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Quite a trip
A Middlebury healer tells the 
story of her life from suburbia to 
Mongolia. See Arts + Leisure.

By the wayBy the way

Title time
In the mountains and VUHS gym, 
Nordic skiers and wrestlers earned 
state championships. See Page 1B.

Springtime!
Warmer weather is on the way, 
and Midd. Parks & Rec’s guide 
inside offers plenty for all to do.

Spring Activity
Guide

Programs, Athletics and Special Events for Adults, Youth and FamiliesPrograms, Athletics and Special Events for Adults, Youth and Families

MIDDLEBURY
Parks & Recreation

move  •  grow  •  connect

New Registration Site: middleburyvt.myrec.com 
Middlebury Parks & Recreation Department   •   townofmiddlebury.org

March - May 2023March - May 2023

Affordable heat bill reverts to study
Decision comes after fuel dealer complaints

Middlebury 
PD to take 
up sheriff 
dispatching

How a Vergennes 
shop is growing

Bristol wrestles with aging pipes County schools expand 
a special needs program

Scoops of  creativity, flavor and a new 
product, plus a key grant, boost lu•lu

Selectboard weighs the cost of fixing 117-year-old infrastructure

(See Special needs, Page 18A)
(See Bristol water, Page 17A)

(See Dispatching, Page 17A)

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURTY — Three 

area school districts are looking 
to expand a new program that 
currently serves special needs 
students in grades 9-12. 

The offering, which will be 
extended to include middle 
schoolers, meets the students’ 
academic and social-emotional 
requirements locally and thus saves 
the districts the at-times extensive 
travel and extraordinary expense 
of accommodating them through 
out-of-county placements.

It’s called the Addison 
Consortium Program, or ACP. It 
is already successfully serving 

roughly 12 Addison County high 
school students each year, according 
to Nicole Carter, director of Equity 
& Student Services for the Addison 
Central School District. ACP 
accepts students from the Addison 
Central Union, Addison Northwest 
Union and Mount Abraham Unified 
school districts.

Carter confirmed plans are now 
underway to create a separate 
ACP offering for 12 middle school 
students (grades 6-8) — four 
children each from the three 
districts. The middle school ACP 
has already hired a principal, is 
recruiting additional staff, and 

By MARIN HOWELL 
BRISTOL — The Bristol 

selectboard is determining how 
to go about replacing around half 
of the water lines in the town’s 
aging water distribution system, 
many which are well over 100 
years old and contributing to 
significant water loss in the 
system.  

Like many municipalities, 
town officials are trying to 
balance three challenges: the 
need to stop excessive water 
leakage, the disruption caused 
by tearing up streets, and the cost 
of spreading out repairs over 

multiple years. 
At the selectboard’s Feb. 

27 meeting, board members 
discussed possibilities for 
replacing the aging water lines, 
including tackling the project all 
at once or splitting the project 
area up into geographic sections 
to complete every three years. 

“You’ve got the majority of 
the distribution system that’s 
approaching 125 years old. 
It’s way beyond its useful life 
expectancy,” explained Steve 
Palmer of VTM Engineering, 
who serves as Bristol’s Town 
Engineer. “What it means to you 

guys is you’re seeing significant 
leakage rates.” 

Bristol’s water system serves 
about 1,170 residents in the 
village, in addition to the system’s 
187 commercial connections. 
In 2021, Bristol contracted with 
the now-closed Green Mountain 
Engineering to conduct a 
Preliminary Engineering Report, 
intended to evaluate the water 
system and develop a plan for 
replacing portions of the water 
infrastructure as needed. 

The report found that the 
town’s water system was made 

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — The 

Middlebury Police Department 
has tentatively agreed to provide 
dispatching services for the Addison 
County Sheriff’s Department 
(ACSD), a relationship that could 
lead to a deeper discussion of 
a regional dispatching service 
that could serve all the county’s 
municipal law enforcement 
agencies.

The local sheriff’s department 

(See lu•lu, Page 19A)

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — Business 

has been sweet for lu•lu since 
the premium ice cream scoop 
shop opened in May 2018 in the 
heart of Vergennes, according to 
owner Laura Mack.

In part that’s because Mack 
has always looked for new 
ways to expand lu•lu’s market 
outreach and product lines, 
including by offering espresso 

and baked goods. 
In 2022, the 35-year-old 

city resident also successfully 
applied for a grant from the 
Northeast Dairy Innovation 
Center to fine-tune lu•lu’s 
marketing. Upgrades included 
new graphics for the pint 
containers in which Mack 
had already been marketing 
ice cream wholesale, and 

THANKS IN PART to a Northeast Dairy Innovation Center 
grant, Vergennes scoop shop lu•lu is adding goat milk gelato to 
its offerings. Owner Laura Mack here presents a sample cone 
of Peanut Butter Goat Milk Gelato. Lu•lu is holding a launch 
party on Saturday with free tastings.

Independent photo/Andy Kirkaldy

Shoreham residents: Do you 
want to do your civic duty at next 
week’s town meeting, but have 
no one to mind your children? 
The town of Shoreham is offering 
free childcare during the March 
6 annual town meeting, which 
begins at 6 p.m. at the elementary 
school. Thanks to Becca Kerr and 
ARK Child Care LLC, kids will 
receive supervision at the Masonic 
Hall next to the Shoreham school. 
There will also be corn chowder, 
hotdogs and brownies for sale at 
the meeting to benefit the local 4-H 
Club. There will also be a Zoom 
town meeting option, though 
people aren’t allowed to vote 
virtually. Local organizations will 
also have tables set up and talk 
about what they are doing. Any 
questions? Contact Town Clerk 
Julie Ortuno at shorehamtown@
shoreham.net or 802-897-5841, or 
Ruth Bernstein at ruthbernstein.

By JOHN FLOWERS
BRISTOL — Faced with widespread 

concerns about potential costs to fossil-
fuel dealers and consumers, the authors 
of the proposed Affordable Heat Act have 
decided to pump the brakes 
on the design and approval 
timetable for the bill. 

But they still aim to pass 
sweeping legislation that 
will try to bend the curve on 
climate change in Vermont 
through major investments 
in weatherization and the 
transition to green heating 
systems in homes and 
businesses.

Sen. Chris Bray, 
D-Addison County, told the 
Independent on Tuesday that 
the Affordable Heat Act — 
also known as AHA or bill 
S.5 — will be converted into a two-year 
study. Bray said this change would be made 
to S.5 when it’s taken up by the full Senate, 
action that was expected to occur this week. 
The bill had been voted out of the Senate 
Natural Resources & Energy Committee 
— which Bray chairs — by a 5-0 vote last 
Friday and appeared to be on a fast track to 

the House.
“As revised, S.5 will, over the next two 

years, research the clean heat program 
in detail and carefully assess its design, 
implementation, and costs, but the bill does 

not take the program ‘live,’” 
Bray said a Legislative 
Report that appears on Page 
7A of this edition. “That step 
will now require a vote of 
the full Legislature in 2025, 
after the study is complete.”

The tipping point for S.5 
apparently came following 
Monday’s Addison County 
legislative breakfast, held 
at Bristol American Legion 
Post 19. That gathering 
featured representatives of 
several local heating fuel 
companies who vented their 
frustrations about S.5.

As originally crafted, S.5 called for, 
among other things, establishing a Clean 
Heat Standard that would’ve required 
importers of fossil heating fuels into 
Vermont to reduce pollution over time — in 
line with a Vermont law called the Global 
Warming Solutions Act. 

SEN. CHRIS BRAY, shown at last month’s 
Legislative Breakfast, is shepherding the 
Affordable Heat Act through the Vermont Senate.

Independent photo/Steve James (See Affordable heat, Page 18A)

“In the last two 
winters, Vermonters 
have spent roughly 
$650 million more 
to heat than just 
two seasons prior. 
The current system 
is very expensive 
for many people, 
and it’s also 
polluting.”

— Sen.  Chris Bray

Winter traffic jam
PARENTS WATCH AS a group of first- and fourth-grade kids try to slide en masse down the sledding hill behind the Middlebury Rec 

Center on Sunday afternoon. Ample snow combined with a spirit of adventure resulted in great fun.
Independent photo/John S. McCright 
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By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — The 

Middlebury selectboard on Monday 
unanimously approved a first-class 
restaurant/bar liquor license for 
Crooked Ladle Catering LLC, 
which along with Everything Nice 
— a house plant and home décor 
boutique that will help underwrite 
free meals for those in need — will 
occupy the long-vacant storefront 
at 51 Main St. on March 29.

It was on Dec. 1, 2022, that 
the Independent first reported on 
the business plan for 51 Main St. 
Crooked Ladle owners Loren and 
Jennifer Urban 
will operate a 
commercial kitchen 
on-site, where 
they’ll prepare 
“elevated comfort 
food” for table 
service at 51 Main 
on Wednesdays, 
Thursdays and 
Fridays, as well as 
for off-site catering 
gigs during the rest 
of the week.

Plans also call for 
Crooked Ladle to 
host sporadic pop-
up dinners and brunches as catering 
season winds down, according to 
Jennifer Urban.

“We really want it to be a 
community space where everyone 
can enjoy good food, good music, 
being together — and fill an empty 
hole (on Main Street) that’s been 
there for a long time and add a little 
life to that part of downtown,” she 
said.

Sharing the space will be 
Everything Nice, which will be the 
home and a funding source (along 
with grants, donations and plant/
décor sales) for the Giving Fridge, 
an already established nonprofit 
food charity launched almost three 
years ago by Bethanie Farrell. Most 
recently based at 66 Merchants 
Row, the Giving Fridge has found a 
key partner in Vermont’s Everyone 
Eats program, a COVID-19 relief 
program through which funds are 
provided to nonprofits to work with 
restaurants and farms in assembling 
nutritious meals for individuals and 
families in need. The meals are free 
to low-income individuals and cost 

$10 for those able to pay.
“We’re expecting a slow open as 

we get our feet underneath us and 
see what the community’s wants 
and needs are,” Jennifer Urban 
told the Middlebury selectboard 
on Monday. Farrell is still planning 
hours for Everything Nice and will 
announce her schedule soon, Urban 
added.

The Urbans plan to gradually 
expand Crooked Ladle’s offerings 
to the point where it’s meeting 
community/owner expectations by 
May. The couple has said Crooked 
Ladle will keep its food truck.

“I promise the 
food is good,” 
Urban told the 
board with a smile. 
“The menu will 
vary based on 
what’s in season 
and what inspires us 
to be good.”

Loren Urban 
was a sous chef at 
Bristol’s Bobcat 
Café for seven 
years, while 
Jennifer has had 
experience waiting 
tables at the Black 

Sheep (where she met Loren), the 
Bobcat, Tourterelle, Park Squeeze, 
The Lobby and others before 
joining her husband at Crooked 
Ladle. Her primary role is in 
education, as she teaches second 
grade at Mary Hogan Elementary 
and is seeking licensure to become 
a school principal.

The Urbans and Farrell plan on 
bringing regular entertainment 
back to 51 Main as well as offer the 
spot for special events.

“This whole endeavor is very 
much collaborative between us — 
Loren and Jenny have been hard at 
work getting the food and beverage 
infrastructure and systems in place, 
which will be the backbone of 51 
Main, while I have been working 
on renovating the common 
areas and planning my retail, 
programming and Giving Fridge 
meal/Automat plan, ensuring that 
healthy prepared meals will be able 
to continue getting to those who 
need them,” Farrell said through an 
email. “Crooked Ladle has already 
begun making meals for us the last 

few weeks and the response from 
our (Giving Fridge) recipients has 
been wonderful.”

Farrell’s Everything Nice 
business plan includes installing 
two automated food dispensers 
at 51 Main. She explained in 
December that one machine will 
feature 20 cubbies that will dispense 
heated, freshly prepared meals. 
The other machine will include 
100 refrigerated slots containing 
fresh, refrigerated meals. Folks will 
be able to purchase the automat 
meals using a credit card, while 
qualifying low-income folks will 
have a code to access food for free. 
Farrell promised to involve local 
restaurants in the automat system.

She acknowledged the upcoming 
March 31 sunset of the Vermont 
Everyone Eats, or VEE, program, 
which has been a big Giving Fridge 
ally. But Farrell has a strategy to fill 
the state funding void.

“While VEE has allowed Giving 
Fridge to meet more need within 
our communities, for which I’ve 
been so grateful, it’s never been 
thought of as a permanent funding 
source, which is why I’ve created 
a model that allows for ‘plants and 
grants’ to help fund our weekly 
meal program,” she said. “There 
will certainly be a financial hole to 
fill as all of the emergency relief 
programs like VEE come to an end, 
but we are hard at work with our 
statewide leadership to strategize 
for a ‘VEE 2.0.’ In the meantime, 
I’m actively fundraising via 
grants, retail and donations to be 
able to continue our weekly meal 
distribution at the same capacity 
long-term, while implementing our 
retail strategy. 

“As many of our Addison County 
organizations have been benefiting 
from these healthy, restaurant/chef 
prepared meals over the last few 
years via weekly meal distributions 
from Giving Fridge, my hope is that 
we can continue our relationship 
in more of a collaborative way 
involving mutual fundraising.”

Meanwhile, some selectboard 
members are likely to become 
among the first to book reservations 
at the new 51 Main St.

“We’re excited to have you 
downtown,” board Chair Brian 
Carpenter said.

Crooked Ladle getting ready to serve

“We really 
want it to be a 
community space 
where everyone 
can enjoy good 
food, good music, 
being together — 
and fill an empty 
hole (on Main 
Street).”

— Jennifer Urban

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — In addition to issuing a liquor 

license to the restaurant that will soon open at 51 
Main St., the Middlebury selectboard at its Feb. 27 
meeting also:

• Unanimously endorsed the Ilsley Library’s 
application for a Vermont Community Development 
Program Accessibility Modification Grant of up to 
$100,000 to help pay for a new elevator. The new 
elevator would be part of an estimated $14 million 
makeover of the library at its 75 Main St. location. 
The board also endorsed the Ilsley board’s request 
to U.S. Sen. Bernie Sanders to lobby for a federal 
earmark to draw down local costs for the library 
project.

• Unanimously agreed to grant a public assemblage 
permit to Addison Central Teens to hold a “Midd 
Pride Parade & Festival” downtown on June 25, 
from noon to 6 p.m. The planned event will extend 
from College Park down Main Street to the town 
green, with vendors, a parade and live music.

• Approved a draft policy on the “Use of Town 
Sidewalks for Restaurant Food and Beverage 
Service,” which establishes a formal permitting 
process for applicants to obtain reoccurring access 
to the public sidewalk space. Such permits will be 
available from early April through mid-November 
each year. Applications will need to be reviewed and 
approved by local police, fire and public works.

• Spoke to local lawmakers about state legislation 
of interest to Middlebury constituents. Democratic 
Reps. Robin Scheu, Amy Sheldon and Jubilee 
McGill — all of whom represent portions of 
the county’s shire town — shared the latest on 
several bills, including those that would fortify the 
childcare industry, promote affordable housing, 
subsidize household hazardous waste disposal 
expenses incurred by the Addison County Solid 
Waste Management District, and create “mini” Tax 
Increment Finance districts to help finance large 
community projects — such as potentially the Ilsley 
Library makeover.

Midd selectboard endorses Ilsley project

On Feb. 7, Vermont State 
University President Parwinder 
Grewal announced a new 
decision to transition to an 
all-digital, university-wide 
“library” and repurpose the 
existing library spaces on each 
campus. The Middlebury chapter 
of the Association of American 
University Professors (AAUP) 
strongly opposes the closing of any 
of the VTSU libraries.  

“Libraries are at the heart of 
educational institutions. It’s where 
learning and collaboration happens 
outside of the classroom. Physical 
libraries provide the space and 
computers with high-speed internet 
that allow equitable access to 
resources, both print and digital. 
Libraries provide the staff that 
teach face to face how to use 
these resources most effectively. 
Libraries provide a space for 
users to study and work together, 
especially in rural communities 
where so many faculty and 
students commute long distances 
to these campuses and return to 
homes with inadequate internet 

access.” 
— Brenda Ellis, Sr. Research & 

Instruction Librarian, Middlebury 
College 

“While digitization is a 
wonderful innovation, it is neither 
as universal nor as broadly 
accessible as is often assumed. In 
every library, there are significant 
materials (and archived objects) 
that are not digitized and, in some 
cases, they never can be; nor 
can ‘everyone’ make easy use of 
digitized materials, as so often is 
assumed. 

“Moreover, there is a special 
kind of intellectual discovery that 
digitization actively prevents and 
that is the kind of discovery that 
comes when you are looking for 
one book and then find a true gem 
simply because your eyes fell upon 
it, three shelves up or right behind 
you. Some of those gems, in my 
experience, have significantly 
transformed my thinking and 
outlook in unforgettable ways.

“The special alchemy of a 
library requires (at least) four 
things: 1) the books, journals and 

archives that make up its holdings; 
2) the unique local community in 
which that library is embedded; 
3) the curious seekers who walk 
through the door and 4) the wise 
librarians who guide us in the tasks 
of discovery, discernment and 
judicious interpretation that good 
scholarship and ethical citizenship 
requires. A university and town 
that loses its library is a university 
and town that loses its sacred 
center, a center that is vital for the 
continued unfolding of justice and 
democracy.” 

— Rebecca Kneale 
Gould, Associate Professor 
of Environmental Studies, 
Middlebury College 

Rather than close libraries, it is 
time for Vermont to adequately 
fund public education at all levels 
and in all parts of the state if we 
want to grow the workforce that 
Vermont’s future will depend on.  

Brenda Ellis
On behalf of the Executive 

Committee of the Middlebury 
chapter of the Association of 

American University Professors

Under the bridge
CONTRA DANCERS SWING to the sounds of Red Dog Riley at Cornwall Town Hall last Saturday 

Night.
Photo by Jonathan Blake

Letters to the Editor
Libraries should be better funded, not closed

Electing Hildie Stone would benefit everyone
I am writing to recommend 

Hildie Stone for the Bridport seat 
on the Addison Central School 
District Board. All voters in all 
ACSD towns have the opportunity 
to vote on this position, so I’d 
like to let you know why I’m 
supporting Hildie.

Being a mother and a political 
leader can mean balancing the 
demands of both worlds, striving to 
do what is best for one’s children 
and for the people you serve. 
This can be a challenge, one that 
requires staying informed, listening 
to the concerns of constituents, 
considering the opinions of experts, 
and weighing the pros and cons 
of each decision. But it is also a 
rewarding journey, with the right 
mix of dedication, compassion, 
and hard work. As a mom and PTO 
leader, Hildie has demonstrated all 
of these characteristics.

Hildie has devoted much of 
her time to providing a loving 
environment for her daughter’s 
growth and development, 
serving first as a homeschool 
teacher, before joining the school 
community and becoming vice 
president of the Bridport PTO. 
Through this role, Hildie has 
sought to improve not only the 

experience of her own child, 
but of all our school families, 
strengthening the many bonds 
among us.

As mother to a multiracial 
child, Hildie knows firsthand the 
importance of equity in the context 
of our school system. She brings 
both the shared experience of 
raising a child in our schools, and 
the unique perspective of ensuring 
that school provides a safe and 
uplifting space in which to learn. 
As the district moves forward with 
its next strategic plan, with a focus 
on equity at its core, Hildie would 
be an invaluable addition to the 
conversation.

Through my work with the John 
Graham shelter and the Addison 
County Community Trust, as well 
as my own personal experiences 
trying to support a family, I have 
witnessed the impacts of basic 
needs going unmet, as well as the 
benefits of meeting those needs 
through community support and 
compassionate policy. Within 
our schools, one of those basic 
needs is safety and freedom 
from harassment. Hildie believes 
strongly in this basic principle 
and would work to integrate it 
into decisions shaping our school 

culture and operations into the 
future.

Hildie is also candid and down 
to earth. She manages the financial 
side of her family’s small business, 
which has long been known as 
a trusted local provider of car 
repair services, a line of work that 
is staked on reputation. When 
communicating with Hildie, you 
can always be certain that she 
is being transparent, whatever 
the topic. As the district tackles 
difficult issues on the horizon, this 
reputation will contribute to our 
community’s sense of trust in the 
school board’s work.

Most importantly, Hildie views 
the world through more than just 
her own point of view. She makes 
an effort to challenge her own 
assumptions and consider the lived 
experiences of others around her. 
This empathetic quality drives her 
to seek creative and compassionate 
solutions that benefit her whole 
community. And indeed, our 
community would benefit greatly 
by choosing Hildie as one of our 
next leaders. 

Jubilee McGill
Bridport
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Addison County’s Hometown Dealer

36 Boardman St., 
Middlebury VT 05753

802-388-6718
gstonemotors.com

2149 Rt 7 South, 
Middlebury VT 05753
802-388-9961
stonecdjr.com

Lydia Terrier is turning 80!
Help celebrate her special day by mailing a card to:

248 Windy Knoll
Leicester, VT 05733

By MARIN HOWELL 
BRISTOL — The Mount 

Abraham Unified School District 
has hired Beth McGeorge to 
helm the district’s student support 
services. 

McGeorge has served as 
MAUSD’s interim director of 
student support services since 
July and was chosen last month to 
officially take other the position. 
The Waitsfield resident said she 
is excited to continue getting to 
know the MAUSD community and 
working together to meet the needs 
of the districts’ students.

“Everyone here has been so 
welcoming. That was a big part of 
me taking the job, I’ve felt very 
much a part of this community 
since right out of the gate,” 
McGeorge said. “I look forward to 
collaborating with these teams and 
looking at how all of us can meet 
student needs.” 

This past March, the district’s 
former director of student support 
services, Susan Bruhl, resigned to 
assume the role of early intervention 
and prevention 
coordinator, a 
position that was 
being revived within 
the MAUSD. Last 
month, MAUSD 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t 
Patrick Reen 
announced that the 
Director of Student 
Support Services 
search committee, 
c o m p r i s e d 
of a “broad 
representation of 
s t a k e h o l d e r s , ” 
had unanimously 
r e c o m m e n d e d 
McGeorge as the candidate of 
choice for the position. 

“We are excited to continue 
working with Beth in this capacity 
as we endeavor to strengthen our 
system of support for MAUSD 
students,” Reen wrote in the 
announcement. 

Prior to joining MAUSD, 

McGeorge spent 18 years working 
in the Harwood Union Unified 
School District, most recently 
serving as a special educator 
in the Waitsfield and Fayston 

elementary schools. As director 
of student support services at 
MAUSD, McGeorge oversees the 
district’s special education and 

ensures the district 
follows federal, 
state and district 
standards and that 
MAUSD students 
are receiving the 
services they need. 

McGeorge said 
now that she has 
settled into the 
position, she’s 
begun looking at 
how successful the 
current systems in 
place for supporting 
students are, 
specifically the 
district’s Multi-

Tiered System of Supports. 
MAUSD is currently looking 

at strengthening this system, in 
which levels of support build 
off one another depending on a 
student’s needs. In this structure, 
Tier 1 students receive regular 
instruction, Tier 2 students receive 
regular instruction and targeted 

support based on their needs, and 
Tier 3 students receive regular 
instruction, targeted support and 
additional support determined by 
an intensive support team.

“I’m bringing in my insight as a 
new person and looking at how that 
system is working,” McGeorge 
explained. “In trying to learn how 
it works, I’m also realizing what 
we need to work on.” 

One area of the support system 
that McGeorge and a team of 
coordinators, psychologists and 
administrators are looking to 
clarify and strengthen is the referral 
process. When students’ needs 
aren’t being met at the universal 
level of the multi-tiered system 
of supports, McGeorge and other 
administrators meet to discuss who 
can best meet those needs, such as 
a district-based social worker. 

McGeorge said the district 
has more social workers now 
than before the pandemic, and 
administrators are working to 
clarify the roles and expectations 
of the referral process to ensure 
students throughout the district get 
the services they need. 

“We have access to more staff, 
which is great, so we’re trying 
to make sure that we distribute 
it,” she said. “We’re just making 
sure that that system is inclusive 
and equitable and is including 
all students in our district so that 
everyone has access to it.” 

McGeorge said a big part of 
meeting students’ needs involves 
working together as an MAUSD 
community, and that’s something 
she’s looking forward to as she 
officially takes over the position.  

“I’m most excited about 
collaborating. There’s just a huge 
amount of resources in this district, 
veteran teachers and people that are 
really devoted to student learning, 
and family and community 
support,” she said. “I feel there 
needs to be a lot of collaboration 
and discussion within buildings 
and within our central office about 
how we can meet student needs.”

“There’s just a 
huge amount of 
resources in this 
district, veteran 
teachers and 
people that are 
really devoted to 
student learning, 
and family and 
community 
support.”

— Beth McGeorge 

MAUSD ups its student support

BETH MCGEORGE

By MARIN HOWELL 
BRISTOL —  Bristol police 

and town officials conducted a 
public hearing on the Bristol Police 
District budget for fiscal year 
2024 during Monday’s regular 
selectboard meeting at Holley Hall. 

On Town Meeting Day, next 
Tuesday, residents that live in the 
Bristol Police District (primarily 
the village) will consider a proposed 

spending plan of $599,348, which 
represents an increase of $94,769, 
or 18.8%, over this year. The 
proposed spending plan would 
require $456,181 to be raised by 
taxes. 

“The biggest change in our 
budget this year was the salary 
increases, and that was due to a 
negotiated contract between the 
police union members and the 

town,” Police Chief Bruce Nason 
said at the meeting. 

Fulltime salaries account for 
$265,884 of the proposed police 
district budget, compared to 
$213,489 in FY23. 

An additional informational 
meeting will be held in person 
and via Zoom during a special 
selectboard meeting on Monday, 
March 6, at 6:30 p.m. 

Bristol police budget up for vote on Tuesday

VERGENNES — Vergennes 
police reported that an elderly 
Vergennes resident told them on 
Feb. 20 she was scammed out of 
$7,000 by a caller who claimed she 
had to act quickly because her bank 
account had been compromised. 

Police said the caller told the 
woman she had to authorize him 
to purchase $7,000 of gift cards, 
including to Target and GameStop, 
in order to secure her account. She 
told police that she complied. 

Police hope to be able to recover 
an amount of money they said the 
woman told them represented her 
life savings, and they reported the 
crime to the FBI’s Cyber Crime 
unit.

As always, police strongly 
recommend that citizens not share 
any personal information or funds 
with a caller on the phone or an 
emailer online. In a case like this 
one, they said those who receive 
such a phone call can reach out to 
their bank to see if there really is a 
problem before acting.

Or, police said, they can call a 
friend or a family member to seek 

advice first.
Between Feb. 20 and 26, 

Vergennes police also conducted 
three cruiser patrols, eight traffic 
stops and one VIN inspection; 
fingerprinted seven job applicants; 
responded to a false alarm; and:

On Feb. 20:
• Rounded up two loose dogs 

on West Main Street and returned 
them to their home.

• Went along with Vergennes 
Area Rescue Squad to an Alden 
Place condo to help VARS deal 
with an uncooperative elderly 
frequent caller. Both agencies 
later made a similar visit on Feb. 
23. Police said they are working 
with Age Well and state officials 
in hopes of finding a more suitable 
home for the individual.

On Feb. 21 cited John Stokes, 
53, of Ferrisburgh for driving 
under the influence of drugs and, 
because he was driving with a teen 
in the car, reckless endangerment 
and cruelty to a child. The citations 
came after a Monkton Road traffic 
stop triggered by a call reporting 
erratic driving. 

On Feb. 22 went to the Valley 
Vista rehab center at 1 Alden Place 
to check out a report of a suspicious 
person knocking on its windows, 
but found no one.

On Feb. 24 ticketed and ordered 
towed two cars left out on Main 
Street during a snowstorm in 
violation of the city’s wintertime 
overnight parking ban.

On Feb. 25:
• After being told a man had left 

a Main Street home in a distraught 
frame of mind, found him on 
South Water Street. Police said he 
declined counseling and returned 
home with his fiancé.

• Arrested state of Georgia 
resident Britney Stewart, 33, on 
two outstanding felony warrants for 
aggravated assault with a weapon 
and criminal damage to property. 
Police lodged Stewart at the 
Chittenden Regional Correctional 
Facility after discovering the 
warrants for her arrest following 
a traffic stop and confirming with 
Henry County, Ga., authorities 
they wished to extradite her.

 

Vergennes Police Log
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Letters to the Editor

Makleff and Whelan-Wuest will rebuild trust
Please join me in voting for 

Ron Makleff and Ellen Whelan-
Wuest for ACSD school Board. As 
a current Board member myself, 
I know these two will contribute 
to building healthy, vibrant, and 
high-achieving schools across our 
district that our communities can 
trust and rely on. They’re exactly 
the kinds of colleagues I’d like 
to work with to rebuild trust and 
fairness across our district’s towns 
and communities.

Ron, who lives with his family in 
Middlebury, is a seasoned educator 
who has taught across the world, 
including in war zones, at the 
middle, high school, and college 
level. His commitment to public 
education stems from this work, 
but also his hope that his young son 
will soon attend Mary Hogan and 
find a thriving and diverse school.

More than any other recent 
candidate from Middlebury, Ron 
understands the cultural and 
economic divides that tear at the 
fabric of our district, especially 
between Middlebury and our rural 
elementary schools. Ron supports 
the rights of rural towns to have 
an equitable voice in the decision 

to close their schools. He plans to 
focus his time on the Board fighting 
to improve educational standards.

He’s also not afraid to tackle big 
issues. In his interview with the 
Addy Indy, Ron offered a critical 
look at our district’s IB program. 
Having spoken with many teachers, 
parents and IB students over the 
last year, I know the questions he 
raises are often asked among many 
across the district.

Ellen Whelan-Wuest is currently 
the Cornwall representative on our 
board, and I hope she can continue 
in that role. I’ve known Ellen and 
her family for many years. She’s 
an extremely competent and caring 
advocate for our communities, 
which is why she was my first 
choice to replace Peter Conlon on 
the board after he resigned.

Professionally, Ellen’s work in 
criminal justice reform means she 
is constantly looking for policy 
solutions that appeal to groups 
with divergent political views. Her 
experience here will be helpful as 
our board faces hard choices in 
a community with a diversity of 
viewpoints on the future of our 
schools.

Locally, Ellen has helped 
our community fill a critical 
void by developing a non-profit 
independent childcare center for 
infants and toddlers. We need this 
kind of solutions-oriented advocacy 
work on our board. During her 
short time on the board so far, Ellen 
has shown she’s committed to 
community-oriented schools, and 
cares deeply about the classroom 
environment, pledging to focus on 
ensuring our kids have appropriate 
teacher-to-student ratios for the best 
learning outcomes.

Both candidates have been 
endorsed by the local grassroots 
group Rights and Democracy, and 
have shown their commitment to 
asking hard questions about the 
future of our schools, no matter 
where they are across our district. 
Building on their professional 
backgrounds as educators and child 
advocates, I believe both are the 
kinds of leaders our kids, families, 
teachers, and administrators can 
count on to show up and put in 
the hard work to build a stronger 
ACSD.

Jamie McCallum
Weybridge

The other day I was traveling in 
Middlebury and coming off Middle 
Road to go to the dollar store. I was 
going to turn in where I usually do, 
right into the lot. Good thing I was 
paying attention, or I could have 
crashed into a concrete barrier that 
somebody used to block off the 
driveway.

Well, after looking into the 
matter, I discovered that the town 
of Middlebury decided this was a 
“dangerous driveway.” Dangerous, 
what, no more dangerous than 
coming out of McDonalds drive-
through, where most drivers want 
to go left but that’s usually full until 
the light changes, but the drivers 
that want to go right can’t and some 
go into the right lane and make the 
left, cutting off other drivers. I have 
seen this with my own eyes.

Is the town now going to check 
out all potential “dangerous 
driveways” and place concrete to 
close them off?

Getting back to the original 

driveway on Middle Road, are 
there statistics proving there were 
mishaps there? Come on, don’t 
folks have anything better to do? 
That driveway has been there 
forever before the dollar store. 
It was a bowling alley. I used 
to deliver mail and that was the 
driveway to get to the drop-off box. 
Now anyone who wants to go that 
way will have to turn by the recycle 
station. I’m sure they won’t be 
happy about that.

Gee, maybe you could block 
that off. You can make the right 
at the light of Middle Road to get 
there, then when you come out, 
turn left on Route 7. That would be 
dangerous.

I’m sure the owner of the 
dollar market, who is a member 
on the board is a great asset to 
the community. Now he has one 
less entrance to get in and out of. 
What’s next?

Norman Beerman
Salisbury

‘Dangerous’ label seems arbitrary

OPINION? Email it to:
news@addisonindependent.com
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All candidates 
should get Q&A

Sugaring a sweet learning option

New hobby prompts big questions

(See Harlin letter, Page 5A)(See Jessie, Page 5A)

(See Ways, Page 5A)

It was with great anticipation 
that I sat down this morning 
to read through the Q&A of 
candidates vying for a seat on 
the ACSD board, only to be 
disappointed that all candidates 
were not questioned. While it was 
explained that only the candidates 
in contested races had their views 
presented, I have to wonder 
what that says about the Addison 
Independent’s view of voters. Just 
because a candidate is running 
unopposed, please don’t suppose 
that voters are not interested in 
what they have to say on the 
issues. Ms. Romp, and indeed 
the entire ACSD community, was 
done a disservice by leaving her 
views out of the Q&A.

Susan Scott
Salisbury

Tri-Town official 
seeks re-election 

I have served on the Board 
of Commissioners for Tri-Town 
Water District for over 10 years. 
In 2019, my fellow commissioners 
elected me to the position of 
vice-chair, serving alongside our 
Chairman, Darwin Pratt. I take 
very seriously my role on the board 
and understand the importance of 
providing clean and safe drinking 
water to our member towns.

As with a lot of other water 
distribution systems in the country, 
our is aging and needs strategic 
investments to maintain water 
quality and reliability. We have 
recently implemented a meter 
replacement initiative the district, 
which will allow us to more 
accurately and efficiently collect 
customer usage data. We are 
actively strategically planning to 
keep our infrastructure operating 
to its fullest potential for our 
generation and many to come after 
us.

I feel a sense of responsibility to 
serve my community and the hope 
that the voting residents of Addison 
will continue to place their trust in 
me.

Steve Kayhart
Addison

Little burg hosts 
a lot of talent

My guilty little pleasure is the 
magazine Architectural Record, 
perhaps the most important 
chronicle of building today. When 
I got to p.16 of the February 
edition I yelped out loud, for there 
was a glowing 3-page feature 
on Middlebury architect John 
McLeod — and it’s the second 
time the magazine has featured 
his firm. Congrats, John. What an 
amazing accomplishment.

These days I’m constantly 
reminded of the world-class talent 
around here — writers, musicians, 
photographers, artists. (I’ll throw 
Clint Bierman into that group. The 
world will catch up to him any day 
now.) There’s a lot of big talent in 
this little burg.

Doug Anderson
Middlebury

Kramer touted 
for ACSD panel

Around
the

bend
By Jessie Raymond

By Andrea
Murname

Ways of
Seeing

Sugaring is a Vermont tradition. Now it’s part of a 
tradition at Bristol Elementary School as well. Each 
year students from Casey Underwood’s kindergarten 
class and my second-grade team head out into the woods 
across the street with one intention: making syrup. This 
project gets our young learners outside into Nature’s 
Classroom, which opens doors to curiosity, imagination 
and ownership. 

It’s easy to forget the labor-intensive work that goes 
into making maple syrup. It is so 
readily available that we take that 
sweet pour for granted. The same is 
true for educating our youth. Great 
work goes into “making sweet 
second graders.” It’s more than 
teaching them to write complete 
sentences, read grade level material 
and accurately solve math problems. 
It’s about instilling a sense of 
pride, encouraging questioning skills, communicating 
effectively, practicing perseverance, discovering nature 
and working hard on a project from start to finish. That’s 
what happens in the woods across from our school on 
Mountain Street every March.

It all starts in the classroom, reading about maple 
sugaring and building excitement about the process. 
Kids ask questions, share their stories, and make 
predictions about how much sap we’ll collect and how 
much syrup we’ll make. “I think we’ll collect a million 
gallons of sap.” Well, maybe a bit less. 

We begin tapping the trees, thirteen in all, letting 
kids help drill the holes and place the taps. Their first 
reward is the instant flow of sap that immediately gets 
swallowed up by hungry mouths at the end of our taps. 
The woods are filled with a rousing “My turn!” until 

all have had a taste. Then kids carefully hang the metal 
buckets and cover them with lids. With snow-covered 
hats, lost mittens, red cheeks and soggy boots, we return 
to the classroom and wait. 

Now the kindergarten team puts together a book using 
photos from our experience to practice sequencing in a 
story, and my second graders document their learning in 
a Maple Journal. One student muses, “I think our syrup 
will be a golden color like sunflowers.”

Another student writes, “The bugs 
add protein.” and another shares, 
“We went out to gather sap today, 
but it was frozen solid. We dumped 
out the ice and hung the buckets 
back up. Better luck next time.” 

But the recipe for this project goes 
beyond our regular lesson plans. It’s 
the ping! — that rewarding sound 
the first drips of sap make when they 

hit the metal bucket — bringing smiles to all who hear 
it. It’s the questions that eagerly flow from the kids like 
sap from the trees. Why do we tap on the south side of 
trees? How do you know that’s a sugar maple? How 
many gallons of sap do we need for one gallon of syrup? 
It’s the wide-mouthed faces captured in photographs as 
each child removes the cover and discovers a bucketful 
of sap. It’s the disappointment of a dropped bucket 
and lost sap on the forest floor. It’s the camaraderie 
that comes from working together. It’s finding insects 
floating in the buckets and the icy sapsicles on frigid 
days. 

Over the next couple of weeks, we trudge across the 
street a few times each week to empty our buckets and 
haul them back to school, arms laden with containers 

I am writing to endorse Chris 
Kramer for Addison County 
School District Board. As a father 
of two young children attending 
school in our district, Chris is 
fully invested in the future of 
our schools, the success of our 
students, and the strength of our 
towns.

As a community, we face 
significant challenges, including 
the hiring of a new superintendent, 
staffing shortages, budgetary 
challenges, and addressing the 
post-pandemic needs of our 
students. Chris has the experience 
and dedication to tackle these 
challenges head-on. He will bring 
a fresh energy to the ACSD board, 
working to ensure that our schools 
continue to provide the highest 
quality education possible for all 
of our students.

I believe that Chris is the right 
candidate because he has the 
unusual ability to see the big 
picture, sift through endless data, 
formulate creative solutions, and 

As an older adult, I’ve been doing a lot of thinking 
lately, asking myself life’s big questions. For example: 
What is a six-letter word for “scraps”?

I recently discovered the New York Times crossword.
Until a few weeks ago, I hadn’t looked at a Times 

crossword since I was a teenager; my dad was an 
aficionado.

In my memory, crosswords 
related strictly to general knowledge 
— of which I possessed little as a 
13-year-old — and obscure words 
the crossword creator used just 
to get all the letters to fit together. 
By watching my father, I came 
away knowing only that some 
dude named “Disraeli” had been in 
politics somewhere and that “ort” 
meant “table scrap.”

To me, “ort” was proof that crosswords were 
dumb. To this day, I have never heard that word in 
conversation or read it in a book. Disillusioned by 
crossword creators who would resort to such a crutch, 
I avoided crosswords for the next 40 years. (I was busy 
with other stuff anyway.)

Recently, however, I found myself scanning the New 
York Times games page online. On a whim, I decided 
to try the daily crossword. I clicked on Monday’s 
puzzle and, to my surprise, knew the answer to every 
clue: “Barack _____,” “Number of days in a week,” 
“Opposite of ‘over.’” I finished the puzzle in 8 minutes 

and 38 seconds. 
I had no idea I was so smart.
Apparently, by virtue of existing for over five 

decades, I’d expanded my vocabulary, learned about 
the world and become some sort of crossword savant. 
To think I’d ignored my special talent all these years.

I woke up Tuesday morning 
eager to tackle the day’s puzzle and, 
with any luck, beat Monday’s time. 
But Tuesday’s puzzle took a little 
longer, and I got a couple of clues 
wrong. 

No big deal; I figured I’d bounce 
back on Wednesday. But that puzzle 
was even harder. 

By Thursday, after I gawked 
at the puzzle for several minutes 
— “Etruscan cart”? “Treeless 

grassland in Southeast Asia”? — I assumed I was 
suffering from some sort of rapid cognitive decline and 
should probably see a doctor.

It wasn’t until I opened the Saturday puzzle, whose 
grid was larger than the others, that I remembered 
something my dad had told me: The puzzles are 
designed to get more challenging as the week 
progresses.

So much for Monday’s delusions of genius. (On the 
bright side, I got to cancel the MRI.)

Crosswords rely on one’s broad knowledge of 

Just one more
TEN-YEAR-OLD Sebastian Grant runs up the sledding hill behind the Middlebury Rec Center on 

Sunday trying to fit in another run before parents call him and his friends home for the day.
Independent photo/John S. McCright 

Next Tuesday, March 7, is Town Meeting Day. Many towns have their 
official meetings on Monday evening March 6, with Australian balloting 
the next day. 

In today’s Addison Independent, we’ve researched the issues, budgets 
and races and written up concise previews of each of the county’s 23 
municipalities — it’s all there for readers to pore over these next few days 
and be ready to cast your votes next Monday and Tuesday.

One of the more complex races in the county features 10 candidates 
running for five open seats in four races on the 13-member Addison 
Central School District board. The races feature:

• Chris Kramer, Jeffrey Taylor and Ellen Whelan-Wuest, who are 
competing for a one-year spot representing Cornwall. Whelan-Wuest is 
the current incumbent, having been appointed to the spot following the 
January resignation of longtime ACSD board member Peter Conlon.

• Patricia Allen, Jason Chance, Laura Harthan and Ron Makleff are 
competing for two available seats representing Middlebury.

• Incumbent Suzanne Buck faces competition from Hilda Stone for 
Bridport’s three-year seat on the board.

• A fifth spot on the panel, for a three year-seat representing Salisbury, 
has but one taker — Ellie Romp.

When forming the district and writing the district charter, the ACSD 
specified that all candidates will be elected at-large, meaning votes for 
all races will be cast by residents in all seven ACSD towns: Bridport, 
Cornwall, Weybridge, Shoreham, Salisbury, Ripton and Middlebury. Most 
districts restrict voting to just the candidates representing a voter’s town, 
but the decision at ACSD was to encourage voters to think of the district 
as one unified school with all towns acting as one.

It’s a good theory but knowing all the candidates can be challenging. 
The good news is that the district has an abundance of talent seeking the 
five available seats, and all seats are challenged, except the lone Salisbury 
seat, which, barring a successful write-in candidate, will go to Ellie Romp.

For the other four seats on the ACSD, two of the nine candidates stand 
out: 

• In the three-person race for the one-year seat representing Cornwall, 
Ellen Whelan-Wuest has the skills and talents that would serve the 
district well in the years to come. A graduate of Middlebury College, a 
Cornwall resident, wife and mother of two young children, she is already 
active on several greater-Middlebury area boards, and has recently helped 
established a new childcare center at Middlebury’s Congregational 
Church — the Red Clover Children’s Center.  Importantly, in her 
professional career she works resolving complex problems using data to 
understand the issues and collaborative processes that bring all parties 
together to reach the best possible solution.

“I love working on complex issues, using data to formulate possible 
solutions, and then bringing all the parties together to come up with 
workable compromises,” she recently said in an Addison Independent 
interview. As importantly, she believes in keeping an open mind, and 
being transparent to all stakeholders (especially voters). 

In the candidate questions poised in the Addison Independent last week, 
she was articulate, specific and right on the money. She doesn’t waffle 
when she knows an answer, and when answers aren’t apparent (like how 
the district should approach a recent study that revealed an immediate 
need of $11 million to fix critical shortcomings at ACSD facilities and up 
to $100 million to make school facilities shine) she lays out the process by 
which the school board should break down the issues in bite-size pieces 
and get to work.

As an appointee to the board for the past month replacing Cornwall 
representative Peter Conlon, after he stepped down to pursue a heavier 
workload in the state Legislature, she has the support of Conlon and other 
board members, as well as many others who have shown their support 
through letters and other measures. 

She would make an excellent board member and has our support.
• In the two-person race for the one-seat in Bridport, Suzanne Buck’s 

vast amount of experience on education issues is impossible to top. She 
has spent several terms serving the district on many ad hoc committees 
not only locally, but also at the state level. She’s also a teacher and 
understands the realities in the classroom as well as the needs of the 
community. She’s articulate, intelligent and a diehard believer in public 
education who seeks to make the ACSD the best district possible. With 
the tasks of replacing a superintendent and principal at the high school, 
plus facility planning, consolidation questions, the pros and cons of the 
district’s International Baccalaureate program, and improving student 
outcomes post-pandemic, having a steady voice of experience on the 
board for the next three years is well-advised. For those reasons and more, 
she has our vote.

Of the four candidates running for the two Middlebury seats, all would 
bring fresh perspectives to the board with varying degrees of experience. 
To our eyes, Patricia Allen, who has worked as the children’s librarian 
at Ilsley Library for the past decade, has a leg-up from that unique 
experience. 

But don’t take our word for it. We encourage all voters to review 
each candidate on their own, and take the time to go to MiniBury’s 
preview of the election, which also features the MCTV interviews 
(each about 14 minutes long). It’s a valuable resource (https://minibury.
com/get-to-know-the-acsd-school-board-candidates/) and gives voters 
an opportunity to hear the candidates talk one-on-one with a MUHS 
student interviewer. 

The questions facing the ACSD board, and all school boards, over the 
next several years are complex and crucial to our school’s success; it 
behooves us all to spend the time needed to make informed choices.

Angelo Lynn

TM: Each vote matters
ACSD: Whelan-Wuest, Buck stand out
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Fun Activities  •  New Friendships  •  Delicious Meals
Transportation Provided  •  Flexible Schedules

 “Coming to Project Independence 
is the best part of my day….”

We invite 
you to call to 

schedule a visit 
and tour!

Call Eileen at 
388-3983  

of sweet sap which we measure and 
record. Then into the walk-in cooler 
in the back of the kitchen, where our 
sap awaits the next step in the sugar 
cycle. When we collect enough sap, 
our incredible School Nutrition 
Manager, Bertha Jarvis, jumps in. 
She helps us boil those gallons of 
sap on the back burner for days at 
a time. Kids head to the lunchroom 

Ways
(Continued from Page 4A)

periodically to view the process and 
check the thickness of the sweet 
bubbling sap. 

After much anticipation, the hard 
work pays off with a pitcher of 
Vermont maple syrup. Each child 
is served a warm pile of pancakes 
with melted butter and our very 
own sweet maple syrup dripping 
down the sides. With sticky fingers 
and full bellies, kids share their 
thoughts about our syrup. Ratings 
range from double thumbs up 
to “best syrup ever.” Comments 
abound regarding who ate the most 

pancakes and what we should call 
our now-famous syrup. Stellar 
Syrup won some votes as did 
Murwood Syrup and Bristol Best. 
In the end we made a sweet treat 
and sweet memories. This yearly 
tradition yields a small amount of 
maple syrup but an abundance of 
curious, eager and capable learners. 

Andrea Murname is a second-
grade teacher at Bristol Elementary 
School. She has been a public school 
teacher for over 25 years, educating 
children in Gallup, N.M., and upstate 
New York as well as in Bristol.

Jessie 
(Continued from Page 4A)

Letters to the Editor

Our schools need to be part of the climate solution

Letters can be found on Pages 4A, 5A, 7A, 8A, 9A 

On February 2, 1936, exactly 
45 years to the day before I was 
born, one of baseball’s greatest 
pitchers, Christy Matthewson, was 
officially voted into the inaugural 
class of the baseball Hall of Fame. 
To this day, Matthewson still 
holds the all-time World Series 
records of four shutouts and 10 
complete games. Yet in his time, 
Matthewson was known as much 
for his integrity as for his skills 
on the mound. He was so honest, 
umpires were said to have checked 
with him when they were unsure 
of a call, and he would sometimes 
give it to the opposing team.

At a time when baseball players 
were known for hard drinking and 
carousing, Christy Matthewson 
stood out for his good character. 
He was a role model, and he knew 
it. Speaking about his young fans, 
he said, “I feel very strongly that 
it is my duty to show those youth 
the good, clean, honest values that 
I was taught by my mother when I 
was a youngster.”

Some people, like Christy 
Matthewson, make an immediate, 
universal impression as honest and 
trustworthy. As we enter into our 
superintendent search process here 
in the Addison Central School 
District, we would be fortunate 
to find just such a person. It is no 
secret that trust has hung in the 
balance since we consolidated as 
a unified district. A leader who, 
by their very nature, projects 
sincerity and engenders universal 
trust, would go a long way toward 
shoring up confidence in our 
decision-making processes.

A few years after Matthewson 
retired from baseball, the writer 
George Orwell traveled to Burma 
to enlist in the British imperial 
police force. Yet soon after 
witnessing the overpowering 
of this remote land and people, 

he transformed into one of the 
world’s best-known critics of 
authoritarian rule. Today, his 
books, such as “Animal Farm” 
and “1984,” are still read regularly 
in schools, more than 70 years 
after they were first published.

Orwell’s real-world 
observations led him to change 
course. Often, this can be the 
hardest thing to do. As we seek 
a new leader for our district, we 
should look for someone who can 
make the hard choice to change 
course, if necessary, based on 
real-world observation. We have 
made several important decisions 
over the past few years, from 
consolidating our sixth grade into 
Middlebury Union Middle School, 
to implementing the International 
Baccalaureate curriculum. It is 
imperative that we be willing 
to evaluate the results, and shift 
direction if necessary, even if 
it means swallowing our pride. 
The same holds true for the many 
important decisions that face our 
district in the near future.

That future, not only here 
but across our state, anchored 
Governor Scott’s inaugural 
address this year. Honoring 
retiring Senator Patrick Leahy, 
the governor reflected, “What 
better way to honor Senator 
Leahy’s legacy than to deliver 
for your small communities the 
way he has delivered for our 
small state.” His address laid out 
a vision in which “our largest 
cities and our smallest towns have 
safe, welcoming neighborhoods, 
healthy downtowns, and reliable 
and resilient infrastructure.”

Underlying this vision is a 
central fact: Our towns are what 
make Vermont, Vermont. Today, 
in so many of our towns, our 
schools stand at the center. Recent 
Gallup polls have consistently 

shown Vermont to be 50th out 
of the 50 states in regular church 
attendance. About 15 years ago, 
the Vermont Retail and Grocer’s 
Association counted around 250 
country stores across the state; 
today the number is about 90. 
Now more than ever, we rely on 
our schools to instill Vermont 
values in the next generation. 
Those values are not measured on 
assessment tests, but they provide 
strength and a solid foundation 
to our kids, as much as any 
curriculum.

Our next district leader must 
have an appreciation for Vermont 
values. Those values are enshrined 
in our school buildings and 
emanate from our town centers. 
They are at the heart of the 
governor’s vision, one that we can 
hope our new superintendent will 
share.

Our athletes, writers, political 
leaders, and other public figures 
can all serve as role models to our 
children and communities. Here 
in our school district, however, 
the superintendent is our top 
role model, one who all our kids 
should be able to look up to as 
an example to emulate. If we are 
fortunate enough to find a person 
of unequivocal integrity, with the 
humility to course-correct, and the 
vision to promote our town values 
through our town schools, we will 
have identified a potential role 
model for all of us.

Chris Kramer
Cornwall

bring people together to get things 
done. His work as co-chair of 
the Friends of Cornwall School 
group creating partnerships with 
parents, teachers, staff, the town 
selectboard, and businesses 
throughout the district to create a 
much-needed afterschool program 
for Cornwall’s elementary 
students is just one example of his 
ability to bring our community 
together around a common goal.

Furthermore, Chris is a tireless 
advocate for accountability, 
transparency and engagement, 
who is not afraid to speak up and 
take action when necessary, even 
when it is difficult. While he may 
question the status quo, Chris has 
a positive, collaborative approach 
to leadership, and a deep sense 
of fairness and the rare ability to 
challenge his own assumptions 
when faced with new information.

While I am buoyed by the large 

field of candidates competing 
to do such important work in an 
often thankless position, I urge 
my fellow community members 
to join me in voting for Chris 
Kramer for the ACSD board. 
With his passion, experience, and 
commitment to our children’s 
education, he will be an invaluable 
asset to our community and our 
schools.

Wendy Harlin
Ripton

Harlin letter
(Continued from Page 4A)

everything from current events to 
pop culture, which can be tough. 
Call me sheltered, but I don’t 
know  any Finnish Olympic bronze 
medalists or the singer famous for 
her 2013 hit “Hot Pockets.”

To make it harder, the creators 
sneak in abbreviations, slang 
and foreign phrases and give no 
indication as to the number of 
words in each answer. By the end 
of the week, I hate whoever these 
people are.

But the puzzles also involve 
a lot of clever wordplay I didn’t 
know about when I was younger, 
clues that demand less fact 
knowledge and more creative 
thinking. These are indicated by 
question marks. “Who to call 
after a crash?” for instance, has 
nothing to do with emergency 
services; instead, you need “IT 
support.” Get it?

However, clues like “A frog’s 
statistician?” or “John Wayne on a 
city bus?” can totally elude me until 

I fill in some of the letters shared 
by other clues. Unfortunately, 
those tend to be nuggets like “1938 
Stroganoff Prize winner ____ 
Ztlaki.” 

In the harder puzzles, the clues are 
purposely vague, as demonstrated 
by the aforementioned “scraps.” Is 
the answer a verb or noun meaning 
“scuffles” or “fights”? Is it a verb 
meaning “discards,” as one does 
with a junk car? Or a noun meaning 
“leftovers,” as in pieces of fabric 
or bits of food — orts, one might 
reluctantly say?

I mull over these curious clues 
throughout the day, and sometimes, 
out of nowhere, the answers just 
come to me. That’s how it was last 
Thursday, when I was cleaning the 
bathroom, whispering “scraps” 
like a secret incantation.

Suddenly yelling, “I’ve got it!” I 
dropped the toilet brush and ran to 
the laptop.

I’m pleased to report that the 
answer to at least one of life’s big 
questions is, in fact, “melees.”

I was pleased to see all the ACSD 
schoolboard candidates’ replies to 
your five queries last week. All were 
thoughtful and were responsive to 
your questions.

I wish that in question 4, you 
had also asked the candidates 
their views about how to make 
the schools’ physical plant more 
climate-friendly in the course of 
the needed maintenance, repair 
and replacement. None of them 
addressed that issue spontaneously.

All three of our school districts 
in Addison County, and the 
Hannaford Career Center, have 
many substantial buildings that 
need heat (and air conditioning) 
and are currently major consumers 
of fossil fuels. If we are to reduce 
our consumption of fossil fuels 

county-wide, our schools have to be 
part of the solution. The threefold 
mantra for achieving that goal is: 
Electrify Everything! Decarbonize 
the Electricity! Meanwhile, reduce 
fossil fuel use that you can’t 
eliminate yet. Replacing propane, 
natural gas or fuel oil boilers 
with cold-climate heat pumps 
supports the Electrify Everything 
strategy. Adding solar panels to 
produce electricity on-site supports 
the second strategy. Improving 
insulation and building tightness 
supports the third.

It might not be prudent to replace 
most fossil fuel-burning heating 
equipment till it is near or at the 
end of its expected useful life. But 
when we do need to replace such 
equipment, installation of cold-

climate heat pump technology needs 
to be part of the decision matrix. It 
may cost more to install than just 
replacing existing boilers, but it will 
save on monthly bills for years to 
come and protect the district from 
price volatility in the fossil fuels 
market.

While not the focus of this 
letter, the three school boards also 
have an opportunity now to press 
their school bus contractor to start 
replacing gasoline and diesel buses 
with electric ones.

Next time, please do ask school 
board candidates a question that 
addresses climate-friendliness of 
building renovation projects, as well 
as how the costs will be managed.

Richard S. Hopkins
Middlebury

New superintendent should be ‘top role model’
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If you want a monument - get it from a monument dealer!

Celebrating 92 years | 1930-2022

57 Main St., New Haven   |   802-453-3433 
CleggsMemorials.com    |   info@cleggsmemorials.com

WE DO OUR OWN
Drafting  •  Lettering  •  Sandblast 

Cleaning   •   Foundations
Setting  •  Restoration

EXPERIENCE  |  QUALITY  |  VALUE

Family owned and operated
Addison County’s ONLY full  

service monument company 

C LEGGS  
M E MORIALS

BARRE 
GRANITE

ASSOCIATION
RETAIL

MEMBER

A Celebration of Life, for those left behind, helps those 
family members and friends with closure. Even though 

your loved one says “I just want to be cremated – no 
funeral,” they forget the Celebration of Life service is 

not for them, but for the ones left behind. A service is a 
healthy way to say good-bye.

Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral Home  
117 South Main St. Middlebury, VT  

802-388-2311
sandersonfuneralservice.com

Cremation
with a Service

ObituariesADDISON
COUNTY

Anne Tracy, 83, of Meriden, N.H.
MERIDEN, N.H. — Anne Tracy 

died on Feb. 17, 2023, at age 83. 
Anne was born in Nashua, N.H., 
Sep. 27, 1939, daughter of Stephen 
P. Tracy and Dorothy (Lougee) 
Tracy. 

She graduated from Colby Junior 
College (now Colby-Sawyer 
College) in 1959 and Middlebury 
College in 1961, moving to the 
ancestral farm in Cornish, N.H. in 
1965. There she farmed and bred 
Border Collies, Thoroughbred 
and Anglo-Arab horses, Suffolk 
and Romney sheep, Alpine goats, 
donkeys, and part-Siamese cats. 
She was also a free-lance writer 
and photographer, especially at the 
Green Mountain Horse Association 
in South Woodstock, Vt. She 
moved to Meriden, N.H., in 2015, 
where her father was born and 
her grandfather was headmaster 

ANNE TRACY

at Kimball Union Academy. She 
was a member of the Meriden 

Congregational Church.  
She leaves a sister, Barbara 

Tracy Ross of Princeton, N.J., and 
cousins.

There will be no calling hours. 
She will be buried in the family plot 
in Meriden’s Gleason Cemetery in 
a private ceremony. A celebration 
of her life will be held later in the 
spring.

In lieu of flowers, contributions 
in her memory may be made to the 
Meriden Congregational Church, 
8 Mitchell Drive, Meriden NH 
03770; the Meriden Library, 22 
Bean Road, Meriden NH 03770, 
or Kimball Union Academy, 7 
Campus Center Drive, Meriden, 
NH 03770.

Ricker Funeral Homes & 
Crematory of Lebanon and 
Enfield, N.H., has been entrusted 
with arrangements. ◊

SALISBURY — Barbara 
Ann LaFave, 73, passed away 
peacefully at her home surrounded 
by her family on Thursday, Feb. 23, 
2023. She was born in Middlebury, 
Vt., on June 6, 1949, the daughter 
of Wilson and Charlotte (Cooper) 
Stone. 

She received her early education 
in Salisbury and attended 
Middlebury High School. On 
Aug. 17, 1968, she was married 
to Richard LaFave in Middlebury. 
Barbara was a lifelong resident of 
Salisbury, where she and Richard 
made their home only a mile from 
her childhood home. Her family 
was the center of her life. She loved 
caring for everyone and was known 
as an incredible cook — no one ever 
left hungry. She loved the holidays 
and was very artistic in her home 
decorating and gardening. She had 
a real green thumb for her flowers 
and gardens. Barbara also loved the 
ocean and the many cruises they 
enjoyed.

Barbara is survived by her 

BARBARA ANN LAFAVE

husband of 54 years, Richard, of 
Salisbury; two sons, Bryan LaFave 
and his wife Pam of Salisbury, 
and Eric LaFave of Colchester; 
her favorite granddaughter Hailey 
LaFave and her nephew Robert 
Stone; two brothers,  James 
(Shirley) Stone and Michael Stone; 
four sisters, Jean (Jim) Ploof, 

Barbara Ann LaFave, 73, of Salisbury
Virginia ( Don) Desrocher, Annette 
(Eugene) Allen and Cecilia (Lou) 
Balough; and  several nieces, 
nephews and cousins.

She is also survived by her special 
friends whom she considered 
family, Henry, Brenda and Allison 
Haskell.

Besides her parents she was 
predeceased by her twin brother, 
Burton Stone, and her brother 
Robert Stone.

Her family would like to extend 
a special thank you to Addison 
County Home Health & Hospice for 
the care and support they provided.

A graveside committal service 
and interment will take place in the 
West Salisbury Cemetery at a later 
date, to be announced.

Memorial contributions in her 
memory may be made to Addison 
County Home Health and Hospice, 
PO Box 754, Middlebury, VT 
05753

Arrangements are under the 
direction of the Miller & Ketcham 
Funeral Home, Brandon. ◊

“And when the folk there spy me,
They will all come up to me,
With ‘Here is the Fiddler of 

Dooney!’
And dance like a wave of the 

sea.”
— William Butler Yeats

MIDDLEBURY — Jonathan 
Trumbull Isham Sr. died peacefully 
at home on Feb. 21, 2023, spending 
his last days with Libby Isham, his 
loving and much-loved wife of 67 
years, and his devoted family.

Jon was born in New York, 
N.Y., on Feb. 24, 1929, to Ralph 
Heyward Isham and Margaret 
(Hurt) Isham. After schooling at 
St. George’s School in Newport, 
R.I., and at Yale, where he was a 
star for the Dramatic Association 
and a member of Berzelius and the 
Aurelian Honor Society, Jon served 
as a roughneck in Louisiana in the 
early 1950s. He then enlisted in 
the Air Force, serving his country 
in London as a Special Agent for 
Scotland Yard.

Starting in the mid-1950s, 
Jon worked in New York City 
in executive recruiting and 
investment banking, including 
as the Vice-Chairman of Drexel 
Burnham Lambert. In the 1970s, 
while serving on the board of St. 
George’s School, he launched 
with Captain Stephen Connett 
the school’s Geronimo Program, 
“an experiential marine science 
program designed to develop 

JONATHAN TRUMBULL 
ISHAM SR.

leadership and seamanship skills.”
In 1979, Libby and Jon moved 

to Newport, R.I., where they made 
many dear friends and supported 
a range of local organizations, 
including the Boys and Girls Club, 
the Redwood Library, the Newport 
Historical Society, and the Naval 
War College. In the 1980s Jon also 
was a proud member of the White 
House Commission on Presidential 
Scholars.

In 2004, Libby and Jon settled 
into their Middlebury home. Jon 
loved his years in Addison County, 
buying his first pair of jeans upon 
arrival and bringing his love of 
storytelling and good company to 
volunteer work alongside Libby 

Jonathan Trumbull Isham Sr., 93, of Middlebury
with Everybody Wins, Meals on 
Wheels, and the Charter House. He 
was also a dedicated bridge player 
and a founder of the Grumpy 
Geezer Group, a source of daily 
morning wisdom at the Middlebury 
Coop for many years. A gifted chef 
and a boisterous raconteur, Jon 
was at his happiest when hosting 
friends and family by Libby’s side. 

In addition to his wife Libby, Jon 
is survived by daughters Margaret 
Isham and Elizabeth Nichols 
(Foster Nichols); son Jonathan 
Isham (Tracy Himmel Isham); 
grand-children Julia Maddox 
(Ross Maddox), Holly Hughes 
(Christopher Garay), Ted Nichols 
(Jenny Wolahan), Libby Willson 
(Jack Willson), Faith Isham, Katie 
Isham and Lily Isham; and great-
grandchildren Samuel Hughes 
Maddox, Max Hughes Garay, 
Abigail Isham Garay and Elizabeth 
Wade Willson. 

Jon’s family offer deep gratitude 
to the many caregivers who 
supported him during his final 
months, including the patient staff 
of Porter Medical Center and Helen 
Porter Rehabilitation and the caring 
leaders of the Palliative Care Team 
and Addison County Home Health 
Hospice.

The family will hold a private 
service. In lieu of flowers, 
please make donations to a civic 
organization that spreads love and 
mirth, in equal measure. ◊

(Bruce) Halliday of Pittsford, and 
Marc and Manny (Sandro Manuel 

BRANDON — Gordon Francis 
Halliday, age 73, passed peacefully 
on Wednesday, Feb. 15, 2023, at 
his home in Brandon with family 
by his side.

Gordon was born in Middlebury 
on Aug. 8, 1949. He was the son 
of Albert and Helen (Schroeder) 
Halliday. He grew up in Leicester, 
where he received his early 
education, and attended Otter 
Valley Union High School. He 
was a veteran of the Vietnam War, 
having served in the United States 
Army, as a Helicopter Mechanic. 
Following his honorable discharge, 
he furthered his education 
and became a licensed aircraft 
mechanic. He enjoyed fishing, 
traveling, and going to the casino.

He is survived by three sons, 
Michael Halliday and Elise Hope of 
Chittenden, Matthew and Christine 

GORDON FRANCIS 
HALLIDAY 

Gordon Francis Halliday, 73, of Brandon
Diaz Perez) Halliday of Vergennes; 
grandsons Ian Halliday of Pittsford 
and Timmy Moran Jr. of Pittsford; 
and a sister, Donna Malewicki of 
Leicester. He was predeceased by 
his parents and two brothers, John 
F. Halliday and Albert L. Halliday.

A memorial service, with 
military honors, in celebration of 
his life will take place, on Sunday, 
March 5, from 1-3 p.m., at Brandon 
American Legion Post 55.

A private graveside committal 
service and burial will take place at 
a later date.

Memorial gifts in lieu of flowers 
may be made, in his memory to: 
Rutland County Humane Society, 
765 Stevens Road, Pittsford, VT 
05763.

Arrangements are under the 
direction of the Miller & Ketcham 
Funeral Home in Brandon. ◊

BRIDGEWATER — Mike Perry 
has passed into the arms of Jesus. 
He left us Sunday evening, Feb. 26, 
2023, at the age of 77 after a long 
fight with cancer.

Mike was born in Middlebury 
in 1946 of longtime Vermont 
stock. His mother’s dad Harry 
Goodro started Goodro Lumber 
in Ripton, moving it eventually 
to East Middlebury, where Mike 
spent his formative years among 
many cousins working in the family 
business. The Perry side was from 

the Chester-Springfield area, where 
his grandfather was state geologist 
and active in the early years of the 
Green Mountain Club. 

Mike’s schooling included 
Middlebury, Castleton, & Dean 
Colleges. He was a pro bowler for a 
short time before settling at Goodro 
Lumber in East Middlebury. In 1974 
he was given the job of running the 
new Killington yard of Goodro’s. 
He eventually bought the yard with 
his brother-in-law and worked there 
until his retirement in 2009.

Sandra Shaw came into his life 
in the 60s and they were married 
on Cape Cod in 1973. They had 50 
beautiful years together. 

He leaves behind Sandie, his 
sister Martha, and many cousins, 
nieces and nephews as well as many 
friends and co-workers.

The family wishes to thank the 
caring people at The Meadows and 
Rutland Hospital for their help in 
Mike’s last months.

An on-line guestbook can be 
found at cabotfh.com.◊

Michael Richard Perry, 77, formerly of Middlebury

Masonic Lodge in Orwell, the 
Congregational Church of Orwell, 
and the Orwell Fire Dept. He was a 
Boy Scout Leader, and served as a 
Town Lister. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Shelley Martel of Orwell, whom 
he married in Brandon on Oct. 14, 
1972; one daughter, Megan; three 

ORWELL — Wayne Alan Martel, 
age 75, passed peacefully in the 
presence of his family on Sunday, 
Feb. 26, 2023, at Helen Porter 
Nursing Home in Middlebury.

Wayne was born in Middlebury 
on Feb. 12, 1948. He was the 
son of Edward and Marjorie 
(Kimberley) Martel. He grew up 
in Orwell, where he received his 
early education, and graduated 
from Fair Haven Union High 
School.  He furthered his education 
at Wentworth Institute in Boston, 
Mass., and Keene State in Keene, 
N.H. He earned his teaching degree 
and later his Master’s in Education 
at UVM. During his more than 30 
years of teaching Industrial Arts at 
Otter Valley Union High School, 
Wayne prided himself on being the 
teacher who respected his students 
and colleagues, and, in return, he 
received their respect. 

In his spare time Wayne enjoyed 
fishing, hunting and maple sugaring 
with family and friends. He 
was a member of Independence 

WAYNE ALAN MARTEL

Wayne Alan Martel, 75, of Orwell
brothers:  Glenn, Gordon (Pam), 
Neil (Nancy); and one uncle, 
George. Several nieces, nephews 
and cousins also survive him. He 
was predeceased by his parents, Ed 
and Marge Martel, and his loving 
grandparents, Warren and Gertrude 
Kimberley.  

Graveside Masonic Services at 
Mountain View Cemetery followed 
by a celebration of life with family 
and friends will take place later this 
spring. 

It is with profound gratitude that 
Shelley and Megan wish to thank 
the wonderful staff at Helen Porter 
who cared for Wayne as if he were 
their own family.

Memorial gifts in lieu of flowers 
may be made in Wayne’s memory 
to Orwell First Response, P.O. 
Box 124, Orwell, VT. 05760, or 
Homeward Bound Animal Shelter, 
236 Boardman Street, Middlebury, 
VT 05753.

Arrangements are under the 
direction of the Miller & Ketcham 
Funeral Home in Brandon. ◊

BRISTOL — A memorial service 
for Mark A. Nelson of Bristol will 
be held 1 p.m. on Saturday, March 
11, at Brown-McClay Funeral 
Home in Vergennes with a reception 
following from 2 to 5 p.m. at the 
Vergennes American Legion. A full 
obituary will appear in next week’s 
Addison Independent. 

To send online condolences 
to his family please visit www.
brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com.

Mark A. Nelson of 
Bristol

HAVING AN EVENT?
Email it to: calendar@addisonindependent.com

FUNERAL
MEMORIAL 
SERVICE
CREMATION
PRE-PLANNING    
 SERVICES

BROWN-McCLAY
FUNERAL HOMES

BRISTOL
802-453-2301

VERGENNES
802-877-3321

brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com

companion of 12 years, Jessica 
Buchor of Claremont, N.H., and 
her three children, Nick, Jake 
and Mareena; his mother, Sandi 
Goodyear; and siblings Christine 
Luppold, Kelly Pullen, Theresa 
Giroux, Roland Ayer and their 
families.

Frank missed driving “the big 
trucks,” but kept himself busy 
with fishing and cooking delicious, 
homemade meals. His goofy, 
contagious laugh will be missed by 
many.

“Roll on ‘til you get home,” Dad. 
We will miss you.◊

CLAREMONT, N.H. — 
Francis Joseph Osicky Jr., passed 
peacefully in his sleep at his home 
in Claremont, N.H., on Feb. 6, 
2023, at the age of 59 years.

He was born April 17, 1963, in 
Burlington, Vt., the son of Sandi 
Goodyear of North Ferrisburgh, 
Vt., and Francis J. Osicky of 
Burlington, Vt., who predeceased 
Frank in 1969.

Frank is survived by his two 
children, Benjamin Osicky of 
Ferrisburgh, Vt., and Heather 
Osicky and her family of Bristol, 
Vt. He also leaves his fiancée and 

FRANCIS JOSEPH OSICKY JR.

Francis Joseph Osicky Jr., 59, of Claremont, N.H.

SELL IT
classifieds@addisonindependent.com
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COVID-19 vaccine clinics available throughout 
Addison County through March 31st. 

Please call 
Mountain Community Health 

(formerly Mountain Health Center) 
for more information at 

(802) 453-3911. 
MCH will be offering Pfizer Bivalent

Boosters for all ages 5+.

  Boosters are FREE 
NO INSURANCE REQUIRED. 

Still Not Vaccinated?
Need a Booster?

** Walk-in COVID-19 vaccinations available this Saturday,
March 4, 9AM – 12PM at Middlebury College Kirk Alumni building,

217 Golf Course Rd. Middlebury VT

WIMETT
TRADING COMPANY

802•465•4688

USED

Michael Jackman, 51 Years Experience 
David Wimett, 38 Years Experience
Mark Grant, 10 Years Experience

2668 Route 7 • Leicester, VT 05733 • wimetttradingco@gmail.com

Wimett Trading Company
at the Big White Barn in Leicester

802-465-4688 

2012 MINI COOPER COUNTRYMAN 
ALL-4, 4-Cyl, Auto, AWD, 94k miles

$11,995

AFFORDABLE, SAFE & RELIABLE
USED CARS AND TRUCKS

We also buy cars, 
locate specialty orders 

& consider consignments 
Call Dave for an appointment

2013 NISSAN FRONTIER SV
Crew Cab-Long Box, V6, Auto, 4x4, 96k miles

$16,995

2017 JEEP WRANGLER SPORT
V6, Auto, 4x4, Removable Hard Top, 105k

$22,995

2019 TOYOTA RAV 4
LE, 4-Cyl, Auto, AWD, Super Nice! 69k miles

$26,995

More than  a decadeof delivering Quality!

x  

2019 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER XL
AWD, Leather, Tow Package, Loaded! 69k miles

$32,995

MARCH INTO SPRING SALE!MARCH INTO SPRING SALE!

Legislative
Review

by Senator Chris Bray
D-Addison County, 

Huntington & Buel’s Gore

Obituaries
ADDISON
COUNTY

WOODSTOCK, Conn. — Paul 
R. Cloutier, 52, of Woodstock, 
Conn., passed away unexpectedly 
on Feb. 22, 2023. Paul was born 
Oct. 6, 1970, in Middlebury, Vt., 
to Rolland Cloutier and Judith 
(Desrocher) Cloutier. 

Paul had great love for and fun 
with his family and friends. He 
loved the outdoors, hunting, scuba 
diving and teaching it to others. He 
loved family most of all.

He volunteered at the Muddy 
Brook Fire Department in 
Woodstock and two years later he 
joined the Webster, Mass., Fire 
Department as a fulltime firefighter. 
He was a very happy-go-lucky 
person who loved to play practical 
jokes on his friends. Paul grew 
up in Whiting, Vt., went to Otter 
Valley Union High School and 
graduated from Middlebury Union 
High School in 1989. He moved 
to Massachusetts that same year 

PAUL R. CLOUTIER

and had two children from his first 
marriage (Quinton and Victoria). 
He married Alison Scott in 2012. 

Paul was predeceased by his 
father, Rolland Cloutier, and his 
brother, Ronald Cloutier. Paul 
is survived by his wife, Ali; son 

Paul R. Cloutier, 52, formerly of Whiting
Quinton and daughter Victoria 
Cloutier; mother Judith; and sister 
Karen Cloutier along with many 
aunts, uncles, cousins and very 
close friends.

He truly enjoyed helping others, 
and he took care of his mother 
following the death of his father in 
2020. He would often make trips to 
Vermont to care for and check in on 
his mother.

Paul is being honored by 
services at both the Webster and 
Muddy Brook Fire Departments. 
Committal services will be held 
in the spring at St. Mary’s in 
Middlebury, Vt. Details will be 
announced closer to that date.

Please make any memorial 
contributions to the Webster Fire 
Department at 55 Thompson 
Rd., Webster, MA 01570, and/or 
Muddy Brook Fire Department at 
93 Woodstock Rd., Woodstock, CT 
06281.◊

Vermonters are facing a heating 
emergency. 

All of us who heat primarily with 
heating oil or gas are seeing record 
high prices for the second winter in a 
row. These inflated prices have cost 
Vermonters an extra $650 million 
in just two years. That is more than 
$1,000 for every man, woman and 
child in the state.

Our heavy reliance on price-
volatile fossil fuels has left many 
Vermonters struggling to pay 
their fuel bills, turning down their 
thermostats, layering up even at 
home, and living in uncomfortable 
conditions.

Our fossil fuel use also comes 
with a second cost — damage to 
our environment. Vermont has 
the highest level of greenhouse 
gas pollution per person in the 
Northeast. We are not as “green” as 
we might hope or think.

And Vermonters, who are rightly 
proud of our many commitments 
over the years to protect the beautiful 
environment we call home, want to 
do better and reduce pollution. In 
fact, our own laws require us to do 
better.

We can take steps to save money 
and reduce pollution or we can 
passively accept the status quo.

The Vermont I know and admire, 
when facing a challenge, always 
looks forward and finds new and 
better ways of doing things.

The Affordable Heat Act (AHA), 
currently under development in the 
legislature, lays out a new and better 
way. 

This program, operating over 
the next 30 years, will help us 
wean ourselves from expensive, 
price-volatile fossil fuels, and 
increasingly use cleaner biofuels 
and cleanly-generated electricity to 
warm and even cool our homes and 
businesses.

The AHA will also, according to 
the Scott Administration’s Climate 
Action Office, save Vermonters an 
estimated $6.4 billion. 

What is holding us back? Fear 
and misinformation. 

Fear of change is natural, and we 
can work through this by patiently 
learning together how to do things 
in new ways. And misinformation 
is best addressed by correcting the 
record, using balanced and accurate 
information, not just the information 
circulated by parties with vested 
interests. 

Let’s pause to ask ourselves, 
“Who benefits from the status quo 
and record high fuel prices?”

Not Vermonters.
With no fossil fuel industry in 

Vermont, 75 cents of every dollar 
we spend on fossil fuels leaves our 

state. The high prices we are paying 
right now for fuels ultimately go to 
global oil companies — companies 
that are currently reporting 
astounding, record earnings ($200 
billion in 2022). 
Meanwhile, our 
local fuel dealers 
get no share of 
these windfall 
profits, and working 
Vermonters, retirees 
and fixed-income 
families are stuck 
paying high prices.

Of course, Big 
Oil does not want 
you to question their 
profits. And right 
now, Vermonters are 
being barraged with 
messages to divert 
attention from the 
high costs you are 
experiencing today 
and telling you to worry instead 
about the unverified future price 
impacts of the Affordable Heat Act. 
TV ads are making unsubstantiated 
claims, and the claims are making 
many Vermonters understandably 
anxious.  

My colleagues and I have listened 
to you and your concerns, and as 
a result we have revised the bill 
to address the concerns you have 
shared.

We have converted S.5 into a 
study. As revised, S.5 will, over the 
next two years, research the clean 
heat program in detail and carefully 
assess its design, implementation 
and costs, BUT the bill does not 
take the program “live.” That step 
will now require a vote of the full 

legislature in 2025, after the study 
is complete.

We are assuming nothing. We 
are evaluating everything. And 
we will not proceed until we have 

solid analysis to ensure that 
the program will do just 
what we intend it to do: save 
Vermonters money while also 
reducing emissions.

When we are ready to 
proceed, here is what we 
stand to gain: we can assert 
our energy independence and 
loosen the grip of global oil 
companies by “going local” 
— investing in weatherization 
and conservation, installing 
heating appliances powered 
by clean electricity, and using 
sustainably harvested wood 
and biofuels. The electricity, 
wood, and biofuels can be 
produced here, not halfway 
around the world. 

The legislature’s top goal is 
to make the transition to clean 
energy as affordable as possible 
for all Vermonters — with special 
money-saving provisions for low- 
and moderate-income Vermonters, 
who are currently feeling the sting 
of high energy costs. Big Oil is not 
going to help us. We are going to 
have to help ourselves. 

So, here’s our choice: We can stay 
shackled to costly, polluting fossil 
fuels (our past), or we can pass 
the AHA and start working out the 
details of how to make the transition 
to clean, locally produced energy 
(our future). The Vermont I know 
will look forward and think smart 
— and I look forward to doing this 
work with you.

The Independent will publish paid obituaries and 
free notices of passing. Paid obituaries cost 25 cents 
per word and will be published, as submitted, on 
the date of the family’s choosing. For those who do 
not wish to purchase an obituary, the Independent 
offers a free notice of passing up to 100 words, 
subject to editing by our news department. Photos 

(optional) with either paid obituaries or free notices 
cost $10 per photo. Obituaries may be emailed to 
obits@addisonindependent.com.

Submissions must be received by 11 a.m. on 
Wednesday for publication in the Thursday paper. 
Email obits@addisonindependent.com or call 
802-388-4944 for more information.

Obituary Guidelines

Clean heat: looking forward and thinking smart

Affordable Heat Act Essentials
1. Customer participation in the Affordable Heat Act’s programs 

is entirely voluntary. No customer is required to do anything. Not 
switch fuels. Not install a cold climate heat pump. Nothing.

2. If you choose to participate, the program will help pay for 
measures to reduce your fossil fuel use, such as weatherizing your 
home or purchasing heat pumps or advanced wood heating.

3. If you burn oil today, the AHA provides a paid option to continue 
to burn oil for decades to come if you like. 

4. The bill will allow fuel dealers to continue to sell the fuels they 
sell today.

5. Fuel dealers who do not import fuel into the state will not be 
obligated to participate.

6. This is a decades-long program for the gradual transformation 
of the way we heat our homes and businesses; the program will run, 
at a minimum, from 2026 through 2050. 

More information
7. The governor’s Climate Action Office estimates $6.4 billion in 

savings through the program for the period 2026–2050. 
8. Today’s boilers can already burn up to 20% biofuel and can be 

modified to use even higher levels.
9. The reduction of greenhouse gas emissions is not just a “good 

idea”— it is also the law.

Letters to the Editor
MAUSD and community need to rebuild trust

The past several years have been 
traumatic for our Mount Abraham 
Unified School District (MAUSD) 
educational community. Tragically 
we lost one town, we almost 
lost another, and the manner in 
which the district handled the 
issues was profoundly alienating 
for many in the community. The 
result has been a deterioration in 
trust between the district and the 
community.

What went wrong? Why have 
we reached a moment in time 
where, despite longstanding 
community support for our 
schools, we need to rebuild trust 
between the community and the 
district? Here is my perspective:

First, the MAUSD Board has 
delegated to the administration 
most major decisions concerning 
education in the district, including 
basic decisions such as closing 
schools and merging districts, 
budget priorities (the annual 
budget), and education priorities 
(the ENDS policy and the 
Strategic Plan). These are policy 
decisions the board should be 
making. Instead, policy choices 
usually are already framed and 
narrowed by the administration, 
and the recommended policy 
is offered to the board without 
meaningful opportunity for board 
decisions.

Second, with the administration 
empowered to make most major 
policy decisions, the board’s role 
as the elected representatives 
of the community is greatly 
diminished. As a result, many 
feel alienated from the school 
system, feeling that no one is 
listening. These circumstances 
are a dangerous breeding ground 

for those who are not interested in 
seeing our schools succeed.

While there are recent signs 
that the deferential relationship 
between the board and the 
administration is changing, much 
work remains to be done:

• It was disheartening to see 
the board’s recent adoption of a 
statement that the administration 
is making “reasonable progress” 
towards achieving the district’s 
education policies. We know 
students can succeed in our 
schools, we know we have 
talented and committed staff, but 
for many students a challenging 
behavioral environment, low 
academic proficiency measures, 
with some exceptions, and 
a depressing picture of the 
postgraduation outlook for many 
students suggests that we are not 
making “reasonable progress.” 
Acknowledging where the district 
needs to focus its efforts, and 
translating those efforts into 
budget and education priorities, is 
a necessary first step to improve 
educational opportunities for all of 
our students.

• The FY24 budget was an 
opportunity for the board to set 
policy priorities for improving 
educational opportunities for our 
students; through this lens, the 
budget development process was 
a major disappointment. I am 
not questioning the decisions the 
board made; rather I am concerned 
that the board did not have the 
information needed to establish 
its own budget policies, and 
instead deferred yet again to the 
administration’s priorities.

  – The administration’s 
proposed budget recommended 

a transfer of $438,504 from 
the Capital Reserve Fund to 
support capital improvements, 
and $900,000 from taxes to 
support capital improvements, 
while not recommending any 
specific education-related budget 
priorities. The board accepted the 
administration’s recommended 
budget. The conclusion I draw 
from these decisions is that the 
board is continuing to defer 
to the administration’s budget 
priorities that focus on capital 
improvements, not on improving 
educational opportunities.

  – What are the board’s 
budget priorities for improving 
educational opportunities? 
Does the board want to increase 
financial support for early 
education, including support for 
children birth through three who 
are at risk of being unprepared 
to enter school? Is financial 
support needed to collaborate 
with Addison Northwest School 
District high school on expanding 
educational opportunities? 
What ideas does the community 
want to suggest as budget 
priorities affecting educational 
opportunities? It’s hard to tell, 
because the questions were not 
posed, and the information needed 
to even ask the questions was not 
available to the board.

  – Perhaps it was believed that 
funding is not available to explore 
independent board priorities, but 
the January 2021 Levenson Report 
identified upwards of $2.8 million 
in potential budget savings for the 
district, without school closure, 
grade reconfiguration, or merger 
with ANWSD. None of these 
savings were recommended by 

the administration for the budget 
this year, and without sufficient 
information none could be 
considered by the board. If any of 
these options are implemented in 
fiscal year ’24, the realized savings 
will represent either taxes that did 
not need to be raised, or funding 
that could have been allocated to 
board budget priorities.

I am pleased that the board 
recently has taken some 
very positive steps to rebuild 
community trust. The board 
appears to be moving towards 
creating board committees to 
help with its work, such as a 
finance committee for budget 
development, an education 
committee to monitor the ENDS 

policy and the Strategic Plan, and 
a facilities committee to evaluate 
capital improvement needs. I am 
hopeful the board will design and 
implement the committee concept 
so that the board can acquire the 
knowledge and expertise needed 
to develop its own policies. 
Independent policy-making will 
serve the district well down the 
road in terms of enabling dialogue 
with, and seeking support from 
the community. The board also 
should be applauded for its 
discussion of early education and 
childcare needs in the district. 
These discussions demonstrate 
the board is listening to parents, 
attempting to address the huge gap 
in learning preparedness for some 

students, and trying to grow our 
communities and our schools.

The community desperately 
wants a district that supports the 
best possible education for our 
students. The recent past gives 
me hope for the board’s efforts 
to represent community values 
and aspirations, and to make its 
own policy decisions rather than 
simply following the lead of the 
administration. I urge community 
members to support the board’s 
efforts.

Herb Olson
Starksboro
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New Household Waste Choices
In Middlebury & all of Addison County

Wade Acker • (802) 349-2414 
Visit www.ackerwastemanagement.com

for more information on our residential and drop off services!

Household Trash • Recycling • Compost
Middlebury Drop off Options

At Quesnel Farm, 1442 Rt 7 North:
Saturdays 8 AM - 12 Noon   •   Tuesdays and Thursdays 2:00 - 6:00 PM

Standard trash: $6 per bag
Large bags $8-$10 • Compost: $2

Recycling FREE with paid trash

Private and semiprivate lessons.
middleburysnowbowl.com

JUST FOR YOU.

Letters to the Editor

Proposal to shutter libraries is very shortsighted
Editor’s note: Vermont State 

University recently announced 
that it would transition to “all-
digital” library and repurpose 
the physical library spaces on its 
campuses.

Who needs books anyway? 
They just clutter up the place. 
Take up space. All we need today 
is mindless little cell phone.

So give away the library. Give 
to elementary schools. Kids can sit 
on books, sell chairs. Kinders can 
use books for blocks.

While cost-cutting, sell dorm 
mattresses, students can sleep on 
boards, backpacks for pillows.

On second thought, no need 
for backpacks, no books to carry. 
Save on backpacks. Too bad, no 
pillows. No worry to fall asleep 
reading. No reading needed. AI 
will study and write it all.

Sell dormitory doors. That 
won’t do, no possible closure on 
anything. Sell beds, sleep on books.

Shame on Gutenberg anyway. 
Such a shocking wasteful 

invention. Think of all the trees 
turned to paper. All the cows’ 
hooves boiled to glue to bind up 
books.

And all the dusty libraries that 
are weighing down the world. 
Clean house. Throw out the 
Library of Congress.

Look up everything on your 
phone. Always 50 opinions on 
everything. But no worry, just 
average all the gibber, there’s the 
answer.

No matter what comes up 
it must be true, I read in on 
Perplexity. Google’s passé.

ChatGBT will cinch the deal 
with witty paper on no books that 
pollute one’s mind. A mind wrote 
this one.

Do we need minds anymore? 
No books. No minds just our 
merry little AI.

Big Brother will direct us to 
think as we are supposed to. That 
is, not think.

Glory and pleasure left to the 
state. Why stress our minds?

Should I marry that person? 
Push the matrimonial button, yes! 
Then push sex button. But first the 
contraception button. No need for 
kids. AI can do it all. Except sex, 
that is.

But sleeping on books so 
uncomfortable, let your phone 
deal with the sex. More efficient.

Look in your bed of books for 
stimulating reading.

Ah, a tome on The Regenerative 
Power of Micro-organisms 
Invading Spermatozoa that’re 
Pestering Fleeing Ova; maybe too 
much?

But never fear, give AI the 
cheer, have a beer, your phone 
is near, oh, it’s sincere, books 
only smear, Perplexity votes 
Shakespeare.

So that’s a page from your life, 
a new chapter, an index to your 
future of no contents, you’re 
now just a foot note to AI. Merry 
Christmas.

Paul Stone
Orwell

Socially responsible investments have paid off
Recently I read a statement 

by a person who argued that 
divestment, while morally 
defensible, was a naive choice 
for older investors who depended 
on their investments for living 
expenses.

So, I’m old and idealistic 
(some would call that naive). My 
wife and I invested in Socially 
Responsible funds through 
TIAA-CREF 30 years ago, and 
recently we transferred half of 
those funds to Greenvest to ensure 
we’re fossil-free and supporting 
emerging socially responsible 

and green technologies. Through 
the various downturns we were 
hurt less than my colleagues who 
remained in traditional funds, in 
the early 2000s way less, and we 
recovered more quickly. 

Jared Diamond in his book 
“Collapse,” asserts that companies 
that embrace socially and 
environmentally responsible 
practices are more likely to 
thrive and even suffer fewer 
stock depressing lawsuits 
over destructive social and 
environmental practices — think 
about Union Carbide and Bhopal. 

One other thought — people 
talk about fiduciary responsibility 
only in terms of monetary 
profit and loss, and fail to 
account for long-term social and 
environmental impacts that could 
dwarf the monetary ones. We 
need to stop focusing on the next 
quarter and think instead about 
future generations, our kids and 
grandkids. That is real fiduciary 
responsibility.

Richard Butz
Bristol

ACSD board candidates Stone, Makleff earn support

In January, the ACSD school 
board appointed me to fill the 
vacant Cornwall seat on the board 
and I am running in the March 7 
election to remain in this position. 
In the time I have been on the 
board I have met with parents, 
educators and community leaders 
to learn about the strengths of 
our district, our challenges, and 
the needs of our students. Every 
conversation leaves me full of 
ideas and hope for what we can do 
together.

I do not come to this role with 
my mind set on solutions. I am 
open minded and humble about 
what I need to learn from prior 
work and others’ expertise. I do 
come with an appreciation for the 
complex challenges facing our 
district, and a core belief that it 
is our collective responsibility to 
make sure all of ACSD’s students 
and staff are successful and 
supported.

Our district stands at a 
crossroads. We need to balance 
our budget without the benefit 

of federal COVID funds, and 
our school facilities are in need 
of investment and renovations. 
Some folks are sure IB has 
advanced student achievement and 
established essential consistency 
across our schools, while others 
believe that IB is leaving many 
students behind and over-
burdening our teachers. Many are 
concerned that maintaining all 
of our schools is draining scarce 
resources, while others worry 
that staff reductions linked to 
school consolidations might lead 
to another version of the crisis 
our students and staff have faced 
at MUMS. And, many people 
believe our district is falling 
short in how we provide students 
with the special education and 
individualized resources they need 
to succeed. Reasonable, passionate 
people with the best interests of 
our kids at heart stand on opposite 
sides of critical issues, and in the 
middle is our school board.

All of this may seem daunting, 
but my work with local boards and 

organizations has taught me about 
how much a group of committed 
Vermonters can get done when 
working together. In my career 
I have had the opportunity to 
assist states in analyzing data and 
systems to identify real, impactful 
solutions even when people stand 
opposed to many of the key issues. 
I am a good team member and 
I work hard. I am flexible, I ask 
questions and I listen to learn from 
others. And, I know that if we 
keep the success of all our kids as 
our north star then we can weather 
big changes with respect and care 
for everyone affected by them.

I am running to fill the Cornwall 
seat, but all ACSD voters will 
have a say in this election on 
March 7th, which means I would 
be working every day to earn the 
confidence and trust of everyone 
across our seven towns. Serving 
in this way would be a true honor 
and I hope you will choose me to 
represent you on the board.

Ellen Whelan-Wuest
Cornwall

Whelan-Wuest looks to forge bond with ACSD voters

The ACSD school board ballot 
will be very full this year. I am 
proud to support Hilda Stone and 
Ron Makleff.

Our focus needs to be meeting 
the needs of our students and 
supporting both our students 
and our educators. Yet, the 
conversation seems to keep 
circling back to school closings. 
We have to be careful in assuming 
that closing schools will save 
money or will allow us to improve 
the educational outcomes of the 
students in our district. Whether 
you think schools should stay 
open or be closed — we need our 
board and administration to rely 
on data and research to guide these 
decisions.

It is with this in mind that I 
support Hilda Stone (Bridport) 
and Ron Makleff (Middlebury) for 
ACSD school board.

Hilda Stone has children in 
the district and serves as vice 
president of the Bridport PTO. 
With experience managing the 
finances and operations of the 
family business and a dedication 
to educational excellence and 
equity, Hilda knows it takes 
creativity and collaboration to find 
solutions to meet the varied needs 
of our community. Her strong 
dedication and willingness to 
listen and consider the views and 
lived experiences of others will 
lead to thoughtful discussion and a 
strong decision-making process.

Ron Makleff is a father of a 
pre-schooler, an educator, and 
human rights activist. He has 
taught around the world, including 
Occupied East Jerusalem. Ron is 
passionate about public education 
and is committed to improving 
student outcomes, building on 

the increased accountability and 
transparency of the board, and 
working to make sure every 
voice in our district is heard and 
respected. Ron has been endorsed 
by the VT-based grassroots 
organization, Rights and 
Democracy.

We are facing many challenges 
and we’ve seen great progress at 
the board level with thoughtful 
discussion and debate, and I firmly 
believe these two candidates will 
add to that dynamic. As we look 
to face the challenges ahead, Ron 
and Hilda will be steadfast in 
doing what is best for our children 
and educators. 

I hope you’ll join me in casting 
your votes for Hilda Stone and 
Ron Makleff!

Tanya Scuteri
Shoreham

Whelan-Wuest best choice for Cornwall ACSD post
I am writing to support Ellen 

Whelen-Wuest in her candidacy 
for the ACSD board. I feel 
that Ellen has the skills and 
temperament to advocate for 
Cornwall on the board and to 
work with representatives of the 
other towns to reach equitable 
solutions for the stakeholders in 
this complicated process.

My daughter attended Bingham 
Memorial, and for several years 
I was head of the Friends of 
Cornwall School parent group and 

was part of starting an afterschool 
activities program at that time. 
Our family saw both the many 
tremendous positives but also the 
occasional significant negatives 
in being part of a small school. 
Some of the recent discussion 
surrounding the potential for 
school consolidation seems to me 
to ignore the complexity of the 
educational, administrative and 
financial issues that are inherent in 
our current school system. There 
is no simple, bumper-sticker-

phrase answer for these problems, 
and approaching the search for 
solutions with a preconceived 
agenda is not a recipe for success.

Ellen has the ability to give 
appropriate weight to the wishes 
of the community, the underlying 
external and internal forces 
involved, and the educational 
needs of our children, and will use 
this understanding to reach better 
outcomes for the district.

Raph Worrick
Cornwall

Bridport’s Suzanne Buck has earned another term
I am writing to express my 

support for Suzanne Buck on 
the ACSD Board. I have known 
Suzanne for a few years now, 
and currently serve with her 
on the ACSD Board. She and 
I don’t always agree on all the 
issues that have come before us, 
but I know I can trust Suzanne 
to be professional, honest, and 
by-the-book. Suzanne is one 
of our longest serving Board 
members, possesses a wealth of 
institutional knowledge, and is our 
resident expert in parliamentary 
procedure. Above all, Suzanne is 
steadfast in her commitment to 
ACSD’s students. She is, after 
all, an educator herself – having 
taught special education for 20 
years, and currently serving as the 
Coordinator of Student Advising 
at the Community College of 
Vermont in Middlebury.

There’s been a lot of talk about 
community in our District –as 
there should be — but I’m not 
sure that people here realize just 
how much Suzanne has dedicated 
her time, talent, and energy to 
both education and community. In 
addition to serving on the Bridport 
School Board and ACSD Board 
for a combined 11 years, Suzanne 
has devoted decades to mentoring 

youth as a 4-H Leader and has 
served the Vermont FFA for 18 
years. She has given 10 years of 
service to Bridport’s Reading is 
Fundamental Program, and five 
years as representative on the 
Addison County Educational 
Endowment Fund. 

When her kids were young, 
Suzanne volunteered her time with 
the Bridport PTO and Middlebury 
Lacrosse program, and has even 
been recently involved with Porter 
Medical Center’s community 
work, including four years of 
service on the Patient and Family 
Advisory Council, and a year of 
service for both the UVM Health 
Network Policy Committee 
and Community Health Needs 
Assessment Committee. Action 
speaks volumes, and Suzanne’s 
work shows that her heart is with 
supporting youth, supporting 
families, and supporting 
community.

But here’s the thing I really 
want ACSD voters to understand: 
Suzanne Buck has also devoted 
the last three years to the Board 
of Directors for the Patricia A. 
Hannaford Career Center — where 
she currently sits as Board Chair 
— and her position on the PAHCC 
Board is through her membership 

on the ACSD Board. Each partner 
high school provides school board 
representatives, and Suzanne is 
one of two ACSD Board members 
who graciously stepped up to 
double their Board service duties 
and advocate for our students. 
This means that Suzanne’s 
departure from the ACSD Board 
could also result in her departure 
from the PAHCC Board. And I 
don’t think you’ll find anyone in 
our district more committed to 
supporting agricultural education, 
technical programming, and 
flexible pathways for students than 
Suzanne.

I know there is a lot of emotion 
in this school board election, but 
as you head to the polls, please 
think about which candidates have 
a demonstrated commitment to 
community service, and which 
ones have shown their desire to 
serve all ACSD students. Ask 
yourself why they are running 
in the first place. Suzanne Buck 
has already shown us why she 
is: for our students and our rural 
community. I hope you will join 
me in re-electing her to the ACSD 
Board.

Mary Heather Noble
Middlebury 

Big decisions loom for ACSD governing board
Our schools are central to our 

membership in a democratic 
society, and I appreciate the 
education that my three children 
have received in the past. The only 
way that we can thrive as a society 
is if all our students receive the 
best education we can provide and 
afford.

What does that look like? Big? 
Small? “Local” or “rural”? It 
needs to be geared to all students, 

so I hope that the adults (voters) 
can keep that idea front and center 
as school board elections happen.

I appreciate all the interest in 
the school board and those fellow 
community members who are 
willing to make the investment 
of time and deliberation for the 
benefit of all our students. Many 
decisions are imminent: new 
hires (superintendent, at least one 
principal and teachers), budgetary 

issues, and significant facilities 
investments, so board members 
will have to pay attention to a 
broad array of data in order to 
address them all. Let us thank 
them for their work. They have the 
big picture and are charged with 
the education of all our students.  

Ann LaFiandra
Middlebury

Letters can be found on Pages 4A, 5A, 7A, 8A, 9A 

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
Open

7 days

www.MiddleburyAgway.com

     388 Exchange Street

        802-388-4937
Mon. - Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4

ORDER BABY 
CHICKS!

now thru 3/31 and 
pick up 4/19-4/20.

Laying Hens: Barred Rocks, Black 
Australorp, Black Jersey Giant, 

Rhode Island Red, Americana, Buff 
Orpington, Buff Brahma, Mystic 

Onyx, Silver Laced Wyandotte, Blue 
Andalusian, Lavender Orpington, 

Sapphire Gem

Meat Birds: Cornish Cross Broilers

Turkeys: White, Bronze

Ducks: Pekin, Black Swedish, 
Cayuga, Mallard, White Crested

Order forms available at 
www.MiddleburyAgway.com 

STARTING SUPPLIES Plus

Brooders, bulbs, waterers, 
feeders and more!
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Letters to the Editor

Reader offers three candidate picks for ACSD board
I am writing to urge others in 

joining me in voting for Ellen 
Whelan-Wuest in Cornwall, Ron 
Makleff in Middlebury, and Hilda 
Stone in Bridport for ACSD Board. 
After reading the interviews of 
all candidates in the Addison 
Independent, I believe these three 
individuals are the people who can 
and will rebuild the trust in our 
district.

As a Cornwall parent, I was 
elated when Ellen won the 
unanimous support of the board 
to replace Peter Conlon. She is 
already on the board, and I think 
that is where she belongs. Ellen 
has a track record of supporting 
local kids and families through her 
efforts to build a childcare center 
in Middlebury, filling an essential 

need for so many working families.
I am supporting Ron and 

Hilda because we need our board 
members to really look at our 
district as a whole. If we wish to 
remain a unified district, we need 
representatives from Middlebury 
and surrounding towns who care 
about our schools.

Ron is the father of a preschooler 
and a passionate educator who 
has taught middle and high school 
students all over the world. He will 
place an equitable concern for our 
most in-need students first. He has 
a high stake in ensuring that our 
elementary education standards are 
as high as possible. As a human 
rights activist, he has taught 
students in war zones and conflict 
areas. While our little Vermont is 

far from there, I believe his record 
of advocacy really matters.

Hilda was born and raised in 
our part of Vermont. She and 
her husband adopted a bi-racial 
daughter a few years ago, whom 
Hilda cared for at home until 
she began working outside the 
home again recently. I know 
she holds a deep commitment to 
inclusive education and support 
for diversity in our county. Her 
leading role in Bridport’s PTO 
is also emblematic of the kind of 
hard work she would bring to the 
board.

Ellen, Ron, and Hilda are 
the kinds of leaders our district 
needs!

Lauren Ringey
Cornwall

Whelan-Wuest stands out as ‘uniter, not a divider’
I am writing to voice my support 

for Ellen Whelan-Wuest for school 
board. I’ve spent the past 16 years 
of my career working in public 
education as a teacher and leader 
and have had the opportunity 
to work with dozens of school 
board members. Ellen stands out 
as somebody who is a uniter, not 
a divider. She is used to tackling 
complex, interrelated challenges 
in her day job as a leader for a 
criminal-justice reform nonprofit, 
and most importantly bringing 
together diverse stakeholders to 
make meaningful change. Finally 
(and refreshingly), Ellen is an 
excellent listener and is open when 
she doesn’t know something.

There is a traditional Masai 
greeting, “Kasserian Ingera,” 
which means, “And how are the 

children?” It’s a question that I 
believe our current school board 
could ask more. I’ve combed 
through the past months of 
board packets and can’t find 
any information about how our 
students are doing academically 
and social-emotionally. What I see 
are countless meetings about how 
to respond to demands from Save 
Our Schools, amendment changes, 
lawsuit threats, and open records 
requests.

Do our board members and 
leaders know the number of 
students who are off-track with 
their reading in 3rd grade and 
strategies to support these students? 
Do we know the percentage of 
students who aren’t receiving 
adequate mental health support? 
What are the equity gaps that 

we’re seeing and what strategies 
are we using to close those gaps? 
What percentage of our teachers 
and administrators are thriving? 
Especially as we’re emerging from 
the pandemic years, we need board 
members who can refocus on the 
most important priorities: 

1) students. 
2) selecting a great new 

superintendent.
3) crafting a long-term vision 

and strategy for our community.
I am confident Ellen will serve 

our community well by listening, 
finding common ground, and 
bringing the focus back to students.

I hope you’ll join me in 
supporting Ellen for school board!

James Cryan
Cornwall

Kramer would bring ‘proactive energy’ to board
As community members who 

have endorsed Chris Kramer for 
ACSD Board, we are writing to 
provide a bit more context for our 
endorsements.

Several of us are or have been 
PTA leaders. As a volunteer 
organization, PTA is what you 
make it, and Chris has helped 
make it every bit as much as 
it can be. Chris co-chaired the 
PTA all through the height of 
the pandemic, dedicating his 
time and energy to sustaining 
the morale of the Cornwall 
School community through 
some of the most challenging 
times we have encountered. 
Since returning to a more normal 
environment, Chris has worked 
hard to address the equity needs 
of our families, launching after-
school partnerships with multiple 
community organizations to 
cover additional work hours, and 
securing funding to make these 
offerings free to all.

Others of us are selectboard 
members or former members 
of town school boards. We 
believe strongly in the integral 
relationship between schools and 
the towns they serve. Chris has 
been clear in his support for town 
schools as sources of strength 

for their students, providing 
community support that helps 
give kids a solid foundation. We 
fully endorse his campaign motto: 
“Strong Schools. Strong Towns. 
Strong Kids.”

We also have representation 
from the local early education 
community. The link between 
early care and public school has 
grown stronger in recent years, 
with the passage of universal 
pre-K, which can be housed within 
school buildings, such as Mary 
Hogan. Proposals at the state level 
have contemplated expansion 
of this model. We trust Chris to 
work closely with local early 
care leaders to approach these 
developments thoughtfully and 
with detailed consideration.

Finally, some of us are leaders 
of educational and youth-oriented 
nonprofits. We are greatly 
encouraged by the work Chris has 
done to reach out and build ties 
between Cornwall School local 
partners serving area youth, and 
we know that the entire district 
would benefit by having Chris 
in a position to expand these 
partnerships district-wide.

Overall, we support Chris 
because of his consistent, 
proactive efforts to make his 

school community stronger. We 
know that if elected to the school 
board, Chris will bring that same 
proactive energy to the work of 
strengthening each and every 
school community in our district. 
For the good of all our kids and 
families, we hope that you will 
give Chris that opportunity to 
serve.

Ashley Lane, President, 
Bridport PTO

Lorri Sperry, former Co-
Chair, Friends of Cornwall 

School
Erin Robinson, Ripton

Ruth Bernstein, Shoreham 
selectboard, and former 

member, Shoreham School 
Board

Kristi Tolgyesi, former 
member, Cornwall School Board

Wendy Harlin, former 
member, Ripton School Board
Jackie Prime, two-time winner 

of the Terri Lynne Lokoff 
Teacher Award for Outstanding 

Early Education
Sadie Brightman, Executive 

Director, Middlebury 
Community Music Center

Becca Kerr, Director, ARK 
Afterschool Program in 

Shoreham.

Give Chance a chance to serve ACSD constituents

Letters can be found on Pages 4A, 5A, 7A, 8A, 9A 

I’m voting for Jason Chance 
for the ACSD School Board on 
March 7th and I am writing to 
encourage you to vote for him 
too. Jason is running for 1 of the 
13 seats elected by ACSD citizens 
to make up the unified ACSD 
board. Together they will provide 
oversight of public education in 
our district and will be tasked 
with providing high-quality 
education for every student in 
the district. More immediately, 
they will be hiring three key 
leadership positions including a 
new Superintendent to support 
the efficient, effective, and ethical 
operation of our schools.

I consider myself an informed 
voter. I have read the Addy 
Indy candidate profiles, have 
watched the MCTV interviews, 
and am one of a select few who 
have watched or attended all 
school board meetings since we 
unified as a district many years 
ago. This board is facing many 
upcoming challenges as ESSER 
funds dry up, as student outcomes 
attributed to the IB curriculum 
are scrutinized, and as the work 
of the board moves beyond the 
pandemic, beyond the us vs. 
them gridlock, and beyond the 
prolonged period of status quo to 
establish a shared vision of what 

public education looks like in our 
district.

Jason Chance grew up in 
Vermont just like I did. He has 
two kids in the school district just 
like I do. He has a proven track 
record of service exemplified by 
two years in the Peace Corps. He 
is calm, articulate, intelligent, 
productive, and dependable. You 
should vote for Jason because 
he’s an excellent candidate who 
will work collaboratively to move 
our district forward. He will take 
action to improve public education 
for our kids and our community.

Ethan Murphy
Middlebury

One hopeful stands out in ACSD election slate
Kudos to the nine candidates 

running for four open positions 
on the Addison Central School 
District Board. School board 
directors have a difficult job, 
in my opinion, requiring solid 
experience and a special skill set 
to deal with the challenging school 
issues of the times. 

Kudos to all nine for stepping 

up and being willing to serve. 
Voters in all the towns in the 
district get to elect the four 
directors, so I’ve been studying 
up. 

One candidate that really stands 
out for me is Ellen Whelan-Wuest 
from Cornwall. Her experience 
in helping people with opposing 
views work together, talk about 

complex issues, and resolve 
problems is just what we need on 
the ACSD Board now. Ellen is 
down to earth, thoughtful, a good 
listener, and a proven leader. If 
you want to learn more, visit her 
webpage https://ellenforacsd.com.

Sharon Tierra
Shoreham

The Addison Independent encourages readers to write letters to the editor. We believe a newspaper should be a community 
forum for people to debate issues of the day. Because we believe that accountability makes for responsible debate, we will print 
signed letters only. Be sure to include an address and telephone number, too, so we can call to clear up any questions.

If you have something to say, send it to: Letters to the Editor, Addison Independent, 58 Maple St., Middlebury, VT 05753. Or email 
to news@addisonindependent.com.
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CO-OP INSURANCE POLICYHOLDERS 
ANNUAL MEETING

All current policyholders of the Co-operative Insurance 
Companies are invited to the policyholders’ annual 

meeting. The annual meeting will be held on
Tuesday, April 4, 2023 at 10:00 a.m., via Zoom.

Please RSVP to Mary Micklas at (802) 385-1622 
or mmicklas@ciui.net by Wednesday March 29

if you wish to attend.

 

MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 
police responded along with 
Middlebury Regional EMS to a 
North Pleasant Street business 
after a Feb. 21 report of a person 
experiencing a drug overdose. 

Police said the person in 
question admitted to using drugs 
while in the restroom of the 
business. MREMS drove the 
patient to Porter Hospital for 
evaluation. 

Meanwhile, officers seized a 
bag of a powdery substance that 
later tested positive for fentanyl. 
Police have yet to announce 
charges against the suspect in this 
case.

In other recent action, 
Middlebury police:

• Assisted officials at 
Middlebury Union Middle School 
(MUMS) with a student problem 
on Feb. 16.

• Took an owner and his dog to 
the Middlebury Animal Hospital 
after the animal had been struck 
by a car on North Pleasant Street 
on Feb. 16. Police said the dog 
was treated for its injuries and 
released from the animal hospital 
that day.

• Assisted staff at a Court Street 
medical office with an out-of-
control juvenile on Feb. 16.

• Responded to a report of a 
student attempting to assault a 
Middlebury Union High School 
staff member on Feb. 16. The 
student then assaulted the 
investigating officer, according 
to police. The student was taken 
to Counseling Service of Addison 
County (CSAC) to be evaluated 
and was then turned over to a 
parent, police said. The case 
remains under investigation.

• Responded to a report of a 
person acting “dangerously and 
erratically” in the downtown area 
on Feb. 17.

• Located a juvenile who had 

been acting “out of control” and 
threatening self-harm at a local 
home on Feb. 17.

• Investigated a report of an 
allegedly drunken woman trying 
to hitch a ride from a driver after 
crashing her vehicle on Three 
Mile Bridge Road on Feb. 17. 
Police said the woman had left 
before they got to the scene.

• Reported that a driver sped 
away from them after having 
been stopped on Route 7 South on 
Feb. 18. Police said the driver in 
question had a suspended license, 
and the case remains under 
investigation.

• Responded to reports of a 
large Middlebury College-related 
party at 114 South Main St. during 
the afternoon of Feb. 18. Police 
said the hosts agreed to quiet the 
gathering, but the party had to be 
shut down after police were called 
to the scene a second time.

• Took into protective custody 
a drunken man who had been 
walking on College Street on Feb. 
18. Police said they were unable 
to place the man safely with 
family members, and the Grace 
House in Rutland wouldn’t accept 
him for detox services because 
he wouldn’t cooperate with staff. 
Police ultimately took the man 
to the Marble Valley Regional 
Correctional Facility.

• Received a report about 
someone driving dangerously in 
the Birch Drive area on Feb. 18.

• Responded to a noise 
complaint in the Washington 
Street Extension area on Feb. 19.

• Served a no-trespass notice 
on Feb. 19 on a person who 

wasn’t wanted at a Halladay Road 
address.

• Investigated a report of a car 
chase on Weybridge and College 
streets on Feb. 19.

• Responded to a report of a 
downed power line down in the 
North Pleasant Street area on Feb. 
20.

• Investigated a car-versus-bike 
crash on Main Street on Feb. 20. 
Police did not report any injuries 
or damage in this case.

• Issued a no-trespass notice to a 
person who had been involved in 
an argument with a North Pleasant 
Street resident on Feb. 20.

• Tracked down a driver who 
had almost struck an ambulance 
while traveling on Court Street 
Extension on Feb. 21.

• Enforced the town’s overnight 
winter parking ban in downtown 
on Feb. 21, 23 and 24.

• Helped a Weybridge Street 
resident who was being harassed 
by an ex-partner on Feb. 21.

• Assisted a Buttolph Drive 
resident with an ongoing property 
dispute on Feb. 22.

• Investigated a report of an 
unresponsive man in a vehicle 
parked near the intersection of 
Route 7 South and Middle Road 
during the afternoon of Feb. 
22. Police screened the man for 
possible DUI-drug impairment, 
and are awaiting the toxicology 
results.

• Investigated a fraud complaint 
in the Court Square area on Feb. 
22.

• Gave a ride to an injured man 
found walking down Route 7 
South on Feb. 22.

• Responded to a report of a 
possible domestic dispute at a 
North Pleasant Street address on 
Feb. 22.

• Assisted a Jayne Court resident 
who said an unwelcome guest was 
refusing to leave an apartment 

during the evening of Feb. 23.
• Helped reunite a dog with its 

local owner on Feb. 23.
• Assisted Vermont State Police 

on Feb. 24 with a complaint in 
the Lake Dunmore Road area of 
Leicester.

• Responded to a noise 
complaint at a Weybridge Street 
home at around 10:17 p.m. on 
Feb. 24. Police said they found 
only four people at the residence 
and determined the gathering 
wasn’t violating the town’s noise 
ordinance.

• Received a report of a 
suspicious car with a single 
occupant parked near a home on 
Short Shannon Street at around 
12:35 p.m. on Feb. 24. Police were 
asked to determine if this vehicle/
person was connected to recent 
antisemitic activities in the region. 
Police said they couldn’t find the 
vehicle.

• Checked several properties in 
town on Feb. 24 in light of threats 
of an alleged “National Day of 
Hate,” a warning issued by the 
Anti-Defamation League.

• Responded to reports of an 
“unreasonably loud party” at a 
Weybridge Street home at around 
10:36 p.m. on Feb. 25. Police 
determined the 8-10 people at the 
gathering had taken “reasonable 
efforts” to keep the noise down.

• Assisted MREMS with a 
patient who had been threatening 
self-harm in the Jackson Lane area 
on Feb. 25.

• Were asked to check on a 
Munson Road resident who, 
according to a family member, 
was experiencing a mental health 
crisis on Feb. 25 and wasn’t able 
to care for himself. Police said 
they were unable to find the man.

• Received reports on Feb. 27 of 
alleged drug activity in the Route 
7 South area.

BRISTOL — Between Feb. 5 and 
Feb. 18, Bristol police completed 
52 foot patrols and one car patrol, 
conducted 17 traffic stops and 
checked the security at Mount 
Abraham Union High School 12 
times, at Bristol Elementary School 
12 times and at local businesses 14 
times. 

Police also processed 24 
fingerprint requests, helped two 
residents gain access to their 
locked vehicles and completed one 
welfare check. 

In other recent activity, Bristol 
police: 

• On Feb. 5 attempted to locate 
a vehicle that was operating 
erratically in the village of Bristol, 
but the vehicle was gone when 
police arrived. 

• On Feb. 5 responded to the 
Main Street area for a motor 
vehicle complaint. Police found the 
vehicle parked, with no occupants. 

• On Feb. 5 removed an 
intoxicated person that was causing 
a disturbance on Pumphouse Road. 

• On Feb. 6 responded to a 
dispute on North Street and found 
that no action rose to the level of 
an offense. 

• On Feb. 7 assisted Mount Abe 
with a truancy concern. 

• On Feb. 7 responded to a minor 
two-vehicle crash on West Street. 

• On Feb. 7 issued a no trespass 
order to a person for a residence on 
North Street. 

• On Feb. 8 took a report of a 
vehicle that had been stolen from 
a driveway on Morgan Horse 
Lane. The vehicle was located the 
following day. 

• On Feb. 11 responded to a call 
regarding a potentially sick racoon 
in the Mountain Street area. 

• On Feb. 12 responded to the 
Bristol Beverage and Redemption 
parking lot for a report of an 
individual slumped over in their 
vehicle, but the vehicle was gone 
when police arrived. 

• On Feb. 12 assisted Mount Abe 
with a truancy concern. 

• On Feb. 12 served a notice 
against trespass to someone on 
South Street. 

• On Feb. 13 assisted Monkton 
Central School with a truancy 
concern. 

• On Feb. 13 took possession of 
a vape device containing THC on 
Airport Drive. The juvenile who 
had the vape device is to be served 
court paperwork, police said. 

• On Feb. 13 issued a parking 
ticket on Mountain Street. 

• On Feb. 13 received a report 
of a vehicle that was speeding on 
West Street. Police were unable to 
locate the vehicle. 

• On Feb. 15 assisted an 
agent from Homeland Security 
Investigations on Carlstrom Road. 

• On Feb. 16 located a dog at 
large. Police returned the dog to 
its owner on Pine Street, and gave 
them a warning. 

• On Feb. 17 helped someone 
with contact information for a civil 
issue on Lower Notch Road. 

• On Feb. 18 received a complaint 
of erratic driving on River Road. 
Police located the vehicle on 
Stoney Hill Road and discovered 
that the driver was learning to drive 
a manual transmission vehicle, 
which caused them to drive left of 
the center line.

• On Feb. 18 responded to a 
Taylor Avenue residence for a 
possible burglary and discovered 
no evidence of a burglary. 

Police LogBristol Police respond to possible drug overdose

Police Log
Middlebury

ADDISON COUNTY — 
Vermont State Police responded 
to several motor vehicle crashes 
on Route 22A in the past week.

In the first incident, Route 22A 
was shut down near Route 17  
in Addison at about 6:45 p.m. 
on Wednesday, Feb. 22 due to a 
motor vehicle crash. State police 
did not go into detail, but said 

that the highway was reopened 
shortly after 7 p.m.

On Saturday, Feb. 25, troopers 

rushed to Route 22A in Shoreham 
at around 10:14 p.m. for a one-
car crash. Police report that 2022 
Toyota Rav4 Prime was being 
driven southbound on a snowy 
Route 22A by Richard Larson, 
71, of Wells when the car slid 
off the road into trees just off 
the northbound shoulder of the 
highway. Police said that crash 
occurred because Larson fell 
asleep. Larson and a passenger 
were taken by an ambulance to 
Porter Hospital for treatment of 
suspected minor injuries. The 
Toyota was considered a total 
loss.

 The next morning, Sunday, 
Feb. 26, at 10 a.m., troopers 
responded to a three-vehicle 
crash on Route 22A near East 
Road in Panton.

State police said their 
investigation showed that a 2021 
Toyota Highlander driven by 
Courtney Brigham, 26, of Orwell 
was traveling northbound on 
the highway when it crossed the 
center line onto oncoming traffic. 
Max Rainsford, 28, of Glen 
Burnie, Md., was driving a 2013 

VW Passat southbound when 
he saw the Highlander enter his 
lane, and he swerved to avoid a 
head-on collision. Apparently, the 
Highlander side-swiped the VW 
and then struck a guard rail. The 
VW spun from the southbound 
lane to the northbound lane into 
a snowbank. 

A 2009 Honda CRV driven 
by Marshall Cummings, 47, of 
Essex traveling on 22A sustain 
minor front end damage, but 
was able to stop in time to avoid 
greater tragedy. 

The vehicles were all badly 
damaged, but police did not 
report any injuries.

The Vermont State Police 
remind drivers to keep a safe 
distance and to always wear your 
seat belt.

Elsewhere, state police were 
told on Feb. 23 that Thomas Utter, 
34, of Bristol had violated a court 
order on the previous day. Police 
investigated and determined that 
he had, and they cited him for 
violations of an abuse-prevention 
order and conditions of release.

State police kept busy with vehicle crashes

Police Log
Vt. State
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ADDISON  COUNTY School News
Gaibrial Nichols of Orwell 

was named to the dean’s list at 
Rochester Institute of Technology 

for the fall semester of the 2022-
2023 academic year. Nichols is in 
the Electrical Engineering program.

Open Tuesday-Saturday 7am-2pm 
Closed on Sundays & Mondays
51 Ossie Road, East Middlebury, VT

Sandwiches for  
Breakfast or Lunch,  
Hearty & Delicious

OtterEast.com
802-989-7220

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
Open

7 days

www.MiddleburyAgway.com

     388 Exchange Street

        802-388-4937
Mon. - Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4

IN STOCK:
Botanical Interests, 

Cornucopia, 
High Mowing, 

Livingston, Renée’s 
Garden, Seedway

Seed-starting 
soils, supplies and 
more are ready 
for purchase!

Town Meeting 
Day means it’s 

time to start 
your seeds!

,,
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Town Meeting Preview
Log on to: addisonindependent.com Tuesday night, we will update the site with town meeting results.
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Addison
ADDISON — Addison offers a 

contested race on its Town Meeting 
Day ballot, as well as decisions on 
a number of spending measures, 
most notably a request to support 
an improved town website as well 
as the proposed selectboard and 
highway budgets and nonprofit 
requests. 

The area’s contested race comes 
for the Tri-Town Water District 
Board, for which Geoffrey Grant 
is challenging incumbent Tri-Town 
Water District Commissioner Steve 
Kayhart for a three-year term.

Elsewhere, incumbents are 
unopposed for major offices. 
Longtime selectboard member 
Rob Hunt is unopposed for another 
three-year term, and incumbent 
Addison Northwest School District 
(ANSWD) board member Amy 
Kittredge is alone on the ballot for 
three more years.

The selectboard is requesting 
$649,533.70 for non-road spending, 
with $444,178.91 to be raised in 
taxes. The spending request is up 
about $60,000 from the municipal 
spending approved a year ago. 

The selectboard is asking 
residents to approve $911,054 of 
spending to maintain the town’s 
roads, with $732,009 to be raised by 
taxes. That request is up almost 2% 
from the $893,914 highway budget 
that voters approved in March 2022. 

Of note elsewhere on Addison’s 
ballot is a request for residents to 
support $5,000 for professional 
maintenance of the town’s website 
(addisonvt.net), which in general 
now does not compare favorably 
with that of most other local 
communities.

Addison residents will meet with 
town officials at 7 p.m. on Monday, 
March 6, at the former Addison 
Central School to learn about and 
discuss issues, including delays in 
the Addison Town Hall project that 
was previously approved by voters, 
and then cast votes the next day 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. at the town 
clerk’s office next door. 

There are requests from 18 
nonprofits on the March 7 ballot, 
most notably $10,000 from the 
Town Line First Response Squad 
and $30,162 from the Bixby 
Library. 

Also on the March 7 ballot is 
ANWSD spending. The ANWSD 
board’s proposed budget calls for an 
11.3% spending increase to roughly 
$25.3 million. It preserves existing 
programs and adds a couple jobs, 
notably a middle school principal. 

Officials said higher costs for 
salaries, health insurance, energy, 
transportation, property and liability 
insurance and Hannaford Career 
Center tuition are major factors 
driving spending higher. 

Because of increased state 
funding for education, that higher 
spending will require only a 1.56-
cent increase to the district tax rate 
to support it.

But due to higher property values, 
ANWSD communities have seen 
their Common Levels of Appraisals 
(CLAs) plummet by between 
roughly 5 and 12%, and because of 
that factor tax rates are expected to 
rise substantially in district towns.

In Addison it means an increase 
of about 23.6 cents in the residential 
school tax rate to an estimated 
$1.8569 per $100 of assessed 
property value, according to 
ANWSD estimates. Those estimates 
are based on current information, 
and the Legislature could still act to 
further aid local tax rates. 

ANWSD tax rates in all five 
communities had also dropped in 
each of the five district communities 
over the past two years, including 
by about 9 cents less in Addison. 

The estimated 2023-24 rate is 
also about 14 cents higher than the 
town’s 2020-21 rate, which is about 
an 8% increase over three years.

Brandon
BRANDON — Brandon 

residents on Tuesday, March 7, 
will be voting on three contested 
seats on the selectboard. 
Incumbent Brian Coolidge will 
face Marielle Blais for a three-year 
term. Elections for two one-year 
terms will see sitting selectboard 
members Seth Hopkins and Ralph 
Ethier on the ballot, as well as 

newcomer Cecil Reniche-Smith.
Susan Gage is running 

uncontested for three-year terms 
as both town clerk and town 
treasurer; she currently holds both 
positions. Jeff Haylon is running 
uncontested for a two-year term as 
a public library trustee.

There are two races with no 
announced candidates: town 
moderator and trustee of public 
funds. Both will be decided by 
write-in votes.

Voters will also be asked to 
approve spending $3,346,150 
for the FY 2024 budget year, of 
which $2,737,260 is to be raised 
by property taxes. That represents 
an increase of approximately 3.6% 
from the previous year’s spending 
and an increase of approximately 
1% in amount raised by taxes. 

In addition to the $3.34 million 
in town spending, voters will be 
asked to approve raising taxes to 
fund:

• $7,000, Brandon Independence 
Day Celebration.

• $25,000, Brandon American 
Legion Post 55.

• $1,000, Brandon Area 
Chamber of Commerce.

• $82,580, Brandon Area Rescue 
Squad.

• $92,000, Brandon Free Public 
Library.

• $13,500, Brandon Senior 
Citizens Center.

• $1,000, Open Door Clinic, 
Community Health Services of 
Addison County, which provides 
access to dental and healthcare, 
free of charge, to those who are 
uninsured or under-insured.

• $550, RSVP & The Volunteer 
Center, for free income tax 
preparation and volunteer 
placements.

• $1,500, Rutland County 
Humane Society.

• $10,200, VNA & Hospice of 
the Southwest Region.

• $2,500, Brandon Museum at 
the Stephen A. Douglas Birthplace 
Community Center.

• $2,900, Southern Vermont 
Council on Aging.

Brandon voters will also weigh 
in on a proposed Otter Valley 
Unified Union School District 
spending plan of $24,174,395, 
which would result in education 
spending of $18,629 per equalized 
pupil — 9.27% higher than 
spending for the current year.

The board representing the 
OVUUSD has no contested races. 
Kevin Thornton is running for 
a three-year-term representing 
Brandon. M. Fernanda Canales 
is running to complete one year 
of a three-year term representing 
Goshen. Brett Mullin is running to 
complete two years of a three-year 
term representing Pittsford.

Two at-large seats for the 
OVUUSD board are on the ballot: 
Jeremy Gildrien, Paul W. Lathrop, 
and Brent Scarborough are all 
running for the two three-year 
seats. 

Brandon will gather for the 
annual town meeting on Monday, 
March 6, at 7 p.m. at Brandon 
Town Hall. The only item on the 
agenda is to hear the selectboard’s 

explanation of town budget. 
Voting by Australian Ballot will 
take place the next day, March 7, 
at the Brandon American Legion 
Post 55, 550 Franklin St., between 
10 a.m. and 7 p.m.

Bridport
BRIDPORT — A contested race 

for Bridport’s lone seat on the 
Addison Central School District 
(ACSD) board will highlight the 
town’s 2023 town meeting agenda.

It’s a race for a three-year term 
that features Suzanne Buck, the 
incumbent, versus challenger Hilda 
Stone. All candidates for the ACSD 
board are elected at-large, by 
voters in the district’s entire seven-
town voting block that includes 
Bridport, Cornwall, Middlebury, 
Ripton, Salisbury, Shoreham and 
Weybridge.

There will also be competition 
for three other spots on the ACSD 
board:

• Chris Kramer, Jeffrey Taylor 
and Ellen Whelan-Wuest will 
compete for a one-year spot 
representing Cornwall on the 
13-member panel.

• Tricia Allen, Jason Chance, 
Laura Harthan and Ron Makleff 
will compete for two Middlebury 
spots on the ACSD board. 

Meanwhile, newcomer Ellie 
Romp is unopposed for Salisbury’s 
seat on the board. 

Incumbent ACSD board reps 
Mary Gill and Victoria Jette of 
Middlebury, and Salisbury rep 
Jennifer Nuceder, decided not to 
seek re-election.

Bridport residents will decide a 
fiscal year 2024 highway spending 
plan of $1,204,843, which is 
around $105,000 more than this 
year’s spending plan. Town Clerk 
Julie Howlett cited inflation, 
rising fuel costs, wage increases 
and the proposed purchase of a 
dehumidifier for the town garage 
as some of the reasons for the 
increase.

The FY24 general fund request 
comes in at $342,043, around 
$20,000 more than this year’s 
$322,380 spending plan.

The warning features 27 separate 
financial requests, totaling $65,158, 
from various nonprofits that serve 
Addison County residents.

Bridport residents will field a 
proposed fiscal year 2024 ACSD 
budget of $42,269,305, which 
represents a 7.2% increase in 
education spending and an 8.1% 
hike in the cost per equalized 
pupil. If approved, the budget is 
expected to create a new education 
property tax rate of $1.77 per $100 
of property value in Bridport — 
representing a 6-cent increase 
compared to this year.

There are no contested town 
elections this year. Tim Howlett 
and Drexel Wheeler are unopposed 
for terms of three years and two 
years, respectively, on the Bridport 
selectboard.

Bridport’s annual town meeting 
is slated for Tuesday, March 7, at 

10:30 a.m. in the Bridport Masonic/
Community Hall. The polls for 
voting by Australian ballot will be 
open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Bristol
BRISTOL — Bristol will hold 

its annual town meeting at Holley 
Hall on Monday, March 6, at 7 
p.m. Voting by Australian Ballot 
to approve town and school district 
budgets, elect town and school 
officers and to approve the Mount 
Abraham Unified School District 
(MAUSD) withdrawal agreement 
with the Lincoln School District 
will take place the following day, 
March 7, from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. at 
Holley Hall.

The March 7 ballot will ask 
Bristol voters to approve three 
major town appropriations:

• $1,113,885 in General Fund 
spending, an increase of $156,460, 
or 16.3%, with $923,306 to be 
raised in taxes.

• $894,658 in Public Works/
Highway spending, an increase of 
$63,888, or 7.7%, with $744,486 
to be raised in taxes.

• $349,269 for the Arts, Parks, 
and Recreation Department 
budget, up $28,723, or around 9%, 
with $250,469 to be raised in taxes.

Residents will be asked to 
approve $146,381 for 30 voted 
appropriations to nonprofit 
organizations, an increase of 
$8,850, or 6.4%.

Voters will also be asked to 
distribute $36,000 of the 2022 
undesignated fund balance among 
the Capital Building Fund, the 
Capital Technology Fund and the 
Cemetery Fund. Article 10 asks 
voters to authorize changing the 
name of the Capital Building 
Fund to the Capital Building and 
Maintenance Fund.

Residents that live in the Bristol 
Police District (primarily the 
village) will consider a proposed 
spending plan of $599,348, an 
increase of $94,769, or 18.8%, 
with $456,181 to be raised by 
taxes.

Voters in Bristol, as part of 
the MAUSD, will also be asked 
to approve the school district’s 
withdrawal agreement with the 
Lincoln School District, which 
includes the property transfer of 
the Lincoln Community School 
and bond. The Lincoln School 

District would also receive a 
negotiated portion of the MAUSD 
Education Reserve Fund, totaling 
$74,754.

There are no contested races on 
Bristol’s Town Meeting Day ballot 
this year. Selectboard incumbents 
John “Peeker” Heffernan (two-
year-term) and Michelle Perlee 
(three-year-term) are both running 
unopposed.

All other candidates for town 
offices are running unopposed, 
except for in the second constable 
race, which has drawn no 
candidates.

Two of the town’s seats on the 
MAUSD Board are also up for 
election. MAUSD Board Vice 
Chair Krista Siringo of Bristol 
will run unopposed for a one-
year-term. Another Bristol school 
board representative, Kris Pearsall, 
has decided not to run again. No 
candidates have come forward to 
run for the three-year-seat.

Bristol residents can still elect 
someone to fill Pearsall’s seat, 
if a write-in candidate receives 
the sufficient number of votes. 
Otherwise, the MAUSD board, 
in consultation with the town’s 
selectboard, will appoint a Bristol 
resident to fill the open spot.

The MAUSD’s annual meeting 
has been scheduled for Tuesday, 
Feb. 28, at 6 p.m. at Mount 
Abraham Union High School.

The March 7 ballot will ask 
voters to OK a $33,868,900 
MAUSD spending plan for the 
2023-2024 school year. The 
proposed plan reflects $22,915 in 
spending per equalized pupil, an 
increase of $3,088, or 15.52%.

MAUSD officials have 
estimated the spending plan would 
translate to a 7.15 cent increase in 
the education tax rate for Bristol 
residents that pay taxes based on 
the value of their home. Residents 
that pay based on their income 
would likely see a decrease in the 
FY24 tax rate.

District voters will also be asked 
to authorize the MAUSD Board 
to transfer up to $1.7 million from 
the Capital Reserve Fund to the 
district’s general fund in order 
to pay for expenses related to 
the ongoing lobby and bathroom 
renovations at Mount Abraham 
Union High School. The Capital 
Reserve Fund has a current balance 
of $1,780,118.

Article 9 asks voters to authorize 
the deposit of $438,504 of the 
district’s unaudited fund balance 
into the Capital Reserve Fund.

Cornwall
CORNWALL — Cornwall 

residents on Town Meeting Day 
will help decide a contested race 
for their single seat on the Addison 
Central School District Board, the 
highlight of an otherwise basic to-
do list for their annual gathering.

The local race is for the one-year 
remaining on former Cornwall 
ACSD rep Peter Conlon’s term, 
which he recently vacated in order 
to take the reins of the Vermont 
House Education Committee. The 
three people vying for the spot are 
Chris Kramer, Jeffrey Taylor and 
Ellen Whelan-Wuest (who was 
picked to serve in the seat until the 
March 7 election).

Other contested races for the 
ACSD board on March 7 involve:

• Tricia Allen, Jason Chance, 
Laura Harthan and Ron Makleff, 
vying for two three-year 
Middlebury spots on the panel.

• Incumbent Suzanne Buck and 
challenger Hilda Stone for a three-
year term representing Bridport.

All candidates for the ACSD 
board are elected at-large, by 
voters in the district’s seven towns: 
Cornwall, Bridport, Middlebury, 
Ripton, Salisbury, Shoreham and 
Weybridge.

There are no other contested 
elections on the Cornwall ballot. 
Incumbent Cornwall selectboard 
members Brian Kemp and Tanya 
Byker have no challengers for 
terms of three years and two years, 
respectively.

Ellie Romp is the lone candidate 
for Salisbury’s seat on the ACSD 
board.

Cornwall residents will field a 
proposed fiscal year 2024 ACSD 
budget of $42,269,305, which 
represents a 7.2% increase in 
education spending and an 8.1% 

(See Cornwall, Page 12A)

BRANDON ELECTION OFFICIALS help check in and get residents their ballots for Australian ballot voting at the Brandon American Legion 
Hall on Town Meeting Day 2022. Staffing the two stations were, left to right, Wendy Rowe Feldman, Bud Coolidge, Laura Peterson, Marge 
Munger and Hillary Knapp.

Independent file photo/Angelo Lynn

A LITTLE BOY absorbs a lesson in community responsibility when 
he gets to watch his mother fill out a Town Meeting Day ballot at the 
Middlebury Recreation Center on the first Tuesday of March 2022.

Independent file photo/Steve James
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hike in the cost per equalized 
pupil. If approved, the budget is 
expected to create a new education 
property tax rate of $1.63 per $100 
of property value in Cornwall — 
representing a 9-cent decrease 
compared to this year.

In other action at their town 
meeting, Cornwall residents will:

• Be asked to OK a 2023-2024 
general fund request of $535,400, 
up from this year’s spending plan 
of $505,072.

• Field an FY24 highway fund 
request of $535,150, up from this 
year’s ask of $476,100.

Cornwall Town Clerk Sue 
Johnson said the increases are due 
in part to the addition to health 
care benefits to a town highway 
position and training expenses for 
the assistant town clerk/treasurer.

• Be asked to appropriate 
$67,950 to support their local fire 
department.

• Earmark $4,000 for the 
Cornwall Free Public Library.

• Give a total of $34,445 to 
a variety of Addison County 
nonprofits that serve Cornwall 
residents.

Cornwall’s annual meeting will 
be on Saturday, March 4, at 10 a.m. 
in the Bingham Memorial School. 
Australian ballot voting will occur 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Tuesday, 
March 7, at the Cornwall Town 
Hall.

(Cornwall continued
from Page 11A)

Ferrisburgh
FERRISBURGH — With no 

contested races, financial decisions 
will dominate Ferrisburgh’s town 
meeting and Australian balloting 
this Town Meeting Day.

There will be a new face on the 
Ferrisburgh selectboard, as current 
Chair Jessica James chose not to 
run again after five years on the 
board, the past three years as its 
leader. 

Filing for the two-year term 
James is vacating was auditor 
and longtime Ferrisburgh planner 
Walter Reed. Meanwhile, multi-
term selectboard incumbent Jim 
Benoit chose to run again, seeking 
another three years.

Also running unopposed are two 
incumbent Addison Northwest 
School District (ANWSD) board 
members, Erica Andrus for a 
one-year term and Chris Kayhart 
for a three-year term. Kayhart is 
currently the board’s vice chair.

Voting for candidates and on the 
ANWSD budget will be held at the 
town’s Route 7 town offices from 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m. on Tuesday, March 
7. 

Decisions on town finances, 
including the selectboard budget 
and articles seeking approval for 
a grader purchase and $37,495 of 
charitable donations will be done 
from the floor of town meeting, 
also at town hall, at 10 a.m. on 
Saturday, March 4.

The selectboard has proposed a 
$2,455,992 budget (including the 
nonprofit donations) that would, if 
voters on March 4 approve, boost 
spending by around $90,000, or 
3.8%. 

Among budget drivers are higher 
costs for the highway department, 
liability insurance, the town’s share 
of Vergennes Fire Department 
spending and a $20,000 “personnel 
contingency” that could be used 
if the town needs to increase the 
hours and benefits in order to find a 
new treasurer to replace the retiring 
Deb Healey. 

Town Clerk and Assistant 
Treasurer Pam Cousino estimated 
with an offset from anticipated 
growth in the town’s grand list 
the higher spending could add 1.5 
cents to the municipal portion of 
the town’s tax rate, raising it to 
about 36 cents per $100 of assessed 
property value.

The grader request is for 
$324,000, but the selectboard is 
proposing to put $200,000 of the 
town’s American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) funding and $15,000 from 
the town highway department’s 
truck fund toward the purchase, 
leaving taxpayers to foot the 
$110,000 balance. Cousino said 
that spending would not affect the 
budget until next year. 

Town officials said the March 
4 town meeting will offer a Zoom 
option, but those who want to vote  
on the financial questions will have 
to show up in person.

The ANWSD board proposed 
a budget that calls for a 11.3% 
spending increase of about $3 
million to roughly $25.3 million. 
It preserves existing programs 
and adds a couple jobs, notably a 
middle school principal. 

Officials said higher costs 
for salaries, health insurance, 
energy, transportation, property 
and liability insurance, and the 
Hannaford Career Center tuition 
are major factors driving spending 
higher. 

Because of increased state 
funding for education, that higher 
spending in ANWSD will require 
only a 1.56-cent increase to the 
district tax rate to support it.

But due to higher property values, 
the five ANWSD communities 
have seen their Common Levels 
of Appraisals (CLAs) plummet 
by between roughly 5 and 12%, 
and due to that factor tax rates are 
expected to rise substantially in 
district towns.

In Ferrisburgh it means an 
increase of about 17 cents in the 
residential school tax rate, from 
about $1.5963 to a roughly $1.77 
per $100 of assessed property 
value, according to ANWSD 
estimates. Those estimates are 
based on current information, and 
the Legislature could still act to 
further aid local tax rates, while 
some towns, including Ferrisburgh, 
are appealing their CLAs to the 
Vermont Department of Taxes. 

ANWSD tax rates have 
dropped in each of the five district 
communities over the past two 
years. According to the ANWSD 
estimate, even with this year’s 
increase, Ferrisburgh’s 2023-24 
residential school tax rate of $1.77 
will be within a penny of the rates 
Ferrisburgh was assessed in the 
2018-19 and 2019-20 school years.

 

Goshen
GOSHEN — While 2023 will 

mark a return to an in-person town 
meeting for most Vermont towns, 
Goshen met in-person last year and 
will again gather live at 7 p.m. on 
Monday, March 6, in Goshen Town 
Hall. Australian ballot voting is 
Tuesday, March 7, 9 a.m.-7 p.m. at 
the town hall. 

However, what is, for some, a key 
component of the evening will be 
missing — no potluck dinner before 
the meeting. Town Clerk Rosemary 
McKinnon said this is due a change 
in the Municipal Building Access 
Policy, which was instituted by the 
current selectboard.

That is among what is apparently 
a number of complaints that could 
draw a large number of residents to 
the meeting.

“I think we’ll have a good turnout 
this year,” McKinnon said.

One hot topic will be whether 
the town will offer garbage, 
recycling and food waste collection. 
Apparently, there is dissention over 

how the selectboard awarded the 
trash pickup contract last year and 
some just want the town to get out 
of the trash business altogether. 
McKinnon said there has been 
trash pickup or drop-off at a central 
location for at least 20 years. If 
residents decide they want the 
town to be involved, then they will 
appropriate not more than $32,000 
for one of two options: curbside 
pickup or central collection. 

Voting on general town spending 
and road spending will also take 
place at town meeting. The general 
fund request is for $244,163. That 
is very close to the figure that 
was approved last year with no 
discussion. Residents will also vote 
on spending $176,500 to defray 
highway expenses, which is less 
than what was approved last year. 
The town has secured at least a 
half-million dollars in grants to 
fix Town Hill Road, which was a 
contentious issue last year. Also, the 
selectboard has set policy so that 
it must OK every expenditure on 
the roads, which might be keeping 
spending down. The board invites 
discussion on whether Goshen 
should outsource road maintenance 
to a third party so it wouldn’t have 
to keep and maintain equipment, 
nor would it have to track hours 
and manage road department 
employees.

Discussion on several hot topics 
could take place during the budget 
discussion, or during discussion, 
if there is any, on the selectboard 
report, which is the first article on the 
warning. In addition to complaints 
about trash collection, some people 
are upset over the building access 
policy and its requirement to get 
a permit to use the town hall for 
an event. Also, the selectboard 

removed a security camera from 
the town offices, and security 
cameras at other town venues are 
also in dispute as some people 
think they are unnecessary and 
ineffective while others think they 
are necessary and don’t understand 
why they were removed.

Meeting attendees will also 
decide if the three members of the 
town cemetery commission will 
change from being appointed to 
instead be elected by Australian 
ballot.

It has been a tumultuous year 
for Goshen municipal government. 
Since the last town meeting, two 
of the three selectboard member 
abruptly resigned due to uncivil 
behavior shown toward them. The 
one remaining selectboard member, 
Thomasina Magoon, was just 
elected this past March. As a result, 
Tammy Walsh and Bill Mathis were 
appointed to the selectboard. 

In Town Meeting Day voting, 
Goshen residents will be voting for 
two selectboard seats. Mathis will 
stand for a one-year seat with former 
Selectman David McKinnon also 
running for that position. Walsh will 
face Marci Hayes for a three-year 
seat. Hayes is also on the ballot for 
the position of first constable.

Also on that Tuesday, Goshen 
voters will weigh in on a proposed 
Otter Valley Unified Union 
School District spending plan of 
$24,174,395, which would result in 
education spending of $18,629 per 
equalized pupil — 9.27% higher 
than spending for the current year.

Fernanda Canales is running 
uncontested to complete one year 
of a three-year term representing 
Goshen on the OVUUSD board. 
There is a contest for two at-large 
seats for the OVUUSD board are on 

the ballot: Jeremy Gildrien, Paul W. 
Lathrop and Brent Scarborough are 
all running for the two three-year 
seats. 

Goshen will also have the 
opportunity to vote on two other 
OVUUSD board seats. Kevin 
Thornton is running uncontested 
for a three-year-term representing 
Brandon, and Brett Mullin is 
running to complete two years 
of a three-year term representing 
Pittsford.

Granville
GRANVILLE — The residents 

who gather for the Granville Town 
Meeting on March 7 may not have 
much heated discussion to keep 
them awake, if the meeting agenda 
is any indication.

“It’s a sleeper,” said Town Clerk 
Cheryl Sargeant when asked about 
the expected high points of the 
gathering, which will take place 
next Tuesday at 6 p.m. in the 
Granville Town Hall.

One item that could draw people 
to the meeting is the prospect of 
electing a new member for the 
Granville selectboard. Current 
board member Jennifer Stickney, 
who was appointed in the fall of 
2020 and won the seat outright 
at town meeting in 2021, will 
not be running for re-election. 
Sargeant had not heard of anyone 
campaigning for the job, but it will 
be up for nominations and voting at 
Tuesday’s meeting. 

“That seat’s open for anyone who 
wants it,” she said.

The big-money item on the 
agenda is the town budget, which 
was warned at $388,304, which is 

almost 3% higher than the $377,064 
that voters approved at last year’s 
meeting (which was delayed until 
May so that residents could meet in 
person with less fear of spreading 
COVID-19). The town clerk said 
all of the $11,000 increase came 
in items outside the control of the 
selectboard, including insurance, 
ambulance charges and fuel. 
Sargeant noted that spending on the 
roads is budgeted to decrease 3.2%. 
There is $15,000 less budgeted 
for road sand because of left-over 
material and $5,000 less for road 
gravel because the board expects 
less to be needed, but roadside 
mowing and tree removal costs 
are up $9,000 and storm cleanup 
increases $500 because of more 
work is expected in those areas.

Voters will also be asked to put 
$6,000 more into the Highway 
Capital Investment Fund for 
road paving, and $5,000 into the 
Municipal Building Investment 
Fund for repainting municipal 
buildings.

Hancock
HANCOCK — When the 

residents of Hancock gather for 
their annual meeting in the town 
hall at 10 a.m. on Town Meeting 
Day, they will consider a proposed 
spending plan that is up around 
$38,000 from the figure approved 
last year — a 10 percent increase. 
But those who have read their town 
report closely will know that more 
than three-quarters of that increase 
can be chalked up to a change in 
accounting. 

Last year voters approved 
municipal spending of $377,116, 
plus appropriations of $35,00 that 
included $23,335 for White River 
Valley Ambulance and $2,101 for 
the emergency medical response 
provided by Granville Volunteer 
Fire Department. The selectboard 
decided to move the White River 
Valley Ambulance and Granville 
FD medical response costs from 
the voted appropriations line 
to the Public Safety line in the 
main spending plan. The board is 
budgeting $25,848 for White River 
ambulance and $2,204 for Granville 
FD.

“We felt was a more appropriate 
place for these important public 
safety services,” board members 
wrote in the town report.

Bottom line is residents at the 
town meeting will vote on proposed 
municipal spending of $415,160. 
All but about $10,000 of the 
spending increase from last year 
can be accounted for in the public 
safety change. And nothing sticks 
out as responsible for that additional 
$10K.

“It was a lot of little things that 
added up,” Town Clerk Jody Jesso 
said. “All of our vendors have raised 
their prices. (The selectboard) 
cut some line items” to check the 
increase in total spending. 

The property taxes picture is 
unclear. In addition to voting on 
town spending, Hancock residents 
will decide whether to authorize 
moving $90,326 from a money 
market account to the General Fund 
in order to reduce taxes. The money 
market was set up in the mid-1990s 
to accept state funds and grants, and 
over the years some of that money 
was transferred to other town 
accounts but not properly recorded. 
After making sure that none of 
the money was owed to outside 
contractors, the auditor suggested 
moving it to the General Fund, 
which the selectboard is putting to 
a vote of the people. In a way, it is 
a one-time windfall for taxpayers, 
though it really makes up for tax 
money that was spent here and there 
over the past two and half decades.

Also on Tuesday, town officers 
will be elected. A three-year term 
on the selectboard is up for a vote; 
board Chair Scott Gillette’s term 
expires that day, and Jesso was 
unsure whether he wished to be re-
elected, nor hadn’t heard of others 
interested in the seat. 

Leicester

(See Leicester, Page 13A)

LEICESTER — Even though 
this year’s Leicester town meeting 
— scheduled for Monday, March 
6, 7 p.m. at the Leicester Meeting 
House — is for informational 

GOSHEN SELECTBOARD CHAIR David McKinnon explains a point of town business at the tiny community’s town meeting in 2022. Goshen 
was one of a few communities to hold an in-person town meeting last year.

Independent file photo/Steve James

ANNA SEILER (LEFT) raises her hand to ask a question at Goshen’s town meeting in 2022.
Independent file photo/Steve James
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purposes only, some people in town 
are looking forward to it. Like most 
places in Vermont, this will be the 
first in-person town meeting since 
2020.

“It’s pretty exciting,” said 
Town Clerk Julie Delphia. “For 
small towns, town meeting is one 
of the few opportunities for the 
community to come together in one 
place and interact.”

Regardless of how well those 
human interactions go, Leicester 
residents will have some important 
decisions to make when they go 
to the polls between 10 a.m. and 
7 p.m. on Tuesday at the Leicester 
Town Office. Perhaps the biggest 
will be giving a yes or no on 
proposed spending of $798,562, 
which represents an increase of 
$36,296, or 4.8%, from the figure 
approved last year. The meeting 
warning breaks out that proposed 
spending at $330,972 for general 
town spending and $467,590 for 
spending on roads. 

Despite that hike in spending, 
the projected property taxes would 
actually slide almost $5,000, or 
1%, to $590,319. 

There are no contested elections 
for town office posts on the Town 
Meeting Day ballot. Vying for 
three- and two-year seats on 
the Leicester selectboard are 
incumbents Tom Barker and John 
Rouse. Town Clerk and Treasurer 
Julie Delphia is the only name on 
the ballot for three years in each of 
those positions. 

Leicester voters will be asked 
to assist people in recovery from 
substance use disorder by putting 
forward $1,000 to the Turning 
Point Center of Addison County. 
Another petitioned item on the 
town warning asks if voters 
approve or deny the town authority 
to spend town funds to the Otter 
Creek Watershed Insect Control 
District (formerly the BLSG) to 
spay for mosquito — the petition 
didn’t specify an amount that could 
be spent.

Also on that Tuesday, Leicester 
voters will weigh in on a proposed 
Otter Valley Unified Union 
School District spending plan of 
$24,174,395, which would result in 
education spending of $18,629 per 
equalized pupil — 9.27% higher 
than spending for the current year.

Leicester has an open seat on the 
OVUUSD board with no one on 
the ballot; write-ins are welcome. 
Residents of Leicester may also 
vote in elections of other towns’ 
school directors, and there is a 
contest for two at-large seats for 
the OVUUSD board: Jeremy 
Gildrien, Paul W. Lathrop and 
Brent Scarborough are all running 
for the 2 three-year seats. 

LINCOLN — Lincoln will 
return to holding its annual town 
meeting in-person this year. The 
meeting is scheduled for Monday, 
March 6, at 6 p.m. at Burnham 
Hall. Voting by Australian ballot to 
elect town officers and approve the 
Hannaford Career Center budget 
will take place the following day, 
Tuesday, March 7, from 7 a.m. to 7 
p.m., also at Burnham Hall. 

A four-way race for one open seat 
on the Lincoln selectboard is the 
only contested race on Lincoln’s 

(Leicester continued
from Page 12A)

Lincoln

Town Meeting Day ballot this year. 
The four candidates are vying for a 
two-year term in the seat currently 
held by incumbent Oakley Smith, 
who has announced he will not run 
again. Candidates in the race are 
Joe Martell, Dennis Filion, Conor 
McDonough and Jacob Pierce. 

All other candidates for town 
positions are running unopposed, 
including selectboard incumbents 
Bill Finger (three-year-term) and 
Tim McGowan (three-year-term). 
McGowan was appointed by the 
selectboard in September to fill 
the vacancy left by Paul Forlenza’s 
resignation. 

Lincoln voters will be asked to 
approve $450,732 in general fund 
spending, a decrease of $45,693, 
or 9.2%, with $276,559 to be 
raised in taxes. 

Proposed highway spending 
would increase by $68,547, 
or 6.4%, to $1,137,604, with 
$950,788 to be raised by taxes. 

Article 7 asks voters to authorize 
the deposit of $175,000 into 
Lincoln’s Paving Reserve Fund, 
the same amount as this year, 
in anticipation of future paving 
needs. 

Six other articles on the Town 
Meeting Day warning ask voters 
to approve 26 voted appropriations 
totaling $41,860, which is $500, 
or 1.2% more than what was 
approved last year. 

Voters will also be asked to 
authorize a sum of $10,000 for 
contracted law enforcement 
services. 

The Lincoln School District 
will hold its annual meeting on 
April 11, during which voters will 
be asked to approve the school 
district budget, elect school board 
members and authorize the creation 
of a reserve fund to hold $74,754 
in funds that the Lincoln School 
District is set to receive through its 
financial exit agreement with the 
Mount Abraham Unified School 
District when it separates from the 
larger district. 

Also during the Lincoln School 

District’s annual meeting, voters 
will be asked to authorize spending 
the balance of the privately-raised 
funds in the Lincoln School District 
Transition Fund. The school district 
has raised over $90,000 to cover 
the one-time costs of forming an 
independent school district, which 
include legal fees, consultants 
and the recruitment and hiring of 
central office staff. 

Middlebury
MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 

residents are in store for interesting 
town meeting agenda, one that will 
include a vote on a $3.5 million 
water holding tank, a proposed 
change to the town charter, a switch 
in the tax-collection schedule, and 
some hotly contested school board 
races.

The new, 1.3-million-gallon tank 
would supplement an existing, 
1.5 million-gallon receptacle 
on Chipman Hill that delivers 
municipal water to 6,000 year-
round consumers in town. Town 
officials note a 2017 “sanitary 
survey” conducted by the state of 
Vermont that found the current 
Chipman Hill water storage facility 
undersized and unable to provide 
enough capacity for average-day 
demands.

Officials have decided to bond 
for project costs, with payback 
reduced by taking $1 million from 
Middlebury’s local option tax 
surplus fund.

The proposed Fiscal year 
2023-2024 municipal spending 
plan comes in at $12,921,448, 
representing an 8.3% increase 
compared to this year. And while 

the $8,553,380 tax affecting portion 
of the spending plan reflects an 
8.5% bump, town officials have 
made a few revenue adjustments 
— including dipping into the 
town’s local option tax surplus 
fund — that would limit the pain to 
a 4.5-cent (or 5.2%) increase in the 
municipal property tax rate.

“It is a level-service budget,” 
Town Manager Kathleen Ramsay 
said. “Like everyone, we were 
hit with a number of inflationary 
increases, wages, benefits, cost of 
fuel, cost of equipment. We’re also 
funding a couple of special capital 
improvement projects, in addition 
to our usual ambitious suite of 
projects.”

Those special projects include:
• $160,000 for ongoing planning 

— including preliminary design 
work — for a major makeover of 
the Ilsley Library.

• $50,000 for planning and site 
stabilization related to the planned 
realignment of the Court Street/
Monroe Street/Charles Avenue 
intersection. In order to make 
that realignment possible, voters 
will be asked in a separate town 
meeting article to allow the use 
of up to $295,000 from the Cross 
Street Bridge Reserve Fund to buy 
(and remove) the former Maverick 
Gas Station at 82 Court St.

Other articles on Middlebury’s 
town meeting agenda include:

• A proposal to apply up to 
$228,496 from the Cross Street 
Bridge Reserve Fund to help offset 
the tax impacts of the FY24 capital 
improvement budget, including 
$135,636 in debt service for 
renovations to one of the former 
Middlebury wastewater treatment 
plant buildings that will be used by 
the police department.

• A proposal to change the town 

charter to make the town treasurer 
an appointed, rather than elected, 
position.

• A suggested change in the 
town’s property tax payment 
schedule. Taxpayers currently 
pay their property taxes in three 
installments. The selectboard 
wants to change that to two equal 
installments for FY24, due on Nov. 
15, 2023, and March 15, 2024. The 
Independent on Jan. 5 published an 
op ed from the town explaining the 
rationale behind the change.

Middlebury residents on Town 
Meeting Day will also help decide 
contested elections for four seats on 
the Addison Central School District 
Board — including two three-year 
spots representing Middlebury. 
Tricia Allen, Jason Chance, Laura 
Harthan and Ron Makleff are 
competing for the Middlebury 
spots on the 13-member panel, 
which oversees preK-12 education 
for children in Bridport, Cornwall, 
Middlebury, Ripton, Salisbury, 
Shoreham and Weybridge.

Meanwhile, incumbent Suzanne 
Buck faces challenger Hilda Stone 
for a three-year term representing 
Bridport on the ACSD board, while 
Chris Kramer, Jeffrey Taylor and 
Ellen Whelan-Wuest are competing 
for a one-year term representing 
Cornwall.

All candidates for the ACSD 
board are elected at-large, by 
voters in the ACSD’s entire seven-
town voting bloc.

There are no other contested 
elections on the Middlebury ballot. 
Incumbent Selectmen Dan Brown 
and Brian Carpenter are unopposed 
for new three-year terms, while 
incumbent selectboard member 
Isabel Gogarty is unchallenged for 
a two-year term.

Middlebury Town Clerk Ann 

Webster is not running, and no 
one will be on the ballot to replace 
her. If no one gains enough write-
in votes for town clerk, Webster 
said she would continue for a few 
months to train a selectboard-
appointed replacement.

Middlebury residents will field 
a proposed fiscal year 2024 ACSD 
budget of $42,269,305, which 
represents a 7.2% increase in 
education spending and an 8.1% 
hike in the cost per equalized 
pupil. If approved, the budget is 
expected to create a new education 
property tax rate of $1.67 per $100 
of property value in Middlebury 
— representing a 1-cent decrease 
compared to this year.

Middlebury’s annual town 
meeting gathering is set for 
Monday, March 6, at 7 p.m. in the 
Middlebury Union High School 
auditorium. Australian ballot voting 
will occur the next day, from 7 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. at the town’s recreation 
center at 154 Creek Road.

Monkton

(See Monkton, Page 14A)

MONKTON — Monkton will 
return to holding its annual in-
person town meeting this year. The 
meeting is scheduled for Saturday, 
March 4, at 10 a.m. at the Monkton 
Central School. 

Voting by Australian ballot to 
elect town and school district 
officers and to approve the unified 
school district and Hannaford 
Career Center budgets and the 
withdrawal agreement between the 
Mount Abraham Unified School 
District and the Lincoln School 
District will take place on Tuesday, 
March 7, from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. at 
the Monkton Town Offices. 

Monkton voters will be asked 
to approve $778,446.50 in general 
fund expenditures, an increase 
of $11,174, or 1.5%. Though, if 
approved, the amount of taxes to 
be raised for general fund spending 
— $553,036.50 — is $14,342.09 
less than what was approved last 
March. 

Other spending requests on the 
Monkton Town Meeting warning 
include: 

• $873,135 in proposed highway 
spending, down $58,678.37, or 
6.3%, with $636,946.20 to be 
raised by taxes. 

• Up to $240,000 for the purchase 
of a Mack dump truck. 

• $27,749 in total appropriations 
to 26 social service agencies, the 
same amount as this year. 

Article 6 asks voters if the 
town should sell the 1859 Town 
Hall building. The town has been 

IT WAS JUST like old times — plus face masks — at the Goshen town meeting in 2022. On the eve of the second anniversary of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, most Vermont towns decided all of their annual town meeting decisions by Australian ballot, but folks in Goshen saw 
the falling infection rate and decided to host an in-person town meeting last year. Here some of the three dozen participants weigh in on an 
article with a show of hands. 

Independent file photo/Steve James

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
Open

7 days

www.MiddleburyAgway.com

     388 Exchange Street

        802-388-4937
Mon. - Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4

ORDER BABY 
CHICKS!

now thru 3/31 and 
pick up 4/19-4/20.

Laying Hens: Barred Rocks, Black 
Australorp, Black Jersey Giant, 

Rhode Island Red, Americana, Buff 
Orpington, Buff Brahma, Mystic 

Onyx, Silver Laced Wyandotte, Blue 
Andalusian, Lavender Orpington, 

Sapphire Gem

Meat Birds: Cornish Cross Broilers

Turkeys: White, Bronze

Ducks: Pekin, Black Swedish, 
Cayuga, Mallard, White Crested

Order forms available at 
www.MiddleburyAgway.com 

STARTING SUPPLIES Plus

Brooders, bulbs, waterers, 
feeders and more!
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considering what to do with the 
former town hall ever since the 
new town offices were completed 
in 2021. Voters are also asked 
to adopt the proposed Unified 
Planning Document that was 
approved by the selectboard on 
Jan. 24, to amend and replace the 
town’s previous Unified Planning 
Document. 

There are no contested races for 
town officer positions on the March 
7 ballot. Selectboard incumbents 
John McNerney (two-year-term) 
and Walter Crandall (three-year-
term) are running unopposed to 
keep their seats on the board. 
Crandall was appointed by the 
selectboard in January to serve out 
the balance of Bill Martin’s term.

No one has stepped forward to 
run for either of Monkton’s two 
open seats on the MAUSD board, 
both three-year terms. One of the 
seats opened up after longtime 
school board member and current 
board chair Dawn Griswold 
announced earlier this year that 
she wouldn’t seek re-election after 
over 20 years on the board.

The town’s other open school 
board seat has been vacant since it 
was created in September, when the 
MAUSD board was reapportioned 
to account for Lincoln’s withdrawal 
from the district. 

As members of the MAUSD, 
Monkton voters will be asked 
to approve the school district’s 
withdrawal agreement with the 
Lincoln School District. The 
agreement includes the property 
transfer of the Lincoln Community 
School and bond. The Lincoln 
School District would also receive 
a negotiated portion of the MAUSD 
Education Reserve Fund, totaling 
$74,754.

The MAUSD’s annual meeting 
was scheduled for Tuesday, Feb. 
28, at 6 p.m., at Mount Abraham 
Union High School. 

(Monkton continued
from Page 13A)

School district voters are asked 
to adopt a $33,868,900 spending 
plan for the 2023-2024 school year. 
The proposed plan reflects $22,915 
in spending per equalized pupil, an 
increase of $3,088.40, or 15.52%. 

MAUSD officials have estimated 
the spending plan would translate 
to an 8.68 cent increase in the tax 
rate for Monkton residents that pay 
education taxes based on the value 
of their home. Residents who pay 
based on their income — which 
is more than half of Vermonters 
— would likely see the amount 
of school taxes they pay go down 
a little bit, according to district 
officials’ estimates. 

District voters will also be asked 
to authorize the MAUSD board to 
transfer up to $1.7 million from 
the Capital Reserve Fund to the 
district’s General Fund in order 
to pay for expenses related to 
the ongoing lobby and bathroom 
renovations at Mount Abraham 
Union High School. The Capital 
Reserve Fund has a current balance 
of $1,780,118. 

Article 9 asks voters to authorize 
the deposit of $438,504 of the 
district’s unaudited fund balance 
into the Capital Reserve Fund. 

New Haven
NEW HAVEN — New Haven 

voters will elect two new faces to 
the town’s selectboard on Town 
Meeting Day, as well as consider 
the purchase of a piece of land 
that could eventually host a new 
fire station. The town will hold 
its 261st annual town meeting on 
Monday, March 6, at 6:30 p.m., at 
the Town Hall.  

Voting by Australian ballot to 
approve town and school district 
budgets, elect town and school 
district officers and to approve the 
Mount Abraham Unified School 

District’s withdrawal agreement 
with the Lincoln School District 
will take place the following day, 
Tuesday, March 7, from 7 a.m. to 7 
p.m., also at the New Haven Town 
Hall. 

When considering the proposed 
spending included on New Haven’s 
March 7 ballot, it’s worth noting 
that the town budgets on a January-
December calendar year, while the 
MAUSD budgets on a July-June 
fiscal year. Thus, school-related 
charges and payments show up in 
different New Haven fiscal years. 

In this year’s annual report, 
New Haven Treasurer Danielle 
Hubbell explains, “You will see a 
large surplus in the general fund, 
but a large portion of that is school 
taxes that are collected in 2022 but 
not paid until 2023.”  As a result, 
Article 7 of the New Haven town 
meeting warning includes both a 
$600,000 “school payment” due 
and a $466,101.38 “2022 surplus.”  

With that in mind, New Haven 
voters will be asked to approve:  

• $774,474 for general fund 
spending, an increase of 38,784.83, 
or 5.3%. 

• $600,000 for a school payment, 
an increase of $10,000, or 1.7%. 

• $1,285,297 for Road Fund 
Spending, up $57,604 or 4.7%, 
with $849,301 to be raised by taxes. 

• $26,358 in voted appropriations 
for local organizations, an increase 
of $750, or 2.9%. 

Additionally, New Haven voters 
will be asked to consider spending 
up to $140,000 from the Reserve 
Facilities Fund to do major repairs 
to the façade of the Town Hall 
(including repairs to the front porch 
and making ADA-accessibility 
improvements). 

The selectboard is also seeking 
permission to spend up to $70,000 
of the town’s American Rescue 
Plan Act funds to purchase five 
acres of land owned by VELCO 
on Route 17. Town officials have 
been looking for a piece of land on 

which to build a new fire station.  
The March 7 ballot asks New 

Haven voters, as members of the 
MAUSD, to approve the school 
district’s withdrawal agreement 
with the Lincoln School District. 
The agreement includes the 
property transfer of the Lincoln 
Community School and bond. The 
Lincoln School District would also 
receive a negotiated portion of the 
MAUSD Education Reserve Fund, 
totaling $74,754. 

There are no contested races on 
New Haven’s Town Meeting Day 
ballot, though voters will elect 
two new individuals to sit on their 
selectboard. Longtime member 
Steve Dupoise has decided to 
step down, and Michael Audy 
will run unopposed to fill that seat 
for a two-year-term. Selectboard 
Vice Chair Taborri Bruhl has also 
chosen not to run for another term. 
Marie Jewett is running unopposed 
for that three-year-term. 

One of New Haven’s two seats 
on the MAUSD board remains 
open after being vacated by 
Patrick Lawrence in August. No 
candidates have filed to run for 
Lawrence’s spot. Unless a write-in 
candidate wins sufficient votes to 
be elected on Town Meeting Day, 
the MAUSD board, in consultation 
with the New Haven selectboard, 
will appoint a town resident to fill 
the board seat for a one-year term.

The MAUSD’s annual meeting 
was scheduled for Tuesday, Feb. 
28, at 6 p.m. at Mount Abraham 
Union High School. 

The March 7 ballot will ask 
voters to adopt a $33,868,900 
MAUSD spending plan for the 
2023-2024 school year. The 
proposed plan reflects $22,914.77 
in spending per equalized pupil, an 
increase of $3,088.40, or 15.52%. 

MAUSD officials have 
estimated the spending plan would 
translate to an 8.14 cent increase 
in the education tax rate for New 
Haven residents that pay taxes 

based on the value of their home. 
Residents who pay based on their 
income — which is more than half 
of Vermonters — would likely see 
the amount of school taxes they 
pay go down a little bit, according 
to district officials’ estimates. 

District voters will also be asked 
to authorize the MAUSD board to 
transfer up to $1.7 million from 
the Capital Reserve Fund to the 
district’s general fund in order 
to pay for expenses related to 
the ongoing lobby and bathroom 
renovations at Mount Abraham 
Union High School. The Capital 
Reserve Fund has a current balance 
of $1,780,118. 

Article 9 asks voters to authorize 
the deposit of $438,504 of the 
district’s unaudited fund balance 
into the Capital Reserve Fund. 

Orwell
ORWELL — At the Orwell 

Town Meeting Day next Tuesday 
morning, Orwell residents will 
gather in person for the first time in 
three years.

“Everybody is kind of excited, 
this is when you get to see other 
people and everything,” said Orwell 
Town Clerk Betty Walker. 

Meeting and greeting may be a 
big part of the meeting, which will 
convene at 10 a.m. on March 7 at 
the Town Hall, since the warning 
doesn’t include much in the way of 
controversial measures. Residents 
will discuss and vote on a proposed 
town budget of $1,364,712, which is 
a more than 10% increase than the 
$1,236,685 approved last year. But 
the amount of the 2023 spending 
plan that will be paid in taxes 
($828,275) would see an increase of 
less than 3.5%, or less than the rate 
of inflation.

Walker explained that, unlike 
other recent budgets, the proposed 

town spending plan this year doesn’t 
have requests for road graders, half-
ton pickups or fire trucks.

“The selectboard didn’t ask for 
anything new, we’re just doing the 
regular appropriation. No vehicles, 
nothing big,” Walker said. “This 
year we’re boring.”

 One item on the warning strays 
from the usual. Article 4G asks 
voters to appropriate $10,000 to 
paint the exterior of the Wright 
Memorial Library Building. The 
town doesn’t own the building, but 
voters in the past have OK’d putting 
a new roof on it.

All of the town business is done 
at the town meeting except for 
electing town officials; that is done 
by Australian ballot.

Orwell residents will see familiar 
names on the ballot — only 
incumbents are running for election 
to the 16 town offices. The one 
exception is the three-year term for 
an auditor, for which there is no 
name on the ballot; but Town Clerk 
Walker has heard that a citizen is 
considering whether to ask fellow 
Orwellians to write in his name on 
the ballot.

Otherwise, the ballot includes 
Rex D. Corey to return to the 
selectboard for three years, Bill 
Goddard for a two-year selectboard 
seat, Bryan S. Young for town 
treasurer and Walker for town clerk, 
among others. On the Slate Valley 
Unified School District ballot, 
incumbent school board member 
John Wurzbacher is up for a vote on 
a three-year term.

Orwell voters on March 7 will 
also vote on the Slate Valley school 
budget, along with residents of 
Fair Haven, Castleton, Hubbarton, 
Benson and West Haven. The 
school spending plant is warned at 
$28,056,400, which represents an 
increase of a little less than 7% from 
the figure that voters approved last 
year after rejecting the spending 
plan once. 

(See Panton, Page 15A)

Strong Schools.  Strong Towns.  Strong Kids.

www.votechriskramer.com

ChrisChris

KramerKramer
ACSD Board

Endorsements

Co-Chair Since 2019, Friends of Cornwall School

Paid for by Chris Kramer, 553 Wooster Rd, West Cornwall, VT  05778

1.  Bring Transparency to New Superintendent Search.

2.  Amend Article 14 to Give Towns a Say in Their Future.

3.  Focus on Fiscally Responsible, Highest-Priority Facility Improvements.

• Ashley Lane, President, Bridport PTO
• Jubilee McGill, Addison-5 Representative (Bridport)
• Molly Daly, Co-Chair, Friends of Cornwall School
• Lorri Sperry, former Co-Chair, Friends of Cornwall School
• Kristi Tolgyesi, former member, Cornwall School Board
• Farhad Khan, Middlebury Selectboard
• Sadie Brightman, Executive Director, Middlebury Community Music Center
• Su White, Teaching Director, Quarry Hill School in Middlebury
• Linda January, Executive Director, Otter Creek Child Center/College Street 

Children’s Center in Middlebury
• Logan Price, Board Chair, Otter Creek Child Center/College Street Children’s 

Center in Middlebury, and former ACSD Business Manager
• Kymberly Breckenridge, Board Chair, Teen Center in Middlebury
• Jacqueline Prime, two-time winner of the Terri Lynne Lokoff Teacher Award for 

Outstanding Early Education
• Erin Robinson, President, Friends of Ripton School
• Laurie Cox, Chair, Ripton Selectboard
• Wendy Harlin, former member, Ripton School Board
• Barry King, former Director, Keewaydin Environmental Education Center (KEEC) 

in Salisbury
• Ruth Bernstein, Shoreham Selectboard
• Becca Kerr, Director, ARK Afterschool Program in Shoreham
• Fran Putnam, Weybridge

Find out what you need to know about the

aCSd SChool board 
CandidateS

don’t miSS thiS opportunity to get inFormed 
about a very important loCal vote!

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

Town Meeting Day is March 7

MiniBuryMiniBury

Come meet 
the candidates 
in person at 
an informal 
conversation 
hosted by 
Laurie and 
Millard Cox at 
Ilsley Library 
this Sunday, 
March 5,  
at 6 p.m.

viSit minibury.Com or addiSonIndependent.Com

for written Q&As as well as video responses to some  
key questions from each candidate.

SUZANNE BUCK,  
BRIDPORT

ELLEN WHELAN-WUEST, 
CORNWALL

LAURA HARTHAN,  
MIDDLEBURY

RON MAKLEFF,  
MIDDLEBURY

HILDA STONE,  
BRIDPORT

CHRIS KRAMER,  
CORNWALL

JASON CHANCE,  
MIDDLEBURY

ELLIE ROMP,  
SALISBURY

JEFFREY TAYLOR,  
CORNWALL

TRICIA ALLEN,  
MIDDLEBURY
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Panton
PANTON — In Town Meeting 

Day Australian balloting Panton 
voters will weigh in on higher 
town spending, a truck purchase, 
the elimination of a town position, 
and several unopposed candidates.

Panton residents will cast their 
votes on March 7 from 7 a.m. to 7 
p.m. upstairs in Panton Town Hall. 
The town’s informational meeting 
will be held at the same venue at 6 
p.m. on Monday, March 6.

The selectboard has proposed 
spending for the 2023-2024 fiscal 
year in the amount of $842,441, of 
which $703,672 would be funded 
by taxes. That, if approved on 
March 7, would be an increase of 
about $86,000 over the spending 
residents approved in March 2022.

Panton Town Clerk and Treasurer 
Maggie McCormick said more 
than half of the increase is due to 
a revenue shortfall from a previous 
fiscal year, another $19,000 comes 
from increased personnel costs for 
the town’s highway department, 
and most of the rest is due to 
inflation. 

The selectboard is also asking 
voters authorize the town to 
borrow up to $250,000 to buy 
a new International dump/plow 
truck, payable for up to five years. 
McCormick said the loan payments 
would not take effect during the 
upcoming fiscal year if the measure 
is approved.  

The board is also asking voters to 
approve a series of annual capital 
fund requests totaling $65,500, an 
amount that is unchanged from a 
year ago. 

Nonprofit requests on the ballot 
are up slightly, to $13,501 from 
$11,301.

Another ballot article 
recommends Panton eliminate 
the positions of lister, which have 
gone begging recently in the town. 
According to McCormick, the 
board believes given the lack of 
civic engagement and the growing 
complexity of the job the town 
would be better off continuing to 
hire professionals. McCormick also 
noted there have been related costs, 
including software, insurance and 
consultants, to support a board of 
listers.

In voting for town offices, 
incumbent selectboard member 
Zach Weaver will face no 
competition on the ballot for his 
post, nor will John DeGraaf, who 
signed up to run for one-year 
on the Vergennes-Panton Water 
District board. Barring a write-in 
campaign, there could be a vacancy 
on that latter board: Meddie Perry’s 
term on the water district board 
expired, and no one filed papers to 
fill the vacancy.  

For the Addison Northwest 
School District (ANWSD) board, 
the appointed incumbent Martha 
DeGraaf is seeking a full three-
year term without opposition.

Also on the March 7 ballot is 
ANWSD spending. The ANWSD 
board’s proposed budget calls for 
an 11.3% spending increase to 
roughly $25.3 million. It preserves 
existing programs and adds a 
couple jobs, notably a middle 
school principal. 

Officials said higher costs for 
salaries, health insurance, energy, 
transportation, property and 
liability insurance, and the higher 
Hannaford Career Center tuition 
are major factors driving spending 
higher. 

Because of increased state 
funding for education, that higher 
spending will require only a 1.56-
cent increase to the district tax rate 
to support it.

But due to higher property 
values, ANWSD communities 
have seen their Common Levels 
of Appraisals (CLAs) plummet by 
between roughly 5 and 12%, and 
because of that factor tax rates are 
expected to rise substantially in 
district towns.

In Panton that means an 
increase of about 10.5 cents in 
the residential school tax rate to 
an estimated $1.7042 per $100 of 
assessed property value, according 
to ANWSD estimates. Those 
estimates are based on current 
information, and the Legislature 
could still act to further aid local 
tax rates. 

ANWSD tax rates in all five 
communities had also dropped in 
each of the five district communities 

in recent years.
The estimated 2023-24 rate 

is about 20 cents lower than the 
Panton’s 2020-21 rate of $1.9005.

Ripton
RIPTON — Ripton residents at 

their annual meeting will decide 
whether to spend $257,933 
for general fund expenses and 
$477,990 for anticipated highway 
needs during fiscal year 2023-
2024.

The general fund ask is roughly 
$11,000 more than this year, while 
the highway spending plan reflects 
a roughly $51,000 increase.

Other articles on what officials 
acknowledge is a fairly routine 
warning include requests for:

• The use of $35,000 in 
previously approved (May 9, 2022) 
from the Ripton School District to 
reduce taxes.

• $44,840 to pay anticipated 
FY24 expenses for Ripton 
Volunteer Fire and First Response 
Department.

• $6,000 to the Ripton Cemetery 
Commission.

• Permission to spend up to 
$75,000 from Ripton’s American 
Rescue Plan Act funds for a solar 
installation to provide electricity 
for the town buildings and 
streetlights.

• Permission to set a property tax 
collection date of Nov. 1, 2023.

• Appropriations ranging from 
$50 to $5,880 for various nonprofits 
that serve Ripton residents.

Ripton voters on Town Meeting 
Day will also help decide contested 
elections for four seats on the 
Addison Central School District 
Board. One of those races involves 
Tricia Allen, Jason Chance, Laura 
Harthan and Ron Makleff, who are 
competing for two three-year terms 
representing Middlebury on the 
13-member panel, which oversees 
preK-12 education for children in 
Bridport, Cornwall, Middlebury, 
Ripton, Salisbury, Shoreham and 
Weybridge.

Suzanne Buck faces challenger 
Hilda Stone for a three-year term 
representing Bridport on the ACSD 
board, while Chris Kramer, Jeffrey 
Taylor and Ellen Whelan-Wuest 
are competing for a one-year term 
representing Cornwall.

All candidates for the ACSD 
board are elected at-large, by 
voters in the ACSD’s entire seven-
town voting bloc.

There are no other contested 
elections on the Ripton ballot. 
Incumbent Selectboard member 
Laurie Cox is unchallenged for 
another three-year term.

Ripton residents will field a 
proposed fiscal year 2024 ACSD 

budget of $42,269,305, which 
represents a 7.2% increase in 
education spending and an 8.1% 
hike in the cost per equalized 
pupil. If approved, the budget is 
expected to create a new education 
property tax rate of $1.76 per 
$100 of property value in Ripton 
— representing a 9-cent decrease 
compared to this year.

Ripton’s annual gathering is set 
for Monday, March 6, at 7 p.m. 
at the Ripton Community House. 
Australian ballot voting will occur 
the next day at the same location, 
from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Salisbury
SALISBURY — Town Meeting 

Day in Salisbury will include 
the usual series of budget votes 
and contested elections for first 
constable and several posts on the 
Addison Central School District 
board.

Residents will field a fiscal 
year 2024 general fund budget 
of $348,684 (up from this year’s 
spending plan of $331,081) and 
a highway department ask of 
$515,550, representing an increase 
of roughly $10,000.

Other articles on Salisbury’s 
2023 Town Meeting Day warning 
include requests for:

• $3,900 to complete a survey 
of a town-negotiated conservation 
easement located on Upper Plains 
Road.

• Permission to apply roughly 
$30,000 in surplus funds to lower 
the FY24 tax rate.

• Public feedback on whether 
the Otter Creek Watershed Insect 
Control District (formerly known 
as the BLSG) should apply 
adulticide in its mosquito-control 
efforts next fiscal year.

• A total of $98,270 to support a 
variety of area nonprofits that serve 
Salisbury residents.

In the town’s lone contested race, 
Ryan Emilio and Jeff McDonough 
are vying for a one-year term as 
town constable.

Salisbury’s lone seat on the 
ACSD board is up for grabs, but 
Ellie Romp is the only candidate 
for the three year-post. Also 
unopposed is Jonathan Blake, for 
a two-year term on the selectboard. 
There are currently no takers for a 
three-year spot on the selectboard.

Also of note: Salisbury Town 
Clerk Sue Scott has decided not 
to seek re-election, and no one 
has stepped up to run for her job. 
Scott said she’s ready to move on 
to other things but has told the 
selectboard she’s willing to serve 
until the end of June to allow for 
the appointment of a new town 
clerk.

Salisbury residents on Town 
Meeting Day will help decide 
contested elections for four seats on 
the ACSD board, which oversees 
preK-12 education for children in 
Bridport, Cornwall, Middlebury, 
Ripton, Salisbury, Shoreham and 
Weybridge.

Tricia Allen, Jason Chance, 
Laura Harthan and Ron Makleff 
are competing for two three-year 
spots representing Middlebury on 
the 13-member panel. 

At the same time, incumbent 
Suzanne Buck faces challenger 
Hilda Stone for a three-year term 
representing Bridport on the ACSD 
board, while Chris Kramer, Jeffrey 
Taylor and Ellen Whelan-Wuest 
are competing for a one-year term 
representing Cornwall.

All candidates for the ACSD 
board are elected at-large, by voters 
in the ACSD’s entire seven-town 
voting bloc.

Salisbury residents will field a 
proposed fiscal year 2024 ACSD 
budget of $42,269,305, which 
represents a 7.2% increase in 
education spending and an 8.1% 
hike in the cost per equalized 
pupil. If approved, the budget is 
expected to create a new education 
property tax rate of $1.84 per $100 
of property value in Salisbury 
— representing a 6-cent increase 
compared to this year.

The town’s annual gathering will 
be held at Salisbury Community 
School on Saturday, March 4, at 2 
p.m. Australian ballot voting will 
take place the next day, from 8 a.m. 
to 7 p.m., at the town office.

Shoreham
SHOREHAM — Shoreham 

residents at their town meeting 
will decide municipal and highway 
budgets of $425,553 and $980,430, 
respectively, for fiscal year 2024.

The proposed highway spending 
plan is roughly $68,000 higher 
than this year, while the town 
budget request represents around a 
$50,000 increase.

Town Clerk Julie Ortuno said the 
proposed increases are largely due 
to inflation and salary increases.

Other items on this year’s town 
meeting agenda seek:

• Authorization to appoint a 
town clerk/treasurer. No one is 
challenging Ortuno for that post.

• Permission to set Nov. 10 as 
the due date for FY24 property tax 
payments.

• Requests ranging from $400 to 
$5,000 for various area nonprofits 
that serve Shoreham residents. 

Shoreham residents on Town 
Meeting Day will also help decide 
contested elections for four seats on 
the Addison Central School District 

board. Tricia Allen, Jason Chance, 
Laura Harthan and Ron Makleff are 
all competing for two three-year 
terms representing Middlebury 
on the 13-member panel, which 
oversees preK-12 education for 
children in Bridport, Cornwall, 
Middlebury, Ripton, Salisbury, 
Shoreham and Weybridge.

Meanwhile, incumbent Suzanne 
Buck faces challenger Hilda Stone 
for a three-year term representing 
Bridport on the ACSD board, while 
Chris Kramer, Jeffrey Taylor and 
Ellen Whelan-Wuest are competing 
for a one-year term representing 
Cornwall.

All candidates for the ACSD 
board are elected at-large by voters 
in the ACSD’s entire seven-town 
voting bloc.

There are no other contested 
elections on the Shoreham ballot. 
Incumbent Selectman Peter Lynch 
is unopposed for a new three-year 
term, while selectboard members 
Molly Francis and Ruth Bernstein 
are unchallenged for one-year 
terms.

Shoreham residents will field a 
proposed fiscal year 2024 ACSD 
budget of $42,269,305, which 
represents a 7.2% increase in 
education spending and an 8.1% 
hike in the cost per equalized 
pupil. If approved, the budget is 
expected to create a new education 
property tax rate of $1.69 per $100 
of property value in Shoreham 
— representing a 4-cent increase 
compared to this year.

Shoreham’s annual gathering 
will be held in its elementary school 
auditorium on Monday, March 6, 
starting at 6 p.m. Australian ballot 
voting will take place the next day, 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., at the town 
office.

Starksboro
STARKSBORO — Starksboro 

will join other Addison County 
towns in holding its annual town 
meeting in-person this year, after 
two years of remote meetings 
throughout the pandemic. 
Starksboro’s meeting is scheduled 
for Saturday, March 4, at 9 a.m. in 
the multipurpose room of Robinson 
Elementary School. 

Voting by Australian ballot to 
elect town and school district 
officers and to approve the unified 
school district and Hannaford 
Career Center budgets and the 
Mount Abraham Unified School 
District’s withdrawal agreement 
with the Lincoln School District 
will take place on Tuesday, March 
7, from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., also at 
Robinson Elementary School.

Starksboro voters will be asked 
to approve: 

• $1,149,578 in General Fund 
spending, an increase of $81,032, 
or 7.6%, with $773,862 to be raised 
by taxes. 

• $57,495 for the Fire Equipment 
Reserve Fund, an increase of 
$5,227, or 10%. 

• $112,589 for the Road 
Equipment Reserve Fund, up 
$6,373, or 6%. 

• $40,000 for the Paving Reserve 
Fund, the same amount approved 
last year. 

• $43,667 for the Starksboro 
Public Library, an increase of 
$4,189, or 10.6%. 

• $5,894 for the 911 ambulance 
service provided by Richmond 
Rescue for Starksboro residents. 

• $50,200 for seven in-town 
requests and $29,636 for 26 out-of-
town requests. 

Article 9 in the Starksboro Town 
Meeting Day warning asks voters 
to authorize the selectboard to 
borrow up to $496,849 to buy a 
replacement pumper. The loan 
would be paid within five years 
from the Fire Equipment Reserve 
Fund, with the first payment due 
during the 2023-2024 fiscal year. 

There are no contested races for 
town officer positions on the March 
7 ballot. Selectboard incumbents 
Carin McCarthy (three-year-term) 
and Eric Cota (two years) are 
running unopposed to keep their 
seats. 

Kristen Toy is running unopposed 
for a two-year-term on the MAUSD 
board. Toy was appointed by the 
MAUSD board in September to fill 
a vacancy. The spot on the board 
was created earlier that month 
following a reapportionment of 
the school board that accounted 
for Lincoln’s withdrawal from the 
district. 

Article 17 asks Starksboro 
voters, as members of the 
MAUSD, to approve to approve 
the school district’s withdrawal 
agreement with the Lincoln School 
District. The agreement includes 
the property transfer of the Lincoln 
Community School and bond. The 
Lincoln School District would also 
receive a negotiated portion of the 
MAUSD Education Reserve Fund, 
totaling $74,754.

The MAUSD’s annual meeting 
was scheduled for Tuesday, Feb. 
28, at 6 p.m. at Mount Abraham 
Union High School. 

The March 7 ballot will ask 
voters to adopt a $33,868,900 
spending plan for the 2023-2024 
school year. The proposed plan 
reflects $22,914.77 in spending 
per equalized pupil, an increase of 
$3,088.40, or 15.52%. 

MAUSD officials have estimated 
the spending plan would translate 
to a 6.88 cent increase in the 
education tax rate for Starksboro 
residents that pay taxes based on 
the value of their home. Residents 
who pay based on their income 
— which is more than half of 
Vermonters — would likely see the 
amount of school taxes they pay 
go down a little bit, according to 
district officials’ estimates.

District voters will also be asked 
to authorize the MAUSD board to 
transfer up to $1.7 million from 
the Capital Reserve Fund to the 
district’s general fund in order 
to pay for expenses related to 
the ongoing lobby and bathroom 
renovations at the high school. The 
Capital Reserve Fund has a current 
balance of $1,780,118. 

Article 9 asks voters to authorize 
the deposit of $438,504 of the 
district’s unaudited fund balance 
into the Capital Reserve Fund.  

Vergennes

(See Vergennes, Page 16A)

VERGENNES — Vergennes 
has two contested races for major 
offices on the ballot on March 7, 
when its residents will also decide 
a a proposed 2023-24 Addison 
Northwest School District 
(ANWSD) spending plan. 

Residents won’t be voting 
on city spending in March; the 
Vergennes City Council sets the 
city’s annual budget and municipal 
tax rate in late June.

Four candidates are seeking 
three two-year terms on the city 
council: incumbents Ian Huizenga 
and Sue Rakowski and challengers 
Cheryl Brinkman and Don Perley. 
Perley doesn’t currently hold an 
official position in Vergennes, 

ESTHER THOMAS (LEFT) and Andy Hooper (second from right) hold signs outside the polls at Middlebury’s recreation facility off Creek 
Road on Town Meeting Day 2022. Thomas and Hooper each won three-year terms on the Middlebury selectboard.

Independent file photo/Steve James
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while Brinkman serves on the 
Vergennes Planning Commission 
and Energy Committee and as the 
city representative to the Addison 
County Solid Waste Management 
District.

Sitting Mayor Matt Chabot 
opted not to seek re-election this 
year, and Vergennes-Panton Water 
District Board Co-Chair and city 
lister Chris Bearor is the only 
candidate on the ballot to replace 
him. 

Michael Kane, appointed to the 
ANWSD board this past fall, is 
running unopposed to keep his seat 
for another two years. Meanwhile, 
two candidates will square off for 
a three-year term on that board: 
Chrystal Little and Margaret 
Carrera-Bly. Both had also sought 
the appointment that went to Kane.

Little, a parent of a Vergennes 
Union High School senior, in her 
initial application noted she is a 
former officer and active member 
of the Commodore Friends of 
Music, a costume department 
co-leader for the annual school 
musical, a regular music 
department chaperone, a former 
AAU basketball board member, 
and an assistant varsity softball 
coach.

Carrera-Bly works remotely for 
a San Francisco firm that consults 
nationally with statewide and 
classroom-level science education 
programs. Before that, she worked 
for five years for the Vermont 
Department of Education as a 
science specialist and taught three 
years at Otter Valley Union High 
School. She is a Vergennes Union 
Elementary School parent.

Elsewhere on the ballot, real 
estate appraiser and former 
Middlebury town assessor, 
Vergennes mayor and city 
councilor Bill Benton is 
unopposed to be a lister. Incumbent 
Vergennes-Panton Water District 
Board members Patricia Ganson 
and Bruce MacIntire are seeking 
new three-year terms.

Vergennes residents will also 
be asked to weigh in on an article 
regarding the use of American 
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds.

It asks whether Vergennes 
should “establish a reserve fund 
to be called the Infrastructure 
Improvement Fund for the purpose 
of funding capital improvements 
including but not limited to city 
facilities, parks, and sidewalks to 
be funded by Coronavirus State 
and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds 
totaling $723,257.72.”

Information on that article and 
other city issues will be available 
at the city’s annual informational 
meeting, to be held Monday, 
March 6, at 7 p.m. in the Vergennes 
Opera House. 

Australian ballot voting will 
be held from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. on 
Tuesday, March 7, at the Vergennes 
Fire Station at 50 Green St.

The last question on that March 
7 ballot relates to ANWSD 
spending. The ANWSD board’s 
proposed 2023-2024 budget calls 
for an 11.3% spending increase, to 
roughly $25.3 million. It preserves 
existing programs and adds a 
couple jobs, notably a middle 
school principal. 

Officials said higher costs 
for salaries, health insurance, 
energy, transportation, property 
and liability insurance, and the 
Hannaford Career Center tuition 
are major factors driving spending 
higher. 

Because of increased state 
funding for education, that higher 
spending will require only a 1.56-
cent increase to the district tax rate 
to support it.

But due to higher property 
values, ANWSD communities 
have seen their Common Levels 
of Appraisals (CLAs) plummet by 
between roughly 5 and 12%, and 
because of that factor tax rates are 
expected to rise substantially in 
district towns.

In Vergennes it means an 
increase of almost 21 cents in the 
residential school tax rate, from 
$1.7481 per $100 of assessed 
property value to an estimated 
$1.9574, according to ANWSD 
estimates. Those estimates are 
based on current information, and 
the Legislature could still adjust aid 
to soften local tax rate increases. 
Some municipalities, including 
Vergennes, are appealing their 
CLAs to the Vermont Department 
of Taxes. 

ANWSD tax rates in all five 

(Vergennes continued
from Page 15A)

communities have dropped in each 
of the communities over the past 
two years, including by 10 cents in 
Vergennes. 

The estimated 2023-24 rate is 
about 11 cents higher than the 
city’s 2020-21 rate of $1.8458, 
about a 6% increase over three 
years. 

Waltham
WALTHAM — Decisions on 

municipal officers and spending 
are returning to traditional fashion 
in Waltham — from the floor of 
town meeting, which Waltham 
will hold in its town hall at 6 p.m. 
on Monday, March 6. 

The only decision to be made 
by Australian balloting on March 
7 will be on the proposed 2023-
24 Addison Northwest School 
District budget. 

The only major office coming 
open in Waltham is on the 
selectboard, where Don Ross’s 
term will expire. He and any other 
candidates can be nominated 
from the floor, where that election 
and spending articles such as the 
budget and nonprofit donations 
will be decided by voice vote, 
unless a paper ballot is requested.

Other town officers to be chosen 
include moderator, collector 
of delinquent taxes, lister and 
auditor.

The selectboard is proposing 
$269,925 of general fund and 
road spending, which if approved 
would represent an increase of a 
little less than $10,000 from last 
year. Town Clerk and Treasurer 
Linda Devino said there are no 
major drivers, but rather a number 
of smaller increases are pushing 
spending higher. 

Residents on March 6 will 
again be asked to provide $10,692 
in support to the Bixby Free 
Memorial Library, an amount 
based on a per-capita figure for 
Waltham’s share of the population 
the Vergennes library serves. 
Eight other nonprofit entities are 
requesting a total of $3,729.

 The ANWSD board’s proposed 
budget calls for an 11.3% spending 
increase to roughly $25.3 million. 
It preserves existing programs 
and adds a couple jobs, notably a 
middle school principal. 

Officials said higher costs for 
salaries, health insurance, energy, 
transportation, property and 
liability insurance, and Hannaford 
Career Center debt service are 
major factors driving the budget 
higher.

Because of increased state 
funding for education, that higher 
spending will require only a 1.56-
cent increase to the district tax 
rate to support it.

But due to higher property 
values, ANWSD communities 
have seen their Common Levels 
of Appraisals (CLAs) plummet by 
between roughly 5 and 12%, and 

Weybridge

Whiting
WHITING — At last year’s in-

person town meeting, no one asked 
questions about the proposed town 
spending plan and it was approved 
by voice vote. Will it be such 
smooth sailing this year?

Perhaps it will: the warned figure 
for town spending went up, but 
the amount that would come from 
property taxes went down.

The legal voters of Whiting will 
meet on Tuesday, March 7, at 7:15 
p.m. After meeting in the firehouse 
last year, the town meeting will 
return to the Whiting Town Hall, 
which saw its foundation and 
drainage problems fixed in the 
past year, as well as having its 
floors redone and interior painting 
and facelift done with the help of 
Heather and Tom Bouchard.

The one money item on the 
warning asks for $455,260 for town 
expenses, which is $44,042, or 
10.7%, higher than what was OK’d 
last year. The selectboard said this 
budget would require $289,304 in 
taxes, which is $1,784, or less than 
1%, lower than was asked for last 
year.

Whiting residents will also 
nominate and vote for 11 town 
officers. On the top of the list 
are town clerk and treasurer, a 
job currently held by Heather 
Bouchard. A three-year term on 
the selectboard is also up for 
grabs; Steve Quenneville is the 
incumbent. Bouchard said that both 
she and Quenneville were willing 
to be nominated and would be 
happy to serve again if the voters at 
the meeting elect them.

Other officeholders that will be 
voted upon include lister, auditor, 
first constable, tax collector and 
four library trustees.

Whiting does all its municipal 
business at its town meeting, but 
residents on Tuesday will go to 
the polls at the town hall, 7 a.m.-7 
p.m., on Tuesday to weigh in on 
a proposed Otter Valley Unified 
Union School District spending 
plan of $24,174,395, which would 
result in education spending of 
$18,629 per equalized pupil — 
9.27% higher than spending for the 
current year.

There is not a Whiting opening 
on the OVUUSD board, but 
residents of Whiting may vote in 
elections of other towns’ school 
directors. There is a contest for two 
at-large seats for the OVUUSD 
board: Jeremy Gildrien, Paul W. 
Lathrop and Brent Scarborough 
are all running for the 2 three-year 
seats. 

because of that factor tax rates are 
expected to rise substantially in 
district towns.

In Waltham it means an 
increase of about 25 cents in the 
residential school tax rate, from 
$1.6218 per $100 of assessed 
property value to an estimated 
$1.8736, according to ANWSD 
estimates. Those estimates are 
based on current information, and 
the Legislature could still act to 
further aid local tax rates.  

ANWSD tax rates in all five 
communities have dropped over 
the past couple years; Waltham’s 
dropped by 10 cents a year ago. 

Waltham’s school tax rate 
has yo-yoed in recent years, but 
overall hasn’t risen dramatically; 
the estimated 2023-24 school 
tax rate is about a 9% increase 
over Waltham’s 2020-21 rate of 
$1.7231.

WEYBRIDGE — Weybridge 
residents at their town meeting will 
vote on whether to extend the term 
of their town constable, set new 
guidelines for delinquent taxes, 
forge a deeper relationship with 
Middlebury’s Ilsley Library, and 
support several financial requests.

Weybridge officials are 
proposing fiscal year 2024 
spending plans of $551,000 for 
the highway department (up from 
$524,700 this year) and $177,000 
for town operations, representing a 
$2,200 increase. 

Other articles on the 2023 
Weybridge warning seek:

• $25,000 in support of the 
town’s volunteer fire department.

• $13,000 to continue the town-

sponsored volunteer recycling 
program through June 30 of next 
year.

• A change in the late tax penalty. 
It calls for payments received after 
the due date to be assessed interest 
at the rate of 1% for the first three 
months and 1.5% thereafter.

• A two-year term for the elected 
town constable, which is currently 
a one-year post.

• Permission for the town to enter 
into an agreement with the Ilsley 
Library to provide memberships for 
all adults in Weybridge. Students 
in Weybridge and the six other 
Addison Central School District 
(ACSD) towns already have access 
to Ilsley Library services.

• Appropriations ranging from 
$94 to $2,500 for nonprofit 
organizations that serve Weybridge 
residents.

There are no contested elections 

for Weybridge positions this year. 
Incumbent Selectman T. Charles 
Jordan is unchallenged for another 
three years on the board, while 
William Mayers is alone in seeking 
a two-year term.

But Weybridge residents on 
Town Meeting Day will help 
decide contested elections for 
four seats on the ACSD board. 
Tricia Allen, Jason Chance, Laura 
Harthan and Ron Makleff are 
competing for two three-year spots 
representing Middlebury on the 
13-member panel, which oversees 
preK-12 education for children in 
Bridport, Cornwall, Middlebury, 
Ripton, Salisbury, Shoreham and 
Weybridge.

Meanwhile, incumbent Suzanne 
Buck faces challenger Hilda Stone 
for a three-year term representing 
Bridport on the ACSD board, while 
Chris Kramer, Jeffrey Taylor and 
Ellen Whelan-Wuest are competing 
for a one-year term representing 
Cornwall.

All candidates for the ACSD 
board are elected at-large, by 
voters in the ACSD’s entire seven-
town voting bloc.

Weybridge residents will field a 
proposed fiscal year 2024 ACSD 
budget of $42,269,305, which 
represents a 7.2% increase in 
education spending and an 8.1% 
hike in the cost per equalized 
pupil. If approved, the budget is 
expected to create a new education 
property tax rate of $1.65 per $100 
of property value in Weybridge 
— representing a 4-cent increase 
compared to this year.

The town’s annual gathering will 
be held at Weybridge Elementary 
School on Monday, March 6, at 7 
p.m. Australian ballot voting will 
take place the next day, from 7 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. at the town office.

A PARTICIPANT AT 2022’s in-person town meeting in Goshen refers to the town report while following 
the action.

Independent file photo/Steve James

GLENN AND BARBARA Andres discuss a fine point of the discussion at the 2019 Salisbury town meeting while applauding the work of a 
fellow citizen.

Independent file photo/John S. McCright
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be inspired!

TEEN TIME AT

makery

The Teen Makery after-school 
program is offered through 
a partnership between The 

Makery at Hannaford Career 
Center, the Patricia A. 

Hannaford Career Center, the 
Counseling Service of Addison 

County, the Teen Center, and 
Heidi’s Therapy, PLC.

HAVE YOU EXPLORED THE POSSIBILITIES AT THE MAKERY?

The Teen Makery at the Hannaford Career Center is offering the following FREE 
workshops for high school students. Use the links below to register. Space is 
limited! We welcome all high school students, Thursdays after-school from 3:15 – 
5:00pm. 

Woodworking: Learn the basic techniques and tools needed to get 
started in woodworking. Workshops will be held in our woodshop with 
live demonstrations and hands-on guidance. Each student will complete 
a simple woodworking project during the class. All materials will be 
supplied. Workshop  is Thursdays, March 2nd, 9th,16th, 23rd and 30th 
from 3:15-5:00 P.M. at THE HANNAFORD CAREER CENTER
Sign up at  https://www.makeryatpahcc.org/event-5170942 

T-Shirt Design & Production: Design your own graphic for 
printing your personal T-shirt.  We’ll run through each step of the 
digital design process, from the inception of an idea to producing 
your shirt. No matter how much (or how little) experience you 
have, this workshop will provide the knowledge and material 
needed to create your own designed T-shirt. Class is Thursdays, 
March 2nd, 9th and 16th from 3:15-5:00 P.M. at THE HANNAFORD 
CAREER CENTER
Sign up at  https://www.makeryatpahcc.org/event-5170930 

CNC Plasma/Welding: Metal sculpture of your choosing or build a small table 
base, then try the woodshop out and build a wooden top for your table. The legs 

will be designed in Fusion 360 and provided as a template. Students can add their 
own twist onto the legs - name, initials, or some other 2d graphic. Students would 
then cut the parts with the CNC plasma. This will be followed by a series of welding 
lessons, and eventually, welding the table bases together. Lastly, a small wooden 
tabletop can be made in the woodshop. For students not interested in making a 

table, your instructor will help you make a metal sculpture.  Class is Thursdays, March 
2nd, 9th,16th, 23rd and 30th from 3:15-5:00 P.M. at THE HANNAFORD CAREER CENTER
Sign up at  https://www.makeryatpahcc.org/event-5170936 

Transportation is provided from Mt. Abe and VUHS, and back again. 

the

Please note that the Makery Sewing Lab is currently full. For more information 
or questions, email Nancy Yannett at nyannett@csac-vt.org

All students can 
participate in the 

sewing, games, 
woodworking, poetry 

and improv labs OR 
sign up for a specific 

workshop.  

MON-FRI 8-5, SAT 8-12  
OR BY APPOINTMENT

18 CREEK RD, MIDDLEBURY, VT

(802) 458-8999  

B r a d f o r d K i t c h e n A n d B a t h . c o m

When the time came to redo the kitchen and two bathrooms in 
our 200 year old house, we found Brad and Connie at Bradford 
Kitchen & Bath. After getting the run around alternating from 

other designers we could not have been more pleased. Brad had great 
ideas, did a design as quick as you please, got the project under way 

and stayed on top of the construction project until the end. While there 
are always bumps in the road in a project as big as this, Brad was always 
responsive and made sure that everything was done right in the end. We 
cannot recommend him enough. We love our renovation and 

our new kitchen and bathrooms.
 — Seth L. of Shoreham

• KITCHEN & BATH DESIGN
• PLUMBING FIXTURES

• CABINETRY & COUNTERTOPS
• HARDWARE & MORE!

up of around 58,000 lineal feet of 
water main and recommended that 
roughly 33,000 feet (57%) of the 
existing water distribution system 
be replaced. Most of the water 
lines identified for replacement are 
cast iron pipes with lead joints that 
were installed in 1905. 

That piping is about 118 years 
old, well beyond its useful life 
expectancy of 50-80 years. 
Additionally, the lead joints have 
degraded over time, leading to 
increasing leakage rates. Jill 
Marsano of Vermont Utility 
Management Systems (the 
company that maintains Bristol’s 
water system) noted at Monday’s 
meeting that the system’s current 
leakage rate exceeds 55%, which 
translates to around 45 million 
gallons of non-revenue water loss 
per year. 

That rate far exceeds the typical 
municipal water system leakage 
rate, which the American Water 
Works Association estimates is 
around 16%. 

At the Feb. 27 meeting, 
Palmer and Marsano presented 
three possible approaches to the 
replacements recommended in the 
Preliminary Engineering Report: 

• Continue with the current rate 
of replacement. 

• Replace all of the 1905 water 
mains as part of one large project. 

• Split the town into geographic 
areas for replacement. 

Since 2005, the town of Bristol 
has spearheaded three projects to 
replace the 1905 village water lines. 
The most recent of these projects is 
the Pine Street project, for which 
Bristol voters approved a bond of 
up to $940,000 this past November. 
Marsano said considering those 
three projects, the town’s current 
rate of replacement is only around 
392 feet of water main each year. 

Marsano said the option of 
continuing at the current pace of 
replacement means it would take 
the town about 77 years to finish 
the work.  

“At the current rate of 
replacement, major portions of 
the 1905 distribution piping will 
lose their functional capacity 
long before they’re able to be 
replaced,” Marsano said. “Failure 

to address 1905 portions of the 
water distribution system within a 
reasonable time frame will result 
in ever-increasing replacement 
costs and an ever-increasing 
leakage rate, which we’re seeing 
right now.”  

Marsano’s presentation listed 
other disadvantages of continuing 
at the current rate of replacement, 
including increased emergency 
repair costs and potential for larger 
or system-wide failures requiring 
town-wide system shutdowns. 

Another alternative is to replace 
all of the 1905 watermains as 
part of one large project. Such 
an endeavor would complete the 
project in a shorter time frame and 
would reduce overall replacement 
costs due to economies of scale and 
avoidance of inflationary costs, 
according to the presentation. 

But Marsano noted the size 
of the project would lower the 
likelihood of receiving funding 
through the Drinking Water State 
Revolving Fund (DWSRF). Total 
replacements are expected to cost 
around $13 million, including the 
Pine Street project. With money 
from the DWSRF, the town could 
have up to 50% of project costs 
forgiven, though that funding 
would be harder to secure all at 
once. 

“This drinking water SRF 
fund is approximately $20 to $30 
million in any year and there are 
hundreds of water systems in the 
state,” she said. “The likelihood 
of them allowing us to receive that 
funding all at once, while there’s 
so many other requests in there, is 
not very high.”  

Additionally, replacing all of the 
1905 village water lines at once 
would significantly impact Bristol 
residents and businesses. 

“You’re going to shut the 
transportation system down for 
the great majority of the village 
for probably two years at a 
minimum,” Palmer said. “I’m not 
sure, from a practical standpoint in 
a small community, shutting down 
the great majority of transportation 
in the village area for two years 
straight is practical.” 

The third identified approach 
involves splitting the town up 
into sections and tackling each 

geographic area in a three-year time 
span including design, permitting, 
funding and construction. 
Approaching the replacement in 
sections would limit traffic and 
utility disruptions to one area of 
Bristol at a time and have a greater 
likelihood of receiving DWSRF 
funding, according to Marsano. 

A proposed option for how to 
split up the town divides Bristol 
into five geographic sections 
representing five replacement 
projects, ranging in cost from 
$912,000 to $3.5 million. 

“The disadvantage is that (this 
option) is potentially more costly 
given the likely inflation over the 
coming years versus alternative 
two,” Marsano said. 

Board members appeared 
to favor the third option, but 
discussed exploring additional 
possibilities for how to split up the 
town, in part to find less expensive 
ways of completing the project.  

“You have this set in three or four 
or five sections, what if we do it in 
half of those sections,” selectboard 
member Michelle Perlee proposed. 
“I’m just thinking, could we 
combine them to have a couple 
less (projects).”   

 The board also recognized the 
need to consider and communicate 
the projects’ impact on Bristol 
residents. 

“It’s up to us to really explain 
and to be clear to residents, 
especially in the village area, what 
this is going to mean by staggering 
this into potentially six separate 
projects or five different projects 
and the complexities of doing a 
bond vote for each,” selectboard 
member Ian Albinson said.  

Board member Joel Bouvier 
also noted the importance of 
coordinating above-ground 
projects with plans for replacing 
the 1905 village water lines.

“I would hate to put a new 
sidewalk up through there in ’24 
or ’25 and then dig it up in ’26,” 
he said. “I think the board needs 
to work with our road foreman on 
where we’re going to have capital 
improvements in infrastructure not 
in the ground, but above ground.” 

The board will revisit how to 
approach replacing the 1905 water 
lines at a future meeting.

Bristol water
(Continued from Page 1A)

has been receiving dispatching 
through the Rutland County 
Sheriff’s Department. Middlebury 
Police Chief Tom Hanley explained 
that Addison County Sheriff Mike 
Elmore has been trying to switch 
to a more cost-effective dispatch 
provider.

“It’s beyond what they can 
continue,” Hanley 
recently told 
the Middlebury 
selectboard of the 
ACSD’s arrangement 
with Rutland County. 
“(Sheriff Elmore) asked 
if we could provide 
dispatch service for 
them. My answer was, 
‘We can try, and do a 
trial period.’”

Elmore said the 
Rutland County 
Sheriff’s Dept. has been 
charging the ACSD 
$2,000 per month and 
announced plans for 
a 35% increase (to 
$2,700).

While satisfied with 
the service they’ve 
been receiving, Elmore 
said a $2,700 monthly 
dispatching fee was 
too steep for his small 
department to absorb.

This set into motion a 
test of Middlebury PD’s 
telecommunications equipment on 
the Chipman Hill tower, which was 
able to interface with police vehicles 
in Shoreham, Ferrisburgh, Monkton 
and other distant (from Middlebury) 
segments of the county.

“Mechanically, we can do it,” 
Hanley said of a dispatching 
arrangement with the ACSD. “We 
thought we’d give it a try for three 
months to see how it’s going to go. 
After that, we would construct a 
much more detailed memorandum 
of understanding.”

Hanley stressed the new 
dispatching responsibilities 
won’t put a lot of extra stress on 
Middlebury PD’s two full-time 

dispatchers. It will essentially 
involve documenting where the 
deputies are making traffic stops 
during the hours of 6 a.m. to 10 
p.m., Monday through Saturday.

“We’re not answering phone 
calls,” he explained. “We’re simply 
maintaining a radio link, primarily 
at traffic stops. (ASCD deputies) 
can call in and we know where 

they are. They’ve got 
computers in their cars 
and can find the data 
themselves.”

Any ACSD-related 
business calls or calls 
for service will still be 
maintained through 
the sheriff’s office, 
according to Hanley.

Hanley and Elmore 
will spend the next three 
months evaluating 
the new dispatching 
relationship. There will 
be no fee for service 
during this “feasibility” 
phase, and either party 
can opt out during the 
interim period.

“At the end, we will 
determine if our service 
can continue without 
added costs or staff and 
then we would discuss 
a fee for continued 
service,” Hanley said 

through a Wednesday email. 
Officials have discussed a 

potential fee of $1,000 per month, 
plus any extraordinary costs 
that would apply to the need 
for extended coverage beyond 
Middlebury PD’s regular dispatch 
service hours, or if there’s a need 
to have extra staff to deal with 
“high intensity enforcement 
periods — such as those operated 
under Governor’s Highway Safety 
initiatives like Click it or Ticket or 
DUI enforcement by the ACSD,” 
Hanley said.

Elmore has high hopes for the 
Middlebury collaboration.

“It’s more to our benefit to have 
a local department dispatching for 
us,” he said, noting Middlebury 

personnel will have more familiarity 
with Addison County roads and 
locations than their Rutland County 
counterparts.

Service revenues from the ACSD 
would be used to create a fund for 
the maintenance and replacement 
of Middlebury PD’s dispatch 
transmitter equipment, according to 
Hanley.

“This dedicated fund would 
supplant money we have in our 
capital budget for this purpose,” he 
said.

Such costs can add up. Hanley 
noted his department recently had to 
finance $112,000 for new dispatch 
radios and transmitters, resulting in 
a perpetual line item in the town’s 
capital improvements budget.

Middlebury PD’s new accord 
with the ACSD prompted Selectman 
Andy Hooper to ask if it’s time to 
revisit the notion of a consolidated 
dispatching service for the ACSD 
and the municipal police forces in 
Middlebury, Vergennes and Bristol.

Currently, Vermont State Police  
dispatches for Middlebury PD 
after normal business hours and 
weekends, and is the full-time 
dispatcher for the Vergennes and 
Bristol PDs, according to VSP 
Public Information Officer Adam 
Silverman.

Hanley said he’s not opposed to 
the idea, but cautioned the logistics 
of such a service would require a 
great deal of study.

“It’s always possible, but there’s 
a lot of engineering that goes into 
that,” Hanley said, adding it would 
entail a “huge cost in personnel.”

Tentatively speaking, Hanley said 
Middlebury PD would need to add 
three full-time dispatchers, make 
modifications to its headquarters and 
adopt a separate records-keeping 
system — among other things — to 
make regional dispatching a reality.

“You’re essentially establishing 
a miniature division inside the 
department,” Hanley said. “A lot 
of stuff goes into it. You’re talking 
a year of engineering and studies.”

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

Dispatching 
(Continued from Page 1A)

“It’s more to 
our benefit to 
have a local 
department 
dispatching 
for us.”

— Sheriff 
Mike Elmore
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Re-Elect
Suzanne Buck to ACSD Board

• Collaborative, honest,         
open-minded

• Diversity, Equity and 
Supportive Culture for all

• Data-driven support of student 
outcomes

• Strong leadership and 
transparency

Paid for by: Suzanne S. Buck, 4351 Crown Point Rd., Bridport VT

Support our 
children and

their education.

tel (802) 388-6300  |  fax (802) 989-7569
email info@marbletrail.com

5 Court Street, 2nd Floor, Middlebury VT 05753

Marble Trail Financial is 
pleased to welcome
Amy Coogler to our team as 
Senior Tax Accountant!
Amy Coogler is a Certified 
Public Accountant (CPA) with 
a Master’s in Accountancy 
and brings over a decade 
of experience in public 
accounting to the team. 
Most recently working as 
a Senior Tax Manager at 
PricewaterhouseCoopers, LLP, 
she advised clients on income 
tax matters for various legal entity types, and tax preparation 
for a client base spanning various industries including 
consumer retail, software, and life sciences. Amy will draw 
on that experience to focus on Marble Trail’s business clients. 
She looks forward to serving her clients as their trusted 
advisor and utilizing her passion for making taxes a little less 
painful.

is expected to open in a yet-to-
be determined spot in time for 
the 2023-2024 academic year, 
according to Carter.

Program costs and ACP 
personnel will continue to be 
shared by the ACSD, ANWSD and 
MAUSD.

It’s been a model collaboration 
thus far for the high school 
program, according to Carter.

“We share everything in this 
program,” she told the ACSD 
board during a recent meeting at 
Middlebury Union Middle School. 
“We’re the only place in the state 
where three districts have come 
together to make things possible 
like this.”

ACP was founded in 2019 as the 
Addison Wayfinders Experience 
based in the town of Addison. It 
was renamed and moved. Here is 
how it currently works.

Each of the three participating 
school districts refers up to four 
students, whose special academic 
and socio-emotional needs can’t 
be accommodated within a 
conventional classroom setting. 
These are students who might 
otherwise have had to be served 
through specialized programs in 
Burlington or other parts of the 
state and region, Carter explained.

ACP and its staff work with 
each enrollee in what’s termed an 
“immersive learning environment.” 
It’s a program that typically calls 
for students spending mornings 
doing community/recreational 
activities and then academics in the 
afternoon at 812 Exchange St. in 
Middlebury.

Morning activities have included:
• A boat building program, 

known as “Sugar Moon,” through 

the Lake Champlain Maritime 
Museum. The students’ year-long 
journey culminates in the launch 
and maiden voyage of their boat on 
Lake Champlain.

• A farming program at New 
Haven’s Lester Farm. During the 
fall, students help with harvesting 
and marketing produce; during 
the spring, they learn 
about planting crops, 
the economy of crop 
selection and soil 
composition.

• Outdoor adventure, 
which includes hiking, 
snowshoeing, skiing 
and fishing.

An ACP student’s 
success is largely 
measured through 
their Individualized 
Education Program 
(IEP) plan. An IEP 
describes the special 
education and related 
services the child will 
receive. The state 
requires such a plan 
for any child, age 3 
through 21, who’s 
eligible to receive 
special education and 
related services.

In addition to 
academics, ACP students are 
schooled in how to improve 
their coping skills, do things 
independently, deal with frustration 
and have “multiple reciprocal 
relationships,” according to Carter.
COST EFFECTIVE

While student progress in some 
areas can be subjective, it’s easy to 
measure ACP’s cost-effectiveness, 
according to program boosters. 
Statistics provided by Carter show 
that:

• The three participating districts 
are each paying one-third of the 
total $167,848 it costs for ACP to 
serve 12 high school students each 
year. It would cost $400,000 to 
$1.2 million to serve these students 
through out-of-county programs.

• Transportation costs are 
currently $8,750 per student each 

nine-month academic 
year through ACP. 
Those transportation 
costs would be 
$56,000-$120,000 per 
child through out-of-
county placements.

• School districts 
sending pupils 
to out-of-county 
programs have no 
ability to influence 
programming for 
their special-needs 
children (beyond 
their IEPs). But those 
enrolled in ACP 
are close to home, 
the programming is 
designed locally and 
there’s more flexible 
reintegration into the 
sending high school, 
according to Carter.

“We have more 
students in need of 

a program like this than we have 
spaces for,” Carter acknowledged. 
“If we didn’t have this, we would 
be in dire straits.”

With such demand and positive 
results, some ACSD board 
members wonder why ACP doesn’t 
grow even more.

“Four (students per district) 
doesn’t seem like very many; it 
seems very low,” board member 
Barb Wilson of Shoreham said. “It 
seems like having the students here 
would be really a good thing.”

Board member Mary Gill of 
Middlebury suggested an ACP for 
elementary-age students.

Carter cited reasons for keeping 
ACSP numbers fairly low.

“The larger the program gets 
for students who have special 
needs, the more (potential for) 
stigmatization and the more 
difficult it can get to run,” she 
said. “It’s a very difficult program 
to lift. The staff are highly 
specialized, and it’s hard to find 
people who have those skills. Then 
they need specialized supervision, 
then we need understanding in 
the community. A lot of important 
things need to happen to get there.”

As for an ACP elementary 
program, Carter said, “We haven’t 
approached that yet, because it’s 
very complicated. Little kids 
internalize going to another school 
differently than middle school 
students, so we’re trying to figure 
out how to get resources into 
schools rather than just rely on 
sending them out.”

She also noted Mary Hogan 
Elementary has a Wellness and 
Learning Center where children 
can go when they’re struggling.

Still, Carter said she’s open to 
the idea of adding more satellite-
like programs through ACP.

“It’s hard to argue with the 
numbers,” she said.

The ACSD board’s facilities 
committee is currently searching 
for a home for the middle school 
ACP program. Anyone with ideas 
can contact Carter at ncarter@
acsdvt.org.

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

Special needs
(Continued from Page 1A)

In addition to 
academics, 
Addison 
Consortium 
Program 
students are 
schooled in 
how to improve 
their coping 
skills, do things 
independently, 
deal with 
frustration and 
have “multiple 
reciprocal 
relationships.”

— Nicole Carter, 
director of Equity 

& Student Services 
for ACSD

To meet that standard, fossil 
fuel importers would have been 
asked to help subsidize cleaner 
heat options — primarily for low- 
and middle-income 
Vermonters — such 
as weatherization 
and heat pumps.

At its core, the 
AHA is intended to 
expedite the state’s 
transition to its new 
Global Solution 
Act mandate. 
Passed in 2020, 
that law requires 
the state to reduce 
its greenhouse 
gas pollution to 
26% below 2005 
levels by 2025, and 
80% below 1990 
standards by 2050.

Bray’s report in 
this edition includes 
an overview of 
AHA’s objectives.

It remains to be 
seen how those 
objectives will 
be overhauled or 
tweaked during 
a two-year study 
phase.

“The clean heat 
program in the 
Affordable Heat 
Act will not go 
into effect unless a 
future Legislature 
introduces a new 
bill to implement a 
clean heat program,” 
Bray wrote in a Feb. 
28 email to Bill 
Heffernan, an owner 
of Champlain Valley 
Plumbing & Heating 
and one of the fuel 
dealers present at 
Monday’s breakfast. 

“The study the bill includes will 
determine the costs and benefits of 
a possible clean heat program in 
much more detail,” Bray further 
stated in the email, provided to 
the Independent. “And it will be 
the work of a future Legislature 
to decide whether or not the 
program — as is, or modified in 
some way(s), should be moved 
forward by a new bill that will, of 
course, require a vote of the full 
Legislature.”

For the second week in a row, 
the AHA was the dominant issue 
at the county’s twice-per-month 
legislative breakfast.

Bray underscored the reasons 
behind the law.

“In the last two winters, 
Vermonters have spent roughly 
$650 million more to heat than 
just two seasons prior,” Bray said, 
referring to recent, record-high 
heating fuel prices. “The current 
system is very expensive for many 
people, and it’s also polluting.”

He said plans called for S.5 
to be patterned after Efficiency 
Vermont, a 20-year-old state 
utility that helps Vermonters make 
electricity-related upgrades to 
their homes and businesses.

“The AHA puts us on a 
roughly 30-year path to gradually 
transitioning off those fuels 
and help make the transition 
as affordable as possible for 
Vermonters across the board — 
especially those with low and 
moderate incomes,” he said.

Bray noted on Monday that 

the state has already complete 12 
studies with another four in the 
works on options to battle climate 
change. And that battle is not 
optional, he said.

“Regardless of 
how you feel about 
it, Vermont law 
specifies a legally 
binding schedule 
for us to reduce 
pollution over time, 
through 2050,” he 
said.

“We don’t have a 
choice to sit it out.”
FUEL DEALERS 
SPEAK

But heating fuel 
dealers on Monday 
voiced concern that 
they — and their 
customers — would 
be asked to bear the 
financial impacts of 
the AHA.

Dave Shaw, a 
CVPH employee 
who regularly 
delivers heating 
fuel, questioned 
the AHA’s 
e n c o u r a g e m e n t 
of biofuels — 
particularly during 
the winter when 
they pose challenges 
for conventional 
heating systems. 
He added any tax 
on heating fuel 
would be difficult 
to assess, given 
large networks of 
meters at apartment 
complexes. And 
he suggested the 
Legislature should 
have looked harder 
at the implications 
of the Global 
Solutions Act 

before passing it in 2020.
“You wrote a law a few years 

back that you don’t want to 
break today,” he said. “And now, 
because your backs are against the 
wall, you’re making the rest of us 
here pay for it.”

Heffernan said he had several 
concerns about S.5:

• “No one can tell us what 
the bill is going to cost the fuel 
dealers,” he said, “but in reality, it 
will be Vermonters 
who pay.”

• How the bill 
would be enforced/
regulated.

• How the 
collected funds 
would be 
distributed, “and by 
whom.”

• How the 
state would find 
the workforce 
needed for S.5’s 
w e a t h e r i z a t i o n 
objectives. He 
pointed to recent 
testimony from 
the Energy 
Action Network 
estimating Vermont 
would need 5,200 
workers to be able 
to weatherize the 90,000 homes 
targeted for such upgrades by 
2030.

“My biggest concern is that this 
bill directly or indirectly affects all 
Vermonters,” he said. “Hospitals, 
schools, colleges, churches, 

municipal buildings, greenhouses 
heated for food — these buildings 
can’t easily be converted to 
electricity or wood. These heating 
gallons are considered in figures 
the state senators are using and 
probably account for half, if not 
more of the gallons in the thermal 
sector. We don’t believe the power 
grid would be able to handle these 
buildings if they were converted, 
the rates charged by the power 
companies would be substantial.”

Others saluted the effort, 
however. Among them was former 
state Rep. Dave Sharpe, who 
said “millions and millions of 
Vermonters’ dollars are going to 
enhanced oil company profits… 
that are costing us more and 
more. I applaud the efforts of the 
Legislature in moving us toward 
spending less money on fossil 
fuels derived from out of state that 
are enhancing the pockets of large 
oil companies.”

Sen. Ruth Hardy, D-Addison 
County, said she’s a strong 
supporter of the AHA. The 
Legislature, she said, has spent 
three years trying to pass (and have 
Gov. Phil Scott sign) legislation 
targeting climate change and 
weatherization.

“(S.5) has wide support among 
legislators,” she told the crowd at 
Monday’s breakfast. “Everyone 
who has had concerns has had an 
opportunity to come to the table 
and work on this bill.”

She added several business 
sectors have already changed 
their operations in light of climate 
change and believes the heating 
fuel industry should follow suit. 
She specifically cited farmers, 
sugarmakers and the ski industry 
as industries that have worked to 
adapt.

“They’ve had to adjust what 
they do, what they pay for and 
how they work in order to adjust 
to the fact our winters are shorter 
and warmer, to adjust to storms 
and weather events that are 
unpredictable, and flooding,” she 
said. “These businesses have had 
to change. And all this bill does is 
ask that the fuel dealers become… 
part of the solution.”

Others at Monday’s breakfast 
urged lawmakers to consider 
additional routes to green energy.

Bristol’s Richard Butz advocated 
for “network 
g e o t h e r m a l ” 
technology that 
he said could loop 
clusters of buildings 
into a communal 
geothermal heating. 
Such a system 
might work well in 
downtown Bristol, 
he said.

Rep. Mari Cordes, 
D-Lincoln, agreed, 
while noting she’s a 
sponsor of a related 
bill — H.242 — that 
proposes to give the

Vermont Public 
Utility Commission 
jurisdiction over the 
construction and 
operation of utility 
model thermal 

energy networks.
“The beauty of this is, is that 

it’s much less expensive than 
traditional heating systems,” Butz 
said.

Editor’s note: Bill Heffernan is 
a brother-in-law to reporter John 

Affordable heat
(Continued from Page 1A)

“Farmers, 
sugarmakers and 
the ski industry 
“have had to 
adjust what they 
do, what they pay 
for and how they 
work in order 
to adjust to the 
fact our winters 
are shorter 
and warmer, to 
adjust to storms 
and weather 
events that are 
unpredictable, 
and flooding … 
These businesses 
have had to 
change. And all 
this bill does is 
ask that the fuel 
dealers become… 
part of the 
solution.”

— Sen. Ruth Hardy

For breaking news & updates wherever you are!
facebook.com/addisonindependent   |   twitter.com/addyindy

Find Us On:Find Us On:

“This bill directly 
or indirectly 
affects all 
Vermonters. 
Hospitals, 
schools, colleges, 
churches, 
municipal 
buildings, 
greenhouses 
heated for food — 
these buildings 
can’t easily be 
converted to 
electricity or 
wood.”

— Bill Heffernan 
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Monkton, VT Homeowner 
Recommends Bristol Electronics

FREE SITE EVALUATIONS

802-453-2500
BristolElectronicsVT.com

 

For over 20 years we have had a goal of owning a solar system. Bristol 
Electronics helped us to reach that goal by installing a (16) panel system. All 
of our goals were met. The price was right. The installation and quality of work 
was professional. Most importantly, we have not had to pay an electric bill 
since the installation.

Chris mentioned that I could use a roof rake to remove snow from my array 
but I taped a cloth mop to a 20’ closet rod that I had hanging around. I store 
it under the array and when the array is covered with snow I use it to gently 
brush the panels off. My array starts producing power quicker and I am very 
happy with my electric bills.

If we buy the electric car that we have been thinking about, we will have Bristol 
Electronics return and add to our system, and cover the cost of the added 
electricity. Solar has been a good investment for us.

John & Beverly Teer – Monkton, VT

If  you’re not sleeping,  
maybe you’re doing it wrong.

   

MAUI™
MEDIUM

      Twin Set ...... $849
     Full Set ........... $949
      Queen Set ........... $999
   King Set ............... $1399

Simmons Beautyrests are designed to bring you better quality sleep – 
so you’ll have more energy the next day.

   
      Twin Set ...... $895
     Full Set ......... $1095
      Queen Set ......... $1299
   King Set ............... $1699

CAYMAN™
EXTRA FIRM

  

L-CLASS™
MEDIUM

      
     Twin Set ....... $2599
    Full Set ............ $3099
   Queen Set ............ $3299
 King Set ................. $4099

  

L-CLASS™
FIRM

    
       Twin Set ........ $2299
    Full Set ............ $2799
    Queen Set ........... $2999  
King Set ................. $3799

  

L-CLaSS™
PiLLow ToP

    
     Twin XL SeT .... $2999
    FuLL SeT ............ $3299
    Queen SeT ............. $3599
  King SeT ................. $4399

  

C-CLASS™
FIRM

      Twin Set .... $3199
     Full Set ......... $3599
      Queen Set ......... $3899
   King Set ............... $4799

  

C-CLASS™
MEDIUM

    
      Twin Set ...... $3199
   Full Set ........... $3599
      Queen Set ......... $3899
   King Set ............... $4799

1-800-261-WOOD
802-388-6297

• FREE Delivery
• FREE Set-up
• FREE Removal

    www.woodwarevt.com 

FREEDELIVERY

Route 7 South • Middlebury VT  •  Hours: Monday-Saturday 9-5, Closed Sundays

Motion 
Separation 

Index

170
Super pocketed coil™ SpringS
the gold Standard in undiSturbed reSt.

All Simmons® mattresses are built 
so well you never have to flip them

for the life of the mattress.

changes to the website that keys 
her e-commerce effort. 

That grant process indirectly 
resulted in lu•lu’s adding its 
newest product — goal milk 
gelato. Lu•lu will formally 
introduce its new creations with 
a launch party, with free tastings, 
from noon to 2 p.m. this Saturday, 
March 4. The shop is at 185 Main 
St., right at the city’s downtown 
traffic light.

Why goat milk gelato? Mack 
described the chain of events that 
resulted in the new lu•lu product. 
She previously “had an inkling” 
about offering it, but had not yet 
found the time to focus on details 
such as recipes, equipment 
purchases and marketing.

Then when lu•lu received its 
first Innovation Center grant 
in 2022, she had a pivotal chat 
with the regional nonprofit’s 
representatives. It turned out the 
center was looking for more ways 
to support goat milk farmers, and 
brought up the topic to Mack. 

“They came and did a site visit 
and said, ‘Have you ever thought 
about making goat or sheep milk 
ice cream?’ And I was like, ‘It’s 
really funny you should say that. 
It’s always been in the back of 
my mind. Why do you ask?’” 
Mack recounted.

That’s when she learned about 
the $30,000 grant to expand 
into goat milk gelato that lu•lu 
soon earned. The funding gave 
Mack and her staff time to 
fine-tune recipes, reach out to 
potential farm partners, purchase 
equipment to pasteurize goat 
milk (lu•lu pasteurizes its goat 
milk and re-pasteurizes its cows’ 
milk onsite) and develop a sales 
plan.

Mack said the Innovation 
Center grants boost both farmers 
and shops in the region who sell 
value-added products. 

“It is incredibly helpful,” 
she said. “The Northeast Dairy 
Innovation Fund really helps 
in these small pockets like (in) 
Vermont and New York, Rhode 
Island. It’s a really cool entity 
which allows us to increase our 
purchase, which then gives the 

farmers more work and so they 
get more cash.”

Like lu•lu’s ice cream, which 
is made with Monument Farms 
Milk and Maple Meadows Farm 
eggs, as well as products from 
Charlotte’s Sweet 
Roots farm, its goat 
milk gelato qualifies 
as almost wholly 
Vermont-made. 

For its gelato, lu•lu 
substitutes goat milk 
from Huntington’s 
Midnight Goat Farm, 
owned by Yves 
Gonnet, all of whose 
production the store is 
now buying. She is in 
talks with an Addison 
County goat farmer 
for more supply.

In some flavors, 
such as Chocolate 
Hazelnut, lu•lu also 
uses a variety of nut butters 
from a Colchester firm to add 
richness. Vermont Peanut Butter 
Co. contributes a main ingredient 
to another goat milk gelato flavor

Only the organic sugar 
delivered to lu•lu doesn’t have 
a Vermont source or producer, 
and Mack emphasizes that all the 
ice cream and gelato flavors are 
made from scratch.

Because lu•lu pasteurizes all 
its milk onsite, the Vermont 
Agency of Agriculture considers 
lu•lu an official milk handler, 
and an agency inspector shows 
up quarterly. 

“It’s really a unique thing we 
do,” Mack said.

Thus, she expects officials 
from the agency as well as the 
Northeast Dairy Innovation 
Center — plus Gonnet and local 
legislators — to show up for 
Saturday’s gelato launch party.

In all, Mack but said things 
have gone well since lu•lu opened 
in May 2018. She now employs 
one person fulltime, between 
four and 14 more part-time 
depending on the season, and is 
looking to add a second fulltime 
worker. She is grateful that the 
community has supported lu•lu, 
and said she believes it is largely 
because of product quality.

“We’re really lucky that people 
love what we create, and we get 
to make ice cream every day and 
make people happy,” Mack said.
GOAT MILK GELATO

And she believes that quality 
extends to the goat 
milk gelato, which 
she said not only can 
stand on its own as a 
lower-calorie, but still 
flavorful, alternative, 
to lu•lu’s ice cream, 
but is also a more 
friendly product to 
those who are lactose 
intolerant. 

Goat milk lactose is 
kinder to that segment 
of the population, and 
thus could create a 
new niche for lu•lu. 

“It’s approachable 
for those who can’t 
process lactose as 

well,” Mack said.
Because goat milk is lower in 

fat than cows’ milk, lu•lu has 
been focusing on flavorings that, 
like peanut butter, add a bit of 
smoothness and texture. Other 
flavors already in her stand-up 
freezer in the shop are Chocolate 

and Chocolate Hazelnut, and she 
is tinkering with avocado, olive 
oil and other nut spreads as flavor 
bases. 

She added she believes goat’s 
milk gelato is “closer to an ice 
cream experience” than sorbet, 
making it “really approachable. 
I’m happy to add there is no 
‘goaty’ flavor at all.” (A taste of 
lu•lu’s Peanut Butter Goat Milk 
Gelato supported her claim, at 
least in one opinion.)

It is also a bit lower in calories 
than ice cream.

“It’s basically a health food,” 
Mack joked. “You have to lift 
your hand up, so it’s actually 
exercise.” 

Mack said other early feedback 
has been positive: “We’ve been 
teasing it in the shop, and it’s had 
a phenomenal response.”

OK, but why the name “lu•lu”? 
It turns out it’s a real word, at 
least in old-fashioned slang. 

“It’s actually a word in the 
dictionary that means something 
outstanding or remarkable,” 
Mack said. “So you’re actually 
eating something awesome.”

 

lu•lu
(Continued from Page 1A)

rb@gmail.com or 802-355-4676.

The Rotary Club of Middlebury 
for many years has supported a 
variety of charitable causes, and this 
year will be no different. If you think 
the club might be able to help your 
organization, visit middleburyrotary.
org. If your request seems compatible 
with the club’s guidelines, complete 
the grant application form in the 
“Request help from Rotary” section 
of the webpage. Applications for 
financial support in 2023 are now 
being accepted and are due by 
March 15. The Rotary Club of 
Middlebury last year invested a 
total of $50,000 in more than 20 
local organizations that pitched 
projects addressing homelessness, 
elderly services, childcare, poverty 
eradication, hunger, health, youth 
sports and economic development. 
The club focuses its resources 
primarily in seven areas of concern, 
as selected by Rotary International: 
conflict prevention and resolution, 
disease prevention and treatment, 
water and sanitation, maternal and 
child health, basic education and 
literacy, economic and community 
development, and environmental 

protection.

When it comes to New Year’s 
resolutions, it’s not unusual for 
died to be high on the list. But 
how about a “carbon” diet? 
Middlebury’s Champlain Valley 
Unitarian Universalist Society at 2 
Duane Court will on March 6 begin 
hosting a series of “low carbon 
diet” seminars aimed at helping 
you reduce your household’s 
carbon footprint while gaining 
energy savings. The free seminars 
will take place from noon to 1 p.m. 
on consecutive Mondays, from 
March 6 through 27. The first 
seminar will inform attendees 
how to measure their household’s 
carbon footprint and discern 
their biggest sources of energy use 
and carbon emissions. Ensuing 
seminars will explain how to make 
an action plan from choices from 
a “low carbon diet workbook,” 
heading toward a goal of reducing 
your household’s carbon footprint 
by 5,000 pounds in 30 days. The 
sessions will be facilitated by 
Laura Asermily. To learn more 
or register for the program, call 
802-349-4157 or email lasermily@
yahoo.com.

By the way 
(Continued from Page 1A)

“We’re really 
lucky that 
people love 
what we 
create, and 
we get to 
make ice 
cream every 
day and 
make people 
happy.”

— Laura Mack
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Helping Young Families Get The Right Start

• Community Playgroups
• Parent Education Classes
• Home Visits
• Pregnancy Prevention Programs
• Parent Training & Child Center

All Clinics are open to all residents of any town. Dogs and cats only. 
For the safety of all, dogs should be leashed and cats in carriers. 
You should bring paper proof of previous rabies vaccination(s). 

$20 per vaccine  CASH only - exact change appreciated

2023 Area RABIES CLINICS

Sponsored by Bristol Animal Hospital, Champlain Valley Small
Animal Mobile Vet and  Valleywide Veterinary Services

Please bring cash - cards and checks will not be accepted.

Goshen - Goshen Town Office Sat. March 11, 10 AM-12 PM
Lincoln - Lincoln Town Office  Sat. March 11, 10-11 AM
Monkton - Monkton Fire Department Wed. March 15, 5:30-7 PM 
Leicester - Leicester Town Office Tues. March 21, 5-6 PM 
Salisbury - Salisbury Town Office Tues. March 21, 6:15-7:15 PM
Bridport - Bridport Fire Station Wed. March 22, 5-7 PM
Whiting - Whiting Fire Station Thurs. March 23, 5:30-6:30 PM 
Orwell - Orwell Fire Station Fri. March 24, 5-7 PM
New Haven - Town Office Sat. March 25, 9-11 AM
Bristol  -  Bristol Animal Hospital  Tues. March 28, 5:30-7 PM 

FRIDAYmar
3

milestones
BIRTHS

• Molly and Kyle Kerr of Shoreham, Feb. 3, a girl, Hadley Drue 
Kerr.

St. Lawrence University has 
announced its dean’s list for the 
fall 2022 semester. Included on 
the list were the following local 
students: Two Mount Abraham 
graduates — Nick Catlin, 
Lincoln, Environmental Studies, 
and Isaiah DiNapoli, Bristol, 

English; Vergennes Union High 
School graduate Hannah Kelly, 
Ferrisburgh, Environmental Science 
and Sociology; and Middlebury 
Union High School graduate 
Tucker Moulton, Economics and 
Mathematics. 

ADDISON  COUNTY School News

Stack ’em high
PANCAKE LOVERS REJOICE! Throughout the month of March organizations all over 

the county are offering up pancake breakfasts. Let them do the cooking and enjoy these 
morning treats with maple syrup. Blueberry Hill Outdoor Center, Middlebury VFW and St. 
Peter’s Catholic Church in Vergennes are among those serving up the goodness. Read the 
calendar for details.

Lenten Fish Fry in Bristol. Friday, 
March 3, 5-7 p.m., St. Ambrose 

Church, 11 School St. Enjoy an all-you-
can-eat fish fry. Menu includes fired or baked 
haddock, French fries, coleslaw, fresh baked 
dinner roll, beverage and dessert. Tickets $16 
adults/ $7 children 9 and under/$40 immediate 
family of 5. More info at 802-453-2488.

Used book sale in Middlebury. 
Saturday, March 4, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., 

Community Room, Ilsley Public 
Library, 75 Main St. Members of the Friends 
of the Ilsley Library organization can begin 
shopping at 9:45 a.m.

“The Bridge to 1777” living history event in 
Ticonderoga, N.Y. Saturday, March 4, 10 
a.m.-4 p.m., Fort Ticonderoga. In March 1777 
American soldiers at Ticonderoga raced against 
time to prepare for the next British attack up 
Lake Champlain. On land and on ice soldiers 
labored to build a strong bridge across Lake 
Champlain, connecting both halves of the camp 
and blocking the big boats of the Royal Navy. 
Discover this difficult and dangerous work, and 
explore the myriad of military preparations afoot 
in March 1777.

Ukrainian Easter Egg workshop in Vergennes. 
Saturday, March 4, noon-3 p.m., Bixby Memorial 
Library, 258 Main St. Local artist Eloise Beal will 
offer expert assistance in how to create Pysanky, 
or Ukrainian Easter Eggs. Attendees will be 
given their own kit to take home. While there, 
browse the display of books from Ukrainian 
authors and about the country’s history. For age 
16 and older. Register at 802-877-2211 or on 
the sign-up sheet in the Bixby lobby.

Coffee with Joe Andriano in Shoreham. 
Saturday, March 4, 2 p.m., Shoreham 
Congregational Church, School Road. As 
the new state representative for the Addison-
Rutland District, Andriano serves on the 
House Judiciary Committee, and has already 
sponsored several bills and resolutions. Come 
and learn his interests and priorities, and 
express your opinions. Light refreshments will 
be served.

Book release in Middlebury. Saturday, March 4, 
4 p.m., Congregational Church of Middlebury, 2 
Main St. Andi Lloyd and Andy Nagy-Benson will 
be reading from their recently released book, 
“Letters from the Ecotone: Ecology, Theology, 
and Climate Change.” Bill McKibben will offer 
introductory remarks. The Vermont Book Shop 
will have copies for sale. Reception to follow.

Bingo in Vergennes. Saturday, March 4, 5 p.m., 
St. Peter’s Parish Hall, 85 S. Maple St. Doors 
open at 5 p.m., Bingo starts at 6 p.m. A family 
friendly event. All cash prizes, 50/50 raffle. 
Refreshments sold. Sponsored by St. Peter’s 
Cemetery Committee to benefit the on-going 
efforts for cemetery improvements.

King Pede card party in Ferrisburgh. Saturday, 
March 4, 6:30 p.m., Ferrisburgh Town Hall and 
Community Center, Route 7. A sandwich supper 
and then on to techniques such as in Hearts and 
Spades or Pitch. This is a game of fun and skill 
so come prepared to use your strategic thinking. 

Pancake breakfast in Middlebury. 
Sunday, March 5, 8-10 a.m., VFW, 

530 Exchange St. Menu includes 
pancakes with Vermont maple syrup, sausage 
gravy and biscuits, bacon, hash, sausage, hash 
browns, eggs, toast, coffee and orange juice. 
Tickets $12 adults/$6 children. Open to the 
public. Benefits veterans program.

Pancake breakfast in Goshen. Sunday, March 5, 
9 a.m., Blueberry Hill Outdoor Center, Goshen 
Rd. Fuel up to play outdoors. Your donation for 
yummy pancakes, Vermont sausage, Vermont 
apples, and of course Goshen Vermont maple 
syrup, coffee/tea will support the work at the 
BHOC. Suggested donation, $15-$20, more 
or less depending on how much you eat and 
how much you can offer. Enjoy the day skiing 
or snowshoeing. Anything helps. All proceeds 
go to keeping the space warm, the trails and 
parking clear, the maps updated, and the soup 
hot. No reservations are required. More info on 
Facebook at fb.me/e/5FERDE7Cy.

Earthquake relief community bake sale in 
Middlebury. Sunday, March 5, 11 a.m.-2 p.m., 
Gather, 48 Merchants Row. Help raise funds 
for Syria and Turkey. Pay-what-you-can for a 
variety of baked good, including cookies, cakes, 
baklava, brownies and more. Cash preferred or 
Venmo. All proceeds will go to Bridge to Türkiye 
and Doctors Without Borders.

Meet the ACSD Board candidates in Middlebury. 
Sunday, March 5, 6-8 p.m., Community Room, 
Ilsley Public Library, 75 Main St. ACSD board 
candidates are coming together for informal 
conversation. All of the candidates have been 
invited. Light refreshments will be served, and 
the public will have an opportunity to talk to the 
candidates who attend.

“A Big Step Forward on Climate; 
Many More Needed” conversation 

in Middlebury. Monday, March 6, 
4:30 p.m., Dana Auditorium, Middlebury 

College, 356 College St. Middlebury alum 
and U.S. Rep. Sean Casten will visit campus 
virtually for a live conversation. As a scientist, 
clean energy entrepreneur and CEO, and now 
as a Member of Congress, the Illinois Democrat 
has dedicated his life to fighting climate change. 
In Congress, Casten draws on his two decades 
of experience as a business leader to reduce 
emissions while creating jobs, lowering energy 
costs for Americans, and spurring economic 
growth. More info at go.middlebury.edu/
sustainabilityalums

Town Meeting Day. Tuesday, March 
7. Local polls open until 7 p.m. Vote!

American Red Cross blood donation 
in Middlebury. Tuesday, March 7, 10 a.m.-4 
p.m., American Legion, 49 Wilson Rd. Gov. Phil 
Scott has declared March as Red Cross Month 
in Vermont. Honor the tradition by donating 

SATURDAYmar
4

SUNDAYmar
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MONDAYmar
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TUESDAYmar
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what you can. 
Middlebury Garden Club talk: “Growing a 

Beautiful, Medicinal Perennial Garden” in 
Middlebury. Tuesday, March 7, 1 p.m., Ilsley 
Public Library, 75 Main St. Red Wagon Plants 
nursery herbalist Sophie Cassel will introduce 
some lesser-known perennial medicinal plants 
and give tips on selecting, growing and harvesting 
for both garden function and therapeutic use. 
Free. Open to all.

Meg Madden author talk in Middlebury. 
Tuesday, March 7, 7 p.m., Ilsley Public Library, 
75 Main St. Local author and everyone’s 
favorite amateur mycologist, Meg Madden 
will discuss her new book, “This is a Book for 
People Who Love Mushrooms,” a celebratory 
compendium of nature’s weirdest and most 
wonderful fungi, with gorgeously illustrated 
profiles of notable mushrooms and information 
on foraging, understanding, and appreciating 
these magnificent living things. Attend in person 
or virtually on Zoom. Zoom link available at 
ilsleypubliclibrary.org.

Science Café in Middlebury. 
Thursday, March 9, 5 p.m., Ilsley 

Public Library, 75 Main St. Ever wonder 
what it takes to start an organic farm? Henry 

Webb has run Old Road Farm with Gabby and 
their wonderful crew since 2015. A total soil 
enthusiast, Webb was happy to find their forever 
farm in Granville. He will be chatting about 
some of the challenges and joys of innovative 
vegetable production with a deep commitment to 
ecologically informed practices. Join in and get 
ready for planting season.

Paint, movie and pizza night in 
Lincoln. Friday, March 10 4:30-6 

p.m., United Church of Lincoln, 23 
Quaker St. 

Take-out fish dinner in Vergennes. Friday, March 
10, 5-6:30 p.m., St. Peter’s Parish Hall, 85 S. 
Maple St. Beer battered haddock, zesty wedges, 
coleslaw, mixed vegetables, roll with butter and 
chocolate chip brownie. $13 adult/$7children 
6-12. Reservations required. Call 802-877-2367.

Monthly wildlife walk in Middlebury. 
Saturday, March 11, 8-10 a.m., meet 

at Otter View Park parking area, 
Weybridge St. and Pulp Mill Bridge Rd. Otter 

Creek Audubon and the Middlebury Area Land 
Trust invite community members to help survey 
birds and other wildlife at Otter View Park and the 
Hurd Grassland. Beginning birders are welcome. 
Come for all or part of the walk. For information, 
including the latest COVID constraints, call 802-
388-6019 or 802-388-100.

“To Save or Not to Save: What Do I Do with this 
Stuff?!” in Orwell. Saturday, March 11, 10 a.m., 
Orwell Free Library 473 Main St. Do you own a 
family collection that includes letters, objects, 
scrapbooks, journals and/or photographs? 
Or maybe a special interest collection? Are 
you wondering if you should keep it, or how to 
organize it? This workshop will introduce what 
makes collections valuable and provide ideas on 
how to preserve your own collection. More info at 
orwellfreelibrary.org or 802-948-2041. 

Bingo in Vergennes. Saturday, March 11, 5 p.m., 
St. Peter’s Parish Hall, 85 S. Maple St. Doors 
open at 5 p.m., Bingo at 6 p.m. All cash prizes, 
50/50 raffle, refreshments sold at this family 
friendly event. Sponsored by St. Ambrose & St. 
Peter’s Youth Ministry to benefit the on-going 
program costs and the upcoming trip to Rome.

Corned beef and cabbage take-out supper 
in Vergennes. Saturday, March 11, 5-6 p.m., 
Vergennes United Methodist Church, Main 
Street, across from the Opera House. Menu 
includes corned beef, cabbage, carrots, potato, 
onion, roll and dessert. Take-out only. $12. 
Preorder only at 802- 877-3150 before 7 p.m. 
Thursday, March 9.

Maplefest in Shoreham. Saturday, March 11, 
6:30-8:30 p.m., Platt Memorial Library, 279 Main 
St. Live music by the Coydogs along with a 
maple dessert contest. Sample maple desserts 
made by great local cooks and bakers, then vote 
with your dollars for your favorites. More info at 
platt@shoreham.net or 802-897-2647.

THURSDAYmar
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Breakfast Buffet in Vergennes. 
Sunday, March 12, 8-10 a.m., St. 

Peter’s Parish Hall, 85 S. Maple St. 
Omelets to order, scrambled eggs, French 
toast, bacon, sausage, fruit, plain and blueberry 
pancakes, maple syrup, sausage gravy on 
biscuits, born bread, home fries, mini muffins, 
juice, milk and coffee. Tickets $10 adults/$6 
children 8-12/$32 immediate family. Proceeds to 
Vergennes Council Knight of Columbus charity 
programs. 

Pancake breakfast in Goshen. Sunday, March 12, 
9 a.m., Blueberry Hill Outdoor Center, Goshen 
Rd. Fuel up to play outdoors. Your donation for 
yummy pancakes, Vermont sausage, Vermont 
apples, and of course Goshen Vermont maple 
syrup, coffee/tea will support the work at the 
BHOC. Suggested donation, $15-$20, more 
or less depending on how much you eat and 
how much you can offer. Enjoy the day skiing 
or snowshoeing. Anything helps. All proceeds 
go to keeping the space warm, the trails and 
parking clear, the maps updated, and the soup 
hot. No reservations are required. More info on 
Facebook at fb.me/e/5FERDE7Cy.

Evensong concert in Middlebury. Sunday, March 
12, 4 p.m., St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 3 
Main St. Music by English composer, Thomas 
Tallis (1505-1585) including “Magnificat & Nunc 
Dimittis in e”, motet “If ye love me” and the famous 
hymn “I heard the voice of Jesus say (The Third 
Tune)”. The community is invited to this beautiful 
musical service at the end of the day.

Legislative breakfast in Salisbury. 
Monday, March 13, 7 -8:45 a.m., 

Salisbury Congregational Church, 853 
Maple St. Begin your week with a meal and 

a chat with local legislators. All are welcome. 
Come and ask a question about legislation. 
Breakfast starts a 7 a.m. and program at 
7:30 a.m. Purchase of breakfast not required 
to attend but helps. Sponsored by Bridport 
Grange, and four Addison County organizations: 
Farm Bureau, Economic Development Corp., 
Regional Planning Commission and Chamber of 
Commerce.

Great Decisions lecture: “Global 
Famine” in Middlebury and on 

Zoom. Thursday, March 16, 2:30 
p.m., Zoom and East View at Middlebury. Join 
Middlebury College Professor Molly Anderson 
for this talk. Zoom only for the general public. 
In-person for EastView residents only. For more 
information or to obtain the Zoom link, please 
call the EastView Concierge at 802-989-7500.

Appalachian Trail hike story in Ferrisburgh. 
Thursday, March 16, 7-9:30 p.m., Ferrisburgh 
Town Hall, Route 7. Join Appalachian Trail 
through-hiker and North Ferrisburgh resident 
Randy Gates as he recounts and compares his 
successful completions of the 2,194-mile trail in 
1989 and 2022. Gates will present slides from 
his 1989 hike and pictures from his 2022 hike 
while discussing all the changes the Trail has 
seen in the past 33 years.

Lenten Fish Fry in Bristol. Friday, 
March 17, 5-7 p.m., St. Ambrose 

Church, 11 School St. Enjoy an all-you-
can-eat fish fry. Menu includes fired or baked 
haddock, French fries, coleslaw, fresh baked 
dinner roll, beverage and dessert. Tickets $16 
adults/ $7 children 9 and under/$40 immediate 
family of 5. More info at 802-453-2488.
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Sandwiches for  
Breakfast or Lunch,  
Hearty & Delicious
Open Sunday & Monday 8am-2pm 
Tuesday—Saturday, 7am-4pm
14 College St., Middlebury, VT

OtterCreekBakery.com
802-388-3371

Two local students will be 
playing baseball at St. Michael’s 
College this spring: Andrew 

Lanthier  of Orwell and Jarret 
Muzzy of Ferrisburgh. Lanthier is 
an outfielder and Muzzy a pitcher.
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HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Girls’ Hockey

2/22 BBA vs MUHS  ............................ 4-0
D-II Playoffs

2/28 #5 MUHS vs #4 Hartford ............. 5-2
Boys’ Hockey

2/22 U-32 vs MUHS ............................4-1
D-II Playoffs

2/25 #10 B. & Burton vs #7 MUHS ...... 3-2
Boys’ Basketball

2/22 OV vs Springfield ....................55-25
2/23 Milton vs VUHS  .....................48-45
2/23 Mt. Abe vs MUHS ...................53-50

D-II Playoffs
2/28 #7 Mt Abe vs #10 Lyndon .......62-58
2/28 #8 Harwood vs #9 MUHS .......62-50
2/28 #5 Hartford vs #12 OV ............61-41

D-III Playoffs
2/28 #6 VUHS vs #11 Peoples .......61-46

Girls’ Basketball
D-II Playoffs

2/22 #6 Mt. Abe vs #11 Hartford ...... 65-34
2/22 #3 Spaulding vs #14 MUHS .... 62-29
2/25 Spaulding vs Mt. Abe ............... 62-43

D-III Playoffs
2/22 #8 VUHS vs #9 GMUHS .......... 63-31
2/25 #1 Windsor vs VUHS ............... 46-36

COLLEGE SPORTS
Women’s Hockey

NESCAC Quarterfinal
2/25 #4 Midd vs #5 Conn ..................... 4-0

Women’s Basketball
NESCAC Final Four at Tufts

2/25 #1 Tufts vs #4 Midd ................. 74-39

— Titles taken on trails and mats —
By ANDY KIRKALDY

VERGENNES — When the 
mats were rolled up on Saturday 
night in the Vergennes Union High 
School gym, wrestlers from Mount 
Abraham, Middlebury, Otter Valley 
and the host school had racked up 
three individual state titles and 
20 top-six podium finishes at the 
Vermont championship tournament.

Eagle senior Devan Hemingway 
claimed his second straight 
120-pound title, Tiger senior 
Nick Sheldrick powered his way 
to the 285-pound crown, and 
hometown favorite Eli Brace, a 
Commodore senior, not only earned 
the 132-pound championship, but 
also reached the coveted 100-win 
milestone with his semifinal victory.

The coaches at the conclusion of 
the competition also voted Brace the 
tournament’s outstanding wrestler. 
He and the other top-three finishers 
are eligible to compete this coming 
weekend at the New England 

tournament. 
Mount Anthony used its depth on 

Saturday to cruise to its 34th straight 
title, outpointing second-place 
Colchester, 219-157.5, even though 
only one Patriot, Anthony Johnson 
at 170 pounds, won his weight class.

Right behind those larger high 
schools in the 22-team field were 
Otter Valley in third with 145 
points and VUHS in fourth at 121. 
Spaulding, another bigger school, 
took fifth with 115. Mount Abe 
(13th with 56) and MUHS (14th 
at 54) finished in the middle of the 
pack. 

OV Coach Cole Mason, whose 
team won several tournaments 
during the course of the winter and 
performed well on Saturday, was 
voted the Vermont Coach of the 
Year by his peers.

Hemingway went 3-0 on the way 
to his second title at 120, winning by 
an 8-3 decision in the quarterfinal, a 
quick pin in the semifinal, and then 

in the final edging Mount Anthony’s 
Logan Davis in a tactical battle, 2-0. 

Brace also went 3-0 at 132. After 
winning his first-round match he 
faced Mount Anthony’s Taylor 
Monick in the semifinal in search 
of his 100th win, with the crowd 
roaring. Brace took the lead in the 
first period and then controlled 
Monick from the top position for 
all of the second and third periods 
except for the final 10 seconds, 
winning 4-1 in dominant fashion.

In the final, he faced No. 3 seed 
Lincoln Wilcox of OV, who had 
pinned No. 2 seed Avery Carl of 
MUHS, a 2022 champion. Brace 
pinned Wilcox a minute into the 
middle period for the crown. 

Sheldrick came into this winter 
as Vermont’s top-ranked returning 
heavyweight, but was seeded 
second based on a regular-season 
loss to Springfield’s Cole Wright in 
which he received a crucial point 

Trio of wrestlers top podiums

COMMODORE ELI BRACE tries to turn Mount Anthony’s Tyler Monick during Brace’s semifinal victory, 
the 100th of his career. His 101st earned him the 132-pound title and recognition as the state meet’s 
outstanding wrestler.  

Photo courtesy of Cindy Lee

By ANDY KIRKALDY
RIPTON  —  Amid falling snow 

appropriate for Tuesday’s event 
at Rikert Outdoor Center, the 
Middlebury Union High School 
girls’ and boys’ Nordic ski teams 
both wrapped up Division II titles 
with a second set of dominant 
performances on Day Two of the 
state championship meet. 

Both Tiger teams swept the 
classic individual 3-kilometer 
and the team relay races. That 
followed similar outstanding 
finishes the previous Wednesday 
at Craftsbury Outdoor Center, 
which hosted the freestyle portion 
of the championship.

Scoring on both days for the 
Tiger girls, who posted a 70-point 
margin over second-place 
Montpelier, was the quartet of 
Beth McIntosh, Ava Schneider, 

Mary Harrington and the group’s 
only senior, Lia Robinson. 
McIntosh was the individual 
freestyle winner at Craftsbury, 
and Schneider took second at 
Rikert. All four scored top-nine 
finishes on both days. 

For the Tiger boys, seniors Eliot 
Schneider and Trey Bosworth and 
junior Baxter Harrington scored 
for MUHS on both days, with 
Schneider winning the classic at 
Rikert and Harrington pacing the 
Tigers with a third-place finish 
in Craftsbury. Freshman Matias 
Citarelli was the fourth scorer 
in Craftsbury, and sophomore 
Haakon Olsen joined the top 
four at Rikert. Their margin over 
second-place Montpelier was a 
still impressive 39 points. 

Head Coach Keith Wilkerson 
said many factors went into such 

a successful season, starting with 
talent. But many intangibles also 
went into maximizing the team’s 
abilities and peaking at the right 
time, he said, crediting assistant 
coaches Jessie Donovan, Jay 
Harrington and Emily Miller for 
helping develop the strategy. 

“I think it really came down 
to balancing hard training with 
fun. We avoided a lot of intensity 
until later in the season, instead 
focusing on volume,” Wilkerson 
said. “The kids were hungry 
for intensity over the past 
several weeks, and they were 
very good about going hard in 
races and key interval days, and 
going easy on distance and fun-
ski days.”

Team chemistry also played a 
role, Wilkerson said, something 

MIDDLEBURY SOPHOMORE BETH McIntosh cruises along in the Vermont State Freestyle Championship 
Race in Craftsbury on Feb. 22. She won the Division II race. 

Photo by Dave Priganc

Tiger Nordic teams sweep D-II

(See Skiing, Page 4B)

By ANDY KIRKALDY
MIDDLEBURY — Despite the 

Panthers’ recent first-round upset 
loss in the NESCAC tournament, 
the 19-5 Middlebury College men’s 
basketball team not only received 
a bid to the NCAA Division III 
tournament, it will also host a 
four-team regional this Friday and 
Saturday.

Middlebury, which finished tied 
with three other teams for first 
place in the NESCAC regular 
season with a 7-3 mark, will 
entertain Worcester State (22-5) on 
Friday at 6:10 p.m.

At 3 p.m. that afternoon, 
Rochester (16-9) will meet Nichols 

(23-5) at 3:40 p.m. in Pepin 
Gymnasium. 

Friday’s winners will square 
off at 6:10 p.m. on Saturday, with 
a berth in an NCAA sectional the 
following weekend on the line. 
The site of that sectional will be 
determined after this weekend. 

The Panthers haven’t played 
Worcester State this winter. Earlier 
this season they defeated Nichols 
in Westfield, Mass., 91-80, but 
dropped a game to Rochester in 
New York, 72-70.

From NESCAC, three teams 
also received NCAA bids: playoff 
champion Hamilton, top playoff 
seed Williams, and Tufts, which 

upset the Panthers in the league 
tournament.

The Panthers will be making the 
program’s 12th appearance in 14 
years in the NCAA tournament. 
Middlebury reached the final four 
in 2011 and has two other times 
advanced to the quarterfinal round.

Forward Alex Sobel leads the 
Panthers with averages of 19.1 
points, 11.8 rebounds and just 
under four blocked shots and over 
three assists per game. Noah Osher 
(12.9) and Sam Stevens (11.3) also 
average double figures in scoring. 
Forward David Brennan chips in 
6.2 points and 8.8 rebounds per 
game.

Men’s hoop to host in NCAA tournament

ADDISON COUNTY — In 
games played on Tuesday in the first 
round of the high school Division 
II boys’ basketball playoffs, Mount 
Abraham prevailed at home, while 
Middlebury and Otter Valley 
dropped road games and saw their 
seasons come to a close.

In D-III Vergennes won at home 
on Tuesday; see story on Page 1B.

DIVISION II PLAYOFFS
EAGLES

The No. 7 seed Eagles won a 

home playoff game for the second 
season in a row and third time 
since 2008 by rallying in the fourth 
quarter to edge No. 10 Lyndon, 
62-58.

The Eagles improved to 13-8 and 
advanced to take on undefeated No. 
2 seed Fair Haven on the road at 7 
p.m. on Friday. Lyndon wrapped 
up at 11-10.

Mount Abe surged to an 18-13 
lead after one period, but Viking 

EAGLE SENIOR NORMAN Benoit goes up for two during the 
Mount Abe basketball team’s first-round playoff win over Lyndon on 
Tuesday.

Photo courtesy of Mark Bouvier

Eagles only winner in D-II

Commodores stop Wolves in D-III playoffs

(See Hoops, Page 2B)

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — The No. 6 

Vergennes Union High School 
boys’ basketball team on Tuesday 
closed out its first-round Division 
III playoff game with a 14-3 run 
to subdue stubborn No. 11 seed 
Peoples, 61-46. 

The Commodores had used an 
8-0 run to end the first half and take 
a 34-30 lead in the home game, 
but the Wolves had nipped at their 
heels for most of the second half 
and still trailed by just four, 47-43, 
until the Commodores’ defense and 
depth wore them down. 

Junior forward Oakley Francis 
contributed six points and a couple 
key steals in the final surge, and 
several other Commodores made 
big plays down the stretch. 

VUHS will play a Friday 
quarterfinal at 7 p.m. against the 
winner of a first-round game played 
on Wednesday after the deadline for 
this edition: No. 3 Thetford (14-5) 
was set to host No. 14 Springfield 
(3-17). The Commodores have 
played neither team this winter, but 
were expecting a trip to Thetford. 

They noted Peoples, which came 
in at 8-12, including games against 
tough Capital Division teams, 
had defeated Thetford during the 
regular season.

But despite looking dangerous 

on offense, the Wolves only 
showed up on Tuesday with eight 
players, and the Commodores’ 
defense harassed them into 20 
turnovers. Francis, who along with 
brother Abram Francis tied for the 
VUHS scoring lead with 16 points, 
said the Commodores wanted to 
keep Peoples off balance and keep 
the pressure on. 

“The game plan was just move 
through man and zone so they 
weren’t prepared and they couldn’t 
get really set on offense,” Oakley 
Francis said. “The bigger amount 
of guys that was really a key thing 
today. With their low numbers just 
press and press and make them 
tired, and it worked.”

Oakley Francis also noted the 
contributions from the bench as 
Coach Josh Carter substituted 
freely to keep the Commodores 
fresh. Guard Wyatt Rochon and 
forward Devin Brisson came in 
to score eight points apiece, and 
guard Parker Kayhart entered 
to contribute solid defense and 

ballhandling.
“We all knew what the 

assignments were today, and we all 
did our part,” Francis said.

Carter agreed it was a team win. 
“I’m really proud of our guys,” 

he said. “We really came and had 
a nice collective effort. We really 
shared the basketball. We really 
made the right play when we had 
to.”

Peoples took a 14-7 lead in the 
first 4:40 as five Wolves scored. 
But the Commodores closed the 
period with the first of several 
offensive surges, a 12-4 run over 
the quarter’s final three minutes 
to lead by 19-18. In that stretch 
Oakley Francis and Brisson hit 
threes, while Elijah Duprey scored 
twice and Abram Francis once in 
transition.

Peoples senior Noble Beerworth 
sparked a 12-7 counterattack with 
eight points, six on two threes, and 
the Wolves led by 30-26 with 2:35 
to go in the half. But Peoples also 

(See Basketball, Page 3B)



PAGE 2B — Addison Independent, Thursday, March 2, 2023

Cozy up with the local news!
Subscribe online  
addisonindependent.com

OR
Fill out this form and mail it with payment

Send to

Town State Zip

Email address

Are you a senior (65+)?  Yes No

Sign me up to Auto Renew. Yes
ONLY AVAILABLE FOR CREDIT CARD PAYMENTS

Method of Payment:

Check Enclosed $    

 Visa        MC       Amex       Discover 

Card #                      

CCV             Exp. Date    

IN STATE
$50/year
65+ $45/year 

OUT-OF-STATE
$60/year
65+ $55/year

Online access FREE with all print subscriptions!

Question
s?

CALL SADIE

TODAY!

SUBSCRIBE
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Novice and advanced athletes alike marvel at the beauty of our courses 
and enjoy the mountains, lakes and streams of Central Vermont.

See our website for course maps, race details and registration.
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Lake Lake Dunmore, Dunmore, 
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Austin Wheeler erupted for 16 of 
his 33 points in the second quarter 
as Lyndon moved to a 35-30 lead 
at halftime. 

The Vikings still led after three 
periods, 48-46, but the teams 
traded leads throughout the fourth 
period until a Chance Denecker 
three-pointer put the Eagles up 
for good at 57-56 with 1:30 to go. 
The Eagles then forced a turnover 
that led to an Ian Funke transition 
basket and a 59-56 lead. From there 
the Eagles went three-of-four from 
the line to nail down the victory. 

Funke, a junior, led Mount Abe 
with 18 points. Three seniors 
were next in the scoring line for 
the Eagles: Denecker finished 
with 15 points, Gavin Bannister 

contributed 13 and Norman 
Benoit added nine. 
TIGERS

Host No. 8 Harwood (11-9) 
topped the No. 9 Tigers, 62-50. 
Penn Riney scored 27 points for 
the Tigers to finish with 1,001 for 
his career, and fellow senior Jack 
Trudeau scored 10, but it wasn’t 
enough as MUHS finished its 
season at 10-11. 
OTTERS

Host No. 5 Hartford improved 
to a program-record 18-3 by 
outscoring the No. 12 Otters, 61-
41. The Hurricanes earned their 
third victory of the winter over OV 
as Brayden Trombly recorded 17 
points and 12 rebounds, and Brady 
Olmstead and Christian Hathorn 
each scored 14 points.

For the Otters, Logan 
Letourneau (11 points) and Ben 
Adams (10) reached double figures 
as they wrapped up a 7-14 season.
REGULAR SEASON

On Feb. 22, OV bolted to a 
14-2 first-quarter lead in a 55-25 
victory at Springfield. The Cosmos 
wrapped up at 3-17. Owen Thomas 
(16 points) and Drew Pelkey (11) 
led the Otters.

On Feb. 23, the Commodores 
lost at Milton, 48-45, a result that 
did not affect their seeding. Details 
from that game were not reported.  

Also on Feb. 23, the Eagles 
rallied in the fourth quarter at 
MUHS to win, 53-50, a result that 
locked down the home playoff 
game for Mount Abe; see story on 
this page. 

The image of a baseball scout in 
the popular mind is that of a wise 
and wizened veteran of the game, 
the way scouts are portrayed in 
“Money Ball,” for example, or 
like Clint Eastwood in the movie 
“Trouble with the Curve.”

Well, the game has changed: It 
is no longer the exclusive domain 
of baseball lifers and their male 
progeny, the ol’ boy network 
defined.

It’s a good thing too for Erick 
Dalton, a scout, a talent evaluator, 
at the highest level with the 
Philadelphia Phillies, who, as you 
recall, won the National League 
pennant last year in a remarkable 
late season run before falling to 
the Houston Astros in the World 
Series. 

Erick, 41, is representative of the 
evolution in professional baseball 
at the highest levels away from 
traditional approaches in the game 
to an exploitation of contemporary 
technological sources of data and 
information. 

He has been working in 
baseball for 15 years, first for the 
Washington Nationals (2007-2017) 
and for the Phillies since then, now 
as a “special assignment scout.”

Erick’s own athletic identity was 
not as a baseball player. Hardly so. 
He was a hockey player and coach. 
His vague plan upon earning an 
M.A. in sports management at 
the University of Massachusetts 
in 2007 was to find work in the 
National Hockey League. 

His highest level of baseball 
play was Babe Ruth League ball!

But life has a way of intervening. 
Let’s start at the beginning. 

Erick’s family lived Ripton 
when he was born and moved “to 
the mean streets of Cornwall” 
(as he puts it) when he was three. 
They lived “right down the road” 
from the Beaneys of Cornwall, 
Middlebury men’s hockey coach 
Bill Beaney (now retired) and his 
family. 

He became friends with Trevor 
Beaney (who ultimately played 
college hockey at Princeton) 
and was a teenager when Coach 
Beaney’s Middlebury team 
went on their fabulous run 
of five consecutive National 
Championships (’94-’99): “I didn’t 
miss a National Championship 
game,” Erick reported when we 
met last week. 

He remembers fondly playing 

hockey on Sergei Davydov’s 
pond rink on Cider Mill Road in 
Cornwall: “It was spectacular. 
He spent so much time caring for 

it. Two rinks 
really, also a 
speed skating 
oval — he 
built his own 
Zamboni!

“My parents 
were hoping 
I’d be a skier. 
They had ‘one 
rule’: They 
were not going 
to get me up 

at the crack of dawn for a hockey 
game or practice. I had to get 
myself out of bed.”

These wise parents are Marianne 
Doe, his mom, who taught English 
at Middlebury Union High School 
for 35 years and still resides in 
Cornwall, and Rick Dalton, his 
dad, who lives in Essex, N.Y., 
across the lake. Rick was in the 
Middlebury College Admissions 
Office for 11 years and is now 
the CEO and President of CFES/
Brilliant Pathways, a “non-profit 
that helps low-income kids become 
college- and career-ready.”

After two years at MUHS, 
Erick went off to Taft School in 
Connecticut (“hockey was the 
driving force”), where he played 
lacrosse as well as hockey. “My 
best opportunity as a college 
hockey player was in Division III, 
and where else but Middlebury 
would I want to play?”

His hockey career was cut short 
by injury. In the NCAA quarterfinal 
game against Plattsburgh here at 
Middlebury in March of 2001, he 
was checked from behind into the 
boards and suffered a serious neck 
injury, requiring surgical spinal 
fusion. 

“That was it,” he explained. 
“Collision sports were off the table. 
Most players with that injury are in 
a wheelchair.” He stayed with the 
Middlebury program, however, 
serving as an assistant coach under 
Bill Beaney and coaching the 
Middlebury JV team. 

Upon graduation from 
Middlebury, he taught history 
and coached soccer, hockey, and 
lacrosse for two years back at Taft. 
“I was literally getting my cap and 
gown when I got a call from the 
Head at Taft offering me a job.”

OK, this is a hockey story. When 

does the baseball come in? Now!
His entry into the game was a 

fortuitous accident — and involves 
a mattress! 

While earning his M.A. at 
UMass, he visited Taft, helping 
Middlebury College friend Julia 
Cardozo, a new teacher there, move 
into her dormitory apartment. 
Lugging a mattress up the stairs, 
he met her mother, Harolyn, who 
happened to be the executive 
assistant to the general manager of 
the Washington Nationals baseball 
team. 

She helped arrange an internship 
with the Nats, and the dye was cast.

“I did ‘grunt work,’ generic 
baseball operations,” Erick 
explained. “I worked on the 
amateur baseball draft, compiling 
a database. I learned how to use 
the software back then. I had an 
apprenticeship in baseball.”

In 2009, he took on the job as 
video coordinator, and that led to 
his becoming the coordinator of 
advance scouting; he was good 
at understanding and translating 
the “explosion of video and data 
that was taking place.” Erick was 
appointed Director of Advanced 
Scouting for the Nats in 2016. “I 
was embedded with the team, the 
point person for the Nationals 
coaching staff, evaluating 
upcoming opponents — a 
tremendous opportunity.”

Wanting a “new direction,” he 
signed on to the Phillies in 2018. 
In this role, Special Assignment 
Scout, he has been able to apply 
what he learned in his decade with 
the Nationals and now provides 
senior management in baseball 
operations with player evaluations 
at six different levels, from A Ball 
to AAA and the Majors 

Erick lives now in Shelburne, 
Vt., (“I can live almost anywhere 
as long as I’m close to an airport”) 
with his wife Jenny and their three 
small children, not far from his 
older sister Jennifer (Hinesburg) 
and younger sister Sarah in Stowe 
(Sarah, he affirms, is the athlete in 
family, a Division-I All-American 
lacrosse player at Boston 
University and now the women’s 
lacrosse coach at UVM). 

Jenny has a career of her own 
as the director of operations for 
a small equity firm. They were 
married in his last year with the 
Nationals, 2017. Their first date 
was on her birthday, and he gave 

her a signed ball from Bryce 
Harper, her favorite player (Harper 
has famously followed Erick to the 
Phillies!). 

Erick’s career path from hockey 
player and coach to an expert on the 
inner workings of the professional 
game, on the field, is really not so 
far-fetched: “I have always loved 
baseball,” he says. “I went to my 
first Red Sox game at Fenway 
when I was five. I’m a passionate 
Red Sox fan. I was star-struck 
when I met Joe Castiglione in the 
press box in 2015.”

Erick leaves this week for three 
weeks straight at the Phillies 
training camp in West Palm Beach, 
Fla. The baseball season has 
started. 

Of his work, Erick says, “I like 
the unsexy part. I like the challenge 
of working far away from the 
bright lights of Major League cities 
where you can dream on players 
and find value on the margins.”

—————
Karl Lindholm, Ph.D., is the 

Emeritus Dean of Advising at 
Middlebury College. Email him at 
lindholm@middlebury.edu.

Sports (Mostly)
KARL 

LINDHOLM

PHILLIES SCOUT ERICK Dalton speaks with students in his 2023 Winter Term class “Coaching and 
Issues in Sports,” which he has taught since 2020, usually in collaboration with retired Middlebury 
hockey coach Bill Beaney. 

Photo by Karl Lindholm

‘Value on the margins’: Phillies scout Erick Dalton

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES SCOUT Erick Dalton with his wife Jenny 
enjoy Game 3 of the 2022 World Series between the Phillies and the 
Houston Astros. Erick grew up in Ripton and Cornwall and attended 
Middlebury schools, including Middlebury College.

Hoops
(Continued from Page 1B)

By ANDY KIRKALDY
HARTFORD — The No. 5 

seeded Middlebury Union High 
School girls’ hockey team scored 
four times in the first period on 
Tuesday and cruised to a 5-2 
victory over host No. 4 Hartford in 
a Division II quarterfinal.

The Tigers advanced to a semifinal 
at a time and place to be announced. 
They will face the winner of a game 
set for Wednesday night between 
host top-seed Woodstock and No. 9 
Stowe. 

If, as likely, Woodstock prevailed, 

the Tigers would probably travel 
to meet the Wasps sometime on 
Saturday, according to MUHS 
Coach PJ Lalonde. MUHS defeated 
Woodstock in Middlebury, 2-1, in 
the regular season. 

The D-II final is set for the 
University of Vermont’s Gutterson 
Fieldhouse on this coming Thursday 
at 6 p.m.

Erin Sears paced the Tigers vs. 
Harwood with four goals, three in 
the first period, and Quinn Doria 
added the fourth Tiger goal in the 
opening period. Kenyon Connors 

racked up three assists, and Lily 
Finn and Hana Doria contributed 
one each. 

Sears pushed the Tiger lead to 
5-0 after two periods before the 
Hurricanes finally broke through to 
score twice in the final 15 minutes.

Hartford had defeated the visiting 
Tigers by 8-4 in the regular season, 
but this time MUHS outshot their 
hosts, 27-20. Tiger goalie Ruby 
Hubbell made 18 saves. Monday’s 
result left both the Tigers and 
Hurricanes with 12-9 records.

  

Girls’ hockey reaches D-II semifinal
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*10th annual Free Brakes for Food*
We are collecting food for Addison County HOPE

and are willing to bribe you!

Free brakes for food*
All you have to do is 

bring a bag of 
12 non-perishable 

food items per axle 
for this fine organization!

Hurry! Hurry! Hurry!

* We start off with a Free Brake Inspection and Free Brake Diagnosis. If you need brakes, 
we provide FREE Premium Brake Pads and $45 off the Labor and Install the Pads with the 

purchase of rotors. No other discounts may be combined with this offer.
We do not pad slap!

Go to Hope-VT.org     Dates: Feb. 6- March 10, 2023
“We are proud of this annual drive that’s contributed over 1,000 pounds of 

food to HOPE each year.” — Steve and Lisa Dupoise

Family 
operated 

since 
1982

33 Seymour Street     Middlebury, VT
802-388-7620  •  www.countytirecenter.com

info@countytirecenter.com
Mon - Fri 8am-5pm     Closed Saturday & Sunday

 Registration is now open for 
Middlebury Youth Lacrosse 

Club’s 2023 season

Girls and boys grades 3-8 
throughout Addison County

New & returning players learn 
the sport of lacrosse from 

experienced coaches in a fun, 
supportive environment

LACROSSE IS BACK!

EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE

Sign up at www.middlax.com  

deduction that MUHS Coach Ethan 
Raymond called questionable. 

It didn’t matter on Saturday. 
Sheldrick pinned his first two 
opponents, and then in the final 
added Wright to his list of victims 
with another pin 1:36 into the 
second period.

The Otters didn’t win any weight 
classes, but racked up nine podium 
finishes to earn their third-place 
finish. Tucker Babcock at 152 
joined Wilcox in earning a second, 
and brothers Caleb Whitney at 138 
and Isaac Whitney at 182 both 
finished third. Caleb Whitney and 
Babcock were honored on Saturday 
for earning 100 career wins. 

Coach Eugene Stearns’s 
Commodores placed seven 
wrestlers on podiums. Issac Preston 
at 182 and Jamison Couture at 195 
each finished second, and Caden 
Howell at 220 was third.

For Coach Alex Peterson’s 
Eagles, Conner Meacham took third 
at 113 pounds. For the Tigers, Carl 
wrestled back to take third at 132.

The full team scores were: 1. 
Mt. Anthony, 219; 2. Colchester, 
157.5; 3. OV, 145; 4. VUHS, 
121; 5. Spaulding, 115; 6. Essex, 
104.5; 7. Mount Mansfield, 86; 
8. Champlain Valley, 76; 9. Fair 
Haven, 71; 10. St. Johnsbury, 70; 
11. Randolph, 66; 12. Springfield, 
59; 13. Mount Abe, 56; 14. MUHS, 
54; 15. Winooski, 20; 16. Mount St. 
Joseph, 12; 17. Lake Region and 
Lyndon, 10; 19. Burr & Burton and 
Harwood, 9; 21. Mill River, 2; 22. 
Green Mountain, 0.

DETAILED RESULTS
The winners in each weight class 

and local finishers’ results were: 
• 113: 1. Cahota Lafond, Colch.; 

3. Meacham, Mt. Abe; 4. Thomas 
Given, OV; 5. Samantha Hallock, 
VUHS. 

Given went 1-1, while Hallock 
was 0-2 in a sparsely populated 
weight class. Hallock also earned 
the tournament’s Sportsmanship 
Award.

• 120: 1. Hemingway, Mount 
Abe; 6. Sperry, MUHS. Sperry, 
the No. 2 seed, finished 1-3 after 
defaulting his final three matches 
due to an injury suffered in the 
semifinal.

• 126: 1. Trey Lee, Fair Haven. 
Also wrestling at 126 were Ethan 
Ross, OV (1-2); Kegan Stone, 
MUHS (0-2); and Logan Stearns, 
VUHS (0-2).

• 132: 1. Brace, VUHS;  2. 
Wilcox, OV; 3. Carl, MUHS. 
Wilcox went 2-1, and Carl finished 
3-1. 

• 138: 1. Elias Kalat, Spaulding; 
3. C. Whitney, OV. 

Whitney, the No. 2 seed, lost an 
epic four-overtime match to Mount 
Anthony No. 3 seed Asa Reis 
when, with the match still tied, he 
was penalized a point at the end of 
the final overtime for throwing his 
headgear.

• 145: 1. Noah Powell, Essex; 5. 
Matt Conant, Mt. Abe. 

Conant, the No. 2 seed, was one 
of several wrestlers upset in the 
semifinal round. He finished with a 
3-2 record after winning his match 
for fifth place. Commodore Jackson 

Paquin went 0-2 in this competitive 
class. 

• 152: 1. Anthony Matas, Essex; 
2. Babcock, OV. Babcock, the 
No. 3 seed, edged No. 2 Jordan 
Lavoie, 2-1, in a nerve-wracking 
semifinal, but Matas controlled the 
final to prevail, 11-1. Eagle Wesley 
Husk went 2-2 at this competitive 
class, and Tiger John Deering and 
Commodore Tiegen Buskey each 
won a match. 

• 160: 1. Jack Arpey, Mount 
Mansfield; 4. Chase Cram, OV; 5. 
Payton Lavoie, VUHS. 

In this class, Cram knocked 
off Lavoie in a quarterfinal 
before falling in a semi. During 
the consolation rounds, Lavoie 
guaranteeing himself a spot on the 
podium with a last-second reversal 
in one 3-2 win and then claimed his 
match for fifth to finish 4-2. Cram 
also won one more match before 
settling for fourth. 

• 170: 1. Aaron Johnson, Mt. 
Anthony; 6. Tyerell Lavoie, VUHS. 
Lavoie had a busy day in the 
consolation rounds and finished 3-3 
to reach the podium. OV’s Derek 
Felkl won once, while Tiger Steven 
Lackard went 0-2.

• 182: 1. Thomas Murphy, CVU. 
2. Preston, VUHS; 3. I. Whitney, 
OV. 

No. 2 seed Preston (2-1) pinned 
No. 3 Whitney in the second period 
of their semifinal, but Murphy 
prevailed in the final, 8-4. Whitney 
(3-1) pinned Brody Coppins of 
CVU in 33 seconds in the duel for 
third place. 

• 195: 1. Josh Martel, Colch., 

2. Couture, VUHS 4-3; 6. Simon 
Martin, OV. 

Martel edged Couture, the top 
seed, 4-3 in the final. Martin won 
twice in finishing sixth. 

• 220: 1. Chris Folsom. Essex; 3. 
Howell, VUHS; 5. Keevon Parks, 
OV. 

Fair Haven’s Colton Delong, 
the No. 3 seed, overcame an early 
deficit to pin Howell, the No. 2 
seed, in their semifinal. Howell 
finished with a 4-1 record including 
consolation round pins over Parks 
and, in the match for third place, 
Mt. Anthony’s Carson Herzfeld. 
Parks went 3-2, including a decision 
in the match for fifth. 

• 285: 1. Sheldrick, MUHS; 
4. Derek Li, OV. Li went 2-2. 
Sheldrick steamrolled the field. 

turned the ball over eight times 
in the period, and that led to the 
8-0 run in which VUHS closed out 
the half. Abram Francis scored six 
of those points, four in transition.

Peoples closed to within 37-36 
midway through a low-scoring 
third period, but a 6-2 VUHS edge 
the rest of the way made it 43-38 
after three. A long no-look, over-
his-head pass from Abram Francis 
to brother Oakley for a fast-break 
bucket highlighted that stretch.

A Brisson three pushed the lead 
to 47-41 at 5:50 of the fourth, and 

Peoples cut it to four one final time 
on a Sawyer Beck drive. But then 
the Commodores voted Peoples 
out of office: The visitors managed 
only one three-pointer against the 
VUHS pressure in the final 5:35. 

At the other end Wyatt Rochon 
grabbed an offensive board and fed 
Xavier DuBlois for a layup. After 
Brisson did the same for Rochon, 
an Oakley Francis putback at 2:00 
made it 53-43. Four more points 
apiece from Duprey (11 points in 
the game) and Oakley Francis iced 
the cake. 

Chandler Follensbee led Peoples 

with 11 points, and Beerworth, 
Beck and Gus Veit added eight 
points apiece.

Carter said he was “really 
impressed with our effort,” but 
particularly on defense.

“We did a really nice job 
pressuring the ball,” Carter said. 
“Guys like Shamus (Rooney) 
and Oakley did a really nice job 
jumping into the passing lanes, 
while our guards were really 
disruptive, Elijah and Xavier, and 
also Abe (Abram Francis) jumping 
the passing lanes.” 

Basketball
(Continued from Page 1B)

COMMODORE ISSAC PRESTON goes for the decisive pin against OV’s Isaac Whitney in their 182-pound 
semifinal at Saturday’s state meet at VUHS. Preston took second, and Whitney third in the weight class.

Photo courtesy of Lisa Brace

Wrestling
(Continued from Page 1B)

EAGLE SENIOR DEVAN Hemingway gains the upper hand in 
the 120-pound final on Saturday. Hemingway claimed his second-
straight Vermont title. 

Photo courtesy of Lisa Brace

OTTER VALLEY WRESTLER Tucker Babcock goes for the pin in one of his 152-pound matches at 
Saturday’s state championship meet at VUHS. Babcock finished second in the weight class. 

Photo courtesy of Lisa Brace

COMMODORE CADEN HOWELL looks to the referee for the pin signal, something he saw in all four of 
his wins in finishing third at 220 pounds at Saturday’s state meet at VUHS. 

Photo courtesy of Lisa Brace
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“Wellness is more than the absence of illness.”
50 Court St • Middlebury, Vt 05753

A Center for 
Independent Health Care Practitioners

SOMAWORK

WELLNESS
CENTER

Charlotte BishopCharlotte Bishop ............................802-247-8106
    Therapeutic Soft & Deep Tissue

JoAnne KenyonJoAnne Kenyon ...............................802-388-0254
Energy Work             https://joanne.abmp.com

Donna Belcher, M.A.Donna Belcher, M.A. ..................... 802-388-3362
    Licensed Psychologist - Master

Nancy TellierNancy Tellier ...................................802-989-8046
 Ortho-Bionomy®
Hyla DickinsonHyla Dickinson...................................... 802-989-2969
 Therapeutic Massage, Lymph Drainage
 Craniosacral & Visceral Manipulation

Georgia Dune CMT, CR, LEGeorgia Dune CMT, CR, LE .................  802-377-2507
 Reflexology, Facials & More, Dunespavt.com

Laurinda Poirier-Solomon, RN, L AcLaurinda Poirier-Solomon, RN, L Ac ..802-238-4659
 Acupuncture & Shiatsu Bodywork
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• The Alexander Technique  
& Breathing Coordination

• Breath, Balance, Mental  
& Physical Wellbeing

• 50 years of teaching this 
work I love

• Private Lessons Available

Regaining Ease 
in Stressful Times

Barbara Kent, Certified ACAT, mAmSAT 
Middlebury Studio
barakent@aol.com  917-797-7823

SomaworkSomaworkss    ••    MiddleburMiddleburyy,,  VT VT 
802-388-3362 802-388-3362 

Contact us for information: 
advertising@addisonindependent.com
or call 802-388-4944

Practitioner of the WeekPractitioner of the Week
Georgia Dune is 
a Certified Massage 
Therapist (18 yrs), 
Reflexologist (15 
yrs) and Licensed 
Esthetician (4 yrs). 
She specializes in 
Reflexology-based 
foot massage and 
provides an eclectic 
menu of professional 
bodywork and skin 
care services by 
appointment. All 
of her work has an 
emphasis on pain 
relief, self-care, body positivity; wellness 
inside and out. 
  
Georgia’s holistic wellness practice, 
DuneSpa is located in Somawork Wellness 
Center at 50 Court Street in Middlebury. 
 
Visit Dunespavt.com for more information 

and to see her full menu of services. 
 Georgiadune@gmail.com

802-377-2507

Georgia Dune,
Certified Massage 

Therapist, Reflexologist   
& Esthetician

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Girls’ Hockey
D-II Playoffs
Semifinal

#5 Midd vs TBD ................................... TBA
3/9 Final at UVM .................................6 PM

Boys’ Basketball
D-II Playoffs

3/3 Mt. Abe at #2 Fair Haven 7 PM
D-III Playoffs

3/3 #6 VUHS vs. TBD  7 PM
COLLEGE SPORTS
Women’s Hockey

NESCAC Final Four at Amherst
3/4 #4 Midd vs #1 Amherst .................1 PM
3/4 #3 Colby vs #2 Hamilton ...............4 PM
3/5 Final ..............................................2 PM

Men’s Basketball
NCAA D-III Tournament

Regional at Midd
3/3 Midd vs Worcester State .........6:10 PM
3/4 Rochester vs Nichols ...............3:40 PM
Final ...............................................6:10 PM

Baseball
3/4 Midd vs Millsaps (AL)  ................ 11 AM
3/4 Midd vs Huntingdon (AL) ..............6 PM
3/5 Midd vs Hampden-Sydney (AL) Noon
3/11 Midd at Swarthmore  (2) ......... Noon
3/12 Midd at Bard   ........................11 AM

Women’s Lacrosse
3/4 Midd at Bowdoin ....................... Noon  
3/5 Babson at Midd  ........................ 1 PM
3/11 Connecticut at Midd ...............  Noon 

Men’s Lacrosse
3/4 Bowdoin at Midd  ...................... 1 PM
3/11 Midd at Connecticut ................... Noon

ScheduleSchedule

ADDISON COUNTY — The 
Mount Abraham and Vergennes high 
school girls’ basketball teams each 
won first-round playoff games on 
Feb. 22, but both were eliminated 
in Saturday quarterfinals, ending the 
local girls’ basketball season.

Middlebury was ousted in first-
round Division II action on Feb. 
22; Otter Valley had lost earlier last 
week in a play-in game. 
EAGLES

This past Wednesday, the 
defending champion Eagles, seeded 
No. 6, ousted No. 11 Hartford, 65-34. 
Mount Abe stormed the Hurricanes 
with a 27-6 first period and coasted 
to the victory. 

Leading the Eagles were senior 
Maia Jensen, with 18 points, six 
assists and eight steals; Mackenzie 
Griner, with 16 points and six 
rebounds; senior Madi Gile, with 13 
points and four assists; and Morgan 
Barnard, with five rebounds. 
Charlotte Jasmin scored 15 for 
Hartford (10-11).

The Eagles moved onto Saturday 
and a rematch of the 2022 D-II final. 

Spaulding took an 11-point halftime 
lead on the way to avenging their 
regular-season loss to the Eagles 
with a 62-43 victory. 

The Tide’s Yvonne Roberge (16 
points, nine rebounds, six assists), 
Sage MacAuley (12 points, eight 
assists) and Aliyah Elliot (11 points, 
12 rebounds) filled up the stat sheet 
as their team improved to 18-4.

Griner and Jensen each scored 
13 points, and Gile added nine for 
Mount Abe, which finished at 12-10 
after a 2-4 start.
COMMODORES

On Wednesday in D-III, the No. 8 
Commodores celebrated their final 
home game of the season by rolling 
past No. 9 Green Mountain Union, 
63-31. Ninth-grader Ashtin Stearns 
sparked the big win with six first-half 
three-pointer and finished with 28 
points. 

Seniors Finnley Jacobson and 

Kyra Bradford added 12 and 
eight points, respectively, as VUHS 
improved to 6-15 and snapped a 
long losing skid that included close 
setbacks against the Commodores’ 
tough Lake Division schedule. Colie 
Roby led GMUHS (7-14) with 11 
points.

On Saturday, the Commodores 
gave heavily favored top seed 
Windsor (19-2) a battle in a 46-36 
setback. The work of Yellowjackets 
Sophia Rockwood (16 points, six 
rebounds) and Sydney Perry (15 
points, 18 rebounds) made the 
difference. 

Bradford scored 15 points, and 
Jacobson tossed in 10 in their last 
appearances for the Commodore 
hoop team.
TIGERS

Also last Wednesday, D-II 
Spaulding cruised past No. 14 
Middlebury 62-29. McCauley’s 
14 points led three Tide players 
in double figures, and Roberge 
contributed nine points, 10 assists 
and steals.

Senior Ele Sellers concluded her 
MUHS career by leading the 6-13 
Tigers with 16 points.

 

Eagle, Commodore girls’ hoop teams 
win playoff games before bowing out

THE FOUR SCORING members of the MUHS girls’ Nordic ski team hug after concluding their dominant 
performance in the relay and claiming their second straight D-II title. Pictured, clockwise from left, are Lia 
Robinson, Ava Schneider, Mary Harrington and Beth McIntosh. 

Independent photo/Steve James
TIGER HAAKON OLSEN tags teammate Eliot Schneider at the final exchange in the classic team relay 

race in the Div. II championship competition at Rikert on Tuesday. MUHS won the race and the team title.
Independent photo/Steve James

for which he gave credit to strong 
leadership.

“The team was also very 
social,” he said. “We have two 
fantastic captains — (senior) 
Ari Graham-Gurland and Eliot 
Schneider —  and they have 
done a great job helping to 
create a welcoming and positive 
atmosphere with everyone on the 
team supporting each other.”

Certainly the results speak 
for themselves as the Tiger girls 
claimed their second straight 
title and the boys their first since 
2018.

The girls’ team scores were 1. 
MUHS, 51; 2. Montpelier, 121; 3. 
U-32, 138; 4. Woodstock, 228; 5. 
Harwood, 301; 6. Lamoille, 366; 
7. BFA-Fairfax, 425; 8. Lyndon, 
560.

The boys’ team scores were 1. 
MUHS, 76; 2. Montpelier, 115; 
3. Woodstock, 146; 4. U-32, 240; 
5. Stowe, 380; 6. Lamoille, 402; 
7. BFA-Fairfax, 436; 8. Burr & 
Burton, 452; 9. Peoples, 512.
FEB. 22 FREESTYLE

In Feb. 22 freestyle racing at 
the Craftsbury Outdoor Center, 
the Tiger girls placed all four 
scoring skiers in the top 10 of 
the individual 3-kilometer race 

and won the relay to take a 
commanding 25-56 lead over 
second-place Montpelier. 

The MUHS boys placed their 
four scorers in the top 13 and 
prevailed in the relay to take a 
17-point lead, 41-58, over second-
place Woodstock after one day of 
racing, with Montpelier (62) at 
that point in third. 

McIntosh led the girls’ team 
with a first-place finish in a time 
that was 20 seconds better than 
the runner-up in D-II and about 
26 seconds faster than the D-I 
winner.

The top Tiger finishers in the 
girls’ race were: 1. McIntosh, 
13:32.9; 4. A. Schneider, 14:01.8; 
5. M. Harrington, 14:06.7; 9. 
Robinson, 15:20.5.

Those four teamed up to 
win the relay in 28:42.8, with 
Montpelier (31:25.2) in second 
and U-32 (31:45.2) in third.   

Baxter Harrington led the Tiger 
boys by taking third. The Tiger 
finishers in the boys’ race were: 
3. B. Harrington, 12:07.7; 9. E. 
Schneider, 12:51.3; 10. Citarella, 
13:14; 13. Bosworth, 13:29.8. 

Schneider, Bosworth, Citarella 
and Harrington teamed up to win 
the relay in 25:49.5, followed by 
Woodstock (26:27.4) in second 

and Montpelier (26:47) in third.
RIKERT RESULTS

On Tuesday, both Tiger teams 
continued to dominate on their 
home course in classic-style 
skiing.  

The girls placed their top four 
skiers in the top nine overall 
again and won the relay over 
runner-up Montpelier by about 
two minutes. 

U-32’s Clare Serrano won the 
girls’ classic individual crown in 
17:10.3, edging Ava Schneider 
by about nine seconds, with 
McIntosh in third. But Eliot 
Schneider and Baxter Harrington 
went 1-2 to spark the Tiger boys.

The Tiger girls’ results were, 
with the top four scoring: 2. A. 
Schneider, 17:19.7; 3. McIntosh, 
17:32.6; 5. M. Harrington, 
17:34.8; 9. Robinson, 19:06; 18. 
Lila Cook Yoder, 10:35.1; 25. 
Naomi Brightman, 25.15.4; 26. 
Graham-Gurland, 22:15.4; 44. 
Dahlia Harrison-Irwin, 23:46.4. 

The Tiger boys’ individual 
results were: 1. E. Schneider, 
14:30.8; 2. B. Harrington, 
14:39.2; 13. Bosworth, 16:35.1; 
17. Olsen, 16:59.3; 19. Baker 
Nelson, 17:02.9; 23. Ben Seaton, 
17:06; 28. Aaron Carr-Perlow, 
17:14.65; 30. Matthew Berg.

Also competing as individuals 
were, from Mount Abe: 6. 
Lorenzo Atocha, 15:28.2; and 31. 
Abel Atocha, 17.27.7; and, from 
Otter Valley, 62. Luke Calvin, 
19:51.9; 71. Baker LaRock, 
21:51.7; and 72. Dillon Ladd, 
22:19.2.

In the relay, Bosworth, 
Harrington, Olsen and Schneider 
cruised to the win in 29:10.6 
despite Schneider injuring his 
shoulder during the anchor leg. 
Montpelier (29:44) was second, 
and Woodstock (29:49.6) took 
third. 

Skiing 
(Continued from Page 1B)

AVA SCHNEIDER CELEBRATES at the finish line as she completes 
the anchor leg for the Tiger girls’ winning relay team at Rikert Outdoor 
Center on Tuesday, sealing the team’s overall victory.

Independent photo/Steve James

Upcoming Events

Memorial Sports Center
296 Buttolph Drive • Middlebury, VT

802-388-1238
info@memorialsportscenter.org
MemorialSportsCenter.org

Skate Sharpening 
available during

all events.

Thursday, March 2:
9:00 - 11:00 AM - Public Skating

Saturday, March 4:
2:30 - 4:30 PM - Public Skating

Monday, March 6:
3:30 - 5:00 PM - Stick & Puck 

Tuesday, March 7:
9:00 - 11:00 AM - Public Skating

3:30 - 5:00 PM - Stick & Puck 
Thursday, March 9:

9:00 - 11:00 AM - Public Skating
3:30 - 4:45 PM - Stick & Puck 

Friday, March 10:
3:30 - 5:00 PM - Stick & Puck 

Monday, March 13:
3:30 - 5:00 PM - Stick & Puck 

Monday, March 14:
9:00 - 11:00 AM - Public Skating

3:30 - 5:00 PM - Stick & Puck

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
Open

7 days

www.MiddleburyAgway.com

     388 Exchange Street

        802-388-4937
Mon. - Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4

IN STOCK:
Botanical Interests, 

Cornucopia, 
High Mowing, 

Livingston, Renée’s 
Garden, Seedway

Seed-starting 
soils, supplies and 
more are ready 
for purchase!

Town Meeting 
Day means it’s 

time to start 
your seeds!

,,
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Reader Comments

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

Quotes are taken from reader comments submitted with subscription renewals.

“We love getting the Addy Indy! And look forward to 
reading it online when mail is not always on time.”

Here’s what one reader has to say about us!

A subscriber from Hinesburg writes:

LAKE PLACID, N.Y. — The 
Middlebury College ski team 
finished fourth at the Eastern 
championship on Feb. 24 and 25 
with 688 points. Vermont won 
the event with 970 points, while 
Dartmouth was second (891) and 
New Hampshire finished third 
(731). The event also served as 
the St. Lawrence Carnival and was 
held in Lake Placid.

In Alpine competition on Feb. 
24, Ali Nullmeyer led the Panther 
women by taking sixth place in the 
giant slalom with a two-run time 
of 2:13.69. Sofia Yubero skied to 
ninth place in 2:15.29, and Mika-
Anne Reha was 19th (2:16.22). 

On the men’s side, Axel Bailey 
led the way in 12th in 2:08.73. 
In 17th was Michel Macedo in 
2:09.67, and Sebastian Segre was 
20th (2:09.87). 

For the Nordic team, the 
men’s squad placed third in the 
10-kilometer freestyle. Pacing the 
group was Logan Moore in eighth 
in 25:49.8. Willson Moore took 
11th (26:08.8), while Sam Hodges 
rounded out the scorers in 19th 
(26:39.9).

The Panther women finished 
fourth in the 5K freestyle, led by 
Shea Brams in 11th in 14:54.9. 
Also scoring were Charlotte 

Ogden, 19th in 15:15.7, and 
Quincy Massey-Bierman, 21st in 
15:22.3.

On Saturday, the Panther men 
finished third in the 20K classic. 
Logan Moore paced the squad 
with a fifth-place finish in 55:09.2. 
The next three Middlebury racers 
finished within a second of each 
other: Jack Christner clocked 
55:39.1 for ninth place, and 
Willson Moore (10th) and Hodges 
(11th) each finished in 55:39.7. 

In the women’s 20K classic, the 
Panthers finished fourth as Ogden 
took seventh in 1:03:57.8; Brams 
placed 13th (1:04:42.4), while 
Massey-Bierman rounded out the 
scorers in 19th (1:07:23.8). 

On the slopes on Saturday, the 
Panther women finished third 
in the slalom, led by Yubero in 
seventh with a two-run time of 
1:55.77. Reha was ninth (1:55.9), 
and Alexandra Cossette finished 
16th (1:57.23).

Macedo was 15th in 1:50.50 
to lead the men’s team to a fifth-
place slalom showing. Bailey 
placed 20th (1:51.05), while Segre 
(1:51.78) was 26th.

A number of Panthers will take 
part in the NCAA championships 
from March 8 to 11 back in Lake 
Placid.

Panther skiing 4th in East

MIDDLEBURY — Visiting 
No. 10 seed Burr & Burton ousted 
the host No. 7 Middlebury Union 
High School boys’ hockey team 
from the Division II playoffs on 
Saturday, 3-2. The Tigers end their 
season with a 9-9-2 record after 
a 2-4-1 start, and the Bulldogs 
moved into the D-II quarterfinals 
with an 8-9-3 mark. The teams had 
skated to a 2-2 tie in Manchester in 
the regular season.

On Saturday, each team 
scored once in the first period. 
Landon Kean, assisted by Henry 

Hunsdorfer and Kellan Bartlett, 
netted the Tiger goal, and Bodie 
Smith, from Jake Murnaghan, 
found the net for BBA.

Gavin McNulty put the Tigers 
on the board in the second with an 
unassisted strike, but the Bulldogs 
got a goal from Jack McCoy and 
the eventual game-winner from 
Brownlee, who also assisted 
McCoy. 

Tiger goalie Devon Cyr made 16 
saves, and Michael Hornby made 
21 saves for BBA.  

Boys’ hockey eliminated

By ANDY KIRKALDY
MIDDLEBURY — On a 

milestone afternoon for the 
Middlebury College women’s 
hockey program, the defending 
NESCAC and NCAA Division III 
champions on this past Saturday 
breezed past visiting Connecticut, 
4-0, in a NESCAC quarterfinal. 

The 16-6-3 Panthers, who 
claimed the program’s — and 
Coach Bill Mandigo’s — 700th 
victory by defeating the Camels, 
will set the sights on the NESCAC 
title this weekend at the league’s 
final four, which will be hosted by 
top-seeded Amherst (22-3). 

The Panthers will take on the 
Mammoths at 1 p.m. on Saturday, 
and second-seed Hamilton (19-4-
2) will meet No. 3 Colby (17-6) 
at 4 p.m. Saturday’s winners will 
square off on Sunday for the league 
title and the automatic NCAA bid 
that goes with it. The other teams 
can hope for an invitation; usually, 
but not always, NESCAC also gets 
an at-large bid. 

The Panthers lost twice by 
4-2 at Amherst early this season, 
picked up two one-goal wins at 
Colby midseason and concluded 
the regular season by splitting two 
close games at Hamilton.

But before they could think about 
facing those teams the Panthers 
had to get past the Camels, who 
had tied and defeated them in New 
London, Conn., this winter. 

Middlebury did so by scoring 
twice in the first period to take 
charge and getting goals from 
four players, and with sophomore 
goalie Sophia Merageas making 22 
saves and senior co-captain Jenna 
Letterie racking up three assists to 
reach 102 points in her career. 

Letterie afterward said she was 
happy about cresting the 100-point 
plateau, but spoke mostly about the 
team and the first-period goals. 

“Getting that first goal for us 
was huge as a team, just to get our 
momentum rolling,” Letterie said. 
“We had a goal to get two goals 
in the first period, and we actually 
achieved that goal, which was 
awesome.”

Coach Bill Mandigo said 
Middlebury played at its highest 
level on Saturday.

“This and the Norwich game 
were probably the best we’ve 

played,” Mandigo said. “The effort 
was there, and the things we talked 
about and practiced all week, I 
thought they did a real good job of 
trying to do those things.”

Specifically, Mandigo said the 
Panthers were aggressive both 
offensively and defensively.

“(We were) getting the puck to 
the net and then getting to the net,” 
he said. “And then defensively, 
when you don’t have the puck 
you’re on defense, right? So 
whether it’s the forecheck or 
neutral zone, when you don’t have 
the puck you’re playing defense. 
So it’s always get your stick on 
the puck … We really emphasized 
that this week, and they did a really 
good job of that.”

Even though the Panthers 
outshot the Camels, 11-3, in the 
first period, Connecticut had the 
first golden chance. About 9:19 
nine minutes in, Claire Sammons’s 
wraparound effort bounced away 
off the post.

Middlebury broke through with 
4:29 left in the period, when Cece 
Ziegler’s blast from at the blue line 
found the top corner. Sabrina Kim 
got the first assist, and Letterie the 
second. 

Maddie Bayard made it 2-0 with 
a power-play strike with just over 
a minute left in the period. Camel 
goalie Abby Wieczorek stopped 
Claudia Vira’s shot from the point, 
but Bayard was at the right post to 

tap in the loose puck.
The Camels had a power play 

early in the second period and 
nearly got one back when a blocked 
shot fell to Caroline O’Keefe, but 
her shot from close range hit the 
outside of the right post.

The Panthers took a 3-0 lead with 
13:08 to go in the period. Molly 
Macqueen found room in the slot 
to one-time a Letterie centering 
pass into the lower left corner.  

Merageas came up big at 10:46 
to deny a Melanie Conca wrist shot 
from the right circle on a three-on-
one Camel break. 

Middlebury scored its fourth 
goal with 3:53 gone in the final 
period. Avery McInerny redirected 
a shot by Britt Nawrocki into the 
bottom left corner.

The Camels pressed hard over the 
next three minutes, but Merageas 
made five saves during the span to 
hold off the surge. At the other end 
Wieczorek finished with 25 saves 
for the 12-12-1 Camels.

Looking ahead, Letterie said the 
Panthers would need to keep “the 
positive energy going” and play 
with confidence and unity. Unlike 
during last year’s undefeated 
championship season, she added 
they could take an underdog 
mentality into the weekend. 

“It’s kind of cool going in with 
less pressure on us,” Letterie said. 
“We’re just going out there trying 
to have fun and make it to the next 

game.”
Mandigo agreed with Letterie the 

expectations are a little different, 
as for only the second time since 
2011 the Panthers are not the top 
seed in the NESCAC tournament. 
But he likes the team’s chances. 

“Sometimes we play better 
on other people’s ice,” he said. 
“We’ve got another week together, 
and we’ll see what happens.”

Mandigo added the team made 
sure Letterie got the puck that went 

in the net for her 100th point, and 
also spoke about the program’s 
700-win accomplishment. A 
number of students held up “100” 
and “700” signs to honor the twin 
milestones, and there was also one 
“MandiGOAT” offering in a crowd 
conservatively estimated at around 
400. 

“It’s kind of cool,” Mandigo 
said. “That’s pretty good. A real lot 
of good players.” 

Middlebury women’s hockey playoff win is program’s 700th

By ANDY KIRKALDY
MIDDLEBURY — In 2022, 

the Mount Abraham Union High 
School boys’ basketball team hosted 
its first postseason game since 2008 
and won its first playoff game since 
2009. 

In 2023, the Eagles by the end 
of last week had already duplicated 
one of those feats, clinching a home 
Division II playoff date with a 53-
50 victory on Thursday, Feb. 23, at 
Middlebury.

The Eagles shrugged off a third 
quarter during which they saw a 
10-point halftime lead turn into a 
four-point deficit, and then rallied 
past the host Tigers in the fourth 
period.

Mount Abe (12-8) on Monday 
was seeded No. 7 and was set to 
host No. 10 Lyndon on Tuesday. The 
Tigers were seeded No. 9 and were 
headed to No. 9 Harwood; see boys’ 
basketball wrap-up story for results 
and details. 

The Feb. 23 game was important 
for both teams: The Tigers would 
have earned the No. 8 seed if they 
had come out on top. 

Instead, Eagle Coach Martin 
Clark could say afterward he was 
pleased both with a home playoff 
game for the second straight season 
and his team’s determination at 
MUHS.

Clark spoke about his program’s 
upward trajectory and about the big 
picture for Mount Abe basketball. 

“It’s a great thing. We’ve got a lot 
of kids interested in both the boys’ 
and girls’ programs, and that’s a 
rarity these days,” he said. “We’re 
really happy.”

The biggest problem that Thursday 
for Coach Chris Altemose’s Tigers 

were two offensive droughts. They 
went scoreless during the game’s 
first four minutes and for about 6:40 
of the fourth quarter, during which a 
42-37 lead turned into a 49-42 deficit 
before a late rally fell just short. 

“We’ve had those stretches all 
season long. It’s been a challenge, 
the consistency piece,” Altemose 
said. “Our confidence seems to ebb 
and flow.”

The Eagles 
took a 9-0 lead 
with seniors 
D o m e n i c 
D i N a p o l i 
and Chance 
Denecker and 
junior Ian 
Funke doing the 
damage. The 
Tigers closed 
the gap to 17-13 
after one period, 
with seniors 
Willem Berry 
and Graham Mattrick combining for 
11 points.

The Tigers struggled on offense in 
the second period, in which senior 
Jack Trudeau scored four of their 
six points. The Eagles also slowed 
down, but DiNapoli and Funke did 
enough to keep their team afloat 
before a late putback by senior 
Gavin Bannister set the score at 29-
19 at the half.

The Tigers ramped up their man-
to-man defense in the third period 
and the Eagles struggled to get good 
shots. Meanwhile, all five Tiger 
starters scored — including a rare 
three-pointer by center Penn Riney 
— as they knotted the score at 32-32 
on a Riney post move at 3:30. 

The Tigers then closed the period 

on an 8-4 run, a three by Berry 
and five points from junior Noah 
Doherty-Konczal. Bannister scored 
four points in the period for the 
Eagles, and a late putback by senior 
Brenden Oxford made it 40-36 after 
three periods.

A Mattrick layup off a steal made 
it a six-point Tiger lead to open the 
fourth quarter, but they wouldn’t 
score again until a Berry jumper 

with one minute 
to go. 

W h a t 
changed? Clark 
said the Eagles 
hadn’t kept 
their offensive 
c o m p o s u r e 
in the third 
period, and he 
asked them to 
apply full-court 
pressure in the 
fourth. 

“We decided 
to go with a full-court press, and that 
changed our energy,” Clark said. “It 
seemed to work.”

As the Tigers lost their edge on 
offense, the Eagles turned three 
turnovers into transition buckets — 
two by DiNapoli, one a three-point 
play, and one by Denecker. 

At the other end, Funke and 
Bannister blocked shots while the 
Eagles added points: Denecker on 
the break, a drive by sophomore 
Hayden Lutz and two Funke free 
throws at 1:17 to make it 49-42. 

A Berry jumper broke the ice for 
MUHS at 1:00, and senior Cole 
Ashelin hit a three at 0:40 to make 
it 49-47. Bannister then missed a 
free throw at 0:26, but Eagle senior 
Norm Benoit rebounded, and his 

free throw a second later made it 
50-47. 

Benoit then rebounded a missed 
Tiger three and hit two free throws 
at 0:15.3. Trudeau drained a three 
for the Tigers at 0:08 to make 52-50, 
and the Tigers sent Benoit back to 
the line at 0:5.2. He hit the first and 
missed the second, but the Tigers 
couldn’t launch a potentially tying 
three as time expired.

Berry led MUHS with 14 points, 
followed by Mattrick (10), and 
Trudeau and Riney (nine apiece). 

Altemose said he told the Tigers 
he was proud of their effort.

“We showed resilience. We 
showed togetherness,” he said.  

DiNapoli (16 points), Funke 
(nine), Bannister (eight) and 
Denecker (seven) led the Eagles.

Clark said both teams deserved 
credit.

“They came out (in the third 
quarter) and hit shots, and we had 
a couple of bad possessions, and 
they were right back in the game,” 
he said. “So I’m really proud of our 
guys for fighting back and taking 
control again and closing the game 
out.”

 

In back-and-forth game, Eagle boys’ basketball 
defeats Tigers to net home D-II playoff berth

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
Open

7 days

www.MiddleburyAgway.com

     388 Exchange Street

        802-388-4937
Mon. - Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4

ORDER BABY 
CHICKS!

now thru 3/31 and 
pick up 4/19-4/20.

Laying Hens: Barred Rocks, Black 
Australorp, Black Jersey Giant, 

Rhode Island Red, Americana, Buff 
Orpington, Buff Brahma, Mystic 

Onyx, Silver Laced Wyandotte, Blue 
Andalusian, Lavender Orpington, 

Sapphire Gem

Meat Birds: Cornish Cross Broilers

Turkeys: White, Bronze

Ducks: Pekin, Black Swedish, 
Cayuga, Mallard, White Crested

Order forms available at 
www.MiddleburyAgway.com 

STARTING SUPPLIES Plus

Brooders, bulbs, waterers, 
feeders and more!

“Getting that first 
goal for us was 
huge as a team, 
just to get our 
momentum rolling.”

— Jenna Letterie

“We decided to go 
with a full-court 
press in the fourth 
quarter, and that 
changed our energy. 
It seemed to work.”

— Coach Martin Clark

BILL MANDIGO
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MIDDLEBURY AQUATIC CLUB racers who have qualified for championship post-season meets around New England take a breather at 
the Middlebury College pool. Shown from left are, front row: Brantley Cooke, Felix Poduschnick, Porter Mackey, Mabelle Fidalgo, Lydia 
Bearor, Sadie Chance, and Selma Citarella (not pictured: Scarlett Giroux); and back row: Coach Emily Fox, Coach Mike Delaney, Coach Terry 
Luongo, Coach Bella Barragate, Coach Mads Hiller, Aidan Chance (not pictured: Coach Jack Undercofler, Coach Matt Hensel, Coach Beatrix 
Lavigueur and Coach Coulter Morrill)

Swimmers compete at championship meets
LINCOLN — Town Meeting 

will be on Monday, March 6, at 6 
p.m., at Burnham Hall. Bring the 
town report with you so you can 
follow along with the discussion. 
If you did not receive a copy, 
please contact the town office 
before Monday to get one. Polls 
will be open on Tuesday, March 7, 
at Burnham Hall from 7 a.m. to 7 
p.m. for the town meeting election. 
You can vote early at the town 
office or pick up your ballot to take 
home with you. Someone else may 
not pick up a ballot for you. If you 
are ill or unable to get out, please 
request a mailed ballot, or a Justice 
of the Peace can bring a ballot to 
you. All voted absentee ballots 
must be received by 7 p.m. at the 
close of polls on March 7 in order 

to be counted.
FROM THE TOWN

Mud season has begun and dirt 
roads are now posted. Individual 
trips by heavyweight vehicles may 
be permitted by Town Highway 
Supervisor Dave Cavoretto if he 
determines that weather conditions 
are such that the proposed trip will 
not unduly damage the road(s) or 
bridge(s) being used.
REMINDERS

The United Church of Lincoln 
is hosting a paint, movie and 
pizza night on Friday, March 10, 
from 4:30 to 6 p.m. The Bristol 
Animal Hospital will offer a rabies 
vaccination clinic at the Lincoln 
Town Office on Saturday, March 
11. The clinic will be from 10 to 
11a.m.

MONKTON — From the desk 
of Deborah Chamberlain for 
Russell Memorial Library:
CARDS AND COFFEE

Did you know? On Tuesday, 
March 7, we will host our first 
“Cards and Coffee” event from 
2 to 4 p.m. Drop in to play a 
few hands, sip on some great 

coffee and chat with a friend. The 
program will be ongoing for all of 
the month of March and possibly 
beyond if folks choose to attend. 
Local Monkton coffee company 
Ridge Roasters have donated 
some of their organic, fair trade, 
and bird-friendly coffee to us, so 
swing on over for a cup.

STORY HOUR IS BACK!
A new Story Hour program will 

begin in May. On the second and 
fourth Saturday of each month, we 
will host a story hour from 10 to11 
a.m. for children of all ages. The 
program will feature stories, songs, 
and a simple craft. The first programs 
will be on May 13 and 27. We hope 

you’ll come and join the fun.
STITCH ‘N SPIN

Do you knit, crochet, embroider, 
spin, or do handwork? We enjoy 
the company of other fiber crafters 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on the third 
Sunday of the month along with hot 
beverages and conversation. Come 
on down and hang out with us.

SHOREHAM — The 2023 
Addison County 4-H Horse Quiz 
Bowl was held Feb. 18 at the 
Shoreham Elementary School 
in Shoreham. Thirteen youths 
participated in the event.

The horse quiz bowl is a timed 
buzzer contest, arranged by age 
groups, where 4-H’ers test their horse 
knowledge by answering questions 
about breeds, colors, feeds and 
nutrition, anatomy and other equine-
related topics. Once a question is 
asked, they have 30 seconds to buzz 
in and respond correctly.

The two younger groups took part 
in two rounds of 20 questions while 
the older competitors, ages 13-18, 
had three rounds of 20 questions. 
Bonus questions were used to break 
ties.

In the 8- and 9-year-olds division, 
Nora Bergevin, Shoreham, came in 
first and Aliyah Bradford, Addison, 
second. Participating just for fun 
in this division were three 4-H 
Cloverbuds (ages 5-7) Paisley Dwy, 
Bridport; Hunter Grant, Addison; 
and Mya Sturtevant, New Haven.

Four 4-H’ers competed in the 
10- to 12-year-olds division. They 
were Alexis Freegard, Bristol (first); 
Iris Bassett, New Haven (second); 

Sophia Welch, Bridport (third); and 
Naria Audet, Orwell (fourth).

Bella Shimel, Bridport, captured 
first place in the 13-year-olds 
and older division. Coming in 
second was Hannah Gendreau, 
followed by Randy Cameron, both 
from Shoreham. Caitlin Gillett, 
Weybridge, took fourth.

Shoreham 4-H’er Shyanne Wedge 
served as a scorekeeper for the 
event. Because she was a member of 
the Vermont 4-H Horse Quiz Bowl 
team last year, she was ineligible to 
compete in the county quiz bowl but 
volunteered to assist with the event.

Adult volunteers included Kathy 
and Cassie Kennett, Vergennes, who 
prepared the questions for the buzzer 
rounds, and 4-H club leaders Melanie 
Harrison, Bridport; Kristy Wedge, 
Shoreham; and Anna Willenbaker, 
Addison; who served as moderators 
for the contest.

Addison County 4-H sponsored 
the quiz bowl, which was organized 
by Martha Seifert, county 4-H 
educator. To learn more about the 
4-H horse project and other county 
horse events, contact her at (802) 
388-4969, ext. 355, or martha.
seifert@uvm.edu.

County kids score at
4-H Horse Quiz Bowl

NEWS
Lincoln Have a news tip? Call Dawn 

Mikkelsen at 453-7029

NEWS

Monkton Have a news tip?
Call Liz Pecor at 802-453-2180

MIDDLEBURY — Several 
Addison County swimmers are 
representing the Middlebury 
Aquatic Club at championship 
swim meets around New England. 
Below are the individual swimmers 

who qualified.
Representing the club at the 

10 and Under Championships at 
University of Rhode Island on Feb. 
17-19 were 7-year-old Mabelle 
Fidalgo, and 8-year-olds Lydia 

Bearer, Brantley Cooke, Scarlett 
Giroux, Porter Mackey and Felix 
Poduschnick.

Qualified for the 11-14 
Championships at Boston Sports 
Institute on March 2-5 are 12-year-

olds Sadie Chance and Selma 
Citarella. And 17-year-old Aidan 
Chance qualified to race at the 
15-18 Championships at Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute on March 
10-12.

Vergennes Union High SchoolMiddlebury Union High School
Miranda Brouillard is Vergennes Union High School’s latest Student 

of the Week. Miranda lives in Vergennes with her mother, her mother’s 
boyfriend, and their much-loved dog Ollie.

Miranda balances her times between a busy school schedule and work. 
She says her favorite classes at VUHS have been German, Sculpture and 
Environmental Science. She has highly valued her teachers, particularly 
Mr. Kepes, Mr. Steen and Ms. Guinanne, who have been very supportive 
of her and always ready to help her when she asks it of them. She has also 
been involved in student government while at VUHS, the first two years 
as a background member, and finally this year as senior class treasurer.

Most days after school and on weekends Miranda works as a cashier/
stocker. She says she started the job about nine months ago.

“I don’t love the actual job itself, as in I could never be a cashier for the 
rest of my life, but I love my coworkers, and especially my boss,” she says. 

Between school and work Miranda doesn’t have a great deal of spare 
time, but when she does, she likes to spend it with her friends and family. 
If she can manage it, she loves to do anything related to art — drawing, 
painting, crocheting, etc.

If she is accepted to her top choice school, she will be traveling out of state for college. If that doesn’t pan out, she 
plans on staying closer to home and working while she attends school. The Vergennes community wishes Miranda 
the best of luck both in her remaining months at VUHS and wherever she goes in future.

Arianna Graham-Gurland
MUHS

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK FROM AREA HIGH SCHOOLSSTUDENTS OF THE WEEK FROM AREA HIGH SCHOOLS

Arianna Graham-Gurland Miranda Brouillard

64 Jackman Drive  •  Bristol 
802.453.2381  •  JackmansInc.com

Way to go, 

Telecommunications Sales and Service
Data Cabling & Fiber Optic Solutions

802-388-8999
Middlebury

CONGRATULATIONS
STUDENTS!

27 Main Street, Vergennes

Keep your Eye
on your

future goals!
Mon 8-4 • Tues–Fri 8-5• Business Law  •  Wills, Trusts and Estates

• Government Contracting  •  Elder Law
• Property and Tenancy Issues

Congratulations
Students!

A� ordable & client-focused legal services

802-489-5099 or law@jlgi.com 
28 North Street - Bristol Village

 JOHNSON LAW GROUP JOHNSON LAW GROUP Congratulations

802-388-1338
99 Court St., Middlebury, VT14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDD., VT

802-388-3371

Stop by to 
grab your 
free gift!

Congratulations!
Keep up the great work,

877-3118
Vergennes, VT

Jackman Fuels, Inc.
Serving the Champlain

Valley since 1945

205 Main Street, Vergennes
877-2661 • jackmanfuels.com

Congratulations!!

Students of the Week from all area high schools 
will receive a gift from Otter Creek Bakery. 

Students of the Week are chosen by school teachers and administration.

Best of Luck to All Addison County Students!

If you are interested in advertising in Student of the Week contact advertising@addisonindependent.com

Arianna (Ari) Graham-Gurland, daughter of Suzanne Gurland and Amy 
Graham of Middlebury, is Middlebury Union High School’s Student of 
the Week. Her younger brother, Berkeley, is in 9th grade at MUHS. Ari’s 
inclusive and positive attitude, combined with her warm personality, has 
earned her the respect of faculty, staff and students at MUHS.  

As she reflects on her experiences at MUHS, she feels that the IB 
program has prepared her well for college. She plans on studying at a small, 
four-year liberal arts college in the Northeast, where she can pursue her 
interests in languages, English and international affairs. She had positive 
news from three institutions and has received merit scholarships based on 
her academic achievement at MUHS. She is waiting to hear from a few 
more.

She appreciates the academics and sense of community in “Tiger Town.” 
Ari loves English and says that Ms. Stoddert has really helped her focus on 
developing her own writing style. Another favorite subject is Global Politics 
with Ms. Slater, with whom she has spent time in deep discussion about 
a wide range of topics. She also thanks Mr. Slater for helping build her 
confidence when she took his classes in design. 

Ari has spent numerous summers at Cheley Colorado Camps in Estes 
Park, where she has pursued her love of hiking, backpacking and mountain 
biking. Last summer she was a counselor in training, and she will return in a 
future summer as a counselor. She plans to work this summer in Middlebury at the Vermont Book Shop. 

A three-sport varsity athlete, Ari captains the Tiger Nordic Skiing and the Girls’ Ultimate teams and is also a member 
of the Cross Country team. She participates in SPARC (Spirit Positivity Activities Respect Club). Ari was a Peer Leader 
last fall and recently participated in the Spanish field trip to New York City. She loved the “deep dive into Spanish culture 
and touring museums and speaking Spanish nonstop!” Ari is active in the school’s National Honor Society and during her 
junior year she was named a finalist in the United States Senate Youth Program as an alternate for the State of Vermont.  

Ari says she has all good memories and encourages students to always “reach out for support when needed and 
never be afraid to ask for help.” Everyone at MUHS wishes Ari well in her final weeks of senior year and as she prepares 
to go to college.

Miranda Brouillard
VUHS

Arianna and
Miranda

Arianna and Miranda

Arianna and Miranda
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&&service& DIRECTORY

auto body restoration
auto repair 
carpentry/contractors
cleaning services

computers
construction
duct cleaning
firewood

flooring
heating &
    air conditioning
masonryBusiness

Thursday

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

COMPUTERS

CONSTRUCTION

CLEANING SERVICES

AUTO BODY RESTORATION

CHECK US OUT
ONLINE AT

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

AUTO REPAIR

LOCAL CONTRACTOR
GENERAL CARPENTRY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Remodeling • Additions

Painting • Roofing
WINNER of “Best Local Contractor” 

FOUR CONSECUTIVE YEARS by 
READERS CHOICE AWARDS!

MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT

MARK TRUDEAUMARK TRUDEAU

802.388.0860802.388.0860

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

802-453-7345  |  138 Hunt Road, New Haven, VT

Metal Fabrication
Agricultural Repair
Commercial Repair

Auto Body Repair
Rust Repair
Collison Repair

Full/Custom
    restoration

We accept all major credit cards  |  We accept Insurance claims
Follow our projects on Facebook

Family owned & operated

Over two decades experience!

MASONRY
Fine Dry Stone Masonry

Jamie Masefield
Certified by the Dry Stone Wallers
Association of Great Britain

802-233-4670
jmasefield@gmavt.net

REACH THE COUNTY  
ADVERTISE  HERE

ADDY INDY - 388-4944

Gevry Firewood LLC
gevryfirewoodvt@gmail.com

or 802-349-0699

Are you looking for green or 
seasoned firewood?

Well we’ve got it all right here in Addison, VT!

We cut, split, and deliver hardwood 
firewood in 12-24 inch lengths.

And we now offer kiln dried firewood!
Contact us today for a quote!

FIREWOOD

Quaker Village
Carpentry

Siding, Windows, Garages, Decks & Porches
New Construction, Renovations and Repairs

Maurice plouffe
802-545-2251
1736 Quaker Village Road

Weybridge, VT 05753

DO YOU REPAIR OR CLEAN 
FURNACES? 

 YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

FLOORING

And Duct Work 
for Heating, Ventilation 
and Air Conditioning
We use 5,000+ cfm HEPA
Vacuum Cleaning Systems 

Commercial/Residential • Owner Operated • Fully Insured • Neat & Clean

Buy Local! 802.989.0396

Specializing inSpecializing in
Duct CleaningDuct Cleaning

We can design, fabricate, seal, insulate, clean,
anything to do with your ducted systems.

Certified
Collision Experts

All Makes and Models
Working with all

Insurance companies

(802) 388-9961
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

2196 Rt 7 South,  Middlebury
stonecdjr.com

Hometown Service from 
Your Hometown Dealers!

Factory-Trained Technicians
Servicing all makes

and models

G Stone Motors   
36 Boardman St., 

Middlebury
(802) 388-6718

gstonemotors.com 

Stone
Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
2149 Rt 7 So., Middlebury

(802) 388-9961
stonecdjr.com

F    J    C
802.310.1986

• Full service general 
contractor

• Turn key construction
• Kind knowledgeable staff

fjcbuilders.com

One cal l  does i t  a l l
Christopher Netelkos

cnetelkos@fjcbuilders.com   •   Sudbury, Vt.

For an appointment , call The PC Medic of 
Vermont at 802-734-6815
www.pcmedicvt.com

The PC Medic of 
Vermont now offers 

both on-site and remote 
computer services for 

your PC.

Call today to see which 
type of appointment 

you need, and get your 
PC running correctly 

again!
DO YOU WINTERIZE HOUSES? 

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!
CALL 802-388-4944

DUCT CLEANING

Melissa’s Quality
Cleaning Services
Residential & Commercial

GREAT RATES • FULLY INSURED
Reliable & Thorough 

802 345-6257

David Walker ConstructionDavid Walker Construction
298 Biddle Road
Lincoln, Vermont

05443

Semi-Retired
Small Jobs Only

cell: 802-989-0320

email:
dwconstruction@gmavt.net

THETHE
SNOWFLAKESSNOWFLAKES
ARE FALLINGARE FALLING

ADVERTISE ADVERTISE 
YOUR SNOW YOUR SNOW 

REMOVAL REMOVAL 
BUSINESS IN BUSINESS IN 

THE ADDY INDY.THE ADDY INDY.

CALLCALL
802-388-4944802-388-4944
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Soak Up The Sun!
Don’t spend your hard-earned money 
making the hot water or electricity that 
you use today–

SOLAR IS MORE AFFORDABLE THAN EVER!

Go Green with us –

We’ve been here for you for 43 years – 
Let us help you with your solar projects today. 

Call for a FREE on-site evaluation

SIDING

LAROSE SURVEYS, P.C.
Ronald L. LaRose, L.S. • Kevin R. LaRose, L.S.

Land Surveying/Septic Design
“We will take you through the

permitting process!”

25 West St. • PO Box 388
Bristol, VT 05443

Telephone: 802-453-3818
Fax: 802- 329-2138

larosesurveys@gmail.com

TAXES

&&service& DIRECTORYBusiness
Thursday painting 

plumbing
property maintenace
renewable energy

roofing
rubbish & recycling
septic & water
siding

snow removal
surveying
taxes
tree service

Marcel Brunet & Sons, Inc.
Windows & Siding

Vergennes, VT

802-316-6060 • rbrunet1@myfairpoint.net • 802-877-2640

Siding • Windows
Additions • Garages • Decks

SNOW REMOVAL

WE HAVE THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT 
FOR THE RIGHT JOB – TO GIVE YOU

 REASONABLE RATES

Reasonable Rates • Year-round Service • Fully Insured
(802) 453-3351 • Cell (802) 363-5619

24 Hour Emergency Service 453-7014
 Brownswelding.com

Serving Vermont for over 42 years!

BROWN’S TREE & 
CRANE SERVICE

Dangerous Trees Cut & Removed
Stumps Removed  
Trusses Set
Trees Trimmed 
Land Clearing

FREE ESTIMATES FOR TREE SERVICES

TREE SERVICE

Celebrating 36 Years
Environmental Consultants – Licensed Designers

Steve Revell CPG, LD#178 BW

• Water Supply - Location, Development and Permitting
• On-Site Wastewater Design • Single & Multiple Lot Subdivision
• Property Development & Permitting
• State and Local Permitting
• Underground Storage Tank Removal & Assessment

Fax 802-453-5399 • Email: jrevell@lagvt.com
163 Revell Drive • Lincoln, VT 05443

Toll-Free: 800-477-4384
802-453-4384

www.lagvt.com

Jeremy Revell LD#611 BW • Tyler Maynard LD#597 B

PLUMBING

SEPTIC & WATER

Phone (802) 537-3555

roofingMichael Doran
• Standing seam

• Asphalt shingles 
• Slate

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

roofing

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

Phone (802) 537-3555

Michael Doran
as seen at Addison County Field Days!

• Standing seam
• Asphalt shingles 

• Slate

mpdoransr@gmail.com

Go Solar with
AllEarth Renewables
Customer-driven solutions 
designed, engineered and built 
in Vermont, with over 3,000 
installations in the state.

CALL 802.872.9600 x122
allearthrenewalables.com

RENEWABLE ENERGY
Short Surveying, inc.

Serving Addison County Since 1991
Timothy L. Short, L.S.

Property Line Surveys • Topographical Surveys
FEMA Elevation Certificates

135 S. Pleasant St., Middlebury, VT 
802-388-3511

ShortSurveyingVT@gmail.com

A friendly, professional, 
and affordable family business.

Interior Painting

HESCOCK PAINTING

Kim or Jonathan Hescock
hescock@shoreham.net

462-3737 or 989-9107

Free Free 
Estimates Estimates 

References References 

Fully Fully 
InsuredInsured

PAINTING

ROOFING

Advertise your business on these pages for under $10 per week.
Call 802-388-4944 or email advertising@addisonindependent.com for details.

Winter in Vermont
is snow joke. 

Does your business help keep 
the county warm?

Call 802-388-4944 or email
advertising@adDisonindependent.com 

We help your ideas grow from start to finish,
no project is too big. Give us a call and you will

see the potential in your morning to evening view.
Lawn care, snow plowing, excavation, tree removal, 

driveways, pressure washing, and more - all at
their best. We can build it up or take it down.
No idea is too big for us to maneuver around.

802-349-6163 
Winter, Spring, Summer and All your Fall needs

SURVEYING

Are you a
tax preparer?
We’ll help you reach

 more clients this tax season.
Email advertising@

addisonindependent.com
to get started.

802-247-5475
802-349-8265

STEADY PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & EXCAVATION

Owner

194 Silver Lake Road 
Goshen, Vt.

steadymaintenance@yahoo.com

CHUCK STEADY

PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE
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Public Meetings
AL-ANON OFFERS HELP 
and hope to anyone who 
has been affected by a 
loved one’s drinking. 
Middlebury hosts an online 
meeting Sunday night 
7:15pm and a face to face 
one Wednesday at 1:30pm 
at CVUUS (2 Duane Court 
Middlebury near the high 
school) that you can also 
access by Zoom. Visit 
vermontalanonalateen.org 
for links and list of other 
meetings in the region. If 
you’d like to speak to an 
Al-Anon member, call our 
answering service (866-
972-5266) and an Al-Anon 
member will call you back.

A L C O H O L I C S 
ANONYMOUS in person 
meetings are available. 
For a list of local virtual 
meetings visit http://bit.
ly/district9aa.  For more 
information visit https://
aavt.org/ or call the 24 hour 
hotline at 802-388-9284.

THE TURNING POINT 
CENTER of  Addison 
County is open for in-
person services, Monday 
through Friday, 10am-
4pm, 54A Creek Road, 
M idd lebury.  We are 
available by phone 24/7 
at 802-388-4249.

V E R G E N N E S  F R E E 
THINKERS Founded in 
1935 on the principle of 
one alcoholic helping an-
other to achieve sobriety, 
A.A. is an effective and 
enduring program of re-
covery that has changed 
countless lives.  A.A. has 
always been committed to 
making its program of re-
covery available to anyone, 
anywhere, who reaches 
out for help with an alcohol 
problem.  The Vergennes 
Free Thinkers meeting was 
created in January of this 
year to maintain a tradition 
of free expression, conduct 
a meeting where alcoholics 
may feel free to express 
any beliefs, doubts or dis-
belief they may have, to 
share their own personal 
form of spiritual experience, 
their search for it, and/or 
their rejection of it, without 
having to accept anyone 
else’s beliefs or having to 
deny their own. Meetings 
are held with a high re-
gard for compassion and 
inclusion without judgment 
or exception.  If you think 
we can help, please join 
us on Thursdays at 6pm 
by contacting Vergennes-
freethinkers@gmail.com 
for Zoom and in-person 
meeting information.

VERMONT SUPPORT 
LINE Are you struggling 
with a challenging situa-
tion? Do you have feel-
ings of sadness, loneliness, 
isolation, anger, or depres-
sion? You don’t have to 
face it alone. Talk with a 
caring person who under-
stands what you’re going 
through today by calling or 
texting the free and confi-
dential Pathways Vermont 
Support Line available 24/7 
at (833) VT - TALKS.

Services
C+I DRYWALL and plaster-
ing. Call Joe 802-234-5545.

C O N S T R U C T I O N : 
A D D I T I O N S , 
RENOVATIONS new 
construction, drywall , 
ca rpen t r y,  pa i n t i ng , 
flooring, roofing, pressure 
washing, driveway sealing. 
All aspects of construction, 
also property maintenance. 
Steven Fifield 802-989-
0009.

MELISSA’S QUALITY 
CLEANING Services. 
R e s i d e n t i a l  a n d 
commercial. Fully insured. 
Great rates. Reliable and 
thorough cleaning. 802-
345-6257.

ODD JOBS lawn work, 
cut brush, some tree work. 
Snow removal services for 
your roof. Call us we do 
other jobs too! 802-999-
2194 John.

DEADLINE: Monday at 5 p.m. 

CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM
Addison Independent

Cash in on our 4-for-3 rates! Pay for 3 issues, get 4th issue free! An ad placed for consective issues runs the 4th time for free! PLEASE PRINT YOUR AD...

The Independent assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in ads, but will 
rerun classified ad in which the error oc-
curred. No refunds will be possible. Ad-
vertiser will please notify us of any errors 
which may occur after first publication.

Number of words:
Cost:
# of runs:
Spotlight Charge:
Internet Listing: $2.00
TOTAL:

ADDISON INDEPENDENT
58 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-4944
addisonindependent.com •  email: classifieds@addisonindependent.com

RA
TE

S

• 25¢ per word • minimum $2.50 per ad 

• $2 internet listing for up to 4 issues • minimum 2 insertions

• Special 4 for 3 rates not valid for the following categories: Services,
Opportunities, Real Estate, Wood heat, Attn. Farmers, For Rent & Help Wanted

Notices

Card of Thanks

Personals

Services

Free**

Lost ’N Found**

Garage Sales 

Lawn & Garden

Opportunities

Adoption

Work Wanted

Help Wanted

For Sale

Public Meetings**

For Rent

Want to Rent

Wood Heat

Real Estate

Animals

Att. Farmers

Motorcycles

Cars

Trucks

SUVs

Snowmobiles

Boats

Wanted

Real Estate Wanted

Vacation Rentals

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Spotlight with large 3$2** no charge for these ads

Or, submit your classified ad on our website: addisonindependent.com

Volunteer ad

3x3 or a 6x3 

Services Services Services Services Services Services

We are currently looking to fill:

Auto Technician
County Tire Center, Inc. is a busy 10-bay shop. We offer competitive 
wages including health insurance, vacation/sick time, 401K, uniforms 
and boot allowance. 40 hours a week Monday-Friday, with overtime 

available during the months of fall and spring tire changes.

Email cover letter, resume
and three references to

lisa@countytirecenter.com
Stop by 33 Seymour St.

Middlebury, VT 
Or call 802-388-7620

•  Motivated full-time Automotive Technician with 
knowledge in brakes, exhaust, oil changes, tires, VT 
state inspection license as well as all other related 
mechanical job duties. Your own tools are required.

$1,500-$3,000 sign on bonus
based on experience/knowledge.

For More Information:
Visit neiwpcc.org/about-us/careers/ 
or scan the QR code.

Lake Champlain Boat Launch Stewards
Vermont & New York

������������������������������
 Seeking multiple stewards to engage boaters, 

inspect watercraft , and deliver informational messages
about invasive species on Lake Champlain.

We’re Hiring

SERVICE TECHNICIANS
Monroe Tractor, an established company
with 71 years as an agriculture dealership
is growing in VT and we are seeking to add
Service Technicians to perform repair and 

maintenance on industry-leading Agricultural and 
Construction equipment in shop and on the road. 

Applicant will be responsible for troubleshooting and 
repairing of electrical, hydraulic, transmission and 

diesel engine components. Ideal candidate will be self-
motivated, safety-minded, organized, reliable and a 
strong communicator. Applicant must have a clean 

driving record, have reliable transportation, successfully 
pass a background check and drug test. Must be able to 
meet the physical requirements of the job which include 

bending, lifting heavy components and working in 
confined spaces. Competitive pay and benefits provided. 

Please send resume to mhendy@monroetractor.com
or call 802-771-3007.

Sign-on Bonus, Travel Allowance, Free Meal,
New Wage Bands and Shift Differentials

The Residence at Otter Creek, a premiere senior living com-
munity in Middlebury, VT is accepting applications for:

Full/Part-Time Med Techs/LPN ($5,000 sign-on bonus)

Full/Part-Time Caregiver ($5,000 sign-on bonus)

Full/Part Time Servers ($500 sign-on bonus)

Please inquire about per-diem shift openings
 for all departments

Applicants must be able to work weekends.
Background checks required. 

Now offering Now offering 
Open Breakfast and Open Breakfast and 

Open Dinner Interviews!Open Dinner Interviews!

Please join us on Tuesdays for Open Interviews 
and a bite to eat! We would love to meet with 

you and tell you about the wonderful positions 
we have available! Let us show you around and 
experience our exciting community. Breakfast 

Interviews Tuesdays from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m., and 
Dinner Interviews Tuesdays from 4 to 5:30 p.m.

Please email your resume to
Kristen LaFlam at 
klaflam@residenceottercreek.com. 
or use our new QR Code.

The Residence at Otter Creek
350 Lodge Road, Middlebury, VT 05753 
www.residenceottercreek.com

3 x 5.5
ACSD custodians

col CD

Help Wanted ads 
can be found on 
Pages 9B, 10B.

Learn about volunteering with HomeShare Vermont!

To learn more about volunteering with HomeShare
Vermont, contact Amy Jelen at 802-863-0274

or amy@homesharevermont.org

Consider volunteering your time by matching people who have a home to share with others 
who hope to find affordable housing through HomeShare Vermont, a nonprofit screening and 

matching organization that has served Vermont for over 40 years! 

Working as a team with HomeShare staff, volunteers conduct in-depth interviews with people looking for 
housing and with others who want to share their homes. Volunteers facilitate introduction meetings, assist with 
homesharing agreements, and provide ongoing support to homesharing “matches.” On a flexible schedule, 

volunteers give about 2 hours each week providing casework and contributing their unique insights to the 
screening and matching process. HomeShare Vermont hopes to find volunteers with good listening and 

interviewing skills who are willing to make a one-year commitment.

Addison Independent

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Public Meetings Public Meetings Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help WantedHelp Wanted Help Wanted
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3
WE BUY OLD STUFF Es-
tates, collections, antiques 
etc. Also hunting and fish-
ing items. Call Erik 802-
345-0653.

Free
DIGITAL ACCESS View 
obituaries, calendar listings 
and classifieds online at 
addisonindependent.com.  
Don’t miss out on events, 
garage sales, or opportu-
nities- check out our free 
digital listings.  Looking 
to read more? Become a 
subscriber!

Help Wanted
AMERICAN FLATBREAD 
MIDDLEBURY Hearth 
is hiring!  Offering good 
compensation, respect-
ful co-workers, and great 
food.  We are hiring for 
multiple full time and part 
time positions including bar 
leadership, daytime prep 
and evening shifts.  Ample 
opportunities for growth in 
a positive work environ-
ment.  Please stop in for 
an application or email Joe 
at joe@americanflatbread.
com. EOE.

3
TIRED OF BEING RE-
TIRED? Limited hours, 
A&W and Greg’s Market. 
Applications available at 
Greg’s.

For Rent
DRY, WINTER/SUMMER 
STORAGE SPACE in Ad-
dison. Available storage 
space in my barn for sum-
mer/winter storage. The 
barn is structurally sound 
and weather-tight with 
electricity. No heat or run-
ning water. The barn is also 
available for lease. The en-
trance door measurements 
are 8’ wide by 7’ high. For 
more info: 802-363-3403 
or rochon_m@yahoo.com.

MIDDLEBURY, OFF CAM-
PUS HOUSING available. 
802-388-4831, AJ Neri 
Property Rentals.

VERGENNES VALLEY 
VIEW APARTMENTS is 
currently taking wait list ap-
plications.  Occupants must 
be 62+ years of age.  No 
smoking/ No pets. Income 
limits apply - Rent based 
on income. Equal Housing 
Opportunity.  802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com.

Wood Heat
DRY OR GREEN firewood 
for sale. Delivery available. 
802-758-2007.

Animals
RED AND BLUE HEELER 
puppies for sale; had all 
shots. $600. each. Will take 
trades. 518-569-0957.

Att. Farmers
HORSE BLANKET WASH 
and repair.  Accepting non-
leather (for now) horsewear 
of all kinds for cleaning and 
repairing at my Weybridge 
location.  Call or text Sue 
Miller at 802-377-5945 or 
email svdwmiller@icloud.
com with “horse” in the 
subject line for more in-
formation.

SMALL SQUARE BALES, 
$3.50. Call 802-377-5455.

WHITNEY’S CUSTOM 
FARM WORK Pond agi-
tating, liquid manure haul-
ing, drag line aerating. Call 
for price. 462-2755, John 
Whitney.

Wanted
WANT WEIGHTWATCH-
ERS CLASS in Middlebury/
Vergennes? write; WW 675 
6TH Ave New York, New 
York 10010.

Account: Cristelli, Ray
1 Cols Wide

For Sale

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent

It’s against the law to 
discriminate
when advertising 

housing

Let us help you sift 
through the complexities 
of the Fair Housing Law. 
Stay legal. Stay on the 
right side of the nation’s 
Fair Housing Law. 

Call the Addison 
Independent at
(802) 388-4944. 

It’s against the law to discriminate when 
advertising housing. Its easier to break 
the law than you might think. You can’t 
say “no children” or “adults only.”
There’s a lot you can’t say.
The Federal Government  
is watching for such
discrimination.

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

CAREGIVER AND
SERVER  WANTED

AT EASTVIEW
Do you love people? 

Working with a supportive team?
Making a difference in the lives

of those around you?
Then join us at EastView, 

Middlebury’s nonprofit, locally 
governed retirement community.

We have openings for full-time and part-time 
Caregivers and Servers. We offer a generous 
benefits package, free shift meals, and paid 

time off. If you are a student, a retiree, or just 
looking for a second job, our flexible hours & 

per diem shifts may be perfect for you!
To apply, or for full job descriptions, 

contact tdunakin@eastviewmiddlebury.com
 Check out all our jobs at http://www.

eastviewmiddlebury.com/join-our-team/

GREENHOUSE 
WORKERS 
WANTED

Full- or Part-Time
Seasonal, March 15-June 15, 2023

First Season Greenhouses 
Located 6 miles West of Vergennes

Phone: 802-475-2588
Ask for Bill

WHY NOT LOVE YOUR JOB:
Seeking Shared Living Provider for 50- year- 
old man, who is part of AFC program.  He 
utilizes a wheelchair; the home must be 
handicapped accessible.  He enjoys listening 
to Classic Rock, taking in local music events, 
fishing, and spending time with family.  He 
has his own handicapped van.  Compensation 
includes yearly tax-free stipend of $35,000, 
plus room and board, and contracted supports.

Please contact Shirley Donohue
at sdonohue@howardcenter.org

or 802-355-6094.

howardcenter.org • 802-488-6500

ALL ADDISON COUNTY LOCATIONS 
CURRENTLY HIRING!

For openings and to apply, visit 
Maplefields.com

Looking for work in your hometown? 
We offer medical, dental, paid vacation, 

personal time, sick time and 401K for
full time positions.

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
Town Clerk

This position is responsible for overseeing the areas of municipal 
record keeping, issuance of licenses and official documents, and 

conducting local, state, and federal elections 

Due to an upcoming vacancy the Selectboard will appoint the 
successful applicant until the 2024 March Town Meeting when it 
would then be required to run for and be elected for the remaining 
2-years of a 3-year term. APPLICANTS ARE REQUIRED TO LIVE 
IN AND BE RESIDENTS OF THE TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY.  This 
position is full-time with a competitive salary and benefits package.

A job description and application can be obtained
on the Town’s website, www.townofmiddlebury.org.

  Send cover letter, resume and application to:  Crystal Grant, Executive 
Assistant to the Town Manager at cgrant@townofmiddlebury.org.

EOE Town of Middlebury

3 x 4
Elsie car
col CD

MIDDLEBURY UNION 
MIDDLE SCHOOL

MUMS
COACHING POSITIONS

Middlebury Union Middle School is seeking
head and/or assistant coaches for the following:

• Softball 
• Baseball 

• Girls’ Lacrosse 
Applicants must possess a strong knowledge of coaching 
principles with previous coaching experience preferred.  
Must possess strong organizational skills and the ability 
to communicate and relate to student athletes.

Interested parties should send
a letter of interest, resume, and three 

current letters of reference to:
Middlebury Union Middle School

48 Deerfield Lane
Middlebury, VT  05753

Applications will be accepted until
the positions have been filled.    E.O.E.

The 
Bristol 
American 
Legion Post 19 
is seeking a Steward/Manager to 
oversee the business of the Post. 
This position is responsible for supervising part-time 
bartenders and custodians and scheduling the facility 
for Post and private events. The compensation will 
be commensurate with the experience of the selected 
individual. If interested, submit your resume with a 
minimum of 3 references to: Bristol American Legion Post 
19, PO Box 292, Bristol, VT 05443. Resumes may also 
be dropped off at the Legion (56 Airport Drive, Bristol, VT) 
or emailed to post19@accessvt.com. 

All applications for this position
must be received by March 20, 2023.

CDL Class B Driver
SEEDWAY is looking for a
CDL Class B Driver for its

Shoreham, VT Warehouse.
Clean driving record required.

Great benefits including: 
401K

Health insurance with dental
and vision coverage

Holiday & vacation pay
Generous incentive bonus

Home every night. 
Help support New England agriculture!

To Apply:
Visit 3442 Rt 22A, Shoreham or 

Contact Tom Schildkamp at (802) 897-2281 
or Tschildkamp@Seedway.com

Shard Villa
Level 3 Residential Care Home

NOW HIRING

For more information
Call 802.352.4369

Available Positions:
Housekeeper/Caregiver - 11p - 7a

Caregiver - 7a - 3p

~ Competitive Pay ~
Shift Differentials (for nights & weekends)

HOUSEKEEPERS/
CAREGIVERS
Full-Time ~ Part-Time

Zoning Administrator 
The Town of Starksboro is seeking a part-time Zoning 

Administrator. Duties to include: implementation of 
land-use regulations; administering zoning permits; 
enforcement actions for non-compliance with land-
use regulations; administrative assistance to the public, 
Planning Commission, and Development Review 
Board, including taking minutes at meetings. Position 
will assist the Selectboard and Town Administrator 
with planning and land-use related issues. Interested 
candidate must be available for evening meetings and 
daytime work at town office; estimated 12-18 hrs/wk. 
Some remote work is possible. 

A detailed job description is available at www.
starksborovt.org. Excellent computer skills are 
preferred. Compensation will depend on qualifications 
and experience. 

To apply, please send cover letter and resume to 
Rebecca Elder, Town of Starksboro
P.O. Box 91, Starksboro, VT 0548
 or townadmin@starksborovt.org

 Applications accepted until position is until filled. EOE.

The Waybury Inn is hiring kitchen hands 
and cooks. Candidates should have a serious 
attitude about food and a desire to grow 
within the culinary industry. Experience is 
preferred but not necessary.
Applications are available at the front desk of 
the Waybury Inn, Tuesday through Sunday, 
or visit our website at wayburyinn.com and 
click on “Contact Us,” then on “Employment 
Opportunities.”
Please call us for assistance or to acquire an 
email with an application attached.

Applications and resumes may be sent
 to chef@wayburyinn.com  and

mgr@wayburyinn.com or mailed to:
Waybury Inn

457 East Main Street
Middlebury, Vermont 05753

802-388-4015

KITCHEN STAFF

Want to Rent
Returning to Vermont.

Retired senior male (70s) seeks
a one-bedroom apartment or studio. 

Nonsmoker, non-drug user, animal lover. 
Current rent mid $600.00 including

heat and trash. Excellent credit.

Contact beagles5119@gmail.com. 
Inquiries from Realtors welcomed.

 All real estate advertising 
in this newspaper is 
subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 
as amended which makes 
it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons 
receiving public assistance, 
or an intention to make any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will 
not  knowingly accept any 
advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.  To complain 
of discrimination, call HUD 
Toll-free at 1-800-424-8590. 
For the Washington, DC area 
please call HUD at  
426-3500.

Help Wanted 
ads can be 
found on
Pages 9B
and 10B.

PRIUS FOR SALE
$4,000  

OR BEST OFFER

Email elsiealynn@gmail.com to come see the car at the Addison Independent.

Included in sale:
• Studded snows & 

Summer tires
• Mud mats
• Thule Roof Rack!

Is this your 
next ride?

195,000 miles young, this 
2007 Prius has been a trusty 

little car for our family. 
The wheel bearings were 
recently fixed, and we just 

repaired the exhaust system 
(value over $650) this month. 

Gets 40+ mpg!

OLD & Used
guns wanted

P: 802-775-2859
C: 802-236-7213

Rifles, 
Hand 
guns, 

Shot guns
Top prices paid.

Help Wanted

Services Help Wanted For Rent

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted

For Sale

Wanted to Rent

For Rent

Wanted to Rent
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Auctions

NOTICE OF SELF-STORAGE LIEN SALE AUCTION
ABC SELF STORAGE 

12 OSSIE RD • EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT 05740-0558
Notice is hereby given that the contents of the self-storage units listed below 

will be sold at auction. This sale is being held to collect unpaid storage unit 
occupancy fees, charges and expenses of sale. The entire contents of each 
self-storage unit listed below will be sold, BY STORAGE AUCTION SOLUTIONS 
with proceeds to be distributed as follows: Payment to ABC Self Storage for 
all accrued occupancy fees (rent) charges, late payment fees, sale expenses, 
and all other expenses in relation to the unit and its sale. Contents of each unit 
may be viewed on March 10, 2023 commencing at 1:30 pm. Bidding will begin 
immediately after viewing of the entire contents of each self-storage unit. The 
highest bidder on the storage unit must remove the entire contents of the unit 
within 48 hours after the notification of their successful bid. Purchase must be 
made in cash and paid in advance of removal of contents of unit. $50.00 cash 
deposit shall be made and will be refunded if the unit is broom cleaned. ABC Self-
Storage reserves the right to accept or reject bids. The contents of the following 
tenants’ self storage units will be included in the sale:
UNIT A017 - John Hatch
764 Munger Street, Middlebury, VT, 
05753 - Household Goods

UNIT C005 - Susan Lamonda
7 River Street #B, Fair Haven, VT, 
05743 - Household Goods

UNIT C009 - Dusty Grace
2888 Lower Notch Road, Bristol, VT 
05443 - Household Goods

UNIT C018 - Samantha Oliveiera
 PO Box 67, Middlebury, VT 05753 - 
Household Goods

UNIT C022 - Melissa Shores
PO Box 298, East Middlebury, VT 
05740 - Household Goods

UNIT C025 - Joshua Litch
54 West Road, Whiting, VT 05778 - 
Household Goods

UNIT D017 - Kevin Zey
2776 Case Street, Middlebury, VT 
05753 - Household Goods

UNIT E047 - John Hessler 
1 Candlelight Terrace,
White River Junction, VT 05001 - 
Household Goods

UNIT C008 - Wayne Larose
35 Mountain Independence Road, 
Orwell, VT 05067 - 
Household Goods

Tuesday 12:30pm to 4:30pm

APPOINTMENTS REQUIRED.

802-388-1966
addisoncountyclerk@gmail.com

Addison County Courthouse
The Addison County Clerk
located in Frank Mahady
Courthouse is available

to accept passport applications
and provide  passport photos.

REGULAR HOURS
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday

9am to 1pm

Full Passport Service

STATE OF VERMONT
SUPERIOR COURT
ADDISON UNIT

CIVIL DIVISION
DOCKET NO: 58-3-19 Ancv

WILMINGTON  SAVINGS FUND SOCIETY,  FSB, AS TRUSTEE  OF 
STANWICH MORTGAGE  LOAN TRUST I
 PLAINTIFF
 VS.
STACIE L. BODINGTON; IONA J. SMITH AND OCCUPANTS RESIDING AT 15 
SUNSET DRIVE, VERGENNES, VT 05491
              DEFENDANT(S)

NOTICE OF SALE
By virtue and in execution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage 

given by Stacie L. Bodington and Iona J. Smith, to Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., 
dated December 9, 2010, and recorded in Book 71, at Page 3 72, of the City 
of Vergennes Land Records, of which mortgage the undersigned is the present 
holder by Assignment of Mortgage recorded in Book 88, Page 125,

for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing 
the same will be· sold at Public Auction at March 31, 2023 at 03:00 PM at 15 
Sunset Drive, Vergennes, VT 05491 all and singular the premises described in 
said mortgage,
To Wit:

Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to Stacie L. 
Bodington by Warranty Deed of Robert & Frances O’Bryan dated December 
9, 2010 and recorded December 13, 2010 in Book 71, at Page 371 of the 
Vergennes Land Records and further described therein.

The description of the property contained in the mortgage shall control 
in the event of a typographical error in this publication.

The public sale may be adjourned one or more times for a total time not 
exceeding 30 days, without further court order, and without publication or service 
of a new notice of sale, by announcement of the new sale date to those present 
at each adjournment or by posting notice of the adjournment in a conspicuous 
place at the location of the sale.  Terms of Sale:  $10,000.00 to be paid in cash 
or by certified check by the purchaser at the time of sale, with the balance due at 
closing.  The sale is subject to all liens, encumbrances, unpaid taxes, tax titles, 
municipal liens, if any, which take precedence over the said mortgage above 
described.

The Mortgagor is entitled to redeem the premises at any time prior to the 
sale by paying the full amount due under the mortgage,  including the costs and 
expenses of the sale.

Other terms to be announced at sale
Wilmington Savings Fund Society, FSB, as Trustee of Stanwich Mortgage 

Loan Trust I
 Caryn L. Connolly, Esq. BROCK & SCOTT, PLLC

1080 Main Street, Suite 200
Pawtucket, RI 02860

Caryn.Connolly@BrockandScott.com

MIDDLEBURY CEMETERY 
ASSOCIATION

PUBLIC NOTICE
The annual meeting of the Middlebury 
Cemetery Association will be held at 
the offices of Langrock, Sperry & Wool, 
111 S. Pleasant St., Middlebury, VT on 
Wednesday, March 8, 2023, at 5pm.

TOWN of MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT
WARNING

Annual Town Meeting
March 6 and March 7, 2023

The legal voters of the Town of Middlebury, in the County of Addison, the State 
of Vermont are hereby warned and notified to meet at the Middlebury Union High 
School Auditorium at 73 Charles Avenue in Middlebury  on Monday, March 6, 
2023 at 7:00 P.M. to act on Articles 1 through 7, and to discuss Articles 8 through 
10, and on Tuesday, March 7, 2023 from 7:00 A.M. through 7:00 P.M. at the 
Recreation Center, 154 Creek Road in Middlebury, to vote by Australian ballot on 
Articles 8 through 10 as provided by the Middlebury Town Charter.

With respect to Article 8, the legal voters of the Town of Middlebury are further 
notified that an informational meeting will be held on Monday, March 6, 2023 at 
7:30 p.m. at the Middlebury Union High School Auditorium for the purpose of 
reviewing the proposal for issuing a bond for construction of a water tank for its 
public drinking water system.  Information on the bond proposal will be presented 
under Article 7 of the Annual Town Meeting Warning.
Article 1 To act upon the reports of the Town Officers. 
Article 2 Shall the voters of the Town of Middlebury vote to adopt the proposed 

budget for the Fiscal Year 2024 (July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024) in 
the amount of $12,921,448 with a portion thereof in the amount of 
$8,553,380 to be raised by taxes and $809,308 to be allocated from 
annual local option tax receipts in excess of debt and maintenance 
requirements of the Cross Street Bridge to offset spending for Capital 
Improvements?

Article 3 Shall the voters of the Town of Middlebury vote, pursuant to 24 VSA 
§ 2408(a), to authorize the Selectboard to apply up to $228,496 from 
the Cross Street Bridge Reserve Fund to offset increased capital 
improvement expenses of $92,860 and PD Adaptive Reuse Building 
debt service expense of $135,636? 

Article 4 Shall the voters of the Town of Middlebury vote, pursuant to 24 VSA 
§ 2408(a), to authorize the Selectboard to apply up to $295,000 
from the Cross Street Bridge Reserve Fund for the purchase of the 
former Maverick Gas Station at 82 Court Street for the purpose of 
reconfiguring the intersection of Court Street, Monroe Street and 
Charles Avenue? 

Article 5 Shall the voters of the Town of Middlebury vote, pursuant to 24 VSA 
§ 2408(a), to authorize the Selectboard to apply up to One Million 
Dollars ($1,000,000) from the Cross Street Bridge Reserve Fund for 
the purpose of constructing of a water tank for its public drinking water 
system?

Article 6 Shall the voters of the Town of Middlebury vote to collect taxes on 
real property for fiscal year 2023/2024 in TWO equal installments 
due in the Treasurer’s Office on the 15th day of November 2023 and 
the 15th day of March 2024?

Article 7 To transact other business proper to be done.
[For voting by Australian Ballot on Tuesday, March 7, 2023,

polls open from 7:00 A.M. to 7:00 P.M.]
Article 8 Shall general obligation bonds or notes of the Town of Middlebury in an 

amount not to exceed Three Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars 
($3,500,000) subject to reduction from available alternate sources of 
funding, be issued for the purpose of financing the construction of 
a water tank for its public drinking water system, the estimated cost 
of such improvements being Three Million Five Hundred Thousand 
Dollars ($3,500,000). 

Article 9 Shall the Town vote to adopt the following amendments to the 
Charter of the Town of Middlebury? 

Language to be added is underlined, and deleted language has a strikethrough.
*Section 302, Elective officers, revise (a) by deleting “(7) Town 
Treasurer” from the list of officers elected by the Town at its annual 
Town Meeting:

(7) Town Treasurer

* Section 305, Treasurer, revise (a) as follows:

(a) The Treasurer shall be appointed by the Selectboard. elected annually 
at the annual meeting and shall serve for a three year term.

* Section 306, Appointed Officers, revise (d), by adding “(7) a Town 
Treasurer” to the list of officers the appointed by the Selectboard:

(7) a Town Treasurer

Article 10 To elect officers as required by the Middlebury Town Charter.
The legal voters of the Town of Middlebury are further notified that voter 
qualification, registration and absentee voting shall be as provided in Chapters 
43 and 51 of Title 17, Vermont Statutes Annotated.
Dated at Middlebury, Vermont this 24th day of January 2023.

Brian R. Carpenter, Chair     Lindsey Fuentes-George, Vice Chair
Heather Seeley, Farhad Khan, Dan Brown, Andy Hooper, Isabel Gogarty

MIDDLEBURY SELECTBOARD

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY (OWNER)

77 MAIN STREET, MIDDLEBURY, VT 05753
Separate sealed BIDS for the construction of South Street – Phase 4 

Waterline Replacement Project will be received by The Town of Middlebury, 
Public Works Department at 1020 Route 7 South, Middlebury, VT  05753 - 
PREFERRED until 9:00 am (prevailing local time) if delivered. If mailed, bids 
shall be sent to 77 Main Street, Middlebury, VT 05753 on Monday, March 20, 
2023, and then at said office publicly opened and read aloud.

Each BID must be accompanied by a certified check payable to the OWNER 
for five percent (5%) of the total amount of the BID. A BID bond may be used 
in lieu of a certified check.
The CONTRACT DOCUMENTS may be examined at the following locations:

• Town of Middlebury, Public Works Offices, 1020 Route 7 South, 
Middlebury, VT 05753

• Works in Progress, 20 Farrell Street, Suite 103, South Burlington, VT 
05403

•       Vermont Bid System, http://www.vermontbusinessregistry.com
Copies of the CONTRACT DOCUMENTS may be obtained at the office 

of Landmark Engineering & Design, LLC., located at 25 Star Point Terrace, 
Middlebury, VT 05753 upon a non-refundable payment of $100.00 for each set. 

A Performance BOND and a Payment BOND each in an amount equal to one 
hundred percent (100%) of the contract price, will be required.

Federal minimum wage rates and public work employment laws are 
applicable. Federal Wage Rates under Davis-Bacon and Related Acts do not 
apply to this Contract.

A pre-bid conference for prospective bidders will be held at the Department 
of Public Works, located at 1020 Route 7 South in Middlebury, at 10:00 a.m. 
on March 6, 2023.

Representatives of Landmark Engineering & Design, LLC. and the Town 
of Middlebury will be present to answer questions from bidders and discuss 
participation requirements.
 Kathleen Ramsay, Town Manager
       February 21, 2023    

TOWN OF STARKSBORO
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FINANCIAL AUDIT

The Town of Starksboro is accepting proposals for financial auditing services 
for FY2022. Starksboro is a small municipality located in northern Addison 
County, Vermont. Proposals will be accepted until 3/20/23. Details can be found 
at www.starksborovt.org/bids or via email to rebecca@starksborovt.org.
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FERRISBURGH — The Town 
of Ferrisburgh has recently acquired 
the brown church next to the town 
hall, an important historic structure 
in the center of the village. The 
town’s intention is to repurpose 
the building to best serve the 
needs of Ferrisburgh residents. 
The Ferrisburgh Town Center 
Committee is seeking residents’ 
input for the planning process and 
ideas for use. Thanks for your input 
and ideas on this opportunity. Please 
take a minute or two to complete 
a five-question survey at: www.
surveymonkey.com/r/TX3QQCN. 
For more information, email to Anne 
Cohn at anniem.cohn@gmail,com. 

Ferrisburgh Grange “King 
Pede” card parties will beheld the 
Saturdays of March 4 and 18 at 6:30 
p.m. These get-togethers are held 
at the Ferrisburgh Town Hall and 
Community Center and will begin 
with a sandwich supper and then on 
to techniques such as in Hearts and 
Spades or Pitch. This is a game of 
fun and skill so come prepared to 
use your strategic thinking! 

The Vergennes Union High 
School Music Department presents 
Newsies on March 16 and 17 at 7 
p.m., and March 18 at 3 p.m. Set in 
early 20th-century New York City, 
Newsies is the tale of Jack Kelly, a 
charismatic newsboy and leader of a 
band of teenaged “newsies.” When 
titans of publishing raise distribution 
prices at the newsboys’ expense, 
Jack rallies newsies from across 
the city to strike against the unfair 
conditions and fight for what’s right. 
Featuring the now classic songs 
“Carrying the Banner,” “Seize the 
Day,” and “Santa Fe,” Newsies is 
packed with non-stop thrills and a 
timeless message, perfect for the 
whole family and every audience. 
Tickets are on sale now and available 
online for in-person performances 
only. Tickets $12 adult, student/
senior citizen $10, are available 
online at www.showtix4u.com/
event-details/71884 or at the door 
one hour before the show. 

The Ferrisburgh Rogers and 
Hazard Neighbors-Helping-
Neighbors Fund was first established 
in 1886 and has been providing 
monetary support to Ferrisburgh 
residents who are experiencing 
financial hardship and could benefit 
from short-term help. In the past 
neighbors have received help paying 
for fuel bills, a cord of wood, car 
repair, etc. Currently, the board 
members include Art Cohn, Karlene 
DeVine, Lissa Gebo, Paul Hoffman, 
Meg Langworthy, Chris Melendy, 
and out-going trustee Pennie Beach. 
There is a vacancy on the board 
that we are seeking to fill. If you 
are interested in playing a role in 

the Neighbors-Helping-Neighbors 
Fund, please contact Pam Cousino 
at the Ferrisburgh Town Clerk’s 
Office at (802) 877-3429 for more 
information. This does not require 
a huge time commitment and is 
a wonderful way to participate in 
building community. 

Bixby Library offers a Young 
Writers Club on the first Saturday 
monthly from 10:30-11:30 a.m. The 
next gathering will be on March 4, 
when the group will be planning 
their own literary magazine. Come 
help choose a title, cover, and start 
writing. For more information, 
email: Martha.Sanborn@
bixbylibrary.org. 

Learn how to decorate eggs the 
Ukrainian way at the Bixby on 
Saturday, March 4, noon to 3 p.m. 
Renowned local artist Eloise Beal 
will offer expert assistance in how to 
create Pysanky, or Ukrainian Easter 
Eggs. The art of pysanka dates back 
to ancient times, when eggs were 
decorated in the spring as a symbol 
of the rebirth of the earth. Attendees 
will be given their own kit to take 
home to decorate more eggs. Also, 
Bixby has a display of books from 
Ukrainian authors and about the 
country’s history. This event is made 
possible by the Freda Fishman Stroh 
grant. Participants need to be ages 16 
and older. Register by calling 802-
877-2211 or signing the registration 
sheet in the library lobby. 

Sign up is now available for 
the summer camps at the Lake 
Champlain Maritime Museum. 
These popular camps offer a 
wonderful variety of experiences 
for children and youth to learn more 
about Lake Champlain’s history and 
ecology. Examples of the day camps 
and expositions are kayak building, 
rowing, archeology, an underwater 
expedition and a whale boat 
expedition. Visit www.lcmm.org for 
more information. Additionally, the 
museum’s leadership believes that 
cost should not be a barrier for any 
child to have a wonderful summer 
on Lake Champlain. To make sure 
that everyone can join, all the camps 
and expeditions are pay-what-you-
can. 

Join Rokeby Museum for a two-
week, immersive experience in 
theater, history and nature. The 

popular camp will be held July 
10-21, Monday-Friday, from 9 
a.m.-1 p.m. Campers will gain 
stage experience while they lose 
themselves in another time, drawing 
inspiration from Rokeby’s historic 
occupants, diaries, artifacts and 
pastoral property to create their 
own fictional characters in a short 
play. Daily activities will include 
improv games, scene study, nature 
journaling, painting, and exploring 
Rokeby’s historic buildings and 
nature trails. The camp culminates 
with a play performance for families 
and guests at 6 p.m. on Friday, July 
14. Tuition is pay what you can: 
$495 suggested/camper. Call (802) 
877-3406 to reserve your spot.

Rokeby’s final Winter Book 
Discussion Group for this season 
will be held on Tuesday, March 14 
at 6 p.m. The discussion will be 
about “All That She Carried: The 
Journey of Ashley’s Sack, a Black 
Family Keepsake,” by Tiya Miles. 
This prize-winning book uses 
archival records and objects to trace 
the lives of Ashley and her family 
through the generations to illustrate 
the experience of enslaved peoples. 
All sessions are at no charge and 
will be held virtually. Registration 
in advance is required. For more 
information, visit: https://rokeby.
org.

NOTE: We are always interested 
in including a variety of Ferrisburgh-
related news in this column, so if 
you have events that would be of 
interest, contact Sally Kerschner at 
smwkersch@comcast.net.

NEWS

Ferrisburgh Have a news tip?
Email  Sally Kerschner at smwkersch@comcast.net

MIDDLEBURY — MUHS 
student James “Penn” Riney of 
Cornwall has been named a finalist 
in the 68th Annual National Merit 
Scholarship Program:

Riney is among 15,000 finalists 
throughout the nation who 
are being recognized for their 
exceptional academic promise. 
These academically talented 
high school seniors have an 
opportunity to continue in the 
competition for some 7,250 
National Merit Scholarships 
worth nearly $28 million that 
will be offered later this spring. 
Riney will receive a Certificate 
of Merit from the National Merit 
Scholarship Corporation honoring 
his achievement. About half of the 
Finalists will win a National Merit 
Scholarship, earning the Merit 
Scholar title.  

PENN RINEY

‘Penn’ Riney
finalist in nat’l
merit program

ABC Self Storage (1)

Act 250 (2)

Addison (3)

Addison County Courthouse 
(1)

Addison County Regional 
Planning Commission (1)

Addison Northwest School 
District (1)

Middlebury (2)

Middlebury Cemetery 
Association (1)

New Haven (1)

Starksboro (1)

Vergennes (4)

Waltham (1)

MARKET REPORT
ADDISON COUNTY

COMMISSION SALES
RT. 125 • EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT

We value our faithful customers.
Sales at 3 pm - Mon. & Thurs.

call 1-802-388-2661

Sales for 2/23/23 & 2/27/23
  COST
BEEF LBS. /LB $

  COST
CALVES LBS. /LB $
A. Brisson 99 3.30 $326.70
L. Garvey 100 3.20 $320.00
J. Allen  98 3.20 $313.60
H. Sunderland  112 3.00 $336.00
Barnes Bros 102 3.80 $285.60

Total Beef - 135   Total Calves - 262

Champlainside 1425 1.10 $1567.50
Gosliga Farm 1900 1.00 $1900.00
Blue Spruce Farm 1690 1.00 $1690.00
Kayhart Bros 1695  .97 $1644.15
Nop Bros & Sons 1065  .95 $1011.75
Vorsteveld Farm 1890  .90 $1701.00
Woodnotch Farm 1565  .90 $1408.50
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ANWSD BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETINGS
MARCH 2023

The following schedule of the Board of School Directors’ meetings is 
announced for the month of March 2023:
Wednesday, March 1  6:00 PM Negotiations Committee   
  Meeting w/ANTA    
  VUHS Library
Friday, March 3  7:30 AM Facilities Committee Meeting
  ANWSD Conference Room
Monday, March 13  4:30 PM Policy Committee Meeting
  VUHS Library
 6:00 PM ANWSD Board Meeting
  VUHS Library
Wednesday, March 15  6:00 PM Community Engagement   
  Committee Meeting
  VUHS Library
Monday, March 20  5:00 PM Finance Committee Meeting
  VUHS Library
  ANWSD Board Meeting
  VUHS Library

CITY OF VERGENNES
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Development Review Board will hold a public 
hearing on March 20, 2023, at 8:15 PM for the following purpose:

To consider site plan review for application #2023-11 to demolish 
the buildings located on property variously designated as 3, 5, 
and 7 Cataract Place, with parcel ID’s 250229, 250230, 250231.     
Reviews will consider Article VII and Section 1603.

Please note that the hearing will be held as a “hybrid meeting”, with 
participation either in person, by ZOOM, or by phone.  The in-person meeting 
will be held in the conference room at City Hall.

Join by computer: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85906470948, 
meeting password: 656417. 

Join by phone:  Dial 1 (929) 205-6099; Meeting ID: 859 0647 0948;  
Meeting Passcode: 656417. 

For participants joining by phone:  
          To raise your hand during the meeting, press *9.  

          To mute/unmute during the meeting, press *6
If you experience any difficulty in accessing this meeting, 

contact Zoning Administrator Peter Garon at 802-377-9527.
You must participate in the public hearing either in person or in writing, 

in order to take any subsequent appeal.  The City of Vergennes is an “on the 
record” appeal municipality with regard to appeals to Environmental Court from 
Development Review Board decisions.  This means that the Environmental Court 
shall only consider testimony or information provided during public hearings on 
the application.  Interested parties should therefore assure that their participation 
in the public hearing proceedings is complete and represents the totality of their 
desired considerations. 
A copy of the application is available for public review by contacting Peter Garon 
at pgaron@vergennes.org.  
 February 7, 2023
	 Peter	Garon,	Administrative	Officer

CITY OF VERGENNES
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Development Review Board will hold a public 
hearing on March 20, 2023, at 7:00 PM for the following purpose:

To consider site plan review for application #2023-06 for a 
change of use from bank to office or retail at 7 Green Street.  
Reviews will consider Article VII, and Section 1608.

Please note that the hearing will be held as a “hybrid meeting”, with 
participation either in person, by ZOOM, or by phone.  The in-person meeting 
will be held in the conference room at City Hall.

Join by computer: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85906470948, 
meeting password: 656417. 

Join by phone:  Dial 1 (929) 205-6099; Meeting ID: 859 0647 0948; 
Meeting Passcode: 656417. 

For participants joining by phone:  
          To raise your hand during the meeting, press *9.  

To mute/unmute during the meeting, press *6
If you experience any difficulty in accessing this meeting, contact

Zoning Administrator Peter Garon at 802-377-9527.
You must participate in the public hearing either in person or in writing, in 

order to take any subsequent appeal.  The City of Vergennes is an “on the 
record” appeal municipality with regard to appeals to Environmental Court from 
Development Review Board decisions.  This means that the Environmental Court 
shall only consider testimony or information provided during public hearings on 
the application.  Interested parties should therefore assure that their participation 
in the public hearing proceedings is complete and represents the totality of their 
desired considerations. 
A copy of the application is available for public review by contacting

Peter Garon at pgaron@vergennes.org.  
February 7, 2023
Peter Garon, Administrative Officer

CITY OF VERGENNES
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Development Review Board will hold a public 
hearing on March 20, 2023, at 7:45 PM for the following purpose:

To consider site plan review, conditional use review, and a setback 
waiver request for application #2023-10 by the City of Vergennes to 
demolish an existing building and construct a new salt shed at 18 
West Street.  Reviews will consider Article VII, VIII, and Section 1611 
and Section 311.

Please note that the hearing will be held as a “hybrid meeting”, with 
participation either in person, by ZOOM, or by phone.  The in-person meeting 
will be held in the conference room at City Hall.

Join by computer: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85906470948,
meeting password: 656417. 

Join by phone:  Dial 1 (929) 205-6099; Meeting ID: 859 0647 0948;  
Meeting Passcode: 656417. 

For participants joining by phone:  
          To raise your hand during the meeting, press *9.  

          To mute/unmute during the meeting, press *6
If you experience any difficulty in accessing this meeting, contact

Zoning Administrator Peter Garon at 802-377-9527.
You must participate in the public hearing either in person or in writing, in 

order to take any subsequent appeal.  The City of Vergennes is an “on the 
record” appeal municipality with regard to appeals to Environmental Court from 
Development Review Board decisions.  This means that the Environmental 
Court shall only consider testimony or information provided during public 
hearings on the application.  Interested parties should therefore assure that their 
participation in the public hearing proceedings is complete and represents the 
totality of their desired considerations. 

A copy of the application is available for public review by contacting Peter 
Garon at pgaron@vergennes.org.  

February 7, 2023
Peter Garon, Administrative Officer

CITY OF VERGENNES
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Development Review Board will hold a public 
hearing on March 20, 2023, at 7:20 PM for the following purpose:

To consider site plan, conditional use and Local Act 250 review for 
application #2023-09 by George Berkley LLC for a change of use from 
one household to a 6-houshold dwelling at 54 West Main Street.  Reviews 
will consider Article VII, VIII, and XI, and Section 1603.

Please note that the hearing will be held as a “hybrid meeting”, with participation 
either in person, by ZOOM, or by phone.  The in-person meeting will be held in the 
conference room at City Hall.

Join by computer: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85906470948,
meeting password: 656417. 

Join by phone:  Dial 1 (929) 205-6099; Meeting ID: 859 0647 0948;
Meeting Passcode: 656417. 

For participants joining by phone:  
          To raise your hand during the meeting, press *9.  

          To mute/unmute during the meeting, press *6
If you experience any difficulty in accessing this meeting,

contact Zoning Administrator Peter Garon at 802-377-9527.
You must participate in the public hearing either in person or in writing, 

in order to take any subsequent appeal.  The City of Vergennes is an “on the 
record” appeal municipality with regard to appeals to Environmental Court from 
Development Review Board decisions.  This means that the Environmental Court 
shall only consider testimony or information provided during public hearings on 
the application.  Interested parties should therefore assure that their participation 
in the public hearing proceedings is complete and represents the totality of their 
desired considerations. 

A copy of the application is available for public review by contacting Peter 
Garon at pgaron@vergennes.org.

February 7, 2023
Peter Garon, Administrative Officer

     Public Notices
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Alternatives Meeting Notice for the Munger St. Scoping 
Study to Improve Connectivity and Safety –

March 28, 2023 at 6:30 pm 
The Town of New Haven will hold a Project Alternatives Public Meeting for the 

Munger St. Scoping Study to Improve bicycle and pedestrian connectivity and 
safety between Cobble Rd. & River Rd. along Munger St. on March 28, 2023 at 
6:30 pm.  This will be a hybrid meeting held in person at the New Haven Town 
Office Building, 78 North St., New Haven, VT 05472 and online.  

The purpose of this meeting is to conduct a Meeting with the Town of 
New Haven, ACRPC, VTrans staff, and the public to gather input on project 
alternatives. This project is being funded by a grant through the Vermont 
Agency of Transportation. If anyone has any questions about the project they 
can contact Maddison Shropshire, ACRPC Planner, at mshropshire@acrpc.
org or (802) 388 3141.  

Google Meet Joining Info
Video call link: https://meet.google.com/oww-nveh-wou

Or dial: (US) +1 860-800-9238 PIN: 251 837 845#

ACT 250 NOTICE
APPLICATION #9A0262-7 AND HEARING

10 V.S.A. §§ 6001 - 6111
On January 27th, 2023, Silver Maple Construction filed application #9A0262-7 

for a project generally described as construction of new storage and workshop 
buildings on an 11.33-acre lot. Buildings to be constructed include two separate 
7,500 square foot storage/workshop buildings and a 30,000 square foot, 34-foot-
tall office building to be connected to on-site water and wastewater systems 
serving up to 24 employees. The project is located at 229 Ethan Allen Highway in 
New Haven, Vermont and will be accessed off Belden Falls Road.

Pursuant to Act 250 Rule 16, the District 9 Commission will convene a 
Prehearing Conference and site visit on Thursday, March 23rd, 2023, at 9:00AM 
at the Project location described above.

This application can be viewed on the public Act 250 Database online here: 
https://anrweb.vt.gov/ANR/Act250/Details.aspx?Num=9A0262-7. To request 
party status, fill out the Party Status Petition Form on the Board’s website: https://
nrb.vermont.gov/documents/party-status-petition-form, and email it to the District 
9 Office at: NRB.Act250Barre@vermont.gov.

If you have a disability for which you need accommodation in order to 
participate in this process (including participating in the public hearing), please 
notify us as soon as possible, in order to allow us as much time as possible to 
accommodate your needs. For more information, contact the District Coordinator 
listed below prior to the date of the Prehearing Conference and site visit.
 Josh Donabedian
 District 9 Coordinator
 802-261-1945
 Joshua.Donabedian@vermont.gov

ACT 250 NOTICE
MINOR APPLICATION 9A0298-2

10 V.S.A. §§ 6001 - 6111
On February 14th, 2023, Livingston Farm Landscape Products, LLC, filed 

application #9A0298-2 for a project generally described as expansion of a 
gravel parking area and construction of a ±3,500 square foot shop/maintenance 
building at an existing landscaping products business. Related infrastructure 
improvements include: (1) expansion of existing driveway and parking access 
for facility vehicles, (2) water and sewer services connecting the new building to 
existing infrastructure, and (3) a gravel wetland stormwater practice to treat the 
new impervious area. The project is located at 40 Route 116 South in Bristol, 
Vermont. This application can be viewed online by visiting the Act 250 Database: 
https://anrweb.vt.gov/ANR/Act250/Details.aspx?Num=9A0298-2.

No hearing will be held and a permit will be issued unless, on or before 
4:30PM on Wednesday, March 22nd, 2023, a party notifies the District 9 
Commission in writing of an issue requiring a hearing, or the Commission sets 
the matter for a hearing on its own motion. Any person as defined in 10 V.S.A. 
§ 6085(c)(1) may request a hearing. Any hearing request must be in writing, 
must state the criteria or sub-criteria at issue, why a hearing is required, and 
what additional evidence will be presented at the hearing. Any hearing request 
by an adjoining property owner or other person eligible for party status under 
10 V.S.A. § 6085(c)(1)(E) must include a petition for party status under the 
Act 250 Rules. To request party status and a hearing, fill out the Party Status 
Petition Form on the Board’s website: https://nrb.vermont.gov/documents/party-
status-petition-form, and email it to the District 9 Office at: NRB.Act250Barre@
vermont.gov. Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law may not be prepared 
unless the Commission holds a public hearing.

For more information contact the District Coordinator listed below.
Josh Donabedian
District 9 Coordinator
802-261-1945
Joshua.Donabedian@vermont.gov

TOWN OF ADDISON
WARNING FOR ANNUAL MEETING

The legal voters of the Town of Addison are hereby notified and warned to meet 
at 7:00 pm on March 6, 2023 at the Addison School to transact the following 
business:

1. To accept the reports of the Town Officers
2. Shall the list of delinquent taxes be published in the Town Report
3. To transact any other business proper to be brought before this 

meeting.
Dated at Addison, Vermont this 26th day of January 2023
Peter Briggs
Robert Hunt
Jeffrey Kauffman Sr.
Steven Torrey
Roger Waterman

TOWN OF ADDISON
WARNING

The legal voters of the Town of Addison are hereby notified and warned to meet 
at 7:00 am at the Addison Town Clerk›s Office on Tuesday, March 7, 2023 to vote 
by Australian ballot (between 7:00 am and 7:00 pm) on the following articles:

1. To elect all necessary Town Officers
Moderator   1 year
Select Board   3-year term
Lister   3-year term
Auditor    1-year term
Auditor    2-year term
Auditor    3-year term
Water Commissioner   3-year term
Cemetery Commissioner  3-year term
1st Constable   1 year
2nd Constable   1 year
Collector of Delinquent Taxes  1-year term
Union School Director  3 year

2. Shall the voters of the town of Addison approve the sum of 
$649533.70 for the selectboard 2023 proposed budget, ($444178.91 
the proposed amount to be raised in taxes)?

3. Shall the voters of the town of Addison approve the sum of 
$911054.00 for the highway 2023 proposed budget, ($732008.52 the 
proposed amount to be raised in taxes)?

4. Shall the town of Addison raise and appropriate the sum of five 
thousand dollars ($5000.00) to fund the professional building and 
maintenance of the town municipal website in the year 2023?

5. Shall the voters of the town of Addison approve or disapprove a sum 
requested from the following:

Dated at Addison, VT this 26th day of January 2023
Peter Briggs
Robert Hunt
Jeffrey Kauffman, Sr.
Steven Torrey
Roger Waterman

A. Add Cty Rest Justice Svcs FKA Add Cty Court Div  450
B. Add Cty Home Health & Hospice   1,500
C. Add Cty Humane Society DBA Homeward Bound  1,000
D. Add Cty Parent Child Center    1,300
E. Add Cty Readers     350
F. Tri-Valley Transit FKA Add Cty Transit Res (ACTR)  1,644
G. Age Well FKA Champlain Valley Agency on Aging  900
H. Bixby Memorial Free Library    30,162
I. Bridport Seniors     700
J. Counseling Service of Add Cty   1,500
K. Elderly Services/Project Independence   850
L. John W Graham Emergency Shelter   1,250
M. Grandview Cemetery Association   1,500
N. HOPE     1,500
O. Lake View Cemetery Association   1,500
P. Retired Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP)  250
Q. Town Line First Response Squad   10,000
R. Turning Point Center of Add Cty   1,000
S. WomenSafe Inc     1,250

TOWN OF NEW HAVEN
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD

NOTICE OF HEARING
Pursuant to 24 VSA §4464, a public hearing before the Development Review 
Board of the Town of New Haven will be held at the Town Clerk’s Office, 78 North 
Street, New Haven, VT on Monday, March 20, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. to consider 
the following:

1. A two-lot subdivision application #DRB-2023-03 SD located at 547 
North Street submitted by Langdon G. Smith, Jr.

Please note that participation in the local proceeding is a prerequisite to the 
right to take any subsequent appeal.

The hearing will be held as a hybrid meeting,
either in person at the Town Clerk’s office or by remote:

https://zoom.us/j/98142119190?pwd=U0pFdDQ2a1
ZRZzVCRkN4ZGcyYUF3dz09 

Meeting ID: 981 4211 9190
Passcode: 4jYbTA

Meeting ID: 981 4211 9190
Passcode: 274146

Find your local number: https://us06web.zoom.us/u/kdJZ5fa0zW 
An electronic copy of the application may be obtained by emailing the zoning 

administrator at: newhavenzoning@gmavt.net; a hard copy is available at the 
Town Clerk’s office during normal business hours, or on the Town’s website:  
https://www.newhavenvt.com/New Haven Zoning Administrator (802) 453-3516

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF ADDISON

 The Addison Planning Commission will hold a monthly meeting on Monday, 
March 20, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. at the Addison Town Clerk’s Office.  
To consider the following:

1. To approve the meeting minutes for February 20, 2023. 
2. To transact any business found necessary before the board.       
3. To allow time for public comment interaction at start of the meeting.            
4. We need to work on updating & referencing some sections for 

implementing Subdivision &  Zoning Regulations into the Town Plan. 
Continue to work on definitions & reviewing The Vermont State 
Statutes (Chapter 117). Need to add “Cannabis” in our regulations?

5. Continue working on items that are considered projects in progress 
at the March meeting & continue to review the Zoning Regulations 
pertaining to Districts & sections.                                                                     

6. We will review the revised notes on items that the Z.A. helped with 
(zoning) PUDS, density-zoning, tables & road frontages within the 
districts. We have a rough draft to work from to review the Zoning & 
Subdivisions Regulations.

7. Plan to work on definitions and study the VT State Statutes (new 
laws). Review the “Subdivision” Regulations & “Town Plan” at the 
March meeting.                                                                                                           

8. Adjournment stating time.                         
We are planning to have a work meeting after the regular monthly meeting 
on Monday, March 20, 2023 at Addison Town Clerk’s Office. Let’s get on a 
roll again.
  Amber Riley, Vice Chair
  Starr Phillips, Secretary
 Addison Planning Commission

TOWN OF WALTHAM
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD
 A public hearing before the DRB of the Town of Waltham, Vermont will be held 

at the Town Clerk’s Office on Monday, March 20, 2023 to consider the following 
application:

5:30 pm- Opening of meeting
6:00 pm - An application, # 23-02, submitted by Stephen Delphia, 
for a 7-lot subdivision, Property ID 0000052029, Zoning District- 
Agricultural.

The application and supporting material is available for inspection at the Town 
Clerk’s Office during regular business hours of 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Tuesdays 
and Thursdays. Persons wishing to appear and be heard may do so in person 
or be represented by an agent or attorney. Communication about the above ap-
plication may be filed in writing with the board in advance of or at such hearing.

PLEASE NOTE: Pursuant to 24 V.S.A. §§ 4464(a)(1)(C) and 4471(a), par-
ticipation in this local proceeding is a prerequisite to the right to take any 
subsequent appeal.
  Zoning Administrator, Kenneth Wheeling
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Sas Carey, holds her newly published 
memoir “Marrying Mongolia”  

at her home in Middlebury.  
PHOTO / YVETTE FEIG

THE TRIP OF A LIFETIME

MARRYING
MONGOLIA SEE STORY
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ince the first time Sas Carey 
stepped foot on Mongolian 
soil in the summer of 1994, she 
felt a “leading” — a calling to 
“support and document the 
traditional Mongolian nomadic 
lifestyle.” Originally there as a 
nurse, on a tour sponsored by 

the American 
Holistic 
Nurses 
Association, 
Carey began 

learning about holistic medicine and Eastern 
practices… and never stopped. 

“I wanted to document in every way I could,” 
the Middlebury author shares in her new 
memoir, “Marrying Mongolia,” which was 
released just a couple weeks ago. “Climate 
change, modernization, education, the 
political situation and mining all endanger 
this lifestyle. I feel an inner pressure, a 
leading, to transmit and preserve this 
lifestyle through words and pictures. My 
connection with Mongolian life is a precious 
and sacred experience and each year I go 
deeper in my understanding of it.”

During her time studying and absorbing life 
and culture in Mongolia, 
Carey made four 
feature documentaries: 
“Gobi Women’s Song,” 
“Ceremony,” “Migration” 
and “Transition,” as well as 
a short “Gobi Children’s 
Song.” And she wrote the 
book “Reindeer Herders 
in My Heart: Stories 
of Healing Journeys in Mongolia.” It’s an 
impressive set of documentation to say  
the least.

But in this memoir, we step back from 
Carey’s Mongolian adventures and learn 
about her 48 years prior to setting foot 
in Mongolia and how they shaped and 
prepared her for her life’s work.

“Marrying Mongolia” is organized into four 
main parts: “Pushing Limits” featuring 
childhood memories; “Humming with 
Him,” or as Carey calls it, her “hippy days”;  
“The Swirl” about becoming a healer; and 
“Learning Mongolia” bringing us through 
memories of her first trip as a 49-year-old to 
her final visit before COVID closed the border 
in 2020. 

“Journeys have marked my life,” Carey shares 
in the preface. “There are journeys I make 
into myself and out — to become a healer, a 

teacher, a film maker.”

An early journey that shaped and continues to 
influence Carey’s life is swimming. She recalls 
an influential swim coach, Coach DeGroat, 
whom she interviewed in high school. 

“I asked Coach for some words of wisdom 
for the graduates and he replied, ‘If you 
want to be a part of the world, you need 
an education. If you want to enjoy life, you 
must look after your body, mind and soul. 
These three are the basis for a well-rounded 
person and there must be a balance among 
the three.’ 

“I must have heard his advice on a deep 
level because it became an important 
principle in my life and work.”

Carey journeyed into rebellion in her early 
teen years. Like the afternoon she snuck out 
with a friend to smoke a cigarette — which 
ended with a haystack catching fire, the fire 
department, about 30 gawking neighbors 
and a promise to “never tell anyone we were 
smoking.”

Carey’s voice is in-the-moment as you read 
her memoir. She guides the reader through 

her early childhood 
struggles and joy; and we 
grow with her into a young 
adult finding first love.

Carey met Ken in South 
Dakota where they went to 
Standing Rock Reservation 
to visit Rev. Philip Frazier, a 
preacher who had visited 

Carey’s family’s church in Newtown, Conn. 
“I loved a story he told about flowers being 
of all colors and how they look beautiful 
together in a garden — how people of 
different colors make a beautiful world.”

Ken and Carey’s relationship blossomed and 
they were married in the summer of 1964. 

“Ken is the perfect person to marry — 
harmonious, communicative, creative, 
and opens my heart in new ways,” Carey 
recounted, in the early pages of the second 
section of the memoir.

Together they found like-minded “hippies” 
and ended up moving north from Keen 
State College in New Hampshire to build a 
home together in the Northeast Kingdom of 
Vermont. 

“Starting in my childhood, I’ve always 
SEE MONGOLIA ON PAGE 3
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Carey takes the long road

“JOURNEYS HAVE 
MARKED MY LIFE.” 
 — Sas Carey
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“FROM JEANS, 
NO BRA, AND 
CHAMBRAY SHIRTS 
TO MINISKIRTS.” 
 — Sas Carey

802-443-MIDD (6433)  •  go.middlebury.edu/pas

Choral Chameleon: 
Music for Chameleons
March 3  n  7:30 pm  n  $25/20/15/10/5

Dover String Quartet
Haochen Zhang, Piano
March 10  n  7:30 pm  n  $25/20/15/10/5 

Mahaney Arts Center, Robison Hall; or stream from home

needed to touch the ground, the 
water, the trees, to breathe the 
rain and snow,” Carey described. 
“Experiencing nature gives me a 
feeling of realness.”

Life in the Northeast Kingdom 
— though they had no running 
water and the water in the cat’s 
dish froze regularly — came 
easily enough as Carey built her 
“cocoon” around Ken, their home 
and newborn son Kai. 

In less than two years, differences with their 
friends who owned the land on which Carey and 
Ken built their home, prompted them to leave 
their “dream place.” They relocated to what you 
might call a serious fixer-upper in Cornwall, and 
Carey got a job teaching elementary students in 
Weybridge. 

Carey went “from jeans, no bra, and chambray 
shirts to miniskirts.”

The transition was not entirely smooth. 
Though she loved her class and teaching, the 
administration made the teaching position 
intolerable for Carey. 

After Sas and Ken adopted their daughter, 
Jasmine, in the summer of 1969, the couple’s 
relationship hit the skids. 

“The connection is broken,” Carey writes, 
launching her into “The Swirl.”

“Imaginal cells are the magic that turn a caterpillar 
into a butterfly,” Carey explains in the third section 
of her memoir. “Imaginal cells hold the blueprint 
for all that will be, but the old form has to be 
completely destroyed before the butterfly can 
emerge. I am living this…Every part of my life is in 
chaos.”

Seeking direction, Carey gets a psychic reading 
that tells her: “You are surrounded by green. 
You are a healer.” This leads Carey to grow into a 
psychic channeler, and by 1982 she earned her BS 
in nursing. 

She worked one year as a medical-surgical 
nurse, then took a “heart job” with Addison 
County Parent/Child Center. After seven years 
working with teens, Carey wrote the manual 
“Life Skills for Teens: The Group Leaders’ Guide 
to Alternatives for Teens,” which earned her one 
of 10 national Exemplary Prevention Programs 
Awards from the U.S. Department of Health and 

Human Services in 1990.

“If I can see the opposite bank 
across a body of water, I take it as 
a challenge to swim across,” she 
recounts. “Just like my life.”

But no, really, Carey takes this 
to the next level, and shares the 
story of how she actually really 

did swim across Lake Champlain in 1985. 

Flowing effortlessly into the fourth section, we’re 
ready for Carey, at the end of her fifth decade, to 
find Mongolia.

“My feet land on Mongolian earth. The gazar,” 
Carey writes. “A bolt of energy like electricity, runs 
from the ground through the soles of my feet, 
through my legs to my heart and head… I have 
arrived in Mongolia, a place I never in my 49 years 
imagined that I would ever be.”

As a nurse, Carey toured the Institute of 
Traditional Medicine, where she met Dr. 
Boldsaikhan. 

“My heart suddenly beats… and I blurt 
out to Dr. Boldsaikhan, ‘Would you take 
an American disciple?’ The words come 
from beyond me,” she recounts.

“‘Yes,’ he says.

“I don’t know it then, but when he says, 
‘Yes,’ my life’s real work begins.

“Everything I have learned as a wife, 
mother, teacher, medical-surgical 
nurse, potter, teen discussion group 
facilitator, psychic and energy healer is 
all needed in my marriage to Mongolia,” 
Carey summarizes. “I do not forget past 
husbands and partners… Mongolia is 
my husband. My relationship is with the 
country, not a person. I am marrying 
Mongolia.”

And so she began her quarter-century 
commitment documenting the 
Mongolian nomadic lifestyle.

Wow. This is a life.

And now Carey has captured some — 
not all — of it in her memoir “Marrying 
Mongolia.”

“I’ve done what I need to do,” she shared in an 
interview in February. “There’s always more 
to write and to say, but it does feel like an 
accomplishment to publish this book.”

What does Carey hope we’ll take away from this 
read?

“Slow down. Meditate. Get in touch,” she said. “And 
follow your own path… Follow what you believe in 
the moment. It’s OK if it changes. Doors will open.”

Wrapping up the story — for now — Carey leaves 
us with a beautiful sense of gratitude:

“I am lying in a hammock in my gazebo… I think: 
My God, I have a gazebo, with pink and white 
phlox blooming and lavender wave petunias… I 
have everything I ever wanted and more.

“I never imagined traveling to Mongolia, falling in 
love with it, being able to do humanitarian work 
in the world, but, to do it and have my own house 
and yard and family and grandchildren shows 
that the spirit is beyond generous. There is humor, 
joy, and abundance, with a lavender gazebo the 
frosting on the cake of my life.”

 
Get your copy of Carey’s memoir “Marrying 
Mongolia” by emailing her at sascarey@gmail.
com, visiting nomadicare.org, or find a copy at The 
Vermont Book Shop in Middlebury.

MONGOLIA
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

Sas Carey stands with her two kids 
outside their home in Cornwall.

COURTESY IMAGE
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Mark Erelli plays live show at Burnham Hall

The Music of Elton John & Queen  
on stage at Town Hall Theater

Celebrate the music of Elton John & 
Queen on Friday, March 10, at 7 p.m. – 
featuring electrifying performances from 
Josh Panda, Clint Bierman and friends — 
at Middlebury’s Town Hall Theater.

“If anyone can channel Freddie Mercury 
and Elton John, it’s Josh Panda,” said 
THT’s Executive Director Lisa Mitchell. 
“This gorgeous show, featuring some of 
Vermont’s finest musicians, sold out the 
Essex Experience and had audiences 
jumping to their feet. Don’t miss this 
must-see musical event at Town Hall 
Theater.”

This all-star band, led by Middlebury’s 
own Bierman, Panda, as well as The 
Grift’s Peter Day and Jeff Vallone, Steve 
Hadeka, Tyler Mast and others. Tickets 
are $27/$32, and can be purchased at 
townhalltheater.org or by calling 802-382-
9222. Cash bar will be available.

The Ripton Community Coffee House in Lincoln 
will welcome Mark Erelli to the stage at Burnham 
Hall in Lincoln, on Saturday, March 4, at 7:30 p.m.

Erelli is a veteran singer-songwriter, multi-
instrumentalist, producer and touring artist. His 
Saturday performance will feature his new album 
release “Lay Your Darkness Down.” Written in the 
wake of his diagnosis with a degenerative retinal 
disease, Erelli’s 2023 album “Lay Your Darkness 
Down” is the next step on Erelli’s journey, 
following up on 2020’s “Blindsided,” which 
garnered praise from Rolling Stone Country, the 
Associated Press, NPR, The Boston Globe, and 
more. Following full-bodied rock forebears Tom 
Petty, George Harrison, and Roy Orbison, Erelli’s 
songwriting explores the unknown glories of this 
planet and love’s transformational power.

Tickets are $15/$20/$25 or pay what you can. 
To reserve a ticket or for more information visit 
rcch.org/upcoming-shows, call 802-388-9782 or 
email rcchfolks@gmail.com.

tunesmore

MUSIC
u P C O M I n G

Mark Erelli takes the stage in Lincoln for a Ripton 
Community Coffee House show on Saturday.

Dover Quartet and pianist Haochen Zhang perform at Mahaney
The celebrated Dover String Quartet joins 
forces with award-winning Chinese pianist 
Haochen Zhang at the Mahaney Arts Center 
on Friday, March 10, at 7:30 p.m., to perform 
the Vermont premiere of a new work by 
contemporary American composer Marc 
Neikrug, as well as Johannes Brahms’ Piano 
Quintet in F minor, Op. 34.

The Middlebury College Performing Arts 
Series is committed to supporting the future 
of chamber music, in part by commissioning 
new works. Marc Neikrug’s Piano Quintet No. 2, 
subtitled “In Six Parts,” is designed to highlight 
the virtuosity of each individual musician. This 
work is a co-commission with Music Accord, a 
consortium of major presenting organizations 
throughout the United States. 

Performing Arts Series Director Allison Coyne 
Carroll feels that this new work is especially 
compelling for students to hear, because it 
stresses the principles of harmony just as they 
enter a complex world where they’ll soon 
contribute their individual skills. Composer 
Marc Neikrug noted, “It demands engaged 
emotional understanding and great ensemble. 
Because of the independence of the parts, 
everyone needs to be aware of what everyone 
else is playing at all times.”

Tickets are $25 for the general public, $20 for 
Middlebury faculty/staff and alumni, $10 for 

youth, and $5 for Middlebury College students. 
Vaccinations and boosters (or valid medical or 
religious exemptions) are required; masks are 
optional, except under certain circumstances, 
but welcome. The concert will also be 
streamed, with a 48-hour window for playback. 
Streaming tickets are $15, or $5 for students. 
For tickets, health and safety protocols, or 
information, call 802-443-MIDD (6433) or visit 
middlebury.edu/arts.

The Dover Quartet and pianist Haochen Zhang will perform on Friday, March 10, 7:30 p.m., at the Mahaney Arts 
Center in Middlebury.

 “It DeMAnDs 
ENGAGED EMOTIONAL 
UNDERSTANDING AnD 
GReAt enseMBLe.” 
 — Marc Neikrug, composer
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SEE EXHIBITS ON PAGE 7

ARIES: March 21/April 20. A development 
may have you feeling a bit down, Aries. That 
is only temporary, though, as your mood and 
circumstances will 
rebound in no time at all.

TAURUS: April 21/May 
21. Taurus, people you 
encounter this week 
may be exceptionally 
stubborn, so you 
may need to avoid 
confrontations. Keep 
your emotions in check 
as best as you can.

GEMINI: May 22/June 
21. Gemini, the weather 
may not be suitable 
for getting much done 
outdoors, but you can 
certainly stay busy 
inside the house with 
any projects you have 
been putting off. 

CANCER: June 22/
July 22. This is a great 
opportunity for getting 
rid of any clutter that 
has been holding you 
back, Cancer. Start 
sorting through the 
garage or cleaning out 
a desk at work.  

LEO: July 23/Aug. 23. 
Leo, do not worry about 
the small stuff that you 
feel could be holding 
you back. If you step 
away from the situation, 
you may find that 
everything is working 
out.  

VIRGO: Aug. 24/Sept. 
22. Virgo, there are plenty of opportunities open 
to you, but you may not realize they are so close 
by. A friend may need to guide your way on this 
for the time being.

LIBRA: Sept. 23/Oct. 23. You may be feeling 
bad about something you did in the past, Libra, 
and now you want to make amends. It’s the 

little changes you 
implement that will 
make a difference.

SCORPIO: Oct. 24/
Nov. 22. Scorpio, you 
may be ready to give 
your life an overhaul. 
That may amount to 
you changing careers 
in the weeks to come. 
Do your research before 
you put in notice.

SAGITTARIUS: Nov. 23/
Dec. 21. Sagittarius, stay 
focused and disciplined 
this week, especially 
as it pertains to a diet. 
You can maintain your 
commitment, especially 
with others cheering 
you on.

CAPRICORN: Dec. 
22/Jan. 20. Capricorn, 
rewards will not come 
without hard work and 
dedication. Now is the 
time to stick with the 
plan and keep moving 
forward. Save days off 
for later.

AQUARIUS: Jan. 21/
Feb. 18. Do not go up 
against managers or 
superiors this week, 
Aquarius. Doing so 
likely won’t go in your 
favor. Just keep out of 
the spotlight for a little 
while longer.

PISCES: Feb. 19/March 20. You may be building 
the blocks of a major life project, Pisces. Use all 
of the resources at your disposal in the days to 
come.

OPEN: M-F 10-5 and Saturday 9:30-4

260 Court Street, Middlebury, Vt. 05753
802-388-3559   www.middleburysewnvac.com

Offer valid March 1-31, 2023

FREEFREE
quiltingquilting
AccesssoryAccesssory

BundleBundle
with purchasewith purchase

Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30, Sat. 10-2  • Rt. 7 So., Middlebury
802-388-2800 •  www.middleburyfloralandgifts.com

In the depths In the depths 
of winter, of winter, 

we’ve got a we’ve got a 
little spring!little spring!

BRISTOL • VT

 

453-7799

Tues-Thurs 11am-5pm
Fri 11-7pm, Sat 10am-5pm
Sun 12-4pm • Closed Mon

Knitting Trivia!
Modern knitting needles are commonly 
made of wood, bamboo and metal. In early 
forms of knitting, what materials were used 
to make knitting needles?  Come in and tell 
us the correct answer and receive 10% off 
your entire purchase!

hermitthrushfiberco.com

MARCH 2— Lou Reed, musician (d)
MARCH 3— Chief Joseph, Nez Perce leader (d)
MARCH 4— Miriam Makeba, musician (d)

MARCH 5— Henry II of England, Plantagenet 
king (d) 
MARCH 6— Shaquille O’Neal, basketball 
player (51)
MARCH 7— Wanda Sykes, comedian (59)
MARCH 8 — Mississippi John Hurt, musician (d)

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

ART
O N  E X H I B I T

EDGEWATER AT THE FALLS
1 Mill Street, Middlebury
Visit edgewatergallery.com, call 802-458-0098 or email 
info@edgewatergallery-vt.com for more info.

“Just Minding My Business Picking Your Flowers” 
features a collection of abstract mixed media 
paintings by new Edgewater artist Mel Rea. Mel 
Rea describes her paintings as assemblies of line 
and shape intersecting in multiple sheer layers. 
Any reference to landscape or botanical form is 
deconstructed in the studio as she explores form, 
varied application of paint, texture, line and color 
relationships. Her palette is bright and bold. The 
elements of her composition shift gracefully, 
punctuated by line, color and unexpected brushwork 
that add a playfulness and warmth to each piece. On 
view through April 18.

EDGEWATER GALLERY ON THE GREEN 
6 Merchants Row, Middlebury
Visit edgewatergallery.com, call the gallery at 802-989-
7419 or email info@edgewatergallery-vt.com.

“The Way I See It” a solo exhibition of paintings 
by Lynn Johnson. Johnson is a still life painter 
who describes her large scale works on canvas 
and paper as a dialogue between abstraction and 
representation. She finds inspiration in industrialized 
forms juxtaposed against those that are organic, 
asymmetrical, and perfectly imperfect.  It’s all about 
movement, gesture and being messy, spontaneous 
and impulsive. On view through March 22.

JACKSON GALLERY
68 S Pleasant Street, Middlebury
Visit townhalltheater.org/jackson-gallery or call 802-382-
9222 for more info.

“The Art of Mycology: Mushroom Photographs” by 
Meg Madden, an exhibit of selected photographs 
of fungi Madden has captured in the woods around 
Addison County. A slideshow and talk will follow on 
Tuesday, March 14, 6 p.m. The exhibit will be on view 
through March 19.

MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE  MUSEUM OF ART
72 Porter Field Rd, Middlebury
For more info visit middlebury.edu/museum/exhibitions.

“Urban Cadence: Street Scenes from Lagos 
and Johannesburg” features work by Akinbode 
Akinbiyi, Akintunde Akinleye, Kelechi Amadi-Obi, 
Jude Anogwih, Jodi Bieber, Donna Kukama, Sabelo 
Mlangeni, Uche Okpa-Iroha, and Jo Ractliffe. This 
exhibit tells the multifaceted stories of two urban 
environments — Lagos, Nigeria and Johannesburg, 
South Africa — experienced through the artistic 
expressions of photography and video. On view 
through April 23. 
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MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY TELEVISION:

P.O. Box 785, Middlebury, Vt. 05753MCTV SCHEDULE Channels 1071 & 1091
Please see the MCTV website, www.middleburycommunitytv.org, for changes 
in the schedule; MCTV events, classes and news; and to view many programs 

online. Submit listings to the above address, or call 388-3062.

MCTV Channel 1071
Friday, March 3
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight
6 a.m. Legislative Breakfast
7:30 a.m. Congregational Church
10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Church
5:30 p.m.  Energy Week
6:30 p.m. Legislative Breakfast, 

Montpelier Happy Hour
Saturday, March 4
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight 
8 a.m. Dr. Campbell
9 a.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
10 a.m. Selectboard, Legislative 

Breakfast, Public Affairs
4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Service
5:30 p.m. Eckankar
6 p.m. Energy Week
7 p.m. Catholic Mass
7:30 p.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
8:30 p.m. The Talk
9:50 p.m. Legislative Breakfast
Sunday, March 5
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight 
7 a.m. The Talk
8 a.m. Dr. Campbell
9 a.m. Catholic Mass
10 a.m. Energy Week

11 a.m.  Memorial Baptist Service
2:20 p.m. The Talk
4 p.m. Congregational Service
5:30 p.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
6:30 p.m. Eckankar
7 p.m. Catholic Mass
7:30 p.m. Legislative Breakfast
9 p.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
10 p.m. Special Selectboard
Monday, March 6
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight
7 a.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
8 a.m. Dr. John Campbell
9 a.m. Energy Week
10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
6 p.m. A Civil Discussion
7 p.m. Special Selectboard
Tuesday, March 7
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight
5 a.m. Energy Week
6 a.m. Dr. John Campbell
9:30 a.m. Eckankar
10 a.m. Town Meeting
4 p.m. Congregational Service
5:30 p.m. Energy Week
7 p.m.       Town Meeting, Public Affairs 
Wednesday, March 8
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight
5:30 a.m. Montpelier Happy Hour

6:30 a.m. Energy Week
7:30 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
9:30 a.m. Catholic Mass
10 a.m. Town Meeting, Public Affairs
5 p.m. Dr. John Campbell
6 p.m. Energy Week
7 p.m. Town Meeting, Public Affairs 
Thursday, March 9
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight
8 a.m. Congregational Service
11 a.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
12 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
7 p.m. Dr. John Campbell
8 p.m. Energy Week
9 p.m. Eckankar
10 p.m. Legislative Breakfast

MCTV Channel 1091 
Friday, March 3
5 a.m. Music in the Morning
7:45 a.m. Current Topics in Science
10 a.m. Author Talks
1:10 p.m. Pot Luck Kitchen - Apple 

Cranberry Pie
2 p.m. School Board Meetings
7 p.m. MUMS Winter Concert
7:40 p.m. Shedding Light on 

Neurogenerative Diseases
8:01 p.m. John McCright -At the Ilsley

9:30 p.m. ACSD Annual Meeting 
Saturday, March 4
4 a.m. Yoga
5 a.m. Vermont Master Naturalist
6 a.m. Pot Luck Kitchen
6:50 a.m. MUMS Winter Concert
7:30 a.m. GMALL Lecture - A Violin’s Life
9 a.m. ACSD Annual Meeting
2:30 p.m. GMALL Lecture: A Violin’s Life
4 p.m. The World Fusion Show
4:30 p.m. Yoga for Kids
5 p.m. All Things LGTQ
6 p.m. MUMS Winter Concert
6:40 p.m. ACSD Annual Meeting
Sunday, March 5
12 a.m. State Board of Education 
5 a.m. Music in the Morning
7 a.m. Vermont Master Naturalist
8 a.m. ACSD Annual Meeting
12 p.m. School Board Meetings
3 p.m. Vermont Master Naturalist 
4 p.m. All Things LGBTQ 
5 p.m. Author Talks
7 p.m. MUMS Winter Concert
8 p.m. Vermont Master Naturalist 
Monday, March 6
5 a.m. Yoga
8 a.m. School Board Meetings
12 p.m. John McCright -At the Ilsley

3:10 p.m. Pot Luck Kitchen
4 p.m. Vermont Master Naturalist
6 p.m. ACSD Annual Meeting
8:30 p.m. Author Talks 
Tuesday, March 7
6:10 a.m. Pot Luck Kitchen
7 a.m. ACSD Annual Meeting
1 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
2 p.m. ACSD Annual Meeting
8 p.m. Neurodegenerative Disease
9:30 p.m. Vermont Master Naturalist
10:30 p.m. ACSD Annual Meeting, 

Other Recent School Board Meetings
Wednesday, March 8
5 a.m. John McCright - At the Ilsley
6:30 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
7:30 a.m. Author Talks and Interviews
10 a.m. Current Topics in Science
4:30 p.m. Neurodegenerative Disease
6 p.m. ACSD Annual Meeting, other 

Recent School Board Meetings 
Thursday, March 9
5 a.m. Yoga
6 a.m.  Author Talks and Interviews 
3 p.m. John McCright - At the Ilsley
4:30 p.m. Yoga for Kids
5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
6 p.m. State Board of Education
9:30 p.m. John McCright - At the Ilsley

FRIDAY, MARCH 3
PHOTOGRAPHY OPENING RECEPTION IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Friday, March 3, 4 -7 p.m., PhotoPlace 
Gallery, 3 Park St. Join in the celebration of the 
photographers selected for the exhibit “Parenthood.” 
Parenthood is a constantly changing state of being as 
a child grows older and life becomes more complex. 
Along the way are moments of bafflement, intense 
love, rage, hurt — every imaginable state of mind in 
both parent and child.

CHORAL CHAMELEON IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, 
March 3, 7:30 p.m., Robison Hall, Mahaney Arts 
Center, 72 Porter Field Rd. Come hear this 16-person 
vocal ensemble from NYC is nicknamed “America’s 
Test Kitchen for choral music” for fearlessly 
experimenting and championing unexpected and 
new combinations of music. Tickets $25/20/10/5; 
streaming tickets $15/5. More info at middlebury.
edu/events.

SATURDAY, MARCH 4
“THE BRIDGE TO 1777” LIVING HISTORY EVENT 
IN TICONDEROGA, N.Y. Saturday, March 4, 10 a.m.-
4 p.m., Fort Ticonderoga. In March 1777 American 
soldiers at Ticonderoga raced against time to prepare 
for the next British attack up Lake Champlain. On 
land and on ice soldiers labored to build a strong 
bridge across Lake Champlain, connecting both 
halves of the camp and blocking the big boats of 
the Royal Navy. Discover this difficult and dangerous 
work, and explore the myriad of military preparations 
afoot in March 1777.

UKRAINIAN EASTER EGG WORKSHOP IN 
VERGENNES. Saturday, March 4, noon-3 p.m., Bixby 
Memorial Library, 258 Main St. Local artist Eloise Beal 
will offer expert assistance in how to create Pysanky, 

or Ukrainian Easter Eggs. Attendees will be given 
their own kit to take home. While there, browse the 
display of books from Ukrainian authors and about 
the country’s history. For age 16 and older. Register 
at 802-877-2211 or on the sign-up sheet in the Bixby 
lobby.

BOOK RELEASE IN MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, March 
4, 4 p.m., The Congregational Church of Middlebury, 
2 Main St. Andi Lloyd and Andy Nagy-Benson 
will be reading from their recently released book, 
“Letters from the Ecotone: Ecology, Theology, and 
Climate Change.” Bill McKibben will offer introductory 
remarks. The Vermont Book Shop will have copies for 
sale. Reception to follow.

KING PEDE CARD PARTY IN FERRISBURGH. 
Saturday, March 4, 6:30 p.m., Ferrisburgh Town Hall 
and Community Center, Route 7. A sandwich supper 
and then on to techniques such as in Hearts and 
Spades or Pitch. This is a game of fun and skill so 
come prepared to use your strategic thinking. 

MARK ERELLI IN LINCOLN. Saturday, March 4, 7:30 
p.m., Burnham Hall, 52 E. River Rd. Mark Erelli, a 
veteran singer-songwriter, multi-instrumentalist, 
producer and touring artist visits The Ripton 
Community Coffee House stage for a new album 
release tour for “Lay Your Darkness Down.” Tickets 
$15/$20/$25 or pay what you can, available at 
802-388-9782, rcchfolks@gmail.com or rcch.org/
upcoming-shows.

SUNDAY, MARCH 5
“GOLDA” ON SCREEN IN MIDDLEBURY. Sunday, 
March 5, 2 p.m., Town Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant 
St. MNFF Selects presents the next installment in its 
winter film series. Shortly before her passing, Golda 
Meir was interviewed for Israeli television. After 

shooting ended, the cameras kept rolling, recording 
an intimate talk with the first and only woman to ever 
govern the State of Israel. As she lit one cigarette 
after another, Golda spoke freely, pleading her case 
for her term as Prime Minister — five turbulent years 
that secured her place in history, albeit at a high 
personal cost. Tickets: advance $14/walk-up $16, 
includes $2 fee, available at townhallthater.org or 
middfilmfest.org.

ART HISTORY LESSON IN MIDDLEBURY. Sunday, 
March 5, 10 a.m., Champlain Valley Unitarian 
Universalist Society, 2 Duane Ct. Kate Gridley and 
John Barstow will tell the amazing story of how 
CVUUS created the choir stoles. The choir will rock 
out with the house band. Onsite and on Zoom. For 
more info call 802-388-8080 or visit cvuus.org.

TUESDAY, MARCH 7
MIDDLEBURY GARDEN CLUB TALK: “GROWING 
A BEAUTIFUL, MEDICINAL PERENNIAL GARDEN” 
IN MIDDLEBURY. Tuesday, March 7, 1 p.m., Ilsley 
Public Library, 75 Main St. Red Wagon Plants nursery 
herbalist Sophie Cassel will introduce some lesser-
known perennial medicinal plants and give tips on 
selecting, growing and harvesting for both garden 
function and therapeutic use. Free. Open to all.

MEG MADDEN AUTHOR TALK IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Tuesday, March 7, 7 p.m., Ilsley Public Library, 75 Main 
St. Local author and everyone’s favorite amateur 
mycologist, Meg Madden will discuss her new book, 
“This is a Book for People Who Love Mushrooms,” a 
celebratory compendium of nature’s weirdest and most 
wonderful fungi, with gorgeously illustrated profiles 
of notable mushrooms and information on foraging, 
understanding, and appreciating these magnificent 
living things. Attend in person or virtually on Zoom. 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

CALENDAR M A R C H  3 - 1 5
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Zoom link available at ilsleypubliclibrary.org. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 10
PAINT, MOVIE AND PIZZA NIGHT IN LINCOLN. 

Friday, March 10 4:30-6 p.m., United Church of 
Lincoln, 23 Quaker St. 

ELTON JOHN & QUEEN WITH CLINT BIERMAN 

AND JOSH PANDA IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, March 
10, 7 p.m., Town Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. 
Join Clint Bierman and an all-star band for a 
celebration of music. This performance will be 
featuring the music of Queen and Elton John. 
This “All-Star Band” features some of Vermont’s 
best musicians including Middlebury’s own Clint 
Bierman. He will be joined by Josh Panda (NBC’s 
American Song Contest), The Grift’s Peter Day & 
Jeff Vallone, Steve Hadeka, Tyler Mast and more. 
Tickets $25 in advance/$30 at the door available at 
townhalltheater.org.

DOVER STRING QUARTET WITH HAOCHEN ZHANG, 

PIANO IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, March 10, 7:30 p.m., 
Robison Hall, Mahaney Arts Center, 72 Porter Field 
Rd. The celebrated Dover String Quartet joins forces 
with award-winning Chinese pianist Haochen Zhang 
to play a newly commissioned work: the Vermont 
premiere of Marc Neikrug’s Piano Quintet No. 2, “In 
Six Parts.” The work is paired with Brahms’ Piano 
Quintet in F minor, Op. 34. Tickets $25/20/10/5; 
streaming tickets $15/5, available at middlebury.
universitytickets.com.

SATURDAY, MARCH 11
MONTHLY WILDLIFE WALK IN MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, 
March 11, 8-10 a.m., meet at Otter View Park parking 
area, Weybridge St. and Pulp Mill Bridge Rd. Otter 
Creek Audubon and the Middlebury Area Land Trust 
invite community members to help survey birds 
and other wildlife at Otter View Park and the Hurd 
Grassland. Beginning birders are welcome. Come for all 

or part of the walk. For information, including the latest 
Covid constraints, call 802-388-6019 or 802-388-1007.

“ARTISTS IN THE ARCHIVES: EUROPEAN 

COLLAGISTS’ PERSPECTIVES ON AMERICAN 

ARCHIVES” VIRTUAL WEBINAR. Saturday, March 
11, 2 p.m., Zoom. p.m. Hear from an international 
network of collage artists on how they engaged with 
historic material in the Sheldon archives to create 
a folio of collage prints that reflect on the idea of 
community in a 21st century world. Free. Register at 
henrysheldonmuseum.org/events. 

KEVIN KARECKAS IN BRANDON. Saturday, March 11, 
3-5 p.m., Red Clover Ale, 43 Center St. Join Vergennes 
based multi-instrumentalist Kevin Kareckas for 
an afternoon of music, food and drink. This show 
features a hybrid set of familiar favorites, vocal 

originals, and instrumental music. Free to attend; 
cash and credit cards accepted for food and drink.

SUNDAY, MARCH 12
“FORTY POEMS FOR FORTY POUNDS” ON STAGE 

IN MIDDLEBURY. Sunday, March 12, 7 p.m., Town 
Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. For anyone who has 
struggled with self-worth through their relationship 
with food, “Forty Poems for Forty Pounds” is the work 
of Trish Dougherty, a poet, mother and graduate 
student at the Bread Loaf School of English who, 
after battling food, weight and self-esteem issues 
for years, decided to employ her strengths of 
self-perception, humor and the written word to 
wrestle her demons to the ground. Tickets general 
admission $20 adults/$15 students, available at 
townhalltheater.org.

PHOTOPLACE GALLERY
3 Park Street, Middlebury
For more info visit photoplacegallery.com.

“Parenthood,” an exhibit featuring a 
constantly changing state of being as a 
child grows older and life becomes more 
complex. An opening reception will be held 
Friday, March 3, 4-7 p.m. On view through 
March 24.

SHELDON MUSEUM
1 Park Street, Middlebury
For more info visit henrysheldonmuseum.org

“Artists in the Archives: Community, 

History & Collage.” Artists from Canada, 
Denmark, Ireland, Poland, Scotland, 
Ukraine, and several U.S. states created 
collages to explore how the archival 
material expresses an aspect of a 
community. On view through summer 2023.

SPARROW ART SUPPLY
52 Main Street, Middlebury
Visit sparrowartsupply.com or call 802-989-
7225  for more info.

“Magenta,” is an electrifying display of 
the color magenta. Showcasing works by 
over 50 artists, “Magenta” celebrates this 
vibrant hue across monotone pieces, and 
it appears as a pop of color to bring focus 
in others. This energetic all-media show 
exudes joy, optimism, and bravery, some 
inspiring qualities to carry throughout 2023. 
On view through March 11.

EXHIBITS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

Katy Foote Christy Lynn Jesse NorfordTom Van SantJenna Hunsinger

C A L L  U S 
T O D A Y 

TO FIND OUT HOW  
WE CAN HELP!

I T ’ S  N O T  A L L  L U C K !

ADVERTISEWITH US
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Wow! This contest’s artists really outdid themselves. We received 74 spectacular entries, many adorned with loads of color, sequins, glitter, rhinestones… the works.  
It was incredibly difficult to choose just 12 top entries, but we have selected the masterpieces below as our winners:

All participants are encouraged to visit our office at 58 Maple Street, Middlebury,
to pick up their artwork and/or prizes, along with a tasty treat, before 4pm on March 30th.

Thank you to our contest sponsors:

Spring is (almost) in the air: Our next coloring contest will start in April!

Avery Thacker, Age 4
Middlebury

Woody Ostrow-Lynn, Age 4
Middlebury

Evie Wilson. Age 6
Middlebury

Autumn Spritzer, Age 11
Middlebury

Georgia Gong, Age 11
Middlebury

George Cammack, Age 13
Ripton

Winter Winter FunFun  
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ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

Wow! This contest’s artists really outdid themselves. We received 74 spectacular entries, many adorned with loads of color, sequins, glitter, rhinestones… the works.  
It was incredibly difficult to choose just 12 top entries, but we have selected the masterpieces below as our winners:

All participants are encouraged to visit our office at 58 Maple Street, Middlebury,
to pick up their artwork and/or prizes, along with a tasty treat, before 4pm on March 30th.

Spring is (almost) in the air: Our next coloring contest will start in April!

Owen Cash, Age 6
Ripton

Elka Pryzperhart, Age 8
Middlebury

Tino Porteous, Age 7
Middlebury

Lily Swinton, Age 13
Middlebury

Pierce Murray, Age 22
Middlebury

TJ Ottas, Age 31
Middlebury

COLORING CONTEST WINNERSWinter Winter FunFun  
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ACROSS
1. Relaxing place
4. Plant by scattering
7. A type of explorer
12. Unique traits
15. Lady
16. Dismayed
18. Railway
19. Type of whale
20. Sodium
21. Manning and Lilly 
are two
24. Where golfers 
begin
27. Entrapped
30. Influential punk 
artist
31. Hebrew calendar 
month
33. Car mechanics 
group

34. Undesirable 
rodent
35. Minneapolis 
suburb
37. Witch
39. Get free of
41. A written proposal 
or reminder
42. British School
44. Country on west 
coast of Africa
47. Cool!
48. Information
49. __ route
50. Jim Nantz’s 
network
52. Something to 
register (abbr.)
53. Give cards 
incorrectly
56. One who’s 

learning on the job
61. Stevenson 
adventure novel
63. Taking careful 
notice
64. CNN’s founder
65. Speak badly of

DOWN
1. A person with 
unusual powers of 
foresight
2. Single sheet of 
glass
3. Portrays a character
4. Expresses 
happiness
5. Acquires
6. “The Martian” 
author
7. Degree

Sudoku
Each Sudoku puzzle 
consists of a 9x9 
grid that has been 
subdivided into nine 
smaller grids of 3x3 
squares. To solve 
the puzzle each row, 
column and box must 
contain each of the 
numbers 1 to 9. Puzzles 
come in three grades: 
easy, medium and 
difficult. 

Level: Medium

This week’s puzzle solutions can be found on Page 13.

8. 60-minute intervals
9. A detective’s pal
10. Group of nations 
(abbr.)
11. Popular Georgia 
rockers
12. Fencing swords
13. Basement
14. Samoan monetary 
unit
17. Male parent
22. Finnish lake
23. A smooth fabric
24. Arctic explorers 
(abbr.)

25. Mild yellow Dutch 
cheese
26. Very willing
28. Expressed 
pleasure
29. Lasso
32. Hindu model of 
ideal man
36. Move your head in 
approval
38. Ill-__: gained 
illegally
40. Die
43. Accused publicly
44. Precious stone

45. Individual thing or 
person
46. Behaved in a way 
that degraded
51. Derogatory term
54. No seats available
55. Liability
56. Popular beverage
57. Tough outer skin 
of fruit
58. __ Spumante 
(Italian wine)
59. Troubles
60. Negative
62. Camper

s p o n s o r e d  byPUZZLESPUZZLES PPet of et of the the WWeekeek
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 Pets In Need
HOMEWARD BOUND

 Addison County’s Humane Society

Bill
Bill will be a hardworking youngster 
in the right scenario who will take 
rodent control seriously! He is less 
than 2 years old and is best suited 
in an indoor/outdoor or outdoor-
only environment. He is not very 
social and enjoys his personal 
space. Bill is available as part of 
Paws on the Job, our working cat 
program.

Messy
Messy is a super affectionate 
5-year-old who, despite her name, 
is very clean! Her previous owner 
had named her Messy because 
of her “messy” spotted coat. 

Messy can be a little shy at first, 
but once she warms up she is a total 

sweetheart. She is startled by the loud 
noises of the shelter and would do best in 

a quiet home. She did not get along with cats in her previous 
home and she has not seemed to like dogs here in shelter.

Macchiato and Biscoito are a pair of 
wonderful and loving 13.5-year-olds. Biscoito 
is a short-haired, classy-looking guy who 
is always looking for someone to talk to. 
He enjoys wand toys if they move slow 
enough for him to keep up. Biscoito has 
hyperthyroidism and is on a low-cost 
medication that he receives twice daily. 
Macchiato is a long-haired, beautiful lady 
who enjoys relaxing while always looking 
camera ready! She doesn’t see a need for 
toys and thinks they would most likely ruin her 
flowy hair. Macchiato and Biscoito have been together for 
a long time and would be best adopted together. They are slow to 
warm up to other cats and we are unsure how they would like dogs.

Want to learn more?
Call or check our website. We may have a pet for you!

802-388-1100 | HomewardBoundAnimals.org
236 Boardman Street | Middlebury, VT

Jax
Jax is less than 2 years old and is 
best suited in an indoor/outdoor 
or outdoor-only environment with 
shelter, food, and water provided 
if needed. He is not very social and 
enjoys his personal space. Jax is 
available as part of Paws on the Job, 
our working cat program.

Macchiato & Biscoito

Story
Story is a 4.5-year-old spayed, 
domestic long-haired mix female. 
She is affectionate, friendly to all 
people, mostly a couch potato, but 

playful at times and loves to play 
with water at the sink. Story loves to 

be held and involved in everything you 
do. She uses her litter box faithfully and 

is up-to-date on her medical care. She previously suffered an 
injury and is given a joint supplement ($8/month). There are 
no mobility issues and she readily takes the supplement. Story 
is a beautiful, people-oriented cat, but must be the only pet in 
the home. She is part of our 3rd party adoption program.

Proud to help you provide quality care for all of your pets,
we know your animal companions are a central part of your life! 

PET FOOD
Quality Brands Including:

ASK ABOUT OURPet Food ClubEarn rewards for your purchases!

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
338 Exchange Street, Middlebury

388-4937 • www.MiddleburyAgway.com
Mon - Fri 8-6 • Sat 8-5 • Sundays 9-4

Open 
7 days

Join our email list
 for preferred

customer savings!

TOYS &
TREATS

SELF SERVEAccessories
 & Grooming 

Supplies
Leashes • Harnesses 
Collars • Clothing 

Food Dishes 
Storage Bins 

 Beds & Baskets
Brushes, shampoos, skin treatment, ointments to keep your

pets’ coats healthy and problem free!
Kennels, Dog Houses & Carrying Cases
Come in and check the variety we have in stock!

   Large & Small Animal Products
    • Feed • Supplements • Training & Grooming Supplies
    • Cages, Foods, Treats & Bedding 
    • Bird food, toys and cages
    • Basics for fish, too!

Everything you need for pet support!

Feeders,
 Seed & Suet, 

Houses & 
Accessories.

Wild Bird 
Supplies

YOUR YARD, GARDEN AND PET PLACE™   •  www.middleburyagway.com

Think of Agway when you think of your pets!

Meet Meet 
Blue!Blue!
Blue arrived in Vermont in 
2017 from South Carolina 
with the name of Sandy. 
We did not think the 
name fitting. So, she is 
officially Cassandra Blue 
or just Blue to us. Check 
out her cool eyes. She 
moved to Bristol with us 
this past September from 
Huntington, where she ruled 
over our neighborhood 
(from her bay window perch) 
and trails. She has quickly 
made it known here who is 
in charge in our new Bristol 
neighborhood. Blue is now 
about eight years old but 
moves like a puppy. She is 
sweet, strong and fast!

Rebecca and Terry Ryan
Bristol

PPet of et of the the WWeekeek

PHOTO/BOBBI LOCICERO

news@addisonindependent.com

What is  
Pet of the Week?

Here at the Addy Indy we LOVE our 
pets. We also love publishing here at 
the local newspaper. So... put them 
together and you get PET OF THE 

WEEK, where we publish the news of 
how fabulous your pets are for FREE! 

Send a picture to our news team with 
a short description of your best buds.

Pet of the 
WEEK
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This comfortable two-bedroom home is located on a large corner lot in a lovely 
Middlebury neighborhood. The home features a large kitchen, a spacious living room 
with a fireplace, and sturdy oak floors. On the bottom level you’ll find a half-bath, 
as well as a washer and dryer. The lot has a nice open yard with plenty of room for 
recreation, pets and gardens. Located just off Route 116, this home is close to downtown 

Middlebury and also near state parks and trails. 
This property is a perfect location to enjoy the 
Champlain Valley and all it has to offer.

15 DREW LANE, MIDDLEBURY
$325,000

A LOOK INSIDE ADDISON COUNTY HOMES FOR SALE

Great location near Middlebury and more

HOMETH
E

This week’s property is managed by Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices.  More info at www.vtregroup.com.
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WALLACE REALTY
48 Mountain Terrace

Bristol, VT 05443
PH 802-453-4670 • FAX 802-453-5898

Visit our websites at:
www.wallacere.com

www.greenbuiltvermont.com

Please call Kelly, Claire, or Tom

EQUAL  
HOUSING   
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 as amended 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons receiving 
public assistance, or an intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will not  knowingly 
accept any advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of discrimination, call 
HUD Toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.

Email Christy@addisonindEpEndEnt.Com to find out how.

Add your piece!  Add your piece!  
Be the next sponsor of the puzzle page.

PUZZLEPUZZLE
SOLUTIONS March 2, 2023

ESTATE
REAL
Now is a great time to buy or sell a property!  
Let our real estate section do the work,  
so you can get cozy with a new home this winter.

Give us a call and we’ll help you connect with  
Addison County homebuyers, sellers & professionals.

ads@addisonindependent.com
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SHOREHAM  NEW LISTING!
51 MAIN STREET
MLS #4944074| $299,000
4 BD  |  1 BA  | 2135 SF | 0.76 AC

Located in the heart of Shoreham 
village, this charming farmhouse 
has been beautifully redone and 
freshly painted. It’s waiting for you 
to move right in! Original detailing 
has been left in tact, including 
trim work, doors and the old door 
knobs. Four spacious bedrooms. 
An inviting front porch enters into 
living room—watch and engage in 
Village comings and goings from 
both. Large dining area for all of 
your gatherings. Abundant natural 
light and a palette of soft spring hues 
keep the interior bright and cheery. 
Additional room on the second 
fl oor could be used as an offi ce or 
den. The unfi nished attic would be 
a great place to add an extra bath. 
One car detached garage provides 
for extra storage. The 0.76 acres 
offers plenty of lawn for play while 
remaining manageable for upkeep. 
Walking distance to the Shoreham 
Inn, library, schools, church and town 
hall and within a 20 minute drive 
to either Vergennes or Middlebury.

ipjrealestate.com
34 Main Street, downtown Middlebury

info@ipjrealestate.com  |  802.388.4242

ddison County’s housing inventory remains 
very low with only about 25 properties actively 
available throughout the county as of Feb. 24. 
That said, the current housing market is in a state 
of transition as prices have stabilized, and buyer 

competition has eased a bit.

We continue to find that appropriately priced, move-in 
ready properties are still experiencing competition from 
buyers and are therefore often only on the market for a 
shorter number of days.  On the other hand, properties 
that have been priced substantially higher than their 
competition, or need some TLC tend to be on the 
market for longer, and may even see price reductions, 
ultimately leading to more time on market with less 
buyer competition. 

As we approach the spring season, it is expected 
that more properties will come on the market as it is 
common for home sellers to wait for warmer weather 
to list. Spring in Vermont is often more favorable for 
buyers to be planning their next step, and of course, 
for both buyers and sellers to actually move. However, 
there are many prospective sellers that would like to 
move on from their current property, but the fear of not 
finding their next house has made them hesitant.  

Ultimately, it is hard to know how much of what we are 
currently seeing is due to seasonal ebbs and flows of 
the market, interest rates, or buyers simply being priced 
out of the market. 

The best way for both buyers and sellers to achieve 
their real estate goals is by planning ahead. Real estate 
agent’s expertise of the market can help consumers 
hone in on the most important pre-sale/pre-purchase 
activities, as well as helping them to work through 
potential pitfalls. This can make a transaction more 
successful for everyone involved. Remember that not all 
agents are created equal. Be sure to enlist the services of 
a local, full-time agent that knows your marketplace.

ADVICE
F R O M  A D D I S O N  C O U N T Y  

R E A L  E S T A T E  P R O S

A

The Addison Independent asked seven local real estate professionals for 
advice on understanding the housing market in Addison County. These 

columns will be published weekly here in the Arts+Leisure section. 

How Is Addison County’s 
Housing inventory?

J I L L  F R A G A
T H E  R E A L  E S T A T E 

C O M P A N Y  O F  V E R M O N T, 
B R I S T O L
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32 Merchants Row, Middlebury, VT  
802-388-9836  •  www.vtregroup.com

Vermont 
Town 
Meeting Day 
Is Tuesday, 
March 7th.

Make sure 
your voice 
is heard and 
get out and 
Vote!

Community Corner

15 Drew Lane
Middlebury, VT 05753 

Price: $325,000 
MLS: 4943041

52 Carver Street
Brandon, VT 05733
Price: $445,000
MLS: 4939521

This comfortable two-bedroom is located 
on a large corner lot in a lovely Middlebury 

neighborhood. The home features a 
large kitchen open to the dining room, 
an ample sized living room, and sturdy 
oak floors. It is also close to downtown 

Middlebury.

This three bedroom home has been completely 
renovated from top to bottom! It has a new roof, 
fuel tank, kitchen, and more. It is conveniently 
located to downtown Brandon, where you will 
find restaurants, art galleries, and an award 

winning craft 
brewery. 

Local agents who know the Addison County market

70 Court Street, Middlebury, VT 
802-989-7522  |  ChamplainValleyProperty.net

Heather Foster-Provencher 
 802-989-2770

cvprophfp@gmail.com

Nancy Foster
802-989-2772

cvpropnf@comcast.net

Diana Berthiaume 
802-236-2725

diana411@comcast.net

John Snyder-White 
802-989-1066

cvpropjsw@gmail.com

January Stearns has been a Realtor in Addison 
County for 23 years. Growing up in Cornwall on 

the family farm has given her a wealth of practical 
knowledge and a solid base in the community. 

January has not only been increasing her success in 
real estate but has also been integral in the building 

of her family’s businesses: Peet Farm Greenhouses and 
S&J Stearns, Inc.  January enjoys meeting new people and 

helping her clients with their various real estate needs. So if 
you’re looking for personalized service from an experienced 

agent who enjoys helping others, January would be a great fit.

Spotlight on Realtor
January Stearns

January Stearns
802-236-4424  |  cvpropjs@gmail.com
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