
By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Like its 

beloved golden-aged patrons, 
Elderly Services Inc. (ESI) has 
witnessed and experienced a lot of 
changes since birth.

The much-revered nonprofit was 
launched in 1981 to offer basic 
daycare services to seniors in one 
big room in the Middlebury United 
Methodist Church basement.

ESI now delivers comprehensive 
counseling, educational 
programming, entertainment and 
daycare to around 80 elders at its 
own spacious and modern Harry 
& Jeanette Weinberg Center for 
Elderly Services at 112 Exchange 
St.

Still, one thing has remained 
constant at ESI during the past 
33 years: The able stewardship of 
Executive Director Joanne Corbett.

But just as a book moves its 
storyline through chapters, ESI 
will begin another one this spring 
with a new executive director — 
Kristin Bolton.

It’s a new era that will continue 
to include Corbett, this time in a 
new capacity: As a part-time social 
worker providing direct care to a 
demographic she’s now joined. 
At age 70, Corbett is ready for 
the professional transition, a gig 
she’d like to see last for the next 
10 years.

Then it’s on to the next chapter 
— most likely as an Elderly 
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Raising the bar
An East Middlebury yoga teacher 
is succeeding at a new avocation: 
powerlifting. See Arts + Leisure.
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Tiger time
The MUHS girls closed with a 
pair of wins at home, one over 
rival Vergennes. See Page 1B.

Future of Ag
Our special pages inside looks 
at FFA and what it means to the 
agricultural sector, and to youths.

Students celebrate the 
culture of  Cameroon
Festival brings West Africa to Lincoln 

$3M spending hike is offered in ANWSD Candidates air 
their viewsTax rates pegged to spike

Nonprofit 
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arrives in 
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Mexican migrants share stories of their journey, life in Vt.

Four vie for a seat on Lincoln 
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her after a great run 
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By MARIN HOWELL 
LINCOLN — While a wintry 

mix of snow and freezing rain fell 
outside the Lincoln Community 
School this past Friday, those 
inside the elementary school were 
being transported to the tropical 
destination of Cameroon. 

The smells of West African 
cuisine filled the air and brightly 
colored clothing and hand-woven 
baskets adorned the cafeteria. 
Students at Lincoln Community 
School (LCS) were celebrating 
the end of their cultural studies 
program on Cameroon and shared 
with family and community 
members in attendance what 
they’d learned about the West 

African country.
Each winter, students at LCS 

participate in an intensive study 
of another culture for four to six 
weeks. This year, students explored 
different elements of Cameroonian 
culture. 

“We think it’s important to 
bring awareness of other cultures, 
so that students can learn about 
the differences and similarities of 
people throughout the world,” said 
Patty Schoenhuber, the first- and 
second-grade teacher at LCS. 

The Feb. 17 festival was the 
culmination of this year’s cultural 
studies program. During the 
event, students shared what they’d 

LINCOLN COMMUNITY SCHOOL students perform a dance with Lucy Lekunze during the school’s 
Festival of Cameroon this past Friday. The festival highlighted what students learned during their 
intensive study of the West African country this winter, and celebrated elements of Cameroonian culture. 

Photo courtesy of Patty Schoenhuber

By MARIN HOWELL 
VERGENNES — For many of 

Addison County’s Latin American 
migrant farmworkers, the road 
to Vermont is a difficult one. The 
journey is expensive, dangerous 
and often means leaving behind 

your family and community 
without the guarantee that you will 
return. 

Once in Vermont, many migrant 
farmworkers face additional 
challenges as they navigate 
a different culture, a foreign 

language and a new type of work. 
“I like it here, but it’s hard to be 

away from my family, especially 
my children. We lose everything 
when we come here,” said Luis, a 
Mexican man who works on a farm 
in Addison County.

He was one of three young men 
who had made that journey and 
who talked about it on a migrant 
farmworker panel discussion held 
at Bixby Memorial Free Library in 
Vergennes on Saturday. The three 
participants in the panel discussion 

had all migrated to Vermont 
from an indigenous community 
in Oaxaca, Mexico, to work on a 
dairy farm here. Around four dozen 
community members gathered to 
hear what the three had to say.

By ANDY KIRKALDY
CORNWAL — Maple 

Broadband, Addison County’s 
nonprofit internet provider, has 
connected its first nine customers 
to high-speed, fiber-optic service in 
parts of three towns — Cornwall, 
Salisbury and Middlebury.

Maple Broadband has strung 
25.7 miles of fiber optic lines in 
those three towns, and 62 more 
customers have signed up and will 
be connected next, according to the 
provider’s leaders.

The leaders of the 
Communications Union District 
(CUD) added Maple Broadband 
plans to lay more than 100 miles 
of fiber in 2023, bringing service 
this year to more of Cornwall 
and Salisbury, most of Shoreham, 
portions of Orwell and Whiting, 
and a small corner of northwest 
Leicester.

Eventually, Maple Broadband — 
one of nine Vermont CUDs — and 
its private-sector partner Waitsfield 
Champlain Valley Telecom plan to 
provide fiber optic internet service 
to all unserved and underserved 
areas in the CUD’s 20 member 
towns. 

Maple Broadband leaders, 
government officials, and 
customers of the Addison County 
CUD held a press conference on 
Wednesday at Cornwall Town Hall 

The images chronicling the 
devastation of the earthquakes 
in Turkey and Syria have been 
heart-wrenching. Many in 
Addison County would like to 
help, but it’s tough when you’re 
thousands of miles away from 
the situation. But donations 
will help, and a local group has 
initiated an “Earthquake Relief 
Community Bake Sale” to be 
held on Middlebury’s Merchants 

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — Addison Northwest School District 

(ANWSD) residents on March 7 will decide the fate of 
a district budget proposal that calls for a roughly 13% 
spending increase of about $3 million to $25,312,768.

District officials acknowledge the increase is the largest 
since ANWSD unification. In the district’s annual report, 
ANWSD Board Chair John Stroup cited “extraordinary 
cost drivers, especially healthcare, transportation and 

energy cost — all double-digit increases.”
In an interview with the Independent, Stroup reinforced 

those increases, over which the board has little control, 
while noting the budget preserves all schools’ educational 
and extracurricular offerings. 

He added the budget also addresses growing student 
needs, while funding projected salary increases for 
teachers and already agreed-upon support staff wage 
hikes intended to make ANWSD competitive with its 
neighboring districts. 

“It makes some important investments in our people … 

to align our employees’ pay with the region,” Stroup said. 
“And it makes some particular investments in issues for 
student need.”

Those investments include two new positions, a 
middle-school principal and an administrative post at 
Vergennes Union Elementary School. 

Also increasing are property and liability insurance, 
and tuition for Hannaford Career Center students due 
to a major proposed increase in career center spending 
(residents vote on the Career Center budget separately).

(See ANWSD, Page 11A)

Ice time
DURING MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE’S 

Winter Carnival Ice Show at Chip 
Kenyon Arena on Saturday, (left) 
Ruby Harrison-Irwin, Mattisen Austin 
and Addie Young perform in a group 
piece. Below, five little Panthers 
watch the Zamboni do its thing 
while preparing to go out on the ice 
for their performance to the theme 
song from “Pink Panther.” See more 
photos on Pages 2A and 4A.

Photos by Melanie Gaiotti 
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Members
Take An Extra 
20% Off

Member or Not...Anyone Can Shop at the Co-op!

OFF

(Expires  Thursday, 3/02/23)
(minimum purchase $3.00)

(excludes alcohol)
(limit one per customer)

ANY
SMOOTHIE

INGREDIENT

Sales effective from Thurs., February 23rd to Wed., March 1st No Case or Wine Discounts

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — The 

Middlebury selectboard has 
unanimously decided that the Ilsley 
Library should be expanded and 
renovated at its current location 
at 75 Main St., a project roughly 
estimated at $14.8 million.

Renovation/expansion was one 
of four options the Ilsley Library 
100 Project Team had been 
reviewing to correct deficiencies 
plaguing the Ilsley’s historic, 
99-year-old building. As previously 
reported by the Independent, 
Ilsley officials contend the current 
building affords inadequate and 
poorly configured space that isn’t 
meeting the community’s service 
expectations. It has low ceilings 
and support columns; has a poorly 
lit and under-sized children’s 
area that suffers from ground 
water leaks, mold and a broken 

wastewater system that causes 
offensive odors; needs better 
amenities for teens and ‘tweens; 
and has areas and resources that 
aren’t accessible to some folks 
who are physically challenged.

The Ilsley 100 team developed 
four concepts for addressing the 
Ilsley’s issues, including simply 
renovating the current building, 
renovating it while complementing 
it with an annex somewhere 
nearby, renovating and expanding 
the structure on site, or building a 
new structure. Price tags for those 
option ranged from $5.5 million (to 
simply renovate on site) to build a 
new structure off Bakery Lane for 
around $23 million.

After an intensive review of 
each option, supplemented with 
public feedback, the Project 100 
team on Feb. 14 asked selectboard 
members to endorse expanding/

renovating on site.
They did.
“We’re excited to see it,” a 

beaming selectboard Chairman 
Brian Carpenter said of what is 
a major milestone in the Ilsley’s 
multi-year makeover effort.

Ilsley officials can now focus 
on furthering the renovation/
expansion plan, which will initially 
entail sending out a request for 
qualifications (RFQ) to regional 
architectural-design firms while 
working with a fundraising 
consultant to determine how much 
of the project costs can be raised 
through donations and grants, and 
how much will have to be asked 
from local taxpayers through a 
bond.

The selectboard has given the 
Ilsley 100 team permission to 
proceed with an RFQ and offer 
$5,000 stipends to each of the top 

four responding firms to develop 
drawings on how they would pull 
off the library project. The firm 
that presents the best plan will get 
the design contract.

“It would be like a design 
competition,” said Ilsley Library 
board President Joe McVeigh. 
“Our hope is by this summer to 
have some things to show people.”

Ilsley 100 team officials sided 
with renovating and expanding 
the library on site largely because 
it would create enough additional 
square footage to achieve the 
community’s vision for a new 
space at a much lower cost than 
building new. This option calls for 
fixing the original 1924 building 
while adding square footage in 
one or more locations for a total of 
24,256 square feet. Portions of the 
library’s 1977 and 1988 additions 

Ilsley Library plan set: Renovate, expand on site

(See Ilsley, Page 3A)

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Local 

advocates for the homeless 
continue to battle for resources 
to assist one of the state’s most 
vulnerable populations, and they’ve 
developed another currency — to 
go along with people power and 
dollars — to assist in their efforts: 
Information.

The Addison County Housing 
Coalition has created a new 
webpage that explains, in detail, 
the extent of the 
homeles sness 
problem in 
Addison County 
and how people 
can help. The 
w e b p a g e ’ s 
a u t h o r s 
said they’re 
committed to 
updating the site regularly to make 
sure it reflects the latest stats, 
programs and donation options.

The aim of the site — hosted by 
the United Way of Addison County 
(UWAC) — is to draw people’s 
attention and turn it into action.

“We wanted (the webpage) to be 
the beginning of the conversation,” 
said Helena Van Voorst, UWAC 
executive director. “A lot of the 
time folks don’t see homelessness 
in Addison County, so it’s pretty 
easy to pretend it doesn’t happen 
here.”

But it does, and local facilities 
like Middlebury’s Charter House 
Emergency Shelter and John 
Graham Housing & Services in 
Vergennes are on the front lines. 
The Charter House, led by Heidi 
Lacey, continues to be full. It’s 
currently approved for 26 beds, 
with an additional three beds that 
can be used during an emergency.

The origin of the “Homelessness 
in Addison County” webpage 
can be traced to late last year. 
Lacey was among those asked to 
join a Vermont Coalition to End 
Homelessness ad hoc committee 
to plan Homelessness Awareness 
Day, which was Jan. 19. Among 
other things, the panel prepared 
events and exhibits to underscore 
the challenges faced by houseless 
persons and the nonprofits that 
serve them.

At the same time, the committee 
encouraged leaders in each 
Vermont county to create their own 
displays reminding their neighbors 
the extent to which homelessness 
exists in their midst.

“We wanted to provide a 
space that’s ongoing, for any 
interested party to see, learn and 
get involved (in the fight against 
homelessness),” Lacey said.

Addison County advocates’ 
strategy included the new webpage 
appropriately. Lacey, Van Voorst 
and other members of the Addison 

County Housing Coalition got 
content for the webpage by mining 
many local, state and federal sources 
— and human services partners — 
to produce a remarkable archive 
that can be found at tinyurl.com/
HomelessAC. The site features 
five categories of homelessness 
information, including statistics, 
housing availability, the 
organizations tackling the problem, 
real-life stories of those who are 
living through the challenge, and 

how folks can 
help.

“ A d d i s o n 
County has 
a housing 
crisis. Market 
conditions, the 
lack of available 
housing for sale 
and rent, and 

the condition of our housing stock 
all contribute to what has become 
a deeply pressing issue for our 
community,” reads the preamble 
to the Homelessness in Addison 
County webpage. “The lack of 
housing not only affects those 
who are here and seeking a place 
to live, but it also prevents the 
community from attracting people 
to live and work here. The problem 
is complex, but it can be solved.”

Did you know that in Addison 
County:

• 18 adults and four children are 
currently living in motels. 

• 85 local households are 
currently waiting for housing to 
become available. Of these, 16 are 
households that include children.

• 25 people are living outside.
• There are currently 491 

affordable housing units in our 
area, with no vacancies.

• On average, around 40 
affordable apartments become 
available each year through the 
Addison County Community 
Trust. The Trust each year receives 
around 350-400 applications for 
housing.

“The numbers are pretty 
shocking,” Van Voorst said.
VERMONT IS THIRD

According to 2022 statistics 
provided through the U.S. 
Department of Housing & Urban 
Development (HUD), Vermont has 
one of the highest homelessness 
rates in the county: 43 persons per 
10,000 population.

“It’s pretty sobering to see we’re 
third, behind places like the District 
of Columbia and California,” Van 
Voorst said.

At the same time, Vermont is 
one of the most successful states in 
sheltering its homeless population. 
Vermont is sheltering 98% of its 
residents who identify as homeless, 
according to HUD.

“I think that speaks to the 

Nonprofits building 
a case for housing
Website offers tutorial on big problem

Unhoused in 
Addison County 

We have a housing crisis. 
Learn more about it online at:
unitedwayaddisoncounty.org/

homelessness-awareness-day

(See Homelessness, Page 3A)

By MARIN HOWELL 
LINCOLN — Lincoln’s Town 

Meeting Day ballot will feature a 
four-way race to fill an open seat on 
the town’s selectboard. Incumbent 
Oakley Smith announced he wion’t 
seek another two-year term on the 
board. 

Joe Martell, Dennis Filion, Conor 
McDonough and Jacob Peirce are 
the four residents competing for 
the open seat. 

The Independent posed four 
questions to the candidates to learn 
more about their candidacy, and 
their responses are printed below.  

1. Please provide a brief bio, 
including any experience in 

civil service.
Martell: I’ve been here in 

Lincoln all my life, 95% of my 
life. I’ve been a bus driver, that’s 
what I’ve been doing most of life. 
I’ve been a bus driver in Bristol, 
Addison, Lincoln, Hinesburg. 
There aren’t too many places I 
haven’t driven, and I’m still driving 
right here in Lincoln. 

Filion: I retired a few years ago, 
from a 33-year career, as a science 
teacher at Winooski High School. 
I coached high school sports for 
over 40 years and refereed high 
school soccer for over 45 years. 
Five years ago, my wife of over 45 
years, Jonnie, and I moved back to 
the area, as I grew up in Bristol. I 
currently am a part-time handyman 
in the area. 

McDonough: My name is Conor 

McDonough, I am 28 years old, 
was born and raised in the town 
of Lincoln, and have moved back 
recently after working for Michigan 
State University for six years to be 
closer to my family. I have a brother, 
sister in-law, and two nieces in 
town as well as my parents, living 
in a community I love and enjoy. 

Peirce: I was born in Danvers, 
Mass., but then moved to Lincoln 
when I was just under two-years-
old. I attended Lincoln elementary 
and graduated from Mt. Abraham. 
I attended the University of Maine 
at Machias and graduated with a 
Bachelor’s degree in Environmental 
Science. I worked as a backcountry 
researcher in Wood Tikchik State 
Park in Alaska and then as an 
instructor at Newfound Harbor 
Marine Institute on Big Pine 
Key in Florida. I moved back 
to Vermont and began working 
as a paraprofessional at Lincoln 

elementary school. I moved on to 
Lincoln Applied Geology as an 
environmental scientist and have 
been an environmental scientist 
for roughly 25 years. I have served 
in the Lincoln Volunteer Fire 
Department since 1997, minus 
approximately seven years of 
travel out of state. I am an active 
member of the LVFD currently. 

2. What motivated you to run 
for the Lincoln selectboard?
Filion: Politics has been an 

interest for me for many years, but 
until recently I have not had the time 
to get involved. The science in me 
likes to problem solve, and I have 
the life experiences, temperament 
and respectfulness to contribute 
positively to the community in 
dealing with selectboard issues. 

McDonough: I am motivated 
by my love for community 
involvement to run for selectboard 
and remember as a kid the town 
struggled to fill all the positions on 
the board and figured this would be 
a good way for me to give back to 
a place I hold dear. We have seen 
members like Bill Finger serve 
the town dutifully for many years 
and I think it is time a younger 
generation stepped to the plate to 
offer assistance as well. I don’t say 
that as in we should replace anyone 
or “out with the old in with the 
new,” but I think it’s important for 
our younger generations of citizens 
to get involved and learn from 
those who have been here so we 

can continue to promote a healthy 
and happy town of Lincoln. 

Peirce: I am running to continue 
serving the community of Lincoln 
in the capacity of selectman. 

Martell: I want to see a change 
in this town.  

3. What do you think are the 
most pressing issues Lincoln is 

currently facing?
McDonough: The biggest 

issue I see in our town is we grow 
amazing young individuals in our 
community, but when they wish 
to be here as long-term residents, 
they struggle to afford to stay in 
the town they love and helped 
shape them. I think exploring 
options to bring affordable housing 
to Lincoln would be a great help to 
our town. 

Peirce: I think taxes are a big 
issue and on the same hand would 
support higher wages for all staff at 
our local schools. I would not like 
to see Lincoln school closed. High 
wages and affordable housing are 
important but the money has to 
come from somewhere. 

Martell: We need a road crew 
in this town. That’s what the 
most important thing is right now, 
getting a road crew and getting our 
road crew back in town. 

Filion: I want to be clear that I 
am running for this position with 
no personal agenda. I look forward 
to contributing to the normal 
selectboard processes, budget, 

DENNIS FILION

(See Lincoln, Page 3A)

Meet the Lincoln selectboard candidates

Showtime
AT THE MIDDLEBURY College Winter Carnival 

Ice Show on Saturday Adelynn Leonard, above, is 
costumed in a Hawaiian shirt and seven skaters, 
right, twirl and pose: Matty Austin, Zia Hamilton, 
Willow Heywood, Abby Ho, Avery Hohenschau, 
Oprea Littlefield and Sydney Safran.

Photos by Melanie Gaiotti
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would be selectively demolished to 
make room for the expansion.

Advocates for “option B” are 
also pleased it would retain the 
current 1924 structure, a gift from 
the late Civil War Union Army 
Col. Silas Augustine Ilsley.

Option B includes all soft costs 
the town might incur, including 
professional fees. It doesn’t include 
the costs of renting a temporary 
library location that would 
house around half of the Ilsley’s 
collection during construction, nor 
the expenses for moving library 
resources from 75 Main St. to the 
temporary spot and then back again 
when the project is completed.

Ilsley Library Director Dana 
Hart told the selectboard that 
renting a temporary collections 
space for two years could cost 
roughly $500,000, while the back-

and-forth costs of moving half the 
collection to the temporary spot 
(and safely storing the other half) 
could be in the $130,000 range.

“We will get more accurate 
information when we identify a 
building to move into,” she said.

Project boosters stressed they 
want to minimize impacts on 
taxpayers, who in the not-too-
distant future could also be asked 
to bankroll significant renovations 
to multiple Addison Central School 
District buildings. To that end, the 
Ilsley 100 team is proposing to 
hire consultant Christine Graham 
to conduct a library project 
fundraising feasibility study this 
fall. Graham’s work will include 
outreach to potential big donors 
while searching for other non-tax 
revenues.

While simply renovating the 
structure would be the cheapest 

option, that would “just be putting 
a Band Aid on a flawed building, 
for our current purposes,” McVeigh 
told the Independent during a 
January interview.

The Project 100 team has 
already identified eight grants for 
which the project is eligible and 
competitive, totaling $1,095,000. 
Ilsley Library is also expected to 
be competitive for a portion of the 
$26 million in combined American 
Rescue Plan Act funding and 
federal earmark money that will 
be available at the discretion of the 
Vermont Department of Libraries, 
according to project advocates.

“Of course, to move ahead with 
this, we’re going to have to figure 
out how to pay for it,” McVeigh 
said.

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

Ilsley
(Continued from Page 2A)

incredible work of John Graham 
Housing & Services, the Charter 
House and others are doing to keep 
people sheltered,” Van Voorst said.

Lacey hopes the new webpage 
can also become an informational 
asset to faith-based and civic 
groups tackling housing issues. 
The site can provide something 
as simple as an email address to a 
state legislator, or even an idea on 
where affordable housing is most 
needed. 

“We feel we’re doing a good 
job connecting with those who are 
houseless. The goal of the website, 
though, was to really bring our 
community members in,” she said. 
“There are a lot of conversations 
going on at the state level, a lot of 
community groups getting together 
to talk about affordable housing. As 
service providers, we’re not always 
able to be at every single meeting.”

One of the biproducts of the 
COVID-19 pandemic is that it 
helped human services officials get 
a better handle on the extent of the 
homeless population, Lacey said. 
And the feds pumped more money 

into the system to care for those 
without homes.

“We really provided the net, 
in terms of motels, hotels and 
transitional housing,” she said. 
“What we’re beginning to see, 
as the funding (declines)… folks 
might be coming back. They might 
once again find themselves very 
vulnerable.”

Of particular concern to 
advocates was the recent decline 
in Vermont Emergency Rental 
Assistance Program benefits, a 
factor Lacey believes will result in 
more people becoming homeless. 
Another bad sign: While the 
Vermont Housing Authority earlier 
this year made 500 Section 8 rental 
vouchers available to qualifying 
citizens, 1,900 people applied. 
That means at least 1,400 people  
— about three out of four Section 
8 applicants — continue to search 
for permanent shelter.

On the brighter side, Lacey noted 
the Legislature is considering 
an initiative to boost the state’s 
housing stock and more towns are 
revising their zoning ordinances to 
make it easier to develop affordable 

homes. Middlebury has taken this 
route and will soon be evaluating 
a proposal to build up to 250 new 
units of mixed-income housing off 
Seminary Street Extension.

But it could be a while before 
legislation and zoning changes pay 
housing dividends, and many need 
shelter right now.

“There’s good change happening 
there,” Lacey said. “The 
conversations are being had about 
sustainability, but I think we’ll 
see another 12-18 months of real 
uncertainty.”

The new webpage is also 
intended to open a dialogue with 
landlords, according to Lacey.

“There are funds to assist them, 
with property improvements if 
they’re willing to get involved. But 
I think oftentimes, landlords may 
feel skepticism — do they rent to 
someone who requires affordable 
housing? And that’s warranted in 
some cases. I hope they realize that 
as service providers, we’re willing 
to walk the journey with the tenant 
and landlord.”

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

Homelessness 
(Continued from Page 2A)

coordinating with other boards and 
being a voice in whatever capacity 
a selectboard member has in the 
new school district formation. 
I  especially look forward to 
working to allocate ARPA funds 
our community has available to 
us. I want to make sure these funds 
benefit as many of the community 
members as possible. 

4. If elected, how would you 
help the town navigate those 

issues?
Peirce: I am interested in taking 

those issues on and working 
through them as a community. 
There are no easy answers for 

these issues as I see it, but we need 
to talk about them and see if we, as 
pragmatic Vermonters, can develop 
innovative solutions. 

Martell: I’d be working on 
trying to get the (road crew) 
problem solved, trying to get a road 
crew back in here. 

Filion: I have always prided 
myself as being fair. Coaching, 
teaching and refereeing have given 
me experiences to develop this 
attribute. I will approach issues 
scientifically, respectfully, fairly 
and with a level of common sense. 
I hope the citizens of Lincoln will 
give me an opportunity to work for 
them. 

McDonough: If elected, I will 
help the town navigate this by 
learning more completely the steps 
that have already been taken to 
address this, as I know we have 
sent out surveys and it has been a 
topic in many boards’ discussion. 
With that information in hand I 
would attempt to add whatever 
insight I can. I think it would be 
naïve of me to say I am going to 
come in and “fix” big issues in the 
town. I think as a newer member to 
the board my job initially will be to 
learn from what we have done and 
those who have done it and provide 
perhaps a new outlook. 

Lincoln
(Continued from Page 2A)

Police Log
Middlebury

Local restaurant burglarized
MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 

police investigated a burglary at 
the Rice Restaurant on Seymour 
Street in Feb. 17. Police said the 
culprit(s) got into the business 
through a rear door and stole 
around $1,000 in cash. 

Anyone with information on 
this incident is asked to call 
Middlebury police at 802-388-
3191.

In other action last week, 
Middlebury police:

• Recovered an e-bike that had 
been stolen from its local owner on 
Feb. 13.

• Cited Stanford Pritchard, 79, 
of Middlebury for leaving the 
scene of an accident, following 
investigation of a vehicle-versus-
pedestrian accident on Seminary 
Street on Feb. 13. Police said the 
pedestrian suffered minor injuries.

• Cited Timothy Farr of 
Middlebury for violating 
conditions of his release after an 
incident in the Court Street area on 
Feb. 13.

• Stopped a truck driver who had 
reportedly been driving erratically 
in the North Pleasant Street area 
on Feb. 13. Police stopped the 
driver and determined he hadn’t 
been driving while impaired.

• Assisted with a student issue at 

Middlebury Union Middle School 
(MUMS) on Feb. 13.

• Responded to a custody dispute 
at a Valley View Drive home on 
Feb. 13.

• Responded to a reported 
domestic disturbance at a South 
Village Green apartment on Feb. 
14.

• Spoke to a Valley View resident 
about an ongoing custody dispute 
on Feb. 14.

• Broke up a group of people 
found drinking alcohol behind the 
Ilsley Library a little before 10:30 
p.m. on Feb. 14.

• Arrested Timothy G. Farr, 69, 
of Middlebury on two counts of 
violating court-ordered conditions 
of his release, after he had 
contacted a woman in the Court 
Street area on Feb. 14.

• Investigated a complaint of 
illegal dumping behind a Court 
Street business on Feb. 14.

• Investigated a dog-bite incident 
on Creek Road on Feb. 15.

• Called the Counseling Service 
of Addison County (CSAC) to 

assist them with a juvenile found 
lying in the Catamount Park 
roadway, refusing to move.

• Served a temporary restraining 
order on a person in the Valley 
View area on Feb. 15.

• Served court paperwork to a 
man in the Buttolph Drive area on 
Feb. 15.

• Cited Trevon Smith, 23, of 
Vergennes for driving under 
the influence, following their 
investigation of a vehicle crash 
on Route 7 South on Feb. 16. 
Police said Smith provided an 
evidentiary breath sample which 
revealed a blood-alcohol content 
of 0.174%; the legal limit for 
driving is 0.08.

• Responded to a vehicle-
versus-pedestrian crash on Route 
7 South at around 10:35 p.m. on 
Feb. 16. Police said the pedestrian 
was taken to Porter Hospital 
and later transferred to UMV 
Medical Center for treatment of 
injuries. The crash remains under 
investigation. Police were assisted 
by Vermont State Police and their 
Crash Reconstruction Team.

• Received information about 
potential narcotics activity in the 
Elm Street area on Feb. 16.

• Cautioned a couple against 
camping in the town green gazebo 
on Feb. 16.
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to the Editor

Whelan-Wuest 
is best choice

Time for divorce from fossil fuels

Affordable Heat Act: How it works

Aid to Ukraine enforces 
US values worth defending

(See Harthan letter, Page 5A)(See Community Forum, Page 5A)

(See Ways of Seeing, Page 5A)

As a physics teacher, I used to give an assignment 
that asked students to do an informal energy 
assessment of their own homes using resources 
from Efficiency Vermont. We would have honest 
conversations about the challenges, solutions, and 
questions students had about heating their homes. 
For me, Vermont’s heating challenges 
are not an abstraction. Families need 
support to make their heating bills 
more affordable. For the sake of these 
families, I am excited to support S.5, the 
Affordable Heat Act. 

Fossil fuels are expensive. Between 
2020 and 2021, the price of propane 
increased by 70% and the price of fuel 
oil increased 120%. Meanwhile, the 
fossil fuel industry has reported record 
profits. Vermonters who heat with fossil 
fuels are at the mercy of the fossil fuel 
industry and global forces beyond our control. For 
many Vermonters this feels like a terrifying roller 
coaster of prices, and people are looking for the exit. 
During the same timeframe, the cost to heat with heat 
pumps stayed flat and was significantly cheaper than 
heating with fossil fuels.

Through this bill, every heat pump or pellet stove 
installation, weatherization retrofit, or biofuel gallon 
that reduces carbon emissions creates a “clean heat 
credit.” Fuel sellers will be required to subsidize 
those activities by purchasing credits. Some fuel 

dealers are already starting to provide that work 
themselves (i.e., installing heat pumps), and this bill 
will directly encourage that workforce transition. 
What does that mean for you? Heat pumps will be 
cheaper. Weatherization will be cheaper. And there 
will be more workforce to get it done faster. 

Since the bill creates a “clean heat 
credit” marketplace that requires “clean 
heat” installations, it will bring down the 
price of heat-saving and carbon-saving 
measures to a level that actually makes 
it attractive enough for folks to make the 
jump.  It’s hard to know what that level 
is right now, but that is the purpose of 
creating a market for clean heat credits. 
The market will find the level that 
Vermonters think is “affordable.” 

One might wonder how much this will 
raise prices on fossil fuels. The fact that 

the program’s precise cost isn’t written into the bill is 
a feature, not a bug. As designed, the market will do 
its work so that we can meet our climate requirements 
at the lowest possible cost to Vermonters. The 
program doesn’t start until 2026, and regulators will 
come back with multiple reports on projected costs 
and benefits well before implementation begins. 
Ultimately, the program is predicted (by EAN) to save 
each Vermont household about $7,500 on average 
over time. Vermonters will need less fuel and heating 

High on my list of goals for 2023 is to get divorced. 
Not from my sweet and wonderful husband of 51 years. 
No, no, no! My goal is to get divorced from Fossil 
Fuels. 

It’s not that Mr. Fossil Fuels hasn’t provided me with 
a comfortable and delightful life; he has. I’m warm 
in the winter due to his fire in my basement. With the 
simple turn of a key, I ignite another fire under the hood 
of my Honda and I’m off to buy 
groceries or see the world. And if I 
hanker to see more of the world, I 
can hop on a fossil-fueled airplane. 
It’s a good life. 

I don’t mean to be ungrateful 
for all that, but, really, how much 
evidence do I need to see that this 
relationship is toxic? How many 
images do I have to see of devastating 
floods, ferocious wildfires, and migrating families 
fleeing effects of climate change? And those adorable 
desperate polar bears. How many conversations do I 
have to have with my grandchildren about their favorite 
animals, now on the Endangered Species List? Clearly, 
we’ve all let this relationship go on way too long. Well, 
I’ve had it. I’m breaking up. 

I’m done with simply poking at this monster with 
LED light bulbs, lowered thermostat, eating less meat, 
using less paper, carpooling etc. etc. — I’m going 
whole hog. I’m getting out, and it’s about time. 

My spouse and I have made some obvious moves 
to begin the separation. We moved into town from 
our home of 45 years in the bucolic countryside of 
Cornwall. Now I can walk more, bicycle more, and 
drive a lot less. We’ve jumped off the cliff and gone 

all-electric in our vehicles. (Yikes!) We’ve invested 
in a community solar project (no solar potential at our 
new home). And I’ve pledged to limit my travel to one 
airplane flight a year. These seem like good first steps, 
right? Most of them involve purchasing a thing or a 
service that is better for the planet than what we were 
purchasing before. These are the easy moves. And, 
surprisingly, money-saving overall. 

Next we have to look in places 
where it might be inconvenient, or 
even hurt. Plastic, for example — 
made from oil and lasting forever. 
Here things get a little more 
complicated, with all the ways Mr. 
Fossil Fuels offers himself up to 
make life easy. Zip-loc bags, for 
instance, one of the best inventions 
ever. Do I have to give up Zip-loc 

bags? And toothpaste in that super-convenient squeezy 
plastic tube?

I stand in the grocery store and take note of all the 
plastic I see. Plastic jars and jugs, plastic tubes and 
bottles, plastic bags and boxes, plastic soft and hard — 
Dr. Seuss could have written a funny rhyming book of 
all the plastics. How will this ever change?

There are some alternatives: it is possible to purchase 
laundry soap packaged in cardboard, some peanut 
butter is sold in glass jars, and if you bring your own 
bags for produce you can avoid tearing a new bag off 
the roll. I’ve even recently learned that some toothpaste 
comes in chewab le tablets, not packaged in a plastic 
tube! We do have choices.

Avoiding plastic is where I’ve currently become 

By Abi 
Sessions

Ways of
Seeing

Community
 Forum

This week’s 
writer is Senator 
Anne Watson, 
who represents 
Washington County 
in the Vermont 
legislature.

I am writing to encourage my 
fellow Addison County residents 
to vote for Ellen Whelan-Wuest 
for ACSD Board on Town 
Meeting Day. I have had the 
pleasure of serving with Ellen 
on the board of WomenSafe, 
where she is now co-chair. We 
are so lucky to have Ellen in our 
community! She is super smart, 
full of heart, and laser focused on 
making this a community where 
everyone can thrive.

I know Ellen will be an 
excellent collaborator on the 
school board. She is a great 
listener, a creative problem solver, 
and totally committed to the 
wellbeing of children and families 
in Addison County. Please join me 
in supporting Ellen Whelan-Wuest 
for ACSD Board when you vote 
on March 7.

Joanna Colwell
Ripton

SOS group 
won’t file lawsuit

First and foremost, we want 
to thank the ACSD board for a 
robust discussion at the Feb. 13 
board meeting that ended in an 
affirmative vote to amend the 
district Articles of Agreement to 
include a district-wide vote on 
proposed school closures. While 
we maintain it is within the rights 
of the electorate to petition and 
vote on changes to our district 
articles, we are appreciative of 
the compromise at the board 
level. Viewing litigation as a 
solely divisive measure is missing 
the intent. We firmly believe 
one thing, supported by a legal 
opinion — at the same time some 
members of the board firmly 
believe another, supported by a 
legal opinion. Litigation is merely 
a measure that helps to resolve 
the question at hand and allows 
us to truly put the matter to rest. 
At the same time, out of respect 
for the resources it takes and the 
compromise that was reached, 
SOS will not pursue legal action 
regarding the standing petition. 

Several board members 
expressed frustration at the 
amount of time that has been spent 
on this issue. We couldn’t agree 
more. We did not wish to spend 
the copious amounts of time and 
energy that it has taken to get here, 
but we also feel adamant that it 
is a critical element that requires 
attention. 

Any discussion at the district 
level should, above all else, weigh 
the impact to students, staff, and 
community. A decision as big as 
closing a school should not be 
left to a board of 13 volunteers, 
a majority of whom are residents 
of one town in a district that 
serves seven towns. Involving 
the electorate will go a long way 
to ensure that the significant 
decisions of school closure are 
fully vetted, with a plan that is 
well supported by the ACSD 
community and includes detailed 
mitigation strategies to address the 
negative consequences of those 
decisions. 

It has been encouraging to see 
the increase in thoughtful debate 
and extensive discussion at the 
board level in recent years. As 
always, we are fully committed 
to moving forward as a district 
and addressing the incredible 
challenges we are facing. A 
healthy democracy strives to 
include and consider ideas and 
opinions that are starkly different.

Millard Cox, Michele Fay, 
Laurie Cox, Ruth Bernstein and 

Tanya Scuteri 
Save Our Schools Executive 

Board

Harthan offers 
candidate profile

My name is Laura Harthan, 
and I am running for a seat on 
the ACSD school board. As a 
child, I grew up in Connecticut 
and New Hampshire, where we 
moved when I was 12. I attended 
7th & 8th grade in Cornish, 
N.H., which has one small 
K-8 school, and then attended 
Hartford High School in White 
River Junction, Vt. Following 
High School, I attended Cornell 

Growler
FIVE-YEAR-OLD Miles Poff skated with a dozen or so other “Little Panthers” in Middlebury 

College’s Winter Carnival Ice Show at Kenyon Arena on Saturday. The Panther has been Middlebury’s 
mascot since the mid 1920s, not long after Middlebury also started its tradition of winter carnivals.

Photo by Melanie Gaiotti

President Biden’s surprise trip to Kyiv this past weekend was the 
right message at the right time. As Russia’s invasion of Ukraine enters 
its second year, Biden used the trip to put an exclamation mark on his 
continuing promise that the West would stand by Ukraine “for as long as 
it takes!”

Such resolute support is particularly important as Russia launches 
offensives this winter/spring to try to secure its land grabs of the past 
year, and as Western allies (and isolationist Republicans at home) 
question how long they will be asked to pump money into this war. 

To that end, it’s crucial Americans of all political persuasions 
understand why our commitment to Ukraine is in America’s national 
interest. 

As President Biden has rightly claimed, repelling Russia’s invasion 
is crucial to the West’s political values: that all countries have a right to 
sovereignty and to live free from the aggression of others, and to pursue 
democracy if that is their preference. Compare that to Russia’s ruthless 
invasion of Ukraine and its indiscriminate bombing of civilian targets 
and the nation’s civilian infrastructure, and you can understand why the 
West’s values in this conflict are seen by many throughout the world as 
crucial to uphold.

Furthermore, Biden’s message was to affirm the civilized world’s 
commitment to fighting unjust wars — a promise that gives heart to 
aspiring democracies and that weakens authoritarian leaders.

While that fundamental message is reason enough to lend Ukraine this 
country’s unflinching support, a recent essay by Timothy Ash published 
by London-based Center for European Policy Analysis makes a strong 
argument that America’s investment in the Ukraine war is money 
well spent; in fact, it is among our most cost-effective spending in the 
defense budget. While some isolationist Republicans are calling for 
America’s military support of Ukraine to be cut, Ash argues that those 
Republicans downplay the risk from Russia and misunderstand the value 
of fighting Russia through the war in Ukraine.

Ash, who calls Western support for Ukraine an “incredibly cost-
effective investment,” notes that the Biden administration had received 
$40 billion in aid for Ukraine for 2022, and asked for another $37.7 
billion for 2023, of which more than half was earmarked for defense. 
That compares to a total US defense budget of $715 billion for 2022. 
The assistance for Ukraine amounts to 5.6% of total US defense 
spending, a pittance, Ash notes, considering Russia is a primary 
adversary of the US. 

“In cold, geopolitical terms,” Ash writes, “this war provides a prime 
opportunity for the US to erode and degrade Russia’s conventional 
defense capability with no boots on the ground and little risk to US lives.” 

Going through the numbers, Ash lists the substantial military losses 
Russia has endured throughout the first year of the war, concluding 
that the US investment to “destroy nearly half of Russia’s conventional 
military capability seems like an absolutely incredible investment.” 
He continues: “If we divide out the US defense budget to the threats it 
faces, Russia would perhaps be of the order of $100 billion-$150 billion 
in spend-to-threat” per year. “So spending just $40 billion a year, erodes 
a threat value of $100-$150 billion, a two-to-three time return. Actually, 
the return is likely to be multiples of this given that defense spending, 
and threat are annual recurring events.”

Ash goes on to argue America’s military support of Ukraine has also: 
• made America’s superior military equipment (compared to Russia’s) 

stand out as the preferred product for countries seeking to defend 
themselves from aggressors, and that Ukraine’s innovations on the 
battlefield are helping American manufacturers of weapons improve 
equipment performance; 

• revealed that Russia’s defense industry was not as vaunted as 
suspected; 

• sent a powerful signal to China that invading Taiwan would be 
riskier and more costly than they might have once considered, thus 
potentally preventing another costly conflict.

For those reasons, Ash concludes, “US support for Ukraine is a 
no-brainer from a bang-for-buck perspective. Ukraine is no Vietnam 
or Afghanistan for the US, but it is exactly that for Russia. A Russia 
continually mired in a war it cannot win is a huge strategic win for the 
US.”

Now, Ash’s approach is undeniably harsh and he’s not writing this 
for mass consumption; rather, it’s written for policy wonks deliberating 
things as distasteful as a war’s return on investment. But it’s important 
to note that, from a purely financial perspective, Americans’ tax dollars 
are not being wasted.

More importantly, of course, is that Western aid to Ukraine is not 
only helping Ukrainians live freely, but it is repelling a dictator’s brazen 
aggression that if it had gone unchecked (imagine how quickly ex-
President Trump would have rolled over to Russia’s demands) would 
surely have sparked other aggressions around the world. Had Biden and 
the West not challenged Putin, Russia would surely have sought to bring 
other former Soviet satellite nations under its dominance, and China 
would have surmised that Taiwan was theirs for the taking as well.

Republicans, like Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis, who dismiss such 
prospects would lead this nation and the world into greater peril.

Angelo Lynn
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The seed for Town Meeting
With more board turnover than we’ve seen in years, and with town 

and school budgets working to overcome the negative effects of the 
pandemic, housing shortages and a tight labor market, Addison County 
residents have a full slate of issues to consider at this year’s Town 
Meeting, set for March 6-7.

That leaves a couple of weeks to bone up on school and town budgets, 
review the profiles and positions of candidates and consider some of the 
special questions each town will present to residents. This issue of the 
Addison Independent, like the two week’s prior, features several stories 
on area races, budget previews and other special issues related to Town 
Meeting. Next week, we’ll publish our town-by-town TM previews. 

We hope you’ll spend the extra time it takes to become informed about 
the issues that affect your town. Well-informed voters, after all, are the 
seeds for good government.

Angelo Lynn 
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Keep your mind active

elderlyservices.org/esi-college-march-april-2023/
802.388.3983

Elderly Services Inc.

March 15, 22, 29: 

April 6:

April 25:

REGISTER NOW! 

ESI COLLEGE SPRING CLASSES ON ZOOM

1:30-2:45 PM
US-China Relations

with John Berninghausen

10:30-11:45 PM 
John Elder’s

Book Discussion:
Braiding Sweetgrass

10:30-11:45 AM 
Robert Wyatt

on Walt Disneyobsessed. I’m seeking to purchase 
two yoga blocks, so I’m standing at 
the exercise department in TJMaxx, 
having a conversation with myself. 
“Hmmm, these blocks have a 
suspiciously plasticky appearance.” 
I read the label. I don’t know how 
to pronounce the “ingredients” in 
this yoga block. Must be plastic, 
and probably chemicals too. “But 
they’re so inexpensive,” I protest. 
“And readily available. I could take 
them home right now. Everybody 
uses these blocks.” Then I recall 
those images of mounds of plastic 
on beaches, the floating plastic 
island in the ocean. Oh, look, I 

think there’s a tattered yoga block 
over there on the edge! I stand 
there a little longer, holding the 
plastic yoga block, contemplating 
the future of the planet and my role 
in shaping it. The yoga block goes 
back on the shelf. I’ll order wooden 
ones online, and a gas-powered 
truck will deliver them to me. Not a 
complete win, but not a total cave, 
either.

Similar scenes are playing out in 
venues all over the county. At the 
customer service desk I request that 
the clerk gently open the cardboard 
box so that I can be sure the facial 
moisturizer inside is packaged in 
glass. In the condiments aisle at 

Hannaford’s my husband foregoes 
tartar sauce because all the choices 
are in plastic jars. “It matters,” I tell 
him and myself. 

I’m pretty sure my actions 
won’t bring our seven-year-old 
grandson’s favorite animal, the Red 
Panda, off the Endangered Species 
List. Or keep wildfires or floods 
at bay. Individual actions pale in 
comparison to what governments 
and corporations could accomplish 
if only there were the will. 
Meanwhile, individual actions add 
up, and they matter.

Abi Sessions, formerly of 
Cornwall, lives in Weybridge with 
her husband, Bill.

Ways of Seeing
(Continued from Page 4A)

with less carbon-intense energy is 
much cheaper than heating with 
fossil fuels. 

When a fuel seller doesn’t 
meet their credit obligation, or 
if they would just prefer to not 
do the work themselves, they’ll 
pay a Designated Delivery Agent 
to do the work for them. What’s 
a Designated Delivery Agent? 
Think Efficiency Vermont, but 
for heat. You probably know 
that Efficiency Vermont offers 
incentives for equipment that 
can save you money. That is also 
what the Designated Delivery 
Agent will do. In part, Efficiency 
Vermont was created because 
electric companies were not 
great at helping people use less 
electricity. Similarly, fuel sellers 
have not generally helped their 
customers use less fuel. We 

need an organization similar to 
Efficiency Vermont to protect 
Vermonters when it comes to 
heat. 

Since low- and moderate-
income Vermonters are more 
likely to live in multi-family 
buildings, more likely to be 
renters, and more likely to need 
financial help with the transition 
off of fossil fuels, they have the 
toughest homes to transition off 
of carbon. That’s why this bill 
requires that low- and moderate-
income homes are prioritized for 
clean heat work. They must be a 
part of the mix every year, instead 
of being put at the back of the line. 

The Affordable Heat Act is 
based on last year’s Clean Heat 
Standard, but improves upon it 
in multiple ways, most notably 
how the bill treats biofuels. I 
appreciate that this bill quantifies 

exactly how much better or worse 
any particular biofuel is from 
a carbon pollution perspective 
relative to fuel oil. All biofuels are 
not equal, and the program will 
value each biofuel appropriately 
based on their total (including 
embodied) carbon emissions, and 
the allowable carbon pollution is 
ratcheted down over time. 

Let’s not forget, the cost 
of doing nothing is almost 
unimaginably high. The cost to 
local and global ecosystems, the 
cost to human health, all add up. 
And who will be paying those 
costs? Our children. We can no 
longer shirk our carbon pollution 
responsibility. Most of us need 
help to make the transition off of 
carbon, and this bill will provide 
that help. Please join me in 
supporting the Affordable Heat 
Act.

Community Forum
(Continued from Page 4A)

University, where I graduated 
with a Bachelor of Science in 
Animal Science. During college 
breaks, I occasionally worked 
as a substitute teacher for the 
Lebanon, N.H., school district, 
where my mother was a bus 
driver (and is currently the 
director of transportation). 

After graduation, I moved 
back to New Hampshire and 
worked as a research technician 
at Dartmouth College. After 
realizing I missed being involved 
in agriculture, I returned to school 
and pursued graduate degrees 
at Ohio State and Virginia Tech 
in Animal Science. In 2016, 
we moved our family back to 
Vermont to be closer to family 
and for work. I am currently 
employed as a dairy nutritionist. 
My husband currently teaches 
music at MUMS and previously 
taught music at Mary Hogan 
School, Bridport Central School, 
and Shoreham Elementary 
School. Our son currently attends 
Mary Hogan School and our 
daughter will also, when she is 
old enough.

I am running for the school 
board because our district is at a 

crossroads, and I bring a unique 
perspective and a willingness 
to listen critically and work 
together to meet the complex 
needs of our school community. 
I have personal experiences 
in both small and larger size 
schools. I believe our district can 
find a solution that allows our 
students to have equitable access 
to educational services while 
preserving our member towns’ 
sense of community. We need to 
focus on attracting and retaining 
administrators that support 
teachers and staff in meaningful 
ways so our teachers can focus 
on the essential job of educating 
our students. We need to consider 
whether the academic rigor of 
the diploma program at the high 
school level truly outweighs 
the tremendous stress and 
inflexibility placed on our juniors 
and seniors. We must reconsider 
if IB is truly valuable to the 
district or if we can accomplish 
the benefits of a more streamlined 
academic transition between 
grade levels and an emphasis on 
interdisciplinary collaboration 
without the hefty price tag.

I have attended most of the 
school board meetings over the 

past year due to growing concern 
about the issues at our district 
schools, most notably at MUMS. 
I sought to understand the goings-
on at the district level and figure 
out what I could do to help 
improve things. I was dismayed 
to see a parent be told they 
couldn’t ask a question during 
a presentation to the board. In 
response to this, I advocated for 
adopting A21 regarding public 
participation at board meetings. 
The board has since adopted 
this policy. I believe there’s 
more work to do to restore the 
community’s trust in the board 
and make board happenings more 
accessible to the public, but I 
believe it can be done.

I ask you to please vote for me 
for the ACSD school board. If 
elected to the board, I promise 
to do my best to listen to all 
sides and work amicably with all 
community members to achieve 
these goals. We have a lot of 
work ahead of us as a district, but 
we can come together as a greater 
community to best serve our 
students’ educational needs.

Laura Harthan
Middlebury 

Harthan letter
(Continued from Page 4A)

I write because I have heard a 
rumor that Vermont is considering 
legalizing gambling for sports. 
Although I am aware that this 
could bring a great deal of money 
to the state, I think this is a bad 
idea for several reasons.

1. We already have a mental 
health crisis in this state, and 
a problem getting enough 
counselors to treat.

2. Children are surreptitiously 
partaking. This will put more 
strain on their mental health and 
cost parents beyond reason or 
ability to pay.

3. We do not have the capacity 
to treat the adult problems our 
population has with addiction.

So, given that this is already 
happening illegally, the state 
craves a piece of the money pie, 
we have a serious situation.

I have read that some states 
have made sports betting legal, 
like Nevada, and also require 
betting to be done in person. 
If Vermont is moving in this 
direction, it should be controlled 
in this manner, like lottery tickets. 
Also, no youth under the age of 21 
should be allowed to bet and all 
must show identification, like for 
alcohol.

Gambling is extremely 
dangerous to the individual’s 
wellbeing. Like other addictions, 
some can do it in a responsible 

way and others cannot. The 
individual addiction will cost the 
state in numerous ways: health, 
taxes, housing, and psychotherapy 
come to mind readily.

I read in the Kiplinger Letter 
Feb. 2, 2023, that “4% to 6% of 
high school kids qualify as having 
a gambling problem,” now. Also, 
they state that “calls to national 
gambling addition hot lines have 
been soaring.”

I hope you will think very 
carefully about this sticky 
problem.

Charlotte McGray
Psychologist Doctorate, PSYD

Bristol

Letters to the Editor

Legalized sports gambling would be bad for Vermont

Affordable Heat Act would make state less affordable
Thank you for the excellent 

coverage of the recent legislative 
breakfast. From other reports on 
the “affordable” heating act, it 
looks as if there are many open 
questions about the act.

Clearly it is a tax that will hit 
middle- and lower-income people 
hardest. In addition, it will place 
an unfair burden on the local fuel 
dealers, mostly long-established 

family businesses. For some 
reason the legislature seems in 
a hurry to pass this questionable 
bill.

It seems as if this is one more 
action to make Vermont less 
affordable, in addition to our 
harsh computerized car “safety” 
inspections and the as yet 
unchanged education property tax.

We all want progress, but why 

must it so often be those who can 
least afford it who must pay the 
most.

While things of this sort 
continue to make Vermont less 
affordable, our young people 
continue to leave for less 
expensive states.

Robert Anderson
Bristol

Vermont Article 22 would ‘usurp parental rights’
Just one year ago, Vermont 

Family Alliance testified against 
Article 22. The following 
questions were asked and 
not answered until H89 was 
introduced on January 24, 2023: 

Article 22 set Act 35 as the 
de facto standard, allowing any 
surrogate to usurp the role of 
parents, guided by unknown 
processes and adults, where the 
surrogates are protected?

Does “individual” in Article 22 
apply to minor boys and girls? 

Does “reproductive autonomy” 
extend further than abortion? 

Can minors be transported 
across state lines into Vermont 
to access these constitutional 
protections?

H89 answers with a resounding 
yes to each of these questions 
regarding minors, a year too late 
for Vermont voters to understand 
the intent of Article 22. H89 is 
now on the fast track to expand 
Article 22 “personal reproductive 
autonomy,” shield the system, 
usurp parental rights, and leave 
minors unprotected. 

“This bill proposes to define 
legally protected health care 
activity to include reproductive 
health care services and gender-
affirming health care” through a 
shield law, according to sponsors 
of H89. 

Vermont Family Alliance has 
the following questions for the 
H89 Senate Committee. 

Is H89 expanding the 
“reproductive” rights outlined by 
Article 22?

Does H89 set the precedent that 
the Vermont State Legislature will 
have the authority to indefinitely 

expand Article 22 without voter 
approval? 

Like Article 22, why doesn’t 
H89 set age limits?

Why doesn’t H89 
define “person(s)” in 1151 
DEFINITIONS?

What is H89 protection?
Since there are no states in the 

U.S. proposing bans on “gender-
affirming” care for adults, it seems 
fair to conclude that the H89 
shield law is focused on protecting 
medical- and mental-health care 
access and insurance coverage for 
such care for minors both inside 
and outside of Vermont. 

Will the Vermont Medical 
Society, protected by H89, 
determine minor age consent 
limits and parental involvement 
under “standard of care” in 
perpetuity? 

For example, Jessa Barnard, 
Executive Director of the Vermont 
Medical Society, claimed in her 
committee testimony, that not 
including parents is the exception. 
She said, “Our members, at least 
not up to this point, have not 
recommended that to be changed.” 
Her response only confirms 
minors have the autonomy to act 
apart from parental consent under 
H89 and the Vermont Medical 
Society dictates “standard of 
care”.

Vermont Family Alliance’s 
issue with H89’s lack of parental 
consent and lack of minor 
protections are outside the 
scope of H.89, as Jessa Barnard, 
Executive Director of the Vermont 
Medical Society, claimed during 
her testimony, why is there 
express language on page 4, lines 

18-19 that “health care services 
do not include conversion therapy 
as defined by 18V.S.A.8351,” 
of which 18.VSA.8351 pertain 
specifically to minors? 

18.VSA.8351 was also codified 
in Act 35 (2017) allowing minors 
to consent to any health care 
services, even psychotherapy, 
without parental involvement and 
without age limits — prohibiting 
conversion therapy. 

Does the Vermont Medical 
Society’s “standard of care” 
regarding “gender-affirming” care 
for minors constitute a parental 
mandate?

Is it a conflict of interest or 
common for the Vermont State 
Chief Justice to testify on H89 or 
other statutes that will potentially 
come before his court?

Will H89 insurance mandates 
cover persons deciding to de-
transition back to biological sex?

Why did H89 expand the 
Secretary’s Confidential Address 
Program to include minors? “(a) 
An adult person, a parent, or a 
legal guardian…” “(ii) is a person 
providing, assisting another 
person in obtaining, or obtaining 
for themselves reproductive health 
care services or gender-affirming 
health care services in this State” 

Will the Senate Health and 
Welfare Committee bring in 
balanced experts regarding minor 
brain development and capacity 
to consent, adverse effects of 
hormone blockers, and surgeries, 
such as sterilization?

Carol Kauffman
Vermont Family Alliance

Addison

Buck lists priorities for another term on ACSD board
I am re-running for the 

Addison Central School District 
board as there are many items 
left to do. First, as your ACSD 
representative to the Patricia 
Hannaford Career Center board, 
we have just recently hired a new 
superintendent/director and I wish 
to see her settled in and able to 
make the commitment that she has 
spoken about to the career center 
and the community. This board 
also wishes for me to return.

The ACSD community itself 
is about to embark on the same 
process in deciding what we as 
a unified learning community 
want in a new superintendent. 
Then there is the real work of 
actually interviewing and finding 
the right fit. I believe my work in 
helping to guide PAHCC through 
a collaborative process to identify 
the best leader for an organization 
that serves several different 
communities will serve ACSD’s 
superintendent search process 
well.

The ACSD has several 
challenges ahead. First, we have 
the same fiscal challenges that 
all other districts in Vermont 
are facing. Another challenge is 
finding and securing staff to work 
with our most vulnerable Special 
Education population. Our district, 
like so many others across the 
region, is also struggling to find 
adequate and knowledgeable staff 
to move into these positions.

I do not believe that salary 
is the issue but the fact that so 
many are leaving the world of 
education due to burnout and need 
for a change. I understand how 
this feels. Like many of these 
teachers, I worked every day 
throughout the pandemic teaching 

students, supporting them and 
their families, and it takes a lot of 
external support to keep going. I 
want to support our educators, and 
am hoping that as some are able to 
replenish their batteries, they can 
return and find the joy in working 
with students again.

Another challenge is the 
safety of our children and staff. 
Incivility, harassment, and 
violence have increased across 
our nation and we need to 
protect those who are placed in 
our care. This means ensuring 
the resources to prevent and 
address problematic behavior and 
avoiding divisiveness in our own 
actions. We are stewards and need 
to lead by example, as they are 
watching and the way we conduct 
ourselves in public can lead to 
their poor judgment and actions.

Finally, we have many 
infrastructure issues to deal with. 
The PAHCC board has gone 
through this process of choosing 
the most important and cost-
effective maintenance items in 
order to keep our buildings up to 
date while maintaining a healthy 
environment. Our bond went 

out to vote last spring and by 
this coming fall the work will be 
complete. The ACSD community 
will need to prioritize and address 
these same issues. Without 
building aid from the state the full 
cost will fall on our shoulders, so 
we will need to work together to 
identify and implement solutions.

Over the past 11 years, I have 
been an advocate for ACSD 
teachers, staff and students, 
serving this community not only 
as an ACSD board member but 
as a member of the PAHCC 
board and Vermont School 
Board Association. As a special 
education teacher and a longtime 
community member I truly believe 
that we can come back together 
as we come out of COVID and 
once again meet, listen and learn 
from each other in order to come 
up with solutions to keeping our 
district solid and moving forward.

I ask for your support on March 
7th at the polls for another and 
final three years representing the 
wonderful communities that make 
up ACSD. 

Suzanne Buck
Bridport

Whelan-Wuest 
earns support

(See Conlon letter, Page 8A)

Letters can be 
found on Pages 

4A, 5A, 7A,
8A & 9A.

I am looking forward to voting 
on Town Meeting Day for my 
replacement on the Addison 
Central School District board, 
Ellen Whelan-Wuest of Cornwall, 
and my longtime colleague on the 
board, Suzanne Buck of Bridport.

I was thrilled when Ellen 
stepped forward to replace me on 
the board, both in the appointment 
to fill the vacancy and to run 
for the election in March. Ellen 
Whelan-Wuest is just what the 
board needs — a young parent, 
an active citizen, and a thoughtful 
policy maker. Her experience on 
the ACSD community council, 
her efforts to bring more childcare 
to the Middlebury area and her 
work on behalf of a number of 
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VERGENNES
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brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com

If you want a monument - get it from a monument dealer!

Celebrating 92 years | 1930-2022

57 Main St., New Haven   |   802-453-3433 
CleggsMemorials.com    |   info@cleggsmemorials.com

WE DO OUR OWN
Drafting  •  Lettering  •  Sandblast 

Cleaning   •   Foundations
Setting  •  Restoration
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Family owned and operated
Addison County’s ONLY full  
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173 Court Street, Middlebury, VT
EmiloVTRealEstate.com | 802.388.4440-office

Roxanna Emilo, Broker/Realtor/Owner  | 802.349.9837 - cell
emilovtrealestate@gmail.com

Christine Fraioli, Realtor  | 802.989.2234 - cell  | 802.453.6416 - office 
cfvt@gmavt.net

Let Us Sell or Find Your Roost!

From humble beginnings based on affordable, 
trustworthy services, we have grown into a reliable 
resource your family can depend on. Rooted in our 
traditions, we stay firmly connected to the families 

we serve and the care we provide. We continue 
serving all faiths and all families in the only way we 

know how — by staying true to our heritage.

Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral Home  
117 South Main St. Middlebury, VT  

802-388-2311
sandersonfuneralservice.com

Where Our Roots Are Planted

TRADITION

Obituaries
ADDISON
COUNTY

Suzanne Elizabeth Wise-Thorn, 71, of Middlebury

SHELBURNE — John 
“Jay” Tressler Flickinger, 72, 
of Shelburne, Vt., passed away 
peacefully on Friday, Feb. 3, 2023, 
after a long illness, surrounded 
by loving family and friends. Jay 
was born to John and Jacqueline 
Flickinger on March 4, 1950, in 
Decatur, Ind.

Jay graduated from Middlebury 
Union High School in 1968, where 
he was a member of the National 
Honor Society. After graduating 
from Middlebury College with the 
Class of 1972 as an Economics 
major, Jay received his M.B.A. 
from the Johnson School of 
Business at Cornell University. He 
had a successful career as a vice 
president at Citibank in New York 
City and Rochester, N.Y., before 
finishing his banking career at the 
National Bank of Middlebury.

Jay and his wife Cally raised 
their family in Shelburne, Vt. He 
was married to Cally for more 
than 40 years, and they were very 
blessed to have each other. Jay’s 
family meant everything to him.

Jay was a talented athlete who 
loved being outdoors, being active 
and competing in sports. He played 
on undefeated football teams in 
both high school and college, and 
also played high school basketball 

JOHN “JAY” FLICKINGER 
and college lacrosse. Jay was 
an avid skier who also enjoyed 
running and hunting with his 
brother and father. Later in life 
he embraced adaptive skiing and 
biking and spent as much time 
outdoors as he could.

Jay had a passion for giving back 
to others and to the community. 
The Shelburne United Methodist 
Church was a vital and integral part 
of his everyday life. He spent many 
hours volunteering for the church, 
Habitat for Humanity, Emergency 
Medical Service in Middlebury, 
Salvation Army, and Shelburne 

Rescue.
Jay’s endless optimism, gentle 

kindness, and infectious smile lit 
up every room and brought joy 
to everyone he met. He embraced 
life’s simple moments and 
delighted in time with his family 
and friends, taking much pride 
in everything they accomplished. 
Jay’s life was affected by multiple 
sclerosis, diagnosed in his 30s, 
and later by cancer. Jay’s love, 
grace, dignity and humility will be 
missed and forever remembered. 
Jay taught all of us how to live life 
filled with much love and joy.

Jay is survived by his beloved 
wife, Cally, and their two daughters. 
Sarah and Kristina (Daryl Dudley); 
three grandchildren, Isaac, Zara and 
Eden; sisters Barbara Flickinger 
(Kim Christiansen) and Nancy 
Flickinger (Jim Witkin); sister-in-
law Caryl Flickinger; and many 
nieces, nephews, grand nieces and 
nephews. He is predeceased by 
his older brother, Robert “Bob” 
Flickinger, and his parents.

A memorial service was held on 
Feb. 11 at the Shelburne United 
Methodist Church. In lieu of 
flowers, please consider making a 
donation to Vermont Adaptive Ski 
and Sports or the Shelburne United 
Methodist Church in Jay’s name. ◊

Cheri L. Marsh, 72, of Whiting
WHITING — It is with heavy 

hearts that we announce the Marsh-
Goodwin family lost their matriarch, 
Cheri L. Marsh, 72, of Whiting, Vt. 
She passed away peacefully on 
Feb. 4, 2023, at the Helen Porter 
Healthcare and Rehabilitation 
Center in Middlebury, Vt. She spent 
her last days surrounded by family.

Cheri was born on Dec. 5, 1950, 
in Bloomington, Minn., to Duke and 
Joyce Lumbra. Early in her life, the 
family moved to Charleston, N.H. 
Cheri had one cherished sibling, 
David Lumbra, who predeceased 
her.

Cheri is survived by her 
husband, Gordon Marsh, Jr.; 
her three sons, Jason Goodwin 
(Jennifer) of Plattsburgh, N.Y., 
Tyler Goodwin of Waterbury, 
Vt. and Andrew Goodwin 
(Christine) of Londonderry, Vt.; 
her stepchildren, Alison Marsh of 
Burlington, Vt., and Gordon Marsh 

CHERI L. MARSH

III of Middlebury, Vt.; and her six 
treasured grandchildren, Harper 
and Keegan Goodwin; Connor, 
Cayden, and Caralynn Goodwin; 
and Ryder Goodwin.

Cheri devoted much of her 
career life to helping struggling 

high school students find their 
place in the workforce through her 
work with the Job Corps. She was 
passionate and dedicated to helping 
young adults find their purpose.

Our family asks that all who knew 
and loved her raise a glass and toast 
to good friends and family. Cheri 
loved baking, cooking for family 
and crafting. She made elegant, 
one-of-a-kind creations and could 
often be found in the early evenings 
sitting around a fire enjoying the 
sunflower gardens in her backyard.

In lieu of flowers, the family 
asks that you consider a donation 
in Cheri’s honor to: The American 
Macular Degeneration Foundation, 
P.O. Box 515, Northampton MA 
01061-0515, www. macular.org 
888-622-8527, or Porter Medical 
Center Office of Development, 
115 Porter Drive Middlebury, 
VT 05753. Online: Donate to 
Portermedical.org. ◊

Susan L. Kuehnl, 77, of Weybridge
WEYBRIDGE — On the evening 

of Jan. 12, 2023, our community lost 
a woman without equal (writer’s 
privilege), similar to all of those 
who appear in this section (as their 
loved ones would tell you). Susan 
Kuehnl died peacefully at home in 
Weybridge with her husband and 
dog by her side. Susan bravely 
fought cancer for over four years, 
never losing hope throughout her 
illness.

Susan was born on Nov. 14, 1945, 
to George and Dorothea (Bach) 
Kuehnl in Kenosha, Wis. She 
attended public schools. She would 
eventually move to Philadelphia, 
where she attended the prestigious 
Philadelphia College of Art (now 
(University of The Arts) and 
graduated with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in 1966. After college, she 
was employed as a teacher at the 
YWCA in the Germantown section 
of the city. While there, in 1972, 
Susan would meet the man who 
would become her partner and 
husband (Robert Keiner) until her 
death. The couple spent over 50 
years together. She left no survivors 
in her own family, though she 
was immediately welcomed into 
Robert’s, all of whom loved her 
dearly.

SUSAN L. KUEHNL
Robert and Susan moved 

from Philadelphia to Vermont in 
September of 1975. They settled 
in the small northwestern town of 
Fletcher, where a Golden Retriever 
(Fletcher) and an Australian 
Shepherd (Sadie) would soon join 
the family. (Later, there would be 
Eddie and Greta). Susan continued 
her artwork (sculpture, pottery, 
painting, collage) while Robert 
pursued a legal career. Their 
vocations would take them to 
other Vermont towns, ending in 
their move to Weybridge in 2015. 
In the interim, Susan spent time 

teaching pottery at the University 
of Vermont. Subsequently, after 
having moved to South Starksboro, 
she collaborated with her dear 
friend, Elizabeth Saslaw, at York 
Hill Pottery in Lincoln. That 
collaboration would last for over 30 
years and produce exquisite pottery, 
now seen throughout Vermont and 
beyond. 

Susan loved animals — horses, 
dogs and birds in particular. She had 
two horses and four dogs over her 
48 years in Vermont. All lived full 
and happy lives as a result of her 
care and love.

Susan had a large contingent of 
friends, too numerous to list, but 
too important to go unmentioned. 
In the final months of her life, these 
wonderful people visited Susan and 
Robert at the Weybridge home — 
bringing much-appreciated love, 
support, wisdom (and food), all in 
enormous portions — never to be 
forgotten. 

A spring celebration of Susan’s 
life will take place when a date 
has been set. For those who may 
be inclined, any commemorative 
donations should go to the 
University of Vermont Cancer 
Center and/or Addison County 
Home Health & Hospice.◊

The Independent will publish paid obituaries and free notices of 
passing. Paid obituaries cost 25 cents per word and will be published, 
as submitted, on the date of the family’s choosing. For those who do 
not wish to purchase an obituary, the Independent offers a free notice 
of passing up to 100 words, subject to editing by our news department. 
Photos (optional) with either paid obituaries or free notices cost $10 
per photo. Obituaries may be emailed to obits@addisonindependent.
com.

Submissions must be received by 11 a.m. on Wednesday for 
publication in the Thursday paper r. Email obits@addisonindependent.
com or call 802-388-4944 for more information.

Obituary Guidelines

Gordon T. 
Schaedel, 75, 
of Starksboro

GORDON T. SCHAEDEL

STARKSBORO — Gordon T. 
Schaedel died on Feb. 15, 2023, at 
home with his wife by his side. He 
is a beloved husband and eternal 
partner to his wife, Nancy. Gordon 
had a heart of gold and was loved 
by many. In honor of his wishes 
there will be no funeral service, 
rather a private time of prayer.

Those who wish may make 
donations in his name to Addison 
County Home Health and Hospice. ◊

John “Jay” Flickinger, 72, MUHS graduate

MIDDLEBURY — Suzanne 
Elizabeth Wise-Thorn, 71, passed 
away early Saturday morning, 
Feb. 11, 2023. Suzanne was the 
definition of strength and courage. 
She faced struggles with her health 
for too many years but persevered 
through them all with humor, a 
loving heart, and morning pastries. 
She will be missed by many but 
most fiercely by her husband, 
Robert Thorn, and her favorite (and 
only) child, Courtney Thorn.

Bob and Suzanne were married 
by a Justice of the Peace in 
Milford, Conn. The Justice of the 
Peace’s daughter and some friends 
attending a sleepover gleefully 
served as the witnesses. 

Suzanne received a Bachelor 
of Arts in Psychology from the 
University of Connecticut. She was 
inducted into the Psi Chi Honor 
Society upon graduation. She 
moved to Addison County from 
Connecticut with Bob in 1979. 
Over the years, Suzanne worked 
as a counselor at Kingsland Bay 
School, as a realtor, and as the 
director of the Addison County 
Court Diversion Program for many 
years.

Suzanne loved books and 
writing. She frequently attended 
the Bread Loaf Writers Conference 
in the late eighties and early 
nineties. Suzanne later completed 
her first novel, focusing on the joys 
and sorrows within families. In 
addition, she loved birdwatching 
from the large windows in her 
living room overlooking a large 
apple tree, which, along with 
the bird feeders, attracted a wide 
variety of birds. Binoculars and a 
bird field guide were always close 
by.

She also loved the gardens 

SUZANNE ELIZABETH 
WISE-THORN 

around her house. She planted 
blueberry bushes and many 
flowering plants, which have been 
a source of delight to her family 
for many years. A plaque in her 
greenhouse reads, “I’d rather be 
in the garden” She loved summer 
trips to Lake Sunapee with family 
and Old Orchard Beach with 
friends. She loved all animals but 
mostly the numerous dogs and cats 
that were part of the family over 
many years. She was independent 
but intensely loyal. Her spirit was 
never taken from her during her 
most challenging moments.

Bob will miss Suzanne’s sense 
of humor, always laughing at his 
bad jokes and her fearlessness, 
especially when dealing with the 
occasional garden snake. Fifty 
years of their lives were spent 
together, and they will always be 
together in spirit. When Courtney 
was born, Suzanne became her 
security blanket and fiercest 
advocate. Courtney will miss her 
mom’s laugh, her appreciation 

for immature jokes, and how they 
could look at each other and smile, 
knowing exactly what the other 
person was thinking. Most of all, 
she’ll miss the comfort and peace 
they felt when together.

A brain tumor did not knock 
her down. Neither did a stroke. 
But ultimately, Suzanne passed 
away while hospitalized 
for complications related to 
scleroderma, a rare autoimmune 
disease. Although we were hopeful 
she’d make it home again, we take 
comfort in the fact that, in the end, 
she wasn’t in pain and passed in 
her sleep.

Suzanne was loved and survived 
by her husband Bob and daughter 
Courtney; her mother Dorothy 
Wise; her siblings, Georgette 
Krawczyk (Stan), Margaret Fenn 
(Gary), and Thomas Wise; her 
nieces, Carey Bunker, Laura 
Delaney, and Michelle Fenn; and 
her nephew, Nick Fenn. She was 
predeceased by her father, George 
Wise, and many beloved pets.

The family would like to 
thank the many kind, caring and 
thoughtful nurses and doctors at 
Porter, Helen Porter rehabilitation 
and Nursing, and the University of 
Vermont Medical Center. A special 
thank you to Dr. Eileen Doherty-
Fuller and her team at Middlebury 
Family Health, who guided and 
supported Suzanne and her family 
for many years.

A celebration of life will be 
held with family at a future date. 
In memory of Suzanne, donations 
can be made to the Scleroderma 
Research Foundation, srfcure.org 
or 220 Montgomery Street, Suite 
484, San Francisco, CA 94104.

Suz/Mom - We love you to 
infinity and back. ◊

DO YOU HAVE AN OPINION?
Email your Letter to the Editor to: news@addisonindependent.com
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254 Ethan Allen Highway, New Haven (Route 7)  |  P.O. Box 754, Middlebury 05753  |  802-388-7259  |  ACHHH.org 

Now offering skilled outpatient physical therapy and speech language pathology 
services close to home from the licensed professionals you know and trust!

Introducing… Addison County Outpatient Therapy

• Specialized services for patients living with Parkinson’s Disease (LSVT BIG and LSVT LOUD)
• Vestibular rehabilitation therapy.     • Gait and balance training.

• Motor re-education for patients with neurological deficits.
• Muscle strengthening and pain management following orthopedic injury or surgery.

Call now to schedule a complimentary 10 minute telephone call
to discuss how ACHHH can help you meet your lifestyle goals - Why Wait?

WIMETT
TRADING COMPANY

802•465•4688

USED

Michael Jackman, 51 Years Experience 
David Wimett, 38 Years Experience
Mark Grant, 10 Years Experience

2668 Route 7 • Leicester, VT 05733 • wimetttradingco@gmail.com

Wimett Trading Company
at the Big White Barn in Leicester

802-465-4688 

2017 GMC CANYON 
SLE, Ext Cab, 4-Cyl Turbo, Auto, 4x4, 64k miles

$24,995

AFFORDABLE, SAFE & RELIABLE
USED CARS AND TRUCKS

We also buy cars, 
locate specialty orders 

& consider consignments 
Call Dave for an appointment

2019 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER 
XLE, V6, Auto, AWD, Leather, 3rd Row, 69k miles

$32,995

2015 NISSAN SENTRA 
SV, 4-Cyl, Auto, FWD,  77k miles

$10,995

2010 HONDA RIDGELINE 
RTL, V6, Auto, AWD, Super Clean

$13,995

More than  a decadeof delivering Quality!

x  

2019 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER 
LE, V6, Auto, AWD, 3rd Row,  42k miles

$30,995

SWEET MAPLE SUGAR SALE!SWEET MAPLE SUGAR SALE!

Obituaries
ADDISON
COUNTY

Timothy Allen Poquette, 63, formerly of Starksboro
RIFLE, Colo. — Timothy Allen 

Poquette, 63, former lifelong 
resident of Starksboro, Vt., passed 
away peacefully surrounded by 
his loving family at the Colorado 
Veterans Community Living 
Center in Rifle, Colo., on Feb. 14, 
2023.

Tim was born Nov. 15, 1959, in 
Burlington, Vt. After graduating 
from CVU High School in 1977, 
he joined the Navy. He worked 
in aviation, assembling bombs, 
rockets and missiles for airplanes. 
Tim was a proud veteran and served 
his country honorably for over 20 
years, advancing from petty officer 
and retiring as staff sergeant in the 
Vermont National Guard.

After the navy, and while serving 
in the guard, Tim worked at 
Dynapower for over 15 years until 
health issues forced his retirement.

Tim will be remembered fondly 
as an avid outdoorsman. He loved 
to share his passion for hunting 
and shooting and reveled in talking 
about his travels any chance he got 
with family and friends. He had 
quite an amusing sense of humor 
and often he’d pull his brandy out 
of his hunting boot to “discreetly” 
enjoy a sip, as if no one knew he 
had hidden it there.

He was a loving family man and 
cared deeply for his siblings, often 
referring to them as his best friends. 
Tim’s relationship with his siblings 

TIMOTHY ALLEN 
POQUETTE

grew greater especially during his 
retirement years, adventuring with 
William and Tammy Poquette 
and Brad and Tammy Bothwell. 
Together, he and his siblings 
made the best memories his kids 
can remember him having in a 
very long time. Prior to moving 
to Colorado, Tim vastly enjoyed 
spending quality time in Starksboro 
with his younger brother Randy 
Poquette.

Tim was predeceased his parents, 
Francis and Barbara Poquette; 
his brother, Jeffrey Poquette; and 
most recently, the love of his life, 
Tammy Poquette (Ratta). Tim and 
Tammy lived a full life together 
and stood by each other no matter 

what challenges dealt them — they 
were a team.

Tim had various health issues that 
contributed to his passing. Even 
though the last year was incredibly 
difficult, each day he greeted every 
visitor with a smile, and his middle 
finger, his own way of showing his 
carefree and fun personality, even 
on his toughest days.

Tim also leaves behind four 
children, Francis Poquette, 
Heather and (Josh) Verret, Cody 
and (Taress) Poquette, and 
Shauntell and (Cody) Barnum. In 
addition, he leaves eight beautiful 
grandchildren, whom he referred 
to as the “light of his life,” Hunter, 
Tanner, and Cayden Poquette, 
Kellen Verret, McKenzie and 
Wade Poquette, and Mylah and 
Garrison Barnum. Tim also leaves 
behind several strong and loving 
supportive family members and 
two special aunts, Aunt Marsha 
Davis and Aunt Connie Hanson, 
who took him under their wing 
after Tim’s parents passed away.

A private memorial service with 
military honors will be held for 
family and friends on Friday, May 
12, 2023, at 9 a.m., at the Vermont 
Veterans Memorial Cemetery, 487 
Furnace Rd, Randolph Center, 
Vt. A celebration of life reception 
for all will follow from noon-2 
p.m. at the Middlebury VFW, 530 
Exchange Street, Middlebury, Vt. ◊

34 MAIN ST., 
SUITE 1

VERGENNES,
VT 05491

(802) 870-7170

 

Don’t miss out!Don’t miss out!
Schedule your Free 15 Minute 

Consultation Today!
All major insurances are accepted. Including: 

We service ALL makes
and models of hearing aids

Life isLife is
Beautiful.Beautiful.

Invest in Your Hearing 
and Enjoy the Company 

of Your Friends
and Loved Ones.

Shelby (Harcourt) DeWitt, 90, of Weybridge
WEYBRIDGE – Shelby 

(Harcourt) DeWitt passed February 
20, 2023, at the age of 90, after a 
short illness. She was born on Nov. 
17, 1932, the daughter of Floyd 
M. and Viola (Brandt) Harcourt 
of Modena, N.Y. She attended 
and graduated as valedictorian of 
Wallkill School District. She married 
Gerald C. DeWitt on Dec. 9, 1950 in 
Modena, N.Y. They had three sons. 
The family later moved to Bristol, 
and then to Weybridge, Vt.

Shelby is survived by her three 
sons: Gary (Barbara) in North 
Ferrisburgh, Marty (Cathy) in South 
Dakota, and Tom in Weybridge; 
two grandsons, Jason and Jeremy 
DeWitt; and a great-grandson, 
Carson DeWitt. She is also survived 
by a sister-in-law, Marian Whitford 

SHELBY (HARCOURT) 
DEWITT

of New York, and several nieces and 
nephews, all very dear to her. Shelby 
was predeceased by her husband 
of 66 years, Gerald C. DeWitt; her 
sister, Shirley Fowler; and brother-
in-law, Fred Fowler.

Calling hours are Friday, March 
3, from 4-6 p.m. at Sanderson-
Ducharme Funeral Home, 117 
South Main St., in Middlebury, Vt. 
Interment will be private, at a later 
date in Modena Rural Cemetery 
in Modena, N.Y. In lieu of flowers, 
donations may be made to Addison 
County Home Health & Hospice, 
Route 7 north, Middlebury, Vt., 
05753.

Arrangements under the direction 
of Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral 
Home. Online condolences at: www.
sandersonfuneralservice.com◊

Letters
Vote for Ellen 
Whelan-Wuest

Ellen Whelan-Wuest has my 
vote for the Cornwall seat on 
the ACSD board. All of us who 
have been following school 
issues understand the complexity 
of the situation. There are no 
easy answers, and there are 
extremely difficult decisions 
that the board must make. Ellen 
gathers information and carefully 
researches the issues. She has 
a keen mind for analysis and, 
through her work for criminal 
justice policy reform, has a deep 
appreciation for the challenges that 
myriad families face. Ellen is well-
practiced in analyzing complex 
problems and supporting actions to 
change the whole of society for the 
better. 

Ellen’s impressive energy as a 
community volunteer (WomenSafe, 
Cornwall Development Review 
Board, Red Clover Children’s 
Center, and more) demonstrates 
her passion for helping to improve 
lives throughout Addison County. 
Ellen’s skills and personality 

NEWS? Email it to:
news@addisonindependent.com

ADDISON 
COUNTY School Briefs
Patience Hanley of Middlebury 

has been named to the dean’s list 
at The University of Maine. To 
be eligible for the list, a student Roger Williams University in 

Edward Goodnow Martel, 95, of Orwell
ORWELL — Edward Goodnow 

Martel, age 95, passed away 
Thursday, Feb. 16, 2023, at Helen 
Porter Healthcare and Rehab, 
Middlebury, Vt.

Ed was born in Westfield, Mass., 
on July 30, 1927. He was the son 
of Eugene and Eddith (Goodnow) 
Martel. He grew up in Westfield, 
where he received his education. 
On June 10, 1946, he married 
Marjorie Kimberley, of Orwell, 
Vt., his bride of 70 years. He was 
a veteran of World War II, having 
served in the United States Navy. 
Following his honorable discharge, 
he came to Orwell.

Ed’s wish from the time he 
graduated from high school was, 
as he put it, “to make good,” and 
that he did! Ed and his father-in-
law, Warren, built a number of 
homes in the Orwell area. Later, he 
worked for the United States Postal 
Service for many years, retiring in 
1987. Following retirement from 
the USPS, he worked at Brandon 
Lumber for several years. 

Ed was a long-time, loyal 
member of Independence Masonic 
Lodge in Orwell, and the First 
Congregational Church of Orwell. 
He served on the local Board 
of Education, was a Boy Scout 
Leader, and an umpire for the 
local baseball team. He was an 
integral part of the Memorial Day 

EDWARD GOODNOW 
MARTEL

Parade Committee, the Orwell 
Fire Department, and Orwell First 
Response. Right up until the time 
of his death, Ed was an avid reader, 
and a faithful Boston Red Sox 
fan. He enjoyed many years as a 
sugarmaker with his family. After 
the Martel family shut down their 
sugaring operation, Mike Christian 
and family, of Orwell, continued 
the operation for which Ed was so 
grateful! 

Ed loved his many friends and 
family with all his heart, and they 
loved him. He is survived by four 
sons: Wayne (Shelley), Glenn, 
Gordon (Pam), and Neil (Nancy). 

Ed is also survived by his brother, 
George; grandchildren, Kurt, 
Megan, Kyle, Colby, Riley, and 
Kacey; niece Marcia (Stephen), 
nephew Brian (Jetty) and their 
children. He was predeceased 
by his wife; Marjorie Martel in 
August 2018.

A celebration of life for both Ed 
and wife, Marjorie, is planned for 
later this spring. Memorial gifts in 
lieu of flowers may be made, in Ed’s 
memory to: Helen Porter Nursing 
Home Improvement Project, for 
the beautification of the outdoor 
courtyard, a very special place to 
Ed, where each day he would salute 
the flag, spend time in prayer, and 
visit with family, friends, and staff. 
Donations by mail can be made to: 
Helen Porter Rehab and Nursing, 
℅ Porter Medical Center, Office 
of Development, 115 Porter Drive, 
Middlebury, VT 05753, or online: 
Porter Nursing Home website via 
the donations link. Please note on 
donation that this should benefit 
the courtyard project. 

With gratitude, Ed’s family 
wish to thank everyone at Helen 
Porter for their love and care of 
our beloved father, father-in-law, 
and grandfather. Ed was family to 
them, and they were family to him. 

Arrangements are under the 
direction of the Miller & Ketcham 
Funeral home in Brandon. ◊

must have completed 12 or more 
calculable credits in the semester 
and have earned a 3.50 or higher 
semester GPA.

Bristol, R. I., has released its dean’s 
list for the fall 2023 semester, 
which includes local students Talia 
Cotroneo of Weybridge, Kamren 
Kiefer of Vergennes and David 
Peters of Salisbury. 

Re-Elect
Suzanne Buck to ACSD Board

• Collaborative, honest,         
open-minded

• Diversity, Equity and 
Supportive Culture for all

• Data-driven support of student 
outcomes

• Strong leadership and 
transparency

Paid for by: Suzanne S. Buck, 4351 Crown Point Rd., Bridport VT

Support our 
children and

their education.

are exactly what ACSD needs. 
She’s a great listener, thorough 
analyst, and committed advocate 
for people of all walks of life. 
Please join me in supporting Ellen; 
her depth of experience, open 
ears, and big heart will help the 

ACSD board wisely address the 
challenging tasks on their table. 
Our children, families, teachers, 
and administrators will all benefit 
from Ellen’s thoughtfulness.

Marc Lapin
Cornwall

to the Editor

Send us your pet!
news@addisonindependent.com

Pet of the 
week
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nonprofits in Addison County give 
Ellen great insight into the needs 
of our community.

More importantly, Ellen is 
open-minded and respectful to all 
points of view. Ellen may come to 
different conclusions than I would 
on the board, but I will always feel 
confident that she will have done 
so with the best interest of our 
school district and the children it 
serves at the core. That is how she 
operates.

Ellen is one of three candidates 
running from Cornwall. I urge 

everyone in the seven towns to 
elect Ellen to keep serving our 
district.

I am equally thankful that 
Suzanne Buck of Bridport is 
stepping up to another three years 
on the board. Suzanne’s dedication 
to our school district seems 
to know no bounds. Suzanne 
served as a Bridport school board 
member and has been on the 
ACSD board since its inception, 
and currently is vice chair.

Suzanne hasn’t stopped there. 
She is one of the ACSD board’s 
delegates to the Hannaford Career 

Center, and serves as the chair of 
that board. The vital link Suzanne 
provides between ACSD and 
PHCC helps keep both programs 
strong for our students.

Suzanne’s long history of 
community involvement, 
especially in the education of our 
kids, makes her an easy choice in 
the election of a Bridport member 
of the ACSD board.

I urge everyone to learn about 
and support these two fine 
candidates.

Peter Conlon
Cornwall

Conlon letter
(Continued from Page 5A)

Letters to the Editor

ACSD board candidate has shown true leadership
The views expressed in the 

following letter are mine and 
are not meant to represent the 
congregation I serve. 

Ellen Whelan-Wuest is running 
for the ACSD school board. That’s 
good news for our towns and 
schools, families and children. 
If you know Ellen, I hardly need 
to say more. But given Ellen’s 
aversion to grandstanding, and 
her inclination to redirect personal 
accolades to the teams she leads, I 
want to say a few things that Ellen 
would not. 

The discourse around the 
current state of our schools (and 
their future) could use a lot more 
of what Ellen has to offer. I’m 
thinking about Ellen’s kind, 
calm, non-anxious presence; her 

genuine interest in and openness 
to different perspectives; her 
willingness to take on challenging 
projects and see them through; 
and, her ability to articulate 
thoughts in very clear, generative 
ways. 

Ellen is one of the best 
collaborative leaders I’ve ever 
worked with. She works hard 
and smart, and she draws out the 
best from the company she keeps. 
She’ll tell you all about the “group 
effort,” and she’s not wrong, but 
the groups she works with are 
obviously strengthened by her 
considerable gifts.

Over the past year, Ellen has led 
an effort to establish a childcare 
center, the Red Clover Children’s 
Center, at the Congregational 

Church. As you might imagine, 
this has been a complicated 
project. No instruction manual. 
Lots of reaching out, asking 
questions, discerning a way 
forward. Everyone on that board 
has contributed a great deal of 
time, effort, and expertise. And 
everyone on that board will tell 
you that Ellen’s leadership has 
much to do with the group’s 
success.

If you think it’s time to mend 
what’s frayed in our district’s 
schools, then I would commend 
Ellen’s candidacy to you. She’s 
got my vote. It will bring me joy 
to pencil in the oval beside Ellen’s 
name on March 7th.

Andy Nagy-Benson
Weybridge

USFS logging proposal would have negative impacts
I wish to comment on the 

informative op ed by Howard 
Jennings on Feb. 16th, 2023 
(https://www.addisonindependent.
com/2023/02/16/climate-matters-
our-young-peoples-future-our-
forests-our-changing-climate/) 
about the effort to sequester 
carbon in old and mature forests 
in Vermont and nationwide. He 
says “This logging is unnecessary 
and unjustifiable economically or 
environmentally. Vermont’s private 
forests can supply all of the timber 
we need while logging younger 
trees. Worse yet, our tax dollars 
should not subsidize logging that 
hastens climate change.”

The U.S. Forest Service is 
proposing to log nearly 12,000 
acres of mostly mature and old 
trees in Vermont’s Green Mountain 
National Forest east of Brandon. 
This massive “timber sale” is 
part of a management plan called 
the Telephone Gap Integrated 
Resource Project, which is larger 
than the entire City of Burlington! 
It would endanger the water 
quality of Chittenden Reservoir, 

introduce invasive species, 
and destroy habitat needed by 
threatened and endangered species. 
This is a highly destructive logging 
job and has been called one of 
the ten worst projects in the U.S. 
by Climate Forests, a national 
coalition of 120 environmental 
groups.

The public has through Monday, 
March 13, to submit a comment 
to the U.S. Forest Service for 
the Telephone Gap project. The 
USFS has additionally approved 
40,000-acres of logging over the 
next 15 years, more than at any 
point in the past three decades. 
Please make your voice heard 
to stop or reduce the amount of 
logging! Please find time to do the 
following:

• Submit a comment (or 
several, if so inclined. There’s 
no limit to the number of 
submissions and I have sent 
two). Comment via this link: 
https://cara.fs2c.usda.gov/Public/
CommentInput?Project=60192. 
Language is important, so refer 
to “Old and Mature Forests,” not 

“Old Growth” forests since there is 
a difference in the definition.

• Please write to Senators 
Sanders and Welch and 
Representative Balint to urge them 
to save public forests, now with 
Telephone Gap, and in the future.

My grandchildren also care very 
much about their future! They 
are aware of what will happen if 
policies don’t change. Even my 
little 7-year-old granddaughter 
is passionate about Nature. My 
16-year-old granddaughter, her 
brother and her friends have been 
in tears or hopeless when they 
hear dire predictions about tipping 
points on the radio. It is truly 
heart-breaking. I am convinced 
that the future of a healthy planet 
lies in the hands of our young 
people and that strides will be 
made once they are of a decision-
making age. Please heed Howard 
Jennings’ call to action, to urge the 
current decision makers to move in 
the right direction before it is too 
late for our young people!!

Sally Jenks Roth
Bristol

Ethical hunting, not trapping, should be encouraged
About a week ago Mike Covey, 

executive director of the Vermont 
Traditions Coalition and trapping 
lobbyist, wrote an opinion piece 
published in most local newspapers 
in our state that said, in sum, that if 
you don’t like fishing, hunting, or 
trapping, then just don’t do it. As if 
fishing, hunting, or trapping were 
beyond thinking about for anyone 
who happened not to fish, hunt, 
or trap. He went on to suggest “... 
can you imagine anyone wanting 
to deprive Vermonters of what is 
perhaps the least carbon-polluting 
and most organic food source? 
Wanting to force dependence on 
a polluting and often poisoned 
industrial food supply chain? 
Denying their neighbors the 
health and mental benefits of 
their connections to the outdoors? 
Discriminating against what are, 
for many, spiritual rituals?”

No, this wasn’t an argument 
to promote healthful eating. Or 
spiritual rituals. It was about 
hunting.

But who is trying to ban 
hunting? Or deprive anyone of 
food? (I like venison, and, happily, 
my family hunts. But that’s neither 
here nor there.)

Almost everything we do, after 

all, has some sort of qualifier, or 
limit, on how that activity may 
be carried out. There are laws, 
societal ethics, and our own 
personal sense of morality that 
usually keeps us from taking 
things too far, or behaving in 
ways that are unacceptable. These 
curbs changed over time: hunting 
was once indiscriminate, the 
supply of wildlife imagined to be 
somewhere short of infinite; there 
were bounties on various creatures 
that were cycled in and out of 
periods when they were labeled 
“varmints.”

We have moved on from those 
days. To a degree, at least.

We read that the number of 
hunters has been declining for 
several years and is fully expected 
to continue declining. How, one 
might wonder, will new people be 
motivated to become hunters if it 
means joining a group that believes 
itself vilified and threatened, and 
reacts with anger toward anyone 
who speaks of mitigating harm to 
wildlife?

No one is working to ban 
ethical hunting. We should be 
promoting it. Shouldn’t we be 
asking ourselves whether setting 
a pack of dogs after bears or 

other animals is an ethical way of 
hunting? Shouldn’t we be asking 
why some animals are allowed to 
be killed at any time in any manner, 
and still to this day are scorned as 
merely “varmints?” Should we be 
asking why trapping is conflated 
with hunting? Besides the fact that 
traps can kill animals, how does 
that connect it to hunting? And 
shouldn’t we be asking for what 
essential purpose animals are being 
trapped? (Who wears fur anymore, 
anyway?) Why are body-crushing 
traps or leg-hold traps — banned 
in over 100 countries — used in 
the first place? Obvious in their 
design is the infliction of prolonged 
suffering. Unlike hunters who are 
expected to know their targets 
before they shoot, traps don’t 
discriminate which animal’s leg or 
body they seize.

If indeed the hunters Mr. Covey 
wrote about so furiously are 
outdoor enthusiasts, where is their 
concern for the life that make its 
home in that supposedly much-
appreciated outdoors? Somewhere 
in that sense of appreciation, and 
respect for the entire chain of life, 
lies a true spiritual ritual.

Norma Norland
New Haven

Whelan-Wuest is an objective problem-solver
On March 7th I will vote for 

Ellen Whelan-Wuest to serve on 
the Addison Central School District 
Board.

Earlier this year Ellen was chosen 
from a field of three candidates 
(that included Chris Kramer and 
Jeff Taylor) by the Addison Central 
School District Board to temporarily 
fill the Cornwall spot on the panel 
recently vacated by incumbent Peter 
Conlon.

I believe she was chosen because 
she demonstrated the best fit to 
address the ever-challenging 
responsibilities facing the ACSD 

Board. Ellen recognizes that the 
path forward requires a focused 
effort not to be sidetracked by 
single hot-topic issues. That effort 
takes specific skills and Ellen has 
a demonstrated history of strong 
collaboration through her work 
and volunteer commitments. She is 
practiced in sorting out complicated 
issues with many moving parts 
and brings strong problem-solving 
skills to the table. Ellen listens 
objectively and respectfully to 
differing perspectives and has 
already started the hard work 
we need to help lead our schools 

forward.
Having lived in Cornwall for 

more than fifty years and worked 
as an Early Childhood Educator in 
our SU/SD for much of that time, 
I care deeply about all our school 
communities, and I recognize 
ACSD faces complex and varied 
challenges ahead. I believe Ellen 
is the person we need to continue 
to move our SD in a positive 
direction.

Please vote on or before March 
7th.

Kathleen Reynolds
Cornwall

Anti-trapping crowd offers baseless arguments 
In response to the anti-trapping 

hit piece masquerading as 
journalism ...

I would like to condemn 
the paper for publishing such 
a one-sided anti-trapping hit 
piece. Hardly deserving of the 
Independent. Was this a POW 
sponsored article? You know, the 
subversive anti-hunting group 
which is incrementally working 
to ban all hunting and trapping in 
Vermont.

In regard to the article itself, I am 
not surprised to see the same old 
baseless arguments brought forth 
for why trapping should be banned. 
The anti-trapping crowd love to 
trot out the usual “inhumane,” 
“outmoded and harmful,” 
“unnecessarily painful” emotional 
appeals. None of these arguments 
are objective or “science-based” 
and are purely subjective. Wearing 
bell bottoms is “outmoded,” 
Should they be banned? Many 
think going to the dentist is 
“unnecessarily painful.” Should 
we ban dentists? And the classic 
— “inhumane!” Is it “inhumane” 
to slaughter cattle, poultry and 
swine? If so, what is to keep the 
Legislature from introducing a 
bill to ban the slaughter? After all, 
the vast majority consume meat 
but wouldn’t have the stomach to 
actually slaughter and process an 
animal on their own.

Trapping is hardly the danger 
to biodiversity, the ecosystem, 
beavers, dogs and our delicate 

feelings that it is made out to be in 
this article. Trapping wouldn’t even 
make the top 10! The greatest threat 
to biodiversity and the ecosystem 
in this state is likely development; 
including by many well-heeled 
anti-trapping transplants who 
like to build their play farms and 
wonderlands in remote areas.

As for beavers, considerably 
more are killed for interfering with 
landowners than are ever trapped. 
Many are also driven out by having 
their dams destroyed. One well-
known peace-loving Lincolnite 
had no issues asking an excavator 
operator who had removed a 
dam to crush the beavers. I know 
another Lincolnite who destroyed 
a decades-old large beaver dam 
and turned prime beaver habitat 
and wetlands into a horse pasture 
for one horse! I know another who 
rerouted an entire brook away from 
beaver habitat. All in just one town!

And as for dogs, it boggles 
the mind how anyone can be so 
irresponsible an owner that they 
do not have constant knowledge 
of where their dog is and what it is 
doing and complete control over 
it. Apparently, flouting responsible 
ownership, leash laws and town 
ordinances are okay, but engaging 
in lawful regulated trapping is bad. 
I would add that dogs running at 
large are a far greater threat to 
wildlife and people than trapping 
ever will be. How many deer are 
brutally run down and torn apart by 
dogs every year?

This issue goes far beyond 
trapping. Our government has been 
taken over by folks who not only 
introduce countless emotionally 
driven and feel-good assaults on 
Constitutional rights and other 
things that bother them, but feel 
that they actually have the power to 
do so. Their actions are repugnant 
to the Vermont Constitution and 
our system of governance. And 
folks cheer them on! Years from 
now when someone introduces a 
bill to eviscerate our new Article 
22 rights, will the same folks be 
cheering?

There is nothing more oppressive 
than a self-righteous majority. 
Such a majority can run roughshod 
over the minority. Remember, it 
was a majority who elected Hitler. 
It was a majority that voted for 
maintaining slavery and later 
segregation in the South. It was the 
majority, including then Senator 
Biden, who passed the Defense of 
Marriage Act. Ninety-nine out of 
a hundred in favor of something, 
does not make the one wrong or the 
ninety-nine right.

The fact is that trapping is 
protected under Section 67 of the 
Vermont Constitution, a document 
that this Legislature in particular 
seems to have zero allegiance 
or respect for. Trapping is not 
something that one can just do 
away with as if one was voting on 
an appropriations bill.

Leon Smith
Middlebury

Buck has earned another term on the ACSD board

Letters can be found on Pages 4A, 5A, 7A, 8A & 9A.

(See Morse letter, Page 9A)

I write this letter in support of 
Suzanne Buck. Suzanne lives in 
Bridport and is running for re-
election to the Addison Central 
School District board. As you may 
or may not be aware, school board 
representatives are elected by the 

voters of all seven towns in our 
district, so if you reside in Bridport, 
Cornwall, Middlebury, Ripton, 
Salisbury, Shoreham or Weybridge, 
you can cast a vote for Suzanne, 
and I encourage you to do so.

I was a school board member 

in this district for over 20 years. I 
served with a lot of people during 
that period, including Suzanne. 
Besides working together on the 
ACSD board, Suzanne and I also 
served together for several years as 
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Climate matters
Perspectives on Change

COVID-19 vaccine clinics available throughout 
Addison County through March 31st. 

Please call 
Mountain Community Health 

(formerly Mountain Health Center) 
for more information at 

(802) 453-3911. 
MCH will be offering Pfizer Bivalent

Boosters for all ages 5+.

  Boosters are FREE 
NO INSURANCE REQUIRED. 

Still Not Vaccinated?
Need a Booster?

** Walk-in COVID-19 vaccinations available this Saturday, February 25,  
9AM – 12 noon at Mountain Community Health, 61 Pine St. Bristol.

By STEVE MAIER
A well-known saying on 

bicycle touring trips is, “Drink 
before you’re thirsty, eat before 
you’re hungry, and shift before 
you have to.” 

My wife and 
I discovered 
something similar 
while driving 
and charging our 
electric vehicle 
(EV) on our road 
trip to Florida last 
month. “Lower 
your distance 
expectations, stop to 
charge well before you 
have to, and eat and drink 
while you charge.” 

We love our Hyundai Kona 
EV, and have had zero issues 
with driving it just about 
anywhere in Vermont and back 
again in a day. We charge at 
night in the garage at lower rates 
than for other electricity, and 
the car is ready to go again in 
the morning. But this was our 
first long-distance trip, and we 
learned some things along the 
way. 

Bottom line? We had a great 
trip and never got close to 
running out of battery. Did we 
have to plan our travel days 
carefully? Yes. Was there some 
worry along the way? Yes. But 
in hindsight, the issues were not 
a big deal, and we’d certainly do 
it again. 

With EV charging there are 
now four charging speeds: slow 
(regular home outlet), medium 
(what we have in our garage), 
fast and really fast. When you’re 
traveling away from home and 
longer distances, it’s the fast 
and really fast chargers that 
you want. They will get your 
battery up to 80% of capacity 
and on your way in 30 to 60 
minutes depending on your car’s 
battery system, the power levels 
available at the charger you have 
chosen, and how low your car’s 
battery was to start with.  

When planning our trip and 
each day’s travel, we used an 
independent EV charging app 
called PlugShare. It does a good 
job of showing all of the public 
chargers on a map. You can zoom 
in and out to figure out which 
route might be best from an EV 
charging perspective. The screen 
can get very busy in some areas, 
so one thing to do is to use the 
filtering function to turn off the 
medium fast chargers to leave 
only the fastest chargers on the 
map. There are also some areas 
with few or even no chargers, so 
you need to plan ahead. As you 
would expect, there are more 
chargers in more populated 
areas and fewer in more rural 
or remote places. On our trip, 
there were fewer chargers in the 
Poconos, Shenandoah Valley 
and southcentral South Carolina.  

There are numerous EV 
charging companies, and it’s 
a little overwhelming at first. 
Each has its own app that you 

To Florida and back in our EV!

representatives from ACSD to the 
Hannaford Career Center board, 
where she currently serves as chair. 
We also shared many committee 
assignments, so I think it’s fair to 
say I’ve gotten to know Suzanne 
well. In my many years of working 
with her, she has always kept 
an open mind when it comes to 
making decisions — especially the 
tough ones. Personal points of view 
are fine — we all have them — but 
once you become a board member, 
those should be put aside so one 
can listen with an open mind to all 
sides, ask clarifying questions, and 
then make decisions based on the 
best information available. I know 

Suzanne has and will continue to 
do that because I’ve seen her do it 
time and time again.

Suzanne takes board work very 
seriously and is always looking for 
opportunities to be better educated 
on the roles and responsibilities 
of a good school board. She has 
regularly attended trainings given 
by the Vermont School Board 
Association and has even stepped 
up to be one of the current Addison 
County representatives on the state 
VSBA board.

It has saddened me to see so 
much recent distrust of elected 
officials in this country, not just 
federal and state representatives, 
but right down to our local 

ACSD members. Suzanne has no 
agenda other than to be mindful 
of our school budgets and the 
taxpayers who finance them, and 
most importantly, making sure 
every child in our district has 
an equitable chance at a great 
education. 

No matter which town you 
reside in, you can trust Suzanne 
to work collaboratively with her 
fellow board members as they 
tackle the tough decisions facing 
our district. I hope you will join me 
in voting to re-elect Suzanne Buck 
for the Bridport seat on the ACSD 
board.

Lorraine Morse
Middlebury

need to download to your smart 
phone and use to activate the 
charger you have selected and 
make payments. In most cases, 
you will need to set up an account 

with a credit card that will 
be charged as you go. 

We have five apps 
downloaded, but we 
quickly gravitated 
to Electrify 
America. Their 
business model 
is to provide fast 

and really fast 
chargers every 70 

miles or so along 
interstate highways and 

other major routes. They 
provide anywhere from four to 
eight charging stations at each 
site, which alleviates much of 
the worry about having one be 
available when you arrive. We 
had to wait for 10-20 minutes 
only twice during our trip. With 
a few exceptions, other charging 
companies provide fewer stations 
at each site (typically 1 to 2) and 
slower charging speeds.

What about the cost? While 
charging rates vary across 
different charging companies 
and different states (or electric 
utilities), we typically paid $5 to 
$8 for 100-150 miles of range 
added to our battery, which is 
comparable to what we pay at 
home. You might multiply that 
by 3 ($15 to $24) to compare to a 
gas tank fill-up. Overall, EV’s are 
relatively inexpensive to “fill up” 
compared to gasoline.

It turns out that different EVs 
have different battery systems 
and can accept different charging 
speeds. In general, newer EVs 
have better systems and can be 
charged at higher speeds. Our 
2019 Kona is relatively old for 
an EV, and will accept charging 
rates up to only 75 kW. Every 
vehicle’s battery system regulates 
the amount of energy it will 
accept, and newer cars can accept 
2-3 times what our Kona can. So 
it takes less time for more charge 
in these newer EVs. All EV 
battery systems slow down the 
energy coming in as the battery 
gets closer to fully charged to 
help protect battery life. In the 
case of the Kona, it only accepts 
around 50kW after the battery is 
70% full, 35 kW after 75% and 24 

kW after 80%. The 24 kW is still 
more than three times faster than 
what we get in our garage.  

A few concluding notes:
• We stayed in Airbnbs along 

the way for three to four days at 
a time and the hosts were happy 
to have us plug in. So, we would 
plug in at night into a regular 
110V outlet and slowly recharge 
that way (which might take 24 to 
36 hours). 

• Every now and then, a 
charger would not communicate 
sufficiently with our car, and we 
would have to call Customer 
Service (all EV chargers 
include customer service phone 
numbers). Our representatives 
were all helpful and pleasant, and 
they always got the charge going. 
Sometimes they would initiate the 
charge remotely or ask that we try 
connecting to a different machine.

• Our worst experiences were 
the first and last days, both in New 
York state. The chargers were 
obtuse and hard to use, but even 
in those cases the nice customer 
service folks got us going after 
15-20 minutes. 

• By the way, the EV charging 
network in Quebec is very good, 
but you’ll need another app and 
set up your account ahead of 
time. We recommend Le Circuit 
Electrique (Electric Circuit in 
English), which is a joint venture 
between several provincial 
agencies and Hydro-Quebec.   

EV charging networks are 
much better than they were 
three years ago when we got our 
Kona. I expect things will get 
significantly better over the next 
year or two, in part because there 
is lots of funding for charging 
infrastructure in last year’s 
federal Inflation Reduction Act. 
There will be more fast and very 
fast chargers, and the EV battery 
systems themselves will continue 
to improve so they can safely 
accept very fast charging speeds. 
So, if you’re thinking about 
getting an EV or taking your EV 
on a longer trip, go ahead: take 
the plunge!   

—————
Steve Maier, a former member 

of the Vermont House, currently 
serves on the Middlebury Energy 
Committee and is a founding 
board member of CEAC, the 
Climate Economy Action Center.

STEVE MAIER’S HYUNDAI Kona (with our bikes) charges at 
an Electrify America site in Pennsylvania recently. He saw many 
different EV cars and trucks along the way (yes, that’s a Rivian 
pick-up/SUV), and there was a good amount of camaraderie, 
storytelling and helping out happening.

Photo courtesy of Steve Maier
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Letters to the Editor

Stone has the right ideas to improve ACSD schools
Hilda Stone of Bridport has 

chosen to put in her name as a 
candidate for the Addison Central 
School District Board representing 
the Town of Bridport. This letter is 
an endorsement of her candidacy.

Born and raised in Lincoln, 
Vt., Hilda attended the Lincoln 
Community School and Mount 
Abraham Union High School, 
graduating at the end of her junior 
year. Not knowing what her life’s 
mission would be, Hilda deferred 
college and worked a variety of 
jobs in different fields in order to 
decide what she wanted to do in 
her life.

In 2007 Hilda met and married 
Tracy Stone, a Bridport native, 
and they have their own business, 
T. Stone Mechanical, where Hilda 
serves as the administrator and 
business manager.

In 2015 Hilda and Tracy made 
the decision to adopt a daughter, 
who now attends Bridport school.

Hilda was a stay-at-home 
mom until last year. Now as the 
mother of a child in the school, 
Hilda works closely with the 
PTO, helping with fundraisers 
and functions, and Hilda this year 
is the vice president of the PTO. 
For the past year and a half, Hilda 
has also worked in administrative 
support for the Middlebury 
Ambulance vaccine clinic, 
maintaining patient flow at busy 
times and keeping up to date on 
eligibility requirements. Hilda has 
spearheaded very successful food 
and toy drives to benefit HOPE’s 
holiday meal boxes and Holiday 
Toy Shop.

Hilda’s chief motivation in 
running for the ACSD Board 
is her love for her daughter, 
and a passionate desire that we 
make the world a better place 
for our children, and that starts 
with school. One of her goals 
is to advance the acceptance 

of diversity among all students 
across the district. Children of 
all ethnicities need to be able to 
form positive connections and 
relationships with one another in 
school. Her daughter is a biracial 
child, and so for Tracy and 
Hilda, her parents, it is incredibly 
important that there be social and 
educational equity for all children 
of all ethnicities within ACSD.

Hilda is accustomed to hard 
work. She will strive to gather 
the information that will support 
the ideas she believes in. She 
knows how to problem solve and 
to engage in brainstorming with 
others of varying opinions and 
ideals. Hilda understands that she 
needs to listen to others, even 
those she disagrees with, and keep 
an open mind. We need parents 
like Hilda on the ACSD Board for 
the good of all our children.

Millard and Laurie Cox
Ripton

Career Center board touts hiring of Nicole MacTavish
On behalf of the Patricia 

A. Hannaford Career Center 
(PAHCC), I am delighted to report 
that the board has not only offered 
a superintendent’s contract to, but 
it has been accepted by Nicole 
MacTavish. She was interviewed 
by parents, students, faculty, 
community members/workforce 
and finally the school board. It 
is not often that one can report 
that a candidate sailed through 
each group with flying colors! We 
would also like to publicly thank 
McPherson and Jacobson LLC for 

their experience and help through 
this process.

Nicole MacTavish is currently 
working as an educational 
specialist for the U.S. Army 
Garrison Kwajalein Atoll. She 
comes with a wealth of experience 
in Career and Technical Education 
and has also served in almost 
every position that one can 
in education, from a teacher, 
assistant principal, assistant 
director, educational specialist and 
superintendent. Her experiences 
and knowledge are broad and 

deep, and we wish to extend to her 
a warm welcome to the PAHCC 
community and the greater 
community.  

MacTavish, her husband and 
son will be residing in Middlebury. 
Their son is looking forward to 
attending Middlebury Union 
High School as a ninth grader and 
being a Middlebury Tiger! To see 
her full résumé please visit the 
PAHCC website.

Suzanne Buck
PAHCC Board Chair

Bridport

Buying imported car on Presidents Day a bad choice
Celebrating our founding father, 

President Washington’s birthday by 
buying a foreign car.

TV media have been 
bombarding us for weeks with 
ads “celebrating the president’s 
birthday” with the purchase of a 
foreign imported car. In 1786, just 
three years after our independence, 
this country was facing a virtual 
collapse of its economy and loss of 
true sovereignty due to a grossly 
inadequate body of laws (the 
Article of Confederation) and the 
growing encroachment of foreign 

capital. As a response, a few 
enlightened visionaries called for, 
and I quote, “an end to this national 
humiliation and imbecility.” A new 
constitution was called for, with 
the primary purpose of regulating 
commerce and trade and securing 
our sovereignty.

We have lost our “sense of 
nation.” If we cease to act as a 
nation, we shall cease to be a 
nation.

In the Spirit of ’76, let us once 
again return relevant laws and 
agencies of implementation to once 

again achieve their proclaimed 
function of serving the public good 
for ourselves and our posterity.

“It is your patriotic duty to buy 
American products, every citizen 
is the economy, and therefore 
every citizen with government 
determines the fate of the economy. 
It is the duty of citizens to support 
the economy, industries, commerce 
and trade as integral to our nation’s 
sovereignty and independence.”

— Thomas Jefferson
Rustan Swenson

Middlebury
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New Household Waste Choices
In Middlebury & all of Addison County

Wade Acker • (802) 349-2414 
Visit www.ackerwastemanagement.com

for more information on our residential and drop off services!

Household TrashHousehold Trash • RecyclingRecycling • CompostCompost
Middlebury Drop off Options

At Quesnel Farm, 1442 Rt 7 North:
Saturdays 8 AM - 12 Noon   •   Tuesdays and Thursdays 2:00 - 6:00 PM

Standard trash: $6 per bag
Large bags $8-$10 • Compost: $2

Recycling FREE with paid trash

SurpriseSurprise  

Birthday Card Birthday Card 
ShowerShower

Send birthday messages 
before March 2nd to:

Mister Ed
c/o Chris Gebo,

37 Bowman Road
Vergennes, VT 05491

Addison Central School District board candidates Q&A

TRICIA ALLEN
1) I am running for school board 

to serve my community. This July 
will mark my 10-year anniversary 
as the children’s librarian at the 
Ilsley. I have worked hard to create 
connections with the youth and 
families in our district, whether it 
be through story times, coaching 
soccer or as a parent greeter at 
MUMS on Monday mornings. 
When a community study came 
out stating that many children in 
Addison County could not name 
one trusted adult outside of their 
school and family, I made it a 
priority for myself and the rest 
of the youth department to build 
those connections. I am a resource 
for parents and people who are 
concerned with the well-being of 
our children. I know how to find 
answers, and how to find reliable 
information to help people find 
their own answers. My life’s work 
revolves around making sure that 
children and their families are 
happy, healthy, and educated.

2) I am happy that the ACSD 
board decided to include the input 
of the community in school closure 
decisions. School board members 
are tasked with making decisions 
that serve all towns in our district. 
When such emotionally-fraught 
issues come before the board, it 
is easy to get caught up in the big 
feelings of the most vocal people 
and groups. The best way to get 
an understanding of where the 
people in our towns stand is to give 
everyone the chance to weigh in via 
ballot. 

3) I remember listening to Mary 
Hogan’s then assistant-principal 
Steve Lindemann talk about visiting 
schools that had implemented 
IB: examples of how the school 
was able to come together as a 
community, discussions with 
students about their interests and 
how they were able to pursue them 
through their schoolwork. I have 
talked with adults that graduated 
from IB schools and listened to 
them explain how they enjoyed 
the experience and how IB skills 
have aided them as an adult. The 
potential of IB is huge. As a district, 

we are falling far short of that 
potential. This is not a surprise to 
me given the challenges our schools 
have faced in the past years. The 
pandemic threw everything into 
turmoil. The past three years, our 
district has faced an unprecedented 
rate of staff turn-over. It is difficult 
to build a new education method 
when we are constantly working 
to support new teachers as they are 
forced to play catch-up. 

4) First and foremost, we need 
to make sure that our children are 
learning in buildings that are safe. 
The minimum to achieve that is 
$11.6 million, with a suggested 
$100+ million to set us up for the 
near future. Beyond the initial $11 
million, we have to figure out a 
return on investment. If we only 
make the base repairs now, does that 
mean that we are looking at a $200 
million price tag 10 years down the 
road? The board needs to continue 
to explore the different repair 
options and scenarios and present 
them with clear numbers as to tax 
impact now as well as likely tax 
impact in the future to the members 
of our district for feedback. 

5) The loss of funds to support 
special education in ACSD is a 
significant blow for the education 
of ALL children. In the long-run, it 
is imperative that the board speak 
up for our district and advocate for 
increased funding at the state level 
to meet the individual needs of 
communities around the state rather 
than a “one size fits all” model. The 
needs of our students don’t change 
simply because funding is reduced. 
It is the job of the board to distinguish 
between the wants and needs of our 
student body. This requires input 
from students, parents, teachers, 
administrators, and the community 
as a whole. No one is likely to enjoy 
the changes that will be necessary to 
create a budget the majority of the 
community can approve. It is my 
hope that by doing its due diligence, 
the board can present solutions 
that make sense to and for our 
community.
SUZANNE BUCK

1) I am running because I want to 
continue ensuring that our students 
have access to the best education 
we can give them here at ACSD. 
I have watched us grow from 
individual districts to one, from 
multiple teacher contracts with a 
disparity in pay levels to one, and 
the adoption of IB that at that point 
in time had the majority of teachers 
supporting it. My background as a 
Special Education teacher gives me 
the ability to understand curriculum 
decisions and policies. I believe 
that IB at that point in time was 
the right decision for this district 
as it moved us in a direction where 
all teachers understand the breadth 
and depth of the curriculum and the 
understanding of where a student 

needs to be when they graduate 
from MUHS. I also feel that when 
COVID hit we turned more to 
survival mode and we need to return 
to the data, what it tells us about 
student performance, our budget as 
it relates to academic achievement, 
and areas of improvement based on 
equity and inclusion. I enjoy policy 
work, the conversations that we 
have about the use of language, how 
the policy works in our district, and 
where each policy should be altered 
to meet the needs of our district. 
I also serve on two other boards 
representing the community of 
ACSD; the PAHCC board and the 
Vermont School Board Association, 
where I also serve on policy 
and legislative committee work 
respectively. Being a teacher has 
also allowed me to see and hear the 
struggles from the students’ point of 
view, which does not always match 
with that of the administration and 
staff. This forces me to question 
more of what is happening in our 
schools.

2) As a board member and a 
member of the greater community, 
I feel that the board decision was an 
attempt by this board at making a 
compromise. Vermont Statute does 
give school boards the power of 
fiduciary responsibility under which 
closing a school falls. However, 
I feel that the constituents of this 
district are well-educated and wise 
about the financial realities that 
we are faced with now and will 
continue into the future. Voting to 
make a compromise and giving the 
constituency a voice along with the 
board, feels like the right step at this 
point in time.

3) As an educator, I have taught 
one of the required IB classes, the 
Theory of Knowledge. This class on 
its own is a challenging class and it 
does require the student to look at 
learning from many different points 
of view/lenses. That being said, we 
have also heard from our HS student 
representatives that it does create 
real-life issues, students have to ask 
themselves, do I play sports and 
continue with an IB diploma, can I 
fit in the career center, sports, and 
the IB? There are a lot of challenges, 
and some students find themselves 
making life-changing decisions at 
an early age. My opinion is still 
being formed as to whether it is the 
best model for those students with 
learning disabilities. I have asked 
and have been assured that the 
program takes into account various 
learners but others say it does not. I 
have seen it bring together teachers, 
remove silo walls of departments, 
and allow for cross-curriculum 
work. It does seem for this type of 
teaching and curriculum work to 
continue we need IB, but maybe 
there are other options. What we 
need is a strong core curriculum, but 
do we benefit from the oversight of 

the IB system?
4) I believe that this number is 

wrong and that it is misleading. Our 
schools do need a lot of updating 
and maintenance for many reasons. 
When we were individual districts 
many towns deferred more costly 
projects in order to stay under the 
threshold. Since consolidating 
we have asked for studies on our 
facilities and where they are and 
what they need to be brought up to 
current code and not to future code. 
Since the initial study was made, we 
have felt the effects of COVID on 
our economies, the ever-increasing 
cost of building supplies, the 
increasing cost of borrowing money, 
and the major loss of employment 
by contractors. These are all 
factors in the ever-increasing cost 
to complete maintenance. I think 
we need to go back and talk about 
school maintenance as we once did; 
prioritizing items by most critical 
and or most cost-effective to do and 
then ranking them downwards. 

5) For starters, ensuring that 
we have a well thought-out 
and delineated process around 
Special Education and the newest 
implications of Act 173. Using 
more data-driven decision-making 
and through the proper use of MTSS 
(Multi-Tier System of Support) 
engaging faculty to use research-
based methods to insure that the 
students who ultimately are found 
to have a disability that places them 
under the protection of Special 
Education truly belong there. Once 
students receive this protected 
status, the team then works together 
to ensure that they make adequate 
progress and that the services 
provided are meaningful. ACSD has 
a system that while not perfect, is in 
a better place than other districts. 
We need to remember that Special 
Education is mandated through 
federal legislation and schools are 
required to pay the costs regardless 
of what it might do to their budgets. 
We also need to do whatever we can 
to hire the individuals necessary 
to provide the services, which is 
difficult to do right now.

JASON CHANCE
1) I’m running for the ACSD 

board to bring my perspective 
as a former student and parent 
in Vermont to the board. I have 
a 12-year-old at MUMS and a 
17-year-old at MUHS, both of 
whom have been in our district 
since kindergarten. I grew up in 
East Wallingford, Vt., and attended 
a union middle & high school in 
a rural school district. I earned a 
Bachelor of Science in Electrical 
Engineering (1999) and Master of 
Business Administration (2017) 
and have worked in Information 
Technology since 2003. Every day I 
help diverse groups of stakeholders 
make tough decisions about their 
business processes and systems 
informed by data. This requires 
active listening, personalized 
communication, and keen problem-
solving skills, all things that will 
serve me well on the ACSD board. 

2) I’m satisfied with the decision. 
I think a district-wide vote is a good 
compromise.

The board and the ad-hoc charter 
research group spent months 
researching and crafting language 
to update article 14. This allowed 
for ample public comment and 
feedback, which is why I was 
concerned that several members of 
the board were willing to change 
the proposed language on the fly 
during the February 13th meeting 
without any input or comment from 
the public. 

3) There are a lot of great 
things about the International 
Baccalaureate (IB): inquiry-based 
learning in which students chose 
the focus, heightened international 
perspective through second 
language acquisition, and an 
external curriculum used by schools 
around the world.

There are many challenges as 
well. Two-year classes in 11th and 
12th grade limit student options 
and reduce flexibility. The rigorous 
curriculum can be stressful for 
students and not all students are 
thriving in the IB curriculum.

We need to look at how we’ve 
implemented IB and see what’s 
working and what’s not. We need 
to be open and honest about IB’s 
impact (positive and negative) on 
our students’ success. I believe IB 
could be working better for our 
students. 

4) It’s no secret that district 
facilities have a lot of deferred 
maintenance. We need to provide 
schools that are safe and healthy 
for, and that meet the needs of, our 
students and educators. We cannot 
expect our students to learn or our 
teachers to teach in buildings that 
are crumbling or leaking around 
them. We need to approach this in 
phases. There are some immediate 
needs that must be met quickly 
(emergency lighting and fire alarm 
updates). There are other needs that 
are not as critical but will need to 
be addressed in the next 3-5 years 
(worn floors, HVAC controls, etc.). 
We also need to look longer term 
(10-20 years) and be thoughtful 
about what our students and teachers 
will need to give every student the 
greatest chance for success. 

5) We must always balance 
the needs of all students in our 
district. One thing is certain, if we 
do not meet the special education 
needs of our students, our entire 
student body suffers. Unmet special 
education needs negatively impact 
individual students and have the 
potential to negatively impact entire 
classrooms. Act 174 is designed to 
give school districts more flexibility 
in meeting student needs. It reduces 
some of the administrative burden 
of a reimbursement-based funding 
model and will result in an increase 
of $400k of special education 
funding for the ACSD in FY24. 
These additional funds should first 
be used to fill special education 
vacancies across the district. 
Having enough special education 
professionals helps meet the needs 

of all students and teachers.

LAURA HATHAN
1) I am running for the school 

board because our district is at 
a crossroads. I am a parent of a 
3rd-grader at Mary Hogan. I see 
firsthand the frustrations at MUMS: 
My husband is the chorus/music 
teacher. I have attended most of the 
school board meetings in the past 
year. This past spring, I advocated 
for the board to adopt a public 
participation policy in response to 
a meeting attendee being told that 
they couldn’t ask a question during 
a report to the board. In addition 
to having a child in the district 
and a spouse who teaches in the 
district, my mother is the director of 
transportation for a different school 
district. As a student, I attended a 
small school (8th-grade class of 31) 
and an MUHS-sized High School. 
I bring a breadth of knowledge and 
an understanding of many different 
perspectives. 

2) A vote by the entire district 
ensures that all the stakeholders 
have a fair say in the possibility of 
a school closure. We already vote 
as a district to elect school board 
members and have a single budget 
for all schools within the district. 
There seems to be a fear that the 
residents of Middlebury are willing 
to close elementary schools without 
much consideration, but I don’t 
believe that is true.

3) The IB program has been a 
mixed bag. IB has yet to attract any 
students to the district. I attended 
school board meetings where the 
student representatives talked 
about the overwhelming stress the 
students participating in the diploma 
program experience. I don’t believe 
high school students should be that 
stressed by schooling. I also think 
that the requirements for school 
programs should not be so vigorous 
that any student should be unable to 
take art or music classes throughout 
their school career. I appreciate 
the care that has been taken to 
make the academic transition from 
elementary school to middle school 
to high school smoother. I also like 
the emphasis that has been placed 
on interdisciplinary collaborations. 
However, I believe the benefits 
we’ve seen could have easily — 
and more economically — been 
achieved without IB. 

4) Our responsibility is to address, 
at a minimum, the most critical 
school repairs. If we put these off 
any longer, they will only get more 
expensive. We need to determine 
the district’s spending threshold 
and then prioritize the repairs that 
offer the most significant impact for 
the investment. The school board 
must be fiscally responsible to the 
entire district while ensuring that 
our students have adequate facilities 
and equitable access to education 
services. I have no desire to close 
any elementary schools. However, 
we may reach a point where it’s no 
longer financially viable to spend 
millions of dollars on a school that 

(See ACSD Board, Page 12A)

Town Meeting Day on March 7 will 
feature three races involving nine candidates 
vying for four seats on the 13-member 
Addison Central School District board. A 
fifth spot on the panel, for a three year-seat 
representing Salisbury, has but one taker — 
Ellie Romp.

The races feature:
• Chris Kramer, Jeffrey Taylor and 

Ellen Whelan-Wuest, who are competing 
for a one-year spot representing Cornwall. 
Whelan-Wuest is the current incumbent, 
having been appointed to the spot following 

the January resignation of longtime ACSD 
board member Peter Conlon.

• Patricia Allen, Jason Chance, Laura 
Harthan and Ron Makleff are competing 
for two available seats representing 
Middlebury.

• Incumbent Suzanne Buck faces 
competition from Hilda Stone for 
Bridport’s three-year seat on the board.

All candidates will be elected at-large, 
meaning votes for all races will be casts 
by residents in all seven ACSD towns: 
Bridport, Cornwall, Weybridge, Shoreham, 

Salisbury, Ripton and Middlebury.
The Independent posed five questions to 

each of the nine board candidates involved 
in contested races. The questions, and their 
responses, appear below. Due to space 
limitations,

Questions:
1) Why are you running and what in your 

professional/personal background do you 
think best equips you to serve on the school 
board? (Limit:150 words)

2) Are you satisfied with the decision 

to make closure of an elementary school 
contingent on a supermajority of board 
members and a majority of district voters? 
(Limit: 75 words)

3) Do you believe the International 
Baccalaureate program is working in the 
ACSD? (Limit:150 words)

4) A recent study has suggested it will 
take at least $100 million to bring all of the 
ACSD’s school buildings up to code. How 
do you think the district should approach 
its school repair plan? (Limit:150 words) 
*Please accept this clarification for our 

phrasing of Question 4 of the questionnaire 
— The “at least $100 million” figure covers 
the district’s consultant’s estimated total 
cost for all suggested repairs to ACSD 
buildings. The most pressing, building code 
repairs have been placed at around $11.6 
million.

5) With changes in special education 
mandated by Act 173 and the demand for 
special education services, how will you 
balance special education needs with all 
the other demands on public schools? 
(Limit:150 words)
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Still, according to ANWSD 
estimates, because of increased 
state funding for education, that 
higher spending will only trigger a 
1.56-cent increase to the district tax 
rate. 

But due to higher property values, 
the five ANWSD communities have 
seen — as have towns and cities 
around Vermont — their Common 
Levels of Appraisals (CLAs) 
plummet by between roughly 5 
and 12%. Because of that, tax rates 
are still expected to soar in every 
district town.

The Vermont Department of 
Taxes uses CLAs to adjust school 
tax rates to create equity among 
towns with varying accuracy in 
their assessments of their real 
estate values. CLAs above 100% 
— a rarity in Vermont right now 
— result in lower tax rates. Lower 
CLAs result in an upward pressure 
on school tax rates. ANWSD 
communities’ CLAs range from 
about 80 to 90%, and are pushing 
tax rates higher.

ANWSD Director of Finance 
and Operations Elizabeth Jennings 
has released estimates that call for 
homestead school-tax rate increases 
in ANWSD that range from about 
10.5 cents in Panton to 25 cents in 
Waltham (see details below).

Stroup addressed the increase in 
the budget and taxes. He pointed to 
district tax decreases in two of the 
previous three years, the expected 
spending increase discussed during 
the proposed merger with the 
Mount Abraham Unified School 
District that voters in both districts 
rejected in 2022, and the fact that 
the new rates are actually in line 
with past levels. 

“Yes, this is an increase of our 
budget, but we expected this and 
basically let everyone know that 
these were the kinds of costs we 
were expecting when we moved 
through the merger discussion,” 
Stroup said. “And historically our 
taxes, especially the union tax rate, 
will still be lower than our taxes 
in 2018 … except adjustments in 

CLAs are significant.”
He added the CLA problem is 

part of a larger issue Vermont needs 
to address. 

“The taxpayers and towns are 
all in this together. We have to 
get a handle on 
the price increases 
of our housing by 
increasing the supply 
of our housing,” 
Stroup said

ANWSD rates 
could be rising a 
couple cents more, 
but in January the 
board chose to apply 
about $208,977 of a 
larger audited surplus 
toward reducing 
rates, subject to voter 
approval on March 7.

That total fund 
balance approached 
$1 million. The 
board applied 
about $114,859 of 
it to its Education 
Stabilization Fund, 
and $600,000 to the 
district’s Capital 
I m p r o v e m e n t 
reserves, again 
subject to voter 
approval. 

Stroup said the 
board considered 
applying more of the 
fund balance to lower 
taxes, but given upcoming building 
needs members decided it would be 
wiser to save funds for “millions 
of dollars of improvements and 
maintenance” needed within three 
to five years.

“People over time have supported 
financially the maintenance of our 
buildings. They’re in relatively 
good shape, certainly compared to 
our neighbors,” he added. “There’s 
no sense in kicking the can down 
the road when we know we have 
facilities needs.”

Stroup said the board and 
administrators would welcome 
questions on the budget, surplus 
use, and maintenance plan at an 

informational meeting to be held at 
7 p.m. on March 6 in the Vergennes 
Union High School library, 
following the board’s annual 
meeting at 6 p.m. 

Both have in-person and online 
attendance options. 
There will be a 
presentation on the 
district status and 
budget proposal at 
the informational 
meeting, and time for 
questions, he said. 
TAX RATES

District officials 
noted the Legislature 
could up the amount 
of property tax 
relief, and towns 
could appeal and 
potentially change 
some CLAs in their 
favor.

ANWSD tax 
rates in all five 
communities have 
also dropped in each 
of the five district 
communities over 
the past two years, 
ranging from a 
combined 7 cents 
less in Vergennes 
to 17 cents lower in 
Waltham.

Also, although 
taxpayers who pay 
on the value of their 

homes could be looking at increases 
between about $330 and $780 on a 
$300,000 home based on Jennings’s 
ballpark estimate, about two-thirds 
of homeowners pay based on their 
incomes and will not feel the full 
effect of the changes in the rates. 
In 2019 the average ANWSD 
prebate (the state education tax 
subsidy based on income) ranged 
from a low of $1,432 to recipients 
in Vergennes to a high of $1,932 in 
Ferrisburgh. 

The estimated community-by-
community residential tax rate 
impact, plus historical context, is as 
follows:

• IN ADDISON an increase of 

about 23.6 cents in the residential 
school tax rate to an estimated 
$1.8569 per $100 of assessed 
property value.  

The estimated 2023-24 rate is 
also about 14 cents higher than 
Addison’s 2020-21 rate of $1.7148, 
about an 8% increase over three 
years. 

• IN FERRISBURGH an 
increase of about 17 cents in the 
residential school tax rate, from 
about $1.5963 to a roughly $1.77.

Even with this year’s increase, 
Ferrisburgh’s 2023-24 residential 
$1.77 school tax rate will be within 
a penny of the rates Ferrisburgh 
was assessed in the 2018-19 and 
2019-20 school years. 

• IN PANTON an increase of 
about 10.5 cents in the residential 
school tax rate to an estimated 
$1.7042. 

The estimated 2023-24 rate 
is about 20 cents lower than the 
Panton’s 2020-21 rate of $1.9005.

• IN VERGENNES an increase 
of almost 21 cents in the residential 
school tax rate, from $1.7481 to an 
estimated $1.9574. 

The estimated 2023-24 rate is 
also about 11 cents higher than 
the city’s 2020-21 rate of $1.8458, 
about a 6% increase over three 
years. 

• IN WALTHAM an increase 
of about 25 cents in the residential 
school tax rate, from $1.6218 to an 
estimated $1.8736.   

The estimated 2023-24 school 
tax rate is about a 9% increase over 
Waltham’s 2020-21 rate of $1.731.  

Stroup hopes voters will support 
the higher spending, almost all of 
which he said is due to fixed costs. 

“Expectations for schools 
continue to rise, and we know our 
people support our schools. And 
this is a budget that will keep good 
public education going for our 
community,” Stroup said. “We’re 
small, and (economy of) scale is 
hard to achieve. And in order to 
maintain all of the things we expect 
of a school, being so small, it’s 
going to cost more than at a greater 
scale.”

ANWSD
(Continued from Page 1A)

ADDISON COUNTY — 
Vermont State Police in the past 
week have cited three Addison 
County men for driving under the 
influence in separate incidents.

First, on Feb. 17 at 10:22 p.m., 
a trooper saw a motor vehicle 
violation on Old Hollow Road 
in Ferrisburgh and stopped the 
car. The officer noted signs of 
impairment in driver Tallon Real, 
20, of New Haven and cited him 
for driving under the influence.

The next day, Feb. 18, at 9:48 
p.m., state police responded to 
a report of a suspicious man in a 
2013 blue Chevy Cobalt located 
at a pull- off near the intersection 
of Route 125 and East Street in 
Bridport. State police cited the 
driver, James G.W. Turner, 60, 
of East Middlebury, for driving 
under the influence of drugs.

Finally, on Feb. 19 at 10 minutes 
after 4 p.m., a trooper stopped a 
vehicle at the intersection of Route 
7  and Fern Lake Road in Leicester 
after observing a motor vehicle 
violation. Police said that driver 
Martin Landon, 51, of Weybridge 
appeared to be impaired, so 
they screened him, arrested him 

County men are cited for
driving under the influence

Police Log
Vt. State

and cited him for driving under 
the influence of drugs, sixth 
offense, and driving without a 
required ignition interlock device. 
Vergennes and Brandon police 
helped troopers with this incident.

In other recent activity, state 
police: 

• On Feb. 14 at around a quarter 
after 1 p.m. received a delayed 
report of a domestic disturbance 
on Town Line Road in Addison. 
Police investigated and five days 
later reported that Jacob Clark, 31, 
of Addison had caused bodily injury 
to a domestic partner on Jan. 27.

• On Feb. 20 received a report 
of a vehicle stolen from a Bristol 
business. As police arrived to 
investigate, they discovered the 
vehicle had been recently returned 
by the individual who had taken it. 
Police investigated anyway and, in 
the end, cited Cormick Cantwell, 
39, of Bristol for driving without 
the owner’s consent.

CORNWALL — Haakon 
Olsen of Cornwall was among 
the Gold Key recipients of 
the Scholastic Arts & Writing 
Awards for exceptional artistic 
and literary talent. One hundred 
and seven young artists and 
writers from across Vermont have 
been selected for the awards. The 
students’ award-winning artwork 
and writing will be exhibited at 
the Brattleboro Museum and Art 
Center Feb. 18-March 4, with an 
awards ceremony on Saturday, 
March 4, at 12 p.m. 

The Scholastic Art & Writing 
Awards is a prestigious national 

recognition program for aspiring 
visual artists and writers. Each 
year, students in grades 7–12 
are invited to submit art and 
writing in dozens of categories, 
including ceramics, digital art, 
painting, photography, poetry, 
science fiction, and personal 
essay/memoir. Submissions are 
judged on a statewide level, 
with the top award winners 
considered for national awards, 
including college scholarships, 
museum exhibitions, and 
publication opportunities.

Olsen is a sophomore at 
Middlebury Union High School.

Olsen takes home
gold for arts writing

“The taxpayers 
and towns are all 
in this together. 
We have to get 
a handle on the 
price increases 
of our housing 
by increasing 
the supply of our 
housing.”

— ANWSD Board 
Chair John Stroup

be inspired!

TEEN TIME AT

makery

The Teen Makery after-school 
program is offered through 
a partnership between The 

Makery at Hannaford Career 
Center, the Patricia A. 

Hannaford Career Center, the 
Counseling Service of Addison 

County, the Teen Center, and 
Heidi’s Therapy, PLC.

HAVE YOU EXPLORED THE POSSIBILITIES AT THE MAKERY?

The Teen Makery at the Hannaford Career Center is offering the following FREE 
workshops for high school students. Use the links below to register. Space is 
limited! We welcome all high school students, Thursdays after-school from 3:15 – 
5:00pm. 

Woodworking: Learn the basic techniques and tools needed to get 
started in woodworking. Workshops will be held in our woodshop with 
live demonstrations and hands-on guidance. Each student will complete 
a simple woodworking project during the class. All materials will be 
supplied. Workshop  is Thursdays, March 2nd, 9th,16th, 23rd and 30th 
from 3:15-5:00 P.M. at THE HANNAFORD CAREER CENTER
Sign up at  https://www.makeryatpahcc.org/event-5170942 

T-Shirt Design & Production: Learn graphic design by creating 
and printing a T-shirt. We’ll run through each step of the design 
process, from the inception of an idea to producing your shirt. 
No matter how much (or how little) experience you have, this 
class will provide the knowledge and material needed to make 
your own T-shirt. Class is Thursdays, March 2nd, 9th and 16th 
from 3:15-5:00 P.M. at THE HANNAFORD CAREER CENTER
Sign up at  https://www.makeryatpahcc.org/event-5170930 

CNC Plasma/Welding: Metal sculpture of your choosing or build a small table 
base, then try the woodshop out and build a wooden top for your table. The 

legs will be designed in Fusion 360 and provided as a template. Students can add 
their own twist onto the legs - name, initials, or some other 2d graphic. Students 
would then cut the parts with the CNC plasma. This will be followed by a series of 
welding lessons, and eventually, welding the table bases together. Lastly, a small 
wooden tabletop can be made in the woodshop. For students not interested 

in making a table, your instructor will help you make a metal sculpture.  Class is 
Thursdays, March 2nd, 9th,16th, 23rd and 30th from 3:15-5:00 P.M. at THE HANNAFORD CAREER 
CENTER
Sign up at  https://www.makeryatpahcc.org/event-5170936  

Transportation is provided from Mt. Abe and VUHS, and back again. 

the

Please note that the Makery Sewing Lab is currently full. For more information 
or questions, email Nancy Yannett at nyannett@csac-vt.org

All students can 
participate in the 

sewing, games, 
woodworking, poetry 

and improv labs OR 
sign up for a specific 

workshop.  
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South Starksboro, VT Homeowner 
Recommends Bristol Electronics

 

FREE SITE EVALUATIONS

802 . 453 . 2500
BristolElectronicsVT.com

Bristol Electronics installed our 20 panels quickly, efficiently, 
courteously and just the way we wanted them. Our roof is a difficult 
one due to our post-and-beam construction, but nevertheless, the crew 
was friendly, informative and just great people. Then even in the cloud 
cover, we began immediately to generate electricity! Furthermore (and 
most importantly for others deciding to install solar), the price was fair, 
competitive and honest. If we had another home, I’d want them to put the 
solar panels on that one, too! We recommend solar and Bristol Electronics 
without reservation!

Lawrence & Cynthia Jones ~ South Starksboro

All Clinics are open to all residents of any town. Dogs and cats only. 
For the safety of all, dogs should be leashed and cats in carriers. 
You should bring paper proof of previous rabies vaccination(s). 

$20 per vaccine  CASH only - exact change appreciated

2023 Area RABIES CLINICS

Sponsored by Bristol Animal Hospital, Champlain Valley Small
Animal Mobile Vet and  Valleywide Veterinary Services

Please bring cash - cards and checks will not be accepted.

Goshen - Goshen Town Office Sat. March 11, 10 AM-12 PM
Lincoln - Lincoln Town Office  Sat. March 11, 10-11 AM
Monkton - Monkton Fire Department Wed. March 15, 5:30-7 PM 
Leicester - Leicester Town Office Tues. March 21, 5-6 PM 
Salisbury - Salisbury Town Office Tues. March 21, 6:15-7:15 PM
Bridport - Bridport Fire Station Wed. March 22, 5-7 PM
Whiting - Whiting Fire Station Thurs. March 23, 5:30-6:30 PM 
Orwell - Orwell Fire Station Fri. March 24, 5-7 PM
New Haven - Town Office Sat. March 25, 9-11 AM
Bristol  -  Bristol Animal Hospital  Tues. March 28, 5:30-7 PM 

serves very few of our district’s 
students. We must come together 
as a community and be creative in 
approaching and funding school 
repairs if we wish to ensure that we 
don’t have to close schools.

5) One of the tenets of Act 173 
is ensuring that tier 1 instruction 
meets the needs of most students. 
The best way to do this is by having 
and training effective teachers. 
We must focus on attracting and 
retaining excellent teachers and 
paraprofessional staff. Over the 
past few years, our district has seen 
unprecedented turnover, and we 
have lost some fantastic veteran 
teachers. Some of that was due 
to the pandemic-related stressors, 
but some were due to ineffective 
administrators. The school board 
will be pivotal in choosing several 
new administrators, including a 
new superintendent and two new 
principals. The best way to support 
student success is by choosing 
administrators that genuinely 
support our teachers and staff. We 
should also increase the number 
of available spots in the alternative 
program in addition to the current 
plan to expand availability to 
include students in 6th grade and 
older (currently 8th plus).

CHRIS KRAMER
1. Since becoming co-chair of 

Friends of Cornwall School about 
four years ago, I’ve seen it as part 
of my responsibility to keep up with 
what’s going on with the board and 
administration, and report back to 
parents when there’s something 
they should know. That role has 
also turned me into an advocate, 
because I have a hard time keeping 
my mouth shut if I see something 
happening that strikes me as wrong, 
especially if it affects kids and 
families. If I’m on the board, I’ll 
probably need a breath mint.

If you’re looking for a candidate 
who is too plainspoken to mince 
words, or sometimes even to 
garnish them, then I’m pleased to 
be your server. I dish it out as it is, 
but I don’t mind if you send it back. 
As they say in France, “Politics is 
too serious a matter to be left to 
politicians.”

2. The supermajority requirement 
of 10 out of 13 board members for 
school closure was a key selling 
point in our original merger. It 
ensured that board members from 
one town would not singlehandedly 
close other schools. Our voting 
population is the direct basis for 
the number of board representatives 
from each town, so the amendment 
requiring an equivalent 
supermajority among voters, which 
lost by a single vote, should be 
passed by the new board.

3. There are at least two aspects of 
IB that need close evaluation. First 
is the cost. The administration has 
made the case that IB costs would 
be put toward curricular expenses, 
even if IB were replaced. That may 
be true, but it sidesteps the question 
of whether the funds would be better 
spent on other curricular choices.

That raises the second question, 
namely, the equitability of the IB 
curriculum. At the diploma level in 
particular, IB has primarily served a 
small handful of students at the top 
of their classes. At all levels, we are 
under significant pressure to shift 

our service to students with special 
needs to regular classrooms and 
primary teachers. To do that well, 
we need curricular offerings that 
are easily adaptable to a range of 
learning profiles. For all its benefits, 
that is not necessarily a strength of 
the IB curriculum.

4. Although I have been engaged 
in the facilities discussion for 
years, I reached out to ACSD’s 
Facilities Manager to get a better 
perspective on this question. That 
in itself represents my approach: 
when there’s a question like this, 
no matter how much you think you 
may know, go straight to the source. 
Rather than relying primarily on 
outside consultants, we need to talk 
directly with our own people about 
what really needs to be done. 

The feedback I got was that above 
the code-related $11.6 million, the 
next level—up to a ballpark of $75 
million—might not be completely 
essential, but still targeted basic 
functions. Above that, projects were 
more about improving the learning 
environment. These are broad 
strokes. We need to ask our expert 
staff to prioritize specific projects, 
to help us narrow down the very 
wide range in dollar figures that we 
have in front of the board today.

5. There are two main thrusts of 
Act 173, which relate to each other. 
The first is that funding for special 
education will be capped at an up-
front grant amount, based on the 
number of students per district, 
replacing a model that reimbursed 
expenses based solely on need. 
The second is that costs will be 
expected to come down, because 
primary classroom teachers will 
be responsible for addressing 
more student needs in the regular 
classroom.

This is exactly the kind of area 
where we need board members who 
are willing to ask direct questions, 
in order to gather candid feedback. 
I am very concerned about whether 
teachers feel genuinely prepared for 
this fundamental shift, and whether 
families worry about their students’ 
needs being met. We need to have 
real, frank conversations about how 
to do this as best we can for students 
and teachers, given the changes that 
are phasing in.

RON MAKLEFF
1) I am running for school board 

because I want to send my son into a 
public school system that prioritizes 
equality, accountability, and 
dialogue between decision-makers 
and the communities they serve. 
My background is as an educator, 
a product of and believer in public 
schools; my experience would 
bring a younger, more global, and 
more activist perspective to the 
board. For nearly two decades, I 
have taught middle school, high 
school, and college students history, 
writing, and English in Occupied 
East Jerusalem, in Germany, at 
the University of California, and 
in Middlebury. As part of human 
rights campaigns and advocacy 
work, I have a track record of 
helping the disenfranchised access 
vital social services. Now, I’d like to 
help ensure that every child in this 
district has what they need to thrive, 
no matter what school they attend, 
and that their families have a voice 
on the Board. 

2) I think towns should have the 

right to decide whether or not to 
close their schools; this approach 
is in accordance with Vermont’s 
political traditions. The Board’s 
eventual decision to support a 
district-wide vote accompanied 
by a board super-majority is a 
reasonable compromise, but I want 
the focus to shift to finding creative 
ways to pool our limited resources, 
like spreading students more evenly 
across the district to reduce the 
burden upon any one school. 

3) After discussing the question 
of IB with teachers, parents, and 
students — including many of 
whom are enrolled in the high 
school’s diploma program — I have 
come to believe that the decision to 
enter the IB program was a mistake. 
Teachers are over-stretched, 
students unnecessarily stressed 
and confused. Unfortunately, after 
moving heaven and earth to make 
the program work, it may also be 
a mistake to back out at this point. 
I think actual benchmarks for 
student achievement need to be set 
immediately. If the overall student 
population — not just IB students 
— is not meeting those minimum 
standards, I would advocate for 
a return to the AP program that 
teachers loved, which helped 
students achieve college-level 
learning without pulling anywhere 
near the resources from the rest of 
the district’s varied needs. 

 4) If elected, I will support the 
district utilizing a bond to pay for 
the $11.6 million of repairs outlined 
in the latest TrueXCullins report. 
These critical “Priority 1” repairs 
have been deemed essential to our 
immediate safety needs and will 
bring our schools into compliance 
with other codes. At times, the 
facilities committee has hinted that 
we should focus disproportionately 
on repairing our Middlebury-
based schools, at the expense of 
rural schools, which, they feel, 
should be closed. Instead, I believe 
it’s critical that we repair all our 
buildings equitably, and share our 
resources wherever kids need it. As 
it happens, the data show that much-
needed repairs to our rural schools 
comprise only a tiny fraction of our 
overall facilities needs. After our 
highest priority repair needs are 
met, we’ll need to ensure that we 
have more detailed cost-estimates 
of our next building maintenance 
work. 

 5) Education is too important to 
“balance” some kids’ needs against 
others. Any policy that pits funding 
for special needs students against 
those in “general education” is 
based on a flawed premise. We will 
need to grow the funding pie for 
everyone. Act 173’s block grant 
system, however, as it is currently 
designed, could decrease our 
funding and place new barriers on 
how those funds are spent. To offset 
this change, we need to do two things 
immediately. First, we must ensure 
that we are not under-identifying 
the number of special needs 
students in our district. Second, we 
need to hire the appropriate number 
of trained staff to work alongside 
our most needy students. If elected, 
I plan to work collaboratively with 
parent advocates, district leaders, 
and potential volunteers to make 
sure the families of our most at-
risk students are well-informed and 
supported as we transition to this 
new funding model.

JEFFREY TAYLOR
1) I grew up near Brattleboro 

in a small town and attended an 
elementary school that was between 
2 to 3 times the size of Cornwall 
Elementary school. The school 

ACSD Board
(Continued from Page 10A)

system I attended was similar to 
ACSD with 5 or 6 small towns 
maintaining their own elementary 
schools but sending their students 
to Brattleboro for middle and high 
school. I am a product of and a long 
time believer in public education. 
My professional background 
includes an Assistant Professorship 
at Clarkson University and a position 
in Research and Development as 
a Fluidics Engineer and Project 
Manager at BioTek Instruments. 
Since moving to Cornwall in 
2012, I’ve spent countless hours 
volunteering at the elementary 
school. With my children now 
attending MUMS and MUHS, I 
see the school board as a way to 
continue giving back to our local 
public education system. 

2) Yes. The seven towns all voted 
to consolidate the school districts to 
a single unified district. I am well 
aware that many of our neighbors 
disagree with the consolidation of 
the school boards. This decision 
allows a supermajority of the 
consolidated school board to make a 
recommendation and then it allows 
the voters in the district to make 
the final decision. It represents a 
concession to return some power to 
the voters of the district. 

3) I think the IB program is 
working for a portion of the student 
body, but not for everyone. I’ve 
heard from a number of parents with 
children spread across the academic 
spectrum that feel as though the IB 
program has limited their choices. I 
feel fortunate that the IB curriculum 
seems to be working for my MUHS 
student, but I have had parents tell 
me that the messaging surrounding 
the IB program is that the strongest 
students participate in the IB 
Diploma Program and students that 
are not participating in that program 
are often left feeling unsupported. I 
have also heard a variety of people 
tell me that the rigidity of the IB 
program limits the class choices 
available to students that seek a 
different academic path. 

4) I believe that the School District 
has a responsibility to maintain 
the structures acquired during the 
school board consolidation process. 
I think the district should move 
towards making the most pressing 
repairs while simultaneously 
continuing the facility planning 
process. The facilities planning 
process should inform scope of the 
work necessary to provide a learning 
environment for the district that 
meets the current code for academic 
buildings. If the facilities planning 
process recommends a change be 
made to the number or capacity 
of the buildings in the district the 
costs to the district may require a 
mix of construction and renovation 
expenses. 

5) The district faces a variety 
of financial challenges. Act 173 
changes the funding mechanism for 
special education in the state from 
a reimbursement model to a block 
grant based on census information 
for each district. In some districts 
this may result in an increase in 
special education funding, and in 
other cases a reduction in funding. If 
the funds provided through the new 
block grant allocation is smaller 
than the current reimbursement 
approach, I would urge the school 
district to apply for additional 
funding, as allowed by Act 173, and 
to begin to identify changes that can 
be made to improve the efficiency 
in how special education services 
are provided within the district. 
I have heard from some parents 
that special education services 
have been difficult to obtain and 
changes in the funding mechanism 
may provide the impetus to make 
improvements to the district special 
education services. 

HILDIE STONE
1) I am running because I want to 

have a voice in my child’s education. 
I am the parent of a 2nd grader, and 
vice president of the PTO, and I 
feel that parental involvement in 
school helps children to feel seen 
and represented, and helps to foster 
strong relationships with teachers 
and staff. I have a strong connection 
with my community through my 
role helping run the administrative 
side of my husband Tracy’s 
automotive repair shop. During 
my time working for T. Stone 
Mechanical, I have facilitated toy 
and food drives to benefit HOPE’s 
holiday food boxes and toy shop. 
I would bring this commitment to 
community engagement to my work 
on the board.

2) I agree with upholding the 
supermajority, because closing a 
school has such an impact on a 
community that the reasons for 
doing so should be especially 
convincing. I also believe in and 
allowing townspeople to continue 
to vote and have a voice on the 
future of their schools, so I would 
have voted in favor of a town vote 
before a school could be closed. 
Upholding the supermajority keeps 
more voice in the hands of voters. 
I feel strongly that schools are the 
heartbeat of these small towns. 

3) Having an elementary aged 
child, we are not at a point where 
it has made much of a strong 
impression in one direction or 
the other. However, in talking to 
members of the community with 
high school aged kids, there seem to 
be some pretty solid equity concerns 
around IB. My understanding is 
that once at the high school level, 
it creates a divide of “us and them” 
between kids who would likely be 
very successful even without IB in 
AP type classes, and the kids who 
are doing their best but maybe need 
more help. I also understand that 
IB is a very expensive program, 
requiring an annual subscription to 
its materials vs. a curriculum that 
you can buy and use. It would be 
worth looking into whether or not IB 
is actually equitable for all students 
and is the best use of funding. 

4) Our schools, like any home 
or building, are going to need 
basic repairs and maintenance. All 
necessary repairs of that should 
be done to bring our schools up 
to code, for an estimated cost of 
$11.6 million. Beyond that, it is 
important to allocate funds where 
they are most needed, into teaching, 
curriculum, and special education. 
I would support the option the 
board considered of deciding on a 
figure between 11 and 75 million, 
based on looking at more closely at 
specific repairs, along with all other 
items requiring funding to draw 
a conclusion on where it best to 
allocate funding.

5) Due to a miscommunication, 
we did not have Hildie Stone’s 
response to Question 5 in time to 
include here; look for it with this 
story online at addisonindependent.
com.

ELLEN WHELAN-WUEST
1) As a community member and 

a parent, I have watched a lot of 
division and confusion dominate 
and cloud important issues facing 
our district. I am running to be part 
of moving forward, to help facilitate 
new conversations and ways of 
engaging with our challenges. In my 
work I use data and collaboration 
to analyze and address major 
crises facing state criminal justice 
systems. I am a good listener and 
I know how to bring people with 
opposing perspectives together to 
engage and address complex issues. 
I also have a lot of local experience 
working alongside my neighbors 
to tackle all manner of challenges, 

whether it’s hiring new leadership 
or raising funds and standing up a 
new childcare center. Finally, I care 
deeply about the health and success 
of our students and staff. All of that 
would be relevant for what ACSD is 
facing in the coming years. 

2) School closure is an 
extraordinary action that warrants 
an extraordinary process. This 
change is an improvement because 
it holds the board accountable to 
developing and communicating 
a clear plan for how we meet our 
financial obligations while still 
prioritizing our kids. If the board 
provides a vision for how all 
students will be better off, I believe 
voters in an affected town or across 
ACSD will be responsible partners 
in finding a solution. 

3) I don’t know if anyone could 
aswer this definitively, and that is 
my greatest concern right now. I’ve 
had conversations with people who 
believe that IB is the single best thing 
we’ve done to elevate academic 
outcomes and achieve consistency 
across all our schools, and I’ve 
spoken with people who believe 
that the rigidity and implementation 
of IB results in a lack of services for 
our most vulnerable students and 
increases long standing divisions in 
student outcomes. We are several 
years into implementing IB across 
the district and it is a good time to 
critically assess how this curriculum 
is meeting our district’s goals. 
Doing this will allow us to identify 
areas for adaptation and change that 
will ensure that IB is successful for 
everyone and that it does not leave 
some students behind or overwhelm 
our staff. 

4) In my experience when a 
system is facing a budget crisis at 
a scale that feels overwhelming, 
you have to start with the basics 
and break it down into manageable 
steps, gather a lot of information, 
ask critical questions, and establish 
clear criteria for determining what 
you see as the immediate versus 
long term priorities. The $100 
million figure is at the highest end 
of renovation estimates from one 
study that includes a comprehensive 
array of improvements, some 
of which are more immediately 
necessary and would come at a 
far lower cost. Assuming that our 
district will need to issue a bond to 
cover infrastructure improvements, 
the board will have to balance 
what feels most necessary against 
what voters are able and likely to 
support. I believe my experience 
with budget analysis and effective 
communication will serve well in 
this area.

5) It is both the responsibility and 
the privilege of public schools to 
provide the best possible education 
to all students, including kids who 
need special education resources 
or additional social and emotional 
support. Act 173 is going to lead to 
major changes in how ACSD funds 
and provides all students with the 
interventions and resources they 
need to be successful learners. The 
success or failure of any major 
policy change rests on how the 
changes are implemented and 
measured. The board must work 
with district leaders, including 
families to establish clear priorities 
and outcome measures to ensure the 
impacts of these changes are closely 
tracked and reported. We can 
fundamentally change our approach 
and understanding of how special 
education is delivered so that every 
student has access to what they 
need and deserve, but achieving this 
will require that we are measured, 
thoughtful, and open to adapting 
along the way.
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Services client.
Leave ESI? For Corbett, that 

would be tantamount to abandoning 
one’s family.

“I love helping families and I 
love providing social, emotional 
and mental support to older 
people,” Corbett said. “And I am 
also, still, completely in love with 
ESI and the workers here. And I 
want to work.”

Corbett has led ESI since 1990. 
At that time, the organization had 
only seven employees and an 
annual budget of $180,000. Its 
marquee program then — as it is 
now — was Project Independence, 
a senior daycare program that had 
transitioned to the Congregational 
Church of Middlebury’s Charter 
House.

Thanks to judicious planning, 
successful fundraising and a 
devoted clientele, ESI has grown 
into its new facility, with 50 full- 
and part-time employees and an 
annual budget of more than $2 
million.

“It’s a wonderful feeling of 
satisfaction for having been able to 
become a bigger service agency,” 
Corbett said. “We’ve been able 
to serve thousands of elders and 
families.”

Just prior to the pandemic, 
ESI had become the largest 
elder-care center in Vermont. The 
suite of ESI services has helped 
Addison County seniors remain 
independent, translating into one of 
the lowest nursing home placement 
rates in the state.

“I feel we’ve been doing our part 
to try to strengthen the community 
based on long-term care options,” 
Corbett said. “I think we’re all 
proud of that.”

But success can be fragile, as 
ESI officials learned due to forces 
beyond their control.

“It was really difficult to have 
achieved our success and our 
wonderful size, and then be brought 
to our knees by COVID-19,” 
Corbett said.

Given the vulnerable population 
is serves, ESI had to close its doors 
at the height of the pandemic. 
While catching COVID might 
produce a minor cold in a young, 
able-bodied person, the virus 
can be fatal for some seniors — 
particularly the most frail and 
immune-compromised.

Suddenly, the state’s preeminent 
senior daycare center was inactive, 
with no source of income. 
Bolton said 55% of ESI’s then-
140 participants exited Project 
Independence. Some moved to new 
locations to be closer to family. 
Some transitioned to nursing home 
care. Others passed away.

“It takes a lot to build our 

Row on Sunday, March 5, from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at “Gather.” It’ll 
be a pay-what-you-can system 
for a variety of delicious baked 
goods, including cookies, cakes, 
baklava, brownies and more. 
Cash preferred, or Venmo. For 
more information, contact Ata 
Anzali at aanzali@middlebury.
edu, or Febe Armanios at 
farmanios@middlebury.edu.

Here’s a final reminder for 
those wanting to get a head start 
on spring cleaning: There will 
be a Clothing Repair  Fair and 
Swap Shop this Saturday, Feb. 25, 
at the Bixby Memorial Library 
in Vergennes, from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. It’s an opportunity to enjoy 
refreshments, learn basic mending 
skills, swap clothes and get your 
jewelry and clothing fixed by your 
neighbors in Addison County. It is 
sponsored by the Addison County 
Solid Waste Management District. 
The snow date for this event will 
be March 11. 

For the repair fair, bring clothing 
or jewelry to one of the check-in 
tables at the event. Participants 
should bring any materials or parts 
needed for the repair to increase 
the chances of their item getting 
mended. Pre-registration of your 
item(s) is not required, but it helps. 
For the Swap Shop, bring new or 
gently used clothing or handbags 
to exchange. No undergarments/
swimwear, jewelry or shoes 
accepted, with a limit of five items 
per person. For more information 
and a complete list of guidelines, 
go to addisoncountyrecycles.org/
repair-fair.

Newly released state revenue 
reports covering January show 
that for the fourth month in a 
row, Vermont’s General and 
the Transportation funds both 
ended with revenue above 
target, according to Secretary of 
Administration Kristin Clouser. 
By contrast, the Education 
Fund missed its revenue target 
by almost $1.1 million. In 
summary, the state’s General, 
Transportation and Education 
fund receipts in January were 
a combined $345.8 million, or 
6.5% above monthly consensus 
expectations. This continues the 
trend of the first six months of 
the fiscal year, when combined 
revenues across all three funds 

were 6.3% above the consensus 
target set at the July 2022 
Vermont Emergency Board 
meeting, Clouser said.

We noticed a couple interesting 
announcements came out of the 
recent Middlebury College Board 
of Trustees winter meeting. The 
board heard a presentation on a 
potential new museum project, 
including a programming design, 
which has been recently funded by 
a donor. The board also authorized 
the purchase of solar panels to 
be installed at Middlebury’s 
Institute of International Studies 
at Monterey in California; they 
will provide more than 80% 
of electricity for the Monterey 
campus. The board also agreed 
to sell unused IP addresses — the 
names that are used to tag every 
computer device that connects to 
the internet — for an expected 
price of $1 million; proceeds 
will be used to fund an IT tech 
fellow position. The trustees also 
increased the comprehensive fee 
for undergraduates by 4.5% for 
the 2023-24 academic year, which 
the college said was in line with 
peer schools. Tuition for next 
year was set at $64,800, room and 
board at $18,600, and the Student 
Government Association fee at 
$480, for a total comprehensive 
fee of $83,880. David Provost, 
executive vice president for 
finance and administration, 
told the trustees that among the 
financial challenges Middlebury 
has faced in the past year was a 
greater need for financial aid for 
admitted students.

If you aren’t able to volunteer 
in Middlebury-area schools, 
there are still ways to help. 
School staff have wish lists 
of items that are currently 
not within the budget, but 
that staff say could enhance 
student learning. The wish lists 
contain a little bit of everything, 
including yo-yos, scrap wood, 
laptop stands and tools, and 
would be much appreciated. 
An example of one of the lists, 
for Middlebury Union Middle 
School, can be found at tinyurl.
com/mt3b7dpe.

Nominations are now open for 
the Vermont Agricultural Hall of 
Fame through VTAgHallOfFame.
org. Nominations will be accepted 

in three categories: Emerging 
Leaders, Ag Innovators and the 
Lifetime Achievement Award. 
Nominations will be accepted 
through Friday, March 17, at 5 p.m. 
To nominate an ag leader for the 
2023 Vermont Agricultural Hall of 
Fame, you can do so electronically 
or by downloading a printable 
form via www.vtaghalloffame.
org. Anyone is invited to submit 
a nomination. This year, the 
Vermont Agricultural Hall of 
Fame celebrates more than 
20 years of honoring farmers, 
producers and people dedicated 
to supporting the state’s working 
landscape by growing Vermont’s 
food, fiber and fuel. Anyone who 
has or is significantly contributing 
to farming in Vermont — whether 
they own or work on a farm or 
provide direct support — is eligible 
for nomination. Individuals, 
partners, families and collectives 
— including farmworkers — are 
candidates and will be considered. 
The Vermont Agricultural Hall 
of Fame organizing committee 
encourages nominations from 
and of Black, Indigenous, and 
People of Color. Inductees will be 
honored at the annual luncheon 
hosted during the Champlain 
Valley Fair in late summer.

Homeward Bound, Addison 
County’s Humane Society, is 
looking to add new volunteers 
to assist in enriching the lives of 
the dogs, cats and small animals 
in its care. Volunteers play 
a vital role in the experience 
that animals have while at the 
shelter, providing both physical 
and mental stimulation. You 
can volunteer by yourself, with 
a partner, or even with your 
kids. There are opportunities 
to work with dogs, including 
taking them on walks and 
other exercise sessions. The 
nonprofit’s feline residents are 
always needing socialization or 
a comforting presence to help 
them ease into their new shelter 
surroundings or to keep on their 
furry toes. Volunteers are also 
needed to work with Homeward 
Bound’s smallest animals, such 
as bunnies and guinea pigs. If 
you’re interested in helping out, 
go to homewardboundanimals.
org and fill out a volunteer 
application, or call 388-1100, 
ext. 229, with any questions.

By the Way
(Continued from Page 1A)

business and clientele, and then 
we had to build all over again,” 
Corbett said.

But rather than stay shuttered 
until the Vermont Department of 
Health issued an “all clear,” ESI 
temporarily metamorphosized 
into an all-online service. With 
great tech support, ESI officials 
enrolled clients into a variety 
of virtual classes, seminars and 
musical performances. It’s a Zoom 
makeover that continues to allow 
some homebound seniors to enjoy 
ESI offerings from the comfort of 
their homes.

It would not have been possible 
without the veteran leadership 
of such ESI stalwarts as Corbett, 
Bolton and Ken Schoen, ESI’s 
activities director.

Things have largely returned 
to “normal,” though ESI is 
unflinching in its dedication to 
protecting its senior clients. Face 
masks remain ubiquitous within 
the ESI building and were worn 
during this interview.

Corbett is understandably proud 
of her contributions to ESI and is 
particularly pleased to have helped 
assemble a quality workforce, 
some of whom, like her, have 
been with the nonprofit for 30-plus 
years.

“I’ve watched us become a 
place of middle-aged employees, 
and now we are a place of a lot of 
senior citizen employees as we’ve 
all aged in place at our jobs,” 
she said. “At this point in time 
we’re a very good model of older 
worker success, mixed with a lot of 
incredible younger workers.”
ENTER KRISTIN BOLTON

It’s an environment that Corbett 
believes will continue under the 
leadership of Bolton, who the 
former hired 14 years ago as a 
program director.

“I had my eye on her as a possible 
successor, from the beginning,” 
Corbett said.

Bolton is grateful for the trust 
her boss has placed in her and is 
committed to carrying the ESI 
torch.

“I love this place and want to see 
it maintain, into the future, all the 
things that are incredible about it,” 
Bolton said. “I feel I have a vision 
of continuity.”

She believes the pandemic has 
only reinforced the importance of 
ESI and Project Independence.

“It’s a refuge for not only the 
participants, but also the staff and 
families,” she said. “Here, people 
can devote themselves to loving 
each other and the participants. It’s 
very heartfelt.

“Joanne, with help, has created 
this incredible thing, hiring special 
people,” Bolton added.

But she recognizes that staying 
the course won’t be enough in these 
times of uncertain funding and 
changing technology.

“I’m suitably impressed by the 
challenges ahead.”

Those challenges, she said, 
will include rebuilding Project 
Independence to pre-pandemic 
levels and envisioning ways to 
improve the ESI building. Officials 
are currently working with 
Efficiency Vermont to determine 
how the structure could be made 
more weather-tight and reliant on 
renewable energy.

“The business side of this is 
challenging because the people we 
serve are very frail,” Bolton noted.

Still, those who give ESI and 
Project Independence a try are 
eager to join the fold. 

“It takes a while for people to feel 
comfortable coming here; it’s like 
coming to school for the first time 
and you’re not 5, you’re 85,” Bolton 
said. “But once people are here a 
month, they love it here, generally. 
They love having their world open 
up again, making new friends.”

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

ESI
(Continued from Page 1A)

ELDERLY SERVICES INC. Executive Director Joanne Corbett, left, 
will step down from her position this spring after 33 years at the helm 
of the Middlebury nonprofit. She will be succeeded by Assistant 
Director Kristin Bolton, right. Corbett will continue to serve ESI as a 
part-time social worker.

Independent photo/John Flowers

This informational campaign is organized and paid for 
by the MAUSD Community Engagement Committee

February 20, 2023

As we settle into the second half of the 
school year, the MAUSD School Board would 
like to share the following information and 
updates with our community. There are 
many great things happening throughout 
MAUSD.  Our website (www.mausd.org) 
has links to each individual school website, 
and many schools also have a strong social 
media presence.  We invite you to take a 
look online to see all that’s going on.  Even 
better, come to an event at one of our 
schools!  Calendars, photos and more can be 
found at mausd.org.  

ANNUAL MEETING

On February 28, the School Board will be 
hosting its annual meeting at Mount Abe.  
We will be offering a student-led tour of 
the renovation project at 5:30pm and the 
meeting will begin at 6:00pm.  We will have 
refreshments and a presentation about the 
upcoming votes on the budget, the Lincoln 
withdrawal exit agreement and an article 
related to the Capital Reserve Fund.  The 
Annual Report, the proposed budget and 
information about the articles being voted 
on can be found here: http://bit.ly/3Z1Aqga.

WEEKLY SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT
Each week, MAUSD Administrators will be 
sharing updates on the work happening 
across the District and highlights from one 
of our schools, rotating among a different 
school every week.  You can read the most 
recent report with lots of great info about 
what’s happening in the middle and high 
school: https://bit.ly/3XKtcfg

TWO MAUSD SCHOOLS RECEIVE PBIS 
RECOGNITION
Congratulations to the faculty and staff of 
Robinson Elementary and Monkton Central 
School! Both schools were recognized by 
Secretary of Education Dan French at the 
Annual VT PBIS Leadership Forum for their 
work to support students and families in 
social-emotional and behavioral learning 
and well-being.  Positive Behavioral 
Interventions and Support (PBIS) is a state-
wide effort designed to help school teams 
form a proactive, school-wide, systems 
approach to improving social and academic 
competence for all students. Stories and 
data from Robinson and Monkton will be 
highlighted as best practices for other 
Vermont schools to learn from and use in 
planning. 

STAY CONNECTED WITH US
We hope to see many of you at our annual 
meeting on February 28, and we also 
encourage community members to attend 
Board or committee meetings to learn more 
about the work of the District.  The location, 
Zoom information, agendas and minutes of 
all  meetings and committee meetings can 
be found at www.mausd.org in the School 
Board section.  Recordings of meetings 
can be found at NEAT TV in the Video on 
Demand section: neatbristol.com.  Please 
also feel free to reach out to Board Chair 
Dawn Griswold at dawn.griswold@mausd.
org with any questions or concerns.
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DIGITAL DOESN’T HAVE TO BE HARD
Here at the Addy Indy we have always seen it as our job to 

help connect your business with its clients.

As times change and technology evolves, pairing
digital services with your print advertising campaigns is the 

best way to quickly & efficiently connect with the community.

Independent Digital Marketing can help you
better reach our region with:

digital@addisonindependent.com

802-388-4944

addisonindependent.com/independent-digital-marketing

CONTACT US TODAY TO GET STARTED!
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Hump day

A back-country challenge around 

an iconic Vt. mountain is a vital 

fundraiser. See Arts + Leisure.
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To the wire

Another local hoops game was 

decided in the final seconds, this 

one in Vergennes. See Page 1B.

Get healthy

Changes in light can make winter 

SAD. Read about ways to perk up 

in the special section inside A+L.

Health &
    Well-Being

A special publication of The Addison Independent | January 19, 2023

Inside:
 The Winter Blues

 New Pump Track

 Be careful shoveling

 

REGULAR PEOPLE WORK up a sweat in the weight room 

at Vermont Sun in Middlebury last week. Above, 91-year-old 

Al Molnar works out six days a week. Right, Bekkah Simmons 

keeps an eye on the machine as she pulls up weights.  
Independent photos/Steve James

Middlebury to 

diversify work 

to limit CO2 

emissions

Train brings 
steps toward
big grants to
plan housing

ACSD school board to see 

major turnover this year

Bixby LEGO robotic program 

teaches coding, teamwork, more 
Citing racism, Tiger 

girls say no to game

Legislative breakfasts will go on

Enosburg’s issues prompt action

Five members could change as major challenges loom

(See CO2 reduction, Page 8A)

(See Racism, Page 11A)

(See Breakfasts, Page 8A)

(See ACSD Board, Page 10A)

(See Robotics, Page 14A)

(See Grant, Page 11A)

By ANDY KIRKALDY

VERGENNES — Miniature turning windmills, a 

mobile front-loading truck and other LEGO creations 

— along with the local middle- and elementary-

school students who built them and the mentors who 

helped the builders — took center stage in the 

Bixby Library’s Community Room this past 

Saturday. 
The occasion was the Community Demo Day 

for the Bixby Lego Robotics Program. That 

program brought two teams, one of nine older 

students and one of five younger pupils, together 

every Wednesday at the Vergennes library since this 

past fall to design and build robotic projects, including 

writing the necessary software code, with the help 

of a half-dozen mentors. 

Saturday’s hour-long event, which was 

well attended by team members’ friends 

and family members, also doubled as a test 

run for the older Challenge Team’s project. 

That team’s project consists of a truck 

that moves two loads across a colorful surface 

(about the size of a sheet of plywood) to separate 

destinations and then triggers a windmill’s blades to 

start churning. Challenge Team will enter it into a Jan. 

28 Statewide LEGO First Competition at Norwich 

University. 
The theme of the contest is “Renewable Energy.” 

Thus the members of both the Challenge Team and 

younger Explorer Team also went to Monument 

Farms Dairy in Weybridge to learn about its 

manure-fueled bio-digester that provides 

some power to the business, and they 

also interviewed Green Mountain 

Power (GMP) officials 

about renewable power. 

The Challenge Team 

also shared what they 

learned in a skit that 

will be part of their 

contest presentation. 

Team members posed 

as TV journalists interviewing 

LEGO BIXBY ROBOTICS Explorer Team members Isaac Bouffard (left), Kayson Lavella and 

Porter Johnstone demonstrate their renewable energy project Saturday in the Vergennes library’s 

Community Room.

Independent photos/Andy Kirkaldy

More signs of a return to 

normalcy: Bristol’s Pocock 

Rocks Music Festival & Street 

Fair will return this summer 

after a long COVID hiatus, 

and the town is looking to 

resurrect its seasonal farmers 

market. Pocock Rocks has 

traditionally featured live 

musical performances from 

multiple well-known and loved 

regional bands, and hosted 

over 30 vendors, including 

microbrews, wine, hard 

ciders, spirits, specialty foods, 

gifts, and crafts. The festival 

By ANDY KIRKALDY

MIDDLEBURY — The 

members of the Middlebury 

Union High School girls’ 

basketball team chose not to 

travel to Enosburg Falls High 

School for a game this past 

Thursday citing a history of 

racist harassment of Tiger 

athletes at the Franklin County 

school. 
The team last week posted 

a statement on Instagram that 

cited three separate incidents 

over the past three years when 

MUHS athletic teams have 

experienced racist attacks from 

Enosburg spectators. They 

said Enosburg had used hate 

speech toward members of their 

community and other groups.

The Tiger team members felt 

that Enosburg officials had not 

addressed the problem to the 

degree required.

“Discrimination of any form 

can no longer be allowed and 

these incidents must not be 

ignored or swept under the 

rug,” they wrote. “We feel that 

the blame should not be placed 

solely on the individuals who 

made the racist comment, but 

rather this is a systemic issue 

that must be addressed more 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEEBURY — Three 

Addison County municipalities 

are well-positioned to receive 

a $100,000 grant to plan future 

housing, bike paths and other 

facilities that could dovetail with 

the new passenger rail service in 

their communities.

The Chittenden County Regional 

Planning Commission will act 

as a conduit for a $2.1 million in 

federal grant money that will fund 

“Transit-Oriented Development 

(TOD)” in northwest Vermont. 

Communities are eligible for one 

of up to 12 available $100,000 

slices of that funding. 

The northwest region 

encompasses Addison, Chittenden, 

Rutland, Franklin and Washington 

counties. The Addison County 

Regional Planning Commission 

(ACRPC) is encouraging eligible 

local communities to apply.

The $100,000 grants will support 

municipal efforts to create transit-

oriented development master plans 

for their downtowns and village 

centers, and to draft bylaws to 

implement those master plans.

Adam Lougee, executive 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — The 

town of Middlebury has made 

good progress reducing the 

carbon footprint of its municipal 

operations, but the community 

will need a major shift in strategy 

if it’s to reach its goal of cutting 

CO2 emissions by 80% (compared 

to what it generated during fiscal 

year 2019) by the year 2030.

Members of the Middlebury 

Energy Committee stressed that 

point during a recent selectboard 

meeting, at which they provided an 

update on the community’s “80% 

by 2030” goal — an objective that 

By JOHN FLOWERS

ADDISON COUNTY — 

Addison County’s long tradition 

of holding legislative breakfasts 

linking elected politicians with 

their constituents while the 

General Assembly is in session 

will continue — with a few tweaks.

The Independent reported on 

Jan. 12 that the legislative breakfast 

series, after a more than 50-year 

run, was on life support after it 

went on hiatus in early 2020 due to 

the COVID-19 pandemic.

The most recent sponsors of the 

event — the Addison County Farm 

Bureau and the Bridport Grange 

— at the time reported no firm 

plans to bring back the Monday 

morning gatherings held during the 

Legislative session.

But Farm Bureau and Grange 

officials met late last week and 

decided to resurrect the breakfasts, 

albeit on an every-other-week 

schedule, instead of weekly.

Tim Buskey, a leader of the Farm 

Bureau, said the 2023 legislative 

breakfast series will kick off on 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — The Addison 

Central School District board will 

swap out at least three — and as 

many as five — of its 13 members 

this winter. 
The transition will occur as the 

panel takes on several weighty 

challenges — searching for a new 

superintendent, crafting a new 

strategic plan to ensure all students 

have equal access to quality 

education and planning a multi-

million-dollar bond to bring all 

nine ACSD school buildings up to 

code.
The transition will begin 

during the coming weeks as the 

Cornwall selectboard helps pick 

a replacement for that town’s 

lone ACSD board member, Peter 

Conlon. As previously reported by 

the Independent, Conlon resigned 

from the panel on Jan. 9 to chair 

the Vermont House Education 

Committee. Conlon, a Democrat, 

Starting the day off right

METEOROLOGISTS TELL US that a high-pressure mass traps dust in the air, which scatters blue light and leaves red highlights in 

the sky. No one in Addison County who saw this spectacular sunrise on Dec. 29, shown here over Middlebury, would have to know the 

science to appreciate the breathtaking beauty.

Independent photo/Sadie Messenger
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Art for HabitatAlbright’s portraits focus on home 
and people, perfect for the cause 
she supports. See Arts + Leisure.

By the way
By the way

Fast track
After a snowfall, the Tiger Nordic 
ski teams have a good day on their 
home course. See Sports, Page 1B.

Our thanksCounty firefighters gather in-
person to recognize those who 
protect us. See Page 12A.

ANWSD budget rises; 
hammer falls on taxesPassenger rail gathers momentum Middlebury voters to field 

$3.5M water tank bond

Pocock and farmers market arereturning to Bristol

MUHS principal abruptly leaves; interim steps in

Cornwall woman appointed to the ACSD board

Board adds funds for projects to budget plan

Ethan Allen expansion draws 1,000s (See ANWSD, Page 15A)

(See Water tank, Page 13A)

(See Passengers, Page 17A)

(See MAUSD, Page 13A)

(See Bristol, Page 13A)

(See ACSD board, Page 15A)

(See Campbell, Page 3A)

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — The Addison 
Central School District Board on 
Tuesday picked Ellen Whelan-
Wuest to temporarily fill a Cornwall 
spot on the panel recently vacated 
by incumbent Peter Conlon.

Whelan-Wuest will serve until 
the March 7 Town Meeting Day 
elections, which will offer her and 
other Cornwall residents a chance 
to run for the final year on Conlon’s 
three-year term.

By MARIN HOWELL BRISTOL — Folks in the 
5-town area in and around Bristol 
have a lot to look forward to, as 
two well-loved community events 
are slated to return this summer. 
The Bristol CORE organization is 
preparing to bring back the town’s 
Pocock Rocks music festival and 
street fair, as well as reestablish the 
Bristol Farmers Market. Bristol CORE is a nonprofit 

organization committed to 
maintaining the economic vitality 
of downtown Bristol. The group 

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — The recently 
expanded Ethan Allen Express 
passenger rail service is exceeding 
state officials’ expectations, while 
providing a boost for Addison 
County travelers, innkeepers, 
students and merchants.

It was on July 29 of last year 
that Amtrak added Burlington, 
Middlebury and Vergennes/
Ferrisburgh stops to what had 
until then been a Rutland-to-New 
York City Ethan Allen Express 
passenger rail service, also known 
as EAX. Service expansion was 

warmly greeted by Addison 
County residents, merchants, 
lodging establishments and the 
Middlebury College community.

That warm greeting has morphed 
into avid ridership, according to 
Vermont Agency of Transportation 
(VTrans) officials.Toni Clithero, VTrans Amtrak 

Grants Program manager, told the 

Independent that EAX ridership 
at Burlington’s Union Station is 
averaging approximately 2,132 
riders per month or 71 passengers 
per day, with the monthly averages 
being 477 for the Middlebury 
station and 309 for the Ferrisburgh-
Vergennes station.Clithero noted VTrans and 

RIDERS BOARD THE expanded Ethan Allen Express passenger rail service at the Middlebury station this past Friday. Ridership has 

exceeded Amtrak and Vermont Agency of Transportation expectations with nearly 4,000 additional riders on the train in November.Independent photo/Steve James

By ANDY KIRKALDYVERGENNES — The Addison 
Northwest School District 
(ANWSD) budget that voters will 
consider on Town Meeting Day 
calls for a 13.4% spending increase 
but property tax rate increases are 
expected to be a fraction of that.

Nevertheless, residents of the 
five ANWSD municipalities 

shouldn’t look for a tax break.
The ANWSD board last week 

endorsed a budget that would set 
spending for the 2023-2024 school 
year at about $25.3 million, which 
is an increase of about $3 million. 

The proposed spending preserves 
all existing programs and adds a 
couple jobs, including a middle 

By MARIN HOWELL BRISTOL — The Mount 
Abraham Unified School District 
board has an adopted a budget 
for fiscal year 2024 to put before 
voters that, despite a 15.52% 
increase in the cost per equalized 
pupil, is expected to translate into 
a decrease in the education tax 
rate for the roughly two-thirds 

of district residents who pay for 
schools based on their income. 

The plan, adopted by the board 
at its Tuesday meeting, is based 
on an estimated $33,868,900 in 
total spending for FY24. With an 
anticipated $5,778,530 coming into 
the district from outside revenue, 
education spending for FY24 is 

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 
voters on Town Meeting Day 
will be asked to support a $3.5 
million bond to build a new water 
storage tank on Chipman Hill to 
supplement the current, 1.5 million-
gallon receptacle in that same 
area that delivers municipal water 
to 6,000 year-round consumers 

— including 2,500 Middlebury 
College students and 2,300 service 
connections providing flow to a 
variety of residential, commercial 
and industrial users.Emmalee Cherington, the town’s 

director of public works operations, 
pointed to a 2017 “sanitary survey” 
conducted by the state of Vermont By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Middlebury Union High 

School Principal Justin Campbell resigned Monday, 

effective immediately.After being on the job two and a half years, 

Campbell has built positive relationships with 

students, teachers and parents, according to his 

colleagues.MUHS drivers ed teacher George Rooney 
compared the mood of a 
teachers’ meeting following 
the Campbell announcement 
to a funeral service.“I always enjoyed working 

with him,” said Rooney, who 
is a representative of the 
Addison Central Education 
Association teachers’ union. 
“It felt like I was working 
with him, not for him.”Campbell himself was 

somewhat vague on his 
reasons for leaving. He 
announced his decision 
through a two short 

paragraphs in an email to the school community that 

arrived at 3:50 p.m. on Monday:
“After much contemplation, many conversations 

with family and some deep introspection, I have 

decided to resign my position as MUHS principal. I 

have enjoyed my time as an educator but I’m ready 

for a different challenge that helps me to better 

balance all aspects of my life.
“It has been a deep honor to be part of the MUHS 

community and I will cherish the memories I’ve 

made. I will work with (Addison Central School 

District Superintendent Peter) Burrows and the 

MUHS team to assure a smooth transition,” he 

added. “Thank you for all the kindness and support 

the community has shown my family and me 

throughout our time here.”The Independent could not reach Campbell 

directly.

JUSTIN CAMPBELL

Homeless among us
CARING CITIZENS GATHERED and held signs on the greens in Addison County 

on Thursday, Jan. 19, to draw attention to the plight of those who don’t have 

a house to live in. This gentleman on the City Green in Vergennes displayed a 

message that all should take to heart. See more photos on Page 14A.Photo by Jason Duquette-Hoffman

MAUSD spending up, but tax rate is falling

Kudos to Middlebury’s 
Haymaker Bun Co., which has 
been picked as one of 20 semi-
finalists for a prestigious 2023 
James Beard Foundation award 
in the category of “Outstanding 
Bakery.” It is the only Vermont 
bakery recognized. The winners 
will be announced on June 5 at 
a ceremony at the Lyric Opera 
of Chicago. The James Beard 
Foundation’s Restaurant and 
Chef Awards are one of five 
separate recognition programs of 
the awards. The 2023 Restaurant 
and Chef semifinalists are 
recognized across 23 categories, 
including the new award for 
Outstanding Bakery. The 
James Beard Foundation is a 
nonprofit organization with a 
mission “to celebrate, support 
and elevate the people behind 
America’s food culture and 
champion a standard of good 
food anchored in talent, equity, 
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In the shadow
Local theater students wrote and 

will perform a gothic-style play 

next week. See Arts+Leisure.

By the wayBy the way

Netting two
The Tiger girls’ hockey team 

posted a pair of convincing wins 

to move over .500. See Page 1B.

Bird buddy
A conservation biologist will talk 

about birds at a Green Mountain 

Club meeting. See Page 6B.

Paid family leave seen as draw for workers

Middlebury placed on 

fast track for housing

Kid program fees made flexible

Lincoln couple share stories of  African photo safari

Hannaford Career Center 

hires a new superintendent

Town Meeting Day 

election slate firms up Rep. Scheu: Latest bill has a good chance

Encourage others to make the big trip 

Town earns special state designation

Payment model promotes accessibility to local camps 

See candidates on March 7 ballots

• New faces on Addison Central School District Board ...... Page 2A

• Look for a new Vergennes mayor and council member .... Page 2A

• Spots remain open on Mount Abe school board ................ Page 2A

• Middlebury will need to appoint a town clerk ................... Page 7A

• Ferrisburgh selectboard chair to step aside ........................ Page 7A

• Newcomer running for Brandon selectboard .................. Page 12A

Farming group eyes collaboration

(See Africa, Page 16A)

(See Bristol programs, Page 15A)

(See Farmers, Page 11A)

(See Career Center, Page 15A)

(See Housing, Page 10A)

(See Paid family leave, Page 13A)

By MARIN HOWELL 

LINCOLN — On a snowy, 

below-freezing evening in Lincoln 

last week, Dale and Lucinda 

Cockrell shared with listeners 

at the Lincoln Library stories of 

their recent adventures in a much 

warmer climate. 
The Lincoln residents last fall 

took a 34-day, self-guided 

safari trip through 

South Africa’s Kruger 

National Park. The pair 

took photos of the many 

plants and 
animals they 
encountered 
on their 
journey, which they 

shared at the Jan. 26 

event —along with 

tips for how other 

adventurers could plan a similar 

excursion. 
“Part of the agenda tonight is 

to convince all of you that this 

is a trip you must take, because 

it’s life-changing,” Dale told the 

crowd of around 30.

The Cockrells’ journey began 

in October, with a 15-hour flight 

to Johannesburg. Once in South 

Africa, the couple picked up their 

rental car and drove six hours 

north to Kruger National Park. 

One of Africa’s largest game 

reserves, the park covers 8,000 

square miles, similar in size to the 

state of Vermont. 
Dale and Lucinda began their 

safari at the northern section 

of the park, traversing more 

than 200 miles south to the 

opposite end of the park 

over the course of their 

month-long expedition. 
K r u g e r 
N a t i o n a l 
P a r k 

is home to 

hundreds of 

species of plants 

and animals, many of which the 

couple encountered throughout 

their trip. 
“You don’t go 10 or 15 minutes 

without seeing something, I mean 

EUROPEAN 
BEE-EATER

By MARIN HOWELL 

BRISTOL — In an effort to make youth 

programming more accessible to families in the 

5-town area, the Bristol Recreation Department will 

be implementing a new, “pay what you can” payment 

system for half of its youth camps this summer. The 

payment option will allow families to set the camp 

tuition rate for themselves based on what they’re able 

to afford. 
Taylor Welch, director of the Bristol Hub Teen 

Center, said the recreation department was inspired 

by other local organizations that have adopted a 

similar payment option, such as the Lake Champlain 

Maritime Museum in Ferrisburgh. The museum offers 

a pay what you can option for all of its youth camps 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MONTPELIER — It’s a new 

biennium, but a return to a familiar 

battle for Rep. Robin Scheu.

For six years, the Middlebury 

Democrat has championed 

Vermont’s adoption of a paid family 

leave program to assist people 

needing to take care an infant 

or sick family member, or those 

fleeing domestic violence.

While recent paid-leave 

initiatives have failed to cross the 

finish line, Scheu has high hopes for 

this year’s bill H.66, which would 

create a statewide Paid Family and 

Medical Leave Insurance (PFMLI) 

program.
If passed, the PFMLI program 

would guarantee 12 weeks of paid 

time off to all Vermont workers in 

the event of the birth or adoption of 

a child in their household, illness, 

and/or for those dealing with 

domestic violence or who have a 

family member in the military who’s 

been confirmed for active duty.

Self-employed Vermonters could 

opt-in to the program.

“We’re really trying to cover all 

workers and we’re also focused on 

adequate wage replacement,” Scheu 

said during a recent interview with 

the Independent.
The primary funding mechanism 

for the PFMLI program would be 

a payroll tax equivalent to 0.58% 

of each employee’s covered wages 

— an obligation split between 

the employee and employer. 

The average weekly wage for 

Vermonters during fiscal year 2022 

was $1,135, according to Scheu. 

So the 0.58% PFMLI payroll tax 

would come out to $6.58 per week 

— or $342.32 annually, split evenly 

between the worker and employer. 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — The 

Patricia Hannaford Career Center 

has hired a new superintendent: 

Nicole MacTavish, a longtime 

educator currently working in the 

Marshall Islands. School officials 

and MacTavish worked out final 

terms of a contract on Tuesday.

Assuming she passes muster 

with the Vermont Agency of 

Education, MacTavish will begin 

her new role this summer. She’ll 

succeed interim Superintendent 

Tim Williams, who was hired last 

August after a previous effort to 

replace former Superintendent 

Porter Medical Center needs 

volunteer doulas, who provide 

guidance and support to pregnant 

women during labor. If you have 

experience being a doula and are 

interested in volunteering in the 

Porter Birthing Center, please 

complete a volunteer application 

at portermedical.org or send 

an email to: PMC-Volunteers@

portermedical.org. Note: All 

doula volunteers will be required 

to complete a 24-hour training 

program that will begin in March.

If you’ve been to the Lincoln 

Library lately, you might have noticed 

that a skating rink has been built, 

lined, flooded and iced over (thanks 

to the Lincoln Fire Department and 

Lincoln Sports). Now it’s time to 

celebrate the community ice rink, 

so here’s an invite for local kids, 

adults and everyone in between: 

By MARIN HOWELL 

MIDDLEBURY — Faced 

with managing changes in best 

practices, business competition 

and climate change — not to 

mention the daily challenges 

of raising crops and animals 

— growers and ranchers who 

gathered at the Champlain Valley 

Farmers Coalition annual meeting 

in Middlebury on Tuesday stressed 

that they need to work together.

“I don’t believe you can solve big 

problems without collaboration,” 

said Vijay Nazareth, executive 

director of the coalition. “All of us 

are good at something, but if you 

want to bring about big change, 

you have to work together. So, 

By JOHN FLOWERS

M I D D L E B U R Y 

— Middlebury has 

earned a Neighborhood 

Development Area, or 

NDA, designation from 

the state for a large 

swath of property in its 

core village area. This 

should be a catalyst 

for construction of 

more local affordable 

housing, while giving the 

community priority consideration 

for state grants.
Confirmation of Middlebury’s 

NDA designation came late 

last week through the 

Vermont Department of 

Housing & Community 

Development, and it 

was enthusiastically 

greeted by town officials 

and representatives of 

Summit Properties, 

which is proposing a 

mixed housing project 

of more than 140 

units off Seymour 

Street Extension. Among other 

advantages, Middlebury’s new 

status as one of only 10 NDA-

approved communities in the 

“Without an 

NDA at all, 

affordable 
housing 
projects 
don’t have a 

chance.”
— Jennifer 

Murray

Waterlogged
VICTORIOUS MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE Log Rolling Club member Audrey Welsh keeps her balance on a colorful timber floating in the 

shallow end of the college Natatorium pool Sunday afternoon as a competitor from the University of Vermont gets dunked. See more 

photos from the event on Page 14A.

Independent photo/Steve James

DALE AND LUCINDA Cockrell used a very long camera lens to document this leopard pacing around 

South Africa’s Kruger National Park during their month-long visit last October. The Cockrells shared 

photos and stories from their adventure during a recent presentation at the Lincoln Library.
Photos by Dale Cockrell
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to announce the milestone.
Early customer reviews are 

positive.
Don Burns of Cornwall said his 

home has had service for three 
weeks and described the change. 

“We can honestly say that our 
life has changed in a positive way. 

Prior to joining Maple Broadband, 
we thought about our internet all 
the time, coming up with excuses 
for why we couldn’t use video 
and regularly lost connection 
during Zoom meetings; why we 
couldn’t stream movies without 
losing connection numerous times 
over the course of just one movie; 

and why we couldn’t use multiple 
devices,” Burns said. 

“Now we rarely think about 
it, other than acknowledging our 
gratefulness for having consistent 
and dependable service that we’re 
sure most people take for granted. 
Many thanks to Maple Broadband 
for bringing us into the 21st century.” 

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — Maple 

Broadband, the quasi-municipal 
nonprofit entity undertaking a 
mission of providing high-speed 
internet to underserved and 
unserved areas of Addison County, 
has approached Vergennes about 
an easement in one of its city parks 
on which it hopes to install a key 
communications hub. 

Maple Broadband’s Board Chair 
Steve Huffaker, a Ferrisburgh 
resident, and Shannon Haggett, the 
city’s representative to the Maple 
Broadband board, spoke to the 
Vergennes City Council on Feb. 14 
with the proposal for about a third 
of an acre with road frontage on 
Comfort Hill.

The land is part of the city’s 
McIntosh Park, which runs along 
the west side of Comfort Hill not far 
north from the road’s intersection 
with High Street. The park includes 
trails for mountain biking, hiking or 
Nordic skiing, but Maple Broadband 
officials said the land they hope to 
use would not affect those trails.

“It’s tucked up in the northeast 
corner of the property,” Huffaker 
said at the meeting.

Maple Broadband is a 
Communications Union District, or 
CUD, defined by Vermont law as an 
organization of two or more towns 
that join together as a municipal 
entity to build communication 
infrastructure together, specifically 
broadband internet. 

Twenty-one Addison County 
towns are members, and the 
communications hub proposed 
would help Maple Broadband 
serve all of Vergennes and parts of 

Ferrisburgh, New Haven, Monkton 
and Waltham, according to the CUD 
Executive Director Ellie de Villiers.

Maple Broadband asked the 
council last week to consider a long-
term easement for a 60-foot-by-30-
foot parcel along the road to house 
a 9.5-foot-high, 240-square-foot 
building with exterior generators 
and HVAC units and a transformer, 
all to be surrounded by a chain-link 
fence. 

Councilors were interested, but 
questions arose at the meeting. The 
major one is that the Vergennes city 
charter requires voter approval for 
transfers of real estate. Councilor 
Mel Hawley said he believed that 
probably extended to easements, 
and by the end of last week the city 
attorney had confirmed that opinion. 

“Unfortunately the Vergennes 
Charter is much broader than 
general state law and as such 
requires a vote for a ‘grant of any 
real estate’ — which would include 
an easement,” wrote attorney Ed 
Adrian in an email to City Manager 
Ron Redmond. “The corporate 
status of the grantee (such as non-
profit) is irrelevant for purposes of 
the Charter. With that said, the City 
can enter into the Option without a 
vote, so long as final transfer of the 
easement is subject to a vote.”

Maple Broadband officials said 
they were also considering other 
options, including a private site on 
land nearby, but would also consider 
paying for a special election if 
necessary. Haggett and de Villiers 
said factors such as the risk of a 
vote being favorable and projected 
development costs for different 
parcels as well as election expenses 

would all figure into the CUD’s next 
moves. 

“We’re looking to get costs on 
a special election, because in an 
ideal world we would be building 
that hub prior to November and we 
obviously need certainty to be able 
to do so,” said de Villiers later in the 
week.

Haggett said on this past Friday 
the CUD’s executive board met and 
discussed those questions on Feb. 
16. 
OTHER QUESTIONS

At the meeting Hawley also said 
the council would probably be 
willing to serve as a co-applicant to 
the Vergennes Development Review 
Board for the proposal, but should 
first make sure the city’s Parks and 
Recreation Committee is on board.

“We should not assume the Parks 
and Recreation Committee has no 
feelings about this,” he said.

Hawley also wondered if 
Vergennes should be compensated 
for the easement. 

Huffaker responded that Maple 
Broadband has signed agreements 
in Cornwall, Shoreham and Orwell 
to locate similar electronic hubs. 
The compensation arranged in each 
instance, he said, is that Maple 
Broadband will provide free internet 
service to the town, in Shoreham’s 
case, or the property owners, in the 
other two towns.

Huffaker also reminded the 
council of Maple Broadband’s 
nonprofit status, its mission to serve 
residents, and its financial backing 
— government grants, American 
Rescue Plan Act funding, and 
municipal contributions. 

“We’re spending every penny 

on building our network,” he said. 
“Please be kind to us.”

Later in the week, de Villiers 
said other CUDs around Vermont 
have reached agreements with 
host towns with internet service 
as compensation for siting of 
communications hubs, with their 
leadership understanding the larger 
benefits to their communities.

“It makes sense for the towns to 
be granting this,” she said.

Councilor Zoe Kaslow also noted 
the precedent that had been set with 

Maple Broadband’s work elsewhere 
in southern Addison County. 

“It’s helpful context to know 
they’re moving through these 
conversations elsewhere,” said. 
“We wouldn’t be the guinea pigs.” 

Mayor Matt Chabot concluded 
at the meeting that Redmond 
would research questions before 
the council would act on Maple 
Broadband’s request.

“We have a bunch of things 
we need to know,” Chabot told 
Huffaker and Haggett. “We’re not 

going to have an answer for you 
tonight.”

Huffaker said he did not expect 
an immediate green light, but 
hoped the council would clarify 
its position on what CUD officials 
called their preferred option as 
quickly as possible, given Maple 
Broadband’s build-out timetable 
and the electronic hub’s importance 
to it.

“We need to start this in the third 
quarter (of 2023),” he said. “We’re 
pressed for time.”

City park eyed for communication hub

Davis Brakeley, building 
supervisor for Salisbury’s Shard 
Villa Residential Care Home and 
also a Shard Villa board member, 
said the elder care facility is 
“extremely happy” with a service 
that makes remote family meetings 
and medical appointments much 
easier.

“Our residents are now able 
to visit with their relatives at any 
time of the day and at any location 
throughout Shard Villa’s facility. 
As an elder care facility, we rely 
heavily on being able to have 
tele-med appointments, place 
pharmacy orders, and transfer 
necessary resident data to primary 
care physicians,” Brakeley said. 

“With this improvement 
we’ve been able to do all these 
things seamlessly and without 
interruption, where previously it 
wasn’t possible. Thank you, Maple 
Broadband, for helping bring 
Shard Villa up to speed.” 

A number of dignitaries also 
weighed in on Maple Broadband’s 
progress, either in person or via 
email — including U.S. Sen. Peter 
Welch, D-Vt. 

“I am so pleased to see Maple 
Broadband connecting its first 
customers,” Welch said. “Efforts 
like this help expand access to 

high-speed, quality broadband for 
all Vermonters. That’s critical for 
growing our businesses, supporting 
Vermont students, expanding 
access to telehealth and keeping 
our communities connected. I 
applaud Maple Broadband and 
thank them for all they are doing to 
help close the digital divide.”

Sen. Ruth Hardy, D-Addison 
County, also contributed to the 
progress.

“After working to craft the 
legislation establishing the 
Vermont Broadband Board and 
communications union district 
grant programs, I am thrilled 
that high-speed internet is finally 
coming to more Addison County 
towns,” Hardy said. “Thanks to 
the diligence and perseverance 
of Maple Broadband’s volunteer 
board and staff members and their 
partnership with state leaders, 
residents of Addison County will 
be better able to access work, 
education and services from their 
homes.”

Rob Fish, deputy director of the 
Vermont Community Broadband 
Board, which oversees and 
distributes funding to Vermont’s 
CUDs, sees progress in the mission.

“This is a major milestone in our 
work to connect all Vermonters to 

broadband,” Fish said.
Thanks to a Vermont broadband 

board $8.7 million grant to Maple 
Broadband in July, the CUD began 
work in October stringing lines 
that could serve to up to 1,400 
underserved or unserved households 
in Leicester, Orwell, Shoreham, 
Whiting, Cornwall, Salisbury and a 
small portion of Middlebury.

A $9.1 million September award 
from the same source to Waitsfield 
Champlain Valley Telecom 
(WCVT), will do the same for up to 
2,000 of WCTV’s customers in parts 
of Addison, Bridport, Ferrisburgh, 
New Haven, Panton, Waltham, 
and Weybridge. WCTV also will 
maintain Maple Broadband’s 
network. 
ARPA MONEY

Funding for both those grants 
came from the $116 million of 
Vermont American Rescue Plan Act 
money the Legislature earmarked 
for the Vermont broadband board. 

Maple Broadband Executive 
Director Ellie de Villiers said 
funding will be critical as the CUD 
moves forward. Although CUDs 
are quasi-municipal organizations, 
they can’t tax residents of the 
towns they serve, but can propose 
bonds that can ultimately be repaid, 
at least in part, by the cash flow 
generated from customers. 

Maple Broadband charges 
between $70 a month for 50 
megabytes per second (MBps) 
upload and download speed or $90 
for 100/100 MBps.

Support has also come from 
towns’ donations of ARPA funds; 
Bridport, Cornwall, Ferrisburgh, 
Monkton, Panton, Ripton, 
Salisbury, Waltham and Weybridge 
have all kicked in. 

De Villiers described that support 
and other grants as pivotal to the 
CUD’s mission:

“The more money we can raise as 
grants, the faster we can build our 
network to reach more people. Just 
as important, more grant funding 
reduces the debt we’ll have to take 
on, which will help reduce prices 
for customers and assist with our 
affordability initiatives. We’d 
like to say a big thank you to all 
the towns in our district that have 
already contributed ARPA funds.”

Salisbury Selectboard Chair Paul 
Vaczy explained why his town 
opted to contribute.

“Salisbury’s membership in 
Maple Broadband was initiated 
due to the poor quality of internet 
service in our town, especially 
the west side of Route 7. Maple 
Broadband’s partnership with 
Waitsfield Telecom has enabled 
the installation of high-speed fiber 
in portions of Salisbury, with more 
to follow. The donation of $30,000 
from the town’s ARPA allocation 
increases our commitment to the 
mission of high-speed internet 
to all homes and businesses in 
Salisbury,” Vaczy said. 

Maple  Broadband
(Continued from Page 1A)

LT. GOV. DAVID Zuckerman speaks at a Wednesday press conference in Cornwall celebrating Maple 
Broadband, Addison County’s nonprofit internet provider, hooking up its first customers. Also pictured 
are, from the left, Michelle Monroe, representing Sen. Peter Welch; Erhard Mahnke, representing Sen. 
Bernie Sanders; and Maple Broadband Executive Director Ellie de Villiers.

Photo courtesy of Steve Huffaker
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Spotlight on VergennesSpotlight on Vergennes

After recently finishing 
my Eagle Scout Project 
with Vergennes Boy 
Scout Troop 539, I 
wanted to thank the 
businesses and people 
who helped me complete it. First 
off, I would like to publicly thank 
rkMiles for their generous and 

much-needed donation of 
materials that allowed me 
to complete this project, 
an informational kiosk at 
Vergennes Union High 
School. Many thanks also 

to Robyn Newton, Gary Wright, 
Peter Garon, and Ken Sullivan, 
my troop leaders Travis Scribner, 

Rob Jewett and Randy Gates, 
along with fellow scouts, my 
family, and community members. 
Lastly, thanks to the Addison 
Independent for publishing 
a picture and caption of the 
completed project.

Calder Rakowski
Vergennes

VERGENNES — Thanks to a 
2023 Community Grant through 
Co-operative Insurance Companies 
and Gaines Insurance Agency, the 
oil portraits of Eliza and Franklin 
Haven have been acquired by the 
Vergennes Historical Society from 
antique dealer Greg Hamilton of 
Stone Block Antiques. The total 
paid for both portraits was $1,800.  

Eliza and Franklin Haven were 
married in Vergennes on Sept. 21, 
1852, by the Rev. Harvey Leavitt 
of the Vergennes Congregational 
Church. Shortly after their 
marriage, Franklin began selling 
clothing and household goods 
on the corner of Main Street and 
Maple Street, where The Lily now 
operates. Three generations of the 
Haven family continued the store 
for a span of 85 years as reported 
in The Enterprise and Vermonter 
in 1940, when the store closed. 
Afterwards Franklin’s grandson 
converted and operated a bowling 
alley in the prior store. If you 
venture into the Basin Block, 

some of the old bowling alley floor 
markings are still visible.

Co-operative Insurance 
Companies’ Community Grants 
Program was established in 
2004 to assist with community 
projects across Vermont and New 
Hampshire. Through this program, 
Co-op partners with its agents 
and directors to provide funds for 
capital campaigns and operational 
support throughout the two states. 

“We think it’s important to do 
our part as neighbors and this grant 
program is one more way we can 
do that,” said Randy Roy, Co-op’s 
senior vice president of marketing. 
The Vergennes Historical Society 
award was one of 11 grants which 
Co-operative Insurance Companies 
and a partner agency funded for 
2023. The agency partner for this 
grant was Gaines Insurance.

Scott Gaines, owner of Gaines 
Insurance Agency, also hales from 
a long line of ancestors who lived 
and worked in Vergennes. At one 
time his family owned and operated 

the famed Stevens House on the 
corner of Main and Green streets. 
The Gaines Insurance Agency 
was founded by Scott’s father, 
Allen Gaines, in 1961. The current 
agency location was purchased by 
Allen from his father-in-law Ward 
Merrill, who operated a grocery 
store in the building. The Gaines 
Insurance Agency has long been 
a supporter of charitable causes, 
including the American Heart 
Association, Booked for Bikes, 
and Meals on Wheels.

The Haven oil portraits will first 
be displayed at the Bixby Library 
along with information on their 
family and lives in Vergennes. 
The Vergennes Historical Society 
aims to make these portraits 
available for study in the local 
schools and colleges. For the 
society these portraits provide a 
tangible reminder of the Haven 
family legacy and the real impact 
local shopping can have on a 
community.

Love goes 
abroad

MEMBERS OF THE Seth 
Warner - Rhoda Farrand 
Chapter of the DAR 
participated in the “Show 
our Military Some Love” 
project. They assembled 27 
Valentine’s Day gift bags 
to send to our military 
overseas.

Photos by Patty Evarts

THESE PORTRAITS OF 19th-century Vergennes storeowners Eliza and Franklin Haven will go on 
display at the Bixby Memorial Library. They were recently purchased by the Vergennes Historical Society 
with financial help from Co-op Insurance and Gaines Insurance. Shown are Stone Block Antiques owner 
Greg Hamilton, left, Historical Society President David Welch and Society member Susan Ferland.

Grant brings Eliza and Franklin Haven home

Eagle Scout thankful for all the community support

Notes
of appreciation

Vergennes Police Log
VERGENNES — A series of 

mostly non-criminal issues kept 
Vergennes police busy between 
Feb. 13 and 19, including a resident 
experiencing a mental health crisis, 
a challenging Vergennes Area 
Rescue Squad (VARS) patient, a 
gun report that proved to be a false 
alarm, an investigation of a death 
at a city residence, and aiding a 
Shaw’s Supermarket shopper with 
a mysteriously non-functional car-
key fob. 

During those seven days 
Vergennes police conducted 13 
traffic stops, two foot patrols, a VIN 
inspection and a property watch; 
responded to two false alarms; 
fingerprinted seven job applicants; 
and also:

On Feb. 13 issued a no-trespass 
order on behalf of a New Haven 
Road property owner, who 
suspected the person who received 
the order, and was being regularly 
picked up in his driveway, of drug 
trafficking.

On Feb. 14 on behalf of Vermont 
State Police went to the scene of a 
one-car crash on Route 7 in North 
Ferrisburgh. Police said the vehicle 
was totaled after drifting off the road 
and becoming wedged between a 
guard rail and some trees, and that 
they ticketed the New York driver 
for operating without a license.

On Feb. 15 issued a no-trespass 
order to a former resident of a New 
Haven Road property.

On Feb. 16 and 18 accompanied 
VARS to an Alden Place residence 
and stood by while EMTs dealt with 
an uncooperative patient that police 
said had called VARS multiple 
times in recent days.

On Feb. 16 accompanied 
Department for Children and 
Families personnel as they removed 
a child from a city residence.

On Feb. 17:
• Heard from a man that he was 

concerned that his ex-girlfriend’s 
father might cause him harm 
following their recent breakup.

• Were told that an employee of 
Vergennes Union High School had 
found a gun in the school’s safe; 
police learned shortly thereafter 
from another administrator that 
the gun was a starter pistol used 
for track and field events or swim 
meets.

• Were called by VARS to 
perform a death investigation when 
they discovered a deceased person 
at a High Street residence; police 
determined the passing was due to 
natural causes. 

On Feb. 17 and Feb. 19 dealt 
with a man struggling with mental 
health issues at a city home. During 
the first call police said they were 
able to calm him after he damaged 
furniture at the property. But the 
second incident was more serious: 
Police said VARS transported 
the man to Porter Hospital for 
treatment, including counseling, 
after he drank bleach. 

On Feb. 18 responded to a report 
of a man trying to break into a 
vehicle parked on Main Street. 
Police said it proved to be the 

vehicle’s owner, and they helped 
him enter it.

On Feb. 18 and 19 helped state 
police process drugged-driving 
suspects at the city station. In 
both cases a department Drug 
Recognition Expert determined it 
was likely, pending an evidentiary 
blood test, the suspects were under 
the influence of drugs while driving 
a vehicle, and in one case also 
under the influence of alcohol. City 
police said state police cited both 
suspects. 

On Feb. 19 helped a woman 
in the Shaw’s parking lot whose 
remote key fob refused to work. 
Police said they googled how to 
solve the problem and were then 
able to re-sync the key with the 
vehicle and help her on her way. 

To advertise in the
Vergennes Service Directory

call Jesse 
802-388-4944, ext. 119

Jessen@addisonindependent.com

CLOVER STATE
Window & Siding Co., Inc.

Replacement Windows • Vinyl siding 
• Garages • Roofs • Additions

Phone: 802-877-2102 • Toll Free: 888-433-0962

SIDINGPLUMBING & HEATING

ADVERTISE WITH JESSE!

VERGENNES
S e r v i c e  D i r e c t o r y
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WEYBRIDGE — The 
University of Vermont Morgan 
Horse Farm in Weybridge hosted 
the annual Addison County 4-H 
Hippology Contest on Jan. 21. 
Twenty local 4-H’ers participated.

Hippology is the study of the 
horse. The competition, arranged 
by age group, tested the 4-H’ers 
knowledge of the horse industry 
through the placing of a class of 
four horses, four identification 
stations and a written knowledge 
test.

The participants placed as 
follows:

8- and 9-year-olds: 1. John 
Murphy, Weybridge; 2. Aliyah 
Bradford, Addison; 3. Nora 
Bergiven, Shoreham; 4. Damon 
Mullen, Middlebury.

10- and 11-year-olds: 1. Naria 
Audet, Orwell; 2. Iris Bassett, New 
Haven; 3. Chace Petrin, Addison; 

Students
compete in
Hippology

(See Hippology, Page 18A)

HUESTIS
FARM SUPPLY, LLC

3877 Crown Point Rd., Bridport, VT  •  802-758-2289

We carry these major brands and more!

We support
Future Farmers

of America

By BERKLEY McDERMOTT
Middlebury FFA Chapter 
Reporter

As National FFA week nears, 
the Middlebury FFA would like to 
report about different events 
that have happened and 
as well future events to 
come. 

We started off in 
2022 by interviewing 
interested candidates 
for the 2022-2023 year 
and have successfully 
brought new faces into 
the FFA organization. This 
year’s officer slate is: Lucas 
Allen, president; Maya Huestis, 
vice president; Erin Whipple, 
secretary; Connor Meacham, 
treasurer; Berkley McDermott, 
reporter; Liam Wagner, 
sentinel; Malachi Sheldrick, 
parliamentarian.

The first event of the school 
year was the Land Judging CDE 
(Career Development Event), 

which took place in October at 
Vermont Technical College in 
Randolph. The Middlebury FFA 
Chapter took 3rd place. 

Over the years, profits for 
the annual citrus fruit sale 

dwindled and the fruit 
quality did not meet 

our customers’ standards. 
In response to this fact, 
chapter members voted 
to promote our locally 
produced products 
by designing a special 

commemorative label 
highlighting our chapter 

and the members in the Natural 
Resources classes who produce it; 
we also held a maple syrup sale in 
October. It turned out to be quite 
successful and more profitable 
than the citrus fruit sale, thanks 
to the help of the Introduction 
to Agricultural Sciences and 
Sustainable Agriculture classes.

Right now, Middlebury FFA 

It’s time to
celebrate FFA!

(See FFA, Page 18A)

THE MIDDLEBURY FFA Farm and Agricultural Business 
Management team earned a bronze medal at the National FFA 
Convention in Indianapolis this past October. Shown are team 
members, left to right, back row: Liam Wagner, Joshua Sherman, 
Eliza Bent, Kelley Mills, advisor; and Malachi Sheldrick holds the 
plaque.

Photo courtesy of Middlebury FFA

SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE STUDENTS show off their herd of meat goats at Deep Roots Farm at the Patricia Hannaford Career 
Center’s north campus off Mainelli Road in Middlebury’s Industrial Park.

Photo courtesy of Middlebury FFA

MEMBERS OF THE Middlebury and Vergennes FFA chapters pose with Vermont FFA Association officers and Jackson Sylvester, National 
FFA Officer, at the Vermont FFA Convention.

Photo courtesy of Middlebury FFA

REACH THE COUNTY
ads@addisonindependent.com
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“We  Care” for your 
land and animals!
And we care about 

the FFA!

88 Seymour Street, Middlebury, VT
802-388-7000 • email: middlebury@bbinc.us

LET US TAKE 
THE WORRY 
OUT OF TAX 
SEASON.

Loans & Leases

Financial   
Record-Keeping

Payroll Services

Profitability Consulting

Tax Preparation &   
Planning

Appraisals

Estate Planning

Beginning Farmer   
Programs

Crop Insurance

Our specialists understand ag taxes so you 
don’t have to. 

Tax laws change every year. Especially ag 
taxes. That’s why more producers rely on the 
tax specialists at Farm Credit East to do theirs. 
We know the ever-changing tax laws and 
requirements that are unique to agriculture. 
And we do our best to capture every 
deduction you’re entitled.

This tax season, save both time 
and stress by working with 
Farm Credit East.

farmcrediteast.com
800.562.2235

Reed’s EquipmentReed’s Equipment

Supporting Agriculture in Addison County  
& Beyond Since 1988
802-759-2562 

4373 VT Rte. 17W  •  Addison, Vermont

We proudly support the FFA!We proudly support the FFA!

1786 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT • 388-2296

M-F 7am - 3pm  and  24 Hour Emergency Repair Service

The FFA was part of our past,
so we proudly support its future. 

MIDDLEBURY — Students 
and instructors representing three 
programs at the P.A. Hannaford 
Career Center in Middlebury have 
been awarded nearly $10,000 
for a competitive STEAM grant 
through the Agency of Education. 

The Natural Resources program 
will collaborate with students from 
the Engineering & Architecture 
and Visual Communications 
programs to design, construct, 
and install a new skidder bridge to 
protect a stream crossing in Wright 
Park from erosion. 

To construct the skidder bridge, 
students will use chainsaws, 
a portable sawmill, and heavy 
equipment. In addition, students 
will design and construct an 
educational kiosk with posters to 
educate the public about aquatic 
ecosystems and how agricultural 
activities, such as logging, impact 
those communities through soil 
erosion and sedimentation.

The team will be cooperating and 
collaborating with Vermont Forest 
Parks and Recreation, Otter Creek 
Engineering (civil engineering 
and surveying), Little Pressroom 
(poster printing), MALT, and many 
other professional organizations to 
provide resources and guidance 
for the project. 

The bridge is scheduled for 
completion in May.

HANNAFORD CAREER CENTER students Cady Pitner, left, and Dylan Stowe of the Natural Resource 
Management program fell spruce trees to use as beams for a skidder bridge project at Wright Park.

Photos courtesy of Aaron Townshend

COLE WARREN OF Hannaford Career Center’s Natural Resource 
Management program makes a plan for milling a log at Wright 
Park, where students are building a new bridge to protect a stream 
crossing in the park.

Career center students build a bridge

Meet CVFC director Nazareth

CHAMPLAIN VALLEY 
FARMER COALITION 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
VIJAY NAZARETH

(See Nazareth, Page 18A)

Editor’s note: The Addison 
Independent was remis in 
not introducing you to Vijay 
Nazareth when he was hired to 
run an important local farming 
organization this past summer. 
We were reminded of that when 
the organization held their annual 
meeting this week. Here’s a brief 
introduction.

ADDISON COUNTY — 
The Champlain Valley Farmer 
Coalition (CVFC) in Middlebury 
last July hired Vijay Nazareth as 
its executive director. 

Nazareth’s experience in the 
private sector and in nonprofit 
management and finance, 
combined with his passion for 
conservation in agriculture and 
environmental stewardship, 
will help to further advance the 
organization’s mission. CVFC 
assists farmers in implementing 
innovative agricultural practices 
that enhance water quality, soil 
health, climate-smart farming, and 
their economic resiliency.

“He is a curious, collaborative, 
and results-oriented leader who 

will bring strong strategic thinking 
and problem-solving skills to the 
role,” said Brian Kemp, CVFC’s 
board president. 

Nazareth comes to CVFC 
following a robust search 
process that netted more than 20 
applications from individuals in 

Vermont and around the country. 
The organization embarked on the 
search following the February 2022 
departure of its previous executive 
director, John Roberts. Roberts was 
appointed as USDA state executive 
director for the Farm Service 
Agency in Vermont by President 
Joe Biden. Sarah Audet served as 
interim executive director while the 
search was ongoing. 

Nazareth’s first day with 
CVFC was July 11. He has 
overall operational responsibility 
for CVFC’s mission, 
programs, member relations, 
communications, financial growth, 
grant management, and staff. 
Among his many priorities is 
resuming the organization’s in-
person educational programming 
for farmers to learn more about 
innovative agricultural practices. 

“CVFC has built an amazing 
network of farmers over the years,” 
Nazareth said at the time of his 
hiring. “I am truly honored to be the 
next executive director, and I look 
forward to meeting and working 
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Nazareth 
(Continued from Page 17A)

4. Savannah Whitney, Middlebury; 
5. Adelyn Zimmerman, Vergennes. 

12- and 13-year-olds: 1. Alexis 
Whipple, Bridport; 2. Caroline 
Allen, Panton; 3. Tessa Buskey, 
North Ferrisburgh; 4. Bella 
Shimmel, Bridport; 5. Alexis 
Freegard, Bristol; 6. McKenzie 
Ball, Vergennes; 7. Sophia Welch, 
Bridport.

14- to 18-year-olds: 1. Natalie 
Jackman, Vergennes; 2. Shyanne 
Wedge, Shoreham; 3. Hannah 
Gendreau, Shoreham. 

Mya Sturtevant, a 4-H Cloverbud 
from New Haven, received a 
participation ribbon for taking part, 
just for fun, in the event to learn 
more about horses.

The contest was organized by 
Martha Seifert, UVM Extension 

4-H educator for Addison County. 
Kathy and Cassie Kennett, 
Vergennes, prepared the questions 
for each age group.

To learn more about the 4-H 
horse project and county horse 
events, contact Seifert at (802) 
388-4969, ext. 355, or martha.
seifert@uvm.edu.

Hippology
(Continued from Page 16A)

ACREAGE OWNED BY Roger Wales of Weybridge has recently been conserved by the Vermont Land 
Trust and is part of 448 Weybridge acres to be conserved.

MONUMENT FARMS DAIRY has conserved a 182-acre parcel in Weybridge by working with the Vermont 
Land Trust. The parcel is just a mile away from the parcel conserved on the Roger Wales farm.

Photos courtesy of Vermont Land Trust.

Area farmers protect nearly 450 acres

is hosting a clothing drive and 
all donations will be taken to the 
Charter House emergency shelter 
in Middlebury. 

Please join us during the month 
of May when our Garden Patch 
greenhouse (behind the Main 
Campus building at 51 Charles 
Ave.) will be open for business. We 

will have student-grown annual 
flowering plants, perennials, 
hanging baskets, vegetable starts 
and herbs. We will be open Monday 
through Friday, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.; May 
1-31 and the first two Saturdays in 
May — while supplies last. Shop 
early for best selection. Can’t make 
it in during these hours? Aubuchon 
Hardware in Middlebury will carry 

MICHAEL PLOUFFE OF the 
Middlebury FFA earned a silver 
medal for the Dairy Cattle 
Handling activity at the National 
FFA Convention in Indianapolis 
in October 2022.

Photo courtesy of Middlebury FFA

our plants too, with 100% of the 
proceeds returning to fund our 
greenhouse operations next year.

We are looking forward to 
the Vermont FFA Convention at 
Vermont Technical College in 
May and our Awards Banquet 
with family and friends in June. 
At the banquet, we will award 
Greenhand and Chapter Degrees, 
honor departing senior members, 
and celebrate those who helped us 
out throughout the year.

FFA 
(Continued from Page 16A)

A SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE student practices determining 
the slope of the land for the FFA Land Judging Career Development 
Event.

Photo courtesy of Middlebury FFA

with our members and community 
partners.” 

Nazareth holds a Master of 
Science in Agriculture/Soil and 
Water Science from the University 
of Florida, as well as a Bachelor 
of Science in Mathematics from 
the University of Connecticut. 
His academic research interests 
include the use of precision 
agriculture for sustainable 
intensification and soil and water 
management. He collaborated with 
the USDA Water Management Lab 
in Maricopa, Ariz., on improving 
water use efficiency for cotton in 
semi-arid climates. The research 
paper he co-authored with the 
USDA was recognized by The 
American Society of Agricultural 

and Biological Engineers. 
Before coming to Vermont, he 

most recently served as the founder 
and executive director of Skills 
for Life, a nonprofit organization 
based in Frederick, Md., dedicated 
to empowering youth through 
social entrepreneurship, gender 
equality and career advancement. 
He was also the CEO of Exeter 
Capital Companies, specializing 
in institutional asset management, 
global market analysis and 
portfolio structuring and 
management. He formerly served 
as a Food Security & Nutrition 
Consultant for the International 
Food Policy Research Institute 
in Washington, D.C., where 
he worked on projects in the 
areas of crop and climate water 

management, value chain 
enhancement and climate risk 
mitigation. 

The Champlain Valley Farmer 
Coalition is a 501(c)(5) nonprofit 
corporation whose purpose is to 
assist all farmers in implementing 
innovative agricultural practices 
that enhance water quality, soil 
health, climate smart farming, and 
their economic resiliency in the 
Champlain Valley. It accomplishes 
this through a positive, unified 
voice that provides targeted 
education and outreach to farmers 
and the public; advocates on 
behalf of farmers’ environmental 
interests; and collaborates with 
community partners to achieve 
common goals. Learn more online 
at cvfc-vt.com.

WEYBRIDGE — Roger Wales 
and Monument Farms, Inc. worked 
with the Vermont Land Trust to 
conserve 448 acres for local food, 
future farmers and clean water. 

The protected land includes farm 
fields, wetlands, sections of Otter 
Creek and the Lemon Fair River 
and uncommon forestland. It abuts 
other protected farms 
and state-owned lands, 
now totaling over 4,400 
acres across the towns 
of Weybridge and 
Addison.  

“Farmers in the 
Champlain Valley have 
been working with us 
to protect farmland for 
decades,” said VLT’s Al Karntaz. 
“Farmers like Roger Wales and 
businesses like Monument Farms 
value the benefits of conservation, 
now and in the future.” 

Seventh-generation Vermonter 
Roger Wales protected 266 acres 
that his family has farmed since the 
1940s. After the family dairy ceased 
operations in the 1970s, Wales used 
the land to produce wheat, oats, 
corn, beef and most recently, goat 
milk, which he sold to Vermont 
Butter & Cheese. “In my situation, 
conservation was the right decision,” 
said Wales. “I’m in my 80s and I 
have no family that is interested in 

owning the farm. So, conserving the 
land ensures that it will remain in 
agriculture and not be developed.” 

The productive, open land is 
rented by neighboring dairy business 
Monument Farms, which has used 
the land to grow hay and corn for 
about 10 years.

Less than a quarter mile away 
from Roger Wales’ land, 
a 182-acre parcel was 
conserved by Monument 
Farms. In operation 
since 1930, Monument 
Farms is the only large-
scale milk processor in 
the state that sells milk 
exclusively from their 
own herd. They use 

the newly conserved land to grow 
corn and hay in rotation. They now 
own and farm over 1,000 acres of 
protected land.

“Our family, and our business, 
is very connected to the land,” said 
farm manager Peter James. “We 
want to see the Lemon Fair corridor 
protected from development and the 
land kept available for farming and 
wildlife. Conserving the land also 
makes it more affordable for us and 
for future owners.” Protection of 
these farms ensures that the land will 
stay in the hands of working farmers 
should they be sold out of the family 
or farm business. Both farms contain 

streams and wetlands that will be 
protected.

“These two conservation projects 
complement each other and support 
the agricultural economy in Addison 
County. Monument Farms has 
conserved several parcels of land, 
demonstrating their exemplary 
stewardship, and protecting water 
quality in the Lemon Fair, and 
ultimately, Lake Champlain,” said 
Gus Seelig, Executive Director of the 
Vermont Housing & Conservation 
Board.  

At the Monument Farms land, 
restoration efforts are planned for 
a 3,200-foot section of the Lemon 
Fair River that crosses the property 
and meets Otter Creek, and for an 
area with the rare Valley Clayplain 
Forest. Wetlands and land along the 
river will remain vegetated and free 
of grazing. 

The Wales property lies in the 
low-lying Otter Creek floodplain, 
just upstream from where it meets 
the Lemon Fair. The farm sits along 
8,300 feet of Otter Creek, and several 
streams on the property flow into 
the creek. There are two large areas 
of forested wetlands that include 
hemlock, black ash, American 
elm, and musclewood trees. The 
conservation easement includes 
protections for the wetlands and land 
along the creek.

“Our family, 
and our 
business, is 
very connected 
to the land.”
 — farm manager 

Peter James
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YOUR YARD, GARDEN AND PET PLACE™  •   802-388-4937

OPEN
7 DAYS

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY FARM & GARDEN
338 Exchange St., Middlebury, VT • 802-388-4937

Mon - Fri 8-6, Sat 8-5 • Sun 9-4 • MiddleburyAgway.com

SUPER FEBRUARY DEALS

40% OFF* 
SELECT WINTER 
CARHARTT AND 

WINTER CLOTHING

2023 Seeds are Here

IN STOCK AND 
COMING SOON: 

• Agway
• Botanical Interests
• Cornucopia
• High Mowing
• Livingston
• Renée’s Garden
• Seedway

20% OFF 
ALL PET 
APPAREL 

while 
supplies 

last

FEBRUARY 
IS DENTAL 

MONTH

* Now thru February 28th, while supplies last, cannot be combined with any other sale or offer, in-stock items only.

Includes: Jackets, Vests, Lined 
Bibs, Lined Pants, Heavy Weight 
Sweatshirts, Graphic LS Shirts, 

Flannel and Button-up Shirts, Kids 
& Infant Sets, Heavyweight Sweat-

shirts, Carhartt Socks, Winter 
Gloves, and Winter Boots* 

20% OFF Greenies 
for Dogs and Cats

NEBO FLASHLIGHTS 
AND TRUE TOOLS

BUY 1 GET 2ND 50% OFF
Discounted item must be equal or lesser value.

GENERIC 
BLACK 

OIL 

$29.99 
40 lb and 
20lb for 
$19.99

SUET 
PLUS 

10 packs 
for $14.99

NOW THROUGH FEBRUARY 28, 2023*

DURAFLAME
 Fire Log 6pk

SALE PRICE 
$29.99
save $10

 Including 
Jackets, 

hoods and 
booties.

NAKED BEE 
GIFT SETS 

20% OFF 

*excluding Muck boots

BLACK GOLD 
SEEDLING MIX

$5.99 – Reg $7.99

QIK JOE 
ICE MELTER
20lb Pellets

$12.99 
(Reg $16.99)

The panel discussion was 
moderated by Julia Doucet, an 
outreach nurse at the 
Open Door Clinic, 
and Patricia Reid, 
who serves on the 
Open Door Clinic’s 
board. The Open 
Door Clinic is a free 
health clinic based 
in Middlebury that 
serves underinsured 
and uninsured adults. 
About half of the 
clinic’s patients 
are immigrant 
farmworkers from 
Mexico and parts of 
Central America.

Doucet and Reid 
translated for the 
three men, who told 
the crowd about the 
realities of living and working in 
Vermont, as well as the challenges 
they faced in leaving their home 
country. 

Luis talked about who he left 
behind.

“Your children might feel 
abandoned by their father, but you 
have to come here to work,” he 
said. “You never know if you will 
make it back.”

Luis explained that there is not 
much industry in their community 
back in Mexico. A report 
published in 2018 by the Center 
for International Development 
at Harvard University stated that 
Oaxaca was the second-poorest 
state in Mexico and was growing 
slower than the national average. 
Oaxaca’s rugged terrain also makes 
transportation challenging, limiting 
the flexibility of the state’s labor 
force and accessibility to jobs. 

Luis, along with fellow panelists 
Gonzalo and Dionisio, left Oaxaca 
to find work at a Vermont dairy 
farm. For the three men, leaving 
Oaxaca felt less like a choice and 
was rather a means of survival for 
them and their families. 

They now work here and send 
money home to their families in 
Oaxaca to cover the cost of their 
children’s education, medical 
needs and other basic necessities. 

“We immigrate to this country to 
work and send back money to help 
maintain our families,” Luis said. 
“I have two sons, so I often send 
back money to support them.” 

Many farmworkers journey to 
the United States to find work in 
the country’s dairy industry. As of 
2021, 79% of the milk produced in 
the United States came from farms 
that employed immigrant workers, 
with immigrant workers making up 
an estimated 51% of all the labor in 
the country’s dairy industry. 

In Vermont, migrant farmworkers 
play a vital role in the health of 
the state’s agriculture industry. A 
2021 University of Vermont study 
found the state’s dairy economy is 
sustained by around 1,500 migrant 
workers. Based on 2016 estimates, 
many of these migrant workers are 
potentially undocumented, come 
from Latin American countries like 
Mexico, and work an average of 64 
and a half hours per week at $7.75 
an hour. That is gross pay of a hair 
less than $500 per week, though 
today, most migrant farmworkers 
in Addison County make above 
that amount, according to Reid. 

Despite the vital role they play 
in Vermont agriculture, Doucet 
noted there are limited options for 
migrant workers looking to work 
on the state’s dairy farms. 

She explained that dairy farms 
are not offered access to the H-2A 
Ag Guest Work Visa Program, 
which allows some employers 
in the United States to bring in 
workers from out of the country in 
order to fill temporary agricultural 
jobs. 

The dairy industry cannot use 
that H-2A program because of 
the year-round nature of dairy 
production. 

“I would be very happy if I had 
access to a 10-month visa, so I 
could see my family,” Gonzalo 
said. “We want to be able to go 
back to see our family if they’re 
sick or if they miss us. Sometimes 
we lose family members without 
being able to say goodbye.”

Gonzalo told the crowd that 
many migrant farmworkers often 
stay in Vermont to work for three to 
five years, and then go back to their 
home country. Though, he said, 
many migrant farmworkers end up 
returning to Vermont to work. 

The three panelists said they 
work 10 hours days, and often 
work seven days a week. 

“We don’t have a lot of free 
time but it’s not because our boss 

wants us to work a lot, but because 
we want to be able to work a lot. 
Then we can send more money 

home and be able to see 
our family again sooner,” 
Luis explained. 

Luis and Dionisio start 
their workday at 3:30 
a.m. They’re in charge of 
taking care of the calves 
and of the stalls where 
cows rest. They spread 
grass in the stalls and 
bring the calves milk, 
water and grain twice a 
day. 

Gonzalo works the 
night shift. He begins 
his 10-hour-workday at 
5 p.m. and is in charge 
of milking around 1,500 
cows. He explained that 
he and other workers 
shift roles depending on 

the time of the month, sometimes 
milking cows and sometimes 
helping birth calves or take on 
other jobs. 

Despite putting in long hours 
and being far from home, the three 
men said they are thankful to be in 
Vermont. 

“I feel very grateful for the 
community here, for the food that 
we have access to, for the clinic that 
we have access to,” Gonzalo said. 
“I like my job even though it’s a 
little difficult, I am happy for all of 
that. I’m far away from my family, 
but I’m here out of necessity.” 

Luis explained that the three men 
are here in order to support their 

families. He said their hope is to 
provide resources for their children 
to make a life for themselves in 
Mexico, so they are not forced to 
leave their homeland to find work. 

“I’m here so that my son doesn’t 
have to come. I’m here so that he 
can go to school and study and 
learn a career and won’t have to 
have the same experience,” Luis 
said. 

Dionisio echoed that sentiment. 
“We’re here so that our kids 

don’t have to be, and so that they 
don’t have to suffer what we’ve 
suffered,” he told the crowd. 
“I want (my children) to keep 
studying so that they don’t have to 
do the same as I did.” 

Community members asked 
about ways to support the county’s 
migrant farmworkers. Reid told 
the audience about the opportunity 
to get involved with the Addison 
Allies Network, a local nonprofit 
dedicated to mutual aid for migrant 

farmworkers. 
Addison Allies provides English 

language classes, access to the 
Open Door Clinic, the grocery store 
or other necessary appointments 
as well as donations of household 
goods and food. The organization 
is also working to develop a 
community kitchen and tortilleria 
(tortilla factory) in Middlebury. 

Bixby Memorial Library 
Director Catharine Findiesen Hays 
also noted that the library hopes to 

continue developing programming 
that allows community members 
to discuss how to support local 
migrant farmworkers. 

“There’s clearly a tremendous 
amount of interest and passion on 
this topic,” she said. “As a library 
we want to continue to work 
with other organizations who are 
informing and making sure that we 
continue to have services that we 
can offer.”  

Migrant workers
(Continued from Page 1A)

OVER FOUR DOZEN community members gathered in Vergennes Saturday to hear the stories of three migrant farmworkers who made the 
journey from Oaxaca, Mexico, to Vermont. The three men shared the challenges they faced in leaving their home country and the realities of 
living and working in Vermont. 

Independent photo/Marin Howell 

“I would be 
very happy if 
I had access 
to a 10-month 
visa, so I could 
see my family 
… Sometimes 
we lose family 
members 
without being 
able to say 
goodbye.”

— Gonzolo, 
a migrant 

farmworker from 
Mexico
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learned with the crowd of around 
100 students, staff and community 
members.  

Leading up to the festival, students 
learned about various elements of 
Cameroonian culture through multi-
age learning experiences focused on 
things like food, mask making, and 
clothing and adornment. 

Schoenhuber said each year LCS 
looks for a cultural ambassador to 
help students further explore the 
culture of focus. 

“The role of the ambassador is to 
represent their culture by sharing 
experiences, traditions, stories, sort 
of the daily life in that culture. That 
direct connection makes that culture 
come to life in this authentic way,” 
she said. 

This year, LCS welcomed Lucy 
Lekunze as cultural ambassador. 
Lekunze lives in Orange, N.J., but 
is originally from Bamumbu, a 
village in the Wabane sub-division 
of Cameroon. 

Lekunze and her five children 
visited LCS and taught students 
common phrases in the Bamumbu 
dialect and traditional kinds of 
adornment. During the festival, 
Lekunze led students in a group 
dance and song in Bamumbu.  

Lekunze said she believes 

language is an essential part of 
understanding someone’s culture. 
She is part of Native African 
Language Children Ambassadors, 
a cultural awareness program that 
creates educational material about 
the Bamumbu dialect.

She said the mission of the 
organization is documenting the 
language in an effort to preserve the 
culture of Bamumbu. 

“In our village we are facing a 
problem of a mass exodus. Youth 
are leaving and settling in very 
different villages,” she said. “Soon, 
most of the adults will be gone and 
so we are documenting the language 
of our village.” 

Lekunze said her organization 
creates informational videos on 
the Bamumbu language that can 
be found on NALCA’s YouTube 
channel, at youtube.com/@
nalca4kidsz. 

Schoenhuber said LCS was able 
to connect with Lekunze through 
a collaboration with Sarah Laird, 
co-director of the Bristol-based 
nonprofit People & Plants. The 
organization works to support 
cultural relationships with nature 
in countries throughout the world, 
including in Cameroon. 

Working with People & Plants 
allowed for other connections 

Lincoln students 
(Continued from Page 1A)

during this year’s cultural studies 
program as well. Students at LCS 
corresponded with video pen pals 
at schools in Limbe and Mabeta, 
Cameroon. 

“This cultural study has 
been so rich because of Sarah’s 
connection,” Schoenhuber said of 
the collaboration. “What I liked 
about this particular cultural study 
was that we had this additional 
component of sending videos back 
and forth and perhaps people in 
Cameroon learned more about our 
cultures.” 

In one of the video exchanges, 
students at LCS shared how they 
use the natural resources available 
to them. Schoenhuber said students 

talked about using the forest around 
them for producing maple syrup 
and hunting. 

At the festival, students viewed a 
video from students in Cameroon, 
who shared how they collected 
certain plants for medicinal 
purposes and used the root or stem 
of trees and shrubs to make chewing 
sticks. The chewing sticks are used 
to clean teeth, by both removing 
plaque and massaging the gums. 

Stations set up throughout the 
LCS cafeteria provided another 
opportunity for community 
members to view the elements of 
Cameroonian culture that students 
had studied during the program. 
A food station served up plantains 

and jellof rice (prepared by 
Lekunze and her family) for guests 
to try. Other tables throughout the 
room displayed the masks, baskets 
and clothing students had worked 
on throughout the cultural studies 
program. 

Schoenhuber said the festival 
gives students the opportunity to 
share what they learned during the 
program with family members and 
Lincoln residents. 

“One thing we really value is 
the opportunity for an authentic 
audience and to share our learning,” 
she said. “We are a community and 
any opportunity we have to bring 
the community into our school is 
very special.”

Community involvement 
plays a role in other parts of the 
cultural studies program as well. 
Schoenhuber said the program is 
supported by volunteer efforts and 
a grant from the Friends of Lincoln 
Community School, a nonprofit 
entity made up of community 
members that helps fund activities 
at the elementary school. 

“The volunteer component is 
invaluable. We always tend to get 
wonderful volunteers that help 
us and that’s a critical part of the 
studies program,” she said. “It’s a 
magical program that, really, we 
are working hard to hold on to. We 
really value its importance.” 
 

THE FOOD STATION at the Lincoln Community School Festival of Cameroon offered a variety of West African dishes for guests to try. LCS 
student Jordan Schrock, left, Devin Schrock, Lena Jones, Simone Wheeler and Caleb Smith helped serve up the fare. 

Photo courtesy of Patty Schoenhuber

STUDENTS IN LIMBE, Cameroon, in a video share how they use 
the natural resources available to them for food, medicine and oral 
hygiene. Lincoln Community School students corresponded with 
Limbe students through videos during this year’s cultural study of 
the West African country. 

Photo courtesy of Patty Schoenhuber
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MUHS girls pull away from Commodores 
Big second half helps Tigers win on Friday; they prevail again on Saturday

VUHS JUNIOR ALAINA LeBeau looks to make a play against the 
defense of MUHS sophomore Jazmyn Hurley during Friday’s game 
in Middlebury.

Photo by Bill Clark

TIGER SENIOR CADY Pitner goes up to sink one of her two three-
pointers during the pivotal third quarter against visiting Vergennes 
on Friday.

Photo by Bill Clark

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — The 

Middlebury Union High School 
dance squad fi nished second in 
both of its disciplines in the state 
championship competition on 
Saturday, an event held in a packed 
Vergennes Union High School 
gymnasium. 

The Tiger team took second 
behind Mount Mansfi eld in Hip 
Hop, and fi nished behind only 
South Burlington in the Pom 
discipline. 

MUHS had won all but one 

Hip Hop competition this winter, 
including the NVAC title in St. 
Albans the week before. But on 
Saturday at VUHS, all three judges 
gave Mount Mansfi eld top marks, 
while all ranked the Tigers second 
among the seven teams competing. 

The fi nal scores were MMU, 
3 (one point for each fi rst-place 
ranking); MUHS, 6 (two points 
for each second-place evaluation); 
South Burlington, 10; Lamoille, 
11; Colchester, 15; Burr & Burton, 
19; and St. Albans, 20.

THE MUHS DANCE squad is in sync during its second-place Hip Hop routine at the state competition 
at VUHS on Saturday.

Photo courtesy of Sean Farrell

Tiger dance second in Vt. in two disciplines

(See Dance, Page 3B)

TIGER DANCERS KICK it high during their second-place Pom 
routine during the Vermont championships at VUHS on Saturday.

Photo courtesy of Sean Farrell

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Girls’ Hockey

2/15 Rice vs MUHS ........................ 1-0
2/18 MUHS vs U-32 ...............2-1 (OT)
2/22 BBA at MUHS  ...................... Late

Boys’ Hockey
2/15 Rutland vs MUHS ................... 5-1
2/18 MUHS vs BBA ........................ 2-2
2/20 MUHS vs Harwood ................. 6-3
2/22 U-32 at MUHS ...................... Late

Boys’ Basketball
2/16 Milton vs MUHS ................. 37-35
2/16 MUHS vs Milton ................. 47-26
2/16 Woodstock vs OV ............... 49-47
2/16 Mt. Abe vs Missisquoi  ........ 49-42
2/16 Enosburg vs VUHS ...........  47-46
2/18 Mt. Abe vs Missisquoi  ........ 47-42
2/20 Mt. Abe vs OV .................... 61-49
2/20 MUHS vs Enosburg ............ 53-45
2/20 North Country vs VUHS ....  68-43

Girls’ Basketball
2/15 OV vs Woodstock ............... 37-27
2/17 MUHS vs VUHS  ................ 56-40
2/17 Springfi eld vs OV ............... 53-23
2/18 MUHS vs U-32 ................... 48-42

D-II Playoffs
2/20 #17 U-32 vs #16 OV ........... 52-39
2/22 #11 Hartford at #6 Mt. Abe ... Late
2/22 #14 MUHS at #3 Spaulding .. Late 

D-III Playoffs
2/22 #9 GMUHS at #8 VUHS ....... Late

COLLEGE SPORTS
Men’s Hockey

2/17 Midd vs Hamilton .................... 2-0
2/18 Amherst vs Midd ..................... 5-0

Women’s Hockey
2/17 Midd vs Hamilton .................... 2-0
2/18 Hamilton vs Midd .................... 2-1

Women’s Basketball
NESCAC Playoffs

2/18 #4 Midd vs #5 Hamilton ...... 66-52
Men’s Basketball
NESCAC Playoffs

2/18 #5 Tufts vs #4 Midd  .89-80 (2OT)

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Girls’ Hockey

2/23 ..................... D-II Pairings Posted
Boys’ Hockey

2/23 ..................... D-II Pairings Posted
Boys’ Basketball

2/23 VUHS at Milton  ...................7 PM
2/23 OV at Springfi eld .................7 PM
2/23 Mt. Abe at MUHS ................7 PM
2/27 .......... D-II & D-III Pairings Posted

Girls’ Basketball
D-II Playoffs

2/24 & 25 .........................Quarterfi nals
D-III Playoffs

2/25 Quarterfi nal at #1 Windsor ..2 PM
Nordic Skiing

2/23 .........Classic States at Craftsbury
2/28 ...................Skate States at Rikert

Wrestling
2/24&25  .............  State Meet at VUHS

COLLEGE SPORTS
Women’s Hockey

NESCAC Quarterfi nal
2/25 #5 Conn at #4 Midd .............3 PM

Women’s Basketball
NESCAC Final Four at Tufts

2/25 #4 Midd vs #1 Tufts .............2 PM
2/25 #3 Trinity vs #2 Williams .4:30 PM
2/26 Final ....................................Noon

ScheduleScheduleVERGENNES — The 
Vergennes Union High School 
cheer squad took third in Division 
II at the Vermont state champion 
competition on Saturday in front 
of a big crowd in their own gym, 
an audience that also applauded 
two cheerleading dynasties that 
continued to rule in D-I and D-II. 

The Rutland High cheerleading 
squad won its ninth consecutive 
D-I state title 
on Saturday 
a f t e r n o o n , 
while Mill 
River claimed 
its sixth 
straight D-II crown. 

In winning D-II, Mill River 
actually outpointed their Rutland 
High neighbors to become the 
highest scoring squad at the 
competition, 193-192.5.

BFA-Fairfax edged VUHS for 
second in D-II with a score of 
148 to the Commodores’ 147. 

Mount Anthony was right on 
Rutland’s heels in D-I with a score 
of 188, and South Burlington 

fi nished not far behind in third in 
176.

Teams earning scores in a 
competition sanctioned by the 
Vermont Principals’ Association 
this winter are eligible to 
compete at the New England 
Championships, which will be 
held in Worcester, Mass., on 
March 18.

Vergennes joined the two 
winners in 
q u a l i f y i n g , 
as did Mount 
Anthony, St. 
J o h n s b u r y , 
Essex and 

Poultney.
 The members of the 

Commodore team are seniors 
Arielle Dumont, Heather Dwire, 
Lacey Lazarski, Madison 
LaBerge and Natalie Bergeron; 
sophomores Bridgette Moralez-
Giron and Katelyn LaBerge; 
and freshmen Riley Decell and 
Isabella Pratt. 

Abbey Gendreau and Lydia 
Sabourin are the squad’s coaches. 

THE COMMODORE CHEER squad poses happily with its third-place plaque, which the team won on 
Saturday afternoon in a competition on its home fl oor. 

Photo courtesy of Peter Maneen

Commodore cheer team 
takes third in Division II

By ANDY KIRKALDY
MIDDLEBURY — When 

Vergennes Union High School 
senior guard Kyra Bradford sliced 
through the lane for a layup to open 
this past Friday’s second half, the 
hoop also sliced the Middlebury 
Union High School girls’ basketball 
team’s lead over the visiting 
Commodores to 27-21. 

It was anyone’s game. 
But then Tiger senior Cady 

Pitner drilled back-to-back three 
pointers from the wing, and after 
Commodore post player Finnley 
Jacobson hit a free throw, Pitner fed 
classmate Ele Sellers for a jumper 
and it was 35-22 at 5:50. 

Bradford hit a free throw shortly 
afterward. But then the home Tigers 
buckled down on defense and 
closed the quarter with an 8-0 run. 
Senior Kelsey Altemose nailed a 
three-pointer for MUHS, Sellers hit 
a free throw and drove for a bucket, 
and sophomore forward Kassidy 
Brown closed the period with a 
layup assisted by freshman Solstice 
Binder.

At 43-25, it was now the Tigers’ 
game. The Commodores kept 
hustling, and Jacobson, Ashtin 
Stearns and Kaelin Sullivan 

combined for all 15 of their points 
in the fi nal eight minutes, but it was 
not enough, as MUHS coasted to a 
56-40 victory. 

On Saturday, the Tigers won again 
by outscoring visiting U-32, 10-4, 
in the fi nal 2:20 to snap a tie and 
prevail, 48-42. Sellers celebrated 
her fi nal home game with 30 points, 
and Pitner chipped in nine against 
the 3-16 Raiders, who pinned down 
the No. 17 seed in Division II.

The victories capped off a solid 
fi nishing stretch for the 6-12 Tigers, 
who won three of their fi nal six 
games, with two of the losses 
coming in close games to D-II No. 
2 seed Rutland and D-II top seed 
North Country and the third when 
three Tigers sat with injuries. 

“They’ve been putting some 
things together the last couple 
weeks,” Tiger Coach Chris 
Altemose said on Friday. “Tonight, 
we played a bunch of people and 
won by 16 points on Senior Night 
and feel pretty good about things.”

Factors in Friday’s win included 
defense and rebounding (MUHS 
had a 48-31 edge on the boards), 
and a season high in points, as seven 
Tigers scored.

“We battled well defensively,” 

Altemose said. “And offensively we 
worked for good shots … I thought 
tonight for us was a really balanced 

effort.”
VUHS Coach Billy Waller agreed, 
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Hump day

A back-country challenge around 

an iconic Vt. mountain is a vital 

fundraiser. See Arts + Leisure.

By the way

To the wire

Another local hoops game was 

decided in the final seconds, this 

one in Vergennes. See Page 1B.

Get healthy

Changes in light can make winter 

SAD. Read about ways to perk up 

in the special section inside A+L.

Health &
    Well-Being

A special publication of The Addison Independent | January 19, 2023

Inside:
The Winter Blues

New Pump Track

Be careful shoveling

REGULAR PEOPLE WORK up a sweat in the weight room

at Vermont Sun in Middlebury last week. Above, 91-year-old 

Al Molnar works out six days a week. Right, Bekkah Simmons

keeps an eye on the machine as she pulls up weights.  

Independent photos/Steve James

M i d d l e b u r y  t o 

d i v e r si f y  w or k  

t o l i m i t  C O 2

e m i ssi on s

Train brings 
steps toward
big grants to
plan housing

ACSD school board to see 

major turnover this year

Bixby LEGO robotic program 

teaches coding, teamwork, more 
Citing racism, Tiger 

girls say no to game

L e g i sl a t i v e  b r e a k f a st s will g o on

E n osb u r g ’ s i ssu e s pr om pt  a c t i on

F i v e  m e m b e r s c ou l d  c h a n g e  a s m a j or  c h a l l e n g e s l oom
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B y  ANDY  KIRKAL DY

ERGENNES — Miniature turning windmills, a 

mobile front-loading truck and other LEGO creations 

— along with the local middle- and elementary-

school students who built them and the mentors who 

helped the builders — took center stage in the 

Bixby Library’s Community Room this past 

Saturday. 
The occasion was the Community Demo Day 

for the Bixby Lego Robotics Program. That 

program brought two teams, one of nine older 

students and one of five younger pupils, together 

every Wednesday at the ergennes library since this 

past fall to design and build robotic projects, including 

writing the necessary software code, with the help 

of a half-dozen mentors. 

Saturday’s hour-long event, which was 

well attended by team members’ friends 

and family members, also doubled as a test 

run for the older Challenge Team’s project. 

That team’s project consists of a truck 

that moves two loads across a colorful surface 

(about the size of a sheet of plywood) to separate 

destinations and then triggers a windmill’s blades to 

start churning. Challenge Team will enter it into a Jan. 

28 Statewide LEGO First Competition at Norwich 

University. 
The theme of the contest is “Renewable Energy.” 

Thus the members of both the Challenge Team and 

younger Explorer Team also went to M onument 

Farms Dairy in Weybridge to learn about its 

manure-fueled bio-digester that provides 

some power to the business, and they 

also interviewed Green Mountain 

Power (GMP) officials 

about renewable power. 

The Challenge Team 

also shared what they 

learned in a skit that 

will be part of their 

contest presentation. 

Team members posed 

as T  journalists interviewing 

LEGO BIXBY ROBOTICS Explorer Team members Isaac Bouffard (left), Kayson Lavella and 

Porter Johnstone demonstrate their renewable energy project Saturday in the Vergennes library’s 

Community Room.

Independent photos/Andy Kirkaldy

Mo r e  s i g n s  o f  a  r e t u r n  t o  

n o r m a l c y :  B r i s t o l ’ s  P o c o c k  

Ro c k s  Mu s i c  F e s t i v a l  &  St r e e t  

F a i r  w i l l  r e t u r n  t h i s  s u m m e r  

a f t e r  a  l o n g  COV ID h i a t u s ,  

a n d  t h e  t o w n  i s  l o o k i n g  t o  

r e s u r r e c t  i t s  s e a s o n a l  f a r m e r s  

m a r k e t .  P o c o c k  Ro c k s  h a s  

t r a d i t i o n a l l y  f e a t u r e d  l i v e  

m u s i c a l  p e r f o r m a n c e s  f r o m  

m u l t i p l e  w e l l - k n o w n  a n d  l o v e d  

r e g i o n a l  b a n d s ,  a n d  h o s t e d  

o v e r  3 0  v e n d o r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  

m i c r o b r e w s ,  w i n e ,  h a r d  

c i d e r s ,  s p i r i t s ,  s p e c i a l t y  f o o d s ,  

g i f t s ,  a n d  c r a f t s .  Th e  f e s t i v a l  

B y  ANDY  KIRKAL DY

MIDDLEBUR  — The 

members of the Middlebury 

Union High School girls’ 

basketball team chose not to 

travel to Enosburg Falls High 

School for a game this past 

Thursday citing a history of 

racist harassment of Tiger 

athletes at the Franklin County 

school. 
The team last week posted 

a statement on Instagram that 

cited three separate incidents 

over the past three years when 

MUHS athletic teams have 

experienced racist attacks from 

Enosburg spectators. They 

said Enosburg had used hate 

speech toward members of their 

community and other groups.

The Tiger team members felt 

that Enosburg officials had not 

addressed the problem to the 

degree required.

“Discrimination of any form 

can no longer be allowed and 

these incidents must not be 

ignored or swept under the 

rug,” they wrote. “We feel that 

the blame should not be placed 

solely on the individuals who 

made the racist comment, but 

rather this is a systemic issue 

that must be addressed more 

B y  J OHN F L OWERS

MIDDLEEBUR  — Three 

Addison County municipalities 

are well-positioned to receive 

a 100,000 grant to plan future 

housing, bike paths and other 

facilities that could dovetail with 

the new passenger rail service in 

their communities.

The Chittenden County Regional 

Planning Commission will act 

as a conduit for a 2.1 million in 

federal grant money that will fund 

“Transit-Oriented Development 

(TOD)” in northwest ermont. 

Communities are eligible for one 

of up to 12 available 100,000 

slices of that funding. 

The northwest region 

encompasses Addison, Chittenden, 

Rutland, Franklin and Washington 

counties. The Addison County 

Regional Planning Commission 

(ACRPC) is encouraging eligible 

local communities to apply.

The 100,000 grants will support 

municipal efforts to create transit-

oriented development master plans 

for their downtowns and village 

centers, and to draft bylaws to 

implement those master plans.

Adam Lougee, executive 

B y  J OHN F L OWERS

MIDDLEBUR  — The 

town of Middlebury has made 

good progress reducing the 

carbon footprint of its municipal 

operations, but the community 

will need a major shift in strategy 

if it’s to reach its goal of cutting 

CO2 emissions by 80  (compared 

to what it generated during fiscal 

year 2019) by the year 2030.

Members of the Middlebury 

Energy Committee stressed that 

point during a recent selectboard 

meeting, at which they provided an 

update on the community’s “80  

by 2030” goal — an objective that 

B y  J OHN F L OWERS

ADDISON COUNTY — 

Addison County’s long tradition 

of holding legislative breakfasts 

linking elected politicians with 

their constituents while the 

General Assembly is in session 

will continue — with a few tweaks.

The I ndep endent reported on 

Jan. 12 that the legislative breakfast 

series, after a more than 50-year 

run, was on life support after it 

went on hiatus in early 2020 due to 

the CO ID-19 pandemic.

The most recent sponsors of the 

event — the Addison County Farm 

Bureau and the Bridport Grange 

— at the time reported no firm 

plans to bring back the Monday 

morning gatherings held during the 

Legislative session.

But Farm Bureau and Grange 

officials met late last week and 

decided to resurrect the breakfasts, 

albeit on an every-other-week 

schedule, instead of weekly.

Tim Buskey, a leader of the Farm 

Bureau, said the 2023 legislative 

breakfast series will kick off on 

B y  J OHN F L OWERS

MIDDLEBUR  — The Addison 

Central School District board will 

swap out at least three — and as 

many as five — of its 13 members 

this winter. 
The transition will occur as the 

panel takes on several weighty 

challenges — searching for a new 

superintendent, crafting a new 

strategic plan to ensure all students 

have equal access to quality 

education and planning a multi-

million-dollar bond to bring all 

nine ACSD school buildings up to 

code.
The transition will begin 

during the coming weeks as the 

Cornwall selectboard helps pick 

a replacement for that town’s 

lone ACSD board member, Peter 

Conlon. As previously reported by 

the I ndep endent, Conlon resigned 

from the panel on Jan. 9 to chair 

the ermont House Education 

Committee. Conlon, a Democrat, 

Starting the day off right

METEOROLOGISTS TELL US that a high-pressure mass traps dust in the air, which scatters blue light and leaves red highlights in 

the sky. No one in Addison County who saw this spectacular sunrise on Dec. 29, shown here over Middlebury, would have to know the 

science to appreciate the breathtaking beauty.

Independent photo/Sadie Messenger

Interested in selling the Addison Independent at your business? 
Call 802.388.4944 or email frontdesk@addisonindependent.com 

and chat with Sadie!

Stop by any of these 60+ locations
for your copy of Addison County’s 

award-winning community newspaper!

Meet Sadie!
Our Circulation 

Manager
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Art for HabitatAlbright’s portraits focus on home 
and people, perfect for the cause 
she supports. See Arts + Leisure.

By the way

Fast track
After a snowfall, the Tiger Nordic 
ski teams have a good day on their 
home course. See Sports, Page 1B.

Our thanksCounty firefighters gather in-
person to recognize those who 
protect us. See Page 12A.

A N W S D  b u d g e t  r i se s;  
h a m m e r  f a l l s on  t a x e sPassenger rail gathers momentum Middlebury voters to field 

$ 3 . 5 M  w a t e r  t a n k  b on d

Pocock and farmers market arereturning to Bristol

M U HS  pr i n c i pa l  a b r u pt l y  l e a v e s;  i n t e r i m  st e ps i n

Cornwall womanappointed to the ACSD board

Board adds funds for projects to budget plan

E t h a n  A l l e n  e x pa n si on  d r a w s 1 , 0 0 0 s (S ee A N WS D ,  Page 15 A )

(S ee Water tank ,  Page 13 A )
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B y  J OHN F L OWERSMIDDLEBUR  — The Addison 
Central School District Board on 
Tuesday picked Ellen Whelan-
Wuest to temporarily fill a Cornwall 
spot on the panel recently vacated 
by incumbent Peter Conlon.

Whelan-Wuest will serve until 
the March 7 Town Meeting Day 
elections, which will offer her and 
other Cornwall residents a chance 
to run for the final year on Conlon’s 
three- year term.

B y  MARIN HOWEL L  BRISTOL — Folks in the 
5-town area in and around Bristol 
have a lot to look forward to, as 
two well-loved community events 
are slated to return this summer. 
The Bristol CORE organization is 
preparing to bring back the town’s 
Pocock Rocks music festival and 
street fair, as well as reestablish the 
Bristol Farmers Market. Bristol CORE is a nonprofit 

organization committed to 
maintaining the economic vitality 
of downtown Bristol. The group 

B y  J OHN F L OWERSM IDDLEBURY — The recently 
expanded Ethan Allen Express 
passenger rail service is exceeding 
state officials’ expectations, while 
providing a boost for Addison 
County travelers, innkeepers, 
students and merchants.

It was on July 29 of last year 
that Amtrak added Burlington, 
Middlebury and ergennes
Ferrisburgh stops to what had 
until then been a Rutland-to-New 
ork City Ethan Allen Express 

passenger rail service, also known 
as EA . Service expansion was 

warmly greeted by Addison 
County residents, merchants, 
lodging establishments and the 
Middlebury College community.

That warm greeting has morphed 
into avid ridership, according to 
ermont Agency of Transportation 

( Trans) officials.Toni Clithero, Trans Amtrak 
Grants Program manager, told the 

I ndep endent that EA  ridership 
at Burlington’s Union Station is 
averaging approximately 2,132 
riders per month or 71 passengers 
per day, with the monthly averages 
being 477 for the Middlebury 
station and 309 for the Ferrisburgh-
ergennes station.Clithero noted Trans and 

RIDERS BOARD THE expanded Ethan Allen Express passenger rail service at the Middlebury station this past Friday. Ridership has 

exceeded Amtrak and Vermont Agency of Transportation expectations with nearly 4,000 additional riders on the train in November.Independent photo/Steve James

B y  ANDY  KIRKAL DYERGENNES — The Addison 
Northwest School District 
(ANWSD) budget that voters will 
consider on Town Meeting Day 
calls for a 13.4  spending increase 
but property tax rate increases are 
expected to be a fraction of that.

Nevertheless, residents of the 
five ANWSD municipalities 

shouldn’t look for a tax break.
The ANWSD board last week 

endorsed a budget that would set 
spending for the 2023-2024 school 
year at about 25.3 million, which 
is an increase of about 3 million. 

The proposed spending preserves 
all existing programs and adds a 
couple jobs, including a middle 

B y  MARIN HOWEL L  BRISTOL — The M ount 
Abraham Unified School District 
board has an adopted a budget 
for fiscal year 2024 to put before 
voters that, despite a 15.52  
increase in the cost per equalized 
pupil, is expected to translate into 
a decrease in the education tax 
rate for the roughly two-thirds 

of district residents who pay for 
schools based on their income. 

The plan, adopted by the board 
at its Tuesday meeting, is based 
on an estimated 33,868,900 in 
total spending for F 24. With an 
anticipated 5,778,530 coming into 
the district from outside revenue, 
education spending for F 24 is 

B y  J OHN F L OWERSMIDDLEBUR  — Middlebury 
voters on Town Meeting Day 
will be asked to support a 3.5 
million bond to build a new water 
storage tank on Chipman Hill to 
supplement the current, 1.5 million-
gallon receptacle in that same 
area that delivers municipal water 
to 6,000 year-round consumers 

— including 2,500 Middlebury 
College students and 2,300 service 
connections providing flow to a 
variety of residential, commercial 
and industrial users.Emmalee Cherington, the town’s 

director of public works operations, 
pointed to a 2017 “sanitary survey” 
conducted by the state of ermont 

B y  J OHN F L OWERSMIDDLEBUR  — Middlebury Union High 

School Principal Justin Campbell resigned Monday, 

effective immediately.After being on the job two and a half years, 

Campbell has built positive relationships with 

students, teachers and parents, according to his 

colleagues.MUHS drivers ed teacher George Rooney 
compared the mood of a 
teachers’ meeting following 
the Campbell announcement 
to a funeral service.“I always enjoyed working 

with him,” said Rooney, who 
is a representative of the 
Addison Central Education 
Association teachers’ union. 
“It felt like I was working 
with him, not for him.”Campbell himself was 

somewhat vague on his 
reasons for leaving. He 
announced his decision 
through a two short 

paragraphs in an email to the school community that 

arrived at 3:50 p.m. on Monday:
“After much contemplation, many conversations 

with family and some deep introspection, I have 

decided to resign my position as MUHS principal. I 

have enjoyed my time as an educator but I’m ready 

for a different challenge that helps me to better 

balance all aspects of my life.
“It has been a deep honor to be part of the MUHS 

community and I will cherish the memories I’ve 

made. I will work with (Addison Central School 

District Superintendent Peter) Burrows and the 

MUHS team to assure a smooth transition,” he 

added. “Thank you for all the kindness and support 

the community has shown my family and me 

throughout our time here.”
The I ndep endent could not reach Campbell 

directly.

J U STIN CAMP B EL L

Homeless among us
CARING CITIZENS GATHERED and held signs on the greens in Addison County 

on Thursday, Jan. 19, to draw attention to the plight of those who don’t have 

a house to live in. This gentleman on the City Green in Vergennes displayed a 

message that all should take to heart. See more photos on Page 14A.Photo by Jason Duquette-Hoffman

MAUSD spending up, but tax rate is falling

Ku d o s  t o  Mi d d l e b u r y ’ s  
Ha y m a k e r  B u n  Co . ,  w h i c h  h a s  
b e e n  p i c k e d  a s  o n e  o f  2 0  s e m i -
finalists for a prestigious 2023 
J a m e s  B e a r d  F o u n d a t i o n  a w a r d  
in the category of “Outstanding 
B a k e r y . ”  It  i s  t h e  o n l y  V e r m o n t  
bakery recognized. The winners 
w i l l  b e  a n n o u n c e d  o n  J u n e  5  a t  
a  c e r e m o n y  a t  t h e  L y r i c  Op e r a  
of Chicago. The James Beard 
F o u n d a t i o n ’ s  Re s t a u r a n t  a n d  
Chef Awards are one of five 
separate recognition programs of 
the awards. The 2023 Restaurant 
and Chef semifinalists are 
recognized across 23 categories, 
including the new award for 
Outstanding Bakery. The 
J a m e s  B e a r d  F o u n d a t i o n  i s  a  
nonprofit organization with a 
mission “to celebrate, support 
and elevate the people behind 
Am e r i c a ’ s  f o o d  c u l t u r e  a n d  
champion a standard of good 
f o o d  a n c h o r e d  i n  t a l e n t ,  e q u i t y ,  
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In the shadow
Local theater students wrote and 

will perform a gothic-style play 

next week. See Arts+Leisure.

By the way

Netting two
The Tiger girls’ hockey team 

posted a pair of convincing wins 

to move over .500. See Page 1B.

Bird buddy
A conservation biologist will talk 

about birds at a Green Mountain 

Club meeting. See Page 6B.

Paid family leave seen as draw for workers

Middlebury placed on 

fast track for housing

id progra  fees ade e i e

Lincoln couple share stories of  African photo safari

Ha n n a f or d  C a r e e r  C e n t e r  

h i r e s a  n e w  su pe r i n t e n d e n t

Town Meeting Day 

e ection s ate fir s p Rep. Scheu: Latest bill has a good chance

Encourage others to make the big trip 

T ow n  e a r n s spe c i a l  st a t e  d e si g n a t i on

P a y m e n t  m od e l  pr om ot e s a c c e ssi b i l i t y  t o l oc a l  c a m ps 

S e e  c a n d i d a t e s on  M a r c h  7  b a l l ot s

• New faces on Addison Central School District Board ...... Page 2A

• Look for a new Vergennes mayor and council member .... Page 2A

• Spots remain open on Mount Abe school board................ Page 2A

• Middlebury will need to appoint a town clerk................... Page 7A

• Ferrisburgh selectboard chair to step aside........................ Page 7A

• Newcomer running for Brandon selectboard .................. Page 12A

Farming group eyes collaboration
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By MARIN HOWELL 

LINCOLN — On a snowy, 

below-freezing evening in Lincoln 

last week, Dale and Lucinda 

Cockrell shared with listeners 

at the Lincoln Library stories of 

their recent adventures in a much 

warmer climate. 
The Lincoln residents last fall 

took a 34-day, self-guided 

safari trip through 

South Africa’s Kruger 

National Park. The pair 

took photos of the many 

plants and 
animals they 
encountered 
on their 
journey, which they 

shared at the Jan. 26 

event —along with 

tips for how other 

adventurers could plan a similar 

excursion. 
“Part of the agenda tonight is 

to convince all of you that this 

is a trip you must take, because 

it’s life-changing,” Dale told the 

crowd of around 30.

The Cockrells’ journey began 

in October, with a 15-hour flight 

to Johannesburg. Once in South 

Africa, the couple picked up their 

rental car and drove six hours 

north to Kruger National Park. 

One of Africa’s largest game 

reserves, the park covers 8,000 

square miles, similar in size to the 

state of Vermont. 
Dale and Lucinda began their 

safari at the northern section 

of the park, traversing more 

than 200 miles south to the 

opposite end of the park 

over the course of their 

month-long expedition. 
K r u g e r 
N a t i o n a l 
P a r k 

is home to 

hundreds of 

species of plants 

and animals, many of which the 

couple encountered throughout 

their trip. 
“You don’t go 10 or 15 minutes 

without seeing something, I mean 

EUROPEAN 
BEE-EATER

By MARIN HOWELL 

BRISTOL — In an effort to make youth 

programming more accessible to families in the 

5-town area, the Bristol Recreation Department will 

be implementing a new, “pay what you can” payment 

system for half of its youth camps this summer. The 

payment option will allow families to set the camp 

tuition rate for themselves based on what they’re able 

to afford. 
Taylor Welch, director of the Bristol Hub Teen 

Center, said the recreation department was inspired 

by other local organizations that have adopted a 

similar payment option, such as the Lake Champlain 

Maritime Museum in Ferrisburgh. The museum offers 

a pay what you can option for all of its youth camps 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MONTPELIER — It’s a new 

biennium, but a return to a familiar 

battle for Rep. Robin Scheu.

For six years, the Middlebury 

Democrat has championed 

Vermont’s adoption of a paid family 

leave program to assist people 

needing to take care an infant 

or sick family member, or those 

fleeing domestic violence.

While recent paid-leave 

initiatives have failed to cross the 

finish line, Scheu has high hopes for 

this year’s bill H.66, which would 

create a statewide Paid Family and 

Medical Leave Insurance (PFMLI) 

program.
If passed, the PFMLI program 

would guarantee 12 weeks of paid 

time off to all Vermont workers in 

the event of the birth or adoption of 

a child in their household, illness, 

and/or for those dealing with 

domestic violence or who have a 

family member in the military who’s 

been confirmed for active duty.

Self-employed Vermonters could 

opt-in to the program.

“We’re really trying to cover all 

workers and we’re also focused on 

adequate wage replacement,” Scheu 

said during a recent interview with 

the I ndep endent.
The primary funding mechanism 

for the PFMLI program would be 

a payroll tax equivalent to 0.58% 

of each employee’s covered wages 

— an obligation split between 

the employee and employer. 

The average weekly wage for 

Vermonters during fiscal year 2022 

was $1,135, according to Scheu. 

So the 0.58% PFMLI payroll tax 

would come out to $6.58 per week 

— or $342.32 annually, split evenly 

between the worker and employer. 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — The 

Patricia Hannaford Career Center 

has hired a new superintendent: 

Nicole MacTavish, a longtime 

educator currently working in the 

Marshall Islands. School officials 

and MacTavish worked out final 

terms of a contract on Tuesday.

Assuming she passes muster 

with the Vermont Agency of 

Education, MacTavish will begin 

her new role this summer. She’ll 

succeed interim Superintendent 

Tim Williams, who was hired last 

August after a previous effort to 

replace former Superintendent 

Porter Medical Center needs 

volunteer doulas, who provide 

guidance and support to pregnant 

women during labor. If you have 

experience being a doula and are 

interested in volunteering in the 

Porter Birthing Center, please 

complete a volunteer application 

at portermedical.org or send 

an email to: PMC-Volunteers@

portermedical.org. Note: All 

doula volunteers will be required 

to complete a 24-hour training 

program that will begin in March.

If you’ve been to the Lincoln 

Library lately, you might have noticed 

that a skating rink has been built, 

lined, flooded and iced over (thanks 

to the Lincoln Fire Department and 

Lincoln Sports). Now it’s time to 

celebrate the community ice rink, 

so here’s an invite for local kids, 

adults and everyone in between: 

By MARIN HOWELL 

MIDDLEBURY — Faced 

with managing changes in best 

practices, business competition 

and climate change — not to 

mention the daily challenges 

of raising crops and animals 

— growers and ranchers who 

gathered at the Champlain Valley 

Farmers Coalition annual meeting 

in Middlebury on Tuesday stressed 

that they need to work together.

“I don’t believe you can solve big 

problems without collaboration,” 

said Vijay Nazareth, executive 

director of the coalition. “All of us 

are good at something, but if you 

want to bring about big change, 

you have to work together. So, 

By JOHN FLOWERS

M I D D L E B U R Y 

— Middlebury has 

earned a Neighborhood 

Development Area, or 

NDA, designation from 

the state for a large 

swath of property in its 

core village area. This 

should be a catalyst 

for construction of 

more local affordable 

housing, while giving the 

community priority consideration 

for state grants.
Confirmation of Middlebury’s 

NDA designation came late 

last week through the 

Vermont Department of 

Housing & Community 

Development, and it 

was enthusiastically 

greeted by town officials 

and representatives of 

Summit Properties, 

which is proposing a 

mixed housing project 

of more than 140 

units off Seymour 

Street Extension. Among other 

advantages, Middlebury’s new 

status as one of only 10 NDA-

approved communities in the 

“Without an 

NDA at all, 

affordable 
housing 
projects 
don’t have a 

chance.”
— Jennifer 

Murray

Waterlogged
ICTORIO S IDDLEB R  COLLEGE Log Ro ing C  e er dre  e sh eeps her a ance on a co orf  ti er oating in the 

shallow end of the college Natatorium pool Sunday afternoon as a competitor from the University of Vermont gets dunked. See more 

photos from the event on Page 14A.

Independent photo/Steve James

DALE AND LUCINDA Cockrell used a very long camera lens to document this leopard pacing around 

South Africa’s Kruger National Park during their month-long visit last October. The Cockrells shared 

photos and stories from their adventure during a recent presentation at the Lincoln Library.
Photos by Dale Cockrell

ADDISON:
West Addison General 

Store
BRANDON: 
Brandon Discount 

Beverage
Champlain Farms
Gourmet Provence
Hannaford
Jiffy Mart
Junction Store & Deli
Union Street Grocery
Walgreen’s
BRIDPORT:
Pratt’s Store
BRISTOL:
Bristol Country Store
Bristol Discount 

Beverage
Champlain Farms
Maplefields
Shaw’s
Walgreen’s

EAST MIDDLEBURY:
Mac’s Market
Maplefields
Otter East Bakery & Deli
FERRISBURGH:
Jiffy Mart
LINCOLN:
Lincoln General Store
MIDDLEBURY:
Addison Independent
  Office
Champlain Farms
Costello’s Market
Greg’s Market
Hannaford
Hare and The Dog
Kinney Drugs
Maplefields
Middlebury Discount 

Beverage
Middlebury Natural 

Foods Co-op
Middlebury Short Stop

Otter Creek Bakery
Paris Farmers Union
Rosie’s
Shaw’s
Stone Mill Public Market
The Vermont Book Shop
Vermont Field Sports
Vermont’s Own
Village Depot
Walgreen’s
NEW HAVEN: 
Jiffy Mart (7 & 17)
Maplefields
Village Green Market
N. FERRISBURGH:
N. Ferrisburgh Short Stop
ORWELL:
Buxton’s Store
RIPTON:
Ripton Country Store

SALISBURY:
Kampersville Store

(seasonal)
SHOREHAM:
Shoreham Service 

Center
STARKSBORO:
Jerusalem 4-Corners 

Store
VERGENNES:
BJ’s Farm Supply
Champlain Farms
Kinney Drugs
Shaw’s
Maplefields Vergennes
Vergennes Wine

PAPERS ALSO 
AVAILABLE AT:

Eastview at Middlebury
Porter Hospital/Rehab

I don’t remember the exact year, 
but it was around two decades ago. 
I had been to Ottawa a couple times 
during the fall and spring, including 
as an adult chaperone on a middle 
school fi eld trip (back in the days 
when Vermont schools 
could take fi eld trips to 
Canada). However, this 
was my fi rst mid-winter 
trip to Canada’s capital 
city. I was visiting 
Carleton University, 
which sits on the shores of 
Dow’s Lake near one end 
of the Rideau Canal, and 
I was staying in a hotel 
about 5.5 kilometers down 
the canal near the City Hall. 

I had heard about the Rideau 
Canal. About 50 years ago, the city 
of Ottawa started maintaining about 
eight kilometers of the canal as a 
very long natural outdoor skating 
rink. Once it freezes solid, they send 
trucks out to keep the snow plowed 
off, while also periodically drawing 
water up through holes in the ice to 
fl ood the surface and keep it smooth. 
The result became known as the 
Rideau Canal Skateway, which by 
2005 was offi cially recognized in the 
Guinness Book of World Records as 
the longest naturally-frozen ice rink 
in the world. Vendors sell coffee 
and hot cocoa in little stands along 
the ice, along with “beaver tails” — 
their traditional name for large fl at 
pieces of fried dough. 

In the morning, I grabbed my 
computer bag and hockey skates, 
walked a half block from my hotel 
to the canal, changed into my skates, 
and — for my morning commute 

— I skated to the university. There 
I changed back into my shoes and 
spent the day doing research and 
giving a talk before skating back to 
my hotel. In both directions, I passed 
by numerous other commuters also 

skating to or from work, 
carrying briefcases and 
dress shoes, and sometimes 
stopping for coffee. There 
were also numerous kids 
skating to school, younger 
adults headed to university 
classes, and families with 
children just out enjoying 
the day. Though most of the 
canal is a puck-free zone 
for safety reasons, at Dow’s 

Lake I could have stopped to join 
a hockey game if I’d had my stick 
instead of my computer bag. Even 
without the hockey stick, it was one 
of the most memorable, enjoyable 
commutes of my life. (Biking seven 
miles to work in Middlebury is a 
whole lot better than most other 
commutes I can think of, but not 
something I do in January.)

I was thinking about this recently 
because my wife sent me a Feb. 16 
article from the Washington Post
noting the Rideau Canal Skateway 
likely won’t open this year. It’s been 
too warm in Ottawa for the ice to 
freeze thick enough for skaters. If 
they don’t get a prolonged period of 
cold, it will become the fi rst winter 
in its half-century history that the 
Skateway doesn’t open.

Speaking of long, winding, 
serpentine shapes and things people 
do outdoors, my wife also sent 
me a link to another Post article 
(Feb. 18). This one was about one 

of the world’s larger (though not 
the longest) snakes: the Burmese 
python, which grows to 18 feet long. 
And while 18 feet of winding snake 
is a lot smaller than eight kilometers 
of winding canal, it’s a lot more 
frightening. 

Many folks are aware that 
Burmese pythons were brought 
from southeast Asia to Florida as 
pets during the 20th century, and 
escaped (or were released) into the 
wild, where they made their way 
into the warm watery environment 
of the Everglades. They found it very 
much to their liking: lots of food, 
plenty of places to hide and none 
of their native enemies. They have 
not only decimated the population 
of mammals from rabbits, raccoons 
and possums up to bobcats and deer, 
with some species reduced by 90% 
and others altogether extirpated, 
but they have even been eating 
alligators. Having fully populated 
the Everglades, these pythons have 
begun colonizing new territory and 
have moved south into the Florida 
Keys, where they’re causing similar 
devastation to native species.

Numerous efforts have been 
made to control them, including 
sponsoring big python hunts 
with bounties and hiring python 
hunters from India. I’ve watched 
videos showing python hunters 
wading through swamps hoping 
to fi nd pythons — apparently by 
the strategy of being found by the 
pythons. 

The most recent strategy covered 
in the Post article has been to 
strap GPS radio collars to racoons 
and opossums. The collars are 

programmed to send out a signal if 
the animal stops moving for several 
hours. Although several collars 
have disappeared, been defecated 
out (presumably by snakes), or 
ended up on roadkill, the strategy 
has succeeded in locating two large 
breeding females, weighing 66 and 
77 pounds. It took six hours for 
technicians to pull the fi rst one out 
of the ground where it had gone to 
digest its meal, while four people 
working together spent several 
hours wrestling the second one. 
Now that’s a job you couldn’t pay 
me enough to do. 

Fishing in an Alaskan river with 
several 600-pound brown bears 
wandering the shores might make 
me a bit nervous, but it doesn’t stop 
me from fi shing. Walking through 
the Everglades in hopes of wrestling 
a 15-food python? Not a chance.

And the news gets even better. 
The same climate change that is 
dramatically shortening the season 
for outdoor skating across the north 
— including places like the Rideau 
Canal Skateway — is also opening 
up new habitat for Burmese pythons 
to move northward. According to 
the Post, researchers think it likely 
that pythons will soon be found not 
only throughout Florida, but up in 
Georgia, Alabama, Louisiana and as 
far north as North Carolina. 

If the loss of pond hockey isn’t 
enough to motivate Vermonters 
to take climate change seriously, 
maybe the thought of walking 
through the woods and stumbling on 
an 18-foot-long Burmese python is.

Of long skating rinks and big snakes

MATTHEW
DICKERSON

Hoops 
(Continued from Page 1B)

saying while Sellers and Pitner led 
the way, all the Tigers contributed. 

 “They’ve got two kids who can 
really assert themselves and make 
the right plays,” Waller said, adding, 
“All of his role players did a good 
job tonight.”

Meanwhile, he said, his D-III 
Commodores (5-15) are trying 
to fi nd a winning formula after 
struggling in their Lake Division 
schedule. In some cases, they might 
be trying too hard, Waller said.

“We try to assert ourselves, but 
sometimes we take too much upon 
ourselves. When you’re searching 
for a win for a month, every kid is 
trying to do a little bit more than 
they need to do,” he said.

If nothing else, that problem 
shows the effort the team is still 
putting forth. 

“The kids haven’t given up. They 
still fi ght in practice every day to get 
better,” Waller said. 

Effort did get the Commodores 
back in Friday’s game after the 
Tigers took a 13-3 lead after the fi rst 
period, with Sellers scoring nine 
points. VUHS opened the second 
quarter with better defense and a 
16-4 run to take a 19-17 lead at 4:35.

Bradford opened the surge with 
a driving layup, and Jacobson 
closed it with two post moves set 
up by Bradford and senior Jasmine 

Little. In between, freshman Ashtin 
Stearns scored 10 points on two 
three pointers and buckets assisted 
by Bradford and Jacobson.

But the Tigers closed the half with 
an 8-0 run triggered by a Kelsey 
Altemose three-pointer at 3:20. 
Pitner snuck in for a putback, Sellers 
sank a three, and Solstice Binder 
capped the surge with two free 
throws to make it 27-19 at the break. 
And then the Tigers took charge in 
the third quarter. 

Sellers fi nished with 21 points 
and 14 rebounds; Pitner, with 14 
points, six rebounds, fi ve steals and 
four assists; Altemose, six points; 
Makayla Swan, fi ve points, four 
rebounds and four assists; Binder, 
four points and eight boards; 
Kassidy Brown, four points and 
seven boards; and senior forward 
Emma Brown, four rebounds. 

The Tigers will visit No. 3 
Spaulding, a fi nalist a year ago, 
on Wednesday to open the D-II 
playoffs. Regardless of their 
postseason fate, Altemose is pleased 
with the way they’ve gelled in the 
regular season’s home stretch.

“You always want to play your 
best ball come playoff time, and 
that’s what I feel like we’ve been 
doing,” Coach Altemose said. “It 
was nice to see us play well tonight 
and get some confi dence.”

For VUHS, Stearns scored 16 

points, Jacobson fi nished with 
10 points and three assists, and 
Bradford contributed seven points, 
12 rebounds and three assists. Kaelin 
Sullivan chipped in fi ve points, and 
Little grabbed six boards. 

The 5-15 Commodores earned 
the No. 8 seed in D-III and were 
awarded a Wednesday home game 
vs. No. 9 Green Mountain Union 
(7-13).

Waller called D-III “top-heavy” 
in explaining how the Commodores 

earned the No. 8 seed; the other 
factor is the bonus points in the 
standings they earned by playing a 
schedule loaded with D-II and even 
D-I teams. 

Regardless, he welcomes another 
opportunity for his team to earn a 
victory.  

“Whoever we get in that fi rst 
game, we should have a chance to 
win,” Waller said before the pairings 
were set.

TIGER SENIOR LEADING scorer Ele Sellers eyes her options as 
she heads upcourt with Commodore Ashtin Stearns in pursuit on 
Friday at MUHS.

Photo by Bill Clark

TIGER SOLSTICE BINDER tries to fi nd space to get a shot off 
against Commodores Kyra Bradford, left, and Scout Jacobson 
during Friday’s game at MUHS.

Photo by Bill Clark

CLINTON, N.Y. — The 
defending NCAA Division III and 
NESCAC champion Middlebury 
College women’s hockey team will 
enter the postseason as the No. 4 
seed in the NESCAC tournament 
with a 15-6-3 record, 10-4-2 
NESCAC, after splitting two games 
at No. 2 seed Hamilton to conclude 
the regular season this past weekend. 

The Panthers will host No. 5 
seed Connecticut (12-11-1, 6-9-1 
NESCAC) at 3 p.m. Saturday for a 
quarterfi nal matchup. Hamilton, No. 
3 Colby and No. 1 Amherst will also 
host quarterfi nals.

On this past Friday, the Panthers 
ended what had been a nine-game 
Hamilton winning streak with a 2-0 
victory. Goalie Sophie Meragaes 
worked a 22-save shutout, and 
Middlebury scored two power-play 
goals in the third period.

Meragaes made two back-to-back 
point-blank stops in the eighth 
minute of the fi rst period to keep the 
game scoreless.

Hamilton goalie Evie Sheridan 
(17 saves) stopped a Britt Nawrocki 
one-timer at 12:14 of the second 
period.

In the third period the Panthers, 
who had killed three power plays 
in the fi rst two periods, scored 18 
seconds into their fi rst power play. 

Nawrocki one-timed a puck that 
Jenna Letterie poked into the slot. 

Middlebury added its second 
power-play goal at 10:34. This time, 
Letterie one-timed a cross-ice pass 
from Nawrocki. 

The Continentals had a chance 
after pulling their goalie, but 
Merageas made a sprawling save to 
deny a bid at 18:11. 

Nawrocki’s goal was her 
conference-best sixth game-winner 
of the season. Letterie reached the 
20-point mark for the third-straight 
year, reaching eight goals and 12 
assists. 

 On Saturday, the host Continentals 
bounced back with a 2-1 victory, 
outshooting the Panthers by 32-22 
and netting the game-winning goal 
in the second period. 

The Continentals took the lead 
4:43 into the fi rst period when 
Sophie Berghammer found the net 
from between the circles. Nawrocki 
tied the contest at 9:02, taking a feed 
from Letterie in the slot and one-
timing the puck home.

Hamilton took the lead 4:24 into 
the second period, when Nancy Loh 
skated down the right side and rifl ed 
a wrist shot home from the circle.

 Sophia Will made 30 saves in 
the Panther net, and two Hamilton 
goalies combined for 21 stops. 

Women’s hockey splits, to host 
NESCAC quarterfi nal on Saturday
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*10th annual Free Brakes for Food*
We are collecting food for Addison County HOPE

and are willing to bribe you!

Free brakes for food*
All you have to do is 

bring a bag of 
12 non-perishable 

food items per axle 
for this fine organization!

Hurry! Hurry! Hurry!

* We start off with a Free Brake Inspection and Free Brake Diagnosis. If you need brakes, 
we provide FREE Premium Brake Pads and $45 off the Labor and Install the Pads with the 

purchase of rotors. No other discounts may be combined with this offer.
We do not pad slap!

Go to Hope-VT.org     Dates: Feb. 6- March 10, 2023
“We are proud of this annual drive that’s contributed over 1,000 pounds of 

food to HOPE each year.” — Steve and Lisa Dupoise

Family 
operated 

since 
1982

33 Seymour Street     Middlebury, VT
802-388-7620  •  www.countytirecenter.com

info@countytirecenter.com
Mon - Fri 8am-5pm     Closed Saturday & Sunday

South Burlington’s victory in 
the Pom category was convincing. 
The Wolves’ team scored 3 points 
to prevail, with the Tigers second-
place total of 8 edging out both 
Colchester and North Country, 
who tied for third with 9. Mount 
Anthony (15) and Richford (18) 
rounded out the Pom field.

Mount Mansfield edged 
Lamoille, 4-5, to win the Jazz 
competition, followed by North 

Country, 9; Mount Anthony, 12; St. 
Albans, 18; and Richford, 20. 

In order to come up with 
their final scores, judges ranked 
teams within each discipline in 
eight categories: Execution of 
Movement, Execution of Skills, 
Synchronization/Uniformity, 
Spacing, Communication/
Projection, Creativity/Musicality, 
Routine Staging, Complexity 
of Movement, and Difficulty of 
Skills.

Tiger dance teams have 
historically been highly 
competitive statewide. 

This year’s squad consists of 
seniors Joleigh Bradford, Hannah 
Cormier, Adelaide Riche and 
Abigail Stafford; junior Mahina 
Elchibekova; sophomores 
Gedeleine Franklin and Autumn 
Lowell; and freshman Madelyn 
Brochu.

Caitlin Hurteau coaches the 
team, assisted by Ashley Smith.

MIDDLEBURY — The 
fourth-seeded Middlebury 
College women’s basketball 
team rallied past visiting No. 5 
Hamilton, 66-52, in the second 
half of Saturday’s NESCAC 
quarterfinal to earn a berth in the 
league’s final four. 

The 15-10 Panthers will take 
on host No. 1 Tufts (19-6) this 
Saturday at 2 p.m. in one of two 
semifinals. The Jumbos defeated 
the visiting Panthers, 68-59, on 
Jan. 28, closing the game on an 
18-9 run. No. 2 Williams and 
No. 3 Trinity will play in the 
afternoon’s second game, and 
the winners will meet on Sunday 
at noon for the league crown. 

On this past Saturday, the 
Panthers trailed the Continentals 
by 43-29 at 4:00 of the third 
period before going on a 14-0 
run to tie the score at 43-43 
entering the fourth quarter. 
Alexa Mustafaj scored seven 
points in that surge.

Middlebury then opened the 
final period with a decisive 
14-1 run in which five Panthers 
scored: Emily Downing, Calie 
Massina, Mustafaj, Reagan 
McDonald and Augusta Dixon. 

Mustafaj led the Panthers with 
30 points, adding five rebounds 
and five steals; the sophomore 
reached 1,023 career points in 
the game. Messina scored nine 
points and recorded six steals, 
McDonald finished with eight 
points, and Bethany scored 
seven and grabbed 12 rebounds. 

Emma Sehring led the 12-11 
Continentals with 14 points and 
12 boards.    

Women’s hoop 
wins playoff 
quarterfinal 

THE TIGER DANCE team maintains a tight formation during their Hip Hop performance in the Vermont 
championships at VUHS on Saturday.

Photo courtesy of Sean Farrell

Dance 
(Continued from Page 1B)

THE MUHS DANCE team shows off its skills and charisma in its Pom performance at the Vermont 
championship in Vergennes on Saturday. 

Photo courtesy of Sean Farrel

MIDDLEBURY — The 
Middlebury Union High School 
girls hockey team split a pair of 
recent games as the squad jockeys 
for Division II playoff position as 
the regular season comes to a close 
on Feb. 22. 

The Tigers carried an 11-8 
record into a scheduled home game 
with first-place Burr & Burton 
on Wednesday night, weather 
permitting. Unofficially they were 
tied for fourth place with Hartford, 
with playoff pairings set to be 
announced on this Thursday. 

Back on Feb. 15, the Tigers 
outplayed host Rice, but couldn’t 

find the net in a 1-0 setback. Rice’s 
Emeri Rasco’s first-period goal 
stood up as the game-winner, and 
Green Knight goalie Sam Plunkett 
was credited with 46 saves. Ruby 
Hubbell made eight saves for the 
Tigers.

On Saturday, the Tigers topped 
host U-32 in overtime, 2-1, when 
Quinn Doria scored an unassisted 
goal with 57 seconds left in the 
extra session. Erin Sears scored 
in regulation for MUHS, with an 
assist from Doria, and Hubbell 
backstopped the victory with 12 
saves. Caitlyn Fielder scored for 
the Raiders. 

Girls’ hockey splits two

Upcoming Events

Memorial Sports Center
296 Buttolph Drive • Middlebury, VT

802-388-1238
info@memorialsportscenter.org
MemorialSportsCenter.org

Skate Sharpening 
available during

all events.

Thursday, Feb. 23:
9:00 - 11:00 AM - Public Skating

Friday, Feb. 24:
9:00 - 11:00 AM - Public Skating

11:15 AM - 12:45 PM - Stick & Puck 
Tuesday, Feb. 28:

9:00 - 11:00 AM - Public Skating
3:30 - 5:00 PM - Stick & Puck 

Thursday, March 2:
9:00 - 11:00 AM - Public Skating

Monday, March 6:
3:30 - 5:00 PM - Stick & Puck 

Tuesday, March 7:
9:00 - 11:00 AM - Public Skating

3:30 - 5:00 PM - Stick & Puck 
Thursday, March 9:

9:00 - 11:00 AM - Public Skating
3:30 - 4:45 PM - Stick & Puck 

By ANDY KIRKALDY
MIDDLEBURY — The 

Middlebury College men’s 
basketball team, the fourth seed in 
the NESCAC playoffs, on Saturday 
erased a late lead held by visiting 
No. 5 Tufts in dramatic fashion, but 
the Jumbos eventually prevailed in 
two overtimes, 89-80.

The 19-6 Panthers, at one point 
ranked as high as No. 3 in NCAA 
Division III, dropped their third 
game in four outings and now 
must wait until NCAA pairings are 
announced this coming Monday to 
learn if their postseason continues. 

Given they own road wins over 
two top-10 teams, Keene State and 
Williams, a bid seems likely. But a 
win on this past Saturday against 
Tufts, which improved to 20-6 with 
the upset, would probably have 
guaranteed one. 

Saturday’s back-and-forth first 
half ended with the Jumbos up by 
32-31, with Tufts erasing a 29-22 
Panther lead with a 10-0 run shortly 
before the break. 

The teams were tied at 50-50 with 
10:12 remaining in regulation when 
the Panthers went cold against the 
Jumbos’ zone defense over the next 
four minutes, during which Tufts 
went on a 9-0 run to take a 59-50 
lead.

Middlebury chipped away, and an 
Edward Witherington three-pointer 
made it 64-61 at 1:52. At 0:37 Jumbo 
Carson Cohen made one of two free 
throws, and it was 65-61.

At 0:09 Panther Jaden Bobbet 
grabbed a missed shot and banked 
home a spinning, off-balance layup 
while being fouled, but missed the 
free throw. But Alex Sobel grabbed 
the rebound, was fouled and 
converted both free throws with six 
seconds left, and the game went into 
the first overtime at 65-65.

The teams traded buckets in the 
first OT, and at 1:26 a Noah Osher 
hoop made it 71-71. Both teams 
turned the ball over as time wound 
down, and it was onto the second 
OT.   

There, with the score at 74-74, 
Tufts went on a 7-0 run, capped by 
a three from Dylan Thoerner with 
1:45 left, to take an 81-74 lead. The 
Panthers came no closer the five 
points the rest of the way. 

Thoerner led three Jumbos in 
double figures with 30 points; he 
was particularly deadly in the second 
half and overtimes. Scott Gyemisi 
grabbed a game-high 14 rebounds as 
the Jumbos became one of the rare 
teams to earn an advantage over the 
Panthers on the boards, 45-34. The 
Jumbos also made 22 of 26 free 
throws, while Middlebury made just 
19 of 30. 

 Sobel and David Brennan each 
finished with 16 points and nine 
rebounds for the Panthers; Sobel 
recorded three blocks. Osher scored 
13 points, and Bobbet chipped in nine 
points. The Panthers struggled from 
behind the arc, making just seven of 
their 32 three-point attempts. 

Men’s hoop falls in OT

MIDDLEBURY — The 
Middlebury Union High School 
boys’ hockey team won one, lost 
one and tied one in recent action. 
The Tigers stood at 9-7-2 going 
into its final regular season game 
on Wednesday evening vs. second-
place U-32. 

MUHS entered that game 
unofficially in seventh place in the 
Division II standings and could 
nail down that seed and possible 
move up one spot in the standings 
with a win over the 15-2-2 Raiders. 
Playoff pairings will be released on 
Thursday morning, and the Tigers 
could play as soon as this weekend.

On Feb. 15, host fourth-place 
Rutland improved to 12-6 with a 
5-1 victory over the Tigers. Cam 
Rider led RHS with three goals, all 
on the power play, and added an 
assist. Kellan Bartlett notched the 
only Tiger score in a game MUHS 
was outshot by only 24-22. Rutland 
goalie Noah Bruttomesso made 
21 saves, and the Tigers’ TJ Baron 
made 19.

On Saturday, the Tigers settled 
for a 2-2 tie at Burr & Burton after 
surrendering two first-period goals. 
They equalized in the second when 
Toby Draper scored and set up 
Cole Schnoor’s game-tying strike. 
Gavin McNulty and Trevor Schnoor 
assisted Draper’s goal, and Devon 
Cyr made 17 saves for MUHS.

On Monday, the Tigers pulled 
away with three goals in the third 
period to knock off visiting Harwood, 
6-3. Bartlett’s two unassisted first-
period goals gave MUHS the lead, 
but Harwood knotted the score in 
the second before Draper scored the 
tie-breaker, from Henry Hunsdorfer 
and Gus Hodde, late in the period.

At 1:03 of the third period, Jake 
Kadar made it 4-2, from Quinn 
Collins and Draper. Harwood got 
one back two minutes later, but 
Draper, from Iver Anderson, and 
Bartlett, from Draper, stretched the 
Tiger lead. Owen Farr paced the 
4-13-1 Highlanders with a goal and 
two assists. Baron backstopped the 
victory for MUHS.  

Boys’ hockey goes 1-1-1

802-388-6888   •   VERMONTSUN.COM

Novice and advanced athletes alike marvel at the beauty of our courses 
and enjoy the mountains, lakes and streams of Central Vermont.

See our website for course maps, race details and registration.

5K,  10K  &  5K,  10K  &  HALF MARATHONHALF MARATHON

May 14, 2023May 14, 2023
Lake Lake Dunmore, Dunmore, 

VermontVermont
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“Wellness is more than the absence of illness.”
50 Court St • Middlebury, Vt 05753

A Center for 
Independent Health Care Practitioners

SOMAWORK

WELLNESS
CENTER

Charlotte BishopCharlotte Bishop ............................802-247-8106
    Therapeutic Soft & Deep Tissue

JoAnne KenyonJoAnne Kenyon ...............................802-388-0254
Energy Work             https://joanne.abmp.com

Donna Belcher, M.A.Donna Belcher, M.A. ..................... 802-388-3362
    Licensed Psychologist - Master

Nancy TellierNancy Tellier ...................................802-989-8046
 Ortho-Bionomy®
Hyla DickinsonHyla Dickinson...................................... 802-989-2969
 Therapeutic Massage, Lymph Drainage
 Craniosacral & Visceral Manipulation

Georgia Dune CMT, CR, LEGeorgia Dune CMT, CR, LE .................  802-377-2507
 Reflexology, Facials & More, Dunespavt.com

Laurinda Poirier-Solomon, RN, L AcLaurinda Poirier-Solomon, RN, L Ac ..802-238-4659
 Acupuncture & Shiatsu Bodywork

 

Wellness        

Want to advertise 
in this

Directory?

Practitioner of the WeekPractitioner of the Week
Donna Belcher, 
M.A., psychologist-
master, has been 
in private practice 
in Vermont for 34 
years. She has felt 
privileged to work 
with a wide variety 
of people. She has 
experience with 
such challenges 
as: depression, 
anxiety, grief, 
chronic illness, 
divorce, caregiver 
burnout, work 
stress, mid life 
transitions and 
developing a 
deeper connection with creativity 
and life purpose.

My office is currently open for 
telephone, online, and in person 

appointments.
Most insurances now cover 

telephone and video.

Donna Belcher, 
MA Licensed 
Psychologist 

- Master, 
Psychotherapy
 & Hypnosis
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• The Alexander Technique  
& Breathing Coordination

• Breath, Balance, Mental  
& Physical Wellbeing

• 50 years of teaching this 
work I love

• Private Lessons Available

Regaining Ease 
in Stressful Times

Barbara Kent, Certified ACAT, mAmSAT 
Middlebury Studio
barakent@aol.com  917-797-7823

SomaworkSomaworkss    ••    MiddleburMiddleburyy,,  VT VT 
802-388-3362 802-388-3362 

Contact us for information: 
advertising@addisonindependent.com
or call 802-388-4944

MIDDLEBURY — The 
Middlebury College men’s hockey 
team saw its season end this past 
weekend when only a tie in two 
home games left the Panthers (5-
18-1, 4-13-1 NESCAC) in ninth 
place in the league standings, one 
spot out of playoff qualification. 

On Friday night the Panthers and 
visiting Hamilton tied, 2-2. The 
Continentals (13-9-2) outshot the 
Panthers, but Middlebury goalie 
Jake Horoho made 32 saves.

Middlebury took the lead 4:50 
in the first period, when Andrew 
Malatesta knocked in the rebound 
of an EMack Bentley shot after a 

stop by Hamilton goalie Jack Grant 
(17 saves).  

Hamilton knotted the contest 
with 4:05 gone in the second. 
Cameron Miranda skated onto a 
loose puck just inside the blueline 
and sent a rising shot home. 

The Panthers regained the lead 
with 5:00 left in regulation, when 
John Burdett collected a loose puck 
just inside the blueline and blasted 
a shot into the net.

Hamilton pulled Grant with 1:09 
left in the period and tied the game 
when Grisha Gotovets tapped in 
his own rebound at 19:07. Each 
team had one good chance in OT, 

but the goalies denied them. 
Malatesta’s and Burdett’s goals 

were their first as Panthers.
On Saturday the Panthers 

outshot visiting Amherst, 31-20, 
but could not find the net as 
Mammoth goalie Connor Leslie 
made 30 saves and Amherst won, 
5-0. Amherst improved to 15-5-4. 
Four Mammoths scored goals, 
including two by Josh Burke. Two 
of the goals were empty-netters 
as, needing a victory to keep their 
playoff hopes alive, the Panthers 
pulled Horoho midway through the 
final period. 

ADDISON COUNTY — Mount 
Abraham and Vergennes were 
among the four local high school 
girls’ basketball teams that earned 
home games for the postseason. The 
defending Division II champion 
Eagles were seeded No. 6 in D-II 
after finishing the regular season 
11-9, one win fewer than a year 
ago, when they stormed through the 
tournament. 

Also in D-II, Middlebury (6-12) 
earned the No. 14 seed, and Otter 
Valley (5-15) was seeded No. 16. 

In Division III, Vergennes, 
despite finishing 5-15, received the 
No. 8 seed after earning extra points 
because of its challenging schedule.
PLAYOFFS

Only one postseason game was 
scheduled before the deadline for 
this edition. On Monday afternoon, 
visiting No. 17 U-32 pulled away 
in the fourth quarter to knock off 
the Otters, 52-39. The Otters were 
within four points with five minutes 
to go, but U-32 stretched the lead 

as Raider Cara Richardson scored 
12 of her 23 points in the final 
period. The 4-17 Raiders will try to 
upset undefeated No. 1 seed North 
Country in the first round.

Elena Politano paced the Otters 
with 11 points, Breanna Bovey 
added nine and Matelin LaPorte 
chipped in eight. The Otters finished 
at 5-16 after winning four of their 
final six games. 

The other teams were all 
scheduled to open the postseason 
on Wednesday evening. 

The Eagles were set to entertain 
No. 11 Hartford (10-10). The two 
teams did not meet during the 
regular season.

The winner of that game will on 
Saturday face whoever emerges 
from the No. 13 Tigers’ visit to No. 
3 Spaulding (16-4), a D-II finalist 
a year ago. The Eagles this winter 
edged Spaulding at home by a point 
and twice handled MUHS by wider 
margins. 

The Commodores were 

scheduled for a visit from No. 9 
Green Mountain Union (7-13). 
The teams did not play one another 
this winter. The winner of that 
game earns a Saturday trip to No. 
1 Windsor (18-2), which earned a 
first-round bye. 
REGULAR SEASON

The Commodores visited the 
Tigers on this past Friday, and the 
Tigers entertained U-32 the next 
day; see story on Page 1B. The 
Eagles concluded their regular 
season at 11-9 earlier last week. 

The Otters wrapped up their 
regular season by splitting two 
games. On Feb. 15 they defeated 
host Woodstock, 37-27, for what 
was their fourth straight win. 
Politano paced OV with 12 points, 
and Anna Lee and Emily Peduto 
added six each.

On this past Friday, host 
Springfield ended the Otters’ 
winning streak, 53-23. Macie 
Stagner led the 10-10 Cosmos with 
17 points. Politano scored eight. 

Eagle, VUHS girls earn home games

Men’s hockey out of league playoffs

By ANDY KIRKALDY
ADDISON COUNTY 

— Mount Abraham won three 
straight games, including one 
over Otter Valley, to assure the 
program of a winning record 
and highlight recent local high 
school boys’ basketball action. 
Elsewhere, Middlebury won two 
out of three to set up an important 
Thursday showdown with the 
Eagles, and Vergennes and OV 
each came up short.

The boys’ basketball regular 
season concludes this week, and 
playoff pairings will be announced 
this weekend. 
EAGLES-OTTERS

On Monday, the Eagles 
outlasted host Otter Valley, 
61-49, to improve to 11-8 and 
clinch the program’s second 
straight winning regular season. 
Chance Denecker sparked the 
win by hitting five three-pointers, 
scoring 19 points and grabbing 
11 rebounds. Domenic DeNapoli 
and Ian Funke added 13 points 
apiece as Mount Abe stretched its 
33-26 halftime lead. 

The Eagles will conclude their 
regular season with a visit to 
10-9 Middlebury on Thursday. 
The teams are currently running 
eighth and ninth in the Division 
II standings, and the winner of 
that game will apparently be 
rewarded with a home playoff 
game, possibly in a rematch of 
Thursday’s contest. 

 The Otters dropped to 6-13 
and are looking like the No. 12 
seed in D-II. On Monday they 
received balanced scoring led 
by Conner Denis (nine points) 
with Drew Pelkey and Lucas 

Politano (eight apiece). But it 
wasn’t enough to get past Mount 
Abe, which earned its second 
victory over OV of the winter. 
The Otters will conclude their 
season with a visit to Springfield 
on Thursday.
TIGERS

On Feb. 16, the Tigers split a 
unique doubleheader with visiting 
Milton. First, the teams finished 
an earlier game at Milton that 
had been suspended after three 
periods with the Yellowjackets 
leading, 30-27. Milton hung on 
to win, 37-35, as Yellowjacket 
Donovyn Dallas scored all seven 
of his team’s points in the quarter, 
including two free throws with 
four seconds to go.

The teams then played their 
regularly scheduled game and the 
Tigers took a 27-11 halftime lead 
on the way to a 47-25 victory. 
Penn Riney led the Tigers with 
20 points, and Willem Berry was 
next with 17. Dallas scored eight 
for Milton. 

On Monday, the Tigers nudged 
over .500 (10-9) by getting past 
host Enosburg, 53-47. That result 
set up their showdown with the 
Eagles on Thursday for the No. 
8 seed and home court in the first 
round of the D-II playoffs. 

“We did a nice job on the boards 
(a 45-27 edge), valuing our 
possessions, and making free 
throws in the last two-plus 
minutes,” said Coach Chris 
Altemose.

Contributing for the Tigers were 
Riney (24 points, 13 rebounds), 
Berry (seven points, eight boards), 
Graham Mattrick (six points, 
eight boards, eight assists), and 

Jack Trudeau (in his return to the 
lineup from an ankle injury) and 
Noah Konczal-Doherty (seven 
points, six boards each.)
COMMODORES

On Feb. 16, the Commodores’ 
rally fell just short in a 47-46 
loss to visiting Enosburg. VUHS 
missed a game-winning shot at 
the final horn after outscoring 
the Hornets by 13-6 in the fourth 
quarter. Enosburg’s Devyn 
Gleason led all scorers with 
21 points. Abram Francis (19 
points) and Elijah Duprey (16) 
combined for 35 points for VUHS, 
and Shamus Rooney contributed 
six points and 11 rebounds.

On Monday, the Lake Division’s 
top team, North Country (17-2), 
topped the Commodores, 68-43. 
Cooper Brueck led three Falcons 
in double figures, scoring 22 of 
his game-high 24 points in the 
second half and nailing five three-
pointers. 

Abram Francis and Oakley 
Francis (11 rebounds) each 
scored 11 points for VUHS, and 
Xavier DeBlois chipped in  seven 
assists.

The 10-9 Commodores wrap up 
by visiting Milton on Thursday. 
They look to be safely in in sixth 
place in D-II, but could move up 
to No. 5 with a road win. 
OTTERS

On Feb. 16, visiting Woodstock 
rallied from a nine-point halftime 
hole to edge the Otters, 49-47. 
Ezra Lockhart led the Wasps with 
18 points and set the tone for the 
second half with two quick threes 
in the third period. 

Aiden Decker, Logan 
Letourneau and Pelkey each 
scored eight points for the Otters, 
who dropped to 6-12 heading into 
Monday, with five losses by seven 
points or fewer. 
EAGLES

On Feb. 16, the Eagles held on 
for a 49-42 victory at Missisquoi 
after taking a 30-18 lead at the 
half. Caleb Surprise hit three 
three-pointers for the T-Birds in 
the second half to get his team 
back in the game. But Eagle 
Hayden Lutz helped the Eagles 
take the big lead with three treys 
in the first half on the way to 
a game-high 16 points. Funke 
added 12 points for Mount Abe. 

On Saturday, the Eagles made 
it a two-game sweep of the 
T-Birds, edging them in Bristol, 
47-42. The Eagles led in the 
half, but Missisquoi held a slim 
lead late when a Denecker three-
pointer put Mount Abe on top for 
good. This time around, Gavin 
Bannister led the Eagles with 16 
points, DeNapoli scored 12, and 
Denecker chipped in 10. Surprise 
led Missisquoi with 11. 

Boys’ hoop showdown looms
COMMODORE FINNLEY JACOBSON protects the ball at midcourt from Tiger forward Emma Brown on 

Friday at MUHS.
Photo by Bill Clark

For breaking news & updates wherever you are!
facebook.com/addisonindependent  •   twitter.com/addyindy

Find Us On:Find Us On:

FOR ALL YOUR 
POUR CHOICES

260 Court Street,Suite 3
Middlebury, VT

(former location of Olympia Sports)

www.Hare.dog    |    (802) 458-8060
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Helping Young Families Get The Right Start

• Community Playgroups
• Parent Education Classes
• Home Visits
• Pregnancy Prevention Programs
• Parent Training & Child Center

Reader Comments

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

Quotes are taken from reader comments submitted with subscription renewals.

“Best source of local news
and happenings!”

Here’s what one reader has to say about us!

A subscriber from Bridport writes:

LINCOLN — Calling all 
Lincoln Little League families. 
Mt. Abe Little League Baseball 
and Softball registration is now 
live for Spring 2023. Sign in or 
create an account at https://clubs.
bluesombrero.com/mtabell to 
register your player/s. Click on 
the Registration or Login tab at 
the top right of the website.

The Town Report is done and 
has been mailed out. If you didn’t 
receive one there are extra copies 
at the town office. If you’re going 
to Town Meeting on March 6, 
please bring the report with you. A 
slightly tweaked, color edition is 
available on the town’s website at 
www.lincolnvermont.org/forms.

The Ripton Community Coffee 
House presents folk musician 
Mark Erelli on Saturday, March 
4 at 7:30 p.m. at Burnham 
Hall. Erelli is a veteran singer-
songwriter, multi-instrumentalist, 
producer and touring artist. In his 
career he has produced albums for 
artists like Grammy-winner Lori 
McKenna, served as a sideman 
guitarist for artists like Paula 
Cole, Marc Cohn, and Josh Ritter, 
and has written and produced 

his own material, like 2018’s 
“By Degrees,” for which he was 
nominated for Song of the Year 
at the Americana Honors and 
Awards.

Tickets are $15 for general 
admission, generous admission 
is $20-$25, or pay what you 
can. Doors open at 7  p.m. 
Refreshments will be served. 

The United Church of Lincoln 
is hosting a paint, movie and pizza 
night on Friday, March 10, from 
4:30 to 6 p.m. Make some lasting 
family memories while painting 
wooden eggs. Then enjoy some 
delicious pizza as you watch the 
funny movie, “Minions: The Rise 
of Gru.” 

If you missed this year’s 
Lincoln Hill Country Holidays 
Variety Show or want to rewatch 
it, it can now be viewed on 
the NEAT website neatbristol.
com/video-on-demand/ and on 
CH1080 (Comcast).

Until next time … The Best 
Preparation For Tomorrow Is 
Doing Your Best Today. If It 
Makes You Happy It’s Never A 
Waste Of Time. Start Each Day 
With A Grateful Heart.

NEWS

Lincoln Have a news tip? Call Dawn 
Mikkelsen at 453-7029

Keeping it local
TOWN MEETING DAY is Tuesday, March 7. It’s a great opportunity to participate directly in 

your town’s decision-making process, see friends and neighbors, enjoy snacks, and catch 
up on your knitting. Whether your town meets on this day, or meets earlier and just holds 
voting, exercise your privilege and take part.

Independent file photo/Steve James

Med47 indoor yard sale in New 
Haven. Friday, Feb. 24, 3-7 p.m., 

New Haven Town Hall, 78 North St. 
The 6th Annual Indoor Yard Sale to benefit 

the Brendon P Cousino Med47 Foundation. All 
benefits go back into our community to provide 
scholarships for area tech students, funds for 
area First Responders, Have a heart food shelf, 
homelessness, heat programs, and families with 
medical needs. Come out for a treasure hunt and 
support your community.

Take-out fish dinner in Vergennes. Friday, Feb. 24, 
5-6:30 p.m., St. Peter’s Parish Hall, 85 S. Maple 
St. Menu: beer battered haddock, zesty wedges, 
coleslaw, mixed vegetables, roll with butter and 
chocolate chip brownie. $13 adult/$7children 6-12. 
Reservations required. Call 802-877-2367.

“Vermont in the Movies” in Brandon. Friday, 
Feb. 24, 6 p.m., Brandon Town Hall, 1 Conant 
Sq. Vermont has been a featured location in 
Hollywood movies for nearly a century. It has 
represented many different ideals during that 
time, and its portrayal reflects both Vermont’s 
own history as well as American history. Amanda 
Kay Gustin of the Vermont Historical Society 
will provide background and share clips ranging 
chronologically from 1919’s “Way Down East” to 
2005’s “Thank you for Smoking.” Free and open to 
the public. More info at brandonmuseum.org.

Green Mountain Club snowshoe to 
explore in Brandon. Saturday, Feb. 25, 

Brandon Gap. Explore the Brandon back 
country area, climb Sunrise Bowl and Goshen 

Mountain. Wander through the open woods off the 
Long Trail and be inspired by the snow. Snowshoes 
required, poles suggested. Contact Ellen Cronan 
for details and to register, ecronana@yahoo.com. 
More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

Med47 indoor yard sale in New Haven. Saturday, 
Feb. 25, 8 a.m.-3 p.m., New Haven Town Hall, 78 
North St. See Feb. 24 listing.

Lego contest and exhibit in Vergennes. Saturday, 
Feb. 25, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Bixby Memorial Library, 
258 Main St. Hosted by Bixby Library and the Boys 
& Girls Club of Greater Vergennes. Entries must 
consist primarily of LEGO, Duplo, Megablocks, 
or other LEGO-compatible plastic bricks and 
related pieces. They must be original creations, 
not based on LEGO-designed kits or instructions 
found online in a magazine, etc. A short and clear 
narrative describing the project’s theme must be 
included with each entry. Registration at tinyurl.
com/bixby-lego-2023.

Clothing Repair Fair and Swap Shop in 
Vergennes. Saturday, Feb. 25, 11 a.m.-2 p.m., 
Bixby Memorial Free Library, 258 Main St. The 
Addison County Solid Waste Management District 
will host this FREE event, where residents can 
learn basic mending, have small repairs made 
on their clothing, shoes, accessories, or jewelry, 
and build a culture of repair in Addison County. 
Register to have your clothing/jewelry fixed at 
addisoncountyrecycles.org/repair-fair. All are 
welcome. More information at 802-388-2333.

Contra Dance in Cornwall. Saturday, Feb. 25, 7 
p.m., Cornwall Town Hall, Route 30. The Cornwall 
contra dance is back with a special event featuring 
calling by Mary Wesley and music by Red Dog 
Riley. No experience necessary. $10, sliding 
scale. Masks required.

American Red Cross blood drive 
in Vergennes. Tuesday, Feb. 28, 10 

a.m.-2:30 p.m., Victory Baptist Church, 
862 Route 7. The American Red Cross needs 
more people to make and keep appointments to 
give blood or platelets in February and has three 
great reasons to do so. All who come to give in 
February will get a $10 Amazon.com Gift Card 
by email. Book a time to give blood or platelets 
by visiting RedCrossBlood.org, downloading the 
Red Cross Blood Donor App, or calling 1-800-
RED CROSS.

Benedict Arnold’s fleet at the battle of Valcour 
Island, and the action at Arnold’s Bay lecture 
in Addison. Sunday, Feb. 26, 3 p.m., Addison 
Fire Station, 44 VT Rt 17 West. The Addison Town 
Historical Society welcomes Christopher Sabick, 
archeological director of the Lake Champlain 
Maritime Museum. Sabick will speak about his 
newly published research and archeology on 
Benedict Arnold’s fleet at the battle of Valcour 
Island, and the action at Arnold’s Bay, Panton.

Legislative breakfast in Bristol. 
Monday, Feb. 27, 7-8:45 a.m., 

American Legion, Airport Drive. Begin 
your week with a meal and a chat with 

local legislators. All are welcome. Come and 
ask a question about legislation. Breakfast starts 
a 7 a.m. and program at 7:30 a.m. Purchase of 
breakfast not required to attend but helps the 
host. Sponsored by Bridport Grange, and four 
Addison County organizations: Farm Bureau, 
Economic Development Corp., Regional Planning 
Commission and Chamber of Commerce.

Great Decisions lecture: “Climate 
Migration” in Middlebury. 

Wednesday, March 1, 2:30 p.m., 
Eastview at Middlebury and Zoom.  Middlebury 
College Professor Sarah Stroup will give this 
presentation. Zoom only for general public .The 
lecture will be presented in-person for EastView 
residents only. For more information or to obtain 
the Zoom link, please call the EastView Concierge 
at (802) 989-7500.

Lenten Fish Fry in Bristol. Friday, 
March 3, 5-7 p.m., St. Ambrose 

Church, 11 School St. Enjoy an all-you-
can-eat fish fry. Menu includes fired or baked 
haddock, French fries, coleslaw, fresh baked 
dinner roll, beverage and dessert. Tickets $16 
adults/ $7 children 9 and under/$40 immediate 
family of 5. More info at 802-453-2488.

FRIDAYfeb
24

SATURDAYfeb
25
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26
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27

WEDNESDAYmar
1
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3

SATURDAYmar
4 Used book sale in Middlebury. 

Saturday, March 4, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., 
Community Room, Ilsley Public Library, 

75 Main St. Members of the Friends of the Ilsley 
Library organization can begin shopping at 9:45 
a.m.

“The Bridge to 1777” living history event in 
Ticonderoga, N.Y. Saturday, March 4, 10 
a.m.-4 p.m., Fort Ticonderoga. In March 1777 
American soldiers at Ticonderoga raced against 
time to prepare for the next British attack up 
Lake Champlain. On land and on ice soldiers 
labored to build a strong bridge across Lake 
Champlain, connecting both halves of the camp 
and blocking the big boats of the Royal Navy. 
Discover this difficult and dangerous work, and 
explore the myriad of military preparations afoot 
in March 1777.

Bingo in Vergennes. Saturday, March 4, 5 p.m., 
St. Peter’s Parish Hall, 85 S. Maple St. Doors 
open at 5 p.m., Bingo starts at 6 p.m. A family 
friendly event. All cash prizes, 50/50 raffle. 
Refreshments sold. Sponsored by St. Peter’s 
Cemetery Committee to benefit the on-going 
efforts for cemetery improvements.

Pancake breakfast in Goshen. 
Sunday, March 5, 9 a.m., Blueberry 

Hill Outdoor Center, Goshen Rd. Fuel 
up to play outdoors. Your donation for 

yummy pancakes, Vermont sausage, Vermont 
apples, and of course Goshen Vermont maple 
syrup, coffee/tea will support the work at the 
BHOC. Suggested donation, $15-$20, more 
or less depending on how much you eat and 
how much you can offer. Enjoy the day skiing 
or snowshoeing. Anything helps. All proceeds 
go to keeping the space warm, the trails and 
parking clear, the maps updated, and the soup 
hot. No reservations are required. More info on 
Facebook at fb.me/e/5FERDE7Cy.

Earthquake relief community bake sale in 
Middlebury. Sunday, March 5, 11 a.m.-2 p.m., 
Gather, 48 Merchants Row. Help raise funds 
for Syria and Turkey. Pay-what-you-can for a 
variety of baked good, including cookies, cakes, 
baklava, brownies and more. Cash preferred or 
Venmo. All proceeds will go to Bridge to Türkiye 
and Doctors Without Borders.

“A Big Step Forward on Climate; 
Many More Needed” conversation 

in Middlebury. Monday, March 6, 4:30 
p.m., Dana Auditorium, Middlebury College, 
356 College St. Middlebury alum and U.S. 
Representative Sean Casten will visit campus 
virtually for a live conversation. As a scientist, 
clean energy entrepreneur and CEO, and now 
as a Member of Congress, the Illinois Democrat 
Casten has dedicated his life to fighting climate 
change. In Congress, Casten draws on his two 
decades of experience as a business leader to 
reduce emissions while creating jobs, lowering 
energy costs for Americans, and spurring 
economic growth. More info at go.middlebury.
edu/sustainabilityalums.

Town Meeting Day. Tuesday, 
March 7. Local polls open until 7 

p.m. Vote!
Middlebury Garden Club talk: “Growing a 

Beautiful, Medicinal Perennial Garden” in 
Middlebury. Tuesday, March 7, 1 p.m., Ilsley 
Public Library, 75 Main St. Red Wagon Plants 
nursery herbalist Sophie Cassel will introduce 
some lesser-known perennial medicinal 
plants and give tips on selecting, growing 
and harvesting for both garden function and 
therapeutic use. Free. Open to all.

Meg Madden author talk in Middlebury. 
Tuesday, March 7, 7 p.m., Ilsley Public Library, 
75 Main St. Local author and everyone’s 
favorite amateur mycologist, Meg Madden 
will discuss her new book, “This is a Book for 
People Who Love Mushrooms,” a celebratory 
compendium of nature’s weirdest and most 
wonderful fungi, with gorgeously illustrated 
profiles of notable mushrooms and information 
on foraging, understanding, and appreciating 
these magnificent living things. Attend in 
person or virtually on Zoom. Zoom link 
available at ilsleypubliclibrary.org.

SUNDAYmar
5

MONDAYmar
6
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Take-out fish dinner in Vergennes. 
Friday, March 10, 5-6:30 p.m., St. 

Peter’s Parish Hall, 85 S. Maple St. 
Beer battered haddock, zesty wedges, coleslaw, 
mixed vegetables, roll with butter and chocolate 
chip brownie. $13 adult/$7children 6-12. 
Reservations required. Call 802-877-2367.

Monthly wildlife walk in 
Middlebury. Saturday, March 11, 

8-10 a.m., meet at Otter View Park 
parking area, Weybridge St. and Pulp 

Mill Bridge Rd. Otter Creek Audubon and the 
Middlebury Area Land Trust invite community 
members to help survey birds and other wildlife 
at Otter View Park and the Hurd Grassland. 
Beginning birders are welcome. Come for all or 
part of the walk. For information, including the 
latest COVID constraints, call 802-388-6019 or 
802-388-100.

“To Save or Not to Save: What Do I Do with this 
Stuff?!” in Orwell. Saturday, March 11, 10 a.m., 
Orwell Free Library 473 Main St. Do you own a 
family collection that includes letters, objects, 
scrapbooks, journals and/or photographs? Or 
maybe a special interest collection? Are you 
wondering if you should keep it, or how to 
organize it? This workshop will introduce what 
makes collections valuable and provide ideas 
on how to preserve your own collection. More 
info at orwellfreelibrary.org or 802-948-2041. 

Bingo in Vergennes. Saturday, March 11, 5 p.m., 
St. Peter’s Parish Hall, 85 S. Maple St. Doors 
open at 5 p.m., Bingo at 6 p.m. All cash prizes, 
50/50 raffle, refreshments sold at this family 
friendly event. Sponsored by St. Ambrose & St. 
Peter’s Youth Ministry to benefit the on-going 
program costs and the upcoming trip to Rome.

Corned beef and cabbage take-out supper 
in Vergennes. Saturday, March 11, 5-6 p.m., 
Vergennes United Methodist Church, Main 
Street, across from the Opera House. Menu 
includes corned beef, cabbage, carrots, potato, 
onion, roll and dessert. Take-out only. $12. 
Preorder only at 802- 877-3150 before 7 p.m. 
Thursday, March 9.

FRIDAYmar
10

SATURDAYmar
11

Satta Sound and Carlton Livingston 
in Middlebury. Saturday, Feb. 25, 7 

p.m., Town Hall Theater.
Choral Chameleon in Middlebury. Friday, March 

3, 7:30 p.m., Mahaney Arts Center.
Mark Erelli in Lincoln. Saturday, March 4, 7:30 

p.m., Burnham Hall. 
Elton John & Queen with Clint Bierman and 

Josh Panda in Middlebury. Friday, March 10, 7 
p.m., Town Hall Theater. 

Dover String Quartet with Haochen Zhang, 
piano in Middlebury. Friday, March 10, 7:30 
p.m., Mahaney Arts Center.

The Doughboys in Middlebury. Friday, March 17, 
7:30 p.m., Town Hall Theater

Champlain Philharmonic Orchestra in 
Middlebury. Saturday, March 25, 7:30 p.m., 
Town Hall Theater.

Songs We Love in Middlebury. Thursday, March 
30, 7 p.m., Town Hall Theater.

The Westerlies and Theo Bleckmann in 
Middlebury. Friday, April 7, 7:30 p.m., Mahaney 
Arts Center.

The Choir of Clare College in Middlebury. Friday, 
April 14, 7:30 p.m., St. Stephen’s Episcopal 
Church.

The Stragglers in Vergennes. Saturday, April 15, 
7:30 p.m., Vergennes Opera House.

Sophie Shao and friends in Middlebury. Friday, 
April 21, 7:30 p.m., Mahaney Arts Center.

Abdullah Ibrahim and Ekaya in Middlebury. 
Saturday, April 29, 7:30 p.m., Mahaney Ats 
Center.

Patti Casey with Colin McCaffrey in Vergennes. 
Saturday, May 20, 7:30 p.m., Vergennes Opera 
House

WEEKLY
Davye Huckett in East Middlebury. Thursdays, 

6-8 p.m., Waybury Inn 
Rick Hawley in East Middlebury. Fridays, 6-8 

p.m. Waybury Inn. 

LIVEMUSIC

CALENDARONLINE

BE SURE TO CHECK OUT OUR

addisonindependent.com

Sandwiches for  
Breakfast or Lunch,  
Hearty & Delicious
Open Sunday & Monday 8am-2pm 
Tuesday—Saturday, 7am-4pm
14 College St., Middlebury, VT

OtterCreekBakery.com
802-388-3371
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Mount Abraham Union High School

Payton Vincent
MAUHS

STUDENT OF THE WEEKSTUDENT OF THE WEEK

Payton Vincent

64 Jackman Drive  •  Bristol 
802.453.2381  •  JackmansInc.com

Way to go, 

Telecommunications Sales and Service
Data Cabling & Fiber Optic Solutions

802-388-8999
Middlebury

CONGRATULATIONS
STUDENTS!

• Business Law  •  Wills, Trusts and Estates
• Government Contracting  •  Elder Law

• Property and Tenancy Issues

Congratulations
Students!

A� ordable & client-focused legal services

802-489-5099 or law@jlgi.com 
28 North Street - Bristol Village

 JOHNSON LAW GROUP JOHNSON LAW GROUP

Well Done!

We’re 
Impressed!

58 Maple Street • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-4944 

www.addisonindependent.com
14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDD., VT

802-388-3371

Stop by to 
grab your 
free gift!

Congratulations!
Keep up the great work,

877-3118
Vergennes, VT

If  you are interested in advertising in Student of  the Week 
contact advertising@addisonindependent.com

Mt. Abe would like to celebrate Payton Vincent, a kind, 
dedicated, hard-working scholar and athlete as Student of the 
Week. Payton resides in Bristol with her parents, Jason and Tricia 
Vincent, and two dogs, Cooper and Sky.

Payton says, “School pushes me to do the best that I can, I 
like to set goals and reach them.” Her favorite class is economics 
with Mr. Beckwith because his class is very welcoming and 
engaging, where students are given the opportunity to start a 
small business. Payton crafted a successful Doughnut and Cider 
business, offering what one of her teachers called “the best cider 
doughnuts in Addison County!”

Payton’s hard work and dedication helped her earn high honors 
all four years at Mt. Abe. She has taken advantage of many 
opportunities at Mt. Abe, including AP courses, dual enrollment 
classes, medical terminology and a class in nutrition. She has 
a passion for field hockey, basketball and softball. Her rigorous 
effort has led to several state championships. As a member of 
the athletic teams, she has volunteered in Bristol at farmers 
markets, food drives and the annual Fourth of July festivities 

and fundraisers. She was also an active member in the clinics 
and practices held to help young players improve their skills and 
passion for the sports while building positive sportsmanship and 
communication. 

Outside of school, Payton plays on the Vermont Storm traveling 
softball team and has participated in the Valley Magic AAU 
basketball program over the years. She enjoys babysitting and 
house sitting. Payton has several hobbies including baking, going 
on walks outside and hanging out with friends. And she loves to 
travel.

One of the greatest take-aways from participating in athletics, 
earning high honors and working for Payton is the necessity of 
good time management. “You have to make schoolwork a priority, 
make sure you have time in your weekly schedule to do your 
homework, set goals to get assignments done by sticking to it, 
getting it done and then you can enjoy your free time,” she says.

The Mt. Abe community wishes Payton all the best with her 
plans to attend Salve Regina University in Newport, R.I., where 
she will major in nursing.

Payton
Payton

Congratulations

802-388-1338
99 Court St., Middlebury, VT

Students of the Week from all area high schools
will receive a gift from Otter Creek Bakery. 
Students of the Week are chosen by school 

teachers and administration.
Best of Luck to All Students!

Payton

Tuesday 12:30pm to 4:30pm

APPOINTMENTS REQUIRED.

802-388-1966
addisoncountyclerk@gmail.com

Addison County Courthouse
The Addison County Clerk
located in Frank Mahady
Courthouse is available

to accept passport applications
and provide  passport photos.

REGULAR HOURS
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday

9am to 1pm

Full Passport Service

STATE OF VERMONT
SUPERIOR COURT

ADDISON UNIT 
PROBATE DIVISION

DOCKET NO.: 22-PR-04883
IN RE ESTATE OF:  

MARY E. BAKER
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

To the Creditors of Mary E. Baker, late 
of Middlebury, Vermont. I have been 
appointed to administer this estate. 
All creditors having claims against 
the decedent, or the estate must 
present their claims in writing within 
(4) months of the first publication 
of this notice. The claim must be 
presented to me at the address listed 
below with a copy sent to the court. 
The claim may be barred forever if 
it is not presented within the four (4) 
month period.
Dated: February 6, 2023

Administrator: Irene Riddle
Mailing Address: PO Box 691,  

East Middlebury, VT 05740
Phone Number: 802-349-8993
Email: ivonlau297@msn.com

Publication: Addison Independent
Publication Date: 02/16/23
Address of Probate Court:
Addison Unit, Probate Court
7 Mahady Court
Middlebury, VT 05753

     Public Notices
 can be found in this

ADDISON INDEPENDENT  on Pages 6B, 11B and 12B.

WARNING
ADDISON CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

ANNUAL MEETING
 FEBRUARY 28, 2023

Member Districts are Bridport, Cornwall, Middlebury,
Ripton, Salisbury, Shoreham, Weybridge

The legal voters of the Addison Central School District are hereby warned to 
meet at the Middlebury Union High School in Middlebury, Vermont on Tuesday, 
February 28, 2023 at 7:00 PM, to transact the following business:

ARTICLE 1: To elect the following officers:
  a) A Moderator      b) A Treasurer      c) A Clerk  

ARTICLE 2: To hear and act upon the reports of the school district officers.
      
ARTICLE 3: To see if the voters of the Addison Central School District will 

vote to authorize its Board of Directors, under 16 VSA 562 (9), 
to borrow money by issuance of bonds or notes not in excess of 
anticipated revenue for the school year.

ARTICLE 4: To do any other business proper to come before said meeting.
PUBLIC INFORMATION HEARING

FEBRUARY 28, 2023
The legal voters of the Addison Central School District are hereby warned to 

meet at the Middlebury Union High School in Middlebury, Vermont on Tuesday, 
February 28, 2023 at 7:00 PM, for a Public Information meeting to discuss 
Australian Ballot articles warned for vote on Tuesday, March 7, 2023.

Hearing will take place immediately following adjournment of the Annual 
Meeting of said Addison Central School District.
 Linda J. Barrett, Clerk      

 Victoria Jette, Chair
 Addison Central School District

The Addison Central School District Annual Report will be
 available in the following manner: http://www.acsdvt.org/domain/30 

(Departments/Finance) or call 802-382-1274 to request a copy.

TOWN OF BRISTOL REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS
DESIGN ENGINEERING SERVICES

BASIN STREET IMPROVEMENT PROJECT
The Town of Bristol is requesting Statements of Qualifications (SOQ)s from 

engineering firms (Consultants) for engineering services for the Basin Street 
Improvement Project in the Town of Bristol. The Town is seeking a Consultant 
or Consultant Team with expertise in designing, engineering, and permitting. 
The procurement process for selection of the Consultant will be a Qualifications 
Based Selection (QBS). We are not seeking a detailed scope of work or cost 
proposal at this time. The successful Consultant or Consultant Team will be 
selected based upon their demonstrated ability to provide the highest qualified 
team to achieve the goals of the project through their SOQ and possible interview 
with the Selection Committee.

The purpose of the Basin Street Improvement Project is to stabilize a sloughing 
slope embankment along Main Street, improve stormwater drainage in the area 
to mitigate erosion issues, and reconfigure the intersection of Basin Street, Main 
Street, and East Street to make it safer for motorists and pedestrians.

The project is funded in part by the Federal Highway Administration (FHA) 
through the Vermont Agency of Transportation (VTrans) Municipal Assistance 
Section (MAS) Transportation Alternatives Program grant, through the Vermont 
Agency of Commerce and Community Development Downtown Transportation 
Fund grant and Clean Water Initiatives grant, and the Town of Bristol.

A detailed scope of work can be downloaded from Bristol’s Web site at: 
http://bristolvt.org/employment-bid-and-for-sale-opportunities/.  Proposals will 
be accepted until 4:00pm, Wednesday, March 23, 2023 by e-mail to Patrick 
Travers, MPM, at ptravers@gpinet.com. The email transmission must be clearly 
identified as an SOQ, including the project name. Please inform the Contact 
Person prior to submission to avoid the proposal being relegated to their spam 
or junk email files. 

Questions? Contact MPM Patrick Travers at ptravers@gpinet.com or Town 
Administrator Valerie Capels at townadmin@bristolvt.org.  

The Town of Bristol is an equal opportunity provider and employer and does 
not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, religion, 
gender, or familial status.

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS
TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY

ILSLEY PUBLIC LIBRARY RENOVATION 
& EXPANSION PROJECT

The Town of Middlebury seeks Statements of Qualifications from professional 
firms or teams including architectural, engineering, construction management, 
estimating and/or project management to provide Conceptual Design Services 
for the renovation and expansion of the Ilsley Public Library. Statements will be 
received until Monday, March 27th at 4:00 pm.

A full copy of the Request for Qualifications and all supporting documents can be 
viewed by visiting (https://www.ilsleypubliclibrary.org/about-us/ilsley-100-project-
team-rfq/).   Following review of the website, interested professional submitters 
should email the Library Director at (dana.hart@ilsleypubliclibrary.org) to register 
your interest in responding to the RFQ and/or to receive any subsequent addenda.

The Town of Middlebury, Vermont reserves the right to waive any informalities in, 
or reject any and all bids, or to accept any bid deemed to be in the best interest 
of the Town.

Email your Public Notices
to legals@addisonindependent.com

and Jenna makes sure it gets in the paper

THE INDEPENDENT MAKES A GREAT GIFT! CALL 388-4944

Send us your pet!
news@addisonindependent.com

Pet of the week

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY SELECTBOARD MEETING
ILSLEY PUBLIC LIBRARY COMMUNITY MEETING ROOM

ILSLEY PUBLIC LIBRARY – 75 MAIN STREET
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2023 - 7:00 P.M.

 
Also available via Zoom:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89686475081
By Phone: +1 646-558-8656 (not toll-free)

Webinar ID: 896 8647 5081
 

For those wishing to watch but not participate:
Selectboard meetings are livestreamed to MCTV’s YouTube Channel:

https://www.youtube.com/user/MCTVVermont
and also broadcast live on Comcast Channel 1071

AGENDA 

7:00      1. **Call to Order
             2. *Approval of Agenda

3. *Approval of Consent Agenda
3a. Approval of Minutes of the February 14, 2023 Regular Select-
board Meeting 
3b. Acceptance of Minutes of Selectboard Subcommittee Meeting 
Minutes
3c. Approval of Renewal Applications for 1st, 2nd & 3rd Class 
Liquor Licenses, Outside Consumption Permits and Entertainment 
Permits
3d. Letter of Support for Otter Creek Child Care Center’s applica-
tion for the State Community Recovery & Revitalization Program 
Grant Program
3e. Consent Agenda Placeholder
3f. Consent Agenda Placeholder
3g. Town Manager’s Report

- Tree Clearing for Chipman Hill Water Storage Project
- Town Clerk Position Advertised 
- Correspondence from VELCO regarding change in location 
of temporary access road for construction of Quarry Road 
substation improvements          

4. **Citizen Comments [Opportunity to raise or address issues not 
otherwise included on this agenda] 

7:05      5. *Crooked Ladle Catering, LLC, 51 Main Street, Application for a 
First-Class Restaurant/Bar Liquor License 
6. **Updates from State Legislators and Discussion of Legislation 
and State Programs of interest to the Town, including:        

- Project Based Tax Increment Financing Districts
- Public Safety Dispatch
- Education Property Tax/Common Level of Appraisal – Reap-
praisal Requirements

7:30      7. *Dana Hart, Library Director, with request for support for the 
submission of a pre-application for an Accessibility Modification 
Grant from the Agency of Commerce and Community Develop-
ment

7:35 8. *Application for Public Assemblage Permit for Midd Pride Pa-
rade & Festival, including a request for the closure of Main Street 
for the Sunday, June 25, 2023 event

7:40 9. *Award Contract for Cleaning Sewer and Storm Lines to the Low 
Bidder

7:45 10. **Draft Policy on Outdoor Dining Permits (if available)
7:55 11.  **Prepare for Town Meeting, Monday, March 6, 2023 
8:10 12. ** Town/College Quarterly Meeting Agenda
8:15 13. **Annual Selectboard Retreat – Scheduling and Topics 
8:25 14. **Agenda Placeholder
8:30     15. *Approval of Check Warrants

16. **Board Member Concerns
17. **Executive Session – Not Anticipated 
18. **Action on Matters Discussed in Executive Session

8:45     19. *Adjourn

* Decision Item      ** Possible Decision

TOWN OF STARKSBORO
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FINANCIAL AUDIT

The Town of Starksboro is accepting proposals for financial auditing services 
for FY2022. Starksboro is a small municipality located in northern Addison 
County, Vermont. Proposals will be accepted until 3/20/23. Details can be found 
at www.starksborovt.org/bids or via email to rebecca@starksborovt.org.

TOWN OF WEYBRIDGE
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
A public hearing before the Weybridge Zoning Board of Adjustment will be held 

on Monday, March 13, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. at the Town Clerk’s Office in Weybridge, 
Vermont, to pursue the following business: 

The Board will continue the review of an application submitted by Rowan 
Nelson for a Certificate of Occupancy - Compliance Review.  This application 
was forwarded to the Zoning Board of Adjustment due to concerns about an 
addition of a driveway on the property. The addition of a second curb cut on a 
town road requires a variance, pursuant to Section 405 of the Weybridge Zoning 
Regulations. This application was first reviewed on Monday, February 6, 2023.

Additionally, the Board will review application #23-01 submitted by Peter and 
Melissa Lourie for a permit for the use of an accessory dwelling unit on their 
property for occasional rental as a Bed and Breakfast.  The use of a home as a 
Bed and Breakfast requires Conditional Use approval in all residential districts 
in Weybridge and requires review under Section 304 of the Weybridge Zoning 
Regulations.

 The applications are available for inspection at the Town Clerk’s Office.  
NOTE:  Participation in the local proceedings is a prerequisite to the right to take 
any subsequent appeal.  Notice submitted by Megan Sutton, ZBA Chair.
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&&service& DIRECTORY

auto body restoration
auto repair 
carpentry/contractors
cleaning services

computers
construction
duct cleaning
firewood

flooring
heating &
    air conditioning
masonryBusiness

Thursday

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

COMPUTERS

CONSTRUCTION

CLEANING SERVICES

AUTO BODY RESTORATION

CHECK US OUT
ONLINE AT

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

AUTO REPAIR

LOCAL CONTRACTOR
GENERAL CARPENTRY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Remodeling • Additions

Painting • Roofing
WINNER of “Best Local Contractor” 

FOUR CONSECUTIVE YEARS by 
READERS CHOICE AWARDS!

MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT

MARK TRUDEAUMARK TRUDEAU

802.388.0860802.388.0860

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

802-453-7345  |  138 Hunt Road, New Haven, VT

Metal Fabrication
Agricultural Repair
Commercial Repair

Auto Body Repair
Rust Repair
Collison Repair

Full/Custom
    restoration

We accept all major credit cards  |  We accept Insurance claims
Follow our projects on Facebook

Family owned & operated

Over two decades experience!

MASONRY
Fine Dry Stone Masonry

Jamie Masefield
Certified by the Dry Stone Wallers
Association of Great Britain

802-233-4670
jmasefield@gmavt.net

REACH THE COUNTY  
ADVERTISE  HERE

ADDY INDY - 388-4944

Gevry Firewood LLC
gevryfirewoodvt@gmail.com

or 802-349-0699

Are you looking for green or 
seasoned firewood?

Well we’ve got it all right here in Addison, VT!

We cut, split, and deliver hardwood 
firewood in 12-24 inch lengths.

And we now offer kiln dried firewood!
Contact us today for a quote!

FIREWOOD

Quaker Village
Carpentry

Siding, Windows, Garages, Decks & Porches
New Construction, Renovations and Repairs

Maurice plouffe
802-545-2251
1736 Quaker Village Road

Weybridge, VT 05753

DO YOU REPAIR OR CLEAN 
FURNACES? 

 YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

FLOORING

And Duct Work 
for Heating, Ventilation 
and Air Conditioning
We use 5,000+ cfm HEPA
Vacuum Cleaning Systems 

Commercial/Residential • Owner Operated • Fully Insured • Neat & Clean

Buy Local! 802.989.0396

Specializing inSpecializing in
Duct CleaningDuct Cleaning

We can design, fabricate, seal, insulate, clean,
anything to do with your ducted systems.

Certified
Collision Experts

All Makes and Models
Working with all

Insurance companies

(802) 388-9961
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

2196 Rt 7 South,  Middlebury
stonecdjr.com

Hometown Service from 
Your Hometown Dealers!

Factory-Trained Technicians
Servicing all makes

and models

G Stone Motors   
36 Boardman St., 

Middlebury
(802) 388-6718

gstonemotors.com 

Stone
Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
2149 Rt 7 So., Middlebury

(802) 388-9961
stonecdjr.com

F    J    C
802.310.1986

• Full service general 
contractor

• Turn key construction
• Kind knowledgeable staff

fjcbuilders.com

One cal l  does i t  a l l
Christopher Netelkos

cnetelkos@fjcbuilders.com   •   Sudbury, Vt.

For an appointment , call The PC Medic of 
Vermont at 802-734-6815
www.pcmedicvt.com

The PC Medic of 
Vermont now offers 

both on-site and remote 
computer services for 

your PC.

Call today to see which 
type of appointment 

you need, and get your 
PC running correctly 

again!
DO YOU WINTERIZE HOUSES? 

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!
CALL 802-388-4944

DUCT CLEANING

Melissa’s Quality
Cleaning Services
Residential & Commercial

GREAT RATES • FULLY INSURED
Reliable & Thorough 

802 345-6257

David Walker ConstructionDavid Walker Construction
298 Biddle Road
Lincoln, Vermont

05443

Semi-Retired
Small Jobs Only

cell: 802-989-0320

email:
dwconstruction@gmavt.net

THETHE
SNOWFLAKESSNOWFLAKES
ARE FALLINGARE FALLING

ADVERTISE ADVERTISE 
YOUR SNOW YOUR SNOW 

REMOVAL REMOVAL 
BUSINESS IN BUSINESS IN 

THE ADDY INDY.THE ADDY INDY.

CALLCALL
802-388-4944802-388-4944



PAGE 8B — Addison Independent, Thursday, February 23, 2023

Soak Up The Sun!
Don’t spend your hard-earned money 
making the hot water or electricity that 
you use today–

SOLAR IS MORE AFFORDABLE THAN EVER!

Go Green with us –

We’ve been here for you for 43 years – 
Let us help you with your solar projects today. 

Call for a FREE on-site evaluation

SIDING

LAROSE SURVEYS, P.C.
Ronald L. LaRose, L.S. • Kevin R. LaRose, L.S.

Land Surveying/Septic Design
“We will take you through the

permitting process!”

25 West St. • PO Box 388
Bristol, VT 05443

Telephone: 802-453-3818
Fax: 802- 329-2138

larosesurveys@gmail.com

TAXES

&&service& DIRECTORYBusiness
Thursday painting 

plumbing
renewable energy
roofing

rubbish & recycling
septic & water
siding

storage
surveying
tree service

Reach
more 
potential
customers!

Place your ad in
the Addy Indy!

Marcel Brunet & Sons, Inc.
Windows & Siding

Vergennes, VT

802-316-6060 • rbrunet1@myfairpoint.net • 802-877-2640

Siding • Windows
Additions • Garages • Decks

WE HAVE THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT 
FOR THE RIGHT JOB – TO GIVE YOU

 REASONABLE RATES

Reasonable Rates • Year-round Service • Fully Insured
(802) 453-3351 • Cell (802) 363-5619

24 Hour Emergency Service 453-7014
 Brownswelding.com

Serving Vermont for over 42 years!

BROWN’S TREE & 
CRANE SERVICE

Dangerous Trees Cut & Removed
Stumps Removed  
Trusses Set
Trees Trimmed 
Land Clearing

FREE ESTIMATES FOR TREE SERVICES

TREE SERVICE

Celebrating 36 Years
Environmental Consultants – Licensed Designers

Steve Revell CPG, LD#178 BW

• Water Supply - Location, Development and Permitting
• On-Site Wastewater Design • Single & Multiple Lot Subdivision
• Property Development & Permitting
• State and Local Permitting
• Underground Storage Tank Removal & Assessment

Fax 802-453-5399 • Email: jrevell@lagvt.com
163 Revell Drive • Lincoln, VT 05443

Toll-Free: 800-477-4384
802-453-4384

www.lagvt.com

Jeremy Revell LD#611 BW • Tyler Maynard LD#597 B

PLUMBING

SEPTIC & WATER

Phone (802) 537-3555

roofingMichael Doran
• Standing seam

• Asphalt shingles 
• Slate

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

roofing

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

Phone (802) 537-3555

Michael Doran
as seen at Addison County Field Days!

• Standing seam
• Asphalt shingles 

• Slate

mpdoransr@gmail.com

Go Solar with
AllEarth Renewables
Customer-driven solutions 
designed, engineered and built 
in Vermont, with over 3,000 
installations in the state.

CALL 802.872.9600 x122
allearthrenewalables.com

RENEWABLE ENERGY

Short Surveying, inc.
Serving Addison County Since 1991

Timothy L. Short, L.S.
Property Line Surveys • Topographical Surveys

FEMA Elevation Certificates
135 S. Pleasant St., Middlebury, VT 

802-388-3511
ShortSurveyingVT@gmail.com

Are you a
tax preparer?
We’ll help you reach
 more clients this tax 

season.
Email advertising@

addisonindependent.com 
to get started.

A friendly, professional, 
and affordable family business.

Interior Painting

HESCOCK PAINTING

Kim or Jonathan Hescock
hescock@shoreham.net

462-3737 or 989-9107

Free Free 
Estimates Estimates 

References References 

Fully Fully 
InsuredInsured

PAINTING

We help your ideas grow from start to finish,
no project is too big. Give us a call and you will

see the potential in your morning to evening view.
Lawn care, snow plowing, excavation, tree removal, 

driveways, pressure washing, and more - all at
their best. We can build it up or take it down.
No idea is too big for us to maneuver around.

802-349-6163 
Winter, Spring, Summer and All your Fall needs

ROOFING

Advertise your business on these pages for under $10 per week.
Call 802-388-4944 or email advertising@addisonindependent.com for details.

Winter in Vermont
is snow joke. 

Does your business help keep 
the county warm?

Call 802-388-4944 or email
advertising@adDisonindependent.com 
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Public Meetings
AL-ANON OFFERS HELP 
and hope to anyone who 
has been affected by a 
loved one’s drinking. 
Middlebury hosts an online 
meeting Sunday night 
7:15pm and a face to face 
one Wednesday at 1:30pm 
at CVUUS (2 Duane Court 
Middlebury near the high 
school) that you can also 
access by Zoom. Visit 
vermontalanonalateen.org 
for links and list of other 
meetings in the region. If 
you’d like to speak to an 
Al-Anon member, call our 
answering service (866-
972-5266) and an Al-Anon 
member will call you back.

A L C O H O L I C S 
ANONYMOUS in person 
meetings are available. 
For a list of local virtual 
meetings visit http://bit.
ly/district9aa.  For more 
information visit https://
aavt.org/ or call the 24 hour 
hotline at 802-388-9284.

VERMONT SUPPORT 
LINE Are you struggling 
with a challenging situa-
tion? Do you have feel-
ings of sadness, loneliness, 
isolation, anger, or depres-
sion? You don’t have to 
face it alone. Talk with a 
caring person who under-
stands what you’re going 
through today by calling or 
texting the free and confi-
dential Pathways Vermont 
Support Line available 24/7 
at (833) VT - TALKS. 

THE TURNING POINT 
CENTER of Addison Coun-
ty is open for in-person 
services, Monday through 
Friday, 10am-4pm, 54A 
Creek Road, Middlebury. 
We are available by phone 
24/7 at 802-388-4249.

V E R G E N N E S  F R E E 
THINKERS Founded in 
1935 on the principle of 
one alcoholic helping an-
other to achieve sobriety, 
A.A. is an effective and 
enduring program of re-
covery that has changed 
countless lives.  A.A. has 
always been committed to 
making its program of re-
covery available to anyone, 
anywhere, who reaches 
out for help with an alcohol 
problem.  The Vergennes 
Free Thinkers meeting was 
created in January of this 
year to maintain a tradition 
of free expression, conduct 
a meeting where alcoholics 
may feel free to express 
any beliefs, doubts or dis-
belief they may have, to 
share their own personal 
form of spiritual experience, 
their search for it, and/or 
their rejection of it, without 
having to accept anyone 
else’s beliefs or having to 
deny their own. Meetings 
are held with a high re-
gard for compassion and 
inclusion without judgment 
or exception.  If you think 
we can help, please join 
us on Thursdays at 6pm 
by contacting Vergennes-
freethinkers@gmail.com 
for Zoom and in-person 
meeting information.

Services
C+I DRYWALL and plaster-
ing. Call Joe 802-234-5545.

CONSTRUCTION: ADDI-
TIONS, RENOVATIONS 
new construction, drywall, 
carpentry, painting, flooring, 
roofing, pressure washing, 
driveway sealing. All as-
pects of construction, also 
property maintenance. Ste-
ven Fifield 802-989-0009.

MELISSA’S QUALITY 
CLEANING Services. Resi-
dential and commercial. 
Fully insured. Great rates. 
Reliable and thorough 
cleaning. 802-345-6257.

ODD JOBS lawn work, 
cut brush, some tree work. 
Snow removal services for 
your roof. Call us we do 
other jobs too! 802-999-
2194 John.

3
WE BUY OLD STUFF Es-
tates, collections, antiques 
etc. Also hunting and fish-
ing items. Call Erik 802-
345-0653.

Free
TWIN SIZE HOSPITAL 
BED w/mattress. In good 
working order. 802-349-
8993.

DIGITAL ACCESS View 
obituaries, calendar listings 
and classifieds online at 
addisonindependent.com.  
Don’t miss out on events, 
garage sales, or opportu-
nities- check out our free 
digital listings.  Looking 
to read more? Become a 
subscriber!

Help Wanted
AMERICAN FLATBREAD 
MIDDLEBURY Hearth 
is hiring!  Offering good 
compensation, respect-
ful co-workers, and great 
food.  We are hiring for 
multiple full time and part 
time positions including bar 
leadership, daytime prep 
and evening shifts.  Ample 
opportunities for growth in 
a positive work environ-
ment.  Please stop in for 
an application or email Joe 

at joe@americanflatbread.
com. EOE.

3
TIRED OF BEING RE-
TIRED? Limited hours, 
A&W and Greg’s Market. 
Applications available at 
Greg’s.

DEADLINE: Monday at 5 p.m. 
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curred. No refunds will be possible. Ad-
vertiser will please notify us of any errors 
which may occur after first publication.

Number of words:
Cost:
# of runs:
Spotlight Charge:
Internet Listing: $2.00
TOTAL:

ADDISON INDEPENDENT
58 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-4944
addisonindependent.com •  email: classifieds@addisonindependent.com

RA
TE

S

• 25¢ per word • minimum $2.50 per ad 

• $2 internet listing for up to 4 issues • minimum 2 insertions

• Special 4 for 3 rates not valid for the following categories: Services,
Opportunities, Real Estate, Wood heat, Attn. Farmers, For Rent & Help Wanted

Notices

Card of Thanks

Personals

Services

Free**

Lost ’N Found**

Garage Sales 

Lawn & Garden

Opportunities

Adoption

Work Wanted

Help Wanted

For Sale

Public Meetings**

For Rent

Want to Rent

Wood Heat

Real Estate

Animals

Att. Farmers

Motorcycles

Cars

Trucks

SUVs

Snowmobiles

Boats

Wanted

Real Estate Wanted

Vacation Rentals

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Spotlight with large 3$2** no charge for these ads

Or, submit your classified ad on our website: addisonindependent.com
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Services Services Services Services Services Services

WHY NOT LOVE YOUR JOB:
Seeking Shared Living Provider for 50- year- 
old man, who is part of AFC program.  He 
utilizes a wheelchair; the home must be 
handicapped accessible.  He enjoys listening 
to Classic Rock, taking in local music events, 
fishing, and spending time with family.  He 
has his own handicapped van.  Compensation 
includes yearly tax-free stipend of $35,000, 
plus room and board, and contracted supports.

Please contact Shirley Donohue
at sdonohue@howardcenter.org

or 802-355-6094.

howardcenter.org • 802-488-6500

SERVICE TECHNICIANS
Monroe Tractor, an established company
with 71 years as an agriculture dealership
is growing in VT and we are seeking to add
Service Technicians to perform repair and 

maintenance on industry-leading Agricultural and 
Construction equipment in shop and on the road. 

Applicant will be responsible for troubleshooting and 
repairing of electrical, hydraulic, transmission and 

diesel engine components. Ideal candidate will be self-
motivated, safety-minded, organized, reliable and a 
strong communicator. Applicant must have a clean 

driving record, have reliable transportation, successfully 
pass a background check and drug test. Must be able to 
meet the physical requirements of the job which include 

bending, lifting heavy components and working in 
confined spaces. Competitive pay and benefits provided. 

Please send resume to mhendy@monroetractor.com
or call 802-771-3007.

If interested, please complete a Volunteer Application
at www.portermedical.org or send an email

to PMC-Volunteers@portermedical.org.

Volunteer Greeters Wanted
Join our volunteer team! We are looking for Greeters who have a warm heart

and a welcoming spirit to greet everyone who enters PMC!

Business Operations Manager 
Henry Sheldon Museum, 

Middlebury, VT
The Henry Sheldon Museum seeks a hands-on 

Business Operations Manager to join its dynamic 
team. Reporting to the Executive Director/Board President 
and working closely with the other museum staff, the 
Business Operations Manager is responsible for managing 
the day-to-day operations of the Museum including finances, 
operations, facilities, development/fundraising support, 
and communications/marketing, in accordance with the 
mission of a small active cultural community museum in the 
vibrant college town of Middlebury, Vermont. https://www.
henrysheldonmuseum.org/

 In addition to running the day-to-day management of 
Museum finances, operations and facilities, the Business 
Operations Manager works closely with the management team 
and trustees to create and execute development/fundraising 
initiatives and programs; as well as innovative marketing 
campaigns for Museum exhibits, programming and events.  
Also assists with planning strategies and projects/programs to 
increase audience and financial support, and ensures long-term 
financial and operational stability, growth and success. Strategic 
and thoughtful, this position advocates for and implements 
new and innovative ideas for service and engagement, as well as 
helps evaluate the Museum experience and collaborates in the 
creation and implementation of experiences and practices that 
advance inclusivity and accessibility.  The successful candidate 
will be a hands-on, technically proficient, participative 
manager who works well with colleagues and external partners 
to promote and enhance the Museum’s presence in the 
community.  BA degree, and experience in a field related to 
finance, communications, marketing, development, operations 
or administration; and at least three years related experience or 
a combination of education and experience.

Interested candidates should send a letter of interest, resume, 
and three references to jobs@henrysheldonmuseum.org  
or mail hard copy to: Henry Sheldon Museum, Business 
Operations Manager Search Committee, One Park 
Street, Middlebury, VT 05753. 

All materials will be confidential and references will not be 
contacted without advance permission. No phone calls please. 
We are committed to cultivating an inclusive work and 
learning environment and look for future team members who 
share that same value.  

The Henry Sheldon Museum is an equal opportunity employer.

Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities

 

Pet Foster Care Providers
Homeward Bound is currently looking for volunteers 

willing to become Foster Care providers for our animals. 
Foster Care providers play a key role in helping animals 

get socialized before being available for adoption.

If you have any questions about
the program, please email

volunteer@homewardboundanimals.org.

Addison Independent

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
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Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted



PAGE 10B — Addison Independent, Thursday, February 23, 2023

For Rent
3-BEDROOM; East Middle-
bury. No Pets, No Smoking. 
$1200 plus utilities. First & 
last security deposit. 802-
377-1522.

DRY, WINTER/SUMMER 
STORAGE SPACE in Ad-
dison. Available storage 
space in my barn for sum-
mer/winter storage. The 
barn is structurally sound 
and weather-tight with 
electricity. No heat or run-
ning water. The barn is also 
available for lease. The en-
trance door measurements 
are 8’ wide by 7’ high. For 
more info: 802-363-3403 
or rochon_m@yahoo.com.

MIDDLEBURY BRIAR-
WOOD APARTMENTS 
is currently taking wait-
list applications for 2- br 
apartments. No smoking/
No pets. Income limits 
apply- rent based on in-
come- 2 person minimum 
occupancy.  Equal Housing 
Opportunity. Handicapped 
accessible.  802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com.

MIDDLEBURY, OFF CAM-
PUS HOUSING available. 
802-388-4831, AJ Neri 
Property Rentals.

VERGENNES VALLEY 
VIEW APARTMENTS is 
currently taking wait list ap-
plications.  Occupants must 
be 62+ years of age.  No 
smoking/ No pets. Income 
limits apply - Rent based 
on income. Equal Housing 
Opportunity.  802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com.

WAREHOUSE FOR RENT 
10,800 sqft. Loading dock & 
office spaces. On the cor-
ner of two major highways. 
For more information call 
802-759-2030.

Wood Heat
DRY OR GREEN firewood 
for sale. Delivery available. 
802-758-2007.

Animals
RED AND BLUE HEELER 
puppies for sale; had all 
shots. $600. each. Will take 
trades. 518-569-0957.

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent

SUMMER CAMP NURSE POSITION
 Interested in working at a beautiful summer camp on Lake 

Dunmore in the Green Mountains of Vermont? 

Do you enjoy working with kids in a vibrant and warm 
summer camp community? 

Consider working as a nurse at Keewaydin Dunmore for 
Boys or Songadeewin of Keewaydin for Girls! 

Our summer season runs from June 17-August 20.  This is a great 
opportunity for experienced nurses or for those just starting a 

nursing career — especially for those considering a career in pediatric 
nursing!  Two nurses run each Health Center and work with a 

consulting physician at a local medical practice.

 Salary for RN is $11,750 (tuition free for first child, 75% discount 
for second child).  Room and board is included. 

 For more information, please contact
Daria Carden at daria@keewaydin.org.

Visit our website at www.keewaydin.org.

We are currently looking to fill:

Auto Technician
County Tire Center, Inc. is a busy 10-bay shop. We offer competitive 
wages including health insurance, vacation/sick time, 401K, uniforms 
and boot allowance. 40 hours a week Monday-Friday, with overtime 

available during the months of fall and spring tire changes.

Email cover letter, resume
and three references to

lisa@countytirecenter.com
Stop by 33 Seymour St.

Middlebury, VT 
Or call 802-388-7620

•  Motivated full-time Automotive Technician with 
knowledge in brakes, exhaust, oil changes, tires, VT 
state inspection license as well as all other related 
mechanical job duties. Your own tools are required.

$1,500-$3,000 sign on bonus
based on experience/knowledge.

2 x col  4
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MIDDLEBURY UNION 
MIDDLE SCHOOL

MUMS
COACHING POSITIONS

Middlebury Union Middle School is seeking
head and/or assistant coaches for the following:

• Softball 
• Baseball 

• Girls’ Lacrosse 
Applicants must possess a strong knowledge of coaching 
principles with previous coaching experience preferred.  
Must possess strong organizational skills and the ability 
to communicate and relate to student athletes.

Interested parties should send
a letter of interest, resume, and three 

current letters of reference to:
Middlebury Union Middle School

48 Deerfield Lane
Middlebury, VT  05753

Applications will be accepted until
the positions have been filled.    E.O.E.

Family-owned restoration 
company in Pittsford looking

for team members. 
Will train.  Starting at $17 hourly, pay 
increases with responsibility and skill.

Email lpelkey@
disasterrecoveryinc.com for 

application and interview.

CAREGIVER AND
SERVER  WANTED

AT EASTVIEW
Do you love people? 

Working with a supportive team?
Making a difference in the lives

of those around you?
Then join us at EastView, 

Middlebury’s nonprofit, locally 
governed retirement community.

We have openings for full-time and part-time 
Caregivers and Servers. We offer a generous 
benefits package, free shift meals, and paid 

time off. If you are a student, a retiree, or just 
looking for a second job, our flexible hours & 

per diem shifts may be perfect for you!
To apply, or for full job descriptions, 

contact tdunakin@eastviewmiddlebury.com
 Check out all our jobs at http://www.

eastviewmiddlebury.com/join-our-team/

Merchandisers Needed
for Grocery Team

• Servicing multiple local stores
• Permanent

• Monday - Thursday
• Day shift 
• Benefits

• $200 referral bonus
• Drive time & mileage

reimbursement
• Will Train

Call or text Linda
at 518.755.7470 or email

lalygad@sasretailservices.com.

CDL Class B Driver
SEEDWAY is looking for a
CDL Class B Driver for its

Shoreham, VT Warehouse.
Clean driving record required.

Great benefits including: 
401K

Health insurance with dental
and vision coverage

Holiday & vacation pay
Generous incentive bonus

Home every night. 
Help support New England agriculture!

To Apply:
Visit 3442 Rt 22A, Shoreham or 

Contact Tom Schildkamp at (802) 897-2281 
or Tschildkamp@Seedway.com

Shard Villa
Level 3 Residential Care Home

NOW HIRING

For more information
Call 802.352.4369

Available Positions:
Housekeeper/Caregiver - 11p - 7a

Caregiver - 7a - 3p

~ Competitive Pay ~
Shift Differentials (for nights & weekends)

HOUSEKEEPERS/
CAREGIVERS
Full-Time ~ Part-Time

WATER PLANT
OPERATOR

Tri Town Water District provides and 
maintains the drinking water system for the 
towns of Addison, Bridport, and Shoreham. 

We currently have a full time Plant 
Operator position available. Candidates for 
this position should have basic plumbing 

and electrical skills. You must also be 
proficient in high school math and have 
basic computer skills. This position also 

performs general maintenance of buildings 
and property. Employment does require 
sharing on-call duties and that you have 
a valid Drivers’ License.  VT state water 

operator license-class 4C needs to be 
obtained within 3 years. Competitive wages 

and benefits package including Vermont 
Municipal Employees’ Retirement, 

medical and paid time off; starting pay
$18-$25 per hour depending on experience.

Send resume to: Darwin Pratt, 
Tri-Town Water District No. 1, P.O. 

Box 85, Bridport, VT 05734 or email 
to: tritownwater@gmavt.net.

Help Wanted 
ads can be 
found on 

Pages 9B, 
10B and 11B.

Want to Rent
Returning to Vermont.

Retired senior male (70s) seeks
a one-bedroom apartment or studio. 

Nonsmoker, non-drug user, animal lover. 
Current rent mid $600.00 including

heat and trash. Excellent credit.

Contact beagles5119@gmail.com. 
Inquiries from Realtors welcomed.

 All real estate advertising 
in this newspaper is 
subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 
as amended which makes 
it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons 
receiving public assistance, 
or an intention to make any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will 
not  knowingly accept any 
advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.  To complain 
of discrimination, call HUD 
Toll-free at 1-800-424-8590. 
For the Washington, DC area 
please call HUD at  
426-3500.

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
Town Clerk

This position is responsible for overseeing the areas of municipal 
record keeping, issuance of licenses and official documents, and 

conducting local, state, and federal elections 

Due to an upcoming vacancy the Selectboard will appoint the 
successful applicant until the 2024 March Town Meeting when it 
would then be required to run for and be elected for the remaining 
2-years of a 3-year term. APPLICANTS ARE REQUIRED TO LIVE 
IN AND BE RESIDENTS OF THE TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY.  This 
position is full-time with a competitive salary and benefits package.

A job description and application can be obtained
on the Town’s website, www.townofmiddlebury.org.

  Send cover letter, resume and application to:  Crystal Grant, Executive 
Assistant to the Town Manager at cgrant@townofmiddlebury.org.

EOE Town of Middlebury

You can help!

To apply:

acsdvt.org/Page/4418

or scan the QRCode:

Questions: 802-382-1281

Our schools need substitute teachers.

Substitute Teachers

Love supporting kids!

Have and want a flexible schedule.

Are energetic, curious, inclusive, and

kind.

Are considering a career as a

teacher or paraprofessional.

Want to get involved and support

our community!

Payscale:

Licensed Substitute Teachers and ACSD retirees:

$160 per day for 5 days

$150/day for 4 days

$140/day for 3 days

$130/day for 2 days

$120/day for 1 day

Unlicensed Substitute Teachers:

$150 per day for 5 days

$140/day for 4 days

$130/day for 3 days

$120/day for 2 days

$110/day for 1 day

School Nurse substitutes begin at $140/day

Are essential to our schools!

Help our schools operate at their full

potential during staff vacancies and

illness.

Ensure consistency and support for

all students.

Your rate of pay increases if you commit to consecutive days in

a week. Substitutes are paid on half/full day basis.

This could be a great fit if you:

Sign-on Bonus, Travel Allowance, Free Meal,
New Wage Bands and Shift Differentials

The Residence at Otter Creek, a premiere senior living com-
munity in Middlebury, VT is accepting applications for:

Full/Part-Time Med Techs/LPN ($5,000 sign-on bonus)

Full/Part-Time Caregiver ($5,000 sign-on bonus)

Full/Part Time Servers ($500 sign-on bonus)

Please inquire about per-diem shift openings
 for all departments

Applicants must be able to work weekends.
Background checks required. 

Now offering Now offering 
Open Breakfast and Open Breakfast and 

Open Dinner Interviews!Open Dinner Interviews!

Please join us on Tuesdays for Open Interviews 
and a bite to eat! We would love to meet with 

you and tell you about the wonderful positions 
we have available! Let us show you around and 
experience our exciting community. Breakfast 

Interviews Tuesdays from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m., and 
Dinner Interviews Tuesdays from 4 to 5:30 p.m.

Please email your resume to
Kristen LaFlam at 
klaflam@residenceottercreek.com. 
or use our new QR Code.

The Residence at Otter Creek
350 Lodge Road, Middlebury, VT 05753 
www.residenceottercreek.com

Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted For Rent For Rent

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Want to Rent Want to Rent

For Rent

Help Wanted

The 
Bristol 
American 
Legion Post 19 
is seeking a Steward/Manager to 
oversee the business of the Post. 
This position is responsible for supervising part-time 
bartenders and custodians and scheduling the facility 
for Post and private events. The compensation will 
be commensurate with the experience of the selected 
individual. If interested, submit your resume with a 
minimum of 3 references to: Bristol American Legion Post 
19, PO Box 292, Bristol, VT 05443. Resumes may also 
be dropped off at the Legion (56 Airport Drive, Bristol, VT) 
or emailed to post19@accessvt.com. 

All applications for this position
must be received by March 20, 2023.
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Att. Farmers
HORSE BLANKET WASH 
and repair.  Accepting non-
leather (for now) horsewear 
of all kinds for cleaning and 
repairing at my Weybridge 
location.  Call or text Sue 
Miller at 802-377-5945 or 
email svdwmiller@icloud..

WHITNEY’S CUSTOM 
FARM WORK Pond agi-
tating, liquid manure haul-
ing, drag line aerating. Call 
for price. 462-2755, John 
Whitney.

SMALL SQUARE BALES, 
$3.50. Call 802-377-5455.

Wanted
WANT WEIGHT WATCH-
ERS CLASS in Middlebury/
Vergennes? write; WW 675 
6TH Ave New York, New 
York 10010.

Looking for 
something different?

Your local newspaper 
is your

BEST RESOURCE 
for local 

job opportunities!

Also available online:
addisonindependent.com

GREENHOUSE 
WORKERS 
WANTED

Full- or Part-Time
Seasonal, March 15-June 15, 2023

First Season Greenhouses 
Located 6 miles West of Vergennes

Phone: 802-475-2588
Ask for Bill

PART-TIME OR FULL-TIME
LANDS & GRANTS 

MANAGER
Passionate about working in 

conservation? Want to work in a  
NEW position at a thriving non-profit?

Part-time or full-time (TBD w/ you!), 
benefited position at MALT will 

manage conserved lands and join the 
fundraising team to oversee grants.

Must be a people person.

Must have conservation 
experience, preferred 5+ years.

Must have experience fundraising.

Learn more and apply: 
www.maltvt.org/staff-and-careers

ALL ADDISON COUNTY LOCATIONS 
CURRENTLY HIRING!

For openings and to apply, visit 
Maplefields.com

Looking for work in your hometown? 
We offer medical, dental, paid vacation, 

personal time, sick time and 401K for
full time positions.

Zoning Administrator 
The Town of Starksboro is seeking a part-time Zoning 

Administrator. Duties to include: implementation of 
land-use regulations; administering zoning permits; 
enforcement actions for non-compliance with land-
use regulations; administrative assistance to the public, 
Planning Commission, and Development Review 
Board, including taking minutes at meetings. Position 
will assist the Selectboard and Town Administrator 
with planning and land-use related issues. Interested 
candidate must be available for evening meetings and 
daytime work at town office; estimated 12-18 hrs/wk. 
Some remote work is possible. 

A detailed job description is available at www.
starksborovt.org. Excellent computer skills are 
preferred. Compensation will depend on qualifications 
and experience. 

To apply, please send cover letter and resume to 
Rebecca Elder, Town of Starksboro
P.O. Box 91, Starksboro, VT 0548
 or townadmin@starksborovt.org

 Applications accepted until position is until filled. EOE.

3 x col 4
elsie car CD

Corn silage, haylage, 
round bales, 
large square 
bales, small 

square 
bales

Call Randy Quesnel
at 802-349-9566

FEED FOR SALE

OLD & Used
guns wanted

P: 802-775-2859
C: 802-236-7213

Rifles, 
Hand 
guns, 

Shot guns
Top prices paid.

Help 
Wanted 

ads can be 
found on 

Pages 9B, 
10B and 

11B.

It’s against the law to 
discriminate

when advertising housing

Let us help you sift 
through the complexities 
of the Fair Housing Law. 
Stay legal. Stay on the 
right side of the nation’s 
Fair Housing Law. 

Call the Addison 
Independent at
(802) 388-4944. 

It’s against the law to discriminate when 
advertising housing. Its easier to break 
the law than you might think. You can’t 
say “no children” or “adults only.”
There’s a lot you can’t say.
The Federal Government  
is watching for such
discrimination.

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

For Rent For Rent

PRIUS FOR SALE
$4,000  

OR BEST OFFER

Email elsiealynn@gmail.com to come see the car at the Addison Independent.

Included in sale:
• Studded snows & 

Summer tires
• Mud mats
• Thule Roof Rack!

Is this your 
next ride?

195,000 miles young, this 
2007 Prius has been a trusty 

little car for our family. 
The wheel bearings were 
recently fixed, and we just 

repaired the exhaust system 
(value over $650) this month. 

Gets 40+ mpg!

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Att. Farmers Att. Farmers Att. Farmers

Help WantedHelp Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted

For Sale For Sale

Help Wanted

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE FATHER DALEY
BUILDING ASSOCIATION 

TUESDAY, MARCH 7, 2023 at 7:30+|- in the K of C council room at St. Mary’s 
Church hall to conduct the following business:

1) to vote on recommendation to update and make changes to the articles of
Incorporation and bylaws of the Father Daley Building Association.
2) the election of the trustees/officers of the newly identified Father Daley 

Association.
3) to address other proper business.

WARNING
ANNUAL CITY MEETING

MARCH 6, 2023
The qualified voters of the City of Vergennes are hereby warned and notified 

that the Annual City Meeting will be held on Monday, March 6, 2023, commencing 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Vergennes Opera House located at 120 Main Street. The 
meeting can be accessed via Zoom using the following information:

• Join by Computer: https://zoom.us/j/561577976
• Join by Phone: Dial: 1 (312) 626-6799

• Meeting ID: 561 577 976
• Meeting Password: 1234

The Annual City Vote will be held on Tuesday, March 7, 2023 at the Vergennes 
Fire Station located at 50 Green Street. The polls will open at 9:00 a.m. and will 
close at 7:00 p.m. The following Articles will be included on the ballot:

Article 1: To elect by Australian ballot a Mayor for a two-year term; three 
Aldermen for respective two-year terms; one Lister for a three-year term; one 
Lister for a two-year term; one Auditor for a one-year term; one Auditor for a 
three-year term; two Commissioners to the Vergennes-Panton Water District 
Board of Water Commissioners, for respective three-year terms; one Grand Juror 
for a one-year term; one Director to Addison Northwest School District Board of 
Directors for a three-year term; and one Director to Addison Northwest School 
District Board of Directors for a two-year term.

Article 2: To vote by Australian ballot on the following: Shall the City establish a 
reserve fund to be called the Infrastructure Improvement Fund for the purpose of 
funding capital improvements including but not limited to city facilities, parks, and 
sidewalks to be funded by Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds 
totaling $723,257.72, in accordance with 24 V.S.A. 2804?

Article 3: To vote by Australian ballot on the following: Shall the City appropriate 
$5,000 to Addison County Home Health & Hospice, Inc., said sum to come from 
City funds?

Article 4: To vote by Australian ballot on the following: Shall the City appropriate 
$2,000 to the Addison County Humane Society, Inc., said sum to come from City 
funds?

Article 5: To vote by Australian ballot on the following: Shall the City appropriate 
$3,074 to Addison County Parent/Child Center, said sum to come from City funds?

Article 6: To vote by Australian ballot on the following: Shall the City appropriate 
$750 to Addison County Readers, Inc., said sum to come from City funds?

Article 7: To vote by Australian ballot on the following: Shall the City appropriate 
$1,500 to Addison County Restorative Justice Services, Inc., said sum to come 
from City funds?

Article 8: To vote by Australian ballot on the following: Shall the City appropriate 
$5,000 to Age Well, Inc., formerly known as CVAA, said sum to come from City 
funds?

Article 9: To vote by Australian ballot on the following: Shall the City appropriate 
$5,000 to Boys & Girls Club of Greater Vergennes, Inc., said sums to come from 
City funds?

Article 10: To vote by Australian ballot on the following: Shall the City 
appropriate $2,500 to Counseling Service of Addison County, Inc., said sums to 
come from City funds?

Article 11: To vote by Australian ballot on the following: Shall the City appropriate 
$2,000 to Elderly Services, Inc., said sum to come from City funds?

Article 12: To vote by Australian ballot on the following: Shall the City 
appropriate $4,000 to Habitat for Humanity of Addison County VT, Inc., said sum 
to come from City funds?

Article 13: To vote by Australian ballot on the following: Shall the City 
appropriate $3,000 to HOPE, said sum to come from City funds?

Article 14: To vote by Australian ballot on the following: Shall the City 
appropriate $4,000 to John Graham Housing and Services, Inc. said sum to come 
from City funds?

Article 15: To vote by Australian ballot on the following: Shall the City appropriate 
$3,500 to Open Door Clinic, said sum to come from City funds?

Article 16: To vote by Australian ballot on the following: Shall the City appropriate 
$1,000 to Otter Creek Child Center, Inc., said sum to come from City funds?

Article 17: To vote by Australian ballot on the following: Shall the City 
appropriate $950 to RSVP of Addison County, said sum to come from City funds?

Article 18: To vote by Australian ballot on the following: Shall the City 
appropriate $3,000 to Turning Point Center of Addison County, Inc., said sum to 
come from City funds?

Article 19: To vote by Australian ballot on the following: Shall the City 
appropriate $2,000 to Vergennes Area Seniors Association, Inc., said sum to 
come from City funds?

Article 20: To vote by Australian ballot on the following: Shall the City 
appropriate $890 to Vermont Adult Learning, said sum to come from City funds?

Article 21: To vote by Australian ballot on the following: Shall the City appropriate 
$4,000 to WomenSafe, Inc., said sum to come from City funds?

Article 22: To transact any other non-binding business that may come before 
the meeting.

Ballot boxes will remain open from nine o’clock in the forenoon until seven 
o’clock in the evening on Tuesday, March 7, 2023, at the Vergennes Fire Station 
located at 50 Green Street for voting by Australian ballot on Articles I through 
XXI. The legal voters of the City of Vergennes are further notified that voter 
qualification, registration and absentee voting shall be as provided in Chapters 
43 and 51 of Title 17, Vermont Statutes Annotated.

Dated at Vergennes, Vermont this 2nd day of February 2023.
Mayor Mathew Chabot, Senior Alderman Dickie Austin,

Alderwoman Zoe Kaslow, Alderman Mel Hawley, Alderman Ian Huizenga, 
Alderwoman Jill Murray-Killon, Alderwoman Susan Rakowski

CITY OF VERGENNES
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given to the residents of the City of Vergennes that the 
Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on Monday, March 13, 2023, at 
6:30 P.M. for discussion of the final draft of the revised Zoning and Subdivision 
Regulations.  

This public hearing will be held as a remote only meeting with participation 
remotely through Zoom, or by phone. To join the meeting by Computer: https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/9268360439  Meeting ID: 926 836 0439 Passcode: 907999.  
To join by phone:  Dial 1 (929) 205-6099, passcode 907999.  

For participants joining by phone:
· To raise your hand during the meeting, press *9
· To mute/unmute during the meeting, press *6
If you experience any difficulty in accessing the Zoom meeting, contact Zoning 

Administrator Peter Garon at 802-377-9527.
Statement of Purpose:

The Vergennes City Council adopted the municipal development plan for the 
City of Vergennes on March 10, 2020, and amended Zoning and Subdivision 
Regulations on January 10, 2023.  The purpose of the proposed amendment to 
the zoning and subdivision regulations is to bring them into conformance with the 
municipal development plan and make other minor amendments.
Geographic Area Affected

The Historic Neighborhood District.
Table of Contents of Proposed Amendments – 
There is no change in the Table of Contents. 

ARTICLE XVI, Section 1603 (D):  MODIFIES DIMENSIONAL REQUIREMENTS 
FOR MINIMUM LOT SIZE FOR ONE HOUSEHOLD USE FROM 7500 SQUARE 
FEET PER UNIT TO 7000 SQUARE FEET PER UNIT.

A copy of the full text of the final revised version of the Zoning and Subdivision 
Regulations is available for public review by contacting Peter Garon at pgaron@
vergennes.org.  Copies are also available for review at the office of the City Clerk, 
or on the City website at www.vergennes.org.  
 February 17, 2023
 Shannon Haggett, Chair
 Planning Commission
 City of Vergennes 
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Vergennes (2)

Weybridge (2)

MARKET REPORT
ADDISON COUNTY

COMMISSION SALES
RT. 125 • EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT

We value our faithful customers.
Sales at 3 pm - Mon. & Thurs.

call 1-802-388-2661

Sales for 2/16/23 & 2/20/23
  COST
BEEF LBS. /LB $

  COST
CALVES LBS. /LB $
Barnes Bros. 115 3.10 $356.50
Nolan Farm  88 3.00 $264.00
Vorsteveld Farm 105 2.50 $262.50
Savello Farm  94 2.50 $235.00
J. Allen 110 2.40 $264.00

Total Beef - 136   Total Calves - 293

Ethan Allen Farm 1465 1.04 $1523.60
Blue Spruce Farm 1675   .96 $1608.00
Champlainside  1800   .93 $1647.00
P. Livingston 1635   .88 $1438.80
Barnes Bros. 1515   .88 $1333.20
Monument Farms 1800   .85 $1530.00
Nop Bros. & Sons 1605   .85 $1364.25
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TOWN OF WEYBRIDGE
WARNING   -   2023 ANNUAL TOWN MEETING

The legal voters of the Town of Weybridge are hereby warned to meet at the 
Weybridge Elementary School in Weybridge at 7:00 P.M. on March 6, 2023, to 
transact the following business:  
ARTICLE 1: To accept the reports of the various Town Officers.
ARTICLE 2: To see if the Town will vote the sum of $551,900.00 to defray the 
expenses for the Highway Department for the ensuing year. (Estimated amount 
to be raised by taxes $448,307.40).
ARTICLE 3: To see if the Town will vote the sum of $177,000.00 to defray the 
Operating Account expenses for the ensuing year. (Estimated amount to be 
raised by taxes $115,031.61).
ARTICLE 4: To see if the Town will vote the sum of $25,000 for Fire Protection 
for the Town of Weybridge
ARTICLE 5: To see if the Town will vote the sum of $13,000 to continue the Town 
Sponsored Volunteer Recycling Program for the ensuing year.
ARTICLE 6: To see if the Town will vote to have taxes paid to the Town Treasurer 
on or before October 15, 2023.
ARTICLE 7: To see if the town will vote to change the late tax payment penalty to 
the following: Payments received after the due date will be assessed interest at 
the rate of 1% per month for the first three months and 1 ½% thereafter. Penalty 
will be assessed on the unpaid balance at the rate of 1% immediately following 
the final due date and the remaining 7% on the tenth day after the due date. 
ARTICLE 8: To see if the town will allow the selectboard to appoint the Weybridge 
Town Constable for a two-year term. Currently, the Town Constable is elected on 
an annual basis. 
ARTICLE 9: To see if the voters of the town will support the Town of Weybridge 
entering into an agreement with the IIsley Public Library to provide library 
membership for all adults in Weybridge (children in the local K-12 school district 
already have access to the Ilsley Library). 
ARTICLE 10: Upon completion of the transactions of aforesaid business, or 
upon adjournment of the aforesaid   Meeting for any other purpose, said Meeting 
shall be reconvened  Tuesday, March 7th, 2023, for the purpose of voting on 
the following business by Australian ballot. (Polls will be open from 7:00 A.M. to 
7:00 P.M.)
A. TO ELECT THE FOLLOWING TOWN OFFICERS:
Moderator –   1 year
Selectboard – 2 year
Selectboard – 3 year
Grand Juror – 1 year
Town Agent – 1 year
Trustee Public Funds - 3 year 
Constable – 2 year
C. SHALL THE VOTERS APPROVE THE FOLLOWING SUMS OF MONEY 
TO THE FOLLOWING AGENCIES:
    1. Addison County Court Diversion $  250.00
    2. Addison County Economic Development $  417.00
    3. Addison County Home Health & Hospice $  995.00
    4. Addison County Parent / Child Center                                    $1100.00
    5. Addison County Readers $  250.00
    6. Addison County River Watch Collaborative $  500.00
    7. Addison County Teens $2500.00
    8. American Red Cross / Northern VT Chapter $  250.00
    9. Champlain Valley Agency on Aging / Age Well                   $  900.00
    10. Charter House $1600.00
    11. Counseling Service of Addison County $1950.00
    12. CVOEO – Champlain Valley Office of Economics $1200.00  
    13. Elderly Services $  500.00
    14. Homeward Bound – ACHS $1000.00
    15. Hope $2600.00
    16. Hospice Volunteer Services – End of Life $  600.00
    17. John Graham Emergency Shelter $1600.00
    18. Mary Johnson Children’s Center $  350.00
    19. Middlebury Land Trust $1000.00
    20. Open Door Clinic $  900.00
    21. Otter Creek Child Center $1000.00
    22. Otter Creek Natural Resource Conserv. $    94.00
    23. Retired & Senior Volunteer Program $  510.00
    24. Tri-Valley Transit $  959.00
    25. Turning Point Center Addison County $1000.00
    26. Vermont Adult Learning $  400.00
    27. Weybridge Cemetery Association $2000.00
    28. Woman Safe $1250.00
    29. Vermont Family Network $  250.00

WEYBRIDGE SELECTBOARD  
Daniel James, Chair
Megan Sutton
Stacey Rainey
T. Charles Jordan
Kelly Flynn          Signatures on File at Town Office.

NOTICE OF SELF-STORAGE LIEN SALE AUCTION
ABC SELF STORAGE 

12 OSSIE RD • EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT 05740-0558
Notice is hereby given that the contents of the self-storage units listed below 

will be sold at auction. This sale is being held to collect unpaid storage unit 
occupancy fees, charges and expenses of sale. The entire contents of each 
self-storage unit listed below will be sold, BY STORAGE AUCTION SOLUTIONS 
with proceeds to be distributed as follows: Payment to ABC Self Storage for 
all accrued occupancy fees (rent) charges, late payment fees, sale expenses, 
and all other expenses in relation to the unit and its sale. Contents of each unit 
may be viewed on March 10, 2023 commencing at 1:30 pm. Bidding will begin 
immediately after viewing of the entire contents of each self-storage unit. The 
highest bidder on the storage unit must remove the entire contents of the unit 
within 48 hours after the notification of their successful bid. Purchase must be 
made in cash and paid in advance of removal of contents of unit. $50.00 cash 
deposit shall be made and will be refunded if the unit is broom cleaned. ABC Self-
Storage reserves the right to accept or reject bids. The contents of the following 
tenants’ self storage units will be included in the sale:
UNIT A017 - John Hatch
764 Munger Street, Middlebury, VT, 
05753 - Household Goods

UNIT C005 - Susan Lamonda
7 River Street #B, Fair Haven, VT, 
05743 - Household Goods

UNIT C009 - Dusty Grace
2888 Lower Notch Road, Bristol, VT 
05443 - Household Goods

UNIT C018 - Samantha Oliveiera
 PO Box 67, Middlebury, VT 05753 - 
Household Goods

UNIT C022 - Melissa Shores
PO Box 298, East Middlebury, VT 
05740 - Household Goods

UNIT C025 - Joshua Litch
54 West Road, Whiting, VT 05778 - 
Household Goods

UNIT D017 - Kevin Zey
2776 Case Street, Middlebury, VT 
05753 - Household Goods

UNIT E047 - John Hessler 
1 Candlelight Terrace,
White River Junction, VT 05001 - 
Household Goods

UNIT C008 - Wayne Larose
35 Mountain Independence Road, 
Orwell, VT 05067 - 
Household Goods

WARNING
ADDISON CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

SPECIAL MEETING
MARCH 7, 2023

Member Districts are Bridport, Cornwall, Middlebury, Ripton, Salisbury, 
Shoreham and Weybridge

The legal voters of the Addison Central School District are hereby warned to 
meet at the following polling places on March 7, 2023 to vote by Australian Ballot 
on the following article(s) of business:

District Location Polling Hours
Bridport Bridport Community/Masonic Hall 7:00 AM-7:00 PM  
Cornwall Cornwall Town Hall 7:00 AM-7:00 PM
Middlebury Middlebury Recreation Center/Gym 7:00 AM-7:00 PM
 154 Creek Road
Ripton Ripton Community House 8:00 AM-7:00 PM
Salisbury	 Salisbury	Town	Office	 8:00	AM-7:00	PM
Shoreham	 Shoreham	Town	Office	 7:00	AM-7:00	PM
Weybridge	 Weybridge	Town	Clerk’s	Office	 7:00	AM-7:00	PM

ARTICLE 1: Shall the voters of the Addison Central School District vote to 
authorize the ACSD school board to expend $42,269,305, which is the 
amount the ACSD school board has determined to be necessary for the 
ensuing fiscal year?  

ARTICLE 2: Shall the voters of the Addison Central School District vote to 
authorize the ACSD school board to appropriate $1,520,974 of the FY 
2022 Unassigned Fund Balance to the ACSD Capital Reserve Fund?

ARTICLE 3: Shall the voters of the Addison Central School District vote to 
approve increasing the board stipend for each board member from 
$500 to $1200 per year?

ARTICLE 4: To elect four (5) school directors from the nominees to serve on the 
Addison Central School District Board for the following terms: 

 Two (2) who are residents of Middlebury for a three-year term.
 One (1) who is a resident of Bridport for a three-year term.
 One (1) who is a resident of Cornwall for a one-year term.                               
 (unexpired term)
 One (1) who is a resident of Salisbury for a three-year term.

Ballots shall be commingled and counted at Middlebury Union High School 
by representatives of  the Boards of Civil Authority of the member town school 
districts under the supervision of the District Clerk of Addison Central School 
District.
 Linda J. Barrett, Clerk                              
 Victoria Jette, Chair

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY SELECTBOARD
NOTICE OF VACANCY TO APPOINTED

TOWN POSITIONS WITH THE ADDISON COUNTY 
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
The Town of Middlebury is seeing applicants interested in serving on behalf 

of the Town on the Addison County Solid Waste Management District’s Board 
of Supervisors. One vacancy serves as the primary representative of the Town 
on the ACSWMD Board, and the other as the Town’s Alternate on the Board.

If interested, please submit an Application for Appointment to the Town of 
Middlebury’s Town Manager’s Office, 77 Main Street, Middlebury, or email your 
completed application to bdow@townofmiddlebury.org by Wednesday, March 
8th, 2023. Application forms can be found on the Town’s website. If you would 
like to find out more about this position, please contact us at 802-388-8100, 
Ext. 202.

The Middlebury Selectboard will be making its final decision on these two 
appointed positions at the March 14, 2023 Selectboard meeting.

TOWN OF ORWELL
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

The Town of Orwell is soliciting proposals for the replacement of the roof at 
the Orwell Town Office Building by qualified roofing professionals. The project 
includes the removal and replacement of the existing roof. For complete RFP, 
interested parties can contact the Orwell Town office at 802-948-2032 or by 
emailing selectboard@townoforwellvt.org. RFP submission deadline is March 
27, 2023.

TOWN of MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT
WARNING

Annual Town Meeting
March 6 and March 7, 2023

The legal voters of the Town of Middlebury, in the County of Addison, the State 
of Vermont are hereby warned and notified to meet at the Middlebury Union High 
School Auditorium at 73 Charles Avenue in Middlebury  on Monday, March 6, 
2023 at 7:00 P.M. to act on Articles 1 through 7, and to discuss Articles 8 through 
10, and on Tuesday, March 7, 2023 from 7:00 A.M. through 7:00 P.M. at the 
Recreation Center, 154 Creek Road in Middlebury, to vote by Australian ballot on 
Articles 8 through 10 as provided by the Middlebury Town Charter.

With respect to Article 8, the legal voters of the Town of Middlebury are further 
notified that an informational meeting will be held on Monday, March 6, 2023 at 
7:30 p.m. at the Middlebury Union High School Auditorium for the purpose of 
reviewing the proposal for issuing a bond for construction of a water tank for its 
public drinking water system.  Information on the bond proposal will be presented 
under Article 7 of the Annual Town Meeting Warning.
Article 1 To act upon the reports of the Town Officers. 
Article 2 Shall the voters of the Town of Middlebury vote to adopt the proposed 

budget for the Fiscal Year 2024 (July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024) in 
the amount of $12,921,448 with a portion thereof in the amount of 
$8,553,380 to be raised by taxes and $809,308 to be allocated from 
annual local option tax receipts in excess of debt and maintenance 
requirements of the Cross Street Bridge to offset spending for Capital 
Improvements?

Article 3 Shall the voters of the Town of Middlebury vote, pursuant to 24 VSA 
§ 2408(a), to authorize the Selectboard to apply up to $228,496 from 
the Cross Street Bridge Reserve Fund to offset increased capital 
improvement expenses of $92,860 and PD Adaptive Reuse Building 
debt service expense of $135,636? 

Article 4 Shall the voters of the Town of Middlebury vote, pursuant to 24 VSA 
§ 2408(a), to authorize the Selectboard to apply up to $295,000 
from the Cross Street Bridge Reserve Fund for the purchase of the 
former Maverick Gas Station at 82 Court Street for the purpose of 
reconfiguring the intersection of Court Street, Monroe Street and 
Charles Avenue? 

Article 5 Shall the voters of the Town of Middlebury vote, pursuant to 24 VSA 
§ 2408(a), to authorize the Selectboard to apply up to One Million 
Dollars ($1,000,000) from the Cross Street Bridge Reserve Fund for 
the purpose of constructing of a water tank for its public drinking water 
system?

Article 6 Shall the voters of the Town of Middlebury vote to collect taxes on 
real property for fiscal year 2023/2024 in TWO equal installments 
due in the Treasurer’s Office on the 15th day of November 2023 and 
the 15th day of March 2024?

Article 7 To transact other business proper to be done.
[For voting by Australian Ballot on Tuesday, March 7, 2023,

polls open from 7:00 A.M. to 7:00 P.M.]
Article 8 Shall general obligation bonds or notes of the Town of Middlebury in an 

amount not to exceed Three Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars 
($3,500,000) subject to reduction from available alternate sources of 
funding, be issued for the purpose of financing the construction of 
a water tank for its public drinking water system, the estimated cost 
of such improvements being Three Million Five Hundred Thousand 
Dollars ($3,500,000). 

Article 9 Shall the Town vote to adopt the following amendments to the 
Charter of the Town of Middlebury? 

Language to be added is underlined, and deleted language has a strikethrough.
*Section 302, Elective officers, revise (a) by deleting “(7) Town 
Treasurer” from the list of officers elected by the Town at its annual 
Town Meeting:

(7) Town Treasurer

* Section 305, Treasurer, revise (a) as follows:

(a) The Treasurer shall be appointed by the Selectboard. elected annually 
at the annual meeting and shall serve for a three year term.

* Section 306, Appointed Officers, revise (d), by adding “(7) a Town 
Treasurer” to the list of officers the appointed by the Selectboard:

(7) a Town Treasurer

Article 10 To elect officers as required by the Middlebury Town Charter.
The legal voters of the Town of Middlebury are further notified that voter 
qualification, registration and absentee voting shall be as provided in Chapters 
43 and 51 of Title 17, Vermont Statutes Annotated.
Dated at Middlebury, Vermont this 24th day of January 2023.

Brian R. Carpenter, Chair     Lindsey Fuentes-George, Vice Chair
Heather Seeley, Farhad Khan, Dan Brown, Andy Hooper, Isabel Gogarty

MIDDLEBURY SELECTBOARD

MIDDLEBURY CEMETERY 
ASSOCIATION

PUBLIC NOTICE
The annual meeting of the Middlebury 
Cemetery Association will be held at 
the offices of Langrock, Sperry & Wool, 
111 S. Pleasant St., Middlebury, VT on 
Wednesday, March 8, 2023, at 5pm.

   
  

Public 
Notices

 can be found in this
ADDISON INDEPENDENT  

on Pages 6B, 11B
and 12B.

Email your Public Notices to 
legals@addisonindependent.com

and Jenna makes sure
it gets in the paper

Article 1 To elect all town officers as required by law, by Australian ballot, voting 
to be held at Burnham Hall, 52 East River Road, polls to be open from 7:00 
a.m. until 7:00 p.m., Tuesday March 7, 2023.

Offices for Election on Tuesday, March 7, 2023 
Office Term Length Vote for
Selectboard 3 years 1
Selectboard 2 years 1
Town Clerk 1 year remaining 1
Town Treasurer 1 year 1
First Constable 1 year 1
Second Constable 1 year 1
Collector of Delinquent Taxes 1 year 1
Town Meeting Moderator 1 year 1
Lister 3 years 1
Lister 2 years remaining 1
Lincoln Library Trustee 3 years 2

The legal voters of the Town of Lincoln and the Lincoln School District are 
hereby warned and notified to meet at Burnham Hall, 52 East River Road on 
Monday, March 6, 2023 at 6:00 p.m. to discuss and transact business, and on 
Tuesday, March 7, 2023 at Burnham Hall, 52 East River Road, the polls to open 
7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. for voting by Australian ballot.

TOWN OF LINCOLN
WARNING

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING AND LINCOLN SCHOOL DISTRICT MEETING

Article 2 To act upon the reports of the Town Officers and the Lincoln School 
District Officers.

Article 3 Shall the Town authorize the payment of real property taxes to the 
Town Treasurer, in two equal installments, with the due dates being the second 
Wednesday of October [October 11, 2023] and the second Wednesday of 
March [March 13, 2024], per 32 V.S.A. 4871? 

Article 4 Shall the Town collect interest on overdue taxes from the due date of 
each installment in the amount of .5% (1/2 of 1%) per month or fraction thereof, 
in accordance with 32 V.S.A 4873?  

Article 5 Shall the voters authorize a total Highway Fund expenditure for 
operating expenses of $1,137,604 (which includes FY22 $12,219 deficit) of 
which $950,788 shall be raised by taxes and $186,816 by non-tax revenues?

Article 6 Shall the voters authorize a total General Fund expenditure for 
operating expenses of $450,732 of which $ 276,559 shall be raised by taxes, 
$155,864 by non-tax revenues and $18,310 which is surplus revenue?

RECESS TOWN MEETING; OPEN LINCOLN SCHOOL DISTRICT MEETING  
ADJOURN LINCOLN SCHOOL DISTRICT MEETING; RE-OPEN TOWN 

MEETING 
Article 7 Shall the Town of Lincoln vote to authorize a sum of $175,000 for further 

restoration and improvement of existing Class 2 asphalt surface town highways, 
to be deposited in the paving reserve fund?

Am’t $ Agency Name 
$ 1,250 Addison County Home Health and Hospice, Inc
200 Addison County Court Diversion Program
1,300 Addison County Parent/Child Center
600 Addison County Readers
400 Addison County River Watch 
1,170 Tri-Valley Transit (formerly ACTR)
500 Addison County Economic Development Corporation
2,500 Bristol Recreation Department 
1,100 Age Well (formerly CVAAA)
750 Comm. Health Svcs of Addison Cty – Open Door Clinic
1,600 Counseling Service of Addison County, Inc.
700 Elderly Services, Inc
2,000 HOPE (ACCAG)
250 Homeward Bound 
1,000 John W Graham Emergency Shelter
1,000 Turning Point Center of Addison County
490 Retired Senior Volunteer Program( RSVP)
500 Vermont Adult Learning
1,250 WomenSafe
1,000 Charter House Coalition
300 Addison Allies Network
$19,860.00 Total

Article 8 Shall the Town of Lincoln vote to authorize a sum of $10,000 for 
contracted law enforcement services?

Article 9 Shall the Town of Lincoln vote to appropriate the sum of $5,500 to help 
support the Lincoln Cooperative Preschool?

Article 10 Shall the Town of Lincoln vote to appropriate the sum of $44,000 in 
support of the Lincoln Library?

Article 11 Shall the Town of Lincoln vote to appropriate the sum of $3,000 to help 
support Lincoln Sports, Inc.?

Article 12 Shall the Town of Lincoln vote to appropriate the sum of $55,896 to the 
Lincoln Volunteer Fire Company? 

Article 13 Shall the Town of Lincoln vote to appropriate the sum of $7,500 to 
Bristol Rescue?

Article 14 Shall the Town of Lincoln vote to appropriate the sum of $5,000 to the 
Lincoln Cemetery Association?

Article 15 Shall the town of Lincoln vote to appropriate the sum of $1,000 to help 
support the Lincoln Community School Mentor Program?

Article 16 Shall the Town of Lincoln vote to approve the following agency 
requests?

Agenda for Meeting at Burnham Hall, 52 East River Road on Monday, 
March 6, 2023 at 6:00 p.m.

Article 17 To transact any other legal and proper business when met.
Dated this 24th day of January, 2023.
Town of Lincoln Selectboard
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Middlebury yoga teacher Prem Prakash 
prepares to make a lift at the International 

Powerlifting League North American 
Championships in St. Louis this past November. 

He won the gold medal in his division, set four 
Vermont State records and qualified for the 

2023 World Championships in England. 

 PHOTO COURTESY OF PREM PRAKASH

hen most folks in Addison 
County hear the name 
Prem Prakash, they think 
yoga. The East Middlebury 
resident has been teaching 
yoga and meditation in 
our area for more than 30 
years. 

These days he works 
primarily at Middlebury 
College, training almost 

every varsity sports team — from football to 
ice hockey to squash — in yoga practices 
he designs to support injury prevention and 
recovery, mind-body connection and peak 
performance. 

When he’s not working with athletes, Prem 
Prakash is translating esoteric Sanskrit texts 
into English. 

But over the last couple years the 63-year-old 
yogi has been quietly training his own body for 

a very different athletic pursuit: powerlifting.

And as it turns out, he’s quite good at it.

In November, Prem Prakash (it is one name 
in two parts) traveled to St. Louis for the 
International Powerlifting League North 
American Championships, where he won the 
gold medal in his division, set four Vermont 
state records and qualified for the 2023 World 
Championships, which take place next October 
in Coventry, England. Not bad for a rookie. 

It all started in 2020. Prem Prakash’s son, 
20-year-old Jahnu, who lives in a cabin on 
his parents’ East Middlebury property, is an 

SEE LIFT ON PAGE 3
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THERE’S “SOMETHING VERY 
PRIMAL ABOUT LIFTING A 
HEAVY WEIGHT. IT’S A LITTLE 
BIT MEATHEAD, A LITTLE BIT 
MYSTICAL.” — Prem Prakash
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The art of mycology: fungi photos on display 
ycology is the scientific study of 
fungi. Meg Madden is a local artist 
with a passion for this science, 
sparked while out on a hike with 
her young daughter during March 
of 2020, the early days of the 
pandemic lockdown. Her daughter 
spied a bit of bright red amidst 

the neutral tones of a mud season in Vermont, 
leading Madden to what would become a 
new vocation. Her natural curiosity drove her 
to seek out more knowledge about this and 
other varieties in her local woods and beyond, 
where she found an astonishing array of colors 
and shapes to record. Already an experienced 
photographer, Madden began to collect 
images of the fungi she spotted on her treks 
and soon began sharing them on an Instagram 
account that has since acquired over 43,000 
followers. Accumulating deep knowledge over 
the past three years, Madden is now exercising 
another of her passions — educating and 
inspiring others.

Madden can often be found in the forests 
of her childhood practicing what she 
calls “mushroom yoga” — laying on the 
ground, standing on her head, or balancing 
precariously on a log — to capture the perfect 
snail’s-eye view of her favorite photo subject: 
Fungi! Her colorful, highly detailed mushroom 
portraits offer an intimate look into the often-
overlooked world of these extraordinary 
organisms. 

The Jackson Gallery will exhibit a selection of 
these portraits enlarged as framed archival 
prints for viewing and purchase. There will 
be a reception for the artist on Tuesday, 
Feb. 28, from 5-7 p.m., which is open to all. 
Madden will return with a slideshow and talk 
on Tuesday, March 14, at 6 p.m., in the Byers 
Studio. The exhibit is offered in conjunction 
with the upcoming release of Madden’s new 
book, “This is a Book for People Who Love 
Mushrooms” (Running Press; March 7, 2023), a 
guide to the wonderful world of mushrooms. 

Inspired by the belief that people are more 
likely to take care of something they love, 
Madden finds great joy in facilitating fun and 
meaningful connections between humans 
and nature. She shares her knowledge 
and contagious passion for the fantastic 
world of fungi through visually engaging 
presentations, mushroom walks, and via her 
Instagram gallery @megmaddendesign. An 
advocate for fungal diversity and community 
science, Madden teaches iNaturalist classes 
and organizes Bioblitzes. She is working 
on a species list for the state, an ongoing 
project which earned her a position on the 
Fungal Scientific Advisory Group to Vermont’s 

Endangered Species Committee. 

The exhibit will be on display Feb. 24 through 
March 19. The Jackson Gallery in Town Hall 
Theater’s lower level at 68 S. Pleasant Street in 
Middlebury is open Monday-Friday from noon-
5 p.m., as well as during THT performances.

For more info visit townhalltheater.org.

M

Details
THE ART OF MYCOLOGY: MUSHROOM 
PHOTOGRAPHS BY MEG MADDEN
An exhibit of selected photographs in the 
Jackson Gallery at Town Hall Theater, on 
view Feb. 24-March 19.

Opening reception:  
Tuesday, Feb. 28, 5-7 p.m.
Slideshow and talk:  
Tuesday, March 14, 6 p.m.

Meg Madden (upper right) takes photos of fungi in 
our woods including the Bleeding Fairy Helmet (upper 
left) and Rainbow Turkey Tails (above). 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF MEG MADDEN 
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LIFT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MMA fighter. 
One aspect 
of training for 
this mixed 
martial arts full-
contact sport 
is weightlifting, 
which Jahnu 

had been doing at a local gym. 

When the pandemic struck, Jahnu decided he’d 
rather work out at home, and Prem Prakash 
offered up his basement. They bought some 
basic equipment — a weight bench, bar bells, 
mats — pushed aside the tool cabinet, table 
saw and other clutter that had been occupying 
the humble, unfinished space, and set up a 
training room.

“I started lifting with Jahnu as a father-son thing,” 
recalls Prem Prakash. 

But this yogi has a competitive spirit; before long 
he was looking online for local competitions. 

“Yoga and powerlifting are two separate worlds,” 
he acknowledged, but there’s more overlap than 
you might expect. From the yoga perspective, 
Prem Prakash explained, there are two energies 
intrinsic to life: cooperation and competition.

“I think you could say that yoga is more the 
cooperative spirit — and cooperation 
is essential. You can’t have a 
community, a family or even a body 
without cooperation,” Prem Prakash 
said. “And yet, competition is inherent 
in us.”

He started participating in 
powerlifting meets around Vermont, 
training four days a week, and pretty 
soon he had qualified for the North 

American Championships, where he joined 600 
other weightlifters vying for gold. Jahnu came 
along, too, to support his dad. 

“He was my corner man,” recalled Prem Prakash.

The scene at the competition surprised Prem 
Prakash. He hadn’t expected other weightlifters 
to be so encouraging, to cheer each other on so 
enthusiastically. There’s “something very primal 
about lifting a heavy weight,” he said. “It’s a little 
bit meathead, a little bit mystical.”

The competition includes three lifts: the squat, in 
which you lift a barbell over your head from the 
back of your shoulders; the bench press, where 
you lie on your back and lift a barbell off your 
chest; and the dead lift, in which you lift a barbell 
up from the ground to your waist.

Prem Prakash’s personal records — so far — are 
a 255-pound squat, 205-pound bench press and 
315-pound dead lift. His own body weighed just 
148 pounds at the St. Louis competition.

“Quite frankly I’m on the upper end of the age 
spectrum,” Prem Prakash acknowledged. But 
working with the college athletes continues to 
inspire him to give the competition his all. 

“I hope to bring home a medal from worlds,”  
he said.

802-443-MIDD (6433)  •  go.middlebury.edu/pas

The Wilds
February 24 and 25  n  7:30 pm 
Mahaney Arts Center, Dance Theatre 
$25/20/10/5

Choral Chameleon: 
Music for Chameleons
March 3  n  7:30 pm 
Mahaney Arts Center, Robison Hall; or stream from home 
$25/20/15/10/5

“YOU CAN’T HAVE A COMMUNITY, 
A FAMILY OR EVEN A BODY 
WITHOUT COOPERATION. AND 
YET, COMPETITION IS INHERENT 
IN US.” — Prem Prakash

A shelf in Prem Prakash’s basement home gym is 
adorned with medals he won at the big powerlifting 
championship last fall, as well as Middlebury College 
sports memorabilia, including the women’s hockey 2022 
NCAA Championship trophy. Over three decades, the 
local yoga teacher has trained college athletes in yoga 
practices that help them prevent injuries and perform 
their best.

LONGTIME LOCAL YOGA teacher Prem Prakash has recently begun training as a competitive powerlifter. 
He trains four days a week in his basement gym and is looking forward to competing in the 2023 World 

Championships, which take place next October in England. INDEPENDENT PHOTOS/MEGAN JAMES
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he James Beard Foundation 
announced at the end of January its 
2023 Restaurant and Chef Awards 
Semifinalists. And guess who made 
the list? Our very own Haymaker 
Bun Company here in Middlebury. 
Congratulations to Caroline Corrente, 
chef-owner of Haymaker Bun!

The 2023 
Restaurant and 
Chef Semifinalists 

are recognized across 23 categories, including 
the new Award for Outstanding Bakery — 
which is the nomination Haymaker received. 
The 20 nominations in each category will 
be narrowed down to five nominees in each 
category on Wednesday, March 29, and 
winners will be celebrated at the James Beard 
Restaurant and Chef Awards Ceremony on 
Monday, June 5, at the Lyric Opera of Chicago.  

“Congratulations to all our 2023 James 
Beard Award Semifinalists! This is always 
an exhilarating moment as we kick off the 
Awards cycle and recognize the outstanding 
achievements of individuals and teams across 
the country,” said Clare Reichenbach, CEO 
of the James Beard Foundation, in a press 
release. “After a year of fundamental changes, 
we look forward to building on the progress 
made, celebrating those paving a better future 
for us all — through their talent and craft, 
service to others, and commitment to a better, 
more sustainable industry.”

The Outstanding Bakery category recognizes 
a baker of breads, pastries or desserts who 
demonstrates consistent excellence in food, 
atmosphere, hospitality and operations 
while contributing positively to their broader 
community.

“I was shocked,” Corrente said when she got 

the news from a friend about Haymaker Bun’s 
nomination. “I’m not a very emotional person, 
but I burst into tears when I found out… A 
James Beard is kind of the highest honor (next 
to a Michelin star) to be bestowed upon a chef. 
It’s been unbelievable.”

Corrente started the business in June 2017 
and has since shifted her role as lead baker to 
more of a general manager, but like any good 
small business she wears “all the hats.”

“This award is 100% for our team,” Corrente 
said. “I could never have done this without 
them.

“People ask if winning this kind of award was 
ever a goal of mine,” Corrente continued. 
“Honestly it was never my goal because I never 
thought it’d be attainable — it’s just such a 
sweet surprise.”

The past couple years hasn’t been easy on 
the restaurant industry and Haymaker Bun 
Company was no exception. Corrente cited 
closing the location at her husband’s business, 
The Arcadian in Middlebury, as a low; but this 
nomination is lifting her right back up. 

“It feels really validating in a way,” she said. “My 

goal has always been to create a space for the 
community, to gather, celebrate, meet, all of 
those things. And the definition of the James 
Beard Outstanding Bakery award, is providing 
an outstanding place, in addition to excellent 
baked goods. My goal has always been to 
serve this community and keep really good 
food out for people.”

The James Beard Awards, considered to 
be among the nation’s most prestigious 
honors, recognize exceptional talent in the 
culinary and food media industries, as well 
as a demonstrated commitment to racial and 
gender equity, community, sustainability and a 
culture where all can thrive. 

Vermont pulled in four other nominations for 
this year’s James Beard Award nominations: 

Outstanding Pastry Chef or Baker: Amanda 
Wildermuth, Honey Road, Burlington

Outstanding Wine and Other Beverages 
Program: Foam Brewers, Burlington

Best Chef: Northeast (CT, MA, ME, NH, RI, VT): 
Mojo Hancy-Davis, May Day, Burlington; and 
Alganesh Michael, A Taste of Abyssinia, South 
Burlington.

As the next round approaches, Corrente is 
realistic but hopeful. 

“I just bake, and if I make it to the next round… 
that’s awesome. But it is what it is,” she said. 
“I’m just going to focus on putting out the best 
food we can.”

For more information on James Beard Awards 
visit jamesbeard.org. Follow Haymaker Bun 
Company to see if they’re a semifinalist on 
March 29 @haymakerbuns on Instagram and 
Facebook.  

Haymaker awarded James Beard nomination

The Cutting Edge: Staged Reading Series presents ‘Sophia’

T

Middlebury Acting Company’s Cutting Edge 
Staged Reading Series returns for the sixth 
season of provocative, relevant, intelligent 
plays.

The first reading, “Sophia” by Claire Kiechel, 
will be performed at Town Hall Theater (Byers 
Studio) on Sunday, Feb. 26, at 4 p.m.

Before the Nicene Creed in 325AD, before 
Christianity became the official religion of the 
Roman Empire, women were preachers and 
prophetesses for The Way. This is a story about 
one of them who has a final chance to have 
her story heard, until it is lost to the annals of 

history. Set in both 2016 and 216, “Sophia” tells 
a new story about an ancient book.

Directed by Delante Keys and produced by 
Rebecca Strum, the cast includes Marianne 
DiMascio, Johnny Viel, Gina Stevensen, Ashley 
Snow, Brittany “Beamer” Wallace, and Zeina 
Salame.

A talk-back with the actors and director will 
follow the performance.

Suggested donation $10. For more info visit 
townhalltheater.org or middleburyactors.org/
cutting-edge-series.

DELANTE KEYS

ELSIE
 LYNN PARINI

BY

Haymaker Bun Company’s classic OG Bun.
PHOTO COURTESY OF CAROLINE CORRENTE
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SEE EXHIBITS ON PAGE 14

ARIES: March 21/April 20. Take a few deep 
breaths before forging ahead with a plan that 
you have in mind, Aries. You might need to 
think things through a 
little more in the days 
to come.

TAURUS: April 21/May 
21. Taurus, when a new 
opportunity arises, you 
may feel like a fish out 
of water until you get 
into a routine. After that 
learning period, things 
will come more easily.

GEMINI: May 22/June 
21. Gemini, do not wait 
around for change to 
come. Sometimes you 
have to get the ball 
rolling yourself. Put 
plans in motion and 
figure out who will  
join you.

CANCER: June 22/July 
22. Cancer, right now 
is a big waiting game, 
and that could have you 
feeling a bit frustrated. 
If you are ready for 
action, take on a hobby 
or something else to 
stay busy.

LEO: July 23/Aug. 23. 
Leo, you may get wind 
that others are talking 
about you when you are 
not around. Remember 
that all publicity is good 
publicity. You’re on 
their minds and that’s 
important.

VIRGO: Aug. 24/Sept. 
22. Virgo, after a few tumultuous months, you 
finally get into a groove and forge a new path for 
yourself. You may be surprised by what comes 
your way.

LIBRA: Sept. 23/Oct. 23. You may joke about 
something that someone else takes very 
seriously, Libra. Be careful with your words 

to avoid offending 
someone you care 
about.

SCORPIO: Oct. 24/
Nov. 22. You may have a 
lot of ideas, Scorpio, but 
it is essential to figure 
out funding if those 
plans are to be put in 
motion. This includes 
home improvements.

SAGITTARIUS: Nov. 
23/Dec. 21. Sagittarius, 
it’s time to embrace 
your love of culture, 
as you need to start 
pushing the creative 
side rather than the 
analytical one. Visit a 
museum when time 
permits.

CAPRICORN: Dec. 22/
Jan. 20. Opportunity 
awaits if you know 
where to look, 
Capricorn. A new 
business venture could 
be right around the 
corner. Start thinking of 
ways to get involved.

AQUARIUS: Jan. 21/
Feb. 18. Aquarius, a 
big project is finished 
and you could not be 
happier. That pressure 
may have been 
weighing you down and 
now you have more free 
time.

PISCES: Feb. 19/March 20. Pisces, your 
own mind could be your only obstacle this 
week. Clear this mental hurdle and enjoy the 
challenges ahead.

Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30, Sat. 10-2  • Rt. 7 So., Middlebury
802-388-2800 •  www.middleburyfloralandgifts.com

In the depths In the depths 
of winter, of winter, 

we’ve got a we’ve got a 
little spring!little spring!

OPEN: M-F 10-5 and Saturday 9:30-4

260 Court Street, Middlebury, Vt. 05753
802-388-3559   www.middleburysewnvac.com

Offer valid Feb. 1 - 28, 2023GET DETAILSGET DETAILS

with purchase of a
creativecreative
iconicon™™ 2 2

Enjoy a

$1,000$1,000
IN-STOREIN-STORE

SHOPPING SHOPPING 
SPREESPREE

BRISTOL • VT

 

453-7799

Tues-Thurs 11am-5pm
Fri 11-7pm, Sat 10am-5pm
Sun 12-4pm • Closed Mon

Knitting Trivia!
Modern knitting needles are commonly 
made of wood, bamboo and metal. In early 
forms of knitting, what materials were used 
to make knitting needles?  Come in and tell 
us the correct answer and receive 10% off 
your entire purchase!

hermitthrushfiberco.com

FEB. 23 — George Frideric Handel, composer (d)
FEB. 24 — Edward James Olmos, actor, 
director, producer, activist (76)
FEB. 25 — George Harrison, musician (d)

FEB. 26 — Johnny Cash (d) 
FEB. 27 — Constantine the Great, Roman 
emperor (d)
FEB. 28 — Linus Pauling, scientist, Nobel 
Laureate (d)
MARCH 1 — Frédéric Chopin, composer (d)

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

ART
O N  E X H I B I T

BRANDON ARTISTS GUILD
7 Center St, Brandon
brandonartistsguild.org | 802-247-4956

“2023 Student Art Show.” It’s the annual artapalooza! 
Every February BAG stages an art explosion, filling 
the gallery with work from students in the Brandon 
elementary school, middle and high schools. On 
view Feb. 3-26. Student visitors to the gallery can 
enter a raffle to win art supplies, too.

EDGEWATER AT THE FALLS
1 Mill Street, Middlebury
Visit edgewatergallery.com, call 802-458-0098 or email 
info@edgewatergallery-vt.com for more info.

“Inner Landscapes,” a new collection of abstract 
paintings by Sara Katz based on an exploration of 
botanical forms. Katz was raised in Cabot, Vt., on a 
vegetable farm with a greenhouse and nursery and 
therefore often returns to the study of plant life, which 
is both a familiar and important theme in her life. In this 
series the forms dance with bold colors and dynamic 
compositions filled with movement and energy. On 
view through February.

EDGEWATER GALLERy  
ON THE GREEN 
6 Merchants Row, Middlebury
Visit edgewatergallery.com, call the gallery at 802-989-
7419 or email info@edgewatergallery-vt.com.

“The Way I See It” a solo exhibition of paintings by Lynn 
Johnson. Johnson is a still life painter who describes her 
large scale works on canvas and paper as a dialogue 
between abstraction and representation. She finds 
inspiration in industrialized forms juxtaposed against 
those that are organic, asymmetrical, and perfectly 
imperfect.  It’s all about movement, gesture and being 
messy, spontaneous and impulsive. On view Feb. 
21-March 22.

JACKSON GALLERy
68 S Pleasant Street, Middlebury
Visit townhalltheater.org/jackson-gallery or call 802-
382-9222 for more info.

“The Art of Mycology: Mushroom Photographs” by 
Meg Madden, an exhibit of selected photographs 
of fungi Madden has captured in the woods around 
Addison County. An opening reception will be held 
Tuesday, Feb. 28, 5-7 p.m. and a slideshow and talk will 
follow on Tuesday, March 14, 6 p.m. The exhibit will be 
on view Feb. 24-March 19.

MIDDLEBURy COLLEGE  
MUSEUM OF ART
72 Porter Field Rd, Middlebury
For more info visit middlebury.edu/museum/exhibitions.

“Urban Cadence: Street Scenes from Lagos and 
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MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY TELEVISION:

P.O. Box 785, Middlebury, Vt. 05753MCTV SCHEDULE Channels 1071 & 1091
Please see the MCTV website, www.middleburycommunitytv.org, for changes 
in the schedule; MCTV events, classes and news; and to view many programs 

online. Submit listings to the above address, or call 388-3062.

MCTV Channel 1071
Friday, February 24
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight
6 a.m. Legislative Breakfast
7:30 a.m. Congregational Church 
10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Church
5:30 p.m.  Energy Week
6:30 p.m. Legislative Breakfast, 

Montpelier Happy Hour
Saturday, February 25
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight 
8 a.m. Dr. Campbell
9 a.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
10 a.m. Selectboard, Legislative 

Breakfast, Public Affairs
4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Service
5:30 p.m. Eckankar
6 p.m. Energy Week
7 p.m. Catholic Mass
7:30 p.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
8:30 p.m. Legislative Breakfast
9:40 p.m. Public Affairs
Sunday, February 26
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight 
7 a.m. Green Mountain Care (GMC) 

Board
8 a.m. Dr. Campbell
9 a.m. Catholic Mass

10 a.m. Energy Week
11 a.m.  Memorial Baptist Service
4 p.m. Congregational Service
5:30 p.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
6:30 p.m. Eckankar
7 p.m. Catholic Mass
7:30 p.m. Legislative Breakfast
9:30 p.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
10:30 p.m. Selectboard
Monday, February 27
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight
7 a.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
8 a.m. Dr. John Campbell
9 a.m. Energy Week
10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
7 p.m. Special Selectboard
Tuesday, February 28
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight
5 a.m. Energy Week
6 a.m. Dr. John Campbell
9:30 a.m. Eckankar
10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
4 p.m. Congregational Service
5:30 p.m. Energy Week
7 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs 
Wednesday, March 1
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight
5:30 a.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
6:30 a.m. Energy Week

7:30 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
9:30 a.m. Catholic Mass
10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
5 p.m. Dr. John Campbell
6 p.m. Energy Week
7 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs 
Thursday, March 2
8 a.m. Congregational Service
11 a.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
12 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
8 p.m. Energy Week
9 p.m. Eckankar
10 p.m. Dr. John Campbell

MCTV Channel 1091 
Friday, February 24
5 a.m. Music in the Morning
7:45 a.m. Current Topics in Science
9 a.m. Vermont Master Naturalist
10 a.m. Author Talks
12 p.m. Bernie Sanders State of the 

Union Essay Contest Round Table
2 p.m. School Board Meetings
7 p.m. MUMS Winter Concert
7:40 p.m. HU Jazz Night
9:50 a.m. Current Topics in Science 
Saturday, February 25
4 a.m. Yoga
5 a.m. Vermont Master Naturalist

7 a.m. MUMS Winter Concert
7:45 a.m. Current Topics in Science
9 a.m. State of the Union Essay 

Contest Round Table
2:30 p.m. GMALL Lecture: A Violin’s Life
4 p.m. The World Fusion Show
4:30 p.m. Yoga for Kids
5 p.m. All Things LGTQ
6 p.m. MUMS Winter Concert
6:40 p.m. HU Jazz Night 
Sunday, February 26
12 a.m. State House Education 

Meetings 
5 a.m. Music in the Morning
7 a.m. Vermont Master Naturalist
8 a.m. State of the Union Essay 

Contest Round Table
12 p.m. School Board Meetings
4 p.m. All Things LGBTQ 
5 p.m. Author Talks
7 p.m. MUMS Winter Concert
7:40 p.m. Play Every Town
9 p.m. State Board of Education 
Monday, February 27
5 a.m. Yoga
8 a.m. School Board Meetings
12 p.m. Author Talks
4 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
5 p.m. HU Jazz Night  

7:10 p.m. Owls of New England 
8:30 p.m. Live Performance by Alexis 

Pastuhov
Tuesday, February 28
7 a.m School Board Meetings
1 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
2 p.m. Vermont Master Naturalist
4 p.m. Alexis Pastuhov
4:25 p.m. Yoga for Kids
7 p.m. ACSD Annual Meeting (LIVE)
Wednesday, March 1
6:30 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
7:30 a.m. Author Talks
11:25 a.m. Alexis Pastuhov
12 p.m. Current Topics in Science
6 p.m. ACSD Annual Meeting, other 

Recent School Board Meetings 
Thursday, March 2
5 a.m. Yoga
9 a.m.  ACSD Annual Meeting, other 

Meetings
4:30 p.m. Yoga for Kids
5 p.m. All Things LGTQ
6 p.m. Vermont Master Naturalist
7 p.m. Wintering Birds
7:45 p.m. Current Topics in Science
9 p.m. Author Talks

FRIDAY, FEB. 24
YOUTH ICE FISHING CLINIC IN FERRISBURGH. 
Friday. Feb. 24, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Lake Champlain Maritime 
Museum, Basin Harbor Rd. CANCELLED due to warm 
weather. Info at lcmm.org/event/ice-fishing-feb-22.

“VERMONT IN THE MOVIES” IN BRANDON. Friday, 
Feb. 24, 6 p.m., Brandon Town Hall, 1 Conant Sq. 
Vermont has been a featured location in Hollywood 
movies for nearly a century. It has represented many 
different ideals during that time, and its portrayal 
reflects both Vermont’s own history as well as 
American history. Amanda Kay Gustin of the Vermont 
Historical Society will provide background and share 
clips ranging chronologically from 1919’s “Way Down 
East” to 2005s “Thank you for Smoking.” Free and open 
to the public. More info at brandonmuseum.org.

LAUREL JENKINS DANCE: “THE WILDS” IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Friday, Feb. 24, 7:30 p.m., Dance 
Theater, Mahaney Arts Center, 72 Porter Field Rd. 
Live dancers with motion capture technology and 
simultaneous animation create The Wilds before 
your eyes. Part mythology, part utopian vision, 
the performance echoes patterns of nature, from 
the subatomic to the cosmological, to reveal 
the interconnectedness of all beings. Tickets 
$25/20/10/5; streaming tickets $15/5. More info at 
middlebury.edu/events.

“THE LETTERS OF CHARLOTTE” ON STAGE IN 
BRANDON. Friday, Feb. 24, 7:30 p.m., *RESCHEDULED 
FROM DEC. 16* Barn Opera House, 1321 Pearl St. It’s 
Christmas time, and the aging Charlotte is reminiscing 
about her time with her first love, the poet Werther. 
Told through a series of letters and flashbacks, 
Goethe’s story is a tremendously tragic love story 
made even more powerful by the passionate music 
of Massenet Experience this adaptation of Massenet’s 

“Werther” in the intimate Barn Opera House. Tickets 
$45-$55, available at barnopera.com/tickets. 

SATURDAY, FEB. 25
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB SNOWSHOE TO EXPLORE 
IN BRANDON. Saturday, Feb. 25, Brandon Gap. Explore 
the Brandon back country area, climb Sunrise Bowl 
and Goshen Mountain. Wander through the open 
woods off the Long Trail and be inspired by the snow. 
Snowshoes required, poles suggested. Contact Ellen 
Cronan for details and to register, ecronana@yahoo.
com. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

LEARN TO ICE FISH IN ORWELL. Saturday, Feb. 25, 10 
a.m., Orwell Free Library, 473 Main St. No gear needed 
to participate. Learn about gear, technique and safety. 
Taught by Dan Redondo, certified Let’s Go Fishing 
instructor. This event is on Lake Champlain and 
weather/ice permitting. More info at orwellfreelibrary.
org or 802-948-2041.

LEGO CONTEST AND EXHIBIT IN VERGENNES. 
Saturday, Feb. 25, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Bixby Memorial 
Library, 258 Main St. Hosted by Bixby Library and 
the Boys & Girls Club of Greater Vergennes. Entries 
must consist primarily of LEGO, Duplo, Megablocks, 
or other LEGO-compatible plastic bricks and related 
pieces. They must be original creations, not based on 
LEGO-designed kits or instructions found online in a 
magazine, etc. A short and clear narrative describing 
the project’s theme must be included with each entry. 
Registration at tinyurl.com/bixby-lego-2023.

SATTA SOUND AND CARLTON LIVINGSTON IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, Feb. 25, 7 p.m., Town Hall 
Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. Satta Sound and reggae 
legend Carlton Livingston will be joining forces 
with Prince Negasi live on the THT stage. Tickets 
$22, available at tickets@townhalltheater.org, or 

townhalltheater.org

CONTRA DANCE IN CORNWALL. Saturday, Feb. 25, 
7 p.m., Cornwall Town Hall, Route 30. The Cornwall 
contra dance is back with a special event featuring 
calling by Mary Wesley and music by Red Dog Riley. 
No experience necessary. $10, sliding scale. Masks 
required.

LAUREL JENKINS DANCE: “THE WILDS” IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, Feb. 25, 7:30 p.m., Dance 
Theater, Mahaney Arts Center, 72 Porter Field Road. 
Details in Feb. 24 listing.

“THE LETTERS OF CHARLOTTE” ON STAGE 
IN BRANDON. Saturday, Feb. 25, 7:30 p.m., 
*RESCHEDULED FROM DEC. 17* Barn Opera House, 
1321 Pearl St. See Feb. 24 listing. 

SUNDAY, FEB. 26
“SOPHIA” STAGED READING IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Sunday, Feb. 26, 4 p.m., Byers Studio, Town Hall 
Theater Studio, 68 S. Peasant St. Middlebury Acting 
Company commences its 2023 Cutting Edge Staged 
Play Reading Series with this play by Claire Kiechel. 
Before the Nicene Creed in AD 325, before Christianity 
became the official religion of the Roman Empire, 
women were preachers and prophetesses for The 
Way. This is a story about one of them who has a final 
chance to have her story heard, until it is lost to the 
annals of history. Set in both 2016 and 216, Sophia tells 
a new story about an ancient book. A talk-back with 
the actors and director will follow the performance.

MONDAY, FEB. 27
WEST AFRICAN DANCE AND DRUM CLASS IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Begins Monday, Feb. 27, 5-6:30 p.m., 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Wilson Hall, Old Chapel Rd. Come experience the 
vigorous, high-energy style of West African dance and 
drumming and learn about its cultural significance. 
This class is accompanied by live musicians to help 
participants understand to communication between 
the music and the dance. All levels welcome. Free 
and open to the public. Runs Mondays through May 8.

TUESDAY, FEB. 28
PHOTOGRAPHY OPENING RECEPTION IN 

MIDDLEBURY. Tuesday, Feb. 28, 5-7 p.m., Jackson 
Gallery, town Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. Come 
see “The Art of Mycology: Mushroom Photographs 
by Meg Madden” and meet the artist behind the 
buzz. An experienced photographer, Madden began 
to collect images of the fungi she spotted on her 
treks and began sharing them on an Instagram 
account that has since acquired over 43,000 
followers. The Jackson Gallery will exhibit a selection 
of these portraits enlarged as framed archival prints 
for viewing and purchase.

FRIDAY, MARCH 3
PHOTOGRAPHY OPENING RECEPTION IN 

MIDDLEBURY. Friday, March 3, 4 -7 p.m., PhotoPlace 
Gallery, 3 Park St. Join in the celebration of the 
photographers selected for the exhibit “Parenthood.” 
Parenthood is a constantly changing state of being as 
a child grows older and life becomes more complex. 
Along the way are moments of bafflement, intense 
love, rage, hurt — every imaginable state of mind in 
both parent and child.

CHORAL CHAMELEON IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, 
March 3, 7:30 p.m., Robison Hall, Mahaney Arts Center, 
72 Porter Field Rd. Come hear this 16-person vocal 
ensemble from NYC is nicknamed “America’s Test 
Kitchen for choral music” for fearlessly experimenting 
and championing unexpected and new combinations 
of music. Tickets $25/20/10/5; streaming tickets 
$15/5. More info at middlebury.edu/events.

SATURDAY, MARCH 4
“THE BRIDGE TO 1777” LIVING HISTORY EVENT IN 

TICONDEROGA, N.Y. Saturday, March 4, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., 
Fort Ticonderoga. In March 1777 American soldiers at 
Ticonderoga raced against time to prepare for the next 
British attack up Lake Champlain. On land and on ice 
soldiers labored to build a strong bridge across Lake 
Champlain, connecting both halves of the camp and 
blocking the big boats of the Royal Navy. Discover this 
difficult and dangerous work, and explore the myriad 
of military preparations afoot in March 1777.

MARK ERELLI IN LINCOLN. Saturday, March 4, 7:30 
p.m., Burnham Hall, 52 E. River Rd. Mark Erelli, a 
veteran singer-songwriter, multi-instrumentalist, 
producer and touring artist visits The Ripton 
Community Coffee House stage for a new album 
release tour for Lay Your Darkness Down. Tickets 
$15/$20/$25 or pay what you can, available at 

802-388-9782, rcchfolks@gmail.com or rcch.org/
upcoming-shows.

SUNDAY, MARCH 5
“GOLDA” ON SCREEN IN MIDDLEBURY. Sunday, 
March 5, 2 p.m., Town Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant 
St. MNFF Selects presents the next installment in its 
winter film series. Shortly before her passing, Golda 
Meir was interviewed for Israeli television. After 
shooting ended, the cameras kept rolling, recording 
an intimate talk with the first and only woman to ever 
govern the State of Israel. As she lit one cigarette 
after another, Golda spoke freely, pleading her case 
for her term as Prime Minister — five turbulent years 
that secured her place in history, albeit at a high 
personal cost. Tickets: advance $14/walk-up $16, 
includes $2 fee, available at townhallthater.org or 
middfilmfest.org.

picktop
WEST AFRICAN DANCE AND DRUM CLASS

The Middlebury College Dance Department and the Anti-
Racist Task Force is hosting a West African Dance & Drum 
Class on Mondays from 5-6:30 p.m., from Feb. 27-May 8. 
This free class will be held in Wilson Hall (Mahaney Arts 
Center Room 110) and is open to students, faculty, staff and 
community members ages 13 and up. All levels welcome!

This class includes vigorous movement with a focus on 
rhythm, songs and culture as well as dance choreographies traditionally performed for 
rites off passage, courtship and other cultural occasions. Focusing on the high energy and 
powerful nature of West African dance, this class is accompanied by live musicians to 
help participants understand the communication between the music and movements. It 
promises a rich taste of African culture and provides an amazing, full body workout.

For more information visit middlebury.edu/college/academics/dance/events.

Katy Foote Christy Lynn Jesse NorfordTom Van SantJenna Hunsinger

Call us today to 
talk about your 

marketing goals!

WHAT DO WE LOVE?
HELPING LOCAL BUSINESSES SUCCEED
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The MNFF Selects Larger Than Life Series 
continues at Town Hall Theater on Sunday, 
March 5, at 2 p.m., with the documentary 
feature “Golda,” from directors Sagi Bornstein, 
Shani Rozanes and Udi Nir.  An exceptionally 
candid and revealing film, “Golda” presents 
a powerful look at the five turbulent years of 
Prime Minister Golda Meir’s leadership of the 
State of Israel, from 1969-1974.  

Shortly before her passing, Golda Meir was 

interviewed for Israeli television. After 
the session ended, the cameras kept rolling, 
recording an intimate talk with the first and 
only woman to ever govern the State of Israel. 
As she lit one cigarette after another, Golda 
spoke freely, pleading her case for her term as 
Prime Minister. Based on these never-before 
seen materials, testimonies of supporters and 
opponents and rare archival footage, Golda 
tells the story of Meir’s dramatic and eventful 
premiership — from her surprising rise to power 

and iconic international stature as “queen of the 
Jewish people,” to her tragic and lonely demise. 

Tickets are $14 in advance and $16 at the 
door and are available at townhalltheater.org. 
Passes and more info are at middfilmfest.org/
selects-2022-23. The final Selects screening 
will be held Thursday, April 13, 7 p.m., 
featuring “Navalny.”

‘Golda’ screens in Middlebury on March 5

FILM S C R E E N I N G

MNFF Selects Larger Than Life Series brings 
“Golda” to the Town Hall Theater screen in 
Middlebury on March 5, at 2 p.m.

Based on “The Sorrows of Young Werther” by 
Goethe, the opera “The Letters of Charlotte” by 
J. Massenet, is centered around the young poet, 
Werther, who falls in love with Charlotte, who 
is already engaged to be married to someone 
else. His tragically romantic and all-consuming 
love for Charlotte, leads him to suicide when 
Charlotte rebukes him. The opera has some of 
the most beautifully passionate music in the 
operatic repertoire, for both the tenor and the 
mezzo soprano. This opera will be performed at 
Brandon’s Barn Opera on Feb. 24-25.

As written, the opera is told from the 
perspective of Werther as the narrator, but 
Barn Opera’s Artistic Director, Joshua Collier, 
imagines the show in the voice and perspective 
of Charlotte, retroactively telling the story of 
her life, while nearing the end. The character 
of Older Charlotte is Collier’s invention, and 
throughout the opera, recites monologues 
offering depth and context for the music. 
Complete with well-loved arias, duets, and 
ensembles, The Letters of Charlotte explores 
the concept of recalling a life well-lived and 
considering the past that could have been.

The  doors at the Barn Opera House will open at 

6:30 p.m. for both events Feb. 24 and 25, and  the 
performance will begin at 7:30 p.m. , with a brief 
intermission in between the two acts. There 
will be limited complimentary refreshments 
available via donation at intermission.

Tickets are available at barnopera.com/
tickets. Net proceeds from this benefit event 
will be used to support  Barn Opera’ s future 
artistic endeavors, as well as furthering the 
goal of the Barn Opera to provide opportunities 
for the youth of Vermont to achieve artistic 
development without socio-economic division.

ABOUT THE PERFORMERS
New to Barn Opera and the Vermont audience, 
and singing the titular role of 
Charlotte, Mezzo-soprano 
JoAnna Pope has been 
praised as a “marvelous 
mezzo-soprano” and 
performs a wide variety 
of repertoire on stages 
throughout New England and 
beyond. Operatic roles Pope performed this 
past season include the “Second Witch” and 
“Spirit of Mercury” (Dido and Aeneas) with 
Sarasota Opera; The role of D-Do in the world 

premiere of Michael Ching’s “The Birthday 
Clown” in collaboration with Savannah Opera; 
Carmen (“Carmen”) and Hansel (“Hansel 
and Gretel”) with Opera51; Prince Charmant 
(“Cendrillon”) with Opera del West; Wife of Peter 
(“The Handmaid’s Tale”) with the Boston Lyric 
Opera; And Prince Orlofsky (“Die Fledermaus”) 
with Vox New England.

Tenor David Rivera Bozón is 
an international Colombian 
tenor based in Boston, 
with more than 16 years 
of experience performing 
works of the operatic, 
concert, and specifically 
Spanish repertoire. Bozón has performed such 
operatic roles as B.F. Pinkerton in “Madama 
Butterfly;” Rinuccio in “Gianni Schicchi;” Tamino 
in “Die Zauberflöte;” and Le Marie in Poulenc’s 
“Les Mamelles de Tiresias.” As a concert soloist, 
Bozón has triumphed in works including 
Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony, Stravinsky’s Les 
Noces, and Einhorn’s Voices of Light. He has a 
special interest in Spanish repertoire and, as a 
result, has performed chamber works including 
Ramirez’ La Misa Criolla, Falla’s Siete Canciones 
Populares Españolas, Ginastera’s Cantos del 
Tucumán and Cinco Canciones Populares 
Argentinas.

Performing the role of Charlotte’s sister, 
Sophie, New York City-based soprano Hannah 
Madeleine Goodman is an emerging artist on 
the operatic stage, hailed for her “very adept 
coloratura” (Parterre), her “exquisite dynamics” 
(Voce di Meche), and reviewed as “outstanding,” 
“with a radiant smile ... [she] delivered the aria 
beautifully” (CityWatchLA). After making her 

The Barn Opera House presents  
‘The Letters of Charlotte’ Feb. 24-25

THEATER
U P C O M I N G

SEE OPERA ON PAGE 13
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ACROSS
1. Sea grape
5. European public 
health group (abbr.)
9. A way to delight
11. Appetizers
13. Ancient heralds’ 
wands
15. Make a booking
16. ‘__ death do us 
part
17. Pearl Jam 
frontman
19. Spider genus
21. Fill with high 
spirits
22. A major division of 
geological time
23. Catch

25. An independent 
ruler or chieftain
26. Electronic music 
style (abbr.)
27. Influential Spanish 
cubist painter
29. Illegally 
persuades
31. A way to derive
33. British School
34. Appear alongside
36. Surely (archaic)
38. Harsh cry of a 
crow
39. A day in the 
middle
41. Kansas hoops 
coach Bill
43. The longest 

division of geological 
time
44. The first sign of 
the zodiac
46. Appetizer
48. Link together in a 
chain
52. A bacterium
53. In a way, forces 
apart
54. Cheese dish
56. Combines
57. In an inferior way
58. Colors clothes
59. Dried-up

DOWN
1. Gastropods
2. Confusing

Sudoku
Each Sudoku puzzle 
consists of a 9x9 
grid that has been 
subdivided into nine 
smaller grids of 3x3 
squares. To solve 
the puzzle each row, 
column and box must 
contain each of the 
numbers 1 to 9. Puzzles 
come in three grades: 
easy, medium and 
difficult. 

Level: Medium

This week’s puzzle solutions can be found on Page 13.

3. Romanian 
monetary unit
4. The rate at which 
something proceeds
5. A prosperous state 
of well-being
6. Asked for 
forgiveness
7. Makes less soft
8. Part of speech
9. Outside
10. Advice or counsel
11. Badness
12. Protein-rich liquids

14. Not moving
15. Call it a career
18. Poetry term
20. Not wide
24. Pastries
26. Turns away
28. Satisfies
30. Gift adornments
32. San Diego 
ballplayers
34. Manufacturing 
plant
35. Check or guide
37. Dogs do it

38. Chilled
40. Scorch
42. Unproductive of 
success
43. Electronic 
counter-
countermeasures
45. Attack with a knife
47. Feel bad for
49. Enclosure
50. Assert
51. Geological times
55. Midway between 
east and southeast

s p o n s o r e d  byPUZZLESPUZZLES
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Pet of the Week!Pet of the Week!
Choral Chameleon returns to the Mahaney  
Arts Center on March 3 with traditional concert

Ripton artist Sarah King performs live concert at Wild Fern in Stockbridge

The New York City-based vocal ensemble Choral 
Chameleon will present “Music for Chameleons” 
at the Mahaney Arts Center at Middlebury 
College on Friday, March 3. This adventurous 
contemporary chorus made their Middlebury 
debut in October with a sold-out immersive 
“sound bath” experience, and now they return 
to campus with a more traditionally-structured 
concert as part of their 15th anniversary tour.

But the music will be anything but traditional. 
Based on a short story by Truman Capote, “Music 
for Chameleons” presents a thought-provoking 
narrative on the ever-changing landscape of the 
world and the power of human beings to have 
meaningful discourse and invoke transformation. 
The concert includes a diverse tapestry of 
music written during the Renaissance right 
up to the 21st century, including works by di 
Lasso, Poulenc, Nobuaki, Rimmer, Trumbore, 
Jamiroquai, and Janet Jackson, plus premieres 
from Choral Chameleon Institute composers.

“The singers of Choral Chameleon are 
more than just incredible musicians — 
they are also sensitive, empathetic, and 
compassionate people who bring a freshness 
and inventiveness to everything they sing,” 
said Ronnie Romano ’20, interim director of 
the Middlebury College Choir and a Choral 
Chameleon board member. “Hearing them live 
in concert is an experience like no other!”

About the ensemble
The core of Choral Chameleon, the Ensemble, 

comprises 12 professional singers with a diversity 
of musical backgrounds, based in New York 
City. At the vanguard of new choral music and 
adventurous programming, the Ensemble 
considers itself “America’s Test Kitchen for 
choral music,” fearlessly experimenting and 
championing unexpected and new combinations 
of music. They sing as the professional core of 
the 50-member Choral Chameleon Chorus.

Most recently, the Ensemble premiered and 
recorded Ed Thompson’s “Step Into the Night,” 
a 12-movement work with jazz saxophone 
quartet that traces a narrative of overcoming 
hardship and joy in response to the pandemic.

Choral Chameleon’s “Music for Chameleons” 
concert will take place at the Mahaney 
Arts Center’s Olin C. Robison Concert Hall 
on Friday, March 3, at 7:30 p.m. Reserved 
seating tickets are $25 for the general public, 
$20 for Middlebury faculty/staff and alumni, 
$10 for youth, and $5 for Middlebury College 
students. Vaccinations and boosters (or 
valid medical or religious exemptions) are 
required. The concert will also be streamed, 
live and with a 48-hour playback window; 
streaming tickets are $15, or $5 for students. 
For tickets, health and safety protocols, or 
information, call 802-443-MIDD (6433) or visit 
middlebury.edu/arts.

tunesmore
Chad Conant will 
release his debut 
album, “Gavia 
Immer” on Feb. 
24. Conant is a 
native Vermonter 
and 20-plus 
year resident of 
Vergennes, who 
teamed up with producer/artist Colin 
McCaffrey to create this Americana/Folk/
Bluegrass album. 

Conant is a singer-songwriter and banjo 
player that is influenced by the music of 
John Prine and Gregory Alan Isakov. “Gavia 
Immer” also features singer/songwriter 
and Vermonter Fern Maddie, whose album 
“Ghost Story” (also produced by McCaffrey) 
was the Guardian’s #2 folk album and one 
of NPR’s top 20 roots albums of 2022. 

“Gavia Immer” will be released on all 
platforms and available for download on 
Feb. 24. For more info visit conantmusic.com.

Keep your eye out for a feature story in the 
Arts+Leisure section of the Addy Indy with 
Chad Conant in March!

MUSIC
u P C O M I n G

Ripton’s singer/songwriter Sarah King has 
a special solo acoustic listening-room style 
performance coming up at the Wild Fern in 
Stockbridge on Friday, Feb. 24, at 7:30 p.m. 
It’s her first live performance of the year, and 
is kicking off her Women’s History Month 
solo tour at select arts centers around the 
Northeast. 

Tickets are $20 and seating is limited - 
reservations should be made via emailing 
Heather at spreadintheluv@gmail.com. For 
more info visit sarahkingsings.com.

NYC-based vocal group Choral Chameleon sings 
“Music for Chameleons” on Friday, March 3, 7:30 p.m., 
at the Mahaney Arts Center in Middlebury.

COURTESY PHOTO
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 Pets In Need
HOMEWARD BOUND

 Addison County’s Humane Society

Elmer and Daffy
Elmer and Daffy are a bonded pair 
and are spayed/neutered. They are 
about 10 months old and looking for 
their forever home where they can 
do everything together including 
sleeping next to each other. They 
are sweet, friendly, social and litter 
box trained in their cage. They love 
fresh veggies and hay.

Frida and Liam
Frida (1-year-old, spayed) and 
Liam (6 years old, neutered) came 
to the shelter in April of 2022 
because they were abandoned by 

their owners. They are on the shy 
side but have been working extra 

hard on their people skills. Frida is a bit 
braver than Liam, and when Liam is 

nervous he will bury his face into Frida’s fur for comfort. They 
depend on each other and must go to a new home together. 
These bunnies make awesome meditation company. They 
love the calming vibe of meditation music and will happily lay 
next to you with their eyes closed, and relax while you get into 
the zone. Frida and Liam would do best in a home with people 
and rabbit-savvy pets who understand to take it slow as they 
learn to adjust to their new environment. 

Joanie (spayed, 1-year-old) and 
Franklin (neutered, 2 years old) are 
an adorable bonded pair of rabbits. 
They are a bit on the shy and timid 

side, but they’ve been working hard on 
their socialization with shelter staff and 

it’s going well so far. Joanie and Franklin 
are starting to trust humans more and more every day and 
get lots of yummy treats in the process! They would do best in 
a quiet home and would be okay living with other pets as long 
as they are rabbit-friendly. They can also live with children who 
know how to be gentle and can be slow with them.

Want to learn more?
Call or check our website. We may have a pet for you!

802-388-1100 | HomewardBoundAnimals.org
236 Boardman Street | Middlebury, VT

Jitterbug
Jitterbug is a very curious, eager, 
and playful bunny! She’s a sweetie 
that likes to follow people around, 
waiting to be pet and get forehead 
kisses. She is litterbox trained and 
comes when you call her name. 
Jitterbug loves her treats and toys! 
She enjoys company and gets along 
great with bunny-savvy kids and 
adults alike. She does not like to be 
picked up but, with patience, she could get used to it. She is not 
interested in having bunny friends but gets along with bunny-
friendly cats and dogs.

Joanie & Franklin

February is Adopt
a Rescued Rabbit Month

All rabbit adoptions will be on a donation 
basis for the rest of the month!

Hel lo  Shi loh!Hel lo  Shi loh!

Pet of the Week!Pet of the Week!

1438 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-3139
www.parisfarmersunion.com

At Paris, we have everything you 
need for your pets and animals!

• Dry or Wet Dog & Cat food
• Dog & Cat beds, toys, cleaning supplies 

& accessories
• Fish, bird, small animal & reptile 

supplies and live feeder insects 
• Wild bird & Squirrel supplies 
• Backyard animal feed & supplies
• And friendly, knowledgeable staff 
   to help guide you!

Ask about 
our Frequent 

Buyer 
Program!

Today, the sun was shining brightly, so Shiloh, our 13-year-old Norwegian Elkhound, 
decided to show off his new sunglasses. He loves the snow!  
 Amy and Ron McConnell 
 Vergennes

Send us a pic of 
your pet!

news@addisonindependent.com

Pet of the 
WEEK
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For those looking for an in-town property with development potential, these 1.86 acres 
have abundant potential (or make this beautiful spot all your own!) With over 250 feet of 
frontage on the Otter Creek, this kind of location does not come up very often. The four 
bedroom home has been meticulously maintained and owned by the same family for over 
40 years. This is an exciting opportunity to create your own personal oasis on the river, 
while being just steps from downtown Middlebury. An open kitchen, dining and family 
area is at the center, with a cozy wood stove for when you need it. A large living room sits 
at the front of the home with maple floors and a handsome beamed ceiling. The garage/
barn with second floor has many possibilities, including for storing your river toys (just 

imagine a quick paddle at dawn on those warm summer 
mornings!). The land here is quite special—watch the 
seasons unfold while listening to the water passing by. 
Bring your fishing gear and a folding lounger down to the 
bank for a contemplative afternoon.

364 WEYBRIDGE STREET, MIDDLEBURY 
$1,295,000

A LOOK INSIDE ADDISON COUNTY HOMES FOR SALE

Rare in-town property on the Otter Creek 

This week’s property is managed by IPJ Real Estate.  
More info at middvermontrealestate.com.

HOMETH
E
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EQUAL  
HOUSING   
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 as amended 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons receiving 
public assistance, or an intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will not  knowingly 
accept any advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of discrimination, call 
HUD Toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.

nbmvt.com • 1-877-508-8455 
Bank NMLS #403372

Make the dream of home ownership a reality. 
We can help. Contact us today or apply online.
Sharon Brown | Community Lender | NMLS #491713

Email Christy@addisonindEpEndEnt.Com to find out how.

Add your piece!  Add your piece!  
Be the next sponsor of the puzzle page.

PUZZLEPUZZLE
SOLUTIONS Feb. 23, 2023

ESTATE
REAL
Now is a great time to buy or sell a property!  
Let our real estate section do the work,  
so you can get cozy with a new home this winter.

Give us a call and we’ll help you connect with  
Addison County homebuyers, sellers & professionals.

ads@addisonindependent.com

soloist debut in recital for LA Opera in 2018, Goodman 
enjoyed making her NYC debut as Constance in “The 
Sorcerer” with Utopia Opera in early 2019. Operatic 
highlights include: Susanna, Le nozze di Figaro (Hawaii 
Performing Arts Festival and the Center for Jewish 
History); Amadeus Live (LA Opera); Emmie, Albert 
Herring (Utopia Opera); Pamina cover, Die Zauberflöte 
(Opera On Tap); LA Opera and Opera Saratoga 

outreach tours. Goodman was a Young Artist at the 2019 iSING! International Festival 
in China and a Resident Artist at Opera Saratoga in 2017.

Pianist Liya Nigmati has performed as a pianist and collaborator in Italy, Japan, Russia, 
the USA, Latvia, China, Azerbaijan, Canada, and Hungary. Professionally trained as a 
classical pianist since age five, Nigmati has been actively on tour as a concert solo 
and collaborative pianist with prominent Russian Opera Singers and Instrumentalists 
since 2009. Currently, Nigmati is a staff pianist at New England Conservatory, Boston 
Conservatory at Berklee, the main Collaborative Pianist of Concord Chorale (NH), and 
a coach to many young professionals in the Boston Area. Nigmati is using imaginative 
techniques and compassion to connect to her students.

New Vermont resident and veteran performer, Brenda Scott, performs the spoken 
role of Older Charlotte. She has years of experience and is perfectly adept in the 
cabaret medium, but this is her first venture into the intensely dramatic opera of “The 
Letters of Charlotte.”

opEra
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

WALLACE REALTY
48 Mountain Terrace

Bristol, VT 05443
PH 802-453-4670 • FAX 802-453-5898

Visit our websites at:
www.wallacere.com

www.greenbuiltvermont.com

Please call Kelly, Claire, or Tom
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ipjrealestate.com
34 Main Street, downtown Middlebury

info@ipjrealestate.com  |  802.388.4242

MIDDLEBURY
5 COURT STREET
MLS #4922137| $1,150,000
COMMERCIAL | 11,484 SF | 0.10 AC

A landmark in downtown Middlebury 
since 1814, this structure was 
the replacement of the original 
courthouse in this location and built 
in 1880. Declared the “handsomest 
courthouse in the state” by the 
Middlebury Register in 1883, its 
facade remains as picturesque 
as ever. Currently used as offi ce 
space, with many of the original 
architectural details intact. Includes 
an elevator, sprinkler system, full 
basement and three fl oors above. 
Air conditioned, 10 foot ceilings, 
and a security system. Invest in 
downtown Middlebury and its history!

MIDDLEBURY
29 COURT STREET
MLS #4906282 or #4937082
$399,500  |  2640 SF | 0.39 AC

Prominently located along a main 
road in the center of the college 
town of Middlebury, Vermont, this 
multi-unit building offers many 
options. Several confi gurations 
possible, or leave it as a 3-unit mixed-
use (currently 2-room plus 1/2 bath; 
4-room with 2 X half baths; 4-room 
plus a kitchen and full bath). It could 
all be opened up quite easily if that is 
the need of the next owner. Plenty of 
parking behind the building and two 
Route 7 curb cuts on either side of 
the building. Exterior is in great shape, 
including slate roof. Interior has been 
renovated over the years and is all 
ready to go. Find virtual tours of all 
units online.

Johannesburg” features 
work by Akinbode 
Akinbiyi, Akintunde 
Akinleye, Kelechi Amadi-
Obi, Jude Anogwih, Jodi 
Bieber, Donna Kukama, 
Sabelo Mlangeni, 

Uche Okpa-Iroha, and Jo Ractliffe. This exhibit tells the 
multifaceted stories of two urban environments — Lagos, 
Nigeria and Johannesburg, South Africa — experienced 
through the artistic expressions of photography and 
video. On view Feb. 14-April 23. 

PHOTOPLACE GALLERY
3 Park Street, Middlebury
For more info visit photoplacegallery.com.

“Parenthood,” an exhibit featuring a constantly changing 
state of being as a child grows older and life becomes 
more complex. An opening reception will be held Friday, 
March 3, 4 -7 p.m. On view March 2-24.

SHELDON MUSEUM
1 Park Street, Middlebury
For more info visit henrysheldonmuseum.org

“Artists in the Archives: Community, History & Collage.” 
Artists from Canada, Denmark, Ireland, Poland, Scotland, 
Ukraine, and several US states created collages to 
explore how the archival material expresses an aspect of 
a community. On view through summer 2023.

SPARROW ART SUPPLY
52 Main Street, Middlebury
Visit sparrowartsupply.com or call 802-989-7225  for more info.

“Magenta,” is an electrifying display of the color 
magenta. Showcasing works by over 50 artists, “Magenta” 
celebrates this vibrant hue across monotone pieces, 
and it appears as a pop of color to bring focus in others. 
This energetic all-media show exudes joy, optimism, 
and bravery, some inspiring qualities to carry throughout 
2023. On view through March 11.

EXHIBITS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

S U B S C R I B E  |  D O N A T E  |  A D V E R T I S E

A D D I S O N I N D E P E N D E N T. C O M

Your subscriptions, 
donations and 
advertising allows us  
to have dedicated  
coverage of the arts 
scene in Addison County.

Thank You! 

SUPPORTSUPPORT
THE ARTSTHE ARTS
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802-877-2134  •  www.ReVT4u.com
Your Forever Realtors, Building Relationships One Home at a Time!

We are a designated agency brokerage.

SHELBURNE, VT 
This charming 4 bedroom home features a kitchen with 
plenty of cabinets & counter-space. The second floor 
includes the primary suite as well as 3 sunny guest 
bedrooms. You will also appreciate the neighborhood’s 
proximity to Shelburne Village and downtown Burlington.
Price: $575,000 MLS: 4938980

Participated

in sale

“Consider us for all of your Single Family, Multifamily or Commercial needs!

BRIDPORT, VT
This charming country home has plenty of room for 
you to create a gardener’s paradise. This one bedroom 
home also features a spacious basement, which could 
easily be converted into a second bedroom. The 
property is also 15 minutes to Vergennes or Middlebury.
Price: $246,520 MLS: 4940085

CASTLETON, VT 
This cozy log cabin is on 2 level acres in Castleton! Inside, 
you’ll fall in love with the beautiful wood beams and 
cathedral wood-lined ceilings. The family room opens to 
the nicely-sized kitchen. Two bedrooms occupy the main 
floor, while the 2nd floor features a third bedroom.
Price: 239,700 MLS: 4931431

VERGENNES, VT 
This Vergennes home is close to downtown and boasts 
a kitchen with well-kept vintage metal cabinets. An 
arched opening connects the living and dining rooms, 
while the updated windows bring in an abundance of 
sunlight.
Price: $365,000 MLS: 4943431

New List
ing

VERGENNES, VT 
This commercial property boasts 5 single bedroom 
apartments as well as a commercial retail space at street 
level. First floor of this property is thought to have been 
constructed in 1787. In 1805 two additional stories with 
a gabled roof were added.
Price: $696,000                                         MLS: 4924209

ADDISON, VT 
This established family-style restaurant is awaiting 
its next entrepreneur. The property is located at the 
junction of 125 & Vt Rt 17W within view of the Lake 
Champlain Bridge. Next-door to the restaurant, the 
new owner will occupy an updated two bedroom home.
Price: $679,900 MLS: 4863525

Participated

in sale

Six In
come

Producing Units

Opportunity

Abounds

Just Sold

e had and still have 
many buyers wanting 
to purchase properties, 
but to answer this 
question you need to 
look back to when we 
saw mortgage rates 
jump into the high 6% 
range and for some 7% 

in November of 2022. This rate hike made 
many buyers who were actively looking for 
a property put the brakes on because what 
they could afford was much less with this 
higher interest rate.

It is still a seller’s market, and with the higher 
interest rates, low inventory and sometimes 

competing against multiple offers including 
some cash offers it makes for much less 
buying power for the buyer with financing 
in this competitive market. Higher interest 
rates can also add to the low inventory issue 
by holding potential sellers back, especially 
sellers who are looking to trade up to a 
larger home or to downsize to a smaller one 
but are unable to buy with cash.

In January, we started seeing interest rates 
fall, home prices started leveling off and 
new properties started coming on the 
market at a quicker pace. By early February 
rates had fallen to just below 6% and as of 
Feb. 16 the average rate on a 30-year fixed 
rate mortgage was 6.32%. Many of those 

buyers who had put their property search on 
hold were once again looking for properties.

With a still competitive market, buyers need 
to be prepared and act fast to make an offer 
when they see a property that they would 
like to buy. Speak with a lender if you will be 
financing and absolutely get a pre-approval 
letter, sellers want to know the buyer is 
qualified to buy their property. Have the 
resources available to stay familiar with the 
current market. One of the best ways to stay 
informed is to work with a Realtor — like one 
of us — someone who knows the market, 
has the resources and knowledge to guide 
you through the process to a successful 
closing.

ADVICE F R O M  A D D I S O N  C O U N T Y  
R E A L  E S T A T E  P R O F E S S I O N A L S

W
L I S A  S A R G E N T

B E R K S H I R E  H A T H A W AY 
H O M E  S E R V I C E S  / 

V E R M O N T  R E A LT Y  G R O U P, 
M I D D L E B U R Y

The Addison Independent asked seven local real 
estate professionals for advice on understanding 

the housing market in Addison County. These 
columns will be published weekly here in the 

Arts+Leisure section. 

Are you seeing  
more interest  
from buyers?



PAGE 16 — Addison Independent | ARTS+LEISURE | Thursday, February 23, 2023

Markers? Colored pencils? Crayons? Glitter?
Rhinestones? Stickers? It’s up to you! 

Name: Age:
Parent/Guardian’s name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Phone:

Age Group:     under 5  5-6  7-8 9-11 12-15 

Coloring & Decorating Contest
Winter 2023

Decorate this snowy scene any 
way you’d like then submit it:

 
Online at
addisonindependent.com/contests
 
By Email to 
contests@addisonindependent.com
 
By Mail to Addison Independent,
58 Maple Street, Midd., VT 05753

Entries will be accepted through 
Monday, February 27th.

Feel free to tear out this coloring 
page, photocopy it, or go to 
addisonindependent.com/contests 
for a printable version. Winners 
will be announced in the March 2nd 
edition of the Addison Independent. 
Two winners from each age group 
will win a prize from one of our 
sponsors that can be picked up 
at the Addy Indy office during the 
month of March.

Many thanks to our sponsors:

❄

❄

❄

16-Adult
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