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TourterelleVermont.com | 802.453.6309 | 3629 Ethan Allen Highway, New Haven

We are booking for 2023
Still a few available dates in 2022
Think of us for your rehearsal dinner,
welcome party, or post wedding brunch.Specializing in Weddings in Every SeasonSpecializing in Weddings in Every Season

Stunning Views
Local Food
Vermont Charm
Rustic Elegance
Endless Memories
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JUSTICE OF THE Peace Carolyn Kuebler presides at the wedding of Erica 
Langston and Armando Crespo Jr. in a beautiful outdoor wedding on Sept. 22, 
2020, in Shoreham. This photo shows that the ceremony is more about the couple 
getting married than it is about the offi cial celebrant.

Photo by Jacob Hannah of Hannah Photography

A JP’s words for weddings
By CAROLYN KUEBLER

MIDDLEBURY — � e fi rst time I 
offi  ciated a wedding as a newly elected 
Justice of the Peace, in 2019, I was 
probably more nervous than the couple 
getting married. I had no experience with 
“solemnizing” a marriage and, as the JP 
handbook says, “State law is silent on the 
mechanics of wedding ceremonies.” It’s 
more specifi c about where the signatures 
go on the license than about what to say 
or do to make a marriage go from idea to 
fact. Since the couple’s only request was 
that the ceremony be simple and secular, 
I was on my own.

To me a ceremony has always been 
about the words. For our own wedding, 
in Pennsylvania, my husband and I 
scripted the whole thing, from the 
vows to the readings and everything 
in between, and we enlisted a friend 
to lead us through the ceremony. One 
uncle was skeptical: how do I know 
you’re really married when you had no 

priest or judge? � e fact was, we’d 
had the legal part taken care of 
at the courthouse in secret the 
day before. We had wanted to 
marry ourselves, as the Quakers 

do, and as is permitted by 
Pennsylvania law, but you 
had to prove you were 
a registered, practicing 
Quaker to do that. So we 
needed a judge and we got 
one, along with his script 

based on concepts of man, woman, God, 
and obedience that were at least 450 
years old. Even so, we giddily held hands 
and repeated the vows. � is was not our 
“real” wedding but I still remember it 
vividly. 

� e fi rst wedding I offi  ciated, being 
in the autumn before the pandemic, has 
also been the biggest so far — a total of 
seven people, including myself. I was 
nervous because I knew it would be an 
important moment for the couple and 
their family no matter how simple they 
wanted it to be. I also didn’t want to make 
any assumptions for this young couple, 
whom I didn’t know apart from their 
names and their intent to be married. 
Would they want to be referred to as bride 
and groom, or something more neutral, 
like spouse or life partner? From the 
standard vows, the phrase “in sickness 
and in health” is pretty hard to object to, 
but what about “I take you” or “to have 
and to hold,” and what right did I have 
to declare that they could now kiss each 
other? I settled on “To be united as one 
in civil marriage,” as the JP guide loosely 
suggests. � e vows, however, would take 
at most two minutes. I needed to off er 
something more than that. I wanted to 
say something to celebrate love without 
making false claims for it; something 
that anyone looking to get married could 
appreciate. So I asked them if they’d like 
for me to read a poem and they said 
sure. I chose Jane Hirshfi eld’s “Blessing 

for a Wedding.” � e poem invokes fox-
kits in snow and the song of a wren, the 
not-yet-born and the newly dead, fi re 
and wind — bringing beauty, loss and 
wonder together for the wedding day 
and every day after.

I don’t know if they liked the poem 
or even really heard it, but it did give 
them all a chance to be in the moment 
a little longer, for the couple to look at 
each other and feel the breeze from the 

nearby falls, and for family members 
to pause and hold them in their own 
love. I liked the poem and could read it 
with pleasure, and my nerves fell away 
as soon as I began. Something about 
having the couple there, holding hands, 
looking only at each other, allowed me 
to see that this was not about the words 
at all. 

I’ve offi  ciated a handful of weddings 
(See Words, Page 4)

14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDDLEBURY, VT  |  802-388-3371
OPEN TUESDAY—SATURDAY, 7AM-4PM | SUNDAY 8AM-2PM

Specializing in heart-warming:Specializing in heart-warming:
• Wedding Cakes & Cupcakes    • Wedding Cakes & Cupcakes    

• Breads & Pastries• Breads & Pastries
• Catered meal plans for breakfast,• Catered meal plans for breakfast,

lunch or dinnerlunch or dinner

We look forward to bringing joy We look forward to bringing joy 
to you and your guests to you and your guests 

through our carefully crafted delights.through our carefully crafted delights.
Made in the heart of Middlebury!Made in the heart of Middlebury!

  
      

info@ottercreekbakery.com
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“Great music  
—  you guys did an 

awesome job!”
     - Scott and Sarah Adams,      - Scott and Sarah Adams, 

married 9/21/2019married 9/21/2019

@thesilverbacksofficial@thesilverbacksofficial The Silverbacks DemoThe Silverbacks Demo• silverbacksvermont@gmail.com •• silverbacksvermont@gmail.com •

All band members are 
vaccinated and boosted!

For your Wedding Reception, Rehearsal Dinner or other event.For your Wedding Reception, Rehearsal Dinner or other event.

Family-friendly and danceable mix of music with  Family-friendly and danceable mix of music with  
multigenerational  appeal. Tastefully rocking, multigenerational  appeal. Tastefully rocking, 
smooth lead guitar, soulful harmonica.smooth lead guitar, soulful harmonica.

“Great music - you guys 
did an awesome job!”

-Scott and Sarah Adams, 
married 9/21/2019

After the Vows - Let’s Dance!After the Vows - Let’s Dance!
Live Music Adds Fun to the Biggest Party of Your Life.Live Music Adds Fun to the Biggest Party of Your Life.

Words
(Continued from Page 3)

now, and it has only gotten better. I’ve 
polled my poet friends for a wider 
range of selections and learned to say 
just a little more in between about what 
marriage and love might mean, which 
they can take or leave but that I can say 
with earnestness. 

Despite each of the ceremonies being 
essentially private aff airs — one was 
recorded for family far away, another 
was the prelude to a “real” wedding 
that would be held after the pandemic, 
another was the couple’s second 
marriage, to each other — I’ve always 
felt lucky to be in the middle of it, to 

hold the moment for them and witness 
their promise. If they like the words I 
say, that’s a bonus; if they want to keep 
a copy of the poem, I am thrilled. If 
instead they critique the poem, or roll 
their eyes at the language afterward, 
that’s fi ne. It’s their ceremony and they 
get to do what they want with it.

I still get a little anxious before 
offi  ciating a wedding. I puzzle over what 
to read and what to wear and whether I 
should bring an umbrella. Weddings are 
a big deal, no matter 
how small the 
party might 
be, and what 
the offi  ciant 
says matters, 
but only so 
much. 

ERICA LANGSTON AND Armando Crespo Jr.’s wedding in the fall of 2020, in the 
middle of the pandemic, was celebrated on the edge of an open fi eld in Shoreham 
with Justice of the Peace Carolyn Kuebler solemnizing the event.

Photo by Jacob Hannah of Hannah Photography
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Weddings, Events 
& Everyday Occasions

ColesMiddleburyFlowers.com

802.388.4003
21 MacIntyre Lane • Middlebury, VT

(Next to Middlebury Discount Beverage)

4th Generation Florist

OUR SPACE IS YOURS!
Throw your bridal, teen/tween, 
girls-night-out parties or special 

events at our beautiful salon. 
BYOB, BYOF and have fun! 

Luxury Pedicures,  Manicures,
Nail Extensions, Massage, 

Facials, and Waxing

Appointments Required. 
802- 482-7334

elementnailsalonvt@gmail.com
Open Tues – Sun

90 Mechanicsville Road, Hinesburg
ElementNailSalonVT.com

WEDDINGS at CEDAR KNOLL

13460 Rt. 116
Hinesburg, VT 05461

management@cedarknollgolf.com
Tel: 802-482-3186

www.cedarknollgolf.com

Our clubhouse and surrounding property 
are perfect for your ceremony, celebration, 
and special photos.

• Outdoor ceremony site overlooks the 
golf course.

• Beautiful post and beam dining room 
available from April through October

• Dining room capacity of 100 people
• Inhouse or private catering options 

offered.
• Rental fee includes round tables, 

chairs, table linens, fl atware, 
water goblets, bar service with one 
bartender, setup and tear down.

• Wedding parties can decorate the 
space as they wish, creating a unique 
theme for their special day.

• Sound system and golf carts available 
for rent.

� e Rev. Elliott Munn, pastor of Vergenes Congregational Church UCC, 
offi  ciated his fi rst wedding for two college friends in 2015 during the summer 
after he was ordained.

How many weddings do you celebrate on average? 
I typically offi  ciate one or two weddings per year.
What is your role in a wedding? 
Great question! I tend to ask myself that question each time I offi  ciate a 

wedding. 
First and foremost, I help the couple create an experience in which they 

can faithfully make promises to each other in the presence of supportive 
friends and family. After getting to know the couple, I shape a ritual 
tailored to their spiritual journey. 

As a pastor, I make sure to lift up how such a ritual of loving promises 
refl ects the love of God.

Are the bride and groom ever confused about your role? 
Sure. It’s not unusual for one of them to have a negative experience or 

no experience working with a pastor. It takes time to earn their trust, 
and we typically develop a good rapport through the counseling 
sessions. We grow to appreciate one another’s perspectives, and 
we typically can shape a ceremony that refl ects all of our faith 
and values.

How is your role as a minister diff erent from that of a 
justice of the peace? 

Well, I know my own role better than that of a justice 
of the peace. I meet with a couple for three 
to four separate hour-long sessions in 
preparation for the wedding. � e fi rst 
session we get to know each other. � e 
second and sometimes third session 
we talk about the past infl uences on 
and future hopes for their relationship. 

During the fi nal session, we plan the 

How many weddings do you celebrate on average? 
I typically offi  ciate one or two weddings per year.

Great question! I tend to ask myself that question each time I offi  ciate a 

First and foremost, I help the couple create an experience in which they 
can faithfully make promises to each other in the presence of supportive 
friends and family. After getting to know the couple, I shape a ritual 

As a pastor, I make sure to lift up how such a ritual of loving promises 

Are the bride and groom ever confused about your role? 
Sure. It’s not unusual for one of them to have a negative experience or 

no experience working with a pastor. It takes time to earn their trust, 
and we typically develop a good rapport through the counseling 
sessions. We grow to appreciate one another’s perspectives, and 
we typically can shape a ceremony that refl ects all of our faith 

How is your role as a minister diff erent from that of a 

Well, I know my own role better than that of a justice 
of the peace. I meet with a couple for three 

During the fi nal session, we plan the 

service and then typically trade emails after 
fi nalizing language.

Is offi  ciating at a wedding 
more like fun or more like 

work?
Both. While this holistic 

approach is time intensive, 
I enjoy getting to know the 
couples better and sharing in 
their joy. We typically laugh a lot 
throughout the process.

How much of your job is about counseling couples on 
marriage and how much just about the wedding?

I’d say 50/50. Because of the trust we build during the 
counseling sessions, couples aren’t afraid to ask me 

why I have arranged the service in a particular way. 
It leads to some great discussions, and I learn so 

much from them as the wedding becomes an 
extension of the broader marriage process.

What would cause you to tell a couple 
that you can’t offi  ciate at their wedding?

If the couple doesn’t want me to mention 
God or pray in the ceremony, another 
offi  ciant may serve them better.

What was your best experience 
offi  ciating at a wedding?

I once was asked to incorporate the 
bride’s favorite children’s story into my 
sermon. It was a fun creative challenge! 
Seeing the look of relief on the bride’s 
mother after the service was priceless. It’s 
a privilege to help weave together all the 

details that make the day so special.

The Reverend Elliott Munn
Vergennes Congregational Church
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Family coming to visit?
Have them stay with us!

Phone:  802-462-2729
Website: cornwallorchards.com
Email:  Innkeeper@cornwallorchards.com

The historic Vergennes Opera 
House has 125 years of

experience hosting events both 
large and small, 

private and public. 
Consider the Vergennes Opera House

for your next great production. 

For more information visitFor more information visit
VergennesOperaHouse.org
2nd floor of  City Hall,
120 Main Street, Vergennes
802.877.6737
info@VergennesOperaHouse.org

� e Rev. Dr. Stephanie Allen, pastor of Memorial Baptist 
Church in Middlebury has been presiding at weddings since 

1999, when she performed a wedding in Cleveland for a 
couple who was getting married to each other for the second 
time.

How many weddings do you celebrate on average? 
I do two or three a year in Vermont. When I was in Cleveland 

at a larger church I would do 10-15 a year. I’ve been a pastor for 24 years, 
and I’m not sure how many total I have done, but well over 50.

What is your role in a wedding? 
I do their counseling, run rehearsals, help plan the ceremony and offi  ciate the 

ceremony.
Are the bride and groom ever confused about your role? 
No, but sometimes there is an overlap if you have a wedding coordinator. I do work 

with wedding coordinators, but my role is to be there for the bride and groom more 
than in general.

How is your role as a minister diff erent from that of a justice of the peace? 
I do counseling as a prerequisite (justices of the peace do not), and I also follow 

the couple through the life of their marriage. I am around for anyone who ever needs 
counseling or a referral that I have married at any point. 

I have done marriage counseling for couples in need after the marriage. 
How much work is offi  ciating at a wedding? 
It is a lot of work. It is nice when there is a connection to the couple.
Is your job just about the wedding celebration?
It is more about the marriage than the wedding. I do six weeks of counseling and 

then a few additional meetings on the wedding, which, for me, includes just the 
ceremony portion.T

Have you told a couple that you can’t offi  ciate at their wedding?
I have only done that once. It was a celebrity couple when I was in Cleveland that 

could not answer a single question about each other. I didn’t tell them “no,” I told them 
they should wait and they ended up not getting married. I tell every couple it is not my 
job to tell you yes or no to marriage. It is my job to ask the right questions to help them 

McKenna and Peter Dickerson exchange rings in a ceremony presided over 
by the Rev. Stephanie Allen at the inn in Brandon during the summer of 2020 in 
the fi rst months of the pandemic. 

Photo courtesy of the Dickersons and Stephanie Allen

The Reverend Dr. Stephanie Allen
Memorial Baptist Church, Middlebury

The Rev. Dr. Stephanie Allen offi ciates at the outdoor wedding of Amanda and 
Andrew Freeman in Williston in 2017.

Photos courtesy of the Freemans and Stephanie Allen

determine the marriage for themselves.
What was your best experience offi  ciating at a wedding?
I think the best ones are the family weddings or close friends, such as my brother or 

the daughter of a close friend.



Addison Independent • Weddings • Thursday, March 10, 2022 — PAGE 7

To reseve your wedding block, contact the Sales Department
at (802) 388.7600 or toll free at (800) 388.7775

Wedding blocks are based upon availability.
Please contact the Sales Department for more information.

To reseve your wedding block, contact the Sales Department
at (802) 388.7600 or toll free at (800) 388.7775

Wedding blocks are based upon availability.
Please contact the Sales Department for more information.
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Father Luke Austin
St. Mary’s in Middlebury

Father Luke Austin is pastor of three Catholic churches: 
St. Bernadette in Bridport, St. Genevieve in Shoreham, and 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary (commonly known as St. 
Mary’s) in Middlebury. He fi rst celebrated a wedding for two 
friends who met in the Washington, D.C., area; the groom was a 
high school classmate of Austin’s from Mt. St. Joseph in Rutland.

How many weddings do you celebrate on average? 
I would estimate three to four a year. Total in my eleven years as a priest: 

I am guessing 40.
What is your role in a wedding? 
Couples are often surprised to hear that in the Latin Rite of 

the Catholic Church, the bride and groom are actually the 
ministers of the Sacrament. � ey confer the Sacrament 

upon one another via their vows. � e priest is a 
witness of it.

In the United States, clergy are able to 
act as both a civil and religious offi  ciant. 

In other countries, there are 
separate civil and religious 
ceremonies.

How much work 
is offi  ciating at a 
wedding? 

It is more enjoyable 
when the couple 
approaches the 
Sacrament with faith, 
and you get to know 

them. It is more like work 

Father Luke Austin is pastor of three Catholic churches: 
St. Bernadette in Bridport, St. Genevieve in Shoreham, and 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary (commonly known as St. 
Mary’s) in Middlebury. He fi rst celebrated a wedding for two 
friends who met in the Washington, D.C., area; the groom was a 
high school classmate of Austin’s from Mt. St. Joseph in Rutland.

How many weddings do you celebrate on average? 
I would estimate three to four a year. Total in my eleven years as a priest: 

Couples are often surprised to hear that in the Latin Rite of 
the Catholic Church, the bride and groom are actually the 
ministers of the Sacrament. � ey confer the Sacrament 

upon one another via their vows. � e priest is a 

In the United States, clergy are able to 
act as both a civil and religious offi  ciant. 

Sacrament with faith, 
and you get to know 

them. It is more like work 

when big personalities show up on the scene, and it 
feels more like a “venue.”

Is your job just about the wedding 
celebration?

In our Pre-Cana program, we have two 
couples who will meet with the engaged 
couple to discuss their answers to an 
inventory of questions. I address the 
preliminary matters, and the liturgical 

matters. But for many couples who are 
married at St. Mary’s, they are often living 

outside of Vermont, so their preparation is 
conducted through their local parishes.

What might cause you to tell a couple that you 
can’t offi  ciate at their wedding?

� ere are three main ways in which an essential 
element of the Sacrament can be withheld: when 
one excludes openness to children, strongly retains 
the right to divorce, or retains the right to have 
another partner on the side. If someone were 
to actually voice those desires, a conversation 
about what the Sacrament is all about would 
have to occur.

What was your best experience offi  ciating 
at a wedding?

Witnessing the wedding of a good friend 
from MSJ was my best experience. I knew 
many of the guests, and I could off er a very 
personal homily. � e wedding also served as 
our de facto 25th class reunion.
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1663 Route 7 South

Middlebury, VT 05753

Mon – Fri: 9am – 5:30pm

Saturday: 10am – 2pm

Closed Sundays & all major holidays

We are happy to deliver throughout 

Middlebury and its surrounding areas. 

Come by and see us, or contact us 

at  (802) 388-2800 or designs@mfandg.com

Let’s Customize Your
Wedding Flowers Together!

Our centerpieces, corsages,  Our centerpieces, corsages, 

bouquets, and other bouquets, and other 

celebratory flowers celebratory flowers 

are made toare made to

order and order and 

customizedcustomized

specially specially 

for you. for you. 

All Love, One LoveAll Love, One Love
CELEBRATE WITH MIDDLEBURY INN

We are so thankful to be considered for one of your most important 
days. Let us pamper you with in-house spa services, attention to detail, 

Vermont local farm to table foods and extraordinary service. 

The Inn boasts unique yet functional space with vintage décor, in 
a historic atmosphere. Our full-service hotel with event, meeting, 

catering and banquet services offers the finest location in Vermont. 
Let’s plan the event unique to you! 

OPPOSITE & SAME SEX WEDDING
CEREMONIES, ELOPEMENT,

MICRO WEDDING, THEMED EVENTS
14 COURT SQUARE, MIDDLEBURY VERMONT

802-388-4961 EXT. 280 • WWW.MIDDLEBURYINN.COM

Wedding 
Hair, 

Makeup 
& Nails

14 Court Square  |  Middlebury, VT
WaterfallsDaySpa@gmail.com

MiddleburySpa.com

Book today 
by calling

802.388.0311


