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One-act plays
Bristol Gateway Players offers a 
way for folks to build their theater 
chops. See Arts & Leisure.

By the wayBy the way

Strong effort
A shorthanded Tiger girls’ team 
played hard, but came up short on 
Tuesday. See Sports, Page 1B. 

Raising baby
Two mothers write about getting 
their kids to do chores. See our 
Babies & Families section.

ACSD budgets 7.2% spending hike

Leaders lobby for state funding of downtowns

College celebrates a 
century of  carnival

City mayor-in-waiting 
pledges to listen to all

Food teaches about Central American culture

Zen group 
offers quiet 
refuge in 
downtown

Beeman shares 
authentic dishes 

Alumni reflect on the eventful weekend

But taxes will decline in some towns

(See Gather, Page 18A)

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Downtown 

Middlebury has several parks and 
a bandstand in which to spend a 
contemplative moment or two.

It will soon add a living room.
Valentine’s Day (Feb. 14) is the 

tentative launch date for “Gather,” 
a 1,400-square-foot space at 48 
Merchants Row in which folks will 

(See Winter Carnival, Page 16A)

(See Bearor, Page 13A)

(See Beeman, Page 12A)

(See Downtowns, Page 13A)

(See ACSD spending, Page 15A)

By MARIN HOWELL 
MIDDLEBURY — When 

Patricia Palmer was a student at 
Middlebury College in the 1950s, 
the third weekend in February 
was one to remember. Students 
eagerly awaited Winter Carnival 

Weekend, a three-day event filled 
with skiing competitions, snow 
sculptures, a grand ball, many 
live bands performing at social 
houses, and lots of parties. 

“It was the weekend, the party 

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury-

area voters on March 7 will field a 
proposed fiscal year 2024 Addison 
Central School District budget of 
$42,269,305, which represents 
a 7.2% increase in education 
spending and an 8.1% hike in the 
cost per equalized pupil.

“While this may seem like a 

high number, the surplus from the 
(Vermont) Education Fund offsets 
the tax impact significantly, with 
some of our towns having lower 
rates than they did last year,” ACSD 
board Chair Victoria Jette states in 
her contribution to the district’s 
FY24 budget book, which can be 
found at tinyurl.com/24zzh5hd.

Indeed, the $42.6 million 

spending plane would, if approved, 
change education property tax 
rates of all seven ACSD towns, 
ranging from a 9-cent drop in both 
Cornwall and Ripton, to 6-cent 
increases in both Bridport and 
Salisbury, according to information 
provided by the district’s business 
office.

ACSD delivers preK-12 
public education to children in 
Bridport, Cornwall, Middlebury, 

Ripton, Salisbury, Shoreham and 
Weybridge.

The increase to the FY24 budget 
bottom line is, in part, associated 
with generally high inflation, a 
12.7% increase in health care 
premiums for district employees, 
and declining enrollment — a 
common phenomenon among 
most Vermont school districts right 
now. Fewer students means less 

By MARIN HOWELL
NEW HAVEN — Lunch 

hour looked a little different 
this Tuesday at New Haven’s 
Beeman Elementary School. 
Students swapped out their 
peanut butter and jelly 
sandwiches and other traditional 
lunchtime staples for a different 
kind of fare. 

In collaboration with 
Addison County residents from 
Guatemala, the school’s kitchen 
served up authentic dishes from 
the Central American country. 

Kathy Alexander is the 
school nutrition director for 
the Mount Abraham Unified 
School District. She said the 
lunchtime event was inspired by 
the events hosted in New Haven 
throughout this past fall, which 
celebrated local Latin American 
immigrants and their role in the 
community.

“Our school nutrition 
program had heard about what 
other people were doing with 
the bridging of cultures and we 
think that food can be a really 
great opportunity to do that,” she 
said. “We got together and said 

WENDY AND HER daughter Briggette Gorin immigrated to Vermont 
from Guatemala around four years ago. On Tuesday, they shared a 
piece of their home country with New Haven students by helping 
serve an authentic Guatemalan lunch at Beeman Elementary School. 

Independent photo/Steve James

STUDENTS AT BEEMAN Elementary School gave Tuesday’s lunch a big thumbs up. The meal was pollo en jócon, an authentic 
Guatemalan dish prepared with the help of Addison County residents who immigrated to Vermont from the Central American country. 

Independent photo/Steve James

‘Let’s keep this whole thing going 
and get together in the kitchen and 
really explore cultural differences 

and similarities.’”
Tuesday’s lunch menu consisted 

of rice, beans and pollo en jocón, 

a traditional chicken stew 
made with tomatillos and green 
chiles. The cafeteria’s salad bar 
was filled with components of 
fiambre salad, a Guatemalan 
salad topped with hard boiled 
eggs, pickled onions and olives. 

The goal was to introduce 
students to a new culture, even 
if the dish itself wasn’t an 
immediate hit. 

“We recognize that it’s about 
education and exposure,” 
Alexander said. “Next time it 
won’t be new, it’s something 
they’re familiar with. So, we’re 
banking on the next time.”

During the fall semester, 
Beeman Elementary students 
took part in town-wide efforts 
to highlight Latin American 
immigrants in Addison County. 
The series of events centered 
around the stories of migrant 
farm workers, their journeys to 
Vermont and experiences living 
and working here. 

Activities included an Oct. 1 
“Honoring the Journey” festival, 
a panel discussion at the New 
Haven Congregational Church 
with local immigrants and a 
soccer match between the Mount 
Abraham Union High School 
boys’ soccer team and a local 
migrant farmworkers squad. 

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — The 

presumptive next mayor of 
Vergennes certainly has a history 
of serving his community.

Chris Bearor, 44, is unopposed 
on the city’s March 7 ballot for 
that position and its $1,000 annual 
salary, plus bonuses for meeting 
attendance.

Bearor currently co-chairs of the 
Vergennes-Panton Water District 
Board and has served on that 
board for six-plus years. Bearor 
has also spent almost a decade on 
the Vergennes Board of Listers 
and three years on the Evergreen 
Preschool Board.

But, as Bearor tells it, he 

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Better Middlebury 

Partnership (BMP) Executive Director 
Karen Duguay is co-shepherding an effort 
to secure ongoing state funding to help 24 
select Vermont downtowns — the economic 
engines of their communities — grow and 
thrive.

Duguay is one of three leaders of the recently 

formed Vermont Downtowns Coalition, 
representing 24 communities that have earned 
a Designated Downtown designation from 
the state. Established in 1998, the Vermont 
Downtown Program supports community 
revitalization while preserving the historic 
character and long-term vitality of medium- 
to large-sized historic centers. Middlebury, 
Vergennes and Bristol are among the 24 

Designated Downtowns.
“Our downtown partnerships are really the 

boots-on-the-ground organizations that are 
making things happen directly in our own 
communities,” Duguay said. “We can work 
in tandem on the bigger-picture stuff and then 
bring that to the grassroots level.”

Though state-mandated, Vermont’s two 
dozen Designated Downtowns currently 

receive no support through the state budget, 
but they do have special access to a variety 
of state programs and tax credits, as well as 
priority consideration for municipal planning 
grants, bike/pedestrian and transportation 
alternatives grants, Community Development 
Block Grants and state affordable housing 
funds.

Calling on artists of all ages: 
This February, you’re invited 
to participate in the Lawrence 
Memorial Library 2023 
bookmark design contest, a 
great way to show your love for 
the Bristol institution. To enter, 
collect a bookmark template 
at the library, or download 
one at lawrencelibraryvt.org/

A POSTER FROM Middlebury College’s 1947 Winter Carnival 
alerts students to a highly anticipated weekend. In the ’40s and 
’50s, it would be the biggest social weekend of the school year. 
Next week, the college will host its 100th Winter Carnival. 

Photo courtesy of Middlebury College
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Calling all Sweethearts!

Ginger Hearts
Chocolate dipped Shortbread 

Red Velvet Whoopie pies
Petit Fours – almond and apricot w/ fondant coating 

Vanilla Cupcake w/ Blackberry frosting
Chocolate Cupcake w/ Cherry Buttercream (Vegan)

Chocolate Raspberry Truffles (GF)
Lemon Custard Tart w/ fig jam (GF)

HeartBEET bread  
(sourdough bread made with beets and scallions) OtterCreekBakery.com

14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDDLEBURY, VT  |  802-388-3371

OPEN SUNDAY & MONDAY 8AM-2PM 
TUESDAY—SATURDAY, 7AM-4PM

Nothing screams “I LOVE YOU” like a sweet treat from 
Otter Creek Bakery. Thoughtfully crafted to keep all 
loves in mind. Try our Gluten Free or Vegan options.

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — The starting 

gun has officially been fired on the 
financing and review of a project 
that would bring 150-250 units 
of new mixed-income housing to 
Middlebury.

At issue is the so-called 
Stonecrop Meadows development, 
which South Burlington’s Summit 
Properties wants to build on 35 
acres of Middlebury College-owned 
land off Seminary Street Extension.

Summit Properties officials 
recently filed a project sketch 
plan with the Middlebury 
planning office, representing the 
development’s official entrée into 
the town’s permitting process. It’s a 
development that will be reviewed 
under Middlebury’s “Traditional 
Neighborhood Development PUD” 
rules.

Stonecrop Meadows is described 
as a “new construction, mixed-
income, highly energy efficient 
community envisioned on Seminary 
Street Extension just east of Five 
Corners.”

“This project represents a 
partnership between one of 
Vermont’s most respected and 
experienced private affordable 
housing developers, Addison 
County’s largest employer 
(Middlebury College), local non-
profit housing organizations, 
and the community as a whole,” 
reads Summit’s project narrative, 
provided by company COO Zeke 
Davisson.

Last April, the college confirmed 
purchase of the 35-acre project site 
from Marjorie Mooney for $1.5 
million. Plans call for the institution 
to sell the land in increments at 
a substantial discount to Summit 
as the company develops it. The 
estimated cost of the development, 
back in April, was $40 million — a 
number that could now be on the low 
side due to a jump in inflation that 
has affected the cost of everything, 
including building materials and 
labor.

Summit has committed to 
applying for a variety of grants and 
housing subsidies to reduce the cost 
of the Stonecrop Meadows housing 

Plan filed for big housing project

SUMMIT PROPERTIES HAS filed a sketch plan for its proposed Stonecrop Meadows 
development, which would add as many as 250 new mixed-income housing units to land off 
Seminary Street Extension in Middlebury.

Photo courtesy of Middlebury planning office
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units.
“To address Middlebury’s 

housing crisis, a balance between 
rental and homeownership units 
across a variety of income levels 
is critical,” reads the Summit 
narrative. “While the mix of rental 
and homeownership units has no 
mandatory criteria, the project 
is currently targeted to deliver 
an equal number of rental and 
homeownership units based on our 
understanding of the need within 
the community.

“The exact breakdown will vary 
depending on the availability of 
financing and market conditions 
and therefore we request that no 
requirements be included as part 
of the permitting process,” Summit 
officials stressed in their narrative.

The community is being designed 
to have mixed housing types, 
including subsidized, for-sale 
condos/townhomes; modest market-
rate, for-sale condos/townhomes; 
rental units offered at modest 
market rates; rental units targeting 
low-income families earning less 
than 60% of area median income; 

and rental units targeting very low-
income families earning less than 
30% of area median income, and 
homeless and at-risk families and 
individuals.

The median household income 
for an Addison County household 
is currently around $78,000 per 
year, according to the U.S. Census 
Bureau.

“At least half of the proposed 
units are currently targeted to be 
affordable below market rates, but 
this will vary depending on the 
availability of affordable financing,” 
the narrative reads. “We have 
preliminarily identified financing 
to deliver the proposed unit mix 
and are moving forward with initial 
funding applications.

Financing availability can’t be 
determined until after preliminary 
permitting is in place, according to 
Summit officials, who said they’re 
hoping for “flexibility within the 
zoning approvals… to ensure the 
overall success of the development.”

Jennifer Murray, Middlebury’s 
director of planning & zoning, 
said a date will soon be set for an 
initial Development Review Board 
evaluation of the Stonecrop sketch 
plan.

Summit has held a few, informal 
public meetings to present updates 
on Stonecrop Meadows and receive 
feedback from neighbors and 
the community at large. Public 
comments conveyed at those 
meetings have been generally 
positive thus far, with many 
attendees lamenting the paucity 
of available workforce/affordable 
housing in our area.
NO VACANCIES

The United Way of Addison 
County has built a “housing 
availability in Addison County” 
webpage that underscores the 
current housing crisis. Among other 
things, the United Way’s research 
indicates there are currently 491 
affordable housing units in Addison 
County, with no vacancies.

“This sketch plan submission 
represents the collection of 
feedback on housing needs and 

hopes from local business owners, 
neighbors, economic development 
groups, realtors, town committees, 
conservation groups, state housing 
funding agencies, as well as the 
community as a whole at two public 
information and feedback sessions,” 
Davisson said in a statement to the 
Independent. “The resounding 
chorus has been a focus on the 
overwhelming need for housing 
to preserve the economic vitality 
of Addison County paired with a 
strong impulse to collaboratively 
design a community that the town 
can be proud of for generations.”

So when might the Stonecrop 
Meadows units come online? 
As stated above, a lot depends 
on permitting and financing. But 
Summit officials said construction 
could begin late this year or 
early 2024, with the initial phase 
to include installation of the 
access loop road and associated 
infrastructure. Subsequent phasing 
of individual lots for housing won’t 
be determined until affordable 
and market rate financing can be 
secured.

Build-out of the individual lots 
is likely to start at Seminary Street 
Extension and work north into the 
parcel, according to the Summit 
officials.

“This location and this moment 
provide a unique, once-in-a-
generation opportunity to address 
the chronic undersupply of 
housing.”

Davisson is looking forward to 
more opportunities to showcase the 
project.

“The sketch plan review process 
is the first step in a three-step 
permitting process being considered 
under the town’s new bylaws 
and in the new state-designated 
Neighborhood Development Area, 
both of which represent years of 
local democratic participation, 
planning, and code writing,” he 
said. “We are excited to present a 
vision forged by the well-articulated 
goals of this Town and community.”

John Flowers is at johnf@
addisonindependent.com.

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Addison 

Central School District officials 
have mapped out a timetable 
and process for selecting a new 
superintendent, and they stressed 
local stakeholders will have many 
opportunities to influence what 
is the ACSD’s most important 
personnel decision.

As previously reported by 
the Independent, current ACSD 
Superintendent Peter Burrows will 
leave this spring after a decade of 
service to helm the Milton, Mass., 
public school system. Meanwhile, 
the ACSD board has contracted 
with McPherson & Jacobson LLC 
of Omaha, Neb., to assist in its 
search for Burrows’s replacement.

The ACSD delivers preK-12 
public education to students in 
Bridport, Cornwall, Middlebury, 
Ripton, Salisbury, Shoreham and 
Weybridge.

“The (ACSD) board really 
wants community members to 
share what they would like to see 
in our new superintendent, so we 
can incorporate our collective 
priorities into the search process,” 
said Victoria Jette, who chairs the 
13-member panel.

Here’s how district officials 
want the hiring process to unfold:
February:

The ACSD community gets 
multiple opportunities (written, 
Zoom, and in-person) to offer 
its priorities for a future leader, 
through surveys and stakeholder 
forums (details below) moderated 
by McPherson & Jacobson. This 
input will help the board further 
understand the community’s 
needs and hopes for the new 
superintendent, according to 
ACSD board member Mary 
Heather Noble, who chairs the 
panel’s Communications & 
Engagement Committee.
March:

McPherson & Jacobson 
consultants will present 
community feedback to the board, 
and help the panel enumerate its 
desired characteristics for the 
new top administrator. This and 
the public feedback will help the 
board craft a job description that’ll 
be posted to “several nation-wide 
education advertising venues,” 
according to the district’s search 
process.

McPherson & Jacobson will 
then screen applicants for basic 
qualifications and initial reference 
checks and then help the board 
finalize the interview process. At 
the same time, the ACSD board 
will invite representatives of a 
few key stakeholder groups (such 
as the student council, teacher 
and staff unions, and parents) 
to participate in the interview 
process.
April:

The board will select what 
it considers to be “viable” 
candidates for interviews, which 
will take place in mid-April. 
These candidates will be offered 
in-person school tours, meet-
and-greets, interviews with 

ACSD search process set
Citizens will help find new superintendent

stakeholders and the board. This 
process is expected to culminate 
in one or two candidates that will 
undergo extensive background/
reference checks
Early May:

The ACSD board will select a 
new superintendent, who will start 
on or around July 1.

The search process will include 
several ways for the community 
to engage — including written, 
virtual and in-person.  Stakeholders 
can fill out a survey found at 
acsdvt.org/Page/6742, until Feb. 
27. Both the survey and upcoming 
moderated forums ask community 
members to provide responses to 
four primary questions that will 
help to shape the superintendent 
job description and inform the 
board’s hiring process.

In-person and virtual forums 
have been scheduled for the 
following groups at the following 
dates/times:

• During the week of Feb. 13-17, 
MUHS teachers and administrators 
will facilitate student discussions 
about the superintendent hire 
(during classes).

• District teachers and staff 
will weigh in on Wednesday, 
Feb. 15, from 11:15 a.m. to 12:15 
p.m. (virtual link at acsdvt.org/
Page/6742); and/or from 3:30 to 
4:30 p.m. (virtual link at acsdvt.
org/Page/6742). Educators and 
staff will get another chance on 
Monday, Feb. 27, from 4-5 p.m. 
(in-person at Mary Hogan School).

• ACSD parents, caregivers 
and community members will get 
their opportunities on Wednesday, 
Feb. 15, 6-7 p.m. (Virtual link at 
acsdvt.org/Page/6742); Thursday, 
Feb. 16, noon to 1 p.m. (Virtual 
link at acsdvt.org/Page/6742); and 
Monday, Feb. 27, 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
(in-person, tentative location is 
Shoreham Elementary School).

• An open forum for parents, 
community members, staff & 
students is set for Monday, Feb. 20, 
from noon to 1 p.m. (in-person at 
208 Charles Ave. in Middlebury).

Continue to check acsdvt.org/
Page/6742 during the coming 
weeks for potential tweaks to the 
process. Any questions should 
be directed to Noble at mnoble@
acsdvt.org, or 802-382-1700.

The ACSD has also initiated 
searches for two new principals, 
one to lead Middlebury Union 
High School, and the other to 
helm Ripton Elementary School. 
Ripton’s Tracey Harrington will 
continue to serve the ACSD as 
one its special education directors. 
MUHS Principal Justin Campbell 
resigned on Jan. 26 giving only 
a few hours’ notice. His very 
short resignation statement read, 
“After much contemplation, many 
conversations with family and 
some deep introspection, I have 
decided to resign my position as 
MUHS principal. I have enjoyed 
my time as an educator but I’m 
ready for a different challenge 
that helps me to better balance all 
aspects of my life.”

The Independent has reached 
out to a variety of past and current 
ACSD board members, current 
ACSD and MUHS administrators, 
teachers’ union officials and 
community members, and none 
thus far have supplied a deeper 
reason for Campbell’s departure.

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

ADDISON  COUNTY

School Briefs
Peter Wolosinski of Middlebury 

has been named to the dean’s list 
at Quinnipiac College in Hamden, 
Conn., for the fall 2022 semester.

Three local students, Ashley 
Aldrich of Bristol, Gwen Stafford 
of Shoreham and Latham Lomax 
of Starksboro, have been named to 
the dean’s list at Endicott College 
in Beverly, Mass.

Aldrich is a Biology/
Biotechnology major. Stafford is 
studying Exercise Science/Pre-AT. 

Lomax is also studying Exercise 
Science. 

Nicole Marschke of Vergennes 
graduated from Clarkson 
University with a master of science 
degree in Engineering Management 
on Dec. 17, 2022.



Addison Independent, Thursday, February 9, 2023 — PAGE 3A

Addison County’s Hometown Dealer

36 Boardman St., 
Middlebury VT 05753

802-388-6718
gstonemotors.com

2149 Rt 7 South, 
Middlebury VT 05753
802-388-9961
stonecdjr.com

By JOHN S. McCRIGHT
MIDDLEBURY — The coldest 

weekend of the year so far was also 
one of the busiest weekends for the 
Middlebury Fire Department.

Most of the calls were related to 
alarms and water problems. But a 
call on Saturday morning, when 
the temperature was at least 15 
degrees below zero, was an actual 
fire that brought out more than 
three dozen firefighters from three 
departments and claimed a garage 
on Old College Farm Road.

“The cold like that is almost 
unbearable,” Middlebury Fire 
Chief David Shaw said. “That’s 
what we train for.” 

The Middlebury Fire Department 
responded to 11 calls between 1 
a.m. on Saturday and 7:30 a.m. on 
Monday. The coincided with a deep 
freeze that set in on Friday and saw 
temperatures drop to around 20 

below zero Fahrenheit Saturday 
morning before rebounding to the 
mid-30s above zero on Sunday 
afternoon.

It was at around 8:40 a.m. 
on Saturday that Middlebury 
firefighters were called to a 
structure fire on Old College 
Farm Road, a one-block lane 
off Seminary Street Extension 
opposite the old Mooney Mansion 
that Middlebury College purchased 
last year.

Flames were shooting out of 
the front of the garage and huge 
clouds of brown-grey smoke 
were billowing skyward when 
firefighters arrived. They quickly 
put a pumper truck in action 
and the first two firefighters on 
the scene began directing water 
into the garage bays and onto the 
ceiling — expertly dousing the fire. 

“We read a fire, then we attack 

it,” Chief Shaw explained. “That 
was an offensive fire — we 
immediately go in and knock it 
down. Some fires are defensive, 
where we just try to keep the fire 
from spreading.”

Three bystanders, including 
the owner of the garage, Wade 
Weathers, stood in the road 
watching the drama unfold. One 
of the bystanders noticed that 
a firefighter hadn’t had time to 
put on his gloves, so he gave the 
firefighter his own gloves before 
heading off to his nearby home to 
get another pair.

Shaw called the structure, valued 
at $100,000, a total loss. Although 
the structure was classified as a 
garage because it housed vehicles, 
the chief said the owners had 
installed a beautiful three-season 
porch on the back side of the 
building that made it more than 
your typical garage.

“I feel bad for the family,” he 
said.

The cause of the fire remains 
under investigation. Shaw noted 
that the investigators were from 
the Addison County Firefighters 
Association, and that this county is 
one of the few in Vermont to have 
such an investigative unit.

In addition to 18 Middlebury 
firefighters, 10 members of the 
New Haven Fire Department and 
10 from Cornwall arrived on scene 
to help out.

It wasn’t the first call that MFD 
had answered that morning — 
or even the second. Shaw and 
company responded to a 1 a.m. call, 
then a few hours later to a call in 
East Middlebury, neither of which 
were as pressing as the active fire. 
Shaw said most of the 11 calls over 
the weekend were for frozen pipes 
and tripped alarms. One alarm 
went off at Porter Hospital alerting 
officials to a frozen sprinkler 
system, but Shaw said that was 
quickly remedied. There were also 
calls for gas leaks and one for an 
LP gas fire.

Shaw said the extreme cold 
presented challenges to fighting 
Saturday’s blaze. Firefighters have 
to keep the water flowing once they 
turn it on just so it doesn’t freeze 
in the lines. Plus firefighters need 
to take care around the ice that 
inevitably spreads across the scene.

“We end up creating an instant 
ice rink,” he said. “You have to 
adjust.”

Firefighters battle cold, blaze

PROPERTY OWNER WADE Weathers watches as Middlebury firefighters LeRoy Graham and Jeff 
Carpenter direct water onto the flames inside an Old College Farm Road garage on Saturday morning. 
Firefighters battled the blaze, which claimed the garage but didn’t result in any injuries, as well as 
temperatures of at least 15 degrees below zero.

Independent photo/John S. McCright

A FEW OF the 38 firefighters who responded to the Old College 
Farm Road fire on Saturday morning emerge from the smoke as they 
move gingerly on the icy scene.

Independent photo/John S. McCright

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 

and Otter Valley Union high schools 
were among 21 schools statewide 
that received hoax calls reporting 
shootings during the morning of 
Wednesday, Feb. 8.

The calls reportedly originated 
from voice-over IP phone numbers 
— or potentially spoofed 802 
numbers — and appear to be 
associated with ongoing nationwide 
hoax phone threats of school 
shootings, bomb threats and other 
violent events that have proved to be 
unfounded, according to Vermont 
State Police.

The office of Gov. Phil School, 
the Agency of Education, the 
Department of Public Safety, state 
police, the Vermont Intelligence 
Center and local law-enforcement 
agencies are actively engaged in the 
response to these calls, according to 
a state police press release.

Scott, Secretary of Education Dan 

French, Commissioner of Public 
Safety Jennifer Morrison, VSP 
Director Col. Matthew Birmingham 
and Rob Evans, Vermont’s school 
safety liaison, were slated to discuss 
the hoax calls a press conference 
later Wednesday in the Statehouse.

Scott issued the following 
statement about the calls: “These 
calls were a hoax — an act of 
terrorism designed to create chaos 
and stoke fear that can be exploited. 
These events are unnerving for 
everyone — students, teachers, 
parents and Vermonters. We can use 
this energy to come together because 
unity is the most powerful way to 
ensure terrorists do not achieve their 
goals. I want to thank the Vermont 
State Police, local law enforcement 
and emergency response offices 
across the state for acting quickly 
and professionally based on the 
initial calls. My office (and the other 
agencies) and local partners will 
continue to monitor this situation 

closely, and in the days ahead, after 
all the facts are gathered, we will 
debrief on this incident to strengthen 
our response.”

Addison Central School District 
Superintendent Peter Burrows 
informed the MUHS community of 
the disturbing phone call through 
an email that included Scott’s 
statement.

“We are writing to our entire 
community because we know 
parents and students may see this 
information on the news and social 
media. We want to reassure you 
that our ACSD Safety Team and 
administration will continue to 
take precautions around the safety 
of our students and staff. We are 
in ongoing contact with state and 
local law enforcement to monitor 
any and all threats of safety. We will 
share any relevant updates or new 
information with you.”

Hoax calls rattle local schools
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Towns should 
have final say

We must call out people who lie

Bill S.56 would bolster childcare

Gov. Scott: About civility, 
respect in the public square

(See Reinhardt letter, Page 5A)(See Hardy, Page 5A)

(See Ways of Seeing, Page 5A)

Editor’s Note: At his Tuesday press conference, Gov. Phil Scott 
addressed concerning incidents seen at youth sporting events over the 
past several months, and the need for everyone to work to be better role 
models. A transcript of Gov. Scott’s remarks follow:
By Gov. Phil Scott 

“Good afternoon. I want to start today by addressing some concerning 
incidents we’ve seen over the past few months at youth sporting events, 
from spectators in the stands using racial slurs at players of color, to the 
tragic violence in Alburgh recently.

 Now, I understand the passion surrounding sports, but it’s clear we 
have a problem, and we should not tolerate the hate. And it’s not just at 
these events, or sporting events in general, or unique to Vermont.

 I believe it’s a symptom of a much deeper problem, where there’s far 
too much anger, and a lack of respect in our society. We’re constantly 
being divided into camps, whether it’s politics, religion, race, or social 
issues. Everything has turned into “us versus them.”

 Too many want to stoke fear - raise the temperature - which can 
sometimes lead to violence.

 We see politicians convince their supporters that the other side is the 
“enemy,” and some in the national media choose to ramp up conflicts to 
get more views… or increase their ratings. And when both politicians and 
(political commentators) are successful with those strategies, they end up 
pitting neighbors against neighbors.

 Unfortunately, over the past several years, we’re seeing more and more 
of that build up, and boil over. It leads to big problems, like storming the 
capitol, but also on a smaller scale, like what happened in Alburgh.

None of us should find this acceptable, and all of us have an obligation 
to tone down the rhetoric, recognize the humanity in everyone, including 
those we disagree with, and just be better role models for our kids.

The idea that a brawl would break out amongst adults, in front of their 
kids at a middle school basketball game, is just plain sad.

Our kids watch us every single day and many of them want to be just 
like us. What message are we sending, what are we teaching them about 
how to handle disagreements, when this is what they see?

I think we should all ask ourselves what we can we do in our everyday 
lives to help bring down the temperature a bit and be a better human 
being.

Maybe it’s deciding not to wade into that keyboard feud on social 
media with someone you’ve never met. Maybe instead of flipping off the 
driver who cut you off, you let it go, and reflect on the fact that you’ve 
probably made a mistake or two behind the wheel as well.

We also have a responsibly in this building too, from public servants, to 
lobbyists, and those who report on it. Not every disagreement has to be a 
“battle” or a “fight.”

I think almost everyone here just wants to make Vermont a better place. 
So let’s use that as the starting point.

Now, reasonable people can disagree on the issues. In fact, it’s healthy 
to do so. But it doesn’t mean we’re not trying to do what we think is best, 
and it certainly doesn’t mean we don’t care about the wellbeing of others. 
We just have different thoughts and approaches on how to get there.

It all comes down to respect and civility, and doing our part to calm 
things down a bit when tensions are high, and things get heated. At the 
end of the day, whether you’re a parent, co-worker, public servant, or 
leader in any capacity, the things we say and do carry much more weight 
than we might think.

So before acting, just remember—regardless of age—we’re all role 
models for someone, and we all need to play our part. And it’s never too 
late to be a better person.”

By Laurie
Cox

Ways of
Seeing

Legislative
Review

by Sen. Ruth Hardy,  
D-Addison County

February is upon us with its longer days, colder 
temperatures, and three rather diverse holidays: 
Groundhog Day, Valentine’s Day, and Presidents’ 
Day. As a child growing up in Washington State, we 
always celebrated Washington’s Birthday. Presidents’ 
Day had yet to come along and encompass all the 
former leaders. Washington’s Birthday was a big deal 
since our state was, of course, named after George 
Washington. It also was a state that grew a lot of 
cherries, and the special thing to serve that day was 
cherry pie. Since I loved cherry pie, I looked forward 
to Washington’s Birthday.

The reason for pairing President 
Washington with cherries came 
from a story most children were 
taught. Young George supposedly 
chopped down a newly planted 
cherry tree. When called before 
his father, he stated, “I cannot 
tell a lie. I did it with my little 
ax.” This story itself was a lie of 
sorts. It never happened. It had 
been written as a morality tale for young children, 
encouraging honesty, even if you might get punished. 
Honesty was a virtue we were all supposed to learn 
and incorporate into our being. 

I’m sure we can think of many people of prominence 
who could have benefited from such morality tales. 
Imperfect as those stories were, at least they provided 
an early foundation for how one should behave. It 
doesn’t really matter whether George Washington 
chopped down a cherry tree. It’s important to “fess 
up when you’ve messed up.” And, yes, I can think of 
a couple of times shortly after hearing that story when 

I did not tell the truth, but it is perhaps significant that 
I still remember those times!

There have always been dishonest people. Think of 
snake oil salesmen, charlatans, and con artists — all 
people who looked to profit from lying to or fooling 
other people. When we think of them, our tendency is 
to imagine a single character or perhaps a small gang. 
We have a harder time relating those terms to major 
corporations, media outlets, or political factions, yet 
the potential for damage is significantly greater when 
we see the impact such entities can have.

Consider, for instance, the hiding of research and 
outright lies about potential harm 
by the tobacco and petroleum 
industries. We have all seen the 
impact of the “big lie”, promulgated 
by certain media groups as well 
as politicians looking to benefit. 
Mark Twain said, “Honesty is the 
best policy — when there is money 
in it.” Somewhat similarly, Plato 
said, “Honesty is for the most part 

less profitable than dishonesty.” It is not always easy 
for people to separate truth from lies when they are 
bombarded by messages from those they trust. 

There was a time when it must have been easier to 
know who to trust. If you lived in a small community 
many years ago, you would most likely know your 
fellow citizens. While someone might fool you 
once, you were likely to be more skeptical in the 
future. In our world of expanded contacts, it is more 
difficult to actually know all our sources and be able 
to evaluate their trustworthiness. Doing the deep 

Last week, senators introduced bill S.56, legislation 
that would transform access to and affordability of 
childcare and early childhood education in Vermont. 
The bill draws on recent childcare systems and 
financing studies and builds on the strengths of the 
current system to ensure that each partner 
— families, schools, childcare providers 
and state agencies — has the resources 
and support they need to best care for our 
youngest Vermonters. The bill would:

1. Significantly increase financial 
assistance for children at community 
and home-based childcare programs, and 
afterschool and summer programs; 

2. Expand the current part-time pre-K 
program to a full-time, school-based 
program for all 4-year-old children in 
Vermont; 

3. Increase compensation for early 
childhood educators and financial support 
for community and home-based childcare 
programs; and 

4. Elevate and streamline state-level leadership and 
oversight of childcare and early childhood education.
Childcare Financial Assistance

The cost of childcare has grown increasingly out-
of-reach for many families and the childcare financial 
assistance program (CCFAP) has been a crucial safety 
net for families with low incomes. However, many 
moderate- and middle-income families also struggle to 

pay for childcare. S.56 would raise the annual income 
level for families to qualify for assistance — for a 
family of four, the income threshold would increase 
to about $127,500 in FY24 and $135,000 in FY25. 
Thus more middle-income Vermonters would be able 

to afford childcare for infants, toddlers, 
preschoolers and school-aged children in 
afterschool and summer programs.

Financial assistance would be available on 
a sliding scale, with the goal that no family 
would pay more than about 10% of their 
income on childcare. Families with incomes 
less than $55,500 for a family of four would 
receive full support and family payments 
would gradually increase as incomes rise. 
Families that have not previously qualified 
for CCFAP, including new Americans, 
migrant workers and refugees, would 
qualify for financial assistance through 
a new program tailored to their needs. 
Finally, application and waitlist fees would 
be waived for families who qualify for 

financial assistance. Ensuring that families can afford 
high-quality childcare is the central element of S.56.
Universal Public Pre-Kindergarten

In 2014 under Act 166, the Legislature passed 
what was called a universal pre-kindergarten (UPK) 
program. S.56 expands and simplifies the current UPK 
program, transforming a 10-hour per week program 

Monday evening, February 
13th, the Addison Central School 
Board will discuss and likely 
vote on three options for school 
closure determination. 1) Maintain 
the status quo, 2) a board vote 
followed by a determining vote 
by voters throughout the district, 
or 3) a board vote followed by a 
determining vote by voters within 
the affected town. This follows on 
a petition signed by 608 voters, 
to allow district voters to resolve 
the question of school closure 
determination. The school board 
elected to make this determination 
themselves. Status quo, closure by 
a supermajority vote on the school 
board, is clearly unacceptable as 
the issue will not go away if left 
unresolved.

If one believes in equality in the 
broadest sense, one might support 
the idea of a district-wide vote. After 
all, we all share in the tax burden 
to support our schools. However, 
if one considers equity, it quickly 
becomes clear that the determining 
vote should lie with voters in the 
effected town, which will realize a 
far greater impact through closure 
than any other town.

Offering the final say to the 
voters in the district at large would 
ask a large number of voters with 
limited motivation to weigh in 
along with a small number of 
highly invested voters in one town. 
If, for example (and, please, this is 
purely hypothetical), the Cornwall 
School were slated for closure, I, 
as a resident of Shoreham, would 
be less inclined to study the real 
value of Cornwall’s elementary 
school. My vote would not be as 
well thought out as those votes 
cast in Cornwall.

I urge the Addison Central 
School Board to vote to combine 
a school board vote followed by a 
vote in the town in question. This 
would make it incumbent upon the 
school board to present a thorough 
and well-reasoned argument to the 
town in question that goes beyond 
saving pennies on the tax rate and 
considers both short and long-
term consequences for our unique 
communities and especially the 
community that would shoulder 
by far the greatest impact of the 
decision. It would ensure that 
votes were cast by folks who are 
truly invested. We need to trust 
informed voters. The assumption 
that the voters in any given town 
would not vote to approve a school 
closure given a well-structured 
argument underestimates the 
intelligence of the small-town 
voter (or any informed voter for 
that matter).

Please encourage your School 
Board members to act to restore 
trust in our school politics. 5:30 
p.m., Middlebury Union Middle 
School, 48 Deerfield Lane, 
Middlebury, 2.13.2023.

Peter Lynch
Shoreham

Whelan-Wuest 
is best choice

On March 7th I’ll be voting 
for Ellen Whelan-Wuest for 
ACSD school board and I think 
you should too. Below are some 
reasons why I’m voting for 
Ellen and why she makes a great 
candidate.

Experience: Ellen has years 
of experience solving complex 
problems. Professionally, Ellen 
works in criminal justice reform, 
using data and research to inform 
policy. She is practiced at listening 
to multiple perspectives and is 
seasoned at combining research, 
opinions, and best practices to 
create transformative change. We 
need this skillset on our school 
board, and I’m confident in Ellen’s 
ability to help solve our district’s 
most challenging problems.

Commitment to Community: 
Ellen is an engaged citizen 
committed to being involved in 
our community to make it a better 
place. She has served on multiple 
boards, including WomenSafe, the 
Cornwall Development Review, 
and has recently chaired the soon 
to open Red Clover Children’s 
Center. Ellen is already serving in 
leadership roles in our community, 
she understands how important 
it is to connect and hear her 

Lunchable
NEW HAVEN FIRST-GRADER Lincoln Roleau carries a tray with pollo en jocón, a traditional 

Guatemalan dish, during lunchtime at Beeman Elementary School on Tuesday. The school hosted 
a meal with food from the Central American country to broaden students’ outlooks on the world. 
See a story on the meal on Page 1A.

Independent photo/Steve James

Lt. Gov. Zuckerman: Let’s 
work hard like sugarmakers
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Editor’s note: Here is an abbreviated version of the remarks that 
David Zuckerman gave on Jan. 5, when he was sworn in as Vermont’s 
83rd lieutenant governor.
By Lt. Gov. David Zuckerman

I can think of nothing more iconic to Vermont than the maple tree. The 
Maple tree brings us together in sugar shacks every spring. Families, 
friends and neighbors flock together to boil sap, gather at their local ‘sugar 
on snow’ destination, or to share a refreshing maple creemee during 
the summer. None of this sweetness would exist without Vermonters 
working countless hours tapping trees, clearing sugar bushes, running 
lines, wading thigh-high in snow, gathering and finally boiling the sap. 
The work of making something so delicious out of the sap of a tree 
exemplifies the rugged, physical labor that so many Vermonters do 
regardless of weather, sore muscles, cold fingers or achy joints.

Vermont and the colorful maple trees that light up our hillsides in the 
fall shine as a beacon of hope to the rest of this country. Folks flock here 
from all over the nation to experience what we have. They come here 
seeking a better life. They come here looking for community, safety, the 
arts, good schools, local food, decency and outdoor adventures. This is a 
great boon for our state and our workforce.

Maple, in all its glorious forms, is a symbol of the beauty of Vermont. 
It’s a symbol of hard work, ingenuity, natural beauty and resilience. It’s a 
symbol of who we are and all that we have. But it also represents all that 
we are on the precipice of losing.

Increased population numbers lead to increased stresses on our housing 
options and costs, our roads, our waterways and our natural resources. 
The task we have of welcoming new families without forcing out the old 
and of lessening these stressors on our institutions and our environment 
can seem extremely daunting.

As daunting as our task may seem at times, it’s time to roll up our 
sleeves and, like the maple producers in our state, get to work being real 
Vermont creative. 

The challenge before us is to not become stymied by what may look 
bleak but to instead, ‘tap into’ your wealth of hidden resources, your areas 
of expertise and your reserves and to ‘boil your shared ideas down’ into 
solutions that will work for Vermonters. 

—————
For complete remarks, visit ltgov.vermont.gov/inaugural-address.
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Eileen Lawson and Joanne Corbett 
provide eldercare counseling

By phone: 802-388-3983
By email: elawson@elderlyservices.org

Worried About Your
Elderly Relative?

for some 3- and 4-year-olds into 
a full-time school program for all 
4-year-olds. School districts would 
provide this universal, play-based 
education for 4-year-olds, using 
the expertise of public schools 
in educating all children and the 
increased physical capacity in 
many schools due to declining 
enrollment. Growing UPK 
programs in public schools would 
ensure that pre-K opportunities 
are available in every community 
in Vermont and would free up 
capacity in community- and home-
based programs to offer childcare 
to more infants and toddlers.

Families could opt for full- or 
part-time pre-K options, and 
school districts without elementary 
schools could tuition their 4-year-
olds to neighboring public schools 
or operate a pre-K program in 
another building, such as a vacant 
school or community center. 
Parents would not be required to 
send their kids to public pre-K 
programs and could continue 
to send them to community- or 
home-based programs and receive 
financial assistance. Over the past 
several years, the Legislature has 
steadfastly worked to improve 
the equity of Vermont’s school 
funding formula, thus providing 
universal pre-K through our public 
schools would ensure it would be 
funded fairly and receive local 
community input.
Childcare Provider and 
Program Compensation

Early childhood educators have 
long been underpaid for the crucial 
work they do educating children 
and supporting families. S.56 
would ensure that educators who 
work in community- and home-
based programs would receive 
compensation equivalent to that 
of public school early childhood 
educators. The bill would also raise 
subsidy payments to childcare 
programs to cover the total cost 
of care, including the increased 
compensation levels for educators. 
Any program that receives state 
funding would have to agree to 
pay their staff these higher wages 
in order to receive state support. 
In addition, current programs that 
provide scholarships and loan 
repayments to early childhood 
educators would be extended. S.56 
would also create a tax incentive 
for property owners who operate 
a childcare program, or provide 
reduced-rent to programs to ensure 
appropriate spaces for childcare.
Systems Oversight and 
Leadership

Vermont’s administrative 
oversight of childcare and early 
childhood education is overly-
complex and state-level leadership 
is inadequate. S.56 disentangles 
the “dual-oversight” of school 
and community-based programs, 

making the Agency of Education 
responsible for school programs 
and the Agency of Human Services 
responsible for community- and 
home-based programs. This 
separation reduces paperwork and 
increases program efficiency at the 
state and local level, particularly 
for childcare providers. Most 
importantly, it simplifies the 
process of accessing childcare for 
families who are already busy with 
the task of raising young children.

The legislation elevates early 
childhood education leadership in 
both state agencies. In the Agency 
of Education, a deputy secretary 
would oversee early childhood 
education, special education 
and student support systems, 
recognizing the vital connection 
early childhood education plays 
in ensuring strong student support 
systems and early intervention for 
children with special needs. In the 
Agency of Human Services, S.56 
would refocus the Department for 
Children and Families on services 

and programs that directly impact 
the development and health of 
children and families, including 
high-quality childcare, services for 
children with special needs, and 
maternal and child health.

The Childcare and Early 
Childhood Education legislation 
lays out a blueprint for a major 
investment in our children, families 
and communities. Over the next 
several months, the Legislature 
will hear testimony from parents, 
childcare providers, schools, 
employers and state agencies as we 
hone the proposals and determine 
the most appropriate funding 
mechanism to increase support 
for childcare and early childhood 
education. The cost of not making 
these investments would be too 
great for the children, families, 
employers and communities who 
rely upon childcare and early 
childhood education. We must 
ensure that all partners come to 
the table to work together for 
Vermont’s future.

Hardy
(Continued from Page 4A)

research required to sort fact from 
fiction is not any easy task. The 
internet makes the facts available 
while offering glittering lies 
simultaneously. 

We all understand the small lies: 
“It wasn’t me who chopped down 
that tree.” The larger untruths 
can be buried, twisted around, 
or blatantly denied. The ones we 
are most likely to encounter are 
those that provide someone with 
money and power while allowing 
them to avoid responsibility. 
Unfortunately, capitalism 
encourages such benefits when it 
is not coupled with ethics. 

That’s where those morality 

tales come in. Looking back, they 
seem so simplistic, and so they 
were. Yet how best can we instill 
a sense of right and wrong — plus 
the motivation to do what is right? 
And how can we guide ourselves 
to be critical consumers of what 
we read, what we hear, and what 
we see? It has taken horrific 
weather events to convince more 
people of the need to address 
climate change. It has taken a 
physical attack on Congress to 
show more people the power and 
seduction of distortions and how 
that endangers us all.

News as entertainment or for 
shock value needs to be called 
what it is, which is not news. 

Statements from corporations 
need to be examined rigorously. 
When we see people promulgating 
lies, we need to call them out and 
remove them from positions of 
power or influence. We need to find 
ways to effectively hold people, 
corporations, and organizations 
accountable for deception. 

Perhaps then I can happily eat a 
piece of cherry pie on Presidents’ 
Day. 

Laurie Cox is a retired school 
counselor and longtime Ripton 
Selectboard member. Besides 
occasional writing she pursues 
art, gardening, hiking with her 
dog, and is always striving to 
build stronger communities.

Ways of Seeing 
(Continued from Page 4A)

You know who you are…
Early Friday morning, on the 

coldest day of the year, at around 
6:30 a.m., you hit our 13-year-old 
shepherd and left her freezing, 
bleeding and unable to cry for 
help on the side of the road. You 
didn’t have enough compassion 
or human decency to stop and 
to try to find the owners. Our 
lights were on on the porch and 
inside the house. We were clearly 
awake. Fortunately, there was a 
Good Samaritan who did stop 

when she saw Maya 13 minutes 
later. She took the time to stop 
traffic and try to help. We were 
alerted and we rushed our dog to 
the emergency vet in Burlington 
where she spent the next five 
hours fighting for her life. Sadly, 
she succumbed to her massive 
injuries and died.

Maya was a beloved member 
of our family. We are grieving. 
What we cannot understand is the 
fact that you didn’t do anything 
at all to help her and just left 

her to freeze. You obviously 
know you hit her because you 
left parts of your car next to her. 
Accidents happen but in this case 
your lack of acknowledgment is 
unforgivable. Those 13 minutes 
she was left before someone 
stopped could’ve made a 
difference on getting her the help 
to save her life! 

Shame on you!
Sadie Messenger and 

Mike Morcombe
Middlebury

neighbors, and has already worked 
in an inclusive way to make 
positive change.

Passion for supporting children 
and teachers: When I asked 
Ellen why she wanted to run for 
school board, she simply said 
that she believes that all children 
and families should have a great 
experience at school, and that she 
believes our well-resourced school 

district can make that happen. She 
knows that the strength of our 
community begins with ensuring 
that every child has what they 
need to be healthy and successful. 
This is her guiding star, and I 
know Ellen will thoughtfully work 
to make sure that all students 
and families have a positive 
experience at school.

When I think of who I want 
making decisions for the 

future of our district, I think of 
someone like Ellen. Ellen has 
the experience and know-how 
to continue to move our district 
towards success, she has proven 
commitment to our community 
and she has the best intentions for 
all students guiding her. On March 
7th, be sure to vote for Ellen 
Whelan-Wuest.

Amanda Reinhardt
Middlebury

Reinhardt letter
(Continued from Page 4A)

Irresponsible driver left injured dog at side of roadLetters to the Editor

Cornwall’s Kramer earns support in ACSD board race
The current Cornwall School 

families writing this letter 
would like to recommend Chris 
Kramer for the Cornwall seat 
on the ACSD Board. For us, 
Chris stands out as a leader in a 
strong field of candidates for this 
position.

Chris has served since 
2019 as co-chair of Friends of 
Cornwall School. During that 
time, he has shown unparalleled 
dedication to our school. He 
was one of only a small handful 
of volunteers who kept the 
organization active during the 
height of the pandemic. Chris 
helped transform the most 
beloved traditional school events 
into new formats that could be 
sustained even under pandemic 
restrictions. He was instrumental 
in fundraising to support outdoor 
education, including the creation 
of a second outdoor classroom 
with the purchase of an 
additional tent and other outdoor 
learning supplies. He also led 
and contributed to numerous 
efforts to help boost staff and 
school morale during such a 
challenging time.

As restrictions have lifted, 
Chris has brought new 
opportunities to our school 
community. Last spring, he 
established local partnerships 
in Cornwall with MALT, 
the Middlebury Community 
Music Center, Middlebury 
Studio School, TaeKwon 

Do K.I.C.K.S., and other 
providers to offer afterschool 
programming, where we 
previously had no local option. 
This year, he coordinated with 
the town selectboard to fully 
fund these programs, making 
them tuition-free and open to all 
students. He has even brought 
VTrans together with the 
Cornwall selectboard to improve 
signage along Route 30, a first 
step in establishing a safer route 
between the school building and 
afterschool programming at our 
town hall.

At the district level, Chris 
has advocated for thoughtful 
consideration of district-wide 
changes. Before the MUMS 
expansion, for example, Chris 
cautioned in an interview with 
the Addison Independent, “Some 
people may not realize that the 
6th-grade move also entails 
a complete revamping of the 
model for how the whole school 
operates all grades. MUMS has 
been considered a model middle 
school in our district, and much 
of that comes from the care and 
attention that teachers have been 
able to give to students during a 
time of growth in their lives that 
can be socially and emotionally 
challenging. If we’re going to go 
through with the transition, we 
need to make sure we do it right 
and don’t lose too much of what 
has worked so well.”

Many of the concerns Chris 

identified have now become key 
challenges that the board and 
district have wrestled with in the 
transition. This type of foresight 
will be needed as we consider 
other potential transitions going 
forward.

Throughout it all, Chris has 
insisted on transparency in the 
decision-making process, even 
when doing so has, at times, 
put him under the spotlight. 
His willingness to pursue 
openness and accountability, 
even under pressure, is the kind 
of leadership we need to build 
confidence and trust in district 
proceedings.

For all of these reasons, we 
wholeheartedly endorse Chris as 
our choice for the Cornwall seat 
on the ACSD Board.

Meghan Allen, William 
Allen, Jennifer Barnes, Mark 

Barnes, Chelsey Berlic, 
Oliver Berlic, Claire Bove, 

Alisa Breau, Amy Carey, 
Christopher Carey, Ashley 

Clark, Brian Clark, Nick 
Dika, Adam Federman, 

Chelsea Fellows-Stanley, Mike 
Magluilo, Noelle Magluilo, 

Melissa Mitchell, Mike 
Mitchell, Jessica Morse, David 

Nelson, Sarah Pelkey, Shelly 
Shackett, Edward Shackett, 

Jennifer Thompson, Elizabeth 
Toder, Sarah Trouslard, 

Amanda Van Dellen, Chet Van 
Dellen

Cornwall

Letters can be found on Pages 4A, 5A and 8A.
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Sally Louise Tracy Chamberlain, 86, of Ferrisburg

173 Court St. • Middlebury, VT
Roxanna Emilo

Broker/Realtor/Owner
Office: (802)388-4440   
Cell: (802)349-9837

EmiloVTRealEstate.com
emilovtrealestate@gmail.com

Let Us Sell or Find Your Roost!

BRISTOL - $130,000 
30 acres of Beautiful Mountain land. Two 
nice brooks come through a deer yard 
of hemlock trees. Various hardwoods 
scattered throughout the property 
including a sugarbush. Come take a tour 
of this property. Peaceful, tranquil and 
Secluded. Includes Survey and septic 
design. All but 2 acres for the building 
site is in current use. Actual taxes to be 
determined. 
MLS# 4886351  

A Celebration of Life, for those left behind, helps those 
family members and friends with closure. Even though 

your loved one says “I just want to be cremated – no 
funeral,” they forget the Celebration of Life service is 

not for them, but for the ones left behind. A service is a 
healthy way to say good-bye.

Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral Home  
117 South Main St. Middlebury, VT  

802-388-2311
sandersonfuneralservice.com

Cremation
with a Service

FERRISBURG — Sally 
Chamberlain left this earthly realm 
on Feb. 1, 2023. She was born on 
May 4, 1936, to Scott and Hilda 
(Palmer) Tracy, in Charlotte, 
Vt. She was the youngest of six 
children. 

She is survived by her husband, 
Paul of sixty-four years, her 
daughter, Tracy Haviland (Dave); 
son Todd Chamberlain (Michelle); 
grandchildren Grace and AJ 
Chamberlain; sister Joyce Jackson; 
and best friend Jan Raymond, who 
has always been like a sister to 
her. She was predeceased by her 
parents, infant sister Marian, infant 
son Paul Jr.; sisters Jane Jewel and 
Nita Murray, and brother Robert 
Tracy. She also leaves behind 
many nieces, nephews and cousins, 
as well as an amazing group of 
friends.

Sally grew up in a farming 
family. During some summers she 
helped on the farm of her Uncle 
Albert and Aunt Doris DeVine. She 
learned how to drive a team of draft 
horses, pulling a wagon of hay up a 
very steep hill. When Uncle Albert 
advanced to a tractor, she noted 
that the horses did a better job!

Sally attended Vergennes High 
School, and worked at Simmonds 
in Vergennes, and General Electric 
in Burlington. When Sally married 
Paul, they made their home in 
Ferrisburg Center, where they 

SALLY LOUISE (TRACY) CHAMBERLAIN
raised their two children. In 1980, 
the family moved to the home 
that they designed and built on 
Shellhouse Mountain in Ferrisburg.

In 1960, it was decided that Sally 
would race the stock car belonging 
to her father-in-law Harley and 
his brother Harold in a Powder 
Puff event at a local track. Her 
aggressive tactics gave her the win.

Sally greatly enjoyed live music, 
and played the guitar and sang. 
She was an avid deer hunter, with 
good results! Fishing was also a 
favorite with her. In 1966, she and 
Paul built a camp in Bristol Notch, 
where she was able to do plenty of 
hunting and fishing, especially for 
trout. Travel was important to her. 
She and Paul visited family as far 
away as Kansas and California. 

Closer to home, they spent much 
time in Ogunquit, Maine. Taking 
rides to explore the countryside 
was a regular activity. They also 
went on cruises to Jamaica and 
twice to Bermuda.

Sally befriended many people in 
her lifetime. That was her joy, and 
truly what she will be remembered 
for most.

There will be visiting hours at 
Brown-McClay Funeral Home 
in Vergennes on Friday, Feb. 10, 
between the hours of 5 and 7 p.m. 
Funeral services will be held at 
the Methodist Church in North 
Ferrisburg on Saturday, Feb. 11, at 
11 a.m. There will be a reception 
following, including a luncheon, 
at the American Legion Post 14 in 
Vergennes. ◊

William John Ambrose Sr., 63, of Ferrisburgh
FERRISBURGH — William 

John Ambrose, Sr., 63, of 
Ferrisburgh, contended with his 
mortality more than 2.5 years post-
stroke. Having faced one battle after 
another, his spirit yielded to God, 
calling him up from Middlebury 
at his time: 12:07 p.m. on Jan. 31, 
2023.

Born on Dec. 18, 1959, in 
Burlington, Bill was the only child 
of Raymond George Ambrose 
(who died in 2013) and Janet 
May (Humiston) Ambrose (who 
died in 1987). Both sets of Bill’s 
grandparents engaged in farming 
in the town of Ferrisburgh, and 
his first work was on their farms. 
Bill was a commercial truck driver 
most of his career and worked for 
companies owned by his friends, 
neighbors, and relatives: including, 
the Humiston, Brace, and Bradford 
families.

His hobbies included hunting at 
the family deer camp on Sand Road, 

fishing at Otter Creek or Kingsland 
Bay State Park, and canning jam 
and salsa from his garden. He 
enjoyed barbeques, lawn-mowing, 
and celebrating holidays with his 
family. He was especially fond of 
driving a tractor in the Vergennes 
Memorial Day Parade and the 
Charlotte Tractor Parade.

Bill was married first to the 
mother of his children, Anne Marie 
Haskins on Dec. 31, 1987, at 
Panton, Vt., and second to Debra 
Darlene Gaudette on July 21, 1990, 
in Ferrisburgh.

Bill’s four children survive him: 
his eldest daughter, Rebecca Lyn 
Ambrose, of Salem, Ore.; twin 
daughters Sarah Marie Ambrose of 
Coos Bay, Ore.; and Elizabeth May 
Ambrose of North Bend, Ore.; and 
his son, Billy, Jr. of Waco, Texas. 
Six grandchildren survive him: 
Andrew Hermann and Tamisha 
Werst, both of Coos Bay, Robert 

Field III and Jadrienne Lemmer, 
from North Bend, and Keagen and 
Neveah Ambrose of Waco.  His 
stepson Reuben Haskins Ballard 
is living in Hickory, N.C.  His 
parents, grandparents, and spouses 
predeceased him.

The family extends eternal 
gratitude to James and Jeremiah 
Ouimette of Vergennes Law for 
their legal representation of our 
father and to Karlene Devine for 
helping our father stay connected 
to his beloved, squirrel-chasing 
beagle dog, Dexter.  We also thank 
Duprey Law and Joan Humiston.

In lieu of flowers, Bill’s final 
wish is for three dwarf apple trees 
to be planted on his land on Sand 
Road and for them to be cut and 
new ones planted in 5 years’ time.

Private cremation rites were held 
at Sanderson’s Funeral Service. 
Interment will be at Gage Cemetery 
in the spring. A celebration of life 
will be announced on a later date. ◊

WILLIAM JOHN AMBROSE SR. 

Obituary Guidelines
The Independent will publish paid obituaries and free notices of passing. Paid obituaries cost 25 cents per word and will be 

published, as submitted, on the date of the family’s choosing. For those who do not wish to purchase an obituary, the Independent 
offers a free notice of passing up to 100 words, subject to editing by our news department. Photos (optional) with either paid 
obituaries or free notices cost $10 per photo. Obituaries may be emailed to obits@addisonindependent.com.

Submissions must be received by 11 a.m. on Wednesday for publication in the Thursday paper. Email obits@addisonindependent.
com or call 802-388-4944 for more information.

Marcia Jean (Masterson) Perry, 73, of Starksboro
STARKSBORO — Marcia Jean 

(Masterson) Perry died Wednesday, 
Jan. 18, 2023, at the age of 73, 
surrounded by loved ones at her 
home in Starksboro, Vt., after a 
six-month struggle with pancreatic 
cancer. 

Marcia was born on Dec. 8, 
1949, in Middlebury, Vt., to 
Margery Louise (Bent) Masterson 
and Edward Charles Masterson. 
She spent her early life in Bristol 
and South Bristol, where her love 
for nature was instilled when her 
father, Ned, took the girls fishing, 
hiking, and picnicking.

When the family moved to 
Brandon, Marcia began playing 
the clarinet in band and became 
involved with an active youth 
fellowship at the Methodist Church. 
She was also a hardworking 
and spirited employee at the 
Rexall Drugstore and Shapiro’s 
Department Store. She graduated 
from Otter Valley Union High 
School in 1967, attended Castleton 
State College and lived briefly in 
Florida and Rhode Island before 
returning to Vermont in 1970, 
residing in Rutland and Shrewsbury.

She was married for a short time 
to Robert Norton of Florida, with 
whom she had her son, Chad, in 
1970. She worked for several years 
at the First Vermont Bank & Trust 
Company in Rutland, and in 1971, 
she met Peter Osterhoudt of Glens 
Falls, N.Y., and he soon joined 
her and Chad’s family. The three 
moved to Vershire, Vt., in 1973, 
when she and Peter began working 
at the Vershire School, a private 
boarding school. 

The Vershire School was 
founded on the concept that young 
teenagers undertaking a college 
prep curriculum could also benefit 
from a strong hands-on experiential 
component. Faculty were given a 
great deal of freedom to develop 
programs and learning opportunities 
for students. Marcia thrived in this 
environment, operating, with Peter, 
for several years, a Pioneer and 
Wilderness Summer Camp. Their 
program provided a camp-based 
focus on homesteading, gardening, 
and building primitive living 
facilities; and a wilderness focus 
on backpacking, canoeing, and 
climbing, both in remote areas in 
the Northeast, and in the Canadian 
and Colorado Rockies. 

During the school year, Marcia 
helped lead months-long, culturally 
immersive residences in Mexico, 
and shorter excursions to Greece 
and to the Grand Canyon. At her 
home at the school, Marcia engaged 
in her own homesteading activities 
— gardening, keeping a milk cow, 
and raising huskies.

During this time, Marcia 
completed her bachelor’s degree 
in Biology and Secondary 
Education at Norwich University, 
then began her teaching career in 

MARCIA JEAN 
(MASTERSON) PERRY

Biology, Spanish, English, and 
Music at Vershire. She eventually 
served the school as Director of 
the Academic Summer School, 
Director of Studies, and Director 
of Judgment Ridge (Summer) 
Camp. during this period of her 
life, Marcia expanded her sense 
of adventure and opportunity, and 
gained self-confidence and a strong 
sense of her own personal integrity 
and leadership capacities. She 
honed her pedagogical skills and 
discovered her innate compassion 
and talent for nurturing students 
with learning differences and 
personal challenges. 

While at Vershire, Marcia met 
Tom Perry of Dover, Mass., an 
English teacher who became her 
best friend, travel companion, and 
loving husband in a marriage that 
spanned almost 40 years. There, 
Marcia also met her two dear 
lifelong friends, Sheri Amsel and 
Sara Lyda.

In 1984, Marcia taught at the 
Dwight-Englewood School in 
Englewood, N.J., then returned to 
Vermont to settle with Chad and 
Tom in Burlington. There, Marcia 
worked as a Chapter One tutor with 
teenagers at St. Joseph’s Group 
Home, and, in 1987, she and Tom 
welcomed a daughter, Caitlin, into 
their lives.  

Also at this time, Marcia and 
Tom began their life in Starksboro, 
first at a tiny off-grid stone cabin 
half a mile up a four-wheel drive 
road above the Huntington Valley, 
where they spent most of their 
free time. Later, they purchased a 
partially converted dairy barn in the 
same part of Starksboro, which they 
spent the next 25 years transforming 
into their home. Marcia kept goats, 
chickens and geese, and expanded 
her gardening and beekeeping 
hobbies. She embraced the nuances 
of country life and the ecosystems 
around her, and she had lively 
interactions with her flocks and 
herds in the barn each morning. She 
also loved birdwatching, reading, 
knitting and fiber arts, sitting on her 
porch and connecting with loved 
ones on a long walk or around a 
dinner table. 

Marcia’s teaching career 
continued to broaden over the 
course of her working life. She 
enjoyed lengthy tenures at the Pine 
Ridge School in Williston, the 
Lake Champlain Waldorf School 
in Shelburne, Rice High School in 
South Burlington, and at the Stern 
Center for Language and Learning 
in Williston. She also taught at 
U32 High School in Montpelier, 
at Vergennes Union High School, 
and at Burlington’s Mansfield 
Hall. During the spring before 
she died, Marcia briefly became 
a substitute teacher in her local 
school district until her illness made 
that impossible. She also served her 
local community as Starksboro’s 
Green Up Day Coordinator for 10 
years, as a Meals on Wheels driver, 
and at the Starksboro Community 
Food Shelf.

Marcia loved to laugh, especially 
at the ironies in life, and believed 
one may as well be dead without 
a sense of humor. She was a bit 
irreverent and a little rebellious, 
but she could also listen — really 
well, in fact. She was a supportive, 
perceptive mentor whom many 
relied on as a confidant and advisor.

She raised her two children 
with openness, trust and respect, 
and made her home inviting and 
comfortable — a space filled with 
beloved dogs and cats, houseplants, 
photos of her favorite people, and 
fresh flowers. Marcia’s supportive 
presence was the foundation for 
her close relationships with all, 
including every one of her nieces 
and nephews, making her a special 
and beloved aunt. 

Marcia’s other real passion was 
to travel and explore new places. 
She brought her children, husband, 
and students on frequent road 
trips throughout the United States, 
Canada and Mexico. She enjoyed 
additional travels to Alaska, 
Europe, Japan and the Caribbean. 
She firmly believed in the power 
of “a change of scenery” to uplift 
one’s mood and change one’s 
perspective.

Marcia is survived by her 
husband, Tom Perry; her son, 
Chad Osterhoudt of Duxbury (Jodi 
Shippee); her daughter, Caitlin 
Perry of Pittsfield, Mass. (Victoria 
Arnoldi); her sisters, Margo 
Masterson of Brandon, Margaret 
Fish of Maidstone (Robert Fish), 
Jennie Masterson of Brandon (Len 
Schmidt), and Josie Masterson-Glen 
of New Haven (William Glen); as 
well as numerous nieces, nephews, 
grand nieces and nephews, cousins, 
and friends.

A service celebrating Marcia’s 
life will be held later in the spring 
or summer at a location to be 
announced. If desired, to honor 
Marcia’s life, donations may be 
made to Addison County Home 
Health and Hospice or Starksboro 
First Response.◊

Matthew Charles Nicklaw, 45, of Leicester
LEICESTER — Matthew 

Charles Nicklaw, age 45, died 
Jan. 27, 2023, in Bennington, 
from injuries sustained in a motor 

vehicle-pedestrian accident.
Funeral arrangements are pending 

at Miller & Ketcham Funeral Home 
in Brandon.

A complete obituary will appear 
in a later edition of this paper.

Mark David Williamson, 75, of Charlotte

MARK DAVID WILLIAMSON 

CHARLOTTE — Mark David 
Williamson, age 75, of Charlotte, 
Vt., passed away the afternoon 
of Saturday, Feb. 4, 2023, at 
University of Vermont Medical 
Center in the presence of his loved 
ones. He is survived by his wife, 
Gretchen, and his two children, 
Kyla (28) and Tyler (26), as well 
as many extended family members. 
Mark grew up in Bristol, Vt. with 
his many brothers and friends.

Mark graduated from Champlain 
Valley Union High School in 1966 
and the University of Vermont 
in 1984. He started his career 
at Fletcher Allen in 1973 and 
spent 43 years working as an OR 
nurse, spreading joy, laughter, and 
kindness to everyone he touched. 
Mark valued relaxing days in his 

home at Cedar Beach, skiing at 
Sugarbush, and spending summer 
days on Lake Champlain. Mark 

found great joy in cheering his 
children on through their many 
events and successes.

He will be dearly remembered 
and greatly missed. His legacy will 
live on in the stories he told and the 
lives he affected. Those who knew 
him will carry with them the sound 
of his voice and the passion for life 
he always held and cherished.

A funeral mass will be held 
at 2 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 10, at 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel, in 
Charlotte, with a reception to 
follow at Backyard Bistro. In lieu 
of flowers, the family is requesting 
donations be made to Three Peaks 
Medical Clinic at Sugarbush 
Mountain Resort. The full obituary 
can be found at gregorycremation.
com.◊ 
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254 Ethan Allen Highway, New Haven (Route 7)  |  P.O. Box 754, Middlebury 05753  |  802-388-7259  |  ACHHH.org 

Now offering skilled outpatient physical therapy and speech language pathology 
services close to home from the licensed professionals you know and trust!

Introducing… Addison County Outpatient Therapy

• Specialized services for patients living with Parkinson’s Disease (LSVT BIG and LSVT LOUD)
• Vestibular rehabilitation therapy.     • Gait and balance training.

• Motor re-education for patients with neurological deficits.
• Muscle strengthening and pain management following orthopedic injury or surgery.

Call now to schedule a complimentary 10 minute telephone call
to discuss how ACHHH can help you meet your lifestyle goals - Why Wait?

FUNERAL
MEMORIAL 
SERVICE
CREMATION
PRE-PLANNING    
 SERVICES

BROWN-McCLAY
FUNERAL HOMES

BRISTOL
802-453-2301

VERGENNES
802-877-3321

brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com

If you want a monument - get it from a monument dealer!

Celebrating 92 years | 1930-2022

57 Main St., New Haven   |   802-453-3433 
CleggsMemorials.com    |   info@cleggsmemorials.com

WE DO OUR OWN
Dra� ing  •  Lettering  •  Sandblast 

Cleaning   •   Foundations
Setting  •  Restoration

EXPERIENCE  |  QUALITY  |  VALUE

Family owned and operatedFamily owned and operated
Addison county’s ONLY full ONLY full ONLY

service monument companyservice monument company

C LEGGS 
M E MORIALS

BARRE 
GRANITE

ASSOCIATION
RETAIL

MEMBER

34 MAIN ST., 
SUITE 1

VERGENNES,
VT 05491

(802) 870-7170

 

Don’t miss out!Don’t miss out!
Schedule your Free 15 Minute 

Consultation Today!
All major insurances are accepted. Including: 

We service ALL makes
and models of hearing aids

Hearing Hearing 
solutions for solutions for 

living your living your 
best life.best life.

AN EVENT?
Email it to:

news@addisonindependent.com

thrills, thrills, 
Chills Chills 

and and 
diplomasdiplomas

Class of 2022.5
A HIGHLIGHT OF the student 

career for many Middlebury 
College Febs — those students 
who graduate in February — is 
skiing down the slopes of the 
Middlebury College Snow Bowl 
dressed in their caps and gowns 
in what is known as the “Ski-
Down.” 

But, with temperatures 
forecasted at minus 22 on 
Saturday morning (not to 
mention wind chills much 
lower), Middlebury College 
moved its traditional Ski-Down 
from the Snow Bowl in Hancock 
to the sledding hill in front of 
Middlebury Chapel on campus. 

It didn’t seem to matter much 
to the more than 100 Febs who 
got their diplomas in a ceremony 
at Virtue Field House followed 
by skiing, snowboarding and 
sledding down the little hill in 
front of the chapel. From the 
looks on their faces you can tell 
that fun was had by all.

Photos courtesy of Middlebury College/
Todd Balfour
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WIMETT
TRADING COMPANY

802•465•4688

USED

Michael Jackman, 50 Years Experience 
David Wimett, 37 Years Experience
Mark Grant, 9 Years Experience

2668 Route 7 • Leicester, VT 05733 • wimetttradingco@gmail.com

Wimett Trading Company
at the Big White Barn in Leicester

802-465-4688 

2021 TOYOTA TACOMA 
Access Cab. TRD Pkg, 5 speed, 19k miles! 

$36,995

AFFORDABLE, SAFE & RELIABLE
USED CARS AND TRUCKS

We also buy cars, 
locate specialty orders 

& consider consignments 
Call Dave for an appointment

2010 HONDA RIDGELINE 
RTL, 4X4, Auto, V6, 152k miles 

$14,995 

2011 TOYOTA TACOMA 
XTD Cab, 4X4, V6, Auto, Only 113k miles! 

$16,995 

2014 VOLVO XC70 
AWD, T6, Leather, Loaded, 174k miles 

$12,995 

More than  a decadeof delivering Quality!

x  

2014 SUBARU OUTBACK 
Limited, AWD, Premium, Loaded, 106k miles 

$15,995 

M I D  W I N T E R  C L E A R A N C E  S A L EM I D  W I N T E R  C L E A R A N C E  S A L E

ADDISON COUNTY — In 
Vermont, there aren’t many 
countywide offices, but there are 
some. This past Wednesday, Feb. 1, 
Addison County’s elected officials 
elected this past November 
were sworn in at the Mahady 
Courthouse in Middlebury.

The Honorable Judge David 

Fenster, a state court judge. 
administered the oaths of office 
to new Assistant Judge Nicole 
Wilkerson, returning Assistant 
Judge Patricia Ross, Probate 
Judge Pam Marsh and State’s 
Attorney Eva Vekos. 

Then Assistant Judge Ross 
swore in Sheriff Michael Elmore, 

after which Sheriff Elmore 
gave the oath of office to all his 
deputy sheriffs.

All of these officials were 
elected, except for Fenster (who 
was appointed by Gov. Scott) 
and the deputies (who were hired 
by the sheriff).  Assistant Judge 
Ross won her second election to 

the post, and all the others were 
elected for the first time this past 
Nov. 8.

Vekos became acting state’s 
attorney in December when the 
county’s acting top prosecutor, 
Peter Bevere, left for a job in the 
Rutland County State’s Attorney’s 
Office. 

County officials take oaths of office

Rose Elmore pins the Addison County Sheriff’s badge on her 
husband, Michael Elmore, at the Mahady Courthouse in Middlebury 
this past Wednesday. Michael Elmore took the oath of office to 
become the county’s top elected law enforcement officer that day, as 
did the other elected county officials.

Independent photo/Steve James

Eva Vekos looks happy after taking the oath of office as Addison 
County state’s attorney at the Mahady Courthouse on Feb. 1. With 
her is State Judge David Fenster, who administered the oath of office.

Independent photo/Steve James

Addison County Sheriff’s Deputies take an oath committing to 
do their job faithfully and well during a ceremony at the Mahady 
Courthouse in Middlebury on Feb. 1. Their new boss, Sheriff Michael 
Elmore, administered the oath to his deputies.

Independent photo/Steve James

After taking her oath of office for the first time, Addison County 
Assistant Judge Nicole Wilkerson poses for a photo with State Judge 
David Fenster on Wednesday, Feb. 1, at the county courthouse, 
where Wilkerson will hear cases.

Independent photo/Steve James

Letters to the Editor

Whelan-Wuest for ACSD board
As an earlier letter writer 

pointed out, Cornwall is blessed 
with excellent candidates for 
the School Board. Of these I’ve 
decided to vote for Ellen Whelan-
Wuest since her professional 
and volunteer experiences have 
prepared her to help tackle the 
many and varied problems the 
ACSD faces, including the mess 
that has been made of MUMS.

Earning a masters’ in public 
policy involves studying creative 
problem solving in order to come 
up with practical solutions. Ellen 
earned hers at Duke and now 
applies what she has learned to 
her work for the Council of State 
Governments Justice Center, 
collaborating with state leaders 
to reform criminal justice policy. 
Outside of work she has taken 
leading roles on the WomenSafe 
board, Cornwall’s Development 

Review Board, and is one of 
those organizing a new daycare 
center, The Red Clover Children’s 
Center. Anyone who is willing to 
tackle such a range of issues will 
certainly not be daunted by the 
hard work presented by any and 
all of the challenges our district 
is facing. She is accustomed to 
listening to all sides and analyzing 
what she has heard to come up 
with practical solutions, surely 
an important skill in this time of 
division.

Ellen has a daughter who is 
already attending our elementary 
school here in Cornwall and a son 
who will be heading there soon. I 
know she will do her best for her 
two and all the other students in 
our district.

Marge Drexler
Cornwall

I am very tired of hearing 
the claims of vegans about the 
amazing benefits of eating a 
diet free of meat and animal 
products. Their claims hold up to 
reliable science if applied to the 
corporately-based food production 
which has come to dominate our 
lives.

However, it is a fact that, before 
John Deere invented the steel 
moldboard plow, the grasslands 
of the world were second only to 
the oceans in carbon sequestration. 
Why? Because, for many 
millennia, they were grazed by 
animal species such as ruminants 
and numerous other animals which 
benefited that environment. The 
Great Plains of this continent had 
12 feet of very carbon-rich loam 
until row-cropping caused 3 feet 
of soil loss during the dust bowl 
days, followed by decades of 
further degradation.

Carbon Farmers of America, 
among many other sources, are 
aware that properly managed 
multi-species grazing is likely the 
most practical and rapid method 
known for reducing atmospheric 
CO2. Any well-managed grazing, 
such as organic, strictly grass-fed, 
milk production has a significant 
contribution. The buffalo 
population of the Great Plains, 
well managed for millennia by the 
indigenous people, were especially 
beneficial to that environment.

As for the health claims, a 
vegan friend of mine died a few 
years ago from testicular cancer, 
which is a common occurrence 

with male vegans. Women 
suffer from other reproductive 
organ maladies. It is common 
for vegans to consume tofu or 
other soy products, which are 
carcinogenic. Undernourishment 
or malnourishment are common. 
Doctor Joel Wallach of Critical 
Health News, has a vast 
knowledge of all sorts of ailments. 
He has said that vegans can 
be healthy, but need to take an 
expensive array of supplements to 
be so.

Another fallacy perpetrated by 
these groups is the assumption 
that “herbivores” consume strictly 
vegetation. Some years ago, 
some biologists investigated the 
southwestern U.S. villainization of 
magpies, on the assumption that 
they were the greatest predators 
of small birds in the nests. Motion 
detector cameras revealed that 
the greatest culprits were, in 
fact, deer. I recently came upon 
two deer on a little-traveled road 
which were so enjoying a recently 
squashed squirrel they hesitated 
to let me pass. Decades back, 
one of my pulling steers sniffed a 
cowhide hand-pump leather and 
immediately gobbled it down, 
demonstrating that “herbivores” 
are cannibalistic. They clearly also 
consume insects and various other 
creatures in the vegetation and in 
soil that they eat.

There is an old saw, “believe 
half what you see and nothing you 
hear.”

Joe Gleason
Bridport

Veganism contrary to nature

ADDISON  COUNTY

School News
BURLINGTON — The 

University of Vermont has released 
its dean’s list for the fall 2022 
semester. The following local 
students were included on the list:

Brandon: Evelyn Bart, Theatre 
and Ella Chaney, Biology.

Bridport: Abigail Sunderland, in 
Social Work.

Bristol: Joshua Moore, Business 
Administration; Erin Ptacek, 
Secondary Education — Social 
Science; and Jonas Schroeder, 
Wildlife & Fisheries Biology.

Ferrisburgh: Alisdair Chauvin, 
Music.

Leicester: Anoushka Pschorr, 
Community-Centered Design.

Lincoln: Neil Guy, Mechanical 
Engineering; and Sophia Venman, 
Biomedical Engineering.

Middlebury: Ava Devost, 
Psychological Science and 
Economics; Devon Kearns, 
Neuroscience; and Sabina Ward, 
Art History and Individually 
Designed Studies.

Monkton: Amelia Kerin, 

Exercise Science.
New Haven: Willa Boglioli, 

Anthropology; and Liam Kelliher, 
Biological Science.

Orwell: Martine Limoge, 
Elementary Education - K-6.

Ripton: Timothy Goettelmann, 
Community & International 
Development.

Starksboro: Emma Campbell, 
Early Childhood Preschool; 
Charlotte Doyle, Business 
Administration: and Ryann Estey, 
Business Administration.

Vergennes: Olivia Brooks, 
Anthropology; Jordan Kimball, 
Business Administration; Jane 
Steadman, Business Administration; 

and Miranda Versweyveld, 
Business Administration.

To be named to the dean’s list, 
students must have a grade-point 
average of 3.0 or better and rank in 
the top 20 percent of their class in 
their respective college or school.

The following local students 
were named to the dean’s list at 
the University of Tampa in Tampa, 
Fla.:

Abigail Hoff of Bristol, 
majoring in Psychology; Rhys 
Pitner, of Middlebury, majoring 
in Management; and Charles 
Hodson, of Weybridge, majoring 
in Management. 
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Climate matters
Perspectives on Change

Try the 30-Day Low Carbon Diet and save
MIDDLEBURY — 

Middlebury police investigated 
a report of a vehicle striking a 
German shepherd dog on Quarry 
Road at around 6:30 a.m. on 
Feb. 3. Police said the driver in 
question hadn’t stopped after 
striking the dog, who later died 
at the vet’s office. 

Police searched for — and 
found — the vehicle that struck 
the dog and said the case has 
been forwarded to the Addison 
County State’s Attorney’s Office 
for potential criminal charges.

In other action last week, 
Middlebury police:

• Checked the welfare of two 
students who hadn’t shown up at 
Mary Hogan Elementary School 
on Jan. 30. Police said both 
children were OK.

• Conducted a welfare check 
on Jan. 30 at an East Road 
home on behalf of the Vermont 
Department for Children & 
Families.

• Cited Benjamin Taylor, 41, of 
Middlebury for unlawful trespass 
following an incident at a Main 
Street location on Jan. 30.

• Assisted Middlebury 
Regional EMS (MREMS) on a 
medical call in the Lower Plains 
Road area on Jan. 31.

• Helped a Middlebury College 
student on Jan. 31 who had 
been receiving “abuse (on an) 
electronic communication.”

• Checked on the welfare of an 
East Road resident on Jan. 31.

• Received a report on Jan. 31 
of the alleged theft of “computer 
technology” from the Maecliff 
Court home of a recently 
deceased man.

• Investigated a report of 
potential drug activity in the 
Sugarwood Court area on Jan. 
31.

• Received a report that a 
laptop computer had been stolen 
from one of the locker rooms at 
Middlebury College’s Kenyon 
Arena on Feb. 1.

• Investigated an allegation 
of neglected horses near the 
intersection of Routes 7 and 125 
on Feb. 1. Police inspected the 
horses and said they looked fine.

Road on Feb. 4. Firefighters 
extinguished the fire but the 
garage was a total loss. See story 
in this edition.

• Responded to a report of a 

suspicious person loitering in 
front of a convenience store off 
North Pleasant Street on Feb. 4. 
Police said the person was cold 
and was waiting for a ride.

• Responded to a reported 
physical altercation between two 
Valley View neighbors on Feb. 
4. Police said the case is under 
investigation.

• Responded along with 
MREMS to a report of a 
medical emergency at the town’s 
recreation park off Mary Hogan 
Drive on Feb. 5.

Police investigate hit and 
run after vehicle strikes dog

Police Log
Middlebury

• Received an anonymous tip 
on Feb. 1 regarding potential 
drug use in the North Pleasant 
Street area.

• Received a report on Feb. 2 
from a local parent who said her 
child was being bullied through 
social media.

• Served no-trespass notices on 
Feb. 2 on two guests who were 
no longer wanted at the Marriott 
Hotel off Route 7 South.

• Responded to a complaint 
about a loud party at 59 Main St. 
on Feb. 3. Police said the tenant 
agreed to quiet the party.

• Checked on the welfare of 
a local resident reported to be 
suffering from a mental health 
crisis on Feb. 3. Police said the 
resident was safe.

• Helped Vermont State Police 
screen a possible drunken driver 
at the intersection of Weybridge 
and College streets on Feb. 3. 
Police said the driver wasn’t 
under the influence.

• Conducted a death notification 
in the Woodbridge Lane area on 
Feb. 3 on behalf of the Albany 
(N.Y.) Police Department.

• Investigated a report of a 
vehicle passing other vehicles 
unsafely on Route 7 North on 
Feb. 3.

• Investigated a noise 
complaint at 112 Weybridge St. 
at around 11:20 p.m. on Feb. 
4. Police determined the noise 
wasn’t “unreasonable,” and the 
tenant agreed to turn down the 
music.

• Assisted MREMS with a man 
needing assistance at a Monarch 
Court residence in the Lindale 
Mobile Home Park on Feb. 4.

• Received a report that 
someone had entered a Maecliff 
Court residence without 
permission, and then left, on Feb. 
4.

• Received a report of a fire in 
a garage off Old College Farm 

37th in a series
By LAURA ASERMILY

Saving energy costs fast while 
reducing your carbon footprint 
appealed to Middlebury’s first 
Low Carbon Diet workshop 
participants. The groups never 
imagined how hard and easy it 
would be to shave 5,000 pounds 
of carbon dioxide from their 
households in 30 days. 

This highly empowering 
program was sponsored by 
the Middlebury Area Global 
Warming Action Coalition. I 
facilitated several rounds of the 
diet more than 10 years ago, 
and many of us still have plenty 
of pounds of carbon to trim. 
It’s a program I will offer again 
beginning March 6. “Low-Cal 
Diet?” How about “Low-Carbon 
for Life?”

You learn what your 
household’s biggest energy and 
carbon hogs are by measuring 
your carbon footprint, and then 
target something you’ve been 
wanting to do and get it done, 
like driving or flying less, 
eating lower on the food chain, 
scheduling an energy audit, or 
arranging for a heating system 
replacement appraisal. Many 
participants were grateful to 
learn how a carbon footprint is 
calculated. 

According to the Low Carbon 
Diet Program, a group of five- to 
eight households agree to meet 
consistently once a week over a 
month for an hour to motivate 
each other to take energy saving 
actions listed in the “Low 
Carbon Diet” workbook by 
David Gershon of Empowerment 
Institute. I offer other materials, 
such as Efficiency Vermont 

advice and energy-related tax 
incentive or rebate applications.

“Changes are hard. I know how 
long it took me to remember to 
bring a cloth bag into the store,” 
one participant told me. 
“This program helped 
motivate me to keep 
trying.”

Another told 
me: “My electric 
bill dropped 
significantly after 
two weeks of 
participating in 
the program. I was 
surprised at how easy 
and cheap some of the 
things were to do like putting air 
filters on our faucets.”

“The Low Carbon Diet 
educates, motivates, and delivers 
energy savings in just 30 days.”

The Low Carbon Diet shows 
how to dramatically reduce 
your CO2 output through eco-
friendly actions organized into 
lifestyle practices and household 
systems. By making simple 
changes in daily actions, you’ll 
learn to reduce your CO2 by 
15%. Those who are even more 
motivated can become carbon 
neutral and help their workplace, 
schools, and community reduce 
their carbon footprints and save 
energy costs. 

Even if you think you’re doing 
a pretty good job with energy 
efficiency and carbon reduction, 
the workbook and meetings 
with others help raise your 
consciousness to further reduce 
your carbon footprint. At about 
14,000 pounds of household 
carbon used, one participant 
found himself challenged in 
reducing the 5,000 pounds 

specified by the diet. His proved 
to be a valuable perspective for 
the group. In fact, all participants 
brought different aspects of 
energy efficiency and expertise 

to the weekly meetings. 
Many valued this aspect 

of the diet most; 
it’s a marvelous 
c o m m u n i t y -
b u i l d i n g 
experience. 

As facilitator a 
decade ago, I was 
highly motivating 

to get work done. I 
completed air sealing 

in my attic recommended 
after an energy audit I had 
completed. I had already 
insulated my basement, which 
the audit listed as my top priority 
and largest energy saver, but I 
had procrastinated on getting the 
rest of the work done. The diet 
helped nudge me to finish the 
work, and I could definitely feel 
the difference in my home.

I awakened to global warming 
and the need to take personal 
and local action from a Vermont 
Earth Institute small group 
book discussion led by Paul 
Bortz; I subsequently joined 
him in founding the Middlebury 
Area Global Warming Action 
Coalition in 2003. That evolved 
into the Middlebury Energy 
Committee we know today, on 
which I served for many years. 
During those early years, we 
hosted an “Efficiency First” 
campaign aimed at tackling low 
hanging fruit that could yield 
rapid energy savings and offered 
the low carbon diet and, later, the 
home energy challenge, in which 
neighbors helped neighbors 

identify heat loss in their homes 
and taught effective measures to 
reduce them, like sealing attic 
hatches. 

In recent years, the Middlebury 
Energy Committee has calculated 
a carbon footprint for all town-
owned buildings, facilities and 
fleets on several occasions, and 
gave a progress report last month 
to the selectboard. From the 
report, we learned that we are 
flat in reducing our emissions. 
The Climate Economy Action 
Center of Addison County shows 
a similar trend — a “non-trend” 
that we must begin to move in 
the right direction. We need 
each other’s encouragement to 
keep moving forward. Resolve 
to measure and reduce your 
carbon footprint. Try the Low 
Carbon 30-Day Diet or one of 
many excellent online carbon 
calculators.

Be in touch about joining a Low 
Carbon Diet round at lasermily@
yahoo.com. My series of four 
free weekly workshops will 
begin on Monday March 6. I’m 
eager to help you measurably 
reduce both carbon and costs in 
30 days.

—————
Laura Asermily serves on the 

Walk/Bike Council of Addison 
County and Middlebury Public 
Health and Safety Committee 
toward improving our health and 
mobility options and reducing 
our transportation carbon 
footprint. You see Laura dressed 
as the Yellow Banana on the 
first Wednesday morning of each 
month waving to those on Court 
Street at Mary Hogan Drive to 
celebrate children who walk and 
roll to school.
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In Provence, it’s all about In Provence, it’s all about 
the Romancethe Romance

Saturday February 11th, and
Sunday February 12th 5pm-9pm

$79/person (plus tax & gratuity)
Menu will also be available a la carte and take out

Soup
Clam Chowder

Roasted Red Bell Pepper Cream Soup

Appetizer
Caesar Salad with Sautéed Shrimp in a Cheese Cup

Oyster Crêpe with Champagne Cream Sauce
Escargot in Red Bliss Potato Cup with Garlic Butter

 & Swiss Cheese
Pâte de Campagne with Cranberry Chutney 

& Mesclun Greens

Main Course
Salmon Wellington with Confetti Couscous,

Tomato Tarragon Lemon Butter
Beef Bourguignon with Garlic Mashed Potatoes

Maine Lobster on Red Beet Risotto ~ $10 surcharge
Cavatelli with Red Pepper, Asparagus, Mushroom,

& Pesto Cream Sauce

Dessert
Flourless Chocolate Cake with Raspberry Ganache

& Fresh Raspberries

11 Center Street Brandon Vermont 
Tel: 802-247-9997

Delivery - 388-4003
21 MacIntyre Ln., Middlebury 

 Next to Middlebury Discount Beverage

ColesMiddleburyFlowers.com

             for

Valentine’s Day
... a beautiful tradition

64 Main St.  •  Downtown Middlebury  •  vtsown.com 
We ship!

Loving LocalLoving Local

Pick your piece ofPick your piece of

The Made In Vermont Shop

Vermont.Vermont.

Soft candlelight and glowing fireplaces.
From appetizers to dessert, expertly crafted dishes.
This is romance. Reimagined.

802-388-9925
www.swifthouseinn.com

     @swifthouseinn

25 Stewart Ln, Middlebury Vermont

Valentine’s Day Dinner

Tuesday, February 14
5:00 to 8:30 p.m.

AN INTERESTING
RESALE SHOP

141A Main Street, Vergennes • 802-877-6200
Check online or call for Covid store hours

SweetCharityVT.com • info@sweetcharityvt.com

Some of our
Favorite Things:

Pots ‘n’ Pans • Dishes

Artwork • Lamps • Tables 

Jewelry • Books • Glassware 

 Chairs • Couches • Children’s Books

Architectural Pieces

WE LOVE 
WE LOVE SHOPPERS

SHOPPERS

WE LOVE 
WE LOVE 

DONATIONS
DONATIONS

WE LOVE 
WE LOVE 

VOLUNTEERS

VOLUNTEERS

ADVERTISE Email us at:
ads@addisonindependent.com

Prize Package #1
Van Powell 
This man knows how to 
spread love. Whether it 
is fellow employees that 
he helps with a smile, 
his male friends that he 
says “I love you” OUT 
LOUD, or his partner of almost 30 years, we all agree 
that this is one special person who loves to give.

A few years ago during the start of Covid, Van set up 
a little shop and started making wooden cardinals to 
send to lots of family and friends all across the US to 
honor their loved ones who had recently passed away. 
Duplicates of many and personal ones were made to 
decorate the Hydrangea tree in his front yard. It is a 
beautiful sight in the winter months.

Van Powell, thank you for spreading love so freely, 
haphazardly, and well.
 Submitted by: Beth Marr

Contest Winners

Package 1: $100 gift card to Black Sheep Bistro,  
$25 gift certificate to Linda’s Apparel,  

small treat package from Middlebury Sweets; 

Package 2: $100 gift card to Tourterelle,  
$25 gift certificate to Middlebury Floral & Gifts,  
small treat package from Middlebury Sweets; 

Package 3: $100 gift card to Café Provence,  
$35 gift certificate to Cole’s Flowers,  

small treat package from Middlebury Sweets.

Thank you to all who nominated the loved ones in 
their lives and thank you to our contest sponsors:

Prize Package #2 — Tyler DeLancey
I want to nominate Tyler because he has been working so hard! He is in his 
final year of a trade apprenticeship and has been working so hard towards 
finishing his hours, taking his classes, and studying for his plumbing license. It 
hasn’t been easy to juggle everything he has going on, but his family & friends 
are super proud of him and this special gift would absolutely make his day. 
 Submitted by: Chloe Speyers

Prize Package #3 — Big Lenny 
Big Lenny is one of the most deserving 
people we know. He has had such a 
positive impact on our community and 
around the world with his famous “Big 
Lenny’s Hotdogs”. He’s good people, 
not many like him are left in this 
world. We are so lucky to know him.

Big love to Big Lenny! 
 Submitted by: Tony & Kristy Johnson, 

TKJ Plumbing & Heating

Each contest winner will be contacted within the next week and 
their prize package will be sent to them in the mail.
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SEE MORE MESSAGES 

OF LOVE ON THE NEXT 
PAGE!
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1396 Rte 7 South
 Middlebury, VT      

 388-2500 
M- F 7:30-5:00, Sat. 8-1       

Roses are red,
violets are blue,

home improvements
are a pain,

so let us help you!

1786 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT • 388-2296

24/7 Pager Service  • M-F 7am - 3pm

Heating  •  Plumbing
 Air Conditioning

Heat Pump Installation

RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL

Happy Happy 
Valentine’s Day!Valentine’s Day!

175 Main St., Vergennes, VT
802-877-2320 www.lindasapparel.com 

Mon-Sat. 9:30-5:30

Hearts & roses are red...
Many scarves & hats are blue...

Our lotions and potions smell nice...
And we’ve got great jewelry too!!

You’ll find us at
the of the Little City!

253 Main Street  •  Vergennes, VT  •  802-877-9991  •  blacksheepbistrovt.com 
TUES. – SAT., 4:00PM – 8:00PM • Reservations Accepted

T H E

BLACK SHEEP BISTRO
Casual atmosphere  •  Great Food  •  Exceptional Value

SAMPLE MENU

ENJOY A ROMANTIC DINING EXPERIENCE

CURRIED PUMPKIN BISQUE toasted pepitas
BLACK SHEEP WALDORF SALAD bacon, cheddar, 
candied walnuts, dried cranberries, apple
STEAMED PORK DUMPLINGS maple soy demi 
glace
THAI BROILED HADDOCK toasted almonds, 
coconut curry sauce, creamed spinach
DUCK BREAST spiced cranberry demi, garlicky 
green beans
SESAME CHILI GLAZED FRIED TOFU ancient 
grains fried rice, roasted brussels sprouts, braised 
cabbage

CELEBRATE YOUR 
VALENTINE’S WEEK WITH US!

TUES.– SAT.,  4PM – 8PM 
Order by phone or online for take-out

UPSTAIRS IN-PERSON DINING AND FULL BAR

161 MAIN STREET  •  VERGENNES, VT  • 802.877.9962  •  PARKSQUEEZE.COM

HOUSE FAVORITES

VT CHARCUTERIE PLATE VT Country Farm sausage • Cabot sharp cheddar 
house-made pickles • fruit • warm bread
POTATO CHEDDAR PIEROGIES sautéed spinach • onion butter 
CHICKEN WINGS a pound of jumbo wings with ranch or bleu cheese – 
classic buffalo • spicy maple • coconut chili • honey dijon
GENERAL TSO CAULIFLOWER fried cauliflower • sautéed veggies • General 
Tso sauce • jasmine rice
NEW ENGLAND BAKED HADDOCK buttered gremolata breadcrumbs • 
jasmine rice • roasted broccolini
SQUEEZE BURGER bacon • cheddar cheese • fried egg • pickled onions • 
roasted red peppers • greens 

Start your 

ValentineValentine’’s Week s Week 
with Good Vibes and Taste at 

Park Squeeze
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We asked our readers to submit a 
message to their special someone 

for Valentine’s Day. Here are the 
notes we received from Addy Indy 

readers to their loved ones.

Jane, 
Wonderful cook, 

great housekeeper, 
terrific support and 
friend. All my love. My 
partner. 

Love, Bob

Ruby Frey,
You are a smart, 

fierce girl who is going 
to change the world. 
We love you to Jupiter 
and back.

Love, Mama & Dada

We’ve been stuck under a grey cloud 
lately, but days ahead will get rosier if we 
stick together. Love you to the end of the 
universe, Woody, Sam, and Naomi (and 
Trudy too, up there in doggy Heaven)! 

     Mama

Happy Anniversary and Happy 
Valentine’s Day, Banana! Here’s to 
another twenty-three years! 

Love,  Peeps

Precious,

You are so beautiful to me
You are so beautiful to me
Can’t you see
You’re everything I hoped for
You’re everything I need
You are so beautiful to me
in Magical Middlebury

Priscilla

Aditya Jain,
Love you to Atwater 

and back (in middle 
of snowstorm).

Becca Amen

Mimi loves Danpa ❤

Fub Loves Mub

Amelia-
Roses are red,
Violets are blue,
My little Tootsie,
Your Mimi loves you!

To my Big Guy-
I am beyond proud of you!
Love you with all my heart,

Mom

A Haiku or Two for You

New chapter kids gone
Hot tub at night souls’ delight
Hand holding prevails
Teasing words giggles
Choosing happy with you, Kyle
Enduring love resides 

Karen

Enjoy a 3-course prix-fixe
VALENTINE’S DINNER  

with a complimentary 
glass of Prosecco.  

February 14th

Dinner will be served in Morgan’s Tavern
$50 per person

Call (802) 388-4961 to make reservations

Valentine’s Day  

Full Menu Available at MiddleburyInn.com

Live Jazz!
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Beeman
(Continued from Page 1A)

Beeman Elementary students 
also got a chance to hear about the 
realities of immigrating to Vermont 
from someone who has experienced 
it — Briggette Giron, a senior at 
Mount Abe who a few years ago 
made the journey from Guatemala 
to the Green Mountain State with 
her family. This past November, 
Giron spoke with students about 
her immigration experience. 

“They asked me questions like 
‘do you see your family,’ and that’s 
something that a lot of (immigrants) 
don’t do once we come here. We 
don’t see our family, we don’t visit 
our family,” Giron said. “Most of 
our culture, we try to keep but a lot 
of it is just lost sometimes.”  

Giron said she was happy to 
return to the New Haven school 
and share more about her home 
country with students, this time 
through food. 

“I think it’s really nice that we’re 
doing this because we’re teaching 
students that there are other cultures 
in Vermont,” she said. “Migrant 
communities are not really shown 
or appreciated in Vermont, like 
they are not seeing us as part of 
the community. So, I think getting 
involved with younger kids and 
schools is very important.”

Giron’s mother, Wendy, helped 

KINDERGARTENER JADE GORTON AND SECOND-GRADER LUCAS GORTON

BEEMAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL kitchen staff served up an authentic Guatemalan lunch for students 
on Tuesday. Food service staff member Tammy Jewett (left) and Wendy Gorin teamed up to make pollo 
en jocón, a traditional Guatemalan dish intended to introduce students to the Central American country.  

Independent photo/Steve James

the school’s kitchen staff prepare 
Tuesday’s meal. Wendy said she 
was grateful for the opportunity 
to bring a piece of Guatemala to 
students in New Haven. 

“I feel very happy and thankful 
because my country is very little 
and we are sharing just a little 
piece of it with everybody through 
our food,” Wendy said. 

Outside of the cafeteria, students 
learned more about Guatemala in 
their classes. The school’s cafeteria 
was filled with decorations students 
made in art class. The colorful 
projects were accompanied by 
lessons about Guatemala’s culture 
and history. 

Students drew pictures of the 
resplendent quetzal, Guatemala’s 
national bird, and created vibrant 
bouquets of paper flowers to adorn 
the lunch tables. 

Erika Norris, an art teacher 
at Beeman, said the classroom 
activities helped introduce students 
to the world outside New Haven. 

“With COVID, everyone’s 
world got so small, so it was this 
opportunity to be able to sort of 
open those doors again and let in 
community members, the greater 
community again and learn more 
about another country, to open 
those doors and open their world 
up again,” she said. 

Students also read about 
Guatemala in their library and 
learned some basic Spanish 
phrases. Fifth-grader Emma Rule 
said she enjoyed learning more 
about Guatemala in the classroom 
and the cafeteria.  

“We learned that Guatemala is 
the birthplace of chocolate and 
(chocolate making) goes back 3,000 
years,” Rule said, turning back to 
the bowl of pollo en jocón on her 
tray. “The food is really good, too.” 

That sentiment seemed to be 
shared among students. When 
asked if they enjoyed Tuesday’s 
lunch option, the room full of 
students responded with a wave of 
thumbs ups. 

“Can you make more?” one 
student pleaded from amid the 
crowd. 

While there aren’t any other 
Guatemalan lunch events on the 
horizon, Alexander said she’s 
looking forward to planning future 
events that introduce students to 
new foods. 

“One of the goals that’s important 
to me is that our school nutrition 
program is part of education. Not 
just in terms of nourishing kids 
so they are ready to learn but also 
giving them opportunities to learn 
about food from Vermont and FIRST-GRADER SCARLETT FOX

FIRST-GRADER
ZAFIRA SENE

everywhere else,” she said. 
Alexander noted Tuesday’s 

offering was the first the district 

has put together since the start of 
the pandemic. 

“We used to do more, and we 

will, we’re working our way 
back,” she said. “We’d love to do 
this again.” 

??
Visit sugarbush.com to see what 

this contest is all about!

NOTE TO SELF:NOTE TO SELF:
SUGARBUSH IS OPEN FOR DINNER SUGARBUSH IS OPEN FOR DINNER 

SEVEN NIGHTS A WEEK. SEVEN NIGHTS A WEEK. 
CHECK THE WEBSITE — DUUUH...CHECK THE WEBSITE — DUUUH...

FRIDAY NIGHT SUSHI  FRIDAY NIGHT SUSHI  
AT RUMBLE’S 4 – 8 PMAT RUMBLE’S 4 – 8 PM

  ENTER CONTEST  ENTER CONTEST  

SHARE MY SUGARBUSH STORY. SHARE MY SUGARBUSH STORY. 

Checkout sugarbush.com to be a part Checkout sugarbush.com to be a part 

of the #MySugarbush mosaic of the #MySugarbush mosaic 

and to WIN lift tickets, GoPros, and to WIN lift tickets, GoPros, 

gift cards, hotel stays and more.gift cards, hotel stays and more.

Valentine’s Day 
 dinner from 4 – 9 PM 

APPETIZERS 

Raw Oysters   $3.50 each

a variety of cold-water oysters served with classic accompaniments

Scallop Crudo   $20

hibiscus water, chili oil, brunoise of cucumber, micro cilantro

Baked Jasper Hill Willoughby   $20

 wrapped in puff pastry and baked, spiced apples, 

maple caramel, pecans, toasted crostini

Crispy Pork Belly   $18

braised and then seared, parsnip purée, pickled pear, 

maple balsamic reduction

ENTRÉES  

Buttered Twin Lobster Tails   $52

baked potato, asparagus, sauce bearnaise 

Spiced Crusted Ribeye   $46

roasted garlic and Bayley Hazen butter, whipped pommes purée, 

creamed spinach

ADD: buttered lobster tail   $25

Cioppino   $42

scallops, mussels, shrimp and calamari, white wine, 

San Marzano tomatoes, fresh herbs, grilled baguette 

Chicken Involtini   $35

chicken cutlets stuffed with spinach, prosciutto de parma, Italian cheese 

served with pesto cream, house red sauce, buttered breadcrumbs 

and grilled asparagus

Grilled Aspirations   $26

marinated broccolini, whipped cashew sambal, pomegranate, 

shaved shallot, mint, Greek olive oil, toasted sesame 

DESSERTS 

Vanilla Caramel Layer Cake   $12

Chocolate Hazelnut Crème Brulée   $12

Triple Berry Tart with Vanilla Bean Ice Cream   $12

802-583-6800

Valentine’s Day 
 dinner from 4 – 9 PM 

APPETIZERS 

Raw Oysters   $3.50 each

a variety of cold-water oysters served with classic accompaniments

Scallop Crudo   $20

hibiscus water, chili oil, brunoise of cucumber, micro cilantro

Baked Jasper Hill Willoughby   $20

 wrapped in puff pastry and baked, spiced apples, 

maple caramel, pecans, toasted crostini

Crispy Pork Belly   $18

braised and then seared, parsnip purée, pickled pear, 

maple balsamic reduction

ENTRÉES  

Buttered Twin Lobster Tails   $52

baked potato, asparagus, sauce bearnaise 

Spiced Crusted Ribeye   $46

roasted garlic and Bayley Hazen butter, whipped pommes purée, 

creamed spinach

ADD: buttered lobster tail   $25

Cioppino   $42

scallops, mussels, shrimp and calamari, white wine, 

San Marzano tomatoes, fresh herbs, grilled baguette 

Chicken Involtini   $35

chicken cutlets stuffed with spinach, prosciutto de parma, Italian cheese 

served with pesto cream, house red sauce, buttered breadcrumbs 

and grilled asparagus

Grilled Aspirations   $26

marinated broccolini, whipped cashew sambal, pomegranate, 

shaved shallot, mint, Greek olive oil, toasted sesame 

DESSERTS 

Vanilla Caramel Layer Cake   $12

Chocolate Hazelnut Crème Brulée   $12

Triple Berry Tart with Vanilla Bean Ice Cream   $12

802-583-6800

WWhat’shat’s YOUR    YOUR   
   STORY?   STORY?

Make Valentine’s 
Make Valentine’s 

Day Dinner Day Dinner 

ReservationsReservations MAKE IT AN EXTRA SPECIAL NIGHT
MAKE IT AN EXTRA SPECIAL NIGHTValentine’s One-Night Getaway

Rooms starting at $169

LOVE ON THE SLOPES
LOVE ON THE SLOPES

Valentine’s Day $25 Lift Ticket Special

Only available 2/14/23

Read the full story on 
Instagram & Facebook 

@sugarbush_vt.

Congrats to this week’s #MySugarbush #MySugarbush 
Winner of the MonthWinner of the Month PATRICK G. 

who won a Sugarbush Gift Card & Lift Ticket!! 

Book a spot at the Book a spot at the 

Zero Gravity Zero Gravity 

Allyn’s Lodge DinnerAllyn’s Lodge Dinner

Feb. 16thFeb. 16th

menu may change due to food availability
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Strong Schools.  Strong Towns.  Strong Kids.

www.votechriskramer.com

ChrisChris

KramerKramer
ACSD Board

Endorsements

Co-Chair Since 2019, Friends of Cornwall School

Paid for by Chris Kramer, 553 Wooster Rd, West Cornwall, VT  05778

1.  Bring Transparency to New Superintendent Search.

2.  Amend Article 14 to Give Towns a Say in Their Future.

3.  Focus on Fiscally Responsible, Highest-Priority Facility Improvements.

• Ashley Lane, President, Bridport PTO
• Jubilee McGill, Addison-5 Representative (Bridport)
• Molly Daly, Co-Chair, Friends of Cornwall School
• Lorri Sperry, former Co-Chair, Friends of Cornwall School
• Kristi Tolgyesi, former member, Cornwall School Board
• Farhad Khan, Middlebury Selectboard
• Sadie Brightman, Executive Director, Middlebury Community Music Center
• Su White, Teaching Director, Quarry Hill School in Middlebury
• Linda January, Executive Director, Otter Creek Child Center/College Street 

Children’s Center in Middlebury
• Logan Price, Board Chair, Otter Creek Child Center/College Street Children’s 

Center in Middlebury, and former ACSD Business Manager
• Kymberly Breckenridge, Board Chair, Teen Center in Middlebury
• Jacqueline Prime, two-time winner of the Terri Lynne Lokoff Teacher Award for 

Outstanding Early Education
• Erin Robinson, President, Friends of Ripton School
• Laurie Cox, Chair, Ripton Selectboard
• Wendy Harlin, former member, Ripton School Board
• Barry King, former Director, Keewaydin Environmental Education Center (KEEC) 

in Salisbury
• Ruth Bernstein, Shoreham Selectboard
• Becca Kerr, Director, ARK Afterschool Program in Shoreham
• Fran Putnam, Weybridge

*10th annual Free Brakes for Food*
We are collecting food for Addison County HOPE

and are willing to bribe you!

Free brakes for food*
All you have to do is 

bring a bag of 
12 non-perishable 

food items per axle 
for this fine organization!

Hurry! Hurry! Hurry!

* We start off with a Free Brake Inspection and Free Brake Diagnosis. If you need brakes, 
we provide FREE Premium Brake Pads and $45 off the Labor and Install the Pads with the 

purchase of rotors. No other discounts may be combined with this offer.
We do not pad slap!

Go to Hope-VT.org     Dates: Feb. 6- March 10, 2023
“We are proud of this annual drive that’s contributed over 1,000 pounds of 

food to HOPE each year.” — Steve and Lisa Dupoise

Family 
operated 

since 
1982

33 Seymour Street     Middlebury, VT
802-388-7620  •  www.countytirecenter.com

info@countytirecenter.com
Mon - Fri 8am-5pm     Closed Saturday & Sunday

Bearor
(Continued from Page 1A)

believes the skills he uses as the 
service manager for J.W. and D.E. 
Ryan Plumbing & Heating could 
be just as important when he sets 
the agenda for the seven-member 
Vergennes City Council and 
interacts with Vergennes citizens. 

Bearor said some of those 
citizens have encouraged him to 
run for the council over the past 
two years, and he switched gears 
to run for mayor when incumbent 
Mayor Matt Chabot announced he 
would step away. 

“A lot of people have asked me 
if I was interested in running for 
council. They know that I’m pretty 
level-headed, and I don’t jump to 
conclusions,” Bearor said. “I have 
my own personal opinion, but 
realistically I listen to everybody, 
and then how do we make a 
compromise here? Or are we all in 
agreement?”

Meanwhile, Bearor is already 
faced with a difficult choice — 
whether to step down from the 
water district board. 

He acknowledged it would be a 
legal conflict to remain as a lister 
and he will leave that post, but that 
he is unsure of the advisability of 
remaining on the water district 
board, given both the legal issue 
and the workload.

“I’m not sure what I’m going to 
do yet. If I’m allowed to (stay on 
the water district board), I’m not 
sure I want to devote time to both. 
I don’t know if it’s fair or not,” 
Bearor said.

That fairness extends to wanting 
to make sure he has time with for 
his job and his family: his wife, 
Beth, a kindergarten teacher at 
Vergennes Union Elementary 
School, and their two daughters, 
ages 13 and 9, both members of 
the Vergennes Champs swimming 
team.

Chris Bearor grew 
up in Cornwall and 
about 18 years ago 
settled with Beth, a 
Vergennes native, in 
her hometown. They 
had met while both 
were serving on their 
communities’ rescue 
services, Chris in 
Middlebury and Beth 
in Vergennes.

While weighing 
the pros and cons of 
double board service, 
Bearor said he has 
also brushed up on 
the fine points of 
Robert’s Rules of 
Order by watching 
tutorials online. 

“I don’t know 
everything, but I 
want to be as prepared as I can,” 
he said. 

Still, Bearor believes his 
experience as a public board co-
chair will come in handy over the 
next two years.

“I’ve run enough (meetings) so 
that I’m comfortable doing it,” he 
said. 

Bearor discussed how he plans 
to operate meetings. He said he 
would be inclusive, but that proper 
process is important. Barring 
emergencies, he intends to stick 
to published agendas and set a 
deadline in advance for creating 
them.

“I just want to run it so that it’s 

fair to everybody in the community 
so they get a spot at the table to 
talk, if they do it the proper way,” 
he said. “I’m not a fan of people 
coming in and trying to put a new 
agenda item on the day of the 
council meeting, or any meeting,” 
he said. “I don’t mind talking about 
it … but let’s talk about it more 
in-depth at the next meeting when 

we have more time to 
prepare for it.”
LOOKING AHEAD

Bearor said he 
planned to take office 
with an open mind 
and an eye on the big 
picture.

“I’m not coming 
in with any set 
agenda. I’m coming 
in with a set of ears, 
and hopefully my 
own thoughts, and 
hopefully we can 
move Vergennes 
forward,” he said. 
“I’m looking at this 
as in 20 years my kids 
are going to be taking 
on this city, and I want 
to do it so when they 
take it over, we’re not 
making mistakes now 

they’re going to have to pay for.”
That said, his family’s years in 

the city and his observations of 
the issues Vergennes has faced 
and is facing have informed some 
of his thoughts. Certainly, Bearor 
believes the city’s recent increasing 
commitment to improving its 
recreation facilities and offerings 
is a positive trend.

“I love the recreation 
department,” Bearor said. “I’d like 
to see that grow.”

He believes the city’s public 
works is “doing well,” and he 
would “love to see” the upcoming 
major Vergennes sewer collection 
and treatment system overhaul 

proceed successfully under the city 
government’s watch.

He would also “love to see who 
the new police chief is,” and also 
listed as a priority supporting the 
Vergennes Partnership and the 
good work he said it continues 
to do on behalf of the city’s 
downtown and its businesses. 
But he acknowledged he 
needed to learn more about the 
working relationship between the 
partnership and city government. 

“There’s some aspects of the 
city I don’t know about, and that’s 
going to be a learning curve on my 
end,” he said.

Bearor also wants to ensure the 
city does what it can to cooperate 
with the state and surrounding 
communities to support the 
ongoing study of an alternate route 
around downtown for through truck 
traffic, and he wants Vergennes to 
follow through on its commitment 
to upgrade its sidewalks.

“I know they have a plan for 
that, and I want to make sure we 
can find the money to get that part 
of that done,” he said.

At the same time Bearor said he 
is aware of fiscal limitations. 

“I don’t want to spend millions 
of dollars extra. I want to keep the 
budget as close to what it is now as 
possible. But I know we’re going 
to have to go up with expenses. 
And if people want certain things, 
we’ve got to find money. We’re 
going to have to compromise and 
find money to do things,” he said.

In all, Bearor hopes he can work 
with the council and residents to 
make Vergennes a better place. 

“A lot of people have a stake in 
the city and want to see it operate 
well,” he said. “And I think 
they’ve made progress in the last 
year. I think there’s been forward 
movement, and I want to keep it 
going forward.”

CHRIS BEAROR, PICTURED with his daughters Ella, left, and Lydia, 
and wife Beth Bearor, is running unopposed for Vergennes mayor on 
the Town Meeting Day ballot. Bearor, the co-chair of the Vergennes-
Panton Water District Board, pledged to “listen to everybody” during 
his term.

Photo courtesy of Beth Bearor 

“They know 
that I’m pretty 
level-headed, 
and I don’t jump 
to conclusions. 
I have my 
own personal 
opinion, but 
realistically 
I listen to 
everybody, 
and then how 
do we make 
a compromise 
here? Or 
are we all in 
agreement?”

— Chris Bearor

“Essentially, it’s a relationship 
where we do it on behalf of the 
town, the town and the state benefit, 
and we’re the ones doing the work,” 
Duguay said.

The BMP currently has a 
$100,000 budget. Around half 
of that revenue comes through 
an annual appeal, with the other 
half coming from the town of 
Middlebury ($30,000), and $10,000 
each from Middlebury College 
and the Downtown Improvement 
District.

Bristol CORE has an annual 
budget of around $30,000, of which 
$10,000 comes from the town 
budget. That $10,000 is used to fund 
the part-time (40 hours per month) 
Bristol CORE executive director, 
Alicia Standridge. The remaining 
$20,000 comes from donations and 
revenues from special events, such 
as the annual Pocock Rocks festival 
that will be returning this year.

The Vergennes Partnership has an 
annual budget of around $50,000, 
with much of that raised from 
donors and through special events.

“A lot of us are spending a 
decent amount of time fundraising 
for our own positions,” Duguay 
said. “Middlebury is very lucky 
to have town and Middlebury 
College support. But many of our 
downtowns don’t receive that.”

Realizing the common need, 
representatives of the state’s 24 
Designated Downtowns held a 
videoconference weekly during the 
pandemic, bouncing ideas off each 
other and sharing resources.

“One of things that came out of 
(the regular meetings) was that we 
realized we needed a unified voice,” 
Duguay said. “So many of the issues 
within our downtowns are the same 
from downtown to downtown.”

In comparing notes, Duguay 
and her colleagues affirmed the 
collective importance of the state’s 
village centers to the regional 
economy — something that was 
reinforced during the pandemic.

“We were the ones relied on most 
heavily by federal and state entities 
— we were doing the (economic 
development) surveys, we were the 
business liaisons,” Duguay said.

DOWNTOWNS COALITION
Coordinators of the Designated 

Downtowns resolved to become 
better organized and formed the 
Vermont Downtowns Coalition 
(VDC), now steered by Duguay — 
the legislative liaison — along with 
Tracie Lewis of Barre and Katie 
Trautz of Montpelier.

Once formed, the VDC 
successfully applied for a 
Preservation Trust of Vermont 
grant allowing Duguay and her 
two colleagues to each get a $4,000 
annual stipend for their work. That 
allowed the trio to create a VDC 
website (vtdowntowns.com), and 
they plowed additional resources 
into hiring a lobbyist (Rebecca 
Ramos) to represent the Designated 
Downtowns’ interests in the 
Legislature.

Gov. Phil Scott has already 
acknowledged the Designated 
Downtowns’ need for resources. 
His FY24 state budget proposal 
includes $800,000 to support the 
Vermont Downtowns Coalition. 
Of that sum, $200,000 would go 
toward supporting the Vermont 
Downtown Program and staff, and 
the remaining $600,000 would be 
awarded — in grants of $25,000 
each — to each of the state’s 24 
downtown organizations.

Duguay said the organization is 
encouraging the Legislature to build 
the $800,000 request into the state 
budget, so it becomes an ongoing 
appropriation.

This base funding would expand 
the ability of the downtown 
organizations to “educate, guide and 
partner with businesses, nonprofits 
and community organizations 
to strengthen our downtowns,” 
according to Duguay.

It would also allow Duguay 
and her counterparts to more 
intensively represent and market 
their downtowns.

And the BMP has been on a nice 
roll lately, fueled by a grant through 
the nonprofit Table 21 organization. 
The grant offered up to $2,500 to 
downtown businesses to update 
their awnings and other exterior 
beautifications.

“I can do better with more 
resources,” she said of the extra 

money requested by VDC. “(The 
downtown coordinators) are the 
doers; we just need the ability to do 
what we do.”
BRISTOL & VERGENNES

Ian Albinson is a member of the 
Bristol CORE, a nonprofit consisting 
of 5-Towns businesspeople, 
property owners and community 
members committed to increasing 
and maintaining the Bristol 
downtown’s economic vitality 
and organizing and promoting 
community events for local citizens.

Albinson said a yearly $25,000 
boost from the state would greatly 
help Bristol CORE’s mission and 
ability to represent its business 
stakeholders. He shared Duguay’s 
lament that downtown coordinators 
must spend part of the time 
subsidizing their own positions, 
which takes away from their 
primary tasks.

“It would definitely be very 
welcome, and it’s nice to see the 
support at the state level,” said 
Albinson, who also serves on the 
Bristol selectboard.

He noted Bristol, with a 
population of around 3,800, doesn’t 
have the wherewithal to unilaterally 
bankroll a downtown advocacy 
organization.

“That ($25,000) would better 
allow us to do the things we do 
here,” he said.

Julie Basol is part-time 
coordinator for the nonprofit 
Vergennes Partnership. Its mission, 
according to its website: “To 
enhance the economic viability of 
Vergennes and preserve the beauty 
and character of its downtown.”

Basol’s job is funded at 20 hours 
per week, but she puts in more time 
than that. She said $25,000 per year 
in additional resources from the 
state would be welcomed, but she 
won’t let herself get excited about 
the prospects for ongoing funding; 
past attempts have failed, she noted.

But if the money should come 
through, Basol believes the 
Vergennes Partnership could put it 
to good use. Among potential uses: 
funding a study she hopes could 
lead to relocation of the electricity 
poles now fronting downtown 

Downtowns
(Continued from Page 1A)

(See Partnership, Page 15A)
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Bristol BeatBristol Beat

Andrea (Ryan) Giles has joined The Carter 
Insurance Agency as a Senior Account 
Executive. Giles brings with her more than 
20 years of experience and extensive industry 
knowledge.“We’re happy to have Andrea join 
our team. She has built lasting relationships 
in and around Addison County,” said Eric 
Carter, Principal Agent. “We look forward to 
having Andrea as part of the Carter Agency 

team and contributing to her continued success.”Giles grew up on 
a family farm in Starksboro, graduated from Mt. Abraham Union 
High School, and received her Associate’s Degree from Champlain 
College. After raising her own family and providing childcare 
services to other working parents, Giles has spent the last 20 years 
working locally and nurturing an extensive professional network. 
She spends her free time with her husband, training for Ironman 
triathlons, sailing Lake Champlain, and enjoying family.

CARTER INSURANCE AGENCY
2 South St.,Bristol

(802) 453-6054  |  www.carteragencyvt.com

Contact Andrea at (802) 453-6054
or andrea@carteragencyvt.com.

The Carter Agency is so happy to have Andrea on our team!

JAMES A. DUMONT, ESQ.

15 Main Street
PO Box 229

Bristol, Vermont
05443

1-802-453-7011

jim@dumontlawvt.com

Visit our website at
dumontlawvt.com

Representing injury victims for more than 35 years

Call me toll free - 1-866-453-7011

Warm the hearts of classmates, 
sweethearts, or little unicorms 
and dinosaurs in your life with 
cuddly stuffed animals, candy, 

chocolate roses, bath bombs and 
many unique Valentine cards and 

classroom kits!

12 Main Street, Bristol   •  (802) 453-6945      
Monday-Saturday 10-5  •  www.simonsaysvt.com

ART CAN  CHANGE EVERYTHING

Art & Fine Craft Gallery

“First Thrill Box” by Robin Kent

Winter hours in effect Jan.-Feb.
Weds & Thurs 11-4 & Fri & Sat 10-5 
802-453-4032 | artonmain.net

25 Main Street, Bristol, VT

By MIKE DONOGHUE
Correspondent

BURLINGTON — A Bristol 
woman is facing 19 federal felony 
fraud and tax charges 
in connection with a 
more than $700,000 
embezzlement from a 
family-owned wood-
logging and wood-
chipping company 
in Addison County, 
court records show.

Jodi R. Lathrop, 
53, of Rounds Road 
is charged with seven 
counts of wire fraud 
and four counts each 
of mail fraud, tax 
evasion and aiding 
in the preparation 
of false corporate 
income tax returns 
for Claire Lathrop 
Band Mill Inc. doing business 
as Lathrop Forest Products, the 
federal indictment said.

Lathrop began work in 1994 
in the South Street office of the 
Bristol business, which was 
owned by her husband, Jason, 
and brother-in-law Justin Lathrop, 
records show. By 2014, she was 
the only employee in the office 
and had attained the title of office 
manager.

Bristol police began the initial 
investigation, which showed 
Lathrop unlawfully took $712,244 
between April 1, 2015, and May 
31, 2020, according to a state 
court affidavit by Police Chief 
Bruce Nason.

Nason wrote the theft was a 
combination of Lathrop writing 
checks to pay personal financial 
obligations, making purchases, 
increasing her wages/salary 
without authorization, and 
inflating prices paid for wood 
sold to the company from forest 
lots owned by Lathrop and her 
husband.

Nason’s investigation showed 
Lathrop overcompensated herself 
with regular and overtime pay 
to the tune of $139,311 between 
January 2015 and January 2020, 
the affidavit said.

Bristol police ordered Lathrop 
into state criminal court for an 

April 12, 2021, hearing, records 
show. A judge found probable 
cause for the felony charge, but the 
arraignment never happened when 

the Addison County 
State’s Attorney’s 
Office opted to hold 
off to allow the U.S. 
Internal Revenue 
Service to conduct 
an expanded criminal 
investigation, records 
show.

Assistant U.S. 
Attorney Gregory 
Waples obtained the 
19-count indictment 
against Lathrop from 
a federal grand jury 
meeting secretly in 
Burlington late last 
month.

No arraignment date 
had been set in U.S. 

District Court in Burlington.
The indictment also includes a 

forfeiture request for Lathrop if 
she is convicted for any of the 11 
mail or wire fraud charges. The 
indictment says the government 
is seeking at least $400,000 

and possibly more as a result of 
proceeds Lathrop received from 
her unlawful actions.

The indictment also notes that 
between 2014 and 2019, Lathrop 
evaded paying about $141,000 in 
income taxes.

The indictment said Lathrop 
provided false information to a 
tax preparer based in Vergennes 
that led to inaccurate tax returns.

The federal indictment said 
Lathrop devised a scheme to 
defraud the Bristol business by 
embezzling from its multiple 
bank accounts between June 
2014 and April 2020.

A big part of the fraud centered 
on writing unauthorized checks 
to pay personal credit card bills 
for herself — and at times the 
credit cards for her children, the 
indictment said. Unauthorized 
checks also were used to pay 
for personal expenses, while 
company credit cards were used 
to buy items for her personal use. 
The indictment said Lathrop then 
wrote unauthorized company 
checks to pay for those bills.

LINCOLN — Drop-in crafting 
sessions will be held at the library 
every Wednesday afternoon from 
4:30 to 5:30 p.m. in February and 
March. Bring your knitting, crochet, 
felting project, or just bring your 
questions and curiosity. There will 
also be a showcase of projects like 
button making, magic loop knitting 
and needle felting. Some supplies 
will be available such as knitting 
needles, yarn and crochet hooks. In 
honor of Valentine’s Day, a Heart 
Hustle game take ‘n’ make craft 
project will also be available at the 
library. This board game challenges 
kids to different movements as their 
tokens make their way around the 
board.

Looking for something for 
your kids to do while on school 
break? The library will be offering 
activities anytime between 3 and 5 
p.m. On Monday, Feb. 20, there will 
be building with Legos. An open art 
studio will be held on Wednesday, 
Feb. 22, and on Friday, Feb. 24, 
there will be mini golf. 

The library will host a “Meet the 

NEWS

Lincoln Have a news tip?
Call Dawn Mikkelsen at 453-7029

Candidates” event on Thursday, 
Feb. 23 at 7 p.m. to hear from the 
candidates about why they are 
running. There is an exciting four-
way race for the 2-year selectboard 
position. Stop by the library to meet 
the candidates and learn more about 
the important work they do for 
our town. All candidates for town 
offices are invited to come introduce 
yourself to the community.

Lincoln’s Town Meeting will 
be held on Monday, March 6, 
at 6 p.m. in person at Burnham 
Hall. Australian ballot voting on 
town officers and the Hannaford 
Career Center budget will occur 
on Tuesday, March 7 at Burnham 
Hall. Polls will be open from 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m. You can now request 

absentee ballots or update your 
voter registration information 
online at https://mvp.vermont.gov/. 
If you request your ballots early, the 
town will mail them to you as soon 
as they arrive, which should be by 
Feb. 15th.

The town is looking for one 
more person to assist with childcare 
during town meeting on March 6. 
Please contact Sally Ober at 802-
453-2980 or by email at clerk@
lincolnvermont.org if you are 
interested.

Until next time …What We 
Know Matters, But Who We Are 
Matters More. Always Believe 
Something Wonderful Is About To 
Happen. Life Was Meant For Great 
Adventures And Close Friends. 

Lathrop facing embezzlement charges

A big part 
of the fraud 
centered 
on writing 
unauthorized 
checks to pay 
personal credit 
card bills for 
herself — and 
at times the 
credit cards for 
her children, 
the indictment 
said.

Christofer Wolak of Monkton 
was named to the president’s list 
with a 4.0 GPA for the fall 2022 
semester at Pratt Institute/Munson-
Williams-Proctor Arts Institute.

ADDISON 
COUNTY School Briefs

cvplumbingheating.com champlainvalleyfuels.com

PLUMBING & HEATING
125 Monkton Road

Bristol, VT
802-453-2325

FUEL DELIVERY
185 Exchange Street

Middlebury, VT
802-388-4975

• Dependable Delivery
• 24-hour Emergency Service

• Free estimates for new installations and renovations

On a Cold Day
We Keep Your 

Heart - and
Home - Warm!

Used & New Books
Puzzles, Board Games

Art & Craft Supplies
Toys & Gifts

Melissa & Doug
Thames & Kosmos

             BO OK S & I N S T R U M EN TS 

1 Main St • Bristol • 453-5982
www.recycledreadingofvt.com

Supply Your Imagination

M, Wed-Sat 10-5, Sun 11-3

Support Your Local Music Shop
Guitars, Ukes, Folk Instruments

Amps, Pedals, Mics, & Accessories
World Drums & Percussion, Kalimbas

Harmonicas, Tongue Drums, Didgeridoos
Kid’s Instruments, Music Books, & More

Games & Collectibles

D&D Games, Books, Accessories 
Co-Op, Strategy, World-Building
Legacy, Campaign, Card Games

Gaming Dice, Mats & Game Shells
Cribbage, Chess, & Checkers Sets 

  Classic Family & Party Games

Bristol’s Premier Game Shop!

Quality Used, Discount & New Books
Large Vermont & Nature Sections

Great Selection of Kids Books & Games

Just In! Selection of Beading Kits
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COVID-19 vaccine clinics available throughout 
Addison County through March 31st. 

Please call 
Mountain Community Health 

(formerly Mountain Health Center) 
for more information at 

(802) 453-3911. 
MCH will be offering Pfizer Bivalent

Boosters for all ages 5+.

  Boosters are FREE 
NO INSURANCE REQUIRED. 

Still Not Vaccinated?
Need a Booster?

** COVID-19 vaccinations available this Friday, Feb. 10, from 11 AM to 2 PM 
with MHC’s Mobile Unit at 86 Shannon St., Middlebury and Saturday Feb. 11 
From 9 AM to 12 Noon at Turning Point Center, 54A Creek Rd., Middlebury.

 

Orwell, VT Homeowner 
Recommends Bristol Electronics

FREE SITE EVALUATIONS

802 . 453 . 2500
BristolElectronicsVT.com

Kent Anderson – Orwell, VT   

When I made the decision to install solar panels to power 
my small farm and residence, there was no doubt that I 
would turn to Bristol Electronics for help. Having worked 
with Chris and her team for satellite television service, I 
was confident that the same professionalism, expertise, 
quality workmanship, competitive price structure, prompt 
and courteous service, and continued support would be 
forthcoming. Such was the case and I couldn’t be more 
satisfied with the result.

Town Hall Theater, Middlebury, Vermont
Thursday-Saturday, February 16-18, 2023 at 7:30 p.m.

Sunday, February 19 matinée at 2:00 p.m.
Reserved Tickets (plus $2 THT fee)

$12 Thursday, February 16 | $17 Friday-Sunday
Town Hall Theater Box Office

802-382-9222  |  www.townhalltheater.org

state aid and fewer economies of 
scale. The ACSD counted 1,839 
equalized pupils during the 2016-
2017 academic year. That number 
is tentatively pegged at 1,707 for 
the 2023-2024 school year.

Other FY24 budget drivers, 
according to ACSD Business 
Manager Matthew Corrente, 
include:

• Repairs and maintenance. 
“As we continue to 
search for the long-
term plan to address 
facilities needs, we 
have had to increase 
the repairs budget 
to reflect the drastic 
increase in costs and 
sustained annual 
need,” Corrente said.

• Capital 
improvements. “We 
have seen large-
scale projects facing 
cost increases that 
mirror what we’ve 
observed in repair 
and maintenance. In 
order to be able to 
respond to larger-
scale, emergent 
facilities needs, we 
have restructured construction 
funds as a centralized response 
fund.”

• Costs associated with 
Vermont’s universal pre-K 
program. “State-mandated tuition 
rates that we pay to private pre-K 
providers have increased 9.3%, 
with no net change in enrollment,” 
Corrente said. 

• The Patricia Hannaford Career 
Center tuition rate is expected to 
rise by 14% next year, in large part 
due to an already approved bond 
that will result in renovations to the 
center’s Charles Avenue building 
and its North Campus.

• State-mandated changes, 
through Act 173, that have resulted 
in school districts receiving a 
special education block grant 
from the state in lieu of the 
previous reimbursement-based 
model. Districts are still getting a 
handle on this accounting change, 
according to Corrente.

The proposed budget will 

maintain current education 
services within the ACSD and 
will continue to float several new 
positions the district has been able 
to add thanks to federal Elementary 
and Secondary School Emergency 
Relief (ESSER) funding. The 
ACSD received $5,256,942 in 
ESSER funding to spend between 
March 2021 and Sept. 30, 2024.

For example, some of those 
ESSER dollars 
are being used 
to subsidize a 
general educator, 
two behavior 
interventionists and 
a Dean of Climate 
and Culture in this 
year’s Middlebury 
Union Middle School 
budget. Plans call 
for the behavior 
i n t e r v e n t i o n i s t s 
and dean’s position 
to continue to be 
bankrolled by ESSER 
next year.

The tough part will 
come this fall when 
district officials start 
planning a 2024-
2025 budget that 
won’t benefit from an 

ESSER windfall.
Jette said the absence of such 

funds “will force the district to 
make difficult choices on which 
supports are critical and effective 
enough to be maintained through 
the district’s operational budget in 
the future.”

Those choices will include 
whether to eliminate the new, 
pandemic-era positions, or ask 
taxpayers to support some or all of 
them in the regular budget.

The proposed FY24 ACSD 
budget would produce a district-
wide, preK-12 education property 
tax rate of $1.40 per $100 of 
assessed property value. But the 
rate will vary from town to town 
based on each town’s common 
level of appraisal (CLA), which is 
explained in a story on this page.

Each town’s estimated education 
property tax rates for FY24 are:

• Bridport: $1.77 per $100 
of property value, up 6 cents 
compared to this year.

• Cornwall: $1.63, down 9 cents.
• Middlebury: $1.67, down 1 

cent.
• Ripton: $1.76, down 9 cents.
• Salisbury: $1.84, up 6 cents.
• Shoreham: $1.69, up 4 cents.
• Weybridge: $1.65, up 4 cents.
Corrente said these tax rates 

reflect the Legislature’s willingness 
to apply the $65 million in Vermont 
Education Fund surplus to reduce 
the FY24 burden on Vermonters.

“That artificially lowers the 
property yield in a way that allows 
a budget that is increasing by 8% 
to have a net-negative effect on tax 
rates,” he explained.

It should be noted that roughly 
two-thirds of Vermonters pay a 
property tax that’s determined 
by their income, with a small 
adjustment for property values. The 
remaining third of the population 
pay their taxes based on property 
value. 
OTHER ACSD VOTES

In addition to fielding a fiscal 
year 2024 budget, ACSD voters on 
March 7 will be asked to:

• Authorize the ACSD school 
board to transfer $1,520,974 of the 
district’s FY2022 unassigned fund 
balance to its capital reserve fund.

• Increasing the ACSD board 
stipend from $500 to $1,200 per 
year.

• Elect five people to the 
ACSD board, including two from 
Middlebury and one each from 
Bridport, Cornwall and Salisbury. 
The Cornwall term is for one year, 
to fill a spot vacated by incumbent 
Peter Conlon; the remaining terms 
are for three years. All ACSD 
candidates are elected at large. The 
Independent reported on the field 
of candidates in its Feb. 2 edition, 
and will be sending questionnaires 
to all those involved in contested 
elections.

This was Corrente’s first 
budgeting process with the ACSD, 
and he’s drawn praise for his work.

“I did my best to keep (the 
budget) conservative, staying fair 
to the taxpayers and remembering 
at the end of the day who’s voting 
on it,” he said.

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

By JOHN FLOWERS
When figuring the tax impact 

on voters in each town of a school 
district, a calculation called a 
common level of appraisal is done 
to ensure fairness across the state.

The common level of appraisal, 
or CLA, is the state’s method of 
ensuring each town is paying its 
fair share of education property 
tax to the state’s Education Fund. 
Here’s how it works, according to 
a primer published by the Vermont 

Children’s Forum and the Public 
Assets Institute:

1. Town listers (or assessors) 
determine the fair market value 
for each piece of real estate in the 
community. These become the 
listed values for properties in the 
town and the basis for the grand list 
used to calculate property taxes.

2. Real estate market prices 
change, sometimes very quickly, 
making the listed values out of 
date.

3. To correct for this, the state 
annually compares the listed values 
of a sample of properties sold in 
each town with their sale prices 
and develops a correction factor or 
adjustment (CLA) for each town.

4. The listed value divided by 
the CLA equals fair market value.

It should be noted that roughly 
two-thirds of Vermonters pay a 
property tax that’s determined by 
their income. 

Explanation of the impact on taxes

ACSD spending 
(Continued from Page 1A)
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The absence 
of ESSR funds 
after 2024 “will 
force the district 
to make difficult 
choices on 
which supports 
are critical and 
effective enough 
to be maintained 
through the 
district’s 
operational 
budget in the 
future.”

— ACSD board 
Chair Victoria Jette

Vergennes’s Ryan Block.
“It’s allowing us to think bigger,” 

she said.
Meanwhile, VDC is busily 

lobby lawmakers for their support 
in supporting Vermont’s historic 

downtowns. They stated their case 
in a Jan. 13 letter to members of the 
General Assembly.

“Vermont downtowns are the 
lifeblood of our state’s commerce 
and community development, as 
well as critical areas for growth, 

historic preservation and visitors; 
your support demonstrates 
Vermont’s commitment to our 
communities economic health and 
vitality,” the letter concludes.

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

Partnership
(Continued from Page 13A)

bookmark-contest. Create to 
your heart’s content and be 
sure to drop your entries off 
at the library or email them to 
director@lawrencelibraryvt.
org. Winning bookmarks will be 
printed and shared with patrons, 
and all entries will be displayed 
at the library during the month 
of March.

You read about her in the Jan. 
26 edition of the Independent, and 
this is an extra reminder that award-
winning local artist Judy Albright 
has created 10 new paintings that 
will be part of an online auction 
to benefit Habitat for Humanity 
of Addison County. Albright will 
thank the highest bidder for each 
painting with the original pastel. 

Your winning bid will turn into a 
direct donation to Habitat, to help 
neighbors find comfort in a new 
home of their own, built by local 
volunteers. Check out the beautiful 
artwork and place your bids at 
biddingowl.com/hfhac. Bidding 
ends at noon on Valentine’s Day. 
In Albright’s words, “Help me 
bring art, love and support to an 
organization that does so much 
to bring hope and homes to our 
neighbors.”

It’s still snowy and cold outside, 
but Bristol Trail Network (BTN) 
coordinators are looking forward 
to the summer and a possible 
Music on the Trail Day. It’s an 
idea BTN officials have been 
discussing for a while, and 2023 
is the year they’re going to try 

to make it happen, according 
to Bristol Recreation Club Vice 
President Porter Knight. It’s part 
of a vision for “Art on the Trail,” 
and the idea is to have a different 
musical group on each segment of 
the village trail (encompassing the 
former landfill property, Mount 
Abraham Union High School, 
the business park, River Bend 
and Basin area) for several hours 
during an afternoon. People 
would be encouraged to walk 
the trail and enjoy the varied 
musical interludes along the way. 
Performances would be acoustic 
only. Knight is looking for a 
handful of BTN folks who are 
music enthusiasts to form a short-
term committee to pull the idea 
together. If interested in helping, 
contact knight@gmavt.net.

By the way
(Continued from Page 1A)

BETTER MIDDLEBURY PARTNERSHIP Executive Director Karen Duguay, shown in the heart of her 
favorite downtown, is co-leading a statewide effort to secure ongoing funding for Vermont’s 24 Designated 
Downtowns, of which there are three in Addison County.

Independent photo/John S. McCright
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New Household Waste Choices
In Middlebury & all of Addison County

Wade Acker • (802) 349-2414 
Visit www.ackerwastemanagement.com

for more information on our residentialand drop off services!

Household TrashHousehold Trash • RecyclingRecycling • CompostCompost
Middlebury Drop off Options

At Quesnel Farm, 1442 Rt 7 North:
Saturdays 8 AM - 12 Noon   •   Tuesdays and Thursdays 2:00 - 6:00 PM

Standard trash: $6 per bag
Large bags $8-$10 • Compost: $2

Recycling FREE with paid trash

Rusty DeWees 
THE LOGGER

Comedy and Music Show

“The New and the Old”

February 11 at 7:30pm 
Bristol Holley Hall

For the whole family… almost

802-793-1901
to reserve a ticket - $22.00 

Show up on a 
tractor, get in free 
(one per tractor)

weekend of the year. Unforgettable 
memories,” Palmer recalled of the 
event. “Carnival Weekend was the 
biggest social event of the year bar 
none.” 

The winter tradition had begun 
three decades earlier, in 1923, when 
students began planning a weekend 
filled with events that would 
welcome the start of the spring 
semester and make use of the ample 
snowfall Vermont was famous for. 
The carnival combined sporting and 
social events and was so well-known 
it attracted students from throughout 
New England. 

This year’s event, scheduled for 
Feb. 17-19, marks the college’s 
100th winter carnival. 
‘THE BIGGEST EVENT’

Middlebury College officially 
hosted its first iteration of the winter 
carnival in 1920. That event was 
originally called “Winter Holiday,” 
and, along with similar events at 
Dartmouth and Williams colleges, 
is believed to be among the oldest 
student-run carnivals in the country. 
Since its inception, the three-day 
carnival has been filled with activities 
like hockey games, ice skating, snow 
sculpting, versions of broom hockey, 
as well as plenty of on-campus 
parties and big social dances. 

The carnival started out as a modest 
event, but by the 1950s had grown 
immensely in scale and popularity. 
Roth “T” Tall, Middlebury College 
class of 1965, said the carnival’s 
social activities were particularly 
popular. 

“It was the biggest event by far. 
Larger than Homecoming, Parents’ 
weekend (as it then was called) and 
Spring Weekend. And it definitely 
was considered the highlight by 
most students,” Tall said in a recent 
interview. 

The Carnival Ball, a formal dance 
to which students eagerly sought to 
get a date, was the social highlight.

“The Carnival Ball was just as you 
might expect — the dressiest dresses, 
a live band, great decorations. Many 
invited their boyfriends or girlfriends 
from other colleges for the weekend,” 
Palmer said.

But it wasn’t all black tie and slow 
dancing. Another dance party, the 
Klondike Rush, featured pop music 
of the times and dancing late into the 
night. Students would often show up 
in their ski clothes or casual attire 
and party the night away. Popular 
bands were hired to play at the event, 
some of whom would go on to play 
for national audiences. 

“We hired a small, unknown Irish 
singing group in 1962 to play three 
nights on campus. Only a handful 
of students attended their Thursday 
gig. By Saturday, it was standing 
room only. Their name? The Clancy 
Brothers and Tommy Makem. They 
went on to become an integral part 
of the American folk music revival,” 
Tall recalled. 
SLALOMS AT THE BOWL

Equally well-attended were 
the skiing competitions. In 1934, 
Middlebury College began hosting 
ski and ski-jumping events at 
Chipman Hill as well as snowshoe 
and obstacle races on Storrs Avenue. 
Rival ski teams from throughout 
New England would come to 
compete in the contests, and students 
would flock to the hill to watch the 
races. 

By the late 1940s and early 1950s, 
the competitions had moved to the 
Middlebury College Snow Bowl. 

“Almost everyone took in the 
races at the Bowl, and everyone 
came in buses to watch the ski 
jumping on Sunday morning,” said 
Karl Lindholm, Middlebury ’67. 
“Dozens of school buses would take 
students to Bread Loaf and the Snow 
Bowl, especially the Snow Bowl.”

Some years, the college would 
host the Eastern Intercollegiate Ski 
Association Championships during 
winter carnival. Student interest in 
the ski events was particularly high 
during those years as teams from 
Dartmouth College, Williams, UVM 
and other New England colleges 
were vying for the championship 
title in addition to the Middlebury 
Carnival trophy. 

“We genuinely cared about ski 
team results,” Lindholm said. “In the 
’40s, ’50s, and ’60s, Middlebury and 
Dartmouth reigned.” 

Perhaps the most popular of 
the events was the ski jump. The 
Chipman Hill ski area featured a 
35-meter jump in 1935. In later 
years, the operation would move 
to a 55-meter Nordic ski jump at 
the Snow Bowl, which was built in 
1948.

“It was the final event of Carnival 
on Saturday afternoon. It drew a 
capacity crowd of students and the 
local community.  The jump was the 
high point of Carnival and a terrific 
community event,” said Richard 
Crumb, who attended Middlebury 
College in the 1960s. 

Crumb became fairly familiar 
with the ski jump as a member of the 
college’s ski patrol. His job included 
keeping an eye on the jumpers, who 
didn’t wear helmets during the event. 

“Patrol duty at the jump involved 
doing very basic concussion protocol 
(how many fingers? what did you 
have for breakfast?) on jumpers 
who landed on their heads (not 
uncommon),” Crumb explained. 

The ski events weren’t just 
popular amongst students. Tall said 
the weekend’s races often brought 
in a large crowd from off-campus as 
well. 

“Not only did it attract students, 
but many others from Addison 
County and around the state,” he 
said. “Cars were parked down 
Route 125 halfway to Bread Loaf. 
The State Police kindly looked ‘the 
other way.’ A crowd of 3,000 was 
not unusual.” 

Winter carnival weekend was 
filled with other activities as well. 
Fraternities on campus would 
participate in snow sculpture 
contests, shaping all the snow they 
could find into Pepsi cans, wizards, 
Greek goddesses, and whatever else 
fit that year’s theme. The senior 
class also would elect students to 
reign as Carnival Queen and King, 
who were crowned at the Carnival 
Ball. And student skaters spent 
hours rehearsing in anticipation for 
the weekend’s ice show. 

To plan such a large event, 
students spent months ironing out 
the details. For many years, students 
in the college’s Mountain Club led 
the charge. 

“No sooner did you arrive 
on campus your first year when 
you were heavily recruited by 
upperclassmen and women to join 
the Mountain Club. You then were 
assigned to a committee to plan and 
execute Carnival five months later,” 
Tall said of the process. 

Non-Mountain Club members 
also took part in planning the 
event, so much so that in the 1950s, 
carnival committees were made up 
of nearly the entire student body. 
CHANGING TIMES 

As in most things, a lot has 
changed for Middlebury College’s 
winter carnival in the past century.

Some years, late February weather 
did not yield enough snow for snow-
sculpture making contests, and the 
lack of snow at Chipman Hill forced 
all events up to the Snow Bowl by 
the late 1940s. The abolishment of 
fraternities in 1991 quieted many of 
the carnival’s iconic parties, and the 
emergence of counterculture in the 
1960s began eroding the popularity 
of more traditional events like the 

Carnival Ball and electing carnival 
royalty.

“The late ’60s and early ’70s, 
the era of Vietnam protests, really 
changed a lot of campus life — 
traditions, social conventions,” 
recalled Lindholm, who was dean 
of students for two decades. “I think 
Carnival went from being huge to 
still important with some traditional, 

(See Carnival, Page 17A)

Winter Carnival
(Continued from Page 1A)

REVELERS GATHER FOR a bonfire and fireworks show during Middlebury College’s 2019 Winter 
Carnival Weekend. This year’s event, scheduled for Feb. 17-19, will be the college’s 100th winter carnival.

Photo courtesy of Todd Balfour/Middlebury College 

GANE RUPP AND Alice Hildreth gear up for skiing events during 
Middlebury College’s Winter Carnival Weekend in 1949. Skiing events 
have been a huge attraction since the carnival’s inception. Due to a 
scheduling snafu, the college will not host any ski events during the 
100th winter carnival this month. 

Photo courtesy of Middlebury College

CROWNED WINTER 
CARNIVAL royalty smile for a 
picture during an archetypal 
Middlebury College Winter 
Carnival Weekend. In the old 
days, members of the college’s 
senior class would select a 
carnival queen and king to be 
coronated during the popular 
winter weekend. 

Photo courtesy of Middlebury College
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Carnival
(Continued from Page 16A)

if less grand, events.” 
Things changed for the winter 

carnival again in 2020, when the 
COVID-19 pandemic hit Addison 
County just weeks after the college 
wrapped up its usual festivities. 
Carnivals that have taken place 
since the start of the pandemic 
have looked slightly different, with 
socially distanced or virtual events 
replacing traditional ones. 

This year’s carnival will also 
look different than others, as the 
college will not host any skiing 
events during carnival weekend. 
The men’s and women’s alpine and 
Nordic ski teams will instead head 
to Williams College to compete at 
the Williams Carnival — a change 
that was initiated a couple of years 
ago, when the 12 colleges of the D-1 
schools in New England’s petitioned 
to also host a winter carnival. Since 
there are only six carnivals per year, 
two of the original six colleges 
(Middlebury being one of those 
original six) are having to sit out a 
couple of years to cycle the other 
colleges in the mix. Middlebury’s 
100th Winter Carnival just happened 
to be one of the years Middlebury is 
not hosting a meet.)

Though the popular skiing events 
will be absent from this year’s 
carnival, college officials say they’re 
excited for the return of other 
traditional carnival activities. David 
Wilder, the college’s director of 
programming and events, has been 
helping students on the Middlebury 
College Activities Board organize 
some of the carnival events and said 
he’s looking forward to bringing 
back the Carnival Ball this year from 
its COVID-hiatus. 

Wilder said the ball is still a 
popular event, attracting 1,500 
students prior to the pandemic.  

And he’s excited about other 
returning favorites, too.

“We’re definitely trying to make 
as many outdoor activities as 
possible this year, especially in light 
of Middlebury not hosting the ski 
races.” 
ICE SHOW’S
ENDURING CHARM

One such event is the return 
of the ice show, which is the 
primary carnival event open to 

the public (along with hockey and 
basketball games, of course.) The 
ice show used to consist of solely 
student performers, though public 
participation has swelled over the 
last two decades. 

Anna Harrington, an assistant 
registrar at the college and a coach 
in the ice show, said she started 
participating in the show as a young 
performer around 25 years ago when 
the college first invited the children 
and family of faculty to participate. 
Today, the Middlebury College 
Figure Skating Club offers lessons 
to community members (mainly 
kids) that begin in November and 
end with the ice show in February. 

“We invite people to learn to 
skate and then work with students 
to put together one cohesive show,” 
she said. “The show itself is sort of 
50-50 between our local community 
program and the student club of 
skaters.” 

The theme for this year’s ice 
show is “Midd Century,” which 
Harrington said will honor and 
celebrate 100 years of the ice show 
and winter carnival at the college. 

“We are taking music and 
numbers from decades throughout 
the Carnival’s history… to accent 
how that history mirrors Middlebury 
College,” she said. 

Performances in the works for this 
year’s show include a program set to a 
Beach Boys track that acknowledges 
Middlebury College’s ties to 
California following its acquisition 
of the Middlebury Institute of 
International Studies at Monterey. 
The ice show will also feature a few 
guest skaters and a performance 
from Middlebury College skater 
Ting Cui, who recently competed at 
the 2023 Toyota U.S. Figure Skating 
Championships in San Jose, Calif. 

This renewal of an older 
tradition has Harrington excited.

“I think that we’re all 
looking forward to that sense of 
community or camaraderie that 
we get during the show,” she 
said. “You get to see peoples’ 
parents, the facilities staff and the 
Zamboni drivers that all support 
the show. It’s the community part 
of it that’s exciting for me, getting 
to see everyone that you don’t 
always see.”

Looking glass
NOTHING CAN IMPART a warmer feeling during a cold winter morning than 

creating glass artwork in John Chiles’s Orwell workshop. Chiles on Feb. 5 
tutored around eight novices, who each made a Christmas tree ornament and a 
dreamcatcher. Chiles looks on (top photo) while Ben Wood — former co-owner 
of the Otter Creek Bakery — rolls out a blob of molten glass that will form his 
ornament. He then gives it another turn in a searing hot furnace (above photo) 
before blowing air into it, resulting in the final product that Chiles removes from 
the steel rod (right photo).

Independent photos/John Flowers
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YOUR YARD, GARDEN AND PET PLACE™  •   802-388-4937

OPEN
7 DAYS

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY FARM & GARDEN
338 Exchange St., Middlebury, VT • 802-388-4937

Mon - Fri 8-6, Sat 8-5 • Sun 9-4 • MiddleburyAgway.com

SUPER FEBRUARY DEALS

40% OFF* 
SELECT WINTER 
CARHARTT AND 

WINTER CLOTHING

House plants 
make great 

Valentine’s gifts!2023 Seeds are Here

IN STOCK AND 
COMING SOON: 

• Agway
• Botanical Interests
• Cornucopia
• High Mowing
• Livingston
• Renée’s Garden
• Seedway

20% OFF 
ALL PET 
APPAREL 

while 
supplies 

last

FEBRUARY 
IS DENTAL 

MONTH

* Now thru February 28th, while supplies last, cannot be combined with any other sale or offer, in-stock items only.

Includes: Jackets, Vests, Lined 
Bibs, Lined Pants, Heavy Weight 
Sweatshirts, Graphic LS Shirts, 

Flannel and Button-up Shirts, Kids 
& Infant Sets, Heavyweight Sweat-

shirts, Carhartt Socks, Winter 
Gloves, and Winter Boots* 

20% OFF Greenies 
for Dogs and Cats

NEBO FLASHLIGHTS 
AND TRUE TOOLS

BUY 1 GET 2ND 50% OFF
for Valentine’s Day

Discounted item must be equal or lesser value.

GENERIC 
BLACK 

OIL 

$29.99 
40 lb and 
20lb for 
$19.99

SUET 
PLUS 

10 packs 
for $14.99

NOW THROUGH FEBRUARY 28, 2023*

DURAFLAME
 Fire Log 6pk

SALE PRICE 
$29.99
save $10

 Including 
Jackets, 

hoods and 
booties.

SELECT 
NAKED BEE KITS 

20% OFF 
for your Valentine

*excluding Muck boots

be able to congregate, enjoy food, 
chat with neighbors, and benefit 
from entertaining and therapeutic 
programming — all for free.

It’s a project of the Cornwall-
based Bread Loaf Mountain Zen 
Community, which recently signed 
a 2.5-year lease for what was once 
home to the Bourdon Insurance 
Agency.

“Our goal here is to create a space 
where people can come together 
as neighbors and get to know 
one another. It’s a space where 
hopefully the community can mix,” 
said Joshin Byrnes, leader of the 
Zen community, which bills itself 
as a “welcoming place to learn 
about and practice meditation, share 
Buddhist teachings, and to create 
relationships that are mindful, 
caring and responsive to the unmet 
needs of others,” according to its 
website.

“We’re also trying to address 
the epidemic of loneliness that’s in 
our communities,” Byrnes added. 
“Where do people go when they’re 
feeling alone and they really want 
to talk to someone or be in the 
company of others?”

Byrnes stressed Gather will be 
a secular operation; no one who 
uses it will be asked to join Bread 
Loaf Mountain Zen Community 
(BLMZC) or partake in its 
programming.

People can just drop by to rest, 
use the restroom and/or laundry 
facilities, and have a cup of tea, 
coffee or a snack. There will be 

Gather
(Continued from Page 1A)

collecting any fees for those who 
use it?

The answer is donations. Around 
1,300 people are on Bread Loaf 
Mountain Zen Community’s 
worldwide newsletter email list. 
A few hundred of those 1,300 are 
locals, according to Byrnes.

“We put it out to our extended 
network and had a very positive 
and generous response,” Byrne 
said.

Now five years old, BLMZC has 
cultivated a history of generosity 
and community outreach. 

The Independent 
published a story last 
July about the group’s 
food truck, called 
StreetGreens, which 
during the warmer 
months served up free 
fresh food to passersby 
at the Ilsley Library, the 
Charter House shelter 
and other Middlebury-
area locations.
BRICKS-AND-MORTAR 

But Bread Loaf Mountain Zen 
Community has long desired a 

b r i c k s - a n d - m o r t a r 
presence in downtown 
Middlebury. The 
group finally saw its 
chance to establish a 
grounded gathering 
spot after work 
concluded last year 
on the downtown 
M i d d l e b u r y 
rail tunnel. The 
Vermont Agency of 

Transportation had been using 48 
Merchants Row as a temporary 
office space during construction 
and pulled up stakes when the 
project ended. The building was 
put up for sale, and Jennifer Pyle 
and Ben Nye bought it.

“We noticed the storefront was 
empty and approached them with 
the idea of creating a community 
living room,” Byrnes said. “They 
loved this idea and have been 
wonderful to work with.”

Byrnes said Pyle and Nye 
deserve credit for not only 
embracing BLMZC’s proposed 
use, but for also extending the 
group a reasonable rent and 
sharing in major renovation of the 
structure to make it more user-
friendly. The fixes, among other 
things, involved shoring up the 
building foundation, replacing 
the flooring, upgrading the 
electrical system, and installing 
new windows and walls.

“It was a major overhaul, almost 
down to the studs,” Byrnes said.

The refurbished space now 
includes a generous entrance 
area, a large living room, two 
offices for private conversations/
meetings, and a handicap-
accessible restroom and shower.

“We’re not anticipating very 
large crowds,” Byrnes said. “We 
do anticipate people stopping in 
for a little while, then heading out 
after a bit.”

Bread Loaf Mountain Zen 
Community members will manage 
and supervise the space, noted 
Byrnes, who’s also reaching out 
to the community for volunteers 
who’d like to help out.

BLMZC is looking for ideas on 
ground rules and scheduling for 
the Gather space.

“We’re just starting out, and 
we’re trying to figure that out,” 
Byrnes said. “Our model here is 
to see who knocks on the door 
and then for us to respond in a 
way that’s helpful and useful 
for them. We want to hear how 
the community wants to use this 
space.”

Plans call for Gather to be open 
Wednesday-Saturday, 11 a.m.-
4:30 p.m., and  Sunday, 9-11 a.m. 
On the first day of operations next 
Tuesday, Gather will hold an open 
house from 1 to 4 p.m. Check out 
gatheronthegreen.org for more 
details. To volunteer or donate, 
contact breadloafmountainzen.
org.

Karen Duguay is executive 
director of the Better Middlebury 
Partnership. She believes Gather 
can be an asset to the downtown.

“Spaces dedicated to 
community gathering are very 
important for downtowns; it’s how 
we strengthen our connections to 
one another as a community and 
our connections to our downtown 
as a social and economic hub,” 
she said. “We’re thrilled to 
learn of another opportunity 
for community gathering and 
it sounds as though the Bread 
Loaf Mountain Zen Community 
is working to create a warm, 
inviting space for community 
members and visitors alike. We 
look forward to stopping in.”

John Flowers is at johnf@
addisonindependent.com.

JOSHIN BYRNES, LEADER of 
the Bread Loaf Mountain Zen 
Community, shows off “Gather,” 
the 1,400-square-foot space at 
48 Merchants Row that will be 
available — free of charge — 
for meetings, special events, 
refreshments, restrooms, 
laundry and many other uses.

Independent photo/Steve James

CORNWALL-BASED BREAD Loaf Mountain Zen Community, led by Joshin Byrnes, has signed a two-
and-a-half-year lease for 48 Merchants Row in downtown Middlebury, a spot that will host a community 
gathering spot — appropriately called “Gather.”

Independent photo/Steve James

craft days, game nights, book 
groups, celebrations of life, 
birthday gatherings, recovery and 
wellness meetings, and community 
acupuncture. Coffee, tea, snacks, 
restroom, meeting room, shower 
and laundry will be available to 

all, according to organizers.
The building will include space 

for anyone of any faith or mindset 
who’d like to quietly reflect. For 
example, a memorial service is in 
the works for former guests of the 
nearby Charter House Emergency 
Shelter who have died during the 
past year.

“These are lives that have not 
been appropriately celebrated, so 
we’ll be working with the Charter 
House on that,” Byrnes said.

Every Sunday at 9 a.m., Gather 
will host sessions for people to 
discuss anything that’s important 
to them, with coffee afterwards.

Each day Gather is open, there’ll 
be a guided meditation session for 
anyone who wants to participate, 
according to Byrnes. A recovery 
and wellness group will meet at the 
space on Fridays at 2 p.m.

“Some nonprofits have already 
started talking to us about using 
the space for some things they’re 
doing,” he said.

Everything offered at the 
building will be free, Byrnes 
stressed. He and his colleagues 
reasoned that taking money out 
of the equation would be a great 
equalizer, ensuring anyone could 
come to Gather regardless of 
socioeconomic status.

“That’s a very important 
value for us,” he said. “We want 
everyone feel like they can access 
the space.”

As a nonprofit, how is BLMZC 
able to afford the rent, maintenance 
and utilities for Gather while not 

“We’re also 
trying to 
address the 
epidemic of 
loneliness 
that’s in our 
communities.”
— Joshin Byrnes
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HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Girls’ Hockey

2/1 MUHS vs Woodstock.....................2-1
2/4 MUHS vs Brattleboro.....................3-1
2/8 MUHS at Hartford ....................... Late

Boys’ Hockey
2/1 MUHS vs Brattleboro ....................5-2
2/6 Hartford at MUHS..............Postponed
2/8 MUHS at Milton ........................... Late

Boys’ Basketball
2/1 Windsor vs OV...........................53-49
2/2 MUHS vs Mill River....................61-38
2/3 VUHS at Missisquoi .........Ppd to 2/14
2/4 Spaulding vs MUHS ..................81-56
2/4 OV vs Springfield.......................63-53
2/6 North Country vs Mt. Abe ..........54-42
2/6 MUHS at Milton ................Suspended
2/6 VUHS vs Enosburg ...................56-52
2/6 Hartford vs OV...........................64-52
2/8 Missisquoi at MUHS .................... Late
2/8 VUHS at Mt. Abe ........................ Late

Girls’ Basketball
2/1 Mt. Abe vs Enosburg ................45-29
2/1 MUHS vs Missisquoi..................55-53
2/1 North Country vs VUHS.............47-21
2/4 Missisquoi vs VUHS ..................42-34
2/4 Springfield vs OV.......................48-40
2/4 Mt. Abe vs Spaulding.................40-39
2/7 Windsor vs OV...........................55-34
2/7 Enosburg vs MUHS...................42-31
2/7 North Country vs Mt. Abe ..........70-38

COLLEGE SPORTS
Men’s Hockey

2/3 Wesleyan vs Midd .........................5-2
2/4 Trinity vs Midd........................2-1 (OT)

Women’s Hockey
2/3 Midd vs Wesleyan .................4-3 (OT)
2/3 Midd vs Wesleyan .........................5-0
2/7 Midd vs Norwich ....................3-2 (OT)

Women’s Basketball
2/3 Midd vs Wesleyan .....................61-47
2/4 Trinity vs Midd ...........................60-47
2/8 Colby-Sawyer at Midd ................. Late

Men’s Basketball
2/3 Wesleyan vs Midd .....................89-85
2/4 Midd vs Trinity....................65-64 (OT)

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Girls’ Hockey

2/15 MUHS at Rice......................5:35 PM
2/18 MUHS at U-32 .....................4:15 PM
2/22 BBA at MUHS ..........................5 PM

Boys’ Hockey
2/10 Missisquoi at MUHS .................7 PM
2/13 MUHS at St. J...........................6 PM
2/15 MUHS at Rutland......................6 PM
2/18 MUHS at BBA...........................5 PM

Boys’ Basketball
2/9 OV at Fair Haven........................7 PM
2/10 North Country at MUHS.......6:30 PM
2/11 Milton at Mt. Abe ................12:30 PM
2/13 Mt. Abe at Enosburg ................7 PM
2/13 VUHS at MUHS........................7 PM
2/14 VUHS at Missisquoi................7 PM
2/16 Milton at MUHS ........................7 PM
2/16 Woodstock at OV......................7 PM
2/16 Mt. Abe at Missisquoi ...............7 PM
2/16 Enosburg at VUHS .................. 7 PM
2/18 Missisquoi at Mt. Abe.........12:30 PM

Girls’ Basketball
2/9 Mill River at OV...........................7 PM
2/9 Colchester at MUHS...................7 PM
2/10 Missisquoi at Mt. Abe ...............7 PM
2/11 Rutland at MUHS...............12:30 PM
2/11 OV at Woodstock.................1:30 PM
2/14 Proctor at OV............................7 PM
2/14 Mt. Abe at VUHS .....................7 PM
2/15 OV at Woodstock......................7 PM
2/17 VUHS at MUHS .......................7 PM
2/17 OV at Springfield ......................7 PM

Dance
2/11........NVAC Competition at St. Albans
2/18............State Championship at VUHS

Nordic Skiing
2/12.................... MUHS at Camel’s Hump

Wrestling
2/11........Dual Meet State Championships
2/24&25 .................. State Meet at VUHS

COLLEGE SPORTS
Men’s Hockey

2/10 Midd at Williams .......................7 PM
2/11 Williams at Midd........................7 PM
2/17 Hamilton at Midd.......................7 PM
2/18 Amherst at Midd........................4 PM

Women’s Hockey
2/10 Williams at Midd .......................7 PM
2/11 Midd at Williams........................7 PM
2/17 Midd at Hamilton.......................7 PM
2/18 Midd at Hamilton.......................3 PM

Women’s Basketball
2/10 Conn at Midd ............................7 PM
2/18 NESCAC Quarterfinal................TBD

Men’s Basketball
2/10 Midd at Conn ............................7 PM
2/18 NESCAC Quarterfinal................TBD

ScheduleSchedule

By ANDY KIRKALDY
BURLINGTON — An 

individual Division II title won 
by Commodore junior Calvin 
Gramling in the boys’ 1,000-meter 
race was the biggest highlight for 
the Vergennes and Mount Abraham 
indoor track and field teams at 
Saturday’s high school state 
championship meet, hosted by the 
University of Vermont. 

Also in D-II, Mount Abe’s 
Ruby Jean Hall posted the next 
best result, taking second in the 
girls’ 55-meter hurdles, while her 
teammate Joseph Darling finished 
third in the boys’ long jump and 
fourth in the triple jump. 

Commodore junior Calder 
Rakowski also finished third in 
an individual race, the boys’ 600, 
joining Gramling, Hall and Darling 
in qualifying for the upcoming 
New England indoor championship 
meet to be held in Boston. 

Gramling and Rakowski also 
joined Riley Gagnon and Grey Fearon on two third-place VUHS relay teams to help the Commodore 

boys finish fourth among 19 
scoring teams in D-II. It was the 
highest finish among the two local 
girls’ and two boys’ teams. 

Hartford (101 points) won the 
D-II boys’ team competition, 
followed by Fair Haven (82.5), 
Thetford (44) and VUHS (35). 
With points from Darling and 
hurdler Dustin Lavigne, the Eagle 
boys were 12th with 12 points.

Rice (90 points) topped Thetford 
(56) and Fair Haven (46) for the 
D-II girls’ crown. With help from 
a fourth-place relay team that 
included Hall, the Eagle girls were 
tied for 9th with 18 points. Jing 
Williams scored in the 600, and she 
teamed up with Torrey Hannah, 
Mia Kitchukian and Quincy Sabick 
in the 4x400 relay to help VUHS 
finish 13th with six points.

The boys’ results with their times 
and distances were: 

• 600: 3. Rakowski, VUHS, 
1:32.57.

• 1,000: 1. Gramling, VUHS, 

2:51.62.
• 55 hurdles: 5. Lavigne, Mt. 

Abe, 10.03.
• 4x400: 3. VUHS, 3:59.12 

(Gagnon, Gramling, Fearon, 
Rakowski).

• 4x800: 3. VUHS, 9:09.31 
(Gagnon, Gramling, Fearon, 
Rakowski).

• Long jump: 3. Darling, Mt. 
Abe, 5.81 meters. 

• Triple jump: 4. Darling, Mt. 
Abe, 11.51 meters.

The girls’ results and their times 
were: 

• 300: 6. Isla Underwood, Mt. 
Abe, 50.08.

• 600: 6. Williams, VUHS, 
2:00.06.

• 55 hurdles: 2. Hall, Mt. Abe, 
10,19.

• 4x200: 4. Mt. Abe, 2:09.15 
(Hall, Abigail Sturtevant, Emily 
Fritz, Underwood). 

• 4x400: 4. VUHS, 5:20.26, 
(Hanna, Kutchukian, Sabick, 
Williams).

Gramling effort leads VUHS boys to fourth in state indoor track & field championship meet

(See Basketball, Page 3B)

By ANDY KIRKALDY
BRISTOL — As the truism goes, 

strong defense and rebounding 
typically wins basketball games. 

Certainly, those elements 
appeared to be the difference when 
the host Mount Abraham Union 
High School girls edged Spaulding 
on Saturday afternoon, 40-39, in a 
rematch of the 2022 Division II title 
game — also won by the Eagles. 

Mount Abe piled up a 33-22 
advantage on the boards, with 
sophomore center Mackenzie 
Griner grabbing 13 of them. 
The Eagles also pressured Tide 
standouts Yvonne Roberge and 
Sage MacAuley into missing shots 
after Griner’s late, go-ahead hoop. 

When MacAuley’s banked shot 
from the left block fell off the front 
of the rim as the horn sounded, 
the Eagles had won their fourth 
straight game. They improved to 
9-8 and moved into sixth place in 

D-II heading into Tuesday’s game 
at undefeated first-place North 
Country. Even a loss there should 
allow them to earn a home playoff 
game if they play to their potential 
during their other remaining 
contests during the regular season.

That is, especially if the Eagles 
continue to hit the boards and get 
after their opponents defensively, 
according to Coach Koran Cousino 
and senior guard Lucy Parker, who 
led a balanced Mount Abe attack 
with nine points vs. Spaulding.

Cousino said Saturday’s 
boardwork took away an important 
part of Spaulding’s attack. 

“We did rebound well, especially 
defensive rebounds. We didn’t give 
them the second chances that they 
love,” Cousino said.

Parker said the Eagles’ defensive 
pressure helped the offense get 
easy baskets, part of a recent trend 
in their winning streak. 

“It starts with defense. We’ve 
been focusing on defense in 
practices and games,” Parker said. 
“It’s turning us around.”

Cousino agreed.
“We spend a lot of time focusing 

on defense and rebounding. That’s 
the bottom line, and you can see 
it,” Cousino said. “In the beginning 
of the season, we were scoring a lot 
of points, but we were giving up a 
lot of points, so I’ve tried to flip the 
switch.”

It also helped that the Eagles 
got off to a fast start on Saturday 
against an opponent that entered 
the contest with a 13-2 record. 
Mount Abe forced eight Tide 
turnovers during the first period to 
take a 9-4 lead in the first 5:10. 

Four Eagles scored in that surge. 
Parker sank three free throws after 
being fouled twice in transition, 
Madi Gile hit in the lane, Griner 

BRATTLEBORO — Before a 
late cancellation on Monday, the 
Middlebury Union High School 
boys’ hockey team picked up a 
big road win.

The Tigers stood at 4-6-1 
entering a scheduled game at 
Milton on Wednesday after the 
deadline for this edition. They are 
set to host Missisquoi at 7 p.m. 

on Friday. This past Monday, the 
Tigers were preparing to host 
Hartford at 5 p.m. when they 
were informed mid-afternoon the 
Hurricanes’ bus had mechanical 
issues, and a replacement 
couldn’t be found. That game was 
not immediately rescheduled. 

On Feb. 1, MUHS won at 
Brattleboro, 5-2, as Kellan 

Bartlett scored twice, one an 
empty-netter, and four Tigers 
scored a goal apiece: Toby 
Draper (who added two assists), 
Gus Hodde and Gavin McNulty. 
Henry Hunsdorfer chipped in two 
assists, and Devon Cyr earned the 
win in goal with 15 saves.

EAGLE FORWARD MACKENZIE Griner goes up for two points 
during her team’s 40-39 home win over Spaulding on Saturday. 
Griner’s six points included the late game-winner, and she grabbed 
13 rebounds.

Independent photo/Steve James

Eagles net dramatic victory
Mount Abe girls edge Tide in rematch of Div. II title tilt

Boys’ hockey wins only outing

VERGENNES UNION HIGH School junior Calvin Gramlin heads 
into a turn at the UVM track in Burlington on Saturday on his way 
to a win in the 1,000 meter race at the Vermont High School Indoor 
Track and Field Championships.

Photo by Phil Gramling

By ANDY KIRKALDY
MIDDLEBURY — The 

Middlebury Union girls’ basketball 
team on Tuesday was missing 
its starting point guard and two 
key reserves due to injury, but 
still overcame a slow start to give 
visiting Enosburg a battle in a 41-
32 loss. 

The 4-9 Tigers trailed the 8-8 
Hornets by 24-8 with about three 
minutes to go in the first half. But 
they outscored Enosburg the rest 
of the way, thanks to hard work on 
the boards and on defense and to 
tactical changes made by Coach 
Chris Altemose. 

Altemose switched the Tigers 
out of their usual man-to-man 
defense into a 2-3 zone. And after 
experimenting with other players 
at the point (two of the injured 
players were starting point guard 
Cady Pitner and backup Jazmyn 
Hurley), Altemose asked freshman 
forward Solstice Binder is she 
would try her hand. 

Her speed and ballhandling 
proved to be a good answer to the 
Enosburg pressure, and the Tigers 
went from 16 first-half turnovers 
to nine in the second half. And an 
active zone took away much of the 
quick Hornets’ ability to penetrate. 

If a few more shots and free 
throws had dropped, especially in 
the third quarter, the Tigers could 
easily have prevailed.

“We have a number of people 

out right now, so trying to get a 
people together to click a little 
bit … it took a little time for us to 
figure some things out,” Altemose 
said. “And then once we did, we 
started doing a little better job of 
getting some decent shots. The 
defense picked up once we went to 
some more zone.”

Critically, he said, the Tigers 
did not get discouraged during the 

early Hornet onslaught.
“I’m just proud of them for not 

quitting and battling the whole 
game,” Altemose said.

Enosburg dominated the first 
quarter, forcing 10 turnovers and 
scoring the first 15 points, seven 
from Lilly Robtoy and four from 
Kayla Gervais. Nine of those 
points came in transition, mostly 

TIGER SENIOR FORWARD Ele Sellers goes up strong in the lane 
vs. Enosburg defenders during Tuesday’s home game. An MUHS rally 
fell short despite her game-high 15 points. 

Independent photo/Steve James 

Tiger girls rally, but Enosburg holds on 

MUHS SENIOR GUARD Kelsey Altemose puts up a shot vs. visiting 
Enosburg during Tuesday’s home game, won by the visiting Hornets 
despite a Tiger rally.

Independent photo/Steve James.

(See Hoop, Page 4B)
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802-388-6888   •   VERMONTSUN.COM

Novice and advanced athletes alike marvel at the beauty of our courses 
and enjoy the mountains, lakes and streams of Central Vermont.

See our website for course maps, race details and registration.

5K,  10K  &  HALF MARATHON

May 14, 2023
Lake Dunmore, 

Vermont
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Directory

SOMAWORK

WELLNESS
CENTER

Donna Belcher, M.A. ..................... 802-388-3362
Licensed Psychologist - Master 

JoAnne Kenyon...............................802-388-0254
Energy Work             https://joanne.abmp.com

Nancy Tellier ...................................802-989-8046
Ortho-Bionomy®

Hyla Dickinson...................................... 802-989-2969
Therapeutic Massage, Lymph Drainage
Craniosacral & Visceral Manipulation

Georgia Dune CMT, CR, LE.................  802-377-2507
Reflexology, Facials & More, Dunespavt.com

Laurinda Poirier-Solomon, RN, L Ac..802-238-4659
Acupuncture & Shiatsu Bodywork

• The Alexander Technique 
& Breathing Coordination

• Breath, Balance, Mental 
& Physical Wellbeing

• 50 years of teaching this 
work I love

• Private Lessons Available

Regaining Ease 
in Stressful Times

Barbara Kent, Certified ACAT, mAmSAT 
Middlebury Studio
barakent@aol.com 917-797-7823

Somaworks  •  Middlebury, VT 
802-388-3362 

Contact us for information:
advertising@addisonindependent.com
or call 802-388-4944
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Practitioner of the Week
Georgia Dune is 
a Certified Massage 
Therapist (18 yrs), 
Reflexologist (15 
yrs) and Licensed 
Esthetician (4 yrs). 
She specializes in 
Reflexology-based 
foot massage and 
provides an eclectic 
menu of professional 
bodywork and skin 
care services by 
appointment. All 
of her work has an 
emphasis on pain 
relief, self-care, body positivity; wellness 
inside and out.
  
Georgia’s holistic wellness practice, 
DuneSpa is located in Somawork Wellness 
Center at 50 Court Street in Middlebury.

Visit Dunespavt.com for more information 
and to see her full menu of services.

Georgiadune@gmail.com
802-377-2507
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A Center for 
Independent Health Care PractitionersIndependent Health Care PractitionersIndependent Health Care PractitionersIndependent Health Care PractitionersIndependent Health Care Practitioners

............................802-247-8106
Therapeutic Soft & Deep Tissue

...............................802-388-0254
Energy Work             https://joanne.abmp.com

Georgia Dune,
Certified Massage 

Therapist, Reflexologist  
& Esthetician

In my previous column I wrote 
about the delights of walking. If 
that column had a central theme, 
it was attentiveness. Indeed, 
attentiveness may be the central 
theme to much of my outdoor 
writing these days. Attentiveness 
(to something or somebody other 
than yourself) both requires 
humility and helps us grow in 
humility — a trait dearly needed 
by our human race, of which I am 
one of the needy members. As soon 
as I hit “send” on that column, I 
began pondering various works 
of literature that illustrated the 
virtues of walking and which have 
inspired me over the years to be 
more appreciative of the practice. 

It might have been Gary 
Snyder’s essay “The Etiquette of 
Freedom” in his collection “The 
Practice of the Wild” that fi rst 
prompted me to think seriously 
about walking as a more than 
just a way to get from one place 
to another when I didn’t have 
a car or bike. “Walking is the 
great adventure,” Snyder wrote. 
“The fi rst meditation, a practice 
of heartiness and soul primary 
to humankind. Walking is the 
exact balance between spirit and 
humility.” The quote has stuck 
with me. Perhaps because decades 
before I read any Gary Snyder, 
the writings of J.R.R. Tolkien and 
C.S. Lewis had already shaped my 

imagination to the idea of walking 
as a great adventure. 

Readers of “The Hobbit” may 
remember (perhaps with delight, 
perhaps with boredom) that a 
signifi cant part of the book is just 
a long walk across Middle-earth. 

Granted that 
the company 
of dwarves 
(plus a hobbit 
named Bilbo 
Baggins and 
wizard named 
Gandalf) start 
their adventure 

with ponies. 
But they are 
not far into the 

adventure before the ponies are 
lost and they are traveling on foot. 
It is on this long walking journey 
that Bilbo Baggins really becomes 
the hero that he is, even as he 
grows in humility. 

The six-book work known as 
“The Lord of the Rings” is an even 
better (and longer) example. While 
Peter Jackson’s fi lms of the same 
name move from battle to battle, 
Tolkien’s books move more from 
meal to meal and from walking 
scene to walking scene. In Book 
One, four hobbits (most notably 
Bilbo’s adoptive son Frodo 
Baggins), eventually joined by a 
fellow named Aragorn who goes 
by the nickname Strider (a name 

suggesting somebody who spends 
his life walking!) walk most of 
the length of the realm of Eriador 
from their home in the Shire to 
the hidden valley of Rivendell 
in the foothills of the mountains. 
In Book Two, a company of nine 
(the eponymous “Fellowship of 
the Ring”) goes on an even longer 
walk over (and then under) a big 
mountain range and through a 
forest before they take a short 
boat ride. Book Three features 
three heroes named Aragorn, 
Legolas and Gimli walking across 
the entire country of Rohan (and 
becoming legends for doing so). 
They have to fi ght a short battle, 
but it’s over in a chapter. The book 
also features hobbits Pippin and 
Merry fi rst on a forced walk, then 
a leisurely walk through a forest, 
and then a journey on which they 
are carried by trees. But the trees 
are walking, so it’s still about 
walking. Books Four and Six 
are about a long walk taken by 
Frodo and his companion Sam 
(and sometimes a creature named 
Gollum) toward and through the 
realm of Mordor. It isn’t a very 
pleasant walk, but as Sam notes 
it is a great adventure and it does 
make them heroes. Book Five has 
some horses and a battle. 

And what happens on the walks? 
A lot of attentiveness, and some 
occasional story-telling. At fi rst 

it’s mostly their guide Strider who 
is attentive. He notices everything. 
Birds chirping. Birds not chirping. 
Bent blades of grass. Smells on 
the wind. The hobbits mostly 
notice how hungry they are, and 
how bad the insects are. But the 
more time Frodo Baggins spends 
with Strider, the more attentive he 
becomes. The narrator says very 
little about battles during these 
walks, but provides numerous 
descriptions of trees and fl owers, 
meals, and growing friendships, 
as well as broader descriptions of 
landscapes, mostly through the 
eyes of the now-attentive Frodo.

Many readers fi nd all that 
walking to be rather boring. They 
don’t want to read descriptions of 
trees and fl owers, or listen to the 
stories that are told (in the form of 
poems) that are prompted by the 
walking adventures. Many readers 
start Tolkien’s long work, but don’t 
fi nish it. They prefer the action-
adventure (and violence) of the 
Jackson fi lms. But this only serves 
to illustrate just how much of the 
books are devoted to walking and 
the resulting attentiveness.

A similar comment could be 
made about C.S, Lewis’s famous 
seven-volume “Chronicles 
of Narnia.” One of the books 
involves ship travel, with only a 
few walking scenes. One mostly 
involves travel on horseback. One 

has very little travel at all, with the 
major excursion taking place on 
a fl ying horse. All the other four 
books have extensive or at least 
important walking scenes. 

The great American poet, 
novelist and essayist Wendell 
Berry, who acknowledges having 
been infl uenced by C.S. Lewis, 
and whose writing have infl uenced 
me, is — like all great poets — a 
great exemplar of attentiveness. 
My favorite Wendell Berry essay 
is titled “A Native Hill.” The 
narrative structure of that essay 
— the text that conveys such a 
powerful subtexts—is simply a 
walk he takes one day from the 
top of hill to the bottom, paying 
attention to the land around him 
as he walks. I return repeatedly 
to this essay both for the wisdom 
it conveys and also for the 

beauty of the prose, especially 
the descriptions that come out 
of his attentiveness that come 
out of his walking. One of the 
central metaphors of the essay is 
a walking path, and how it differs 
from a highway. Berry has been 
shaped by walking.

One of my favorite works of 
local author John Elder — and one 
that is set in the hills right across the 
street from my home, and which 
involves quite a bit of walking 
— is “Reading the Mountains of 
Home.” Elder writes, “I do not 
take up my hiking stick and follow 
a trail through the woods without 
remembering the quests of Frodo 
and his Fellowship of the Ring.” 
I join Elder in that affi rmation, as 
well as in affi rming the goodness 
of taking up the walking stick.

Wendell Berry, the Bagginses, and more on walking

MATTHEW
DICKERSON

By ANDY KIRKALDY
ADDISON COUNTY — 

In local high school boys’ 
basketball play between Feb. 
1 and 7 Middlebury split two 
games, but saw a third suspended 
by an alleged racist incident; 
Vergennes prevailed in its only 
outing; Mount Abe lost its only 
contest; and Otter Valley won 
once in three tries. 

The Eagles were also set to host 
the Commodores on Wednesday 
after deadline for this issue. 
TIGERS

On Monday, the Tigers’ game 
at Milton was not fi nished after 
a Yellowjacket player allegedly 
directed an unacceptable, racial 
slur at an MUHS athlete during the 
second half, an incident reported 
to the game administrator. The 

game was reportedly fi rst halted, 
and then a decision was made not 
to complete the event. 

On Thursday, Feb. 2, the Tigers 
breezed past host Mill River, 61-
38. Penn Riney led the Tigers 
with 20 points, while Ryan Smith 
scored 14 of his 19 points in the 
fourth quarter for Mill River, 
which dropped to 1-13 heading 
into the weekend. 

On Saturday, Spaulding 
remained undefeated by getting 
past MUHS, 81-56, in a game 
played at Middlebury College. 
Jack Trudeau led the Tigers 
with 16 points, and Riney scored 
12. Tavarius Vance led three Tide 
players in double fi gures with 22 
points.  

The 7-6 Tigers were set to host 
Missisquoi on Wednesday in their 

fi rst home game in the MUHS 
gym in more than a month.
COMMODORES

 On Monday, VUHS rallied 
late past host Enosburg, 56-52. 
An Abram Francis three-pointer 
with 1:15 left in the game gave 
the Commodores their fi rst lead, 
and they held on from there. 
VUHS overcame a 32-point 
performance from Hornet Devyn 
Gleason.

Francis hit fi ve three-pointers 
and fi nished with 20 points, 
and Devin Brisson chipped in 
14 points as the Commodores 
improved to 8-6. Their Feb. 3 
game at Missisquoi was canceled.
OTTERS

On Feb. 1, host Windsor edged 
the Otters, 53-49. The Jacks led 
most of the game, but the teams 

traded the lead in the fourth 
quarter. OV had a chance to tie 
in the late going, but missed 
the front end of a one-and-one 
from the free throw line, and 
Windsor added two points in the 
fi nal seconds. Maison Fortin led 
Windsor with 29 points. Lucas 
Politano paced OV with 11, and 
Drew Pelkey chipped in 10.

On Saturday, the Otters 
defeated visiting Springfi eld, 63-
53, rolling to a big lead after three 
periods before the 3-10 Cosmos 
made the score respectable with a 
push in the fourth quarter. 

Aiden Decker (17 points), 
Pelkey (10) and Politano (eight) 
led OV in scoring. Tanner Gintof 
paced the Cosmos with 22 points.

On Monday, visiting Hartford 
improved to 13-2 with a 64-52 
victory over the Otters. OV hit 
the Hurricanes with an opening 
15-3 run fueled by three-pointers, 
but Hartford recovered to lead by 
halftime, 29-25, and went on to 
the win from there over the 6-10 
Otters. Brayden Trombly paced 
Hartford with 15 points, and 
Brody Tyburski and Christian 
Hathorn added 14 each.

Decker led OV with 18 points, 
including four three-pointers. 
Owen Thomas scored 13, and 
Pelkey added nine.  
EAGLES

In a game moved from Feb. 2 
due to a bus problem, on Monday 
visiting North Country, Division 
II’s third-place team, snapped 
the Eagles’ four-game winning 
streak, 54-42. Cooper Brueck led 
the Falcons with 20 points, and 
Jordan Driver added 14.

Domenic DeNapoli and Owen 
Frizzell each scored eight points 
to lead a balanced attack for 
the Eagles, who slipped to 6-7 
heading into Wednesday.

Mixed results for boys’ basketball squads

CONNECTICUT — The 
Middlebury College men’s 
basketball team split two NESCAC 
games in Connecticut over the 
weekend and stand at 19-3 overall, 
7-2 in NESCAC, heading into its 
regular season fi nale. Middlebury 
will face league foe Connecticut 
College (13-9, 4-4 in NESCAC, 
good for sixth place) on Friday at 
7 p.m.

The Panthers will be playing 
for a shot at fi rst place. Hamilton 
(15-7, 6-2 in NESCAC) has 
games at 8th-place Colby and 
10th-place Bowdoin this weekend. 
If the Continentals win both and 
Middlebury defeats the Camels, 
they’d be tied with the Panthers 
atop the league standings, but 
would earn the top seed for the 
playoffs that begin the following 
weekend by virtue of their regular-
season victory over the Panthers. 

If the Camels prevail over the 
Panthers, it could get complicated: 
Three other teams already stand 
with three losses — Williams, 
Tufts and Wesleyan — and 
Hamilton could also join the pack. 
NESCAC offi cials might have to 
dig deep into their tie-breaking 
procedures. 

The Panthers could have clinched 
fi rst place this past weekend, but on 
Friday they were unable to dig out 
of a 46-25 halftime hole and fell 
at Wesleyan, 89-85. The Panthers 
twice came within three points in 
the second half, including when 
Evan Flaks nailed a three-pointer 
with 9:58 remaining to bring the 
Panthers to within 63-60. But 
Wesleyan responded with a 10-0 
run and hit enough free throws 
during the waning minutes to hold 
off Middlebury. 

Flaks, a freshman, led 
Middlebury with a career-high 24 
points, and Noah Osher tossed in 
21. Alex Sobel fi nished with 18 
points, 10 rebounds, fi ve assists 

and three blocked shots, and Sam 
Stevens contributed eight points 
and nine rebounds. Gabe Ravetz 
poured in 27 points for Wesleyan, 
which fi nished the weekend at 14-
8, 5-3 in NESCAC.

The loss also cost Middlebury in 
the NCAA Division III rankings: 
The Panthers dropped from No. 
3 last week to No. 7 this week, 
according to D3hoops.com.

On Saturday, the Panthers 
escaped an upset bid at the hands 
of host Trinity, winning 65-64 in 
overtime when Sobel scored in the 
lane with 14 seconds to go during 
the extra session. 

The Bantams (15-5, 3-5 in 
NESCAC) led at the break, 33-29, 
and opened the second half with 
a 12-7 run to take their largest 
lead of the game at 45-36. The 
Panthers responded with a 14-4 
run to go up by a point, and still 
led by four, 57-53, at 2:38, thanks 
to a Flaks three and an Osher free 
throw. The Bantams then forced 
overtime at 59-59, thanks to a 
pair of Sean Macarchuk three-
pointers sandwiched around two 
free throws by Panther Edward 
Witherington  

In overtime, back-to-back Sobel 
layups gave Middlebury a 63-59 
lead, but Bantam Henry Vetter 
netted three free throws and a 
layup to give his team a 64-63 
edge with 1:28 left.

Finally, Sobel scored the winning 
basket on an up-and-under move in 
the lane with 14 seconds left. Sobel 
then pressured a Trinity fadeaway 
baseline jumper to hit the side of 
the backboard at the fi nal horn.

Osher led the Panthers with 13 
points, and Flaks scored 12. Sobel 
scored 10 points, pulled down 14 
rebounds and added two blocked 
shots, and Jackson McKersie 
contributed 11 points and six 
rebounds. Vetter led three Bantams 
in double fi gures with 19 points. 

Panther men’s hoop 
splits; eye high seed

For breaking news & updates wherever you are!
facebook.com/addisonindependent

twitter.com/addyindy
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Hump day

A back-country challenge around 

an iconic Vt. mountain is a vital 

fundraiser. See Arts + Leisure.

By the way

To the wire

Another local hoops game was 

decided in the final seconds, this 

one in Vergennes. See Page 1B.

Get healthy

Changes in light can make winter 

SAD. Read about ways to perk up 

in the special section inside A+L.

Health &
    Well-Being

A special publication of The Addison Independent | January 19, 2023

Inside:
The Winter Blues

New Pump Track

Be careful shoveling

REGULAR PEOPLE WORK up a sweat in the weight room

at Vermont Sun in Middlebury last week. Above, 91-year-old 

Al Molnar works out six days a week. Right, Bekkah Simmons

keeps an eye on the machine as she pulls up weights.  

Independent photos/Steve James

M i d d lebu r y  to  

d i v er si f y  w o r k 

to  li m i t C O 2

em i ssi o n s

Train b rings 
steps toward
b ig grants to
plan h ou sing

ACSD school board to see 

major turnover this year

Bixby LEGO robotic program 

teaches coding, teamwork, more 
Citing racism, Tiger 

girls say no to game

L eg i slati v e br eakf asts will g o  o n

E n o sbu r g ’ s i ssu es p r o m p t ac ti o n

F i v e m em ber s c o u ld  c h an g e as m aj o r  c h allen g es lo o m

(S ee CO 2  reduc tion,  Page 8 A )
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By ANDY KIRKALDY

VE GE ES  Miniature turning windmills, a 

mobile front-loading truck and other EGO creations 

 along with the local middle- and elementary-

school students who built them and the mentors who 

helped the builders  took center stage in the 

ixby ibrary’s Community oom this past 

Saturday. 
The occasion was the Community Demo Day 

for the ixby ego obotics Program. That 

program brought two teams, one of nine older 

students and one of five younger pupils, together 

every Wednesday at the Vergennes library since this 

past fall to design and build robotic pro ects, including 

writing the necessary software code, with the help 

of a half-do en mentors. 

Saturday’s hour-long event, which was 

well attended by team members’ friends 

and family members, also doubled as a test 

run for the older Challenge Team’s pro ect. 

That team’s pro ect consists of a truck 

that moves two loads across a colorful surface 

about the si e of a sheet of plywood  to separate 

destinations and then triggers a windmill’s blades to 

start churning. Challenge Team will enter it into a an. 

28 Statewide EGO irst Competition at orwich 

University. 
The theme of the contest is enewable Energy.  

Thus the members of both the Challenge Team and 

younger Explorer Team also went to Monument 

arms Dairy in Weybridge to learn about its 

manure-fueled bio-digester that provides 

some power to the business, and they 

also interviewed Green Mountain 

Power GMP  officials 

about renewable power. 

The Challenge Team 

also shared what they 

learned in a skit that 

will be part of their 

contest presentation. 

Team members posed 

as TV ournalists interviewing 

LEGO BIXBY ROBOTICS Explorer Team members Isaac Bouffard (left), Kayson Lavella and 

Porter Johnstone demonstrate their renewable energy project Saturday in the Vergennes library’s 

Community Room.

Independent photos/Andy Kirkaldy

More signs of  a return to 

normalcy:  Bristol’s Pocock 

Rocks Music F estiv al &  Street 

F air will return this summer 

af ter a long COV ID hiatus,  

and the town is looking to 

resurrect its seasonal f armers 

market.  Pocock Rocks has 

traditionally f eatured liv e 

musical p erf ormances f rom 

multip le well- known and lov ed 

regional b ands,  and hosted 

ov er 3 0  v endors,  including 

microb rews,  wine,  hard 

ciders,  sp irits,  sp ecialty f oods,  

gif ts,  and craf ts.  The f estiv al 

By ANDY KIRKALDY

MIDD E U   The 

members of the Middlebury 

Union High School girls’ 

basketball team chose not to 

travel to Enosburg alls High 

School for a game this past 

Thursday citing a history of 

racist harassment of Tiger 

athletes at the ranklin County 

school. 
The team last week posted 

a statement on Instagram that 

cited three separate incidents 

over the past three years when 

MUHS athletic teams have 

experienced racist attacks from 

Enosburg spectators. They 

said Enosburg had used hate 

speech toward members of their 

community and other groups.

The Tiger team members felt 

that Enosburg officials had not 

addressed the problem to the 

degree re uired.

Discrimination of any form 

can no longer be allowed and 

these incidents must not be 

ignored or swept under the 

rug,  they wrote. We feel that 

the blame should not be placed 

solely on the individuals who 

made the racist comment, but 

rather this is a systemic issue 

that must be addressed more 

By JOH N F LOW ERS

MIDD EE U   Three 

Addison County municipalities 

are well-positioned to receive 

a 100,000 grant to plan future 

housing, bike paths and other 

facilities that could dovetail with 

the new passenger rail service in 

their communities.

The Chittenden County egional 

Planning Commission will act 

as a conduit for a 2.1 million in 

federal grant money that will fund 

Transit-Oriented Development 

TOD  in northwest Vermont. 

Communities are eligible for one 

of up to 12 available 100,000 

slices of that funding. 

The northwest region 

encompasses Addison, Chittenden, 

utland, ranklin and Washington 

counties. The Addison County 

egional Planning Commission 

AC PC  is encouraging eligible 

local communities to apply.

The 100,000 grants will support 

municipal efforts to create transit-

oriented development master plans 

for their downtowns and village 

centers, and to draft bylaws to 

implement those master plans.

Adam ougee, executive 

By JOH N F LOW ERS

MIDD E U   The 

town of Middlebury has made 

good progress reducing the 

carbon footprint of its municipal 

operations, but the community 

will need a ma or shift in strategy 

if it’s to reach its goal of cutting 

CO2 emissions by 80  compared 

to what it generated during fiscal 

year 201  by the year 2030.

Members of the Middlebury 

Energy Committee stressed that 

point during a recent selectboard 

meeting, at which they provided an 

update on the community’s 80  

by 2030  goal  an ob ective that 

By JOH N F LOW ERS

ADDISON COUNTY — 

Addison County’s long tradition 

of holding legislative breakfasts 

linking elected politicians with 

their constituents while the 

General Assembly is in session 

will continue  with a few tweaks.

The I ndep endent reported on 

an. 12 that the legislative breakfast 

series, after a more than 50-year 

run, was on life support after it 

went on hiatus in early 2020 due to 

the COVID-1  pandemic.

The most recent sponsors of the 

event  the Addison County arm 

ureau and the ridport Grange 

 at the time reported no firm 

plans to bring back the Monday 

morning gatherings held during the 

Legislative session.

ut arm ureau and Grange 

officials met late last week and 

decided to resurrect the breakfasts, 

albeit on an every-other-week 

schedule, instead of weekly.

Tim uskey, a leader of the arm 

ureau, said the 2023 legislative 

breakfast series will kick off on 

By JOH N F LOW ERS

MIDD E U   The Addison 

Central School District board will 

swap out at least three  and as 

many as five  of its 13 members 

this winter. 
The transition will occur as the 

panel takes on several weighty 

challenges  searching for a new 

superintendent, crafting a new 

strategic plan to ensure all students 

have e ual access to uality 

education and planning a multi-

million-dollar bond to bring all 

nine ACSD school buildings up to 

code.
The transition will begin 

during the coming weeks as the 

Cornwall selectboard helps pick 

a replacement for that town’s 

lone ACSD board member, Peter 

Conlon. As previously reported by 

the I ndep endent, Conlon resigned 

from the panel on an.  to chair 

the Vermont House Education 

Committee. Conlon, a Democrat, 

Starting the day off right

METEOROLOGISTS TELL US that a high-pressure mass traps dust in the air, which scatters blue light and leaves red highlights in 

the sky. No one in Addison County who saw this spectacular sunrise on Dec. 29, shown here over Middlebury, would have to know the 

science to appreciate the breathtaking beauty.

Independent photo/Sadie Messenger

Interested in selling the Addison Independent at your business? 
Call 802.388.4944 or email frontdesk@addisonindependent.com 

and chat with Sadie!

Stop by any of these 60+ locations
for your copy of Addison County’s 

award-winning community newspaper!

Meet Sadie!
Our Circulation 

Manager
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Art for HabitatAlbright’s portraits focus on home 
and people, perfect for the cause 
she supports. See Arts + Leisure.

By the way

Fast track
After a snowfall, the Tiger Nordic 
ski teams have a good day on their 
home course. See Sports, Page 1B.

Our thanksCounty firefighters gather in-
person to recognize those who 
protect us. See Page 12A.

A N W S D  bu d g et r i ses;  
h am m er  f alls o n  tax esPassenger rail gathers momentum Middlebury voters to field 

$ 3 . 5 M  w ater  tan k bo n d

Pocock and farmers market arereturning to Bristol

M U H S  p r i n c i p al abr u p tly  leav es;  i n ter i m  step s i n

C ornwall wom anappointed  to th e A C S D  b oard

B oard  ad d s f u nd s f or proj ec ts to b u d get plan

E th an  A llen  ex p an si o n  d r aw s 1 , 0 0 0 s (S ee A N W S D ,  Page 15 A )

(S ee W ater tank ,  Page 13 A )
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By JOH N F LOW ERSMIDD E U   The Addison 
Central School District oard on 
Tuesday picked Ellen Whelan-
Wuest to temporarily fill a Cornwall 
spot on the panel recently vacated 
by incumbent Peter Conlon.

Whelan-Wuest will serve until 
the March 7 Town Meeting Day 
elections, which will offer her and 
other Cornwall residents a chance 
to run for the final year on Conlon’s 
three-year term.

By MARIN H OW ELL ISTO   olks in the 
5-town area in and around ristol 
have a lot to look forward to, as 
two well-loved community events 
are slated to return this summer. 
The ristol CO E organi ation is 
preparing to bring back the town’s 
Pocock ocks music festival and 
street fair, as well as reestablish the 
ristol armers Market. ristol CO E is a nonprofit 

organi ation committed to 
maintaining the economic vitality 
of downtown ristol. The group 

By JOH N F LOW ERSMIDDLEBURY — The recently 
expanded Ethan Allen Express 
passenger rail service is exceeding 
state officials’ expectations, while 
providing a boost for Addison 
County travelers, innkeepers, 
students and merchants.

It was on uly 2  of last year 
that Amtrak added urlington, 
Middlebury and Vergennes
errisburgh stops to what had 

until then been a utland-to- ew 
ork City Ethan Allen Express 

passenger rail service, also known 
as EA . Service expansion was 

warmly greeted by Addison 
County residents, merchants, 
lodging establishments and the 
Middlebury College community.

That warm greeting has morphed 
into avid ridership, according to 
Vermont Agency of Transportation 
VTrans  officials.Toni Clithero, VTrans Amtrak 

Grants Program manager, told the 

I ndep endent that EA  ridership 
at urlington’s Union Station is 
averaging approximately 2,132 
riders per month or 71 passengers 
per day, with the monthly averages 
being 477 for the Middlebury 
station and 30  for the errisburgh-
Vergennes station.Clithero noted VTrans and 

RIDERS BOARD THE expanded Ethan Allen Express passenger rail service at the Middlebury station this past Friday. Ridership has 

exceeded Amtrak and Vermont Agency of Transportation expectations with nearly 4,000 additional riders on the train in November.Independent photo/Steve James

By ANDY KIRKALDYVE GE ES  The Addison 
orthwest School District 

A WSD  budget that voters will 
consider on Town Meeting Day 
calls for a 13.4  spending increase 
but property tax rate increases are 
expected to be a fraction of that.

evertheless, residents of the 
five A WSD municipalities 

shouldn’t look for a tax break.
The A WSD board last week 

endorsed a budget that would set 
spending for the 2023-2024 school 
year at about 25.3 million, which 
is an increase of about 3 million. 

The proposed spending preserves 
all existing programs and adds a 
couple obs, including a middle 

By MARIN H OW ELL BRISTOL — The Mount 
Abraham Unified School District 
board has an adopted a budget 
for fiscal year 2024 to put before 
voters that, despite a 15.52  
increase in the cost per e uali ed 
pupil, is expected to translate into 
a decrease in the education tax 
rate for the roughly two-thirds 

of district residents who pay for 
schools based on their income. 

The plan, adopted by the board 
at its Tuesday meeting, is based 
on an estimated 33,8 8, 00 in 
total spending for 24. With an 
anticipated 5,778,530 coming into 
the district from outside revenue, 
education spending for 24 is 

By JOH N F LOW ERSMIDD E U   Middlebury 
voters on Town Meeting Day 
will be asked to support a 3.5 
million bond to build a new water 
storage tank on Chipman Hill to 
supplement the current, 1.5 million-
gallon receptacle in that same 
area that delivers municipal water 
to ,000 year-round consumers 

 including 2,500 Middlebury 
College students and 2,300 service 
connections providing ow to a 
variety of residential, commercial 
and industrial users.Emmalee Cherington, the town’s 

director of public works operations, 
pointed to a 2017 sanitary survey  
conducted by the state of Vermont 

By JOH N F LOW ERSMIDD E U   Middlebury Union High 

School Principal ustin Campbell resigned Monday, 

effective immediately.After being on the ob two and a half years, 

Campbell has built positive relationships with 

students, teachers and parents, according to his 

colleagues.MUHS drivers ed teacher George ooney 
compared the mood of a 
teachers’ meeting following 
the Campbell announcement 
to a funeral service.I always en oyed working 

with him,  said ooney, who 
is a representative of the 
Addison Central Education 
Association teachers’ union. 
It felt like I was working 

with him, not for him.Campbell himself was 
somewhat vague on his 
reasons for leaving. He 
announced his decision 
through a two short 

paragraphs in an email to the school community that 

arrived at 3 50 p.m. on Monday
After much contemplation, many conversations 

with family and some deep introspection, I have 

decided to resign my position as MUHS principal. I 

have en oyed my time as an educator but I’m ready 

for a different challenge that helps me to better 

balance all aspects of my life.
It has been a deep honor to be part of the MUHS 

community and I will cherish the memories I’ve 

made. I will work with Addison Central School 

District Superintendent Peter  urrows and the 

MUHS team to assure a smooth transition,  he 

added. Thank you for all the kindness and support 

the community has shown my family and me 

throughout our time here.The I ndep endent could not reach Campbell 

directly.

JU STIN CAMPBELL

Homeless among us
CARING CITIZENS GATHERED and held signs on the greens in Addison County 

on Thursday, Jan. 19, to draw attention to the plight of those who don’t have 

a house to live in. This gentleman on the City Green in Vergennes displayed a 

message that all should take to heart. See more photos on Page 14A.Photo by Jason Duquette-Hoffman

MAUSD spending up, but tax rate is falling

Kudos to Middleb ury’s 
H aymaker Bun Co. ,  which has 
b een p icked as one of  2 0  semi-
finalists for a prestigious 2023 
James Beard F oundation award 
in the category of “Outstanding 
Bakery. ”  It is the only V ermont 
bakery recognized. The winners 
will b e announced on June 5  at 
a ceremony at the Lyric Op era 
of Chicago. The James Beard 
F oundation’s Restaurant and 
Chef Awards are one of five 
separate recognition programs of 
the awards. The 2023 Restaurant 
and Chef semifinalists are 
recognized across 23 categories, 
including the new award for 
Outstanding Bakery. The 
James Beard F oundation is a 
nonprofit organization with a 
mission “to celebrate, support 
and elevate the people behind 
America’s f ood culture and 
champion a standard of good 
f ood anchored in talent,  eq uity,  
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In the shadow
Local theater students wrote and 

will perform a gothic-style play 

next week. See Arts+Leisure.

By the way

Netting two
The Tiger girls’ hockey team 

posted a pair of convincing wins 

to move over .500. See Page 1B.

Bird buddy
A conservation biologist will talk 

about birds at a Green Mountain 

Club meeting. See Page 6B.

Paid family leave seen as draw for workers

Middlebury placed on 

fast track for housing

id program ees made e i le

Lincoln couple share stories of  African photo safari

H an n af o r d  C ar eer  C en ter  

h i r es a n ew  su p er i n ten d en t

Town Meeting Day 

election slate firms up R ep.  S c h eu :  L atest b ill h as a good  c h anc e

Encourage others to make the big trip 

T o w n  ear n s sp ec i al state d esi g n ati o n

P ay m en t m o d el p r o m o tes ac c essi bi li ty  to  lo c al c am p s 

S ee c an d i d ates o n  M ar c h  7  ballo ts

• New faces on Addison Central School District Board ...... P age 2A

• Look for a new Vergennes mayor and council member .... P age 2A

• Spots remain open on Mount Abe school board................ P age 2A

• Middlebury will need to appoint a town clerk................... P age 7 A

• Ferrisburgh selectboard chair to step aside........................ P age 7 A

• Newcomer running for Brandon selectboard .................. P age 1 2A

Farming group eyes collaboration

(S ee A fric a,  Page 16 A )
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B y  M A R I N  H O W E L L  

L I N CO L N  —  O n a snow y, 

below - freez ing evening in L incoln 

last week, Dale and Lucinda 

Cockrell shared with listeners 

at the Lincoln Library stories of 

their recent adventures in a much 

w armer climate. 
The Lincoln residents last fall 

took a 34-day, self-guided 

safari trip through 

South Africa’s Kruger 

National Park. The pair 

took photos of the many 

plants and 
animals they 
encountered 
on their 
journey, which they 

shared at the Jan. 26 

event —along with 

tips for how other 

adventurers could plan a similar 

ex cursion. 
“ P art of the agenda tonight is 

to convince all of you that this 

is a trip you must tak e, because 

it’s life-changing,” Dale told the 

crowd of around 30.

The Cockrells’ journey began 

in October, with a 15-hour flight 

to Johannesburg. Once in South 

Africa, the couple picked up their 

rental car and drove six hours 

north to Kruger National Park. 

One of Africa’s largest game 

reserves, the park covers 8,000 

square miles, similar in size to the 

state of Vermont. 
Dale and Lucinda began their 

safari at the northern section 

of the park, traversing more 

than 200 miles south to the 

opposite end of the park 

over the course of their 

month-long expedition. 
K r u g e r 
N a t i o n a l 
P a r k  

is home to 

hundreds of 

species of plants 

and animals, many of which the 

couple encountered throughout 

their trip. 
“ Y ou don’t go 10 or 15 minutes 

without seeing something, I mean 

E U R O P E A N  
B E E -E A T E R

B y  M A R I N  H O W E L L  

BRISTOL — In an effort to make youth 

programming more accessible to families in the 

5-town area, the Bristol Recreation Department will 

be implementing a new, “pay what you can” payment 

system for half of its youth camps this summer. The 

payment option will allow families to set the camp 

tuition rate for themselves based on what they’re able 

to afford. 
Taylor Welch, director of the Bristol Hub Teen 

Center, said the recreation department was inspired 

by other local organizations that have adopted a 

similar payment option, such as the Lake Champlain 

Maritime Museum in Ferrisburgh. The museum offers 

a pay what you can option for all of its youth camps 

B y  J O H N  F L O W E R S

MONTPELIER — It’s a new 

biennium, but a return to a familiar 

battle for Rep. Robin Scheu.

For six years, the Middlebury 

Democrat has championed 

Vermont’s adoption of a paid family 

leave program to assist people 

needing to take care an infant 

or sick family member, or those 

fleeing domestic violence.

While recent paid-leave 

initiatives have failed to cross the 

finish line, Scheu has high hopes for 

this year’s bill H.66, which would 

create a statewide Paid Family and 

Medical Leave Insurance (PFMLI) 

program.
If passed, the PFMLI program 

would guarantee 12 weeks of paid 

time off to all Vermont w ork ers in 

the event of the birth or adoption of 

a child in their household, illness, 

and/or for those dealing with 

domestic violence or who have a 

family member in the military who’s 

been confirmed for active duty.

Self-employed Vermonters could 

opt-in to the program.

“We’re really trying to cover all 

workers and we’re also focused on 

adequate wage replacement,” Scheu 

said during a recent interview with 

the I ndep endent.
The primary funding mechanism 

for the PFMLI program would be 

a payroll tax equivalent to 0.58% 

of each employee’s covered wages 

—  an obligation split betw een 

the employee and employer. 

The average weekly wage for 

Vermonters during fiscal year 2022 

was $1,135, according to Scheu. 

So the 0.58% PFMLI payroll tax 

would come out to $6.58 per week 

—  or $ 3 4 2.3 2 annually, split evenly 

between the worker and employer. 

B y  J O H N  F L O W E R S

MIDDLEBURY — The 

Patricia Hannaford Career Center 

has hired a new superintendent: 

Nicole MacTavish, a longtime 

educator currently working in the 

Marshall Islands. School officials 

and MacTavish worked out final 

terms of a contract on Tuesday.

Assuming she passes muster 

with the Vermont Agency of 

Education, MacTavish will begin 

her new role this summer. She’ll 

succeed interim Superintendent 

Tim Williams, who was hired last 

A ugust after a previous effort to 

replace former Superintendent 

P o r t e r  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r  n e e d s  

v o l u n t e e r  d o u l a s ,  w h o  p r o v i d e  

g u i d a n c e  a n d  s u p p o r t  t o  p r e g n a n t  

w o m e n  d u r i n g  l a b o r .  I f  y o u  h a v e  

e x p e r i e n c e  b e i n g  a  d o u l a  a n d  a r e  

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  v o l u n t e e r i n g  i n  t h e  

P o r t e r  B i r t h i n g  C e n t e r ,  p l e a s e  

c o m p l e t e  a  v o l u n t e e r  a p p l i c a t i o n  

a t  p o r t e r m e d i c a l . o r g  o r  s e n d  

a n  e m a i l  t o :  P M C -V o l u n t e e r s @

p o r t e r m e d i c a l . o r g .  N o t e :  A l l  

d o u l a  v o l u n t e e r s  w i l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  

t o  c o m p l e t e  a  24 -h o u r  t r a i n i n g  

p r o g r a m  t h a t  w i l l  b e g i n  i n  M a r c h .

If you’ve been to the Lincoln 

Library lately, you might have noticed 

that a skating rink has been built, 

lined, flooded and iced over (thanks 

to the Lincoln Fire Department and 

Lincoln Sports). Now it’s time to 

celebrate the community ice rink, 

so here’s an invite for local kids, 

adults and everyone in between: 

B y  M A R I N  H O W E L L  

MIDDLEBURY — Faced 

with managing changes in best 

practices, business competition 

and climate change — not to 

mention the daily challenges 

of raising crops and animals 

— growers and ranchers who 

gathered at the Champlain Valley 

F armers Coalition annual meeting 

in Middlebury on Tuesday stressed 

that they need to work together.

“I don’t believe you can solve big 

problems without collaboration,” 

said Vijay Nazareth, executive 

director of the coalition. “All of us 

are good at something, but if you 

want to bring about big change, 

you have to work together. So, 

B y  J O H N  F L O W E R S

M I D D L E B U R Y  

— Middlebury has 

earned a Neighborhood 

Development A rea, or 

NDA, designation from 

the state for a large 

swath of property in its 

core village area. This 

should be a catalyst 

for construction of 

more local affordable 

housing, while giving the 

community priority consideration 

for state grants.
Confirmation of Middlebury’s 

NDA designation came late 

last week through the 

Vermont Department of 

Housing & Community 

Development, and it 

was enthusiastically 

greeted by town officials 

and representatives of 

Summit P roperties, 

which is proposing a 

mixed housing project 

of more than 140 

units off Seymour 

Street Extension. Among other 

advantages, Middlebury’s new 

status as one of only 10 NDA-

approved communities in the 

“Without an 

NDA at all, 

affordable 
housing 
projects 
don’t have a 

chance.”
— Jennifer 

Murray

Waterlogged
S   og olling lu  mem er udrey elsh eeps her alance on a color ul tim er oating in the 

shallow end of the college Natatorium pool Sunday afternoon as a competitor from the University of Vermont gets dunked. See more 

photos from the event on Page 14A.

Independent photo/Steve James

DALE AND LUCINDA Cockrell used a very long camera lens to document this leopard pacing around 

South Africa’s Kruger National Park during their month-long visit last October. The Cockrells shared 

photos and stories from their adventure during a recent presentation at the Lincoln Library.
Photos by Dale Cockrell
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SHOREHAM:
Shoreham Service 
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BJ’s Farm Supply
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Kinney Drugs
Shaw’s
Maplefields Vergennes
Vergennes Wine
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Eastview at Middlebury
Porter Hospital/Rehab

converted in the post, and Maia 
Jensen added a fast-break bucket. 

For the Tide, Gracie Martin 
scored all fi ve of her points in the 
period, and Roberge had four as 
Spaulding pulled to within 13-11 
entering the second quarter.

The Eagles stretched that lead to 
24-19 at the halftime break, with a 
lift from sophomore Louisa Painter 
in the second period. Painter scored 
all fi ve of her points and grabbed 
most of her six rebounds in the 
quarter, and Mount Abe’s 2-2-1 
press and 2-3 zone defense held the 
Tide to eight points.

Cousino said she had watched 
fi lm of Thetford troubling 
Spaulding with a similar approach, 
but tweaked it a bit.

“Even though it was a 2-3 zone, I 
thought it was more of a match-up 
look, where we were trying not to 
let 33, Sage MacAuley, or Yvonne 
Roberge get the ball,” she said. 

The Eagles threatened to run 
away in the third period as Parker 
and Jensen accounted for all eight 
of their points during the fi rst four 
minutes to build a 32-23 lead. That  
lead remained nine before Tide 
freshman Sophie Guariello stole 
the ball and laid it in with at 0:05 
left to set the score at 34-27 after 
three quarters.

Then the Tide tightened their 
player-to-player defense in the 
fourth, and Roberge broke loose 
for a jumper and a three-pointer, 
and it was 34-32, two minutes in. 
Payton Vincent scored inside to put 
the Eagles up by four at 5:20, but 
after buckets by Charlotte Young 

and MacAuley, the game was tied 
at 36 with 3:25 left.

A Gile baseline drive at 3:12 
put the Eagles back on top, but 
a Guariello free throw and a 
MacAuley hoop in the lane at 1:30 
gave Spaulding the lead at 39-38. 

The Eagles answered. Gile 
and Jensen combined to work the 
ball to Griner on the left block, 
and she converted at 1:10. After 
unsuccessful possessions by both 
teams, Roberge missed under 
pressure with 10 seconds to go, 
and the teams scrambled after the 
rebound. 

The offi cials fi nally awarded the 
Tide a time-out under the basket 
with 2.3 seconds to go. MacAuley 
got a decent look, but the shot didn’t 
fall, and the Eagles celebrated what 
was so far their biggest win of the 
season.

Roberge led the Tide with 13 
points, MacAuley and Aliyah 
Elliot were next with six each, and 
Guariello and Martin added fi ve 
apiece.

Parker added four steals and two 
assists to her nine points. Jensen 
fi nished with six points, six steals 
and four assists; Griner with six 
points to go with her 13 boards; 
Gile with six points and three 
assists; and Morgan Barnard with 
six points and two steals. 

What doesn’t show up in the 
stats is what Cousino and Parker 
called improving team chemistry.

“We’re talking a lot more on 
defense and communicating,” 
Parker said. “The overall team 
bond has gone up, and it’s really 
shown on the court.”   

MOUNT ABE SENIOR Lucy Parker drives past a knot of Spaulding defenders during the Eagle girls’ home win on Saturday. Parker led the 
Eagles with nine points. 

Independent photo/Steve James

Basketball 
(Continued from Page 1B)

EAGLE SENIOR MAIA Jensen goes high to put up a shot in her 
team’s dramatic victory over Spaulding on Saturday. Jensen fi nished 
with six points, six steals and four assists.

Independent photo/Steve James

Upcoming Events

Memorial Sports Center
296 Buttolph Drive • Middlebury, VT

802-388-1238
info@memorialsportscenter.org
MemorialSportsCenter.org

Skate Sharpening 
available during

all events.

�ursday Feb. 9:
9:00 - 11:00 AM - Public Skating

Saturday, Feb. 11:
6:30 - 8:00 PM - Public Skating

Sunday, Feb. 12:
2:30 - 4:00 PM - Public Skating

Tuesday Feb. 14:
9:00 - 11:00 AM - Public Skating

3:30 - 5:00 PM - Stick & Puck 
�ursday Feb. 16:

9:00 - 11:00 AM - Public Skating
Tuesday Feb. 21:

9:00 - 11:00 AM - Public Skating
3:30 - 5:00 PM - Stick & Puck 

�ursday Feb. 23:
9:00 - 11:00 AM - Public Skating

Eagle, Tiger girls post wins
ADDISON COUNTY — Mount 

Abraham and Middlebury each 
won once to highlight girls’ high 
school basketball play between 
Feb. 1 and 7, while Otter Valley 
and Vergennes continued to fi nd 
victories hard to come by.

The defending Division II 
champion Eagles also hosted 
Spaulding on Saturday in a rematch 
of the 2022 fi nal, and the Tigers 
hosted Enosburg on Tuesday; see 
stories on Page 1B.
EAGLES

On Feb. 1, the visiting Eagles 
outscored Enosburg by 21-3 in 
the second quarter on the way 
to a 45-29 victory. Mackenzie 
Griner’s 15 points led Mount 
Abe, and Lucy Parker also hit 
double fi gures with 10 points. 
Lilly Robtoy scored eight for the 
Hornets.

On Tuesday, undefeated host 
North Country coasted past the 
Eagles, 70-38. North Country’s 
dynamic duo of Sabine Brueck 
and Cora Nadeau led the way with 
22 and 15 points, respectively.  
Louisa Painter’s 12 points led the 
Eagles, Mackenzie Griner scored 
nine, and Madi Gile and Maia 
Jensen added seven apiece.

The Eagles saw a four-game 
winning streak snapped and 
dropped back to .500 at 9-9, but 
remain in strong contention for a 
fi rst-round D-II home game. 
TIGERS

On Feb. 1, the Tigers edged 
host Missisquoi, 55-53, rallying 

from eight points down in the 
third period. Cady Pitner nailed 
a three with 35 seconds to go to 
give MUHS the lead at 54-53. Ele 
Sellers, who earlier sank a key 
three-pointer, added a free throw 
with 11 seconds to go to provide 
insurance. 

Pitner and Sellers each fi nished 
with 18 points to lead the Tigers, 
while Solstice Binder scored 
10 and Makayla Swan added 
four. The Tigers improved to 4-8 
heading into their Tuesday home 
game vs. Enosburg.
OTTERS

On Saturday, visiting Springfi eld 
(8-7) defeated the Otters, 48-40, 
as Cosmo Macie Stegner poured 
in 24 points. The Otters kept the 
game close throughout as Elena 
Politano scored 11 points, Ryleigh 
LaPorte had eight and Emily 
Peduto and Matelin LaPorte
added six apiece. 

On Tuesday, visiting Windsor 
pinned a 55-34 setback on the 
Otters. Sydney Perry (19 points, 
18 boards) and Sophia Rockwood 
(18 points) led the Yellowjackets.  

Anna Lee and Peduto scored 10 
points apiece for the 1-14 Otters.
COMMODORES

The Commodores dropped two 
road games last week, at North 
Country on Feb. 1, 47-21, and at 
Missisquoi on Saturday 42-34. 
Details on those games were 
unavailable. The Commodores’ 
record dropped to 5-11.

By ANDY KIRKALDY
JERICHO — The Otter Valley 

wrestling team won the Jason 
Lowell Memorial Tournament 
on Saturday at Mount Mansfi eld 
Union High School.

The Otters amassed 170 points 
thanks to 11 wrestlers earning 
top-four fi nishes, including two 
champions, Caleb Whitney at 138 
pounds and Tucker Babcock at 
152. Whitney and Babcock both 
earned their 100th career wins at 
the tournament.

Vergennes Union High School 
wrestlers Eli Brace and Jamison 
Couture also won at 132 and 195 
pounds, respectively.

Malone, N.Y., was a distant 
second to OV with 96 points, 
followed by Fair Haven, 77.5, 
and host Mount Mansfi eld, 75. 

Middlebury and Mount 
Abraham fi nished tied for eighth 
with 59 points in the 17-team 
fi eld, with VUHS right behind in 
10th.

No Tigers or Eagles won their 
weight classes. For the Tigers, 
Avery Carl and Nick Sheldrick 
placed second, and Alex Sperry 
took third. Devan Hemingway, 
Matt Conant and Wyatt Allenson 
all reached fi nals for Mount Abe.

By weight class, area wrestlers 
earning top-four podium fi nishes 
were: 

• 120 pounds: 2. Hemingway, 
Mount Abe; 3. Sperry, MUHS. 
Hemingway, a defending state 
champ, fell to a Malone wrestler 
in the fi nal, 10-8.

• 132: 1. Brace, VUHS; 2. Carl, 
MUHS; 3. Lincoln Wilcox, OV. 
Brace edged Carl, the defending 
state champion, 4-3, in the fi nal. 

• 138: Champion Whitney 
pinned OV teammate Kingston 
Cotter in the fi nal. 

• 145: 2. Conant, Mt. Abe; a 
Malone wrestler pinned him in 
the title match. 

• 152: 1. Babcock, OV; 3. 
Malachai Sheldrick, OV. 

• 160: 4. Chase Cram, OV.
• 170: 3. Drake Felkl, OV.
• 182: 2. Isaac Whitney, OV. 

CVU’s Thomas Murphy won by 
pin in the fi nal. 

• 195: 1. Couture, VUHS; 
3. Simon Martin, OV. Couture 
pinned Malone’s Cooper Funk in 
the fi nal.

• 220: 2. Allenson, Mount 
Abe; 3. Keevon Parks, OV. 
Fair Haven’s Colton Delong 
decisioned Allenson in the fi nal, 
6-3.

• 285: 2. Sheldrick, MUHS; 3. 
Derek Li, OV. Sheldrick, the top-
ranked heavyweight in Vermont 
entering the season, lost a 3-2 
decision to Springfi eld’s Cole 
Wright in the fi nal. 

MIDDLEBURY — The 
Middlebury Union High School 
girls’ team nabbed two home wins, 
one over Division II’s top team, 
to move fi rmly into a top-four 
D-II playoff position with a 10-6 
record. The Tigers were riding a 
four-game winning streak heading 
into a Saturday game at fi fth-place 
Hartford. 

On Feb. 1, the host Tigers edged 
Woodstock, D-II’s fi rst-place team, 
2-1. The Wasps took the lead in the 
game’s fi rst minute on an Isabel 
Konijnenberg strike. Erin Mulcahy 
equalized for MUHS with an assist 
from Erin Sears in the fi rst minute of 
the second period, and Sears netted 
the go-ahead goal in the opening 
minute of the third period. 

Tiger goalie Ruby Hubbell 
backstopped the win with 20 saves. 
Wasp goalie Meridian Bremel made 
16 saves as her team dropped to 10-3.

On Saturday, the Tigers eased past 
visiting Brattleboro, 3-1, dropping 
the Colonels to 2-11. Quinn Doria, 
Hana Doria and Sears found the net 
for the Tigers, with Mulcahy and 
Kenyon Connors picking up assists. 
The Tigers allowed just three goals 
in their four-game streak heading 
into Wednesday.

Alex Gregory scored for 
Brattleboro, and Colonel goalie 
Angela Jobin kept the score 
respectable with 29 saves.

Girls’ hockey 
claims pair

OV wins tourney; VUHS, 
Otter wrestlers claim titles
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taking advantage of the man-to-
man pressure the Hornets were 
applying. 

Only a bucket in the lane in the 
quarter’s fi nal minute by Tiger 
senior forward and leading scorer 
Ele Sellers put MUHS on the fi rst-
period scoreboard, and it was 15-2.

The Tigers began to show life 
in the second period, but still fell 
behind by 16 points twice. Hornet 
Gabby Spaulding’s fast-break 
hoop made it 17-2, but then Binder 
grabbed a defensive rebound on 
the next Hornet possession and 
streaked coast-to-coast for a layup. 
Sellers followed with a hoop inside 
at 5:45, and it was 17-6.

Gervais followed with a three-
pointer and a steal conversion to 
make it 22-6 at 5:00, but the genie 
was out of the bottle. The Tigers 
— namely Sellers and Binder 
(who looked like she was shot out 
of a cannon on one coast-to-coast 
hoop) — outscored the Hornets by 
7-2 over the rest of the period as 
the switch to a zone also paid off, 

and the MUHS defi cit was 24-13 
at the half.

The Tigers then outplayed the 
Hornets in the third period (their 
edge on the boards was 15-8 in the 
quarter, 44-27 overall, including 
team rebounds), but missed a 
couple layups, and went only two-
of-six on free throws. The bottom 
line is they failed to make up 
ground on the scoreboard despite 
cutting Enosburg’s lead to seven 
twice (24-17 and 28-21). The 
Hornets still led by 11 after three 
periods, 32-21.

The Hornets then opened the 
fourth quarter with a 6-0 run to 
make it 38-21 before Tiger senior 
Kelsey Altemose’s three at 5:30 
cut the lead to 14. The Tiger 
defense allowed only four free 
throws the rest of the way. But the 
lid also stayed on the Tiger hoop. 
Binder and Sellers combined for 
seven more points, but only one 
more basket, a Binder putback, 
and the Hornets held serve for their 
11-point victory. 

Gervais led Enosburg with 13 

points, followed by Robtoy (nine) 
and Montannah Ovitt (six).

Sellers (15 points), Binder (13) 
and Altemose (three) scored all the 
Tiger points; Sellers and Binders 
did most of the damage on the 
boards; and all the Tigers deserve 
credit for their defensive work. 

“Our girls hung tough. They 
fought back,” Altemose said. 
“Had we not dug ourselves a hole, 
obviously it would have been a 
different story. And a couple shots 
around the rim could have gone for 
us, but that’s basketball.”

Overall, he saw the game 
as a continuation of a big win 
at Missisquoi the previous 
Wednesday that he called the 
team’s best effort of the season.

“I asked the girls tonight to put 
together back-to-back excellent 
performances. I wanted them to 
play hard. I wanted them to believe 
in each other and have fun,” 
Altemose said. “And I know we 
didn’t win this one, but for three 
quarters of this game that was a 
good performance for us.” 

Hoops 
(Continued from Page 1B)

MIDDLEBURY — The 
Middlebury College women’s 
hockey team won three recent 
games to improve to 13-5-2, 8-3-
1 NESCAC, and rise to No. 7 in 
the NCAA Division III rankings. 

On the past Friday, Jenna 
Letterie scored 22 seconds into 
overtime as the Panthers defeated 
Wesleyan, 4-3. 

Cardinal Caroline Mezias 
tallied the lone goal of the fi rst 
period, a backhander to cap a 
two-on-one rush.

Panther Maddie Bayard knotted 
the contest at 7:34 of the second 
frame by taping in a loose puck 
from the doorstep.

The Cardinals regained the 
lead on a power-play at 15:47 
of the second period, on a Jenna 
Stevens one-timer.

Panther defender Sabrina Kim 
leveled the game three minutes 
later on a Middlebury power play. 
Kim gathered a bouncing puck 
between the circles and lifted a 
wrister home.

The Cardinals restored their 
lead on an Aimee Seppenwolde 
slapper from the right point at 
15:15 of the second.

A late power play in the third 
helped Middlebury tie the contest 
at 3-3. Leading scorer Britt 
Nawrocki muscled the puck into 

the net from close range with 
2:42 left in regulation.

Skating three-on-three in 
the extra session, Middlebury 
won the opening faceoff before 
pushing forward on a two-on-one 
break. Kim sent a cross-ice pass 
to Letterie, who one-timed the 
puck home for the win.

Panther goalie Sophia 
Merageas made 25 saves, and 
Cardinal goalie Rei Halloran 
blocked 27 shots.

On Saturday, the Panthers 
completed their weekend sweep 
with a 5-0 victory in which they 
outshot the Cardinals, 47-12.

Letterie paced the Panthers 
with their fi rst two goals, one 
in each of the fi rst two periods. 
Avery McInerny (assist), Jordan 
Hower and Maddie Bayard 
added a goal apiece. Claudia 
Vira recorded three assists, and 
Eva Hendrikson helped set up 
two goals. Sophia Will worked a 
12-save shutout for Middlebury, 
and Halloran made 42 saves for 
Wesleyan, which dropped to 
9-10-1.

On Tuesday, the Panthers 
edged host No. 8 Norwich, 3-2, 
in overtime. Nawrocki netted 
the golden goal with 1:30 left in 
OT, giving her a team-leading 12 
goals and fi ve game-winners. 

 The Cadets (15-6-2) scored 
fi rst at 6:45 of the second period, 
when Amie Headland followed 
her own blocked shot and fi nished 
high. Middlebury made it 1-1 43 
seconds into the third period. Cat 
Appleyard skated into the slot 
and scored in the fi ve hole after 
Letterie won the puck in the left 
corner and fed Appleyard in the 
circle. 

The Cadets regained the lead 
with 8:28 to go on an Ann-
Frederique Guay one-timer. The 
Panthers forced overtime 

with just under two minutes 
remaining in regulation, when 
Raia Schluter’s shot from the 
right faceoff circle went in 
through traffi c

With 2:46 left in the session, 
the Cadets earned the game’s 
only penalty, giving Middlebury 
a four-on-three power play. 
Nawrocki and Letterie skated 
two-on-one into the offensive 
zone, and Nawrocki pinged home 
a shot off the crossbar down for 
the win. 

Will made 22 stops for the 
Panthers, including a big save 
in the fi nal minute of regulation, 
and Leocadia Clark stopped 27 
shots for Norwich. 

By ANDY KIRKALDY
MIDDLEBURY — Before 

the girls’ basketball game at 
Middlebury Union High School 
between the Tigers and visiting 
Enosburg Tuesday, two members 
of each team took turns reading 
a prepared statement condemning 
the racism that students around 
Vermont have faced in a series of 
incidents in recent years. 

More than 50 such incidents 
have been reported to the 
Vermont Principals’ Association, 
and that was before Monday, 
when a member of the Milton 
boys’ basketball team allegedly 
directed a racial slur at a Tiger 
player, causing that game in 
Milton to be suspended in the 
second half. 

The joint statement also 
followed the Tiger girls’ 
basketball team’s refusal to 
travel to Enosburg for a Jan. 12 
game because of racist incidents 
there, according to the team’s 
Instagram post before that event. 
It read, in part, “Over the past 
three years, with three separate 
incidents, Middlebury athletic 
teams have experienced racist 
attacks from Enosburg spectators. 
Enosburg has displayed patterns 

of hate speech toward members 
of our community and other 
communities around the state.”

However, another Instagram 
post from the team last week 
made it clear the MUHS team 
does not hold the Enosburg girls’ 
basketball team responsible 
for the incidents. The more 
recent post acknowledges the 
harm caused by members of the 
Enosburg community, but also 
places it in larger context:

“There have been incidents 
where Enosburg students and 
community members have 
caused hurt to individuals within 
our school. However this is not 
just an issue that Enosburg faces, 
it is prevalent throughout the 
state of Vermont. We are even 
faced with our own challenges in 
Middlebury.”

It continued, “The actions of 
Enosburg community members 
do not refl ect the Enosburg girls’ 
basketball team, and on Tuesday 
when they travel here to compete 
against us, we would like to 
remind you that they deserve the 
utmost respect.”

Before Tuesday’s game, Tiger 
players Kelsey Altemose and Ele 
Sellers and Enosburg’s Kayla 

Gervais and Allison Bowen read 
this statement:

“The Middlebury and Enosburg 
girls’ basketball teams come 
together to stand in solidarity 
against racism. Recent events in 
the state of Vermont have made 
this message especially crucial. 
In the past Middlebury girls’ 
basketball and soccer players 
have experienced racism within 
the Enosburg community. These 
are not isolated incidents. In the 
state of Vermont, along with the 
rest of our country, acts of racism 
are committed constantly. 

“We do not place any blame 
on specifi c communities or 
individuals. But rather we 
recommend the need for everyone 
to be educated further in hopes we 
can reach a point where students 
can feel comfortable and safe 
playing in athletic events and do 
not feel targeted because of their 
race. We ask that you support the 
teams in a positive way while 
they play this game that we love. 
Let’s support all the players, 
coaches, team offi cials and site 
administrators. Let’s have fun, 
and we want you to enjoy the 
game. Thanks for your support.”  

Tigers, Hornets decry racism

PLAYERS FROM THE Enosburg and MUHS girls’ basketball teams before Tuesday’s game in Middlebury 
read a joint statement condemning racism directed at student-athletes. Pictured are, from left, Enosburg’s 
Allison Bowen and Kayla Gervais and Tigers Ele Sellers and Kelsey Altemose.

Independent photo/Steve James

Players from both teams read statement before game

CONNECTICUT — 
Middlebury College men’s 
hockey dropped two NESCAC 
road games this past weekend 
and dropped to 4-16 overall, 3-11 
in NESCAC play. The Panthers 
are clinging to a slim lead for 
the eighth and fi nal NESCAC 
playoff spot with four games 
to go, including this weekend’s 
home-and-home series with 
seventh-place Williams. 

On this past Friday, host 
Wesleyan defeated the Panthers, 
5-2. The Cardinals improved to 
12-5-2, 8-3-2 NESCAC.

Middlebury took the lead after 
43 seconds, when Andrej Hromic 
converted a Michael Fairfax pass 
from behind the net.

The Cardinals equalized at 
3:16, when Owen Sweet scored a 
backhander on a rush. Wesleyan 
took the lead late in the period, 
when DJ Dixon netted Sweet’s 
pass into the slot. Wesleyan 
added two goals in the second 
period, from Ethan Davidson and 
Wiggle Kerbrat.

At 4:30 of the third, the 
Panthers made it 4-2: Paddy 
Mangan ripped home a Jin Lee 
drop pass. Wesleyan added its 
fi nal goal at 11:34 on Mike 
Dunderdale’s shot from the point.

Cardinal goalie Erik Voloshin 
made 20 saves, and the Panthers’ 
Jake Horoho blocked 19 shots. 

On Saturday, host Trinity 
defeated the Panthers, 2-1 in 

overtime. The Bantams improved 
to 14-5-1, 12-2-1 NESCAC. 

The Bantams took the lead 
late in the second period, when 
Paul Selleck netted a rebound. 
Middlebury knotted the contest 
3:10 into the third period, when 
Matt Myers shoveled in the 
rebound of a Nolan Moore shot.

With the teams skating three-
on-three, the Bantams scored 
39 seconds into overtime, when 
Jax Murray skated between the 
circles and ripped a shot high into 
the net.  

Horoho made 23 saves for the 
Panthers, and Bantam goalie 
Devon Bobak made 13. 

MIDDLEBURY — The 
Middlebury College women’s 
basketball team split two 
NESCAC home games and 
stand at 12-10, 4-5 in NESCAC, 
heading into the fi nal two regular-
season games. 

After a non-league game vs. 
Colby-Sawyer set for Wednesday 
after the deadline for this edition, 
the Panthers will host league foe 
Connecticut College, currently in 
last place, on Friday. The race for 
the No. 4 seed and a fi rst-round 
home playoff game the following 
weekend is crowded, but a win on 
Friday would give Middlebury a 
decent chance to host. 

This past Friday vs. visiting 
Wesleyan, the Panthers snapped 

a 27-27 tie midway through the 
third period on the way to a 61-47 
victory. From there, Middlebury 
went on an 11-2 run, capped by a 
three from Reagan McDonald to 
take the lead for good.

Wesleyan fought back to 
within 48-44 at 4:49 of the 
fourth period, but the Panthers 
answered with another 11-2 run 
to clinch the win. In that surge, 
the Panthers got buckets from 
McDonald, Calie Massena and 
Bethany Lucey; two free throws 
apiece from Lucey and Emily 
Downer; and one free throw from 
Augusta Dixon.  

Alexa Mustafaj led the Panthers 
with 28 points, while Dixon (11 
rebounds) scored 10 and Lucey 

and McDonald added nine points 
apiece. Tori DaCosta recorded 
13 points and 11 boards for the 
Cardinals, who fi nished the 
weekend 10-12, 3-5 in NESCAC. 

On Saturday, visiting Trinity 
took the lead late in the fi rst 
quarter and led the rest of the 
way, at one point by 18, in posting 
a 60-47 victory over Middlebury. 
Trinity, ranked No. 11 in NCAA 
Division III, improved to 20-2, 
7-1 in NESCAC play. 

Mustafaj (16 points), 
McDonald (nine points), Lucey 
(eight points) and Dixon (six 
points, nine rebounds) paced the 
Panthers. Reilly Campbell led 
three Bantams in double fi gures 
with 17 points. 

Men’s hockey drops two on road

Women’s hoops splits home games

Women’s hockey takes pair

MUHS FRESHMAN SOLSTICE Binder streaks down the court during Tuesday’s home game vs. 
Enosburg. Binder excelled when asked to fi ll in at the point for the fi rst time. 

Independent photo/Steve James
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VSK ANSAS CIT Y
CHIEFS

PHIL ADELPHIA
EAGLES

SUPER SUNDAY
2023

F O O T B A L L  C O N T E S T

ADDISON COUNTY INDEPENDENT

ENTER TO WIN!
Who will be taking home the trophy in this year’s big 
game? Take a guess and you could win a super prize 
from one of these generous local businesses: Greg’s 

Market & Deli, Vermont Sun Fitness Center, 
Addison Independent.

SUPER SUNDAY
F O O T B A L L  C O N T E S T

Who will win: CHIEFS or EAGLES?
__________________________________________________

Please guess the combined final score
__________________________________________________
Name: ____________________________________________
Email: _____________________________________________
Town: _______________ Phone Number: _________________

q  Yes, please sign me up for the Addy Indy News Digest!

You could win a prize from one of these generous local 
businesses: Vermont Sun, Greg’s Market & Deli, 

Addison Independent
Please circle your first choice of prize.

KANSAS CITY

CHIEFS
PHILADELPHIA

EAGLESVS

WANT MORE CHANCES TO WIN? 
After you mail this form to us at 58 Maple Street, 

Middlebury, VT 05753, you can also enter online at 
addisonindependent.com/contests and by visiting 
the Addison Independent office, Greg’s Market & 
Deli, and Vermont Sun Fitness (Middlebury and 

Vergennes locations).
Winners will be chosen based on guess accuracy. Prizes include a Vermont 
Sun membership + 1 month’s dues, a Greg’s Market & Deli prize package 
($25 gift card + 3 lbs. wings +1 rack of baby back ribs), and a 1-year 
subscription to the Addison Independent. Winners will be contacted once the 
contest is over to discuss prize selection. Entries will be accepted through 
Saturday, February 11th. Winners will be announced in the February 16th 

edition of the Addy Indy.

16 Creek Rd., Middlebury • M-F 7:15-5:30, Sat. 8-3  •  388-6054

We’ve Got You Covered…

Paint • Flooring • Window Treatments
& Everything You Need for any Project

AN IMPENETRABLE DEFENSE
FROM THE LEADERS IN THE FIELD

COUNTRYSIDECARPETANDPAINT.COM

High-Performance & Durable. Protects Your
High-Traffic Routes from Scuffs and Stains

STOCK UP FOR 

260 Court Street,Suite 3
Middlebury, VT

(former location of Olympia Sports)

www.Hare.dog    |    (802) 458-8060www.Hare.dog    |    (802) 458-8060www.Hare.dog    |    (802) 458-8060

Enter the 
Super Sunday Contest
for a chance to win
a membership and
one month dues
to Vermont Sun!

Middlebury 388.6888 Vergennes 
vermontsun.com

Get Off the Bench
and Join In!

WHITE RIVER JUNCTION 
— After a two-year hiatus due to 
COVID-19, the Middlebury Aquatic 
Club was back in action this winter 
after Middlebury College again 
opened its swimming pool for club 
practices the past October. Led by 
long-time coach Mike Delaney, 
swimmers trained for meets and the 
club had a great season with many 
successes. 

The season for most of the 
swimmers wrapped up this past 
weekend when 18 aquatic athletes 
qualifi ed for and competed in the 
Silvers Championship Meet. The 
Feb. 3-5 competition at the Upper 
Valley Aquatic Center in White 
River Junction drew 22 teams from 
all over New England.

Among the top fi nishers among 
Addison County swimmers were 
Brantley Cooke, who won the boys’ 
10-and-U 50-yard backstroke and 
50 freestyle, and Felix Poduschnick, 
who won the boys’ 10U 100 breast, 
50 fl y and 100 back.

MAC relay teams did especially 
well with the quartet of Lydia 
Bearor, Scarlett Giroux, Cooke and 
Poduschnick won the mixed 8U 100 
free relay.

The Middlebury Aquatic Club 
racers at Silvers Meet and their 
places were:

• Lydia Bearor, girls’ 8U, 25 back-
8th, 25 breast-3rd. 

• Henry Cadoret, boys’ 10U, 50 
breast-5th, 100 free-8th.

• Aidan Chance, boys’ 15-18 100 
breast-6th, boys’ 15-18 100 free-7th, 
200 back-6th, 200 breast-9th.

• Sadie Chance, girls’ 11-12 100 
breast-3rd, 100 free-8th, 50 free-5th, 
200 free-7th.

• Selma Citarella, girls’ 11-12 100 

breast- 8th.
• Brantley Cooke, boys’ 10U 50 

breast-6th, 50 back-1st, IM-3rd, 50 
free-1st.

• Rhett Cooke, boys’ 8U 25 free-
9th.

• Mabelle Fidalgo, girls’ 10U 100 
IM-8th, 25 back-2nd.

• Scarlett Giroux, girls’ 10U 100 
IM-2nd, 50 free-5th.

• Abby Hamilton and Natalie 
Rockwell did not fi nish in the top 10. 

• Connor Husk, boys’ 11-12 50 
fl y-3rd, 50 back -10th, 100 IM-7th.

• Lauren Husk, girls’ 11-12 50 
fl y-10th, 50 back-6th, 100 IM -10th, 
50 free-6th.

• Porter Mackey, boys’ 8U 25 
fl y-4th, 100 IM-6th, 50 free-3rd, 25 
breast-10th.

• Connor McNamara, boys’ 15-18 
200 free-9th, 50 free-10th.

• Felix Poduschnick, boys’ 10U 
100 free-2nd, 100 breast-1st, 50 fl y-
1st, 100 back-1st.

• Carlyn Rapoport, girls’ 15-18 
100 breast-3rd.

• Nora Wootten, girls’ 15-18 500 
free-5th, 100 fl y-8th.
RELAYS 

• Mixed 8 and Under 100 free 
relay-1st (L. Bearer, B. Cooke, S. 
Giroux, F. Poduschnick).

• Boys’ 10 and Under 200 free 
relay- 4th (H. Cadoret, B. Cooke, P. 
Mackey, F. Poduschnick).

• Mixed 15-18  200 medley relay- 
4th  (A. Chance, C. McNamara, C. 
Rapport, N. Wootten).

• Girls’ 11-12 200 medley relay- 
3rd (S. Chance, S. Citarella, A. 
Hamilton, L. Husk).

• Mixed 15-18 200 free relay- 4th 
(A. Chance, C. McNamara, N. 
Rockwell, N. Wootten).

By NICK SHOOK
Around The NFL 

Super Bowl LVII features a 
matchup that will be historic for 
a number of reasons, including 
it being the fi rst Super Bowl 
to feature two Black starting 
quarterbacks.

The signifi cance certainly is 
not lost on Patrick Mahomes and 
Jalen Hurts.

“To have two Black quarterbacks 
start in the Super Bowl, I think it’s 
special,” Mahomes told reporters 
on Thursday. “I’ve learned more 
and more about the history of the 
Black quarterback since I’ve been 
in this league. The guys that came 
before me and Jalen set the stage 
for this and now I’m just glad we 
can set the stage for kids that are 
coming up now. It’ll be a great 
game against two great teams and 
against another great quarterback. 
I’m excited to go out there and do 
what we can against a great team.”

Super Bowl LVII will be 
Mahomes’ third appearance in a 
Super Bowl, in which he’ll carry a 
1-1 record into Sunday’s contest. 
Hurts, meanwhile, is becoming 
just the eighth Black quarterback 
to start in the game. He’ll also 
be the Eagles’ second Black 
quarterback to start in a Super 
Bowl, joining former Eagles star 
Donovan McNabb (Super Bowl 
XXXIX).

“I think it’s history,” Hurts 
said. “I think it’s something that’s 
worthy of being noted and it is 
history. It’s come a long way. I 
think it’s only been seven African-
American quarterbacks to play in 
the Super Bowl, so to be the fi rst 
for something is pretty cool. I 
know it will be a good one.”

Doug Williams was the fi rst to 
break through the barrier, leading 
Washington to a victory (and a 
Super Bowl MVP honor) in 1988 

in Super Bowl XXII. It took 
26 years before the next Black 
quarterback, Russell Wilson, 
emerged from a Super Bowl 
victorious.

Williams was 
elated when 
the Chiefs 
took down 
the Bengals 
in the AFC 
Championship 
Game, securing 
the NFL’s 
fi rst matchup 
between Black 
quarterbacks.

“We have 
come such 
a long way,” Williams told 
Andscape. “It has been so hard, so 
many barriers, but we did it.”

Williams is equipped with 
the lifelong experiences to fully 
appreciate the gravity of the 
moment. Mahomes, meanwhile, 
grew up watching the NFL as it 
transitioned from a league that 
only had a few Black quarterbacks 

to one that now features a 
collection of Black signal-callers 
as the leading faces of its future.

Having earned a signifi cant 
p l a t f o r m 
as an elite 
q u a r t e r b a c k 
playing in 
A m e r i c a ’ s 
most popular 
l e a g u e , 
M a h o m e s 
u n d e r s t a n d s 
the role he, 
Hurts and 
others occupy 
as the next 
g e n e r a t i o n 
watches them 

take the fi eld each season.
“I think you’ve seen over time,” 

Mahomes said, “whenever a guy 

like Doug Williams or Michael 
Vick or Donovan McNabb go out 
and play great football, it gives 
other guys like me and Jalen to 
have this platform and have this 
spot on another NFL team. If we 
can continue to show that we can 
consistently be great, I think it 
will continue to open doors for 
other kids growing up to follow 
their dreams and be a quarterback 
of an NFL team. It’s good we have 
guys like Jalen on the other team 
because he’s a great person and 
obviously a great quarterback.”

For the fi rst time, a Black 
quarterback is guaranteed to win 
a Lombardi Trophy. A few days 
from now, Mahomes and Hurts 
will vie for the coveted spot atop 
the NFL.

T HIS W AS T HE l a s t  s e a s o n  o n  t h e  M i d d l e b u r y  Aq u a t i c  Cl u b  f o r  f o u r  h i g h  s c h o o l  s e n i o r s  w h o  w i l l  d e p a r t  f o r  c o l l e g e  n e x t  y e a r ,  a n d  a l l  f o u r  
h a v e  g o a l s  t o  s w i m  c o m p e t i t i v e l y  i n  c o l l e g e .  Sh o w n  a t  t h e  Si l v e r s  Ch a m p i o n s h i p  M e e t  l a s t  w e e k e n d  a r e ,  f r o m  l e f t ,  Ai d a n  Ch a n c e ,  Ca r l y n  
R a p o p o r t ,  N a t a l i e  R o c k w e l l ,  N o r a  W o o t t e n ,  Co n n o r  M c N a m a r a  ( a  h i g h  s c h o o l  j u n i o r )  a n d  M AC Co a c h  M i k e  D e l a n e y .

P h o t o  c o u r t e s y  o f  D e n a  Gr e e n m a n

Sw i m  t e a m  w r a p s  u p

A first: Pair of black QBs in Super Bowl

“We have come 
such a long way, 
It has been so 
hard, so many 
barriers, but we 
did it.” 

– Doug Williams

Super Sunday Party 
Headquarters

Greg’s Market is Your

• 2 Racks of Ribs
• 2 Dozen Beef & Cheese 

Sliders
• 2 Pounds Chicken Wings 

• 1 Lb Homemade Coleslaw 
• 1 Lb Homemade Veggie 

Macaroni Salad
 • 2 Family Size bags of Chips 

• 2 Cabot Dips
•2 2-Liter Bottles of A&W Root 

Beer

Place your order now 
for Super Sunday!

(802) 989-7651
3 Elm St., Middlebury

(802) 989-7651(802) 989-7651(802) 989-7651(802) 989-7651(802) 989-7651(802) 989-7651(802) 989-7651(802) 989-7651(802) 989-7651(802) 989-7651(802) 989-7651

All for only 
$99

Get your 
Super 

Sunday 
Party Pack
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Helping Young Families Get The Right Start

• Community Playgroups
• Parent Education Classes
• Home Visits
• Pregnancy Prevention Programs
• Parent Training & Child Center
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Hump day

A back-country challenge around 

an iconic Vt. mountain is a vital 

fundraiser. See Arts + Leisure.

By the wayBy the way

To the wire

Another local hoops game was 

decided in the final seconds, this 

one in Vergennes. See Page 1B.

Get healthy

Changes in light can make winter 

SAD. Read about ways to perk up 

in the special section inside A+L.

Health &
    Well-Being

A special publication of The Addison Independent | January 19, 2023

Inside:
 The Winter Blues

 New Pump Track

 Be careful shoveling

 

REGULAR PEOPLE WORK up a sweat in the weight room 

at Vermont Sun in Middlebury last week. Above, 91-year-old 

Al Molnar works out six days a week. Right, Bekkah Simmons 

keeps an eye on the machine as she pulls up weights.  
Independent photos/Steve James

Middlebury to 

diversify work 

to limit CO2 

emissions

Train brings 
steps toward
big grants to
plan housing

ACSD school board to see 

major turnover this year

Bixby LEGO robotic program 

teaches coding, teamwork, more 
Citing racism, Tiger 

girls say no to game

Legislative breakfasts will go on

Enosburg’s issues prompt action

Five members could change as major challenges loom

(See CO2 reduction, Page 8A)

(See Racism, Page 11A)

(See Breakfasts, Page 8A)

(See ACSD Board, Page 10A)

(See Robotics, Page 14A)

(See Grant, Page 11A)

By ANDY KIRKALDY

VERGENNES — Miniature turning windmills, a 

mobile front-loading truck and other LEGO creations 

— along with the local middle- and elementary-

school students who built them and the mentors who 

helped the builders — took center stage in the 

Bixby Library’s Community Room this past 

Saturday. 
The occasion was the Community Demo Day 

for the Bixby Lego Robotics Program. That 

program brought two teams, one of nine older 

students and one of five younger pupils, together 

every Wednesday at the Vergennes library since this 

past fall to design and build robotic projects, including 

writing the necessary software code, with the help 

of a half-dozen mentors. 

Saturday’s hour-long event, which was 

well attended by team members’ friends 

and family members, also doubled as a test 

run for the older Challenge Team’s project. 

That team’s project consists of a truck 

that moves two loads across a colorful surface 

(about the size of a sheet of plywood) to separate 

destinations and then triggers a windmill’s blades to 

start churning. Challenge Team will enter it into a Jan. 

28 Statewide LEGO First Competition at Norwich 

University. 
The theme of the contest is “Renewable Energy.” 

Thus the members of both the Challenge Team and 

younger Explorer Team also went to Monument 

Farms Dairy in Weybridge to learn about its 

manure-fueled bio-digester that provides 

some power to the business, and they 

also interviewed Green Mountain 

Power (GMP) officials 

about renewable power. 

The Challenge Team 

also shared what they 

learned in a skit that 

will be part of their 

contest presentation. 

Team members posed 

as TV journalists interviewing 

LEGO BIXBY ROBOTICS Explorer Team members Isaac Bouffard (left), Kayson Lavella and 

Porter Johnstone demonstrate their renewable energy project Saturday in the Vergennes library’s 

Community Room.

Independent photos/Andy Kirkaldy

More signs of a return to 

normalcy: Bristol’s Pocock 

Rocks Music Festival & Street 

Fair will return this summer 

after a long COVID hiatus, 

and the town is looking to 

resurrect its seasonal farmers 

market. Pocock Rocks has 

traditionally featured live 

musical performances from 

multiple well-known and loved 

regional bands, and hosted 

over 30 vendors, including 

microbrews, wine, hard 

ciders, spirits, specialty foods, 

gifts, and crafts. The festival 

By ANDY KIRKALDY

MIDDLEBURY — The 

members of the Middlebury 

Union High School girls’ 

basketball team chose not to 

travel to Enosburg Falls High 

School for a game this past 

Thursday citing a history of 

racist harassment of Tiger 

athletes at the Franklin County 

school. 
The team last week posted 

a statement on Instagram that 

cited three separate incidents 

over the past three years when 

MUHS athletic teams have 

experienced racist attacks from 

Enosburg spectators. They 

said Enosburg had used hate 

speech toward members of their 

community and other groups.

The Tiger team members felt 

that Enosburg officials had not 

addressed the problem to the 

degree required.

“Discrimination of any form 

can no longer be allowed and 

these incidents must not be 

ignored or swept under the 

rug,” they wrote. “We feel that 

the blame should not be placed 

solely on the individuals who 

made the racist comment, but 

rather this is a systemic issue 

that must be addressed more 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEEBURY — Three 

Addison County municipalities 

are well-positioned to receive 

a $100,000 grant to plan future 

housing, bike paths and other 

facilities that could dovetail with 

the new passenger rail service in 

their communities.

The Chittenden County Regional 

Planning Commission will act 

as a conduit for a $2.1 million in 

federal grant money that will fund 

“Transit-Oriented Development 

(TOD)” in northwest Vermont. 

Communities are eligible for one 

of up to 12 available $100,000 

slices of that funding. 

The northwest region 

encompasses Addison, Chittenden, 

Rutland, Franklin and Washington 

counties. The Addison County 

Regional Planning Commission 

(ACRPC) is encouraging eligible 

local communities to apply.

The $100,000 grants will support 

municipal efforts to create transit-

oriented development master plans 

for their downtowns and village 

centers, and to draft bylaws to 

implement those master plans.

Adam Lougee, executive 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — The 

town of Middlebury has made 

good progress reducing the 

carbon footprint of its municipal 

operations, but the community 

will need a major shift in strategy 

if it’s to reach its goal of cutting 

CO2 emissions by 80% (compared 

to what it generated during fiscal 

year 2019) by the year 2030.

Members of the Middlebury 

Energy Committee stressed that 

point during a recent selectboard 

meeting, at which they provided an 

update on the community’s “80% 

by 2030” goal — an objective that 

By JOHN FLOWERS

ADDISON COUNTY — 

Addison County’s long tradition 

of holding legislative breakfasts 

linking elected politicians with 

their constituents while the 

General Assembly is in session 

will continue — with a few tweaks.

The Independent reported on 

Jan. 12 that the legislative breakfast 

series, after a more than 50-year 

run, was on life support after it 

went on hiatus in early 2020 due to 

the COVID-19 pandemic.

The most recent sponsors of the 

event — the Addison County Farm 

Bureau and the Bridport Grange 

— at the time reported no firm 

plans to bring back the Monday 

morning gatherings held during the 

Legislative session.

But Farm Bureau and Grange 

officials met late last week and 

decided to resurrect the breakfasts, 

albeit on an every-other-week 

schedule, instead of weekly.

Tim Buskey, a leader of the Farm 

Bureau, said the 2023 legislative 

breakfast series will kick off on 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — The Addison 

Central School District board will 

swap out at least three — and as 

many as five — of its 13 members 

this winter. 
The transition will occur as the 

panel takes on several weighty 

challenges — searching for a new 

superintendent, crafting a new 

strategic plan to ensure all students 

have equal access to quality 

education and planning a multi-

million-dollar bond to bring all 

nine ACSD school buildings up to 

code.
The transition will begin 

during the coming weeks as the 

Cornwall selectboard helps pick 

a replacement for that town’s 

lone ACSD board member, Peter 

Conlon. As previously reported by 

the Independent, Conlon resigned 

from the panel on Jan. 9 to chair 

the Vermont House Education 

Committee. Conlon, a Democrat, 

Starting the day off right

METEOROLOGISTS TELL US that a high-pressure mass traps dust in the air, which scatters blue light and leaves red highlights in 

the sky. No one in Addison County who saw this spectacular sunrise on Dec. 29, shown here over Middlebury, would have to know the 

science to appreciate the breathtaking beauty.

Independent photo/Sadie Messenger
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Art for HabitatAlbright’s portraits focus on home 
and people, perfect for the cause 
she supports. See Arts + Leisure.

By the way
By the way

Fast track
After a snowfall, the Tiger Nordic 
ski teams have a good day on their 
home course. See Sports, Page 1B.

Our thanksCounty firefighters gather in-
person to recognize those who 
protect us. See Page 12A.

ANWSD budget rises; 
hammer falls on taxesPassenger rail gathers momentum Middlebury voters to field 

$3.5M water tank bond

Pocock and farmers market arereturning to Bristol

MUHS principal abruptly leaves; interim steps in

Cornwall woman appointed to the ACSD board

Board adds funds for projects to budget plan

Ethan Allen expansion draws 1,000s (See ANWSD, Page 15A)

(See Water tank, Page 13A)

(See Passengers, Page 17A)

(See MAUSD, Page 13A)

(See Bristol, Page 13A)

(See ACSD board, Page 15A)

(See Campbell, Page 3A)

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — The Addison 
Central School District Board on 
Tuesday picked Ellen Whelan-
Wuest to temporarily fill a Cornwall 
spot on the panel recently vacated 
by incumbent Peter Conlon.

Whelan-Wuest will serve until 
the March 7 Town Meeting Day 
elections, which will offer her and 
other Cornwall residents a chance 
to run for the final year on Conlon’s 
three-year term.

By MARIN HOWELL BRISTOL — Folks in the 
5-town area in and around Bristol 
have a lot to look forward to, as 
two well-loved community events 
are slated to return this summer. 
The Bristol CORE organization is 
preparing to bring back the town’s 
Pocock Rocks music festival and 
street fair, as well as reestablish the 
Bristol Farmers Market. Bristol CORE is a nonprofit 

organization committed to 
maintaining the economic vitality 
of downtown Bristol. The group 

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — The recently 
expanded Ethan Allen Express 
passenger rail service is exceeding 
state officials’ expectations, while 
providing a boost for Addison 
County travelers, innkeepers, 
students and merchants.

It was on July 29 of last year 
that Amtrak added Burlington, 
Middlebury and Vergennes/
Ferrisburgh stops to what had 
until then been a Rutland-to-New 
York City Ethan Allen Express 
passenger rail service, also known 
as EAX. Service expansion was 

warmly greeted by Addison 
County residents, merchants, 
lodging establishments and the 
Middlebury College community.

That warm greeting has morphed 
into avid ridership, according to 
Vermont Agency of Transportation 
(VTrans) officials.Toni Clithero, VTrans Amtrak 

Grants Program manager, told the 

Independent that EAX ridership 
at Burlington’s Union Station is 
averaging approximately 2,132 
riders per month or 71 passengers 
per day, with the monthly averages 
being 477 for the Middlebury 
station and 309 for the Ferrisburgh-
Vergennes station.Clithero noted VTrans and 

RIDERS BOARD THE expanded Ethan Allen Express passenger rail service at the Middlebury station this past Friday. Ridership has 

exceeded Amtrak and Vermont Agency of Transportation expectations with nearly 4,000 additional riders on the train in November.Independent photo/Steve James

By ANDY KIRKALDYVERGENNES — The Addison 
Northwest School District 
(ANWSD) budget that voters will 
consider on Town Meeting Day 
calls for a 13.4% spending increase 
but property tax rate increases are 
expected to be a fraction of that.

Nevertheless, residents of the 
five ANWSD municipalities 

shouldn’t look for a tax break.
The ANWSD board last week 

endorsed a budget that would set 
spending for the 2023-2024 school 
year at about $25.3 million, which 
is an increase of about $3 million. 

The proposed spending preserves 
all existing programs and adds a 
couple jobs, including a middle 

By MARIN HOWELL BRISTOL — The Mount 
Abraham Unified School District 
board has an adopted a budget 
for fiscal year 2024 to put before 
voters that, despite a 15.52% 
increase in the cost per equalized 
pupil, is expected to translate into 
a decrease in the education tax 
rate for the roughly two-thirds 

of district residents who pay for 
schools based on their income. 

The plan, adopted by the board 
at its Tuesday meeting, is based 
on an estimated $33,868,900 in 
total spending for FY24. With an 
anticipated $5,778,530 coming into 
the district from outside revenue, 
education spending for FY24 is 

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 
voters on Town Meeting Day 
will be asked to support a $3.5 
million bond to build a new water 
storage tank on Chipman Hill to 
supplement the current, 1.5 million-
gallon receptacle in that same 
area that delivers municipal water 
to 6,000 year-round consumers 

— including 2,500 Middlebury 
College students and 2,300 service 
connections providing flow to a 
variety of residential, commercial 
and industrial users.Emmalee Cherington, the town’s 

director of public works operations, 
pointed to a 2017 “sanitary survey” 
conducted by the state of Vermont By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Middlebury Union High 

School Principal Justin Campbell resigned Monday, 

effective immediately.After being on the job two and a half years, 

Campbell has built positive relationships with 

students, teachers and parents, according to his 

colleagues.MUHS drivers ed teacher George Rooney 
compared the mood of a 
teachers’ meeting following 
the Campbell announcement 
to a funeral service.“I always enjoyed working 

with him,” said Rooney, who 
is a representative of the 
Addison Central Education 
Association teachers’ union. 
“It felt like I was working 
with him, not for him.”Campbell himself was 

somewhat vague on his 
reasons for leaving. He 
announced his decision 
through a two short 

paragraphs in an email to the school community that 

arrived at 3:50 p.m. on Monday:
“After much contemplation, many conversations 

with family and some deep introspection, I have 

decided to resign my position as MUHS principal. I 

have enjoyed my time as an educator but I’m ready 

for a different challenge that helps me to better 

balance all aspects of my life.
“It has been a deep honor to be part of the MUHS 

community and I will cherish the memories I’ve 

made. I will work with (Addison Central School 

District Superintendent Peter) Burrows and the 

MUHS team to assure a smooth transition,” he 

added. “Thank you for all the kindness and support 

the community has shown my family and me 

throughout our time here.”The Independent could not reach Campbell 

directly.

JUSTIN CAMPBELL

Homeless among us
CARING CITIZENS GATHERED and held signs on the greens in Addison County 

on Thursday, Jan. 19, to draw attention to the plight of those who don’t have 

a house to live in. This gentleman on the City Green in Vergennes displayed a 

message that all should take to heart. See more photos on Page 14A.Photo by Jason Duquette-Hoffman

MAUSD spending up, but tax rate is falling

Kudos to Middlebury’s 
Haymaker Bun Co., which has 
been picked as one of 20 semi-
finalists for a prestigious 2023 
James Beard Foundation award 
in the category of “Outstanding 
Bakery.” It is the only Vermont 
bakery recognized. The winners 
will be announced on June 5 at 
a ceremony at the Lyric Opera 
of Chicago. The James Beard 
Foundation’s Restaurant and 
Chef Awards are one of five 
separate recognition programs of 
the awards. The 2023 Restaurant 
and Chef semifinalists are 
recognized across 23 categories, 
including the new award for 
Outstanding Bakery. The 
James Beard Foundation is a 
nonprofit organization with a 
mission “to celebrate, support 
and elevate the people behind 
America’s food culture and 
champion a standard of good 
food anchored in talent, equity, 
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In the shadow
Local theater students wrote and 

will perform a gothic-style play 

next week. See Arts+Leisure.

By the wayBy the way

Netting two
The Tiger girls’ hockey team 

posted a pair of convincing wins 

to move over .500. See Page 1B.

Bird buddy
A conservation biologist will talk 

about birds at a Green Mountain 

Club meeting. See Page 6B.

Paid family leave seen as draw for workers

Middlebury placed on 

fast track for housing

Kid program fees made flexible

Lincoln couple share stories of  African photo safari

Hannaford Career Center 

hires a new superintendent

Town Meeting Day 

election slate firms up Rep. Scheu: Latest bill has a good chance

Encourage others to make the big trip 

Town earns special state designation

Payment model promotes accessibility to local camps 

See candidates on March 7 ballots

• New faces on Addison Central School District Board ...... Page 2A

• Look for a new Vergennes mayor and council member .... Page 2A

• Spots remain open on Mount Abe school board ................ Page 2A

• Middlebury will need to appoint a town clerk ................... Page 7A

• Ferrisburgh selectboard chair to step aside ........................ Page 7A

• Newcomer running for Brandon selectboard .................. Page 12A

Farming group eyes collaboration

(See Africa, Page 16A)

(See Bristol programs, Page 15A)

(See Farmers, Page 11A)

(See Career Center, Page 15A)

(See Housing, Page 10A)

(See Paid family leave, Page 13A)

By MARIN HOWELL 

LINCOLN — On a snowy, 

below-freezing evening in Lincoln 

last week, Dale and Lucinda 

Cockrell shared with listeners 

at the Lincoln Library stories of 

their recent adventures in a much 

warmer climate. 
The Lincoln residents last fall 

took a 34-day, self-guided 

safari trip through 

South Africa’s Kruger 

National Park. The pair 

took photos of the many 

plants and 
animals they 
encountered 
on their 
journey, which they 

shared at the Jan. 26 

event —along with 

tips for how other 

adventurers could plan a similar 

excursion. 
“Part of the agenda tonight is 

to convince all of you that this 

is a trip you must take, because 

it’s life-changing,” Dale told the 

crowd of around 30.

The Cockrells’ journey began 

in October, with a 15-hour flight 

to Johannesburg. Once in South 

Africa, the couple picked up their 

rental car and drove six hours 

north to Kruger National Park. 

One of Africa’s largest game 

reserves, the park covers 8,000 

square miles, similar in size to the 

state of Vermont. 
Dale and Lucinda began their 

safari at the northern section 

of the park, traversing more 

than 200 miles south to the 

opposite end of the park 

over the course of their 

month-long expedition. 
K r u g e r 
N a t i o n a l 
P a r k 

is home to 

hundreds of 

species of plants 

and animals, many of which the 

couple encountered throughout 

their trip. 
“You don’t go 10 or 15 minutes 

without seeing something, I mean 

EUROPEAN 
BEE-EATER

By MARIN HOWELL 

BRISTOL — In an effort to make youth 

programming more accessible to families in the 

5-town area, the Bristol Recreation Department will 

be implementing a new, “pay what you can” payment 

system for half of its youth camps this summer. The 

payment option will allow families to set the camp 

tuition rate for themselves based on what they’re able 

to afford. 
Taylor Welch, director of the Bristol Hub Teen 

Center, said the recreation department was inspired 

by other local organizations that have adopted a 

similar payment option, such as the Lake Champlain 

Maritime Museum in Ferrisburgh. The museum offers 

a pay what you can option for all of its youth camps 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MONTPELIER — It’s a new 

biennium, but a return to a familiar 

battle for Rep. Robin Scheu.

For six years, the Middlebury 

Democrat has championed 

Vermont’s adoption of a paid family 

leave program to assist people 

needing to take care an infant 

or sick family member, or those 

fleeing domestic violence.

While recent paid-leave 

initiatives have failed to cross the 

finish line, Scheu has high hopes for 

this year’s bill H.66, which would 

create a statewide Paid Family and 

Medical Leave Insurance (PFMLI) 

program.
If passed, the PFMLI program 

would guarantee 12 weeks of paid 

time off to all Vermont workers in 

the event of the birth or adoption of 

a child in their household, illness, 

and/or for those dealing with 

domestic violence or who have a 

family member in the military who’s 

been confirmed for active duty.

Self-employed Vermonters could 

opt-in to the program.

“We’re really trying to cover all 

workers and we’re also focused on 

adequate wage replacement,” Scheu 

said during a recent interview with 

the Independent.
The primary funding mechanism 

for the PFMLI program would be 

a payroll tax equivalent to 0.58% 

of each employee’s covered wages 

— an obligation split between 

the employee and employer. 

The average weekly wage for 

Vermonters during fiscal year 2022 

was $1,135, according to Scheu. 

So the 0.58% PFMLI payroll tax 

would come out to $6.58 per week 

— or $342.32 annually, split evenly 

between the worker and employer. 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — The 

Patricia Hannaford Career Center 

has hired a new superintendent: 

Nicole MacTavish, a longtime 

educator currently working in the 

Marshall Islands. School officials 

and MacTavish worked out final 

terms of a contract on Tuesday.

Assuming she passes muster 

with the Vermont Agency of 

Education, MacTavish will begin 

her new role this summer. She’ll 

succeed interim Superintendent 

Tim Williams, who was hired last 

August after a previous effort to 

replace former Superintendent 

Porter Medical Center needs 

volunteer doulas, who provide 

guidance and support to pregnant 

women during labor. If you have 

experience being a doula and are 

interested in volunteering in the 

Porter Birthing Center, please 

complete a volunteer application 

at portermedical.org or send 

an email to: PMC-Volunteers@

portermedical.org. Note: All 

doula volunteers will be required 

to complete a 24-hour training 

program that will begin in March.

If you’ve been to the Lincoln 

Library lately, you might have noticed 

that a skating rink has been built, 

lined, flooded and iced over (thanks 

to the Lincoln Fire Department and 

Lincoln Sports). Now it’s time to 

celebrate the community ice rink, 

so here’s an invite for local kids, 

adults and everyone in between: 

By MARIN HOWELL 

MIDDLEBURY — Faced 

with managing changes in best 

practices, business competition 

and climate change — not to 

mention the daily challenges 

of raising crops and animals 

— growers and ranchers who 

gathered at the Champlain Valley 

Farmers Coalition annual meeting 

in Middlebury on Tuesday stressed 

that they need to work together.

“I don’t believe you can solve big 

problems without collaboration,” 

said Vijay Nazareth, executive 

director of the coalition. “All of us 

are good at something, but if you 

want to bring about big change, 

you have to work together. So, 

By JOHN FLOWERS

M I D D L E B U R Y 

— Middlebury has 

earned a Neighborhood 

Development Area, or 

NDA, designation from 

the state for a large 

swath of property in its 

core village area. This 

should be a catalyst 

for construction of 

more local affordable 

housing, while giving the 

community priority consideration 

for state grants.
Confirmation of Middlebury’s 

NDA designation came late 

last week through the 

Vermont Department of 

Housing & Community 

Development, and it 

was enthusiastically 

greeted by town officials 

and representatives of 

Summit Properties, 

which is proposing a 

mixed housing project 

of more than 140 

units off Seymour 

Street Extension. Among other 

advantages, Middlebury’s new 

status as one of only 10 NDA-

approved communities in the 

“Without an 

NDA at all, 

affordable 
housing 
projects 
don’t have a 

chance.”
— Jennifer 

Murray

Waterlogged
VICTORIOUS MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE Log Rolling Club member Audrey Welsh keeps her balance on a colorful timber floating in the 

shallow end of the college Natatorium pool Sunday afternoon as a competitor from the University of Vermont gets dunked. See more 

photos from the event on Page 14A.

Independent photo/Steve James

DALE AND LUCINDA Cockrell used a very long camera lens to document this leopard pacing around 

South Africa’s Kruger National Park during their month-long visit last October. The Cockrells shared 

photos and stories from their adventure during a recent presentation at the Lincoln Library.
Photos by Dale Cockrell
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“The paper does a great job – thank you for 
your work. We are the beneficiaries.”

Here’s what one reader has to say about us!

A subscriber from Middlebury writes:

LIVE! with Katie Runde in 
Middlebury. Friday, Feb. 10., 5:30-7 

p.m., Edgewater Gallery on the Green, 
6 Merchants Row. View Katie Runde’s portraits, 
hear her discuss the body of work and enjoy live 
music featuring Runde herself.

Green Mountain Club cross-
country ski and explore in Ripton. 

Saturday, Feb. 11, Ripton Trails. Meet at 
9:30 a.m. in Ripton and take the bus (free) from 

Ripton Center 4.7 miles, then ski back. If no snow 
or bad snow, we will use snowshoes or grippers. 
and bring a mask for bus ride. Contact Deb Lewis 
at dlewis@bredeson.com for information or to 
register. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

Monthly wildlife walk in Middlebury. Saturday, 
Feb. 11, 8 a.m., Otter View Park, corner of 
Weybridge St. and Pulp Mill Bridge Rd. Join 
Otter Creek Audubon and the Middlebury 
Area Land Trust and help them survey birds 
and other wildlife at Otter View Park and 
the Hurd Grassland. Birders of all ages and 
abilities welcome. Please take common sense 
COVID-19 precautions. Stay home if you are 
feeling ill. Wear a mask if you are unvaccinated. 
For more information call (802) 388-6019.

Family Valentine workshop in Middlebury. 
Saturday, Feb. 11,10 a.m.-noon, Middlebury 
Studio School, 63 Maple St. Create a variety of 
cards with an array of art supplies while gaining 
inspiration from tutorials by studio instructors.  
Materials provided. Drop in any time between 
10 a.m. and noon. No registration required.

Bingo in Vergennes. Saturday, Feb. 11, 5 p.m., 
St. Peter’s Parish Hall, 85 South Maple St. 
Doors open at 5 p.m., Bingo starts at 6 p.m. 
A family friendly event. All cash prizes, 50/50 
raffle. Refreshments sold. Sponsored by St. 
Peter’s Cemetery Committee to benefit the on-
going efforts for cemetery improvements.

Breakfast buffet in Vergennes. 
Sunday, Feb. 12, 8-10 a.m. St. 

Peter’s Parish Hall, 85 Maple St. The 
Vergennes Council Knights of Columbus will 

serve omelets to order, scrambled eggs, French 
toast, bacon, sausage, fruit, plain and blueberry 
pancakes, maple syrup, sausage gravy on 
biscuits, corn bread, home fries, mini muffins, 
juice, milk and coffee. $10 adults/$6 children 
ages 8 to 12/$32 immediate family maximum.

Pancake breakfast in Goshen. Sunday, Feb. 12, 
9 a.m., Blueberry Hill Outdoor Center, Goshen 
Rd. Fuel up to play outdoors. Your donation for 
yummy pancakes, Vermont sausage, Vermont 
apples, and of course Goshen Vermont maple 
syrup, coffee/tea will support the work at the 
BHOC. Suggested donation, $15-$20, more 
or less depending on how much you eat and 
how much you can offer. Enjoy the day skiing 
or snowshoeing. Anything helps. All proceeds 
go to keeping the space warm, the trails and 
parking clear, the maps updated, and the soup 
hot. No reservations are required. More info on 
facebook at fb.me/e/5FERDE7Cy.

Legislative breakfast in Vergennes. 
Monday, Feb. 13, 7-8:45 a.m., St. 

Peter’s Parish Hall, 85 S. Maple Street. 
Begin your week with a meal and a chat with 
local legislators. All are welcome. Come and 
ask a question about legislation. Breakfast 
starts a 7 a.m. and program at 7:30 a.m. 
Purchase of breakfast not required to attend 
but helps. Sponsored by Bridport Grange, 
and four Addison County organizations: 
Farm Bureau, Economic Development Corp., 
Regional Planning Commission and Chamber 
of Commerce.

“Newsies Jr. the Musical” in 
Lincoln. Wednesday, Feb. 15, 12:30 

and 7 p.m., Burnham Hall, 52 E. River 
Rd. Red Cedar School 5th-8th grade students 
will be performing this lively musical. Everyone 
is welcome.

Great Decisions lecture: “Economic Warfare” 
in Middlebury. Wednesday, Feb. 15, 2:30 p.m., 
EastView at Middlebury or Zoom. Prof. Will 
Pyle will discuss economic warfare. Zoom only 
for the general public. In-person for EastView 
residents only. For more information or to 
obtain the Zoom link, please call the EastView 
Concierge at (802) 989-7500.

Green Mountain Club: Bread Loaf Section 
Annual Meeting in Middlebury. Wed. Feb. 
15, 6:30 p.m., Champlain Valley Unitarian 
Universalist Society, 2 Duane Ct. Help us 
celebrate another year of maintaining the 
Long Trail and leading outdoor activities. Brief 
business meeting at 6:45 p.m.; at 7:30 p.m. 
guest speaker Jason Hill from the Vermont 
Center for Ecostudies will present a 45-minute 
talk and slideshow on “Mountain Birdwatch,” a 
citizen science program in New England and 
Quebec. Free and open to the public. More at 
www.gmcbreadloaf.org.

Virtual Archaeology Conference. 
Thursday, Feb. 16, 1-4 p.m., Zoom. 

Lake Champlain Maritime Museum 
hosts this free conference in which the 
museum’s archaeology team and research 
partners share new developments and latest 
discoveries in their work in Lake Champlain. 
Four presentations with brief time for comments 
and questions followed by a live Q&A. Register 
in advance at lcmm.org. More info at info@
lcmm.org or by phone at 802-475-2022.

Sas Carey book launch in 
Middlebury. Friday, Feb. 17, 7 

p.m., Champlain Valley Unitarian 
Universalist Society, 2 Duane Ct. Carey 

will launch her book “Marrying Mongolia: A 
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MIDDLEBURY — Funding is 
now available for organizations and 
projects across the state of Vermont 
through the Spark Connecting 
Community competitive grant 
program at the Vermont Community 
Foundation. 

Spark supports projects that 
nurture community and build social 
capital — the connective tissue of 
our communities. Spark prioritizes 
community resilience and strength, 
increased civic engagement, and 
collaboration among organizations. 

The program will accept applications 
from hyperlocal, place-based 
projects (applications from a single 
community or a few towns working 
in partnership in the same region) 
or statewide/regional projects that 
support a community of individuals 
with a shared identity or interest.

Spark awards grants of $500-
$5,000. First-time grant writers are 
encouraged to apply. Applications 
will be accepted through 5 p.m. on 
Tuesday, March 7. Visit vermontcf.
org/spark to learn more and apply.

Spark grant deadline set March 7

Memoir.” Find out what led Carey to end up in 
Mongolia’s Taiga with Dukha reindeer herders. 
Signed and personalized copies of the book will 
be available.

Green Mountain Club hike or 
snowshoe in Shelburne. Saturday, 

Feb. 18, Shelburne Farms. Walk or 
snowshoe the Farm Trail from the Welcome 

Center. Moderately difficult 4-5 miles. Bring a 
snack or lunch, water, and dress to the weather 
in thermal layers (avoid cotton). Ankle gaiters 
and hiking poles are recommended. Be prepared 
for ice and snow. Contact Ruth Penfield at (802)-
458-1116 or ruthpenfield@gmail.com for details 
including start time. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

1774 His Majesty’s Garrison of Ticonderoga 
reenactment in Ticonderoga, N.Y. Saturday, 
Feb. 18, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Fort Ticonderoga. See 
Fort Ticonderoga on the eve of the American 
Revolution as British soldiers and their families 
live in this peacetime fort on the frontier. Get a 
hands-on perspective on what was it like to be 
a British soldier, soldier’s wife, or child here. 
Discover how soldiers and their families made a 
comfortable life here at this historic military post.

Intro to 3-D Printing in Orwell. Saturday, Feb. 18, 
10 a.m., Orwell Free Library, 473 Main St. With 
a 3-D printer you can print gadgets, tools and 
useful objects. Come learn about 3-D printing 
history, where to find objects to print and how to 
use the 3-D printer. This presentation is by local 
tech teacher and wizard Rod Batschelet. More 
info at orwellfreelibrary.org or 802-948-2041. 

Transitioning to the next phase presentation 
in Shoreham. Saturday, Feb. 18, 2-4 p.m., 
Fellowship Hall, Shoreham Congregational 
Church, School St. What comes to mind when 
you hear the words “death” and “dying?” Becki 
Lund of La Dimora, a certified end of life doula, 
grief facilitator and Reiki master teacher, will lead 
a discussion about what the term “a good death” 
looks like for us all. All are welcome. Free.

King Pede card party in Ferrisburgh. Saturday, 
Feb. 18, 6:30 p.m., Ferrisburgh Town Hall and 
Community Center, Route 7. A sandwich supper 
followed by an evening of fun and games. King 
Pede is an unusual game that involves “trick-
taking” techniques such as in Hearts and Spades 
or Pitch. This is a game of fun and skill so come 
prepared to use your strategic thinking.

Pancake breakfast in Goshen. 
Sunday, Feb. 19, 9 a.m., Blueberry 

Hill Outdoor Center, Goshen Rd. Fuel 
up to play outdoors. Your donation for 

yummy pancakes, Vermont sausage, Vermont 
apples, and of course Goshen Vermont maple 
syrup, coffee/tea will support the work at the 
BHOC. Suggested donation, $15-$20, more or 
less depending on how much you eat and how 
much you can offer. Enjoy the day skiing or 
snowshoeing. Anything helps. All proceeds go to 
keeping the space warm, the trails and parking 
clear, the maps updated, and the soup hot. No 
reservations are required. More info on facebook 
at fb.me/e/5FERDE7Cy.

Mardi Gras pancake supper in New 
Haven. Tuesday, Feb. 21, 5:07 p.m., 

New Haven Congregational Church, 
Town Hill Rd. Free. More info: Carol at 802-453-
5059.

Great Decisions lecture: “Women, 
Life, Freedom: Political Closure 

and Social Turmoil in Iran” in 
Middlebury. Wednesday, Feb. 22, 2:30 p.m., 
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Eastview at Middlebury or Zoom. Middlebury 
College Professor Ata Anzali will discuss current 
developments in Iran. The general public is 
invited to attend via Zoom only. In-person for 
EastView residents only. For more information or 
to obtain the Zoom link, please call the EastView 
Concierge at (802) 989-7500.

Vermont’s Pollinator-friendly Perennials virtual 
presentation. Wednesday, Feb. 22, 7 p.m., 
Zoom. In the first event of Pollinator Pathway 
of Addison County Spring Series Vermont 
Certified Horticulturalist Sarah Salatino, owner 
of Full Circle Gardens of Essex will give this 
talk. Registration available through Eventbrite. 
Limited to 100 participants. 

Med47 indoor yard sale in New 
Haven. Friday, Feb. 24, 3-7 p.m., 

New Haven Town Hall, 78 North St. 
The 6th Annual Indoor Yard Sale to benefit the 
Brendon P Cousino Med47 Foundation. All 
benefits go back into our community to provide 
scholarships for area tech students, funds for 
area First Responders, Have a heart food shelf, 
homelessness, heat programs, and families with 
medical needs. Come out for a treasure hunt and 
support your community.

Take-out fish dinner in Vergennes. Friday, 
Feb. 24, 5-6:30 p.m., St. Peter’s Parish Hall, 
85 S. Maple St. Menu: beer battered haddock, 
zesty wedges, coleslaw, mixed vegetables, roll 
with butter and chocolate chip brownie. $13 
adult/$7children 6-12. Reservations required. 
Call 802-877-2367.

FRIDAYfeb
24

LIVEMUSIC
Breanna Elaine in Brandon. Friday, 
Feb. 10, 7:30 p.m., Brandon Town Hall.

The Earls of Bristol in Bristol. Friday, 
Feb. 10, South Mountain Tavern.

LC Jazz Winter Thaw in Vergennes. Saturday, 
Feb. 11, 7 p.m., Vergennes Opera House.

Mike + Ruthy in Lincoln. Saturday, Feb. 11, 7:30 
p.m., Burnham Hall.

Blues Without Borders in Bristol. Tuesday, Feb. 
14, South Mountain Tavern.

Uncle Joe in Cornwall. Thursday, Feb. 16, 7 p.m., 
Cornwall Congregational Church.

Satta Sound and Carlton Livingston in 
Middlebury. Saturday, Feb. 25, 7 p.m., Town 
Hall Theater.

Choral Chameleon in Middlebury. Friday, March 
3, 7:30 p.m., Mahaney Arts Center.

Dover String Quartet with Haochen Zhang, 
piano in Middlebury. Friday, March 10, 7:30 
p.m., Mahaney Arts Center.

Elton John & Queen with Clint Bierman and 
Josh Panda in Middlebury. Friday, March 10, 7 
p.m., Town Hall Theater. 

The Doughboys in Middlebury. Friday, March 17, 
7:30 p.m., Town Hall Theater 

The Westerlies and Theo Bleckmann in 
Middlebury. Friday, April 7, 7:30 p.m., Mahaney 
Arts Center.

The Stragglers in Vergennes. Saturday, April 15, 
7:30 p.m., Vergennes Opera House.

Sophie Shao and friends in Middlebury. Friday, 
April 21, 7:30 p.m., Mahaney Arts Center.

Abdullah Ibrahim and Ekaya in Middlebury. 
Saturday, April 29, 7:30 p.m., Mahaney Ats 
Center.

Patti Casey with Colin McCaffrey in Vergennes. 
Saturday, May 20, 7:30 p.m., Vergennes Opera 
House.

CALENDARONLINE

BE SURE TO CHECK OUT OUR

addisonindependent.com

Higher elevation
JASON HILL FROM the Vermont Center for Ecostudies will present a 45-minute talk and 

birdwatching slideshow at the Green Mountain Club: Bread Loaf Section’s Annual Meeting 
in Middlebury on Wednesday, Feb. 15, 6:30 p.m., Champlain Valley Unitarian Universalist 
Society, 2 Duane Ct. The topic of the slideshow is “Mountain Birdwatch,” a citizen science 
program in New England and Quebec.

Photo courtesy of the Vermont Center for Ecostudies

OtterEast.com
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Ferrisburgh Have a news tip?
Email  Sally Kerschner at smwkersch@comcast.net

FERRISBURGH — Town 
Meeting time is here and this is our 
annual opportunity to participate in 
our town government, to vote, and 
to support the many people who 
make our town function. The in-
person town meeting session will 
be held on Saturday, March 4, from 
10 a.m.-noon at the Ferrisburgh 
Town Hall and Community Center. 
Voting will be held on Tuesday, 
March 7, from 7 a.m. – 7 p.m., at 
the Town Hall and Community 
Center. Ferrisburgh residents will 
be receiving the Town Report in 
the mail. The Warning for voters 
will be posted on the town website: 
www.ferrisburghvt.org. For further 
information, call the town offices at 
802-877-3429. 

The Ferrisburgh Skating Rink is 
ready for the season; however, the 
weather conditions determine when 
the rink can be open for use. Check 
the Rink’s Facebook page for 
regular updates on conditions and 
please stay off the ice if it is soft. 
There are several sizes of hockey 
and figure skates stored at the rink 
for those who do not have their 
own. These are loaners and should 
be left in the shed when not in use. 
They have all been donated by our 
community members. There are 
several hockey pucks in the shed as 
well. Please return these to the shed 
in the crate under the skates. Also, 
remember to continue to donate 
your bottle redemption receipts to 
the Ferrisburgh Rink to help with 
ongoing costs. When returning 
your bottles at the Vergennes 
Redemption, just tell them to put 
the receipt in the Ferrisburgh Rink 
envelope. 

Explore groundbreaking 
underwater discoveries and research 
at Lake Champlain Maritime 
Museum’s Virtual Archaeology 
Conference on Thursday, Feb. 
16 from 1-4 p.m. The Museum’s 
archaeology team and research 
partners will share their latest 
findings in Lake Champlain 
including the Revolutionary War 
battlefield at Arnold’s Bay in 
Panton; the sites of the steamboat 
Phoenix paddlewheels and the 
Revolutionary War gunboat 
Spitfire shipwreck; and exciting 
new information about Benedict 
Arnold’s 1776 flagship, the row 
galley Congress. This event is 
virtual and free to attend with 
advance registration. For more 
information and registration, visit 
www.lcmm.org/VAC2023.

Try a classic winter pastime this 
winter break — join a one-day 
youth ice fishing clinic. A great intro 
for any curious angler in grades 5-8, 
join us as we head out onto the ice 

MONTPELIER — Vermont’s 
Nongame Wildlife Fund is 
essential to the conservation and 
restoration of some 
of Vermont’s most 
at-risk wildlife, like 
the lake sturgeon 
and Northern long-
eared bat. Thanks 
to a checkoff option 
on the Vermont state 
income tax form, 
donating to the fund 
is easy and impactful.

“Every dollar 
Vermonters donate 
to Nongame Wildlife 
Fund on their taxes 
is nearly tripled,” says Rosalind 
Renfrew, the Vermont Fish and 
Wildlife Department’s Wildlife 

Diversity Program Manager. 
“Donations are leveraged by 
matching federal grants, meaning 

that every dollar 
donated secures 
another $2 in federal 
funds for Vermont’s 
wildlife.”

For over 35 years 
Vermont’s Nongame 
Tax Checkoff has 
been helping to 
recover species that 
were once on the 
brink of extinction 
in Vermont, like 
the common loon, 
osprey, and peregrine 

falcon. Most recently, the 
bald eagle was removed from 
Vermont’s list of endangered 

species in 2022. The Nongame 
Wildlife Fund supported years of 
monitoring and nest protection to 
ensure that eagle numbers were 
robust enough to declare the 
species recovered.

“Nongame Checkoff donations 
have made possible some of our 
greatest conservation success 
stories, and they continue to 
fund front-line work on behalf 
of our most at-risk species,” said 
Renfrew. “Last year saw species 
like the Eastern meadowlark 
and rue anemone wildflower 
added to Vermont’s threatened 
and endangered species list. The 
Nongame Checkoff is one of the 
most direct ways Vermonters 
can conserve Vermont’s 
biodiversity.”

THE EASTERN MEADOWLARK, right, was listed as threatened in 2022 and the rue anemone 
wildflower was listed as endangered. Both species will benefit from Nongame Wildlife Fund tax 
checkoff donations.

Photos by Tyler Pockette and Warren Bielenberg/Great Smokey Mountain National Park

Help Vt. wildlife when you file your taxes

in the Museum’s harbor to learn the 
basics of winter ice fishing with our 
friends at Vermont Fish & Wildlife’s 
Let’s Go Fishing program. We’ll 
learn about the gear needed, hole 
drilling, using a rod and jig, knots, 
ice safety, and fish identification. 
No gear needed. Please dress 
warmly (in layers) and wear winter 
boots. Yaktraxs or ice cleats are also 
a great idea for traction. If the ice 
is deemed unsafe, we will cancel 
and send around notifications by 
email. There are two clinic days: 
Feb. 22 and Feb. 24, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
The clinics are free, but you must 
register in advance to attend. Use 
this link to sign up:  www.lcmm.
org/event/ice-fishing-feb-22/. 

Much of the work on Vermont 
dairy farms is done by people from 
Latin America. Over a thousand 
migrant laborers milk cows, fix 
tractors, shovel manure, and take 
care of calves in our state. On 
Saturday, Feb. 18, from 10-11:30 
a.m., a panel of three migrant 
workers from Blue Spruce Farm in 
Bridport will share their personal 
experiences crossing into the U.S. 
and traveling to Vermont from a 
small town in Oaxaca, Mexico. The 
panel discussion will be moderated 
by Patricia Reid (local advocate) 
and Julia Doucet (Open Door 
Clinic). The first 20 attendees will 
receive a free copy of the Vermont 
Reads 2022 book, “The Most 
Costly Journey,” a graphic novel 
illustrating migrant worker stories. 

The Bixby Library and the Boys 
& Girls Club of Greater Vergennes 
present the fifth Annual Lego 
Contest and Exhibit. This event will 
be held at the Bixby on Saturday, 
Feb. 25, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Entries 
must consist primarily of LEGO, 
Duplo, Megablocks, or other 
LEGO-compatible plastic bricks 
and related pieces. They must be 
original creations, not based on 
LEGO-designed kits or instructions 
found online in a magazine, etc. A 
short and clear narrative describing 
the project’s theme must be included 
with each entry. Registration for this 
event is by Feb. 13 at tinyurl.com/
bixby-lego-2023. If you have any 
questions or don’t have access to 
materials, please reach out to Beth 
Cherry at beth@bgcvergennes.
org or Mary Neffinger at mary.
neffinger@bixbylibrary.org.

Ferrisburgh Grange “King Pede” 

card parties are scheduled for 
Saturdays of February 18 and March 
4 at 6:30 PM. These get-togethers 
are held at the Ferrisburgh Town 
Hall and Community Center and 
will begin with a sandwich supper 
and then on to involves “trick-
taking” techniques such as in Hearts 
and Spades or Pitch. This is a game 
of fun and skill so come prepared to 
use your strategic thinking.

Rokeby’s Winter Book 
Discussion Group is continuing 
for the upcoming months. All are 
invited to join in the discussion of 
these powerful books: Tuesday, Feb. 
21, “For One Day of Freedom,” by 
Blyden B. Jackson Jr., and Tuesday, 
March 14, “All That She Carried: 
The Journey of Ashley’s Sack, 
a Black Family Keepsake,” by 
Tiya Miles. All sessions are at no 
charge and will be held virtually at 
6 p.m. Registration in advance is 
required, although attendance at all 
three discussions is not required to 
register. For more information, visit 
rokeby.org.

Give your clothes a second 
chance and get them repaired for 
free. Addison County Solid Waste 
Management District is hosting a 
clothing/accessory-specific repair 
fair and swap shop on Saturday, 
Feb. 25, from 11 a.m.-2 p.m., at 
the Bixby Memorial Library in 
Vergennes. Enjoy refreshments, 
learn basic mending skills, swap 
clothes, enter a free raffle, and get 
your jewelry and clothing fixed by 
your neighbors in Addison County. 
Volunteer spots to help with event 
check-in, check-out, and assisting 
with the clothing swap are still 
open. No sewing experience is 
needed. The snow date for this 
event will be Saturday, March 11. 
For more information, volunteer 
signups, and to view a full list of 
event guidelines, follow the link 
to visit the ACSWMD website: 
www.AddisonCountyRecycles.org/
repair-fair. 

NOTE: We are always 
interested in including a variety of 
Ferrisburgh-related news in this 
column, so if you have events that 
would be of interest, contact Sally 
Kerschner at smwkersch@comcast.
net. You are also able to access these 
columns and other information 
about Ferrisburgh news and events 
by viewing the Ferrisburgh Town 
Website at www.ferrisburghvt.org. 

CHAMPLAIN VALLEY — 
Waterfowl hunters who did not 
remove their hunting blinds from 
the waters of the state earlier 
must do so before Feb. 15 on 
Lake Champlain or May 15 on 
inland waters according to a 
reminder from the Vermont Fish 
and Wildlife Department.

State law requires removal of 
the blinds before these deadlines 
to protect natural areas and to 
prevent boating accidents after 
the ice melts. 

“Removal of the blinds and 
any posts that may be below the 
surface of the ice is important 
because of the danger they 

present when boaters are on the 
water in the spring,” said State 
Game Warden Colonel Justin 
Stedman. 

Stedman says wardens annually 
record names and addresses of 
blind owners and will follow up 
with inspections.

Hunters reminded to remove duck blinds by Feb. 15

“Every dollar 
Vermonters 
donate to 
Nongame 
Wildlife Fund 
on their taxes 
is nearly 
tripled.”

—  Rosalind 
Renfrew

GRANVILLE — The town of 
Granville was among the recipients 
when Gov. Phil Scott, the Vermont 
Division for Historic Preservation 
(VDHP) and the Vermont Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation 
recently announced the awarding 
of grants totaling $321,363 to 
20 municipalities and non-profit 
organizations in six counties 
to facilitate the restoration 
and rehabilitation of Vermont 
landmarks and important historic 
buildings and structures. 

These grants leverage more 
than $1 million in restoration and 
rehabilitation efforts, supporting 
about 40 preservation construction 
jobs.

“Investing in the preservation of 
Vermont’s history strengthens our 
communities and the character of 
our state,” Gov. Scott said. “Just as 
importantly, we are putting people 
to work restoring our past and 
creating new opportunities for the 
next generation of Vermonters.”

Granville was awarded $12,500 
for its Granville Town Hall 
project. Originally constructed as 
a church, the Granville Town Hall 
was altered by the installation of 
a second floor below the original 
sanctuary in 1871 to provide space 
for municipal functions. Today 
the Granville Town Hall serves as 
the town’s municipal center and is 
used for the annual town meeting, 
board and committee meetings, 
and community events. 

A matching preservation grant 
will provide funding to the town 
to repair the Route 100 building’s 
historic windows. 

For a full list of grant award 
recipients visit the VDHP at tinyurl.
com/PreserveVT2023.

Town of Granville 
receives historic 
preservation
grant money
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Mt. Abe would like to congratulate Cassandra Guillemette 
as our Student of the Week Cassandra lives in Monkton with 
her parents, Anne and Mark, brother Travis (currently attends 
Paul Smith’s College) and black lab, Cooper.  Cassandra has 
received the highest honors for both academics and habits 
of work.  She is an avid lacrosse and soccer player receiving 
Second Team Awards. Since Kindergarten, she has been a Girl 
Scout (Monkton Troop 20474) and received a Gold Award. As 
a community compost pioneer, she collaborated with a team of 
MCS students and community members to create a compost 
presentation and 3-bin structure currently used in our schools. 
“Cassandra Guillemette is impeccably polite, extremely hard 
working and takes a genuine interest in her studies, her peers, 
and her community. I have never worked with an adolescent so 
in tune, open, caring and mature. She is diligent, conscientious, 
engaged and fastidious,” says Nathan Shepard,Cassandra’s 
Spanish Teacher.

 She enjoys the small supportive community at MAUHS. “I am 
always encouraged to try new things and have others to talk to, to 
express my ideas throughout the day. I looked forward to World 

Language classes as I took French and Spanish. My favorite 
teacher, Ms. Jacobeit, always kept class engaging by giving us 
amusing activities that allowed us to enhance our French. We 
also had understanding and inspiring discussions about our 
work or about things happening at school to allow us to reflect 
on recent events. She always has a smile and was there for any 
support you needed.” 

In Cassandra’s free time she enjoys building relationships with 
people, traveling with her family, being outdoors, biking, kayaking, 
camping and playing sports. Cassandra reminds us to “be grateful 
for the opportunities that arise. Even if it doesn’t go to plan, take 
the path that approaches because it may lead to great things.
Taking opportunities leads to risks, which lead us to achieving 
goals.  Staying comfortable won’t always let us know if something 
is possible.”

Cassandra is currently attending  the Dental Assistant 
program at Center for Technology in Essex. The Mt. Abe Eagle 
Family wishes her the best with future plans to attend college 
in the northeast to pursue dental hygiene, business or sports 
management. 

Cassandra
Cassandra

Congratulations

802-388-1338
99 Court St., Middlebury, VT

Students of the Week from all area high schools
will receive a gift from Otter Creek Bakery. 
Students of the Week are chosen by school 

teachers and administration.
Best of Luck to All Students!

Cassandra
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&&service& DIRECTORY

auto body restoration
auto repair 
carpentry/contractors
cleaning services

computers
construction
duct cleaning
firewood

flooring
heating &
    air conditioning
masonryBusiness

Thursday

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

COMPUTERS

CONSTRUCTION

CLEANING SERVICES

AUTO BODY RESTORATION

CHECK US OUT
ONLINE AT

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

AUTO REPAIR

LOCAL CONTRACTOR
GENERAL CARPENTRY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Remodeling • Additions

Painting • Roofing
WINNER of “Best Local Contractor” 

FOUR CONSECUTIVE YEARS by 
READERS CHOICE AWARDS!

MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT

MARK TRUDEAUMARK TRUDEAU

802.388.0860802.388.0860

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

802-453-7345  |  138 Hunt Road, New Haven, VT

Metal Fabrication
Agricultural Repair
Commercial Repair

Auto Body Repair
Rust Repair
Collison Repair

Full/Custom
    restoration

We accept all major credit cards  |  We accept Insurance claims
Follow our projects on Facebook

Family owned & operated

Over two decades experience!

MASONRY
Fine Dry Stone Masonry

Jamie Masefield
Certified by the Dry Stone Wallers
Association of Great Britain

802-233-4670
jmasefield@gmavt.net

REACH THE COUNTY  
ADVERTISE  HERE

ADDY INDY - 388-4944

Gevry Firewood LLC
gevryfirewoodvt@gmail.com

or 802-349-0699

Are you looking for green or 
seasoned firewood?

Well we’ve got it all right here in Addison, VT!

We cut, split, and deliver hardwood 
firewood in 12-24 inch lengths.

And we now offer kiln dried firewood!
Contact us today for a quote!

FIREWOOD

Quaker Village
Carpentry

Siding, Windows, Garages, Decks & Porches
New Construction, Renovations and Repairs

Maurice plouffe
802-545-2251
1736 Quaker Village Road

Weybridge, VT 05753

DO YOU REPAIR OR CLEAN 
FURNACES? 

 YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

FLOORING

And Duct Work 
for Heating, Ventilation 
and Air Conditioning
We use 5,000+ cfm HEPA
Vacuum Cleaning Systems 

Commercial/Residential • Owner Operated • Fully Insured • Neat & Clean

Buy Local! 802.989.0396

Specializing inSpecializing in
Duct CleaningDuct Cleaning

We can design, fabricate, seal, insulate, clean,
anything to do with your ducted systems.

Certified
Collision Experts

All Makes and Models
Working with all

Insurance companies

(802) 388-9961
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

2196 Rt 7 South,  Middlebury
stonecdjr.com

Hometown Service from 
Your Hometown Dealers!

Factory-Trained Technicians
Servicing all makes

and models

G Stone Motors   
36 Boardman St., 

Middlebury
(802) 388-6718

gstonemotors.com 

Stone
Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
2149 Rt 7 So., Middlebury

(802) 388-9961
stonecdjr.com

F    J    C
802.310.1986

• Full service general 
contractor

• Turn key construction
• Kind knowledgeable staff

fjcbuilders.com

One cal l  does i t  a l l
Christopher Netelkos

cnetelkos@fjcbuilders.com   •   Sudbury, Vt.

For an appointment , call The PC Medic of 
Vermont at 802-734-6815
www.pcmedicvt.com

The PC Medic of 
Vermont now offers 

both on-site and remote 
computer services for 

your PC.

Call today to see which 
type of appointment 

you need, and get your 
PC running correctly 

again!
DO YOU WINTERIZE HOUSES? 

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!
CALL 802-388-4944

DUCT CLEANING

Melissa’s Quality
Cleaning Services
Residential & Commercial

GREAT RATES • FULLY INSURED
Reliable & Thorough 

802 345-6257

David Walker ConstructionDavid Walker Construction
298 Biddle Road
Lincoln, Vermont

05443

Semi-Retired
Small Jobs Only

cell: 802-989-0320

email:
dwconstruction@gmavt.net

THETHE
SNOWFLAKESSNOWFLAKES
ARE FALLINGARE FALLING

ADVERTISE ADVERTISE 
YOUR SNOW YOUR SNOW 

REMOVAL REMOVAL 
BUSINESS IN BUSINESS IN 

THE ADDY INDY.THE ADDY INDY.

CALLCALL
802-388-4944802-388-4944
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Soak Up The Sun!
Don’t spend your hard-earned money 
making the hot water or electricity that 
you use today–

SOLAR IS MORE AFFORDABLE THAN EVER!

Go Green with us –

We’ve been here for you for 43 years – 
Let us help you with your solar projects today. 

Call for a FREE on-site evaluation

SIDING

LAROSE SURVEYS, P.C.
Ronald L. LaRose, L.S. • Kevin R. LaRose, L.S.

Land Surveying/Septic Design
“We will take you through the

permitting process!”

25 West St. • PO Box 388
Bristol, VT 05443

Telephone: 802-453-3818
Fax: 802- 329-2138

larosesurveys@gmail.com

TAXES

&&service& DIRECTORYBusiness
Thursday painting 

plumbing
renewable energy
roofing

rubbish & recycling
septic & water
siding

storage
surveying
tree service

Reach
more 
potential
customers!

Place your ad in
the Addy Indy!

Marcel Brunet & Sons, Inc.
Windows & Siding

Vergennes, VT

802-316-6060 • rbrunet1@myfairpoint.net • 802-877-2640

Siding • Windows
Additions • Garages • Decks

WE HAVE THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT 
FOR THE RIGHT JOB – TO GIVE YOU

 REASONABLE RATES

Reasonable Rates • Year-round Service • Fully Insured
(802) 453-3351 • Cell (802) 363-5619

24 Hour Emergency Service 453-7014
 Brownswelding.com

Serving Vermont for over 42 years!

BROWN’S TREE & 
CRANE SERVICE

Dangerous Trees Cut & Removed
Stumps Removed  
Trusses Set
Trees Trimmed 
Land Clearing

FREE ESTIMATES FOR TREE SERVICES

TREE SERVICE

Celebrating 36 Years
Environmental Consultants – Licensed Designers

Steve Revell CPG, LD#178 BW

• Water Supply - Location, Development and Permitting
• On-Site Wastewater Design • Single & Multiple Lot Subdivision
• Property Development & Permitting
• State and Local Permitting
• Underground Storage Tank Removal & Assessment

Fax 802-453-5399 • Email: jrevell@lagvt.com
163 Revell Drive • Lincoln, VT 05443

Toll-Free: 800-477-4384
802-453-4384

www.lagvt.com

Jeremy Revell LD#611 BW • Tyler Maynard LD#597 B

PLUMBING

SEPTIC & WATER

Phone (802) 537-3555

roofingMichael Doran
• Standing seam

• Asphalt shingles 
• Slate

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

roofing

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

Phone (802) 537-3555

Michael Doran
as seen at Addison County Field Days!

• Standing seam
• Asphalt shingles 

• Slate

mpdoransr@gmail.com

Go Solar with
AllEarth Renewables
Customer-driven solutions 
designed, engineered and built 
in Vermont, with over 3,000 
installations in the state.

CALL 802.872.9600 x122
allearthrenewalables.com

RENEWABLE ENERGY

Short Surveying, inc.
Serving Addison County Since 1991

Timothy L. Short, L.S.
Property Line Surveys • Topographical Surveys

FEMA Elevation Certificates
135 S. Pleasant St., Middlebury, VT 

802-388-3511
ShortSurveyingVT@gmail.com

Are you a
tax preparer?
We’ll help you reach
 more clients this tax 

season.
Email advertising@

addisonindependent.com 
to get started.

A friendly, professional, 
and affordable family business.

Interior Painting

HESCOCK PAINTING

Kim or Jonathan Hescock
hescock@shoreham.net

462-3737 or 989-9107

Free Free 
Estimates Estimates 

References References 

Fully Fully 
InsuredInsured

PAINTING

We help your ideas grow from start to finish,
no project is too big. Give us a call and you will

see the potential in your morning to evening view.
Lawn care, snow plowing, excavation, tree removal, 

driveways, pressure washing, and more - all at
their best. We can build it up or take it down.
No idea is too big for us to maneuver around.

802-349-6163 
Winter, Spring, Summer and All your Fall needs

ROOFING

Advertise your business on these pages for under $10 per week.
Call 802-388-4944 or email advertising@addisonindependent.com for details.

Winter in Vermont
is snow joke. 

Does your business help keep 
the county warm?

Call 802-388-4944 or email
advertising@adDisonindependent.com 
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Public Meetings
AL-ANON OFFERS HELP 
and hope to anyone who 
has been affected by a 
loved one’s drinking. 
Middlebury hosts an online 
meeting Sunday night 
7:15pm and a face to face 
one Wednesday at 1:30pm 
at CVUUS (2 Duane Court 
Middlebury near the high 
school) that you can also 
access by Zoom. Visit 
vermontalanonalateen.org 
for links and list of other 
meetings in the region. If 
you’d like to speak to an 
Al-Anon member, call our 
answering service (866-
972-5266) and an Al-Anon 
member will call you back.

A L C O H O L I C S 
ANONYMOUS in person 
meetings are available. 
For a list of local virtual 
meetings visit http://bit.
ly/district9aa.  For more 
information visit https://
aavt.org/ or call the 24 hour 
hotline at 802-388-9284.

THE TURNING POINT 
CENTER of  Addison 
County is open for in-
person services, Monday 
through Friday, 10am-
4pm, 54A Creek Road, 
M idd lebury.  We are 
available by phone 24/7 
at 802-388-4249.

V E R G E N N E S  F R E E 
THINKERS Founded in 
1935 on the principle of 
one alcoholic helping an-
other to achieve sobriety, 
A.A. is an effective and 
enduring program of re-
covery that has changed 
countless lives.  A.A. has 
always been committed to 
making its program of re-
covery available to anyone, 
anywhere, who reaches 
out for help with an alcohol 
problem.  The Vergennes 
Free Thinkers meeting was 
created in January of this 
year to maintain a tradition 
of free expression, conduct 
a meeting where alcoholics 
may feel free to express 
any beliefs, doubts or dis-
belief they may have, to 
share their own personal 
form of spiritual experience, 
their search for it, and/or 
their rejection of it, without 
having to accept anyone 
else’s beliefs or having to 
deny their own. Meetings 
are held with a high re-
gard for compassion and 
inclusion without judgment 
or exception.  If you think 
we can help, please join 
us on Thursdays at 6pm 
by contacting Vergennes-
freethinkers@gmail.com 
for Zoom and in-person 
meeting information.

VERMONT SUPPORT 
LINE Are you struggling 
with a challenging situa-
tion? Do you have feel-
ings of sadness, loneliness, 
isolation, anger, or depres-
sion? You don’t have to 
face it alone. Talk with a 
caring person who under-
stands what you’re going 
through today by calling or 
texting the free and confi-
dential Pathways Vermont 
Support Line available 24/7 
at (833) VT - TALKS.

Services
C+I DRYWALL and plaster-
ing. Call Joe 802-234-5545.

CONSTRUCTION: ADDI-
TIONS, RENOVATIONS 
new construction, drywall, 
carpentry, painting, flooring, 
roofing, pressure washing, 
driveway sealing. All as-
pects of construction, also 
property maintenance. Ste-
ven Fifield 802-989-0009.

MELISSA’S QUALITY 
CLEANING Services. Resi-
dential and commercial. 
Fully insured. Great rates. 
Reliable and thorough 
cleaning. 802-345-6257.

ODD JOBS lawn work, 
cut brush, some tree work. 
Snow removal services for 
your roof. Call us we do 
other jobs too! 802-999-
2194 John.

3
WE BUY OLD STUFF Es-
tates, collections, antiques 
etc. Also hunting and fish-
ing items. Call Erik 802-
345-0653.

Free
DIGITAL ACCESS View 
obituaries, calendar listings 
and classifieds online at 
addisonindependent.com.  
Don’t miss out on events, 
garage sales, or opportu-
nities- check out our free 
digital listings.  Looking 
to read more? Become a 
subscriber!

Help Wanted
AMERICAN FLATBREAD 
MIDDLEBURY Hearth 
is hiring!  Offering good 
compensation, respect-
ful co-workers, and great 
food.  We are hiring for 
multiple full time and part 
time positions including bar 
leadership, daytime prep 
and evening shifts.  Ample 
opportunities for growth in 
a positive work environ-
ment.  Please stop in for 
an application or email Joe 
at joe@americanflatbread.
com. EOE.

DEADLINE: Monday at 5 p.m. 

CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM
Addison Independent

Cash in on our 4-for-3 rates! Pay for 3 issues, get 4th issue free! An ad placed for consective issues runs the 4th time for free! PLEASE PRINT YOUR AD...

The Independent assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in ads, but will 
rerun classified ad in which the error oc-
curred. No refunds will be possible. Ad-
vertiser will please notify us of any errors 
which may occur after first publication.

Number of words:
Cost:
# of runs:
Spotlight Charge:
Internet Listing: $2.00
TOTAL:

ADDISON INDEPENDENT
58 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-4944
addisonindependent.com •  email: classifieds@addisonindependent.com

RA
TE

S

• 25¢ per word • minimum $2.50 per ad 

• $2 internet listing for up to 4 issues • minimum 2 insertions

• Special 4 for 3 rates not valid for the following categories: Services,
Opportunities, Real Estate, Wood heat, Attn. Farmers, For Rent & Help Wanted

Notices

Card of Thanks

Personals

Services

Free**

Lost ’N Found**

Garage Sales 

Lawn & Garden

Opportunities

Adoption

Work Wanted

Help Wanted

For Sale

Public Meetings**

For Rent

Want to Rent

Wood Heat

Real Estate

Animals

Att. Farmers

Motorcycles

Cars

Trucks

SUVs

Snowmobiles

Boats

Wanted

Real Estate Wanted

Vacation Rentals

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Spotlight with large 3$2** no charge for these ads

Or, submit your classified ad on our website: addisonindependent.com

Volunteer ad

3x3 or a 6x3 

Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities

If interested, please complete a Volunteer Application
at www.portermedical.org or send an email

to PMC-Volunteers@portermedical.org.

Volunteer Greeters Wanted
Join our volunteer team! We are looking for Greeters who have a warm heart

and a welcoming spirit to greet everyone who enters PMC!

SERVICE TECHNICIANS
Monroe Tractor, an established company
with 71 years as an agriculture dealership
is growing in VT and we are seeking to add
Service Technicians to perform repair and 

maintenance on industry-leading Agricultural and 
Construction equipment in shop and on the road. 

Applicant will be responsible for troubleshooting and 
repairing of electrical, hydraulic, transmission and 

diesel engine components. Ideal candidate will be self-
motivated, safety-minded, organized, reliable and a 
strong communicator. Applicant must have a clean 

driving record, have reliable transportation, successfully 
pass a background check and drug test. Must be able to 
meet the physical requirements of the job which include 

bending, lifting heavy components and working in 
confined spaces. Competitive pay and benefits provided. 

Please send resume to mhendy@monroetractor.com
or call 802-771-3007.

Sign-on Bonus, Travel Allowance, Free Meal,
New Wage Bands and Shift Differentials

The Residence at Otter Creek, a premiere senior living com-
munity in Middlebury, VT is accepting applications for:

Full/Part-Time Med Techs/LPN ($3,000 sign-on bonus)

Full/Part-Time Caregiver ($3,000 sign-on bonus)

Full/Part Time Servers ($500 sign-on bonus)

Van Driver Per Diem

Resident Engagement Memory Care Per Diem 

Maintenance Director

Applicants must be able to work weekends.
Background checks required. 

Now offering Now offering 
Open Breakfast and Open Breakfast and 

Open Dinner Interviews!Open Dinner Interviews!

Please join us on Tuesdays for Open Interviews 
and a bite to eat! We would love to meet with 

you and tell you about the wonderful positions 
we have available! Let us show you around and 
experience our exciting community. Breakfast 

Interviews Tuesdays from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m., and 
Dinner Interviews Tuesdays from 4 to 5:30 p.m.

Please email your resume to
Kristen LaFlam at 
klaflam@residenceottercreek.com. 
or use our new QR Code.

The Residence at Otter Creek
350 Lodge Road, Middlebury, VT 05753 
www.residenceottercreek.com

Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

6x3 RSVP

Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities

Help Wanted ads 
can be found

on Pages 10B,
11B and 12B.

 

Open Door Clinic is looking for volunteers! 
We have a great need for medical translators. Nearly all of the 

medical providers in Addison County have intake forms that require 
translation into Spanish. Only through their kindness and generosity, 

we can strive to provide our services. 

Reach out to odc@opendoormidd.org 
or give us a call at 802-388-0137 to learn more.

Addison Independent

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Public Meetings Public Meetings Public Meetings Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

2 x 7
MALT
col  CD

FULL-TIME
TRAILS & VOLUNTEER 

COORDINATOR
Passionate about working outside 

alongside others? Have experience in 
recreation trail management

and want to work for a thriving
non-profit in Addison County?

A NEW full-time and benefited 
position at the Middlebury Area 
Land Trust (MALT) will lead our 
interns, AmeriCorps members,

and volunteers in the management 
of  the Trail Around Middlebury 
(TAM) and other MALT trails.

Must love being outdoors.
Must love people.

Must be an excellent coordinator 
of  many details.

Must have experience
maintaining trails.

Learn more and apply:
www.maltvt.org/staff-and-careers
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PERSONAL CARE AS-
SISTANT WANTED to work 
3hrs a day on Saturdays 
and Sundays for a 74 year 
old man in Addison. Help 

with housekeeping, cook-
ing, errands. Work either 
every weekend, or every 
other weekend. $25 phr. 
Contact eresnik@rcn.com.

3
TIRED OF BEING RE-
TIRED? Limited hours, 
A&W and Greg’s Market. 
Applications available at 
Greg’s.

VERMONT DISCOUNT 
STORE is looking for a 
Full-Time Assistant Co-
Manager. Manage and 
oversee daily operations; 
revenue, staffing, & perform 
open and close shift duties. 
Must be able to lift 30+ lbs. 
Ability to work in a profes-
sional and friendly man-
ner in a high paced work 
environment. Weekends 
are a must. To apply con-
tact Chris 802-877-3048 or 
champlaindiscountfoods@
yahoo.com.

For Rent
3-BEDROOM; East Middle-
bury. No Pets, No Smoking. 
$1200 plus utilities. First & 
last security deposit. 802-
377-1522.

BRISTOL: Gentleman in 
his 70s who enjoys word 
puzzles & classic TV 
shows. Reduced rent of 
$300/mo. in exchange for 
providing companionship, 
occas. transportation, & 
cooking a few meals each 
week. 802-863-5625 or 
HomeShareVermont.org 
for application. Interview, 
refs, bg check req. EHO.

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent

Vermont Cider Company has
immediate openings for the following positions:
Distribution & Logistics Representative

This individual will work with our customers
as part of a team in a fast-paced setting.

Responsibilities include providing support to our customers via telephone 
and email, inventory tracking, insuring the smooth flow of orders, shipments, 
and processing invoices, along with other misc. tasks. The candidate will also 
work closely with other departments as needed.
Qualifications include a minimum of three years of office-setting Customer 
Service, supporting a fast-paced manufacturing/sales environment, proven 
skills are essential in the Microsoft Office Suite, most importantly Microsoft 
Excel, problem solving, and handling challenging situations. Candidate will 
need to be a team player with exceptional multitasking and problem-solving 
skills as well as working independently.

Staff Accountant
The Staff Accountant will be responsible for the processing of a variety 
of accounts payable and accounts receivable transactions along with other 
general accounting duties, including the monthly financial closing process.
Qualifications include an Associate’s degree in accounting or equivalent 
experience, experience with Microsoft Dynamics Great Plains, proficiency 
in Microsoft Office Software (Excel, Word, Outlook, PowerPoint), excellent 
interpersonal and communication (both written and verbal), ability to 
tactfully negotiate compromises through flexibility and effective problem 
solving.

IT Systems Administrator
The Systems Administrator is responsible for the maintenance, 
configuration, and support of all on premise and cloud-based systems and 
networking environment. This role is instrumental in helping ensure day-to-
day operations run smoothly.
Qualifications include an Associate or Bachelor’s degree in Computer 
Science, Information Technology, System Administration, or a closely related 
field, or equivalent experience required. 3-5 years of database, network 
administration, or system administration experience. Working knowledge 
of VMWare, or equivalent and SAN-based iSCSI storage, Strong knowledge 
of systems and networking software, hardware, and networking protocols. 
Experience with scripting and automation tools. A proven track record 
of developing and implementing IT strategy and plans. Experience with 
Industrial Control Systems in a manufacturing environment a plus.

Material Handler
The Material Handler will assist with day-to-day warehouse 
operations. Responsibilities include but not limited to the safe and efficient 
shipping, receiving and storage raw materials and finished goods. This role 
will collaborate with the production team to ensure daily production material 
needs are met.
Qualifications include a high school diploma or GED required. Computer 
skills including navigating spread sheets required, Forklift experience 
preferred (Certification available through the company), experience in 
a manufacturing environment is desired, strong communication skills 
to interact with vendors, and coworkers in a professional manner, good 
organizational and planning skills with the ability to work both independently 
as well as in a team environment. Ability to frequently lift and/or move up 
to 50 pounds.

 d 
Please apply online on our Careers page at

https://www.vtciderco.com/. Vermont Cider Company is an equal 
opportunity employer. We offer a comprehensive benefit package 

including medical, dental, vision, life & accidental insurance,
401k with employer match, paid time off, paid parental leave,

annual bonus plan and more!

Family-owned restoration 
company in Pittsford looking

for team members. 
Will train.  Starting at $17 hourly, pay 
increases with responsibility and skill.

Email lpelkey@
disasterrecoveryinc.com for 

application and interview.

ALL ADDISON COUNTY LOCATIONS 
CURRENTLY HIRING!

For openings and to apply, visit 
Maplefields.com

Looking for work in your hometown? 
We offer medical, dental, paid vacation, 

personal time, sick time and 401K for
full time positions.

Shard Villa
Level 3 Residential Care Home

NOW HIRING

For more information
Call 802.352.4369

Available Positions:
Housekeeper/Caregiver - 11p - 7a

Caregiver - 7a - 3p

~ Competitive Pay ~
Shift Differentials (for nights & weekends)

HOUSEKEEPERS/
CAREGIVERS
Full-Time ~ Part-Time

Part-Time Warehouse
WowToyz in Vergennes is seeking part-time help in 
our warehouse, assembling, labeling and offering 
general warehouse support. Ideal candidates are 

organized, dependable and able to work
20-30 hours/week, Mon-Fri. 

We offer flexible work schedule
 and competitive wages.

Retirees are welcome and encouraged to apply! 

  Warehouse / Shipping Positions
WowToyz in Vergennes is seeking motivated 
individuals to join our warehouse team. Duties 
include picking/packing orders, unloading trucks, 
shipping/receiving and some assembly.
 Ideal candidates are organized, dependable, enjoy 
physical work and are proactive self-starters. This 
is an opportunity to be part of a dynamic, growing 
company with room for advancement. Highly 
competitive salary plus excellent benefits.
 Benefits:
 - Health and dental insurance
 - 401k with company match
 - Paid holidays, vacation and sick time
 - Yearly bonus
 - Employee discount 

This is a full-time position, Monday – Friday

Proof of COVID-19 vaccinations and regular
testing required for all employees

To apply email cover letter and resume
to: resumes@wowtoyz.com

Supervised Visitation
Program Monitor 

Up to 5 hours a week on a per diem basis 
providing direct supervision and support of 

visits and exchanges between referred parents 
and their children. Strong organizational and 

communication skills required. Knowledge of child 
development and de-escalation skills preferred. 

Must be available on weekends.
For more information and how to apply, head to 

www.womensafe.net/jobopportunities.

ADDISON CENTRAL 
SCHOOL DISTRICT

SCHOOL NUTRITION 
MANAGER, 2022-2023

 Addison Central School District is seeking a full-time 
School Nutrition Manager. 

The successful candidate should have experience in preparing 
nutritional meals, breakfast and lunch, and managing a meals 

program for 30-55 students preferred. The candidate must also 
be organized, have strong communication, collaborative and 

computer skills, as well as an interest in participating in school-
wide health and nutrition initiatives.  If you have questions, 

please contact Steve Marinelli at smarinelli@acsdvt.org.
These positions are school year positions with the potential to work in 
our summer program. Addison Central School District offers competitive 
wages. Employee benefits include:
●	 Health, Dental, Life AD&D, Long Term Disability coverage
● Contribution to up to a family health insurance plan contribution to 

a Health Savings Account or a Health Reimbursement Arrangement 
● Access to a flexible spending account
● Single dental insurance plan funded by the school district with the 

option to purchase dependent coverage
● Long-term disability plan with a 90-day elimination period, benefit 

pays 66 2/3% of salary, funded by the school district
● Life insurance valued at $30,000, funded by the school district
●	 Retirement annuity match of up to 5% of salary
● Employee Assistance Program

Apply by submitting a letter of interest, resume, and 
three current reference letters via School Spring or 

send to: 
Peter Burrows, Superintendent
Addison Central School District

49 Charles Avenue
Middlebury, VT 05753

 Applications will be accepted until the position is filled.
E.O.E.

MIDDLEBURY UNION 
HIGH SCHOOL

MUHS
COACHING POSITIONS

Middlebury Union High School is the following:

• Varsity JV Girls’ Lacrosse Coach
• Varsity Softball Coach

• Assistant Track Coach (2)
Applicants must possess a strong knowledge of coaching 
principles with previous coaching experience preferred. 
Must possess strong organizational skills and the ability 
to communicate and relate to student athletes.

Interested parties should send
a letter of interest, resume, and

three current letters of reference to:
Sean Farrell/Athletic Director

Middlebury Union Middle School
73 Charles Avenue

Middlebury, VT  05753

Applications will be accepted
until the positions have been filled.   E.O.E.

ADDISON CENTRAL
SCHOOL DISTRICT

SCHOOL NUTRITION 
ASSISTANT 

Addison Central School District is seeking
full-time and part-time School Nutrition 
Assistants for the breakfast and lunch 

programs. Schedule would be
6 hours/day for part-time and

7 hours/day for full-time, Monday-Friday.
 Responsibilities include food preparation, serving 

students, and lunchroom/kitchen clean-up.

If you have questions, please contact
Steve Marinelli at smarinelli@acsdvt.org.
These positions are school year positions with the 

potential to work in our summer program.

Addison Central School District offers competitive 
wages. Employee benefits include:

Health, Dental, Life AD&D, Long Term Disability 
coverage

• Contribution to up to a family health insurance 
plan contribution to a Health Savings Account or 
a Health Reimbursement Arrangement 

• Access to a flexible spending account
• Single dental insurance plan funded by the 

school district with the option to purchase 
dependent coverage

• Long-term disability plan with a 90-day 
elimination period, benefit pays 66 2/3% of 
salary, funded by the school district

• Life insurance valued at $30,000, funded by the 
school district

• Retirement annuity match of up to 5% of salary
• Employee Assistance Program
Apply by submitting a letter of interest, 

resume, and three current reference letters 
via School Spring or send to:

Peter Burrows, Superintendent
Addison Central School District

49 Charles Avenue
Middlebury, VT 05753

 Applications will be accepted
until the position is filled.     E.O.E.

CAREGIVERS WANTED
EVENINGS & OVERNIGHTS

Do you love helping people?
Making a difference in the lives

of those around you?
Then join us at EastView,

Middlebury’s nonprofit, locally
governed retirement community.
We have openings for full-time & part-time

Caregivers evenings and overnights.
Generous benefits package, free shift meals,

paid time off. Flexible hours
and per diem shifts available.

To apply or for full job description, contact
tdunakin@eastviewmiddlebury.com
Check out all our jobs at http://www.

eastviewmiddlebury.com/join-our-team/

Help Wanted ads can be found
on Pages 10B,11B and 12B.

MIDDLEBURY UNION 
MIDDLE SCHOOL

MUMS
COACHING POSITIONS

Middlebury Union Middle School is seeking
head and/or assistant coaches for the following:

• Softball 
• Baseball 

• Girls’ Lacrosse 
Applicants must possess a strong knowledge of coaching 
principles with previous coaching experience preferred.  
Must possess strong organizational skills and the ability 
to communicate and relate to student athletes.

Interested parties should send
a letter of interest, resume, and three 

current letters of reference to:
Middlebury Union Middle School

48 Deerfield Lane
Middlebury, VT  05753

Applications will be accepted until
the positions have been filled.    E.O.E.

JEWELRY SALES
N.T. Ferro Jewelers 
in Woodstock, VT, 
has an opening for 

a Jewelry Sales 
Person, 3 to 4 
days per week. 

Competitive salary, 
benefits, and training. 

Jewelry experience 
required.
Contact: 

woodstock@
ferrojewelers.com

JOB HUNTING?
HIRING? 
FIND THESE JOBS

& MORE AT
addisonindependent.com

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

SLATE VALLEY 
UNIFIED UNION

SCHOOL DISTRICT
SCHOOLWIDE 

INTERVENTIONIST VACANCY
Slate Valley is seeking a Schoolwide 

Interventionist for the 2023-24 school year.
This position serves grades K-6 with 

additional support, primarily in English 
Language Arts and Math.  This position 
is grant funded and requires Vermont 

elementary licensure or eligibility is required.
For additional information contact 

Principal, Kim Prehoda at  
kprehoda@svuvt.org or 802-468-5624.

Apply at:  
slatevalley.tedk12.com/hire/index.aspx

Positions will remain open until filled. EOE

Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted3 x 5.5 
ACSD custodians 

col CD

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted
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DRY, WINTER/SUMMER 
STORAGE SPACE in Ad-
dison. Available storage 
space in my barn for sum-
mer/winter storage. The 
barn is structurally sound 
and weather-tight with 
electricity. No heat or run-
ning water. The barn is also 
available for lease. The en-
trance door measurements 
are 8’ wide by 7’ high. For 
more info: 802-363-3403 
or rochon_m@yahoo.com.

MIDDLEBURY, 1 BED-
ROOM, downtown apart-
ment; includes trash and 
snow removal, parking. No 
pets, no smoking. 802-388-
7525.

MIDDLEBURY, OFF CAM-
PUS HOUSING available. 
802-388-4831, AJ Neri 
Property Rentals.

MIDDLEBURY: Profes-
sional in her 60s who en-
joys caring for her horses 
& gardening. Seeking 
housemate to chip in w/ 
yardwork. $400/mo. Must 
be pet-friendly! Private 
BA. 802-863-5625 or Ho-
meShareVermont.org for 
application. Interview, refs, 
bg check req. EHO.

VERGENNES VALLEY 
VIEW APARTMENTS is 
currently taking wait list ap-
plications.  Occupants must 
be 62+ years of age.  No 
smoking/ No pets. Income 
limits apply - Rent based 
on income. Equal Housing 
Opportunity.  802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com.

VERGENNES WILLOW 
APARTMENTS Is currently 
taking waitlist applications 
for 1 and 2 bedroom apart-
ments.  No smoking/no 
pets.  Income limits ap-
ply- Rent rate based on 
income.  Equal Housing 
Opportunity 802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191.  www.
SummitPMG.com.

Wood Heat
DRY OR GREEN firewood 
for sale. Delivery available. 
802-758-2007.

Att. Farmers
CORRAL PANELS, CAT-
TLE gates, round bale 
feeders and Dry Shod 
boots. Call Brian’s Farm 
Supply 802-355-2076.

HORSE BLANKET WASH 
and repair.  Accepting non-
leather (for now) horsewear 
of all kinds for cleaning and 
repairing at my Weybridge 
location.  Call or text Sue 
Miller at 802-377-5945 or 
email svdwmiller@icloud.
com with “horse” in the 
subject line for more in-
formation.

SMALL SQUARE BALES, 
$3.50. Call 802-377-5455.

WHITNEY’S CUSTOM 
FARM WORK Pond agi-
tating, liquid manure haul-
ing, drag line aerating. Call 
for price. 462-2755, John 
Whitney.

Corn silage, haylage, 
round bales, 
large square 
bales, small 

square 
bales

Call Randy Quesnel
at 802-349-9566

FEED FOR SALE

We are currently looking to fill:

Auto Technician
County Tire Center, Inc. is a busy 10-bay shop. We offer competitive 
wages including health insurance, vacation/sick time, 401K, uniforms 
and boot allowance. 40 hours a week Monday-Friday, with overtime 

available during the months of fall and spring tire changes.

Email cover letter, resume
and three references to

lisa@countytirecenter.com
Stop by 33 Seymour St.

Middlebury, VT 
Or call 802-388-7620

•  Motivated full-time Automotive Technician with 
knowledge in brakes, exhaust, oil changes, tires, VT 
state inspection license as well as all other related 
mechanical job duties. Your own tools are required.

$1,500-$3,000 sign on bonus
based on experience/knowledge.

NOW  HIRING

Email: tatiana@ottercreekbakery.com for more information

Kitchen Staff
Dish/Deli

We will train.

MULTIPLE POSITIONS 
AVAILABLE

Starting wage based on experience
Pooled tips among staff

Earn between $16 - $18 per hour,
based on season and hours worked

Full-time and part-time options
Long-term and short-term opportunities

We are a small operation so cross training
across departments is essential.

JOIN OUR ELITE TEAM

Field Mechanic Position
Pike is seeking a Field Mechanic in New Haven/Williston, Vt.

Starting at $23.00 + DOE
Why Pike Industries? A good life begins with a good company. Pike offers 
competitive wages as well as Medical, Dental, Vision, Prescription, 401k with 5% 

company match, PTO, Profit Sharing, $7.50 Shift differential, Boot reimbursement, 
company truck and gas card, $1,000 referral bonus and MORE!

Come join our team! Apply by scanning the QR code or visiting our website
https://pikeindustries.com/careers

Pike Industries is an Equal Opportunity and Affirmative Action Employer.

 All real estate advertising 
in this newspaper is 
subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 
as amended which makes 
it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons 
receiving public assistance, 
or an intention to make any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will 
not  knowingly accept any 
advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.  To complain 
of discrimination, call HUD 
Toll-free at 1-800-424-8590. 
For the Washington, DC area 
please call HUD at  
426-3500.

Help 
Wanted ads 
can be found

on Pages 
10B,

11B and 12B

It’s against the law to 
discriminate

when advertising housing

Let us help you sift through the complexities of 
the Fair Housing Law. Stay legal. Stay on the 
right side of the nation’s Fair Housing Law. 

Call the Addison Independent at (802) 
388-4944. 

Talk to our sales professionals.

It’s against the law to discriminate when 
advertising housing. Its easier to break the law 
than you might think. You can’t say “no children” 
or “adults only.”
There’s a lot you can’t say.
The Federal Government  
is watching for such discrimination.

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

Keep the news coming!
Subscribe to the Addy Indy

online, in print, or on the go!
addisonindependent.com

SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS 
with paid CDL B training! 
• Competitive Wages 
• No School Bus Experience Necessary 
• Part-Time Schedule 
• Paid CDL Training Program 
• Fulfilling Career 

        QUALIFICATIONS 
• At least 21 years old and have a valid 

driver’s license
• Must have or be able to obtain a Class B 

CDL with P&S endorsement 
• Be able to pass a level 2 background 

check, drug screen and DOT physical 

802-388-7800 
202 Mainelli Road, 

Middlebury, VT 05753 
STACAREERS.COM 

BET-CHA TRANSIT
IS HIRING

OLD & Used
guns wanted

P: 802-775-2859
C: 802-236-7213

Rifles, 
Hand 
guns, 

Shot guns
Top prices paid.

SLATE VALLEY 
UNIFIED UNION

SCHOOL DISTRICT
K-6 ELEMENTARY TEACHERS

2023-2024
Slate Valley has an anticipated opening for 

the 2023-2024 school year. 
If you desire to work on a collaborative team, 
grow in your role as an educator, and become 

part of a community through relationships 
with students and colleagues, Slate Valley 

holds opportunities for you. We have 
openings at all grade bands.

Candidate must meet Vermont State Teacher 
Licensing requirements.

For additional information, contact Deb 
Infurna, Principal debinfurna@svuvt.org or 

Amy Roy, Principal amy.roy@svuvt.org
Apply at:  

slatevalley.tedk12.com/hire/index.aspx
Positions will remain open until filled. EOE

SLATE VALLEY 
UNIFIED UNION

SCHOOL DISTRICT
SPEECH LANGUAGE 

PATHOLOGIST 
Anticipated vacancy for 2023-2024 
Speech Language Pathologist (SLP-
CCC/Educational Speech Language 

Pathologist) needed to support Fair Haven 
Union Middle and High School students 
with identified needs. Diverse caseload 

and ability to work with students across a 
variety of school environments in grades 

7-12. Excellent communication and 
collaboration skills required.  Appropriate 

professional license required. 
For more information, please contact  

Kris Benway, Director of Special Services at 
802-265-4905 ext. 2551 or  

kbenway@svuvt.org
Apply at:  

slatevalley.tedk12.com/hire/index.aspx
Positions will remain open until filled. EOE

SLATE VALLEY 
UNIFIED UNION

SCHOOL DISTRICT
SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHER 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Slate Valley is seeking a full-time Special 

Education Teacher for the Elementary 
level, serving in a PreK through grade 6 

school for the 2023-2024 School Year. Small 
caseload and supportive work environment 

exists. Special Education Certification 
required; preference will be given to those 

with experience in teaching reading.  
Position begins August 23, 2023 for the 

2023-24 school year.
For more information please contact  

Kris Benway, Director of Special Services 
at 802-265-4905 ext. 2551 or email at 

kbenway@svuvt.org
Apply at:  

slatevalley.tedk12.com/hire/index.aspx
Positions will remain open until filled. EOE

SLATE VALLEY 
UNIFIED UNION

SCHOOL DISTRICT
MTSS COORDINATOR 

Immediate Opening
SVUVT is seeking a skilled educator/

educational leader to serve as the MTSS 
Coordinator to support schools in the 
implementation of Slate Valley’s MTSS 

procedures.  The MTSS Coordinator will 
work closely with the leadership team to 

support a district-wide MTSS program that 
uses data to meet the needs of all students 
through academic, behavior, and social-
emotional behavioral learning (SEBL) 
interventions. The MTSS Coordinator 

will support staff in the implementation of 
instructional strategies and help transform 

their practice from a teacher-driven model to 
a student-driven model.  

The position requires a Master’s degree, 5+ 
years of teaching experience and 3-5 years of 
successful educational leadership experience. 
The successful candidate will have extensive 
knowledge in PBIS, RTI, UDL, MTSS and 

research based intervention practices as well 
as exceptional interpersonal, written and 

verbal communication skills.
For more information, please contact: Casey 

O’Meara, Director of Curriculum  
comeara@svuvt.org

Apply at:  
slatevalley.tedk12.com/hire/index.aspx

Positions will remain open until filled. EOE

$1,000 SIGNING BONUS
Accounting Assistant

Are you interested in doing valuable work 
that supports our community and the 

environment? Consider joining our team 
as an Accounting Assistant!

We seek a dedicated individual to assist our
Finance Department with various accounting tasks.

Some travel between our Middlebury, Randolph
and Bradford offices will be required.

Position Requires:
• Strong attention to detail
• An Associate Degree or Certificate in Accounting or 

equivalent experience
• A minimum of 2 years of accounting work experience
• Ability to maintain a high level of confidentiality
• Ability to maintain a positive attitude
• A high level of professionalism
• Strong communication skills
We offer a competitive salary and excellent benefits, including:
• 25 paid days off to start (Holidays & PTO)
• 100 % Employer paid Health insurance + funds towards 

deductible (HRA plan)
• Retirement plan with employer match
• Long & short-term disability insurance
• Life Insurance
• Access to low-cost dental and vision insurance with a 50% 

Employer premium match
• Employee Assistance Program
Please visit https://www.trivalleytransit.org/job-openings/ and 
complete our application in addition to submitting your resume 
for consideration of employment. Submit resume via email 
to: hmessier@trivalleytransit.org.

We are accepting resumes/application
through Monday, February 20, 2023 or until position is filled.

Employment is contingent upon passing required background checks.
TVT is an AA/EEO Employer

Don’t
miss

a beat
Read

the Addy
Indy

online,
in print, or
on the go!

Call
388-4944

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent
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TOWN of MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT
WARNING

Annual Town Meeting
March 6 and March 7, 2023

The legal voters of the Town of Middlebury, in the County of Addison, the State 
of Vermont are hereby warned and notified to meet at the Middlebury Union High 
School Auditorium at 73 Charles Avenue in Middlebury  on Monday, March 6, 
2023 at 7:00 P.M. to act on Articles 1 through 7, and to discuss Articles 8 through 
10, and on Tuesday, March 7, 2023 from 7:00 A.M. through 7:00 P.M. at the 
Recreation Center, 154 Creek Road in Middlebury, to vote by Australian ballot on 
Articles 8 through 10 as provided by the Middlebury Town Charter.

With respect to Article 8, the legal voters of the Town of Middlebury are further 
notified that an informational meeting will be held on Monday, March 6, 2023 at 
7:30 p.m. at the Middlebury Union High School Auditorium for the purpose of 
reviewing the proposal for issuing a bond for construction of a water tank for its 
public drinking water system.  Information on the bond proposal will be presented 
under Article 7 of the Annual Town Meeting Warning.
Article 1 To act upon the reports of the Town Officers. 
Article 2 Shall the voters of the Town of Middlebury vote to adopt the proposed 

budget for the Fiscal Year 2024 (July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024) in 
the amount of $12,921,448 with a portion thereof in the amount of 
$8,553,380 to be raised by taxes and $809,308 to be allocated from 
annual local option tax receipts in excess of debt and maintenance 
requirements of the Cross Street Bridge to offset spending for Capital 
Improvements?

Article 3 Shall the voters of the Town of Middlebury vote, pursuant to 24 VSA 
§ 2408(a), to authorize the Selectboard to apply up to $228,496 from 
the Cross Street Bridge Reserve Fund to offset increased capital 
improvement expenses of $92,860 and PD Adaptive Reuse Building 
debt service expense of $135,636? 

Article 4 Shall the voters of the Town of Middlebury vote, pursuant to 24 VSA 
§ 2408(a), to authorize the Selectboard to apply up to $295,000 
from the Cross Street Bridge Reserve Fund for the purchase of the 
former Maverick Gas Station at 82 Court Street for the purpose of 
reconfiguring the intersection of Court Street, Monroe Street and 
Charles Avenue? 

Article 5 Shall the voters of the Town of Middlebury vote, pursuant to 24 VSA 
§ 2408(a), to authorize the Selectboard to apply up to One Million 
Dollars ($1,000,000) from the Cross Street Bridge Reserve Fund for 
the purpose of constructing of a water tank for its public drinking water 
system?

Article 6 Shall the voters of the Town of Middlebury vote to collect taxes on 
real property for fiscal year 2023/2024 in TWO equal installments 
due in the Treasurer’s Office on the 15th day of November 2023 and 
the 15th day of March 2024?

Article 7 To transact other business proper to be done.
[For voting by Australian Ballot on Tuesday, March 7, 2023,

polls open from 7:00 A.M. to 7:00 P.M.]
Article 8 Shall general obligation bonds or notes of the Town of Middlebury in an 

amount not to exceed Three Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars 
($3,500,000) subject to reduction from available alternate sources of 
funding, be issued for the purpose of financing the construction of 
a water tank for its public drinking water system, the estimated cost 
of such improvements being Three Million Five Hundred Thousand 
Dollars ($3,500,000). 

Article 9 Shall the Town vote to adopt the following amendments to the 
Charter of the Town of Middlebury? 

Language to be added is underlined, and deleted language has a strikethrough.
*Section 302, Elective officers, revise (a) by deleting “(7) Town 
Treasurer” from the list of officers elected by the Town at its annual 
Town Meeting:

(7) Town Treasurer

* Section 305, Treasurer, revise (a) as follows:

(a) The Treasurer shall be appointed by the Selectboard. elected annually 
at the annual meeting and shall serve for a three year term.

* Section 306, Appointed Officers, revise (d), by adding “(7) a Town 
Treasurer” to the list of officers the appointed by the Selectboard:

(7) a Town Treasurer

Article 10 To elect officers as required by the Middlebury Town Charter.
The legal voters of the Town of Middlebury are further notified that voter 
qualification, registration and absentee voting shall be as provided in Chapters 
43 and 51 of Title 17, Vermont Statutes Annotated.
Dated at Middlebury, Vermont this 24th day of January 2023.

Brian R. Carpenter, Chair     Lindsey Fuentes-George, Vice Chair
Heather Seeley, Farhad Khan, Dan Brown, Andy Hooper, Isabel Gogarty

MIDDLEBURY SELECTBOARD

Tuesday 12:30pm to 4:30pm

APPOINTMENTS REQUIRED.

802-388-1966
addisoncountyclerk@gmail.com

Addison County Courthouse
The Addison County Clerk
located in Frank Mahady
Courthouse is available

to accept passport applications
and provide  passport photos.

REGULAR HOURS
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday

9am to 1pm

Full Passport Service

 ADDISON CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 
ASBESTOS IN SCHOOLS PERIODIC NOTICE

The Federal Environment Protection Agency requires that the public, 
persons employed in, and parents of students attending any school building 
containing asbestos of a friable (possible crumbling) nature must be notified 
of its presence and location. Further, the agency requires that inspections be 
made and that maintenance be performed to eliminate risk.

lnspections were made of all schools in the Addison Central School 
District in 1979 by the Vermont Department of Health. ln those inspections, 
asbestos was found in the boiler rooms and pipe lagging of the following 
schools: Bridport, Cornwall, Mary Hogan, Middlebury Union High School, 
and Weybridge. Asbestos is also found in the floor tiles of the School District, 
but it is encapsulated in the tile. lt presents no hazard unless it is disturbed 
and crumbles. No risk to inhabitants of the building was indicated as long as 
adequate maintenance is performed.

New cycles of inspections will be performed periodically. An Asbestos 
Management Plan for each school has been developed by the State and a 
copy is available for inspection in each school.

Eric Warren, Designated Person - Asbestos Addison Central School District

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Middlebury Development Review Board will hold a public hearing(s) at 
the Middlebury Municipal Offices, Large Conference Room, 77 Main Street, 
Middlebury, VT on Monday, February 27, 2023, beginning at 7:00 p.m. to 
consider the following application(s). The hearing will be available to participants 
via a Zoom video link. The Zoom link will be provided on the meeting agenda 
posted on the Town’s website.

1. Application (file #2023-27:077.000-CU) is a request by Donald Monroe 
and Alice White for the demolition and removal of the historic home 
located at 32 South Street pursuant to the Middlebury Zoning Regulations 
(MZR) Section 690. Specifically, applicants propose to demolish the 
existing home to build a new single-family home on the property. The 
property is identified as parcel #027077.000, located in the R-8 zoning 
district.  

The application(s) will be heard in the order listed. Plans and additional 
information may be viewed at the Planning and Zoning Office in the Town 
Offices or by calling 388-8100, Ext 226.  Participation in this public hearing 
is a prerequisite to the right to take any subsequent appeal as an “interested 
person(s)”. Interested persons wishing to participate in this hearing may do so 
by contacting David Wetmore at 388-8100, Ext. 226 or by email at dwetmore@
townofmiddlebury.org. 
 David Wetmore
 DRB Coordinator, AZA

The Monkton Development Review Board will hold the following hearing on 
February 27, 2023, beginning at 7:30 P.M. The hearings will be held in person 
at the Town Office, located at 92 Monkton Ridge. The hearings will also be 
available via Zoom and login information is below.

Preliminary Plat Application #2020-04-MAJ of Lynne Caulfield for a 
3-lot subdivision located at 866 Bristol Rd (Parcel ID 05.103.017.001) 
in the RA-2/RA-5 Zoning Districts.

An electronic copy of the applications can be obtained by emailing zoning@
monktonvt.com. A hard copy of the application is available at Town Hall by 
appointment. Please call 802-453-3800 to make an appointment.

Remote Access: Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/ • Meeting ID: 821 1683 9768 • Passcode: 679652

Phone In: 1-646-558-8656 • Meeting ID: 821 1683 9768 • Passcode: 679652

TOWN OF MONKTON 
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY SELECTBOARD MEETING
ROOM 116 – LARGE CONFERENCE ROOM

TOWN OFFICES – 77 MAIN STREET
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2023 - 7:00 P.M.

Also available via Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82214842375
By Phone: +1 646-558-8656 (not toll-free)

Webinar ID: 822 1484 2375
For those wishing to watch but not participate:

Selectboard meetings are livestreamed to MCTV’s YouTube Channel:
https://www.youtube.com/user/MCTVVermont

and also broadcast live on Comcast Channel 1071

AGENDA
7:00     1. **Call to Order
            2. *Approval of Agenda
 3. *Approval of Consent Agenda
 3a. Approval of Minutes of the January 24, 2023 Regular Select 

board Meeting 
 3b. Acceptance of Minutes of Selectboard Subcommittee Meeting 

Minutes
 3c. Approval of Growing Urban Forests 2022 Grant Timeline 

Extension
 3d. Approval of Caring for Canopy 2022 Grant Timeline Extension
 3e. Consent Agenda Placeholder
 3f. Consent Agenda Placeholder
 3g. Town Manager’s Report
     - Date of Town/College Lunch postponed to March 10, 2023       
 4. **Citizen Comments [Opportunity to raise or address issues not 

otherwise included on this agenda] 
7:05      5. **Agenda Placeholder
 6. *Appointment of Representative to Addison County Economic 

Development Corporation
7:10     7. * Emmalee Cherington, Director of Public Works Planning - Rec-

ommendations & Updates from the February 9, 2023 Infrastructure 
Committee Meeting

 7a. Approval of Halladay Road Pump Station Construction Con-
tract Change Order for Purchase of Generator

 7.b. Approval of Halladay Road Pump Station Engineeing Agree-
ment for Construction Phase

 7.c. Approval of Gorham Lane Engineering Agreement
 7.d. Approval of Roger’s Road Pump Station Engineering Agree-

ment
 7.e. Approval of Foote Street Agreement Engineering Agreement
 7.f.  Project Updates
7:30 8. *Joe McVeigh, President, Ilsley Library Board of Trustees, and 

Dana Hart, Library Director, with the Ilsley 100 Project Team’s 
Recommended Option

 8.a. **Consideration of Contract with CPG Enterprises, Christine 
Graham, Principal, for fundraising assistance for the Library build-
ing project

	 8.b.	**Consideration	of	proposed	request	for	qualifications
8:00 9. **Stonecrop Meadows (Seminary Street Extension Housing 

Initiative) request for Town support of its pre-application for 
Vermont Community Development Program (VCDP) grant funding 
and letter of support for Community Recovery and Revitalization 
Program funding

8:10 10. *Chief of Police Tom Hanley regarding a Dispatch Pilot Project 
with	Addison	County	Sheriff’s	Office

8:20 11. *Memorandum of Understanding with Counseling Service of 
Addison County for Allocation of National Opioid Settlement Funds

 12. **Consider Draft Letter of Support for Project Based Tax 
Increment Financing District Legislation to Middlebury’s Legislative 
Delegation 

8:30 13. **Agenda Placeholder
  14. *Approval of Check Warrants
 15. **Board Member Concerns
 16. **Executive Session – Not Anticipated 
 17. **Action on Matters Discussed in Executive Session
8:45     18. *Adjourn 

      * Decision Item      ** Possible Decision

TOWN OF MONKTON
MOUNTAIN ROAD CULVERT REPLACEMENT

MONKTON, VERMONT
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed Bids for the construction of the Town of Monkton – Mountain Road 
Culvert Replacement will be received by the Town of Monkton at the Monkton 
Town Hall, 92 Monkton Ridge, North Ferrisburgh, VT 05473, until 3:00 pm local 
time on Wednesday, March 8, 2023. Bids received will be “publicly” opened 
and read. Bidders providing bids by mail shall allow for delivery time. The 
Project consists of removal of an existing temporary 8 ft diameter by 40 ft long 
culvert and the installation of H-piles, cast-in-place concrete abutments, and 
post tensioned precast concrete superstructure bridge with a span of 25 feet on 
Mountain Road in Monkton, VT.

Bids will be received for a single prime Contract. Bids shall be on a lump sum 
and unit price basis, as indicated in the Bid Schedule.

The Issuing Office for the Bidding Documents is: Otter Creek Engineering, Inc., 
P.O. Box 712, 404 East Main St., Middlebury, VT, (802) 382-8522. Prospective 
Bidders may examine the Bidding Documents at the Issuing Office on Mondays 
through Fridays between the hours of 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., and may obtain copies 
of the Bidding Documents from the Issuing Office as described below.

Printed copies of the Bidding Documents may be obtained from the Issuing 
Office, during the hours indicated above, upon payment of $150.00 for each set. 
Checks for Bidding Documents shall be payable to “Otter Creek Engineering, 
Inc.” mailing address: P.O. Box 712, East Middlebury, VT 05740. Upon 
request and receipt of the document payment indicated above, the Issuing Office 
will transmit the Bidding Documents. The date that the Bidding Documents are 
transmitted by the Issuing Office will be considered the Bidder’s date of receipt of 
the Bidding Documents. Partial sets of Bidding Documents will not be available 
from the Issuing Office. Neither Owner nor Engineer will be responsible for 
full or partial sets of Bidding Documents, including Addenda if any, obtained 
from sources other than the Issuing Office. Neither Owner nor Engineer will be 
responsible for issuing Addenda if any, to parties obtaining Bidding Documents 
from sources other than the Issuing Office.

Electronic copies of Bidding Drawings and Documents are available 
upon request to all parties recorded as having officially received the Bidding 
Documents from the Issuing Office, as portable document format (PDF) files, 
via e-mail.

A pre-bid conference will be held at 9:00 am local time on Tuesday, February 
21,2023 at the Monkton Town Hall followed by a visit to the project site. 
Attendance at the pre-bid conference is highly encouraged but is not mandatory.

Bid security shall be furnished in accordance with the Instructions to Bidders.
Owner: Town of Monkton
By: Stan Wilbur
Title: Town Administrator
Date: February 9, 2023

CITY OF VERGENNES
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Development Review Board will hold a public 
hearing on February 27, 2023, at 7:00 PM for the following purpose:

To consider site plan and conditional use review for application #2023-04 by 
Sienna Construction LLC  for a nine-unit multi-household structure at (0) Armory 
Lane    Reviews will consider Article VII, Article VIII, and Section 1605.

Please note that the hearing will be held as a “hybrid meeting”, with participa-
tion either in person, by ZOOM, or by phone.  The in-person meeting will be held 
in the conference room at City Hall.

Join by computer: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85906470948, meeting pass-
word: 656417. 
Join by phone:  Dial 1 (929) 205-6099; Meeting ID: 859 0647 0948;  Meeting 
Passcode: 656417. 
For participants joining by phone:  
          To raise your hand during the meeting, press *9.  
          To mute/unmute during the meeting, press *6

If you experience any difficulty in accessing this meeting, contact Zoning Ad-
ministrator Peter Garon at 802-377-9527.

You must participate in the public hearing either in person or in writing, in or-
der to take any subsequent appeal.  The City of Vergennes is an “on the record” 
appeal municipality with regard to appeals to Environmental Court from Devel-
opment Review Board decisions.  This means that the Environmental Court shall 
only consider testimony or information provided during public hearings on the 
application.  Interested parties should therefore assure that their participation 
in the public hearing proceedings is complete and represents the totality of their 
desired considerations. 

A copy of the application is available for public review by contacting Peter 
Garon at pgaron@vergennes.org.  
 February 7, 2023
 Peter Garon, Administrative Officer

   
  Public 

Notices 
Index

Public Notices for the  
following can be found in this  
ADDISON INDEPENDENT  

on Page 13B and 14B.

VERGENNES — Vergennes 
police were called on Feb. 1 
to handle a case of a juvenile 
allegedly stealing three non-
alcoholic beverages from the 
Main Street Champlain Farms 
convenience store. 

Police said they had a discussion 
with the juvenile and his family, 
and the culprit agreed to write a 
letter of apology and compensate 
the store for the beverages. 
Police said it was an arrangement 
agreeable to all parties. 

In other action between Jan. 
30 and Feb. 5, Vergennes police 
responded to a false alarm; 
ordered the towing of a car that 
was in violation of the city’s 
ban on overnight parking on city 
streets; conducted 14 traffic stops, 
two patrols by cruiser, and three 
property watches; fingerprinted 
three job applicants; and:

On Jan. 31, dealt with a minor 
two-vehicle accident on South 
Water Street.

On Feb. 2:
• Helped Vergennes Union High 

School personnel calm an unruly 

student.
• Checked on the welfare of a 

Hillside Drive apartment resident, 
who was determined to be OK.

On Feb. 4, contacted a city 
resident on behalf of Middlebury 
fire officials regarding sprinkler 
activation at Middlebury Union 
High School. 

On Feb. 5, tried unsuccessfully 
to find the owner of a phone that 
Middlebury police had traced to 
the city after a distress call had 
been placed from it.

Police Log
Vergennes

Juvenile cited for beverage thefts 

Plymouth State Univeristy in 
Plymouth, N.H. has announced it’s 
dean’s and president’s list honorees 
for the fall 2022 semester. A 
number of Addison County 
students were among those named 
to the list, including:

Dean’s list (GPA 3.5 and 3.69): 
Ian Fairchild of Bristol and 
Ashley Tierney of Vergennes. 

President’s lists (GPA 3.7 and 
above): Madeline Fuller of 
Brandon, Jalen Cook of Bristol, 
Alyssa Whitcomb of Bristol, 
Martha Horne of Middlebury, 
and Janelle Kitchin of Vergennes

ADDISON  COUNTY

School News

Addison (1)
Addison Central School District 

(1)
Addison County Courthouse (1)

Cornwall (1)
Hannaford Career Center (1)

Middlebury (3)
Monkton (2)

Mount Abraham Unified School 
District (1)
Panton (1)
Ripton (1)

Sheldon Museum (1)
Shoreham (1)

State of Vermont (1)
Vergennes (1)

MARKET REPORT
ADDISON COUNTY

COMMISSION SALES
RT. 125 • EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT

We value our faithful customers.
Sales at 3 pm - Mon. & Thurs.

call 1-802-388-2661

Total Beef - 180   Total Calves - 222

Sales for 2/2/23 & 2/6/23
  COST
BEEF LBS. /LB $
P. Livingston 1915 1.08 $2068.20
Deer Valley 1170 1.05 $1228.50
Monument Farms 1090 1.05 $1144.50
Ethan Allen Farm 1765 1.00 $1765.00
T. Debevoise 1645 .98 $1612.10
Woodnotch 1895 .93 $1762.35
Tud Hope Farm 1660 .90 $1494.00

  COST
CALVES LBS. /LB $
M+L Quesnel 103 3.10 $319.30
H. Degraaf 99 3.10 $306.90
Barnes B&W 108 3.00 $324.00
Champlainside 97 3.00 $291.00



PAGE 14B — Addison Independent, Thursday, February 9, 2023

TOWN OF ADDISON
PUBLIC NOTICE

The Town of Addison Development Review Board will meet on Monday, 
February 27, 2023 at 7:00 P.M.  at the Addison Town Clerk’s Office. to address 
the following applications:

1. Application (#22-11) from Richard Thurber requesting Board’s 
approval for a sketch plan for a 3-lot subdivision (BLA) located on 
Lake Street, Addison, VT. The sketch plan will show no plans for 
development at this time, only wants to subdivide for an easier 
transfer of the property at a later date to a relative. This was tabled 
until meeting a new reconfiguration to meet road frontage and 
requirements for Section 3.7, (tax map ID# 4-02-21).

2. Application (#22-12) Richard Thurber---is not ready—table until 
March meeting.

3. Application (#23-01) John Spencer requesting Conditional-use 
approval for an existing  barn located at 3345 VT RTE 22A (tax map 
ID# 6-17.2).

The applications are available for inspection at the Town Clerk’s Office 
during normal office hours. Interested parties who wish to appeal or to be heard 
must attend the hearing or may be represented by an agent or an attorney. 
Communications relating to the application may be filed in writing with the Board 
either before or during the hearings.

N.B.: Participation in a hearing is necessary to establish status as an 
“interested party” and the right to appeal a decision rendered in that hearing, 
according to the provisions of 24 V.S.A. 117 S.S.4464 (a) (1) (C), 4465(b) and 
4471 (a). Participation consists of offering through oral or written testimony, 
evidence or a statement of concern directly related to the subject of the hearing. 
 Respectfully Submitted,
 John Spencer, Chair
 Starr Phillips, Board Secretary
 Michael Wojociechowski, Zoning Administrator

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
TOWN OF CORNWALL

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD
The Cornwall Development Review Board will hold a public hearing on 

Wednesday, March 1, 2023 at 7 pm. 
The hearing will be held by Zoom and in person at the Town Hall.  An 

online meeting link and a dial in number will be published on the agenda for the 
meeting, so that Board members, the applicant, and interested members of the 
public may participate electronically or by telephone.  The agenda will be posted 
at least 48 hours before the hearing at the Town Hall and the Town Garage, and 
on the Town’s website.  

Purpose of the hearing:
To hear an application for final subdivision approval by Rose Torrey, Trustee 

of the M. Hartley MacFadden Trust, to subdivide 17.33 acres located at 625 
Vermont Route 30, in Cornwall, Vermont, into 3 lots. The Cornwall Development 
Review Board granted preliminary approval of the proposed subdivision on 
January 13, 2023.  

Electronic copies of this application are available to the public on the Town’s 
website, www.cornwallvt.com.  The application is also available to the public at 
the Cornwall Town Clerk’s office, 2629 Route 30, Cornwall, Vermont.  You are 
free to review the file for any additional information concerning this particular 
matter.

Persons wishing to be heard at this public hearing, or their representatives 
(a licensed Vermont Attorney or an authorized agent), may participate in the 
hearing by using the online meeting link or the dial in number, or in person.  
Please note that in accordance with Chapter 117, Section 4464, of the Vermont 
statutes, participation in this public hearing is a prerequisite to the right to make 
subsequent appeal. 

WARNING – February 28, 2023 & March 7, 2023
PATRICIA A. HANNAFORD REGIONAL TECHNICAL 

SCHOOL DISTRICT ANNUAL
MEETING FEBRUARY 28, 2023 & MARCH 7, 2023
Member Towns: Addison, Bridport, Bristol, Cornwall, Ferrisburgh, 

Lincoln, Middlebury, Monkton, New Haven, Panton, Ripton, Salisbury, 
Shoreham, Starksboro, Vergennes, Waltham, and Weybridge.

The legal voters of the Regional Technical School District are hereby warned to 
meet at the Hannaford Career Center, Middlebury, Vermont in said district on 
February 28, 2023 at 5:00 P.M., to transact and vote on the following business:

ARTICLE 1: To elect the following officers:
 a) A Moderator       b) A Treasurer       c) A Clerk
ARTICLE 2: To hear and act upon the reports of the Treasurer and Auditors of 
the District.
ARTICLE 3: To see if the voters of said District will vote to authorize its Board of 
Directors to borrow money, pending receipt of payment from member districts, 
by the issuance of its notes or orders payable not later than one year from date 
for the purpose of paying the sum approved by the voters.
ARTICLE 4: To see if the voters of said District will vote to authorize its Board 
of Directors to assign Twenty-Five Thousand Dollars ($25,000) of the school 
district’s FY22 fund balance into the Health Reserve Fund.
ARTICLE 5: To see if the voters of said District will vote to authorize its Board 
of Directors to allocate its remaining FY22 fund balance as follows: assign Two 
Hundred and Seventy-five Thousand Dollars ($275,000) of the school district’s 
FY22 fund balance as revenue for the 2023-2024 operating budget.
ARTICLE 6: To do any other business proper to come before said meeting.
The meeting will then be recessed to March 7, 2023 on which date member 
district voters are further warned to vote on the articles listed below by 
Australian ballot at their respective polling places:
ARTICLE 7: Shall the voters of the Patricia A. Hannaford Regional Technical 
School District approve the school board to expend $4,829,146 which is the 
amount the school board has determined to be necessary for the ensuing 
fiscal year? This budget represents a 17.66% increase over expenses for the 
current year. It is estimated that this proposed budget, if approved, will result in 
education spending at the Patricia A. Hannaford Career Center to be $26,910 
per full-time equivalent student on a 6-semester trailing average. This projected 
spending per full-time equivalent student is 10.41% higher than spending for the 
current year.
 Dated this 19th day of January, 2023 at Middlebury, Vermont.
 Suzanne S. Buck, Chair
 PAHRTSD

The legal voters of the Mount Abraham Unified School District, consisting of the 
Towns of Bristol, Monkton, New Haven, and Starksboro are hereby notified and 
warned to meet in person (Mount Abraham Large Cafeteria) on Tuesday, February 
28, 2023, at 6:00 PM, to consider and act upon the following articles (1-8) and 
to discuss the articles to be voted upon by Australian ballot (Articles 9-11 and 
Town article regarding the Lincoln exit agreement). Legal voters who attend via 
Zoom may not act upon articles from the floor but may participate for informational 
purposes only. All legal voters are hereby warned that voting shall take place by 
Australian ballot on Tuesday, March 7, 2023, from 7:00 A.M. to 7:00 P.M. at the 
official polling places of the respective Towns comprising the district.

Please visit the link below to join the Zoom meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86384562512?pwd=2OHC2WNEIoGAclfe58RqPEZS

6NagAQ.1
Meeting ID: 863 8456 2512

Passcode: MAUSD
To Phone In

Dial 1-301-715-8592 or 1-646-558-8656
follow the prompts (meeting ID): 863 8456 2512

Passcode: 967950
To be acted upon on Tuesday, February 28, 2023.
Article 1: To elect a moderator who shall assume office immediately and serve a 
one-year term or until the election and qualification of a successor.
Article 2: To elect a Clerk who shall assume office on July 1, 2023 and serve a 
one-year term or until the election and qualification of a successor.
Article 3: To elect a Treasurer who shall assume office on July 1, 2023 and serve a 
one-year term or until the election and qualification of a successor.
Article 4: To establish the salaries for the elected officers of the District.
Article 5. To hear and act upon the reports of the School District directors and 
officers.
Article 6: To discuss articles to be voted upon by Australian ballot (Articles 9-11 
and Town article regarding the Lincoln exit agreement).
Article 7: To transact any other business which may legally come before this 
meeting.
Article 8: To adjourn the meeting until 7:00 AM March 7, 2023, when voting by 
Australian ballot shall commence.

To be voted upon by Australian ballot on March 7, 2023.
Article 9: Shall the legal voters of the Mount Abraham Unified School District 
authorize the School Board of Directors to deposit $438,504 of the District’s 
unaudited fund balance in the Capital Reserve Fund? The total unaudited fund 
balance as of June 30, 2022, is $438,504.
Article 10: Shall the legal voters of the Mount Abraham Unified School District 
authorize the School Board of Directors to transfer an amount not to exceed 
$1,700,000 from the Capital Reserve Fund into the general fund to pay for 
expenses related to the lobby and bathroom renovation project at Mt. Abraham 
Union High School? The balance of the Capital Reserve Fund as of June 30, 2022 
was $1,780,118. In consideration of passage of this Article and Article 9 the new 
balance of the Capital Reserve Fund will be no less than $518,622.

Article 11: Shall the legal voters of the Mount Abraham Unified School District 
authorize the School Board of Directors to expend $33,868,900.00, which is the 
amount the School Board of Directors has determined to be necessary for the 
2023-2024 school year?

For the purpose of voting by Australian ballot:
In person voting will be available at local polling places on March 7, 2023, from 

7am – 7 pm. To request to have an MAUSD absentee ballot mailed to you, please 
contact your Town Clerk, or use the “My Voter Page” online resource from the 
Secretary of State which can be found here: https://mvp.vermont.gov/. Please 
make your request for mailed ballots to your Town clerk no later than February 28, 
2023. Absentee ballots must be returned before the close of the Town Clerk’s office 
on the day before the election, or to the polling place before 7:00PM on the day of 
the election, in order to be counted.
Voters of the Town of Bristol will vote at Holley Hall located at 1 South St, Bristol, 
VT 05443. The Polls will open on Tuesday, March 7, 2023, at 7:00 AM and close 
at 7:00 PM.
Voters of the Town of Monkton will vote at the Monkton Town Offices located at 
92 Monkton Ridge, Monkton, VT 05469. The Polls will open on Tuesday, March 7, 
2023, at 7:00 AM and close at 7:00 PM.
Voters of the Town New Haven will vote at the New Haven Town Hall located at 70 
North St, New Haven, VT 05472. The Polls will open on Tuesday, March 7, 2023, 
at 7:00 AM and close at 7:00 PM.
Voters of the Town of Starksboro will vote at the Robinson Elementary School 
located at 41 Parsonage Rd, Starksboro, VT 05487. The Polls will open on 
Tuesday, March 7, 2023, at 7:00AM and close at 7:00 PM.
Upon closing of the polls in Monkton, New Haven and Starksboro, the ballot boxes 
will be sealed, transported to, and re-opened at Holly Hall in the Town of Bristol, 
where the ballots will be counted and comingled by a tabulator under observation 
of representatives of the Boards of Civil Authority of the Towns of Bristol, Monkton, 
New Haven and/or Starksboro under the supervision of the Clerk of the Mount 
Abraham Unified School District.
The legal voters of the Mount Abraham Unified School District are further notified 
that voter qualification and registration relative to said meeting shall be as provided 
in Section 706(u) of Title 16, and Chapters 43, 51 and 55 of Title 17, Vermont 
Statutes Annotated.
On behalf of the Mount Abraham Unified School District Board of Directors:
Dawn Griswold, Chair of the Board Dated this 30 day of January 2023
Kevin Hanson, Board Member Dated this 30 day of January 2023
Liz Sayre, Board Member, Clerk Dated this 31 day of January 2023
Krista Siringo, Board Member, Vice Chair Dated this 31 day of January 2023
Erin Jipner, Board Member Dated this 31 day of January 2023
Bailee Layn-Gordon, Board Member Dated this 30 day of January 2023
Kristen Toy, Board Member Dated this 31 day of January 2023
Brad Johnson, Board Member Dated this 31 day of January 2023
Sarah LaPerle, Board Member Dated this 30 day of January 2023
Kris Pearsall, Board Member  Not available to vote on 01-30-23
Steve Rooney, Board Member Dated this 31 day of January 2023
Received for the record and recorded this 31 day of January 2023 by:
Jennifer Bauer, Clerk of the District

MOUNT ABRAHAM UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
(Bristol, Monkton, New Haven, Starksboro)

TOWN OF PANTON
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Development Review Board will convene the following public hearing at 
the Town Hall 3176 Jersey St. Panton, VT 05491 and by Zoom at 6:00 p.m. on 
Thursday March 9, 2023.

To consider an application from Charles Cushman 165 VT RTE 22A Panton, 
VT (23-301) for a review of the proposal for a change in conditional use to Home 
Occupation III from Home Occupation II in accordance with the provisions of the 
Town’s Zoning Regulations.

These applications are available for inspection at the Town Clerk’s Office.  
Interested parties who wish to appeal or be heard at the hearing may do so 
by attending in person or by a Zoom session and may also be represented by 
an agent or an attorney.  (Information for the Zoom session login can be found 
on the Town of Panton Web page or by contacting the Assistant Town Clerk at 
475 2333 Option 2.) Communications relating to the application may be filed in 
writing with the Board either before or during the hearing.

N.B.: Participation in the hearing is necessary to establish status as an 
‘interested person’ and the right to appeal a decision rendered in that hearing, 
according to the provisions of 24 V.S.A. 117 §§4465(b) and 4471(a).  Participation 
consists of offering, through oral or written testimony, evidence or a statement of 
concern directly related to the subject of the hearing.

David Martini
Zoning Administrator

TOWN OF RIPTON
REQUEST FOR BIDS

Project STP MM 19(18) Sand Shed: The Town of Ripton seeks bids for 
construction of a new 72’ x 140’ membrane sand & salt shed with related sitework 
including a new paved driveway and stormwater improvements. Bidders shall be 
on the VTrans Contract Administration pre-qualified list of “Building Construction 
Category”. Plans are available for $40 per set from the Town Office, 1311 VT Rte 
125, Ripton, or electronically; phone 802-388-2266; email ajdickinson@riptonvt.
org & pscott@riptonvt.org. Bids are due at NOON 2/17/2023.

HENRY SHELDON MUSEUM OF VERMONT HISTORY
NOTICE TO PUBLIC OF INTENT 

TO REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS
February 9, 2023

Vermont Agency of Commerce and Community Development 
Grace Vinson, Environmental Officer

1 National Life Drive, Montpelier, Vermont 05620
(802) 622- 4336

Request for Release of Funds
On or about February 17, 2023 the Henry Sheldon Museum of Vermont 

History in Middlebury will submit a request to the Vermont Agency of Commerce 
and Community Development (the Agency) to release the Community Project 
Funding (CPF) funds under the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2022 (P.L 117-
103 (the Act), to undertake a project known as Historic Window Restoration and 
HVAC Energy Upgrades for the purpose of removing, restoring, and reinstalling 
windows in the Museum’s historic Judd-Harris House and replacing Smith oil-
fired burners with a natural gas boiler. The project is located at 1 Park Street, 
Middlebury, VT 05753. The total estimated cost of the project is $152,000; 
approximately Vermont Arts Council Cultural Facilities Grant ($20,067) to be 
applied to the boiler replacement and Windows Sponsorship donations from 
individuals, couples, and groups ($11,420), the 1772 Foundation ($10,000), the 
Vermont Division for Historic Preservation ($20,000), and the Osprey Foundation 
($4,760.73) to be applied to the restoration of the windows, and $85,000 in CPF 
funding. 

The activities proposed are categorically excluded under HUD regulations at 
24 CFR Part 58 from National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requirements. 
An Environmental Review Record (ERR) that documents environmental 
determinations for this project is on file at the Vermont Department of Housing 
and Community Development, 1 National Life Drive, Montpelier, Vermont 05620.

Public Comments
Any individual, group, or agency may submit written comments on the ERR to 

the Agency, Attn: Environmental Officer, Agency of Commerce and Community 
Development, Department of Housing and Community Development, One 
National Life Drive, Davis Building, 6th Floor, Montpelier, Vermont, 05620 or 
via email at grace.vinson@vermont.gov. All comments received byFebruary 16, 
2023 will be considered by the Department prior to authorizing SSSA request for 
release of funds. 

Environmental Certification
The Agency is certifying to the HUD that Ann Kroll, in her official capacity 

as Director of Federal Programs, consents to accept the jurisdiction of the 
Federal Courts if an action is brought to enforce responsibilities in relation to 
the environmental review process and that these responsibilities have been 
satisfied. The Agency’s approval of the certification satisfies its responsibilities 
under NEPA and related laws and authorities and allows the Agency to use CPF 
funds.

Objections to Release of Funds
The Agency will accept objections to its release of funds and the Agency’s 

certification for a period of fifteen days following the anticipated submission date 
or its actual receipt of the request (whichever is later) only if they are on one of the 
following bases: (a) the certification was not executed by the Certifying Officer, 
Ann Kroll, Director of Federal Programs; (b) the Agency has omitted a step or 
failed to make a decision or finding required by HUD regulations at 24 CFR part 
58; (c) the grant recipient or other participants in the development process have 
committed funds, incurred costs or undertaken activities not authorized by 24 
CFR Part 58 before approval of a release of funds by the Agency; or (d) another 
Federal agency acting pursuant to 40 CFR Part 1504 has submitted a written 
finding that the project is unsatisfactory from the standpoint of environmental 
quality.

Objections must be prepared and submitted in accordance with the required 
procedures (24 CFR Part 58, Sec. 58.76) and shall be addressed to Attn: 
Grace Vinson, Environmental Officer, Agency of Commerce and Community 
Development, One National Life Drive, Davis Building, 6th Floor, Montpelier, 
Vermont 05620. Potential objectors should contact the Agency to verify the 
actual last date of the objection period.

TOWN OF SHOREHAM
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Development Review Board will hold a public hearing on Friday, 
February 17, at 7:00 p.m. at the Town Office to consider a request for a waiver 
of setbacks of application (#22-033) in accordance with provisions of the Town 
Zoning Regulations. The project involves construction of a concrete pad with 
two electrical cabinets for high-speed fiber optic internet service on Town-owned 
land on Firehouse Road. The applicant (Addison County Communications 
Union District, dba Maple Broadband) requests a waiver of front yard setback/
conditional use for the public facility. 

The application is available at the Town Office for review, by appointment 
only.  Participation in this proceeding is a prerequisite to the right to make any 
subsequent appeal.

Attendees are expected to comply with current State of Vermont guidance 
regarding the Executive Order No. 01-20, Declaration of State of Emergency 
in Response to COVID-19, Addendum 16.  The Town of Shoreham requires all 
persons visiting the Town Office to wear a facial covering.

For those who prefer to attend the meeting remotely either by videoconference 
or by phone, please contact the Town Office or email johnk.zbashoreham@
gmail.com prior to 4 p.m. on the date prior to the hearing (February 16, 2023) to 
obtain a web conference link or phone number to call-in.
 John Kiernan, Chair

By law, public notice of proposed rules must be given by publication in 
newspapers of record. The purpose of these notices is to give the public a 
chance to respond to the proposals. The public notices for administrative rules 
are now also available online at https://secure.vermont.gov/SOS/rules/ . The 
law requires an agency to hold a public hearing on a proposed rule, if requested 
to do so in writing by 25 persons or an association having at least 25 members.

To make special arrangements for individuals with disabilities or special 
needs please call or write the contact person listed below as soon as possible. 

To obtain further information concerning any scheduled hearing(s), obtain 
copies of proposed rule(s) or submit comments regarding proposed rule(s), 
please call or write the contact person listed below. You may also submit 
comments in writing to the Legislative Committee on Administrative Rules, State 
House, Montpelier, Vermont 05602 (802-828-2231).

PROPOSED STATE RULES

STep Ahead Recognition System (STARS) Rules.
Vermont Proposed Rule: 23P002
AGENCY: Agency of Human Services, Department for Children and Families
CONCISE SUMMARY: The State of Vermont’s child care Quality Recognition 
and Improvement System (QRIS) is called STep Ahead Recognition System 
or STARS. The system is informed by the unique culture and identity of 
quality practices in Vermont’s early childhood and afterschool programs and 
offers equitable opportunities for programs and providers to engage in the 
improvement system. QRIS are designed to recognize provider strengths, to 
support family choice, and to improve children’s experiences in early childhood 
and afterschool programs. One goal of QRIS is to support early childhood and 
afterschool programs in fostering healthy development and preparing young 
children for future learning and life success. The proposed rule replaces 
the graduated point system and arenas with levels and content areas. The 
proposed rule also provides the Department with flexibility to update content 
areas based on evidence and research within the field.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT: Leslie Bergeron, Agency of 
Human Services, Department for Children and Families, Child Development 
Division 280 State Drive, NOB 1 North, Waterbury, VT 05671 Tel: 802-760-
9282 Email: leslie.bergeron@vermont.gov URL: https://dcf.vermont.gov/cdd/
laws-rules.
FOR COPIES: Johanna Vaczy, Agency of Human Services, Department for 
Children and Families, Child Development Division 280 State Drive, NOB 
1 North, Waterbury, VT 05671 Tel: 802-904-3161 Email: johanna.vaczy@
vermont.gov.

Email your Public Notices to legals@addisonindependent.com
and Jenna makes sure it gets in the paper.

     Public Notices  can be found in this
ADDISON INDEPENDENT  on Pages 13B and 14B.
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Todd Goodyear, Samantha Martin, Caroline Engvall and Meridith McFarland sing in the Greek chorus behind lead actor Dana DeWitt in “Medea” by Christopher Durang. This is 
one of the two comedic plays that Theater 1-2-3 will perform on Feb. 24, 25 and 26 at Holley Hall in Bristol. INDEPENDENT PHOTO / STEVE JAMES

he stage is set; the audience is 
seated; the curtain rises… Putting on 
a play, is as easy as 1-2-3, right?

“Easy” might be a stretch, but a 
group in Bristol is trying to make 
acting at least accessible to anyone 
interested. 

“Let’s get some 
live theater going 
in Bristol!” read a 
Front Porch Forum 

posting from Carl and Caroline Engvall, on 
behalf of the Bristol Gateway Players. “We’re 
resurrecting Theater 1-2-3. In a nutshell, it’s 
rehearsing and performing one-act plays 
for two months, two nights a week, and 

doing three performances…. I see it as a 
way for anyone to do some acting without 
committing to something huge like a musical 
or Shakespeare…. All are welcome, no matter 
how much (or little) acting experience you’ve 
had. Best of all, no auditions! If you want to act, 
you’re in!”

This is the third round of Theater 1-2-3, Engvall 
explained in a recent interview. There were two 
other rounds before the pandemic; then it all 
got shut down. This time, Engvall decided to 
partner with the Bristol Recreation Department. 

“We have this beautiful hall, and theater 
is something that we’re missing,” Bristol’s 
Recreation Director Meridith McFarland 
explained sitting in front of the Holley Hall 

stage. “We need theater in here.”

So when Engvall approached the rec 
department with the idea to partner with the 
Bristol Gateway Players to put on another 
round of Theater 1-2-3, it was an easy “yes.”

“We’re excited to partner with the Bristol 
Gateway Players,” she said. “We can give it a 
social media push, and help get the word out 
about this group… It’s nice to be able to say the 
Bristol Players are back.”

McFarland even took it a step further, and is an 
actor in this round too. 

“As someone who’s never acted before, Carl 
SEE THEATER ON PAGE 3

1-2-3 Act! Bristol’s one-act plays are back

ELSIE
 LYNN PARINI
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iddlebury Community Players 
proudly presents its February 
2023 production of Oscar Wilde’s 
classic comedy, “The Importance 
of Being Earnest.”

Set in late-19th century England, 
the play pokes fun at the 
pretentiousness of the upper-

class Victorian society that forces Jack and 
Algernon to create fictitious lives to avoid the 
social repercussions of their seemingly less 
attractive lifestyles. But their clever tricks 
become increasingly difficult to maintain 
when they insist on proposing marriage to the 
women they love.

Director Peter Kristoph, who most recently 
directed Edward Albee’s “Who’s Afraid of 
Virginia Woolf?” for MCP’s Company Be, has 
assembled a talented cast of both veteran 
and newcomer area actors, featuring Asa 
Baker-Rouse as Algernon Moncrieff, Kevin 
Commins as Lady Bracknell, Adam Gould as 
Jack Worthing, David Harcourt as Lane, Tom 
McElhaney as Dr. Chasuble, Kimberlee Moyer 
as Miss Prism, Olivia Olson as Cecily Cardew, 
Michael Purdue as Merriman, and Jillian Torres 
as Gwendolen Fairfax.

The show is stage managed by Dora Greven 
and co-produced by Kristen Ginsburg and 

Jane Kimble. Performances are on Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday, Feb. 16-18, at 7:30 p.m., 
as well as a matinee on Sunday, Feb. 19, at 
2 p.m., at Middlebury’s Town Hall Theater. 
Tickets are $12 on Thursday night, and $17 

for the remaining shows, plus a $2 THT fee, 
and are available at the Town Hall Theater 
Box Office (802-382-9222 or townhalltheater.
org). More information about the show is at 
middleburycommunityplayers.org.

Oscar Wilde’s classic comedy takes the stage

M

Marrying Mongolia: A Memoir
— Sas Carey

Book Launch
Friday, February 17th at 7 PM

Champlain Valley Unitarian Universalist Society
2 Duane Court, Middlebury

(Free will offering)

For sale at the Vermont Book Shop and online or from the author
For further information, contact sas@nomadicare.org or 802-349-9019

Signed and 
personalized books 

available
Paperback

- 304 pages, 16 
pages of colored 

photos - $30
Published 2023
by International 
Polar Institute

What led Sas
Carey to end up in 

Mongolia’s taiga
with Dukha reindeer herders?

“The Importance of Being Earnest” opens Feb. 16 at Town Hall Theater in Middlebury.
PHOTOS COURTESY OF DAVID DEVINE
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THEATER
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

made 
it easy 
to feel 
included,” 
McFarland 
said. “I 
am super 
busy, but 

the rehearsals two times a week is doable, 
which is really nice.”

Engvall, a recently retired Middlebury Union 
High School science teacher, is doing his 
best to break down any barriers to acting 
with no auditions and a manageable 
rehearsal schedule.

“If you show up you get a part,” he said. 
“We’re very informal in that way. I want 
to make it easy for people interested in 
theater but who are intimidated by the 
auditions part… I’ve noticed in many theater 
companies, they can tend to rely on the 
same people all the time, and I worry about 
that approach excluding people.”

Engvall got his start in theater in 
kindergarten. “I was a theater dork all the 
way through college,” he explained. “I did a 
tiny bit of professional theater, then went to 
get my BA in Zoology.”

After a long career at MUHS, he now does 
home energy audits, works as a handyman 
and, of course, directs theater.

Theater 1-2-3 will perform two one-act 
plays at the end of February (both are 
comedies): “Roll Over, Beethoven” by David 
Ives, and “Medea” by Christopher Durang. 
Admission is free, with donations benefitting 
the Bristol Gateway Players.

“I play Medea,” said Dana DeWitt, a first-time 
actor from Bristol. “I did the murder mystery 
at Holley Hall back in October, but that’s it 
for acting… In terms of acting experience: I 
have absolutely none.”

DeWitt is also a science teacher at Mount 
Abraham Union High School, and first 
noticed Theater 1-2-3 a few years ago when 
one of her neighbors was in a production.

“He certainly wasn’t an ‘actor,’” she 
remembered. “So I thought, ‘Golly, if he can 
do it so can I!’”

When she saw the posting pop up again, 
she figured she’d give it a try.

“It is very challenging and out of my comfort 
zone,” said DeWitt, who plays the lead role 
to this farce of the ancient Greek tragedy 
written by Euripides. “It’s helpful how 
structured the rehearsals are, and I get 
a lot of feedback and encouragement… I 
appreciate that Carl is aware of how new I 
am to acting.”

“Everyone who shows up brings their own 
strength and charisma,” Engvall added 
enthusiastically. “It’s all about the little 
surprises.” 

Like, they discovered two of the actors in 
this round of Theater 1-2-3 can actually sing 
really well. 

“It was jaw-dropping,” McFarland said. 

“They did the whole big toe in the sand 
thing,” Engvall said smiling. “But they knew 
they had chops… When an actor brings a 
surprise — that’s the good stuff.”

“I’m on stage every day as a teacher,” 
DeWitt said, “but, oh my goodness, I 
didn’t realize acting was so hard! Trying to 
understand the character… and realizing 
I don’t know how this character would 
respond to different situations… it’s an 
exciting challenge.”

“I see Theater 1-2-3 as a great way to do 
theater, with low impact on participants’ 
lives,” Engvall reiterated. “It’s like theater 
training light bootcamp for people who 
want to try theater. There’s very much an 
education component; and hopefully it 
starts to act as a feeder program for our 
larger productions.”

“Anybody can do it,” DeWitt encouraged. 
“It’s fun and Carl will help you be the actor 
that’s inside!”

DETAils
What:  “Roll Over, Beethoven” 

by David Ives, and “Medea” by 
Christopher Durang 

When: Feb. 24 and 25, at 7 p.m., and 
Feb. 26, at 2 p.m.

Where: Holley Hall, Bristol 
Cost: Free-will donations benefit the 

Bristol Gateway Players
Contact: Bristol Rec office at 802-453-

5885 or recdirector@bristolvt.org.

Terry Ryan plays Jason in a one-act comedy 
coming to Holley Hall at the end of February.

INDEPENDENT PHOTO / STEVE JAMES
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Cornwall Community Coffeehouse: Uncle Joe
Coming up on Thursday, Feb. 16, come 
out to Cornwall Congregational Church 
to see Uncle Joe at the monthly Cornwall 
Community Coffee House perform at 7 p.m.

Uncle Joe has steadily been gaining 
popularity throughout Addison County over 
the past couple years. What began as a 
side project for three members of Blues 
Without Borders has grown into so much 
more. Expect to hear a variety of folk, rock, 
blues, folk-rock and Americana. They’ll play 

songs you know as well as some fantastic 
but more obscure covers. In addition to 
the eclectic mix of cover tunes, Uncle Joe 
features the original work of Mike Burbank 
and his collaborator and good friend the late 
Brendan Murphy.

There’s no entry fee, but cash donations for 
the performers are graciously accepted. 
Refreshments provided by the Friends of 
Cornwall School.

more
BLUeS WITHoUT 
BorDerS AT SoUTH 
moUNTAIN TAVerN  
IN BrISToL oN FeB. 14

Looking for some live music on 
Valentine’s Day? Come out to South 

Mountain Tavern in Bristol 
to see Blues Without 
Borders. Blues Without 
Borders is a rocking blues 
band in the Champlain 
Valley. Featuring Deb Tier. 
The show is on Tuesday, 
Feb. 14, from 7-9 p.m.

mIDDLeBUrY NeW 
FILmmAKerS FeSTIVAL 
ALUmS GrAB oSCAr 
NomINATIoNS
Middlebury New Filmmakers Festival 

alums have recently secured 
Academy Award nominations for 
their brilliant work. These alumni 
include: 
Beth Levison, Producer, “The Martha 
Mitchell Effect,” Nominated for Best 
Documentary Short Subject

Daniel Roher, Director, “Navalny,” 
Nominated for Best Documentary 
Feature
Nick Paley, Writer, “Marcel the Shell with 
Shoes On,” Nominated for Best Animated 
Feature

The 2023 Oscars will be held March 12. 
Good luck!

GLoBAL rooTS FILm 
FeSTIVAL oPeNS FeB. 16
The annual Global Roots Film Festival 
returns this year with a focus on 
International Feature Submissions to 
the 2023 Academy Awards. Taking place 
over 4 days, the festival will showcase 11 
films from four continents, some of which 
have been nominated, others that have 
been shortlisted and few that have been 
neither but are equally excellent. Each 
of the 11 films in this festival speaks for 
a different culture and way of thinking. 
Films will be screened Feb. 16-19, at Main 
Street Landing Performing Arts Center in 
Burlington. The full program and line up is 
now live on VTIFF.org.

MUSIC
U P C O M I N G

“The Summer of Walter Hacks,” directed 
by George Woodard and produced by 
Gerianne Smart, is a story about young 
farm boy, during one hard summer in 1952 
where after a tragedy on the farm, he and 
his brother are faced with some tough 
decisions. The story focuses on Walter 
who must grow up fast to deal with an 
unexpected turn of events.

Walter Hacks has a vivid imagination and 
like most boys his age in the 1950s, he is 
drawn to the cowboy image he has seen 
on the big screen. As he travels around on 
his bicycle (his horse) helping fix farmers’ 
equipment, his adventures parallel the 
western movies he loves…. the getaway, 
the showdown, the shootout, the runaway 
stagecoach (a farm tractor), saving the 
beautiful girl from impending doom and 
riding off into the sunset.

Winner of the Harold and Margaret Blank 
Award at the 2010 Vermont International 
Film Festival and nominated for “Best 
Screenplay” and “Best Stunts” by the 
Maverick Awards, the film has enjoyed 
many sold out or nearly sold-out screenings 

since its premiere in 2010.

This film will screen at three locations in 
Feburary: 

• Saturday, Feb. 11 – Waterbury Brookside 
Primary School – 6:30 p.m.

• Sunday, Feb. 19 – Vergennes Opera 
House – 2 p.m.

• Saturday, Feb. 25 – Morrisville River Arts 
– 6:30 p.m.

Filmed in black and white, “The Summer of 
Walter Hacks” is an accurate presentation of 
a time gone by and a film that would appeal 
to people from nine to 90 years of age.  

Tickets are $7 and will be sold at the door 
or at VergennesOperaHouse.org (for the 
Vergennes screening only).

As a bonus, at the end of each screening 
George Woodard will show a preview of 
his new film “The Farm Boy,” a WWII era 
story about a young man from a farm who 
is sent to Europe in what would become 
The Battle of the Bulge.  His newest 
film will premiere in late March. Visit 
HangingMudflapProductions.com for more.

‘The Summer of Walter Hacks’ comes 
to the Vergennes Opera House, Feb. 19

FILM N E W S

tUNES
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ARIES: March 21/April 20. You might feel 
caught up in a daze this week, Aries. Your mind 
continues to wander, but your thoughts will 
settle down soon 
enough.

TAURUS: April 21/
May 21. Make an effort 
to bring more people 
onto your side, Taurus. 
You can’t possibly 
win everyone over, 
but others might be 
receptive to your ideas 
with the right approach.

GEMINI: May 22/June 
21. A sit down with a 
higher-up could be in 
order soon, Gemini. 
Explain your attributes 
and what you have 
been doing for the 
company and make an 
effort to compromise, if 
necessary.

CANCER: June 22/July 
22. Cancer, you are still 
following through with 
resolutions to be more 
organized. Start slowly 
and build up to bigger 
projects when you gain 
confidence in your 
abilities.

LEO: July 23/Aug. 
23. Celestial energy 
has you temporarily 
doubting your abilities, 
Leo. Normally you are 
quite confident in your 
creativity. Give things 
a little time to settle 
down.

VIRGO: Aug. 24/Sept. 22. Virgo, excitement 
could be on the horizon. Caution is needed, but 
don’t hesitate to embrace the renewed vigor this 
development inspires.

LIBRA: Sept. 23/Oct. 23. Libra, this week you 
may start micromanaging other people without 
even realizing it. You certainly want things to be 

in order, but sometimes 
you have to let others 
be.

SCORPIO: Oct. 24/
Nov. 22. Retail therapy 
has its allure this 
week, Scorpio. If you 
must buy, direct your 
purchasing dollars 
toward a sweetheart 
for Valentine’s Day 
or another special 
occasion.

SAGITTARIUS: Nov. 
23/Dec. 21. Sagittarius, 
ground yourself with 
the small luxuries in 
your life that bring you 
joy. This could be the 
company of friends or 
cherished mementos.

CAPRICORN: Dec. 22/
Jan. 20. Misinformation 
seems to circulate with 
ease, but don’t believe 
everything you hear this 
week, Capricorn. You 
may need to do some 
fact-checking of your 
own.

AQUARIUS: Jan. 21/
Feb. 18. Aquarius, you 
could be tempted to 
indulge in a little gossip 
as the rumors start 
flying this week. Take 
the high road and resist 
the urge to join in.

PISCES: Feb. 19/March 
20. Pisces, if you feel a little off your game this 
week,  find a friend who can offer you a pep talk. 
That’s all you need to bounce back.

OPEN: M-F 10-5 and Saturday 9:30-4

260 Court Street, Middlebury, Vt. 05753
802-388-3559   www.middleburysewnvac.com

Offer valid Feb. 1 - 28, 2023GET DETAILSGET DETAILS

with purchase of a
creativecreative
iconicon™™ 2 2

Enjoy a

$1,000$1,000
IN-STOREIN-STORE

SHOPPING SHOPPING 
SPREESPREE

Roses, Cut Flowers, Chocolates, 
 Stuffed Bears & Balloons!

Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30, Sat. 10-2
Rte 7 So., Middlebury • 802-388-2800
www.middleburyfloralandgifts.com

BRISTOL • VT

 

453-7799

Tues-Thurs 11am-5pm
Fri 11-7pm, Sat 10am-5pm
Sun 11-3pm • Closed Mon

Winter Classes 
starting soon!

See website for details!

hermitthrushfiberco.com

FEB. 9 — Michael B. Jordan, actor (36)

FEB. 10 — Leontyne Price, opera singer (96)

FEB. 11 — Damian Lewis, actor (52)

FEB. 12 — Charles Darwin, naturalist (d) 

FEB. 13— Stockard Channing, actor (79)

FEB. 14 — Danai Gurira, actor/playwright (45)

FEB. 15 — Sir Ernest Shackleton, explorer (d)

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

ART
O N  E X H I B I T

BRANDON ARTISTS GUILD
7 Center St, Brandon
brandonartistsguild.org | 802-247-4956

“2023 Student Art Show.” It’s the annual artapalooza! 
Every February BAG stages an art explosion, filling 
the gallery with work from students in the Brandon 
elementary school, middle and high schools. On view 
Feb. 3-26. Student visitors to the gallery can enter a 
raffle to win art supplies, too.

EDGEWATER AT THE FALLS
1 Mill Street, Middlebury
Visit edgewatergallery.com, call 802-458-0098 or email 
info@edgewatergallery-vt.com for more info.

“Inner Landscapes,” a new collection of abstract 
paintings by Sara Katz based on an exploration of 
botanical forms. Katz was raised in Cabot, Vt., on a 
vegetable farm with a greenhouse and nursery and 
therefore often returns to the study of plant life, which 
is both a familiar and important theme in her life. In this 
series the forms dance with bold colors and dynamic 
compositions filled with movement and energy. On view 
through February.

JACKSON GALLERY
68 S Pleasant Street, Middlebury
Visit townhalltheater.org/jackson-gallery or call 802-382-
9222 for more info.

“We’re All At A Party Called Life On Earth!” An art 
installation celebrating humanity, harmony, and 
diversity, by Fran Bull and Robert Black. The exhibit 
will be on view through Feb. 18.

MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE  
MUSEUM OF ART
72 Porter Field Rd, Middlebury
For more info visit middlebury.edu/museum/exhibitions.

“Urban Cadence: Street Scenes from Lagos 
and Johannesburg” features work by Akinbode 
Akinbiyi, Akintunde Akinleye, Kelechi Amadi-Obi, 
Jude Anogwih, Jodi Bieber, Donna Kukama, Sabelo 
Mlangeni, Uche Okpa-Iroha, and Jo Ractliffe. This 
exhibit tells the multifaceted stories of two urban 
environments — Lagos, Nigeria and Johannesburg, 
South Africa — experienced through the artistic 
expressions of photography and video. On view Feb. 
14-April 23. 

PHOTOPLACE GALLERY
3 Park Street, Middlebury
For more info visit photoplacegallery.com.

“Portals: Windows, Mirrors, Doors,” featuring 35 
images for exhibition in the gallery, and 40 for the 
Online Gallery. A portal can be an architectural feature: 
a gate, a doorway, a window, a mirror, or a tunnel, that 
frames or isolates or adds a new dimension to the 

SEE EXHIBITS ON PAGE 7
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CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

CALENDAR
THURSDAY, FEB. 9
“A SHADOW ON THE WALL” ON STAGE IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, Feb. 9, 7 p.m., Hannaford 
Career Center, 51 Charles Ave. Addison Repertory 
Theater presents this student-written and produced 
Victorian ghost story. Desserts at intermission provided 
by PHCC Glass Onion. Tickets $15, available at 
addisonrep.ludus.com More info at 802-382-1036.

FRIDAY, FEB. 10
LIVE! WITH KATIE RUNDE IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, 
Feb. 10., 5:30-7 p.m., Edgewater Gallery on the Green, 
6 Merchants Row. Join us at Edgewater Gallery on the 
Green to view Katie Runde’s portraits, hear her discuss 
the body of work and enjoy live music featuring Runde.

“A SHADOW ON THE WALL” ON STAGE IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Friday, Feb. 10, 7 p.m., Hannaford Career 
Center, 51 Charles Ave. See Feb. 9 listing.

BREANNA ELAINE IN BRANDON. Friday, Feb. 10, 7:30 
p.m., Brandon Town Hall, 1 Conant Sq. Rutland-based 
singer songwriter Breanna Elaine will hold an album 
release party for her second record, Seedlings. She 
will be backed by two excellent local musicians, Jared 
Johnson on bass and Aaron Martin on drums. Kristian 
Montgomery opens the show. Tickets $18 in advance 
through Seven Days tickets, or $20 at the door. 

SATURDAY, FEB. 11
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB CROSS-COUNTRY SKI AND 
EXPLORE IN RIPTON. Saturday, Feb. 11, Ripton Trails. 
Meet at 9:30 a.m. in Ripton and take the bus (free) from 
Ripton Center 4.7 miles, then ski back. If no snow or bad 
snow, we will use snowshoes or grippers, and bring 
a mask for bus ride. Contact Deb Lewis at dlewis@

bredeson.com for information or to register. More at 
gmcbreadloaf.org.

FAMILY SNOWSHOE SCAVENGER HUNT IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, Feb. 11, 9:30 a.m., Chipman 
Hill Trailhead. Have you ever been interested in trying 
out some snowshoes? They can provide a great way 
to explore on- and off-trail in the winter. No experience 
necessary. Just bring a willingness to have fun in the 
snow. We’ll meet at Chipman Hill in the morning, give a 
snowshoe how-to, and then you’ll be able to complete 
the scavenger hunt at your own pace. At the end we’ll 
have a fire and hot cocoa at an overlook. Snowshoes 
will be provided. Dress warmly, bring a phone or 
camera to take photos. Registration required at maltvt.
org/events. All ages welcome. Member adult $5/non-
member adult $8/youth 13 and under free. 

LC JAZZ WINTER THAW IN VERGENNES. Saturday, 
Feb. 11, 7 p.m., Vergennes Opera House, 120 Main St. 
One of the favorite events of the season, bringing 
neighbors and friends out from their homes and into 
the warmth of the Vergennes Opera House. Fantastic 
music provided by many familiar faces in a 17-piece 
orchestra with singers to boot. Be sure to bring your 
dancing shoes and a little something to donate toward 
the LC Jazz High School Music Scholarship fund. Free. 
Doors and cash bar open at 6:30 p.m. 

“A SHADOW ON THE WALL” ON STAGE IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, Feb. 11, 7 p.m., Hannaford 
Career Center, 51 Charles Ave. See Feb. 9 listing.

MIKE + RUTHY IN LINCOLN. Saturday, Feb. 11, 7:30 
p.m., Burnham Hall, 52 E. River Rd. The February Ripton 
Community Coffee House will be on the second 
Saturday instead of the usual first Saturday and feature 
Mike + Ruthy (of The Mammals). Artistry and authenticity, 
with fiery fiddle and banjo, emotionally potent 

harmonies, and dynamic stories. General admission 
$15 Generous admission $20-$25 or pay what you can. 
Advance tickets recommended. More info at rcch.org.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 15
“FRIDA KAHLO” ON SCREEN IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Wednesday, Feb. 15, 11 a.m., Town Hall Theater, 68 S. 
Pleasant St. This highly engaging film takes us on a 
journey through the life of one of the most prevalent 
female icons: Frida Kahlo. She was a prolific self-
portraitist, using the canvas as a mirror through all 
stages of her turbulent and, at times, tragic life. This 
personal and intimate film offers privileged access to 
her works and highlights the source of her feverish 
creativity, her resilience and her unmatched lust for life, 
men, women, politics and her cultural heritage. Tickets 
$15. More info at townhalltheater.org.

NEWSIES JR. THE MUSICAL IN LINCOLN. Wednesday, 
Feb. 15, 12:30 and 7 p.m., Burnham Hall, 52 E. River 
Rd. Red Cedar School 5th-8th grade students will be 
performing the musical, “Newsies JR.” Everyone is 
welcome.

JASON HILL TALK IN MIDDLEBURY. Wednesday, 
Feb. 15 6:30-8:30 p.m., Champlain Valley Unitarian 
Universalist Society, 2 Duane Ct. As part of the Green 
Mountain Club Breadloaf section annual meeting, 
Jason Hill, a conservation biologist from the Vermont 
Center for Ecostudies will present a 45-minute talk and 
slideshow about Mountain Birdwatch, a citizen science 
program on montane birds in New England and 
Quebec. More info at gmcbreadloaf.org.

THURSDAY, FEB. 16
UNCLE JOE IN CORNWALL. Thursday, Feb. 16, 7 p.m., 
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MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY TELEVISION:

P.O. Box 785, Middlebury, Vt. 05753MCTV SCHEDULE Channels 1071 & 1091
Please see the MCTV website, www.middleburycommunitytv.org, for changes 
in the schedule; MCTV events, classes and news; and to view many programs 

online. Submit listings to the above address, or call 388-3062.

MCTV Channel 1071
Friday, February 10
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight
7:30 a.m. Congregational Church 
10 a.m. Selectboard 
12 p.m. State House - Omnibus Bill
2 p.m. State House - Substance 

Misuse and Prevention Update
3:01 p.m. Gov. Scott Press Conference
4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Church 
5:30 p.m. Energy Week
8 p.m. State House - Agriculture and 

Food System Strategic Plan
Saturday, February 11
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight 
5:13 a.m. Sen. Bernie Sanders - State of 

the Working Class
6 a.m. Health Care Industry Overview 

7  Childcare Financial Assistance 
Programs

7:50 a.m. Policy Briefing for Legislators 
on Health Care

9 a.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
10 a.m. Selectboard
11:50 a.m. RAND Early Care and 

Education Financing Study Health 
Care Reform All Payer Model Report

1:43 p.m. State House - Medicaid 101 & 
Blueprint for Health 

4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Service
5:30 p.m. Eckankar

6:00 p.m. Energy Week
7:00 p.m. Catholic Mass
7:30 p.m. Gov. Scott, Public Affairs 
11 p.m. VICII - Our economy in Crisis
Sunday, February 12
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight 
5 a.m. Omnibus Housing Bill
7 a.m. RAND Health Study
9 a.m. Catholic Mass
10 a.m. Energy Week
11 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
1 p.m. State House - Right to Farm & 

School Lunch Program
4 p.m. Congregational Service
5:30 p.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
6:30 p.m. Eckankar
7 p.m. Catholic Mass
7:30 p.m. Healthcare Policy Briefing
Monday, February 13
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight
9 a.m. Energy Week
10 a.m. Select Board, Public Affairs
7 p.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
8 p.m. Dr. John Campbell
Tuesday, February 14
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight
5 a.m. Energy Week
6 a.m. Dr. John Campbell
9:30 a.m. Eckankar
10 a.m. Select Board, Public Affairs
4 p.m. Congregational Service

5:30 p.m. Energy Week
7 p.m. Select Board, Public Affairs
Wednesday, February 15
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight
5:30 a.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
6:30 a.m. Energy Week
7:30 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
9:30 a.m. Catholic Mass
10 a.m. Select Board, Public Affairs
5 p.m. Dr. John Campbell
6 p.m. Energy Week
7 p.m. Select Board, Public Affairs
Thursday, February 16
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight
8 a.m. Congregational Service
11 a.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
12 p.m. Select Board, Public Affairs
8 p.m. Energy Week
9 p.m. Eckankar  
10 p.m. Dr. John Campbell

MCTV Channel 1091 
Friday, February 10
6:35 a.m. Feeding the Homestead, 18th-

Century Gardeners
12 p.m. 15 years in the Himalayas - An 

Accidental Humanitarian
5:30 p.m. School Board Meetings
10 p.m. 15 years in the Himalayas
Saturday, February 11
4 a.m. Yoga

5:55 a.m. Music (and Poetry) in the 
Morning - Erik Nielson

7:30 a.m. Owls of New England
8:45 a.m.  Wintering Birds
9:30 a.m. Moments with Melinda; 

Interview with Jon Erickson
10 a.m. School Board Meetings
1 p.m. 18th-Century Gardeners
4:30 p.m. Yoga for Kids
5 p.m. All Things LGTQ
6 p.m. We are all In This Together
7:35 p.m. Moments with Melinda
8:05 p.m. Milton Artist’s Guild
8:32 p.m. Owls of New England
Sunday, February 12
4:54 a.m. 18th-Century Gardeners 
6 a.m. Music in the Morning
8 a.m. The Effects of Winter Ticks on 

Moose Ecology
9:07 a.m. Winter Ecology of White-tailed 

Deer
10:35 a.m. Wintering Birds
4 p.m. All Things LGBTQ 
5 p.m. VYO - Orchestra Palooza 
6:30 p.m. White-tailed Deer
7:39 p.m. Winter Ticks on Moose 
9 p.m. 15 years in the Himalayas
Monday, February 13
5 a.m. Yoga
8 a.m. School Board Meetings
12 p.m. Winter Ticks on Moose 

1:07 p.m. White-tailed Deer
2:16 p.m. Wintering Birds
4 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
5 p.m. Milton Artist’s Guild
5:30 p.m. Owls of New England
6:45 p.m. Education Finance Policy
Tuesday, February 14
7 a.m. School Board Meetings
1 p.m. All Things LGBTQ 
2 p.m. Owls of New England
3:15 p.m. Education Finance Policy
4:30 p.m. Yoga for Kids
5:30 p.m. State Board of Education
Wednesday, February 15
6:30 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
7:30 a.m. Shedding Light on 

Neurodegenerative Diseases
12 p.m. State House Education 

Meetings 
6 p.m. School Board Meetings
Thursday, February 16
5 a.m. Yoga
9 a.m. School Board Meetings
3:05 p.m. Neurodegenerative Diseases
4:30 p.m. Yoga for Kids
5 p.m. All Things LGTQ
6 p.m 18th-Century Gardeners
7:05 p.m. Neurodegenerative Diseases
8:30 p.m. State House Education 

Meetings
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Cornwall Congregational Church, Route 30. Cornwall 
Community Coffee House welcomes Uncle Joe, a band 
that has steadily been gaining popularity throughout 
Addison County over the past couple years. What 
began as a side project for three members of Blues 
Without Borders has grown into so much more. Expect 
to hear a variety of folk, rock, blues, folk-rock and 
Americana. There’s no entry fee, but cash donations for 
the performers are graciously accepted.  Refreshments 
provided by the Friends of Cornwall School.

“THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST” IN 

MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, Feb. 16, 7:30 p.m., Town Hall 
Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. Middlebury Community 
Players proudly presents its February 2023 
production of Oscar Wilde’s classic comedy. Set in 
late-19th century England, the play pokes fun at the 
pretentiousness of the upper-class Victorian society 
that forces Jack and Algernon to create fictitious lives 
to avoid the social repercussions of their seemingly less 
attractive lifestyles. Tickets $14 (opening night)/$19 all 
other performances, available at townhalltheater.org or 
802-382-9222.

FRIDAY, FEB. 17
SAS CAREY BOOK LAUNCH IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, 
Feb. 17, 7 p.m., Champlain Valley Unitarian Universalist 
Society, 2 Duane Ct. Sas Carey will launch her book 
“Marrying Mongolia: A Memoir” at this event. Find out 
what led Carey to to end up in Mongolia’s Taiga with 
Dukha reindeer herders. Signed and personalized 
copies of the book will be available.

“THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST” IN 

MIDDLEBURY. Friday, Feb. 17, 7:30 p.m., Town Hall 
Theater, 68 S. (See Feb. 16 listing).

SATURDAY, FEB. 18
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE OR SNOWSHOE IN 

SHELBURNE. Saturday, Feb. 18, Shelburne Farms. 
Walk or snowshoe the Farm Trail from the Welcome 
Center. Moderately difficult 4-5 miles. Bring a snack 
or lunch, water, and dress to the weather in thermal 
layers (avoid cotton). Ankle gaiters and hiking poles 
are recommended. Be prepared for ice and snow. 
Contact Ruth Penfield at 802-458-1116 or ruthpenfield@
gmail.com for details including start time. More at 
gmcbreadloaf.org.

1774 HIS MAJESTY’S GARRISON OF TICONDEROGA 

REENACTMENT IN TICONDEROGA, N.Y. Saturday, 
Feb. 18, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Fort Ticonderoga. See Fort 
Ticonderoga on the eve of the American Revolution as 
British soldiers and their families live in this peacetime 
fort on the frontier. Get a hands-on perspective on what 
was it like to be a British soldier, soldier’s wife, or child 
here. Discover how soldiers and their families made a 
comfortable life here at this historic military post.

STORIES FROM VERMONT MIGRANT WORKERS 

IN VERGENNES. Saturday, Feb. 18, 10 a.m., Bixby 
Memorial Library, 258 Main St. A panel of three 
migrant workers from Blue Spruce Farm in Bridport 
will share their personal experiences crossing into the 
U.S. and traveling to Vermont from a small town in 
Oaxaca, Mexico. Come listen to their stories and learn. 
Moderated by Patricia Reid (local advocate) and Julia 
Doucet (Open Door Clinic). The first 20 attendees will 
receive a free copy of the Vermont Reads 2022 book, 
“The Most Costly Journey,” a graphic novel illustrating 
migrant worker stories. 

KING PEDE CARD PARTY IN FERRISBURGH. Saturday, 

Feb. 18, 6:30 p.m., Ferrisburgh Town Hall and Community 
Center, Route 7. A sandwich supper followed by an 
evening of fun and games. King Pede is an unusual 
game that involves “trick-taking” techniques such as in 
Hearts and Spades or Pitch. This is a game of fun and 
skill so come prepared to use your strategic thinking.

“THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST” IN 

MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, Feb. 18, 7:30 p.m., Town Hall 
Theater, 68 S. (See Feb. 16 listing).

SUNDAY, FEB. 19
“THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST” IN 

MIDDLEBURY. Sunday, Feb. 19, 2 p.m., Town Hall 
Theater, 68 S. (See Feb. 16 listing).

picktop
RUTLAND-BASED SINGER/

SONGWRITER BREANNA 
ELAINE CELEBRATES THE 

RELEASE OF HER SECOND 
ALBUM SEEDLINGS WITH HER 

BAND FRIDAY, FEB. 10, AT 
BRANDON TOWN HALL, 7:30 

P.M. KRISTIAN MONTGOMERY 
WILL OPEN THE SHOW. TICKETS 

ARE $20 AT THE DOOR.

image. In a fictional sense, 
a portal is also a magical 
doorway that connects 
two locations in space 
or time. Juried by Laura 
Moya. On view through 
Feb. 24.

SHELDON MUSEUM
1 Park Street, Middlebury
For more info visit henrysheldonmuseum.org

“Artists in the Archives: Community, History & Collage.” 
Artists from Canada, Denmark, Ireland, Poland, Scotland, 
Ukraine, and several US states created collages to 
explore how the archival material expresses an aspect of 
a community. On view through summer 2023.

SPARROW ART SUPPLY
52 Main Street, Middlebury
Visit sparrowartsupply.com or call 802-989-7225  for more info.

“Magenta,” is an electrifying display of the color 
magenta. Showcasing works by over 50 artists, “Magenta” 
celebrates this vibrant hue across monotone pieces, 
and it appears as a pop of color to bring focus in others. 
This energetic all-media show exudes joy, optimism, 
and bravery, some inspiring qualities to carry throughout 
2023. On view through March 11.

EXHIBITS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5
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he Middlebury College Museum of 
Art will feature a new exhibit from 
Feb. 14-April 23. Come check out 
“Urban Cadence: Street Scenes from 
Lagos and Johannesburg” with work 
by these artists: Akinbode Akinbiyi, 
Akintunde Akinleye, Kelechi Amadi-
Obi, Jude Anogwih, Jodi Bieber, 
Donna Kukama, Sabelo Mlangeni, 

Uche Okpa-Iroha, and Jo Ractliffe.

Urban Cadence tells the multifaceted 
stories of two urban environments — Lagos, 
Nigeria and Johannesburg, South Africa — 
experienced through the artistic expressions 
of photography and video. African cities 
are growing rapidly, and these two cities 
have experienced this growth in diverse yet 
fascinating ways: the first as a mega-city, the 

latter as a center of industrial development. 
The street scenes in this exhibition represent 
the complex narratives of these urban areas: 
tales of migration, labor, desperation, success, 
hope, and imagination among others.

Here, these stories are woven together with 
the theme of cadence, which speaks to the 
rhythms of life. Cadence is the gait of the 
artist or inhabitants of the city as they move 
through urban spaces. Cadence is a visual 
rhythm an artist creates when telling the city’s 
myriad stories. At the same time, it is a musical 
metaphor that artists draw on to speak about 
their images or their photographic practice. 
Whether sobering, humorous, or unexpected, 
the visuals of Urban Cadence challenge us to 
explore what it means to be urban in Africa in 
the early 21st century.

Urban Cadence exhibit opens on Feb. 14 at Museum of Art

T

verything that happened in my life led 
me to Mongolia. Or maybe it just seems 
that way as I look back on it,” said Sas 
Carey, Middlebury author of the new 
book “Marrying Mongolia, A Memoir.”

On Friday, Feb. 17, at 7 p.m., Carey will 
launch her 304-page book published 
by the International Polar Institute, at the 

Champlain Valley Unitarian Universalist Society, 
2 Duane Court, in Middlebury. Come listen to 
the author read excepts and discuss her new 
memoir. Signed and personalized books will be 
available. Free will offerings accepted.

Cracking open “Marrying Mongolia,” readers 
quickly see the origin of the author’s travel bug; 
the pages begin with a story about her trip 
across the country in a 1928 Model A Ford at four 
months of age — inside a laundry basket. We 
learn that Carey can support the Dukha reindeer 
herders (who live in Siberian tipis just south of 
the Russian border in Mongolia) because she 
spent more than two years living in Vermont’s 
Northeast Kingdom without running water, 
electricity, or telephone during the “hippie days.” 
We discover that when she realized that she 
was to become a healer, she attended nursing 
school, traveled to Asia with the American 
Holistic Nurses Association, and ended up 
studying Traditional Mongolian Medicine. When 
her leading became documenting the lives 
of traditional Mongolian nomadic herders, we 
learn how life brought all the pieces together 
— a camcorder, translator, cameraman, story 
consultant and editor.

Carey has climbed mountains, swum across 

lakes and rivers, and slept on the ground of three 
continents. She has ridden planes, trains, cars, 
bikes, boats, horses, camels and reindeer. A 
Quaker, Carey is an award-winning documentary 
film director, of “Reindeer Herders in My Heart,” 
a Ways of Seeing columnist for the Addison 
Independent, spiritual healer, registered nurse, 
mother, and grandmother. 

Reading “Marrying Mongolia,” we discover that 
by following that still, small voice within, nothing 
is impossible. This book allows readers to share 
Carey’s stories and experiences — the secrets, 
pain and passion.

A book of a lifetime: Sas Carey shares her memoir

E

Uche Okpa-Iroha (Nigerian, b. 1972), American Dream 
(Under Bridge Life series), 2008, digital print on 
Dibond / aluminum, 80 x 60 centimeters. 

IMAGE COURTESY OF UCHE OKPA-IROHA

Imagine a world
Where each of us
Is able to be and do
What we are here for

Where each of us listens
To our inner voice
And acts upon it

Where peace and harmony abide
Along with respect
For the land and water
People and animals

Listen and follow
You too could end up
In your version of marrying Mongolia
Where love reigns

— Excerpt from the book cover of  
“Marrying Mongolia” by Sas Carey.  “Marrying Mongolia” is available at The Vermont 

Book Shop in Middlebury.
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ELEVEN-MONTH-
OLD QUINCY 

ROBERGE is seriously 
contemplating a 

nap while cuddling 
with teacher Natalie 

Bassett at Bristol 
Family Center this 

past Friday morning, 
and Elliot Caldwell, 

10 months, seems to 
want to join in.

Independent photo/John 
S. McCright
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RainbowVT.com

RainbowPediatricsVT
99 Court St. Middlebury

Independently owned for over 22 years

Rainbow Pediatrics
is an Accredited Patient 
Centered Medical Home

Accepting
New Patients

We realize that no one knows your 
child better than you!  Our goal is to 
partner with you to develop a plan to 
care for your child both in wellness 
and illness.  Let us work with you in 
every phase of your child’s 
health care to bring out the 
best in every parent and child.

By MEGAN JAMES
Years ago, when I was the mom of 

a toddler and a preschooler, I bought 
a large whiteboard calendar at TJ 
Maxx because I thought it would bring 
order to the chaos of my life. I brought 
it home, popped open a 
pristine dry-erase marker, 
wrote out the month in 
bold, confident letters — 
and waited for the magic to 
kick in.

If you had asked me at 
the time, I would have told 
you I liked my life. I loved 
my children, obviously. 
And it was clear to me, 
even through the blur of 
exhaustion, that caring for 
them — the physicality of 
it, the way it forced me into 
the moment — had turned 
down the volume on my 
self-critical mind. A gift.

Still, I felt overwhelmed every day: 
disgusted by the food-crusted, slime-
slick surfaces of my house; enraged 
by the disproportionate domestic 
responsibilities that fell to me despite 
my loving and supportive husband’s 
best efforts; desperate for 20 minutes 
with no one touching me; starving to 

Mother’s vision: imposing 
order with a whiteboard

be alone with my thoughts for long 
enough to finish them.

The whiteboard calendar spent the 
next year or so untouched beneath a 
heap of clutter, while I wondered how 
other people with children seemed to 

be able to maintain social 
lives, clean their houses, 
exercise, brush their 
children’s hair, brush 
their own hair.

When we packed 
up to move in early 
2020, I uncovered the 
whiteboard, still unused. 
I will never be an 
organized mom, I told 
myself. But I brought it 
with us anyway.

Days later, COVID shut 
down the whole world.

During that first 
disorienting week at 

home, I wrote all four of our names 
on the whiteboard. We brainstormed 
12 different household chores, wrote 
them on sticky notes and arranged 
them next to our names.

“Chore Day” fell apart very 
quickly. But the whiteboard calendar 
secured a prime spot propped up near 

(See Whiteboard, Page 3)

MEGAN JAMES

By SARAH POPE
When my kids were young, I made 

many attempts to get them to help around 
the house — washing dishes, 
cleaning their rooms, laundry, 
etc. — I also regularly 
enlisted my husband, who, 
thank goodness, was a willing 
helper.

There was an issue, 
however. 

I was the only one who ever 
seemed to initiate chores. 
If I said nothing, asked 
nothing, the chores would 
mount up until I couldn’t 
stand it anymore — weeks, 
sometimes longer — and I 
would say to my family, “All 
right, no doing anything else 
until this house is clean.”

Justly or unjustly, I felt 
like I was the only one doing 
any of the cleaning while 
everyone else had fun. That 
just didn’t seem fair. My 
family can tell you that they 
were subject to a number of 
“mama meltdowns.” They 
were not pretty, and while they did 
result in everyone chipping in, it was not 
pleasant or fun for anyone to have to do 
it because of mama drama.

Then I had a birthday. When my 
husband asked me what I wanted, my 
initial response was to think of some 

The glorious chore chart
neat gift he could go out and buy. 
Then I thought, “But I don’t really 
need anything.” Why accumulate more 

stuff when I had more than 
enough.

And I got a wonderful 
idea: The Chore Chart. This 
is what I requested as a 
birthday present — a chart 
on the refrigerator with a 
list of all the chores and 
who would be responsible 
each week. We would cycle 
through them so that no one 
did the same chores twice 
in a row. Mom would do 
laundry every fourth week, 
while daughter number one 
would do dishes every fourth 
week, Daddy would vacuum 
and dust every fourth week, 
and daughter number two 
would clean the bathrooms 
in the same pattern. And, we 
had to stick to it.

Miraculously, we did.
There were adjustments 

to be made. While your 
chores had to be done that 

week (usually on the weekend) you 
could complete them any time between 
Saturday morning and Sunday night, 
for example. And you could negotiate 
with other members of the family about 
switching, etc. It worked so well that we 

Perfectionist 
that I am, 

I had to force 
myself to sit 
back and let 
the family 
clean on their 
own terms — 
my attempts 
to have an 
“inspector” 
each week 
failed utterly — 
and be happy 
that they were 
doing it.

(See Chore chart, Page 3)
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our front door, and it has never left. And 
gradually, we started using it exactly as 
I’d envisioned it ages ago in TJ Maxx. 

We do it together, the girls and I. They 
write the month up top and number each 
little square. Then we go through our 
Google calendar, transcribing everything 
relevant to them. 

It’s a joy to get excited together for 
special things coming up, and we all take 
some comfort knowing what lies ahead. 
The whiteboard is everything I dreamed 

AFTER AT LEAST one false start with a chore chart, the writer created this chore 
chart for her children, husband and herself. It gave the family a framework for 
getting things done around the house, taught the children responsibility and 
brought a sense of structure to homelife that had slipped away when babies arrive.

added dinner duty, rotating a different 
cook each night of the week. If you 
cooked dinner and it was your week for 
dishes, someone else would have to do 
them that night. 

Perfectionist that I am, I had to force 
myself to sit back and let the family clean 
on their own terms — my attempts to have 
an “inspector” each week failed utterly 
— and be happy that they were doing 
it. How perfectly it was accomplished 
wasn’t the point. The point was we all 
shared the responsibility and my kids 
learned how to manage a household. 
Best of all, there were no more mama 
meltdowns.

It was life-changing. 
Now both my daughters are in college, 

home briefly for holidays and summers. 
When they’re home they do laundry, 
clean their rooms, cook, wash dishes, 
without being asked — well, most of the 
time without being asked.

The chore chart is still stuck to the 
refrigerator, a relic of our earlier days. 
As empty nesters my husband and I take 
a much more casual view of the chores 
— there’s only two of us, and we’re not 
horribly messy. One cooks, the other does 
the dishes. We alternate laundry duty 
each week, and we fit in the other chores 
when it suits us. 

Chore chart 
(Continued from Page 2)

Whiteboard
(Continued from Page 2) it would be.

I just wish I’d known sooner after I 
bought the stupid thing that all hope 
wasn’t lost. 

That gradually, I’d start to feel more 
in control. That life would get better, the 
rewards richer, as the kids got older and 
more capable. And that I would get more 
capable, too.

Megan James runs the Minibury 
website, is the multimedia editor for the 
Addison Independent and the mother of 
Joni and Frankie.

Located in the Marbleworks, 211 Maple Street, Middlebury

(802) 388-1055
Monday – Friday 9-5  |  Saturday 10-4

Our non-profit resale shop offers 
curated clothing & accessories 
for children of all ages, from 
preemies to teens.

Check out our collection dedicated 
to pregnancy, nursing, diapering, 
and baby-wearing.

Visit junebugvt.org for guidelines to 
help you donate, sell or swap your 
family’s pre-loved clothing.
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From toddlers
to teens, it’s an
amazing ride

(See Transitions, Page 6)

By FAITH GONG
I am writing this at Vivid Coffee, just 

off of Church Street in Burlington. It’s an 
ideal writing spot: hip, but also spacious, 
with plenty of tables and couches where 
one can settle in for the afternoon. And 
many people have settled in on this frosty 
afternoon; mostly UVM students, from the 
look of things. The drinks menu is basic, 
but all I need is coffee. My final coffee 
shop rating criteria is baked goods, and 
when I arrived there was a single salted 
chocolate chip cookie waiting in the case, 
just for me. Clearly it was meant to be.

I would never have found Vivid Coffee 
were it not for 
Genevieve, my 
daughter’s friend. 
I’m in Burlington 
today because I 
drove a group of 
four teenagers up 
here and turned 
them loose on 
Church Street 
as part of my 
eldest daughter’s 
15th birthday 
festivities. 

Fifteen. We’re 
in a whole 
new parenting 
sphere now. She 
made a short 
but expensive birthday list, consisting 
of clothes, shoes, and a donation to help 
sexually exploited girls worldwide. 
Tomorrow, she plans to take the online 
test for her learner’s permit so that she 
can spend the next year driving in the 
company of her parents. She’s sure she’ll 
pass, although she hasn’t spent much time 
studying the 140-page driver’s manual 
online. I remind her that it costs $32 just to 
take the test. She offers to pay for it, which 
is thoughtful, but I know that she has only 
$19 in her checking account. She works as 
a page at the library and next week will 
add a second, seasonal job making wreaths 
at the Christmas tree farm next door; still, 

Tomorrow, 
she plans 

to take the 
online test for 
her learner’s 
permit so that 
she can spend 
the next year 
driving in the 
company of 
her parents.

Paint • Flooring • Window Treatments & the Supplies You Need for Every Project

From Zero VOC paint to cordless shades and 
blinds, we’ve got what you need to make your 

home safe for babies and children.

16 Creek Road, Middlebury • 388-6054
M-F 7:15 - 5:30, Sat. 8 - 3 • www.countrysidecarpetandpaint.com

Follow me!
INTREPID JOSEPHINE MAYO, just a year and a half old, leads Nora Goyette, 23 months old, and Bennett Heffernan, 

17 months, through a tunnel and down a ramp in the Explorer Room at Bristol Family Center last week.
Independent photo/John S. McCright
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64 Harvest Lane, Williston VT              
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 10am-6pm, 

Sat. & Sun. 9am-6pm

802-872-7522
monkeydoplaygrounds.com                                                      

Come play 
at Vermont’s 

largest indoor 

We have plenty of seating for 
families to relax while your 

children can explore and get 
their energy out in our blow-up 

obstacle course, huge jungle gym, 
and interactive houses!

Café food available- lunches, 
drinks, and snacks! 

ppllaayyggrroouunndd!!  

ADDISON COUNTY — Family 
members can be a great help to a woman 
during the birthing process, but particularly 
for those first-time parents who haven’t 
had experience with the process, the whole 
thing can seem daunting. Porter Medical 
Center is introducing a new character to 
the drama — a person to provide guidance 
and support to a pregnant woman during 
labor. This person is called a doula.

Doulas provide continuous assistance 
and comfort to patients and families with 
the goal of enhancing the birth experience 
and helping to create and maintain a 
supportive emotional environment, 
explained Alisa DeVries, RN, nurse 
manager at the Porter Birthing Center.

“This looks like gentle touch, position 
and movement suggestions, heat/cold, 
nutrition and hydration assistance — 
essentially a calm, encouraging presence,” 
DeVries said. 

Porter is looking for volunteers 
to provide this support. If you have 
experience being a doula and are 
interested in volunteering, you are asked 
to complete a volunteer application online 
at portermedical.org or send email to: 
PMC-Volunteers@portermedical.org. 
All doula volunteers will be required to 

Volunteer 
doulas to aid in 
birthing process

(See Doulas, Page 6)

Look!
ON ONE OF the coldest mornings of the year, Bennett Heffernan takes a deep interest in the book “First Snow,” 

pointing out something special to fellow toddler Nora Goyette and teacher Abbey Gendreau last Friday.
Independent photo/John S. McCright



PAGE 6 — Addison Independent • BABIES & FAMILIES • Thursday, February 9, 2023

132 SOUTH VILLAGE GREEN, 
COURT STREET

MIDDLEBURY, VT 05753

(802) 388-0909

the money seems to flow out quickly, spent 
on books, accessories, and coffee shops.

Which brings me back to this café. 
Classic rock is playing over the speakers, 
but I look up the lyrics to Taylor Swift’s 
song, “Fifteen,” which features the line, 
“This is life before you know who you’re 
going to be.”

As it turns out, our family — minus our 
toddler — is going to see Taylor Swift in 
concert in Massachusetts this spring. My 
daughter was tipped off about a lottery for 
pre-sale tickets, and in a stroke of early 
birthday luck she won the chance 
to spend large sums of money 
on advance tickets. Because 
she was in school during the 
sale, my husband took an hour 
off his workday to navigate the 
tortuous Ticketmaster process 
and emerged victorious with 
six tickets. This will count 
for Christmas, birthday, and 
graduation gifts for years to 
come, but it seems a fitting 
way to celebrate the end of a 
challenging couple of years of 
pandemic isolation and anxiety, 
during which Taylor Swift’s music was 
often instrumental to my children’s mental 
health. 

“This family would celebrate a leaf 
falling off a tree,” my 13-year-old remarked 
wryly, after I offered this justification for 
the expensive ticket purchase. I figure 
there are worse things to be known for.

Less than a month before the 15th 
birthday, we celebrated our youngest 
child’s 3rd birthday. I think everyone with 
teenagers should also have a three-year-
old in the house; it provides an interesting 
contrast. 

Three-year-olds and teenagers, as it 
turns out, aren’t all that different. They are 
both on the cusp of becoming something 
more, moving on to the next stage, pushing 
for independence: toddlers because they 
now have solid walking and talking skills, 
teenagers because they have hormones and 
learner’s permits. As a result, parenting 
teens and toddlers is a push-pull dance. 
“GO AWAY!” they shout at me; then, 
a moment later, “No, wait, come back! 
I need you!” They also both cause sleep 
deprivation, my teens late at night (which 

is the only time they’ll open up to me) and 
my toddler in the pre-dawn hours when he 
wakes up and thumps around his room.

All of which is a helpful reminder that 
children go through stages — or the same 
stage repeated at different ages — and that 
no one stage lasts forever. 

But while parenting teens can sometimes 
feel fraught with dangers and the potential 
for big, lasting mistakes, the delightful 
thing about three-year-olds is that they 
can’t make really big mistakes yet — and 
when they’re doing something dangerous, 
you can just pick them up and move 

them. Three-year-olds are also 
walking reminders of all the 
wonders in the world, as our 
son reminded me just this week 
when we had our first snow. 

It wasn’t his first snow, of 
course, but it was the first 
time he was conscious of the 
potential fun to be had. After 
we woke up to a frosted world, 
he ate a few bites of breakfast 
and proclaimed, “I want to go 
outside and play in the snow!”

One phrase he’s mastered 
this week is, “I can be patient!” 

Because we’d had an unseasonably warm 
autumn, our snow gear was still stashed 
away in the closet. But once he’d waited 
— patiently — for me to retrieve his snow 
clothes and put them all on his body, he 
toddled out into the winter wonderland 
of our yard to build a snow penguin 
with his sisters, eat sugar-on-snow, sled 
down a small hill (which doubles as our 
septic mound), and make snow angels. 
He did this for three mornings in a row, 
proclaiming, “I love playing in the snow! 
I love sledding! I’m going exploring!”

On the fourth morning, a Saturday, his 
newly 15-year-old sister slept in, checked 
her texts, did her hair and makeup, and 
then took him out sledding. It was the 
best morning of all, for each of them. 
How grateful I am to have both of these 
ages in our house, and all of the ages in 
between. 

—————
Faith Gong has worked as an 

elementary school teacher, a freelance 
photographer, and a nonprofit director. 
She lives in Middlebury with her husband 
and five children.

Transitions
(Continued from Page 4)

Less than 
a month 

before the 
15th birthday, 
we celebrated 
our youngest 
child’s 3rd 
birthday.

complete a 24 hour UVM Medical Center 
training program that will begin in March 
2023.

A person who has the ability to give 
support and keep the patient and family 
at the center of all the decisions would 
make an ideal doula, DeVries said. The 

Doulas
(Continued from Page 5) person should be big on keeping open 

communication and collaboration with all 
the members of the birthing team. 

Doulas do not perform medical tasks 
nor do they dispense medical information 

“It really is mostly about being a steady 
presence and support to the family’s 
needs,” DeVries said.

Eyes on the prize
TEN-MONTH-OLD Teo Wood sees something worth crawling up the stair 

for while toddler Josephine Mayo, 18 months, encourages the trek.
Independent photo/John S. McCright

Natural BeginningsNatural Beginnings
VICKI KIRBY RN, IBCLC, VICKI KIRBY RN, IBCLC, 

Vicki is a board certified registered lactation consultant that offers 
home, phone, or telemedicine visits for mothers who are 
facing a variety of breastfeeding challenges in Addison and Rutland 
counties, and some areas in New York State. She also has a prenatal  
monthly breastfeeding class available on Zoom. Mothers can feel 
overwhelmed when trying to balance milk production, latching 
issues, nipple soreness, engorgement, pumping and returning to 
work, and much more. Vicki is available to help mothers during this 
transitional period – you are not alone. 

Vicki is a provider for BCBS, CBA Blue, Tricare and Vermont Medicaid
for home consultations and personal use breast pumps.

She also sells Medela and Spectra breast pumps and products.
 Please call, email, or text to schedule an appointment.
For more info: 802.236.4136 • naturalkirby@gmail.com
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Q: How Young
             is Too Young?

A: There is no
           “too young.” 

memorialsportscenter.org

 Things to do 
 Meet parents & friends
 News for families

A RELIABLE RESOURCE FOR PARENTS 
SEEKING FAMILY-FRIENDLY EVENTS, 
ACTIVITIES, CAMPS AND CLASSES IN 

AND AROUND MIDDLEBURY

MiniBury.com

 Calendar 
 Tips, tricks & trends
 Summer camp guide

MiniBury.com MiniBury.com MiniBury.com

MiniBuryMiniBury
BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE ADDISON INDEPENDENT

12 Main Street, Bristol   •  (802) 453-6945       
Monday-Saturday 10-5  •  www.simonsaysvt.com

From Onesies to Sorting Blocks, 
Simon Says has Toys and Clothes for 
Babies, Toddlers and even Big Kids.

New parents are faced with a host of 
unfamiliar challenges. Navigating nightly 
interruptions to sleep and changing diapers 
are among the more notable hurdles new 
parents must clear, but a host of other 
activities, such as bathing, require a new 
approach when a newborn is involved.

Extra caution is required when new 
parents are bathing their 
bundles of joy. Bathing 
a newborn can be nerve-
wracking, especially for new 
parents. These tips courtesy 
of the American Academy of 
Dermatology can help parents 
calm their nerves and enjoy 
bath time with their babies.

Prior to the umbilical cord 
stump falling off

Dermatologists recommend 
giving children sponge baths 
until the umbilical cord stump 
falls off and heals. The Mayo Clinic notes 
that the stump typically falls off within 
one to three weeks, and during this time 
parents should keep the stump dry. That 
need to keep the stump dry is why sponge 
baths make sense until it falls off, as it’s 
easier to do so when bathing babies with a 
sponge as opposed to in a tub.

When giving a sponge bath, lay the baby 
down on a comfortable flat surface. Keep 
the baby warm by wrapping him or her in 
a towel and only exposing the part of the 
baby you’re washing. Using lukewarm 
water, gently wipe the baby’s face and 

wash the baby’s face and scalp with a 
washcloth. If the child has hair, the AAD 
recommends using a baby shampoo 
once or twice a week. A washcloth can 
be used to wash the rest of the baby’s 
body, including between the child’s 
fingers and toes. Rinse off all soap after 
cleaning each area, and immediately 
wrap the baby in a warm towel once the 

Tips on bathing a newborn
scalp with a dampened washcloth, making 
sure to clean the creases in the baby’s neck 
and behind the ears. Gently wash the rest 
of the baby’s body with the washcloth, 
making sure to rinse off and dry each area 
before moving on to another part of the 
child’s body.

After the umbilical cord stump has 
fallen off

The AAD recommends 
parents switch to traditional 
bathing once the umbilical 
cord stump has fallen off and 
the area has healed. 

• Prepare the bathing 
area ahead of time. A sink or a 
small plastic tub can be a great 
place to bathe a newborn. 
The AAD recommends 
gathering supplies, including 
a washcloth, fragrance-free 
baby soap and, if necessary, a 

baby shampoo prior to bath time.
• Place the baby in lukewarm water. 

Once supplies have been gathered, the 
baby’s bath can be filled with lukewarm 
water. Parents can test the water on their 
wrist to ensure it’s not too hot before 
placing the child in it. Gently guide the 
baby, feet first, into the water, making 
sure that most of the child’s body is well 
above the water. Periodically pour warm 
water over the baby’s body to keep him or 
her warm.

• Follow the same procedure when 
you were still sponge bathing. Gently 

bath is complete.
A fragrance-free moisturizer can be 

applied to a baby’s skin if parents notice 
skin is dry after bath time.

Bathing a newborn can inspire both 
nerves and awe. Parents can speak with 
their child’s physician for more tips on 
how to approach bath time.  

— Metro Creative

When 
giving a 

sponge bath, 
lay the baby 
down on a 
comfortable 
flat surface. Reading time

BRISTOL FAMILY CENTER teacher Andrea Butterfield engages three of her 
tiny students — Josephine Mayo, left, Bennett Heffernan and Teo Wood — to 
varying degrees during a quiet moment at the busy center.

Independent photo/John S. McCright
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Learn more about Porter Pediatric Primary Care at 
uvmhealth.org/pmc or call (802) 388-7959

How you’re treated as a person is

JUST AS IMPORTANT
as the treatment you receive.

Choose Porter Pediatric Primary Care for comprehensive health care for individuals up 
to age 24. Our team is dedicated to providing compassionate, quality health care to our 
patients and we always have a provider on call locally to ensure 24-hour access to care. 
When you choose a Porter provider, you receive trusted local health care backed by a 

network of expertise.

UVMHealth.org/PMC
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ACROSS
 1. Functions
 5. Records electric 
currents associated 
with contractions of 
the heart
 8. Trigonometric 
function (abbr.)
11. Secret political 
clique
13. Type of gibbon
14. Nocturnal S. 
American rodent
15. Famed American 
playwright
16. Mesopotamian 
goddess
17. Abba __, Israeli 
politician
18. Long ridge of 
gravel and sediment
20. A place to stay
21. Actor Idris

22. One who behaves 
in a rebellious way
25. A way to measure 
movement
30. Distinguish oneself
31. Type of drug (abbr.)
32. Basketball great 
Baylor
33. Masses of salivary 
matter
38. Calls balls and 
strikes
41. Plant that grows 
along the ground
43. A recreational 
activity in the air
45. Consumes too 
much
47. Island nation
49. Pistol
50. Mixtures of soul 
and calypso
55. Ancient Greek City

56. Similar
57. Roughly trimmed 
tree trunk used in a 
Scottish game
59. Semitic fertility god
60. Born  of
61. Frogs, toads, tree 
toads
62. School in the 
northeast (abbr.)
63. Soviet Socialist 
Republic
64. “__ the Man” 
Musical, baseball 
player

DOWN
1. Fiddler crabs
2. Discount
3. Partner to “flows”
4. Ethnic group of Laos
5. Beloved “Seinfeld” 
character

Sudoku
Each Sudoku puzzle 
consists of a 9x9 
grid that has been 
subdivided into nine 
smaller grids of 3x3 
squares. To solve 
the puzzle each row, 
column and box must 
contain each of the 
numbers 1 to 9. Puzzles 
come in three grades: 
easy, medium and 
difficult. 

Level: Medium

This week’s puzzle solutions can be found on Page 15.

6. Book of tickets
7. The last name of 
“Hermione”
8. Type of TV package
9. Helps to heal a cut
10. Town in Galilee
12. Actor Horsley
14. “Hocus Pocus 2” 
actor Ed
19. Bird-loving group 
(abbr.)
23. They respond when 
someone is sick
24. Emerged
25. Midway between 

south and southeast
26. Monetary unit of 
Afghanistan
27. Unit of work or 
energy
28. Indicates near
29. Famed river
34. For each
35. News organization
36. CNN’s founder
37. They __
39. Areas off to the side
40. Satisfies
41. A spare bed
42. Legendary singer 

Diana
44. Frothy mass of 
bubbles
45. A kind of sorcery
46. River in South 
Africa
47. Philippine Island
48. County in China
51. S. American plant
52. Beverage 
containers
53. Edge
54. Protein-rich liquids
58. Moved quickly on 
foot

s p o n s o r e d  byPUZZLESPUZZLES



PAGE 10 — Addison Independent | ARTS+LEISURE | Thursday, February 9, 2023

 Pets In Need
HOMEWARD BOUND

 Addison County’s Humane Society

Coal
This beautiful 2-year-old named Coal is an 
absolute sweetheart. She came to us very shy 
and withdrawn, but within a week of being 
in a loving foster home has shown us how 
friendly, snuggly, and wonderful she is. Coal is 
happy to soak up all the love that is given to her 
and seeks the company of her people. Coal would do best in 
a low-energy home. She gets along with other respectful cats 
and would be okay with cat-savvy dogs.

Moma
Moma is a sweet 2-year-old. She is very 
affectionate and wants to be around 
people. Moma is playful and loves to use the 

scratching posts. She has gotten along great 
with cats in the past but does not like dogs.

Pepper
Pepper is the sweetest 7-month-old 
youngster! He loves people and enjoys 
shoulder rides. Pepper is super energetic 
and gives all toys an abundance of 
attention. He was adopted to a family with 
other cats and was, unfortunately, getting 
bullied. Now that Pepper has returned to the shelter, he doesn’t 
seem to trust other cats and has been a bully to them. Pepper 
would be so happy in a home where he has a ton of love and 
toys. We are unsure how he would get along with dogs.

Bryce
Bryce is a 4-year-old, energetic lab/pit mix. 
He is an absolutely adorable 79-pound 
pup who thinks he’s a lap dog. Bryce is 
strong but is still good on a leash. Bryce 

is currently recovering from orthopedic 
surgery and is in foster care where he is 

healing and snuggling with all of his furry 
friends, both cats and dogs. All Bryce wants is a home where 
he can get cuddles and snuggle up in some blankets. He 
loves anything food related, and knows the sit and lay down 
commands.

Thelma
Thelma came to the shelter as a stray. She 
is a 2-year-old loving, playful coonhound 
with a lot of energy. She gets nervous in new 

situations and is working with shelter staff on 
feeling more comfortable when meeting new 

people; however, she is a total lovebug once she is comfortable 
with someone. Thelma is very treat-motivated, loves playing 
with squeaky toys, and is an excellent puzzle toy solver! Thelma 
was not housebroken when she came to us but is improving 
when it comes to bathroom duties. 

Want to learn more?
Call or check our website. We may have a pet for you!

802-388-1100 | HomewardBoundAnimals.org
236 Boardman Street | Middlebury, VT

Louise
Louise came to the shelter as a stray. She 
is a 2-year-old who has a lot of energy and 
loves playing with squeaky toys and balls. 
The toys are even more interesting than her 
breakfast some mornings. Louise gets nervous 
in new situations but has come a long way since 
she first stepped her paws into the shelter. She needs some extra 
time to warm up to new people, but once she does she is the most 
cuddly, affectionate pup you will ever meet. Louise is currently in 
foster, where she is working on her housetraining and exposure to 
everyday life. Louise enjoys walks and being around other dogs. 

omeward Bound, 
Addison County’s 
Humane Society, will 
offer their 2023 Rabies 
and Microchip Clinics 
again this year. The 
clinics are open to both 
dogs and cats and are 
offered on Saturdays 

from 10 a.m.-noon, on the following dates: 
Feb. 18, March 11, March 25, and April 8.

The clinics take place at the shelter, 
which is located at 236 Boardman Street 
in Middlebury. Shelter staff asks that all 
dogs be on leash and cats be in carriers 
for this event. Interested parties can call 
802-388-1100 to pre-register. The service 
will be provided on a first come, first serve 
basis. The rabies vaccine is $15 and the 
cost of microchipping, which includes the 
microchip implant and initial registration, 
is $35.

Rabies is a deadly viral disease of the brain 
that infects mammals. In Vermont, rabies 
is most commonly found in wild animals, 

however the state requires that dogs and 
cats be vaccinated by a veterinarian. The 
owner of a dog must provide evidence of 
current rabies vaccination status to obtain 
the required municipal license by April 1 of 
each year.

A micro-chip is a very small electronic chip 
that is inserted under the skin between 
a pet’s shoulder blades that contains all 
of the owner’s contact information. Most 
veterinary offices and shelters have the 
ability to scan for this chip and quickly 
identify the owner. The entire process 
takes less than two minutes and is almost 
painless.

According to Homeward bound executive 
director Jessica Danyow, many animals in 
Addison County do not have microchips. 
In 2022, 164 stray animals entered the 
shelter but only 68 were reunited with their 
families. “We urge anyone whose dog or cat 
is not yet microchipped to take advantage 
of this low-cost option here at the shelter.  
It is truly the best way to safeguard a pet 
should they become lost,” she said.

Get your pet a micro chip

H

Send us a picture 
of your pet!

news@addisonindependent.com

What is  
Pet of the Week?

Here at the Addy Indy we LOVE our 
pets. We also love publishing here at 
the local newspaper. So... put them 
together and you get PET OF THE 

WEEK, where we publish the news of 
how fabulous your pets are for FREE! 

All you have to do, dear reader with 
opposable thumb, is send a picture 

to our news team with a short 
description of your best buds.

Pet of the 
WEEK
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Markers? Colored pencils? Crayons? Glitter?
Rhinestones? Stickers? It’s up to you! 

Name: Age:
Parent/Guardian’s name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Phone:

Age Group:     under 5  5-6  7-8 9-11 12-15 

Coloring & Decorating Contest
Winter 2023

Decorate this snowy scene any 
way you’d like then submit it:

 
Online at
addisonindependent.com/contests
 
By Email to 
contests@addisonindependent.com
 
By Mail to Addison Independent,
58 Maple Street, Midd., VT 05753

Entries will be accepted through 
Monday, February 27th.

Feel free to tear out this coloring 
page, photocopy it, or go to 
addisonindependent.com/contests 
for a printable version. Winners 
will be announced in the March 2nd 
edition of the Addison Independent. 
Two winners from each age group 
will win a prize from one of our 
sponsors that can be picked up 
at the Addy Indy office during the 
month of March.

Many thanks to our sponsors:

❄

❄

❄

16-Adult
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ooking through seed catalogs, my 
mind leaps ahead to the growing 
season. I see lush green foliage and 
ripe, colorful fruits and vegetables. 
It’s a great way to cope with a long 
winter. Of course, seed catalogs are for 
more than daydreaming, they’re about 
planning this year’s garden.

To do that, it’s 
helpful to reflect on 
your recent garden 

history. Were there some varieties that you 
want to grow again for their good yields, flavor 
or disease resistance? Were some varieties 
poor performers that you should replace with 
a new variety?

Are there new crops you’ve been meaning to 
try, or crops to skip this year because they’re 
too much work, take up too much space or 
don’t do well in your location?

As you consider your options, look carefully 
at the terms in seed catalogs that can help 
you make decisions that will contribute to a 
successful garden. 

Days to maturity is an estimate of the number 
of days until harvest is expected after planting 
seeds in the ground, or for crops typically 
started inside, from the time of transplanting. 
The actual days required varies a lot by 
location, since many factors affect how fast 

plants mature.

Degree days is a measure of heat 
accumulation over the season. If a seed 
catalog lists degree days to maturity, that can 
provide a more accurate estimate of when a 
crop will be ready to harvest, based on degree 
days in your area. To find that information, 
search by town and state in the degree day 
calculator tool at climatesmartfarming.org.

Tomatoes may be determinate, indeterminate 
or semi-determinate. Determinate plants 
grow to a fixed size then stop growing after 
flowering, so they produce a concentrated 
crop. These plants are suited to smaller 
spaces.

Indeterminate plants continue to grow and set 
fruit all season. They typically need a trellis 
system. Semi-determinate plants are more 
compact than indeterminates but can produce 
fruit throughout the season.

Disease resistance (or tolerance) indicates the 
degree to which plants are not prone to get 
a disease, compared to susceptible varieties. 
Resistance is often noted by an abbreviation 
like “V” for verticillium wilt resistance, or “PM” 
for powdery mildew resistance.

Heirlooms are open-pollinated varieties that 
have been maintained for many years due 
to their appearance, fragrance and/or flavor. 

They may have poor disease resistance and 
lower yields compared to hybrids. Seeds can 
be saved.

Hybrids are crosses between genetically 
distinct parents. F1 hybrid refers to first-
generation offspring. Hybridization is often 
used to improve flavor, disease resistance 
and/or yield. Seeds saved from hybrids won’t 
produce the same type of plants.

Open pollinated varieties are not hybrids. 
They have stable traits from one generation 
to the next. Seeds saved from these varieties 
produce plants similar to their parents.

Organic seeds or plants are produced using 
methods allowed by the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) organic certification 
program. Organic farms are required to 
use organic seeds unless they are not 
commercially available in an appropriate form, 
quality or quantity.

Parthenocarpic cucumber and summer 
squash varieties have female flowers that can 
set fruit without pollination. That’s useful in 
greenhouses, under insect netting or early in 
the season when pollination may be limited.

Gynoecious cucurbits have mostly female 
flowers, so they can set more fruit than regular 
(monoecious) varieties, which have both 
female and male flowers. A few monoecious 
seeds are included in gynoecious seed 
packets for pollination.

Pelleted seeds are coated with clay or other 
inert materials to make them uniform in size, 
shape and weight, so they are easy to see 
and handle, especially if using a mechanical 
seeder. They need consistent moisture for 
best germination. Shelf life may be shortened 
so use within a year.

Treated seeds are coated with fungicide to 
protect them from rotting in the soil. Untreated 
seeds have no chemical treatments. Color 
often is added to differentiate treated seeds.

USDA Plant Hardiness Zones (planthardiness.
ars.usda.gov) are based on a map of average 
annual minimum winter temperatures. The 
zone number reflects the “winter hardiness” of 
a variety.

GARDENER
A S K  A  M A S T E R

M A K I N G  S E N S E  O F  S E E D  C A T A L O G U E S

Vern Grubinger, who is 
based in the University 

of Vermont Extension 
office in Brattleboro, 

is the Extension 
vegetable and berry 

specialist.

Gardeners can get a head start on the growing season by ordering their seeds early to start seedlings indoors. 

PHOTO / VERN GRUBINGER

VERN
 GRUBINGER

BY

L
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Delightful 3-bedroom home recently renovated and modernized, while maintaining the 
character and charm from the 1880’s. The open concept kitchen and living room provide 
a spacious area for entertaining. The first level features hardwood floors, beams, and 
amazing views of the Middlebury River. Also on the first level, you will find a bonus room, 
3/4 bath, and family room with access to the deck and backyard. In the winter, warm up 
by the wood stove in the living room. Upstairs, the bedrooms have beautiful hardwood 
flooring. The bright primary bedroom is equipped with its own full bath, while the other 
two bedrooms have a shared bath. The laundry closet is also on this level, centrally 

located between all the bedrooms. The 2-story 2-car 
garage is great for covered parking and storage. A 10 
minute drive to the center of Middlebury, 40 minutes to 
Rutland, and 1 hour to Burlington. 

2 LOWER PLAINS ROAD, MIDDLEBURY
$499,000

A LOOK INSIDE ADDISON COUNTY HOMES FOR SALE

Renovated historical home in Middlebury

HOMETH
E

This property is managed by Coldwell Banker Hickok & Boardman. 
For more info visit hickokandboardman.com.
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ipjrealestate.com
34 Main Street, downtown Middlebury

info@ipjrealestate.com  |  802.388.4242

“My IPJ agent was very knowledgeable with understanding the zoning 
laws, the surveying and building permit process, septic rules, excavating 

a property, deed/covenant rules, the title insurance process and so on. 
For the property we ultimately purchased, she had no difficulty 

reading the surveyors map of  the property and was 
able to help us locate boundaries as well as the 

likely site of  the home and septic.”  

“Such a delightful and effective realtor who reads the 
market well and prepares you expertly.”

“The process and procedures were all very easy to understand. Our 
agent and her staff  were wonderful to work with. They are extremely 

versed in the market and make selling your house a breeze!”

“Your professionalism, efficiency and open 
communication make it a pleasure to do business.”

We’re looking forward 
to working with you!

We want you to have a successful experience buying 
and selling real estate. Call us today! Tell us your 
goals and let us walk you through next steps. 

WALLACE REALTY
48 Mountain Terrace

Bristol, VT 05443
PH 802-453-4670 • FAX 802-453-5898

Visit our websites at:
www.wallacere.com

www.greenbuiltvermont.com

Please call Kelly, Claire, or Tom

EQUAL  
HOUSING   
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 as amended 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons receiving 
public assistance, or an intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will not  knowingly 
accept any advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of discrimination, call 
HUD Toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.

realestate

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 
 A D S @ A D D I S O N I N D E P E N D E N T . C O M
 8 0 2 - 3 8 8 - 4 9 4 4

ADVERTISE WITH US

Jesse Norford Katy Foote

Tom Van SantJenna Hunsinger
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COMMUNITY CORNER

Why Sellers Choose The Landmark Group & Associates

Selling a home is a very important decision, and it’s wise 
to be truly informed on how best to do so. How much 
is it really worth? How long will it take to sell? How do you 
handle buyers who make undesirable offers? It’s our job as 
REALTORS® to guide you through this complicated process 
from beginning to end. 

With over 93 years of combined experience, The Landmark 
Group & Associates have a proven track record of home 
selling success! Broker Sean Dye, Lynn Jackson, Nancy 
Larrow, Cory Foote, Dick Elkins and Sales Associate Susan 
Burdick all work together with one goal in mind – to sell your 
property. With our office right on Main Street in the heart of 
Vergennes, we are on the front line and have an open-door 
policy for buyers and sellers. 

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and More 
2 Ways to Enter

4-STAMP DRAWING 
A minimum of 4 stamps for each card entry, start 
another to increase your chances of winning!

ALL-IN DRAWING
Collect stamps from ALL 11 businesses and become 
eligible to win the $500 Vergennes Green grand 
prize!

Multiple winners and one BIG Grand Prize - 
$500 in Vergennes Greeen! Visit (at least) 4 of the 
businesses on the right. Upon each purchase, present 
your card to get stamped (4 stamps = 1 entry)
Once you’ve obtained 4 stamps, take a photo
(or scan) your card. 
Email to: VergennesPartnership@gmailcom
Or - mail to: Vergennes Partnership, PO Box 304, 
Vergennes, VT 05491
Or - drop your Dine Around Card at the VP office 
inside City Hall. Entries must be received by Friday, March 3.

802-877-2134  •  www.ReVT4u.com
Your Forever Realtors, Building Relationships One Home at a Time!

We are a designated agency brokerage.

SPONSORED BYSPONSORED BY
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PUZZLEPUZZLE
SOLUTIONS Feb. 9, 2023

A D D I S O N I N D E P E N D E N T . C O M

Get the Addy Indy EVERY WEEK for just $50/year.

SUBSCRIBE
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More shows added every month!

30 CENTER ST.
RUTLAND, VT
802.775.0903 

BUY YOUR 
TICKETS AT: ONLINE BOX OFFICEONLINE BOX OFFICE

PARAMOUNTVT.ORG

GOLD SPONSORS: SEASON SPONSORS:

LOHENGRIN Wagner  |  Sunday, March 19, 12 PM Encore

FALSTAFF Verdi  |  Saturday, April 1, 12:30 PM

DER ROSENKAVALIER Strauss  |  Saturday, April 15, 12 PM

CHAMPION  Terence Blanchard / Libretto By Michael Cristofer   |  Sunday, April 30, 12:55 PM Encore

DON GIOVANNI Mozart   |  Sunday, May 21, 12:55 PM Encore

DIE ZAUBERFLÖTE Mozart  |  Sunday, June 4, 12:55 PM Encore

Sponsored by: Kathy & Bill Harm

FRIDAY, APRIL 21  |  7:30 PMTHURSDAY, APRIL 20  |  7:30 PMTHURSDAY, APRIL 13  |  7:30 PM

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5  |  6:30 PMFRIDAY, MARCH 31  |  7:30 PMSATURDAY, MARCH 18  |  2 & 7 PM

MONDAY, MARCH 6  |  7:30PM FRIDAY, MARCH 10  |  8:00 PMFRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24  |  8:00 PM

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 20  |  7:30 PM

Natalie Donnell&MACMASTER LEAHY

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19  |  7:00 PM

SATURDAY, APRIL 22  |  7:30 PM

MARCH 15 & 16  |  7:30 PM

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21   |  11:00 AM
$1!

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15  |  7:30 PM

KEB’ MO’

SATURDAY, APRIL 1  |  8:00 PM
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