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Debut work
13 years after picking up a banjo, 
a college project manager released 
his first album. Arts & Leisure.

By the wayBy the way

Lax power
The defending champion Panther 
women appear to be picking up 
where they left off. See Page 1B.

Weddings
Read about altering an antique 
dress & other parts of planning to 
say ‘I do.’ See special section inside.

Vergennes gets a  
new police chief

County groups eye 
community kitchen 

They point to 
banks’ role in 
climate crisis 

Students to college: ‘Dump Chase’

Lincoln warns $4.6 million 
budget for school district 

Ag group connects, 
helps young farmers 

Monkton 
considers a 
town forest

‘Interim’ removed from Ouellette’s title

Aim to boost businesses, fellowship
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By MARIN HOWELL
MIDDLEBURY — A handful of 

Addison County organizations are 
working to develop a community, 
commercial kitchen and tortilla 
factory that would serve as a space 
for residents to grow their food-
related businesses, whip up value-
added products or gather with one 
another over a meal. 

The Addison Allies Network, a 
nonprofit organization dedicated 
to supporting the county’s migrant 
community, has teamed up with 
the Addison County Relocalization 
Network (ACORN), Middlebury 
College and the cooks of local 
culinary collective Viva El Sabor on 
the effort. 

Addison Allies Director Veronica 
Ciambra said the initiative is still in 
the early planning stages, but the 

group is working hard to make the 
space a reality. 

“The shared vision is that it 
would be truly a community space,” 
Ciambra said. “People come 
together over food really easily it 
seems, so it’s just a place that would 
bring the community together.”

Generally, community kitchens 
are licensed, commercial kitchens 
where foods intended for sale can 
be safely made in compliance 
with laws and regulations. Food 
entrepreneurs and other individuals 
can rent space at these shared-use, 
commercial kitchens to work on 
various food-related ventures. 

Work to develop a community 
kitchen in Addison County took 
off this winter. Ciambra said the 
network thought such a space 

By MARIN HOWELL 
MIDDLEBURY — Local 

climate activists and students at 
Middlebury College are asking 
the institution to stop doing 
business with JP Morgan Chase 
Bank, because the financial 
institution funnels billions of 
dollars into fossil fuel projects 
each year. 

Students in the college’s 
Sunday Night Environmental 
Group (SNEG) are leading 
the “Dump Chase” campaign. 
The group is encouraging the 
college to switch to a more 
climate-friendly bank and 
raising awareness about the 
banking industry’s role in the 
climate crisis, SNEG member 
Max Zeltsar said. 

“The fossil fuel industry cannot 

Most folks have a tried-
and-true chili recipe. Well, if 
you live in Starksboro, you 
have an opportunity to show 
off your culinary chops. The 
Starksboro Community Chili 
Contest & Bake Sale will be 
held this Saturday, March 18, 
from 3-5 p.m. in the Robinson 
Elementary School gym. It’s 
free to enter and free to eat, but 
donations will help volunteers 
build the new Town Green 
Pavilion. Have a winning 
recipe? Sign up ahead at forms.
g le /7xGh1b1Fyap1HzDJA. 
Donations can be made by check 
to the town of Starksboro (memo 
line: Pavilion), or use a credit 

By MARIN HOWELL 
MONKTON — Monkton 

residents are considering whether 
to purchase a 445-acre parcel of 
forestland to establish a town 
forest.

The opportunity comes at the 
recommendation of Monkton’s 

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — The 

promotion of Interim Vergennes 
Police Chief Jason Ouellette to 
the permanent head of the city 
police department became official 
on Tuesday, when the Vergennes 
City Council formally approved 
a decision made in mid-January 
by City Manager Ron Redmond 
and a council-appointed hiring 
committee. 

Since then, Redmond said, he 
and Ouellette — and attorneys for 

the new chief and the city — have 
been working out contract details, 
a process slowed by the busy 
schedules of all involved.

Redmond said he and the rest of 
the police chief hiring committee 
chose Ouellette in mid-January 
after interviewing him and one 
other finalist, but it took time for 
Ouellette to arrange a time to meet 
with his attorney to go over the 
contract details.

“We were working on an  

By MARIN HOWELL 
LINCOLN — At their school 

district’s annual meeting next 
month, Lincoln voters will be 
asked to approve a $4.6 million 
spending plan for the Lincoln 
School District’s first year of 
operation. The budget for fiscal 
year 2024 is expected to translate 
into a 15-cent increase for Lincoln 
residents who pay education taxes 
based on the value of their home. 

Lincoln School Board Chair 
Jennifer Oldham said stability was 
a major focus when building the 
budget, which the board approved 
on March 7. 

“Our primary focus and 
philosophy for this budget year 
was to ensure stability as we move 
to be our own supervisory district. 
It was to maintain the staff that 
we have, to make sure that the 

By MARIN HOWELL 
FERRISBURGH — Navigating 

best management practices and 
grasping innovative technologies 
are among the many tasks young 
farmers in Addison County are 
asked to juggle, all while learning 
the ropes of running their own farm 
business and potentially raising a 
family. 

Additionally, busy life on the 
farm can make it difficult for newer 
ranchers to find time to get out into 
the community and connect with 
one another. 

With the launch of a young 
farmers group, the Champlain 
Valley Farmers Coalition is hoping 
to make the transition into a farm 

These penguins mean business
SENIORS REHEARSING THEIR part in the Middlebury Union High School senior play, “Madagascar,” on Monday, are pretty convincing 

as penguins taking over a ship full of zoo animals. See all the fun at the school auditorium on Thursday and Friday at 7 p.m., and twice 
on Saturday afternoon. See more photos on Page 14A.

Independent photo/Steve James

Transformation
STUDENTS AND COMMUNITY members laugh while improving their dance skills in Shakia 

Barron’s hip-hop dance master class Saturday afternoon at Middlebury College. It was part of a 
weekend-long symposium called “Hip-Hop: the art of creating community.” See more on Page 12A.

Photo by Joly Reyes Collovati

A Middlebury College student cuts his Chase credit card Tuesday at an event to raise awareness 
about the role large banks play in financing fossil fuel projects. 

Independent photo/Steve James
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Open Tuesday-Saturday, 7am-2pm 
Closed on Sundays & Mondays
51 Ossie Road, East Middlebury, VT

All set for your
St. Patrick’s Day
Celebrations?

OtterEast.com
802-989-7220

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — The Vermont 

Housing Finance Agency (VHFA) 
on Monday awarded Summit 
Properties $6,075,405 to help 
drive down the costs of building 
30-40 units of for-sale “workforce” 
housing. The dwellings will be 
part of the Stonecrop Meadows 
housing project proposed for land 
off Seminary Street Extension in 
Middlebury.

Stonecrop Meadows, when fully 
developed, is expected to create 
around 200 units of new mixed-
income housing in the county’s 
shire town. It’ll be a combination 
of rental and for-sale homes. 
Summit is applying for subsidies 
through various state and federal 
agencies to maximize the number 
of affordable and workforce units 
within the Stonecrop development, 
slated for 35 acres of Middlebury 
College-owned land.

Summit COO Zeke Davisson 
said the company applied for a 
$7.5 million subsidy through the 
VHFA’s Missing Middle-Income 
Homeownership Program, which 
would have allowed 44 for-sale 
homes within Stonecrop to fall 
within the “workforce housing” 
sales price. The VHFA’s award of 
roughly $6 million will instead 

New housing wins $6M grant

CORRECTION: Our March 9 
story on Vergennes City Council 
and Addison Northwest School 
District election results incorrectly 
stated the employer of Councilor 
Sue Rakowski: She works for the 
Addison Central School District. 
The reporter apologizes for the error. 

WORK CREWS WERE at the Quarry Road substation in Middlebury to do some minor work earlier this 
winter before snow arrived. Substation owner VELCO plans to do a major upgrade of the 54-year-old 
facility beginning this fall, tripling the size of the control building.

Independent photo/John S. McCright

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — The company 

that builds and manages Vermont’s 
high-voltage electric transmission 
system is seeking permission to 
complete a $14 million overhaul 
of its Middlebury substation off 
Quarry Road. 

Vermont Electric Power 
Company Inc., or VELCO, said the 
project would more than triple the 
size of the facility’s control building 
and modernize onsite equipment 
to improve the reliability of the 
county’s — and state’s — electricity 
transmission system.

Officials planning the upgrades 
acknowledge the work would have 
some short- and longer-term impacts 
for those living near the substation 
property at 522 Quarry Road (east 
of Happy Valley Orchard). If 
approved by the Vermont Public 
Utilities Commission, the project 
would temporarily bring more 
traffic and construction noise to 
the neighborhood. Beyond that, the 
enlarged substation footprint would 
become more visible to those 
living in, and traveling through, the 
Quarry Road area.

“You’ll certainly see construction 
activity,” said VELCO Project 
Manager Dan Poulin. “The plan 
is this fall, we’ll begin building 
the new control building that will 
now be closer to Quarry Road — 
and you’ll see that building more 
prominently. It’ll be larger than 
the existing control building that’s 
there today.”

The substation’s current control 
building is 560 square feet. The new 
one would be about 1,920 square 
feet. Plans also call for expanding 
the perimeter fence on the property 
to accommodate the new control 
building. Specifically, the fence 
would be expanded by around 30 
feet on the east side, and by roughly 
72 feet on the north side.

Poulin said new tree plantings 
are included in a landscaping plan 
designed to mitigate some of the 
visual impacts of the upgraded 
Quarry Road substation, although 
it’ll take time for those trees to 
mature.

VELCO has seen a lot of 
changes since its creation in 1956 
as the nation’s first statewide 
“transmission only” company to 

provide access to hydro power and 
build and maintain the state’s high-
voltage electric transmission grid, 
according to its literature. VELCO 
builds, owns and operates most of 
what is a $1.2 billion transmission 
grid (essentially 115 kV and above) 
that connects Vermont to the 
regional and national electric power 
supply system. VELCO’s network 
also provides the electric supply 
to Middlebury’s local distribution 
utility, Green Mountain Power.

The company’s assets include 
738 miles of transmission lines; 
13,000 acres of rights-of-way; 55 
substations, switching stations, and 
terminal facilities; 1,500 miles of 
fiber optic communication network; 
and equipment that connects 
Vermont power companies with 
Hydro-Québec.

VELCO periodically takes stock 
in its infrastructure, and in 2013 
identified 10 substations in need of 
major maintenance and upgrades. 

“A lot of these substations have 
old electro-mechanical relays, 
for instance,” Poulin said, adding 
failing concrete foundations, or 
rusting steel are other problems that 
need to be corrected. 

Poulin said the cost of all 10 
projects combined is estimated at 
around $100 million.

Substation overhauls in 
Newport, St. Albans, Barre, Berlin, 
Sandbar and Irasburg have been 
completed. Substation upgrades 
in North Rutland and Florence are 
underway, and VELCO wants to 
begin the Highgate and Middlebury 
substation fixes later this year.

“These projects are just designed 
to continue to maintain the level of 
reliability that we’re able to provide 
to the ratepayers,” Poulin said. 
“The goal is that we will go in and 
refurbish these substations to get 
them to last another 20-30 years.”
MIDDLEBURY UPGRADE

So, what made the Middlebury 
substation a candidate for repairs?

The facility was built in 1969 
and has been periodically equipped 
with “various modifications and 
improvements” during its more 
than 50 years of service, company 
officials said.

“VELCO conducted a condition 
assessment of the (Middlebury) 
substation and identified the need 

to replace some of the equipment 
due to condition,” reads a project 
narrative. “The primary deficiency 
is the existing control building.”

In addition to building a new 
control building and expanded 
perimeter fencing, the Quarry Road 
substation project calls for:

• Replacing the protection and 
control system, control cables, 
A & B battery systems, HVAC, 
generator & functional equipment.

• Replacing the water supply and 
wastewater systems.

• Upgrading the transformer oil 
containment system.

• Rerouting an existing stream 
that currently runs through a culvert 
underneath the substation.

• Landscaping.
• Performing maintenance, 

including replacement of breakers, 
switches, foundations, arrestors, 
insulators, grounding and security 
system.

“This (Middlebury) substation 
is typical of the work we’re doing 
at these other substations,” Poulin 
said.

Assuming a smooth permitting 
process, Poulin said the Middlebury 
substation project would begin this 
September and wrap up in August 
of 2024. A temporary substation 
would be set up onsite to ensure 
no interruption in electricity 
transmission during construction, 
according to Poulin. The temporary 
substation would likely be 
positioned southwest of the existing 
substation, officials said.

While the Vermont utility 
regulator will be the sole arbiter 
of the Quarry Road substation 
makeover, the panel will accept 
feedback from interested parties, 
such as neighbors, the town of 
Middlebury and the Addison 
County Regional Planning 
Commission.

Jennifer Murray, Middlebury’s 
director of planning & zoning, 
offered this comment on March 10 
about the VELCO application:

“This is an important upgrade 
to a critical piece of infrastructure, 
and I’m glad they are mitigating 
natural resources impacts by adding 
to the existing footprint rather than 
disturbing a new site.”

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

VELCO to overhaul its Middlebury substation

Extra! Extra!
“NEWSIES” AT VUHS! Read all about it! Or better yet, come watch the Vergennes Union High 

School Music Department’s production of the popular musical on March 16 and 17 at 7 p.m. and on 
March 18 at 3 p.m. Set in turn-of-the-19th-century New York City, “Newsies” is the tale of Jack Kelly, 
a charismatic newsboy and leader of a band of teenaged “newsies.” When titans of publishing raise 
distribution prices at their expense, Jack rallies city newsies to strike against the unfair conditions 
and fight for what’s right! Featuring classic songs, the play features thrills and a timeless message 
and is perfect for all audiences.

Photo courtesy of Julie Gramling
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School Briefs
With GPAs of at least 3.4, three 

local students have been named to 
the dean’s list at Tufts University 
for the fall 2022 semester: Silas 
Conlon of Cornwall, Abby 
Johnson of Starksboro and 
Douglas Sandler of Middlebury. 

allow around 35 units to qualify for 
that “workforce” category, which 
currently means a sales price of 
$291,000 for a two-bedroom home 
and $336,000 for a three-bedroom 
home, according to Davisson.

These calculations are based 
on households earning less than 
120% of the area median income 
(AMI), which for Addison County 
is currently $112,320 for a family 
of four.

“Both figures are subject to 
change as the AMI calculations 
change between now and sales,” he 
cautioned. “We are also partnering 
with Addison County Community 
Trust and Addison County Habitat 
for Humanity to target even deeper 
affordability for some of those 
homes.”

It should be noted that Stonecrop 
Meadows got the largest award 
(42%) of the roughly $14.2 
million in Missing Middle-Income 
Homeownership program money 
that was available this year. 

In April 2022 the college 
confirmed its purchase of the 
35-acre property from Marjorie 
Mooney for $1.5 million. Plans 
call for the institution to sell the 
land in increments at a substantial 
discount to Summit as the company 
develops it.

Addison County — and Vermont 
in general — is woefully lacking in 
housing stock for just about every 

demographic, a fact that’s making 
it more difficult for businesses to 
fill jobs and for young families to 
live here and around the state.

Middlebury has taken steps 
to make itself more attractive to 
housing developers — through 
local zoning changes and its 
successful application for a 
Neighborhood Development 
Area (NDA) designation for a 
large swath of its core village 
area. Having that designation 
lessens Act 250 submission fees 
for housing developers seeking to 
build in Middlebury and makes the 
town more competitive in seeking 
state affordable housing funds.

Davisson said Middlebury’s 
and the college’s recent efforts 
to facilitate more housing 
opportunities undoubtedly made a 
good impression on the VHFA.

“This award represents a huge 
investment by the state in the town 
of Middlebury, made possible by 
the work the town has done with its 
bylaw modernization, by securing 
the NDA and by the investment the 
college has made in preserving this 
land for affordable and workforce 
housing,” Davisson said.

The Middlebury Development 
Review Board on Monday took its 
first official look at a sketch plan for 
Stonecrop Meadows. Construction 
could begin this fall or in spring 
2024, according to Davisson.

Project to build at 
Middlebury site
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By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — As Boys & 

Girls Club of Greater Vergennes 
Club CEO Alicia Grangent tells it, 
most things have gone well in the 
11 months since she took over as 
the leader of the city youth club 
despite the financial uncertainty of 
running a nonprofit.

Daily attendance has remained 
stable. Usually between 16 and 
20 of the club’s 112 members 
drop by the club’s Armory Lane 
headquarters, which is a short 
walk across Monkton Road from 
Vergennes Union High School. 

Most of them are middle 
schoolers, with maybe half of the 
dozen or so teens who regularly 
attend showing up on any given 
day, according to Grangent. Many 
of them are from outlying towns, 
a majority from Ferrisburgh and 
Addison, and hang out at the club 
until their families can pick them 
up after work. 

They enjoy a variety of programs 
in common with their Boys & 
Girls Club peers around the 
nation, emphasizing leadership 
skills, civic engagement, healthy 
behaviors and decision-making, 
STEM education, environmental 
stewardship, anti-bullying and 
more, all tailored to ages 11 to 18. 

And, yes, the clubhouse offers 
table, board and video games, 
and quiet corners to relax or do 
homework (and help with that and 
formal tutoring is also available).

There are new activities, too: 
an improv session in January 
with actor Andrew Ritter drew 
two dozen, Megan MacIntyre of 
TaeKwon Do K.I.C.K.S. offers 
well-attended regular gatherings, 
some club members took road 
trips with Grangent to the Vermont 
Statehouse and the Spartan Games 
in Killington, and Creative Artists 
in November offered circus arts 
that included tightrope walking 
(Grangent said from a safe height) 
and juggling. 

Grangent said overall things 
are going well, while new 
Communications & Grant 
Coordinator Chris Reck and a new 
club website have done a better 
job of letting the community know 
about what the club does for its 

membership. 
“I have to commend Chris for 

his efforts and the outreach, the 
newsletters, and all of the website,” 
Grangent said. “We walk out with 
our club shirts on, and people 
want to talk about the upcoming 
activities.”

So, Grangent said, there is 
plenty of good news and fun, but 
right now there’s also a catch: that 
financial uncertainty, although now 
city toy producer Wow Toyz has 
stepped forward to help out with 
that issue.

Like most nonprofits, funding 
can be problematic at times, and 
for the city youth club, this time 
is one of them. It 
is trying to meet 
annual costs that 
Grangent said 
might reach a 
little more than 
$325,000 for the 
upcoming year. 

There are 
several factors 
in play: inflation 
persists; the club’s 
recent $70,000 
f u n d r a i s i n g 
campaign came up short; contrary 
to what Grangent said many believe 
there is no real funding support 
from the central Boys & Girls Club 
organization; and, although private 
foundation and Town Meeting Day 
donations remain at a reasonable 
level, a couple other funding 
sources have dried up. 

Grangent said in one case the club 
lost some grant support because 
Addison County’s low-income 
eligibility for U.S. Department of 
Agriculture Child and Adult Care 
Food Program ended. That funding 
had helped the club supply free 
snacks and meals to members, a 
service Grangent said the club is 
determined to continue, as well as 
free membership.

“We didn’t receive a lot of the 
renewing grant stuff. A lot of that 
money went away,” Grangent 
said. “Our food money went away. 
We’re still serving meals because 
kids need to eat. Those are things 
that affected our budget.”

But thanks to Wow Toyz 
(a company with a history of 

generosity) and owner Frank Berk, 
the city club has an opportunity to 
close the financial gap.

The Boys & Girls Club and Wow 
Toyz have embarked on a “Double 
the Love” campaign. Through April 
7, Wow Toyz will match donations 
to the club dollar-for-dollar up to 
$35,000, a move that thrilled club 
leadership.

“It’s absolutely amazing that 
they stepped up,” Grangent said.

How critical is the support? 
Grangent said Wow Toyz’s help 
with the Double the Love campaign 
allow the club “just to be able to 
stay open and keep everything 
running at the equal level that it is.”

Club and 
company officials 
also noted that 
a number of 
local employers 
will match their 
e m p l o y e e s ’ 
n o n p r o f i t 
donations, and it 
is thus possible to 
“triple the love” 
with a donation 
to the city Boys 
& Girls Club. 

Rebecca Chauvin, Wow Toyz 
vice president of marketing, 
explained the company’s decision 
to support the organization.

“We know the Boys & Girls Club 
to be a safe and reliable space that 
many of our local youth depend on. 
The club provides nutritious meals, 
enriching activities, and help with 
homework. It is also a comfortable 
and caring place to decompress 
with peers after school,” Chauvin 
said. 

“With the many challenges 
young people face in the world 
today, we believe that now more 
than ever the Boys & Girls Club 
is an essential resource that we as 
a community must come together 
to support. We are giving now to 
ensure that their doors stay open; 
so that they can continue to provide 
their vital services to our young 
people and their families.”

To learn more about the 
campaign or make a donation 
log onto www.bgcvergennes.org/
double-the-love-campaign.

City youth club, firm partner to raise funds

VERGENNES FIRM WOW Toyz is supporting the Boys & Girls Club of Greater Vergennes with a “Double 
The Love” campaign. Wow Toyz will match up to $35,000 of individual donations made before April 7 to 
help the youth club make up for a shortfall in its annual fundraising campaign. Wow Toyz employees and 
club leaders posed together recently to kick off the campaign. 

Photo courtesy of the Boys & Girls Club

“We didn’t receive a 
lot of the renewing 
grant stuff. A lot of that 
money went away. Our 
food money went away. 
We’re still serving 
meals because kids 
need to eat.”
— Alicia Grangent

Council taps Austin & fills boards

MUMS’s Dudek gets new responsibility
By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 
Union Middle School Co-Principal 
Michael Dudek will step down 
from his position in June to 
become the Addison Central 
School District’s first-ever “student 
response coordinator,” a job that 
will make him the point person on 
investigations of hazing, harassing 
and bullying (HHB) cases within 
all nine ACSD schools.

It’s a transition that also calls 
for fellow MUMS Co-Principal 
Michaela Wisell to drop “co” 
from her title, and for an assistant 
principal to be added to her staff.

Dudek first shared news of his 
upcoming career switch in a Feb. 
27 email to the MUMS community.

“District leadership has afforded 
me the opportunity to gather 
the skills and insights that are 
foundational for (student response 
coordinator) — ensuring all 
students and staff feel a sense 
of belonging, helping students 
transition to post-pandemic 
learning spaces, and supporting all 
ACSD district schools to prevent 
hazing, harassment and bullying,” 
he wrote.

The ACSD has yet to codify 
a formal job description for its 
student response coordinator, but 
the district’s leadership team “has 
been in conversation about the 
need for more coordinated work 
around our HHB response for some 
time,” Emily Blistein, the ACSD’s 
director of communications and 
engagement, stated in an email 
to the Independent. “As we 
began to envision a position, we 
wanted to ensure that restorative 
and preventative practices were 
centered in the role.”

It’s been well-chronicled that 
school districts throughout the 
state have faced increased student 
discipline issues during the 
pandemic, and particularly since 
the return to fulltime, in-person 
classes in 2021. Student behavior 
problems in the ACSD have been 
particularly pronounced at MUMS, 

though the weekly Middlebury 
police blotter has shown fewer 
calls for service at the school so far 
this academic year compared to the 
prior year.

The student unrest prompted 
Dudek in 2021 to map out a series 
of changes at MUMS designed 
to abate cases of student unrest 
before — and after — they occur. 
Then, last summer, district officials 
installed a co-principal team at 
MUMS to further manage school 
operations and student discipline. 
In addition to Dudek and Wisell, 
that team includes MUMS’s first-
ever dean of climate and culture, 
Esther Charlestin.

Dudek is looking forward to 
taking on his new role, which 
will see him work with students 
and educators throughout the 
ACSD, which delivers preK-12 
public education to children in 
Bridport, Cornwall, Middlebury, 
Ripton, Salisbury, Shoreham and 
Weybridge.

“My career has always been, 
‘How do I serve kids in the best 
way I can?’” he said during a 
recent phone interview. “This (new 
job), to me, sounds like the best 
way I can go serve students now, 
at this point.”

The past two years at MUMS 
have prepared Dudek for his new 
role. He’s been the school’s HHB 
investigator and has sought to 
include a remediation aspect to 
student discipline in cases where 
an offense has occurred.

ACSD leadership has taken note 
of his efforts and recently offered 
Dudek a chance to expand his role 
throughout all district schools.

He quickly agreed — knowing 
he’ll have support along the way.

“I think it’s a difficult process, 
but I know the HHB procedure 
won’t just be handed over to one 
person,” Dudek said. “The initial 
investigation and conversation 
with the students and any witnesses 
will still go through the building 
principal … If they feel this is a 
potential case, that’s where I would 

take over and continue.”
It should be noted both the 

student response coordinator job 
and the dean’s position at MUMS 
are among several posts ACSD 
has been able to add to its roster 
thanks to federal Elementary and 
Secondary School Emergency 
Relief (ESSER) grant money 
that’s tied to recovery from the 
COVID-19 pandemic. That ESSER 
assistance will sunset by the 2024-
2025 academic year, meaning 
ACSD will need to drop — or look 
at other funding sources — for the 
new positions it’s created using 
that money.

Dudek acknowledged the 
uncertain financial future of his 
new job, but believes he can bring 
enough value to the role to justify 
its ongoing support by ACSD 
leaders and taxpayers.

“I’ll let my work speak for 
whether it would be, or should be 
(continued) after year one,” Dudek 
said.

Dudek became principal of 
MUMS on July 1, 2021, succeeding 
then-interim principal Andrew 
Conforti, who had temporarily 
taken the reins of the school from 
former top administrator Kris 
Francoeur. Francouer had intended 
to resume her duties after taking a 
one-year sabbatical to care for her 
ailing husband, Paul, but elected to 
resign in January 2021.

Dudek has had a busy two 
years on the job, marked by 
MUMS’s transition to a grades 
6-8 school, the ongoing transition 
to an International Baccalaureate 
curriculum, and leading the 
school during the beginning of the 
pandemic.

His career switch adds to what 
has been a growing list of leadership 
posts the ACSD is looking to fill 
by July 1. The district is currently 
searching for a new superintendent, 
as well as new principals for 
Middlebury Union High School 
and Ripton Elementary. Now an 
assistant principal for MUMS has 
been added to the mix.

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — Among 

other business on Tuesday at the 
Vergennes City Council’s first 
meeting since the March 7 election, 
the council heard that new Mayor 
Chris Bearor would donate his 
$1,000 annual stipend, honored two 
newly departed city officials, re-
elected its deputy mayor and made 
a long list of appointments.

Bearor announced his donation 
at the end of an active 90-minute 
meeting in which the city also 
officially welcomed new Police 
Chief Jason Ouellette (see story on 
Page 1A). 

Bearor said he would put his 
modest salary toward the purchase 
of either a picnic table or bench for 
the city’s pool, adding that he had 
persuaded his employer to match the 
donation for a second table or bench 
and was working on additional gifts 
to update the facility’s offerings.

Incumbent Deputy Mayor Dickie 
Austin was quickly re-elected to 
his post without opposition after 
being nominated by Councilor Zoe 
Kaslow.

Recognized for their service were 
Mel Hawley and Matt Chabot. 
Hawley is a former city manager, 
councilor, zoning administrator, 
delinquent tax collector and more 
who after more than three decades 

of wearing those hats chose not to 
run for re-election to the council in 
March, and Chabot is the outgoing 
mayor who opted not to run for 
a second term and also served 
previously as a councilor and city 
manager. Each will receive a framed 
picture of Vergennes.

“We really appreciate what 
you’ve done for the city,” Mayor 
Bearor said. 

Several of the appointments 
involved newly elected Councilor 
Cheryl Brinkman, one that allowed 
her to keep her seat on the planning 
commission, but only as a non-
voting representative of the council. 
State law does not permit council or 
selectboard members to sit as voting 
members of planning commissions.

The council also re-appointed 
Brinkman to her seat on the 
Vergennes Energy Committee 
and as the city representative to 
the Addison County Solid Waste 
Management District Board of 
Supervisors. 

Brinkman has served as the chair 
of the energy committee, and said in 
response to a question from Austin 
that state law does not bar her from 
continuing to do so, if the rest of the 
committee wishes her to continue in 
the position. 

Brinkman recently chose to step 
away from her state career and 

joked with fellow councilors it 
looked like a wise decision with the 
appointments and recent election 
result: “Good thing I just retired.”

The council’s other appointments, 
most of them re-appointments, 
were:

• Councilor Susan Rakowski as 
the council’s rep. to the Vergennes 
Parks & Recreation Committee.

• Kathy Rossier, Ben Hatch, 
Julian Cesner, Tania Bolduc, Mike 
Daniels, Matt Hawes, Erin Wolcott 
and Robyn Newton to the Parks and 
Recreation Committee. Newton is 
the ANWSD representative.

• Don Ferris, Al Harder-Hyde, 
Keith Morrill, Maggi Shadroui, 
Jeremy Francis and Grace Williams 
to the Vergennes Energy Committee.  

The council also discussed 
vacancies in various positions. 
Currently Vergennes is short one 
auditor; two listers, a grand furor 
(Michelle Eastman has submitted 
a letter of interest), a development 
review board member, and a 
planning commission member. The 
Parks & Recreation Committee also 
could add up to five members. 

City officials said they will 
advertise those positions on 
Vergennes.org. Those interested 
should reach out to City Manager 
Ron Redmond at manager@
vergennes.org.  
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Level the playing 
field for schools

The hidden problem all around us

Birthday cakes: How big can we go?

Internet voting: Good idea, 
but the risk is still too great

(See Lovett letter, Page 5A)(See Jessie, Page 5A)

(See Ways of Seeing, Page 5A)

Our neighbors’ challenges can be invisible. Like the 
folks who show up at Have-a-Heart Food Shelf each 
month. Take Carol, who lives in the Five-Town area 
in low-cost housing. For thirty-six years, she taught 
English Comp at community college. With just a 
master’s degree, she wasn’t eligible for a tenure-track 
position that would have offered a salary and benefits, 
but she enjoyed the challenge of teaching students how 
to think and express themselves academically. 

Now that she’s retired and living on Social Security, 
she faces a new challenge. Her monthly check after 
deductions comes to roughly 
$1,400. Once she pays rent and bills 
for utilities, phone and heat, there’s 
still the cost of her medication and 
transportation. Hopefully she has a 
few hundred dollars left to pay for 
food, and that only goes so far these 
days.

The pandemic resulted in helpful 
supports. Federal funds for food 
assistance increased, providing every eligible Vermonter 
with maximum benefits through a program called 
3SquaresVT. It was stressful filling out the detailed 
application required for eligibility, but she made it 
through the bureaucratic hoops, and the additional $250 
each month has transformed Carol’s diet for the better. 
When she’s able to get to Middlebury, she also takes 
advantage of the free takeout meals that began in 2020 
through a state and federally funded program called 
Everyone Eats.

However, yesterday Carol heard that Everyone Eats is 
ending this month, and 3SquaresVT benefits are about 
to shrink dramatically, even as the cost of groceries 

balloons.
At first Carol felt a little embarrassed about going to 

the food shelf, and she doesn’t drive these days. But a 
friend offered to pick up for her. Once a month, Have-
a-Heart Food Shelf supplies Carol with two full bags 
loaded with a variety of canned and dry goods as well as 
fresh food. There’s usually a box of spaghetti, some kind 
of breakfast cereal, a jar of peanut butter, and a Mac and 
cheese mix, which Carol loves. This week she received 
cans of tomato sauce, peaches, corn, tuna, chicken and 
beans. There’s a loaf of bread, a dozen eggs, a quart 

container of homemade squash soup 
and even some frozen beef.

If she’s careful, Carol can make 
these groceries stretch out for a 
week.

Once benefits shrink or disappear 
in April, she’ll have difficulty getting 
through the month. Hopefully, spring 
will come early and reduce her fuel 
bill. Carol is thinking she can delay 

getting a refill on her blood pressure medication by 
cutting tablets in half. She’ll buy a bunch of the Ramen 
noodles on sale at Shaw’s and use them for lunch and 
dinner when she runs out of money and groceries. And 
she just heard that a program called Veggie Van-Go 
gives out produce the third Wednesday of every month 
in the Mount Abe parking lot. Somehow, she’ll make it 
to her next Social Security check.

Carol is a fictional person, but her situation is not. Two 
out of five Vermonters struggled with food insecurity 
this past year. Many are elders. Others are working 
parents with young children burdened by too many 

By Alice
Leeds

Ways of
Seeing

Around
the

bend
By Jessie Raymond

Vermont taxpayers fund Vermont 
public education. In addition, the 
taxpayers also fund Vermont’s 
town tuition program, which helps 
to educate students who live in 
towns that do not operate their own 
public schools. One would assume 
that taxpayer dollars which are 
diverted to independent or private 
schools through the town tuition 
program would be administered 
and monitored as those dollars that 
go directly to public schools — but 
that has not always been the case, 
and until recently Vermont had 
the right to deny funds to certain 
educational institutions for a 
variety of reasons.

Consider when someone wants 
to purchase a home. Most buyers 
typically look to obtain a mortgage 
from a lender. The lender sets out a 
list of requirements and obligations 
that the borrower must agree to in 
order to obtain the mortgage. If 
the buyer does not wish to comply 
with those requirements, the buyer 
is free to walk away from the 
lender and find another way to fund 
the purchase. Similarly, if private 
or independent schools want to 
use taxpayer funds to operate their 
institutions, they must abide by 
the same requirements as public 
schools, including requirements 
such as transparency of budgets, 
accreditation of educators, and 
practicing non-discrimination with 
regard to race, gender, religion, 
special needs, etc. If certain public 
or independent schools do not want 
to abide by such requirements, 
they are free to find other means by 
which to fund their operations — 
but they cannot demand the use of 
taxpayer funds to do so.

Currently before the Vermont 
Legislature are two bills — H.258 
and S.66 — which address the 
issue of continuing the town tuition 
program while operating within the 
legal requirements of the Vermont 
Constitution (Ch. 1, Art. 3 – “… 
no person … can be compelled to 
… support any place of worship 
… contrary to the dictates of 
conscience”), as well as the recent 
U.S. Supreme Court decision 
in Carson v. Makin (requiring 
that any state that publicly funds 
independent or private schools 
to also fund religious private 
schools). These bills reform the 
town tuition program in ways 
that respect local control, historic 
academies that were created by 
legislative charter, and align legally 
with both the United States and 
Vermont Constitutions. Please let 
your legislators know that you 
support the idea that all institutions 
which rely on taxpayer funds 
should play by the same rules.

Mark Koenig
Vergennes

VSBA Board Member
ANWSD Board Member.

Bear hunting 
not useful tactic

Human-wildlife conflict poses a 
major challenge for the conservation 
of carnivore species globally. Today 
black bears inhabit only about 60% 
of their historic range in North 
America, mostly due to human 
persecution. Large home territories 
and a varied diet can easily lead 
them into conflict with humans. 

Ripton gathering 
unsurpassed

I always enjoy town meeting, 
but last Monday night at Ripton 
was truly special. We had two 
standing ovations (one for 
firefighter Jay Harrington, who 
had saved the life of a man who 
was there to thank him, and one 
for Warren King for a third of 
a century of serving on every 
possible board and committee). 

Plus we bought enough 
solar panels to power the 
town’s offices. And we had the 
best spread of cookies I ever 
remember, though Barry King’s 
maple cremes were, as ever, 
unsurpassed. 

I wish all of America could 
experience democracy Vermont-
style; we’d be a far better country 
for it.

Bill McKibben
Ripton

Several years ago, I started making birthday cakes for 
my grandson and his baby sister. Soon Mark joined in, 
and things escalated.

We have gradually turned what used to be a twice-
yearly afternoon of baking and decorating into a days-
long endeavor with all the effort and 
expense of building a Mardi Gras 
float. 

We end up sleep deprived and 
covered in powdered sugar, but 
to the grandchildren’s delight, we 
deliver elaborate cakes — tableaus, 
really — on their chosen themes. 
And what our cakes lack in refined 
elegance, they make up for in color, 
size and over-the-top decorations. 

The keys to building an amazing-
looking birthday cake, I have discovered, are fondant 
and food coloring. Fondant is an edible if unappetizing 
cross between marshmallow and modeling clay. It can 
be rolled out or molded into various shapes and colored 
so vividly that party guests will develop ADHD by just 
looking at it too long. (As a bonus, once the candles are 
blown out, you can peel off the fondant layer to reveal 
a less-alarming buttercream-frosted cake underneath.)

I blame Mark in part for our habit of making 
increasingly complex cakes. When it was just me, I kept 
it basic, limiting myself to a single 50-pound bag of 
confectioners’ sugar and a mortgage payment’s worth 
of cake decorating tools, pans, sprinkles and figurines 

ranging from dinosaurs to “Frozen” characters. His 
perfectionism and builder’s eye combine with my 
creative side, and together we turn into cake-baking 
maniacs.

This past December, we made our grandson a 
rainforest cake the size of a coffee 
table. On a curvy plywood base, 
we set two fondant-covered cakes 
of different heights, connected by a 
real rope bridge.

The scene featured a waterfall 
(non-working, much to Mark’s 
chagrin). Sloths and snakes and 
tigers and monkeys peeked out 
from behind palm trees and other 
greenery. Rocks and flowers lined 
the blue fondant river. 

The cake itself was dry and bland. But it’s not about 
the cake anymore.

To lighten the workload, we commandeer visiting 
family members or anyone else who wanders by and 
force them to help us. For example, the UPS delivery 
guy (who has changed routes for some reason) gets 
full credit for the jellybean stone path that led to the 
rainforest lagoon. 

For her fifth birthday last weekend, our granddaughter 
requested a cake depicting the Paw Patrol tower, 
something neither of us were familiar with.

A week before the party, I printed out Google images 

As a Vermont state legislator, one of the most satisfying parts of the 
job is to craft legislation that solves a problem for a particular group of 
constituents. 

In H.429, legislators crafted a bill that attempts to improve several 
aspects of the state’s election laws, including what was called a “sore 
loser law” in which the bill limits the ability of a candidate who loses 
in a primary battle to re-enter the general election as an independent 
candidate for the same office. But a clause in the bill also makes 
changes to expand online voting.

This brief aspect of the bill was drafted and passed with bipartisan 
support and not much controversy for what are good reasons: it sought 
to make voting easier for a select group of citizens, it was expanded 
from an existing system, and adequate effort was made to ensure the 
voting process was secure. And it sought to accomplish what everyone 
saw as a public good: larger voter turnout via a more convenient 
process.

But what seems secure isn’t always so.
Currently, Vermont towns can send blank ballots to a few select voters 

— basically military, overseas military and citizens with disabilities 
who request absentee ballots. All ballots are filled out and mailed back 
via US postage, with military personnel having a special premium paid 
service that expresses it back to the states. The new law would allow 
for military, those with disabilities and voters who request an absentee 
ballot emailed to them with the ability for that ballot to be returned 
electronically.

Two problems jump to the fore: 1) while the bill suggests a limit to 
those who can receive an electronic absentee ballot, the language (even 
though it is restricted under sub-section 2539) is relatively open-ended, 
meaning a voter who asked for an absentee ballot would likely get one; 
2) more importantly, by allowing voters to return ballots online they risk 
exposing the election to fraudulent votes, potentially at scale.

As to the first point, here’s the pertinent language of § 2539: “(b) … 
In the case of persons who are early or absentee voters due to illness, 
injury, or disability, if the voter or authorized person requests in his or 
her application or otherwise that early voter absentee ballots be mailed 
or electronically delivered, the town clerk shall mail or electronically 
deliver the ballots...” Read it as you will, but the potential is there for a 
substantial uptick in online absentee voting.

As to the second point, the potential for harm is significant. 
That finding comes from Susan Greenhalgh, Senior Advisor on Election 

Security for Free Speech For People, a nonprofit dedicated to preventing 
election fraud. After years of following online voting, appearing in front 
of state legislators across the country, writing numerous studies on the 
issue, and testifying before Congress, Greenhalgh reports that online 
voting systems “are, quite simply, not secure,” nor are the processes that 
say they aren’t ‘online voting’ but still rely on the digital processing of 
ballots, such as the system proposed in H.429.

But don’t take Greenhalgh’s word for it. She relies on assessments 
from federal security agents in four departments: the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI), the Department of Homeland Security’s 
Cybersecurity Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA), the U.S. Elections 
Assistance Commission (EAC) and the National Institute for Standards 
and Technology (NIST). 

Greenhalgh notes these four agencies concluded in a recent risk 
assessment that “electronic ballot return” is “High” risk, even with 
security safeguards and cyber precautions in place. The agencies further 
warn that electronic ballot return “faces significant security risks to 
the confidentiality, integrity, and availability of voted ballots,” and that 
these risks can “ultimately affect the tabulation and results and can 
occur at scale.”

In recent interviews with Greenhalgh this past week, she also reports 
that vendors selling these online voting systems, including Democracy 
Live which is the vendor Vermont is working with, too often over-sell 
the security of their product. 

Greenhalgh writes: “From public statements, news reports, press 
releases and marketing materials it becomes evident that the vendors 
of these online voting systems have been pitching their systems to state 
and local officials with potentially false, misleading and/or deceptive 
marketing claims. These spurious claims have served to counter the 
scientific conclusion that online voting is dangerously insecure and 
unsuitable for public elections… There is zero regulation or oversight 
of the online voting system vendors, and they have exploited this fact 
to push their products with false and specious claims,” she continues. 
“Even worse, with no check on these vendors and their deceptive 
marketing, state officials are misled to believe online voting can be done 
safely and reliably, promoting laws to allow this insecure practice.”

Greenhalgh reports that legislators are also led to believe that because 
“the tabulation process is not online, the system is secure… (but that) 
misses the point that the voted ballots, which contain the vote data 
and original record of voter intent, are sent over the internet and are 
vulnerable to cyber manipulation. Once that data is tampered with, it 
doesn’t matter how secure your tabulation might be.”

Nor is the fact that the return ballots are first made into a pdf, which 
legislators are led to believe can’t be tampered with. Wrong again. 
Hackers can retrieve and manipulate a pdf ballot with ease, Greenhalgh 
reports, citing several tests done by universities like MIT.

Greenhalgh provides numerous studies and reports to substantiate 
her position, some of which were noted in a letter sent late last week 
to Vermont state senators. In that letter, the organizations Common 
Cause, Verified Voting, Brennan Center for Justice, Public Citizen, and 
FreeSpeechforPeople.org all urged Vermont legislators to remove the 
electronic ballot return provisions from the bill. 

We strongly agree. Voting online is a great idea, but it’s clear that its 
security is not yet adequate. We encourage the Senate to thoroughly 
research this aspect of the bill, understand the assurances from vendors 
are suspect (follow the money), and rely on federal intelligence agencies 
to provide scientific assessments of the risks involved.

The Senate Government Operations Committee, chaired by Sen. Ruth 
Hardy, D-Addison County, will take up the bill after crossover on March 
17 and has confirmed her committee will review the security of these 
provisions in the bill thoroughly. For those looking for more information 
on the security of internet voting, here are two reports: https://tinyurl.
com/3cktprv2 and https://tinyurl.com/5n6h379e.

Angelo Lynn
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Digging out!
Ryan McNulty, assistant general manager of the Middlebury Snowbowl, spent part of Wednesday 

morning clearing the upper deck of the base lodge after this week’s storm. About 24-plus inches 
fell at the Snowbowl, as well as in mountain towns throughout Addison County.

Independent photo/Angelo Lynn
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Keep your mind active

elderlyservices.org/esi-college-march-april-2023/
802.388.3983

Elderly Services Inc.

March 15, 22, 29: 

April 6:

April 25:

REGISTER NOW! 

ESI COLLEGE SPRING CLASSES ON ZOOM

1:30-2:45 PM
US-China Relations

with John Berninghausen

10:30-11:45 PM 
John Elder’s

Book Discussion:
Braiding Sweetgrass

10:30-11:45 AM 
Robert Wyatt

on Walt Disney

 

OFFERING FREE SITE EVALUATIONS
(802) 453.2500      •       BristolElectronicsVT.com

Addison, VT Homeowner 
Recommends Bristol Electronics

“We are loving our new heat pump - it’s like our house 
suddenly got bigger!  The room has been warm even on 
recent cold nights - very impressive.”

 -Viveka Fox & Peter Macfarlane
Addison, VT

expenses. They are friends and 
neighbors who fell ill and lost their 
jobs. And now that food assistance 
programs which increased during 
the pandemic are shrinking or 
sunsetting, food insecure families 
and individuals in our Five-Town 
area will struggle more than ever to 
access nutritious meals. Our local 
food shelf helps them make it to the 
end of each month.

Presently, Have-a-Heart Food 
Shelf spends $4,500 every month 
just to keep its shelves stocked with 
groceries. One hundred percent of 
that money goes toward purchasing 
food for the nearly 300 individuals 
who currently receive groceries 
from the food shelf the fourth Friday 
of each month. No form-filling is 

required. Anyone living in Bristol, 
Lincoln, Monkton, New Haven or 
Starksboro is welcome.

Have-a-Heart Food Shelf is run 
entirely by volunteers, donations 
and grants, most of them from 
our local communities. No 
money is received from federal 
or state funds. Local businesses, 
organizations and individuals keep 
it afloat through their generous 
support. Have-a-Heart recently 
became the first grant recipient 
selected by 100 Women Who Care 
of Addison County. This year, also 
for the first time, a request for 
funds was submitted and passed at 
Bristol Town Meeting.

If you’re able, please help. Write 
a check once a year, or once a 
quarter, or once a month to Have-

a-Heart Food Shelf. Send checks 
to Allison Pouliot at 446 Hazel 
Drive in Bristol. Stock up on tuna, 
peanut butter, canned vegetables 
and canned fruits. Heading to 
Costco? Buy extras in bulk. Make 
sure expiration dates are a year or 
more out, in 2024 or 2025. Then 
bring these goods to the food drive 
at Shaw’s on April 1. 

Contact your legislators and 
urge them to support funding for 
nutritional assistance programs 
like 3SquaresVT and Everyone 
Eats for all our food insecure 
neighbors. We’re in this together.

Alice Leeds is a retired teacher 
who coordinates the Kitchen Soup 
Project (kitchensoupproject.org). 
Contact her at aleeds@gmavt.net.

Ways of Seeing
(Continued from Page 4A)

Wildlife agencies consider bear 
hunting to be a means of deterring 
these incidents but there is little 
evidence to support this. 

In fact, there is evidence that 
hunting bears is counterproductive 
as a means of reducing human-bear 
conflicts. A recent extensive study, 
using data from 2004 through 2019, 
concluded that the most effective 
way to manage bear and human 
interactions is through coexistence 
and proper management of 
attractants. (See the study in the 
Journal of Wildlife Management at 
doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.22363).

The comprehensive study, 
conducted in Ontario, Canada, 
investigated the relationship 
between the hunting of black bears 
and the number of negative human-
bear encounters. Data was collected 
on human-bear interactions before 
and after a new spring bear hunting 
season was introduced in selected 
wildlife management units in 
addition to the existing fall hunt. 
Reported negative incidents were 
studied before (2012 and 2013) 
and after (2014 and 2015) the 
spring season was added both in 
the selected hunting areas and 
in control areas with no spring 
hunt. In 2016 a spring season was 
implemented in the entire province. 
Data from 2004-2019 was analyzed 
to establish long-term patterns 
of confrontations before, during, 
and after this spring season was 
universally implemented. 

Results showed that more bears 
were killed when the spring season 
was implemented, but there was no 
reduction in the number of human-
bear interactions; in fact, there 
were more conflicts in areas with 
the new spring hunt than in control 
areas without hunting. The study’s 
authors conclude that: “Regulated, 
presumably sustainable harvest was 
ineffective at reducing human-bear 
interactions and incidents in the 
near-term and might have increased 
both.”

Lovett letter
(Continued from Page 4A)

I believe strongly that active 
forest management using 
current best harvesting practices 
contributes positively to the 
environment and the community.

Green Mountain National 
Forest (GMNF) timber harvesting 
is sustainable.

As one of the owners of a 
lumber mill in Bristol, I certainly 
have an interest in 
the harvest and the 
overall principles 
at stake. I also 
have a daughter, 
for whom I care 
deeply, and wish for 
her future a livable 
world. We all have 
an interest in the 
future of the planet. 
We are burning 
vast amounts of 
hydrocarbons to fuel 
our lives. It seems clear to me that 
burning so much fuel so quickly, 
fuel that took many millions of 
years to produce, will have an 
effect on the environment.

Let’s look at the forests of 
Vermont. In Vermont, every year 
we are harvesting a little less 
than half of the annual growth of 
timber. There is a higher timber 
inventory in the state every year, 
and increased carbon storage. 
We could harvest more, which 
I believe we should do, and still 
have a higher timber inventory 
at the end of every year, and 
increased carbon storage. Where 
we lose forest, it is primarily to 
development. The hardwood 
timber that we harvest is harvested 
sustainably and regenerates 
naturally with great vigor. This is 
one of the most frustrating parts 
of the discussion for me as we are 
already doing a good job here in 
Vermont and forest managers are 
falsely cast as destructive. The 
managers of the GMNF have been 
recognized as national leaders 
in restoration forestry and are 
doing world-class forestry on the 
national forest.

Old growth trees are not 
threatened:

On the GMNF, the managers 
know the landscape intimately, 
they have a lot of ground-based 
data from their extensive boots-
on-the-ground experience in the 
forest. The only old growth timber 
within the project area lies within 

the Cape Research Natural Area, 
where harvesting is not allowed. 
Claims that the GMNF team 
plans to log old growth forests of 
200-plus years is simply not true, 
and such claims discredit the fine 
work of the GMNF team. Trees 
from 80 to 150 years old are the 
main age grouping harvested for 
lumber mills, and that has always 

been true.
I believe that on 

the National Forest, 
more than half 
of the forest will 
never be harvested. 
Some of that land 
is designated as 
wilderness and 
significant other 
acreage has usage 
designations where 
harvesting is not 
allowed, is too 

steep, contains wetlands, has too 
high an elevation, and so forth. 
This means that over 200,000 
acres of the National Forest in 
Vermont is already destined to be 
old growth forest. There are also 
significant areas that are pulled 
from any National Forest harvest 
for the same reasons listed above.

Climate action matters:
I read recently that the Amazon 

basin in Brazil lost roughly 13,000 
square miles of rainforest during 
the four-year presidency of Jair 
Bolsonaro, or about 8,400,000 
acres. This is a land area about 
45% larger than Vermont. To me 
this provides a good definition of 
not being sustainable. Some of 
those forest products have found 
their way into the international 
marketplace, competing with 
locally produced products. 
The flooring at flooring outlet 
stores might have come from 
that rainforest. The beef we are 
eating for dinner and the palm 
oil keeping our peanut butter oil 
from separating may have been 
produced in previously cleared 
rainforest, proving again that 
simple choices in our everyday 
lives have significant effects on 
the climate and what happens 
all over the world. Every day 
we decide many environmental 
issues by what we choose to spend 
money on. A bit tangentially, 
every time a solar project 
or power line improvement 
project or wind power project is 

vigorously opposed as wrong for 
the community, one has to ask, 
when are we going to make the 
uncomfortable choices that will 
provide renewable energy and 
the ability to move that energy to 
where it is needed?

Forest products are used in our 
lives every day:

In Vermont, and throughout the 
United States, there is a serious 
housing shortage, causing 
home prices and rents to rise 
and many people struggle to 
find and sometimes fail to find 
a place to live. The products to 
build those homes will come 
from somewhere, perhaps the 
truly destructive harvesting in 
the Amazon will provide some 
of those products. Saying, “Too 
bad for you, we are going to stop 
building homes,” is not a solution 
either. I believe that products 
made from timber harvested from 
the forests of Vermont, including 
federal, state and private lands 
should be among the products 
used in those homes because we 
are harvesting sustainably.

I believe that harvesting 
in the National Forest is the 
environmentally responsible 
thing to do, acknowledging 
that we consume products and 
knowing about and seeing 
the source of those products. 
We can displace products in 
the marketplace that are not 
sustainable, particularly if people 
spend their dollars carefully, 
knowing the source of the timber 
and the labor to produce those 
products. Stopping harvesting 
in the National Forest does not 
mean that forest products will not 
be harvested, it means that the 
harvesting will occur elsewhere, 
where regeneration of the forest 
may not occur. I believe the 
Telephone Gap project is well 
conceived, utilizes solid science 
and harvesting practices, and 
has an excellent purpose in 
improving the health of the forest, 
providing improved recreational 
opportunities, wildlife habitat, 
sustainable forest products for 
items we and others use in our 
lives every day, and of course, 
jobs in the community, perhaps 
for your neighbor. I consider that 
to be managing the forest for 
everyone, and for the climate.

Careful logging actually a boon

Community
 Forum

This week’s writer 
is Kenneth Johnson, 
general manager 
and one of the 
owners of The A. 
Johnson Co. LLC in 
Bristol.

of the tower, and Mark and I sat 
down for the design huddle. We 
had our standard disagreement 
over the shear strength of cake and 
the laws of physics, both of which 
Mark thinks I made up to hinder his 
artistic vision. I held firm until he 
agreed, grumbling, to work within 
the bounds of reality.

 After three evenings in his wood 
shop, he dragged in a two-foot-tall, 
three-sided, tapered wooden tower 
with a platform on top, on which 
I would place the cake “lookout.” 
The tower weighed more than the 
birthday girl and took me a full day 
to paint.

After Mark’s impressive 
construction, my clumsy fondant-
covered cake was a bit of a letdown. 
It looked less like a glass-walled 
building with peaked red roof and 
more like a lumpy blue-and-red 
yurt.

But I made up for it with the 
cartoonish yellow telescope that 
jutted out of the roof. I sculpted it 
out of Rice Krispie treats and — of 
course — wrapped it in canary 
yellow fondant.

Overall, our granddaughter 

Jessie
(Continued from Page 4A)

was thrilled with the tower. She 
grimaced a bit at the cake part but 
didn’t say anything, probably only 
because she doesn’t know the word 
for “yurt.” And once the cake was 
removed, she wasted no time in 
populating the tower with her Paw 
Patrol toys.

Mark and I went home and took 
naps.

We have nine months until our 
grandson’s eighth birthday, but 

if we’re going to keep outdoing 
ourselves, we can’t get lazy. In fact, 
Mark has already started milling 
out the lumber for the occasion; 
this project is going to be a real 
showstopper.

For my part, I’m stocking up on 
powdered sugar and food coloring. 
You would not believe how much 
fondant it takes to cover a 10-by-
14-foot tiny house.

Factors influencing the numbers 
of bears killed by hunters and the 
causes of human-bear conflicts were 
also studied. The results echo those 
of several other studies conducted in 
the U.S. and Canada demonstrating 
the negative impact of hunting 
large carnivores on controlling 
negative interactions with humans 
or livestock. According to the 
authors, “Programs promoting 
coexistence between people and 
wildlife, including education, 
capacity building, and management 
of unnatural food sources are likely 
to be the most successful at reducing 
conflicts between people and bears.”

Several independent studies show 
that bears generally avoid people 
when natural food is available to 
them. In Ontario and many U.S. 
states bears are hunted primarily 
with bait. In Vermont, baiting bears 
is prohibited but other unnatural 
attractants, such as unprotected corn 
fields or beehives, bird feeders, and 
accessible animal feed may attract 
bears just as effectively. 

Because bears are opportunistic 
feeders these practices reinforce 
and condition them to seek 
unnatural food sources. This is 
especially pronounced in the spring 
when bears emerge hungry from 
hibernation, and continues into the 
summer months as they forage for 
the calories necessary to fatten up 
for the winter. The data affirms that 
“there were indeed greater rates of 
conflict between bears and people 
… after the initiation of the spring 

season.”
Hunting bears is ineffective as 

a conflict deterrent and may make 
the problem worse. The authors 
conclude: “A suite of measures 
promoting coexistence including 
attractant management, education, 
enforcement of regulations on 
securing attractants, and local 
capacity building for management 
of conflicts will help to ensure 
viable populations of carnivores 
while limiting the potential negative 
effects on human safety and 
livelihoods.”

In Vermont, 20% of the bear 
population has been hunted and 
killed in the last couple of years. 
Many hunters use the excuse 
of reducing bear conflicts as 
justification for the hunt. But 
research clearly proves that to be 
wrong. Close to half of the bears 
killed in Vermont each year are 
females, many of them probably 
have cubs or yearlings. When these 
orphans lose the protection and 
guidance of their mothers, they may 
become the very “nuisance” bears 
we hear complaints about. 

There is much to consider when it 
comes to killing and managing these 
animals, including social dynamics, 
habitat loss and fragmentation, 
the impact of climate change, 
and the role of human behavior. I 
urge Vermont Fish & Wildlife to 
consider this science seriously when 
recommending policy.

Jennifer Lovett
Starksboro

FOR THEIR GRANDSON’S birthday, Jessie Raymond and her 
handy husband whipped up this rainforest cake the size of a coffee 
table with two fondant-covered cakes connected by a real rope 
bridge. Yes, that is a cake.
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If you want a monument - get it from a monument dealer!

Celebrating 92 years | 1930-2022

57 Main St., New Haven   |   802-453-3433 
CleggsMemorials.com    |   info@cleggsmemorials.com

WE DO OUR OWN
Drafting  •  Lettering  •  Sandblast 

Cleaning   •   Foundations
Setting  •  Restoration
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Family owned and operated
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Affordable Cremation  
& Burial Plans 

The only on-site crematory in Addison County. 
Locally owned & operated by Walter Ducharme

Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral Home  
117 South Main St. Middlebury, VT  

802-388-2311
sandersonfuneralservice.com

Peace of Mind
is Knowing Your Loved One 

Never Leaves Our Care

Obituaries
ADDISON
COUNTY

Michael Lyman Bessette, formerly of Panton
BURLINGTON — Michael 

Lyman Bessette of Burlington, Vt., 
passed away on March 10, 2023. 

Michael was born in Vergennes, 
Vt., on Sept. 10, 1948. He grew up 
on the family farm in Panton, Vt., 
where he also attended a one room 
schoolhouse before graduating from 
Vergennes Union High School. He 
later moved to the Burlington area 
and became a welder. He worked in 
several machine shops in his life.

Michael is survived by his wife of 
nearly 45 years, Arline (Stockwell) 
Bessette, and children Eric Michael 

Bessette and Eva Maire Bessette; 
his brothers Andy (Cheryl) and 
Ron; his brothers-in-law Harland 
(Karen) and Richard (Anita) 
Stockwell, and several nieces and 
nephews.

Michael was preceded in death 
by his parents, Dwight Sr. and Alice 
Bessette and brother Dwight Jr.

Michael loved to go camping 
with his family. Michael’s favorite 
camping trip was a trip he took in 
2004 with his wife out west.

The wake will be in the 
Reid Booth room at the United 

Methodist Church, 21 Buell 
Street in Burlington on March 
18, from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
The funeral will be at 1 p.m. in 
the sanctuary with a reception to 
follow in fellowship hall. Parking 
is in the parking garage across the 
street. Entrance to the garage is on 
Bank Street. 

In lieu of flowers please 
send a donation to the United 
Methodist Church, 21 Buell Street, 
Burlington, VT. Masks are required 
at all events.◊

CLARA MAY (CAMPBELL) 
MARTIN

Clara May (Campbell) Martin, 92, of Bristol
BRISTOL — On Friday, March 

10, 2023, Clara May (Campbell) 
Martin passed away surrounded 
by family. She was 92. A lifelong 
Vermonter, expert seamstress, 
talented cake decorator, and most 
recently a puzzle fanatic, she was 
born Nov. 20, 1930, in Orange. 
Clara left school after 8th grade to 
help her large family. As a teenager, 
she was working as a crossing guard 
in Richmond when she met the love 
of her life, Max. Together they 
raised seven children and enjoyed 
nearly 50 years of marriage. Garage 
sale enthusiasts, they traveled the 
region in their van and camper, 
searching for treasured collectibles.  

While Clara’s children were 
in school, her home in Bristol 
was a beloved daycare for the 
neighborhood. She always had a 
sewing project near her machine, 
including years producing 
Vegimals for Freemountain Toys, 
and a kitchen full of cakes, trays of 
frosting flowers, and cake scraps 
(much to the delight of visitors!), 
while producing hundreds of 
wedding and other event cakes.  

Never one to forget a special date, 
she recognized all occasions with 
a card and phone call to her large 
family. Clara enjoyed community 
dinners with her friends, Barbara 

Hanson and Lucile Cousino. In the 
last year, she enjoyed fun times 
with her friends, Bea and Susan at 
Shard Villa. 

Clara is survived by her children, 
Linda Osborn, Joanna Tatro, 
Maxine (Norman) Cobb, Ray 
(Denise) Martin, Diane (Phil) 
Livingston, Debra (Alan) Bessette, 
and Betty (Ronald) Brown; 
grandchildren, Karen Osborn, Seth 
(Amanda) Perry, Nathan (Melissa) 
Perry, Norm (April) Cobb, Rebecca 
(Cory) Coffey, Amos (Christine) 
Martin, Philip (Dawn) Livingston, 
Mark (Dana) Livingston, Melissa 
(Matthew) DeBlois, Christopher 

(Nariah) Bessette, Jody Brown and 
Louis Brown; great-grandchildren, 
Mary and Peter Lynch, Evan Perry, 
Jackson and Charlotte Coffey, 
Karissa and Brailey Livingston, 
Mason and Maverick Livingston, 
Xander and Xavier DeBlois, Hunter 
Brown, Natalie, Abby and Dom; 
sister, Edna Corliss; sister-in-law, 
Edna Campbell; and many nieces 
and nephews.

Clara was predeceased by 
her husband, Max Isham Ruell 
Martin; sons-in-law, Kenneth 
(Ozzie) Osborn and Francis Tatro; 
granddaughter Laurie Lynch 
Goetz; and siblings, Hiriam, Elisha, 
Marion, Clarence, Albert, George, 
Arlene, Eugene, and Frank.

The family would like to thank 
the staff of Shard Villa and Porter 
Medical Center for their exceptional 
care.  

Visiting hours are Monday, 
March 20, 5-8 p.m. and a 
celebration of her life will be held 
on Tuesday, March 21 at 11 a.m., 
both at the Brown-McClay Funeral 
Home in Bristol. In lieu of flowers, 
the family suggests donations in 
Clara’s name to American Legion 
Post 19 or First Baptist Church of 
Bristol. To send online condolences 
to her family, please visit www.
brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com. ◊

LAURIS MARIE KILBOURN 
CHAMBERLAIN

Richard C. Lewis, 72, of Brandon

BRISTOL — On Thursday, 
March 2, 2023, Lauris Marie 
Kilbourn Chamberlain, of Bristol, 
Vt., passed away peacefully, 
surrounded in light by her loving 
family and dear friends. She was 
54 years old.  

Lauris was born in Burlington, 
Vt., on Dec. 17, 1968, to Jeannine 
B. Kilbourn and John A. Kilbourn 
Jr. She grew up in Bristol, graduated 
from Mt. Abraham Union High 
School in 1987, and went on to 
Champlain College.

While working at the A&W in 
Middlebury, Vt., Lauris met her 
“boyfriend” and love of her life, 
Benjamin S. Chamberlain. On June 
14, 1997, they were united in love. 
Lauris and Ben were married for 26 
years, and together for 33 blissful 
ones. 

Lauris inspired and touched the 
lives of many, many people. For 
over 20 years, her laughter and 
beautiful smile lit up the halls of 
the Special Education Department 
at Mt. Abe in Bristol, as she worked 
with her “work family” to help 
students navigate their years of 
school. 

Lauris had an unforgettable laugh 
and giggle that would brighten your 
day. She saw the good in everyone 
and surrounded herself and others 

with joy, positivity, bubbles, 
rose petals, and a “little piece of 
magic in her pocket.” Lauris was 
the “sparkle in the pixie dust” 
and would share this specialness 
to brighten the eyes of a tearful 
child. She took all her life lessons 
and reflected them back into the 
universe each day, never taking one 
for granted.  

She loved sunsets at camp, porch 
time, family, old and new friends, 
dancing, her dogs, community, 
arranging flowers, camping, writing 
poetry and creating artwork, and 
being by the river, lakes and ocean. 

Lauris brought people together. 
She lived in the moment, loved to 
laugh, gave the best hugs, practiced 
gratitude and forgiveness. She 
always shared fresh flowers at 
family gatherings, and cherished 
time with family and close friends. 

Lauris was predeceased by 
her parents, Jeannine and John 
Kilbourn Jr., as well as her dear 
brother, Joel A. Kilbourn.

She was adored and is survived 
by her beloved husband, Benjamin 
Chamberlain; their son Linwood 
Chamberlain (his wife Katie); her 
stepmother, Sara Trudeau (John 
Kilbourn’s lifelong partner); sister 
Lynn Kilbourn, her son Michael 
Kilbourn, and his sons, Kai and 
Maks; sister Louise Kilbourn-
Brynn, daughter, Devon Mroczek 
(her husband Ross) and their 
children, Ellie and Miles, and 
daughter, Callie Brynn (her partner 
Cam Barrows); and her brother Alan 
Kilbourn, his son John Kilbourn-
Strout (his partner Calista Sargent) 
and  their daughter, Cassie; as well 
as many aunts, uncles, cousins, 
relatives, and the dearest of friends.  

In Lieu of flowers, Lauris asked 
that you give a “Just because” gift 
to someone who needs it.

A celebration of Lauris’ life will 
be held in May, 2023.◊

BRANDON — Richard C. 
Lewis, 72, passed away Tuesday, 
March 7, 2023, at University 
of Vermont Medical Center, 
Burlington. A complete obituary 

will follow in this paper.
Arrangements are under the 

direction of Miller & Ketcham 
Funeral Home, Brandon.

Skate Brace 
celebration of life
BRISTOL — Please join us 

for a celebration of life for Skate 
Brace, who passed way this past 
Oct. 1. The celebration will be on 
Saturday, April 1, 2023, at 1 p.m. at 
the Bristol Legion.

SKATE BRACE

Lauris Marie Kilbourn Chamberlain, 54, of Bristol
MILDRED ‘MILLIE’ ILENE 

(DELPHIA) LONGEY

Mildred ‘Millie’ Ilene (Delphia) Longey, 96, of Middlebury
SALISBURY — Mildred 

‘Millie’ Ilene (Delphia) Longey, 
96, of Middlebury, died on Sunday 
evening, March 12, 2023, at Shard 
Villa after a short illness. Millie 
was born on Seminary Street in 
Middlebury, Vt., on April 2, 1926, 
the daughter of Warren and Cecilia 
(Maheu) Delphia. She lived since 
March 2022 at Shard Villa in 
Salisbury, Vt., and from 2004-2022 
at The Meadows in Middlebury.

Millie spent her childhood years 
in Middlebury and then starting at 
nine years old lived on her family’s 
farm in Bridport. She graduated 
from Middlebury High School 
in 1943. On Jan. 19, 1944, she 
married Hugh “Hughie” Longey of 
Richford, Vt. After her marriage, 
she continued to live in Addison 
County for the rest of her life.

During her marriage, she 
dedicated her time to raising her 
children while being employed 
at several restaurants, including 
the Cannon Restaurant and 
the Belmont in the Town Hall 
Theater. In 1959, Millie and 
Hughie established the Cornwall 
Country Store on Route 30. They 
sold the store in 1988, and it had 
become a much-loved Cornwall 
institution over the previous 29 
years. Around 1961, they began 

their long association with the 
Cornwall Fire Dept. Hughie was a 
firefighter; Millie was a dispatcher, 
as well as leader for many events 
— weddings, bazaars, chicken 
BBQs, and other fundraisers. In 
2003, Millie was honored for 40 
Years of Distinguished Service 
by the Vermont State Firefighters’ 
Association and made a Life 
Member of the Cornwall Fire Dept.

Millie is survived by daughter 
Linda Longey of Shoreham; 
daughter-in-law Mary Longey 
of Middlebury; granddaughters 
Becky Holsen of Phoenix, Ariz., 

and Jennifer Jacobs of Middlebury; 
three great-grandchildren Kiara 
Olden (Tyler), Elizabeth Coltey, 
and Maya Jacobs; and one great-
great-grandson Hunter Olden. She 
was predeceased by husband Hugh 
Longey, son Ernest (Ernie) Longey, 
son Reginald (Reggie) Longey 
of Brandon, and granddaughter 
Kimberly McCarthy of Boston.

A service to celebrate Millie’s 
life will be held at Sanderson-
Ducharme Funeral Service on 
South Main Street in Middlebury 
on Friday, March 31, at 11 a.m. 
Calling hours will be from 10-11 
a.m. at Sanderson’s. A burial at 
the Evergreen Cemetery in West 
Cornwall will be held at a later 
date. 

In lieu of flowers the 
family requests that memorial 
contributions in Millie’s name be 
made to the Cornwall Fire Dept., 
1952 Route 30, Cornwall, VT 
05753; Addison County Home 
Health and Hospice, 254 Ethan 
Allen Highway, Middlebury, VT 
05753; or Town Hall Theater, PO 
Box 128, Middlebury, VT 05753.

Arrangements under the 
direction of Sanderson-Ducharme 
Funeral Home. Online condolences 
at www.sandersonfuneralservice.
com. ◊

Thank you Everyone.
The Family of Richard LaFave 
would like to thank 
everyone for the 
cards, calls, 
thoughts 
and prayers, 
following the 
loss of our 
wife, mother 
and grandmother 
Barbara LaFave our 
family leader. The pouring of 
kindness and prayers were 
very comforting to myself 
and our family at this very 
sad time. Thank you!

BRUCE R. BALDWIN

Bruce R. Baldwin, 67, of East Middlebury
EAST MIDDLEBURY — 

Bruce R. Baldwin, 67, of East 
Middlebury, Vt., passed away 
after a long illness on March 2, 
2023. Bruce was born in Charlotte, 
Vt., to Roderick R. and Shirley T. 
Baldwin on Feb. 15, 1956.  

Bruce was a loving husband 
and father, kind and gentle, full 
of compassion and a man of great 
humor. He loved to sing and had 
an encyclopedic knowledge of 
World War II.

Bruce grew up in Charlotte and 
attended Chaplain Valley Union 
High School, graduating in 1974. 
He attended Castleton College 
where he met the love of his life, 
Ramona. After college he spent 
the majority of his career working 

for the Vermont Agency of Human 
Services and for the Counseling 
Service of Addison County.

Bruce is predeceased by his 
mother, Shirley Baldwin; father, 
Roderick Baldwin; and sister Ruth 
Orr. He is survived by his wife, 
Ramona; and son, Jeremy Baldwin 
and his wife April; a sister, Nancy 
Portnow; and brother, Guy 
Baldwin; and two special friends, 
Mel Robiner and John Travis.

A Celebration of Life for Bruce 
is planned for a future date. 

The family asks that Memorial 
Contributions be made to 
Homeward Bound of Addison 
County Humane Society, 336 
Boardman St., Middlebury, 
Vermont, a donation to your local 
food shelf, or if it’s in your heart 
please honor Bruce by planting a 
tree in a place you love. ◊

The Independent will publish paid obituaries and 
free notices of passing. Paid obituaries cost 25 cents 
per word and will be published, as submitted, on the 
date of the family’s choosing. For those who do not 
wish to purchase an obituary, the Independent offers 
a free notice of passing up to 100 words, subject to 
editing by our news department. Photos (optional) 

with either paid obituaries or free notices cost $10 
per photo. Obituaries may be emailed to obits@
addisonindependent.com.

Submissions must be received by 11 a.m. on 
Wednesday for publication in the Thursday paper. 
Email obits@addisonindependent.com or call 802-
388-4944 for more information.

Obituary Guidelines

William John Clark, 74, of Bristol
RUTLAND — William John 

Clark of Bristol, Vt., passed away 
on March 11, 2023, peacefully, 
with family by his side, at Rutland 
Regional Hospital.

He was born on April 23, 1948, 
the son of John Clark and Esther 
(Martell) Clark. He was married to 
Betty (Freegard) Clark for over 30 
years.

He worked for B.F. Goodrich for 
34 years. He served in the Marines 
from 1968-1970 and the Army 
Reserves from 1975-1977. He 
enjoyed spending his time fishing 
and being with his family.

He leaves two sons, Cody and 
Arthur; two brothers, Ricky and 

Larry; sister Robin and their 
spouses. He also leaves the Munson 
Family that was a big part of his 
life growing up.

He was predeceased by his 
parents and three brothers, Richard, 
Ronald (wife Linda) and Donald.

I want to say thank you to the 
Rutland Regional Hospital for the 
great care they took of him — both 
the ICU Unit and the Comfort Care 
Unit.

There won’t be a service at 
this time. There will be a service 
at a later date to honor him. 
To send online condolences to 
his family please visit www.
brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com. ◊
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BRISTOL, VT

1, 2, AND 3 BEDROOM APARTMENTS
Addison County Community Trust is now accepting applications 
for 1, 2, and 3 bedroom apartments for Firehouse Apartments! 
Currently under construction, the mixed-income buildings are 
located in Bristol, Vermont. Projected move in dates of 9/1/23. 
Rents range from $746-$995 for a 1 BR, $894-$1,200 for a 2 BR 
unit and $1,240 for a 3 BR unit.  ALL utilities included. Open 
floor plans, mountain views, community gardens, bike racks, 
parking, and laundry on site. Must be an approved applicant 
to be considered. Application process includes housing & 
character references, criminal background check, and credit 
check. All income and assets must be verified before move-in, 
and income limits apply.

More info and applications and income limits on our website at: 
https://www.addisontrust.org/rental-apartment-application-process.html  

or contact Alice (802)877-2626 x 108, TDD 771 or email Alice@
addisontrust.org   Accessible units available. Equal Housing 

Opportunity.

254 Ethan Allen Highway, New Haven (Route 7)  |  P.O. Box 754, Middlebury 05753  |  802-388-7259  |  ACHHH.org 

We welcome all community members whether or not they or a loved one have had care
from us in the past. Thanks to generous donors, the groups are being offered free of charge.
Rev. Stephen Payne, ACHHH Chaplain and Stephanie Corliss, LICSW, will lead the groups.

Healthy snacks and coffee will be provided.

Please call the ACHHH office at 388-7259 to complete a brief screening process and to sign up.

Addison County Home Health and Hospice is hosting Grief Support Groups 
beginning on April 5th continuing for eight weeks on Wednesdays until May 24th.

These meetings will be held in person at the beautiful Champlain Valley Unitarian Universalist Society
located at 2 Duane Court in Middlebury from 3:00pm-4:30pm.

This spacious 4-bedroom house has a large living and dining room, working 
fireplace, 2.5 baths, and a large playroom or study/work room/office 
upstairs. It also features a separate apartment (1 bedroom plus separate 
office room) in addition to a living room/kitchen and full bath, for rental 
income if needed, or convert it to more living space for the family. The 
home is Ideal for a growing family that wants horses, chickens with great 
location for a farmstand with ample sun for growing veggies. Large, 
structurally solid barn with slate roof and separate shed with slate roof. 
Accessible woodlot on two of the upper acres. Cable and excellent  
Wi-Fi. Six-month renovation is just being completed, but property has 
yet to be listed. Be the first to check it out!

B R A N D O N R E P O R T E R . C O M / B R A N D O N F A R M H O U S E

FOR 
SALE  
Brandon Farmhouse  
with 4 Acres  
Newly Renovated
with Apartment

More info & pricing 
available online

MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 
Union High School has released 
its honor roll for the second quarter 
of the 2022-23 academic year. 
Students named to the roll include:
GRADE 9

High Honors: Mattisen 
Austin, Solstice Binder, Maya 
Breckenridge, Cooper Cannon, 
Navah Glikman, Grace Ritter and 
Erin Sears.

Honors: Miranda Almeida-
Perez, Marilyn Almeida-Perez, 
Esra Anzali, Kirin Biancosino, 
Marolyn Bingham, Isabeau Blake, 
Sierra Bloom, Nicholas Bonner, 
Elizabeth Bunt, Lyle Carey, 
Nick Carpenter, Matias Citarella, 
Kenyon Connors, Kisung Davis, 
Quinn Doria, Oscar Drake, Phoebe 
Edmonds-Beattie, Theodore Fallis, 
Ivy Gates, Lucy Goetz, Maxwell 
Goodfellow and Berkeley Graham-
Gurland.

Also, Kaden Hammond, Ireland 
Hanley, Mary Harrington, Emily 
Johnson, Jonathan Kafumbe, Olivia 
Kearley, Jonathan Kehoe, Maryam 
Khan, Asher Lehman, Kendall 
Leno, Quinn Mackey, Vaughn 
McAuliffe, Callan McDowell, 
Jayden Nazareth, Rearden Riney, 
Sutton Rubright, Maren Shubert, 
Nathan Stefani, Laila Sunderland, 
Molly Thalen, Isabella Vukoder, 
Alixis Williams, Sawyer Witscher 
and Anna Wolosinski.

Honorable Mention: Gunnar 
Boe, Gabriel Hamel, Finn Johnson, 
Steven Lackard and Makyliah 
Tellier.
GRADE 10

High Honors: Eva Andrews, 
Sarah Benz, Keil Broderson, India 
Danyow, George Devlin, Addison 
Dunakin, Independence Fetterolf, 
Avery Hamilton, Elizabeth 
McIntosh, Emma Morrissey, 
Margaret Orten, Ethan Spritzer and 
Ronan Young.

Honors: Matthew Berg, Merisa 
Bergeron, Joseph Bergevin, 
Angus Blackwell, Jessie Bodette, 
Sophia Boise, Kassidy Brown, 
Elsa Burrows, Aaron Carr-
Perlow, Clara Chant, Oliver 
Choudhury, Quinn Collins, Lila 
Cook Yoder, Mai Doan, Jillian 
Dragon, Piper Farnsworth, Lucas 
Flinner, Gedeleine Franklin, Aven 
Frankovic and Xavier Fuentes-
George.

Also, Anika Heppell, Meredith 
Horne, Juliette Hunsdorfer, 
Georgie Kiel, Margaret 
Klingensmith, Ella Kozak, Sophia 
Lawton, Tassilo Luksch, Aislynne 
McGill, Jake Mitchell, Tucker 
Morter, Jackson Murray, Baker 
Nelson, Luke Nuceder, Haakon 
Olsen, GeorgiaPeach Parmelee-
Varkoutas, Aiden Pellerin, Cecilia 
Poduschnick, Cooper Quinn, 
Silas Quinn, Gabriel Schmitt, 
Ava Schneider, Addison Schnoor, 
Ian Sinclair, Jacques Snell, Alex 
Sperry, Penelope Stein, Amaya 
Trautweiler, Jackson Trump, Ada 
Weaber and Camden Whitlock.

Honorable Mention: Kayleigh 
Beane, Tanner Burns, Avery Carl, 
Greyson Dennison and Pelagia 
Slater.
GRADE 11

High Honors: Maura Connelly, 
Elena Di Cesare Luceno, Tobias 
Draper, Simone Duquette-
Hoffman, Baxter Harrington, 
Milo Rees, Harper Werme, Henry 
Weston and Dinah Whitmarsh.

Honors: Iver Anderson, Kellan 
Bartlett, Fiamma Battistini, Hope 
Bellinger, Caleb Burrows, Audrey 
Carpenter, Morgan Corbett, 
Julian Cotell, Emma Deering, 
Mahina Elchibekova, Edward 
Fallis, Lily Finn, Stella Hardy-
Mittell, Eliot Heminway, Diana 
Herasim, August Hodde, Morgan 
Jenne, Zach Jette, Jacob Kemp, 
Aiden LaDuke, Paulina Leukel, 
Connor McNamara, Elliot Monk, 
Reanna Nazareth, Aidan Nelson, 
Brian Newton, Caroline Nicolai, 
Stephen Nuciolo, Sienna Rubright, 
Wyatt Stearns, Silas Taylor, 
Benjamin Torres, Zuri Voorhees, 
Cole Warren, Shyanne Wedge, 
Christopher White and Isabella 
Wilbur.

Honorable Mention: Asa 
Baker-Rouse, Dante Beck, Casey 
Calzini, Carter Paquette, Elias Pike, 
Elliott Slavin, Timothy Whitney.
GRADE 12

High Honors: Declan 
Anderson, Narges Anzali, Melody 
Berenbaum, Aidan Chance, Nyna 
Cole, Madison Cram, Arianna 
Graham-Gurland, Dahlia Harrison-
Irwin, Elise Heppell, Lily Lapiner, 
Alexis Nichols, Maeve Roche, 
Vivian Ross and Ronen Silberman.

Honors: Kelsey Altemose, 
Stella Andrews, Willem Berry, 
Arusha Binder, Nathan Bingham, 
Camila Blanco, Trey Bosworth, 
Helen Brayton, Naomi Brightman, 
Layne Chant, Mary Conklin, 
Hannah Cormier, Elisabeth 
Crawford, Maddie Crowne, 
Tayden deMeurers, Hana Doria, 
Seina Dowgiewicz, Lydia Dragon, 
Megan Gemignani, Shannon 
Gillett, Amanda Gomes and Paige 
Hescock.

Also, Ainsleigh Johnson, Evan 
Krizo, Colin MacGuffie, Eli 
Marks, Genevieve Mott, Jillian 
Nop, Konan Pasciak, Cadyn 
Pitner, Terrian Quesnel, Adelaide 
Riche, James Riney, Lia Robinson, 
Eliot Schneider, Trevor Schnoor, 
Benjamin Seaton, Eleanna Sellers, 
Abigail Stafford, Cameron Stone, 
Lewis Suchomel, Jacob Terrien, 
Jack Trudeau, John Wallace, 
Toby Wells-Spackman, Fynnian 
Whitlock, Zachary Wilkerson and 
Nora Wootten.

Honorable Mention: 
Chalamiysh Alexander, Connor 
Bachand, Kagen Besser-Jones, 
Wu Dong, Carter Hubbell, Henry 
Hunsdorfer, Owen Lawton, Aslan 
Peters, Cole Schnoor, Nicholas 
Sheldrick, Landon Shubert, 
Charles Stone and Nolan Warner.

MUHS honor roll

By NADIE VANZANDT
Extension Master Gardener
University of Vermont

As you plan for the new growing 
season have you thought to check 
if the seeds and plants you plan 
to propagate are protected as 
“intellectual property?”

For thousands of years, people 
have freely propagated plants to 
share with others. A gratifying 
and economical way to multiply 
favorite plants, plant propagation 
became controversial in the United 
States when horticulturists began 
to develop novel cultivars with 
unique properties.

On May 23, 1930, President 
Herbert Hoover signed into law 
a bill called the Plant Patent Act. 
This bill was created to encourage 
private investment in plant breeding 
while protecting growers who spent 
extensive time (sometimes years) 
and money perfecting a cultivar 
only to have their invention freely 
reproduced and sold by others for 
profit.

Granted through the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office 
(USPTO), the law, codified as Title 
35 United States Code, Section 
161, gives growers legal rights to 
exclude others from reproducing, 
using, selling or offering for sale 
their invention for a non-renewable 
period of 20 years.

A plant patent specifically 
protects the vegetative or asexual 
reproduction of a newly invented 
plant cultivar. Asexual reproduction 
refers to the propagation of a plant 
without using its sexually fertilized 
seeds.

Because vegetative reproduction 
results in an exact genetic replica of 
the parent plant, various methods 
are protected by the plant patent. 
According to the USPTO, this 
includes “root cuttings, grafting, 
budding, apomictic seeds, bulbs, 
division, slips, layering, rhizomes, 
runners, corms, tissue culture” and 
more.

In addition, the USPTO issues 
another form of intellectual 
property protection called a 
utility patent that protects specific 
attributes of a plant such as disease-
resistance and seeds, among others. 

What’s more, the Plant Variety 
Protection Act of 1970 is a federal 
law that preserves reproduction 
rights of new sexually and asexually 
reproduced plants, seeds and tubers 
for 20 years while trees and vines 
are protected for 25 years. Growers 
obtain Plant Variety Protection 
(PVP) certificates through the 
Plant Variety Protection Office 
(PVPO) at the U.S. Department of 

BEFORE PROPAGATING PLANTS to share with others, gardeners should ensure that doing so will not 
violate growers’ legal rights as defined through the Plant Patent Act and Plant Variety Protection Act of 
1970. 
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Seed savers, check your plants’ intellectual property

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — On Tuesday 

the Vergennes City Council 
discussed a special city election 
that could be scheduled for late 
this spring or early summer and 
have multiple items on the ballot: 
a new lease for the Vergennes 
Opera House on the second story 
of Vergennes City Hall, a lease for 
nonprofit county internet provider 
Maple Broadband for a small parcel 
of city land on Comfort Hill, and 
confirmation of legal status for a 
number of city reserve funds.

Voters must approve all real 
estate transactions, per the city 
charter. Redmond said the proposed 
opera house all-access project, 
which includes an elevator tower at 
the left rear of the city hall, would 

require an amended lease.
The Maple Broadband question 

is complicated by the question 
of potential compensation to the 
city. Maple Broadband board 
member (and Vergennes Planning 
Commission Chair) Shannon 
Haggett told the council “nothing 
is off the table,” but that the 
nonprofit’s mission, now solely 
grant-funded, limited what it could 
offer.

Maple Broadband’s financial 
backing consists mainly of 
government grants, much of it from 
American Rescue Plan Act funding 
through municipal contributions 
and the Vermont Broadband Board. 

Maple Broadband hopes to put 
a “communications hub” on the 
northeast corner of McIntosh Park 

with frontage on Comfort Hill. For 
that purpose, it seeks a long-term 
easement for a 60-foot-by-30-foot 
parcel to house a 9.5-foot-high, 
240-square-foot building with 
exterior generators and HVAC units 
and a transformer, to be surrounded 
by a chain-link fence. Maple 
Broadband officials said they were 
also considering other options, 
including a private site nearby.

Among compensation 
possibilities are the internet provider 
helping to fund the election and 
providing service to city buildings 
once it reaches Vergennes, which 
Haggett estimated would not be 
for five years because the Vermont 
Broadband Board wants Maple 
Broadband to focus on unserved 
and underserved areas first. 

Redmond said the city’s new 
professional auditor recommended 
that several reserve funds receive 
voter approval to conform with the 
Vergennes charter.

Deputy Mayor Dickie Austin 
said he backed “the idea of 
consolidation” of the various items 
in a special election, in part to avoid 
cluttering a general election ballot. 
He called the opera house lease 
a “no-brainer” and the approval 
of the funds “housekeeping,” but 
said the Maple Broadband question 
“needs to be fleshed out.”

Haggett said Maple Broadband 
hopes for a prompt decision in 
order to begin work on a site by this 
fall, and the council agreed to take 
up the special election questions 
and process at its next meeting. 

City eyes election on opera house, Maple Broadband

Agriculture. PVP-certified seeds 
or tubers cannot be saved for 
subsequent planting and must be 
bought new each year.

Applying for a plant patent is 
a lengthy and expensive process, 
often requiring the assistance of a 
licensed patent attorney. Growers 
can spend thousands of dollars to 
apply for a single patent. Nurseries 
purchasing the rights to propagate 
and sell patented cultivars must 
pay fees to patent owners. These 
significant costs translate into 
higher prices for consumers.

How do these laws apply to the 
home gardener?

Although litigation against 
individuals is rare, it is illegal to 

reproduce patented plants. Home 
gardeners should take time to know 
the laws.

How can you tell if a plant is 
patented?

When you buy a plant, check its 
tag or container. Patented plants 
are clearly marked with a patent 
ID, the letters PP followed by a 
number, or the initials PPAF (Plant 
Patent Applied For). If you buy 
your plants or seeds from catalogs, 
you will find the patent ID listed 
next to the cultivar’s name. PVP-
certified seeds packets also are 
clearly labeled.

Many horticulturists consider 
cultivars developed before 1951 
as heirloom. For this reason, 

heirlooms may be safe to propagate 
without violating the law, but the 
term is often loosely defined. Once 
a patent has expired, after 20 to 25 
years, you can freely reproduce the 
plant.

Heirloom or not, it is a good 
idea to do your homework. This 
is especially important when 
donating or purchasing plants at 
community plant sales.

You can access the USPTO 
website at go.uvm.edu/plant-
patents for detailed information 
on plant patents or to search 
for specific patent. For more 
information on PVP certificates, 
consult the PVPO website at 
go.uvm.edu/plant-protection.

ADDISON  COUNTY

School Briefs
Anna Rakowski of Vergennes 

was named to the dean’s list at 
Macalester College in St. Paul, 
Minn., for the fall 2022 semester. 
To be eligible for the Macalester 
College dean’s list a student must 
have been registered as a full-time, 
degree-seeking student and have 
achieved a semester grade point 
average of at least 3.75, with a 
minimum of twelve credits.

Olivia DePatie of Brandon has 
been named to the University of 
Hartford president’s honors list for 
the Fall of 2022. The list is made 
up of an extremely select group of 
students who earned a grade point 
average of 3.75 or higher during 
the semester. 

AN EVENT?
Email it to:

news@addisonindependent.com
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WIMETT
TRADING COMPANY

802•465•4688

USED

Michael Jackman, 51 Years Experience 
David Wimett, 38 Years Experience
Mark Grant, 10 Years Experience

2668 Route 7 • Leicester, VT 05733 • wimetttradingco@gmail.com

Wimett Trading Company
at the Big White Barn in Leicester

802-465-4688 

2016 JEEP COMPASS LATITUDE
AWD, Auto, Loaded, 114k miles 

$11,995

AFFORDABLE, SAFE & RELIABLE
USED CARS AND TRUCKS

We also buy cars, 
locate specialty orders 

& consider consignments 
Call Dave for an appointment

2018 SUBARU OUTBACK 
Premium, AWD, Auto, Sunroof, 129k miles 

$17,995

2012 NISSAN FRONTIER
Crew Cab, SL, 4X4, Loaded, V6, 119k miles 

$17,995

2012 MINI COOPER COUNTRYMAN
ALL4, Auto, Loaded, AWD, 94k miles 

$11,995

More than  a decadeof delivering Quality!

x  

2013 TOYOTA VENZA
LE, AWD, 4cyl, Auto, Loaded, 139k miles

$13,995

MUD SEASON SPECIALS!MUD SEASON SPECIALS!

agreement that worked for him. 
He wanted to work on his attorney 
with that. It was very collegial. 
There’s no surprises. It’s a pretty 
simple contract,” Redmond said. 
“Everybody had good intentions 
throughout. It took some time with 
the lawyers to cross the Ts and dot 
the Is.”

Ouellette, 39, a highly decorated 
15-year veteran of the city force, 
will be paid a salary of $100,000, 
more than Redmond ($95,000) and 
about $15,000 more than George 
Merkel, the chief he 
replaced.

Redmond explained 
the increase as both 
recognizing “the 
difficulty of the 
job” and making the 
pay for the position 
“comparable to 
what other good 
departments are 
paying” their chiefs.

Redmond said 
the other finalist is 
currently leading 
another Vermont 
police department, but 
Ouellette emerged as 
the clear choice.

“The response 
from the panel was 
o v e r w h e l m i n g l y 
unanimous,” Redmond 
said. “It was a very 
good interview.”

Ouellette is an area 
native and Vergennes 
Union High School 
graduate who had risen 
to the rank of detective 
sergeant before Redmond tapped 
him as the interim chief when 
Merkel announced his retirement 
last fall, effective Oct. 31.

In his letter of interest to the hiring 
committee, Ouellette described his 
goals for the department:

“As a lifelong member of 
the community, it would be my 
privilege to serve Vergennes as the 
police chief. I am committed to 

ensuring the people of Vergennes 
are safe and have access to the best 
police services possible …

“As the chief of police I would 
focus on strengthening community 
connections to foster trust and 
resolution between the police 
and the community. To generate 
resolution in a community 
effectively, the people and assets 
must participate and be part of 
the police department. This is 
accomplished by developing strong 
relationships with residences, 
businesses, and other organizations 

in the community. 
“I have done this in 

my current role and 
would continue to 
create a community 
policing approach if 
hired as the police 
chief.”

He described his 
leadership style as 
“based on a dynamic 
team model where 
employees and 
people working 
with the department 
are included in the 
d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g , 
which provides more 
inclusion and provides 
better results.” 

After listening to 
Ouellette discuss 
his philosophy of 
policing — during 
which Redmond 
said Ouellette 
referenced the Greek 
philosopher Plato — 
and then answering 
questions, Redmond 

said committee members were 
impressed with “the depth and 
breadth of his understanding of 
what it means to be a police chief 
in the 21st century.”

Redmond said all members of 
the committee felt included in 
Ouellette’s answers to questions, 
cited “two thumbs up” support 
from the officers in the department, 
and praised his “exceptional” 

Ouellette
(Continued from Page 1A)

performance as an interim.
Redmond said they also 

appreciated his familiarity with 
the 2022 International Association 
of Chiefs of Police (IACP) study 
of the city police department and 
its role in Vergennes, and with a 
federal 21st century policing study. 

“He’s so professional. He’s a 
good listener, and he has so much 
empathy,” he said. “He knows 
what policing is all about.”

Ouellette’s track record 
includes being named the 2022 
Vermont American Legion Law 
Enforcement Officer of the 
Year. He has earned a number of 
awards and citations, including for 
narcotics enforcement and hostage 
negotiation, and has served on 
Department of Homeland Security 
and Vermont State Police task 
forces. 

Ouellette’s résumé includes his 
status as a self-defense instructor 
in several disciplines, and 
certification as a Field Officer, 
Verbal Judo and National Tactical 
Officer Association instructor. 
Prior to Merkel’s departure, 
Ouellette helped plan and conduct 
the force’s training and develop its 
policies and procedures.

In 2003, following his VUHS 
graduation, Ouellette attended 
New Hampshire Community 
Tech, earning degrees in Fire 
Investigation, Prevention and 
Protection. After switching to 
law enforcement, he earned a 
bachelor’s degree in Criminal 
Justice from Norwich University 
in 2019, with Summa Cum Laude 
recognition.

As well as Redmond, the search 
committee included City Councilor 
Sue Rakowski, Vergennes 
Planning Commission Chair 
Shannon Haggett, Boys & Girls 
Club of Greater Vergennes CEO 
Alicia Grangent, Vergennes Police 
Officer Jill Harter, and Vergennes 
restaurateur Eliza Benton. 

Former Vermont State Police 
head Jim Baker — who also 
consulted with the IACP study — 
helped design and facilitate the 
search for a new chief. 

Redmond said Ouellette handled 
tough interview questions well. 

“He had some very strong 
responses to policing and race in 
Vermont,” Redmond said. “His 
response was very authentic, 
grounded. There was no glossing 
over of that.”

VERGENNES POLICE CHIEF JASON OULETTEE

teachers and the students and 
parents felt supported through the 
transition, because some things 
will be business as usual, and 
some will change,” she said. 

Oldham noted that drivers of the 
proposed budget include higher-
than-anticipated expenses in areas 
like technology and tuitioning 
the district’s middle and high 
school students to Bristol’s Mount 
Abraham Union High School. 
Lincoln students in grades 7-12 
will have full choice over where 
they attend school beginning this 
fall, though it is expected most of 
the roughly 70 middle and high 
schoolers in Lincoln will continue 
to attend Mount Abe. 

“The tuition rate for kids to 
go to Mount Abe is higher than 
last year and higher than we had 
originally budgeted for,” Oldham 
said.  “Most people are saying 
they’ll send their kids to Mount 
Abe from what we’ve heard.”

The FY24 budget adopted 
by the Lincoln School Board is 
expected to increase the education 
property tax rate by 15 cents, or 

an additional $150 per $100,000 
of assessed property value, 
for Lincoln residents that pay 
education taxes based on the 
value of their home. Information 
on the estimated tax rate impact 
for the approximately two-thirds 
of residents who pay education 
taxes based on their income was 
not immediately available to the 
Independent. 

Oldham said Lincoln’s Common 
Level of Appraisal (CLA), around 
87%, is largely behind the tax 
increase.  

“There are a couple of things 
that were more expensive than 
what we originally anticipated, 
which increased some of the 
spending, but the real driver of the 
tax rate increase was the CLA,” 
she explained.  

Lincoln residents will consider 
the $4,645,130 spending plan at 
the school district annual meeting, 
scheduled for April 11, 6:30 
p.m. at Burnham Hall. During 
the meeting, voters will also be 
asked to elect three school board 
members and to establish an 
Education Reserve Fund for the 

school district. 
HIRING UPDATES 

Other current focuses for the 
Lincoln School Board include 
hiring staff to fill the school 
district’s central office and 
working on contract negotiations 
with teachers at the Lincoln 
Community School (LCS). Staff at 
Lincoln’s elementary school will 
have a choice of whether to stay 
with the Mount Abraham Unified 
School District or transition to 
working for the Lincoln School 
District once it begins operating 
July 1. 

Oldham said the majority of 
teachers at the Lincoln Community 
School have the intention to stay 
at the elementary school, and the 
school board plans to mail out 
letters of intent to current LCS 
teachers between March 15 and 
April 1. 

The school board has also 
been working to fill positions 
in the district’s central office. 
The office will be made up 
of a superintendent, a special 
education director and a business 
manager, all half-time positions. 

The office will operate out of LCS. 
The board recently hired a 

special education director and a 
part-time administrative assistant. 
Oldham said board members have 
identified a top prospect for the 
superintendent position and are 
planning to expand their search 
for a business manager. 

As the Lincoln School District 
works to get up and running, 
Oldham acknowledged the 
support the district has received 
as from inside and outside the 
Lincoln community. She said 
community members raised over 
$90,000 to help cover the cost 
of transitioning to a supervisory 
district, such as legal and 
consultants’ fees. 

“We raised close to $100,000 
in private donations to pay for 
all of the things that need to be 
done before July 1 from the town, 
and it’s amazing,” she said. “It 
wouldn’t be possible to transition 
to being a supervisory district if it 
wasn’t for that financial support 
from Lincoln residents and 
people outside of Lincoln that 
believe in what we’re doing.” 

Lincoln
(Continued from Page 1A)

career a little easier. 
The coalition is establishing 

a network for local growers to 
meet one another, discuss relevant 
issues in agriculture and get 
connected to resources like the 
UVM Extension. The new group 
kicked off with a meeting at the 
coalition’s North Ferrisburgh 
offices on Monday, and the parent 
organization hopes to continue 
hosting the group each quarter. 

Kate Longfield, program 
manager at the coalition, 
said a major goal of the 
group is giving young 
farmers in Chittenden 
and Addison counties an 
opportunity to connect 
with each other. 

“Something that the 
coalition can help with 
is just exchanging ideas, 
networking, helping 
each other implement 
different conservation 
practices and thinking 
about what other 
farmers are doing. 
Sort of like a farmer 
k n o w l e d g e - s h a r i n g 
network,” she said. 
“The big thing is giving 
them a community of people that 
are going through the same things 
that they’re going through on 
farms.”

The Champlain Valley 
Farmers Coalition is a nonprofit 
organization made up of Vermont 
farmers, businesses and others. 
The organization’s mission is to 
help Vermont farmers implement 
“innovative agricultural practices 
that enhance water quality, soil 
health, climate smart farming, 
and economic resiliency in the 
Champlain Valley.”

At the March 13 meeting, 
Coalition Board President Brian 
Kemp noted the organization’s 
more recent work in engaging 
with the area’s young farmers, an 
initiative that took off following 
the hiring of the coalition’s 
executive director, Vijay 
Nazareth, in July. 

“Since Vijay came 
onboard, we’ve 
invested a lot of time in 
getting young farmers 
to be a part of our 
organization,” Kemp 
said. “We welcomed 
some new directors onto 
our board of directors at 
our January meeting. 
That’s great because 
we’ve pretty much had 
the same directors on the board 
for 10 years, and it’s nice to have 
new ideas and new opinions.” 

The group isn’t geared toward 
farmers of a specific age, though 
Nazareth said most of the group’s 
current participants are under 
the age of 40. He noted that the 
group is intended for all types 
of farmers, though most group 
members consider themselves 
conventional or organic dairy. 

“Among conventional dairy, 
many tend to be the next 
generation of farmers who expect 
to step into a leadership role 
down the road (there are a few 
exceptions to this). With organic 
dairy, they generally run their own 
farms now,” he explained. 

More than two-dozen farmers 
from Addison and Chittenden 

counties turned out for the first 
meeting of the young farmers 
group. Attendees were encouraged 
to get to know one another, as well 
as meet a few of the coalition’s 
partners at the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service and the 
UVM Extension’s Middlebury 
branch. 

Caroline Mellish from Cutting 
Hill Beef Company in Cornwall 
attended Monday’s event with her 
husband, Ramsay, who was one 
of the new members elected to 

the coalition’s board in 
January. 

She said she was 
looking forward to the 
opportunity the meeting 
offered to interact with 
other young farmers.  

“Networking and 
sharing information is 
always really helpful,” 
she said.

Kerianne Severy 
echoed that sentiment. 
Severy and her husband, 
Nate, run Severy Farm 
in Cornwall. 

“Farming is a very 
isolating profession,” 
she said. 

A handful of 
Middlebury College students 
were also in attendance at the 
March 13 meeting. The students, 
all enrolled in professor Molly 
Anderson’s class on Food Power 
& Justice, are collaborating with 
the coalition to survey young 
farmers about their current 
farming practices and potential 
challenges. 

Nazareth said the hope is to 
identify the issues young farmers 
are facing and connect them with 
the resources they need to identify 
solutions. 

“In speaking with the younger 
farmers (at the meeting), the 
conversation often came back 
to unpredictable milk prices and 
the need to reduce costs and 
become more efficient,” he said. 
“Adopting conservation practices 
like no-till can reduce costs, 
improve soil health by increasing 

organic matter, and 
improve water quality 
by reducing nutrient 
runoff.  So, I see this 
is an opportunity for 
CVFC to work with 
UVM Extension to 
educate younger 
farmers on the many 
benefits of practices 
like no-till.”

The future of the 
young farmers group is expected 
to be shaped by its participants. 
Nazareth said the coalition plans 
to create a four-member executive 
committee that will develop the 
agenda for the group’s future 
meetings and communicate with 
coalition leadership about the 
group’s needs. 

Longfield said the coalition 
currently plans to host the young 
farmers group seasonally, but 
there is also the opportunity for 
participants to coordinate their 
own gatherings as the group 
evolves.  

“We really want them to take 
ownership and plan this,” she 
said. “It’s about building these 
relationships that would sort of 
go beyond these farmer-connect 
meetings.”   

Young farmers
(Continued from Page 1A)

“(Jason 
Ouellette) is so 
professional. 
He’s a good 
listener, 
and he has 
so much 
empathy. He 
knows what 
policing is all 
about.”

— Ron Redmond

“The big 
thing is 
giving them 
a community 
of people 
that are 
going 
through 
the same 
things that 
they’re going 
through on 
farms.”

— Kate 
Longfield

The future 
of the young 
farmers 
group is 
expected to 
be shaped 
by its 
participants.
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By MIKE ROY
What is the carbon footprint of human 

defecation? This oddball question comes to me 
as I continue this journey of exploring what I as 
an individual and what we as a community can 
do to combat the climate crisis. Unlike choices 
of what to eat, how to travel, how to heat and 
cool our homes, what choices do we have in 
this most basic of human needs?

And how did I even come to consider 
this question? For most of my life, except in 
unpleasant moments of septic or plumbing 
failure, I have been blissfully unaware of what 
happens to the waste that I flush down the toilet 
every day.

The question came to me because 
Middlebury’s Town Energy Committee, of 
which I am a member, is analyzing the climate 
impact of various options as the town considers 
how to replace its current aged wastewater 
treatment plant. 

The current wastewater treatment system 
breaks down organic material using an aerobic 
process. On the surface it is a pretty solid choice 
from a climate point of view. Waste comes in 
via sewers, or via trucks for septic and industrial 
effluent. It is spun around, acted on by bacteria, 
sowed with lime, heated and dried, and out 
the other end emerges water clean enough to 
go into the Otter Creek, and bales ready to 
be applied to farm fields as fertilizer. While 
it requires almost a quarter-million dollars a 
year in electricity to operate, it contributes 
relatively little to greenhouse gas releases. 
That is because Vermont’s Green Mountain 
Power supplied electricity has very low carbon 
content. Sticking with an aerobic process seems 
on the surface to be the right choice given the 
greenhouse gas emissions associated with the 
other options being considered.

Except — for embedded carbon! 
Maybe you already know about embedded 

carbon, in which case skip this paragraph. 
Embedded carbon, I just learned, is the amount 
of emissions associated with the production of 
a material product. Cement and steel are the 
examples most often cited to explain embedded 
carbon. Making steel currently is a hugely 
energy intensive process. Large amounts of 
fossil fuels are burned to extract and produce 
it. Cement has a lot of embedded carbon both 
because it takes energy to make it, and because 
the chemistry of converting limestone to lime 
used to make cement, involves releasing lots of 
carbon dioxide. 

Back to Middlebury’s wastewater plant, it 
turns out that the key ingredient in processing 
our waste is lime. Middlebury’s plant uses 
almost 700 tons of lime each year. If you take 
into account the embedded carbon associated 
with the aerobic process of managing our 
waste, it no longer looks that great from a 
carbon footprint perspective.

An alternative process based on a machine 
called an anaerobic digester uses far less 
electricity, and does not have an embedded 
carbon problem. It does however have a 
methane problem. The anaerobic process 
produces a great deal of methane — methane 
that is not produced in the current set-up. 
Methane is even worse as a greenhouse gas 
than CO2, trapping heat in the atmosphere 
at a rate at least 28 times greater than carbon 
dioxide during the 100 years after it is released. 
The options under consideration for dealing 
with the undesired methane include: burning 
it to generate electricity, using some to operate 
the plant and sending the rest into the electrical 
grid; using it to operate the treatment plant and 
heat its buildings; feeding it to the natural gas 
grid to replace dirtier fossil natural gas, or even 
just burning it off. As with so many things, if 
one sticks to the current centralized model of 
treating our waste, there are no obvious carbon 
neutral solutions.

There is a promising new technology called 
the living machine that uses algae to eat the 
waste and is carbon negative. It is a technology 
designed not for industrial-scale waste 
treatment, but for more localized applications 
that would obviate the need for a central waste 
treatment plant altogether. Some think that a 
decentralized model like this is the future of 
treating our waste in a way that reduces our 
greenhouse gas emissions. And yet it is hard to 
imagine taking this radical step in rethinking 
how we approach processing our wastewater, 
in the same way that it is hard to rebuild our 
housing, transportation, agricultural and 
manufacturing systems to align with what we 
need to do to quickly to wean ourselves from 
fossil fuels. 

Deciding about how to treat our waste is only 
one of the many choices we as a town will confront 
in the coming years as we decide about how to 
maintain and build our public infrastructure in 
a climate emergency. These same challenges 
surface as we decide about replacing aging 
heating systems, building or rebuilding roads, 
and making room for renewable energy 

p r o d u c t i o n 
f a c i l i t i e s 
and electrical 
transmission capacity. 

Stepping back from the details of 
which approach is the best approach from 
financial, technical and environmental 
perspectives, I wonder what are the values that 
will inform this decision. Do we as a town just 
do what is least expensive financially in the 
short run? Are we willing to pay more to make 
good on our commitment to achieving carbon 
neutrality quickly? As someone who lacks the 
scientific and technical knowledge required to 
fully analyze the feasibility of various options, 
I am also struck by how dependent we are on 
having access to trustworthy people who can do 
the math, help frame the options in terms that 
lay people can grasp, and who are also thinking 
about the big picture and the long term. 

I wish that C02 were more like poop. When 
the automobile displaced the horse as our main 
mode of transportation, one of the many benefits 
cited was that our city streets would no longer 
be full of horse manure. If only we knew then 
that the odorless gas coming out of our tailpipes 
and our chimneys would put us in our current 
existential crisis. Modern sewage treatment 
may be as important to our public health as was 
the invention of penicillin. There is no turning 
back from this as a critical piece of our common 
infrastructure. But we need as a community to 
be open to new approaches to handling our 
waste. More broadly, we must consider the 
costs to our society of not making good on our 
commitment to radically reduce our reliance on 
fossil fuels and our production of greenhouse 
gasses. And to make good on that commitment 
will require courage, a willingness to take risks, 
and a collective re-imagining of how we do 
everything, including, yes, how we approach 
meeting our most basic of human needs. 

—————
Mike Roy is a member of the Town of 

Middlebury Energy Committee, serves on the 
board of the Climate Action Economy Center 
of Addison County, and this year is serving as 
one of 16 Climate Catalysts with the Vermont 
Council on Rural Development. He added this 
footnote:

“Thanks to my colleague from the 
Middlebury Town Energy Committee Richard 
Hopkins for his meticulous research on the 
carbon intensity of these choices. Any details 
that I got wrong are entirely my fault.”

Climate matters
Perspectives on Change

Climate activism in the toilet
VERGENNES — Private 

security cameras recently caught 
two citizens misbehaving in 
Vergennes, and in one case 
Vergennes police were able to take 
action based on the footage. 

On Saturday, March 11, police 
received a report that an Evergreen 
Preschool camera had caught a 
man trying unsuccessfully to enter 
the building at about 4 a.m. that 
morning through the locked front 
door. Police were able to use the 
video to ID the individual and 
issued him a no-trespass order on 
behalf of the school.

On the next day the owner of 
the New Haven Road Laundromat 
reported that video footage 
showed a “stocky older man” 
enter the premises and write on the 
machines, apparently with some 
sort of marker, and then leave in a 
vehicle with a red dealer plate on 
the front and a Vermont plate on 
the rear. Police have been unable 
to identify the individual, but said 
the Laundromat owner was able to 
clean the equipment successfully. 

In other action between March 6 
and 12, Vergennes police conducted 
seven patrols by cruiser and two on 
foot, six traffic stops, and three VIN 
inspections; fingerprinted six job 
applicants; placed two warnings 
on cars parked in violation of the 
city’s wintertime overnight parking 
ban; and also: 

On March 6:

• Heard from a West Main Street 
resident that he had caught a man 
trying to break into his car. The 
caller said he yelled at the man, 
who then fled the scene, and police 
could not find him. 

• Went to the elderly housing 
project on Armory Lane to help a 
woman who complained she was 
hearing voices through her hearing 
aids. Police spoke with a counselor 
and family members about the 
situation.

On March 7 calmed an out-of-
control boy at a city home and 
helped the family work with the 
Counseling Service of Addison 
County to develop a plan to 
move forward. Police said they 
also notified the Department for 
Children and Families.

On March 8 spoke with a caller 
who claimed to be threatened by 
another family member about an 
estate sale. Police advised the out-
of-jurisdiction caller how to block 
the phone number and obtain a 
temporary restraining order, and to 
direct further calls to the Vermont 
State Police.

On March 9 heard a complaint 
from a First Street resident that 
neighbors were operating a remote-
controlled toy car on the street and 
failing to clean up after a dog. 
Police advised the caller to contact 
the mobile home park management 
with the concerns.

NEW HAVEN — Zig Zag Lit 
Mag will hold its Issue.14 Release 
Party on Sunday, March 26, from 
2-4 p.m., at Tourterelle in New 
Haven. The restaurant will not be 
open, but the bar will, and all are 
welcome to come celebrate local 
artists and writers.

The event will be the first 
opportunity to purchase Issue.14, 
commencing with a reading from 
the new issue at 2:30 p.m. It’s a 
great opportunity to hobnob with 
fellow creatives, hear some terrific 
writing, have a lovely cocktail, and 
celebrate local talent.

Issue.14 features work from those 
who live, labor, or loiter in Addison 

County. Including:
Cliff Adams, Alexandre Apfel, 

Catherine Brooks, Carly Browdy, 
Eileen Brunetto, Inna Chirko, Beth 
Christian, Carolyn Crowley, Douglas 
K. Currier, Trish Dougherty, Christa 
Downey, Jessica Freed-Haitz, Peter 
Fried, Adrienne Guckenberger, Lili 
Hinrichsen, Ray Hudson, RB July, 
Karina Jutzi, Phineas Knowles, 
Doug Mack, Mike Maglulio, Karen 
Moses Miller, Michelle L. Mowery, 
Burgess Needle, G. Donald Peabody, 
Zach Pollakoff, Janice Miller 
Potter, Henry Sheeran, Lathrop P. 
Smith, Danielle Woodbury, and our 
featured writer — Ann Fisher.

Police LogVergennes

Zig Zag Mag to hold release party

??
Visit sugarbush.com to see what 

this contest is all about!

WWhat’shat’s  
 YOURS? YOURS?

This is This is ##MySugarbushMySugarbush

adventure

camaraderie

Last Week’s #MySugarbush Winner Last Week’s #MySugarbush Winner 
BENNY J. won a lift ticket and a

$100 Sugarbush Gift Card with his post! 

To-Do:To-Do:
April 8thApril 8th

Spring Fling Music FestivalSpring Fling Music Festival
& & 

Pond SkimmingPond Skimming
(work on costume!)(work on costume!)

Photos by Kintz

Brian Mohr/Ember Photo

SEASON PASSES SEASON PASSES 
ON SALE NOWON SALE NOW
GET THE BEST RATES GET THE BEST RATES 

& & 
SKI FREE THIS SPRING!SKI FREE THIS SPRING!

SEASON PASS BENEFITSSEASON PASS BENEFITS
– 8 Friends and Family 

tickets at 25% off
– Lodging discounts
– 50% off a round of golf
– More and more...
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Helping Young Families Get The Right Start

Free Community Playgroups

For more information please contact Jennifer at 802-989-6358

Parents, Caregivers and Children are invited 
to come for fun, stories, healthy snacks, 
music and of course PLAY!

Tuesdays 9:30-11:00
at the Congregational Church in Middlebury

Wednesdays 9:30-11:00
at the Bristol Federated Church (37 North St)

Thursdays 9:30-11:00 at the Congregational 
Church (30 South Water St) in Vergennes 

14+ $9 - Kids under 14 $6 - Preschool Free

Taking a leap
THIS LEAPING MINK is one of a pair recently spotted frolicking in and around Otter Creek in New 

Haven. One swam across Otter Creek to join the other and the two chased each other around in the 
snow. They might have just been playing but since it’s their mating season there might have been 
some hanky panky going on.

Photo by Dottie Nelson

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — The Vergennes 

city pool’s pump, electrical system 
and site drainage all need work 
before the popular pool can open 
for the summer, Councilor Sue 
Rakowski told the Vergennes City 
Council on Tuesday. 

Rakowski, the council’s 
representative to the Vergennes 
Parks & Recreation Committee, 
said the drainage issue was already 
known and had been accounted for. 

But what had not been expected 
was the failure of the pump motor, 
which Rakowski said was “not 
reparable” and must be replaced, a 
status that would also require some 
replumbing in the pool pumphouse. 

Nor had committee members 
expected a failing grade for the 
pool’s electrical system, which an 
inspector ruled was hazardous and 
needed full reworking. 

Rakowski said the combined 
expense of the drainage and 
the pump work could approach 
$15,000, while an estimate on 
the rewiring was not yet in hand. 

Insurance is expected to offset some 
of the cost, but the final tab is likely 
to be in five figures. 

Mayor Chris Bearor said he would 
check with the St. Albans recreation 
department. St. 
Albans recently 
upgraded its pool, 
and Bearor said 
it was possible 
its former pump 
would be available. 

City Manager 
Ron Redmond on 
Wednesday said 
he had given the 
greenlight to the 
steps necessary to 
getting the pool 
ready for use by the 
usual late spring opening.

Redmond said he would 
recommend that the council 
authorize the use of city American 
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds to 
pay for those steps. Those funds 
were originally earmarked — but 
then not all needed — for two other 
purposes.

The council had approved 
$49,000 to put toward the purchases 
of a generator for the city fire station 
and a new public works truck, he 
said, but not all of it was needed 

because of a 
grant for the 
generator and 
the good price 
the city received 
for the resale 
of a used truck. 
The balance of 
those funds will 
cover the pool 
work, Redmond 
said.

In the long 
run, Rakowski 
at the meeting 

and Redmond on Wednesday hinted 
a larger investment in what is a 
centerpiece of city summertime is 
on the horizon.

“It’s got problems. It’s a money 
pit in the state it’s in,” Rakowski 
said. “We’re at the point where 
we’re going to have to make a big 
decision.”

City pool needs work — soon

MENDON — Two prominent 
cliff sites on the Green Mountain 
National Forest’s Rochester and 
Middlebury Ranger Districts are 
once again temporarily closed to 
protect critical nesting habitat for 
peregrine falcons. Beginning on 
March 15, the Rattlesnake Cliff 
Area (Salisbury) and the Mount 
Horrid/Great Cliff Area (Rochester) 
are closed until August 1. 

While it seems like the depth 
of winter, falcons are already 
migrating back to Vermont to their 
nesting sites, and the closure of 
these areas as well as their cliff 
access trails prevents disturbance 
to the falcons while they nest and 
raise their young.

Peregrine falcon populations 
suffered declines due to the 
use of DDT in the 1940’s but 
have rebounded since their 

reintroduction in the 1980’s. 
Even though peregrines are now 
considered a recovered species in 
Vermont, it is critical to minimize 
human disturbance so that the 
species’ recovery continues. 

Across Vermont, 2022 was a 
successful year for peregrines; 29 
nesting pairs produced 63 young 
that fledged from their cliff nests. 
Although the number of nesting 
pairs was lower in 2022 than in 
some recent years, the number of 
young produced per nest was above 
the 10-year average.

Trail and habitat monitoring in 
2022 determined that there is still 
human disturbance near nesting 
sites during the closure periods. 
This disruption can cause the 
falcons to abandon their nests or 
interrupt the care of their young. 
As a strong reminder, we all need 

to respect important habitat and 
the closures that have helped the 
peregrine falcon return to our 
forests.

Please adhere to the closure 
signs posted on the trails leading 
to the cliff overlooks. Information 
regarding the specific locations 
for the closure areas is available 
on the Forest Service website. 
Disturbance of peregrine falcons 
and/or these nesting grounds is a 
violation of federal law and may 
result in a fine up to $5,000 and 6 
months in jail.

Please report any harassment 
of nesting peregrine falcons to 
1-800-75ALERT. The Forest 
Service works with Audubon 
Vermont, the Vermont Department 
of Fish and Wildlife, and other 
non-profit organizations to protect 
peregrine falcons.

Cliff sites closed for peregrine nesting

SALISBURY — Otter Creek 
Audubon and the Salisbury 
Conservation Commission are 
monitoring an amphibian crossing 
site in Salisbury again this year. 
On warm, wet nights in March and 
April frogs and salamanders move 
from their wintering sites on high 
ground to breeding sites in wetlands 

to mate and lay eggs. Their route to 
the nearest vernal pool sometimes 
takes them across a road.

Volunteers can help, too! Across 
Vermont, groups of concerned 
individuals attempt to alter 
amphibians’ lethal odds by moving 
them off the road during nights of 
significant movement. At the most 

dangerous crossings amphibians 
may suffer 50 percent mortality, 
but the crossing we monitor has 
little traffic. This Salisbury site 
retains not only large numbers of 
amphibians but also remarkable 
species diversity: four salamander 
and three frog species. If there is a 
“Big Night,” more than a thousand 
amphibians could be move in a 
two-hour period. The site affords 
all who participate an opportunity 
to experience this remarkable 
natural phenomenon first-hand.

Sign up for the 2023 amphibian 
email alert. Organizers will choose 
two nights in March or April that 
have suitable weather conditions 
predicted. Participants will get 
an email at 8 a.m. saying that 
amphibian movement is likely, and 
a confirming email at about 6 p.m. 
Movement starts around 8:15 p.m. 
and can run for several hours.

Volunteers may arrive and leave 
when they wish and are responsible 
for their own safety and the safety 
of others in their group. Upon 
arrival, Jim Andrews, his assistant 
Kate Kelly and OCAS will provide 
species identification tips and a 
reminder of appropriate behavior.

With help organizers will record 
the numbers of each species moved 
for two hours. Sign up at kinglet@
together.net, even if you were on 
the list in a previous year.

Amphibian crossing volunteers sought

“It’s got problems. 
(The city pool) is a 
money pit in the state 
it’s in. We’re at the 
point where we’re 
going to have to 
make a big decision.”

— Councilor Sue 
Rakowski

At the crossroads
A STATE PLOW truck clears snow from Route 30 in Cornwall Tuesday morning, but it looks like 

Cider Mill Road and Ridge Road still needed a little work. A late season snowstorm hit southern and 
eastern Vermont hard overnight but the Champlain Valley only saw a few new inches.

Photo by Håkon Olsen

DIGITAL DOESN’T HAVE TO BE HARD
Here at the Addy Indy we have always seen it as our job to 

help connect your business with its clients.

As times change and technology evolves, pairing
digital services with your print advertising campaigns is the 

best way to quickly & efficiently connect with the community.

Independent Digital Marketing can help you
better reach our region with:

digital@addisonindependent.com

802-388-4944

addisonindependent.com/independent-digital-marketing

CONTACT US TODAY TO GET STARTED!

DIGITAL DIRECTORY 
MANAGEMENT

ONLINE 
ADVERTISING

WEB DESIGN & 
DEVELOPMENT
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Vergennes Union High SchoolMiddlebury Union High School
Abram Francis of Ferrisburgh is Vergennes Union High School Student 

of the Week. Abram says he really likes the community and atmosphere at 
VUHS. Between the teachers and the students, he finds it very welcoming, 
and he looks forward to showing up at school every day. He has been most 
interested in his Humanities and AP European History classes and enjoys 
learning about historic and current events as well as diverse philosophies 
and cultural ideas. He particularly liked his final humanities project, which 
allowed him to learn about and document a topic of his own choosing. 
Abram has been on the VUHS honor roll throughout high school and was 
captain of both the varsity soccer and basketball teams. He also received 
the personal finance award.

Abram has played soccer and basketball his entire life. He has been the 
goalie for the soccer team for both junior and senior year. Basketball is his 
favorite sport and pastime. It is something he has dedicated many hours to 
since elementary school. He says he can’t be more grateful for the coaches 
who have inspired him to come this far.

Abram works part-time at Nino’s restaurant in Middlebury making pizzas 
on the weekends. Over the summer he works quite often with his father in 
construction doing interior finish work.

He likes to spend his spare time being outside with friends and enjoying 
nature. He spends most of his summers on the boat on Lake Champlain with friends and family. When he’s not on the 
water, he either hikes or plays pickup sports games with friends. Abram also likes to travel, and a cross-country drive 
with friends is part of his summer 2023 plan.

When considering high school, he says, “My most important lesson or advice would be to take it slow and embrace 
all the support and good times that you are able to experience. Although school may seem slow and boring at times, 
you will look back and wish you took the time to appreciate your friends and teachers and the memories that they 
have given you.”

Rather than attending college or university after high school Abram plans to work full-time doing construction with 
his father and getting his Realtor’s license. Eventually he wants to get into real estate buying and selling. All of us at 
VUHS wish him good luck!

Ben Seaton
MUHS

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK FROM AREA HIGH SCHOOLSSTUDENTS OF THE WEEK FROM AREA HIGH SCHOOLS

Ben Seaton Abram Francis

64 Jackman Drive  •  Bristol 
802.453.2381  •  JackmansInc.com

Way to go, 

Telecommunications Sales and Service
Data Cabling & Fiber Optic Solutions

802-388-8999
Middlebury

CONGRATULATIONS
STUDENTS!

27 Main Street, Vergennes

Keep your Eye
on your

future goals!
Mon 8-4 • Tues–Fri 8-5• Business Law  •  Wills, Trusts and Estates

• Government Contracting  •  Elder Law
• Property and Tenancy Issues

Congratulations
Students!

A� ordable & client-focused legal services

802-489-5099 or law@jlgi.com 
28 North Street - Bristol Village

 JOHNSON LAW GROUP JOHNSON LAW GROUP Congratulations

802-388-1338
99 Court St., Middlebury, VT14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDD., VT

802-388-3371

Stop by to 
grab your 
free gift!

Congratulations!
Keep up the great work,

877-3118
Vergennes, VT

Jackman Fuels, Inc.
Serving the Champlain

Valley since 1945

205 Main Street, Vergennes
877-2661 • jackmanfuels.com

Congratulations!!

Students of the Week from all area high schools 
will receive a gift from Otter Creek Bakery. 

Students of the Week are chosen by school teachers and administration.

Best of Luck to All Addison County Students!

If you are interested in advertising in Student of the Week contact advertising@addisonindependent.com

Ben Seaton, son of Elizabeth McCracken and Michael Seaton of 
Weybridge, is Middlebury Union High School’s latest Student of the 
Week. Ben’s older sibling, Ali, is enrolled at St. Olaf College in Northfield, 
Minnesota. Ben is well known to all within the MUHS community for his 
positive attitude and he has excelled across a wide range of academic 
subjects. His teachers value that he seeks extra help when needed and 
admire his focus, engagement and determination in the classroom.

A three-sport athlete, Ben contributes time and talent to the Tigers’ 
varsity soccer, Nordic skiing, and track and field teams. He says it 
was very special being part of the Nordic team’s Division II state title 
championship team this winter. He’s actively involved in Hope Happens 
Here, a group that focuses on student mental health and he loves 
participating in another student group called Best Buddies. He served 
as a Peer Leader last fall and enjoyed welcoming the Class of 2026 as 
they transitioned from middle school to high school. Ben has enjoyed his 
academic classes at MUHS and has opted to take a few courses from 
the International Baccalaureate curriculum. 

He says that English is his favorite subject, and he has been grateful 
to have Mr. Krahn for his advisor for four years, as well as his teacher for several classes. 

Ben is looking forward to college. He was admitted Early Decision to St. Olaf, where he will join Ali, in the fall. He 
describes it as a “gem” and knows it is the right place for him.

Our community has truly benefited from Ben’s presence and his “can-do” outlook. Teachers, staff and his peers 
use words like thoughtful, enthusiastic, kind, collaborative and caring to describe Ben. These attributes will serve 
him well as he moves on to pursue his college degree. We wish him well in his final months of his senior year and 
in the future.

Abram Francis
VUHS

Ben and
Abram

Ben and Abram

Ben and Abram

Town Forest Committee, which 
has been exploring the possibility 
of creating a town forest since the 
five-member group was formed in 
2019. 

Town Forest Committee Chair 
Callie Brynn said the group is 
excited about the potential to 
purchase the piece of forestland in 
question, which is currently owned 
by the A Johnson Company. 

“(This property) stood out 
because of its size and accessibility. 
It fit the criteria for a great town 
forest,” Brynn said. “The more 
time I spent out there, the more I 
was excited about this property, its 
size, the diversity.” 

The 445 acres is located at the 
southern end of Monkton, along the 
Bristol town line. The land abuts 
Bristol’s Watershed Center and is 

a part of a block of around 2,500 
acres of contiguous forestland 
and wildlife habitat that has been 
identified at a state level as high 
priority interior forest. 

During a March 9 informational 
session with Monkton residents, 
Brynn noted the property is home 
to natural communities, including 
a red maple-black ash seepage 
swamp, habitats for endangered 
species and extensive wetlands. 

“Properties like this are really 
valuable for the wildlife habitat, 
diversity, connectivity and all of 
those pieces,” she said. “It’s a really 
great opportunity to conserve some 
land for the community that we can 
have for generations and take care 
of and learn from and allow the 
wildlife and critters to thrive.” 

Town Forest Committee 
members also see the land as 

Monkton Town Forest management 
fund ($30,000). 

The A Johnson Company would 
contribute, through a donation of 
value, $100,000 to 
lower the purchase 
price of the property. 
The Town Forest 
Committee and 
Vermont Land Trust 
are also hoping to 
secure grant funding 
to cover the majority 
of the project costs, 
notably a Federal 
Community Forest and 
Open Space Program 
grant ($400,000) 
and a grant from the 
Vermont Housing & 
Conservation Board 
($371,000). 

“We’re confident 
that the funding 
sources will consider 
this project a really 
strong one, and we’re 
also always looking 
for other opportunities that arise, 
and we have a year and a half to 
work on that,” Heiser told the 
Independent. 

The Town Forest Committee and 
the land trust are also planning to 

request a $185,000 contribution 
from the town of Monkton — a 
combination of American Rescue 
Plan Act funds and money from 

the town’s Agricultural 
and Natural Areas 
Fund. 
COMMUNITY 
INPUT 

The Town Forest 
Committee is now 
looking to share details 
of the project with 
the community and 
hear feedback from 
Monkton residents. In 
the coming months, 
the team is hoping 
to get support for 
the project from the 
selectboard and other 
town committees and 
see how proposed 
funding sources play 
out, Heiser said.

Committee members 
have presented details 
of the property and 

the town forest project to Monkton 
residents during the March 4 annual 
town meeting as well as during the 
March 9 informational session. 
Brynn said initial feedback from 
the community has been positive. 

“People are really excited about 
this. We had a lot of good questions 
and interest at Town Meeting Day,” 
she said. “You can tell that (the 
property) means a lot to people, 
and they love the idea that it could 
be a town forest.”

If the town moves forward with 
the project, Monkton residents 
would be invited to help develop 
a management plan for the town 
forest. That plan would outline 
acceptable uses of the town forest, 
as well as include other details 
about aspects of the town forest 
like trail development and parking 
options.  

“Especially as we get into the 
management plan development, 
I think there will be a significant 
amount of community input that 
we’re going to be seeking for the 
uses on the land and how we want 
to create this community forest for 
Monkton,” Brynn said. 

The Town Forest Committee will 
hold an additional informational 
session about the town forest 
project this Saturday, March 18, 
from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., at town 
hall and via Zoom. Details of the 
project and of Saturday’s meeting 
can be found at tinyurl.com/
monktontownforest. 

Monkton 
(Continued from Page 1A) providing opportunities for outdoor 

recreation. Brynn noted the land’s 
existing woods roads are in good 
shape and have the potential for 
further trail development.  

“We see the community forest as 
a place for outdoor recreation, and 
possibly the creation of thoughtful 
trails, working with the community 
and being sensitive to those natural 
communities and wetlands,” she 
said. “Monkton is a rural town and 
having this large piece of forest 
would be a great place to be able 
to go on a walk with somebody and 
get out into the woods.” 

The Town Forest Committee has 
been working on the town forest 
initiative in partnership with the 
Vermont Land Trust, an entity that 
has helped other Vermont towns 
start their own town forests. Last 
month, the A Johnson Company 
entered into an 18-month option 
to purchase agreement with the 
Vermont Land Trust. 

Bob Heiser, project director at 
Vermont Land Trust, explained at 
the March 9 meeting that Monkton 
would assume the land trust’s place 
in the option to purchase if the 
town decides to buy the property. 

“If everything works out that the 
town would like to move forward 
with this and everything lines up, 
the town would basically take our 
position in the contract and acquire 
the land,” he said.   

Once purchased by Monkton, 
the land would be conserved 
through the Vermont Land Trust. 
A conservation easement would be 
put in place to protect public access 
and the resources of the forestland 
and would restrict some uses of 
the land such as trash dumping 
and commercial or residential 
development. The easement 
would also require the creation of 
a management plan for the town 
forest, developed with community 
input. 
PURCHASING THE LAND 

The Town Forest Committee 
estimates a total cost of $1.1 
million for the town forest project, 
including acquisition of the 
property (appraised at $999,000), 
Vermont Land Trust project costs 
($52,000) and establishing a 

THE 445-ACRE PARCEL of forestland that Monkton’s Town Forest 
Committee has identified as a spot for a potential town forest is 
located along the town’s boundary line with Bristol, at the southern 
end of Monkton. The land is currently owned by the A Johnson 
Company, a forest products business. 

MONKTON TOWN FOREST committee members John McNerney, left, Callie Brynn and Jaime Schulte 
stand in the 445-acre parcel of forestland that the town is considering purchasing to establish a town 
forest. Committee members say the land is rich in biodiversity and could provide outdoor recreation 
opportunities for Monkton residents. 

Photo courtesy of Bob Heiser

“It’s a 
really great 
opportunity 
to conserve 
some land for 
the community 
that we can 
have for 
generations 
and take care 
of and learn 
from and allow 
the wildlife 
and critters to 
thrive.” 

— Town Forest 
Committee Chair 

Callie Brynn
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COVID-19 vaccine clinics available throughout 
Addison County through March 31st. 

Please call 
Mountain Community Health 

(formerly Mountain Health Center) 
for more information at 

(802) 453-3911. 
MCH will be offering Pfizer Bivalent

Boosters for all ages 5+.

  Boosters are FREE 
NO INSURANCE REQUIRED. 

Still Not Vaccinated?
Need a Booster?

** Walk-in COVID-19 vaccinations available this Saturday, March 18, 
9AM – 12 noon at Middlebury Rec Gym, 154 Creek Rd., Middlebury.
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WELLNESS
CENTER

Charlotte BishopCharlotte Bishop ............................802-247-8106
    Therapeutic Soft & Deep Tissue

JoAnne KenyonJoAnne Kenyon ...............................802-388-0254
Energy Work             https://joanne.abmp.com

Donna Belcher, M.A.Donna Belcher, M.A. ..................... 802-388-3362
    Licensed Psychologist - Master

Nancy TellierNancy Tellier ...................................802-989-8046
 Ortho-Bionomy®
Hyla DickinsonHyla Dickinson...................................... 802-989-2969
 Therapeutic Massage, Lymph Drainage
 Craniosacral & Visceral Manipulation

Georgia Dune CMT, CR, LEGeorgia Dune CMT, CR, LE .................  802-377-2507
 Reflexology, Facials & More, Dunespavt.com

Laurinda Poirier-Solomon, RN, L AcLaurinda Poirier-Solomon, RN, L Ac ..802-238-4659
 Acupuncture & Shiatsu Bodywork

 

Wellness        

Want to advertise 
in this

Directory?

Practitioner of the WeekPractitioner of the Week
Donna Belcher, 
M.A., psychologist-
master, has been 
in private practice 
in Vermont for 34 
years. She has felt 
privileged to work 
with a wide variety 
of people. She has 
experience with 
such challenges 
as: depression, 
anxiety, grief, 
chronic illness, 
divorce, caregiver 
burnout, work 
stress, mid life 
transitions and 
developing a 
deeper connection with creativity 
and life purpose.

My office is currently open for 
telephone, online, and in person 

appointments.
Most insurances now cover 

telephone and video.

Donna Belcher, 
MA Licensed 
Psychologist 

- Master, 
Psychotherapy
 & Hypnosis
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• The Alexander Technique  
& Breathing Coordination

• Breath, Balance, Mental  
& Physical Wellbeing

• 50 years of teaching this 
work I love

• Private Lessons Available

Regaining Ease 
in Stressful Times

Barbara Kent, Certified ACAT, mAmSAT 
Middlebury Studio
barakent@aol.com  917-797-7823

SomaworkSomaworkss    ••    MiddleburMiddleburyy,,  VT VT 
802-388-3362 802-388-3362 

Contact us for information: 
advertising@addisonindependent.com
or call 802-388-4944

BRISTOL — Mount Abraham 
Union High School has released 
its honor roll for the first semester 
of the 2022-2023 academic year. 
Students named to the roll include:
GRADE 9

HABITS OF WORK
Highest Honors: Riley Abbott, 

Evan Corrigan, Genevieve Forand, 
James Graziadei, Paige Guilbeault, 
Louisa Guilmette, Maris LaPerle, 
Morgan Larocque, Wyatt Moyer, 
Cole Putnam, Ivy Schulte, Isla 
Underwood and Julie Young,

High Honors: Charlie Germon, 
Jahlani Jackson, Nathan Lester, 
Skylar MacDonald, Jacob 
Mikkelsen, James Mount, Charlie 
Prouty, Molly Schoendorf and 

June Yates-Rusch,
Honors: Madelyn Brochu, 

Carly Day, Greyson Desilets, Liam 
Lazare, Maverick Livingston, 
Connor Nason, John Stanley, 
Joseph Sullivan, Sophia Thomsen, 
Noah Vartuli and Addison Wright

ACADEMIC
Highest Honors: Genevieve 

Forand, James Graziadei, Paige 
Guilbeault, Louisa Guilmette, 
Maris LaPerle, Morgan Larocque, 
Cole Putnum and Isla Underwood

High Honors: Evan Corrigan, 
Jahlani Jackson, Ivy Schulte, June 
Yates-Rusch, Julie Young

Honors: Riley Abbott, Wyatt 
Moyer, Molly Schoendorf and 
Addison Wright

GRADE 10
HABITS OF WORK
Highest Honors: Chase Atkins, 

Lorenzo Atocha, Rosemary 
Behounek, Lauren Cousino, Ryan 
Cross, Nichole Crowe, Whitney 
Dykstra, Mackenzie Griner, Hazel 
Guillmette, Caitlyn Marcotullio, 
Regan Mayhew, Louisa Painter, 
Abigail Parker, Elise Parker, Alexis 
Perlee, Nola Roberts, Isabella 
Shea, Maya Shea, Hazel Stoddard, 
Esme Visco-Lyons, Allison Wells 
and Rowan Zeno

High Honors: Sophie Batten, 
Lily Benoit, Alina Donaldson, 
Nicholas Fox, Nina Giron, 
Ruby Hellier, Jonah Howell, JD 
Jacobs, Maya Menzel, Elizabeth 

Mikkelsen, Connor Peck, Brayden 
Pudvah, Anya Szczecinski, Sydney 
Wetmore and Zoie Whitcomb

Honors: Gavin Conrad, 
Kennedy Denecker, Joseph Alex 
Henley, Halle Perkins, Megan 
Porter, Namid Ruiz-Warnock, 
Samuel Schoendorf and Idries 
Twyman.

ACADEMIC
Highest Honors: Lorenzo 

Atocha, Rosemary Behounek, 
Lauren Cousino, Whitney Dykstra, 
Mackenzie Griner, Caitlyn 
Marcotullio, Regan Mayhew, 
Louisa Painter, Nola Roberts, 
Samuel Schoendorf, Isabella Shea, 
Maya Shea, Hazel Stoddard, Esme 
Visco-Lyons and Allison Wells.

High Honors: Chase Atkins, 
Nichole Crowe, Hazel Guillmette, 
Jonah Howell, Abigail Parker, 
Alexis Perlee and Sydney 
Wetmore.

Honors: Ryan Cross, Alina 
Donaldson, Ruby Hellier, JD 
Jacobs, Elizabeth Mikkelsen, 
Connor Peck, Halle Perkins and 
Rowan Zeno.
GRADE 11

HABITS OF WORK
Highest Honors: Natalie Atkins, 

Abel Atocha, Morgan Barnard, 
Emmett Block, Desmond Carrico, 
Dakota Catella, Emilia Colo, 
Carley Cook, Joseph Darling, 
AJ Donlon, Emma Doucet, Ann 
Marie Dufault, Helen Engvall, 
Walker Forand, Ian Funke, Isabelle 
Gallivan, Helen Kihm, Benjamin 
MacDonald, Samuel Mangini, 
Luke Mayer, Andrew Nolan, Noah 
Sabourin, Jordan Schroeder, Siena 
Stanley, Kalin Tingiris-Shean and 
Joanna Toy.

High Honors: Eliza Doucet, 
Hannah Gallivan, Madelyn 

Hayden, Judah Jackson, Reese 
Laliberte, Grace Orvis, Emma 
Reen, Julia Sonneborn and Ellison 
Thomas.

Honors: Brandy Bishop, Jack 
Breault, Makayla Emmons, Mason 
Frazier, Owen Frizzell, Alexis 
Gordon, Carsyn Jennings, Greta 
Jennison, Dinara Meyers, Michael 
Sayre, Shelby Stevers, Mattison 
Tierney and Ashka Violi.

ACADEMIC
Highest Honors: Abel Atocha, 

Morgan Barnard, Emmett Block, 
Desmond Carrico, Emilia Colo, 
Joseph Darling, Eliza Doucet, 
Emma Doucet, Ann Marie Dufault, 
Helen Engvall, Walker Forand, Ian 
Funke, Isabelle Gallivan, Helen 
Kihm, Samuel Mangini, Luke 
Mayer, Noah Sabourin, Siena 
Stanley, Kalin Tingiris-Shean and 
Joanna Toy.

High Honors: Carley Cook, 
AJ Donlon, Hannah Gallivan, 
Madelyn Hayden, Benjamin 
MacDonald, Andrew Nolan, 
Emma Reen, Hailey Roberts and 
Julia Sonneborn.

Honors: Natalie Atkins, Quinn 
Boglioli, Emma Derringer, Owen 
Frizzell, Alexis Gordon, Sarah 
Heath, Judah Jackson, Carsyn 
Jennings, Greta Jennison, Finley 
Kaeck, Reese Laliberte, Grace 
Orvis, Jordan Schroeder, Shelby 
Stevers, Ellison Thomas and Toby 
Tillotson.
GRADE 12

HABITS OF WORK
Highest Honors: Natalie 

Adams, Sadie Alderman, Gavin 
Bannister, Olivia Campbell, 
Isabella Currier, Chance 
Denecker, Madison Gile, Jordan 
Hall, Owen Kelliher, Noah 
Kirschenbaum, Dakota Larocque, 

Jake Lucarelli, Ryan Marcotullio, 
Addison Mayhew, Patricia 
McNerney, Kenneth Moran, 
Brenden Oxford, Clara Palmer, 
Lucy Parker, Tristin Pudvah, 
Caleb Russell, Vivan Siegfried, 
Abigail Sturtevant, Samuel Tropp 
and Payton Vincent.

High Honors: Morgan Barnes, 
Norman Benoit, Keleigh Boise, 
Sean Davison, Heather Dwire, 
Briggette Giron, Trinity Gonyo, 
Ruby Hall, Sadie James, Maia 
Jensen, Andrew Lester, Lily 
Roberts and Isabella Robideau

Honors: Lucas Allen, Madison 
Aube, Bailey Brinkman, 
Benjamin Brown, Kierra Fay, 
Devan Hemingway, Maisy Hill 
and Sawyer Shepard.

ACADEMIC
Highest Honors: Natalie 

Adams, Sydney Adkins, Sadie 
Alderman, Gavin Bannister, 
Morgan Barnes, Olivia Campbell, 
Sean Davison, Cassandra 
Guillemette, Jordan Hall, Maia 
Jensen, Owen Kelliher, Noah 
Kirschenbaum, Dakota Larocque, 
Andrew Lester, Jake Lucarelli, 
Ryan Marcotullio, Addison 
Mayhew, Eve McCormick, 
Patricia McNerney, Kenneth 
Moran, Lucy Parker, Vivian 
Siegfried, Samuel Tropp and 
Payton Vincent.

High Honors: Norman Benoit, 
Chance Denecker, Madison Gile, 
Ruby Hall, Brenden Oxford, Clara 
Palmer, Tristan Pudvah, Caleb 
Russell and Abigail Sturtevant.

Honors: Madison Aube, 
Keleigh Boise, Benjamin Brown, 
Briggette Giron, Trinity Gonyo, 
Devan Hemingway, Sadie James, 
Lily Roberts, Sawyer Shepard and 
Silas Shepard.

Mount Abraham Union High School honor roll

Creating community
MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE STUDENTS and guests take a photo break during “Hip-Hop: the art of creating community” in the Anderson Freeman Resource Center. The Hip-Hop weekend brought nine guest 

artists of color to the college to work in many different fields of Hip-Hop. The goal of the weekend was to create community in times and from places of crisis and transformation.
Photo by Joly Reyes Collovati
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WE FEEL LUCKY
AND THANKFUL

260 Court Street,Suite 3
Middlebury, VT

(former location of Olympia Sports)

www.Hare.dog    |    (802) 458-8060

Bread Loaf View Farm

Open House Weekends
March 18 & 19, 25 & 26

10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
486 Cider Mill Road, Cornwall  |  802-373-7000

    • Chuck Herrmann’s Maple Museum will 
highlight pioneer uses of the forest and early 
conservation methods.
    • Greg Pask updates his research here 
on the farm regarding the winter firefly 
project.
    • Leah & Rachel Klatzker will have their 
So-Full Sisters food trailer, offering maple 
themed food & drinks!

Come walk the sugarwoods trail
and enjoy our springtime tradition!

Dump Chase
(Continued from Page 1A)

function without investments. The 
projects they have, they just don’t 
have that money sitting around, 
so even if you personally divest, 
they’re getting loans from bigger 
banks,” he said. “Voicing concern, 
changing banks to ones who are 
more environmentally-focused, is 
what can and will swing the tide in 
slowing the use of fossil fuels and 
the development of those projects.” 

Students in SNEG began the 
campaign during the fall semester. 
Previously,  the student-led 
environmental group called on the 
college to divest its $1.1 billion 
endowment from fossil 
fuel investments; after 
a number of years, 
Middlebury College 
trustees agreed to do so 
in 2019. 

When the group 
was looking for a 
new initiative to 
rally behind this past 
fall, students were 
becoming increasingly 
aware of the role big 
banks like Chase play 
in funding fossil fuel 
projects, Zeltsar said.

“Chase directly funds 
the fossil fuel industry, 
and that means that 
Middlebury (College) 
is indirectly funding 
them,” he said. “Like with Chase, 
there are other banks that are heavy 
investors in the fossil fuel industry, 
and so depending on how you’re 
doing your banking, you could 
indirectly be funding fossil fuel 
investments and new projects.” 

The U.S. Energy Information 
Administration states that most of 
the emissions of human-caused 
greenhouse gases come from 
burning fossil fuels like coal 
and natural gas for energy use. 
Scientists in the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change warn 
that we must make deep reductions 
in our greenhouse gas emissions 
in order to limit global warming 
to 1.5 degrees Celsius, in part by 
substantially cutting back on our 
fossil fuel use. 

A “Banking on Climate Chaos” 
report published in 2021 by the 

Sierra Club and a cohort of other 
environmental groups found that 
the world’s 60 largest private banks 
financed $3.8 trillion in fossil fuel 
projects from 2016 to 2021. Chase 
Bank was at the top of the list, 
contributing $317 billion in fossil 
fuel financing during those five 
years. 

Middlebury College uses Chase 
for a portion of its day-to-day 
financial operations and for 
its purchasing cards, company 
charge cards that employees use 
to purchase goods or services on 
behalf of a business. SNEG’s work 
on the “Dump Chase” campaign 

has included meeting 
with college faculty 
and administrators, 
including Executive 
Vice President 
of Finance and 
Administration David 
Provost, to discuss 
finding an alternative 
financial institution for 
the college to use. 

Provost said 
Middlebury College 
leadership has 
encouraged students 
to share their 
recommendations for 
alternative banks that 
the college could use. 
Though, the college 
is a part of the Green 

Mountain Higher Education 
Consortium, and the decision to 
switch banking providers would 
have to include the consortium’s 
other members.  

“It’s important to note that 
Middlebury is one of four 
institutions in a contract with 
Chase, so the decision to change 
banks is not ours alone. The others 
are our consortium partners, Saint 
Michael’s College and Champlain 
College, and Norwich University 
is also partnering with us,” Provost 
said. 

The decision process for 
switching banks will include a 
request for proposals, and the 
multi-year contract would be 
formally approved by the board 
of the Green Mountain Higher 
Education Consortium, which 
includes representatives from each 

colleges’ board and administration. 
Provost said Middlebury College 
will consider contracting with 
other banks, while keeping in 
mind that an alternative financial 
institution would need to be able to 
meet the college’s needs. 

“In selecting a bank to contract 
with, we would consider whether 
it is large enough and has the 
infrastructure to handle our 
business efficiently. Any new bank 
we work with also must be able to 
interface with Oracle, our finance 
processing system,” Provost said. 

The college would need to 
renew its purchasing card contract 
with Chase Bank in 2025, with 
renegotiations taking place prior 
to that. SNEG member Ninive 
Carmen Calegari said the group is 
now working to find an alternative 
financial institution that’s able to 
meet the college’s needs.

“It’s definitely hard to find the 
balance of size (of a bank) that the 
college wants and environmental 
sustainability,” Calegari explained. 
“Size comes with age and the older 
the bank is, the more likely it is that 
they are funding fossil fuels.” 

In addition to encouraging 
Middlebury College to switch from 
Chase Bank, SNEG members are 
hoping to inform fellow students 
and community members about 
how other large banks play a role 
in funding fossil fuel projects. 

“A big part of our demonstration 
is also raising student awareness 
and trying to get people in general 
more aware of where their money 
is going,” said Asha Kannan, a 
first-year student in the Sunday 
Night Environmental Group. “The 
idea of where to open a new credit 
card is really important, especially 
if it’s with the right bank, in 
terms of supporting the fossil fuel 
industry or not.” 

Zeltsar noted that young 
adulthood is when many begin to 
open their own bank account or 
credit card, and SNEG wants to 
encourage students to be mindful 
of what banks they choose to 
support. 

“We are really hoping to get 
students aware of the fact that that 
money doesn’t just come from 
or go to a bank, that there’s more 
there. Banks are a business as 
well,” he said. “(We hope that) as 
students grow financially, get jobs, 
make investments, that they’ll have 
that in the back of their minds.”  
MARCH 14 EVENT 

On Tuesday, the Sunday Night 
Environmental Group held a 
demonstration to further raise 
awareness about the banking 
industry’s role in the climate crisis. 

The Wilson Hall event 
attracted around 90 students and 
community members and featured 
a lineup of speakers, including 
local environmentalist and 
college scholar in residence Bill 
McKibben. 

During his speech, the Ripton 
resident touched on the importance 
of pushing for large banks like 
Chase to stop investing in fossil 
fuel projects. 

McKibben touched on the work 
of Third Act, an organization 
he launched in 2021 that aims 
to engage climate activists who 
are age 60 and older. Third Act 
has an ongoing “Banking on our 
Future” campaign through which 
participants have pledged to close 

their accounts and cut ties with 
large banks like Chase and Bank 
of America. 

“Our work is not to perfect 
ourselves by cutting up credit 
cards, our work is to put pressure 
on (banks) to change in the ways 
that we need them to change as 
fast as we can,” McKibben told the 
crowd at Tuesday’s demonstration. 
“Middlebury can be a really 
powerful place for making that 
happen.” 

Third Act will hold a Day 

of Action on March 21 for the 
Banking on our Future campaign, 
with 90 demonstrations planned 
throughout the country. McKibben 
lauded the actions students have 
taken with the Dump Chase 
campaign and acknowledged 
that older Americans also have a 
responsibility to push for change 
within the banking industry. 

“It’s not our lifetimes that are at 
stake here, but it is somewhat our 
legacies, our sense of the world 
that we’re leaving behind for 

you all. We don’t want it to be a 
poisoned place,” he said. “(On 
March 21), we’re doing our best to 
have your backs.” 

A handful of students 
demonstrated their commitment 
to divesting from banks that fund 
fossil fuel projects by cutting 
up their credit cards with larger 
institutions like Chase. Among the 
demonstrators was Middlebury 
College freshman Will Hinkle, 
who told the crowd that he would 
be cutting up his Chase credit card 
despite not yet having switched to 
a new bank. 

“I’m doing this today to signify 
my commitment to ending my 
ties with Chase Bank. Why have 
I not switched yet? Because it’s a 
process, and we recognize that’s the 
case for most people here,” Hinkle 
said. 

SNEG co-manager Birch Banks 
encouraged individuals to continue 
pushing for change when possible, 
though he and other speakers 
at the event acknowledged the 
lengthy task of switching banking 
providers. 

“As much as we’re asking you to 
look at changing your credit card, to 
look at changing your finances, we 
acknowledge that it’s not going to be 
a reality for everybody. Especially 
large systems like this, they take 
time to change,” Banks said. 

“It’s important 
to note that 
Middlebury 
is one of four 
institutions 
in a contract 
with Chase, 
so the 
decision to 
change banks 
is not ours 
alone.”

— Middlebury 
College Executive 

Vice President 
David Provost

SUNDAY NIGHT ENVIRONMENTAL Group co-managers Birch Banks, left, and Anna Geldert were 
among the Middlebury College students to speak at a student-led demonstration on Tuesday. The event 
was intended to raise awareness of the banking industry’s role in funding fossil fuel projects.  

Independent photo/Steve James

MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE FRESHMAN Will Hinkle cuts his Chase 
Bank credit card during a demonstration at Wilson Hall on Tuesday. 
Students at the event, held by the Sunday Night Environmental 
Group, spoke of how large financial institutions like Chase funnel 
billions of dollars into the fossil fuel industry each year. 

Independent photo/Steve James

LOCAL ENVIRONMENTALIST BILL McKibben, left, and David Provost, Middlebury College’s executive 
vice president of finance and administration, chat before a demonstration hosted by a student 
environmental group on Tuesday. Students want the college to stop using Chase Bank because of the 
bank’s fossil fuel investments.

Independent photo/Steve James

MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE SENIORS Nellie Zhang, left, and Leora 
Segal were among the students that turned out at a demonstration 
held by the Sunday Night Environmental Group on Tuesday. 

Independent photo/Steve James
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MadagascarMadagascar
Wild side 

Every year the senior class at Middlebury Union 
High School stages a musical in the spring a few 
months before the students graduate. No previous 
acting and musical talent is required. Nevertheless, 
Shannon Bohler, who is directing this year’s 
senior play, called the cast “super talented 
and very funny!” This weekend they will stage 
“Madagascar,” the story of a bunch of animals who 
leave the safety and boredom of a New York zoo for 
the wilds of the African island of Madagascar. See 
the show at the MUHS auditorium on Thursday and 
Friday at 7 p.m. and Saturday at noon and 2 p.m. 
Shown during a dress rehearsal Monday night are, 
clockwise from left, Owen Lawton as Alex the lion, 
Mary Johnson playing Marty the zebra, Lawton 
with Ainsleigh Linnea Johnson playing Melman 
the giraffe, Camila Blanco as Gloria the hippo, 
Gloria and Melman presenting a birthday cake to 
Marty, Becca Orten pointing with a headdress as 
King Julien leading a dance of the lemurs, a group 
of seniors playing the penguins that take over the 
ship, and Orden hitting her mark.

Independent photos/Steve James
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Direct number: 802-865-8113
Email: kestey@heritagevt.com

1600 Shelburne Road, South Burlington, Vermont 05403

My name is Kimberly Estey and I’m super excited
to announce that I have joined the

Heritage Ford sales team in South Burlington! 
As a native of New Haven and sales professional in Addison 
County for most of my adult life, I would like to extend a 
personal invitation to all of my friends and contacts in Addison 
County – please come find me in my new position!

Whether you’re looking for a new 
or used vehicle, sell your vehicle, 
or finally get into that dream car of 
yours, I’m here to help! My goal is 

simple, to make your vehicle buying 
process easy. I believe purchasing 

a new vehicle should not only be easy but fun and 
memorable!

I take pride in creating lasting relationships with all 
my customers. I look forward to seeing you soon!

at the 
Bowl
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Join us for a special celebration of the  
Middlebury Ski Club and the  

Middlebury Snow Bowl 

Saturday, April 1st!  
The day will feature a DJ, food, beverage, 

snow golf and a dual terrain slalom course!
A BIG thank you to this 
year’s event sponsors! 

BASH

would help support and expand the 
work of Viva El Sabor, a women-led 
culinary collective based in Addison 
County.  

“We try to support (Viva El 
Sabor) in any way we can, and 
that’s how the idea came about. 
In order to expand their business, 
they need more commercial kitchen 
space,” she explained. “Right now, 
they’re mainly just using their home 
kitchens. This would be something 
they could use on a more regular 
basis, but also something that other 
community members could use as 
well.” 

Viva El Sabor was formed in 
2021 with support from the Addison 
Allies Network and Little Village 
Enterprises, a nonprofit organization 
created by Vermont Coffee Company 
founder Paul Ralston. Members of 
Viva El Sabor, many of whom are 
from Central America and Mexico, 
had previously made and sold their 
authentic dishes within a network of 
other migrant community members. 

The collective made its debut to 
the county in June of 2021, with 
a fiesta on Middlebury’s Marble 
Works green. Ciambra said around 
2,000 community members attended 
the event, which has prompted a 
plethora of catering requests for 
Viva El Sabor’s cuisine throughout 
the state ever since. Viva El Sabor 
operates as several individual 
businesses, rather than as one entity.

“(The collective) started cooking, 
and that has been very popular,” 
Ciambra said. “The women started 
cooking at a lot of different events, 
not only in Addison County, but also 
in Burlington and Montpelier.”  

A longtime hope for collective 
members has been to become full-
fledged businesses with the ability 
to make and package food for 
distribution at local stores. Ciambra 
said a community kitchen would 
provide Viva El Sabor a space to 
grow its businesses in that direction. 

With a tortilla factory and 
potential for retail space, the 
community kitchen could also 
provide a place for the creation and 
distribution of other Mexican and 
Central American food products 
that are hard to come by in Addison 
County. 

“It was a long-time idea of mine 
that it would be nice to have a 
tortilleria in Middlebury because 
it’s the basis of Mexican cuisine, 
tortilla and masa,” Ciambra said. 
“It could be a place where there’s 
access to products that are used 
in Mexican and Central American 
cooking. We’ve talked about a lot 
of things.” 

Though the community kitchen 
was inspired by Viva El Sabor, the 
hope is that it would be used by 
and benefit residents throughout 
Addison County. Ciambra said the 
community members she’s talked 
to have expressed interest in having 
access to such a space. 

“We surveyed the migrant 
community and ACORN members 
and found a lot of support for the 
idea,” she said. “One person said he 
may use it for beekeeping classes, 
another person said they’d use it to 
make crackers.” 

Kitchen 
(Continued from Page 1A)

VERONICA CIAMBRA IS the director of the Addison Allies Network, 
a nonprofit organization dedicated to supporting Addison County’s 
migrant community. The network has teamed up with other local 
organizations for its latest project — a community, commercial 
kitchen located in Addison County. 

Independent photo/Marin Howell

A TEAM EFFORT 
Work on developing a community 

kitchen has been a collaborative 
effort, with representatives from 
ACORN, Addison Allies, Viva El 
Sabor and Middlebury College 
meeting frequently throughout the 
winter to create a business plan for 
the space. 

The group has received funding 
from the Vermont Community 
Health Partnership Grant through 
Porter Medical Center, the New 
England Grassroots Environment 
Fund and the Vermont Foodbank 
to cover costs of developing a 
business plan and pay consultants 
to help with the technical aspects of 
the plan. 

The team is now working with 
the Vermont Small Business 
Development Center as they 
finetune the details of the business 
plan, as well as consulting with 
the Vermont Food Venture Center 
in Hardwick, which operates three 
shared-use, commercial kitchens 
available for rent to businesses and 
farms throughout the Caledonia 
County area. 

Ciambra said a wide variety 
of funding sources for further 
developing the community kitchen 
are being researched and discussed. 
Once operational, the community 
kitchen could potentially operate 
as a for-profit entity with revenue 
coming from space rental, tortilla 
sales and other revenue streams the 
group is exploring. 

Another current focus of the 
group is collecting information 
about community interest and 
determining what sorts of things 
the kitchen space could be used 
for. Ciambra said there’s been a 
demonstrated interest from growers 
affiliated with ACORN in being 
able to use the space to make value-
added products. 

Middlebury College students 
involved in the college’s Center for 
Community Engagement as well as 
Professor Molly Anderson’s course 
on Food Power & Justice will be 
surveying the community to see 

how Addison County residents 
might like to use a commercial 
kitchen space. Students will also 
research how other Vermont 
communities have structured and 
operated shared-use kitchens. 

Ciambra said this information 
will help inform the process of 
creating the space. 

“Just figuring out what is needed: 
how many stoves, how many sinks 
and what we would have to do to get 
all of that in place,” she explained.  

The hope is to have the kitchen 
located in Middlebury. The group 
has been exploring potential sites 
but has not yet secured anything. 
Ciambra said the ideal location 
would provide space for fellowship 
in addition to cooking.  

“We have from the beginning 
talked about there being some 
community meeting space, so that 
people could come together,” she 
said. 
COME TOGETHER 

The potential for community 
members to gather is a central 
part of the vision for the kitchen. 
Ciambra said the space will 
hopefully help combat the isolation 
members of the migrant community 
might experience. 

“Socially, people in the migrant 
community are pretty isolated,” she 
said. “I had always thought that it 
would be a place where people from 
the migrant community would feel 
comfortable being.” 

She hopes the space goes a step 
further as well, by helping boost 
visibility of the migrant community 
in Addison County and encouraging 
Addison County residents to get to 
know their migrant neighbors. 

“My vision has always been 
that it would be a catalyst for more 
integration of the communities, and 
just more recognition of the farm 
workers because they are here,” 
Ciambra said. “The hope is that 
we would acknowledge that we 
have a lot of people from Mexico 
and Central America who live in 
Addison County and giving some 
recognition to them.”

By the way
(Continued from Page 1A)

card to pay online. Learn more 
at starksborovt.org/towngreen. 
In addition to delicious 
food, the event will boast 
outdoor adventures (weather 
dependent) and fun for all ages. 
The Starksboro pavilion project 
is a locally organized endeavor 
that’s entirely dependent on 
volunteer labor and financial 
contributions. Organizers are 
hoping to secure the final funds 
needed this spring in order 
to complete the structure in 
time for summer. This is the 
first time they’ve tried a chili 
contest so they are planning for 
just Starksboro people come to 
the event while they see how it 
goes.

The Bristol American Legion 
along with the Brendon P. 
Cousino Med47 Foundation will 
host a blood drive on Thursday, 
March 23, from noon to 5 p.m. 
Prospective donors are encouraged 
to come help meet an ever-urgent 
need for blood; consider giving in 
memory or dedication to a loved 
one. Organizers will have hearts 
on which to place your name for 
a display. Donors get a $10 Visa 
card by email and get a chance to 
win $3,000. Terms can be found at 
rcblood.org/help. Please note: You 
must preschedule an appointment 
for the March 23 blood drive. Call 
1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-
2767) or visit RedCrossBlood.org 
and enter: BRISTOLLEGION to 
schedule your appointment.

Middlebury’s Mary Johnson 
Children’s Center is developing 
a three-year strategic plan, 
and your help is needed. In the 
spirit of crafting an inclusive, 
well-informed vision for the 
future of the nonprofit childcare 
organization, Addison County 
residents are being asked to 
participate in a survey, which 
can be found at tinyurl.com/
mwbnpmur. Note: The survey 
will close on Sunday, March 
19, at 10 p.m. Mary Johnson 

officials are particularly 
interested in hearing from 
parents and caregivers of 
children not currently enrolled 
in MJCC programs, people who 
are planning to become parents 
and caregivers of children in the 
next three years, and employers 
and people who are responsible 
for making hiring decisions. 
The survey takes around 10-
15 minutes to complete. Got 
questions? Contact Executive 
Director Kristen Dunne at 
kristen@mjccvt.org.

The United Way of Addison 
County is accepting letters of 
interest from Addison County 
nonprofits seeking financial 
assistance to provide education-
related services. Letters of interest 
are due by Wednesday, March 
22. Go to tinyurl.com/2th6zstv to 
read full eligibility requirements 
and submission guidelines. 
It’s part of the United Way’s 
ongoing effort to improve health, 
education and financial stability 
by working within philanthropy 
to advocate for more resources to 
go to local nonprofit organizations 
with boots on the ground. Email 
Amy Hoekstra with questions at 
amyh@unitedwayaddisoncounty.
org.

Gov. Phil Scott recently 
appointed 106 individuals 
to various state boards and 
commissions, including several 
members of the District No. 9 
Environmental Commission, 
which reviews land use and 
development plans — including 
Act 250 applications — for 
projects in the Addison County 
area. Receiving appointments 
to that commission were Brian 
Carpenter of Middlebury, 
Rob North of Ferrisburgh 
and Robert Feuerstein of 
Vergennes. The Governor’s 
Office is soliciting applications 
to fill vacancies and upcoming 
term expirations. All those 
interested in serving on a board 
or commission should apply 

at the governor’s website at 
tinyurl.com/yuuat3ja.

The Middlebury Area Land 
Trust  is gearing up for its summer 
season and is looking for high 
school students to volunteer for 
one to three weeks of summer 
camp. As a “counselor in 
training,” you’ll be a positive role 
models for MALT campers, help 
facilitate games and activities, 
and even lead activities. It’s a 
great, flexible option for students 
who are looking to get volunteer 
hours, love spending time 
outside and want to develop their 
education and leadership skills. If 
you’re interested, email camp@
MALTVT.org, or download 
our application at maltvt.org/
volunteer.

By popular demand, 
Tri-Valley Transit (TVT) — 
formerly known as Addison 
County Transit Resources — is 
planning a midday LINK to 
Burlington bus service running 
Monday through Friday, 
beginning in mid-April. The 
plan includes a one-seat ride 
to the University Mall with 
return service on the next trip.  
To view the proposed schedule, 
visit the “news” link at tinyurl.
com/2s4tj93k. A public feedback 
meeting on the new service will 
be held at 6 p.m. on March 30, 
at TVT’s headquarters at 297 
Creek Road, Middlebury — or 
by Zoom, at us06web.zoom.
us/j/87261167488. 

Average gasoline prices in 
Vermont have risen 1.7 cents 
per gallon during the past week 
to $3.42 per gallon, according 
to GasBuddy’s survey of 626 
stations. Prices in Vermont are 
5.2 cents per gallon lower than 
a month ago and 86.8 cents per 
gallon lower than a year ago. 
According to GasBuddy, the 
cheapest station in Vermont is 
$3.16, and the most expensive 
is $3.59. The national average is 
$3.44 per gallon.
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If  you’re not sleeping,  
maybe you’re doing it wrong.

   

MAUI™
MEDIUM

      Twin Set ...... $849
     Full Set ........... $949
      Queen Set ........... $999
   King Set ............... $1399

Simmons Beautyrests are designed to bring you better quality sleep – 
so you’ll have more energy the next day.

   
      Twin Set ...... $895
     Full Set ......... $1095
      Queen Set ......... $1299
   King Set ............... $1699

CAYMAN™
EXTRA FIRM

  

L-CLASS™
MEDIUM

      
     Twin Set ....... $2599
    Full Set ............ $3099
   Queen Set ............ $3299
 King Set ................. $4099

  

L-CLASS™
FIRM

    
       Twin Set ........ $2299
    Full Set ............ $2799
    Queen Set ........... $2999  
King Set ................. $3799

  

L-CLaSS™
PiLLow ToP

    
     Twin XL SeT .... $2999
    FuLL SeT ............ $3299
    Queen SeT ............. $3599
  King SeT ................. $4399

  

C-CLASS™
FIRM

      Twin Set .... $3199
     Full Set ......... $3599
      Queen Set ......... $3899
   King Set ............... $4799

  

C-CLASS™
MEDIUM

    
      Twin Set ...... $3199
   Full Set ........... $3599
      Queen Set ......... $3899
   King Set ............... $4799

1-800-261-WOOD
802-388-6297

• FREE Delivery
• FREE Set-up
• FREE Removal

    www.woodwarevt.com 

FREEDELIVERY

Route 7 South • Middlebury VT  •  Hours: Monday-Saturday 9-5, Closed Sundays

Motion 
Separation 

Index

170
Super pocketed coil™ SpringS
the gold Standard in undiSturbed reSt.

All Simmons® mattresses are built 
so well you never have to flip them

for the life of the mattress.

MIDDLEBURY — As part 
of their spring 2023 speaker 
series, the Middlebury AAUW 
(American Association of 
University Women) and Ilsley 
Library are hosting a presentation 
with Middlebury College Political 
Science Professor Sarah Stroup 
on Tuesday, March 21, at 7 p.m. 
at the Ilsley. Stroup will speak 
on “Conflict Transformation at 
Middlebury and Beyond”.

During her presentation, award-
winning author Stroup will outline 
the challenges and the opportunities 
afforded by a $25 million, seven-
year grant to Middlebury from 
the Kathryn Wasserman Davis 
Foundation. “Conflict is part 
of the human experience,” says 
Stroup, Director of the Davis 
CT Collaborative. “The field of 
conflict transformation explores 
how destructive conflicts become 
relatively constructive and how 

RIPTON — The Board of 
Trustees of the Spirit in Nature 
Paths in Ripton have announced 
that the 2023 Eco-Spirit Award 
will be presented to Carol Spooner, 
founding member of SpIN, at 
the SpIN Annual Meeting. The 
meeting will be at the Ripton 
Community House, on Sunday 
March 19, from 4 to 5 p.m. Prior to 
the Annual Meeting will be a short, 
guided walk from 2:30 to 3:30 
p.m., starting at the SpIN parking 
area. All are invited to attend one 
or both of these events, which are 
free of charge.

Carol Spooner has been a 
guiding light for SpIN since its 
inception, starting with the SpIN 
declaration of purpose: “Spirit In 
Nature’s mission is to educate the 
community about the environment 

through the vehicle of traditional 
religions, and to promote action 
based on spiritually-sensitive 
concerns for the environment.”  
Spooner was the President of the 
Spirit In Nature Board of Trustees 
for ten years, during which 
she significantly expanded the 
financial base of the organization, 
encouraged the growth of its path 
network, and established ties with 
faith-based communities in the 
area.

SpIN maintains a network of 
walking paths just off Goshen 
Road in Ripton, on forested land 
that SpIN maintains under a license 
agreement with Middlebury 
College. This year, 2023, marks the 
25th anniversary of the founding of 
SpIN, inspired by the Dalai Lama’s 
visit to Middlebury in 1998. 

Each path has quotations from a 
particular spiritual or religious 
tradition.

In conjuncction with SpIN’s 
25th anniversary, the SpIN board 
is actively seeking to establish 
connections with more faith-based 
groups in the area, to encourage 
their members to walk their 
group’s existing path, and to make 
suggestions for new quotations. 
SpIN welcomes individuals seeking 
to find out more about whether 
their own faith is represented, and 
to suggest changes and new ideas 
for the board to consider. 

SpIN paths are open to the public, 
free of charge, during daylight 
hours. For more information, see 
www.spiritinnature.org or e-mail 
spiritinnature.vermont@gmail.
com.

the institution and beyond. 
AAUW is a non-profit 

organization founded in 1881. 
Its mission is to advance gender 
equity for women and girls through 
research, education, and advocacy. 
The Middlebury branch, founded 
in 1922, meets once a month 
from September through May, 
and sponsors presentations open 
to the public. Following its spring 
2022 series on “Polarization,” for 
spring 2023 AAUW will focus 
on “Creating Community.” On 
April 18 Wake Forest Professor of 
Neuroscience Shannon McCauley 
Ramback will speak on women in 
the sciences. 

For more information about 
AAUW, visit aauw.org. With 
questions about local AAUW 
activities, contact Ann Straub 
(207-210-5563) or Liane Barrera 
(802-388-7421).

Legion lauds LaRose
AMERICAN LEGION POST 19 Auxiliary President Karen Cox during a March 11 ceremony hands 

a plaque to Bristol resident Connie LaRose recognizing LaRose’s decades of service to the 
Legion and Scouting as well as her mentoring of young women and service to the sport during 
her decades-long Hall of Fame high school basketball coaching career. Post 19 created an annual 
$1,000 scholarship to be awarded in LaRose’s name. 

Photo courtesy of Mark Bouvier

SpIN Eco-Spirit to recognize Carol Spooner

SARAH  STROUP

Prof. Stroup to talk about conflict

people can conduct themselves 
to foster such changes.” 
The Davis Foundation grant 
allows Middlebury College to 
examine and implement conflict 
transformation work throughout 

ADDISON COUNTY — On this 
past Friday, March 10, at around 
1 p.m., Vermont State Police went 
to a home on Lapham Road in 
Shoreham to recover a stolen ATV. 
They encountered David Ambrose, 
57, of Shoreham, who they learned 
had an active arrest warrant out for 
his arrest. 

Troopers took Ambrose into 
custody without incident, took 
him to the Middlebury Police 
Department for processing and 
released him to Middlebury 
Probation and Parole. Ambrose was 
then taken by probation officials 
to the Marble Valley Regional 
Correctional Facility in Rutland, 
where he was held without bail. 

He was scheduled to appear in 
Addison County Superior Court, 
Criminal Division, on Monday, 

Police Log
Vt. State

Stolen ATV found, wanted man arrested

March 13.
In other recent activity, state 

police:
• On March 3 at 9:30 p.m. stopped 

a vehicle driven by Rachelle Venter, 
39, of Wallingford in Middlebury 
and cited her for driving with a 
criminally suspended license.

• Late on the morning of March 
8 closed one lane of Route 17 
between New Haven village and 
Route 7 after someone crashed into 
a utility pole resulting in power line 
damage. Police opened the road 
fully by a few minutes after noon 
and did not provide any information 

on the crash.
• On March 10 at a few minutes 

before 11 p.m. went to the scene 
of a one-car crash on Route 125 
near the intersection with West 
Street in Cornwall. Police cited 
Casey Kimball, 22, of Middlebury 
for driving under the influence. 
Troopers were assisted on scene 
by Middlebury Regional EMS and 
the Cornwall Fire Department. No 
injuries were reported.

• On March 11, at about 11:15 
p.m., were patrolling Route 7 in 
Ferrisburgh and conducted a traffic 
stop after seeing a motor vehicle 
violation. Police said the driver, 
Mark S. Taylor, 54, of Charlotte 
showed signs of impairment, so 
they screened him, took him into 
custody and cited him for driving 
under the influence.

MIDDLEBURY — Ilsley Public 
Library will host the Middlebury 
Garden Club lecture, “This Year 
Get the Upper Hand: Pests and 
Diseases to Expect in 2023,” by 
Ann Hazelrigg, on Tuesday, April 
11, at 1 p.m. 

Hazelrigg has seen it all. Close 
up. Under a microscope. Vermont 
gardeners weed samples, garden 

diseases and insect infestations. 
It’s all part of her work as director 
of the University of Vermont 
Plant Diagnostic Clinic and her 
experience in the field and in her 
Williston home gardens. In this 
seminar she will tell what she saw 
in 2022, what is coming, what to 
do about it, and to give gardeners 
hope. Ann will include updates on 

spongy moth, beech leaf disease, 
jumping worms, leek moth and 
spotted lantern fly, among other 
invaders.

The talk will take place in the 
Ilsley’s community room and 
is free and open to the public. 
The lecture qualifies for Master 
Gardener Continuing Ed hours.

Garden Club to offer talk on pests and diseases
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CASTLETON — Five seniors 
from local high school football 
teams have been selected to play for 
Vermont in the 70th Annual Shrine 
Maple Sugar Bowl. The game, 
which pits standout players from 
Vermont against New Hampshire 
all-stars, will be played on Saturday, 
Aug. 2, at Castleton University.

Three played for the Division I 
runner-up Middlebury team: tight 
end/defensive end Penn Riney, 
running back/linebacker Cole 
Schnoor, and fullback/nose tackle 
Cameron Stone.

Joining them will be Mount 
Abraham/Vergennes two-way 
lineman Caleb Russell and Otter 
Valley running back/linebacker 
Keevon Parks. Russell and Parks 
helped their teams make the Division 
III postseason this past fall.

The head coach for the Vermont 
team will be Greg Balch, coach of 
D-III champion Windsor. 

Screening committees chaired by 
the Shrine head coaches selected 
the Vermont and New Hampshire 
teams from among 200 candidates 
between the two states. Players from 
31 high schools are represented on 
the Vermont squad. 

The Shrine Maple Sugar Bowl is 
played for the benefit of the Shriners 
Children’s hospital facilities. In its 
first 69 years, the bowl has raised 
millions of dollars. The Shrine 
Maple Sugar Bowl game is one of 
30 such games played every year 
across the country. This twin state 
game is sponsored by the two Shrine 
Centers of Vermont, Cairo (Rutland) 
and Mt. Sinai (Montpelier).

Five local football players 
picked for Vt. Shrine squad

By ANDY KIRKALDY
MIDDLEBURY — In 2019 

and 2022 the Middlebury College 
women’s lacrosse program won 
NESCAC and NCAA Division III 
titles. 

With COVID-19 reigning the 
two years between, maybe it’s 
not accurate to say Coach Kate 
Livesay’s 2023 group is shooting 
for a three-peat. But based on early 
returns (the team’s record is 3-0) the 
official ledger keepers might have 
to figure out what to call it when the 
Panthers wrap up this season.

A game at also undefeated Trinity 
this coming Saturday might reveal 
more about this year’s Middlebury 
team.

Last week the Panthers picked 
up a pair of NESCAC wins, bolting 
to an early lead against a top-20 
Bowdoin team after a long midweek 
bus ride and settling for a 15-9 road 
victory. And on Saturday, they 
rolled over visiting Connecticut 
College, 19-3, in a game that wasn’t 
as close as the final score — it was 
10-1 after 15 minutes.

One of Livesay’s only headaches 
so far has been finding playing time 
for everyone.

“We feel good. We really love 
this team. It’s probably one of the 
deepest teams that we’ve had, 
which has been fun,” she said. 

Livesay acknowledged this could 
be the most athletic team she’s 
coached since taking over in 2016 
(her record is now 108-11). 

“It’s a fast team. I think a few 

years ago we had a really great 
team, a skilled team, but we were 
missing some speed,” she said. 
“This team is just super athletic.”

That speed, plus plenty of skill, 
has been posing problems for 
opponents when they try to move 
the ball up the field, and when the 
Panthers themselves move the 
ball in transition, as they did well 
against Connecticut — although 
Livesay sees room for more growth 
there.

“You’re seeing that mostly in the 
ride, I think, which is really fun, and 
we’re hoping to expose it more in 
transition for us,” she said. “We’ll 
get there.”

A defense led on Saturday by 
senior Erica Barr, junior Chloe 
Newman and sophomore Madison 
Paylor is also quick and aggressive. 
Basically, the Panthers used their 
depth and speed to press their 
opponents all over the field.

“That’s the idea, to wear teams 
down. There’s just no place where 
they’re comfortable,” Livesay said. 
“That’s how we want to play.”

Barr is also just one of three 
Panther seniors, along with starting 
goalie Annie Enrietto and reigning 
NESCAC Player of the Week Jane 
Earley, who combined for eight 
goals and four assists in the two 
wins.

Livesay expects her team to get 
better as the season progresses, 
and growth on the part of its many 
younger players is one reason.

“We are playing a lot of freshmen 

and sophomores. Although there 
are a lot of key returners, there’s a 
bit of youth to us,” she said. “It will 
be exciting to see how they mature 
and grow and improve.”
SATURDAY GAME

Vs. Connecticut it took 36 
seconds after Earley won the 
opening draw for Susan Rowley to 
bolt in from the right side and finish 
inside the far post to make it 1-0, 
Panthers. Then Earley scored her 
first of three goals at 13:04 on a free 
position. 

At 9:48 Emma Inouye scored in 
transition to make it 3-0, a goal that 
followed middie Caroline Messer 

picking off a pass during a rare 
Camel foray into the Panther end. 

The first-period goals kept 
coming. Rowley, who scored four 
times, converted a nifty Earley feed 
into traffic. Earley, who helped 
Middlebury win nine of 11 draws in 
the quarter, whipped home another 
free position. Messer dodged 
through the defense from the left 
and finished back inside the left 
post.  

The Camels (2-1) broke through 
at 2:34 to make it 7-1: Kate 
Coughlin cashed in on a rebound of 
the Camels’ first shot on Enrietto, 

PANTHER SOPHOMORE ATTACKER Kelcey Dion hits the turf to get this successful shot off in the Panther lacrosse team’s big win over 
visiting Conn College on Saturday. Dion finished with a hat trick.

Independent photo/Steve James

PANTHER SENIOR ATTACKER Jane Earley leaves a Conn College 
player in her wake during the Middlebury lax team’s 19-3 victory on 
Saturday. Earley paced the Panthers with four goals.

Independent photo/Steve James

Women’s lacrosse starts rolling again
Big Saturday victory follows road win, pushes Middlebury’s record to 3-0

PANTHER WOMEN’S HOCKEY goalie Sophia Merageas makes one of her 22 saves during Middlebury’s 4-0 first-round NCAA D-III victory 
over visiting Suffolk on March 8 at Chip Kenyon Arena.

Will Costello/WillC Images

By ANDY KIRKALDY
PLATTSBURGH, N.Y. — Host 

Plattsburgh State on Saturday held 
on to edge the Middlebury College 
women’s hockey team, 4-2, in an 
NCAA Division III quarterfinal. 

A two-goal second-period that 
snapped a 1-1 tie proved to be the 
difference for the 26-2 Cardinals. 
The Panthers, who had dominated 
Suffolk in a first-round victory 
three days earlier (see story in 
this section) finished 17-8-3 as 
their hopes for a second-straight 
NCAA title came to an end. They 
were making their 18th NCAA 
appearance. 

Emma McLean put Plattsburgh 
on the board 1:51 after the opening 
faceoff. Panther goalie Sophie 
Merageas denied an initial bid 
from the slot by Holly Schmelzer, 
but McLean was at the left post to 
bang the rebound home.

Merageas made five saves in 
the first 4:10 before Panther Molly 
MacQueen forced Cardinal goalie 

Ashley Davis to make a blocker 
stop on a bid from the right circle 
for her first save. Merageas made 
a big stop seven minutes in, 
sprawling to thwart McLean’s bid 
from between the circles.

Middlebury defender Claudia 
Vira knotted the contest at 9:47 on 
a power play. Fellow defender Eva 
Hendrikson slid the puck from the 
top of the right circle to Vira at the 
left dot, and Vira slapped the puck 
home from there. 

The Panthers had two good 
chances to take the lead, but Davis 
stopped Britt Nawrocki both times, 
once on a two-on-one break with 
Jenna Letterie at 5:41, and once 
from point-blank at 4:56. At that 
point the shots were even at 11-11. 

But the Cardinals took control 
the rest of the period, including on a 
power play defended well by Vira, 
Sabrina Kim and Cece Ziegler. 
Merageas also padded away Nicole 
Unsworth’s blast from the right dot 

Plattsburgh nips Panther 
women’s hockey, ends 
Midd’s NCAA tourney bid

COLLEGE SPORTS
Women’s Hockey

NCAA D-III Tournament
3/7 Midd vs Suffolk ............................ 4-0
3/11 Plattsburgh vs Midd ................... 4-2

Baseball
3/12 Midd vs Swarthmore .................. 4-2
3/12 Midd vs Swarthmore .................. 9-2

Women’s Lacrosse
3/8 Midd vs Bowdoin ....................... 15-9 
3/11 Midd vs Connecticut ................ 19-3 
3/15 St. Lawrence at Midd ..............  Late

Men’s Lacrosse
3/11 Midd vs Connecticut ................ 10-9
3/12 Midd vs RPI ............................  10-9

COLLEGE SPORTS
Baseball

California Trip
3/19 Midd at Chapman ...................2 PM
3/20 Midd at La Verne ....................6 PM
3/22 Midd at Redlands ....................6 PM
3/24 Midd at Cal Lutheran ..............6 PM
3/25 Midd at Cal Lutheran (2) ........  2 PM

Women’s Lacrosse
3/18 Midd at Trinity ........................ Noon
3/20 Midd at Lebanon ....................  4 PM
3/23 Midd at TCNJ .........................  4 PM
3/25 Bates at Midd ......................... Noon

Men’s Lacrosse
3/18 Trinity at Midd .........................1 PM
3/21 Midd vs Union (TX)  ................8 PM
3/25 Midd at Bates ..........................1 PM

Softball 
In Florida*

3/18 Midd vs Farmingdale* .....  11:30 AM
3/18 Midd vs Ohio Wesleyan* .......  2 PM
3/19 Midd vs Union* ...............  11:30 AM
3/19 Midd vs Keuka* .......................2 PM
3/20 Midd vs Hope* ................. 11:30 AM
3/20 Midd vs Kalamazoo* ...............2 PM
3/21 Midd vs Carleton* ................... 9 AM 
3/21 Midd vs Manchester* ......  11:30 AM
3/23 Midd vs St. Lawrence* ...........  9 AM
3/23 Midd vs Old Westbury* ...  11:30 AM
3/24 Midd vs Grinnell* ...................  9 AM
3/24 Midd vs Oberlin*  ....................2 PM

SWARTHMORE, Penn. — The 
Middlebury College baseball team 
swept a Sunday doubleheader 
from Swarthmore, 4-2 and 9-2, to 
improve to 3-2 on the season. The 
Panthers now head to California 
for a series of games starting this 
coming Sunday at Chapman.

In this past Sunday’s opener, 
Alex Price tossed a seven-inning 
complete game to earn the win, 
allowing five hits, walking none 
and striking out nine. Swarthmore 
took a 1-0 lead in the fifth on a 
solo homer, and then the Panthers 
erupted for all four of its runs 
in the top of the sixth, with Kyle 
McCausland’s three-run homer the 
key blow.

Beau Root started the rally with 
a walk, then John Collins singled. 
Jack Stolper reached on an error, 
picking up an RBI when Root 
scored on the play, and then he 
and Collins trotted home when 
McCausland cleared the fence. 
Swarthmore got one run back in the 
bottom of the seventh before Price 
slammed the door.

The Panthers also got a big 
homer during the nightcap, a David 
Byrne grand slam, and five innings 
of one-hit baseball from Justin 
Lessing, who earned the win by 
fanning eight and walking two.   

Both teams scored once in the 
first, with a sacrifice fly from 
McCausland plating the Panther 
run.

In the second inning, Middlebury 
scored twice on RBI singles from 
Byrne and Baker Angstman, and 
they added a run in the third when 
Stolper walked and scored on a 
Byrne groundout for a 4-1 edge.

Swarthmore cut the deficit to 
4-2 in the bottom of the sixth, but 
the Panthers put the game out of 
reach with five runs in the seventh. 
Root was hit by a pitch and came 
home on a single from Stolper 
before Byrne capped the scoring 
by blasting his grand slam over the 
left field fence. 

Panther baseball 
takes two of three 
from Swarthmore

ScheduleSchedule

(See Lacrosse, Page 2B)
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*10th annual Free Brakes for Food*
We are collecting food for Addison County HOPE

and are willing to bribe you!

Free brakes for food*
All you have to do is 

bring a bag of 
12 non-perishable 

food items per axle 
for this fine organization!

Final Days!

* We start off with a Free Brake Inspection and Free Brake Diagnosis. If you need brakes, 
we provide FREE Premium Brake Pads and $45 off the Labor and Install the Pads with the 

purchase of rotors. No other discounts may be combined with this offer.
We do not pad slap!

Go to Hope-VT.org     Dates: Feb. 6- March 17, 2023
“We are proud of this annual drive that’s contributed over 1,000 pounds of 

food to HOPE each year.” — Steve and Lisa Dupoise

Family 
operated 

since 
1982

33 Seymour Street     Middlebury, VT
802-388-7620  •  www.countytirecenter.com

info@countytirecenter.com
Mon - Fri 8am-5pm     Closed Saturday & Sunday

Offer ENDS March 17!

Memorial Sports Center
296 Buttolph Drive • Middlebury, VT

802-388-1238
info@memorialsportscenter.org
MemorialSportsCenter.org

ThankYou
for a

Great
Season!

WE HOST EVENTS 
YEAR ROUND!

Car Shows
Concerts

Flea Markets
Fundraisers

and much more.
See our website 

for more info

802-388-6888   •   VERMONTSUN.COM

Novice and advanced athletes alike marvel at the beauty of our courses 
and enjoy the mountains, lakes and streams of Central Vermont.

See our website for course maps, race details and registration.

5K,  10K  &  5K,  10K  &  HALF MARATHONHALF MARATHON

May 14, 2023May 14, 2023
Lake Lake Dunmore, Dunmore, 

VermontVermont

at 0:55 after the power play ended.
The Panthers pressed early in the 

second period, and Davis did well 
to deny Delanie Goniwiecha from 
the right circle in the third minute. 

But at 11:09, the Cardinals struck 
back. Sara Krauseneck picked off 
a clearing attempt at the top of the 
right circle, went in alone on goal, 
faked to her right, came across the 
crease and whipped the puck into 
the upper right corner. 

The Cardinals controlled most 
of the rest of the period, but with 
just under two minutes remaining, 
the Panthers had a chance to tie the 
score. MacQueen won a faceoff 
and sent the puck to Vira just inside 
the blue line, but Vira’s hard shot 

hit a Cardinal defender in the slot.
Less than a minute later, the 

Cardinals made it 3-1. Merageas 
stopped back-to-back bids by 
Mattie Norton, but Ivy Boric was 
on the right pipe to put the second 
rebound home with 1:12 on the 
clock.  

Middlebury cut the deficit to 
3-2 with 6:01 expired in the final 
period when Nawrocki one-timed 
a shot from the left faceoff circle 
on a feed from Letterie, who had 
picked up the rebound of a Kim 
shot from the right point. 

Two minutes later, Merageas 
made a save on Boric to keep it a 
one-goal game. 

At the other end, Davis blockered 
away bids by Vira and Letterie in 

the middle of the period, and with 
three minutes to go she smothered 
a Raia Schluter shot. 

With 40 seconds left and 
Merageas, who finished with a 
season-high 33 saves, watching 
from the bench, Letterie launched 
the Panthers’ final bid. But Davis 
kicked it away for her 28th save. 

Letterie, a senior captain, finished 
with a team high of 31 points (10 
goals and 21 assists). Earlier in the 
NESCAC playoffs she reached 100 
points for her career.

With seven seconds to go, 
Unsworth tapped in an empty-
netter to end the Panthers’ hopes 
for a repeat of their 2022 dream 
season. 

  

Hockey 
(Continued from Page 1B)

By ANDY KIRKALDY
MIDDLEBURY — Given the 

way the Middlebury College 
women’s hockey team dominated 
visiting Suffolk University in 
Wednesday’s NCAA Division III 
first-round game in a 4-0 win, what 
happened the previous Sunday 
probably was more pivotal.

That’s when the defending 
NCAA champion Panthers 
gathered around a computer screen 
with Coach Bill Mandigo to learn 
if they would get an invitation to 
the dance. 

Even with the NCAA field 
expanded to 11 teams it was far 
from certain — Middlebury had 
lost to top-seeded Amherst on 
March 3 in a NESCAC semifinal 
as a No. 4 seed. 

But the news was good: The 
Panthers were not only in, they 

would host Suffolk, a first-time 
NCAA participant that concluded 
its season at 18-8-2. 

After they defeated Suffolk, 
the Middlebury skaters described 
what it was like three days earlier 
to learn they would defend their 
title.

“We all watched the selection 
show together, and it was a little 
nerve-wracking,” said freshman 
Avery McInerny during the press 
conference after Wednesday’s big 
win, in which she scored twice. 
“But it was super exciting when 
we found out, especially having a 
home game.” 

Mandigo has evidence of what 
it was like in the room. 

“I have a video of it,” Mandigo 
said. “It’s pretty cool to watch. 
These guys kind of explode into 
joy.”

Next up for the 17-7-3 Panthers 
would be a Saturday quarterfinal 
at SUNY-Plattsburgh (25-2). The 
Cardinals topped the Panthers in 
overtime, 2-1, in Kenyon Arena, 
back on Jan. 10. (See the story on 
this game on Page 1B.)

Middlebury senior co-captain 
Jenna Letterie, who racked 
up a goal and three assists on 
Wednesday, said the Panthers are 
looking forward to the rematch.

“We’re trying to play all the 
teams we lost to earlier on to prove 

that we’ve worked hard and we’re 
a better team than we were earlier 
in the season,” Letterie said. “We 
can come Saturday and play our 
best and see what happens.”

Mandigo said the key might 
be taking advantage of the fewer 
chances the Panthers are likely to 
get on Saturday than they did on 
Wednesday, when they outshot 

Suffolk, 45-22.
“The further you go along 

you play against better teams,” 
Mandigo said. “Your opportunities 
to score are less, because everyone 
plays good defense. So you’ve got 
to find a way to be opportunistic, 
find a way to put the puck in the 

net when you have the chance.”
More good work from goalie 

Sophia Merageas will also be 
helpful vs. Plattsburgh. Merageas, 
behind solid defense, has allowed 
only two goals in her past four 
outings, both in last weekend’s 
loss to Amherst. 

“The last four games she’s been 
excellent,” Mandigo said.

On Wednesday, Middlebury 
didn’t allow a Suffolk shot in 
the first six minutes. Ram goalie 
Lily O’Neil made her best early 
save by stopping Jordan Hower’s 
point-blank rebound bid of a 
Molly MacQueen shot. 

More chances for the Panthers 
came from Hower and linemates 
Caroline Cutter and Cat 
Appleyard, and defenders Cece 
Ziegler and Ashley McDonald. At 
12:34, O’Neil moved quickly to 
deny McInerny at the right post on 
a two-on-one with Letterie.

Merageas also made a key save 
with three minutes to go in the 
period and the game still scoreless. 
Ram Jesse Kennedy picked up a 
loose puck in the left circle and 
lined up a shot alone in the slot, 

but Merageas smothered her low 
bid with her left pad and stick.

With 35 seconds left in the 
period, Middlebury took the lead 
thanks to freshman sniper Britt 
Nawrocki. Letterie won the puck 
along the left boards at mid-ice, 
kicking it up to Nawrocki, who 
steamed into the zone and beat 
O’Neil far side from the inside of 
the left circle. 

“That’s such a huge deal going 
into the locker room up one,” 
Mandigo said. “What a great 
shot.”

McInerny made it 2-0 on a 
power play 2:39 into the second 
period, banging a rebound of a 
Nawrocki shot from the slot, with 
Letterie also assisting. 

Merageas made another big 
save mid-period, denying Vanessa 
Stuart on a doorstep rebound after 
stopping Taylor Nowak’s first bid 
on a two-on-one. 

At 16:19 of the period, McInerny 
made it 3-0. The play started with 
Letterie feeding Nawrocki in the 
slot. Her shot rang the left pipe 
and bounced to the right circle. 
McInerny picked it up, skated into 

the slot, and found the net with a 
low shot through traffic. 

Letterie made it 4-0 at 4:52 of 
the third with the teams skating 
four-on-four. Her high shot from 
between the circles beat O’Neal 
glove side. The Panthers poured 
on the pressure the rest of the way, 
but O’Neal finished with 41 saves 
to keep them in check. Merageas 
made 22 saves for the shutout. 

Mandigo praised the effort from 
the Rams and their goalie. 

“All credit to Suffolk. I thought 
they played hard. Their goalie is 
very good,” he said.  

And Letterie summed up the 
Panthers’ feelings, especially 
those of the half-dozen seniors 
who skated on Wednesday. 

“The hockey gods kind of 
shined down on us and gave us 
this great opportunity to have 
another game at home, which a 
lot of us weren’t expecting,” she 
said. “It was amazing to get one 
last game in Kenyon, and just to 
come out really strong and bounce 
back and prove we deserved to be 
in this tournament.”

MEMBERS OF THE Panther women’s hockey team celebrate one of their four goals in their first-round 
NCAA Division III victory on Wednesday, March 8. Middlebury headed to rival SUNY-Plattsburgh for a 
quarterfinal on Saturday, where the outcome was not so positive.

Will Costello/WillC Images

Women’s hockey tops Suffolk in first-round 
NCAA D-III game to keep repeat hopes alive

“The hockey gods 
kind of shined 
down on us and 
gave us this great 
opportunity to have 
another game at 
home, which a 
lot of us weren’t 
expecting.” 

– Jenna Letterie

who finished with three saves and 
allowed two goals in the first half. 

The Panthers ran off three more 
goals before the horn. Rowley 
took another feed from Earley in a 
crowd, and spun 180 degrees before 
tossing the ball high into the cage. 
Earley nailed another free position 
at 0:27.5, and Sara Ellinghaus beat 
the clock at 0:01 on a feed from 
Messer, who had just won a ground 
ball.

The Camels scored first in the 
second quarter when Julianna 
Ingrassia took a feed from the right 
and tossed a sidearm laser from a 
couple steps inside the top of the ran 
inside the left post to make it 10-2.

But Rowley’s fourth goal, from 
Earley, and one from Kelcey Dion, 
set up by Skylar Lach on a free 
position, made it 12-2 at 9:36 of the 
period, and the rest of the game was 

played with the running-time mercy 
rule. 

Caroline Adams and Dion scored 
before the half to make it 15-2. 
In the second half Aine Downey 
scored for the Camels to make it 
15-3, but the Panthers added the 
final five goals, three from Jamee 
Numan on free positions, one from 
Lach set up by Haley Hamilton, and 
one from Burdine Atherton assisted 
by Inouye.

Gina Driscoll made three saves 
for the Panthers in goal in the 
second half. Camel goalie Violette 
Nidds did well to stop seven of 
Middlebury’s high-percentage shots 
on goal. 
BOWDOIN WIN

On the prior Wednesday, the 
Panthers won at Bowdoin, 15-9, in a 
game postponed from the weekend 
before by bad weather. The Panthers 
got two first-period goals from Hope 

Shue and one each from Earley, 
Rowley and Niki Mormile to take a 
5-2 lead and were never headed. 

They stretched that lead to 8-4 at 
the half on late goals by Anna Spehr 
and Rowley, and Messer made it 9-4 
in the second half’s opening minute. 
Bowdoin rallied to within two twice 
in the third period, but each time 
Earley responded with a goal. Spehr 
scored to open the fourth period 
to make it 12-8, and the Panthers 
cruised from there.  

Earley led the attack with four 
goals and an assist, plus eight draw 
controls. Rowley finished with a hat 
trick, and Shue (assist) and Spehr 
each scored twice. Enrietto made 
four saves. 

Sophia Sudano led the 2-1 Polar 
Bears with three goals and two 
assists, and two Bowdoin goalies 
combined to make 11 saves.  

Lacrosse 
(Continued from Page 1B)

PANTHER SOPHOMORE BURDINE Atherton slices through the 
Conn College defense to find the net in the Middlebury women’s 
lacrosse team’s big victory over visiting Conn College on Saturday.

Independent photo/Steve James
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North Branch School 
19th Annual Hockey Tournament 
March 17-19, Memorial Sports Center in Middlebury 

See you at the rink!

Special thanks also to Memorial Sports Center, Middlebury Bagel & Deli,
Hannaford, and Monument Farms Dairy!

A sincere thanks to our generous sponsors

Private and semiprivate lessons.
middleburysnowbowl.com

JUST FOR YOU.

Sports (Mostly)
KARL 

LINDHOLM

Middlebury ski teams 10th in nation

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — The 
Middlebury College women’s 
distance medley relay (DMR) team 
of Kate Kenny, Michelle Louie, 
Audrey Grimes and Ciara Dale 
finished sixth to earn All-American 
honors on Saturday, March 10, 
at the NCAA Division III Indoor 
Track and Field Championships 
at the Birmingham CrossPlex in 
Birmingham. 

Also, Panther Emily Rubio 
competed in the pentathlon and 

finished 12th.
The DMR posted a time of 

11:46.36, a team personal best 
by 4.22 seconds. Grimes opened 
the event with a 3:37.65 in the 
1,200-meter portion, before Louie 
and Dale ran the 400 and 800 in 
57:58 and 2:15.60, respectively. 
Kenny closed the race with a 
4:55.52 in the mile to secure the 
top-six finish. Louie earned her 
second All-American recognition; 
she was also a member of the DMR 

team that finished fourth at the 
2022 NCAA Championships.

In the pentathlon, Rubio placed 
12th with 3,365 points. The 
first-year student-athlete earned 
a top-10 spot in 60-meter hurdles 
and high jump, and was top 15 in 
the 800 and long jump. Rubio’s 
best performance came in the high 
jump, where she finished fifth with 
a height of 1.61 meters.

  

LAKE PLACID, N.Y. — The 
Middlebury College ski teams 
finished 10th out of 22 teams at the 
2023 NCAA Championships held 
in Lake Placid this past weekend, 
with 215 points. Utah claimed the 
team title with 526 points, while 
Colorado (491.5) and Denver 
(416.5) rounded out the top three. 

The Panther women’s Nordic 
squad tallied 32 points in each 
discipline, while the women’s 
alpine squad led the way with 42 
points in the slalom and 38 points 
during the giant slalom.  

In opening women’s alpine 
action on March 8, Alexandra 
Cossette led the Middlebury team 
by taking 12th in the GS with a 
two-run time of 2:16.08. Sophia 
Tozzi (2:17.42) and Sofia Yubero 

(2:17.99) finished 21st and 22nd, 
respectively.

Bradshaw Underhill skied to an 
18th-place finish in the GS for the 
Panther men with a two-run time 
of 2:09.03.  

On Thursday, the Middlebury 
Nordic ski team competed in the 
freestyle events. Willson Moore 
led the men in the 10-kilomenter 
freestyle by finishing 18th in 
24:21.9, followed by Logan 
Moore in 24th (24:37.4) and Jack 
Christner in 35th (25:49.5). 

On the women’s side, Charlotte 
Ogden led the way in the 5K 
freestyle by taking 11th in 13:30.9. 
Rounding out the scorers were 
Shea Brams in 19th (13:52.5) and 
Quincy Massey-Bierman in 31st 
(14:12.5).

In Friday action on the slopes, 
both Cossette (13th in 1:53.05 
after two runs) and Yubero (15th 
in 1:53.37) cracked the top 15 in 
the women’s slalom. Tozzi placed 
23rd in 1:54.17.

In the men’s slalom, Underhill 
finished 30th in 2:07.71.

The Nordic teams closed the 
championships on Saturday. 
Brams led the women by taking 
13th in women’s 20K classic in 
1:03:22.8. Ogden was next in 18th 
(1:04:46.6), and Massey-Bierman 
was 30th (1:07:43.7).

Logan Moore (58:18.8) and 
Willson Moore (58:30.4) finished 
15th and 16th, respectively, in the 
men’s 20K classic race. Christner 
rounded out the scoring with a 
28th-place effort in 1:01:16.6.

“The Bat” sits prominently on 
the windowsill in the office of 
Middlebury College softball coach 
Kelly Bevere. 

It’s a crummy old bat 
really, not much good for 
anything now, worn out, 
pretty much out of hits, 
but assuming a deservedly 
honored spot. 

The Bat is a talisman of 
sorts, a treasured artifact 
with magical powers, a 
material representation of 
the Middlebury softball 
team’s highly successful, 
totally enjoyable, post-pandemic 
season last year. 

In 2022, the Panthers won 
20 games and lost 10, led all of 
NESCAC in batting with a .345 
mark and in on-base percentage at 
.403, and made it to the semifinals 
of the NESCAC tournament before 
losing to eventual champs Tufts. 

It was the bat used by Noelle 
Ruschil when she put together a 
season for the ages. She led the 
NESCAC in batting with a .484 
average (30 points higher than the 
second-place finisher), hit 15 home 
runs in 30 games, (the second-place 
hitter in the league had nine), and 
broke a number of school records. 
Her slugging percentage 1.108 was 
first in the country in Division III.

“She was our leader, so much 
fun to watch,” according to Coach 
Bevere. “Nobody could get her out!”

Noelle was selected to the All-
NESCAC first team at 3rd base, was 
Player of the Year in the conference, 
and a NFCA (National Fast Pitch 
Coaches Association) All-American. 
At the Senior Awards Ceremony 
in May, Noelle was selected as 
the Senior Athlete who “inspires 
teammates with selflessness, 
enthusiasm, and team spirit.”

The Bat had a good year!
In many ways, 2022 was Noelle’s 

only full season. In her first year 
2019, she played well but was still 
recovering from knee surgery (torn 
ACL) in her senior year of high 
school (she nonetheless managed to 
bat .374 as a frosh). 

The next year, 2020, was lost 

to the pandemic, no games at all, 
and 2021 was what Kelly called “a 
fake year”: the team played some 

games (16 in all), not 
a full season by any 
means, and had no fans, 
no league competition, 
no tournament (Noelle 
did bat .326 with two 
homers).

“2021was really hard,” 
Kelly said when she, 
Noelle (now her assistant 
coach) and I met for 
lunch at ShireTown 
Marketplace last week. 

“We had to be tested for COVID 
before every game — we were tested 
five days a week! It was horrible. 
Winning and losing didn’t matter. I 
just wanted to keep the team together.

“That’s why last year was so much 
fun. The seniors had a real season. It 
was like a honeymoon.”

Here’s the story of The Bat, so 
integral to the pleasure of the season:

“My own bat broke in preseason 
and I needed another one,” Noelle 
related. “I didn’t want to pay for a 
new one, so I just grabbed a college 
bat.” She chose one of the more 
seasoned bats, broken in, one that had 
“a handle that was kind of beat up,” 
better for gripping. (Note: composite 
metal bats do crack and wear out and 
new ones cost $300-$400).

And with that old bat, the hits just 
kept on coming!

“We talked about giving it a 
nickname but decided against it — 
too much pressure,” Noelle said. 
She didn’t use the bat in practice and 
took it home at night. The only other 
player to use it was teammate Abby 
Santis who batted next to Noelle 
in the line-up. Abby was third in 
the league in hitting (.419) with six 
homers (also 3rd in NESCAC). 

“It became a fun thing. At 
Hamilton, I left the bat on the bus 
and Abby ran all the way back to 
get it, and the bus was not near the 
playing field!” In a 10-4 win against 
Williams, Abby and Noelle hit back-
to-back homers with it. They never 
just handed the bat to one another 
when they made an out or walked: 
they always tossed it — that was a 

required ritual.
Noelle came to Middlebury for 

a variety of good reasons: “I liked 
the campus, the look and feel of it. 
I wanted to be a part of a program 
where if I got injured and couldn’t 
play I could still be a part of her 
program” (that was the fate of her 
older sister, whose softball career at 
Dickinson College was cut short by 
injury).

It might also have been the result 
of a sandwich. 

“My mom loves Kelly,” Noelle 
said. “She really wanted me to come 
here. At a showcase for NESCAC 
coaches, I was catching and hadn’t 
been able to get my lunch, so Kelly 
brought me a sandwich. My mom 
thought it was great that she would 
go out of her way like that.” 

An environmental studies/biology 
major at Middlebury, Noelle is 
interviewing for teaching and 
coaching positions at independent 
schools. She herself attended St. 
Luke’s School in Connecticut. Of 
her coaching with Kelly this year, 
she says, “I love it. It’s great to go 
from being a player to now being 
in this role helping players achieve 
their goals.”

I also asked Kelly at lunch why 
she is a coach (she has a law degree): 
“Coaching players like Kate Likhite 
from Jericho, Vt., is why I love 
coaching. She hasn’t had an at-bat 
in three years (she has appeared in 
seven games as a pinch runner). The 
captains came up to me in the fall 
of her first year and said we have to 
have her on the team, she’s such a 
great person.

“Now, a senior, she has improved 
so much she is a viable option in the 
outfield. She’s super-fast and can 
bunt!”

The team leaves on Friday for their 
spring break week in Florida and 12 
games there (double-headers!). The 
Panthers are led by All-NESCAC 
outfielders Abby Santis (“a five-
tool player”) and Jordyn Johnson 
(“our vocal leader, she brings such 
energy”), All-NESCAC pitcher 
Jewell Ashbrook (12-4 last year), 
and catcher Megan Fox (“calm, a 
good hitter, very knowledgeable 
pitch-caller”). 

“We can’t wait to get to the sun,” 
Kelly says, “and play someone other 
than ourselves!” 

—————
Karl Lindholm can be contacted at 

lindholm@middlebury.edu. 

MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE SOFTBALL coach Kelly Bevere, right, 
and assistant coach Noelle Ruschil pose with The Bat that propelled 
Panther softball to a 20-10 record last year and the league leading 
team batting average (.345) and slugging percentage (523) and Noelle 
to All-American status.

Photo by Karl Lindholm

Kelly, Noelle, and ‘the Bat!’

EMILY RUBIO, A first-year student-athlete at Middlebury College, puts the shot during the pentathlon 
competition at the NCAA Division III National Championship meet in Birmingham, Ala., on Saturday. Her 
top toss was 9.5 meters, and she finished 12th overall.

Panther track stars vie in NCAAs



PAGE 4B — Addison Independent, Thursday, March 16, 2023

calendarcalendar
communitycommunityIt’s your lucky day...

St. Patrick’s Day 
favorites are here!
Open Sunday & Monday, 8am-2pm 
Tuesday—Saturday, 7am-4pm
14 College St., Middlebury, VT

OtterCreekBakery.com
802-388-3371

info@addisoncountypcc.org • addisoncountypcc.org • 388-3171

Helping Young Families Get The Right Start

• Community Playgroups
• Parent Education Classes
• Home Visits
• Pregnancy Prevention Programs
• Parent Training & Child Center

2023 Area RABIES CLINICS

Leicester - Leicester Town Office Tues. March 21, 5-6 PM 
Salisbury - Salisbury Town Office Tues. March 21, 6:15-7:15 PM
Bridport - Bridport Fire Station Wed. March 22, 5-7 PM
Whiting - Whiting Fire Station Thurs. March 23, 5:30-6:30 PM 
Orwell - Orwell Fire Station Fri. March 24, 5-7 PM
New Haven - Town Office Sat. March 25, 9-11 AM
Bristol  -  Bristol Animal Hospital Tues. March 28, 5:30-7 PM 

All Clinics are open to all residents of any town. Dogs and cats only. 
For the safety of all, dogs should be leashed and cats in carriers. 
You should bring paper proof of previous rabies vaccination(s). 

$20 per vaccine  CASH only - exact change appreciated

Sponsored by Bristol Animal Hospital, Champlain Valley Small
Animal Mobile Vet and  Valleywide Veterinary Services

Please bring cash - cards and checks will not be accepted.

Reader Comments

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

Quotes are taken from reader comments submitted with subscription renewals.

“It is so nice to have independent coverage of 
local news. I look forward to every issue!”

Here’s what one reader has to say about us!

A subscriber from Cornwall writes:

Search and rescue
DREW CLYMER, THE Vermont Public Safety Search and Rescue Coordinator, will speak 

at the Green Mountain Club’s James P. Taylor Outdoor Adventure Series program next 
Thursday, March 23, from 7-8:30 p.m. at the Champlain Valley Unitarian Universalist Society 
in Middlebury. On the left Clymer is enjoying a solo ice climb and on the right a cliffside 
practice rescue.

Photos courtesy of Drew Clymer

NEWS?
Email it to: news@addisonindependent.com

Winter Seed Sowing event in 
Salisbury. Thursday, March 16, 4:30 

p.m., Salisbury Free Public Library, 
Maple St. Get a jump start on your spring garden 
with this fun and free event. Come learn how to 
sow seeds in milk jugs that can go outside in the 
snow! The milk jugs act as a mini greenhouse 
and are a fun, easy and low-maintenance way 
to start flowers and vegetables for your garden. 
There will be a variety of free seeds, supplies, 
a demo with instructions, and stations, or 
pick up a kit to go. For all ages, children with 
accompanying adult.

Appalachian Trail hike story in Ferrisburgh. 
Thursday, March 16, 7-9:30 p.m., Ferrisburgh 
Town Hall, Route 7. Join Appalachian Trail 
through-hiker and North Ferrisburgh resident 
Randy Gates as he recounts and compares his 
successful completions of the 2,194-mile trail in 
1989 and 2022. Gates will present slides from 
his 1989 hike and pictures from his 2022 hike 
while discussing all the changes the Trail has 
seen in the past 33 years.

“Madagascar” on stage in Middlebury. 
Thursday, March 16, 7 p.m., Auditorium, 
Middlebury Union High School, 73 Charles 
Ave. Come see MUHS seniors give it their all in 
the annual senior play. Tickets $12 adults/$10 
students and seniors, available at showtix4u.
com/events/22970.

“Newsies” in Vergennes. Thursday, March 16, 7 
p.m., Vergennes Union High School, Monkton 
Rd. Come see the VUHS thespians in this 1992 
American historical musical comedy-drama, 
which is loosely based on the New York City 
Newsboys’ Strike of 1899. Tickets $12 adults/$10 
seniors and students, available at showtix4u.
com/event-details/71884 and at the door.

Lenten Fish Fry in Bristol. Friday, 
March 17, 5-7 p.m., St. Ambrose 

Church, 11 School St. Enjoy an all-you-
can-eat fish fry. Menu includes fired or baked 
haddock, French fries, coleslaw, fresh baked 
dinner roll, beverage and dessert. Tickets $16 
adults/ $7 children 9 and under/$40 immediate 
family of 5. More info at 802-453-2488.

“Madagascar” on stage in Middlebury. 
Thursday, March 16, 7 p.m., Auditorium, 
Middlebury Union High School, 73 Charles Ave.  
See March 16 listing.

“Newsies” in Vergennes. Friday, March 17, 7 
p.m., Vergennes Union High School, Monkton 
Rd. See March 16 listing.

Ladies Union rummage and attic 
sale in New Haven. Saturday, 

March 18, 8 a.m.-noon, New Haven 
Congregational Church, Town Hill Road. Will 

include clothing, books, linens, toys, furniture, 
bake sale, Radaware, plants, and much more.

“Madagascar” on stage in Middlebury. 
Saturday, March 18, noon ad 2 p.m., Auditorium, 
Middlebury Union High School, 73 Charles Ave. 
See March 16 listing.

“Newsies” in Vergennes. Saturday, March 18, 3 
p.m., Vergennes Union High School, Monkton 
Rd. See March 16 listing.

King Pede card party in Ferrisburgh. Saturday, 
March 18, 6:30 p.m., Ferrisburgh Town Hall 
and Community Center, Route 7. A sandwich 
supper and then on to techniques such as in 
Hearts and Spades or Pitch. This is a game 
of fun and skill so come prepared to use your 
strategic thinking.

All-you-can-eat pancake 
breakfast in Addison. Sunday, 

March 19, 7-11 a.m., Addison Fire 
Station, jct. Routes 17 and 22A. Menu includes 
plain and blueberry pancakes, sausage, 
bacon, home fries, coffee, hot chocolate, and 
orange juice. Tickets $10 adults/$7 kids under 
12. Benefit of the Addison Volunteer Fire 
Department. Funds will be used to purchase 
equipment. More info at 802-759-2237.

Spirit In Nature Annual Meeting and Eco-Spirit 
Award presentation in Ripton. Sunday, March 
19, 4-5 p.m., Ripton Community House, Route 
125. Join SpIN in honoring Carol Spooner 
for her decades of work for the SpIN path 
network. A guided walk from 2:30-3:30 p.m. 
in the forest along the SpIN path will precede 
the meeting. Refreshments will be provided; 
all are encouraged to attend. More info www.
spiritinnature.org; spiritinnature.vermont@gmail.
com, or Carolyn Schmidt at 802-623-8075.

American Red Cross blood 
donation in Vergennes. Tuesday, 

March 21, noon-4:30 p.m., Cross Life 
Church, 1759 Route 7. Gov. Phil Scott 

has declared March as Red Cross Month in 
Vermont. Honor the tradition by donating what 
you can. 

“Conflict Transformation at Middlebury and 
Beyond” in Middlebury. Tuesday, March 
21, 7 p.m., Ilsley Public Library, 75 Main St. 
Award-winning author and Middlebury College 
Professor of Political Science Sarah Stroup will 
give this talk as part of the Middlebury AAUW’s 
(American Association of University Women) 
spring 2023 speaker series.

American Red Cross blood 
donation in Middlebury. Thursday, 

March 23, 10 a.m.-2:30 p.m., Champlain 
Valley Unitarian Universalist Society, 2 Duane Ct. 

American Red Cross blood donation in 
Bristol. Thursday, March 23, noon-4:30 p.m., 
American Legion Post 19, 56 Airport Dr. Gov. 
Scott has declared March as Red Cross Month 
in Vermont. Honor the tradition by donating 
what you can.

Green Mountain Club Outdoor Adventure 
Series lecture in Middlebury. Thursday, 
March 23, 7-8:30 p.m., Champlain Valley 
Unitarian Universalist Society, 2 Duane Ct. 
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Drew Clymer, the Vermont Department of Public 
Safety Search and Rescue Coordinator, will 
explain the framework of search and rescue in 
our state, tell stories from the field, and offer tips 
on how to stay safe. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. 
The public is welcome. Refreshments served. 
Donations will support the Green Mountain Club. 
More information at gmcbreadloaf.org.

Take-out fish dinner in Vergennes. 
Friday, March 24, 5-6:30 p.m., St. 

Peter’s Parish Hall, 85 S. Maple St. 
Menu: beer battered haddock, zesty wedges, 
coleslaw, mixed vegetables, roll with butter and 
chocolate chip brownie. $13 adult/$7children 
6-12. Reservations required. Call 802-877-2367.

Vermont Maple Sugar Open House 
weekend in Addison County. 

Saturday, March 25. Addison County 
sugarmakers participating include: Irish Mill 

Maple Products in Bridport, Rainbow Ridge 
Sugarmakers in Bristol, Bread Loaf View Farm 
in Cornwall, Fox Glove Farm in Leicester, 
Twin Maple Sugarworks in Starksboro, Sunset 
Sugar Shack and Village Mapleworks in Orwell, 
Vermont Trade Winds Farm in Shoreham, and 
Red Rock Valley Maple Farm in Starksboro. 
Times and more info at vermontmaple.org/
MOHW.

Vermont Maple Sugar Open House 
weekend in Addison County. 

Sunday, March 26. See March 25 
listing.

Legislative breakfast in Shoreham. 
Monday, March 27, 7-8:45 a.m., 

Shoreham Congregational Church, 
School St. Begin your week with a meal and 

a chat with local legislators. All are welcome. 
Come and ask a question about legislation. 
Breakfast starts a 7 a.m. and program at 
7:30 a.m. Purchase of breakfast not required 
to attend but helps. Sponsored by Bridport 
Grange, and four Addison County organizations: 
Farm Bureau, Economic Development Corp., 
Regional Planning Commission and Chamber of 
Commerce.

“We’re ALZ in this Together: 
Destigmatizing Dementia in 

Addison County” in Vergennes. 
Tuesday, March 28, 10:30 a.m., Vergennes 

Congregational Church, 30 South Water St. 
Join Vermonters with Alzheimer’s and other 
dementias, family caregivers, service providers, 
Alzheimer’s Association staff, and community 
members to destigmatize dementia in Addison 
county. Stay for a noon Age Well lunch of 
cheese tortellini, a blend of green and black 
beans, wheat bread, an orange and milk. $5 
suggested donation. Anyone having lunch must 
fill out an Age Well registration form. This event 
is free and open to the public, including those 
with dementia. Free bus transportation may be 
available through Tri-Valley Transit. More info 
contact and to reserve your spot call Michelle at 
802-377-1419.

American Red Cross blood 
donation in Middlebury. Wednesday, 

March 29, 9 a.m.-1:30 p.m., Porter 
Hospital, 115 Porter Dr. 

“Mean Girls - High School Version” 
on stage in Bristol. Thursday, March 

30, 7 p.m., Mount Abraham Union High 
School Auditorium, Airport Dr. Come watch 

Mt. Abe’s talented students sing and dance 
their way through this brutally hilarious take 
on the social hierarchy in a modern American 
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high school. Rated PG-13 for language, sexual 
innuendo and references to drugs and alcohol. 
Tickets $12 available at bit.ly/mtabemeangirls for 
in-person performances and streaming and at 
the door. More info and additional prices at bit.ly/
mtabespringmusical.

Lenten Fish Fry in Bristol. Friday, 
March 31, 5-7 p.m., St. Ambrose 

Church, 11 School St. Join St. Savor 
an all-you-can-eat fish fry. Menu includes fired 
or baked haddock, French fries, coleslaw, fresh 
baked dinner roll, beverage and dessert. Tickets 
$16 adults/ $7 children 9 and under/$40 immediate 
family of 5. More info at 802-453-2488.

“Mean Girls - High School Version” on stage 
in Bristol. Friday, March 31, 7 p.m., Mount 
Abraham Union High School Auditorium, Airport 
Dr. See March 30 listing.

Vermont Maple Sugar Open House 
weekend in Addison County. 

Saturday, April 1. Addison County 
sugarmakers participating include: Irish 

Mill Maple Products in Bridport, Rainbow Ridge 
Sugarmakers in Bristol, Bread Loaf View Farm 
in Cornwall, Fox Glove Farm in Leicester, Twin 
Maple Sugarworks in Starksboro, Sunset Sugar 
Shack and Village Mapleworks in Orwell, Vermont 
Trade Winds Farm in Shoreham, and Red Rock 
Valley Maple Farm in Starksboro. Times and 
more info at vermontmaple.org/MOHW.

“Mean Girls - High School Version” on stage 
in Bristol. Saturday, April 1, 2 p.m. and 7 p.m., 
Mount Abraham Union High School Auditorium, 
Airport Dr. See March 30 listing.

Bingo in Vergennes. Saturday, April 1, 5 p.m., 
St. Peter’s Parish Hall, 85 S. Maple St. Doors 
open at 5 p.m., Bingo starts at 6 p.m. This is a 
family friendly event. All cash prizes, 50/50 raffle. 
Refreshments sold. Sponsored by St. Ambrose & 
St. Peter’s Youth Ministry to benefit the on-going 
program costs and the upcoming trip to Rome.

“ReUnited for Ukraine” in Middlebury. Saturday, 
April 1, 7:30 p.m., Robison Hall, Mahaney Arts 
Center, 72 Porter Field Rd. Middlebury College 
students, alumni, faculty, and staff will come 
together to present this benefit evening of music, 
poetry, video and dance in order to share a 
message of the resilience of the Ukrainian nation 
and its people, despite the now year-long war. 
Though the performance is free and open to the 
public, resources about suggested charities will 
be provided. More info at go.middlebury.edu/
UnitedForUkraine.
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Sapphire Star in Cornwall. 
Thursday, March. 16, 7 p.m., Cornwall 

Congregational Church.
The Doughboys in Middlebury. Friday, March 17, 

7:30 p.m., Town Hall Theater.
Champlain Philharmonic Orchestra in 

Middlebury. Saturday, March 25, 7:30 p.m., 
Town Hall Theater.

BODENBENDER and End User in Brandon. 
Saturday, March 25, 7 p.m., Brandon Town Hall.

Songs We Love in Middlebury. Thursday, March 
30, 7 p.m., Town Hall Theater.

Vermont Symphony Orchestra in Middlebury. 
Friday, March 31, 7:30-8:30 p.m., Mahaney Arts 
Center.

Robinson & Rohe in Lincoln. Saturday April 1, 
7:30 p.m., Burnham Hall.

The Westerlies and Theo Bleckmann in 
Middlebury. Friday, April 7, 7:30 p.m., Mahaney 
Arts Center.

The Choir of Clare College in Middlebury. Friday, 
April 14, 7:30 p.m., St. Stephen’s Episcopal 
Church.

The Stragglers in Vergennes. Saturday, April 15, 
7:30 p.m., Vergennes Opera House.

Sophie Shao and friends in Middlebury. Friday, 
April 21, 7:30 p.m., Mahaney Arts Center.

Abdullah Ibrahim and Ekaya in Middlebury. 
Saturday, April 29, 7:30 p.m., Mahaney Ats 
Center.

LIVEMUSIC

CALENDAR
ONLINE

addisonindependent.com
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TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
77 MAIN STREET, MIDDLEBURY, VT 05753
Invitation for Bids / Instructions to Bidders

You are hereby invited to submit a bid proposal for the implementation of 
TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY TEEN CENTER ECM UPGRADES. The building 
is located between the tennis courts and the baseball diamond in The Town of 
Middlebury Recreation Park, 77 Mary Hogan Drive, Middlebury VT 05753.
BID PROPOSAL FORMS
Your complete and inclusive bid will be received BY 1:00 p.m. on Friday, 
April 17, 2023.
 1) via mail to Bill Kernan at Middlebury Department of Public 
 Works, 1020 Route 7 South, Middlebury VT 05753 - OR -
 2) Via email to bkernan@townofmiddlebury.org
 Cc to judith@harrisandharrisvt.com

All technical questions are to be addressed to the designated Bid Document 
Contact:
Judith B. Harris
Harris & Harris Consulting, Inc.
Phone: 802.922.1321
156 Beaver Meadow Brook
Lincoln, VT 05443-8701
judith@harrisandharrisvt.com

All proposals shall stand available for acceptance for a period of sixty (60) 
days from the date received. Submit all bids only on the forms provided herein, 
in accordance with bid packages as issued. Voluntary alternates for value 
engineering and cost and/or time savings are welcomed. Please list these 
alternates, separately on your letterhead.
PROJECT NAME: Middlebury Teen Center ECM Upgrades
SUBMITTER’s INFO: NAME & ADDRESS of BIDDER NAME,
 TELEPHONE NUMBER,
 EMAIL ADDRESS OF APPROPRIATE CONTACT

Bids will be opened publicly and read aloud. Final selection will be made by 
the Owner’s project team. The project team reserves the right to accept or reject 
any or all bids, to waive any informalities and irregularities in the bids or bidding, 
and to accept the one responsive and responsible Bid that in its judgment will be 
best for the project.

Information for Bidders, Specifications and Bid Forms may be obtained 
free of charge at the Municipal Building at 77 Main Street, the Department 
of Public Works at 1020 Route 7 South or on the Town’s webpage at http://
www.townofmiddlebury.org/town_notices/. Questions may be addressed 
to Patti Kirby via email at pkirby@townofmiddlebury.org or by phone at 
(802) 388-4045.

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
INVITATION TO BID

Bid Number # 20230310-1
Bids for a Zero-Turn Electric Mower will be received at the office of the Town 

Manager, 77 Main Street, Middlebury, VT 05753 until 3:00 PM, April 3, 2023.
The Town of Middlebury, VT reserves the right to waive any 

informalities, reject any and all bids, or to accept any bid deemed 
to be in the best interest of the Town.

Information for Bidders, Specifications and Bid Forms may be obtained by 
contacting the Department of Public Works at 1020 Route 7 South by phone 
at (802) 388-4045, via email at pkirby@townofmiddlebury.org, or on the Town’s 
webpage at www.townofmiddlebury.org.

By law, public notice of proposed rules must be given by publication in 
newspapers of record. The purpose of these notices is to give the public a 
chance to respond to the proposals. The public notices for administrative rules 
are now also available online at https://secure.vermont.gov/SOS/rules/ . The 
law requires an agency to hold a public hearing on a proposed rule, if requested 
to do so in writing by 25 persons or an association having at least 25 members.

To make special arrangements for individuals with disabilities or special 
needs please call or write the contact person listed below as soon as possible. 

To obtain further information concerning any scheduled hearing(s), obtain 
copies of proposed rule(s) or submit comments regarding proposed rule(s), 
please call or write the contact person listed below. You may also submit 
comments in writing to the Legislative Committee on Administrative Rules, State 
House, Montpelier, Vermont 05602 (802-828-2231).

PROPOSED STATE RULES

Inflation Adjustment for Private Non-Medical Institutions.
Vermont Proposed Rule: 23P005
AGENCY: Agency of Human Services
CONCISE SUMMARY: Private non-medical institutions (PNMIs) provide 
residential treatment to Vermont children, who are placed at PNMI providers 
by state agencies. These agencies primarily include the Department for Mental 
Health and the Department for Children and Families. The Division has rules 
to set per diem Medicaid rates for each provider to reimburse them for the 
cost of providing room and board, treatment, education, and other services to 
these children. The Division’s current rules reimburse PNMI providers based on 
historical costs, but do not adjust those historical costs for inflation. This causes 
financial burdens for providers, particularly during periods of high inflation. This 
rule adds an inflation adjustment to Vermont’s PNMI Medicaid rates. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT: James LaRock, Department of 
Vermont Health Access, NOB 1 South, 280 State Drive, Waterbury, VT 05671-
1010 Tel: 802-241-0251 Fax: 802-241-0260 Email: james.larock@vermont.gov 
URL: https://dvha.vermont.gov/providers/division-rate-setting/private-
nonmedical-institutions-residential-child-care-pnmi. 
FOR COPIES: Lindsay Gillette, Department of Vermont Health Access, NOB 
1 South, 280 State Drive, Waterbury, VT 05671-1010 Tel: 802-241-0979 Fax: 
802-241-0260 Email: lindsay.gillette@vermont.gov.

STATE OF VERMONT
SUPERIOR COURT
ADDISON UNIT

CIVIL DIVISION
DOCKET NO: 58-3-19 Ancv

WILMINGTON  SAVINGS FUND SOCIETY,  FSB, AS TRUSTEE  OF 
STANWICH MORTGAGE  LOAN TRUST I
 PLAINTIFF
 VS.
STACIE L. BODINGTON; IONA J. SMITH AND OCCUPANTS RESIDING AT 15 
SUNSET DRIVE, VERGENNES, VT 05491
              DEFENDANT(S)

NOTICE OF SALE
By virtue and in execution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage 

given by Stacie L. Bodington and Iona J. Smith, to Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., 
dated December 9, 2010, and recorded in Book 71, at Page 3 72, of the City 
of Vergennes Land Records, of which mortgage the undersigned is the present 
holder by Assignment of Mortgage recorded in Book 88, Page 125,

for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing 
the same will be· sold at Public Auction at March 31, 2023 at 03:00 PM at 15 
Sunset Drive, Vergennes, VT 05491 all and singular the premises described in 
said mortgage,
To Wit:

Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to Stacie L. 
Bodington by Warranty Deed of Robert & Frances O’Bryan dated December 
9, 2010 and recorded December 13, 2010 in Book 71, at Page 371 of the 
Vergennes Land Records and further described therein.

The description of the property contained in the mortgage shall control 
in the event of a typographical error in this publication.

The public sale may be adjourned one or more times for a total time not 
exceeding 30 days, without further court order, and without publication or service 
of a new notice of sale, by announcement of the new sale date to those present 
at each adjournment or by posting notice of the adjournment in a conspicuous 
place at the location of the sale.  Terms of Sale:  $10,000.00 to be paid in cash 
or by certified check by the purchaser at the time of sale, with the balance due at 
closing.  The sale is subject to all liens, encumbrances, unpaid taxes, tax titles, 
municipal liens, if any, which take precedence over the said mortgage above 
described.

The Mortgagor is entitled to redeem the premises at any time prior to the 
sale by paying the full amount due under the mortgage,  including the costs and 
expenses of the sale.

Other terms to be announced at sale
Wilmington Savings Fund Society, FSB, as Trustee of Stanwich Mortgage 

Loan Trust I
 Caryn L. Connolly, Esq. BROCK & SCOTT, PLLC

1080 Main Street, Suite 200
Pawtucket, RI 02860

Caryn.Connolly@BrockandScott.com

Public feedback is welcomed on proposed bus schedule changes for 
TVT’s “LINK to Burlington” weekday service.  

The proposed mid-April changes are:
• New midday service with a new stop at University Mall in South 
Burlington
• 4:00pm loop rescheduled to 1:45pm (will also serve stop at University 
Mall)

A public meeting will take place on Zoom on 3/30/23 from 6:00-6:30pm, https://
us06web.zoom.us/j/87261167488, or in person at 297 Creek Road, Middlebury.  
Please call 802-388-2287 by March 27th if you need a ride or accommodation to 
participate. Written feedback is also welcome by 3/31/23 at info@trivalleytransit.
org. To preview the proposed schedule, visit NEWS at www.trivalleytransit.org. 
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Public Notices for the  following can be found in this  

ADDISON INDEPENDENT  on Pages 5B and 10B.

MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 
police arrested Thomas E. Hynes, 
37, of Middlebury on multiple 
in-state arrest warrants, following 
an investigation in the Jayne Court 
neighborhood on March 11. 

Police said Hynes was taken 
to the Marble Valley Regional 
Correctional Facility following his 
arrest.

Separately, Middlebury police 
dealt with a rash of thefts from 
unlocked vehicles on March 12.

It started around Sunday morning 
when MPD received a report of 
someone rifling through a vehicle 
parked off Weybridge Street. The 
vehicle owner’s outside lights went 
on around 4 a.m. and the person 
saw the culprit in the act. They 
described the crook as a young man 
who was wearing a baseball cap, 
jeans and a sweatshirt. Police said 
the young man ran off when the 
victim yelled at him. Nothing was 
reported missing from the vehicle.

Then around 11 o’clock that 
morning police logged a report 
that a vehicle being ransacked in 
the Jayne Court neighborhood. 
Nothing was reported missing. 

Police were informed that 
someone had rifled through an 
unlocked vehicle parked off 
Seymour Street around 5:30 p.m. 
Police said nothing was taken from 
the car.

Authorities responded to three 
reports of someone stealing items 
from vehicles later that evening. 
Police said the culprit(s) stole 
“change and other items” from a 
vehicle park off North Pleasant 
Street, “loose change and other 
items” from a vehicle on Weybridge 
Street; and a wallet from a car 
parked off Hepburn Road  all 
between 9:45 and 10:30 p.m.

Police suspect the same culprit 
was responsible for all the 
aforementioned entered-vehicle 
incidents. Anyone with information 
on these crimes is asked to call 
Middlebury police at 802-388-
3191.

But that was not the end of the 
thefts. Police received a report that 
someone had stolen change and a 
set of keys from a vehicle parked 
off Maple Street overnight on 
March 12.

In other action last week, 
Middlebury police:

• Enforced the town’s overnight 
winter parking ban in the downtown 
area on March 6 and 7.

• Assisted an East Main Street 

resident who had received 
threatening phone calls on March 
6.

• Investigated a report of Porter 
Medical Center staff receiving 
harassing telephone calls on 
March 6.

• Responded to a trespassing 
complaint in the Court Street area 
on March 6.

• Investigated a report of a 
vehicle driving erratically in the 
Court Square area on March 6.

• Ticketed a Middlebury Union 
High School student for allegedly 
driving unsafely near other 
students in the Charles Avenue 
area on March 7.

• Investigated a potential 
stalking incident in the Court 
Street area on March 7.

• Responded to a report of a 
person throwing a rock through 
the window of a work truck in the 
Otterside Court neighborhood on 
March 8. Police said the incident 
followed an argument with an 
Otterside resident related to snow 
removal.

• Responded along with 
Middlebury Regional EMS to the 
Cedar Court area on a report of an 
unresponsive person. Police said 
the person was taken to Porter 
Hospital.

• Received a report of someone 
allegedly stealing clothes from a 

Sugarwood Court residence on 
March 9.

• Helped Addison County 
Restorative Justice staff secure a 
client’s firearm on March 9.

• Ticketed a large truck that had 
blocked off a parking spot reserved 
for the disabled persons on Park 
Street on March 9.

• Cited Shania Galiano, 23, 
of Rutland for driving with a 
suspended license on Boardman 
Street on March 9.

• Warned a Cross Street resident 
who had been hosting what they 
described as a “very large party” 
with loud music during the 
afternoon of March 11.

• Responded to a noise complaint 
at 25 Sugarwood Court on March 
12.

• Assisted Vermont State 
Police in arresting an individual 
suspected to have been driving 
under the influence at the 
intersection of Cady Road and 
Route 7 on March 12 at around 
11:30 p.m. State police ultimately 
cited U. T. Shwe, 40, of Rutland 
for DUI.

• Restored peace at a Seminary 
Street residence where a domestic 
disturbance was reported on 
March 12.

• Responded to a noise complaint 
in the Jayne Court area on March 
13 at 1 a.m.

Police Log
Middlebury

Middlebury man arrested on multiple warrants

LINCOLN — Join your 
friends and neighbors for another 
community potluck on Wednesday, 
March 22, at 5:30 p.m. 
at Burnham Hall. Please 
note the earlier start 
time to accommodate 
families with younger 
kids. Feel free to bring 
a dish to share, but it’s 
not required. 

The library will be 
hosting a special version 
of Kids Storytime 
featuring books and 
characters who live 
differently because 
of disabilities. Join 
Ila Halby and Grace 
Freeman on Friday, 
March 24 from 10:30-11:30 a.m. 
for this event.

On Tuesday, April 4, the library 
will present “Creating Pollinator 
Gardens for Birds, Bees and 
Butterflies” with Marijke Niles 
at 6:30 p.m. Do you love nature, 
and all the treasures that come 
with it? Marijke Niles, owner and 
creator of Marijke’s Perennial 
Gardens Plus, will share how you 
can be Mother Nature’s helper 
while bringing all the beauty of 

pollinators to our own gardens. 
We can build nature’s biodiversity 
back, while saving effort, money 

and frustration. Let’s 
learn how to do it 
together. 

Born in Amsterdam, 
the Netherlands, 
Marikje inherited the 
Dutch passion and 
tradition for gardening 
and nature. She is a 
Certified Extension 
Vermont Master 
Gardener and Vermont 
Master Composter. She 
has served on many 
gardening organizations 
and has been a part of 
the Flower Show for 

many years.
FROM THE PRESCHOOL

Lincoln Cooperative Preschool 
will be holding its third annual 
online auction soon and is 
currently seeking donations for 
items to auction off. This event 
helps reach fundraising goals 
and the money raised will help 
enhance the preschool experience 
for our community’s children. 

If you are a local restaurant, 
shop owner, artist, or craftsperson 

and have an item you’d like to 
donate to support local children 
and early education, please 
email jakemcd33@gmail.com to 
coordinate pickup or drop items 
off at the preschool by Friday, 
April 14. No item is too big or 
too small. The preschool is a 
501c3 non-profit organization and 
donations are tax deductible.

If you are a community member 
who wants to show your support, 
you can purchase an item to 
donate, and/or shop the auction 
and bid on donated items. The 

auction will go live online Friday, 
April 28 and run until Friday, May 
12. 

REMINDERS: The last day to 
sign up for little league baseball 
and softball is Monday, March 20. 
Visit https://clubs.bluesombrero.
com/mtabell to register. An 
Evening of Music and Discussion 
with Rodger Hamilton will be 
held on Thursday, March 23 at 
7:00 p.m. at the library.

Until next time … Laugh Out 
Loud. Follow Your Heart. Enjoy 
The Little Things.

NEWS

Lincoln Have a news tip?
Call Dawn Mikkelsen at 453-7029

Lincoln 
Cooperative 
Preschool will 
be holding its 
third annual 
online auction 
soon and 
is currently 
seeking 
donations 
for items to 
auction off.

LETTERS? Email it to:
news@addisonindependent.com

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY SELECTBOARD MEETING
ROOM 116 – LARGE CONFERENCE ROOM

TOWN OFFICES – 77 MAIN STREET
TUESDAY, MARCH 21, 2022 - 7:00 P.M.

 
Also available via Zoom:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84694267765
By Phone: +1 646-558-8656 (not toll-free)

Webinar ID: 846 9426 7765
 

For those wishing to watch but not participate:
Selectboard meetings are livestreamed to MCTV’s YouTube Channel:

https://www.youtube.com/user/MCTVVermont
and also broadcast live on Comcast Channel 1071

AGENDA
7:00 1. **Call to Order
 2. *Approval of Agenda
 3. *Approval of Consent Agenda

3.a. Approval of Minutes of the March 14, 2023 Special
Selectboard Meeting 
3.b. Selectboard Subcommittee Meeting Minutes
3.c. Approval of Renewal Applications for 1st, 2nd & 3rd
Class Liquor Licenses, Outside
Consumption Permits and Entertainment Permits (if Any)
3.d. Consent Agenda Placeholder
3.e. Consent Agenda Placeholder
3.f. Town Manager’s Report

4. **Citizen Comments [Opportunity to raise or address issue
not otherwise included on this agenda]

 5. *Agenda Placeholder
7:15 6. **Representatives of the Vermont Agency of Transportation 

with an update on the status of Master Planning and Land Use 
Permitting for the Middlebury State Airport

8:00 7. **Finalize Agenda for Selectboard Retreat on March 28, 2023
8:15 8. **Agenda Placeholder

9. *Approval of Check Warrants
 10. **Board Member Concerns

11. *Executive Session – Anticipated  -- Contracts & Real Estate
12. **Action on Matters Discussed in Executive Session

8:30 13. *Adjourn

* Decision Item      ** Possible Decision

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
BID NUMBER # 20230315-1

MARCH 2023
INVITATION TO BID

Sealed competitive bids for 2023-2024 Lawn Mowing Seasons in the Town 
of Middlebury will be received at the office of the Town Manager, 77 Main 
Street, Middlebury, VT 05753 until 3:00 PM, March 31, 2023.

The Town of Middlebury, VT reserves the right to waive any in-
formalities, reject any and all bids, or to accept any bid deemed 
to be in the best interest of the Town. Preference will be given to 
contractors utilizing electric mowers.

Information for Bidders, Specifications and Bid Forms may be obtained 
free of charge at the Municipal Building at 77 Main Street, the Department 
of Public Works at 1020 Route 7 South or on the Town’s webpage at www.
townofmiddlebury.org. Questions may be addressed to Patti Kirby via email 
at pkirby@townofmiddlebury.org or by phone at (802) 388-4045.

Addison County Courthouse (1)
Middlebury (7)

Orwell (1)
State of Vermont (1)
Tri-Valley Transit (1)

PUBLIC NOTICE?
Email us at: legals@addisonindependent.com
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&&service& DIRECTORY

auto body restoration
auto repair 
carpentry/contractors
cleaning services

computers
construction
duct cleaning
firewood

flooring
heating &
    air conditioning
masonryBusiness

Thursday

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

COMPUTERS

CONSTRUCTION

CLEANING SERVICES

AUTO BODY RESTORATION

CHECK US OUT
ONLINE AT

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

AUTO REPAIR

LOCAL CONTRACTOR
GENERAL CARPENTRY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Remodeling • Additions

Painting • Roofing
WINNER of “Best Local Contractor” 

FOUR CONSECUTIVE YEARS by 
READERS CHOICE AWARDS!

MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT

MARK TRUDEAUMARK TRUDEAU

802.388.0860802.388.0860

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

802-453-7345  |  138 Hunt Road, New Haven, VT

Metal Fabrication
Agricultural Repair
Commercial Repair

Auto Body Repair
Rust Repair
Collison Repair

Full/Custom
    restoration

We accept all major credit cards  |  We accept Insurance claims
Follow our projects on Facebook

Family owned & operated

Over two decades experience!

MASONRY
Fine Dry Stone Masonry

Jamie Masefield
Certified by the Dry Stone Wallers
Association of Great Britain

802-233-4670
jmasefield@gmavt.net

REACH THE COUNTY  
ADVERTISE  HERE

ADDY INDY - 388-4944

Gevry Firewood LLC
gevryfirewoodvt@gmail.com

or 802-349-0699

Are you looking for green or 
seasoned firewood?

Well we’ve got it all right here in Addison, VT!

We cut, split, and deliver hardwood 
firewood in 12-24 inch lengths.

And we now offer kiln dried firewood!
Contact us today for a quote!

FIREWOOD

Quaker Village
Carpentry

Siding, Windows, Garages, Decks & Porches
New Construction, Renovations and Repairs

Maurice plouffe
802-545-2251
1736 Quaker Village Road

Weybridge, VT 05753

DO YOU REPAIR OR CLEAN 
FURNACES? 

 YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

FLOORING

And Duct Work 
for Heating, Ventilation 
and Air Conditioning
We use 5,000+ cfm HEPA
Vacuum Cleaning Systems 

Commercial/Residential • Owner Operated • Fully Insured • Neat & Clean

Buy Local! 802.989.0396

Specializing inSpecializing in
Duct CleaningDuct Cleaning

We can design, fabricate, seal, insulate, clean,
anything to do with your ducted systems.

Certified
Collision Experts

All Makes and Models
Working with all

Insurance companies

(802) 388-9961
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

2196 Rt 7 South,  Middlebury
stonecdjr.com

Hometown Service from 
Your Hometown Dealers!

Factory-Trained Technicians
Servicing all makes

and models

G Stone Motors   
36 Boardman St., 

Middlebury
(802) 388-6718

gstonemotors.com 

Stone
Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
2149 Rt 7 So., Middlebury

(802) 388-9961
stonecdjr.com

F    J    C
802.310.1986

• Full service general 
contractor

• Turn key construction
• Kind knowledgeable staff

fjcbuilders.com

One cal l  does i t  a l l
Christopher Netelkos

cnetelkos@fjcbuilders.com   •   Sudbury, Vt.

For an appointment , call The PC Medic of 
Vermont at 802-734-6815
www.pcmedicvt.com

The PC Medic of 
Vermont now offers 

both on-site and remote 
computer services for 

your PC.

Call today to see which 
type of appointment 

you need, and get your 
PC running correctly 

again!
DO YOU WINTERIZE HOUSES? 

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!
CALL 802-388-4944

DUCT CLEANING

Melissa’s Quality
Cleaning Services
Residential & Commercial

GREAT RATES • FULLY INSURED
Reliable & Thorough 

802 345-6257

David Walker ConstructionDavid Walker Construction
298 Biddle Road
Lincoln, Vermont

05443

Semi-Retired
Small Jobs Only

cell: 802-989-0320

email:
dwconstruction@gmavt.net

THETHE
SNOWFLAKESSNOWFLAKES
ARE FALLINGARE FALLING

ADVERTISE ADVERTISE 
YOUR SNOW YOUR SNOW 

REMOVAL REMOVAL 
BUSINESS IN BUSINESS IN 

THE ADDY INDY.THE ADDY INDY.

CALLCALL
802-388-4944802-388-4944
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Soak Up The Sun!
Don’t spend your hard-earned money 
making the hot water or electricity that 
you use today–

SOLAR IS MORE AFFORDABLE THAN EVER!

Go Green with us –

We’ve been here for you for 43 years – 
Let us help you with your solar projects today. 

Call for a FREE on-site evaluation

SIDING

LAROSE SURVEYS, P.C.
Ronald L. LaRose, L.S. • Kevin R. LaRose, L.S.

Land Surveying/Septic Design
“We will take you through the

permitting process!”

25 West St. • PO Box 388
Bristol, VT 05443

Telephone: 802-453-3818
Fax: 802- 329-2138

larosesurveys@gmail.com

TAXES

&&service& DIRECTORYBusiness
Thursday painting 

plumbing
property maintenace
renewable energy

roofing
rubbish & recycling
septic & water
siding

snow removal
surveying
taxes
tree service

Marcel Brunet & Sons, Inc.
Windows & Siding

Vergennes, VT

802-316-6060 • rbrunet1@myfairpoint.net • 802-877-2640

Siding • Windows
Additions • Garages • Decks

SNOW REMOVAL

WE HAVE THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT 
FOR THE RIGHT JOB – TO GIVE YOU

 REASONABLE RATES

Reasonable Rates • Year-round Service • Fully Insured
(802) 453-3351 • Cell (802) 363-5619

24 Hour Emergency Service 453-7014
 Brownswelding.com

Serving Vermont for over 42 years!

BROWN’S TREE & 
CRANE SERVICE

Dangerous Trees Cut & Removed
Stumps Removed  
Trusses Set
Trees Trimmed 
Land Clearing

FREE ESTIMATES FOR TREE SERVICES

TREE SERVICE

Celebrating 36 Years
Environmental Consultants – Licensed Designers

Steve Revell CPG, LD#178 BW

• Water Supply - Location, Development and Permitting
• On-Site Wastewater Design • Single & Multiple Lot Subdivision
• Property Development & Permitting
• State and Local Permitting
• Underground Storage Tank Removal & Assessment

Fax 802-453-5399 • Email: jrevell@lagvt.com
163 Revell Drive • Lincoln, VT 05443

Toll-Free: 800-477-4384
802-453-4384

www.lagvt.com

Jeremy Revell LD#611 BW • Tyler Maynard LD#597 B

PLUMBING

SEPTIC & WATER

Phone (802) 537-3555

roofingMichael Doran
• Standing seam

• Asphalt shingles 
• Slate

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

roofing

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

Phone (802) 537-3555

Michael Doran
as seen at Addison County Field Days!

• Standing seam
• Asphalt shingles 

• Slate

mpdoransr@gmail.com

Go Solar with
AllEarth Renewables
Customer-driven solutions 
designed, engineered and built 
in Vermont, with over 3,000 
installations in the state.

CALL 802.872.9600 x122
allearthrenewalables.com

RENEWABLE ENERGY
Short Surveying, inc.

Serving Addison County Since 1991
Timothy L. Short, L.S.

Property Line Surveys • Topographical Surveys
FEMA Elevation Certificates

135 S. Pleasant St., Middlebury, VT 
802-388-3511

ShortSurveyingVT@gmail.com

A friendly, professional, 
and affordable family business.

Interior Painting

HESCOCK PAINTING

Kim or Jonathan Hescock
hescock@shoreham.net

462-3737 or 989-9107

Free Free 
Estimates Estimates 

References References 

Fully Fully 
InsuredInsured

PAINTING

ROOFING

Advertise your business on these pages for under $10 per week.
Call 802-388-4944 or email advertising@addisonindependent.com for details.

Winter in Vermont
is snow joke. 

Does your business help keep 
the county warm?

Call 802-388-4944 or email
advertising@adDisonindependent.com 

We help your ideas grow from start to finish,
no project is too big. Give us a call and you will

see the potential in your morning to evening view.
Lawn care, snow plowing, excavation, tree removal, 

driveways, pressure washing, and more - all at
their best. We can build it up or take it down.
No idea is too big for us to maneuver around.

802-349-6163 
Winter, Spring, Summer and All your Fall needs

SURVEYING

Are you a
tax preparer?
We’ll help you reach

 more clients this tax season.
Email advertising@

addisonindependent.com
to get started.

802-247-5475
802-349-8265

STEADY PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & EXCAVATION

Owner

194 Silver Lake Road 
Goshen, Vt.

steadymaintenance@yahoo.com

CHUCK STEADY

PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE



Addison Independent, Thursday, March 16, 2023 — PAGE 8B

Public Meetings
AL-ANON OFFERS HELP 
and hope to anyone who 
has been affected by a 
loved one’s drinking. Mid-
dlebury hosts an online 
meeting Sunday night 
7:15pm and a face to face 
one Wednesday at 1:30pm 
at CVUUS (2 Duane Court 
Middlebury near the high 
school) that you can also 
access by Zoom. Visit ver-
montalanonalateen.org for 
links and list of other meet-
ings in the region. If you’d 
like to speak to an Al-Anon 
member, call our answering 
service (866-972-5266) and 
an Al-Anon member will call 
you back.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS in person meetings 
are available. For a list 
of local virtual meetings 
visit http://bit.ly/district9aa.  
For more information visit 
https://aavt.org/ or call the 
24 hour hotline at 802-388-
9284.

THE TURNING POINT 
CENTER of Addison Coun-
ty is open for in-person 
services, Monday through 
Friday, 10am-4pm, 54A 
Creek Road, Middlebury. 
We are available by phone 
24/7 at 802-388-4249.

V E R G E N N E S  F R E E 
THINKERS Founded in 
1935 on the principle of 
one alcoholic helping an-
other to achieve sobriety, 
A.A. is an effective and 
enduring program of re-
covery that has changed 
countless lives.  A.A. has 
always been committed to 
making its program of re-
covery available to anyone, 
anywhere, who reaches 
out for help with an alcohol 
problem.  The Vergennes 
Free Thinkers meeting was 
created in January of this 
year to maintain a tradition 
of free expression, conduct 
a meeting where alcoholics 
may feel free to express 
any beliefs, doubts or dis-
belief they may have, to 
share their own personal 
form of spiritual experience, 
their search for it, and/or 
their rejection of it, without 
having to accept anyone 
else’s beliefs or having to 
deny their own. Meetings 
are held with a high re-
gard for compassion and 
inclusion without judgment 
or exception.  If you think 
we can help, please join 
us on Thursdays at 6pm 
by contacting Vergennes-
freethinkers@gmail.com 
for Zoom and in-person 
meeting information.

VERMONT SUPPORT 
LINE Are you struggling 
with a challenging situa-
tion? Do you have feel-
ings of sadness, loneliness, 
isolation, anger, or depres-
sion? You don’t have to 
face it alone. Talk with a 
caring person who under-
stands what you’re going 
through today by calling or 
texting the free and confi-
dential Pathways Vermont 
Support Line available 24/7 
at (833) VT - TALKS.

Services
C+I DRYWALL and plaster-
ing. Call Joe 802-234-5545.

CONSTRUCTION: ADDI-
TIONS, RENOVATIONS 
new construction, drywall, 
carpentry, painting, flooring, 
roofing, pressure washing, 
driveway sealing. All as-
pects of construction, also 
property maintenance. Ste-
ven Fifield 802-989-0009.

MELISSA’S QUALITY 
CLEANING Services. Resi-
dential and commercial. 
Fully insured. Great rates. 
Reliable and thorough 
cleaning. 802-345-6257.

ODD JOBS lawn work, 
cut brush, some tree work. 
Snow removal services for 
your roof. Call us we do 
other jobs too! 802-999-
2194 John.

TJS LANDSCAPING & 
PROPERTY Maintenance 
has now made the full 
time move from Franklin 
to Addison County. With the 
change we have room to 
take on some new custom-
ers. If your looking for lawn 
care, new mulch, some-

one to clean up your plow 
damage or just help with 
an outdoor project please 
reach out for a free quote!!   
802-989-1102 or TJsLPM@
gmail.com.

DEADLINE: Monday at 5 p.m. 

CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM
Addison Independent

Cash in on our 4-for-3 rates! Pay for 3 issues, get 4th issue free! An ad placed for consective issues runs the 4th time for free! PLEASE PRINT YOUR AD...

The Independent assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in ads, but will 
rerun classified ad in which the error oc-
curred. No refunds will be possible. Ad-
vertiser will please notify us of any errors 
which may occur after first publication.

Number of words:
Cost:
# of runs:
Spotlight Charge:
Internet Listing: $2.00
TOTAL:

ADDISON INDEPENDENT
58 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-4944
addisonindependent.com •  email: classifieds@addisonindependent.com

RA
TE

S

• 25¢ per word • minimum $2.50 per ad 

• $2 internet listing for up to 4 issues • minimum 2 insertions

• Special 4 for 3 rates not valid for the following categories: Services,
Opportunities, Real Estate, Wood heat, Attn. Farmers, For Rent & Help Wanted

Notices

Card of Thanks

Personals

Services

Free**

Lost ’N Found**

Garage Sales 

Lawn & Garden

Opportunities

Adoption

Work Wanted

Help Wanted

For Sale

Public Meetings**

For Rent

Want to Rent

Wood Heat

Real Estate

Animals

Att. Farmers

Motorcycles

Cars

Trucks

SUVs

Snowmobiles

Boats

Wanted

Real Estate Wanted

Vacation Rentals

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Spotlight with large 3$2** no charge for these ads

Or, submit your classified ad on our website: addisonindependent.com

Volunteer ad

3x3 or a 6x3 

Services Services Services Services Services Services

!! HELP WANTED !!
Attention!!

Excellent Money!!
30 yr established landscaping & excavating business seeks 

commercial & residential lawn mowers
and landscape maintenance crew.

Starting pay up to $20.00 per hour depending on experience.
Paid holidays and end of season bonus.

Will train.
Call 802-236-7101 NOW!!!

Are You Seeking People-
Centered Work That Makes

a Difference? 
Check out EastView at Middlebury -

Senior Living in the Heart of Middlebury
http://www.eastviewmiddlebury.com/join-our-team/

Find Your Calling
at EastView

Sign-on Bonus, Travel Allowance, Free Meal,
New Wage Bands and Shift Differentials

The Residence at Otter Creek, a premiere senior living com-
munity in Middlebury, VT is accepting applications for:

Full/Part-Time Med Techs/LPN ($5,000 sign-on bonus)

Full/Part-Time Caregiver ($5,000 sign-on bonus)

Full/Part Time Servers ($500 sign-on bonus)

Please inquire about per-diem shift openings
 for all departments

Applicants must be able to work weekends.
Background checks required. 

Now offering Now offering 
Open Breakfast and Open Breakfast and 

Open Dinner Interviews!Open Dinner Interviews!

Please join us on Tuesdays for Open Interviews 
and a bite to eat! We would love to meet with 

you and tell you about the wonderful positions 
we have available! Let us show you around and 
experience our exciting community. Breakfast 

Interviews Tuesdays from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m., and 
Dinner Interviews Tuesdays from 4 to 5:30 p.m.

Please email your resume to
Kristen LaFlam at 
klaflam@residenceottercreek.com. 
or use our new QR Code.

The Residence at Otter Creek
350 Lodge Road, Middlebury, VT 05753 
www.residenceottercreek.com

Visitor Services Coordinator
 Henry Sheldon Museum, 

Middlebury, VT

The Henry Sheldon Museum is an equal opportunity employer.

The Henry Sheldon Museum seeks a hands-on 
Visitor Services Coordinator to join its dynamic team. 
Reporting to the Business Operations Manager, the Visitor 
Services Coordinator ensures the delivery of high-quality 
visitor services, manages the store and coordinates events, 
in accordance with the mission of a small active cultural 
community museum in the vibrant college town of Middlebury, 
Vermont. The Visitor Services Coordinator will provide front-
of-house leadership and operational support, ensuring an 
exceptional visitor experience and smooth event and retail 
operations.  https://www.henrysheldonmuseum.org/

This is a 60% FTE (24 hours/week) hourly position. Salary 
$23,000-$26,000, commensurate with experience and 
proven record of success.

Please see full job description at www.
henrysheldonmuseum.org/work-at-the-sheldon.  
Interested candidates should send a letter of 
interest, resume, and three references to jobs@
henrysheldonmuseum.org We are committed to 
cultivating an inclusive work and learning environment and 
look for future team members who share that same value.Help Wanted 

ads can be 
found on Pages 
8B, 9B & 10B.

Help Wanted

Benefits include: Medical, 401k, & Vacation days

TO APPLY:
88 Seymour St., Middlebury

Contact Skip Cray at 802-388-7000 or scray@bbinc.us

Drivers
Requirements:

• Commercial driver’s license
• Clean driving record

• Willing to learn and handle multiple tasks
• Positive Attitude

• Willing to work long hours in the spring
• Agricultural background preferred

APPLY NOW!

2023 National Volunteer Week
Help Celebrate our Community of Volunteers!  

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

This Spring, the Addison Independent and area nonprofit organizations will 
celebrate volunteers in a special Volunteer Week edition of the paper. 

This project provides the opportunity to acknowledge volunteers and the 
remarkable impact their service has on our community. 

If your organization has volunteers you would like to acknowledge, we 
welcome you to submit volunteer spotlights or names for inclusion in this 
section by contacting Christy Lynn at christy@addisonindependent.com.

Addison Independent

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Public Meetings Public Meetings Services Services Services Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted
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WE BUY OLD STUFF Es-
tates, collections, antiques 
etc. Also hunting and fish-
ing items. Call Erik 802-
345-0653.

Free
DIGITAL ACCESS View 
obituaries, calendar listings 
and classifieds online at 
addisonindependent.com.  
Don’t miss out on events, 
garage sales, or opportu-
nities- check out our free 
digital listings.  Looking 
to read more? Become a 
subscriber!

Help Wanted
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR 
FOR Bristol Office. We are 
looking for a person to pro-
vide general office sup-
port including; assistance 
with rental properties and 
tenant services, purchas-
ing of supplies, as well as 
providing administrative 
support for an international 
non-profit, which includes 
processing donations, man-
aging mailings, etc. Knowl-
edge of Word and Excel 
is very helpful. Must be 
detail-oriented and a good 
problem solver. 20-25 hrs/
week. Competitive com-
pensation. Send resume 
to carol@wellsmountain.
com or call 802-453-4017.

3
TIRED OF BEING RE-
TIRED? Limited hours, 
A&W and Greg’s Market. 
Applications available at 
Greg’s.

For Sale
VINTAGE JENNEY LIND 
STYLE rocking baby 
cradle. Also works well to 
display large doll collection. 
Excellent condition $85. 
802-377-1620

For Rent
ADDISON- 3 BEDROOM 1 
bathroom mobile home on 
private lot. water and lawn 
care included. No pets. 
No smoking. Will be avail-
able in April or May. Show-
ings only be appointment. 
$1000.00 plus security de-
posit. 802-735-4725

DRY, WINTER/SUMMER 
STORAGE SPACE in Ad-
dison. Available storage 
space in my barn for sum-
mer/winter storage. The 
barn is structurally sound 
and weather-tight with 
electricity. No heat or run-
ning water. The barn is also 
available for lease. The en-
trance door measurements 
are 8’ wide by 7’ high. For 
more info: 802-363-3403 
or rochon_m@yahoo.com.

MIDDLEBURY, OFF CAM-
PUS HOUSING available. 
802-388-4831, AJ Neri 
Property Rentals.

VERGENNES VALLEY 
VIEW APARTMENTS is 
currently taking wait list ap-
plications.  Occupants must 
be 62+ years of age.  No 
smoking/ No pets. Income 
limits apply - Rent based 
on income. Equal Housing 
Opportunity.  802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com.

MIDDLEBURY, 1 BED-
ROOM, downtown apart-
ment; includes trash and 
snow removal, parking. No 
pets, no smoking. 802-388-
7525.

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent
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Middlebury Agway  338 Exchange St. – Middlebury, VT.

FT Cashier -  Customer Service
Immediate Openings available.  Must be able to work until 6pm Weekdays 
and Weekends a MUST.  Up to 40 hours per week.
Wage commensurate with experience. 

Please send Resumes to info@middleburyagway.com or Fill out Application 
at Middlebury Agway, 338 Exchange Street, Middlebury VT.

Please no phone calls.

Warehouse and Yard Worker  -  FT  Position available
Warehouse Worker Job Purpose: Loading and Assisting with Customer 
Orders from the Yard, Warehouse and Store, Stocking Shelves and Filling 
Propane Tanks. Up to 40 hours per week.
Skills/Qualifications: Ability to lift 50lbs repeatedly throughout the day 
Weekends and dependability a MUST!  Preferable age 18+.

Please fill out an application in person.
Middlebury Agway - 338 Exchange St. – Middlebury, VT.

Nursery and Greenhouse Sales and Care Associate
Middlebury Agway is seeking a highly motivated individual to assist 
in our Nursery and Greenhouse during our busy season.  We’re looking 
for someone to pleasantly and confidently interact with customers in a 
demanding, fast paced environment.  Full Time or Part Time candidates will be 
considered but weekend availability is required. Multiple positions available. 

• Ability to lift and assist in loading and unloading of plant material and in 
the store.

• Knowledge of Growing/Caring for/Harvesting: Vegetables, Annuals, 
Perennials, Trees and Shrubs

• Excellent Customer Service Skills a must plus ability to recommend and 
sell plant material as well as complementary products

• Must be available to work weekends
• Team oriented, co-operative and a positive attitude required.

Please send Resume along with Salary History and References to:
Middlebury Agway Farm & Garden, Attn: Jennifer Jacobs,

338 Exchange St.  Middlebury, VT 05753

Help  WantedHelp  Wanted
Town of New Haven

Highway Department Road Crew

78 North Street, New Haven, VT 05472
802-453-3516

Full-time road crew position. Applicant must have a Class B CDL; 
should be willing to learn dump truck operation and maintenance, 
snowplowing, road building, and small equipment operation such as 
chain saws. Must be able to get along well with others and be willing to 
work outdoors in all types of weather. Must have passed drug test and 
medical exam for CDL drivers prior to employment.
Good benefits package: 12 paid holidays, medical insurance,
              and sick leave; pay based on experience. 

Application and job description
available at Town Clerk’s Office

and www.newhavenvt.com.
Submit applications to Town Office: Town of New 

Haven, 78 North St., New Haven, Vt. 05472
or email newhaventreasurer@gmavt.net.  

We are currently looking to fill:

Auto Technician
County Tire Center, Inc. is a busy 10-bay shop. We offer competitive 
wages including health insurance, vacation/sick time, 401K, uniforms 
and boot allowance. 40 hours a week Monday-Friday, with overtime 

available during the months of fall and spring tire changes.

Email cover letter, resume
and three references to

lisa@countytirecenter.com
Stop by 33 Seymour St.

Middlebury, VT 
Or call 802-388-7620

•  Motivated full-time Automotive Technician with 
knowledge in brakes, exhaust, oil changes, tires, VT 
state inspection license as well as all other related 
mechanical job duties. Your own tools are required.

$1,500-$3,000 sign on bonus
based on experience/knowledge.

Childcare Worker/Parent Educator
Join the Parent/Child Center Team

Childcare Staff Position: We are seeking a childcare worker
who will work with children and parents in our therapeutic 
program. This is a full-time position with generous benefits. 

We are a therapeutic childcare program that supports children 
birth through 5 and their families. Strong candidates must have 

knowledge of child development, family systems, excellent 
communication skills, and want to work with young families. 

Flexibility and collaboration are a must. Experience with children 
and families wanted: a minimum of a bachelor’s degree preferred.

Please send a resume and cover letter, along with 3 references 
to Donna Bailey at dbailey@addisoncountypcc.org

The 
Bristol 
American 
Legion Post 19 
is seeking a Steward/Manager to 
oversee the business of the Post. 
This position is responsible for supervising part-time 
bartenders and custodians and scheduling the facility 
for Post and private events. The compensation will 
be commensurate with the experience of the selected 
individual. If interested, submit your resume with a 
minimum of 3 references to: Bristol American Legion Post 
19, PO Box 292, Bristol, VT 05443. Resumes may also 
be dropped off at the Legion (56 Airport Drive, Bristol, VT) 
or emailed to post19@accessvt.com. 

All applications for this position
must be received by March 20, 2023.

ALL ADDISON COUNTY LOCATIONS 
CURRENTLY HIRING!

For openings and to apply, visit 
Maplefields.com

Looking for work in your hometown? 
We offer medical, dental, paid vacation, 

personal time, sick time and 401K for
full time positions.

Are you interested in becoming a 

Financial Advisor?

THORNTON
INVESTMENT 

MANAGEMENT
pat@thorntoninvesting.com

614 Monkton Rd.,
Bristol, VT 05443

(802) 355-8001 Cell
(802) 453-5432 Office

Please contact Pat Thornton 
to schedule a time to meet 
and learn more about this 

exciting career opportunity!

 
We are seeking a candidate interested

in the Financial Service Industry.

This is an entry-level position with many
opportunities to learn and grow.

Training will be provided to the right candidate. 

You will enjoy a competitive salary and flexible work 
hours at our location in Bristol, Vermont.

It’s against the law to 
discriminate

when advertising housing

Let us help you sift through the complexities of 
the Fair Housing Law. Stay legal. Stay on the 
right side of the nation’s Fair Housing Law. 

Call the Addison Independent at (802) 
388-4944. 

Talk to our sales professionals.

It’s against the law to discriminate when 
advertising housing. Its easier to break the law 
than you might think. You can’t say “no children” 
or “adults only.”
There’s a lot you can’t say.
The Federal Government  
is watching for such discrimination.

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

 All real estate advertising 
in this newspaper is 
subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 
as amended which makes 
it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons 
receiving public assistance, 
or an intention to make any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will 
not  knowingly accept any 
advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.  To complain 
of discrimination, call HUD 
Toll-free at 1-800-424-8590. 
For the Washington, DC area 
please call HUD at  
426-3500.

You can help!

To apply:

acsdvt.org/Page/4418

or scan the QRCode:

Questions: 802-382-1281

Our schools need substitute teachers.

Substitute Teachers

Love supporting kids!

Have and want a flexible schedule.

Are energetic, curious, inclusive, and

kind.

Are considering a career as a

teacher or paraprofessional.

Want to get involved and support

our community!

Payscale:

Licensed Substitute Teachers and ACSD retirees:

$160 per day for 5 days

$150/day for 4 days

$140/day for 3 days

$130/day for 2 days

$120/day for 1 day

Unlicensed Substitute Teachers:

$150 per day for 5 days

$140/day for 4 days

$130/day for 3 days

$120/day for 2 days

$110/day for 1 day

School Nurse substitutes begin at $140/day

Are essential to our schools!

Help our schools operate at their full

potential during staff vacancies and

illness.

Ensure consistency and support for

all students.

Your rate of pay increases if you commit to consecutive days in

a week. Substitutes are paid on half/full day basis.

This could be a great fit if you:

The Middlebury New Filmmakers Festival is looking for an Associate Producer to join 
the team for our 9th Annual Festival.  The Associate Producer will work closely with 
the Festival Producer.  Core responsibilities to include: 

    • Recruit, train and deploy an expanded Volunteer Corps for MNFF9 with outreach 
efforts to begin in early June, utilizing existing list of Festival volunteers and building 
out from there

    • Recruit Middlebury community members as Homestay Hosts for MNFF9 attending 
filmmakers with outreach efforts to begin in early June, utilizing existing list of 
Festival homestay hosts and building out from there

    • Coordinate planning and staffing of all pre-Festival Special Events including 
MNFF9 Summer Fundraiser, MNFF9 Preview Party, MNFF Sunset Series at Swift 
House Inn and all tabling opportunities provided by other non-profit entities

    • Oversee an expansion of MNFF press and publicity contacts, maintain currency 
of Festival social media platforms [Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and TikTok] and 
provide MNFF website blog posts/news updates

ASSOCIATE PRODUCER 
MIDDLEBURY NEW FILMMAKERS FESTIVAL

EXPERIENCE/QUALIFICATIONS

• Demonstrated ability to work well with a small staff
• Demonstrated ability to produce results in a tight time frame
• Familiarity with operations of non-profit arts organizations
• Fluency in utilizing social media platforms 
• Excellent written and oral communication skills
• Must have a vehicle and current driver’s license
• Preference for Addison County resident

EMPLOYMENT DURATION & COMPENSATION

• Employment begins May 30, 2023 and ends August 28, 2023, comprising 13 
weeks

• Anticipated hours/wk: 35
• No weekend work days except for Festival Saturday [8/26] and Sunday 

[8/27]
• Individual days off will be paid, not to exceed five during the term of 

employment 
• Vacation week can be scheduled in June only and will be unpaid
• Gross Compensation: $1000/week 
• Health insurance is not included with this position

The Middlebury New Filmmakers Festival is a 501[c][3] non-profit organization
with EIN #47 1462141

APPLICANTS SHOULD SEND A RESUME
AND COVER LETTER TO:

LK@MIDDFILMFEST.ORG
OR MNFF, P.O. BOX 604, MIDDLEBURY, VT 05753

Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted
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Help Wanted

For Rent

Help Wanted

For Rent For Rent For Rent

For Rent

Help Wanted
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Tuesday 12:30pm to 4:30pm

APPOINTMENTS REQUIRED.

802-388-1966
addisoncountyclerk@gmail.com

Addison County Courthouse
The Addison County Clerk
located in Frank Mahady
Courthouse is available

to accept passport applications
and provide  passport photos.

REGULAR HOURS
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday

9am to 1pm

Full Passport Service

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
Bid Number # 20230301-1

March 2023
INVITATION TO BID

Competitive bids for 2023-2024 Roadway Crack Sealing in the Town of 
Middlebury will be received at the office of the Town Manager, 77 Main Street, 
Middlebury, VT 05753 until 3:00 PM, March 30, 2023.

The Town of Middlebury, VT reserves the right to waive any 
informalities in, reject any and all bids, to make a partial bid award, 
or to accept any bid deemed to be in the best interest of the Town.

Information for Bidders, Specifications and Bid Forms may be obtained 
free of charge at the Municipal Building at 77 Main Street, the Department 
of Public Works at 1020, Route 7 South or on the Town’s webpage at www.
townofmiddlebury.org. Questions may be addressed to Patti Kirby via email at 
pkirby@townofmiddlebury.org or by phone at (802) 388-4045.

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
Bid Number # 20230301-2

March 2023
INVITATION TO BID

Competitive bids for 2023-2024 Roadway Line Striping in the Town of 
Middlebury will be received at the office of the Town Manager, 77 Main Street, 
Middlebury, VT 05753 until 3:00 PM, March 30, 2023.

The Town of Middlebury, VT reserves the right to waive any 
informalities in, reject any and all bids, to make a partial bid award, 
or to accept any bid deemed to be in the best interest of the Town.

Information for Bidders, Specifications and Bid Forms may be obtained free of 
charge at the Municipal Building at 77 Main Street, the Department of Public Works 
at 1020 Route 7 South or on the Town’s webpage at www.townofmiddlebury.org. 
Questions may be addressed to Patti Kirby via email at pkirby@townofmiddlebury.
org or by phone at (802) 388-4045.

WRIGHT MEMORIAL 
LIBRARY BOARD

REQUEST FOR BIDS
Wright Memorial Library Board 

is soliciting proposals for painting 
of the Orwell, VT library building’s 
exterior by qualified painters. Project 
includes scraping and caulking 
where required. For complete 
details, interested parties may call 
802-948-2054. 

Bids may be submitted to: Wright 
Memorial Library Board, PO Box 
25, Orwell, VT 05760. Submission 
deadline is April 15, 2023.

ATTENTION FARMERS!!!
ANNUAL SPRING DAIRY/FEEDER 

CONSIGNMENT SALE

12 NOON SHARP 
EXPECTING 200 HEAD!! 

 SPRINGING, BRED, & OPEN HEIFERS!!
ACCEPTING QUALITY CONSIGNMENTS NOW!!!

* FOLLOWING DAIRY *
ALSO CONSIGNING BEEF FEEDERS
ANGUS-HEREFORD & BF CROSSES

ALL BF BREEDS WELCOME!!

DON’T MISS THIS ANNUAL SPRING SALE
ALL QUALITY CONSIGNMENTS WELCOME

**CASH IN ON YOUR OVERSTOCK**

A MUST SALE TO ATTEND!!!
 For More Info Call 802-388-2661 (ACCS)

Sale Manager: T.G. Wisnowski & Sons- 802-989-1507
Auctioneer – John Nop

www.accscattle.com
*Annual Machinery Sale Will Be Held
Saturday, May 6th 10am  @ ACCS!!*

WHEN: WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5TH
AT ADDISON COUNTY COMMISSION SALES BARNS

RT. 125, EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT

Auctions

   
  Public 

Notices
Public Notices for the  

following can be

 found in this  

ADDISON INDEPENDENT  

on Pages  5B and 10B.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF ABANDONMENT OF OIL

AND GAS LEASE PURSUANT TO
29 V.S.A. § 563 (g) and (h)

Name of Record Owner of Interest:
Peter T. Close, Trustee
Peter Thomas Close Revocable Trust
844 Weisenbach Road
North Ferrisburgh, VT 05473
By and through his attorneys:
Brennan Punderson & Donahue, PLLC
PO Box 8
1317 Davis Road
Monkton, VT 05469

Description of the Land:
Being all and the same lands and premises, more or less, conveyed to 
Peter T. Close as Trustee under the Peter Thomas Close Revocable Trust 
dated September 20, 2019 and recorded in Volume 161 at Page 206 of the 
Monkton Land Records and being more particularly described therein as 
follows:
Being all and the same lands and premises, more or less, conveyed to 
Peter T. Close by Quitclaim Deed of Peter T. Close dated September 20, 
2019 and to be recorded on even date herewith in the Town of Monkton 
Land Records, and being more particularly described therein as follows:
“Being all and the same lands and premises, more or less, conveyed to 
Peter T. Close and Terry Ann Close in the following three deeds:
1. Being a portion only of the lands and premises conveyed to Peter 

Close and Terry Close by Executors’ Deed of Barbara B. Hodgdon, 
Margaret B. Whitby and Mary B. Devine, Co-Executrices of the 
Estate of Alice Mack Bushey dated April 12, 1996 and recorded in 
Book 62, Page 255 of the Monkton Land Records.

2. Being a portion only of the lands and premises conveyed to Peter 
Close and Terry Close by Warranty Deed of Barbara Bushey, 
Bruce Michael Bushey, Julie Marie Bushey, and Patrick Allen 
Bushey dated April 12, 1996 and recorded in Book 62, Page 259 
of the Monkton Land Records.

3. Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to Peter 
T. Close and Terry Ann Close by Warranty Deed of Charles H. 
Weisenbach and Julia Weisenbach, dated November 2, 1992 
and recorded in Volume 54 at Page 16 of the Monkton Land 
Records.

Reference is hereby made to the Warranty Deed of Peter Close and Terry 
Close to William F. Smolinski dated July 17, 1998 and recorded in Volume 68 at 
Page 109 of the Monkton Land Records.

Reference is made to the Quitclaim Deed of Terry Ann Close to Peter T. Close, 
dated December 31, 2007 and recorded in Volume 117 at Page 298 of the 
Monkton Land Records.

Reference is made to the Quitclaim Deed of Terry Ann Close to Peter T. Close, 
dated September 18, 2019 to be recorded on even date herewith in the Monkton 
Land Records.

The purpose of this deed is to merge the herein described lands and premises 
into one undivided parcel.  From the date of this deed and hereafter, the herein 
described lands and premises shall be considered one parcel. 

Reference is hereby made to the above-mentioned instruments, the records 
thereof, the references therein made, and their respective records and references 
in further aid of this description.” 
Nature of the Interest:

Oil and Gas Lease between Charles H. Weisenbach and Julia Weisenbach, 
and AMOCO Production Company dated December 12, 1981 and recorded in 
Volume 36 at Page 170 of the Monkton Land Records.

Name and Address of the Person Giving Notice:
Kevin T. Brennan, Esq.
Brennan Punderson & Donahue, PLLC
PO Box 8
1317 Davis Road
Monkton, VT 05469
It is presumed that this Oil and Gas Lease is abandoned.
 DATED AT Monkton, Vermont this 8th day of March, 2023.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF ABANDONMENT OF OIL AND GAS LEASE 

PURSUANT TO 29 V.S.A. § 563 (g) and (h)
Name of Record Owner of Interest:

Peter T. Close
844 Weisenbach Road
North Ferrisburgh, VT 05473
By and through his attorneys:
Brennan Punderson & Donahue, PLLC
PO Box 8
1317 Davis Road
Monkton, VT 05469

Description of the Land:
Being all and the same lands and premises, more or less, conveyed to 
Peter T. Close and Terry Ann Close in the following two deeds:
1. Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to 

Peter T. Close and Terry Ann Close by Warranty Deed of Julia 
Weisenbach and Charles H. Weisenbach dated August 4, 
1978 and recorded in Book 33, Page 173 of the Monkton Land 
Records.

2. Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to Peter 
T. Close and Terry Ann Close by Warranty Deed of Charles 
H. Weisenbach and Julia Weisenbach dated February 16, 
1983 and recorded in Book 37, Page 233 of the Monkton Land 
Records.

Reference is hereby made to the Quitclaim Deed of Terry Ann Close to 
Peter T. Close, dated December 31, 2007 and recorded in Volume 117 
at Page 298 of the Monkton Land Records.
Reference is hereby made to a Quitclaim Deed of Peter T. Close to 
Peter T. Close dated September 20, 2019 and recorded in Volume 161 
at Page 200 of the Monkton Land Records.
Reference is hereby made to a Warranty Deed with Reservation of 
Life Estate of Peter T. Close to Peter T. Close, Trustee under the 
Peter Thomas Close Revocable Trust dated September 20, 2019 and 
recorded in Volume 161 at Page 202 of the Monkton Land Records. 

Nature of the Interest:
Oil and Gas Lease between Charles H. Weisenbach and Julia Weisenbach, and 
AMOCO Production Company dated December 12, 1981 and recorded in Volume 
36 at Page 170 of the Monkton Land Records.

Name and Address of the Person Giving Notice:
Kevin T. Brennan, Esq.
Brennan Punderson & Donahue, PLLC
PO Box 8
1317 Davis Road
Monkton, VT 05469
It is presumed that this Oil and Gas Lease is abandoned.

DATED AT Monkton, Vermont this 8th day of March, 2023.

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Town of Middlebury is considering making an application to the State 
of Vermont for a VCDP Implementation Grant (2023) under the Vermont 
Community Development Program. A public hearing will be held on Tuesday, 
April 4, 2023 at 7:00 PM in the Large Conference Room of the Middlebury Town 
Offices, 77 Main Street, Middlebury, Vermont, virtually at https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/89508684427 or Telephone: +1 646 558 8656 Webinar ID: 895 0868 4427 

The purpose of the public hearing is to obtain the views of citizens on 
community development, to furnish information concerning the amount of 
funds available and the range of community development activities that may be 
undertaken under this program, the impact to any historic and archaeological 
resources that may be affected by the proposed project, and to give affected 
citizens the opportunity to examine the proposed statement of projected use of 
these funds. The proposal is to apply for $1,000,000 in VCDP Funds which will 
be used to accomplish the following activities: 

Summit Properties plans to develop up to 250 new mixed-income homes 
in a master planned community, Stonecrop Meadows, located at 53 Seminary 
Street Extension, Middlebury. This application will provide financing for the 
infrastructure construction.

A draft copy of the proposed application will be available for public review 
by March 29, 2023 at Middlebury Town Offices, 77 Main Street, Middlebury, 
Vermont and may be viewed during the weekday hours of 9:00 AM to 4:30 PM.  
Should you require any special accommodation, please call Town Manager 
Kathleen Ramsay at 802-458-8000.  For the hearing impaired please call 
(TTY)  711 (in Vermont) or 1-800-253-0191 

Town of Middlebury Selectboard
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Wood Heat
DRY OR GREEN firewood 
for sale. Delivery available. 
802-758-2007.

Animals
RED AND BLUE HEELER 
puppies for sale; had all 
shots. $600. each. Will take 
trades. 518-569-0957.

Att. Farmers
HORSE BLANKET WASH 
and repair.  Accepting non-
leather (for now) horsewear 
of all kinds for cleaning and 
repairing at my Weybridge 
location.  Call or text Sue 
Miller at 802-377-5945 or 
email svdwmiller@icloud.
com with “horse” in the 
subject line for more in-
formation.

SMALL SQUARE BALES, 
$3.50. Call 802-377-5455.

WHITNEY’S CUSTOM 
FARM WORK Pond agi-
tating, liquid manure haul-
ing, drag line aerating. Call 
for price. 462-2755, John 
Whitney.

Wanted

The Center is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

COOK
FRIDAYS ONLY (8 HOURS)

Early childhood program in need 
of cook for program. This is a year 
round position. Knowledge of food 
preparation, nutrition, and ability to 
work in a busy environment.

Please send resume to
dylan@mjccvt.org or call

(802)388-2853 with any questions.

MIDDLEBURY UNION 
HIGH SCHOOL

MUHS
COACHING POSITIONS

Middlebury Union High School is looking for an 
Assistant Ultimate Frisbee Coach.

Applicants must possess a strong knowledge of coaching 
principles with previous coaching experience preferred. 
Must possess strong organizational skills and the ability 
to communicate and relate to student athletes.

Interested parties should send a letter
of interest, resume, and three current 

letters of reference to:
Sean Farrell/Athletic Director

Middlebury Union High School
73 Charles Avenue

Middlebury, VT  05753
Applications will be accepted

until the positions have been filled.
E.O.E.

Shard Villa
Level 3 Residential Care Home

NOW HIRING

For more information
Call 802.352.4369

 3pm - 11pm
~ Competitive Pay ~

PART-TIME
CAREGIVER

Help Wanted 
ads can be 
found on 

Pages 8B, 
9B & 10B.

OLD & Used
guns wanted

P: 802-775-2859
C: 802-236-7213

Rifles, 
Hand 
guns, 

Shot guns
Top prices paid.

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent XXXXXXX XXXXXXX XXXXXXX XXXXXXX XXXXXXX

Help WantedHelp Wanted

Email your
Public Notices

to legals@
addisonindependent.com
and Jenna makes sure

it gets in the paper.

Kelsey Lafaso of Brandon 
was among the more than 1,100 
students named to the president’s 
list at Coastal Carolina University 
for the fall 2022 semester. Students 
who made the list have achieved a 
4.0 grade point average during the 
semester.

Catherine Schmitt of 
Middlebury, a junior majoring in 
Neuroscience and Philosophy, and 
Elizabeth Siminitus of Starksboro, 
a senior majoring in Biology, have 
been named to the dean’s list at 
Hamilton College for the fall 2022 
semester. Schmitt is a graduate of 
Middlebury Union High School. 
Siminitis graduated from Mount 
Abraham Union High School.

ADDISON  COUNTY

School Briefs

STATE OF VERMONT
SUPERIOR COURT

ADDISON UNIT 
PROBATE DIVISION

DOCKET NO.: 23-PR-00881
IN RE ESTATE OF: 
VERNA THOMSEN

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
To the Creditors of Verna Thomsen, 
late of Whiting, Vermont. I have been 
appointed to administer this estate. 
All creditors having claims against 
the decedent, or the estate must 
present their claims in writing within 
(4) months of the first publication 
of this notice. The claim must be 
presented to me at the address listed 
below with a copy sent to the court. 
The claim may be barred forever if 
it is not presented within the four (4) 
month period.
Dated: 03/09/23

Executor/Administrator:
Paul Elmore

PO Box 982, Middlebury, VT 05753
802-272-2588

vernathomsen@gmail.com
Publication: Addison Independent
Publication Date: 03/16/23
Address of Probate Court:
Addison Unit, Probate Court
7 Mahady Court
Middlebury, VT 05753

MARKET REPORT
ADDISON COUNTY

COMMISSION SALES
RT. 125 • EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT

We value our faithful customers.
Sales at 3 pm - Mon. & Thurs.

call 1-802-388-2661

Sales for 3/9/23 & 3/13/23
  COST
BEEF LBS. /LB $

  COST
CALVES LBS. /LB $
Barnes B&W 100 3.20 $320.00
A. Brisson 100 3.275 $327.50
Kayhart  98 2.80 $274.40
Macglaflin Farm 106 1.875 $198.75
M. Churchill 100 1.75 $175.05

Total Beef - 209   Total Calves - 282

A. Brisson 1925 1.07 $2059.75
Blue Spruce 1895  .98 $1857.10
P. Doton 1460  .96 $1401.60
Woodnotch Farm 1855  .95 $1762.25
Monument Farm 1620  .95 $1539.00
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had Conant comes across as a very 
tactical person. As a project manager 
for communications and marketing at 
Middlebury College, it’s his job to triage 
incoming projects, assign and manage 
resources, and deliver completed 
projects on time and on budget. That’s 
the 9-5 Conant — not exactly what 

you think of as a 
creative type.

The Conant you may 
not see on campus is one who received a 
banjo as a present from his wife 13 years ago. 

“I never played music,” explained the now 
50-year-old Vergennes resident in an interview 
last week. “My wife bought it for me for my 

37th birthday so I could play along with 
friends… I didn’t want a guitar because… well, 
who needs another guitar player?”

With the banjo, Conant found his passion for 
playing and singing, and before long he was 
playing open mikes, putting together a band 
and writing his own music.

A few weeks ago, Conant released his first EP, 
“Gavia Immer,” with the help of producer and 
musician Colin McCaffrey.

The title is Latin for “common loon,” and comes 
from a line in the first track on the album, 
“Hello Wind.” 

“Some of my favorite memories are camping 

lakeside listening to the loons,” said Conant, 
who grew up in the Northeast Kingdom of 
Vermont. “Their voices are distinctive, providing 
great joy and excitement when heard, but also 
tinges of loneliness and sadness. I believe this 
album evokes these emotions.”

Conant is a “whole burrito” kinda songwriter 
— you gotta take the good with the bad. 
Inspired by the music and lyrics of John Prine 
and Gregory Alan Isakov, Conant’s music and 
performances inspire audiences to step into a 
familiar world where they can experience joy, 
loneliness, fear, humor, regret and hope. It’s all 
in there.

“The first track, ‘Hello Wind,’ is a hopeful song,” 

C
SEE CONANT ON PAGE 3

ELSIE
 LYNN PARINI

BY

SONGWRITER MAKES 
DEBUT ALBUM COUNT

GAVIA
IMMER

Chad Conant, a Middlebury College 
project manager, released his 
first EP at the end of February. 
“Gavia Immer,” the title of the 
album is Latin for “common loon” 
— and comes from Conant’s fond 
memories camping as a child in the 

Northeast Kingdom.   
 PHOTO / PAUL DAHM 

  ILLUSTRATION / WENDY LACOURSE
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hen putting the current 
season of shows together, 
the Vergennes Opera 
House programing 
committee pointed to 
March and said “we need 
something funny here!” 
So, the comedy troupe, 
Stealing from Work, was 

contacted and the show date was secured for 
Saturday, March 25, at 7:30 p.m.

Stealing from Work is celebrating their 10th 
anniversary year of finding and sharing humor 
in the things that are part of everyday life 
including popular culture, politics and the 
news.

Though Stealing from Work has performed all 
over Vermont, this production is the first time 
they have performed at the historic Opera 
House in the little city of Vergennes. They 
are presenting their new revue: “Gaslight at 
the End of the Tunnel,” written by Marianne 
DiMascio, directed by Seth Jarvis, and sound 
design by Jess “Julie” Wilson. Stealing from 
work stars Cael Barkman, Chris Caswell, 
Marianne DiMascio, Amy Halpin Riley, Alex 
Hudson, Geeda Searfoorce and Vergennes 
resident Jory Raphael.

“Mud season is perhaps the cruelest time of 
year,” said Vergennes Opera House board 

member and program committee member Bill 
Walsh. “Having a show that gets us laughing 
is the perfect remedy to distract us from the 
dreariness.”

Doors and cash bar will open at 6:30 p.m., with 

general seating available.

Tickets for Stealing from Work are $15 and 
available online at VergennesOperaHouse.org 
or at the door. For more information visit the 
website or call 802-877-6737.

Back by popular demand, Town Hall Theater 
is bringing back London’s National Theatre 
broadcasts for the first time since the 
pandemic. Join us for two powerful upcoming 
shows: 

NatioNal theatre Broadcast 
of “the cruciBle”
Sunday, March 19, at 2 p.m.; Wednesday, March 
22, at 11 a.m.

Watch on THT’s big screen London’s National 
Theatre broadcast of “The Crucible.” A 
thunderous new imagining of Arthur Miller’s 
parable of power and its abuse. A witch hunt 
is beginning. Raised to be seen but not heard, 
a group of young women in Salem suddenly 
find their words have an almighty power. As 
a climate of fear, vendetta, and accusation 
spreads through the community, no one is safe 
from trail. Rated PG-13. 

NatioNal theatre Broadcast 
“straight liNe crazy”
Sunday, April 2, at 2 p.m.; Wednesday, April 5, at 
11 a.m.

Missed the New York production of 
Straight Line Crazy? You can now watch 
London’s National Theatre broadcast on 
THT’s big screen. Ralph Fiennes (Harry 
Potter, Kingsman) plays New York master 
manipulator Robert Moses, in this blazing 
new play from David Hare (Skylight). The play 
follows the history of Robert Moses, one of 
the most influential figures of urban planning 
and city architecture. And the effect that his 
policies had on the population of New York 
City. Rated R. 

Tickets are $15 and can be purchased at 
townhalltheater.org or by calling 802-382-9222. 

Sketch comedy in Vergennes brightens mud season

National Theatre broadcasts return to Town Hall Theater

W
Pictured from left to right: Cael Barkman, Alex Hudson, Jory Raphael, Marianne DiMascio, Geeda Searfoorce, 
Chris Caswell and Amy Halpin Riley, who will play in Stealing from Work’s new revue: “Gaslight at the End of the 
Tunnel.” Come see this comedy March 25, 7:30 p.m., at the Vergennes Opera House.

PHOTO / BEN HUDSON PHOTOGRAPHY
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CONANT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Conant said, 
adding that 
Fern Maddie 
sings backup 
vocals on that 
track. “I wrote 
it for my wife, 
Amy, and it’s 

probably my favorite song on the album. It came 
so easily.”

Next is “Take All My Nothing.” “It’s almost like a 
country song, and I dig it,” Conant said. McCaffrey 
joined Conant on backup instruments and Billy 
Corbett is featured on the mandolin. 

The third track starts like this:
“Well got me a… genuine, certified white trash 
toaster bought at the pharmacy store…”

That first line originates from one bummer of 
a morning, when Conant and his wife’s toaster 
broke and they didn’t know what to do for 
breakfast. 

“My wife sang the first line of this song out of the 
blue,” Conant explained. “Naw, she can’t carry a 
tune, but that line was too good. The song is like 
a drunken barn dance tune — a real banjo song. 
And as a banjo player I felt like I needed to play 
and write a banjo song.”

The track turns into more of an homage to the 
Northeast Kingdom: 

“I’ve traveled to the east and traveled to the 
west, I’ve traveled most everywhere; 
But nothing beats this land of loggers and 
farmers, just breathe on in that dairy air.”

From an upbeat and comedic tune, the album 
takes listeners into the fourth track, “Ugly Parts.”

“The narrator of this song just doesn’t like who 
they are talking to,” Conant said. “I had the most 
fun with the lyrics on this one… Just imagine one 
of those bubbly people who fake it so obviously 
that you can see straight through it; and a total 
Eeyore. Now what if they met? What would they 
say to each other?”

This tune takes more of a Texas swing approach, 
with more modern pacing. 

“I’ve gotten the best reaction from 
‘Despondency,’” that’s the fifth song on Conant’s 
album. “It’s a social commentary.”

Maddie backs up Conant again on this tune, 
singing: 

“We languish in the anguish of our self-made 
misery.”

“As a society we are so used to being miserable,” 
Conant explained. “All we need to do is keep it 
simple, find our similarities and do it better… The 
tune ends with hope.”

Finally, the EP ends with “The Request.” And, 
OMG, grab a box of tissues for this one…

“It is sad,” Conant said. That’s the truth. “My wife 
won’t let me sing it in the house.”

The storyline is that the narrator is dying and 
needs someone to witness their death. Conant 
wrote this piece in response to people who died 
alone during COVID, when loved ones could not 
hold each others’ hands at the end of their lives. 

“Kiss my tears, my beloved. Kiss my tears until 
they’re gone.”

It is tragic. Conant feels all the feelings, and 

makes sure we do too.

“One of the benefits of starting songwriting as an 
older person is you actually have experience,” he 
said. “Anger, love, loss… it’s all there. I hope.” 

For Conant, who doesn’t have kids, creating 
music is his legacy. “It’s what I can leave behind,” 
he said. “I don’t expect a Grammy award (thought 
I should because the quality is there).”

Conant set out to make this album with the 
deadline of mid-February, and he did it. 

“It was a lot of hard work,” he said. “But I think 
my job as a project manager really helped. I’m 
a deadline enforcer but also a creative singer/
songwriter; I have a foot in each world and that 
balances me a bit.”

 
For more on Chad Conant visit conantmusic.
com. You can also find his music on all streaming 
platforms @CONANT.

Chad Conant will play at the South Mountain 
Tavern in Bristol this Friday, March 17, from 
5:30-7:30 p.m., and at the Middlebury Snow 
Bowl on March 24, from 2-4:30 p.m. 

See CONANT Live
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MiniBury
A RELIABLE RESOURCE FOR PARENTS SEEKING FAMILY-FRIENDLY EVENTS, ACTIVITIES, CAMPS AND CLASSES IN AND AROUND MIDDLEBURY

Gimme that maple!
The sweetest time of year is finally here: Vermont Maple Open House 
Weekend! Actually, this annual opportunity to peek inside sugarshacks 
to see how maple syrup is made unfolds over multiple weekends. 
The official dates are March 25 and 26, April 1 and 2, but some local 
sugarmakers are getting the party started early.

Bread Loaf View Farm in Cornwall, for example, kicks off the festivities 
this weekend, March 18 and 19, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., with hands-on historical 
displays in its maple museum, food from So-Full Sisters food truck 
and a Sugarwoods trail system to explore. Hot tip: This place also has 
a very Vermont-y swing set (featuring a repurposed chair lift) and other 
fun outdoor play structures for kids. (The open house continues the 
following weekend, too.)

Douglas Orchards in Shoreham is hosting a free pancake breakfast 
with fresh maple syrup, plus tours of the sugarbush, on March 18, and 
again on March 25 and 26, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

At Werner Tree Farm in Middlebury, folks can taste the sweet stuff 
while their kids make beads from recycled maple tubing at a DIY 
beading table on Saturday, March 18, 1-4 p.m.

Vermont Trade Winds Farm is doing a pancake breakfast and 
sugarbush maze on Saturday, March 25, 9 a.m. to noon.

Red Rock Valley Maple Farm in Starksboro will be cooking up maple 
hot dogs, and offering cotton candy, each day of the official open 
house weekends, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Other Addison County sugarmakers opening their operations to 
visitors over the next few weekends are: Foxglove Farm in Leicester, 
Sunset Sugar Shack and Village Mapleworks in Orwell, Irish Hill 
in Bridport, Rainbow Ridge Sugarmakers in Bristol and Twin Maple 
Sugarworks in Lincoln.

Find more sugarmakers all over the state at vermontmaple.org/MOHW.

MiniBury.com
THINGS TO DO    MEET PARENTS & FRIENDS   

NEWS FOR FAMILIES    TIPS, TRICKS & TRENDS    CALENDAR

A PARTNERSHIP WITH THE ADDY INDY

See more online
Coming Up

New Librarian in Bristol
Alison DaBica is the 
new children’s librarian 
at Lawrence Memorial 
Library in Bristol! She’s 
an educator and a lover 
of poetry, theater and 
dystopian fiction. She 
moved to Bristol with her 
family about a decade 
ago, and says the library 
programs have been 
central to her family’s 
putting down roots. 
DaBica’s new role as 
children’s librarian is “a dream come true,” she says. Go visit the library — 
perhaps on the new Tuesday night family game nights — to say hi! 

HIGH SCHOOL MUSICALS! 
MUHS presents ‘Madagascar: A Musical Adventure,’ and VUHS 
presents ‘Newsies,’ Thursday through Saturday, March 16-18. (Both 
have matinees on Saturday.)

QUEER/TRANS TEEN & PARENT NIGHT
Thursday, March 23, 5:30 p.m. at Ilsley Library
The Teen Center is hosting a fun night for LGBTQIA+ teens and their 
favorite adult. Email lindsey@teencentervt.org for more info and to 
register.

Above: Bread Loaf View Farm in Cornwall.
Top right: The Gateway Farm in Bristol.
Bottom right: Palmer’s Sugarhouse in 
Shelburne.
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SEE EXHIBITS ON PAGE 13

ARIES: March 21/April 20. It is very important 
that you do not count your chickens before they 
hatch, Aries. Something you suspected was a 
sure thing may not pan 
out this week.

TAURUS: April 21/May 
21. You have a secret 
desire that you want to 
let out, Taurus. But you’re 
not sure of the timing. 
Stop letting your head 
dictate your heart and 
put plans into action.

GEMINI: May 22/
June 21. Friendships 
could falter due to your 
insecurities, Gemini. 
Others want to be 
around you for good 
reason. Try to see the 
value in relationships 
and make the effort to 
socialize.

CANCER: June 22/July 
22. Cancer, you could 
be defeating your own 
efforts this week. There 
may be something 
telling you that you’re 
not good enough to go 
for your goals. A pep 
talk can put you back 
on course.

LEO: July 23/Aug. 
23. There’s a fresh 
development in your 
love life coming down 
the pike, Leo. Romantic 
feelings solidify and you 
might be in for some 
exciting adventures in 
the weeks to come.

VIRGO: Aug. 24/Sept. 22. Virgo, the crowd 
around you may not be the support system 
you need right now. Making new friends can be 
tough, but it’s worthy pursuit at this point.

LIBRA: Sept. 23/Oct. 23. Libra, no matter how 
much you want to spend time with family or 
friends right now, work seems to draw you away. 

Focus on finding more 
balance.

SCORPIO: Oct. 24/
Nov. 22. You might be 
feeling fed up with the 
pace of lessons being 
taught to you, Scorpio. 
If the teacher or mentor 
simply isn’t effective, 
then you might need to 
find a new educator.

SAGITTARIUS: Nov. 
23/Dec. 21. Sagittarius, 
it might seem like 
having the utmost 
control sets you up for 
security, but that’s not 
always the case. Being 
too controlling may 
push others away.

CAPRICORN: Dec. 22/
Jan. 20. This may be 
an emotional week for 
you, Capricorn. Your 
relationship will have to 
weather a few storms 
before things right 
themselves again.

AQUARIUS: Jan. 21/
Feb. 18. Poor habits can 
keep you from getting 
where you want to go, 
Aquarius. A friend or 
family member may 
need to step in to show 
you where you could be 
going wrong.

PISCES: Feb. 19/March 
20. Help a partner heal 

by being sensitive to his or her suffering. You 
may not know all the ins and outs, but being 
supportive can help greatly.

OPEN: M-F 10-5 and Saturday 9:30-4

260 Court Street, Middlebury, Vt. 05753
802-388-3559   www.middleburysewnvac.com

Offer valid March 1-31, 2023

FREEFREE
quiltingquilting
AccesssoryAccesssory

BundleBundle
with purchasewith purchase

Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30, Sat. 10-2  • Rt. 7 So., Middlebury
802-388-2800 •  www.middleburyfloralandgifts.com

Support YourSupport Your
Local FloristLocal Florist
Shop Local!Shop Local!

BRISTOL • VT

 

453-7799

Tues-Thurs 11am-5pm
Fri 11-7pm, Sat 10am-5pm
Sun 12-4pm • Closed Mon

Knitting Trivia!
Modern knitting needles are commonly 
made of wood, bamboo and metal. In early 
forms of knitting, what materials were used 
to make knitting needles?  Come in and tell 
us the correct answer and receive 10% off 
your entire purchase!

hermitthrushfiberco.com

MARCH 16— Caroline Herschel, 18th-century 
astronomer (d)
MARCH 17— Mia Hamm, soccer player (51)
MARCH 18— Queen Latifah, actor, musician (53)

MARCH 19— Earl Warren, Supreme Court Chief 
Justice (d) 
MARCH 20— Ovid, poet (d)
MARCH 21— Gary Oldman, actor (65)
MARCH 22 — Agnes Martin, painter (d)

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

ART
O N  E X H I B I T

EDGEWATER AT THE FALLS
1 Mill Street, Middlebury
Visit edgewatergallery.com, call 802-458-0098 or email 
info@edgewatergallery-vt.com for more info.

“Just Minding My Business Picking Your Flowers” 
features a collection of abstract mixed media 
paintings by new Edgewater artist Mel Rea. Mel 
Rea describes her paintings as assemblies of line 
and shape intersecting in multiple sheer layers. 
Any reference to landscape or botanical form is 
deconstructed in the studio as she explores form, 
varied application of paint, texture, line and color 
relationships. Her palette is bright and bold. The 
elements of her composition shift gracefully, 
punctuated by line, color and unexpected brushwork 
that add a playfulness and warmth to each piece. On 
view through April 18.

EDGEWATER GALLERY ON THE GREEN 
6 Merchants Row, Middlebury
Visit edgewatergallery.com, call the gallery at 802-989-
7419 or email info@edgewatergallery-vt.com.

“The Way I See It” a solo exhibition of paintings 
by Lynn Johnson. Johnson is a still life painter 
who describes her large scale works on canvas 
and paper as a dialogue between abstraction and 
representation. She finds inspiration in industrialized 
forms juxtaposed against those that are organic, 
asymmetrical, and perfectly imperfect.  It’s all about 
movement, gesture and being messy, spontaneous 
and impulsive. On view through March 22.

JACKSON GALLERY
68 S Pleasant Street, Middlebury
Visit townhalltheater.org/jackson-gallery or call 802-382-
9222 for more info.

“The Art of Mycology: Mushroom Photographs” by 
Meg Madden, an exhibit of selected photographs 
of fungi Madden has captured in the woods around 
Addison County. On view through March 19.

MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE  MUSEUM OF ART
72 Porter Field Rd, Middlebury
For more info visit middlebury.edu/museum/exhibitions.

“Urban Cadence: Street Scenes from Lagos 
and Johannesburg” features work by Akinbode 
Akinbiyi, Akintunde Akinleye, Kelechi Amadi-Obi, 
Jude Anogwih, Jodi Bieber, Donna Kukama, Sabelo 
Mlangeni, Uche Okpa-Iroha, and Jo Ractliffe. This 
exhibit tells the multifaceted stories of two urban 
environments — Lagos, Nigeria and Johannesburg, 
South Africa — experienced through the artistic 
expressions of photography and video. On view 
through April 23. 
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MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY TELEVISION:

P.O. Box 785, Middlebury, Vt. 05753MCTV SCHEDULE Channels 1071 & 1091
Please see the MCTV website, www.middleburycommunitytv.org, for changes 
in the schedule; MCTV events, classes and news; and to view many programs 

online. Submit listings to the above address, or call 388-3062.

MCTV Channel 1071
Friday, March 17
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight
6:30 a.m. Governor’s Press Conference
7:30 a.m. Congregational Church
10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Church
5:30 p.m. Energy Week
6:30 p.m. Review of Rights & 

Democracy’s VT Lobby Day
9:02 p.m. League of Women Voters - 

The Privatization of Medicare
11 p.m. Green Mountain Care (GMC) 

Board
Saturday, March 18
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight 
9 a.m. Governor’s Press Conference
10 a.m. Selectboard, & Public Affairs
4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Service
5:30 p.m. Eckankar
6 p.m. Energy Week
7 p.m. Catholic Mass
7:30 p.m. Public Hearing on State Budget
9:33 p.m. State House - H.126 

Community Resilience and 
Biodiversity Protection 

Sunday, March 19
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight 
4 a.m. Green Mountain Care Board
9 a.m. Catholic Mass
10 a.m. Energy Week
11 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
2 p.m. Privatization of Medicare
4 p.m. Congregational Service

5:30 p.m. Governor’s Press Conference
6:30 p.m. Eckankar
7 p.m. Catholic Mass
7:30 p.m. Privatization of Medicare
9:30 p.m. Public Hearing on State Budget
Monday, March 20
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight
4 a.m. GMCare Board
8 a.m. Dr. John Campbell
9 a.m. Energy Week
10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
8 p.m. Public Hearing on State Budget
10:33 p.m. Community Resilience & 

Biodiversity Protection 
Tuesday, March 21
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight
5 a.m. Energy Week
6 a.m. Dr. John Campbell
9:30 a.m. Eckankar
10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
4 p.m. Congregational Service
7 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs 

Wednesday, March 22
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight
6:30 a.m. Energy Week
7:30 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
9:30 a.m. Catholic Mass
10 a.m. Selectboard Public Affairs
4 p.m. Dr. John Campbell
5 p.m. Energy Week
7 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
Thursday, March 23
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight
8 a.m. Congregational Service

11 a.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
12 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
7 p.m. Dr. John Campbell
8 p.m. Energy Week
9 p.m. Eckankar
10 p.m. Legislative Breakfast

MCTV Channel 1091 
Friday, March 17
12 a.m. EEE - Supreme Court, The 

Constitution, and Democracy
1:01 a.m. Green Mt. Mahler Festival - 

Earthquake Relief Concert
2:30 a.m. Prehistory of the Upper 

Connecticut River Valley
3:15 a.m. Zachary Bennett - Fish and 

Capitalism
4:30 a.m. Music in the Morning
7 a.m. Raising Bees in Vermont 
8:03 a.m. The Medicinal Garden
9:05 a.m  School Board Meetings
5 p.m. Supreme Court, The 

Constitution and Democracy
6:01 p.m. Green Mt. Mahler Festival - 

Earthquake Relief Concert
7:30 p.m. Joy of Pickleball
8:14 p.m Reeling in Vermont Films
8:30 p.m. Sonny Saul Gilgamesh
Saturday, March 18
4:30 a.m. Music in the Morning
8 a.m. Raising Bees in Vermont
9:03 a.m. The Medicinal Garden
10:05 a.m. Montpelier Art Walk

12:00 p.m.  Supreme Court, The 
Constitution, and Democracy

1:01 p.m.  Earthquake Relief Concert
2:30 p.m. Prehistory of the Upper 

Connecticut River Valley
3:15 p.m. Fish and Capitalism
4:30 a.m. Reeling in Vermont Films
4:45 p.m. Yoga for Kids
5 p.m. All Things LGTQ
6 p.m. Earthquake Relief Concert
7:30 p.m. Sonny Saul Gilgamesh
Sunday, March 19
5 a.m. Music in the Morning
8 a.m. Raising Bees in Vermont
9:03 a.m. The Medicinal Garden
12 p.m. Prehistory of the Upper 

Connecticut River Valley
12:45 p.m  Fish and Capitalism
2 p.m. Raising Bees in Vermont
3:03 a.m. The Medicinal Garden
4:06 p.m. The Mend
5 p.m. All Things LGTQ
6 p.m. Beethoven’s Ninth
7:30 p.m. Sonny Saul Gilgamesh
Monday, March 20
5 a.m. Yoga
6 a.m. School Board Meetings
12 p.m. The Medicinal Garden
1:02 p.m. Vermont Master Anglers - 

Cooking Burbot
4 p.m. Earthquake Relief Concert
8:30 p.m Supreme Court, The 

Constitution, and Democracy
9:31 p.m. Prehistory of the Upper 

Connecticut River Valley
Tuesday, March 21
6:10 a.m. Cooking Burbot
7 a.m. State Board of Education and 

State House Meetings Pertaining to 
Education 

5:30 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
6:30 p.m. The Medicinal Garden
7:32 p.m. Cooking Burbot
8 p.m. Raising Bees in Vermont
9:03 p.m. School Board Meetings
Wednesday, March 22
5 a.m. The Medicinal Garden
6:30 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
7:30 a.m. Author Talks and Interviews
10 a.m. Cooking Burbot
4:30 p.m. Gordon Clarke - VT Victory 

Gardens
5:30 p.m. Earthquake Relief Concert
Thursday, March 23
5 a.m. Yoga
6 a.m. Supreme Court, The 

Constitution, and Democracy
7:01 a.m. Cooking Burbot
7:20 a.m. Sonny Saul Gilgamesh
8:30 a.m. Earthquake Relief Concert
10 a.m. School Board Meetings
4:30 p.m. Yoga for Kids
6 p.m. GMALL Lecture: Whatever 

Happened to the Population 
Explosion?

9:30 p.m. The Medicinal Garden

THURSDAY, MARCH 16
APPALACHIAN TRAIL HIKE STORY IN FERRISBURGH. 
Thursday, March 16, 7-9:30 p.m., Ferrisburgh Town 
Hall, Route 7. Join Appalachian Trail thru-hiker and 
North Ferrisburgh resident Randy Gates as he 
recounts and compares his successful completions of 
the 2,194-mile trail in 1989 and 2022. Gates will present 
slides from his 1989 hike and pictures from his 2022 
hike while discussing all the changes the trail has seen 
in the past 33 years. 

SAPPHIRE STAR IN CORNWALL. Thursday, March. 
16, 7 p.m., Cornwall Congregational Church, Route 
30. This month’s Cornwall Community Coffee House 
features the talented duo of Kendra Gratton and Lisa 
Powell, who will provide a family-friendly evening of 
familiar singalong songs. Accompanying themselves 
on various acoustic instruments, they will bring to life 
many of your favorite tunes and a few you may have 
forgotten. There’s no entry fee, but cash donations for 
the performers are graciously accepted. Refreshments 
provided by the Friends of Cornwall School. 

“MADAGASCAR” ON STAGE IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Thursday, March 16, 7 p.m., Auditorium, Middlebury 
Union High School, 73 Charles Ave. Come see MUHS 
seniors give it their all in the annual senior play. Tickets 
$12 adults/$10 students and seniors, available at 
showtix4u.com/events/22970.

“NEWSIES” IN VERGENNES. Thursday, March 16, 7 
p.m., Vergennes Union High School, Monkton Rd. 
Come see the VUHS thespians in this 1992 American 
historical musical comedy-drama Loosely based on 
the New York City Newsboys’ Strike of 1899. Tickets 

$12 adults, $10 seniors and students, available at 
showtix4u.com and at the door.

FRIDAY, MARCH 17
THE DOUGHBOYS IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, March 
17, 7:30 p.m., Town Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. 
The Doughboys will play their signature mix of highly 
danceable soul and rock music from the 1950s to 
today. The band features Deb Tier and Kahari Blue on 
vocals, Ken French on guitar, Cobey Gatos on keys, 
Will Nash on bass, Carlos Velez on percussion, Rob 
DeBruyn and Katie Runde on sax, Glendon Ingalls 
on trumpet, Bear Irwin on trombone, and Daniel 
Scharstein on drums. Tickets $27 adult/$17 student, 
available at townhalltheater.org.

“MADAGASCAR” ON STAGE IN MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, 
March 16, 7 p.m., Auditorium, Middlebury Union High 
School, 73 Charles Ave.  See March 16 listing.

“NEWSIES” IN VERGENNES. Friday, March 17, 7 p.m., 
Vergennes Union High School, Monkton Rd. See 
March 16 listing.

SATURDAY, MARCH 18
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN WEYBRIDGE. 
Saturday, March 18, Snake Mountain. Hike the 
East Trail up to the Summit Trail. A 5-mile loop on 
moderate terrain. Elevation gain is about 1,000 feet. 
Easy to moderate pace, stopping for water breaks 
and the views from the summit. Proper, broken in, 
and waterproof/insulated hiking boots are required 
for this hike. Microspikes or some form of traction 
are required, snowshoes may be necessary to bring 

depending on conditions. Unsafe weather conditions 
will cancel or postpone the hike. Contact Ruth 
Penfield, ruthpenfield@gmail.com or Jonathan DiRodi, 
jsdirodi@gmail.com for details and to register. More at 
gmcbreadloaf.org.

FLOWER-PRESSING WORKSHOP IN ORWELL. 
Saturday, March 18, 10 a.m., Orwell Free Library 473 
Main St. Join local artist Beth Murphy for a morning 
of creating with pressed flowers. Beth will provide 
all materials to create a card and bookmark from 
her collection of pressed flowers, leaves and all 
things botanical. Registration required. More info at 
orwellfreelibrary.org or 802-948-2041. 

LOHENGRIN LIVE IN HD IN MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, 
March 18, noon, Town Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. 
Come see the Met’s production of Wagner’s soaring 
masterpiece. Tickets adult $24/student $10 plus 
applicable fees, available at townhalltheater.org.

“MADAGASCAR” ON STAGE IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Saturday, March 18, noon ad 2 p.m., Auditorium, 
Middlebury Union High School, 73 Charles Ave. See 
March 16 listing.

“NEWSIES” IN VERGENNES. Saturday, March 18, 3 
p.m., Vergennes Union High School, Monkton Rd. See 
March 16 listing.

KING PEDE CARD PARTY IN FERRISBURGH. Saturday, 
March 18, 6:30 p.m., Ferrisburgh Town Hall and 
Community Center, Route 7. A sandwich supper and 
then on to techniques such as in Hearts and Spades or 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Pitch. This is a game of fun and skill so come prepared 
to use your strategic thinking.

“STEALING FROM WORK” ON STAGE IN VERGENNES. 

Saturday, March 18, 7:30 p.m., Vergennes Opera 
House, 120 Main St. Come see this hilarious comedy 
show, refreshed and updated for our times, featuring 
Vergennes’ own Jory Raphael. A perfect night (and 
time) to “find the funny” in our everyday lives. Tickets 
$15 general seating. Doors and cash bar open at 6:30 
p.m. More info at vergennesoperahouse.org.

SUNDAY, MARCH 19
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN LEICESTER. Sunday 
March 19, Chandler Ridge. Moderate hike on the 
Chandler Ridge trail from the Minnie Baker trailhead. 
Approximately 6 miles and 750 feet of elevation gain. 
Contact Ken Corey, kencorey53@gmail.com or (802) 
349-3733, to get additional details and register. More at 
gmcbreadloaf.org.

CHAMPLAIN VALLEY FIDDLERS IN MIDDLEBURY. 

Sunday, March 19, 11 a.m.-4 p.m., VFW, 530 Exchange 
St. If you know anyone who plays a fiddle have them 
come play and join us. $3 cover. 50/50 raffle. Door 
prize. Refreshments available. 

NATIONAL THEATER LIVE “THE CRUCIBLE” IN 

MIDDLEBURY. Sunday, March 19, 2 p.m., Town Hall 
Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. Come see the film of this 
live performance at London’s National Theater. It is a 
thunderous new imagining of Arthur Miller’s parable of 
power and its abuse. A witch hunt is beginning. Raised 
to be seen but not heard, a group of young women 
in Salem suddenly find their words have an almighty 
power. As a climate of fear, vendetta, and accusation 
spreads through the community, no one is safe from 
trail. Tickets $15, available at townhalltheater.org.

TUESDAY, MARCH 21
MIDDLEBURY GARDEN CLUB TALK: “NATIVE 

POLLINATOR HABITAT” IN MIDDLEBURY. Tuesday, 

March 21, 1 p.m., Ilsley Public Library, 75 Main St. 
Laura Johnson, the University of Vermont Extension 
Pollinator Support Specialist, will speak about habitat 
for native pollinators. Did you know Vermont is home 
to thousands of pollinators including 275 species 
of bees? Come learn how you can identify and 
help sustain these vital species. Qualifies for Master 
Gardener Continuing Ed hours. Free. Open to all.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22
NATIONAL THEATER LIVE “THE CRUCIBLE” IN 

MIDDLEBURY. Wednesday, March 22, 11 a.m., Town 
Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. See March 19 listing.

THURSDAY, MARCH 23
“MARIUPOL: THE PEOPLE’S STORY” ON SCREEN IN 

MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, March 23, 7 p.m., Town Hall 
theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. The people of Mariupol share 
powerful, shocking stories of bravery and loss in a 
war zone. Filmed and told by many of the citizens of 
Mariupol, this powerful documentary records the deaths 
of thousands and daring escapes by survivors. It’s a story 
of their loss, bravery, and determination. Ticket $14 in 
advance at townhalltheater.org and $16 at the door.

GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB JAMES P. Taylor Outdoor 
Adventure Series in Middlebury. Thursday, March 23, 
7-8:30 p.m., Champlain Valley Unitarian Universalist 
Society, 2 Duane Ct. Drew Clymer, the Department of 
Public Safety Search and Rescue Coordinator for the 
State of Vermont will explain the framework of search 
and rescue in Vermont, tells stories from the field, 
and offer tips on how to stay safe. Doors open at 6:30 
p.m. The public is welcome. Refreshments served. 
Donations will support the Green Mountain Club. More 
information at gmcbreadloaf.org.

FRIDAY, MARCH 24
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB SNOWSHOE IN RIPTON. 

Friday, March 24, Long Trail-Burnt Hill Loop. Strenuous 
snowshoe on the Long Trail to Burnt Hill of more than 

six miles at a good pace. Elevation gain of about 1,000 
feet with likely unbroken trail. Contact Ellen Cronan for 
more details and to register, ecronana@yahoo.com. 
More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

SATURDAY, MARCH 25
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN MIDDLEBURY. 

Saturday, March 25, Wright Park. Easy to moderate 
hike in Wright Park, 3-4 miles maximum, with minimal 
elevation gain. Depending on conditions, snowshoes 
or microspikes and poles are recommended. Contact 
leader Liana Merrill, Merrill.liana@gmail.com to get 
additional details and register. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

ROCK INTO SPRING CONCERT IN BRANDON. 

Saturday, March 25, 7 p.m., Brandon Town Hall, 
1 Conant Sq. Rock Into Spring with local acts 
BODENBENDER and End User. Tickets $10 at the door.

CHAMPLAIN PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA IN 

MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, March 25, 7:30 p.m., Town 
Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. Come hear Town Hall 
Theater’s resident orchestra and experience Addison 
County’s local musical talent in their first spring 
concert since the pandemic. Tickets adult $17/senior 
$12/student $6, available at townhalltheater.org

COMMUNITY CONTRA DANCE IN BRISTOL. Saturday, 
March 25, 7:30-9:30 p.m., Holley Hall, 1 South St. in 
Lausanne Allen will be calling, with music by Red Dog 
Riley. $5-10 suggested donation.

SUNDAY, MARCH 26
ZIG ZAG LIT MAG ISSUE.14 RELEASE PARTY IN NEW 

HAVEN. Sunday, March 26, 2-4 p.m., Tourterelle, 
Route 7. Come to an afternoon celebrating local 
artists and writers. The restaurant will not be open, 
but the bar will. The event will be the first opportunity 
to purchase Issue.14. A reading from the new issue 
at starts at 2:30 pm. Hobnob with fellow creatives, 
hear some terrific writing, have a lovely cocktail and 

celebrate your neighbors.

Katy Foote Christy Lynn Jesse NorfordTom Van SantJenna Hunsinger

C O N T A C T  U S 

T O D A Y 
TO FIND OUT HOW  

WE CAN HELP!

I T ’ S  N O T  A L L  L U C K !

ADVERTISEWITH US
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Movement Matters class open to the public: 
Global Body in Conflict Masterclass: The Switching

jumatatu m. poe will present “The Switching” 
on Wednesday, March 29, from 4:30-6:30 p.m. 
at the Mahaney Arts Center Dance Theater in 
Middlebury. This event is part of the Movement 
Matters programming and is free and open to all. 

The day prior (Tuesday, March 28) jumatatu m. 
Poe will lead a lecture and demonstration of 
transitions into terrestrial, sharing images, video, 
poetics and movement reflecting on transitions 
in art making and life. This lecture/demo will be 
held in the Mahaney Arts Center room 110, from 
7:30-8:30 p.m. Free and open to the public.

From the artist: 
I like to imagine that this practice in 
performance improvisation, “The Switching,” 
is a strategy in immediate evolution, rapid-fire 

shifting, sublime learning of and in the moment. 
I began this practice while dealing with my 
curiosities around a question I obsessed over: 
“Can I change myself?” Our practice will deal 
with strategic essentialization — through the 
immediate re-design of ourselves into other 
creatures, or other ways of being our innate 
creatures — and working with immediately 
identifying the restrictions/limitations that are 
inescapable. It’s round about, and ideally will 
come full circle. Now, in this moment, it’s circle/
curve through my distals, and my distals are 
everywhere, and my desire travels in orbits, 
in cycles, and my vision is a limb. And now, 
in this moment, my vision is a limb, and I am 
comprised of everything that I can sense that 
I cannot see, and I am composed of the same 
material all throughout my body, and my voice 

is flat. And now, in this moment, my voice is flat, 
and my rhythm is insistently percussive, and 
my organs erupt to propel me into movement, 
and then they recompose themselves, and I 
am responsible for all of the sound I can hear, 
and I am feeling overwhelmed at all of my 
responsibility, and my erotic desire is piercing 
through my pores.

DANCE
C O M M U N I T Y

E V E N T S

jumatatu m. poe will lead a lecture, demonstration 
and Masterclass on March 28-29 at Mahaney Arts 
Center in Middlebury.

The Champlain Philharmonic will return to Town 
Hall Theater in Middlebury on March 25, at 
7:30 p.m., and Grace Congregational Church in 
Rutland on March 26, at 4 p.m., to perform their 
Spring Concert Series, “Nostalgia.”

The program will feature a world premiere of 
a new work by VT Composer, Kyle Saulnier, 
entitled “the Sun upon a hill.” Vermont vocalist, 
Stefanie Weigand will be the featured soloist.

Saulnier writes, “the Sun upon a hill. sets 
a beautifully melancholy sonnet by the 
revolutionary Jazz-Age poet Edna St. Vincent 
Millay. At the end of a love affair, an individual 
lingers on the memory of that affair one final 
time before wiping the slate clean and moving 
on, indulging in nostalgia for a brief moment 
of grace. This setting was originally inspired 
by a friend over twenty years ago, and has 
incubated for all that time, waiting for the right 

opportunity to be completed. In parallel with 
the poem itself, the setting looks backward 
to a much younger, almost unrecognizable 
composer, reconciling musical vocabulary from 
sketches in 1999(!) with a much more current 
approach. the Sun upon a hill. has been written 
specifically for the Champlain Philharmonic 
Orchestra, featuring Stefanie Weigand.”

aBoUt the artIsts
Kyle Saulnier’s work has been lauded by 
Downbeat as “a Great American Songbook of 
another order.” His music has been performed 
by the Awakening Orchestra, the Metropole 
Orkest, the Westerlies, the Vermont Symphony 
Orchestra, Saturn People’s Sound Collective, 
and TURNmusic, among others, and he 
has scored for television, advertising, and 
independent film projects. As a performer, 
Saulnier leads and conducts the Awakening 
Orchestra, and performs on acoustic bass and 

baritone saxophone. He has premiered new 
works by Eve Beglarian and Erik Nielsen, and 
appeared with artists including Moppa Elliott, 
Kat Wright, Francesca Blanchard, Andy Gagnon’s 
LOVECRAFT, and the Vermont Jazz Ensemble. 
Saulnier teaches in the music departments of 
Middlebury College and Quinnipiac University, 
and is active with the visionary Music-COMP 
mentoring program. He lives in Monkton with his 
wife, violinist Brooke Quiggins.

Stefanie Weigand has served as President 
and Membership Chair of the VT chapter of 
ACDA (American Choral Directors Association) 
and as Youth R&R for ACDA Eastern Region. 
She is currently Chair-Elect of the NAfME 
Council for Choral Education. She enjoys 
working as a presenter, clinician, and guest 
conductor across the region and is currently 
the conductor of the Polaris Singers at Northern 
VT University-Johnson. Weigand is also the 
Director of Education with Music-COMP, a non-
profit organization that promotes creativity 
and teaches composition to both students 
and teachers. She was the 2014 recipient of 
the VMEA’s Outstanding New Music Educator 
Award and received a Masters of Music 
Education from Castleton University.

Champlain Philharmonic returns to town

MUSIC
U P C O M I N G

SEE MUSIC ON PAGE 16
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By MARIN HOWELL 
MIDDLEBURY — When searching for the perfect dress to walk down the aisle in on her 

wedding day, Rebecca Hanley realized she need not look much further than what was already 
in her closet. 

Well, her mother’s closet. 
Hanley plans to say “I do” in the same dress her mother and grandmother wore on their 

wedding days. Though she’d perused some other dress options at the start of  her search, 
Hanley said she decided shortly after her June 2021 engagement that the family gown was the 
perfect fit for her big day. 

“I thought it would be kind of  cool to have this generational relic with me on the day of  the 
wedding,” she explained. “My grandmother and I were very close, she passed away about six 
years ago. I wanted to do something that would have her there with me in a way.”

The family dress was first worn by Hanley’s grandmother Almerinda Russo, fondly known to 
Hanley as “Noni,” when she was married in November of  1948. Hanley said it’s been described 
as a renaissance revival style dress, with long, pointed sleeves and a long, flowy train. The dress 

WWeddingseddings

Something old, something new: 
Saying ‘I do’ in a family heirloom

(See Dress, Page 2)
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also has a sweetheart neckline and a fitted bodice, 
both of  which were popular styles at the time. 

“It’s kind of  like a ‘Princess Bride’ sort of  dress,” 
Hanley said. 

Aside from some stains, the 75-year-old dress 
held up pretty well throughout the years. Though, 
Hanley knew she’d need to find someone to help 
her clean the dress and alter it before the wedding. 
The bride-to-be stands around six inches shorter 
than her grandmother did at her wedding.    

Hanley said finding the right tailor to work on 
her dress proved to be a daunting task. 

“Out of  the whole 
planning process, finding 
someone I could trust with 
the dress was the most 
nerve-wracking part,” she 
recalled. “I was looking 
for someone that had 
experience in vintage gowns, 
particularly professional 
experience, because the 
dress is very sentimental.” 

Hanley solicited 
recommendations for tailors 
on Front Porch Forum and 
was eventually connected 
with Carol Wood, who 
runs the costume shop at 
Middlebury College. A professional pattern-maker 
and draper, Wood’s experience is predominantly in 
costume building. 

For many years she worked as a draper in the 
San Francisco Opera’s costume shop, making 
patterns and interpreting designs for the stitchers, 
who would assemble all of  the pieces into the 
costumes seen on stage. 

Wood said getting a dress fit for a bride is similar 
to her work in the costume shop, both center on 
bringing a design in a sketch to life. 

“The process is about making something altered 
to fit, that’s exactly what I do in the theater,” she 
said. “I either look at something from the designer 
and make sure how it fits on the actor is exactly 
how it looks in the sketch, or it’s something we’ve 
purchased that we try to make look like how it 
does in the sketch.” 
CREATING A VISION

During their first meeting, Hanley and Wood 
discussed the future bride’s vision for her dress. 
Aside from basic alterations, Hanley wanted to 

rework the bodice of  the dress 
and make some other changes 
to the gown. Following their 
initial conversation, Wood 
drafted a few sketches of  
what those changes could 
look like. 

“Seeing (the options) 
sketched out was nice 
because I know nothing 
about alterations. I didn’t 
really know what she was 
talking about, so I was able to 
pick out what I liked with her 
sketches,” Hanley said. 

One of  the changes being 
made is removal of  the dress’s 

train. The train was originally 15-20 feet long but 
was shortened prior to when Hanley’s mother, 
Judi, was married in the 1970s. 

Hanley said the plan is to now remove the train 
altogether and repurpose the material.   

“I’m using that fabric to make wedding favors 
for my mother’s family, just to have a little patch 

REBECCA HANLEY’S GRANDMOTHER, Almerinda Russo, smiles 
in a photo taken when she was married in November of 1948. 
Hanley plans to wear her grandmother’s wedding dress, with a few 
alterations, at her own wedding later this year. 

“Out of the whole planning 
process, finding someone I could 
trust with the dress was the most 
nerve-wracking part. I was looking 
for someone that had experience 
in vintage gowns, particularly 
professional experience, because the 
dress is very sentimental.” 

— Rebecca Hanley

(See The train, Page 3)

Dress (Continued from Page 1)
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embroidered with the date of  the wedding. 
That way it’s a little memento of  my 
grandmother and I can give that to my 
family members,” she said. 

Wood will also remove the worn out lace 
on the dress’s bodice and have the dress 
dry cleaned to get rid of  some stains from 
prior celebrations. Even with the proposed 
changes, the dress is expected to look largely 
the same once finished. 

Hanley and Wood have been meeting 
for monthly fittings and to check in about 
the dress, which is expected to be finished 
in July. Right now, Wood said she’s focused 
on reworking the dress’s bodice. In addition 
to removing the lace, she said she’s also 
reinforcing the lining of  the bodice to make 
sure it holds up long after Hanley’s wedding 
day.   

“It’s really making sure that when she’s 
all tied up and reaching for something that 
it maintains its integrity, so it doesn’t fall 
apart,” Wood explained. 
DECONSTRUCTING THE DRESS

Wood has deconstructed the dress and 
created a paper pattern to guide her in 
cutting the correct shape and size of  the 
altered bodice. She’ll use the paper pattern 
to construct a sample bodice first and make 
sure the sizing fits Hanley before going to 
work on the actual dress. 

Wood said there’s a lot to keep in mind 
when altering vintage pieces such as 
Hanley’s dress, particularly maintaining the 
quality of  the material you’re working with.  

“With antique fabric such as this, I consult 
experts on fibers and antique garments, 
then take incremental steps to ensure the 
integrity of  the weave, color, sheen and 
drape,” she said. 

Wood added that there’s an element of  
unpredictability when working with vintage 
pieces, as fabric created nowadays reacts 
differently than antique fabrics. The dress is 
made out of  a polyester satin fabric, which 
behaves differently than a more modern 
polyester would. 

“Part of  that’s because cloth is different 
today than it was decades ago. Then there’s 
the age that you put into it that adds to the 
unpredictability,” Wood explained. 

Despite the hurdles of  working with 
vintage pieces, Wood said she enjoys 
projects like this one and the reward of  
shaping a piece into the perfect piece for a 
client. 

“What I like most is the challenge of  
the fit. First and foremost, the bumps and 
curves and corners are all in a different 
place. We’re not symmetrical so making 
a garment fit on the person is satisfying,” 
Wood said. 

Hanley has also been enjoying the 
alteration process. 

“Carol’s been amazing,” she said. “I really 
appreciate how comfortable she’s made me 
with having this piece of  family history in 
her hands, her very capable hands.” 
THE FUN PART OF PLANNING

With that weight off  of  her shoulders, 
Hanley said she’s been able to focus 
on ironing out the remaining details in 
preparation for her Oct. 13 wedding. In 
addition to wearing her grandmother’s 
dress, she and her fiancé, David Payne of  
Shoreham, are planning to make additional 
tributes to loved ones at their wedding.  

“We are going to have a memorial table 
of  our family members that are close to us 
that have passed on, like my grandparents 
and my uncle,” she said. 

Hanley said the couple wanted their 
family to play a big part in the wedding, 
including during the ceremony. Payne’s 
sons, Gage and Oliver, will make up the 
groomsmen and Hanley’s daughter, Grace, 
has been dubbed the “maid of  awesome.”  

“We wanted our kids to be involved in 
the wedding as well, rather than onlookers,” 
Hanley explained. 

Hanley said the couple also felt strongly 
about who to have officiate their wedding.

“Our officiant, Ben Wells, introduced us 
— so we saw it fitting that he marry us too,” 
she said. 

The wedding ceremony and reception will 
both be held on Payne’s parents’ property 
in Shoreham. With the wedding taking 
place outdoors, Hanley said the couple has 
decided on a laid back dress code. 

“We don’t want people to stress about 
what to wear, so we’re just having it be a 
costume party,” Hanley explained. “We’ve 

BRIDE-TO-BE REBECCA HANLEY smiles while flipping through an album filled 
with family photos from her grandmother’s wedding in 1948. In October, Hanley 
will wear the same dress at her wedding that her grandmother did when she was 
married 75 years ago. 

 Independent photo/John S. McCright

CAROL WOOD (right) converses with bride-to-be Rebecca Hanley (center) and 
mother of the bride Judi Hanley during a recent fitting of the dress. Wood is in 
the process of altering Hanley’s wedding dress, a gown worn by both the bride’s 
mother and grandmother at their weddings. 

Independent photo/John S. McCright

“We wanted our kids to be involved 
in the wedding as well, rather than 
onlookers.”

— Rebecca Hanley

(See Party, Page 5)

Train (Continued from Page 2)
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The question was popped; the 
engagement ring presented. What’s the next 
step on the road to the wedding? Saving 
should definitely be on couples’ minds.

A wedding is likely the most costly 
party couples will ever throw. According 
to The Knot’s 2019 Real Weddings Study, 
the average cost of  a wedding in 2019 
was $33,900. There are many different 
costs associated with weddings. Some are 
predictable, while others are unexpected. 

Out of  the 6,105 weddings in Vermont in 
2022, the average cost was $25,870 (ranked 
23rd in the United States), according to the 
Wedding Report research firm.

Investopedia says the vast majority of  
couples budget too little for their weddings 
and also end up spending more than they 
had planned. Various strategies can make 

it easier to save for a wedding and avoid a 
post-wedding financial hangover.
1. GET INFORMED

It’s impossible to budget for a wedding 
and ultimately save without knowledge 
of  what services and items cost in the 
region where you live. A wedding 
in New York City will be 
expensive, while a wedding in 
Mississippi will cost a lot less, 
indicates a popular guide to 
wedding costs.

Conduct some research 
and find out what 
photographers, florists, 
transportation providers, 
reception halls, and wedding 
wardrobe vendors charge for common 
services. This will paint a vivid picture of  
what a wedding may cost in your area.
2. FLESH OUT THE BUDGET

Once you have gathered estimates, you 
can then figure out a financial goal. This 
also is when you can determine where to 
rein in spending and where you might want 
to splurge. If  having a video memory of  
the wedding is not a top priority, you can 
skip videography services. If  you have a 
special flower that you like, you may want 
to budget more for that bloom even if  it 
isn’t in season.
3. SET UP A DEDICATED SAVINGS 
ACCOUNT

One of  the easiest ways to save for 
big-ticket items like a wedding, home 
purchase or other financial goals is to use 

an automatic savings account that may be 
available through your bank or employer. 
An automatic savings plan will pull a set 
amount from a personal checking account 
into a savings account through auto-draft. 
The bride and groom can link individual 
checking accounts to one savings account 
to contribute jointly. 
4. AVOID OVERSPENDING

An analysis of  your spending 
habits will likely reveal areas 

where you can scale back so 
you can devote more funds 
to wedding savings. Do 
you need a takeout coffee 
in the morning or can you 
brew a pot at home? Might 

you be able to scale back on 
streaming services? Do you feel 

comfortable buying less expensive 
store brand groceries over name brands? 
Small cost savings can quickly add up.
5. ADD UP GIFTS

Factor in deduction of  expenses that 
other people will commit to covering for 
wedding expenses, but only if  you have 
concrete confirmation. A parent may host 
the rehearsal dinner. One’s relative may 
offer to pass down an antique wedding 
gown to wear. But rather than simply 
removing these gifts from your savings 
calculations, keep them as a safety net to 
put toward unforeseen expenses.

Saving for a wedding can be challenging. 
But various strategies can help couples plan 
their dream weddings without breaking the 
bank.  

— Metro Creative 

In Vermont 
the average 

wedding cost 
was $25,870 in 

2022.

Plan to save for your wedding
Wedding planning involves many movable 

pieces that ultimately need to come together on 
the big day. Planning is typically a months-
long process, and adhering to certain monthly 
benchmarks can help couples stay the course. 

Brides magazine says that the perfect 
engagement period is 12 to 14 months, which 
affords ample time to get organized and work 
with vendors. With that in mind, here’s a 
12-month timeline for couples getting ready to 
say “I do.” 

12 months out
At the start of  the planning process, 

establish your budget, hire a wedding 
planner (optional), choose the wedding 
party, pick a date, and start to assemble 
a cursory guest list. This also is a 
great time to begin touring venues to 
get a feel for potential ceremony and 
reception locales.

11 months out
Now is the time to get a firm 

handle on the theme and scope of  the 
wedding. Start picking wedding colors 
and overall design. Also, interview and 
hire vendors, such as photographers, 
bands and videographers. These 
vendors tend to book up quickly as 
wedding season draws near, so it’s 
never too early to book them.

10 months out
This is a good time to start shopping 

for a wedding gown because it might 
take some trial and error to find 
the perfect dress. You also can start 

Timeline

(See Timeline, Page 7)

Start your marriage on
a strong foundation.

The historic Vergennes Opera
House has 126 years of

experience hosting events
both large and small
private and public.

Consider the Vergennes Opera House
for your next great production.

For more information visit
VergennesOperaHouse.org
2nd floor of City Hall,
120 Main Street, Vergennes
802.877.6737
info@VergennesOperaHouse.org
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told people ‘Please just come in your best 
hot dog costume that you never got to wear, 
don’t worry about dressing fancy.”

Another nontraditional element of  the 
wedding, the pair has decided to forgo 
flower arrangements. Instead, Hanley said 
each table will be decorated in tribute to 
gothic horror novelists, such as Edgar Allen 
Poe and Stephen King. 

Hanley said she’s enjoyed searching 
for decorations and finetuning the other, 
smaller details of  the wedding. 

“Right now, I’m just thinking about all 
of  the little things,” she said. “But that’s the 
fun stuff, now I think I’m at the fun part of  
planning.”

Hanley recalled that the early days of  the 

planning process were much more stressful 
and said her biggest tip for those planning 
a wedding is to enlist the help of  a wedding 
planner if  possible. 

“I felt all over the place for the first 
three or four months,” she recalled. “Until 
everything was settled there were a lot of  
doubts, and I kept telling my mom I wish I 
had a wedding planner.” 

With most of  the planning behind her, 
Hanley said she’s now just looking forward 
to enjoying the special day with friends and 
family. 

 “I’m just excited to throw a huge party 
and sit back and watch people enjoy 
themselves. I really hope someone shows 
up in a hot dog costume,” she said.

CAROL WOOD, DIRECTOR of Middlebury College’s costume shop, points to 
a piece of the vintage wedding dress she is currently tailoring for bride-to-be 
Rebecca Hanley. 

Independent photo/John S. McCright

“With antique fabric such as 
this, I consult experts on fibers 
and antique garments, then take 
incremental steps to ensure the 
integrity of the weave, color, sheen 
and drape.”

— Carol Wood

Party (Continued from Page 3)

Calvin Loven Tent Rentals
Tables & Chairs for up to 300 guests  •  Dance floor

Tent sizes: 
• 20’ x 20’  • 20’ x 40’  • 30’ x 60’

20 Years in business  •  Leicester, VT  •  (802) 247-6432 • (802) 989-2659

Your Special Day At The Fair!

Looking for a natural setting for your wedding?
Well, look no further. Addison County Fair & Field Days is the perfect place for you!

An affordable, memorable setting with widely customizable options. 
https://www.addisoncountyfielddays.com/weddings/

If interested please call Cara at 802-545-2557 or email fielddays@gmavt.net!

photo by Andrea Warren
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Even though you’re already throwing one huge 
celebration, don’t forget about the smaller dinner 
party that goes along with it: your rehearsal dinner. 
Nearly 80% of  couples hosted one, making it more 
common than wedding showers and honeymoons.

Although it won’t take as much planning, there’s 
still a good amount of  thought that should go into 
it. The Knot Real Weddings Study showed that the 
average cost of  a rehearsal dinner is $2,400. This 
is representative of  all related expenses, including 
venue, invitations, catering and décor. Of  course, 
many rehearsal dinners will cost way less than 
$2,400, but it is a cost to keep in mind when 
planning your overall wedding budget.

Here are some things to keep in mind when 
planning a wedding rehearsal dinner.

Step 1: Decide Who’s Hosting
Traditionally, the rehearsal dinner is 

thrown in the couple’s honor (usually by 
the groom’s parents), but really anyone can 
host. Some couples even choose to do it 
themselves. One thing to keep in mind: The 
host usually takes care of  the bill, which also 
means they get to be the creative director (as 
in flowers and invites are up to them).

Step 2: Put Together a Budget
This is the pregame, not the main event, 

so don’t feel pressured to spend big on 
elaborate centerpieces and a four-course 
dinner. You’re inviting a smaller group of  
guests and the focus should be on meeting 
and mingling, so let that guide your budget 
decisions. For example, instead of  elaborate 
flower arrangements, you might splurge on 
upgrading the table to one long feasting 

table so everyone can sit together.

Step 3: Work Out the Guest List
The reason you’re having a rehearsal 

dinner is to get quality time with those 
closest to you, so make sure they’re on 
the guest list. The must-invites are your 
immediate families, your wedding party 
and their spouses or significant others, the 
parents of  your flower girls or ring bearers, 
and your officiant and their spouse or 
significant other. If  there are a lot of  guests 
traveling from out of  town (or you’re having 
a destination wedding), then it’s polite to 
invite most, if  not all, of  them. If  that’s just 
too many, give them nearby dinner ideas and 
directions on your wedding website.

Step 4: Know What You Want 
It to Look (and Taste) Like

If  the host already has a location in mind, 
let that guide the menu and décor decisions. 
If  not, give them suggestions. Even if  you’re 
having a classic, formal ballroom wedding, 
you could have a more laid-back affair the 
night before. Favorite foods, the place 
you went for your first date or even your 
honeymoon destination can drive the theme.
Step 5: Search for and Book the 
Rehearsal Dinner Spot

Restaurants and country clubs are the 
most common rehearsal dinner venues, but 
there’s no reason you have to limit yourself  
to just those options. It could be on the 
beach, on a hotel rooftop, at a brewery, in a 
public park or even at a bowling alley.

Rehearsal Dinner: A smaller dinner party before the big day
Step 6: Send Out Invitations

Rehearsal dinner invites can be sent in 
the same envelope along with the wedding 
invitations or separately. For a casual 
rehearsal dinner, you don’t need anything 
over the top. Send out simple paper invites, 
or for a small group, an evite or even a 
personal phone call with a follow-up email 
with all the details works too.

Step 7: Tap Your Toasters
The rehearsal dinner is usually the time 

for the hosts to toast to the couple. You’ll 
want to welcome the families together, 
thank everyone for attending and bring 
up sentimental stories that make everyone 
laugh (and cry!). The bridesmaids or 

groomsmen (except for the maid of  
honor and best man, who usually toast at 
the wedding), grandparents or anyone else 
could also give a speech.

Step 8: Confirm the Timeline 
and RSVPs

One to two weeks before the rehearsal 
dinner, follow up with your officiant to 
double-check the rehearsal time as well 
as with the rehearsal dinner venue to 
make sure you’re all set for the planned 
reservation. Call up any guests whom you 
haven’t received an RSVP from to finalize 
the guest count for the catering and seating 
setup.

— Simone Hill, The Knot

WEDDINGS at CEDAR KNOLL

13460 Rt. 116
Hinesburg, VT 05461

management@cedarknollgolf.com
Tel: 802-482-3186

www.cedarknollgolf.com

Our clubhouse and surrounding property 
are perfect for your ceremony, celebration, 
and special photos.

• Outdoor ceremony site overlooks the 
golf course.

• Beautiful post and beam dining room 
available from April through October

• Dining room capacity of 100 people
• Inhouse or private catering options 

offered.
• Rental fee includes round tables, 

chairs, table linens, fl atware, 
water goblets, bar service with one 
bartender, setup and tear down.

• Wedding parties can decorate the 
space as they wish, creating a unique 
theme for their special day.

• Sound system and golf carts available 
for rent.

OUR SPACE IS YOURS!
Throw your bridal, teen/tween,  
girls-night-out parties or special 

events at our beautiful salon.  
BYOB, BYOF and have fun! 

Luxury Pedicures,  Manicures,
Nail Extensions, Massage,  

Facials, and Waxing

Appointments Required. 
802- 482-7334

elementnailsalonvt@gmail.com
Open Tues – Sun

90 Mechanicsville Road, Hinesburg
ElementNailSalonVT.com
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Specializing in Beautiful 
Florals for your

Vermont Wedding

Mon – Fri: 9am – 5:30pm  |  Saturday: 10am – 2pm 
Closed Sundays & all major holidays

1663 Route 7 South, Middlebury, VT 05753

Contact us today to set up your free consultation

802-388-2800
designs@mfandg.com / middleburyfloralandgifts.com

Photo Credit: Ellen Sargent 

64 Main St, Downtown Middlebury
Open Monday-Saturday 10-5, Sundays 11-4

 802-388-7711 • vtsown.com

Vermont’s Own Gifts & Goods

Make sure your
guests are following

VT  “Maple Laws”!

We carry a large selection of VT products 
to help your guests feel right at home!

Maple Syrup |  Cheeses
Gourmet Foods  | Wines

Pottery  |  Soaps and Candles

shopping for wedding party attire 
at this time. Check with formalwear 

vendors to see how long it will take for the gowns to arrive in the shop for 
alterations. If  you haven’t already done so, be sure to book the wedding venue.

8 months out
Reception halls may have their own schedules, but you should think about 

setting your menu at this time, including deciding if  you will host a seated 
dinner, a buffet or something else. 

Eight months out also is a good time to finalize the guest list and send save-
the-date cards. This also is a good time to visit stores to create registry gift lists.

6 months out
Meet with potential florists and other vendors, like transportation companies 

and hotels, to secure these arrangements. Your place of  worship also may 
require certain classes or preparatory meetings, so be sure to inquire about 
these. 

Meet with a makeup and hair stylist and book a trial. Choose attire for 
groomsmen and give them a deadline for fittings and orders. If  you will not be 
getting married in a place of  worship, hire an officiant at this time.

4 months out
Grooms traditionally arrange the honeymoon, so this is a fine time to get 

those travel plans in order. If  you need passports, you should secure them as 
early as possible, and no later than four months prior to the wedding to ensure 
processing times. Book cake tastings and order the cake if  it is not part of  the 
venue food and beverage package. If  you haven’t already done so, the bride 
should have an initial gown fitting, and wedding invitations should be ordered 
at this time.

2 months out
Secure your wedding license and buy wedding party gifts. Address and mail 

the wedding invitations. Undergo a second gown fitting and work with the 
seamstress for the final fitting date just before the wedding. Finalize any song 
selections with the DJ or band.

The final details will occur in the last weeks before the wedding. Buy all the 
small accessories and items, undergo final fittings and check in with all vendors 
for final payments and to ensure they are on schedule. Notify the reception hall 
of  the final guest count. 

Once the wedding day arrives, couples who have done their best to stay on 
schedule can relax and have a great time with family and friends.  

— Metro Creative 

What’s up with the bridal veil?
Though couples can plan wedding 

ceremonies and receptions how they see fit, 
many weddings are steeped in tradition, some 
of  which may be more subtle than others. 

One longstanding wedding tradition 
revolves around a bride’s attire. Historians 
differ regarding the origins of  the bridal veil, 
but some trace this tradition all the way back 
to Ancient Greece. Others suggest bridal 
veils were first popularized within the Roman 
Empire by people who believed that the veil 
protected the bride from evil spirits as she 
walked down the aisle. 

Traditions surrounding bridal veils even 

differ within various faiths, so the veil may 
signify one thing at a Jewish wedding and 
something entirely different at a Christian 
ceremony. 

Veils also have long been seen by some as 
symbolic of  purity. Despite their long-held 
position in wedding lore and tradition, veils are 
no longer seen as a must-have. Nor are brides 
who choose to wear a veil beholden to having 
it cover their face as they walk down the aisle. 
In fact, many modern brides now flip their 
veils over their head as they walk down the 
aisle en route to saying, “I do.” 

— Metro Creative 

Timeline (Continued from Page 4)
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TourterelleVermont.com | 802.453.6309 | 3629 Ethan Allen Highway, New Haven

We are booking for 2024

Think of us for your rehearsal dinner,
welcome party, or post wedding brunch.

Specializing in Weddings in Every SeasonSpecializing in Weddings in Every Season

Stunning Views
Local Food
Vermont Charm
Rustic Elegance
Endless Memories
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PHOTOPLACE GALLERY
3 Park Street, Middlebury
For more info visit photoplacegallery.com.

“Parenthood,” an exhibit featuring 
a constantly changing state of 
being as a child grows older and life 
becomes more complex. On view 
through March 24.

SHELDON MUSEUM
1 Park Street, Middlebury
For more info visit henrysheldonmuseum.org

“Artists in the Archives: Community, 
History & Collage.” Artists from 
Canada, Denmark, Ireland, Poland, 
Scotland, Ukraine, and several U.S. 
states created collages to explore 
how the archival material expresses 
an aspect of a community. On view 
through summer 2023.

EXHIBITS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

Featured painters at Edgewater and a special event

Great Art Wednesdays bring Mary Cassatt to the screen

Edgewater Gallery on the Green will be 
closing the solo exhibition “The Way I See It” 
by Lynn Johnson on March 22. Johnson is a 
still life painter who describes her large scale 
works on canvas and paper as a dialogue 
between abstraction and representation. 
She finds inspiration in industrialized forms 
juxtaposed against those that are organic, 
asymmetrical, and perfectly imperfect. It’s all 
about movement, gesture and being messy, 
spontaneous and impulsive. 

For more information on “The Way I See 
It,” visit edgewatergallery.com, call the 
gallery at 802-989-7419 or email info@
edgewatergallery-vt.com.

At Edgewater Gallery at the Falls visitors can 
see a collection of abstract mixed media 
paintings by new Edgewater artist Mel Rea. 
“Just Minding My Business Picking Your 
Flowers” opened March 1 and runs through 
April 18. Mel Rea describes her paintings as 
assemblies of line and shape intersecting 
in multiple sheer layers. Any reference to 
landscape or botanical form is deconstructed 
in the studio as she explores form, varied 
application of paint, texture, line and color 
relationships. Her palette is bright and bold. 

The elements of her composition shift 
gracefully, punctuated by line, color and 
unexpected brushwork that add a playfulness 
and warmth to each piece.

For more information on Mel Rea’s solo 
exhibition, visit edgewatergallery.com, call 
the gallery at 802-458-0098 or email info@
edgewatergallery-vt.com.

SPECIAL EVENT 
Edgewater Gallery and the Pitcher Inn present 
an evening of fine art and fine dining with 
Edgewater artist Kathryn Milillo, Thursday, 
March 30, from 5:30-8 p.m., at The Pitcher Inn, 
275 Main St, Warren. The evening will begin 
with a conversation with Vermont painter 
Kathryn Milillo. She will discuss her journey to 
becoming a painter; her inspiration for subject 
matter, and her painting process. A question 
answer session will follow her talk and dinner at 
the inn’s acclaimed restaurant will be served at 
the conclusion of the talk. 

To register for this event, including dinner at 
The Pitcher Inn, call the gallery at 802-989-7419 
or email info@edgewatergallery-vt.com. To 
make dinner reservations for the evening call 
The Pitcher Inn at 802-496-6350.

ART O N  E X H I B I T

Town Hall Theater in Middlebury will host a Great Art 
Wednesday screening of “Mary Cassatt: Painting the 
Modern Woman” on Wednesday, March 29, at 11 a.m. 

Mary Cassatt made a career painting the lives of the 
women around her. Her radical images showed them 
as intellectual, feminine and real, which was a major 
shift in the way women appeared in art. 

Presenting her astonishing prints, pastels and 
paintings, this film introduces us to the often-
overlooked impressionist whose own career was as full 
of contradiction as the women she painted. 

She printed, sketched and painted dozens of images 
of mothers and children yet she never married or had 
children herself. She was a classically trained artist 
but chose to join a group of Parisian radicals — the 
Impressionists — a movement that transformed the 
language of art. 

Tickets for Wednesday’s screening are $15 and 
available at townhalltheater.org.

“Betwixt” by Kathryn Milillo, 12x19 oil on canvas.

“Even When You’re Quiet I Can Still Hear Your 
Color” by Mel Rea, 40x60, acrylic on canvas.

“Happiness is to You” by Mel Rea, 36x48, acrylic 
and pastel on canvas.
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ACROSS
1. Belonging to a 
thing
4. Pass or go by
10. Partner to 
cheese
11. Subjects
12. U.S. State (abbr.)
14. Bits per inch
15. Forest-dwelling 
deer
16. Illinois city
18. A salt or ester of 
acetic acid
22. Wholly 
unharmed
23. Cuddled
24. Bane
26. Global 

investment bank 
(abbr.)
27. Oh my gosh!
28. Arrive
30. Famed Spanish 
artist
31. Home of 
“Frontline”
34. Group of quill 
feathers
36. Keyboard key
37. Army training 
group
39. Detail
40. Pole with flat 
blade
41. Football play
42. Makes unhappy
48. Island in Hawaii

50. Back in 
business
51. Of an individual
52. Painful chest 
condition
53. Tropical 
American monkey
54. Matchstick 
game
55. For instance
56. Even again
58. Popular 
beverage
59. Evaluate
60. Time units 
(abbr.)

DOWN
1. Stain one’s hands

Sudoku
Each Sudoku puzzle 
consists of a 9x9 
grid that has been 
subdivided into nine 
smaller grids of 3x3 
squares. To solve the 
puzzle each row, column 
and box must contain 
each of the numbers 1 to 
9. Puzzles come in three 
grades: easy, medium 
and difficult. 

Level: Medium

This week’s puzzle solutions can be found on Page 14.

2. Nocturnal 
hoofed animals
3. Back condition
4. Popular movie 
alien
5. City of Angels
6. Peaks
7. Infantry weapons
8. Left
9. Atomic #99
12. Told a good 
yarn
13. Vale
17. Resistance unit

19. Aquatic plant
20. Bluish greens
21. About some 
Norse poems
25. Reinforces
29. Egyptian 
mythological 
goddess
31. Supportive 
material
32. Subatomic 
particle
33. Expired bread
35. Cereal grain

38. Goes against
41. Walkie __
43. One who does 
not accept
44. Beliefs
45. Indicates near
46. Brazilian NBA 
star
47. Grab quickly
49. Romantic poet
56. College dorm 
worker
57. Set of data

s p o n s o r e d  byPUZZLESPUZZLES PPet of et of the the WWeekeek
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 Pets In Need
HOMEWARD BOUND

 Addison County’s Humane Society

Lulu
Lulu is a sweet 7-year-old, 84-pound 
Shepherd mix with good manners. 
She loves being out for walks and 
playing in the snow with her toys. 
Lulu is gentle, walks well on a leash, 
knows how to sit, and is housetrained. 
She is currently on a low-cost medica-
tion for her skin allergies. Lulu has lived 
with dogs previously but can be selective 
about the dogs she wants to spend time with. 
She would be a great addition to a home with children.

Reggie
Reggie is a handsome 1-year-old 
Carolina Dog mix who is learning 
how to explore the world. Reggie 
loves snuggling on the couch and 
playing in the backyard. Reggie 
was never walked on a leash before 

coming to the shelter so it is very 
new to him. He needs slow, positive 

introduction to the leash. He is house-
trained and will sit for treats. Reggie will 

do great in a home with other dogs.

Vienna is an incredibly lucky 6-month-
old cat. She was brought to us as a 
stray after she miraculously survived 
our coldest winter weather. Her ears 
and nose developed frostbite but she 
hasn’t let that dampen her spirit. She is 
affectionate and loving, gets along well 
with other cats, and would love nothing 
more than a cozy spot to nap.

Want to learn more?
Call or check our website. We may have a pet for you!

802-388-1100 | HomewardBoundAnimals.org
236 Boardman Street | Middlebury, VT

Priscilla
Priscilla is a lovely 2-year-old who 
will quickly steal your heart. She 
is affectionate, playful, and has a 
wonderful purr. She loves catnip and 
playing with her toys. Although she 
arrived at the shelter with two other 
cats, she has not wanted to interact 
with the other cats here so far.

Vienna

Reinhart
Reinhart is a big, playful 3-year-old 
who is sweet and sassy. His favorite 
thing to do at the shelter is to 
explore his surroundings and go on 
self-guided adventures. He would be 

suited for an indoor/outdoor lifestyle. 
He can get overstimulated easily, so he 

needs a family who will accept his quirky 
ways...

Glimmer
Beautiful 1.5-year-old Glimmer has 
been on quite an adventure. We have 
watched her grow from a depressed 
and withdrawn cat to a highly social, 
affectionate girl who loves to be 

around other cats. Her favorite place 
to be is on high perches where she 

pretends to be a sleek jungle cat.

Proud to help you provide quality care for all of your pets,
we know your animal companions are a central part of your life! 

PET FOOD
Quality Brands Including:

ASK ABOUT OURPet Food ClubEarn rewards for your purchases!

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
338 Exchange Street, Middlebury

388-4937 • www.MiddleburyAgway.com
Mon - Fri 8-6 • Sat 8-5 • Sundays 9-4

Open 
7 days

Join our email list
 for preferred

customer savings!

TOYS &
TREATS

SELF SERVEAccessories
 & Grooming 

Supplies
Leashes • Harnesses 
Collars • Clothing 

Food Dishes 
Storage Bins 

 Beds & Baskets
Brushes, shampoos, skin treatment, ointments to keep your

pets’ coats healthy and problem free!
Kennels, Dog Houses & Carrying Cases
Come in and check the variety we have in stock!

   Large & Small Animal Products
    • Feed • Supplements • Training & Grooming Supplies
    • Cages, Foods, Treats & Bedding 
    • Bird food, toys and cages
    • Basics for fish, too!

Everything you need for pet support!

Feeders,
 Seed & Suet, 

Houses & 
Accessories.

Wild Bird 
Supplies

YOUR YARD, GARDEN AND PET PLACE™   •  www.middleburyagway.com

Think of Agway when you think of your pets!

Hel lo !  Hel lo !  
I ’m Bao BingI ’m Bao Bing

Hi! I’m Bao Bing, or Bing-
Bing for short. I’m nine 
months old but you 
wouldn’t know it to look at 
me! I’m a big lad settling in 
well in my new home with 
my new canine siblings. My 
favorite thing in the whole 
world is my plush lion toy, 
I play fetch with him and 
carry him around the house 
as the Hobbes to my Calvin.

Gaia Sheridan
Cornwall

PPet of et of the the WWeekeek

Send us a pic of 
your pet!

news@addisonindependent.com

Pet of the 
WEEK
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n their book, “How to be your Dog’s Best 
Friend,” the Monks of New Skete suggest 
that for many people, dogs and houseplants 
are the only readily available touchstones 
with the natural world. They also say that 
owners must reflect on their canine’s 
environment and make it as healthy as 
possible.

I recently brought a new 
member into my pack, 
Betty, a nine-week-old 

French bulldog. I knew bringing Betty home 
meant that I needed to puppy-proof my condo 
as many plants are toxic to pets including 
puppies, kittens, dogs and cats. So part 
of preparing for Betty’s homecoming was 
determining which of my houseplants might 
need to be relocated.

Since I live in a small condo, I do not have 
many houseplants, just chives, oregano, 
philodendron, rosemary and spider plants. Of 
these, chives, oregano and philodendron are 
toxic for both dogs and cats, while rosemary 
and spider plants are not. So I relocated my 
toxic houseplants to places where Betty 
cannot access them. 

How did I determine which plants were safe 
for my puppy?

I did some online research and found 
information on plants that are poisonous 
and non-poisonous to pets on the American 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals (ASPCA) website. You can check out 
go.uvm.edu/toxic-plants to determine if your 
plants are safe for your pets. Plants are listed 
both by common and scientific names.

While many types of plants are toxic to both 
dogs and cats, the toxicity level often varies by 
animal species as well as by plant. One of the 
most common symptoms of plant poisoning in 
both dogs and cats is vomiting. 

However, many plants are not toxic to dogs 
and cats. So before I add any new plants, I will 
make sure that they won’t harm my fur baby if 
eaten, especially if they are indoor plants.

Whether bringing home a puppy or kitten or 
already living with a dog or cat, research your 
houseplants and determine whether they 
might be toxic. If they might be, move them to 
a place where your pet will not have access to 
them. This advice applies even if your dog or 

cat does not normally eat plants.

Before Betty, I had a mammoth bulldog, Lola 
Brooke aka B, who liked to eat grass when 
outside but did not munch on other plants, 
indoors or out. One time, I brought a potted 
hot pepper plant inside in October before the 
first frost. That plant remained untouched 
until April when B decided she would try 
some hot peppers.

I did not see her eat them, but I knew 
there was a problem when she started 
racing around and vomited numerous 
times. Luckily, after a call to an emergency 
veterinary practice, I learned that water 
mixed with milk, along with a side of bread, 
would resolve this issue. 

Bottom line, as a pet owner, it is your 
responsibility to create a safe environment 
for your pet, young or old. Should you have 
an issue with your pet ingesting a plant, look 
up information on the plant to see if it is 
potentially toxic.

If it is, contact your local vet, emergency vet 
or a poison hotline for animals, such as the 
ASPCA’s Animal Poison Control Center at 
888-426-4435. Note that pet poison hotlines 
probably will charge a consultation fee for 
handling your call.

GARDENER
A S K  A  M A S T E R

P L A N T  T O X I C I T Y  A N D  P E T S

Jodi Larison is a 
UVM Extension 

Master Gardener 
Intern from  

West Dover.

Philodendrons and other houseplants are toxic to puppies, so need to be placed out of reach with a gentle reminder 
not to touch.  PHOTO / JODI LARISON

JODI
 LARISON

BY

I

PLANT  
YOURSELF 

HERE.
Reach readers who 
are interested in all 

things gardening and 
advertise on this page. 

Contact us today.

A D S @ A D D I S O N I N D E P E N D E N T.C O M
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The Middlebury New Filmmakers Festival 
(MNFF) has announced the lineup of films, 
venues and dates for its latest version of the 
statewide Vermont Tour. Four top films from its 
2022 8th Annual Festival will screen in seven 
towns across the state (all outside Addison 
County) on the expanded weekend of March 23-
26 and on April 1. The Tour has this year shifted 
its dates from early February to late March/
early April in hopes of avoiding the extreme 
winter weather which can wreak havoc on the 
exhibition of films.

The four feature documentaries that will screen 
on tour are the award winning “The Automat,” 
the award winning “Pasang: In the Shadow of 
Everest,” the acclaimed Vermont-made “Ruth 
Stone’s Vast Library of the Female Mind” and 
the award winning “The Book Keepers.” “The 
Automat,” directed by Lisa Hurwitz, was the 
popular opening night film at the 8th Annual 
Middlebury New Filmmakers Festival this past 
August and a recipient of the Clio Visualizing 
History Prize for the Advancement of Women 

in Film.  “Pasang: In the Shadow of Everest,” 
directed by Nancy Svendsen, was awarded both 
the AICEF Prize for Cross-Cultural Filmmaking 
and the Clio Visualizing History Prize for the 
Advancement of Women in Film. “Ruth Stone’s 
Vast Library of the Female Mind” is directed 
by heralded Vermont-based filmmaker Nora 
Jacobson, an Honoree for Sustained Excellence 
in Documentary Filmmaking at MNFF8. “The 
Book Keepers,” directed by Phil Wall, was 
awarded Best Documentary Feature and the 
Audience Award at the 2020 Austin Film Festival.  
All four films will be represented by either their 
director or producer on the tour. 

“We look to each year’s Vermont Tour as a 
chance to connect with audiences around the 
state who may not make it to Middlebury in 
August — but who appreciate fine independent 
filmmaking — and the chance to connect 
directly with filmmakers,” said MNFF Artistic 
Director, Jay Craven. “I’m especially pleased 
to team up with leading Vermont filmmaker, 
Nora Jacobson, and to help her fabulous and 

Middlebury New Filmmakers Festival 
announces the 2023 MNFF Vermont Tour

FILM S C R E E N I N G

Thursday, March 23 
Paramount Theatre in Rutland
Screening: Pasang: In the Shadow of 
Everest
Time: 7 p.m. 
Details: Producer Christy McGill 
will attend. Tickets, film trailer and 
information: paramountvt.org/event/
mnff-pasang-in-the-shadow-of-everest.

Friday, March 24
Paramount Theatre in Rutland
Screening: Ruth Stone’s Vast Library of 
the Female Mind
Time: 7 p.m. 
Details: Director Nora Jacobson 
will attend.  Tickets, film trailer and 
information: paramountvt.org/event/
mnff-ruth-stones-vast-library-of-the-
female-mind.

Friday, March 24 
Main Street Landing Performing Arts 
Center in Burlington
Screening: Pasang: In the Shadow of 
Everest
Time: 5:15 p.m. 
Details: Producer Christy McGill 
will attend. Tickets, film trailer and 

information at: vtiff.org/events/mnff-
winter-tour-pasang. Presented and 
hosted by the Vermont International 
Film Festival.

Friday, March 24 
Main Street Landing Performing Arts 
Center in Burlington
Screening: The Automat
Time: 7:15 p.m.
Details: Director Lisa Hurwitz will attend. 
Tickets, film trailer and information at: 
vtiff.org/events/mnff-winter-tour-the-
automat. Presented and hosted by the 
Vermont International Film Festival.

Saturday, March 25
Catamount Arts in St. Johnsbury
Screening: Ruth Stone’s Vast Library of 
the Female Mind
Time: 2 p.m.
Details: Director Nora Jacobson 
will attend. Tickets, film trailer and 
information at: catamountarts.org/
show/details/ruth-stones-vast-library-
of-the-female-mind.

Saturday, March 25 
Playhouse Theatre in Randolph

Screening: The Automat
Time: 2 p.m. 
Details: Director Lisa Hurwitz will 
attend. Ticket information and details: 
playhouseflicks.com/showtimes/mnff-
festival.

Saturday, March 25
Playhouse Theatre in Randolph
Screening: Ruth Stone’s Vast Library of 
the Female Mind
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Details: Director Nora Jacobson will 
attend. Ticket information and details: 
playhouseflicks.com/showtimes/mnff-
festival.

Sunday, March 26
Catamount Arts in St. Johnsbury
Screening: The Automat
Time: 2 p.m. 
Details: Director Lisa Hurwitz will attend. 
Tickets, film trailer and information at: 
catamountarts.org/show/details/the-
automat.

Sunday, March 26
Highland Arts Center in Greensboro
Screening: Ruth Stone’s Vast Library of 

the Female Mind
Time: 2 p.m. 
Details: Director Nora Jacobson 
will attend. Tickets, film trailer and 
information at: highlandartsvt.org/
calendar.

Sunday, March 26
Memorial Hall Cinema and Arts in Dover
Screening: The Automat, followed by 
Pasang: In the Shadow of Everest
Time: 4 p.m. and 5:30 p.m.
Details: Tickets, film trailers and 
information at: memhall.org/special-
event-middlebury-new-filmmakers-
festival-vermont-tour-sunday-march-
26-4-pm.

Saturday, April 1
Woodstock Town Hall Theatre in 
Woodstock
Screening: The Book Keepers, 
Time: 6 p.m.
Details: Director Phil Wall will attend. 
Reception and book signing at 5 p.m. 
Tickets, film trailer and information at: 
pentanglearts.org/event/the-book-
keepers. Presented and hosted by 
Pentangle Arts.

2023 MNFF VERMoNt touR SChEdulE

“RUTH STONE’S VAST LIBRARY OF THE FEMALE MIND”

“PASANG: IN THE SHADOW OF EVEREST“ SEE FILMS ON PAGE 16

“WE looK to EACh YEAR’S 
VERMONT TOUR AS A 
CHANCE TO CONNECT WIth 
AudIENCES ARouNd thE 
StAtE.” 
 — Jay Craven, MNFF Artistic Director
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EQUAL  
HOUSING   
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 as amended 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons receiving 
public assistance, or an intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will not  knowingly 
accept any advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of discrimination, call 
HUD Toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.

Email Christy@addisonindEpEndEnt.Com to find out how.

Add your piece!  Add your piece!  
Be the next sponsor of the puzzle page.

PUZZLEPUZZLE
SOLUTIONS March 16, 2023

ESTATE
REAL
Now is a great time to buy or sell a property!  
Let our real estate section do the work,  
so you can get cozy with a new home this winter.

Give us a call and we’ll help you connect with  
Addison County homebuyers, sellers & professionals.

ads@addisonindependent.com

WALLACE REALTY
48 Mountain Terrace

Bristol, VT 05443
PH 802-453-4670 • FAX 802-453-5898

Visit our websites at:
www.wallacere.com

www.greenbuiltvermont.com

Please call Kelly, Claire, or Tom
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CORNWALL  NEW LISTING!
635 CLARK ROAD
MLS #4943452| $296,000
97.20 ACRES

Just under 100 acres of farmland, 
ready for you to utilize for your 
agricultural needs. The VT Land Trust 
has a conservation easement on this 
property, so no residential dwellings 
can be built on the property. The 
Sellers have installed two coverall 
barns, with power and frost-free 
hydrants at both structures. A 
concrete barnyard and feed alley 
were constructed in 2018, and a 
pond with a pump was also installed. 
Water is piped over the entire 
property and the perimeter is fenced 
with 4-strand high tensile fencing. A 
three-acre training yard is fenced 
with woven wire. Partially drilled well. 
Farming, trails, and recreation, just a 
few miles to downtown Middlebury!

ipjrealestate.com
34 Main Street, downtown Middlebury

info@ipjrealestate.com  |  802.388.4242

CORNWALL  NEW LISTING!
TBD ROUTE 74
MLS #4943451 | MLS #4944452
$150,000  |  125.10 AC

125 acres of open farmland, 
with a conservation easement 
in place with the VT Land Trust. 
34 acres of open, tillable land, 
and a forest management plan 
in place for the wooden section, 
taking advantage of the Current 
Use program for tax purposes. The 
entire perimeter is fenced with a 
4-strand high tensile fence. Woven 
wire fencing is along Route 74. 
The open land was seeded down 
in 2018, and interseeded in 2021. 
Perfect for farming or recreation, 
this land is located just a few 
miles from downtown Middlebury. 
Details about the conservation 
easement and allowable uses 
are attached to the listing!

CORNWALL  NEW LISTING!
TBD ROUTE 74
MLS #4943451 |$150,000  | 125.10 AC

Build your new home just minutes 
to Middlebury & with total privacy! 
This lot is surrounded on three sides 
by Land Trusted property. State 
permitted for a 4 bdrm mound 
system. Views of the surrounding 
valley from the high point. 

here are times I wish I could predict the future. 
I was asked to write about the changes I see 
coming to the real estate market in this area in 
2023. This question makes one wish they had that 
wonderful ability to see the future.

Like most who want to know what to expect with the 
real estate market, I read the national articles about this 
topic. They predict the lowering of real estate prices in 
many areas that have been “hot markets.” This is already 
happening in some parts of the country. Should this be a 
warning sign for our local market?

The local real estate market has experienced a good 
increase in the value of homes in the past two years. 
There has been a very low number of properties for sale 
compared to the number that we were normally on the 
market in previous years. The low inventory has led to 
multiple offers on properties. We are seeing the number of 
offers on an individual property, even a very desirable one, 
decrease this year. If more sellers put their properties on 
the market, I think we will see a decrease in multiple offers, 
which will keep prices from being bid up.

The increase in mortgage rates has not kept most buyers 
out of the market. It has meant they need to look at less 
expensive homes. This will have an impact on the rise 
in prices, but I don’t think it will bring prices down. Many 
buyers have dropped out of a market with bidding wars on 
properties. With many buyers making cash offers, they feel 
they can’t compete if they need to finance their purchase. 
More properties on the market, and less competition will 
make it so they can have hope of being able to purchase a 
new home.

I think our market will remain strong in 2023. I think the 
rate of increase in prices will decrease. I see no indication 
that prices will come down in any significant amount. This 
depends somewhat on the overall economy, which I really 
cannot predict. If you are looking to purchase a new home 
in the next year, it should be a good year to do so, as long 
as the inventory of properties on the market increases.

ADVICE
F R O M  A D D I S O N  C O U N T Y  R E A L  E S T A T E  P R O S

T

The Addison Independent asked seven local real estate professionals for 
advice on understanding the housing market in Addison County. These 

columns will be published weekly here in the Arts+Leisure section. 

How do you expect tHe 
local Real estate maRket 

to cHange in 2023? 

N A N C Y  F O S T E R
C H A M P L A I N  V A L L E Y 

P R O P E R T I E S ,
M I D D L E B U R Y
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Whether you own a home or are looking to buy or sell one,  
here are the latest Good To Know articles for when you’re
ready to take the next step in finding your Forever Home.

Sellers: Don’t Be Surprised by Repairs
Repairs or replacements that the homebuyer requires to be completed 
before closing on the sale of your home can be an unwelcome surprise 
to you, but many problems in the home can’t be seen with the naked 
eye. An inspection gives a rough idea of future expenditures so buyers 
will be aware of the condition, age and likely lifespan of major systems 
and appliances in the home. If there are more problems than the 
buyer can allow, the transaction could be in jeopardy. 

As a contingency in the contract, the buyer has the choice to cancel 
the contract or ask you for repairs or replacements. You’ll either have to 
fix the problems or risk letting your buyer out of the contract. You will 
have to disclose the problems to all future homebuyers.

Your Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices network agent knows that the 
less the buyer finds wrong, the smoother the transaction. Before you 
put your home on the market, hire a licensed home inspector to alert 
you to unknown problems and repair or replace them so the buyer has 
no misgivings. You’ll also be able to ask a higher price for your home 
when it’s in pristine condition.

A recent survey of homebuyers who purchased a home in 2021 and 
2022 found that over 70% had buyer’s remorse - 31% paid over the 
asking price; 36% made offers without seeing the home; and 43% 
made concessions to sellers. If you’re planning to buy a home in 
2023, how can you avoid buyer’s remorse syndrome? Here are three 
suggestions:

Get prepared. Be clear about your wish list and dealbreakers so your 
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices network professional can help you 
search for the right property. Talk to your lender and get pre-approved 
for a loan amount that you can comfortably afford. Be aware of all the 
costs, including taxes, HOA fees, mortgage insurance, etc.

Buy within your means. When you peruse homes online, stay within 
your price range because you’ll need to pay earnest money, a down 
payment, moving costs, utility deposits, unexpected repairs and 
replacements, and more. If you need to consider fixer-uppers, make 
sure your mortgage loan can cover the necessary improvements.

Ask for seller concessions. Sellers in many markets are
lowering their prices, agreeing to fix or replace expensive
appliances or operating systems, paying the buyer’s closing
costs, and other concessions. All you need to do is ask.

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Vermont Realty Group
Marketing Vermont real estate at the highest level!
(802) 388-9836
32 Merchants Row
www.vtregroup.com

TALKING REAL 
ESTATE

HOME IMPROVEMENT, HOMEBUYERS, HOME SELLERS

How to Avoid Homebuyer’s Remorse

TRANSACTION ADVICE, MARKET CONDITIONS

FILMS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

MUSIC
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

After completing her BFA in 
Musical Theatre from Ithaca 
College, Weigand toured nationally 
with a Children’s Theatre Company 
and worked on stage and off as a 
performer, pit musician, and music 
director in New York. Since moving 
to Vermont, she has appeared 
as a vocalist, pianist, and music 
director for various organizations 
including TURNmusic, the Vermont 
Philharmonic, Stowe Theatre 
Guild, Lyric Theatre, Music-COMP, 
Apex Ensemble, the Green 
Mountain Mahler Festival, The 
Saturn People’s Sound Collective, 
Burlington Civic Symphony 
Orchestra, the Green Mountain 
Opera Festival, and more. 
Weigand’s work as a studio vocalist 
can also be heard on a number 
of albums released through Lane 
Gibson studios and Lovetown 
Recording. She now enjoys living in 
central Vermont with her husband 

and theater partner-in-crime, along 
with their two children (plus their 
dogs, cat, and chickens, of course).

Weigand will also be featured 
in a rendition of Rachmaninoff’s 
Vocalise No. 14.

The orchestra will also perform 
Copland’s Fanfare for a Common 
Man, Beethoven’s Egmont 
Overture, Grieg’s Symphonic 
Dances, and an arrangement by 
Calvin Custer of Duke Ellington hits.

Tickets are $15 for general 
admission, $10 for seniors (60+), 
and $5 for students (plus fees). 
Tickets are available for purchase 
in advance or at the door for both 
performances. Call the Town Hall 
Theater box office at 802-382-9222 
Monday-Saturday, 12-5 p.m., or visit 
townhalltheater.org. 

The Champlain Philharmonic 
is a community orchestra that 
performs regularly in the Addison 
and Rutland regions of Vermont. 
This is their 19th performance 
season. For more information 
about the Champlain Philharmonic 
visit champlainphilharmonic.org.

important film about poet Ruth 
Stone reach the audience it 
deserves. I also grew up around 
Philadelphia so “The Automat” 
takes me back to many wonderful 
moments I had there as a kid.”

“The MNFF Vermont Tour 
is a signature event of the 
Middlebury New Filmmakers 
Festival and represents an ongoing 
commitment to our home state,” noted Lloyd Komesar, MNFF Producer. 
“Our objective is to bring the very best feature films from our annual Festival 
to a wide variety of towns and venues throughout Vermont. And, this year, 
with four outstanding documentary films being screened, and multiple 
appearances by each film’s director or producer, MNFF again demonstrates 
its unshakeable commitment to promoting the vibrant new voices of 
independent filmmaking. We deeply appreciate our terrific partner venues 
for their willingness to host the screenings. And we hope that audiences will 
come out to see these fine films and support their local venue operators 
who are working hard to keep independent film alive in Vermont.”

For more information on all the 2023 MNFF Vermont Tour screenings, visit 
middfilmfest.org/vermont-tour-2023.

“THE AUTOMAT”
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