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Tough loss
Visiting Nichols held on to oust 
the Panther men from the NCAA 
D-III tournament. See Page 1B.

She’s going
The school board decided that an 
MUHS teacher gets a sabbatical 
to Morocco. See Page 2A.

4 new members to join ACSD board Residents show strong 
backing for their schools

Vergennes picks
three councilors, 
school directors

Middlebury OKs spending, water tank

1 incumbent also wins another term

Town to buy Maverick gas station

Mount Abe 
board seeks 
members 
School directors will 
work to fill four seats 

(See Vergennes, Page 19A)(See Middlebury, Page 19A)

(See MAUSD, Page 10A)

(See ACSD, Page 10A)

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — Vergennes voters on 

Tuesday decided two contested races for major 
city offices, while also confirming that Chris 
Bearor will be the city’s new mayor. Bearor, 
a Vergennes-Panton Water District Board co-
chair and city lister, received 367 votes without 
opposition to replace Matt Chabot, who had 
chosen not to run again.

Also choosing not to run again was Vergennes 
Councilor Mel Hawley, the former longtime city 
manager, a decision that helped create a four-
way competition for three seats on the Vergennes 
City Council. 

Multi-term incumbents Ian Huizenga and Sue 
Rakowski sought to keep their positions on the 

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY —Middlebury’s first in-person town meeting 

in three years drew roughly 100 residents on Monday. Those 
present agreeably dispatched all the business on their warning 
— including an almost $13 million fiscal year 2024 
budget for Addison County’s shire town of 9,100 
residents.

On Tuesday, voters went to the polls to help 
elect five new Addison Central School District 
board members and convincingly back a new, $3.5 
million municipal water holding tank, as well as a 
town charter change that will allow the community 
to appoint — instead of elect — the town treasurer.

Whether it was a non-controversial warning or 
the omnipresent threat of COVID-19 contagion in 
large gatherings, there were a lot of empty seats 
in the Middlebury Union High School auditorium when Town 
Moderator Susan Shashok gaveled the 2023 town meeting to 
order.

But Monday’s proceedings represented another symbolic 
stride toward “normalcy” amid a pandemic that’s disrupted 
billions of lives in the past three years.

“It’s very exciting to be here,” Shashok said with a smile.
The meeting’s marquee item was a proposed municipal 

spending plan of $12,921,448, of which $8,553,380 is to be 
raised by taxes. The budget — covering town government, 
public works, police, recreation and a variety of other non-
school services — represents a 4.5-cent (or 5.2%) increase in the 

current municipal property tax rate of 82.36 cents 
per $100 in property value.

Middlebury Town Manager Kathleen Ramsay 
identified increases in wages ($326,500), employee 
benefits ($179,100), equipment maintenance 
($49,00) and equipment purchases ($21,400) as 
major contributors to the FY’24 budget bottom line.

“The proposed budget reflects both inflationary 
pressures and the town’s continued commitment 
to a robust capital improvement plan and an 
efficient vehicle and equipment maintenance and 
replacement plan, while preserving the current level 

of town services,” she said.
LOCAL OPTION TAX

As has been the case during the past several years, local 
officials dipped into the community’s local option tax (LOT) 
reserve fund to soften the property tax impact. It was 15 years 

Town meeting 
attendees 
on Monday 
approved 
all three 
projects by 
overwhelming 
voice votes.

By ANDY KIRKALDY
ADDISON COUNTY — 

Addison County residents 
showed strong support for 
education on Tuesday, when 
all local school budgets passed, 
four out of five by large margins. 

Voter approval for budgets 
proposed by Addison Central, 

Mount Abraham Unified and 
Addison Northwest school 
districts boards ranged from 63% 
to 80% in March 7 Australian 
balloting. 

And 75% of area residents who 
cast ballots backed a significant 
increase in Patricia Hannaford 
(See School budgets, Page 18A)

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Addison 

Central School District voters on 
Tuesday filled five seats on the 
ACSD’s 13-member governing 
board, with four of those spots 
decided in hotly contested elections.

The combined electorate of 
ACSD member towns Bridport, 
Cornwall, Middlebury, Ripton, 

Salisbury, Shoreham and Weybridge 
cast votes in the election. 

Among the winners were Ellen 
Whelan-Wuest, who emerged from 
a three-person field to earn the final 
year on the term of former Cornwall 
ACSD representative Peter Conlon, 
who resigned in January. Whelan-
Wuest, with 1,143 tallies, was the 
top among the Cornwall candidates 

in at-large voting; Chris Kramer 
got 589 votes, followed by Jeffrey 
Taylor with 392.

ACSD voters also picked Tricia 
Allen and Jason Chance to fill 
two, three-year terms representing 
Middlebury on the school board. 
Allen topped the field with 1,288 
tallies, and Chance also made the 
cut with 1,108. Laura Harthman 
(521votes) and Ron Makleff (650) 
finished out of the running.

Allen and Chance will succeed 
incumbents Mary Gill and Victoria 
Jette, both of whom passed on re-
election.

And in a two-person race for 
Bridport’s lone seat on the ACSD 
board, incumbent Suzanne Buck 
won a new three-year term with 
1,207 tallies, while Hildie Stone got 
816 votes.

Meanwhile, Ellie Romp was 

By MARIN HOWELL 
BRISTOL — The Mount 

Abraham Unified School District 
board will work with its member 
communities to fill four vacancies 
on the panel that failed to draw 
candidates — or enough write-in 
votes — to be filled on Town 
Meeting Day.

A total of six MAUSD board seats 
were up for grabs on Tuesday. Upon 
reconvening later this month, the 
MAUSD board will work to appoint 
residents in Bristol, Monkton and 
New Haven to fill the open seats 
for a one-year-term. There are two 
open seats in Monkton, and Bristol 
and New Haven each have one seat 
to fill. 

Typically, the MAUSD board and 
the respective town’s selectboard 
work together to identify and 
appoint a resident to fill a school 
board vacancy. MAUSD Vice Chair 
Krista Siringo said board members 

Believe it or not, it is time to 
change your clocks this weekend. 
Spring forward for Daylight 
Savings Time this Sunday morning 

at 1 a.m. Or, to make 
it easy on yourself, 
just turn your old 
clocks ahead one 
hour before you 
go to bed Saturday 

night (most newer 
electronic clocks somehow seem 
to know when standard time ends).

The Five Town Friends of 
the Arts (5TFA) is seeking 
applicants for its spring round 
of grants. These grants help 
fund activities and events in 
the fine arts, performing arts, 
history or other cultural events 
that enrich the lives of people 
in Bristol, Lincoln, Monkton, 
New Haven and Starksboro. A 

Let’s meet
FOLKS AROUND ADDISON County appeared to be excited to return to in-person 

town meetings this week after a couple years when COVID curtailed such gatherings. 
Clockwise from above, Alice Eckles poses a question during Monday’s Middlebury 
town meeting; brothers Jason and Darren Kerr raise their green cards during voting 
at Shoreham’s Monday evening meeting; Richard and Marion Paquette consult 
the Shoreham town report in the school gymnasium; and Jeff Schumann shares 
a chuckle at Salisbury’s town meeting on Saturday. See town-by-town reports on 
Pages 11A-18A.

Independent photos/Steve James, John Flowers and John S. McCright
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Lydia Terrier is turning 80!
Help celebrate her special day by mailing a card to:

248 Windy Knoll
Leicester, VT 05733

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 

Union High School French teacher 
Michelle Steele this fall will be 
able to take a Fulbright-related 
sabbatical in Morocco after all. 

That comes thanks to a recent, 
unanimous vote by the Addison 
Central School District Board 
to cut through language in the 
current teachers’ contract that 
had prompted ACSD officials to 
initially deny her request.

“I am thrilled by the board’s 
decision to vote on and approve 
my sabbatical request,” Steele said 
of the action the panel took on 
March 1.

“I am so grateful for the 
opportunity to represent ACSD 
on an international stage, I 
cannot wait to bring back all of 
my findings and share them with 
ACSD students, teachers and 
community,” she added.

The Independent reported this 
past September that Steele would 
head to Rabat, Morocco, this 
fall to study that North African 
nation’s educational programming 
and complete a research project 
that could pay big dividends for 
MUHS students. Her trip was 
offered as part of being named 
one of 20 Fulbright Distinguished 
Teachers for 2022-2023.

Steele has been busy laying the 
groundwork for her Moroccan trip, 
including making the requisite 
request for a paid sabbatical from 
her MUHS job teaching French 
1, 2 and 3, as well as IB Diploma 
French for grades 11 and 12.

But what Steele believed 
would be a relatively easy ask 
proved anything but. In short, 

contradictory language in the 
ACSD teachers’ contract left the 
fate of her sabbatical request in the 
hands of district administrators, 
and Superintendent Peter Burrows 
late last year opted against her 
request for a sabbatical that would 

come with pay and benefits. 
Burrows at the time pointed 

to the vagaries in the current 
teachers’ pact that he said would 
make it hard to award sabbaticals 
equitably.

The Independent on Jan. 5 
reported his decision to deny 
Steele’s paid-sabbatical request 
based on the fact that such an 
request hadn’t been made recently 
— or perhaps ever — and because 
the current contract places no cap 
on annual sabbatical requests.

“It’s not about ‘Is the leave 
meaningful,’” Burrows said at the 
time. “If we grant one this year, 

are we granting two or three next 
year? There’s no current process.”

Steele was instead offered an 
unpaid leave of absence, but such 
a scenario would have resulted in 
a financial burden and her loss of 
family health insurance during her 
absence.

The Fulbright award includes 
funding for international travel 
expenses and living expenses, and 
health insurance for Steele as an 
individual. But it doesn’t include 
any medical insurance for her four 
dependents, nor any compensation 
for salary or missed pay. 

Steele argued her case before the 
ACSD board, and others rallied in 
her support.

And the effort paid off. On 
March 1, the ACSD board 
unanimously agreed to green-light 
her sabbatical. A key factor in the 
board’s decision was a new “side 
letter of agreement” to the Addison 
Central Educators Association 
teachers’ contract endorsing 
Steele’s request pending the 
reworking of sabbatical language 
in the next collective bargaining 
agreement. The current pact is due 
to expire next summer.

Outgoing ACSD board Chair 
Victoria Jette offered the following 
statement on the matter: “The 
Fulbright that she has been awarded 
is a testament to her caliber as an 
educator. The board was happy 
to support Michelle’s work in 
part because of her intention to 
use the experience to enhance the 
curriculum and learning of her 
students at MUHS.”

Steele thanked those who helped 
her plead her case.

“While this process has been 

a bit of a roller coaster, I have 
been consistently overwhelmed 
and humbled by the fervent 
support of our community and 
my colleagues,” Steele said in an 
email to the Independent. “I would 
like to thank all of the community 
members who wrote letters and 
spoke out about this issue. The 
letters and words of support 
have meant so much to me, but 
more importantly speak volumes 
about this amazing community, 
the way we value education, and 
our collective dedication to the 
students of this district.”

She’s confident the next 
teachers’ contract will pave 
the way for others to enjoy the 
benefits of extended professional 
development opportunities.

“Fighting for this sabbatical was 
always about more than just this 
one opportunity,” she said. “As 
I mentioned in my statement to 
the board, I felt strongly that this 
language in our contract was there 
for a reason and should be honored. 
The district should either honor 
the language stated in the contract 
or change the contract. This 
sabbatical benefit is something that 
draws teachers to ACSD, and yet 
it had almost never been utilized, 
not in about 20 years. This benefit 
also greatly benefits students, as it 
allows teachers to pursue research 
opportunities that will benefit the 
whole district. It was important to 
me to bring attention to this issue 
and hopefully pave the way for a 
clearer process for colleagues in 
the future.”

John Flowers is at johnf@
addisonindependent.com.

MICHELLE STEELE

MUHS teacher to get Morocco sabbatical after all

Big Birthday
THE PROJECT 

INDEPENDENCE senior 
daycare facility has helped 
its clients celebrate 
some landmark birthdays 
throughout the years, and 
Wednesday, March 1, was one 
for the books. On that day, 
Middlebury’s Priscilla Tully 
observed her 103rd birthday 
with other PI enthusiasts 
at the program’s spacious 
Exchange Street facility 
in Middlebury. Festivities 
included a photo slide show 
of Priscilla as a little girl and, 
of course, cake. Tully spent 
most of her life in Dedham, 
Mass., prior to transplanting 
to Middlebury. She said 
she’s always eaten what 
she’s wanted, and during her 
younger years was an avid 
walker, golfer, reader, violinist 
and quilter. The secret to her 
longevity? “Be happy,” she 
said.

Photo courtesy Ron Hallman

CORRECTION: Among all the little details we strived to check in 
this past Thursday’s Ways of Seeing column, which ran on Page 4A under 
the headline “Sugaring a sweet learning option,” we got one critical detail 
wrong — the writer’s name. The author of this wonderful column was 
Andrea Murnane. We apologize for the mistake. 

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — The fifth annual 

Bixby Free Memorial Library Lego 
Contest once again drew a large field 
of contestants and then a big crowd 
to the city landmark to celebrate 
the presentation of their creations 
and hear the announcement of the 
winners on Feb. 25. 

Organizers welcomed 44 entrants 
from around Addison County — and 
New York — in seven categories, 
while the event’s finale drew about 
100 friends and family members to 
the Bixby that Saturday for an event 
cosponsored by the library and 
the Boys & Girls Club of Greater 
Vergennes. 

Boys & Girls Club 
Communications & Grant 
Coordinator Chris Reck said an 
Addison County Solid Waste 
Management District Clothing 
Repair Fair being held on the 
library’s second story made the 
Lego creations even more popular 
than usual — most attendees of that 
event stopped to check out the Lego 
creations, too.

“It was fantastic. I would say 
there were at least 100 people who 
came to view (the Lego event), 
and the library was jamming,” 
Reck said. “There were just people 
everywhere.”

Library Director Catharine 
Findiesen Hays was particularly 
pleased with the turnout, how the 
participants enjoyed each other’s 
creations, and the interest among 
families. 

“We had people waiting at 
the door before 10 o’clock, 
grandparents and parents,” Hays 
said. “It’s so intergenerational.”

She believes it’s becoming a 
fixture on the area’s annual calendar.

“It was great. It was as good as 
ever. I think everyone was excited 
for it to be the fifth annual,” Hays 
said. “It’s so important to create 
traditions for these sorts of things. 
Because kids remember it. They 
grow up and they come back. And 
they remember doing it last year.”

The contest offered seven 
categories for individuals and 
teams from grades 3 to adult. 
Bixby Children’s Librarian Mary 
Neffinger said for this contest the 

judging was different and more 
formal. 

“This year we moved to blinded 
judging using a rubric, which the 
entrants were able to take home 
to see comments and how they 
scored,” Neffinger said.

The judges — Vergennes 
architect Adam Ginsburg, Otter 
Creek Engineering Senior Project 
Engineer Robert Clark, and 
Vergennes Partnership Marketing 
& Development Coordinator Julie 
Basol — were given specific criteria 
with which to rate the entries. 

Judges could award 5, 10, 15 or 
20 points in each of five categories: 
Presentation, Originality, 
Complexity by Space, Use of Color, 
and Narrative.

Hays said the change seemed to 
work well, noting the creators also 
knew in advance how their efforts 
would be evaluated.

“I think we felt better about it 
being more objective, and that 
everyone was using the same 
criteria,” Hays said. “They knew 
how they were going to be judged. 
What we agreed was that if they 
wanted to use that to make their 
creations they could, but it didn’t 
mean they had to, and they could 
still let their imaginations run 
wild.”

Winners received, of course, 
Lego kits as prizes. Prizes 
were donated by Roundtree 
Construction, a firm that the Boys 
& Girls Club recruited to the cause. 

The winners were: 
• Grades K-2: Theodore Packard 

of Panton with “Dreamhouse” 
• Grades 3-5: Elias Urang of 

Middlebury with “Skull Rock 
Tower” 

• Grades 6-8: Ella Apuzzo-Kidder 
of Vergennes with “Lake Pine 
Summer Camp” 

• Grades 9-12: Sofia Lemarche 
of Putnam Station, N.Y., with “The 
Wacky Apartment Building” 

• Mixed Grades: David and 
Caroline Larocque of East 
Middlebury with “Zapville” 

• Adult: Bryan Sawyer of 
Vergennes with “Legohenge” 

• Adult & Child: Henry Cadoret 
& Lindsey Hescock of Middlebury 
with “Fun in the Sun.” 

ELIAS URANG OF Middlebury is happy after winning the Grades 3-5 
category in the Bixby Library-Boys & Girls Club of Greater Vergennes 
Lego Contest.

Photo courtesy of the Boys & Girls Club of Greater Vergennes

Lego contest draws crowd
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Addison County’s Hometown Dealer

36 Boardman St., 
Middlebury VT 05753

802-388-6718
gstonemotors.com

2149 Rt 7 South, 
Middlebury VT 05753
802-388-9961
stonecdjr.com

By MARIN HOWELL 
LINCOLN — Parking spaces 

at and around Lincoln’s Burnham 
Hall on Monday evening were 
about as full as the warning for that 
evening’s annual town meeting, 
held in person for the first time in 
three years. Around 60 Lincoln 
residents turned out to vote on 
town spending proposals for the 
upcoming fiscal year, hear updates 
from the Lincoln School District 
and Lincoln Cooperative Preschool, 
and discuss other matters. 

Not included on the warning 
but plentiful at Monday’s meeting 
were the hugs, handshakes and 
warm greetings exchanged between 
residents as they found their seats. 
Such pleasantries exemplified a 
word that was scattered throughout 
Lincoln’s town report — 
“community.” 

“We picked the theme 
‘community’ for our town report 
this year, and I just started thinking 
about how grateful I am for all the 
people who contribute to making 
our town government run,” Town 
Clerk Sally Ober said at the March 
6 meeting. 

Town officials were also thankful 
for the community members 
who’ve chosen to make Lincoln 
their home. Town Moderator 
Todd Goodyear acknowledged the 
longtime residents in attendance, 
some of whom have been attending 
town meetings in Lincoln for more 
than five decades. 

Newcomers were also extended 
a sweet welcome at Monday’s 
meeting. Goodyear doled out 
bottles of maple syrup to the 
residents attending their first annual 
gathering in Lincoln, including 
Selectman Alan Schmidt. 

“Thank you for being here,” 
Goodyear told the crowd. “Thank 
you for allowing me to start off the 
meeting as a celebration of being 
together, and of being all together 
in the same room and not over a 
computer screen.” 

As the meeting kicked off, 
selectboard members presented 
briefly on the proposed highway 
and general fund spending plans. 
Voters considered a general fund 
budget of $450,732 and $1,137604 
in highway spending for the 
upcoming fiscal year. The general 
fund budget saw a surprising 
decrease in spending of $45,693, 
or 9.2%, while the highway fund 

represented an increase of 6.4%.
While general fund spending was 

down overall, Selectman Oakley 
Smith told residents the most 
significant increase was a proposed 
$35,000 for legal fees as Lincoln’s 
committees tackle more complex 
issues.  

Such legal fees could include 
training for the town’s new 
Development Review Board and 
general document review. 

“As town issues continue to get 
more complex, the need for legal 
services will potentially grow in the 
years ahead,” Smith explained. “It’s 
one of these things we can’t really 
plan for that well other than to say 
we need more money in the budget 
for legal services than we’ve ever 
had before. I wish there was a way 
around that, but I can’t see one.”  

Other notable increases in general 
fund spending for FY24 include:  

• $23,000 to go toward the salary 
of a town administrator, a position 
the selectboard is hoping to create 
and fill in the upcoming year. 

• $3,000 for Lincoln’s dog 
warden, specifically to fund the 
creation of a fence on the warden’s 
property that would be used to 
manage vicious dogs. 

Drivers of the FY24 highway 
budget include the salary for an 
additional full-time highway 
department employee the town 
hopes to hire, as well as an increase 
in the cost of supplies like salt and 
heating fuel for the town garage.  

After some discussion, voters 
at the meeting approved both the 
highway and general fund budgets 
by voice vote.
MOMENT OF SHARING 

It was at this point in the meeting 
that the warning called for a recess 
to start the Lincoln School District 
meeting. However, the school 
district will instead hold its annual 
meeting on April 11, during which 
residents will vote on its FY24 
budget and elect school board 
members. 

At Monday’s meeting, Lincoln 
School Board member Mary 
Gemignani said the board decided 
to hold the annual meeting in April 
in order to provide Lincoln residents 
with more accurate information. 
She also expressed gratitude 
for the community’s continued 
support as the independent Lincoln 
School District works to become 
operational later this year. 

“We’ve been praising our town 
all night and I just want to add to 
that, you are amazing,” Gemignani 
said. 

Residents also heard updates from 
the Lincoln Cooperative Preschool 
and from selectboard member Bay 
Jackson on the progress of deciding 
how to use Lincoln’s $371,054 in 
American Rescue Plan Act funding. 

Jackson noted that the town has 
received a number of suggestions 
for how to use its ARPA funding, 
both from local organizations 
and through surveys conducted 
with Lincoln residents. Some of 
the proposed projects include 
purchasing a stand-alone generator 
for the Lincoln Volunteer 
Fire Department and building 
improvements and accessibility 
updates to Burnham Hall. 

The selectboard is still 
determining which projects to fund 
with ARPA money and welcomes 
community members’ suggestions. 

“If you’re interested in 
participating in the distribution of 
ARPA funds, please let us know,” 
Jackson told the crowd. “We’re 
still psyched to get community 
involvement in this process, but we 
are moving forward with it.” 

LAW ENFORCEMENT
Upon resumption of the annual 

town meeting and brief discussion, 
residents agreed to authorize the 
deposit of $175,000 into Lincoln’s 
Paving Reserve Fund, the same 
amount as this year, in anticipation 
of future paving needs. It was a 
return to business as usual until 
the reading of Article 8, which 
asked residents if the town should 
spend $10,000 for contracted 
law enforcement services. That 
proposal proved controversial. 

Selectboard Chair Bill Finger 
explained that the purpose of such 
services would be to help mitigate 
speeding on Lincoln roads. 

“It’s a dangerous situation and I 
think the presence periodically of 
a police car helps to remind people 
that they should be obeying the 
speed limit,” he said. “There are 
people that never pay attention to 
any speed limit or any cop there 
is. Those people aren’t going to go 
away, but I think it could make a 
real tempering effect on the speed.” 

Spirited discussion around the 
article ensued, with some Lincoln 
residents expressing support for the 
proposal and others calling for the 

Lincoln residents talk challenges, celebrate community at annual meeting 
money to go toward other methods 
of encouraging drivers to obey the 
speed limit. 

“I really like the flashing (radar) 
signs. When I’ve talked to people, 
I’ve found they have a real effect 
on people,” Mark Mulqueen said. 
“I would rather spend the $10,000 
in that direction.” 

Other residents shared their 
opposition to the proposal, some 
referencing the potential for 
negative interactions between law 
enforcement officers and citizens. 

“Nationwide, I believe people are 
trying to move away from opening 
themselves up to that kind of (traffic 
stop) interaction, and I don’t think 
that we should be trying to restart 
that possibility,” Kudd Rood said. 

After much discussion and an 
unsuccessful request to vote on the 
matter by paper ballot, the article 
was defeated by a voice vote. 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

As the annual town meeting 
ended, community members 
discussed how to encourage a larger 
turnout at future meetings. The 
approximately 70 Lincoln residents 
in attendance at Monday’s meeting 
represented less than a tenth of the 
town’s population. 

The possibility of starting the 
annual meeting later in the evening 
or moving it to a weekend was 
discussed, with residents voicing 
an interest in such a change. 

Other community members 
took the opportunity to express 
gratitude for the newer residents 
in attendance at Monday’s meeting 
and their commitment to civic 
engagement. 

“I want to reiterate that the new 
folks that are in town have really 
stepped up,” Christie Sumner said. 
“They’re coming on our boards and 
they’re helping out because that’s 
what they see as their responsibility 

to this town. So, thank you all.” 
Jackson added that community 

members are also encouraged to 
come to the selectboard with their 
ideas for new ways of serving 
Lincoln.  

“If there are ideas that you have 
that you’re passionate about and 
there’s not a board that exists 
or there’s not a place for you to 
implement your skills or your 
interests, just bring it forward,” 
she said. “There’s so much room, 
there’s so much that can happen, 
and this is a very motivated and 
supportive community. So, bring it 
forward.” 

On Town Meeting Day, Lincoln 
residents elected their town officials 
and weighed in on the Patricia A. 
Hannaford Career Center budget. 
For results from Australian Ballot 
voting, see Lincoln’s Town Meeting 
Day results capsule. 

LINCOLN TOWN MODERATOR Todd Goodyear (right) keeps order at Monday’s annual town meeting at 
Burnham Hall. Town Clerk Sally Ober joined him on stage and took minutes during the meeting. 

Independent photo/Marin Howell 
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Haven family 
give their thanks

Discovering the ‘Light’ with Yoga

A pilgrimage of civic duty

(See Chodkowski letter, Page 5A)(See Hicky letter, Page 5A)

(See Ways of Seeing, Page 5A)

By Joanna
Colwell

Ways of
Seeing

I have been teaching yoga for thirty years, and my 
favorite part is yoga philosophy. Most people show up 
to yoga class for gentle movement, deep breathing, 
and stress reduction, but if they come to my classes 
they get yoga philosophy too. Yoga, when it’s taught 
well, reminds us who we are at the deepest level. Our 
appearance, our job, our likes and dislikes, even our 
personality, are all closer to the surface. But who are 
we deep inside? Yoga philosophy says that we are 
Light.

I am capitalizing “Light” to 
distinguish this inner, unchanging 
luminosity from more ordinary 
kinds of light, like flashlights and 
candles. Yoga practice is a way to 
remove the obstacles that get in the 
way of our ability to perceive this 
Light that lives inside of us. What 
kinds of obstacles? There are so 
many! On the physical level, we often hold tension 
in various parts of our body without even realizing it. 
One of the things we do in yoga class, over and over, is 
scan through the body, looking for tension and seeing 
if it’s possible to release it. It’s not always possible! 
Sometimes we hold tension in a certain area because 
this helps us to feel safe or protected. 

The body holds our history, and trauma and pain 
can be passed down from our ancestors. Our early 
experiences affect our physical and mental health 
throughout our lifetime, but trauma release, healing 
and freedom are available. In bringing gentle attention 
to the body, we might notice some tension that we can 
let go of, and that is a beautiful thing! Over time, we 
can become more adept at recognizing tension, and 
seeing if we can let it go.

Although we often talk about the physical, mental, 
emotional, and spiritual realms as if they are separate 
areas, they really overlap and blend into each other 
all the time. Or, as yoga genius B.K.S. Iyengar said, 
“Who can say where the body ends and the mind 
begins? Who can say where the mind ends and the soul 
begins? These are different layers of consciousness 
that interpenetrate each other.” 

In yoga, we start with what is more obvious, and 
move toward what is more subtle. 
We often start with working the 
body, standing up tall, pressing 
the heels down, straightening the 
limbs fully, and practicing all 
kinds of standing, seated, and even 
upside-down postures. This gets 
us breathing deeply and practicing 
concentration. We bring our 
attention as fully as possible into 

the present moment and into our own experience. This 
kind of attention to the way we are holding our body, 
and the way we are breathing, is definitely preventative 
healthcare, right up there with getting a flu shot, having 
an annual physical exam, and eating our leafy green 
veggies.

Sometimes holding a yoga posture is a lot of work. 
A skillful teacher will remind students to continually 
soften their jaw and relax their facial muscles while 
they are practicing, so as to release unnecessary 
physical tension. Somehow, softening our jaw 
repeatedly, while practicing an array of yoga postures, 
has a profound effect on our mental health. It’s not a 
substitute for other kinds of mental healthcare, but it 
sure helps keep us grounded and calm. Even when life 

Single mom explains need for Family Leave Act

This is in regards to your 
article about the Haven portraits. 
We are descendants of Franklin 
and Eliza (Strong) Haven and 
were delighted to see the article 
regarding Susan Ferland’s grant 
for saving these beautiful portraits. 
Susan had been in touch, and we 
were happy to be able to give her 
some information to add to her 
research. How wonderful that 
someone would take such time 
and interest to pursue a grant in 
the name of local history. Thank 
goodness those portraits were 
noticed in the antique shop; they 
look to be in beautiful condition.

Although the article was about 
Franklin and his wife, Eliza, and 
his store in the old Haven Block, 
(as it used to be known before it 
burned), we thought your viewers 
might want to know, and some 
will remember, that Kittredge 
Haven, our father, and great-
grandson to Franklin Haven, had 
an insurance business, The Haven 
Ins. Agency, for 30-plus years just 
down from Franklin’s store. Yet 
another generation of the Haven 
family carrying on with a business 
on Main Street, Vergennes.

We look forward to seeing 
those beautiful Haven portraits at 
the Bixby Memorial Library. We 
see a certain amount of family 
resemblance with both portraits 
— so fascinating. Some of us in 
the family have a few artifacts 
handed down to us that came from 
Franklin’s store, and will donate 
them to the Vergennes Historical 
Society, to be added to this 
particular collection at some point.

Thanks again to Susan Ferland 
and the supporters of the grant 
for helping to preserve important 
local history.

Sue Haven Tester of Barton
Betsy (Haven) Grant of 

Addison
Robert Haven of Charlotte

Charles Haven of Salem, 
Mass.

‘Unaffordable’ 
act shortsighted

I am a working-class mother of 
a 9-year-old child here in Ripton, 
Vt. This last year I struggled 
with a severe medical condition 
that required intensive ongoing 
treatment. I was instructed to 
apply for leave under the Family 
Medical Leave Act so my job 
would be protected while I 
was receiving my treatment. 
I currently work fulltime at a 
nonprofit reproductive healthcare 
organization as a healthcare 
worker, providing essential and 
high-quality care to Vermont, 
New Hampshire and Maine. My 
income is not considered a livable 
wage in Vermont as an adult with 
one dependent living in Addison 
County.

In order for me to have received 
any payment during my time off, 
I also was required to apply for 
short-term disability. My income 
does not cover my living expenses; 
I receive constant financial 
backing from my mother, which 
I am forever grateful to have 
access to that kind of support. I 

live paycheck to paycheck as is. 
Getting a short-term disability 
check would not even cover half 
of my expenses. Needless to say, I 
ended up working throughout my 
treatment process, and sometimes 
worked instead of attending 
treatment, simply because I had 
to. I was going to still need to 
pay for rent, electricity, heat, 
internet, a phone, food, water, 
gasoline, insurance, car payment, 
etc. Having a medical crisis and 
needing ongoing treatment was not 
going to eliminate that reality.

When it became clear that I 
needed medical intervention, the 
Human Resources department at 
my job sent me 35 pages worth of 
information to review, regarding 
the FMLA and short-term 
disability, and 10 pages worth of 
forms I needed to fill out or send 
to my doctors and treatment team 
to fill out and send back. This 
needed to be completed within 
two weeks of my leave or I could 
face termination for an excess 
of absences. This was a lot for 

me to do considering I was now 
unexpectedly battling an illness. 
I was exhausted and discouraged. 
My place and contribution 
as a healthcare worker was 
undervalued by the bureaucratic 
hoops I was required to jump 
through and the lack of support 
I received as a resident and 
employee in need. Unfortunately, 
this was not a new realization. I 
expected to face many barriers to 
get an insufficient wage that would 
not allot me the proper time to heal 
and restore my health.

Vermont is increasingly 
becoming utterly unsustainable 
for a low-income, single, working 
parent such as myself to provide 
a quality life for their family. The 
addition of a medical condition 
into this already precarious 
situation creates a cascade of 
financial hardships that compound 
quickly. I am wholeheartedly in 
support and advocating for a state-
funded Paid Family Medical Leave 
(PFML) program that ensures 

Bill S.5 the “Unaffordable Heat 
Act” is an insidious way for the 
Legislature to force us to use 
green power, i.e. by making other 
forms of energy too expensive.

This is poor planning on the part 
of people who think they can tell 
the future and so want to move us 
into green power immediately. The 
best laid plans — if only the rest 
of the world could be relied upon 
to follow suit. But it won’t. And 
that’s why we must be prepared 
for alternative scenarios.

Currently our electric power 
grids are so vulnerable it’s 
pathetic. Whether it’s the U.S. 
Congress or State legislators 
around the country — they’ve 
been talking about how vulnerable 
the grids are for years but that’s 
all — talk, talk, talk — all the 
while making it more necessary 
to import solar panels from China 
and having to repair modern 
windmills sooner than planned to 
generate the electricity needed to 
run the grids.

But what about the 
vulnerability? Consider these:

1. A slug can fry a power line 
but more likely a squirrel. And 
birds. Also rats, raccoons, snakes 
and insects. This is known by 
most of us.

2. Updated: Feb 6, 2023, 
BALTIMORE (AP) — A 
Maryland woman spent months 
conspiring with a neo-Nazi leader 
based in Florida to plan an attack 
on Baltimore’s power grid ... 
There have been semi-successful 
home-grown attacks on grid 
systems throughout the country 
crippling local communities for 
an inconvenient time. Luckily 
natural gas generators still exist 
and are able to provide emergency 
power for little things like hospital 
operating rooms.

3. An attack from an aggressive 
foreign country could happen. As 
far back as 2014, CNN reported 
— China and “probably one or 
two other” countries have the 
capacity to shut down the nation’s 
power grid and other critical 
infrastructure through a cyber 
attack …

If we go all-electric — any 

Special connection
JAIME McCALLUM TURNS away from the action of the Weybridge town meeting Monday evening 

in the Weybridge Elementary gym to share a moment with his daughter Tessa, who pauses her own 
note-taking to connect with her dad.

Independent photo/Megan James

In the wake of this year’s Town Meeting, we scan the landscape 
and see satisfactory outcomes. School and town budgets were largely 
passed despite larger than normal increases. Local decisions were made 
thoughtfully, and most were progressive — making life better for the 
greater good. With many Town Meetings held in-person for the first time 
in three years, the mood was more upbeat and celebratory. Tough issues 
were discussed, but hugs and handshakes were also exchanged.

All’s not peachy, of course. 
Town Meeting still draws a meager percentage of town voters to decide 

town and school business. Hybrid models that incorporate informational 
meetings one day, with some votes on the floor, and Australian balloting 
the next attempt to increase voter participation, but often fall short on both 
accounts.

No model works as well as our ideal: 60-plus percent voter participation 
along with a vibrant discussion of the issues, and time spent sharing 
community spirit. 

The numbers show how far from that ideal we are: Bristol’s Town 
Meeting, in a town of 4,000, drew about 75 voters to decide key questions 
from the floor, while a little over 400 voted via Australia ballot on the 
biggest issues the next day. Middlebury, with a population over 8,500, 
had about 100 residents deciding in voice votes a town budget of almost 
$13 million, as well as shifting about a half million dollars from the Cross 
Street Bridge Reserve Fund to other needed causes. Australian balloting 
the next day saw about 1,200 residents vote on the district school budget 
and candidates for office, while foregoing the decisions on the town 
budget.

Smaller towns often have a much higher turnout per capita. In tiny 
Goshen, about 59 people came to the town meeting, while 119 residents 
voted by Australian ballot the next day, in a town with a posted 2018 
population of 162. Hard to top that. (What brought Goshen residents 
to the meeting is worth reading in the Town Meeting results in today’s 
Independent.)

In Lincoln, population about 1,300, a civic-minded group of about 70 
residents decided most of the town’s business at Town Meeting, while also 
epitomizing the essence of Town Meeting through many comments. 

“We picked the theme ‘community’ for our town report this year, and 
I just started thinking about how grateful I am for all the people who 
contribute to making our town government run,” Lincoln Town Clerk 
Sally Ober said at the March 6 meeting. Town Moderator Todd Goodyear 
added some sweetness to the meeting by handing out bottles of maple 
syrup to Lincoln’s new residents attending Town Meeting for the first time 
and singling out long-time residents who have attended Town Meetings 
for decades. 

Lincoln resident Christie Sumner added that new residents were really 
stepping forward to get involved. “They’re coming on our boards and 
they’re helping out because that’s what they see as their responsibility to 
this town. So, thank you all,” she said.

The town’s openness to new ideas might be a reason for such 
involvement. “If there are ideas you have that you’re passionate about and 
there’s not a board that exists or there’s not a place for you to implement 
your skills or your interests, just bring it forward,” said selectboard 
member Bay Jackson. “There’s so much room, there’s so much that can 
happen, and this is a very motivated and supportive community. So, bring 
it forward!”

Such enthusiasm and community spirit warms the heart of any Town 
Meeting aficionado. But is such enthusiasm enough?

In the perennial post-Town Meeting flogging over how to get more 
voter involvement, moving away from in-person gatherings like Lincoln’s 
would kill the golden egg that Town Meeting represents. But even Lincoln 
recognizes the problem and community members were busy discussing 
how to get more citizens to Vermont’s annual pilgrimage of civic duty.

The key may be in accepting the importance of the struggle to reach an 
ideal, and not being content until we do.

Angelo Lynn

For those who might despair that speaking out doesn’t change anything 
and the best bet is to stay silent and let others fight their battles, the story 
of Michelle Steele is heartening. Steele is the Middlebury Union High 
School French teacher who was named one of 20 Fulbright Distinguished 
Teachers in the country for 2022-23. 

It’s a big honor, and for it she was invited to spend the upcoming 
fall semester in Rabat, Morocco to study that country’s educational 
programming — an experience that would undoubtedly benefit future 
MUHS students and the larger ACSD community. Steele teaches French 
1,2 and 3 at MUHS, as well as IB Diploma French for grades 11 and 12.

But a glitch in the ACSD’s teachers’ contract led the administration to 
initially deny her a fully paid leave. The Independent initially reported on 
Steele’s honor this fall, then months later on the administration’s denial.

It’s what happened next that’s inspiring. People spoke out. They wrote 
letters to the editor expressing their disappointment in the administration’s 
decision not to grant her paid leave, spoke up at board meetings and in 
personal letters to Steele, school board members and the administration. 
And Steele herself appealed to the ACSD board challenging the decision. 

It worked. The board and administration found a way to grant her 
paid leave. Importantly, it also smooths the way for other teachers who 
might win such prestigious honors. Much credit also goes to the ACSD 
board and administration for being open to a different outcome, but we’re 
certain that without public outcry it’s unlikely the issue would have been 
pursued.

In a story in today’s Addison Independent on Page 2A, Steele recognizes 
the public’s support. “While this process has been a bit of a roller coaster, 
I have been consistently overwhelmed and humbled by the fervent support 
of our community and my colleagues,” Steele wrote in an email to the 
Independent. “I would like to thank all of the community members who 
wrote letters and spoke out about this issue. The letters and words of support 
have meant so much to me, but more importantly speak volumes about 
this amazing community, the way we value education, and our collective 
dedication to the students of this district.”

In the scheme of life in Addison County, it’s a small victory. But it’s 
precisely such small victories happening in many ways throughout our 
communities every week that make living here special. Because people 
do speak out in support of what they value, changes are made, and better 
outcomes are often the result. Keep speaking out.

Angelo Lynn

Speaking out works

Periodicals Postage Paid at Middlebury, Vt. 05753

A D D I S O N   C O U N T Y

INDEPENDENT
Postmaster, send address change to Addison Independent,

58 Maple Street, Middlebury, Vt. • 802-388-4944 • Fax: 802-388-3100  •  Web: www.addisonindependent.com
E-Mail: news@addisonindependent.com • E-Mail Advertising: ads@addisonindependent.com

Editor/Publisher: Angelo S. Lynn
Published every Thursday by the Addison Press, Inc. Member Vermont Press Association; New England Press As-

sociation; National Newspaper Association.
SUBSCRIPTION RATES: In State – 6 Months $36.00, 1 Year $50.00, 2 years $90.00: Out of State – 6 Months $44.00, 

1 Year $60.00, 2 years $110. All print subscriptions include online access. Discounted rate for Senior Citizens, call for 
details. 802-388-4944. Online Only –  1 Week $3.00, 1 Month $6.00, 6 Months $25.00, 1 Year $44.00

The Independent assumes no financial responsibility for typographical errors in advertisements but will reprint that part 
of an advertisement in which the typographical error occurred. Advertiser will please notify the management immediately 
of any errors that may occur.

The Addison Independent USPS 005-380



Addison Independent, Thursday, March 9, 2023 — PAGE 5A

REMINDER
3rd INSTALLMENT

PROPERTY TAX BILLS ARE DUE
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 2023

Town of Middlebury property taxes are due in the 
Treasurer’s Office on or before Wed., March 15, 2023.

Office Hours:
Wednesday, March 15th, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Staff available by phone, 802-388-8100 ext. 203 or 204, 
or e-mail dstevens@townofmiddlebury.org
 Please allow extra time if you are using

 Bill Pay or mailing your payment,
postmarks are not accepted as timely payment.

For your convenience, there is a secure payment box located 
between the Town Office and the Library.

is throwing painful challenges at 
us, the skills we learn on the yoga 
mat become a part of our toolkit for 
stability and resilience.

The way that I experience my 
own inner Light is a feeling of my 
heart being very soft and wide. It’s 
hard to put into words, but it’s an 

all-embracing vastness that doesn’t 
exclude anyone. It makes me want, 
more than anything, to be part of 
building a world where everyone 
has what they need to thrive. When 
I see a roomful of yoga students 
breathing deeply, relaxing their 
bodies and calming their minds, I 
see a little bit of peace in the world. 

Joanna Colwell is the founder 
and director of Otter Creek Yoga 
and Middlebury’s own Yoga Equity 
Project. She invites you to join her 
in helping people have access to 
lifesaving healthcare by becoming 
a member of the National Network 
of Abortion Funds — check them 
out online.

Ways of Seeing
(Continued from Page 4A)

Eileen Lawson and Joanne Corbett 
provide eldercare counseling

By phone: 802-388-3983
By email: elawson@elderlyservices.org

Worried About Your
Elderly Relative?

a sufficient wage replacement 
along with job protection for all 
workers, especially those earning 
low wages. This bill will help 
level out the economic playing 
field and support the thousands 
of Vermonters like me who will 
face the very normal experience of 
having a medical condition.

If we adjust the scale of these 
financial troubles to the state 
level, what can we see? In Sascha 
Mayer’s article, Mayer: Paid 
Family and Medical Leave is 
More Essential Now than Ever, in 
Vermont Biz Magazine, she states,

“In January 2022 alone, nearly 
4,500 Vermonters were not 
working because they were sick 
with or caring for someone with 
COVID-19, and more than 10,500 
due to another illness or disability. 
This represents a massive 
economic hit when you consider 
the average Vermonter who takes 
four weeks of unpaid leave loses 

more than $3,300 in income. 
Since 2020, Vermont workers who 
were infected with COVID-19 
have lost approximately $35.2 
million in wages due to a lack of 
or insufficient paid leave.”

I am aware we are a state of 
many small businesses that could 
not easily offer this robust benefit 
to their workers. With the backing 
of our legislature we could pass 
a state funded PFML insurance 
program that corresponds to the 
needs of working Vermonters’ 
while closing the affordability gap 
for small businesses.

We have the luxury to learn 
from early-adopter states; 
there is ongoing research and 
data available where we can 
draw ways to best structure 
programs and operate efficiently 
while minimizing the burdens 
on businesses and state 
administrators. For example, 
the state can administer PFML 
programs through security 

employment agencies which 
already have wage and labor 
attachment data, which decreases 
redundancy in reporting.

I am writing this letter while 
my kid is in the other room 
watching a movie and resting with 
our dogs. I am deeply concerned 
about what the future holds for 
him and his generation. Yet, I 
remain determined to advocate 
for systems and structures that 
appreciate the contributions of 
all people and can support those 
in need, instead of structures that 
aim to exploit essential workers, 
and retract resources from them 
when they are vulnerable, caring 
for another, and unable to generate 
profit.

I hope when the time comes to 
cast a vote you will consider my 
experience, along with countless 
other Vermonters and support a 
PFML program here in Vermont. 

Ash Hickey
Ripton

Hickey letter
(Continued from Page 4A)

electric-grid destruction will mean 
you wouldn’t be able to heat your 
home, you wouldn’t be able to 
cook your food, wouldn’t be able 
to run your computer or smart 
phone, you wouldn’t be able to 
charge your car.

If you follow international 
events, you know that the world 
is not in a good place. And the 
United States is not in a good 
place. We are depleting our 
resources like oil, food production, 
military resources. We are making 

ourselves vulnerable in every way.
If we want to move toward 

“green” energy, we should put our 
local efforts and national efforts 
into hardening our electric power 
grid. Once they are protected, 
we can grow our electric power 
gathering (panels, wind and 
whatever) and dependency with 
more confidence that some slug or 
foreign power can’t bring us to a 
complete halt.

When the first car came along, 
everyone didn’t immediately sell 
their horse-drawn carriages. There 

had to be a system — gas stations, 
mechanics, roads — before cars 
became practical. But when they 
became practical, no one had to 
force people to put their carriages 
away. When the system is ready, 
people will move toward it gladly. 
But until then, don’t force us.

Speaking for myself, I hope we 
don’t make electricity our only 
source of power. I like having 
alternatives just in case.

Flanzy Chodkowski
Middlebury

Chodkowski letter
(Continued from Page 4A)

Letters to the Editor

Time is now for action on Affordable Heating Act
I read with dismay in the most 

recent edition of the Independent 
that the Affordable Heating Act, 
S.5, has been put on hold, and will 
become another study for the two 
years, of what to do to address 
climate change. So, we are kicking 
the can down the road again, as 
we have done for decades, at least 
since Ronald Reagan took down 
the White House solar panels 
installed by his predecessor, Jimmy 
Carter in the mid-70s. 

I was in attendance at last 
week’s Legislative Breakfast and 
listened to the concern of fuel 
dealers and employees for the bill, 
the theoretical impact S.5 would 
have on their low-and middle-
income customers, though the bill 
specifically works to address the 
needs of low- and middle-income 

Vermonters as they transition to 
clean energy sources. 

What I didn’t hear was any 
concern for consumers struggling 
to pay fuel bills that have spiked 
markedly in the past few years. I 
didn’t hear any concern for other 
sectors of the economy such as 
farmers, loggers, the ski industry 
and more who have been forced 
to adapt to the climate change 
impacts Vermont is experiencing. 
There was no concern expressed 
for coming generations who will 
be dealing with the environmental, 
political, and social disruptions 
and upheaval which accompany 
climate change. There were also no 
alternative solutions or suggestions 
offered. 

Change is often painful. The time 
to begin a less painful, smoother 

transition to clean energy was back 
in the 1970s. The longer we kick 
this can down the road, the longer 
we put off transitioning to clean 
energy, the higher the costs, and the 
pain, will be in dollars, disruption, 
and human suffering. The climate 
is changing ... ask the folks dealing 
with weather extremes, flooding, 
hurricanes, tornadoes, drought, 
melting glaciers and permafrost. It 
is too late to avert those impacts. 

There is a very small window of 
time where it is possible to mitigate 
those impacts, but we must change, 
not kick the can down the road. 
If we don’t do the changing, then 
Mother Nature will do it for us. We 
will have little control and it won’t 
be pretty.

Heidi Willis
Salisbury

A look at migrant workers through a climate prism
Surely every Vermonter 

sympathizes with the plight of 
migrant farm workers, who are 
far from home, away from family, 
navigating a foreign language, 
working 64 hours/week for $7.75/
hour and living in substandard 
housing. But as to “playing a vital 
role in the health of the state’s 
agricultural industry” let’s put 
sympathy momentarily aside 
and have a cold, hard look at an 
underlying problem. 

First, the FMMO price for milk 
in November 2023 for farms in 
New England was +/- $26/cwt, 
which is a hair’s breadth above cost 
for farms milking over 1,500 cows 
— about a quarter of the +/-600 
dairies we have left — and well 
below cost for the other 475. So, 
with or without migrant workers, 
the vast majority of Vermont’s 
dairy farmers are losing money.  

Second, “agriculture” — which 
in Vermont predominantly means 
conventional dairy — is the largest 
contributor to lake pollution in 
the state (45%), the third largest 
contributor to Vermont’s GHG 
emissions (16%) and by far the 
largest emitter of GHG in Addison 
County (55%). In spite of a steady 
stream of denials issuing from the 
agency of agriculture and their 
apologists at state, these figures 
have not changed materially for 
decades. In fact, the GHG emission 
numbers are growing steadily.

Third, in 1938, the United States 
enacted The Fair Labor Standards 
Act which provides that nonexempt 
workers are entitled to a minimum 
wage of not less than $7.25 per 

hour effective July 24, 2009. 
Overtime pay at a rate not less than 
one and one-half times the regular 
rate of pay is required after 40 
hours of work in a week. 

There is plenty of criticism 
aimed at this ancient law, most 
of it insisting that $7.25/hour is 
not enough for anyone to live a 
decent life in the United States of 
America. Notwithstanding, the 
FLSA explicitly exempts farm 
laborers, and that means that 
migrants working on Vermont dairy 
farms, who are obliged to work 40/
hours/week for $7.75, must work 
20 additional hours, or 50% more, 
for the same minimum wage. The 
government provides a number of 
impenetrable reasons for exempting 
farm labor but the real reason is 
painfully simple: farm laborers 
are BIPOC, and exploiting them is 
rooted in racism. 

Vermont is a state that prides 
itself on its environmental 
conscience and its fairness to all. 
But in permitting dairy farmers to 
exploit undocumented migrants, 
especially when the justification 
is that they are “playing a vital 
role in the health of the state’s 
agricultural industry,” implicates all 
Vermonters in a crime. And since 
the government has permitted the 
exploitation of BIPOC on farms for 
centuries, we are all complicit.

There is hope that this system 
may be nearing its ugly end. In 
2022 the Vermont legislature 
enacted the Global Warming 
Solutions Act, which mandates 
that Vermont — and that includes 
dairy — reduce greenhouse 

gas emissions to 26% below 
2005 levels by 2025; to 40% 
below 1990 levels by 2030 and 
80% below by 2050. These are 
extremely stringent targets and 
the GWSA mandates that in order 
to meet them it will be necessary 
for all — and all includes dairy 
farmers — to dramatically reduce 
the use of fossil fuels. As surely 
everyone knows, conventional 
dairy is wholly dependent upon 
artificial nitrogen and phosphorus-
rich fertilizer derived from fossil 
fuel; wholly dependent upon 
imported grain, which is grown 
with fossil fuel fertilizer and fossil 
fuel herbicides; wholly dependent 
upon the housing of more than one 
cow for every three acres under 
management on which that cow’s 
feed is harvested and her manure is 
spread; and wholly dependent upon 
migrant workers. But the GWSA 
and conventional dairy farming 
are contra-indicated: Vermont 
dairy cannot both continue doing 
business as usual and comply with 
the law. And without its prodigious 
dependence on fossil fuel, Vermont 
conventional dairy farms would be 
forced to dramatically downsize. 
And yet, as of this writing the 
secretary of agriculture has not 
promulgated rules to help dairy 
farmers adapt to the law. 

So, if you are upset by the plight 
of BIPOC migrant farm workers, 
call your representative and 
insist— insist— that farmers meet 
their obligations under the Global 
Warming Solutions Act.

James H. Maroney, Jr.
Leicester

Misleading labels for healthcare insurance do harm
What used to be called 

“catastrophic” insurance has been 
rebranded as “high deductible” 
insurance. It used to be on the 
cheaper side because the insurance 
company’s liability didn’t kick in 
until you had already paid a large 
amount. While you were covered 
if something truly catastrophic 
happened, it encouraged you to 
avoid seeing a doctor for day-to-
day complaints because you had 
to pay the whole amount out of 
pocket. Delaying doctor visits 
until conditions get much worse 
is both bad for your health and 
ultimately more expensive.

In the rebranding of 
“catastrophic” to “high 
deductible”, insurance companies 
apparently figured out they 
could actually charge an arm 
and leg for this lousy healthcare. 
The innocuous term for this is 
“underinsured,” meaning you pay 
a high premium for insurance with 
a deductible so high you still can’t 
afford to see a doctor.

How bad is this? Consider 
what might be my insurance. 
I pay $7,000 a year out of my 
paycheck, and my company pays 
another $14,000. The deductible 
is $10,000. If I have $10,000 
worth of healthcare expenses, 
not uncommon in this land of 
runaway medical costs (Vermont 
being higher than the national 
average), I pay $17,000 out of 
pocket. Add in the $14,000 my 
company pays (money they 
could’ve been paid to me), and the 
total is $31,000. Of that $31,000, 
the insurance company made off 
with $21,000 without paying out a 
penny; hospitals made off with the 
remaining $10,000. A so-called 
“high deductible” plan should 

really be called a “ridiculously 
expensive catastrophic” plan. 
Clearly this is the business to be 
in!

The $17,000 out of my pocket 
is equivalent to 25.1% income tax 
if I have the median income in 
Vermont. My company paid the 
equivalent of a 14.8% payroll tax.

Compare that to the 9% income 
tax and 11.5% payroll tax that 

then-Governor Shumlin balked 
at eight years ago when he pulled 
the plug on publicly funded 
universal healthcare. Exactly what 
was there to balk at? Universal 
publicly funded healthcare seems 
the obvious solution to our current 
healthcare nightmare.  

Mark Gibson
Bristol

Letters can be found on 4A, 5A, and 8A.
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If you want a monument - get it from a monument dealer!

Celebrating 92 years | 1930-2022

57 Main St., New Haven   |   802-453-3433 
CleggsMemorials.com    |   info@cleggsmemorials.com

WE DO OUR OWN
Drafting  •  Lettering  •  Sandblast 

Cleaning   •   Foundations
Setting  •  Restoration

EXPERIENCE  |  QUALITY  |  VALUE

Family owned and operated
Addison County’s ONLY full  

service monument company 

C LEGGS  
M E MORIALS

BARRE 
GRANITE

ASSOCIATION
RETAIL

MEMBER

173 Court St. • Middlebury, VT
Roxanna Emilo

Broker/Realtor/Owner
Office: (802)388-4440   
Cell: (802)349-9837

EmiloVTRealEstate.com
emilovtrealestate@gmail.com

Let Us Sell or Find Your Roost!VERGENNES - $300,000
1880 Vergennes home with spacious rooms 
throughout. 1,700 square feet of finished 
space, the first floor includes kitchen, 
living room, bathroom with laundry, a three 
season back porch with a mud room. 
Upstairs you will find three bedrooms and 
a bathroom and then there are stairs that 
go to the third partially finished attic for 
additional space. Wood floors throughout. 
Enjoy the back yard with two storage sheds. 
Easy Commute to Burlington or Middlebury.  
MLS # 4935661 

From humble beginnings based on affordable, 
trustworthy services, we have grown into a reliable 
resource your family can depend on. Rooted in our 
traditions, we stay firmly connected to the families 

we serve and the care we provide. We continue 
serving all faiths and all families in the only way we 

know how — by staying true to our heritage.

Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral Home  
117 South Main St. Middlebury, VT  

802-388-2311
sandersonfuneralservice.com

Where Our Roots Are Planted

TRADITION

ObituariesADDISON
COUNTY

Dennis Weyer, 82, of Orwell

EAST MIDDLEBURY — Lois 
Lackey of East Middlebury passed 
away peacefully on Feb. 27, 2023, 
well-cared for and comforted by 
the staff of Bayada Hospice and 
Winter Green North Care Home. 
She was 97. 

Whip-smart and gifted with an 
active and curious intellect, Lois 
was born on Dec. 27, 1925. She 
graduated from Wellesley College 
in 1946 with a degree in political 
science. Career paths were few 
for women at the time, so after 
graduating from Katharine Gibbs 
Secretarial School, Lois went to 
work as a secretary at Princeton 
University, where she met George 
Lackey. They married, had three 
children, and remained together 
for over 60 years, until George’s 
passing in 2016. 

Lois was an avid reader, enjoyed 
spirited debate, hated housework 
but loved decorating the Christmas 
tree with lights and tinsel. In her 
younger years, she was a talented 
seamstress and knitter, making 

LOIS LACKEY

stylish outfits and knitting sweaters 
for many members of her family. 
Always eager to be surrounded 
by books, she worked and 
volunteered in libraries whenever 
and wherever possible. 

Lois and George found a home 
in Vermont, where they settled 
for their remaining thirty odd 

years. Still, the road always called 
to them both, and they had one 
last adventure spending a year 
traveling across Canada with their 
pickup truck and a fifth wheel RV. 

Lois leaves behind two sons, 
Tom and Peter, and a daughter, 
Anne; Peter’s wife, Julie Hoyenski, 
who always treated Lois with grace 
and wit; her grandchildren, Ryan, 
Adam, Drew, Sam, and Catherine 
Lackey, and Emmett Rayhill; 
Catherine’s husband, Greg Voisin; 
Sam’s wife, Jess Embro, who was 
a dear friend to Lois in later life; 
and her great-grandchildren, Eliot, 
Henry (“Hanky”), Nash and Emily. 

The family extends their 
heartfelt gratitude to the friends 
and caregivers who contributed 
so much to Lois’s quality of 
life in her final years: Georgia 
Hamilton, Cathy Blaise, Peggy 
Peabody, Sheila Khalladeh, Sarah 
Wakefield, Bonnie Burns, and 
the staff of Bayada Hospice and 
Winter Green North Care Home.◊

MIDDLEBURY — Shirley Anita 
LaMothe, 89, lifelong resident of 
Middlebury, died Tuesday, Feb. 28, 
2023.

She and her sister Charlotte 
were the first twins born at Porter 
Hospital on April 27, 1933, the 
daughters of Robert and Wanita 
(Stowe) Leggett.

Shirley was a graduate of 
Middlebury Union High School 
class of 1953. She retired from 
Middlebury College and then 
worked for 10 years at TJ Maxx.

She is survived by her four 
daughters and their families. SHIRLEY ANITA LAMOTHE

Visiting hours will be held 
Monday, March 6, from 10 a.m. 
until the time of the service at 
11 a.m. at Sanderson-Ducharme 
Funeral Home located at 117 South 
Main Street, Middlebury. The Rev. 
Ed Hilbert will officiate.

Memorial contributions may 
be made to American Diabetes 
Association 800-DIABETES (800-
342-2383).

Arrangements are under the 
direction of Sanderson-Ducharme 
Funeral Home. Online condolences 
at www.sandersonfuneralservice.
com. ◊

Shirley Anita LaMothe, 89, of Middlebury

Lois Lackey, 97, of East Middlebury

ORWELL — Dennis Weyer, 
82, of Orwell, Vt., died Feb. 24, 
2023, at UVM Medical Center in 
Burlington. Dennis was born July 
4, 1940, to Jacob and Anna Weijer 
in Passaic, N.J. He was raised in 
Garfield, N.J., and graduated from 
Bergen Tech in 1959. 

Dennis joined the Navy that 
summer and served aboard the 
U.S.S. Arneb Deep Freeze 5 
and 6, stationed in Antarctica, 
and the U.S.S. Ashland in the 
Mediterranean. He was involved in 
the Bay of Pigs Invasion in 1963.

Dennis married his first wife, 
Marie, in November of 1963 and 
they had two sons: Steve, born 
1964, and Kevin, born 1966. They 
raised their family in Fairlawn 
and Lake Hopatcong, N.J. Dennis 

DENNIS WEYER
worked numerous jobs as a diesel 
mechanic and retired from the 
Town of Dover, N.J., DPW in 

2002. He retired to Vermont with 
his second wife Jane Riedel. 

Dennis is survived by his wife 
Jane, his son Kevin (Kelly), 
grandchildren Katelyn and Konner, 
his brothers Gordon (Lois), Howard 
(Kathy), his daughter-in-law 
Cheryl, and his former wife Marie. 
Sister-in-law Susan Weakland, 
his favorite sister-in-law Ann, 
and brothers-in-law Richard and 
William also survive him. 

He is predeceased by his parents, 
his sister Diana, and his son Steve. 

In lieu of flowers, donations can 
be made to the Navy Memorial 
in Washington, D.C., or local 
American Legion VFW.

Arrangements are by Stephen 
Gregory Cremation Services, 
Burlington, Vt.◊

CORNWALL — Leo Francis 
Hotte died unexpectedly, 
surrounded by his wife and son and 
other family members at the UVM 
Hospital on Feb. 14, 2023. 

Leo grew up in Bridport, one 
of nine children who worked 
and played hard on the family 
dairy farm. Between school and 
chores Leo found time for sports, 
hunting, and adventuring. He 
graduated from Middlebury Union 
High School and after trying a 
couple of non-farming jobs, he 
returned to Bridport to take over 
the management of the family 
farm. He worked the farm with his 
brother Tim for several years, and 
then decided it was time for a new 
challenge. Thanks to the many, 
many useful skills he acquired on 
the farm and his strong work ethic, 
Leo became manager/caretaker 
of Middlebury College’s Bread 
Loaf Mountain Campus in Ripton, 
where he remained for 26 years 
before retiring in Cornwall. 

Leo loved sports; he played a 
little football in high school, joined 
his brothers on the local Bridport 
softball team, and friends knew 
him as a ferocious ping pong 
player. He later dazzled students 
and staff at the School of English 
vs Ripton softball games played 
every Sunday. 

At Bread Loaf Leo was admired 

LEO F. HOTTE

for his boundless energy, skill 
with all vehicles, deep knowledge 
of the inner workings of campus 
buildings, and his ability to bail 
anyone out of almost any jam, 
all done with an easy grin. In 
addition to keeping the physical 
plant running, Leo also supervised 
the grounds and housekeeping 
staff, working alongside them 
and making sure all groups using 
the campus had the support they 
needed for their session or event.

The writers and readers who 
became friends during summers 
sometimes spread Leo’s renown 
beyond Bread Loaf. A writer for the 

short-lived Fame magazine wrote 
about an off-road challenge she 
threw down, pitting her new Jeep 
against Leo’s old beloved Land 
Rover (Leo had to tow her Jeep 
out of the river). More recently and 
affectionately, Leo was featured in 
a Middlebury magazine cover story 
written by a Middlebury and Bread 
Loaf alum. Leo was greatly amused 
when the bumpy tractor-driven 
hayrides he gave each summer at 
the Writers’ Conference appeared 
on the “Word Loaf” episode of The 
Simpsons.

Respecting Leo’s wishes, there 
will be no formal memorial service. 
Family and friends will gather to 
celebrate his life and friendship 
privately. Later in the spring there 
will be a graveside service for 
family. 

Leo is survived by his wife of 43 
years, Sandy LeGault of Cornwall; 
his sons, Leo Hotte Jr. of Granville 
and Jean Paul Hotte of Auburn, 
Wash.; siblings Lucien Hotte Jr., 
of Bridport, Barbara Gleeson of 
Florida, Julia Benoit of Bridport, 
Timothy Hotte of Bridport, Jesse 
Hotte of Bridport, Laura Altman 
of Mayetta, Kan., and Lisa Taylor 
of Bridport; and many nieces and 
nephews. He was predeceased 
by his parents, his daughter Terry 
Hotte, and his sister Roseanna 
Lesser. ◊

Leo F. Hotte, 74, of CornwallLINCOLN — Clarence 
R. Hallock, 85, passed away 
Wednesday, March 1, 2023, 
at Berlin Healthcare and 
Rehabilitation Center in Berlin.

He was born March 27, 1937, in 
Starksboro, the son of Phillip and 
Ursula Stokes Hallock.

His hobbies were hunting, 
fishing and watching Western’s on 
TV.

Clarence is survived by his 
wife, Wilma Hathaway Hallock; 
stepdaughter, Starlene Poulin 
(Patrick); many grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren, nieces and 
nephews. He was predeceased 
by brothers and sisters Isabelle, CLARENCE R. HALLOCK

Marion, Freda, Nelson, Clinton, 
Celon, Clayton and Beatrice and 
stepsons, Kevin and Troy.

Visiting hours will be held on 
Friday, March 10, from 5 to 7 
p.m. at Brown-McClay Funeral 
Home in Bristol. Interment will 
be in Hinesburg Village Cemetery 
in the spring. In lieu of flowers 
contributions may be made to 
Homeward Bound, Addison 
County’s Humane Society 236 
Boardman St. Middlebury, VT 
05753.

To send online condolences 
to his family please visit www.
brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com. 
◊

Clarence R. Hallock, 85, of Lincoln

WHITING — It is with a heavy 
heart we announce the passing 
of Gordon “Gordy” F. Marsh Jr., 
73, of Whiting. He passed away 
peacefully at UVM Medical 
Center, surrounded by family and 
friends on Feb. 25, 2023. He is 
reunited with his wife Cheri, who 
passed three weeks prior. 

Gordy was born Sept. 9, 1949, 
in Middlebury, Vt., to Gordon and 
Mary (Palmer) Marsh. He grew up 
in New Haven, Vt., and after high 
school, he enlisted in the Army, 
where he was stationed in Turkey 
during the Vietnam War. After the 
Army, he returned to Vermont and 
attended Castleton State College, 
where he received a degree in 
accounting. He focused his work 
in the nonprofit sector, with time at 
Job Corps and eventually retiring 
from ACTR in Middlebury. 

Gordy was a true free spirit; he 
was kind to strangers, made new 
friends everywhere he went and 
would do anything he could to help 
his family and friends. From his 
many road trips on his motorcycle 
across the country to snowshoeing 
in his backyard, you could always 
find him with a camera around his 
neck capturing nature, family and 
friends. In his later years, he could 

GORDON ‘GORDY’ F. 
MARSH JR.

be found working in his gardens, 
cooking, laughing with family and 
friends and sitting on his back deck 
admiring his gardens and enjoying 
his evenings. 

Gordy was preceded by his wife, 
“sweetheart” Cheri L. Marsh; 
beloved dogs Harley and Bleau; 
parents, Gordon and Mary; niece 
Heidi Jo Adams; and brother in-
law Peter Adams. 

Gordy is survived by his 
children, Alison Marsh of 
Burlington, Vt., and Gordon Marsh 

III of Middlebury, Vt.; his three 
stepsons, Jason Goodwin (Jennifer) 
of Plattsburgh, N.Y., Tyler 
Goodwin of Waterbury, Vt. and 
Andrew Goodwin (Christine) of 
Londonderry, Vt.; his six treasured 
grandchildren, Harper and Keegan 
Goodwin, Connor, Cayden, and 
Caralynn Goodwin, and Ryder 
Goodwin; his four siblings, 
Marianne Adams of Phoenix 
Ariz., Kathy Forand (George) of 
Bristol, Vt., Bob Marsh (Jayne) 
of Cumberland, Maine, and David 
Marsh (Lisa) of Fountain Hills, 
Ariz.; and many nieces, nephews 
and friends. 

For all those who knew and 
loved Gordy, we ask you to raise a 
glass and smile at one of the many 
stories you have of him. He will be 
dearly missed by all.

There will be a celebration of life 
for Gordy and Cheri this summer. 

In lieu of flowers, the family 
asks that you consider a donation 
in Gordy’s honor to: Vermont 
Nongame Wildlife Fund at https://
vtfishandwildlife.com/nongame-
wildlife-fund or Homeward 
Bound, Addison County’s 
Humane Society at https://www.
homewardboundanimals .org/
donate/.◊

Gordon ‘Gordy’ F. Marsh Jr., 73, of Whiting

The Independent will 
publish paid obituaries and 
free notices of passing. Paid 
obituaries cost 25 cents per 
word and will be published, 
as submitted, on the date of 
the family’s choosing. For 
those who do not wish to 
purchase an obituary, the 
Independent offers a free 
notice of passing up to 100 
words, subject to editing by 
our news department. Photos 
(optional) with either paid 
obituaries or free notices cost 
$10 per photo. Obituaries 
may be emailed to obits@
addisonindependent.com.

Submissions must be 
received by 11 a.m. on 
Wednesday for publication 
in the Thursday paper. Email 
obits@addisonindependent.
com or call 802-388-4944 
for more information.

Obituary 
Guidelines
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LINCOLN — Betty Wisell, 91, 
passed peacefully Friday, Feb. 17, 
2023, at her home in Lincoln in the 
arms of her loving family.

She was born on Feb. 17, 1932, in 
Rupert, Vt., the daughter of Henry 
and Theresa (Smith) Kilburn.

She was predeceased by her 
husband of 65 years, Emery E. 
Wisell Sr. on Oct. 1, 2015.

Betty is survived by her 
four children, Emery and wife 
Pamela, Richard and wife 
Deborah, Katherine and Howard; 
six grandchildren; four great-
grandchildren; two brothers, Paul 
Hunt and Robert Kilburn; a sister, 
Charlene Hunt; nieces, nephews 
and many dear friends.

A service will be announced at 
a later date at St. Ambrose Church 
in Bristol. Interment will be at 
Maple Cemetery in Lincoln in the 

BETTY JANE KILBURN 
WISELL 

spring. To send online condolences 
to her family please visit www.
brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com. ◊

Betty Jane Kilburn Wisell, 91, 
of Lincoln

LYNDONVILLE — Ervin L. 
Huestis, 74, formerly of Bridport, 
Vt., died on Saturday, March 4, 
2023, at The Pines in Lyndonville. 
He was born on March 25, 1948, 
in Middlebury, Vt., to Merton 
and Alma (Weller) Huestis. After 
graduating from Middlebury High 
School, he enlisted in the U.S. Army 
and served in Germany during the 
Vietnam War. After coming home, 
he worked for many years as a farm 
hand, and numerous other office 
jobs, and loved to spend his time 
with family.

Ervin is survived by one son, 
Ervin Stark; his sisters Patricia 
Cawthra, Sandra Rule, Louise 
Smith, Colleen Huestis, Sheila 
Huestis, and Mary Dragon; his 
brothers Michael Huestis, Dennis 
Huestis, and Gerald Huestis; and 
other relatives and friends.

He was preceded in death by his 
parents, brothers Merton (Jim) and 
John, and sisters Carole Huestis, 
Virginia Nedwick, and June Ash.

A celebration of Ervin’s life will 
be held on Friday, March 24, at 
noon at the Bridport Masonic Hall, 
52 Crown Point Road, Bridport, Vt. 
A burial at the Vermont Veterans 
Memorial Cemetery will be held at 
a later date. Knight Funeral Home 
of White River Junction, Vt., is 

ERVIN L. HUESTIS

entrusted with arrangements and 
online condolences are appreciated 
at www.knightfuneralhomes.com.◊

Ervin L. Huestis, 74, 
formerly of Bridport

MONKTON — Mark A. Nelson, 
57, passed away on Thursday, Feb. 
23, 2023, in Monkton.

He was born April 7, 1965, in 
Middlebury, the son of the late 
Peter J. (Jim) Nelson I and Sandra 
L. Nelson-Booth. He attended 
Mount Abraham Union High 
School. He worked as a truck 
driver for Jody Conant Trucking 
both in Monkton, Vt., and Spring 
Hill, Fla. He began his truck 
driving career with Livingston 
Farms, and prior to that worked 
as an auto mechanic for various 
employers after having his own 
shop, Nelson’s Service Center, in 
New Haven and Bristol.

Mark enjoyed being a part of his 
son Josh’s auto racing at Devil’s 
Bowl Speedway, being with his 
daughter and granddaughters, and 
spending time with his friend Glen 
in his shop. Mark loved his people 
and was a friend to all. 

MARK A. NELSON

Mark A. Nelson, 57, of Monkton

CHARLOTTE — Lorraine 
“Clara” Russel, 88, of Charlotte, 
Vt., took God’s path on Feb. 6, 
2023, with her beloved dog Paco 
by her side.

She is predeceased by her parents, 
Eugene and Clara Gilbert, and 
sister, Rita Gilbert. She is survived 
by many loving individuals.

She graduated from Taunton 
High School in Taunton, Mass., in 
1952 and later settled in Vermont. 
Lorraine loved to drive, to go to 
lawn sales, to eat out at different 
restaurants, and her Monday 
munch at Charlotte Senior Center 
with her friends.

She had a deep love for animals 
and Paco, “Your Highness,” was 

LORRAINE “CLARA” 
RUSSELL

her pride and joy.
Lorraine owned the Hound’s 

Tooth in Vergennes, Vt., where 
everyone had good fun — great 
music and lasting friends, including 
her dear friend Priscilla “Cill” 
Mayo.

She lived a full and vibrant life 
with more friends than anyone 
could count. She always had the 
brightest smile.

A celebration of life will be held 
Saturday, March 18, from 1 to 4 
p.m., at the American Legion in 
Vergennes.

In lieu of flowers please consider 
donations to Homeward Bound 
— Addison County’s Humane 
Society.◊

Lorraine “Clara” Russell, 88, of Charlotte
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With a GPA of at least 3.5 on 
a 4.0 scale, Parker Chester of 
New Haven has been named to the 
dean’s honor roll at Wichita State 
University in Wichita, Kansas for 
the fall 2022 semester.

COLCHESTER — With broken 
hearts we put to paper only a mere 
fraction of a wonderful life lived. 
Melissa Joyce Bergeron (Smith) 
senselessly died on March 1, 2023, 
at her home in Colchester, Vt., a 
victim of domestic violence by 
her husband of 12 years. As part 
of the unimaginable tragedy, the 
subsequent loss of her husband, 
Mike Bergeron by suicide minutes 
after, left behind their beloved 
10-year-old son, Nicholas, and dog 
Molly.

Melissa was born on March 27, 
1985, the daughter of Kenneth 
and Louise Smith (Huestis) in 
Middlebury, Vt. She was the last 
born of their four children “the 
baby, and forever favorite” by 
so many. She graduated from 
Middlebury Union High School in 
the class of 2003.

Melissa was a special woman. 
She was a kind and caring person 
to a fault. Her heart was bigger 
than her body. She was a friend 
to everyone. She had the biggest 
and brightest smile this earth 
will ever see. She provided daily 
encouragement, guidance, a 
listening ear and support to those 
in need all while having her own 
hidden personal struggles.

She was a very talented person 
in many ways. She made anyone 
feel better just being around her. 
She taught herself how to crochet, 
she created her own online BINGO 
group, she loved photography and 
took hundreds, maybe thousands of 
photos over her short years.

Melissa loved to laugh and have 
others laugh with her. Her laugh was 
infectious. She made you feel better 
by just being around her. She was 

MELISSA JOYCE BERGERON

the biggest cheerleader for all her 
nieces, nephews, friends, and family 
from the biggest accomplishments 
down to the smallest. She would 
always say “You got this! You are 
strong”. We were all lucky to have 
her in our corner. She LOVED with 
all she had.

Melissa worked at the University 
of Vermont Medical Center 
Nutrition Services for over 18 
years, a job she loved and enjoyed. 
Nearly every single day after her 
workday ended, she would call her 
mother, Louise, whose relationship 
she cherished beyond words. Her 
mother was her best friend.

Melissa was many things; a 
daughter, sister, aunt, niece, cousin, 
friend, wife, but most importantly 
to her, she was a mother. Her 
greatest accomplishment in life 
was bringing her son, Nicholas 
Daniel, into the world. Nicholas is 
a wonderful boy and is adored by 
all who know him. Melissa passed 
on her generous heart and beautiful 

smile to Nicholas, along with a 
great sense of humor.

Melissa leaves behind a grieving 
family, her wonderful son, Nicholas 
Bergeron, parents Louise Smith 
and Charles Holbrook II, two 
sisters, Heather Blair (Paul) and 
April Smith (Travis Laduke), and 
one brother Orrin Smith (Melanie). 
She leaves a stepbrother, Charlie 
Holbrook III, many nieces, 
nephews, aunts, uncles, cousins and 
countless amazing friends.

She was predeceased by her 
father, Kenneth Smith, her maternal 
and paternal grandparents, a 
stepbrother, Ray Holbrook and 
several aunts and uncles.

Above all else, Melissa was 
loved. Truly and deeply loved. She 
SHOWED us what LOVE meant. 
Her family is eternally grateful to 
all who supported Melissa through 
her short journey of life, and will 
continue to support Nicholas. The 
family would like their message to 
be heard: If you ever find yourself 
in crisis, if you ever find yourself 
facing domestic violence, if you 
ever find yourself in a situation you 
don’t know how to escape, reach 
out. No issue is too small. Reach 
out, get help, do not wait. Tomorrow 
may be too late. Domestic Violence 
is never OK. Get help 1-800-799-
7233.

A Celebration of Melissa’s 
life will be held Sunday, March 
26, 2023, from 1 to 4 p.m. at the 
Middlebury Town Hall Theater, 
68 S Pleasant St, Middlebury, VT 
05753.

In lieu of flowers, please make 
a donation on behalf of Nicholas 
Bergeron/Heather Blair, at Vermont 
Federal Credit Union.◊

Melissa Joyce Bergeron, 37, formerly of Middlebury 
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BRISTOL, VT

1, 2, AND 3 BEDROOM APARTMENTS
Addison County Community Trust is now accepting applications 
for 1, 2, and 3 bedroom apartments for Firehouse Apartments! 
Currently under construction, the mixed-income buildings are 
located in Bristol, Vermont. Projected move in dates of 9/1/23. 
Rents range from $746-$995 for a 1 BR, $894-$1,200 for a 2 BR 
unit and $1,240 for a 3 BR unit.  ALL utilities included. Open 
floor plans, mountain views, community gardens, bike racks, 
parking, and laundry on site. Must be an approved applicant 
to be considered. Application process includes housing & 
character references, criminal background check, and credit 
check. All income and assets must be verified before move-in, 
and income limits apply.

More info and applications and income limits on our website at: 
https://www.addisontrust.org/rental-apartment-application-process.html  

or contact Alice (802)877-2626 x 108, TDD 771 or email Alice@
addisontrust.org   Accessible units available. Equal Housing 

Opportunity.

34 MAIN ST., 
SUITE 1

VERGENNES,
VT 05491

(802) 870-7170

 

Don’t miss out!Don’t miss out!
Schedule your Free 15 Minute 

Consultation Today!
All major insurances are accepted. Including: 

We service ALL makes
and models of hearing aids

Life isWorth Listening to.Life isWorth Listening to.

Invest in Your Hearing and Enjoy 
the Company of Your Friends

and Loved Ones.

254 Ethan Allen Highway, New Haven (Route 7)  |  P.O. Box 754, Middlebury 05753  |  802-388-7259  |  ACHHH.org 

Now offering skilled outpatient physical therapy and speech language pathology 
services close to home from the licensed professionals you know and trust!

Introducing… Addison County Outpatient Therapy

• Specialized services for patients living with Parkinson’s Disease (LSVT BIG and LSVT LOUD)
• Vestibular rehabilitation therapy     • Gait and balance training

• Motor re-education for patients with neurological deficits
• Muscle strengthening and pain management following orthopedic injury or surgery

Call now to schedule a complimentary 10 minute telephone call
to discuss how ACHHH can help you meet your lifestyle goals - Why Wait?

Obituaries
ADDISON
COUNTY

Mark is survived by his mother 
and stepfather, Sandra Nelson-
Booth and Ralph Booth of Bristol; 
his daughter, Amanda Wright and 
her husband Dustin Wright of 

New Haven; his son, Josh Nelson 
of Bristol; granddaughters Kali, 
Oakley, and Hazel; his brother, 
Peter J. Nelson II, his sister Lora 
Gordon and her daughter Jennifer 
Gordon, all of Bristol; his sister 
Angie LaForest, her husband Vasso 
LaForest and their sons Luke and 
Alex of Plattsburgh, N.Y.; several 
aunts, uncles and cousins, and his 
close friends Glen Jewell and Jody 
Conant of Monkton.

A memorial service will be held 
at 1 p.m. on Saturday, March 11, 
at Brown-McClay Funeral Home 
in Vergennes with a reception 
following from 2 to 5 p.m. at 
Vergennes American Legion. 
To send online condolences to 
his family please visit www.
brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com.

Donations in memory of Mark 
may be made to the Vermont 
Suicide Prevention Center at 
vtspc.org.◊

CAPE CORAL, Fla. — Bruce 
Wayne O’Leary, 71, a resident 
of Cape Coral, Fla., formerly 
of Bristol, Vt., passed away on 
Monday, Feb. 20, 2023.

He was born Dec. 28, 1951, 
in St. Johnsbury, Vt., to Warren 
Coolbeth and Evelyn (Robinson) 
O’Leary. Warren passed away 
when Bruce was very young. 
Evelyn later married John 
O’Leary and they had three more 
children, all girls. The O’Leary 
family traveled all over the world 
following John’s military career 
in the Air Force, returning to 
Danville, Vt., in 1972. 

Bruce was a skilled craftsman. 
He worked at Bread Loaf 
Corporation in Middlebury, Vt., 
for nearly 30 years managing 
field operations and safety. 
His work there supported the 
company’s growth from building 
condominiums and franchises to 
bigger manufacturers like Burton 
Snowboards, Otter Creek Brewery 

Bruce Wayne O’Leary, 71, formerly of Bristol

BRUCE WAYNE O’LEARY

and Vermont Teddy Bear Factory.
Bruce passes on a legacy 

of meticulous craftsmanship. 
He taught his son, Tyler, the 
fundamentals of carpentry. He 
loved Tyler and was very proud of 
him.

In his retirement, Bruce enjoyed 
spending time with his two dogs. 
He appreciated life’s simple joys 
like taking care of his property 
and socializing with friends and 
neighbors. 

Bruce was of the Catholic 
faith. He was a kind and gentle 
person. Anyone that knew Bruce 
knew about his hat collection. He 
collected hundreds of baseball 
caps over the years from places he 
traveled. He was a Red Sox fan.

Bruce is survived by his son, 
Tyler O’Leary, of Panton, Vt.; 
his three younger sisters, Cheryll 
Bunnell and husband Calvin of 
Greensboro, Vt., Kathy Sevigny 
and husband Rick of Danville, Vt., 
and Shonna Heath and husband 
Roland of North Danville, Vt.; and 
several nieces and nephews. 

A celebration of life will be 
held at a later date. Friends are 
invited to send condolences via 
the online guest book at www.
MullinsMemorial.com.◊
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COVID-19 vaccine clinics available throughout 
Addison County through March 31st. 

Please call 
Mountain Community Health 

(formerly Mountain Health Center) 
for more information at 

(802) 453-3911. 
MCH will be offering Pfizer Bivalent

Boosters for all ages 5+.

  Boosters are FREE 
NO INSURANCE REQUIRED. 

Still Not Vaccinated?
Need a Booster?

** Walk-in COVID-19 vaccinations available this Saturday, March 11,  
9AM – 12 noon at Mountain Community Health, 61 Pine St. Bristol.

WIMETT
TRADING COMPANY

802•465•4688

USED

Michael Jackman, 51 Years Experience 
David Wimett, 38 Years Experience
Mark Grant, 10 Years Experience

2668 Route 7 • Leicester, VT 05733 • wimetttradingco@gmail.com

Wimett Trading Company
at the Big White Barn in Leicester

802-465-4688 

2016 JEEP COMPASS LATITUDE
4-Cyl, Auto, 4x4, 114k miles

$11,995

AFFORDABLE, SAFE & RELIABLE
USED CARS AND TRUCKS

We also buy cars, 
locate specialty orders 

& consider consignments 
Call Dave for an appointment

2014 VOLVO XC70
T6, 6-Cyl, Auto, AWD, Leather, Roof, 174k miles

$12,995

2015 NISSAN SENTRA SV
4-Cyl, Auto, FWD,  77k miles

$10,995

2015 TOYOTA PRIUS
Hybrid, Auto, FWD  Super Clean, 114k miles

$15,995

More than  a decadeof delivering Quality!

x  

2010 HONDA RIDGELINE RTL
V6, Auto, AWD, Leather, 149k miles 

$13,995

SPRING FORWARD SALE

ADDISON COUNTY — On 
Thursday, March 2, Vermont State 
Police were put on the lookout for 
a vehicle being driven erratically on 
Monkton Road in Bristol. At around 
6:39 p.m. troopers stopped a vehicle 
driven by Olman Ovares Lopez, 
51, of North Ferrisburgh. Troopers 
observed several indicators of 
impairment and ultimately arrested 
Lopez and cited him for driving 
under the influence.

That was the only activity that 
Vermont State Police reported in 
Addison County between Feb. 28 
and March 6. But some Addison 
County residents were affected 
on the afternoon of March 3 when 
authorities shut down Routh 7 
in Charlotte just north of the 
Ferrisburgh town line.

Police reported that a 2010 Toyota 
Corolla driven by Aaron Grzych, 
28, of St. Johnsbury speeding 
southbound on Route 7 crossed 
over the double yellow centerline, 
left the road and struck a utility pole 
causing power lines to block the 
roadway. A Jeep Cherokee struck 
the downed power lines. Police, 
who said Grzych was distracted by 
a portable electronic device while 
driving, cited Grzych for driving 
under the influence and negligent 
driving.

Emergency crews diverted traffic 
onto Greenbush Road in North 
Ferrisburgh and around the closed 
Route 7.

The Vergennes Police Department 
and Ferrisburgh Fire Department, 
among others, helped troopers.

VERGENNES — Vergennes 
police on March 3 helped Vermont 
State Police do a preliminary 
evaluation of a driver suspected of 
being under the influence of drugs 
when his vehicle went off the road 
in Charlotte and struck a utility pole. 

City police said state police 
requested a Vergennes Drug 
Recognition expert meet them at the 
Vergennes Police Station to assess 
the suspect, who troopers then cited 
for DUI-drugs pending a hospital 
blood test. See Vermont State Police 
log for more details of the case. 

In other action between Feb. 27 
and March 5, Vergennes police 
conducted six directed patrols, 
including several to monitor 
morning drop-offs at Vergennes 
Union Elementary School and greet 
students; conducted two downtown 
foot patrols, three traffic stops, 
one property watch and three VIN 
inspections; responded to a false 
alarm; and also:

On Feb. 27:
• Heard from a Hopkins Road 

resident that he found footprints 
in the snow around his car in the 
morning, apparent evidence of an 
attempted break-in. 

• Were told by the owner of a 
nearby Hillside Acres home that 
a car had been entered and loose 
change stolen. Police believe these 
two incidents are probably linked.

• Heard a complaint from a 
relative of a hospitalized woman 

that other relatives were stealing 
items from her home. Police said the 
relatives were picking up items for 
the woman. 

On Feb. 28:
• During a snowstorm ticketed 

a car left out overnight in violation 
of the city’s wintertime parking ban 
and ordered it towed.

• Responded to an Alden Place 
condo along with the Vergennes 
Area Rescue Squad to help an elderly 
person who often falls and almost as 
often does not cooperate. Police and 
VARS made two more visits last 
week, and police continue to work 
with social service agencies to try to 
find her more suitable housing.

• Dealt with a one-car crash on 
West Main Street in which a vehicle 
left the road, went airborne and 
struck and damaged a tree and other 
landscaping. Police said the driver 
was injured badly enough to be 
taken to the UVM Medical Center, 
and that they believed “fatigue and 
speed” appeared to be factors in the 
accident.

• Checked out half of a High Street 
duplex for signs of a possible break-
in at the request of the occupant of 
the other half, but found no problem.

On March 1:
• Found an unsecured downtown 

business on patrol and notified the 
owner.

• Guarded a crosswalk during 
VUES Walk-to-School Day. 

I don’t often take a trip, 
but when I do I want to avoid 
metropolitan areas. Avoiding cities 
like New York City, Baltimore, 
Md., Richmond, Va., and 
Washington, D.C., is a top priority. 
Of course, there are other densely 
populated areas to avoid, but if I 
named them all you would realize 
what a chicken driver I really am.

Recently, my wife, Sharon and 
I headed south on our own Spring 
Break. She did all the planning. 
Sharon spent countless hours with 
maps looking for sights to see 
and visit and where to stay. Our 
destination turned out to be Tybee 
Island, off the Georgia coast. I had 
never heard of this place before 
the planning!

Just so you know, Tybee Island 
is approximately 1,200 miles from 
Orwell. The round trip (including 
side trips) was 2,511 miles. Part 
of the planning for this trip was 
to circumvent major metropolitan 
areas as well as high-traffic areas. 
The avoidance strategy that I just 
mentioned added a little extra time 
on our arrival at Tybee, however it 
was worth the extra miles driven.

Looking at the maps in our 

Atlas, the trip south is a fairly 
straight line. But the direct route 
puts us into many of the dense, 
high-traffic and populated areas. 
No way. The route we mapped-out 
(Well, ok, Sharon mapped-out) 
took us in a westerly direction into 
Eastern Pennsylvania and looping 
south easterly and avoiding all 
those hot spots I mentioned earlier. 

I drove the entire route, round 
trip. It took us three days to reach 
Tybee Island and at around 3 
p.m. on the third day we arrived. 
We had a room reserved at the 
Admiral Hotel and were joined 
shortly thereafter with Doug and 
Tammy Atwood from Shoreham, 
who were travelling north from St. 
Augustine, Fla.

There really wasn’t much to see 
or do on Tybee, it was off season, 
after all. We drove around to 
various sights and enjoyed lots of 
crabs in our diet. After three days 
on Tybee, we drove to Savannah 
(a half-hour drive) and stayed at 
a Best Western for the next four 
days. I like the Best Western hotels 
because they are fair priced, very 
neat and clean and the staff are 
always welcoming. And let’s not 

forget, breakfast is included.
When visiting a city like 

Savannah I recommend the 
open-air bus tour. The tours 
will highlight important and 
significant parts of the city and 
the coach driver will give a great 
narration on the 1-2 hour ride. 
Savannah also features many fine 
dining opportunities as well as 
rooftop dining in a more casual 
atmosphere.

Our next stay was in Charleston, 
S.C. The weather throughout 
our trip was very warm, with 
temperatures in the 70s. We did 
not visit any of the beaches but 
the Best Western had a very nice 
pool area where one could soak in 
the rays. We took the trolley tour 
while in Charleston. We enjoyed 
not only the ride but the narration 
that was a part of the tour.

Some of the sights we enjoyed 
on our Southern Adventure were 
the Tybee Lighthouse, Fort Pulaski 
and Wet Willies (I mention Wet 
Willies because it was a novelty 
to us. It also had great breakfast 
and lunch). We did take a Ghost 
Tour in Savannah, but wouldn’t 
recommend it unless you like 

hearing bloody, gory stories. 
Charleston, as in Savannah, there 
is much to do and see.

Fredericksburg, Va., was the 
next city on our trip north, to 
home. We left Fredericksburg at 
about 8 a.m. and drove for the next 
nine hours to Orwell. And, you 
guessed it. We drove the straight 
line through all the high traffic 
and metropolitan areas. All I could 
think of was The Charge of the 
Light Brigade by Alfred Lord 
Tennyson, with cars on my right 
and cars on my left and vehicles 
crossing in front and coming 
around from the rear, all in a mad 
dash. I must be crazy. But we 
made it. Phew, what an adventure.

You might think that with our 
Southern Adventure behind us we 
are finished travelling. Wrong. 
Sharon is in the living room 
planning our next trip to Myrtle 
Beach and other points of interest 
for March. 

It’s time to head for our local 
garage and have them “prep” my 
car for the next trip.

Tom Pinsonneault
Orwell

Letters to the Editor

Avoiding metropolises on a great ‘Southern Adventure’ from Orwell

Rustan Swenson, in a Feb. 
23, letter to the editor, opened 
up a major can of worms by 
encouraging us to buy American-
made vehicles on Presidents’ Day. 
Ford, GM or Chrysler probably 
come to mind for a majority of 
readers. A friend told me he drove 
Ford trucks because they were 
the most American-made. I have 
driven largely Ford trucks, because 
I buy them used and aged and they 
survive most all the abuse I can 
mete out to them. But American 
made? I was dubious, so I got 
nosey.

Today, Ford accesses their truck 
parts from suppliers over a good 
deal of the planet. To make them 
less American-made, they are 
assembled in Mexico. I discovered 
that the truck builder accessing 

most of their parts in the U.S. and 
assembling them here was Toyota 
Tundra — another rugged truck. 
This info was not welcomed by my 
friend. 

Further investigation revealed 
that the most American-made 
vehicles, in general, were 
Hondas, closely followed by 
Toyotas. They also rated at the 
top of the latest crash tests done 
by the independent, nonprofit 
Insurance Institute for Highway 
Safety.  Chrysler products are 
largely Fiats, built in Melfi Italy 
— known for low quality and 
reliability. Ford and GM have been 
caught in all sorts of skulduggery, 
including bribing the American 
Enterprise Institute to downplay 
climate change. Some in-depth 
investigation reveals that their 

claims of American-made are 
confusing and dubious.

Years ago, a long-time employer 
and friend of mine, who was 
fabricating production machines 
for local companies, told me 
that GM used any carpets one of 
those companies sent them. U.S. 
Honda returned half of them due to 
defects. The Japanese companies, 
long focused on quality, set up their 
own parts fabricators here to avoid 
dealing with the poor-quality U.S.-
made parts. I have been driving 
mostly domestic vehicles for quite 
a while — Hondas and Toyotas. 
The Hondas are, like the Ford 
truck, close to indestructible. Both 
brands are significantly reliable.

Instead of buying an “American-
made” 19 mpg Mustang macho-
machine with dangerously 

restricted driver’s view of the 
surroundings, I think it is time 
to set aside our nationalism and 
militaristic thinking and focus on 
saving ourselves from the mess we 
have created by using fossil fuels 
with gay abandon. 

Psychologists have said 
that competition in sports is 
destructive. I am convinced that 
it is much more destructive in 
relations between nations. We are 
all walking precariously on the 
same planet. It is way past time 
to stop behaving like a barn full 
of tom cats and start cooperating 
to address the greatest challenge 
ever endangering our continued 
existence. Love conquers all. Let’s 
all be friends.

Joe Gleason
Bridport

Buying ‘American-made vehicles’ not as useful, simple as it seems 
When I was twelve, my father 

gave me a shotgun to shoot at 
quail. I was told they were sporting 
and a good source of food. They 
were also small and quick, and 
therefore, rarely in danger. At 
nineteen, the Army loaned me an 
M-16, designed to kill people.

Combine an emotionally sick 
country with more guns than 
ketchup and the results should be 
obvious. It’s risky going outdoors 
and risky at home. The weapon that 
secures your space is more likely 
to kill someone you know or end 
up in a school. (Source: Stamford 
University, ‘22).  

We’re predisposed to violence. 
It’s in a toothpaste ad and 
programming for kids. Violence 
competes for attention and settles 
an argument. It’s inspirational and 
confers magical power, creating a 

big person out of a smaller one.
Meanwhile, the gun lobby fails 

a basic sanity test, and a mass 
shooting in the Capitol won’t 
change the dynamics. Survivors 
will stand up and say, “We pray for 
the dead.” 

Eventually, babies will be born 
with an adaptive mutation, the 
enhanced fear-of-violence gene. 
In 1787 a 2nd-Amendment Militia 
went out with a flintlock in search 
of a quail. Over two hundred 
years later, sportsmen can carry a 
thermal night-scope AK-47 killing 
machine, eliminating the need for a 
professional Army. 

Security is not what it used to be. 
“And so it goes…” 

A. Lyall
U.S. Army (Retired)

Middlebury 

Police LogVergennes

Guns, our culture a risky blend  

Police LogVt. State

Life saver
WILL MORAN, CHIEF of Emergency Medical Services at the Vermont Department of Health, explains the Vermont Star of Life award 

he is about to bestow on Ripton Fire & First Response Assistant Chief Jay Harrington, left, for going above and beyond to save the 
life of a neighbor experiencing a medical crisis at the Rikert Nordic Center in December 2021. Looking on in uniform are fellow Ripton 
responders Mark Nelson (lieutenant and EMT training officer) and Chris Pike (chief) at Monday’s Ripton town meeting.

Photo courtesy of Zoe Pike
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By HOWARD JENNINGS
I believe that the staff at the 

Green Mountain National Forest 
(GMNF) are good, well-meaning 
professionals who care deeply 
about our forest, but that they are 
locked into outdated science and 
policies in a 2006 Forest Plan that 
works directly against efforts to 
mitigate climate change. 

I am part of Save Public Forests 
(savepublicforests.org), a Vermont 
and Massachusetts coalition of 
scientists, ecologists, foresters, 
and other citizens dedicated to 
contemporary, science-based 
solutions to the climate and 
biodiversity crises worsened by 
forest degradation. We want you 
to know what’s at stake, and to 
propose a new forestry paradigm 
for the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) 
to consider.

A proposal has been recently 
released by our GMNF called 
the Telephone Gap Integrated 
Resource Project south and east of 
Brandon, which includes logging 
11,800 acres of mostly old and 
mature forest, an area larger than 
the City of Burlington. Most of 
the stands are 80-160 years old, 
already sequestering vast amounts 
of carbon and continuously taking 
up and storing tens of thousands 
more tons each year.

Cutting them is a huge problem. 
We conservatively calculate 
that the Telephone Gap logging 
will remove at least 446,000 Mt 
(metric tons) of carbon from 
the GMNF. For comparison: 
446,000 Mt of carbon is equal to 
the annual emissions of 354,300 
cars, 1.6 times the total number 
of registered passenger vehicles 
in Vermont (221,936 as of 2021). 
Or 1.6 times the emissions from 
the McNeil Biomass Power Plant, 
Vermont’s largest point source of 
carbon emissions (about 340,684 
Mt in 2022). 

When the trees are cut, some of 
the wood will make it into durable 

wood products, but, based on 
recent sales, much will go for pulp 
and biomass burning that result in 
release of CO2. Considering that 
and the additional emissions from 
logging activity and processing, 
the Telephone Gap “carbon bomb” 
will release an enormous amount 
of stored carbon that will take 
decades to recapture. A global 
climate solution cannot wait that 
long.

A NEW PARADIGM
Here’s the urgency, and it is 

personal to us all. The International 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 
tells us that we may reach the 
tipping point of 2.7 degrees F 
above the pre-industrial baseline as 
early as 2030 to 2040. The Global 
Carbon Budget Tracker report of 
2022 reinforces that, saying we 
only have nine years left before 
we reach the tipping point. The 
IPCC says mass starvation, forced 
immigration of a hundred million 
people, and global economic 
instability are virtually inevitable 
beyond 2.7 degrees. 

Today we are at 2 degrees, 
and we are seeing almost daily 
accounts of climate disasters 
here and abroad causing billions 
of dollars of damage and untold 
misery. It is easy to see how 
serious these predictions are. 
This is a-here-and-now thing. My 
grandson Arlo is two, and we may 
be beyond the tipping point before 
he is a teenager. How old will your 
loved ones be in 10-20 years? 

Business as usual, including in 
forestry, must end now if we are 
to save the next generations from 
a very chaotic future. Ominously, 
New England is warming about 
50% faster than the global average, 
according to EPA data.

To help, we need to better 
appreciate the role of forests in 
fighting global warming. Forests, 
especially old forests, absorb and 
store 50% of the above ground 
carbon worldwide. New England’s 

forests are one of the largest, 
most important concentrations of 
carbon-dense older forests in the 
U.S., and they could store two 
to four times more carbon if we 
just let them grow (UVM study). 
Keeping our old trees standing in 
our national forests is immediate, 
takes virtually no effort, and saves 
taxpayers’ money. 

Save Public Forests is part of 
a nationwide groundswell led by 
Climate-Forests, a group of more 
than 120 groups pushing for a 
change in many of the USFS’s core 
policies and practices. Climate-
Forests has reviewed proposed 
national forest timber sales across 
the country. Telephone Gap is 
identified as one of the 10 worst 
projects in the U.S. 

My hope is that the good people 
of the GMNF will creatively lead 
from within on Telephone Gap 
and show the nation a new way 
forward. 

CLIMATE ACTION 
MATTERS

The National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) requires 
alternatives to a proposed 
project such as Telephone Gap 
to be analyzed as part of an 
Environmental Assessment (EA). 
This can either be a meaningless 
perfunctory exercise, or it can shine 
a light on a serious new “climate-
smart forestry” alternative. 

I and others propose that the 
GMNF consider working with 
community groups and proactively 
take the lead in developing a new 
proposal that takes seriously the 
spirit of President Biden’s 2022 
Executive Order and charts a new 
course for the USFS. 

We suggest the essence of this 
would include designating a major 
amount of the project area as 
“carbon reserves,” in which there 
is very little to no cutting or site 
disturbance, and the old stands are 
allowed to grow older and bigger. 
Managing younger forest stands 

could be done in a way to produce 
lumber or other forest products, 
but in a way that also increases the 
average volume of stored carbon 
per acre over time. 

Creating climate-smart forestry 
that sequesters carbon and 
increases resilience to climate 
change while producing forest 
products is a need that extends far 
beyond this project to the nation 
and the world. With Congressional 
support, community collaboration, 
and GMNF creativity, this could 
become a research laboratory and 
model for climate-smart forestry.

To date the GMNF has received 
over 600 comments on the project; 
more than 500 are in opposition. It 
would seem wise for the GMNF 
to work in collaboration with the 
larger community to develop an 
innovative project that enjoys 
widespread support rather than 
opposition that will certainly result 
in appeals and stronger actions.

Additional Actions 
Recommended for the Telephone 
Gap project are:

1. The Telephone Gap proposal 
and the 2006 Forest Plan on which 
it is based are critically out of date 
because they do not significantly 
consider the project’s impact on 
climate change. The Telephone 
Gap project should be stopped 
until it and the 2006 Forest Plan 
are revised to quantify and mitigate 
the effect on climate change.

2. Biodiversity: There is 
widespread scientific agreement 
that we are now in the sixth global 
mass extinction, much due to 
habitat loss. The Telephone Gap 
project area harbors thousands of 
species, many of which depend on 
interior mature and old forests for 
survival. We should protect them, 
not destroy their habitat.

3. The policy of cutting old 
trees is climate flawed. (Note: 
seedlings are hardly ever planted 
in New England’s forests. Natural 
regeneration is sufficient.) When 

stands of old trees are cut the area 
becomes a net source of CO2 for 
10-20 years. Watch a fascinating 
10-minute PBS video on this 
research at tinyurl.com/Forest-
Carbon.

4. Cutting old forests to create 
young forests accelerates climate 
change. At the core of the 2006 
Forest Plan and this project is an 
outdated policy of manipulating 
the forest by targeted cutting 
to bend it into conformity with 
Forest Service goals. The project 
proposes reducing mature and old 
forest from 12,000 acres to as few 
as 5,400, while increasing younger 
forest categories from 1,700 acres 
to as many as 10,500. 

COMMENT BY MARCH 13
If you share my concerns 

and support for this alternative, 
please comment by filling in the 
simple form at tinyurl.com/forest-
comment.

Please be as specific as you can. 
The Telephone Gap proposal can 
be read at tinyurl.com/Telephone-
Gap. Equally important, please 
express your concerns to our 
members of Congress — Sen. 
Bernie Sanders, 202-224-5141; 
Sen. Peter Welch, 202-224-4242; 
and Rep. Becca Balint, 202-225-
4115. Email addresses can be 
found online.

Climate matters
Perspectives on Change

Howard Jennings, a Bristol 
resident, is the former research 
director of Mobility Lab, a 
transportation think tank in 
Virginia. He is now working with 
Save Public Forests, a collective 
effort of scientists, researchers, 
ecologists and individuals from 
many organizations, united 
in researching and promoting 
realistic modern-day solutions 
to climate change, forest 
degradation and the biodiversity 
crisis.

A carbon bomb in our Green Mountain National Forest?

OLD GROWTH TREES 
like this one sequester vast 
amounts of CO2, an essential 
function if we are to prevent 
climate disaster. They are also 
threatened by Green Mountain 
National Forest  plans to log 
them as part of the Telephone 
Gap Intergrated Resource 
Project.

Photo courtesy of Howard Jennings
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Bread Loaf View Farm

Open House Weekends
March 18 & 19, 25 & 26

10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
486 Cider Mill Road, Cornwall  |  802-373-7000

    • Chuck Herrmann’s Maple Museum will 
highlight pioneer uses of the forest and early 
conservation methods.
    • Greg Pask updates his research here 
on the farm regarding the winter firefly 
project.
    • Leah & Rachel Klatzker will have their 
So-Full Sisters food trailer, offering maple 
themed food & drinks!

Come walk the sugarwoods trail
and enjoy our springtime tradition!

REMINDER
3rd INSTALLMENT

PROPERTY TAX BILLS ARE DUE
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 2023

Town of Middlebury property taxes are due in the 
Treasurer’s Office on or before Wed., March 15, 2023.

Office Hours:
Wednesday, March 15th, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Staff available by phone, 802-388-8100 ext. 203 or 204, 
or e-mail dstevens@townofmiddlebury.org
 Please allow extra time if you are using

 Bill Pay or mailing your payment,
postmarks are not accepted as timely payment.

For your convenience, there is a secure payment box located 
between the Town Office and the Library.

LEPRECHAUN
FUEL!

260 Court Street,Suite 3
Middlebury, VT

(former location of Olympia Sports)

www.Hare.dog    |    (802) 458-8060

ACSD
(Continued from Page 1A)

unchallenged for Salisbury’s 
lone seat on the ACSD board. 
She succeeds incumbent Jennifer 
Nuceder.

The newly minted school board 
members and their more senior 
colleagues will have no shortage 
of weighty issues to address during 
the next few years and beyond. The 
ACSD board’s partial to-do list 
includes hiring a new superintendent 
and principals for Middlebury 
Union High School and Ripton 
Elementary, crafting a new strategic 
plan to ensure all students have 
equal access to quality education, 
and planning a multi-million-dollar 
bond to bring all nine ACSD school 
buildings up to code.

Whelan-Wuest said in a 
Wednesday morning interview that 
she was thankful for her victory.

“I feel really grateful and humbled 
by the support,” she said, while 
also complimenmting Kramer and 
Taylor for being good candidates.

“The support from voters means 
a lot.”

Whelan-Wuest cited her top 2023 
priorities as being the search for a 
new superintendent, planning for 
a 2024-2025 school budget that 
won’t benefit from any federal 
pandemic-related support and 
making sure students of all abilities 
receive the supports they need. The 
latter priority relates to Vermont’s 

Act 173, which was enacted in 
2018 “to enhance the effectiveness, 
availability, and equity of services 
provided to all students who require 
additional support in Vermont’s 
schools.” This act changes the 
funding for special education 
from a reimbursement model to 
a census-based model, based on 
recommendations from the UVM’s 
“Study of Vermont State Funding 
for Special Education.”

She believes the transition of 
superintendents presents “a perfect 
moment in time” to focus on student 
equity issues such as Act 173.

Buck said she’s “extremely 
humbled and thankful for the 
public’s support… for another 
three-year term on the ACSD 
board.”

She agreed the superintendent 
search will be a top priority for the 
board, along with looking for new 
ways to encourage the community 
to become more involved in its 
school system following the 
worst of the pandemic. Also 
on Buck’s priority list: Mining 
student performance data and 
other statistics to help inform ways 
of boosting success for ACSD 
students of all abilities.

Allen, longtime children’s 
librarian at Middlebury’s Ilsley 
Public Library, thanked voters and 
said she was excited and looked 
forward to serving on the school 

board. She offered the following 
statement:

“There are many issues facing 
the board right now, none with easy 
or clear answers. I hope to dig in 
to work on reviewing our district’s 
use of International Baccalaureate 
(IB), searching out options for 
moving forward on building 
maintenance, and doing all that 
is possible to support our faculty 
and students as kids continue to 
struggle with executive function 
and social emotional skills.”

Efforts to reach Chance were 
unsuccessful as the Independent 
went to press. But his responses to 
a recent candidates’ questionnaire 
revealed some of his views and 
priorities.

Chance, who has worked in 
the information technology field 
since 2003, offered some of the 
following observations in his 
questionnaire responses: “We 
must always balance the needs of 
all students in our district,” and, 
“We need to look at how we’ve 
implemented (the International 
Baccalaureate program) and see 
what’s working and what’s not. We 
need to be open and honest about 
IB’s impact (positive and negative) 
on our students’ success. I believe 
IB could be working better for our 
students.”

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

will begin that work at their March 
14 meeting, as well as choosing a 
new board chair to fill the vacancy 
left by Dawn Griswold, who chose 
not to run for another term. 

“We have not articulated a 
specific plan for trying to recruit 
folks or encouraging folks to submit 
their interests and that’s something I 
think we will need to do,” Siringo 
said. “We will probably do some 
sort of outreach to all of the towns 
to encourage people to run and to do 
this really important service.”

Siringo noted that to her 
knowledge, four seats is the largest 
number the MAUSD board has had 
to fill at one time. Still, she’s feeling 
positively about the work ahead. 

“I think that we’ve been through 
a lot over the past year, and I’m 
hopeful and optimistic that this 
will be a time to kind of regroup 
and work both internally as a 
board at strengthening our internal 
group dynamics, relationships and 
processes, as well as at how we 

engage our community,” Siringo 
said. 

Siringo on Tuesday ran 
unopposed and won another one-
year-term representing Bristol on 
the MAUSD board. This will be 
her final term as a member of the 
MAUSD board, which she plans to 
transition off of next March.  

“I’m grateful to be able to 
have one more year on the board, 
especially helping us to transition 
after Dawn completed a really 
long term of service,” she told 
the Independent on Wednesday 
morning. 

Siringo, who hinted at the last 
board meeting that she would 
consider being chair if the board 
were so inclined, said she’s excited 
about plans for the MAUSD board’s 
work in the year ahead, such as 
developing community working 
groups to tackle issues like facilities 
planning and pre-k and childcare. 

“I think that a collaborative 
working group approach to some 
of these issues is really helpful in 

engaging lots of different voices, 
building trust and finding ways 
for community members to get 
involved,” she said. “When we 
share the work on these issues with 
our community I think it makes the 
work of the board members a little 
less fraught and more collaborative, 
so I am excited about that work.”
LINCOLN EXIT AGREEMENT

In other MAUSD-related action 
on Town Meeting Day, the district’s 
withdrawal agreement with the 
Lincoln School District was 
approved in each of the MAUSD’s 
member towns. That agreement 
includes the property transfer of 
the Lincoln Community School and 
bond. The Lincoln School District 
will also receive a negotiated 
portion of the MAUSD Education 
Reserve Fund, totaling $74,754.

Voters in New Haven narrowly 
approved the withdrawal 
agreement, 151-135. The agreement 
was approved by wider margins in 
Bristol (261-163), Starksboro (169-
24) and Monkton (193-78). 

District voters on Town Meeting 
Day approved a $33,868,900 
MAUSD spending plan for the 
2023-2024 school year, 816-460, 
with all ballots commingled.

Voters in the MAUSD also 
agreed to allow the school board 
to withdraw up to $1.7 million 
from the Capital Reserve Fund in 
order to cover expenses related to 
the ongoing lobby and bathroom 
renovations, 907-358.

 As of June 30, 2022, the balance 
of the district’s capital reserve fund 
was $1,780,118. 

District voters on Town Meeting 
Day also approved Article 9, which 
proposed putting the district’s 
projected fund balance of $438,504 
into the Capital Reserve Fund. The 
tally for that vote was 986-281. 

  

MAUSD
(Continued from Page 1A) By the way

(Continued from Page 1A)
particular aim of the 5TFA is 
to expose children and teens to 
arts and culture, so it will give 
preference to projects that meet 
that goal. Previous recipients 
have included libraries, schools 
seeking support for artists in 
residence or other special events, 
theater programs, and other 
community organizations with 
great ideas in need of funding. 
Applications are due March 
15 and can be downloaded at 
5townfriendsofthearts .org. 
Please apply electronically 
(preferred) to FiveTownFOA@
gmail.com or by mail to 5TFA, ℅ 
Art on Main, 25 Main St., Bristol, 
VT 05443.

Speaking of kids and the arts. 
Get your tickets for “Newsies,” 
the Vergennes Union High School 
musical that will be staged March 
16, 17 and 18 at VUHS. Set in 
turn-of-the century New York City, 
“Newsies” is the tale of Jack Kelly, 
a charismatic newsboy and leader 
of a band of teenaged paper sellers. 
When titans of publishing raise 
distribution prices at the newsboys’ 
expense, Jack rallies newsies from 
across the city to strike against 
the unfair conditions and fight for 
what’s right. We’re told that it’s a 
perfect show for the whole family. 
Tickets for “Newsies” are on sale 
now at showtix4u.com/event-
details/71884.

The Addison County 
Relocalization Network 
(ACORN) has received a 
$22,279 state grant to expand 

its “Prescription CSA” — also 
known as the “Farmacy program” 
— by three weeks and 20 
families. The Farmacy program 
is run in collaboration with 
local health care providers who 
write “produce prescriptions” to 
patients combatting diet-related 
illnesses, such as diabetes and 
heart disease. The free, weekly 
CSA shares are supplied by 
three local farmers. The state 
grant was provided through the 
Vermont Agency of Agriculture, 
Food and Markets’ Local Food 
Purchase Assistance program. 

Attention vendors, shoppers 
and folks looking for a nice way 
to while away an afternoon: The 
Midd Summer Market series will 
return to Middlebury’s Triangle 
Park for consecutive Thursday 
afternoons (3:30-7:30 p.m.) from 
June 1 to early October. Last year’s 
first-ever Midd Summer Market 
proved popular, attracting dozens 
of vendors and folks eager to buy 
fresh produce, crafts, prepared 
food and other items. Organizers 
are reaching out to prospective 
vendors, who will now have the 
choice of becoming members if 
they plan to attend all market days. 
This entails a seasonal $50 fee to 
have the same location in the main 
area, in addition to a $20 weekly fee. 
There will be 25 spots available. 
Non-members will not have a fee, 
but will have a location outside 
the main area and it will be on a 
first-come, first-served basis each 
market day. There will be a $30 
charge per week for non-members. 
The limit for non-members will be 
20 per week. After the applications 
are received and reviewed, you 
will receive a confirmation email, 
and that’s when you’ll be asked for 
your membership fee. Complete 
a vendor application at tinyurl.
com/2pyvs5nr. 

This year’s Brendon P. Cousino 
Med47 Foundation benefit sale 
in the New Haven Town Hall 
brought in $6,600 — money that 
will pay for scholarships for 
students interested in emergency 
response careers and much-
needed resources for area rescue 
squads. The $6,600 in proceeds 
is a record for what is an annual 
fundraiser for the organization. 
Organizers thank the community 
for their ongoing support.

Average gasoline prices in 
Vermont have fallen by 2.6 cents 
per gallon during the past week, 
averaging $3.40 per gallon right 
now, according to GasBuddy’s 
survey of 626 stations in Vermont. 
Prices in Vermont are 9.6 cents 
per gallon lower than a month 
ago and 64.8 cents lower than a 
year ago. According to GasBuddy, 
the cheapest station in Vermont is 
$3.15, the most expensive is $3.6. 
The national average is $3.36 per 
gallon. 

Hannaford Supermarket in 
Middlebury throughout the 
month of March is supporting 
the Dolly Parton imagination 
Library Program, sponsored by 
Addison County Readers. Please 
check out the book offerings on 
the table near the EXIT door 
at Hannaford’s, located in The 
Centre shopping plaza off Court 
Street Extension. All proceeds 
will go directly to Addison 
County Readers. If you have 
books to donate for this table, 
contact Dinah Bain at cdbain@
gmavt.net to arrange to get the 
books to Hannaford’s. They must 
be adult fiction books in excellent 
condition. Or you may contact 
the organization through the 
website addisoncountyreaders.
org.

Checking
the details

SALISBURY’S TOWN 
MEETING at the elementary 
school on Saturday drew 
around 40 people. Above, 
Kris Andrews stands to make 
a point while Heidi Willis, 
left, and Janet Mosurick keep 
an eye on the proceedings. 
Right, Fire Chief Ryan Emilio 
reads a passage from the 
town report.

Independent photos/Steve James
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Addison
ADDISON — Addison voters 

in Tuesday Australian balloting 
decided a contested race for the Tri-
Town Water District; approved all 
proposed town spending measures, 
including an investment in the 
town’s website; and returned a 
couple incumbents to office. 

In the only contested race, 
incumbent Tri-Town Water District 
Commissioner Steve Kayhart 
turned back challenger Geoffrey 
Grant, 159-79, for a three-year 
term.

Returning to office without 
opposition were longtime 
Selectboard Member Rob Hunt and 
Addison Northwest School Board 
Member Amy Kittredge, both for 
another three years. 

The selectboard’s request 
for $649,533.70 for non-road 
spending, an amount up by about 
$60,000 from a year ago, won 
residents’ backing by 191-66. 

Residents approved by a 202-
56 margin a smaller increase of 
about $17,000 in road spending to 
$911,054. 

They also supported spending 
$5,000 for professional maintenance 
of the town’s website (addisonvt.
net), by a vote of 186-67.

All 18 nonprofit requests were 
also backed in individual votes. 
Most notable among the requests 
were $10,000 from the Town Line 
First Response Squad and $30,162 
from the Bixby Library. 

Addison in commingled 
balloting also joined residents in 
Panton, Ferrisburgh, Vergennes 
and Waltham in backing a roughly 
13% increase in ANWSD spending 
to roughly $25.3 million. The 
budget preserves existing programs 
and adds a couple jobs, notably 
a middle school principal and a 
new Vergennes Union Elementary 
School administrator.

Officials said higher costs for 
salaries, health insurance, energy, 
transportation, property and liability 

insurance, and the Hannaford 
Career Center budget are major 
factors driving spending up. 

Because of increased state 
funding for education, that higher 
spending will require only a 1.56-
cent increase to the district tax rate 
to support it.

But due to higher property 
values, ANWSD communities 
have seen their Common Levels 
of Appraisals (CLAs) plummet 
by between roughly 5 and 12%, 
and because of those lower CLAs 
towns’ tax rates are expected to rise 
substantially.

In Addison it means an increase 
of about 23.6 cents in the residential 
school tax rate to an estimated 
$1.8549 per $100 of assessed value, 
according to ANWSD estimates. 
Those estimates are based on 
current information. About two-
thirds of homeowners pay school 
taxes based on their incomes and 
are not likely to feel the full impact 
of the increase. 

Brandon
BRANDON — In one of the few 

contested selectboard races in the 
area on Town Meeting Day, two 
Brandon incumbents retained their 
seats while a relative newcomer 
managed to win a seat occupied 
by someone appointed after a 
resignation. 

Incumbent Brian Coolidge 
fended off a challenge from 
Marielle Blais to retain his seat for 
another three-year term, 673 to 364. 
Incumbent and Board Chair Seth 
Hopkins kept his seat for another 
one-year term, with 716 votes. Both 
men have been on the selectboard 
for many years. The newcomer to 
the board is Cecil Reniche-Smith, 
who is also a relative newcomer 
to Brandon itself, having moved 
here only a few years ago. She took 
Ralph Ethier’s seat with 555 votes 
to his 456. 

Ethier was appointed to his seat 
by the selectboard in controversial 
proceedings after the resignation 
of Michael Markowski last year. 
Blais and Reniche-Smith had also 
applied for that vacancy.

Reniche-Smith said she was 
“humbled and honored to have 
earned the trust and confidence of 
Brandon voters.”

The composition of the 
selectboard may soon change 
again, however, since Hopkins 
has applied to be Brandon town 
manager, a post recently vacated 
by David Atherton, who now holds 
the same position in Pittsford. 
If Hopkins gets the job, he will 
vacate his selectboard seat. A new 
town manager won’t be hired 
before April.

Other winners at Brandon’s 
polls:

• Bill Moore earned a year as 
Town Moderator.

• Sue Gage won re-election as 
Town Clerk and Town Treasurer.

• Tanner Romano won re-
election to a three-year term as a 
Trustee of Public Funds.

• Jeff Haylon got the nod as a 
Brandon library trustee.

Voters also approved, 724-372, 
a town budget of $3,346,150, of 
which $2,737,260 will be raised by 
property taxes and the remainder 
by non-tax revenues.  

All appropriations on the ballot 
were approved, including $25,000 
for the American Legion, $82,580 
for the Brandon Area Rescue 
Squad, $92,000 for the Brandon 
Free Public Library, and $13,500 
for the Brandon Senior Center.

Also on that Tuesday, Brandon 
residents voted on a proposed 
Otter Valley Unified Union 
School District spending plan of 
$24,174,395, which will result in 
education spending of $18,629 per 
equalized pupil — 9.27% higher 
than spending for the current year. 
Across the six towns in the district 
— Brandon, Goshen, Leicester, 
Pittsford, Whiting and Sudbury — 
residents voted 755 in favor, 701 
opposed.

Winning seats on the OVUUS 
school board where Kevin Thornton 
in Brandon, Fernanda Canales in 

Goshen, Brett Mullins in Pittsford 
and two at-large candidates, Brent 
Scarborough and Paul Lathrop. An 
open seat in Leicester did not earn 
enough write-in votes (10) to gain a 
winning candidate.

There are 2,830 registered voters 
in Brandon. 1,117 voters submitted 
a ballot, either at the polls or by 
absentee ballot. A total of 825 
absentee ballots were returned.

(See Bridport, Page 12A)

Bridport
BRIDPORT — Bridport 

residents on Town Meeting Day 
helped re-elect Suzanne Buck to 
another three-year term on the 
Addison Central School District 
board, and passed all the financial 
requests at their annual meeting.

Buck defeated Hildie Stone, 
1,207-816, in the race for Bridport’s 
lone ACSD board seat. 

In all, five seats were up for 
grabs on the ACSD board, and all 
candidates were elected at-large by 
voters in the district-member towns 
of Bridport, Cornwall, Middlebury, 

CHRIS KRAMER OF Cornwall appears to be right at home in the midst of Monday’s Shoreham town 
meeting. Kramer, who was a candidate for the Addison Central School District Board, was in Shoreham 
to introduce himself to residents who would have the opportunity to vote for him the next day.

Independent photo/John S. McCright

PRESTON TURNER, IN the red parka, has his say during the 
Salisbury town meeting Saturday; next to him Jim Andrew gives his 
full attention. 

Independent photo/Steve James
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tel (802) 388-6300  |  fax (802) 989-7569
email info@marbletrail.com

5 Court Street, 2nd Floor, Middlebury VT 05753

Marble Trail Financial is 
pleased to welcome
Amy Coogler to our team as 
Senior Tax Accountant!
Amy Coogler is a Certified 
Public Accountant (CPA) with 
a Master’s in Accountancy 
and brings over a decade 
of experience in public 
accounting to the team. 
Most recently working as 
a Senior Tax Manager at 
PricewaterhouseCoopers, LLP, 
she advised clients on income 
tax matters for various legal entity types, and tax preparation 
for a client base spanning various industries including 
consumer retail, software, and life sciences. Amy will draw 
on that experience to focus on Marble Trail’s business clients. 
She looks forward to serving her clients as their trusted 
advisor and utilizing her passion for making taxes a little less 
painful.

All Clinics are open to all residents of any town. Dogs and cats only. 
For the safety of all, dogs should be leashed and cats in carriers. 
You should bring paper proof of previous rabies vaccination(s). 

$20 per vaccine  CASH only - exact change appreciated

2023 Area RABIES CLINICS

Sponsored by Bristol Animal Hospital, Champlain Valley Small
Animal Mobile Vet and  Valleywide Veterinary Services

Please bring cash - cards and checks will not be accepted.

Goshen - Goshen Town Office Sat. March 11, 10 AM-12 PM
Lincoln - Lincoln Town Office  Sat. March 11, 10-11 AM
Monkton - Monkton Fire Department Wed. March 15, 5:30-7 PM 
Leicester - Leicester Town Office Tues. March 21, 5-6 PM 
Salisbury - Salisbury Town Office Tues. March 21, 6:15-7:15 PM
Bridport - Bridport Fire Station Wed. March 22, 5-7 PM
Whiting - Whiting Fire Station Thurs. March 23, 5:30-6:30 PM 
Orwell - Orwell Fire Station Fri. March 24, 5-7 PM
New Haven - Town Office Sat. March 25, 9-11 AM
Bristol  -  Bristol Animal Hospital  Tues. March 28, 5:30-7 PM 
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Private and semiprivate lessons.
middleburysnowbowl.com

JUST FOR YOU.

Ripton, Salisbury, Shoreham and 
Weybridge.

In other ACSD board races on 
Tuesday:

• Ellen Whelan-Wuest was 
picked to serve the final year of a 
term recently vacated by former 
Cornwall ACSD rep. Peter Conlon. 
Whelan-Wuest was the top vote-
getter with 1,143 tallies. Chris 
Kramer, with 589 votes, and Jeffrey 
Taylor, with 392 tallies, finished out 
of the running.

• Tricia Allen and Jason Chance 
earned voter approval to fill two 
seats representing Middlebury on 
the 13-member panel, succeeding 
incumbents Mary Gill and Victoria 
Jette, both of whom chose not to 
seek re-election. Allen topped the 
field with 1,288 tallies, and Chance 
made the cut with 1,108. Middlebury 
candidates Ron Makleff (650) 
and Laura Harthman (521 votes) 
finished out of the running.

• Ellie Romp was unchallenged 
for Salisbury’s lone seat on the 
ACSD board. Romp succeeds 
incumbent Jennifer Nuceder, who 
chose not to seek re-election.

There were no contested 
municipal elections in Bridport 
this year. Tim Howlett and Drexel 
Wheeler ran unopposed for terms 
of three and two years, respectively, 
on the town selectboard.

Bridport residents helped pass, by 
an 1889 to 465 margin, a fiscal year 
2024 ACSD budget of $42,269,305, 
which represents a 7.2% increase in 
education spending and an 8.1% 
hike in the cost per equalized pupil. 
The budget is expected to create a 
new education property tax rate of 
$1.77 per $100 of property value in 
Bridport — representing an increase 
of 6 cents compared to this year.

Residents at their annual 
gathering on Tuesday passed, by 
voice vote, all items on the warning, 
including:

• A fiscal year 2024 highway 
budget of $1,204,843, which is 
around $105,000 more than this 
year’s spending plan.

• And FY24 general fund request 
of $342,043, around $20,000 more 
than this year’s $322,380 spending 
plan.

• A series of 27 separate financial 
requests, totaling $65,158, from 
various nonprofits (and the local 
fire department) that serve Bridport 
citizens.

(Bridport continued
from Page 11A)

Bristol
BRISTOL — On Town 

Meeting Day, Bristol selectboard 
incumbents John “Peeker” 
Heffernan (two-year-term) and 

Michelle Perlee (three-year-
term) won re-election. Both ran 
unopposed. 

In other uncontested races for 
town offices, Bruce Nason won 
another one-year-term as first 
constable and Jennifer Wagner 
won another one-year-term as 
town moderator. 

Krista Siringo won another one-
year-term on the Mount Abraham 
Unified School District Board. 
A race for one of Bristol’s other 
MAUSD board seats, formerly 
held by Kris Pearsall, drew no 
candidates and no residents 
received enough votes to win a 
successful write-in campaign. The 
Bristol selectboard will now work 
with the MAUSD board to appoint 
someone to the seat for a one-year-
term. 

Bristol voters on Town Meeting 
Day also approved the MAUSD’s 
withdrawal agreement with the 
Lincoln School District, 261-163. 
The withdrawal agreement was 
also OK’d in the MAUSD’s three 
other member towns. 

Residents that live in the Bristol 
Police District (primarily the 
village) voted 191-72 in favor of a 
$599,348 law enforcement budget 
for the coming year. That’s an 
increase of $94,769, or 18.8%, with 
$456,181 to be raised by taxes.

Bristol voters, along with 
other voters in the MAUSD, also 

approved a $33,868,900 spending 
plan for the 2023-2024 school 
year, 812-460, with all ballots 
commingled. The proposed plan 
reflects $22,914.77 in spending 
per equalized pupil, an increase of 
$3,088.40, or 15.52%. 

District voters also agreed to 
authorize the school board to 
transfer up to $1.7 million from 
the Capital Reserve Fund to the 
district’s general fund to cover 

expenses related to the ongoing 
lobby and bathroom renovations 
at Mount Abraham Union High 
School, 907-358. 

About 75 residents showed up at 
Town Meeting and voted from the 
floor to approve: 

• $1,113,885 in General Fund 
spending, an increase of $156,460, 
or 16.3%, with $923,306 to be 
raised in taxes.

• $894,658 in Public Works/

Highway spending, an increase of 
$63,888, or 7.7%, with $744,486 to 
be raised in taxes.

• $349,269 for the Arts, Parks, 
and Recreation Department budget, 
up $28,723, or around 9%, with 
$250,469 to be raised in taxes.

• $146,381 for 30 appropriations 
to nonprofit organizations, a 6.4% 
increase.

Cornwall
CORNWALL — Cornwall 

residents on Tuesday helped decide 
a three-way race for Cornwall’s 
lone seat on the Addison Central 
School District board and passed 
all of the financial requests on their 
2023 town meeting warning.

ACSD voters elected Ellen 
Whelan-Wuest to serve the final 
year on the term recently vacated by 
former Cornwall ACSD Rep. Peter 
Conlon. Whelan-Wuest was the 
top vote-getter in at-large voting in 
the seven-town district, garnering 
1,143 tallies. Chris Kramer, with 
589 votes, and Jeffrey Taylor, 
with 392 tallies, finished out of the 
running.

In all, five seats were up for 
grabs on the ACSD board, and all 
candidates were elected at-large by 
voters in the district-member towns 
of Bridport, Cornwall, Middlebury, 
Ripton, Salisbury, Shoreham and 
Weybridge.

In other ACSD board races on 
Tuesday:

• Tricia Allen and Jason Chance 
earned voter approval to fill two 
seats representing Middlebury on 
the 13-member panel, succeeding 
incumbents Mary Gill and Victoria 
Jette, both of whom chose not 
to seek re-election. Allen topped 
the field with 1,288 tallies, and 
Chance made the cut with 1,108. 

Middlebury candidates Ron 
Makleff (650) and Laura Harthman 
(521 votes) finished out of the 
running.

• Suzanne Buck was sent to 
serve another three-year term on 
the board representing Bridport. 
She defeated challenger Hildie 
Stone, 1,207-816, for that seat. 

• Ellie Romp was unchallenged 
for Salisbury’s lone seat on the 
ACSD board. Romp succeeds 
incumbent Jennifer Nuceder, who 
chose not to seek re-election.

There were no other contested 
elections on the Cornwall ballot. 
Incumbent selectboard members 
Brian Kemp and Tanya Byker had 
no challengers for terms of three 
years and two years, respectively.

Cornwall Town Clerk Sue 
Johnson reported all articles on the 
community’s Saturday, March 4, 
town meeting warning passed by 
resounding voice votes. Winning 
voter approval were:

• A proposed 2023-2024 general 
fund request of $535,400, up 
from this year’s spending plan of 
$505,072, or 6%.

• An FY’24 highway fund 
request of $535,150, up from this 
year’s ask of $476,100, or 11%.

• $67,950 to support their local 
fire department.

• $4,000 for the Cornwall Free 
Public Library.

• $34,445 to support a variety 
of Addison County nonprofits that 
serve Cornwall residents.

Cornwall residents helped 
pass, by an 1,889 to 465 margin, 
a fiscal year 2024 ACSD budget 
of $42,269,305, which represents 
a 7.2% increase in education 
spending and an 8.1% hike in 
the cost per equalized pupil. The 
budget is expected to create a 
new education property tax rate 
of $1.63 per $100 of property 
value in Cornwall — representing 
a decrease of 9 cents compared to 
this year.

Ferrisburgh

(See Ferrisburgh, Page 13A)

FERRISBURGH — Ferrisburgh 
voters didn’t decide any contested 
races for office on March 7, 
but have a new member of the 
selectboard to replace Chair 
Jessica James, who stepped down 
after five years of service.

Town planner and lister Walter 
Reed ran unopposed for a two-year 
term to replace James; he will 
step down as a lister. Multi-term 
selectboard incumbent Jim Benoit 
was also on the ballot and earned 
another three years. 

Also running unopposed and 
returning to office were two 
incumbent Addison Northwest 
School District (ANWSD) board 
members.: Erica Andrus a one-
year term, and Chris Kayhart, the 
current board vice-chair, to a three-
year term. 

At town meeting on Saturday, 
March 4, at Ferrisburgh Central 
School, residents made a number 
of decisions by voice vote.

They supported the selectboard’s 
proposed $2,455,992 of town 

THERE WERE MANY empty seats in the MUHS auditorium for Middlebury’s first in-person annual town meeting in three years. Around 100 
people attended — roughly half of what the annual gathering usually draws. The COVID-19 pandemic was undoubtedly a factor in the light 
turnout.

Independent photo/John Flowers

MARK MULQUEEN STANDS to ask a question during the Lincoln 
annual town meeting held at Burnham Hall on Monday. 

Independent photo/Marin Howell
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MON-FRI 8-5, SAT 8-12  
OR BY APPOINTMENT

18 CREEK RD, MIDDLEBURY, VT

(802) 458-8999  

B r a d f o r d K i t c h e n A n d B a t h . c o m

When the time came to redo the kitchen and two bathrooms in 
our 200 year old house, we found Brad and Connie at Bradford 
Kitchen & Bath. After getting the run around alternating from 

other designers we could not have been more pleased. Brad had great 
ideas, did a design as quick as you please, got the project under way 

and stayed on top of the construction project until the end. While there 
are always bumps in the road in a project as big as this, Brad was always 
responsive and made sure that everything was done right in the end. We 
cannot recommend him enough. We love our renovation and 

our new kitchen and bathrooms.
 — Seth L. of Shoreham

• KITCHEN & BATH DESIGN
• PLUMBING FIXTURES

• CABINETRY & COUNTERTOPS
• HARDWARE & MORE!

spending for the 2023-2024 
Fiscal Year. Including $37,494 of 
nonprofit donations also backed by 
voters, town spending is projected 
to increase by around $90,000, or 
3.8%.

Among budget drivers are 
higher costs for the highway 
department, liability insurance, 
the town’s share of Vergennes 
Fire Department spending, and a 
$20,000 “personnel contingency” 
that could be used if the town 
needs to increase the hours and 
benefits to find a new treasurer to 
replace retiring Deb Healey. 

Town Clerk and Assistant 
Treasurer Pam Cousino estimated 
with an offset from anticipated 
growth in the town’s grand list, the 
higher spending could add about 
1.5 cents to municipal portion of 
the town’s tax rate, raising it to 
roughly 36 cents. 

Voters also said “aye” to the 
selectboard’s request to purchase 
a grader for $324,000, but that 
expense won’t affect the tax rate 
this year. The board plans to use 
$200,000 of the town’s American 
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funding 
and $15,000 from the town 
highway department’s truck fund 
toward that purchase, leaving 
taxpayers to foot the $110,000 
balance, with payments starting in 
the next fiscal year.

Ferrisburgh joined Addison, 
Panton, Vergennes and Waltham 
residents in supporting an 
ANWSD spending plan that 
called for a roughly 13% spending 
increase of about $3 million, to 
about $25.3 million. It preserves 
existing programs and adds a 
couple of jobs, notably a middle 
school principal. 

Officials said higher costs 
for salaries, health insurance, 
energy, transportation, property 
and liability insurance, and the 
Hannaford Career Center budget 
are major factors driving the 
increase. 

Because of increased state 
funding for education, that higher 

(Ferrisburgh continued
from Page 12A)

spending will require only a 1.56-
cent increase to the district tax rate 
to support it.

But due to higher property values, 
the five ANWSD communities 
have seen their Common Levels 
of Appraisals (CLAs) plummet by 
roughly 5-12%, and those lower 
CLAs are expected to drive school 
tax rates higher.

In Ferrisburgh it means an 
increase of about 17 cents in the 
residential school tax rate, from 
about $1.5963 to roughly $1.77, 
according to ANWSD estimates. 
Those estimates are based on 
current information. The roughly 
two-thirds of homeowners who 
pay property taxes based on their 
incomes will not feel the full 
impact of the increase.

Goshen
GOSHEN — Interest in civic 

participation was high in Goshen 
this week as both Monday’s town 
meeting and Tuesday’s Australian 
ballot voting saw many citizens 
taking part.

Monday evening’s meeting drew 
59 citizens and several visitors. 
Assistant Town Clerk Marci Hayes 
said people seemed to appreciate 
having a large video monitor at 
the front of the room showing the 
wording of each article as it was 
discussed. They also appreciated 
the cookies, cannoli, sandwich 
wraps and drinks provided on a 
table festooned with an attractive 
red tablecloth and flags.

During the two-and-a-half-
hour meeting, there was a lot of 
talk on Monday about civility, 
which seemed important after two 
selectboard members resigned 
during the past year, citing uncivil 
behavior as the reason.

One of the longer discussions 
Monday was about  the security 
camera in the town office. The 
selectboard had removed the 
camera because a private contractor 
had access to the video and board 

member Thomasina Magoon 
said that private individual could 
potentially delete incriminating 
evidence. Two citizens said there 
was precedence for illegal activity 
in the office and there was a need 
for a security camera. Board 
member Bill Mathis has said the 
board is working to get a security 
camera back in the office. 

When it came time to discuss 
whether the town would offer 
garbage, recycling and food-waste 
collection, Jeff Cathcart noted 
Goshen is the only town in Vermont 
that has curbside pickup that is 
financed by taxpayers. Curbside 
pickup will be a one-year contract 
that is up for renewal annually. The 
town voted in favor of maintaining 
curbside pickup, paid for by taxes. 

Voters at the meeting agreed to 
appropriate $4,000 to fund town 
hall renovations. Then they added 

$4K to the warned amount for 
general expenses and approved a 
town budget of $248,163.

There was little discussion 
on the proposed $176,500 road 
budget, and it passed by voice vote.

Turnout for Tuesday’s ballot 
voting was the highest it’s been in 
15 years, Town Clerk Rosemary 
McKinnon said. There were 119 
ballots cast out of 165 registered 
voters. The closest race was for a 
selectboard seat, with incumbent 
Tammy Walsh earning 65 votes to 
53 for Marci Hayes. Also on the 
ballot, Hayes earned 71 votes for 
constable, while Shawn Martin 
got 36 write-ins.  In the other 
selectboard race, incumbent Bill 
Mathis defeated former selectman 

David McKinnon, 72-45. Nadine 
Reed won a spot as an auditor and 
she has a spot on the cemetery 
commission, but she’ll have to give 
up one of those, because the rules 
say one person can’t do both.

Also on that Tuesday, Goshen 
residents joined folks in Brandon, 
Leicester, Pittsford, Whiting 
and Sudbury in approving the 
proposed Otter Valley Unified 
Union School District spending 
plan of $24,174,395, which passed 
755-701. Winning seats on the 
OVUUS school board where 
Fernanda Canales in Goshen, 
Kevin Thornton in Brandon, 
Brett Mullins in Pittsford and 
two at-large candidates, Brent 
Scarborough and Paul Lathrop. An 

open seat in Leicester did n’t earn 
enough write-in votes (10) to gain 
a winning candidate.

Editor’s note: Will Ross of the 
Brandon Reporter contributed to 
this report.

Granville

(See Granville, Page 14A)

GRANVILLE — Democracy 
was alive at the Granville town 
meeting Tuesday evening. 
Residents, who vote for everything 
at the annual gathering rather 
than by Australian ballot, saw a 
contested election for a thee-year 

GOSHEN SELECTBOARD MEMBERS William Mathis, left, Tammy Walsh and Thomasina Magoon on the dais join the crowd at the tiny 
town’s  annual meeting Monday evening in looking to the speaker during a two-and-a-half-hour gathering.

 Photo by Will Ross/Brandon Reporter
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term on the selectboard to replace 
Jennifer Stickney, who chose not to 
run. Danial Sargeant and Kenneth 
Beattie were both nominated, and a 
paper ballot was taken. Beattie got 
24 votes and won over Sargeant’s 
18.

The rest of the meeting was less 
surprising.

The town budget, which was 
warned at $388,304 (almost 
3% higher than last year), was 
approved.

Also approved as warned were: 
• Transferring the highway 

surplus to Highway Capital 
Investment Fund.

• Increasing the Highway Capital 
Investment Fund by $6,000 for 
road paving.

• Increasing the Municipal 
Building Investment Fund by 
$5,000 for painting.

• Appropriating $500 to the 
Corner School Resource Center.

Other town officers elected were:
• Moderator: Roger Stauss.
• Second Auditor: Kellie 

Eckroth.
• Second Constable: Jeffrey 

Lumbra.
• Delinquent Tax Collector: 

Nancy Needham.
• Second Cemetery 

Commissioner: Scott Sargeant.

(Granville continued
from Page 13A)

Hancock
HANCOCK — Voters in 

Hancock could have used a 
$90,326 windfall of sorts to give 
themselves a tax break at Tuesday 
morning’s town meeting, but they 
decided instead to spend the money 
to pay off an outstanding loan that 
had funded the fire department.

Here’s how it came about. 
Hancock discovered in the past 
year that it had $90,326 in a money 
market account that was unspoken 
for. The money market was set 
up in the mid-1990s to accept 
state funds and grants, and over 

the years some of that money was 
transferred to other town accounts 
but not properly recorded. 

After making sure that none of 
the money was owed to outside 
contractors, the auditor suggested 
moving it to the General Fund, 
which the selectboard put on the 
town meeting warning asking 
citizens if they would move that 
$90,326 to the General Fund for the 
purpose of lowering taxes.

When the article came up in the 
town hall meeting, residents started 
brainstorming other ways they 
could use the money instead of to 
lower taxes for one year.

Richard Andrews suggested 
that the town could need the 
money for a reappraisal. Jeannette 
Bair wondered about energy 
efficiency measures the town 

could implement. Jim Leno steps 
aside from his role as moderator 
to speak as voter and address 
suggestions to use the money for 
energy-efficiency alternatives or 
paying down loans incurred to pay 
for Tropical Storm Irene recovery 
and for building a new fire station; 
he said it would make this money 
a long-term benefit, not just a one-
time event. 

After a bit more discussion, the 
vote was called and 15 residents 
voted no — they would not use the 
money to cut taxes this year, and 5 
voted yes.

So an immediate tax break was 
out. Derek Dzhugashvili moved 
that the town use the money market 
fund to pay off the fire department 
loan, which was around $87,000, 
with the balance going into the 

Capital Building Maintenance 
Fund. The motion carried.

The money, of course, was not 
really a one-time windfall for 
taxpayers, since it was accumulated 
from tax money that was collected 
over the past two and half decades.

The big-ticket item on the 
agenda was the town budget, 
which was warned at $415,160 
to cover municipal and road 
expenses. There was discussion 
about amending it to cover 
appropriations made earlier in 
the meeting. Then Jake Twitchell 
asked how paying off the fire 
department loan would affect the 
overall budget and it was decided 
that a $15,000 payment would 
be canceled. So the town budget 
was amended to $406,949.54 and 
voters approved it.

On the personnel front, Scott 
Gillette was reelected to a three-
year term on the selectboard, and 
Dan Perera got a year as road 
commissioner.

In addition, Perera informed 
the voters that the selectboard had 
approved cannabis sales in town, 
but there will need to be a town 
vote and then state approval. And 
Stacey Peters reminded voters 
about the annual school vote on 
May 9. 

Leicester

Lincoln

(See Lincoln, Page 15A)

LINCOLN — On Town Meeting 
Day, Lincoln residents decided a 
four-way contested for an open seat 
on the town’s selectboard, formerly 
held by longtime incumbent Oakley 
Smith. Conor McDonough won 
the two-year term with 136 votes, 
beating out Dennis Filion (83 
votes), Jacob Peirce (64 votes) and 
Joe Martell (41 votes). 

“I’m just very excited to be able 
to give back to my community and 
to hopefully start a trend of younger 

LEICESTER — Voters in 
Leicester seemed to be in an 
agreeable mood in Town Meeting 
Day voting. They approved 
everything on the warning by 
comfortable margins.

The largest dollar-value item 
on the ballot also was the item 
that passed with the largest vote 
total — the town budget. Leicester 
residents voted 150-24 in favor 
of spending of $798,562 for town 
expenses, which represents an 
increase of $36,296, or 4.8%, from 
the figure approved last year. The 
meeting warning broke out that 
proposed spending at $330,972 
for general town spending and 
$467,590 for roads. 

Despite that hike in spending, 
the projected property taxes would 
actually slide almost $5,000, or 
1%, to $590,319. 

Voters also approved donating 
$1,000 apiece to the Addison 
County Economic Development 
Corp. and Turning Point Center of 
Addison County. They both earned 
138 yes votes, which was about 
100 more than the nays.

The only thing that could be 
called contentious was a petitioned 
item that asked voters to approve 
or deny the town authority to spend 
town funds to the Otter Creek 
Watershed Insect Control District 
(formerly the BLSG) to spay for 
mosquitoes — the petition didn’t 
specify an amount that could be 

spent. There was ample discussion 
on this article at Monday night’s 
in-person informational meeting. 
But when it came to voting, 131 
residents said yes and 45 said no.

A slate of incumbents won 
uncontested elections for town 
office. They included John Rouse 
and Tom Barker winning three- 
and two-year seats on the Leicester 
selectboard, respectively. Town 
Clerk and Treasurer Julie Delphia 
was returned to those positions 
for three years. Beth Ripley got 
a one-year term as delinquent tax 
collector.

Also on that Tuesday, Leicester 
voters weighed in on a proposed 
Otter Valley Unified Union 
School District spending plan of 
$24,174,395, which will result in 
education spending of $18,629 per 
equalized pupil — 9.27% higher 
than spending for the current year. 
Across the six towns in the district 
— Brandon, Goshen, Leicester, 
Pittsford, Sudbury and Whiting — 
residents voted 755 in favor, 701 
opposed.

Winning seats on the OVUUS 
school board where Kevin Thornton 
in Brandon, Fernanda Canales in 
Goshen, Brett Mullins in Pittsford 
and two at-large candidates, Brent 
Scarborough and Paul Lathrop. An 
open seat in Leicester did not earn 
enough write-in votes (10) to gain 
a winning candidate.

DURING MONDAY’S TOWN meeting, Shoreham Town Clerk Julie Ortuno explains to residents what she 
likes about her job and why it is so complicated. After 10 years as clerk, she is retiring, but committed to 
stay long enough to train a replacement.

Independent photo/John S. McCright
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WE’RE HIRING!
DIRECTOR OF PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

ACCT, Addison County’s leading nonprofit affordable housing developer 
and manager, is seeking a Director of Property Management (DPM) to lead 
our portfolio of over 750 units of permanently affordable housing, including 
apartments, mobile home parks, and shared equity homes. The DPM is re-

sponsible for overseeing all aspects of property operations, including leasing 
and compliance, maintenance and capital needs, capital planning, mobile 
home park management, cost controls, lease enforcement, and monitor-

ing the financial performance of the portfolio.  Bachelor’s degree required, 
property management experience preferred. Strong management, supervi-

sory, and technology skills are musts. Send cover letter and resume to elise@
addisontrust.org. EOE.

STAFF ACCOUNTANT
Immediate opening for a full-time Staff Accountant.  Reporting to the Fi-
nance Director, the Staff Accountant is a critical member of the Finance 

Team supporting ACCT’s organizational finances as well as financial man-
agement for approx. two dozen affordable housing entities including 

apartments and mobile home parks.  The Staff Accountant is responsible 
for ACCT’s internal financial reporting which includes cash disbursements, 
cash receipts, general ledger entries, and bank reconciliations.  At least 2-4 
years of accounting experience required; a Bachelor’s degree in Account-

ing is strongly preferred.  Must be detail oriented, self-directed and capable 
of working independently and efficiently in a fast-paced team setting. The 
position may be required to work extra hours from time to time to meet fi-

nancial statement and audit deadlines. ACCT offers a competitive salary and 
benefit package.  Email resume with cover letter to jobs@addisontrust.org.  

Position open until filled.  EOE.

MAINTENANCE TECHNICIAN
Addison County Community Trust is seeking a full-time Maintenance Tech-

nician for our affordable residential properties in Middlebury and Vergennes. 
Individual must be able to perform maintenance & repair work, respond 

at odd hours, work within budgets & time constraints & maintain records.  
High School + minimum 3 years related experience, reliable transportation & 
insurance, valid driver’s license, clean driving record, your own hand tools & 

ability to move appliances & lift up to 100Ibs up or down stairs.  Send resume 
to: PO Box 156 Vergennes, VT 05491 or kurt@addisontrust.org. EOE.

ABOUT ACCT
ACCT is the Addison County’s largest affordable housing provider with over 750 permanently af-

fordable homes and a growing portfolio that includes apartments, single-family homes, and mobile 
homes. We are seeking dedicated team members in support of our mission to ensure every resident 
of Addison County has access to a safe, quality, and affordable place to call home. Learn more about 

our job openings at www.addisontrust.org/careers 
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individuals getting involved within 
their community,” McDonough 
told the Independent on Wednesday 
morning. “I’m happy to have won 
and am grateful that the town picked 
me over the other great candidates. 
I will do my best to serve them 
dutifully.” 

Also on Town Meeting Day, 
selectboard incumbents Bill 
Finger (three-year-term) and Tim 
McGowan (three-year-term) both 
were unopposed in their re-election 
bids. In other uncontested races 
for town offices, Sally Ober won 
another one-year-term as town 
clerk, Todd Goodyear won another 
one-year-term as town moderator 
and Matt Collins won a one-year-
term as first constable. 

Around 65 Lincoln residents 
packed Burnham Hall for the 
town’s annual meeting on Monday, 
March 6. 

After a brief presentation from the 
selectboard and some discussion, 
voters approved $450,732 in general 
fund spending and $1,137604 in 
highway spending for the upcoming 
fiscal year. The general fund 
budget saw a surprising decrease 
in spending of $45,693, or 9.2%, 
while the highway fund represented 
an increase of 6.4%.

Lincoln residents also agreed to 
deposit $175,000 into the town’s 
Paving Reserve Fund, the same 
amount as the previous year.

Spirited discussion followed the 
reading of Article 8, which asked 
voters whether the town should 
spend $10,000 for contracted 
law enforcement services. Some 
residents expressed support for 
the proposal, intended to address 
speeding on Lincoln roads, while 
others suggested the money be 
put toward other methods of 
encouraging drivers to adhere to the 
speed limit. 

After much discussion and an 
unsuccessful request to vote on the 
matter by paper ballot, the article 
was shot down by voters in a voice 
vote.

(Lincoln continued
from Page 14A)

Also at the annual town meeting, 
residents signed off on $44,000 
for the Lincoln Library, as well as 
26 voted appropriations totaling 
$41,860, an increase of 1.2%.

In other Town Meeting news, 
the towns of Bristol, Starksboro, 
Monkton and New Haven voted 
to grant Lincoln the ability to 
withdraw from the MAUSD 
district. That means the Lincoln 
School District will hold its annual 
meeting on April 11, during which 
voters will be asked to approve the 
school district budget, elect school 
board members and authorize the 
creation of a reserve fund to hold 
$74,754 the Lincoln School District 
is set to receive through its financial 
exit agreement with MAUSD.

Also during the Lincoln School 
District’s annual meeting, voters 
authorized spending the balance of 
privately-raised funds in the town’s 
School District Transition Fund. The 
school district has raised more than 
$90,000 to cover the one-time costs 
of forming an independent school 
district, which include legal fees, 
consultants and the recruitment and 
hiring of central office staff.

 

Middlebury
MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 

residents on Town Meeting Day 
agreed to bond for a new $3.5 
million water holding tank; revised 
their town charter; switched their 
tax-collection schedule; helped 
decide some competitive school 
board races and passed all financial 
requests on their warning.

The request for a $3.5 million 
municipal water holding tank 
passed by a 948-102 margin 
in Australian ballot voting on 
Tuesday. Residents at their annual 
gathering on Monday (see related 
story) had already agreed to use 
$1 million from the town’s local 
option tax surplus fund to help 
finance the $3.5 million project.

The proposed town charter 

change — which will allow 
for future town treasurers to be 
appointed instead of elected, passed 
by an 861-192 margin.

Middlebury residents on Tuesday 
helped decide a four-person race for 
two three-year terms representing 
Middlebury on the Addison Central 
School District board. Tricia Allen 
and Jason Chance received the nod 
for those two Middlebury seats, 
with tallies of 1,288 and 1,108, 
respectively. They’ll succeed 
incumbents Mary Gill and Victoria 
Jette, both of whom chose not to seek 
re-election. Middlebury candidates 
Laura Harthman (521votes) and 
Ron Makleff (650) finished out of 
the running for the two seats.

In all, five seats were up for 
grabs on the ACSD board, and all 
candidates were elected at-large by 
voters in the district-member towns 
of Bridport, Cornwall, Middlebury, 
Ripton, Salisbury, Shoreham and 
Weybridge.

In other ACSD board races on 
Tuesday:

• Ellen Whelan-Wuest was 

picked to serve the final year of a 
term recently vacated by former 
Cornwall ACSD Rep. Peter 
Conlon. Whelan-Wuest was the 
top vote-getter with 1,143 tallies. 
Chris Kramer, with 589 votes, and 
Jeffrey Taylor, with 392 tallies, 
finished out of the running.

• Suzanne Buck was sent to 
another three-year term on the 
board representing Bridport. She 
defeated challenger Hildie Stone, 
1,207-816, for that seat. 

• Ellie Romp was unchallenged 
for Salisbury’s lone seat on the 
ACSD board. Romp succeeds 
incumbent Jennifer Nuceder, who 
chose not to seek re-election.

There were no other contested 
elections on the Middlebury 
ballot. Incumbent Selectmen Dan 
Brown and Brian Carpenter were 
unopposed for new three-year 
terms, while incumbent selectboard 
member Isabel Gogarty was 
unchallenged for a two-year term.

In a series of resounding voice 
votes, Middlebury residents at 
their annual meeting on Monday 
endorsed:

• A proposed Fiscal year 
2023-2024 municipal budget of 
$12,921,448, representing an 8.3% 
increase compared to this year. But 
town officials made a few revenue 
adjustments — including dipping 
into the town’s Local Option Tax 
surplus fund — to limit the pain to 
a 4.5-cent (or 5.2%) increase in the 
municipal property tax rate.

• A proposal to use up to 
$295,000 from the Cross Street 
Bridge Reserve Fund to buy (and 
remove) the former Maverick Gas 
Station at 82 Court St. This will 
allow for a future realignment of 
the Cross street-Monroe Street-
Charles Avenue intersection.

• A proposal to apply up to 
$228,496 from the Cross Street 
Bridge Reserve Fund to help offset 
the tax impacts of the FY24 capital 

improvement budget, including 
$135,636 in debt service for 
renovations to one of the former 
Middlebury wastewater treatment 
plant buildings that will be used by 
the police department.

• A suggested change in the 
town’s property tax payment 
schedule. Taxpayers currently 
pay their property taxes in three 
installments, but that will change 
in FY’24 to two equal installments, 
due on Nov. 15, 2023, and March 
15, 2024. See related story for 
the selectboard’s reasons for the 
change.

Middlebury residents helped 
pass, by an 1,889 to 465 margin, 
a proposed fiscal year 2024 ACSD 
budget of $42,269,305, which 
represents a 7.2% increase in 
education spending and an 8.1% 
hike in the cost per equalized pupil. 
The budget is expected to create a 
new education property tax rate of 
$1.67 per $100 of property value 
in Middlebury — representing a 
1-cent decrease compared to this 
year.

Monkton

(See Monkton, Page 16A)

MONKTON — In Monkton, 
over 90 residents turned out for 
Saturday’s annual town meeting, 
held in person for the first time 
since 2020. 

Residents in attendance engaged 
in spirited discussion around Article 
6 of Monkton’s Town Meeting Day 
warning, which asked whether the 
town should sell the 1859 Town 
Hall building. Monkton voters 
approved the article, 57-33, after 
the sales agreement was amended 
to include that the future buyer must 
maintain the building’s exterior 
in accordance with the national 
historic preservation standards.  

“By a good margin (Monkton 
voters) decided to sell the building. 

LINCOLN SELECTBOARD MEMBER Bay Jackson responds to a resident’s question during Monday’s 
annual town meeting at Burnham Hall. 

Independent photo/Marin Howell 
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New Household Waste Choices
In Middlebury & all of Addison County

Wade Acker • (802) 349-2414 
Visit www.ackerwastemanagement.com

for more information on our residential and drop off services!

Household TrashHousehold Trash • RecyclingRecycling • CompostCompost
Middlebury Drop off Options

At Quesnel Farm, 1442 Rt 7 North:
Saturdays 8 AM - 12 Noon   •   Tuesdays and Thursdays 2:00 - 6:00 PM

Standard trash: $6 per bag
Large bags $8-$10 • Compost: $2

Recycling FREE with paid trash
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*10th annual Free Brakes for Food*
We are collecting food for Addison County HOPE

and are willing to bribe you!

Free brakes for food*
All you have to do is 

bring a bag of 
12 non-perishable 

food items per axle 
for this fine organization!

Final Week!

* We start off with a Free Brake Inspection and Free Brake Diagnosis. If you need brakes, 
we provide FREE Premium Brake Pads and $45 off the Labor and Install the Pads with the 

purchase of rotors. No other discounts may be combined with this offer.
We do not pad slap!

Go to Hope-VT.org     Dates: Feb. 6- March 17, 2023
“We are proud of this annual drive that’s contributed over 1,000 pounds of 

food to HOPE each year.” — Steve and Lisa Dupoise

Family 
operated 

since 
1982

33 Seymour Street     Middlebury, VT
802-388-7620  •  www.countytirecenter.com

info@countytirecenter.com
Mon - Fri 8am-5pm     Closed Saturday & Sunday

Offer Extended to March 17!

The selectboard will take it up at our 
next meeting,” Selectboard Chair 
Stephen Pilcher told the Independent 
following Saturday’s meeting.

Monkton voters at Saturday’s 
meeting also approved $873,135 
in proposed highway spending (a 
6.3% hike), $778,446.50 in general 
fund expenditures (a 1.5% increase) 
and up to $240,000 for the purchase 
of a Mack dump truck. Residents 
also signed off on appropriations to 
26 social service agencies, totaling 
$27,749. 

On Town Meeting Day, Monkton 
voters elected their town officials. 
Selectboard incumbents John 
McNerney (two-year-term) and 
Walter Crandall (three-year-term) 
were re-elected to the board. Both 
ran unopposed. 

Sharon Gomez ran unopposed 
and won another one-year-term as 
town clerk. Gomez was the town’s 
top vote-getter of the day, with 
281 tallies. In other uncontested 
elections, Jerry Schwarz won a 
one-year term as town moderator 
and Marilyn Cargill and Wendy Sue 
Harper both won three-year-terms 
on the town’s planning commission. 

Two races for a spot representing 
Monkton on the Mount Abraham 
Unified School District Board 
appeared blank on Monkton voters’ 
ballots, as no residents had filed 
to run for the seats. No residents 
garnered sufficient votes for a write-
in campaign on Town Meeting 
Day, and thus the MAUSD board 
will now work with the Monkton 
selectboard to appoint two residents 
to fill the seats for a one-year-term. 

Monkton voters approved the 
MAUSD’s withdrawal agreement 
with the Lincoln School District, 
193-78. The withdrawal agreement 
was also approved in the MAUSD’s 
three other member towns of 
Starksboro, Bristol and New Haven. 

 Voters also agreed to adopt 
the proposed Unified Planning 
Document that was approved by the 
selectboard on Jan. 24, to amend and 
replace the town’s previous Unified 
Planning Document, 223-49.

Also on Town Meeting Day, 
Monkton voters, along with other 
voters in the MAUSD, approved 
a $33,868,900 spending plan for the 
2023-2024 school year, 812-460, 
with all ballots commingled. The 
proposed plan reflects $22,914.77 
in spending per equalized pupil, an 
increase of $3,088.40, or 15.52%. 

Monkton residents joined other 
MAUSD voters in agreeing to 
authorize the MAUSD Board to 
transfer up to $1.7 million from 
the Capital Reserve Fund to the 
district’s general fund in order to pay 
for expenses related to the ongoing 
lobby and bathroom renovations 
at Mount Abraham Union High 
School, 907-358. 

(Monkton continued
from Page 15A)

New Haven
NEW HAVEN — On Town 

Meeting Day, New Haven voters 
elected two new faces to serve on 
the town’s selectboard. Michael 
Audy won a two-year-term and 
Marie Jewett was elected to a three-

year-term. Both ran unopposed. 
In other uncontested races for 

town offices, Danielle Hubbell won 
a one-year-term for delinquent tax 
collector and Jay Best won a three-
year-term for lister. 

An open seat to represent New 
Haven on the Mount Abraham 
Unified School District Board 
appeared blank on New Haven 
voters’ ballots, as no residents had 
filed to run for the open seat. No 
residents garnered sufficient votes 
for a write-in campaign on Town 
Meeting Day, and thus the MAUSD 
board will work with the New Haven 
selectboard to appoint a resident to 
fill the seat for a one-year-term.

New Haven residents voted 
232-60 to spend up to $70,000 of 
the town’s American Rescue Plan 
Act funds to purchase 5 acres of 
land owned by VELCO off Route 
17. The land could potentially host 
a new fire station for the town. 
Voters also signed off on spending 
up to $140,000 from the Reserve 
Facilities Fund to do major repairs 
to the façade of the Town Hall, 244-
49. 

New Haven voters also approved: 
• $774,474 for general fund 

spending, a 5.3% increase.
• $1,285,297 for Highway Fund 

Spending, a 4.7% hike.
• $26,358 in appropriations for 

local organizations, a bump of 2.9%.
New Haven voters on Town 

Meeting Day narrowly approved the 
MAUSD’s withdrawal agreement 
with the Lincoln School District, 
151-135. The withdrawal agreement 
was also approved in the MAUSD’s 
three other member towns of 
Starksboro, Bristol and Monkton. 

Voters in New Haven, along with 
other voters in the MAUSD, on 
Town Meeting Day agreed to adopt 
a $33,868,900 spending plan for the 
2023-2024 school year, 812-460, 
with all ballots commingled. The 
proposed plan reflects $22,914.77 
in spending per equalized pupil, an 
increase of $3,088.40, or 15.52%. 

District voters also agreed to 
authorize the school board to 
transfer up to $1.7 million from the 

Capital Reserve Fund to the district’s 
general fund to cover expenses 
related to the ongoing lobby and 
bathroom renovations at Mount 
Abraham Union High School, 907-
358.

Orwell
ORWELL — No big surprises 

at Orwell Town Meeting Day on 
Tuesday. Incumbents were returned 
to office and the two budgets that 
were voted on both passed.

The one thing that remained 
unsettled when residents left town 
hall Tuesday morning and finished 
casting ballots on Tuesday evening 
was the three-year position of town 
auditor. There were numerous 
write-ins for the job, Town Clerk 
Betty Walker said, but none got 
enough to qualify for the position.

Earning jobs at the ballot box 
were two selectboard members: 
Rex Corey got a three-year seat, 
and Bill Goddard got two years. 
Returning for one-year terms 
are Town Clerk Walker, Town 
Treasurer Bryan Young and First 
Constable Allen R. Alger. Other 
elected on Tuesday were:

• Danielle Rougeau for two years 
as auditor.

• Listers Cheryl Tudhope and 
Becky Quesnel.

• Library Trustees Karen DeMoy 
and Virginia Wilson.

• Cemetery Commissioner 
Wayne G. Hall and Arlene 
Batschelet.

• Delinquent Tax Collector Diane 
Jackson.

The proposed town budget of 
$1,364,712, which is a more than 
a 10% increase over last year, was 
approved. The amount of the 2023 
spending plan that will be paid in 
taxes ($828,275) represents an 
increase of less than 3.5% from last 
year. The sewer budget also passed 
as proposed.

Voters also agreed to appropriate 
$10,000 to paint the exterior of 

the Wright Memorial Library 
Building. 

On the Slate Valley Unified 
School District ballot, Orwell’s 
incumbent school board member 
John Wurzbacher was returned for 
a three-year term.

Orwell voters joined residents of 
Fair Haven, Castleton, Hubbarton, 
Benson and West Haven in 
approving the Slate Valley 
school spending plant as warned: 
$28,056,400. That represented 
an increase of a little less than 
7% from the figure that voters 
approved last year after rejecting 
the spending plan once. Tuesday’s 
vote was 1,118 yes and 841 no.

Panton
PANTON — On Town Meeting 

Day, Panton residents weighed in 
by Australian balloting on higher 
town spending, a truck purchase, 
the elimination of a town position 
and elected several unopposed 
candidates.

By an 83-16 tally, residents 
backed the selectboard’s proposal 
for $842,441 of town spending in 
the 2023-2024 fiscal year. That 
represents an increase of about 
$86,000, or just under 10%, 
over the spending level residents 
approved a year ago.

According to officials, more 
than half of the increase is due to 
a revenue shortfall from a previous 
year, another $19,000 comes from 
higher personnel costs for the 
town’s highway department, and 
most of the rest is due to inflation. 

Voters also authorized the town 
to borrow up to $250,000 to buy a 
new dump/plow truck, payable for 
up to five years, by a 74-23 margin. 
Loan payments will not take effect 
until the next fiscal year. 

The selectboard also put a 
proposal on the ballot to eliminate 
the positions of lister, which have 
gone begging recently in Panton. 
The board made the case that given 
that problem and the growing 
complexity of the job the town 
would be better off continuing 
to hire professionals. Residents 
agreed, 52-13, but with 42 blank 
ballots. 

Voters also backed a series 

of annual capital fund requests 
totaling $65,500, an amount that 
was unchanged from a year ago, 
and a number of nonprofit requests 
totaling $13,501.

In voting for town offices, 
three candidates won without 
opposition: Selectman Zach 
Weaver was returned to office, 
newcomer John DeGraaf earned a 
berth on Vergennes-Panton Water 
District board, and appointed 
incumbent Marth DeGraaf was 
returned to the Addison Northwest 
School District (AWNSD) board. 
DeGraaf was also voted in as town 
meeting moderator.  

Panton joined Addison, 
Ferrisburgh, Vergennes and 
Waltham in supporting an 
ANWSD budget plan of roughly 
$25.3 million, which is about 13% 
higher than the previous year. It 
preserves existing programs and 
adds a couple of jobs, notably 
a middle school principal and 
a Vergennes Union Elementary 
School administrator.

Officials said higher costs for 
salaries, health insurance, energy, 
transportation, property and 
liability insurance, and a higher 
Hannaford Career Center budget, 
are major factors driving spending 
higher. 

Because of increased state 
funding for education, that higher 
spending will require only a 1.56-
cent increase to the district tax rate.

But due to higher property 
values, ANWSD communities 
have seen their Common Levels 
of Appraisals (CLAs) plummet by 
between roughly 5 and 12%, and 
the lower CLAs are expected to 
drive up rates in district towns.

In Panton that means an 
increase of about 10.5 cents in 
the residential school tax rate to 
an estimated $1.7042, according 
to ANWSD estimates. Those 
estimates are based on current 
information. The two-thirds of 
residential property tax payers 
who pay based on income will not 
feel the full impact of the increase. 

 

Ripton
RIPTON — Ripton residents at 

their 2023 Town Meeting favorably 
dispatched all articles on their 
warning and participated in hotly 
contested elections for five seats 
on the Addison Central School 
District board. Among them was a 
four-person race for two three-year 
terms representing Middlebury on 
the 13-member ACSD panel. 

Tricia Allen and Jason Chance 
received the nod for those two 
Middlebury seats, with tallies of 
1,288 and 1,108, respectively. 
They’ll succeed incumbents Mary 
Gill and Victoria Jette, both of 
whom chose not to seek re-election. 
Candidates Laura Harthman (521 
votes) and Ron Makleff (650) 
finished out of the running for the 
two Middlebury seats.

Candidates in all the ACSD 
elections were elected at-large 
by voters in the district-member 
towns of Bridport, Cornwall, 
Middlebury, Ripton, Salisbury, 
Shoreham and Weybridge.

In other ACSD board races on 
Tuesday:

• Ellen Whelan-Wuest was 
picked to serve the final year 
of a term recently vacated by 
former Cornwall ACSD rep. Peter 

Conlon. Whelan-Wuest was the 
top vote-getter with 1,143 tallies. 
Chris Kramer, with 589 votes, and 
Jeffrey Taylor, with 392 tallies, 
finished out of the running.

• Suzanne Buck was sent to 
another three-year term on the 
board representing Bridport. She 
defeated challenger Hildie Stone, 
1,207-816, for that seat. 

• Ellie Romp was unchallenged 
for Salisbury’s lone seat on the 
ACSD board. Romp succeeds 
incumbent Jennifer Nuceder, who 
chose not to seek re-election.

There were no other contested 
elections on the Ripton ballot. 
Incumbent Selectboard member 
Laurie Cox was unchallenged for 
another three-year term.

Earning approval by voice vote 
at Ripton’s Town Meeting were 
requests for:

• $257,933 for general fund 
expenses, representing a 4% 
increase in spending, and $477,990 
for anticipated highway needs (an 
11% increase) during fiscal year 
2023-2024.

• $35,000 in previously approved 
(May 9, 2022) Ripton School 
District funds to reduce taxes.

• $44,840 to pay anticipated 
FY’24 expenses for the Ripton 
Volunteer Fire and First Response 
Department.

• $6,000 for the Ripton Cemetery 
Commission.

• Permission to spend up to 
$75,000 from Ripton’s American 
Rescue Plan Act funds for a solar 
installation to provide electricity 
for the town buildings and 
streetlights.

• Permission to set a property 
tax collection date of November 1, 
2023.

• Appropriations ranging from 
$50 to $5,880 for various nonprofits 
that serve Ripton residents.

Ripton residents helped pass, by 
an 1,889 to 465 margin, a proposed 
fiscal year 2024 ACSD budget of 
$42,269,305, which represents 
a 7.2% increase in education 
spending and an 8.1% hike in 
the cost per equalized pupil. The 
budget is expected to create a 
new education property tax rate of 
$1.76 per $100 of property value 
in Ripton — representing a 9-cent 
decrease compared to this year.

Town Meeting Day in Ripton 
this year drew 157 voters, a 36% 
turnout.

Salisbury

(See Salisbury, Page 17A)

SALISBURY — Salisbury 
voters at their town meeting 
resolved contested elections for first 
constable and several posts on the 
Addison Central School District 
board. Residents also passed all 
money items on their warning.

Residents defeated one article on 
their docket, by a 111-79 tally: A 
proposal to contribute funding for 
spraying adulticide for mosquito 
control in the Otter Creek Insect 
Control District (formally known as 
the BLSG) during fiscal year 2024.

In the town’s lone contested 
race, Ryan Emilio topped Jeff 
McDonough, 112-61, for first 
constable.

Salisbury voters also helped 
decide contested races for another 
four seats on the 13-member ACSD 
board. They included:

• A four-person race for two 
available three-year terms 

PETER JAMES REACHES for his town report during a discussion at the Weybridge town meeting in the 
elementary school on Monday night.

Independent photo/Megan James
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DIGITAL DOESN’T HAVE TO BE HARD
Here at the Addy Indy we have always seen it as our job to 

help connect your business with its clients.

As times change and technology evolves, pairing
digital services with your print advertising campaigns is the 

best way to quickly & efficiently connect with the community.

Independent Digital Marketing can help you
better reach our region with:

digital@addisonindependent.com

802-388-4944
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Direct number: 802-865-8113
Email: kestey@heritagevt.com

1600 Shelburne Road, South Burlington, Vermont 05403

My name is Kimberly Estey and I’m super excited
to announce that I have joined the

Heritage Ford sales team in South Burlington! 
As a native of New Haven and sales professional in Addison 
County for most of my adult life, I would like to extend a 
personal invitation to all of my friends and contacts in Addison 
County – please come find me in my new position!

Whether you’re looking for a new 
or used vehicle, sell your vehicle, 
or finally get into that dream car of 
yours, I’m here to help! My goal is 

simple, to make your vehicle buying 
process easy. I believe purchasing 

a new vehicle should not only be easy but fun and 
memorable!

I take pride in creating lasting relationships with all 
my customers. I look forward to seeing you soon!

representing Middlebury. Tricia 
Allen and Jason Chance earned 
voter approval to fill two seats 
representing the shire town on 
the 13-member panel, succeeding 
incumbents Mary Gill and Victoria 
Jette, both of whom chose not 
to seek re-election. Allen topped 
the field with 1,288 tallies, and 
Chance made the cut with 1,108. 
Middlebury candidates Laura 
Harthman (521 votes) and Ron 
Makleff (650) finished out of the 
running.

• Ellen Whelan-Wuest was 
picked to serve the final year of a 
term recently vacated by former 
Cornwall ACSD Rep. Peter 
Conlon. Whelan-Wuest was the top 
vote-getter with 1,143 tallies. Chris 
Kramer, with 589 votes, and Jeffrey 
Taylor, with 392 tallies, finished out 
of the running.

• Ellie Romp was unchallenged 
for Salisbury’s lone seat on the 
ACSD board. Romp succeeds 
incumbent Jennifer Nuceder, who 
chose not to seek re-election.

Candidates in all the ACSD 
elections were elected at-large by 
voters in the district-member towns 
of Bridport, Cornwall, Middlebury, 
Ripton, Salisbury, Shoreham and 
Weybridge.

Residents endorsed a fiscal 
year 2024 general fund budget of 
$348,684, up about 5%, by an 178-
10 tally, and a highway department 
ask of $515,550, up by roughly 
$10,000, or 2%, by a 174-11 
margin.

In other Town Meeting Day 
action, Salisbury voters OK’s 
requests for:

• $3,900 to complete a survey 
of a town-negotiated conservation 
easement located on Upper Plains 
Road.

• Permission to apply roughly 
$30,000 in surplus funds to lower 
the FY24 tax rate.

• A combined total of $98,270 to 
support a variety of area nonprofits 
that serve Salisbury residents.

Salisbury residents helped 
pass, by an 1,889 to 465 margin, 
a fiscal year 2024 ACSD budget 
of $42,269,305, which represents 
a 7.2% increase in education 
spending and an 8.1% hike in 
the cost per equalized pupil. The 
budget is expected to create a 
new education property tax rate of 
$1.84 per $100 of property value in 
Salisbury — representing a 6-cent 
increase compared to this year.

(Salisbury continued
from Page 16A)

Shoreham
SHOREHAM — Shoreham 

residents at their annual gathering 
passed all items on their Town 
Meeting warning.

And — as was the case for most 
ACSU district towns — the most 
excitement on Town Meeting Day 
centered on a series of contested 
elections for Addison Central 
School District board.

Shoreham voters helped fill five 
seats on the 13-member ACSD 
board. Among them was a four-
person race for two three-year 
terms representing Middlebury. 
Tricia Allen and Jason Chance 
earned voter approval to fill two 
seats representing the county’s 
shire town on the 13-member panel, 
succeeding incumbents Mary Gill 
and Victoria Jette, both of whom 
chose not to seek re-election. 
Allen topped the field with 1,288 
tallies, and Chance made the cut 
with 1,108. Middlebury candidates 
Laura Harthman (521 votes) and 
Ron Makleff (650) finished out of 
the running.

Candidates in all the ACSD 
elections were elected at-large by 
voters in the district-member towns 
of Bridport, Cornwall, Middlebury, 
Ripton, Salisbury, Shoreham and 
Weybridge.

In other ACSD board races on 
Tuesday:

• Ellen Whelan-Wuest was 
picked to serve the final year of a 
term recently vacated by former 
Cornwall ACSD rep. Peter Conlon. 
Whelan-Wuest was the top vote-
getter with 1,143 tallies. Chris 
Kramer, with 589 votes, and Jeffrey 
Taylor, with 392 tallies, finished out 
of the running.

• Suzanne Buck was sent to 
another three-year term on the board 
representing Bridport. She defeated 
challenger Hildie Stone, 1,207-816, 
for that seat. 

• Ellie Romp was unchallenged 

for Salisbury’s lone seat on the 
ACSD board. Romp succeeds 
incumbent Jennifer Nuceder, who 
chose not to seek re-election.

There were no other contested 
elections on the Shoreham ballot. 
Incumbent Selectman Peter Lynch 
was unopposed for a new three-year 
term, while Molly Francis and Ruth 
Bernstein were unchallenged for 
one-year terms.

In other action at Shoreham’s 
town meeting, residents approved 
requests for:

• $425,553 for municipal 
expenses, an increase of 12% over 
prior year spending, and $980,430 
for highway spending, a 7% 
increase, for fiscal year 2024.

• Authorization to appoint a town 
clerk/treasurer. No one challenged 
incumbent Julie Ortuna for that 
post.

• Permission to set Nov. 10 as 
the due date for FY24 property tax 
payments.

• Requests ranging from $400 to 
$5,000 for various area nonprofits 
that serve Shoreham residents. 

Shoreham residents helped 
pass, by an 1,889 to 465 margin, 
a fiscal year 2024 ACSD budget 
of $42,269,305, which represents 
a 7.2% increase in education 
spending and an 8.1% hike in 
the cost per equalized pupil. If 
approved, the budget is expected to 
create a new education property tax 
rate of $1.69 per $100 of property 
value in Shoreham — representing 
a 4-cent increase compared to this 
year.

Starksboro
STARKSBORO — On Town 

Meeting Day, Starksboro voters 
re-elected selectboard incumbents 
Carin McCarthy (three-year-term) 

and Eric Cota (two-year-term). 
Both ran unopposed. 

In other uncontested races on the 
March 7 ballot, Keegan Tierney 
won a one-year-term for town 
moderator and Amy McCormick 
won a one-year-term as delinquent 
tax collector. Kristen Toy ran 
unopposed and won a two-year-
term on the Mount Abraham 
Unified School District Board. 

Starksboro voters also approved 
the MAUSD’s withdrawal 
agreement with the Lincoln School 
District, 169-24. The withdrawal 
agreement was approved in each of 
the MAUSD’s three other member 
towns. 

Starksboro residents joined other 
MAUSD voters on Town Meeting 
Day in approving a $33,868,900 
spending plan for the 2023-2024 
school year, 812-460, with all 
ballots commingled. The proposed 
plan reflects $22,914.77 in spending 
per equalized pupil, an increase of 
$3,088.40, or 15.52%. 

District residents also voted 
907-358 to authorize the MAUSD 
Board to transfer up to $1.7 million 
from the Capital Reserve Fund to 
the district’s general fund to pay 
for expenses related to the ongoing 
lobby and bathroom renovations 
at Mount Abraham Union High 
School. 

At Starksboro’s annual town 
meeting on Saturday, 71 residents 
voted from the floor to approve: 

• $1,149,578 in General Fund 
spending, a 7.6% increase over the 
prior year.

• $57,495 for the Fire Equipment 
Reserve Fund, a 10% hike.

• $112,589 for the Road 
Equipment Reserve Fund, a 6% 
increase. 

• $40,000 for the Paving Reserve 
Fund, the same as the prior year.

• $43,667 for the Starksboro 
Public Library, a jump of 10.6%.

• $5,894 for the 911 ambulance 

service provided by Richmond 
Rescue for Starksboro residents.

• $50,200 for seven in-town 
requests and $29,636 for 26 out-
of-town requests.

Voters in Starksboro also 
authorized the selectboard to 
borrow up to $496,849 to buy a 
replacement pumper. The loan will 
be paid within five years from the 
Fire Equipment Reserve Fund, 
with the first payment due during 
the 2023-2024 fiscal year.

Vergennes
VERGENNES — Vergennes 

residents on March 7 Australian 
balloting decided two contested 
races for major offices and 
weighed in on a proposed Addison 
Northwest School District 
(ANWSD) budget. 

One race not contested was 
for mayor. Incumbent Mayor 
Matt Chabot opted not to run. 
Mayor-elect Chris Bearor, also the 
Vergennes-Panton Water District 
Board Co-Chair, garnered 367 
votes as the only candidate on the 
ballot to replace Chabot. 

Four candidates sought three 
two-year terms on the city council. 
Incumbents Sue Rakowski (333 
votes) and Ian Huizenga (314) won 
re-election. They will be joined 
by Cheryl Brinkman, who holds 
a number of appointive offices in 
Vergennes and was third in the 
race with 284 votes. Don Perley, 
a DR Power Equipment engineer 
seeking office for the first time, 
trailed with 148 votes. 

In another contested race, 
Chrystal Little outpolled Margaret 
Carrera-Bly, 208-167, for a three-
year term to represent the city 
on the ANWSD board. Both had 
sought appointment to the board 
this past fall, but that seat instead 
went to Michael Kane. Kane ran 
unopposed on Tuesday for a two-
year elective term and earned 357 
votes. 

Elsewhere on the ballot real 
estate appraiser — and former 
Middlebury town assessor and 
Vergennes mayor — Bill Benton 
ran unopposed to be a Vergennes 
lister and topped all city vote-
getters with 381. 

Two incumbent Vergennes-
Panton Water District Board 
members earned new three-year 
terms — Patricia Ganson with 360 
votes and Bruce MacIntire with 
358.

Vergennes residents also backed, 
389-54, an article on the city’s 
use of American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) funds.

It asked if Vergennes should 
“establish a reserve fund to 
be called the Infrastructure 
Improvement Fund for the purpose 
of funding capital improvements 
including but not limited to city 
facilities, parks, and sidewalks to 
be funded by Coronavirus State 

and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds 
totaling $723,257.72.”  

All nonprofits’ requests also 
passed easily. Residents did not 
vote on other city spending: The 
Vergennes City Council sets the 
city’s annual budget and municipal 
tax rate in late June.

Vergennes joined residents in 
Addison, Ferrisburgh, Panton 
and Waltham in supporting a 
roughly 13% increase in ANWSD 
spending to about $25.3 million 
for the 2023-34 school year. The 
budget preserves all programs 
and adds a couple of jobs, notably 
a middle school principal and a 
new Vergennes Union Elementary 
School administrator. 

Officials said higher costs 
for salaries, health insurance, 
energy, transportation, property 
and liability insurance, and the 
Hannaford Career Center budget 
are factors driving spending higher. 

Because of increased state 
funding for education, that higher 
spending will require only a 1.56-
cent increase to the district tax rate 
to support it.

But due to higher property 
values, ANWSD communities 
have seen their Common Levels 
of Appraisals (CLAs) plummet by 
between roughly 5 and 12%. Those 
lower CLAS are expected to cause 
higher property taxes in district 
communities.

In Vergennes it means an 
increase of almost 21 cents in the 
residential school tax rate, from 
$1.7481 to an estimated $1.9574, 
according to ANWSD estimates. 
Those estimates are based on 
current information. The roughly 
two-thirds of homeowners who pay 
based on their incomes will not feel 
the full impact of the increase. 
 

Waltham

(See Weybridge, Page 18A)

WALTHAM — As decisions on 
municipal officers and spending 
returned to traditional in-person 
fashion at Town Meeting in 
Waltham on Tuesday night, March 
7, the town passed all of its spending 
items, elected a new member to the 
selectboard and chose the board 
member she replaced as the town 
meeting’s moderator. 

The only major office coming 
open in Waltham was on the 
selectboard, where Don Ross’s 
term expired. Rhonda Williams was 
nominated and elected from the 
floor of the meeting to replace 
Ross, who had already been chosen 
as the town’s new moderator.

Residents backed in similar 
fashion the selectboard’s proposal 
of $269,925 of general fund and 
road spending for the upcoming 
fiscal year; that amount is an 
increase of a little less than $10,000 

from the current level, or just under 
4%.

They also approved $10,692 
of support for the Bixby Free 
Memorial Library, and another 
$3,729 of requests from eight other 
nonprofit entities.

Waltham also weighed in 
on Tuesday in commingling 
Australian balloting with Addison, 
Ferrisburgh, Panton and Vergennes 
residents to support a roughly 
$25.3 million Addison Northwest 
School District board’s budget plan 
that called for a spending increase 
of about 13%. It preserves existing 
programs and adds a couple of jobs, 
notably a middle school principal 
and Vergennes Union Elementary 
School administrator. 

Officials said higher costs for 
salaries, health insurance, energy, 
transportation, property and 
liability insurance, and Hannaford 
Career Center spending are major 
factors driving spending up.

Because of increased state 
funding for education, that higher 
spending will require only a 1.56-
cent increase to the district tax rate 
to support it.

But due to higher property 
values, ANWSD communities 
have seen their Common Levels 
of Appraisals (CLAs) plummet by 
between roughly 5 and 12%, and 
those lower CLAs are expected to 
drive taxes higher in district towns.

In Waltham it means a projected 
increase of about 25 cents in the 
residential school tax rate, from 
$1.6218 to an estimated $1.8736, 
according to ANWSD estimates 
based on current information. The 
roughly two-thirds of taxpayers 
who pay based on their incomes 
will not feel the full impact of the 
increase.

Weybridge
WEYBRIDGE — Weybridge 

residents at their town meeting 
agreed to extend the term of their 
town constable, set new guidelines 
for delinquent taxes, forged a deeper 
relationship with Middlebury’s 
Ilsley Library and fielded several 
financial requests.

Local voters easily passed, by 
voice vote, fiscal year 2024 budgets 
of $551,000 for the highway 
department (up from $524,700 this 
year, or 5%) and $177,00 for town 
operations, representing a $2,200 
increase or 1.2%.

Also earning voters’ endorsement 
on Monday were requests for:

• $25,000 to support the town’s 
volunteer fire department.

• $13,000 to continue the tow-
sponsored volunteer recycling 
program through June 30 of next 
year.

AT SALISBURY’S ANNUAL town meeting in the community school 
Saturday afternoon longtime resident Ken Tichacek says his hellos 
to neighbors.

Independent photo/Steve James
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TEEN TIME AT

makerythe

The Teen Makery at the Hannaford Career Center offers FREE afterschool labs, in 
addition to several workshops.  We welcome all high school students Thursdays from 
3:15 – 5:00pm.  Come drop-in for one of the following, or go to makeryatpahcc.org to 
sign-up for a workshop (woodworking, welding, t-shirt design).

For more info contact Nancy Yannett at nyannett@csac-vt.org

Transportation is provided from Mt. Abe and VUHS, and back again. 

In addition to the woodworking, sewing and games labs we now have:
Poetry Lab:  Have you ever wanted to put into words all the stuff you’re thinking about and feeling? 
Poetry, written, slam, or spoken is a powerful and fun form of expression to do just that. Maybe 
you are already writing poetry and want to try new things, or get feedback from a very enthusiastic 
and supportive group.  A place to meet, listen, write a little and feel impassioned about anything 
or everything, big or small.  Non- judgmental, inclusive, welcoming, maybe even inspiring, and 
hopefully fun; we invite you to join and check it out.  All are encouraged to bring a poem or two to 
your first session.
Improv Lab: Ready to take the stage?  Improvisation, or improv, is a form of live theater in 
which the plot, characters and dialogue of a game, scene or story are made up in the moment.  
Improvisation develops one’s creativity, mental flexibility and thinking skills in numerous ways.   
You’ll be working with the Career Center’s A.R.T. instructor in the Black Box Theater.

 Registration is now open for 
Middlebury Youth Lacrosse 

Club’s 2023 season

Girls and boys grades 3-8 
throughout Addison County

New & returning players learn 
the sport of lacrosse from 

experienced coaches in a fun, 
supportive environment

LACROSSE IS BACK!

EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE

Sign up at www.middlax.com  

• A change in the late tax penalty. 
It calls for payments received after 
the due date to be assessed interest 
at the rate of 1% for the first three 
months and 1.5% thereafter.

• A two-year term for the elected 
town constable (Kristine Bowdish), 
which is currently a one-year post.

• Permission for the town to enter 
into an agreement with the Ilsley 
Library to provide memberships 
for all adults in Weybridge. Kids 
in Weybridge and the six other 
Addison Central School District 
(ACSD) towns already have access 
to Ilsley Library services.

• Appropriations ranging from 
$94 to $2,500 for various nonprofit 
organizations that serve Weybridge 
residents.

There were no contested 
elections for Weybridge positions 
this year. Incumbent Selectman T. 
Charles Jordan was unchallenged 
for another three years on the board, 
while William Mayers was alone in 
seeking a two-year term.

But Weybridge residents on Town 
Meeting Day helped fill five seats 
on the 13-member Addison Central 
School District board. Among 
them was a four-person race for 
two, three-year terms representing 
Middlebury. Tricia Allen and Jason 
Chance received the nod for those 
two seats, with tallies of 1,288 
and 1,108, respectively. They’ll 
succeed incumbents Mary Gill and 
Victoria Jette, both of whom chose 
not to seek re-election. Middlebury 
candidates Laura Harthman (521 
votes) and Ron Makleff (650) 
finished out of the running

Candidates in all the ACSD 
elections were elected at-large by 
voters in the district-member towns 
of Bridport, Cornwall, Middlebury, 
Ripton, Salisbury, Shoreham and 
Weybridge.

In other ACSD board races on 
Tuesday:

• Ellen Whelan-Wuest was 
picked to serve the final year of a 
term recently vacated by former 
Cornwall ACSD Rep. Peter 
Conlon. Whelan-Wuest was the top 
vote-getter with 1,143 tallies. Chris 
Kramer, with 589 votes, and Jeffrey 
Taylor, with 392 tallies, finished out 
of the running.

• Suzanne Buck was sent to 
another three-year term on the board 
representing Bridport. She defeated 
challenger Hildie Stone, 1,207-816, 
for that seat. 

• Ellie Romp was unchallenged 
for Salisbury’s lone seat on the 
ACSD board. Romp succeeds 
incumbent Jennifer Nuceder, who 
chose not to seek re-election.

Weybridge residents helped 
pass, by an 1,889 to 465 margin, a 
fiscal year 2024 ACSD budget of 
$42,269,305, which represents a 
7.2% increase in education spending 
and an 8.1% hike in the cost per 
equalized pupil. The budget is 
expected to create a new education 
property tax rate of $1.65 per $100 
of property value in Weybridge 
— representing a 4-cent increase 
compared to this year.

(Weybridge continued
from Page 17A)

Whiting
WHITING — There was a bit of 

a race for selectboard at the Whiting 
town meeting this year. Whiting 
is one of the old-school Vermont 
towns that does all of its business 
on the floor of town meeting. After 
gathering in the firehouse last 
March and performing some work 

on the town hall over the summer, 
more than three-dozen Whiting 
residents met in the town hall 
Tuesday evening to perform their 
civic duty.

Several incumbents easily 
won re-election. They included 
Moderator Pat Mattison, Town 
Clerk and Treasurer Heather 
Bouchard, Lister Stacey Freeguard 
and Delinquent Tax Collector Rani 
Fallon. Four library trustees also 
were re-elected: Jaime Quenneville, 
Peg Allen, Tara Trudo and Tammy 
Wilbur. 

The only moment of contention 
came when deciding a three-year 
seat on the Whiting selectboard. 
Incumbent Steve Quenneville faced 
a challenge from Jennifer Erwin 
for the spot that went to paper 
balloting. There,  Quenneville 
prevailed,  32 to 10.

The one money item on the 
warning asked for $455,260 for 
town expenses, an amount that 
was $44,042, or 10.7%, higher 
than what was OK’d last year. 
The selectboard said this budget 
would require $289,304 in taxes, 
which is $1,784, or less than 1%, 
lower than was asked for last year. 
Bouchard reported that $1,000 was 
added to the budget ask — so it 
was $456,260 total spending with 
$290,304 coming from taxpayers 
— and it passed on a voice vote.

Also on that Tuesday, Whiting 
voters weighed in on a proposed 
Otter Valley Unified Union 
School District spending plan of 
$24,174,395, which will result in 
education spending of $18,629 per 
equalized pupil — 9.27% higher 
than spending for the current year. 
Across the six towns in the district 
— Whiting, Brandon, Goshen, 
Leicester, Pittsford and Sudbury — 
residents voted 755 in favor, 701 
opposed.

Winning seats on the OVUUS 
school board where Kevin Thornton 
in Brandon, Fernanda Canales in 
Goshen, Brett Mullins in Pittsford 
and two at-large candidates, Brent 
Scarborough and Paul Lathrop. An 
open seat in Leicester did not earn 
enough write-in votes (10) to gain a 
winning candidate.

Town Meeting Results

Open Tuesday-Saturday 7am-2pm 
Closed on Sundays & Mondays
51 Ossie Road, East Middlebury, VT

St. Patrick’s Day
is just around the
CLOVER!

OtterEast.com
802-989-7220

School budgets
(Continued from Page 1A)

Career Center spending.
Only voting for proposed Otter 

Valley Unified Union School 
District spending was relatively 
close: About 52 percent of district 
voters there supported a budget 
plan a year after an initial proposal 
was defeated. 

Addison Northwest 
Superintendent Sheila Soule’s 
reaction in an email might have 
summed things up best. She wrote 
after 63% of ANWSD voters 
backed a substantial spending 
increase and officials projected 
homestead tax rates to increase 
across the district by between 10.5 
and 25 cents. 

“We have such great 
communities,” Soule said. 
“(They’re) very supportive even 
when it’s tough.” 

Backing for Hannaford Career 
Center spending has been solid 
in recent years, and 2023 was no 
exception despite a roughly 17.7% 
increase in proposed Fiscal Year 
2923-2024 (FY24) spending to 
$4,829,146.

Residents in the three unified 
districts the career center serves 
— Addison Central, Mount 
Abraham and Addison Northwest 
— combined to back the spending 
plan by 3,959  to 1,319.

The result was a 14% hike in the 
tuition that each of those districts 
pays to send students to the career 
center, an increase reflected in the 
districts’ budgets. 

Much of the higher career center 
spending is due to debt service on 
a $8.1 million capital bond that 
voters overwhelmingly supported 
in March 2022 for improvements 
to the center’s two Middlebury 
campuses. 

Towns’ Common Levels of 
Appraisal (CLAs) also factored into 
their tax rates this year as property 
values have risen dramatically in 
most Vermont communities. 

The Vermont Department of 
Taxes uses CLAs to measure 
how well communities measure 
their property values. Then, state 
officials use CLAs to adjust 
school tax rates to create equity 
among towns with varying levels 
of accuracy in how they assess  
real estate. CLAs above 100% 
— a rarity in Vermont right now — 
result in lower tax rates. 

Lower CLAs — which are now 
widespread in Addison County — 
result in upward pressure on school 
tax rates.
ADDISON CENTRAL

Voters strongly backed the 
proposed FY24 ACSD budget 
of $42,269,305 despite a 7.2 
increase over current spending. It 
won support from residents in the 
district’s seven member towns by 
1,889-465, or about 80-20%

District officials said the 
increase to the FY24 budget was 
driven by inflation, a 12.7% hike 
in health care premiums that 
affected all districts, and another 
problem shared by local districts 
— declining enrollment resulting 
in lower per-pupil revenue from 
the Vermont Education Fund. 

Other budget drivers included 
repairs and maintenance, a few 
capital improvements, rising costs 
of Pre-K tuition and the increase in 
career center tuition. 

The budget will maintain current 
ACSD education services and fund 

several new positions the district 
has been able to add thanks to 
temporary federal Elementary and 
Secondary School Emergency 
Relief (ESSER) funding that 
will sunset in 2024. Those 
include a teacher, two behavior 
interventionists and a Dean of 
Climate and Culture in this year’s 
Middlebury Union Middle School 
budget.    

According to district estimates, 
the proposed spending will 
produce a district-wide homestead 
property tax rate of $1.40 per $100 
of property value. But rates will 
vary from town to town based on 
CLAs.

Middlebury’s residential school 
tax rate is projected to drop by 
a penny; the rates in Cornwall 
and Ripton to fall by 9 cents; and 
the rates in Bridport, Salisbury, 
Shoreham and Weybridge to rise 
by between 4 and 6 cents. 

ACSD voters also authorized the 
ACSD board to transfer $1,520,974 
of the district’s FY2022 unassigned 
fund balance to its capital reserve 
fund and upped board members’ 
annual pay to $1,200 from $500. 
MOUNT ABE DISTRICT

Support for the MAUSD board’s 
$33,868,900 spending plan was 
solid despite a 15.5% increase. 
Voters in Bristol, Monkton, New 
Haven and Starksboro backed it by 
812-460, or 64-36%.

District officials had estimated 
approving the budget would lower 
taxes for most district residents 
— those who pay based on their 
incomes, not on the list value of 
their homes.  

The budget maintains all 
programs and adds a teacher 
at Monkton Central School. It 
also assumes all current Lincoln 
Community School staff choose 
to stay with MAUSD for the 
upcoming school year, when 
Lincoln will begin operating 
an independent school district. 
However, officials said that many 
Lincoln staff could stay at the 
school, resulting in savings for 
MAUSD.

The spending plan also included 
$900,000 to put toward capital 
improvements or payments on a 
potential future bond, most likely 
focusing on Mount Abraham 
Union High School.  

Also driving up spending were 
many of the factors in common 
with other districts: inflation, 
health insurance, declining 
enrollment, and higher career 
center tuition. 

Voters also supported putting a 
projected FY22 fund balance of 
$438,504 into the district’s capital 
reserve fund, and using up to $1.7 
million from the district’s capital 
reserve fund to help pay for the 
ongoing lobby and bathroom 
renovations at the high school.

 District officials project 
the homestead school tax rate 
increases in the four district 
towns to range from 6.88 cents 
in Starksboro to 8.68 cents in 
Monkton.

Lincoln, which just left 
MAUSD, will vote on school 
spending later this spring.
ADDISON NORTHWEST

ANWSD residents closely 
shadowed their MAUSD 
counterparts by backing a roughly 
13% FY24 spending increase to 
$25,312,768; the vote was 821-

486, or about 63-37%. 
District officials acknowledged 

the increase was the largest since 
ANWSD unification, and they 
cited many of the usual suspects: 
health insurance, declining 
enrollment, rising salaries and 
inflation affecting transportation, 
property and liability insurance 
and energy costs. 

While preserving all 
programs, the board also added 
a middle-school principal and an 
administrative post at Vergennes 
Union Elementary School.

Despite those factors, the 
ANWSD district-wide base 
homestead rate rose by just a bit 
more than 1% to $1.56 because 
of higher state support for local 
education. But ANWSD towns 
have low CLAs, and according 
to district officials they expect 
homestead school tax rates in the 
districts’ five communities to rise 
between 10 and 25 cents.

 Historically, however, rates 
have dropped in most ANWSD 
communities over the past few 
years. ANWSD rates could be 
rising a couple cents more, but in 
January the board applied about 
$208,977 of a larger surplus 
of more than $900,000 toward 
reducing rates, subject to voter 
approval. That move won support 
on Tuesday, 

The board also applied about 
$114,859 of the surplus to its 
Education Stabilization Fund, a 
move that did not require voter 
approval. On Tuesday voters also 
supported placing $600,000 of the 
surplus into the district’s Capital 
Improvement reserves. 

According to district estimates, 
the new school tax rates in ANWSD 
will increase in an estimated range 
from 10.5 cents in Panton to about 
23.6 cents in Addison. 

Again, about two-thirds of 
homeowners pay based on their 
incomes and will not feel the full 
effect of the changes in the rates. In 
2019 the average ANWSD prebate 
ranged from a low of $1,432 in 
Vergennes to a high of $1,932 in 
Ferrisburgh. 
OTTER, SLATE VALLEYS 

Residents in Brandon, Goshen, 
Leicester, Pittsford, Whiting and 
Sudbury supported proposed FY24 
Otter Valley district spending of 
$24,174,395 by a closer margin, 
755-701.

The budget is projected to result 
in education spending of $18,629 
per equalized pupil — 9.27% 
higher than spending for the 
current year.

Another district that had 
difficulty passing a spending plan 
in 2022 found success on Tuesday 
— the Slate Valley Unified School 
District, which includes Orwell.

Orwell voters joined residents 
of Fair Haven, Castleton, 
Hubbardton, Benson and West 
Haven in approving the Slate 
Valley spending plan as warned: 
$28,056,400. That represented 
an increase of a little less than 
7% from the figure that voters 
approved last year after rejecting 
the spending plan once. Tuesday’s 
vote was 1,118 yes and 841 no.

Superintendent Brooke 
Olsen-Farrell was glad to get the 
spending plan passed on its first 
go-around this year.

“We are extremely pleased,” 
she said.

GAVIN GREENWALT CHECKS in for the Shoreham town meeting 
at the little town’s elementary school on Tuesday evening. 

Independent photo/John S. McCright



Addison Independent, Thursday, March 9, 2023 — PAGE 19A

REMINDER
3rd INSTALLMENT

PROPERTY TAX BILLS ARE DUE
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 2023

Town of Middlebury property taxes are due in the 
Treasurer’s Office on or before Wed., March 15, 2023.

Office Hours:
Wednesday, March 15th, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Staff available by phone, 802-388-8100 ext. 203 or 204, 
or e-mail dstevens@townofmiddlebury.org
 Please allow extra time if you are using

 Bill Pay or mailing your payment,
postmarks are not accepted as timely payment.

For your convenience, there is a secure payment box located 
between the Town Office and the Library.

council, and challengers Cheryl 
Brinkman and Don Perley signed 
up for the race. 

Rakowski, a former Addison 
Northwest Supervisory Union 
board chair and Addison Northwest 
School District board member 
and current ANWSD employee, 
was the top vote-getter with 344. 
Huizenga, a city restaurateur and 
brewer, was next with 314 votes.

Brinkman, who recently retired 
from a long career in public health, 
will join them on the board after 
receiving 284 votes. Brinkman 
has a record of public service, 
including on school boards, the 
city’s planning commission and 
energy committee, the county’s 
solid waste management district 
board and the committee that 
explored whether Vergennes 
should establish a citizen panel 
to work with the city police 
department and officials on police 
issues.

Perley received 148 votes in his 
run for public office. He is a former 
IBM engineer who now works for 
DR Power Equipment. He told the 
Independent he had hoped to bring 
his “technical eyes to the table” if 
elected. 

As well as Mayor Bearor, 
Huizenga, Rakowski and 
Brinkman will join Deputy Mayor 

Dickie Austin and Councilors Jill 
Murray-Killon and Zoe Kaslow on 
the city council. 

The other contested race in 
Vergennes saw Chrystal Little 
prevail over Margaret Carrera-Bly, 
208-167, for a three-year term on 
the ANWSD board. Both were 
seeking elective office for the first 
time, although they had sought 
appointment to the school board 
this past fall after a resignation.

 Little, a parent of a Vergennes 
Union High School senior, is a 
former officer and active member 
of the Commodore Friends of 
Music, a costume department 
co-leader for the annual school 
musical, a music department 
chaperone and an assistant VUHS 
softball coach.

Carrera-Bly works remotely for 
a San Francisco firm that consults 
nationally with statewide and 
classroom-level science education 
programs. She worked previously 
for the Vermont Department of 
Education as a Science Specialist 
and taught at Otter Valley Union 
High School. She is a Vergennes 
Union Elementary School parent.

Michael Kane, who was 
appointed to the ANWSD board 
this past fall, ran unopposed to 
keep his seat for another two years 
and earned 357 votes.  

Vergennes 
(Continued from Page 1A)

ago that Middlebury launched a 1% 
local option tax on sales, rooms, 
meals and alcohol purchases as a 
way to help underwrite the costs of 
the $16 million Cross Street Bridge 
project. Middlebury College 
pledged to pay off $10 million of 
those costs through a gift.

Revenues from the local sales 
taxes have been substantially more 
than needed to cover the 30-year 
bond and bridge maintenance. 
So, the town has been applying 
some of the surplus (with voter 
permission) to various capital 
projects that would otherwise be 
borne by taxpayers.

The FY’24 budget and two 
special requests draws $1,523,496 
from an LOT reserve fund that 
currently is around $3 million. That 
$1,523,496 will be used for three 
things:

• $1 million will be applied to 
the $3.5 million cost of a new, 
1.3-million-gallon municipal water 
holding tank on Chipman Hill.

• $295,000 to buy the former 
Maverick Gas Station at 82 Court 
St., a property the town needs for 
a future realignment of the Court 
Street/Monroe Street/Charles 
Avenue intersection.

• $228,496 to offset increased 
capital improvement spending and 
debt service on the renovation of 
former wastewater treatment plant 
outbuildings located on police 
department property off Seymour 
Street. Those outbuildings will be 
used for storing town equipment 
and vehicles.

Town meeting attendees on 
Monday approved all three projects 
by overwhelming voice votes.

Selectboard Chair Brian 
Carpenter acknowledged the LOT 
surplus fund has helped Middlebury 
minimize annual tax hikes while 
allowing it to make progress on 
a backlog of local infrastructure 
projects. Town officials are 
conservatively estimating the local 
option tax will yield $1.1 million 
during fiscal year 2024. The 
community will need $290,692 
to meet its Cross Street Bridge 
obligations, which leaves $809,208 
available for capital improvements.

Carpenter was asked on Monday 
what will happen when the Cross 
Street Bridge debt is completely 
retired; would there be no more 
surplus funds to soften future 
budgets?

His reply — Middlebury’s local 
sales tax is here to stay. He said the 
tax provides a good mechanism for 
out-of-towners to help subsidize 
the roads, bridges and downtown 
where they routinely drive, work 
and shop.

“If you look around the 
state, there are more townships 
recognizing (the LOT) is a method 
for sharing some of the utilization 
of that infrastructure, as opposed 
to strictly relying on the property 
tax,” he said. 
OTHER TAKEAWAYS

Here are more takeaways from 
the action at Monday’s town 
meeting:

• Article 3: Shortening the debt 
service (to seven years) for the 
so-called “adaptive reuse” of 
the former wastewater treatment 
outbuildings is projected to save 2.3 
cents on Middlebury’s municipal 
tax rate. So voters agreed the use 
of $228,496 in LOT in this case 
would be money well spent.

• Article 4: The town has a 
purchase and sales pact with 
the owners of the Maverick 
station, but could back out if the 
dynamics of the deal change. 
The station has been designated 
a brownfields site, though the 
owner bears responsibility for 
any environmental remediation, 
officials said.

The $295,000 price tag for the 
property represents its assessed 
value (by the town).

As to the merits of realigning 
the now-disjointed nexus of 
Court Street/Monroe Street/
Charles Avenue into a four-way 
intersection, Carpenter asked 
the crowd rhetorically: “I don’t 
suppose anyone has seen a traffic 
jam on Court Street?”

Carpenter couldn’t specify when 
the realignment project will get 
under way; he said a lot depends 
on engineering, permitting and 
funding. But he said he believes 
it could be five years before work 
begins.

Resident James “Chip” Malcolm 
is hoping for a speedier process. He 
recalled, as a longtime local school 
director, how the town has tried to 
negotiate purchase of the Maverick 
property on multiple occasions 
through the years.

“They didn’t want to sell it,” 
Malcolm said, “so the only way we 
could have done this is by eminent 
domain.

“I would want to move with this 
project as quickly as you could,” 
he added. “It’s now 70 years since 
the high school was built and it’s 
probably time to realign this road.”

Article 5: Residents on Tuesday 
OK’d the proposed 1.3-million-
gallon water tank by a 948-102 
margin. A few folks questioned 
the need for a new tank, which 
will supplement an existing, 
1.5-million-gallon receptacle 
on Chipman Hill that delivers 
municipal water to 6,000 
consumers.

Resident Charles Mraz said he 
believes the town has adequate 
municipal water through its three 

wells, including the one at Palmer 
Springs that generates 1,550 
gallons per minute. 

“I think we’re doing a lot 
to prepare for a very obscure 
situation,” Mraz said of the notion 
the town could run low on water.

But town officials pointed to a 
2017 sanitary survey conducted 
by the state that found the current 
Chipman Hill water storage facility 
undersized and unable to provide 
enough capacity for average-
day demands — raising concerns 
of adequate reserves for fire 
protection during periods of peak 
demand.

And Selectboard Member 
Heather Seeley said the town 
could tap outside loans and grants 
to further reduce — and possibly 
eliminate — the $3.5 million costs 

of the above-ground, concrete 
tank. She noted the town was able 
to get substantial loan forgiveness 
and grant awards for a massive 
water main project involving 
portions of Washington and Court 
streets.

“We are hoping to have the 
same success with this project,” 
she said.

• Residents approved, with 
some dissent, Article 6, which 
will institute a new tax-payment 
schedule. Taxpayers currently 
pay their property taxes in three 
installments. The selectboard 
instead recommended two equal 
installments for FY24, due Nov. 
15, 2023, and March 15, 2024. 
The rationale behind the switch — 
The first installment in November 
allows time for the town to 
receive more timely state-aid-
for-education information. It also 
reduces the number of corrected 
bills that must be issued.

Some residents voiced concern 
that the new schedule provides 
only four months between tax 
payments. They noted the current 
payment schedule allows them to 
cover the financial burden in three 
phases.

In Australian ballot voting on 
Tuesday, Middlebury residents:

• Voted 861-192 in favor of a 
proposed town charter change 
that will allow for future town 
treasurers to be appointed instead 
of elected.

• Helped decide Addison 
Central School District board 
races (see story on Page 1A).

• Elected incumbent Selectboard 
Members Dan Brown and Brian 
Carpenter to three-year terms, and 
incumbent Isabel Gogarty to a 
two-year term.

• Helped pass a proposed ACSD 
budget (See story on Page 1A). 
The budget is expected to create a 
new education property tax rate of 
$1.67 per $100 of property value 
in Middlebury — representing a 
1-cent decrease compared to this 
year.

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

Middlebury
(Continued from Page 1A)

MIDDLEBURY TOWN MODERATOR Susan Shashok was pleased to 
take the MUHS auditorium stage for the community’s first in-person 
annual town meeting in three years. The COVID-19 pandemic has 
greatly reduced Shashok’s opportunities to lead major meetings 
since her election in 2019.

Independent photo/John Flowers
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Bristol Electronics installed our solar panels early this summer 
and all the sunny days have been pushing our meter backward at 
a good rate. It feels good to be contributing to “the grid”. Working 
with Chris, Steve, Dave and the other B.E. employees was a 
pleasure. They were well informed, patient and flexible as we 
worked through some early unforeseen roadblocks. We strongly 
recommend this company if you are interested in having solar 
energy at your home installed by a responsive, responsible 
company.                                       
            The Fishers – Addison, Vt   

FREE SITE EVALUATIONS

802 . 453 . 2500
BristolElectronicsVT.com

Addison, VT Homeowner 
Recommends Bristol Electronics

JAMES A. DUMONT, ESQ.

15 Main Street
PO Box 229

Bristol, Vermont
05443

1-802-453-7011

jim@dumontlawvt.com

Visit our website at
dumontlawvt.com

Representing injury victims for more than 35 years

Call me toll free - 1-866-453-7011

cvplumbingheating.com champlainvalleyfuels.com

PLUMBING & HEATING
125 Monkton Road

Bristol, VT
802-453-2325

FUEL DELIVERY
185 Exchange Street

Middlebury, VT
802-388-4975

• Dependable Delivery
• 24-hour Emergency Service

• Free estimates for new installations and renovations

And Don’t Forget to Schedule
Your Yearly Maintenance

On Your Heating Unit.

Spring Forward 
This Weekend

By MARIN HOWELL 
BRISTOL — The town of 

Bristol has been offered three 
bus shelters as part of a pilot 
program through the Vermont 
Agency of Transportation, AARP 
and Waitsfield’s Yestermorrow 
Design/Build School. At a Feb. 
27 selectboard meeting, board 
members discussed whether to 
accept the bus shelters and, if so, 

where to install them. 
Selectboard Chair Ian Albinson 

noted during the discussion that 
installing bus shelters was one of the 
projects residents recommended to 
the town’s American Rescue Plan 
Act Funding Advisory Committee 
to be considered. 

“One of the higher choices for 
the ARPA Committee was bus 
shelters, and it just happened 

to be at the same time that we 
were offered three bus shelters 
potentially for Bristol,” he 
said. “That’s why I sort of took 
this project on, because this is 
something a lot of people had 
requested, so let’s sort of run with 
this and see what we can do.”

The three pre-built, wooden 
shelters come in three designs, 
including a “Living Roof” shelter 

and an “Art” shelter, which 
features a built-in bookshelf and 
three-dimensional murals.   

The bus shelters were constructed 
by students at Yestermorrow 
and would be donated to the 
town, should Bristol choose to 
accept them. The pilot program is 
intended to create shelters for rural 
communities to support place-
making and boost transit ridership. 

The town would be responsible 
for preparing the sites for the 
bus shelters, as well as installing 
the structures. Once installed, 
Tri-Valley Transit would accept 
responsibility for maintenance and 
liability of the structures. 

Bristol has nine bus stops used 
by Tri-Valley Transit, the company 
formally known as ACTR. 
Stops with the highest ridership 
include the Bristol Town Green 
(1,976 pickups during FY22) and 
Bristol Shaw’s Supermarket (791 
pickups). Albinson said possible 
locations for bus shelters could be 
at those two stops, as well as at the 
Firehouse Apartments currently 
under construction on Firehouse 
Drive near the west end of West 
Street. 

Those three locations would 
require installing the bus shelters 
on private property, something 
Albinson said property owners 
have appeared amenable to. 

“Each property owner, the 
three that I’ve spoken to, are very 
interested in having bus shelters 
there, whether they be these 
designs or something else,” he said 
at the meeting. 

Board members discussed 
alternative locations for the bus 
shelters, notably the bus stop on 
Woodland Drive and the Bristol 

Family Center stop. 
The board also discussed the 

possibility of exploring other 
design options for potential bus 
shelters. There was some concern 
expressed over whether the 
donated structures would provide 
adequate space and protection for 
users. 

THIS MOCK-UP shows the bus shelter with a living roof that the 
Yestermorrow Design/Build School in Waitsfield will donate to the 
town of Bristol if the selectboard agrees to take responsibility for it. 
Two other shelters have also been offered.

Bristol selectboard considers installing bus shelters

“Each property owner, 
the three that I’ve 
spoken to, are very 
interested in having bus 
shelters there, whether 
they be these designs or 
something else.”

— Selectboard Chair 
Ian Albinson

“I’d hate to put these in and 
then discover in six months’ 
time that we’ve already had 
problems with them because of 
their particular design, so that’s 
definitely something we can 
look at,” Albinson said. “If (bus 
shelters) is something the public 
really wants, and we can see how 
much usage we get with these, I’m 
definitely willing to investigate 
other options.”  

Board members on the 27th voted 
unanimously to move forward 
with the permitting process for 
installing the bus shelters and 
to simultaneously explore other 
design and location options for the 
structures. The board will continue 
to discuss possibilities for installing 
bus shelters at a future meeting. 

ART CAN  CHANGE EVERYTHING

Art & Fine Craft Gallery

Prints, cards etc.
by David Holub of Colossal Sanders

Open Tuesday - Saturday 10-5 
Closed Sundays & Mondays

802-453-4032 | artonmain.net
25 Main Street, Bristol, VT

12 Main Street, Bristol   •  (802) 453-6945       
Open Every Day 10-5  •  www.simonsaysvt.com

Hop over to Simon 
Says to find treats 
for your baskets:

Wind-up Chicks, Surprise Dino Eggs,
Bunny Hair Clips, Surprise Carrots,

Easter Nesting Dolls,  Rabbit Stuffies, 
Easter Bubbles, Rabbit Ears, Panda Easter 

Eggs, Easter 
Squishmallows, 

Flower Pens
and more!

OPINION?
news@addisonindependent.com

Used & New Books
Puzzles, Board Games

Art & Craft Supplies
Toys & Gifts

Melissa & Doug
Thames & Kosmos

             BO OK S & I N S T R U M EN TS 

1 Main St • Bristol • 453-5982
www.recycledreadingofvt.com

Supply Your Imagination

M, Wed-Sat 10-5, Sun 11-3

Games & Collectibles

D&D Games, Books, Accessories 
Co-Op, Strategy, World-Building
Legacy, Campaign, Card Games

Gaming Dice, Mats & Game Shells
Classic Family & Party Games

Bristol’s Premier Game Shop!

Starting March 11th
March Madness Sale!!

Oscar Scmidt ODN Guitar with Free
 Accessories - Tuner, Strings, & More                                                                       

$159.00 !! 
Additional Guitars & Ukes on Sale

Books on CD, 10% Off, DVDs 50% Off

Amps, Pedals, Mics, & Accessories 
World Drums & Percussion, Kalimbas 

Harmonicas, Tongue Drums, Didgeridoos 
Kid’s Instruments, Music Books, & More
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By ANDY KIRKALDY
MIDDLEBURY — The dance 

came to an end on Saturday night 
for the Middlebury College men’s 
basketball team, when a relentless 
Nichols College used its quickness 
to shrug off an early Panther surge 
and prevail, 73-66, on the Panthers’ 
home court in an NCAA Division 
III regional final. 

Middlebury (20-6) took a 15-4 
lead over Nichols (25-5) in the 
first 12:55 and still led by 18-8 
when NESCAC Player of the Year 
— and NESCAC Defensive Player 
of the Year — Alex Sobel picked 
up his second foul at 10:17 of the 
first half. 

The complexion of the game 
changed. The Bisons had seen 
Sobel, a 6’-8” forward, and 
Panther Sam Stevens block and 
change shots at the rim up to that 
point, but their drives began to turn 
into points. 

Nichols closed the half with 
a 25-12 surge, with 16 of those 
points scored at the basket, and 
three more the result of fouls. 
When Jakigh Dottin beat the horn 
with a drive, the Bisons led, 31-30.

There were a couple factors. 
Nichols had rallied from down 
by 20 in Pepin Gymnasium the 
day before to prevail, 74-71, vs. 
Rochester. And as Bison forward 
Matthew Alectus said in the 
postgame press conference, his 
team is “one of the best second-
half teams in the nation.” The 
deficit didn’t faze the Bisons. 

And Middlebury Coach Jeff 
Brown said Sobel having to sit out 
most of 10 key first-half minutes 
made a difference. His three blocks 
on Saturday gave him 100 for the 
season.

“They really found their stride 
getting to the basket without Alex 
at the rim. They did a terrific job of 
really beating us off the dribble,” 
Brown said.

The Panthers weren’t done, 
however. A Jaden Bobbett three 
and a Sobel post move helped 
them take a 36-35 lead early in the 
second half. 

But Nichols countered with 
drives by Nathaniel Duckworth 
and Ty Rucker, a short jumper from 
Quincy Ferebee and an Alectus 
three-pointer, and the Bisons were 
up by 44-35 at 15:11. They led the 
rest of the way, twice by 13 at 55-
42 and 57-44. 

The Panthers fought back, as 
Sobel (16 boards) and sophomore 
David Brennan (14) combined for 
30 rebounds, and Sobel did his best 
to take over the game offensively 
— he powered inside for 19 of 
Middlebury’s final 24 points. 

With about seven minutes to go 
and the score 61-52, the Panthers 
switched to a zone defense to slow 
down the Bisons’ forays to the rim, 
and it proved effective. 

Sobel scored twice to cut the 
lead to five, and after Duckworth 

beat the shot clock with a three 
— a huge hoop at 5:00 — Sobel 
hit two free throws and a transition 
hoop to make it 64-60 at 2:55. 

Bison Tavon Jones and Sobel 
traded two free throws each, and it 
was still a four-point game at 2:11. 
The Panthers then missed a three, 
and in the final 1:44 the Bisons 
sank seven of 12 free throws to ice 
the victory.

Ferebee (20 points), Dottin (18 
points, a team-high eight boards) 
and Alectus (16 points and five 
boards) did most of the damage for 
the Bisons. 

Nichols Coach Brock Erickson, 
whose team dropped a 91-80 home 
game to the Panthers back on Nov. 
19, praised both teams. 

“Any time you can come into a 
place like Middlebury with such a 
rich tradition and come out with a 
win, it’s just a credit to how tough 
our players are and how hard they 
worked,” Erickson said. “I couldn’t 
say enough about Middlebury. 
They’re a tough group. We played 
them early in the year. Their coach 
is a great coach. He’s been here for 
a long time, and all he does is win.”

 Sobel, a senior, finished with 
29 points. Stevens (10 points, two 
blocks), Noah Osher and Edward 
Witherington each scored eight, 
and Brennan added six points and 

PANTHER FORWARD ALEX Sobel works in the post during the Panthers’ first-round home NCAA win 
on Friday. Sobel put up 29 points and 16 boards on Saturday, but it wasn’t enough, as the Panthers came 
up short. 

Independent photo/Steve James

MIDDLEBURY SENIOR GUARD Jaden Bobbett looks to make a play during the Panthers’ first-round NCAA D-III home victory on Friday. 
Nichols topped the Panthers on Saturday in the regional final.

Independent photo/Steve James

Middlebury men’s hoop 
bested in NCAA regional

AMHERST, Mass. — Top-
seeded host Amherst blanked 
the No. 4 Middlebury College 
women’s hockey team, 2-0, in 
a NESCAC semifinal played 
on Friday, ending the Panthers’ 
quest for a repeat league title.

However, the 16-7-3 Panthers’ 
hopes for a second straight 
NCAA Division III championship 
remain alive, in part because the 
tournament expanded to 11 teams 
this winter. 

Middlebury will host Suffolk 
(18-7-2) on Wednesday at 7 p.m. 
in its first-round NCAA game; the 
teams did not meet this winter. 
A victory then would send the 
Panthers into a 3 p.m. Saturday 
quarterfinal at traditional rival 
Plattsburgh. The Cardinals edged 
the Panthers in overtime, 2-1, in 
Middlebury. The final four is set 
for March 17 and 19, with the 
place and times to be determined.

Amherst, which had swept 
two regular-season games 
from the Panthers, defeated 
Hamilton in Saturday’s final, 
5-0, and advanced to the NCAA 
tournament with a 24-3 record. 
Hamilton and NESCAC No. 3 
seed Colby also received first-
round NCAA bids.

This past Saturday, the 
Mammoths outshot the Panthers, 
26-17, and held Middlebury off 
in the third period, when the 
Panthers put nine of their shots 
on net. 

Amherst took the lead with 
3:54 of the second period with 
a power-play goal. Kate Pohl 
scored on a one-timer from the 
right side following a cross-
crease pass from Carley Daly.

Amherst made it 2-0 at 15:11 
of the period when Marie-Eve 
Marleau redirected a pass into the 
upper right corner of the net.

The Panthers manufactured a 
good chance with 2:33 left, when 
Jenna Letterie worked behind the 
Mammoth defense, but Amherst 
goalie Natalie Stott (17 saves) 
gloved her bid.

Middlebury nearly cut the 
deficit in half at 13:05 of the third 
period, but Stott sprawled to save 
a shot from the slot by Sabrina 
Kim. Just 1:30 later, Stott got her 
pad on a Letterie’s point-blank 
bid at the right post.

The Panthers pulled goalie 
Sophia Merageas (24 saves) with 
2:32 left for an extra skater, but 
the Mammoths and Stott held the 
fort. 

 

Panther skaters 
fall in NESCAC, 
but still host 
NCAA contest

THETFORD — Host No. 3 
Thetford on Friday outlasted the 
Vergennes Union High School 
boys’ basketball team, 60-55, in 
a Division III quarterfinal, ending 
the Commodores’ season. Thetford 
moved onto a semifinal in Barre at 
16-5, while the Commodores wrap 
up at 11-11.

Thetford took the lead with 
a first-half run and held off the 
Commodores the rest of the way. 
Jacob Gilman hit five three-
pointers and scored 19 points to 
lead the winners, and Dillon Vance 
added 18 points off the bench.

Elijah Duprey led four 
Commodores in double figures 

with 16 points, adding four steals. 
Senior Shamus Rooney scored 13 
points and hauled in 10 rebounds, 
junior Oakley Francis scored 12 
points, and senior Abram Francis 
contributed 11 points and four 
assists. 

WOODSTOCK — Top-seeded 
host Woodstock prevailed over 
the No. 5 Middlebury Union High 
School girls’ hockey team, 3-0, in 
a Saturday semifinal. The Wasps 
improved to 18-4 and advanced to 
a Thursday final vs. the winner of 
a game postponed from Saturday 
to Monday between No. 2 Burr & 

Burton and No. 3 Kingdom Blades.
The Tigers completed a 

successful 12-10 season that 
included a decisive quarterfinal 
victory over No. 4 Hartford earlier 
last week. 

But the Wasps limited the 
Tigers to 16 shots on goal, all of 
which Woodstock goalie Meridian 

Bremel stopped. At the other end, 
Lily Gubbins scored twice for 
the winners, Isabel Konijnenberg 
scored once and added an assist 
and Hannah Gubbins assisted two 
scores.

Tiger goalie Ruby Hubbell 
stopped 28 of the 31 shots she 
faced.  

FAIR HAVEN — Undefeated 
host No. 2 Fair Haven jumped out 
to a big early lead and went onto 
a 51-37 Division II quarterfinal 
victory on Friday over the No. 
7 Mount Abraham Union High 

School boys’ basketball team. 
The 22-0 Slaters advanced to 

a Wednesday semifinal in Barre 
vs. No. 3 North Country, the 20-2 
Lake Division champion. 

The Eagles wrapped up their 

second straight winning season and 
second straight campaign with a 
home playoff victory with a record 
of 13-9. 

Fair Haven’s Joe Buxton sparked 
the Slaters with eight first-quarter 

points as Fair Haven took a 21-5 
lead after the first eight minutes. 
He left the game with an ankle 
sprain later in the half, however.  

 Sawyer Ramey led Fair Haven 
with 19 points, seven boards and 

seven steals. Sam Barber was next 
with 10 points in a balanced attack. 
The Slaters’ pressure defense was a 
factor in disrupting the Eagles. 

Mount Abe senior Chance 
Denecker led the Eagles with 11 

points and added three steals. 
Junior Ian Funke finished with 10 
points and blocked five shots.

 

Thetford edges VUHS boys in D-II quarters

Tiger girls’ hockey bows out in semifinal

Slaters soar over the Eagles in Division II boys’ hoop quarterfinal

ScoreScore
BOARD

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Girls’ Hockey
D-II Semifinal

3/4 #1 Woodstock vs #5 MUHS ............3-0
Boys’ Basketball
D-II Quarterfinal

3/3 #2 Fair Haven vs #7 Mt. Abe ......51-37
D-III Quarterfinal

3/3 #3 Thetford s #6 VUHS ..............60-55
COLLEGE SPORTS
Women’s Hockey

NESCAC Final Four at Amherst
3/3 #1 Amherst vs #4 Midd ...................2-0

NCAA D-III Tournament
3/7 Suffolk at Midd .............................. Late

Men’s Basketball
NCAA D-III Tournament

Regional at Midd
3/3 Midd vs Worcester State ............76-51
3/3 Nichols vs Rochester ..................74-71
3/4 Nichols vs Midd ..........................73-66

COLLEGE SPORTS
Baseball

3/4 Millsaps vs MIdd .............................9-6
3/4 Huntingdon vs Midd ....................16-12
3/5 Midd vs Hampden-Sydney ...........13-0

Women’s Lacrosse
3/4 Midd at Bowdoin .......Postponed to 3/8 
3/5 Midd vs Babson ............................20-5
3/8 Midd at Bowdoin ...........................Late 

Men’s Lacrosse
3/5 Midd vs Bowdoin ........................21-15
  

COLLEGE SPORTS
Women’s Hockey

NCAA D-III Tournament

3/11 Quarterfinal at Plattsburgh .........3 PM
3/17&19 Final Four .............................TBD

Baseball
3/11 Midd at Swarthmore (2) ............ Noon
3/12 Midd at Bard   ..........................11 AM
3/19 Midd at Chapman  .................... 2 PM

Women’s Lacrosse
3/11 Connecticut at Midd .................  Noon 
3/15 St. Lawrence at Midd ...............  6 PM
3/18 Midd at Trinity ..........................  Noon 

Men’s Lacrosse
3/11 Midd at Connecticut ...................Noon
3/11 Midd at Connecticut .................. Noon
3/12 Midd at RPI ..............................  4 PM
3/18 Trinity at Midd ........................... 1 PM

Softball 
In Florida*

3/18 Midd vs Farmingdale* ........  11:30 AM
3/18 Midd vs Ohio Wesleyan* .......... 2 PM
3/19 Midd vs Union* ..................  11:30 AM
3/19 Midd vs Keuka* ..........................2 PM
3/20 Midd vs Hope* .................... 11:30 AM

ScheduleSchedule

panthers
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MUHS Nordic D-II Champions!

Coach: Keith Wilkerson

Name Grade
Stella May Andrews 12
Melody Berenbaum 12
Trey Bosworth 12
Naomi Brightman 12
Wu Dong 12
Megan Gemignani 12
Arianna Graham-Gurland 12
Dahlia Harrison-Irwin 12
Lia Robinson 12
Vivian Ross 12
Eliot Schneider 12
Benjamin Seaton 12
Nora Wootten 12
Asa Baker-Rouse 11
Baxter Harrington 11
Elliott Slavin 11
Henry Weston 11
Eva Andrews 10
Sarah Benz 10
Matthew Berg 10
Aaron Carr-Perlow 10
Lila Cook Yoder 10
Lucas Flinner 10
Beth McIntosh 10
Baker Nelson 10
Haakon Olsen 10
Gabe Schmitt 10
Ava Schneider 10
Jackson Trump 10
Matias Citarella 9
Kaden Hammond 9
Mary Harrington 9

(802) 388-3533
www.addisonwellnesspt.com

231 Court St., Middlebury

Congrats MUHS Nordic Teams!

Congratulations on your Congratulations on your 
well-deserved success!well-deserved success!

Telecommunications Sales & Service Data Cabling & Fiber Optics

802-388-8999
 

PLUMBING & HEATING 
125 Monkton Rd., Bristol, VT 

802-453-2325
cvplumbingheating.com

FUEL OIL
185 Exchange St., Middlebury, VT

 802-388-4975
champlainvalleyfuels.com

Way to Go, Tiger Nordic!
Division 2 State Champs!

MUHS Nordic
2023 State Champs!
Congrats

802-388-7620
countytirecenter.com

Court Street
Middlebury, VT

802-388-7600

Congrats,
MUHS Nordic
teams on your 
championship
wins!

64 Jackman Drive • Bristol, VT  05443
For information on all your energy needs, please contact us at:

802-453-2381 • JackmansInc.com

Congratulations MUHS
Nordic Champions 2023!

MemorialSportsCenter.org

Congrats
Tigers

Nordic Champs!

68 Main St., Midd. • 388-3444
www.middleburyshop.com

Congratulations
to the MUHS Girls & 
Boys Nordic teams

— State
Champions,

WOW!

Congratulations
MUHS Tigers 

Nordic State
Champions!

802-388-3371
OtterCreekBakery.com

CONGRATS ON AN AMAZING SEASON
We’re so proud of you all!

Call the office or speak  
with your provider about  

scheduling an appointment. 
802-388-1338

rainbowvt.com

We are accepting new patients

Congratulations Champions!Congratulations Champions!
In honor of your win, Vermont Sun would like to award team members a 

Complimentary 1-week Unlimited Membership!* 
* Clip this ad and bring it in to start your membership by March 31, 2023

802-388-6888 • vermontsun.com

Congratulations
MUHS Nordic!

from all of us at the 
Rikert Outdoor Center and

Middlebury Snowbowl.

MiddleburySnowBowl.com 
RikertOutdoor.com

CongratulationsCongratulations

Middlebury Union High School Nordic Ski Team
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I’m standing on the snow at 
Rikert next to my wife Deborah, 
clicking my cross-country ski boots 
into my bindings. My thoughts 

bounce back a 
month to when 
I was standing 
in the same 
spot, doing the 
same thing, but 
under less ideal 
conditions. On 
that earlier trip, 
the snow was 
old, thin and 
stale. Patches 

of grass and earth were popping up 
all around, and the forecast was for 
10 straight days of temperatures 
over 40 degrees, with a few over 
50, and several predicted bouts of 
rain. Sugaring weather was roaring 
down at us in early February.

“This is it,” I told Deborah. 
“Let’s enjoy this while we can.” I 
tried to sound cheerful, putting the 
emphasize on enjoy, but the gloom 
and doom was evident in my voice. 
I sounded like C.S. Lewis’s Narnia 
character Puddleglum from his 
book “The Silver Chair” as I add, 
“This is probably our last time this 
year.”

“I don’t know,” Deborah 
replied in a voice that actually 
was cheerful. “We still might get 
another big snow and be able to 
ski several more times. Sometimes 
March is the best month of the year 
at Rikert.”

I was skeptical. I was also wrong. 
Because here it is March 5, and I 
am stepping into my skis looking 
out at some of the best conditions 
of the year. It’s my fourth time out 
in the past seven days in a run of 
what could be six excursions in 
two weeks. Although she doesn’t 
use the exact words “I told you 
so,” Deborah can’t resist pointing 
this out. 

“Yeah,” I reply, “but if every 
time we head out 
skiing I say, ‘This 
is probably our 
last time,’ I will 
eventually be right.”

Deborah can’t 
argue with that 
impeccable logic. 
And in my defense, 
there is a positive 
side to my approach. 
My moral is, 
Don’t waste any 
opportunity to 
delight in winter 
and snow and the 
outdoors and our favorite activity 
together. Each time might be the 
last. If I approach each opportunity 
to get out skiing as a possible last 
(even if I’m wrong), I’m less likely 
to let it slip away.

On this trip, we are with our 
oldest son Thomas, and his wife 
Courtney. Thomas is pulling their 
son (our grandson) behind him in 
a covered pulk. We head up First 
Loop and then out toward Upson’s, 

also known as Figure Eight. We 
stop only to scrape clumpy snow 
off our skis and treat them with 
non-stick coating. The pulk is also 
sticking, so we treat that. It begins 
to glide better.

I’m enjoying the great ski 
conditions. I’m enjoying the trees 
and the snow and the distant 
hillsides. I’m especially enjoying 
time with my wife and son and 
daughter-in-law. My grandson has 

been lulled 
to sleep, 
but I’m 
e n j o y i n g 
w a t c h i n g 
T h o m a s 
haul him 
a r o u n d 
and the 
occasional 
glimpse of 
his peaceful 
s l e e p i n g 
face. It 
b r i n g s 
back fond 

memories from 30 years earlier 
when I was hauling Thomas 
around — first in an open sled 
with a makeshift harness, and then 
(eventually) in rental pulks. 

We get to Craig’s Hill and 
Thomas comments on how he is 
now aware of his hip flexors. It’s 
a muscle he never noticed in his 
20s. Courtney ponders whether 
he might want a break pulling the 
pulk. I think everybody is looking 

at me. Although, as noted, I have 
fond memories of pulling Thomas 
around in a pulk, I’m not especially 
eager to relive those memories 
viscerally. I have also become 
more aware of my own hip flexors. 
And my lower back, my knees, and 
several muscles I have possessed 
my entire life but recently have 
become much more aware of. 

Statistically speaking, I have 
entered what a writer acquaintance 
speaks of as the “third third” of 
life. It’s an interesting euphemism. 
We are watching lots of our friends 
deal with new diagnoses that 
impact their lifestyles and limit 
their activities. We are not without 
a couple of those threatening us as 
well. As with the melting of the 
snow, there is a certain inevitability 
that the current season will wind 
down.

But right now, the conditions are 
still favorable. I tell Thomas I’m 
willing to give it a go if he needs a 
break. Fortunately (for me), he says 
that while somebody else can take 
a turn if they want to, he’s happy 
chugging along with the pulk. So 
I let him chug on, periodically 
entertaining myself by peering 
through the plastic window at my 
grandson, who has begun to wake 
from his nap. “Take advantage 
of this while you can,” I want to 
tell him. “It won’t last forever. 
Someday, you’ll have to propel 
yourself around on your own skis.”

MATTHEW
DICKERSON

Skiing at Rikert in March can excel

“Sometimes 
March is the best 
month of the 
year for skiing at 
Rikert Outdoor 
Center.”

— Deborah Dickerson

MIDDLEBURY — The 
Middlebury College men’s 
lacrosse team shrugged off an 
early 4-1 deficit on Sunday on 
its way to a 21-15 victory over 
visiting Bowdoin in the season 
opener for both teams. The game 
was moved from Saturday due to 
the weekend snowstorm. 

After falling behind by three in 
the first 5:42 the Panthers rattled 
off six-straight goals over the 
next 8:28 for a 7-4 advantage, 
including a tally by Luke Simpson 
who carried the ball nearly the 
length of the field before scoring.

A Finn Muldoon quick-stick 
goal pushed the Middlebury lead 
to 11-6 at the half. The Panthers 
then opened the second half with 
six consecutive goals, including 

a pair from Russell Thorndike, 
for a 17-6 advantage with 6:40 
left in the stanza. The closest the 
Polar Bears came the rest of the 
way was the final score with 4:21 
remaining in the game. 

Tom Conley tied his career high 
with four goals to go along with 
two assists to lead the Panthers. 
William Ryan also scored four, 
Cooper DeMallie notched a hat 
trick, and Jack Sheehan added 
a pair. Panther William Munroe 
won 22 of 39 faceoffs and finished 
with a game-best 12 groundballs. 
Patrick Fitzgerald tossed in six 
goals for the Polar Bears. 

Panther goalie Hayden Kern 
made 17 saves in his first career 
start. Robert Hobbs also made 17 
for Bowdoin.   

MIDDLEBURY — The 
Middlebury College women’s 
lacrosse team opened its season 
on Sunday by defeating visiting 
Babson, 20-5. The Panthers had 
been set to visit Bowdoin on 
Saturday, but due to the weekend 
snowstorm that game was moved 

to Wednesday.
The Panthers jumped out to a 

6-0 lead in the first few minutes 
on Sunday. Maggie Coughlin and 
Hope Shue each scored twice to 
spark the early surge. The Panthers 
stretched the lead by 15-3 at the 
break as they cruised to the win. 

Jane Earley led the Panther attack 
with four goals and an assist and 
also controlled nine draws. Shue 
and Anna Spehr each had three 
goals and an assist, and Coughlin 
finished with a hat trick. 

 Nine Panthers scored in all, 
and goalies Annie Enrietto (three 

saves) and Gina Driscoll (two) 
combined for five saves. Emily 
Curtis led Babson with three goals, 
and goalie Kathleen Murphy made 
seven saves. 

 The Panthers are set to host 
Conn College at noon on Saturday.

MONTGOMERY, Ala. — The 
defending NESCAC champion 
Middlebury College baseball team 
opened its season this past weekend 
with one win in three non-league 
games played at Huntingdon 
College in Montgomery. 

The win came on Sunday, when 
the Panthers blanked Hampden-
Sydney, 13-0. Justin Lessing threw 
five innings of two-hit ball to earn 
the win. 

The Panthers scored three times 
in the first inning on an Andrew 
Ashley RBI single and Alec Ritch’s 
two-run double. They added three 
more runs in the second on RBI 
singles by John Collins and Kyle 
McCausland.

In the third, Zip Malley doubled 
in Sammy Smith, who had stolen 
second. Middlebury added two 
in the fourth on a Collins triple, 
McCausland single, and an 
Andrew Gough sacrifice fly. After 
Smith plated a run on a single, 
Baker Angstman launched a three-
run homer to cap the scoring.

On Saturday, Middlebury kicked 
off the season by dropping a 
doubleheader, losing the first game 
to Millsaps, 9-6, and the second, 
16-12, to Huntingdon. 

 The Panthers took a 5-0 lead 
after two innings vs. Millsaps. 

In the first inning, Jack Stolper 
singled in Beau Root and John 
Collins, and in the second,  singles 
by Chris Borter, Andrew Ashley 
and Collins; two walks; a passed 
ball and an error plated three runs.

But Millsaps scored three runs 
in each of the third and fourth 
innings, and single runs in the 
sixth, seventh and eighth innings. 
The Panthers managed only 
one more in the seventh, when 
Stolper singled home Root. Henry 
Guvtavson took the pitching loss. 

In the nightcap, Collins gave the 
Panthers a quick lead with a three-
run homer, but Huntingdon scored 
nine runs in the first two innings. 

The slugfest continued in 
the third, when Panther Nathan 
Samii slugged a two-run homer 
before Middlebury loaded the 
bases with two outs. Collins then 
walked to force in one run before 
McCausland belted a grand slam 
to give Middlebury a 10-9 lead. 
Collins finished the outing with 
three runs and four RBI, doubling 
as well homering.

 Sawyer Duarte started and took 
the loss after one-plus innings of 
work. Spencer Dessart allowed 
two earned runs in five innings of 
relief, but was saddled with the 
setback. 

MEDFORD, Mass. — A 
Middlebury College women’s 
relay team qualified for this week’s 
Division III NCAA Track & Field 
Championship by winning at a last-
chance qualifying meet at Tufts 
University this past Saturday. A first 
year teammate will also compete at 
nationals as an individual.

The quartet of Audrey Grimes, 
Michelle Louie, Ciara Dale and 
Kate Kenny won the women’s 
distance medley relay (DMR) in 
11:50.58 — two and a half seconds 

ahead of runner-up RPI — at the 
Tufts National Qualifying Meet. 
The DMR consists of a four leg — 
400m, 800m, 1200m and 1600m.

Panther senior Cady Barns 
also competed at the Tufts meet, 
earning sixth place in the long 
jump with a leap of 5.28m (17’4”). 
It did not qualify her for a trip to 
the nationals.

Middlebury first year Emily 
Rubio had already qualified 
to compete in the Division III 
National Championship in the 

pentathlon. She currently holds the 
sixth-best score this season in the 
five-discipline event (60m hurdles, 
high jump, shot put, long jump 
and 800m), with a total of 3,464 
points set at the Middlebury Winter 
Classic. She is the only first-year 
who will compete in the pentathlon 
at the NCAA Championships. 
Rubio has already broken the 
Middlebury pentathlon school 
record twice this season. 

The Middlebury DMR ranks 
seventh in the nation. The team’s 

winning time at Tufts was nearly 10 
seconds better than their previous 
top time. Last year, Louie was 
part of the Middlebury DMR team 
that earned All-American honors, 
placing fourth. 

The NCAA championship meet 
is in Birmingham, Ala., on March 
10-11. The pentathlon will take 
place on Friday from 11:20 a.m. to 
5:20 p.m., while the DMR begins 
at 7:25 p.m.

Panther nine wins one 
of three to open spring

Panther athletes qualify for NCAA meet
Men’s lax declaws Polar 
Bears in season debut

Women’s lacrosse thumps Babson in home opener

Middlebury women’s relay team, pentathlete to head to D3 championships

For breaking news & updates wherever you are!
facebook.com/addisonindependent

twitter.com/addyindy

Find Us On:

Thursday March 9:
9:00 - 11:00 AM - Public Skating

Friday March 10:
3:30 - 5:00 PM - Stick & Puck 

Saturday March 11:
1:30 - 3:00 PM - Stick & Puck 

3:00 - 4:30 PM - Public Skating

Sunday March 12
2:00 - 3:30 PM - Public Skating

Tuesday March 14:
9:00 - 11:00 AM Public Skating
3:30 - 5:00 PM - Stick & Puck 

Thursday March 16:
9:00 - 11:00 AM - Public Skating

3:30 - 5:00 PM - Stick & Puck 

Upcoming Events

Memorial Sports Center
296 Buttolph Drive • Middlebury, VT

802-388-1238
info@memorialsportscenter.org
MemorialSportsCenter.org

Skate Sharpening 
available during

all events.
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Hump day

A back-country challenge around 

an iconic Vt. mountain is a vital 

fundraiser. See Arts + Leisure.

By the way
By the way

To the wire

Another local hoops game was 

decided in the final seconds, this 

one in Vergennes. See Page 1B.

Get healthy

Changes in light can make winter 

SAD. Read about ways to perk up 

in the special section inside A+L.

Health &
    Well-Being

A special publication of The Addison Independent | January 19, 2023

Inside:
 The Winter Blues

 New Pump Track

 Be careful shoveling

 

REGULAR PEOPLE WORK up a sweat in the weight room 

at Vermont Sun in Middlebury last week. Above, 91-year-old 

Al Molnar works out six days a week. Right, Bekkah Simmons 

keeps an eye on the machine as she pulls up weights.  

Independent photos/Steve James

Middlebury to 

diversify work 

to limit CO2 

emissions

Train brings 
steps toward
big grants to
plan housing

ACSD school board to see 

major turnover this year

Bixby LEGO robotic program 

teaches coding, teamwork, more 
Citing racism, Tiger 

girls say no to game

Legislative breakfasts will go on

Enosburg’s issues prompt action

Five members could change as major challenges loom

(See CO2 reduction, Page 8A)

(See Racism, Page 11A)

(See Breakfasts, Page 8A)

(See ACSD Board, Page 10A)

(See Robotics, Page 14A)

(See Grant, Page 11A)

By ANDY KIRKALDY

VERGENNES — Miniature turning windmills, a 

mobile front-loading truck and other LEGO creations 

— along with the local middle- and elementary-

school students who built them and the mentors who 

helped the builders — took center stage in the 

Bixby Library’s Community Room this past 

Saturday. 
The occasion was the Community Demo Day 

for the Bixby Lego Robotics Program. That 

program brought two teams, one of nine older 

students and one of five younger pupils, together 

every Wednesday at the Vergennes library since this 

past fall to design and build robotic projects, including 

writing the necessary software code, with the help 

of a half-dozen mentors. 

Saturday’s hour-long event, which was 

well attended by team members’ friends 

and family members, also doubled as a test 

run for the older Challenge Team’s project. 

That team’s project consists of a truck 

that moves two loads across a colorful surface 

(about the size of a sheet of plywood) to separate 

destinations and then triggers a windmill’s blades to 

start churning. Challenge Team will enter it into a Jan. 

28 Statewide LEGO First Competition at Norwich 

University. 
The theme of the contest is “Renewable Energy.” 

Thus the members of both the Challenge Team and 

younger Explorer Team also went to Monument 

Farms Dairy in Weybridge to learn about its 

manure-fueled bio-digester that provides 

some power to the business, and they 

also interviewed Green Mountain 

Power (GMP) officials 

about renewable power. 

The Challenge Team 

also shared what they 

learned in a skit that 

will be part of their 

contest presentation. 

Team members posed 

as TV journalists interviewing 

LEGO BIXBY ROBOTICS Explorer Team members Isaac Bouffard (left), Kayson Lavella and 

Porter Johnstone demonstrate their renewable energy project Saturday in the Vergennes library’s 

Community Room.

Independent photos/Andy Kirkaldy

More signs of a return to 

normalcy: Bristol’s Pocock 

Rocks Music Festival & Street 

Fair will return this summer 

after a long COVID hiatus, 

and the town is looking to 

resurrect its seasonal farmers 

market. Pocock Rocks has 

traditionally featured live 

musical performances from 

multiple well-known and loved 

regional bands, and hosted 

over 30 vendors, including 

microbrews, wine, hard 

ciders, spirits, specialty foods, 

gifts, and crafts. The festival 

By ANDY KIRKALDY

MIDDLEBURY — The 

members of the Middlebury 

Union High School girls’ 

basketball team chose not to 

travel to Enosburg Falls High 

School for a game this past 

Thursday citing a history of 

racist harassment of Tiger 

athletes at the Franklin County 

school. 
The team last week posted 

a statement on Instagram that 

cited three separate incidents 

over the past three years when 

MUHS athletic teams have 

experienced racist attacks from 

Enosburg spectators. They 

said Enosburg had used hate 

speech toward members of their 

community and other groups.

The Tiger team members felt 

that Enosburg officials had not 

addressed the problem to the 

degree required.

“Discrimination of any form 

can no longer be allowed and 

these incidents must not be 

ignored or swept under the 

rug,” they wrote. “We feel that 

the blame should not be placed 

solely on the individuals who 

made the racist comment, but 

rather this is a systemic issue 

that must be addressed more 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEEBURY — Three 

Addison County municipalities 

are well-positioned to receive 

a $100,000 grant to plan future 

housing, bike paths and other 

facilities that could dovetail with 

the new passenger rail service in 

their communities.

The Chittenden County Regional 

Planning Commission will act 

as a conduit for a $2.1 million in 

federal grant money that will fund 

“Transit-Oriented Development 

(TOD)” in northwest Vermont. 

Communities are eligible for one 

of up to 12 available $100,000 

slices of that funding. 

The northwest region 

encompasses Addison, Chittenden, 

Rutland, Franklin and Washington 

counties. The Addison County 

Regional Planning Commission 

(ACRPC) is encouraging eligible 

local communities to apply.

The $100,000 grants will support 

municipal efforts to create transit-

oriented development master plans 

for their downtowns and village 

centers, and to draft bylaws to 

implement those master plans.

Adam Lougee, executive 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — The 

town of Middlebury has made 

good progress reducing the 

carbon footprint of its municipal 

operations, but the community 

will need a major shift in strategy 

if it’s to reach its goal of cutting 

CO2 emissions by 80% (compared 

to what it generated during fiscal 

year 2019) by the year 2030.

Members of the Middlebury 

Energy Committee stressed that 

point during a recent selectboard 

meeting, at which they provided an 

update on the community’s “80% 

by 2030” goal — an objective that 

By JOHN FLOWERS

ADDISON COUNTY — 

Addison County’s long tradition 

of holding legislative breakfasts 

linking elected politicians with 

their constituents while the 

General Assembly is in session 

will continue — with a few tweaks.

The Independent reported on 

Jan. 12 that the legislative breakfast 

series, after a more than 50-year 

run, was on life support after it 

went on hiatus in early 2020 due to 

the COVID-19 pandemic.

The most recent sponsors of the 

event — the Addison County Farm 

Bureau and the Bridport Grange 

— at the time reported no firm 

plans to bring back the Monday 

morning gatherings held during the 

Legislative session.

But Farm Bureau and Grange 

officials met late last week and 

decided to resurrect the breakfasts, 

albeit on an every-other-week 

schedule, instead of weekly.

Tim Buskey, a leader of the Farm 

Bureau, said the 2023 legislative 

breakfast series will kick off on 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — The Addison 

Central School District board will 

swap out at least three — and as 

many as five — of its 13 members 

this winter. 
The transition will occur as the 

panel takes on several weighty 

challenges — searching for a new 

superintendent, crafting a new 

strategic plan to ensure all students 

have equal access to quality 

education and planning a multi-

million-dollar bond to bring all 

nine ACSD school buildings up to 

code.
The transition will begin 

during the coming weeks as the 

Cornwall selectboard helps pick 

a replacement for that town’s 

lone ACSD board member, Peter 

Conlon. As previously reported by 

the Independent, Conlon resigned 

from the panel on Jan. 9 to chair 

the Vermont House Education 

Committee. Conlon, a Democrat, 

Starting the day off right

METEOROLOGISTS TELL US that a high-pressure mass traps dust in the air, which scatters blue light and leaves red highlights in 

the sky. No one in Addison County who saw this spectacular sunrise on Dec. 29, shown here over Middlebury, would have to know the 

science to appreciate the breathtaking beauty.

Independent photo/Sadie Messenger

Interested in selling the Interested in selling the Addison IndependentAddison Independent at your business?   at your business?  
Call 802.388.4944 or email frontdesk@addisonindependent.com Call 802.388.4944 or email frontdesk@addisonindependent.com 

and chat with Sadie!and chat with Sadie!

Stop by any of these 60+ locations  
for your copy of Addison County’s  

award-winning community newspaper!

Meet Sadie!
Our Circulation 

Manager
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Art for HabitatAlbright’s portraits focus on home 
and people, perfect for the cause 
she supports. See Arts + Leisure.

By the way
By the way

Fast track
After a snowfall, the Tiger Nordic 
ski teams have a good day on their 
home course. See Sports, Page 1B.

Our thanksCounty firefighters gather in-
person to recognize those who 
protect us. See Page 12A.

ANWSD budget rises; 
hammer falls on taxesPassenger rail gathers momentum Middlebury voters to field 

$3.5M water tank bond

Pocock and farmers market arereturning to Bristol

MUHS principal abruptly leaves; interim steps in

Cornwall woman appointed to the ACSD board

Board adds funds for projects to budget plan

Ethan Allen expansion draws 1,000s (See ANWSD, Page 15A)

(See Water tank, Page 13A)

(See Passengers, Page 17A)

(See MAUSD, Page 13A)

(See Bristol, Page 13A)

(See ACSD board, Page 15A)

(See Campbell, Page 3A)

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — The Addison 
Central School District Board on 
Tuesday picked Ellen Whelan-
Wuest to temporarily fill a Cornwall 
spot on the panel recently vacated 
by incumbent Peter Conlon.

Whelan-Wuest will serve until 
the March 7 Town Meeting Day 
elections, which will offer her and 
other Cornwall residents a chance 
to run for the final year on Conlon’s 
three-year term.

By MARIN HOWELL BRISTOL — Folks in the 
5-town area in and around Bristol 
have a lot to look forward to, as 
two well-loved community events 
are slated to return this summer. 
The Bristol CORE organization is 
preparing to bring back the town’s 
Pocock Rocks music festival and 
street fair, as well as reestablish the 
Bristol Farmers Market. Bristol CORE is a nonprofit 

organization committed to 
maintaining the economic vitality 
of downtown Bristol. The group 

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — The recently 
expanded Ethan Allen Express 
passenger rail service is exceeding 
state officials’ expectations, while 
providing a boost for Addison 
County travelers, innkeepers, 
students and merchants.

It was on July 29 of last year 
that Amtrak added Burlington, 
Middlebury and Vergennes/
Ferrisburgh stops to what had 
until then been a Rutland-to-New 
York City Ethan Allen Express 
passenger rail service, also known 
as EAX. Service expansion was 

warmly greeted by Addison 
County residents, merchants, 
lodging establishments and the 
Middlebury College community.

That warm greeting has morphed 
into avid ridership, according to 
Vermont Agency of Transportation 
(VTrans) officials.Toni Clithero, VTrans Amtrak 

Grants Program manager, told the 

Independent that EAX ridership 
at Burlington’s Union Station is 
averaging approximately 2,132 
riders per month or 71 passengers 
per day, with the monthly averages 
being 477 for the Middlebury 
station and 309 for the Ferrisburgh-
Vergennes station.Clithero noted VTrans and 

RIDERS BOARD THE expanded Ethan Allen Express passenger rail service at the Middlebury station this past Friday. Ridership has 

exceeded Amtrak and Vermont Agency of Transportation expectations with nearly 4,000 additional riders on the train in November.Independent photo/Steve James

By ANDY KIRKALDYVERGENNES — The Addison 
Northwest School District 
(ANWSD) budget that voters will 
consider on Town Meeting Day 
calls for a 13.4% spending increase 
but property tax rate increases are 
expected to be a fraction of that.

Nevertheless, residents of the 
five ANWSD municipalities 

shouldn’t look for a tax break.
The ANWSD board last week 

endorsed a budget that would set 
spending for the 2023-2024 school 
year at about $25.3 million, which 
is an increase of about $3 million. 

The proposed spending preserves 
all existing programs and adds a 
couple jobs, including a middle 

By MARIN HOWELL BRISTOL — The Mount 
Abraham Unified School District 
board has an adopted a budget 
for fiscal year 2024 to put before 
voters that, despite a 15.52% 
increase in the cost per equalized 
pupil, is expected to translate into 
a decrease in the education tax 
rate for the roughly two-thirds 

of district residents who pay for 
schools based on their income. 

The plan, adopted by the board 
at its Tuesday meeting, is based 
on an estimated $33,868,900 in 
total spending for FY24. With an 
anticipated $5,778,530 coming into 
the district from outside revenue, 
education spending for FY24 is 

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 
voters on Town Meeting Day 
will be asked to support a $3.5 
million bond to build a new water 
storage tank on Chipman Hill to 
supplement the current, 1.5 million-
gallon receptacle in that same 
area that delivers municipal water 
to 6,000 year-round consumers 

— including 2,500 Middlebury 
College students and 2,300 service 
connections providing flow to a 
variety of residential, commercial 
and industrial users.Emmalee Cherington, the town’s 

director of public works operations, 
pointed to a 2017 “sanitary survey” 
conducted by the state of Vermont 

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Middlebury Union High 

School Principal Justin Campbell resigned Monday, 

effective immediately.After being on the job two and a half years, 

Campbell has built positive relationships with 

students, teachers and parents, according to his 

colleagues.MUHS drivers ed teacher George Rooney 
compared the mood of a 
teachers’ meeting following 
the Campbell announcement 
to a funeral service.“I always enjoyed working 

with him,” said Rooney, who 
is a representative of the 
Addison Central Education 
Association teachers’ union. 
“It felt like I was working 
with him, not for him.”Campbell himself was 

somewhat vague on his 
reasons for leaving. He 
announced his decision 
through a two short 

paragraphs in an email to the school community that 

arrived at 3:50 p.m. on Monday:
“After much contemplation, many conversations 

with family and some deep introspection, I have 

decided to resign my position as MUHS principal. I 

have enjoyed my time as an educator but I’m ready 

for a different challenge that helps me to better 

balance all aspects of my life.
“It has been a deep honor to be part of the MUHS 

community and I will cherish the memories I’ve 

made. I will work with (Addison Central School 

District Superintendent Peter) Burrows and the 

MUHS team to assure a smooth transition,” he 

added. “Thank you for all the kindness and support 

the community has shown my family and me 

throughout our time here.”
The Independent could not reach Campbell 

directly.

JUSTIN CAMPBELL

Homeless among us
CARING CITIZENS GATHERED and held signs on the greens in Addison County 

on Thursday, Jan. 19, to draw attention to the plight of those who don’t have 

a house to live in. This gentleman on the City Green in Vergennes displayed a 

message that all should take to heart. See more photos on Page 14A.Photo by Jason Duquette-Hoffman

MAUSD spending up, but tax rate is falling

Kudos to Middlebury’s 
Haymaker Bun Co., which has 
been picked as one of 20 semi-
finalists for a prestigious 2023 
James Beard Foundation award 
in the category of “Outstanding 
Bakery.” It is the only Vermont 
bakery recognized. The winners 
will be announced on June 5 at 
a ceremony at the Lyric Opera 
of Chicago. The James Beard 
Foundation’s Restaurant and 
Chef Awards are one of five 
separate recognition programs of 
the awards. The 2023 Restaurant 
and Chef semifinalists are 
recognized across 23 categories, 
including the new award for 
Outstanding Bakery. The 
James Beard Foundation is a 
nonprofit organization with a 
mission “to celebrate, support 
and elevate the people behind 
America’s food culture and 
champion a standard of good 
food anchored in talent, equity, 
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In the shadow
Local theater students wrote and 

will perform a gothic-style play 

next week. See Arts+Leisure.

By the wayBy the way

Netting two
The Tiger girls’ hockey team 

posted a pair of convincing wins 

to move over .500. See Page 1B.

Bird buddy
A conservation biologist will talk 

about birds at a Green Mountain 

Club meeting. See Page 6B.

Paid family leave seen as draw for workers

Middlebury placed on 

fast track for housing

Kid program fees made flexible

Lincoln couple share stories of  African photo safari

Hannaford Career Center 

hires a new superintendent

Town Meeting Day 

election slate firms up Rep. Scheu: Latest bill has a good chance

Encourage others to make the big trip 

Town earns special state designation

Payment model promotes accessibility to local camps 

See candidates on March 7 ballots

• New faces on Addison Central School District Board ...... Page 2A

• Look for a new Vergennes mayor and council member .... Page 2A

• Spots remain open on Mount Abe school board ................ Page 2A

• Middlebury will need to appoint a town clerk ................... Page 7A

• Ferrisburgh selectboard chair to step aside ........................ Page 7A

• Newcomer running for Brandon selectboard .................. Page 12A

Farming group eyes collaboration

(See Africa, Page 16A)

(See Bristol programs, Page 15A)

(See Farmers, Page 11A)

(See Career Center, Page 15A)

(See Housing, Page 10A)

(See Paid family leave, Page 13A)

By MARIN HOWELL 

LINCOLN — On a snowy, 

below-freezing evening in Lincoln 

last week, Dale and Lucinda 

Cockrell shared with listeners 

at the Lincoln Library stories of 

their recent adventures in a much 

warmer climate. 
The Lincoln residents last fall 

took a 34-day, self-guided 

safari trip through 

South Africa’s Kruger 

National Park. The pair 

took photos of the many 

plants and 
animals they 
encountered 
on their 
journey, which they 

shared at the Jan. 26 

event —along with 

tips for how other 

adventurers could plan a similar 

excursion. 
“Part of the agenda tonight is 

to convince all of you that this 

is a trip you must take, because 

it’s life-changing,” Dale told the 

crowd of around 30.

The Cockrells’ journey began 

in October, with a 15-hour flight 

to Johannesburg. Once in South 

Africa, the couple picked up their 

rental car and drove six hours 

north to Kruger National Park. 

One of Africa’s largest game 

reserves, the park covers 8,000 

square miles, similar in size to the 

state of Vermont. 
Dale and Lucinda began their 

safari at the northern section 

of the park, traversing more 

than 200 miles south to the 

opposite end of the park 

over the course of their 

month-long expedition. 
K r u g e r 
N a t i o n a l 
P a r k 

is home to 

hundreds of 

species of plants 

and animals, many of which the 

couple encountered throughout 

their trip. 
“You don’t go 10 or 15 minutes 

without seeing something, I mean 

EUROPEAN 
BEE-EATER

By MARIN HOWELL 

BRISTOL — In an effort to make youth 

programming more accessible to families in the 

5-town area, the Bristol Recreation Department will 

be implementing a new, “pay what you can” payment 

system for half of its youth camps this summer. The 

payment option will allow families to set the camp 

tuition rate for themselves based on what they’re able 

to afford. 
Taylor Welch, director of the Bristol Hub Teen 

Center, said the recreation department was inspired 

by other local organizations that have adopted a 

similar payment option, such as the Lake Champlain 

Maritime Museum in Ferrisburgh. The museum offers 

a pay what you can option for all of its youth camps 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MONTPELIER — It’s a new 

biennium, but a return to a familiar 

battle for Rep. Robin Scheu.

For six years, the Middlebury 

Democrat has championed 

Vermont’s adoption of a paid family 

leave program to assist people 

needing to take care an infant 

or sick family member, or those 

fleeing domestic violence.

While recent paid-leave 

initiatives have failed to cross the 

finish line, Scheu has high hopes for 

this year’s bill H.66, which would 

create a statewide Paid Family and 

Medical Leave Insurance (PFMLI) 

program.
If passed, the PFMLI program 

would guarantee 12 weeks of paid 

time off to all Vermont workers in 

the event of the birth or adoption of 

a child in their household, illness, 

and/or for those dealing with 

domestic violence or who have a 

family member in the military who’s 

been confirmed for active duty.

Self-employed Vermonters could 

opt-in to the program.

“We’re really trying to cover all 

workers and we’re also focused on 

adequate wage replacement,” Scheu 

said during a recent interview with 

the Independent.
The primary funding mechanism 

for the PFMLI program would be 

a payroll tax equivalent to 0.58% 

of each employee’s covered wages 

— an obligation split between 

the employee and employer. 

The average weekly wage for 

Vermonters during fiscal year 2022 

was $1,135, according to Scheu. 

So the 0.58% PFMLI payroll tax 

would come out to $6.58 per week 

— or $342.32 annually, split evenly 

between the worker and employer. 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — The 

Patricia Hannaford Career Center 

has hired a new superintendent: 

Nicole MacTavish, a longtime 

educator currently working in the 

Marshall Islands. School officials 

and MacTavish worked out final 

terms of a contract on Tuesday.

Assuming she passes muster 

with the Vermont Agency of 

Education, MacTavish will begin 

her new role this summer. She’ll 

succeed interim Superintendent 

Tim Williams, who was hired last 

August after a previous effort to 

replace former Superintendent 

Porter Medical Center needs 

volunteer doulas, who provide 

guidance and support to pregnant 

women during labor. If you have 

experience being a doula and are 

interested in volunteering in the 

Porter Birthing Center, please 

complete a volunteer application 

at portermedical.org or send 

an email to: PMC-Volunteers@

portermedical.org. Note: All 

doula volunteers will be required 

to complete a 24-hour training 

program that will begin in March.

If you’ve been to the Lincoln 

Library lately, you might have noticed 

that a skating rink has been built, 

lined, flooded and iced over (thanks 

to the Lincoln Fire Department and 

Lincoln Sports). Now it’s time to 

celebrate the community ice rink, 

so here’s an invite for local kids, 

adults and everyone in between: 

By MARIN HOWELL 

MIDDLEBURY — Faced 

with managing changes in best 

practices, business competition 

and climate change — not to 

mention the daily challenges 

of raising crops and animals 

— growers and ranchers who 

gathered at the Champlain Valley 

Farmers Coalition annual meeting 

in Middlebury on Tuesday stressed 

that they need to work together.

“I don’t believe you can solve big 

problems without collaboration,” 

said Vijay Nazareth, executive 

director of the coalition. “All of us 

are good at something, but if you 

want to bring about big change, 

you have to work together. So, 

By JOHN FLOWERS

M I D D L E B U R Y 

— Middlebury has 

earned a Neighborhood 

Development Area, or 

NDA, designation from 

the state for a large 

swath of property in its 

core village area. This 

should be a catalyst 

for construction of 

more local affordable 

housing, while giving the 

community priority consideration 

for state grants.
Confirmation of Middlebury’s 

NDA designation came late 

last week through the 

Vermont Department of 

Housing & Community 

Development, and it 

was enthusiastically 

greeted by town officials 

and representatives of 

Summit Properties, 

which is proposing a 

mixed housing project 

of more than 140 

units off Seymour 

Street Extension. Among other 

advantages, Middlebury’s new 

status as one of only 10 NDA-

approved communities in the 

“Without an 

NDA at all, 

affordable 
housing 
projects 
don’t have a 

chance.”
— Jennifer 

Murray

Waterlogged
VICTORIOUS MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE Log Rolling Club member Audrey Welsh keeps her balance on a colorful timber floating in the 

shallow end of the college Natatorium pool Sunday afternoon as a competitor from the University of Vermont gets dunked. See more 

photos from the event on Page 14A.

Independent photo/Steve James

DALE AND LUCINDA Cockrell used a very long camera lens to document this leopard pacing around 

South Africa’s Kruger National Park during their month-long visit last October. The Cockrells shared 

photos and stories from their adventure during a recent presentation at the Lincoln Library.
Photos by Dale Cockrell

ADDISON:
West Addison General 

Store
BRANDON: 
Brandon Discount 

Beverage
Champlain Farms
Gourmet Provence
Hannaford
Jiffy Mart
Junction Store & Deli
Union Street Grocery
Walgreen’s
BRIDPORT:
Pratt’s Store
BRISTOL:
Bristol Country Store
Bristol Discount  

Beverage
Champlain Farms
Maplefields
Shaw’s
Walgreen’s

EAST MIDDLEBURY:
Mac’s Market
Maplefields
Otter East Bakery & Deli
FERRISBURGH:
Jiffy Mart
LINCOLN:
Lincoln General Store
MIDDLEBURY:
Addison Independent
  Office
Champlain Farms
Costello’s Market
Greg’s Market
Hannaford
Hare and The Dog
Kinney Drugs
Maplefields
Middlebury Discount 

Beverage
Middlebury Natural 

Foods Co-op
Middlebury Short Stop

Otter Creek Bakery
Paris Farmers Union
Rosie’s
Shaw’s
Stone Mill Public Market
The Vermont Book Shop
Vermont Field Sports
Vermont’s Own
Village Depot
Walgreen’s
NEW HAVEN: 
Jiffy Mart (7 & 17)
Maplefields
Village Green Market
N. FERRISBURGH:
N. Ferrisburgh Short Stop
ORWELL:
Buxton’s Store
RIPTON:
Ripton Country Store

SALISBURY:
Kampersville Store
 (seasonal)
SHOREHAM:
Shoreham Service 

Center
STARKSBORO:
Jerusalem 4-Corners  

Store
VERGENNES:
BJ’s Farm Supply
Champlain Farms
Kinney Drugs
Shaw’s
Maplefields Vergennes
Vergennes Wine

PAPERS ALSO 
AVAILABLE AT:

Eastview at Middlebury
Porter Hospital/Rehab

SELL IT
classifieds@

addisonindependent.com
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802-388-6888   •   VERMONTSUN.COM

Novice and advanced athletes alike marvel at the beauty of our courses 
and enjoy the mountains, lakes and streams of Central Vermont.

See our website for course maps, race details and registration.

5K,  10K  &  5K,  10K  &  HALF MARATHONHALF MARATHON

May 14, 2023May 14, 2023
Lake Lake Dunmore, Dunmore, 

VermontVermont

 

“Wellness is more than the absence of illness.”
50 Court St • Middlebury, Vt 05753

A Center for 
Independent Health Care Practitioners

SOMAWORK

WELLNESS
CENTER

Charlotte BishopCharlotte Bishop ............................802-247-8106
    Therapeutic Soft & Deep Tissue

JoAnne KenyonJoAnne Kenyon ...............................802-388-0254
Energy Work             https://joanne.abmp.com

Donna Belcher, M.A.Donna Belcher, M.A. ..................... 802-388-3362
    Licensed Psychologist - Master

Nancy TellierNancy Tellier ...................................802-989-8046
 Ortho-Bionomy®
Hyla DickinsonHyla Dickinson...................................... 802-989-2969
 Therapeutic Massage, Lymph Drainage
 Craniosacral & Visceral Manipulation

Georgia Dune CMT, CR, LEGeorgia Dune CMT, CR, LE .................  802-377-2507
 Reflexology, Facials & More, Dunespavt.com

Laurinda Poirier-Solomon, RN, L AcLaurinda Poirier-Solomon, RN, L Ac ..802-238-4659
 Acupuncture & Shiatsu Bodywork

 

Wellness        

Want to advertise 
in this

Directory?

Directory
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• The Alexander Technique  
& Breathing Coordination

• Breath, Balance, Mental  
& Physical Wellbeing

• 50 years of teaching this 
work I love

• Private Lessons Available

Regaining Ease 
in Stressful Times

Barbara Kent, Certified ACAT, mAmSAT 
Middlebury Studio
barakent@aol.com  917-797-7823

Contact us for information: 
advertising@addisonindependent.com
or call 802-388-4944

Practitioner of the WeekPractitioner of the Week
Barbara was 
introduced to the 
“AT” as a young 
professional singer, 
and soon realized its 
value in all areas of 
her life. This work is 
for anyone who would 
enjoy a bit more ease 
in their every day 
life. Barbara teaches 
with gentle hands-on 
and verbal guidance 
to calm the nervous 
system, identify 
and release excess 
tension, developing more conscious attention 
to breath and movement, and improving 
overall physical/mental wellbeing.
For more information on the Alexander 
Technique visit AmSATonline.org

Contat Barbara for Private lessons
at her Middlebury Studio

Barbara Kent
barakent@aol.com

917-797-7823

Barbara Kent
Certified Alexander 
Technique teacher

Breathing 
Coordination coach

and a team-high four assists to his 
rebound total. 

On Friday, the Panthers rode 
a huge second half to defeat 
Worcester State in their first-round 
game; see story on this page. 

Brown had kind words for his 
team in the press conference after 
Saturday’s setback, saying he has 
been “blessed to coach this group 
of student-athletes,” as well as 
talking about the result.

“The game was certainly hard-
fought and competitive over the 
40 minutes, and it was a game of 
runs. And especially in the second 

half they were able to get a little 
distance on us,” he said. “But our 
guys, there’s no quit with them, 
being down 10 with four minutes to 
go, they just kept plugging away.”

Brown was flanked by Brennan 
and Sobel as he spoke. He called 
Brennan “one of the greatest 
competitors I’ve ever coached,” 
and then addressed Sobel.

“And it’s been a privilege to 
coach Alex in his time here,” he 
said. “The gentleman to my left 
is the best I’ve coached, the way 
he can impact games on so many 
levels.”

By ANDY KIRKALDY
MIDDLEBURY — The host 

Middlebury College men’s 
basketball team dominated the 
second half of Friday’s first-round 
NCAA Division III tournament 
game against Worcester State in 
rolling to a 76-51 victory. 

The visiting Lancers concluded 
their season at 22-6, while the 
Panthers improved to 20-5 heading 
into Saturday’s NCAA regional 
final, also in Pepin Gymnasium, 
vs. Nichols (see story on Page 1B). 
Nichols rallied past Rochester, 74-
71, in Friday’s other game. 

The visiting Lancers held a 30-26 
halftime lead as the Panthers hit just 
12 of their 32 first-half attempts 
from the floor. Jaden Bobbett and 
Alex Sobel combined for 15 points 

in the first half to keep the Panthers 
close.

But in the second half the Panthers 
sank 19 or 29 
of their shots, 
including seven 
of 10 attempts 
from three-point 
range, while 
limiting the 
Lancers to eight 
makes on 33 
attempts from 
the floor. 

Coach Jeff 
Brown said 
in the post-
game press 
conference that 
the Panthers’ overall rebounding 
edge (44-19) was pivotal, as was 

better defense from the three-point 
line in the second half. The Lancers 
made six of 11 from behind the arc 

in the first half, 
but only two of 
10 from long 
range after the 
break. 

“We certainly 
made an effort 
to get up on 
their three-point 
s h o o t e r s , ” 
Brown said. “In 
the second half 
we did a much 
more effective 
job.”

Brown also 
credited the crowd for lifting the 
Panthers after the break. They 

played only a handful of home 
games this season, which followed 
limited crowds a year ago due 
COVID restrictions.

“This was the first time it was 
really electric in Pepin, and I think it 
really fueled us in the second half,” 
Brown said.

Noah Osher, who scored 17 points, 
made four of his eight three-point 
attempts overall, while Sam Stevens 
(14 points) and Nash Goldman each 
made two out of three.

The Panthers had been struggling 
from outside while dropping three of 
their past four games. Osher credited 
NESCAC player of the year Sobel, 
a forward who led Middlebury 
this season in points, rebounds and 
assists, for having faith in the team’s 
shooters and helping them start to 
find the range.

“He did a great job trusting us, 
and obviously he trusts all his 
teammates,” Osher said. “That’s 
the reason why I felt so comfortable 
making shots.”

Sobel, who led all scorers on 
Friday with 18 points, also led with 
10 rebounds and six blocked shots. 
David Brennan pulled down nine 
boards, and Osher and Stevens 
added five apiece. 

Middlebury opened the pivotal 
second half with a 12-2 run over 
the first five minutes to take a 
38-32 lead. Worcester’s Sam Dion 
converted a four-point play at 13:35 
to bring the Lancers within 41-38, 
but Goldman came off the bench 
to hit back-to-back threes to push 
the lead to nine. The Panthers lead 
by 56-46 at 7:36 before closing the 
game on a 20-5 run.  

Ryan Rubenskas led Worcester 
State with 14 points, mostly in 
the second half, while Tayjuan 
McKenzie scored 10, mostly from 
long range in the first half.  

PANTHER FORWARD DAVID Brennan attacks the basket during Middlebury’s first-round home NCAA victory on Friday. Brennan was a 
force on the boards in Friday’s win and Saturday’s setback.

Independent photo/Steve James

Men’s hoop wins NCAA first-round game 

“This was the first 
time it was really 
electric in Pepin, 
and I think it 
really fueled us in 
the second half.”

— Coach Jeff Brown

Panthers reach 20 wins with dominant second half vs. Worcester State

MIDDLEBURY GUARD SAM Stevens gets around a defender during 
the Panther men’s hoop team’s first-round NCAA Division III win on 
Friday. Nichols knocked off Middlebury in Saturday’s regional final.

Independent photo/Steve James

Hoops 
(Continued from Page 1B)

PANTHER GUARD NOAH Osher fires from long range in 
Middlebury’s first-round NCAA D-III win on Friday. Osher hit four 
threes in the victory, but the Panthers lost at home in the regional 
final the next day. 

Independent photo/Steve James
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calendarcalendar
communitycommunity

info@addisoncountypcc.org • addisoncountypcc.org • 388-3171

Helping Young Families Get The Right Start

• Community Playgroups
• Parent Education Classes
• Home Visits
• Pregnancy Prevention Programs
• Parent Training & Child Center

MIDDLEBURY LIONS CLUB  
CASH CALENDAR WINNERS

January & February 2023
Bradley Lambert, Jeanne Miller, Nathan & Chelsea Ethier, Deb 
James, Jennifer Staats, John Fallon, Greg Boglioli, Ramona 
Morse, Alicia Sprague, Nikhil Plouffe, Josh Riney, John Shippee, 
Mike Mayone, Patricia Hathaway, Shana Preble, Eric Steele, Mary 
Paquette, Justin Ladabouche, John Morris, Water Ducharme, 
Andy Baife, John Peters & Hilarie Gade, Stanton Keith Payne II, 
Roxanne McGuire, Ryan Baife, Carol Clauss, Dave Rosen, Flanzy 
Chodkowski, Laura Cunningham, Mary Lowell, Bill Laberge, Dean 
Snee, Leslie Ladabouche, Marty & Carol Kulcxyk, Barbi McDonald, 
Vikki Ward, Jeremy HadVab, Kris Newton, Rich Schneider, Melony & 
Ron Gee, Geoff Pearsall, Mark Wilch, Tim Dowdy, Michelle Pierpont, 
Sheri Sullivan, Craig Dupoise, Gail Williams, Ginna Rasmussen, 
Jessica Waterman, Jonathan Chamberlin, Gary Norris, Connie St. 
George, Mike Jackman, Madison George, Dave Anderson, James 
Tracy, Terry Goodrich, Jenn Morin, Marny Lichtenstein

Check winning amounts at MiddleburyLions.org!

REMINDER
3rd INSTALLMENT

PROPERTY TAX BILLS ARE DUE
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 2023

Town of Middlebury property taxes are due in the 
Treasurer’s Office on or before Wed., March 15, 2023.

Office Hours:
Wednesday, March 15th, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Staff available by phone, 802-388-8100 ext. 203 or 204, 
or e-mail dstevens@townofmiddlebury.org
 Please allow extra time if you are using

 Bill Pay or mailing your payment,
postmarks are not accepted as timely payment.

For your convenience, there is a secure payment box located 
between the Town Office and the Library.

Something to chew on
SETH ITZKAN OF Soil4Climate will present the talk “The Role of Ruminants in Reversing 

Global Warming” next Tuesday, March 14, from 6:30-8 p.m., at Middlebury College’s 
Bicentennial Hall, 220 Bicentennial Way.

Photo courtesy of Soil4Climate Inc.

Science Café in Middlebury. 
Thursday, March 9, 5 p.m., Ilsley 

Public Library, 75 Main St. Ever wonder 
what it takes to start an organic farm? Henry 

Webb has run Old Road Farm with Gabby and 
their wonderful crew since 2015. A total soil 
enthusiast, Webb was happy to find their forever 
farm in Granville. He will be chatting about 
some of the challenges and joys of innovative 
vegetable production with a deep commitment to 
ecologically informed practices. Join in and get 
ready for planting season.

Paint, movie and pizza night in 
Lincoln. Friday, March 10 4:30-6 p.m., 

United Church of Lincoln, 23 Quaker St. 
Take-out fish dinner in Vergennes. Friday, March 

10, 5-6:30 p.m., St. Peter’s Parish Hall, 85 S. 
Maple St. Beer battered haddock, zesty wedges, 
coleslaw, mixed vegetables, roll with butter and 
chocolate chip brownie. $13 adult/$7children 
6-12. Reservations required. Call 802-877-2367.

Monthly wildlife walk in Middlebury. 
Saturday, March 11, 8-10 a.m., 

meet at Otter View Park parking area, 
Weybridge St. and Pulp Mill Bridge Rd. Otter 

Creek Audubon and the Middlebury Area Land 
Trust invite community members to help survey 
birds and other wildlife at Otter View Park and the 
Hurd Grassland. Beginning birders are welcome. 
Come for all or part of the walk. For information, 
including the latest COVID constraints, call 802-
388-6019 or 802-388-100.

“To Save or Not to Save: What Do I Do with this 
Stuff?!” in Orwell. Saturday, March 11, 10 a.m., 
Orwell Free Library 473 Main St. Do you own a 
family collection that includes letters, objects, 
scrapbooks, journals and/or photographs? 
Or maybe a special interest collection? Are 
you wondering if you should keep it, or how to 
organize it? This workshop will introduce what 
makes collections valuable and provide ideas on 
how to preserve your own collection. More info at 
orwellfreelibrary.org or 802-948-2041. 

Bingo in Vergennes. Saturday, March 11, 5 p.m., 
St. Peter’s Parish Hall, 85 S. Maple St. Doors 
open at 5 p.m., Bingo at 6 p.m. All cash prizes, 
50/50 raffle, refreshments sold at this family 
friendly event. Sponsored by St. Ambrose & St. 
Peter’s Youth Ministry to benefit the on-going 
program costs and the upcoming trip to Rome.

Corned beef and cabbage take-out supper 
in Vergennes. Saturday, March 11, 5-6 p.m., 
Vergennes United Methodist Church, Main Street, 
across from the Opera House. Menu includes 
corned beef, cabbage, carrots, potato, onion, roll 
and dessert. Take-out only. $12. Preorder only at 
802- 877-3150 before 7 p.m. Thursday, March 9.

Maplefest in Shoreham. Saturday, March 11, 6:30-
8:30 p.m., Platt Memorial Library, 279 Main St. 
Live music by the Coydogs along with a maple 
dessert contest. Sample maple desserts made 
by great local cooks and bakers, then vote with 
your dollars for your favorites. More info at platt@
shoreham.net or 802-897-2647.

Breakfast Buffet in Vergennes. 
Sunday, March 12, 8-10 a.m., St. Peter’s 

Parish Hall, 85 S. Maple St. Omelets to 
order, scrambled eggs, French toast, bacon, 

sausage, fruit, plain and blueberry pancakes, 
maple syrup, sausage gravy on biscuits, born 
bread, home fries, mini muffins, juice, milk and 
coffee. Tickets $10 adults/$6 children 8-12/$32 
immediate family. Proceeds to Vergennes Council 
Knight of Columbus charity programs. 

Pancake breakfast in Goshen. Sunday, March 12, 
9 a.m., Blueberry Hill Outdoor Center, Goshen 
Rd. Fuel up to play outdoors. Your donation for 
yummy pancakes, Vermont sausage, Vermont 
apples, and of course Goshen Vermont maple 
syrup, coffee/tea will support the work at the 
BHOC. Suggested donation, $15-$20, more or 
less depending on how much you eat and how 
much you can offer. Enjoy the day skiing or 
snowshoeing. Anything helps. All proceeds go to 
keeping the space warm, the trails and parking 
clear, the maps updated, and the soup hot. No 
reservations are required. More info on Facebook 
at fb.me/e/5FERDE7Cy.

Evensong concert in Middlebury. Sunday, March 
12, 4 p.m., St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 3 
Main St. Music by English composer, Thomas 
Tallis (1505-1585) including “Magnificat & Nunc 
Dimittis in e”, motet “If ye love me” and the famous 
hymn “I heard the voice of Jesus say (The Third 
Tune)”. The community is invited to this beautiful 
musical service at the end of the day.

Legislative breakfast in Salisbury. 
Monday, March 13, 7 -8:45 a.m., 

Salisbury Congregational Church, 853 
Maple St. Begin your week with a meal and 
a chat with local legislators. All are welcome. 
Come and ask a question about legislation. 
Breakfast starts a 7 a.m. and program at 7:30 
a.m. Purchase of breakfast not required to attend 
but helps. Sponsored by Bridport Grange, and 
four Addison County organizations: Farm Bureau, 
Economic Development Corp., Regional Planning 
Commission and Chamber of Commerce.

“The Role of Ruminants in 
Reversing Global Warming” in 

Middlebury. Tuesday, March 14, 6:30-8 
p.m., Bicentennial Hall, 220 Bicentennial 

Way. As the world races to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions, all solutions must be on deck 
to help prevent the drastic consequences of a 
changing climate. Seth Itzkan of Soil4Climate Inc. 
will present this talk.

Great Decisions lecture: “Global 
Famine” in Middlebury and on 
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Zoom. Wednesday, March 15, (Note date 
change), 2:30 p.m., Zoom and East View at 
Middlebury. Join Middlebury College Professor 
Molly Anderson for this talk. Zoom only for the 
general public. In-person for EastView residents 
only. For more information or to obtain the Zoom 
link, please call the EastView Concierge at 802-
989-7500.

Winter Seed Sowing event in 
Salisbury. Thursday, March 16, 4:30 

p.m., Salisbury Free Public Library, 
Maple St.

Get a jump start on your spring garden with this fun 
and free event. Come learn how to sow seeds 
in milk jugs that can go outside in the snow! The 
milk jugs act as a mini greenhouse and are a fun, 
easy and low-maintenance way to start flowers 
and vegetables for your garden. There will be 
a variety of free seeds, supplies, a demo with 
instructions, and stations, or pick up a kit to go. 
For all ages, children with accompanying adult.

Appalachian Trail hike story in Ferrisburgh. 
Thursday, March 16, 7-9:30 p.m., Ferrisburgh 
Town Hall, Route 7. Join Appalachian Trail 
through-hiker and North Ferrisburgh resident 
Randy Gates as he recounts and compares his 
successful completions of the 2,194-mile trail in 
1989 and 2022. Gates will present slides from 
his 1989 hike and pictures from his 2022 hike 
while discussing all the changes the Trail has 
seen in the past 33 years.

Lenten Fish Fry in Bristol. Friday, 
March 17, 5-7 p.m., St. Ambrose 

Church, 11 School St. Enjoy an all-you-
can-eat fish fry. Menu includes fired or baked 
haddock, French fries, coleslaw, fresh baked 
dinner roll, beverage and dessert. Tickets $16 
adults/ $7 children 9 and under/$40 immediate 
family of 5. More info at 802-453-2488.

Ladies Union rummage and attic 
sale in New Haven. Saturday, 

March 18, 8 a.m.-noon, New Haven 
Congregational Church, Town Hill Road. Will 

include clothing, books, linens, toys, furniture, 
bake sale, Radaware, plants, and much more.

King Pede card party in Ferrisburgh. Saturday, 
March 18, 6:30 p.m., Ferrisburgh Town Hall and 
Community Center, Route 7. A sandwich supper 
and then on to techniques such as in Hearts and 
Spades or Pitch. This is a game of fun and skill 
so come prepared to use your strategic thinking.

All-you-can-eat pancake breakfast 
in Addison. Sunday, March 19, 7-11 

a.m., Addison Fire Station, jct. Routes 
17 and 22A. Menu includes plain and 

blueberry pancakes, sausage, bacon, home 
fries, coffee, hot chocolate, and orange juice. 
Tickets $10 adults/$7 kids under 12. Benefit of 
the Addison Volunteer Fire Department. Funds 
will be used to purchase equipment. More info 
at 802-759-2237.

American Red Cross blood 
donation in Vergennes. Tuesday, 

March 21, noon-4:30 p.m., Cross Life 
Church, 1759 Route 7. Gov. Phil Scott has 

declared March as Red Cross Month in Vermont. 
Honor the tradition by donating what you can. 

American Red Cross blood 
donation in Middlebury. Thursday, 

March 23, 10 a.m.-2:30 p.m., 
Champlain Valley Unitarian Universalist 

Society, 2 Duane Ct. 
American Red Cross blood donation in Bristol. 

Thursday, March 23, noon-4:30 p.m., American 
Legion Post 19, 56 Airport Dr. Gov. Scott has 
declared March as Red Cross Month in Vermont. 
Honor the tradition by donating what you can.
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Take-out fish dinner in Vergennes. 
Friday, March 24, 5-6:30 p.m., St. 

Peter’s Parish Hall, 85 S. Maple St. 
Menu: beer battered haddock, zesty wedges, 
coleslaw, mixed vegetables, roll with butter and 
chocolate chip brownie. $13 adult/$7children 
6-12. Reservations required. Call 802-877-2367.

Vermont Maple Sugar Open House 
weekend in Addison County. 

Saturday, March 25. Addison County 
sugarmakers participating include: Irish 

Mill Maple Products in Bridport, Rainbow Ridge 
Sugarmakers in Bristol, Bread Loaf View Farm 
in Cornwall, Fox Glove Farm in Leicester, 
Twin Maple Sugarworks in Starksboro, Sunset 
Sugar Shack and Village Mapleworks in Orwell, 
Vermont Trade Winds Farm in Shoreham, and 
Red Rock Valley Maple Farm in Starksboro. 
Times and more info at vermontmaple.org/
MOHW.

Vermont Maple Sugar Open House 
weekend in Addison County. 

Sunday, March 26. See March 25 listing.

Legislative breakfast in Shoreham. 
Monday, March 27, 7-8:45 a.m., 

Shoreham Congregational Church, 
School St. Begin your week with a meal and 
a chat with local legislators. All are welcome. 
Come and ask a question about legislation. 
Breakfast starts a 7 a.m. and program at 
7:30 a.m. Purchase of breakfast not required 
to attend but helps. Sponsored by Bridport 
Grange, and four Addison County organizations: 
Farm Bureau, Economic Development Corp., 
Regional Planning Commission and Chamber of 
Commerce.
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Elton John & Queen with Clint 
Bierman and Josh Panda in 

Middlebury. Friday, March 10, 7 p.m., 
Town Hall Theater. 

Dover String Quartet with Haochen Zhang, 
piano in Middlebury. Friday, March 10, 7:30 
p.m., Mahaney Arts Center.

Kevin Kareckas in Brandon. Saturday, March 11, 
3-5 p.m., Red Clover Ale.

Coydogs in Shoreham. Saturday, March 11, 
6:30-8:30 p.m., Platt Memorial Library (part of 
Maplefest).

South County Chorus and Hinesburg Artist 
Series Orchestra with guest cellist Jiwon 
Lee in Hinesburg. Sunday, March 12, 2 and 
4:30 p.m., St. Jude Catholic Church.

St. Stephen’s Choir Evensong in Middlebury. 
Sunday, March 12, 4 p.m., St. Stephen’s 
Episcopal Church.

Sapphire Star in Cornwall. Thursday, March. 16, 
7 p.m., Cornwall Congregational Church.

The Doughboys in Middlebury. Friday, March 
17, 7:30 p.m., Town Hall Theater

Champlain Philharmonic Orchestra in 
Middlebury. Saturday, March 25, 7:30 p.m., 
Town Hall Theater.

BODENBENDER and End User in Brandon. 
Saturday, March 25, 7 p.m., Brandon Town Hall.

Songs We Love in Middlebury. Thursday, March 
30, 7 p.m., Town Hall Theater.

Vermont Symphony Orchestra in Middlebury. 
Friday, March 31, 7:30-8:30 p.m., Mahaney Arts 
Center.

LIVEMUSIC

CALENDARONLINE

BE SURE TO CHECK OUT OUR

addisonindependent.com

LINCOLN — Join the library for 
a special presentation by Rodger 
Hamilton on Thursday, March 23, at 
7 p.m. Mr. Hamilton is “very eager 
to present a program that creates 
an opportunity to explore music 
in a more in-depth way than is the 
cultural norm. There is fascinating 
exploration and conversation 
possible! I will include printed 
lyrics and offer guided discussion 
along with live music to provide an 
interactive and multi-dimensional 
evening.”

As we start to think about 
planning our gardens and planting 
some seeds, during the latter part of 
March, the library will be setting up 
a seed swap and an information table 

about seed saving. If you have been a 
seed saver before, you are welcome 
to bring some of yours to share 
beforehand. Please mark the seeds 
clearly, with growth information too, 
if you know it. There will be some 
small envelopes you can pick up at 
the library.

The library is hosting Nancy 
Custer Carroll’s collection of 
paintings in the community room. 
Come view “Vernal” any time that 
the library is open.

Until next time … Don’t Miss 
Out On Something That Could Be 
Amazing Just Because It Could Also 
Be Difficult. Trust Yourself And 
Make It Happen. Choose Yourself 
Every Day.

NEWS
Lincoln Have a news tip? Call Dawn 

Mikkelsen at 453-7029

Top of the morning to you!  
Stop in for a delicious 
& hearty breakfast
Open Sunday & Monday, 8am-2pm 
Tuesday—Saturday, 7am-4pm
14 College St., Middlebury, VT

OtterCreekBakery.com
802-388-3371
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Reader Comments
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Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946
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Quotes are taken from reader comments submitted with subscription renewals.

“Love it!
Thanks for keeping us connected!”

Here’s what one reader has to say about us!

A subscriber from Bristol writes:

ADDISON COUNTY — The 
sap is running and the Vermont 
Maple Sugar Makers Association 
is hosting Spring Maple Open 
House Weekends on March 25 
and 26 and again on April 1 and 
2. 

Vermont continues to lead the 
nation by a commanding margin 
as the top maple producing state. 
Total Vermont maple syrup 
production in 2022 was 2.55 
million gallons, an 800,000 
increase over the prior year and 
about half of the U.S. production 

of maple syrup.
The 2023 crop is off to a 

good start and sugar makers 
look forward to offering you a 
taste and sharing their craft. In 
Addison County those sugar 
makers include: Bread Loaf 
View Farm in Cornwall, Fox 
Glove Farm in Leicester, Irish 
Mill Maple products in Bridport, 
Rainbow Ridge Sugarmakers in 
Bristol, Red Rock Valley Maple 
Farm in Starksboro, Sunset Sugar 
Shack in Orwell, Twin Maple 
Sugarworks in Lincoln, Vermont 

Trade Winds Farm in Shoreham, 
and Village Mapleworks in 
Orwell. 

There are plenty of ways 
to enjoy some traditional and 
not-so-traditional Open House 
activities — sugarhouse tours, 
sampling syrup, tours of the 
woods, pancake breakfasts, and 
plenty of maple products to taste 
including maple donuts, maple 
cotton candy and maple ice 
cream and creemees. 

Find all the details at www.
VermontMaple.org/MOHW.

FERRISBURGH — The Friends 
of the Union Meeting Hall (FUMH) 
has been selected by Senator Leahy 
to receive funding from the Save 
America’s Treasures grant program, 
through the Historic Preservation 
Fund, and administered by the 
National Park Service for the 

restoration of the historic Union 
Meeting Hall. The $250,000 grant, 
requiring a dollar-for-dollar private 
match, will support rehabilitation 
projects and code compliance 
improvement work at the 181-year-
old building. Funding was obtained 
by Senator Leahy as one of his 

Congressionally Directed Spending 
requests in the fiscal year 2022 
Omnibus Appropriations bill. 
Senator Leahy secured more than 
$167 million in funding for specific 
projects across Vermont in the bill.

“Through private and public 
investments, the Save America’s 
Treasures program supports 
community-based preservation 
and conservation 
work on some 
of our nation’s 
most important 
c o l l e c t i o n s , 
a r t i f a c t s , 
structures, and 
sites for the 
benefit of future 
generations,” said 
National Park 
Service Director 
Chuck Sams. 
Established in 
1977, the Historic 
Preservation Fund 
is authorized at $150 million per 
year through 2023 and has provided 
more than $2 billion in historic 
preservation grants to states, tribes, 
local governments, and non-profit 
organizations.

With support from the grant, 
work will begin this summer to 
repair damaged roof trusses. “We 
identified very early on that the 
trusses were in need of serious 
repair. The structural towers, 
though unsightly, have served as a 
visible reminder that we are making 
great progress to rehabilitate this 
beautiful and historic building” said 
FUMH President Ashley LaFlam. 
The roof repair work is also being 
supported in part by a $100,000 
grant from the Paul Bruhn Historic 
Revitalization Grants Program 
from the Historic Preservation 
Fund administered by the National 
Park Service, Department of the 
Interior in partnership with the 
Preservation Trust of Vermont.

Established in 2019 the FUMH, 
in collaboration with the Town 
of Ferrisburgh’s leadership, has 
secured roughly $670,000 from 
grantors and private donors to 
support the rehabilitation of the 
building while also bringing new 
programming and events to the 
community. According to LaFlam 
“it’s been wonderful to see this 
building come back to life, serving 
the community again as it has done 
since it was built in 1840.”

To learn more about the efforts 
of the FUMH you can visit their 
website at unionmeetinghall.
org. They can also be reached via 
email at unionmeetinghall@gmail.
com, or by mail at PO Box 115, 
Ferrisburgh, VT 05456.

SCAFFOLD TOWERS REACH up to the rafters in Ferrisburgh’s Union Meeting Hall. Thanks to the 
American Treasures grant program, much-needed restoration to the historic building has begun.

Photo courtesy of Ashley LaFlam

County maple open houses on tap

ESSEX — Public hearings on 
the status of migratory game bird 
populations and proposed 
2023 migratory game bird 
hunting seasons for the 
interior zone of Vermont 
and Lake Champlain zone 
in New York and Vermont 
will be held Tuesday, 
March 14 and Thursday, 
March 16.  

The annual Vermont Fish and 
Wildlife Board informational 
hearings will be held from 6:30 to 
9 p.m. on March 14 and March 16. 
The meetings will be held jointly 
by the Vermont Fish and Wildlife 
Department and New York State 

Department of Environmental 
Conservation (NYSDEC). 

Information to attend the 
hearings is as follows:

• Tuesday, March 
14, 6:30-9p.m. (in person 
only), Ticonderoga Fish 
and Game Club, County 
Route 56, Ticonderoga, 
N.Y., (across from Reale 

Construction)
• Thursday, March 16, 6:30-

9 p.m. (in person only), Vermont 
Fish and Wildlife Department, Act 
250 conference room, 111 West 
Street, Essex Junction.

Waterfowl and webless 
migratory game bird hunters are 

asked to attend one of the hearings 
to share their preferences for 
season dates and bag limits as well 
as to provide any data to support 
their preferences.

Under Federal regulations, 
waterfowl seasons, bag limits, 
and shooting hours in the Lake 
Champlain Zone must be uniform 
throughout the entire zone. 
Waterfowl seasons in New York’s 
portion of the Lake Champlain 
Zone must be identical to the 
waterfowl season in Vermont’s 
portion of the Zone.

The proposed 2023 migratory 
bird hunting seasons are 
available on Vermont Fish and 
Wildlife’s website by typing 
“Board Rules” in the search 
window.  A video explaining the 
proposal will be available on 
the website after the hearings.  
Comments may be provided until 
March 31 by emailing ANR.
FWPublicComment@vermont.
gov.

Comments received, as well as 
input and recommendations from 
the Vermont Fish and Wildlife 
Department and the New York 
Department of Environmental 
Conservation, will be reviewed 
by the Vermont Fish and Wildlife 
Board in making final 2023 
hunting season decisions.

Reasonable accommodations 
for persons with disabilities 
are available at the meetings 
on request. Please include a 
description of the accommodation 
you will need as early as possible. 
For example, an interpreter must 
be requested at least two weeks in 
advance.  Please send an e-mail to: 
Andrew.Bouton@vermont.gov.

Game bird hearings slated for March

Meeting House receives restoration grant

With 
support 
from the 
grant, 
work will 
begin this 
summer 
to repair 
damaged 
roof 
trusses.

Mount Abraham Union High School

Vivian Siegfried
MAUHS

STUDENT OF THE WEEKSTUDENT OF THE WEEK

Vivian Siegfried

64 Jackman Drive  •  Bristol 
802.453.2381  •  JackmansInc.com

Way to go, 

Telecommunications Sales and Service
Data Cabling & Fiber Optic Solutions

802-388-8999
Middlebury

CONGRATULATIONS
STUDENTS!

• Business Law  •  Wills, Trusts and Estates
• Government Contracting  •  Elder Law

• Property and Tenancy Issues

Congratulations
Students!

A� ordable & client-focused legal services

802-489-5099 or law@jlgi.com 
28 North Street - Bristol Village

 JOHNSON LAW GROUP JOHNSON LAW GROUP

Well Done!

We’re 
Impressed!

58 Maple Street • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-4944 

www.addisonindependent.com
14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDD., VT

802-388-3371

Stop by to 
grab your 
free gift!

Congratulations!
Keep up the great work,

877-3118
Vergennes, VT

If  you are interested in advertising in Student of  the Week 
contact advertising@addisonindependent.com

Vivian Siegfried, Mt. Abe student of the week, is an amazing, 
creative and intelligent student and community leader. Vivian 
moved from Massachusetts a few years ago and now resides in 
Lincoln in an old farmhouse with her parents Tom and Caroline 
Siegfried as well as her brother Otto. She also has two cats, a 
dog and eight chickens.

Art is beloved by Vivian. She has had the opportunity to take a 
wide array of art courses at Mt. Abe, including: Ceramics, Jewelry 
Design, Art and Tech, Drawing and Painting, etc. Ryan Strobal, 
jewelry design teacher, said that “Vivian is a kind, talented and 
dedicated art student. She has often generated thoughtful, clear 
ideas, had confidence in those ideas, and skillfully seen them 
through to completion. She is always a delight to have in class.” 
Vivian also excels in her math and science classes — in fact she 
has achieved highest honors for the past three years. 

Vivian plays field hockey and participates in the school 
musicals. “Theater is probably my favorite as it has connected 
me to so many different people and is all around super fun!” she 
says. She is an outstanding community leader and member of the 

Eagle Student Activism Group, Environmental Action Group and 
is a member of the Lincoln Library Board. Vivian loves her job 
at Camp Common Ground in Starksboro, working with kids and 
being connected to her community. She has a plethora of hobbies 
that include singing, playing guitar, art, snowboarding, hiking, 
picnics and swimming in the river, and spending time outdoors 
enjoying the sun.

“The most important lesson I’ve learned is that my best is 
always changing,” she says, “and that’s something to accept 
and celebrate rather than resent. I often struggle to see my own 
progress and can be hard on myself, but remembering that some 
days will be more productive while others will be restful helps a 
lot. Having a good balance and not being too hard on myself is 
what’s most important!” 

The Mt. Abe community would like to wish Vivian all the best 
with her future plans of pursuing a degree in education and 
possibly a minor in art at a school in Massachusetts, where she 
hopes to reconnect and have new experiences with the city as a 
young adult.

Vivian
Vivian

Congratulations

802-388-1338
99 Court St., Middlebury, VT

Students of the Week from all area high schools
will receive a gift from Otter Creek Bakery. 
Students of the Week are chosen by school 

teachers and administration.
Best of Luck to All Students!

Vivian
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&&service& DIRECTORY

auto body restoration
auto repair 
carpentry/contractors
cleaning services

computers
construction
duct cleaning
firewood

flooring
heating &
    air conditioning
masonryBusiness

Thursday

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

COMPUTERS

CONSTRUCTION

CLEANING SERVICES

AUTO BODY RESTORATION

CHECK US OUT
ONLINE AT

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

AUTO REPAIR

LOCAL CONTRACTOR
GENERAL CARPENTRY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Remodeling • Additions

Painting • Roofing
WINNER of “Best Local Contractor” 

FOUR CONSECUTIVE YEARS by 
READERS CHOICE AWARDS!

MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT

MARK TRUDEAUMARK TRUDEAU

802.388.0860802.388.0860

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

802-453-7345  |  138 Hunt Road, New Haven, VT

Metal Fabrication
Agricultural Repair
Commercial Repair

Auto Body Repair
Rust Repair
Collison Repair

Full/Custom
    restoration

We accept all major credit cards  |  We accept Insurance claims
Follow our projects on Facebook

Family owned & operated

Over two decades experience!

MASONRY
Fine Dry Stone Masonry

Jamie Masefield
Certified by the Dry Stone Wallers
Association of Great Britain

802-233-4670
jmasefield@gmavt.net

REACH THE COUNTY  
ADVERTISE  HERE

ADDY INDY - 388-4944

Gevry Firewood LLC
gevryfirewoodvt@gmail.com

or 802-349-0699

Are you looking for green or 
seasoned firewood?

Well we’ve got it all right here in Addison, VT!

We cut, split, and deliver hardwood 
firewood in 12-24 inch lengths.

And we now offer kiln dried firewood!
Contact us today for a quote!

FIREWOOD

Quaker Village
Carpentry

Siding, Windows, Garages, Decks & Porches
New Construction, Renovations and Repairs

Maurice plouffe
802-545-2251
1736 Quaker Village Road

Weybridge, VT 05753

DO YOU REPAIR OR CLEAN 
FURNACES? 

 YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

FLOORING

And Duct Work 
for Heating, Ventilation 
and Air Conditioning
We use 5,000+ cfm HEPA
Vacuum Cleaning Systems 

Commercial/Residential • Owner Operated • Fully Insured • Neat & Clean

Buy Local! 802.989.0396

Specializing inSpecializing in
Duct CleaningDuct Cleaning

We can design, fabricate, seal, insulate, clean,
anything to do with your ducted systems.

Certified
Collision Experts

All Makes and Models
Working with all

Insurance companies

(802) 388-9961
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

2196 Rt 7 South,  Middlebury
stonecdjr.com

Hometown Service from 
Your Hometown Dealers!

Factory-Trained Technicians
Servicing all makes

and models

G Stone Motors   
36 Boardman St., 

Middlebury
(802) 388-6718

gstonemotors.com 

Stone
Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
2149 Rt 7 So., Middlebury

(802) 388-9961
stonecdjr.com

F    J    C
802.310.1986

• Full service general 
contractor

• Turn key construction
• Kind knowledgeable staff

fjcbuilders.com

One cal l  does i t  a l l
Christopher Netelkos

cnetelkos@fjcbuilders.com   •   Sudbury, Vt.

For an appointment , call The PC Medic of 
Vermont at 802-734-6815
www.pcmedicvt.com

The PC Medic of 
Vermont now offers 

both on-site and remote 
computer services for 

your PC.

Call today to see which 
type of appointment 

you need, and get your 
PC running correctly 

again!
DO YOU WINTERIZE HOUSES? 

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!
CALL 802-388-4944

DUCT CLEANING

Melissa’s Quality
Cleaning Services
Residential & Commercial

GREAT RATES • FULLY INSURED
Reliable & Thorough 

802 345-6257

David Walker ConstructionDavid Walker Construction
298 Biddle Road
Lincoln, Vermont

05443

Semi-Retired
Small Jobs Only

cell: 802-989-0320

email:
dwconstruction@gmavt.net

THETHE
SNOWFLAKESSNOWFLAKES
ARE FALLINGARE FALLING

ADVERTISE ADVERTISE 
YOUR SNOW YOUR SNOW 

REMOVAL REMOVAL 
BUSINESS IN BUSINESS IN 

THE ADDY INDY.THE ADDY INDY.

CALLCALL
802-388-4944802-388-4944
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Soak Up The Sun!
Don’t spend your hard-earned money 
making the hot water or electricity that 
you use today–

SOLAR IS MORE AFFORDABLE THAN EVER!

Go Green with us –

We’ve been here for you for 43 years – 
Let us help you with your solar projects today. 

Call for a FREE on-site evaluation

SIDING

LAROSE SURVEYS, P.C.
Ronald L. LaRose, L.S. • Kevin R. LaRose, L.S.

Land Surveying/Septic Design
“We will take you through the

permitting process!”

25 West St. • PO Box 388
Bristol, VT 05443

Telephone: 802-453-3818
Fax: 802- 329-2138

larosesurveys@gmail.com

TAXES

&&service& DIRECTORYBusiness
Thursday painting 

plumbing
property maintenace
renewable energy

roofing
rubbish & recycling
septic & water
siding

snow removal
surveying
taxes
tree service

Marcel Brunet & Sons, Inc.
Windows & Siding

Vergennes, VT

802-316-6060 • rbrunet1@myfairpoint.net • 802-877-2640

Siding • Windows
Additions • Garages • Decks

SNOW REMOVAL

WE HAVE THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT 
FOR THE RIGHT JOB – TO GIVE YOU

 REASONABLE RATES

Reasonable Rates • Year-round Service • Fully Insured
(802) 453-3351 • Cell (802) 363-5619

24 Hour Emergency Service 453-7014
 Brownswelding.com

Serving Vermont for over 42 years!

BROWN’S TREE & 
CRANE SERVICE

Dangerous Trees Cut & Removed
Stumps Removed  
Trusses Set
Trees Trimmed 
Land Clearing

FREE ESTIMATES FOR TREE SERVICES

TREE SERVICE

Celebrating 36 Years
Environmental Consultants – Licensed Designers

Steve Revell CPG, LD#178 BW

• Water Supply - Location, Development and Permitting
• On-Site Wastewater Design • Single & Multiple Lot Subdivision
• Property Development & Permitting
• State and Local Permitting
• Underground Storage Tank Removal & Assessment

Fax 802-453-5399 • Email: jrevell@lagvt.com
163 Revell Drive • Lincoln, VT 05443

Toll-Free: 800-477-4384
802-453-4384

www.lagvt.com

Jeremy Revell LD#611 BW • Tyler Maynard LD#597 B

PLUMBING

SEPTIC & WATER

Phone (802) 537-3555

roofingMichael Doran
• Standing seam

• Asphalt shingles 
• Slate

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

roofing

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

Phone (802) 537-3555

Michael Doran
as seen at Addison County Field Days!

• Standing seam
• Asphalt shingles 

• Slate

mpdoransr@gmail.com

Go Solar with
AllEarth Renewables
Customer-driven solutions 
designed, engineered and built 
in Vermont, with over 3,000 
installations in the state.

CALL 802.872.9600 x122
allearthrenewalables.com

RENEWABLE ENERGY
Short Surveying, inc.

Serving Addison County Since 1991
Timothy L. Short, L.S.

Property Line Surveys • Topographical Surveys
FEMA Elevation Certificates

135 S. Pleasant St., Middlebury, VT 
802-388-3511

ShortSurveyingVT@gmail.com

A friendly, professional, 
and affordable family business.

Interior Painting

HESCOCK PAINTING

Kim or Jonathan Hescock
hescock@shoreham.net

462-3737 or 989-9107

Free Free 
Estimates Estimates 

References References 

Fully Fully 
InsuredInsured

PAINTING

ROOFING

Advertise your business on these pages for under $10 per week.
Call 802-388-4944 or email advertising@addisonindependent.com for details.

Winter in Vermont
is snow joke. 

Does your business help keep 
the county warm?

Call 802-388-4944 or email
advertising@adDisonindependent.com 

We help your ideas grow from start to finish,
no project is too big. Give us a call and you will

see the potential in your morning to evening view.
Lawn care, snow plowing, excavation, tree removal, 

driveways, pressure washing, and more - all at
their best. We can build it up or take it down.
No idea is too big for us to maneuver around.

802-349-6163 
Winter, Spring, Summer and All your Fall needs

SURVEYING

Are you a
tax preparer?
We’ll help you reach

 more clients this tax season.
Email advertising@

addisonindependent.com
to get started.

802-247-5475
802-349-8265

STEADY PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & EXCAVATION

Owner

194 Silver Lake Road 
Goshen, Vt.

steadymaintenance@yahoo.com

CHUCK STEADY

PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE
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Public Meetings
AL-ANON OFFERS HELP 
and hope to anyone who 
has been affected by a 
loved one’s drinking. Mid-
dlebury hosts an online 
meeting Sunday night 
7:15pm and a face to face 
one Wednesday at 1:30pm 
at CVUUS (2 Duane Court 
Middlebury near the high 
school) that you can also 
access by Zoom. Visit ver-
montalanonalateen.org for 
links and list of other meet-
ings in the region. If you’d 
like to speak to an Al-Anon 
member, call our answering 
service (866-972-5266) and 
an Al-Anon member will call 
you back.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS in person meetings 
are available. For a list 
of local virtual meetings 
visit http://bit.ly/district9aa.  
For more information visit 
https://aavt.org/ or call the 
24 hour hotline at 802-388-
9284.

THE TURNING POINT 
CENTER of Addison Coun-
ty is open for in-person 
services, Monday through 
Friday, 10am-4pm, 54A 
Creek Road, Middlebury. 
We are available by phone 
24/7 at 802-388-4249.

V E R G E N N E S  F R E E 
THINKERS Founded in 
1935 on the principle of 
one alcoholic helping an-
other to achieve sobriety, 
A.A. is an effective and 
enduring program of re-
covery that has changed 
countless lives.  A.A. has 
always been committed to 
making its program of re-
covery available to anyone, 
anywhere, who reaches 
out for help with an alcohol 
problem.  The Vergennes 
Free Thinkers meeting was 
created in January of this 
year to maintain a tradition 
of free expression, conduct 
a meeting where alcoholics 
may feel free to express 
any beliefs, doubts or dis-

belief they may have, to 
share their own personal 
form of spiritual experience, 
their search for it, and/or 
their rejection of it, without 
having to accept anyone 
else’s beliefs or having to 
deny their own. Meetings 
are held with a high re-
gard for compassion and 
inclusion without judgment 
or exception.  If you think 
we can help, please join 
us on Thursdays at 6pm 
by contacting Vergennes-
freethinkers@gmail.com 
for Zoom and in-person 
meeting information.

DEADLINE: Monday at 5 p.m. 

CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM
Addison Independent

Cash in on our 4-for-3 rates! Pay for 3 issues, get 4th issue free! An ad placed for consective issues runs the 4th time for free! PLEASE PRINT YOUR AD...

The Independent assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in ads, but will 
rerun classified ad in which the error oc-
curred. No refunds will be possible. Ad-
vertiser will please notify us of any errors 
which may occur after first publication.

Number of words:
Cost:
# of runs:
Spotlight Charge:
Internet Listing: $2.00
TOTAL:

ADDISON INDEPENDENT
58 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-4944
addisonindependent.com •  email: classifieds@addisonindependent.com

RA
TE

S

• 25¢ per word • minimum $2.50 per ad 

• $2 internet listing for up to 4 issues • minimum 2 insertions

• Special 4 for 3 rates not valid for the following categories: Services,
Opportunities, Real Estate, Wood heat, Attn. Farmers, For Rent & Help Wanted

Notices

Card of Thanks

Personals

Services

Free**

Lost ’N Found**

Garage Sales 

Lawn & Garden

Opportunities

Adoption

Work Wanted

Help Wanted

For Sale

Public Meetings**

For Rent

Want to Rent

Wood Heat

Real Estate

Animals

Att. Farmers

Motorcycles

Cars

Trucks

SUVs

Snowmobiles

Boats

Wanted

Real Estate Wanted

Vacation Rentals

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Spotlight with large 3$2** no charge for these ads

Or, submit your classified ad on our website: addisonindependent.com

Volunteer ad

3x3 or a 6x3 

Services Services Services Services Services Services

ACCT, Addison County’s leading nonprofit 
affordable housing developer and manager, 

is seeking a 

Director of Property Management 
(DPM)

to lead our portfolio of over 750 units of 
permanently affordable housing, including 

apartments, mobile home parks, and shared 
equity homes. 

The DPM is responsible for overseeing all aspects of 
property operations, including leasing and compliance, 

maintenance and capital needs, capital planning, 
mobile home park management, cost controls, 

lease enforcement, and monitoring the financial 
performance of the portfolio.  Bachelor’s degree 

required, property management experience preferred. 
Strong management, supervisory, and technology skills 

are musts. 

Send cover letter and resume to 
elise@addisontrust.org. 

EOE.

Middlebury Agway  338 Exchange St. – Middlebury, VT.

FT Cashier -  Customer Service
Immediate Openings available.  Must be able to work until 6pm Weekdays 
and Weekends a MUST.  Up to 40 hours per week.
Wage commensurate with experience. 

Please send Resumes to info@middleburyagway.com or Fill out Application 
at Middlebury Agway, 338 Exchange Street, Middlebury VT.

Please no phone calls.

Warehouse and Yard Worker  -  FT  Position available
Warehouse Worker Job Purpose: Loading and Assisting with Customer 
Orders from the Yard, Warehouse and Store, Stocking Shelves and Filling 
Propane Tanks. Up to 40 hours per week.
Skills/Qualifications: Ability to lift 50lbs repeatedly throughout the day 
Weekends and dependability a MUST!  Preferable age 18+.

Please fill out an application in person.
Middlebury Agway - 338 Exchange St. – Middlebury, VT.

Nursery and Greenhouse Sales and Care Associate
Middlebury Agway is seeking a highly motivated individual to assist 
in our Nursery and Greenhouse during our busy season.  We’re looking 
for someone to pleasantly and confidently interact with customers in a 
demanding, fast paced environment.  Full Time or Part Time candidates will be 
considered but weekend availability is required. Multiple positions available. 

• Ability to lift and assist in loading and unloading of plant material and in 
the store.

• Knowledge of Growing/Caring for/Harvesting: Vegetables, Annuals, 
Perennials, Trees and Shrubs

• Excellent Customer Service Skills a must plus ability to recommend and 
sell plant material as well as complementary products

• Must be available to work weekends
• Team oriented, co-operative and a positive attitude required.

Please send Resume along with Salary History and References to:
Middlebury Agway Farm & Garden, Attn: Jennifer Jacobs,

338 Exchange St.  Middlebury, VT 05753

For More Information:
Visit neiwpcc.org/about-us/careers/ 
or scan the QR code.

Lake Champlain Boat Launch Stewards
Vermont & New York

������������������������������
 Seeking multiple stewards to engage boaters, 

inspect watercraft , and deliver informational messages
about invasive species on Lake Champlain.

We’re Hiring

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
Town Clerk

This position is responsible for overseeing the areas of municipal 
record keeping, issuance of licenses and official documents, and 

conducting local, state, and federal elections. 

Due to an upcoming vacancy the Selectboard will appoint the 
successful applicant until the 2024 March Town Meeting when it 
would then be required to run for and be elected for the remaining 
2-years of a 3-year term. APPLICANTS ARE REQUIRED TO LIVE 
IN AND BE RESIDENTS OF THE TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY.  This 
position is full-time with a competitive salary and benefits package.

A job description and application can be obtained
on the Town’s website, www.townofmiddlebury.org.

  Send cover letter, resume and application to:  Crystal Grant, Executive 
Assistant to the Town Manager at cgrant@townofmiddlebury.org.

EOE Town of Middlebury Sign-on Bonus, Travel Allowance, Free Meal,
New Wage Bands and Shift Differentials

The Residence at Otter Creek, a premiere senior living com-
munity in Middlebury, VT is accepting applications for:

Full/Part-Time Med Techs/LPN ($5,000 sign-on bonus)

Full/Part-Time Caregiver ($5,000 sign-on bonus)

Full/Part Time Servers ($500 sign-on bonus)

Please inquire about per-diem shift openings
 for all departments

Applicants must be able to work weekends.
Background checks required. 

Now offering Now offering 
Open Breakfast and Open Breakfast and 

Open Dinner Interviews!Open Dinner Interviews!

Please join us on Tuesdays for Open Interviews 
and a bite to eat! We would love to meet with 

you and tell you about the wonderful positions 
we have available! Let us show you around and 
experience our exciting community. Breakfast 

Interviews Tuesdays from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m., and 
Dinner Interviews Tuesdays from 4 to 5:30 p.m.

Please email your resume to
Kristen LaFlam at 
klaflam@residenceottercreek.com. 
or use our new QR Code.

The Residence at Otter Creek
350 Lodge Road, Middlebury, VT 05753 
www.residenceottercreek.com

The Waybury Inn is hiring kitchen hands 
and cooks. Candidates should have a serious 
attitude about food and a desire to grow 
within the culinary industry. Experience is 
preferred but not necessary.
Applications are available at the front desk of 
the Waybury Inn, Tuesday through Sunday, 
or visit our website at wayburyinn.com and 
click on “Contact Us,” then on “Employment 
Opportunities.”
Please call us for assistance or to acquire an 
email with an application attached.

Applications and resumes may be sent
 to chef@wayburyinn.com  and

mgr@wayburyinn.com or mailed to:
Waybury Inn

457 East Main Street
Middlebury, Vermont 05753

802-388-4015

KITCHEN STAFF

Addison Independent

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Public Meetings Public Meetings Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted 
ads can be 
found on 

Pages 9B, 
10B and 11B.

 

Interested in volunteering?
Email Amyh@unitedwayaddisoncounty.org

Community Impact Funding Volunteers
UWAC is currently accepting Letters of Interest from nonprofits serving Addison County 

in the area of Education for our Community Impact Funding. 
We are in search of volunteers to review Letters of Interest, conduct and score site visits,

and work as part of a group to make funding recommendations to our Board of Directors.

The CIF Review process will begin March 22, 2023 and run through May.
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VERMONT SUPPORT 
LINE Are you struggling 
with a challenging situa-
tion? Do you have feel-
ings of sadness, loneliness, 
isolation, anger, or depres-
sion? You don’t have to 

face it alone. Talk with a 
caring person who under-
stands what you’re going 
through today by calling or 
texting the free and confi-
dential Pathways Vermont 
Support Line available 24/7 
at (833) VT - TALKS.

Services
C+I DRYWALL and plaster-
ing. Call Joe 802-234-5545.

CONSTRUCTION: ADDI-
TIONS, RENOVATIONS 
new construction, drywall, 
carpentry, painting, flooring, 
roofing, pressure washing, 
driveway sealing. All as-
pects of construction, also 
property maintenance. Ste-
ven Fifield 802-989-0009.

MELISSA’S QUALITY 
CLEANING Services. Resi-
dential and commercial. 
Fully insured. Great rates. 
Reliable and thorough 
cleaning. 802-345-6257.

ODD JOBS lawn work, 
cut brush, some tree work. 
Snow removal services for 
your roof. Call us we do 
other jobs too! 802-999-
2194 John.

TJS LANDSCAPING & 
PROPERTY Maintenance 
has now made the full 
time move from Franklin 
to Addison County. With the 
change we have room to 
take on some new custom-
ers. If your looking for lawn 
care, new mulch, some-
one to clean up your plow 
damage or just help with 
an outdoor project please 
reach out for a free quote!!   
802-989-1102 or TJsLPM@
gmail.com.

3
WE BUY OLD STUFF Es-
tates, collections, antiques 
etc. Also hunting and fish-
ing items. Call Erik 802-
345-0653.

Free
DIGITAL ACCESS View 
obituaries, calendar listings 
and classifieds online at 
addisonindependent.com.  
Don’t miss out on events, 
garage sales, or opportu-
nities- check out our free 
digital listings.  Looking 
to read more? Become a 
subscriber!

Help Wanted
AMERICAN FLATBREAD 
MIDDLEBURY Hearth 
is hiring!  Offering good 
compensation, respect-
ful co-workers, and great 
food.  We are hiring for 
multiple full time and part 
time positions including bar 
leadership, daytime prep 
and evening shifts.  Ample 
opportunities for growth in 
a positive work environ-
ment.  Please stop in for 
an application or email Joe 
at joe@americanflatbread.
com. EOE.

3
TIRED OF BEING RE-
TIRED? Limited hours, 
A&W and Greg’s Market. 
Applications available at 
Greg’s.

For Sale
VINTAGE JENNEY LIND 
STYLE rocking baby 
cradle. Also works well to 
display large doll collection. 
Excellent condition $85. 
802-377-1620

For Rent
DRY, WINTER/SUMMER 
STORAGE SPACE in Ad-
dison. Available storage 
space in my barn for sum-
mer/winter storage. The 
barn is structurally sound 
and weather-tight with 
electricity. No heat or run-
ning water. The barn is also 
available for lease. The en-
trance door measurements 
are 8’ wide by 7’ high. For 
more info: 802-363-3403 
or rochon_m@yahoo.com.

MIDDLEBURY, 1 BED-
ROOM, downtown apart-
ment; includes trash and 
snow removal, parking. No 
pets, no smoking. 802-388-
7525.

MIDDLEBURY, OFF CAM-
PUS HOUSING available. 
802-388-4831, AJ Neri 
Property Rentals.

VERGENNES VALLEY 
VIEW APARTMENTS is 
currently taking wait list ap-
plications.  Occupants must 
be 62+ years of age.  No 
smoking/ No pets. Income 
limits apply - Rent based 
on income. Equal Housing 
Opportunity.  802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com.

VERGENNES WILLOW 
APARTMENTS Is currently 
taking waitlist applications 
for 1 and 2 bedroom apart-
ments.  No smoking/no 
pets.  Income limits ap-
ply- Rent rate based on 
income.  Equal Housing 
Opportunity 802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191.  www.
SummitPMG.com.

Wood Heat
DRY OR GREEN firewood 
for sale. Delivery available. 
802-758-2007.

Animals
RED AND BLUE HEELER 
puppies for sale; had all 
shots. $600. each. Will take 
trades. 518-569-0957.

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent

3 x 5.5
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3 x col 4
New Haven Road crew
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WHY NOT LOVE YOUR JOB:
Seeking Shared Living Provider for 50- year- 
old man, who is part of AFC program.  He 
utilizes a wheelchair; the home must be 
handicapped accessible.  He enjoys listening 
to Classic Rock, taking in local music events, 
fishing, and spending time with family.  He 
has his own handicapped van.  Compensation 
includes yearly tax-free stipend of $35,000, 
plus room and board, and contracted supports.

Please contact Shirley Donohue
at sdonohue@howardcenter.org

or 802-355-6094.

howardcenter.org • 802-488-6500

Are you interested in becoming a 

Financial Advisor?

THORNTON
INVESTMENT 

MANAGEMENT
pat@thorntoninvesting.com

614 Monkton Rd.,
Bristol, VT 05443

(802) 355-8001 Cell
(802) 453-5432 Office

Please contact Pat Thornton 
to schedule a time to meet 
and learn more about this 

exciting career opportunity!

 
We are seeking a candidate interested

in the Financial Service Industry.

This is an entry-level position with many
opportunities to learn and grow.

Training will be provided to the right candidate. 

You will enjoy a competitive salary and flexible work 
hours at our location in Bristol, Vermont.

We are currently looking to fill:

Auto Technician
County Tire Center, Inc. is a busy 10-bay shop. We offer competitive 
wages including health insurance, vacation/sick time, 401K, uniforms 
and boot allowance. 40 hours a week Monday-Friday, with overtime 

available during the months of fall and spring tire changes.

Email cover letter, resume
and three references to

lisa@countytirecenter.com
Stop by 33 Seymour St.

Middlebury, VT 
Or call 802-388-7620

•  Motivated full-time Automotive Technician with 
knowledge in brakes, exhaust, oil changes, tires, VT 
state inspection license as well as all other related 
mechanical job duties. Your own tools are required.

$1,500-$3,000 sign on bonus
based on experience/knowledge.

MIDDLEBURY UNION 
MIDDLE SCHOOL

MUMS
COACHING POSITIONS

Middlebury Union Middle School is seeking
head and/or assistant coaches for the following:

• Softball 
• Baseball 

• Girls’ Lacrosse 
Applicants must possess a strong knowledge of coaching 
principles with previous coaching experience preferred.  
Must possess strong organizational skills and the ability 
to communicate and relate to student athletes.

Interested parties should send
a letter of interest, resume, and three 

current letters of reference to:
Middlebury Union Middle School

48 Deerfield Lane
Middlebury, VT  05753

Applications will be accepted until
the positions have been filled.    E.O.E.

ALL ADDISON COUNTY LOCATIONS 
CURRENTLY HIRING!

For openings and to apply, visit 
Maplefields.com

Looking for work in your hometown? 
We offer medical, dental, paid vacation, 

personal time, sick time and 401K for
full time positions.

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted 
ads can be 
found on 

Pages 9B, 
10B and 11B.

All real estate 
advertising in this 
newspaper is subject  to 
the Federal Fair Housing 
Act of 1968 as amended 
which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, national 
origin, sexual orientation, 
or persons receiving 
public assistance, or an 
intention to make any such 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will 
not  knowingly accept any 
advertisement for real 
estate which is in violation 
of the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available 
on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of 
discrimination, call HUD 
Toll-free at 1-800-424-
8590. For the Washington, 
DC area please call HUD 
at 426-3500.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Childcare Worker/Parent Educator
Join the Parent/Child Center Team

Childcare Staff Position: We are seeking a childcare worker
who will work with children and parents in our therapeutic 
program. This is a full-time position with generous benefits. 

We are a therapeutic childcare program that supports children 
birth through 5 and their families. Strong candidates must have 

knowledge of child development, family systems, excellent 
communication skills, and want to work with young families. 

Flexibility and collaboration are a must. Experience with children 
and families wanted: a minimum of a bachelor’s degree preferred.

Please send a resume and cover letter, along with 3 references 
to Donna Bailey at dbailey@addisoncountypcc.org

Help  WantedHelp  Wanted
Town of New Haven

Highway Department Road Crew

78 North Street, New Haven, VT 05472
802-453-3516

Full-time road crew position. Applicant must have a Class B CDL; 
should be willing to learn dump truck operation and maintenance, 
snowplowing, road building, and small equipment operation such as 
chain saws. Must be able to get along well with others and be willing to 
work outdoors in all types of weather. Must have passed drug test and 
medical exam for CDL drivers prior to employment.
Good benefits package: 12 paid holidays, medical insurance,
              and sick leave; pay based on experience. 

Application and job description
available at Town Clerk’s Office

and www.newhavenvt.com.
Submit applications to Town Office: Town of New 

Haven, 78 North St., New Haven, Vt. 05472
or email newhaventreasurer@gmavt.net.  

Help Wanted

Public Meetings Public Meetings Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

Services

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted
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Auctions

ATTENTION FARMERS!!!
ANNUAL SPRING DAIRY/FEEDER 

CONSIGNMENT SALE

12 NOON SHARP 
EXPECTING 200 HEAD!! 

 SPRINGING, BRED, & OPEN HEIFERS!!
ACCEPTING QUALITY CONSIGNMENTS NOW!!!

* FOLLOWING DAIRY *
ALSO CONSIGNING BEEF FEEDERS
ANGUS-HEREFORD & BF CROSSES

ALL BF BREEDS WELCOME!!

DON’T MISS THIS ANNUAL SPRING SALE
ALL QUALITY CONSIGNMENTS WELCOME

**CASH IN ON YOUR OVERSTOCK**

A MUST SALE TO ATTEND!!!
 For More Info Call 802-388-2661 (ACCS)

Sale Manager: T.G. Wisnowski & Sons- 802-989-1507
Auctioneer – John Nop

www.accscattle.com
*Annual Machinery Sale Will Be Held
Saturday, May 6th 10am  @ ACCS!!*

WHEN: WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5TH
AT ADDISON COUNTY COMMISSION SALES BARNS

RT. 125, EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT

STATE OF VERMONT
SUPERIOR COURT
ADDISON UNIT

CIVIL DIVISION
DOCKET NO: 58-3-19 Ancv

WILMINGTON  SAVINGS FUND SOCIETY,  FSB, AS TRUSTEE  OF 
STANWICH MORTGAGE  LOAN TRUST I
 PLAINTIFF
 VS.
STACIE L. BODINGTON; IONA J. SMITH AND OCCUPANTS RESIDING AT 15 
SUNSET DRIVE, VERGENNES, VT 05491
              DEFENDANT(S)

NOTICE OF SALE
By virtue and in execution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage 

given by Stacie L. Bodington and Iona J. Smith, to Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., 
dated December 9, 2010, and recorded in Book 71, at Page 3 72, of the City 
of Vergennes Land Records, of which mortgage the undersigned is the present 
holder by Assignment of Mortgage recorded in Book 88, Page 125,

for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing 
the same will be· sold at Public Auction at March 31, 2023 at 03:00 PM at 15 
Sunset Drive, Vergennes, VT 05491 all and singular the premises described in 
said mortgage,
To Wit:

Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to Stacie L. 
Bodington by Warranty Deed of Robert & Frances O’Bryan dated December 
9, 2010 and recorded December 13, 2010 in Book 71, at Page 371 of the 
Vergennes Land Records and further described therein.

The description of the property contained in the mortgage shall control 
in the event of a typographical error in this publication.

The public sale may be adjourned one or more times for a total time not 
exceeding 30 days, without further court order, and without publication or service 
of a new notice of sale, by announcement of the new sale date to those present 
at each adjournment or by posting notice of the adjournment in a conspicuous 
place at the location of the sale.  Terms of Sale:  $10,000.00 to be paid in cash 
or by certified check by the purchaser at the time of sale, with the balance due at 
closing.  The sale is subject to all liens, encumbrances, unpaid taxes, tax titles, 
municipal liens, if any, which take precedence over the said mortgage above 
described.

The Mortgagor is entitled to redeem the premises at any time prior to the 
sale by paying the full amount due under the mortgage,  including the costs and 
expenses of the sale.

Other terms to be announced at sale
Wilmington Savings Fund Society, FSB, as Trustee of Stanwich Mortgage 

Loan Trust I
 Caryn L. Connolly, Esq. BROCK & SCOTT, PLLC

1080 Main Street, Suite 200
Pawtucket, RI 02860

Caryn.Connolly@BrockandScott.com

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
Bid Number # 20230301-2

March 2023
INVITATION TO BID

Competitive bids for 2023-2024 Roadway Line Striping in the Town of 
Middlebury will be received at the office of the Town Manager, 77 Main Street, 
Middlebury, VT 05753 until 3:00 PM, March 30, 2023.

The Town of Middlebury, VT reserves the right to waive any 
informalities in, reject any and all bids, to make a partial bid award, 
or to accept any bid deemed to be in the best interest of the Town.

Information for Bidders, Specifications and Bid Forms may be obtained free of 
charge at the Municipal Building at 77 Main Street, the Department of Public Works 
at 1020 Route 7 South or on the Town’s webpage at www.townofmiddlebury.org. 
Questions may be addressed to Patti Kirby via email at pkirby@townofmiddlebury.
org or by phone at (802) 388-4045.

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
77 MAIN STREET, MIDDLEBURY, VT 05753
Invitation for Bids / Instructions to Bidders

You are hereby invited to submit a bid proposal for the implementation of 
TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY TEEN CENTER ECM UPGRADES. The building 
is located between the tennis courts and the baseball diamond in The Town of 
Middlebury Recreation Park, 77 Mary Hogan Drive, Middlebury VT 05753.
BID PROPOSAL FORMS
Your complete and inclusive bid will be received BY 1:00 p.m. on Friday, 
April 17, 2023.
 1) via mail to Bill Kernan at Middlebury Department of Public 
 Works, 1020 Route 7 South, Middlebury VT 05753 - OR -
 2) Via email to bkernan@townofmiddlebury.org
 Cc to judith@harrisandharrisvt.com

All technical questions are to be addressed to the designated Bid Document 
Contact:
Judith B. Harris
Harris & Harris Consulting, Inc.
Phone: 802.922.1321
156 Beaver Meadow Brook
Lincoln, VT 05443-8701
judith@harrisandharrisvt.com

All proposals shall stand available for acceptance for a period of sixty (60) 
days from the date received. Submit all bids only on the forms provided herein, 
in accordance with bid packages as issued. Voluntary alternates for value 
engineering and cost and/or time savings are welcomed. Please list these 
alternates, separately on your letterhead.
PROJECT NAME: Middlebury Teen Center ECM Upgrades
SUBMITTER’s INFO: NAME & ADDRESS of BIDDER NAME,
 TELEPHONE NUMBER,
 EMAIL ADDRESS OF APPROPRIATE CONTACT

Bids will be opened publicly and read aloud. Final selection will be made by 
the Owner’s project team. The project team reserves the right to accept or reject 
any or all bids, to waive any informalities and irregularities in the bids or bidding, 
and to accept the one responsive and responsible Bid that in its judgment will be 
best for the project.

Information for Bidders, Specifications and Bid Forms may be obtained 
free of charge at the Municipal Building at 77 Main Street, the Department 
of Public Works at 1020 Route 7 South or on the Town’s webpage at http://
www.townofmiddlebury.org/town_notices/. Questions may be addressed 
to Patti Kirby via email at pkirby@townofmiddlebury.org or by phone at 
(802) 388-4045.

The most significant changes were made to incorporate state information on 
Forest Blocks and Connector Blocks pursuant to 24 V.S.A. §4382. The Natural 
Resources section of the plan, and the Land Use Districts were revised to reflect 
this information.

This hearing may be attended in person or remotely using Zoom.
To obtain a live link for remote attendance, please call the Town Office at (802) 

352-4228 by 3PM on March 28, 2023.
Copies of the Draft Salisbury Town Plan can be viewed at the Salisbury Town 

Office during regular business hours, at the Addison County Regional Planning 
Commission Office, 14 Seminary Street, Middlebury or on Salisbury’s website: 
https://www.townofsalisbury.org

Comments may be mailed to the Select Board at the Town Office. They may 
also be emailed to town.clerk@comcast.net. (Please put “Town Plan Comments” 
in the subject line.)

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
TOWN OF SALISBURY SELECT BOARD

SALISBURY TOWN PLAN UPDATE
The Salisbury Select Board will hold a public hearing at 6:30PM on Tuesday 

March 28, 2023 at the Salisbury Town Office, 25 Schoolhouse Rd, Salisbury, 
Vermont to receive comments on the proposed update to the Town Plan. This 
hearing is held pursuant to 24 V.S.A. §4442. This notice is issued pursuant to 
24 V.S.A. §4444(b).

Because the document updates all sections of the plan and proposes changes 
to the Land Use Districts, all areas in town may be affected. The sections of the 
plan are:

History
Population
Housing
Economy
Education
Community Facilities and 

Services
Public Utilities and Energy
Transportation
Natural Resources
Land Use
Implementation
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MARKET REPORT
ADDISON COUNTY

COMMISSION SALES
RT. 125 • EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT

We value our faithful customers.
Sales at 3 pm - Mon. & Thurs.

call 1-802-388-2661

Sales for 2/28/23 & 3/2/23
  COST
BEEF LBS. /LB $

  COST
CALVES LBS. /LB $
A. Brisson  99 3.30 $326.70
Barnes B&W 102 2.80 $285.60
R. Scholten  90 2.10 $189.00
Savello Farm 94 2.00 $188.00
J. Allen 98 1.725 $169.05

Total Beef - 152   Total Calves - 233

Woodnotch 1205 1.05 $1265.25
Gosliga 1720 1.01 $1737.20 
Blue Spruce 1690 1.00 $1690.00
Vorsteveld 1600  .98 $1568.00
Kayhart Bros 1695  .97 $1644.15
Champlainside 1835  .95 $1743.25

NOTICE OF SELF-STORAGE LIEN SALE AUCTION
ABC SELF STORAGE 

12 OSSIE RD • EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT 05740-0558
Notice is hereby given that the contents of the self-storage units listed below 

will be sold at auction. This sale is being held to collect unpaid storage unit 
occupancy fees, charges and expenses of sale. The entire contents of each 
self-storage unit listed below will be sold, BY STORAGE AUCTION SOLUTIONS 
with proceeds to be distributed as follows: Payment to ABC Self Storage for 
all accrued occupancy fees (rent) charges, late payment fees, sale expenses, 
and all other expenses in relation to the unit and its sale. Contents of each unit 
may be viewed on March 10, 2023 commencing at 1:30 pm. Bidding will begin 
immediately after viewing of the entire contents of each self-storage unit. The 
highest bidder on the storage unit must remove the entire contents of the unit 
within 48 hours after the notification of their successful bid. Purchase must be 
made in cash and paid in advance of removal of contents of unit. $50.00 cash 
deposit shall be made and will be refunded if the unit is broom cleaned. ABC Self-
Storage reserves the right to accept or reject bids. The contents of the following 
tenants’ self storage units will be included in the sale:
UNIT A017 - John Hatch
764 Munger Street, Middlebury, VT, 
05753 - Household Goods

UNIT C005 - Susan Lamonda
7 River Street #B, Fair Haven, VT, 
05743 - Household Goods

UNIT C009 - Dusty Grace
2888 Lower Notch Road, Bristol, VT 
05443 - Household Goods

UNIT C018 - Samantha Oliveiera
 PO Box 67, Middlebury, VT 05753 - 
Household Goods

UNIT C022 - Melissa Shores
PO Box 298, East Middlebury, VT 
05740 - Household Goods

UNIT C025 - Joshua Litch
54 West Road, Whiting, VT 05778 - 
Household Goods

UNIT D017 - Kevin Zey
2776 Case Street, Middlebury, VT 
05753 - Household Goods

UNIT E047 - John Hessler 
1 Candlelight Terrace,
White River Junction, VT 05001 - 
Household Goods

UNIT C008 - Wayne Larose
35 Mountain Independence Road, 
Orwell, VT 05067 - 
Household Goods

ABC Self Storage (1)

Addison County 
Courthouse (1)

Bristol (1)

Ferrisburgh (1)

Middlebury (5)

Rutland Northeast 
Supervisory Union (2)

Salisbury (1)

State of Vermont (1)
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Att. Farmers
HORSE BLANKET WASH 
and repair.  Accepting non-
leather (for now) horsewear 
of all kinds for cleaning and 
repairing at my Weybridge 
location.  Call or text Sue 
Miller at 802-377-5945 or 
email svdwmiller@icloud.
com with “horse” in the 
subject line for more in-
formation.

SMALL SQUARE BALES, 
$3.50. Call 802-377-5455.

WHITNEY’S CUSTOM 
FARM WORK Pond agi-
tating, liquid manure haul-
ing, drag line aerating. Call 
for price. 462-2755, John 
Whitney.

Wanted
Account: Cristelli, Ray

1 Cols Wide

Looking for 
something different?

Your local newspaper 
is your

BEST RESOURCE 
for local 

job opportunities!

Also available online:
addisonindependent.com

3
eastview
col  CD

The 
Bristol 
American 
Legion Post 19 
is seeking a Steward/Manager to 
oversee the business of the Post. 
This position is responsible for supervising part-time 
bartenders and custodians and scheduling the facility 
for Post and private events. The compensation will 
be commensurate with the experience of the selected 
individual. If interested, submit your resume with a 
minimum of 3 references to: Bristol American Legion Post 
19, PO Box 292, Bristol, VT 05443. Resumes may also 
be dropped off at the Legion (56 Airport Drive, Bristol, VT) 
or emailed to post19@accessvt.com. 

All applications for this position
must be received by March 20, 2023.

GREENHOUSE 
WORKERS 
WANTED

Full- or Part-Time
Seasonal, March 15-June 15, 2023

First Season Greenhouses 
Located 6 miles West of Vergennes

Phone: 802-475-2588
Ask for Bill

Help Wanted 
ads can be 
found on 

Pages 9B, 
10B and 11B.

OLD & Used
guns wanted

P: 802-775-2859
C: 802-236-7213

Rifles, 
Hand 
guns, 

Shot guns
Top prices paid.

People-Centered Work 
That Makes a Difference

Are You Seeking

Find your calling at EastView at Middlebury 
– a senior living community in the heart of 

Middlebury. 
Check out our current needs at http://www.

eastviewmiddlebury.com/join-our-team/

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent

Att. Farmers

XXXXXXX XXXXXXX XXXXXXX XXXXXXX XXXXXXX

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted

For Rent

Let us help you sift through 
the complexities of the Fair 
Housing Law. Stay legal. 
Stay on the right side of the 
nation’s Fair Housing Law. 

Call the Addison 
Independent at (802) 

388-4944. 
Talk to our sales 

professionals.

It’s against the law 
to  discriminate

when advertising 
housing

Its easier to break the law 
than you might think. You 
can’t say “no children” or 
“adults only.”

There’s a lot you can’t say. 
The Federal Government 
is watching for such 
discrimination.

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

Are You Seeking People-
Centered Work That Makes

a Difference? 
Check out EastView at Middlebury -

Senior Living in the Heart of Middlebury
http://www.eastviewmiddlebury.com/join-our-team/

Find Your Calling
at EastView
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Tuesday 12:30pm to 4:30pm

APPOINTMENTS REQUIRED.

802-388-1966
addisoncountyclerk@gmail.com

Addison County Courthouse
The Addison County Clerk
located in Frank Mahady
Courthouse is available

to accept passport applications
and provide  passport photos.

REGULAR HOURS
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday

9am to 1pm

Full Passport Service

  CHILD FIND NOTICE
BRANDON, CHITTENDEN, GOSHEN, LEICESTER, MENDON,

PITTSFORD, SUDBURY AND WHITING
The Rutland Northeast Supervisory Union is conducting a child find to locate 
all children 3 to 4 years of age before September 1, 2023, for the purpose of 
having accurate information for preschool screening and to plan for future 
enrollments.  If you know of a CHILD THAT WILL BE THREE TO FOUR YEARS 
OF AGE BEFORE SEPTEMBER 1, 2023 who resides in any of the following 
towns, Brandon, Chittenden, Goshen, Leicester, Mendon, Pittsford, Sudbury, or 
Whiting, please fill out and return this form to the address below AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE, scan and email it to scrossmon@rnesu.org, or call (802)247-5757 
ext. 2733. Thank you.
* Parents will be contacted previous to the April 2023 screening dates.*
CHILD’S NAME___________________________________________________
DATE OF BIRTH_____________________ PHONE______________________ 
TOWN OF RESIDENCE____________________________________________
PARENT/GUARDIAN NAME(S)______________________________________
MAILING ADDRESS__________________________________ZIP__________
911 ADDRESS______________________________________ ZIP__________
EMAIL ADDRESS_________________________________________________

Rutland Northeast Early Childhood Program
 RUTLAND NORTHEAST SUPERVISORY UNION

49 Court Drive
Brandon, VT   05733

By law, public notice of proposed rules must be given by publication in 
newspapers of record. The purpose of these notices is to give the public a 
chance to respond to the proposals. The public notices for administrative rules 
are now also available online at https://secure.vermont.gov/SOS/rules/ . The 
law requires an agency to hold a public hearing on a proposed rule, if requested 
to do so in writing by 25 persons or an association having at least 25 members.

To make special arrangements for individuals with disabilities or special 
needs please call or write the contact person listed below as soon as possible. 

To obtain further information concerning any scheduled hearing(s), obtain 
copies of proposed rule(s) or submit comments regarding proposed rule(s), 
please call or write the contact person listed below. You may also submit 
comments in writing to the Legislative Committee on Administrative Rules, State 
House, Montpelier, Vermont 05602 (802-828-2231).

PROPOSED STATE RULES

District Quality Standards.
Vermont Proposed Rule: 23P004
AGENCY: Agency of Education 
CONCISE SUMMARY: The proposed new rules describe core elements 
inherent in a high quality system of local education delivery. The rules 
establish standards regarding critical (i) business practices (in re: budgeting 
& accounting, risk management & internal controls, personnel management, 
and data management); (ii) facilities management and safety practices; and (iii) 
governance priorities, protocols, and processes. The proposed rules describe 
a system of self-evaluation, publication of metrics, and Agency support and 
oversight for school districts/supervisory unions/supervisory districts to attain 
the stated standards. The rules are written to acknowledge that although 16 
V.S.A.§ 165 speaks of “districts,” other statutes assign responsibility for duties 
related to business, facilities, and governance to (i) supervisory unions to 
perform on behalf of their member school districts and (ii) supervisory districts 
(i.e., single school districts that serve as their own supervisory unions) to 
perform on their own behalf.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT: Emily Simmons, General 
Counsel, Agency of Education 1 National Life Drive, Davis 5, Montpelier, VT 
05620-2501 Tel: 802-828-1518 Fax: 802-828-6430 Email: emily.simmons@
vermont.gov. URL: https://education.vermont.gov/rules. 
FOR COPIES: Courtney O’Brien, Business Project Manager, Agency of 
Education 1 National Life Drive, Davis 5, Montpelier, VT 05620-2501 Tel: 802-
595-4007 Fax: 802-828-6430 Email: courtney.obrien@vermont.gov

TOWN OF FERRISBURGH
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

PLANNING COMMISSION
MARCH 15TH, 2023

AGENDA
A public hearing before the Planning Commission of the Town of Ferrisburgh 

will be held at the Town Clerk’s Office on Wednesday, March 15th, 2023, beginning 
at 7pm to consider the following applications and other business:

1. Application: 23-014 Preliminary Plat review for a two (2) lot Planned 
Unit Development (PUD); 189 Four Winds Road; applicant(s): Brenna 
Mead & Sarah Richardson; Rural Agricultural (RA-5) district; tax id no. 
05/02/11.3

 2. Application 23-015 Boundary Adjustment; 462 Monkton Road; 
applicant(s): Peter & Lis Markowski; Rural Agricultural (RA-5) district; tax 
id no. 15/02/37.3

3. Application: 23-016 Sketch Plan Review for a two (2) lot Subdivision; 
731 Shellhouse Mountain Rd, Rural Agricultural (RA-5) district; tax id no. 
10/01/34

The above files are available for inspection at the Town Clerk’s Office. Persons 
wishing to appear and be heard may do so in person or be represented by an 
agent or an attorney. Communications about the above hearings may also be 
filed in writing with the Board or the Zoning Administrator. 

PLEASE NOTE: Participation in the local proceeding is a prerequisite to the 
right to take any subsequent appeal.

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
Bid Number # 20230301-1

March 2023
INVITATION TO BID

Competitive bids for 2023-2024 Roadway Crack Sealing in the Town of 
Middlebury will be received at the office of the Town Manager, 77 Main Street, 
Middlebury, VT 05753 until 3:00 PM, March 30, 2023.

The Town of Middlebury, VT reserves the right to waive any 
informalities in, reject any and all bids, to make a partial bid award, 
or to accept any bid deemed to be in the best interest of the Town.

Information for Bidders, Specifications and Bid Forms may be obtained 
free of charge at the Municipal Building at 77 Main Street, the Department 
of Public Works at 1020, Route 7 South or on the Town’s webpage at www.
townofmiddlebury.org. Questions may be addressed to Patti Kirby via email at 
pkirby@townofmiddlebury.org or by phone at (802) 388-4045.

RUTLAND NORTHEAST SUPERVISORY UNION
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

The Rutland Northeast Supervisory Union School District Board (Owner) 
is seeking competitive bids to provide a modular learning unit for Otter Valley 
Union Middle/High School, 2997 Franklin Street, Brandon, VT  05733.  We are 
seeking bids on two unit sizes:   28x52 and  28x76

All bidders shall submit an itemized costs estimate that includes new units 
and if available a used modular portable classroom of good and usable quality.  
Bids shall also include the cost of a five-year lease as well as the purchase cost 
of the unit.

Bids are due Monday, March 13, 2023 at 12:00pm
All units utilized and work shall be code compliant.  Delivery and Substantial 

Completion shall be achieved by as soon as possible, unit must be 
operational by August 15, 2023.  Please specify delivery and substantial 
completion date in your proposal.  Note that related utilities, utility connections 
and supporting concrete base pad, or piers, are not part of this project and will 
be addressed separately and completed this summer fall.  The selected vendor 
needs to provide concrete specifics no later than April 1st for site work to be 
completed.

 Bid Packages are available upon request by contacting by email to Ms. 
Brenda L. Fleming, Director of Business and Finance, Rutland Northeast 
Supervisory Union, at bfleming@rnesu.org

Public Notices  can be found on Pages 11B & 12B.

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Middlebury Development Review Board will hold a public hearing(s) at 
the Middlebury Municipal Offices, Large Conference Room, 77 Main Street, 
Middlebury, VT on Monday March 27, 2023, beginning at 7:00 p.m. to consider 
the following application(s). The hearing will be available to participants via a 
Zoom video link. The Zoom link will be provided on the meeting agenda posted 
on the Towns website.

1. Application (file #2023-08:151.000-SP) by David and Robin Cole, 
dba Mechanical Advantage requests site plan approval and side 
yard setback waiver pursuant to Sections 580 and 724 respectively. 
Applicants propose to construct an addition to their existing 
business structure located at 2106 Route 7 South. The property is 
in the Protected Highway District (PHD), parcel #008151.000.

The application(s) will be heard in the order listed. Plans and additional 
information may be viewed at the Planning and Zoning Office in the Town 
Offices.  Participation in this public hearing is a prerequisite to the right to 
take any subsequent appeal as an “interested person(s)”. Interested persons 
wishing to participate in this hearing may do so by contacting David Wetmore 
at 388-8100, Ext 226 or email to dwetmore@townofmiddlebury.org. 
 David Wetmore
 DRB Coordinator, AZA

STATE OF VERMONT 
SUPERIOR COURT

PROBATE DIVISION 
ADDISON UNIT 

DOCKET NO: 22-PR-07054
IN RE ESTATE OF:

BEVERLY LATREILLE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

To the creditors of: Beverly Latreille, 
late of Monkton, VT. I have been 
appointed to administer this estate. 
All creditors having claims against 
the decedent or the estate must 
present their claims in writing within 
four (4) months of the date of the 
first publication of this notice.  The 
claim must be presented to me at 
the address listed below with a copy 
sent to the Court.  The claim may be 
barred forever if it is not presented 
within the four (4) month period.
Dated: January 24, 2023

Signature of Fiduciary: /s/
Jessica Riney

Executor/Administrator:
 Jessica Riney, 200 Short Street, 

Bridport, VT 05734 
Publication:  Addison Independent
Publication Date: 03/09/23 
Name of Probate Court:  Vermont 
Superior Court, Addison County 
Probate Division
Address of Court: 7 Mahady Drive, 
Middlebury, Vermont 05753

STATE OF VERMONT
SUPERIOR COURT

ADDISON UNIT 
PROBATE DIVISION

DOCKET NO.: 23-PR-00560
IN RE ESTATE OF: 
CAROLYN YOUNG

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
To the Creditors of Carolyn Young, 
late of North Ferrisburgh, Vermont. 
I have been appointed to administer 
this estate. All creditors having 
claims against the decedent, or the 
estate must present their claims in 
writing within (4) months of the first 
publication of this notice. The claim 
must be presented to me at the 
address listed below with a copy sent 
to the court. The claim may be barred 
forever if it is not presented within the 
four (4) month period.
Dated: 03/03/23

Executor/Administrator:
Jeffrey Young

Mailing Address:
307 Boyer Circle, Unit 20,

Williston, VT 05495
Publication: Addison Independent
Publication Date: 03/9/23
Address of Probate Court:
Addison Unit, Probate Court
7 Mahady Court
Middlebury, VT 05753

TOWN OF BRISTOL
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Bristol Development Review Board will hold the following hearings on 
March 28, 2023 beginning at 7:00 P.M. The hearings will be held in person at the 
Town Office, located at 1 South Street.  The hearings will also be available via 
Zoom and login information is below.

Permit #23-300: Livingston Farms located at 40 South 116 Rd (Parcel 
#060259.12) is requesting Conditional Use review for a new repair shop 
per Bristol Unified Development Regulations Article III, Section 350

Copies of the complete zoning applications are available for review at the 
Bristol Town Office during regular business hours.

Remote Access: Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/ • Meeting ID: 857 8676 1083 • Passcode: 805823

Phone In: 1-646-558-8656 • Meeting ID: 857 8676 1083 • Passcode: 805823
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85786761083?pwd=RFlWSGFwamJIRG5KOEpCal

NITDczdz09

MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 
police last week cited Corrin 
Malinowski, 27, of Middlebury for 
cocaine possession and impeding 
a public officers. The citation 
followed an investigation of 
several vehicles that had gathered 
at a closed business off Route 7 
South at around 12:28 a.m. on Feb. 
27.

In other action last week, 
Middlebury police:

• On Feb. 27, assisted Vermont 
State Police at the scene of a car 
crash on Route 125 at the Cornwall 
town line.

• Assisted a local resident 
suspected to have been the victim 
of a social media scam on Feb. 28.

• Received a complaint about 
vehicles speeding on Ossie Road 
on Feb. 28.

• Responded to a report that 
a woman in the Jayne Court 
neighborhood was outside her 
residence experiencing some sort 
of emergency at a little after 6 a.m. 
on Feb. 28. Officers determined the 
woman was having a reaction to an 
illegal drug and got Middlebury 
Regional EMS to take her to Porter 
Hospital.

• Investigated a report of 
someone driving erratically in 
the vicinity of Quarry Road and 
Munger Street on March 1. 

• Assisted a person who was 
having a mental health crisis in 

Woman cited for possession of cocaine

Police Log
Middlebury

the Main Street area on March 1. 
Police said the person was taken to 
Porter Hospital.

• Received a report about two 
boys throwing snowballs at a 
house off Route 7 on March 1.

• Responded to a March 1 report 
that a driver passed out and their 
vehicle veering off North Pleasant 
Street and crashed into the porch 
of a home. Police said the driver 
sustained minor injuries as a result 
of the accident.

• Were referred three truancy 
cases by Middlebury Union 
Middle School on March 1.

• Responded to a reported 
domestic disturbance in the Jayne 
Court neighborhood on March 2.

• Cited Joseph A. Niemo, 18, 
of Middlebury for driving under 
the influence, following a vehicle 
crash on Case Street at around 
9:45 p.m. on March 2. Police said 
Niemo submitted to an evidentiary 
breath alcohol test that yielded a 
0.165%; the state threshold for 
triggering a DUI is 0.08%.

• Helped a local juvenile on 
March 2 who was feeling unsafe 
due to issues related to a past 
relationship.

• Investigated a burglary at Rice 
Restaurant on Seymour Street on 
March 2. Police said the culprit(s) 
forced their way in through the 
front door and stole around $20. 
This was the second burglary at 
Rice during the past month.

• Closed down what police 
described as a loud party at 112 
Weybridge St. at almost midnight 
on Friday, March 3. Police said it 
was the second complaint of the 
night against the tenant of that 
home.

• Assisted an unsheltered person 
in getting emergency housing for 
the night of March 3.

• Helped a person find a lost 
wallet in the Court Street area on 
March 3.

• Located what police described 
as a “considerable amount of illicit 
drug paraphernalia” in a suspicious 
looking vehicle they had stopped 
on Route 7 South on March 4. 
Police have not announced any 
citations in connection with this 
case.

• Cited Scott D. Lanpher, 35, 
of Leicester for violation of his 
conditions of release, in the Route 
7 South area on March 4.

• Enforced Middlebury’s winter 
overnight parking ban downtown 
on March 4, 5 and 6.

• Turned a drunken Middlebury 
College student over to a sober 
person on March 5 shortly before 

1 a.m.
• Helped a person who was 

experiencing a mental health crisis 
in the Court Street area on March 
5.

• Responded to a noise complaint 
in the Jayne Court area on March 5.

• Received a call about a 
man believed to have been 
contemplating a jump from the 
Cross Street bridge on March 5. 
Police found no one at the bridge 
upon their arrival.

• Asked some snowboarders to 
leave the private property they 
were using off Bakery Lane on 
March 5.

• Responded to a reported family 
argument at a Jackson Lane home 
on March 5.

• Gave a houseless person a ride 
to a local bus stop on March 5.

• Investigated a domestic dispute 
between a parent and their juvenile 
child on March 5.

• Helped an unhoused person 
connect with the Charter House 
Emergency Shelter on March 5.

• Served a court order on an East 
Middlebury resident on March 5.

• Responded to complaints about 
a loud party at 48 Washington St. 
at around 10:50 p.m. on Sunday, 
March 5. Police determined the 
noise was indeed unreasonable 
and in violation of the town’s noise 
ordinance. The tenants agreed to 
end the party, according to police.

REACH THE COUNTY, PLACE YOUR AD HERE. CALL 388-4944

ADDISON  COUNTY

School News Briefs
Olivia Depatie of Brandon 

has been named to the dean’s list 
for the fall 2022 semester at the 
University of Hartford in West 
Hartford, Conn. 

Caitlin Walsh of Vergennes 
was named to Montclair State 
University’s Fall 2022 dean’s list. 
Walsh is a Musical Theatre major. 
To qualify, students must earn a 
GPA of 3.5 or higher.

With GPA’s 4.0, two local 
students were named to the 
president’s list at Vermont 
technical College for the fall 
2022 semester. Brandon resident 
Alexandra Alger is a student in 
the Bachelor of Science Nursing 
program. Ian Devries of Addison 
is a student in the Bachelor 
of Science Professional Pilot 
Technology program.

Emily Rooney and Zeke Palmer, 
both of Vergennes, were named to 
dean’s list at Clark Univeristy in 
Worcester, Mass., for the Fall 2022 
semester. Rooney was named to first 
honors, while Palmer, was named to 
second honors.

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY SELECTBOARD MEETING
ROOM 116 – LARGE CONFERENCE ROOM

TOWN OFFICES – 77 MAIN STREET
TUESDAY, MARCH 14, 2023 - 7:00 P.M.

Also available via Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81032769485
By Phone: +1 646-558-8656 (not toll-free)

Webinar ID: 810 3276 9485

For those wishing to watch but not participate:
Selectboard meetings are livestreamed to MCTV’s YouTube Channel:

https://www.youtube.com/user/MCTVVermont
and also broadcast live on Comcast Channel 1071

AGENDA 
7:00 1. **Call to Order

2. * Board Organization: Elected Members Sworn in by Town Clerk;
Election of Chair and Vice Chair
3. *Approval of Agenda
4. *Approval of Consent Agenda

4.a. Approval of Minutes of the February 27, 2023 Special Selectboard 
Meeting
4.b. Acceptance of Infrastructure Committee Meeting Minutes of
February 9 and March 9, 2023
4.c. Selectboard Subcommittee Meeting Minutes
4.d. Approval of Renewal Applications for 1st, 2nd & 3rd Class Liquor
Licenses, Outside Consumption Permits and Entertainment Permits
(if Any)
4.e. Consent Agenda Placeholder
4.f. Town Manager’s Report

- Emergency Management Director’s Response to State Hazard
Mitigation Plan Survey

5. **Citizen Comments [Opportunity to raise or address issues not
otherwise included on this agenda]
6. *Board Organization: Set Regular Meeting Date; Adopt Expenditure
Review Roster; Review & Sign Operating Principles; Set Newspaper of
Record; Appoint Middlebury Delegate and Alternate to Addison County
Solid Waste Management District Board of Supervisors; Appoint Green
Up Day Coordinator

7:15 7. * Agenda Place Holder 
7:20 8. **Middlebury Diversity Report/Racial Equity Survey Results – Next 

Steps/Discussion – Consultants Lisa Ryan & Tabitha Moore
7:40 9. *Emmalee Cherington, Director of Public Works Planning with updates 

& recommendations from the March 9, 2023 Infrastructure Committee 
Meeting

9.a.   Discussion of Stonecrop Meadows- Summit Properties Proposal 
9.b.   Gorham Lane Engineering Agreement
9.c.   Vermont Agency of Transportation’s Transportation Alternatives 
Program (TAP) Grant- Stormwater Feasibility Study
9.d.   Approval of Contracts for DPW and Police Station Building 
Upgrades
9.e.   Approval of an Amendment to the Engineering Agreement for 
South Street-
9.f.    Lead Service Line Inventory/ Asset Management Plan

8:00 10. *Amendment of Memorandum of Understanding with Turning Point 
Center of Addison County for Second Allocation of National Opioid 
Settlement Funds

8:10 11. **Report on Town – College Meeting of March 10, 2023
8:20 12. **Discuss Agenda for Selectboard Retreat on March 28, 2023
8:30 13. **Agenda Place Holder

14. *Approval of Check Warrants
15. **Board Member Concerns
16. *Executive Session – Anticipated  -- Contracts & Real Estate
17. **Action on Matters Discussed in Executive Session

8:45 18. *Adjourn

* Decision Item      ** Possible Decision
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hat do you get when you 
put two middle-aged 
Orwellians in a closet with 
a microphone?

Why, a podcast of course!

No foolin’, that’s exactly 
how The Orwell 
Bugler got started. 

Joe Andriano and his 
wife Sarah moved into what folks around here 
know as “the cupcake house” in Orwell in the 
fall of 2020 — just down the road from Buxton’s 
Store. Andy Buxton who was born and raised in 
his family’s store, and now owns the business 
with his wife Mary, hit it off with Andriano. 

“We were sitting on the front porch late one 
night and started talking about making a 
podcast,” Buxton remembered during an 
interview in February. “Joe probably brought it 
up like six or seven times, and then I was like, 

‘Yeah, we should start a podcast.’”

Two microphones, some recording equipment 
and a “recording studio” — ahem, Andriano’s 
closet, complete with dirty laundry in the 
corner — and the duo launched The Orwell 
Bugler, where they talk about “rumors not 
news from Orwell, Vermont.”

The podcast launched its first episode in 
the spring of 2022 and just released its 14th 
show a couple weeks ago. The inspiration 
to start the podcast came out of their 

shared love for Orwell, Andriano and Buxton 
explained: “Sometimes we feel like we are the 
armpit — or is it the appendix? — of Addison 
County… Orwell news isn’t covered much 
by the Addison Independent or the Rutland 
Herald, and we saw a need to share some 
Orwellian news. We’d like to rise to the top 
and become more of the caviar of the dish — 
#movetoorwell!”

The duo banter, back and forth, stepping on 
each other’s sentences with friendly ease. 
Their laid-back chatter takes listeners through 
interviews with Orwell community members, 
the highs and lows of local and national sports 
teams and human interest stories; oh, and let’s 
not forget about the weather. 

“We are The Orwell Buglers,” they cried 
together, adding a little toot-to-toot to mimic 
a bugle call. “We’re the ones on top of the 
hill screaming (or maybe spewing?) our 
information onto the world.”

Podcasters trumpet the splendors of Orwell

W
SEE BUGLER ON PAGE 2

ELSIE
 LYNN PARINI

BY

Joe Andriano, left, and Andy Buxton plug in to record another episode of The Orwell Bugler — a podcast the duo started last spring covering the goings-on in Orwell.  
 INDEPENDENT PHOTO / STEVE JAMES

“WE ARE THE ORWELL 
BUGLERS... THE ONES ON TOP 
OF THE HILL SCREAMING OUR 
INFORMATION ONTO THE 
WORLD.”  
 — Joe Andriano and Andy Buxton
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Buxton admits 
to zero radio 
experience 
before 
launching into 
this podcasting 
project, 
but he sure 

knows Orwell, the small-town lifestyle and the 
importance of customer service.

“I’m pretty sure I started my hospitality career in 
the womb 43 years ago,” joked Buxton. “We are in 
the business of helping people. That was instilled 
in me since a very young age… And you learn 
patience through customer service.”

When Buxton was a little older he started 
working on his cousin’s farm milking and doing 
farm chores. Then he found his way into the 
restaurant business; first at Angela’s when he 
was 19 years old.

Buxton worked 17 years in restaurant 
management, as a chef, entertainment booking 
and bar-keeping. He met his wife Mary while 
working at Fire & Ice and spent the last six years 
working at Two Brothers Tavern. 

“It was certainly the school of hard-knocks that 
I went through,” he said. “But I built up some 
thick skin.” 

Buxton and his wife finally took over the store 
with their two young girls in 2017. Their goal is to 
make the store a destination spot — a Norman 
Rockwell-esque general store with an awesome 
deli, take out options, fresh fish, craft beer, wine 
and cider, and excellent company. 

“We want to show people that these old school 
general stores still thrive in these communities… 
I love listening to people,” Buxton said. “I learn 
from everybody who walks in the store.”

And that community knowledge is Buxton’s 
strength as an Orwell Bugler. In one episode, the 
duo drive around the town and Buxton narrates 
an impressive oral history of Orwell landmarks 
and family histories — sprinkled in with a few 
mischievous anecdotes and a surprisingly 
successful squirrel hunt!

Andriano came to this podcast endeavor with a 
bit more academic and media experience. 

“I consider myself to be a lawyer and an 
educator,” he said. “I have a solo practice in 
Orwell out of my home… As an educator, I spent 
a great deal of my career in teaching higher ed, 
including at Middlebury College.”

Andriano is also a recently elected Vermont 
State Representative and is on more committees 
and community boards that you can shake 
a stick at. In his spare time… he edits all the 
podcasts and spices up the episodes with his 
own comedic musical talents.

“I first came to Vermont in 2001, as an intern with 
the Vermont Democratic Party and fell in love 
with Vermont,” Andriano explained. “So Vermont 
Law School seemed like a good fit for me.” 

He then discovered his passion for education 
and taught in middle and high schools before 
joining the Peace Corps. He met his wife Sarah (a 
Middlebury College grad) and a job opportunity 
for her took the couple all the way out to Los 
Angeles, Calif. That was late 2019…

“COVID,” Andriano sighed. “So after three 
months working from home and 3,000 miles 
away from family, we made the decision to 
come back to Vermont.”

The first house they looked at in the summer of 
2020 was in Orwell — they fell in love with the 
house and the town. 

“We looked at 15 other houses that day,” 
Andriano remembered. “But we felt drawn to the 
town and the house — that gut feeling we both 
had was right. We love Orwell.”

“Not everybody who comes into this town are 
as active as Joe and Sarah,” Buxton added. 
“These are certainly the type of people we want 
to have move here. Hats off to Joe and Sarah, 
and to everybody else who contributes to our 
community.”

“Getting to know Andy has been such a pleasure, 
and his family as well,” Andriano said, returning 
the compliments. “Everyone in town is so 
welcoming… I can’t imagine living anywhere else 

(I say while living in Montpelier). It’s an amazing 
community. That’s really what this project is all 
about. We love where we live.”

The trick is how do you share that love? How do 
you engage listeners? 

“I don’t have any kind of an education of how to 
do communications and media,” Buxton said. 
“But I can listen, and say, ‘OK, Joe, you say ‘like’ 
about 300 times in every episode…”

The pair went back and forth critiquing each 
other and their early episodes, learning how to 
speak and enunciate; and ever-more importantly 
how to hold the attention of listeners.

“We learned quickly to get to the point,” Buxton 
laughed. “Say what you need to say and move on.”

With the help of Andriano’s analytics skills, 
they also learned what types of conversations 
listeners like and what is a bore.

“Our analytics told us people weren’t listening 
to 20 minute conversations about a committee,” 
Andriano explained. “How do you tell the story of 
your community? How do you let people know 
what’s going on? But also make that interesting, 
fun and engaging?”

Those are good questions. 

“We specifically say ‘rumors’ because really we’re 
just two jerks with a podcast,” Andriano laughed. 

Sure “rumors” gives these two more creative 
license, but don’t be fooled. This podcast is an 
excellent window into the heart of Orwellian life 
— and it’s as charming as it sounds.

“We have vowed to continue this podcast,” 
Buxton added emphatically. “It can be hard to 
find the time, but we’re really enjoying doing it.”

Editor’s Note: The Orwell Bugler can be found 
on Spotify and Apple Music as well as streamed 
directly from the website theorwellbugler.com.

IncaLL
Have some news to sHare 
witH tHe orwell Bugler?
Call 802-468-7236 and 
leave a voiCemail or email 
orwellBugler@gmail.Com.

Andy Buxton, left, and Joe Andriano are the creators and voices behind the podcast The Orwell Bugler, covering 
“rumors not news in Orwell, Vermont.” INDEPENDENT PHOTOS / STEVE JAMES
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fter battling food, weight, and self-esteem 
issues for years, Trish Dougherty, a poet, 
mother, and graduate student at the Bread 
Loaf School of English in Middlebury, 
decided to employ her strengths of self-
perception, humor, and the written word 
to wrestle her demons to the ground. Her 
collection of poetry, “Forty Poems for Forty 
Pounds,” will debut as a theatrical event 

at Town Hall Theater on Sunday, March 12, at 7 p.m. 
Directed by Project Y Theatre’s Michole Biancosino, 
this dynamic work will feature 40 members of the 
Middlebury community from all walks of life. 

“Most people in our community know Trish Dougherty, 
but maybe they don’t know that she’s a published 
poet,” Biancosino said. “Dougherty is an MA graduate 
of the Bread Loaf School of English, who has 
worked at Middlebury College in several different 
departments. She’s been a board member at Otter 
Creek Child Center for decades — even though her 
own children are on their way to finishing college. 
She’s also a member of Addison County Writers group 
and an editor of ZigZag Lit Mag.

“This event will showcase Dougherty’s incredible new 
book of poetry, featuring works that are about the ups 
and downs of trying to lose weight without losing your 
mind,” Biancosino added. 

This co-production between Project Y Theatre and 
Town Hall Theater will have a cash bar, interactive pre-
show games and giveaways, and a book signing. Each 
member of the audience will also receive a cannoli 
— don’t worry, it will make sense once you hear the 
poems, Biancosino assured.

For tickets, adult/$20 and student/$15, and to learn 
more about “Forty Poems for Forty Pounds,” visit 
townhalltheater.org or call the box office at 802-382-9222.

Theatrical event digests weight loss struggles

A

Dover String Quartet
Haochen Zhang, Piano
March 10 • 7:30 PM
Mahaney Arts Center, Robinson Hall; or stream from home
$25/20/10/5 Live  |   $15/5 Virtual

802-443-MIDD (6433) • go.micclebury.edu/pas

MIDDLEBURY PERFORMING ARTS SERIES

TRISH DOUGHERTYMICHOLE BIANCOSINO

“THIS EVENT WILL 
SHOWCASE... THE 
UPS AND DOWNS 
OF TRYING TO LOSE 
WEIGHT WITHOUT 
LOSING YOUR MIND.” 
 — Michole Biancosino
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iddlebury College Axinn Center 
for the Humanities will present 
“The Weight of History” a poetry 
reading and talk by Tracy K. 
Smith on March 15, at 4:30 p.m., 
in Wilson Hall of McCullough 
Student Center. 

Smith is a Pulitzer Prize-winning 
poet and U.S. Poet Laureate (2017-2019). Her 
Pulitzer Prize-winning poetry collection “Life 
on Mars” (2012) was also voted a New York 
Times Notable Book, and the New Yorker, 

Library Journal, and Publisher’s Weekly Best 
Book of the Year. She has won numerous 
awards and recognition for her other work, 
including the James Laughlin Award from the 
Academy of American Poets for her second 
book, entitled “Duende,” and the Anisfield-Wolf 
Book Award, for her fourth book’s examination 
of the contradictions tied up in America’s 
history. Smith is currently the Susan S. and 
Kenneth L. Wallach Professor at Harvard 
Radcliffe Institute and a professor of English 
and of African American Studies in the Harvard 
Faculty of Arts and Sciences.

Pulitzer Prize-winning poet gives talk in Middlebury

M
Hannah Sessions presents new work on ‘transitions’

Hannah Session’s solo exhibit once again 
ushers Northern Daughters Fine Art Gallery in 
Vergennes into springtime in Vermont. This body 
of work, “Collective Vision: Beauty in Transitions,” 
reminds us to drink in the wonder of the world in 
transition. The exhibit will open March 15 and be 
on view through April 30. An opening reception 
will be held on Friday, March 24, from 5-7 p.m., 
with an artist interview and Q&A at 5:30 p.m., live 
music from Lowell Thompson, and wine and 
Blue Ledge Farm Cheese for all.

Sessions’ painting, “Golden Valley Ahead” 
depicts the fleeting warm dusk light cast on 
the green mountains around us this time of 
year. If you are familiar with the long winter 
months here you know the importance of 
taking in that momentary vision before it 
cools and then fades to dark with twilight. 
With “Going Places, Mose Farm,” Sessions has 
captured the lumbering exuberance of cows 
returning to the barn, with the softness of a 
lush pasture around them.

“I have been thinking a lot about transitions 
recently and about community, and how in 

times of transition we lean on one another,” 
Sessions remarked in an artist’s statement. 
“Whether a personal transition, or a shared 
public one like geese migrating or the late day 
light as it extends dramatic shadows across 
the landscape, we experience these changes 
as a collective, all witness to changes. The 
nature of transitions is that they are fleeting 
and if you aren’t there to observe in the 
instant, the moment is gone. For this show I 
leaned on others to sometimes capture the 
images that I would later paint. Hence the 
notion of ‘collective visions.’ In every case the 
individual said ‘yes’ to my inquiry to paint, and 
I am grateful. I find it beautiful to paint the 
things that I see and stop and record (which 
is many, many things), but also the things 
that others see and stop and record. These 
people might not call themselves artists, but 
I would argue what is it to be an artist if not to 
stop and swoon at lovely moments and then 
take the time to record and share? Again, as a 
community we bear witness to transitions and 
we share our experience as a collective.”

Northern Daughters and Sessions will be 

donating 10% of proceeds from the show to 
NOFA (Northeast Organic Farmers Association) 
to support both emergency funds for organic 
farmers as well as grants that fund innovative 
ideas on farms across Vermont.

“We all love the open spaces, the food, and 
the jobs that farms provide us,” Sessions 
said. “These micro grants support farmers in 
their efforts to diversify and strengthen their 
businesses — embracing transitions!”

“Collective Vision: Beauty in Transitions” is on 
view at the gallery’s 221 Main St. location in 
Vergennes, Vermont from March 15th through 
April 30th with an Opening Reception on 
March 24th from 5-7pm. 

Northern Daughters, located at 221 Main St. 
location in Vergennes, is open by appointment. 
For more information visit northerndaughters.
com. Contact info@northerndaughters.com or 
802-877-2173 to schedule a visit.

ART O N  E X H I B I T

TRACY K. SMITH

“White Barn Near Barnard” by Hannah Sessions,  
18x36, oil on canvas.

“Golden Valley Ahead” by Hannah Sessions,  
18x36, oil on canvas.

“Going Places, MoSe Farm” by Hannah Sessions,  
12x16, oil on panel.
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SEE EXHIBITS ON PAGE 13

ARIES: March 21/April 20. So many things 
are moving your way, Aries. As the week 
progresses, your energy level could rise and 
you will get much more 
done. Leave time for 
meaningful encounters.

TAURUS: April 21/May 
21. Taurus, connect with 
nature this week. Go 
hiking at a national park 
or visit a zoo and take 
in the exotic animals. 
Fresh outdoor air is just 
what you need.

GEMINI: May 22/June 
21. Gemini, this week 
marks a new cycle 
for you. This means 
you should focus your 
energy on your ideas 
and try to narrow down 
prospects as much as 
possible.

CANCER: June 22/
July 22. You may need 
a little inspiration to 
get moving this week, 
Cancer. While it’s 
alright to take it easy on 
Monday or Tuesday, by 
Wednesday you need 
to shake away what’s 
holding you back.

LEO: July 23/Aug. 23. 
Your brain is filled with 
many thoughts, Leo. 
With so much buzzing 
around in your head, it 
may be challenging to 
focus. Consult with a 
friend to help you out.

VIRGO: Aug. 24/Sept. 
22. Virgo, enjoy the calm while you can because 
later in the week the pace may become frenzied. 
Emotions may run high as everyone is rushing 
around.

LIBRA: Sept. 23/Oct. 23. People are drawn to 
you more so than usual, Libra. All this newfound 
attention may feel a little overwhelming. Find some 

quiet time to ground 
yourself and refocus.

SCORPIO: Oct. 24/
Nov. 22. Scorpio, you 
have many ideas for 
the future, but you 
need to get moving. Is 
something or someone 
holding you back? Have 
an honest conversation 
about what you need.

SAGITTARIUS: Nov. 
23/Dec. 21. Exercise 
caution when you speak 
about other people at 
work, Sagittarius. Not 
everyone will share your 
views and you need to 
work peacefully with 
others.

CAPRICORN: Dec. 
22/Jan. 20. You may 
want to remain in 
an easygoing state, 
Capricorn, but others 
are not letting you just 
hang around. You need 
to get some things 
accomplished this 
week.

AQUARIUS: Jan. 21/
Feb. 18. You may be 
feeling like you are 
moving a little slow, 
Aquarius. But if you 
write down all you 
have gotten done, then 
you’re likely to discover 
you’ve been quite busy.

PISCES: Feb. 19/March 20. Be on the lookout 
for a catalyst that can put you on the path for 
big changes, Pisces. You can use some fresh 
inspiration.

OPEN: M-F 10-5 and Saturday 9:30-4

260 Court Street, Middlebury, Vt. 05753
802-388-3559   www.middleburysewnvac.com

Offer valid March 1-31, 2023

FREEFREE
quiltingquilting
AccesssoryAccesssory

BundleBundle
with purchasewith purchase

Friendly Service! Convenient Location!
Located in The Little Red School House 

on Route 7 South, Middlebury
Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30, Sat. 10-2 

MiddleburyFloralAndGifts.com

388-2800

BRISTOL • VT

 

453-7799

Tues-Thurs 11am-5pm
Fri 11-7pm, Sat 10am-5pm
Sun 12-4pm • Closed Mon

Knitting Trivia!
Modern knitting needles are commonly 
made of wood, bamboo and metal. In early 
forms of knitting, what materials were used 
to make knitting needles?  Come in and tell 
us the correct answer and receive 10% off 
your entire purchase!

hermitthrushfiberco.com

MARCH 9— Oscar Isaac, actor (44)
MARCH 10— Jon Hamm, actor (52)
MARCH 11— Douglas Adams, novelist (d)
MARCH 12— Vaslav Nijinsky, Ballet dancer, 

choreographer (d) 
MARCH 13— Mikaela Shiffrin, alpine skier, 
Olympic gold medalist (28)
MARCH 14— Simone Biles, gymnast, Olympic 
gold medalist (26)
MARCH 15 — Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Supreme 
Court Justice (d)

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

ART
O N  E X H I B I T

EDGEWATER AT THE FALLS
1 Mill Street, Middlebury
Visit edgewatergallery.com, call 802-458-0098 or email 
info@edgewatergallery-vt.com for more info.

“Just Minding My Business Picking Your Flowers” 
features a collection of abstract mixed media 
paintings by new Edgewater artist Mel Rea. Mel 
Rea describes her paintings as assemblies of line 
and shape intersecting in multiple sheer layers. 
Any reference to landscape or botanical form is 
deconstructed in the studio as she explores form, 
varied application of paint, texture, line and color 
relationships. Her palette is bright and bold. The 
elements of her composition shift gracefully, 
punctuated by line, color and unexpected brushwork 
that add a playfulness and warmth to each piece. On 
view through April 18.

EDGEWATER GALLERY ON THE GREEN 
6 Merchants Row, Middlebury
Visit edgewatergallery.com, call the gallery at 802-989-
7419 or email info@edgewatergallery-vt.com.

“The Way I See It” a solo exhibition of paintings 
by Lynn Johnson. Johnson is a still life painter 
who describes her large scale works on canvas 
and paper as a dialogue between abstraction and 
representation. She finds inspiration in industrialized 
forms juxtaposed against those that are organic, 
asymmetrical, and perfectly imperfect.  It’s all about 
movement, gesture and being messy, spontaneous 
and impulsive. On view through March 22.

JACKSON GALLERY
68 S Pleasant Street, Middlebury
Visit townhalltheater.org/jackson-gallery or call 802-382-
9222 for more info.

“The Art of Mycology: Mushroom Photographs” by 
Meg Madden, an exhibit of selected photographs 
of fungi Madden has captured in the woods around 
Addison County. A slideshow and talk will follow on 
Tuesday, March 14, 6 p.m. The exhibit will be on view 
through March 19.

MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE  MUSEUM OF ART
72 Porter Field Rd, Middlebury
For more info visit middlebury.edu/museum/exhibitions.

“Urban Cadence: Street Scenes from Lagos 
and Johannesburg” features work by Akinbode 
Akinbiyi, Akintunde Akinleye, Kelechi Amadi-Obi, 
Jude Anogwih, Jodi Bieber, Donna Kukama, Sabelo 
Mlangeni, Uche Okpa-Iroha, and Jo Ractliffe. This 
exhibit tells the multifaceted stories of two urban 
environments — Lagos, Nigeria and Johannesburg, 
South Africa — experienced through the artistic 
expressions of photography and video. On view 
through April 23. 
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MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY TELEVISION:

P.O. Box 785, Middlebury, Vt. 05753MCTV SCHEDULE Channels 1071 & 1091
Please see the MCTV website, www.middleburycommunitytv.org, for changes 
in the schedule; MCTV events, classes and news; and to view many programs 

online. Submit listings to the above address, or call 388-3062.

MCTV Channel 1071
Friday, March 10
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight
6 a.m. Legislative Breakfast
7:30 a.m. Congregational Church
10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Church
5:30 p.m.  Energy Week
6:30 p.m. State House
Saturday, March 11
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight 
8 a.m. Dr. Campbell
9 a.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
10 a.m. Town Meeting, Public Affairs
4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Service
5:30 p.m. Eckankar
6 p.m. Energy Week
7 p.m. Catholic Mass
7:30 p.m. Legislative Breakfast
Sunday, March 12
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight 
7 a.m. State House - Cannabis 

Regulation
8 a.m. Dr. Campbell
9 a.m. Catholic Mass
10 a.m. Energy Week
11 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service

4 p.m. Congregational Service
5:30 p.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
6:30 p.m. Eckankar
7 p.m. Catholic Mass
7:30 p.m. Town Meeting, State House
Monday, March 13
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight
4;20 a.m. State House
7 a.m. Addiction Recovery Channel
8 a.m. Dr. John Campbell
9 a.m. Energy Week
10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
6 p.m. Addiction Recovery Channel
7 p.m. Town Meeting
Tuesday, March 14
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight
5 a.m. Energy Week
6 a.m. Dr. John Campbell
9:30 a.m. Eckankar
10 a.m. Town Meeting
4 p.m. Congregational Service
5:30 p.m. Energy Week
7 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs 
Wednesday, March 15
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight
5:30 a.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
6:30 a.m. Energy Week

7:30 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
9:30 a.m. Catholic Mass
10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
5 p.m. Dr. John Campbell
6 p.m. Energy Week
7 p.m. Selectboard/Town Meeting
Thursday, March 16
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight
8 a.m. Congregational Service
11 a.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
12 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
7 p.m. Dr. John Campbell
8 p.m. Energy Week
9 p.m. Eckankar
10 p.m. Legislative Breakfast

MCTV Channel 1091 
Friday, March 10
12 a.m. State Board of Education
4 a.m. State House meetings 

Pertaining to Education
7:45 a.m Current Topics in Science
1:10 p.m. Pot Luck Kitchen - Apple 

Cranberry Pie
2 p.m. School Board Meetings
7 p.m. Author Talks and Interviews 

Saturday, March 11
4 a.m. Yoga
5 a.m. Music in the Morning
6 a.m. Pot Luck Kitchen 
6:50 a.m. GMALL Lecture: A Violin’s Life
9 a.m. HCC Annual Meeting
12 p.m. Pot Luck Kitchen 
4 p.m. The World Fusion Show
4:30 p.m. Yoga for Kids
5 p.m. All Things LGTQ
6 p.m. Vermont Master Naturalist
7 p.m. HCC Annual Meeting
Sunday, March 12
5 a.m. Music in the Morning
7 a.m. Vermont Master Naturalist
12 p.m. School Board Meetings
3 p.m. Vermont Master Naturalist 
4 p.m. All Things LGBTQ 
5 p.m. Author Talks and Interviews
7 p.m. ACSD Annual Meeting
Monday, March 13
5 a.m. Yoga
6 a.m. School Board Meetings
12 p.m. At the Ilsley
3:10 p.m. Pot Luck Kitchen
4 p.m. Vermont Master Naturalist
6 p.m. ACSD Annual Meeting

8:30 p.m. Author Talks and Interviews
Tuesday, March 14
6:10 a.m. Pot Luck Kitchen
7 a.m. HCC Annual Meeting
1 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
2 p.m. HCC Annual Meeting
6:30 p.m. John McCright - At the Ilsley
8 p.m. Alzheimer’s Canyon
9 p.m. Vermont Master Naturalist
10 p.m. Author Talks and Interviews 
Wednesday, March 15
5 a.m. John McCright - At the Ilsley
6:30 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
7:30 a.m. Author Talks and Interviews
10 a.m. Current Topics in Science
4:30 p.m. Alzheimer’s Canyon
5:30 p.m. State House meetings 

Pertaining to Education 
Thursday, March 16
5 a.m. Yoga
6 a.m.  Author Talks and Interviews 
3 p.m. John McCright - At the Ilsley
4:30 p.m. Yoga for Kids
5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
6 p.m. State Board of Education
9:30 p.m. At the Ilsley

FRIDAY, MARCH 10
PAINT, MOVIE AND PIZZA NIGHT IN LINCOLN. Friday, 
March 10 4:30-6 p.m., United Church of Lincoln, 23 
Quaker St. 

ELTON JOHN & QUEEN WITH CLINT BIERMAN 
AND JOSH PANDA IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, March 
10, 7 p.m., Town Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. Join 
Clint Bierman and an all-star band for a celebration 
of music. This performance will be featuring the 
music of Queen and Elton John. This “All-Star Band” 
features some of Vermont’s best musicians including 
Middlebury’s own Clint Bierman. He will be joined 
by Josh Panda (NBC’s American Song Contest), The 
Grift’s Peter Day & Jeff Vallone, Steve Hadeka, Tyler 
Mast and more. Tickets $25 in advance/$30 at the 
door available at townhalltheater.org.

DOVER STRING QUARTET WITH HAOCHEN ZHANG, 
PIANO IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, March 10, 7:30 p.m., 
Robison Hall, Mahaney Arts Center, 72 Porter Field Rd. 
The celebrated Dover String Quartet joins forces with 
award-winning Chinese pianist Haochen Zhang to play 
a newly commissioned work: the Vermont premiere of 
Marc Neikrug’s Piano Quintet No. 2, “In Six Parts.” The 
work is paired with Brahms’ Piano Quintet in F minor, 
Op. 34. Tickets $25/20/10/5; streaming tickets $15/5, 
available at middlebury.universitytickets.com.

SATURDAY, MARCH 11
MONTHLY WILDLIFE WALK IN MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, 
March 11, 8-10 a.m., meet at Otter View Park parking 
area, Weybridge St. and Pulp Mill Bridge Rd. Otter 
Creek Audubon and the Middlebury Area Land Trust 
invite community members to help survey birds 
and other wildlife at Otter View Park and the Hurd 
Grassland. Beginning birders are welcome. Come for all 
or part of the walk. For information, including the latest 
Covid constraints, call 802-388-6019 or 802-388-1007.

“ABLEISM IN THE ARTS” LECTURE IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Saturday, March 11, 11 a.m., Ilsley Public Library, 75 
Main St. Artist and advocate Keilani Lime will present 
a brief lecture with an aim to engage her community 
on ableism in the world of art, as well as share her 
process as an abstract artist with disability who 
creates large format works on canvas. Lecture to be 
followed by Open questions and light refreshments to 
follow in the lobby, where there will be an exhibition 
of her recent works. One hundred percent of sales will 
cover the cost of previous brain surgery, recent spinal 
cord surgery, and upcoming hip replacement revision.

“ARTISTS IN THE ARCHIVES: EUROPEAN 
COLLAGISTS’ PERSPECTIVES ON AMERICAN 
ARCHIVES” VIRTUAL WEBINAR. Saturday, March 
11, 2 p.m., Zoom. p.m. Hear from an international 
network of collage artists on how they engaged with 
historic material in the Sheldon archives to create 
a folio of collage prints that reflect on the idea of 
community in a 21st century world. Free. Register at 
henrysheldonmuseum.org/events. 

KEVIN KARECKAS IN BRANDON. Saturday, March 11, 
3-5 p.m., Red Clover Ale, 43 Center St. Join Vergennes 
based multi-instrumentalist Kevin Kareckas for an 
afternoon of music, food and drink. This show features 
a hybrid set of familiar favorites, vocal originals, and 
instrumental music. Free to attend; cash and credit 
cards accepted for food and drink.

SUNDAY, MARCH 12
“FORTY POEMS FOR FORTY POUNDS” ON STAGE 
IN MIDDLEBURY. Sunday, March 12, 7 p.m., Town 
Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. For anyone who has 
struggled with self-worth through their relationship 
with food, “Forty Poems for Forty Pounds” is the work 
of Trish Dougherty, a poet, mother and graduate 
student at the Bread Loaf School of English who, after 
battling food, weight and self-esteem issues for years, 

decided to employ her strengths of self-perception, 
humor and the written word to wrestle her demons to 
the ground. Tickets general admission $20 adults/$15 
students, available at townhalltheater.org.

TUESDAY, MARCH 14
ROKEBY VIRTUAL WINTER BOOK DISCUSSION 
GROUP. Tuesday, March 14, 6 p.m., Zoom. The next 
book in Rokeby’s winter reading series is “All That She 
Carried: The Journey of Ashley’s Sack, a Black Family 
Keepsake,” by Tiya Miles. Join the discussion. Free. 
Registration and Zoom link at rokeby.org/2023-winter-
book-discussion-group-registration.

THE ART OF MYCOLOGY SLIDESHOW AND TALK IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Tuesday, March 14, 6 p.m., Jackson 
Gallery, Town Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. Artist 
Meg Madden will present a slideshow and talk in 
conjunction with her Jackson Gallery exhibit and the 
release of her new book, “This is a Book for People 
Who Love Mushrooms.” 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15
“THE WEIGHT OF HISTORY” A POETRY READING AND 
TALK BY TRACY K. SMITH IN MIDDLEBURY. Wednesday, 
March 15, 4:30 p.m., Wilson Auditorium. McCullough 
Student Center, Old Chapel Rd. Pulitzer Prize-winning 
poet and 2017-19 U.S. Poet Laureate Tracy K. Smith has 
won numerous awards and recognition for her work. 
She is currently the Susan S. and Kenneth L. Wallach 
Professor at Harvard Radcliffe Institute and a professor of 
English and of African American Studies in the Harvard 
Faculty of Arts and Sciences.

PAINT NIGHT – SPRING BICYCLE IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Wednesday, March 15, 6 p.m., Ilsley Public Library, 75 
Main St. Join Renee as she guides you through step-
by-step video instructions to create a masterpiece in 
minutes. Appropriate for ages 16 and up. Younger? 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Bring your favorite grownup. Space is limited, register 
at ilsleypubliclibrary.org. All supplies provided. Just 
show up and have fun. Note: this is not a painting 
instruction class. It is a low stress, have fun with paint 
opportunity.

THURSDAY, MARCH 16
APPALACHIAN TRAIL HIKE STORY IN FERRISBURGH. 

Thursday, March 16, 7-9:30 p.m., Ferrisburgh Town 
Hall, Route 7. Join Appalachian Trail thru-hiker and 
North Ferrisburgh resident Randy Gates as he 
recounts and compares his successful completions of 
the 2,194-mile trail in 1989 and 2022. Gates will present 
slides from his 1989 hike and pictures from his 2022 
hike while discussing all the changes the trail has seen 
in the past 33 years. 

SAPPHIRE STAR IN CORNWALL. Thursday, March. 
16, 7 p.m., Cornwall Congregational Church, Route 
30. This month’s Cornwall Community Coffee House 
features the talented duo of Kendra Gratton and Lisa 
Powell, who will provide a family-friendly evening of 
familiar singalong songs. Accompanying themselves 
on various acoustic instruments, they will bring to life 
many of your favorite tunes and a few you may have 
forgotten. There’s no entry fee, but cash donations for 
the performers are graciously accepted. Refreshments 
provided by the Friends of Cornwall School. 

“MADAGASCAR” ON STAGE IN MIDDLEBURY. 

Thursday, March 16, 7 p.m., Auditorium, Middlebury 
Union High School, 73 Charles Ave. Come see MUHS 
seniors give it their all in the annual senior play. Tickets 
$12 adults/$10 students and seniors, available at 
showtix4u.com/events/22970.

“NEWSIES” IN VERGENNES. Thursday, March 16, 7:30 
p.m., Vergennes Union High School, Monkton Rd. 
Come see the VUHS thespians in this 1992 American 
historical musical comedy-drama Loosely based on 
the New York City Newsboys’ Strike of 1899. Tickets 
$12 adults, $10 seniors and students, available at 
showtix4u.com and at the door.

FRIDAY, MARCH 17
THE DOUGHBOYS IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, March 
17, 7:30 p.m., Town Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. 
The Doughboys will play their signature mix of highly 
danceable soul and rock music from the 1950s to 
today. The band features Deb Tier and Kahari Blue on 
vocals, Ken French on guitar, Cobey Gatos on keys, 
Will Nash on bass, Carlos Velez on percussion, Rob 

DeBruyn and Katie Runde on sax, Glendon Ingalls 
on trumpet, Bear Irwin on trombone, and Daniel 
Scharstein on drums. Tickets $27 adult/$17 student, 
available at townhalltheater.org.

“MADAGASCAR” ON STAGE IN MIDDLEBURY. 

Thursday, March 16, 7 p.m., Auditorium, Middlebury 
Union High School, 73 Charles Ave.  See March 16 
listing.

“NEWSIES” IN VERGENNES. Friday, March 17, 7:30 
p.m., Vergennes Union High School, Monkton Rd. See 
March 16 listing.

SATURDAY, MARCH 18
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN WEYBRIDGE. 

Saturday, March 18, Snake Mountain. Hike the 
East Trail up to the Summit Trail. A 5-mile loop on 
moderate terrain. Elevation gain is about 1,000 feet. 
Easy to moderate pace, stopping for water breaks 
and the views from the summit. Proper, broken in, 
and waterproof/insulated hiking boots are required 
for this hike. Microspikes or some form of traction 
are required, snowshoes may be necessary to bring 
depending on conditions. Unsafe weather conditions 
will cancel or postpone the hike. Contact Ruth 
Penfield, ruthpenfield@gmail.com or Jonathan DiRodi, 
jsdirodi@gmail.com for details and to register. More at 
gmcbreadloaf.org.

FLOWER-PRESSING WORKSHOP IN ORWELL. 

Saturday, March 18, 10 a.m., Orwell Free Library 473 
Main St. Join local artist Beth Murphy for a morning 
of creating with pressed flowers. Beth will provide 
all materials to create a card and bookmark from 
her collection of pressed flowers, leaves and all 
things botanical. Registration required. More info at 

orwellfreelibrary.org or 802-948-2041. 

LOHENGRIN LIVE IN HD IN MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, 
March 18, noon, Town Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. 
Come see the Met’s production of Wagner’s soaring 
masterpiece. Tickets adult $24/student $10 plus 
applicable fees, available at townhalltheater.org.

“MADAGASCAR” ON STAGE IN MIDDLEBURY. 

Saturday, March 18, noon ad 2 p.m., Auditorium, 
Middlebury Union High School, 73 Charles Ave. See 
March 16 listing.

“NEWSIES” IN VERGENNES. Saturday, March 18, 3 
p.m., Vergennes Union High School, Monkton Rd. See 
March 16 listing.

KING PEDE CARD PARTY IN FERRISBURGH. Saturday, 
March 18, 6:30 p.m., Ferrisburgh Town Hall and 
Community Center, Route 7. A sandwich supper and 
then on to techniques such as in Hearts and Spades or 
Pitch. This is a game of fun and skill so come prepared 
to use your strategic thinking.

“STEALING FROM WORK” ON STAGE IN VERGENNES. 

Saturday, March 18, 7:30 p.m., Vergennes Opera 
House, 120 Main St. Come see this hilarious comedy 
show, refreshed and updated for our times, featuring 
Vergennes’ own Jory Raphael. A perfect night (and 
time) to “find the funny” in our everyday lives. Tickets 
$15 general seating. Doors and cash bar open at 6:30 
p.m. More info at vergennesoperahouse.org.

SUNDAY, MARCH 19
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN LEICESTER. Sunday 
March 19, Chandler Ridge. Moderate hike on the 
Chandler Ridge trail from the Minnie Baker trailhead. 
Approximately 6 miles and 750 feet of elevation gain. 
Contact Ken Corey, kencorey53@gmail.com or (802) 
349-3733, to get additional details and register. More at 
gmcbreadloaf.org.

NATIONAL THEATER LIVE “THE CRUCIBLE” IN 

MIDDLEBURY. Sunday, March 19, 2 p.m., Town Hall 
Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. Come see the film of this 
live performance at London’s National Theater. It is a 
thunderous new imagining of Arthur Miller’s parable of 
power and its abuse. A witch hunt is beginning. Raised 
to be seen but not heard, a group of young women 
in Salem suddenly find their words have an almighty 
power. As a climate of fear, vendetta, and accusation 
spreads through the community, no one is safe from 

trail. Tickets $15, available at townhalltheater.org.

C O N T A C T  U S 

T O D A Y 
TO FIND OUT HOW  

WE CAN HELP!

I T ’ S  N O T  A L L  L U C K !

ADVERTISEWITH US
A D S @ A D D I S O N I N D E P E N D E N T . C O M  8 0 2 - 3 8 8 - 4 9 4 4

Come paint just for fun 
on Wednesday, marCh 15, 
6 p.m., at the Ilsley publiC 
library in middlebury. 
don’t forget to register 
on the library’s website. 
spaCe limited.

picktop
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Hinesburg Artist Series celebrates 25 years

Hip Hop: The Art of Creating Community engages community for two days

As a celebration of bringing joy and music to 
the community, the Hinesburg Artist Series will 
present its annual spring concert featuring the 
beautiful Rutter Requiem that was performed 
at its first concert in 1997. This 25th season 
will feature the South County Chorus and 
Hinesburg Artist Series Orchestra 
under the direction of Rufus 
Patrick. Performances will be 
at 2 p.m., and again at 4:30 
p.m., on Sunday, March 12, 
at St. Jude Catholic Church 
in Hinesburg. 

“We have sung so many 
wonderful pieces over the 
years, and this program 
includes some of the pieces 
we have loved most,” said Rufus 
Patrick, HAS Music Director and 
founder of the organization. 

The talented musicians will also perform 
“Kyrie” by Rene Clausen, “Agnus Dei” by Mark 
Hayes, “I Will Live” by Bryan Sharpe, and 
“Sanctus” by Dan Forrest.  The concert will 
feature solos by oboist Dan Frostman and 
cellist Jiwon Lee. Through music, the concert 
will celebrate the memories of Brian Busier, 

Marshall Webb, Robert Levis and others.  

“Singing in the community for so many years 
has been incredibly satisfying,” said Yvonne 
Whitaker. She joins 10 other musicians who 

also performed in the first HAS concert. 
“We’ve had such a variety of music, 

and it has all been so inspiring. 
We all owe a huge thanks 

to Rufus for creating the 
Hinesburg Artist Series and 
making it what it is today.”

“We are so grateful to 
have had so many years 
of performing for a very 

appreciative audience 
right here in our community,” 

Patrick said. “It brings joy to 
us all. The last few years have 

been difficult for the arts, especially 
performing groups. We are inspired to perform 
this concert and celebrate 25 years of music 
and memories.” 

Guest cellist Jiwon Lee, who is currently 
maintaining an active schedule as a soloist, 
chamber musician, and teacher in the 
U.S. and South Korea, has participated in 

numerous music festivals and concerts in 
Korea and North America, such as Music in 
PyeongChang, Eumyeon International Music 
Festival, and Bowdoin International Music 
Festival. She is coaching cello at Browns River 
Middle School, is faculty at Vermont Youth 
Orchestra Association, and joined the faculty 
at The University of Vermont in 2022.

Tickets for the concert are $25 and 
available at the door or at the HAS website 
hinesburgartistseries.org.

CORNWALL COmmuNity 
COffeehOuse bRiNgs 
sApphiRe stAR 
Coming up on Thursday, March. 16, 
come out to Cornwall Congregational 
Church to see Sapphire Star at the 

monthly Cornwall Community Coffee 
House perform at 7 p.m.

This talented duo of Kendra Gratton 
and Lisa Powell will provide a family 
friendly evening of familiar singalong 
songs. Accompanying themselves 

on various acoustic instruments, they will 
bring to life many of your favorite tunes 
and a few you may have forgotten.

There’s no entry fee, but cash donations 
for the performers are graciously 
accepted. Refreshments provided by the 
Friends of Cornwall School. This is the 
second to last show before this inaugural 
season wraps up in April.

From its humble beginnings in the Bronx, Hip 
Hop has grown into a global culture. Its sounds, 
styles and fashions are now in play around the 
world. DJs spin turntables in Sao Paulo, Brazil. 
MCs rap Arabic in the clubs of Qatar. B-boys 
and b-girls bust baby freezes in Finland. Graffiti 
rises on the Great Wall of China.

Today, some Hip Hop scholars fold as many as 
six elements into Hip Hop culture. They include:

• DJing — the artistic handling of beats 

and music.
• MCing, aka rapping — putting spoken-word 

poetry to a beat.
• Breaking — Hip Hop’s dance form.
• Writing — the painting of highly stylized 

graffiti.
• Theater and literature — combining Hip 

Hop elements and themes in drama, poetry 
and stories.

• Knowledge of self — the moral, social and 
spiritual principles that inform and inspire 

Hip Hop ways of being.

Middlebury College’s Anti-Racist Task Force 
invites the community to engage in the global 
culture of Hip-Hop with scholars, practitioners 
and one another March 10-12. Presenters 
will include: Aysha Upchurch, Will Kasso, DJ 
DP One, Michael Ford, Shakia Barron, and 
Epiphany Morrow. For details on individual 
events and to register visit antiracism.
middcreate.net/events.

MUSIC

DANCE

U P C O M I N G

C O M M U N I T Y

E V E N T S

PPet of et of the the WWeekeek

Scan for 
the full 

Schedule

JIWON LEE
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 Pets In Need
HOMEWARD BOUND

 Addison County’s Humane Society

Gandalf
Gandalf is a 5-year-old, 82-pound 
handsome charmer with puppy eyes. 
He knows commands like sit, lay down, 
shake and speak, and he’s housetrained. 
When he’s outside, Gandalf loves to 
explore with his nose and he’s really good 
on a leash. Sometimes, he gets stubborn 
and won’t go back inside, but that’s easily 
solved with his favorite treat … string 
cheese – but not provolone, it has to be 
mozzarella! Gandalf is a people person and loves to snuggle. He can 
get anxious when left alone, but calms down quickly and will relax on 
his bed. Here at the shelter, Gandalf has shown curiosity around dogs, 
but staff isn’t sure yet if he can live with another dog.

Penny
Penny is part of our 3rd party adoption 
program. She is an 11-year-old Jack 
Russell Terrier who weighs 17 pounds. 
Penny is very active, as her breed is 
known for, and likes to play with stuffed 
toys. She has lived with another dog, but 

has not lived with cats.  Penny walks well 
on a leash and is housebroken, though she 

does not care for car rides. Penny is friendly to 
family and visitors, playful, talkative, needy, and 

can be somewhat of a couch potato even though she is 
energetic otherwise. The best scenario for Penny’s future 

home is thought to be with older adults or a family with older children 
and a fenced-in yard where she can run around to let off some steam. 
She is a great home companion dog who likes to curl up next to you 
or in your lap and sleep with you at night.

Rose is a sweet and sassy 14-year-old 
senior looking for a home to live out her 
golden years. She is very sweet when she 
warms up to you, but can be a bit crabby 
at first. Rose likes to wander around the 
shelter’s Cat Land like she owns the place! 
She spends her days cuddling with the 
stuffed animals she was surrendered with. 
Despite her old age, Rose is in great health 
besides a previously developed eye ulcer 
that impairs her vision on her left side. The ulcer has stopped growing 
and does not need long-term care or treatment. Rose does not get 
along with dogs, and we are unsure how she feels about cats.

Want to learn more?
Call or check our website. We may have a pet for you!

802-388-1100 | HomewardBoundAnimals.org
236 Boardman Street | Middlebury, VT

Elmer & Daffy
Elmer and Daffy are a young bonded 
pair and are spayed/neutered. They 
are looking for their forever home 
where they can do everything together 
including sleeping next to each other. 
They are sweet, friendly, social and litter 
box trained in their cage. They love fresh 
veggies and hay.

Rose

Chaka
Chaka is an independent 6-year-old 
who needs a home where she is free to 
be herself! She has started to seek out 
attention from our staff members and 
volunteers now that she has a bigger 
space to herself. Chaka spends most of 

her time in a hidey-hole but will meow and 
come out when someone enters the room. 

She likes head rubs and treats, but still prefers to 
not be picked up. Chaka has not gotten along with dogs or cats here 
in the shelter and it causes her extra stress.

1438 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-3139
www.parisfarmersunion.com

At Paris, we have everything you 
need for your pets and animals!

• Dry or Wet Dog & Cat food
• Dog & Cat beds, toys, cleaning supplies 

& accessories
• Fish, bird, small animal & reptile 

supplies and live feeder insects 
• Wild bird & Squirrel supplies 
• Backyard animal feed & supplies
• And friendly, knowledgeable staff 
   to help guide you!

Ask about 
our Frequent 

Buyer 
Program!

PPet of et of the the WWeekeek

Send us a pic of 
your pet!

news@addisonindependent.com

Pet of the 
WEEK

Meet RalphMeet Ralph
We obtained Ralph from a breeder in the Northeast Kingdom three years ago. He 
was just eight weeks old and filled a void left when we lost our older Golden. Since 
then, Ralph has accompanied me through all kinds of weather on a daily walk around 
our pond. Every morning before my work when I go out with Ralph, he attentively 
watches me as I get dressed; at the point where I start to put my boots on, he 
becomes hyper excited, doing his happy dance as we go down the stairs. Once we 
get to the path where I take him off leash, he enthusiastically runs ahead to sniff 
out all the important spots he knows about in the woods, but inevitably he will turn 
up after a few minutes ahead of me on the path to make sure I am still there. This 
regimen has been sometimes demanding when it’s extremely cold and wet, snowy 
and icy, and I don’t always feel like going…but I don’t want to disappoint Ralph. I go. 
Every day it is a joy to observe his enthusiasm and joy at being outdoors and to be a 
part of his pack. 
 — Susanne George, Goshen
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hat could be better than 
fresh greens during the 
dreary winter months? 
What if you grew and 
harvested them yourself?

Growing microgreens 
in your home is easy, 

cost-effective and 
satisfying. All you need 
is some soil, seeds 
and a sunny spot.

Microgreens are immature plants that are can 
be ready to harvest in one to two weeks. They 
are nutrient-dense with some varieties having 
up to a 40% greater concentration of some 
micronutrients according to researchers at 
the University of Maryland. Any seeds can be 
used for microgreens, but because they are 
harvested at an early stage, they should be 
untreated and organic.

Plants that are quick to sprout are good 
options for microgreens. Radishes, broccoli, 
cabbage, broccoli, peas and sunflowers 
are popular choices as are the spicy flavors 

of mustards, basil and cilantro. Microgreen 
blends also are available from most seed 
suppliers.

To get started, find a container. Take-out 
containers, plastic produce containers, 
cardboard juice cartons and seed-starting 
trays will all work.

Choose a light, indoor potting soil or seed-
starting mix. Put about two inches of the soil in 
your container.

Spread your seeds over the soil. The seeds 
should form a dense layer but not cover each 
other. Loosely cover the container with its lid 
or an unsecured layer of plastic wrap. Or lightly 
cover the seeds with more soil.

Use a spray bottle to mist the seeds 
thoroughly. Keep the soil moist until the seeds 
sprout.

When the seeds have sprouted, remove the 
cover. New seedlings need at least four hours 
of direct sunlight. Grow lights can be used if 
you don’t have a windowsill or counter that 

receives enough sunlight.

Microgreens will be ready to harvest when 
they have one set of true leaves. Seed leaves, 
or cotyledons, are the first to develop after the 
seed sprouts.

Keep tending your seedlings until more leaves 
appear. These leaves will look different. They 
are the true leaves and will resemble the adult 
leaves of the plant. Your microgreens are now 
ready to harvest.

You can plant new seeds over the clipped 
stems. Lightly cover the seeds with fresh 
potting soil, and repeat the process for another 
harvest.

Give your microgreens a wash, and they are 
ready to enjoy. Add fresh microgreens to 
salads and sandwiches. Use them in place of 
lettuce in tacos and burgers. Garnish dishes or 
blend into smoothies for a nutritional boost.

Microgreens can be stored in a plastic bag in 
the refrigerator. Just make sure that they are 
completely dry before storing.

For a step-by-step guide to growing 
microgreens at home, visit go.uvm.edu/
microgreens.

GARDENER
A S K  A  M A S T E R

H O W  T O  G R O W  M I C R O G R E E N S

Andrea Knepper is 
a UVM Extension 
Master Gardener 

from Bolton.

Freshly harvested microgreens can be used for salads and sandwiches, as a garnish for dishes or added to smoothies 
for a nutritional boost. PHOTO / ANDREA KNEPPER

ANDREA
 KNEPPER

BY

W

PLANT  
YOURSELF 

HERE.
Reach readers who 
are interested in all 

things gardening and 
advertise on this page. 

Contact us today.

A D S @ A D D I S O N I N D E P E N D E N T.C O M
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ACROSS
1. Half-conscious 
states
8. Unnatural
13. Deep regret
14. Rogue
15. Taken without 
permission
19. An alternative
20. After B
21. Partner to flowed
22. Weekday
23. Body part
24. World’s longest 
river
25. One of the Greats
26. Make clean
30. C. Canada 
indigenous peoples
31. Japanese seaport
32. Most unclothed

33. Small grouper 
fish
34. Soluble 
ribonucleic acid
35. Distinguishing 
sound
38. French realist 
painter
39. Popular beer 
brand
40. Views
44. God depicted as 
a bull
45. Relieve
46. Residue after 
burning
47. Habitation
48. Poe’s middle 
name
49. Japanese title
50. TV series 

installation (abbr.)
51. Beloved country 
singer
55. Single unit
57. Genuine
58. Develop
59. Traveled through 
the snow

DOWN
1. Clues
2. Do again
3. Current unit
4. Neither
5. Corporate exec 
(abbr.)
6. Second sight
7. The absence of 
mental stress
8. Supplemented 
with difficulty

Sudoku
Each Sudoku puzzle 
consists of a 9x9 
grid that has been 
subdivided into nine 
smaller grids of 3x3 
squares. To solve the 
puzzle each row, column 
and box must contain 
each of the numbers 1 to 
9. Puzzles come in three 
grades: easy, medium 
and difficult. 

Level: Medium

This week’s puzzle solutions can be found on Page 13.

9. Stop for good
10. College dorm 
worker
11. Bones
12. Most 
supernatural
16. Spanish island
17. Unlimited
18. Where golfers 
begin
22. No charge
25. Print errors
27. Professional 
drivers
28. Kiss box set

29. Short, fine fibers
30. Administers 
punishment
32. Czech city
34. Normal or sound 
powers of mind
35. The academic 
world
36. Crustacean
37. Currency
38. Pastoral people 
of Tanzania or Kenya
40. Cloth spread 
over a coffin
41. Grouped 

together
42. On land
43. Glistened
45. A type of 
extension
48. One who assists
51. College sports 
conference
52. Zero
53. Midway between 
northeast and east
54. Type of screen
56. The 13th letter of 
the Greek alphabet

s p o n s o r e d  byPUZZLESPUZZLES
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Looking for amazing views of the Adirondack Mountains and Lake Champlain? Check 
out this 5 bedroom turn-of-the-century home in Shoreham. The master bedroom and 
full bath are downstairs, along with the living room, dining room and spacious kitchen 
with terracotta Mexican tile flooring. Oak and maple hardwood flooring are throughout 
the house, giving the 2,036-square-foot home an authentic vintage charm. For extra 

storage use the detached two car garage, 
and never worry about power with your own 
generator! Make this 1890’s Cape Cod your 
new home. 

2644 SMITH STREET, SHOREHAM
$499,000

A LOOK INSIDE ADDISON COUNTY HOMES FOR SALE

1890s Cape offers charm and character

HOMETH
E

This week’s property is managed by Emilo Real Estate.   
Visit emilovtrealestate.com or call 802-388-4440.
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EQUAL  
HOUSING   
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 as amended 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons receiving 
public assistance, or an intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will not  knowingly 
accept any advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of discrimination, call 
HUD Toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.

Kerry D. Mazzariello | V.P., Sr. Community Lender | NMLS #216188

Email Christy@addisonindEpEndEnt.Com to find out how.

Add your piece!  Add your piece!  
Be the next sponsor of the puzzle page.

PUZZLEPUZZLE
SOLUTIONS March 9, 2023

ESTATE
REAL
Now is a great time to buy or sell a property!  
Let our real estate section do the work,  
so you can get cozy with a new home this winter.

Give us a call and we’ll help you connect with  
Addison County homebuyers, sellers & professionals.

ads@addisonindependent.com

photoplaCE GallEry
3 Park Street, Middlebury
For more info visit photoplacegallery.com.

“Parenthood,” an exhibit featuring a 
constantly changing state of being as 
a child grows older and life becomes 
more complex. On view through 
March 24.

shEldon mUsEUm
1 Park Street, Middlebury
For more info visit henrysheldonmuseum.org

“Artists in the Archives: Community, 
History & Collage.” Artists from Canada, 

Denmark, Ireland, Poland, Scotland, 
Ukraine, and several U.S. states created 
collages to explore how the archival 
material expresses an aspect of a 
community. On view through summer 
2023.

sparroW art sUpply
52 Main Street, Middlebury
Visit sparrowartsupply.com or call 802-989-
7225  for more info.

“Magenta,” is an electrifying display of 
the color magenta. Showcasing works 
by over 50 artists, “Magenta” celebrates 
this vibrant hue across monotone 
pieces, and it appears as a pop of color 
to bring focus in others. This energetic 
all-media show exudes joy, optimism, 
and bravery, some inspiring qualities to 
carry throughout 2023. On view through 
March 11.

EXhIBIts
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

WALLACE REALTY
48 Mountain Terrace

Bristol, VT 05443
PH 802-453-4670 • FAX 802-453-5898

Visit our websites at:
www.wallacere.com

www.greenbuiltvermont.com

Please call Kelly, Claire, or Tom

S U B S C R I B E  |  D O N A T E  |  A D V E R T I S E
A D D I S O N I N D E P E N D E N T. C O M

SUPPORT THE ARTSSUPPORT THE ARTS
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MIDDLEBURY  NEW LISTING!
18 FOREST RIDGE DRIVE
MLS #4944274| $525,000
4 BD  |  2.5 BA  | 2949 SF | 3.42 AC

What a location! This meticulously-
maintained home is close to town 
and all its amenities but with the 
“elbow room” you’d expect living 
in the country. Enjoy gleaming oak 
fl oors, updated granite countertops 
in the eat-in kitchen, spacious living 
area with wood burning fi replace 
and private dining room. Primary 
suite has attached full bath and 
walk-in closet. Storage galore with 
full walkup attic space, full basement 
and 2.5 car garage. Lovely covered 
porch on which to sit and and enjoy 
the peace and tranquility that 
surrounds you. Property connects to 
the Green Mountain National forest 
with its walking, hiking, snowshoeing 
and cross country ski trails. 

ipjrealestate.com
34 Main Street, downtown Middlebury

info@ipjrealestate.com  |  802.388.4242

SALISBURY  NEW LISTING!
2505 DEWEY ROAD
MLS #4944453 | MLS #4944452
$250,000  |  76.00 AC
3 BD  |  2 BA  |  1064 SF

76 acres located across two 
towns—41 acres in Leicester and 
35 acres in Salisbury. This property 
has so much potential. Single 
wide is connected to a drilled well 
and three-bedroom septic. 3200 
square foot outbuilding with power. 
Mostly wooded lot with some open 
areas and views to the west of 
the Adirondack Mountains. Within 
a 20-minute drive to Middlebury 
and a 30-minute drive to Rutland.

e have a number of different buyers looking 
to buy a home in Addison County at this 
time. They range from families looking to 
get closer to family and come back to their 
roots where they were raised or grew up, to 

parents who are retired looking to have a home closer to 
their grown children and grandchildren. The market during 
COVID was favorable to the sellers, with prices rising and 
extremely low inventory. Since COVID has become more 
manageable and is now not restricting travel in and out 
of Vermont, there are employment opportunities here in 
the county and still very low inventory of housing, both 
to purchase and to rent. This has restricted some from 
moving here and accepting employment. Those buyers, 
who are more flexible with their ability to work from home 
or remotely, as well as retirees, have the ability to wait for a 
suitable house to come onto the market.

Due to a number of factors, we still have very low inventory. 
The most important factors contributing to this are the 
rising interest rates and the winter conditions as well as the 
actual low inventory itself. If a seller has a mortgage with 
an interest rate between 3-4% which had been common 
just one or two years ago, then they are faced with a new 
mortgage rate between 6-7% for a new home and the 
challenge of finding one even available. If they can cash 
out of their home and trade down to a more affordable 
smaller one, then inventory is especially low in this part of 
the market.

I believe as soon as the winter weather abates and we 
start seeing signs of spring, which should be just around 
the corner, we will see more inventory coming onto the 
market. But a word of caution to the buyers who have been 
looking now for a long time waiting for the market to turn 
in their favor: The market we will see this year will not be 
a buyers’ market, but if anything more of a balanced one. 
So in making offers, be reasonable with your requests and 
contingencies and expect compromise because until the 
inventory reaches a level to meet the demand, buyers will 
not be in the drivers seat. In a more balanced market, which 
I believe we are moving towards, both parties compromise. 
So let’s see what spring brings and remember there is no 
bad time to own real estate.

ADVICE
F R O M  A D D I S O N  C O U N T Y  R E A L  E S T A T E  P R O S

W

The Addison Independent asked seven local real estate professionals for 
advice on understanding the housing market in Addison County. These 

columns will be published weekly here in the Arts+Leisure section. 

What kinds of buyers 
are interested in moving 

to addison County?

B O N N I E  G R I D L E Y
R E / M A X  N O R T H 
P R O F E S S I O N A L S 

T H E  G R I D L E Y  G R O U P,
M I D D L E B U R Y
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802-877-2134  •  www.ReVT4u.com
Your Forever Realtors, Building Relationships One Home at a Time!

We are a designated agency brokerage.

Susan Burdick
802-989-9058

Lynn Jackson Donnelly
802-349-5382

Sean Dye
802-338-0136

Nancy Larrow
802-989-9653

K. Cory Foote
802-349-7101

Dick Elkins
802-985-8150

Is Your Real Estate Luck About to Change?

COMMUNITY CORNER

PARTICIPATED

IN
 SALE

2673 VT ROUTE 22A, BRIDPORT, VT 05734
This large tract of land offers a variety of possible uses. There is an older house on 
the property, which will either have to be renovated or demolished to make space 
for a new home. The property covers 30 acres of hay field and 40 acres of woods. 
There are three current leases in place until December 20, 2023. The property is also 
listed in the Residential category (see MLS# 4941014).
Price: $405,000 MLS: 4941015

152-154 PEARL STREET, ST. ALBANS CITY 
This single family rental home features a spacious living room and kitchen with 
plenty of natural light. The second floor has three large bedrooms with a full 
bathroom. This 720 square feet rental property also offers longtime tenants rental 
income to subsidize the mortgage payment. It is also listed as a single family home 
(see MLS# 4907869).
Price: $240,000 MLS: 4907871

Check this out! Two more successful transactions with our cooperating Brokerages.

PARTICIPATED

IN
 SALE

Keep an eye out for one of our Lucky 
Leprechauns in downtown Vergennes 
on St. Patrick’s Day Friday 3/17 after 
1:00 pm. They might have a surprise 
for you!

 

Follow Us!802-388-0505 • 101 Court St., Middlebury, VT  •  www.midvthomes.com

Cory Cheever – Realtor
 802-989-0859

cheever.cory@gmail.com

Bonnie Gridley – Broker 
802-349-8646 

 bgridleyvt@gmail.com

Judy Murdock – Realtor
802-458-7589 

judymurdockvt@gmail.com

Looking to see what your house is worth?
Call us for a complimentary

Market Analysis today!

32 North St., Rutland  $415,000
This American Four square was built at the turn of the Century to withstand the test of time! Mission-
style thick Oak trim stands out in every room.Oak doors are impressive as you move from room to 
room. The Formal Dining room has an Oak picture rail and traditional (hand Laid) parquet Oak flooring 
which embellishes the fireplace. Go through the swinging door to the tastefully updated Kitchen. The 
basement is partially above ground so there is lots of natural light. This house lends itself to an Italianate 
style with tile roofing, stucco and brick exterior walls, and Marble window sills. This home is “Move in 
and enjoy!” Walk to the bus stop for shopping, 2 buses for skiing! 4 schools are within walking distance! 
If you are looking for a wonderful home with all the conveniences, then book your appointment today! 
This one won’t last!

55 North St., Bristol  $365,000
Here is a unique opportunity in the very popular Bristol Village. This historic, well-maintained home 
has had many iterations over the years and is currently set up as a 2-bedroom main home with a 
1-bedroom apt. The home could easily be converted into one residence that could have as many as 
4 bedrooms. The first level in the main part of the home has been renovated with the eye and skill of 
a craftsman. All windows have been replaced, keeping the large, original openings with custom trim 
work. The focal point of the main house is the large, front great room with beautiful Koa wood floors, 
kept nice and cozy in the winter months with the pellet stove (negotiable) radiating heat and kept nice 
and cool in the summer time with the air conditioning from the recently installed heat pump. The cook’s 
kitchen with a gas range and butcher block countertops is waiting for you to start preparing meals in 
your new home!

PRICE

REDUCTION
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In Songs We Love, a superb ensemble of up-and-coming 
players, schooled and tested on the stages of Jazz at Lincoln 
Center and concert halls around the world, will revisit some 
of the great songs from the first decades of jazz. Under the 
musical direction of trumpeter Riley Mulherkar and featuring 
vocalists Vuyo Sotashe, Brianna Thomas, and Shenel Johns, the 
ensemble will bring to life songs and styles that define the sound 

Follow us on IG @thtmidd and FB @townhalltheatervt.

We would like to thank our sponsors The Middlebury Inn and IPJ for their support.Sponsored by

Tickets: townhalltheater.org   •   802-382-9222   •   68 S Pleasant St, Middlebury, VT 05753

Upcoming Events:

Town Hall Theater is 
Turning 15!

Thursday, March 30th @ 7pm

Elton John & 
Queen
With Clint Bierman 
and Friends
March 10th @ 7pm

40 Poems for 
40 Pounds
A Community 
Performance
March 12th @ 7pm

The Doughboys
For St. Patrick’s Day
March 17th @ 7:30pm

Lohengrin
Presented by the 
MetHD
March 18th @ 12pm

The Crucible
Presented by 
National Theater 
Live
March 19th @ 2pm

Join us for a night of celebration and Songs We Love showcasing the 
history of American jazz – and its future, just as we will showcase 

the history of Town Hall Theater and ITS future!

Mariupol: The 
People’s Story
A Film
March 23rd @ 7pm

of jazz singing from the 1920s to the early 1950s. It’s a journey of 
blues, swing, and surprise, from the sound of Ma Rainey and the 
extraordinary storytelling of Billie Holiday and Ella Fitzgerald to the 
easy swing of Frank Sinatra and the dramatic flair of Judy Garland.

Ticket includes a champagne toast at intermission as well as the 
opportunity to join us after the program at The Middlebury Inn for a 
slice of birthday cake, and a casual drink with the musicians! 

Tickets are $60 and available now at the Box Office or our website 
www.townhalltheater.org/event/tht-turns-15/
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