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Happy returns
The Town Hall Theater will 
celebrate a big anniversary with a 
big bash. See Arts + Leisure.

By the wayBy the way

It’s a wrap
The high school winter sports 
season brought a few champions,  
and many memories. See Page 1B.

Cup o’ joe
A Monkton couple keep an eye 
on wildlife when roasting their 
coffee. See Page 2A.

Lessons learned in supporting stroke survivors
Family, patient both 
need understanding

Arbuckle puts 
community on 
Bristol-area TV
Nonprofit will honor 
her at annual event 

Three finalists 
seek MUHS 
principal job

Real estate market appears to be stabilizing 
Demand still strong, but interest rates seen as a drag

Thursday public forum set

Elementary 
principal to 
leave BES

Locals help 
get water to 
small town 
in Mexico 

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Nikki 

Juvan’s world turned upside down 
one fateful day in October 2018.

That’s when her husband, Trent 
Campbell, experienced the first 
of three strokes that suddenly 
robbed him of his mobility and, by 
extension, his independence.

The past four-and-a-half years 
have brought multiple hospital 
stays, thousands of hours of 
rehabilitation, countless physician 
consults and incalculable hardship 
— for the patient and his family. 

Through perseverance and 
the help of others, Trent — the 
Independent’s former longtime 
staff photographer — now gets 
around with a walker, and his mind 
thankfully remains keen.

It has, by Juvan’s account, been a 
long and bumpy road, one they’ve 
had to travel with no GPS.

“We’ve been so blessed with 
support from the community, 
therapists and doctors,” Juvan said. 
“But some of the things they don’t 
tell you about. When you’re in it, 

HANNAH ROQUE (LEFT) and her mom Nikki Juvan recently created a booklet called “Stroke Stories,” 
which provides testimonials and a clearinghouse of information for and about stroke survivors and their 
families. Their inspiration for the booklet: Trent Campbell (right) — Nikki’s husband, Hannah’s stepdad 
and the former longtime Addison Independent photographer — who has been recovering from three 
strokes he’s experienced since 2018.

Independent photo/John S. McCright (See Support, Page 16A) (See Filmmaker, Page 15A)

By MARIN HOWELL 
BRISTOL — Around 20 years 

ago, Lincoln resident and longtime 
filmmaker Mary Arbuckle was 
recruited to help create a public-
access television station for the 
Bristol area. In the years since, 
Arbuckle has used her camera to 
capture countless public meetings 
and local events for that station, 
known now as Northeast Addison 
Television, or NEAT. 

The 5-Town Friends of the Arts 
now plans to recognize Arbuckle for 
her work in community television 
and her other contributions to the 
arts in the Bristol area. 

“(Arbuckle) has done amazing 
work in putting together videos 
and short films a lot of times of 
events that have happened. We 
felt that was important,” said 
Rick Ceballos, a member of the 
5-Town Friends of the Arts board 
of directors. “She also, through 

(See Water, Page 14A)

By MARIN HOWELL 
VERGENNES — A handful 

of organizations in and outside of 
Addison County are celebrating the 
culmination of a three-year-long 
effort to bring clean drinking water 
to residents in the Mexican town 
of San Jose Monteverde, the home 
community of some of the county’s 
migrant farm workers. 

The Vergennes Rotary and 
parishioners at Saint Peter’s 
Catholic Church in Vergennes and 
Bristol’s Saint Ambrose Catholic 
Church were among those to take 
part in the project, which is expected 
to be completed in the next couple 
of months. 

The Rev. Yvon Royer, a Vergennes 
Rotarian and former pastor at St. 
Peter’s and St. Ambrose, helped 
spearhead the clean water project. 

“Really this was all made possible 
because of the generosity of time 
and effort by the different groups 

(See MUHS finalists, Page 10A) (See Real Estate, Page 10A)

(See Bratko, Page 10A)

By JOHN S. McCRIGHT
MIDDLEBURY — On Thursday evening, the 

public will be able to meet the three finalists for the 
Middlebury Union High School principal’s job, and  
give their feedback to the hiring committee.

The finalists include the principal of a middle 
school in Maine who grew up in Hinesburg, the 
principal of a middle school in Duxbury, and the 
interim principal of MUHS, who is also assistant 
superintendent of Addison Central School District.

Over the past several weeks, the MUHS Principal 
Hiring Committee has reviewed applications and 
held initial interviews. The committee has selected 

By ANDY KIRKALDY
ADDISON COUNTY — After two years of 

rising Addison County real estate prices in a 
market that saw sellers holding most of the cards, 
real estate professionals are describing the outlook 
for the months ahead differently, using 
words like “stable” and “balanced.” 

Vergennes appraiser Bill Benton, for 
years Middlebury’s town assessor and 
now a city lister, expects the number of 
sales to return to pre-pandemic levels after 
a big year in 2021 and a slower 2022. But 
he said home values will probably stay 
at the new higher level because demand 
is still strong, and inventory still scarce.

“The median sale price will probably 
remain the same. I don’t think you will 
see it go up or down a lot,” Benton said. “I think 
(the local real estate market is) going to get back 
to where it was prior to COVID. If you look at the 
gross sales in ’22, it’s very similar to what you saw 

in ’17 and ’18. We’re going to get back to normal is 
what I’m essentially saying.”

In 2018, according to Northern New England 
Real Estate Network data that Benton provided, 
344 residential units sold in the county; that number 

rose to 384 in 2019, was essentially stable 
at 377 in the first year of the pandemic, 
and then spiked up to 421 in 2021 before 
dropping to 304 last year. 

In the meantime, the average residential 
price in 2018 was $268,750, and by 2022 
it had risen to $395,000; see chart.

But Benton does not foresee that trend 
of rising prices continuing. He cites the 
spike in demand from the pandemic 
slowing, as well as higher interest rates 
cooling demand.

“The question mark might be median sales price, 
is it changing any? I’m guessing that it probably 
hasn’t,” Benton said. “We are not calculating any 

ADDISON COUNTY REAL estate professionals said 
unusually strong sales over the past few years should 
abate to something closer to a pre-pandemic pace in the 
coming months.

Independent photo/Steve James 

“We’re going 
to get back 
to normal 
is what I’m 
essentially 
saying.”

— appraiser 
Bill Benton

By MARIN HOWELL 
BRISTOL — Bristol Elementary 

School Principal John Bratko on 
Tuesday announced he would take 
an immediate leave of absence for 
the remainder of the school year 
and severe ties with the school 
after that. 

The administrator shared his 
decision in a message to the Mount 
Abraham Unified School District 
community that day. 

“Thank you to the Bristol 
community for giving me the 
opportunity to be your principal 
for this school year. Public 
education is facing major 
challenges and Bristol Elementary 
School is no exception. Stemming 
from these challenges and with 
(Superintendent) Patrick Reen’s 
support, I will be taking a leave for 
the remainder of the school year 
and tendering my resignation,” he 
wrote. 

Bratko just began his tenure as 
the elementary school’s principal 
this past July. He was the fourth 
administrator to serve as BES 
principal since the 2018-2019 
school year. 

The Vermont Council on 
Rural Development recently 
welcomed 16 participants to 
its 2023 Climate Catalysts 
Leadership Program. They 
come from across the state — 
including Addison County — 
and will focus on implementing 
projects addressing topics such 
as developing town climate 
actions, expanding outreach 
regarding weatherization 
programs, producing an 
educational series on local 
manufacturing, and making 

Boilin’
BRIAN BALDWIN, WHO helps make maple syrup at Bread Loaf View Farm in Cornwall, shows a group of children on Sunday how 

the maple sap is boiled into syrup and flowed into a vat before being filtered and bottled. The farm, on Cider Mill Road, was open 
to visitors last weekend and will open its sugarhouse again this Saturday and Sunday as syrup production nears its peak. The 
sugarhouse also features a “maple museum” with a wealth of information on Vermont wood. Other Vermont sugarmakers will also 
open their doors for Vermont Maple Open House Weekend. Independent photo/Steve James
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Monkton couple roasts bird-friendly coffee beans 
By MARIN HOWELL 

MONKTON — Diana Hill and 
Andrew Baker have always enjoyed 
a good cup of coffee. The Monkton 
couple has shared many mugs of 
Joe together, from their first date at 
a small coffee shop in Rutland to 
their visits to cafés throughout the 
country as a married couple. 

Their shared love of the beverage 
is so strong that in 2021 the pair 
decided to launch their own 
roastery, Ridge Vermont Craft 
Roasters, which they now run out of 
their Monkton home. 

The couple said they are 
committed to having their 
coffee benefit more than just its 
consumers, and to that end their 
roastery is Vermont’s first certified 
bird-friendly coffee company. The 

certification means the organic fair-
trade coffee they offer is sourced 
from farms working to protect and 
provide critical habitat for birds and 
other wildlife. 

“We knew we wanted to create 
really good coffee, but we also 
wanted to create coffee with a good 
impact,” Hill said. “We try to make 
really good coffee that’s good for 
you and for the planet.” 
STARTING FROM SCRATCH 

The decision to create their own 
roastery came after Baker and Hill 
returned to their home state in 2016. 
Both had grown up in Rutland, 
where they met and began dating, 
and left Vermont for college.

Hill said the couple lived briefly 
in West Coast cities, including Los 
Angeles and Seattle, before moving 

HEAD ROASTER DIANA Hill said that in finding the right approach 
to roasting coffee beans she learned there is little room for error.

Photo courtesy of Ridge Roasters

back to the Green Mountain State. 
“We were desperate to come back. 

Our families are all still here,” she 
said. “(Andrew) found his job here, 
and then we found our home and we 
sort of just pinched ourselves. It’s a 
good spot, it’s home.” 

The pair had always dreamt of 
running their own coffee company, 
and once back in Vermont, decided 
to take the leap.

Hill said she and Baker did a 
lot of research prior to launching 
Ridge Roasters, as neither had prior 
experience in coffee production. 

“It was all just figuring everything 
out, where do you get coffee from 
and learning about different coffee 
farms. It was very cool, but it was 
definitely a lot of learning,” she 
said.
RESPONSIBLE ROASTING 

A fateful visit to the Birds of 
Vermont Museum in Huntington 
introduced the couple to an 
additional area of research, as it was 
during this visit that Baker and Hill 
were introduced to the concept of 
bird-friendly coffee. 

The Bird Friendly certification 
was developed by the Smithsonian 
National Zoo and Conservation 
Biology Institute’s Migratory Bird 
Center in the late 1990s in order 
to support coffee farming practices 
that conserve wildlife habitat.

According to the Smithsonian, 
around 75% of the world’s coffee is 
farmed using practices that actively 
destroy forest habitat or leave no 
place for birds and other wildlife. 
Such habitat loss has contributed 
to a decline in the North America’s 
bird population, as coffee is often 
farmed in parts of Latin America 
and the Caribbean where migratory 
songbirds spend a portion of their 
year. 

“We didn’t want to contribute to 
that, and we also wanted to make 
a product that inspired people to 
drink bird-friendly coffee,” Baker 
said. “After we learned about (bird-
friendly options) we couldn’t bring 
ourselves to buy any other kind of 
coffee.”

Nor could the couple bring 
themselves to sell any other kind 
of coffee, and so they began 
working to obtain a Bird Friendly 
certification and source beans 
from participating farms. The 
certification is designed to create a 
market-based incentive for farmers 
to conserve habitats, particularly by 
maintaining the forest biodiversity 
that bird populations thrive in. 

Bird Friendly coffee grows within 
these maintained forests, which has 
a positive impact on the coffee’s 
flavor, according to Hill. 

“The coffee tastes better, it 
develops longer and has a complex 
flavor. It’s really a win-win all 
around,” she said. 

Hill said finding Bird Friendly 
farms to source coffee beans from 
was an initial challenge for the 
couple’s company. Less than 1% of 
the coffee grown worldwide is Bird 
Friendly certified. 

Baker and Hill now work with 
importers based in New York and 
New Jersey that source Bird Friendly 
coffee from farms in Guatemala and 
Honduras. Ridge Roasters receives 
the beans in 152-pound bags, and the 
couple roasts every week to ensure 
freshness in the light, medium and 
dark roasts they sell. 

Baker said finding the right 
roasting approach was something 
the couple had to learn upon starting 
the business. 

“(Something surprising was) 
how quickly you can turn a light 
roast into a dark roast, the roasting 
process and how little room for 
error there is,” Baker said. 

There are three main types 
of coffee roast levels: light, 
medium and dark. Roast levels are 
determined by the point at which 
the coffee roaster is stopped, with 
more roasting time translating to 
a darker bean. How coffee beans 
are roasted greatly influences the 
coffee’s flavor. 

Hill said she’s learned a lot about 
roasting over the past two years. 
She is the company’s head roaster, 
as Baker works full time as an 

ANDREW BAKER HOLDS their son, Roger, and Diana Hill holds a 
cup of Ridge Roasters coffee that the couple roasts and sells out of 
their Monkton home. Committed coffee drinkers, Hill and Baker have 
made sure that plantations that grow their coffee beans also protect 
bird habitat.

Photo courtesy of Ridge Roasters

By MARIN HOWELL 
BRISTOL — Bristol resident 

and business owner David Conrad 
was arrested this past Thursday 
after being indicted for conducting 
a wire fraud scheme. Conrad used 
the year-long scheme to defraud 
customers in Vermont, New 
Hampshire and New York out of 
$165,000 for custom wood items 
that he did not deliver, according 
to a March 17 press release from 
the U.S. Attorney’s Office in 
Burlington. 

Conrad pleaded not guilty to five 
counts of wire fraud in U.S. District 
Court in Burlington, according 
to Mike Donoghue in Vermont 
Business Magazine. 

The U.S. Attorney said that 
Conrad ran a Bristol-based custom 
woodworking business under the 
names “Old Camp Woodworking” 
and “Vermont Custom Designs.” 
Conrad was the sole employee of 
the business, which he advertised 
on Facebook and websites he 
created. 

Through these websites, 
customers could place orders for 
custom wood products like dining 
tables, bedroom sets and desks. 
The websites displayed some 
material that was plagiarized from 
other woodworking businesses and 
photos of wood items taken from 

the internet.   
Between January 2022 and 

February 2023, Conrad is alleged to 
have developed a scheme to defraud 
customers who placed orders for 
custom wood products through his 
business. The Bristol businessman 
accepted around $165,000 through 
different payment methods for over 
100 orders, each with an expected 
delivery date of within 12 to 16 
weeks. 

As part of the scheme, Conrad 
accepted payment for orders he 
knew he could not complete within 
the timeframe he quoted customers, 
federal officials alleged. When 
customers inquired about their 
orders, Conrad gave a variety of 
false excuses, claiming that he had 
a heart attack or that he had cut off 
a portion of his finger. 

Conrad’s websites also detailed 
a strict cancelation and refund 
policy, listing a 25% processing fee 
for any orders canceled within 24 
hours and a 75% processing fee for 
cancelations made within 30 days. 
No refunds for cancelled orders 
were offered after 30 days.  

According to the prosecutor, 
Conrad used this refund policy 
as a way to keep payments from 
customers, despite not having 
worked on their orders. Conrad 
used the funds to pay for his and his 

Bristol man pleads not guilty to wire fraud charges

Feline dignity
A BOBCAT SURVEYS its surroundings, taking a break from 

prowling near Otter Creek in New Haven last week. 
Photo by Dottie Nelson

TUES-SAT 7AM-4PM
SUN-MON 8AM-2PM

OPEN

Come try our chili at the  
Chili Cook-Off
Middlebury American Legion, 
Saturday, March 25, from 11-2

14 College St, Middlebury, VT     |     (802) 388-3371     |     OtterCreekBakery.com 

$5 tickets 
available at 
Otter Creek 

Bakery

aerospace engineer in Vergennes. 
“It’s a whole system to make 

those roasts that taste the same each 
time,” Hill said. “We knew what 
kind of coffee we liked and thought 
if we could create a cup that we 
liked, we were going in the right 
direction.”
‘HAPPY TO ROAST AWAY’

The couple has been slowly and 
steadily growing Ridge Roasters’ 
customer base since launching in 
2021, Hill said. The pair’s first 
customer was the nearby Yates 
Family Orchard. Since then, 
they’ve expanded to shelves at the 
Middlebury Natural Foods Co-op, 
Full Belly Farm in Hinesburg and 
the Birds of Vermont Museum.

Online ordering is also available 
on the Ridge Roasters website. 

“We keep getting orders from 
Alaska and California. We’re 
shipping out all throughout the 
country, which is really cool,” Hill 
said. “We’re glad to have a loyal 
customer base.”

Hill said Ridge Roasters is 
looking to expand its customer base 
as well as their offerings. Decaf and 
espresso options and a roast from 
Peru are all in the works. 

“We’re working right now to 
see what importers are bringing in 
and what would work for us,” Hill 

said. “We’re kind of investigating 
everywhere.” 

Baker said the couple has been 
pleased with the warm feedback 
they’ve received from customers 
and are hoping to sell their roasts 
to more food co-ops and grocery 
stores throughout the state. 

“So far, it’s been positive, 
everyone seems to be really excited 
when they hear about it, and we’ve 
heard good things from people once 
they try the coffee,” he said. “We 
want to get on as many shelves as 
possible.” 

Hill said growth is the couple’s 
biggest goal for their roastery, 
especially now that they feel they 
have more bandwidth to take on that 
growth. 

The pair has for the past 10 
months navigated being first-time 
parents along with running their 
coffee company. Their son, Roger, 
was born this past May, and with 
the newborn stage behind them, Hill 
said the couple is excited to continue 
growing their business together. 

“Definitely the goal is to continue 
serving more of Vermont and 
serving everyone who wants Ridge 
Roasters coffee,” she said. “We’re 
just happy to roast away, we love 
being here and we love Addison 
County.”

family’s personal expenses, the U.S. 
attorney explained. The indictment 
mentioned over 100 customers that 
Conrad defrauded, though only five 
specific charges were filed. 

If convicted, Conrad faces a 
maximum sentence of 20 years of 
imprisonment and a $250,000 fine 
for each alleged count, as well as 
restitution to the victims. 
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Addison County’s Hometown Dealer

36 Boardman St., 
Middlebury VT 05753

802-388-6718
gstonemotors.com

2149 Rt 7 South, 
Middlebury VT 05753
802-388-9961
stonecdjr.com

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — The Henry 

Sheldon Museum of Vermont 
History will reopen this spring 
with new exhibits, new building 
improvements and a new leadership 
structure that will — at least 
initially — forego the conventional 
approach of having an executive 
director.

Officials at the Middlebury 
museum hinted at a new leadership 
structure in a recent email to 
supporters, a message that began 
with news that Executive Director 
Stephanie Skenyon resigned in late 
January after less than a year on the 
job. Skenyon was hired last March 
following a national search for a 
successor to Bill Brooks, who had 
led the Sheldon for a decade and 
was, by all accounts, a tough act to 
follow.

Sheldon Board President Lucinda 
Cockrell explained that Skenyon 
emerged from the requisite six-
month probationary period and 
determined “the job wasn’t a fit for 
her.”

Skenyon holds a Ph.D. in 
Medieval Studies and has continued 
to teach that subject online, 
according to Cockrell.

“That was, I think, her first love, 
so I think she’s going back to that,” 
she said.

Cockrell noted last year’s search 
for an executive director yielded a 
few quality candidates who might 
have been better matches, but they 
ran into common laments among 
jobseekers looking to transplant to 
Vermont these days: A high cost 
of living and a lack of available 
housing.

“They would come here and 
couldn’t find a place to live,” she 
said, noting the Sheldon — as a 
small nonprofit with an annual 
budget of around $280,000 — can’t 
afford to pay a top administrator the 
type of wage a similar position can 
command in a more urban setting.

“We decided we needed to step 
back and look at this. Our sense 
was we needed to break down the 

functions into more manageable 
roles,” Cockrell said.

 The board has decided to try out 
a more democratic management 
system that shares leadership 
among the museum’s core staff, 
consisting of a collections manager, 
an archivist, a development/
fundraising official, a visitors’ 
services coordinator and a 
business manager. The latter two 
posts continue to be advertised at 
henrysheldonmuseum.org.

“We feel like this is the way to 
go right now; at least we’ll try 
it,” Cockrell said. “The top-down 
management (style) doesn’t seem 
to be working for us right now.”

The Sheldon workforce has seen 
a key addition and will soon see a 
key departure.

Allison LeCroix last fall was hired 
as the Sheldon’s first collections 
manager in 12 years. She’s a 
Middlebury College graduate 
and thus already familiar with the 
museum and the Middlebury area.

Leaving the Sheldon fold this 
May after 25 fruitful years will be 
Associate Director Mary Manley, 
who is retiring to spend more time 
with a new grandbaby, according 
to Cockrell. Her functions will be 
performed by the new business 
manager and visitors’ services 
coordinator.

Cockrell stressed the museum 
could resurrect the executive 
director position if resources and 
market forces make that possible.

When visitors walk through the 
Sheldon’s doors in May, they’ll 
note changes — some subtle, others 
more overt.

First, the subtle ones: The 
museum will feature a new heater/
boiler system, and 28 newly 
restored windows.

And speaking of windows, the 
Sheldon has ordered a bunch of 
new storm windows to replace the 
ones that a violent storm blew out 
of the third floor of the building 
in December. Fortunately, the 
windows were insured and none of 
the museum’s wonderful artifacts 

sustained water damage.
Now, for the more overt changes: 

Museum staff have lined up three 
exhibits, including:

• A display of the museum’s 
abundant 19th-century sampler 
collection. A sampler is a piece 
of embroidery worked in various 
stitches to showcase skill; vintage 
samplers often depict alphabet 
recitations, numbers and rural 
scenes. They were a common 
endeavor among schoolgirls and 
young women during the 18th and 
19th centuries.

The Sheldon’s exhibit, to be 
shown from May into this fall, 
will coincide with a national 
Sampler Archive Project aimed 
at identifying and recording the 
many sampler treasures contained 
in museums and family collections 
throughout the country. Plans 
call for a “sampler identification 
day” this fall, during which area 
residents will be invited to bring 
their examples into the Sheldon to 
be recorded as part of a permanent 
record.

This exhibit is expected to go 
beyond samplers. It’ll include 
a historical retrospective of all 
things sewing, including vintage 
sewing machines, spinning wheels, 
weaving apparatus, needles, buttons 
and textiles.

• More offerings from the 
Sheldon’s rich archives, with 
an emphasis on the experiences 
of Addison County residents of 
African American and Asian 
descent. This will be a spring 
exhibit, according to Cockrell.

• A couture/fashion exhibit in the 
fall.

“It really ties in with the many 
business in town that were there in 
the 19th and 20th centuries, with 
the modern-day people here who 
are selling clothing and sewing 
machines,” Cockrell said. 

For all things Sheldon Museum, 
check out henrysheldonmuseum.
org.

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

Sheldon stitches together new plans
MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 

College students, alumni, faculty, 
and staff will come together on 
Saturday, April 1, to present 
ReUnited for Ukraine, a benefit 
evening of music, poetry, video 
and dance. The event will be held 
at 7:30 p.m. in the Mahaney Arts 
Center’s Robison Hall, and will 
also be live streamed. Though the 
performance is free and open to the 
public, resources about suggested 
charities will be provided.

ReUnited for Ukraine aims to 
share a message of the resilience 
of the Ukrainian nation and its 
people, despite the now year-long 
war. The evening will include 
a variety of Ukrainian arts and 
cultural offerings, including 
poetry readings by Middlebury 
College students Mariia Dzholos 
’24 and Rostyk Yarovyk ’25, an 

inspiring speech by Middlebury 
Union High School exchange 
student Diana Herasim, videos 
from Middlebury College students 
and alumni, and lively Ukrainian 
folk dances. 

Jessica Allen, Jeffrey Buettner, 
and members of the Middlebury 
College Choir and College 
Community Chorus will perform 
Ukrainian folk and sacred songs. 
Guest artists Teryn Kuzma and 
Stephan Zaets will play selections 
on the bandura, the traditional 
string instrument known as the 
national instrument of Ukraine.

ReUnited for Ukraine is 
organized by the Ukrainian 
students of Middlebury College, 
the Mahaney Arts Center, and the 
Department of Music. Read more 
online at go.middlebury.edu/
UnitedForUkraine.

The event is open to on- 
and off-campus audiences, 
and admission is free. Full 
vaccinations and boosters 
(or valid medical or religious 
exemptions) are required; masks 
are optional, except under certain 
circumstances, but welcome. The 
Mahaney Center is located on the 
campus of Middlebury College, 
at 72 Porter Field Road, just off 
Route 30 south/S. Main Street. 
Free parking is available curbside 
on Rt. 30 or in the MAC parking 
lot, in rows marked faculty/staff/
visitors. The concert will also be 
live streamed at the Robison Hall 
YouTube page www.youtube.
com/@robisonhall. For health 
and safety protocols or further 
information, go to http://www.
middlebury.edu/arts or call (802) 
443-MIDD (6433).

THE HENRY SHELDON Museum of Vermont History on Park Street in downtown Middlebury will soon 
reopen with new exhibits, infrastructure improvements and a new leadership structure.

Independent photo/John S. McCright

Ukraine benefit to be held at college
Museum explores new leadership structure after Skenyon departure
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I have often thought that humans have an innate 
desire for communion and communication with other 
creatures. I suspect this is why we find so compelling 
those stories about people who swim with dolphins, are 
befriended by elephants, have trained eagles or tamed 
crows, or who live among wolves 
and bears. And it’s why stories of 
talking animals, or people who 
speak with animals in their own 
language, remain popular. It may 
explain also why people do some 
really foolish things like trying to 
pet bison in Yellowstone National 
Park, or feed wild bears by hand. 
(Although the social media frenzy 
for a good TikTok video or selfie for Facebook might 
also explain that last one.)

I suspect it also has a lot to do with why we keep pets, 
and name them, and talk with them.

I was thinking about this over the weekend because 
our family cat Zoe passed away last Friday. Although 
she appreciated the comforts of her bed — and also our 
bed, the dog’s bed, the guest bed, the sofa, the rocking 
chair, my lap, and any rug that happened to be in the 
sunshine — for the first dozen years of her life she was 
an outdoors-and-adventure-loving cat. When we went 
for walks in the woods, she would often follow us around 
even far out of sight of our house. She enjoyed going for 
canoe rides, too, and would stand with her paws on the 

gunnels enjoying the views as we paddled her around. 
She would even go on bike rides with our youngest son 
Peter, proudly saddled in the hood of his sweatshirt as 
he peddled around the block. If I left a suitcase or duffle 
bag open while packing for a trip, she would climb in, 

clearly hoping to join me on my 
adventures. I would say she was 
a great cat for an outdoors-loving 
person like me, but the truth is that 
her adventurous streak far exceeded 
mine, at least to the extent of her 
being willing to risk life and limb.

She certainly used up some of her 
nine lives on her adventures. One 
day she narrowly escaped a fisher, 

which chased her all the way onto our front deck. She 
dove under the cover of our grill to hide, and probably 
only survived because my wife opened the front door 
to see what all the noise was, and scared off the fisher. 
On another occasion, in her passion for warm, dark, 
secret places — or perhaps in order to catch one of the 
mice living there — she crawled underneath our car 
and up into the engine area beneath the hood. We only 
discovered her when we arrived at our destination seven 
miles away and heard her distressed meowing. One 
might think such an experience would have taught her a 
lesson. (Or perhaps that it would have taught her owners 
the lesson of looking under the hood before every trip.) 
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We are in the midst of a war on education. Not against 
all learning, but certainly against any lessons about racial 
injustice. Across the nation, mostly in Republican-led 
states, politicians are banning books dealing with what 
they call Critical Race Theory (CRT). Those politicians 
and mainstream media wrongfully define CRT as pretty 
much anything having to do with race or racism. In 
fact, CRT is the theory that our legal and governmental 
systems and policies have created material differences 
in wealth, which can usually be 
traced along racial lines.  

Republicans pushed hard against 
CRT as a part of a backlash to 
nationwide protests that erupted 
in the wake of the murders of 
George Floyd and Breonna Taylor. 
Police brutality against people of 
color came into focus. Rather than 
address structural issues that allow 
the imbalanced and brutal treatment of people of color 
at the hands of the state, Republicans moved to erase 
histories of brutality from our schoolbooks altogether. 

At her hearing to become a Supreme Court Justice, 
Ketanji Brown Jackson took heat from Ted Cruz 
because her children read books about racism at their 
private school. In Florida, Ron DeSantis is banning 
African American Studies altogether. These Republican 
leaders are afraid of what informed citizens might do if 
they know about our long histories of racial injustice. 
For Republicans, schools are scary places. 

Meanwhile, educators are dealing with a more 
immediate concern. On Feb. 13, I received an email 
from my department head. He told us to check the 
news. There had been a shooting at Michigan State. The 
shooter murdered three students and wounded at least 

five others. My department head noted that Michigan 
State is a sister school to Penn State, where I teach, and 
pointed out that it easily could have been us — that 
maybe one day it would be. 

I appreciate the care and kindness and realness my 
department head conveyed all at once. He is right. It 
could be us next time. It could be any educator, whether 
on a university campus or a teacher at a K-12 school.

The number of school shootings has risen dramatically 
over the past few years. Since 
2018, there have been 153 school 
shootings at K-12 schools. Fifty-
one of those were last year alone, 
with one of the deadliest just a few 
towns over from where I grew up, in 
Uvalde, Texas. I remember playing 
in sports tournaments in Uvalde. 
Now, when I think of Uvalde, all I 
can see are the images of deceased 

children’s faces flashing across the New York Times, 
or grieving families standing in a mass vigil next to a 
school I have visited many times. 

Michigan State, Virginia Tech, and other universities 
have also become places of terrible memories and loss 
for faculty, staff, students, and families alike. Places 
of learning, it seems, are no longer safe spaces for 
students to explore knowledge freely as they grow into 
the responsible and informed adults we claim to hope 
they become. For educators, students, and parents, 
schools are scary places, but not for the same reasons 
our Republican leaders think they are. 

When I signed up to teach, I did not offer to serve 
on the front lines of a physically violent battlefield. I 
have always seen my weapon as my mind, and if I was 

By Mary E.
Mendoza

Ways of
Seeing

Clippings
By Matthew
Dickerson

When I was young, over 70 
years ago, everyone knew that 
turning down the heat at night 
made sleeping more comfortable. 
And it used less fuel. One can do a 
quick study of kilocalories (unit of 
heat) that shows this.

So, I was shocked when I 
heard that the laws of physics had 
changed, and heater companies 
were telling homeowners not to 
turn down the heat at night.

An article by David Brooks, 
writer for the New York Times, 
interviewed Dr. Alexis Abramson, 
who has a big list of references in 
heating studies that says, in effect, 
“Wrong.”

Dr. Abramson notes that some 
heat pump makers say not to turn 
down the heat, but Dr. Abramson 
has not seen any data to back this 
up. So, maybe the old physics 
still work. My view of what 
happens is: Heat goes through 
wall insulation at a near constant 
rate (depends on the difference in 
temperature between inside and 
outside). So, if we start with 70 
inside and 30 outside a kilocalorie 
might be lost per hour. Lower 
the thermostat to 60 degrees, and 
0.9 kc/hr might be lost during the 
first half hour and then 0.9 for the 
rest of the night so during the 10 
hours of night. So, 10 x .1 means 
a kc less heating was used. In the 
morning the heater puts out its full 
heat (being an on/off system) for 
at most 15 minutes to bring the 
room back to 70 degrees. That 15 
minutes uses a lot less fuel than 
the extra needed to overcome the 
heat loss for that time. “Show me 
the data.” (Numbers used above 
were best guess).

So, the science of my youth 
still holds, and you can save fuel 
and money and stop heating the 
world by turning your heat down 
at night. Use blankets instead of 
fuel money.

Maybe a radiant heat concrete 
slab might take longer to cool in 
the evening and heat up in the 
morning, but no fuel is used as it 
cools, and the heater can put out 
only so much heat at a time.

Turn your heat down at night. 
Save money, fuel and the earth.

Peter Grant
Bristol

Why our town
meetings matter

Another Town Meeting Day 
has come and gone, accompanied 
by not only praise for a tradition 
handed down over multiple 
generations, but also questions 
about the viability and future of 
an institution which some would 
say has outlived its usefulness. 
My town of Salisbury is like many 
who have, in the past decade 
or so, moved to the Australian 
ballot to decide budget and town 
office items. Our town meeting is 
informational only. 

Attendance has sharply declined, 
though that is also true for towns 
who have held on to the traditional 
floor vote. The argument for 
moving to Australian ballot is that 
more citizens are able to vote and 
participate in the decision-making 
process. I would argue that town 
meeting is more than just voting 
on budget items. It is one of the 
foundations of the strong sense of 
community that Vermont is known 
for, and a place to practice some 
skills of democracy — civil debate, 
compromise, collective problem-
solving — that are sorely missing 
in our public discourse today.

The first Vermont town meeting 
I attended is a vivid and inspiring 
memory. Living in North Carolina 
in the mid-1970s, a recent graduate 
of UVM, I was back to visit 
friends living in Stockbridge. That 
snowy March day I walked into a 
standing-room-only crowd in the 
large common room of Stockbridge 
Elementary School. The smell 
of wet wool, barn boots, and 
warming casseroles was in the air. 
Loggers, farmers, professionals, 
mothers with infants, young and 
old, with Town Reports in hand, 
were engaged in lively, respectful 
debate. Amendments were offered 
to motions, and then amended 
again. Questions were asked and 
opinions shared. The air was 
electric with meaning and purpose. 

A community of folks, brought 

Light surprise
JUST BEFORE SPRING arrived this week (at least on the calendar), we happened about this 

intriguing display of light and shadows cast through a porch railing in Middlebury on a dark winter 
evening. On a cold night we’ll take a bit of beauty wherever we can find it.

Independent photo/John S. McCright

When does a former town moderator, after decades of public 
service, jump out of retirement to join his town’s Planning 
Commission? 

When a next-door neighbor builds a large industrial-style 
outbuilding that looms over the moderator’s home in the heart of 
Bristol’s snug, old-village setting... That’s when. 

The new building on Garfield Street is hard to miss at two stories 
and 2,400 square feet, bigger than the main house and surrounding 
homes, its shallow-pitched roof designed to maximize useable space 
upstairs, if nothing else. It’s set deep on the lot, far from the main 
house, about as close to the property lines and a neighboring house as 
is allowed. There was little chance for neighbors to participate or ask 
questions before it got built. 

It’s an “ADU,” an Accessory Dwelling Unit. Think: “garage 
apartment” or “carriage house” or “mother-in-law suite” — a new 
or converted outbuilding or addition to a single-family home for 
use as a rental. It’s an old idea revived by the current housing crisis, 
and something Vermont lawmakers want to encourage. They’re now 
debating changes to Vermont law to do just that. 

It’s the right goal. Vermont needs more small apartments, especially 
in village centers. Here in Bristol, people are clamoring to live in our 
compact, walkable village with its busy downtown. More ADUs would 
help meet that need, and there are plenty of appropriate places in the 
village for them. 

ADUs increase housing density, one of the holy grails of housing — 
‘in-fill development’ on existing lots, more people in less space, living 
closer together. It’s an essential piece for solving the housing puzzle. 

But just when we need people to accept more density in our villages, 
the changes proposed in Montpelier threaten to make ‘density’ a dirty 
word.

*********** 

If Senate Bill 100 passes as proposed, towns like Bristol would 
be prohibited from reviewing applications for new ADUs any more 
closely than a proposed single-family home without an ADU — that 
is, hardly at all. Meet the setbacks, keep to the height limit, get a state 
septic permit. That’s it. 

That’s what we do already In Bristol, and it didn’t work on Garfield 
Street. No one is happy with it — not the Town, definitely not the 
neighbors, and probably not the owner-builder, who has upset his 
neighbors. 

I’m a big fan of density. I make my living creating density 
(renovating six buildings in downtown Bristol since 2000). And I live 
downtown, in the densest part of Bristol. I understand the impact that 
lax zoning, or an uncaring or simply inattentive neighbor, can have on 
others nearby. 

I serve on Bristol’s Planning Commission. We are now considering 
new bylaws for ADUs. Under current law, we may adopt a process for 
reviewing ADUs that protects neighbors’ and the town’s interests. But 
if the language in S.100 passes, we cannot — unless we pass bylaws 
holding all single-family homes to the same standards, which isn’t 
happening anytime soon here. 

But an ADU isn’t just a single-family home alone on a lot. It’s a new 
dwelling added to an existing single-family home — more density 
in a residential zone. Its size, height and location matter. So do the 
location of its parking; whether it shines light in neighbors’ windows; 
and where it dumps its heating or ventilation noise. Attention to issues 
like these can minimize the impact of in-fill development. Inattention 
promises to maximize the impact. 

The builders that S.100 envisions — resident homeowners — are 
not professionals. They may not think of the things a professional 
would (or should) think of — lighting, noise, screening, etc. A 
simple review process can be educational and helpful for the resident 
homeowner ADU builder, and it gives neighbors a chance to be heard. 
We could pass such rules under current law. But S.100 says we can’t 
do it. 

Ask a planning expert or ‘smart growth’ professional: Bristol village 
is a model for what we want. Let’s have more density that fits in 
and protects what we love about our village. Simple review of ADU 
applications can ensure the density we invite is the density we can all 
live with. 

It’s worth noting that S.100 would allow towns to adopt bylaws 
requiring review of parking plans for ADU proposals. So why not a 
little more permission — let us review plans for light, noise, screening 
etc., and have a chance for neighbors to be heard, too? Or leave the 
law alone and let Bristol devise zoning rules to guide new ADUs. 

This is what will make density work.
 — John Moyers

Note: John Moyers is a long-time resident of Bristol, where he serves 
on the Planning Commission and Development Review Board. 
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Our nurse Ann Gibbons provides caring
support to elders and families.

Worried about an older loved one?
We have the help you need.

Your Partner
in Eldercare

Elderly Services
Supporting Elders and Families since 1981

112 Exchange St., Midd., Vt.  |  802-388-3983
www.elderlyservices.org

COVID-19 vaccine clinics available throughout 
Addison County through March 31st. 

Please call 
Mountain Community Health 

(formerly Mountain Health Center) 
for more information at 

(802) 453-3911. 
MCH will be offering Pfizer Bivalent

Boosters for all ages 5+.

  Boosters are FREE 
NO INSURANCE REQUIRED. 

Still Not Vaccinated?
Need a Booster?

** Walk-in COVID-19 vaccinations available this Saturday March 25 from 
9AM-12 Noon at Mountain Community Health, 61 Pine St., Bristol.

a soldier then I was teaching leaders 
of the future to fight with their 
minds as well. 

But now I cannot help but worry 
that one day I will find myself 
staring down the barrel of a gun. 
And I can’t help but wonder why 
this is happening. Why would 
people target schools? Surely there 
can’t be that many people who 
hate innocent youth. And more and 
more, as I see Republicans push for 
censorship and target ethnic studies 
and “critical race theory,” I realize 
that those inspired to attack schools 
probably don’t hate children and 
teachers. However, they seem to 
hate the dissemination of particular 
kinds of knowledge. And it could 
be our political leaders who are 
emboldening them to take such 
extreme action. 

I cannot help but see a correlation 

Ways of Seeing
(Continued from Page 4A)

But she pulled the same trick two 
more times in her life! 

Although we tried not to let her 
prowl about and hunt, there were 
a few times she spent the night 
camping outside (without tent or 
sleeping pad). On those occasions, 
our main thought was that she was 
the hunted, and not the hunter, 
miraculously avoiding the owls, 
foxes, fishers and coyotes that did 
prowl our woods. Her nickname for 
a time — especially when we were 
annoyed with her — was Coyote 
Bait, though truthfully we always 
hoped she would show up in the 
morning.

I said that Zoe was a family 
cat, and she was. Our sons all still 
lived at home when she joined our 
household. In one of three houses 
we lived in with her, she would 
sneak home in the wee hours after 
a night of carousing and climb up 
on the roof to claw at Peter’s screen 
so that he would let her in. But our 
sons are all grown up, married and 
out of the house now. So in the end, 
Zoe was just my wife’s and my cat. 
My wife’s first, because Zoe was her 
birthday present and she did most 
of the difficult caring chores, like 
cleaning the litterbox. And mine 
second, because Zoe (who was part 
Maine coon cat) grew too long for 
my wife’s lap and fully stretched 
out would only fit on mine. By the 
time of her death, Zoe had been 
with us for more than a quarter of 
our lives. She was the only cat I’ve 
ever had from kittenhood through 
her last breath. 

Her end came both sooner and 
more quickly than I expected — 
maybe because of how many lives 
she had used up. When her end 
came, she was only 15 years old, 
which is not ancient for a feline. 
We took her to the vet for what we 
thought was a routine concern and 
were told that her body was filling 
with fluid, that she didn’t have long 
to live, and that she was probably 
in considerable discomfort (even 
though it isn’t in the nature of cats 
to complain about pain). So we 
brought her home for three days 
of hospice care (with a three-day 
supply of cat painkiller) so we 
could say goodbye, and give our 
kids a chance to say goodbye. 

I was embarrassed by how 
emotional I was about her 
impending loss during those three 
days. I have several friends who 
have recently lost human family 
members, or who are watching their 

Clippings
(Continued from Page 4A)

together not by common interest 
but by common geography, was 
considering the course they would 
travel together, over the short term 
and the long term. The meeting 
broke for the welcome potluck 
meal, where discussion continued, 
whether over articles in the warrant 
or catching up after the long 
winter. This was followed by the 
work of the afternoon meeting. 
The experience of that day left me 
energized and exhilarated, with 
a deeper understanding of the 
ability of town meeting to not only 
decide questions of importance to 
a community, but also to connect, 
create and help to build that 
community.

Community is built when 
people do meaningful work 
together, whether it’s deciding 
on a new snowplow or charting 
the educational course of their 
children. Community is built 
through discussion and debate, 
which can sometimes be 
uncomfortable, but teaches the 
value of disagreeing respectfully 
and civilly. Community is built 
when people learn to offer 
suggestions, listen to other 
ideas, and then make choices 
or compromises. Community is 
created when people get to know 
each other through working 

together for the common good. 
Community is when, working 
together, citizens learn about each 
other, their differing viewpoints, 
needs, strengths and failings, their 
humanity. 

Needless to say, the town 
meeting is often a work in process 
and can be uncomfortable — I 
have attended town meetings that 
involved raised voices and harsh 
words, frustration and confusion. 
But democracy is always a work in 
progress, often messy, and as we 
have observed on a national scale 
in recent years, can be very difficult 
and frustrating. In our modern life, 
we are often looking for that which 
is easy and convenient, and town 
meeting is not always easy and 
convenient, but the institution is 
worth retaining and fortifying for 
all the lessons and practice it offers 
as we seek to “do democracy.”

Why not establish a Town 
Meeting Holiday (or even a half 
day)? Let the workday world have 
the remaining days ... one day 
a year dedicated to democratic 
decision-making and community 
building seems little enough to ask 
to support self-government. 

Salisbury’s informational 
meeting offered childcare for 
several years, and towns should 
work to make sure that meetings 
are held in accessible locations. 

We can also prioritize adult 
participation. Too often we are 
quick to tout our rights as citizens 
of this country, but too often the 
responsibilities that sustain those 
rights, such as civic involvement 
and voting, receive less attention. 
We can teach students early the 
value and importance of civic 
engagement and those citizen 
responsibilities. (A recent piece on 
Vermont Public described a mock 
town meeting held at the Woodbury 
School, conducted by the Town 
Moderator and Town Clerk, where 
students had two articles to debate 
and decide ... a grand idea!)

Town meeting attendance and 
participation is fading in a number 
of towns, for a number of reasons. 
If we lose town meeting, then the 
distinctive sense of community 
that makes Vermont a special 
place to live will also fade. It is my 
hope that we can work together 
to reclaim an institution that 
has served Vermonters well for 
hundreds of years and give town 
meeting, and civic engagement, 
the priority and support needed 
so it can continue to serve us, as 
individuals and communities and 
the democracy we are striving to 
create and live in long into the 
future.

Heidi Willis
Salisbury

Willis letter
(Continued from Page 4A)

I am writing to convey my 
sincere distress over the proposed 
logging at Telephone Gap. The 
Forest Service must think we 
as Vermonters, or more broadly 
New Englanders, are naive if the 
claim that logging one of the few 
remaining older forests in our 
state is for the forest’s benefit. It 
is the height of hubris to imply 
that humans are needed to manage 
what nature composed long before 
our evolution and will continue 
to orchestrate long after we are 
gone. Not only does this supposed 
“caretaking” undercut the benefit 
older growth provides in terms 
of carbon sequestration and fresh 
air production, but, perhaps most 
critically, it denies our race the 
humility necessary to walk back 
from our own destruction. 

The long history in this region 
of clearcutting that our forefathers 

undertook in the name of progress 
still scars the land around my 
Green Mountain National Forest 
home. The way our ancestors 
voraciously consumed what 
nature took centuries to build is 
abhorrent and it is no wonder 
that our just inheritance is but the 
shame of their folly. In repeating 
their plunder with this additional 
acreage at Telephone Gap the 
Forest Service is fooling no one 
into believing this is selflessly 
motivated for the benefit of 
the helpless tree-surrounded 
creatures or sun-deprived little 
saplings. This is as it has always 
been: economically based and 
narcissistically narrow minded. 

I recognize that the trees at 
Telephone Gap do not meet 
the dictionary definition of 
“old growth,” but at the rate at 
which our centenarian forests 

are harvested my children are 
doomed to never know the 
concept. Vermont does not want, 
nor need Potemkin alternatives to 
genuine forest management and 
we need your help in demanding 
that the Forest Service recognize 
the short-sighted benefit of 
turning the tourism opportunity 
inherent in this unique and 
irreplaceable forest into a stack 
of 2x4s. 

Every one of us deserves the 
chance to experience the wonder 
of feeling small while standing 
amid a grove of towering, 
seemingly ageless trees and, 
especially given the increasingly 
present consequences of climate 
change, ecotourism is the wisest 
choice for our state’s forestry 
future.  

Jaime Cammack
Ripton

Letters to the Editor

Cutting of old growth to help forest seen as ‘hubris’

Return to appreciating, understanding ‘commons’
Aristotle recognized three 

broad types of interests and 
things: common, private, and 
public. We are at a time when we 
need to remind ourselves of what 
he said and why it was important.

Forests are a great place to 
get real and to apply Aristotle’s 
notions. There are federal 
forests, state forests, town 
forests, industrial forests, family 
forests, and community forests 
and a variety of combinations 
thereof. They can be grouped into 
publicly held forests, privately 
held forests, and commonly held 
forests.

A good way to figure out one 
from another is to look at the 
deed associated with a particular 
parcel to determine which of the 
three types of holding apply to a 
particular parcel. But the reality 
is more complicated than that.

In Vermont, for example, the 
water, wildlife, and atmospheric 
carbon are commonly held, 
and the soil and the plants are 
privately or publicly held. The 
water, wildlife, and carbon have 
been described as our ecological 
commons. They are unenclosed 
and they do not recognize 
boundaries.

Protection of our ecological 
commons has been farmed out to 
the State of Vermont in general 
and Agency of Natural Resources 
in particular. Historically, in 
indigenous cultures, the commons 
was understood and protected 
by the people who lived with 
the land. That approach largely 
went by the wayside some 400 
years ago. In Ireland it happened 
in 1652. Some suggest we have 
been living in the shadow of the 
Enlightenment ever since.

In this age of a rapidly 
changing climate and uncertain 
future, it is essential that we get 
out of the shadows and begin 
taking better care of the places 
we call home. Better to see the 
land as ecosystems first and 
resources second.

Public, Private, and Common 
interests will all benefit by 
bringing back commoners and 
commoning to conserve a truly 
sustainable and actually working 
landscape in Vermont that 
provides the ecosystem services 
of clean water, diverse wildlife, 
stored carbon, and ecological 
resilience we actually need as 
opposed to starting with the 
commodities and other stuff we 
think we want.

David Brynn
Lincoln

loved ones suffer terminal illnesses. 
And though I don’t know them 
personally, we could add to that 
the incalculable loss and suffering 
of people in Ukraine from the war, 
and in Turkey and Syria from the 
recent earthquake, and in — well, 
you name it. The list is very long. 
Losing a pet seems like a trivial 
think compared with any of those 
losses. And, indeed, it is. Even a pet 
that you’ve had for a quarter of your 
life.

Interestingly, over the weekend 
my wife showed me a timely article 
titled “On Pets, Moral Logic, and 
Love” by one of our favorite New 
York Times writers, Tish Harrison 
Warren. Warren has spent much 
of her life studying poverty and 
its causes. She describes how she 
was always appalled, given the 
worldwide poverty and hunger 
problems, how much money is 
spent on pets in the United States 
— and even the extent to which 
organizations will go to raise money 
for pet-related issues while people 
around the world are starving. 
Partly for that reason, she had never 
consented to owning a dog, despite 
the frequent pleas of husband and 

children. 
And then a rescue dog happened 

and changed her by coming into that 
life and into her family, teaching 
her something new about love and 
moral logic. It didn’t in any way 
diminish her concern for issues of 
poverty and hungry, or their social 
causes. Having a needy dog, and 
watching her children learn to care 
for it, seemed to expand Warren’s 
own capacity for love.

I have no doubt that many 
priorities in our country and in the 
world are dramatically out of order. 
The amount of money spent on war 
— or even on spectator sports — 
while so many suffer from hunger 
seems like pretty strong evidence 
of this. But when it comes to pets, 
I think I agree with Warren. And 
when summer comes around, I will 
dedicate my first canoe ride and 
first night out in the woods to Zoe. 
Though I’m quite sure it will not 
involve any late night carousing or 
run-ins with fishers. 

Matthew Dickerson, computer 
science professor at Middlebury 
College, writes our outdoors 
column.

Affordable heat act is a step in the right direction 

between the war on critical race 
theory and ethnic studies, and 
the increase in mass shootings 
in schools. In a truly democratic 
society, knowledge is power. Right-
wing extremists, fearful of this 
truth, are doing their best to limit 
our knowledge and insight with 
animosity and hate. The only way 
to fight back is to keep teaching our 

youth that responsible gun policy 
is in everyone’s best interest, that 
reckoning with our past is the path to 
brighter futures, and that the patient 
and the wise will ultimately prevail 
over the violent and reactionary.

Mary E. Mendoza is an assistant 
professor of history and Latino/a 
Studies at Penn State University. 
She lives in Weybridge, Vermont.

In reading the back-and-forth 
comments about the Affordable 
Heat Act, S.5, I hear the 
frustrations of many voices. I 
believe we need to calm down and 
gather more information on the 
details. Our legislators are fine, 
hard-working, smart people and 
I know they do not expect us to 
immediately give up fossil fuels 
and find $247,000 or some such 
amount, in order to pay for zero-
carbon methods of heating and 
transportation!

As someone suggested recently 
on our Front Porch Forum, 
we can all take it step by step, 
sometimes in baby steps, in the 
right direction. It is a change 
of attitude, not a need to spend 
money on what we can’t afford. 
Over the last few years, I have put 
in one heat pump (not the two my 
house needs) while still using my 

propane boiler for now as backup. 
I am leasing the solar panels on 
my roof and am “renting” batteries 
from GMP, in order to reduce 
up-front costs (I know, I gave up 
the tax benefits). I have given my 
car to a family member and my 
husband and I share his electric 
car. If we both need it at the same 
time, I will happily take the bus. I 
am fortunate that my small house 
is well-insulated already, since I 
think that weatherization is the 
first and most necessary step to 
take. There is help to pay for that 
if one cannot afford it, and for 
many other energy savings that we 
can all start to make.

This bill will make it more 
affordable for Vermonters to 
transition to cleaner heating 
systems and over time, these 
will reduce the financial burden 
compared with fossil fuel heating 

systems. Not only will this save 
Vermonters money, but it will 
lower greenhouse gas emissions. 
The Vermont Global Warming 
Solutions Act of 2020 set goals, 
we need to try to meet them.

I feel lucky to live in a state 
which tries so hard to better the 
lives of its people in many ways. 
So far, we have not had the deluge 
of catastrophic fires, floods and 
hurricanes that other states have 
had to suffer. Events like those 
will come to Vermont if we do 
not work together and each make 
an effort. We cannot do this 
overnight, but we have to make 
a start so that we don’t have to 
tell our grandchildren “Sorry, it’s 
up to you!” We pulled together 
after 9/11 and at the onset of the 
pandemic. We can do this!

Sally Jenks Roth
Bristol
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BROWN-McCLAY
FUNERAL HOMES

BRISTOL
802-453-2301

VERGENNES
802-877-3321

brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com

If you want a monument - get it from a monument dealer!

Celebrating 92 years | 1930-2022

57 Main St., New Haven   |   802-453-3433 
CleggsMemorials.com    |   info@cleggsmemorials.com

WE DO OUR OWN
Drafting  •  Lettering  •  Sandblast 

Cleaning   •   Foundations
Setting  •  Restoration

EXPERIENCE  |  QUALITY  |  VALUE

Family owned and operated
Addison County’s ONLY full  

service monument company 
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M E MORIALS

BARRE 
GRANITE
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MEMBER

Many people are planning for their funeral in advance 
in a sincere effort to ease the stress loved ones will face 

at an emotional time. It takes only a little time and 
can be handled in the privacy of your home or at the 

Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral Home.

Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral Home  
117 South Main St. Middlebury, VT  

802-388-2311
sandersonfuneralservice.com

Planning
Planning for Your Funeral,

the Smart Thing to Do…

Obituaries
ADDISON
COUNTY

Ronald C. Lewis, 72, of Brandon
BRANDON — Ron Lewis, age 

72, died March 7, 2023, at UVM 
Medical Center, with his wife 
and daughter lovingly supporting 
him as he peacefully moved on to 
another dimension. 

Ron was a native Californian, 
the only child of Earl and Lyn 
Lewis. He grew up in Walnut 
Creek, where he graduated from 
Ygnacio Valley High School and 
later attended several California 
State Universities, graduating 
from CSU-East Bay with a degree 
in Business Administration with 
an emphasis in accounting and a 
minor in English from CSU-San 
Francisco. He met his wife Sally 
Short in San Francisco in October 
1972, and they were married on 
June 8, 1974. 

Ron and Sally moved from 
California to Brandon, Vt., in 1979 
to a new life in their adopted state. 
In 1982, they welcomed a daughter, 
Elizabeth, to their love and lives 
and both agreed it was their best 
work together ever.

Ron’s career as a senior 
accountant and business manager 
spanned many years and a number 
of businesses, including Vermont 
Law School, Dubois and King, A. 
Johnson Lumber, Mid Vermont 
Trucking, VELCO, Frog Hollow 
Craft Center, Boys and Girls Club, 
Garden Center Inc., and more. 

Beyond his working life, Ron 
embraced many interests. These 
pursuits included founding 
and participating in the Green 
Mountain Table Tennis Club and 
the New England Panther Research 
Alliance. He was an avid Bigfoot 
researcher and first-hand believer. 
He coached his daughter’s AAU 

RONALD C. LEWIS

basketball team (Mountain Valley 
AAU, go Cheetahs). 

Ron collected and locally 
displayed thousands of antique 
valentines. He was a Master 
Gardener who took great pride 
in sharing plants from his home 
gardens. His lifelong fascination 
with the skies and beyond led to 
his association with the Green 
Mountain Alliance of Amateur 
Astronomers, Stellafane, Vermont 
Astronomical Society, and 
becoming an owner of many 
telescopes including his pride and 
joy, the Obsession. 

His biggest passion, however, 
was his love of poetry: reading, 
collecting, and most of all writing. 
He participated in the Otter Creek 
Poetry Workshop, the Poetry 
Society of Vermont, and was 
on a small panel responsible for 
selecting several of Vermont’s poet 
laureates. He was very proud of his 
large library of poetry books and 
read from them daily. Rounding 
out his interests were gold panning, 
watercolor painting, needle felting, 

jewelry making, and especially 
spending time with his grandsons. 

He is survived by his wife, Sally 
Short; his daughter, Elizabeth 
Lewis; his son-in-law, Christopher 
Pepe; and his two adored grandsons, 
Forest and Samuel Pepe. He is 
also survived by his sisters-in-law, 
brothers-in-law, nephews, nieces, 
grandniece and grandnephews. He 
was predeceased by his parents 
and grandnephew. He was a loving 
husband, devoted father, doting 
grandfather “Bev” and caring 
friend to many. He had many 
health issues that wore away at him 
over the years, but he held onto an 
attitude that life was worth living 
regardless, and there was always 
another adventure or learning 
experience to follow. 

He will be forever missed by 
his family, friends, and the many 
people whose lives he touched. He 
will always be remembered as a 
man with a huge sense of humor, 
an insatiable need for knowledge, 
a collector and keeper of so much, 
and playmate and mischief-maker 
that made him the favorite with 
all kids, especially Forest and 
Sam. Remember him in your 
daily comings and goings as the 
Renaissance man. 

A celebration of life will be 
held at a date to be determined in 
the future. Arrangements are by 
Miller & Ketcham Funeral Home 
in Brandon. ◊

CORRECTION: In last week’s 
Addison Independent Mr. Lewis 
was incorrectly indentified as 
Richard C. Lewis in his notice of 
passing. We apologize for the error.

MIDDLEBURY — James White 
passed away on March 8, 2023, 
at the age of 85 years old. For the 
past eight months of his life, he 
was supported by the caring staff 
at Helen Porter Nursing home. 
As a “navy brat” Jim lived his 
younger years between Annapolis, 
California, and France before he 
settled down with his wife, June, 
in Pennsylvania, where they had 
two beautiful children, Jimmy and 
Wendy. He was predeceased by his 
wife, June, 25 years ago.

Jim began his career as an 
engineer at IBM, then transferred to 
Sales in IBM’s Banking Group. He 
left IBM to become VP in charge 
of IT for American Bank & Trust 
in Reading, Pa., and soon advanced 
to the same position in charge of 
IT at Manufacturers Hanover Trust 
Bank in New York City. After three 
years, he found his true passion as 
a problem solver, and pioneered the 
idea of monitoring and measuring 
the reliability of mainframe 
computers. He founded a company 
called Reliability Plus, Inc. in 1971, 
which thrived for nearly 30 years 
helping large enterprises monitor 
and benchmark the performance of 

JAMES WHITE

its IT infrastructure. 
After his business 

accomplishments, he dedicated 
roughly 10 years as a philanthropist 
supporting “Helping Hands”, 
a program based at Boston 
University, and fostered a capuchin 
monkey named “Cassie.” where he 
tirelessly visited different schools 
most days of the week socializing 
“Cassie” so that one day she would 
serve as a lifetime companion 
to people with paraplegia and 
quadriplegia needing daily 

assistance.
When Jim was not working, he 

spent his time as a voracious reader 
consuming books, examining all 
the nuances of modern-day politics. 
He will be remembered for his 
generous nature, providing some 
of the most memorable experiences 
for his family and many throughout 
the community. 

In his later years, he was 
consumed by relaunching his 
company to develop software 
to solve more modern-day IT 
challenges, and he spent quality 
time with his partner of 26 years, 
walking some of Middlebury’s 
nature trails, enjoying Lake 
Dunmore, and watching movies. 
Despite all his health challenges 
in recent years, he never lost his 
humor or curiosity about life. One 
of his endearing qualities was his 
ability to laugh at himself.

Jim is survived by his partner, 
Nancy Tellier; daughter Wendy 
and husband Jamie Wakefield; 
son Jimmy and partner Jenny; 
grandchildren Julian, Ava, and 
Alex; along with his extended 
family Scott and Toni, as well as 
Leigh and Jeff and their families. ◊

James White, 85, of Middlebury

The Independent will publish paid obituaries and free notices 
of passing. Paid obituaries cost 25 cents per word and will be 
published, as submitted, on the date of the family’s choosing. For 
those who do not wish to purchase an obituary, the Independent 
offers a free notice of passing up to 100 words, subject to editing by 
our news department. Photos (optional) with either paid obituaries 

or free notices cost $10 per photo. Obituaries may be emailed to 
obits@addisonindependent.com.

Submissions must be received by 11 a.m. on Wednesday 
for publication in the Thursday paper. fEmail obits@
addisonindependent.com or call 802-388-4944 for more 
information.

Obituary Guidelines

Livia Bernhardt of Leicester 
was named to the dean’s list at 
Bates College for the fall 2022 
semester. This is a distinction 
earned by students whose grade 
point average is 3.92 or higher. 
Bernhardt, the daughter of Greg 
Bernhardt and Hannah Sessions, 
is a graduate of Otter Valley Union 
High School. She is a junior at 
Bates majoring in Mathematics and 
Biological Chemistry.

ADDISON  COUNTY

School Briefs

OPINION?
news@addisonindependent.com

Hot time in Starksboro
A BUNCH OF folks in Starksboro found a fun way to pass a cold winter afternoon on Saturday 

while also preparing for summer months outdoors. The Starksboro Community Chili Contest & 
Bake Sale in the Robinson Elementary School gym featured locals serving up their best chili in 
an event that also raised money for the building of a pavilion that will hopefully go up on the town 
green late this spring.

Above, organizer Carin McCarthy holds up the coveted “Golden Spoon” award that went to the 
cook whose chili was judged best. And the winner was, top right, Erin Mazur, who is pictured with 
her son Irie and her award-winning Jumpin’ Jerusalem chili. Among the other dozen cooks were 
Peg Casey (top left), Kristen Toy (bottom right) and Kristal May and Nicholas Barton (bottom left.)

Independent photos/Steve James
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254 Ethan Allen Highway, New Haven (Route 7)  |  P.O. Box 754, Middlebury 05753  |  802-388-7259  |  ACHHH.org 

We welcome all community members whether or not they or a loved one have had care
from us in the past. Thanks to generous donors, the groups are being offered free of charge.
Rev. Stephen Payne, ACHHH Chaplain and Stephanie Corliss, LICSW, will lead the groups.

Healthy snacks and coffee will be provided.

Please call the ACHHH office at 388-7259 to complete a brief screening process and to sign up.

Addison County Home Health and Hospice is hosting Grief Support Groups 
beginning on April 5th continuing for eight weeks on Wednesdays until May 24th.

These meetings will be held in person at the beautiful Champlain Valley Unitarian Universalist Society
located at 2 Duane Court in Middlebury from 3:00pm-4:30pm.

173 Court Street, Middlebury, VT
EmiloVTRealEstate.com | 802.388.4440-office

Roxanna Emilo, Broker/Realtor/Owner  | 802.349.9837 - cell
emilovtrealestate@gmail.com

Christine Fraioli, Realtor  |  802.989.2234 - cell 
802.453.6416 - office  |  cfvt@gmavt.net

Spring is coming!
Call us for a complimentary Comparative Analysis

on your home, land or commercial property.

WIMETT
TRADING COMPANY

802•465•4688

USED

Michael Jackman, 51 Years Experience 
David Wimett, 38 Years Experience
Mark Grant, 10 Years Experience

2668 Route 7 • Leicester, VT 05733 • wimetttradingco@gmail.com

Wimett Trading Company
at the Big White Barn in Leicester

802-465-4688 

2018 SUBARU OUTBACK 
Premium, AWD, Loaded, Sunroof, 129k miles 

$17,995

AFFORDABLE, SAFE & RELIABLE
USED CARS AND TRUCKS

We also buy cars, 
locate specialty orders 

& consider consignments 
Call Dave for an appointment

2019 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER XLE 
AWD, Leather, Florida car! 69k miles 

$32,995

2016 JEEP COMPASS LATITUDE 
4X4, Auto, Loaded, 114k miles 

$11,995

2017 GMC CANYON 
XTD CAB, 4X4, Auto, Cap, 63k miles 

$24,995

More than  a decadeof delivering Quality!

x  

2015 TOYOTA PRIUS 
Hybrid, Auto, Loaded,50 mpg! 114k miles 

$15,995

G O O D B Y E  W I N T E R  S A L EG O O D B Y E  W I N T E R  S A L E

By MARIN HOWELL 
BRISTOL — When the 

COVID-19 pandemic hit Addison 
County in early 2020, a group 
of Mount Abraham Union High 
School students were halfway 
through the inaugural year of a 
program designed to shape 11th- 
and 12th-graders into the next 
generation of community leaders. 

Three years later, the Eagle 
Leadership Society is back in 
full swing at the Bristol high 
school, and participating students 
are excited about its return. The 
program, created by English 
teacher Addie Thompson and 
athletic director Devin Wendel 
in 2019, is intended to encourage 
students to be leaders in and 
outside of the school community.  

Siena Stanley, a junior in the 
program, said she is hopeful her 
time in the Eagle Leadership 
Society will help her do just that. 

“I was motivated to apply for 
the Eagle Leadership Society 
because I wanted a chance to learn 
how to best help my community. I 
wanted to become more involved 
in making Mount Abraham and 
our greater area a better place,” she 
said. “I want to make a difference 
in the world, and I felt like this was 
one of the first steps to succeeding.”

Actions that students in the 
program have participated in this 
year include volunteering at Mount 
Abe sporting events and at school 
events, such as an informational 
night that gave rising freshman 
and their families an overview of 
the high school experience. 

When collaborating to create 
the Eagle Leadership Society, 
Thompson said the co-advisors 
were interested in putting together 
a program that would teach 
students leadership skills and 
encourage them to put in practice 
what they learned. 

“We wanted it to be bigger than 
something that they can put on 
their college application, to have 
it be more impactful,” Thompson 
said. “We started working together 
to think about how we can bring 
students together from different 
walks of our building to work 
together on common goals and 
teach them leadership skills.” 

The Eagle Leadership Society 
runs throughout the school year. 
During the fall semester, 11th- 
and 12th-grade students with an 

academic mastery score of 3.3 or 
higher are invited to apply for the 
program. Wendel and Thompson 
then work with other adults at 
Mount Abe to select students 
to participate in the program. 
Twenty-two students were chosen 
to take part in this year’s group.

Selected students meet with 
Wendel and Thompson once a 
week during a free period at the 
end of the school day. At these 
meetings, Wendel and Thompson 
talk with students about topics 
like creating effective leadership 
strategies, goal setting and vision 
building, and learning how plan 
and display leadership. 

“We generated a curriculum 
based on a bunch of different 
resources and leadership training 
that Addie and I have been a part 
of. The idea being that we wanted 
to give a wide range of topics and 
allow students to realize what types 
of leaders there are,” Wendel said. 

The athletic director added that 
these weekly meetings also focus 
on learning about famous leaders, 
acknowledging their differences in 
leadership strategies, and helping 
students identify their unique 
approaches to leadership. 

“The entire premise of the group 
is that leaders are made, not born. 
We’re trying to instill confidence 
in their leadership abilities, 
identifying different types of 
leaders and allowing students to go 
out and practice those leadership 
strategies, traits, etc.,” Wendel 
said. “The overall goal is that these 
young people become leaders not 
only around the school, but in the 
greater community.”

The spring semester has been 
dedicated to having students 
practice these leadership 
strategies. Thompson said students 
were encouraged to brainstorm 
ways they’d like to get involved 
throughout the school and in the 
broader community, such as by 
helping out at school events or 
speaking with younger students. 

“The intention is to hand this 
over to (students), to have them 
sit down in small groups and think 
about really specific things they 
want to do, present and propose 
these ideas to a larger group of 
people in terms of action steps and 
then make it happen,” Thompson 
said. 

Eleventh-grade students 

ADDISON COUNTY — This 
past Sunday evening at around 
5:15 p.m., Vermont State Police 
received the report of a domestic 
disturbance at a Hand Road home 
in Ferrisburgh.

After looking into the matter, 
troopers alleged that 31-year-old 
Daniel Averill of Ferrisburgh had 
caused bodily injury to a household 
member and in doing so violated 
an active abuse prevention order. 
Averill had fled the home before 
troopers arrived, but they found 
him in the woods nearby and took 
him into custody. 

State police took Averill to the 
New Haven barracks, cited him for 
domestic assault and violation of an 
abuse prevention order and lodged 
him at the Marble Valley Regional 
Correctional Facility with bail set 
at $3,000.

In other recent activity, Vermont 
State Police:

• On March 14 a little before 
5:30 p.m. responded to a report of 
a family fight on Monkton Road in 
Monkton. After what police called 
“a brief use of force,” troopers took 
into custody Evan Howard, 37, of 
Monkton, took him to the New 
Haven barracks and cited him for 
domestic assault.

Troopers said they were assisted 
in this case by Bristol police, 
Addison County sheriff’s deputies 
and Department of Homeland 
Security Investigations.

• On March 15 at around 12:53 
a.m. closed both lanes of Route 
22A around Hemenway Road in 
Bridport due to a motor vehicle 
accident. The highway was opened 
after a little more than an hour. 
Police did not provide any detail on 
the accident.

• On March 16 at 5:20 p.m. 
responded to a two-vehicle crash 
at the intersection of Burpee and 
Stoney Hill roads in Bristol — the 
intersection with the four-way stop. 
Police report that a 2019 GMC 
Sierra driven by Robert Robidoux, 
59, of Middlebury was southbound 
on Burpee Road while a 2000 
Toyota Camry driven by Jeffrey 

AFTER A THREE-YEAR hiatus, the Eagle Leadership Society has returned to Mount Abraham Union High School. The 22 students 
participating in this year’s program have been learning about what it means to be a leader and applying those lessons throughout the Mount 
Abe community. 

Photo courtesy of Devin Wendel

Mt. Abe program trains 
a crop of student leaders

involved in the program will 
continue working on these plans 
throughout the following school 
year, as Wendel and Thompson 
begin training a new group of 
students and the cycle continues. 

“So far what I have most 
enjoyed about my time in the 
program is when we get to do 
hands-on activities to benefit our 
community,” Stanley said of the 
volunteer opportunities. “I like 
doing these things because I feel 
useful and helpful to the people 
around me.”

As well as the planned efforts 
such as volunteering at the 
sporting events or information 
nights, Wendel said the program 
is intended to empower students 
to lead in casual settings, such as 
among their peers. 

“I truly think that’s the most 
impactful with students, how they 
carry themselves around each 
other and how they hold each other 
accountable,” he said. “We find 
that that’s where they’re the most 
influenced, not by adults but in 
their smaller circles.”

Wendel and Thompson said 
they’ve already witnessed the 
program’s participants setting a 
positive example in the school 
community, such as by encouraging 
good sportsmanship during those 
sports events or sticking around 
after basketball games to help 
clean the bleachers.    

Thompson said such instances 

show that students in the program 
are committed to being leaders. 

“The way they advocate and 
stick up for what’s appropriate and 
acceptable just shows that they are 
willing to take this on. It shows 
that they’re taking this program 
seriously,” Thompson said. 

In the months ahead, students will 
continue working on the leadership 
activities they brainstormed prior 
to winter break and will carry out 
the efforts on their own as much as 
possible. 

“We’re trying to hand it over to 
them in as many ways that they 
can. So that as they become the 
leaders, Devin and I fade into the 

back. The goal is that they can 
operate without us, that we train 
them and then they’re out there 
doing it,” Thompson said. 

Wendel and Thompson said 
students in the program have thus 
far shown a lot of enthusiasm for 
the program, and the two advisors 
are excited to see the impact this 
group of students and future groups 
will have on their community. 

“We hope that this group, as it 
continues to grow and we continue 
to share the content within it, not 
only do we grow a bunch of great 
leaders, but over time we hope that 
this then impacts a much broader 
community in Vermont, New 

England, throughout the U.S. and 
across the globe,” Wendel said. 

Stanley is also looking forward 
to how her time in the program 
equips her to lead in broader 
communities. 

“I also hope to continue on as a 
leader in my life, and the skills I 
have learned in Eagle Leadership 
Society are essential to my 
success,” she said. “I feel as though 
my leadership goals are infinitely 
more reachable now that I have 
engaged in this program. I look 
forward to continuing to grow and 
move into more community aid in 
the coming year.”   

Smith, 53, of Weybridge was 
westbound on Stoney Hill Road. 
The Camry arrived at the stop sign 
first, and both vehicles entered the 
intersection at the same time after 
stopping. As a result, the front-end 
of the Sierra, which had a plow 
affixed to it, struck the passenger 
side of the Camry. No injuries 
were reported.

Police laid the blame on 
Robidoux, who they said entered 
the intersection without yielding 
the right of way. They issued him 
a traffic ticket.

• On March 17 at a few minutes 
before 8 p.m. responded to a 
report of a truck crashing into a 
utility pole. Troopers report that 
a 2014 Chevy Silverado driven 
by Kenneth A. Marcelle Jr., 24, of 
East Middlebury slid off the road 
and collided with a telephone pole. 
Unable to remove his vehicle from 
the ditch, Marcelle was picked up 
at the scene by a friend and taken 
to a nearby home. Police cited 
Marcelle for leaving the scene of 

an accident and negligent driving.
• On March 17 at 11:19 p.m. 

were dispatched to the Sugarbush 
Access Road in Warren for a report 
of a pickup truck crashed into a 
tree. Police said driver Joshua 
Marinack, 29, of Granville was 
under the influence of intoxicants. 
They cited him for DUI.

• On March 18 at 8:30 p.m. 
closed Route 7 near Town Hill 
Road in New Haven to safely 
remove a disabled tractor-trailer 
unit. The road closure lasted 
around 20 minutes.

• On March 18 at 11:23 
p.m. stopped a vehicle at the 
intersection of Greenbush and 
Stage roads in Ferrisburgh 
after observing a motor vehicle 
violation. Police ended up citing 
Abigail Nicholson-Wemette, 19, 
of Starksboro for driving under the 
influence, first offense.

• On March 19 at a quarter to 7 
p.m. logged a report of a physical 
altercation involving multiple 
people at a home on Leicester 
Whiting Road in Leicester. After 
investigating, police alleged that 
Aurora Higgins, 18, of Leicester 
had assaulted a Rutland 19-year-
old and they cited Higgins for 
simple assault. Troopers said they 
were still investigating the case.

Police Log
Vt. State

Domestic disturbance ends in a citation, jail
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Direct number: 802-865-8113
Email: kestey@heritagevt.com

1600 Shelburne Road, South Burlington, Vermont 05403

My name is Kimberly Estey and I’m super excited
to announce that I have joined the

Heritage Ford sales team in South Burlington! 
As a native of New Haven and sales professional in Addison 
County for most of my adult life, I would like to extend a 
personal invitation to all of my friends and contacts in Addison 
County – please come find me in my new position!

Whether you’re looking for a new 
or used vehicle, sell your vehicle, 
or finally get into that dream car of 
yours, I’m here to help! My goal is 

simple, to make your vehicle buying 
process easy. I believe purchasing 

a new vehicle should not only be easy but fun and 
memorable!

I take pride in creating lasting relationships with all 
my customers. I look forward to seeing you soon!

By SARAH MEARHOFF
VTDigger.org

It’s not often that inspiration for a 
bill strikes when a future lawmaker 
is in grade school, but in the case 
of Rep. Matt Birong’s H.216, the 
Vergennes Democrat was first 
captivated by the concept of open 
cremation, or funeral pyres, when 
he was six years old. 

Let’s go back to 1983: Birong 
and his dad went to see “Star Wars: 
Episode VI - Return of the Jedi” — 
the first movie he recalls watching 
on the big screen. In the closing 
scene, Luke Skywalker sets the 
corpse of his father, Darth Vader, 
on fire and watches him burn.

(So sorry for the spoiler, but 
come on, if you haven’t seen it by 
now… You at least knew they were 
father and son, right?)

The elementary school-aged 
Birong was transfixed, and 
confused. He grew up Catholic, 

REP. MATT BIRONG, D-Vergennes, talks with a Vermont House 
colleague earlier this session. He says his idea for open cremation 
goes all the way back to when he saw “Star Wars Episode VI - Return 
of the Jedi” in theaters with his late father. 

VTDigger photo/Glenn Russe

Birong works to legalize funeral pyres
and had never seen such a thing. 
He asked his dad about it, and as 
he recounted to VTDigger in an 
interview, his dad “didn’t shrug it 
off or dismiss it. He educated me.”

Birong’s dad — an accountant 
from the Bronx with a fascination 
for history and cultural studies — 
explained the concept of funeral 
pyres to his son, and said they 
had been a spiritual practice for 
millennia. While Birong had 
initially thought the scene was a 
display of Skywalker’s angst and 
fury for Vader (which, let’s be real, 
would be pretty justifiable), Birong 
recalled his dad explaining, “No, 
you’re totally wrong. It was actually 
a very respectful thing and that was 
a cinematic sort of adaptation of 
existing practice in other places in 
the world.”

A certain intrepid reporter 
sought out a comment on H.216 
from Master Luke Skywalker 

himself (actor Mark Hamill) via 
the famously reliable reporting tool 
known as Twitter, but unfortunately 
was unsuccessful. I will try the 
force next time.

Ever since leaving that movie 
theater in 1983, Birong was 
mesmerized by the concept of 
open cremation, and told the House 
General and Housing Committee as 
much in a hearing earlier this winter. 
He cited the Star Wars inspiration 
and, met with chuckles, insisted, 
“I’m being dead serious.” Asked by 
VTDigger recently, Birong said a 
pyre is ideally how he would like 
to go.

Just one problem. They’re illegal 
in Vermont, which is what H.216 
seeks to change.

This is not Birong’s first rodeo 
when it comes to legislating 
alternative methods of disposing 
human remains. The Legislature 
last year approved a bill legalizing 
the organic decomposition of 
bodies, and Birong is using that bill 
as his framework for H.216.

There’s also an equity and 
inclusion piece to the bill, Birong 
said, referring to lawmakers’ 
ongoing work to address systemic 
racism in Vermont. “If we are being 
genuine about being more open 
and accepting to broader … races, 
creeds, religions, funerary tradition 
should be a serious part of this 
conversation.”

Birong conceded that the Star 
Wars reference has become a bit of 
a “laugh track,” but the memory of 
seeing Episode VI with his father as 
a boy is a dear one. His father died 
when he was young.

I asked Birong if he thinks about 
death often, and he said he does. His 
father was diagnosed with cancer at 
44 years old and died at age 48.

“I mean, I’m 45,” Birong said. 
“When he was my age, we were 
going through this health crisis. So 
it’s always in the back of my head, 
like, I’m not gonna wait on that 
vacation. We’re going to do that 
thing now. You know that bucket 
list thing? Let’s go check the box 
instead of waiting on it, because 
you just never know.”

www.addisonindependent.com — CHECK IT OUT.

Postcards for energy change
ON MARCH 2, CHILDREN, parents and activists from 350 Vermont delivered over 

1,700 postcards — collected and signed by citizens across the state — asking our 
Legislature to take bold action toward a “just transition” from fossil fuels to clean, 
renewable energy. At left, Rep. Mari Cordes, a Lincoln Democrat, encouraged activists 
young and old to keep up the pressure. Right, Rep. Caleb Elder, D-Starksboro, speaks 
about his bill to improve the state’s Renewable Energy Standard.

Photos by Greg Dennis

MIDDLEBURY — On March 
14, Governor Scott announced 
the first round of approved 
Community Recovery and 
Revitalization Program grants. 
Middlebury’s Town Hall Theater 
received the highest award amount 
for a non-municipal project, 
with the Agency of Commerce 
and Community Development 
allocating $500,000. 

The project will help fund the 
creation of a $6.5 million three-
story wing and public plaza — 
transforming the community 
theater into a regional arts and 
culture center.

“Town Hall Theater is elated 

that the ACCD chose to invest in 
THT’s expansion project. The new 
center will invigorate downtown 
with increased education, 
entertainment, and community 
engagement opportunities, create 
jobs, and have a positive, broad-
reaching economic impact across 
our region,” said THT Executive 
Director Lisa Mitchell.

Town Hall Theater’s board 
chair Magna Dodge added: 
“The awarding of this grant is a 
testament to the leadership and 
vision of Doug and Lisa.”

“To us, it’s about more than the 
money,” added Artistic Director 
Doug Anderson. “The grant is a 

ringing commendation for how 
we’ve run this place for the last 15 
years. The state is basically saying, 
‘You’ve done a phenomenal job. 
Let’s build on that success.”

The new center will feature 
a dedicated all-ages education 
space hosting a wide variety of 
classes beyond the performing 
arts; an additional 75-100 seat 
performance space that doubles 
as rental and rehearsal space; a 
scene shop that will also facilitate 
technical education; a large public 
plaza with an outdoor stage 
featuring free performances; 
and balconies overlooking Otter 
Creek.

TOWN HALL THEATER’s staff is all smiles. The theater has received a $500,000 Community Recovery 
and Revitalization Program grant to help fund its new expansion project.

Photo courtesy of Town Hall Theater

Town Hall Theater nets $500,000 grant
Recovery and Revitalization funds will boost expansion project
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Join us for a special celebration of the  
Middlebury Ski Club and the  

Middlebury Snow Bowl 

Saturday, April 1st!  
The day will feature a DJ, food, beverage, 

snow golf and a dual terrain slalom course!
A BIG thank you to this 
year’s event sponsors! 

BASH

By the way
(Continued from Page 1A)

Wood and maple
GUESTS BROWSE THE Maple Museum in the sugarhouse at Bread Loaf View Farm in Cornwall this 

past weekend. The museum, curated by Chuck Herrmann, is jammed pack full of historical maple 
displays, with an added focus on how our ancestors used wood to shape their lives. Middlebury 
College Biology Professor Greg Pask will be on hand to share his fascinating research on the winter 
firefly this coming weekend. The sugarhouse at 564 Cider Mill Road will be open to the public this 
Friday and Saturday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., during Vermont’s Spring Maple Open House Weekend. See 
what other local sugarhouse are open online at vermontmaple.org/mohw.

Man facing charges after alleged assault

Police Log
Middlebury

MIDDLEBURY — After 
responding to a March 17 report of 
a domestic disturbance on Valley 
View Drive, Middlebury police 
arrested a Middlebury man and 
filed multiple charges against him 
following an alleged assault. 

Police cited Mark K. Kennedy, 
36, for first degree aggravated 
domestic assault, five counts of 
violation of an abuse-prevention 
order, and resisting arrest, all 
following the assault that police 
alleged took place on Valley View 
Drive that Friday before 10 p.m.

Police lodged Kennedy at 
the Marble Valley Regional 
Correctional Facility pending his 
arraignment. 

Middlebury police also reported 
a half-dozen incidents of vehicles 
being entered last week, including 
one case of a wallet being stolen, 
and they are advising owners to 
lock their vehicles when they are 
left untended. 

In a separate case, authorities 
are investigating a fire in the wood 
pile at the American Flatbread 
restaurant as a possible case of 
arson. Police and the Middlebury 
Fire Department were called to a 
suspicious fire outside the eatery 
in the Marble Works on Monday, 
March 13, at around 10 minutes 
before 11 p.m. Police contacted 
arson investigators, and the case is 
under investigation.

Between March 13 and 19, 
Middlebury police conducted 
10 traffic stops and one VIN 
inspection, responded to three false 
alarms and seven 911 calls that 
proved to be unfounded, and also:

On March 13:
• Heard from a Freeman Way 

caller that someone had gone 
through his vehicle and stolen 
some items. 

• Following a complaint, called 
the dog warden to picked up dog 
left in a car on North Pleasant 
Street and take it to shelter.

• Cited Ashleigh E. Hickey, 31, 
for driving under the influence, 
third offense; driving with a 
suspended license; and unlawful 
mischief following an incident at 
a home on North Pleasant Street. 
Police allege Hickey had a blood-
alcohol content of 0.201%; the 
legal limit for driving is 0.08.

• Went to Valley View Drive to 
help a man who who appeared to 
be disoriented and confused; he 
was taken to the Porter Hospital.

• Took a report of a catalytic 
converter theft from a vehicle 
parked at a closed Creek Road 
business.

• Responded to Porter Hospital 
to assist staff with an out-of-control 
patient.

• Investigated a motor vehicle 
complaint on Ossie Road.

• Tried to serve a court order 

on an individual believed to be in 
Middlebury, but learned the person 
no longer lived in town.

• Dealt with a noise complaint on 
Jayne Court.

On March 14:  
• Accepted a key chain found on 

Maple Street.
• Provided a courtesy ride to 

a man on Route 7 South during a 
winter storm.

• Hosted a child custody 
exchange at the station.

• Helped a motorist with a 
disabled vehicle on Route 125 in 
Cornwall.

• Helped Vermont State Police 
at a Salisbury home on Shard Villa 
Road. 

On March 15:
• Served a temporary relief-from-

abuse order on Airport Road.
• Responded to a domestic 

disturbance including a possible 
assault involving a juvenile on 
Airport Road; police made referrals 
to the Department for Children 
and Families and the Counseling 
Service of Addison County.

• Helped a man who was upset 
and yelling while on the Cross 
Street Bridge.

• Helped court officials by 
serving a subpoena on Route 7 in 
New Haven.

• Investigated the report of a 
theft on South Pleasant Street 
and discovered that it was a 
misunderstanding.

• Helped Middlebury Regional 
EMS (MREMS) with an intoxicated 
male who fell off a bike and injured 
himself on Jayne Court.

• Handled a minor two-car 
accident on Court Street Extension.

• Aided a motorist with a disabled 
vehicle on South Main Street.

• Handled a two-car accident 
on Main Street; police reported 
property damage but no injuries.

• Conducted a pre-employment 
background investigation.

• Helped an Exchange Street 
resident with a report of someone 
possibly using a family vehicle 
without permission.

• Found an open door at a closed 
Seymour Street business.

• Checked on a suspicious 
vehicle parked at a closed Maple 
Street business.

On March 16: 
• Helped a Court Street resident 

remove an unwanted visitor 
who was refusing to leave their 
apartment.

• Assisted a person on Washington 
Street experiencing a mental health 
crisis; MREMS transported the 

person to Porter Hospital.
• Conducted a welfare check 

on Weybridge Street on behalf of 
Richmond police.

• Investigated a report of a male 
shouting “non-directed” threats on 
Main Street at 5:07 p.m.

• Checked a report of student 
who ran off from the bus; the 
student was found.

• Took a report of a Middlebury 
Union Middle School student in 
possession of marijuana and vapes. 
The case  is under investigation.

• Helped a Valley View resident 
with safety concerns involving 
their child’s significant other.

• Dealt with a request for a 
welfare check on a person at a 
residential care home and contacted 
staff there regarding the concern.

• Assisted a driver who had a flat 
tire on Case Street at Quarry Road.

• Helped a South Pleasant 
Street man exit his apartment after 
someone tied his door shut from 
the outside.

On March 17:
• Took several reports of 

vehicles being rummaged through 
while parked at the Otterside 
Condominium complex. Nothing 
was reported stolen.

• Went along with MREMS to a 
report of an unresponsive person 
at a Seminary Street Extension 
address. The person was found to 
be responsive on arrival, but was 
transported to Porter Hospital.  

• Responded to the report of a 
juvenile assaulting another juvenile 
at MUMS; police said the case is 
under investigation for possible 
criminal charges.

• Began investigating the report 
that a Jeep Liberty SUV was 
stolen from outside a Cross Street 
residence in Middlebury.

• Referred to the Addison County 
Unit for Special Investigations a 
reported case of cruelty to a family 
member on Seminary Street.

• Were told  a visor organizer 
had been stolen from a car parked 
outside a Cedar Court residence.

• Helped a driver on Airport 
Road.

On March 18: 
• Assisted at the scene on Route 

7 North where a tractor-trailer had 
gone off the road.

• Helped a Vergennes resident 
with damage to a vehicle from an 
attempted break-in while it was 
parked on Bakery Lane.

• Investigated the report of a 
items taken from a home with an 
unlocked door in the Buttolph 
Acres area.

• Found a vehicle reported stolen 
from Freeman Way on Charles 
Ave.

On March 19 took a report of a 
wallet stolen out of a car parked at 
the Aubuchon Hardware store in 
Middlebury.

local food more equitable, 
affordable, and accessible. The 
local folks you might recognize 
in this program are Lindsey 
Berk of Brandon, Mike Roy and 
Gabriella Stevens of Middlebury 
and Jean Terwilliger of Cornwall.

1977 Middlebury Union High 
School grad Martin Guigui is 
showing up on a national stage 
again. We just heard that his latest 
feature film, called “Sweetwater,” 
will open in a couple weeks. It’s the 
story Nat “Sweetwater” Clifton, 
who made history as the first 
African American to sign an NBA 
contract, forever changing how the 
game of basketball is played.

If you can’t wait for 
“Sweetwater” to scratch your 
entertainment itch, head up 
to Ripton this weekend for 
some little people engaging in 
a big performance. Students 
from all grade levels at Ripton 
Elementary school will be 
staging “Alice in Wonderland” 
on Saturday, March 25, at 5 p.m. 
and Sunday, March 26, at 2 p.m. 
at the school. As usual, it should 
be a fun show.

Nonprofit organizations led 
by Black, Indigenous, and/or 
People of Color (BIPOC), either 
on staff or board, are eligible for 
a Vermont Changemakers Table 
grant, which is being offered 

by the Vermont Community 
Foundation in collaboration 
with Vermont Businesses for 
Social Responsibility. The 
grant round is designed by 
the Changemakers, an annual 
cohort of 20 young Vermonters 
seeking to drive positive change 
in communities across the state 
through relationship building and 
collective action. Grants of up 
to $5,000 will be unrestricted. 
If your BIPOC-led organization 
has an annual operating budget 
under $300,000 and primarily 
serves rural communities, then 
get your application in by April 
3. Head online to vermontcf.org/
changemakers to learn more and 
apply. 
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Hump day

A back-country challenge around 

an iconic Vt. mountain is a vital 

fundraiser. See Arts + Leisure.

By the way
By the way

To the wire

Another local hoops game was 

decided in the final seconds, this 

one in Vergennes. See Page 1B.

Get healthy

Changes in light can make winter 

SAD. Read about ways to perk up 

in the special section inside A+L.

Health &
    Well-Being

A special publication of The Addison Independent | January 19, 2023

Inside:
 The Winter Blues

 New Pump Track

 Be careful shoveling

 

REGULAR PEOPLE WORK up a sweat in the weight room 

at Vermont Sun in Middlebury last week. Above, 91-year-old 

Al Molnar works out six days a week. Right, Bekkah Simmons 

keeps an eye on the machine as she pulls up weights.  

Independent photos/Steve James

Middlebury to 

diversify work 

to limit CO2 

emissions

Train brings 
steps toward
big grants to
plan housing

ACSD school board to see 

major turnover this year

Bixby LEGO robotic program 

teaches coding, teamwork, more 
Citing racism, Tiger 

girls say no to game

Legislative breakfasts will go on

Enosburg’s issues prompt action

Five members could change as major challenges loom

(See CO2 reduction, Page 8A)

(See Racism, Page 11A)

(See Breakfasts, Page 8A)

(See ACSD Board, Page 10A)

(See Robotics, Page 14A)

(See Grant, Page 11A)

By ANDY KIRKALDY

VERGENNES — Miniature turning windmills, a 

mobile front-loading truck and other LEGO creations 

— along with the local middle- and elementary-

school students who built them and the mentors who 

helped the builders — took center stage in the 

Bixby Library’s Community Room this past 

Saturday. 
The occasion was the Community Demo Day 

for the Bixby Lego Robotics Program. That 

program brought two teams, one of nine older 

students and one of five younger pupils, together 

every Wednesday at the Vergennes library since this 

past fall to design and build robotic projects, including 

writing the necessary software code, with the help 

of a half-dozen mentors. 

Saturday’s hour-long event, which was 

well attended by team members’ friends 

and family members, also doubled as a test 

run for the older Challenge Team’s project. 

That team’s project consists of a truck 

that moves two loads across a colorful surface 

(about the size of a sheet of plywood) to separate 

destinations and then triggers a windmill’s blades to 

start churning. Challenge Team will enter it into a Jan. 

28 Statewide LEGO First Competition at Norwich 

University. 
The theme of the contest is “Renewable Energy.” 

Thus the members of both the Challenge Team and 

younger Explorer Team also went to Monument 

Farms Dairy in Weybridge to learn about its 

manure-fueled bio-digester that provides 

some power to the business, and they 

also interviewed Green Mountain 

Power (GMP) officials 

about renewable power. 

The Challenge Team 

also shared what they 

learned in a skit that 

will be part of their 

contest presentation. 

Team members posed 

as TV journalists interviewing 

LEGO BIXBY ROBOTICS Explorer Team members Isaac Bouffard (left), Kayson Lavella and 

Porter Johnstone demonstrate their renewable energy project Saturday in the Vergennes library’s 

Community Room.

Independent photos/Andy Kirkaldy

More signs of a return to 

normalcy: Bristol’s Pocock 

Rocks Music Festival & Street 

Fair will return this summer 

after a long COVID hiatus, 

and the town is looking to 

resurrect its seasonal farmers 

market. Pocock Rocks has 

traditionally featured live 

musical performances from 

multiple well-known and loved 

regional bands, and hosted 

over 30 vendors, including 

microbrews, wine, hard 

ciders, spirits, specialty foods, 

gifts, and crafts. The festival 

By ANDY KIRKALDY

MIDDLEBURY — The 

members of the Middlebury 

Union High School girls’ 

basketball team chose not to 

travel to Enosburg Falls High 

School for a game this past 

Thursday citing a history of 

racist harassment of Tiger 

athletes at the Franklin County 

school. 
The team last week posted 

a statement on Instagram that 

cited three separate incidents 

over the past three years when 

MUHS athletic teams have 

experienced racist attacks from 

Enosburg spectators. They 

said Enosburg had used hate 

speech toward members of their 

community and other groups.

The Tiger team members felt 

that Enosburg officials had not 

addressed the problem to the 

degree required.

“Discrimination of any form 

can no longer be allowed and 

these incidents must not be 

ignored or swept under the 

rug,” they wrote. “We feel that 

the blame should not be placed 

solely on the individuals who 

made the racist comment, but 

rather this is a systemic issue 

that must be addressed more 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEEBURY — Three 

Addison County municipalities 

are well-positioned to receive 

a $100,000 grant to plan future 

housing, bike paths and other 

facilities that could dovetail with 

the new passenger rail service in 

their communities.

The Chittenden County Regional 

Planning Commission will act 

as a conduit for a $2.1 million in 

federal grant money that will fund 

“Transit-Oriented Development 

(TOD)” in northwest Vermont. 

Communities are eligible for one 

of up to 12 available $100,000 

slices of that funding. 

The northwest region 

encompasses Addison, Chittenden, 

Rutland, Franklin and Washington 

counties. The Addison County 

Regional Planning Commission 

(ACRPC) is encouraging eligible 

local communities to apply.

The $100,000 grants will support 

municipal efforts to create transit-

oriented development master plans 

for their downtowns and village 

centers, and to draft bylaws to 

implement those master plans.

Adam Lougee, executive 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — The 

town of Middlebury has made 

good progress reducing the 

carbon footprint of its municipal 

operations, but the community 

will need a major shift in strategy 

if it’s to reach its goal of cutting 

CO2 emissions by 80% (compared 

to what it generated during fiscal 

year 2019) by the year 2030.

Members of the Middlebury 

Energy Committee stressed that 

point during a recent selectboard 

meeting, at which they provided an 

update on the community’s “80% 

by 2030” goal — an objective that 

By JOHN FLOWERS

ADDISON COUNTY — 

Addison County’s long tradition 

of holding legislative breakfasts 

linking elected politicians with 

their constituents while the 

General Assembly is in session 

will continue — with a few tweaks.

The Independent reported on 

Jan. 12 that the legislative breakfast 

series, after a more than 50-year 

run, was on life support after it 

went on hiatus in early 2020 due to 

the COVID-19 pandemic.

The most recent sponsors of the 

event — the Addison County Farm 

Bureau and the Bridport Grange 

— at the time reported no firm 

plans to bring back the Monday 

morning gatherings held during the 

Legislative session.

But Farm Bureau and Grange 

officials met late last week and 

decided to resurrect the breakfasts, 

albeit on an every-other-week 

schedule, instead of weekly.

Tim Buskey, a leader of the Farm 

Bureau, said the 2023 legislative 

breakfast series will kick off on 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — The Addison 

Central School District board will 

swap out at least three — and as 

many as five — of its 13 members 

this winter. 
The transition will occur as the 

panel takes on several weighty 

challenges — searching for a new 

superintendent, crafting a new 

strategic plan to ensure all students 

have equal access to quality 

education and planning a multi-

million-dollar bond to bring all 

nine ACSD school buildings up to 

code.
The transition will begin 

during the coming weeks as the 

Cornwall selectboard helps pick 

a replacement for that town’s 

lone ACSD board member, Peter 

Conlon. As previously reported by 

the Independent, Conlon resigned 

from the panel on Jan. 9 to chair 

the Vermont House Education 

Committee. Conlon, a Democrat, 

Starting the day off right

METEOROLOGISTS TELL US that a high-pressure mass traps dust in the air, which scatters blue light and leaves red highlights in 

the sky. No one in Addison County who saw this spectacular sunrise on Dec. 29, shown here over Middlebury, would have to know the 

science to appreciate the breathtaking beauty.

Independent photo/Sadie Messenger

Interested in selling the Interested in selling the Addison IndependentAddison Independent at your business?   at your business?  
Call 802.388.4944 or email frontdesk@addisonindependent.com Call 802.388.4944 or email frontdesk@addisonindependent.com 

and chat with Sadie!and chat with Sadie!

Stop by any of these 60+ locations  
for your copy of Addison County’s  

award-winning community newspaper!

Meet Sadie!
Our Circulation 

Manager
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Art for HabitatAlbright’s portraits focus on home 
and people, perfect for the cause 
she supports. See Arts + Leisure.

By the way
By the way

Fast track
After a snowfall, the Tiger Nordic 
ski teams have a good day on their 
home course. See Sports, Page 1B.

Our thanksCounty firefighters gather in-
person to recognize those who 
protect us. See Page 12A.

ANWSD budget rises; 
hammer falls on taxesPassenger rail gathers momentum Middlebury voters to field 

$3.5M water tank bond

Pocock and farmers market arereturning to Bristol

MUHS principal abruptly leaves; interim steps in

Cornwall woman appointed to the ACSD board

Board adds funds for projects to budget plan

Ethan Allen expansion draws 1,000s (See ANWSD, Page 15A)

(See Water tank, Page 13A)

(See Passengers, Page 17A)

(See MAUSD, Page 13A)

(See Bristol, Page 13A)

(See ACSD board, Page 15A)

(See Campbell, Page 3A)

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — The Addison 
Central School District Board on 
Tuesday picked Ellen Whelan-
Wuest to temporarily fill a Cornwall 
spot on the panel recently vacated 
by incumbent Peter Conlon.

Whelan-Wuest will serve until 
the March 7 Town Meeting Day 
elections, which will offer her and 
other Cornwall residents a chance 
to run for the final year on Conlon’s 
three-year term.

By MARIN HOWELL BRISTOL — Folks in the 
5-town area in and around Bristol 
have a lot to look forward to, as 
two well-loved community events 
are slated to return this summer. 
The Bristol CORE organization is 
preparing to bring back the town’s 
Pocock Rocks music festival and 
street fair, as well as reestablish the 
Bristol Farmers Market. Bristol CORE is a nonprofit 

organization committed to 
maintaining the economic vitality 
of downtown Bristol. The group 

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — The recently 
expanded Ethan Allen Express 
passenger rail service is exceeding 
state officials’ expectations, while 
providing a boost for Addison 
County travelers, innkeepers, 
students and merchants.

It was on July 29 of last year 
that Amtrak added Burlington, 
Middlebury and Vergennes/
Ferrisburgh stops to what had 
until then been a Rutland-to-New 
York City Ethan Allen Express 
passenger rail service, also known 
as EAX. Service expansion was 

warmly greeted by Addison 
County residents, merchants, 
lodging establishments and the 
Middlebury College community.

That warm greeting has morphed 
into avid ridership, according to 
Vermont Agency of Transportation 
(VTrans) officials.Toni Clithero, VTrans Amtrak 

Grants Program manager, told the 

Independent that EAX ridership 
at Burlington’s Union Station is 
averaging approximately 2,132 
riders per month or 71 passengers 
per day, with the monthly averages 
being 477 for the Middlebury 
station and 309 for the Ferrisburgh-
Vergennes station.Clithero noted VTrans and 

RIDERS BOARD THE expanded Ethan Allen Express passenger rail service at the Middlebury station this past Friday. Ridership has 

exceeded Amtrak and Vermont Agency of Transportation expectations with nearly 4,000 additional riders on the train in November.Independent photo/Steve James

By ANDY KIRKALDYVERGENNES — The Addison 
Northwest School District 
(ANWSD) budget that voters will 
consider on Town Meeting Day 
calls for a 13.4% spending increase 
but property tax rate increases are 
expected to be a fraction of that.

Nevertheless, residents of the 
five ANWSD municipalities 

shouldn’t look for a tax break.
The ANWSD board last week 

endorsed a budget that would set 
spending for the 2023-2024 school 
year at about $25.3 million, which 
is an increase of about $3 million. 

The proposed spending preserves 
all existing programs and adds a 
couple jobs, including a middle 

By MARIN HOWELL BRISTOL — The Mount 
Abraham Unified School District 
board has an adopted a budget 
for fiscal year 2024 to put before 
voters that, despite a 15.52% 
increase in the cost per equalized 
pupil, is expected to translate into 
a decrease in the education tax 
rate for the roughly two-thirds 

of district residents who pay for 
schools based on their income. 

The plan, adopted by the board 
at its Tuesday meeting, is based 
on an estimated $33,868,900 in 
total spending for FY24. With an 
anticipated $5,778,530 coming into 
the district from outside revenue, 
education spending for FY24 is 

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 
voters on Town Meeting Day 
will be asked to support a $3.5 
million bond to build a new water 
storage tank on Chipman Hill to 
supplement the current, 1.5 million-
gallon receptacle in that same 
area that delivers municipal water 
to 6,000 year-round consumers 

— including 2,500 Middlebury 
College students and 2,300 service 
connections providing flow to a 
variety of residential, commercial 
and industrial users.Emmalee Cherington, the town’s 

director of public works operations, 
pointed to a 2017 “sanitary survey” 
conducted by the state of Vermont 

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Middlebury Union High 

School Principal Justin Campbell resigned Monday, 

effective immediately.After being on the job two and a half years, 

Campbell has built positive relationships with 

students, teachers and parents, according to his 

colleagues.MUHS drivers ed teacher George Rooney 
compared the mood of a 
teachers’ meeting following 
the Campbell announcement 
to a funeral service.“I always enjoyed working 

with him,” said Rooney, who 
is a representative of the 
Addison Central Education 
Association teachers’ union. 
“It felt like I was working 
with him, not for him.”Campbell himself was 

somewhat vague on his 
reasons for leaving. He 
announced his decision 
through a two short 

paragraphs in an email to the school community that 

arrived at 3:50 p.m. on Monday:
“After much contemplation, many conversations 

with family and some deep introspection, I have 

decided to resign my position as MUHS principal. I 

have enjoyed my time as an educator but I’m ready 

for a different challenge that helps me to better 

balance all aspects of my life.
“It has been a deep honor to be part of the MUHS 

community and I will cherish the memories I’ve 

made. I will work with (Addison Central School 

District Superintendent Peter) Burrows and the 

MUHS team to assure a smooth transition,” he 

added. “Thank you for all the kindness and support 

the community has shown my family and me 

throughout our time here.”
The Independent could not reach Campbell 

directly.

JUSTIN CAMPBELL

Homeless among us
CARING CITIZENS GATHERED and held signs on the greens in Addison County 

on Thursday, Jan. 19, to draw attention to the plight of those who don’t have 

a house to live in. This gentleman on the City Green in Vergennes displayed a 

message that all should take to heart. See more photos on Page 14A.Photo by Jason Duquette-Hoffman

MAUSD spending up, but tax rate is falling

Kudos to Middlebury’s 
Haymaker Bun Co., which has 
been picked as one of 20 semi-
finalists for a prestigious 2023 
James Beard Foundation award 
in the category of “Outstanding 
Bakery.” It is the only Vermont 
bakery recognized. The winners 
will be announced on June 5 at 
a ceremony at the Lyric Opera 
of Chicago. The James Beard 
Foundation’s Restaurant and 
Chef Awards are one of five 
separate recognition programs of 
the awards. The 2023 Restaurant 
and Chef semifinalists are 
recognized across 23 categories, 
including the new award for 
Outstanding Bakery. The 
James Beard Foundation is a 
nonprofit organization with a 
mission “to celebrate, support 
and elevate the people behind 
America’s food culture and 
champion a standard of good 
food anchored in talent, equity, 
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By MARIN HOWELL 

LINCOLN — On a snowy, 

below-freezing evening in Lincoln 

last week, Dale and Lucinda 

Cockrell shared with listeners 

at the Lincoln Library stories of 

their recent adventures in a much 

warmer climate. 
The Lincoln residents last fall 

took a 34-day, self-guided 

safari trip through 

South Africa’s Kruger 

National Park. The pair 

took photos of the many 

plants and 
animals they 
encountered 
on their 
journey, which they 

shared at the Jan. 26 

event —along with 

tips for how other 

adventurers could plan a similar 

excursion. 
“Part of the agenda tonight is 

to convince all of you that this 

is a trip you must take, because 

it’s life-changing,” Dale told the 

crowd of around 30.

The Cockrells’ journey began 

in October, with a 15-hour flight 

to Johannesburg. Once in South 

Africa, the couple picked up their 

rental car and drove six hours 

north to Kruger National Park. 

One of Africa’s largest game 

reserves, the park covers 8,000 

square miles, similar in size to the 

state of Vermont. 
Dale and Lucinda began their 

safari at the northern section 

of the park, traversing more 

than 200 miles south to the 

opposite end of the park 

over the course of their 

month-long expedition. 
K r u g e r 
N a t i o n a l 
P a r k 

is home to 

hundreds of 

species of plants 

and animals, many of which the 

couple encountered throughout 

their trip. 
“You don’t go 10 or 15 minutes 

without seeing something, I mean 

EUROPEAN 
BEE-EATER

By MARIN HOWELL 

BRISTOL — In an effort to make youth 

programming more accessible to families in the 

5-town area, the Bristol Recreation Department will 

be implementing a new, “pay what you can” payment 

system for half of its youth camps this summer. The 

payment option will allow families to set the camp 

tuition rate for themselves based on what they’re able 

to afford. 
Taylor Welch, director of the Bristol Hub Teen 

Center, said the recreation department was inspired 

by other local organizations that have adopted a 

similar payment option, such as the Lake Champlain 

Maritime Museum in Ferrisburgh. The museum offers 

a pay what you can option for all of its youth camps 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MONTPELIER — It’s a new 

biennium, but a return to a familiar 

battle for Rep. Robin Scheu.

For six years, the Middlebury 

Democrat has championed 

Vermont’s adoption of a paid family 

leave program to assist people 

needing to take care an infant 

or sick family member, or those 

fleeing domestic violence.

While recent paid-leave 

initiatives have failed to cross the 

finish line, Scheu has high hopes for 

this year’s bill H.66, which would 

create a statewide Paid Family and 

Medical Leave Insurance (PFMLI) 

program.
If passed, the PFMLI program 

would guarantee 12 weeks of paid 

time off to all Vermont workers in 

the event of the birth or adoption of 

a child in their household, illness, 

and/or for those dealing with 

domestic violence or who have a 

family member in the military who’s 

been confirmed for active duty.

Self-employed Vermonters could 

opt-in to the program.

“We’re really trying to cover all 

workers and we’re also focused on 

adequate wage replacement,” Scheu 

said during a recent interview with 

the Independent.
The primary funding mechanism 

for the PFMLI program would be 

a payroll tax equivalent to 0.58% 

of each employee’s covered wages 

— an obligation split between 

the employee and employer. 

The average weekly wage for 

Vermonters during fiscal year 2022 

was $1,135, according to Scheu. 

So the 0.58% PFMLI payroll tax 

would come out to $6.58 per week 

— or $342.32 annually, split evenly 

between the worker and employer. 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — The 

Patricia Hannaford Career Center 

has hired a new superintendent: 

Nicole MacTavish, a longtime 

educator currently working in the 

Marshall Islands. School officials 

and MacTavish worked out final 

terms of a contract on Tuesday.

Assuming she passes muster 

with the Vermont Agency of 

Education, MacTavish will begin 

her new role this summer. She’ll 

succeed interim Superintendent 

Tim Williams, who was hired last 

August after a previous effort to 

replace former Superintendent 

Porter Medical Center needs 

volunteer doulas, who provide 

guidance and support to pregnant 

women during labor. If you have 

experience being a doula and are 

interested in volunteering in the 

Porter Birthing Center, please 

complete a volunteer application 

at portermedical.org or send 

an email to: PMC-Volunteers@

portermedical.org. Note: All 

doula volunteers will be required 

to complete a 24-hour training 

program that will begin in March.

If you’ve been to the Lincoln 

Library lately, you might have noticed 

that a skating rink has been built, 

lined, flooded and iced over (thanks 

to the Lincoln Fire Department and 

Lincoln Sports). Now it’s time to 

celebrate the community ice rink, 

so here’s an invite for local kids, 

adults and everyone in between: 

By MARIN HOWELL 

MIDDLEBURY — Faced 

with managing changes in best 

practices, business competition 

and climate change — not to 

mention the daily challenges 

of raising crops and animals 

— growers and ranchers who 

gathered at the Champlain Valley 

Farmers Coalition annual meeting 

in Middlebury on Tuesday stressed 

that they need to work together.

“I don’t believe you can solve big 

problems without collaboration,” 

said Vijay Nazareth, executive 

director of the coalition. “All of us 

are good at something, but if you 

want to bring about big change, 

you have to work together. So, 

By JOHN FLOWERS

M I D D L E B U R Y 

— Middlebury has 

earned a Neighborhood 

Development Area, or 

NDA, designation from 

the state for a large 

swath of property in its 

core village area. This 

should be a catalyst 

for construction of 

more local affordable 

housing, while giving the 

community priority consideration 

for state grants.
Confirmation of Middlebury’s 

NDA designation came late 

last week through the 

Vermont Department of 

Housing & Community 

Development, and it 

was enthusiastically 

greeted by town officials 

and representatives of 

Summit Properties, 

which is proposing a 

mixed housing project 

of more than 140 

units off Seymour 

Street Extension. Among other 

advantages, Middlebury’s new 

status as one of only 10 NDA-

approved communities in the 

“Without an 

NDA at all, 

affordable 
housing 
projects 
don’t have a 

chance.”
— Jennifer 

Murray

Waterlogged
VICTORIOUS MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE Log Rolling Club member Audrey Welsh keeps her balance on a colorful timber floating in the 

shallow end of the college Natatorium pool Sunday afternoon as a competitor from the University of Vermont gets dunked. See more 

photos from the event on Page 14A.

Independent photo/Steve James

DALE AND LUCINDA Cockrell used a very long camera lens to document this leopard pacing around 

South Africa’s Kruger National Park during their month-long visit last October. The Cockrells shared 

photos and stories from their adventure during a recent presentation at the Lincoln Library.
Photos by Dale Cockrell

ADDISON:
West Addison General 

Store
BRANDON: 
Brandon Discount 

Beverage
Champlain Farms
Gourmet Provence
Hannaford
Jiffy Mart
Junction Store & Deli
Union Street Grocery
Walgreen’s
BRIDPORT:
Pratt’s Store
BRISTOL:
Bristol Country Store
Bristol Discount  

Beverage
Champlain Farms
Maplefields
Shaw’s
Walgreen’s

EAST MIDDLEBURY:
Mac’s Market
Maplefields
Otter East Bakery & Deli
FERRISBURGH:
Jiffy Mart
LINCOLN:
Lincoln General Store
MIDDLEBURY:
Addison Independent
  Office
Champlain Farms
Costello’s Market
Greg’s Market
Hannaford
Hare and The Dog
Kinney Drugs
Maplefields
Middlebury Discount 

Beverage
Middlebury Natural 

Foods Co-op
Middlebury Short Stop

Otter Creek Bakery
Paris Farmers Union
Rosie’s
Shaw’s
Stone Mill Public Market
The Vermont Book Shop
Vermont Field Sports
Vermont’s Own
Village Depot
Walgreen’s
NEW HAVEN: 
Jiffy Mart (7 & 17)
Maplefields
Village Green Market
N. FERRISBURGH:
N. Ferrisburgh Short Stop
ORWELL:
Buxton’s Store
RIPTON:
Ripton Country Store

SALISBURY:
Kampersville Store
 (seasonal)
SHOREHAM:
Shoreham Service 

Center
STARKSBORO:
Jerusalem 4-Corners  

Store
VERGENNES:
BJ’s Farm Supply
Champlain Farms
Kinney Drugs
Shaw’s
Maplefields Vergennes
Vergennes Wine

PAPERS ALSO 
AVAILABLE AT:

Eastview at Middlebury
Porter Hospital/Rehab

CAITLIN  STEELE COLDEN  GOLANN TOM  DRAKE

three finalists: Tom Drake, Caitlin 
Steele, and Colden Golann.

On Thursday, March 23, the 
Hiring Committee will conduct 
final interviews with Golann, 
Drake and Steele in the morning. 
In the evening, they committee will 
hold a “Meet the MUHS Principal 
Finalists” community forum from 
6-8:15 p.m. Each candidate will 
be invited to spend 45 minutes 
with the public in a Zoom online 
meeting. This is the opportunity 
to meet the candidates, ask them 
questions, and provide confidential 
feedback to the committee to aid in 
their final decision. 

To attend the “Meet the MUHS 
Principal Finalists” community 
forum on Thursday, use the Zoom 
meeting link https://tinyurl.com/
MUHSmeetUp; the passcode is: 
MUHS. 

The candidates will be present at 
the following times: 

• 6-6:45 p.m.: Caitlin Steele
• 6:45-7:30 p.m.: Tom Drake
• 7:30-8:15 p.m.: Colden Golann
At the end of the week, the 

Hiring Committee will forward its 
recommendation to Superintendent 
Peter Burrows. The plan is to 
share the final decision with the 
community the week of March 27.

MUHS Principal Justin Campbell 
resigned on Jan. 26, giving only a 
few hours’ notice and no clarity on 
his reasons for leaving other than to 
find “a different challenge that helps 
me to better balance all aspects of 
my life.” Steele was appointed to 
fill in as interim principal while the 
district searches for a replacement.

Here is a brief introduction to the 
three MUHS principal candidates 
in their own words:
Caitlin S. Steele, Ph.D. 

I have been a public school 
educator for over two decades. At 
the start of my career, I taught for 
six years at an alternative school in 
Brighton, Colo., then for five years 
at Otter Valley Union High School 
in Brandon. 

After my daughter was born, 
I spent one year teaching part-
time at the Community College 
of Vermont in Rutland. That year 
I was accepted into the University 
of Vermont’s Ph.D. program 
in Educational Leadership and 
Policy Studies. While at UVM, I 
had the opportunity to teach both 
undergraduate and graduate courses 
in education. 

In 2016, I graduated from UVM 
and accepted a job as Director of 
Teaching and Learning for Addison 
Central School District (ACSD). 
In that role, I developed extensive 

knowledge of the continuum of 
International Baccalaureate (IB) 
programs including the Primary 
Years Program, Middle Years 
Program, Diploma Program and 
Career Related Program. 

I am currently serving as 
Assistant Superintendent of ACSD 
and Interim Principal of Middlebury 
Union High School. I am a fan of 
the IB framework and am eager to 
see it fully developed within the 
Vermont context of personalized 
learning and flexible pathways to 
graduation. I am an advocate for 
student voice and choice and for 
teacher leadership. After seven 
years in district administration, I 
find I have been re-energized by the 
opportunity to work directly with 
students and teachers once again, 
and I am honored to be considered 
for the permanent role of principal. 
Tom Drake

My name is Tom Drake, and I 
am seeking to be the next principal 
of your Middlebury Union High 
School. 

After receiving my undergraduate 
degree in Mathematical Economics 
from Brown University, and 
trying out the banking world for a 
short while, I “found the light” in 
my frequent weekend visits to a 
friend who worked at a boarding 
school, and where I found my 
time with energetic and optimistic 
young people much, much more 
meaningful than my time with 
stodgy bankers. 

I officially entered the profession 
of teaching and learning in 1988, 
as a high school math teacher and 
computer lab facilitator, and with 
the exception of a short stint in 
helping to run a family business in 
Central New York, I have been in 
the education world since. 

I earned my master’s degree in 
education, along with my teaching 
license, from Stanford University, 
and brought that license straight 
to Vermont’s Northeast Kingdom. 
Teaching, coaching, technology 
coordination and administration 
have been my various roles in the 
world of education, and professional 
and personal life took me and my 
family to live and work in Hong 
Kong, London and North Carolina, 
with periods in Vermont in between. 
For the past 14 years, I have been 
the principal of Crossett Brook 
Middle School in Duxbury. 

On a personal level, I currently 
reside in Waterbury, am married (30 
years in July!) to Madeline, who 
works at the McClure Miller Respite 
House in Colchester, and have three 
sons in their 20s who are living their 
lives in various parts of the world. 
My spare time finds me playing 
and following “the beautiful game” 
(aka football or soccer), hanging 
out with my 9-year old dog Pele, 
staying active with snow sports, and 
listening to great podcasts while 
working on challenging puzzles.

I strongly believe that the sum 
of my experiences, combined with 
my open mind and open heart, 
put me in a great position to help 
to lead Middlebury Union High 
School forward. I appreciate your 

time and your attention towards 
my candidacy for this position, and 
for your continued support of the 
Middlebury public school system.
Colden Golann

My name is Colden Golann and 
I am excited about the opportunity 
to visit and potentially join the 
Addison Central community. I grew 
up in Hinesburg, attended CVU, 
and I am proud to be a born and 
raised Vermonter. 

I attended St. Lawrence 
University in Northern New 
York, where I studied History and 
Secondary Education. 

After college I accepted a job 
teaching Computer Technology and 
eventually 6th-8th grade English and 
Social Studies at a small island school 
off of midcoast Maine. Islesboro 
Central School is a K-12 school with 
less than 100 students where I was 
able to serve in many different roles 
including athletic director, soccer 
and basketball coach, and I had the 
opportunity to teach every grade 
level during my time there. 

Following that experience I 
transitioned to the assistant principal 
role at a regional high school of 
about 500 students. During my 
time there I also led the offsite 
alternative program, taught AP 
U.S. Government, and worked to 
build a marine industries immersion 
program for students. 

Currently, I am the principal of 
a 350-student middle school in 
midcoast Maine. In my current role 
I have the opportunity to work every 
day with a group of committed staff 
to support a community that is facing 
significant economic, cultural and 
substance abuse challenges. 

I have great respect for my 
current position but my wife and 
I are looking for an opportunity to 
come home to Vermont to raise our 
10-month-old daughter with our 
yellow lab, chickens and three pigs. 
I am excited about the opportunity to 
join Middlebury Union High School 
and to become a dedicated member 
of the Addison Central community. 
I look forward to meeting many of 
you soon and learning more!

——————
The committee hiring the 

next MUHS principal is led by 
Jay Nichols, who is executive 
director of the Vermont Principals’ 
Association. Committee members 
are:

• Nicole Carter, ACSD Director 
of Equity and Student Services

• Ben Weir, MUHS Assistant 
Principal 

• Tara Martin, MUHS Individuals 
and Societies Teacher

• Joseph Crodelle, MUHS Math 
Teacher

• Debra Hurlburt, MUHS 
Administrative Assistant to the 
Principal

• Adrien Preston, MUHS Director 
of School Counseling

• Emma Morrissey and Atticus 
Peterson, MUHS students

• Piper Harrell, MUHS Parent
• Jason Chance, MUHS Parent 

and ACSD Board Member 
• Lindsey Hescock, ACSD Board 

Member.

MUHS finalists
(Continued from Page 1A)

appreciation.”
Several local brokers have 

addressed the market in recent 
weeks in the Independent’s “Real 
Estate Advice” column (seen in our 
Arts & Leisure section) and drawn 
similar conclusions.

In her March 16 contribution, 
broker Nancy Foster of Champlain 
Valley Properties addressed interest 
rates as a stabilizer in the market: 

“The increase in mortgage rates 
has not kept most buyers out of the 
market. It has meant they need to 
look at less expensive homes. This 
will have an impact on the rise in 
prices, but I don’t think it will bring 
prices down,” she wrote.

 Foster also noted the multiple-
offer frenzy of the past couple years 
also appears to be calming. In some 
cases a half-dozen or more buyers 
were pushing sales prices well over 
listed values in 2021 and 2022.

“We are seeing the number of 
offers on an individual property, 
even a very desirable one, decrease 
this year. If more sellers put their 
properties on the market, I think 
we will see a decrease in multiple 
offers, which will keep prices from 
being bid up,” she said.

On March 9, broker Bonnie 
Gridley of Re/Max North 
Professionals The Gridley 
Group wrote that she sees buyers 
getting more leverage in the market 
this year, but sellers not losing all of 
their position of strength:

“I believe as soon as the winter 
weather abates … we will see more 
inventory coming onto the market. 
But a word of caution to the buyers 
who have been looking now for a 
long time waiting for the market 
to turn in their favor: The market 
we will see this year will not be 
a buyers’ market, but if anything 
more of a balanced one.”

Broker Jill Fraga of The Real 
Estate Company of Vermont made 
a couple points on March 2. First, 
even with demand running high, 
property condition and pricing still 
matters when it comes time to sell: 

“We continue to find that 
appropriately priced, move-in ready 
properties are still experiencing 

competition from buyers and are 
therefore often only on the market 
for a shorter number of days. On 
the other hand, properties that have 
been priced substantially higher 
than their competition, or need 
some TLC, tend to be on the market 
for longer, and may even see price 
reductions, ultimately 
leading to more time on 
market with less buyer 
competition.”

Fraga, like other 
professionals have 
pointed out around 
the nation, said a form 
of market gridlock 
can also reduce 
inventory: Because 
of the tight market, 
some homeowners are 
choosing to sit it out and 
not put their houses up 
for sale. 

“There are many 
prospective sellers that 
would like to move 
on from their current 
property, but the fear of not finding 
their next house has made them 
hesitant,” Fraga wrote.

Other contributors to the Real 
Estate Advice series earlier this 
year were Lisa Sargent, managing 
broker of Berkshire Hathaway 
Home Services/Vermont Realty 
Group, and broker Amey Ryan of 
IPJ.
OTHER TRENDS

Benton also pointed to other 
trends, one being that commercial 
properties have risen in value along 
with homes, which he said hasn’t 
always been the case in recent years.

“This time they’re all going up,” 
he said.

Lakefront sales have also been 
strong, Benton said. He pointed 
to four sales of over $2 million in 
Panton and Ferrisburgh in the past 
15 months and a few others over $1 
million, and the fact that a number 
of Ferrisburgh properties on leased 
land on Long Point also moved in 

2022.
Because of higher 

interest rates, refinances 
“have essentially 
stopped,” he said, 
although a number of 
homeowners are taking 
advantages of their 
increased property 
values to borrow against 
new-found equity 
“regardless of what the 
interest rate is.”

Others are financing 
new homes.

“We’re seeing some 
construction loans, too,” 
Benton said, mostly 
for modular homes or 
“average stick-built” 

houses costing between $350,000 
and $500,000 to build.

As has been the case for decades, 
the county’s northern half has seen 
a stronger market, Benton said, 
and although sales were stronger 
in 2021 and 2022 than in the past 
in the southern half, the values 
did not increase the same way as 
in their neighboring towns to the 
north. 

“North Addison County 
and central Addison County, 
Middlebury, Cornwall, is still really 
strong,” Benton said. “The southern 
part of the county is seeing more 
sales, but the values haven’t gone 
up that much.”

 Number  Percentage  Average Days Median
Year of Sales Increase  on Market Price
2022 304  -28.2%  31  $395,000
2021 421  +11.7%  59  $340,000
2020  377  -1.9%  109  $285,000
2019  384  NA 113  $262,000
2018  344  NA 113 $268,750

Source: Northern New England Real Estate Network

Homesales data shows rising values

Real Estate
(Continued from Page 1A)

In his message on Tuesday, 
Bratko did not specify 
the challenges that 
led to his departure. 
A particular focus 
for administrators at 
Bristol Elementary 
School (BES) and in 
the MAUSD has been 
evaluating the district’s 
systems for supporting 
its students in light 
of a recent history of 
student misbehavior. 

In the fall of 2021, 
multiple incidents 
involving students at BES 
prompted teachers to ask the 
MAUSD board for help. This 
past December, MAUSD parents 

and staff once again requested 
assistance from district officials 

following an incident 
involving a student in 
crisis at BES.   

Bristol Elementary 
School is not alone in 
facing these challenges. 
In 2022, the National 
Center for Education 
Statistics found that over 
80 percent of public 
schools throughout the 
country reported that the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
has negatively affected 
student behavior and 

socio-emotional development and 
led to an increase in behavioral 
incidents involving students. 

This past fall, MAUSD began 

assessing the systems it has in place 
for supporting students to measure 
the effectiveness of those systems 
and their ability to maintain a safe 
learning and working environment. 

MAUSD Superintendent Reen 
addressed Bratko’s departure in a 
message to community members 
on Tuesday evening. 

“I wish to thank Mr. Bratko for 
his service to BES and wish him 
the best in his future endeavors,” 
he wrote.  

Reen added that Bristol 
Elementary School’s assistant 
principal, Bill Huggett, will 
serve as acting principal for the 
remainder of the school year. The 
district will begin its search for a 
new principal for the 2023-2024 in 
the coming days. 

Bratko
(Continued from Page 1A)

PRINCIPAL 
JOHN BRATKO

“There 
are many 
prospective 
sellers that 
would like to 
move on from 
their current 
property, but 
the fear of 
not finding 
their next 
house has 
made them 
hesitant.” 

— Jill Fraga

NATIONAL BEER DAY 
IS APRIL 7!

260 Court Street,Suite 3
Middlebury, VT

(former location of Olympia Sports)

www.Hare.dog    |    (802) 458-8060

Hop  
on in!
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Helping Young Families Get The Right Start

Free Community Playgroups

For more information please contact Jennifer at 802-989-6358

Parents, Caregivers and Children are invited 
to come for fun, stories, healthy snacks, 
music and of course PLAY!

Tuesdays 9:30-11:00
at the Congregational Church in Middlebury

Wednesdays 9:30-11:00
at the Bristol Federated Church (37 North St)

Thursdays 9:30-11:00 at the Congregational 
Church (30 South Water St) in Vergennes 

  

884 Route 74E, Shoreham, VT • 802-897-2448 • vermonttradewinds.com
7 miles from Rt 30 Cornwall Junction (please call for directions)

2023 Vermont Maple Syrup is available! 
 Don’t forget to bring your own container to fill up with Syrup-On-Tap!

Maple Open House & Pancake BreakfastMaple Open House & Pancake Breakfast
Outdoor Affair — dress warm!Outdoor Affair — dress warm!

March 25th, Saturday (9 - 12 pm)    
All-You-Can-Eat Pancake BreakfastAll-You-Can-Eat Pancake Breakfast

with fresh maple syrup, sausage, homemade home fries, coffee, 
and juice.  $10 Adult  •  $9 Child          

March 25th, Saturday (11 - 3 pm)  

Masks  

Optional

Indoors

Maple Sap Hot Dogs and ChipsMaple Sap Hot Dogs and Chips  
Maple Cream Donuts, Maple Walnut bars, Maple Popcorn, 

& Maple Cotton Candy
See how maple syrup is made the old fashion way! 

Headliners
THESPIANS AT VERGENNES 

Union High School took to 
the stage for the school’s 
production of “Newsies” 
this past Thursday through 
Saturday. The popular musical 
tells the story of newsboy 
Jack Kelley, who rallies fellow 
newsies to protest unfair 
conditions in the publishing 
industry following an increase 
in distribution prices. Shown 
during a dress rehearsal last 
week are, clockwise from 
left, Peyton Paquette as Jack 
Kelley leaps through the air, 
the band of newsies cheer the 
group’s victory, Matilda Seyler 
as reporter Katherine Plumber, 
newsie Ava Holmes dances 
with a broom, Jack listens to 
Katherine read aloud from the 
news, three Bowery Beauties — 
Isabelle Van Voorst, left, Megan 
Willis and Abigail Flint — make 
a point, and Calvin Gramling 
as Crutchie encourages the 
newsies. 

Photos by Phil Gramling
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Benefits include: Medical, 401k, & Vacation days
TO APPLY:

88 Seymour St., Middlebury  •  Contact Skip Cray at 802-388-7000 or scray@bbinc.us

Drivers
Requirements:

• Commercial driver’s license  • Clean driving record
• Willing to learn and handle multiple tasks  • Positive Attitude

• Willing to work long hours in the spring  • Agricultural background preferred

APPLY NOW!

NEW HAVEN — It took more 
than just knowing the answer to 
questions at the 2023 Addison 
County 4-H Dairy Quiz Bowl. 
Contestants had to be the first to 
buzz in with the correct response 
to score points.

Twenty-eight 4-H members 
took part in the March 5 event at 
the New Haven Town Hall. In 
addition to the buzzer rounds, they 
also completed a written test with 
the scores from both combined to 
determine placements in each age 
division.

After a couple of ties and runoff 
questions, the results were as 
follows:

8- and 9-year-olds: 1. Rowdy 
Pope, Bridport; 2. Thomas Allen, 
Vergennes; 3. Olivia Tudhope, 
Orwell; 4. Sophia Roleau, Bristol; 
5. Ella Pope, Shoreham; 6. Nora 
Plouffe; 7. Desiree Plouffe, 
Bridport; 8. Sophee Shepard, 
Vergennes; 9. Lacey Barber, New 
Haven.

10- and 11-year-olds: 1. 
Caroline Compagna, Whiting; 
2. Renee Plouffe, Bridport; 3. 
Gracelynn Barber, Shoreham.

12- and 13-year-olds: 1. 
Caroline Allen, Vergennes; 2. 

MARTHA SEIFERT, THE Addison County 4-H educator, poses 
with Caroline Compagna after the awards ceremony at the Addison 
County 4-H Dairy Quiz Bowl, March 5 in New Haven. The Whiting 
4-H’er placed first in the 10- and 11-year-olds division.

Photo by Dawn Livingston

UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT Extension 4-H educator Martha Seifert 
congratulates Isabella Wilbur, an Orwell 4-H’er, for coming in first in 
the senior division (ages 14-18) at the annual Addison County 4-H 
Dairy Quiz Bowl, March 5 in New Haven. 

Photo by Dawn Livingston

ROWDY POPE, BRIDPORT, beams after being awarded a blue 
ribbon for his first-place finish in the 8- and 9-year-olds division at 
the Addison County 4-H Dairy Quiz Bowl, held March 5 at the New 
Haven Town Hall. 

Photo by Dawn Livingston

VERGENNES 4-H’ER 
CAROLINE Allen captured first 
place in the 12- and 13-year-old 
division at the 2023 Addison 
County 4-H Dairy Quiz Bowl, 
March 5 in New Haven. 

Photo by Becky Allen

4-H kids do
well at local
Dairy Quiz

(See Dairy quiz, Page 13A)
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LET US TAKE 
THE WORRY 
OUT OF TAX 
SEASON.

Loans & Leases

Financial   
Record-Keeping

Payroll Services

Profitability Consulting

Tax Preparation &   
Planning

Appraisals

Estate Planning

Beginning Farmer   
Programs

Crop Insurance

Our specialists understand ag taxes so you 
don’t have to. 

Tax laws change every year. Especially ag 
taxes. That’s why more producers rely on the 
tax specialists at Farm Credit East to do theirs. 
We know the ever-changing tax laws and 
requirements that are unique to agriculture. 
And we do our best to capture every 
deduction you’re entitled.

This tax season, save both time 
and stress by working with 
Farm Credit East.

farmcrediteast.com
800.562.2235

 

Reed’s EquipmentReed’s Equipment

Supporting Agriculture in Addison County  
& Beyond Since 1988

 759-2562 
4373 VT Rte. 17W  •  Addison, Vermont

Happy National Ag Week!Happy National Ag Week!

HUESTIS
FARM SUPPLY, LLC

3877 Crown Point Rd., Bridport, VT  •  802-758-2289

We carry these major brands and more!

Celebrating
National Ag Week!

Taryn Burns, Whiting; 3. Kylee 
Shepard, Vergennes; 4. McKenzie 
Ball, Vergennes; 5. Ava Wood, 
Shoreham; 6. Bella Roell, 
Middlebury.

14 and older: 1. Isabella Wilbur, 
Orwell; 2. Michael Plouffe, 
Bridport; 3. Hailee Allen, New 
Haven; 4. Morgan White, Whiting; 
5. Alyssa Warren, Shoreham; 
6. Emma Deering, Middlebury; 
7. Ruby Hubbell, Shoreham; 8. 
Peyton Ball, Vergennes; 9. Brailey 
Livingston, New Haven; 10. 
Jayden Ploof, Panton.

Serving as moderators, scorers 
and score keepers for the quiz bowl 
were adult volunteers Courtney 
Banach, South Burlington; Sonya 
Barber, Shoreham; Melanie 
Harrison and Stephanie Pope, both 
from Bridport; Cindy Kayhart, 
Vergennes; Karissa Livingston and 
Dawn Livingston, New Haven; 
and Cady White, Whiting. Ribbons 
were provided by the Addison 
County 4-H Foundation.

Contact University of Vermont 
Extension 4-H educator Martha 
Seifert at martha.seifert@uvm.edu 
to learn more about the 4-H dairy 
program in Addison County.

Dairy quiz
(Continued from Page 12A)

AT THE STATE 4-H Dairy Quiz Bowl on March 11, those in the 10- 
and 11-year-old age group earning rosette ribbons were, Tenley 
Chittenden of Shoreham, front left, Jazmine Cram of Leicester, back 
second from right, and Annabelle Hackett of Middlebury, back right.

Photo by Courtney Banach

BURLINGTON — At the 2023 
State 4-H Dairy Quiz Bowl on 
March 11, Addison County 4-H’ers 
demonstrated their ability to quickly 
and accurately answer dairy-related 
questions under pressure.

The competition, held at the 
University of Vermont (UVM) 
in Burlington, attracted 43 
competitors, ages 8 to 18. It included 
a written exam and several rounds 
of oral questions on a wide range of 

topics including cattle breeds, dairy 
nutrition, herd health, feeds and 
forages, anatomy, genetics, milk 
production and the dairy industry.

Up to 10 rosette ribbons were 
awarded in each age division with 
the top four seniors (ages 14-18) 
named to the State 4-H Dairy Quiz 
Bowl Team that will represent 
Vermont in New England regional 
and national competitions this year.
Addison County team members 

include Torrey Hanna of Addison, 
who finished first, Morgan White 
of Whiting (third); and Brailey 
Livingston of New Haven (fourth). 
They will be joined by second place 
finisher Amy Vaughan of Newbury.

County 4-H’ers who also 
competed in this division included 
Peyton Ball and Christopher 
Brown, both from New Haven; 
Chyanna Stone of Brandon and 
Alyssa Warren of Shoreham.

Placements for the three younger 
age groups were as follows:

12- and 13-year-olds: Caroline 
Allen, Ferrisburgh (first).

10- and 11-year-olds: Tenley 
Chittenden, Shoreham (first); 
Jazmine Cram, Leicester (sixth); 
and Annabelle Hackett, Middlebury 
(seventh).

8- and 9-year-olds: Rowdy Pope 
of Bridport (first); Olivia Tudhope 
of Orwell (second); Sutton 

Chittenden of Shoreham (fourth); 
Thomas Allen of Ferrisburgh 
(fifth); and Ella Pope of Shoreham 
(eighth). 

Volunteers included Becky Allen 
of Ferrisburgh, Stephanie Pope of 
Bridport, and Cady White, Whiting.

To learn more about the Vermont 
4-H dairy program, contact Wendy 
Sorrell at wendy.sorrell@uvm.edu.

Addison County 4-H’ers gave quick, accurate answers

BURLINGTON — Middle and 
high school students with an interest 
in agrotechnology are encouraged 
to apply for a week-long residential 
academy this summer through the 
AgroTek Innovation program.

Current Grade 7-11 students may 
apply for one of three academies: 
Culturing Cells for Healthier 
Soils, Shifting the Waste to Value 
Paradigm or Using Virtual Reality 
for More Precise Agriculture. The 
academies will run concurrently on 
the University of Vermont  campus 
from June 25-30.

Accommodations and meals will 
be in the UVM residential halls. 
There is no cost to attend although 
each program is limited to 12 
students.

Participants will head back to 
campus on July 28 for the Agrotek 
Innovation Slam. This pitch-style 
competition will provide an 

opportunity to share projects that 
demonstrate what they learned 
through their academy.

Youths enrolled in the Culturing 
Cells for Healthier Soils Academy 
will explore root systems and 
associated microbes of the “three 
sisters” (beans, squash and corn), the 
foundation of indigenous agriculture. 
They also will learn about microbial 
diversity and abundance, new 
sustainable cropping systems and 
cutting-edge tools for measuring 
root systems.

Shifting the Waste to Value 
Paradigm Academy students will 
study ways to turn agricultural 
waste into sustainable products and 
sources of income for local farmers. 
They will use critical thinking 
to develop and practice skills to 
respond to community needs as well 
as design innovative approaches for 
waste-to-value bioproducts.

The Using Virtual Reality 
for More Precise Agriculture 
Academy will engage students in 
computer lab research and on-farm 
learning to apply tools, such as 
augmented reality and artificial 
intelligence, to help farmers make 
informed decisions regarding farm 
management practices and address 
agricultural challenges due to 
climate change.

Throughout the week, participants 
will work with UVM researchers 
and undergraduate mentors who will 
share information and assist them 
with research in laboratories and the 
field. They also will take part in field 
trips to off-campus businesses, such 
as the UVM Horticulture Research 
and Education Center, Full Circle 
Microbes and GameTheory; attend 
presentations and enjoy movies and 
guided tours of the UVM campus 
and Burlington.

The UVM College of Agriculture 
and Life Sciences and UVM 
Extension 4-H launched the AgroTek 
Innovation program in 2022 to help 
middle and high school youths build 
agriscience and biotechnology skills. 
Funding is provided by a National 
Institute of Food and Agriculture 
Food and Agricultural Non-formal 
Education grant.

Details and a link to the application 
can be found at go.uvm.edu/agrotek. 
Students who attended last year 
are eligible to apply for a different 
academy.

The application deadline is April 
7 with notification by the end of 
April. If accepted and requiring 
language interpretation, translation 
assistance and/or a disability-related 
accommodation to participate, 
contact Liz Kenton at liz.kenton@
uvm.edu or (802) 656-7535 by April 
25.

AgroTek summer camps to train youngsters

ADDISON COUNTY 4-H’ERS Torrey Hanna of Addison, left front, Morgan White of Whiting, center front, 
and Brailey Livingston of New Haven, second from front right; placed in the top four at the state 4-H 
Dairy Quiz Bowl on March 11 for the 14-18 age group. The trio will represent Vermont in the upcoming 
New England competition.
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DIGITAL DOESN’T HAVE TO BE HARD
Here at the Addy Indy we have always seen it as our job to 

help connect your business with its clients.

As times change and technology evolves, pairing
digital services with your print advertising campaigns is the 

best way to quickly & efficiently connect with the community.

Independent Digital Marketing can help you
better reach our region with:

digital@addisonindependent.com

802-388-4944

addisonindependent.com/independent-digital-marketing

CONTACT US TODAY TO GET STARTED!

DIGITAL DIRECTORY 
MANAGEMENT

ONLINE 
ADVERTISING

WEB DESIGN & 
DEVELOPMENT

 

FREE SITE EVALUATIONS
802.453.2500   •   BristolElectronicsVT.com

Lincoln, VT Homeowner 
Recommends Bristol Electronics

Phase I - 2014
For a long time I had been thinking of going solar, but had not pursued it until I talked with a neighbor who 
just had hers installed. I contracted with her installer and soon had panels on the roof that supplied all of my 
household electricity, with some extra capacity to supply an on-demand electric water heater I soon put in. I 
loved not hearing the propane boiler firing up in the summer to keep domestic water hot for the shower I’d be 
taking 16 hours later. Thrilled with the installation and not having an electric bill. I even splurged and bought 
my first ever noisy window A/C.

Phase II - 2016
While my primary heat source has been a woodstove and later a pellet stove, the propane boiler served as my 
backup. On a December road trip to PEI, I discovered the 25+ year old propane boiler died on me. I’m lucky to 
have had a monitoring system to notice this and awesome neighbors to feed pellets until I got back. Rather than 
buy another fossil fuel burning device, I decided to have heat pumps installed.  At the time Bristol Electronics 
didn’t install those, but they were very competitive as I shopped around for additional solar capacity. So in 
February 2016 they were on the roof installing panels that would provide enough electricity year round to supply 
my heating needs.  And, since the heat pump also cools the house quietly on the hottest days, I sold the window 
unit.  Maybe I’m just getting older, but there seems to be more and more of those hot days.

Phase III - 2019
Since I commute from So. Lincoln to Burlington, I’ve always felt guilty about all of the CO2 I’ve been 
emitting to get to work. I still have 7-10 years before I can even think about retiring, so I decided to make the 
investment and buy an electric car. And part of that investment was to buy the additional solar capacity to 
power it. I didn’t think twice about having Bristol Electronics do it. My roof was running out of space, and since 
it has a low pitch, snow coverage was a issue for the last two years. This time I worked with Chris, Stephen, 
Dave and Trevor to have a ground mount installed that will be easy to clear the snow off of. They did amazing 
work, despite weather issues, and were actually able to make some long overdue landscaping improvements 
during the process. I couldn’t be happier with my experience with this team!
 

          ~ Paul Webb, Lincoln, VT

involved,” he said. “It was many 
people working together for a 
common cause that showed that 
when people come together, great 
things can happen, and vital projects 
can become a reality.”

Seeds for the project were planted 
around three years ago, when Royer 
and parishioners at St. Peter’s and 
St. Ambrose took part in a sit-in 
of the diocese. Royer said during 
the sit-in, individuals were asked 
to explore what the greatest needs 
were in their communities. 

“Our committees determined 
it was outreach to our migrant 
workers. That was the first step, 
becoming more aware of the 
migrant farm workers, who they 
were and what their situation was 
and needs were,” he said. 

Parishioners at the two churches 
met with the Addison Allies 
Network, a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to supporting the county’s 
migrant community, and formed 
an outreach committee to focus on 
meeting the needs of local migrant 
workers. The outreach committee, 
now named the Catholic Migrant 
Ministry of Addison County, began 
meeting with members of the 
migrant community and finding 
ways to meet their needs locally.  

Through those meetings, 
parishioners became connected 
with a handful of migrant workers 
in Addison County that were from 
San Jose Monteverde, a village 
in the Mexican state of Oaxaca. 
Committee members began talking 
with the local migrant workers 
about the needs of their home 
communities and learned of the 
lack of clean drinking water in the 
Mexican village. 

Royer explained that families in 
San Jose Monteverde were allotted 
300 liters (around 80 gallons)  of 
water per day, accessible through 
a cistern located on a nearby 
mountain. 

“Families would come and fill up 
their buckets and when the water 
ran out, if you didn’t get your water 
for the day, you wouldn’t get your 

water for the day. It was sort of a 
first come, first served,” he said. 

A catchment system collected the 
water in the cistern, though there 
was no filtration process in place. 

“None of it was clean drinking 
water, it was for domestic use only, 
but they still drank it because they 
didn’t have anything else. So, there 
were a lot of illnesses and ailments,” 
Royer said. 

Parishioners at St. Peter’s and St. 
Ambrose began working to raise 
funds and facilitate the installation 
of a water purification system 
for San Jose Monteverde. Royer 
worked with fellow Vergennes 
Rotarian Scott Gaines to secure 
a $74,199 grant through Rotary 
International’s Rotary Foundation. 

The Vergennes Rotary, 
parishioners at St. Peter’s and St. 
Ambrose and other community 
members raised funds for the 
matching grant. The Oaxaca Rotary 
also supported the project and 
together, the groups raised over 
$100,000 to fund the installation of 
the water system. 

To implement the system, 
the group worked with Healing 
Waters International, a Christian 
nonprofit that works to increase 
access to clean water around the 
world. Engineers at Healing Waters 
determined that families in San 
Jose Monteverde actually needed 
three times the 300 liters of water 
they were allotted each day, with a 
portion of that water being purified 
for drinking. 

The newly installed clean water 
system both increases the amount 
of water residents have access to 
and purifies some of it to ensure 
individuals have clean drinking 
water. Water collected on the 
mountain now flows into the water 
purification building that was 
installed this past fall. 

The project also tapped into a 
water source located on the other 
side of the mountain. Water from 
that river will be pumped up the 
hill and gravity-fed into a tank for 
residents to access. The additional 
water source will help triple the 

amount of water available to 
San Jose Monteverde residents. 
Remaining work on the project 
includes installing the solar panels 
that will power that pump. 

Royer, Gaines and Vergennes 
resident and translator Patricia Reed 
visited San Jose Monteverde this 
past November to see the newly 
installed water purification building. 
Royer commended the work of local 
residents who supplied the labor for 
the project.  

“It was no small task getting the 
materials up there. They had to 
carry all of the material up this hill, 
four kilometers worth of piping,” he 
said. “The marvel of what they were 
able to do by manpower and with 
donkeys was spectacular.”  

Gaines also acknowledged all 
of the pieces that came together to 
complete the project. 

“It’s really kind of an incredible 
project to think of how much effort 
it took to put this all together,” he 
said. “When Father Royer and I 
put this grant together, I called this 
project a leap of faith, because that’s 
what we were doing.”

Residents of San Jose Monteverde 

are also excited to see the project 
nearing completion. Ignacio 
Bautista Bautista, who lives in the 
village and has been involved in the 
project, said he is grateful for the 
partnership and the people of San 
Jose Monteverde who took part in 
the effort. 

“I am eager to see this project 
completed for my family and my 
community,” he said in a comment 
passed on via Patricia Reed. “This 
project will provide clean drinking 
water and support crop growth in 
family fields. Everyone is healthier 
because of this project. It has helped 
our community immensely.”
MARCH 26 EVENT 

As work on the clean water 
system nears completion, the team 
will share the project details with 
community members. Royer, 
Gaines and Reed will lead a 
presentation about the project this 
Sunday, March 26, at 1 p.m. at St. 
Peter’s Church Hall in Vergennes. 

“A lot of the parishioners and 
community members have donated 
to this project, and we want to 
show them in appreciation and 
thanksgiving of their donations what 

they were able to make possible,” 
Royer said of the upcoming 
presentation. 

Though there are no other projects 
currently in the works, Royer noted 
the possibility of hearing from local 
migrant workers about other ways 
to meet needs in the communities 
around San Jose Monteverde. 

“There are nine other towns on 
the mountain range. They all have 
needs as well. Once we have a 
sense of those other communities 
and what their needs are, if there 
are groups that would like to assist 
them, we would be happy to make 
those connections happen,” he said.

During the March 26 event, Patty 
Lewis, chair of the Catholic Migrant 
Ministry of Addison County, 
will also share some of outreach 
committee’s ongoing work. In 
addition to the clean water project, 
members of the committee have 
been working to support residents 
of San Jose Monteverde through 
other initiatives.  

Lewis said the committee has 
been collaborating with basket 
weavers in the Mexican village, 
shipping their handmade works to 

Vermont and selling them at events 
and in stores throughout Addison 
County. Committee members sell 
the baskets on behalf of the women 
who make them, since COVID-19-
related restrictions have reduced 
travel opportunities and closed the 
markets in Mexico at which they 
would typically sell their wares.  

“The clean water project sort 
of kicked us off as a committee to 
exploring other ways of helping 
that town,” she said. “We need to 
discuss what their need is, is (selling 
baskets) still a need for them and 
is it one that we help with or is 
there something else? We do want 
to investigate other ways to help 
them.”

Lewis added that the committee 
also works to address the local 
needs of the Addison County’s 
migrant community, in part through 
food and clothing donations, and 
is looking to expand its work 
throughout the area. 

“We are broader than just these 
two churches, we are reaching into 
Middlebury more now,” she said. 
“We’re broadening our reach and 
trying to live up to our new name.”

Water
(Continued from Page 1A)

THIS WATER PURIFICATION building was constructed in the Mexican town of San Jose Monteverde as part of an effort to bring clean 
drinking water to the town’s roughly 1,000 inhabitants. Parishioners from St. Peter’s and St. Ambrose Catholic churches, the Vergennes 
Rotary and a cohort of other organizations teamed up on the project.  

Photo courtesy of Scott Gaines
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If  you’re not sleeping,  
maybe you’re doing it wrong.

   

MAUI™
MEDIUM

      Twin Set ...... $849
     Full Set ........... $949
      Queen Set ........... $999
   King Set ............... $1399

Simmons Beautyrests are designed to bring you better quality sleep – 
so you’ll have more energy the next day.

   
      Twin Set ...... $895
     Full Set ......... $1095
      Queen Set ......... $1299
   King Set ............... $1699

CAYMAN™
EXTRA FIRM

  

L-CLASS™
MEDIUM

      
     Twin Set ....... $2599
    Full Set ............ $3099
   Queen Set ............ $3299
 King Set ................. $4099

  

L-CLASS™
FIRM

    
       Twin Set ........ $2299
    Full Set ............ $2799
    Queen Set ........... $2999  
King Set ................. $3799

  

L-CLaSS™
PiLLow ToP

    
     Twin XL SeT .... $2999
    FuLL SeT ............ $3299
    Queen SeT ............. $3599
  King SeT ................. $4399

  

C-CLASS™
FIRM

      Twin Set .... $3199
     Full Set ......... $3599
      Queen Set ......... $3899
   King Set ............... $4799

  

C-CLASS™
MEDIUM

    
      Twin Set ...... $3199
   Full Set ........... $3599
      Queen Set ......... $3899
   King Set ............... $4799

1-800-261-WOOD
802-388-6297

• FREE Delivery
• FREE Set-up
• FREE Removal

    www.woodwarevt.com 

FREEDELIVERY

Route 7 South • Middlebury VT  •  Hours: Monday-Saturday 9-5, Closed Sundays

Motion 
Separation 

Index

170
Super pocketed coil™ SpringS
the gold Standard in undiSturbed reSt.

All Simmons® mattresses are built 
so well you never have to flip them

for the life of the mattress.

NEAT TV, has documented so 
many events through the years.” 

The 5-Town Friends of the 
Arts, or the 5TFA, is a nonprofit 
organization committed to 
providing opportunities for 
residents in Bristol, Lincoln, 
Monkton, New Haven and 
Starksboro to engage in and 
appreciate the region’s arts and 
cultural heritage.

Each year, 5TFA’s annual 
celebration invites residents 
to gather, meet 
the organization’s 
board and celebrate 
a member of the 
community for their 
contributions to the 
arts in the 5-town area. 

This year’s 
celebration will be the 
first the organization 
has held since the 
start of the pandemic 
in 2020. The event is 
scheduled for April 
2 at 2 p.m. at Holley 
Hall. That’s where 
5TFA will honor 
Arbuckle’s contributions.

“I am looking forward to the 
arts community gathering together 
after the COVID hiatus,” Ceballos 
said. “It will be good for the folks 
to see 5-Town Friends still viable 
and going strong.”

The April celebration will also 
give the 5TFA a chance to recognize 
Arbuckle, whom the organization 
had hoped to recognize at its 
annual celebration in 2020.

The board chose Arbuckle as 
this year’s recipient in part because 
of how she has captured various 
cultural events throughout Bristol 
over the years, Ceballos said. 

“We’re always looking for 
somebody that has contributed a 
lot, but done so over a long period 
of time,” he explained.   
A HOBBY THAT CLICKED 

Arbuckle first moved to 
Bristol in the 1970s, shortly after 
graduating from Boston University 
with a degree in philosophy and 
religion. She began building a 
cabin for herself in the woods, and 
quickly took a liking to the Green 
Mountain State.  

Soon after she’d changed her 
address, Arbuckle received a 
gift that would change her life in 
another way. 

“Somebody gave me a camera, 
and that was really it. It absolutely 
clicked, and I feel forever grateful,” 
she said. “I just fell in love with 
film and images.” 

Through her explorations with 
the camera and different forms of 
photography, Arbuckle discovered 
a passion for documentary 
filmmaking. She returned to Boston 

to study the craft at 
the Massachusetts 
Institute of 
Technology, and 
subsequently worked 
in Boston and New 
York as a camera 
operator and editor in 
addition to producing 
and showing her own 
work at festivals and 
museums throughout 
the country. 

Eventually, she 
found her way back 
to Vermont and 
began sharing the art 

of filmmaking with community 
members of all ages through 
artist residencies and media 
workshops. Arbuckle also started a 
documentary program at the now-
closed Burlington College during 
her time teaching in the school’s 
film department. 

“It’s been so interesting teaching 
and sharing with people, whether 
it’s kids or adults or teenagers, this 
joy of filmmaking. It’s just such a 
joy,” Arbuckle said. “(Filmmaking) 
is a beautiful way of connecting 
with people.” 

Ceballos said Arbuckle’s work in 
teaching others about filmmaking 
is another reason the 5TFA chose 
to honor her at this year’s annual 
celebration. 

“She’s passed on her knowledge 
and her expertise to a lot of young 
folks that have been able to go on 
and do their own filmmaking,” he 
said. 
MEDIA THAT MATTERS 

In 2002, Arbuckle found a 
way to blend her passion for 
filmmaking with her love for the 
5-town area. Around that time, she 

heard that a group of parents and 
teachers in Bristol were looking to 
start up a public access television 
station. 

“It was sort of an added chance 
to explore media in this way in 
my community and making it 
useful and meaningful to people,” 
Arbuckle recalled. 

Arbuckle applied for the job and 
was hired to help create the station. 
In the early days of starting NEAT, 
Arbuckle leaned on the expertise 
of Dick Thodal at Middlebury 
Community Television, a local 
legend in community television, 
and met with members of Bristol’s 
various boards to talk about 
recording their meetings. 

Arbuckle said some of those 
initial conversations centered 
around making sure selectboard 
members and others were 
comfortable with the filming. 

“When I started filming, it 
was really important to be really 
respectful,” she said. “It was just 
talking with them and saying I’d 
like to be doing this, how do you 

feel about it?” 
Today, NEAT covers public 

meetings and local events in the 
Bristol area, which are broadcast 
on Comcast Cable channel 1080 
and are livestreamed online at 
neatbristol.com. 

As NEAT’s 
longtime executive 
director, Arbuckle has 
witnessed the media 
center’s home move 
from a darkroom in 
the library at Mount 
Abraham Union 
High School to its 
current location 
off Bristol’s Main 
Street. Additionally, 
Arbuckle has navigated major 
changes in technology over the 
last two decades, as cameras have 
shrunk in size and VHS tapes have 
become obsolete. 

While much has changed 
within the media landscape, 
Arbuckle’s mission at NEAT has 
remained the same. From filming 
selectboard meetings to the 

Ripton Community Coffee House 
concert series, Arbuckle said she 
has always sought to capture real 
things in real time throughout the 
Bristol-area. 

“Some of it is filming nuts and 
bolts that is really critical, that is 

the civic government 
and all the meetings, 
but it’s also filming 
all of the wonderful 
things that happen in 
this community,” she 
said. “Those sorts of 
things are really just 
fantastic.”

While Arbuckle 
hopes to provide the 
5-town community 

with media that matters through 
her work at NEAT, she feels her 
time with the television station 
has been rewarding on her end of 
the camera as well. 

“It’s using what I know as a 
filmmaker and with documentaries 
and my subject matter is my 
community,” she said of the work. 
“It’s wonderful, I feel very lucky.” 

Filmmaker
(Continued from Page 1A)

LOCAL FILMMAKER MARY Arbuckle has captured film and video images of countless public meetings and cultural events during her time 
at Northeast Access Television. Her decades of work in community TV will be recognized at the 5-Town Friends of the Arts annual celebration 
next month. 

Independent photo/Marin Howell

MARY ARBUCKLE HAS for 
decades documented events in 
the Bristol area through her work 
at Northeast Access Television. 
Next month, the 5-Town Friends 
of the Arts will honor Arbuckle 
for her contributions to the 
community through her work in 
and outside of the media center. 

Independent photo/Marin Howell

“Somebody 
gave me a 
camera, and 
that was really 
it. It absolutely 
clicked, and 
I feel forever 
grateful. I just 
fell in love 
with film and 
images.” 

— Mary Arbuckle

“It’s just 
such a joy. 
(Filmmaking) is 
a beautiful way 
of connecting 
with people.”

— Mary Arbuckle
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it’s a completely new experience. 
You’re getting so much information 
thrown at you. Doctors and nurses 
are changing. Then you’re sent 
home (or to rehab), and it’s like 
you lose that support system.”

Nikki’s daughter, Hannah 
Roque, saw the toll it was taking 
on her mom and her stepdad. And 
while she couldn’t retroactively 
lighten the load for mom, she 
decided to make that 
effort for others who 
enter the sometimes-
tragic fraternity of 
stroke survivors. So 
she and her mom have 
partnered on a new 
booklet called “Stroke 
Stories,” a handy, 
20-page publication 
that offers links to 
important healthcare 
resources for stroke 
survivors and their 
families, as well 
as poignant stories 
from patients and caregivers who 
continue to navigate the road to 
recovery.

The first 200 copies of “Stroke 
Stories” were published in 
January. The authors will work 
with University of Vermont Health 
Network to give the booklet to each 
stroke patient and their family that 
moves through the state’s hospital 
system. Meanwhile, several 
booklets have been assigned to 
University of Vermont Medical 
Center (UVMMC), Porter Hospital 
and Project Independence, an adult 
daycare center where Campbell — 
and some other stroke survivors 
— are enrolled.

“It creates a resource I know 
my mom could have used when 
Trent was in the hospital,” Roque 
said. “Being a part of making a 
resource we would have needed 
and wanted, making something 
that can hopefully bring comfort 
and peace to other stroke survivors 
and their caregivers as they’re 
going through this, was really 
wonderful.”

The mother-daughter team first 
reached out to Becky Louko, 
coordinator of UVMMC’s stroke 
support group, for the names of 

some stroke survivors to interview. 
Those who gave consent received 
a handful of questions devised by 
Roque and Juvan.

Among them: How have you 
found meaning in your life since 
your stroke? Do you have any 
advice for other people going 
through this?

“The vast majority of the stories 
that we collected were from people 
who were eager to share,” Roque 

said. “A couple people 
did have to be coaxed a 
little, but when we sat 
down to explain what 
the mission was — to 
have (the booklet) be 
a comfort to stroke 
survivors and their 
families — they were 
willing to share their 
stories.”

The mother/
daughter team 
conducted interviews 
virtually, by phone, 
and received some 

responses in writing. They turned 
all the feedback into wonderful 
profile stories, some of them 
accompanied by photos.

It helped that the booklet 
compilers were good writers. 
Juvan is an educator, while Roque 
earned degrees in English and 
Secondary Education from St. 
Michael’s College, where she 
currently works as an admissions 
counselor.

“It was fun, but it was difficult,” 
Roque acknowledged. “I really 
wanted to do justice to the story 
that was being told. So we used 
(direct) quotes and just tried to 
frame the narrative.”

Roque was pleased to also get 
the perspective of caregivers, like 
her mom.

She was particularly struck by 
the resiliency of the booklet’s 
contributors.

“It was neat to hear all the 
amazing things people are doing, 
how much hope they all have… to 
make their lives meaningful and 
get back to the ‘new normal’ after 
their stroke,” Roque said.
WHO’S IN THE BOOKLET

Among the profiles in “Stroke 
Stories”:

• Tom, who suffered an ischemic 
stroke in his left carotid artery 
while at work one day in 2013. 
He was rushed to UVMMC and 
sustained a second stroke that put 
him in the Intensive Care Unit. 
He convalesced in the hospital 
and during extensive rehab, which 
included speech and occupational 
therapies.

“The oddest thing for me was 
waking up in the morning and 
having no thoughts,” he recalled.

Nine years later, Tom is 
normalizing his speech pattern and 
has no paralysis.

His conclusion: “Life goes on, 
man.”

• Rachel McKnight’s “reward” 
for successfully battling leukemia 
in 2011 was a stroke just seven 
months later. She was sitting at her 
computer when she experienced 
a hemorrhagic stroke that caused 
bleeding into the left side of her 
brain. McKnight spent a month in 
the hospital, followed by inpatient 
rehab.

When she arrived at rehab, she 
said, “I could not talk, could not 
get in or out of bed or walk. I had 
to get from bed to wheelchair using 
a lift. With help from 
family and her medical 
team, McKnight is 
active again, biking, 
skiing and kayaking.

“Never give up,” 
she advises other 
stroke survivors. 
“Never stop looking 
for the next thing that 
might improve your 
condition of life.”

• Juvan offers a 
candid account of 
how Trent’s stroke has affected 
the entire family. She called it 
a “difficult road full of ups and 
downs. It was one we never could 
have imagined being our reality 
after only seven short years of 
marriage.”

She speaks of the massive 
responsibilities she’s been 
compelled to absorb as a spouse 
and super-attentive caregiver.

“I have rejoiced that he made 
it through the strokes and also 
grieved that our marriage will 
never be the same,” she offers.

“I have to stay hopeful and 
find the strength that we both 
need to have to carry us through 
the inevitable difficulties,” Juvan 
adds. “I am proud of what we 
have overcome and accomplished, 
but it is never ending, sometimes 
overwhelming and exhausting.”

After more than four years of 
ups and downs, Juvan has taken 
(and aced) a veritable crash course 
in neuroscience, counseling and 
physical therapy. That knowledge 
informed her contributions to 
“Stroke Stories.”

“I have mastered enough medical 
terminology that a few doctors 
have mistaken me as a medical 
professional,” she writes in her 
own “Stroke Stories” essay. “In 
many ways, I feel like a different 
person since (her husband’s first 
stroke).”

“I see the world through different 
eyes now, and I know that to collect 
these stories of stroke survivors, 
I may just be able to give us all 
hope,” Juvan said.
SAGE ADVICE

She advises other caregivers to 
take copious notes during physician 
meetings, reach out to community 

organizations for 
support, keep track 
of the medical 
professionals you like 
and trust.

“Ask questions 
over and over until 
you understand the 
terminology and 
the process,” Juvan 
stressed. “Try to find 
the good in this journey 
and be grateful for the 
little successes.

“Pray.”
Word of “Stroke Stories” will 

spread even further this April, 
when Roque competes for Miss 
Vermont at the annual pageant held 
this year in Stowe. Each contestant 
must present a community service 
project, and “Stroke Stories” more 
than fits the bill for Roque, the 
current “Miss Route 7.”

Trent Campbell is 
understandably proud of his spouse 
and stepdaughter. Their care for 
him has blossomed into advocacy 
for the hundreds of Vermonters 

who suffer strokes each year.
“Nikki said to me, ‘You’re here 

for a reason,’ and then she realized 
she’s here for a reason, too — to 
educate people about strokes,” he 
said. “(The booklet) has turned out 
great and I’m very proud of them 
both.”

The patient stories are powerful, 
but Juvan and Roque are also 
proud of the four pages of links in 
their booklet to state and national 
organizations offering studies, 
services, rehab regimens and more 
to stroke survivors.

Roque said she believes one 
of the most important additions 
to “Stroke Stories” is a simple-
but-critical acronym: BEFAST. 
It stands for Balance, Eyes, Face, 
Arms, Speech and Time. Sudden 
changes in any of these things 
can provide the telltale signs of 
a stroke, and “time” is critical in 

getting help.
Putting together “Stroke Stories” 

took a lot of time and effort from 
people who didn’t have a lot of 
spare time. But if it saves just 
one person’s life or puts just one 
caregiver’s mind at ease, it will 
have been well worth it, according 
to Juvan.

“I’m a firm believer that good 
can come from anything” she said. 
“It’s a hard road, but we hope to 
make it a little easier. It’s also a 
project of love and gratitude for 
all the amazing people who have 
helped and supported us the past 
several years.”

Look for copies of “Stroke 
Stories” at local health care 
establishments. The booklet will 
soon be published online on the 
UVMMC stroke care website.

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

Support
(Continued from Page 1A)

HANNAH  ROQUE

“Never give up 
(after a stroke). 
Never stop 
looking for the 
next thing that 
might improve 
your condition 
of life.”
— stroke survivor 
Rachel McKnight

“I have 
mastered 
enough 
medical 
terminology 
that a few 
doctors have 
mistaken me 
as a medical 
professional.”

— Nikki Juvan
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By ANDY KIRKALDY
ADDISON COUNTY — While 

all he local high school teams had 
their memorable moments this 
winter, the athletes who ended up 
taking home titles prevailed in the 
most elemental of the season’s 
sports, both requiring the maximum 
stamina and determination. 

They wore ski gloves and goggles 
and glided along — or slogged uphill 
on — wooded trails, trying to do so 
faster than their competitors. 

And they donned singlets and 
helmets and battled on mats, working 
to outmuscle and outwit their one-
on-one opponents until they were the 
ones having their hands raised at the 
ends of matches.

Those athletes were the 
Middlebury Union girls’ and boys’ 
Nordic ski teams, and one senior 
wrestler from each of the county’s 
high schools: Mount Abe’s Devan 
Hemingway, who repeated as 
Vermont’s 120-pound champion; 
Eli Brace at 132 pounds, voted 
the Outstanding Wrestler at the 
state tournament; and Tiger Nick 
Sheldrick, who pinned his way to the 
285-pound crown. 

Otter Valley, with the deepest 
stable of wrestlers, finished third to 
lead the local teams at the wrestling 
tournament. Tucker Babcock at 152 
and Lincoln Wilcox at 132 finished 
second, and brothers Caleb Whitney 
at 138 and Isaac Whitney at 182 both 
finished third.

Those two Nordic teams and 
three individual wrestling champs 
dominated the competition. 

But possibly none did so more 
than the Tiger girls’ Nordic team. 
Four skiers, Beth McIntosh, Ava 
Schneider, Mary Harrington and 
Lia Robinson (the only senior) 
scored all the Tiger points as they 
finished an amazing 70 points ahead 
of second-place Montpelier in the 
two-day championship meet, first 
in Craftsbury and then at the Rikert 
Outdoor Center in Ripton.

McIntosh won the freestyle race 
on day one, Schneider and McIntosh 
ran 2-3 in the classic race on day 
two, and all four finished in the top 
nine in both days. They also teamed 
up for two huge relay wins.

The Tiger boys also breezed, by 
39 points over Montpelier. Senior 
Eliot Schneider (who was first at 
Rikert), junior Baxter Harrington 
and senior Trey Bosworth scored 
on both days, with Matias Citarella 
and Haaken Olsen taking turns as the 
fourth scorer and relay participant.

Indoor track and field athletes 
from VUHS and Mt. Abe also made 
their mark at the D-II championship 
meet at UVM.  Commodore Calvin 
Gramling won the boys’ 1,000-meter 
race, Eagle Ruby Jean Hall took 
second in the girls’ 55-meter hurdles, 
Eagle Joseph Darling finished third in 
the boys’ long jump and fourth in the 
triple jump, and Commodore Calder 
Rakowski was third in the boys’ 

600. Two VUHS boys’ relay teams 
also took thirds. Of course, there are 
many ways to evaluate successful 
seasons, including how individuals 
mesh as groups, how they respond 
to adversity, how they improve in 
the course of a campaign, and how 
closely athletes and teams approach 
their potential. By those tales of the 
tape most groups measured up well.

Another Tiger girls’ team 
probably had the most successful 
winter among local squads, but was 
edged in its final competition. The 
Middlebury dance squad won all 
of its Hip-Hop outings except one 
in the regular season, but the team 
finished second in late February in 
both Hip-Hop and Pom at the state 
championship competition in a 
packed Vergennes gymnasium.

Meanwhile, most other teams 
found themselves either just above 
or just below .500 this winter, with 

AVA SCHNEIDER IS triumphant as she completes the anchor leg 
for the Tiger girls’ winning relay team at Rikert Outdoor Center in 
the second day of the Nordic state meet. Her teammates, coaches, 
family members and friends were all watching as she finished the 
MUHS girls’ dominant two-day march to the Division II title. 

Independent photos/Steve James

IN RECENT YEARS student sections have become more boisterous and organized, with help from 
mascots like this one at Mount Abe and at VUHS the school’s cheerleaders. Atmospheres in all four of 
the local high school gyms can be exciting, fun and loud, especially if the games are close — as many 
were this winter.

Independent file photo/Steve James

EAGLE SENIOR DEVAN Hemingway, seen here gaining the upper 
hand in the 120-pound final at the state wrestling tournament, 
claimed his second straight Vermont title with the win in the VUHS 
gymnasium. 

Photo courtesy of Lisa Brace

OF ALL THE nail-biting results in boys’ hoop this year the visiting 7-14 Otters’ win at 13-9 Mount 
Abe was probably the least likely. But nobody told freshman Conor Denis he wasn’t supposed to hit 
a contested three-point buzzer-beater, triggering this celebration and his being hoisted off the Eagles’ 
court by his teammates.

Independent file photo/Steve James

Skiers, wrestlers rule winter
Many others enjoyed memorable moments, seasons

ADDISON COUNTY — 
A dozen Mount Abraham, 
Middlebury, Vergennes and 
Otter Valley union high school 
boys’ basketball players received 
postseason recognition from either 
the Lake Division or the Southern 
Valley League.

Named as Lake Division 
First Team All-Stars were three 
seniors: Tiger forward Penn Riney, 
Commodore guard Abram Francis, 
and Eagle forward Ian Funke. 
Riney was also selected to play 
in the annual North-South Senior 
All-Star game.

MUHS forward Willem Berry 
and VUHS guard Elijah Duprey 
earned spots on the Lake Second 
Team. 

OV sophomore guard Logan 
Letourneau received Honorable 
Mention from the SVL B Division, 
as did a half-dozen players from the 
Lake Division: Tiger senior guards 
Jack Trudeau and Graham Mattrick, 
Eagle senior guard Chance 
Denecker, Eagle senior forwards 
Gavin Bannister and Dominic 
DeNapoli, and Commodore junior 
forward Oakley Francis. 

ADDISON COUNTY — Eight 
players from the Mount Abraham, 
Middlebury, Vergennes and Otter 
Valley girls’ basketball teams 
received postseason recognition 
from the Lake Division or Southern 
Vermont League. 

Named Lake Division First-
Team All-Stars were Tiger senior 
forward Ele Sellers and Eagle 
senior guard Maia Jensen.

Two Commodore seniors were 
named to the Lake Second Team, 
guard Kyra Bradford and forward 
Finnley Jacobson.

Receiving Honorable Mention 
from the SVL B Division was 

OV senior forward Anna Lee, and 
from the Lake Division two senior 
guards, Tiger Cady Pitner and 
Eagle Madison Gile, and freshman 
guard Ashtin Stearns.

A number of players were 
also selected to play in this past 
Saturday’s annual North-South 
Senior All-Star Games. 

Jensen, Pitner and Gile were 
joined by Eagle guard Lucy Parker 
and OV guard Elena Politano on the 
Division I and II South Team, and 
Bradford and Jacobson represented 
the Commodores on the D-III and 
IV North roster.

MIDDLEBURY — Four 
members of the Division II 
champion Middlebury Union 
High School girls’ Nordic ski team 
were named to the D-II All-State 
Team, and three members of the 
champion Tiger boys’ team joined 
them in earning All-State honors. 

Tiger skiers receiving D-II All-
State Girls’ Nordic recognition 
were Beth McIntosh, Ava 
Schneider, Mary Harrington and 
Lia Robinson. 

On the boys’ side, Baxter 
Harrington and Eliot Schneider 
made the D-II All-State team, 
and Trey Bosworth received 
Honorable Mention. 

Another local athlete, Lincoln 
resident Stella Laird, earned D-I 
All-State honors while skiing for 
Champlain Valley. 

ADDISON COUNTY — Local 
softball umpires are noting there 
is a shortage of umpires for high 
school games in Vermont and 
Addison County, and they are 
hoping to recruit more arbiters into 
the fold this year. 

Those interested in helping 
young athletes continue to take the 
field can contact one of two people 
for more information about the 
process of becoming a high school 
umpire:

• Joel Bouvier at 802 -989-8311 
or joelbouvier@yahoo.com.

• Scott Bougor at 802-349-2695 
or scott_1184@yahoo.com.

Umps sought 
for high school 
spring softball 

Boys’ hoop stars named

Girls’ basketball players honored by 
Lake, Southern Vermont leagues

Nordic skiers 
are D-II all-stars

COLLEGE SPORTS
Baseball

3/24 Midd at Cal Lutheran ............. 6 PM
3/25 Midd at Cal Lutheran (2) ......  2 PM
3/29 Midd at RPI   .........................4 PM
4/1   Midd at Bowdoin (2) ..............Noon
4/2   Midd at Bowdoin ....................Noon

Women’s Lacrosse
3/23 Midd at TCNJ .......................  4 PM
3/25 Bates at Midd ....................... Noon
4/1 Tufts at Midd ........................... Noon  
4/2 Midd at Hamilton ....................  1 PM

Men’s Lacrosse
3/25 Midd at Bates .......................  1 PM
3/28 Springfield at Midd ...............  4 PM
4/1 Midd at Tufts ...........................  2 PM

Softball 
In Florida*

3/23 Midd vs St. Lawrence* .......... 9 AM
3/23 Midd vs Old Westbury* ....11:30 AM
3/24 Midd vs Grinnell* ..................  9 AM
3/24 Midd vs Oberlin*  ................... 2 PM
4/1 Midd at Bates (2)  ....................Noon
4/2 Midd at Bowdoin (2) ...............  Noon

ScheduleSchedule

COLLEGE SPORTS
Baseball

3/19 Chapman vs Midd ...........10-9 (10)
3/19 Midd vs Occidental ..................18-7
3/20 Midd vs La Verne ..................21-14
3/22 Midd at Redlands .................... Late

Women’s Lacrosse
3/15 Midd vs St. Lawrence ............. 15-3
3/18 Midd vs Trinity .......................  18-5
3/20 Midd vs Lebanon ...................  22-4

Men’s Lacrosse
3/18 Midd vs Trinity .......................  15-9
3/21 Midd vs Union ........................ 15-9

Softball 
3/18 Midd vs Farmingdale ..............  12-1
3/18 Midd vs Ohio Wesleyan ...........  9-0
3/19 Midd vs Union ......................  12-10
3/19 Midd vs Keuka ...........................3-2
3/20 Hope vs Midd ............................7-2
3/20 Midd vs Kalamazoo .................. 9-6
3/21 Carleton vs Midd .....................12-4 
3/21 Manchester vs Midd ..................8-7

panthers

THE TIGER BOYS’ hockey team went through an up and down 
season that concluded with a .500 record. This goal came during 
a high point, a 7-2 home win over Missisquoi in which the Tigers 
shrugged off an early deficit. This rebound goal by Landon Kean 
(#14), nicely captured by Steve, helped MUHS get rolling.

Independent file photo/Steve James
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“Wellness is more than the absence of illness.”
50 Court St • Middlebury, Vt 05753

A Center for 
Independent Health Care Practitioners

SOMAWORK

WELLNESS
CENTER

Charlotte BishopCharlotte Bishop ............................802-247-8106
    Therapeutic Soft & Deep Tissue

JoAnne KenyonJoAnne Kenyon ...............................802-388-0254
Energy Work             https://joanne.abmp.com

Donna Belcher, M.A.Donna Belcher, M.A. ..................... 802-388-3362
    Licensed Psychologist - Master

Nancy TellierNancy Tellier ...................................802-989-8046
 Ortho-Bionomy®
Hyla DickinsonHyla Dickinson...................................... 802-989-2969
 Therapeutic Massage, Lymph Drainage
 Craniosacral & Visceral Manipulation

Georgia Dune CMT, CR, LEGeorgia Dune CMT, CR, LE .................  802-377-2507
 Reflexology, Facials & More, Dunespavt.com

Laurinda Poirier-Solomon, RN, L AcLaurinda Poirier-Solomon, RN, L Ac ..802-238-4659
 Acupuncture & Shiatsu Bodywork

 

Wellness        

Want to advertise 
in this

Directory?

Directory
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Practitioner of the WeekPractitioner of the Week
Georgia Dune is 
a Certified Massage 
Therapist (18 yrs), 
Reflexologist (15 
yrs) and Licensed 
Esthetician (4 yrs). 
She specializes in 
Reflexology-based 
foot massage and 
provides an eclectic 
menu of professional 
bodywork and skin 
care services by 
appointment. All 
of her work has an 
emphasis on pain 
relief, self-care, body positivity; wellness 
inside and out. 
  
Georgia’s holistic wellness practice, 
DuneSpa is located in Somawork Wellness 
Center at 50 Court Street in Middlebury. 
 
Visit Dunespavt.com for more information 

and to see her full menu of services. 
 Georgiadune@gmail.com

802-377-2507

Georgia Dune,
Certified Massage 

Therapist, Reflexologist   
& Esthetician

SOUTH BURLINGTON 
— Former Olympic skier and 
Middlebury resident Doug Lewis 
is among the dozen newest 
inductees of the Vermont Sports 
Hall of Fame recently announced 
by VSHOF Board of Directors. 
The class of 2023 is the hall’s 10th 
group of inductees.

Joining Lewis is fellow 
alpine skier Suzi Chaffee of 
Rutland; three-time Olympic 
snowboard medalist Kelly Clark 
of West Dover; two-time Olympic 
mountain biker Lea Davison of 
Jericho; three-sport star and college 
football standout Jake Eaton of 
Rutland; high school basketball 
coach David Fredrickson of 
Bennington; basketball players 
Jasmyn Huntington Fletcher of 
Bradford and Morgan Valley of 
Colchester; four-sport standout 
and high scoring soccer player 
John Koerner of Shelburne; and 
Bob Molinatti from Colchester, 
the hall’s first para-athlete. 

Vermont gymnastics pioneer 
Thomas Dunkley of South 
Burlington is this year’s David 
Hakins Inductee for excellence in 
promotion of sports and athletics 
in the state, and sports writer Andy 
Gardiner of South Burlington is 
the Mal Boright Media Inductee.

The Class of 2023 was selected 
by the 15-member VSHOF board 
of directors, a statewide sports 
advisory panel and the previous 
inductees.

The class will be formally 
inducted at the 2023 Vermont 
Sports Hall of Fame Induction 
Dinner and Celebration at the 
Delta Marriott Burlington Hotel in 
South Burlington on April 29. The 
evening begins with a reception 
at 5:30 p.m. and the induction 
ceremony follows dinner at 6:30 
p.m. 

Ticket information will 
be available at www.
vermontsportshall.com, where 
information on all 118 inductees 
may be found. Proceeds from the 
event, as always, go to Prevent 
Child Abuse Vermont.  

 Information on his year’s 
inductees includes:

• Lewis is a two-time national 
downhill champion who raced 
in the 1984 and 1988 Olympics. 
He became the first American 
male to medal in the World 
Championships downhill when he 

finished third in 1985 in Bormio, 
Italy, and he came in second in a 
1986 World Cup race in Argentina. 
He left Middlebury Union High 
School to graduate from Green 
Mountain Valley School and went 
on to UVM and is an alpine skiing 
color commentator on NBC and 
Universal Sports.  

• Chaffee competed in the 
downhill and giant slalom at the 
1968 Olympics after success at 
the World Cup level. Chaffee 
helped develop the professional 
freestyle circuit in 1971, winning 
the women’s division three 
straight years. She was the first 
woman on the USOC board and 
served on the President’s Council 
on Physical Fitness under four 
administrations. 

• Clark is five-time Olympian 
between 2002 and 2018 who 
never finished lower than fourth 
and won three medals. She earned 
gold in 2002 in Salt Lake City 
and bronze medals in 2010 in 
Vancouver and 2014 in Sochi. She 
was a three-time FIS World Cup 
standings champion and twice 
finished second, and also won the 
most medals in 19 straight ESPN 
Winter X games.

• Davison was an eight-time 
U.S. national champion and a 
two-time Elite Cross Country 
champion in cross country 
mountain biking. She finished 
11th in the 2012 London games 
and seventh in 2016 in Rio. 
Davison competed in seven world 
championships, earning second- 
third-place finishes, and was third 
in the 2015 World Cup series. She 
also excelled at track and alpine 
skiing at Mount Mansfield Union 
High and Middlebury College.

• Eaton was a football and 
baseball standout at Rutland High 
who went on to start at quarterback 
at UMaine for three years. The 
only two-time Vermont Gatorade 
Football Player of the Year, Eaton 
in college led the Black Bears to 
two conference titles while setting 
several school passing records. 
He also played professionally in 
arena football before returning 
to Vermont to embark on a 
successful high school coaching 
and administrative career at 
Proctor High.

• Fredrickson coached 
basketball at Arlington and Mount 
Anthony from 1963 to 1999, 

winning 505 games, 18 league 
titles, amassing 17 final four 
appearances, and winning eight 
state titles at MAU, including 
a Vermont record five straight. 
Since 1999, he has served as the 
executive director of the Vermont 
Basketball Coaches Association. 

• Fletcher scored 2,079 points at 
Oxbow High, second in Vermont 
history, and went on to play D-I 
basketball at Nevada-Reno and 
North Carolina. The two-time 
Vermont Gatorade Player of the 
Year led Oxbow to the 1993 D-II 
title and the 1995 D-III crown. 
As a freshman, she led Nevada 
in scoring. A starter for North 
Carolina, she helped the Tar Heels 
reach the 2000 ACC title game 
and NCAA Sweet 16.

• Koerner was the career leading 
soccer scorer at Champlain Valley 
and UVM. He also excelled in 
hockey, tennis, track and golf  at 
CVU, graduating in 1974. A three-
time all-New England forward at 
UVM, he helped the Catamount 
soccer team to its first two trips to 
the NCAA D-I soccer tournament. 
A state and regional junior tennis 
champion, he also was an all-state 
hockey forward at CVU and led 
the state in scoring three times. 

•  Molinatti, a para-athlete who 
attended school in Colchester 
and Essex, won major marathons 
after he sustained a spinal cord 
injury in an automobile accident 
in 1978. He won the Los Angeles 
Marathon in 1986 and 1988, and 
finished fourth in the marathon 
at the 1988 Paralympic Games 
in Seoul and at the 1996 Atlanta 
Paralympics. During his 43 
years in a wheelchair, Molinatti 
built a career in sports broadcast 
journalism.  

• Valley, a two-time Vermont 
Gatorade Basketball Player of 
the Year, led Rice Memorial High 
School to back-to-back undefeated 
seasons in her junior and senior 
years and logged a school-record 
1,363 points. She played for D-I 
power Connecticut in college, 
where she was a reserve on three 
NCAA title teams. Also an all-
state soccer goalie at Rice, she has 
been an assistant or head coach at 
the NCAA D-I level since 2004, 
and is currently an assistant at 
UConn.  

•  Dunkley is the 2023 David 
Hakins Inductee for exceptional 

promotion and development of 
sports and athletics in the Vermont. 
He introduced gymnastics to 
Vermont at both the collegiate 
and high school levels, started 
the UVM gymnastics program in 
1966, initiated the Vermont high 
school championships in 1967, 

and with his family started the 
state’s first fulltime gymnastics 
club.

• Gardiner is the Mal Boright 
Inductee for media/sports writing. 
He was a Vermont sportswriter 
for more than 25 years, followed 
by almost  two decades at the 

national level with USA Today. 
Gardiner was named Vermont 
Sportswriter of the Year four times 
with the Burlington Free Press 
and covered 10 Olympic Games 
with the USA Today team. He also 
has been a contributor to Vermont 
Public Radio. 

Middlebury ski legend Doug Lewis among Vt. sports hall inductees

MIDDLEBURY — Alex Sobel, 
a senior forward on the Middlebury 
College men’s basketball team 
from Setauket, N.Y., has been 
named the D3hoops.com Player 
of the Year.

This season’s NESCAC Player 
of the Year and Defensive Player 
of the Year — the first player in 
league history to earn both those 
honors in the same season — was 
also named a First-Team All-
American by both the National 
Association of Basketball Coaches 
and D3hoops.com. He repeated as 
NESCAC Player of the Year.

Sobel is the first player in 
program history to earn national 
player of the year honors and 

was named to the NABC All-
American first team for the first 
time in his career. Last year, Sobel 
was named to the D3hoops.com 
fourth team. 

The senior had earned NABC 
First-Team All-District honors 
and D3hoops.com First-Team All-
Region accolades for the second-
consecutive year. The Panther 
had also already been named the 
NABC District 1 Player of the 
Year and the D3hoops.com Region 
1 Most Outstanding Player.

Sobel was second in Division 
III this winter in blocked shots 
(101) and blocks per game (3.88), 
blocking at least one shot in his 
final 51 outings.  

Sobel also ended his career with 
1,227 points, placing him 11th in 
program history, and finished third 
in the program record books with 
814 rebounds. He led NESCAC 
this season by averaging 19.4 
points per game and in rebounding 
with 11.8 rebounds per game. 
Sobel also led Middlebury and 
ranked eighth in the league with 
82 assists.

Sobel was twice tabbed the 
United States Basketball Writers 
Association Division III National 
Player of the Week, and was 
named the NESCAC Player of the 
Week three times this season.

MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE SENIOR Alex Sobel, shown here in his penultimate game as a Panther, was 
named the player of the year in NCAA Division III men’s basketball. He posted some amazing stats 
including 101 block shots this year and 1,227 points in his career in blue.

Independent file photo/Steve James

Sobel picked as D-III’s top player

802-388-6888   •   VERMONTSUN.COM

Novice and advanced athletes alike marvel at the beauty of our courses 
and enjoy the mountains, lakes and streams of Central Vermont.

See our website for course maps, race details and registration.

5K,  10K  &  5K,  10K  &  HALF MARATHONHALF MARATHON

May 14, 2023May 14, 2023
Lake Lake Dunmore, Dunmore, 

VermontVermont



Addison Independent, Thursday, March 23, 2023 — PAGE 3B

SUBSCRIBE

58 Maple St., Midd., VT 05753

Subscribe online  
addisonindependent.com

OR

Fill out this form and mail it with payment
 

Send to

Town State Zip

Email address

Are you a senior (65+)?  Yes No

Sign me up to Auto Renew. Yes
ONLY AVAILABLE FOR CREDIT CARD PAYMENTS

Method of Payment:

Check Enclosed $    

 Visa        MC       Amex       Discover 

Card #                      

CCV             Exp. Date    

IN STATE
$50/year
65+ $45/year 

OUT-OF-STATE
$60/year
65+ $55/year

Online access FREE with all print subscriptions!
Questions?

CALL SADIE

TODAY!

ultimately none truly making a run 
at championships, if faring well on 
other criteria. 

Looking at wins and losses, both 
Mount Abe basketball teams stood 
on the top rung of the local ladder. 
Despite graduation losses and a slow 
start, Coach Martin Clark’s Eagle 
boys won 13 games and for the 
second straight year — and for the 
second time in more than a decade 
— hosted and won a playoff game. 

And despite the transfer away of 
arguably the program’s best player, 
Coach Josh Carter’s Commodore 
boys’ finished .500 and also hosted 
and won a playoff game. 

Coach Chris Altemose’s Tigers 
were hit by a key late-season injury 
that contributed to a .500 regular-
season record, while Coach Mike 
Stark’s young OV team scrapped 
and won seven times.

The most remarkable thing about 
the boys’ basketball season was 
the number of memorable games. 
Who would have predicted the 
Otters would win at Mount Abe, on 
a contested buzzer-beating three-
pointer by freshman Conor Denis, 
no less? 

Or that the D-III Commodores 
would pick up an unlikely late-
season victory at MUHS? In a tie 
game the Tigers had what appeared 
to be the last shot to win it in the 
waning seconds, but it rolled off 
the rim, triggering a scramble for 
the rebound. VUHS senior Abram 
Francis came away with the ball with 
both fan bases roaring — almost no 
one heard the whistle for a loose-ball 
foul against the Tigers with two-
tenths of a second left on the clock.

It was not a popular call for the 
MUHS majority, but regardless 
Francis made a lonely trip to the line 
and sank the first of two free throws. 

He missed the second, irrelevant 
one, and VUHS had won.

MUHS lost yet another home 
heartbreaker to Mount Abe soon 
afterward by three points when 
Eagle senior Norm Benoit grabbed 
two rebounds, one of a missed Eagle 
free throw, and hit four free throws in 
the final 30 seconds, offsetting Tiger 
Willem Berry’s late three-pointer.  

No, you really don’t know what 
to expect at a high school sporting 
event. 

Coach Koran Cousino — who 
had reluctantly applied to take over 
for her inexplicably fired Hall of 
Fame mentor, Connie LaRose — led 
the Eagle girls to a 12-win season 
after a 2-4 start. The highlight 
was probably a home win over 
Spaulding in rematch of the 2022 
final won by Mount Abe, even if the 
Tide had the last laugh this winter in 
the quarterfinal round. Sophomore 
center McKenzie Griner hit the late 
game-winner and helped shut down 
Tide standout Sage MacAuley’s last-
ditch attempt to answer. 

Also winning a first-round 
playoff game was Coach Billy 
Waller’s VUHS squad in D-III. The 
Commodores were probably better 
than their six-win record (they lost 
several times in overtime and a few 
other close games) and cruised in 
their playoff win before throwing 
a scare into eventual champion 
Windsor in a quarterfinal.

Altemose, doing one year of 
double duty leading both the boys’ 
and girls’ teams, returned only a 
couple players with significant 
varsity experience, seniors Ele 
Sellers and Cady Pitner. The team 
played hard in winning six games, 
and notably also provided off-
court highlights with its anti-racist 
activities. 

The Tigers as a team first refused 

to travel to Enosburg when that 
school’s leaders would not make 
what the team considered acceptable 
accommodations to deal with 
Enosburg’s history of racist acts 
directed against MUHS athletes. 
And when Enosburg’s team visited 
MUHS, before the game captains 
from both teams read an anti-racist 
statement they co-wrote. The kids 
were alright, and some fans and 
more northerly administrators could 
learn from them.

Both of the MUHS hockey teams 
hovered around .500 for most of 
the season, although a midseason 
winning streak and then a big first-
round playoff victory allowed first-
year Coach PJ Lalonde’s girls’ squad 
to finish at 12-10. Steady defense 
led by senior Hana Doria and goalie 
Ruby Hubbell kept a small-in-
numbers Tiger squad in most games, 
and freshman forward Erin Sears (35 
goals) handled a lot of the scoring. 
Notably, all the Tigers improved in 
the course of the winter.

Coach Jordan Stearns’s boys’ 
hockey squad ended up right at 
.500 after a first-round postseason 
setback. When fully healthy and 
onboard — a rare occasion over the 
campaign — the team could give 
anyone a game. Only four seniors 
skated for the Tigers this season, 
and a step forward looks likely next 
season.

But enough about winter. 
It’s time to think about warm 

weather, melting snow, and good 
luck for athletes who participate in 
tennis, Ultimate, lacrosse, track and 
field, softball and baseball.

And look for another 
championship for Panther women’s 
lacrosse, while keeping an eye on 
college baseball, softball and men’s 
lax teams off to promising starts. 

Sports 
(Continued from Page 1B)

CALIFORNIA — The 
Middlebury College baseball 
team opened its California trip 
by outslugging two out of three 
opponents. The Panthers stood 
at 5-3 heading into a Wednesday 
evening game at Redlands. 
Middlebury’s California visit 
will conclude with three games 
on Thursday and Friday at Cal 
Lutheran. 

On Sunday, host Chapman 
rallied for three runs in the bottom 
of the 10th inning to edge the 
Panthers, 10-9, in a back-and-forth 
affair. 

The Panthers scored a run in the 
first on a John Collins RBI hit, and 
took a 4-1 lead in the third on a 
Jack Stolper RBI single followed 
by a Kyle McCausland two-run 
homer. Andrew Gough’s solo shot 
in the fifth made it 5-1. Chapman 
responded with a five-run fifth to 
take its first lead, but the Panthers 
went back on top with a two-run 
sixth: Nathan Samii doubled in a 
run and scored on a sacrifice fly 
from Andrew Ashley.

Chapman (10-9) tied the game in 
the eighth before the Panthers went 
ahead in the top of the 10th, when 
McCausland and Stolper scored 
unearned runs. But two errors and 
two singles, the second with two 
outs, allowed Chapman to walk off 
with the victory. Panther pitchers 
allowed only two earned runs and 
eight hits, but were hurt by seven 
walks. 

The Panthers bounced back 
in their second game on Sunday 
to defeat Occidental, 18-7. The 

Panthers knocked out 15 hits, 
scored 14 runs in the first three 
innings, and took advantage of five 
errors by their 4-14 opponents. 

Lucas Flemming drilled a 
three-run homer in the first inning 
and finished with five RBIs. 
McCausland (two hits, three runs), 
Beau Root (two hits, two run, 
RBI), and Collins (two hits, three 
runs, RBI) enjoyed multiple-hit 
afternoons. Spencer Dessart went 
five innings for the win, allowing 
three runs on seven hits. 

On Monday, the Panthers 
outscored host La Verne by 13-3 
over the final three innings to 

prevail, 21-14. The Panthers took 
the lead for good in the eighth, 
when Gough singled in the go-
ahead run and Collins followed 
with his second homer of the game 
to make it 16-13. Collins scored 
four runs and drove in three. 

Flemming also homered 
twice, both three-run shots, and 
McCausland homered and tripled 
as part of a four-hit game in 
which he drove in four runs and 
scored three times. Gough had 
two hits and scored twice, Stolper 
scored three times, and Mitchell 
Schroeder drove in a pair. La Verne 
dropped to 11-10.

Panther baseball improves to 5-3

TIGER SENIOR GYMNAST Mary Johnson launches in the vault in a home meet this season. MUHS 
Coach Natalia Harthman, seen on the right, had plenty to smile about as her team was competitive with 
other small squads around the state, and the MUHS team enjoyed its winter. 

Independent file photo/Steve James

MEMBERS OF THE Eagle boys’ basketball team enjoyed their tight first-round playoff win on their 
home court, including Owen Frizzell (5) Ian Funke (34) and Gavin Bannister (21). It was the team’s second 
playoff win in two years and second since 2009. 

Photo courtesy of Mark Bouvier

COMMODORE SENIOR ELI Brace, seen here on the way to a victory at an earlier home meet, dominated 
the 132-pound weight class at the state wrestling tournament in his home gym to win the title, and was 
named the tournament’s outstanding wrestler. He also earned his 100th win in the semifinal and lost only 
one match, none in Vermont, this winter before heading to the New England tournament. 

Photo courtesy of Lisa Brace
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MIDDLEBURY — The 
Middlebury College women’s 
lacrosse team picked up three more 
one-sided wins in recent action to 
improve to 6-0. 

The Panthers are top-ranked in 
NCAA Division III heading into a 
Thursday visit to also undefeated 
No. 3 College of New Jersey. They 
will host NESCAC rival Bates at 
noon on Saturday.

The Panthers opened their busy 
recent stretch by topping visiting St. 
Lawrence, 15-3, on March 16, in a 
game moved from the day before 
due to bad weather. Attacker Hope 
Shue scored six first-half goals to 
spark Middlebury to a 10-0 halftime 
lead, and starting goalie Annie 
Enrietto stopped the only Saint shot 
she saw in the first 30 minutes.

Kelcey Dion added two goals for 
Middlebury, seven Panthers scored 

a goal apiece, and Middlebury 
goalie Gina Driscoll made one 
save in the second half. Two St. 
Lawrence goalies combined for 11 
saves. 

On Saturday, the Panthers picked 
up another big result, outscoring 
host NESCAC rival Trinity by 
11-1 in the middle quarters in an 
18-5 victory. The Panthers led by 
only 4-2 after one period, thanks 
in part to several first-period saves 
from Enrietto, before scoring all six 
goals in the second quarter to lead 
by 10-2 at the break. 

Shue scored five first-half goals 
to pace the attack, adding two 
assists. The Panther offense forced 
a number of Trinity defensive fouls, 
and five of their second-period 
goals were scored on free-position 
shots. 

Jane Earley scored three goals 

and added three assists, freshman 
Caroline Messer also had a hat trick 
and added one helper, and Anna 
Spehr scored twice. Nine Panthers 
scored, while Enrietto made a 
season-high 10 saves. Two Bantam 
goalies combined for four saves as 
Trinity dropped to 3-1.

On Monday, the Panthers bolted 
past host Lebanon Valley, 22-4, 
taking leads of 10-1 after one period 
and 15-1 at the half. Middlebury 
opened by scoring eight goals in the 
first 7:33.

Shue led the attack with four 
goals and two assists, and Earley, 
Messer, Dion, Susan Rowley and 
Charlotte Price each scored twice. 
Price’s goals were her first as a 
Panther. Three Panther goalies 
combined for three saves, and two 
goalies teamed up for 12 saves for 
Lebanon Valley (2-5).

Lace up your running shoes 
and start planning for 
this year’s event,

The race is ON!

MiddleburyMapleRun.com
Registration and race information coming soon at

SUNDAY NOV 5,  2023

CLERMONT, Fla. — The 
Middlebury College softball team 
opened its season by winning five 
out of eight games in its annual 
trip to Florida. The Panthers 
have four more games, two on 
Thursday and two on Friday, in 
Florida before playing at Bates 
and Bowdoin on April 1 and 2. 

In Saturday’s opener, the 
Panthers picked up a 12-1, six-
inning victory over Farmingdale 
State. The Panthers scored five 
runs in the first inning on a 
two-run Kristyn Carroll single, 
an error, and a two-run Jewel 
Ashbrook double. Cece Ziegler 
homered in the fourth to make 
it 6-0. A Carroll RBI double and 
Tori Papaleo RBI hit made it 8-1 
in the fifth.

 Abby Santis launched a three-
run homer in the sixth before 
Carroll added an RBI triple to 
close the scoring. Ashbrook went 
four innings for the win, allowing 
an earned run on three hits while 
striking out three. 

In the second game on 
Saturday, the Panthers defeated 
Ohio Wesleyan, 9-0, in five 
innings. McKenna Lont debuted 
for the Panthers on the mound by 
tossing the five-inning shutout, 
allowing three hits and a walk 
and fanning two. 

Megan Fox sparked the attack 
with a three-run first-inning 
homer and a two-run second-
inning single. Lont doubled in a 
pair of runs in the second, and 
Santis singled home two runs 
in the Panthers’ six-run second 
inning. Santis and Fox led an 11-
hit attack off two pitchers with 
three hits apiece.

The Panthers also swept two 
games on Sunday, 12-10 vs. 
Union and 3-2 over Keuka. 

In the opener the Dutchwomen 
bolted to a 9-3 lead after 
three innings, but Middlebury 
responded with an 8-run fourth 

in their 12-10 victory. Union 
took a 3-0 lead in the first, and 
Middlebury answered with a Fox 
two-run single in the bottom of 
the inning. 

Union added a pair of runs in 
the second and three in the third 
to take a 9-2 lead before a Ziegler 
sacrifice fly made it 9-3 entering 
the decisive fourth. Singles 
by Jordyn Johnson, Santis and 
Carroll brought home the first 
four runs, and Fox and Ziegler 
followed with run-scoring extra-
base hits to make it 11-9. Union 
got one back in the fifth, but 
Carroll singled in an insurance 
run in the bottom of the inning. 

Abigail Jankowski got the win 
in relief, and Ashbrook pitched a 
scoreless seventh for a save. 

In the Panthers’ 3-2 win in the 
second game, Keuka got both of 
its runs off Jewell in the opening 
inning, but Jewell and Carroll, 
who got the win with three 
innings of scoreless relief, shut 
down the Wolves the rest of the 
way. 

The Panthers tied the game in 
the top of the fourth on singles 
by Lont and Fox, an error, two 
stolen bases, and Ziegler’s RBI 
grounder.

The Panthers plated the 
winning run in the seventh. 
Ziegler reached on an error, 
advanced on a fly ball, and scored 
on another error.   

On Monday, the Panthers split 
two games, falling to Hope, 7-2, 
before outlasting Kalamazoo, 
9-6.  

In the opener Hope took an 
early 3-0 lead off Lont, the losing 
pitcher, before the Panthers 
scored both of their runs in 
the third on singles by Lizzie 
Hannafey, Johnson, Santis and 
Carroll. But the Dutchwomen (5-
5) broke the game open with four 
runs in the bottom of the fifth.

In the second game, Kalamazoo 

(5-5) took a 2-0 lead in the first. 
Middlebury answered with six 
runs on seven hits in the bottom 
of the second. Ziegler, Adriana 
Santiago-Lucena, Hannafey, Lont 
and Santis all had RBI singles in 
the rally, and Hannafey scored on 
a wild pitch.

After Kalamazoo added an 
unearned run in the third, Papaleo 
doubled home Ziegler in the 
bottom of the inning. The Hornets 
pulled to within 7-6 with a three-
run fourth, but Carroll came on 
to throw three scoreless innings 
after that rally and earn the win. 
And in the fifth Fox drilled a two-
run homer to pad the lead. 

On Tuesday, the Panthers 
dropped a pair of games, 12-4 to 
Carleton and 8-7 to Manchester. 

The Panthers took a 3-0 first-
inning lead vs. Carleton on a 
Carroll two-run triple and a Fox 
sacrifice fly, and made it 4-0 in 
the third on a Ziegler RBI hit. But 
Carleton (7-4) knocked around 
Panther pitchers Jankowski, 
Caitlin Viola and Samantha 
Hausman for eight earned runs 
over the final three innings to 
claim the five-inning victory.  

Vs. Manchester Santis 
doubled in a run in the first, but 
the Spartans scored one in the 
second, two in the fifth and one 
in the sixth to take a 4-1 lead. 
In the bottom of the sixth Santis 
doubled in Johnson and Carroll 
smacked a two-run homer to tie 
the game at 4-4.

But Manchester scored four 
times in the top of the seventh 
off Lont to take an 8-4 lead. 
The Panthers then rallied in the 
bottom of the seventh: With 
two outs, Santis belted her third 
double of the game to plate 
Johnson and Ziegler, and Carroll 
doubled in Santis to make it 8-7 
before the Spartans escaped with 
the win. 

MIDDLEBURY — The 
Middlebury College men’s 
lacrosse team picked up two wins 
in the past week to improve to 5-0. 
They were ranked No. 11 in NCAA 
Division III before they defeated 
the No. 5 team on Tuesday in a 
neutral-site game.

The Panthers will visit NESCAC 
foe Bates this Saturday and host 
non-league foe Springfield on 
March 28 at 4 p.m.

On this past Saturday, the 
Panthers bolted to a 10-4 halftime 
lead and cruised to a 15-9 victory 
over visiting NESCAC foe Trinity. 
Middlebury won for the third time 
in league play. 

Nine Panthers scored, including 
three goals apiece by Jack Sheehan 
and Billy Curtis and two each 
by William Ryan and Russell 
Thorndike. Panther goalie Hayden 
Kern made 15 saves, and William 
Munroe won 15 of 26 faceoffs. 
J.D. Farkas added five groundballs 
for Middlebury.

Trinity goalie Cooper Yaccino 
made 18 saves, and Ryan Werner 
led the 2-3 Bantams with three 
goals. 

On Tuesday, the Panthers 
knocked off previously undefeated 
No. 5 Union, 15-9, in a game played 
at the University of Texas. Again 
Middlebury bolted to a big first-

half lead and rolled to the win. The 
Panthers outscored the Dutchmen, 
4-1, in the opening quarter, and 
stretched their advantage to 9-3 by 
the halftime break. 

Eleven Panthers scored in 
another game with a balanced 
attack. Curtis scored a goal, 
assisted three, and led the team 
with four groundballs scooped. 
Patrick Jamin scored twice and 
assisted a goal, and Tom Conley 
and Thorndike added two goals 
apiece. Kern made 11 saves.

Zach Davis scored four times 
for Union (5-1), and goalie Dan 
Donohue made 14 saves. 

Bouquets of food
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF Middlebury held a food drive for HOPE at the church’s monthly 

potluck lunch in the Fellowship Hall. Congregants brought nonperishable items that were then 
turned into creative centerpieces to decorate each table. The boxes, cans, and packages offered 
a colorful reminder that food insecurity is a persistent challenge in Addison County. In total, the 
congregation donated 327 pounds of food on Sunday, a great step toward the church’s goal of 
donating two tons of food this year. Anyone interested in contributing items to this ongoing food 
drive can drop them off at the church weekdays from 9 a.m.-noon or at the 10 a.m. Sunday service.

Photo courtesy of Stephen Diehl

Panther softball takes five of eight
Middlebury team opens season with winning record in Florida

Men’s lacrosse moves to 5-0

Women’s lacrosse remains on a roll

VERGENNES — Vergennes 
police on March 16 cited a 
Middlebury man for driving 
under the influence of alcohol 
and violating conditions of 
release after allegedly finding him 
unresponsive behind the wheel of 
a Ford SUV along Main Street.

Police said they cited Justin 
Miller, 32, after discovering him 
in that condition a little after 5:15 
p.m. that Thursday. They allege 
that according to an evidentiary 
test his blood-alcohol content was 
0.295, between three and four 
times the legal limit for driving a 
vehicle. 

Police cited him at the station 
and released him to a sober 
individual. 

Between March 13 and 17, 
Vergennes police also conducted 
16 motorized patrols, 15 traffic 
stops and one VIN inspection; 
responded to an inadvertent 911 
call; ticketed two cars left out 
on city streets in violation of the 
Vergennes wintertime overnight 
parking ban; and also:

On March 13:
• Responded to a one-vehicle 

accident on West Main Street.
• Took a report from a West 

Main Street landlord of an ongoing 
dispute among tenants.

• Checked on the welfare of a 
Walker Avenue resident on behalf 
of Age Well. Police said the 
resident told them that then and 
later in a March 17 phone call she 
was concerned about lack of help 
with a number of issues, and they 
tried to reassure her Age Well was 
doing what it could to aid her. 

• Took a report that a pair of 
pants was on fire at the entrance 
to First Street. Police said city 
firefighters put out the blazing 
trousers, and they suspect who 
might have set the fire, but the 
case remains open. 

On March 14:
• Took a call from a man who 

wanted to make it clear he was not 

violating a restraining order by 
making contact with the mother 
of his daughter. The caller said 
his daughter reached out to him 
on a video call, and her mother 
happened to be on the scene. 
Police said the woman confirmed 
his story. 

• Backed up Vermont State 
Police at a Monkton family 
dispute; troopers and city police 
calmed the scene and before they 
left made sure all would remain 
safe. 

On March 16 had a young 
woman transported to Porter 
Hospital after she had been refused 
admittance to the Valley Vista 
rehabilitation center for being 
impaired and disruptive. Police 
said she was being driven home to 
Rutland by two acquaintances and 
was still in Vergennes when one of 
the acquaintances called and told 
them she was out of control and 
they needed help.

On March 17 helped state police 
and the Department of Homeland 
Security with the investigation of 
a Bristol fraud case that led to an 
arrest. 

Police Log
Vergennes

Unresponsive driver cited for DUI
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Reader Comments
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Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

Quotes are taken from reader comments submitted with subscription renewals.

“Great paper to keep in 
the loop of Addison County.”

Here’s what one reader has to say about us!

A subscriber from Burlington writes:

Mindful birding
BRIDGET BUTLER, AKA The Bird Diva, will share her path to creating Slow Birding, a 

mindful practice focused on deep observation beyond identification, connecting with the 
landscape, and connecting with self, at Ilsley Public Library in Middlebury on Wednesday, 
March 29, at 6 p.m.

Photo by Jeannette Armell

American Red Cross blood donation 
in Middlebury. Thursday, March 23, 

10 a.m.-2:30 p.m., Champlain Valley 
Unitarian Universalist Society, 2 Duane Ct. 

American Red Cross blood donation in Bristol. 
Thursday, March 23, noon-4:30 p.m., American 
Legion Post 19, 56 Airport Dr. Gov. Scott has 
declared March as Red Cross Month in Vermont. 
Honor the tradition by donating what you can.

Piano and organ recital in Middlebury. Thursday, 
March 23, 12:15 p.m., St. Stephen’s Episcopal 
Church, on the green. Come hear a Bach Birthday 
Bash Lenten performance by Christopher 
McWilliams. Free and open to the public.

Green Mountain Club Outdoor Adventure 
Series lecture in Middlebury. Thursday, March 
23, 7-8:30 p.m., Champlain Valley Unitarian 
Universalist Society, 2 Duane Ct. Drew Clymer, the 
Vermont Department of Public Safety Search and 
Rescue Coordinator, will explain the framework 
of search and rescue in our state, tell stories 
from the field, and offer tips on how to stay safe. 
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. The public is welcome. 
Refreshments served. Donations will support 
the Green Mountain Club. More information at 
gmcbreadloaf.org.

Take-out fish dinner in Vergennes. 
Friday, March 24, 5-6:30 p.m., St. 

Peter’s Parish Hall, 85 S. Maple St. 
Menu: beer battered haddock, zesty wedges, 
coleslaw, mixed vegetables, roll with butter and 
chocolate chip brownie. $13 adult/$7children 
6-12. Reservations required. Call 802-877-2367.

Vermont Maple Sugar Open House 
weekend in Addison County. 

Saturday, March 25. Addison County 
sugarmakers participating include: Irish Mill 
Maple Products in Bridport, Rainbow Ridge 
Sugarmakers in Bristol, Bread Loaf View Farm 
in Cornwall, Fox Glove Farm in Leicester, Twin 
Maple Sugarworks in Starksboro, Sunset Sugar 
Shack and Village Mapleworks in Orwell, Vermont 
Trade Winds Farm in Shoreham, and Red Rock 
Valley Maple Farm in Starksboro. Times and more 
info at vermontmaple.org/MOHW.

Community Contra Dance in Bristol. Saturday, 
March 25, 7:30-9:30 p.m., Holley Hall, 1 South St. 
in Lausanne Allen will be calling, with music by 
Red Dog Riley. $5-10 suggested donation.

Vermont Maple Sugar Open House 
weekend in Addison County. 

Sunday, March 26. See March 25 listing.
Clean water project presentation in 

Vergennes. Sunday, March 26, 1-3 p.m., St. 
Peter’s Church Hall, 58 S. Maple St. Fr. Yvon 
Royer, Scott Gaines and Patricia Reid in traveled to 
San Jose Monteverde, Mexico, in November. After 
three years of hard work and lots of fundraising, 
the clean water project in San Jose Monteverde, 
home to some of the area’s migrant farm workers 
and families, is finally completed. Come her about 
the project and personal accounts from, local 
migrant workers of how this project affects the 
lives of their community back home.  

Legislative breakfast in Shoreham. 
Monday, March 27, 7-8:45 a.m., 

Shoreham Congregational Church, 
School St. Begin your week with a meal and 
a chat with local legislators. All are welcome. 
Come and ask a question about legislation. 
Breakfast starts a 7 a.m. and program at 7:30 
a.m. Purchase of breakfast not required to attend 
but helps. Sponsored by Bridport Grange, and 
four Addison County organizations: Farm Bureau, 
Economic Development Corp., Regional Planning 
Commission and Chamber of Commerce.

“We’re ALZ in this Together: 
Destigmatizing Dementia in 

Addison County” in Vergennes. 
Tuesday, March 28, 10:30 a.m., Vergennes 
Congregational Church, 30 South Water St. Join 
Vermonters with Alzheimer’s and other dementias, 
family caregivers, service providers, Alzheimer’s 
Association staff, and community members to 
destigmatize dementia in Addison county. Stay for 
a noon Age Well lunch of cheese tortellini, a blend 
of green and black beans, wheat bread, an orange 
and milk. $5 suggested donation. Anyone having 
lunch must fill out an Age Well registration form. 
This event is free and open to the public, including 
those with dementia. Free bus transportation may 
be available through Tri-Valley Transit. More info 
contact and to reserve your spot call Michelle at 
802-377-1419.

American Red Cross blood 
donation in Middlebury. Wednesday, 

March 29, 9 a.m.-1:30 p.m., Porter 
Hospital, 115 Porter Dr. 

“Life After You” on screen in Middlebury. 
Wednesday, March 29, 3:15 and 6:30 p.m., 
Marquis Theatre, 65 Main St. Inspired by the 
book, “Life After You: What Your Death From 
Drugs Leaves Behind” by Linda Lajterman, this 
film explores the questions of who and what is 
responsible for this tragedy and follows their 
journey to answer these questions as their family 
unravels from grief, guilt and anger. Tickets $10, 
available at www.internet-ticketing.com/websales/
sales/MARMID/start.

Slow Birding with the Bird Diva, Bridget Butler, 
in Middlebury. Wednesday, March 29, 6 p.m., 
Ilsley Public Library, 75 Main St. Sounds a bit 
strange, “slow birding.” But it is possible to change 
how we approach traditional birding and what we 
get out of it. Slow birding is a practice that builds 
a deeper observation of birds and wildlife while 
at the same time creating a deeper connection 
to yourself and the place you live. Bridget Butler 
has been a naturalist for more than 20 years, 
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playing matchmaker for the wildscape and the 
wonderful people who call Vermont their home.

Emily Sunderman in Middlebury. 
Thursday, March 30, 12:15 p.m., 

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, on 
the green. Emily Sunderman will give a 

concert of violin works by Bach as part of the St. 
Stephen’s Lenten concert series. Free and open 
to the public.

“Mean Girls - High School Version” on stage 
in Bristol. Thursday, March 30, 7 p.m., Mount 
Abraham Union High School Auditorium, Airport 
Dr. Come watch Mt. Abe’s talented students 
sing and dance their way through this brutally 
hilarious take on the social hierarchy in a 
modern American high school. Rated PG-13 for 
language, sexual innuendo and references to 
drugs and alcohol. Tickets $12 available at bit.
ly/mtabemeangirls for in-person performances 
and streaming and at the door. More info and 
additional prices at bit.ly/mtabespringmusical.

NER Out Loud in Middlebury. Thursday, March 30, 
7:30 p.m., Dance Theater, Mahaney Arts Center, 
72 Porter Field Rd. In the tradition of NPR’s 
“Selected Shorts,” Middlebury student orators 
read selections from the New England Review 
literary magazine in a live performance, lending 
their voices to the work on the page and bringing it 
to life for an audience of students, faculty/staff, and 
community members. Free and open to the public. 
More info at middlebury.edu/arts.

Lenten Fish Fry in Bristol. Friday, 
March 31, 5-7 p.m., St. Ambrose 

Church, 11 School St. Join St. Savor 
an all-you-can-eat fish fry. Menu includes 

fired or baked haddock, French fries, coleslaw, 
fresh baked dinner roll, beverage and dessert. 
Tickets $16 adults/ $7 children 9 and under/$40 
immediate family of 5. More info at 802-453-2488.

“Mean Girls - High School Version” on stage 
in Bristol. Friday, March 31, 7 p.m., Mount 
Abraham Union High School Auditorium, Airport 
Dr. See March 30 listing.

Vermont Maple Sugar Open House 
weekend in Addison County. 

Saturday, April 1. Addison County 
sugarmakers participating include: Irish 

Mill Maple Products in Bridport, Rainbow Ridge 
Sugarmakers in Bristol, Bread Loaf View Farm 
in Cornwall, Fox Glove Farm in Leicester, Twin 
Maple Sugarworks in Starksboro, Sunset Sugar 
Shack and Village Mapleworks in Orwell, Vermont 
Trade Winds Farm in Shoreham, and Red Rock 
Valley Maple Farm in Starksboro. Times and 
more info at vermontmaple.org/MOHW.

Friends of Weybridge Elementary tag sale in 
Weybridge. Saturday, April 1, 8 a.m.-2 p.m., 
Weybridge Elementary School, 210 Quaker 
Village Rd. Jump start on spring cleaning. 
Accepting donations at the school on Wednesday, 
March 29 and Thursday, March 30 between 3 and 
6 p.m. and Friday, March 31, between 8 a.m.-6 
p.m. Then come by on April 1 and see what’s on 
offer. Fill-a-bag for $5 starting at 11 a.m., freebies 
starting at 1p.m., free pile all day.

“ReUnited for Ukraine” in Middlebury. Saturday, 
April 1, 7:30 p.m., Robison Hall, Mahaney Arts 
Center, 72 Porter Field Rd. Middlebury College 
students, alumni, faculty and staff will come 
together to present this benefit evening of 
music, poetry, video and dance in order to share 
a message of the resilience of the Ukrainian 
nation and its people, despite the year-long war. 
Though the performance is free and open to the 
public, resources about suggested charities will 
be provided. More info at go.middlebury.edu/
UnitedForUkraine.

Used book sale in Middlebury. Saturday, April 1, 
10 a.m.-2 p.m., Community Room, Ilsley Public 
Library. Members of the Friends of the Ilsley 
organization can begin shopping at 9:45 a.m.  

“Mean Girls - High School Version” on stage 
in Bristol. Saturday, April 1, 2 p.m. and 7 p.m., 
Mount Abraham Union High School Auditorium, 
Airport Dr. See March 30 listing.

Bingo in Vergennes. Saturday, April 1, 5 p.m., 
St. Peter’s Parish Hall, 85 S. Maple St. Doors 
open at 5 p.m., Bingo starts at 6 p.m. This is 
a family friendly event. All cash prizes, 50/50 
raffle. Refreshments sold. Sponsored by St. 
Ambrose & St. Peter’s Youth Ministry to benefit 
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the on-going program costs and the upcoming 
trip to Rome.

“ReUnited for Ukraine” in Middlebury. Saturday, 
April 1, 7:30 p.m., Robison Hall, Mahaney Arts 
Center, 72 Porter Field Rd. Middlebury College 
students, alumni, faculty, and staff will come 
together to present this benefit evening of 
music, poetry, video and dance in order to share 
a message of the resilience of the Ukrainian 
nation and its people, despite the year-long war. 
Though the performance is free and open to the 
public, resources about suggested charities will 
be provided. More info at go.middlebury.edu/
UnitedForUkraine.

Vermont Maple Sugar Open House 
weekend in Addison County. 

Sunday, April 2. See April 1 listing.
5 Town Friends of the Arts annual gathering in 

Bristol. Sunday, April 2, 1-3 p.m., Holley Hall, 1 
South St. This year the Friends will honor Mary 
Arbuckle for her long-standing contribution to 
the arts in the 5 towns. Snacks, live music, a 
short video and much more. Free and open to 
the public. 

River Watch virtual training and 
orientation. Tuesday, April 4, 7-8 

p.m., Zoom. A session for both new 
and returning volunteers to hear a summary 

of the results from 2022 water quality sampling 
and to get up to speed on what volunteer river-
watching and river-stewarding activities we will 
be tackling in 2023. In addition to collecting 
water samples in 6 Addison County watersheds 
this year, some river corridor tree plantings will 
also occur. More info at acrwcvt@gmail.com or 
802-434-3236. 

Creating Pollinator Gardens for Birds, Bees 
and Butterflies with Marijke Niles in Lincoln. 
Tuesday, April 4, 6:30 p.m., Lincoln Library, 22 
W. River Rd. Do you love nature, and all the 
treasures that come with it? Marijke Niles, owner 
and creator of Marijke’s Perennial Gardens 
Plus, will share how you can be Mother Nature’s 
helper, while bringing all the beauty of pollinators 
to your own gardens.

“If It Sounds Like a Quack... and Evening with 
Author Matt Hongoltz-Hetling” in Middlebury. 
Tuesday, April 4, 7 p.m., Ilsley Public Library, 75 
Main St. Come to the Upper Valley author’s launch 
of his new book, “If It Sounds Like a Quack...: A 
Journey to the Fringes of American Medicine,” in 
which he examines the growing universe of non-
traditional treatments — including some that are 
downright wacky, even dangerous. Dr. Jessica 
Rouse, a local board-certified Family Medicine 
physician will appear with Hongoltz-Hetling to 
debate some of the questions his book asks, 
such as: Should the government dictate what 
is medicine and what isn’t? Can we have public 
health when disagreements over science are this 
profound? No, seriously, can you turn people into 
flesh-eating zombies? Books will be available for 
purchase from The Vermont Book Shop.

Great Decisions Lecture: “Politics 
in Latin America” in Middlebury. 

Wednesday, April 5, 2:30 p.m., EastView 
at Middlebury and via Zoom. UVM Professor of 
Political Science Caroline Beer presents this 
talk on the left-wing surge in the hemisphere, 
reminiscent of the so-called “Pink Tide” that 
swept the area some 20 years ago. The talk 
will be held in-person for EastView residents 
only. Members of the general public are invited 
to participate by Zoom. For more information, 
or to obtain the Zoom link, please contact the 
EastView Concierge at 802-989-7500.

“In Goldleana’s Hands: Black Women and 
Labor Choices in North Louisiana in 1950s” 
in Middlebury. Wednesday, April 5, 7 p.m., 
Ilsley Public Library, 75 Main St. Jolivette 
Anderson-Douoning shares the lived experience 
of Mrs. Goldleana, whose story illuminates the 
role Black women played as laborers in the 
Louisiana cotton and timber industries—and in 
their own families—in the 1940s and ’50s.

SUNDAYapr
2

TUESDAYapr
4

WEDNESDAYapr
5

CALENDARONLINE
addisonindependent.com

Keep up to date with all the action, read

Arts + Leisure
every Thursday in the Addy Indy!

Mt. Abe Softball
Please Join Us!

WAFFLE BREAKFAST

14+ $9
Kids under 14 $6
Preschool Free

MARCH 26TH
7:00am - 11:00am

American Legion
Post #19, Bristol

Silent Auction & 50/50 Raffle

2023 Area RABIES CLINICS

Whiting - Whiting Fire Station Thurs. March 23, 5:30-6:30 PM 
Orwell - Orwell Fire Station Fri. March 24, 5-7 PM
New Haven - Town Office Sat. March 25, 9-11 AM
Bristol  -  Bristol Animal Hospital Tues. March 28, 5:30-7 PM 

All Clinics are open to all residents of any town. Dogs and cats only. 
For the safety of all, dogs should be leashed and cats in carriers. 
You should bring paper proof of previous rabies vaccination(s). 

$20 per vaccine  CASH only - exact change appreciated

Sponsored by Bristol Animal Hospital, Champlain Valley Small
Animal Mobile Vet and  Valleywide Veterinary Services

Please bring cash - cards and checks will not be accepted.

TUES-SAT 7AM-2PM
CLOSED SUNDAY & MONDAY

OPEN

Come try our chili at the  
Chili Cook-Off
Middlebury American Legion, 
Saturday, March 25, from 11-2

51 Ossie Rd, East Middlebury, VT     |     (802) 989-7220     |     OtterCreekBakery.com 

$5 tickets 
available at 
Otter East
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MIDDLEBURY — The film 
“Life After You,” which takes a 
serious look at opiate abuse, will be 
screen with a post-film question-
and-answer with the filmmakers 
later this month.

The feature film will be shown 
at the Marquis Theatre twice on 
Wednesday, March 29 — at 3:15 
and 6:30 p.m. 

Directed by Sarah T. Schwab 
of Cardinal Flix Inc., (CFI) this 
original independent feature 
is centered around a suburban 
family’s struggle with the death of 
their 19-year-old son following an 
overdose of heroin that was laced 
with fentanyl. The film explores 
the questions of who and what is 
responsible for this tragedy and 
follows their journey to answer 
these questions as their family 
unravels from grief, guilt and 
anger. The film is inspired by the 
book, “Life After You: What Your 
Death From Drugs Leaves Behind” 
by Linda Lajterman. 

CFI is proud to be partnering with 
local organizations and nonprofits to 
educate and bring awareness to the 

challenges surrounding the opioid 
epidemic. For The Marquis Theatre 
screenings, CFI will be teaming 
up with Jenna’s Promise. Jenna’s 
Promise is a recovery community 
in northern Vermont with a whole-
person, whole-life approach to the 
treatment of substance use disorders 
and recovery. 

Based in Johnson, Jenna’s 
Promise is also a social enterprise 
that connects people seeking 
recovery and their families with 
all parts of the community through 
recovery housing, treatment 
services, powerful organizational 
partnerships, and an entrepreneurial 
work program that provides 
valuable skills while giving back 
to the entire community. Within 
a safe setting, Jenna’s Promise 
offers a structured environment 
and experienced, caring staff ready 
to set individuals and families on 
the path towards lasting healing 
and well-being. The organization’s 
goal is to pave the way for an 
effective recovery paradigm that 
fills in the gaps of the current 
national model and provides a 

pathway to improving the lives of 
those affected by substance use 
disorder. More information is at 
jennaspromise.org.

“Life After You” stars Florencia 
Lozano (“Keep Breathing,” 
“Narcos”), Gary Perez (“The 
Blacklist”), Kathryn Erbe (“Law 
and Order: Criminal Intent”), 
Craig “muMs” Grant (“Oz”) and 
Tina Benko (“The Avengers”). 
Following each screening of 
the film will be a talk-back with 
members of the production and 
community to provide resources 
and answer questions about both 
the film and the opioid epidemic. 

The film has received numerous 
accolades including WorldFest-
Houston: Best Lead Actress 
(Florencia Lozano) and Remi 
Award for First Feature Film; Nice 
International Film Festival: Best 
Feature and Best Lead Actress 
(Florencia Lozano); and Madrid 
International Film Festival: Best 
Director (Sarah T. Schwab). 

For tickets and more information 
about the screenings visit 
middleburymarquis.com.

FLORENCIA LOZANO AND Gary Perez star in “Life After You,” a film about the aftermath of a fentanyl 
overdose that will screen in Middlebury March 29, including a live talk-back with the filmmakers and 
others in the community.

A story of addiction: ‘Life After You’

Film offers hard look at opioids

MIDDLEBURY — Bridget 
Butler, also known as the Bird Diva, 
will be at Ilsley Public Library on 
Wednesday, March 29 at 6 p.m. 
to share her path to creating Slow 
Birding, a mindful practice focused 
on deep observation beyond 
identification, connecting with the 
landscape, and connecting with self. 

In the presentation “Slow Birding: 
Reimagining Our Connection 
with Birds” Butler will share a 
variety of techniques that will help 
deepen birders’ observation skills 
and interpret bird behavior. The 
techniques are aimed not only at 

building skills as a naturalist, but 
also at providing bird watchers with 
a practice that will allow them to 
slow down and reconnect with the 
natural world.

Butler has been working in 
conservation and environmental 
education for more than 20 years 
throughout New England. She 
owns her own small business, Bird 
Diva Consulting, which provides 
presentations, outings, and online 
courses for folks interested in 
exploring their connection with 
birds. Butler is a certified Kripalu 
Mindfulness Outdoor Guide, 

and has worked for the Audubon 
Society in Vermont, Maine, New 
Hampshire, and Massachusetts. 

Her Slow Birding work has been 
featured on numerous podcasts, 
including the American Birding 
Podcast, Ray Brown’s Talkin’ 
Birds Podcast, and the South Africa 
podcast The Birding Life. As the 
Bird Diva, she feels that birding 
is for anyone who enjoys and is 
curious about birds — if you take 
delight in noticing birds, you are a 
birder. 

Butler lives in St. Albans with her 
husband and three young children.

LINCOLN — The Ripton 
Community Coffee House presents 
songwriting duo Robinson & Rohe 
on Saturday, April 1, at Burnham 
Hall. Liam Robinson and Jean 
Rohe play multiple instruments 
including banjo, accordion and 
guitar. They have toured all over 
the U.S., Switzerland, U.K. and 
Ireland since the release of their 
debut record, Hunger. Set to 
release their sophomore album, 
Into the Night, in May, this album 
showcases their skill as producers 
and arrangers. 

Doors open at 7 p.m. General 

admission tickets are $15, generous 
admission tickets are $20-$25 
or pay what you can. Masks are 
recommended, but not required. 
The show will also be live streamed 
on YouTube and Facebook.

The Lincoln School District 
Board Annual Meeting will be 
held on Tuesday, April 11, at 
6:30 p.m., at Burnham Hall. The 
meeting has been warned and the 
budget and articles to be voted 
are now available on the town 
website at lincolnvermont.org. 
Officer positions up for election 
are moderator, clerk, treasurer 

and three school district board 
members. All voting, including 
election of officers, will be from 
the floor. A budget information 
session will be held within 10 days 
of the meeting.
REMINDER

On Tuesday, April 4, the library 
will present Creating Pollinator 
Gardens for Birds, Bees and 
Butterflies with Marijke Niles at 
6:30 p.m. 

Until next time … Don’t Regret 
The Past, Learn From It. Every 
Moment Is A Fresh Beginning. 
Prove Them Wrong.

‘Bird Diva’ offers talk at Ilsley

NEWS

Lincoln Have a news tip?
Call Dawn Mikkelsen at 453-7029

VERGENNES — Vergennes 
Union High School sophomore 
Megan Mentzer garnered the 
second place award in the 
American Legion Department of 
Vermont’s 65th annual high school 
constitutional speech contest held 
Sunday, March 5, at the Pavilion 
Auditorium in Montpelier. With 
her prepared oration, “The Role of 
the Supreme Court in America’s 
Ever Changing Judicial Climate,” 
Mentzer impressed judges with 
her “outstanding delivery” and 
use of keystone cases to make her 
arguments.

The Prepared Oration is 
an original 8- to 10-minute 
speech on some phase of the 
Constitution of the U.S. The 
speech is accomplished using no 
microphone, notes or a podium 
and must address a citizen’s 
duties and obligations to the U.S. 
government. The contest requires 
students to follow the prepared 
oration with an assigned topic 
speech of 3-5 minutes long. This, 
too, must address the duties and 
obligations of a citizen to our 
government. Each of the three 
district finalists addressed the 
6th Amendment as the randomly 
chosen assigned topic of four 
possibilities. There are five tenets 
of the 6th Amendment that affect 
the rights of a defendant in a 
criminal prosecution including the 
right to a speedy trial, an impartial 
jury, and right to an attorney.

A sophomore at Vergennes 
Union High School, this is 
Mentzer’s first time competing. 
Her competitive nature has 
been fueled by a passion for 
music. She is currently playing 
in the orchestra for the VUHS 
musical “Newsies,” and she is 
a percussionist in the Vermont 
Youth Orchestra. When she 
learned of the American Legion 
speech competition through her 
school newsletter, she entered 
the contest just six weeks before 
her first contest. Mentzer was 
linked up with a local speech 
coach and in the past few weeks 
entered not only the Oratorical, 
but the Vergennes Rotary Speech 
Competition and the Vergennes 
Lions Speak Out. She placed first 
locally in all three and finished 
second at the state American 
Legion Oratorical and will 
represent Vergennes in the April 
state Lions Club Speech finals.

Megan lives in Ferrisburgh 
with her parents, David and April 
Mentzer and brother Thomas.

Taking second place in 
the Department finals earned 
Mentzer a $750 award from the 
American Legion Department 
of Vermont. Vergennes Post 14 
sponsored Mentzer by hosting 
the local contest in February. A 
week later, Mentzer competed 
in the American Legion District 
1 contest held at Bristol Post 19, 
which qualified her to be one 
of three finalists for the state 
competition.

Applications to participate 
in the 2023-2024 Program are 
available from Karlene DeVine, 
Department of Vermont Oratorical 
Chair kdevine@myfairpoint.net

Mentzer takes prize for speech

MEGAN MENTZER RECEIVES the 2nd Place award from the 
Department of Vermont American Legion Commander Tom Scanlon 
for her speech, “The Role of the Supreme Court in America’s Ever 
Changing Judicial Climate” at the Pavilion Auditorium, Montpelier.

Photo courtesy of Karlene DeVine

Mount Abraham Union High School

Caleb Russell
MAUHS

STUDENT OF THE WEEKSTUDENT OF THE WEEK

Caleb  Russell

64 Jackman Drive  •  Bristol 
802.453.2381  •  JackmansInc.com

Way to go, 

Telecommunications Sales and Service
Data Cabling & Fiber Optic Solutions

802-388-8999
Middlebury

CONGRATULATIONS
STUDENTS!

• Business Law  •  Wills, Trusts and Estates
• Government Contracting  •  Elder Law

• Property and Tenancy Issues

Congratulations
Students!

A� ordable & client-focused legal services

802-489-5099 or law@jlgi.com 
28 North Street - Bristol Village

 JOHNSON LAW GROUP JOHNSON LAW GROUP

Well Done!

We’re 
Impressed!

58 Maple Street • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-4944 

www.addisonindependent.com
14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDD., VT

802-388-3371

Stop by to 
grab your 
free gift!

Congratulations!
Keep up the great work,

877-3118
Vergennes, VT

If  you are interested in advertising in Student of  the Week 
contact advertising@addisonindependent.com

Mount Abraham Union High School’s Student of the Week 
is future Castleton University student Caleb Russell. Caleb 
is captain of the Eagle football team. He was selected for All 
Division 3 team, North South All Star Team, honorable mention 
for the All-State Team, and nominated to participate in the 70th 
annual Vermont/New Hampshire Shrine Bowl. Caleb doesn’t 
stop there; he is currently gearing up for the baseball season 
and is the class treasurer. Outside of school, Caleb works at 
Hogback Mountain Brewing as a dishwasher and has several 
hobbies, which include playing sports and video games as well 
as working out and spending time with his friends.

Caleb resides with his mom and dad, Jennifer and Joseph 
Russell, four younger siblings — Shayne, Julianna, Alivia and 
Gabriel  — along with two dogs and a cat. Over the past four 
years at Mt. Abe, Caleb has explored several science classes 
and enjoys topics related to human health. He appreciates all 

his teachers for their unique qualities and talents, providing 
diverse learning opportunities and experiences for him to 
further his knowledge and prepare for his future goals.

Caleb offers an important insight for us all to consider, “I 
think the most important lesson I have learned in high school is 
that I will not obtain any form of accolades or accomplishments 
without hard work. Mount Abraham is an amazing school with 
some amazing teachers. You will only get out as much as you 
put in. There is always kindness in the world, and to see it, it 
starts with you giving it to others. As long as you always do the 
right thing, the world will treat you right.”

Mt. Abraham is grateful to have such an outstanding scholar 
and athlete in our community. We wish Caleb all the best with 
his plans to attend Castleton University as a Health Science 
student and play on their football team!

Caleb
Caleb

Congratulations

802-388-1338
99 Court St., Middlebury, VT

Students of the Week from all area high schools
will receive a gift from Otter Creek Bakery. 
Students of the Week are chosen by school 

teachers and administration.
Best of Luck to All Students!

Caleb
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&&service& DIRECTORY

auto body restoration
auto repair 
carpentry/contractors
cleaning services

computers
construction
duct cleaning
lawn care

firewood
flooring
heating &
    air conditioningBusiness

Thursday

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

COMPUTERS

CONSTRUCTION

CLEANING SERVICES

AUTO BODY RESTORATION

CHECK US OUT
ONLINE AT

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

AUTO REPAIR

LOCAL CONTRACTOR
GENERAL CARPENTRY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Remodeling • Additions

Painting • Roofing
WINNER of “Best Local Contractor” 

FOUR CONSECUTIVE YEARS by 
READERS CHOICE AWARDS!

MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT

MARK TRUDEAUMARK TRUDEAU

802.388.0860802.388.0860

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

802-453-7345  |  138 Hunt Road, New Haven, VT

Metal Fabrication
Agricultural Repair
Commercial Repair

Auto Body Repair
Rust Repair
Collison Repair

Full/Custom
    restoration

We accept all major credit cards  |  We accept Insurance claims
Follow our projects on Facebook

Family owned & operated

Over two decades experience!

Gevry Firewood LLC
gevryfirewoodvt@gmail.com

or 802-349-0699

Are you looking for green or 
seasoned firewood?

Well we’ve got it all right here in Addison, VT!

We cut, split, and deliver hardwood 
firewood in 12-24 inch lengths.

And we now offer kiln dried firewood!
Contact us today for a quote!

FIREWOOD

Quaker Village
Carpentry

Siding, Windows, Garages, Decks & Porches
New Construction, Renovations and Repairs

Maurice plouffe
802-545-2251
1736 Quaker Village Road

Weybridge, VT 05753

DO YOU REPAIR OR CLEAN 
FURNACES? 

 YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!
FLOORING

And Duct Work 
for Heating, Ventilation 
and Air Conditioning
We use 5,000+ cfm HEPA
Vacuum Cleaning Systems 

Commercial/Residential • Owner Operated • Fully Insured • Neat & Clean

Buy Local! 802.989.0396

Specializing inSpecializing in
Duct CleaningDuct Cleaning

We can design, fabricate, seal, insulate, clean,
anything to do with your ducted systems.

Certified
Collision Experts

All Makes and Models
Working with all

Insurance companies

(802) 388-9961
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

2196 Rt 7 South,  Middlebury
stonecdjr.com

Hometown Service from 
Your Hometown Dealers!

Factory-Trained Technicians
Servicing all makes

and models

G Stone Motors   
36 Boardman St., 

Middlebury
(802) 388-6718

gstonemotors.com 

Stone
Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
2149 Rt 7 So., Middlebury

(802) 388-9961
stonecdjr.com

F    J    C
802.310.1986

• Full service general 
contractor

• Turn key construction
• Kind knowledgeable staff

fjcbuilders.com

One cal l  does i t  a l l
Christopher Netelkos

cnetelkos@fjcbuilders.com   •   Sudbury, Vt.

For an appointment , call The PC Medic of 
Vermont at 802-734-6815
www.pcmedicvt.com

The PC Medic of 
Vermont now offers 

both on-site and remote 
computer services for 

your PC.

Call today to see which 
type of appointment 

you need, and get your 
PC running correctly 

again!

DUCT CLEANING

Melissa’s Quality
Cleaning Services
Residential & Commercial

GREAT RATES • FULLY INSURED
Reliable & Thorough 

802 345-6257

David Walker ConstructionDavid Walker Construction
298 Biddle Road
Lincoln, Vermont

05443

Semi-Retired
Small Jobs Only

cell: 802-989-0320

email:
dwconstruction@gmavt.net

LAWN CARE

Contact us today
for a free consultation 

802-349-6163
Residential and Commercial

property maintenance, upkeep and installation.
Providing a comprehensive list

of every possible need with 24/7 response.

Spring 
is 

here!

Advertise 
your 

landscaping 
business 
with us.

CALL 802-388-4944

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT
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Soak Up The Sun!
Don’t spend your hard-earned money 
making the hot water or electricity that 
you use today–

SOLAR IS MORE AFFORDABLE THAN EVER!

Go Green with us –

We’ve been here for you for 43 years – 
Let us help you with your solar projects today. 

Call for a FREE on-site evaluation

SIDING

LAROSE SURVEYS, P.C.
Ronald L. LaRose, L.S. • Kevin R. LaRose, L.S.

Land Surveying/Septic Design
“We will take you through the

permitting process!”

25 West St. • PO Box 388
Bristol, VT 05443

Telephone: 802-453-3818
Fax: 802- 329-2138

larosesurveys@gmail.com

TAXES

&&service& DIRECTORYBusiness
Thursday masonry 

painting 
plumbing
property maintenace
renewable energy

roofing
rubbish & recycling
septic & water
siding
snow removal

surveying
taxes
tree service

CHECK US OUT ONLINE AT
ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

Marcel Brunet & Sons, Inc.
Windows & Siding

Vergennes, VT

802-316-6060 • rbrunet1@myfairpoint.net • 802-877-2640

Siding • Windows
Additions • Garages • Decks

WE HAVE THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT 
FOR THE RIGHT JOB – TO GIVE YOU

 REASONABLE RATES

Reasonable Rates • Year-round Service • Fully Insured
(802) 453-3351 • Cell (802) 363-5619

24 Hour Emergency Service 453-7014
 Brownswelding.com

Serving Vermont for over 42 years!

BROWN’S TREE & 
CRANE SERVICE

Dangerous Trees Cut & Removed
Stumps Removed  
Trusses Set
Trees Trimmed 
Land Clearing

FREE ESTIMATES FOR TREE SERVICES

TREE SERVICE

Celebrating 36 Years
Environmental Consultants – Licensed Designers

Steve Revell CPG, LD#178 BW

• Water Supply - Location, Development and Permitting
• On-Site Wastewater Design • Single & Multiple Lot Subdivision
• Property Development & Permitting
• State and Local Permitting
• Underground Storage Tank Removal & Assessment

Fax 802-453-5399 • Email: jrevell@lagvt.com
163 Revell Drive • Lincoln, VT 05443

Toll-Free: 800-477-4384
802-453-4384

www.lagvt.com

Jeremy Revell LD#611 BW • Tyler Maynard LD#597 B

PLUMBING

SEPTIC & WATER

Phone (802) 537-3555

roofingMichael Doran
• Standing seam

• Asphalt shingles 
• Slate

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

roofing

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

Phone (802) 537-3555

Michael Doran
as seen at Addison County Field Days!

• Standing seam
• Asphalt shingles 

• Slate

mpdoransr@gmail.com

Go Solar with
AllEarth Renewables
Customer-driven solutions 
designed, engineered and built 
in Vermont, with over 3,000 
installations in the state.

CALL 802.872.9600 x122
allearthrenewalables.com

RENEWABLE ENERGY

Short Surveying, inc.
Serving Addison County Since 1991

Timothy L. Short, L.S.
Property Line Surveys • Topographical Surveys

FEMA Elevation Certificates
135 S. Pleasant St., Middlebury, VT 

802-388-3511
ShortSurveyingVT@gmail.com

A friendly, professional, 
and affordable family business.

Interior Painting

HESCOCK PAINTING

Kim or Jonathan Hescock
hescock@shoreham.net

462-3737 or 989-9107

Free Free 
Estimates Estimates 

References References 

Fully Fully 
InsuredInsured

PAINTING

ROOFING

Advertise your business on these pages for under $10 per week.
Call 802-388-4944 or email advertising@addisonindependent.com for details.

SURVEYING

Are you a
tax preparer?
We’ll help you reach

 more clients this tax season.
Email advertising@

addisonindependent.com
to get started.

802-247-5475
802-349-8265

STEADY PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & EXCAVATION

Owner

194 Silver Lake Road 
Goshen, Vt.

steadymaintenance@yahoo.com

CHUCK STEADY

PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE

MASONRY
Fine Dry Stone Masonry

Jamie Masefield
Certified by the Dry Stone Wallers
Association of Great Britain

802-233-4670
jmasefield@gmavt.net

GET  GET  RESULTS!RESULTS!
ADVERTISE ADVERTISE HEREHERE

 Time for spring Time for spring 
cleaning?cleaning?

 Find the help you 
need in the Addy Indy

B&S Directory!
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Public Meetings
AL-ANON OFFERS HELP 
and hope to anyone who 
has been affected by a 
loved one’s drinking. Mid-
dlebury hosts an online 
meeting Sunday night 
7:15pm and a face to face 
one Wednesday at 1:30pm 
at CVUUS (2 Duane Court 
Middlebury near the high 
school) that you can also 
access by Zoom. Visit ver-
montalanonalateen.org for 
links and list of other meet-
ings in the region. If you’d 
like to speak to an Al-Anon 
member, call our answering 
service (866-972-5266) and 
an Al-Anon member will call 
you back.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS in person meetings 
are available. For a list 
of local virtual meetings 
visit http://bit.ly/district9aa.  
For more information visit 
https://aavt.org/ or call the 
24 hour hotline at 802-388-
9284.

THE TURNING POINT 
CENTER of Addison Coun-
ty is open for in-person 
services, Monday through 
Friday, 10am-4pm, 54A 
Creek Road, Middlebury. 
We are available by phone 
24/7 at 802-388-4249.

V E R G E N N E S  F R E E 
THINKERS Founded in 
1935 on the principle of 
one alcoholic helping an-
other to achieve sobriety, 
A.A. is an effective and 
enduring program of re-
covery that has changed 
countless lives.  A.A. has 
always been committed to 
making its program of re-
covery available to anyone, 
anywhere, who reaches 
out for help with an alcohol 
problem.  The Vergennes 
Free Thinkers meeting was 
created in January of this 
year to maintain a tradition 
of free expression, conduct 
a meeting where alcoholics 
may feel free to express 
any beliefs, doubts or dis-
belief they may have, to 
share their own personal 
form of spiritual experience, 
their search for it, and/or 
their rejection of it, without 
having to accept anyone 
else’s beliefs or having to 
deny their own. Meetings 
are held with a high re-
gard for compassion and 
inclusion without judgment 
or exception.  If you think 
we can help, please join 
us on Thursdays at 6pm 
by contacting Vergennes-
freethinkers@gmail.com 
for Zoom and in-person 
meeting information.

DEADLINE: Monday at 5 p.m. 

CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM
Addison Independent

Cash in on our 4-for-3 rates! Pay for 3 issues, get 4th issue free! An ad placed for consective issues runs the 4th time for free! PLEASE PRINT YOUR AD...

The Independent assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in ads, but will 
rerun classified ad in which the error oc-
curred. No refunds will be possible. Ad-
vertiser will please notify us of any errors 
which may occur after first publication.

Number of words:
Cost:
# of runs:
Spotlight Charge:
Internet Listing: $2.00
TOTAL:

ADDISON INDEPENDENT
58 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-4944
addisonindependent.com •  email: classifieds@addisonindependent.com

RA
TE

S

• 25¢ per word • minimum $2.50 per ad 

• $2 internet listing for up to 4 issues • minimum 2 insertions

• Special 4 for 3 rates not valid for the following categories: Services,
Opportunities, Real Estate, Wood heat, Attn. Farmers, For Rent & Help Wanted

Notices

Card of Thanks

Personals

Services

Free**

Lost ’N Found**

Garage Sales 

Lawn & Garden

Opportunities

Adoption

Work Wanted

Help Wanted

For Sale

Public Meetings**

For Rent

Want to Rent

Wood Heat

Real Estate

Animals

Att. Farmers

Motorcycles

Cars

Trucks

SUVs

Snowmobiles

Boats

Wanted

Real Estate Wanted

Vacation Rentals

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Spotlight with large 3$2** no charge for these ads

Or, submit your classified ad on our website: addisonindependent.com

Volunteer ad

3x3 or a 6x3 

Services Services Services Services Services Services

Are You Seeking People-
Centered Work That Makes

a Difference? 
Check out EastView at Middlebury -

Senior Living in the Heart of Middlebury
http://www.eastviewmiddlebury.com/join-our-team/

Find Your Calling
at EastView

MIDDLEBURY UNION 
HIGH SCHOOL

MUHS
COACHING POSITIONS

Middlebury Union High School is looking for an 
Assistant Ultimate Frisbee Coach.

Applicants must possess a strong knowledge of coaching 
principles with previous coaching experience preferred. 
Must possess strong organizational skills and the ability 
to communicate and relate to student athletes.

Interested parties should send a letter
of interest, resume, and three current 

letters of reference to:
Sean Farrell/Athletic Director

Middlebury Union High School
73 Charles Avenue

Middlebury, VT  05753
Applications will be accepted

until the positions have been filled.
E.O.E. Sign-on Bonus, Travel Allowance, Mentor Program,

Free Meal, New Wage Bands and Shift Differentials
The Residence at Otter Creek, a premiere senior living com-

munity in Middlebury, VT is accepting applications for:

Full/Part-Time Med Techs/LPN ($3,000 sign-on bonus)

Full/Part-Time Caregiver ($3,000 sign-on bonus)

Sales and Marketing Director

Memory Care Director

Full/Part Time Servers

Please inquire about per-diem shift openings
 for all departments

Applicants must be able to work weekends.
Background checks required. 

Now offering Now offering 
Open Breakfast and Open Breakfast and 

Open Dinner Interviews!Open Dinner Interviews!

Please join us on Tuesdays for Open Interviews
and a bite to eat! We would love to meet with you 

and tell you about the wonderful positions we have 
available! Let us show you around and experience 

our exciting community. Breakfast Interviews 
Tuesdays from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m., and Dinner 

Interviews Tuesdays from 4 to 5:30 p.m.

Please email your resume to
Kristen LaFlam at 
klaflam@residenceottercreek.com. 
or use our new QR Code.

The Residence at Otter Creek
350 Lodge Road, Middlebury, VT 05753 
www.residenceottercreek.com

2 x col  3
Slate valley

SOCIAL STUDIES

CD

Help Wanted ads can be found 
on Page 9B, 10B and 11B.

SLATE VALLEY 
UNIFIED UNION

SCHOOL DISTRICT
SOCIAL STUDIES TEACHER 

VACANCY  2023-2024
Social Studies Teacher 7-12 needed at the 

Slate Valley Unified Union School District. 
Licensure as a Social Studies Teacher

is required. 
For additional information please contact 

Ben Worthing, Principal at 802-265-4966 or 
by email bworthing@svuvt.org.  

Apply at https://slatevalley.tedk12.com/
hire/index.aspx

The position will remain open until filled. EOE

 

Interested in volunteering?
Email Amyh@unitedwayaddisoncounty.org

Community Impact Funding Volunteers
UWAC is currently accepting Letters of Interest from nonprofits serving Addison County 

in the area of Education for our Community Impact Funding. 
We are in search of volunteers to review Letters of Interest, conduct and score site visits,

and work as part of a group to make funding recommendations to our Board of Directors.

The CIF Review process began on March 22, 2023 and will run through May.

Addison Independent

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Public Meetings Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted
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VERMONT SUPPORT 
LINE Are you struggling 
with a challenging situa-
tion? Do you have feel-
ings of sadness, loneliness, 
isolation, anger, or depres-
sion? You don’t have to 
face it alone. Talk with a 
caring person who under-
stands what you’re going 
through today by calling or 
texting the free and confi-
dential Pathways Vermont 
Support Line available 24/7 
at (833) VT - TALKS.

Services
C+I DRYWALL and plaster-
ing. Call Joe 802-234-5545.

CONSTRUCTION: ADDI-
TIONS, RENOVATIONS 
new construction, drywall, 
carpentry, painting, flooring, 
roofing, pressure washing, 
driveway sealing. All as-
pects of construction, also 
property maintenance. Ste-
ven Fifield 802-989-0009.

MELISSA’S QUALITY 
CLEANING Services. Resi-
dential and commercial. 
Fully insured. Great rates. 
Reliable and thorough 
cleaning. 802-345-6257.

ODD JOBS lawn work, 
cut brush, some tree work. 
Snow removal services for 
your roof. Call us we do 
other jobs too! 802-999-
2194 John.

3
WE BUY OLD STUFF Es-
tates, collections, antiques 
etc. Also hunting and fish-
ing items. Call Erik 802-
345-0653.

Free
DIGITAL ACCESS View 
obituaries, calendar listings 
and classifieds online at 
addisonindependent.com.  
Don’t miss out on events, 
garage sales, or opportu-
nities- check out our free 
digital listings.  Looking 
to read more? Become a 
subscriber!

Help Wanted

3
ADVANCE AUTO PARTS 
VERGENNES is looking for 
several Part time drivers 
both for mornings 7:30am 
to 1pm, afternoon 12pm 
to 5pm, and 10am to 2pm. 
Apply online or visit the 
store and speak with an 
associate for more details.

OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR 
FOR Bristol Office. We are 
looking for a person to pro-
vide general office sup-
port including; assistance 
with rental properties and 
tenant services, purchas-
ing of supplies, as well as 
providing administrative 
support for an international 
non-profit, which includes 
processing donations, man-
aging mailings, etc. Knowl-
edge of Word and Excel 
is very helpful. Must be 
detail-oriented and a good 
problem solver. 20-25 hrs/
week. Competitive com-
pensation. Send resume 
to carol@wellsmountain.
com or call 802-453-4017.

3
TIRED OF BEING RE-
TIRED? Limited hours, 
A&W and Greg’s Market. 
Applications available at 
Greg’s.

For Rent

3
4 BEDROOM 1 1/2 BATH- 
House in Vergennes. This 
split level raised ranch has 
an open kitchen, living and 
dining room with access to 
a rear deck overlooking the 
backyard. New appliances. 
Laundry includes washer/
dryer. Wood stove with 3 
cord of wood, plowing and 
lawn maintenance includ-
ed. $2250.00 per month 
plus deposit (utilities not 
included). References re-
quired. Available April 1st. 
For details jrace2273@
gmail.com.

ADDISON- 3 BEDROOM 1 
bathroom mobile home on 
private lot. water and lawn 
care included. No pets. 
No smoking. Will be avail-
able in April or May. Show-
ings only be appointment. 
$1000.00 plus security de-
posit. 802-735-4725

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent

Your local newspaper 
is your

BEST RESOURCE 
for local  job

opportunities!

Also available online:
addisonindependent.com

Looking for 
something
different?

2 x col  5
Slate valley

design

CD

2 x col  4.5
Slate valley
proficience

learning coach

CD

2 x col  4
Slate valley
special ed

CD

2 x col  2.75
Slate valley

Board members

CD

Childcare Worker/Parent Educator
Join the Parent/Child Center Team

Childcare Staff Position: We are seeking a childcare worker
who will work with children and parents in our therapeutic 
program. This is a full-time position with generous benefits. 

We are a therapeutic childcare program that supports children 
birth through 5 and their families. Strong candidates must have 

knowledge of child development, family systems, excellent 
communication skills, and want to work with young families. 

Flexibility and collaboration are a must. Experience with children 
and families wanted: a minimum of a bachelor’s degree preferred.

Please send a resume and cover letter, along with 3 references 
to Donna Bailey at dbailey@addisoncountypcc.org

Middlebury Agway  338 Exchange St. – Middlebury, VT.

FT Cashier -  Customer Service
Immediate Openings available.  Must be able to work until 6pm Weekdays 
and Weekends a MUST.  Up to 40 hours per week.
Wage commensurate with experience. 

Please send Resumes to info@middleburyagway.com or Fill out Application 
at Middlebury Agway, 338 Exchange Street, Middlebury VT.

Please no phone calls.

Warehouse and Yard Worker  -  FT  Position available
Warehouse Worker Job Purpose: Loading and Assisting with Customer 
Orders from the Yard, Warehouse and Store, Stocking Shelves and Filling 
Propane Tanks. Up to 40 hours per week.
Skills/Qualifications: Ability to lift 50lbs repeatedly throughout the day 
Weekends and dependability a MUST!  Preferable age 18+.

Please fill out an application in person.
Middlebury Agway - 338 Exchange St. – Middlebury, VT.

Nursery and Greenhouse Sales and Care Associate
Middlebury Agway is seeking a highly motivated individual to assist 
in our Nursery and Greenhouse during our busy season.  We’re looking 
for someone to pleasantly and confidently interact with customers in a 
demanding, fast paced environment.  Full Time or Part Time candidates will be 
considered but weekend availability is required. Multiple positions available. 

• Ability to lift and assist in loading and unloading of plant material and in 
the store.

• Knowledge of Growing/Caring for/Harvesting: Vegetables, Annuals, 
Perennials, Trees and Shrubs

• Excellent Customer Service Skills a must plus ability to recommend and 
sell plant material as well as complementary products

• Must be available to work weekends
• Team oriented, co-operative and a positive attitude required.

Please send Resume along with Salary History and References to:
Middlebury Agway Farm & Garden, Attn: Jennifer Jacobs,

338 Exchange St.  Middlebury, VT 05753

Are you interested in becoming a 

Financial Advisor?

THORNTON
INVESTMENT 

MANAGEMENT
pat@thorntoninvesting.com

614 Monkton Rd.,
Bristol, VT 05443

(802) 355-8001 Cell
(802) 453-5432 Office

Please contact Pat Thornton 
to schedule a time to meet 
and learn more about this 

exciting career opportunity!

 
We are seeking a candidate interested

in the Financial Service Industry.

This is an entry-level position with many
opportunities to learn and grow.

Training will be provided to the right candidate. 

You will enjoy a competitive salary and flexible work 
hours at our location in Bristol, Vermont.

The Center is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

COOK
FRIDAYS ONLY (8 HOURS)

Early childhood program in need 
of cook for program. This is a year 
round position. Knowledge of food 
preparation, nutrition, and ability to 
work in a busy environment.

Please send resume to
dylan@mjccvt.org or call

(802)388-2853 with any questions.

Help  WantedHelp  Wanted
Town of New Haven

Highway Department Road Crew

78 North Street, New Haven, VT 05472
802-453-3516

Full-time road crew position. Applicant must have a Class B CDL; 
should be willing to learn dump truck operation and maintenance, 
snowplowing, road building, and small equipment operation such as 
chain saws. Must be able to get along well with others and be willing to 
work outdoors in all types of weather. Must have passed drug test and 
medical exam for CDL drivers prior to employment.
Good benefits package: 12 paid holidays, medical insurance,
              and sick leave; pay based on experience. 

Application and job description
available at Town Clerk’s Office

and www.newhavenvt.com.
Submit applications to Town Office: Town of New 

Haven, 78 North St., New Haven, Vt. 05472
or email newhaventreasurer@gmavt.net.  

Help Wanted 
ads can be 
found on 

Page 9B, 10B 
and 11B.

SLATE VALLEY 
UNIFIED UNION

SCHOOL DISTRICT
 2023 BOARD MEMBERS

The Slate Valley Unified Union School 
District Board is seeking the following

school board members to fill vacated seats 
on the District School Board:

West Haven citizens
Anyone interested in these positions 
should submit their letter of interest

to the Slate Valley Board, care of 
Superintendent of Schools bfarrell@svuvt.org.

Position will remain open until filled EOE

SLATE VALLEY 
UNIFIED UNION

SCHOOL DISTRICT
2023-2024 School Year Vacancy

Special Education Teachers
Slate Valley is seeking full-time Special 

Education Teachers for open positions in 
the District.  Small caseloads and supportive 
work environment exists.  Special Education 

Certification required; preference
will be given to those with experience

in teaching reading.  
Positions begin August 23, 2023

for the 23-24 school year.
For more information please contact Kris 

Benway, Director of Special Services 
at 802-265-4905 ext. 2551 or email at 

kbenway@svuvt.org
Apply at: https://slatevalley.tedk12.com/

hire/index.aspx
Position will remain open until filled. EOE

SLATE VALLEY 
UNIFIED UNION

SCHOOL DISTRICT
2023-2024 School Year Vacancy

PROFICIENCY-BASED
LEARNING COACH

Slate Valley is seeking a Proficiency-
Based Learning Coach who possesses both 
content and instructional expertise to work 
with PreK-6 colleagues classroom teachers 

to support student learning and teacher 
practice. The Coach will focus on individual 

and group professional learning that will 
expand and refine the understanding about 

evidence-based effective instruction for 
teachers. This position requires a Vermont 

elementary educator license, and a minimum 
of five years of successful teaching experience.
For more information, please contact Casey 

O’Meara, Director of Curriculum at 802-265-
4905 ext. 2554 or comeara@svuvt.org

Apply at: https://slatevalley.tedk12.com/
hire/index.aspx

Position will remain open until filled. EOE

SLATE VALLEY 
UNIFIED UNION

SCHOOL DISTRICT
2023-2024 School Year Vacancy

DESIGN INSTRUCTOR
Fair Haven Union Middle School is seeking 
a Design Instructor to craft student-centered 

learning experiences implementing design 
experiences into multi-disciplinary curricula 
from grades 7 & 8. A background in design 
and the design process is essential for the 
design of hands-on work. Multiple fields 

including: woodworking, 3D printing, Google 
SketchUp, laser cutting, vinyl cutting, and 
fundamental knowledge of the connection 

between technology and other fields of study 
are essential for this position. The instructor 

will be in charge of a fully functional 
Innovation/Maker Laboratory with a variety 
of tooling from saws and hand tools to laser 
cutters, and 3D printers. Secondary (7-12) 

Educator License required. 
For more information, please contact 

Ben Worthing, Fair Haven Union Middle 
High School Principal at 802-265-4966 

or bworthing@svuvt.org
Apply at: https://slatevalley.tedk12.com/

hire/index.aspx
Position will remain open until filled.  EOE

Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Public Meetings

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Services

Help Wanted

 All real estate advertising 
in this newspaper is 
subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 
as amended which makes 
it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons 
receiving public assistance, 
or an intention to make any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will 
not  knowingly accept any 
advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.  To complain 
of discrimination, call HUD 
Toll-free at 1-800-424-8590. 
For the Washington, DC area 
please call HUD at  
426-3500.

For Rent



PAGE 11B — Addison Independent, Thursday, March 23, 2023

Auctions

ADDISON CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
SPRING DEVELOPMENTAL SCREENING FOR 

PRESCHOOL CHILDREN
April is screening month for preschool children from Bridport, Cornwall, 

Middlebury, Ripton, Salisbury, Shoreham and Weybridge!
The ACSD Early Education Program provides services to children identified 

as having disabilities or delays in meeting developmental milestones.  We also 
collaborate with area preschool and childcare programs to address the needs 
of our local preschool children.  Screenings help to identify children who would 
benefit from additional support before entering kindergarten.

If you have questions or concerns about your child’s developmental progress, 
your district early education program is offering screening for children ages 
3-5 who are not enrolled in kindergarten.  Screening is conducted in a playful 
environment, and provides information on your child’s speech and language 
development, motor, social and early academic skills.

The screening will take place at the Mary Hogan Elementary School, 201 
Mary Hogan Drive, in Middlebury and will happen on April 7, 14, and 21, 2023.

For more information or to schedule an appointment, please call Deb Martin 
at 802-382-1761.

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
BOARD AND COMMISSION VACANCIES

Each year at this time the Town of Middlebury Select Board makes its annual 
appointments to volunteer positions required by State Statute, and local and 
regional boards and commissions.  If you are interested in any of the following 
positions, please submit an Application for Appointment available on the Town’s 
website www.townofmiddlebury.org under Government/Boards-Committees-
Commissions-Task Forces, or by contacting Beth Dow at bdow@townofmiddlebury.
org.  Please submit Applications for Appointment to the Manager’s Office, 77 
Main Street, Middlebury, or e-mail to bdow@townofmiddlebury.org, by Monday, 
April 3, 2023.  If you would like to find out more about any of these positions, 
please contact us at 388-8100, Ext 202.
( ) indicates number of positions open
Four Year Term
Conservation Commission (2)
Three Year Terms
Planning Commission (3)
Design Advisory Committee (2)
Development Review Board (2) 
Downtown Improvement District Committee (2)
Energy Committee (2)
Infrastructure Committee (2)
Parks and Recreation Committee (2)
One Year Term
Addison County Regional Planning Commission Delegate (3)
Addison County Regional Planning Commission Alternate (2)
Addison County Regional Planning Commission Transportation Advisory 

Committee Delegate (1)
Addison County Regional Planning Commission Transportation Advisory 

Committee Alternate (1)
Fence Viewer (3)
Maple Broadband Communications District Delegate (1)
Maple Broadband Communications District Delegate Alternate (1)
Sports Commission (3)
Town Agent (1)
Town Grand Juror (1)
Town Service Officer (1)
Tree Warden (1)

VERMONT RAIL SYSTEM
Vermont Railway  •  Green Mountain Railroad

Clarendon & Pittsford Railroad
 Washington County Railroad & WACR Conn River Division

Weed Control Program Newspaper Advertisement
The Vermont Rail System has applied to the Secretary of Agriculture for a permit 
to apply herbicides to its tracks for control of weed growth in the ballast.
• Vermont Railway operates between Bennington and Burlington.
(In the towns of Burlington, S. Burlington, Shelburne, Charlotte, Ferrisburgh, 
Vergennes, New Haven, Middlebury, Salisbury,  Leicester, Brandon, Pittsford, 
Rutland Town, Rutland City, Clarendon, Wallingford, Danby, Mt. Tabor, Dorset,  
Manchester, Sunderland, Arlington, Shaftsbury, Bennington )
• Green Mountain Railroad operates between Bellows Falls and Rutland City.
(In the towns of Rockingham/Bellows Falls, Chester, Cavendish, Ludlow, Mt. 
Holly, East Wallingford, Shrewsbury, Rutland Town, Rutland City)
• Clarendon & Pittsford Railroad operates between Rutland and Whitehall NY, 
and Pittsford Town. (In the towns of Pittsford, Rutland Town, West Rutland, Ira. 
Castleton, Fair Haven)
• Washington County Railroad operates between Montpelier and Barre.
(In the towns of Montpelier, Barre City, Barre Town, S. Barre, Berlin)
• WACR Conn River Division operates between White River Junction to Newport 
Vermont.
(In the towns of White River, Hartford, Wilder, Norwich, Thetford, Fairlee, Bradford, 
Newbury, Wells River, Newport, Coventry, Orleans, Barton, Sutton, West Burke, 
Lyndonville, St. Johnsbury, Passumpsic, Barnet, Ryegate.)

The tracks in these locations will be treated utilizing “hi-rail” equipped trucks 
with nozzles aimed downward from fixed booms 18 inches above the rails which 
spray the roadbed beneath the tracks. Beginning on or near May 1st, 2023, our 
applicator will be using a mix of Aquaneat or Roundup Custom (Glyphosate) or 
Diquat SPC 2L, Semeraor Payload  (Flumioxazin) Milestone (Aminopyralid), Oust 
XP Or Oust XP (Metsulfuron, Sulfometuron Methyl ) or Polaris AC Complete with 
an anti-drift additive for control of weeds and grass. Beginning on or about July 
1ST,2022 areas close to streams and standing water which were not sprayed 
on the first application, will be spot treated with Aquaneat or Roundup Custom 
(Glyphosate) with an anti-drift additive. 

Residents abutting Vermont Rail System right-of-way should protect private 
water supplies or other sensitive areas.  It is the responsibility of the resident 
to notify us of the existence of a private water supply located near our property.

• Notification from residents along the Vermont Railway, Clarendon & Pittsford 
Railroad, Green Mountain Railroad, Washington County Conn River Division and 
the Washington County Railroad Barre to Montpelier, should be made before April 
26th, 2023 to: Rick .T. Boucher, Chief Engineer M.O.W.  •  Vermont Railway, Inc.   
•  118 Post Street Rutland, VT 05701, or by telephone at (802) 775-4356, Monday 
through Friday between 7:30 am and 4:30 pm.

• Questions or comments should be addressed to:  Vermont Department of 
Agriculture  • 116 State Street  •  Montpelier, VT 05602-2901, or by telephone at 
(802) 828-2431.

Tuesday 12:30pm to 4:30pm

APPOINTMENTS REQUIRED.

802-388-1966
addisoncountyclerk@gmail.com

Addison County Courthouse
The Addison County Clerk
located in Frank Mahady
Courthouse is available

to accept passport applications
and provide  passport photos.

REGULAR HOURS
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday

9am to 1pm

Full Passport Service

     Public Notices Index
Public Notices for the  following can be found in this  
ADDISON INDEPENDENT  on Pages 11B and 12B.

ADDY INDY
WEBSITE

addisonindependent.com

Addison Central School 
District (1)

Addison County Courthouse 
(1)

Bridport (1)
Ferrisburgh (1)
Leicester (1)

Middlebury (4)

Monkton (2)
Orwell (1)

Otter Creek Watershed 
Insect Control District (2)
Vermont Rail System (1)

Waltham (1)
Whiting (1)
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DRY, WINTER/SUMMER 
STORAGE SPACE in Ad-
dison. Available storage 
space in my barn for sum-
mer/winter storage. The 
barn is structurally sound 
and weather-tight with 
electricity. No heat or run-
ning water. The barn is also 
available for lease. The en-
trance door measurements 
are 8’ wide by 7’ high. For 
more info: 802-363-3403 
or rochon_m@yahoo.com.

MIDDLEBURY BRIAR-
WOOD APARTMENTS 
is currently taking wait-
list applications for 2- br 
apartments. No smoking/
No pets. Income limits 
apply- rent based on in-
come- 2 person minimum 
occupancy.  Equal Housing 
Opportunity. Handicapped 
accessible.  802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com.

MIDDLEBURY, 1 BED-
ROOM, downtown apart-
ment; includes trash and 
snow removal, parking. No 
pets, no smoking. 802-388-
7525.

MIDDLEBURY, OFF CAM-
PUS HOUSING available. 
802-388-4831, AJ Neri 
Property Rentals.

VERGENNES VALLEY 
VIEW APARTMENTS is 
currently taking wait list ap-
plications.  Occupants must 
be 62+ years of age.  No 
smoking/ No pets. Income 
limits apply - Rent based 
on income. Equal Housing 
Opportunity.  802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com.

Animals
RED AND BLUE HEELER 
puppies for sale; had all 
shots. $600. each. Will take 
trades. 518-569-0957.

Att. Farmers
HORSE BLANKET WASH 
and repair.  Accepting non-
leather (for now) horsewear 
of all kinds for cleaning and 
repairing at my Weybridge 
location.  Call or text Sue 
Miller at 802-377-5945 or 
email svdwmiller@icloud.
com with “horse” in the 
subject line for more in-
formation.

SMALL SQUARE BALES, 
$3.50. Call 802-377-5455.

WHITNEY’S CUSTOM 
FARM WORK Pond agi-
tating, liquid manure haul-
ing, drag line aerating. Call 
for price. 462-2755, John 
Whitney.

Wanted

Town of Monkton
Treasurer /

Assistant Treasurer
The Town of Monkton is looking 

for a part time Treasurer or Assistant 
Treasurer.  Experience with NEMRC and 
Municipal Accounting principles required.  
Compensation and hours of work are 
negotiable depending on interest and 
experience. Candidates should send a 
letter of interest to the Selectboard at 
Selectboard@monktonvt.com, speak to 
any member of the Selectboard, or call 
802-452-3800.  Candidates do not need to 
be Monkton residents.  Applications accepted 
until April 11, 2023.

OLD & Used
guns wanted

P: 802-775-2859
C: 802-236-7213

Rifles, 
Hand 
guns, 

Shot guns
Top prices paid.

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent

This appointed position is responsible for overseeing 
all the areas of municipal record keeping, issuance of 
licenses and official documents, and conducting local, 
state and federal elections.  It also includes customer 
service, office management and collection of taxes.  

This position includes:
• 24-32 hours per week (periodically more)
• Salary range: $20-25 per hour depending on 
  experience and skill level
• Single Health Insurance Gold Plan
• Retirement Plan through Vermont Municipal 
  Retirement System
• Combined time off 

A job description and application can be obtained on 
the Town’s website at: www.shorehamvt.org.

Send introductory letter, resume and application to: 
shorehamtown@shoreham.net

EOE Town of Shoreham 

 TOWN CLERK

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHANIC

Full-time position with benefits.
Gas and diesel engine
experience required.

 Call (802) 482-2335 for more 
information or send resume to:

Hinesburg Sand & Gravel, Co., Inc., 
14818 Route 116, Hinesburg, VT 05461

ALL ADDISON COUNTY LOCATIONS 
CURRENTLY HIRING!

For openings and to apply, visit 
Maplefields.com

Looking for work in your hometown? 
We offer medical, dental, paid vacation, 

personal time, sick time and 401K for
full time positions.

Let us help you sift through 
the complexities of the Fair 
Housing Law. Stay legal. 
Stay on the right side of the 
nation’s Fair Housing Law. 

Call the Addison 
Independent at (802) 

388-4944. 
Talk to our sales 

professionals.

It’s against the law 
to  discriminate

when advertising 
housing

Its easier to break the law 
than you might think. You 
can’t say “no children” or 
“adults only.”

There’s a lot you can’t say. 
The Federal Government 
is watching for such 
discrimination.

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

Help Wanted 
ads can be 

found on Page 
9B, 10B & 11B.

SLATE VALLEY 
UNIFIED UNION

SCHOOL DISTRICT
2023-2024 Anticipated vacancy

SPEECH LANGUAGE 
PATHOLOGIST

Anticipated Speech Language Pathologist 
(SLP-CCC/Educational Speech Language 
Pathologist) needed to support Fair Haven 
Union Middle and High School students 

with identified needs.  Diverse caseload and 
ability to work with students across a variety 

of school environments in grades 7-12.  
Excellent communication and collaboration 

skills required.  Appropriate professional 
license required. For more information, 
please contact Kris Benway, Director of 

Special Services at 802-265-4905 ext. 2551
or kbenway@svuvt.org

Apply at: https://slatevalley.tedk12.com/
hire/index.aspx

Position will remain open until filled. EOE

Help Wanted For Rent For Rent

Help WantedHelp Wanted

For Rent

ATTENTION FARMERS!!!
ANNUAL SPRING DAIRY/FEEDER 

CONSIGNMENT SALE

12 NOON SHARP 
EXPECTING 200 HEAD!! 

 SPRINGING, BRED, & OPEN HEIFERS!!
ACCEPTING QUALITY CONSIGNMENTS NOW!!!

* FOLLOWING DAIRY *
ALSO CONSIGNING BEEF FEEDERS
ANGUS-HEREFORD & BF CROSSES

ALL BF BREEDS WELCOME!!

DON’T MISS THIS ANNUAL SPRING SALE
ALL QUALITY CONSIGNMENTS WELCOME

**CASH IN ON YOUR OVERSTOCK**

A MUST SALE TO ATTEND!!!
 For More Info Call 802-388-2661 (ACCS)

Sale Manager: T.G. Wisnowski & Sons- 802-989-1507
Auctioneer – John Nop

www.accscattle.com
*Annual Machinery Sale Will Be Held
Saturday, May 6th 10am  @ ACCS!!*

WHEN: WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5TH
AT ADDISON COUNTY COMMISSION SALES BARNS

RT. 125, EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT

TOWN OF FERRISBURGH
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
APRIL 5TH, 2023

 A public hearing before the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Town of 
Ferrisburgh will be held at the Town Clerk’s Office on Wednesday, April 5th, 
2023, to consider the following:
7:00 PM  Call to order and approval of minutes from the March 1st meeting.  

1. Application No. 23-011 (J Brownell) Contractors Yard; property ID#: 15-
01-64; Lot 1, Tuppers Crossing; Industrial (IND-2) district; conditional 
use Continued

2. Application No. 23-012 (R. Donovan) Short Term Rental; property ID#: 
18/20/53;718 Old Hollow Road; North Ferrisburgh Village (NVFVD) 
district; conditional use Continued

3. Application 22-019 Conditional Use; Tier 2-6 Cannabis Cultivation; 
property ID# 05/01/44.3 applicant(s): Ben Waterman; 42 Dirt Drive; 
Rural Agricultural (RA-5) District; 

4. Application 22-022 Conditional Use; Commercial Grain Center w/
distillery, tasting room, restaurant; property ID#15/01/22.4 applicant(s): 
Champlain Valley Grain Center c/o Todd Hardie; US-7 & RT22a, east of 
Park ‘n’ Ride; Industrial (IND-2) District;

 5. Application 22-023 Conditional Use; Commercial Bakery w/ one (1) 
accessory dwelling unit (ADU): property ID#15/01/22.4; applicant(s): 
Douglas Sweet c/o Deborah Townsend; US-7 & RT22a, east of Park ‘n’ 
Ride; Industrial (IND-2) District;

 6. Application 22-024 Conditional Use; Expand storage capacity at 
existing facility: property ID#18/20/71; applicant(s): Mark Franceschetti; 
Highway Mixed Use (HMU-2) District;

 The above files are available for inspection at the Town Clerk’s Office.  Persons 
wishing to appear and be heard may do so in person or be represented by an 
agent or an attorney.  Communications about the above hearings may also be 
filed in writing with the Board or the Zoning Administrator.

TOWN OF LEICESTER
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

 The Leicester Development Review Board will hold a public hearing on 
Tuesday, April 11, 2023, at the Leicester Town Office at 6:00 p.m. to consider 
the following applications:

 (07-23-DRB) Linda Brogan, 1512 Hooker Road for the conversion of 
seasonal dwelling to year round dwelling,  Section 2.4.3 C of the Leicester 
Unified Regulations.  Parcel ID #202051, 1512 Hooker Road Leicester, Lake 1 
District, submitted by Linda Brogan.

 (08-23-DRB) Cory and Tammi Lumbra, 108 North End Point for 26’ x 32’ 2 car 
garage (setback waiver).  Section 2.4.3(e) of the Leicester Unified Regulations.  
Parcel ID #212146, 108 North End Point, Lake District 2, submitted by Cory and 
Tammi Lumbra.

 Applications are available for inspection at the Town Clerk’s Office, 44 
Schoolhouse Rd., Leicester, VT during regularly scheduled hours.

 Participation in this proceeding is a prerequisite to the right to take any 
subsequent appeal. 
 Jeff McDonough
 DRB Chairman
 03/16/23

MARKET REPORT
ADDISON COUNTY

COMMISSION SALES
RT. 125 • EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT

We value our faithful customers.
Sales at 3 pm - Mon. & Thurs.

call 1-802-388-2661

Sales for 3/16/23 & 3/20/23
  COST
BEEF LBS. /LB $

  COST
CALVES LBS. /LB $
Barnes Bros  97 3.30 $320.10
Savello Farm  92 3.10 $285.00
J. Allen 100 3.00 $300.00
Champlainside 95 3.00 $285.00
H. Sunderland  98 2.50 $245.00

Total Beef - 160   Total Calves - 306

Correia Family LTD 1405 1.055 $1482.28
Gosliga Farm 1680 1.05 $1764.00
P. Livingston 1810 1.04 $1882.40
Blue Spruce Farm 1630 1.11 $1809.30
Vorsteveld Farm 1720 1.02 $1754.40
Savello Farm 1760   .97 $1707.20
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TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
INVITATION TO BID

Bid Number # 20230310-1
Bids for a Zero-Turn Electric Mower will be received at the office of the Town 

Manager, 77 Main Street, Middlebury, VT 05753 until 3:00 PM, April 3, 2023.
The Town of Middlebury, VT reserves the right to waive any 

informalities, reject any and all bids, or to accept any bid deemed 
to be in the best interest of the Town.

Information for Bidders, Specifications and Bid Forms may be obtained by 
contacting the Department of Public Works at 1020 Route 7 South by phone 
at (802) 388-4045, via email at pkirby@townofmiddlebury.org, or on the Town’s 
webpage at www.townofmiddlebury.org.

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
BID NUMBER # 20230315-1

MARCH 2023
INVITATION TO BID

Sealed competitive bids for 2023-2024 Lawn Mowing Seasons in the Town 
of Middlebury will be received at the office of the Town Manager, 77 Main 
Street, Middlebury, VT 05753 until 3:00 PM, March 31, 2023.

The Town of Middlebury, VT reserves the right to waive any in-
formalities, reject any and all bids, or to accept any bid deemed 
to be in the best interest of the Town. Preference will be given to 
contractors utilizing electric mowers.

Information for Bidders, Specifications and Bid Forms may be obtained 
free of charge at the Municipal Building at 77 Main Street, the Department 
of Public Works at 1020 Route 7 South or on the Town’s webpage at www.
townofmiddlebury.org. Questions may be addressed to Patti Kirby via email 
at pkirby@townofmiddlebury.org or by phone at (802) 388-4045.

PUBLIC NOTICE OF INTENT
TO APPLY MOSQUITO LARVICIDES

On or after April 15th, 2022 the Otter Creek Watershed (OCW, formerly known 
as the BLSG) Insect Control District will be applying ground and possibly aerial 
treatments of mosquito larvicides on surface waters in the towns of Brandon, 
Leicester, Salisbury, Goshen, Pittsford, and Proctor to control mosquito larva 
populations.  Those treatments will use Bacillus thuringiensis israelensis (BTi), 
Bacillus Sphaericus (BS), and Spinosad, which are bacterial larvicides.  Ground 
applications of Cocobear (mineral oil) and Methoprene may also be used in 
selected wet areas to target mosquito pupae and prevent adult emergence.

Exclusion requests need to be renewed annually.  Please send a written 
request to the address or email address below.

Further information about larviciding activities in the OCW Insect Control 
District or about exclusion requests can be obtained from:

Otter Creek Watershed Insect Control District 
P.O. Box 188. Brandon, VT 05733 

(802) 247-6779   |   ocwicd@gmail.com   |   https://ocwicd.com
The Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets oversees the 

permitting of mosquito larviciding activities and can be reached at (802) 828-
1319.  More information is available at: http://agriculture.vermont.gov/plant_
pest/mosquitoes_ticks/mosquitoes

PUBLIC NOTICE OF INTENT
TO APPLY MOSQUITO ADULTICIDES

On or after May 1st, 2022 the Otter Creek Watershed (OCW, formerly known as 
the BLSG) Insect Control District may be making ground applications of mosquito 
adulticides along the public and private roads in the towns of Brandon, Leicester, 
Salisbury, Goshen, Pittsford, and Proctor to control adult mosquito populations.  
Applications of Deltamethrin, Etofenprox, Malathion, or synthetic pyrethroid 
insecticides will be made with ultra-low volume truck-mounted sprayers.  Spray 
routes can be viewed at: https://ocwicd.com/route-maps.  At least six hours in 
advance of spraying, specific route information will be posted to https://ocwicd.
com/public-notice.

If you wish to opt out and not have the road(s) abutting your property sprayed, 
please send a written request to the OCW.  If you submitted a No Spray Zone 
request for your property last year, an email to the OCW containing your 911 
address and requesting No Spray Zone status again this year will suffice.  If you 
did not submit a No Spray Zone request last year, please send a letter listing the 
name(s) of the property owner(s), his/her/their contact telephone numbers, the 
911 address of the property, and a property map which clearly shows the property 
boundaries along the public right of way.  Property maps can be obtained from 
Town Clerks or online at https://maps.vcgi.vermont.gov/ParcelViewer.  Upon 
receipt of your request a District employee will contact you and then will mark 
your property as a No Spray Zone.  Opt out requests must be renewed annually.

The OCW call center phone number is (802) 247-6779; the call center will take 
requests for treatment during the season.

Further information or comments about adulticiding activities in the OCW 
Insect Control District and/or about No Spray Zone requests can be obtained 
from:

Otter Creek Watershed Insect Control District 
P.O. Box 188. Brandon, VT 05733 

(802) 247-6779   |   ocwicd@gmail.com   |   https://ocwicd.com
Additional information is available at https://www.epa.gov/mosiquitocontrol

WRIGHT MEMORIAL 
LIBRARY BOARD

REQUEST FOR BIDS
Wright Memorial Library Board 

is soliciting proposals for painting 
of the Orwell, VT library building’s 
exterior by qualified painters. Project 
includes scraping and caulking 
where required. For complete 
details, interested parties may call 
802-948-2054. 

Bids may be submitted to: Wright 
Memorial Library Board, PO Box 
25, Orwell, VT 05760. Submission 
deadline is April 15, 2023.

TOWN OF BRIDPORT
PUBLIC NOTICE

Residents and non-resident 
property owners of the Town of 
Bridport are hereby warned to 
appear at the Bridport Town Office 
at 7pm on April 11, 2023 to hear the 
application of Robert Myrick Family 
Trust. This official major subdivision 
hearing follows a required 
preliminary subdivision hearing held 
in 2022. The applicant proposes to 
subdivide parcel 07-061A located at 
1723 Middle Road, Bridport, VT.

MONKTON — Coming up at 
the Russell Memorial Library:

Friday, March 24: No school? 
No problem! Stop into the library 
between 10-12 to make a book or 
two with your child. This workshop 
is best suited for kids between 5-18 
years old and adults too.

Saturday, April 8, at 11 a.m. the 
library will host a talk with Jane 
Lindholm and her partner Melody 
Bodette, of the “But Why?” 
podcast. We have some free copies 
of the companion activity book for 
the podcast, and we’ll offer copies 

of the two books written by Jane 
and Melody for sale on the day of 
the event.

Beginning in May, the library 
will host story hour each second 
and fourth Saturday of the month 
from 10-11 am. All are welcome to 
join the fun for stories, songs, and 
a simple craft.

May 19th: (6-8:30 p.m.) and May 
20th (9-11:30 a.m.) are the dates 
for the Felted Picture Workshop 
with Sharron Bigelow. Stay tuned 
for more details.

     Public Notices  can be found in this
ADDISON INDEPENDENT  on Pages 11B and 12B.

BRISTOL — Between Feb. 
19 and March 11 Bristol police 
completed 48 foot patrols and one 
car patrol, conducted six traffic 
stops, and checked the security 
at Mount Abraham Union High 
School 16 times, at Bristol 
Elementary School 14 times and 
at local businesses 17 times. 

Police also processed 32 
fingerprint requests, helped an 
individual get into a locked 
vehicle, conducted a welfare 
check, responded to a false alarm 
that was triggered by an employee 
error, and returned one loose dog 
to its owner. 

In other recent activity, Bristol 
police: 

• On Feb. 19 helped someone 
on Lower Notch Road contact the 
appropriate agency regarding a 
civil issue. 

• On Feb. 22 responded to a 
report of two individuals passed 
out in their vehicle in the Shaw’s 
parking lot. The vehicle was gone 
when police arrived. 

• On Feb. 23 responded to 
the Bristol Fire Station for the 
report of a suspicious vehicle in 
the parking lot. The owner was 
located, and the vehicle was 
moved. 

• On Feb. 23 responded to a 
noise disturbance on South Street 
and determined residents were 
practicing Brazilian jiu jitsu. 

• On Feb. 24 assisted the 
Department of Public Works 
in removing a vehicle that was 
parked on Main Street and 
interfering with snow removal. 

Because officials reach the owner 
the vehicle was towed. 

• On Feb. 24 helped a motorist 
with a dead battery on Prince 
Lane. 

• On Feb. 26 received a late 
report of a motor vehicle crash 
that had occurred on Main Street. 

• On Feb. 27 helped an 
individual obtain medical 
assistance on Stony Hill Road. 

• On Feb. 27 received a report of 
a car that had been hit on School 
Street. The person involved had 
left their contact information and 
no police action was required. 

• On Feb. 28 assisted an 
investigator from the Department 
of Homeland Security at the 
Bristol Police Department. 

• On March 1 assisted a 
business on West Street with a 
parking concern. 

• On March 2 assisted Mount 
Abe with a truancy concern. 

• On March 2 helped Vermont 
State Police find a vehicle that 
was reportedly being operated 
erratically on Burpee Road. 

• On March 5 assisted an 
individual with obtaining a notice 
against trespass on South Street. 

• On March 6 issued parking 
warnings on Pleasant Street. 

• On March 7 issued diversion 
paperwork to a juvenile who was 
in possession of marijuana on 
Airport Drive. 

• On March 8 received a report 
of a theft on Prince Lane. An 
investigation is ongoing. 

• On March 9 received a 
report of an individual receiving 

unwanted messages through 
social media on Airport Drive. 
An investigation is ongoing. 

• On March 9 responded to 
Pumphouse Road for an animal 
problem. 

• On March 11 received a 
complaint of a theft on Main 
Street. An investigation is 
ongoing. 

Police LogBristol

NEWS

Monkton Have a news tip?
Call Liz Pecor

at 453-2180

Winter moon
JEANNETTE ARMELL OF Vergennes captured this image of what the Western Abenaki may have called the “Moose Hunter Moon” 

rising above the Green Mountains in Starksboro back on March 6. Two and a half weeks on, we have already seen the dark skies of a 
new moon and should see a small crescent tonight, March 23.

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
BID NUMBER # 20230315-1

MARCH 2023
INVITATION TO BID

Sealed competitive bids for 2023-2024 Tree Pruning and Maintenance in the 
Town of Middlebury will be received at the office of the Department of Public 
Works, 1020 Route 7 South, Middlebury, VT 05753 until 3:00 PM, April 6, 2023.

The Town of Middlebury, VT reserves the right to waive any 
informalities, reject any and all bids, or to accept any bid deemed 
to be in the best interest of the Town.

Information for Bidders, Specifications and Bid Forms may be obtained 
free of charge at the Municipal Building at 77 Main Street, the Department 
of Public Works at 1020 Route 7 South or on the Town’s webpage at www.
townofmiddlebury.org. Questions may be addressed to Patti Kirby via email at 
pkirby@townofmiddlebury.org or by phone at (802) 388-4045.

TOWN OF MONKTON, VERMONT
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

LOCAL HAZARD MITIGATION PLANNING SERVICES
The Town of Monkton, Vermont, is seeking the services of a qualified consultant 
to create a new Local Hazard Mitigation Plan for the Town. This work is funded 
by a Hazard Mitigation Assistance grant from FEMA. Proposals will be received 
by the Town at the Monkton Town Office, 92 Monkton Ridge, North Ferrisburgh, 
VT 05473 until 2:00 pm Friday April, 7, 2023.
The detailed Request for Proposals is available at the Monkton Town Office, 
92 Monkton Ridge, North Ferrisburgh, VT 05473 or by contacting Stan Wilbur, 
Town Administrator at townadministrator@monktonvt.com.

TOWN OF MONKTON
APPOINTMENTS TO VARIOUS COMMITTEES

Shortly after Town Meeting the Monkton Selectboard begins the process of 
making appointments to various committees that perform the bulk of the Town’s 
business.  Many of these committees are actively recruiting new members and 
the work they do is vital to the Town of Monkton.  This year the following positions 
will be appointed (‘*’ indicate one or more open positions).

Treasurer
Assistant Treasurer
Town Administrator
Delinquent Tax Collector
Zoning Administrator
Town Constable (Monkton Resident) *
Lister (Monkton Resident) *
Development Review Board (2 positions)
Recreation Committee (3 positions) *
911 Coordinator
Emergency Management Coordinator *
Conservation Commission (4 positions, Monkton Resident) *
Delegates to Addison County Solid Waste Management District (2 positions)
Energy Committee (3 positions) *
Agricultural and Natural Areas Committee (4 positions) *
Recycling Coordinator
Tree Warden
Animal Control Officer
Green Up Coordinator
Web Master
Town Forest Committee *
Maple Broadband Representative
If you are interested in serving in any of these positions, please send an email 

to Selectboard@monktonvt.com, attend a Selectboard meeting, or reach out to 
any member of the Selectboard.  Except where indicated, you do not have to be 
a resident of Monkton to apply.

TOWN OF WALTHAM
NOTICE OF HEARING FOR SUBDIVISION PERMIT

Application:# 23-02: Preliminary Plat Application submitted by 
Stephen Delphia for a 7-lot PUD subdivision located on Hidden 
Meadows Lane, Property ID 0000052029.

Application:# 22-012: Final Plat Application submitted by Tim and 
Sandra Taylor for a 3-lot subdivision located off Route 7, Property 
ID 0000012037.

The Town of Waltham Development Review Board will hold a public hearing on 
each of these applications on Monday, April 17th, 2023 at 5:30 pm at the Waltham 
Town Hall, 2053 Maple Street Extension, Waltham, Vt. A copy of the applications 
and additional information may be obtained at: Waltham Town Offices during 
regular business hours of 9:00 am to 3:00 pm Tuesdays and Thursdays.

Pursuant to 24 V.S.A. §§ 4464(a)(l)(C) and 4471(a), participation in this 
local proceeding is a prerequisite to the right to take any subsequent appeal.
 Dated at Waltham.Vermont this 20th day of March, 2023.
 Kenneth Wheeling
 Zoning Administrator
 Town of Waltham, Vermont

STATE OF VERMONT
SUPERIOR COURT

ADDISON UNIT 
PROBATE DIVISION

DOCKET NO.: 23-PR-00881
IN RE ESTATE OF: 
VERNA THOMSEN

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
To the Creditors of Verna Thomsen, 
late of Whiting, Vermont. I have been 
appointed to administer this estate. 
All creditors having claims against 
the decedent, or the estate must 
present their claims in writing within 
(4) months of the first publication 
of this notice. The claim must be 
presented to me at the address listed 
below with a copy sent to the court. 
The claim may be barred forever if 
it is not presented within the four (4) 
month period.
Dated: 03/09/23

Executor/Administrator:
Paul Elmore

PO Box 982, Middlebury, VT 05753
802-272-2588

vernarthomsen@gmail.com
Publication: Addison Independent
Publication Date: 03/23/23
Address of Probate Court:
Addison Unit, Probate Court
7 Mahady Court
Middlebury, VT 05753

TOWN OF WHITING – NOTICE OF TAX SALE
The resident and nonresident owners, lien holders and mortgages of lands in 

the Town of Whiting in the County of Addison are hereby notified that the taxes 
assessed by such town for the year 2022 remain either in whole or part, unpaid 
on the following described lands in such town, to wit:

DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTIES TO BE SOLD:
Property no. 1:
4.13 acres on the West side of VT Route 30 Parcel #004.032 Andrew Balfe, 
Book 35, pages 493-495.

Pursuant to 32 VSA  5254, so much of such property will be sold at public 
action in the Town of Whiting office, a public place located at 29 South Main 
Street, Whiting, VT  on the 8th day of May 2023 at 3:00 PM, as shall be requisite 
to discharge such taxes with cost unless previously paid.

Dated at Whiting, Vermont the 15th day of March 2023.
Rani Fallon
Collector of Delinquent Taxes

For breaking
news & updates

wherever you are!
@addisonindependent

Email your Public Notices to legals@addisonindependent.com
and Jenna makes sure it gets in the paper
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Doug Anderson and Lisa Mitchell get ready to celebrate the 15th anniversary of Town Hall 
Theater with the public on March 30.   INDEPENDENT PHOTO / STEVE JAMES

Pictured top is the groundbreaking event in 2007 with Ron Liebowitz, Mac 
McLaughlin, Barbara Maloney, Gov. Jim Douglas, Douglas Anderson, Dutton Smith 
and Ashar Nelson. Pictured above is a scene from “The Music Man” — the first big 
musical after the building re-opened in 2008. PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED

ifteen years ago, Middlebury’s Town 
Hall Theater re-opened after a long 
community effort to restore the historic 
landmark. Since then, it has been a 
Vermont success story, hosting 2,500 
events and attracting half a million 
guests. Wow!

To celebrate this important milestone, 
THT is throwing a well-deserved party, 
and it promises to be an exceptional 
evening. New York’s celebrated Jazz at 

Lincoln Center will be on hand for a one-of-a-
kind performance they call “Songs We Love” — 
jazz classics from the 1920s to the early 1950s. 
It’s a journey of blues, swing and surprise, from 
the sound of Ma Rainey and the extraordinary 
storytelling of Billie Holiday and Ella Fitzgerald 
to the easy swing of Frank Sinatra and the 
dramatic flair of Judy Garland. 

THT Founder and Artistic Director Douglas 

Anderson will share a heart-warming  
retrospective of the past 15 years, and Executive 
Director Lisa Mitchell will provide a sneak peek 
of THT’s exciting future. Plus, after the program, 
everyone is invited to the Middlebury Inn for 
a slice of birthday cake, and to have a casual 
drink with the Lincoln Center musicians.

THT has lots to celebrate. The nonprofit is home 
to a dozen resident companies, including the 
Middlebury New Filmmakers Festival, Opera 
Company of Middlebury, Middlebury Acting 
Company, the Champlain Philharmonic, and 
the Middlebury College Winter Term Musical. 
THT’s education program attracts hundreds 
annually and reaches into 12 schools across 
three districts serving 800 kids. A new outdoor 
season produced 60 shows across Addison and 
Chittenden counties — many of them free. 

“The key to our success is a bedrock idea 
we’ve had from the very beginning,” Anderson 

said. “We knew that this would be much more 
than a theater. We host plays and concerts, of 
course, but also celebrations and meetings and 
fundraisers for other organizations and a lot 
more. It’s a big room for just about anything the 
community wants to do.”

“We’re also very proud of our role as an 
economic driver in Addison County,” Mitchell 
added. “There is a positive economic ripple 
effect to restaurants, retail and hotels when we 
put on a show. Our future plans will multiply 
our current impact, bringing new energy and 
audiences that benefit our region.” 

THT’s Fifteenth Birthday Party kicks off at 7 p.m., 
on Thursday, March 30. Tickets are $60 and 
can be purchased at townhalltheater.org or by 
calling 802-382-9222. 

SEE PAGE 2-3 FOR SPECIAL Q&AS WITH  
DOUG ANDERSON AND LISA MITCHELL.

Fabulous, fun and flourishing at 15!

ELSIE LYNN PARINI 
CONTRIBUTED  
TO THIS REPORT.
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Q&A with Doug AnDerson
Take us back to the very beginning. What are 
your first memories of the start of Town Hall 
Theater?
It almost didn’t happen. Dutton Smith Sr. took 
me to see the old Knights of Columbus Hall, as 
it was for sale and there was some thought that 
it could become the home of the Middlebury 
Community Players. I almost didn’t go. But I 
showed up that day, and as the interior was 
configured it made no sense as a theater. 
People will remember the low ceiling and 
how the kitchen and bar carved the space into 
smaller rooms. 

“This won’t do,” I said, but before we left I asked 
what was up above the dropped ceiling. I like 
old buildings and was curious to see what was 
up there. So we scrambled up some steps, and 
to my astonishment it was still 1884 up there. 

I found myself standing on what was clearly a 
balcony, and across the room in the dim light 
was just the top of a proscenium arch, which 
is the frame around a stage. I had a kind of 
religious experience. “This was a theater,” I said. 
And then I uttered the three words that would 
change my life: “We’ll take it.” There was no “we,” 
no organization, and I didn’t have a dime in my 
pocket. But that was our humble beginning.

I thought the renovation 
would take two years and 
perhaps $1 million, but it 
took 10 years and $5 million 
to make the place safe and 
attractive and up to code. 
We encountered problem 
after problem. The entire 
slate roof needed replacing, 
the brick walls were tilting, 
even the foundation was 
starting to fail. But the 
community stuck with us, and we opened with 
great fanfare in 2008.

What are three of your most fond memories in 
THT in the past 15 years?
1) The first major performance in the building, 
the musical “Chicago.” It felt like a huge risk. 
Would people come downtown to see this kind 
of thing? But the entire run was a sell-out and 
the audience was on its feet at the end, ecstatic. 
After that first night we were hugging each other 
with excitement. Suddenly, anything seemed 
possible. 

2) The day we put the Great Bell of Middlebury 
back into our bell tower. When the building was 
sold in the early ’60s the new owner removed 
it and sent it to Rutland to be melted down! 
Townspeople got in their cars to rescue it and 
managed to buy it back in the nick of time. The 
bell sat on the lawn of the Sheldon Museum 
for many years. When we restored the building 

the Sheldon, to its endless credit, determined 
that the proper place for the bell was back in 
its original location. The day we put it back in 
the tower was thrilling. Hundreds of people 
escorted the bell down Main Street. With Sen. 
Jim Jeffords looking on, a huge forklift raised 
the bell three stories and workers managed 
to squeeze it back into the tower. When it 
rang for the first time in decades, people wept 

openly. An important part of 
Middlebury history had been 
rescued.

3) Among the most exciting 
and moving experiences for 
those of us on the THT team 
is when we receive a legacy 
— that is, when we learn that 
someone has remembered 
us in their will. Surprisingly 
often, they come from 
people we hardly knew. You 

suddenly realize how much THT has meant to 
people in this area. It’s a great validation of all of 
the love and hard work we put into this place.

How do your initial hopes and dreams 
compare to the reality of what THT has 
become and done over the years?
We’re far more successful than I ever would 
have dreamed. We do about 160 events each 
year, and have played to over half a million 
people since we opened. We’re easily the 
busiest small-town theater in Vermont, and I 
suspect we’re the busiest small-town theater in 
the country.

What are your hopes for THT’s next 15 years?
Two things: With all of our success you’d think 
we’d be on easy street, but every year it’s a real 
struggle to balance the budget. Ticket sales and 
rentals don’t begin to cover the cost of running 
a place like this. So sustainability is constantly 
on our minds. What business model will give us 

the best chance to survive and thrive?

No doubt you’ve heard of our plan to expand. 
We’ve determined that our historic building 
is simply too small, that it doesn’t give us the 
spaces we need to grow our business. That 
expansion really is the key to the next 15 years 
at THT.

Editor’s Note: On March 14, Gov. Scott announced 
the first round of approved Community Recovery 
and Revitalization Program grants. Middlebury’s 
Town Hall Theater received the largest award 
amount for a non-municipal project, with 
the Agency of Commerce and Community 
Development allocating $500,000. The project 
will help fund the creation of a $6.5 million three-
story wing and public plaza — transforming 
the community theater into a regional arts and 
culture center. 

How has it felt passing the reins to Lisa 
Mitchell?
We fretted for years about what is called 
Founders Syndrome. What happens when a 
“charismatic founder” steps aside? (That’s the 
actual technical term, and of course I don’t 
mind it a bit.) I mean, I’m not the kid I used to 
be. Who will take up the reins and gain the trust 
and admiration of the community? Who has the 
many diverse skills needed to run a place like 
this? Who will not only sustain THT but take it to 
the next level? 

Well, the gods smiled on us. We did a national 
search, but we found Lisa Mitchell in our own 
backyard. She is absolutely astonishing. Lisa is 
taking this theater to places I never dreamed of, 
with confidence and a fine sense of how people 
of all ages can enjoy this resource. In fact, 
everyone on the THT team is now young and 
energetic and talented. So the good news, after 
15 years, is that Town Hall Theater is in very, very 
good hands.

“AnD then I uttereD 
the three worDs 
thAt wouLD 
ChAnge MY LIFe: 
‘WE’LL TAKE IT.’”
 — Doug Anderson

The first major production in THT was “Chicago,” pictured here over 
two decades ago is Cathy Walsh, in the newly demolished interior 
of the Knights of Columbus Hall.  PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
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Q&A with Lisa MitcheLL
Take us back to the beginning of your tenure. 
Why did you want to take on the executive 
director role at THT? What are some of your 
memories from those early days? 
Since 2014, I’ve had the honor of collaborating 
with Town Hall Theater to put on a wide 
variety of events ranging from interactive 
talks to live music to a local food festival. 
Doug Anderson enthusiastically green 
lit every out-of-the-box idea. Serving on 
THT’s board grew my understanding and 
appreciation of the nonprofit’s inspiring 
accomplishments and the challenges 
unique to arts organizations. I was drawn 
to the position of executive director at THT 
because of the people, the mission and the 
extraordinary potential of this dynamic place. 

I started in late February 2020. Weeks later, 
the theater closed due to COVID for 15 
months. I suggested a video series called “The 
Quarantine Sessions” — connecting artists with 
audiences at home. Doug and I quickly lined 
up an amazing array of artists for the video 
series, which attracted over 100,000 views. 
With only a skeleton crew, we put on outdoor 
events in the field behind Woodchuck Cider, 
at the Marble Works, the Clemmons Family 
Farm, and even did a show on a mobile stage. 
Creating connection in a time of isolation 
was the important work of that time. I also 
hunkered down and wrote grants to ensure 
our survival. Thanks to the amazing generosity 
and moral support of so many individuals and 
organizations, we weathered the storm and 
re-opened in the summer of 2021, arguably 
stronger than ever. 

What are some of your greatest 
accomplishments since you’ve been 
Executive Director at THT? 
Disruption is a powerful catalyst for innovation. 
I am proud of the more than 60 high-quality 
outdoor performances we have presented 
across Addison and Chittenden counties 
in the past two years. From live music and 
theater to comedy, this tradition will continue 
this summer and beyond. We are stretching 
beyond the walls of our historic hall and 
connecting with new audiences. 

Realizing our technological capabilities were 
lacking, we are thrilled to have received a 
substantial digital capacity grant. We recently 
installed a four-camera video system that 
enables us to live-stream and record our work. 
We are currently testing the breadth of all we 
can do with this new tool. It’s truly exciting! 

I am also proud of our incredible team — from 
new hires to longstanding members. They are 
each so talented, dedicated, and a joy to be 
around. With this group, I am confident that we 
can accomplish even our wildest dreams. 

What are some of your fondest memories in 
the theater? 
1) The first full house we had in the theater 
after re-opening inspired tears of joy. We all 
got into this business because of the thrill 
of live performance with a live audience. 
In general, that moment when the show is 
happening and the audience is dancing, 
laughing, responding is my bliss point. It’s the 
reward for all the work that goes into creating 
an experience. 

2) Trying new things that gain traction is lots of 
fun, such as:

Our world music series at Lincoln Peak 
Vineyard, Bread & Puppet at the Snow Bowl, 
the Medicine Show on a traveling stage, 
collaborations with our resident companies 
and Middlebury College’s Michole Biancosino. 

3) I’ve done some happy dances after winning 

grant awards that are essential to our financial 
health and ability to innovate.

4) Working with our board and staff to develop 
plans for the future is a wonderful strategic 
and creative challenge. 

5) This is a silly memory: Playing hide and 
seek with my family in the theater during the 
pandemic was a wonderful outlet — especially 
when we discovered “The Harry Potter closet.” 

What are your hopes for THT’s next 15 years? 
My goal is to continue to strengthen THT’s 
model, while increasing the array of arts, 
community engagement and education 
opportunities for our region. We have big 
expansion plans that we’ll be previewing at 
our 15th birthday party. These are designed 
with the community in mind — both in terms 
of expanding offerings and bringing greater 
activity and economic impact to Addison 
County. 

Is THT getting a birthday present?  
If so, what is it? 
We recently received word of a $500,000 
award from the state toward our expansion 
project — which is a tremendous investment 
and testament to the project — and frankly a 
pretty good birthday present. 

This is great news for the capital campaign 
— but there’s still a distance to go. We also 
rely on members to support our annual 
operating budget. At every level, member and 
volunteer support is crucial. We hope people 
will contribute in any way possible in honor of 
our 15th birthday — and as we transform from 
community theater to regional performing arts 
center. 

Anything else to add? 
It’s an honor to build on the incredible legacy 
that Founder and Artistic Director Doug 
Anderson, and so many others, have created 
in Town Hall Theater.

The “Got Your Brick?” program was an early and fun fund-raising success. For $100, THT would remove a brick 
from the great east windows. By the time they melted completely away, THT had raised $100,000 to restore the 
theater’s many windows.  PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED

“Newsies” a recent Young Company Musical, is an 
example of the youth educational programming THT 
is commited to continuing.  PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
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New group exhibit explores ‘Perennial 
Perspectives’ at Jackson Gallery

A Celebration of Trees, opening March 24

Jackson Gallery on the garden level of the 
Town Hall Theater in Middlebury, will open 
a new group exhibit on Monday, March 27. 
“Earth’s Materials: Perennial Perspectives 
in the Arts” represents diverse responses 
from artists working in a variety of media 
that reflect, respond and rejoice in the earth, 

our roots, and our 
relationships. 

An opening reception 
will be held on Friday, 
April 7, from 5-7 p.m., 
including a panel 
discussion from 6-7 p.m., 
that evening. The event 
is free and open to the 
public. The exhibit will 
be on view through April 
15.

“Earth’s Materials: 
Perennial Perspectives 
in the Arts” is a 

collaboration between New Perennials at 
Middlebury College and Town Hall Theater. 
New Perennials explores the restorative 
powers of perennial thoughts and actions in 
the context of five communities of practice: 
farming, education, wellness, sacred 

practice traditions and the arts. Art, in all its 
forms, offers one of the most enduring and 
expressive examples of those restorative 
powers. Together with our collaborators, we 
host and support art exhibits, conferences, 
lectures, workshops and performances; 
develop and teach courses and workshops 
on perenniality and diversity; and publish 
open-access books, pamphlets, and teaching 
and learning resources. To learn more visit 
newperennials.org.

The Jackson Gallery is open Monday-
Friday from 12-5 p.m., as well as during 
performances. For more info visit 
townhalltheater.org/jackson-gallery.

In collaboration with the Middlebury Tree 
Committee, “A Celebration of Trees” is the new 
exhibit on view beginning tomorrow, March 
24, at Sparrow Art Supply in Middlebury, next 
to the waterfall and down the stairs. This new 
exhibit is full of authentic, sentimental, and 
heartfelt appreciation for trees. With work by 
80 local artists across all mediums, there are 
trees for every season in this exhibition. Some 
pieces share their beauty, others embody the 
spirit of trees, and even more convey how 
trees can make one feel. The mission of “A 
Celebration of Trees” is to spread awareness 

about their importance in our everyday lives 
and ecosystem as a whole. There will be an 
educational display in the gallery as well, put 
together by the Middlebury Tree Committee. 

“A Celebration of Trees” will run from March 24-
May 13, with an opening reception on Friday, 
March 24, from 5-7 p.m., free and open to the 
public with complimentary light refreshments. 

For more information call 802-989-7225, 
email info@sparrowartsupply.com or visit 
sparrowartsupply.com.

ART O N  E X H I B I T

“Trust the Berries” by Kate Gridley.

“Untitled” by Joan Watson.

ParticiPating 
artists

Matt Burke, sculptor 

Paul Dahm, photographer

Cameron Davis, painter

Judy Dow, weaver

Janet Fredericks, painter

Kate Gridley, painter, photographer 

Gerald Hoffman, photographer 

Caleb Kenna, photographer

Nancy Winship Milliken, multimedia

Meghan Rigali, multimedia

Danielle Rougeau, painter

Joan Watson, clay

By Molly HawleyBy Grace LongmoreBy Douglas Mack
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SEE EXHIBITS ON PAGE 15

ARIES: March 21/April 20. Requests from friends, 
associates and family this week can have your 
nerves on end, Aries. You may have to escape 
the crowds to recharge. 
Plan a getaway.

TAURUS: April 21/May 
21. You are awesome at 
staying on track when 
you need to be, Taurus. 
That is what makes you 
a potentially ideal fitness 
guide. Try to inspire 
others to be regimented 
as well.

GEMINI: May 22/June 
21. There is nothing 
wrong with putting rose-
colored glasses on from 
time to time and looking 
at the world in a more 
positive way. A more 
positive outlook can be 
helpful, Gemini. 

CANCER: June 22/July 
22. Cancer, be sure that 
your generous nature 
does not come at the 
expense of your own 
well-being. You tend 
to put other people’s 
needs before your own 
quite often.

LEO: July 23/Aug. 
23. Leo, for some 
reason you are having 
problems finding 
balance in your life right 
now. You may have to 
experiment a little bit 
to see if new strategies 
might work.

VIRGO: Aug. 24/Sept. 
22. Let others in on some of your secrets, Virgo. 
You can’t hold everything in all of the time, and 
you have been shouldering a lot of responsibility 
for some time.

LIBRA: Sept. 23/Oct. 23. Libra, the personalized 
touches you put on any project will showcase your 
personality and passion. Think about embracing 

a crafty task to really 
showcase your talents.

SCORPIO: Oct. 24/
Nov. 22. Scorpio, friends 
are lining up to be quite 
helpful of late. When you 
figure out how much 
you’re getting done 
with the assistance of 
others, you may be more 
welcoming of it in the 
future.

SAGITTARIUS: Nov. 
23/Dec. 21. Overcome 
resistance to listening 
to another person’s side 
of the story, Sagittarius. 
Embrace this person’s 
desire take the lead on 
something at work or in 
your home life.

CAPRICORN: Dec. 
22/Jan. 20. A changing 
environment has you 
figuring out how to adapt 
your schedule and your 
skills, Capricorn. With 
a support team in your 
corner, you can achieve 
quite a bit.

AQUARIUS: Jan. 21/
Feb. 18. Spending is a tad 
out of control this week, 
Aquarius. Money is flying 
out of your wallet at a 
rapid rate. You may need 
to be a bit more choosy 
with your spending 
moving forward.

PISCES: Feb. 19/March 20. Wait a few more days 
before making major decisions as your emotions 
are high right now, Pisces. You want a level head to 
prevail.

OPEN: M-F 10-5 and Saturday 9:30-4

260 Court Street, Middlebury, Vt. 05753
802-388-3559   www.middleburysewnvac.com

Offer valid March 1-31, 2023

FREEFREE
quiltingquilting
AccesssoryAccesssory

BundleBundle
with purchasewith purchase

Friendly Service! Convenient Location!
Located in The Little Red School House 

on Route 7 South, Middlebury
Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30, Sat. 10-2 

MiddleburyFloralAndGifts.com

388-2800

BRISTOL • VT

 

453-7799

Tues-Thurs 11am-5pm
Fri 11-7pm, Sat 10am-5pm
Sun 12-4pm • Closed Mon

Unravel creativity 
and weave your 

dreams into reality!

hermitthrushfiberco.com

MARCH 23— Akira Kurosawa, film director (d)
MARCH 24— David Suzuki, academic, 
environmental activist (87)
MARCH 25— Aretha Franklin, singer (d)

MARCH 26— Robert Frost, poet (d) 
MARCH 27— Sarah Vaughan, singer (d)
MARCH 29— Jonathan Van Ness, TV 
personality (36)
MARCH 30 — Amy Sedaris, actress and 
comedian (62)

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

ART
O N  E X H I B I T

EDGEWATER AT THE FALLS
1 Mill Street, Middlebury
Visit edgewatergallery.com, call 802-458-0098 or email 
info@edgewatergallery-vt.com for more info.

“Just Minding My Business Picking Your Flowers” 
features a collection of abstract mixed media paintings 
by new Edgewater artist Mel Rea. Mel Rea describes 
her paintings as assemblies of line and shape 
intersecting in multiple sheer layers. Any reference 
to landscape or botanical form is deconstructed in 
the studio as she explores form, varied application of 
paint, texture, line and color relationships. Her palette is 
bright and bold. The elements of her composition shift 
gracefully, punctuated by line, color and unexpected 
brushwork that add a playfulness and warmth to each 
piece. On view through April 18.

JACKSON GALLERY
68 S Pleasant Street, Middlebury
Visit townhalltheater.org/jackson-gallery or call 802-382-
9222 for more info.

“Earth’s Materials: Perennial Perspectives in the 
Arts,” a group exhibit represents diverse responses 
from artists working in a variety of media that reflect, 
respond and rejoice in the earth, our roots, and 
our relationships. Participating artists include: Matt 
Burke, Paul Dahm, Cameron Davis, Judy Dow, Janet 
Fredericks, Kate Gridley, Gerald Hoffman, Caleb 
Kenna, Nancy Winship Milliken, Meghan Rigali, 
Danielle Rougeau, and Joan Watson. An opening 
reception will be held on Friday, April 7, from 5-7 
p.m., including a panel discussion from 6-7 p.m., that 
evening. The event is free and open to the public. The 
exhibit will be on view through April 15.

MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE MUSEUM OF ART
72 Porter Field Rd, Middlebury
For more info visit middlebury.edu/museum/exhibitions.

“Urban Cadence: Street Scenes from Lagos and 
Johannesburg” features work by Akinbode Akinbiyi, 
Akintunde Akinleye, Kelechi Amadi-Obi, Jude Anogwih, 
Jodi Bieber, Donna Kukama, Sabelo Mlangeni, Uche 
Okpa-Iroha, and Jo Ractliffe. This exhibit tells the 
multifaceted stories of two urban environments 
— Lagos, Nigeria and Johannesburg, South Africa 
— experienced through the artistic expressions of 
photography and video. On view through April 23. 

PHOTOPLACE GALLERY
3 Park Street, Middlebury
For more info visit photoplacegallery.com.

“Botanical,” features 35 photographs exhibited at the 
Middlebury gallery and 40 more for the online gallery. 
The exhibit was juried by Lee Anne White. Artists 
submitted images created in the landscape, garden 
or studio that capture the spirit and character of 
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MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY TELEVISION:

P.O. Box 785, Middlebury, Vt. 05753MCTV SCHEDULE Channels 1071 & 1091
Please see the MCTV website, www.middleburycommunitytv.org, for changes 
in the schedule; MCTV events, classes and news; and to view many programs 

online. Submit listings to the above address, or call 388-3062.
MCTV Channel 1071
Friday, March 24
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight
6:30 a.m. Governor’s Press Conference
7:30 a.m. Congregational Church Service
10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Church
5:30 p.m. Energy Week
6:30 p.m. Review of Rights & 

Democracy’s VT Lobby Day
9:02 p.m. League of Women Voters - 

The Privatization of Medicare
11 p.m. Green Mountain Care (GMC) 

Board
Saturday, March 25
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight 
8:30 a.m. Legislative Breakfast
10 a.m. Selectboard, & Public Affairs
4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Service
5:30 p.m. Eckankar
6 p.m. Energy Week
7 p.m. Catholic Mass
7:30 p.m. Gov. Press Conference
8:30 p.m. League of Women Voters - 

Privatization of Medicare
10:33 p.m. Public Hearing on the 

Governor’s State Budget
Sunday, March 26
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight 
7:30 a.m. Legislative Breakfast
9 a.m. Catholic Mass
9:30 a.m. The News Project
10 a.m. Energy Week
11 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
2 p.m. Privatization of Medicare

4 p.m. Congregational Service
5:30 p.m. Governor’s Press Conference
6:30 p.m. Eckankar
7 p.m. Catholic Mass
7:30 p.m. Privatization of Medicare
9:30 p.m. State Budget Public Hearing
Monday, March 27
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight
4:30 a.m. State Budget Public Hearing
6:33 a.m. Legislative Breakfast
8 a.m. Dr. John Campbell
9 a.m. Energy Week
10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
7:30 p.m. Vermont State House - H.126 

Community Resilience & Biodiversity 
Protection 

11:02 p.m. Community Resilience & 
Biodiversity Protection

Tuesday, March 28
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight
5 a.m. Energy Week
6 a.m. Dr. John Campbell
9:30 a.m. Eckankar
10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
4 p.m. Congregational Service
7 p.m.       Selectboard, Public Affairs 
Wednesday, March 29
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight
5 a.m. Legislative Breakfast
6:30 a.m. Energy Week
7:30 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
9:30 a.m. Catholic Mass
10 a.m. Selectboard Public Affairs
4 p.m. Dr. John Campbell
5 p.m. Energy Week

7 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
Thursday, March 30
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight
6:30 a.m. Legislative Breakfast
8 a.m. Congregational Service
12 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
7 p.m. Dr. John Campbell
8 p.m. Energy Week
9 p.m. Eckankar
10 p.m. Legislative Breakfast

MCTV Channel 1091 
Friday, March 24
4:30 a.m. Music in the Morning
7 a.m. Forty Poems for Forty Pounds
7:56 a.m. The Medicinal Garden
8:58 a.m. Mathew Dickinson - A Divided 

America
10:30 a.m. Current Issues in Education 

in Vermont
11 a.m. School Board Meetings
6 p.m. Raising Bees in Vermont
7:03 p.m. Forty Poems for Forty Pounds
8 p.m. OSHER - The Life and Death 

of the Russian Avant Garde
9:09 p.m. EEE- Supreme Court, The 

Constitution, and Democracy
10:10 p.m. What Does Freedom of 

Speech Really Mean? 
Saturday, March 25
4:30 a.m. Music in the Morning - 

Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony
6 a.m. Raising Bees in Vermont
7:03 a.m. Forty Poems for Forty Pounds
8 a.m. Russian Avant Garde

9:09 a.m Supreme Court, The 
Constitution and Democracy

10:10 a.m. What Does Freedom of 
Speech Really Mean?

11:30 a.m.  Education In Vermont
12 p.m. The Medicinal Garden
1:02 p.m School Board Meeting
5 p.m. All Things LGTQ
6 p.m. Forty Poems for Forty Pounds
7 p.m. Education In Vermont
7:30 p.m. The Medicinal Garden
8:32 p.m. A Divided America 
Sunday, March 26
5 a.m. Music in the Morning
6:30 a.m. Author Talks & Interviews
12 p.m. Prehistory of the Upper 

Connecticut River Valley
12:45 p.m. Whatever Happened to the 

Population Explosion?
2 p.m. A Divided America
3:30 p.m. Forty Poems for Forty Pounds
4:30 p.m.  Education In Vermont
5 p.m. All Things LGTQ
6 p.m. Vermont Master Anglers - 

Cooking Burbot
6:20 p.m. Russian Avant Garde
7:30 p.m. Zachary Bennett - Fish and 

Capitalism 
Monday, March 27
5 a.m. Yoga
6 a.m. School Board Meetings
12 p.m. A Divided America
1:33 p.m. Cooking Burbot
4 p.m. Author Talks & Interviews
7 p.m. Forty Poems for Forty Pounds

7:56 p.m. A Divided America
9:30 p.m. What Does Freedom of 

Speech Really Mean?
10:50 p.m. Prehistory of the Upper 

Connecticut River Valley 
Tuesday, March 28
5:45 a.m. Fish and Capitalism
7 a.m. Education In Vermont
4:27 p.m. Raising Bees in Vermont 
5:30 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
6:30 p.m. At the Ilsley: Meg Madden - 

Mushrooms
7:31 p.m. At the Ilsley -The Medicinal 

Garden
8:34 p.m. Gordon Clarke - Vermont 

Victory Gardens
9:30 p.m. Cooking Burbot
10 p.m. Supreme Court, The 

Constitution, and Democracy 
Wednesday, March 29
5:45 a.m. Prehistory of the Upper 

Connecticut River Valley
6:30 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
7:30 a.m. Author Talks and Interviews
11:03 a.m. Forty Poems for Forty Pounds
12 p.m. Vermont Law School Hot Topics
4:45 p.m. Fish and Capitalism
6 p.m. Recent School Board Meetings 
Thursday, March 30
9 a.m. Yoga
10 a.m. School Board Meetings
4:30 p.m. Yoga for Kids
6 p.m. The Starline Rhythm Boys
7:03 p.m. Author Talks and Interviews

THURSDAY, MARCH 23
PIANO AND ORGAN RECITAL IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Thursday, March 23, 12:15 p.m., St. Stephen’s 
Episcopal Church on the Green. Come hear a Bach 
Birthday Bash Lenten performance by Christopher 
McWilliams. Free and open to the public.

“MARIUPOL: THE PEOPLE’S STORY” ON SCREEN 
IN MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, March 23, 7 p.m., Town 
Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. The people of 
Mariupol, Ukraine, share powerful, shocking stories 
of bravery and loss in a war zone. Filmed and told 
by many of the citizens of Mariupol, this powerful 
documentary records the deaths of thousands and 
daring escapes by survivors. It’s a story of their loss, 
bravery, and determination. Ticket $14 in advance at 
townhalltheater.org and $16 at the door.

GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB JAMES P. Taylor Outdoor 
Adventure Series in Middlebury. Thursday, March 23, 
7-8:30 p.m., Champlain Valley Unitarian Universalist 
Society, 2 Duane Ct. Drew Clymer, the Department 
of Public Safety Search and Rescue Coordinator for 
Vermont, will explain the framework of search and 
rescue in Vermont, tells stories from the field, and 
offer tips on how to stay safe. Doors open at 6:30 
p.m. The public is welcome. Refreshments served. 
Donations will support the Green Mountain Club. 
More information at gmcbreadloaf.org.

FRIDAY, MARCH 24
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB SNOWSHOE IN RIPTON. 
Friday, March 24, Long Trail-Burnt Hill Loop. 

Strenuous snowshoe on the Long Trail to Burnt Hill 
of more than six miles at a good pace. Elevation 
gain of about 1,000 feet with likely unbroken trail. 
Contact Ellen Cronan for more details and to register, 
ecronana@yahoo.com. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

SATURDAY, MARCH 25
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Saturday, March 25, Wright Park. Easy to moderate 
hike in Wright Park, 3-4 miles maximum, with 
minimal elevation gain. Depending on conditions, 
snowshoes or microspikes and poles are 
recommended. Contact leader Liana Merrill, Merrill.
liana@gmail.com to get additional details and 
register. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

ROCK INTO SPRING CONCERT IN BRANDON. 
Saturday, March 25, 7 p.m., Brandon Town Hall, 
1 Conant Sq. Rock Into Spring with local acts 
BODENBENDER and End User. Tickets $10 at the door.

CHAMPLAIN PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, March 25, 7:30 p.m., Town 
Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. Come hear Town Hall 
Theater’s resident orchestra and experience Addison 
County’s local musical talent in their first spring 
concert since the pandemic. Tickets adult $17, senior 
$12, student $6, available at townhalltheater.org.

COMMUNITY CONTRA DANCE IN BRISTOL. Saturday, 
March 25, 7:30-9:30 p.m., Holley Hall, 1 South St. in 
Lausanne Allen will be calling, with music by Red 
Dog Riley. $5-10 suggested donation.

SUNDAY, MARCH 26
ZIG ZAG LIT MAG ISSUE.14 RELEASE PARTY IN NEW 
HAVEN. Sunday, March 26, 2-4 p.m., Tourterelle, 
Route 7. Come to an afternoon celebrating local 
artists and writers. The restaurant will not be open, 
but the bar will. The event will be the first opportunity 
to purchase Issue.14. A reading from the new issue 
at starts at 2:30 p.m. Hobnob with fellow creatives, 
hear some terrific writing, have a lovely cocktail and 
celebrate your neighbors.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29
“MARY CASSATT: PAINTING THE MODERN 
WOMAN” ON SCREEN IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Wednesday, March 29, 11 a.m., Town Hall Theater, 
68 S. Pleasant St. Mary Cassatt made a career 
painting the lives of the women around her. Her 
radical images showed them as intellectual, 
feminine and real, which was a major shift in the way 
women appeared in art. Come see her astonishing 
prints, pastels and paintings in the latest Great Art 
Wednesdays offering. Tickets $13 plus applicable 
fees available at townhalltheater.org.

“LIFE AFTER YOU” ON SCREEN IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Wednesday, March 29, 3:15 and 6:30 p.m., Marquis 
Theatre, 65 Main St. Inspired by the book, “Life After 
You: What Your Death From Drugs Leaves Behind” 
by Linda Lajterman, this film explores the questions 
of who and what is responsible for this tragedy and 
follows their journey to answer these questions as 
their family unravels from grief, guilt and anger. 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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picktop
Tickets $10, available at www.internet-ticketing.
com/websales/sales/MARMID/start.

SLOW BIRDING WITH THE BIRD DIVA, BRIDGET 

BUTLER, IN MIDDLEBURY. Wednesday, March 29, 
6 p.m., Ilsley Public Library, 75 Main St. Sounds a bit 
strange, “slow birding.” But it is possible to change 
how we approach traditional birding and what we 
get out of it. Slow birding is a practice that builds 
a deeper observation of birds and wildlife while 
at the same time creating a deeper connection to 
yourself and the place you live. Bridget Butler has 
been a naturalist for more than 20 years, playing 
matchmaker for the wildscape and the wonderful 
people who call Vermont their home.

THURSDAY, MARCH 30
EMILY SUNDERMAN IN MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, 
March 30, 12:15 p.m., St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
on the Green. Emily Sunderman will give a concert 
of violin works by Bach as part of the St. Stephen’s 
Lenten concert series. Free and open to the public.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY THT IN MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, 
March 30, 7 p.m., Town Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant 
St. Help Town Hall Theater celebrate its birthday 
with a night of celebration and “Songs We Love” 
showcasing the history of American Jazz — and its 
future. An ensemble of up-and-coming players, 
schooled and tested on the stages of Jazz at Lincoln 
Center and concert halls around the world, will revisit 
some of the great songs from the first decades 
of jazz. Meet the artists after the program at The 
Middlebury Inn for a slice of birthday cake. Tickets 
$60, available at townhalltheater.org.

“MEAN GIRLS - HIGH SCHOOL VERSION” ON STAGE 

IN BRISTOL. Thursday, March 30, 7 p.m., Mount 
Abraham Union High School Auditorium, Airport 
Dr. Come watch Mt. Abe’s talented students sing 
and dance their way through this brutally hilarious 
take on the social hierarchy in a modern American 
high school. Rated PG-13 for language, sexual 
innuendo and references to drugs and alcohol. 
Tickets $12 available at bit.ly/mtabemeangirls for 
in-person performances and streaming and at 
the door. More info and additional prices at bit.ly/
mtabespringmusical.

NER OUT LOUD IN MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, 
March 30, 7:30 p.m., Dance Theater, Mahaney Arts 
Center, 72 Porter Field Rd. In the tradition of NPR’s 
“Selected Shorts,” Middlebury student orators read 
selections from the New England Review literary 
magazine in a live performance, lending their voices 
to the work on the page and bringing it to life for an 
audience of students, faculty/staff, and community 
members. Free and open to the public. More info at 
middlebury.edu/arts.

FRIDAY, MARCH 31
“MEAN GIRLS - HIGH SCHOOL VERSION” ON STAGE 

IN BRISTOL. Friday, March 31, 7 p.m., Mount Abraham 
Union High School Auditorium, Airport Dr. Details in 
March 30 listing.

SATURDAY, APRIL 1
“MEAN GIRLS - HIGH SCHOOL VERSION” ON STAGE 

IN BRISTOL. Saturday, April 1, 2 p.m., Mount Abraham 
Union High School Auditorium, Airport Dr. Details in 
March 30 listing.

ROBINSON & ROHE IN LINCOLN. Saturday April 1, 
7:30 p.m., Burnham Hall, 52 East River Rd. Robinson 
& Rohe deliver a powerful live show replete 
with effortless harmony singing, soulful grooves, 
playful humor and razor-sharp lyrics in the Ripton 
Community Coffeehouse performance. General 
admission $15/generous admission $20-$25 or pay 
what you can. More info and tickets at rcch.org or 
802-388-9782. Advance tickets recommended.

“REUNITED FOR UKRAINE” IN MIDDLEBURY. 

Saturday, April 1, 7:30 p.m., Robison Hall, Mahaney 
Arts Center, 72 Porter Field Rd. Middlebury College 
students, alumni, faculty and staff will come together 
to present this benefit evening of music, poetry, 
video and dance in order to share a message of the 
resilience of the Ukrainian nation and its people, 
despite the year-long war. Though the performance 
is free and open to the public, resources about 
suggested charities will be provided. More info at 
go.middlebury.edu/UnitedForUkraine.

SUNDAY, APRIL 2
NATIONAL THEATER LIVE “STRAIGHT LINE CRAZY” 

IN MIDDLEBURY. Sunday, April 2, 2 p.m., Town Hall 
Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. Come see the film of 
this live performance at London’s National Theater. 
Ralph Fiennes plays New York master manipulator 
Robert Moses, in this blazing new play from David 
Hare, which follows the history of Robert Moses, 
one of the most influential figures of urban planning 
and city architecture. Tickets $15, available at 
townhalltheater.org.

TUESDAY, APRIL 4
CREATING POLLINATOR GARDENS FOR BIRDS, 

BEES AND BUTTERFLIES WITH MARIJKE NILES 

IN LINCOLN. Tuesday, April 4, 6:30 p.m., Lincoln 
Library, 22 W. River Rd. Do you love nature, and all the 
treasures that come with it? Marijke Niles, owner and 
creator of Marijke’s Perennial Gardens Plus, will share 
how you can be Mother Nature’s helper, while bringing 
all the beauty of pollinators to your own gardens. 

“IF IT SOUNDS LIKE A QUACK... AN EVENING 

WITH AUTHOR MATT HONGOLTZ-HETLING” IN 

MIDDLEBURY. Tuesday, April 4, 7 p.m., Ilsley Public 
Library, 75 Main St. Come to Upper Valley author 
Matthew Hongoltz-Hetling’s launch of his new book, 
“If It Sounds Like a Quack...: A Journey to the Fringes 
of American Medicine,” in which he examines the 
growing universe of non-traditional treatments — 
including some that are downright wacky, even 
dangerous. Dr. Jessica Rouse, a local, board-certified 

Family Medicine physician will appear with Matthew 
to debate some of the questions his book asks, such 
as: Should the government dictate what is medicine 
and what isn’t? Can we have public health when 
disagreements over science are this profound? No, 
seriously, can you turn people into flesh-eating 
zombies? Books will be available for purchase from 
The Vermont Book Shop.

“YEMANJA: WISDOM FROM THE AFRICAN HEART 

OF BRAZIL” IN MIDDLEBURY. Tuesday, April 4, 7 
p.m., Town Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. “Yemanja” 
is a 52-minute documentary exploring ethics, social 
justice, racism, ecological sustainability and true 
power found in community and faith, via the stories 
of extraordinary elder female leaders of the Afro-
indigenous Candombie spiritual tradition in Bahia, 
Brazil. Narrated by Alice Walker. Suggested $5 
donation.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5 
NATIONAL THEATER LIVE “STRAIGHT LINE CRAZY” 

IN MIDDLEBURY. Wednesday, April 5, 2 p.m., Town 
Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. See April 2 listing.

“IN GOLDLEANA’S HANDS: BLACK WOMEN AND 

LABOR CHOICES IN NORTH LOUISIANA IN 1950S” 

IN MIDDLEBURY. Wednesday, April 5, 7 p.m., Ilsley 
Public Library, 75 Main St. Jolivette Anderson-
Douoning shares the lived experience of Mrs. 
Goldleana, whose story illuminates the role Black 
women played as laborers in the Louisiana cotton 
and timber industries—and in their own families—in 
the 1940s and ’50s. 

“SOMEWHERE” ON STAGE IN MIDDLEBURY. 

Thursday, April 6, 7:30 p.m., Seeler Studio Theater, 
Mahaney Arts Center, 72 Porter Field Rd. Middlebury 
College Theatre Department presents this moving 
eco-drama by Marisela Treviño Orta, which reveals 
the power of community and kinship, including 
that of our non-human environment, to thrive amid 
climate crises. Treviño Orta imagines a new world for 
the survival of our planet and invites us to journey 
there. Tickets $15 the general public/$10 Middlebury 
College faculty, staff, alumni, emeriti, and other ID 
card holders/$8 for youth/$5 Middlebury College 
students. More info at 802-443-6433 or middlebury.
universitytickets.com. 
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The Vermont Symphony Orchestra (VSO) 
returns to the Mahaney Arts Center on 
Friday, March 31, at 7:30 p.m., with an encore 
edition of “A Night at the Movies.” The event, 
which premiered at the Middlebury New 
Filmmakers Festival last August, will feature 
a live, 22-piece VSO chamber ensemble 
accompanying seven documentary and 
animation films with Vermont ties.

The delightfully varied program weaves 
through a breadth of musical styles and film 
stories, from two animated shopping carts 
searching for love to the story of Hansel and 
Gretel. Adventurous lemurs learn to fly, a 
little girl grows up in an undocumented farm 
worker family, and a director chronicles his 

path from prison 
to filmmaking.

“A Night at the 
Movies” shines 
a spotlight 
on many 

Middlebury College connections: the 
performance is conducted by VSO Artistic 
Advisor and Project Conductor Matt LaRocca 
’02, who also composed the music for one of 
the films. Two Middlebury faculty members, 
Assistant Professor of Music Matthew Evan 
Taylor and Animation Studio Producer 
Daniel Houghton ’06, and then-student Jack 
DeBouter ’20 contributed their talents to two 
other films. LaRocca, Taylor, and Houghton 
will offer a pre-show talk about their artistic 
processes at 6:30 p.m.

The Vermont Symphony Orchestra: “A Night 
at the Movies” will take place at the Mahaney 
Arts Center’s Olin C. Robison Concert Hall 
on Friday, March 31, at 7:30 p.m., and runs 
for one hour. This is a family-friendly event. 
Tickets are $25 for the general public, $20 
for Middlebury faculty/staff and alumni, $10 
for youth, and $5 for Middlebury College 
students. There will be a free pre-show talk 
with Matt LaRocca, Matthew Evan Taylor, 
and Daniel Houghton at 6:30 p.m., at the 

Mahaney Arts Center, Room 125. Vaccinations 
and boosters (or valid medical or religious 
exemptions) are required; masks are optional, 
except under certain circumstances, but 
welcome. For tickets, health and safety 
protocols, or information, call 802-443-MIDD 
(6433) or visit middlebury.edu/arts.

‘A Night at the Movies’ returns to the 
Mahaney Arts Center on March 31

FILM S C R E E N I N G

The Films
How We See Water by Robin Starbuck 

(music by Matt LaRocca)

Two Balloons by Mark Smith (music by 
Peter Broderick)

The Greatest Night by Jeremy Lee 
MacKenzie (music by Dr. Matthew Evan 

Taylor)

Mate by and with music composed by 
Rusty Eveland

Breath by Marlboro-based Jesse 
Kreitzer (music by Brattleboro 

composer Paul Dedell)

Estrellita by Middlebury College 
Animation Studio and Producer Daniel 

Houghton (music by Jack DeBouter ’20)

Gretel Hansel KinRumpelStilts by 
Burlington-based Chris Caswell (music 
by Burlington composer Patricia Julien)

ER Out Loud returns to the 
Mahaney Arts Center on 
Thursday, March 30, at 7:30 p.m., 
for the first full performance 
since November 2019. This live 
literature event, which began in 
2015, is a collaboration between 
the New England Review, the 
Mahaney Arts Center, and Oratory 

Now. In the tradition of NPR’s “Selected 
Shorts,” Middlebury student orators read 
selections from the New England Review in a 
live performance, lending their voices to the 
work on the page and bringing it to life for 
an audience of students, faculty/staff, and 
community members.

This year’s NER Out Loud readers are Jared 
Ahern ’25, Alpana Bakshi ’26, Shea Brams ’26, 
Letu Chibssa ’26, Josey Chun ’26, Liv Davidson 
’26, Max Gibson ’25, Izzo Lizardi ’25, and Grace 
Mtunguja ’26. The event is organized by New 

England Review Editor Carolyn Kuebler and 
Mahaney Arts Center Director Liza Sacheli; it 

is directed by Associate Professor of Theatre 
Dana Yeaton.

Following the event, the audience is invited to 
the lobby for a “S’More Readings” reception, 
featuring tasty chocolate and marshmallow 
treats, where student writers will read their 
own poetry and prose. Writers presenting 
their own work at the S’More Readings 
reception are Yardena Carmi ’23, David Factor 
’23, Haeun Park ’23, Rose Robinson ’24.5, Bel 
Spelman ’23, Leo Swainbank ’25, Pearl Tulay 
’24, Kai Velazquez ’23, and Keziah Wilde ’24. 
The reception is coordinated by New England 
Review student interns Niamh Carty ’23 and 
Emma Johnson ’23.5. 

Both the performance and the reception are 
free and open to the public. Sign language 
interpretation will be offered. For health and 
safety protocols or information, call 802-443-
MIDD (6433) or visit middlebury.edu/arts.

Evening of poetry and prose in Middlebury

N
NER Out Loud returns to the Mahaney Arts Center on 
Thursday, March 30, at 7:30 p.m.
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Influential American 
political family
5. __ Chantilly, __ de 
Menthe
11. Within
12. Pleasure seekers
16. Computer 
manufacturer
17. Home to college 
sports’ Flyers
18. Fungal disease
19. Sleepwalk
24. Spielberg sci-fi film
25. Seasonable
26. Taxis
27. Radio direction 
finder (abbr.)
28. Thin, narrow piece 
of wood
29. “Mystic River” actor 

Sean
30. Ingenuous
31. Musical 
composition
33. Turkish surname
34. High or hilly area
38. Wilco frontman
39. Pour it on pasta
40. Electric car 
company
43. Sea eagle
44. Walk with difficulty
45. Sign of healing
49. Boy
50. Protein-rich liquid
51. Washington city
53. Individual portion of 
TV series (abbr.)
54. Thought over
56. Scads
58. News agency

59. Standard
60. Deadlock
63. Pre-Columbian 
empire
64. Removed
65. French commune

CLUES DOWN
1. Large, dangerous 
animals
2. Straighten out
3. Family tree
4. Large stinging paper 
wasp
5. European river fish
6. Cut down in size
7. Denotes past
8. Larry and Curly’s 
partner
9. Samoyedic ethnic 
group

Sudoku
Each Sudoku puzzle 
consists of a 9x9 
grid that has been 
subdivided into nine 
smaller grids of 3x3 
squares. To solve 
the puzzle each row, 
column and box must 
contain each of the 
numbers 1 to 9. Puzzles 
come in three grades: 
easy, medium and 
difficult. 

Level: Medium

This week’s puzzle solutions can be found on Page 13.

10. Male parent
13. Specific gravity
14. Demeaned oneself 
to
15. Rigidly
20. Yankovic is a “weird” 
one
21. Belonging to me
22. Path
23. Airborne (abbr.)
27. Level
29. Atomic #94
30. Born  of
31. Midway between 

northeast and east
32. Northeastern bank
33. Defunct airline
34. Having no purpose
35. A low wall
36. Swedish city
37. Earn a perfect 
score
38. Atomic #81
40. Beginner
41. Give off
42. Incorrect letters
44. Telecommunication 
service provider (abbr.)

45. Idyllic
46. Popular beer
47. A way to fine
48. Evildoer
50. More withered
51. Seventh note of a 
major scale
52. Commercial
54. Abnormal breathing
55. Moved more 
quickly
57. City of Angels
61. Partner to Pa
62. Equally

s p o n s o r e d  byPUZZLESPUZZLES
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t’s that time of year when, sure, it’s 
technically spring, but we all know there’s 
still plenty of cold and wet weather yet 
to come. On those days, when the world 
outside is gray and dreary, the walls 
surrounding us can seem much too close.

Fighting cabin fever can be as simple as 
bringing home a 
new houseplant 
in bloom to raise 
your spirits or some 

cut flowers to brighten up a room. Better yet, 
set your inner gardener free and find ways to 
enjoy early spring.

Forcing flowering branches such as witch 
hazel and forsythia to bloom will bring a touch 
of spring indoors. Take a walk outside to check 
your spring flowering shrubs and trees. Look 
for any branches that you would normally 
prune in late spring after flowering.

Be sure any branches you select include 
fat buds that are just waiting for warmer 
weather to open into flowers. Cut and bring 
branches indoors, trim to desired size and 
place in room temperature water in a sunny 

location. The closer to actual bloom time, the 
quicker flowers will open. For more detailed 
information on forcing branches, visit go.uvm.
edu/branches.

When the weather keeps you inside, sit back 
with a cup of something warm and browse 
through the seed and garden catalogs. If your 
stack of incoming catalogs isn’t high enough, 
visit online versions. Make a wish list of plants 
you’d like to add to your garden this year, but 
don’t stop there. If you’re planning on ordering 
seeds or plants, this is the time to do so. The 
longer you wait, the more likely it is that what 
you want will be out of stock.

Plants ordered now should ship to you when 
the time is right for planting. Seeds will likely 
be shipped when ordered, so there’s no 
time like the present to make sure you have 
everything needed to get those seeds started 
at the appropriate time.

If you just can’t wait to grow something, there’s 
no reason not to start some potted herbs or 
salad greens from seed now. You’ll be enjoying 
an indoor harvest before the hummingbirds 
return in the spring. For more information on 

seed starting, visit go.uvm.edu/seeds.

You can also consult your garden journal and 
refresh your memory about the details of last 
year’s garden. This trip down memory lane is 
also a place to create wish lists, record your 
plans and sketch garden layouts. It will provide 
an invaluable reference in years to come. If 
you don’t have one, this is a great time to start 
one. All you need is pen, paper and a binder 
to hold the pages. For more information on 
garden journals, visit go.uvm.edu/journal.

Take a walk in the garden when weather 
permits. Record conditions there such as 
how much snow remains and any damage 
that will need to be tended to in the spring. 
Record snowfall, when the snow recedes, 
when the ground thaws and when the 
ground temperature reaches 50 F. All of this 
information can help you plan next year’s 
garden schedule.

What if you just need to get away from the 
confines of home?

Take a trip to the library or your local bookstore 
and make a beeline to the gardening section. 
There you’ll find volumes of inspiration and 
instruction that will transport your mind far 
away from winter’s cold and into the garden. 
You may even find a seed-lending library!

GARDENER
A S K  A  M A S T E R

H O W  T O  S U R V I V E  C A B I N  F E V E R

Deborah J. Benoit is a 
UVM Extension Master 

Gardener from North 
Adams, Mass., who 
is part of Vermont’s 
Bennington County 

Chapter.

Growing herbs, such as sage and mint, in pots indoors in winter is a fun activity to combat cabin fever.

PHOTO / DEBORAH J. BENOIT

DEBORAH J.
 BENOIT

BY

I

PLANT  
YOURSELF 

HERE.
Reach readers who 
are interested in all 

things gardening and 
advertise on this page. 

Contact us today.

A D S @ A D D I S O N I N D E P E N D E N T.C O M

PPet of et of the the WWeekeek
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 Pets In Need
HOMEWARD BOUND

 Addison County’s Humane Society

Buddy
Buddy is a shy, 1-year-old Australian 
Cattle Dog currently in a foster home. 
He is a medium-sized dog who 
weighs 38 pounds. He is very timid 
and nervous around new people 
and situations, but is also curious and 
warms up quite fast. Buddy loves other 
dogs and would do great sharing space 
with a canine friend in his new home. He 
has a very strong prey drive and cannot live 
with smaller animals like cats or small farm animals. Because of 
his high prey drive, Buddy would benefit from a fenced-in yard.

Lenny is a charming 5-year-old 
boy who loves people! He was an 
outdoor-only cat in his previous 
home, but he has shown that he 
would be happy being indoors and/
or outdoors. Lenny is roly-poly with 
his catnip and also loves anything 
food related. He has a history of not 
liking cats, but we are unsure how he would 
react to dogs.

Want to learn more?
Call or check our website. We may have a pet for you!

802-388-1100 | HomewardBoundAnimals.org
236 Boardman Street | Middlebury, VT

Ella
Ella is an affectionate, confident, 
and quirky 6-year-old. Her foster 
family tells us that she likes to 
lift one paw while contemplating 

mischief and when she wants your 
attention she will gently place her 

paw on you. Ella is deaf so she relies on 
physical cues to communicate. Ella would 

do best in a low-energy household. She has not lived with other 
cats or dogs before but does seem to tolerate respectful dogs.

Lenny

Ringo
Ringo is a gorgeous 4-year-old who 
is ready to be in a permanent home. 
She was brought to us after her 
owner passed away and was very 
stressed at the shelter. Ringo is now 

in a loving foster home where she 
flourished immediately! She is still on 

the shy side, but once she warms up she is 
playful, affectionate, and absolutely loves to roll 

in her catnip! Her previous home did have a small dog and she 
might do well with other respectful cats.

Joanie and Franklin
Joanie and Franklin are an 
adorable bonded pair! They are 
a bit on the shy and timid side, 
but they’ve been working very 
hard on their socialization skills. 
They are starting to trust humans 
more and more every day and get 
lots of yummy treats in the process! 
Joanie and Franklin would do best in a 
quiet home and would be okay living with other pets as long 
as they are rabbit-friendly. They could also live with children 
capable of being gentle and slow with them.

1438 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-3139
www.parisfarmersunion.com

At Paris, we have everything you 
need for your pets and animals!

• Dry or Wet Dog & Cat food
• Dog & Cat beds, toys, cleaning supplies 

& accessories
• Fish, bird, small animal & reptile 

supplies and live feeder insects 
• Wild bird & Squirrel supplies 
• Backyard animal feed & supplies
• And friendly, knowledgeable staff 
   to help guide you!

Ask about 
our Frequent 

Buyer 
Program!

PPet of et of the the WWeekeek

Hello  Shadow!Hel lo  Shadow!
Shadow is a 4-year-old calico. She loves to show off her sleeping skills. She also likes 
to cuddle on your lap and run around like a mad man. 

Josie and Alice Gaiotti
Shoreham

Send us a pic of 
your pet!

news@addisonindependent.com

Pet of the 
WEEK
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This American four square was built at the turn of the century to withstand the test of 
time. Mission-style thick oak trim stands out in every room. Oak doors are impressive 
as you move from room to room. The formal dining room has an oak picture rail and 
traditional (hand laid) parquet oak flooring, which embellishes the fireplace. Go through 
the swinging door to the tastefully updated kitchen. The basement is partially above 
ground, so there is lots of natural light. This house lends itself to an Italianate style 
with tile roofing, stucco and brick exterior walls, and marble window sills. This home 
is “Move in and enjoy!” Walk to the bus stop for shopping, 2 buses for skiing. Four 
schools are within walking distance. If you are looking for a wonderful home with all the 
conveniences, then book your appointment today. This one won’t last!

32 NORTH ST, RUTLAND
$415,000

A LOOK INSIDE ADDISON COUNTY HOMES FOR SALE

American four square with Italianate style

HOMETH
E

This week’s property is managed by RE/MAX 
North Professionals, The Gridley Group, in 
Middlebury. More info at midvthomes.com.
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ESTATE
REAL

WALLACE REALTY
48 Mountain Terrace

Bristol, VT 05443
PH 802-453-4670 • FAX 802-453-5898

Visit our websites at:
www.wallacere.com

www.greenbuiltvermont.com

Please call Kelly, Claire, or Tom

EQUAL  
HOUSING   
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 as amended 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons receiving 
public assistance, or an intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will not  knowingly 
accept any advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of discrimination, call 
HUD Toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.

nbmvt.com • 1-877-508-8455 
Bank NMLS #403372

Make the dream of home ownership a reality. 
We can help. Contact us today or apply online.
Beth Buckman | Community Lender | NMLS #41062

Email Christy@addisonindEpEndEnt.Com to find out how.

Add your piece!  Add your piece!  
Be the next sponsor of the puzzle page.

PUZZLEPUZZLE
SOLUTIONS March. 23, 2023

sprInG Is hErE!  
Now is a great time to buy or sell a property. 

Give us a call and we’ll help you connect with 
Addison County homebuyers, sellers & professionals.

ads@addisonindependent.com

A D D I S O N I N D E P E N D E N T . C O M

Get the Addy Indy
EVERY WEEK 
for just $50/year.

SUBSCRIBE
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WEYBRIDGE  NEW LISTING!
1227 SHEEP FARM ROAD
MLS #4945656| $449,000
3 BD | 2 BA | 1732 SF | 1.10 ACRES

Great location! The gorgeous 
Morgan Horse Farm and mountains 
beyond are right out your front 
window. The Trail Around Middlebury 
(TAM) passes through the land in 
back, giving you access to hundreds 
of acres of conserved woodlands 
that are excellent for hiking, skiing, 
or walking your dogs. This three 
bedroom one level home has a 
lot to offer, with hardwood fl oors, 
plenty of natural light, mudroom 
entry and a bonus room offering 
extra space to suit your needs. 
Dry basement, attached garage 
and a large lot. Only three miles 
to downtown Middlebury and 
Middlebury College. This home 
will make a great investment!

ipjrealestate.com
34 Main Street, downtown Middlebury

info@ipjrealestate.com  |  802.388.4242

MIDDLEBURY  NEW LISTING!
757 WEYBRIDGE STREET
MLS #4945401 | $349,000
3 BD | 2 BA | 1562 SF | 0.26 AC

This affordable village home is the 
property you have been looking for! 
Enter into the large mudroom and 
kick off your boots; there is plenty 
of room to store them and more. 
The kitchen is open to the eating 
area. A spacious living room offers a 
wood burning insert in the fi replace. 
Hardwood fl oors throughout most 
of the home. A bedroom and full 
bath fi nish out the fi rst fl oor if you’re 
interested in one level living. Upstairs 
are two additional bedrooms and a 
bathroom with a tub. Lots of closet 
space throughout! The full basement 
houses the utilities as well as a 
storage room. A single, detached 
garage sits next to the home with 
additional storage above. The large 
yard has room for pets, gardens or 
entertaining! Utilize the sidewalks 
into town, or make use of Otter View 
Park just across the street, where 
you can enjoy the local wildlife.

he Addison County real estate market experienced 
a strong surge in 2022, with rising purchase 
prices, multiple offers, shorter market times and 
cash offers. The outlook for 2023 looks similar 
due to multiple factors, including the growth of 

Vermont’s population driven by the pandemic, climate and 
work-from-home migrators. The population growth has 
spotlighted the lack of housing Vermont has struggled 
with for decades. These are among several factors that 
have led to a sellers’ market, which will likely continue for 
the foreseeable future. Whether buying or selling, there 
are several “Dos and Don’ts” to keep in mind for success in 
2023.

For Buyers: 
Get your financial house in order before entering the 
market, either by having a current pre-approval letter from 
a trusted local lender or a cash account with sufficient 
funds to cover the total cost of the target purchase. 

Avoid a “pre-approval” letter from an unknown internet-
based mortgage lender just because they offered the best 
rate. 

There is a reason more than 90% of buyers use a Realtor 
— especially in a tight market. Interview and engage with 
a locally knowledgeable real estate agent with a proven 
track record, good reviews and is a full-time practitioner. 
Their guidance will make a difference in your success.

It’s also crucial for buyers to not rely solely on national 
aggregator websites, like Zillow, and call the listing agent 
directly on a property. The listing agent is representing 
the seller’s best interest. Instead, get active and engaged 
in the market, watching for your agent’s incoming auto-
notifications, while continuing to search those large national 
sites. When you see the property of your dreams, text or 
call your agent immediately so they know your interest and 
can make an appointment for you to see the property as 
soon as possible.

ADVICE
F R O M  A D D I S O N  C O U N T Y  R E A L  E S T A T E  P R O S

T

The Addison Independent asked seven local real estate professionals for 
advice on understanding the housing market in Addison County. These 

columns will be published weekly here in the Arts+Leisure section. 

What advice Would you 
give to Buyers & sellers 

in 2023? 

C H R I S  V O N  T R A P P
C O L D W E L L  B A N K E R 

H I C K O K  &  B O A R D M A N , 
V E R G E N N E S

SEE ADVICE ON PAGE 15
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Busin
ess

Opportunity

802-877-2134  •  www.ReVT4u.com
Your Forever Realtors, Building Relationships One Home at a Time!

We are a designated agency brokerage.

Susan Burdick
802-989-9058

Lynn Jackson Donnelly
802-349-5382

Sean Dye
802-338-0136

Nancy Larrow
802-989-9653

K. Cory Foote
802-349-7101

Dick Elkins
802-985-8150

VERGENNES, VT 
This property offers an affordable business opportunity 
for you. This sign, decal, and banner business features 
both interior and exterior signage for commercial as well 
as personal use. This business is perfectly designed for 
the motivated worker.
Price: $45,900 MLS: 4915652

ADDISON, VT
The Bridge Restaurant is now for sale! This established 
family-style restaurant is awaiting its next entrepreneur. 
The property is located at the junction of 125 & Vt. Rt. 
17W within view of the Lake Champlain Bridge. The 
new owner will occupy an updated two bedroom home.
Price: $679,900 MLS: 4943706

Re-In
vent

Yourself

It is 2023! Is it Time to Make a Change?

Multi-F
amily

Self

Sustaining

ADDISON
This magnificent Cape sits at the top of the ridge. The 
1st floor primary suite offers 2 rooms for separate 
sleeping areas. There is also a primary suite on the 
second floor with its own sitting area. 
Price: $949,000 MLS: 4926527

MIDDLEBURY, VT 
This farmhouse was completely renovated in 2020 and 
is with walking distance to Middlebury’s downtown and 
the College.  The home offers an accessory studio, 2 BR 
and 1BR unit. Remove a wall and make the home 2-2BR 
units or turn back in a single family. Lots of potential!
Price: $429,000

For SellerS:
It’s essential to take the 
time to properly prepare 
your home for sale by 
making necessary repairs 
and catching up on 
differed maintenance. 
Don’t assume that you 

can stop taking care of your property just because it’s a 
seller’s market. Buyers may be willing to make an offer 
over asking, but not when they have a list of deferred 
maintenance to deal with.

Price you home at or a little below the current market value 
to create interest and excitement with buyers. However, 
don’t price your home by taking the current market value 
and adding 10-20% or more to the asking price in an 
attempt to predict what the buyers would be willing to pay.

Plan to interview and hire a local, successful Realtor with a 
track record of selling homes like yours, who understands 
the market and how to attract the most likely buyer for 
your home. The fee you pay should include a marketing 
strategy that will expose your home to the greatest pool of 
qualified buyers and provide current advice and day-to-
day management of not only the marketing of their home 
but the entire contract process once an offer has been 
accepted.

By following these “Dos and Don’ts” buyers and sellers 
can be successful in the Addison County real estate 
market in 2023.

ADVICe
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

eXHIBITS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

plants, as well as our intimate 
connection to the plant world. On 
view March 30-April 28.

SHelDoN MUSeUM
1 Park Street, Middlebury
For more info visit 
henrysheldonmuseum.org

“Artists in the Archives: Community, 
History & Collage.” Artists from 
Canada, Denmark, Ireland, Poland, 
Scotland, Ukraine, and several U.S. 
states created collages to explore 

how the archival material expresses 
an aspect of a community. On view 
through summer 2023.

SPArroW ArT SUPPlY
52 Main Street, Middlebury
Visit sparrowartsupply.com or call  
802-989-7225  or more info.

“A Celebration of Trees,” features an 
authentic, sentimental, and heartfelt 
appreciation for trees, with work by 
80 local artists across all mediums, 
there are trees for every season 
in this exhibition. There will be an 
educational display in the gallery as 
well, put together by the Middlebury 
Tree Committee. On view March 24-
May 13, with an opening reception 
on Friday, March 24, from 5-7 p.m., 
free and open to the public with 
complimentary light refreshments. 

A D D I S O N I N D E P E N D E N T . C O M

Get the Addy Indy EVERY WEEK for just $50/year.

SUBSCRIBE
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Water is Life: Abenaki Teach-In comes to Vergennes
he Abenaki Arts & Education Center 
will hold a teacher training workshop, 
“Water is Life: Abenaki Teach-In,” 
on March 25, at Bixby Library in 
Vergennes.

In this all-day workshop, Abenaki 
Arts & Education Center educators 
will inspire teachers with interactive, 

media-rich content that links 12,000 years 
of Abenaki history with 21st-century civic 
engagement. Participants will pursue a deeper 
understanding of the region’s diversity through 
the voices of the American Abenaki people.

From Lake Champlain to the Connecticut River 
Valley, the life-bringing waters of N’Dakinna 
(Abenaki for “Our Homeland”) were our 
earliest highways for travel. The water itself is 
important to the plants, fish, animals, birds and 
other wildlife that are necessary to our way of 
life.

Presenters will illustrate the Abenaki 
relationship to water, awareness of water 
as a fundamental element necessary for all 
life, and concern that pollution of water can 
change our traditional lifeways and the health 
of all our relations, human and animal.

Participants will investigate resources, 
interaction with Abenaki culture bearers, and 
be introduced to culturally responsive and 
sustaining teaching strategies to effectively 
incorporate diverse narratives into their 
curriculum.

Registered teachers and homeschoolers will 
also be invited to attend additional virtual 

sessions, and be given access to additional 
bonus content.

The program is presented in partnership 
between Abenaki Arts & Education Center, 
and Vermont Abenaki Artists Association, and 
supported in part by Vermont Humanities.

Four Abenaki tribes were recognized by the 
State of Vermont following an arduous process 
which included proving their ancestry and 
enduring community presence in Vermont. 
After reviewing tribal recognition applications 
and verifying the data, the Vermont state 
legislature voted unanimously three times 
to recognize the tribes. Gov. Peter Shumlin 

codified their legal status as Native American 
tribes for the Elnu and Nulhegan Abenaki 
Tribes in 2011 and the Koasek and Missisquoi 
Abenaki Tribes in 2012. Their legal status as 
state recognized tribes is now codified into 
Vermont law.

The teacher training will be held at the 
Bixby Memorial Free Library in Vergennes 
on Saturday, March 25, from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Registration is required, plus a $35 materials 
and lunch fee. 

For more information and to register for the 
teacher training visit abenaki-edu.org.

T
Educators are invited to attend a teacher-training workshop to learn about Abenaki history and present-day 
civic engagement on March 25 at the Bixby Library in Vergennes.
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Aerial View of N’Dakinna. Watercolor on paper by Amy 
Hook Therrien. 

Water is Life, Acrylic on Canvas by Francine Poitras Jones.
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Canoe on Lake Memphremagog. Acrylic on Canvas by 
Lucy Cannon Neel. 
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