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Wild on stage
Dancers use technology to link
movement & sound in upcoming 
performance. See Arts + Leisure.

By the wayBy the way

Rivals clash
Monday’s duel between the Tiger 
and VUHS boys came down to 
the final second. See Page 1B.

Moving on
Ripton is looking for a new 
principal for the first time in 12 
years; see why on Page 2A.

Two vie for ANWSD seatMeet the Vergennes council candidates
Four competing for three openings on panel They seek city spot on school board

ACSD towns can 
vote on closures
Board rejects call for local vetoes

Fulbright taking Starksboro 
teacher to South America

Lawmakers talk ‘affordable heat’ 

Maple sap 
is flowing; 
sugarmaking 
starts early

Middlebury will apply 
surplus to budget ask

Bill has some business people worried

Lake aims to shape students into global citizens 

(See Sugaring, Page 14A)
(See Kerry Lake, Page 14A)

(See Breakfast, Page 11A)

By JOHN FLOWERS
VERGENNES — State 

lawmakers are getting ready to 
discuss a bill that would establish 
an “Affordable Heat Act,” or AHA, 
aimed at reducing Vermonters’ 
heating bills and steering them 

toward alternatives to fossil fuels.
The bill, S.5, currently resides 

in the Senate Natural Resources 
& Energy Committee, chaired by 
Sen. Chris Bray, D-Bristol.

The proposed AHA was the 
main topic of conversation at the 

SEN. CHRIS BRAY, D-Bristol, addresses participants at the first Addison County legislative breakfast in three years, held at the St. Peter’s 
Catholic Church Parish Hall in Vergennes this past Monday. Discussion centered on a proposed Affordable Heat Act that’s being debated in 
the Vermont Statehouse. James Morse, left, of the Bridport Grange and Tim Buskey of the Addison County Farm Bureau listen to Bray.

Independent photo/Steve James

county’s first legislative breakfast 
in around three years, held Monday 
morning in the St. Peter’s Catholic 
Church Parish Hall in Vergennes.

Bray said the AHA should 
be patterned after “Efficiency 
Vermont,” created in 1999 to 
assist renters, homeowners and 
landlords in lowering energy bills 

by supplying a range of free and 
reduced-cost services, based on 
income. Its services include energy 
audits, workshops, low-interest 
loans for efficiency upgrades, and 
much more.

The service is funded primarily 
through a fee on Vermonters’ 

(See Middlebury, Page 1A)

By MARIN HOWELL 
STARKSBORO — Kerry Lake’s 

approach to teaching has largely been 
shaped by her experiences outside the 
classroom, and more specifically, outside 
the United States. The Robinson 
Elementary School teacher’s 
visits to foreign countries have 
introduced her to the wide 
world that awaits her students 
and revealed the importance of 
preparing her third- and fourth-
graders for that world. 

Lake’s now looking forward 
to how her next expedition will 
further inspire her work as an 
educator. 

This June, Lake will head to 
Uruguay as part of the Fulbright Teachers 
for Global Classrooms program. Her trip 
to the South American country is one 
part of the year-long program, designed 
to help educators bring an international 
perspective to their schools. 

Lake said she’s thrilled to have been 
selected for this year’s exchange. She’s 
one of 63 teachers from throughout the 
country who made the cut. 

“I was ecstatic and really honored,” she 
said. “I think it’s so important 
to help students to view 
themselves as global citizens 
and the Fulbright has been such 
a valuable opportunity to extend 
and expand that.” 

The Fulbright Teachers for 
Global Classrooms (TGC) 
program is one of several 
teacher exchanges offered 
through the Fulbright Program, 
an international educational 
exchange program led by the 

United States government in partnership 
with over 160 countries. 

Through online course work, a 
professional development workshop and 
a three-week trip abroad, the Fulbright 

THIS SUMMER, KERRY Lake will head to 
Uruguay as part of her participation in the 
Fulbright Teachers for Global Classrooms 
program. The third- and fourth-grade teacher 
is looking forward to sharing what she learns 
with her students and the Robinson Elementary 
School community in Starksboro. 

Photo courtesy of Kerry Lake

“It’s so 
important 
to help 
students 
view 
themselves 
as global 
citizens.”
— Kerry Lake

(See ANWSD, Page 16A)(See Vergennes, Page 13A)

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — One of 

two contested races on the 
Vergennes Town Meeting Day 
ballot features two candidates, 
Margaret Carrera-Bly and 
Chrystal Little, both seeking a 
term on the Addison Northwest 
School District (ANWSD) Board. 

Get to know a little bit about 
these candidates by reading their 
answers to several questions 
posed by the Independent. 

The Independent is asking 
similar questions of the four 
candidates for three seats on 
the Vergennes City Council. 
Incumbents Ian Huizenga and 

Sue Rakowski both filed for 
another two-year term, and they 
are on the March 7 ballot along 
with challengers Cheryl Burnham 
and Don Perlee. Their responses 
will be published in a future 
edition. 

Little and Carrera-Bly both 
also sought appointment to fill 
an opening on the ANWSD board 

Supporters of Pollinator 
Pathway of Addison County have 
organized a free webinar for 
next Wednesday, Feb. 22, from 
7-8:30 p.m. It’s titled, “Vermont 
Pollinator Friendly Perennials,” 
presented by Sarah Salatino of 
Full Circle Gardens in Essex. The 
webinar will explain the differences 
between native plants, nativars 
and cultivars, and hybrids, and 

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — Four 

candidates are on the March 7 
ballot in Vergennes seeking two-
year terms on the Vergennes City 
Council. The three highest vote-
getters among them will earn 
seats on the panel that governs 
the city, including setting its 

municipal spending and tax rate 
in June. 

Two of them, Ian Huizenga and 
Sue Rakowski, are incumbents. 
Huizenga is co-owner of Bar 
Antidote and the Hired Hand 
Brewing Co. in Vergennes, and 
Rakowski a former Addison 
Northwest School District 

(ANWSD) board chair and current 
school district employee. 

A third, Cheryl Brinkman, is a 
recently retired state of Vermont 
employee who serves as a city 
planner, energy committee head, 
and representative to the Addison 
County Solid Waste Management 
District.

The fourth, Don Perley, claims 

(See ACSD, Page 10A)

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Voters 

in all seven Addison Central 
School District towns will now 
collectively have a say in any 
future proposals to 
close an ACSD 
school.

Article 14 of the 
ACSD charter had 
given the school 
board exclusive 
rights to close a 
district school, if 
such a measure were 
approved by at least 
10 of the panel’s 13 
members — aka, a 
supermajority vote.

But in light of 
public outcry to give 
district voters more input on the 
school closure issue, the ACSD 
board on Monday night agreed — 
after a lengthy debate — to change 
the charter in a manner that will 
also require a majority vote of the 
electorate of Bridport, Cornwall, 

Middlebury, Ripton, Salisbury, 
Shoreham and Weybridge before a 
school can be shuttered.

School board members voted 
8-3 in favor of stipulating 

the additional 
districtwide vote 
requirement. It came 
after the panel voted 
against the option 
of giving individual 
ACSD towns veto 
power over potential 
future proposals to 
close their respective 
elementary schools. 

The board also 
nixed proposed 
changes that would 
have (a) required 
75% of district voters 

(instead of a simple majority) to 
endorse a school closure, and (b) 
would have allowed the ACSD 
board to endorse a school closure 
by simple majority — versus 
supermajority — vote.

BOARD MEMBER 
JOANNA DORIA

By MARIN HOWELL 
ADDISON COUNTY — Despite 

a famous groundhog’s prediction 
earlier this month that the country 
was destined for six more weeks 
of winter weather, Vermont has 
experienced abnormally warm 
temperatures this February. 

The first half of this month has 
brought blue skies, temperatures 
above 40 degrees Fahrenheit, and 
for some, the start of the sugaring 
season. 

Maple sugaring kicks off 
when temperatures drop below 
freezing at night and rise into 
the 40s during the day, creating a 
freeze-thaw cycle that causes the 
maple sap to flow. Traditionally, 
that freeze-thaw cycle occurs in 
March and April, but with warmer 
winters in recent years they are 
happening earlier. 

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 

residents at their annual meeting 
on March 6 will field a fiscal year 
2024 municipal spending plan of 
$12,921,448, representing an 8.3% 
increase compared to this year. 

And while the $8,553,380 tax 
affecting portion of the spending 
plan reflects an 8.5% bump, town 
officials have made a few revenue 
adjustments — including dipping 
into the town’s local option tax 

surplus fund — that would limit 
the pain to a 4.5-cent (or 5.2%) 
increase in the municipal property 
tax rate.

The town tax rate will rise from 
the current 82.3 cents per $100 in 
property value to 86.8 cents, if the 
budget is OK’d by Middlebury 
voters next month, according to 
Town Manager Kathleen Ramsay.

“It is a level-service budget,” 
Ramsay told the Independent. 
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Members
Take An Extra 
20% Off

Member or Not...Anyone Can Shop at the Co-op!

OFF

(Expires  Thursday, 2/23/23)
(minimum purchase $3.00)

(excludes alcohol)
(limit one per customer)

ANY 

PRODUCT

Sales effective from Thurs., February 16th to Wed., February 22nd No Case or Wine Discounts

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
     388 Exchange Street
    802-388-4937

Mon. - Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4

Open
7 days

www.MiddleburyAgway.com

Join us and start 
a conversation 

about seed 
starting!

Bring your own 
information and learn
more with High Mowing!

PLUS 20% off
all seeds and starting supplies 
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 

only…2/17-2/19

(cannot be combined 
with any other sale or 

offer, while supplies last)

Talk located in our Greenhouse!

Feb 18, 10-11 a.m.
Middlebury Agway
highmowingseeds.com

By MARIN HOWELL 
VERMONT — Some Addison 

County residents are hoping a newly 
introduced bill will encourage a 
shift away from the practice of 
trapping animals in Vermont. Bill 
H.191 proposes to ban recreational 
and commercial trapping in the 
state, with a few exceptions. 

Supporters of the bill say there 
are alternatives to trapping that 
Vermonters can use to manage 
wildlife, and they’re optimistic the 
piece of legislation would promote 
the use of those methods instead. 

“We just want to see animals 
get treated humanely in conflict 
situations. There are other options 
out there,” said Beverly Soychak, 
a Monkton resident who supports 
H.191. “We are not an anti-hunting 
group, we’re a group of citizens 
that are trying to provide fair and 
humane treatment of all animals 
that are causing human conflicts.”

The trapping of furbearers in 
Vermont is regulated and monitored 
by the Vermont Fish & Wildlife 
Department. Trappers are required 
to obtain a trapping license and 
the department has 
various regulations 
in place, including 
mandatory trapper 
training and 
restrictions on types 
of traps that can be 
used. 

According to the 
fish and wildlife 
d e p a r t m e n t ’ s 
F u r b e a r e r 
Conservation and 
Management in 
Vermont report 
published in 2021, 
an estimated 
3,155 furbearers 
were harvested through trapping 
during 2020-2021. The number 
of estimated furbearers harvested 
through trapping has decreased 
almost every year since 2016, 
according to the report. 

If enacted, H.191 would limit 
the circumstances in which 
Vermonters could trap furbearing 
animals. Specifically, the bill 
would “prohibit the trapping of 
fur-bearing animals unless the 
person trapping is authorized to 
trap in order to defend property or 
agricultural crops or the trapping is 
conducted by a licensed nuisance 
wildlife control operator.” 

The bill would also establish a 
nuisance wildlife trapping license, 
which Vermont residents could 
obtain in order to trap wildlife in 
a few specific situations. Those 
situations are: 

• An owner or owner’s agent 
could use a trap to take rabbits 
or furbearing animals that 
are attacking or wounding an 
individual’s domestic animals, 
destroying that person’s property 
or damaging the individual’s 
agricultural cropland. 

• State, federal or municipal 
government officials could use a 
trap or another authorized means 
to take animals in order to address 
imminent public health or safety 
threats or an imminent threat to 
property. 

• State, federal or municipal 
government officials could use a 
trap to or another authorized means 
to take animals when necessary 
for conservation work specific to 
the protection of a threatened or 
endangered species. 

H.191 has 25 sponsors, led by 
Rep. Larry Satcowitz, D-Randolph. 
Those sponsors include three 
Addison County Democrats: 

Rep. Caleb Elder of Starksboro, 
and Reps. Robin Scheu and Amy 
Sheldon of Middlebury. Sheldon 
chairs the House Committee on 
Environment and Energy, in which 
H.191 currently resides. 

“I am opposed to trapping 
wildlife in general, as I believe 
it is an outmoded and harmful 
tradition. Traps can 
impact non-target 
species, as well as 
domestic animals, 
and can lead to 
an unnecessarily 
painful death,” 
Elder said of his 
support for the bill. 
“I would prefer to 
see trapping phased 
out completely in 
Vermont, unless 
necessary to protect 
property from a nuisance animal.”
CONSTITUENT SUPPORT 

The bill has also received support 
from Addison County constituents. 
Among those supporters is Jennifer 
Lovett, a conservation biologist 
who lives in South Starksboro. 

Lovett sits on the 
board of Protect 
Our Wildlife, a 
Vermont wildlife 
advocacy group. 
She said she for 
years has worked to 
promote alternatives 
to trapping, and 
she feels confident 
about H.191’s 
ability to advance 
that work.  

“From the very 
beginning the focus 
has been on ending 
trapping,” Lovett 
said of her time with 

Protect Our Wildlife. “But it’s only 
been the past six to eight months 
that I have felt optimistic about it, 
about the ability to do it. It’s in part 
because of growing support from 
legislators.” 

Lovett’s supporting H.191 in part 
because she sees trapping as a threat 
to Vermont’s ecosystems. She said 
furbearers that are trapped, such as 
beavers, often play an important 
role in maintaining the state’s 
biodiversity. 

“(Beavers) are called a keystone 
species, which means they maintain 
ecosystems. Thousands of species 
depend on beaver-created habitats. 
If a recreational 
trapper goes and 
removes a beaver 
family, you’ve 
destroyed an entire 
ecosystem,” she 
said. 

Lovett said she 
is also concerned 
about traps that 
inadvertently injure 
domestic animals, 
like dogs and cats. 
She referenced a 
December incident 
in East Corinth, 
when a dog was 
killed by a conibear 
trap that is believed to have been 
placed illegally. A conibear trap 
consists of two rectangular frames 
with a trigger, that slams shut on 
the animal’s body when activated. 

 “I worry about it because I know 
our neighbors allow trapping on 
their land, and we have dogs. I have 
to worry about them getting caught 
in those traps,” she said. 

The Starksboro resident said she 
understands some residents may 
need to resort to trapping in the 
circumstances outlined in H.191, 

but she’d like to see Vermonters 
adopt nonlethal means of managing 
animals. 

“Going out and trapping 
something and killing it, versus the 
benefit of keeping that animal alive 
in the natural system that it supports 
and enhances, is outrageous to 
me,” Lovett said. “I would just 

like to see the 
Fish and Wildlife 
D e p a r t m e n t 
become stewards 
of the landscape 
and educate people 
about coexistence 
and how to 
appreciate nature 
without going out 
and consuming it.”
TRAPPING 
ALTERNATIVES

For example, 
Lovett said residents could install 
a device called a “beaver deceiver” 
or place barbed wire around trees 
to prevent beavers from causing 
damage to roads and other property. 

“We can easily co-exist with 
wildlife in Vermont, and that’s what 
we should be doing,” Lovett said. 

Other Addison County residents 
echo Lovett’s encouragement of 
alternative methods for managing 
wildlife. This past fall, Soychak 
and a group of Monkton residents 
raised funds for the town to install a 
beaver deceiver to address damage 
being caused to Monkton roads by 
beavers and their dams.

The device provides a nonlethal 
way of handling the beavers, which 
in the past, Monkton’s highway 
department has worked with the 
Fish and Wildlife Department to 
trap. 

Soychak said the town has 
seen success with the devices 
it’s installed. She wants other 
Vermonters to know about the 
alternative to trapping. 

“We’re happy with the results 
we’ve had so far. It’s been 
performing really, really well,” she 
said of the devices. 

Soychak said she’s been talking 
with other Monkton residents about 
bill H.191, and she feels there’s 
growing support for banning 
recreational trapping in the state. 

She referenced a 2022 survey 
conducted for the Vermont 
Fish & Wildlife Department on 
Vermonters’ attitudes toward the 
department’s management of 

furbearers. The 
report showed 68% 
of respondents said 
they disapprove 
of trapping 
for recreation. 
Sixty percent 
of those asked 
about “regulated 
trapping” said 
they strongly or 
moderately approve 
of the practice, 
while 42% of 
those asked about 
“trapping” said they 
approved of it. 

The Monkton 
resident said she knows not 
everyone will agree with the 
regulations outlined in H.191, 
but she’s hoping Addison County 
residents will weigh in on the issue 
with their legislators. 

“We’re just supporting it and 
are trying to educate people on 
what’s happening so that they can 
make their own decision,” she said. 
“Whatever legislation passes or 
doesn’t pass is up to Vermonters 
to get their voices out there. I just 
think it’s so important.”

Bill seeks to end trapping in Vermont

“I would like to 
see the Fish and 
Wildlife Department 
become stewards of 
the landscape and 
educate people about 
coexistence and how 
to appreciate nature 
without going out and 
consuming it.”
— conservation biologist 

Jennifer Lovett

“I would prefer to 
see trapping phased 
out completely in 
Vermont, unless 
necessary to protect 
property from a 
nuisance animal.”

— Rep. Caleb Elder of 
Starksboro

“(Beavers) are called 
a keystone species, 
which means they 
maintain ecosystems. 
Thousands of species 
depend on beaver-
created habitats. If a 
recreational trapper 
goes and removes a 
beaver family, you’ve 
destroyed an entire 
ecosystem.”
— conservation biologist 

Jennifer Lovett

By JOHN FLOWERS
RIPTON — Ripton and Addison 

Central School District officials 
are searching for a new Ripton 
Elementary School leader to 
succeed current Principal Tracey 
Harrington, who will step down at 
the end of the school year.

“This has been a very difficult 
decision to make, but after much 
thought and reflection on these 
amazing 12 years, I believe it’s 
time for me to let another person 
be principal,” Harrington wrote 
in a recent message to the school 
community.

“I can’t possibly begin to 
process what this all means in 
terms of stepping away from a 
school community I love so much, 
but we’ll worry about that later,” 

RIPTON IS IN the market for a new elementary school principal to succeed Tracey Harrington, who will 
be stepping down this spring after 12 years on the job. She is shown with some of Ripton’s youngest 
learners last Friday.

Independent photo/Steve James

she concluded. “I am so grateful 
for the time I have had as Ripton’s 
elementary school principal.”

Once she steps down, Harrington 
will begin working fulltime as 
director of ACSD special education, 
a job she’s been performing on a 
parttime basis in conjunction with 
her principal duties.

Meanwhile, the district has 
formed a Ripton Principal Hiring 
Committee that thus far includes 
Nicole Carter, the ACSD’s director 
of Equity and Student Services; 
Mary Hogan Elementary School 
Principal Jen Kravitz; and Joanna 
Doria, Ripton’s representative to 
the ACSD school board, a parent of 
Ripton students and a member of 
the former Ripton School District 
Board. The panel will also include 
an Ripton Elementary teacher, 
Ripton Elementary staff member 
and two parents. Applications were 
due Jan. 31.

Search organizers stressed area 
residents will also have chances 
to influence the search through 
community interviews and 
feedback to the search committee.

Doria offered her thanks to 
Harrington for her years of service 
to Ripton Elementary.

“It seems only natural that Mrs. 
Harrington would choose to move 
on from the RES Principal position 
at this time, as she has taken on 
a significant leadership position 
within ACSD,” Doria said through 
a statement to the Independent. 
“She has dedicated 12 years to 
our elementary students striving to 
offer them unique experiences and 
opportunities to grow as learners 
and citizens of the world. She has 
left a significant impression on 
RES and our kids’ lives, from the 
hand-constructed playground, to 
music videos and dancing in the 
hallway, to our pizza oven and 
famous pizza bakes, to yearbooks, 

to the Spark Award for deserving 
5th-graders.

“She has opened her heart to 
our kids, and they are better for it. 
As full-time Director of Special 
Education for the rural elementary 
schools, she continues her equity 
work, and thus will remain part 
of RES’s strong and productive 
connection to the district,” Doria 
concluded.

The Ripton principalship is being 
advertised on the SchoolSpring 
education employment website 
and can be found at tinyurl.com/
yckvc73w. It’s a 0.6 full-time-
equivalent position, with “the 
opportunity to add an additional 
0.4 teaching position in selected 
areas of need,” according to the 
SchoolSpring ad.

Harrington’s stewardship of 
the school eventually coincided 
with Ripton’s effort to withdraw 
from the ACSD and create its own 
independent school district, a move 
that was predicated on the town’s 
desire to keep its tiny preK-grade 
5 school open. Ripton won the 
right to withdraw, but townspeople 
ultimately voted to rejoin the 
ACSD last fall when it became 
clear it’d be difficult for Ripton 
— a community of around 570 
residents — to run its own preK-12 
public school system.

The ACSD central office 
currently projects a preK-5 
enrollment of 39 Ripton students 
next year, a number likely to be 
supplemented by a handful of 
tuitioned students from Granville 
and Hancock.

The ACSD is currently searching 
for three top administrators: 
Principals for Ripton and 
Middlebury Union High School, 
and a new superintendent.

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

Ripton searches for new principal

ADDISON  COUNTY

School News Briefs
Nikolai Luksch of Middlebury 

has earned a place on the dean’s list 
for the fall 2022 semester at Dean 
College. Students named to the  
list have demonstrated a serious 
commitment to their studies while 
at Dean College.

Keion Correll of Bristol has 
finished his studies at Ithaca 
College in Ithaca, N.Y., graduating 
in December 2022 with a B.A. in 
Architectural Studies.
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36 Boardman St., 
Middlebury VT 05753

802-388-6718
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2149 Rt 7 South, 
Middlebury VT 05753
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By MARIN HOWELL 
VERMONT — Throughout this 

year, Vermonters will get a few 
chances to weigh 
in on the future of 
the state’s energy 
policies. The 
Public Service 
Department this 
month kicked off 
a series of public 
e n g a g e m e n t 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
as part of its 
ongoing review 
of Vermont’s 
renewable and 
clean electricity 
policies.

Residents are 
invited to take 
part in educational 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s , 
i n t e r a c t i v e 
workshops and other engagement 
options as the department conducts 
its review. Feedback will guide 
the department in considering 
comprehensive adjustments to 

Vermont’s Renewable Energy 
Standard and other related policies 
and programs. 

Sen. Chris 
Bray, D-Bristol, 
chair of the 
Senate Natural 
R e s o u r c e s 
and Energy 
Committee, said 
the initiative is 
intended to get 
more Vermonters 
involved in 
deciding the 
state’s energy 
policies. 

“This program 
is designed 
to expand the 
amount of public 
engagement and 

outreach,” he 
said. “(The Public 

Service Department) wants to 
engage the broader general public, 
so they’re taking a new approach 
and it kind of expands the scope of 
the conversation.” 

The Public Service Department 
is an agency within the executive 
branch of Vermont’s state 
government and is tasked with 
representing the public’s interest 
on issues regarding energy, 
telecommunications, water and 
wastewater. The department’s 
work includes providing long-
range planning for Vermont’s 
energy needs through the state’s 
Comprehensive Energy Plan, which 
is prepared by the department and 
provides recommendations for 
meeting the state’s energy goals. 

One of the recommendations 
outlined in the department’s 2022 
Comprehensive Energy Plan is 
the consideration of adjustments 
to Vermont’s Renewable Energy 
Standard and related renewable 
energy programs. This past 
December, the department released 
a public engagement plan to guide 
the department in its review of 
Vermont’s renewable electricity 
policies. The engagement process 
consists of three phases, which will 
unfold throughout this year and 

wrap up in December.
Bray said the initiative gives the 

department an opportunity to check 
in with Vermonters amidst all the 
changes that are part of transitioning 
to a cleaner energy future.  

“The technologies that are part 
of a clean energy economy are 
changing in a hurry and new ones 
are being introduced, so with all 
that change, it’s helpful for the 
Public Service Department to reach 
out to the public and ask them about 
all the changes that are going on 
and what they see for the state’s 
energy future,” he said. 
WEBINAR SERIES 

The first phase of the engagement 
plan focuses on awareness and 
education and includes a webinar 
series on Vermont’s current electric 
system and renewable electricity 
policies, which just kicked off. 

During the first round of 
webinars, the department discussed 
where Vermont’s electricity comes 
from. The webinar was led by TJ 
Poor, the department’s director of 
planning, and other members of the 

Public Service Department. 
“This webinar and webinar 

series is intended to ground you all, 
attendees, in basic information on 
Vermont’s electricity from multiple 
vantage points,” Poor said during 
the department’s Feb. 2 webinar. 

Poor highlighted the basic 
components of the state’s electric 
system and what circumstances 
determine where the electricity that 
powers our homes and businesses 
comes from. 

Poor noted that in 2021, 
generators based in Vermont 
produced more than 1.9 million 
megawatt hours of electricity; 
99.8% of that electricity came 
from sources considered renewable 
under existing Vermont policy, 
such as hydropower, solar and wind 
generation. 

However, electricity generated 
in Vermont makes up only 
33% of what’s needed to meet 
customer needs. Poor explained 
that’s partially because not all 
of the electricity generated in 
Vermont is used by or sold to the 

state’s utilities. In 2021, Vermont 
utilities purchased more than 5.8 
million megawatts of electricity 
to help meet customer demand; 
64% of that electricity came from 
resources Vermont policy considers 
renewable. 

Poor explained that existing 
state policy requires utilities to 
undertake least-cost planning when 
deciding what power to generate or 
buy to meet customers’ needs. That 
planning means Vermont utilities 
must meet their customers’ needs 
at the least cost while considering a 
set of criteria. 

That criteria includes adequacy 
of the electricity, reliability, and 
sustainability and environmental 
soundness. 

“These are really the issues and 
the criteria that utilities need to 
consider, and the state needs to 
consider and balance as we think 
about our electricity supply now 
and going forward,” Poor said. 

The first round of webinars also 
addressed how renewable energy 

New initiative seeks public’s help in boosting renewable energy policies in Vermont

SEN. CHRIS BRAY

By MARIN HOWELL
MONKTON — As another 

school day begins in Addison 
County, a handful of local seventh- 
to ninth-graders head into the 
woods to start their classes. 

The students are all enrolled 
in a new, outdoor middle school 
immersion program offered by 
the Willowell Foundation, and 
their classroom is nestled into the 
woods of the foundation’s 230-acre 
Monkton preserve. For this group 
of students, the day’s lessons will 
unfold around a slow-burning 
fire, with the hum of instruction 
mingling with bird calls and other 
sounds of the Vermont landscape. 

The program, named the Pond 
Brook Project, meets twice a 
week and is open to students 
ages 12-15 years old. Each day is 
structured around two hands-on, 
interdisciplinary classes, and filled 
with other activities like cooking, 
exploring in nature, and community 
building. 

The Pond Brook Project was 
launched this past September and 
is open to students in and outside 
of Addison County. It operates as 
an enrichment program, but the 
Willowell Foundation will begin 
offering a full-time, semester-
long version of the program this 
upcoming school year.  

“We started this program this 
year really as an interim while we 
put together our full-time program,” 
Pond Brook Project Director Eric 
Warren explained. 

Pond Brook Middle School will 
launch with a pilot program this 
fall and will accommodate up to 
14 students. Similar to the current 
Pond Brook Project, the full-time 
program will engage students in 
interdisciplinary courses through 
hands-on experiences and outdoor 
classes held at the Willowell 
property. 

Warren said the full-time 
program will also get students out 
into the community during the 
week, for outdoor explorations and 
other activities. 

“We would like to engage with 
some community groups for things 
like community service, trail 
building, working on community 
meals, engaging with organizations 
that are taking on social, community 

and environmental issues. That will 
be a big part of our curriculum,” he 
said. 
TIME OF CHANGES

Warren said much of Pond 
Brook’s current and future 
curriculum is centered around 
honoring the stage of development 
seventh- to ninth-graders are in. He 
noted that during early adolescence 
(generally around ages 10-14), 
individuals experience major 
emotional and cognitive changes. 

“They’re developing an ability 
to think abstractly that I haven’t 
seen in younger students, and 
that gives us an opportunity 
to explore the world in a new 
way,” Warren said. “They’re also 
developing new physical abilities 
and needing to move their bodies 
a lot, which also lends itself to an 
outdoor environment and hands-on 
learning.” 

Warren said giving students 
an opportunity to cultivate a 
relationship to the world around 
them, in and outside of the 
Willowell property, is a major goal 
of the Pond Brook Project. 

“I really see our role as providing 
a venue for them to explore their 
world,” he said. “We have a 
campus that is safe, it’s a place that 
we know very well, and we’re able 
to let students explore the natural 
world both with us and on their 
own. I’m constantly hearing from 
kids that that’s what they like about 
coming out here.” 

Warren said the outdoor 
component of the program also 
creates opportunities for students to 
build community with their peers.

“Kids are put in a position where 
they’re having to meet some of 
their basic needs out in nature, 
they’re having to work together, 
and they end up having to create 
a cooperative learning community 
in order to be functional. That’s a 
challenge and an opportunity.” 
OUTSIDE & HANDS-ON

The outdoor component has 
been a major draw for the students 
currently enrolled in the Pond 
Brook Project. Among those 
students is Jakob Wilder Hill, a 
ninth-grader from Starksboro. 

“One of the things I like about 
(Pond Brook) is that it’s all hands-
on learning, and it’s all outdoors. 

I really like the outdoors,” Wilder 
Hill said of the program. 

Other students echoed that 
sentiment. 

“What I really like about this 
program is that it’s outside and 
everything is hands-on, but it’s 
also really personalized. It’s a 
different experience to learning and 
education,” said Ezaias Herben, an 
eighth-grader from Lincoln. 

Warren said his goal for the 
future Pond Brook Middle School 
is to continue creating a positive 
learning environment for more 
students. 

“The hope would be that we 
could provide a program that really 
meets students where they’re at, 
and to grow with the community 
of students that we get, so that 
we’re really useful as a learning 
environment,” he said. 

The Pond Brook Middle School 
is currently under review with the 
Vermont Agency of Education to 
become an approved independent 
middle school for the 2023-24 
academic school year. Warren 
said the program will cover all of 
the content areas identified by the 
Agency of Education and will 
be led by licensed or qualified 
teachers. 

If granted state approval, Pond 
Brook Middle School could tuition 
in students from districts that offer 
school choice, such as the Lincoln 
School District when it begins 
operations in July. Warren said he’s 
also hoping to collaborate with 
local school districts to make the 
middle school program available to 
other public school students. 

“We’re looking at different 
models for how to work with or 
within the school system,” he said. 
“We’re hoping that the local school 
districts will find some way to work 
with us for students that are looking 
for a program outside of the school 
building.” 

Warren said preparations for the 
first semester of the Pond Brook 
Middle School are underway, and 
that he hopes to plan a meeting 
for interested parents and students 
sometime next month. Those 
interested in learning more about 
the program can reach out to the 
Pond Brook Middle School team at 
pondbrook@willowell.org.  

Willowell launching outdoor middle school program

STUDENTS IN THE Willowell Foundation’s Pond Brook Project for seventh- to ninth-graders take part 
in interdisciplinary classes out in the woods, around the campfire and sometimes, in this yurt on the 
foundation’s 230-acre property in Monkton. Beginning in the fall, the foundation will offer full-time middle 
school. 

Caleb Kenna photo/courtesy of Willowell Foundation

EIGHTH-GRADER EZAIAS Herben is one of a handful of local students enrolled in the Willowell 
Foundation’s Pond Brook Project, an outdoor middle school immersion program that meets two days 
each week. The foundation is planning to launch a full time, semester-long version of the program in the 
fall.  

Caleb Kenna photo/courtesy of Willowell Foundation

(See Renewable energy, Page 9A)
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My name is Jason Chance 
and I’m running for the Addison 
Central School District board. 
I grew up in East Wallingford, 
Vt., where I attended a small 
elementary school. I graduated 
from Mill River Union High 
School in North Clarendon, Vt. I 
earned a Bachelor’s of Science in 
Electrical Engineering from Tufts 
University. After graduation, I 
served two years as a high school 
math teacher in the U.S. Peace 
Corps in West Africa, where I met 
my future wife, Nicole. We settled 
in Addison County in 2002 and 
have lived in Middlebury since 
2003. We have two children in the 
ACSD, a 12-year-old at MUMS 
and a 17-year old at MUHS. 
Since 2003, I have worked in 
Information Technology and 
earned a Master’s in Business 
Administration from the Isenberg 
School of Management.

My experience in the education 
system of rural Vermont shaped 
me and my world view. It set me 
on a path of lifelong learning and 
a gave me a deep appreciation 
of our natural world. It is that 
experience that compels me to 
run for the ACSD board, with 
the hope that we can continue to 
have a thriving school system that 
meets the needs of all students 
in our district. Operating a 
school district in rural Vermont 
comes with many challenges 
and resource constraints, but 
the ACSD has many assets: a 
tremendous team of teachers 
and staff, good facilities, and 
an engaged and supportive 
community. I ask for your support 
in helping to guide our district 
into the future so that others can 
reap the benefits of learning and 
growing in Addison County. 

Jason Chance
Middlebury

Bill would affect 
private schools

I have been trying to stay up 
to date regarding the legislation 
of the S.56 and H.208 bills 
in the Vermont Legislature. 
I’ve read commentaries from 
Ruth Hardy and a piece in the 
Independent. One of my main 
concerns is that the details are 
drastically overlooked, which 
I’m afraid will lead to negative 
outcomes for both families and 
the childcare industry. I am 
including something that I wrote 
in regard to the S.56 bill.

Bill S.56 will essentially 
eliminate private preschools 
by solely funding public 
schools for children ages 4 and 
5 (before they are eligible to 
enter kindergarten) and threaten 
the childcare industry as a 
whole, forcing private childcare 
businesses to close, creating a 
larger childcare crisis. This in 
turn will compel parents to stay 
home, out of the workforce, 
crippling our economy even 
further. 

Currently, private programs 
(both homes and centers) can 
choose to participate in the 
Universal Preschool Partnership 
which allows 3-, 4- and 5-year-
olds in that program 10 free 
hours of preschool per week 
for a 35-week period.  Just in 
Addison County alone, there 
are approximately 16 private 
programs that are Universal 
PreK Partners. Parents/guardians 
can choose to send their child to 
either a center-based or home-
based preschool and the 10 
hours is funded regardless of the 
location of the early childhood 
education program in relation to 
the child’s hometown. 

Most preschools also provide 
care both before and after 
school, on school vacations 
and during the summer. Under 
this new bill, 3-year-olds will 
no longer be eligible for the 
preschool funding and the 
children who are age eligible 
(4- and 5-year-olds) will be 
forced to go to a public school 
PreK if they want access to the 
“free” funding. Bill S.56 states 
that parents can still opt to send 
their 4-year-olds to a private 
program, but they would have to 

Around
the

bend
By Jessie Raymond

By Sas
Carey

Ways of
Seeing

I recently started keeping a journal, thinking it would 
be a good exercise in slowing down and reflecting on 
my daily life. My first entry, on Feb. 4, said, “Found a 
dead spider in the bathroom sink.”

This thing is gonna be wild.
I once read the diary of a pioneer woman in the 

19th century, and I found myself 
engrossed with her observations 
about the weather and the price of 
calico. Hers was in some ways a 
quieter time, without social media 
to allow her to live vicariously 
through more interesting people.

But she did have the constant 
looming threats of disease, 
starvation, natural disasters and 
freak accidents. So in between 
entries about husking corn and whitewashing anything 
that stood still, this woman would write things 
like “Mr. Johnson’s best horse fell into a well” or 
“Locusts carried the baby off,” often with no further 
explanation. I love how that limited information 
allowed my imagination to fill in the picture of this 
woman’s life.

I also own an old journal I bought at an antique store 
years ago. It dates to around 1912 and was written by 
a teenage girl in upstate New York. While she mostly 
wrote about school, in the winter she and a group of 
boys and girls would go ice skating until dark and 
then all go back to one friend’s house for hot cocoa.

After one of those evenings, she wrote, “Jack and 
I sat in the big chair!!!!!” I’ll never know exactly 
what went on that night, but it was the first time I ever 
found myself reading between the exclamation points. 
Who needs emojis when you can say so much with 
punctuation?

For me, I chose a five-year 
“comparative” journal. Each page 
has space for five entries, all with 
the same date but for different 
years. So when next Feb. 4 comes 
around, I’ll be able look at the 
entry above it and, at a minimum, 
observe a moment of silence for 
the dead spider.

I also chose a one-line-a-day 
format designed to keep my entries 

short. I’ve had a garden journal for years, and though 
I bought it for keeping track of things like what I plant 
and when, I tend to ramble.

My concise crop notes soon give way to stream-of-
consciousness essays on everything from mosquitoes 
to sandals to plantar fasciitis, until I’ve gone on for 
multiple pages reviewing movies I once saw that 
included, at best, passing references to gardens (or 
plantar fasciitis). It’s too much.

This one-line version, in contrast, gives me only 
enough space to record a single thought each day. 
Yesterday, that meant choosing what most stood out 

A driving force in my life has been exploring. 
“Marrying Mongolia,” my new book, follows that 
theme from childhood. My early explorations were in 
the small red barn in the back yard. As the oldest of five 
kids, I was always looking for something different, a 
way to expand my world. 

Our barn had two floors. Dad had opened an outside 
wall to install a door and moved a steep staircase which 
was in the way. He finished the door and attached the 
staircase to an upstairs floor joist, but he never closed 
in the space where the staircase had 
been, so there was a four-by-four-
foot hole on the second floor at the 
top of a ship ladder. 

When I climbed the stairs, I had 
to quickly step sideways at the top 
to avoid the gaping hole in front 
of me and access the floor. It was 
dangerous. My insurance agent 
Dad usually spent his time trying 
to prevent accidents. He forbade us from going to the 
second floor, but that did not stop me. 

I had to explore. 
During school vacations I began my serious barn 

explorations. I found cardboard boxes, so I opened 
them. What I discovered was a whole other life of 
Mom’s. I was shocked that she had one before becoming 
her devoted mother self. In one box were knickknacks 
from her childhood wrapped in newspaper. I carefully 
unwrapped these. A yellow plaster turtle as big as my 
thumb, a metal Little Bo Peep with petticoats and a 
bonnet, and an English hunt — complete with hunters 
in red coats, horses and tiny dogs. All metal. 

My mother as I knew her had only the most utilitarian 

objects, like kitchen pans, a sewing machine, and 
knitting needles. Nothing frivolous. 

At the end of the day, I wrapped everything back 
up in its 20-year-old newspaper and went back to the 
house for dinner.

But. What happened that day was I realized I 
wanted to keep track of what I found. As I look back, 
it was my first step in becoming a documenter. In 
fact, I announced at dinner that I wanted a diary for 
Christmas. 

So, at the age of 11, I began 
keeping track of my life experiences. 
I found these comments in my first 
diary. January: Went skating down 
at the pond and nearly froze. Ten 
degrees out. Henry kissed me 11 
times. I saw Elvis Presley on TV. 
He sang “Hound Dog” and “Love 
Me Tender.” Mom talked to me 
about kissing boys. February: Our 

bus to Sandy Hook School was late. March: Went to 
violin lessons. Robins and birds are singing. May: 
Made a home run in softball at school. June: We were 
terribly bad in school today. September: Raised Cain 
on the bus this morning. October: Russia launched a 
satellite. 

Since this time, I have been writing about my 
adventures, and now they are in a new book. “Marrying 
Mongolia” is a memoir with four sections — childhood, 
hippie days in the Northeast Kingdom, swirling into a 
nurse-healing life and, as a grown up, exploring as far 
away as I could ever imagine as a child — Mongolia. 
While in Mongolia, again I went as far as I could into 

Eye on the night sky
A MIDDLEBURY PHOTOGRAPHER pointed his camera skyward on Sunday night and made 

this unusual image of a straight line of moving lights high above Ripton, which by all indications 
are emanating from a string of Starlink satellites being put into orbit. SpaceX’s Starlink satellite 
network aims to provide low-cost internet to remote locations. The small, mass-produced satellites 
orbit in a line that some describe as a string of pearls. There are more than 3,500 Starlink satellites 
orbiting the Earth. The photographer said he didn’t spot the comet he was looking for, nor any 
Chinese “weather” balloons.

Photo by Jonathan Blake
Editor’s note: If it is difficult to see the stars in this print edition, check out the image on our website.

Moving from apartment to apartment while growing up in a lower-
income family, I developed a deep understanding of the challenges of the 
high costs of fossil fuels, especially for heating.  This personal experience 
grounds the work I now do conducting careful, thorough, and fact-based 
energy and data analysis, including as a member of the Vermont Climate 
Council. 

The average price of fuel oil in Vermont last month was $4.40/gallon.  
That’s over two dollars per gallon higher than just two years ago ($2.37/
gallon in January 2021). While propane prices have not gone up nearly as 
dramatically–increasing from an average of $2.60/gallon in January 2021 
to $3.03/gallon last month–propane was already a very expensive fuel and 
remains even more expensive than fuel oil per unit of energy provided (a 
gallon of propane provides only two-thirds as much heating energy as a 
gallon of oil).

This is not sustainable. While especially bad now, the relatively high 
costs and the price volatility of fossil-based heating fuels have been 
persistent features of Vermont’s reliance on a 100% imported commodity 
fossil fuel market for decades. 

If we truly care about affordability and equity, we can’t continue to 
leave Vermonters — especially lower and middle-income Vermonters — 
so exposed to and dependent on these high cost and price-volatile fossil 
heating fuels. The only way to effectively and durably cut energy costs is 
to help Vermonters reduce fossil fuel exposure and dependence. 

In short, there can be no real energy affordability strategy without 
transitioning beyond fossil fuels. That is why it is time to pass the 
Affordable Heat Act and establish a Clean Heat Standard to help 
Vermonters access lower-cost, more price-stable, and more efficient clean 
heating options. 

Though it may be surprising to some, the truth is that the most 
affordable heating options are usually also the cleaner options: 
weatherization, heat pumps, heat pump water heaters, and advanced 
wood heat, including both efficient stoves and boilers. All of these options 
usually cost much less over time than fossil fuels (and that’s just when 
it comes to our budgets, not even taking into account the social cost of 
climate pollution). 

To take just one example, combining the up-front cost of equipment 
with the annual fuel or electricity it uses, over a 12-year period it costs the 
average household less than $500 a year to use a heat pump water heater. 
The cost to use a propane water heater? More than twice as much, at 
about $1,000 a year.  

Significant cost savings like these are what Vermonters can achieve 
when we reduce fossil fuel dependence in favor of lower-cost, more 
price-stable, and cleaner alternatives. This is the main reason why a recent 
report commissioned by the Vermont Climate Council and the Agency of 
Natural Resources found that cleaning up our heating sector in line with 
Global Warming Solutions Act targets by 2030 could, conservatively 
estimated, achieve $2 billion in net savings for Vermont households and 
businesses. 

That’s $7,500 per household over the life of those cleaner, more 
affordable options. That’s what reducing dependence on high cost, price-
volatile fossil fuels can mean for Vermonters — real savings measured in 
dollars and cents, not just pollution reduction. 

To make this transition to more affordable heat happen, we have to 
finally hold fossil fuel companies responsible for reducing pollution 
and helping to pay for the transition – just like we have long required 
of electric utilities. Building on the foundation of last year’s Clean Heat 
Standard, the Affordable Heat Act will require fossil fuel importers to 
invest in solutions that durably reduce energy costs, especially for low- 
and moderate-income Vermonters.

To comply with the Affordable Heat Act, fossil fuel corporations will 
primarily have to provide (or pay others to provide) weatherization, heat 
pumps, and advanced wood heat. These solutions will help Vermonters 
shift to lower-cost, more price-stable heat, while also cutting climate 
pollution in line with our scientific, moral, and legal obligations. There 
can also be a role for things like biodiesels (though only when they are 
truly lower-emitting than fuel oil on a lifecycle emissions basis) that can 
be a direct fuel replacement without requiring equipment changes. 

The Affordable Heat Act will not only help transform our heating 
sector in a more affordable direction. It will also do more to reduce 
climate pollution—and meet Vermont’s Global Warming Solutions Act 
obligations—than any other piece of energy legislation in Vermont, past 
or present. Alone it will ensure that we achieve more than a third of 
Vermont’s required climate pollution reduction by 2030, more than twice 
what any other recommendation in the Climate Action Plan would deliver. 

As a ninth-generation Vermonter, I have been particularly disappointed 
to see Washington-D.C. style tactics being used to undermine what should 
be a serious, fact-based, and civil Vermont policy debate, in the best of 
our civic traditions. Unfortunately, instead there is a lot of misinformation 
circulating about the Affordable Heat Act. For those who would like an 
accurate, fact-based understanding of the policy, I highly recommend 
reviewing the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) available at https://
www.eanvt.org/affordable-heat-faq/ 

Any way you look at it, we have a pressing economic, moral, and legal 
obligation to act. It’s beyond time to begin a careful but serious transition 
to cleaner, more affordable heat. Because, whether speaking from 
personal or professional experience, I know Vermonters cannot afford the 
costs of continual delay and inaction.

Editor’s note: Jared Duval is a member of the Vermont Climate 
Council, appointed to provide expertise in energy and data analysis. 
He is also the executive director of Energy Action Network. He lives in 
Montpelier.

New journal documents exciting life!
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Our nurse Ann Gibbons provides caring
support to elders and families.
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either pay the full tuition either 
out of pocket or collect 100% 
state subsidy. This greatly limits 
a parent’s choice, not to mention 
that there is no requirement 
for before/after school care, 
vacation days and summer break 
in the public preschool. Forcing 
parents to choose between free 
funding and full-time care puts 
them in a precarious position. 

Childcare programs are 
regulated by the Child 
Development Division. The 
regulations for a registered 
provider (home provider) state 
that we can care for up to 2 
children under the age of 2 years 
old and up to 4 children between 
the ages of 2 and 5 years old. 
Sponsors of S.56 propose that 
moving children to public school 
will create more space in private 
childcare for children from ages 
birth to 3 years old. In reality, 
providers are mandated to follow 
the regulations which limit 
the number of children we are 
able to care for within certain 
age ranges. In my personal 
experience, I have noticed the 
biggest need for care is for 
children under the age of 2 years 

old, mainly due to the capacity 
limitation. If a program loses 
4-year-olds, they cannot simply 
replace them with 1-year-olds.

Childcare providers and 
educators put children and 
families first and foremost, often 
at our own personal sacrifice. 
Having said that, in order to 
provide the best care, we do 
need to be profitable in our 
business. Ways that we ensure 
this happens is to provide quality 
education to our children and 
families so that each full-time 
spot remains occupied. Bill S.56 
jeopardizes childcare businesses 
and family stability. If a provider 
cannot fill fulltime spots, he/
she may be forced to close, 
affecting multiple families. If 
a family cannot afford to send 
their 4-year-old child to a private 
preschool, according to this bill, 
they will be forced to attend 
public preschool, which operates 
during school hours, leaving 
summers, vacations and before/
after school without childcare. 
Many providers cannot 
financially afford to leave a 
full-time spot vacant in order to 
accommodate vacations, before/
after school, snow days, etc., 

for a 4-year-old that regularly 
attends public preschool. The 
family whose child attends the 
public preschool is without care 
during the summer, vacations 
and before/after school. This 
endless cycle places a hardship 
on both the provider and the 
family. 

In addition, if regulated 
childcare programs are forced 
to close, it paves the way for 
more unregulated childcare 
businesses to open. Since these 
black-market programs are not 
regulated, they can accept as 
many kids as they need in order 
to obtain the annual salary they 
require, which is not in the best 
interest of children and could 
greatly impact the safety and 
well-being of each child in that 
program.

Although Act 166, our current 
plan, is not perfect, it does allow 
parents/guardians to choose 
where their child is educated and 
satisfies the needs of a childcare 
provider. There is always room 
for improvement, but Bill S.56 
falls extremely short as an 
answer to our childcare crisis. 

Carolyn Fogg 
Monkton

Fogg letter
(Continued from Page 4A)

for me: that I found a desiccated 
pomegranate in the crisper drawer 
(I bought a pomegranate?) or that 
someone ran over a squirrel in 
front of our house. 

This is the kind of introspection 
journaling demands. I love it.

I have to work on my 
penmanship, though. My first 
entries looked like the frenzied 
scribbles of a lie detector machine 
reacting to a real whopper.

I try to remind myself that if I 
hastily scrawl the words “Made 
an oil change appointment,” I’m 
going to come back to the same 
page in later years and wonder 

what I meant by “Mote an old 
chimichanga apartment.” I can’t 
let the most momentous events of 
my life be lost to bad penmanship.

Legibility aside, the journal is 
already changing my perspective. 
In the past, for instance, I would 
have said that February is the 
most boring month of the year. 
But now that I’m keeping track, I 
see I was wrong.

In just the last week, I have both 
bought deodorant and changed the 
batteries in the remote. Even in 
the dead of winter, it turns out, my 
life is a whirlwind.

Somehow, daily journaling 
makes me feel connected across 

time to that 19th-century pioneer 
woman. Sure, I have electricity 
and modern medicine and voting 
rights and online banking, while 
she had the occasional plague of 
locusts.

But I hope that in 150 years, just 
as I did with her journal, someone 
will read mine and use my brief 
but consistent entries over several 
years to build a picture of me as a 
whole person.

I don’t think they’ll be 
disappointed. If you think my first 
couple weeks of journal entries 
sound thrilling, wait till I start 
using exclamation points.

Jessie
(Continued from Page 4A)

the taiga, just south of Siberia, to 
offer health care to Dukha nomadic 
reindeer herders. The book tells 
how all my early experiences led 
me to adventures in Mongolia.

Sas Carey’s memoir, “Marrying 
Mongolia,” will be released at a 
book launch on Friday, Feb. 17, 
at 7 p.m., at the Champlain Valley 
Unitarian Universalist Society. 
Bill Sessions will introduce Sas, 
who will read from the four 
different parts of her book. With 
Sas, publisher Peter Mittenthal of 
International Polar Institute (IPI) 
will discuss the process of working 
together. Signed and personalized 
books will be available from the 
author, the Vermont Book Shop, 
and online.

Ways
(Continued from Page 4A)

Letters to the Editor

Chance endorsed for spot on the ACSD board 
Vote Jason Chance for Addison 

Central School District board.
I have known Jason for over 

40 years. I will speak first of his 
personal qualities. Jason possesses 
a spirit of calm and peace, which 
manifests itself as a person who 
thoughtfully listens and imparts 
information pragmatically.  He 
deals with things sensibly and 
realistically in a way that’s based 
on practical solutions rather 
than theory. His speaking and 
writing skills are impeccable. 
Jason is one of the kindest, most 
even-tempered people I have ever 
known. He is positive. I have 
never heard him say an unkind 
word about anyone. His quiet 
sense of humor speaks volumes. 

Jason was raised in East 
Wallingford, attended Wallingford 
Elementary School and Mill River 
Union High School, graduating 
with high honors. He was very 
active in sports, theater, choir and 

MathCounts. He developed solid, 
positive relationships, many of 
which remain in his life today. 
Upon graduation from Mill River, 
Jason received a scholarship to 
Tufts University where he majored 
in electrical engineering. 

Rather than jumping directly 
into the engineering field, which 
provided for him many lucrative 
employment opportunities, Jason 
chose to join the Peace Corps. 
His decision did not surprise me 
because he always possessed a 
spirit of volunteerism. He was 
active in the environmental 
movement from a young age and 
has always possessed a spirit of 
“giving back.”

Leaving his home in Vermont, 
he embarked on the journey to 
West Africa, where much of his 
time was spent serving the poor 
and rural communities in the 
Republic of Guinea. He taught 
math, in French, at high school 

in a small town. While in West 
Africa, he met his now wife 
Nicole, who also volunteered as 
an English teacher in the Peace 
Corps. After their extended stay, 
they returned to Vermont and 
spent a frigid cold winter in the 
family cabin on Lake Dunmore 
while they planned their future. 
They eventually married and 
purchased their first home in 
East Middlebury, where they 
became parents and started their 
relationship with the ACSD. 

You can count on Jason to 
move the Addison Central School 
District in a positive direction 
with a focus on quality education 
for all students while respectfully 
considering the financial costs, 
personnel impact and timeline. 

I endorse Jason for this position 
without reservation. 

Sheila Conroy
Salisbury

Whelan-Wuest has great credentials for ACSD board
I am writing in support of Ellen 

Whelan-Wuest for the Cornwall 
seat on the Addison Central 
School board. I’ve known Ellen 
for more than 20 years — she’s 
nothing less than a force for good. 
Always willing to engage on the 
most complex of issues, she does 
so in a way that simultaneously 
demonstrates her deep knowledge 
and thoughtfulness while listening 
to anyone with a different opinion 
in an understanding and respectful 
way.

Stepping up to join the ACSD 
board is no small task for the 
multitude of challenging, complex 
issues facing our school district. 
I have every bit of confidence 
that Ellen’s care for her broader 
community, her intelligence, and 
her track record of taking action 

individually and collaboratively to 
effectuate change where it’s most 
needed together will be the asset 
our ACSD board needs.

Ellen is uniquely suited to 
permanently join the board (she 
has already been selected by the 
board members to temporarily fill 
Peter Conlon’s vacated seat). As 
our district grapples with issues 
around equity, it is imperative 
that ACSD board leadership has 
a deep understanding of what 
equity means for schools and the 
greater community. Ellen’s career 
in criminal justice reform, coupled 
with her personal endeavors to 
help solve the childcare crisis 
in our community, give her a 
valuable perspective to bring to 
the school board. Ellen is not just 
a well-meaning citizen of Addison 

County, but a true resource 
to support our community in 
considering difficult issues in a 
thoughtful and inclusive way.

If elected, I have no doubt that 
Ellen will bring her knowledge 
of using data — while also 
engaging and taking into account 
respective community needs — 
to make informed decisions to 
the challenges we face around 
our fiscal future as well as 
consolidation of schools. Simply 
put, Ellen has proven that she 
brings about positive changes in 
our community and we would be 
most fortunate to have her voice as 
the Cornwall representative on the 
school board.

Nick Benjamin
Middlebury

Makleff would serve school district with distinction
This is a message to Addison 

Central School District voters 
that you elect Ron Makleff to a 
Middlebury seat on the ACSD 
board.

Ron Makleff is a father of a 
preschooler, he is an educator, 
and he is a human rights activist. 
He is a lifelong believer in, and 
a product of, public education. 
As a trained historian, he has 
taught in his native California 
and elsewhere at the collegiate, 
high school and middle school 
levels. His engagement with local 
communities is deeply rooted in 
his academic work, which deals 
with local power and resistance 
against centralization in medieval 
European communities. That work 
has taken him from Occupied 
East Jerusalem, where he taught 
English, to Berlin, to Berkeley, 
and to Middlebury, where he just 

finished teaching his first winter 
term course. He has attended 
the University of California San 
Diego, the Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem, La Sapienza University 
in Rome, and has a Ph.D. from the 
University of California Berkeley. 
Ron’s wife teaches at Middlebury 
College.

Ron became an activist in Israel-
Palestine. While there, he helped 
accompany Palestinian children 
under attack from Israeli settlers 
to school; translated reports and 
collaborated in legal filings by 
human rights organizations such 
as the Public Committee Against 
Torture in Israel and B’Tselem; 
and taught English in Occupied 
East Jerusalem.

Ron is running for the Addison 

Central School District board 
in order to support and improve 
Vermont’s commitment to public 
education. He hopes to help 
the district improve student 
learning outcomes and equality 
of opportunity, to build a more 
accountable and transparent school 
board, and to make sure that all 
towns have a strong voice in 
their local communities and their 
schools.

We call on the voters of the 
Addison Central School District 
to elect Ron Makleff to the ACSD 
board. We cannot pass up this 
chance to have this accomplished 
and courageous educator on our 
board.

Millard and Laurie Cox
Ripton 

Lettersto the editor
The Addison Independent 

encourages readers to write letters to 
the editor. We believe a newspaper 
should be a community forum for 
people to debate issues of the day.

Because we believe that 
accountability makes for responsible 
debate, we will print signed letters only. 
Be sure to include an address and 
telephone number, too, so we can call 
to clear up any questions.

If you have something to say, send 
it to: Letters to the Editor, Addison 
Independent, 58 Maple St., Middlebury, 
VT 05753. Or email to news@
addisonindependent.com.
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If you want a monument - get it from a monument dealer!

Celebrating 92 years | 1930-2022
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CleggsMemorials.com    |   info@cleggsmemorials.com
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Affordable Cremation  
& Burial Plans 

The only on-site crematory in Addison County. 
Locally owned & operated by Walter Ducharme

Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral Home  
117 South Main St. Middlebury, VT  

802-388-2311
sandersonfuneralservice.com

Peace of Mind
is Knowing Your Loved One 

Never Leaves Our Care

ObituariesADDISON
COUNTY

Jackson Downey-Teachout, 32, of Cornwall
CORNWALL — Jackson 

Downey-Teachout passed away 
at home unexpectedly on Feb. 8, 
2023.

Jackson is survived by his 
beloved children, Jocelyn and 
Sawyer Downey; his parents, Jack 
Downey and Rachel Teachout; 
Rachel’s partner Bill Lyons; 
his sister, Christa Teachout and 
Christa’s partner, Min Brown; 
sister Harley and husband Tyler 
Bridge; nieces and nephews Liora 
Brown, Stella and Henry Bridge; 
and his maternal grandparents, 
Mahlon and Gena Teachout. His 
brother, Austin, predeceased him.

Many only knew Jackson through 
the eyes of the addiction he battled 
for years. Those fortunate enough 
to have known the true Jackson 
would say he wore his heart on 
his sleeve, was generous to a fault 
and was far too smart for his own 
good. He could debate even the 
best lawyer out of the room. He 
was a hopeless optimist, never to 
be caught without a huge smile and 
an even larger laugh. His laughter 
was contagious and his energy was 
infectious. He never passed up the 
chance to say, ‘love you’ and give 
you a giant bear hug.

Jackson wanted nothing more 

JACKSON DOWNEY-
TEACHOUT

Donald V. Grimes Sr., 90, of Lincoln
LINCOLN — Donald V. Grimes 

Sr., 90, passed Wednesday, Feb. 
8, 2023, at his home in Lincoln. 
He was born on July 7, 1932, in 
Jefferson Valley, N.Y., son of Ray 
F. and Flora I. (Blackburn) Grimes.

He is survived by his wife of 
68 years, Thelma (Masterson) 
Grimes; children Donald Jr. (Kay, 
spouse) Grimes, Robin (Chip, 
spouse) Epperson, Brett (Sheila, 
spouse) Grimes and Vaughn 

Grimes; six grandchildren, Rachael 
Grimes, Kathryn Grimes, Carl (CJ) 
Epperson, Shawn Epperson, Derek 
Epperson and Kara Marszalkowski; 
and six great-grandchildren.

Donald is predeceased by his 
parents Ray and Flora, brother 
Howard and sister-in-law Patricia, 
and brothers Ralph and Duane.

He was a member of Lincoln 
United Church and American 
Legion Post 19.

His favorite hobbies were 
gardening and woodworking.

A graveside service will be held 
at Maple Cemetery in Lincoln 
this spring. In lieu of flowers, 
contributions may be made to the 
Bristol Rescue Squad. 

To send online condolences 
to his family, please visit www.
brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com. ◊

than to be a good father to his 
children. They were his beacon, 
a shining light in his times of 
darkness. He was fighting to right 
his wrongs and make a life that his 
children would be proud of. He 
loved his children with every piece 
of his heart and more if he could. 
Being a father was his biggest joy 
in life, and what propelled him 
forward.

Jackson loved snowboarding, 
sharing music, expensive food 

(like pomegranates, all the time, 
even when they’re not in season!), 
airplanes, and his four-legged best 
friend Billy.

Jackson was supported by so 
many and could never entirely 
understand the few who chose 
otherwise. His family never stopped 
believing he would one day beat 
the odds and kick the horrid drugs 
to the curb. He came so very close. 
Jackson would have wanted to 
thank those who advocated for his 
struggle right up to the very end. 
He was grateful for his doctors, 
his attorney; Will Vasiliou, Brenda 
Murphy, Emily, and Michael 
Findlay; and the never-ending, 
never-wavering, unconditional 
love from his father. In a world 
so blind to addicts, these people 
showed constant support, love, 
and advocacy despite Jackson’s 
circumstances. Thank you all for 
never giving up the fight.

In lieu of flowers, the family 
asks that you send a letter for the 
children with your memories, 
advice, thoughts, or stories that 
can be opened at a future date or 
milestone in their lives. Please 
send the letters in care of: Rachel 
Teachout, 193 Harbor Road, 
Shelburne, VT 05482.

Matthew Charles Nicklaw, 45, of Leicester
LEICESTER — Matthew 

Charles Nicklaw, age 45, died 
Jan. 27, 2023, in Bennington, 
from injuries sustained in a motor 
vehicle-pedestrian accident.

Matt was born in Rutland on Oct. 
13, 1977. He was the son of Frank 
(Bill) and Yvonne (Peggy) Nicklaw. 
He grew up in Leicester, where 
he received his early education. 
He graduated from Otter Valley 
Union High School, class of 1995. 
He furthered his education at 
Castleton State College. He worked 
as a waiter and landscaper and did 
construction work. He traveled, for 
work to Arizona and Hawaii. He 
was presently employed by Mack 
Molding in Bennington. He enjoyed 
four-wheeling, mountain biking and 

daily workouts at the gym.
He is survived by his parents, Bill 

and Peggy Nicklaw of Leicester; 
one brother, Rodney Nicklaw and 
his wife Melissa of Leicester; and 
his special niece. Kaylee Nicklaw. 
Several aunts, uncles and cousins 
also survive him.

The memorial service in 
celebration of his life will be 
held on Feb. 18, at 11 a.m., at the 
Leicester Church of The Nazarene. 
A private graveside committal 
service and burial will take place at 
a later date in the family lot at Pine 
Hill Cemetery.

Memorial gifts in lieu of flowers 
may be made in his memory to: 
Turning Point Center, 141 State 
Street, Rutland, VT 05701; or 

MATTHEW CHARLES 
NICKLAW

Helen Toomey-Covey, 64, of Middlebury
MIDDLEBURY — Helen 

Toomey-Covey, 64, of Middlebury, 
passed away peacefully while 
surrounded by loved ones at her 
home on Feb. 4, after a lengthy 
battle with ovarian cancer. 

Helen was born Aug. 8, 1958, 
to John and Jean Toomey of Fort 
Edward, N.Y. “Hon” as she was 
soon nicknamed (due to her sweet 
disposition), was raised in a large, 
close-knit family. As a child, Helen 
enjoyed spending precious time 
with her parents, aunts, uncles, 
cousins and siblings on McDonald 
Street in Glens Falls, N.Y., where 
she was always surrounded by love 
and laughter. Helen was a 1976 
graduate of Hudson Falls High 
School.

Helen later attended and 
graduated from the College of St. 
Joseph’s in Rutland, Vt., where she 
studied Human Services. While at 
the College of St. Joseph’s, Helen 
met a group of friends that she 
would remain close with for the 
remainder of her life.  

In 1985, Helen met the love of 
her life, Eric Covey, and the couple 
soon married. Helen and Eric put 
down their roots in Middlebury, 
where they would go on to raise 
their daughter Kelly and son Casey. 
Helen found great satisfaction in her 
work as a pewtersmith at Danforth 
Pewter, where she spent more than 
33 years. While at Danforth, Helen 

HELEN TOOMEY-COVEY

developed strong friendships with 
many of her colleagues who she 
cherished deeply. 

Helen, always the creative one in 
the family, had a lifelong passion 
for cooking, gardening, and sewing. 
Although she loved these activities, 
more than anything else Helen 
enjoyed and prioritized spending 
time with family and friends. She 
always looked forward to summer 
vacations on Cape Cod, family 
reunions in Maine/New York, or 
traveling elsewhere to visit those 
she cared so much about. Helen 
was a beloved wife, mother, sister, 
aunt and friend to many. 

Helen was predeceased by her 

parents John and Jean Toomey, her 
in-laws Bud and Marge Covey, her 
sister-in-law Jane Toomey, and her 
close friends, Andy Willig, Cindy 
Beaulieu and Tom Thornton.  

Helen is survived by her husband 
Eric Covey; daughter, Kelly Covey 
(Eric Ohnmacht and son James); 
son, Casey Covey (Kylie Leach); 
sister, Collette Molloy (Peter); 
brothers, Jack Toomey (Antoinette), 
Michael Toomey (Patty), and 
Patrick Toomey (Leslee); brothers-
in-law Alan Covey (Wendy), Laird 
Covey (Marcy), Mark Covey 
(Judy), and numerous treasured 
nieces, nephews, close friends, and 
precious pets Violet, Jager, Dozer, 
and Balthazar. 

Calling hours will take place 
from 5 to 7 p.m. on Feb. 17, 
at Sanderson Funeral Home in 
Middlebury. A Mass of Christian 
burial will be held at 11 a.m. on Feb. 
18 at Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary in Middlebury, with a 
celebration of life to follow at the 
Middlebury College Kirk Alumni 
Center until 3 p.m. 

In lieu of flowers, donations can 
be made in Helen’s memory to 
Addison County Home Health and 
Hospice or Elderly Services Inc. 

Arrangements under the 
direction of Sanderson Funeral 
Home. Online condolences at: 
www.sandersonfuneralservice.
com. ◊

Phyllis Pierson Macaulay, 89, of Middlebury
MIDDLEBURY — Phyllis 

Pierson Macaulay, 89, died 
peacefully in the presence of family 
at The Residence at Otter Creek in 
Middlebury on January 31, 2023. 
Born in Hartford, Conn., she was 
the daughter of Louise (Wormeck) 
and Wilbur Pierson. Phyllis grew 
up in Hartford, Conn., and Albany, 
N.Y., and treasured her summers at 
the shore in Niantic, Conn., with 
her family and friends. Similarly, 
many of her favorite memories 
reached back to her teenage years 
at Memorial Baptist Church in 
Hartford and escapades with 
her friends in the Baptist Youth 
Fellowship.

As a young woman, she received 
a scholarship to attend Russell 
Sage College in Troy, N.Y. She 
was elected student body president 
in her senior year and graduated in 
1955. Phyllis was always deeply 
grateful for her education.

Just a year before her graduation, 
Phyllis met John C. Macaulay 
(Jack) on a blind date. He was 
finishing up his medical training in 
Albany, N.Y., when they met. The 
following year they married and 
moved to Boston, where he was 
a research fellow. Soon thereafter 
they settled in Oneida, N.Y., and 
started a family and Jack’s pediatric 
practice.

They called Oneida home until 
1982, when Jack’s career took 
them to Ithaca, N.Y., where Phyllis 
began working at the Day Care 
Council of Tompkins County. 
In retirement, they moved to 
Fayetteville, N.Y. Fayetteville 
allowed them to be closer to 
their children, grandchildren, and 
cherished friends in Oneida.

As a family, the Macaulays 
spent many Easter vacations in 
Vero Beach, Fla. Phyllis and Jack 
grew to see Vero Beach as a second 
home. Eventually becoming 
snowbirds — spending their 

PHYLLIS PIERSON 
MACAULAY

summers in Fayetteville and their 
winters in Vero Beach.

Phyllis enjoyed gardening, 
playing bridge with friends, winter 
ski weekends and memorable 
family road trips. She was an 
accomplished pianist and made 
sure that her children took piano 
and other music lessons while they 
were young.

While her primary devotion 
was to her children and family 
life, Phyllis played an active role 
in the local communities where 
she lived. She volunteered her 
time and skills to endeavors such 
as the March of Dimes, Planned 
Parenthood of Madison County, 
Hazel Carpenter Home, Oneida 
Library Board, United Methodist 
Women, and Central New York 
Annual Conference of the United 
Methodist Church. She was also a 
member of the Twentieth Century 
Club, a current events discussion 
group; the Oneida Area Civic 
Chorale; and PEO, a women’s 
philanthropic organization. While 

in Vero Beach, she volunteered at 
church and with literacy initiatives 
in an elementary school.

Phyllis will be remembered for 
her nurturing spirit, her warmth 
and friendliness, always trying to 
put others at ease. Her generous 
hospitality extended from sharing 
her home with Hungarian refugees 
in the winter and spring of 1957 to 
her membership on the Welcome 
Committee at The Residence at 
Otter Creek sixty years later. In 
between she opened her home 
to long-term guests from near 
and far, at least five countries, 
several in connection with The 
Experiment in International 
Living. She maintained her social 
connections and her cheerful 
attitude, frequently speaking up 
about her good fortune in life even 
when discouraged. During a visit 
with her grandchildren and great- 
grandchildren last Mother’s Day, 
she remarked with great clarity, “I 
wish I could do it all again.”

Phyllis is survived by her brother, 
Wilbur Pierson and his wife 
Janet of Homosassa, Fla.; three 
children, seven grandchildren, 
and two great- grandchildren: 
children Laurel and Gus Jordan 
of Middlebury; John Macaulay 
and Marah Strauch of Pasadena, 
Calif.; Suzanne and Ralf Meyert 
of Henrietta, N.Y.; grandchildren 
Andrew and Kimberly Jordan; 
Katherine Jordan; Lindsay and 
Jonathan Willson; Kimberly 
Meyert, William and Piean Meyert; 
Alexandra Irene Ghaly Macaulay 
and John Cameron Ghaly 
Macaulay; and great grandchildren 
Henry and Daisy Willson.

The family wishes to thank 
the caregivers and staff at The 
Residence at Otter Creek and the 
kind and timely help of the Addison 
County Home Health and Hospice 
team.

Gifts in honor of Phyllis may be 
made to the “Sage Affordability 
Fund” at Russell Sage College, 65 
1st Street, Troy, NY 12180 (sage.
edu/sagefund) or Addison County 
Home Health and Hospice.

A memorial service will be 
held in the Founders Room of 
The Residence at Otter Creek at 2 
p.m. on Saturday, March 4. All are 
welcome. ◊

Wayne “Buzz” Allen Euber, 61, of Middlebury
MIDDLEBURY — Wayne 

“Buzz” Allen Euber, son of 
Nathan Euber and Claire (Doody) 
Euber, born Sept. 16, 1961, passed 
away Wednesday, Feb. 8, 2023, 
surrounded by his children and 
family at Helen Porter Nursing 
Home in Middlebury, Vt.

Buzz had a great love for his 
family and friends, the outdoors, 
finding new adventures, camping 
trips with his children, and working 
on cars. He grew up in Shoreham 
on his family farm, where he also 
started his own family. Before 
graduation, he decided to advance 
himself with his auto body repair 
career, working at Foster Motors 
for 20 years while also following 
his passion in the restoration of 
antique cars. 

After being diagnosed with 
multiple sclerosis, he retired from 
his career but decided to reinvent 
himself. Buzz returned to school 
and received his diploma and 

WAYNE “BUZZ” ALLEN 
EUBER

became a substitute teacher at 
Middlebury Union High School. 
He also wrote grants for under-
resourced people with disabilities 
and became a leader in the 
advancement of the independent 
lives of disabled Vermonters. He 

was a master of everything he took 
on with the choice to never give up 
and overcome any challenge. 

Buzz is survived by his children, 
Nathan Euber and Brooke Euber, 
and granddaughters, Claire, Layla, 
and Aubree; his brothers, John 
Euber and Raymond Munger with 
wife, Teri; his sisters, Beverly 
Weber, Theresa Reginbald, 
and Linda Piper with husband 
Bob; along with many nieces 
and nephews, and mother to his 
children, Lisa Blair. Buzz was 
predeceased by his parents, Nathan 
and Claire Euber, brother Robert 
Euber and sister Diane. 

Calling hours will be held 
Thursday, Feb. 16, from 4 to 7 
p.m., at Sanderson Funeral Home 
in Middlebury. You may send 
flowers to Sanderson at 117 South 
Main St., Middlebury, VT or please 
donate to the National MS Society 
at www.nationalmssociety.org in 
memory of Wayne Euber. ◊

Brandon Area Rescue Squad, P.O. 
Box 232, Brandon, VT 05733.

Arrangements are under the 
direction of the Miller & Ketcham 
Funeral Home in Brandon. ◊

REACH THE COUNTY
ads@addisonindependent.com



Addison Independent, Thursday, February 16, 2023 — PAGE 7A

COVID-19 vaccine clinics available throughout 
Addison County through March 31st. 

Please call 
Mountain Community Health

(formerly Mountain Health Center) 
for more information at 

(802) 453-3911. 
MCH will be offering Pfi zer Bivalent

Boosters for all ages 5+.

Boosters are FREE
NO INSURANCE REQUIRED.

Still Not Vaccinated?
Need a Booster?

** Walk-in COVID-19 vaccinations available this Saturday, February 18, 
9AM – 12 noon at Mountain Community Health, 61 Pine St. Bristol.

WIMETT
TRADING COMPANY

802•465•4688

USED

Michael Jackman, 51 Years Experience 
David Wimett, 38 Years Experience
Mark Grant, 10 Years Experience

2668 Route 7 • Leicester, VT 05733 • wimetttradingco@gmail.com

Wimett Trading Company
at the Big White Barn in Leicester

802-465-4688 

2017 JEEP WRANGLER 
Sport, V6, Auto, 4x4, Super Clean! 105k miles

$22,995

AFFORDABLE, SAFE & RELIABLE
USED CARS AND TRUCKS

We also buy cars, 
locate specialty orders 

& consider consignments 
Call Dave for an appointment

2013 TOYOTA TACOMA 
Regular Cab, 4-Cyl, 5-Speed Manual, 4x4

$12,995

2015 NISSAN SENTRA 
SV, 4-Cyl, Auto, FWD, 77k miles

$10,995

2019 TOYOTA TACOMA 
DB Cab, Long Box, V6, Auto, 4x4, 37k miles

$34,995

More than  a decadeof delivering Quality!

x  

2009 HONDA ACCORD 
EX-L, 4-Cyl, Auto, FWD, Leather, Sunroof, 111k miles

$10,995

BOSS IS AWAYBOSS IS AWAY  (Deals are being made)(Deals are being made)

A happy couple
COLORFUL PINE GROSBEAKS have been visiting Lincoln in flocks. These large finches typically 

over-winter in Canada but have found the Vermont birdseed more appealing this year. Like the 
cardinal, the male, above, is the more immediately showy with his raspberry plumage, and the female 
has more subtle beauty. 

Photos by Dale Cockrell

MIDDLEBURY — Porter 
Medical Center has changed the 
name of its End of Life Services 
program to Palliative Support 
Services.

This change reflects more 
alignment with Porter’s offerings 
to patients and families, along with 
the department the program a part 
of: Palliative Care. Palliative Care 
is an extra layer of support for 
people living with serious illness 
and is available at any age and 
any stage. The Palliative Support 
Services program supports patients, 
families, friends and caregivers 

during and after the dying process. 
Program volunteers complement 

the clinical services provided by 
medical professionals by offering 
practical and emotional support 
to patients and families. These 
services include companionship, 
respite for caregivers, around-
the-clock vigil sitting, Wellspring 
Singers, grief support during 
and after the dying process, and 
community education on death and 
dying.

Palliative Support Services will 
host a training for new Palliative 
Support Volunteers beginning 

March 2 and concluding on April 
13. It will include scheduled 
group Zoom sessions on Thursday 
evenings from 5-6:30 p.m., with 
conversations with subject matter 
experts, self-study learning, 
connecting with current volunteers, 
exploring the art of presence, and 
practices that will increase your 
own confidence around entering 
into an intense experience.

Reach out to Louella Richer 
with any questions or for more 
information about this program at 
lricher@portermedical.org.

BRANDON — The Champlain Valley fiddlers 
will hold its Brandon Jam on Sunday, Feb. 19, from 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. at the Brandon American Legion on 
Franklin Street.

The group invites any and all interested in playing 
their fiddles or just coming to listen and dance to 
come on down and have some fun. There will be a 
door prize and a 50/50 raffle.

End of Life Services gets a new name

Fiddlers jam in Brandon

Letters to the Editor

Kramer will bring commitment, energy to ACSD board
In general, I try to keep what 

I write about to what I know and 
I try not to make it very political 
if I can help it. In that sense I try 
not to publicly support someone 
for elected office unless I feel like 
I truly know them and what they 
stand for. It is with that framework 
that I am again writing in support 
of Chris Kramer for the Cornwall 
town seat on the Addison Central 
School District (ACSD) school 
board.

I have known Chris for five 
years now, since my youngest and 
his oldest started Kindergarten at 
Cornwall’s Bingham Memorial 
School. Most of our interactions 
have been through or somehow 
connected to the Friends of 
Cornwall School (FOCS). In 
that time there have been other 
opportunities for us to get to know 
each other on a more personal 
level.

From watching Chris step 
into a high level FOCS position 
after one year, to his regularly 
attending ACSD board meetings 
he has exhibited his commitment 
to the education of all our district 
students. By being willing to dig 
deeper when he was concerned 
about certain issues, he proved 
his interest in maintaining a level 
of transparency and integrity that 
in my understanding of board 
operations has not always been 
exhibited by some board members 
or top administrative staff in recent 
years.

When there were board 
conversations looking into the 
potential for closing particular 
towns’ schools, our hometown 
school was included in these 
talks. Then there was a sudden 
shift to keep Cornwall school in 
exchange for another less well-
off town’s school in an (I would 
say successful) attempt to avoid 
Cornwall joining Ripton and 
Weybridge in voting on whether 
to leave ACSD or not. When this 
happened, in an effort to maintain 
equity among the towns, Chris 
was willing to take an unpopular 
position in speaking up against 
such a move without full and 
proper consideration.

At the time I joined, FOCS 
was in a time of transition, with 
several longtime members and 
officers reaching the end of their 
time at Cornwall school. This 
led to rather quick turnover of all 
officer positions and some long-
offered after school programming 
discontinuing. Furthermore, 
the non-profit status had lapsed 
some years prior and the school’s 
uncertain future left us questioning 
if it was worth the effort to re-
establish such a status. Many of 
our efforts focused on maintaining 
longstanding in-school traditions 
and finding new ways to support 
classes with limited funds.

Chris joined a year later, and 
stepped into the role of co-chair 
in less than a year. Before very 
long the COVID-19 pandemic hit 

and further strained resources and 
efforts to recruit volunteers.

That is when Chris and others 
started to bring FOCS into the 21st 
century. In connection with a letter 
writing fundraising campaign, he 
established a way for us to receive 
donations virtually. Additionally, 
he has helped to return FOCS to a 
non-profit status and continues to 
find more ways to make supporting 
them easier.

Chris has also helped to forge 
partnerships with Middlebury 
Community Music Center, 
Middlebury Studio School, 
Middlebury Area Land Trust 
and more to provide after-school 
options for our students almost 
every day. His efforts to offer 
this programing at no charge to 
families has certainly made this 
programing feel more accessible 
for my family.

While I’m sure the other 
candidates for the Cornwall seat 
have good qualifications as well, 
I have no doubt that Chris will 
bring the same level of effort and 
dedication to the district-wide 
level. If elected, I believe he will 
proceed with an open mind and in 
a transparent way that will benefit 
the whole district for years to 
come. He is up to the challenges 
that loom ahead for our district. 
I encourage all ACSD voters 
to visit Chris’ campaign site at 
votechriskramer.com to learn more.

Ian Ross
Cornwall

I am supporting Ellen Whelan-
Wuest, who is running for the 
Cornwall school board slot on 
the ACSD Board, because I have 
had the great pleasure of working 
with Ellen for several years on the 
WomenSafe Board of Directors 
and I know how she works. 

When Ellen first joined 
the board, I was impressed 
with the fact that she always 
asked pertinent questions and 
always seemed to be extremely 
knowledgeable in terms of 
local, state, and national 
issues pertaining to our work 

at WomenSafe. About a year 
and a half ago Ellen assumed 
the co-chairpersonship of the 
WomenSafe board and I have had 
the opportunity to work with her 
on two committees in addition 
to our monthly Board meetings: 
The Executive Director Hiring 
Committee, and the Stewardship 
Committee. Ellen is both a greater 
listener and a “doer” (an action 
taker). She listens actively to all 
sides, takes her time, and often 
can propose several solutions to 
a problem. While it is the task of 
the WomenSafe Board to hire a 

new executive director, Ellen was 
masterful in enabling the staff 
to be involved, heard, and feel 
included.

Ellen already has a bit of 
experience on the ACSD Board 
as she was appointed to serve as 
interim board member after Peter 
Conlon stepped down. Always 
leading with inclusion, Ellen will 
engender a sense of collaboration 
and respect as the ACSD Board 
moves forward during some 
challenging times.

Rebecca Strum
Weybridge 

Whelan-Wuest is the candidate ACSD board needs

VERGENNES — Vergennes 
Union High School has released 
its honor roll for the first semester 
of the 2022-2023 academic year. 
Students named to the honor roll 
include:
GRADE 12

High Honors: Jackson Bennett, 
Brett Brisson, Frances Eckels, 
Reese Gernander, Samantha 
Hallock, Claire Hatch, Jasmine 
Little, Peyton Paquette and Shamus 
Rooney.

Honors: Henry Anderson, 
Abram Francis, Finnley Jacobson, 
Nathan Muzzy, Carlyn Rapoport, 
Connor Raymond, Megan Sanborn, 
James Steadman, Patrick Sutton, 
Samuel Visser, Spencer White and 
Jack Wyman.
GRADE 11

High Honors: Jacob Badman, 

Elizabeth Bennett, Benjamin 
Hargett, Natalie Jackman, Kaylie 
Larrow, Ryder Messinger, Zoe 
Reid-St. John and Matilda Seyler.

Honors: Collin Clair, Acadia 
Clark, Kimari Collins, Mackenzie 
Flint, Owen Fonte, Madelyn 
Giroux, Alaina LeBeau, Siobhan 
Potter, Calder Rakowski, James 
Spillman, Chase Stokes, Eyon 
Tembreull and Logan Vaudrien.
GRADE 10

High Honors: Rory Couture, 
Ethan Croke, Grey Fearon, Sina 
Isenberg, Sophia Johnson, Mia 
Kutchukian, Katelyn Laberge, 
Megan Mentzer, Elsa Michaels, 
Lily Root and Jing Williams.

Honors: Owen Collette, Mary 
Cosgrove, Luke Davis, Axel de 
Boer, Kira Emmons, Jackson 
Gernander, Torrey Hanna, Kendra 

Jackson, Reese Paquette and Zoey 
Waas.

GRADE 9
High Honors: Kyan Barcomb, 

Nilah Fitzgerald, Abigail Flint, 
Ava Francis, Sawyer Garthaffner, 
Amelia Giroux, Scout Jacobson, 
Chance Koenig, Gina LeBeau, 
Faith McAllister, Carter McGuire, 
Phoebe Raphael, Quincy Sabick, 
Jadyn Steadman, Ashtin Stearns, 
Alexis Wildasin and Eleanor 
Wilkinson-Sachs.

Honors: Morgan Beenen, Ila 
Crowley, Allegra de Boer, Theo 
Elzinga, Elijah Holmes, Mya 
Provencher, Libby Ringer, Gabriel 
Roussin, Dekota Safford, Logan 
Stearns, Logan Thibeault, Hunter 
West and Ryan Wright.

VUHS posts semester 1 honor roll
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OWN A PIECE OF PANTHER HISTORY! 

Like the famous sculpture on the 
Middlebury College campus, this 
miniature bronze was created by 
the late Patrick Farrow, noted 
sculptor. The campus version is six 
feet high; this miniature is 13 
inches tall on a 4-inch cube of 
Vermont green marble. According 
to local lore, Middlebury students 
invented frisbee in 1939 when 
tossing aluminum pie plates of the 
Frisbie Pie Co. Own a piece of 
Panther history!  

Serious inquiries only please to 
edosborn51@gmail.com. 

New Household Waste Choices
In Middlebury & all of Addison County

Wade Acker • (802) 349-2414 
Visit www.ackerwastemanagement.com

for more information on our residential and drop off services!

Household TrashHousehold Trash • RecyclingRecycling • CompostCompost
Middlebury Drop off Options

At Quesnel Farm, 1442 Rt 7 North:
Saturdays 8 AM - 12 Noon   •   Tuesdays and Thursdays 2:00 - 6:00 PM

Standard trash: $6 per bag
Large bags $8-$10 • Compost: $2

Recycling FREE with paid trash

By ANNA MORRIS
Humans often ascribe traits that 

we admire to other animals. We 
treasure a dog’s loyalty, revere 
an eagle’s power, and applaud a 
dolphin’s intellect. We hold these 
creatures in high 
esteem, whether they 
are spotted rarely in 
the wild or are daily 
lounging at our feet, 
because we value 
these same attributes 
in ourselves. I’d 
like to add another 
candidate to this list of animal 
virtues: a pigeon’s ardor. 

I care for a flock of four rescue 
pigeons, each of them deemed 
non-releasable after being brought 
injured to the Vermont Institute of 
Natural Science’s Center for Wild 
Bird Rehabilitation. Bennington, 
Springfield, Simon and Garfunkel 
now live protected in a sheltered 
enclosure, tossed together by 
their various misfortunes. While 
it is easy to feel sympathy for 
an injured animal of any kind, I 
am often surprised that the same 
person who rescued the bird may 
tell me, somewhat embarrassed, 
“It’s just a pigeon.”

It’s true that pigeons are not 
rare. Today, Columba livia, the 
rock pigeon, is one of the most 
widely distributed birds on the 
planet. Pigeons evolved to nest 
on rocky sea cliffs in southern 
Europe and the Middle East, 
and humans domesticated these 
birds nearly 10,000 years ago, 
long before keeping chickens. 
People have valued pigeons for 
their meat, as messengers, or as 
companion animals, and have 
bred more than 1,000 different 
colors and varieties of the species. 
Most importantly, people took 
their pigeons with them 
wherever they went, 
and today the global 
population, a 
combination of 
the original 
rock pigeons 
and escaped 
domestics 

from the past ten millennia, is 
around 120 million individuals. 

But to be common in number 
and common in personality are 
two very different things. Simon, 
the only female in my pigeon 

flock, is the object of 
Bennington’s constant 
affections. I have 
watched him run his 
beak gently through 
the hard-to-reach 
feathers on the back of 
her neck for hours on a 
sunny winter morning. 

Though she cannot return the 
favor (she has a badly misaligned 
beak) she follows at his heels 
and keeps the other pigeons out 
of the best nesting box. Pigeons 
are monogamous, keeping one 
partner for life. They continuously 
reaffirm their connections; even in 
January Bennington dances for 
his mate, puffing out the feathers 
around his neck, inflating air 
sacs in his throat, and cooing and 
strutting in front of her. 

Though Simon has yet to lay 
eggs, pigeons can breed nearly 
year-round, even during more 
mild New England winters. This 
ability is granted to them by a 
unique adaptation called crop 
milk. When the young pigeons 
(or squabs) hatch, their parents 
feed them a white, protein-rich 
substance secreted directly from 
the walls of the crop until the 
squabs can digest seeds on their 
own. This milk can be produced at 
any time of year, allowing pigeons 
to raise their young on a nutritious 
diet even while seeds are scarce. 
Both the male and female produce 
this milk, sharing feeding and 
incubation duties as well. 

The devotion that pigeons have 
to their partners and young was 

used to create one of the 
most unique breeds of 

any domesticated 
animal: the 
h o m i n g 
p i g e o n . 

Homing 

pigeons are another domesticated 
breed of Columba livia; these 
heroes are the same species as 
the birds you’re likely to come 
across in city parks. Throughout 
both world wars, homing pigeons 
were used to get messages quickly 
from soldiers in the field to their 
officers back at base. 

Because pigeons have both 
an incredible natural sense 
of direction and a desperate 
dedication to their families, they 
will fly through darkness, storms, 
and falling bombs to get back to 
a waiting mate. Pigeons often 
traveled in aircraft with Royal 
Air Force bomber crews during 
WWII. One pigeon, Winkie, 
saved the entire crew of a crashed 
bomber by flying 120 miles in less 
than two hours to her home coop 
in Scotland, where her owner 
contacted RAF officials, activating 
a rescue mission. Doubtless she 
was unaware of her heroic act and 
was grateful to be safe with her 
partner again — but not nearly as 
grateful as the rescued crew of the 
bomber.

Sometimes, the traits we see 
in animals are less flattering 
than those afforded to the eagles 
and dolphins of the world, and 
usually pigeons get a bad rap. I 
like to remember that they are 
simply living their lives alongside 
us, because our skyscrapers 
remind them of sea cliffs, our 
food is abundant and sometimes 
unattended, and we all want to 
settle down in a safe place with 
someone we love. 

Anna Morris is an environmental 
educator at the Vermont Institute 
of Natural Science. Illustration 
by Adelaide Murphy Tyrol. The 
Outside Story is assigned and 
edited by Northern Woodlands 
magazine and sponsored by the 

Wellborn Ecology 
Fund of the New 

H a m p s h i r e 
C h a r i t a b l e 

Foundation: 
www.nhcf.
org.

Outside
Story

The

Pigeons in Love

VERMONT — The annual 
state-wide Junior Duck Stamp 
Conservation and Design Program 
is underway in Vermont. The U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service invites 
students from pre-K to 12th grade 
to create designs featuring ducks, 
swans, or geese in their natural 
habitats. Designs are judged in 
four age categories, with awards 
for first, second and third places 
and honorable mentions. 

Entries must be received by 
March 15. The judging for the 
art contest will take place on 
Wednesday, March 29, from 1 to 
3 p.m. at the Fairbanks Museum in 
Saint Johnsbury.

The Vermont Best of Show entry 
will compete with contest winners 
from other states in a national 
competition in Washington D.C. 
The first-place national winning 
design is used to create the Federal 
Junior Duck Stamp. Proceeds from 
the sale of Junior Duck Stamps 
support conservation education by 
providing awards and scholarships 
for students, teachers, and schools.

Modeled after the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service’s annual Federal 
Duck Stamp competition, the 
Junior Duck Stamp contest is part 
of an educational curriculum that 
teaches students about waterfowl, 
the importance of wetlands, and 

habitat conservation. Proceeds 
from the sale of Federal Duck 
Stamps protect wetlands through 
land acquisition by the National 
Wildlife Refuge System.

Contest rules and entry forms are 
currently available for download at 

https:/ /www.fws.gov/birds/
education/junior-duck-stamp-
conservation-program.php. For 
more information on the contest 
call the Silvio O. Conte National 
Fish & Wildlife Refuge at (802) 
962-5240, ext. 112. Artwork 
should be sent to the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, 5396 VT Route 
105, Brunswick VT 05905.

Duck stamp design competition underway

MONTPELIER — Vermont 
has a special spring snow goose 
hunting opportunity that will be 
held from March 11 through April 
23.

Since 2009, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service has annually 
issued a “Conservation Order” 
to allow the reduction of the 
population of migrating greater and 
lesser snow geese as well as Ross’ 
geese. The numbers of these geese 
have grown so high that they are 
destroying habitat for themselves 
and other species.

Eight states in the Atlantic 
Flyway (Delaware, Maryland, 
New Jersey, New York, North 
Carolina, Pennsylvania, Virginia, 
and Vermont) will hold a similar 
Spring Snow Goose Conservation 
Order in 2023.

The Vermont 2023 Spring Snow 
Goose Conservation Order will 
occur statewide. The daily bag 
limit is 15 snow geese, and there 
is no possession limit. Waterfowl 
hunting regulations in effect last 
fall will apply during the 2023 
Spring Snow Goose Conservation 

Order with the exception that 
unplugged shotguns and electronic 
calls may be used and shooting 
hours will be extended until one 
half hour after sunset.

A 2023 Spring Snow Goose 
Harvest Permit is required and 
is available at no charge on 
the Vermont Fish and Wildlife 
Department’s website under 
“Hunt” and “Waterfowl.”

Hunters will need a 2023 
Vermont hunting license (residents 
$28, nonresident small game $50), a 
2023 Harvest Information Program 
(HIP) number, a 2022 federal 
migratory hunting stamp ($25), 
and a 2023 Vermont migratory 
waterfowl stamp ($7.50). 

Hunters can register with the 
Harvest Information Program 
by going to Vermont Fish and 
Wildlife’s website or by calling toll 
free 1-877-306-7091.

Hunters who obtain a permit will 
be required to complete an online 
survey prior to May 16, 2023, 
whether they hunted or not. 

“The breeding population of 
greater snow geese has grown 

from approximately 50,000 birds 
in the mid-1960s to 714,000 birds 
today,” said Andrew Bouton, 
Vermont’s waterfowl project 
leader. “This increase has resulted 
in damage to agricultural crops and 
marsh vegetation in staging and 
wintering areas from Quebec to 
North Carolina. Hunting pressure 
to date has aided in reducing the 
population from its high point of 
just over one million birds during 
the period of 2000-2010. The 
Atlantic Flyway has established a 
goal of 500,000 greater snow geese 
to bring populations in balance 
with their habitat and reduce crop 
depredation.”

During spring migration, snow 
geese typically move through the 
Champlain Valley in late March 
and early April. They usually pass 
through Vermont quickly in route to 
their spring staging areas along the 
St. Lawrence River Valley. They 
remain there for about a month 
before moving on to their nesting 
areas in the Eastern Canadian 
Arctic.

VERMONT’S SPECIAL SPRING snow goose hunt will be held from March 11 through April 23.
Photo courtesy of Vermont Fish & Wildlife

State schedules special snow goose hunt

VERMONT — The Barre 
chapter of The Forty and Eight, a 
national veterans organization, is 
offering scholarships to qualified 
undergraduate students enrolled 
in academic programs of study 
leading to either associates or 
bachelor degrees in nursing. These 
scholarships can help veterans 
in related military occupations 
prepare for civilian careers in the 
nursing profession.

The deadline is May 14 for 
submitting applications for 
scholarships for the 2023 fall 
academic semester. Awards to 

successful applicants will be made 
in July 2023. At least one stipend 
of $1,000 or more will be available.

A national program addressing 
the need for more skilled nurses 
is a special interest of La Societé 
des Quarante Hommes et Huit 
Chevaux, the veterans organization 
founded in 1920 and also known 
as “The Forty and Eight.” The 
national program, as of July 
2020, has provided more than 
$34,700,000 and assisted more 
than 52,186 nurses in obtaining 
undergraduate nursing degrees 
and 21,125 more in the advanced 

degree program, since its inception 
in 1955. The chapter in Barre, 
since 2017, has awarded $23,500 
in scholarships to assist 20 nursing 
students enrolled in undergraduate 
nursing programs in Vermont 
colleges and universities.

For more information about 
The Forty and Eight, the Nurses 
Training Program, and the 
Nurses Training Scholarship and 
application forms, please call 
Karlene DeVine at (802) 877-6392 
or email  kdevine@myfairpoint.net 
.

2023 nursing scholarships available

Vergennes Police Log

VERGENNES — Vergennes 
police were active enforcing traffic 
laws in the city between Feb. 8 and 
14, with much of the enforcement 
related to grant work done in 
concert with the Governor’s 
Highway Safety Program.

Police were pleased that 184 
stops made at a Sunday night 
checkpoint funded by the program 
on North Main Street uncovered no 
impaired driving. 

City police also made 30 
other traffic stops during those 
seven days, some related to the 
Governor’s Highway Safety 
Program, with, according to police, 
about half resulting in tickets being 

issued and half in warnings.
Also during that week, Vergennes 

police conducted three patrols by 
cruiser, responded to one accidental 
911 call and one false alarm, and:

• On Feb. 6 worked with another 
agency on an ongoing investigation.

On Feb. 8:
• Checked a report of a 

suspicious vehicle at Vergennes 
Union High School on a day that 
threats were called into schools 
around Vermont, but learned there 
was no problem.

• Responded to a report of 
a Valley Vista resident calling 
for help and determined it was 
unfounded. 

• Spoke to a Main Street resident 
who said a family member was 
threatening her; police told her 
how to obtain a no-stalking order.

On Feb. 10 helped Vergennes 
Union Elementary School staff 
deal with an unruly student, who 
was sent home. 

On Feb. 12 with help from a 
Vermont State Police trooper 
searched a vacant East Street 
property owned by the John 
Graham Shelter after a shelter 
official expressed concern that 
someone might be squatting there. 
Police determined there were no 
signs it was occupied.

Police patrols net more than 184 traffic stops
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*10th annual Free Brakes for Food*
We are collecting food for Addison County HOPE

and are willing to bribe you!

Free brakes for food*
All you have to do is 

bring a bag of 
12 non-perishable 

food items per axle 
for this fine organization!

Hurry! Hurry! Hurry!

* We start off with a Free Brake Inspection and Free Brake Diagnosis. If you need brakes, 
we provide FREE Premium Brake Pads and $45 off the Labor and Install the Pads with the 

purchase of rotors. No other discounts may be combined with this offer.
We do not pad slap!

Go to Hope-VT.org     Dates: Feb. 6- March 10, 2023
“We are proud of this annual drive that’s contributed over 1,000 pounds of 

food to HOPE each year.” — Steve and Lisa Dupoise

Family 
operated 

since 
1982

33 Seymour Street     Middlebury, VT
802-388-7620  •  www.countytirecenter.com

info@countytirecenter.com
Mon - Fri 8am-5pm     Closed Saturday & Sunday

credits factor into Vermont’s 
electricity. Renewable energy 
certificates, or RECs, represent 
the environmental attributes 
of electricity generated by a 
renewable source, where one REC 
is equivalent to one megawatt 
hour of electricity produced by a 
renewable source. 

“These renewable energy 
certificates are the mechanism that 
states throughout New England 
use to measure compliance 
toward their renewable electricity 
requirements,” Poor explained. 

In 2021, Vermont distribution 
utilities retired more than 4 million 
renewable energy certificates to 
meet the obligations outlined in 
the Vermont Renewable Energy 
Standard. Those RECs accounted 
for 71% of Vermont’s electricity 
that year.  
OTHER ENGAGEMENT 

The Public Service Department 
this week slotted two additional 
rounds of webinars to cover the 
topics of: 

• Vermont’s current renewable 
electricity policies. These webinars 
were held Tuesday, Feb. 14, and 
Wednesday, Feb. 15.

• A “parking lot session” to cover 

additional questions on Monday, 
March 13, from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
and Wednesday, March 15, from 12 
noon to 1:30 p.m. 

Registration for upcoming 
webinars and recordings of 
previous webinars can be found 
at publicservice.vermont.gov/
renewables. Recordings of past 
webinars are available at the at 
website too. 

Future phases of the department’s 
engagement process are expected 
to include other opportunities for 
public participation, including 
interactive workshops, surveys 
and polling. The department will 
continue its review of current 
energy policies through this year, 
and in the final phase of the initiative 
(expected to take place September 
through December) will finalize and 
draft its recommendations ahead of 
the 2024 legislative session. 

The department is expected to 
consider adjustments to Vermont’s 
Renewable Energy Standard and 
related renewable energy programs 
that include moving toward 100% 
renewable. 

Lawmakers are also considering 
such an adjustment. Rep. Caleb 
Elder, D-Starksboro, plans to 
sponsor a bill that would raise the 

bar on the state’s renewable energy 
standard to reliance on 100% 
renewable energy sources by 2030.  

Bray said he supports that 
adjustment to the state’s renewable 
energy standard. Currently, the 
standard requires reliance on 75% 
renewable energy sources by 2032. 

“From an equity standpoint, 
there is no other program I know 
of that can deliver renewable 
energy to every Vermonter,” he 
said. “Otherwise, we’re relying 
on individual initiatives like net 
metering. Net metering is a costly 
investment, so not everyone can 
make it and it also leaves out 
the 30% of Vermonters that are 
renters.”

Bray noted there’s much to 
keep in mind when considering 
the shift toward a cleaner energy 
future, such as ensuring Vermont’s 
infrastructure can support increases 
in electricity needs as energy 
sectors move toward electrification. 

“We will have to make 
investments over time to keep the 
grid up to snuff to do the job it 
needs to do. Right now, we have at 
least a decade’s worth of headroom 
in the system, but it takes time to 
build infrastructure; we need to be 
looking 10-15 years out,” he said. 

Renewable energy
(Continued from Page 3A)

Climate matters
Perspectives on Change

BURLINGTON — Jody Lathrop 
of Bristol pleaded not guilty on 
Feb. 15 in United States District 
Court to an indictment charging 
her with mail and wire fraud, tax 
evasion and aiding the preparation 
of falsified tax returns.

U.S. Magistrate Judge Kevin 
J. Doyle released Lathrop, 53, on 
conditions pending trial, which has 
yet to be scheduled.

It was on Jan. 24 that a federal 
grand jury returned a 19-count 
indictment charging Lathrop 
with 11 counts of mail and wire 
fraud; four counts of personal tax 
evasion and four counts of aiding 
the preparation of false corporate 
tax returns. The indictment alleges 
that while serving as manager and 
bookkeeper of Bristol’s Claire 

Lathrop Band Mill Inc. between 
2014 and 2020, Lathrop embezzled 
more than $400,000 by using 
company credit cards to make 
personal purchases of goods and 
services, by using company funds 
to pay the personal credit card 
obligations of herself and other 
family members, and by using 
company money to pay for other 
personal expenses.

The indictment accuses 
Lathrop of trying to conceal the 
embezzlement by miscoding 
the personal expenditures in the 
family firm’s accounting system 
as legitimate business expenses. It 
further alleges that Lathrop aided 
and abetted the preparation and 
submission to the Internal Revenue 
Service of falsified corporate tax 

returns for tax years 2016-2019.
The U.S. Attorney emphasizes 

that the charges in the indictment 
are merely accusations and that the 
defendant is presumed innocent 
unless and until she is proven guilty.

If convicted on the mail and wire 
fraud charges, Lathrop faces up 
to 20 years of imprisonment and 
a fine of up to $250,000 or twice 
the gross gain or loss. The tax 
evasion and aiding and abetting 
charges are punishable by up to five 
and three years of imprisonment, 
respectively, and fines of up to 
$100,000. The actual sentence 
would be determined with reference 
to federal sentencing guidelines.

This case was investigated by 
the Vermont office of the IRS and 
Homeland Security.

Editor’s note: This column is 
meant to scare us all into taking 
action, and it offers the biggest 
single thing we might ever do — 
by March 13 — to stop climate 
change.
By HOWARD JENNINGS

I have examined the findings 
of the 2022 report from the 
International Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) and other 
authoritative research, and what I 
have found is downright terrifying 
for our young people’s future. 

I have a big personal stake in 
this; my grandson Arlo, who just 
turned two, will be tremendously 
impacted by the climate catastrophe 
by the time he is a teenager. I’m 
in this fight for him. One of the 
highest-impact and lowest-cost 
actions we can take for the benefit 
of Arlo’s generation is to protect 
public lands like Vermont’s 
commonly owned backyard: the 
Green Mountain National Forest.
CLIMATE CHANGE HERE 
NOW

Scientists have been warning 
us for decades about global 
warming, but it seemed too far off 
to take as seriously as we should 
have. They told us if the global 
average temperature climbs 3.6 
degrees Fahrenheit or even 2.7 
degrees above the preindustrial 
normal temperature it would have 
catastrophic impacts and might be 
irreversible. Well, we are now at 2 
degrees, and we are already seeing 
climate disasters happening all 
around the globe nearly every day. 

In the U.S. alone, hundreds of 
people are dying of heat waves, 
wildfires and unusual floods or 
ice storms virtually every year, 

(770 people in 2021). Thousands 
of people are flooded or burned 
out of their homes (15% of homes 
in U.S. destroyed or impacted in 
2021). Many are put out of work 
for long periods. Many regions 
in the western U.S. are facing 
prolonged drought conditions that 
will soon force abandonment of 
entire communities. 

In addition to the human 
suffering, the U.S. suffers billions of 
dollars in damages each year from 
these combined disasters ($165 
billion in 2022). This is a huge 
and growing drag on our economy 
that we feel, 
or will feel, 
everywhere, 
even if we 
are not in the 
i m m e d i a t e 
path of a 
d i s a s t e r . 
G l o b a l l y , 
millions of 
people face 
s t a r v a t i o n 
and forced 
migration away from untenable 
living conditions. The immigration 
issues caused by millions of 
refugees are severe and growing. 
We haven’t seen anything yet.

Vermont is hardly immune. 
We’re experiencing milder 
winters, but also erratic cold; 
increasing frequency of floods; 
ski areas struggling; pests moving 
northward from the south; and 
droughts and temperature changes 
threatening crops and forests. 
Things are getting worse, and 
Vermont will not escape climate 
chaos. Carbon emissions caused in 
Vermont affect everyone nationally 

and globally, and we cannot ignore 
our common good and common 
plight.
10 YEARS LEFT?

• The scientists of the IPCC tell 
us that we will likely reach 2.7 
degrees between 2030 and 2050, 
depending upon what actions we 
take worldwide. At 2.7 degrees 
warming its effects may be 
irreversible. 

• Given the huge consequences 
for our children, it would be 
reckless not to do everything we 
possibly can to turn this around by 
2030, only seven years away. 

• There is no 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l 
silver bullet 
coming to save 
us. Even things 
that show promise 
will take many 
years or decades 
to deploy at a large 
enough scale. We 
must lower our 
emissions and 
stop destroying the 

natural world that is a huge part of 
the solution. Now.

The 2022 IPCC Report states: 
“Any further delay in concerted 
global action will miss a brief 
and rapidly closing window to 
secure a livable future.” 

Crop failures and famine will 
be widespread, and global food 
prices will be volatile. Global 
recession is likely to be endemic. 
Wealthy countries like the U.S. 
will be better off than many, but we 
cannot insulate ourselves from this 
worldwide disaster. 
BUT IT’S NOT HOPELESS 

• The Inflation Reduction Act 

of 2022 includes the biggest 
investment in climate solutions in 
U.S. history and builds on major 
electric vehicle infrastructure 
funding in the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act 0f 2022. 
Those and related actions by 
state and local governments are 
projected to reduce U.S. emissions 
in 2030 by 50% from 2005. This is 
huge! 

• There are thousands of 
things being done by businesses, 
nonprofits, communities and 
governments around the world to 
slow the destruction of the natural 
carbon-storing functions of forests 
and oceans, and to increase carbon 
sequestration. 

One huge thing we can do right 
now — stop logging the Green 
Mountain National Forest.

The U.S. Forest Service has 
just released a proposal to log 
11,800 acres in the Telephone 
Gap area of the Green Mountain 
National Forest in the vicinity of 
Chittenden. That is an area larger 
than the city of Burlington. A high 
percentage of the stands proposed 
for cutting are 80 to 160 years 
old or more — the workhorses of 
carbon sequestration. This logging 
is unnecessary and unjustifiable 
economically or environmentally. 
Vermont’s private forests can 
supply all of the timber we need 
while logging younger trees. 
Worse yet, our tax dollars should 
not subsidize logging that hastens 
climate change. And it violates 
the intent of President Biden’s 
2022 executive order to preserve 
mature forests. This is not just 
a Vermont issue; it is a national 
and global issue. This logging on 

public lands cannot be allowed to 
happen. 

The Forest Service proposal is 
based on an out-of-date Forest Plan, 
using old research and policies. 
There is a large and growing body 
of more recent research showing 
that old trees sequester by far the 
most carbon, with the largest 1% 
of trees in the U.S. sequestering a 
huge 30% of the carbon. A recent 
study (Erb et al.) shows that forests 
have the capacity to take up and 
store an amazing half or more 
of the world’s climate-changing 
carbon emissions. 

There is pushback nationwide 
against cutting such old forests, 
and the Forest Service recently 
cancelled a large-sale cutting 
in Oregon because of public 
opposition. You can help make 
that happen here. This is a 
national forest, and anyone in 
the U.S. is free to comment.

Please comment on the 
Forest Service proposal to log 
Telephone Gap by going to this 
link and filling in the simple 
form. cara.fs2c.usda.gov/Public//
CommentInput?Project=60192

Or use this QR code to go to the 
Comment Form

You must submit your 
comment before midnight 
Monday, March 13. 

Life on Earth is not a video 
game we can reset and play again. 
Climate change will be the end of 
human habitation on many parts 
of our planet — soon — unless 
we take dramatic action to stop it 
now. We CAN and must do this. 
Vermonters have our first big shot 
by March 13. Let’s do it!

A future column will offer more 

H O W A R D JENNINGS 
OF Bristol is working to reverse 
human-caused climate change 
to protect the world that his 
two-year-old grandson, Arlo, 
grows up in.

Our young people’s future, our forests, our changing climate

information on the Telephone 
Gap project and the critical role 
forests play in mitigating global 
warming, slowing the looming 
biodiversity and extinction crises, 
and protecting water quality.

—————
Howard Jennings, a Bristol 

resident, is the former research 
director of Mobility Lab, a 
transportation think tank in 
Virginia. He is now working with 
Save Public Forests, a collective 
effort of scientists, researchers, 
ecologists and individuals from 
many organizations, united 
in researching and promoting 
realistic modern-day solutions 
to climate change, forest 
degradation and the biodiversity 
crisis. 

Scan this QR code 
to visit the site where 
you can give the U.S. 
Forest Service feedback 
on their plan to log 
Telephone Gap.

“We are 
absolutely out of 
time if we don’t 
act aggressively 
now.”

Lathrop pleads not guilty to 19 counts
Federal judge releases Bristol woman on conditions pending trial

DO YOU HAVE AN OPINION?
Email your Letter to the Editor to: news@addisonindependent.com

ADDISON  COUNTY

School News
Chessley B. Blacklock of New 

Haven has been named to the 
dean’s list in the University of 
Notre Dame’s College of Science 
for outstanding scholarship during 

the fall 2022 semester. Students 
who achieve dean’s honors at Notre 
Dame represent the top 30 percent 
of students in their college.
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MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
     388 Exchange Street
    802-388-4937

Mon. - Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4

Open
7 days

www.MiddleburyAgway.com

Join us and start 
a conversation 

about seed 
starting!

Bring your own 
information and learn
more with High Mowing!

PLUS 20% off
all seeds and starting supplies 
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 

only…2/17-2/19

(cannot be combined 
with any other sale or 

offer, while supplies last)

Talk located in our Greenhouse!

Feb 18, 10-11 a.m.
Middlebury Agway
highmowingseeds.com

DON’T WORRY,  
BEER HOPPY!

260 Court Street,Suite 3
Middlebury, VT

(former location of Olympia Sports)

www.Hare.dog    |    (802) 458-8060

MIDDLEBURY — As part of 
their spring 2023 speaker series, 
the Middlebury the American 
Association of University 
Women (AAUW) and Ilsley 
Public Library are hosting 
a presentation by Addison 
Independent news editor John 
McCright on Tuesday evening, 
Feb. 21, at 7 p.m., in the Ilsley’s 
Jessica Swift meeting room.

During his presentation 
McCright will talk about the 
changes he has seen during his 
three decades in journalism, 
and offer some information on 
how the Addison Independent 
will both adjust and grow in the 
future — even in this coming 
year. “The way that a community 
newspaper covers the news is 
changing in this digital age,” says 
McCright, “but the role of the 

community newspaper continues 
to be the same as it has been for 
the last century or two: to help 
glue together the people and 
institutions in Addison County 
by showing what is going on.”

McCright oversees the 
gathering of news for the 
Independent, managing a staff 
that includes three full-time 
reporters, a photographer, an 
online editor, a copyeditor, and 
many outside contributors. He 
works closely with the publisher, 
production department, 
advertising staff, and front-office 
crew to make sure the news gets 
to the community.

AAUW is a non-profit 
organization founded in 1881. 
Its mission is to advance gender 
equity for women and girls 
through research, education, 

and advocacy. The Middlebury 
branch, founded in 1922, meets 
once a month from September 
through May, and sponsors 
presentations open to the public. 
Following its spring 2022 series 
on “Polarization,” this spring 
AAUW will focus on “Creating 
Community.” Middlebury 
College Professor of Political 
Science Sarah Stroup will speak 
on conflict transformation on 
March 21. Wake Forest Professor 
of Neuroscience Shannon 
McCauley Ramback will speak 
on women in the sciences on 
April 18.

For more information about 
AAUW, visit aauw.org. With 
questions about local AAUW 
activities, contact Ann Straub 
(207-210-5563) or Liane Barrera 
(802-388-7421).

JOHN McCRIGHT

ACSD
(Continued from Page 1A)

Monday’s debate drew 
impassioned arguments from two 
factions of the board; one that 
said towns should 
have sole discretion 
in determining the 
fate of their own 
elementary schools, 
with the other arguing 
all voters should be 
able to decide such 
matters because all 
nine ACSD schools 
are financed under a 
single budget borne by 
taxpayers in all seven 
member towns.

“I feel like handing 
over a decision about 
allocation of those 
resources to one town 
over the rest of the 
district is legally improper,” board 
member Mary Heather Noble 
said. “I think folks who are really 
pushing for a town vote don’t have 
trust that the rest of the voters also 
expect figures and plans and also 
expect some kind of description of 
what the mitigation strategy will be 
on the impacts to their neighbors. 
We are all neighbors here.”

Noble said opponents to 
districtwide school closure votes 
appear to be pushing for the ACSD 
to revert back to a supervisory 
union, a system in which member 
towns have oversight over the 
funding and future of their own 
schools, but not other towns’ 

elementary schools.
“We’re not the ACSU anymore,” 

the Middlebury resident said. 
“We are a unified district with 

one budget and an 
electorate that’s 
responsible for that 
budget.”

Board member 
James “Chip” 
Malcolm of 
Middlebury said 
part of the intent of 
Vermont’s Act 46 — 
the school governance 
consolidation law — 
was to “take away 
the idea of a ‘town’ 
school, or at least 
blur the boundaries 
… I just never can get 
by the fact that once 
you get away from or 

put in something that allows that 
town to have complete control and 
not the district — that, to me, is 
undemocratic.”

Members supporting town 
vetoes over school closures also 
explained their stance. Board 
member Joanna Doria of Ripton 
said vesting more local control in 
schools could be seen as a good-
faith gesture in winning support for 
the weighty issues the ACSD board 
will be fielding during the next 
few years. Those issues include a 
potential massive repair bond for 
local schools and a strategic plan 
for education equity that’s being 
crafted by district stakeholders.

“I think if we choose to work 
with towns as allies, we will have 
more chances for success,” Doria 
said.

“I believe this is our opportunity 
to show our community that we are 
focused on real efforts and good-
faith engagement,” she added. “I 
trust that all of our families not only 
want what’s best for their town’s 
kids, but also their neighbors’ kids. 
We have to trust out towns if we 
are presuming to ask for their trust 
in return.”

Board member Barb Wilson 
of Shoreham said while she 
believes there are “many benefits 
with district consolidation,” 
she also contended 
that the “more 
encompassing districts 
dilute democratic 
participation in 
schools and, as a result, 
distance schools from 
the community.

“Since I’ve been 
actively involved, I 
have witnessed this 
dilution and distancing 
across our rural 
towns,” she added. “I 
strongly believe that 
requiring a town vote 
to close a school helps 
to counterbalance this loss.”

Wilson said she’s heard district 
parents and community members 
voice concerns about how closing 
their local school could affect “the 
learning and emotional outcomes 

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Some 

Addison Central School District 
board members said they hoped 
Monday’s charter change imposing 
the extra hurdle of a districtwide 
vote for school closures had finally 
settled a local-control 
issue that’s been debated 
for at least four years.

But the panel’s 
decision could be 
challenged — and soon. 
A citizens’ group called 
Save Our Schools, or 
SOS, presented the 
ACSD board with a legal 
opinion just hours before 
the start of Monday’s 
meeting. It asserted that 
the panel should have 
included on the March 
7 Town Meeting Day 
warning a petitioned article asking 
voters to decide whether school 
closures should be up to the voters 
in the town in which the school is 
located, or by the combined district 
voters.

“It’s never going to get resolved,” 
board member Steve Orzech of 
Middlebury predicted. “People say 
we need to do this and move on. We 
have a group in our community who 
will only stop when they get a town 
vote.”

Petitioners back on Jan. 9 asked 
the ACSD board to warn their 
proposed referendum for March 7. 
The board declined, citing a legal 

opinion from district attorney Pietro 
Lynn submitting that “the state 
statute that governs amendments 
to articles of agreement classified 
ACSD’s Article 14 concerning 
school closure as a matter for the 
board to decide, because it was not 

included in the originally 
warned articles for the 
district’s unification,” 
ACSD board Chair 
Victoria Jette said 
through an email to the 
Independent.

But SOS attorney 
Nicholas Low of the firm 
Tarrant, Gillies & Shems 
believes the board was 
wrong in taking that 
position.

“The board is required 
to warn the petitioned 
article because 

amending Article 14 is within the 
power of the voters,” reads Low’s 
legal opinion, a full copy of which 
can be found with this story online 
at addisonindependent.com.

“As the right to amend articles 
of agreement within (Vermont state 
statutes) § 722(b) is within voter 
authority, the petition to allow 
voters to choose how to amend 
ACSD Article 14 is enforceable,” 
Low concludes in his letter.

He further argued that the 
ACSD board “must” now put the 
referendum to a special vote in 
the seven communities, given the 
warning deadline for Town Meeting 

has now passed.
“If the ACSD board does not warn 

the petitioned article, a lawsuit may 
be filed to compel the warning,” he 
concluded.

Members of the ACSD board’s 
executive committee on Monday 
afternoon held an emergency 
meeting with ACSD attorney 
Christopher Leopold to discuss 
Low’s opinion.

“(Leopold) confirmed that his 
January 2020 opinion still stood, 
and that the board could move 
forward with its vote if it chose to 
do so,” Jette said. “This opinion 
was consistent with the counsel that 
Pietro Lynn provided in January 
2023, so the executive committee 
felt it was appropriate for the board 
to proceed with the vote to amend 
Article 14 as warned.”

It should also be noted that 
current or future ACSD board 
members could resurrect the charter 
change debate at any time. And SOS 
has been recruiting like-minded 
candidates to run for the panel. Last 
year, Mary Cullinane of Weybridge 
and Amy McGlashan of Ripton — 
both of whom had opposed efforts 
to cede the board’s school closure 
control to town voters — were 
defeated by Jamie McCallum and 
Joanna Doria, respectively. Both 
McCallum and Doria on Monday 
endorsed the proposed charter 
change that would give town voters 
veto power over proposals to close 
their local schools.

SOS could sue ACSD board

of the children impacted.”
While she doesn’t think the 

district’s rural towns “are hung up 
on giving up their local control,” 
she said “I believe they are just 
trying to achieve democratic 
accountability and equity to ensure 
that their children don’t become a 

casualty in the process 
of closing schools.

“Equity has no 
traction without 
democracy,” Wilson 
added.

Board member Steve 
Orzech of Middlebury 
has asserted the school 
board should ideally 
retain complete 
authority over school 
closure decisions. It 
was he who offered an 
amendment that would 
have allowed the 
ACSD board to close 

a school with a simple majority 
vote — as opposed to the current 
supermajority requirement. His 
proposed amendment failed to get 
a second, however.

“I think it’s beyond absurd for 

this school board to surrender 
one of the only powers it has to 
try to bring a budget in line,” he 
said of school-closure decisions. 
“When you take that power away 
from the board, you 
have a situation where 
we have all of the 
responsibility and none 
of the power. If you 
know anything about 
being at a job, that’s an 
untenable situation.”

Allowing towns veto 
power over school 
closures could usher in 
other rules to weaken 
the school board, 
Orzech said.

“What’s next? That now we have 
to have a town vote about whether 
to hire or fire a superintendent?” he 
asked.

The board voted 6-4 against 
granting towns veto 
power over closing their 
own schools.
SUPERMAJORITY?

Wilson said she 
could go along with 
a districtwide vote 
— if it required a 
“supermajority” of 
those casting ballots to 
endorse a school closure 
referendum. She defined 
such a supermajority as 
75%.

“This makes a lot 
of sense,” Doria said 
of Wilson’s proposal, saying it 
could help balance the impact of 
Middlebury’s longer voting rolls in 
a bid to shutter a rural school.

But Noble countered the larger 
margin of victory sought through 
Wilson’s motion could potentially 
hamper the board’s ability to serve 
all students equally.

“I feel like to tie 
a board’s hands 
with requiring 75% 
majority of the 
electorate to be able to 
manage its resources 
responsibly, sets the 
board up for potential 
financial malpractice,” 
she said.

But board member 
Lindsey Hescock of 
Middlebury noted 

a 75% threshold has proved 
attainable when it comes to recent 
ACSD budget votes.

“I’m not sure comparing a 
budget vote with a school vote is 
the same thing,” Noble challenged.

“It’s apples to 
oranges, but it’s 
still fruit,” Hescock 
replied.

Wilson’s proposed 
amendment failed, 
7-6, with Board Chair 
Victoria Jette casting 
the decisive vote.

It remains to be 
seen if Monday’s 
change to Article 14 
of the ACSD charter 
will endure. A lawyer 
representing the 
local group Save Our 

Schools has hinted at legal action 
(see related story on this page).

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

“If the ACSD 
board does 
not warn the 
petitioned 
article, a 
lawsuit may 
be filed to 
compel the 
warning.”
— SOS attorney 

Nicholas Low
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“Once you 
… put in 
something 
that allows 
that town to 
have complete 
control and not 
the district — 
that, to me, is 
undemocratic.”

— Chip Malcolm

“I trust that all 
of our families 
not only want 
what’s best for 
their town’s 
kids, but also 
their neighbors’ 
kids. We have 
to trust our 
towns if we 
are presuming 
to ask for their 
trust in return.”

— Joanna Doria

“The more 
encompassing 
districts dilute 
democratic 
participation in 
schools and, 
as a result, 
distance 
schools 
from the 
community.”

— Barb Wilson

“It’s beyond 
absurd for this 
school board 
to surrender 
one of the only 
powers it has 
to try to bring a 
budget in line.”

— Steve Orzech
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Breakfast 
(Continued from Page 1A)

electric bills.
It’s an investment that’s paid big 

dividends, according to Bray. He 
said Vermonters collectively paid 
roughly $709 million (through the 
electricity surcharge on their bills) 
into Efficiency Vermont between 
2000 and 2020. That $709 million 
investment yielded $2.8 billion 
in power savings for Vermonters 
during the 20-year 
period, according to 
Bray.

“Roughly a $4 
stake for every $1 
committed,” he said.

“We have 
confidence in that 
(Efficiency Vermont) 
model; we know 
how to use a model 
like that and pull it 
together, as a state,” 
Bray said.

Vermonters are 
currently spending 
around $700 million 
annually on heat — 
around $1,000 for every resident 
of the state.

“The current system is both 
polluting and unaffordable,” he 
said. “We have an opportunity to 
address both those things.”

Rather than recommending a 
surcharge on Vermonters’ heating 
fuel purchases, AHA would 
establish a “clean heat standard” 
that would require wholesale 
sellers of fossil heating fuels (oil, 

gas, coal) to reduce pollution 
over time, in line with Vermont’s 
Global Warming Solutions Act 
requirements.

This means “fossil fuel sellers 
would have to deliver or pay for 
cleaner heat options — mostly 
for lower and middle income 
Vermonters — and especially with 
solutions that cut costs over time, 
like weatherization, heat pumps, 

and advanced wood 
heat,” according to 
the Vermont Energy 
Action Network, a 
coalition of more 
than 200 nonprofits, 
businesses and 
other organizations 
dedicated to 
achieving the state’s 
climate and energy 
c o m m i t m e n t s 
“ in ways that 
create a more 
just, thriving and 
sustainable future for 
Vermonters.”

Bray said AHA 
services would be provided on a 
sliding scale to make them readily 
affordable to all Vermonters.

“I want to be clear that this isn’t 
a something-for-nothing program,” 
he said. “We’re going to make 
strategic investments that help us 
save money.”

He projected a savings of $6.4 
billion from the time AHA is 
launched to the year 2050.

“It helps address the cost 

of heating, the affordability of 
expenses associated with heating, 
and it meets our environmental 
mandate,” Bray said.

Supporters of AHA acknowledge 
they’ll need convince Vermonters 
it’ll be worth the expense and effort. 
Members of the state’s business 
community — and particularly 
fossil fuel dealers — will be among 
the toughest to win over, as S.5 will 
increase their costs, which figure to 
be passed on to consumers.

Paul Stone is co-owner of 
Stonewood Farm in 
Orwell. The farm 
is one of the state’s 
largest producers 
of turkey products 
and uses a lot of 
energy each year — 
in part to create a 
consistent 95-degree 
temperature for its 
maturing turkeys. 
Stone spoke at 
Monday’s breakfast 
about his concerns 
with S.5.

“I really support 
the concept; I think 
all of us want to 
reduce fossil fuel 
use and heating costs 
for our homes,” he 
said. “But I’m really 
concerned about the 
mechanism of the 
bill and how it raises 
money and spends money.”

He elaborated on those concerns 
in a Jan. 19 letter to the editor in the 
Addison Independent.

“To be succinct about this, this is a 
sneaky tax on fossil fuel consumers. 
While the bill says nothing about 
a tax, there is only one way fuel 
dealers can raise the money they 
will need to help their customers 
achieve greenhouse gas emission 
reductions. That is to charge their 
customers more — in essence, a 
tax,” he stated in his letter.

“The name of the bill is very 
misleading because the whole point 
of the bill is to increase the cost of 
heating by fossil fuels so as to force 
people, consumers, to switch to 
electricity, heat pumps, etc.”

At Monday’s breakfast, Addison 
resident Mark Boivin challenged 

lawmakers to take other steps 
to encourage people to wean 
themselves off fossil fuels, such 
as removing the sales tax from 
insulation products.

“The low-hanging fruit is on 
home insulation,” he said.

Bray figures to hear similar 
concerns about AHS as part of 
testimony delivered in the Vermont 
Statehouse.

“The good news for me in this 
conversation is we have a lot of 
shared values,” he said. “The 

question is, how 
are we going to do 
it as effectively as 
possible?”

He noted that AHA, 
if approved this 
biennium, wouldn’t 
be implemented until 
2025-2026. And Bray 
hopes AHA will be 
allowed to prove 
itself in the same 
manner Efficiency 
Vermont has done 
during the past two 
decades.

“Back in 2000, 
we had the highest 
electric rates in New 
England. Now we 
have the second-
lowest,” he said.
SHERIFF 
OVERSIGHT

Other discussion at Monday’s 
legislative breakfast focused on:

• Legislative efforts to increase 
public oversight over county 
sheriffs. Two Addison County 
lawmakers will play a big role in 
that discussion: Sen. Ruth Hardy, 
chair of the Senate Government 
Operations Committee, and Rep. 
Matt Birong, D-Vergennes, who 
co-chairs the House Government 
Operations & Military Affairs 
Committee.

Currently, county sheriffs 
operate autonomously and can only 
be removed through a complex and 
arduous legislative impeachment 
process. Many state and local 
officials have lamented the lack of 
a more expeditious way to rein in 
sheriffs who have made headlines 
in recent years for all the wrong 
reasons. Birong on Monday cited 
the example of Addison County 
Sheriff Peter Newton, who refused 
to resign last year after having been 
cited for assault charges. He also 
alluded to recent cases involving 
sheriffs in Franklin, Orange and 
Benington counties.

“What we have here is a very 
established and persistent pattern 
of … nefarious behavior, blatant 
assault, financial impropriety,” 
he said. “It is an office that has 
very little oversight, and if that 
oversight is applied, there’s very 
little accountability.”

• Legislation aimed at boosting 
the state’s childcare industry and 
mandating paid family/medical 
leave for Vermont workers.

• Legislation that would establish 
a universal primary care system in 
the state.

• The potential transfer of the 
Addison Central School to the 
town of Addison. Per state statute, 

the town has the right to purchase 
the now-vacant building from the 
Addison Northwest School District 
for $1. A few Addison residents at 
Monday’s breakfast lamented the 
condition of the building — they 
said it had been stripped of some 
equipment and appliances — and 
asked for state assistance in getting 
a tenant for the structure.

The next Addison County 
legislative breakfast will be at the 
Bristol American Legion Hall off 
Airport Road on Monday, April 27. 
Breakfasts start at 7 a.m., with the 
program beginning at 7:30 a.m.

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

PAUL STONE, CO-OWNER of Orwell’s Stonewood Farm, shares 
some of his concerns about proposed Affordable Heat Act legislation 
that’s been filed in the state Senate.

Independent photos/Steve James
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“I want to be 
clear that this 
(Affordable 
Heat Act) isn’t a 
something-for-
nothing program. 
We’re going to 
make strategic 
investments that 
help us save 
money.”

— Sen. Chris Bray

“What we have 
here is a very 
established 
and persistent 
pattern of 
… nefarious 
behavior, blatant 
assault, financial 
impropriety. 
(County sheriff) 
is an office that 
has very little 
oversight, and 
if that oversight 
is applied, 
there’s very little 
accountability.”

— Rep. Matt Birong
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DIGITAL DOESN’T HAVE TO BE HARD
Here at the Addy Indy we have always seen it as our job to 

help connect your business with its clients.

As times change and technology evolves, pairing
digital services with your print advertising campaigns is the 

best way to quickly & efficiently connect with the community.

Independent Digital Marketing can help you
better reach our region with:

digital@addisonindependent.com

802-388-4944

addisonindependent.com/independent-digital-marketing

CONTACT US TODAY TO GET STARTED!

DIGITAL DIRECTORY 
MANAGEMENT

ONLINE 
ADVERTISING

WEB DESIGN & 
DEVELOPMENT

In the market to buy, 
build or renovate a home? 
Or use equity to 
cover improvements 
to your home?

Contact Community Lender Lindi Quesnel 
today at National Bank of Middlebury 
to discuss your need for fi nancing! 
Lindi is available to meet 
one-on-one with you in 
person or over the phone!

SUPERIOR LOCAL 
SERVICE FROM 
YOUR HOMETOWN 
LENDER!

Lindi Quesnel
Community Lender
NMLS# 968279
p: 802-382-3051 
f: 802-388-6077
lquesnel@nbmvt.com

P.O. Box 189, 30 Main Street
Middlebury, VT 05753

BRANDON • BRISTOL • HINESBURG • MIDDLEBURY • VERGENNES

nbmvt.com • 877-508-8455 • NMLS# 403372

APPLY ONLINE

MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 
police on Feb. 8 received a report 
from Vermont Field Sports staff 
about suspicious behavior in their 
parking lot off Route 7 South that 
they believed might have involved 
drug dealing. 

Police said the same people 
attempted to purchase a handgun 
from the store a short while later, 
but were denied.

In other action last week, 
Middlebury police:

• Checked on the welfare of a 
person in Jayne Court who had 
been experiencing mental health 
issues on Feb. 6.

• Investigated a 
report of children 
allegedly being left 
unattended inside a 
parked car in front of 
a Washington Street business on 
Feb. 6. Police said the vehicle was 
gone upon their arrival.

• Enforced the town’s overnight 
winter parking ban in downtown 
on Feb. 6.

• Executed a warrant, with 
state police support, at a home 
on Columbus Smith Road in 
Salisbury in connection with what 
authorities simply termed “ongoing 
investigations.”

• Helped a local drunken man get 
home safely on Feb. 7.

• Responded to a noise complaint 
on Valley View Road on Feb. 7.

• Responded to a Feb. 8 report 
of a person in the Court Street area 
offering to give away cats that had 
purportedly not been vaccinated 
against rabies.

• Assisted a Court Street resident 
on Feb. 8 who had been dealing 
with trespassing issues.

• Helped get services for a 
Route 7 South resident who had 
been dealing with mental health 
challenges on Feb. 8.

• Assisted state police in 
responding to a domestic dispute 
off Peddler Mill Road in Ripton on 
Feb. 8.

• Received what turned out to be 
a hoax report of a school shooting 

at Middlebury Union High School 
on Feb. 8. MUHS was one of 21 
schools in Vermont that received 
such a hoax report, and state and 
federal authorities are investigating.

• Warned a person to refrain 
from sorting through a Court Street 
Dumpster on Feb. 9.

• Investigated a truancy complaint 
on Feb. 9.

• Responded to a report of a man 
banging on the window of a Tri-
Valley Transit bus on Academy 
Street on Feb. 10. Police said they 
took the man into protective custody 
and took him to detox at Marble 

Valley Correction 
Facility.

• Referred, to state 
police, a report they 
received about an 
alleged domestic 

assault in Orwell on Feb. 10.
• Served a temporary restraining 

on a local person on Feb. 10.
• Cited Scott D. Lanpher, 34, 

of Leicester for violating the 
court-ordered conditions of his 
release, after allegedly finding 
drug paraphernalia in his vehicle 
following an investigation off 
Colonial Drive on Feb. 11.

• Collected evidence on Feb. 11 
from Porter Hospital related to a 
potential sexual assault case.

• Checked on the welfare of a 
houseless person found camping in 
a stairwell of a Main Street building 
on Feb. 11. Police found the person 
temporary housing for the evening.

• Assisted Vermont State Police 
at the scene of a car crash on South 
Main Street on Feb. 11.

• Investigated a reported theft 
from a vehicle parked off Exchange 
Street on Feb. 11.

• Assisted a local resident who 
had been receiving scam calls on 
Feb. 11.

• Assisted Middlebury Regional 
EMS and Brandon Rescue on a 
medical call in the Water Street area 
on Feb. 11.

• Served a no-trespass-order on 
Feb. 12 on a person who wasn’t 
wanted at Greg’s Market & Deli.

ADDISON COUNTY — 
Vermont State Police reported 
three motor vehicle crashes during 
the first two weeks of the month; 
and troopers also found a missing 
person and started investigation of 
gunfire into a Monkton home.

The first crash took place on Feb. 
1 at around 8 a.m., when troopers 
responded to a two-vehicle crash 
on Route 7 in New Haven. Police 
said Joey Boise, 49, of New Haven 
was driving a GMC 2500 pickup 
southbound on Route 7 and stopped 
to turn left into the Cyclewise 
parking lot when he was struck 
from behind by a 2017 Chevy TRX 
driven by Danielle Wallace, 39, of 
Vergennes. Boise was uninjured, 
but Wallace was taken to UVM 
Medical Center for treatment of 
injuries that were suspected to be 
minor.

Police closed Route 7 for 
approximately 45 minutes to clean 
up after the crash.

Troopers were assisted on scene 
by members of the Department 
of Motor Vehicles, New Haven 
Fire and Rescue and Middlebury 
Regional EMS.

State police remind drivers that 
during winter months snow and ice 
may cause vision issues.

Separately, on Feb. 3 at 11:22 
p.m., state police logged a report 
of a one-car roll over crash on 
116 South near Carlstrom Road in 
Bristol. No injuries were reported 
for driver Savannah Leclaire, 26, of 
Richford, though she was taken to 
Porter Hospital. Police allege that 
she was intoxicated, and after she 
was released from Porter, Leclaire 

Suspicious behavior
reported at local store

Police Log
Middlebury

Police probe shots fired at Monkton home

Police Log
Vt. State

was taken to the New Haven state 
police barracks, where she was 
processed and cited for driving 
under the influence, second offense.

Finally, on Feb. 8 at a few minutes 
after 5 p.m., troopers responded to 
a two-car crash at the intersection 
of Route 30 and Leicester Whiting 
Road in the Whiting village. Police 
report that Walter Duda, 88, of 
Poultney was driving a 1993 Honda 
Civic westbound on Leicester 
Whiting Road when he failed to 
stop at a stop sign and entered 
Route 30 at approximately 30 
mph. Duda’s Honda stuck a 2019 
Subaru Outback driven southbound 
on Route 30 at about 40 mph by 
Katherine Stiles, 30, of Hubbardton.

Stiles was not injured during the 
crash, but Duda and a passenger 
were.

Duda was taken to Porter 
Medical Center for suspected minor 
injuries and his passenger, 44-year-
old Jackie Doty of Poultney, was 
transported to UVM Medical 
Center.

Both cars were judged to be total 
losses.

Impairment was not suspected 
to be a contributing factor in this 
crash. Police issued Duda two 
traffic tickets with a combined fee 
of $382.

Meanwhile, state police 
have asked the public for help 
determining the origin of gunfire 

into a Monkton home on Feb. 1. 
On that Wednesday at 4:35 p.m., 
troopers responded to a report of 
gunshots fired into a residence on 
Vaughn Court in Monkton. No one 
in the home was injured.

Troopers canvassed the area 
and interviewed several witnesses. 
Evidence collected at the scene 
indicated that approximately five 
shots were fired at the home from 
outside. Police also gathered 
evidence from inside the residence.

Anyone with any information 
regarding this incident is asked to 
contact the New Haven barracks at 
802-388-4919. You can also submit 
an anonymous tip online at vsp.
vermont.gov/tipsubmit.

And on Feb. 2 at a few minutes 
before 11 p.m., troopers responded 
to a report of a missing person in 
Bristol. The Bristol resident was 
last seen leaving their residence 
a day earlier. The disappearance 
was not believed to be suspicious, 
but there were concerns for the 
person’s wellbeing. Vermont State 
Police requested the public’s help 
in finding the resident. The missing 
person was reported to be found 
and safe at 7:17 the next morning.

On Feb. 5 at 10:20 p.m. state 
police stopped a vehicle at the 
intersection of Route 7 and 
Monkton Road in Ferrisburgh 
and cited Eric F. Alger, 57, of 
Middlebury for driving with a 
criminally suspended license. 

Last Friday, Feb. 10, at around 
5:30 p.m. someone came into the 
New Haven barracks and reported 
an incident that had occurred earlier 
that day at a Route 22A home in 

Orwell. Troopers investigated and 
said they determined that Wayne 
Mahoney, 56, of Orwell had 
attempted to cause bodily injury to a 
household member. Mahoney came 
to the New Haven barracks that 
evening, he was cited for domestic 
assault and released.

Finally, this past Monday, 
Feb. 13, at 10 p.m. state police 
responded to the intersection of  
Hardscrabble Road and Boro Hill 
Road in Monkton for one-car crash. 
Police were told that the vehicle 
had crashed into the porch of a 
residence.  

Witnesses saw the vehicle flee the 
scene prior to police arrival. 

Approximately 10 minutes later, 
troopers responded to a report of a 
belligerent man banging on the door 
of a home on States Prison Hollow 
Road in Monkton. The vehicle 
at States Prison Hollow Road 
address matched the description of 
the vehicle given by witnesses at 
Hardscrabble Road. 

Police ultimately identified 
the man as Jacob Jimmo, 37, 
of Lincoln, who had two active 
warrants for his arrest. 

After a brief struggle with 
Jimmo, troopers placed him under 
arrest, took him to the New Haven 
barracks, cited him for aggravated 
disorderly conduct, resisting 
arrest, leaving the scene of an 
accident, grossly careless and 
negligent driving, driving with a 
criminally suspended license, and 
violation of conditions of release.

Police lodged Jimmo at 
the Marble Valley Regional 
Correctional Facility on $500 bail.

ADDISON COUNTY — The 
Community College of Vermont has 
released its honors list for the fall 
2022 semester. Local students on 
the list include: 

PRESIDENT’S LIST
(full-time students with a 4.0 

grade point average)
Lincoln: Grayson Connel.
Middlebury: Justin Koontz.
Vergennes: Raia Bryant.

Area students make the grade at Community College of Vermont
ADDISON 
COUNTY School Briefs

DEAN’S LIST
(full-time students with a grade 

point average between 3.5 and 3.99)
Addison: Madison Perkins.
Ferrisburgh: Thane Gill, Cierra 

Hoyt and Lani Keomanyvanh.
North Ferrisburgh: Tori Scott
Panton: Kassidy Quinlan.
Starksboro: Eve McCormick.

Vergennes: Morgan Hurlburt, 
Madison Laberge and Opal Sutton.

Whiting: Connor Watters.
HONORS LIST 

(part-time students with a 4.0 
grade point average)

Addison: Heidi Fields and Brad 
Russett.

Bristol: Erin Gebo, Rachel 
Gracie and Tracey Orvis.

Ferrisburgh: Rachel Gill.
Granville: Tyler Burg.

Lincoln: Roza Stewart.
Middlebury: Elizabeth Harke, 

Charissa Swan and Shannah Weller.
New Haven: Ashley Gorton and 

Julia Norris.
Orwell: Jamilah Mishoe.
Salisbury: William Barber.
Starksboro: Liana Szczecinski 

and Ava Young.
Vergennes: Jennifer Moulton 

and Sarah Peterson.
Weybridge: Priscilla Barry.
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MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
     388 Exchange Street
    802-388-4937

Mon. - Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4

Open
7 days

www.MiddleburyAgway.com

Join us and start 
a conversation 

about seed 
starting!

Bring your own 
information and learn
more with High Mowing!

PLUS 20% off
all seeds and starting supplies 
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 

only…2/17-2/19

(cannot be combined 
with any other sale or 

offer, while supplies last)

Talk located in our Greenhouse!

Feb 18, 10-11 a.m.
Middlebury Agway
highmowingseeds.com

OtterCreekBakery.com

14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDDLEBURY, VT  |  802-388-3371

LunchLunch

Stop in for your next 
delicious & warm 
grilled sandwich.
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OPEN SUNDAY & MONDAY 8AM-2PM 
TUESDAY—SATURDAY, 7AM-4PM

no specific civic experience, but 
has an extensive engineering and 
technology résumé and says he is 
ready for public service.

All agreed to answer 
four questions posed by the 
Independent, and their responses 
are printed here. 

1. Please supply a brief bio, 
including any relevant civic 
service as well as basic career 
background.

RAKOWSKI: Elected to City 
Council in 2021, and current 
member of the Recreation 
Committee, I also serve as 
treasurer of the Vergennes Union 
High School Commodore Friends 
of Music. From 2014-2020, I was 
a Vergennes representative to the 
School Board, serving as ANWSD 
board chair for three years. My 
previous service includes years 
on the boards of Vergennes Swim 
Team, Vergennes Elementary 
School Community Group, and 
Evergreen Preschool.

Originally from upstate New 
York, I attended Boston College, 
then the University of Minnesota, 
before moving to Vermont in 
1999. Brent and I fell in love with 
Vergennes and were fortunate 
to find a home here in 2001, 
where we now live with our four 
teenagers. I began my speech-
language pathology career in the 
Vergennes schools, then spent 
17 years working with young 
children and their families as an 
early interventionist throughout 
Addison County. In 2020, I 
transitioned back into the schools 
(just in time for the pandemic!) 
and currently work for Addison 
Central School District.

BRINKMAN: Born at Porter 
Hospital and raised in Vergennes, 
I have now resided on Maple 
Street for over 20 years with my 
husband. I did venture out to 
California for about five years 
but returned to have and raise my 
daughter here. She is currently 
in Oahu working on her PhD in 
astronomy at the U of Hawaii.

I am newly retired from a long 
career in public health at the 
Vermont Department of Health 
Laboratory working in drinking 
water chemistry, radiochemistry 
and testing blood for lead 
poisoning. 

My extensive list of civic 
service includes the VUES and 
ANWSD board of directors, 
Consolidation Study Committee, 
Addison County Solid Waste 
Management board, Vergennes 
Planning Commission, Addison 
County Regional Planning 
Commission, Addison County 
Regional Energy Committee, 
Vergennes Citizens Review Board 
Exploratory Committee and the 
Vergennes Energy Committee. 
My role on these boards and 
committees often includes the 
leadership positions of chair and 
executive committees.

HUIZENGA: Father, husband, 
chef, restaurant owner, brewer. 
Vergennes City Council member 
since 2020.

PERLEY: I am a former 
engineer at IBM, now a technical 
lead at DR Power Equipment. 
I’ve lived in Vergennes for about 
six years. I have one daughter 
in Ferrisburgh, an engineer at 
Collins. The other daughter (and 
grandkids) are in Essex. I also 
have step-family here in the 
city with a child at Vergennes 
Elementary.

2. Why are you interested in 
serving or continuing to serve 
on the council?

BRINKMAN: Joining the City 
Council is a natural progression 
for me. Civic and community 
involvement have always been 
important to me and now that I am 
retired, I am able to devote more 
time and energy to my public 
service efforts in Vergennes. 
Through my involvement in 
other boards and committees, I 
have helped bring many ideas, 
projects and reports to the table 
of the City Council, and now as a 
member of the City Council I can 
help get the job done.

Moving us into the future and 
addressing the changing needs 
of our community while keeping 
the small hometown feel of 
Vergennes is my goal. Change 
is vital and absolutely necessary, 
but so is maintaining the quality 
of our city, which we all love and 
wish to preserve.

HUIZENGA: I would like 
to continue the work we started 
a few years ago: Improving the 
city’s infrastructure, building 
a budget revolving around the 

By KATE KELLY
STARKSBORO — Cota 

Ballfields in Starksboro have 
been plagued by stormwater 
collecting in its parking lot and 
for often wet playing fields. Both 
situations negatively affect the 
water quality of Lewis Creek, 
which abuts the property. Not 
to mention making it difficult to 
play any games. Lewis Creek 
Association and the town of 
Starksboro are working together 
to improve water quality in the 
ballfields area.

LCA hired engineering firm 
SLR to collect data at the 
ballfields, including where the 
water flows during a storm, how 
the river has migrated during 
the last decade, and where 
wetlands are that should be 
avoided. The engineers proposed 
a suite of possible solutions for 
the area, including parking lot 
improvements to direct water to 
a raingarden (bioretention area), 
in-field infiltration trenches 
(underground pipes with gravel 
around them) that would allow 

some water to sink into the 
ground, repair of the berm that 
keeps sediment and debris off 
the property during flooding, 
plantings of trees and shrubs, and 
some bank stabilization using 
logs and natural materials. 

These solutions will help 
with the 3 es’s that are central 
to LCA’s Ahead of the Storm 
program: slow it down, soak it in 
to the ground, and spread it out. It 
is crucial that we all do our part 
to improve water quality in small 
ways in order to improve Lake 
Champlain’s water quality and 
beauty, and to protect the animals 
and plants that live in our rivers 
and streams. LCA’s finalized 
design concept includes a rain 
garden to capture and clean the 
water coming off the parking lot, 
infiltration trenches on the field, 
and streambank stabilization 
and planting native trees and 
shrubs along the bank. If the 
town chooses to proceed, final 
design work on the area could 
be completed if additional grant 
funding is received.

In addition to improving 
the wet areas in the parking 
lot and field, the rain garden 
would beautify the area, native 
plantings would provide habitat 
for animals, and Cota Field area 
would have improved parking 
and pedestrian safety with the 
proposed changes to trails and 
parking layout. 

The project has been funded 
by Vermont Department of 
Environmental Conservation 
grant to Watersheds United 
Vermont, with a subgrant to 
Lewis Creek Association 

You can learn more about the 
problem and what landowners 
can do to improve water quality 
in a brief 17-minute presentation 
on LCA’s website at www.
lewiscreek.org/water-quality-
videos. You can learn more 
about the Ahead of the Storm 
program at www.lewiscreek.org/
ahead-of- the-storm. Please reach 
out to Kate Kelly, LCA Program 
Manager, at lewiscreekorg@
gmail.com with any questions. 

Vergennes 
(Continued from Page 1A)

city’s current and future needs 
and plans for the use of ARPA 
funds. 

PERLEY: A current council 
member contacted me a couple of 
months ago asking if I’d consider 
running to fill an open seat. I 
started attending meetings to get a 
feel for how they run and current 
issues. As to why I’m running, 
I’d like to give something back 
to the Little City where I live. 
I’m saddened when voting 
and sometimes see not enough 
candidates to fill local positions.

RAKOWSKI: I have enjoyed 
the work of the council these past 
two years. We were able to move 
forward with the Wastewater 
Treatment Facility upgrade and 
grow our Recreation Department, 
which were two of my goals 
when joining the Council. Going 
forward, I want to address more 
needs and concerns of residents, 
including sidewalks, housing 
availability, financial audits, 
and facility maintenance. I also 
hope to work with the Council 
to institute procedures, such as 
work calendars and multi-year 
budget planning, to ensure proper 
accountability and oversight 
and provide a system to carry 
initiatives forward through 
election years.

3. Are there specific issues or 
concerns that you would like the 
council to address during your 
tenure?

HUIZENGA: No new 
specific concerns or issues. I 
think we have a lot on our plate 
moving forward with creating a 
balanced budget and improving 
the city’s infrastructure.

PERLEY: I am not coming 
in with new issues to put on 
the table. One issue of concern 
already being addressed is the 
update to our sewer system.

RAKOWSKI: Goals for this 
term should include:

Sidewalks: Sidewalk repair 
must be a budget priority, and 
repairs should begin this summer.

Swimming pool: Our 
recreation director and committee 
have developed a timeline for 
necessary pool repairs. The 
council must support this work 
and identify funding sources so 
that our city pool lasts another 
20+ years. 

Police Department Mission 
and Citizen Panel: Both our 
citizen committee and the IACP 
recommend that a citizen panel 
work with our police force to 
draft a department mission 
statement and liaise between 
the community and the police. 
The council should approve a 
committee charge and appoint 
members so that this important 
work can begin in earnest with 
our new police chief.

Wastewater treatment facility 
upgrade: Thanks to voters, 
the bond passed and work has 
begun. The council needs to stay 
informed and proactive to ensure 
efficient completion of this 
project.

Housing: Let’s discuss and 

explore ways to increase access 
to housing.

BRINKMAN: Vergennes 
has changed a great deal since 
my childhood years and all for 
the better. It was always a safe 
place to live, but what has really 
improved is the quality of life. 
We have come a long way but 
there are many opportunities for 
improvements such as: 

• More adequate and affordable 
housing.

• Investing in our current 
municipal buildings and 
infrastructure.

• Encourage business 
development and keep our 
downtown vital.

• Improve necessary resources 
for families, such as affordable 
childcare and parks.

• Improve resources for our 
aging seniors to age in place with 
dignity.

• Most importantly for me, 
help reduce our dependence on 
fossil fuels.

The challenging part of this 
equation is balancing greater 
needs while keeping Vergennes 
affordable. I am willing to be 
part of that conversation.

4. Why should the residents of 
Vergennes support you for this 
position?

PERLEY: The current council 
largely comprises people with a 
business background. It would 
be good to have some technical 
eyes at the table.

RAKOWSKI: I will continue 
to carefully consider the issues 
that come before the council, 
with a goal of keeping our city 
safe, welcoming, and beautiful 
for future generations.

BRINKMAN: My unique 
combination of experience and 
local knowledge will benefit 
our city council and Vergennes. 
I have a proven track record 
of working successfully with 
supervisory boards, municipal 
boards and a multitude of 
committees. My leadership roles 
have allowed me to be quite 
comfortable with parliamentary 
procedure, Robert’s Rules and 
Open Meeting Laws.

But more importantly, I 
feel there is a need for more 
respectful and kinder behavior 
in our local government. I would 
encourage more communication 
from all members of the city 
council and more listening to 
all the voices in our community, 
not just the loudest. If we make 
a mistake along the way, that is a 
learning opportunity, not a fatal 
flaw. Everyone volunteering or 
working for Vergennes is doing 
so with the best of intentions, 
and if we proceed with that in 
mind, this ride will be a little less 
bumpy.

HUIZENGA: I think the 
council has been working 
really hard to get back on track 
after a few turbulent years. I 
look forward to being able to 
help continue with the forward 
momentum we’ve been making. 

SUE RAKOWSKI CHERYL BRINKMAN

IAN HUIZENGADON PERLEY

STARKSBORO COTA BALLFIELDS and parking lot are inundated during a rainstorm. Lewis Creek 
Association and the town of Starksboro are working to address the issue of run-off from the fields 
into Lewis Creek.

Photo by Chris Runcie

Stormwater control help in Starksboro

MONTPELIER – The Vermont 
Attorney General’s Office has filed 
a lawsuit against Nano Hearing 
Aids for misleading consumers 
about the effectiveness and quality 
of its products. The lawsuit alleges 
that Nano engaged in multiple 
layers of deception by making 
misleading statements on its website 
and in advertisements, implying its 
products are FDA-approved and 
falsely representing its products as 
American-made.

It is further alleged that Nano 
put consumers’ health at risk by 
promoting a deceptive online 
“hearing test” that leads consumers 
to believe their test results are 
reviewed by hearing experts, 
when they are not, and invariably 
recommending the purchase of 
Nano’s most expensive product 
regardless of the results.

“Our investigation revealed that 
Nano left consumers in the dark about 
the potential and serious health risks 
associated with their products,” said 
Attorney General Susanne Young. 
“Vermonters experiencing hearing 
loss should not be discouraged from 
seeking the professional diagnoses 
and care they need. The Attorney 
General’s Office will continue to 
hold businesses accountable for 
putting profits before the health and 
wellbeing of Vermonters.”

From January 2018 through July 

2021, Nano sold at least $200,000 
worth of products and warranties 
to approximately 800 Vermont 
consumers. The investigation 
initiated by the Attorney General’s 
Office revealed numerous unfair 
business practices and misleading 
statements allegedly made by Nano, 
including:

• Misrepresenting the character 
of their hearing products.

• Offering a “hearing test” on 
its website that is misleadingly 
described as an “accurate hearing 
test” in less than ten minutes 
that “works as free audiologist 
consultation.”

• Implying that professional 
audiologists review each consumer’s 
“hearing test” results.

• Directing sales staff to identify 
themselves to consumers as “hearing 
specialists” despite having no 
related specialized medical training 
or advanced degrees.

• Directing sales staff to persuade 
dissatisfied consumers into keeping 
their devices past the point of when 
returns are possible under Nano’s 
45-day money-back guarantee.

• Perpetually listing their 
products as being on sale.

• Claiming products are designed 
in the U.S. when they are designed 
in China.

• Unlawfully promoting its 
products for children.

• Implying its products are 
approved by the FDA when they are 
not.

The lawsuit seeks to protect 
consumers by requiring Nano to 
refund money to consumers, to 
give up any profits resulting from 
violations of the law, and to pay 
penalties for its conduct.

The Attorney General encourages 
Vermonters who purchased products 
from Nano to contact the Consumer 
Assistance Program (CAP) by calling 
1-800-649-2424 or completing an 
online complaint form available at 
ago.vermont.gov/cap.

Vt. Attorney General sues Nano Hearing Aids
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New Haven, VT Homeowner 
Recommends Bristol Electronics

Mike and Helen Hanley – New Haven, VT

FREE SITE EVALUATIONS

802 . 453 . 2500
BristolElectronicsVT.com

Bristol Electronics designed and installed a photovoltaic system on our house 
in New Haven.

We could not be more pleased with the staff and the installation of our 
system.

Right from the start we understood what we were buying and what the 
installation process was about. The staff filled out all the necessary paperwork 
required by Green Mountain Power and the State of Vermont. This in itself 
made our experience with Bristol Electronics an easy and pleasant one.

The installation was professional and clean. The service did not end with 
installation. We were contacted to insure that everything was satisfactory and if 
we had any questions.

We highly recommend Bristol Electronics.

Some local sugarmakers have 
begun tapping their trees for sap 
earlier in the winter to adjust to 
the advancing onset of freeze-
thaw cycles. Dave Folino, owner 
of Hillsboro Sugarworks in 
Starksboro, said he started tapping 
on Jan. 9 this year and had already 
collected enough sap to start 
boiling this past weekend. 

“(The sap) is way earlier and 
way more for us. We 
just started collecting 
sap last Friday and 
we’ve got enough,” 
he said. “We’re way 
ahead. We’re probably 
three weeks ahead of 
normal.” 

Less snow on the 
ground has also sped 
up the sugaring season 
at Hillsboro. 

“The reason we got done tapping 
earlier is that we didn’t have to 
contend with waist-deep snow 
in snowshoes,” Folino said. “We 
were kind of thinking maybe this 
winter won’t be a real winter and 
it’s looking like it might not be.”

Hillsboro Sugarworks puts out 
around 16,000 taps and produces 
between 7,000 and 9,000 gallons of 
syrup each year. Typically, Folino 
starts boiling in early March, 
though he said this year Hillsboro 
had no choice but to start boiling 
the surfeit of sap collected. 

“We’ll have to start doing 
that earlier than usual,” he said. 
“Fortunately, we’re ready.”
TWIN MAPLE WORKS 

 Twin Maple Sugarworks in 

Lincoln has also started tapping 
its sugarbush, though longtime 
sugarmaker Don Gale said that’s 
not unusual for this time of year. 

“I always start around Feb. 1,” 
he said. “I start about the same time 
every year unless it’s too cold.” 

Twin Maple has 5,200 taps and 
typically produces around 2,000 
gallons of certified organic syrup 
each year. When the Independent 
spoke to Gale on Monday, Twin 

Maple hadn’t yet 
collected any sap. 
But his sugarbush is 
at a higher elevation 
than the many maple 
stands lower in the 
Champlain Valley that 
have started collecting 
sap.

Gale said it’s typical 
for sap to start running 
in early March, though 

at a high elevation, each season 
looks different.  

“Last year we had our first run 
on Feb. 23, and then we never had 
another run until March 7. We’re 
kind of high enough that it just 
depends on what the weather’s 
going to throw at us,” he said. 
“It fluctuates a little bit every 
year. Some years are longer than 
others.”

It’s still early in the season at 
Twin Maple, and Gale said in 
a few weeks he’ll have a better 
sense of how this sugaring season 
compares to previous ones. 

“Around March 1 is usually 
when we start collecting,” he said. 
“Right around March 1, that’s 
when we’ll know the difference.”

Sugaring
(Continued from Page 1A)

HALLETT SARGENT TOOK this shot of sap flowing right after 
being tapped. She was helping out in the Middlebury sugarwoods 
on Sunday.

Photo by Hallett Sargent

“Like everyone, we were hit with 
a number of inflationary increases, 
wages, benefits, cost of fuel, 
cost of equipment. We’re also 
funding a couple of special capital 
improvement projects, in addition 
to our usual ambitious suite of 
projects.”

Those special projects include:
• $160,000 for ongoing planning 

— including preliminary design 
work — for a major makeover of 
the Ilsley Library.

• $50,000 for planning and site 
stabilization related to the planned 
realignment of the Court Street/
Monroe Street/Charles Avenue 
intersection in front of the high 
school. In order to make that 
realignment possible, town voters 
will be asked in a separate request 
to allow the selectboard to use up 
to $295,000 from the Cross Street 
Bridge Reserve Fund to buy (and 
remove) the former Maverick Gas 
Station at 82 Court St.

Ramsay explained that 
Charles Avenue — which serves 
Middlebury Union High School 
and the Patricia Hannaford Career 
Center — would be realigned a 
short distance south so it’s directly 
across from Monroe Street, across 
Court Street.

The two special projects are the 
main drivers of the 2023-2024 
capital budget of $1,653,455, 
which represents an increase of 
$92,870 compared to this year.

Except for the capital 
improvements, the proposed FY24 
general fund budget increases 

involve items largely outside of the 
town’s control, Ramsay noted.

For example, budget drivers 
include a cumulative $260,000 
bump in town 
employee wages, an 
anticipated $206,100 
surge in employee 
benefits expenses, an 
anticipated 18% hike 
in health insurance 
premiums, a $23,000 
jump in expected 
fuel costs for police 
and department 
of public works 
vehicles, a proposed 
$92,870 increase in 
capital improvements 
spending, and a 
$103,968 bump in debt 
service.

“We did very little 
on the expenditure 
side. The department 
heads submitted nice, 
tight budgets with no 
new initiatives,” she 
said. 

The proposed 4.5-
cent tax-rate hike is 
in keeping with what has been a 
recent trend of below-inflation 
annual increases in the Middlebury 
municipal budget. The town’s 
proposed FY24 tax rate is just 6.6 
cents more that the FY21 rate of 
80.2 cents.

“For FY2022, in particular, we 
held the line on the budget as it was 
early in the pandemic; at that time, 
we pulled back everywhere we 
could to actually lower the budget 

a little bit,” Ramsay said, referring 
to the drop from 80.3 to 79.6 cents.

And once again, Middlebury’s 
local option tax reserve fund is 

coming to the town’s 
rescue at budget time.

M i d d l e b u r y 
launched its local 
option tax in 2008 to 
help pay off debt on 
the $16 million Cross 
Street Bridge project. 
The 1% taxes on 
rooms, meals, sales and 
alcohol is projected to 
generate around $1.1 
million next fiscal 
year, according to town 
officials. Middlebury 
College also agreed to 
contribute $600,000 
annually to help draw 
down the 30-year 
bridge bond. 

Thus Middlebury is 
expected to have $1.7 
million with which 
to pay down debt and 
maintenance on the 
Cross Street Bridge 
next year, which would 

be roughly $809,000 more than 
needed. The town will keep that 
surplus in its general fund and use 
it to reduce the impact of fiscal 
year 2024 capital improvements 
on property taxpayers, according to 
Ramsay.
ALSO AT MIDD MEETING

Middlebury’s town meeting 
business will include more than 
fielding a municipal budget. The 
Independent later this month will 

provide details on town meeting 
agendas of each Addison County 
community. In the meantime, 
here are some of the other items 
Middlebury voters will field on 
March 6 and 7:

• A proposal to apply up to 
$228,496 from the Cross Street 
Bridge Reserve Fund to help offset 
the tax impacts of the FY24 capital 
improvement budget, including 
$135,636 in debt service for 
renovations to one of the former 
Middlebury wastewater treatment 
plant buildings that will be used by 
the police department.

• A request to bond for up 
to $3.5 million to finance an 
additional municipal water tank on 
Chipman Hill. Another article on 
the warning asks voter permission 
to use $1 million from the Cross 
Street Bridge Reserve Fund to 
help finance the tank project. The 
Independent reported on the water 
tank project in its Jan. 26 edition.

• A proposal to change the town 
charter to make the town treasurer 
an appointed position, rather than 
elected.

• A suggested change in the 
town’s property tax payment. 
Taxpayers currently pay their 
property taxes in three installments. 
The selectboard wants to change 
that to two equal installments for 
FY24, due on Nov. 15, 2023, and 
March 15, 2024. The Independent 
on Jan. 5 published an op ed from 
the town explaining the rationale 
behind the change.

John Flowers is at johnf@
addisonindependent.com.

Middlebury
(Continued from Page 1A)

TGC program connects teachers 
from around the United State and 
equips them with skills to prepare 
their students for a competitive 
global economy. Lake said her 
interest in bringing a global 
perspective to her classroom is 
what inspired her to apply for the 
prestigious program.

“It was something that I had 
heard about and applied for a 
little bit at the last minute.” she 
said. “I knew that it would help 
increase my skills around global 
education. Traveling and learning 
about people from countries 
throughout the world has always 
been really exciting to me as a 
person and a teacher.”

It appears her excitement 
resonated with the Fulbright TGC 
panel, as Lake kicked off her 
participation in the program this 
past September with a nine-week 
online course on global education 
best practices. 

The graduate level course 
consists of self-paced and 
collaborative material, totaling 
around 10 hours of work per 
week. 

“It was really intense, but it was 
one of the best and most inspiring 
professional developments that 
I’ve been lucky enough to work 
through,” Lake said. “It really 
expanded my views of teaching 
in the classroom and how to 
integrate the ideas and concepts 
I was learning in the course 
throughout my classroom.”

The course also allowed Lake 
to collaborate on course material 
with teachers across the country. 
This fall, a connection Lake 
made with a fellow Fulbright 
teacher created an opportunity 
for Starksboro students to 

correspond with “mystery pen 
pals” at Cottonwood Elementary 
School in Tucson, Ariz. 

Students compiled clues about 
their home state and tried to 
guess where their pen pals were 
located. 

“It was really neat to have kids 
doing that kind of on 
the fly exchange of 
information. It really 
kick-starts the idea 
of building empathy 
and relationships, and 
exchanging ideas,” she 
said. 

Lake this past 
weekend attended 
the Global Education 
Symposium in 
Washington, D.C., 
where she and other 
program participants 
connected with 
other educators and 
developed strategies 
to enhance global 
learning in their 
communities and 
during their upcoming 
trips abroad.

“It will be really 
interesting to meet 
these other teachers face to face, 
and to hear how they’ve been 
applying these things in their 
classroom, because I feel that’s 
the place where the most learning 
happens for me,” Lake said as she 
prepared for the conference.
OFF TO URUGUAY

A handful of those teachers will 
join Lake on her trip to Uruguay 
this summer. During that trip, 
Lake’s cohort will travel to several 
communities and learn about 
the South American country’s 
history, education system and 
culture. They’ll visit schools, 

meet with local educators and 
participate in cultural excursions 
and workshops. 

Lake said she’s looking forward 
to absorbing as much as possible 
during the trip. 

“I’m just trying to be open 
minded and open to everything 

that I can see and 
learn and do. It’s good 
to approach it with a 
sense of wonder and 
opportunity and see 
where the relationships 
will take me there and 
then beyond. Because 
it’s really just the 
beginning,” she said. 

She hopes the trip 
will be fruitful for the 
Robinson Elementary 
School community as 
well. 

“I feel like being 
chosen for this 
program offers 
me such a rich 
opportunity, that I can 
learn and grow as a 
teacher and provide 
a global focus and 
perspective to share 
with my colleagues 

here,” she said. “In our education 
system today, we are preparing 
students for a global future. 
Anything we can do to further 
that and push that along, I’m 
excited to help with.” 

Part of the program entails 
creating a global education 
guide to serve as a resource for 
Lake’s community. The guide 
can be used as a tool for Lake to 
share her experiences with the 
Robinson Elementary community 
and promote global awareness. 

Lake’s also hoping the 
connection she makes through 

the program will allow for further 
collaboration with educators and 
students throughout the world. 

 “One of the things that 
is exciting is trying to build 
relationships with schools not 
in our state,” Lake said. “I feel 
that relationships really form 
the bedrock of my teaching. 
When that’s really solid then 
you can work through a really 
positive learning environment, 
kids can take risks and teachers 
can provide positive learning 
spaces.” 

Robinson Elementary School 
Principal Edorah Frazer lauded 
Lake for her acceptance into the 
Fulbright TGC program. 

“I am so very proud of Kerry 
Lake and her commitment to 
global education. She has long 
been a leader in connecting her 
classroom to the world,” Frazer 
said. “She provides multiple 
opportunities for her students 
to interact with people from 
other countries and regions of 
the United States, and her class 
often leads service activities such 
as food drives and pet supply 
drives.”

Frazer joined Lake on her 
trip to the Global Education 
Symposium in Washington. 
She said she’s excited as future 
opportunities that arise from 
Lake’s participation in the 
program. 

“I’m looking forward to 
learning more about Uruguay 
specifically, and I’m sure Kerry 
will also develop sustained 
connections with educators 
from other parts of the U.S. I 
hope there will be a way for 
Kerry’s classroom to connect to 
Uruguayan students in real time,” 
Frazer said.

Kerry Lake
(Continued from Page 1A)

“We did very 
little on the 
expenditure 
side. The 
department 
heads 
submitted nice, 
tight budgets 
with no new 
initiatives.”
— Town Manager 
Kathleen Ramsay

“(The sap) 
is way earlier 
and way more 
for us … We’re 
probably three 
weeks ahead 
of normal.” 

— Dave Folino

“I feel like 
being chosen 
for this 
program 
offers me 
such a rich 
opportunity, 
that I can 
learn and 
grow as 
a teacher 
and provide 
a global 
focus and 
perspective 
to share with 
my colleagues 
here.”

— Kerry Lake
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YOUR YARD, GARDEN AND PET PLACE™  •   802-388-4937

OPEN
7 DAYS

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY FARM & GARDEN
338 Exchange St., Middlebury, VT • 802-388-4937

Mon - Fri 8-6, Sat 8-5 • Sun 9-4 • MiddleburyAgway.com

SUPER FEBRUARY DEALS

40% OFF* 
SELECT WINTER 
CARHARTT AND 

WINTER CLOTHING

2023 Seeds are Here

IN STOCK AND 
COMING SOON: 

• Agway
• Botanical Interests
• Cornucopia
• High Mowing
• Livingston
• Renée’s Garden
• Seedway

20% OFF 
ALL PET 
APPAREL 

while 
supplies 

last

FEBRUARY 
IS DENTAL 

MONTH

* Now thru February 28th, while supplies last, cannot be combined with any other sale or offer, in-stock items only.

Includes: Jackets, Vests, Lined 
Bibs, Lined Pants, Heavy Weight 
Sweatshirts, Graphic LS Shirts, 

Flannel and Button-up Shirts, Kids 
& Infant Sets, Heavyweight Sweat-

shirts, Carhartt Socks, Winter 
Gloves, and Winter Boots* 

20% OFF Greenies 
for Dogs and Cats

NEBO FLASHLIGHTS 
AND TRUE TOOLS

BUY 1 GET 2ND 50% OFF
Discounted item must be equal or lesser value.

GENERIC 
BLACK 

OIL 

$29.99 
40 lb and 
20lb for 
$19.99

SUET 
PLUS 

10 packs 
for $14.99

NOW THROUGH FEBRUARY 28, 2023*

DURAFLAME
 Fire Log 6pk

SALE PRICE 
$29.99
save $10

 Including 
Jackets, 

hoods and 
booties.

NAKED BEE 
GIFT SETS 

20% OFF 

*excluding Muck boots

BLACK GOLD 
SEEDLING MIX

$5.99 – Reg $7.99

QIK JOE 
ICE MELTER
20lb Pellets

$12.99 
(Reg $16.99)

ADDISON COUNTY — Age 
Well will serve a number of takeout 
and sit-down meals in the county. 
These meals are open to anyone 
age 60 and up and their spouse of 
any age. Participants must register 
with Age Well once a year.

GRAB-N-GO MEALS
This week the menu includes 

Swedish meatballs over pasta, 
Brussels sprouts, French-cut green 
beans, roll, pineapple tidbits and 
milk.

Thursday, Feb. 16
Vergennes: 10:45 a.m., St. 

Peter’s Church Garage, 85 S. 
Maple St.

Friday, Feb. 17 
Starksboro: 3:30 p.m. Starksboro 

Baptist Church, Route 116.
The week of Feb. 20 menu 

includes oven-fried chicken breast, 
diced potatoes, peas and onions, 
roll, date/craisin bar and milk.

Monday, Feb. 20
Bristol: 11 a.m., American 

Legion, Airport Dr. CLOSED for 
President’s Day. No Meal.

Tuesday, Feb. 21
Bridport: 10:30 a.m., Bridport 

Congregational Church, 54 Middle 
Rd. 

Wednesday Feb. 22
Monkton: 11:30 a.m., New 

Town Hall, 92 Monkton Ridge. 
Middlebury: 11 a.m., 

Middlebury Rec Center, 154 Creek 
Rd.

Thursday, Feb. 23
Vergennes: 10:45 a.m., St. 

Peter’s Church Garage, 85 S. 
Maple St.

Friday, Feb. 24 
Starksboro: 3:30 p.m. Starksboro 

Baptist Church, Route 116.
The week of Feb. 27 menu 

includes Beef Burgundy over diced 
potatoes, broccoli, craisin muffin, 
strawberry shortcake and milk. 

Monday, Feb. 27
Bristol: 11 a.m., American 

Legion, Airport Dr. 
Tuesday, Feb. 28
Bridport: 10:30 a.m., Bridport 

Congregational Church, 54 Middle 
Rd. 

Wednesday, March 1
Monkton: 11:30 a.m., New 

Town Hall, 92 Monkton Ridge. 
Middlebury: 11 a.m., 

Middlebury Rec Center, 154 Creek 
Rd.

Shoreham: 11 a.m., Halfway 
House, meatloaf dinner. Order 24 
hours in advance at 802-897-5160. 

Thursday, March 2
Vergennes: 10:45 a.m., St. 

Peter’s Church Garage, 85 S. 
Maple St.

Friday, March 3
Starksboro: 3:30 p.m. Starksboro 

Baptist Church, Route 116.
For all grab-and-go meals, 

please stay in your car for drive-
up, check-in, contact-free pick up. 
Donations accepted and advanced 
reservations are required. Call 
Michelle at least three days in 

ADDISON  COUNTY

AgeWell meals schedule
advance to reserve at 802-377-
1419. Free ride or pick-up and 
delivery may be provided. Call 
Tri-Valley Transit at 802-388-2287 
to inquire. TVT requires 48-hour 
notice.

SIT-DOWN MEALS
All sit-down meals require 

registration. Call Michelle to 
reserve five days in advance at 
802-377-1419. $5 suggested 
donation does not include 
gratuity. Please bring your own 
place setting. Open to anyone age 
60 and up and their spouse of any 
age. Masks encouraged unless 
seated and eating. Local bus 
provided. Call TVT at 802-388-
2287 to arrange. TVT requires a 
48-hour notice. 

Please stay home if you don’t 
feel well or if you have been 
exposed to COVID-19 or the flu.

Monday, Feb 27, 11 a.m., 
Rosie’s, Route 7 South, 
Middlebury. Chicken & Biscuit 
dinner, beverage, and dessert. No 
Early Birds please. $5 suggested 
donation doesn’t include gratuity.

Tuesday, Feb. 28. Vergennes 
Area Seniors Association at the 
Congregational Church on South 
Water St. Doors open at 10 am for 
social time. Bingo. Meal served 
by noon. Cheese tortellini with 
meat sauce, green &amp; black 
bean blend, wheat roll, orange, 
and milk. 

Eagle playground
EVERY YEAR BALD Eagles come visit Frances and Paul Stone’s property in Orwell during the coldest months of winter. They and 

many ravens feast upon the owners’ huge compost pile.
“Usually, we see the Eagles flying around and landing on the compost pile. And we will often see them flying over or by our house,” 

said Frances Stone. “But something unusual happened this year that we had not seen before. Out our kitchen window looking Northeast 
across the field we saw this great gathering of Eagles — up to 14, maybe more. We got out our binoculars to have a closer look and 
believe it or not these Eagles were breeding. They would be flying around in pairs, some sitting by themselves seeming to watch over it 
all; mature eagles and young ones that didn’t yet have their white heads and tails all seemed to be having quite a merry time. This has 
been going on for about 5 days now.” 

Usually when warm weather comes like this, and the lakes open up the Eagles disappear until the next winter. But this year has been 
different. Just the other day one flew right over my head, not that far up, and I am sure he/she was looking right at me. And the one in 
this photo just seemed to be waiting for us to come home. I feel a kinship with them as we share space on our farm.”

Photo by Frances Stone

MIDDLEBURY — In 
anticipation of spring and a new 
growing season, the Middlebury 
Garden Club will be offering two 
gardening talks to the greater 
community.

Staying healthy starts right 
in the perennial garden. Many 
beautiful and hardy herbs can 
be used to address common 
health complaints while doing 
double-duty as ornamentals, 
cut flowers, and pollinator 
attractants. The first talk will be 
held Tuesday, March 7, at 1 p.m., 
in the Community Room at Ilsley 
Public Library. In “Growing a 
Beautiful, Medicinal Perennial 
Garden,” herbalist Sophie Cassel 
will introduce some lesser-known 
perennial medicinal plants and 
give tips on selecting, growing 
and harvesting for both garden 
function and therapeutic use. 

The second talk, “Native 
Pollinator Habitat,” will be held 
Tuesday, March 21, at 1 p.m., 
in Ilsley Community Room. 
University of Vermont Extension 
Pollinator Support Specialist 
Laura Johnson will speak about 
habitat for native pollinators. Did 
you know Vermont is home to 
thousands of pollinators including 
275 species of bees? Come learn 
how you can identify and help 
sustain these vital species. The 
talk qualifies for Master Gardener 
Continuing Ed hours.

Garden Club
announces talks
slated for March
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If  you’re not sleeping,  
maybe you’re doing it wrong.

   

MAUI™
MEDIUM

      Twin Set ...... $849
     Full Set ........... $949
      Queen Set ........... $999
   King Set ............... $1399

Simmons Beautyrests are designed to bring you better quality sleep – 
so you’ll have more energy the next day.

   
      Twin Set ...... $895
     Full Set ......... $1095
      Queen Set ......... $1299
   King Set ............... $1699

CAYMAN™
EXTRA FIRM

  

L-CLASS™
MEDIUM

      
     Twin Set ....... $2599
    Full Set ............ $3099
   Queen Set ............ $3299
 King Set ................. $4099

  

L-CLASS™
FIRM

    
       Twin Set ........ $2299
    Full Set ............ $2799
    Queen Set ........... $2999  
King Set ................. $3799

  

L-CLaSS™
PiLLow ToP

    
     Twin XL SeT .... $2999
    FuLL SeT ............ $3299
    Queen SeT ............. $3599
  King SeT ................. $4399

  

C-CLASS™
FIRM

      Twin Set .... $3199
     Full Set ......... $3599
      Queen Set ......... $3899
   King Set ............... $4799

  

C-CLASS™
MEDIUM

    
      Twin Set ...... $3199
   Full Set ........... $3599
      Queen Set ......... $3899
   King Set ............... $4799

1-800-261-WOOD
802-388-6297

• FREE Delivery
• FREE Set-up
• FREE Removal

    www.woodwarevt.com 

FREEDELIVERY

Route 7 South • Middlebury VT  •  Hours: Monday-Saturday 9-5, Closed Sundays

Motion 
Separation 

Index

170
Super pocketed coil™ SpringS
the gold Standard in undiSturbed reSt.

All Simmons® mattresses are built 
so well you never have to flip them

for the life of the mattress.

this past fall, but that went instead 
to Michael Kane, who is running 
unopposed on the March 7 ballot 
to keep his seat. 

Little, a parent of a Vergennes 
Union High School senior and 
a recent graduate noted in her 
initial application she’s been 
active with of the Commodore 
Friends of Music and as a 
costume department co-leader 
for the annual school musical, 
as well as an assistant varsity 
softball coach and former AAU 
basketball board member.

Carrera-Bly’s résumé notes 
she works remotely for a San 
Francisco firm that consults 
nationally with statewide 
and classroom-level science 
education programs. Before then, 
she worked for five years for the 
Vermont Agency of Education as 
a Science Specialist and taught 
three years at Otter Valley Union 
High School. 

1. Please supply a brief bio.
CARRERA-BLY: I am a 

Vergennes Elementary School 
mom, an educational researcher, 
former teacher, and current tax-
payer here in our little city. I have 
experience serving as the Bridge 
School board in an executive 
position. Additionally, I serve on 
the Vermont Science Teaching 
Association board as well as the 
FIRSTinVT (FIRSTrobotics) 
board. I am a passionate science 
educator and researcher hoping to 
serve my community better.

As far as my civic engagement 
— due to my role at the state, 
I was unable to serve in any 
civic role outside the Agency of 
Education as I represented the 
entity. Since I left not that long 
ago, I’ve been reaching out to 
different groups in Vergennes 
to learn more about how to get 
involved in my home city — 
though I do consider teaching and 
working for the state a civic role 
in some capacity.

During my tenure at the 
(Vermont Agency of Education), 
I served as the science specialist 
for the state and helped 
implement proficiency-based 
learning systems and science 

standards K-12. 
LITTLE: I am a “return to my 

roots” Addison County resident 
and single mom of two amazing 
teenage girls. I was born and 
raised in Vermont, went to grades 
K-12 exclusively in Vergennes, 
graduating from the Trinity 
College of Vermont in 2001 with 
degrees in Psychology, and Early 
and Elementary Education. After 
spending 15 years in other states, 
I returned to Vermont to raise my 
daughters in the community that 
shaped me. 

I currently work at Collins 
Aerospace as a Production 
Controller and Analyst and have 
been with the company since 
2018. I enjoy my job helping to 
create greater communication and 
efficiency within the department 
while leaving ample time for 
a work/life balance to support 
the diverse endeavors of my 
daughters, Kaitlyn and Jasmine. 

2. Why are you interested in 
serving on the ANWSD board? 

LITTLE: I always knew I 
wanted to stay connected to 
my community after my kids 
graduated high school and 
that the appearance of my 
involvement would change. This 
year, my second (and last) child 
will be graduating and moving 
on to higher education in the 
fall, leaving me the bandwidth 
to dedicate ample time to giving 
back to the community in a 
new way. I am passionate about 
giving back to my community, a 
quality public education system 
and collaborating with other 
people who feel the same way. 
We are on the precipice of public 
education evolving once again 
and, although change is hard, I 
am committed to contributing to 
it being the same quality it was 
for me and my kids. 

CARRERA-BLY: I recognize 
that our district must make 
difficult decisions and I want to 
be part of that decision-making 
process. As a parent, I recognize 
that access to educational 
opportunities and dynamic 
learning experiences will prepare 
my child for college and/or 
career, and most importantly, 

ANWSD
(Continued from Page 1A)

CHRYSTAL LITTLE MARGARET CARRERA-BLY

to be a successful, responsible, 
critically thinking citizen.

3. Are there specific issues or 
concerns that you would like the 
school board to address during 
your tenure?

CARRERA-BLY: As a former 
educator, I recognize that teachers 
are the lifeblood in schools 
and deserve to be supported, 
personally and professionally. It 
is their job to educate the next 
generation and they are being 
emotionally and professionally 
drained. And as a taxpayer, I 
recognize that all these things 
require capital that I (and many 
others) simply do not have. The 
balance of all these things puts 
our district in a position where 
they have to make tough choices 
that impact all sectors of the 
Vergennes community. I hope 
to serve as a thought partner 
between the community and the 
board and be part of the solution 
that comes from robust and 
healthy debate.

LITTLE: I think it is important, 
at this time, to come together as a 
“post-merger vote” community 
and ensure our next steps are 
always in the best interest of the 
children, families and members 
of the greater Vergennes area. The 
district voted overwhelmingly to 
remain independent and I want 
to focus on what that looks like 
and to also ensure the successful 
transition of the 6th grade to our 
high school. I want to continue to 
take care of our well-maintained, 
superior facilities, which remain a 

destination location for a variety 
of events proving to be a visible, 
enjoyed return on investment. 
Our teachers are the heart and 
strength of our school system 
and need our support as well. 
I feel an intact ANWSD vision 
that remains one of positive, 
constructive, informative and 
careful advancement is essential. 

4. To sum up, why should the 
residents of Vergennes support 
you for this position?

LITTLE: Over the years I 
have served on the Commodore 
Friends of Music, the AAU board, 
managed an AAU team, co-
chaired the high school musical 
costume department and am 
currently a member of the Varsity 
Softball Staff. I have volunteered 
over 120 hours a year for over 
four years in a multitude of facets 
for the greater school community 
from field trips to events, parades 
to tournaments. At this juncture 
in my life, I want to help shape 
the future of our district with 
the other, dedicated, caring 
members of our school board and 
community. I am grateful for my 
education here and that which it 
provided my daughters. Paying 
it forward is the next step of my 
journey.

CARRERA-BLY: I feel that 
my background as an educator 
and a state of Vermont employee 
allows me to communicate policy 
to different stakeholder groups, 
and I am known to help translate 
policy into practice. 

 

how these differences affect 
our pollinators. She’ll include 
information on how to design a 
garden to yield flowers throughout 
the growing season. Pollinator 
Pathways is an organization 
dedicated to education and action 
in support of pollinating insects, 
birds, beetles and bats. To learn 
more about the webinar log on to 
tinyurl.com/2p9awhvv.

The Porter Auxiliary — which 
has been supporting the mission of 
Porter Medical Center since 1934 —
needs board members. The nonprofit, 
volunteer organization raises 
money for and awareness about 
Porter Hospital and Helen Porter 
Nursing and Rehabilitation. The 
time commitment is not significant, 
and generally fits in well with a 
workday. The auxiliary typically 
holds nine regularly scheduled 
meetings each year, and also hosts 
popular fundraising events, like the 
annual Kentucky Derby Day Party 
in early May. A current director 
would be happy to discuss the board 
with anyone interested and answer 
questions. If you are interested, 
please email Board President Benj 
Deppman at bdeppman@middlaw.
com.

To celebrate February being 
“National Heart Health Month,” 
Lincoln Community School is 
participating in a fundraiser called 
“Change My Heart,” to benefit the 
Children’s Heart Foundation. The 
school community is gathering 
loose change and small bills at the 
school during February. There are 
collection jars in the school’s front 
office, and the Lincoln General 
Store has also agreed to be a drop-
off location. Feel free to stop by 
the store or send your donations 
into school with an LCS student. 
Whatever funds raised by the 
end of the month will be donated 
directly to the foundation, which 
has made its mission to fund 
research and raise awareness for 
congenital heart disease, the most 
common type of birth defect in 
America. Almost 40,000 babies are 
born each year with a congenital 
heart defect. These kids typically 

have more health challenges 
throughout their life and into 
adulthood. Many of the babies 
born with a critical defect require 
surgery before their first birthday, 
and often need more surgery down 
the line as their bodies and hearts 
grow.

Black History Month will be 
honored at the 2023 Farmers Night 
Concert Series on Wednesday, Feb. 
22, at 7:30 p.m., with a presentation 
in the Vermont Statehouse of 
“The Enigmatic and Charismatic 
Alexander Twilight: A Celebration of 
America’s First Legislator of African 
Descent.” Middlebury historian 
Bill Hart and others will pay tribute 
to Rep. Alexander Twilight of 
Brownington, elected in 1836 and 
the subject of a new Statehouse 
portrait by Middlebury artist Katie 
Runde. Hart and others will explore 
the complicated story behind this 
energetic and inspired educator. To 
highlight the festivities, saxophonist 
and composer Ras Moshe Burnett 
will premiere a composition titled 
“Alexander Twilight.” The Farmers 
Night Concert Series is a Statehouse 
tradition dating back more than 100 
years, when lawmakers entertained 
themselves in the House Chamber 
mid-week while away from home. 
Musicians from around the state, 
in genres including classical, 
bluegrass and barbershop, perform 
in the well of the House Chamber 
each Wednesday evening during 
the legislative session — and the 
concerts are free and open to the 
public. To learn more contact David 
Schutz, Vermont State Curator, at 
david.schutz@vermont.gov.

Average gasoline prices in 
Vermont fell 3.2 cents per gallon 
during the past week to $3.47 per 
gallon, according to GasBuddy’s 
survey of 626 stations. Prices in 
Vermont are 9.9 cents per gallon 
higher than a month ago and 5.9 
cents per gallon lower than a year 
ago. According to GasBuddy, 
the cheapest price in Vermont 
was $3.23 per gallon earlier this 
week; the most expensive $3.64. 
Meanwhile, the national average 
price has fallen 7.3 cents per gallon 
during the past week to $3.37.

By the way
(Continued from Page 1A)
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Last-second free throw nets VUHS win at MUHS

Boys’ hockey team stays on roll

ScoreScore
BOARD

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Girls’ Hockey

2/8 Hartford vs. MUHS ........................ 8-4
2/15 MUHS at Rice............................ Late

Boys’ Hockey
2/8 MUHS vs Milton............................. 3-2
2/10 MUHS vs Missisquoi.................... 7-2
2/13 MUHS vs St. J ............................. 4-3
2/15 MUHS at Rutland....................... Late

Boys’ Basketball
2/8 MUHS vs Missisquoi.................. 60-43
2/8 Mt. Abe vs VUHS....................... 50-37
2/9 Fair Haven vs OV ...................... 57-38
2/10 North Country vs MUHS.......... 57-48
2/11 Mt. Abe vs Milton ..................... 49-44
2/13 Enosburg vs Mt. Abe ............... 43-41
2/13 VUHS vs MUHS ..............55-54 (OT)
2/14 VUHS vs Missisquoi ............... 52-41

Girls’ Basketball
2/9 OV vs Mill River ......................... 60-14
2/9 Colchester vs MUHS ................. 64-40
2/10 Mt. Abe vs Missisquoi .............. 50-39
2/10 Enosburg vs VUHS.................. 51-47
2/11 Rutland vs MUHS .................... 45-41
2/11 OV vs Woodstock .................... 55-34
2/14 Proctor at OV............................7 PM
2/14 Mt. Abe at VUHS .....................7 PM
2/15 OV at Woodstock......................7 PM

COLLEGE SPORTS
Men’s Hockey

2/10 Midd vs Williams.......................... 3-2
2/11 Williams vs Midd .......................... 5-1

Women’s Hockey
2/10 Williams at Midd .......................... 1-1
2/11 Midd vs Williams .......................... 3-2

Women’s Basketball
2/8 Midd vs Colby-Sawyer............... 55-38
2/10 Midd vs Conn........................... 68-54

Men’s Basketball
2/10 Conn vs Midd........................... 60-49

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Girls’ Hockey

2/18 MUHS at U-32 .....................4:15 PM
2/22 BBA at MUHS ..........................5 PM

Boys’ Hockey
2/18 MUHS at BBA...........................5 PM
2/22 U-32 at MUHS .........................7 PM

Boys’ Basketball
2/16 Milton at MUHS ........................7 PM
2/16 Woodstock at OV......................7 PM
2/16 Mt. Abe at Missisquoi ...............7 PM
2/16 Enosburg at VUHS ..................  7 PM
2/18 Missisquoi at Mt. Abe.........12:30 PM
2/20 Mt. Abe at OV ..........................7 PM
2/20 MUHS at Enosburg...................7PM
2/20 North Country at VUHS .....  6:30 PM
2/23 VUHS at Milton .......................7 PM
2/23 OV at Springfield .....................7 PM
2/23 Mt. Abe at MUHS.....................7 PM

Girls’ Basketball
2/17 VUHS at MUHS .......................7 PM
2/17 OV at Springfield ......................7 PM
2/18 U32 at MUHS ....................12:30 PM
2/20............................Playoff Pairings Set

Dance & Cheer
2/18.......... State Championships at VUHS

Nordic
2/23...............Classic States at Craftsbury
2/28.........................Skate States at Rikert

Wrestling
2/24&25 ..................  State Meet at VUHS

COLLEGE SPORTS
Men’s Hockey

2/17 Hamilton at Midd.......................7 PM
2/18 Amherst at Midd........................4 PM
2/25 NESCAC Quarterfinal................ TBD

Women’s Hockey
2/17 Midd at Hamilton.......................7 PM
2/18 Midd at Hamilton.......................3 PM
2/25 NESCAC Quarterfinal................ TBD

Women’s Basketball
NESCAC Playoffs

2/18 #5 Hamilton at #4 Midd ............2 PM
2/25&26 NESCAC Final Four ............ TBD

Men’s Basketball
NESCAC Playoffs

2/18 #5 Tufts at #4 Midd .............4:30 PM
2/25&26 NESCAC Final Four ............ TBD

ScheduleSchedule

OV wrestlers 3rd in Vt. duals
SPRINGFIELD — The Otter 

Valley Union High School 
wrestling team finished third in 
the state dual-meet championship 
on Saturday at Springfield High 
School. 

The Otters defeated Spaulding in 
the third-place match, 45-24, after 
defeating St. Johnsbury, 50-30 to 
reach the consolation final.  

Mount Anthony knocked off 
Colchester in the championship 
match, 56-18. The Patriots, who 

have won a U.S. record 33-straight 
overall state titles, saw 13 wrestlers 
finish the day undefeated

Four Otters went through 
Saturday unbeaten: Caleb Whitney, 
Isaac Whitney, Lincoln Wilcox and 
Keevon Parks.

Competing in the event were 
eight teams: Mount Anthony, 
Colchester, OV, Spaulding, St. 
Johnsbury, Essex, Springfield and 
Burr & Burton.

By ANDY KIRKALDY
CRAFTSBURY — Members 

of the Middlebury and Mount 
Abraham union high school Nordic 
ski teams and Addison County 
residents who ski for Green 
Mountain Valley School excelled 
on Sunday in qualifying for 
Under-16 New England and Eastern 
High School championship, events 
hosted at the Craftsbury Nordic 
Center.

MUHS Nordic Coach Keith 
Wilkerson called it a “fantastic day 
of racing” for the county’s Nordic 
community, noting that 12 of the 
15 Eagle and Tiger skiers who 
competed qualified for one of the 

two end-of-season championships, 
as did one skier from White River 
Valley School who trains with 
them. 

He listed the qualifiers for the 
U16 New England Championships, 
which will be held in Fort Kent, 
Maine, on March 17-19:

• U16 Girls:  Ava Schneider, 
MUHS, qualifying in second place; 
Mary Harrington, MUHS, third; 
and, June Yates-Rusch, Mount 
Abe, 24th.

• U16 Boys: Lorenzo Atocha, 
Mount Abe, second; Matias 
Citarella, MUHS, third; Matthew 
McIntosh, GMVS, 12th; Aaron 
Carr-Perlow, MUHS, 17th; and 
Baker Nelson, MUHS; 24th. Tiger 
Matthew Berg finished 26th and is 
an alternate.

The qualifiers for the Eastern 
High School Championships, 
which the Rikert Outdoor Center 
will host on March 10-12, were:

• Girls: Beth McIntosh, MUHS, 
second; Ava Schneider, MUHS, 
fourth; Harrington, MUHS, sixth; 
Lia Robinson, MUHS, 24th.

• Boys: Eliot Schneider, MUHS, 
11th; Baxter Harrington, MUHS, 
12th; Atocha, Mount Abe, 18th; 
and Citarella, MUHS, 20.

Racers competed in both classic 
and freestyle events, with age 
groups combined. Their overall 
times and finishes were: 

Girls: 2. Beth McIntosh, 20:57; 
4. Ava Schneider, 21:17.8; 6. Mary 
Harrington, 21:31.8; 24. Robinson, 
23.36; Lila Cook Yoder, 25:47.5; 
56. Yates-Rusch, 26:04.9.

Boys: 11. Eliot Schneider, 
18:53.1; 12. Baxter Harrington, 
18:56.5; 18. Atocha, 19:18.2; 20. 
Citarella, 19:27.3; 31. Matthew 
McIntosh, 20:07; 43. Trey 
Bosworth, MUHS, 20:54.6; 48. 
Haakon Olsen, MUHS, 21.12.8; 
55. Aaron Carr-Perlow, MUHS, 
21:34.6; 70. Baker Nelson, MUHS, 
22:18.8; 73. Matthew Berg, 
MUHS, 22:25.3.

MOUNT ABRAHAM UNION 
High School student June 
Yates-Rusch skis in a regional 
qualifying race in Craftsbury this 
past weekend.

Nordic skiers qualify

By ANDY KIRKALDY
MIDDLEBURY — As the clock 

wound down in the Middlebury 
Union High School gym on 
Monday, a second overtime period 
loomed. 

Vergennes had scored with 40 
seconds left in the first overtime, 
and it was 54-54. The Tigers ran 
the time down and shot with a 

few ticks on the clock left, but the 
ball bounced off the rim. Players 
from both teams went hard after 
it, and Commodore senior guard 
Abram Francis came away with 
the rebound. 

Then the whistle blew with 0.2 
on the clock. He had been fouled.

That meant Francis, one of the 
Commodores’ better shooters, 

would shoot two free throws, 
and making either would give his 
team a happy bus ride home. The 
Tigers would have no time to score 
afterward.

His first attempt hit nothing but 
the bottom of the net. After Francis 
missed his irrelevant second shot, 
his teammates mobbed him. 

Afterward the celebration, 

Francis admitted he was nervous 
at the line. The result pushed the 
Commodores, having an up-and-
down season, to 9-7 with a trip to 
Missisquoi on deck Tuesday and 
the season winding down.

“I’m just praying, you know?” 
Francis said. “We needed this 
win. It’s something the guys have 
been hoping for. We needed some 

momentum going toward the end 
of the season.”

The free throw capped a 
Commodore comeback from down 
21-12 at the half and avenged a 
57-47 home loss to the Tigers on 
Jan. 20. 

Francis said VUHS was 
determined to start playing better 

VUHS GUARD ELIJAH Duprey cuts between Tigers Eddie Fallis and 
Graham Mattrick as he drives in the lane during the Commodores’ 
game at MUHS on Monday.

Independent photo/Steve James

VUHS JUNIOR FORWARD Oakley Francis has inside position on the Tigers’ Penn Riney for this 
defensive rebound. The Commodores’ edge on the boards helped them stay close enough to rally for an 
overtime win. 

Independent photo/Steve James

Tigers control most of defensive battle, but Commodores rally, prevail on late call in overtime

By ANDY KIRKALDY
MIDDLEBURY — The 

Middlebury Union High School 
boys’ hockey team did not get off 
to the best of starts against visiting 
Missisquoi this past Friday, but 
quickly recovered from a 2-0 
deficit to cruise to a 7-2 victory. 

The win was the Tigers’ fifth 
in six outings as they continued 
to surge in the second half of 
the season. MUHS continued its 
momentum on Monday, improving 
to 8-6-1 record with a 4-3 victory 
at St. Johnsbury. The Tigers were 
set to visit Rutland, the last team to 
defeat them, on Wednesday, after 

the deadline for this edition.
Coach Jordan Stearns said his 

team has bounced back from a 
challenging early schedule during 
which injuries and other absences 
left his coaching staff juggling 
lineups and the Tigers looking at a 
2-5-1 mark in mid-January.

He said a combination of having 
everybody back and a positive 
frame of mind has helped propel 
the Tigers forward.

“The focus has been better. We’ve 
really just been coming into it as a 
team. We talked to the guys about 
holding each other accountable, 
too, the effort in practice. The 

guys are just buzzing,” Stearns 
said. “The beginning of the season 
we had a tough schedule, and we 
didn’t have all the pieces together. 
So we finally got them all together 
and everybody is starting to mesh, 
so you’re really starting to see 
where these guys can be at.”

On Friday, the Tigers surrendered 
two goals to the T-Birds in the 
first 6:20, neither of them picture-
perfect, before using their superior 
skating, stick skills and teamwork 
to take charge. It still took a few 
minutes to start clicking, but once 
they did, it was a long night for 

MUHS SENIOR HENRY Hunsdorfer carves out space in front of the Missisquoi net during the Tiger 
boys’ hockey team’s home victory on this past Friday. 

Independent photo/Steve James

TIGERS IVER ANDERSON, Gus Hodde and Quinn Collins celebrate one of their team’s seven goals in 
their Friday win over visiting Missisquoi. 

Independent photo/Steve James

(See Hockey, Page 4B)

panthers
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Novice and advanced athletes alike marvel at the beauty of our courses 
and enjoy the mountains, lakes and streams of Central Vermont.

See our website for course maps, race details and registration.

5K,  10K  &  HALF MARATHON

May 14, 2023
Lake Dunmore, 

Vermont

Sports (Mostly)
KARL 

LINDHOLM

I don’t ski and never have, though 
I grew up in Maine and have lived 
here in Vermont for a very long 
time.

Actually, I skied once. I took 
a lesson at 
the Snow 
Bowl from 
l e g e n d a r y 
Midd lebury 
Union High 
School coach 
Gail Jette. 
After falling 
off the chair 
lift (at the top, 
getting off: 
no harm), I 

skied for about three hours on the 
beginners’ slope. 

I thought, “There, I’ve done it,” 
like jumping out of an airplane or 
riding in a raft down the rapids 
of a fast-moving river. I didn’t 
understand why anyone would 
ever want to do it again. 

This weekend is the 100th 
Middlebury Winter Carnival and 
I fi nd myself absorbed, perhaps 
ironically given the above, by 
Middlebury ski history and culture. 
I’m doing research on the great 
Middlebury skiers of the past.

I remember keenly when I was a 
student myself, piling on to one of 
the score of yellow school buses, 
like just about everyone else at the 
school, to watch the Carnival ski 
races at the Bowl. The ski jumping 
on Saturday afternoon or Sunday 
morning was de rigeur, not to 
be missed. We had Friday off, 
no class, in order to get us to the 
events.

While there were big social 
events like the Carnival Ball, 
Klondike Rush (a concert in the 
fi eld house with big name bands), 
the Ice Show, and parties with live 
bands at all the fraternities, there 
was no question but that skiing 
was truly the centerpiece of the 
weekend. 

It seems inconceivable then that 
there would be Winter Carnival 
without skiing, but that’s the way 
it is this week, due to a change in 
Carnival scheduling in the East. 
This week Middlebury skiers are 
at the Williams Carnival. For many 
years, the Middlebury Carnival was 
the Eastern Championships and 
results were consequential indeed 
for both athletes and teams.

From the 1940s to the ’70s 
Middlebury and Dartmouth reigned 
supreme in the East, on the men’s 
side anyway, as Dartmouth did not 
see the wisdom of enrolling women 
till 1972, and UVM was late to the 
party, not becoming a powerhouse 
until the mid-1970s.

A history of Middlebury skiing 
written by Mike Schoenfeld 
’73 in 1984 on the sport’s 50th 
anniversary at Middlebury makes 

for stimulating reading. He recounts 
that the men’s ski team  dates back 
to the 1930s and the women’s team 
to the early 1940s. 

Middlebury has had women’s 
sports forever, back to the 
early 1900s. Women students, 
however, didn’t engage in 
actual intercollegiate team 
competition until about the time of 
groundbreaking Title IX legislation 
— with this one very notable 
exception: skiing! 

Of the 58 members in the 
Middlebury Athletics Hall of Fame 
at present (new inductees will be 
identifi ed in June and celebrated 
in November), 11 are skiers, six 
women and fi ve men, including 
Coach Bobo Sheehan ’44 — and 
the bench is very, very deep indeed. 
It’s quite apparent that there could 
be a Middlebury Ski Hall of Fame 
as a separate entity.

Middlebury’s fi rst Olympic skier 
was Rebecca Ann Fraser, class of 
1946, who competed in the ’48 
Olympics in St. Moritz, Switzerland 
(the fi rst Olympics in 12 years, due 
to World War II). She fi nished in 
the middle of the pack, 17th in the 
slalom and 22nd in the downhill. 

There were those who thought 
she had won gold in the slalom and 
silver in the downhill as abbreviated 
newspaper accounts showed the 
winner as “Fraser, USA.” That 
was her roommate at the games, 
Gretchen Fraser, from Washington 
state.

Becky grew up in Bridgewater 
Corners, Vt., and attended 
Woodstock High School. She 
was a student at Middlebury at an 
interesting time, 1942-46, during 
World War II. In 1944, the student 
body included 71 men and 520 
women (and another 200 or so 
men in the V-12 program, a Navy 
offi cer training program). In 1947, 
by contrast, the war over, the 
enrollment was 703 men (many on 
the G.I. Bill) and 484 women.

She was a brilliant skier at 
Middlebury and a school leader, 
selected by her schoolmates for 
her accomplishments as Carnival 
Queen in 1945. She swept the 
Carnival slalom and downhill 
events that year and again in ’46, 
competing against McGill, UNH, 
Syracuse, UVM, St. Lawrence, 
Colby Junior College, Skidmore. 
She won or placed high at other 
prominent open events throughout 
the region and was celebrated in 
the Campus (student newspaper) 
as “among the top-most skiers in 
the country.” 

The Campus described her 
“complete mastery” of the slopes 
in the 1945 Carnival: “Rebecca A. 
Fraser, star and captain, . . .  made 
the torturous mile-long downhill 
run in her fl awless style, seldom 
checking her terrifi c speed,” 
and in the 35-gate slalom, “her 
seemingly effortless negotiation of 
the diffi cult course was a thrilling 
spectacle of precision.”

After graduating with a degree 
in math, Becky undertook a 
“token job” in Sun Valley, Idaho, 
competed in several Olympic 
tryout races, and was selected 
for the ’48 Olympic team. She 
sailed with her team to France 
on the S.S. America, trained in 
Davos, Switzerland, and competed 
in “several Olympic warm-up 
races.” She called her Olympic 
performance “sort of mid-stream.” 

In May 1947, Becky married 
Tom Cremer, a Minnesotan, who 
entered Middlebury in 1944 after 
serving in the military during the 
war. Also a skier, he was captain 
of the ’46 men’s team when Becky 
led the women’s team. He earned 
graduate degrees in both optometry 

and education and worked as an 
optometrist in Colorado and as 
an educational psychologist in 
California. 

While fi ghting in the Aleutian 
Islands against the Japanese, Tom 
suffered from severe frostbite that 
later required the amputation in 
1952 of his left leg below the knee 
and most of his right foot. After 
these amputations, he won four 
national ski titles, a world title in 
the Amputee Olympics in France, 
and a national championship in 
an amputees’ golf tournament, 
according to his obituary. 

Becky remained an athlete 
throughout her life, skiing as a 
member of the National Ski Patrol 
Association and becoming an avid 
and skilled golfer (two holes-in-
one!). 

She and Tom raised four children 
and were married for 46 years. 
They were living in Hawaii when 
Tom died in 1993. When Becky 
passed away in 2006, her family 
gathered together to celebrate “Our 
Olympian.”

Here at Middlebury, she was our 
Olympian too.

—————
Karl Lindholm Ph.D. is the 

emeritus dean of advising at 
Middlebury College. He served in 
many roles at Middlebury, including 
dean of students from 1988-91.

By ANDY KIRKALDY
ADDISON COUNTY — Mount 

Abraham picked up two victories 
— one over rival Vergennes — 
while Otter Valley broke through 
for three wins to highlight local 
high school girls’ basketball action 
between Feb. 8 and 14. Elsewhere, 
Middlebury and VUHS came up 
short in other contests. 
EAGLES VS. VUHS

The Eagles moved into good 
position for a home Division II 
playoff game by outlasting the host 
Commodores, 54-44, on Tuesday.

Mia Jensen’s 22 points and 
MacKenzie Griner’s 15 points 
led the defending D-II champion 
Eagles as they fi nished at 11-9 after 
their 2-6 start, unoffi cially good for 
sixth place in D-II as of Wednesday 
morning. The standings are tightly 
packed, however, and results 
elsewhere during the last few days 
of the girls’ season this week could 
shift the seedings. 

For VUHS, Finnley Jacobson
led the way with 13 points, 
followed by Kyra Bradford with 
11 points and Ava Francis with 
eight. The Commodores will take a 
4-15 record into MUHS on Friday 
in their fi nal regular season game. 
EAGLES VS. T-BIRDS

This past Friday, the Eagles got 

past visiting Missisquoi, 50-39, 
with a balanced attack led by Lucy 
Parker’s 12 points; she added fi ve 
steals. Louisa Painter added 10 
points for the Eagles, and Payton 
Vincent (10 rebounds) and Jensen 
added eight points apiece. Destinee 
Pigeon paced the T-Birds with 17 
points.
OTTERS

On Feb. 9, the Otters blew out 
visiting Mill River, 60-14, for 
their second victory of the winter. 
Nine Otters scored in their big win. 
Ryleigh LaPorte led the way with 
17 points, and next were Elena 
Politano with 10 and Anna Lee
with nine. Chloe Kennedy led the 
Minutemen with fi ve points

On Saturday, the Otters defeated 
visiting Woodstock, 55-34, after 
taking a 20-3 fi rst-quarter lead. 
Politano led the way with 16 
points, Matelin Laporte (six in 
the fi rst period) and Breanna 
Bovey scored eight apiece, and 
Lee and Emily Peduto chipped in 
seven apiece. Wasp Norah Harper 
notched a game-high 16 points. 

 On Tuesday, OV stretched its 
winning streak to three, all at home, 
by knocking off Proctor, 52-31. 
Politano tossed in 22 to pace the 
attack, and Peduto with 10 points 
and Lee with eight also chipped in 

as the Otters improved to 4-14 with 
their late-season surge. 
COMMODORES

This past Friday, host Enosburg 
outlasted the Commodores, 51-47, 
despite 18 points from Jacobson in 
the paint. Daisee Gabaree and Lilly 
Robtoy each scored 12 points for 
the Hornets.
TIGERS

On Feb. 9, the Tigers fell to 
visiting Colchester, 64-40. Four 
Lakers scored in double fi gures, 
led by Emma Litchfi eld’s 17 
points. Ele Sellers led the Tigers 
with 14.

On Saturday, another Division 
I visitor topped the 4-11 Tigers, 
this time Rutland, the second-
place team in its division, in a 
closer contest, 45-41. Sellers led 
a balanced MUHS offense with 
11 points, followed by Solstice 
Binder with 10 and Cady Pitner
with eight. Rutland (15-2) was led 
by Karsyn Bellomo with 11 and 
Jasmine Evans with nine.

The Tigers concluded a tough 
stretch with a 57-38 loss on 
Tuesday at undefeated North 
Country. Sellers paced MUHS 
with 16 points. Cora Nadeau (20 
points) and Sabine Brueck (19), as 
usual, paced the 19-0 Falcons, who 
will be D-II’s top seed.   

Winter Carnival, Panther Olympians: Becky Fraser

ST. ALBANS — The 
Middlebury Union High School 
dance team claimed fi rst place in 
Hip-Hop on Saturday at the NVAC 
championship competition, which 
was hosted by BFA-St. Albans.

The Tiger squad placed fi rst on 
two out of three judges’ scorecards 
and second in the third judge’s 
marks to score four points and edge 
second-place South Burlington, 
which received six points. The SB 
teams received one fi rst-place nod, 

but was ranked second and third by 
the other two judges.

Rounding out the fi eld were 
Mount Mansfi eld (eight), Lamoille 
(12) and host St. Albans (15).

The Tigers have won the 
Hip-Hop competition in all their 
meets except one heading into 
this Saturday evening’s state 
championship competition, which 
Vergennes Union High School will 
host. 

On Saturday, teams will compete 

for the state title in the Pom, Jazz 
and Hip Hop genres. Doors open at 
5 p.m., competition starts at 5:30. 
Admission is $8 for adults, $6 for 
students.

This past Saturday, the Tigers 
placed third in the Pom discipline. 
South Burlington prevailed with 
three points, followed by North 
Country (seven), MUHS (nine), 
and Richford (11). 

Girls’ hoop: Eagles remain hot

Tiger dancers take NVAC Hip-Hop title

THE MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE Women’s Ski Team in 1946 was the dominant women’s team in the East. 
Women’s intercollegiate team competition dates generally to the passage of Title IX legislation — with 
one notable exception at Middlebury: skiing! Captain Becky Fraser, Middlebury’s fi rst Olympic skier, is 
fourth from the right.  

Photo courtesy of Middlebury College Special Collections

BECKY FRASER WAS selected by her schoolmates as Winter 
Carnival Queen in 1945 for her leadership accomplishments as well 
as her achievements as a skier. The Carnival King that year was a 
member of the V-12 program, which trained U.S. Navy offi cers at 
Middlebury during World War II. 

Photo courtesy of Middlebury College

BECKY FRASER GREW up on 
a farm in Bridgewater Corners, 
Vt., attended a one-room 
schoolhouse for seven years, 
attended Woodstock High School 
and graduated from Middlebury 
College in 1946 with a degree 
in math. She was Middlebury’s 
fi rst Olympic skier, competing 
in the 1948 Games in St. Moritz, 
Switzerland. 

Photo courtesy of Middlebury College
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Many thanks to our sponsors:

2023 
Super Sunday 

Contest

Congratulations to:

Barry Aldinger - VT Sun Membership & 1 Month of Dues
Doug McCallum - 1-Yr Addison Independent Subscription
Sammy Kepes (tie) - Greg’s Market & Deli Prize Package

 Zoe Raymond (tie) - 1-Yr Addison Independent Subscription Zoe Raymond (tie) - 1-Yr Addison Independent Subscription Zoe Raymond (tie) - 1-Yr Addison Independent Subscription

The Chiefs claimed the title in this year’s nail-biting 
Super Sunday competition. Surprisingly, most of this year’s

 contest entries called for the Eagles to win but the four people 
below not only correctly guessed the winning team

 but also came closest to the combined score.

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
     388 Exchange Street
    802-388-4937

Mon. - Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4

Open
7 days

www.MiddleburyAgway.com

Join us and start 
a conversation 

about seed 
starting!

Bring your own 
information and learn
more with High Mowing!

PLUS 20% off
all seeds and starting supplies 
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 

only…2/17-2/19

(cannot be combined 
with any other sale or 

offer, while supplies last)

Talk located in our Greenhouse!

only…2/17-2/19

Feb 18, 10-11 a.m.
Middlebury Agway
highmowingseeds.com

after halftime. 
“We got down in the locker room 

and we just really locked in,” he 
said. “And we were able to come 
out in the third and really put on a 
show.”

The Tigers, who dropped to 8-8, 
were hampered by foul trouble 
to senior center Penn Riney, 
who fouled out with 2:04 left in 
regulation. And senior point guard 
Jack Trudeau is out with an ankle 
injury. 

 “Not having Penn down the 
stretch was huge for us, said 
MUHS Coach Chris Altemose. 
“But that was part of their plan, 
and it worked.”

Overall, Altemose said he 
thought his backcourt played well 
in Trudeau’s absence, but the 
Tigers missed him in crunch time.

“It wasn’t any one single person’s 
fault down the stretch. But we had 
too many turnovers. We took a 
couple bad shots,” he said.

Ultimately, Altemose said, the 
Commodores earned their victory.

“Give credit to them for making 
shots and playing hard and not 
giving up,” he said.

VUHS Coach Josh Carter was 
pleased with his team’s persistence. 

“We did a great job of staying 
together and responding to their 
runs,” he said. “It was really 
exciting.”

Carter also appreciated their 
strong man-to-man defense and 
rebounding, and said the second 
half emergence on offense could 

bode well. 
“We’ve just been working so 

hard in practice, and it fi nally 
showed up tonight in the second 
half,” he said. “I was just waiting 
for the breakthrough to come.”  

More of the same would help as 
the Commodores work to move up 
the Division III standings, Carter 
said 

“We can build on that energy. 
Hopefully we can continue to go 
on the upswing,” he said. (They 
did win at Missisquoi.)

For most of Monday’s game 
it looked like the Tigers were in 
control. They opened on an 11-2 
run as Riney powered for six 
early points, but it was 11-6 after 
one period when Wyatt Rochon 
converted on a late inbounds play 
for the Commodores. 

Defense ruled a second period 
in which both offenses struggled. 
VUHS cut the lead to 15-12 with 
help from forward Oakley Francis 
scoring twice inside, but the Tigers 
closed with a 6-0 run capped by 
two Graham Mattrick free throws 
and a Noah Doherty-Konczal 
baseline jumper to put MUHS up, 
21-12.

The Commodores outscored 
MUHS by 14-8 in the third period. 
Guard Elijah Duprey netted fi ve, 
Abram Francis nailed a three, and 
Devin Brisson heated up with a 
pair of buckets. Riney converted 
in the post twice to keep MUHS 
afl oat, but when Abram Francis 
fed brother Oakley on an inbounds 
play to end the period the Tiger 

lead was down to 29-26. 
The Tigers kept a slim lead as the 

teams traded hoops in the fourth, 
except when an Abram Francis 
three made it 35-35 at 4:15. But 
Cole Ashelin quickly responded 
with a three to make it 38-35. 

MUHS pushed the lead to 44-39 
on a Riney post move, and VUHS 
called time at 2:23.  

Out of the timeout Duprey drew 
Riney’s fi fth foul and hit two free 
throws to make it 44-41. After 
Tiger Kyle Stearns hit a free throw, 
the teams each turned the ball over 
before Commodore Levi Cogger 
sank a free throw at 0:54 to make 
it 45-42. The Commodores got the 
ball back with 40 seconds left, and 
Brisson hit his third three of the 
period to force overtime.

In OT, Brisson drove for two 
points to give VUHS its fi rst lead 
of the game at 47-45, which Tiger 
senior forward Willem Berry 
quickly erased with a three. A 
Duprey free throw knotted the 
score, and an Oakley Francis 
putback made it 50-48, VUHS. 

Then Berry swished another 
three to make it 51-50, and 
Doherty-Konczal’s baseline 
jumper pushed the lead to 53-50 at 
2:25. But the Tigers went one for 
four from the line for their only 
point the rest of the way. Drives by 
Abram Francis and then Rochon at 
0:40 made it 54-54, and the stage 
was set for Abram Francis to make 
his tense and lonely heroics. 

Riney led MUHS with 17 points, 
followed by Berry (14), Doherty-

Konczal and Ashelin (eight apiece) 
and Mattrick (six). 

Next up for the Tigers is 
a Thursday date vs. Milton 
that could be a doubleheader. 
Assuming offi cials can be found, 
the teams will start play at 5 p.m. 
to complete their Feb. 6 game that 
was suspended at Milton with the 
Yellowjackets leading, 40-37. 
Then the JV game will be played, 
and the regularly scheduled varsity 
game between the programs will 
take place. 

Immediately after Monday’s 
disappointing loss Altemose told 
the Tigers they have to look forward 
and fi nish the season strong.

“This was a tough one for us, 
but we’ve got a great opportunity 
coming up on Thursday, and we’ve 
got a couple games coming up next 
week,” Altemose said. “We’ve got 
to win these games if we want a 
home playoff game. So we’ve got 
to regroup fast.”

The Commodores outrebounded 
the Tigers, 41-28. Brisson scored 
15 points to lead VUHS, all after 
halftime. Also reaching double 
fi gures were Duprey (14) Oakley 
Francis (12) and Rochon (10). 

Abram Francis described what it 
was like to play in and then leave 
the packed, loud MUHS gym with 
a victory.

“It was really intense. It was a lot 
of emotion,” he said. “But it feels 
really good to win here because 
it really proves to these fans and 
everybody else that we mean 
business.”

Basketball 
(Continued from Page 1B)

C O M M O D O R E  G U A R D  W Y A T T  R oc h on c h allenges T iger c enter 
P enn R iney at th e b ask et during th e team ’ s gam e on M onday at 
M U H S.

I ndependent ph oto/Stev e J am es

Mixed results for boys’ hoop teams

MIDDLEBURY — This 
past weekend the Middlebury 
College men’s hockey team split 
a pair of home-and-away games 
with Williams. At 5-17, 4-12 
in NESCAC, the Panthers lost 
ground in the race for the league 
playoffs that will begin on Feb. 25. 
Middlebury is now ninth with 15 
points, 1.5 points behind Williams 
and Tufts, which had a good 
weekend and moved up from 10th 

to pass both teams. 
Middlebury will have to fare 

well in this weekend’s fi nal regular-
season games to move up in the 
standings. They are hosting fourth-
place Hamilton on Friday and 
second-place Amherst on Saturday.

This past Friday, the Panthers 
won the away leg of their two-game 
series vs. the Ephs, 3-2, when Bret 
Pastor found the net with a second 
left in regulation. Middlebury 

goalie Jake Horoho backstopped 
the victory with 35 saves, while 
Eph netminder Michael Fairfax 
made 24 stops. 

The Ephs took the lead on Jonah 
Gold’s power play goal 10:18 
into the fi rst period. The Panthers 
knotted the score with 1:02 left 
in the second period, when Zach 
Whitehead wristed a shot from 
between the circles inside the left 
post.

Williams took a 2-1 lead 3:31 
into the third period when Faisal 
Al-Saif collected a loose puck and 
shoveled it home.

The Panthers tied the contest with 
at 7:25, when Nolan Moore netted 
his team-high seventh goal. Moore 
skated onto puck outside the crease 
and lifted a backhander into the net.

Pastor’s game-winning goal came 
after a pass from Paddy Bogart in 
the left circle. Pastor’s shot through 

traffi c slipped between the goalie’s 
legs for and the dramatic game-
winner. It was Pastor’s fi rst goal of 
the season

On Saturday, Williams coasted, 
5-1, despite the Panthers’ 30-28 
edge in shots on goal. The Ephs 
scored the game’s fi nal four goals.

After Will Berg gave the 
Ephs the lead with a fi rst-period 
strike, Chris Garbe equalized for 
Middlebury 4:28 into the second 

period. A Nicholas Rashkovsky 
goal made it 2-1 after two periods, 
and Ephs Jacob Monro, Jack Sabre 
and Ziv Deener-Chodirker scored 
in the third period. Eph goalie 
Evan Ruschil, brother of recently 
graduated Panther softball star 
Noelle Ruschil, made 29 saves for 
Williams, and Horoho made 23 for 
Middlebury.  

M en’ s h oc k ey team s splits w ith  E ph s;  playof f s in j eopardy

ADDISON COUNTY — Mount 
Abraham defeated Vergennes to 
highlight local high school boys’ 
basketball play between Feb. 8 and 
14. 

Elsewhere, Middlebury and 
Mount Abe each split two games, 
the Commodores bounced back with 
a win, and Otter Valley lost to an 
undefeated rival.

The Commodores also visited 
MUHS on Monday; see story on 
Page 1B.
EAGLES OVER VUHS

On Feb. 8, the Eagles avenged a 
Jan. 13 defeat at VUHS with a 50-37 
victory. Mount Abe rolled to a 33-12 
halftime advantage behind balanced 
scoring and strong defense and then 
staved off the Commodores’ attempt 
to rally in the fourth period.

Norman Benoit (10) points, Ian 
Funke (nine), Domenic DeNapoli 
and Brendan Oxford (eight apiece) 
led the Eagles in scoring as they 
moved back to .500 heading into a 
home game vs. Milton on Saturday. 

Elijah Duprey tossed in 13 for 
the Commodores, nine in the fourth 
quarter to spark a comeback attempt, 
and Abram Francis netted 12. 
VUHS dropped to 8-7 heading into 
Monday’s game at MUHS.
TIGERS

On Feb. 8, the Tigers eased past 
visiting Missisquoi, 60-43, as Penn 
Riney (25) and Willem Berry (15) 
combined for 40 points. Raymond 
Fournier and Gavin Nichols each 
scored 12 points for the T-Birds.

On Friday, the Tigers gave visiting 
North Country a battle, but the 
Lake Division’s top team improved 
to 15-2 with a 57-48 victory over 
Middlebury. The Tigers led by 
26-25 at the break, but the Falcons 
outscored Middlebury in the third 
quarter by 16-8 to take the lead and 
hit nine fourth-quarter free throws to 
clinch the victory. 

Haiden Cilafoux (19 points) and 
Cooper Brueck (12) led NCU. Riney 
(19 points) and Berry (16) again 
paced the Tigers, who dropped to 8-7 
heading into Monday’s game and are 
battling Lyndon and Mount Abe for 
the 7-8-9 seeds in Division II.
EAGLES

On Saturday, the Eagles outlasted 
visiting Milton, 49-44. Three Eagles 
reached double fi gures, Ian Funke
(15 points), and Gavin Bannister 
and Domenic DeNapoli (12 points 
apiece), and as a team the Eagles 

made eight of 11 free throws in 
the fourth quarter to nail down the 
victory. Donovyn Dallas scored 19 
for Milton, 13 in the second half to 
help the Yellowjackets stay close. 

On Monday, host Enosburg edged 
the Eagles, 43-41, when a last-chance 
Mount Abe shot fell short in a game 
that was tight throughout — the 
Hornets led at the half, 28-26. Devyn 
Gleason led Enosburg with 16 points. 

Bannister and Funke each scored 
10 for the Eagles, who dropped to 8-8 
and at least momentarily into 10th in 
the tightly bunched D-II standings.
COMMODORES

On Tuesday, the Commodores 
improved to 10-7 with a 52-41 
victory at Missisquoi. Francis tossed 
in six three-pointers for the sixth time 
this winter and led VUHS with 18 

points, and Spencer Gebo scored 12, 
eight in the fourth quarter to help nail 
down the win. Raymond Fournier 
led MVU with 18 points.
OTTERS

On Feb. 9, host Fair Haven took 
a 20-2 lead after one period on the 
way to a victory. The Otters came 
back to within 14 at the half and 11 
in the fourth period before the Slaters 
pulled away again to ensure they 
remained undefeated. 

Sawyer Ramey led the home team 
with 26 points, and Sam Barber
added 12 as the Slaters improved to 
15-0 heading into a Monday home 
gave vs. Granville, N.Y., which they 
won.

Matt Bryant and Owen Thomas
led the 6-11 Otters with eight points 
apiece. 

Upcoming Events

Memorial Sports Center
296 Buttolph Drive • Middlebury, VT

802-388-1238
info@memorialsportscenter.org
MemorialSportsCenter.org

Skate Sharpening 
available during

all events.

�ursday Feb. 16:
9:00 - 11:00 AM - Public Skating

Saturday Feb. 18:
12:00 - 1:30 PM - Public Skating

Tuesday Feb. 21:
9:00 - 11:00 AM - Public Skating

3:30 - 5:00 PM - Stick & Puck 
�ursday Feb. 23:

9:00 - 11:00 AM - Public Skating
Tuesday Feb. 28:

9:00 - 11:00 AM - Public Skating
3:30 - 5:00 PM - Stick & Puck 

�ursday March 2:
9:00 - 11:00 AM - Public Skating

Monday, March 6:
3:30 - 5:00 PM - Stick & Puck 

Tuesday March 7:
9:00 - 11:00 AM - Public Skating

3:30 - 5:00 PM - Stick & Puck
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“Wellness is more than the absence of illness.”
50 Court St • Middlebury, Vt 05753

A Center for 
Independent Health Care Practitioners

SOMAWORK

WELLNESS
CENTER

Donna Belcher, M.A. ..................... 802-388-3362
Licensed Psychologist - Master 

JoAnne Kenyon...............................802-388-0254
Energy Work             https://joanne.abmp.com

Nancy Tellier ...................................802-989-8046
Ortho-Bionomy®

Hyla Dickinson...................................... 802-989-2969
Therapeutic Massage, Lymph Drainage
Craniosacral & Visceral Manipulation

Georgia Dune CMT, CR, LE.................  802-377-2507
Reflexology, Facials & More, Dunespavt.com

Laurinda Poirier-Solomon, RN, L Ac..802-238-4659
Acupuncture & Shiatsu Bodywork

• The Alexander Technique 
& Breathing Coordination

• Breath, Balance, Mental 
& Physical Wellbeing

• 50 years of teaching this 
work I love

• Private Lessons Available

Regaining Ease 
in Stressful Times

Barbara Kent, Certified ACAT, mAmSAT 
Middlebury Studio
barakent@aol.com 917-797-7823

Contact us for information:
advertising@addisonindependent.com
or call 802-388-4944
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Practitioner of the Week
Barbara was 
introduced to the 
“AT” as a young 
professional singer, 
and soon realized its 
value in all areas of 
her life. This work is 
for anyone who would 
enjoy a bit more ease 
in their every day 
life. Barbara teaches 
with gentle hands-on 
and verbal guidance 
to calm the nervous 
system, identify 
and release excess 
tension, developing more conscious attention 
to breath and movement, and improving 
overall physical/mental wellbeing.
For more information on the Alexander 
Technique visit AmSATonline.org

Contat Barbara for Private lessons
at her Middlebury Studio

Barbara Kent
barakent@aol.com

917-797-7823

“Wellness is more than the absence of illness.”
50 Court St • Middlebury, Vt 0575350 Court St • Middlebury, Vt 0575350 Court St • Middlebury, Vt 0575350 Court St • Middlebury, Vt 05753

A Center for 
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............................802-247-8106
Therapeutic Soft & Deep Tissue

...............................802-388-0254
Energy Work             https://joanne.abmp.com

Barbara Kent
Certified Alexander 
Technique teacher

Breathing 
Coordination coach

By ANDY KIRKALDY
MIDDLEBURY — The 

Middlebury College men’s 
basketball team dropped its fi nal 
regular season game this past 
Friday, 60-49, at NESCAC rival 
Connecticut, a setback that cost 
the Panthers the top seed for the 
league’s tournament. 

Instead, the Panthers (19-4, 7-3 
NESCAC) fi nished in a four-way 
tie for fi rst place with Williams 
(21-3), Wesleyan (16-8) and 
Hamilton (16-8), all with 7-3 
league marks. Williams earned 
the top seed by virtue of owning 
the best record among the top four 
teams against each other. The 
Panthers had the worst fi guring 
in tiebreakers vs. the other two 
teams; their only win against the 

three came against the Ephs. 
The upshot is that Middlebury 

will host No. 5 Tufts this Saturday 
at 4:30 p.m., with a berth in the 
league’s fi nal four on the line. 
Williams will be a prohibitive 
favorite to host that event on Feb. 
25 and 26, and a Panther-Eph 
rematch is possible. 

First, the Panthers — losers of 
two of their past three outings, 
all on the road against NESCAC 
foes — will have to take care of 
business in Pepin Gymnasium 
on Saturday against Tufts. They 
did so back on Jan. 28, winning 
72-56. 

But they were unable to take 
care of business this past Friday, 
when the host Camels used a 
19-5 second-half run to wipe out 

a 37-31 Middlebury lead on the 
way to their 60-49 victory. The 
Panthers shot just 27.3% from the 
fl oor in the setback. 

For Middlebury, Alex Sobel 
led the way for Middlebury with 
15 points, 17 rebounds and three 
blocked shots, Noah Osher scored 
12 points, Nash Goldman had 
nine points, and David Brennan 
contributed six points and 10 
rebounds.  

David Murray tossed in 17 
points for Connecticut, and four 
other Camels added at least seven 
points each. Connecticut fi nished 
at 14-10, 5-5 NESCAC, after 
getting hammered at Williams on 
Sunday, 86-46. 

MIDDLEBURY — The 
Middlebury College women’s 
basketball team on Friday won 
its last regular season game, 68-
54, over visiting NESCAC rival 
Connecticut, a result that helped 
the Panthers nail down a home 
quarterfi nal for the NESCAC 
playoffs. 

The Panthers, 14-10 overall, 
compiled a 5-5 league record that 
put them in a fourth-place tie with 
Hamilton, Amherst and Bates in 
the league standings. With regular 
season victories over Hamilton 
and Amherst, the Panthers had the 
best record among the four teams 
against each other in head-to-head 
competition and earned the No. 4 
seed. 

They will host No. 5 Hamilton 
on Saturday at 2 p.m., looking 
to duplicate their earlier success 
vs. the 18-6 Continentals: They 

prevailed on Jan. 4 at home, 64-
56. 

Tufts (18-6, 9-1 NESCAC) is 
the top seed and the likely host 
of the league’s fi nal four (and 
a probable Panther opponent if 
Middlebury wins this Saturday) 
on Feb. 25 and 26. Tufts rallied for 
a 68-59 home win when the teams 
met in the regular season.

This past Friday, the Panthers 
pulled away in the third quarter 
to post their 68-54 victory over 
visiting Connecticut (7-16). 
Middlebury led at the half, 37-30, 
but the Camels cut the lead to 39-
38 during the next three minutes.

The Panthers responded with 
a 15-2 run, during which Alexa 
Mustafaj scored six points, to take 
a 54-40 lead. Connecticut did not 
challenge them again. 

Mustafaj led the Panthers with 
25 points and topped 500 for the 

season. She will enter the playoffs 
seven points short of 1,000. 
Reagan McDonald and Augusta 
Dixon (six rebounds) each 
added 14 points; Calie Messina 
contributed 11 points, fi ve steals 
and fi ve rebounds; and Claire 
Miller and added six points and 
eight rebounds. 

On the previous Wednesday, the 
Panthers dismissed visiting non-
league foe Colby-Sawyer, 55-38. 
The Chargers fell to 8-14. The 
Panthers led at the half, 26-19, and 
put the game away by outscoring 
their visitors in the third period by 
17-2. 

Mustafaj paced Middlebury 
with 25 points, and Dixon (10 
rebounds) and Miller were next 
with six apiece. Ten Panthers 
scored in the game. Natalie 
Panagrosso led Colby-Sawyer 
with 17 points. 

MIDDLEBURY — The 
Middlebury College women’s 
hockey team earned a win and 
a tie this past weekend against 
NESCAC foe Williams. They were 
results good enough to guarantee 
the Panthers a fi rst-round home 
game in the league’s postseason 
tournament. Middlebury will host 
a quarterfi nal on Feb. 25. 

The 14-5-3 Panthers are 9-3-2 
in NESCAC play and will visit 
second-place Hamilton this 
weekend needing to sweep the 
Continentals to move into second 
place. The 17-3-2 Continentals 
could catch fi rst-place Amherst 
with a sweep of the Panthers, but 
Amherst (19-2) has amassed too 
many points to allow Middlebury 
to catch the Mammoths for fi rst 
place. 

Colby (14-6) could possibly 
catch Middlebury for fourth, but 
fi fth-place Connecticut is too far 
back to do so. 

This past weekend, the Panthers 
and the Ephs (10-10-1, 5-8-1 
NESCAC) skated to a 1-1 tie in 
Middlebury on Friday, and the 

Panthers won at Williams, 3-2, on 
Saturday.

On Friday, the Panthers settled 
for the tie with the visiting Ephs 
despite outshooting their visitors, 
47-21. Eph goalie Erin Pye made 
46 saves, while Middlebury goalie 
Sophia Will stopped 20 shots.  

The Ephs took the lead with 
28 seconds left in the fi rst period, 
when Maddie Tix fi nished high 
after getting a pass from the right 
side. 

Middlebury equalized at 13:13 
of the third period on a power play. 
Cat Appleyard one-timed a loose 
puck into the net after a defender 
had blocked a Jenna Letterie shot 
from the left dot.

Letterie had a shorthanded 
breakaway with just under fi ve 
minutes left, but Pye tipped her bid 
away with her stick. Letterie also 
hit the crossbar in overtime as the 
Panthers controlled play, with an 
Ashley McDonald redirect that just 
slid wide the next best chance. 

On Saturday, the shots were 
even at 32-32 as Williams hosted, 
but the Panthers prevailed, 3-2, as 

Will made 30 saves. Tye stopped 
29 for the Ephs. 

Middlebury scored fi rst, at 6:39 
of the opening period, when Zoe 
Pincelli one-timed home a Delanie 
Goniwiecha feed; it was her fi rst 
Panther goal. Middlebury’s Jordan 
Hower made it 2-0 with 13 seconds 
left in the period, when she took an 
Avery McInerny feed between the 
circles and blasted a shot in off the 
crossbar.

 At 4:17 of the second period, 
Eph Bella DeLuca ripped a shot 
home from the left point on a solo 
rush, a shorthanded goal that made 
it 2-1. 

Letterie restored Middlebury’s 
two-goal lead at 10:48 of the 
period, getting past a defender 
before beating Pye through the 
fi ve-hole. Letterie took over the 
team’s point lead with eight goals 
and 12 assists. 

Williams made it 3-2 with 9:03 
left in the game, when Christina 
Halloran fi nished off a two-on-one 
break.

Panthers skate to tie, win vs. Ephs

Men’s hoop gets No.4 seed for tourney

Women’s hoop to host in tournament

Missisquoi (4-10-2). 
“I think it was a good lesson 

for the guys. They were a kind of 
a couple unlucky goals there, a 
couple of lucky bounces,” Stearns 
said. “But if you give the other 
team chances, those bounces start 
to go in. The way to create those 
good bounces for yourself is by 
working hard, dominating the 
game. And for the last 35 minutes 
that’s exactly what we did.”

Missisquoi’s fi rst goal came 
in the fi rst minute on a play that 
appeared harmless. Defender AJ 
Dennett picked up a puck at the 
left point and tossed a soft shot 
at the Tiger goal, where another 
T-Bird and two MUHS defenders 
were engaging in front of MUHS 
freshman goalie TJ Baron. The 
puck, headed toward the far side 
of the net, hit a Tiger and defl ected 
back into the near side. 

The T-Birds made it 2-0 at the 
end of a power play, just after 
Baron made two strong saves. 
Justin Farnham tossed a puck 
from the right point into a crowd 
in front of the Tiger net, and 
it bounced through the knot of 
skaters to Dalton LaPlant in the 
left corner, and he managed to put 
it into the right side of the net with 

6:20 gone. 
The Tigers began to wake 

up, but only managed one good 
chance until late in the period: 
About nine minutes in, MVU 
goalie Ethan Stefaniak kicked 
away Sutton Rubright’s low bid 
from between the circles. 

At 11:38, the Tigers broke 
through, thanks to Landon Kean. 
Defender Iver Anderson ripped 
a slapper from between the 
circles, and Stefaniak knocked the 
rebound to the right circle. Kean 
was waiting and whacked the 
puck home into the near side. 

With six seconds to go in the 
period, Kellan Bartlett knotted 
the score with the fi rst of his three 
goals. Anderson set up a Gus 
Hodde blast from the left circle. 
Stefaniak stopped it, but Bartlett 
knocked in the rebound from the 
slot.

The Tigers kept their 
momentum out of the locker room 
with a goal-of-the-year candidate 
32 seconds into the second period 
from Hodde. Quinn Collins circled 
clockwise behind the goal from 
the left side and fed Toby Draper 
on the right side of the goal, and 
Draper one-timed a pass to Hodde 
at the far post for the tap-in. 

Stearns said that play was an 

example of how the Tigers are 
gelling.

“That fi rst goal of the second 
period, that tic-tac-toe, that was 
incredible,” he said. “It was so 
great to see. That’s just the guys 
getting to play together and 
knowing where they’re at.”

The Tigers shortly afterward 
went on a power play, and at 2:01 
Bartlett made it 4-2. Stationed at 
the inside edge of the right circle, 
he slapped a Draper feed from the 
corner high into the far side of the 
net. 

Stefaniak held the fort for a 
while by denying Kean twice and 
Draper once before Baron had to 
make his fi rst save of the period, 
at about 7:00 on Wyatt Bellrose 
from between the circles.

The Tigers made it 5-2 with 
2:12 left in the period on a power 
play. Collins beat Stefaniak near-
side from the left, with an assist 
from Kean. 

Bartlett completed his hat 
trick in the fi nal period’s fi rst 
minute by ripping a slapper into 
the top left corner from the right 
circle, with the assist going to 
Henry Hunsdorfer. Jake Kadar’s 
unassisted goal at 4:33 wrapped 
up the offense for the evening.

On Monday at St. Johnsbury, 

Draper’s unassisted third-period 
goal proved to be the game-
winner in the Tigers’ 4-3 victory. 
Bartlett scored twice in the fi rst 
period, with Hunsdorfer and 
Kean assisting, and Kean scored 
from Anderson in the second 
period. The Tigers outshot the 
Hilltoppers, 24-13, and Casey 
Calzini backstopped the win in the 
Tiger goal with 13 saves. 

On the previous Wednesday, 
the Tigers picked up a 3-2 win 

at eighth-place Milton as Draper 
scored twice and set up a Hodde 
goal. One of Draper’s goals was 
unassisted, and Hodde set up 
the other. The Tigers outshot the 
Yellowjackets, 28-21, and Baron 
earned the victory with 19 saves.

Stearns agreed the Tigers have 
beaten the teams they probably 
should defeat, an important 
factor as they have moved up the 
standings — they had risen to 
seventh in the 16-team Division II 

standings after weekend play.
“Especially as we get to the 

end of the season, we talk about a 
big thing is building momentum, 
keeping the ball rolling and just 
getting better every single day,” 
Stearns said. “We just want to 
keep getting better until the end 
of the season, and that’s what we 
want to keep growing towards. So 
it’s been great to see them build 
from the middle of the season.”

TIGER SENIOR DEFENSEMAN Cole Schnoor cuts through the slot looking to score during the MUHS 
boys’ hockey team’s win over visiting Missisquoi on Friday.

Independent photo/Steve James

Hockey 
(Continued from Page 1B)

FORWARD LANDON KEAN fi res into the open side of the Missisquoi net during Friday’s fi rst period 
for Middlebury’s fi rst goal. The Tigers trailed 2-0 when Kean scored the fi rst of seven straight goals for 
the team. 

Independent photo/Steve James
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Hump day

A back-country challenge around 

an iconic Vt. mountain is a vital 

fundraiser. See Arts + Leisure.

By the wayBy the way

To the wire

Another local hoops game was 

decided in the final seconds, this 

one in Vergennes. See Page 1B.

Get healthy

Changes in light can make winter 

SAD. Read about ways to perk up 

in the special section inside A+L.

Health &
    Well-Being

A special publication of The Addison Independent | January 19, 2023

Inside:
 The Winter Blues

 New Pump Track

 Be careful shoveling

 

REGULAR PEOPLE WORK up a sweat in the weight room 

at Vermont Sun in Middlebury last week. Above, 91-year-old 

Al Molnar works out six days a week. Right, Bekkah Simmons 

keeps an eye on the machine as she pulls up weights.  
Independent photos/Steve James

Middlebury to 

diversify work 

to limit CO2 

emissions

Train brings 
steps toward
big grants to
plan housing

ACSD school board to see 

major turnover this year

Bixby LEGO robotic program 

teaches coding, teamwork, more 
Citing racism, Tiger 

girls say no to game

Legislative breakfasts will go on

Enosburg’s issues prompt action

Five members could change as major challenges loom

(See CO2 reduction, Page 8A)

(See Racism, Page 11A)

(See Breakfasts, Page 8A)

(See ACSD Board, Page 10A)

(See Robotics, Page 14A)

(See Grant, Page 11A)

By ANDY KIRKALDY

VERGENNES — Miniature turning windmills, a 

mobile front-loading truck and other LEGO creations 

— along with the local middle- and elementary-

school students who built them and the mentors who 

helped the builders — took center stage in the 

Bixby Library’s Community Room this past 

Saturday. 
The occasion was the Community Demo Day 

for the Bixby Lego Robotics Program. That 

program brought two teams, one of nine older 

students and one of five younger pupils, together 

every Wednesday at the Vergennes library since this 

past fall to design and build robotic projects, including 

writing the necessary software code, with the help 

of a half-dozen mentors. 

Saturday’s hour-long event, which was 

well attended by team members’ friends 

and family members, also doubled as a test 

run for the older Challenge Team’s project. 

That team’s project consists of a truck 

that moves two loads across a colorful surface 

(about the size of a sheet of plywood) to separate 

destinations and then triggers a windmill’s blades to 

start churning. Challenge Team will enter it into a Jan. 

28 Statewide LEGO First Competition at Norwich 

University. 
The theme of the contest is “Renewable Energy.” 

Thus the members of both the Challenge Team and 

younger Explorer Team also went to Monument 

Farms Dairy in Weybridge to learn about its 

manure-fueled bio-digester that provides 

some power to the business, and they 

also interviewed Green Mountain 

Power (GMP) officials 

about renewable power. 

The Challenge Team 

also shared what they 

learned in a skit that 

will be part of their 

contest presentation. 

Team members posed 

as TV journalists interviewing 

LEGO BIXBY ROBOTICS Explorer Team members Isaac Bouffard (left), Kayson Lavella and 

Porter Johnstone demonstrate their renewable energy project Saturday in the Vergennes library’s 

Community Room.

Independent photos/Andy Kirkaldy

More signs of a return to 

normalcy: Bristol’s Pocock 

Rocks Music Festival & Street 

Fair will return this summer 

after a long COVID hiatus, 

and the town is looking to 

resurrect its seasonal farmers 

market. Pocock Rocks has 

traditionally featured live 

musical performances from 

multiple well-known and loved 

regional bands, and hosted 

over 30 vendors, including 

microbrews, wine, hard 

ciders, spirits, specialty foods, 

gifts, and crafts. The festival 

By ANDY KIRKALDY

MIDDLEBURY — The 

members of the Middlebury 

Union High School girls’ 

basketball team chose not to 

travel to Enosburg Falls High 

School for a game this past 

Thursday citing a history of 

racist harassment of Tiger 

athletes at the Franklin County 

school. 
The team last week posted 

a statement on Instagram that 

cited three separate incidents 

over the past three years when 

MUHS athletic teams have 

experienced racist attacks from 

Enosburg spectators. They 

said Enosburg had used hate 

speech toward members of their 

community and other groups.

The Tiger team members felt 

that Enosburg officials had not 

addressed the problem to the 

degree required.

“Discrimination of any form 

can no longer be allowed and 

these incidents must not be 

ignored or swept under the 

rug,” they wrote. “We feel that 

the blame should not be placed 

solely on the individuals who 

made the racist comment, but 

rather this is a systemic issue 

that must be addressed more 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEEBURY — Three 

Addison County municipalities 

are well-positioned to receive 

a $100,000 grant to plan future 

housing, bike paths and other 

facilities that could dovetail with 

the new passenger rail service in 

their communities.

The Chittenden County Regional 

Planning Commission will act 

as a conduit for a $2.1 million in 

federal grant money that will fund 

“Transit-Oriented Development 

(TOD)” in northwest Vermont. 

Communities are eligible for one 

of up to 12 available $100,000 

slices of that funding. 

The northwest region 

encompasses Addison, Chittenden, 

Rutland, Franklin and Washington 

counties. The Addison County 

Regional Planning Commission 

(ACRPC) is encouraging eligible 

local communities to apply.

The $100,000 grants will support 

municipal efforts to create transit-

oriented development master plans 

for their downtowns and village 

centers, and to draft bylaws to 

implement those master plans.

Adam Lougee, executive 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — The 

town of Middlebury has made 

good progress reducing the 

carbon footprint of its municipal 

operations, but the community 

will need a major shift in strategy 

if it’s to reach its goal of cutting 

CO2 emissions by 80% (compared 

to what it generated during fiscal 

year 2019) by the year 2030.

Members of the Middlebury 

Energy Committee stressed that 

point during a recent selectboard 

meeting, at which they provided an 

update on the community’s “80% 

by 2030” goal — an objective that 

By JOHN FLOWERS

ADDISON COUNTY — 

Addison County’s long tradition 

of holding legislative breakfasts 

linking elected politicians with 

their constituents while the 

General Assembly is in session 

will continue — with a few tweaks.

The Independent reported on 

Jan. 12 that the legislative breakfast 

series, after a more than 50-year 

run, was on life support after it 

went on hiatus in early 2020 due to 

the COVID-19 pandemic.

The most recent sponsors of the 

event — the Addison County Farm 

Bureau and the Bridport Grange 

— at the time reported no firm 

plans to bring back the Monday 

morning gatherings held during the 

Legislative session.

But Farm Bureau and Grange 

officials met late last week and 

decided to resurrect the breakfasts, 

albeit on an every-other-week 

schedule, instead of weekly.

Tim Buskey, a leader of the Farm 

Bureau, said the 2023 legislative 

breakfast series will kick off on 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — The Addison 

Central School District board will 

swap out at least three — and as 

many as five — of its 13 members 

this winter. 
The transition will occur as the 

panel takes on several weighty 

challenges — searching for a new 

superintendent, crafting a new 

strategic plan to ensure all students 

have equal access to quality 

education and planning a multi-

million-dollar bond to bring all 

nine ACSD school buildings up to 

code.
The transition will begin 

during the coming weeks as the 

Cornwall selectboard helps pick 

a replacement for that town’s 

lone ACSD board member, Peter 

Conlon. As previously reported by 

the Independent, Conlon resigned 

from the panel on Jan. 9 to chair 

the Vermont House Education 

Committee. Conlon, a Democrat, 

Starting the day off right

METEOROLOGISTS TELL US that a high-pressure mass traps dust in the air, which scatters blue light and leaves red highlights in 

the sky. No one in Addison County who saw this spectacular sunrise on Dec. 29, shown here over Middlebury, would have to know the 

science to appreciate the breathtaking beauty.

Independent photo/Sadie Messenger
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Art for HabitatAlbright’s portraits focus on home 
and people, perfect for the cause 
she supports. See Arts + Leisure.

By the way
By the way

Fast track
After a snowfall, the Tiger Nordic 
ski teams have a good day on their 
home course. See Sports, Page 1B.

Our thanksCounty firefighters gather in-
person to recognize those who 
protect us. See Page 12A.

ANWSD budget rises; 
hammer falls on taxesPassenger rail gathers momentum Middlebury voters to field 

$3.5M water tank bond

Pocock and farmers market arereturning to Bristol

MUHS principal abruptly leaves; interim steps in

Cornwall woman appointed to the ACSD board

Board adds funds for projects to budget plan

Ethan Allen expansion draws 1,000s (See ANWSD, Page 15A)

(See Water tank, Page 13A)

(See Passengers, Page 17A)

(See MAUSD, Page 13A)

(See Bristol, Page 13A)

(See ACSD board, Page 15A)

(See Campbell, Page 3A)

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — The Addison 
Central School District Board on 
Tuesday picked Ellen Whelan-
Wuest to temporarily fill a Cornwall 
spot on the panel recently vacated 
by incumbent Peter Conlon.

Whelan-Wuest will serve until 
the March 7 Town Meeting Day 
elections, which will offer her and 
other Cornwall residents a chance 
to run for the final year on Conlon’s 
three-year term.

By MARIN HOWELL BRISTOL — Folks in the 
5-town area in and around Bristol 
have a lot to look forward to, as 
two well-loved community events 
are slated to return this summer. 
The Bristol CORE organization is 
preparing to bring back the town’s 
Pocock Rocks music festival and 
street fair, as well as reestablish the 
Bristol Farmers Market. Bristol CORE is a nonprofit 

organization committed to 
maintaining the economic vitality 
of downtown Bristol. The group 

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — The recently 
expanded Ethan Allen Express 
passenger rail service is exceeding 
state officials’ expectations, while 
providing a boost for Addison 
County travelers, innkeepers, 
students and merchants.

It was on July 29 of last year 
that Amtrak added Burlington, 
Middlebury and Vergennes/
Ferrisburgh stops to what had 
until then been a Rutland-to-New 
York City Ethan Allen Express 
passenger rail service, also known 
as EAX. Service expansion was 

warmly greeted by Addison 
County residents, merchants, 
lodging establishments and the 
Middlebury College community.

That warm greeting has morphed 
into avid ridership, according to 
Vermont Agency of Transportation 
(VTrans) officials.Toni Clithero, VTrans Amtrak 

Grants Program manager, told the 

Independent that EAX ridership 
at Burlington’s Union Station is 
averaging approximately 2,132 
riders per month or 71 passengers 
per day, with the monthly averages 
being 477 for the Middlebury 
station and 309 for the Ferrisburgh-
Vergennes station.Clithero noted VTrans and 

RIDERS BOARD THE expanded Ethan Allen Express passenger rail service at the Middlebury station this past Friday. Ridership has 

exceeded Amtrak and Vermont Agency of Transportation expectations with nearly 4,000 additional riders on the train in November.Independent photo/Steve James

By ANDY KIRKALDYVERGENNES — The Addison 
Northwest School District 
(ANWSD) budget that voters will 
consider on Town Meeting Day 
calls for a 13.4% spending increase 
but property tax rate increases are 
expected to be a fraction of that.

Nevertheless, residents of the 
five ANWSD municipalities 

shouldn’t look for a tax break.
The ANWSD board last week 

endorsed a budget that would set 
spending for the 2023-2024 school 
year at about $25.3 million, which 
is an increase of about $3 million. 

The proposed spending preserves 
all existing programs and adds a 
couple jobs, including a middle 

By MARIN HOWELL BRISTOL — The Mount 
Abraham Unified School District 
board has an adopted a budget 
for fiscal year 2024 to put before 
voters that, despite a 15.52% 
increase in the cost per equalized 
pupil, is expected to translate into 
a decrease in the education tax 
rate for the roughly two-thirds 

of district residents who pay for 
schools based on their income. 

The plan, adopted by the board 
at its Tuesday meeting, is based 
on an estimated $33,868,900 in 
total spending for FY24. With an 
anticipated $5,778,530 coming into 
the district from outside revenue, 
education spending for FY24 is 

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 
voters on Town Meeting Day 
will be asked to support a $3.5 
million bond to build a new water 
storage tank on Chipman Hill to 
supplement the current, 1.5 million-
gallon receptacle in that same 
area that delivers municipal water 
to 6,000 year-round consumers 

— including 2,500 Middlebury 
College students and 2,300 service 
connections providing flow to a 
variety of residential, commercial 
and industrial users.Emmalee Cherington, the town’s 

director of public works operations, 
pointed to a 2017 “sanitary survey” 
conducted by the state of Vermont By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Middlebury Union High 

School Principal Justin Campbell resigned Monday, 

effective immediately.After being on the job two and a half years, 

Campbell has built positive relationships with 

students, teachers and parents, according to his 

colleagues.MUHS drivers ed teacher George Rooney 
compared the mood of a 
teachers’ meeting following 
the Campbell announcement 
to a funeral service.“I always enjoyed working 

with him,” said Rooney, who 
is a representative of the 
Addison Central Education 
Association teachers’ union. 
“It felt like I was working 
with him, not for him.”Campbell himself was 

somewhat vague on his 
reasons for leaving. He 
announced his decision 
through a two short 

paragraphs in an email to the school community that 

arrived at 3:50 p.m. on Monday:
“After much contemplation, many conversations 

with family and some deep introspection, I have 

decided to resign my position as MUHS principal. I 

have enjoyed my time as an educator but I’m ready 

for a different challenge that helps me to better 

balance all aspects of my life.
“It has been a deep honor to be part of the MUHS 

community and I will cherish the memories I’ve 

made. I will work with (Addison Central School 

District Superintendent Peter) Burrows and the 

MUHS team to assure a smooth transition,” he 

added. “Thank you for all the kindness and support 

the community has shown my family and me 

throughout our time here.”The Independent could not reach Campbell 

directly.

JUSTIN CAMPBELL

Homeless among us
CARING CITIZENS GATHERED and held signs on the greens in Addison County 

on Thursday, Jan. 19, to draw attention to the plight of those who don’t have 

a house to live in. This gentleman on the City Green in Vergennes displayed a 

message that all should take to heart. See more photos on Page 14A.Photo by Jason Duquette-Hoffman

MAUSD spending up, but tax rate is falling

Kudos to Middlebury’s 
Haymaker Bun Co., which has 
been picked as one of 20 semi-
finalists for a prestigious 2023 
James Beard Foundation award 
in the category of “Outstanding 
Bakery.” It is the only Vermont 
bakery recognized. The winners 
will be announced on June 5 at 
a ceremony at the Lyric Opera 
of Chicago. The James Beard 
Foundation’s Restaurant and 
Chef Awards are one of five 
separate recognition programs of 
the awards. The 2023 Restaurant 
and Chef semifinalists are 
recognized across 23 categories, 
including the new award for 
Outstanding Bakery. The 
James Beard Foundation is a 
nonprofit organization with a 
mission “to celebrate, support 
and elevate the people behind 
America’s food culture and 
champion a standard of good 
food anchored in talent, equity, 
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In the shadow
Local theater students wrote and 

will perform a gothic-style play 

next week. See Arts+Leisure.

By the wayBy the way

Netting two
The Tiger girls’ hockey team 

posted a pair of convincing wins 

to move over .500. See Page 1B.

Bird buddy
A conservation biologist will talk 

about birds at a Green Mountain 

Club meeting. See Page 6B.

Paid family leave seen as draw for workers

Middlebury placed on 

fast track for housing

Kid program fees made flexible

Lincoln couple share stories of  African photo safari

Hannaford Career Center 

hires a new superintendent

Town Meeting Day 

election slate firms up Rep. Scheu: Latest bill has a good chance

Encourage others to make the big trip 

Town earns special state designation

Payment model promotes accessibility to local camps 

See candidates on March 7 ballots

• New faces on Addison Central School District Board ...... Page 2A

• Look for a new Vergennes mayor and council member .... Page 2A

• Spots remain open on Mount Abe school board ................ Page 2A

• Middlebury will need to appoint a town clerk ................... Page 7A

• Ferrisburgh selectboard chair to step aside ........................ Page 7A

• Newcomer running for Brandon selectboard .................. Page 12A

Farming group eyes collaboration

(See Africa, Page 16A)

(See Bristol programs, Page 15A)

(See Farmers, Page 11A)

(See Career Center, Page 15A)

(See Housing, Page 10A)

(See Paid family leave, Page 13A)

By MARIN HOWELL 

LINCOLN — On a snowy, 

below-freezing evening in Lincoln 

last week, Dale and Lucinda 

Cockrell shared with listeners 

at the Lincoln Library stories of 

their recent adventures in a much 

warmer climate. 
The Lincoln residents last fall 

took a 34-day, self-guided 

safari trip through 

South Africa’s Kruger 

National Park. The pair 

took photos of the many 

plants and 
animals they 
encountered 
on their 
journey, which they 

shared at the Jan. 26 

event —along with 

tips for how other 

adventurers could plan a similar 

excursion. 
“Part of the agenda tonight is 

to convince all of you that this 

is a trip you must take, because 

it’s life-changing,” Dale told the 

crowd of around 30.

The Cockrells’ journey began 

in October, with a 15-hour flight 

to Johannesburg. Once in South 

Africa, the couple picked up their 

rental car and drove six hours 

north to Kruger National Park. 

One of Africa’s largest game 

reserves, the park covers 8,000 

square miles, similar in size to the 

state of Vermont. 
Dale and Lucinda began their 

safari at the northern section 

of the park, traversing more 

than 200 miles south to the 

opposite end of the park 

over the course of their 

month-long expedition. 
K r u g e r 
N a t i o n a l 
P a r k 

is home to 

hundreds of 

species of plants 

and animals, many of which the 

couple encountered throughout 

their trip. 
“You don’t go 10 or 15 minutes 

without seeing something, I mean 

EUROPEAN 
BEE-EATER

By MARIN HOWELL 

BRISTOL — In an effort to make youth 

programming more accessible to families in the 

5-town area, the Bristol Recreation Department will 

be implementing a new, “pay what you can” payment 

system for half of its youth camps this summer. The 

payment option will allow families to set the camp 

tuition rate for themselves based on what they’re able 

to afford. 
Taylor Welch, director of the Bristol Hub Teen 

Center, said the recreation department was inspired 

by other local organizations that have adopted a 

similar payment option, such as the Lake Champlain 

Maritime Museum in Ferrisburgh. The museum offers 

a pay what you can option for all of its youth camps 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MONTPELIER — It’s a new 

biennium, but a return to a familiar 

battle for Rep. Robin Scheu.

For six years, the Middlebury 

Democrat has championed 

Vermont’s adoption of a paid family 

leave program to assist people 

needing to take care an infant 

or sick family member, or those 

fleeing domestic violence.

While recent paid-leave 

initiatives have failed to cross the 

finish line, Scheu has high hopes for 

this year’s bill H.66, which would 

create a statewide Paid Family and 

Medical Leave Insurance (PFMLI) 

program.
If passed, the PFMLI program 

would guarantee 12 weeks of paid 

time off to all Vermont workers in 

the event of the birth or adoption of 

a child in their household, illness, 

and/or for those dealing with 

domestic violence or who have a 

family member in the military who’s 

been confirmed for active duty.

Self-employed Vermonters could 

opt-in to the program.

“We’re really trying to cover all 

workers and we’re also focused on 

adequate wage replacement,” Scheu 

said during a recent interview with 

the Independent.
The primary funding mechanism 

for the PFMLI program would be 

a payroll tax equivalent to 0.58% 

of each employee’s covered wages 

— an obligation split between 

the employee and employer. 

The average weekly wage for 

Vermonters during fiscal year 2022 

was $1,135, according to Scheu. 

So the 0.58% PFMLI payroll tax 

would come out to $6.58 per week 

— or $342.32 annually, split evenly 

between the worker and employer. 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — The 

Patricia Hannaford Career Center 

has hired a new superintendent: 

Nicole MacTavish, a longtime 

educator currently working in the 

Marshall Islands. School officials 

and MacTavish worked out final 

terms of a contract on Tuesday.

Assuming she passes muster 

with the Vermont Agency of 

Education, MacTavish will begin 

her new role this summer. She’ll 

succeed interim Superintendent 

Tim Williams, who was hired last 

August after a previous effort to 

replace former Superintendent 

Porter Medical Center needs 

volunteer doulas, who provide 

guidance and support to pregnant 

women during labor. If you have 

experience being a doula and are 

interested in volunteering in the 

Porter Birthing Center, please 

complete a volunteer application 

at portermedical.org or send 

an email to: PMC-Volunteers@

portermedical.org. Note: All 

doula volunteers will be required 

to complete a 24-hour training 

program that will begin in March.

If you’ve been to the Lincoln 

Library lately, you might have noticed 

that a skating rink has been built, 

lined, flooded and iced over (thanks 

to the Lincoln Fire Department and 

Lincoln Sports). Now it’s time to 

celebrate the community ice rink, 

so here’s an invite for local kids, 

adults and everyone in between: 

By MARIN HOWELL 

MIDDLEBURY — Faced 

with managing changes in best 

practices, business competition 

and climate change — not to 

mention the daily challenges 

of raising crops and animals 

— growers and ranchers who 

gathered at the Champlain Valley 

Farmers Coalition annual meeting 

in Middlebury on Tuesday stressed 

that they need to work together.

“I don’t believe you can solve big 

problems without collaboration,” 

said Vijay Nazareth, executive 

director of the coalition. “All of us 

are good at something, but if you 

want to bring about big change, 

you have to work together. So, 

By JOHN FLOWERS

M I D D L E B U R Y 

— Middlebury has 

earned a Neighborhood 

Development Area, or 

NDA, designation from 

the state for a large 

swath of property in its 

core village area. This 

should be a catalyst 

for construction of 

more local affordable 

housing, while giving the 

community priority consideration 

for state grants.
Confirmation of Middlebury’s 

NDA designation came late 

last week through the 

Vermont Department of 

Housing & Community 

Development, and it 

was enthusiastically 

greeted by town officials 

and representatives of 

Summit Properties, 

which is proposing a 

mixed housing project 

of more than 140 

units off Seymour 

Street Extension. Among other 

advantages, Middlebury’s new 

status as one of only 10 NDA-

approved communities in the 

“Without an 

NDA at all, 

affordable 
housing 
projects 
don’t have a 

chance.”
— Jennifer 

Murray

Waterlogged
VICTORIOUS MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE Log Rolling Club member Audrey Welsh keeps her balance on a colorful timber floating in the 

shallow end of the college Natatorium pool Sunday afternoon as a competitor from the University of Vermont gets dunked. See more 

photos from the event on Page 14A.

Independent photo/Steve James

DALE AND LUCINDA Cockrell used a very long camera lens to document this leopard pacing around 

South Africa’s Kruger National Park during their month-long visit last October. The Cockrells shared 

photos and stories from their adventure during a recent presentation at the Lincoln Library.
Photos by Dale Cockrell
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ADDISON — The Addison 
Town Historical Society will 
welcome Christopher Sabick, 
Archeological Director of the 
Lake Champlain Maritime 
Museum, to its next meeting on 
Sunday, Feb. 26, at 3 p.m. at the 
Addison Fire Station, 44 VT Rt 
17 West, Addison.

Sabick will speak about 
his newly published research 
and archeology on Benedict 
Arnold’s fleet at the battle of 
Valcour Island, and the action 

at Arnold’s Bay, Panton. After 
putting up a brave fight against 
significant odds, the fleet’s 
survivors passed through West 
Addison on their way to Crown 
Point and ultimately the safety of 
Fort Ticonderoga in October of 
1776. Many historians assert that 
Arnold’s efforts prevented the 
British from sweeping up Lake 
Champlain in 1776 and laid the 
groundwork for the American 
victory at Saratoga the following 
year. 

Benedict Arnold talk set Feb. 26

Imaginations run wild
FOR THE FIFTH year, Bixby Memorial Library is holding its annual Lego contest and 

exhibit. The event takes place at the Vergennes library on Saturday, Feb. 25, from 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. For details, see the calendar listing. 

Independent file photo/ Steve James

Virtual Archaeology Conference. 
Thursday, Feb. 16, 1-4 p.m., Zoom. 

Lake Champlain Maritime Museum 
hosts this free conference in which the museum’s 
archaeology team and research partners share new 
developments and latest discoveries in their work in 
Lake Champlain. Four presentations with brief time 
for comments and questions followed by a live Q&A. 
Register in advance at lcmm.org. More info at info@
lcmm.org or by phone at 802-475-2022.

Sas Carey book launch in 
Middlebury. Friday, Feb. 17, 7 p.m., 

Champlain Valley Unitarian Universalist 
Society, 2 Duane Ct. Carey will launch her 

book “Marrying Mongolia: A Memoir.” Find out 
what led Carey to end up in Mongolia’s Taiga with 
Dukha reindeer herders. Signed and personalized 
copies of the book will be available.

1774 His Majesty’s Garrison 
of Ticonderoga reenactment in 

Ticonderoga, N.Y. Saturday, Feb. 
18, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Fort Ticonderoga. See 
Fort Ticonderoga on the eve of the American 
Revolution as British soldiers and their families 
live in this peacetime fort on the frontier. Get a 
hands-on perspective on what was it like to be 
a British soldier, soldier’s wife, or child here. 
Discover how soldiers and their families made a 
comfortable life here at this historic military post.

Intro to 3-D Printing in Orwell. Saturday, Feb. 18, 
10 a.m., Orwell Free Library, 473 Main St. With a 
3-D printer you can print gadgets, tools and useful 
objects. Come learn about 3-D printing history, 
where to find objects to print and how to use the 
3-D printer. This presentation is by local tech 
teacher and wizard Rod Batschelet. More info at 
orwellfreelibrary.org or 802-948-2041. 

Transitioning to the next phase presentation 
in Shoreham. Saturday, Feb. 18, 2-4 p.m., 
Fellowship Hall, Shoreham Congregational 
Church, School St. What comes to mind when 
you hear the words “death” and “dying?” Becki 
Lund of La Dimora, a certified end of life doula, 
grief facilitator and Reiki master teacher, will lead 
a discussion about what the term “a good death” 
looks like for us all. All are welcome. Free.

King Pede card party in Ferrisburgh. Saturday, 
Feb. 18, 6:30 p.m., Ferrisburgh Town Hall and 
Community Center, Route 7. A sandwich supper 
followed by an evening of fun and games. King 
Pede is an unusual game that involves “trick-
taking” techniques such as in Hearts and Spades 
or Pitch. This is a game of fun and skill so come 
prepared to use your strategic thinking.

All-you-can-eat pancake breakfast 
in Addison. Sunday, Feb. 19, 7-11 

a.m., Addison Fire Station, junction 
Routes 17 & 22A. Menu includes plain and 

blueberry pancakes, sausage, bacon, home 
fries, coffee, hot chocolate and orange juice. $10/
adults; $7/kids under 12. Funds will be used to 
purchase fire department equipment. More info at 
802-759-2237.

Spring story gathering in Ripton. Sunday, Feb. 
19, 3 p.m., Ripton Community Church, Route 
125. A get-together to break up those dreary grey 
clouds and sing the sunshine in. Come share 
stories and connect with the community. Home-
baked treats will be shared. Questions? Ideas? 
Cal 802-388-6017.

Mardi Gras pancake supper in New 
Haven. Tuesday, Feb. 21, 5:07 p.m., 

New Haven Congregational Church, 
Town Hill Rd. Free. More info: Carol at 802-

453-5059.
“Covering Local News in a Changing World” talk 

in Middlebury. Tuesday, Feb. 21, 7 p.m., Ilsley 
Public Library, 75 Main St. Addison Independent 
News Editor John McCright will speak about the 
changes he has seen during his three decades in 
journalism, and offer some information on how the 
Addison Independent will both adjust and grow in 
the future — even in this coming year. Free. Part 
of AAUW/Ilsley Library Speaker Series.

Great Decisions lecture: “Women, 
Life, Freedom: Political Closure and 

Social Turmoil in Iran” in Middlebury. 
Wednesday, Feb. 22, 2:30 p.m., Eastview 

at Middlebury or Zoom. Middlebury College 
Professor Ata Anzali will discuss current 
developments in Iran. The general public is 
invited to attend via Zoom only. In-person for 
EastView residents only. For more information or 
to obtain the Zoom link, please call the EastView 
Concierge at (802) 989-7500.

Vermont’s Pollinator-friendly Perennials virtual 
presentation. Wednesday, Feb. 22, 7 p.m., 
Zoom. In the first event of Pollinator Pathway 
of Addison County Spring Series Vermont 
Certified Horticulturalist Sarah Salatino, owner 
of Full Circle Gardens of Essex will give this talk. 
Registration available through Eventbrite. Limited 
to 100 participants. 

Med47 indoor yard sale in New 
Haven. Friday, Feb. 24, 3-7 p.m., 

New Haven Town Hall, 78 North St. 
The 6th Annual Indoor Yard Sale to benefit 

the Brendon P Cousino Med47 Foundation. All 
benefits go back into our community to provide 
scholarships for area tech students, funds for 
area First Responders, Have a heart food shelf, 
homelessness, heat programs, and families with 
medical needs. Come out for a treasure hunt and 
support your community.

Take-out fish dinner in Vergennes. Friday, Feb. 24, 
5-6:30 p.m., St. Peter’s Parish Hall, 85 S. Maple 
St. Menu: beer battered haddock, zesty wedges, 
coleslaw, mixed vegetables, roll with butter and 
chocolate chip brownie. $13 adult/$7children 
6-12. Reservations required. Call 802-877-2367.
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FRIDAYfeb
24

Green Mountain Club snowshoe to 
explore in Brandon. Saturday, Feb. 25, 

Brandon Gap. Explore the Brandon back 
country area, climb Sunrise Bowl and Goshen 
Mountain. Wander through the open woods off the 
Long Trail and be inspired by the snow. Snowshoes 
required, poles suggested. Contact Ellen Cronan 
for details and to register, ecronana@yahoo.com. 
More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

Med47 indoor yard sale in New Haven. Saturday, 
Feb. 25, 8 a.m.-3 p.m., New Haven Town Hall, 
78 North St. See Feb. 24 listing.

Lego contest and exhibit in Vergennes. 
Saturday, Feb. 25, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Bixby 
Memorial Library, 258 Main St. Hosted by Bixby 
Library and the Boys & Girls Club of Greater 
Vergennes. Entries must consist primarily of 
LEGO, Duplo, Megablocks, or other LEGO-
compatible plastic bricks and related pieces. 
They must be original creations, not based on 
LEGO-designed kits or instructions found online 
in a magazine, etc. A short and clear narrative 
describing the project’s theme must be included 
with each entry. Registration at tinyurl.com/
bixby-lego-2023.

Clothing Repair Fair and Swap Shop in 
Vergennes. Saturday, Feb. 25, 11 a.m.-2 p.m., 
Bixby Memorial Free Library, 258 Main St. The 
Addison County Solid Waste Management 
District will host this FREE event, where residents 
can learn basic mending, have small repairs 
made on their clothing, shoes, accessories, or 
jewelry, and build a culture of repair in Addison 
County. Register to have your clothing/jewelry 
fixed at addisoncountyrecycles.org/repair-fair. All 
are welcome. More information at 802-388-2333.

Pancake breakfast in Goshen. 
Sunday, Feb. 26, 9 a.m., Blueberry 

Hill Outdoor Center, Goshen Rd. Fuel 
up to play outdoors. Your donation for 

yummy pancakes, Vermont sausage, Vermont 
apples, and of course Goshen Vermont maple 
syrup, coffee/tea will support the work at the 
BHOC. Suggested donation, $15-$20, more 
or less depending on how much you eat and 
how much you can offer. Enjoy the day skiing 
or snowshoeing. Anything helps. All proceeds 
go to keeping the space warm, the trails and 
parking clear, the maps updated, and the soup 
hot. No reservations are required. More info on 
facebook at fb.me/e/5FERDE7Cy.

Benedict Arnold’s fleet at the battle of Valcour 
Island, and the action at Arnold’s Bay 
lecture in Addison. Sunday, Feb. 26, 3 p.m., 
Addison Fire Station, 44 VT Rt 17 West. The 
Addison Town Historical Society welcomes 
Christopher Sabick, archeological director of 
the Lake Champlain Maritime Museum. Sabick 
will speak about his newly published research 
and archeology on Benedict Arnold’s fleet at 
the battle of Valcour Island, and the action at 
Arnold’s Bay, Panton.

Legislative breakfast in Bristol. 
Monday, Feb. 27, 7-8:45 a.m., 

American Legion, Airport Drive. Begin 
your week with a meal and a chat with local 

legislators. All are welcome. Come and ask a 
question about legislation. Breakfast starts a 
7 a.m. and program at 7:30 a.m. Purchase of 
breakfast not required to attend but helps the 
host. Sponsored by Bridport Grange, and four 
Addison County organizations: Farm Bureau, 
Economic Development Corp., Regional Planning 
Commission and Chamber of Commerce.

Great Decisions lecture: “Climate 
Migration” in Middlebury. 

Wednesday, March 1, 2:30 p.m., 
Eastview at Middlebury and Zoom.  

Middlebury College Professor Sarah Stroup 
will give this presentation. Zoom only for 
general public .The lecture will be presented 
in-person for EastView residents only. For more 
information or to obtain the Zoom link, please 
call the EastView Concierge at (802) 989-7500.

“The Bridge to 1777” living history 
event in Ticonderoga, N.Y. Saturday, 

SATURDAYfeb
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SUNDAYfeb
26

MONDAYfeb
27
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1

SATURDAYmar
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March 4, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Fort Ticonderoga. In 
March 1777 American soldiers at Ticonderoga 
raced against time to prepare for the next British 
attack up Lake Champlain. On land and on ice 
soldiers labored to build a strong bridge across 
Lake Champlain, connecting both halves of the 
camp and blocking the big boats of the Royal 
Navy. Discover this difficult and dangerous work, 
and explore the myriad of military preparations 
afoot in March 1777.

Bingo in Vergennes. Saturday, March 4, 5 p.m., 
St. Peter’s Parish Hall, 85 S. Maple St. Doors 
open at 5 p.m., Bingo starts at 6 p.m. A family 
friendly event. All cash prizes, 50/50 raffle. 
Refreshments sold. Sponsored by St. Peter’s 
Cemetery Committee to benefit the on-going 
efforts for cemetery improvements.

Pancake breakfast in Goshen. 
Sunday, March 5, 9 a.m., Blueberry 

Hill Outdoor Center, Goshen Rd. Fuel 
up to play outdoors. Your donation for yummy 
pancakes, Vermont sausage, Vermont apples, 
and of course Goshen Vermont maple syrup, 
coffee/tea will support the work at the BHOC. 
Suggested donation, $15-$20, more or less 
depending on how much you eat and how 
much you can offer. Enjoy the day skiing or 
snowshoeing. Anything helps. All proceeds go to 
keeping the space warm, the trails and parking 
clear, the maps updated, and the soup hot. No 
reservations are required. More info on facebook 
at fb.me/e/5FERDE7Cy.

Town Meeting Day. Tuesday, March 
7. Local polls open until 7 p.m. Vote!

SUNDAYmar
5

TUESDAYmar
7

Uncle Joe in Cornwall. Thursday, Feb. 
16, 7 p.m., Cornwall Congregational 

Church.
Satta Sound and Carlton Livingston in 

Middlebury. Saturday, Feb. 25, 7 p.m., Town 
Hall Theater.

Choral Chameleon in Middlebury. Friday, March 
3, 7:30 p.m., Mahaney Arts Center.

Mark Erelli in Lincoln. Saturday, March 4, 7:30 
p.m., Burnham Hall. 

Dover String Quartet with Haochen Zhang, 
piano in Middlebury. Friday, March 10, 7:30 
p.m., Mahaney Arts Center.

Elton John & Queen with Clint Bierman and 
Josh Panda in Middlebury. Friday, March 10, 7 
p.m., Town Hall Theater. 

The Doughboys in Middlebury. Friday, March 17, 
7:30 p.m., Town Hall Theater

Champlain Philharmonic Orchestra in 
Middlebury. Saturday, March 25, 7:30 p.m., 
Town Hall Theater.

Songs We Love in Middlebury. Thursday, March 
30, 7 p.m., Town Hall Theater.

The Westerlies and Theo Bleckmann in 
Middlebury. Friday, April 7, 7:30 p.m., Mahaney 
Arts Center.

The Choir of Clare College in Middlebury. Friday, 
April 14, 7:30 p.m., St. Stephen’s Episcopal 
Church.

The Stragglers in Vergennes. Saturday, April 15, 
7:30 p.m., Vergennes Opera House.

Sophie Shao and friends in Middlebury. Friday, 
April 21, 7:30 p.m., Mahaney Arts Center.

Abdullah Ibrahim and Ekaya in Middlebury. 
Saturday, April 29, 7:30 p.m., Mahaney Ats 
Center.

Patti Casey with Colin McCaffrey in Vergennes. 
Saturday, May 20, 7:30 p.m., Vergennes Opera 
House.

WEEKLY
Davye Huckett in East Middlebury. Thursdays, 

6-8 p.m., Waybury Inn 
Rick Hawley in East Middlebury. Fridays, 6-8 

p.m. Waybury Inn.

LIVEMUSIC

CALENDARONLINE

BE SURE TO CHECK OUT OUR

addisonindependent.com
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LINCOLN — A big thank you 
to Lincoln Sports and all those 
who made Hill Country Holiday 
weekend a success. Despite 
the extreme cold temperatures, 
the community showed up 
to participate and enjoy the 
festivities. This year’s theme 
was Forest Magic and it was in 
full force at the parade as the 
preschoolers showed off their 
costumes. Todd and Charlie 
were back to host the always 
popular variety show and that 
didn’t disappoint. There was 
signing, dancing, skits, poem 
reading, magic, playing musical 
instruments and a lesson in fire 
safety. There are so many talented 
people in our community. Thanks 
again for a wonderful weekend!

A community potluck will be 

held on Wednesday, Feb 22, at 
6 p.m., at Burnham Hall. Bring 
something to share but it’s not 
required. This is a great time to sit, 
eat, and meet your neighbors.

Registration is now open! Lincoln 
Sports Camp offers all children 
ages 4-12 a local opportunity to 
explore woods and meadows, play 
group games, engage in arts and 
crafts, and splash in the river. It’s 
a relaxed summer camp that goes 
back to the basics of kids enjoying 
the outdoors. Check out their new 
website at www.lincolnsports.org 
to learn more about what camp 
offers and to register.
FROM THE TOWN

This is a friendly reminder 
that now is the time to register 
or renew your dog registrations. 
State law requires this to be done 

each year by April 1. The cost to 
register your dog with the town is 
$15 for a neutered animal and $19 
if it is intact. Payment by cash or 
check only. These fees increase 
after April 1. We will need a 
copy of your dog’s current rabies 
certificate in order to complete the 
registration. If we already have 
this on file, you can submit your 
payment to us through the mail or 
drop box and we will mail your 
tags to you.

Please take a moment to check 
on the status of your dog’s rabies 
vaccination. If a booster is needed, 
make an appointment with your 
veterinarian. 

Bristol Animal Hospital will 
offer a rabies clinic at the Lincoln 
Town Office on Saturday, Mar. 
11 from 10-11a.m. The cost will 

be $20 each for either a dog or a 
cat. Be sure to bring proof of any 
prior rabies vaccination your pet 
has received, so the veterinarians 
can determine the date for your 
pet to receive their next required 
booster. Please leave your pet in 
your vehicle when you go into 
the town office to complete the 
required paperwork and payment. 
The veterinarians will administer 
a vaccine to your pet when it is 
your turn.
REMINDER

The Lincoln Library will host 
a “Meet the Candidates” event on 
Thursday, Feb. 23 at 7 p.m.

Until next time … Positivity 
Always Wins. Expect Nothing And 
Appreciate Everything. Nothing 
Ever Goes Away Until It Teaches 
Us What We Need To Learn.

NEWS

Lincoln Have a news tip?
Call Dawn Mikkelsen at 453-7029

MONTPELIER — The Vermont 
Fish and Wildlife Department is 
advising the public to stay off the ice 
on Lake Champlain due to unsafe 
conditions, and to exercise caution 
on other bodies of water.

This advisory follows the death of 
an angler who fell through the ice in 
Grand Isle on Thursday, Feb. 9, and 
two more anglers who fell through 

the ice on Saturday morning, Feb. 
11, in South Hero.

“Ice conditions on Lake Champlain 
are not currently safe for recreation 
due to the past week’s warm 
weather,” said Christopher Herrick, 
Commissioner of the Vermont Fish 
and Wildlife Department. “Do 
not venture onto the ice on Lake 
Champlain. On inland waterbodies, 

exercise caution: check the ice as 
you go, and leave vehicles on shore.”

Multiple emergency response 
agencies were on the scene in South 
Hero on Saturday morning, where 
the Annual Islands Ice Fishing Derby 
had just been canceled.

Responding agencies included the 
Vermont Warden Service, Vermont 
State Police, Grand Isle County 

Sheriff’s Department, Alburgh Fire 
Department, Isle La Motte Volunteer 
Fire Company, North Hero Fire 
Department, South Hero Volunteer 
Fire Department, Colchester 
Technical Rescue, Milton Rescue, 
and South Hero Rescue.

The Vermont State Police is 
handling the investigation into this 
incident.

Vt. Fish and Wildife urges people to stay off the ice

MIDDLEBURY — 
Homeward Bound, Addison 
County’s Humane Society, is 
expanding PetFIX, the shelter’s 
affordable spay/neuter program. 
When launched in September 
2022, the program was limited to 
residents of Addison County and 
the town of Brandon. Starting 
immediately, the shelter is 
working with anyone 

The PetFIX program is 
operated by shelter Veterinarian 
Al Clarisse, Surgical Technician 
Chelsey Berlic, and Surgical 
Assistant Cassidy Bishop. 

Services like PetFIX are enabled 
by the surgery suite the shelter 
built in 2021.

Dr. Clarisse and his team 
are excited to expand the 
availability of affordable spay/
neuter beyond Addison County. 

“We feel it is an important 
service to help control pet 
overpopulation,” he said.

PetFIX is specifically for 
dogs and cats and operates by 
appointment. For pricing and 
program details, visit www.
homewardboundanimals.org/
programs-services/petfix.

HOMEWARD BOUND’S SURGICAL team, Cassidy Bishop, left, 
Dr. Al Clarisse and Chelsey Berlic are now providing affordable 
spay and neuter services to anyone who has a dog or cat that 
has not yet been spayed or neutered.

Photo courtesy of Homeward Bound

Affordable spay and neuter 
services available in Middlebury

Vergennes Union High School

Middlebury 
Union High School

Eli Brace has been selected as Vergennes Union High School’s Student of the Week. Eli is the son of Scott and Lisa 
Brace of Ferrisburgh. He has two older sisters, Lexi and Kaitlyn. The family also has two cats and two dogs.

Eli is an accomplished student at VUHS. He was inducted into the National Honor Society earlier this year. He says 
his favorite class is German. He finished German 4 last year and his German teacher, Frau Kepes, is his favorite 
teacher. Frau Kepes has commented that Eli is an active participant in class and focused on what he needs to do. She 
also noted that Eli is very kind. 

Eli is a very active Commodore. He was captain of Vergennes’ excellent boys’ soccer squad this past fall. He is now 
one of VUHS’s star wrestlers as well as captain of that team. Wrestling Coach Eugene Stearns, who has been working 
with Eli since 2nd grade, says, “Early on in his wrestling career he fought physical as he wasn’t the biggest. However, 
Eli never backed down, he was determined from day one. He has attended many wrestling camps including traveling 
to Penn State University. Through his determination and hard work he has proven himself a top contender in 2023. 
Currently, Eli is the No. 1 seed in his weight class and on track to secure 100 victories in his high school career. This is 
huge, as many wrestlers take four years to accomplish this feat and Eli is doing it in three, as COVID cut a year out. It 
has been quite the journey to say the least — one I feel blessed to be a part of.”

In his spare time Eli likes to hang out with his friends and family. He also likes playing sports. Still processing his four 
years at VUHS, Eli is reluctant to pinpoint a specific lesson he has learned while there, and his post-high school plans 
are yet to solidify. He is considering working as a lineman for Green Mountain Power. We’re sure that if he puts as much 
energy into whatever he chooses as he has done in his studies and wrestling, he will do very well. All of us at VUHS wish Eli good luck.

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK FROM AREA HIGH SCHOOLSSTUDENTS OF THE WEEK FROM AREA HIGH SCHOOLS

Declan Anderson

Eli Brace

64 Jackman Drive  •  Bristol 
802.453.2381  •  JackmansInc.com

Way to go, 

Telecommunications Sales and Service
Data Cabling & Fiber Optic Solutions

802-388-8999
Middlebury

CONGRATULATIONS
STUDENTS!

27 Main Street, Vergennes

Keep your Eye
on your

future goals!
Mon 8-4 • Tues–Fri 8-5• Business Law  •  Wills, Trusts and Estates

• Government Contracting  •  Elder Law
• Property and Tenancy Issues

Congratulations
Students!

A� ordable & client-focused legal services

802-489-5099 or law@jlgi.com 
28 North Street - Bristol Village

 JOHNSON LAW GROUP JOHNSON LAW GROUP Congratulations

802-388-1338
99 Court St., Middlebury, VT14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDD., VT

802-388-3371

Stop by to 
grab your 
free gift!

Congratulations!
Keep up the great work,

877-3118
Vergennes, VT

Jackman Fuels, Inc.
Serving the Champlain

Valley since 1945

205 Main Street, Vergennes
877-2661 • jackmanfuels.com

Congratulations!!

Students of the Week from all area high schools will receive a 
gift from Otter Creek Bakery. 

Students of the Week are chosen by school 
teachers and administration.

Best of Luck to All Addison County Students!

If you are interested in advertising in Student of the Week contact advertising@addisonindependent.com

Middlebury Union High School 
introduces Declan Anderson, the 
son of Paley Anderson of Orwell 
and Dave Anderson of Shoreham, 
as its Student of the Week. Declan 
loves school and has enjoyed 
dividing his time between the 
Hannaford Career Center and 
MUHS. He says his teachers have 
been motivating and he has a good 
group of friends. He likes serving 
as a Teacher’s Aide this year to 
Ms. Stannard. He is a hardworking 
student and his dedication to his 
studies has been rewarded; he 
is a member of both the National 
Honor Society at MUHS as well as 
the Technical Honor Society at the 
Career Center.

Declan was recently honored 
in Montpelier by the Vermont 
Agency of Education’s Presidential 
Scholars Program receiving 
Honorable Mention in the career technical education division for his involvement 
as a student in the Construction Technology class at the Hannaford Career 
Center.

Declan says a class he took last year, Current Topics, was a favorite because 
the “discussions were ever-changing and always evolving and interesting!” 
He’s currently enjoying his Theory of Knowledge class. His passion, though, 
has been found in his two years in the Construction Technology program and 
he is especially proud of the tiny house he and his classmates are building. 
The tiny house is being constructed for Homes First Vermont. He’s serving 
as the project manager and says he’s had exposure to “everything,” which 
has given him great insights into framing, sealing, plumbing and more. He 
credits the program for solidifying his desire to pursue a career in Construction 
Management.

Declan has applied to six colleges and has been admitted to each one 
and is now narrowing down his choices. In addition to his coursework, his 
summer employment at Silver Maple Construction doing renovation and detail 
work, along with construction of new homes, has further confirmed his desire 
to pursue this area. His parents, both of whom work in the field, have also 
encouraged Declan. He feels ready and prepared for the next step and is 
excited to gain additional hands-on experience while in college so he can one 
day work in construction management. The work on the tiny house project has, 
he says, given him great insight to the need for affordable housing and he is 
interested in that area of construction, too. 

All of us at MUHS wish Declan well as he continues to build his bright future!

Eli Brace
VUHS

Briggette, Declan 
and Eli

Briggette, Declan and Eli

Briggette, Declan and Eli

Mount Abraham Union High School

Briggette Morales Giron, Mount Abraham Union High Schools Student of the Week, is an inspiration to us all. She has 
a warm, compassionate, kind heart. Not only is she willing to challenge herself, but she is also an advocate for others 
by participating in leadership opportunities. Starting out in her beloved country of Guatemala, Briggette moved to Bristol 
about four years ago with her sister and her mom. 

Briggette speaks four languages: Spanish, French, English and is currently learning Portuguese. “Briggette has 
demonstrated exceptional engagement, charisma and tenacity in her years at Mt. Abe. Her generosity in sharing her 
passion for world languages and cultures has had a profound impact on our school community,” says teacher Jori 
Jacobeit. She is an amazing scholar taking several AP courses and participates in many extracurricular activities 
including Varsity Cheerleading, Rowing Club, Jazz Band/Concert Band as a trumpet player and is part of Mt. Abe’s 
Eagle Leadership Society.

Briggette does not stop there. Outside of school she teaches Spanish, is an interpreter for others and when requested 
gives speeches at schools about her personal experience in migrating to Vermont. She is also a businesswoman by 
helping her mom to expand “La Chapina,” a cuisine business. In her free time, Briggette enjoys painting, practicing ballet 
and hanging out with her family. She has a passion for dancing, “I’m Latina/Hispanic and we have a lot of dances and 
amazing music that I love to dance to and my little sister is the best dance partner ever.”

She is exceptionally appreciative of her teachers, “Madame Jori Jacobeit always encourages us to speak in French 
in the classroom and extend our knowledge as much as we can. She always listens to me with a smile, supports my 
progress, creates a healthy and comfortable learning environment, and her way of teaching is very clear and simple to 
understand. Señor Shepard is my advisor and my mentor for my third DUO class as a Spanish teacher assistant. I have 
gained public speaking, ways to teach/explain to others, I have learned to put myself in the position of my teacher and 
have a small idea of the huge amount of effort and heart they put into their classes. I am really thankful for the amazing 
experience of high school they have given me.” 

Briggette reminds us: The more effort we put into something the more we will get out of it; take advantage of every opportunity with an open mindset. Mt. Abe is 
so proud of this remarkable young lady and wishes her all the best at Middlebury College next year!

Briggette Morales Giron

Briggette Morales Giron
MAUHS

Declan Anderson
MUHS

Our apologies to Briggette Morales Giron and her mother for publishing the incorrect write-up to go with her Student of the Week photo. 
We’ve included the correct information this week and congratulate Briggette on all of her accomplishments.
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&&service& DIRECTORY

auto body restoration
auto repair 
carpentry/contractors
cleaning services

computers
construction
duct cleaning
firewood

flooring
heating &
    air conditioning
masonryBusiness

Thursday

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

COMPUTERS

CONSTRUCTION

CLEANING SERVICES

AUTO BODY RESTORATION

CHECK US OUT
ONLINE AT

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

AUTO REPAIR

LOCAL CONTRACTOR
GENERAL CARPENTRY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Remodeling • Additions

Painting • Roofing
WINNER of “Best Local Contractor” 

FOUR CONSECUTIVE YEARS by 
READERS CHOICE AWARDS!

MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT

MARK TRUDEAUMARK TRUDEAU

802.388.0860802.388.0860

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

802-453-7345  |  138 Hunt Road, New Haven, VT

Metal Fabrication
Agricultural Repair
Commercial Repair

Auto Body Repair
Rust Repair
Collison Repair

Full/Custom
    restoration

We accept all major credit cards  |  We accept Insurance claims
Follow our projects on Facebook

Family owned & operated

Over two decades experience!

MASONRY
Fine Dry Stone Masonry

Jamie Masefield
Certified by the Dry Stone Wallers
Association of Great Britain

802-233-4670
jmasefield@gmavt.net

REACH THE COUNTY  
ADVERTISE  HERE

ADDY INDY - 388-4944

Gevry Firewood LLC
gevryfirewoodvt@gmail.com

or 802-349-0699

Are you looking for green or 
seasoned firewood?

Well we’ve got it all right here in Addison, VT!

We cut, split, and deliver hardwood 
firewood in 12-24 inch lengths.

And we now offer kiln dried firewood!
Contact us today for a quote!

FIREWOOD

Quaker Village
Carpentry

Siding, Windows, Garages, Decks & Porches
New Construction, Renovations and Repairs

Maurice plouffe
802-545-2251
1736 Quaker Village Road

Weybridge, VT 05753

DO YOU REPAIR OR CLEAN 
FURNACES? 

 YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

FLOORING

And Duct Work 
for Heating, Ventilation 
and Air Conditioning
We use 5,000+ cfm HEPA
Vacuum Cleaning Systems 

Commercial/Residential • Owner Operated • Fully Insured • Neat & Clean

Buy Local! 802.989.0396

Specializing inSpecializing in
Duct CleaningDuct Cleaning

We can design, fabricate, seal, insulate, clean,
anything to do with your ducted systems.

Certified
Collision Experts

All Makes and Models
Working with all

Insurance companies

(802) 388-9961
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

2196 Rt 7 South,  Middlebury
stonecdjr.com

Hometown Service from 
Your Hometown Dealers!

Factory-Trained Technicians
Servicing all makes

and models

G Stone Motors   
36 Boardman St., 

Middlebury
(802) 388-6718

gstonemotors.com 

Stone
Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
2149 Rt 7 So., Middlebury

(802) 388-9961
stonecdjr.com

F    J    C
802.310.1986

• Full service general 
contractor

• Turn key construction
• Kind knowledgeable staff

fjcbuilders.com

One cal l  does i t  a l l
Christopher Netelkos

cnetelkos@fjcbuilders.com   •   Sudbury, Vt.

For an appointment , call The PC Medic of 
Vermont at 802-734-6815
www.pcmedicvt.com

The PC Medic of 
Vermont now offers 

both on-site and remote 
computer services for 

your PC.

Call today to see which 
type of appointment 

you need, and get your 
PC running correctly 

again!
DO YOU WINTERIZE HOUSES? 

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!
CALL 802-388-4944

DUCT CLEANING

Melissa’s Quality
Cleaning Services
Residential & Commercial

GREAT RATES • FULLY INSURED
Reliable & Thorough 

802 345-6257

David Walker ConstructionDavid Walker Construction
298 Biddle Road
Lincoln, Vermont

05443

Semi-Retired
Small Jobs Only

cell: 802-989-0320

email:
dwconstruction@gmavt.net

THETHE
SNOWFLAKESSNOWFLAKES
ARE FALLINGARE FALLING

ADVERTISE ADVERTISE 
YOUR SNOW YOUR SNOW 

REMOVAL REMOVAL 
BUSINESS IN BUSINESS IN 

THE ADDY INDY.THE ADDY INDY.

CALLCALL
802-388-4944802-388-4944
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Soak Up The Sun!
Don’t spend your hard-earned money 
making the hot water or electricity that 
you use today–

SOLAR IS MORE AFFORDABLE THAN EVER!

Go Green with us –

We’ve been here for you for 43 years – 
Let us help you with your solar projects today. 

Call for a FREE on-site evaluation

SIDING

LAROSE SURVEYS, P.C.
Ronald L. LaRose, L.S. • Kevin R. LaRose, L.S.

Land Surveying/Septic Design
“We will take you through the

permitting process!”

25 West St. • PO Box 388
Bristol, VT 05443

Telephone: 802-453-3818
Fax: 802- 329-2138

larosesurveys@gmail.com

TAXES

&&service& DIRECTORYBusiness
Thursday painting 

plumbing
renewable energy
roofing

rubbish & recycling
septic & water
siding

storage
surveying
tree service

Reach
more 
potential
customers!

Place your ad in
the Addy Indy!

Marcel Brunet & Sons, Inc.
Windows & Siding

Vergennes, VT

802-316-6060 • rbrunet1@myfairpoint.net • 802-877-2640

Siding • Windows
Additions • Garages • Decks

WE HAVE THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT 
FOR THE RIGHT JOB – TO GIVE YOU

 REASONABLE RATES

Reasonable Rates • Year-round Service • Fully Insured
(802) 453-3351 • Cell (802) 363-5619

24 Hour Emergency Service 453-7014
 Brownswelding.com

Serving Vermont for over 42 years!

BROWN’S TREE & 
CRANE SERVICE

Dangerous Trees Cut & Removed
Stumps Removed  
Trusses Set
Trees Trimmed 
Land Clearing

FREE ESTIMATES FOR TREE SERVICES

TREE SERVICE

Celebrating 36 Years
Environmental Consultants – Licensed Designers

Steve Revell CPG, LD#178 BW

• Water Supply - Location, Development and Permitting
• On-Site Wastewater Design • Single & Multiple Lot Subdivision
• Property Development & Permitting
• State and Local Permitting
• Underground Storage Tank Removal & Assessment

Fax 802-453-5399 • Email: jrevell@lagvt.com
163 Revell Drive • Lincoln, VT 05443

Toll-Free: 800-477-4384
802-453-4384

www.lagvt.com

Jeremy Revell LD#611 BW • Tyler Maynard LD#597 B

PLUMBING

SEPTIC & WATER

Phone (802) 537-3555

roofingMichael Doran
• Standing seam

• Asphalt shingles 
• Slate

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

roofing

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

Phone (802) 537-3555

Michael Doran
as seen at Addison County Field Days!

• Standing seam
• Asphalt shingles 

• Slate

mpdoransr@gmail.com

Go Solar with
AllEarth Renewables
Customer-driven solutions 
designed, engineered and built 
in Vermont, with over 3,000 
installations in the state.

CALL 802.872.9600 x122
allearthrenewalables.com

RENEWABLE ENERGY

Short Surveying, inc.
Serving Addison County Since 1991

Timothy L. Short, L.S.
Property Line Surveys • Topographical Surveys

FEMA Elevation Certificates
135 S. Pleasant St., Middlebury, VT 

802-388-3511
ShortSurveyingVT@gmail.com

Are you a
tax preparer?
We’ll help you reach
 more clients this tax 

season.
Email advertising@

addisonindependent.com 
to get started.

A friendly, professional, 
and affordable family business.

Interior Painting

HESCOCK PAINTING

Kim or Jonathan Hescock
hescock@shoreham.net

462-3737 or 989-9107

Free Free 
Estimates Estimates 

References References 

Fully Fully 
InsuredInsured

PAINTING

We help your ideas grow from start to finish,
no project is too big. Give us a call and you will

see the potential in your morning to evening view.
Lawn care, snow plowing, excavation, tree removal, 

driveways, pressure washing, and more - all at
their best. We can build it up or take it down.
No idea is too big for us to maneuver around.

802-349-6163 
Winter, Spring, Summer and All your Fall needs

ROOFING

Advertise your business on these pages for under $10 per week.
Call 802-388-4944 or email advertising@addisonindependent.com for details.

Winter in Vermont
is snow joke. 

Does your business help keep 
the county warm?

Call 802-388-4944 or email
advertising@adDisonindependent.com 
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Public Meetings
AL-ANON OFFERS HELP 
and hope to anyone who 
has been affected by a loved 
one’s drinking. Middlebury 
hosts an online meeting 
Sunday night 7:15pm and 
a face to face one Wednes-
day at 1:30pm at CVUUS 
(2 Duane Court Middlebury 
near the high school) that 
you can also access by 
Zoom. Visit vermontalano-
nalateen.org for links and 
list of other meetings in the 
region. If you’d like to speak 
to an Al-Anon member, call 
our answering service (866-
972-5266) and an Al-Anon 
member will call you back.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS in person meetings 
are available. For a list of 
local virtual meetings visit 
http://bit.ly/district9aa.  For 
more information visit https://
aavt.org/ or call the 24 hour 
hotline at 802-388-9284.

V E R G E N N E S  F R E E 
THINKERS Founded in 
1935 on the principle of 
one alcoholic helping an-
other to achieve sobriety, 
A.A. is an effective and 
enduring program of re-
covery that has changed 
countless lives.  A.A. has 
always been committed to 
making its program of re-
covery available to anyone, 
anywhere, who reaches 
out for help with an alcohol 
problem.  The Vergennes 
Free Thinkers meeting was 
created in January of this 
year to maintain a tradition 
of free expression, conduct 
a meeting where alcoholics 
may feel free to express 
any beliefs, doubts or dis-
belief they may have, to 
share their own personal 
form of spiritual experience, 
their search for it, and/or 
their rejection of it, without 
having to accept anyone 
else’s beliefs or having to 
deny their own. Meetings 
are held with a high re-
gard for compassion and 
inclusion without judgment 
or exception.  If you think 

we can help, please join 
us on Thursdays at 6pm 
by contacting Vergennes-
freethinkers@gmail.com 
for Zoom and in-person 
meeting information.

VERMONT SUPPORT 
LINE Are you struggling 
with a challenging situa-
tion? Do you have feel-
ings of sadness, loneliness, 
isolation, anger, or depres-
sion? You don’t have to 
face it alone. Talk with a 
caring person who under-
stands what you’re going 
through today by calling or 
texting the free and confi-
dential Pathways Vermont 
Support Line available 24/7 
at (833) VT - TALKS.

Services
C+I DRYWALL and plaster-
ing. Call Joe 802-234-5545.

CONSTRUCTION: ADDI-
TIONS, RENOVATIONS 
new construction, drywall, 
carpentry, painting, flooring, 
roofing, pressure washing, 
driveway sealing. All as-
pects of construction, also 
property maintenance. Ste-
ven Fifield 802-989-0009.

MELISSA’S QUALITY 
CLEANING Services. Resi-
dential and commercial. 
Fully insured. Great rates. 
Reliable and thorough 
cleaning. 802-345-6257.

ODD JOBS lawn work, 
cut brush, some tree work. 
Snow removal services for 
your roof. Call us we do 
other jobs too! 802-999-
2194 John.

3
WE BUY OLD STUFF Es-
tates, collections, antiques 
etc. Also hunting and fish-
ing items. Call Erik 802-
345-0653.

Free
DIGITAL ACCESS View 
obituaries, calendar listings 
and classifieds online at 
addisonindependent.com.  
Don’t miss out on events, 
garage sales, or opportu-
nities- check out our free 
digital listings.  Looking 
to read more? Become a 
subscriber!

TWIN SIZE HOSPITAL 
BED w/mattress. In good 
working order. 802-349-
8993.

DEADLINE: Monday at 5 p.m. 

CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM
Addison Independent

Cash in on our 4-for-3 rates! Pay for 3 issues, get 4th issue free! An ad placed for consective issues runs the 4th time for free! PLEASE PRINT YOUR AD...

The Independent assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in ads, but will 
rerun classified ad in which the error oc-
curred. No refunds will be possible. Ad-
vertiser will please notify us of any errors 
which may occur after first publication.

Number of words:
Cost:
# of runs:
Spotlight Charge:
Internet Listing: $2.00
TOTAL:

ADDISON INDEPENDENT
58 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-4944
addisonindependent.com •  email: classifieds@addisonindependent.com

RA
TE

S

• 25¢ per word • minimum $2.50 per ad 

• $2 internet listing for up to 4 issues • minimum 2 insertions

• Special 4 for 3 rates not valid for the following categories: Services,
Opportunities, Real Estate, Wood heat, Attn. Farmers, For Rent & Help Wanted

Notices

Card of Thanks

Personals

Services

Free**

Lost ’N Found**

Garage Sales 

Lawn & Garden

Opportunities

Adoption

Work Wanted

Help Wanted

For Sale

Public Meetings**

For Rent

Want to Rent

Wood Heat

Real Estate

Animals

Att. Farmers

Motorcycles

Cars

Trucks

SUVs

Snowmobiles

Boats

Wanted

Real Estate Wanted

Vacation Rentals

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Spotlight with large 3$2** no charge for these ads

Or, submit your classified ad on our website: addisonindependent.com

Volunteer ad

3x3 or a 6x3 

Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities

We are currently looking to fill:

Auto Technician
County Tire Center, Inc. is a busy 10-bay shop. We offer competitive 
wages including health insurance, vacation/sick time, 401K, uniforms 
and boot allowance. 40 hours a week Monday-Friday, with overtime 

available during the months of fall and spring tire changes.

Email cover letter, resume
and three references to

lisa@countytirecenter.com
Stop by 33 Seymour St.

Middlebury, VT 
Or call 802-388-7620

•  Motivated full-time Automotive Technician with 
knowledge in brakes, exhaust, oil changes, tires, VT 
state inspection license as well as all other related 
mechanical job duties. Your own tools are required.

$1,500-$3,000 sign on bonus
based on experience/knowledge.

SUMMER CAMP NURSE POSITION
 Interested in working at a beautiful summer camp on Lake 

Dunmore in the Green Mountains of Vermont? 

Do you enjoy working with kids in a vibrant and warm 
summer camp community? 

Consider working as a nurse at Keewaydin Dunmore for 
Boys or Songadeewin of Keewaydin for Girls! 

Our summer season runs from June 17-August 20.  This is a great 
opportunity for experienced nurses or for those just starting a 

nursing career — especially for those considering a career in pediatric 
nursing!  Two nurses run each Health Center and work with a 

consulting physician at a local medical practice.

 Salary for RN is $11,750 (tuition free for first child, 75% discount 
for second child).  Room and board is included. 

 For more information, please contact
Daria Carden at daria@keewaydin.org.

Visit our website at www.keewaydin.org.

RSVP Volunteer SPOTLIGHT

RSVP of Addison County | 79 Court Street, 
Suite 7  | Middlebury, VT 05753

Connie Kenna has been an integral part of providing homesharing services 
for the past 17 years! Connie interviews seniors and others who want to share 

their homes, as well as candidates who might provide household help or rent in 
exchange for affordable housing.

Connie has mastered the art of “making a match,” HomeShare Vermont’s goal 
of bringing together people who are very compatible. Connie’s skills and input 
are priceless at HomeShare Vermont and her volunteerism makes it possible for 

HomeShare Vermont to provide its services.
If you are interested in learning more about volunteering with 

HomeShare Vermont, please contact Amy Jelen at 802-863-0274.

Sign-on Bonus, Travel Allowance, Free Meal,
New Wage Bands and Shift Differentials

The Residence at Otter Creek, a premiere senior living com-
munity in Middlebury, VT is accepting applications for:

Full/Part-Time Med Techs/LPN ($3,000 sign-on bonus)

Full/Part-Time Caregiver ($3,000 sign-on bonus)

Full/Part Time Servers ($500 sign-on bonus)

Van Driver Per Diem

Resident Engagement Memory Care Per Diem 

Maintenance Director

Applicants must be able to work weekends.
Background checks required. 

Now offering Now offering 
Open Breakfast and Open Breakfast and 

Open Dinner Interviews!Open Dinner Interviews!

Please join us on Tuesdays for Open Interviews 
and a bite to eat! We would love to meet with 

you and tell you about the wonderful positions 
we have available! Let us show you around and 
experience our exciting community. Breakfast 

Interviews Tuesdays from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m., and 
Dinner Interviews Tuesdays from 4 to 5:30 p.m.

Please email your resume to
Kristen LaFlam at 
klaflam@residenceottercreek.com. 
or use our new QR Code.

The Residence at Otter Creek
350 Lodge Road, Middlebury, VT 05753 
www.residenceottercreek.com

Supervised Visitation
Program Monitor 

Up to 5 hours a week on a per diem basis 
providing direct supervision and support of 

visits and exchanges between referred parents 
and their children. Strong organizational and 

communication skills required. Knowledge of child 
development and de-escalation skills preferred. 

Must be available on weekends.
For more information and how to apply, head to 

www.womensafe.net/jobopportunities.

THE TURNING POINT 
CENTER of Addison Coun-
ty is open for in-person 
services, Monday through 
Friday, 10am-4pm, 54A 
Creek Road, Middlebury. 
We are available by phone 
24/7 at 802-388-4249.

Addison Independent

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Public Meetings Public Meetings Services

Help Wanted

Free Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted
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Help Wanted
AMERICAN FLATBREAD 
MIDDLEBURY Hearth 
is hiring!  Offering good 
compensation, respect-
ful co-workers, and great 
food.  We are hiring for 
multiple full time and part 
time positions including bar 

leadership, daytime prep 
and evening shifts.  Ample 
opportunities for growth in 
a positive work environ-
ment.  Please stop in for 
an application or email Joe 
at joe@americanflatbread.
com. EOE.

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent

3 x 5.5
ACSD 

paraprof
col CD

3 x 3 
Midd Town Clerk

col CD$1,000 SIGNING BONUS
Accounting Assistant

Are you interested in doing valuable work 
that supports our community and the 

environment? Consider joining our team 
as an Accounting Assistant!

We seek a dedicated individual to assist our
Finance Department with various accounting tasks.

Some travel between our Middlebury, Randolph
and Bradford offices will be required.

Position Requires:
• Strong attention to detail
• An Associate Degree or Certificate in Accounting or 

equivalent experience
• A minimum of 2 years of accounting work experience
• Ability to maintain a high level of confidentiality
• Ability to maintain a positive attitude
• A high level of professionalism
• Strong communication skills
We offer a competitive salary and excellent benefits, including:
• 25 paid days off to start (Holidays & PTO)
• 100 % Employer paid Health insurance + funds towards 

deductible (HRA plan)
• Retirement plan with employer match
• Long & short-term disability insurance
• Life Insurance
• Access to low-cost dental and vision insurance with a 50% 

Employer premium match
• Employee Assistance Program
Please visit https://www.trivalleytransit.org/job-openings/ and 
complete our application in addition to submitting your resume 
for consideration of employment. Submit resume via email 
to: hmessier@trivalleytransit.org.

We are accepting resumes/application
through Monday, February 20, 2023 or until position is filled.

Employment is contingent upon passing required background checks.
TVT is an AA/EEO Employer

SERVICE TECHNICIANS
Monroe Tractor, an established company
with 71 years as an agriculture dealership
is growing in VT and we are seeking to add
Service Technicians to perform repair and 

maintenance on industry-leading Agricultural and 
Construction equipment in shop and on the road. 

Applicant will be responsible for troubleshooting and 
repairing of electrical, hydraulic, transmission and 

diesel engine components. Ideal candidate will be self-
motivated, safety-minded, organized, reliable and a 
strong communicator. Applicant must have a clean 

driving record, have reliable transportation, successfully 
pass a background check and drug test. Must be able to 
meet the physical requirements of the job which include 

bending, lifting heavy components and working in 
confined spaces. Competitive pay and benefits provided. 

Please send resume to mhendy@monroetractor.com
or call 802-771-3007.

NOW  HIRING

Email: tatiana@ottercreekbakery.com for more information

Kitchen Staff
Dish/Deli

We will train.

MULTIPLE POSITIONS 
AVAILABLE

Starting wage based on experience
Pooled tips among staff

Earn between $16 - $18 per hour,
based on season and hours worked

Full-time and part-time options
Long-term and short-term opportunities

We are a small operation so cross training
across departments is essential.

Family-owned restoration 
company in Pittsford looking

for team members. 
Will train.  Starting at $17 hourly, pay 
increases with responsibility and skill.

Email lpelkey@
disasterrecoveryinc.com for 

application and interview.

CAREGIVER AND
SERVER  WANTED

AT EASTVIEW
Do you love people? 

Working with a supportive team?
Making a difference in the lives

of those around you?
Then join us at EastView, 

Middlebury’s nonprofit, locally 
governed retirement community.

We have openings for full-time and part-time 
Caregivers and Servers. We offer a generous 
benefits package, free shift meals, and paid 

time off. If you are a student, a retiree, or just 
looking for a second job, our flexible hours & 

per diem shifts may be perfect for you!
To apply, or for full job descriptions, 

contact tdunakin@eastviewmiddlebury.com
 Check out all our jobs at http://www.

eastviewmiddlebury.com/join-our-team/

PART-TIME OR FULL-TIME
LANDS & GRANTS 

MANAGER
Passionate about working in 

conservation? Want to work in a  
NEW position at a thriving non-profit?

Part-time or full-time (TBD w/ you!), 
benefited position at MALT will 

manage conserved lands and join the 
fundraising team to oversee grants.

Must be a people person.

Must have conservation 
experience, preferred 5+ years.

Must have experience fundraising.

Learn more and apply: 
www.maltvt.org/staff-and-careers

ALL ADDISON COUNTY LOCATIONS 
CURRENTLY HIRING!

For openings and to apply, visit 
Maplefields.com

Looking for work in your hometown? 
We offer medical, dental, paid vacation, 

personal time, sick time and 401K for
full time positions.

ADDISON CENTRAL 
SCHOOL DISTRICT

SCHOOL NUTRITION 
MANAGER, 2022-2023

 Addison Central School District is seeking a full-time 
School Nutrition Manager. 

The successful candidate should have experience in preparing 
nutritional meals, breakfast and lunch, and managing a meals 

program for 30-55 students preferred. The candidate must also 
be organized, have strong communication, collaborative and 

computer skills, as well as an interest in participating in school-
wide health and nutrition initiatives.  If you have questions, 

please contact Steve Marinelli at smarinelli@acsdvt.org.
These positions are school year positions with the potential to work in 
our summer program. Addison Central School District offers competitive 
wages. Employee benefits include:
●	 Health, Dental, Life AD&D, Long Term Disability coverage
● Contribution to up to a family health insurance plan contribution to 

a Health Savings Account or a Health Reimbursement Arrangement 
● Access to a flexible spending account
● Single dental insurance plan funded by the school district with the 

option to purchase dependent coverage
● Long-term disability plan with a 90-day elimination period, benefit 

pays 66 2/3% of salary, funded by the school district
● Life insurance valued at $30,000, funded by the school district
●	 Retirement annuity match of up to 5% of salary
● Employee Assistance Program

Apply by submitting a letter of interest, resume, and 
three current reference letters via School Spring or 

send to: 
Peter Burrows, Superintendent
Addison Central School District

49 Charles Avenue
Middlebury, VT 05753

 Applications will be accepted until the position is filled.
E.O.E.

MIDDLEBURY UNION 
HIGH SCHOOL

MUHS
COACHING POSITIONS

Middlebury Union High School is the following:

• Varsity JV Girls’ Lacrosse Coach
• Varsity Softball Coach

• Assistant Track Coach (2)
Applicants must possess a strong knowledge of coaching 
principles with previous coaching experience preferred. 
Must possess strong organizational skills and the ability 
to communicate and relate to student athletes.

Interested parties should send
a letter of interest, resume, and

three current letters of reference to:
Sean Farrell/Athletic Director

Middlebury Union Middle School
73 Charles Avenue

Middlebury, VT  05753

Applications will be accepted
until the positions have been filled.   E.O.E.

ADDISON CENTRAL
SCHOOL DISTRICT

SCHOOL NUTRITION 
ASSISTANT 

Addison Central School District is seeking
full-time and part-time School Nutrition 
Assistants for the breakfast and lunch 

programs. Schedule would be
6 hours/day for part-time and

7 hours/day for full-time, Monday-Friday.
 Responsibilities include food preparation, serving 

students, and lunchroom/kitchen clean-up.

If you have questions, please contact
Steve Marinelli at smarinelli@acsdvt.org.
These positions are school year positions with the 

potential to work in our summer program.

Addison Central School District offers competitive 
wages. Employee benefits include:

Health, Dental, Life AD&D, Long Term Disability 
coverage

• Contribution to up to a family health insurance 
plan contribution to a Health Savings Account or 
a Health Reimbursement Arrangement 

• Access to a flexible spending account
• Single dental insurance plan funded by the 

school district with the option to purchase 
dependent coverage

• Long-term disability plan with a 90-day 
elimination period, benefit pays 66 2/3% of 
salary, funded by the school district

• Life insurance valued at $30,000, funded by the 
school district

• Retirement annuity match of up to 5% of salary
• Employee Assistance Program
Apply by submitting a letter of interest, 

resume, and three current reference letters 
via School Spring or send to:

Peter Burrows, Superintendent
Addison Central School District

49 Charles Avenue
Middlebury, VT 05753

 Applications will be accepted
until the position is filled.     E.O.E.

Looking for 
something different?

Your local newspaper 
is your

BEST RESOURCE 
for local 

job opportunities!

Also available online:
addisonindependent.com

Don’t miss
a beat

Read the Addy Indy 
online,in print, or

on the go!

Call 388-4944

Town of Middlebury
Town Clerk

This position is responsible for overseeing the areas of municipal 
record keeping, issuance of licenses and official documents, and 

conducting local, state, and federal elections. 

Due to an upcoming vacancy the Selectboard will appoint the 
successful applicant until the 2024 March Town Meeting when it 
would then be required to run for and be elected for the remaining 
2-years of a 3-year term. APPLICANTS ARE REQUIRED TO LIVE 
IN AND BE RESIDENTS OF THE TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY.  This 
position is full-time with a competitive salary and benefits package.

A job description and application can be obtained on the  
Town’s website, www.townofmiddlebury.org.  

Send cover letter, resume and application to:  Crystal Grant, Executive 
Assistant to the Town Manager at cgrant@townofmiddlebury.org.

EOE Town of Middlebury

Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted 
ads can be 
found on 

Page 9B, 10B 
and 11B.
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TIRED OF BEING RE-
TIRED? Limited hours, 
A&W and Greg’s Market. 
Applications available at 
Greg’s.

For Rent
3-BEDROOM; East Middle-
bury. No Pets, No Smoking. 
$1200 plus utilities. First & 
last security deposit. 802-
377-1522.

DRY, WINTER/SUMMER 
STORAGE SPACE in Ad-
dison. Available storage 
space in my barn for sum-
mer/winter storage. The 
barn is structurally sound 
and weather-tight with 
electricity. No heat or run-
ning water. The barn is also 
available for lease. The en-
trance door measurements 
are 8’ wide by 7’ high. For 
more info: 802-363-3403 
or rochon_m@yahoo.com.

MIDDLEBURY SUGAR-
WOOD APARTMENTS 
is currently taking waitlist 
applications for 2, 3, 4  bed-
room apartments. Minimum 
occupancy requirements.  
No smoking/ No pets.  In-
come limits apply- Rent 
based on income. Equal 
Housing Opportunity 802-
247-0165 TTY: 800-253-
0191 www.SummitPMG.
com.

MIDDLEBURY, 1 BED-
ROOM, downtown apart-
ment; includes trash and 
snow removal, parking. No 
pets, no smoking. 802-388-
7525.

MIDDLEBURY, OFF CAM-
PUS HOUSING available. 
802-388-4831, AJ Neri 
Property Rentals.

VERGENNES VALLEY 
VIEW APARTMENTS is 
currently taking wait list ap-
plications.  Occupants must 
be 62+ years of age.  No 
smoking/ No pets. Income 
limits apply - Rent based 
on income. Equal Housing 
Opportunity.  802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com.

WAREHOUSE FOR RENT 
10,800 sqft. Loading dock 
& office spaces. On the cor-
ner of two major highways. 
For more information call 
802-759-2030.

Wood Heat
DRY OR GREEN firewood 
for sale. Delivery available. 
802-758-2007.

Att. Farmers
HORSE BLANKET WASH 
and repair.  Accepting non-
leather (for now) horsewear 
of all kinds for cleaning and 
repairing at my Weybridge 
location.  Call or text Sue 
Miller at 802-377-5945 or 
email svdwmiller@icloud.
com with “horse” in the 
subject line for more in-
formation.

SMALL SQUARE BALES, 
$3.50. Call 802-377-5455.

WHITNEY’S CUSTOM 
FARM WORK Pond agi-
tating, liquid manure haul-
ing, drag line aerating. Call 
for price. 462-2755, John 
Whitney.

Wanted

Shard Villa
Level 3 Residential Care Home

NOW HIRING

For more information
Call 802.352.4369

Available Positions:
Housekeeper/Caregiver - 11p - 7a

Caregiver - 7a - 3p

~ Competitive Pay ~
Shift Differentials (for nights & weekends)

HOUSEKEEPERS/
CAREGIVERS
Full-Time ~ Part-Time

2 x col  3.5
SAS retail

CD

MIDDLEBURY UNION 
MIDDLE SCHOOL

MUMS
COACHING POSITIONS

Middlebury Union Middle School is seeking
head and/or assistant coaches for the following:

• Softball 
• Baseball 

• Girls’ Lacrosse 
Applicants must possess a strong knowledge of coaching 
principles with previous coaching experience preferred.  
Must possess strong organizational skills and the ability 
to communicate and relate to student athletes.

Interested parties should send
a letter of interest, resume, and three 

current letters of reference to:
Middlebury Union Middle School

48 Deerfield Lane
Middlebury, VT  05753

Applications will be accepted until
the positions have been filled.    E.O.E.

2 x 3.25
ACSD

custodian
col  CD

JEWELRY SALES
N.T. Ferro Jewelers 
in Woodstock, VT, 
has an opening for 

a Jewelry Sales 
Person, 3 to 4 
days per week. 

Competitive salary, 
benefits, and training. 

Jewelry experience 
required.
Contact: 

woodstock@
ferrojewelers.com

Corn silage, haylage, 
round bales, 
large square 
bales, small 

square 
bales

Call Randy Quesnel
at 802-349-9566

FEED FOR SALE

Let us help you sift through 
the complexities of the Fair 
Housing Law. Stay legal. 
Stay on the right side of the 
nation’s Fair Housing Law. 

Call the Addison 
Independent at (802) 

388-4944. 
Talk to our sales 

professionals.

It’s against the law 
to  discriminate

when advertising 
housing

Its easier to break the law 
than you might think. You 
can’t say “no children” or 
“adults only.”

There’s a lot you can’t say. 
The Federal Government 
is watching for such 
discrimination.

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

3 x 4
Elsie Car
col CD

For Sale For Sale For Sale

ADDISON CENTRAL
SCHOOL DISTRICT

CUSTODIAN

Addison Central School District is seeking 
full and part-time Custodians, Monday 

through Friday second shift.
  Experience is a plus, but not required. 

Apply through Schoolspring or by sending 
a letter of interest, resume, and three 

current letters of reference to:
Dr. Peter Burrows, Superintendent

Addison Central School District
49 Charles Avenue

Middlebury, VT  05753

Applications will be accepted until
the position has been filled.    E.O.E.

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent

Help Wanted Help Wanted

For Rent Att. Farmers

Help Wanted 
ads can be found 
on Page 9B, 10B 

and 11B.

Help Wanted

 All real estate advertising 
in this newspaper is 
subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 
as amended which makes 
it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons 
receiving public assistance, 
or an intention to make any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will 
not  knowingly accept any 
advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.  To complain 
of discrimination, call HUD 
Toll-free at 1-800-424-8590. 
For the Washington, DC area 
please call HUD at  
426-3500.

Att. Farmers Att. Farmers

OLD & Used
guns wanted

P: 802-775-2859
C: 802-236-7213

Rifles, 
Hand 
guns, 

Shot guns
Top prices paid.

Merchandisers Needed
for Grocery Team

• Servicing multiple local stores
• Permanent

• Monday - Thursday
• Day shift 
• Benefits

• $200 referral bonus
• Drive time & mileage

reimbursement
• Will Train

Call or text Linda
at 518.755.7470 or email

lalygad@sasretailservices.com.

PRIUS FOR SALE
$4,000  

OR BEST OFFER

Email elsiealynn@gmail.com to come see the car at the Addison Independent.

Included in sale:
• Studded snows & 

Summer tires
• Mud mats
• Thule Roof Rack!

Is this your 
next ride?

195,000 miles young, this 
2007 Prius has been a trusty 
little car for our family. The 

wheel barrings were recently 
fixed, and we just repaired 
the exhaust system (value 

over $500) this month. 
Gets 40+ mpg!

Auctions    
  

Public 
Notices 

Index
Public Notices for the  

following can be found in this  
ADDISON INDEPENDENT  

on Page 11B and 12B.

The legal voters of the Mount Abraham Unified School District, consisting of the 
Towns of Bristol, Monkton, New Haven, and Starksboro are hereby notified and 
warned to meet in person (Mount Abraham Large Cafeteria) on Tuesday, February 
28, 2023, at 6:00 PM, to consider and act upon the following articles (1-8) and 
to discuss the articles to be voted upon by Australian ballot (Articles 9-11 and 
Town article regarding the Lincoln exit agreement). Legal voters who attend via 
Zoom may not act upon articles from the floor but may participate for informational 
purposes only. All legal voters are hereby warned that voting shall take place by 
Australian ballot on Tuesday, March 7, 2023, from 7:00 A.M. to 7:00 P.M. at the 
official polling places of the respective Towns comprising the district.

Please visit the link below to join the Zoom meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86384562512?pwd=2OHC2WNEIoGAclfe58RqPEZS

6NagAQ.1
Meeting ID: 863 8456 2512

Passcode: MAUSD
To Phone In

Dial 1-301-715-8592 or 1-646-558-8656
follow the prompts (meeting ID): 863 8456 2512

Passcode: 967950
To be acted upon on Tuesday, February 28, 2023.
Article 1: To elect a moderator who shall assume office immediately and serve a 
one-year term or until the election and qualification of a successor.
Article 2: To elect a Clerk who shall assume office on July 1, 2023 and serve a 
one-year term or until the election and qualification of a successor.
Article 3: To elect a Treasurer who shall assume office on July 1, 2023 and serve a 
one-year term or until the election and qualification of a successor.
Article 4: To establish the salaries for the elected officers of the District.
Article 5. To hear and act upon the reports of the School District directors and 
officers.
Article 6: To discuss articles to be voted upon by Australian ballot (Articles 9-11 
and Town article regarding the Lincoln exit agreement).
Article 7: To transact any other business which may legally come before this 
meeting.
Article 8: To adjourn the meeting until 7:00 AM March 7, 2023, when voting by 
Australian ballot shall commence.

To be voted upon by Australian ballot on March 7, 2023.
Article 9: Shall the legal voters of the Mount Abraham Unified School District 
authorize the School Board of Directors to deposit $438,504 of the District’s 
unaudited fund balance in the Capital Reserve Fund? The total unaudited fund 
balance as of June 30, 2022, is $438,504.
Article 10: Shall the legal voters of the Mount Abraham Unified School District 
authorize the School Board of Directors to transfer an amount not to exceed 
$1,700,000 from the Capital Reserve Fund into the general fund to pay for 
expenses related to the lobby and bathroom renovation project at Mt. Abraham 
Union High School? The balance of the Capital Reserve Fund as of June 30, 2022 
was $1,780,118. In consideration of passage of this Article and Article 9 the new 
balance of the Capital Reserve Fund will be no less than $518,622.

Article 11: Shall the legal voters of the Mount Abraham Unified School District 
authorize the School Board of Directors to expend $33,868,900.00, which is the 
amount the School Board of Directors has determined to be necessary for the 
2023-2024 school year?

For the purpose of voting by Australian ballot:
In person voting will be available at local polling places on March 7, 2023, from 

7am – 7 pm. To request to have an MAUSD absentee ballot mailed to you, please 
contact your Town Clerk, or use the “My Voter Page” online resource from the 
Secretary of State which can be found here: https://mvp.vermont.gov/. Please 
make your request for mailed ballots to your Town clerk no later than February 28, 
2023. Absentee ballots must be returned before the close of the Town Clerk’s office 
on the day before the election, or to the polling place before 7:00PM on the day of 
the election, in order to be counted.
Voters of the Town of Bristol will vote at Holley Hall located at 1 South St, Bristol, 
VT 05443. The Polls will open on Tuesday, March 7, 2023, at 7:00 AM and close 
at 7:00 PM.
Voters of the Town of Monkton will vote at the Monkton Town Offices located at 
92 Monkton Ridge, Monkton, VT 05469. The Polls will open on Tuesday, March 7, 
2023, at 7:00 AM and close at 7:00 PM.
Voters of the Town New Haven will vote at the New Haven Town Hall located at 70 
North St, New Haven, VT 05472. The Polls will open on Tuesday, March 7, 2023, 
at 7:00 AM and close at 7:00 PM.
Voters of the Town of Starksboro will vote at the Robinson Elementary School 
located at 41 Parsonage Rd, Starksboro, VT 05487. The Polls will open on 
Tuesday, March 7, 2023, at 7:00AM and close at 7:00 PM.
Upon closing of the polls in Monkton, New Haven and Starksboro, the ballot boxes 
will be sealed, transported to, and re-opened at Holly Hall in the Town of Bristol, 
where the ballots will be counted and comingled by a tabulator under observation 
of representatives of the Boards of Civil Authority of the Towns of Bristol, Monkton, 
New Haven and/or Starksboro under the supervision of the Clerk of the Mount 
Abraham Unified School District.
The legal voters of the Mount Abraham Unified School District are further notified 
that voter qualification and registration relative to said meeting shall be as provided 
in Section 706(u) of Title 16, and Chapters 43, 51 and 55 of Title 17, Vermont 
Statutes Annotated.
On behalf of the Mount Abraham Unified School District Board of Directors:
Dawn Griswold, Chair of the Board Dated this 30 day of January 2023
Kevin Hanson, Board Member Dated this 30 day of January 2023
Liz Sayre, Board Member, Clerk Dated this 31 day of January 2023
Krista Siringo, Board Member, Vice Chair Dated this 31 day of January 2023
Erin Jipner, Board Member Dated this 31 day of January 2023
Bailee Layn-Gordon, Board Member Dated this 30 day of January 2023
Kristen Toy, Board Member Dated this 31 day of January 2023
Brad Johnson, Board Member Dated this 31 day of January 2023
Sarah LaPerle, Board Member Dated this 30 day of January 2023
Kris Pearsall, Board Member  Not available to vote on 01-30-23
Steve Rooney, Board Member Dated this 31 day of January 2023
Received for the record and recorded this 31 day of January 2023 by:
Jennifer Bauer, Clerk of the District

MOUNT ABRAHAM UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
(Bristol, Monkton, New Haven, Starksboro)

MIDDLEBURY CEMETERY 
ASSOCIATION

PUBLIC NOTICE
The annual meeting of the Middlebury 
Cemetery Association will be held at 
the offices of Langrock, Sperry & Wool, 
111 S. Pleasant St., Middlebury, VT on 
Wednesday, March 8, 2023, at 5pm.

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
The following tax rate information is provided in accordance with the 

provisions of the Town of Middlebury’s Charter. Tax rates are per $100 of 
assessed property value.

MUNICIPAL TAX RATE
 FY23 FY24 Estimated1 
General Fund $0.8024 $0.8708
Article 3: Cross Street Bridge Reserve Fund Transfer              $(0.0233)
Voted Exemptions (Veterans) $0.0012 $0.0012  
Fire Equipment Fund $0.0200 $0.0200     
Total Municipal $0.8236 $0.8687
  
Amount to be Raised 1 $7,881,813 $8,324,884
Grand List 2 $9,822,765 $9,822,765

EDUCATION TAX RATE
 FY23 FY24 Estimated1 
Residential Education Tax Rate3  $1.6145 $1.670
Non-Residential Education Tax Rate3 $1.5696 $1.650
1 FY24 tax rates are estimated.  The final tax rate and resulting tax bills will be 
affected by the budget and other decision items voted at Town & School Annual 
Meetings. The total municipal tax rate estimate and the amount to be raised re-
flect the approval of the transfer of funds from the Cross Street Bridge Reserve 
Fund under Article 3 of the Annual Town Meeting Warning.
2 Property tax rates are applied per $100 of property valuation; therefore, the 
FY24 estimated full and fair cash value of taxable real property, $982,276,546, 
is divided by $100 to determine the Town’s Grand List, $9,822,765.
3 Education Tax Rates provided Addison Central School District Business Office

Email your Public 
Notices to legals@

addisonindependent.com
and Jenna makes sure

it gets in the paper.

Addison County 
Courthouse (1)

Addison County Regional 
Planning Commission (2)

Addison Northwest School 
District (1)

Ferrisburgh (1)

Lincoln (1)

Middlebury (3)

Middlebury Cemetery 
Association (1)

Monkton (1)

Mount Abraham Unified 
School District (1)

Shoreham (1)

State of Vermont (1)

REACH THE COUNTY, PLACE YOUR AD HERE. CALL 388-4944

MARKET REPORT
ADDISON COUNTY

COMMISSION SALES
RT. 125 • EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT

We value our faithful customers.
Sales at 3 pm - Mon. & Thurs.

call 1-802-388-2661

Sales for 2/9/23 & 2/13/23
  COST
BEEF LBS. /LB $
Vorsteveld 1780 1.07 $1904.60
A. Brisson 1690 1.04 $1757.60
MacGlaflin Farm 1860 1.00 $1860.00
Westminster Farm 1755   .95 $1667.25
J. Page 1820   .92 $1674.40
Wilcon Farm 1485   .92 $1366.20

  COST
CALVES LBS. /LB $
Barnes B&W 112 3.00 $336.00
J. Allen 101 3.00 $303.00
Putnam Farm  95 1.80 $171.00
Savello Farm  93 1.80 $167.40

Total Beef - 191   Total Calves - 239PRIUS FOR SALE
$4,000  

OR BEST OFFER

Email elsiealynn@gmail.com to come see the car at the Addison Independent.

Included in sale:
• Studded snows & 

Summer tires
• Mud mats
• Thule Roof Rack!

Is this your 
next ride?

195,000 miles young, this 
2007 Prius has been a trusty 

little car for our family. 
The wheel bearings were 
recently fixed, and we just 

repaired the exhaust system 
(value over $500) this month. 

Gets 40+ mpg!
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TOWN of MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT
WARNING

Annual Town Meeting
March 6 and March 7, 2023

The legal voters of the Town of Middlebury, in the County of Addison, the State 
of Vermont are hereby warned and notified to meet at the Middlebury Union High 
School Auditorium at 73 Charles Avenue in Middlebury  on Monday, March 6, 
2023 at 7:00 P.M. to act on Articles 1 through 7, and to discuss Articles 8 through 
10, and on Tuesday, March 7, 2023 from 7:00 A.M. through 7:00 P.M. at the 
Recreation Center, 154 Creek Road in Middlebury, to vote by Australian ballot on 
Articles 8 through 10 as provided by the Middlebury Town Charter.

With respect to Article 8, the legal voters of the Town of Middlebury are further 
notified that an informational meeting will be held on Monday, March 6, 2023 at 
7:30 p.m. at the Middlebury Union High School Auditorium for the purpose of 
reviewing the proposal for issuing a bond for construction of a water tank for its 
public drinking water system.  Information on the bond proposal will be presented 
under Article 7 of the Annual Town Meeting Warning.
Article 1 To act upon the reports of the Town Officers. 
Article 2 Shall the voters of the Town of Middlebury vote to adopt the proposed 

budget for the Fiscal Year 2024 (July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024) in 
the amount of $12,921,448 with a portion thereof in the amount of 
$8,553,380 to be raised by taxes and $809,308 to be allocated from 
annual local option tax receipts in excess of debt and maintenance 
requirements of the Cross Street Bridge to offset spending for Capital 
Improvements?

Article 3 Shall the voters of the Town of Middlebury vote, pursuant to 24 VSA 
§ 2408(a), to authorize the Selectboard to apply up to $228,496 from 
the Cross Street Bridge Reserve Fund to offset increased capital 
improvement expenses of $92,860 and PD Adaptive Reuse Building 
debt service expense of $135,636? 

Article 4 Shall the voters of the Town of Middlebury vote, pursuant to 24 VSA 
§ 2408(a), to authorize the Selectboard to apply up to $295,000 
from the Cross Street Bridge Reserve Fund for the purchase of the 
former Maverick Gas Station at 82 Court Street for the purpose of 
reconfiguring the intersection of Court Street, Monroe Street and 
Charles Avenue? 

Article 5 Shall the voters of the Town of Middlebury vote, pursuant to 24 VSA 
§ 2408(a), to authorize the Selectboard to apply up to One Million 
Dollars ($1,000,000) from the Cross Street Bridge Reserve Fund for 
the purpose of constructing of a water tank for its public drinking water 
system?

Article 6 Shall the voters of the Town of Middlebury vote to collect taxes on 
real property for fiscal year 2023/2024 in TWO equal installments 
due in the Treasurer’s Office on the 15th day of November 2023 and 
the 15th day of March 2024?

Article 7 To transact other business proper to be done.
[For voting by Australian Ballot on Tuesday, March 7, 2023,

polls open from 7:00 A.M. to 7:00 P.M.]
Article 8 Shall general obligation bonds or notes of the Town of Middlebury in an 

amount not to exceed Three Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars 
($3,500,000) subject to reduction from available alternate sources of 
funding, be issued for the purpose of financing the construction of 
a water tank for its public drinking water system, the estimated cost 
of such improvements being Three Million Five Hundred Thousand 
Dollars ($3,500,000). 

Article 9 Shall the Town vote to adopt the following amendments to the 
Charter of the Town of Middlebury? 

Language to be added is underlined, and deleted language has a strikethrough.
*Section 302, Elective officers, revise (a) by deleting “(7) Town 
Treasurer” from the list of officers elected by the Town at its annual 
Town Meeting:

(7) Town Treasurer

* Section 305, Treasurer, revise (a) as follows:

(a) The Treasurer shall be appointed by the Selectboard. elected annually 
at the annual meeting and shall serve for a three year term.

* Section 306, Appointed Officers, revise (d), by adding “(7) a Town 
Treasurer” to the list of officers the appointed by the Selectboard:

(7) a Town Treasurer

Article 10 To elect officers as required by the Middlebury Town Charter.
The legal voters of the Town of Middlebury are further notified that voter 
qualification, registration and absentee voting shall be as provided in Chapters 
43 and 51 of Title 17, Vermont Statutes Annotated.
Dated at Middlebury, Vermont this 24th day of January 2023.

Brian R. Carpenter, Chair     Lindsey Fuentes-George, Vice Chair
Heather Seeley, Farhad Khan, Dan Brown, Andy Hooper, Isabel Gogarty

MIDDLEBURY SELECTBOARD

TOWN OF MONKTON
MOUNTAIN ROAD CULVERT REPLACEMENT

MONKTON, VERMONT
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed Bids for the construction of the Town of Monkton – Mountain Road 
Culvert Replacement will be received by the Town of Monkton at the Monkton 
Town Hall, 92 Monkton Ridge, North Ferrisburgh, VT 05473, until 3:00 pm local 
time on Wednesday, March 8, 2023. Bids received will be “publicly” opened 
and read. Bidders providing bids by mail shall allow for delivery time. The 
Project consists of removal of an existing temporary 8 ft diameter by 40 ft long 
culvert and the installation of H-piles, cast-in-place concrete abutments, and 
post tensioned precast concrete superstructure bridge with a span of 25 feet on 
Mountain Road in Monkton, VT.

Bids will be received for a single prime Contract. Bids shall be on a lump sum 
and unit price basis, as indicated in the Bid Schedule.

The Issuing Office for the Bidding Documents is: Otter Creek Engineering, Inc., 
P.O. Box 712, 404 East Main St., Middlebury, VT, (802) 382-8522. Prospective 
Bidders may examine the Bidding Documents at the Issuing Office on Mondays 
through Fridays between the hours of 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., and may obtain copies 
of the Bidding Documents from the Issuing Office as described below.

Printed copies of the Bidding Documents may be obtained from the Issuing 
Office, during the hours indicated above, upon payment of $150.00 for each set. 
Checks for Bidding Documents shall be payable to “Otter Creek Engineering, 
Inc.” mailing address: P.O. Box 712, East Middlebury, VT 05740. Upon 
request and receipt of the document payment indicated above, the Issuing Office 
will transmit the Bidding Documents. The date that the Bidding Documents are 
transmitted by the Issuing Office will be considered the Bidder’s date of receipt of 
the Bidding Documents. Partial sets of Bidding Documents will not be available 
from the Issuing Office. Neither Owner nor Engineer will be responsible for 
full or partial sets of Bidding Documents, including Addenda if any, obtained 
from sources other than the Issuing Office. Neither Owner nor Engineer will be 
responsible for issuing Addenda if any, to parties obtaining Bidding Documents 
from sources other than the Issuing Office.

Electronic copies of Bidding Drawings and Documents are available 
upon request to all parties recorded as having officially received the Bidding 
Documents from the Issuing Office, as portable document format (PDF) files, 
via e-mail.

A pre-bid conference will be held at 9:00 am local time on Tuesday, February 
21,2023 at the Monkton Town Hall followed by a visit to the project site. 
Attendance at the pre-bid conference is highly encouraged but is not mandatory.

Bid security shall be furnished in accordance with the Instructions to Bidders.
Owner: Town of Monkton
By: Stan Wilbur
Title: Town Administrator
Date: February 9, 2023

TOWN OF SHOREHAM
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Development Review Board will hold a public hearing on Friday, 
February 17, at 7:00 p.m. at the Town Office to consider a request for a waiver 
of setbacks of application (#22-033) in accordance with provisions of the Town 
Zoning Regulations. The project involves construction of a concrete pad with 
two electrical cabinets for high-speed fiber optic internet service on Town-owned 
land on Firehouse Road. The applicant (Addison County Communications 
Union District, dba Maple Broadband) requests a waiver of front yard setback/
conditional use for the public facility. 

The application is available at the Town Office for review, by appointment 
only.  Participation in this proceeding is a prerequisite to the right to make any 
subsequent appeal.

Attendees are expected to comply with current State of Vermont guidance 
regarding the Executive Order No. 01-20, Declaration of State of Emergency 
in Response to COVID-19, Addendum 16.  The Town of Shoreham requires all 
persons visiting the Town Office to wear a facial covering.

For those who prefer to attend the meeting remotely either by videoconference 
or by phone, please contact the Town Office or email johnk.zbashoreham@
gmail.com prior to 4 p.m. on the date prior to the hearing (February 16, 2023) to 
obtain a web conference link or phone number to call-in.
 John Kiernan, Chair

Tuesday 12:30pm to 4:30pm

APPOINTMENTS REQUIRED.

802-388-1966
addisoncountyclerk@gmail.com

Addison County Courthouse
The Addison County Clerk
located in Frank Mahady
Courthouse is available

to accept passport applications
and provide  passport photos.

REGULAR HOURS
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday

9am to 1pm

Full Passport Service

STUDENT TRANSPORTATION
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

By Addison Central School District, Addison Northwest School District,
& Mount Abraham Unified School District

As of February 8, 2023:
Working in cooperation and unison, the three school districts of Addison 

County hereby announce that they are, as of February 8, 2023, accepting bids 
for the award of:

STUDENT TRANSPORTATION CONTRACT to be performed over the five-
year period from JULY 1, 2023, until JUNE 30, 2028. The successful bidder 
will receive the student transportation contract for all three Districts and must 
be prepared to demonstrate the ability to provide services at the County-wide 
scale. Interested parties may contact the Business Offices of the Constituent 
Districts to receive all Bid Documents. Bids are due on APRIL 3, 2023. Please 
direct all inquiries to:

Matthew Corrente - Addison Central School District
mcorrente@acsdvt.org

Elizabeth Jennings - Addison Northwest School District 
ejennings@anwsd.org

Floyd Davison - Mount Abe. Unified School District
floyd.davison@mausd.org

By law, public notice of proposed rules must be given by publication in 
newspapers of record. The purpose of these notices is to give the public a 
chance to respond to the proposals. The public notices for administrative rules 
are now also available online at https://secure.vermont.gov/SOS/rules/ . The 
law requires an agency to hold a public hearing on a proposed rule, if requested 
to do so in writing by 25 persons or an association having at least 25 members.

To make special arrangements for individuals with disabilities or special 
needs please call or write the contact person listed below as soon as possible. 

To obtain further information concerning any scheduled hearing(s), obtain 
copies of proposed rule(s) or submit comments regarding proposed rule(s), 
please call or write the contact person listed below. You may also submit 
comments in writing to the Legislative Committee on Administrative Rules, State 
House, Montpelier, Vermont 05602 (802-828-2231).

PROPOSED STATE RULES

Rules Governing Medication-Assisted Treatment for Opioid Use Disorder.
Vermont Proposed Rule: 23-E01
AGENCY: Agency of Human Services, Department of Health
CONCISE SUMMARY: On December 29, 2022, Congress eliminated the federal 
requirement for healthcare providers who dispense medication for substance 
use disorder to obtain an “X Waiver” prior to dispensing buprenorphine and 
ended the program that issued those waivers. However, the legislation does 
not impact current state regulations; the current Vermont Medication Assisted 
Treatment (MAT) regulations still require providers to obtain this X Waiver (which 
is no longer obtainable) in order to dispense buprenorphine to treat substance 
use disorder. This emergency rule eliminates the X Waiver requirements. Doing 
so will ensure Vermont’s MAT regulations do not inhibit access to MAT providers 
by those in need. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT: Brendan Atwood, Vermont 
Department of Health, 108 Cherry Street, Burlington, VT 05402 Tel: 802-863-
7280 Fax: 802-951-1275 Email: ahs.vdhrules@vermont.gov URL: https://www.
healthvermont.gov/laws-regulations/laws/public-comment. 
FOR COPIES: David Englander, Vermont Department of Health, 108 Cherry 
Street, Burlington, VT 05401 Tel: 802-863-7280 Fax: 802-951-1275 Email: ahs.
vdhrules@vermont.gov. 

Home Visiting Rule.
Vermont Proposed Rule: 23P003
AGENCY: Agency of Human Services, Department of Health
CONCISE SUMMARY: This rulemaking does the following: 1) Updates the rule 
to reflect current practices and program management. 2) Clarifies the services 
regulated under this rule. 3) Consolidates and moves recommendations from 
the existing rule, into The Manual of Vermont Home Visiting Program Standards, 
a supplemental resource for home visiting service providers. 4) Simplifies the 
required documentation and program plan process for home visiting service 
providers. 5) Updates employee and volunteer hiring standards by requiring 
comprehensive orientation to new home visiting providers within the first six 
months of the date of hire. 6) Ensures all screening tools used by home visiting 
providers are evidence-based. 7) Reorganizes the requirements of home 
visiting providers for clarity.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT: Natalie Weill, Vermont 
Department of Health, 108 Cherry Street, Burlington, VT 05402 Tel: 802-863-
7280 Fax: 802-951-1275 Email: ahs.vdhrules@vermont.gov URL: https://www.
healthvermont.gov/laws-regulations/laws/public-comment. 
FOR COPIES: David Englander, Vermont Department of Health, 108 Cherry 
Street, Burlington, VT 05401 Tel: 802-863-7280 Fax: 802-951-1275 Email: ahs.
vdhrules@vermont.gov.
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MEETING OF THE TOWN OF PANTON 
HAZARD MITIGATION PLANNING COMMITTEE

February 16, 2023 at 6pm
A meeting of the Town of Panton Hazard Mitigation Planning Committee will be 

held on Thursday, February 16 at 6 pm in person at the Panton Town Hall (3176 
Jersey St, Panton, Vermont).  

Additional Meetings will be held monthly, with future meetings scheduled for the 
following Thursday dates:

•  16 February 
•  16 March 
•  20 April 
•  18 May

 For more information, contact ACRPC Emergency Management Planner Andrew 
L’Roe at alroe@acrpc.org or 802-388-3141 x3.

TOWN OF LINCOLN PUBLIC NOTICE
Wednesday, March 1st, 2023 beginning at 6:30 pm at the Town Office (62 

Quaker Street, Lincoln, VT) and virtually using Zoom
The Lincoln Development Review Board will hold a public hearing for:

1. Continuation of Waiver Application #22-093, as requested by Eric 
Hartman, Harvestar LLC on behalf of Kerry Malloy for solar panels on 
a wooden structure, Parcel I.D. # 01070340.000 at 876 East River 
Road, Lincoln, VT (**)

2. Continuation of Conditional Use Application #22-095 from VHB 
on behalf of Kyle and Katie Clark for a “Personal Landing Area”, 
Parcel I.D. 17070163.100 at 432 Orchard Road North, Lincoln, VT (**)

Participation in the local proceeding is a prerequisite to the right to take any 
subsequent appeal. Please call the Town Office at (802) 453-2980 to arrange a 
time to view the complete application.

The Zoom link will be included in the agenda which can be found on the Town’s 
website the week prior to the hearing: https://lincolnvermont.org/agendas-minutes
 Emmet Moseley, Lincoln DRB Clerk

NOTICE OF APPLICATION
TO BROWNFIELDS REUSE

 AND ENVIRONMENTAL LIABILITY
LIMITATION ACT PROGRAM

Please take notice that The Town of Middlebury whose mailing address is 77 
Main Street, Middlebury Vermont 05753, is applying to the Vermont Brownfields 
Reuse and Environmental Liability Limitation Program (10 V.S.A. §6641 et seq.) 
in connection with the redevelopment of property known as the Maverick Gas 
Station in the address at 82 Court Street, Middlebury, Vermont. A copy of the 
application, which contains a preliminary environmental assessment and a 
description of the proposed redevelopment project is available for public review 
at the Town of Middlebury Clerk’s Office and at the Vermont Department of 
Environmental Conservation offices in Montpelier.

Comments concerning the application and/or the above referenced 
documents may be directed to Sarah Bartlett, Environmental Program Manager, 
at (802) 249-5641 or at sarah.bartlett@vermont.gov. Comments may also be 
submitted by mail to the Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation, 
Waste Management Division, 1 National Life Drive - Davis 1, Montpelier, VT 
05620; attention: Sarah Bartlett, Environmental Program Manager.

TOWN OF FERRISBURGH
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
MARCH 1ST, 2023

A public hearing before the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Town of 
Ferrisburgh will be held at the Town Clerk’s Office on Wednesday, March 1st, 
2023, to consider the following:

7:00 PM Call to order and approval of minutes from the January 4th meeting.
1. Application No. 23-011 (J Brownell) Contractors Yard; property 
ID#: 15-01-64; Lot 1, Tuppers Crossing; Industrial (IND-2) district; 
conditional use
2. Application No. 23-012 (J. Giknis) Short Term Rental; property ID#: 
18/20/53;718 Old Hollow Road; North Ferrisburgh Village (NVFVD) 
district; conditional use

The above files are available for inspection at the Town Clerk’s Office. Persons 
wishing to appear and be heard may do so in person or be represented by an 
agent or an attorney. Communications about the above hearings may also be 
filed in writing with the Board or the Zoning Administrator.

PLEASE NOTE: Participation in the local proceeding is a prerequisite to the 
right to take any subsequent appeal.

STATE OF VERMONT
SUPERIOR COURT

ADDISON UNIT 
PROBATE DIVISION

DOCKET NO.: 22-PR-04883
IN RE ESTATE OF:  

MARY E. BAKER
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

To the Creditors of Mary E. Baker, late 
of Middlebury, Vermont. I have been 
appointed to administer this estate. 
All creditors having claims against 
the decedent, or the estate must 
present their claims in writing within 
(4) months of the first publication 
of this notice. The claim must be 
presented to me at the address listed 
below with a copy sent to the court. 
The claim may be barred forever if 
it is not presented within the four (4) 
month period.
Dated: February 6, 2023

Administrator: Irene Riddle
Mailing Address: PO Box 691,  

East Middlebury, VT 05740
Phone Number: 802-349-8993
Email: ivonlau297@msn.com

Publication: Addison Independent
Publication Date: 02/16/23
Address of Probate Court:
Addison Unit, Probate Court
7 Mahady Court
Middlebury, VT 05753

MEETING OF THE TOWN OF LEICESTER 
HAZARD MITIGATION PLANNING COMMITTEE 

FEBRUARY 23, 2023 AT 7PM
A meeting of Town of Leicester Hazard Mitigation Planning Committee 

will be held on February 23 at 7pm in person at the Leicester Town Office (44 
Schoolhouse Rd, Leicester, VT).

Additional Meetings will be held monthly, with future meetings scheduled for 
the following Thursday dates:

    • March 23
    • April 27 
For more information, contact ACRPC Emergency Management Planner 

Andrew L’Roe at alroe@acrpc.org or 802-388-3141 x3.

VERMONT — Grant funding 
is now available to support 
projects through the South Lake 
Champlain Fund of the Vermont 
Community Foundation.

The South Lake Champlain 
Fund supports projects focused 
on education and research 
concerning the cultural and 
ecological history and heritage 
of Southern Lake Champlain. 

South Lake Champlain grants
available, deadline March 28

Projects must be located on 
the southern portion of Lake 
Champlain (the area of Lake 
Champlain south of Crown Point 
in both Vermont and New York) 
with a preference for projects 
directly on the lake or in close 
proximity. School-based projects 
are encouraged. The fund also 
aims to support projects that 
involve experts and others living 
in the southern Lake Champlain 
region. Matching funds are 
encouraged but not required.

Applications must be submitted 
by 5 p.m. on Tuesday, March 28. 
Please visit vermontcf.org/slcf to 
learn more or to apply.

STATE OF VERMONT
SUPERIOR COURT

ADDISON UNIT 
PROBATE DIVISION

DOCKET NO.: 23-PR-00241
IN RE ESTATE OF: 
MARY MELLGARD

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
To the Creditors of Mary Mellgard, late 
of Weybridge, Vermont. I have been 
appointed to administer this estate. 
All creditors having claims against 
the decedent, or the estate must 
present their claims in writing within 
(4) months of the first publication 
of this notice. The claim must be 
presented to me at the address listed 
below with a copy sent to the court. 
The claim may be barred forever if 
it is not presented within the four (4) 
month period.
Dated: February 14, 2023

Executor/Administrator:
David M. Mellgard

Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 879, 
Middlebury, VT 05753

Phone Number: 917-822-9410
Email:  nycny417@aol.com

Publication: Addison Independent
Publication Date: 02/16/23
Address of Probate Court:
Addison Unit, Probate Court
7 Mahady Court
Middlebury, VT 05753



ARTS+LEISURE
February 16, 2023The Addison Independent

Middlebury dance faculty member Laurel Jenkins presents “The Wilds,” a multi-media dance/sound/technology 
performance she collaborated on with Jesse Fleming and Lewis Pesacov. Two performances will be held on Feb. 24-25 
at the Mahaney Arts Center, at 7:30 p.m. PHOTOS COURTESY OF LAUREL JENKINS

f you’re starting to get that spring itch — 
a squirmy feeling somewhere between 
impatience and boredom — check out the 
upcoming performance of “The Wilds” at 
Mahaney Arts Center in Middlebury next 
Friday and Saturday, Feb. 24 and 25. Stretch 
your understandings and creativity in this 
new event where live dancers use motion 

capture technology 
and simultaneous 
animation to 
generate a world of 

sound, light and visual media. The immersive 
show is designed to stimulate your senses and 
relay a story centered on humanity.

Middlebury College Assistant Professor of 

Dance Laurel Jenkins, visual media artist 
Jesse Fleming, and composer Lewis Pesacov 
created “The Wilds” through a collaborative 
process, weaving together different mediums 
into a multi-sensory vision of the changing 
world. 

“We are having to navigate a world where 
we are constantly on these,” Jenkins said, 
gesturing to her cell phone during a recent 
interview. “Having grown up without email… 
I’m interested in how technology can be 
subverted and enhance our humanity.”

Together the three collaborators worked with 
Claudio Medeiros (dramaturge, and professor 
of theatre at Middlebury College), and dancers 

devika v. wickremesinghe and Miguel A. 
Castillo, to create this 60-minute work where 
movement instantly becomes music, and 
avatars move alongside three real-life dancers.

Now, how exactly does the movement 
translate to sound? Good question.

“The stage is mapped specifically,” Jenkins 
explained. “Each point on the stage has a 
different sound… We use the technology to 
enhance and inform our movements.

SEE WILDS ON PAGE 2
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WILDS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

This is not a 
story of how “I 
am the service 
of technology.” 
Nope. “Been 
there, done 
that!” said 
Jenkins. “We 

are asking questions on the edge of technology: 
Who is the avatar? Who are you? The center of 
this piece is life… we’re aiming to break down 
the barrier between the performance and the 
audience for a comprehensive vibration of sound 
and light and movement.”

The performance takes viewers on a journey 
from wholeness to loss and separation, then 
returns to wholeness in a strikingly fresh way.

Even though this piece is highly connected to 
tech, Jenkins (as a human performer) does not 
feel replaced. 

“What I love about being a dancer is that no one 
can impersonate my presence,” she said. “It’s 
very naked. It’s my body and it’s live; it’s in real 
time… This piece centers on the body and it feels 
really powerful. For my part, I wanted to create 
a container for play… The light is theatrical, the 
sound is totally immersive and the vibration is 
powerful… For me it’s like a dream to be in it.”

“The Wilds” will take place at the Mahaney 
Arts Center’s Dance Theatre on Friday, Feb. 24, 
and Saturday, Feb. 25, at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are 
$25 for the general public, $20 for Middlebury 
faculty/staff and alumni, $10 for youth, and $5 
for Middlebury College students. Vaccinations 
and boosters (or valid medical or religious 
exemptions) are required. For tickets, health and 
safety protocols, or information, call 802-443-
MIDD (6433) or visit middlebury.edu/arts.

more about the artiStS
Laurel Jenkins, an Essex native, followed 
her dream to become a professional 
dancer. It took her away from Vermont 
to Sarah Lawrence College in New York; 
Washington, D.C.; Seattle; and UCLA where 
she earned her master’s. Today she works 
as a dancer, choreographer, educator 
and mother, and lives back home here 
in Addison County. Her choreography 
emerges from a desire to reimagine our 
collective human experience. Jenkins’s 
work has been presented by Lincoln 
Center, Disney Hall, the Getty Center, 
Show Box LA, Danspace, and in Berlin, 
Tokyo and Paris. She was a member of the 
Trisha Brown Dance Company from 2007-
2012, performed in the opera “Oedipus 
Rex/Symphony of Psalms” by Peter 
Sellars, and performed solos by Merce 
Cunningham in the “Night of 100 Solos: A 
Centennial Event.” Jenkins is the recipient 
of a Vermont Arts Council Grant, an Asian 
Cultural Council Grant, and a French 
Institute Fellowship. She is an assistant 
professor of dance at Middlebury College.  

Jesse Fleming is a trans-disciplinary 
and multi-sensory artist working at the 
intersection of designed perception, 
well-being, visual media, and Extended 
Reality (XR). He is the Founding Director 
of the Awareness-based Design Lab 
and assistant professor at the Johnny 
Carson Center for Emerging Media Arts 
at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. 
Fleming is also an award-winning and 
internationally-exhibiting artist with 
artwork in the permanent public collection 
of the Whitney Museum of American Art; 
Borusan Contemporary in Istanbul, Turkey; 
and Cedars-Sinai in Los Angeles. He was 
previously listed by Artforum as one of the 
top 10 artists in Los Angeles.

Lewis Pesacov is a Grammy-nominated 
producer, composer and multi-
instrumentalist based in Los Angeles. He 
works distinctively in and between genres 
spanning classical, contemporary opera, 
indie rock, and experimental sound art. 
His music takes the form of experiential 
installations, durational performance, 
public art, scores, albums and concert 
pieces. Pesacov’s works have been 
featured in museums, galleries, concert 
halls, rock clubs and music festivals 
including the Getty Museum, SFMOMA, 
the Walker Art Center, the Denver Biennial 
of the Americas, Walt Disney Concert Hall, 
the Hollywood Bowl, Michigan Opera 
Theatre, the Darmstädter Ferienkurse, and 
the Glastonbury Festival.

Cláudio Medeiros is a director, actor, 
educator and translator.  His directing 
credits range from Shakespeare, Euripides 
and Frank Wedekind to Michel Marc 
Bouchard, Paula Vogel, Tony Kushner, 
Sarah Ruhl and Naomi Wallace. He is 
working on an English translation of three 
plays by Griselda Gambaro, Argentina’s 
most important female playwright of the 
last 50 years. Medeiros is also a master 
instructor with Pinnacle Performance, and 
in that capacity he trains and empowers 
folks to become more effective and 
engaging communicators.  A native of 
Brazil, Medeiros has spent most of his life 
in North America. In addition to English 
and Portuguese, he speaks French 
and Spanish.  Medeiros holds a PhD in 
Theater from the University of California 
at Berkeley, and he teaches theatre at 
Middlebury College. He has lived in 
Québec for 15 years and cannot wait to 
finally become a Canadian citizen. 

devika v. wickremesinghe is a dancer, 
performance maker, and somatics 
facilitator originally from New York City. 
Now based in Los Angeles, they have had 
the pleasure of working with artists such 
as Annie-B Parson’s Big Dance Theater, 
The Dance Cartel, Milka Djorjevich, Lee 
Sunday Evans, Maria Hassabi, KJ Holmes, 
Laurel Jenkins, JennieMary Tai Liu, and 
was a member of WXPT led by taisha 
paggett. devika creates film and live 
performance through the INSTITUT IDGAF. 

Miguel Alejandro Castillo is a queer, 
interdisciplinary artist born and raised in 
Caracas, Venezuela. A choreographer, 
director, installation artist, theatre 
deviser and performer, he is drawn to the 
permeability of art forms and the new 
inquires that arise from cross-disciplinary 
and multicultural collaborations. As a 
dancer, Miguel has performed in the U.S. 
and internationally in the works of Jeanine 
Durning, Laurel Jenkins, Maria Hassabi, 
Xan Burley & Alex Springer, Delfos 
Danza Contemporánea, among others. 
Miguel was a 2021 danceWEB scholar 
at the Impustanz Festival in Vienna. He 
is currently the movement director for 
Prisoner of The Sate, a new opera by 
David Lang commissioned by the New 
York Philharmonic. In addition, Miguel is a 
member of Agile Rascal Bicycle Touring 
Theatre and an artistic collaborator of 
Double Edge Theatre. Miguel holds a B.A 
in Dance and Theatre from Middlebury 
College and an MFA in choreography and 
performance from Smith College.Immerse yourself in the 60-minute performance, “The 

Wilds,” on Feb. 24-25 at the Mahaney Arts Center. Shows 
begin at 7:30 p.m. PHOTO COURTESY OF LAUREL JENKINS
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Satta Sound and reggae legend comes to town
n Saturday, Feb. 25, at 7 p.m., Satta Sound 
and reggae legend Carlton Livingston will be 
joining forces with Prince Negasi live on the 
Town Hall Theater stage in Middlebury.

Satta Sound is a Vermont based, Live ROOTS 
+ REGGAE Soundsystem, Conscious Artist 
Promoter, and Cultural Event Producer… a true 

revolutionary sound. Blending ‘Ital Music’ coming from 
the Virgin Islands, Trinidad, Jamaica, Africa, Europe, 
NYC, Cali, VT and Conscious Artists Worldwide.

Livingston is a Jamaican reggae vocalist, known for 
his 1984 hit “100 Weight of Collie Weed.” Livingston’s 
recording career began in 1978 with his first recording 
at Channel One. This was the album “The Tale of Two 
Cities.” He has recorded with producers including 
Coxone Dodd, Winston Riley, Sly & Robbie, Clive 
Jarrett, and King Jammy. Livingston gained success 
with his 1984 hit “100 Weight of Collie Weed.” In the 
1990s, he recorded “Rumors” with Shabba Ranks, 
produced by Bobby Digital. Livingston moved to 
Brooklyn in the 1980s, where he lives to this day.

Prince Negasi is a Reggae singer, musician and 
producer out of Portmore, Jamaica. His band Souls of 
Zion is a young generation of Roots Reggae musicians 
that keeps the fire burning, spreading “Word Sound & 
Power” with the teachings of His Majesty Emperor Haile 
Selassie I.

“THT heard a call for more reggae and roots music in 
Addison County, and we are proud to present this trio 
of talented artists,” said Lisa Mitchell, THT Executive 
Director. “Come dance or kick back and enjoy the show 
— it’s sure to be a cure for the winter blues.”

Tickets are $2,2 and are available online at 
townhalltheater.org, by calling 802-382-9222, or at the 
door.

O

802-443-MIDD (6433)  •  go.middlebury.edu/pas

The Wilds
February 24 and 25  n  7:30 pm  n  $25/20/10/5 
Mahaney Arts Center, Dance Theatre 

Carlton Livingston (left) and Prince Negasi (right) will perform together on the Town Hall Theater’s 
stage in Middlebury on Saturday, Feb. 25, at 7 p.m.

Get the Addy Indy EVERY WEEK  
for just $50/year.

SUBSCRIBE

A D D I S O N I N D E P E N D E N T . C O M
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Don’t miss the ‘Party Called Life’ at Jackson Gallery

Edgewater galleries show abstracts in February

Brandon artists Fran Bull and Robert Black 
are getting ready to close their exhibit at the 
Jackson Gallery in the lower level of the Town 
Hall Theater on Feb. 18. The exhibit “We’re 
All At A Party Called Life On Earth” features 
brightly painted sculpture inspired by ancient 
Greek and Roman marble carvings recently 
discovered to have been fully painted. Don’t 
miss your chance to see this cozy, colorful 
installation.

Fun fact: the large backdrops for the sculptural 
characters in this show are actually three 
stage flats that Bull made in 2004 for the 

Opera Company of Middlebury’s production of 
“Carmen.”

“The underlying message of this show is 
propelled into the world,” Bull explained. 
“We’re one species of wildly diverse humans 
on a tiny planet spinning around in the 
universe, and we need to live together in 
peace. A quixotic mission, to be sure.”

The Jackson Gallery in Town Hall Theater’s 
lower level is open Monday-Friday from 12-5 
p.m., as well as during performances.

“The Way I See It” a solo exhibition of 
paintings by Lynn Johnson. On view Feb. 
21-March 22, at Edgewater Gallery on the 
Green, 6 Merchants Row in Middlebury. 
Johnson is a still life painter who describes 
her large scale works on canvas and paper 
as a dialogue between abstraction and 
representation. She finds inspiration in 
industrialized forms juxtaposed against 
those that are organic, asymmetrical, and 
perfectly imperfect. It’s all about movement, 
gesture and being messy, spontaneous and 
impulsive. 

For more information visit edgewatergallery.
com, call the gallery at 802-989-7419 or email 
info@edgewatergallery-vt.com.

“Inner Landscapes,” a collection of paintings 
by Sara Katz, is on view at Edgewater Gallery 
at the Falls, 1 Mill Street in Middlebury, 
through February.

Katz’s exhibition of abstract paintings is based 
on an exploration of botanical forms. Katz 
was raised in Cabot, Vt., on a vegetable farm 
with a greenhouse and nursery and therefore 
often returns to the study of plant life which 
is both a familiar and important theme in her 
life. In this series the forms dance with bold 
colors and dynamic compositions filled with 
movement and energy.

For more information visit edgewatergallery.
com, call 802-458-0098 or email info@
edgewatergallery-vt.com.

ART O N  E X H I B I T

See the colorful works on display by Fran Bull and 
Robert Black before they’re gone on Feb. 18.

“Lily” by Lynn Johnson, 40x40, $4,200. This 
and other works by Johnson are on display at 
Edgewater Gallery on the Green through March 22.

Katy Foote Christy Lynn Jesse NorfordTom Van SantJenna Hunsinger

Call us today to 
talk about your 

marketing goals!ADVERTISE WITH US

A D S @ A D D I S O N I N D E P E N D E N T . C O M  8 0 2 - 3 8 8 - 4 9 4 4
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SEE EXHIBITS ON PAGE 14

ARIES: March 21/April 20. Opportunity awaits 
you, Aries. You just need to know where to look 
to get the best deal. Start chasing after your 
heart’s desire because 
you could just get it this 
week.

TAURUS: April 21/May 
21. A financial windfall 
could be just over the 
horizon, Taurus. Stay the 
course over the next 
several days and wait 
and see what falls into 
your lap. You may be 
very surprised.

GEMINI: May 22/June 
21. People in your life 
want the best for you, 
Gemini. Accept their 
support and good 
wishes and use each 
as a guiding light when 
challenges arise.

CANCER: June 22/July 
22. The stars are all but 
shouting that you need 
some self-care right 
now, Cancer. Put aside 
all of the tasks you think 
you need to do and turn 
attention to tending to 
your own needs.  

LEO: July 23/Aug. 
23. Leo, your love 
interest seems like 
he or she is keeping 
something from you, 
but avoid drawing any 
conclusions. A surprise 
may be in store for you.

VIRGO: Aug. 24/Sept. 
22. Virgo, take it slow 
may be the advice that is coming your way, 
but that might be hard right now. Your time is 
in demand and many people are seeking your 
expertise. Take a breath.

LIBRA: Sept. 23/Oct. 23. You don’t have to travel 
too far to find happiness this week, Libra. It’s in 
all the small things around you. No extraordinary 

gestures are needed to 
make you smile.

SCORPIO: Oct. 24/
Nov. 22. Scorpio, a 
potential love match 
could be on the 
horizon. Approach this 
with caution, but don’t 
be afraid to share your 
thoughts and dreams 
with someone special.

SAGITTARIUS: Nov. 
23/Dec. 21. Be careful 
when sharing your 
deepest desires and 
secrets, Sagittarius. 
There are many people 
you can trust, so make 
an effort to identify 
them before opening 
up.

CAPRICORN: Dec. 
22/Jan. 20. Capricorn, 
your dreams can take 
you far, but smarts and 
action need to factor 
into the equation as 
well. Start fleshing 
out your plan and get 
moving.

AQUARIUS: Jan. 21/
Feb. 18. Your friends 
can be a great help 
when you need some 
relationship advice this 
week, Aquarius. Seek 
their input and factor it 
into any decision you 
make.

PISCES: Feb. 19/March 20. Pisces, if a friend or 
family member causes drama for you, don’t let 
it get in your way. Offer to help but be ready for 
this person to seek their own path.

OPEN: M-F 10-5 and Saturday 9:30-4

260 Court Street, Middlebury, Vt. 05753
802-388-3559   www.middleburysewnvac.com

Offer valid Feb. 1 - 28, 2023GET DETAILSGET DETAILS

with purchase of a
creativecreative
iconicon™™ 2 2

Enjoy a

$1,000$1,000
IN-STOREIN-STORE

SHOPPING SHOPPING 
SPREESPREE

Friendly Service! Convenient Location!
Located in The Little Red School House 

on Route 7 South, Middlebury
Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30, Sat. 10-2 

MiddleburyFloralAndGifts.com

388-2800

BRISTOL • VT

 

453-7799

Tues-Thurs 11am-5pm
Fri 11-7pm, Sat 10am-5pm
Sun 11-3pm • Closed Mon

Don’t ewe think
it’s time to get

some wool?

hermitthrushfiberco.com

FEB. 16 — Mahershala Ali, actor (49)
FEB. 17 — Les Brown, author (78)
FEB. 18 — Toni Morrison, novelist, Nobel 
Laureate (d)

FEB. 19 — Smokey Robinson, singer, 
songwriter & producer (83) 
FEB. 20 — Trevor Noah, comedian (39)
FEB. 21 — Nina Simone, musician, jazz singer (d)
FEB. 22 — Julius “Dr. J” Irving, basketball 
player (73)

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

ART
O N  E X H I B I T

BRANDON ARTISTS GUILD
7 Center St, Brandon
brandonartistsguild.org | 802-247-4956

“2023 Student Art Show.” It’s the annual artapalooza! 
Every February BAG stages an art explosion, filling 
the gallery with work from students in the Brandon 
elementary school, middle and high schools. On 
view Feb. 3-26. Student visitors to the gallery can 
enter a raffle to win art supplies, too.

EDGEWATER AT THE FALLS
1 Mill Street, Middlebury
Visit edgewatergallery.com, call 802-458-0098 or email 
info@edgewatergallery-vt.com for more info.

“Inner Landscapes,” a new collection of abstract 
paintings by Sara Katz based on an exploration of 
botanical forms. Katz was raised in Cabot, Vt., on a 
vegetable farm with a greenhouse and nursery and 
therefore often returns to the study of plant life, which 
is both a familiar and important theme in her life. In this 
series the forms dance with bold colors and dynamic 
compositions filled with movement and energy. On 
view through February.

EDGEWATER GALLERy  
ON THE GREEN 
6 Merchants Row, Middlebury
Visit edgewatergallery.com, call the gallery at 802-989-
7419 or email info@edgewatergallery-vt.com.

“The Way I See It” a solo exhibition of paintings by Lynn 
Johnson. Johnson is a still life painter who describes her 
large scale works on canvas and paper as a dialogue 
between abstraction and representation. She finds 
inspiration in industrialized forms juxtaposed against 
those that are organic, asymmetrical, and perfectly 
imperfect.  It’s all about movement, gesture and being 
messy, spontaneous and impulsive. On view Feb. 
21-March 22.

JACKSON GALLERy
68 S Pleasant Street, Middlebury
Visit townhalltheater.org/jackson-gallery or call 802-
382-9222 for more info.

“We’re All At A Party Called Life On Earth!” An art 
installation celebrating humanity, harmony, and 
diversity, by Fran Bull and Robert Black. The exhibit 
will be on view through Feb. 18.

MIDDLEBURy COLLEGE  
MUSEUM OF ART
72 Porter Field Rd, Middlebury
For more info visit middlebury.edu/museum/exhibitions.

“Urban Cadence: Street Scenes from Lagos 
and Johannesburg” features work by Akinbode 
Akinbiyi, Akintunde Akinleye, Kelechi Amadi-Obi, 
Jude Anogwih, Jodi Bieber, Donna Kukama, Sabelo 
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MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY TELEVISION:

P.O. Box 785, Middlebury, Vt. 05753MCTV SCHEDULE Channels 1071 & 1091
Please see the MCTV website, www.middleburycommunitytv.org, for changes 
in the schedule; MCTV events, classes and news; and to view many programs 

online. Submit listings to the above address, or call 388-3062.

MCTV Channel 1071
Friday, February 17
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight
7:30 a.m. Congregational Church Service
10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs 
4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Church
5:30 p.m. Energy Week
6:30 p.m. State House 
Saturday, February 18
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight 
7 a.m. Green Mountain Care (GMC) 

Board
8 a.m. Dr. John Campbell
9 a.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
10 a.m. Selectboard, GMC Board, 

State House
4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Service
5:30 p.m. Eckankar
6:00 p.m. Energy Week
7:00 p.m. Catholic Mass
7:30 p.m. State House
9 p.m. RAND Early Care and 

Education Financing Study & All-Payer 
Model Report 

11 p.m. State House – Medidcaid 101 
& Blueprint for Health

Sunday, February 19
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight 
7 a.m. GMC Board

8 a.m. Dr. John Campbell
9 a.m. Catholic Mass
10 a.m. Energy Week
11 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
3 p.m. GMC Board
4 p.m. Congregational Service
5:30 p.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
6:30 p.m. Eckankar
7 p.m. Catholic Mass
7:30 p.m. RAND Study
9:30 p.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
Monday, February 20
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight
9 a.m. Energy Week
10 a.m. Select Board, Public Affairs
7 p.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
8 p.m. Dr. John Campbell
Tuesday, February 21
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight
5 a.m. Energy Week
6 a.m. Dr. John Campbell
9:30 a.m. Eckankar
10 a.m. Select Board, Public Affairs
4 p.m. Congregational Service
5:30 p.m. Energy Week
7 p.m. Select Board, Public Affairs
Wednesday, February 22
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight
5:30 a.m. Montpelier Happy Hour

6:30 a.m. Energy Week
7:30 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
9:30 a.m. Catholic Mass
10 a.m. Select Board, Public Affairs
5 p.m. Dr. John Campbell
6 p.m. Energy Week
7 p.m. Select Board, Public Affairs
Thursday, February 23
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight
8 a.m. Congregational Service
11 a.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
12 p.m. Select Board, Public Affairs
8 p.m. Energy Week
9 p.m. Eckankar  
10 p.m. Dr. John Campbell

MCTV Channel 1091 
Friday, February 17
5 a.m. Music in the Morning
12 p.m. The Ilsley 100 Project - Public 

Meetings
5:30 p.m. School Board Meetings
10 p.m. 15 years in the Himalayas - An 

Accidental Humanitarian
Saturday, February 18
4 a.m. Yoga
5 a.m. Music in the Morning
6:07 a.m. Vermont Master Naturalist 

8 a.m.  A Glacial and Post Glacial 
History of the Woodbury Area

9:30 a.m. The Ilsley 100 Project
12 p.m. School Board Meetings
2:55 p.m. Feeding the Homesead - 18th-

Century Gardeners
4 p.m.  The World Fusion Show
4:30 p.m. Yoga for Kids
5 p.m. All Things LGTQ
6 p.m. The Ilsley 100 Project
8:30 p.m. Moments with Melinda, 

Interview with Jon Erickson
9 p.m. Milton Artist’s Guild
9:30 p.m. Owls of New England
Sunday, February 19
12 a.m. State Board of Education 
5 a.m. Music in the Morning
8:30 a.m. The Ilsley 100 Project
11 a.m. State Board of Education 10:35 
4 p.m. All Things LGBTQ 
5 p.m. 15 years in the Himalayas
5:50 p.m. Wintering Birds
6:35 p.m. Author Talk – Jo Brunini
8 p.m. Feeding the Homestead
Monday, February 20
5 a.m. Yoga
8 a.m. School Board Meetings
12 p.m. The Ilsley 100 Project
2:20 p.m. Author Talk – Jo Brunini

4 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
5 p.m. Milton Artist’s Guild
5:30 p.m. Owls of New England
6:45 p.m. State Board of Education
9 p.m. State House Education 

Meetings
Tuesday, February 21
7 a.m. School Board Meetings
1 p.m. All Things LGBTQ 
2 p.m. Vermont Master Naturalist
4 p.m. Moments with Melinda
4:30 p.m. Yoga for Kids
5:30 p.m. State Board of Education
Wednesday, February 22
6:30 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
7:30 a.m. Author Talk - Jo Brunini
12 p.m. State House Education 

Meetings 
6 p.m. School Board Meetings
Thursday, February 23
5 a.m. Yoga
9 a.m. School Board Meetings
4:30 p.m. Yoga for Kids
5 p.m. All Things LGTQ
6 p.m Vermont Master Naturalist
7 p.m. Wintering Birds
7:45 p.m. Owls of New England
9 p.m. Author Talk - Jo Brunini

THURSDAY, FEB. 16
UNCLE JOE IN CORNWALL. Thursday, Feb. 16, 7 
p.m., Cornwall Congregational Church, Route 30. 
Cornwall Community Coffee House welcomes 
Uncle Joe, a band that has steadily been gaining 
popularity throughout Addison County over the past 
couple years. What began as a side project for three 
members of Blues Without Borders has grown into 
so much more. Expect to hear a variety of folk, rock, 
blues, folk-rock and Americana. There’s no entry fee, 
but cash donations for the performers are graciously 
accepted.  Refreshments provided by the Friends of 
Cornwall School.

“THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST” IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, Feb. 16, 7:30 p.m., 
Town Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. Middlebury 
Community Players proudly presents its February 
2023 production of Oscar Wilde’s classic comedy. 
Set in late-19th century England, the play pokes fun 
at the pretentiousness of the upper-class Victorian 
society that forces Jack and Algernon to create 
fictitious lives to avoid the social repercussions of 
their seemingly less attractive lifestyles. Tickets $14 
(opening night)/$19 all other performances, available 
at townhalltheater.org or 802-382-9222.

FRIDAY, FEB. 17
SAS CAREY BOOK LAUNCH IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, 
Feb. 17, 7 p.m., Champlain Valley Unitarian Universalist 
Society, 2 Duane Ct. Sas Carey will launch her book 
“Marrying Mongolia: A Memoir” at this event. Find out 
what led Carey to end up in Mongolia’s Taiga with 
Dukha reindeer herders. Signed and personalized 
copies of the book will be available.

“THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST” IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Friday, Feb. 17, 7:30 p.m., Town Hall 

Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. (See Feb. 16 listing.)

SATURDAY, FEB. 18
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE OR SNOWSHOE IN 
SHELBURNE. Saturday, Feb. 18, Shelburne Farms. 
Walk or snowshoe the Farm Trail from the Welcome 
Center. Moderately difficult 4-5 miles. Bring a snack 
or lunch, water, and dress to the weather in thermal 
layers (avoid cotton). Ankle gaiters and hiking 
poles are recommended. Be prepared for ice and 
snow. Contact Ruth Penfield at 802-458-1116 or 
ruthpenfield@gmail.com for details including start 
time. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

1774 HIS MAJESTY’S GARRISON OF TICONDEROGA 
REENACTMENT IN TICONDEROGA, N.Y. Saturday, 
Feb. 18, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Fort Ticonderoga. See Fort 
Ticonderoga on the eve of the American Revolution as 
British soldiers and their families live in this peacetime 
fort on the frontier. Get a hands-on perspective on what 
was it like to be a British soldier, soldier’s wife, or child 
here. Discover how soldiers and their families made a 
comfortable life here at this historic military post.

STORIES FROM VERMONT MIGRANT WORKERS 
IN VERGENNES. Saturday, Feb. 18, 10 a.m., Bixby 
Memorial Library, 258 Main St. A panel of three 
migrant workers from Blue Spruce Farm in Bridport 
will share their personal experiences crossing into the 
U.S. and traveling to Vermont from a small town in 
Oaxaca, Mexico. Come listen to their stories and learn. 
Moderated by Patricia Reid (local advocate) and Julia 
Doucet (Open Door Clinic). The first 20 attendees will 
receive a free copy of the Vermont Reads 2022 book, 
“The Most Costly Journey,” a graphic novel illustrating 
migrant worker stories. 

KING PEDE CARD PARTY IN FERRISBURGH. 
Saturday, Feb. 18, 6:30 p.m., Ferrisburgh Town Hall 

and Community Center, Route 7. A sandwich supper 
followed by an evening of fun and games. King 
Pede is an unusual game that involves “trick-taking” 
techniques such as in Hearts and Spades or Pitch. This 
is a game of fun and skill so come prepared to use 
your strategic thinking.

“THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST” IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, Feb. 18, 7:30 p.m., Town Hall 
Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. (See Feb. 16 listing.)

SUNDAY, FEB. 19
CHAMPLAIN VALLEY FIDDLERS JAM IN BRANDON. 
Sunday, Feb. 19, 11 a.m.-4 p.m., American Legion, 
Franklin St. Come join the fun. 50/50 raffle, door prize.

NORDIC SKI TOURS IN GOSHEN. Sunday, Feb. 19, 9 
a.m.-1 p.m., Blueberry Hill outdoor Center, Goshen 
Rd. Frost Mountain Nordic is offering three tours at 
the Blueberry Hill Outdoor Center — a 5K route on 
Hogback Mountain, a 10K route on Hogback and 
Stewart Trail loop, and a 15K route on Romance 
Mountain or Widows Clearing loop. The 15K loop 
begins at 9 a.m. and the other at 10 a.m. Suggested 
trail fee of $15, to be split between Frost Mountain 
Nordic and Blueberry Hill Outdoor Center. All are 
welcome. Vegetarian wood-fired pizza will be 
available from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. for $15 adults/ $9 kids 
6-12/kids 5 and under free.

“THE SUMMER OF WALTER HACKS” ON SCREEN 
IN VERGENNES. Sunday, Feb. 19, 2 p.m., Vergennes 
Opera House, 120 Main St. Join your neighbors and 
friends for this rare film screening of the award-
winning Vermont film “The Summer of Walter Hacks,” 
a 1950s-era drama that follows the adventures and 
drama of a young farm boy Walter over one summer 
in 1952. Proceeds will go toward the All Access Project. 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Tickets $7, available at vergennesoperahouse.org.

“THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST” IN 

MIDDLEBURY. Sunday, Feb. 19, 2 p.m., Town Hall 
Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. (See Feb. 16 listing.)

TUESDAY, FEB. 21
ROKEBY VIRTUAL WINTER BOOK DISCUSSION 

GROUP. Tuesday, Feb. 21, 6 p.m., Zoom. The 
Rokeby’s winter reading series continues with “For 
One Day of Freedom” by Blyden B. Jackson Jr. Join 
the discussion. Free. Registration and Zoom link at 
rokeby.org/2023-winter-book-discussion-group-
registration.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 22
YOUTH ICE FISHING CLINIC IN FERRISBURGH. 

Wednesday. Feb. 22, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Lake Champlain 
Maritime Museum, Basin Harbor Rd. CANCELLED due 
to warm weather. More info at lcmm.org/event/ice-
fishing-feb-22.

“TOM SAWYER’S WRECK: STORIES OF THE GOLD-

RUSH ERA STEAMSHIP INDEPENDENCE” IN 

ORWELL. Wednesday, Feb. 22, 7 p.m., Orwell Free 
Library, 473 Main St. Miguel Fernández, professor of 
Luso-Hispanic Studies at Middlebury College, will 
give a presentation on the steamship Independence 
that sank off Isla Margarita, Baja California, in 1853 
and lost 140 passengers of the 430 on board. 
Fernández will describe the wreck, tell stories of 
survivors that were stranded on the island for three 
days before whaling ships came to their rescue and 
took them to San Francisco, and his work with marine 
archaeologists to identify the remains of the wreck. 
More info at orwellfreelibrary.org or 802-948-2041. 
Orwell Free Library

FRIDAY, FEB. 24
YOUTH ICE FISHING CLINIC IN FERRISBURGH. 

Friday. Feb. 24, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Lake Champlain Maritime 
Museum, Basin Harbor Rd. CANCELLED due to warm 
weather. Info atlcmm.org/event/ice-fishing-feb-22.

LAUREL JENKINS DANCE: “THE WILDS” IN 

MIDDLEBURY. Friday, Feb. 24, 7:30 p.m., Dance 
Theater, Mahaney Arts Center, 72 Porter Field Rd. 
Live dancers with motion capture technology and 
simultaneous animation create The Wilds before 
your eyes. Part mythology, part utopian vision, 
the performance echoes patterns of nature, from 
the subatomic to the cosmological, to reveal 
the interconnectedness of all beings. Tickets 
$25/20/10/5; streaming tickets $15/5. More info at 
middlebury.edu/events.

“THE LETTERS OF CHARLOTTE” ON STAGE IN 

BRANDON. Friday, Feb. 24, 7:30 p.m., *RESCHEDULED 
FROM DEC.16* Barn Opera House, 1321 Pearl St. 
It’s Christmas time, and the aging Charlotte is 
reminiscing about her time with her first love, 
the poet Werther. Told through a series of letters 
and flashbacks, Goethe’s story is a tremendously 
tragic love story made even more powerful by the 

passionate music of Massenet Experience this 
adaptation of Massenet’s “Werther” in the intimate 
Barn Opera Hall. Tickets $45-$55, available at 
barnopera.com/tickets. 

SATURDAY, FEB. 25
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB SNOWSHOE TO EXPLORE 

IN BRANDON. Saturday, Feb. 25, Brandon Gap. Explore 
the Brandon back country area, climb Sunrise Bowl 
and Goshen Mountain. Wander through the open 
woods off the Long Trail and be inspired by the snow. 
Snowshoes required, poles suggested. Contact Ellen 
Cronan for details and to register, ecronana@yahoo.
com. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

LEARN TO ICE FISH IN ORWELL. Saturday, Feb. 25, 
10 a.m., Orwell Free Library, 473 Main St. No gear 
needed to participate. Learn about gear, technique, 
and safety. Taught by Dan Redondo, certified Let’s Go 
Fishing instructor. This event is on Lake Champlain and 
weather/ice permitting. More info at orwellfreelibrary.
org or 802-948-2041.

LEGO CONTEST AND EXHIBIT IN VERGENNES. 

Saturday, Feb. 25, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Bixby Memorial 
Library, 258 Main St. Hosted by Bixby Library and 
the Boys & Girls Club of Greater Vergennes. Entries 
must consist primarily of LEGO, Duplo, Megablocks, 
or other LEGO-compatible plastic bricks and related 
pieces. They must be original creations, not based on 
LEGO-designed kits or instructions found online in a 
magazine, etc. A short and clear narrative describing 
the project’s theme must be included with each entry. 
Registration at tinyurl.com/bixby-lego-2023.

SATTA SOUND AND CARLTON LIVINGSTON IN 

MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, Feb. 
25, 7 p.m., Town Hall Theater, 
68 S. Pleasant St. Satta Sound 
and reggae legend Carlton 
Livingston will be joining forces 
with Prince Negasi live on the 
THT stage. Tickets $22, available 
at tickets@townhalltheater.org, or 
townhalltheater.org

CONTRA DANCE IN CORNWALL. 

Saturday, Feb. 25, 7 p.m., 
Cornwall Town Hall, Route 30. 

The Cornwall contra dance is back with a special 
event featuring calling by Mary Wesley and music 
by Red Dog Riley. No experience necessary. $10, 
sliding scale. Masks required.

LAUREL JENKINS DANCE: “THE WILDS” IN 

MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, Feb. 25, 7:30 p.m., Dance 
Theater, Mahaney Arts Center, 72 Porter Field Road. 
Details in Feb. 24 listing.

THE LETTERS OF CHARLOTTE” ON STAGE 

IN BRANDON. Saturday, Feb. 25, 7:30 p.m., 
*RESCHEDULED FROM DEC.17* Barn Opera House, 
1321 Pearl St. See Feb. 24 listing. 

SUNDAY, FEB. 26
“SOPHIA” STAGED READING IN MIDDLEBURY. 

Sunday, Feb. 26, 4 p.m., Byers Studio, Town Hall 
Theater Studio, 68 S. Peasant St. Middlebury Acting 
Company commences its 2023 Cutting Edge 
Staged Play Reading Series with this play by Claire 
Kiechel. Before the Nicene Creed in AD 325, before 
Christianity became the official religion of the Roman 
Empire, women were preachers and prophetesses 
for The Way. This is a story about one of them who 
has a final chance to have her story heard, until it is 
lost to the annals of history. Set in both 2016 and 216, 
Sophia tells a new story about an ancient book. A 
talk-back with the actors and director will follow the 
performance.

TUESDAY, FEB. 28
PHOTOGRAPHY OPENING RECEPTION IN 

MIDDLEBURY. Tuesday, Feb. 28, 5-7 p.m., Jackson 
Gallery, town Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. Come 
see “The Art of Mycology: Mushroom Photographs by 
Meg Madden” and meet the artist behind the buzz. 
An experienced photographer, Madden began to 
collect images of the fungi she spotted on her treks 
and began sharing them on an Instagram account 
that has since acquired over 43,000 followers. The 
Jackson Gallery will exhibit a selection of these 
portraits enlarged as framed archival prints for 
viewing and purchase.

COME HEAR  THREE MIGRANT 
WORKERS SHARE THEIR PERSONAL 
EXPERIENCES CROSSING INTO THE 
U.S. AND TRAVELING TO VERMONT 
FROM MEXICO. HELD ON SATURDAY, 
FEB. 18, 10 A.M., AT THE BIXBY 
MEMORIAL LIBRARY IN VERGENNES. 
FREE. 

picktop

STARS
read the

and the newspaper
Enlightening horoscopes for 

you every Thursday! 
See page 5
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MiniBury
A RELIABLE RESOURCE FOR PARENTS SEEKING FAMILY-FRIENDLY EVENTS, ACTIVITIES, CAMPS AND CLASSES IN AND AROUND MIDDLEBURY

Wonderful Wonderfeet
One of my favorite places to take my kids when they were little, 
Wonderfeet Kids Museum, is about to move into a new home — and 
triple in size! — in downtown Rutland. The museum, which is filled to 
the brim with “exhibits” that encourage hands-on play, will be closed 
for all of March and April while it is moved out of the former bank 
building on Center Street it has occupied for the last eight years. 

When Wonderfeet reopens in May, you’ll find an upgraded version — 
with several new exhibits, classrooms and eventually a rooftop garden 
— in the Green Mountain Power Energy Innovation Center on Rutland’s 
Merchants Row. I can’t wait to go check it out this spring!

MiniBury.com
THINGS TO DO    MEET PARENTS & FRIENDS   

NEWS FOR FAMILIES    TIPS, TRICKS & TRENDS    CALENDAR

A PARTNERSHIP WITH THE ADDY INDY

SKI TOUR & PIZZA
Sunday, Feb. 19, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Blueberry Hill Outdoor Center in 
Goshen
Families join guided ski tours of three different lengths, or ski on their 
own, then enjoy wood-fired pizza for lunch, thanks to a collaborative 
effort by Frost Mountain Nordic and Blueberry Hill Outdoor Center. 

LIGHTEN UP LANTERN WALK
Saturday, Feb. 25, 5:30 to 7 p.m. at Middlebury’s Riverside Park
Bring your own lantern to this festive community gathering featuring 
campfires, music and twinkly lights.

See more online
Coming Up

Case of the Mondays?
Want to shake off that Monday feeling? Bring your family to the Mary 
Hogan Elementary School gym between 6:30 and 8 p.m. any Monday 
night in February or March to play disc golf games, practice putting, make 
new friends and hang out. Don’t have a disc? There are plenty to share.

Calling all artsy kids
Here’s a really cool opportunity 
for young artists in our 
community: There’s still time to 
submit to a Northern Daughters 
exhibit featuring work by artists 
under 18. The deadline is Feb. 17. 
Pieces will be auctioned off at an 
opening reception in March to 
raise money for the Boys & Girls 
Club of Greater Vergennes. 

MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE 
WINTER CARNIVAL  
ICE SHOW
Saturday, Feb. 18, 7 p.m. 
& Sunday, Feb. 19, 2 p.m. 
at Middlebury College’s 
Kenyon Arena
Figure skaters of all 
ages take to the ice in 
costume for this beloved 
annual performance. 
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ACROSS
1. River in Tuscany
5. A way to represent
8. Rocker’s guitar
12. Civil Rights group
14. Brew
15. Scratch
16. W. Asian country
18. The Eye Network
19. Clarified butter
20. Part of the 
Cascade Range
21. Downwind
22. A way to steer
23. Loop
26. Not ingested
30. Swampy 
coniferous forest
31. Musician

32. Signing
33. Containing iron
34. Part of a theorem 
or proof
39. Veterans 
battleground (slang)
42. Of enormous 
proportions
44. Italian city
46. Come before
47. Balm
49. Undergarments
50. Male parent
51. Ropes
56. Ear part
57. Investment 
vehicle
58. Dictator
59. Cain and __

60. A type of code
61. Border river 
along India and 
Nepal
62. It’s what’s for 
dinner
63. Consume
64. Christian __, 
designer

DOWN
1. Cuckoos
2. Skin issue
3. City in central 
Japan
4. Sorrels
5. Twinned diamond
6. Canadian province
7. Monetary units

Sudoku
Each Sudoku puzzle 
consists of a 9x9 
grid that has been 
subdivided into nine 
smaller grids of 3x3 
squares. To solve 
the puzzle each row, 
column and box must 
contain each of the 
numbers 1 to 9. Puzzles 
come in three grades: 
easy, medium and 
difficult. 

Level: Medium

This week’s puzzle solutions can be found on Page 13.

8. Head honcho
9. Goddess of 
wisdom
10. Part of a play
11. Get rid of
13. Applicant
17. Bowling alleys 
have many
24. Explosive
25. “The Say Hey 
Kid”
26. Ultrahigh 
frequency

27. No (Scottish)
28. Make a mistake
29. Credit card term
35. Keyboard key
36. Woman (French)
37. In the middle of
38. Score perfectly
40. Coat a metal 
with an oxide coat
41. Deadly disease
42. A place to dock 
a boat (abbr.)
43. Belch

44. Member of U.S. 
Navy
45. “In __”: separate 
from others
47. Examine 
extensively
48. Adjust
49. Tattle
52. Actor Pitt
53. Gulls
54. Within
55. Exceptionally 
talented performer

52 Main St
Middlebury, VT 05753
(802) 989-7225

Tuesday-Saturday 
10:30 AM - 5:30 PM

info@sparrowartsupply.com
sparrowartsupply.com
@sparrowartsupply

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO VIEW OUR

ON VIEW ON OUR WEBSITE
Visit sparrowartsupply.com!

Happy Valentine’s Day!!

A virtual exhibit displaying hand-crafted 
gestures of love by 20 local artists of all ages!

Valentine’s Day 
Card Exchange!

Card by Kate Beaman-Martinez and Courtney Allenson

s p o n s o r e d  byPUZZLESPUZZLES
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ebruary 20-26 is National Invasive 
Species Awareness Week. Each year, 
organizations around the country use 
this week to raise awareness about 
invasive species, the threat they pose 
and how to prevent their spread.

Most invasive insect infestations are 
first discovered by 
alert community 
members with early 
detection being the 

key to slowing the spread, if not eradicating 
these pests. In Vermont three invasive forest 
pests of concern to watch for are the hemlock 
woolly adelgid, beech leaf disease and 
spotted lanternfly.

For information and help in identifying these 
pests, visit vtinvasives.org. If you spot signs of 
any of these, please take photos and click on 
the “Report It!” link on the website to report 
your findings.

HEMLOCK WOOLLY ADELGID
Hemlock trees are a keystone species in 

northern forests, providing food, shelter 
and shade to wildlife across the region. The 
hemlock woolly adelgid, a small, aphid-
like insect that feeds on sap at the base of 
hemlock needles, threatens this important 
tree. It is currently present in Windham, 
Windsor and Bennington counties but has the 
potential to move north.

Winter is the perfect time to look for signs of 
this pest. Check the underside of hemlock 
branches for small, white, cottony masses 
lined up along the twigs.

Birds spread this tiny insect on their feet and 
feathers. To help prevent the spread, don’t 
put bird feeders near hemlock trees, and take 
bird feeders down during spring and summer. 
If visiting an infested area, clean off your 
footwear, backpacks and any outdoor gear 
before leaving to avoid introducing the pest to 
non-infested areas.

BEECH LEAF DISEASE
Beech trees are an important species for 
Vermont’s wildlife. Beech nuts are a food 

source for many animals. Cavities provide 
nesting spaces and dens for both birds and 
mammals.

Beech leaf disease was first discovered in 
North America in Ohio in 2012. Although 
not yet detected in Vermont, it has been 
found in 12 states including New Hampshire, 
Massachusetts and New York. 

The disease is caused by a nematode 
(Litylenchus crenatae mccannii) introduced 
from Japan. It affects both American 
and European beech trees, causing leaf 
deformation, dieback and mortality of infested 
hosts.

You can check for beech leaf disease once 
the leaves unfurl in the spring. Infested leaves 
may have a dark striping pattern parallel to the 
leaf veins. The darkened area is slightly raised 
and thicker than the rest of the leaf tissue. It is 
most apparent when viewing from below.

You may see aborted buds, which appear 
as crispy empty buds on an infested branch. 
Lighter colored striping may occur. Leaves 
may become curled or shriveled, discolored 
and deformed.

SPOTTED LANTERNFLY
Spotted Lanternfly is a sap-feeding insect 
that has caused considerable damage to 
vineyards, orchards and other agricultural 
commodities in states where it has become 
established. This pest harms grapevines, 
hops and more than 100 other host plants. 
In addition, it has had a significant impact 
on outdoor recreation when populations are 
high and adult lanternflies are swarming in 
large numbers, coating surfaces with sticky 
honeydew.

This pest was first discovered in Pennsylvania 
in 2014, and infestation has since spread to 14 
states including Massachusetts, Connecticut, 
Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey and New 
York. While no established populations have 
been found in Vermont, it’s important to be on 
the lookout for this invasive insect to prevent it 
from becoming established here.

All phases of this insect are strong hitchhikers 
and can easily be moved long distances on 

GARDENER
A S K  A  M A S T E R

I N VA S I V E  S P E C I E S  A W A R E N E S S  W E E K

Ginger Nickerson, 
who is based in 
the University of 

Vermont Extension 
office in Berlin, is 

the Extension forest 
pest education 

coordinator.

A dark striping pattern parallel to the leaf veins on the leaves of American and European beech trees is a sign of beech 
leaf disease. PHOTO: YONGHAO LI, CONNECTICUT AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION, BUGWOOD.ORG

GINGER
 NICKERSON

BY

F

SEE INVASIVES ON PAGE 15



Addison Independent | ARTS+LEISURE | Thursday, February 16, 2023 — PAGE 11

 Pets In Need
HOMEWARD BOUND

 Addison County’s Humane Society

Miss Piggy & Gizmo
Miss Piggy & Gizmo are a bonded 
pair of female Guinea Pigs between 
1.5 and 2 years old. They love each 
other very much and like to cuddle 
in cozy spots together; if they are 
separated they will squeak to call 
the other one back! Miss Piggy 
and Gizmo like to be gently held 
and given back scratches. They 
make cute little ‘chirping’ noises in 
your arms to ask for more love. They are very versatile and 
would be great with kids if they can be gentle and slow in the 
beginning. New changes in their environment can be scary at 
first. Other pets are fine as long as they can give them their 
space and are friendly to little critters. Miss Piggy and Gizmo 
just want a home with people who will give them the time and 
attention they deserve!

Chaka
Chaka is an independent 6-year-
old who needs a home where she is 
free to be herself! She has started 
to seek out attention from our staff 

members and volunteers now that 
she has a bigger space to herself. 

Chaka spends most of her time in a 
hidey-hole but will meow and come out 

when someone enters the room. She likes head rubs and 
treats, but still prefers to not be picked up. Chaka has not 
gotten along with dogs or cats here in the shelter and it causes 
her extra stress.

Joanie (spayed, 1-year-old) & 
Franklin (neutered, 2 years old) are 
an adorable bonded pair of rabbits. 
They are a bit on the shy and timid 

side, but they’ve been working hard on 
their socialization with shelter staff and 

it’s going well so far. Joanie and Franklin 
are starting to trust humans more and more every day and 
get lots of yummy treats in the process! They would do best in 
a quiet home and would be okay living with other pets as long 
as they are rabbit-friendly. They can also live with children who 
know how to be gentle and can be slow with them.

Want to learn more?
Call or check our website. We may have a pet for you!

802-388-1100 | HomewardBoundAnimals.org
236 Boardman Street | Middlebury, VT

Ella
Ella is a 6-year-old spayed female. 
She has always been an indoor-only 
cat who mostly enjoys lounging 
her day away and doesn’t show 
much interest in playing. Ella is 
independent, quiet, and very sweet. 
The only times she is not quiet is 
at feeding time and if her litter box 
needs changing and then she will let 
you know just how she’s feeling! She 
doesn’t enjoy being picked up and would prefer to just be next 
to you. She might be better homed with older kids who would 
understand her boundaries. Ella has not lived with other cats 
or dogs. She tolerates dogs if they are in the area, but is clearly 
more at ease when they leave.

Joanie & Franklin

Proud to help you provide quality care for all of your pets,
we know your animal companions are a central part of your life! 

PET FOOD
Quality Brands Including:

ASK ABOUT OURPet Food ClubEarn rewards for your purchases!

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
338 Exchange Street, Middlebury

388-4937 • www.MiddleburyAgway.com
Mon - Fri 8-6 • Sat 8-5 • Sundays 9-4

Open 
7 days

Join our email list
 for preferred

customer savings!

TOYS &
TREATS

SELF SERVEAccessories
 & Grooming 

Supplies
Leashes • Harnesses 
Collars • Clothing 

Food Dishes 
Storage Bins 

 Beds & Baskets
Brushes, shampoos, skin treatment, ointments to keep your

pets’ coats healthy and problem free!
Kennels, Dog Houses & Carrying Cases
Come in and check the variety we have in stock!

   Large & Small Animal Products
    • Feed • Supplements • Training & Grooming Supplies
    • Cages, Foods, Treats & Bedding 
    • Bird food, toys and cages
    • Basics for fish, too!

Everything you need for pet support!

Feeders,
 Seed & Suet, 

Houses & 
Accessories.

Wild Bird 
Supplies

YOUR YARD, GARDEN AND PET PLACE™   •  www.middleburyagway.com

Think of Agway when you think of your pets!

ebruary is 
National Pet 
Dental Health 
Month, and 
the Vermont 
Veterinary 
Medical 
Association 
wants to 

remind pet owners that 
dental disease affects dogs 
and cats much the same 
as humans. Bad breath can 
be a sign of dental disease 
and possibly other serious 
health problems as well. 
When tartar accumulates 
on your pets’ teeth, it 
pushes up under the gums 
and causes infection, pain, 
and that horrible smell you 
notice when your pet wants 
to lick your face. What’s 
more, dental disease is 
painful, and your dog or 
cat will not cry out or stop 
eating to show you it hurts. 
(After all, the alternative is 
to starve.)

By the age of just three, 
about 80% of dogs and 70% 
of cats have some form of 
dental disease. It may sound 
young, but remember, dogs 
and cats age faster than 
humans. Many of these 
pets have periodontal 
disease (infection around 
the tooth roots and 
surrounding bone), which 
— if left untreated — can 
lead to abscesses, pain, and 
ultimately loss of the teeth.

You can help your pet by 
keeping an eye out for clues 
that something is wrong. 
Although most dental 
disease occurs below the 
gumline — where you can’t 
see it — you may notice red, 
swollen gums, bad breath, 
teeth that are broken, loose, 
abnormally colored, or 
covered in tartar, abnormal 
chewing, drooling, or 
dropping food, bleeding or 
swelling in or around the 
mouth, shying away from 
you when you try to pet its 
head or seeming bothered 
when you touch the face 

area, or frequent pawing 
or rubbing at the face or 
mouth.

It’s never too late to start 
taking care of your pet’s 
teeth. Routine cleanings 
by your veterinarian can 
help prevent or treat 
periodontal disease, 
saving you money and 
your pet pain in the long 
run. Cleanings also allow 
for complete examination 

of the mouth, to look for 
hidden health problems. 
Your veterinarian can 
advise you how often 
your pet should have 

a dental cleaning. Be 
aware that the ‘cleaning’ 
that some groomers and 
pet stores provide is not 
recommended (or legal in 
some states) and does not 
address the disease present 
where it occurs the most: 
under the gumline.

In between cleanings, 
brushing your pet’s teeth 

It’s pet dental health month

F
SEE PETS ON PAGE 14

KATHLEEN
 SHAW, DVM

BY
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he answer lies somewhere between 
the seller’s motivation, the buyer’s 
desperation to find a house in a tight 
market and both parties’ willingness 
to negotiate. The available inventory 
in the entire State of Vermont (as of 
2/7/23) for all classes (single family, 
multi-family, land, commercial, etc) is 
2,038. As a comparison, that inventory 

number in February 2017 was 12,902. That 
number dropped to 9,346 in February 2019 
and by February 2021 it was listed as 2,655.

In any industry, when demand outweighs 
supply you have an imbalance in the market 
— that is precisely what’s been happening in 
Vermont and especially in Addison County. 

In most cases, when properties come on the 
market and are priced appropriately, there are 
multiple showings over several days, multiple 
offers with a wide variety of conditions (or 
none at all!) and the seller is making a decision 
on which offer to negotiate with or accept 
within 7-10 days of the property hitting the 
market.

There are strategies to employ, whether you’re 
a buyer or a seller, to get the most out of 
this market. As a seller, you’re likely looking 
to maximize the value of your property. As 
a buyer, your goal might simply be getting 
the contract. The nuances are vast and 
having the help of a professional is certainly 
recommended.

We’ve noticed a shift in the market recently 
and there seem to be a few more houses 
coming on the market at a slightly faster pace, 
but most of them are selling quickly too. If 
you’re in the market be sure you’re getting the 
information you need as it becomes available 
— this is the only way to be competitive in 
today’s market! If you’re thinking of selling, 
talk to one of us. We can help guide you in a 
direction that feels right to you.

 
Editor’s Note: The statistics above are valid as 
of 2/7/23 and are derived from data from New 
England Real Estate Network (NEREN), which is 
Vermont’s primary Multiple Listing Service.

ADVICE F R O M  A D D I S O N  C O U N T Y  
R E A L  E S T A T E  P R O F E S S I O N A L S

T
Is there a disconnect 
in today’s market?

A M E Y  R Y A N
I PJ  R E A L  E S T A T E

M I D D L E B U R Y

The Addison Independent asked seven local real 
estate professionals for advice on understanding 

the housing market in Addison County. These 
columns will be published weekly here in the 

Arts+Leisure section. 

32 Merchants Row, Middlebury, VT  
802-388-9836  •  www.vtregroup.com

LIGHTEN UP

www.experiencemiddlebury.com/events/lighten-up/

A Celebration 
of Community, 
Music and 
Light!
Bring light to 
our community 
with a lantern 
walk through 
the downtown. 
Saturday, 
February 25th

from 5:30-7:30pm

Community Event
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WALLACE REALTY
48 Mountain Terrace

Bristol, VT 05443
PH 802-453-4670 • FAX 802-453-5898

Visit our websites at:
www.wallacere.com

www.greenbuiltvermont.com

Please call Kelly, Claire, or Tom

EQUAL  
HOUSING   
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 as amended 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons receiving 
public assistance, or an intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will not  knowingly 
accept any advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of discrimination, call 
HUD Toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.

nbmvt.com • 1-877-508-8455 
Bank NMLS #403372

Make the dream of home ownership a reality. 
We can help. Contact us today or apply online.
Beth Buckman | Community Lender | NMLS #41062

estate
real
Now is a great time to buy or sell a property!  
Let our real estate section do the work,  
so you can get cozy with a new home this winter.

Give us a call and we’ll help you connect with  
Addison County homebuyers, sellers & professionals.

ads@addisonindependent.com

Email Christy@addisonindEpEndEnt.Com to find out how.

Add your piece!  Add your piece!  
Be the next sponsor of the puzzle page.

PUZZLEPUZZLE
SOLUTIONS Feb. 16, 2023
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MIDDLEBURY   NEW LISTING!
356 WASHINGTON ST EXT
MLS #4942905 | $299,900
MULTI-FAMILY  |  2160 SF  |  0.90 AC

Fantastic opportunity to own a multi-
family home just a walk, ride or roll 
to downtown Middlebury. Two of 
the four units have been renovated. 
Spacious yard, 1-car garage and 
shed. Recreation out the back door!

CORNWALL   NEW LISTING!
99 LEDGEMONT LANE
MLS #4942560 | $895,000
3 BD  |  3 BA  |  2448 SF  |  11.92 AC

Contemporary home with beautiful 
views sited high on the ledges, 
just three miles from downtown 
Middlebury. Gracious entry, fi eldstone 
fi replace, hardwood fl oors. Large, 
unfi nished bsmnt offers possibilities.

VERGENNES   NEW LISTING!
279 COMMODORE DRIVE
MLS #4942763 | $640,000
3 BD  |  3 BA  |  2234 SF  | 0.49 ACRES

Enjoy both thriving downtown 
Vergennes only moments away and 
the 60 acres of common land out the 
back door. New home with so much to 
offer incl. full, unfi nished basement w/ 
large windows overlooking backyard.

MIDDLEBURY    NEW LISTING!
364 WEYBRIDGE STREET
MLS #4942970 | $1,295,000
4 BD  |  2 BA  |  2053 SF  |  12.60 AC

Rare opportunity to live with 250 feet 
of Otter Creek frontage. This very 
special piece of land gives you direct 
access to fi shing and kayaking, while 
vibrant downtown Middlebury is just 
a short distance down the street. 
Meticulously maintained home in 
the same family for over 40 years. 
Maple fl oors, exposed beams, wood 
stove, and a screened porch that 
overlooks the backyard and the river 
beyond. Upgraded baths. Garage 
with storage. New zoning regulations 
may allow for additional subdivision 
(consider lots along the river?)—this 
property has development potential.

ipjrealestate.com
34 Main Street, downtown Middlebury

info@ipjrealestate.com  |  802.388.4242

is a great way to remove 
plaque and help prevent 
tartar. Not every pet will 
allow this, though! For a 
video on how to brush 
your pet’s teeth, go to 
YouTube and choose the 
American Kennel Club’s 
How to Brush Your Dog’s 

Teeth video. Cat owners in particular may breathe a sigh of 
relief to know there are also many pet products that don’t 
involve brushing the teeth. Look for a seal of approval from 
the Veterinary Oral Health Council (VOHC), and visit their 
website at vohc.org for a list of approved products for dogs 
and cats (both veterinary or over the counter).

Visit the American Veterinary Medical Association’s (AVMA) 
website at avma.org/resources-tools/pet-owners/
petcare/pet-dental-care to learn more about dental health 
and for a variety of materials to show you how you can 
improve the dental (and overall) health of your pets.

PETS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Mlangeni, Uche Okpa-
Iroha, and Jo Ractliffe. 
This exhibit tells the 
multifaceted stories of 
two urban environments 
— Lagos, Nigeria and 
Johannesburg, South 

Africa — experienced through the artistic expressions of 
photography and video. On view Feb. 14-April 23. 

PHOTOPLACE GALLERY
3 Park Street, Middlebury
For more info visit photoplacegallery.com.

“Portals: Windows, Mirrors, Doors,” featuring 35 images 
for exhibition in the gallery, and 40 for the Online 
Gallery. A portal can be an architectural feature: a gate, 
a doorway, a window, a mirror, or a tunnel, that frames 
or isolates or adds a new dimension to the image. In a 
fictional sense, a portal is also a magical doorway that 
connects two locations in space or time. Juried by Laura 
Moya. On view through Feb. 24.

SHELDON MUSEUM
1 Park Street, Middlebury
For more info visit henrysheldonmuseum.org

“Artists in the Archives: Community, History & Collage.” 
Artists from Canada, Denmark, Ireland, Poland, Scotland, 
Ukraine, and several US states created collages to 
explore how the archival material expresses an aspect of 
a community. On view through summer 2023.

SPARROW ART SUPPLY
52 Main Street, Middlebury
Visit sparrowartsupply.com or call 802-989-7225  for more info.

“Magenta,” is an electrifying display of the color 
magenta. Showcasing works by over 50 artists, “Magenta” 
celebrates this vibrant hue across monotone pieces, 
and it appears as a pop of color to bring focus in others. 
This energetic all-media show exudes joy, optimism, 
and bravery, some inspiring qualities to carry throughout 
2023. On view through March 11.

EXHIBITS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5
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fter a two-year hiatus, Winterfest 
returns in full Feb. 17-25, with 
events for all ages and abilities. 
Winterfest has been a Rutland 
staple for 20 years, but what began 
as a four-hour event one day in 
February has blossomed into a 
seven-day festival during winter 
break. This year, Winterfest is 

bringing back crowd favorites like sledding 
down Center Street, Human Foosball, and the 
Real Rutland Feud while adding some future 
favorites to the roster.

“Winterfest has been a long-standing tradition 
in Rutland and after a year off, we are excited 
to bring it back! Over the years the events have 
evolved and so many great memories have 
been created,” said Winterfest event co-chair 
April Cioffi. “Spark some joy and come play at 
Winterfest!”

Coming together as a community in this 
challenging time of year is incredibly important 
for mental and physical health and is the 
reason for throwing a big winter festival. Most 
events are free, and some paid events are 
open to spectators for free.

“Hopefully, people are as excited and 
engaged as they were in the past,” said 
Winterfest event co-chair Russ Marsan. “With 
new people and new sponsors, Winterfest 

is undergoing a renaissance of sorts. There’s 
something for everyone to do: stuff for kids, 
adults and families. This year, there are 
24 different groups including businesses, 
nonprofits, Rutland City, and the Town of 
Brandon: a good group of people.”

Things kick off Friday, Feb. 17, with a snowy 
story walk at Pine Hill Park. On Saturday, 
Giorgetti Arena opens its doors for free 
ice skating from 5-7 p.m. On Tuesday, Feb. 
21, folks can sled down Center Street and 
play or participate in a game of Human 
Foosball. Teams of six compete for the glory. 
Registration is $50 per team and funds go 
to support Come Alive Outside. Spectators 
are welcome to watch the action for free. 
Wednesday morning at 10 a.m., kids and adults 

can wear their P.J.s at the Paramount to watch 
a flick, then join in the Great Bigfoot Chase at 
the Rutland Free Library at 1 p.m. Thursday 
evening at 6 p.m., cornholers of all abilities will 
compete in a mini tournament at the Rutland 
Recreation Center. Friday night at 6:30 p.m., 
bring the kids or a date to Skate with Bigfoot. 
The Loved Ones and Little Ones Dance wraps 
up Winterfest on Saturday, Feb. 25, along 
with the ever-popular Real Rutland Feud at 7 
p.m., at The Paramount Theatre. Tickets to the 
Loved Ones and Little Ones Dance are $15 per 
couple, while tickets to the Real Rutland Feud 
are $30 per person. 

For more information, visit rutlandrec.com/
winterfestevents, call 802-773-1853 or email 
aprilc@rutlandrec.com.

Rutland welcomes the return of Winterfest

A

vehicles and other items. The adults 
will lay eggs on any surface. These 
egg masses are the primary way the 
pest is spread to new locations.

If you are traveling through an 
infested area or ordering plants 
or outdoor items from states with 

infestations, look for irregular egg 
masses that look like dried mud on 
your vehicle and other items. Scrape 
off egg masses and squash any 
nymphs or adults you find to avoid 
spread.

Finally, remember that firewood is 

one of the primary ways that invasive 
insects and diseases are transported. 
To prevent the spread of these pests, 
do not move firewood long distances. 
Instead, buy firewood near where you 
will burn it, buy certified, heat-treated 
firewood ahead of time or gather on 
site where permitted.

INVASIVES
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

Small, white, cottony balls lined up along the twigs on the underside of hemlock 
branches are an indication of hemlock woolly adelgid.

PHOTO: CONNECTICUT AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENTAL STATION, BUGWOOD.ORG

The spotted lanternfly adult feeds on the sap of hundreds of plant species, causing 
damage to its host plants.

PHOTO: LAWRENCE BARRINGER, PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, BUGWOOD.ORG
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Markers? Colored pencils? Crayons? Glitter?
Rhinestones? Stickers? It’s up to you! 

Name: Age:
Parent/Guardian’s name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Phone:

Age Group:     under 5  5-6  7-8 9-11 12-15 

Coloring & Decorating Contest
Winter 2023

Decorate this snowy scene any 
way you’d like then submit it:

 
Online at
addisonindependent.com/contests
 
By Email to 
contests@addisonindependent.com
 
By Mail to Addison Independent,
58 Maple Street, Midd., VT 05753

Entries will be accepted through 
Monday, February 27th.

Feel free to tear out this coloring 
page, photocopy it, or go to 
addisonindependent.com/contests 
for a printable version. Winners 
will be announced in the March 2nd 
edition of the Addison Independent. 
Two winners from each age group 
will win a prize from one of our 
sponsors that can be picked up 
at the Addy Indy office during the 
month of March.

Many thanks to our sponsors:

❄

❄

❄

16-Adult
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