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In the shadow
Local theater students wrote and 
will perform a gothic-style play 
next week. See Arts+Leisure.

By the wayBy the way

Netting two
The Tiger girls’ hockey team 
posted a pair of convincing wins 
to move over .500. See Page 1B.

Bird buddy
A conservation biologist will talk 
about birds at a Green Mountain 
Club meeting. See Page 6B.

Paid family leave seen as draw for workers

Middlebury placed on 
fast track for housing

Kid program fees made flexible

Lincoln couple share stories of  African photo safari

Hannaford Career Center 
hires a new superintendent

Town Meeting Day 
election slate firms up Rep. Scheu: Latest bill has a good chance

Encourage others to make the big trip 

Town earns special state designation

Payment model promotes accessibility to local camps 

See candidates on March 7 ballots
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Farming group eyes collaboration
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By MARIN HOWELL 
LINCOLN — On a snowy, 

below-freezing evening in Lincoln 
last week, Dale and Lucinda 
Cockrell shared with listeners 
at the Lincoln Library stories of 
their recent adventures in a much 
warmer climate. 

The Lincoln residents last fall 
took a 34-day, self-guided 
safari trip through 
South Africa’s Kruger 
National Park. The pair 
took photos of the many 
plants and 
animals they 
encountered 
on their 
journey, which they 
shared at the Jan. 26 
event —along with 
tips for how other 
adventurers could plan a similar 
excursion. 

“Part of the agenda tonight is 
to convince all of you that this 
is a trip you must take, because 
it’s life-changing,” Dale told the 
crowd of around 30.

The Cockrells’ journey began 
in October, with a 15-hour flight 
to Johannesburg. Once in South 
Africa, the couple picked up their 
rental car and drove six hours 
north to Kruger National Park. 
One of Africa’s largest game 
reserves, the park covers 8,000 
square miles, similar in size to the 
state of Vermont. 

Dale and Lucinda began their 
safari at the northern section 

of the park, traversing more 
than 200 miles south to the 
opposite end of the park 
over the course of their 
month-long expedition. 

K r u g e r 
N a t i o n a l 
P a r k 

is home to 
hundreds of 
species of plants 

and animals, many of which the 
couple encountered throughout 
their trip. 

“You don’t go 10 or 15 minutes 
without seeing something, I mean 

EUROPEAN 
BEE-EATER

By MARIN HOWELL 
BRISTOL — In an effort to make youth 

programming more accessible to families in the 
5-town area, the Bristol Recreation Department will 
be implementing a new, “pay what you can” payment 
system for half of its youth camps this summer. The 
payment option will allow families to set the camp 
tuition rate for themselves based on what they’re able 

to afford. 
Taylor Welch, director of the Bristol Hub Teen 

Center, said the recreation department was inspired 
by other local organizations that have adopted a 
similar payment option, such as the Lake Champlain 
Maritime Museum in Ferrisburgh. The museum offers 
a pay what you can option for all of its youth camps 

By JOHN FLOWERS
MONTPELIER — It’s a new 

biennium, but a return to a familiar 
battle for Rep. Robin Scheu.

For six years, the Middlebury 
Democrat has championed 
Vermont’s adoption of a paid family 
leave program to assist people 
needing to take care an infant 
or sick family member, or those 
fleeing domestic violence.

While recent paid-leave 
initiatives have failed to cross the 
finish line, Scheu has high hopes for 
this year’s bill H.66, which would 
create a statewide Paid Family and 
Medical Leave Insurance (PFMLI) 
program.

If passed, the PFMLI program 
would guarantee 12 weeks of paid 
time off to all Vermont workers in 
the event of the birth or adoption of 

a child in their household, illness, 
and/or for those dealing with 
domestic violence or who have a 
family member in the military who’s 
been confirmed for active duty.

Self-employed Vermonters could 
opt-in to the program.

“We’re really trying to cover all 
workers and we’re also focused on 
adequate wage replacement,” Scheu 
said during a recent interview with 
the Independent.

The primary funding mechanism 

for the PFMLI program would be 
a payroll tax equivalent to 0.58% 
of each employee’s covered wages 
— an obligation split between 
the employee and employer. 
The average weekly wage for 
Vermonters during fiscal year 2022 
was $1,135, according to Scheu. 
So the 0.58% PFMLI payroll tax 
would come out to $6.58 per week 
— or $342.32 annually, split evenly 
between the worker and employer. 

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — The 

Patricia Hannaford Career Center 
has hired a new superintendent: 
Nicole MacTavish, a longtime 
educator currently working in the 
Marshall Islands. School officials 
and MacTavish worked out final 
terms of a contract on Tuesday.

Assuming she passes muster 
with the Vermont Agency of 
Education, MacTavish will begin 
her new role this summer. She’ll 
succeed interim Superintendent 
Tim Williams, who was hired last 
August after a previous effort to 
replace former Superintendent 

Porter Medical Center needs 
volunteer doulas, who provide 
guidance and support to pregnant 
women during labor. If you have 
experience being a doula and are 
interested in volunteering in the 
Porter Birthing Center, please 
complete a volunteer application 
at portermedical.org or send 
an email to: PMC-Volunteers@
portermedical.org. Note: All 
doula volunteers will be required 
to complete a 24-hour training 
program that will begin in March.

If you’ve been to the Lincoln 
Library lately, you might have noticed 
that a skating rink has been built, 
lined, flooded and iced over (thanks 
to the Lincoln Fire Department and 
Lincoln Sports). Now it’s time to 
celebrate the community ice rink, 
so here’s an invite for local kids, 
adults and everyone in between: 

By MARIN HOWELL 
MIDDLEBURY — Faced 

with managing changes in best 
practices, business competition 
and climate change — not to 
mention the daily challenges 
of raising crops and animals 
— growers and ranchers who 
gathered at the Champlain Valley 
Farmers Coalition annual meeting 

in Middlebury on Tuesday stressed 
that they need to work together.

“I don’t believe you can solve big 
problems without collaboration,” 
said Vijay Nazareth, executive 
director of the coalition. “All of us 
are good at something, but if you 
want to bring about big change, 
you have to work together. So, 

By JOHN FLOWERS
M I D D L E B U R Y 

— Middlebury has 
earned a Neighborhood 
Development Area, or 
NDA, designation from 
the state for a large 
swath of property in its 
core village area. This 
should be a catalyst 
for construction of 
more local affordable 
housing, while giving the 
community priority consideration 
for state grants.

Confirmation of Middlebury’s 
NDA designation came late 

last week through the 
Vermont Department of 
Housing & Community 
Development, and it 
was enthusiastically 
greeted by town officials 
and representatives of 
Summit Properties, 
which is proposing a 
mixed housing project 
of more than 140 
units off Seymour 

Street Extension. Among other 
advantages, Middlebury’s new 
status as one of only 10 NDA-
approved communities in the 

“Without an 
NDA at all, 
affordable 
housing 
projects 
don’t have a 
chance.”

— Jennifer 
Murray

Waterlogged
VICTORIOUS MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE Log Rolling Club member Audrey Welsh keeps her balance on a colorful timber floating in the 

shallow end of the college Natatorium pool Sunday afternoon as a competitor from the University of Vermont gets dunked. See more 
photos from the event on Page 14A.

Independent photo/Steve James

DALE AND LUCINDA Cockrell used a very long camera lens to document this leopard pacing around 
South Africa’s Kruger National Park during their month-long visit last October. The Cockrells shared 
photos and stories from their adventure during a recent presentation at the Lincoln Library.

Photos by Dale Cockrell
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By MARIN HOWELL 
ADDISON COUNTY — Two 

communities in the 5-town area 
of Bristol, Lincoln, Monkton, 
New Haven and Starksboro will 
elect new selectboard members on 
Town Meeting Day after a handful 
of incumbents decided not to run 
again. 

Some of the newcomers are 
running unopposed, although 
Lincoln’s ballot will feature a four-
way race to fill an open selectboard 
seat.

The Mount Abraham Unified 
School District Board will also 
undergo changes next month. 
Longtime school board member and 
current board chair Dawn Griswold 
announced earlier this year that 
after over 20 years of serving on 
the board she will not run to keep 
her seat. Four school board races, 
including the one for Griswold’s 
spot, will appear blank on voters’ 
ballots as no candidates have filed 
to run for the open positions. 

Those running in the March 7 
races are: 

Bristol selectboard incumbents 
John “Peeker” Heffernan (two-
year-term) and Michelle Perlee 
(three-year-term) are both running 
unopposed to keep their seats. 

MAUSD Board Vice Chair 
Krista Siringo of Bristol will run 

unopposed for a one-year-term on 
the school board. Another Bristol 
school board representative, Kris 
Pearsall, has decided not to run 
again. No candidates had stepped 
forward by the Jan. 30 filing 
deadline to run for the three-year-
term. 

Bristol residents can still elect 
someone to fill Pearsall’s seat, 
if a write-in candidate receives 
the sufficient number of votes. 
Otherwise, the MAUSD board, 
in consultation with the town’s 
selectboard, will appoint a Bristol 
resident to fill the open spot.  

 In New Haven, longtime 
selectboard member Steve Dupoise 
has decided to step away from his 
time on the board. Michael Audy 
will run unopposed to fill Dupoise’s 
seat for a two-year-term. Selectboard 
Vice Chair Taborri Bruhl has also 
chosen not to run for another term. 
Marie Jewett is running unopposed 
for the three-year-term. 

One of New Haven’s two seats 
on the MAUSD board remains 
open after being vacated by Patrick 
Lawrence in August. No candidates 
have filed to run for Lawrence’s 
former spot.  

New Haven’s Town Meeting 
Day ballot will also ask residents to 
weigh in on the town’s purchase of 
a piece of land that could house a 

new fire station. The parcel of land 
in consideration sits on Route 17, 
not far from the village. 

Voters in Lincoln will elect a new 
member to the town’s selectboard 
this March. Incumbent Oakley 
Smith announced he will not run to 
keep his seat for another two-year-
term. Four Lincoln residents have 
entered the race for Smith’s spot 
on the board: Joe Martell, Dennis 
Filion, Conor McDonough and 
Jacob Peirce.  

Selectboard incumbents Bill 
Finger (three-year-term) and Tim 
McGowan (three-year-term) will 
run unopposed to retain their board 
seats. McGowan was appointed by 
the selectboard in September to fill 
the vacancy left by Paul Forlenza’s 
resignation. 

Lincoln residents will also vote in 
three Lincoln School Board races. 
Board members Mari Gemignani 
and Rob Backlund’s one-year-terms 
will end in March, and there is one 
vacancy on the board following 
Jeanne Albert’s recent resignation. 
Lincoln School Board positions will 
be voted on from the floor during 
the Lincoln School District’s annual 
meeting at 6 p.m. on Monday, 
March 6, at Burnham Hall. 

In Monkton, selectboard 
incumbents John McNerney (two-
year-term) and Walter Crandall 

(three-year-term) are running 
unopposed to keep their seats on the 
board. Crandall was appointed by 
the selectboard in January to serve 
for the balance of Bill Martin’s 
term. 

No one has stepped forward 
to run for either of Monkton’s 
two open seats on the MAUSD 
board, both three-year terms. One 
of the seats opened up following 
Griswold’s decision that she would 
not seek re-election. The town’s 
other open school board seat has 
been vacant since it was created 
in September, when the MAUSD 
board was reapportioned to account 
for Lincoln’s withdrawal from the 
district. 

Starksboro’s Town Meeting Day 
ballot will feature uncontested races 
for spots on the selectboard and 
the MAUSD board. Selectboard 
incumbents Carin McCarthy (three-
year-term) and Eric Cota (two-year-
term) are running unopposed to keep 
their seats. Kristen Toy is running 
unopposed for a two-year-term 
on the MAUSD board. Toy was 
appointed by the MAUSD board in 
September to fill a vacancy. The spot 
on the board was created earlier that 
month following a reapportionment 
of the school board that accounted 
for Lincoln’s withdrawal from the 
district. 

New faces fill 5-town area Town Meeting Day ballots 

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — Vergennes 

will have a new mayor, at least one 
new member of the city council, 
and a new city representative on 
the Addison Northwest School 
District Board after voting on 
Town Meeting Day. 

Vergennes-Panton Water District 
Board Member and city lister 
Chris Bearor will be unopposed on 
the March 7 ballot to be the next 
Vergennes mayor. 

Bearor was the only candidate 
who filed a petition by Monday’s 
deadline to run for a post being 
vacated by incumbent Mayor Matt 
Chabot, who announced early 
last month he would step down. 
Therefore, barring a write-in 
surprise, he will take over the post 
next month. Bearor will be required 
to resign from his position as lister, 
according to city officials, when he 
becomes mayor.

Four candidates have emerged 
for three two-year terms on 
the Vergennes City Council. 
Incumbents Ian Huizenga and Sue 
Rakowski filed for re-election, and 
they will be joined on the ballot by 
Cheryl Brinkman and Don Perlee. 

Brinkman is a member of the 
city’s planning commission and 
chairs its energy committee, serves 
as the Vergennes representative 
to the Addison County Solid 
Waste Management District, and 
worked on the Citizen Review 
Board Exploratory Committee that 
studied whether Vergennes should 
form a citizen panel to work with 
the city’s police department. 

Perlee does not currently serve 
Vergennes in an official capacity, 
according to city officials. The 
Independent will reach out to all 
council candidates before March 7 
to allow them to make their cases 
for election.

City Councilor Mel Hawley is 
not running for re-election.

Three candidates also emerged 
for the ANWSD board. Michael 
Kane, who was appointed to the 
board last year to fill the vacancy 
created by Keith Morrill’s 
resignation, is unopposed for a 
two-year term. 

Two candidates will square off 
for a three-year term: Chrystal 
Little and Margaret Carrera-Bly, 
both of whom had also sought the 
appointment that went to Kane. 

One of them will replace Mary 
Sullivan, an appointee who chose 
not to run for a full term. 

Little, a parent of a Vergennes 
Union High School senior, in 
her initial application noted she 
is a former officer and active 
member of the Commodore 
Friends of Music, a regular music 
department chaperone, a former 
AAU basketball board member, 
costume department co-leader for 
the annual school musical, and an 
assistant varsity softball coach.

Carrera-Bly’s résumé noted she 
works remotely for a San Francisco 
firm that consults nationally with 
statewide and classroom-level 
science education programs. 
Before then she worked for five 
years for the Vermont Department 
of Education as a Science Specialist 
and taught for three years at Otter 
Valley Union High School. 

Of note elsewhere on the 
Vergennes ballot:

• Professional real estate 
appraiser, former Middlebury town 
assessor and former Vergennes 
mayor and city councilor Bill 
Benton is on the ballot unopposed 
to be a lister, a post for which he 

would appear to be qualified.
• Incumbent Vergennes-Panton 

Water District Board members 
Patricia Ganson and Bruce 
MacIntire are seeking new three-
year terms.

• An article regarding the use 
of what are commonly called 
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 
funds.

It asks residents to decide 
whether Vergennes should 
“establish a reserve fund to 
be called the Infrastructure 
Improvement Fund for the purpose 
of funding capital improvements 
including but not limited to city 
facilities, parks, and sidewalks to 
be funded by Coronavirus State 
and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds 
totaling $723,257.72.”

Information on that article and 
other city issues will be available 
at the city’s annual meeting, which 
will be held Monday, March 6, 
at 7 p.m. in the Vergennes Opera 
House. 

In-person voting will be held 
from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Tuesday, 
March 7, at the Vergennes Fire 
Station at 50 Green St.

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Town 

Meeting Day this March will 
feature three races involving four 
seats on the 13-member Addison 
Central School District (ACSD) 
board. A fifth spot on the panel, 
for a three year-seat representing 
Salisbury, has but one contender.

Candidates for various municipal 
and school positions in Vermont 
had until Monday, Jan. 30, to file 
nomination papers with their town 
clerks to get on the March 7 ballot. 
At stake in the ACSD are a one-
year post representing Cornwall 
(the balance of a term vacated 
last month by incumbent Peter 
Conlon), two three-year terms 
representing Middlebury, and one 
three-year post each for Bridport 

and Salisbury.
Residents in all seven ACSD 

towns — Bridport, Cornwall, 
Ripton, Salisbury, Shoreham, 
Weybridge and Middlebury — will 
vote in these elections.

Information provided by local 
town clerks reveals that:

• Cornwall’s Chris Kramer, 
Jeffrey Taylor and Ellen Whelan-
Wuest will compete for Cornwall’s 
one-year spot. As previously 
reported by the Independent, all 
three of those candidates vied for 
an interim appointment to replace 
Conlon until the March 7 election, 
and the ACSD board picked 
Whelan-Wuest for that job. Now 
the voters will have a chance to 
weigh in.

• Patricia Allen, Jason Chance, 
Laura Harthman and Ron 
Makleff will compete for the two 
Middlebury spots on the ACSD 
board. Incumbent Middlebury 
reps Mary Gill and Victoria Jette 
(current board chair) have decided 
not to seek re-election.

• Incumbent Suzanne Buck faces 
competition from Hilda Stone for 
Bridport’s seat on the board.

• Ellie Romp is unopposed for 
Salisbury’s seat on the board. 
Incumbent Salisbury rep Jennifer 
Nuceder is taking a pass on re-
election.

Middlebury — by virtue of its 
much larger population — holds 
seven spots in the ACSD board; 
the other towns hold one each. All 

candidates are elected at-large, by 
the entire ACSD voting bloc.

The Independent will give all 
the candidates a chance to share 
their campaign priorities prior to 
the election. And the ACSD board 
will have plenty of weighty issues 
to deal with during the next few 
years, including the search for a 
new superintendent, a new high 
school principal and a Ripton 
Elementary School leader; crafting 
a new strategic plan to ensure all 
students have equal access to 
quality education; and planning a 
multi-million-dollar bond to bring 
all nine ACSD school buildings up 
to code.

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

City to get new mayor, contest for council

Field set for March ACSD board contests

Legislative Breakfasts resume
Events return after COVID hiatus

ADDISON COUNTY — After 
a two-and-a-half-year hiatus due 
to the pandemic, Bridport Grange 
No. 303 and the Addison County 
Farm Bureau have restarted their 
series of breakfasts and lunches 
at which local lawmakers and 
residents can discuss what is 
going on in Montpelier during 
the legislative session. 

The 2023 Legislative 
Breakfast series will debut in 
Vergennes on Monday, Feb. 13, 
at the St. Peter’s Parrish Hall, 85 
Maple St.

All of the breakfasts start at 7 
a.m., with the program beginning 
at 7:30 a.m. and ending at 8:45 
a.m. The program will feature 
reports from local lawmakers, 
followed by a question-and-
answer period.

All are welcome.
The Legislative Breakfast 

series has enjoyed a 50-year 
tradition in Addison County, 
offering residents a weekly 
opportunity to meet and talk 
with their state representatives 
and senators on legislation being 
debated in Montpelier. As has 
been the custom, the breakfasts 
will rotate among various public 
venues throughout the county.

After the Vergennes date, the 
breakfasts will be held at the 
following venues:

Feb. 27: American Legion, 
Post 19, 56 Airport Drive, Bristol

March 13: Congregational 
Church of Salisbury, 853 Maple 
St., Salisbury

March 27: Shoreham 
Congregational Church, School 
Road, Shoreham

April 10: Orwell Fire House, 
604 Main St., Orwell

These gatherings take place 
on Mondays, when legislators 
are back in their districts. The 
Legislature generally meets 
Tuesday to Friday.

Purchase of breakfast or lunch 
is not required to attend but helps 
the hosts to defray the cost of 
opening their hall.

The return of the series was 
in doubt early this year as the 
traditional organizers needed 
more help to get the series going.

In addition to the Grange 
and Farm Bureau, the series is 
supported by the Addison County 
Chamber of Commerce, Addison 
County Regional Planning 
Commission and the Addison 
County Economic Development 
Corp.

Legislative Breakfast Series for 2023
DATE LOCATION TOWN
Feb. 13 St. Peter’s Parish Hall Vergennes 
Feb. 27 American Legion Bristol
March 13 Congregational Church Salisbury
March 27 Congregational Church Shoreham
April 10 Fire House Orwell
Breakfasts at 7 a.m., program begins at 7:30 a.m. and ends at 8:45 a.m.

Pinky extended
ACTRESS SARAH HEATH, a Mount Abraham Union High School 

junior, sips tea during a recent rehearsal of the Addison Repertory 
Theater student-written play “A Shadow on the Wall,” which will 
be staged at the Hannaford Career Center in Middlebury next 
week. Read about the play in today’s Arts + Leisure section.

Independent photo/Steve James
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ROCHESTER — The U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, 
Forest Service invites comments 
for the proposed Telephone Gap 
Integrated Resource Project 
located on the Rochester and 
Middlebury Ranger Districts of 
the Green Mountain National 
Forest. The 72,250-acre project 
area includes National Forest 
System lands within Rutland, 
Windsor, and Addison Counties, 
including the towns of Brandon, 
Chittenden, Goshen, Killington, 
Mendon, Pittsfield, Pittsford, and 
Stockbridge. The Telephone Gap 
project proposal is now available 
for public review and the Forest 
Service is seeking public comment 
before preparing an environmental 
assessment. 

The Telephone Gap project 
proposed management activities 
are the culmination of nearly three 
years of field inventory and public 
involvement conducted by Forest 

Service staff. Resource and public 
benefits of the project include 
improved wildlife habitat, restored 
soils and wetlands, a sustainable 
network of roads and trails, 
increased recreation opportunities, 
and timber harvesting to provide 
wood products for the local and 
regional economy while enhancing 
forest health and diversity.

Written comments will be 
accepted during the 45-day 
public comment period ending 
March 13. A detailed description 
of the Telephone Gap project 
proposed action, associated maps 
and direction on how to submit 
comments can be found on the 
project website at: www.fs.usda.
gov/project/?project=60192

A public open house to learn 
more about the project proposal is 
scheduled for the evening of Feb. 9 
from 6 to 8:30 p.m. at the Barstow 
Memorial School, located at 223 
Chittenden Road, in Chittenden. 

After a brief introduction, the open 
house will provide an informal 
opportunity to ask Forest Service 
staff questions regarding proposed 
activities. Maps and information 
will be available for review.

Comments received from the 
public will be used to help focus the 
environmental analysis on resource 
issues of concern. A preliminary 
environmental assessment is 
anticipated to be complete by June 
2023 that will be available for a 
30-day public comment period. A 
final environmental assessment is 
anticipated to be complete by fall 
2023.

If you have questions or would 
like more information about 
the Telephone Gap Integrated 
Resource Project proposal, public 
open house or how to submit 
comments, please contact Jay 
Strand at 802-767-4261 x5522 or 
email at jay.strand@usda.gov.

By JEN WEIMER
A winter walk in the forest reveals a flurry of 

wildlife activity that often goes unnoticed during 
other times of the year. Often among the many tracks 
in the snow are the nearly heart-shaped prints of 
deer. The white-tailed deer (Odocoileus virginianus) 
is common throughout the United States, with an 
estimated population of 30 million nationwide. In 
the Northeast, numbers range from roughly 100,000 
deer in New Hampshire to 133,000 in Vermont and 
more than 300,000 in Maine. Deer are an important 
part of the ecosystem, but their foraging behavior 
can wreak havoc in forests, where browsing may 
contribute to the spread of invasive plants — and 
decrease species diversity. 

Deer are herbivores and feed 
on acorns, beechnuts, and green 
vegetation, including woody plants. 
One animal can consume up to nine 
pounds of food per day, and deer will 
forage urban backyards when food is 
scarce, making them a pest in some 
areas. Deer can live almost anywhere, 
but do best in areas with a combination of fields and 
forest. In the north — where winters are harshest — 
they populate forested valleys with areas of dense 
conifers that provide cover. 

Some of these conifers such as hemlock, fir, and 
pine are at risk from invasive forest pests, including 
hemlock woolly adelgid, balsam woolly adelgid, 
and red pine scale. Deer can spread these pests from 
one place to another as they move through infested 
areas and pick up eggs and crawlers on their fur.

Deer can also spread invasive plants, directly 
and indirectly, through their feeding habits. When 
deer consume the fruit of invasive plants such as 
multiflora rose, oriental bittersweet, and Japanese 
honeysuckle, the animals pass the seeds of these 
fruits in their droppings, allowing the plants to 
spread to new areas. Even seeds of invasive plants 
that deer don’t eat, such as Japanese stiltgrass, can 
spread if they are picked up on the animals’ hooves 
and dropped in other areas as deer move through the 
forest. 

Deer avoid eating other invasive species — 
including glossy buckthorn, garlic mustard, and 
Japanese barberry — which are either unappetizing 

or contain thorns that deter foraging. Overbrowsing 
of native plants in areas with large deer populations 
enables these invasive species to flourish and 
displace native species. This change in forest 
composition negatively impacts the native wildlife 
species that depend on diverse forests with native 
plants. Invasive plants can also create undesirable 
monocultures when left to spread. Japanese barberry, 
for example, can become so dense that the plants 
create a humid environment that favors deer tick 
populations, thereby increasing the prevalence of 
Lyme disease.

What can be done to preserve our diverse forests? 
In the Northeast, deer populations are managed 
primarily through hunting. The New Hampshire 

Fish and Game Department, for example, 
works with the public to develop a 10-year 
management plan aimed at achieving a 
desired population level of deer throughout 
the state. The department monitors deer 
populations within 20 wildlife management 
units (WMU) annually throughout the 
state. Objectives outlined in the plan vary 

for each WMU, depending on a two-year average 
of adult buck kill during the hunting season. Deer 
harvest is increased by issuing more permits in 
areas where deer populations exceed the carrying 
capacity of suitable habitat, impact animal and 
plant biodiversity, or create too many conflicts with 
humans. Other states in the Northeast follow similar 
management practices.

Forest managers should also consider deer 
populations when managing invasive plants. Studies 
show that overstory tree species such as maple, oak, 
and ash benefit when fencing is used to exclude 
deer from areas of forest regeneration. This is an 
expensive management option requiring ongoing 
maintenance, however, and is not always feasible. 

Prevention of invasive plants is especially critical 
in areas with high deer populations. Foresters may 
employ various management practices to limit the 
spread of invasives. These include scouting for 
invasives in advance of a timber harvest, laying 
out skid trails to avoid areas with invasives, and 
removing or treating invasives where possible. 
Operating tactics such as harvesting in uninfested 
areas first, and moving from lesser to greater 

infested areas, will also help to 
limit spread. Lastly, cleaning 
equipment after a harvest will 
ensure seeds are not spread to 
a new site. 

With planning and proper 
management, foresters can help 
turn deer encounters from “Oh, 
dear!” to “Oh look, a deer!”

Jen Weimer is a forest health 
expert, photographer, and 
writer living in the forests of 
New Hampshire. Illustration 
by Adelaide Murphy Tyrol. The 
Outside Story is assigned and 
edited by Northern Woodlands 
magazine and sponsored by 
the Wellborn Ecology Fund of 
the New Hampshire Charitable 
Foundation: www.nhcf.org.

Outside
Story

The

Oh, dear! How deer contribute to the 
spread of invasives

Info session set for Telephone Gap project

Vermont not meeting recycling goals
By FRED THYS
VTDigger.org

Vermont is still not meeting its 
goal of recycling and composting 
half its waste, according to a 
new report from the Vermont 
Department of Environmental 
Conservation.

“We need to do 
more with waste 
reduction,” said 
Josh Kelly, the 
department’s solid 
waste program 
manager and 
the author of the 
report. 

Vermonters still 
generate about 
the same amount 
of waste as they 
did 10 years 
ago, when the 
state’s Universal 
Recycling Law 
was passed, 
the report says. 
M e a n w h i l e , 
the state’s only 
landfill, in Coventry, has only 
about 20 years’ capacity left. 

“We’re getting buried in our own 
trash, and this report from Josh 
Kelly brings it home for Vermont,” 
said state Rep. Amy Sheldon, 
D-Middlebury, chair of the House 
Committee on Environment and 
Energy.

In addition, per- and 
polyfluoroalkyl substances, known 
as PFAS, are threatening recycling, 
composting and waste disposal, 
Kelly said. The report proposes 
halting the production of these 
chemicals, which are found in 
many consumer products, from 
clothes to furniture, carpets and 
food packaging. 

“It’s a sleeping giant that we’re 
all going to need to deal with in the 
coming years,” Sheldon said. “It’s 
highly toxic, and it’s in all of us.” 

The report notes it is increasingly 
costly for municipalities to treat 
these chemicals in drinking water, 
wastewater, landfills, recycling and 
composting. It calls the Vermont 
law to ban PFAS in food packaging 
— which takes effect July 1 — “a 
good first step.”

In addition, Kelly said, the cost 
to municipalities of collecting 

household hazardous waste, 
such as paint, paint thinner and 
pesticides, has skyrocketed over 
the past five years. He said when 
a resident brings a carload of these 
chemicals to the dump, it can cost a 
municipality up to $400 to recycle 

them. 
The report also 

says rechargeable 
l i t h i u m - i o n 
batteries are 
causing fires 
at solid waste 
and recycling 
facilities. The 
d e p a r t m e n t 
s u p p o r t s 
including them 
in the Vermont 
battery recycling 
program, which 
it calls one of the 
most successful in 
the country. 

Kelly said 
the market for 
recycling in 
general has 

dropped considerably. Recently, 
he said, there has been a push 
to include bottles containing 
water, flavored water, tea drinks 
and juice in the state bottle law, 
which charges a 
five-cent deposit 
for every bottle 
sold. The problem, 
Kelly said, is that 
redemption centers 
do not have the 
space to sort these 
additional bottles. 
In recent years, 
he said, they have 
also struggled 
to hire the staff 
needed to handle 
the volume. 

C u r r e n t l y , 
bottles are sorted 
by brand, which 
means they end 
up in more than 
100 different sorts, 
Kelly said. That 
is done to charge 
each brand for the number of its 
bottles that are recycled, he said.

“That means that that employee 
needs to keep in their head 100 or 
more brands and sort them by brand 

in order for the system to work,” 
Kelly said. He said if the bottle law 
is expanded to include additional 
beverage bottles, it would not work 
without other modifications.

Kelly said both recycling and 
the expansion of the bottle law 
could be supported by making 
manufacturers cover the cost 
of collecting recyclables. He 
suggested changing the system 
so that bottles could be sorted by 
material, such as glass, plastic or 
aluminum, rather than by brand.

“We have a consumer economy 
that doesn’t 
require producers 
to be responsible 
for the products 
they are selling or 
even the packaging 
that is related to 
those products,” 
Sheldon said.

S h e l d o n ’ s 
committee is 
hearing testimony 
this week on a 
hazardous waste 
bill that would 
make producers 
fund reclamation 
programs that 
solid waste 
m a n a g e m e n t 
districts run. Kelly 
is scheduled to 
testify Wednesday. 

“There seems to be agreement 
that this is an urgent matter that we 
can do something about,” Sheldon 
said.

REP. AMY SHELDON

“We’re getting 
buried in our own 
trash, and this 
report from Josh 
Kelly brings it home 
for Vermont … It’s a 
sleeping giant that 
we’re all going to 
need to deal with in 
the coming years. 
It’s highly toxic, 
and it’s in all of 
us.” 

— Rep. Amy Sheldon

“We have a 
consumer 
economy that 
doesn’t require 
producers to be 
responsible for 
the products 
they are selling 
or even the 
packaging that 
is related to 
those products.”

— Rep. Amy Sheldon

Rising waste management costs for municipalities a factor

USDA invites comments from the public on the 72,250-acre forest plans
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Around
the

bend
By Jessie Raymond

By Claire
Corkins

Ways of
Seeing

My family takes a trip together nearly every year. 
Once the trip is over we immediately look forward to 
the next one. Usually the places we pick have been 
on our list for a long time. They were seared into our 
imaginations by a book we read or a photograph we 
saw. Something draws us to them. It may be an iconic 
city we dream of visiting, a mountain we want to climb, 
or a dish we want to taste in its authentic version. 

Our trip this winter was different. We knew almost 
nothing about Bolivia before we 
chose it. We found it through one 
of the adventure tour companies 
we use, which prevents arguments 
about our plans, and we don’t 
have to worry that we won’t all fit 
in one taxi. This also allowed us 
to narrow the search for our most 
recent trip by date and price. The 
Bolivia tour was both at the right 
time and on sale. Once booked, we started doing some 
research.

It turns out there is a lot to see in Bolivia, even in the 
small portion of it we visited. Our itinerary stuck to the 
Altiplano region (the high plains), a small area in the 
southwest, while much of the rest of the country is part 
of the Amazon basin. 

We started in La Paz, the stunning pink city built in 
a caldera surrounded by high plains and the highest 
capital city in the world at 4,058 meters. The white 
city, Sucre, is a UNESCO world heritage site where 
all the colonial buildings lining the old streets and 
encircling the main square must be painted white. 
We went for a hike along the Inca trail and looked 
at dinosaur footprints. Potosi is another colonial city 

built up around the silver mines we visited. 
Salar de Uyuni is the largest salt flat in the world — 

10,000 square kilometers of layers of salt and water 
going down 450 meters. In addition, it is surrounded by 
desert and mountains — almost uninhabited, stunning 
and alien landscapes with salt lagoons, hot springs and 
wild vicunas (cousins of alpacas). Lake Titicaca is the 
highest navigable lake in the world and also the largest 
in South America. We took a boat out to the terraced 

Isla del Sol where we saw a temple 
to the Incan Sun God, and on the 
way back we stopped at pre-Incan 
ruins from the Tiwanaku people.

We were surprised by how few 
tourists we saw and how low-key 
tourism was in Bolivia. Having 
traveled many places where tourists 
are constantly barraged by vendors, 
stared at and hassled, and everyone 

is trying to sell you something, Bolivia was remarkably 
refreshing. Even in La Paz on the main street for 
tourists to shop and buy souvenirs, no one shouted at 
us or shoved their wares in our faces or followed us 
around. In fact, most shop owners were sitting at the 
back of their shops out of view. Every local person 
we met, whether a shopkeeper, a local guide, or just 
someone in the street, was kind and friendly. 

If the lithium they are currently mining in the Salar 
in Bolivia turns out to bring a lot of money to the 
area, I wonder what an influx of tourists would do. 
We had this unique experience of driving through the 
desolate landscape of the salt flats, devoid of life and 
people, and from there spending three days driving 

For the record, I am not incompetent. 
I am a responsible adult. I back up my hard drive. I 

have no overdue library books. I remember to put out 
the trash and recycling on the right day more than 80% 
of the time.

I need to make this clear because I have two or 
three acquaintances who, in repeated interactions 
with me, have only seen my flaky 
side. It’s like I save up all my most 
discombobulated moments for 
them, giving the skewed impression 
that I don’t have my act together. 
Instead of “She seems nice,” they 
leave our exchanges thinking, 
“How does that woman hold down 
a job?”

The most recent incident 
concerns a gentleman in town who, 
every year, solicits our business for 
an ad in support of an annual community event. Every 
year, I say yes. 

And every spring for the past four or five years, I’ve 
gotten an email from him, saying, “Hey, remember 
that ad we talked about this winter? I never received 
a check.”

I always think he is mistaken. So I run a search 
through Quickbooks to see whether the check has 
cleared. It hasn’t — because I never wrote it. What is 
wrong with me?

The first couple of times, he probably thought, “It’s 

just an oversight. Could happen to anyone.” But by the 
third or fourth round of this nonsense, he had to have 
me pegged as an airhead, if not a deadbeat.

Last April, my stomach dropped when I saw his 
yearly “Where’s the check?” follow-up email. Again?

“I’m not always like this,” I wanted to tell him. “I 
show up early for appointments. I floss.” But I knew 

he’d never believe me.
Yesterday, the man sent his usual 

request asking me to buy an ad. The 
way he kept up the pretense that I 
might actually follow through for 
once meant a lot to me. This time, 
I was determined to prove to him 
that I could, in fact, complete a 
simple business transaction. 

Minutes later, I printed out a 
check made payable to the event in 
question but addressed to him — as 

he had explicitly instructed in his email. I let him know 
that within the hour I would be bringing it, in person, 
to his place of business. 

“I’ll show him competence,” I muttered, grabbing 
my keys.

When I returned home, I saw an email from him. 
I expected it to say, “Thank you for being reliable 
and organized, like a normal person.”  Instead, he 
explained that I had messed up again: I had made the 
check payable to him, not the event.

I am writing in support of 
Chris Kramer’s candidacy for 
Cornwall’s seat on the ACSD 
school board. Chris is one of 
three excellent candidates from 
Cornwall, each of whom would 
bring remarkable experience 
and skill sets to the board. Chris 
stands out to me because he has 
been deeply involved in board 
issues over the last four years. For 
example, he has been in regular 
attendance at board meetings and 
other strategic planning events, 
always striving to keep the ACSD 
community appraised of important 
issues. This involvement has left 
Chris with a deep knowledge of 
many technical aspects of running 
a school district including deep 
mastery of state educational 
statutes and policy as well as an 
intimate knowledge of the most 
recent ACSD Strategic Plan and 
the Facilities Master Plan. He can 
jump in and begin contributing 
from day one.

Chris has shown his genuine 
support for education in our 
community through his countless 
hours of volunteer service. As 
chairman of Friends of Cornwall 
School (FOCS) Chris has been 
a powerful source of support to 
students and teachers and has 
improved the school experience 
in myriad ways. For example, 
he was instrumental in bringing 
K-5 afterschool programming to 
the town of Cornwall. This work 
has given Chris deep insight into 
the challenges faced by district 
schools, which will help to inform 
his thinking while on the school 
board.

In sum, I believe Chris Kramer 
possesses deep experience and 
integrity that would make him 
an ideal representative to the 
ACSD school board. Although he 
has been in vocal opposition to 
some past ACSD initiatives, he 
has always done so with courtesy 
and respect. I am thus confident 
he can bring the collegial and 
collaborative spirit required to 
address the many challenges faced 
by the ACSD.

William Amidon
Cornwall

I am writing to thank the 
Addison Independent and Marin 
Howell on a generous article 
regarding my involvement and 
retirement from Addison County 
Riverwatch Collaborative.  I 
also want to correct a bit of the 
information I gave for the article.  

Riverwatch and water sampling 
efforts were first begun in the 
county by Davis Lawton, also a 
teacher at MUHS, who worked 
with students and others, and 
raised funds in the late 80s and 
early 90s. After several years, 
he stepped aside and Paul 
Scarramucci’s lab was then used. 

I’m very glad to have my 
lagging memory prompted and to 
applaud all the interested citizens 
who have worked over the past 
decades to improve water quality 
and protect area streams and 
rivers.

Heidi Willis
Salisbury

Lawton launched 
water sampling

Migrant workers 
poorly depicted

I am disappointed at the Addison 
Independent’s decision to publish 
the Jan. 12 article “Local migrant 
worker cited for helping Mexicans 
cross border without papers” by 
Mike Donoghue, which struck me 
as dehumanizing in its portrayal of 
migrant workers from Mexico. It 
was certainly a step backward from 
the Independent’s December article 
and editorial about New Haven 
celebrating its migrant workers.

Given that immigration policy 
has significant impacts on 
individuals’ lives and our economy, 
as well as being highly polarized 
in politics, journalists have a 
responsibility to provide context 
and nuance in their reporting 
on such a complex issue, in the 
interest of a well-informed public. 

The piece cited only court 

High gloss
MOUNT ABRAHAM UNION High School junior Morgan Barnard “buffs” teammate Madison 

Gile’s basketball sneakers during the pre-game introductions before the Eagles’ matchup with 
Middlebury Union High School in Bristol on Friday. The shoe-shine must have worked as Mount 
Abe cruised to a 66-36 win over their county rivals. Read the story on Page 1B.

Independent photo/Steve James

It’s hard to ignore Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis, the Republican 
firebrand and likely presidential candidate leading the nation’s third 
most populous state. His keen sense of timing when championing 
cultural issues is as impeccable as it is distracting. That’s on purpose.

His latest move this week to have the state’s Department of Education 
reject a pilot Advanced Placement African American studies course from 
being offered in Florida’s public high schools is another example. It 
goes along with the governor’s recently passed “Stop WOKE” law, 
which seeks to prevent the study of the full-range of experiences of 
African American and LGBT people in the classroom — in K-12 as 
well as state-funded higher education and to essentially “whitewash” the 
teaching of American history.

These politically calculated moves mesh well with the “politics 
of grievance” initiated by ex-president Donald Trump, who used 
the culture wars to build a solid white-majority fan base in his 2016 
campaign.

In Florida, DeSantis is also riding a white wave of conservative 
support. By vowing to prevent the indoctrination of Florida students into 
political activism, as DeSantis claims such courses would do, he taps 
into the resistance of a state that is 79.5% White and Hispanic, and 17% 
African American. And because many Hispanics are conservative on 
social issues, they often support anti-WOKE legislation.

While the “Stop WOKE” law is being challenged for its 
unconstitutionality and opponents have won a preliminary 
injunction blocking Florida’s Board of Governors from enforcing 
its “unconstitutional and racially discriminatory provisions at 
public universities,” the outcome of the case is serious — some 15 
other conservative states have filed similar policies which limit the 
teaching of the nation’s black history. It’s a movement that must be 
fought. Politically, however, the main benefit is transitory. DeSantis 
merely seeks to keep his name in the national spotlight as the new 
hero of America’s conservative elites and a thorn in the side of the 
liberal agenda. He is, in today’s highly partisan political theater, the 
conservative who can “stick it to the Democrats.”

In an insightful column in today’s New York Times, Jamelle Bouie 
notes how DeSantis has used this issue—as well as being among the first 
to be openly hostile to vaccine mandates, masking requirements, LBGT 
issues and anything or anyone deemed woke—to seize the right flank in 
the Republican presidential primary. 

“There is a reason DeSantis has made these issues, and virtually 
nothing else, the platform from which he hopes to build national power. 
By leaning into high-profile battles as a culture warrior par excellence 
for the most reactionary segment of the American public — last year, 
to give another example, he picked a fight with the Disney corporation 
— DeSantis has made himself the hero of conservative elites and the 
bête noire of liberals and Democrats without so much as mentioning his 
radical and unpopular views on social insurance and the welfare state.”

Why is this important for Vermonters? Two reasons resonate: to be 
grateful our own Republican governor doesn’t dive to such low political 
means; and to understand the thrust behind cultural issues that may seem 
completely out of touch to many Vermonters, who may be thinking: Is it 
really necessary to wage an all-out battle to reject a new pilot textbook 
for a single AP high school course that seeks to teach African American 
studies in a new way? 

It works only because it inflames the far-right fringe of the Republican 
Party, while distracting from DeSantis’s political stands that are highly 
unpopular. 

Bouie goes on to highlight DeSantis’s ultra conservative agenda 
on the nation’s main issues — primarily the wholesale slashing of 
government-run programs like Obamacare, Medicare, Medicaid and 
Social Security. 

As a congressman for three terms from 2013 to 2018, when he ran for 
governor and won (he just won his second term in Nov. 2022), he led the 
effort to shut down the government over funding for the Affordable Care 
Act in 2013, and that same year, Bouie notes, “voted to pass a budget 
resolution that would have cut more than $250 billion from Social 
Security and Medicare over a decade. In 2017, he voted to repeal the 
Affordable Care Act and to cut taxes on corporations, high earners and 
wealthy heirs.” 

In his 2011 book bashing the Obama presidency, “Dreams From Our 
Founding Fathers: First Principles in the Age of Obama,” DeSantis 
writes that the founding fathers “strived to construct a system of 
government that prevented government-mandated wealth redistribution.” 

In today’s economy, that misconstrued take-away is a sure-fire recipe 
for widening a wealth gap that has already created an unhealthy society 
of the ultra-rich versus a growing majority of Americans who are 
struggling to make ends meet.

Bouie’s point is plain enough: American voters, and political 
opponents, should refuse to play his game on his turf (the culture 
wars) and, instead, press him at every instance to explain how his 
policies impact the issues that most affect Americans’ livelihoods and 
pocketbooks. And, as importantly, challenge his ideology that would 
create an ever-larger segment of lower- and middle-income Americans 
unable to afford a quality of life their parents and grandparents enjoyed. 

That policies DeSantis champions perpetuate the grievances of so 
many White Americans are not lost on Republican politicians. The 
culture warriors, like DeSantis, distract their supporters with emotional 
issues, while quietly passing bills against their economic interest. 

Angelo Lynn
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 “Coming to Project Independence 
is the best part of my day….”

We invite 
you to call to 

schedule a visit 
and tour!

Call Eileen at 
388-3983  

1,000 kilometers through areas 
with no paved roads, no towns or 
villages, and we saw virtually no 
one. How different this experience 
will be if paved roads ferry people 
here in a fraction of the time, and 
the inevitable tourist infrastructure 
invades, with its hotels and 
restaurants and vendors trying to 
sell you cheap souvenirs.

We learned so much about 
Bolivia on this short but amazing 
trip, and I realized that even if I 

know nothing about a place, there 
is always something worth seeing, 
and amazing people worth meeting. 
The unknown will not deter me 
from a future travel adventure.

Claire Corkins grew up and 
lives in Bristol and studied Human 
Ecology at College of the Atlantic 
in Maine. After college she worked 
abroad teaching English as a 
second language. She currently 
works with her father in such 
various endeavors as painting 
houses, tiling bathrooms, building 

But that wasn’t possible; I had 
been so careful. I confirmed that 
in Quickbooks, the check was 
correct, and I told him so.

In rebuttal, he sent a photo of 
the check. And it was not, in fact, 
correct. Quickbooks had done me 
dirty.

“I am so sorry,” I wrote, 
struggling to come up with a 
justification. “For what it’s worth, 
I have no overdue library books.”

I played around with 
Quickbooks, and for some reason, 
no matter what I entered for the 
payee or what showed on the 
screen, the man’s name insisted 

on appearing on the printed check. 
I finally solved the problem by 
having a good cry, deleting all 
mention of him or the event from 
Quickbooks and reentering them. 
After multiple failed printing 
attempts, I got it right on the fifth 
try. 

Too embarrassed to return to his 
business, I told him I would mail 
him the check immediately. And I 
did.

In bed last night, I mused on 
how unfortunate it was that my 
flashes of ineptitude seem to 
occur over and over with the 
same handful of individuals. Then 
again, maybe it was better this 

way, to look scatterbrained all the 
time to a few people rather than to 
look scatterbrained to everyone, if 
only now and then. 

At least, I told myself, I had 
resolved the current mishap and 
improved on previous years. If 
nothing else, for the first time 
ever, the check was in the mail 
weeks before the deadline. 

I was drifting off, soothed by the 
notion that I had redeemed myself 
a little bit, when a mortifying 
thought snapped me back to full 
wakefulness.

Had I remembered to put a 
stamp on the envelope?

Jessie
(Continued from Page 4A)

records or filings without 
quoting (or indicating a response 
was sought) from any of the 
individuals involved. It did not 
cite any experts, research, or 
provide context other than a 
mention of a “recent uptick” in 
Border Patrol apprehensions. 
Further, the migrants in question 
were described primarily as 

“illegal immigrants,” “aliens,” 
or “Mexicans” that were 
“captured” as though animals 
or criminals (what happened 
to the principle of innocence 
until proven guilty?). Some of 
these may be legal terms with 
specific meanings under very 
complex U.S. immigration laws, 
but needlessly dehumanize 
undocumented people to a 

general audience.
There are many resources and 

best practices available on ethical 
immigration journalism, such as 
those of Borderless Magazine or 
the Ethical Journalism Network. 
I hope the Independent considers 
such guidelines in future articles 
about immigration.

HaQuyen Pham
Middlebury

Pham letter
(Continued from Page 4A)

I’m Hildie Stone, and I want to 
introduce myself as a candidate 
for the Bridport seat on the 
Addison Central School District 
(ACSD) Board. I’d like to tell 
you a little about myself, but first, 
I want to share a bit about our 
school and our town.

Bridport is a town many talk 
about around here, but not as 
many folks really know. To many, 
we’re the farmers. The hard 
workers. The ones who don’t say 
too much. Our kids are sometimes 
said to need the most help. When 
people talk about Bridport, a lot of 
ideas come to mind. To me, there’s 
no place I’d rather call home.

As vice president of Bridport’s 
Parent-Teacher Organization, 
I get to see all the energy and 
volunteerism that makes our 
community special. Whether it’s 
hosting our back-to-school ice 
cream social, baking cookies 
to show teachers and staff our 
appreciation, or raising money 
through pizza fundraisers and 
can-and-bottle drives, our families 
pitch in to support our school and 
our kids, just like in other local 
towns. As a PTO, we’ve purchased 

new soccer goals, put up new 
playground structures, and helped 
fund school trips for the kids. 
We’ve brought families together 
with events like our end-of-year 
family picnic, a chance to gather 
together and build community 
with delicious food and friendly 
outdoor games.

As a mom to a Bridport Central 
School second-grader, I get to 
watch my own child benefit from 
all these community contributions. 
I served alongside teachers and 
staff members on the hiring 
committee to bring in our school 
counselor, so that all our students 
get the support they need. I’ve 
seen community members come in 
and work with our kids as reading 
mentors through our Everybody 
Wins program. And I’ve seen our 
volunteer fire department and 
first responders help make events 
like our local Trunk-or-Treat a 
resounding success.

As a 16-year resident of 
Bridport, I’ve seen our community 
go through its ups and downs. Our 
own family business, T. Stone 
Mechanical, is inextricably linked 
with our friends and neighbors, 

who are also our customers. 
Throughout it all, we support each 
other, and I’ve tried to do my part 
by leading our annual food and 
toy drives, yielding hundreds of 
pounds of food and shopping carts 
stuffed full of toys. As a lifelong 
Vermonter, born and raised in 
Lincoln, I know how important 
it is for communities to come 
together.

That’s why I decided to run 
for school board. I believe our 
towns, and our communities, give 
us strength. The kids in Bridport, 
just like in other towns, benefit 
immeasurably from the support 
of the families and neighbors 
around them. As a district, we 
can embrace our town centers as 
a source of strength for our kids. 
If we invest in our town schools, 
our kids and our communities will 
all reap the benefits. I’ve seen it 
happen as a community member 
myself, and I’m eager to bring that 
same sense of support to all our 
unique communities throughout 
the district.

Hildie Stone
Bridport

Letters to the Editor

Bridport woman announces run for ACSD seat

Ways of Seeing
(Continued from Page 4A) porches, and fixing old windows. 

She hikes, reads, plays ice hockey, 
travels, and wishes she could wear 
flip flops all year round.

MIDDLEBURY — Have you 
ever fallen in love with a book? 
I have, most recently with a 
book my daughter’s boyfriend 
gave me for Christmas. The 
book was a total surprise, but 
I absolutely loved it. In fact, it 
was my favorite gift – especially 
given the awful weather we had 
over the holidays which kept me 
inside more than usual. Nothing 
beats snuggling up on the couch 
with a cup of tea and a good book 
on a gloomy, wet winter day. 

If you’d like to fall in love 
with a new book, Vermont Book 
Shop in Middlebury is running a 
benefit event this month called 
Blind Date with a Book. There 
are dozens of books to choose 
from, each wrapped in brown 
paper and labeled with a few 
descriptive words to attract and 
seduce prospective readers. The 
selection is diverse, including 
hardcovers and paperbacks, 
novels and biographies, 
mysteries and 
fantasies — you 
name it. There’s 
also a selection of 
blind date books 
for children and 
young adults. 

“Many of the 
blind date books 
are advance 
reading copies 
from publishers, 
so they may not 
even be published 
yet or available for 
sale anywhere,” 
said Becky Dayton, owner of 
Vermont Book Shop. “We’re 
excited to share these books with 
the community and would love 

HERE ARE SOME of the mystery books that are being sold as a 
fundraiser for Addison County Readers.

Consider a ‘blind date’ with book

VERMONT — Vermonters 
who need to remove firearms from 
their homes now have access to a 
renewed program that provides 
safe storage at sites statewide, 
the Vermont State Police and the 
Vermont Attorney General’s Office 
announced last week. Two 
of the safe storage sites 
are in Addison County 
and one is in Brandon.

Under the Firearms 
Storage Program, eight 
federally licensed 
firearms dealers in the 
state have signed up 
to accept firearms for 
temporary storage due to 
a protection order or for 
other safekeeping reasons.

“When a protection 
order has been issued 
requiring the relinquishment 
of firearms, or for a host of 
other reasons, Vermonters need 
safe, secure and convenient 
options to store their weapons,” 
Commissioner of Public Safety 
Jennifer Morrison said. “This 

to hear back from readers so we 
can pass their reviews along to 
the publisher.”

Patty McCormick is a volunteer 
at Addison County 
Readers who wraps 
and labels the 
books.

“Blind Date 
with a Book is a 
great opportunity 
for folks to take a 
chance and try a 
new author or genre 
— and be pleasantly 
surprised,” she said. 
“And at just $2.50 
per book, it’s easy 
to say yes and take 
a few blind dates 

home.”
Blind Date with a Book runs 

the entire month of February at 
Vermont Book Shop, 38 Main St. 

in Middlebury. All proceeds will 
be donated to Addison County 
Readers (ACR), a nonprofit 
volunteer organization devoted 
to promoting early literacy. ACR 
is the local affiliate of Dolly 
Parton’s Imagination Library, 
which sends children’s books 
each month to eligible kids. 

There are currently about 
1,000 children under age 5 in 
Addison County who receive 
free books in the mail through 
this program. Donations to 
ACR are used to defray the cost 
to purchase and mail books to 
children in Addison County. 
To learn more about ACR and 
register your child, please visit 
www.addisoncountyreaders.org.

Editor’s note: This story was 
provided by Wendy Wilson, a 
volunteer with Addison County 
Readers.

“Many of the 
blind date books 
are advance 
reading copies 
from publishers, 
so they may 
not even be 
published yet or 
available for sale 
anywhere.”

— Becky Dayton

Safe storage for firearms offered
program provides that resource 
at eight locations … and we are 
working to expand that list to 
include sites in all 14 counties.”

People may need to access safe 
firearms storage sites either due to 
a court order, or for other reasons 
such as travel, the presence of 
young children, mental health 
concerns, and more.

When a person is experiencing 
domestic violence 
involving a family or 
household member, the 
individual may seek a 
relief-from-abuse order. 
A judge can require 
the person who is the 
subject of the order to 
surrender any firearms. 
The police will serve 
a copy of the order on 
the person and request 
immediate surrender of 
any firearms. Once the 
firearms are relinquished 

to law enforcement, the police 
agency may store the firearms with 
a federal firearms licensee (known 
as FFLs). Studies have shown that 
when people are experiencing 
domestic violence, having a firearm 
in the home greatly increases the 

risk of homicide.
People who are concerned about 

firearms that belong to someone 
other than a family or household 
member can contact a law 
enforcement agency regarding a 
court order called an Extreme Risk 
Protection Order, which requires a 
gun owner to surrender firearms. 
Only a State’s Attorney’s Office 
or the Attorney General’s Office 
may file a petition for one of these 
orders.

Gun owners do not need a 
court order to voluntarily store 
firearms with an FFL. However, 
law enforcement agencies typically 
will assist with relinquishment 
only if a court order is in place.

Locally three FFLs currently 
participating in the safe storage 
program are:

• Vermont Field Sports, 1458 
Route 7 South, Middlebury. 

• J Stone and Son Transport, 
1675 Route 125, Hancock.

• Hawk Hill Guns & Tackle,  590 
Franklin St., Brandon.

For more information about 
the Firearms Storage Program, 
including how new FFLs can sign 
up to participate, visit vsp.vermont.
gov/firearmstorage.

Two local sites 
included in mix

Gun 
owners do 
not need 
a court 
order to 
voluntarily 
store 
firearms 
with an 
FFL.

MORE NON-ALCOHOLIC CHOICES AND 
MOCKTAIL SUPPLIES ARRIVING EACH WEEK

260 Court Street,Suite 3
Middlebury, VT

(former location of Olympia Sports)

www.Hare.dog    |    (802) 458-8060

ADVERTISE Email us at:
ads@addisonindependent.com
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Hazel (Gregory) Lundbech, 98, of Bristol

FUNERAL
MEMORIAL 
SERVICE
CREMATION
PRE-PLANNING    
 SERVICES

BROWN-McCLAY
FUNERAL HOMES

BRISTOL
802-453-2301

VERGENNES
802-877-3321

brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com

If you want a monument - get it from a monument dealer!

Celebrating 92 years | 1930-2022

57 Main St., New Haven   |   802-453-3433 
CleggsMemorials.com    |   info@cleggsmemorials.com

WE DO OUR OWN
Dra� ing  •  Lettering  •  Sandblast 

Cleaning   •   Foundations
Setting  •  Restoration

EXPERIENCE  |  QUALITY  |  VALUE

Family owned and operatedFamily owned and operated
Addison county’s ONLY full ONLY full ONLY

service monument companyservice monument company

C LEGGS 
M E MORIALS

BARRE 
GRANITE

ASSOCIATION
RETAIL

MEMBER

Many people are planning for their funeral in advance 
in a sincere effort to ease the stress loved ones will face 

at an emotional time. It takes only a little time and 
can be handled in the privacy of your home or at the 

Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral Home.

Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral Home  
117 South Main St. Middlebury, VT  

802-388-2311
sandersonfuneralservice.com

Planning
Planning for Your Funeral,

the Smart Thing to Do…

BRISTOL — Hazel (Gregory) 
Lundbech left this life gently and 
peacefully in the home she shared 
with her daughter and son-in-law, 
on Jan. 24, 2023. She was 98 years 
old.

Hazel Madge Gregory was born 
in Leyton, London, England, on 
Sept. 27, 1924. Her father, William 
was a printer, and her mother, 
Marie Rose (Hellyer) was a 
homemaker. She had a sister Pearl, 
born in 1913, and a brother Arthur, 
born in 1920. They remained fond 
and admiring of each other until 
the end.

Sadly, her mother died of asthma 
complications when Hazel was 
two, and an aunt moved in to care 
for the children until her father 
remarried several years later. Anna 
Nolan, her Irish stepmother, was 
a devoted and wonderful woman 
who brought stability and warmth 
to the household, and Hazel 
flourished under her care.

Shortly before her 15th birthday, 
England declared war on Germany, 
and after the quiet months of the 
“Phony War” as it was called, 
the bombing of London began 
in earnest. Every evening, when 
the siren rang out, her family, the 
downstairs neighbors, and their pets 
would descend to the “Anderson 
Shelter” in the backyard — where 
everyone stayed until the all clear 
was sounded in the morning. Like 
many British people, Hazel always 
downplayed the fear and tension of 
the nightly bombings. When asked 
about how she managed, she would 
laugh and say, “Oh, well, you just 
got on with it — what were you 
going to do?”

As an older teenager she was 
a fire-bomb watcher in Leyton, 
spotting for fires after the incendiary 
bombs had fallen, and did many 
watches with her (now married) 
sister. At nineteen she applied and 
was accepted into the Women’s 

HAZEL (GREGORY) 
LUNDBECH 

Royal Naval Service (known as the 
WRENS,) and after training she 
was stationed in Plymouth, Devon 
for the remainder of the war.

At 26 she met and fell in love 
with our exuberant, musical, book-
loving father, Raymond Lundbech 
— and they were married a year 
to the day they met. Over the next 
four years they had two children, 
a daughter and a son. In 1958 the 
family moved out of London to a 
small town, Rayleigh, and onto a 
dead-end street, where they met 
neighbors who would be friends 
forever.

In 1964 the family, along with 
their nextdoor neighbor friends 

emigrated to the United States, 
where at 40 Hazel began a whole 
new chapter of her life.

Hazel was a social, lively, many-
talented woman. She worked as a 
bookkeeper until retirement, but 
also kept a cozy home, cooked 
delicious meals, embroidered, 
knit, made lovely clothes, and 
enjoyed crafting. She loved to 
read, laugh, sing, and she played 
piano beautifully. She loved all 
social get-togethers — especially 
if singing was involved!

In her 60s she took up oil 
painting, and before long was 
exhibiting and selling her lovely 
paintings.

In her mid-80s, Hazel and Ray 
moved to Vermont to be near her 
daughter and son-in-law. She made 
the move with great enthusiasm 
and could not have loved Vermont 
more — always exclaiming at how 
lucky she felt to finish her life in 
such a beautiful place.

Several years after Ray had died 
she moved across Bristol to Basin 
Street where she was welcomed 
into our home to spend the last 
three years of her life.

Hazel was predeceased by her 
parents, Marie Rose and William; 
stepmother, Ann; husband, 
Raymond; her sister, Pearl; 
brother, Arthur; and a grandson, 
Christiaan. She leaves a daughter, 
Deborah Lundbech, (Brian King) 
a son, Nicholas Lundbech, (Ann), 
six grandchildren, and eight great-
grandchildren.

There will be a celebration of 
Hazel’s life in the late spring or 
summer.

The family would like to extend 
their heartfelt appreciation for the 
kindness and friendliness provided 
to Hazel by Project Independence. 
We are also deeply grateful to 
Addison County Home Health and 
Hospice for their help in her last 
days.◊

Beverly Jean Kurek, 88, of Bristol/Leicester

BEVERLY JEAN KUREK 

BRISTOL, Vt. & HOMOSSASA, 
Fla. — Beverly Jean Kurek, 88, of 
Bristol, passed away in the early 
morning on Thursday, Jan. 19, 
2023, after a brief stay at Sturgill 
Hospice House in Brooksville, 
Florida.

Bev/Betty as her friends called 
her was born in Rutland, Vt., on 
April 6, 1934. She was the daughter 
of James and Christine (Guyette) 
Decker. She grew up in Pittsford. 
She moved to Bristol with her 
husband, Frank and her children in 
1964. After living in town and then 
on Route 116 she then moved into 
the home they built on Carlstrom 
Road in 1968. There she raised her 
family. Bev loved to read, crochet 
and play bingo at St. Ambrose 
Church. You could always find her 
there on Tuesday nights. 

Bev loved the warmth so in 2008 
she moved to Florida to become 
a snowbird. She would spend her 
winters there and her summers in 
her camper in Vermont. She had 

several different jobs over the 
years but none more important than 
raising her seven children. She will 
be deeply missed by all. In her final 
days she said she saw the Lord and 
now she is in his presence.

She leaves behind her children 
and their spouses, Donna Gagnon; 
Dolores Brown and her husband, 
Allen; Darlene Booska and her 

husband, Earl; Frank Kurek and his 
wife, Michelle; and Christie Grant 
and her husband, Mark. Bev also 
leaves behind her brother John and 
sisters Judy, Sandra and Jennifer. 
As well as numerous grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren and even 
some great-great grandchildren.

She is predeceased by her 
husband, Frank T. Kurek, 
daughter Diana Sweet, daughter 
Mary Broulliard, brothers James, 
Michael, Martin and David and 
sister Mary Esther. She was also 
predeceased by her grandson 
Daniel Grant.

Visitation will be at Brown-
McClay Funeral Home in Bristol 
on Saturday Feb. 4 from 1 to 3 
p.m. with a prayer service at 1 p.m. 
There will be a graveside service 
at Mt. St. Joseph Cemetery in 
Bristol in the spring at a date to be 
determined. 

To send online condolences 
to her family please visit www.
brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com. ◊

Shirley Ann Tiratto, 84, former Addison County resident

SHIRLEY ANN (MURRAY) 
TIRATTO

MEDINA, Ohio — Shirley Ann 
Tiratto, 84, passed away Thursday, 
Dec. 8, 2022, at Medina General 
Hospital in Medina, Ohio.

She was born Sept. 9, 1938, in 
Shoreham, Vt., the daughter of 
Thomas and Lucienne (Borthwick) 
Murray. Shirley was predeceased 
by her husband, Samuel Tiratto of 
Hillsville, Pa., who passed away 
on Shirley’s birthday in 2021, 
and her sister Jean Peryea of East 
Middlebury.

She was a member of St. Peter’s 
Catholic Church and a member of 
the St. Ann’s Society.

Shirley was employed at 
Simmonds in Vergennes and later 
retired to Florida.

Her hobbies were genealogy 

and gardening. Shirley was a great 
storyteller. She loved to recount 
stories of her loving family.

Shirley is survived by her sister 
Mary Murray Wilks, of Port St. 
Lucie, Fla.; Maurice (Tom) Murray 
and his wife Patricia of Seville, 
Ohio; James Murray of Las Vegas, 
Nev.; and multiple loving nieces, 
nephews and cousins.

A Mass of Christian burial 
will be celebrated at 10:30 a.m. 
on Friday, July 14, at St. Peter’s 
Catholic Church in Vergennes. 
Interment will be at St. Peter’s 
Cemetery in Vergennes. In lieu of 
flowers contributions may be made 
to St. Peter’s Cemetery Fund. 

To send online condolences 
to her family please visit www.

Vilas C. Masterson, 79, of Lincoln

VILAS C. MASTERSON

LINCOLN — Vilas C. 
Masterson, 79, passed away 
Sunday, Jan. 29, 2023, at his home 
in Lincoln. He was born on Aug. 9, 
1943, in Lincoln, the son of Clifford 
and Delia (Lathrop) Masterson.

Vilas married his loving wife, 
Walterine, and they settled down 
in Lincoln, where they built and 
raised their family. He worked 
in the construction industry for 
many years. He loved doing 
woodworking projects, as well 
as fishing and camping trips. He 
also loved driving his dog, Peanut, 
around on the golf cart while doing 
yard work. Vilas loved making his 
homestead a home for his family 
and their hobbies — one of which 

was horses, that led them to many 
barrel races and rodeos. He was 
always willing to help anyone in 

need, in any way he could.
Vilas is survived by his wife of 

52 years, Walterine Masterson; 
sister; Thelma and husband Donald 
Grimes; children Shane (Christa) 
Masterson, Adam Masterson, 
April Masterson, and Alex; and 
grandchildren Jacob (Sarah) 
Masterson, Griffin, Selah, and 
Mary Masterson.

Vilas is predeceased by his 
parents, Clifford and Delia 
Masterson, sister Patricia, and 
brother-in-law Howard Grimes

Visiting hours will be held on 
Sunday, Feb. 5, from 2 to 3 p.m. 
with a service following at 3 p.m. at 
Lincoln United Church. Interment 
will be at Maple Cemetery in 
Lincoln in the spring. In lieu of 
flowers contributions may be made 
to Bristol Ambulance Services. 

To send online condolences 
to his family please visit www.
brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com.◊

William John Ambrose Sr., 63, of Ferrisburgh

WILLIAM JOHN AMBROSE SR. 

FERRISBURGH — William 
John Ambrose, Sr., 63, of 
Ferrisburgh, contended with his 
mortality more than 2.5 years post-
stroke. Having faced one battle 
after another, his spirit yielded to 
God, calling him from Middlebury 
up at his time: 12:07 p.m. on Jan. 
31, 2023.

Born on Dec. 18, 1959, in 
Burlington, Bill was the only child 
of Raymond George Ambrose 
(who died in 2013) and Janet 
May (Humiston) Ambrose (who 
died in 1987). Both sets of Bill’s 
grandparents engaged in farming 
in the town of Ferrisburgh, and 
his first work was on their farms. 
Bill was a commercial truck driver 
most of his career and worked for 
companies owned by his friends, 
neighbors, and relatives: including, 
the Humiston, Brace, and Bradford 
families.

His hobbies included hunting at 
the family deer camp on Sand Road, 
fishing at Otter Creek or Kingsland 
Bay State Park, and canning jam 
and salsa from his garden. He 
enjoyed barbeques, lawn-mowing, 
and celebrating holidays with his 

family. He was especially fond of 
driving a tractor in the Vergennes 
Memorial Day Parade and the 
Charlotte Tractor Parade.

Bill was married first to the 
mother of his children, Anne Marie 
Haskins on Dec. 31, 1987, at 
Panton, Vt., and second to Debra 
Darlene Gaudette on July 21, 1990, 
in Ferrisburgh.

Bill’s four children survive him: 
his eldest daughter, Rebecca Lyn 

Ambrose, of Salem, Ore.; twin 
daughters Sarah Marie Ambrose of 
Coos Bay, Ore.; and Elizabeth May 
Ambrose of North Bend, Ore.; and 
his son, Billy, Jr. of Waco, Texas. 
Six grandchildren survive him: 
Andrew Hermann and Tamisha 
Werst, both of Coos Bay, Robert 
Field III and Jadrienne Lemmer, 
from North Bend, and Keagen and 
Neveah Ambrose of Waco. His 
parents, grandparents, and spouses 
predeceased him.

The family extends eternal 
gratitude to James and Jeremiah 
Ouimette of Vergennes Law for 
their legal representation of our 
father and to Karlene Devine for 
helping him stay connected to his 
beloved, squirrel-chasing beagle 
dog, Dexter.

In lieu of flowers, Bill’s final wish 
is for three dwarf apple trees to be 
planted on his land on Sand Road 
and for them to be cut and new ones 
planted in five years’ time.

Private cremation rites were held 
at Sanderson’s Funeral Service. 
Interment will be at Gage Cemetery 
in the spring. A celebration of life 
will be announced on a later date. ◊

Glenn Richard Gutterson, 55, of Waitsfield

GLENN RICHARD 
GUTTERSON

WAITSFIELD — Glenn 
Gutterson, chef in Waitsfield, Vt., 
died Oct. 2, 2022. 

He was born March 17, 1967, in 
Middlebury, Vt., the beloved son 
of Norman and Judith Gutterson, 
now of Amherst, N.H.

Glenn had been married to 
Tamar (Lederman) Gutterson of 
Waitsfield. They were parents 
of a son, Bridger, and remained 
friends.

He was the brother of Donald 
(Shannon) of Milford, N.H.; Terri 
of Moab, Utah; Peter (Laurie) of 
Manchester, N.H.; and Julie (Eric 
Still) of Lodi, Calif. Tim Buskey 
of Panton was his closest friend.

Glenn traveled the United 
States, eventually settling near 
his sisters in the West. He was a 
kitchen manager/chef in numerous 
ski areas. For many years, he 
was self-employed in Utah in 
construction, landscaping and 
building stone walls.

Possessing a love of music, he 
was happiest when “jamming with 
friends.” An outdoors enthusiast, 
he enjoyed skiing and exploring 
and photographing the National 
Parks. 

Burial will be in Massachusetts. 
A celebration of his life will be 
held in the spring.

Glenn will be so missed.◊

brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com. ◊

The Independent will publish paid obituaries and 
free notices of passing. Paid obituaries cost 25 cents 
per word and will be published, as submitted, on the 
date of the family’s choosing. For those who do not 
wish to purchase an obituary, the Independent offers 
a free notice of passing up to 100 words, subject to 
editing by our news department. Photos (optional) 

with either paid obituaries or free notices cost $10 
per photo. Obituaries may be emailed to obits@
addisonindependent.com.

Submissions must be received by 11 a.m. on 
Wednesday for publication in the Thursday paper. 
Email obits@addisonindependent.com or call 802-
388-4944 for more information.

Obituary Guidelines

CONTACT 
GOV. SCOTT

Governor
Phil Scott

1-800-649-6825
(Vt. only)

802-828-3333

109 State Street, Pavillion
Montpelier, Vermont 05609-0101

www.vermont.gov/governor
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TOY  TRACTOR  &
ANTIQUES  SALE

10 Green, Vergennes 8am-5pm Thursday 2/2 Friday 2/3 Saturday 2/4
TRACTORS one owner collection; pedals, die cast scale models, dealer premiums, 

ag show souvenirs. Olivers, Cockshutts, Deeres, Minneapolis-Moline,
Massey-Ferguson, AGCO, Allis Chalmers, White and more.

Literally hundreds of examples from 1/64 to pedal size.
ANTIQUES + ART including paintings, prints + sculpture, cabinets, dressers, 

period tiger maple canopy bed, rugs, very cool oversize heavy 10 pc. wrought iron 
patio set inc. sofa, 2 chaises, 4 chairs, tables, ottomans.

o

o

o

o
No early sales, numbers at 7am if needed

o

for photos        @stoneblockantiques or stoneblockartandantiques.com

WIMETT
TRADING COMPANY

802•465•4688

USED

Michael Jackman, 50 Years Experience 
David Wimett, 37 Years Experience
Mark Grant, 9 Years Experience

2668 Route 7 • Leicester, VT 05733 • wimetttradingco@gmail.com

Wimett Trading Company
at the Big White Barn in Leicester

802-465-4688 

2017 GMC CANYON 
SLE 4X4, XTD Cab, Cap, Auto, Loaded, 64k miles

$25,995

AFFORDABLE, SAFE & RELIABLE
USED CARS AND TRUCKS

We also buy cars, 
locate specialty orders 

& consider consignments 
Call Dave for an appointment

2019 TOYOTA TACOMA
DB Cab 4X4, Long box, SR5, V6, Auto, 37k miles 

$35,995

2014 VOLVO XC70 
T6, AWD Wagon, Leather, Loaded, 174k miles 

$12,995 

2016 NISSAN FRONTIER 
SV King Cab 4X4, 6 cyl, Auto, 108k miles 

$18,995

More than  a decadeof delivering Quality!

x

2013 SUBARU CROSSTREK 
Premium AWD, Auto, Loaded, 106k miles

$13,995

1 31 3 T HT H  A N N I V E R S A R Y  S A L E ! A N N I V E R S A R Y  S A L E !

 

Bristol Electronics installed our solar panels early this summer 
and all the sunny days have been pushing our meter backward at 
a good rate. It feels good to be contributing to “the grid”. Working 
with Chris, Steve, Dave and the other B.E. employees was a 
pleasure. They were well informed, patient and flexible as we 
worked through some early unforeseen roadblocks. We strongly 
recommend this company if you are interested in having solar 
energy at your home installed by a responsive, responsible 
company.                                       
            The Fishers – Addison, Vt   

FREE SITE EVALUATIONS

802 . 453 . 2500
BristolElectronicsVT.com

Addison, VT Homeowner 
Recommends Bristol Electronics

Reginald Jed Gibeault, 82, formerly of Whiting

REGINALD JED GIBEAULT

NORTH CLARENDON — 
Reginald Jed Gibeault, 82, passed 
away Wednesday, Jan. 25, 2023, at 
his home in North Clarendon with 
his caregiver and friend, Debbie 
Petrovich at his side.

He was born in Sudbury, Vt., on 
May 27, 1940, the son of Lionel 
and Mabel (Marcelle) Gibeault. 
He grew up in Whiting, where 
he attended Whiting Schools. In 
1957 Reginald joined the U.S. 
Army, where he served with the 
101 St Airbourne Division until his 
honorable discharge in 1960. He 
afterwards worked for Rutland Fire 
Clay, Rutland Plywood and GE in 
Rutland until his retirement in 2006.

He was an active hunter and 
fisherman and was a member of the 
Rutland Loyal Order of the Moose.

He is survived by his two 
brothers, Raymond Gibeault of 
Whiting and Rodney Gibeault of 
Cornwall; and his niece, Cora Waag, 
and nephew, Bernard Gibeault. He 
was predeceased by his longtime 
companion, Bea Shaw.

As per Reg’s wishes private 
graveside committal services and 
interment with military honors will 
take place in Pine Hill Cemetery in 
Brandon in the spring.

Arrangements are under the 
direction of the Miller & Ketcham 
Funeral Home, Brandon. ◊

Seeing our government
MIDDLEBURY UNION HIGH School has five foreign exchange students with the World Heritage 

student exchange program this year. In mid-January, the quintet joined five other World Heritage 
exchange students from other schools for an all-day visit to the Vermont Statehouse in Montpelier. 
They took a guided tour of the building, had lunch with Sen. Ruth Hardy, D-Addison County, and were 
introduced to the House members by Rep. Joseph Andriano, D-Orwell, where they received a very 
warm standing ovation. 

MUHS students shown at the capitol are, from left, Mahina from Tajikistan, Elena from Spain, Sen. 
Hardy, Fiamma from Italy, Diana from Ukraine and Paulina from Germany.

The Ukrainian student, Diana Herasim, is in her second year at MUHS; she could not go home 
because of the war with Russia. Organizers have found a new family who will host her for the two 
years it will take to graduate from MUHS. The Middlebury Rotary has donated money to start a college 
fund for her. She continues to do public speaking about the war. 

Photo courtesy of David Rose

By ANDY KIRKALDY
ADDISON COUNTY — A 

few new faces and one contested 
race will dot the March 7 ballots 
in the four towns surrounding 
Vergennes, while also some 
incumbents, including the chair of 
the Ferrisburgh selectboard, will be 
stepping away.

Addison offers the contested 
race, while Ferrisburgh, Panton and 
Addison will also have financial 
articles on their warnings on top 
of their selectboard spending 
proposals. Future articles will look 
at the towns’ spending plans. 
FERRISBURGH

A name not on the ballot is 
probably the biggest news for 
Ferrisburgh. Selectboard Chair 
Jessica James chose not to file a 
petition to run again after five years 
on the board, the past three years as 
its leader. 

James cited family as the biggest 
reason to step away. She wants to 
“dial in on” her two children, who 
are 10 and 12 and are active in sports. 
She is a paralegal with a Vergennes 
law firm, and her husband manages 
two car dealerships in Barre while 
juggling a Vermont Army National 
Guard commitment.

“Going through the last budget 
season I was just burnt out,” James 
said. “I feel like doing what I was 
doing for the town was a fulltime 
job, and I don’t have that time to 
dedicate to it anymore.”

James suggested Addison 
County’s third-largest community 
might want to consider a town 
administrator. 

“I can’t be talking to the town 
attorneys while I’m driving up 
to their soccer practice. It’s just 
too much,” she said. “If they had 
someone during the day to take care 
of the management of the town it 
would be a lot easier to be on the 
selectboard at this time.”

James said she’d “absolutely” 
consider a return to civic service in 
the future.

“But right now I just can’t balance 
it off,” she said.

Meanwhile, two candidates for 
the Ferrisburgh selectboard are 
running unopposed. Multi-term 
incumbent Jim Benoit chose to run 
again, seeking another three years. 
Filing for the two-year term James 
is vacating was auditor and longtime 
Ferrisburgh planner Walter Reed. 

Barring a write-in surprise, Reed 
will be required to resign as auditor 
when he joins the selectboard, 
according to town officials, who 
were not immediately sure about his 
status as a planner.

Also running unopposed are 
two incumbent Ferrisburgh 
Addison Northwest School District 
(ANWSD) board members, Erica 
Andrus for a one-year term and 
Chris Kayhart for a three-year term. 
Kayhart is currently the board’s vice 
chair.

Voting for candidates will be held 
at the town’s Route 7 town offices 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on March 

7. Decisions on town finances, 
including the selectboard budget 
and articles seeking approval for 
a grader purchase and charitable 
donations, will be done from the 
floor of town meeting, also at town 
hall, at 10 a.m. on Saturday, March 
4. 

The grader request is for 
$324,000, but the selectboard is 
proposing to put $200,000 of the 
town’s American Rescue Plan 
Act funding and $15,000 from the 
town highway department’s truck 
fund toward the purchase, leaving 
taxpayers to foot the $110,000 
balance. 

Town officials said the town 
meeting that Saturday will offer a 
Zoom component, but those who 
want to weigh in on the financial 
questions will have to show up in 
person.

“People that are Zooming in will 
not be able to vote,” said Town 
Clerk Pam Cousino. “They’ll be 
able to watch, but not participate.”
ADDISON

Addison offers the area’s 
contested race: Geoffrey Grant is 
challenging incumbent Tri-Town 
Water District Commissioner Steve 
Kayhart for a three-year term on the 
district’s board.

Elsewhere, incumbents are 
unopposed for major offices. 
Longtime incumbent selectboard 
member Rob Hunt is unopposed 
for another three-year term, and 
incumbent Addison ANWSD board 
member Amy Kittredge is alone on 
the ballot for three more years. 

Of note elsewhere on Addison’s 
ballot is a request for residents to 
support $5,000 for professional 
maintenance of the town’s website 
(addisonvt.net), which in general 
does not compare favorably with 
that of other local communities.

Addison residents will meet with 
town officials at 7 p.m. on Monday, 
March 6, at the former Addison 
Central School to learn about and 
discuss issues, and then cast votes 
the next day from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
at the town clerk’s office next door.  
PANTON 

In Panton incumbent Selectboard 
member Zach Weaver will face no 
competition on the ballot for his 
post, nor will John DeGraaf, who 
signed up to run for one-year on the 
Vergennes-Panton Water District 
board. Barring a write-in campaign, 
there could be a vacancy on that 
latter board: Meddie Perry’s term 
on the water district board expired, 
and no one filed papers to fill the 
vacancy.  

For the ANWSD board, appointed 
incumbent Martha DeGraaf is 
seeking a full three-year term 
without competition. 

The Panton selectboard added 
two articles to the ballot. The more 
typical of the two recommends 
borrowing up to $250,000 to buy a 
new dump and plow truck.

 The other recommends Panton 
eliminate the positions of lister, 
which have gone begging recently 

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — While there’s 

going to be spirited competition for 
two seats representing Middlebury 
on the Addison Central School 
District board (see related story), 
the only suspense surrounding the 
community’s municipal elections 
is, “who will run for town clerk?”

Candidates for various municipal 
and school positions had until 
Monday, Jan. 30, to file nomination 
papers with the town clerk’s office 
to get on the March 7 ballot.

Information supplied by 
Middlebury Town Clerk Ann 
Webster shows a series of 
uncontested elections, including:

• Incumbents Dan Brown and 
Brian Carpenter for new three-year 
terms on the selectboard.

• Incumbent Isabel Gogarty for a 
two-year term on the selectboard. 
Gogarty was picked last year to 

replace incumbent Esther Thomas, 
who had to resign from the board 
when she moved out of town. 
Gogarty is now the lone taker 
for the remaining two years on 
Thomas’s term.

• Beth Dow for a three-year term 
as town treasurer.

• Incumbent Gary Baker for a 
three-year term as town lister.

• Incumbent Susan Shashok, one 
year, as town moderator.

• Incumbent Claire Tebbs, one 
year, as a trustee of the Ilsley 
Public Library.

Middlebury Town Clerk Ann 
Webster had hoped to retire 
this March after more than two 
decades of dedicated service to 
the community. She announced 
her retirement last April to give 
prospective candidates plenty of 
time to throw their hats into the 
ring. But Monday’s filing deadline 

arrived with no takers.
Fortunately, Webster is a team 

player who’s agreed to work “extra 
innings” in an effort to fill the very 
important job.

“The (select)board and I reached 
an agreement for me to put my 
name on the ballot and they can 
start advertising for a Middlebury 
resident to appoint,” Webster told 
the Independent through an email. 
“I have a termination date for the 
end of the fiscal year in June, so I 
will be available to train and help 
someone get settled in, but I have 
unused vacation time that I can 
draw once the new person wants 
me to stop ‘hovering.’”

Any Middlebury resident 
interested in serving as town clerk 
should call the town offices at 802-
388-8100.

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

Middlebury to seek new town clerk

New faces dot city-area ballots 
in the town. According to Town 
Clerk Maggie McCormick, the 
board believes given the lack of 
civic engagement and the growing 
complexity of the job — which 
involves real estate and computer 
software knowledge, plus customer 
service, and is essentially a volunteer 
position — the town would be better 
off continuing to hire professionals. 

McCormick noted there’d been 
related costs, including software, 
insurance and consultants, to 
support a board of listers.

Panton residents will cast their 
votes on Town Meeting Day 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. upstairs in 
Panton Town Hall. The town’s 
informational town meeting will be 
held in the same venue at 6 p.m. on 
Monday, March 6.
WALTHAM 

Waltham has a quiet ballot, 
according to Town Clerk Linda 
Devino. Nominations for officers 
are returning to the traditional 
process in Waltham — from the 
floor of town meeting, which 
Waltham will hold in its town hall at 
6 p.m. on March 6. 

The only major office coming 
open is on the selectboard, where 
Don Ross’s term will expire. He 
and any other candidates can be 
nominated from the floor, where 
typical spending articles such as the 
budget and nonprofit donations will 
be decided by voice vote, or paper 
ballot if requested. 

Voting on school spending will be 
conducted on March 7 at Waltham 
Town Hall from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Send us your pet!
news@addisonindependent.com

Pet of the 
week

ADDISON 
COUNTY School Briefs
SUNY Morrisville recently 

announced that Samuel Warren of 
Bridport was named to the dean’s 

list for the fall 2022 semester. To 
be named to the list, a student 
must achieve a 3.0 to 3.99 grade-
point average for the semester and 
complete 12 credit hours.
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New Household Waste Choices
In Middlebury & all of Addison County

Wade Acker • (802) 349-2414 
Visit www.ackerwastemanagement.com

for more information on our residential and drop off services!

Household TrashHousehold Trash • RecyclingRecycling • CompostCompost
Middlebury Drop off Options

At Quesnel Farm, 1442 Rt 7 North:
Saturdays 8 AM - 12 Noon   •   Tuesdays and Thursdays 2:00 - 6:00 PM

Standard trash: $6 per bag
Large bags $8-$10 • Compost: $2

Recycling FREE with paid trash

Vergennes Police Log

NEWS

Lincoln Have a news tip?
Call Dawn Mikkelsen at 453-7029

LINCOLN — It’s official. Hill 
Country Holiday and Lincoln 
Sports has come up with another 
fun and exciting weekend! This 
year’s theme is forest magic. On 
Friday, Feb. 3, there will be a 
contra dance at Burnham Hall at 
7 p.m. There is a $10 suggested 
cash donation at the door. 

On Saturday, Feb. 4, the forest 
magic parade begins at 11:30 
a.m. starting at Burnham Hall 
and ending at the library. Line-
up at the hall begins at 11 a.m. 
Preschoolers dressed in forest 
costumes will perform and the 
Hill Country Forest Queen will 
be crowned mid-parade by the 
Lincoln General Store. From 
noon to 1 p.m. the library will 
be hosting skating, a bonfire 
and hot soup lunch. The Lincoln 
Cooperative Preschool will 
be offering a spaghetti dinner 
fundraiser from 5-6:30 p.m. at 
Burnham Hall. An adult meal 
is $10 and seniors/kids are $5. 
There will also be an opportunity 
to purchase 50/50 raffle tickets 
for $5 per ticket or three for 
$10 After your meal, Todd and 
Charlie are back hosting the 
world-famous variety show at 7 
p.m. at the hall. This is always a 

highlight of the weekend, don’t 
miss it! 

The festivities come to a close 
on Sunday, Feb. 5, at 11 a.m. with 
a bonfire and sledding on Gove 
Hill.  

Lincoln Community School 
students have been learning all 
about the human heart and how we 
can all use our own hearts well. To 
celebrate National Heart Health 
Month, LCS will be participating 
in a Change My Heart fundraiser 
benefiting The Children’s Heart 
Foundation. Since 1996, The 
Children’s Heart Foundation has 
made it their mission to fund 
research and raise awareness 
for congenital heart disease, the 
most common type of birth defect 
in America. Every year, nearly 
40,000 babies are born with a 
congenital heart defect, or CHD. 
That’s equal to one child born 
with CHD every 15 minutes. 

LCS will be collecting 
donations during the month of 
February. If you’d like to donate, 
there will be collection jars in the 
school’s front office and at the 
Lincoln General Store. Any and 
all donations will be graciously 
accepted. Thanks for opening 
your own hearts by considering 

the cause!
FROM THE TOWN

The Lincoln Development 
Review Board (DRB) needs an 
energetic, reliable volunteer to 
fill a vacancy on the board. The 
DRB also needs to fill the position 
of “Alternate.” The alternate is 
encouraged to attend all DRB 
meetings, but can only vote on 
issues before the DRB if a regular 
board member is not able to attend 
a meeting.

If you are a resident of Lincoln 
and are interested in serving 
your community by helping with 
the important work of the DRB, 
please call 802-453-2980 or 
e-mail admin@lincolnvermont.
org. The Lincoln selectboard will 
interview interested candidates 
and will make appointments to fill 
these positions ASAP.
REMINDER

The Ripton Community Coffee 
house presents Mike + Ruthy at 
Burnham Hall on Saturday, Feb. 11 
at 7:30 p.m. Doors open at 7p.m.

Until next time … Surprise 
Yourself Every Day With Your 
Courage. It’s During The Hard 
Times When The Hero Within Us 
Is Revealed. Let Perseverance Be 
Your Engine And Hope Your Fuel.

VERGENNES — Between 
Jan. 23 and 29 Vergennes police 
conducted 19 traffic stops. City 
police have said they ticket drivers 
in about half of such stops, and 
they issue warnings in the other 
half ending. 

In other action during those 
seven days, Vergennes police 
conducted six patrols, five by 
cruiser and one on foot; responded 
to one accidental 911 call dialed 
by a child; and also:

On Jan. 23 issued a no-trespass 
order to an unwanted Maplefields 
convenience store customer.

On Jan. 25 spoke to the owner 

of a car in Falls Park after the 
park’s nighttime curfew. Police 
determined there was no problem 
because he was locked out of the 
vehicle and was waiting for a 
family member with a second key.

On Jan. 26:
• Investigated what appeared to 

be the theft of a package from a 
Commodore Drive porch. Police 
learned a delivery subcontractor 
had put the package on the wrong 
porch and had returned to pick 
it up and take it to the correct 
address. 

• Went to Waltham on behalf of 
Vermont State Police to counsel a 

troubled person.
• Checked the welfare of an 

East Street resident on behalf of 
a family member and determined 
the individual was OK.

• Spoke to a troubled Main 
Street resident and determined she 
was OK.

On Jan. 27 conducted a local 
criminal records check on behalf 
of the U.S. Army.

On Jan. 29 spoke to a person 
reported to be sitting for three 
hours in an SUV parked on School 
Street and determined he was 
making a lengthy personal phone 
call. 

Marrying Mongolia: A Memoir
— Sas Carey

Book Launch
Friday, February 17th at 7 PM

Champlain Valley Unitarian Universalist Society
2 Duane Court, Middlebury

(Free will offering)

For sale at the Vermont Book Shop and online or from the author
For further information, contact sas@nomadicare.org or 802-349-9019

Signed and 
personalized books 

available
Paperback

- 304 pages, 16 
pages of colored 

photos - $30
Published 2023
by International 
Polar Institute

What led Sas
Carey to end up in 

Mongolia’s taiga
with Dukha reindeer herders?

Abracadabra!
MAGICIAN ALYX HILSHEY 

impressed a big crowd at 
the Vergennes Opera House 
audience on Saturday with her 
many feats of leger de main. 
For one ruse she plucked 
a young assistant from the 
crowd (Richmond’s Addie Farr, 
bottom photo), who joined 
forces with her on a trick. She 
saluted what was a full house 
for their appreciation (top 
photo) of her poised practice 
of prestidigitation. The Essex, 
N.Y., resident is a versatile 
entertainer who said she finds 
the most joy performing for 
children and families.

Independent photos/Steve James
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Strong Schools.  Strong Towns.  Strong Kids.

www.votechriskramer.com

ChrisChris

KramerKramer
ACSD Board

Endorsements

Co-Chair Since 2019, Friends of Cornwall School

Paid for by Chris Kramer, 553 Wooster Rd, West Cornwall, VT  05778

1.  Bring Transparency to New Superintendent Search.

2.  Amend Article 14 to Give Towns a Say in Their Future.

3.  Focus on Fiscally Responsible, Highest-Priority Facility Improvements.

• Ashley Lane, President, Bridport PTO
• Jubilee McGill, Addison-5 Representative (Bridport)
• Molly Daly, Co-Chair, Friends of Cornwall School
• Lorri Sperry, former Co-Chair, Friends of Cornwall School
• Kristi Tolgyesi, former member, Cornwall School Board
• Farhad Khan, Middlebury Selectboard
• Sadie Brightman, Executive Director, Middlebury Community Music Center
• Su White, Teaching Director, Quarry Hill School in Middlebury
• Linda January, Executive Director, Otter Creek Child Center/College Street 

Children’s Center in Middlebury
• Logan Price, Board Chair, Otter Creek Child Center/College Street Children’s 

Center in Middlebury, and former ACSD Business Manager
• Kymberly Breckenridge, Board Chair, Teen Center in Middlebury
• Jacqueline Prime, two-time winner of the Terri Lynne Lokoff Teacher Award for 

Outstanding Early Education
• Erin Robinson, President, Friends of Ripton School
• Laurie Cox, Chair, Ripton Selectboard
• Wendy Harlin, former member, Ripton School Board
• Barry King, former Director, Keewaydin Environmental Education Center (KEEC) 

in Salisbury
• Ruth Bernstein, Shoreham Selectboard
• Becca Kerr, Director, ARK Afterschool Program in Shoreham
• Fran Putnam, Weybridge

36th in a series
By RICHARD HOPKINS 

Do you remember when 
Al Gore’s movie “An 
Inconvenient Truth” 
came out? I saw it in 
a crowded movie 
theater almost 20 
years ago. Recently 
I wondered how 
our local climate 
data in Vermont 
look now compared 
to then. Quick 
answer: things have 
gotten worse. 

One good summary 
measure for climate is daily 
temperature, averaged over a 
whole year. The National Oceanic 
and Atmosphere Administration 
(NOAA) has a website where 
you can download such data (and 
some other summary measures) 
going back to 1895 for the western 
portion of Vermont.

In the first graph, you can see 
the data from 1895 through 2002. 
If you squint you can see a slight 
upward trend peeking through the 
year-to-year variability — such 
a trend would be a warming 
signal — but it could easily be 
dismissed as unimportant. There 
was a similar warm period during 
the early 1950s.

If you add in the years from 
2002 to 2022, the years since the 
data shown in “An Inconvenient 
Truth,” you can see that the slope 
looks much steeper since 2002, 
and now it sure looks like a clear 
warning signal. You no longer 
need fancy statistics or computer 
models to see an effect.

For us in Vermont, the amount 
of warming so far, or likely, in the 
near future is not an emergency 
in itself — if our climate became 
like that of Pennsylvania, it would 

be no tragedy. But as this trend 
continues, farmers and the winter 
sports industry will need to adapt, 

and we should expect increases 
in the frequency, intensity 

and timing of extreme 
weather events 
(floods, heat waves, 
blizzards, droughts). 
We also should 
expect significant 
p o p u l a t i o n 
pressure from 

climate refugees as 
flooding makes some 

coastal communities 
uninhabitable.

What we do locally to reduce 
the causes of climate change 
won’t by itself affect the level of 
CO2 in the atmosphere globally 
very much. It would be easy — 
and I believe wrong — to sit 
back and let other people far 
away make the needed changes, 
while we continue 
with business as 
usual. I think it is 
widely understood 
that for every part of 
the country, and every 
part of the world, 
business as usual is 
unacceptable.

The evidence in our 
2017-2020 Addison 
County Greenhouse 
Gas Inventory is that 
so far, we do seem to 
be doing business as 
usual. (See more on 
that online at tinyurl.
com/LocalGHG.) 

The good news is that, in 
accordance with our state’s 
Renewable Energy Standard for 
electric utilities, the electricity 
delivered by Green Mountain 
Power to its customers has gone 
from a low carbon content to a very 

low carbon content, perhaps close 
to zero. (Because our electricity 
is so low in carbon, reducing 
electricity consumption won’t in 
itself have much effect on reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions.)

The bad news is that we have 
seen little overall decrease in 
use of fossil fuels: gasoline, 
diesel, fuel oil, natural gas, 
propane. The changes we have 
seen are mostly attributable to 
the COVID restrictions of 2020 
and 2021; less travel, more home 
heating as more people worked 
at home. There has been some 
progress — sales of heat pumps 
and electric vehicles are up, 
people are weatherizing their 
homes and businesses and adding 
solar panels to their roofs — but 
those changes have not yet been 
widespread enough to affect the 
countywide totals.

Agriculture, especially dairy 
farming, is a major 
industry in our 
county, and has been 
a major contributor 
to our greenhouse 
gas emissions totals. 
Farmers tend to be 
conservative, in the 
best sense — they 
will adopt a new 
practice when it 
is economically 
feasible and there is 
good evidence and 
experience that it 
works. Leaders in 
agriculture need to 
continue to step up to 

hasten change.
Getting out of a business-as-

usual mindset is a necessity and 
a challenge for all of us. You can 
take action in your own life, and 
as a member of your community. 

• In your own life, depending 

Climate matters
Perspectives on Change

on your circumstances, you can 
replace the vehicles you drive and 
the powered equipment you use 
at home or in your business with 
electric equivalents when they 
need replacing, or even before. 
Similarly, you can heat your 
home, business or other buildings 
you are responsible for with cold-
climate electric heat pumps, to 
replace your fossil-fuel heating 
system. 

• As a member of your 
community, you can insist that 

your elected and appointed 
officials (town selectboard, school 
board, planning commission 
members, and so on) figure out 
how to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions substantially when they 
make decisions about vehicles or 
building heat. You can join or form 
a climate committee in your town, 
your school, your workplace, or 
your place of worship. You can 
join an organization that advocates 
for climate-smart policy at the 
state or local level. There is much 

to be done, and we are running out 
of time. 

It’s too late for business-as-
usual. 

—————
Dr. Richard Hopkins is a 

retired public health official who 
has devoted himself to volunteer 
activities to try to reduce climate 
change. He is a member of the 
board of the Climate Economy 
Action Center of Addison County, 
and of the town of Middlebury 
Energy Committee.

Too late for business as usual

A CHART THAT graphs local temperatures before the release of “An Inconvenient Truth” seems to 
suggest a rising average, but the trend is not absolutely clear.

Source: National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

ADD THE TWO decades of temperature data since “An Inconvenient Truth” was released and the chart 
of local temperatures clearly shows that our region is warming.

Source: National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

Getting out of 
a business-
as-usual 
mindset is a 
necessity and 
a challenge 
for all of us. 
You can take 
action in your 
own life, and 
as a member 
of your 
community. 
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Housing
(Continued from Page 1A)

FOR ALL YOUR 
POUR CHOICES

260 Court Street,Suite 3
Middlebury, VT

(former location of Olympia Sports)

www.Hare.dog    |    (802) 458-8060

state will cut Summit Properties’ 
Act 250 permit application fee 
in half — roughly an $82,000 
savings.

The NDA designation will 
also entitle Summit’s so-called 
Stonecrop Meadows subdivision 
to an exemption from the land 
gains tax and cap its wastewater 
review fee, among other things.

“In many ways, it unlocks 
affordable housing financing 
from the state,” said 
Summit COO Zeke 
Davisson.

“The state approving 
the designation is a 
stamp of approval and 
recognition by the 
state that Middlebury 
and Addison County 
need smart-growth 
and the town is in a 
position to encourage 
it effectively,” he 
added. “Not only does 
the NDA provide relief 
from some of the Act 
250 submission fees, 
perhaps it’s biggest 
benefit for the town 
is that it makes every 
affordable and mixed-
income housing development 
proposed within its boundary 
more competitive for the state 
affordable housing funds that 
are required to build affordable 
housing in today’s market.”

Plans call for Stonecrop 
Meadows to include a combination 
of market-rate, workforce and 
affordable housing on 35 acres 
currently owned by Middlebury 
College. The NDA, coupled with 
the town’s concurrent effort to 
amend its zoning bylaws in a 
housing-friendly way, was key in 
Summit’s willingness to pursue 
its Stonecrop Meadows plan, 
according to Davisson.

According to Housing & 
Community Development, 
developers doing business in an 
NDA-approved community save 

an average of $50,000 in state 
permit fees and an average of 
seven months in permitting time.

“I’m not sure whether we 
would’ve pursued this project 
without the NDA coming,” 
Davisson said.

But the NDA is about 
much more than one housing 
development, noted Jennifer 
Murray, Middlebury’s director of 
planning & zoning.

“We’ve worked really hard on 
our zoning reforms 
and this designation 
is exactly what we 
need to super-charge 
the zoning and 
draw interest from 
the development 
community to help 
bring these things to 
fruition,” she said. 
“Given that the cost 
of construction in 
Addison County is on 
par with Chittenden 
County, I believe that 
the NDA designation 
is crucial for our 
community to remain 
competitive in 
terms of attracting 
development interest. 

Together, the new NDA and a 
recent zoning amendment funded 
by the Municipal Planning Grant 
program provide real tools for 
addressing our housing shortage 
by maximizing the development 
potential of parcels within 
walking distance of downtown.”

Areas eligible for designation 
must be within a neighborhood 
planning area defined as an area 
surrounding an existing state 
designated area, extending a 
quarter mile from village centers 
and new town centers, and a half 
mile from downtowns.

A map delineating Middlebury’s 
NDA area can be found with this 
story on addisonindependent.
com. It’s a combined total of 
652.7 acres, divided into two 
sections that encompass the 

Developers 
doing 
business in a 
Neighborhood 
Development 
Area-approved 
community 
save an 
average of 
$50,000 in 
state permit 
fees and 
seven months 
in permitting 
time.

downtown.
One of the sections extends to 

the east, along Washington Street 
Extension, and is designed to 
promote infill development along 
a low-density section of the 
corridor between the downtown 
neighborhoods and an existing 
subdivision at Painter Hills Road.

The second section extends 
south along Route 7 (at 
Boardman Street). This NDA 
extension would allow the town 
to add residential density to a 
node of existing commercial 
and residential development at 
Boardman Street, connecting 
it with The Centre shopping 
plaza area. The parcels selected 
for inclusion in this section of 
the NDA are adjacent to the 
Trail Around Middlebury and 
are walkable to The Centre and 
Middle Union Middle School. 
The primary landowner is the 
county’s largest employer, 
Middlebury College, which has 
been receptive to creating new 
affordable housing in town.

All of the proposed areas 
in the NDA are adjacent to 
existing development areas. 
The Boardman Street parcels 
proposed for inclusion in 
the NDA are adjacent to the 
Stonegate housing complex and 
3,000 feet from The Centre.

Murray noted the town 
recognizes the need to extend 
sidewalks and paths in the NDA 
sections.

Middlebury joins the 
following Vermont communities 
on the NDA list: Brattleboro, 
Burlington, Essex Junction, 
Manchester, Putney, Randolph, 
South Burlington, Westford and 
Winooski.

Towns that secure NDAs 
are first in line for a variety of 
state grants, including Better 
Connections, Better Places, 
Municipal Planning, Brownfield 
Revitalization and Community 
Development.

It took around two years for 
Middlebury to secure its NDA 
designation, but Murray believes 
it will be worth it. She used the 
Summit Properties situation as 
an example, noting it also helps 

to have a landowner willing to 
provide the land at little or no 
cost.

“Middlebury College further 

lowering (subsidizing) the 
upfront land costs put us in 
the game with Summit,” she 
said. “Without an NDA at all, 

affordable housing projects don’t 
have a chance.”

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

BURLINGTON — The Vermont 
Department of Health, in partnership 
with the Vermont Community 
Foundation, has awarded grants 
totaling $4.8 million to 30 local 
organizations in 11 counties 
— including Addison County 
— to support efforts to address 
COVID-19 disparities and advance 
health equity in their communities. 

Funded by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, 
the grants are designed to bolster 
organizational capacity to focus 
on the needs of populations who 
have experienced socioeconomic 
disadvantage, historical injustice, 
racism, and other systemic 
inequities.

Among the organizations 

receiving grants is the Open Door 
Clinic, which is based in Middlebury 
and services Addison County. The 
clinic provides mobile healthcare 
services with appropriate language 
support, particularly among the 
migrant farmworker population.

Also receiving a grant was 
Come Alive Outside, a Rutland 
organizaiton that aims to increase 
inclusion, access and equity to 
the outdoors for underserved 
populations who face the highest 
health inequities. It partners with 
Middlebury Area Land Trust, 
Middlebury Parks and Recreation, 
and Ilsley Public Library, among 
others.

“Public health happens at the 
local level, and these awards 

recognize that it takes many hands 
to ensure everyone has a fair and 
just opportunity to be healthy,” 
said Ashley Kraybill, director of 
the Health Department’s Office of 
Health Equity Integration. “Through 
the expertise of these organizations 
and the Vermont Community 
Foundation, we can acknowledge, 
engage and meet the challenges 
of our shared history and systemic 
inequities, and come out with better 
health outcomes for all Vermonters 
— particularly those who have 
experienced historical injustices.”

Projects supported through these 
awards include closing the health 
access gap for those living in rural 
areas, enhancing language access for 
providers and patients, expanding 

health services for neurodivergent 
individuals, building programs for 
LGBTQ+ communities living in 
rural areas, and creating healing 
spaces for Black, Indigenous, people 
of color (BIPOC) communities 
who have experienced systemic 
oppression.  

Dan Smith, president and 
CEO of the Vermont Community 
Foundation, added: “The 
Community Foundation brings 
people and resources together to 
make a difference in Vermont, and 
it’s an honor to share our experience 
and deep community connections 
with the Department of Health as 
we work towards increasing all our 
neighbors’ ability to lead healthy, 
vibrant lives.” 

Health equity grants to be awarded in Vt.

ADDISON  COUNTY

School News

Two local students, Isadora 
Luksch of Middlebury and Ila 
Collette of North Ferrisburgh, 
have been named to the dean’s list 
at the University of Rhode Island. 

The following local students 
have been named to the dean’s list 
at Saint Michael’s College for the 
fall 2022 semester:

Gwen Troumbley, a sophomore 
gender studies major from Hancock 
and a graduate of Middlebury 
Union High School.

Brianna Cotroneo, a senior 
media studies and digital arts major 
from Middlebury and a graduate of 
Middlebury Union High School.

Thomas Ash, a freshman 
psychology major from 
Middlebury and a graduate of 
Middlebury Union High School.

Thomas Bemis, a sophomore 
biology major from New Haven 
and a graduate of Avon High 
School.

Andrew Lanthier, a junior 
environmental science major from 
Orwell and a graduate of Fair 
Haven Union High School.

Audrey Scribner, a freshman 
business administration major 
from Vergennes and a graduate of 
Vergennes Union High School.
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DIGITAL DOESN’T HAVE TO BE HARD
Here at the Addy Indy we have always seen it as our job to 

help connect your business with its clients.

As times change and technology evolves, pairing
digital services with your print advertising campaigns is the 

best way to quickly & efficiently connect with the community.

Independent Digital Marketing can help you
better reach our region with:

digital@addisonindependent.com

802-388-4944

addisonindependent.com/independent-digital-marketing

CONTACT US TODAY TO GET STARTED!

DIGITAL DIRECTORY 
MANAGEMENT

ONLINE 
ADVERTISING

WEB DESIGN & 
DEVELOPMENT

COVID-19 vaccine clinics available throughout 
Addison County through March 31st. 

Please call 
Mountain Community Health 

(formerly Mountain Health Center) 
for more information at 

(802) 453-5028. 
MCH will be offering Pfizer Bivalent

Boosters for all ages 5+.

  Boosters are FREE 
NO INSURANCE REQUIRED. 

Still Not Vaccinated?
Need a Booster?

**  Walk-in COVID-19 vaccinations available this Saturday, February 4,  
9AM – 12 noon at Mountain Community Health, 61 Pine St. Bristol. 

Farmers
(Continued from Page 1A)

collaboration is a big and important 
part of what we do.” 

Around 100 of the organization’s 
members and other guests gathered 
at VFW Post 7823 for the event, 
during which speakers recognized 
how collaboration has helped grow 
the coalition over the past decade 
and how important working 
together will be in furthering the 
group’s mission of helping farmers 
adopt environmentally conscious 
and economically resilient farming 
practices. 

Nazareth shared with the 
audience the coalition’s plans 
for further collaboration with 
community partners. He said the 
organization has applied for a 
Workforce Development Grant 
with Middlebury College and the 
Patricia Hannaford Career Center. 

A handful of career center 
students attended the Jan. 31 
meeting. 

“They are the future of 
agriculture, and we need to do 
everything we can to support 
them,” Nazareth said of the 
students. 

The coalition is hoping to 
partner with other organizations as 
well. 

“We’re going to look to work 
more closely with 
the other watershed 
groups. I think it’s very 
important for us to 
collaborate, to have a 
common agenda and to 
speak with one voice,” 
Nazareth said. 

The Champlain 
Valley Farmers 
Coalition is a nonprofit 
organization made up 
of Vermont farmers, 
businesses and 
other individuals. 
The coalition was 
founded in 2012 with 
support from the 
UVM Extension’s 
Middlebury branch and a 
Conservation Innovation Grant 
from the Vermont Natural 
Resource Conservation Service. 

The organization’s mission is to 
help Vermont farmers implement 
“innovative agricultural practices 
that enhance water quality, soil 
health, climate smart farming, 
and their economic resiliency 
in the Champlain Valley.” 
The organization carries out 
this mission through on-farm 
workshops and other educational 
opportunities for farmers and 
community members, advocating 
for farmers at the state level and 
working with community partners 
to achieve common goals. 

Since 2012, the coalition’s 
membership has grown from 12 
local farmers to over 150 farmers, 
businesses and others; 95 of those 
members manage a combined 
80,730 acres of farmland 
throughout Addison, Chittenden, 
Rutland and Washington counties. 

VIJAY  NAZARETH

Vermont Agriculture Secretary 
Anson Tebbetts praised the 
resiliency of the coalition’s member 
farmers during his remarks at the 
meeting. 

He noted in particular the recent 
challenges faced by Vermont’s 
farmers.  

“I think in 2022 and a couple 
years before that, 
just about everything 
was thrown at you, 
and you were up 
for that challenge,” 
he said. “There are 
strong headwinds, 
substantial increases 
in the cost of feed and 
fuel, but you continue 
to rally.” 

He also highlighted 
some of the state’s 
recent investments in 
rural communities and 
agriculture-related 
programs, intended to 
support the coalition’s 
member farmers and 

others throughout the state. 
Examples include the 

establishment of the Governor’s 
Commission on the 
Future of Agriculture, 
a group that is studying 
how best to grow 
agriculture in Vermont. 
Other investments 
include a $13 million 
program recently 
launched through 
the Northeast Dairy 
Business Innovation 
Center to support more 
dairy processing in the 
region. 

“We’ve heard that 
repeatedly from farmers, those in 
the dairy industry. We need more 
processing capacity in the region 
to remain competitive against 
others,” he said.

The two grants offered through 
the program will provide funding 
for Northeast dairy producers 
to conduct projects that support 

sustainability and innovation, as 
well as help existing processing 
facilities expand their use of 
regionally-sourced milk. 

During the business portion of the 
meeting, Coalition Board President 
Brian Kemp recognized some of 
the longtime board members who 
were up for re-election. Three 
newer coalition members were also 
elected to serve on the board.  

Kemp explained the nomination 
of the three young farmers is a part 
of the coalition’s effort to more 
closely involve the next generation 
of Vermont farmers in its work. 

Those elected to the board were: 
• LeAnna Compagna of Scholten 

Farm in Weybridge. 
• Jon Lucas of Lucas Dairy in 

Orwell. 
• Ramsay Mellish of Cutting Hill 

Beef Company in Cornwall. 
Nazareth noted other recent 

additions to the coalition’s 
leadership, including himself. 
Nazareth took over as executive 
director of the organization this 
past July, following the resignation 
of John Roberts, who last year 
was appointed as the USDA state 
executive director for the Farm 
Service Agency in Vermont. 

This past year, the coalition also 
hired Kate Longfield of Richmond 
as its first program manager. 
Longfield’s position was created 
to help the organization manage 
reporting and other requirements 
of various grants, including one 
received from the Agriculture 
Clean Water Initiative Program. 

With lots of new team members 
on board, Nazareth outlined 
some of the coalition’s plans and 
priorities for the upcoming year. 
Those plans include: 

• Advancing the coalition’s 
work in water quality and soil 
health, climate smart farming and 
workforce development. 

• Expanding the organization’s 
revenue base through sponsorships 
and donations. 

• Working together with the 
coalition’s board, partners and 
members to move forward with an 

agenda centered around 
advocacy, education 
and outreach. 

• Energizing 
and supporting the 
next generation of 
Vermont’s farmers. 

Kemp noted that 
the group is also 
hoping to bring back 
on-farm educational 
opportunities in the 
upcoming year. He 
said coalition leaders 
are eager to work with 

the organization’s members on that 
effort.  

“We want to get back in the 
fields, we want to do trials. Anyone 
that wants to learn something new 
or try something new, reach out to 
us. We’ve got a team that we want 
to get back out there to do those 
things,” he said. 

“Hannaford 
Career Center 
students are 
the future of 
agriculture, 
and we need to 
do everything 
we can to 
support them.” 
— Vijay Nazareth

“We’ve heard 
that repeatedly 
from farmers, 
those in the 
dairy industry. 
We need more 
processing 
capacity in 
the region 
to remain 
competitive.”

— Agriculture 
Secretary Anson 

Tebbetts

The following students were 
named to the dean’s list at 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute 
for fall 2022: Gabriel Cason, 
Middlebury, class of 2024, 
Robotics Engineering; Spencer 
Doran, Middlebury, class of 

2025; Reagan Kayhart, North 
Ferrisburgh, class of 2025, 
Aerospace Engineering; and 
Elinor Ross, Brandon, class of 
2023, Electrical and Computer 
Engineering. 

The criteria for the WPI dean’s 

list differs from that of most other 
universities as WPI does not 
compute a grade point average 
(GPA). Instead, WPI defines the 
dean’s list by the amount of work 
completed at the A level in courses 
and projects.

ADDISON  COUNTY School News Briefs

Wildlife
THESE LIONS WERE among the many animals that Lincoln residents Dale and Lucinda Cockrell 

photographed on their safari trip to South Africa’s Kruger National Park this past October. Below 
is a distinctive saddle-billed stork. Dale said the landscape and its inhabitants were very diverse. 
“You don’t go 10 or 15 minutes without seeing something, I mean it’s just that rich,” he said. 

Photos courtesy of Dale and Lucinda Cockrell
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and win prizes!

All submissions will be entered to win one of three local prize packages!

Know a friend, a lover, a pet, a business, or 
anyone else who needs a little love?
Submit a brief description or story about your nominee 
by Monday, February 6th. A photo is optional, but absolutely 
welcome! We’ll announce the winners in the February 9th 
edition of the Addison Independent. 

HOW:
Online at addisonindependent.com/contests
By email at contests@addisonindependent.com
By mail to 58 Maple Street,
Middlebury, VT 05753

Send Love this

Package 1: Prize from Black Sheep Bistro, $25 gift 
certificate to Linda’s Apparel, small treat package from 

Middlebury Sweets; 
Package 2: $100 gift card to Tourterelle, $25 gift certificate 

to Middlebury Floral & Gifts, small treat package from 
Middlebury Sweets; 

Package 3: $100 gift card to Café Provence, $35 gift 
certificate to Cole’s Flowers, small treat package from 

Middlebury Sweets.

Thank you to our contest sponsors

Prize packages will be 
selected at random and 

mailed to each winner.

BRANDON — Brandon 
resident Cecil Reniche-Smith is 
seeking a one-year term on the 
Brandon selectboard. 

A graduate of Vermont Law 
School, Reniche-Smith moved 
to Brandon after working for 
many years as a senior assistant 
attorney general for the state of 
Oregon, where she represented 
state agencies in state and federal 
courts. Before she was appointed 
to that position, Reniche-Smith 
worked in private practice, where 
she represented cities and counties 
in various stages of litigation.

Upon arriving in Brandon 
in 2019, Reniche-Smith threw 
herself into the life of the town. 
In addition to working part-time 
at The Bookstore, she is the 
chair of the Brandon Planning 
Commission and serves on the 
Board of Trustees of the Brandon 
Free Public Library. 

“I come from a family of public 
servants,” Reniche-Smith, 61, 
said. “For many years, my mother 
was active in the civic life of 
Bethel, Vt., where among many 
other things, she coordinated the 
clean-up efforts after Tropical 
Storm Irene. She has been a huge 
influence on my life.” 

Reniche-Smith’s own volunteer 
history includes serving on the 
board of directors of REACH 
Community Development in 
Portland, Ore., where she worked 
to develop and promote equitable 
access to quality, affordable 
housing, supportive services 
and community. 
She also spent 
thousands of hours 
volunteering for the 
Oregon Humane 
Society, where she 
did everything from 
counseling potential 
adopters to caring 
for dogs seized 
from neglectful and 
abusive owners. 
She led the humane 
society’s Technical 
Animal Rescue 
Team and deployed 
multiple times with 
the American Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
to work with animals affected by 
natural disasters and seized from 

By ANDY 
KIRKALDY

VERGENNES — 
When officials of the 
Vergennes Partnership 
came to the city council 
meeting on Tuesday to 
update councilors on 
their activities over 
the past two years, the 
organization charged 
with the economic 
health of downtown 
Vergennes was greeted 
with praise. 

Funding for the 
Partnership, which 
was founded in 1999 
in part because an 
organization with 
that mission was a 
requirement of the city’s core being 
recognized as a federal and state 
Designated Downtown, comes 
from both private and business 
donations and $15,000 a year from 
Vergennes’ General Fund.

Mayor Matt Chabot and 
Councilor Mel Hawley, both 

former Vergennes 
city managers who 
have worked closely 
with the Vergennes 
Partnership, called 
the city’s contribution 
a sound investment, 
using essentially the 
same language. 

“It’s the best money 
we spend,” Chabot 
said. 

Another former 
Vergennes mayor 
and city manager 
is also a former 
partnership president, 
Renny Perry. Perry 
pointed out Vergennes 
government does not 
have an economic 

development branch that can 
promote the city and help 
existing businesses, both roles the 
partnership fulfills.

“We almost consider ourselves 
the economic development 
department,” he said, adding 
the nonprofit’s reach extends to 

helping “all of the businesses in the 
entire city.”

Perry added, “All of Main Street 
has been rebuilt,” a reference to 
the many handicap platforms and 
renovated buildings in the heart of 
the city’s downtown. He said that 
work has been done with help from 
tax credits and grants that could 
not have been obtained without the 
Designated Downtown status and 
Partnership support. 

Current Vergennes Partnership 
President Jen Russell added the 
organization also “absolutely” 
played a pivotal role during the 
height of the COVID pandemic in 
“promoting local businesses” and 
even “saving local businesses.” 

Founding Partnership board 
member Scott Gaines and Perry 
told the council its financial support 
is appreciated because donations 
can vary, and Gaines assured them 
it is money well spent. 

“Thank you and the city for 
your financial participation,” 
Gaines said. “Your ROI (return on 
investment) is incredible.”

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — At a Jan. 

24 Vergennes City Council 
meeting, councilors heard from 
City Manager Ron Redmond and 
public works head Jim Larrow that 
Larrow planned to put a sleeve 
around a deteriorated sewer pipe 
that runs through a Cornerstone 
Solutions development under 
construction on Otter Creek just 
west of the bridge. 

Larrow said the pipe is 22 feet 
underground and there is bedrock 
in the area, and digging it up to 
replace it is not feasible. 

Because of confusion regarding 
the permitting of the project, the 
city will be responsible for the 
yet-to-be-determined expense, 
officials said. Work, which will 
paid for out of the capital budget 
of the city’s sewer fund, must 
be done quickly to allow the 
development to proceed. 

The council on Jan. 24 also: 
• Agreed to tap the city’s 

Water Tower Fund for $2,296 to 
finish work installing new storm 

windows at city hall and replacing 
the building’s front doors.

• Adopted the city warning, 
including an article giving 
residents a chance to approve 
the city’s plans to use American 
Rescue Plan Act funding. 
The council agreed to amend 
Redmond’s proposed article to 
broaden it by adding language 
that states the city will create 
an Infrastructure Improvement 
Fund with Coronavirus State and 
Local Fiscal Recovery Funds 
to be used for “funding capital 
improvements including but not 
limited to city facilities, parks, 
and sidewalks.” Those funds total 
$772,126. 

• Heard from Redmond and 
volunteer Mike Daniels that 
Daniels had obtained a quote from 
a company to clean the interior 
of the city-owned pumphouse 
on Pumphouse Island in the 
Otter Creek Falls. Daniels said 
two other companies declined to 
provide quotes because they did 
not clean pigeon waste, while 

a third firm wanted $250 up 
front before  providing a quote. 
The council gave Redmond the 
green light to hire the company, 
which he said on Wednesday had 
provided a $7,700 quote. 

• Received a long list from 
Councilor Mel Hawley of items 
he believed should be on the 
council’s February agenda before 
he and Chabot leave the panel in 
March. The list included 2023 
city pool rates, a memorandum 
of understanding (MOU) with 
the Vergennes Swim Team, an 
ordinance to deal with sump 
pumps, a sidewalk inventory 
and plan, discussion of a new 
Northlands Job Corps police 
services contract, an update of the 
balances of various city funds, a 
new MOU with the bike club that 
operates trails in the Macintosh 
Park off Comfort Hill and more.

• Got an update from the 
Vergennes Partnership on the 
group’s activities over the past 
two years. 

criminal dogfighting rings.
“Brandon is wonderful place to 

live, work, and play. But like many 
Vermont towns, it is 
facing challenges,” 
R e n i c h e - S m i t h 
explained as her 
reason for seeking the 
selectboard post. 

“The economy 
is shifting, with 
Brandon losing 
many of the farm 
and manufacturing 
jobs that had formed 
the backbone of its 
economy. Housing 
costs are rising, and 
climate change is 
affecting everything 

from heating costs to tourism. I am 
running for selectboard because 
I believe my knowledge, skills 
and experience will be a valuable 

addition to the board and the town 
as it navigates those challenges. 
I want to help Brandon grow and 
prosper, while retaining the small-
town magic that makes Brandon so 
special.”

The selectboard is responsible 
for setting the policy of the 
town. The five-member board 
appoints the town manager, who is 
responsible for managing the day-
to day operations of Brandon. 

Reniche-Smith, who launched 
her campaign this past Saturday, 
will be on the ballot when Brandon 
residents choose three members of 
the selectboard on Town Meeting 
Day, March 7.

Three members of the board 
will see their terms expire on 
Town Meeting Day: Seth Hopkins, 
Ralph Ethier and Brian Coolidge. 
Candidates must file paperwork for 
election by this coming Monday.

Pipe sleeve to be used in Vergennes

City council, Partnership talk money
CECIL RENICHE-SMITH this past weekend announced her 

candidacy for a spot on the Brandon selectboard.

Cecil announces bid for Brandon selectboard

Brandon woman makes bid for selectboard

“Brandon is 
a wonderful 
place to live, 
work, and 
play. But like 
many Vermont 
towns, it 
is facing 
challenges.”

— Cecil 
Reniche-Smith 

“It’s the best 
money we 
spend.”

— Mayor
 Matt Chabot 
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Soft candlelight and glowing fireplaces.
From appetizers to dessert, expertly crafted dishes.
This is romance. Reimagined.

802-388-9925
www.swifthouseinn.com

     @swifthouseinn

25 Stewart Ln, Middlebury Vermont

Valentine’s Day Dinner

Tuesday, February 14
5:00 to 8:30 p.m.

Calling all Sweethearts!

Ginger Hearts
Chocolate dipped Shortbread 

Red Velvet Whoopie pies
Petit Fours – almond and apricot w/ fondant coating 

Vanilla Cupcake w/ Blackberry frosting
Chocolate Cupcake w/ Cherry Buttercream (Vegan)

Chocolate Raspberry Truffles (GF)
Lemon Custard Tart w/ fig jam (GF)

HeartBEET bread  
(sourdough bread made with beets and scallions) OtterCreekBakery.com

14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDDLEBURY, VT  |  802-388-3371

OPEN SUNDAY & MONDAY 8AM-2PM 
TUESDAY—SATURDAY, 7AM-4PM

Nothing screams “I LOVE YOU” like a sweet treat from 
Otter Creek Bakery. Thoughtfully crafted to keep all 
loves in mind. Try our Gluten Free or Vegan options.

Paid family leave
(Continued from Page 1A)

In essence, it would cost 1.5 days 
of an employee’s annual salary to 
receive a benefit assuring 100% pay 
replacement for up to 12 weeks of 
leave through the program, Scheu 
noted.

“It’s a pretty good deal,” she said.
The Vermont Treasurer’s Office 

has agreed to run the PFMLI 
program, which would operate “like 
an insurance premium you’d pay 
on your home or car — except this 
would cost a lot less,” Scheu said.

Scheu said 65% of Vermonters 
don’t have access to a paid family 
and medical leave insurance 
program.

Meanwhile, Gov. Phil Scott has 
pitched a voluntary paid family 
leave bill that would cover 60% 
of the enrollee’s wages for up to 
six weeks of leave time, according 
to Scheu. She called Scott’s plan 
“almost like a slap in the face,” 
because she doesn’t believe low-
income Vermonters would be able 
to use it.

“Common sense says if the wage 
is too low, people can’t afford to 
take it,” she said. “And who does 
that hurt? It disproportionately 
hurts low-wage workers, Black and 
Brown workers, and parents who 
don’t make a lot of money. It’s like, 
‘Here’s this benefit, but I can’t use 
it … It’s too low, so I can’t afford 
to not work.’ They’ll still have to 
choose between their job and caring 
for somebody.”

“The purpose of a benefit is to be 
able to use it; why else have it?” she 
added.

H.66 has 104 sponsors, led by 
Scheu, a member of the House 
Appropriations Committee; Rep. 
Emilie Kornheiser, D-Brattleboro, 
chair of the House Ways & Means 
Committee; and Rep. Tom Stevens, 
D-Waterbury, chair of the House 
General and Housing Committee, 
where the bill currently reposes.

Should it pass the House, H.66 
would go to the Senate, where 
Scheu hopes the bill will get a 
friendly reception in that Democrat-
controlled chamber. Both House 
and Senate leaders see paid family 

leave, and creation of more housing 
and new childcare supports, 
as important tools in attracting 
more young families to Vermont, 
according to Scheu.

At the same time, Scheu and 
her colleagues have been closely 
monitoring Congress 
for a possible 
national paid family/
medical leave bill — 
something President 
Joe Biden emphasized 
during his 2022 State 
of the Union speech 
— but the issue hasn’t 
advanced.

“It took so long for 
nothing to happen at 
the federal level that 
we didn’t do anything 
with (paid family 
leave) during the last 
biennium,” Scheu said. 
“(PFMLI) has always 
been on our radar. 
We keep on gathering 
information and hope 
more states take it on 
or tweak the programs 
they already have.”
LAST BILL 
VETOED

Scheu and other 
PFMLI supporters are hoping 
H.66 doesn’t experience the same 
fate as the last Democrat-initiated 
paid family leave bill did in 2020. 
That legislation, known as H.107, 
would have offered workers up to 
12 weeks of paid leave each year 
to care for a newborn child, and up 
to eight weeks to care for an ailing 
family member.

While H.107 garnered 
considerable support in both the 
House and Senate, it was vetoed 
by Scott, who had objected to 
the proposed $29 million payroll 
tax required to fund the program. 
The House fell one vote shy of 
overriding Scott’s veto.

Undaunted, Scheu and her 
colleagues regrouped for another 
paid leave effort this year.

“I’m really excited about this 
bill,” Scheu said of H.66. “It was 
so disappointing when we lost 

the override by one vote a few 
years ago, but the pandemic and 
information we’ve gotten from 
other states over time has really 
enabled us to get more clarity and 
produce a better bill than we had.”

While critics might decry H.66 for 
its payroll tax, Scheu 
and others see it as an 
investment in a more 
robust state economy. 
Vermont is among 
the states dealing 
with a shallow labor 
pool as a biproduct 
of the COVID-19 
pandemic. A paid 
family leave program, 
Scheu believes, 
could provide 
another inducement 
for prospective 
transplants to 
Vermont.

 She noted an 
employer could offer 
to pay more than 
50% of the PFMLI 
premium as a way of 
sweetening an offer to 
a job candidate.

“And if all 
Vermonters are 
covered (by PFMLI), 

I see it as a recruitment tool for the 
whole state,” Scheu said.

Dannielle Boyce is owner and 
general manager of American 
Flatbread restaurant in Middlebury. 
Her business has a handful of full-
time workers and around 25-30 
part-timers. Many of those part-
timers are students and some are 
seasonal workers, which can lend 
itself to high turnover.

A PFMLI program could add 
to a Vermont company’s benefits 
portfolio at a relatively small cost.

“I really appreciate that people 
are working on this (bill) and 
hope (Governor) Scott takes it into 
stronger consideration,” Boyce 
said. “I think it’s one of the things 
that could help tackle the problem 
of young people not staying (in 
Vermont). ”

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

Send in your drawings, poetry, 
photographs, limericks, favorite 
quotes, art, musings, or any other 
expressions in praise of “cold and 
ice.” Your creations will be displayed 
throughout the Lincoln Library 
during Hill Country Holiday — this 
weekend, Feb. 3-5. Please email your 
prose and art to lincolnlibraryvt@
gmail.com, or drop it off at the 
library. If the library’s closed, just 
use the book return slot. The library 
will again host skating, a bonfire and 
a hot soup lunch after the parade on 
Saturday, Feb. 4, at 11:30 a.m. 

The Goshen Town Report is 
under construction. If you have 
photographs of local community 
events, community gatherings, 
nature, or a sense of place that you 
think would be a lovely addition to 
the report, please email charlotte@
roro.org with the photograph 
and a brief description — one 
sentence or so as a caption for the 
photograph. Send them no later 
than this weekend; the sooner the 
better.

The New Haven River Anglers, in 
association with Middlebury’s Swift 
House Inn, are hosting free, informal 
fly-tying sessions Tuesday evenings 
from 7-9 p.m. at the inn on Stewart 
Lane. Bring your own equipment and 
share patterns and stories with fellow 
anglers as you prepare for the season 
ahead. Sessions began Tuesday, Jan. 
24 and will conclude on April 11. 
Fly-tying door prizes each evening, 

and beginners are welcome.

Did you know radon can 
cause lung cancer? Radon is a 
radioactive gas that has no color, 
taste or smell. Radon enters your 
home through soil or water and 
can build up to high levels inside 
your home. Radon is the leading 
cause of lung cancer among 
people who do not smoke. If you 
smoke or used to smoke, your 
risk of getting lung cancer from 
radon is especially high. Join the 
almost 60,000 Vermonters who 
have already tested their homes 
for radon. Winter is a good time to 
test your home; it’s easy and free. 
Request your kit today by emailing 
your name, mailing address, 

physical address and phone 
number to radon@vermont.gov, 
or by calling 1-800-439-8550. 
Learn more about radon and how 
to fix a problem if you find one at 
healthvermont.gov/radon.

Average gasoline prices in 
Vermont rose 3.6 cents per gallon 
this past week, averaging $3.53 
right now, according to GasBuddy’s 
survey of 626 stations in Green 
Mountain State. Prices in Vermont 
are 18.6 cents per gallon higher 
than a month ago and 13.3 cents 
per gallon higher than a year ago. 
According to GasBuddy, the 
cheapest gas in Vermont is $3.19; the 
most expensive, $3.69. The national 
average was $3.49.

By the way
(Continued from Page 1A)

Nature’s sculpture
ICE CREATES A work of art out of twigs by the waterside at Belden Falls in New Haven

Photo by Peter Lewis

“If all 
Vermonters 
are covered (by 
a paid family 
leave law), 
I see it as a 
recruitment tool 
for the whole 
state.”

— Rep. Robin 
Scheu

64 Main St.  •  Downtown Middlebury  •  vtsown.com 
We ship!

Loving LocalLoving Local

Pick your piece ofPick your piece of

The Made In Vermont Shop

Vermont.Vermont.
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SPEND THE 
WINTER WINTER 

WITH US! 

vermontsun.comMIDDLEBURY
VERGENNES 802.388.6888

State-of-the-art equipment, pools, programs, 
classes, courts, tanning 
and more!

38 years of original 
family ownership.

Stay Fit. Stay Healthy.

Inspiration  
 Motivation 
 Results
  

TAKE OUR VIRTUAL TOUR!

ADDISON COUNTY — 
Criminals broke into the building 
that houses foreign workers at 
Sunrise Orchards in Cornwall this 
past Friday and stole passports, 
among other things.

Owners of the orchard said that 
the break-in at the North Bingham 
Street home occurred between 1 
and 4 p.m. on Jan. 27.

Residents of the 
house include six 
people who prune 
apple trees at the 
orchard and work in 
the nearby apple packing facility. 
They returned to their home 
on Friday to find that personal 
belongs, valuables and passports 
had been stolen, according to 
Sunrise Orchards co-owner 
Christine Hodges.

Anyone who saw cars leaving or 
entering the property or suspicious 
activity there, or who has other 
information on this break-in, is 
asked to contact Trooper Taylor 
Demick at the New Haven barracks 
at  802-388-4919.

The Cornwall orchard wasn’t 
the only place that saw a theft last 
week. Troopers are looking into 
a complaint that man entered the 
Aubuchon Hardware off Route 
7 in Ferrisburgh a few minutes 
after 2 p.m. on Jan. 26 and took a 
Honda Generator valued at more 
than $900. Police said surveillance 
camera footage shows that the man 
left the store with the generator and 
went to a dark-colored Ford sedan. 

State police are requesting 

anyone with information on the 
theft contact Trooper Mae Murdock 
at 802-388-4919 or at Mae.
Murdock@vermont.gov. Tips can 
be anonymously reported at vsp.
vermont.gov/tipsubmit.

Meanwhile, state police operating 
out of the New Haven barracks on 
Jan. 24 announced charges against 

Tyler Bowles after 
an investigation that 
lasted more than a 
year and a half. Det. 
Trooper Josh Gurwicz 
reported that troopers 

began investigating Tyler Bowles, 
32, of Ferrisburgh and St. George, 
Utah, in June 2021 regarding 
allegations of sexual assault that 
took place in 2009 and 2010 in 
Ferrisburgh. On Jan. 23, 2023, state 
police sited Bowles for lewd and 
lascivious conduct with a child and 
two counts of sexual assault. Bowles 
is scheduled to answer the charges 
in Addison County Superior Court, 
Criminal Division, on March 20.

Finally, on Jan. 27 at a little before 
10:30 p.m., troopers responded to a 
one-car crash near the intersection 
Route 7 and Campground Road 
in New Haven. Police say Cavan 
Drake, 43, of Middlebury was 
driving a 2010 Toyota Corolla 
southbound on Route 7 when his 
car left the southbound lane and 
struck a snowbank, which caused 
the car to cross Route 7 and come 
to rest on the northbound shoulder.

Police cited Drake for driving 
under the influence and took him to 
a detox facility.

Passports stolen at
Cornwall break-in

Police Log
Vt. State

MORE NON-ALCOHOLIC CHOICES AND 
MOCKTAIL SUPPLIES ARRIVING EACH WEEK

260 Court Street,Suite 3
Middlebury, VT

(former location of Olympia Sports)

www.Hare.dog    |    (802) 458-8060 ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

Town Hall Theater, Middlebury, Vermont
Thursday-Saturday, February 16-18, 2023 at 7:30 p.m.

Sunday, February 19 matinée at 2:00 p.m.
Reserved Tickets (plus $2 THT fee)

$12 Thursday, February 16 | $17 Friday-Sunday
Town Hall Theater Box Office

802-382-9222  |  www.townhalltheater.org

Log rolling — keeping one’s footing on a floating log while sending a 
competitor into the drink — is exciting and often hilarious. A group of 
Middlebury College students hone their skills over the winter with weekly 
practice in the shallow end of the college swimming pool. This past Sunday 
they invited the Timbersports Club from the University of Vermont to a 
friendly competition. Shown, clockwise from top, are a UVM female forcing 
a teammate off the log; Middlebury sophomore Andie Cano-Mosconi 
making a big splash; Middlebury senior Eliza Broughton (she graduates this 
coming Saturday) 
splashes water as 
her UVM opponent 
falls off; one of 
the trophies made 
by the Middlebury 
team adviser 
Danielle Rougeau; 
a Catamount 
knocks off a diving 
Panther Dana 
Leib-Perry; the 
same Catamount 
outrolls Middlebury 
sophomore Aidan 
Armstrong; and 
Middlebury’s 
Audrey Welsh 
dismounts 
with style after 
vanquishing a 
competitor from up 
north.

Independent photos/
Steve James

Cabin fever
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Bristol programs
(Continued from Page 1A)

and expeditions.  
“I started talking about it with the 

maritime museum and I thought it 
was really exciting, as The Hub 
and the rec department want to 
make things in the community 
as accessible as possible,” Welch 
said. “We want everyone to feel 
like they are able to participate in 
programming. For some families 
$200 for a week of camp is a lot 
and filling out scholarship forms 
can be overwhelming.” 

The recreation department will 
offer pay what you can options 
for four of its camps this summer, 
including the department’s popular 
Mountain Bike Camp. Standard 
tuition for these week-long camps 
ranges from $210 to $250. Families 
will now be able to set the tuition 
rate for themselves and can decide 
how much to pay for tuition based 
on what they’re able to afford.

The recreation department has 
set a minimum tuition rate of $25, 
though Welch said accommodations 
can be made if a family is unable to 
pay that amount. 

“If someone approached us and 
said $25 is too much, we’re flexible 
and we can do that,” she said.  

Bristol Recreation Director 
Meridith McFarland said the 
department will use its scholarship 
fund to cover remaining tuition 
costs for individuals that use the 
pay what you can system. 

“There have been some really 
generous people that have donated 
to the scholarship fund,” she said. 
“We thought that the best way we 
can use that fund is to apply it to 
covering the rest of the cost of the 
camper’s tuition.”

Families can also choose to pay 
more than the standard cost of 
tuition and help cover the cost of 
camp for another child.  

“If you’re a parent that decides 
to pay $500 for someone else, 
that money we’ll go back into 
the scholarship fund as that’s 
where we’ll be pulling it from,” 
McFarland explained.
OTHER LOCAL ORGS 

Welch said the recreation 
department has considered 
implementing a pay what you can 
system for a few years, though 
it needed to work out some 
details. Learning from other local 
organizations has helped the 
recreation department navigate 
the logistics of adopting the 
payment system, such as setting up 
a pay what you can option on the 
recreation department’s website. 

“Talking to the maritime 
museum, the biggest leap was trying 
to figure out how to set it up on 
our platform. That (collaboration) 
gave a lot of instruction on how to 
structure it, and definitely gave us a 
lot of information as kind of a path 
forward,” Welch said. 

The Lake Champlain Maritime 
Museum began offering a pay what 
you can option for its summer day 
camps and overnight expeditions in 
2020.  

Susan Evans McClure, executive 
director at the maritime museum, 
said the payment model has been a 
success. 

 “We’ve seen significant interest 
in pay-what-you-can from our 
community every year,” she said. 
“At the same time, our community 
and supporters and donors have 
really stepped up and we are seeing 
more donors and funders each year 
support camps’ tuition as well.”

McClure said the payment model 
aligns with the maritime museum’s 
mission to connect all community 
members to Lake Champlain, and 
the museum has started offering a 
pay what you can option for more 
of its programs. 

“It has been a great move and 
resulted in many more young 
people getting to have a great 
summer experience on Lake 
Champlain. In fact, it’s been so 
successful that the museum has 
expanded pay-what-you-can to 
other youth and adult programs at 
the museum,” she said. 

Other organizations throughout 
the county have also tried to 
implement flexible payment options 
for their youth programs when 
possible. For the past two summers, 
the Middlebury Community Music 
Center has offered all of its summer 
camps for free. Tuition for the 
music center’s camps ranges from 
$255 to $450. Last summer the 
music camp received a two-year, 
$190,000 Afterschool and Summer 
Expanding Access Grant to fund 
tuition-free camps, as well as to 
expand outreach and programming. 

Sadie Brightman, executive 
director at the Middlebury 
Community Music Center, said the 

free camps were very popular. 
“We learned that the interest was 

huge, and the demand was really 
big. We were really excited that 
our enrollment was completely at 
capacity with a significant wait list 
for each of our camps,” Brightman 
said. “It allowed us to understand 
that the demand was really there, 
and the interest was there, which 
has been really great information.” 

In response to that success, 
the music center is planning to 
establish a sliding scale for its 
summer camps this year. The 
details of the payment system 
are still being refined, though 
Brightman said the option would 
resemble a pay what you can 
model and would give families 
more options when it comes to the 
cost of tuition. Typically, a sliding 
scale fee is adjusted depending on 
an individual’s income. 

Brightman said the hope is that 
the new payment option helps the 
music center continue expanding 
accessibility to its youth programs. 

“It was really in the context of 
the pandemic that we felt called 
to serve our community in this 
way, thinking of the families and 
the kids and the strong belief 
that experiences kids have in this 
program would be strengthening to 
their enrichment,” she said. “We’re 
just excited to continue to provide 
meaningful movement and music 
spaces for kids in the community.”

This year, the music center will 
use funding from the Expanding 
Access grant to cover the remaining 

cost of tuition for families that 
use the sliding scale. Community 
members will also have the option 
to pay more than the cost of tuition 
to help support other families. 

Brightman said the music 
center will explore ways to keep 
the sliding scale or other flexible 
payment options available going 
forward.

“This is all so much a response 
to the demands and the needs in the 
community, we will do everything 
we can to keep innovating a way 
to move forward in the direction 
of this program,” she said. “That 
means looking for additional 
funding sources, keeping our ears 
out for what develops with this 
program and looking forward to 
working with the community to 
make this happen.”

The Bristol Recreation 
Department is also hoping to offer 
a pay what you can option for its 
camps on an ongoing basis. Welch 
said the department is still figuring 
out what that might look like for 
future summers.  

“We’re going to see how it goes. 
No matter what, next year we’ll 
still offer camps at this price point. 
We just don’t know if we can do 
it for four or eight or all (camps) 
next year,” Welch said. “This is our 
hope to streamline accessibility 
so that no matter what people’s 
financial situations are, they can 
have a fantastic summer and do fun 
things with other campers.” 

Dana Peterson proved 
unsuccessful. Peterson retired at 
the end of last school year.

Williams offered the 
Independent the following 
statement about 
MacTavish’s hiring:

“Dr. MacTavish 
will be a great asset 
to the career center 
and will serve 
the students, staff 
and community 
well. She brings 
with her a wealth 
of administrative 
experience, in 
both large and 
small educational 
organizations,” he 
said. 

“All of the 
s t a k e h o l d e r 
interview teams 
rated her very 
highly,” he added. 
“I also found her 
to be an extremely 
solid candidate. She 
will take the career 
center to the next level.”

Career Center officials have 
yet to release MacTavish’s 
résumé or contact information, 
but an online search reveals she 
has an interesting and eclectic 
professional background.

Her LinkedIn profile indicates 
she’s currently employed by 
the U.S. Army as an education 
program quality analyst in 

Kwajalein Atoll, Marshall 
Island, a former U.S. territory 
(until 1986) consisting of a 
chain of volcanic islands and 
coral atolls in the central Pacific 
Ocean, between Hawaii and the 

Philippines.
She’s worked in 

there since June 2021. 
Prior to that, she was 
chief academic office 
of the Reynolds 
School District in 
Fairview, Ore. (2019-
2021); and deputy 
superintendent of 
Richland School 
District 400 in 
Richland, Wash. 
(2017-2019). Her 
LinkedIn profile 
also reveals stints 
as an administrator/
educator with the 
Nampa School 
District in Nampa, 
Idaho; principal 
of Redmond High 
School in Redmond, 
Ore.; assistant 
director of Child, 

Youth and School Services, 
U.S. Army Garrison Stuttgart, 
Germany; associate principal of 
the Oak Harbor School District 
in Oak Harbor, Wash.; and 
various other education jobs in 
Washington state.

In 1994, MacTavish earned 
a Bachelor of Arts in English 
and Communications from the 
University of Washington, where 

she also earned her master’s 
degree in education. She earned a 
Doctor of Education degree (with 
superintendent certification) 
from Seattle University in 2010, 
according to her LinkedIn profile.

An “About” entry on her profile 
reads:

“Since I was 16 years old, 
I’ve served in public school 
systems and with school partners 
championing equity and our 
systems’ critical role as the 
heartbeat of an informed and 
connected democracy. I’ve 
served as teacher, counselor, 
building leader, district leader 
and university partner in and with 
our public schools. I’ve started 
a charter school in partnership 
with philanthropic organizations, 
and run a Boys and Girls Club of 
America, learning the power of 
one trusted adult in the life of a 
child. I’ve served as a volunteer 
GED teacher, and a non-profit 
board member. I’ve also been 
hugely active in economic 
development to grow and strength 
Career Technical Education in 
our community. I am excited to 
iterate our schools toward the 
world our kids will enter.”

The Independent will reach out 
to MacTavish for an interview 
prior to her start at the Career 
Center.

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

Career Center
(Continued from Page 1A)

“Dr. MacTavish 
will be a great 
asset to the 
career center 
and will serve 
the students, 
staff and 
community 
well. She 
brings with 
her a wealth of 
administrative 
experience, 
in both large 
and small 
educational 
organizations.”
— Superintendent 

Tim Williams

YOUR YARD, GARDEN AND PET PLACE™  •   802-388-4937

OPEN
7 DAYS

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY FARM & GARDEN
338 Exchange St., Middlebury, VT • 802-388-4937

Mon - Fri 8-6, Sat 8-5 • Sun 9-4 • MiddleburyAgway.com

SUPER FEBRUARY DEALS

40% OFF* 
SELECT WINTER 
CARHARTT AND 

WINTER CLOTHING

House plants 
make great 

Valentine’s gifts!2023 Seeds are Here

IN STOCK AND 
COMING SOON: 

• Agway
• Botanical Interests
• Cornucopia
• High Mowing
• Livingston
• Renée’s Garden
• Seedway

20% OFF 
ALL PET 
APPAREL 

while 
supplies 

last

FEBRUARY 
IS DENTAL 

MONTH

* Now thru February 28th, while supplies last, cannot be combined with any other sale or offer, in-stock items only.

Includes: Jackets, Vests, Lined 
Bibs, Lined Pants, Heavy Weight 
Sweatshirts, Graphic LS Shirts, 

Flannel and Button-up Shirts, Kids 
& Infant Sets, Heavyweight Sweat-

shirts, Carhartt Socks, Winter 
Gloves, and Winter Boots* 

20% OFF Greenies 
for Dogs and Cats

NEBO FLASHLIGHTS 
AND TRUE TOOLS

BUY 1 GET 2ND 50% OFF
for Valentine’s Day

Discounted item must be equal or lesser value.

GENERIC 
BLACK 

OIL 

$29.99 
40 lb and 
20lb for 
$19.99

SUET 
PLUS 

10 packs 
for $14.99

NOW THROUGH FEBRUARY 28, 2023*

DURAFLAME
 Fire Log 6pk

SALE PRICE 
$29.99
save $10

 Including 
Jackets, 

hoods and 
booties.

SELECT 
NAKED BEE KITS 

20% OFF 
for your Valentine

*excluding Muck boots
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If  you’re not sleeping,  
maybe you’re doing it wrong.

   

MAUI™
MEDIUM

      Twin Set ...... $849
     Full Set ........... $949
      Queen Set ........... $999
   King Set ............... $1399

Simmons Beautyrests are designed to bring you better quality sleep – 
so you’ll have more energy the next day.

   
      Twin Set ...... $895
     Full Set ......... $1095
      Queen Set ......... $1299
   King Set ............... $1699

CAYMAN™
EXTRA FIRM

  

L-CLASS™
MEDIUM

      
     Twin Set ....... $2599
    Full Set ............ $3099
   Queen Set ............ $3299
 King Set ................. $4099

  

L-CLASS™
FIRM

    
       Twin Set ........ $2299
    Full Set ............ $2799
    Queen Set ........... $2999  
King Set ................. $3799

  

L-CLaSS™
PiLLow ToP

    
     Twin XL SeT .... $2999
    FuLL SeT ............ $3299
    Queen SeT ............. $3599
  King SeT ................. $4399

  

C-CLASS™
FIRM

      Twin Set .... $3199
     Full Set ......... $3599
      Queen Set ......... $3899
   King Set ............... $4799

  

C-CLASS™
MEDIUM

    
      Twin Set ...... $3199
   Full Set ........... $3599
      Queen Set ......... $3899
   King Set ............... $4799

1-800-261-WOOD
802-388-6297

• FREE Delivery
• FREE Set-up
• FREE Removal

    www.woodwarevt.com 

FREEDELIVERY

Route 7 South • Middlebury VT  •  Hours: Monday-Saturday 9-5, Closed Sundays

Motion 
Separation 

Index

170
Super pocketed coil™ SpringS
the gold Standard in undiSturbed reSt.

All Simmons® mattresses are built 
so well you never have to flip them

for the life of the mattress.

Africa
(Continued from Page 1A)

it’s just that rich,” Dale said of the 
park’s biodiversity. 

He recalled how the couple 
was welcomed to the park by one 
of the continent’s most popular 
creatures — the elephant. The 
giant pachyderm is one of Africa’s 
“Big 5,” a group of mammals 
that also includes lions, leopards, 
rhinos and African buffalo. The 
term originated amongst big game 
hunters, who considered it a feat 
to successfully hunt all 
five of the large animals. 

The Cockrells 
saw many individual 
members of the Big 5 
on their trip, as well 
as other popular safari 
animals. Dale reflected 
on an instance when 
the couple stumbled 
upon a group of juvenile 
giraffes (that, even 
as toddlers, stood six 
feet tall). To playfully 
assert their dominance, 
the young giraffes 
bludgeoned one another 
with their necks, delivering forceful 
blows to their opponent. 

Dale said encounters with the 
giraffes and other large wild 
animals were humbling.  

“You have to be careful of what’s 
out there and respect their place,” 
he said. “Here, as Homo sapiens, 
we rule the land. There, we don’t.” 

Along with their stories, the 
couple shared photos of each of 

the animals they encountered. 
Dale explained how the pair used 
two cameras and a 500 millimeter 
lens. The long lens allowed them to 
capture close-up images of various 
creatures from a safe distance. 
SMALLER WONDERS 

In addition to fearsome 
mammals, the Cockrells also came 
across plenty of smaller, avian 
wonders during their trip. Dale said 
the couple identified around 130 of 
the park’s over 400 bird species. 

Among those species 
was the African red-
billed hornbill, a small, 
white-bellied bird 
made popular in the 
role of Zazu, Simba’s 
grouchy caretaker in 
the Disney movie “The 
Lion King.” No less 
striking was a photo 
of the African green 
pigeon, whose coloring 
is the same vibrant 
shade of green as the 
figs that the Cockrells’ 
photographed the bird 
feasting on. 

The crowd favorite seemed to 
be the four-foot-tall saddle-billed 
stork. The avifauna appear decked 
out for an ’80s exercise class, with 
a colorful bill of bright orange and 
yellow hues and coloring that looks 
as though the bird is donning hot 
pink knee warmers and sneakers. 

As he clicked through slides 
filled with Africa’s breathtaking 
flora and fauna, Dale reminded 

the crowd of the fragility of such 
beauty. 

“Almost everything you see here 
is endangered,” he said. “They’ve 
got a place in which they can 
live, and we can go enjoy the fact 
that they’re there, but without the 
preserve they just wouldn’t be 
here.” 

He pointed out how rhinoceros 
in particular were absent from 
the couple’s presentation. Dale 
explained that poaching has 
devastated South Africa’s rhino 
population over the years. As of the 
Cockrells’ October trip, poachers 
had killed over 9,000 rhinos in 
the country, which is home to 
the majority of the world’s rhino 
population. 

“It’s been a problem,” Dale said. 
“They’re there, but not nearly as 
common as they used to be.”
PLANNING YOUR OWN TRIP 

The Cockrells shared other 
details of their trip with the group, 
meant to inform attendees on how 
to plan safari excursions of their 
own. Dale said the couple opted to 
stay in rest camps during their stay 
at the park, which are a fraction 
of the price of staying at one of 
the reserve’s luxury lodges. The 
self-accommodating bungalows 
the Cockrells stayed in consist of 
a bedroom, bathroom and kitchen 
and cost around $90 a night. 

Dale said the couple also found 
eating at the park’s restaurants to 
be affordable. 

“(If you) go to the restaurant, 
have a nice meal and a glass of 
wine or whatnot and give them a 

20% tip, it comes to $18,” he said. 
The Cockrells answered 

questions about the types of 
clothing they packed (plenty of 
shorts as springtime temperatures 
in South Africa can reach 107 
degrees Fahrenheit) and if they felt 
safe on their trip (very much so). 

Dale also encouraged attendees 
to reach out with any further 
questions about the Cockrells’ 
trip. The couple was eager to help 
others plan a safari adventure, a 
kind of trip that Dale and Lucinda 
said is unforgettable.  

“The one thing I hope you take 
away is that this is a life-changing 
experience. I can’t tell you, to be 
immersed in this, how wonderful it 
is,” Dale said. “If anybody wants to 
change your life and wants to do it, 
we can tell you how.”

LINCOLN RESIDENT LUCINDA Cockrell displays a package of 
Mopani worms, one of many delicacies that can be found at rest camp 
shops throughout South Africa’s Kruger National Park. Lucinda and 
her husband, Dale, shared stories and photos from their October trip 
to the park during a Jan. 26 presentation at the Lincoln Library. 

Photo by Dale Cockrell

OXPECKERS REST ON GIRAFFE

BABY ELEPHANT

BABOON

ZEBRA

DALE COCKRELL, BORN under the zodiac sign Capricorn, poses 
for a photo at the marker in South Africa’s Kruger National Park 
designating the Tropic of Capricorn this past fall.

Photo by Lucinda Cockrell

“You have to 
be careful of 
what’s out 
there and 
respect their 
place. Here, 
as Homo 
sapiens, we 
rule the land. 
There, we 
don’t.” 
— Dale Cockrell
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HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Girls’ Hockey

1/25 Missisquoi at MUHS ... Ppd to 1/30
1/28 MUHS vs Harwood .................. 7-1
1/30 MUHS vs Missisquoi................. 4-0
2/1 Woodstock at MUHS ................Late

Boys’ Hockey
2/1 MUHS at Brattleboro ................Late

Boys’ Basketball
1/26 MSJ vs OV............................ 42-28
1/28 Mt. Abe vs Mill River ............. 64-14
1/28 North Country vs VUHS ....... 63-40
1/28 MUHS vs Enosburg .............. 79-67
1/30 OV vs BBA............................ 59-48
1/31 Milton vs VUHS ................... 46-41
1/31 Mt. Abe vs MUHS ................. 57-50
2/1 OV at Windsor ...........................Late

Girls’ Basketball
1/25 Woodstock at OV.......... Postponed
1/27 Mt. Abe vs MUHS ................. 66-36
1/27 Colchester vs VUHS ............ 48-29
1/30 Mt. Abe vs Colchester........... 37-31
1/31 Hartford vs OV...................... 50-20
2/1 MUHS at Missisquoi ..................Late
2/1 Mt. Abe at Enosburg .................Late
2/1 VUHS at North Country ............Late

COLLEGE SPORTS
Men’s Hockey

1/27 Midd vs Conn............................ 5-1
1/28 Tufts vs Midd .................... 4-3 (OT)

Women’s Hockey
1/27 Midd vs Conn............................ 1-1
1/28 Conn vs Midd............................ 2-1

Women’s Basketball
1/27 Bates vs Midd....................... 72-59
1/28 Tufts vs Midd ........................ 68-59

Men’s Basketball
1/27 Midd vs Bates ....................... 81-64
1/28 Midd vs Tufts ........................ 72-56
1/31 Midd vs NEC......................... 90-36

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Girls’ Hockey

2/4 Brattleboro at MUHS ............... 5 PM
2/8 MUHS at Hartford ................... 7 PM

Boys’ Hockey
2/8 MUHS at Milton .................. 7:30 PM
2/10 Missisquoi at MUHS .............. 7 PM 

Boys’ Basketball
2/2 North Country at Mt. Abe......... 7 PM
2/2 MUHS at Mill River .................. 6 PM
2/3 VUHS at Missisquoi ................ 7 PM
2/4 Spaulding at MUHS..........................
........................... 7:15 PM at Pepin Gym
2/4 Springfield at OV ................ 5:30 PM
2/6 MUHS at Milton ....................... 7 PM
2/6 VUHS at Enosburg ................. 7 PM
2/6 Hartford at OV ......................... 7 PM
2/8 Missisquoi at MUHS ................. 7PM
2/8 VUHS at Mt. Abe .................... 7 PM
2/9 OV at Fair Haven..................... 7 PM
2/10 North Country at MUHS.... 6:30 PM
2/11 Milton at Mt. Abe ............. 12:30 PM
2/11 Woodstock at OV.............. 1:30 PM

Girls’ Basketball
2/3 Harwood at MUHS............ Canceled
2/4 VUHS at Missisquoi ......... 12:30 PM
2/4 Spaulding at Mt. Abe ....... 12:30 PM
2/7 Windsor at OV ......................... 7 PM
2/7 Enosburg at MUHS.................. 7 PM
2/7 Mt. Abe at North Country .... 6:30 PM
2/9 Mill River at OV........................ 7 PM
2/9 Colchester at MUHS................ 7 PM
2/10 Missisquoi at Mt. Abe ............ 7 PM
2/11 Rutland at MUHS............ 12:30 PM
2/11 OV at Woodstock.............. 1:30 PM

Dance
2/4 MUHS at BBA.......................... 1 PM
2/11......NVAC Competition at St. Albans
2/18......... State Championship at VUHS

Nordic Skiing
2/8......................MUHS at Mt. Mansfield
2/12 .................MUHS at Camel’s Hump

Wrestling
2/4..Mt. Abe/VUHS/OV at MMU Tourney
2/11..... Dual Meet State Championships

COLLEGE SPORTS
Men’s Hockey

2/3 Midd at Wesleyan .................... 7 PM
2/4 Midd at Trinity .......................... 4 PM
2/10 Midd at Williams .................... 7 PM
2/11 Williams at Midd..................... 7 PM

Women’s Hockey
2/3 Wesleyan at Midd .................... 7 PM
2/4 Wesleyan at Midd .................... 3 PM
2/7 Midd at Norwich....................... 7 PM
2/10 Williams at Midd .................... 7 PM
2/11 Midd at Williams..................... 7 PM

Women’s Basketball
2/3 Wesleyan at Midd .................... 7 PM
2/4 Trinity at Midd ......................... 3 PM
2/8 Colby-Sawyer at Midd ........ 5:30 PM
2/10 Conn at Midd ......................... 7 PM

Men’s Basketball
2/3 Midd at Wesleyan .................... 7 PM
2/4 Midd at Trinity .......................... 3 PM
2/10 Midd at Conn ......................... 7 PM

ScheduleSchedule

(See Hockey, Page 3B)

By ANDY KIRKALDY
MIDDLEBURY — Solid wins 

at Hartford on Saturday and then at 
home over Missisquoi on Monday 
moved the Middlebury Union High 
School girls’ hockey team back 
over .500 and into contention for 
a top-four seed for the Division 
II playoffs as the Tigers near the 
regular season’s home stretch.

The Tigers prevailed at Harwood, 
7-1, before returning to the 
Memorial Sports Center to blank 

Missisquoi, 4-0. Middlebury’s 
record is now 8-6. The local team 
was expecting a challenge at home 
from first-place Woodstock on 
Wednesday (played after deadline 
for this edition), and Brattleboro 
will visit on Saturday at 5 p.m.

Most importantly, according 
to first-year Coach P.J. Lalonde, 
the team’s play has gotten better 
along with its record. Skating, puck 
movement and teamwork are all 
on the rise, he said, after a stretch 

where the Tigers, who dress only 
12 skaters and two goalies, dealt 
with injuries and illnesses. 

“Working as a team with the 
puck has been a point of emphasis,” 
Lalonde said. “These things are 
finally starting to click for us. 
They’ve really strung together two 
really solid games.”

Even after a stretch in which the 
Tigers dropped a couple winnable 
games before these past two 

MUHS FORWARD ERIN Sears roofs the puck home over Missisquoi goalie Jadyn Lapan to give the 
Tiger girls’ hockey team the lead in the second period on Monday. MUHS went on to win, 4-0.

Independent photo/Steve James

Girls’ hockey claims pair of big wins

By ANDY KIRKALDY
MIDDLEBURY — The 

Middlebury Union High School 
gymnastics team picked up a pair 
of big wins in recent action, one on 
the road and one at the Tigers’ final 
home meet of the season. 

On Saturday, MUHS prevailed 
at South Burlington, 83.3-31.7, as 
Mary Johnson finished second in 
three events and third in two, and 
Alixis Williams posted two seconds 
and three thirds. SB’s Kelsey Adams 
won five events.  

Scores for individual disciplines 
were:

• Vault: 1. Adams, SB, 8.2; 2. 
Johnson, M, 7.9; 3. Alixis Williams, 
M, 7.5.

• Bars: 1. Adams, SB, 7.4; 2. 
Johnson, M, 5.5; 3. Williams, M, 5.1. 
4. Cooper Cannon, M, 4.6

• Beam: 1. Adams, SB, 7.8; 2. 
Williams, M, 7.7; 3. Johnson, M, 7.6. 
4. Cannon, M, 7.4

• Floor: 1. Adams, SB, 8.3; 2. 
Williams, M, 7.0; 3. Johnson, M, 
6.3; 4. Mady Richard, M, 5.0.

• All-around: 1. Adams, SB, 31.7; 
2. Johnson, M, 27.4; 3. Williams, M, 
27.2.

On Tuesday, the Tigers prevailed 
over a Montpelier team with only 
two gymnasts, 71.8-38, on a night 
the Tigers honored their only senior, 
Johnson, at her final home meet. 
Johnson celebrated with a win on 
the bars and four third-place finishes, 

while Williams won on the floor and 
all-around and finished second three 
times. Solon Mallory Supan won the 
other two disciplines.

The scores were: 
• Vault: 1. Supan (Montpelier), 

8.0;  2. Williams, 7.8; 3. Johnson, 
7.6; 4. Makayla Warner (Midd), 5.4.

• Bars: 1. Johnson, 6.7; 2. Alixis 
Williams, 5.6; 3. Supan, 4.8.

• Beam 1. Supan, 7.8; 2. Williams, 
7.4; 3. Johnson, 6.6; 4. Alexandra 
Cook (Mont) 5.9.; 5. Cannon, 5.0.

• Floor: 1. Alixis Williams, 7.5; 
2. Supan, 7.2; 3. Johnson, 6.2; 4. 
Warner, 6.0; 5. Cook, (Mont), 4.30.

• All Around; 1. Williams, 28.3; 2. 
Supan, 27.80; 3. Johnson, 27.10.

By ANDY KIRKALDY
BRANDON — On the strength 

of second-place finishes in five 
weight classes, the Otter Valley 
Union High School wrestling 
team on Saturday took first place 
in its own tournament. 

Lincoln Wilcox (132 pounds), 
Caleb Whitney (138), Tucker 
Babcock (152), Chase Cram 
(160) and Simon Martin (195) all 
reached finals for the Otters.

Meanwhile, three Vergennes 
wrestlers and one from Mount 
Abraham won titles.

Commodore Eli Brace 
continued his dominant season 
with another top finish at 132 
pounds, and joining him as 
winners were teammates Tyrelle 
Lavoie (160) and Isaac Preston 
(182). Breaking through with a 
tournament victory for the Eagles 
was senior Matt Conant at 145 
pounds. 

Otter Valley scored 168 
points to take the team crown, 
followed by New York teams 
Beekmantown (135) and 
Northern Adirondack (122). 
Monument Mountain (Mass.) 
was fourth, and Vergennes took 
fifth with 106 points. The Eagles 
were eighth at 58 in the 16-team 
field. 

By weight class, local wrestlers 

who finished in the top six were:
• 113 pounds: 3. Connor 

Meacham, Mt. Abe.
• 132: 1. Brace, VUHS; 2. 

Wilcox, OV. Brace pinned Wilcox 
in the final and won all five of his 
matches via pin. 

• 138: 2. Whitney, OV. Whitney 
lost in the final to Beekmantown’s 
Sawyer Bell, who was voted 
the tournament’s outstanding 
wrestler. 

• 145: 1. Conant, Mt. Abe; 3. 
Carter Giles, OV. Conant defeated 
Fair Haven’s Liam Robinson in 
the final, 4-0. 

• 152: 2. Babcock, OV. Babcock 
pinned four foes until being 
pinned in the final by Massena, 
N.Y., wrestler Coldon Hardy. 

• 160: 1. Lavoie, VUHS. 
Lavoie won all five matches of 
his matches by pin, including 
over OV’s Cram in the final.

• 170: 4. Drake Felkl, OV.
• 182: 1. Preston, VUHS; 4. 

Isaac Whitney, OV. Preston rolled 
to his title with four straight pins. 

• 195. 2. Martin, OV. Martin 
lost a tough, 7-6 decision in the 
final to Monument Mountain’s 
Luke Harston. 

• 220: 3. Wyatt Allenson, Mt. 
Abe; 4. Bruce Dusablon, OV. 
Allenson pinned Dusablon in 
their third-place match. 

OV wrestlers win own 
event; VUHS nets titles

Gymnasts earn two triumphs

By ANDY KIRKALDY
BRISTOL — The Mount 

Abraham Union High School girls’ 
basketball team started and finished 
strong on Friday night to turn back 
visiting Middlebury, 66-36.

The Eagles bolted to a 15-0 lead 
behind 11 early points from leading 
scorer Maia Jensen. But Mount Abe 
had to withstand a spirited surge 
from the Tigers before reasserting 
control with a decisive 17-3 run that 
closed the third quarter and opened 
the fourth. That surge gave Mount 
Abe an insurmountable 55-30 lead 
with six minutes to go. 

Keys to Mount Abe’s eventual 
big victory were pressure defense 
that forced 29 turnovers, including 
seven Jensen steals, and a big 
advantage on the boards. Counting 
team rebounds, the Eagles piled up 
a 44-24 margin on the glass, with 
Payton Vincent (seven) and Louisa 
Painter (six) leading the way.

Coach Koran Cousino, whose 
Eagle team improved to 6-8 — that 
record includes seven losses by 
eight points or fewer — was happy 
about the rebounding.

“We’ve spent some time recently 
just working on position, position 
defensively, which will enable us to 
get defensive rebounds,” Cousino 
said.

She was also pleased to see grit 
from the Eagles on the boards: 
“There was some gutsy basketball 
tonight.”

Cousino also noted the Eagles 
remained poised when the Tigers 
made a run at them, moving the ball 
and racking up 16 assists (four from 
Madi Gile and three from Lucy 
Guy). The Eagles “settled down” 
rather than going into “scramble 
mode,” she said.

Meanwhile Tiger Coach Chris 
Altemose saw his Tiger team drop to 
3-8. He also pointed to rebounding 

as a key factor. 
“They outworked us on the 

boards, and that was a little 
disappointing, because we’ve been 
doing better with that and putting a 
lot of focus on it,” Altemose said.

When the Tigers made their run 
from down 15 to within eight late in 
the second period, he noted Solstice 
Binder came in and gave them a lift 
on the boards. He also pointed out 
in that stretch sophomore Kassidy 
Brown came off the bench and 
slowed Jensen down in the Tigers’ 
one-on-one defense.

“She helped us hold things in 
place for a little while,” Altemose 
said. “Unfortunately we didn’t get 
enough offense going.”

 In that opening Eagle run, Jensen 
took it to the basket four times and 
nailed a three-pointer to make it 
15-0 at 3:30. Gile also scored inside 
and set up Jensen’s three, and center 

MacKenzie Griner hit two free 
throws and chipped in two assists. 

The Tigers finally got untracked 
against the Eagle 2-3 zone and 
countered with a 7-0 run that 
included a Binder layup assisted by 
Makayla Swan, an Ele Sellers three-
point play in the lane, and a Lexi 
Whitney jumper. A Griner hoop 
then made it 17-7, Eagles, after one 
quarter. 

In the second period, early points 
from Eagle Morgan Barnard and 
Tiger turnovers helped stretch that 
lead to 21-8, but the Tigers fought 
back. Eventually, a Binder putback, 
a Sellers bank shot in the lane, and 
Jazmyn Hurley’s three-pointer 
pulled the Tigers to within 28-20 at 
2:40. The Eagles still led by eight 
when Piper Guilmette’s pressured 
jumper banked in at the buzzer 
pushed their lead to 33-23 at the 

EAGLE GUARD LUCY Guy goes airborne in the lane to get a shot 
off as Tiger Cady Pitner defends during the Mount Abe girls’ home 
win on Friday night.

Independent photo/Steve James

Eagle girls cruise to victory over Tigers

TIGER GUARD JAZMYN Hurley carries the ball up the court with 
Eagle guard Piper Guilmette in hot pursuit during Friday’s game, 
won by the host Mount Abe girls.

Independent photo/Steve James

TIGER FORWARD SAWYER Witscher attempts to work around a 
Missisquoi player to reach the puck during Monday’s home game. 
Witscher had two assists in the Tiger victory.

Independent photo/Steve James

(See Hoops, Page 4B)
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SUPER SUNDAY
2023

F O O T B A L L  C O N T E S T

ADDISON COUNTY INDEPENDENT

ENTER TO WIN!
Who will be taking home the trophy in this year’s big 
game? Take a guess and you could win a super prize 
from one of these generous local businesses: Greg’s 

Market & Deli, Vermont Sun Fitness Center, 
Addison Independent.

SUPER SUNDAY
F O O T B A L L  C O N T E S T

W ho will win:  C H I E F S or E A G L E S?
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Please guess the combined final score
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
N ame:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
E mail:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
T own:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  P hone N umber:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

q  Y es,  please sign me up for the A ddy I ndy N ews D igest!

Y ou could win a priz e from one of these generous local 
businesses:  V ermont Sun,  G reg’s Market &  D eli,  

A ddison I ndependent
Please circle your first choice of pri e.

K A N S A S C I T Y

CHIEFS
P H I L A D E L P H I A

EAGLESV S

WANT MORE CHANCES TO WIN? 
After you mail this form to us at 58 Maple Street, 

Middlebury, VT 05753, you can also enter online at 
addisonindependent.com/contests and by visiting 
the Addison Independent office, Greg’s Market & 
Deli, and Vermont Sun Fitness (Middlebury and 

Vergennes locations).
W inners will be chosen based on guess accuracy.  P riz es include a V ermont 
Sun membership +  1  month’s dues,  a G reg’s Market &  D eli priz e package 
( $ 2 5  gift card +  3  lbs.  wings + 1  rack of baby back ribs) ,  and a 1 - year 
subscription to the A ddison I ndependent.  W inners will be contacted once the 
contest is over to discuss priz e selection.  E ntries will be accepted through 
Saturday,  F ebruary 1 1 th.  W inners will be announced in the F ebruary 1 6 th 

edition of the A ddy I ndy.

Enter the 
Super Sunday Contest
for a chance to win
a membership and
one month dues
to Vermont Sun!

Middlebury 388.6888 Vergennes 
vermontsun.com

Get Off the Bench
and Join In!

I love watching movies with 
my kids, now adults. These days, 
that usually means watching from 
home in a darkened living room 
on the big TV, without phones 
and other distractions.  

I particularly enjoy watching 
sports fi lms with my younger son, 
Peter.

I have a keen memory of 
the summer he turned 15 and 
we had our own week-long 
sports fi lm festival, movies he 
had theretofore been required 
to pass up because they had 
“adult content” (including adult 
language!) and I was determined 
to exercise parental judgment. 

My confi dence that it was 
time to see these movies was 
reinforced by the fact that he 
had taken a very thorough sex 
ed class (thus I had been able 
to avoid the dreaded Dad Talk). 
He would not see anything that 
he had not already been exposed 
to, nor hear any coarse language 
he hadn’t already heard at school 
(but not from me, heavens no!).

I thought he was ready to move 
on from the classic PGs (“The 
Natural,” “Field of Dreams,” 
“Hoosiers”) to the Rs, the bawdy 
comedies.

Male bonding, right, father and 
son watching stories of athletes 
talking and thinking about sex 
(and occasionally even practicing 
it!) speaking in the colorful 
language that befi ts and occupies 
the actual enterprise of sports. 

It’s called VERISIMILTUDE!
The timing was impeccable. 

His mom was visiting her family 
in California; his sister was off 
at overnight camp. His older 
siblings had fl own the coop. Just 
us boys. Pizza and ice cream (no 
beer!). Movie night!

Here’s the line-up of the 
celebrated Cornwall Sports Film 
Festival of 2010:

Monday: “Caddyshack” 
(1980). A great favorite of mine 
as I worked on the golf course at 
the grand Poland Spring Hotel 
for eight summers, the last 
three as “caddymaster Karl.” 
Bill Murray in this movie plays 
“groundskeeper Carl.” Rodney 
Dangerfi eld is a nouveau riche
developer who represents 
everything the haughty country 
clubbers despise. 

Tuesday: “Major League” 
(1989). Set in Cleveland where 
I lived for six years in my 20s: 
the owner of the Tribe wants to 
move the team to Miami, so she 
attempts to put terrible players 
on the fi eld. Charlie Sheen does a 
great turn as the “Wild Thing,” a 
relief pitcher.

Wednesday: “Slap Shot” 
(1977). Set in a gritty 
Pennsylvania town, Paul Newman 
(Paul Newman!) plays minor 
league hockey player-coach Reg 
Dunlop. The scriptwriter, Nancy 
Dowd, had her hockey playing 
brother record actual locker and 
barroom conversations to get the 
dialogue just right — f-bombs 
everywhere. 

T h u r s d a y : 
“White Men 
Can’t Jump” 
(1992). Best 
o p e n i n g 
sequence in a 
movie ever (OK, 
second-best to 
Jaws). Woody 
Harrelson plays 
Billy Hoyle, a 
hoop hustler 
who hustles 

Wesley Snipes (Sidney Deane) 
on the famous basketball court 
at Venice Beach, LA. They fall 
in together and exploit the racial 
stereotype about white hoopers. 

Friday: “Bull Durham” (1988), 
the piece de resistance. Veteran 
minor league baseball player 
Crash Davis (Kevin Costner) is 
called upon to “mature” young 
pitcher Nuke LaLoosh (Tim 
Robbins) who has a million-
dollar arm and a ten-cent head. 
Susan Sarandon plays Annie 
Savoy, a community college 
English teacher who “matures” 
a different young player every 
season in her own way.

Our fi lm series was a glorious 
success. Those movies remain 
among our very favorites.

Though it wasn’t part of our 
fi lm festival line-up, be assured 
that Peter and I also watched 
Penny Marshall’s wonderful 1992 
treatment of the All-American 
Girls Baseball Association of the 
1940s, “A League of their Own.”

All of these movies possess a 
crucial prerequisite for viewers 
like Peter and me: the action 
sequences, the play on the 
fi eld or court or ice, have to be 
convincing. For us, inauthenticity 
is fatal; crucial considerations 
like character development, plot, 
script quality go out the window 
if the actors playing athletes can’t 
actually play. 

I’m still watching sports 
movies with Peter, now 27. He 
is a dedicated cinephile, having 
been an English-fi lm/video 
major at prestigious Middlebury 
College.

At the holidays, he came home 
for a week all the way from far 
off Burlington, Vt., where he now 
lives and works and plays pick-

up hoops. I was keen to watch 
with him two sports movies — a 
new one, “Hustle,” with Adam 
Sandler, and an old one, “Tin 
Cup” (1996), Costner again, a 
golf movie. 

I am not generally a big Adam 
Sandler fan (even though he’s a 
New Englander, having grown 
up in Manchester, N.H.). In 
“Hustle,” Sandler plays Stanley 
Sugarman, an NBA scout who 
aspires to greater things in pro 
basketball. He discovers a terrifi c 
player in Spain, played well by 
Juancho Hernangómez, an actual 
NBA player (Toronto Raptors). 
Stanley’s wife is played by Queen 
Latifah. It’s well done. 

Peter has recently taken up golf 
so we watched “Tin Cup,” written 
and directed by Ron Shelton, 
who also did “White Men Can’t 
Jump” and “Bull Durham,” our 
all-time favorites. Roy is another 
of Shelton’s anti-heroic grinders, 
a washed-up golf pro reduced 
to running a driving range and 
giving lessons in hardscrabble 
West Texas. Rene Russo’s in 
this one (always a good thing), 
and Cheech Marin is winning as 
Roy’s buddy and caddy. 

As a holiday present, I gave 
Peter the book “The Church of 
Baseball: The Making of Bull 
Durham — Home Runs, Bad 
Calls, Crazy Fights, Big Swings, 
and a Hit” by Ron Shelton himself, 
a deep dive into the making 
of that quintessential sports 
movie. I read it fi rst, of course, 
before gift-wrapping (doesn’t 
everyone?). I recommend the 
book enthusiastically, especially 
to those who loved the fi lm. 

In college, Shelton fell in love 
with literature and language and 
played baseball and basketball. 
He was in professional baseball 
for fi ve years in the Orioles 
system, getting as high as AAA 
(Rochester).  He knows whereof 
he speaks. His heroes are players 
on the fringes, whose love for the 
game is often not requited. 

I trust Pete and I will watch 
more sports fi lms (and others) 
in the interstices of his present 
life at JFK Elementary School 
in Winooski and his summer 
tasks herding little ones at Camp 
Keewaydin. 

I’m compiling a new list!
—————

Karl Lindholm, Ph.D., is the 
Emeritus Dean of Advising and 
retired Assistant Professor of 
American Studies at Middlebury 
College. Email him at lindholm@
middlebury.edu.

IN THIS MOUND visit from the fi lm “Bull Durham,” Crash Davis (Kevin Costner), center, is discussing a 
dilemma with pitcher Nuke Laloosh (Tim Robbins) and other teammates: They don’t know what wedding 
gift to get Jimmy (the shortstop) and Millie. Pitching coach Larry Hockett (Robert Wuhl) solves the 
problem — “Candlesticks aways make a nice gift” — and the game continues.

‘Candlesticks always make a nice gift’

Sports (Mostly)
KARL 

LINDHOLM

ADDISON COUNTY — The 
Mount Abraham girls picked up a 
home win to near the .500 mark to 
provide the only highlight in local 
high school girls’ basketball action 
between Jan. 24 and 31. Elsewhere 
Vergennes and Otter Valley lost 
their only games in that seven-day 
span.

Middlebury also visited Mount 
Abe on Friday night; see story on 
Page 1B. MUHS was also set to 
visit Missisquoi on Wednesday 
after deadline for this edition.
EAGLES

On Monday, the Eagles outlasted 
visiting Colchester, 37-31. Maia 
Jensen and Louisa Painter led the 
Eagle offense with nine points each, 
while Payton Vincent grabbed 
seven rebounds and Jensen added 
fi ve steals. Emma Litchfi eld scored 
13 points for the Division I Lakers. 

The Eagles, who are making a 
push for a D-II home playoff game, 
improved to 7-8 heading into a 
Wednesday game at Enosburg.
COMMODORES

In the Commodores’ only game 
during those seven days, host 
Colchester defeated them, 48-29. 
Ryleigh Garrow’s 22 points led 
the Lakers. Kyra Bradford scored 
seven as VUHS dropped to 5-10 
heading into another tough road 
game scheduled for Wednesday 
night, at undefeated North Country. 
OTTERS

On Tuesday, host Hartford 
coasted past the Otters, 50-20, 
as Hurricane freshman Charlotte 
Jasmin tossed in half of her team’s 
points. The Otters struggled with 
their shooting as they fell to 1-12. 
Elena Politano scored a team-high 
fi ve points. 

Only Eagles fi nd success 
in girls’ basketball play

CHITTENDEN — The 
Middlebury Union High School 
girls’ and boys’ Nordic skiing 
teams continued to post strong 
results in races on Tuesday and this 
past Friday. 

On Tuesday, the Tigers competed 
in the Southern Vermont League 
Skate Championship Races at 
Chittenden’s Mountain Top Inn.

Technically, the Tigers’ results 
did not count in the races because 
MUHS is not an SVL member. 
But the Tiger girls dominated their 
event. Beth McIntosh led a 1-2-3 
fi nish, and two more skiers fi nished 
in the top 12. 

Their results over the 5-kilometer 
course were: 1. McIntosh, 16:18; 
2. Mary Harrington, 16:28; 3. Ava 
Schneider, 16:50; 6. Lia Robinson, 

18:33; 12. Naomi Brightman, 
20:01.

Mount Anthony’s Luke Rizio 
breezed to a win in the boys’ race 
in 13:35. Baxter Harrington led 
fi ve Tigers in the top 22 by taking 
third. Their fi nishes and times 
were: 3. Harrington, 14:13; 5. 
Eliot Schneider, 14:42; 10. Matias 
Citarella, 15:26; 17. Ben Seaton, 
17:00; 22. Trey Bosworth; 17:26.

On this past Friday, the Tiger 
girls were fi rst and the boys were 
second at a 5K skate race, this 
one hosted by Burr & Burton 
at the Viking Nordic Center in 
Londonderry. 

The Tiger girls prevailed in the 
three-team fi eld with 12 points, 
followed by Mount Anthony (36) 
and Brattleboro (53). 

Their scorers and times 
were: 1. McIntosh, 15:36; 2. 
Mary Harrington, 15:54; 3. Ava 
Schneider,16:0; 6. Lia Robinson, 
17:26.

The Tiger boys (28) were second 
to Mount Anthony (16) in the six-
team fi eld, followed by Brattleboro 
(68), Mount Abraham (75), 
Rutland (125) and Burr & Burton 
(134). 

Mt. Anthony’s Rizio won the 
race in 13:17. The Tigers’ scorers 
and times were: 2. Harrington, 
14:12; 3. Schneider, 14:25; 10. 
Citarella, 15:07; 17. Seaton, 16:06.

Scoring for the Eagles were: 8. 
Lorenzo Atocha, 15:07; 16. James 
Graziadei, 16:13; 19. Abel Atocha, 
16:29; 32. Jonah Howell, 17:22.

Tiger Nordic skiers keep rolling

By ANDY KIRKALDY
MIDDLEBURY — The 

Middlebury College men’s hockey 
team split two home games this 
past weekend and stand at 4-14, 
3-9 NESCAC, heading into this 
weekend, when they play at two 
of the league’s top three teams, 
Wesleyan and Trinity. Their league 
record currently puts them in ninth 
place, one spot out of playoff 
qualifi cation with six games to go 
in the regular season. 

On this past Friday the Panthers 
got 40 saves from goalie Jake 
Horoho and scored three times 
in the fi nal 4:41, including one 

empty-netter, in a defeat of visiting 
Connecticut, 5-1.

The Panthers got on the 
scoreboard at 12:11 of the fi rst 
period, when Wyatt Pastor netted 
a rebound of a Jin Lee shot on the 
rush. 

 Middlebury made it 2-0 at 
7:22 of third period, when Zach 
Whitehead tapped in a loose puck 
from the left side.

The last-place Camels scored on 
a power play three minutes later, 
when Brett Moccia gathered a 
loose puck and shoveled it into the 
back of the net.

Middlebury made it 3-1 at 15:19, 
when Cole Joslin tapped in a 
rebound while on a Panther power 
play.

The Panthers added an empty-
net goal by Chris Garbe at 18:47, 
and 17 seconds later Whitehead 
netted his second of the game to 
make it 5-1. 

Camel goalie Cam Fernandez 
made 30 saves for the 2-14 Camels, 
who remained in search of their 
fi rst NESCAC victory. 

On Saturday, 10th-place Tufts 
knocked off the Panthers in 
overtime, 4-3, after Middlebury 
had battled back from two goals 
down.  

Tufts got on the scoreboard 
4:41 into the second frame on a 
power play, during which a long 
Harrison Bazianos shot found its 
way in through traffi c. Less than 
a minute later it was 2-0 on Joel 
Brandinger’s blast from the right 
point.

The Panthers’ Ryan Pineault 
made it 2-1 with 4:00 left in the 
period by tucking a shot high into 
the net. Middlebury knotted the 
score at 9:54 of the third, when Jin 
Lee scored on a wraparound.

The Jumbos made it 3-2 just 
1:47 later when Brennan Horn 
shoveled the puck in from close 
range. Middlebury tied the game 
with 4:07 to go, when Nolan 
Moore netted his own rebound.

The Panthers had a two-on-
one with 1:47 remaining, but 
Whitehead’s shot hit the crossbar.

The Jumbos won 39 seconds into 
overtime while on a fi ve-on-three 
power play: Sam Miller poked in 
the puck in from the doorstep.

Horoho made a season-high 42 
saves. Jumbo netminder Peyton 
Durand made 34 saves.

Men’s hockey splits home games
Overtime loss on Saturday sabotages hopes for sweep

Super Sunday Party 
Headquarters

Greg’s Market is Your

• Chicken Wings $4.99/lb.
(prepared or cook your own!)

• Baby Back Ribs $3.99/lb
(prepared or cook your own!)

• Best Deli Platters in Town 
Of Course!

• Beverages • Chips • Snacks 
• Guac fi xins!

Place your order now 
for Super Sunday!

(802) 989-7651
3 Elm St., Middlebury
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ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

Upcoming Events

Memorial Sports Center
296 Buttolph Drive • Middlebury, VT

802-388-1238
info@memorialsportscenter.org
MemorialSportsCenter.org

Skate Sharpening 
available during

all events.

�ursday Feb. 2:
9:00 - 11:00 AM - Public Skating

Sunday, Feb. 5:
2:30 - 4:00 PM - Public Skating

Tuesday Feb. 7:
9:00 - 11:00 AM - Public Skating

3:30 - 5:00 PM - Stick & Puck
 �ursday Feb. 9:

9:00 - 11:00 AM - Public Skating
Saturday, Feb. 11

6:30 - 8:00 PM Public Skating
Sunday, Feb. 12

2:30 - 4:00 PM Public Skating
Tuesday Feb. 14:

9:00 - 11:00 AM - Public Skating
3:30 - 5:00 PM - Stick & Puck

 �ursday Feb. 16:
9:00 - 11:00 AM - Public Skating

successful outings, Lalonde agreed 
the Tigers have clearly improved 
since earlier this season, and have 
done so via the old-fashioned way.

“They all work hard in practice. 
We’ve been focusing on neutral 
zone regroups, breakouts, just 
puck-moving things,” he said. 
“They’re just starting to come into 
it and fi nding their game.” 

Against the Highlanders, the 
Tigers took a 4-0 fi rst-period lead, 
with Sawyer Witscher, Erin Sears, 
Ellie Wilkinson-Sachs (her fi rst 
varsity goal) and Quinn Doria all 
fi nding the net in the opening 15 
minutes. Sears and Erin Mulcahy 
added second-period strikes, and 
Sears completed a hat trick in the 
third. 

Witscher assisted three goals, 
Lily Finn picked up two assists, and 
Hana Doria and Sears added an assist 
apiece. In goal, Ruby Hubbell and 
Michaela Charbonneau combined 
for seven saves. According to the 
offi cial scorebook, the Harwood 
goalie made 74 saves, but Lalonde 
was skeptical that his team amassed 
81 shots on goal. 

The Tigers started more slowly 
on home ice against Missisquoi, 
largely because the T-Birds, who 
fell to 4-6-1 with the setback, were 
a more challenging opponent than 
the 0-10 Highlanders. In fact, they 
had defeated the Tigers in Swanton, 
3-1, earlier this winter, although 
Missisquoi was outshot in that 

victory.
Shots on goal were even in 

Monday’s scoreless fi rst period 
as the T-Birds carefully tracked 
Sears, the freshman who leads the 
Tigers in scoring. Witscher put a 
couple bids on goal early and fi red 
just wide from the slot with 5:30 to 
go, and Kenyon Connors also just 
missed wide a minute later. 

The Tigers’ best chance in the 
period came from defender Hana 
Doria on a rush with two minutes 
to go, but Doria’s blast from 
the left circle rang the crossbar. 
When MUHS goalie Ruby 
Hubbell blocked defender Brooke 
Rainville’s shot from the right point 
in the fi nal seconds, it was on to the 
second period.

The Tigers began to pressure 
more steadily, and MVU goalie 
Jadyn Lapan denied several Tiger 
bids in an early scrum and then 
an Ireland Hanley defl ection with 
six minutes to go. MUHS broke 
through with 4:28 left in the period. 
Sears picked up a loose puck in the 
defensive end, skated up the left 
side, deked a defender in the circle, 
and roofed the puck past Lapan 
from point-blank range. 

With 1:03 left in the middle 
period, Finn made it 2-0, with two 
assists from Wilkinson-Sachs. 
Wilkinson-Sachs fi rst won a puck 
deep in the zone and fed Finn at the 
top of the right circle. Wilkinson-
Sachs then went to the top of the 
crease and engaged with a defender, 

and Finn’s shot from just inside the 
circle defl ected in off the T-Bird as 
she and Wilkinson-Sachs jousted. 

As the third period opened, 
Hubbell made a key save on a 
short backhand from Rainville 
to preserve the two-goal lead. 
Shortly afterward, Sears made it 
3-0, skating into the zone, cutting 
left to right through the high slot, 
and whipping a forehand shot back 
into the upper right corner as she 
was falling. Witscher picked up 
the assist for sending Sears into the 
T-Bird end. 

The T-Birds then took a series of 
penalties that dampened any hopes 
of a comeback and also allowed 
Sears to complete another hat trick 
with a power-play strike with 9:30 
on the clock. Witscher fed her from 
the right boards, and Sears ripped 
a shot from the middle edge of the 
circle into the near side. 

Missisquoi had one good chance 
in the period, but Finn broke up a 
three-on-one break. Lapan, who 
fi nished with 14 saves, also denied 
a late breakaway. Hubbell worked 
a nine-save shutout, her fi fth of the 
season.

Lalonde was pleased with the 
Tigers’ two-way effort in the two 
victories.

“The play at both ends of the 
ice was very consistent,” he said. 
“That’s one of the things we’ve 
been stressing, and thankfully the 
last two games they’ve done a great 
job at both ends of the ice.”

MUHS FORWARD ILA Crowley fi nds it diffi cult to make a play on the puck in front of the Missisquoi net 
during Monday’s home game given that her stick is tangled up with a defender. 

Independent photo/Steve James

ADDISON COUNTY — In 
recent local high school boys’ 
basketball play, Mount Abraham 
highlighted the action with a 
pair of wins, including one over 
rival Middlebury. Elsewhere, the 
Tigers picked up a road victory, 
Vergennes lost a pair of Lake 
Division games and Otter Valley 
split two games against tough 
competition. 
EAGLES Vs. TIGERS

On Tuesday, the Eagles 
prevailed in of their home game 
with the Tigers, 57-50. Mount 
Abe built a lead by outscoring 
their visitors, 22-13, in the second 
quarter, but two three-pointers 
by Willem Berry helped MUHS 
rally to tie the game at 36-36 in 

the third period. 
Eagle forward Gavin 

Bannister scored seven points 
in the third period to help give 
his team a 42-38 lead, and in the 
fourth three-pointers by Chance 
Denecker and Brenden Oxford
and three key Ian Funke free 
throws helped the Eagles hold off 
the Tigers. 

Funke (15 points), Oxford (13), 
Bannister (11) and Denecker 
(10) all scored in double fi gures 
for the Eagles as they won their 
fourth straight game and evened 
their record at 6-6.

The Tigers saw a three-game 
winning streak end and their 
record drop to 6-5. Penn Riney
led them with 21 points, and 

Berry and Graham Mattrick
each scored 10.

Both teams also played on 
Saturday. The Tigers claimed 
a 79-67 victory at Enosburg. 
They took an insurmountable 
63-36 lead into the fourth quarter. 
Hornet Devyn Gleason kept the 
fi nal score respectable with a 
29-point effort. Riney scored 
20 points to lead the Tigers, 
and Berry (13 points) and Jack 
Trudeau (11) also scored in 
double fi gures.

On Saturday, the Eagles coasted 
past visiting Mill River, 64-14. 
Funke scored 11 of his 16 points 
in the fi rst half, and Denecker (12 
points) and Domenic DeNapoli
(10) also reached double fi gures 

for Mount Abe.  
COMMODORES

Also on Saturday, host 
North Country defeated the 
Commodores, 63-40. Cooper 
Brueck led three Falcons in 
double fi gures with 15 points. 
Elijah Duprey scored 15 points 
for VUHS. 

On Tuesday, visiting Milton 
edged the Commodores, 46-
41, as Yellowjackets Donovyn 
Dallas (18) and Kayden Parent 
(13) combined for 31 points. 
The Commodores dropped their 
third straight game and fell to 7-6 
despite 22 points from Abram 
Francis.
OTTERS

On Thursday, Jan. 26, host 

Mount St. Joseph defeated the 
Otters, 42-28. The Mounties, 
who improved to 7-3, opened 
the second half with a 14-2 run 
that proved to be decisive in the 
defensive battle. 

A total of four fi eld goals were 
scored in the fi rst quarter and the 
same was the case in the second. 
Owen Traynor led MSJ with 
18 points. Logan Letourneau
scored 10 points for OV, and 
Drew Pelkey added six.

On Monday, the Otters picked 
up a big win at Division I Burr 
& Burton, 59-48, leading from 
start to fi nish. Ben Adams and 
Letourneau led OV with 13 
points each, and Pelkey scored 
12, including six free throws in 

the fourth quarter to help clinch 
the victory. Callum Morell led the 
Bulldogs with 14 points.

The Otters improved to 5-8 and 
were scheduled to visit Windsor 
on Wednesday.

Mount Abe victories highlight recent boys’ basketball action

NEW LONDON, Conn. — This 
past weekend the Middlebury 
College women’s hockey 
team earned a tie and suffered 
a loss in two outings against 
host Connecticut College. The 
Panthers dropped to 10-5-2, 6-3-1 
NESCAC, heading into two home 
games this weekend vs. Wesleyan. 
Connecticut improved to 9-7-1, 
6-5-1.

On Friday, the Panthers outshot 
the Camels, 35-19, but had to 
settle for a 1-1 tie when Camel 
goalie Abby Wieczorek made 34 
saves. Middlebury goalie Sophia 
Merageas saved 19 shots. 

Both teams scored in the opening 
period. The Panthers got on the 
board with their second shot of the 
game. Kylie Quinlan carried the 
puck over the blue line and blasted 
a shot through traffi c with 5:19 
expired. 

Connecticut College knotted the 
contest 1-1 at 14:52 on Caroline 
O’Keefe’s successful wraparound 
score. 

On Saturday, the Camels 
prevailed, 2-1. The Camels struck 
fi rst at 9:09 of the second period, 
when Serena Seiple converted a 
cross-ice pass from Kiley Smith.

The Panthers equalized two 
minutes later. Jenna Letterie 
controlled a defl ected Britt 
Nawrocki shot and slid it home 
from close range. 

Connecticut regained its edge 
1:12 later. Alana Burm took a 
slapshot from the point that trickled 
in off Panther goalie Sophia Will.  

Both goalies, the Panthers’ Will 
and the Camels’ Wieczorek, made 
20 saves, as Connecticut earned a 
slight advantage in shots on net. 

Women skaters struggle

TIGER ERIN MCNULTY tries to bat a rebound home past Missisquoi goalie Jadyn Lapan during the 
MUHS girls’ hockey team’s home win on Monday. 

Independent photo/Steve James

Hockey 
(Continued from Page 1B)

TIGER ERIN SEARS scored three times in the MUHS hockey team’s win on Monday, but Missisquoi 
goalie Jadyn Lapan denied this late breakaway bid. 

Independent photo/Steve James

TIGER FORWARD ELLIE Wilkinson-Sachs didn’t score this goal on Monday; Lily Finn did. But Wilkinson-
Sachs fed Finn for the assist and created the traffi c out front that led to the defl ection into the net.

Independent photo/Steve James
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Donna Belcher, 
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in Vermont for 34 
years. She has felt 
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experience with 
such challenges 
as: depression, 
anxiety, grief, 
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stress, mid life 
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developing a 
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My office is currently open for 
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appointments.
Most insurances now cover 

telephone and video.
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By ANDY KIRKALDY
MEDFORD, Mass. — The 

Middlebury College women’s 
basketball team dropped two 
NESCAC road games this past 
weekend and stands at 11-9, 3-4 
in league play. 

That record puts them in 
seventh place in the NESCAC 
standings after three straight 
league losses, with three games 
to go in the NESCAC regular 
season. The Panthers will host 
fi rst-place Trinity and fi fth-place 
Wesleyan this weekend and last-
place Connecticut the following 
Friday. The standings are tightly 
bunched, and Middlebury could 

easily move up. 
This past Friday, host Bates 

defeated the Panthers, 72-59. 
Bates (9-9, 2-4 NESCAC) took 
an early lead, led by 19 at the 
break and by as many as 21 in 
the second half on the way to the 
victory. Meghan Graff scored 26 
points to lead the Bobcats.

Alexa Mustafaj tossed in 23 
points for the Panthers, and 
Augusta Dixon scored 15 points 
and grabbed eight boards. 

On Saturday, host Tufts (14-6, 
5-1 NESCAC, good for second 
place) pulled away in the fourth 
quarter for a 68-59 victory. The 
teams were knotted at 50-50 

at 8:01 of the fi nal period after 
Middlebury entered the quarter 
with a 48-47 advantage and had 
led by as many as seven points in 
the third period.

But the Jumbos went on a 
decisive 9-1 run at that point and 
then held off the Panthers in the 
late going by sinking seven free 
throws. 

Maggie Russell led the Jumbos 
with 26 points, and Caitlyn 
O’Boyle chipped in 16. 

Mustafaj (17 points), Dixon 
(14) and Gabby Stuart (10) scored 
in double fi gures for the Panthers, 
and Bethany Lucey contributed 
seven points and nine boards. 

break.
Mount Abe’s advantage was 11, 

38-27, when Tiger Cady Pitner hit a 
jumper three minutes into the third 
quarter. And that’s when the Eagles 
went on their big 17-3 run. Before 
the end of the third period, Guy and 
Gile hit free throws, Barnard drove 
the baseline for a reverse layup, 
Jensen hit two buckets and two free 
throws, and Guy beat the buzzer 
with a three. At the other end, 

MUHS managed only three Sellers 
free throws, and the Eagles led by 
an insurmountable 51-30.

Sellers scored 16 points to lead 
the Tigers, followed by Binder with 
eight and Pitner with fi ve. 

Altemose gave the Eagles credit 
for wearing his team down, and 
the Tigers, who were coming off 
an overtime win at Vergennes, for 
working to get out of the early hole 
and make a run at Mount Abe.

“I was proud of them of them 

for responding, because I thought 
they did a nice job of digging out 
and getting us back in the game,” 
he said. “There’s some bright spots. 
We’ve just got to keep plugging 
away.” 

Eagle contributors included 
Jensen, 26 points; Parker, seven 
points; Griner, 11 points, fi ve 
boards, two blocks; Painter, fi ve 
points, two assists; Barnard; fi ve 
points; and Vincent, three steals to 
go with her team high in boards.

Cousino would like to see her 
team play as well on the road, where 
they are 1-7, as at home, although 
it’s fair to note that fi ve of those 
six road losses are by six points or 
fewer. But Cousino said she would 
prefer a more consistent mindset 
whether the Eagles have a friendly 
crowd or not.

Cousino also said the team has 
retained a positive outlook despite 
its sub-.500 record, and she believes 
they will continue to improve.

“As much as I want to win every 
game, I know what we have endured 
is preparing us for the playoffs and 
the end of the season,” she said. “I 
don’t question the work ethic of this 
team. I don’t question how much 
they care.”

Hoops
(Continued from Page 1B)

EAGLE LOUISA PAINTER cuts between Tigers Solstice Binder (No. 24) and Ele Sellers on a foray to the 
basket during Mount Abe’s victory over visiting Middlebury on Friday.

Independent photo/Steve James

Women’s basketball drops pair

TIGER FORWARD SOLTICE Binder wins this board battle with 
Eagle forward Payton Vincent on Friday in Bristol. The two each led 
their teams in rebounding during the Mount Abe girls’ victory.

Independent photo/Steve James

By ANDY KIRKALDY
MIDDLEBURY — The 

Middlebury College men’s 
basketball team picked up three 
recent home wins to take over fi rst 
place in the NESCAC standings 
and enhance its high NCAA 
Division III national ranking. 

The Panthers, ranked No. 3 in 
this week’s D-III poll, improved 
to 18-2 with three games to go 
in their regular season, all vs. 
NESCAC foes on the road: at 
third-place Wesleyan and fi fth-
place Trinity this weekend, and 
at sixth-place Connecticut the 
following Friday.

On this past Friday, the Panthers 
pulled away from visiting Bates 
in the second half to prevail, 81-
64. The game was tied with 16 
minutes to go at 43-43, and then 
the Panthers took charge with 

17-7 surge over the next eight 
minutes keyed by strong defense 
and Charley Moore’s six points 
off the bench. A three-pointer 
and two free throws from Sam 
Stevens in the game’s fi nal three-
and-a-half minutes helped seal 
the victory. 

Stephen Baxter scored 21 
points, and Cam Riley added 14 
for the Bobcats, who dropped to 
7-11, 1-4 in NESCAC play. 

For Middlebury, Alex Sobel 
(23 points, nine rebounds, seven 
assists), Stevens (13 points), 
Noah Osher (11 points) and 
David Brennan (10 points, seven 
boards) all scored in double 
fi gures, while guard Jaden 
Bobbett chipped in fi ve points and 
fi ve assists. Edward Witherington 
added a career-high seven points, 
and Moore and Evan Flaks added 
six each as the Panther bench 
factored into the win.

On Saturday, the Panthers 
shrugged off an early defi cit 

to defeat visiting Tufts, 72-56. 
They fell behind, 17-4, at 15:29, 
as Coach Jeff Brown juggled his 
starting lineup to honor the team’s 
seniors, but with the team’s 
regulars back on the fl oor they 
went on runs of 13-2 and 12-3 to 
lead by 39-34 by halftime. 

The Panthers then opened 
the second half with a 13-3 run, 
capped by a Moore three-point 
play, to take a 52-37 lead. The 
closest the Jumbos came after 
that was 60-51 at 6:16, as their 
switch to a zone momentarily 
slowed the Panthers’ offensive 
momentum. But the Panthers hit 
12 of 14 free throws down the 
stretch to pull away. 

Trumann Gettings and Khai 
Champion scored 10 points 
apiece to lead the Jumbos (14-5, 
3-3 NESCAC).

Sobel (19 points, 10 rebounds, 
fi ve blocks), Osher (16 points), 
Stevens (14 points) and Brennan 
(fi ve points, 10 boards) again 

paced the Panthers. 
SPORTSMANSHIP AWARD

At Saturday’s game, the 
College Basketball Offi ciating 
Association honored Coach 
Brown with the Sam Schoenfeld 
Sportsmanship Award, 
presented annually to a college 
or university, its head coach, 
players and spectators who best 
exemplify “the highest degree 
of sportsmanship, character, and 
ethics.”

Finally, on Tuesday, the 
Panthers went deep into the 
bench in a 90-36 victory over 
visiting New England College (4-
16) that was most notable as the 
program’s 1,000th all-time win. 
Sixteen Panthers scored, led by 
Osher (14) and Sobel and Nash 
Goldman (12 each). Goldman’s 
total was a career high. Sobel 
blocked four shots, making it 44 
straight games with at least one 
block.  

Men’s hoop takes over first place in NESCAC
With three victories Panthers rise to No. 3 in NCAA Division III rankings
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Quotes are taken from reader comments submitted with subscription renewals.

“It’s a fantastic newspaper.
I love everything about it.”

Here’s what one reader has to say about us!

A subscriber from Middlebury writes:

calendarcalendar
communitycommunity

ADDISON COUNTY — Age 
Well will serve a number of takeout 
and sit-down meals in the county. 
These meals are open to anyone 
age 60 and up and their spouse of 
any age. Participants must register 
with Age Well once a year.

GRAB-N-GO MEALS
The week of Jan. 30 menu 

includes Pot roast au jus, ranch 
mashed potatoes, carrots and 
cabbage, rolls, apple pie and milk

Thursday, Feb. 2
Vergennes: 10:45 a.m., St. Peter’s 

Church Garage, 85 S. Maple St.
Friday, Feb. 3 
Starksboro: 3:30 p.m. Starksboro 

Baptist Church, Route 116.
The week of Feb. 6 menu 

includes ham and cheese stuffed 
chicken breast, mashed potatoes, 
beets, roll, applesauce cake and 
milk.

Monday, Feb. 6
Bristol: 11 a.m., American 

Legion, Airport Dr. 
Tuesday, Feb. 7
Bridport: 10:30 a.m., Bridport 

Congregational Church, 54 Middle 
Rd. 

Wednesday Feb. 8
Monkton: 11:30 a.m., New Town 

Hall, 92 Monkton Ridge. 
Middlebury: 11 a.m., Middlebury 

Rec Center, 154 Creek Rd. 
Thursday, Feb. 9
Vergennes: 10:45 a.m., St. Peter’s 

Church Garage, 85 S. Maple St.
Friday, Feb. 10 
Starksboro: 3:30 p.m. Starksboro 

Baptist Church, Route 116.
The week of Feb. 13 menu 

includes Swedish meatballs over 
pasta, Brussells sprouts, French-cut 
green beans, roll, pineapple tidbits 
and milk.

Monday, Feb. 13
Bristol: 11 a.m., American 

Legion, Airport Dr. 
Tuesday, Feb. 14
Bridport: 10:30 a.m., Bridport 

Congregational Church, 54 Middle 
Rd. 

Wednesday Feb. 15
Monkton: 11:30 a.m., New Town 

ADDISON  COUNTY

Age Well meals schedule

(See Meals, Page 6B)

THURSDAYfeb
2

Mongolian memoir
WRITER, FILMMAKER, NURSE and traveler Sas Carey will launch her new book, “Marrying 

Mongolia: A Memoir,” at the Champlain Valley Unitarian Universalist Society, 2 Duane Court 
in Middlebury, on Saturday, Jan. 28, at 4 p.m. 

Photo courtesy of Sas Carey 

Career Center open house in 
Middlebury. Thursday, Feb. 2, 4:30-

7 p.m., Hannaford Career Center, 51 
Charles Ave. & 372 Mainelli Rd. Everyone 

is invited to browse career center programs and 
see the showcase of student work. Free food and 
prizes.

Used book sale in Middlebury. 
Saturday, Feb. 4, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Ilsley 

Public Library, 75 Main St.

Pancake Breakfast in Middlebury. 
Sunday, Feb. 5, 8-10 a.m., VFW, 

530 Exchange St. Menu: pancakes, 
sausage gravy/biscuits, bacon, hash, 

sausage, hash browns, egg, toast, coffee and 
orange juice. Adults $12/children $6. Open to the 
public. Benefits veterans’ programs.

Green Mountain Club snowshoe and potluck in 
Bridport. Sunday, Feb. 5, 10 a.m., 595 Forrest 
Rd. Snowshoe about two hours and then join 
a potluck lunch at Deb’s house. Bring masks 
along. Grippers alternative if no snow. Meeting 
at Quonset hut. Contact Deb Lewis at dlewis@
bredeson.com for information or to register. More 
at gmcbreadloaf.org.

Book talk and slideshow in 
Middlebury. Tuesday, Feb. 7, 7 p.m., 

Ilsley Public Library, 75 Main St. Author 
Giovanna “Jo Brunini” Congdon will give 

a talk titled “Bagpipes, Books, and Belonging: 
the writing of Never a Cloud.” “Never a Cloud” 
charts the course of three women — Violet, 
Ava and Margot — who find their way to a new 
understanding of home and family at Otyrburn, 
an estate in rural Scotland. Come a few minutes 
early to hear bagpiper Ben Montross fill the library 
grounds with the distinctive sounds of Scotland.

LIVE! with Katie Runde in 
Middlebury. Friday, Feb. 10., 5:30-7 

p.m., Edgewater Gallery on the Green, 6 
Merchants Row. View Katie Runde’s portraits, 

hear her discuss the body of work and enjoy live 
music featuring Runde herself.

Green Mountain Club cross-country 
ski and explore in Ripton. Saturday, 

Feb. 11, Ripton Trails. Meet at 9:30 
a.m. in Ripton and take the bus (free) from 

Ripton Center 4.7 miles, then ski back. If no snow 
or bad snow, we will use snowshoes or grippers. 
and bring a mask for bus ride. Contact Deb Lewis 
at dlewis@bredeson.com for information or to 
register. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

Family Valentine workshop in Middlebury. 
Saturday, Feb. 11,10 a.m.-noon, Middlebury 
Studio School, 63 Maple St. Create a variety of 
cards with an array of art supplies while gaining 
inspiration from tutorials by studio instructors.  
Materials provided. Drop in any time between 10 
a.m. and noon. No registration required.

Bingo in Vergennes. Saturday, Feb. 11, 5 p.m., 
St. Peter’s Parish Hall, 85 South Maple St. 
Doors open at 5 p.m., Bingo starts at 6 p.m. A 
family friendly event. All cash prizes, 50/50 raffle. 
Refreshments sold. Sponsored by St. Peter’s 
Cemetery Committee to benefit the on-going 
efforts for cemetery improvements.

Breakfast buffet in Vergennes. 
Sunday, Feb. 12, 8-10 a.m. St. 

Peter’s Parish Hall, 85 Maple St. The 
Vergennes Council Knights of Columbus 

will serve omelets to order, scrambled eggs, 
French toast, bacon, sausage, fruit, plain and 
blueberry pancakes, maple syrup, sausage gravy 
on biscuits, corn bread, home fries, mini muffins, 
juice, milk and coffee. $10 adults/$6 children ages 
8 to 12/$32 immediate family maximum.

Legislative breakfast in Vergennes. 
Monday, Feb. 13, 7-8:45 a.m., St. 

Peter’s Parish Hall, 85 S. Maple Street. 
Begin your week with a meal and a chat with 
local legislators. All are welcome. Come and 
ask a question about legislation. Breakfast starts 
a 7 a.m. and program at 7:30 a.m. Purchase 
of breakfast not required to attend but helps. 
Sponsored by Bridport Grange, and four Addison 
County organizations: Farm Bureau, Economic 
Development Corp., Regional Planning 
Commission and Chamber of Commerce.

Green Mountain Club: Bread 
Loaf Section Annual Meeting in 

Middlebury. Wed. Feb. 15, Champlain 
Valley Unitarian Universalist Society, 2 Duane 
Ct. Help us celebrate another year of maintaining 
the Long Trail and leading outdoor activities. 
Brief business meeting at 6:45 p.m.;  at 7:30 
p.m. guest speaker Jason Hill from the Vermont 
Center for Ecostudies will present a 45-minute 
talk and slideshow on “Mountain Birdwatch,” 
a citizen science program in New England and 
Quebec. Free and open to the public. More at 
www.gmcbreadloaf.org.

Virtual Archaeology Conference. 
Thursday, Feb. 16, 1-4 p.m., Zoom. 

Lake Champlain Maritime Museum 
hosts this free conference in which the museum’s 
archaeology team and research partners share 
new developments and latest discoveries in their 
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work in Lake Champlain. Four presentations 
with brief time for comments and questions 
followed by a live Q&A. Register in advance 
at lcmm.org. More info at info@lcmm.org or by 
phone at 802-475-2022.

Sas Carey book launch in 
Middlebury. Friday, Feb. 17, 7 p.m., 

Champlain Valley Unitarian Universalist 
Society, 2 Duane Ct. Carey will launch her 
book “Marrying Mongolia: A Memoir.” Find 
out what led Carey to end up in Mongolia’s 
Taiga with Dukha reindeer herders. Signed 
and personalized copies of the book will be 
available.

Green Mountain Club hike or 
snowshoe in Shelburne. Saturday, 

Feb. 18, Shelburne Farms. Walk or 
snowshoe the Farm Trail from the Welcome 

Center. Moderately difficult 4-5 miles. Bring 
a snack or lunch, water, and dress to the 
weather in thermal layers (avoid cotton). Ankle 
gaiters and hiking poles are recommended. 
Be prepared for ice and snow. Contact Ruth 
Penfield at (802)-458-1116 or ruthpenfield@
gmail.com for details including start time. More 
at gmcbreadloaf.org.

1774 His Majesty’s Garrison of Ticonderoga 
reenactment in Ticonderoga, N.Y. Saturday, 
Feb. 18, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Fort Ticonderoga. See 
Fort Ticonderoga on the eve of the American 
Revolution as British soldiers and their families 
live in this peacetime fort on the frontier. Get a 
hands-on perspective on what was it like to be 
a British soldier, soldier’s wife, or child here. 
Discover how soldiers and their families made a 
comfortable life here at this historic military post.

Transitioning to the next phase presentation 
in Shoreham. Saturday, Feb. 18, 2-4 p.m., 
Fellowship Hall, Shoreham Congregational 
Church, School St. What comes to mind when 
you hear the words “death” and “dying?” Becki 
Lund of La Dimora, a certified end of life doula, 
grief facilitator and Reiki master teacher, will lead 
a discussion about what the term “a good death” 
looks like for us all. All are welcome. Free.

Mardi Gras pancake supper in 
New Haven. Tuesday, Feb. 21, 5:07 

p.m., New Haven Congregational 
Church, Town Hill Rd. Free. More info: Carol 
at 802-453-5059.

Take-out fish dinner in Vergennes. 
Friday, Feb. 24, 5-6:30 p.m., St. 

Peter’s Parish Hall, 85 S. Maple St. 
Menu: beer battered haddock, zesty wedges, 
coleslaw, mixed vegetables, roll with butter and 
chocolate chip brownie. $13 adult/$7children 
6-12. Reservations required. Call 802-877-2367.

Green Mountain Club snowshoe 
to explore in Brandon. Saturday, 

Feb. 25, Brandon Gap. Explore the 
Brandon back country area, climb Sunrise 
Bowl and Goshen Mountain. Wander through 
the open woods off the Long Trail and be 
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inspired by the snow. Snowshoes required, 
poles suggested. Contact Ellen Cronan for 
details and to register, ecronana@yahoo.com. 
More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

Clothing Repair Fair and Swap Shop in 
Vergennes. Saturday, Feb. 25, 11 a.m.-2 p.m., 
Bixby Memorial Free Library, 258 Main St. The 
Addison County Solid Waste Management 
District will host this FREE event, where residents 
can learn basic mending, have small repairs 
made on their clothing, shoes, accessories, or 
jewelry, and build a culture of repair in Addison 
County. Register to have your clothing/jewelry 
fixed at addisoncountyrecycles.org/repair-fair. 
All are welcome. More information at 802-388-
2333.

Legislative breakfast in Bristol. 
Monday, Feb. 27, 7-8:45 a.m., 

American Legion, Airport Drive. Begin 
your week with a meal and a chat with local 
legislators. All are welcome. Come and ask a 
question about legislation. Breakfast starts a 
7 a.m. and program at 7:30 a.m. Purchase of 
breakfast not required to attend but helps the 
host. Sponsored by Bridport Grange, and four 
Addison County organizations: Farm Bureau, 
Economic Development Corp., Regional 
Planning Commission and Chamber of 
Commerce.

MONDAYfeb
27

LIVEMUSIC
LC Jazz Winter Thaw in Vergennes. 

Saturday, Feb. 11, 7 p.m., Vergennes 
Opera House.

Mike + Ruthy in Lincoln. Saturday, Feb. 11, 7:30 
p.m., Burnham Hall.

Choral Chameleon in Middlebury. Friday, March 
3, 7:30 p.m., Mahaney Arts Center.

Dover String Quartet with Haochen Zhang, 
piano in Middlebury. Friday, March 10, 7:30 
p.m., Mahaney Arts Center.

The Doughboys in Middlebury. Friday, March 
17, 7:30 p.m., Town Hall Theater 

The Westerlies and Theo Bleckmann in 
Middlebury. Friday, April 7, 7:30 p.m., Mahaney 
Arts Center.

The Stragglers in Vergennes. Saturday, April 15, 
7:30 p.m., Vergennes Opera House.

Sophie Shao and friends in Middlebury. Friday, 
April 21, 7:30 p.m., Mahaney Arts Center.

Abdullah Ibrahim and Ekaya in Middlebury. 
Saturday, April 29, 7:30 p.m., Mahaney Ats 
Center.

Patti Casey with Colin McCaffrey in Vergennes. 
Saturday, May 20, 7:30 p.m., Vergennes Opera 

House.

Food and Soccer in Bristol. Fridays, 
5:30-8 p.m., Bristol Recreation Club 

Fields, 110 Airport Dr. Join Viva El 
Sabor, Bristol Youth Sports Soccer kiddos, and 
migrant farm workers for food and soccer. Food 
for sale by Bristol Youth Sports soccer and Viva 
El Sabor. Community pick-up soccer. All ages 
welcome.

ATHLETICS

CALENDARONLINE
BE SURE TO CHECK OUT OUR

addisonindependent.com

OtterEast.com

TUES.-SAT. 7 AM- 2 PM  
Closed on Sundays & Mondays

51 OSSIE ROAD  |  EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT  |  802-989-7220

Happy Groundhog Day!Happy Groundhog Day!

Can you gopher  
a treat?

Stop in for a sandwich, 
every day.   

(Just like Groundhog Day.)

FOR ALL YOUR 
POUR CHOICES

260 Court Street,Suite 3
Middlebury, VT

(former location of Olympia Sports)

www.Hare.dog    |    (802) 458-8060
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MIDDLEBURY — The 
Bread Loaf Section of the Green 
Mountain Club will hold its 48th 
Annual Meeting on Wednesday, 
Feb. 15, from 6:30-8:30 p.m. at 
the Champlain Valley Unitarian 
Universalist Society (2 Duane Ct) 
in Middlebury.

The evening’s guest speaker 
will be Jason M. Hill, conservation 
biologist from Vermont Center 
for Ecostudies. Hill will present a 
45-minute talk and slideshow about 
Mountain Birdwatch, a citizen 
science program on maintane birds 
in New England and Quebec.

Doors open at 6:30 with a brief 
social time, followed by the Annual 
Meeting at 6:45. After brief section 
reports, Keegan Tierney, the 
club’s Director of Field Programs 
will present a report from GMC 
headquarters in Waterbury Center.

Beginning at about 7:30, Hill 
will make his presentation. He 
will also discuss the high elevation 
regions and new work VCE is 
doing on invertebrates and beyond

As a kid from Iowa, Hill 
grew up enamored with how the 
natural world managed to exist 
in a heavily modified agricultural 
landscape. A lifelong naturalist, 
Hill followed graduation from 
the University of Montana (B.S., 
Wildlife Biology) with a series 
of wildlife-based adventures that 
found him monitoring sea otters 
in California, tracking endangered 
Red-Cockaded Woodpeckers in 
Florida, researching House Wrens 
at La Selva Biological Station in 
Costa Rica, and many others. 

JASON HILL ATTACHES a GPS tag to an Eastern Meadowlark in the summer of 2022. Hill will be the 
featured speaker at the Green Mountain Club Bread Loaf section annual meeting on Wednesday, Feb. 15.

Photo by Emily Anderson, VT Center for Ecostudies 

Hill to speak at Green Mountain Club Meeting

On Maui, his crew was tasked 
with capturing the three remaining 
po’ouli — a Hawaiian honeycreeper 
that has now been declared extinct. 
His biocentric wonder (and his 
partner) led him to New England, 
where he joined the Vermont Center 
for Ecostudies as a quantitative 
ecologist and conservation biologist 
in January 2015.

At the Vermont Center for 

Ecostudies, Hill wears many hats. 
He primarily investigates avian 
and invertebrate ecology within 
the montane spruce-fir community, 
coordinates and directs the 
community science project 
Mountain Birdwatch, studies the 
effects of powerline management 
practices on bumble bees and 
milkweed specialists, coordinates 
the Suds & Science discussion 

series and cranks out R and BUGS 
code on demand for his colleagues.

Come hear Hill’s talk and observe 
nature with him by following 
along with his adventures on 
iNaturalist.org at www.inaturalist.
org/people/118888

This event is free and open 
to the public. More about GMC 
Bread Loaf Section at www.
gmcbreadloaf.org

Hall, 92 Monkton Ridge. 
Middlebury: 11 a.m., Middlebury 

Rec Center, 154 Creek Rd.
Shoreham: 11 a.m., Halfway 

House, spaghetti and meatball 
dinner. Order 24 hours in advance 
at 802-897-5160. 

Thursday, Feb. 16
Vergennes: 10:45 a.m., St. 

Peter’s Church Garage, 85 S. 
Maple St.

Friday, Feb. 17 
Starksboro: 3:30 p.m. Starksboro 

Baptist Church, Route 116.
The week of Feb. 20 menu 

includes oven-fried chicken breast, 
diced potatoes, peas and onions, 
roll, date/craisin bar and milk.

Monday, Feb. 20
Bristol: 11 a.m., American 

Legion, Airport Dr. CLOSED for 
President’s Day. No Meal.

Tuesday, Feb. 21
Bridport: 10:30 a.m., Bridport 

Congregational Church, 54 Middle 
Rd. 

Wednesday Feb. 22
Monkton: 11:30 a.m., New Town 

Hall, 92 Monkton Ridge. 

Middlebury: 11 a.m., Middlebury 
Rec Center, 154 Creek Rd.

Thursday, Feb. 23
Vergennes: 10:45 a.m., St. 

Peter’s Church Garage, 85 S. 
Maple St.

Friday, Feb. 24 
Starksboro: 3:30 p.m. Starksboro 

Baptist Church, Route 116.
The week of Feb. 27 menu 

includes Beef Burgundy over diced 
potatoes, broccoli, craisin muffin, 
strawberry shortcake and milk. 

Monday, Feb. 20
Bristol: 11 a.m., American 

Legion, Airport Dr. CLOSED for 
President’s Day. No Meal.

Tuesday, Feb. 21
Bridport: 10:30 a.m., Bridport 

Congregational Church, 54 Middle 
Rd. 

Wednesday Feb. 22
Monkton: 11:30 a.m., New Town 

Hall, 92 Monkton Ridge. 
Middlebury: 11 a.m., Middlebury 

Rec Center, 154 Creek Rd.
Shoreham: 11 a.m., Halfway 

House, meatloaf dinner. Order 
24 hours in advance at 802-897-
5160. 

Thursday, Feb. 23
Vergennes: 10:45 a.m., St. 

Peter’s Church Garage, 85 S. 
Maple St.

Friday, Feb. 24 
Starksboro: 3:30 p.m. Starksboro 

Baptist Church, Route 116.
For all grab-and-go meals, please 

stay in your car for drive-up, check-
in, contact-free pick up. Donations 
accepted and advanced reservations 
are required. Call Michelle at least 
three days in advance to reserve at 
802-377-1419. Free ride or pick-up 
and delivery may be provided. Call 

Tri-Valley Transit at 802-388-2287 
to inquire. TVT requires 48-hour 
notice.

SIT-DOWN MEALS
All sit-down meals require 

registration. Call Michelle to 
reserve five days in advance at 802-
377-1419. $5 suggested donation 
does not include gratuity. Please 
bring your own place setting. 
Open to anyone age 60 and up and 
their spouse of any age. Masks 
encouraged unless seated and 
eating. Local bus provided. Call 
TVT at 802-388-2287 to arrange. 

TVT requires a 48-hour notice. 
Please stay home if you don’t 

feel well or if you have been 
exposed to COVID-19 or the flu.

Friday, Feb. 3, 11 a.m., Wear 
Red luncheon in Middlebury. VFW, 
530 Exchange St. Beef burgundy 
with onions and mushrooms over 
pasta, carrots, Texas toast, craisin 
cookie and milk.

Tuesday, Feb 7, 11 a.m., Ham 
and cheese stuffed chicken breast, 
mashed potatoes, beets, roll, pears 
and milk.

Tuesday, Feb 14, 11 a.m., Mild 

chili, rice pilaf, peas & onions, 
corn bread, peaches and milk.

Tuesday, Feb. 21, 11 a.m., 
Cheese ravioli, peas, diced carrots, 
wheat bread, fruit parfait and milk.

Monday, Feb 27, 11 a.m., 
Rosie’s, Route 7 South, 
Middlebury. Chicken & Biscuit 
dinner, beverage, and dessert. No 
Early Birds please. $5 suggested 
donation doesn’t include gratuity.

Tuesday, Feb. 28, 11 a.m.,  
Cheese tortellini with meat sauce, 
green and black bean blend, wheat 
roll, orange and milk. 

Meals
(Continued from Page 5B)

Honorary member
FORMER VERMONT GOVERNOR Jim Douglas (right) 

recently accepted an honorary membership in the Middlebury 
branch of the AAUW (American Association of University 
Women). Presenting the certificate of membership was Ann 
Straub, president of the branch that was founded in 1922. The 
Middlebury branch follows the lead of AAUW nationally, which 
has opened membership regardless of gender to “all who share 
a commitment to fighting the inequalities in society that limit the 
potential of women and girls.”

Photo courtesy of Kathy Skubikowski

Vergennes Union High SchoolMiddlebury Union High School
Reese Gernander of Vergennes is Vergennes Union High School’s 

Student of the Week. Reese has always loved school and describes herself 
as “super engaged.” She has been a consistent honor roll student, and 
is particularly drawn to math and science. This year her favorite class is 
AP Biology. “I love everything about anatomy and cells,” she says. Reese 
credits her AP bio teacher Sarah Thompson for making her want to pursue 
a degree in biology.

Reese has been her class president for two years, is a member of the 
National Honor Society, on the Vergennes Green Team and plays both 
varsity soccer and lacrosse. She has also participated in band and chorus, 
earning spots in the District and All-State music festivals in her first two 
years at VUHS. Along with Ms. Thompson, Reese says she has really 
appreciated the teachers at VUHS, particularly Sarah and Ed Cook and 
Becky Ebel. “I appreciate my teachers and admin more than they realize 
and hope they know how impactful they have been in my life,” she says. 

She is looking forward to her final lacrosse season come spring, hoping 
to repeat last year’s good run in the playoffs. She says lacrosse has always 
felt natural and stress relieving, and that her teammates are some of the 
most supportive and sweet people she has ever met.

Reese recently started working at Wake Robin in Shelburne, and when 
not working or in school she likes to ski with friends, play lacrosse, workout 
at the gym, run, read and paint, among other things. 

She found a difficult soccer season this fall the biggest learning experience and one of the hardest things she 
has done. As a team captain she had to learn how to separate herself from sports and how to be a leader. “I was 
faced with a lot of important decisions and roles to play,” she says. “I made a lot of mistakes this season, but I also 
learned how to be OK with making those mistakes and that sometimes the easy decisions aren’t always the best 
ones to make.” 

Reese has applied to a few colleges and universities, and has an offer to play lacrosse at Clarkson University, but 
is also considering moving west for school or taking a year off to travel before going to college. Eventually she plans 
to become something like an orthopedic surgeon/orthopedist. All of us at VUHS wish her well.

Camila Blanco
MUHS

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK FROM AREA HIGH SCHOOLSSTUDENTS OF THE WEEK FROM AREA HIGH SCHOOLS

Camila Blanco Reese Gernander

64 Jackman Drive  •  Bristol 
802.453.2381  •  JackmansInc.com

Way to go, 

Telecommunications Sales and Service
Data Cabling & Fiber Optic Solutions

802-388-8999
Middlebury

CONGRATULATIONS
STUDENTS!

27 Main Street, Vergennes

Keep your Eye
on your

future goals!
Mon 8-4 • Tues–Fri 8-5• Business Law  •  Wills, Trusts and Estates

• Government Contracting  •  Elder Law
• Property and Tenancy Issues

Congratulations
Students!

A� ordable & client-focused legal services

802-489-5099 or law@jlgi.com 
28 North Street - Bristol Village

 JOHNSON LAW GROUP JOHNSON LAW GROUP Congratulations

802-388-1338
99 Court St., Middlebury, VT14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDD., VT

802-388-3371

Stop by to 
grab your 
free gift!

Congratulations!
Keep up the great work,

877-3118
Vergennes, VT

Jackman Fuels, Inc.
Serving the Champlain

Valley since 1945

205 Main Street, Vergennes
877-2661 • jackmanfuels.com

Congratulations!!

Students of the Week from all area high schools 
will receive a gift from Otter Creek Bakery. 

Students of the Week are chosen by school teachers and administration.

Best of Luck to All Addison County Students!

If you are interested in advertising in Student of the Week contact advertising@addisonindependent.com

Middlebury Union High School’s Student of the Week is Camila 
Blanco. She resides in Salisbury with her parents, Carlos Blanco and 
Alicia Rodriguez. She will graduate in June after, as she describes it, 
“a very happy and satisfying four years at MUHS!” She has pursued a 
challenging curriculum and expects to earn International Baccalaureate 
certificates when she completes her program of study. 

Camila loves her classes and admits that she is hard-pressed to 
choose a favorite. She has especially enjoyed her time participating in 
the Camerata Singing group at MUHS. They recently sang “These Green 
Mountains,” the official Vermont state song, at Gov. Scott’s inauguration. 
Her interests in music started at a young age. She watched Sesame 
Street as a child and seeing a violinist on the show inspired her to want 
to learn how to play. With her parents’ encouragement, she participated 
in small ensembles with the Suzuki program and then at the Middlebury 
Community Music Center. She is now a violinist with the Vermont Youth 
Orchestra, having started with Philharmonia when she was in the 8th 
grade. Camila says, “Sunday is Music Day” as she travels to Colchester 
to play the violin with the VYO. 

She auditioned for the New England Music Festival last fall and was 
accepted both to play the violin and to perform in the choral group at 
the festival in Rhode Island in the spring. She’s been active in theatrical 
productions at MUHS and recently had the lead role, Marian the Librarian, in “The Music Man,” and was in the 
ensemble in “The Sound of Music.” Camila says music is “a wonderful way to express oneself, the multiple layers 
of music allows for so many forms of expression.”

Camila spent last summer working as a camp counselor at the Middlebury Community Music Center with children 
ages 4-10. She spent her days singing, making music and playing the ukulele. She volunteers as a receptionist 
at the Open Door Clinic and helped launch, with the support of Ms. Causton and Ms. Steele, the BIPOC group at 
MUHS.

Accepted as an early decision candidate to Tufts University in Medford, Mass., Camila is considering a major in 
Political Science. She credits Ms. Slater’s Global Politics class as the reason for her interest in the field. No matter 
what road she chooses to take, we’re certain that a bright future awaits Camila and we wish her well. 

Reese Gernander
VUHS

Camila and Reese

Camila and Reese

Camila and Reese
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&&service& DIRECTORY

auto body restoration
auto repair 
carpentry/contractors
cleaning services

computers
construction
duct cleaning
firewood

flooring
heating &
    air conditioning
masonryBusiness

Thursday

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

COMPUTERS

CONSTRUCTION

CLEANING SERVICES

AUTO BODY RESTORATION

CHECK US OUT
ONLINE AT

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

AUTO REPAIR

LOCAL CONTRACTOR
GENERAL CARPENTRY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Remodeling • Additions

Painting • Roofing
WINNER of “Best Local Contractor” 

FOUR CONSECUTIVE YEARS by 
READERS CHOICE AWARDS!

MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT

MARK TRUDEAUMARK TRUDEAU

802.388.0860802.388.0860

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

802-453-7345  |  138 Hunt Road, New Haven, VT

Metal Fabrication
Agricultural Repair
Commercial Repair

Auto Body Repair
Rust Repair
Collison Repair

Full/Custom
    restoration

We accept all major credit cards  |  We accept Insurance claims
Follow our projects on Facebook

Family owned & operated

Over two decades experience!

MASONRY
Fine Dry Stone Masonry

Jamie Masefield
Certified by the Dry Stone Wallers
Association of Great Britain

802-233-4670
jmasefield@gmavt.net

REACH THE COUNTY  
ADVERTISE  HERE

ADDY INDY - 388-4944

Gevry Firewood LLC
gevryfirewoodvt@gmail.com

or 802-349-0699

Are you looking for green or 
seasoned firewood?

Well we’ve got it all right here in Addison, VT!

We cut, split, and deliver hardwood 
firewood in 12-24 inch lengths.

And we now offer kiln dried firewood!
Contact us today for a quote!

FIREWOOD

Quaker Village
Carpentry

Siding, Windows, Garages, Decks & Porches
New Construction, Renovations and Repairs

Maurice plouffe
802-545-2251
1736 Quaker Village Road

Weybridge, VT 05753

DO YOU REPAIR OR CLEAN 
FURNACES? 

 YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

FLOORING

And Duct Work 
for Heating, Ventilation 
and Air Conditioning
We use 5,000+ cfm HEPA
Vacuum Cleaning Systems 

Commercial/Residential • Owner Operated • Fully Insured • Neat & Clean

Buy Local! 802.989.0396

Specializing inSpecializing in
Duct CleaningDuct Cleaning

We can design, fabricate, seal, insulate, clean,
anything to do with your ducted systems.

Certified
Collision Experts

All Makes and Models
Working with all

Insurance companies

(802) 388-9961
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

2196 Rt 7 South,  Middlebury
stonecdjr.com

Hometown Service from 
Your Hometown Dealers!

Factory-Trained Technicians
Servicing all makes

and models

G Stone Motors   
36 Boardman St., 

Middlebury
(802) 388-6718

gstonemotors.com 

Stone
Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
2149 Rt 7 So., Middlebury

(802) 388-9961
stonecdjr.com

F    J    C
802.310.1986

• Full service general 
contractor

• Turn key construction
• Kind knowledgeable staff

fjcbuilders.com

One cal l  does i t  a l l
Christopher Netelkos

cnetelkos@fjcbuilders.com   •   Sudbury, Vt.

For an appointment , call The PC Medic of 
Vermont at 802-734-6815
www.pcmedicvt.com

The PC Medic of 
Vermont now offers 

both on-site and remote 
computer services for 

your PC.

Call today to see which 
type of appointment 

you need, and get your 
PC running correctly 

again!
DO YOU WINTERIZE HOUSES? 

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!
CALL 802-388-4944

DUCT CLEANING

Melissa’s Quality
Cleaning Services
Residential & Commercial

GREAT RATES • FULLY INSURED
Reliable & Thorough 

802 345-6257

David Walker ConstructionDavid Walker Construction
298 Biddle Road
Lincoln, Vermont

05443

Semi-Retired
Small Jobs Only

cell: 802-989-0320

email:
dwconstruction@gmavt.net

THETHE
SNOWFLAKESSNOWFLAKES
ARE FALLINGARE FALLING

ADVERTISE ADVERTISE 
YOUR SNOW YOUR SNOW 

REMOVAL REMOVAL 
BUSINESS IN BUSINESS IN 

THE ADDY INDY.THE ADDY INDY.

CALLCALL
802-388-4944802-388-4944
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Soak Up The Sun!
Don’t spend your hard-earned money 
making the hot water or electricity that 
you use today–

SOLAR IS MORE AFFORDABLE THAN EVER!

Go Green with us –

We’ve been here for you for 43 years – 
Let us help you with your solar projects today. 

Call for a FREE on-site evaluation

SIDING

LAROSE SURVEYS, P.C.
Ronald L. LaRose, L.S. • Kevin R. LaRose, L.S.

Land Surveying/Septic Design
“We will take you through the

permitting process!”

25 West St. • PO Box 388
Bristol, VT 05443

Telephone: 802-453-3818
Fax: 802- 329-2138

larosesurveys@gmail.com

TAXES

&&service& DIRECTORYBusiness
Thursday painting 

plumbing
renewable energy
roofing

rubbish & recycling
septic & water
siding

storage
surveying
tree service

Reach
more 
potential
customers!

Place your ad in
the Addy Indy!

Marcel Brunet & Sons, Inc.
Windows & Siding

Vergennes, VT

802-316-6060 • rbrunet1@myfairpoint.net • 802-877-2640

Siding • Windows
Additions • Garages • Decks

WE HAVE THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT 
FOR THE RIGHT JOB – TO GIVE YOU

 REASONABLE RATES

Reasonable Rates • Year-round Service • Fully Insured
(802) 453-3351 • Cell (802) 363-5619

24 Hour Emergency Service 453-7014
 Brownswelding.com

Serving Vermont for over 42 years!

BROWN’S TREE & 
CRANE SERVICE

Dangerous Trees Cut & Removed
Stumps Removed  
Trusses Set
Trees Trimmed 
Land Clearing

FREE ESTIMATES FOR TREE SERVICES

TREE SERVICE

Celebrating 36 Years
Environmental Consultants – Licensed Designers

Steve Revell CPG, LD#178 BW

• Water Supply - Location, Development and Permitting
• On-Site Wastewater Design • Single & Multiple Lot Subdivision
• Property Development & Permitting
• State and Local Permitting
• Underground Storage Tank Removal & Assessment

Fax 802-453-5399 • Email: jrevell@lagvt.com
163 Revell Drive • Lincoln, VT 05443

Toll-Free: 800-477-4384
802-453-4384

www.lagvt.com

Jeremy Revell LD#611 BW • Tyler Maynard LD#597 B

PLUMBING

SEPTIC & WATER

Phone (802) 537-3555

roofingMichael Doran
• Standing seam

• Asphalt shingles 
• Slate

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

roofing

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

Phone (802) 537-3555

Michael Doran
as seen at Addison County Field Days!

• Standing seam
• Asphalt shingles 

• Slate

mpdoransr@gmail.com

Go Solar with
AllEarth Renewables
Customer-driven solutions 
designed, engineered and built 
in Vermont, with over 3,000 
installations in the state.

CALL 802.872.9600 x122
allearthrenewalables.com

RENEWABLE ENERGY

Short Surveying, inc.
Serving Addison County Since 1991

Timothy L. Short, L.S.
Property Line Surveys • Topographical Surveys

FEMA Elevation Certificates
135 S. Pleasant St., Middlebury, VT 

802-388-3511
ShortSurveyingVT@gmail.com

Are you a
tax preparer?
We’ll help you reach
 more clients this tax 

season.
Email advertising@

addisonindependent.com 
to get started.

A friendly, professional, 
and affordable family business.

Interior Painting

HESCOCK PAINTING

Kim or Jonathan Hescock
hescock@shoreham.net

462-3737 or 989-9107

Free Free 
Estimates Estimates 

References References 

Fully Fully 
InsuredInsured

PAINTING

We help your ideas grow from start to finish,
no project is too big. Give us a call and you will

see the potential in your morning to evening view.
Lawn care, snow plowing, excavation, tree removal, 

driveways, pressure washing, and more - all at
their best. We can build it up or take it down.
No idea is too big for us to maneuver around.

802-349-6163 
Winter, Spring, Summer and All your Fall needs

ROOFING

Advertise your business on these pages for under $10 per week.
Call 802-388-4944 or email advertising@addisonindependent.com for details.

Winter in Vermont
is snow joke. 

Does your business help keep 
the county warm?

Call 802-388-4944 or email
advertising@adDisonindependent.com 
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Public Meetings
AL-ANON OFFERS HELP 
and hope to anyone who 
has been affected by a 
loved one’s drinking. Mid-
dlebury hosts an online 
meeting Sunday night 
7:15pm and a face to face 
one Wednesday at 1:30pm 
at CVUUS (2 Duane Court 
Middlebury near the high 
school) that you can also 
access by Zoom. Visit ver-
montalanonalateen.org for 
links and list of other meet-
ings in the region. If you’d 
like to speak to an Al-Anon 
member, call our answering 
service (866-972-5266) and 
an Al-Anon member will call 
you back.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS in person meetings 
are available. For a list 
of local virtual meetings 
visit http://bit.ly/district9aa.  
For more information visit 
https://aavt.org/ or call the 
24 hour hotline at 802-388-
9284.

THE TURNING POINT 
CENTER of Addison Coun-
ty is open for in-person 
services, Monday through 
Friday, 10am-4pm, 54A 
Creek Road, Middlebury. 
We are available by phone 
24/7 at 802-388-4249.

V E R G E N N E S  F R E E 
THINKERS Founded in 
1935 on the principle of 
one alcoholic helping an-
other to achieve sobriety, 
A.A. is an effective and 
enduring program of re-
covery that has changed 
countless lives.  A.A. has 
always been committed to 
making its program of re-
covery available to anyone, 
anywhere, who reaches 
out for help with an alcohol 
problem.  The Vergennes 
Free Thinkers meeting was 
created in January of this 
year to maintain a tradition 
of free expression, conduct 
a meeting where alcoholics 
may feel free to express 
any beliefs, doubts or dis-
belief they may have, to 
share their own personal 
form of spiritual experience, 
their search for it, and/or 
their rejection of it, without 
having to accept anyone 
else’s beliefs or having to 
deny their own. Meetings 
are held with a high re-
gard for compassion and 
inclusion without judgment 
or exception.  If you think 
we can help, please join 
us on Thursdays at 6pm 
by contacting Vergennes-
freethinkers@gmail.com 
for Zoom and in-person 
meeting information.

DEADLINE: Monday at 5 p.m. 

CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM
Addison Independent

Cash in on our 4-for-3 rates! Pay for 3 issues, get 4th issue free! An ad placed for consective issues runs the 4th time for free! PLEASE PRINT YOUR AD...

The Independent assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in ads, but will 
rerun classified ad in which the error oc-
curred. No refunds will be possible. Ad-
vertiser will please notify us of any errors 
which may occur after first publication.

Number of words:
Cost:
# of runs:
Spotlight Charge:
Internet Listing: $2.00
TOTAL:

ADDISON INDEPENDENT
58 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-4944
addisonindependent.com •  email: classifieds@addisonindependent.com

RA
TE

S

• 25¢ per word • minimum $2.50 per ad 

• $2 internet listing for up to 4 issues • minimum 2 insertions

• Special 4 for 3 rates not valid for the following categories: Services,
Opportunities, Real Estate, Wood heat, Attn. Farmers, For Rent & Help Wanted

Notices

Card of Thanks

Personals

Services

Free**

Lost ’N Found**

Garage Sales 

Lawn & Garden

Opportunities

Adoption

Work Wanted

Help Wanted

For Sale

Public Meetings**

For Rent

Want to Rent

Wood Heat

Real Estate

Animals

Att. Farmers

Motorcycles

Cars

Trucks

SUVs

Snowmobiles

Boats

Wanted

Real Estate Wanted

Vacation Rentals

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Spotlight with large 3$2** no charge for these ads

Or, submit your classified ad on our website: addisonindependent.com

Volunteer ad

3x3 or a 6x3 

Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities

ADDISON CENTRAL 
SCHOOL DISTRICT

SCHOOL NUTRITION 
MANAGER, 2022-2023

 Addison Central School District is seeking a full-time 
School Nutrition Manager. 

The successful candidate should have experience in preparing 
nutritional meals, breakfast and lunch, and managing a meals 

program for 30-55 students preferred. The candidate must also 
be organized, have strong communication, collaborative and 

computer skills, as well as an interest in participating in school-
wide health and nutrition initiatives.  If you have questions, 

please contact Steve Marinelli at smarinelli@acsdvt.org.
These positions are school year positions with the potential to work in 
our summer program. Addison Central School District offers competitive 
wages. Employee benefits include:
●	 Health, Dental, Life AD&D, Long Term Disability coverage
● Contribution to up to a family health insurance plan contribution to 

a Health Savings Account or a Health Reimbursement Arrangement 
● Access to a flexible spending account
● Single dental insurance plan funded by the school district with the 

option to purchase dependent coverage
● Long-term disability plan with a 90-day elimination period, benefit 

pays 66 2/3% of salary, funded by the school district
● Life insurance valued at $30,000, funded by the school district
●	 Retirement annuity match of up to 5% of salary
● Employee Assistance Program

Apply by submitting a letter of interest, resume, and 
three current reference letters via School Spring or 

send to: 
Peter Burrows, Superintendent
Addison Central School District

49 Charles Avenue
Middlebury, VT 05753

 Applications will be accepted until the position is filled.
E.O.E.

MIDDLEBURY UNION 
HIGH SCHOOL

MUHS
COACHING POSITIONS

Middlebury Union High School is the following:

• Varsity JV Girls’ Lacrosse Coach
• Varsity Softball Coach

• Assistant Track Coach (2)
Applicants must possess a strong knowledge of coaching 
principles with previous coaching experience preferred. 
Must possess strong organizational skills and the ability 
to communicate and relate to student athletes.

Interested parties should send
a letter of interest, resume, and

three current letters of reference to:
Sean Farrell/Athletic Director

Middlebury Union Middle School
73 Charles Avenue

Middlebury, VT  05753

Applications will be accepted
until the positions have been filled.   E.O.E.

ADDISON CENTRAL
SCHOOL DISTRICT

SCHOOL NUTRITION 
ASSISTANT 

Addison Central School District is seeking
full-time and part-time School Nutrition 
Assistants for the breakfast and lunch 

programs. Schedule would be
6 hours/day for part-time and

7 hours/day for full-time, Monday-Friday.
 Responsibilities include food preparation, serving 

students, and lunchroom/kitchen clean-up.

If you have questions, please contact
Steve Marinelli at smarinelli@acsdvt.org.
These positions are school year positions with the 

potential to work in our summer program.

Addison Central School District offers competitive 
wages. Employee benefits include:

Health, Dental, Life AD&D, Long Term Disability 
coverage

• Contribution to up to a family health insurance 
plan contribution to a Health Savings Account or 
a Health Reimbursement Arrangement 

• Access to a flexible spending account
• Single dental insurance plan funded by the 

school district with the option to purchase 
dependent coverage

• Long-term disability plan with a 90-day 
elimination period, benefit pays 66 2/3% of 
salary, funded by the school district

• Life insurance valued at $30,000, funded by the 
school district

• Retirement annuity match of up to 5% of salary
• Employee Assistance Program
Apply by submitting a letter of interest, 

resume, and three current reference letters 
via School Spring or send to:

Peter Burrows, Superintendent
Addison Central School District

49 Charles Avenue
Middlebury, VT 05753

 Applications will be accepted
until the position is filled.     E.O.E.

SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS 
with paid CDL B training! 
• Competitive Wages 
• No School Bus Experience Necessary 
• Part-Time Schedule 
• Paid CDL Training Program 
• Fulfilling Career 

        QUALIFICATIONS 
• At least 21 years old and have a valid 

driver’s license
• Must have or be able to obtain a Class B 

CDL with P&S endorsement 
• Be able to pass a level 2 background 

check, drug screen and DOT physical 

802-388-7800 
202 Mainelli Road, 

Middlebury, VT 05753 
STACAREERS.COM 

BET-CHA TRANSIT
IS HIRING

New Year, New Job? Come join us at HOPE,
where your work will make a difference!

Homeless Services Coordinator, Full-Time  – work with persons experiencing 
homelessness, assisting them to access services including mainstream benefits, health 

care, and more; increasing income and resources; and  overcome barriers to stable 
housing. Must have experience with persons who have substance use disorders and 

mental illness, as well as a familiarity with services.

Data Entry Specialist, Part-Time – enter datapoints into a Cloud-Based Homeless 
Information Management System. Must be detail oriented and accurate.

Resale Associate, Full-or Part-Time – assist with accepting donated goods 
for resale; pickups and deliveries; minor repairs; and cleaning. Must have excellent 

customer service and communication skills; ability to work as a team;
and be able to stand, lift and carry items.

Compensation includes very competitive wages, medical, dental and life insurance, 
generous paid time off, matched retirement savings. We offer a supportive team 

environment, where you can feel good about coming to work each day.
Equal Opportunity Employer. 

Resume and cover letter to receptionist@hope-vt.org,
or Personnel, 282 Boardman Street, Ste 1A,  Middlebury.

ALL ADDISON COUNTY LOCATIONS 
CURRENTLY HIRING!

For openings and to apply, visit 
Maplefields.com

Looking for work in your hometown? 
We offer medical, dental, paid vacation, 

personal time, sick time and 401K for
full time positions.

Volunteer Artists Needed
RSVP of Addison County is seeking volunteer artists to teach 

classes for a creative aging arts program in our community. If 

you have an area of interest such as visual arts, dance, music, 

or writing that you would like to share, please contact RSVP of 

Addison County at 802-388-7044 or rsvpfgp@gmail.com.

Learn all the ways you can make a difference!

RSVP of Addison County | 79 Court Street, 
Suite 7  | Middlebury, VT 05753

Sign-on Bonus, Travel Allowance, Free Meal,
New Wage Bands and Shift Differentials

The Residence at Otter Creek, a premiere senior living com-
munity in Middlebury, VT is accepting applications for:

Full/Part-Time Med Techs/LPN ($3,000 sign-on bonus)

Full/Part-Time Caregiver ($3,000 sign-on bonus)

Full/Part Time Servers ($500 sign-on bonus)

Van Driver Per Diem

Resident Engagement Memory Care Per Diem 

Maintenance Director

Applicants must be able to work weekends.
Background checks required. 

Now offering Now offering 
Open Breakfast and Open Breakfast and 

Open Dinner Interviews!Open Dinner Interviews!

Please join us on Tuesdays for Open Interviews 
and a bite to eat! We would love to meet with 

you and tell you about the wonderful positions 
we have available! Let us show you around and 
experience our exciting community. Breakfast 

Interviews Tuesdays from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m., and 
Dinner Interviews Tuesdays from 4 to 5:30 p.m.

Please email your resume to
Kristen LaFlam at 
klaflam@residenceottercreek.com. 
or use our new QR Code.

The Residence at Otter Creek
350 Lodge Road, Middlebury, VT 05753 
www.residenceottercreek.com

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

Addison Independent

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Public Meetings Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted
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VERMONT SUPPORT 
LINE Are you struggling 
with a challenging situa-
tion? Do you have feel-
ings of sadness, loneliness, 
isolation, anger, or depres-
sion? You don’t have to 
face it alone. Talk with a 

caring person who under-
stands what you’re going 
through today by calling or 
texting the free and confi-
dential Pathways Vermont 
Support Line available 24/7 
at (833) VT - TALKS.

Services
C+I DRYWALL and plaster-
ing. Call Joe 802-234-5545.

CONSTRUCTION: ADDI-
TIONS, RENOVATIONS 
new construction, drywall, 
carpentry, painting, flooring, 
roofing, pressure washing, 
driveway sealing. All as-
pects of construction, also 
property maintenance. Ste-
ven Fifield 802-989-0009.

MELISSA’S QUALITY 
CLEANING Services. Resi-
dential and commercial. 
Fully insured. Great rates. 
Reliable and thorough 
cleaning. 802-345-6257.

ODD JOBS lawn work, 
cut brush, some tree work. 
Snow removal services for 
your roof. Call us we do 
other jobs too! 802-999-
2194 John.

3
WE BUY OLD STUFF Es-
tates, collections, antiques 
etc. Also hunting and fish-
ing items. Call Erik 802-
345-0653.

Free
DIGITAL ACCESS View 
obituaries, calendar listings 
and classifieds online at 
addisonindependent.com.  
Don’t miss out on events, 
garage sales, or opportu-
nities- check out our free 
digital listings.  Looking 
to read more? Become a 
subscriber!

Help Wanted
AMERICAN FLATBREAD 
MIDDLEBURY Hearth 
is hiring!  Offering good 
compensation, respect-
ful co-workers, and great 
food.  We are hiring for 
multiple full time and part 
time positions including bar 
leadership, daytime prep 
and evening shifts.  Ample 
opportunities for growth in 
a positive work environ-
ment.  Please stop in for 
an application or email Joe 
at joe@americanflatbread.
com. EOE.

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent

3 x col 12
Vermont Cider

CD

NOW  HIRING

Email: tatiana@ottercreekbakery.com for more information

Kitchen Staff
Dish/Deli

We will train.

MULTIPLE POSITIONS 
AVAILABLE

Starting wage based on experience
Pooled tips among staff

Earn between $16 - $18 per hour,
based on season and hours worked

Full-time and part-time options
Long-term and short-term opportunities

We are a small operation so cross training
across departments is essential.

3 x col 5.5
ACSD

substitutes
CD

2 x col  7
MALT

CD

2 x col  3.75
shard villa

CD

2 x col  4
maple view

oral
CD

GREAT HOUSEKEEPER
WANTED

AT EASTVIEW
Be respected and loved by an entire 

community of elders. Work with a 
supportive team in a beautiful location.

EastView at Middlebury, the vital 
nonprofit senior living community,
has an opening for a responsible, 
courteous individual to join our 

housekeeping team.
Full-time or part-time. Flexible hours.

To apply, or for a full job description, 
contact tdunakin@

eastviewmiddlebury.com
Check out all our jobs at http://www.

eastviewmiddlebury.com/join-our-team/
EOE - Equal Opportunity Employer

To apply, call 802-352-9088
or stop by at 307 Kelly Cross Rd., 

Salisbury, VT 05769

Full-Time Positions Available
including snowplowing, 

light shop work, equipment 
operation, & landscaping

Immediate positions
available working 
Monday – Friday

and some Saturdays.
Schedule is weather dependent.

Paid Holidays, partial uniforms,
 and competitive pay.

Part-Time Warehouse
WowToyz in Vergennes is seeking part-time help in 
our warehouse, assembling, labeling and offering 
general warehouse support. Ideal candidates are 

organized, dependable and able to work
20-30 hours/week, Mon-Fri. 

We offer flexible work schedule
 and competitive wages.

Retirees are welcome and encouraged to apply! 

  Warehouse / Shipping Positions
WowToyz in Vergennes is seeking motivated 
individuals to join our warehouse team. Duties 
include picking/packing orders, unloading trucks, 
shipping/receiving and some assembly.
 Ideal candidates are organized, dependable, enjoy 
physical work and are proactive self-starters. This 
is an opportunity to be part of a dynamic, growing 
company with room for advancement. Highly 
competitive salary plus excellent benefits.
 Benefits:
 - Health and dental insurance
 - 401k with company match
 - Paid holidays, vacation and sick time
 - Yearly bonus
 - Employee discount 

This is a full-time position, Monday – Friday

Proof of COVID-19 vaccinations and regular
testing required for all employees

To apply email cover letter and resume
to: resumes@wowtoyz.com

ADDISON CENTRAL
SCHOOL DISTRICT

CUSTODIAN

Addison Central School District is seeking 
full and part-time Custodians, Monday 

through Friday second shift.
  Experience is a plus, but not required. 

Apply through Schoolspring or by sending 
a letter of interest, resume, and three 

current letters of reference to:
Dr. Peter Burrows, Superintendent

Addison Central School District
49 Charles Avenue

Middlebury, VT  05753

Applications will be accepted until
the position has been filled.    E.O.E.

Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

Public Meetings

Help Wanted

MAPLE VIEW
 Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

Maple View Oral Surgery located in 
Middlebury, VT is seeking a friendly 

and energetic individual for our 
front desk position.

Full-time position, employee benefits, 
vacation and holiday pay, HSA and 

401K contribution. Starting at $20.00 
an hour, salary commensurate

with experience.
Please e-mail your resume to

Kara@mapleviewoms.com 
or call the office and speak with Kara.

Patient Care Coordinator

58 Court Street, Middlebury, Vermont

802-388-6344
www.mapleviewoms.com

JOB HUNTING?
HIRING? 
FIND THESE JOBS

& MORE AT
addisonindependent.com

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

You can help!

To apply:

acsdvt.org/Page/4418

or scan the QRCode:

Questions: 802-382-1281

Our schools need substitute teachers.

Substitute Teachers

Love supporting kids!

Have and want a flexible schedule.

Are energetic, curious, inclusive, and

kind.

Are considering a career as a

teacher or paraprofessional.

Want to get involved and support

our community!

Payscale:

Licensed Substitute Teachers and ACSD retirees:

$160 per day for 5 days

$150/day for 4 days

$140/day for 3 days

$130/day for 2 days

$120/day for 1 day

Unlicensed Substitute Teachers:

$150 per day for 5 days

$140/day for 4 days

$130/day for 3 days

$120/day for 2 days

$110/day for 1 day

School Nurse substitutes begin at $140/day

Are essential to our schools!

Help our schools operate at their full

potential during staff vacancies and

illness.

Ensure consistency and support for

all students.

Your rate of pay increases if you commit to consecutive days in

a week. Substitutes are paid on half/full day basis.

This could be a great fit if you:

Shard Villa
Level 3 Residential Care Home

NOW HIRING

For more information
Call 802.352.4369

AVAILABLE POSITIONS:
7a - 3p shift and 11p - 7a shifts

~ Competitive Pay ~
Shift Differentials (for nights & weekends)

CAREGIVERS
Full-Time ~ Part-Time

Vermont Cider Company has
immediate openings for the following positions:
Distribution & Logistics Representative

This individual will work with our customers
as part of a team in a fast-paced setting.

Responsibilities include providing support to our customers via telephone 
and email, inventory tracking, insuring the smooth flow of orders, shipments, 
and processing invoices, along with other misc. tasks. The candidate will also 
work closely with other departments as needed.
Qualifications include a minimum of three years of office-setting Customer 
Service, supporting a fast-paced manufacturing/sales environment, proven 
skills are essential in the Microsoft Office Suite, most importantly Microsoft 
Excel, problem solving, and handling challenging situations. Candidate will 
need to be a team player with exceptional multitasking and problem-solving 
skills as well as working independently.

Staff Accountant
The Staff Accountant will be responsible for the processing of a variety 
of accounts payable and accounts receivable transactions along with other 
general accounting duties, including the monthly financial closing process.
Qualifications include an Associate’s degree in accounting or equivalent 
experience, experience with Microsoft Dynamics Great Plains, proficiency 
in Microsoft Office Software (Excel, Word, Outlook, PowerPoint), excellent 
interpersonal and communication (both written and verbal), ability to 
tactfully negotiate compromises through flexibility and effective problem 
solving.

IT Systems Administrator
The Systems Administrator is responsible for the maintenance, 
configuration, and support of all on premise and cloud-based systems and 
networking environment. This role is instrumental in helping ensure day-to-
day operations run smoothly.
Qualifications include an Associate or Bachelor’s degree in Computer 
Science, Information Technology, System Administration, or a closely related 
field, or equivalent experience required. 3-5 years of database, network 
administration, or system administration experience. Working knowledge 
of VMWare, or equivalent and SAN-based iSCSI storage, Strong knowledge 
of systems and networking software, hardware, and networking protocols. 
Experience with scripting and automation tools. A proven track record 
of developing and implementing IT strategy and plans. Experience with 
Industrial Control Systems in a manufacturing environment a plus.

Material Handler
The Material Handler will assist with day-to-day warehouse 
operations. Responsibilities include but not limited to the safe and efficient 
shipping, receiving and storage raw materials and finished goods. This role 
will collaborate with the production team to ensure daily production material 
needs are met.
Qualifications include a high school diploma or GED required. Computer 
skills including navigating spread sheets required, Forklift experience 
preferred (Certification available through the company), experience in 
a manufacturing environment is desired, strong communication skills 
to interact with vendors, and coworkers in a professional manner, good 
organizational and planning skills with the ability to work both independently 
as well as in a team environment. Ability to frequently lift and/or move up 
to 50 pounds.

 d 
Please apply online on our Careers page at

https://www.vtciderco.com/. Vermont Cider Company is an equal 
opportunity employer. We offer a comprehensive benefit package 

including medical, dental, vision, life & accidental insurance,
401k with employer match, paid time off, paid parental leave,

annual bonus plan and more!

We are currently looking to fill:

Auto Technician
County Tire Center, Inc. is a busy 10-bay shop. We offer competitive 
wages including health insurance, vacation/sick time, 401K, uniforms 
and boot allowance. 40 hours a week Monday-Friday, with overtime 

available during the months of fall and spring tire changes.

Email cover letter, resume
and three references to

lisa@countytirecenter.com
Stop by 33 Seymour St.

Middlebury, VT 
Or call 802-388-7620

•  Motivated full-time Automotive Technician with 
knowledge in brakes, exhaust, oil changes, tires, VT 
state inspection license as well as all other related 
mechanical job duties. Your own tools are required.

$1,500-$3,000 sign on bonus
based on experience/knowledge.

Find it!
Check the Classifieds every week in the Addison Independent.

FULL-TIME
TRAILS & VOLUNTEER 

COORDINATOR
Passionate about working outside 

alongside others? Have experience in 
recreation trail management

and want to work for a thriving
non-profit in Addison County?

A NEW full-time and benefited 
position at the Middlebury Area 
Land Trust (MALT) will lead our 
interns, AmeriCorps members,

and volunteers in the management 
of  the Trail Around Middlebury 
(TAM) and other MALT trails.

Must love being outdoors.
Must love people.

Must be an excellent coordinator 
of  many details.

Must have experience
maintaining trails.

Learn more and apply:
www.maltvt.org/staff-and-careers

Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted Public Meetings

Help Wanted Help Wanted
Help WantedHelp Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted
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Auctions

Tuesday 12:30pm to 4:30pm

APPOINTMENTS REQUIRED.

802-388-1966
addisoncountyclerk@gmail.com

Addison County Courthouse
The Addison County Clerk
located in Frank Mahady
Courthouse is available

to accept passport applications
and provide  passport photos.

REGULAR HOURS
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday

9am to 1pm

Full Passport Service

WARNING
ADDISON CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

ANNUAL MEETING
 FEBRUARY 28, 2023

Member Districts are Bridport, Cornwall, Middlebury,
Ripton, Salisbury, Shoreham, Weybridge

The legal voters of the Addison Central School District are hereby warned to 
meet at the Middlebury Union High School in Middlebury, Vermont on Tuesday, 
February 28, 2023 at 7:00 PM, to transact the following business:

ARTICLE 1: To elect the following officers:
  a) A Moderator      b) A Treasurer      c) A Clerk  

ARTICLE 2: To hear and act upon the reports of the school district officers.
      
ARTICLE 3: To see if the voters of the Addison Central School District will 

vote to authorize its Board of Directors, under 16 VSA 562 (9), 
to borrow money by issuance of bonds or notes not in excess of 
anticipated revenue for the school year.

ARTICLE 4: To do any other business proper to come before said meeting.
PUBLIC INFORMATION HEARING

FEBRUARY 28, 2023
The legal voters of the Addison Central School District are hereby warned to 

meet at the Middlebury Union High School in Middlebury, Vermont on Tuesday, 
February 28, 2023 at 7:00 PM, for a Public Information meeting to discuss 
Australian Ballot articles warned for vote on Tuesday, March 7, 2023.

Hearing will take place immediately following adjournment of the Annual 
Meeting of said Addison Central School District.
 Linda J. Barrett, Clerk      

 Victoria Jette, Chair
 Addison Central School District

The Addison Central School District Annual Report will be
 available in the following manner: http://www.acsdvt.org/domain/30 

(Departments/Finance) or call 802-382-1274 to request a copy.

WARNING
ADDISON CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

SPECIAL MEETING
MARCH 7, 2023

Member Districts are Bridport, Cornwall, Middlebury, Ripton, Salisbury, 
Shoreham and Weybridge

The legal voters of the Addison Central School District are hereby warned to 
meet at the following polling places on March 7, 2023 to vote by Australian Ballot 
on the following article(s) of business:

District Location Polling Hours
Bridport Bridport Community/Masonic Hall 7:00 AM-7:00 PM  
Cornwall Cornwall Town Hall 7:00 AM-7:00 PM
Middlebury Middlebury Recreation Center/Gym 7:00 AM-7:00 PM
 154 Creek Road
Ripton Ripton Community House 8:00 AM-7:00 PM
Salisbury	 Salisbury	Town	Office	 8:00	AM-7:00	PM
Shoreham	 Shoreham	Town	Office	 7:00	AM-7:00	PM
Weybridge	 Weybridge	Town	Clerk’s	Office	 7:00	AM-7:00	PM

ARTICLE 1: Shall the voters of the Addison Central School District vote to 
authorize the ACSD school board to expend $42,269,305, which is the 
amount the ACSD school board has determined to be necessary for the 
ensuing fiscal year?  

ARTICLE 2: Shall the voters of the Addison Central School District vote to 
authorize the ACSD school board to appropriate $1,520,974 of the FY 
2022 Unassigned Fund Balance to the ACSD Capital Reserve Fund?

ARTICLE 3: Shall the voters of the Addison Central School District vote to 
approve increasing the board stipend for each board member from 
$500 to $1200 per year?

ARTICLE 4: To elect four (5) school directors from the nominees to serve on the 
Addison Central School District Board for the following terms: 

 Two (2) who are residents of Middlebury for a three-year term.
 One (1) who is a resident of Bridport for a three-year term.
 One (1) who is a resident of Cornwall for a one-year term.                               
 (unexpired term)
 One (1) who is a resident of Salisbury for a three-year term.

Ballots shall be commingled and counted at Middlebury Union High School 
by representatives of  the Boards of Civil Authority of the member town school 
districts under the supervision of the District Clerk of Addison Central School 
District.
 Linda J. Barrett, Clerk                              
 Victoria Jette, Chair

TOWN OF GOSHEN - INVITATION TO BID
CONTRACTED SERVICES FOR CURBSIDE

OR DROP-OFF COLLECTION OF GARBAGE, 
RECYCLING & FOOD COMPOST

The Town of Goshen is seeking sealed bids for weekly curbside and weekly 
drop-off collection of garbage, recycling, and food compost. Interested parties 
should visit www.goshenvt.org to download a bid packet. Questions may be 
addressed to the board, selectboard@goshenvt.org. Bid proposals are due 
February 22, 2023. The bid award is contingent upon voter approval for either 
drop off or curbside collection, which will take place at Town Meeting on March 
6, 2023. Bidders may submit one or both bids.

Mail sealed bids to:
ATTN: SELECTBOARD 

Town of Goshen
50 Carlisle Hill Road, Goshen, VT 05733.

Clearly mark SEALED BID-GARBAGE on the exterior of the envelope.

STATE OF VERMONT
SUPERIOR COURT

ADDISON UNIT 
PROBATE DIVISION

DOCKET NO.: 22-PR-07341
IN RE ESTATE OF: 

JEFFERY J. TORREY
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

To the Creditors of Jeffery J. Torrey, 
late of Shoreham, Vermont. I have 
been appointed to administer this 
estate. All creditors having claims 
against the decedent, or the 
estate must present their claims in 
writing within (4) months of the first 
publication of this notice. The claim 
must be presented to me at the 
address listed below with a copy sent 
to the court. The claim may be barred 
forever if it is not presented within the 
four (4) month period.
Dated: January 29, 2023

Administrator: Patrick A. Torrey
Mailing Address: 

3362 Lapham Bay Road,
Shoreham, VT 05770

Phone Number: 802-758-2254
Publication: Addison Independent
Publication Date: 02/02/23
Address of Probate Court:
Addison Unit, Probate Court
7 Mahady Court
Middlebury, VT 05753

NOTICE OF DECISION
Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food & Markets

116 State Street, Montpelier, Vermont 05620
Attention: Farmers in the St. Albans, Otter Creek, and South Lake Basins

On February 3, 2020, the Secretary of the Agency of Agriculture issued a 
decision regarding requiring mandatory Best Management Practices (BMPs) 
for farms in the St. Albans, Otter Creek, and South Lake Basins. This decision 
reinforced the February 3, 2016 Revised Secretary’s Decision that BMPs are 
generally necessary in the basins to achieve compliance with Vermont’s water 
quality goals. The 2016 Revised Secretary’s Decision was part of a settlement 
of a lawsuit and petition filed by the Conservation Law Foundation. This notice 
is also being provided as part of that settlement and reminds farms of the 
extension of the 2016 Revised Secretary’s Decision to these watersheds.  

This notice encourages farms within these watersheds to continue to 
collaborate with AAFM as they perform the assessments and work with farms 
to develop plans to implement conservation practices to protect and enhance 
water quality along with the support of farm technical service providers, and 
other organizations in the Vermont Agricultural Water Quality Partnership.

Please visit the Vermont Agency of Agriculture Food and Market’s website 
for more information about the Secretary’s Decisions at https://agriculture.
vermont.gov/water-quality/additional-resources-and-reports/conservation-law-
foundation-petition or contact the Agency for assistance at AGR.WaterQuality@
vermont.gov or (802) 828-2431.
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VERMONT DISCOUNT 
STORE is looking for a 
Full-Time Assistant Co-
Manager. Manage and 
oversee daily operations; 
revenue, staffing, & perform 
open and close shift duties. 
Must be able to lift 30+ lbs. 
Ability to work in a profes-
sional and friendly man-
ner in a high paced work 
environment. Weekends 
are a must. To apply con-
tact Chris 802-877-3048 or 
champlaindiscountfoods@
yahoo.com.

For Sale

3
ATTENTION BREWERS 
and cider makers! 5gal 
heavy duty glass carboys 
for sale. $25ea or $250 for 
a dozen. Call or text Blair 
in Cornwall 510-205-9064

For Rent
3-BEDROOM; East Middle-
bury. No Pets, No Smoking. 
$1200 plus utilities. First & 
last security deposit. 802-
377-1522.

BRISTOL: Gentleman in 
his 70s who enjoys word 
puzzles & classic TV 
shows. Reduced rent of 
$300/mo. in exchange for 
providing companionship, 
occas. transportation, & 
cooking a few meals each 
week. 802-863-5625 or 
HomeShareVermont.org 
for application. Interview, 
refs, bg check req. EHO.

DRY, WINTER/SUMMER 
STORAGE SPACE in Ad-
dison. Available storage 
space in my barn for sum-
mer/winter storage. The 
barn is structurally sound 
and weather-tight with 
electricity. No heat or run-
ning water. The barn is also 
available for lease. The en-
trance door measurements 
are 8’ wide by 7’ high. For 
more info: 802-363-3403 
or rochon_m@yahoo.com.

MIDDLEBURY, 1 BED-
ROOM, downtown apart-
ment; includes trash and 
snow removal, parking. No 
pets, no smoking. 802-388-
7525.

MIDDLEBURY: Profes-
sional in her 60s who en-
joys caring for her horses 
& gardening. Seeking 
housemate to chip in w/ 
yardwork. $400/mo. Must 
be pet-friendly! Private 
BA. 802-863-5625 or Ho-
meShareVermont.org for 
application. Interview, refs, 
bg check req. EHO.

VERGENNES VALLEY 
VIEW APARTMENTS is 
currently taking wait list ap-
plications.  Occupants must 
be 62+ years of age.  No 
smoking/ No pets. Income 
limits apply - Rent based 
on income. Equal Housing 
Opportunity.  802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com.

Wood Heat
DRY OR GREEN firewood 
for sale. Delivery available. 
802-758-2007.

Att. Farmers
CORRAL PANELS, CAT-
TLE gates, round bale 
feeders and Dry Shod 
boots. Call Brian’s Farm 
Supply 802-355-2076.

HORSE BLANKET WASH 
and repair.  Accepting non-
leather (for now) horsewear 
of all kinds for cleaning and 
repairing at my Weybridge 
location.  Call or text Sue 
Miller at 802-377-5945 or 
email svdwmiller@icloud.
com with “horse” in the 
subject line for more in-
formation.

SMALL SQUARE BALES, 
$3.50. Call 802-377-5455.

WHITNEY’S CUSTOM 
FARM WORK Pond agi-
tating, liquid manure haul-
ing, drag line aerating. Call 
for price. 462-2755, John 
Whitney.

Wanted

 All real estate advertising 
in this newspaper is 
subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 
as amended which makes 
it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons 
receiving public assistance, 
or an intention to make any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will 
not  knowingly accept any 
advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.  To complain 
of discrimination, call HUD 
Toll-free at 1-800-424-8590. 
For the Washington, DC area 
please call HUD at  
426-3500.

Corn silage, haylage, 
round bales, 
large square 
bales, small 

square 
bales

Call Randy Quesnel
at 802-349-9566

FEED FOR SALE

It’s against the law to 
discriminate

when advertising housing

Let us help you sift through the complexities of 
the Fair Housing Law. Stay legal. Stay on the 
right side of the nation’s Fair Housing Law. 

Call the Addison Independent at (802) 
388-4944. 

Talk to our sales professionals.

It’s against the law to discriminate when 
advertising housing. Its easier to break the law 
than you might think. You can’t say “no children” 
or “adults only.”
There’s a lot you can’t say.
The Federal Government  
is watching for such discrimination.

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

OLD & Used
guns wanted

P: 802-775-2859
C: 802-236-7213

Rifles, 
Hand 
guns, 

Shot guns
Top prices paid.

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent

Help Wanted For Rent

Att. Farmers Att. Farmers

For Rent For Rent

TOWN OF SHOREHAM
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Development Review Board will hold a public hearing on Friday, 
February 17, at 7:00 p.m. at the Town Office to consider a request for a waiver 
of setbacks of application (#22-033) in accordance with provisions of the Town 
Zoning Regulations. The project involves construction of a concrete pad with 
two electrical cabinets for high-speed fiber optic internet service on Town-owned 
land on Firehouse Road. The applicant (Addison County Communications 
Union District, dba Maple Broadband) requests a waiver of front yard setback/
conditional use for the public facility. 

The application is available at the Town Office for review, by appointment 
only.  Participation in this proceeding is a prerequisite to the right to make any 
subsequent appeal.

Attendees are expected to comply with current State of Vermont guidance 
regarding the Executive Order No. 01-20, Declaration of State of Emergency 
in Response to COVID-19, Addendum 16.  The Town of Shoreham requires all 
persons visiting the Town Office to wear a facial covering.

For those who prefer to attend the meeting remotely either by videoconference 
or by phone, please contact the Town Office or email johnk.zbashoreham@
gmail.com prior to 4 p.m. on the date prior to the hearing (February 16, 2023) to 
obtain a web conference link or phone number to call-in.
 John Kiernan, Chair

Public Notices for the  
following can be found 
on Pages 11B and 12B.

Email your Public Notices to 
legals@addisonindependent.com

and Jenna makes sure
it gets in the paper

TOWN OF NEW HAVEN
INVITATION TO BID

The Town of New Haven and Vermont Integrated Architecture, P.C. invite bids 
for contracting services for rebuilding two (2) building entries on the historic New 
Haven town hall, located at 70 North Street in New Haven, Vermont. Please 
contact Pam Kingman, New Haven Town Clerk, for electronic bid documents at 
newhavenclerk@gmavt.net or 802-453-3516. Bids are due February 24th, with an 
anticipated construction start of June 17, 2023. The project must be completed 
by August 15, 2023. The town of New Haven anticipates entering into a contract 
with the most successful bidder to execute the proposed work.

MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 
police last Tuesday responded to a 
report of a body located in a vehicle 
on Case Street. 

Authorities received the report 
at a few minutes past 7 a.m. on 
Jan. 24. Police began investigating 
and identified the deceased as Joel 
Merrill, 45, of Proctor. 

Police said the investigation 
is continuing, pending autopsy 
results, but no criminal activity is 
suspected.

In other action last week, 
Middlebury police:

• Received a report of unspecified 
items stolen from a vehicle parked 
off Court Street on Jan. 23.

• Checked on a report of an 
explosion in the Exchange Street 
area at around 4 p.m. on Jan. 23 but 
found nothing amiss.

• Defused a dispute between two 
Sugar House Motel neighbors on 
Jan. 23.

• Interviewed a suspected 
stalking victim on Jan. 23.

• Received a report of an 
alleged retail theft at Hannaford 
Supermarket on Jan. 25.

• Responded to a report of a 
vehicle that had been vandalized 
in the Valley View Road area on 
Jan. 25. Police later identified 
William Alexander Jr., 35, of 
Shoreham as the person who had 
allegedly damaged the vehicle 
and subsequently cited him for 
unlawful mischief.

• Enforced Middlebury’s 
overnight winter parking ban in 
downtown on Jan. 25 and Jan. 26.

• Were informed of the theft of 
a package that had been delivered 
to a Park Street address on Jan. 26.

• Assisted the state’s Sex 
Offender Registry in locating a 
local person who had allegedly 
not been complying with registry 
requirements on Jan. 26.

• Served no-trespass orders on 
two men suspected to have stolen 
items from a Washington Street 
store on Jan. 26.

• Located a vehicle that had slid 

off Creek Road on Jan. 26. Police 
said the owner was ticketed for 
driving with a suspended license.

• Directed a local resident to 
appropriate services on Jan. 27 
after they complained of being 
victimized by a phone scam.

• Assisted an elderly Middlebury 
resident who on Jan. 27 reported 
being wooed and subsequently 
scammed and threatened on 
Facebook by a man masquerading 
as Engelbert Humperdinck, a 

Police find Proctor man
dead on Case Street

Police Log
Middlebury

(See Middlebury log, Page 12B)

Addison (1)
Addison Central School District (2)

Addison County Courthouse (1)
Addison County Regional 
Emergency Management 

Committee (1)
Addison Northwest School District 

(2)
Ferrisburgh (1)

Goshen (1)
Middlebury (1)
New Haven (1)

Ripton (1)
Shoreham (1)

Slate Valley Unified School District 
(1)

Vermont Agency of Agriculture (1)

TOWN OF RIPTON
REQUEST FOR BIDS

Project STP MM 19(18) Sand Shed: The Town of Ripton seeks bids for 
construction of a new 72’ x 140’ membrane sand & salt shed with related sitework 
including a new paved driveway and stormwater improvements. Bidders shall be 
on the VTrans Contract Administration pre-qualified list of “Building Construction 
Category”. Plans are available for $40 per set from the Town Office, 1311 VT Rte 
125, Ripton, or electronically; phone 802-388-2266; email ajdickinson@riptonvt.
org & pscott@riptonvt.org. Bids are due at NOON 2/17/2023.

MARKET REPORT
ADDISON COUNTY

COMMISSION SALES
RT. 125 • EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT

We value our faithful customers.
Sales at 3 pm - Mon. & Thurs.

call 1-802-388-2661

Sales for 1/26/23 & 1/30/23
  COST
BEEF LBS. /LB $
S. Sawyer Jr. 1320 1.06 $1399.20
Gosliga Farm 1305 1.03 $1344.15
Woodnotch Farm 1880 1.00 $1880.00
M. Dolloff 1405 .925 $1299.63
Nop Bros & Sons 1490 .90 $1341.00
H. Sunderland 1615 .85 $1372.75
Stonewood Farm 1630 .90 $1467.00
  COST
CALVES LBS. /LB $
J. Allen 98 3.10 $303.80
Gosliga Farm 104 3.00 $312.00
Quarry Rd Farm 99 3.00 $297.00
A. Brisson 93 3.00 $279.00
Barnes Bros 88 3.00 $264.00

Total Beef - 200   Total Calves - 299
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W A R N I N G
 ADDISON NORTHWEST SCHOOL DISTRICT

ANNUAL MEETING
FEBRUARY 27, 2023

The legal voters of the Addison Northwest School District, consisting of the 
towns of Addison, Ferrisburgh, Panton, Vergennes, and Waltham, are hereby 
notified and warned to meet at the Vergennes Union High School in Vergennes, 
VT on Monday, February 27, 2023 at 6:00 PM to learn about the 2023-24 budget 
and transact any of the following business.

Article 1:  To elect the following officers:
  a)  Moderator       b)  Clerk         c)  Treasurer

Article 2: To authorize stipends to be paid district officers including the 
 directors, clerk and treasurer.

Article 3: To authorize the Board of Directors, under 16 VSA 562 (9), to   
 borrow money by issuance of bonds or notes not in
 excess of anticipated revenue for the school year.

Article 4: To authorize the Board of Directors to electronically distribute
 the annual report.

Article 5: To elect a community representative to serve on the Patricia A.   
 Hannaford Career Center Distric Board of Directors for
 a term of three (3) years.

Article 6:  To hear and act upon the reports of the Addison Northwest   
 School District Officers.

  PUBLIC INFORMATION HEARING
FEBRUARY 27, 2023

The legal voters of the Addison Northwest School District are hereby notified 
and warned to meet at the Vergennes Union High School in Vergennes, VT on 
Monday, February 27, 2023 at 7:00 PM, for a Public Information meeting to 
discuss Australian Ballot articles warned for vote on Tuesday, March 7, 2023.

Hearing will take place immediately following adjournment of the Annual 
Meeting of said Addison Northwest School District.
 Dated this 27th day of January, 2023.  
  
 Martha Kenfield, District Clerk   
 John Stroup, Chair of Board of Directors    
 Addison Northwest School District        

 W A R N I N G
ADDISON NORTHWEST SCHOOL DISTRICT

MARCH 7, 2023
The legal voters of the Addison Northwest School District, consisting of the 

towns of Addison, Ferrisburgh, Panton, Vergennes and Waltham, are hereby 
notified and warned to meet at the following polling places on March 7, 2023 to 
vote by Australian ballot on the following articles of business:

Municipality       Polling Hours Location
Addison 7:00 A.M. - 7:00 P.M. Addison Town Clerk’s Office     
Ferrisburgh 7:00 A.M. - 7:00 P.M. Ferrisburgh Town Office         
Panton 7:00 A.M. - 7:00 P.M. Panton Town Hall
Vergennes 9:00 A.M. - 7:00 P.M. Vergennes Fire Station
Waltham 10:00 A.M. - 7:00 P.M. Waltham Town Hall

Article 7: Shall the voters of the Addison Northwest School District   
 approve the Board of School Directors to expend $25,312,767.83
  which is the amount the school board has determined to be
 necessary for the ensuing fiscal year? 
 
Article 8: Shall the voters of the Addison Northwest School District authorize
 the assignment of $600,000 pursuant to the provisions of 24
 V.S.A. §2804, from the fiscal year 2022 fund balance to the   
 ANWSD Capital Improvements Fund, established by the electorate
  on March 7, 2017?
 
 Dated this 27th day of January, 2023.  
 
 Martha Kenfield, District Clerk  
 John Stroup, Chair of Board of Directors    
 Addison Northwest School District                                    

 

WARNING
ANNUAL MEETING

SLATE VALLEY UNIFIED UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT
(Towns of Benson, Castleton, Fair Haven, Hubbardton, Orwell, West Haven)

FEBRUARY 27, 2023
The legal voters of the Slate Valley Unified Union School District (SVUUSD) 

consisting of the towns of Benson, Castleton, Fair Haven, Hubbardton, Orwell 
and West Haven are hereby warned and notified to meet at Fair Haven Union 
Middle High School Band Room on Monday, February 27, 2023 at 6:30 PM to 
conduct the following business:
VIRTUALLY CONNECT BY GOING TO https:l/meet.google.com/oiq-okkg-med

OR BY CALLING (US)+ 1 352-800-6514 PIN: 943 590 076#
Anyone who attends virtually will be seen as a “passive participant” meaning 

they can ask questions and comment but cannot vote from the floor.
Article 1: To elect the following officers to serve for a term of one (I) year:
 A. Moderator
 B. Clerk
 C. Treasurer
Article 2: To hear and act upon the reports of School District Officers.
Article 3: To approve annual salaries for the School Directors and other elected 
officers of the School District.
Article 4: Shall the voters of the School District authorize the Board of School 
Directors to borrow money by issuance of bonds or notes in excess of anticipated 
revenues for the next fiscal year.
Article 5: To have the Board of Directors of the School District present the 
proposed school budget for the ensurmg year.
Article 6: To transact any other business that may come before the meeting.

TUESDAY, MARCH 7, 2023
The meeting shall then be recessed to Tuesday, March 7. 2023 for the 

purpose of voting on the following articles at the usual polling places in the 
member districts by Australian ballot, said ballots being brought to Bomoseen 
Fellowship Bible Church following the closing of the polls in the member districts 
where they will be commingled and counted by the Board of Civil Authority of the 
constituent districts.
The Town polls will be opened as follows:

Town of Benson 10:00 AM - 7:00 PM Benson Community Hall
Town of Castleton 8:00 AM - 7:00 PM Castleton Fire Station
Town of Fair Haven 10:00 AM - 7:00 PM  American Legion Post 49
Town of Hubbardton 10:00 AM - 7:00 PM  Hubbardton Town Hall
Town of Orwell 10:00 AM - 7:00 PM  Orwell Town Hall
Town of West Haven 10:00 AM - 7:00 PM  West Haven Town Hall

Article 7: Shall the voters of the School District authorize a transfer from the general 
fund surplus balance in the amount of $250,000 to the capital improvements and 
repairs reserve fund?
Article 8: Shall the voters of the school district approve the school board to expend 
Twenty-Eight Million Fifty-Six Thousand Four Hundred Dollars $28,056,400.00 
which is the amount the school board has determined to be necessary for the 
ensuing fiscal year?
Article 9: To elect the following officers to serve from their election and qualification 
until March following the election and qualification of their successors:

A. School Director, Benson for a term of three (3) years
B. School Director, Castleton for a term of three (3) years
C. School Director, Fair Haven for a term of three (3) years
D. School Director, Hubbardton for a term of three (3) years
E. School Director, Orwell for a term of three (3) years
F. School Director, West Haven for a term of three (3) years
G. School Director, Hubbardton for a term of two (2) years of three (3) years
H. School Director, West Haven for a term of one (1) year of three (3) years
I. School Director, West Haven for a term of two (2) years of three (3) years

Informational Hearing:
Said persons and voters are further notified and warned that the meeting on 

Monday, February 27, 2023 at 6:30 P.M. at the Fair Haven Union Middle High 
School in Fair Haven, Vermont will also serve as an informational hearing to 
discuss Articles 7, 8 & 9 which will be voted on by Australian ballot on Tuesday, 
March 7, 2023.

Received and Recorded
January 25, 2023

Elisabeth MacKay, Clerk
Slate Valley Unified Union School

Dated at Fair Haven, Vermont
January 25, 2023

Timothy Smith Chairman
Slate Valley Unified Union School

     Public Notices  can be found in this
ADDISON INDEPENDENT  on Pages 11B and 12B.

MEETING OF THE ADDISON COUNTY 
REGIONAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

FEBRUARY 8, 2023 AT 12PM
A meeting of the Addison County Regional Emergency Management 

Committee (REMC) will be held on February 8 at 12pm (in person at the 
ACRPC office at 14 Seminary St. with Zoom option). Details can be found at: 
https://acrpc.org/acrpc-remc
Meetings are held quarterly, with future meetings scheduled for the:
    • Second Wednesday of February 
    • Second Wednesday of May 
    • Second Wednesday of August
    • Second Wednesday of November 

The REMC conducts All-Hazards preparedness planning and coordinates 
with Vermont Emergency Management (VEM), the State Emergency Response 
Commission (SERC), and the new statewide Local Emergency Planning 
Committee (LEPC).

The REMC is made up of Local Emergency Management Directors and 
Emergency Services Representatives from each municipality in the region. 
Representatives from fire departments, emergency medical services, law 
enforcement, media, transportation, hospitals, the department of health district 
office, organizations serving vulnerable populations, and any other interested 
public or private individual or organization, are welcome to attend and participate!

For more information, contact ACRPC Emergency Management Planner 
Andrew L’Roe at alroe@acrpc.org or 802-388-3141 x3.

TOWN OF FERRISBURGH
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

PLANNING COMMISSION
February 15th, 2023

AGENDA
A public hearing before the Planning Commission of the Town of Ferrisburgh 

will be held at the Town Clerk’s Office on Wednesday, February 15th, 2023, 
beginning at 7pm to consider the following applications and other business:

1. Application 23-001 Boundary Adjustment; 545 Old Hollow Road; ap-
plicant(s): Kurt Plank & Karen Peterson; North Ferrisburgh Village 
(NFVIL-2) district; tax id no. 18/20/17

2. Application: 23-006 Sketch Plan review for a three (3) lot Planned 
Unit Development (PUD); 189 Four Winds Road; applicant(s): 
Brenna Mead & Sarah Richardson; Rural Agricultural (RA-5) district; 
tax id no. 05/02/11.3

The above files are available for inspection at the Town Clerk’s Office. Persons 
wishing to appear and be heard may do so in person or be represented by an 
agent or an attorney. Communications about the above hearings may also be 
filed in writing with the Board or the Zoning Administrator. 

PLEASE NOTE: Participation in the local proceeding is a prerequisite to the right 
to take any subsequent appeal.

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY SELECTBOARD
NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF AMENDMENT TO THE 
ORDINANCE FOR THE REGULATION OF NOISE

On Tuesday, January 24, 2023, the Middlebury Selectboard adopted an 
amendment to the Ordinance for the Regulation of Noise.

The purpose of the amended Ordinance is to protect the comfort, quiet, 
repose, health, peace, or safety of others within the immediate vicinity of the 
noise or disturbance. 

Copies of the amended Ordinance can be obtained at the Middlebury Town 
Offices, 77 Main Street, or at the Ilsley Library, 75 Main Street, during regular 
business hours, and on the Town’s website, www.townofmiddlebury.org.

The amendments to the ordinance will become effective on March 5, 2023, 
40 days after adoption, unless a referendum petition is filed within that period, 
in which case the ordinance will not become effective until after the question of 
repeal is voted.

British pop singer active beginning 
in the 1960s.

• Received a report on Jan. 28 
about the alleged theft of some 
merchandise from the Tinker & 
Smithy store off Main Street on 
Jan. 28. The case remains under 
investigation.

• Cited Gary R. Atwood of 
Brandon for driving with a 
criminally suspended license 
following a traffic stop on Storrs 
Avenue on Jan. 28.

• Were informed on Jan. 28 
that someone had broken a front 
window of a Weybridge Street 
apartment on Jan. 28.

• Responded to a report of a 
group of snowboarders trespassing 
at a Bakery Lane property on Jan. 
29. Police said the group agreed to 
leave the property.

• Assisted Middlebury Regional 
EMS on Jan. 29 with an out-
of-control elderly resident of 
the EastView at Middlebury 
community off South Street.

Middlebury log 
(Continued from Page 11B)MONKTON — From the 

Russell Memorial Library: 
Will you Be Mine? We’re hosting 

drop-in Valentine making for all 
ages for the next two weeks each 
Friday and Saturday. Share the 
love and stop in to create a couple 
of cards for your favorite Valentine 
friends! We will have plenty of 
supplies, ideas, and models to 
inspire your creative juices.

Valentine-making will take 
place on Feb 3, 4, 10 and 11 from 
10 a.m. to noon. Children should 
bring along an adult or teen 
partner.

We all could use a little more 
love right now, so join us. 

For questions or more 
information call 802-453-4471. 
Leave a message if no answer and 
someone will get back to you.

NEWS

Monkton Have a news tip?
Call Liz Pecor

at 453-2180

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF ADDISON 

 The Addison Planning Commission will hold a monthly meeting on Monday, 
February 20, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. at the Addison Town Clerk’s Office.  

To consider the following:
1. To approve the meeting minutes for January 16, 2023. 
2. To transact any business found necessary before the board.           
3. To allow time for public comment interaction at beginning of the meeting.           
4. We need to work on updating & referencing some sections for 
 implementing Subdivision & Zoning Regulations into the Town Plan. 
 Continue to work on definitions & reviewing The Vermont State Statutes 
 (Chapter 117). Do we need to add “Cannabis” to our regulations?
5. Continue working on items that are considered projects in progress at  

 the February meeting & continue to review the Zoning Regulations per 
 taining to Districts & sections.                                                                     

6. We will review the revised notes on items that the Z.A. helped with. 
 Zoning PUDS, density-zoning, tables & road frontages within the   

 districts. We have a rough draft to work from to review corrections/  
 revisions from the S.B.

7. Plan to work on definitions and study the VT State Statutes (new laws).  
 Review the “Subdivision” Regulations & “Town Plan” at the February   
 meeting.                                                                                                           

8. Adjournment stating time.    
We are planning to have a work meeting after the regular monthly meeting 

on Monday, February 20, 2023 at the Addison Town Clerk’s Office.  Let’s get 
on a roll again.  

 Amber Riley, Vice Chair
Starr Phillips, Secretary

     Addison Planning Commission

REACH THE COUNTY, PLACE YOUR AD HERE. CALL 388-4944

ANWSD BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETINGS
FEBRUARY 2023

The following schedule of the Board of School Directors’ meetings is 
announced for the month of February 2023:
Friday, February 3  7:30 AM Facilities Committee Meeting
  ANWSD Conference Room
Monday, February 13  5:00 PM Policy Committee Meeting
  VUHS Library
 6:00 PM ANWSD Board Meeting
  VUHS Library
Wednesday, February 15  6:00 PM Community Engagement   
  Committee Meeting
  VUHS Library
Monday, February 27  6:00 PM ANWSD Annual &
  Informational Meeting
  VUHS Library

Sharing is caring
ALLISON POULIOT OF Bristol’s Have a Heart Food Shelf smiles with a check for $10,010 that the 

nonprofit organization recently received from 100 Women Who Care Addison County, a local giving 
circle that launched earlier this month. At the group’s first meeting, the giving circle’s participants 
voted to give their pooled donations to the food shelf, as well as an additional $2,145 to the Addison 
County Community Trust in Vergennes and $2,145 to Elderly Services Inc. in Middlebury.

Photo courtesy of Porter Knight

“Death is not the opposite of life, 
but a part of it.”

— Haruki Murakami

SHOREHAM — The Shoreham 
Congregational Church will host 
an event about transitioning into the 
next phase of living on Saturday, 
Feb. 18, from 2-4 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall.

What comes to mind when you 
hear the words “death” and “dying?”

What would the elements of a 
positive dying experience look like 
to you or for your family?

Where would you like to be as 
you graduate into the next phase in 
the journey?  

Becki Lund of La Dimora, a 
certified end of life doula, grief 
facilitator and reiki master teacher, 
will lead a discussion about what the 
term “a good death” looks like for 
us all. 

Join the conversation about death 
in a more honorable, sacred way, 
reflective of what it truly is.

All are welcome at this free event.

Shoreham
church to
host talk
on dying
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Asa Baker-Rouse, a Middlebury Union High School junior and Addison Repertory Theater student, gets in character for his role as “Albert” in the play “A Shadow on the Wall,” to 
be staged at the Patricia Hannaford Career Center next week. A.R.T. students wrote the script and will be responsible for staging it. INDEPENDENT PHOTO/STEVE JAMES

ome eerie sounds will float through 
the halls of the Patricia Hannaford 
Career Center next week, well after 
the final class bell has toned. But fear 
not, the supernatural ambiance will be 
summoned by student members of 
the Addison Repertory Theater, known 
as A.R.T., who on Feb. 9-11 will perform 

their original play, a 
gothic-style ghost story 
called, “A Shadow on the 
Wall.”

“I’m very pleased,” A.R.T. Director Eric Reid-
St. John said recently as his charges were 
dutifully emoting their lines while pacing 
the stage. “The thought they’ve put into the 
structure of the plot is great. It’s a lot of fun to 
come to work each day.

“It’s going to be a really good show.”

“A Shadow on the Wall” runs approximately 
90 minutes in two acts with an intermission 
featuring desserts made by the career 
center’s culinary students.

A.R.T. students are typically offered a chance 
each year to create their own 10-minute plays 

as part of the Vermont Young Playwrights 
program. “A Shadow on the Wall” is different. 
It’s the first time Reid-St. John has asked 
his students to collaborate on a full-length, 
original play. The youngsters are fully 
responsible (with a little adult guidance) for 
writing, production, lighting, sound effects, 
costuming and other creative ingredients that 
will lead to the curtain rising at 7 p.m. on Feb. 
9 at the school’s black box theater.

There is a lot more involved with actually 
birthing and staging their own theatrical 
performance, rather than simply acquiring 
and rehearsing a well-established script. But 
Reid-St. John was impressed with the level of 
enthusiasm and savoir faire engrained in this 
year’s A.R.T. crop of aspiring young thespians 
and techies. He was confident they were up to 
the task.

SEE SHADOW ON PAGE 2
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GOTHIC STYLE 
GHOST STORY CASTS

SHADOW ON THE 

WALL
“THE THING THAT I LOVE ABOUT 
THEATER IS THE SYNTHESIS 
OF SO MANY ELEMENTS. IT’S 
NOT ONLY A PERFORMANCE; 
THERE’S A LOT MORE THAT 
GOES INTO IT.” 
 — Eric Reid-St. John
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SHADOW
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“This is the first opportunity I’ve had to work 
with a group that really wanted to tackle 
something like this,” he said.

So confident was he in his students’ abilities 
that he didn’t establish many ground rules for 
their creative process. He asked them to base 
their story in the Victorian era and imbue it with 
a Gothic ambiance. He suggested a possible 
conclusion to their storyline, and the crew 
worked backward from that.

“They took it from there and have come up with 
some very good ideas,” Reid-St. John said.

What emerged was a mystery/crime story 
with supernatural overtones. It unfolds in an 
apartment in England during the 1880s — 
which happens to coincide with the notorious 
“Jack the Ripper” epoch in London. The main 
protagonists, William and Nora Bennet, begin 
to hear mysterious voices in their apartment. 
Lilly James Roberts is a Mount Abraham Union 
High School senior and A.R.T. actor who portrays 
William Bennet.

“He is this very loving but also over-protective 
young husband,” she said. “He’s still trying to 
figure out what manhood and being a good 
husband and partner looks like for him. He 
deeply loves his wife and everything he does 
in the story is driven by his love for her and his 
need to protect her.”

It’s a story that includes tension between the 
couple amid the backdrop of nearby murders 
and supernatural occurrences.

“It brings to the surface aspects of (the Bennets) 
that aren’t so pretty,” Roberts explained. “You 
have to see this couple grapple with each 
other and test the limits of their affection for 
one another. I think the audience is going to 
have a really brilliant time seeing how this story 
weaves and grows tension.”

Roberts and her five castmates had free 
rein to develop the characters, and it was an 
assignment they took very seriously. Everyone 
had to compromise for the success of the final 
product. And that’s OK with Roberts.

“Many of us have edited each other’s work or 
added to it,” Roberts said. “It’s still very much a 
living document; we just made some changes 
yesterday and will probably make more. It’s 
going to depend on what feels natural to our 
actors on stage.”

It’s no coincidence that the characters share 
some of the talents and idiosyncrasies of their 
creators.

“Because each of these characters is so 
personal, each of the characters is kind of 
shaped around the actors we have access 
to this year,” Roberts said. “You really have a 
wonderful experience growing the character. Of 
course, you have to kill your darling sometimes. 
And my character is probably the best example 
of someone you won’t always be happy with, 
but is necessary to the story.”

Asa Baker-Rouse, a Middlebury Union High 
School junior, plays “Albert,” — a surgeon by 
trade and a friend of the Bennets. This was the 
first full-length play script that Baker-Rouse 
has had a hand in penning. He, like Roberts, has 
written short plays. He welcomed the quality 
control of this creative process. Far from being 
protective of his contributions, Baker-Rouse 
welcomed constructive criticism from his 
castmates.

“We all wrote scenes, then switched scripts 
to revise them,” he said. “Then we would 
eventually put them in a long script. We’re still 
revising them. There were a couple of scenes 
we re-wrote several times because they weren’t 
working with the tone of the play as a whole.”

The A.R.T. students quickly realized that writing 
a script involved a lot more than sitting in front 
of a computer and waiting for inspiration to 
guide their fingers. They had to do considerable 
research into the history of Victorian England, 
and navigate the nuances of the British accent 

and vernacular. Actors playing characters with 
special skills — such as Albert the surgeon — 
needed to learn something about those skills.

“That was pretty difficult,” Baker-Rouse said of 

Addison Repertory Theater actors (from left) Sarah Heath and Hannah Gallivan of Mount Abraham Union High 
School, and Ella Kozak of MUHS rehearse a scene from “A Shadow on the Wall” last week. The original play, to be 
staged at the Patricia Hannaford Career Center Feb. 9-11, is a gothic-style ghost story set in Victorian England.

INDEPENDENT PHOTOS/STEVE JAMES

Mount Abe senior Lilly James Roberts, playing the part 
of William Bennet, rehearses “A Shadow on the Wall,” a 
student-written gothic mystery that will be staged at the 
Career Center in Middlebury next week.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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SPONSORED BY

GET TICKETS & 
WATCH TRAILERS

middfilmfest.org

NEXT MONTH

GOLDA
MAR 5, 2PM

TED K

SUNDAY, FEB 5
2PM TOWN HALL THEATER

the language/accent challenges. “At first, 
we tried to write without acknowledging 
(the British lexicon) just to get our ideas 
on the page, and then incorporate (the 
language) that was right for the time.”

A homegrown script offers several 
advantages, according to Reid-St. John. 
From a financial standpoint, it means 
not having to pay royalties to perform 
someone else’s play, so that’s money 
that can either be saved or used to make 
“Shadow” better. And from a creative 
standpoint, the words mean so much 
more to the performers if they’ve sprung 
from their own souls. “They take so much 
more ownership when it’s their original 
work,” he said.

And let’s remember that a play like “A 
Shadow on the Wall” needs more than 
actors to bring it to life. A.R.T. students who 
aren’t in the cast are showcasing their skills 
in other areas, such as costumes, makeup, 
set design, sound design and lighting. 
“The thing that I love about theater is the 
synthesis of so many elements,” Reid-St. 
John said. “It’s not only a performance; 
there’s a lot more that goes into it.”

The auteurs of “A Shadow on the Wall” 
are pleased with the fruits of their labors, 
but the final arbiter will be the audience. 
And who knows, a future A.R.T. cast — or a 
theater troupe outside Addison County — 
could stage the play in the future.

Roberts has high hopes for “Shadow,” but 
won’t rest on her laurels. She’s already 
authored a handful of 10-minute plays, 

two of which won prizes at the Vermont 
Young Playwrights Festival. “I really enjoy 
playwriting,” she said. “For me, it’s always 
been about the study of a character, the 
study of people and how they interact.”

Roberts would like to pursue a career 
in acting and wants to incorporate 
screenwriting and playwriting in her 
college experience. And heck, she could 
also very easily write and perform in a 
musical; she plays guitar, sings and is 
a published songwriter. “Really, I’m just 
a creator and will try to get whatever 
education I can to continue what I love.”

Baker-Rouse, too, won’t leave the stage 
once he departs A.R.T.

“Most of the colleges I’m looking at are 
theater-oriented,” he said. “I’d like my 
career to be centered around theater, 
or close to the theater in some way. 
Something creative.”

While rehearsing their play “A Shadow on the Wall” at the Hannaford Career Center last week, student 
actors Sarah Heath swoons and Asa Baker-Rouse prepares to doff his hat. The play will be staged in 
Middlebury next Thursday through Saturday.

Details
“SHADOW” 

PERFORMANCES ARE 
SET FOR THURSDAY, 

FEB. 9; FRIDAY, FEB. 10; 
AND SATURDAY, FEB. 11, 

ALL AT 7 P.M.
$15 TICKETS ARE AT 

ADDISONREP.LUDUS.COM.
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The words of this poem by Win Colwell are spare, like the 
field recently cut down to just the short hay grass. The 
poem mimics the scene, the scene mimics the poem. 
Many who know Ripton and Robert Frost’s farm have 

sat on this same wall, watched this same field in 
one season or another. Know the property’s plain 
fields, but also its old, weathered apple trees, its 
farmhouse and cabin, the trails out back that cut 
through a tall stand of pines. 

To my mind, the poem’s spareness leaves room for 
the thousands of other words that were born at this 
farm over the past century, words that might be 
found under random rocks and leaves or tucked 
in with the mice between cracks in the walls. Or 
found falling through rays of sunshine, raindrops 
or snowflakes. The spareness also leaves room for 
new words, as with this very poem.

And if you were to sit long enough on this old 
stone wall, you would probably experience your 
own version of taking it all in, staring out at the 
fields and apple trees and cabin, none of which 

on their own stand out. But together with the rich literary and farming 
history of this land and cabin, with all the poems (now famous) written 
here by Frost and many other writers, it’s not hard to see why the 
speaker sits and stares. Who knows what one might find, lifting small 
stones or enormous boulders with the mind.

THE FIELDS OF RIPTON

A Poet, In a Field Near Robert Frost’s Cabin, 
Lifts Enormous Boulders with his Mind

The field has been recently cut. 
Tractor or scythe has left it bare. 
No boulder is exposed, 
Nothing to make the eye 
Or a cow 
Stumble. 
 
But where I sit 
The rocks are a jumble. 
At the edge of the field 
They form a ragged wall. 
A home for mice 
and other fur-wearers. 
And, right now, for me, 
who just sits 
and stares. 
 — By Winslow Colwell

POETRY
T H E  M O N T H  I N

Susan Jefts 
is a poet and 
editor living in the southern 
Adirondacks of New York and 
part of the year in Middlebury. 
She writes from the land she 
lives on and places she visits, 
and leads people in poetic 
exploration of their own 
connections to land and water. 
Her poetry has been published 
in numerous journals locally 
and nationally. 

Winslow Colwell is a husband, father, graphic designer, and 
artist living in Ripton. His resume includes being a bagel baker, 
fish hatchery worker, kite maker, and a designer on the Whole 

Earth Catalog. He currently produces folded paper lanterns 
and artwork which is available at the Brandon Artists Guild. 
He’s also preparing for an exhibit at the Jackson Gallery in 

Town Hall Theater which will open on April 21.

Katy Foote Christy Lynn Jesse NorfordTom Van SantJenna Hunsinger

Call us today to 
talk about your 

marketing goals!

WHAT DO WE LOVE?
HELPING LOCAL BUSINESSES SUCCEED
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SEE EXHIBITS ON PAGE 14

ARIES: March 21/April 20. Excessive spending 
in recent days may have you feeling nervous 
about your finances, Aries. In addition to bills, you 
could be waiting to be 
reimbursed. Be patient

TAURUS: April 21/May 
21. Taurus, you may have 
been working so hard 
you haven’t had time 
to spend with family 
and friends lately. Clear 
your calendar and make 
some time for recreation.

GEMINI: May 22/June 
21. This week you may 
lock yourself behind 
closed doors and enjoy 
some alone time for a 
change, Gemini. Relax 
with a good book or 
binge watch some 
television.

CANCER: June 22/July 
22. A friendship could be 
tested when you get into 
a quarrel over money, 
Cancer. You each have 
different philosophies on 
spending. Try to see both 
sides.

LEO: July 23/Aug. 
23. Philosophy and 
religious principles 
are of interest to you 
lately, Leo. Explore the 
metaphysical and dive 
into these subjects with 
all of your energy.

VIRGO: Aug. 24/Sept. 
22. Virgo, you could be 
longing for a vacation, so 
why not make it happen? 
If you’ve socked away some cash, put it towards a 
trip to recharge and relax.

LIBRA: Sept. 23/Oct. 23. Make an effort to 

reconnect with someone you have known a long 
time who has become absent from your life. 
Resolve to maintain this connection in the years 

ahead.

SCORPIO: Oct. 24/
Nov. 22. Honest 
communication can 
take you through 
a rough patch you 
might be having with 
your romantic partner, 
Scorpio. Speak openly 
and honestly to resolve 
the issue.

SAGITTARIUS: Nov. 
23/Dec. 21. Keep your 
eyes focused on the 
future, Sagittarius. It’s 
easy to dwell on what 
happened in the past, 
but that won’t matter 
much in the grand 
scheme of things.

CAPRICORN: 
Dec. 22/Jan. 20. A 
miscommunication 
could find you spending 
money you just 
don’t have right now, 
Capricorn. This may 
be an instance when 
you need to seek a 
professional to sort it 
all out.

AQUARIUS: Jan. 21/
Feb. 18. Aquarius, a 
project that has been 
on the calendar for 
some time finally gets 
completed. It has been 
a long time coming, but 
the results are better 
than you expected.

PISCES: Feb. 19/March 20. Go through some old 
photos and reminisce, Pisces. It can be a quiet way 
to spend a day or two and enjoy the memories.

OPEN: M-F 10-5 and Saturday 9:30-4

260 Court Street, Middlebury, Vt. 05753
802-388-3559   www.middleburysewnvac.com

Offer valid Feb. 1 - 28, 2023GET DETAILSGET DETAILS

with purchase of a
creativecreative
iconicon™™ 2 2

Enjoy a

$1,000$1,000
IN-STOREIN-STORE

SHOPPING SHOPPING 
SPREESPREE

Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30, Sat. 10-2  • Rt. 7 So., Middlebury
802-388-2800 •  www.middleburyfloralandgifts.com

In the depths In the depths 
of winter, of winter, 

we’ve got a we’ve got a 
little spring!little spring!

BRISTOL • VT

 

453-7799

Tues-Thurs 11am-5pm
Fri 11-7pm, Sat 10am-5pm
Sun 11-3pm • Closed Mon

Winter Classes 
starting soon!

See website for details!

hermitthrushfiberco.com

FEB. 2 — James Joyce, writer (d)
FEB. 3 — Amal Clooney, lawyer (45)
FEB. 4 — Rosa Parks, Civil Rights activist (d)
FEB. 5 — Michael Sheen, actor (55) 

FEB. 6 — Bob Marley, actor, Reggae singer/
songwriter (d)
FEB. 7 — Eddie Izzard, actor, comedian (51)
FEB. 8 — Dmitri Mendeleev, inventor of the 
Periodic Table (d)

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

ART
O N  E X H I B I T

BRANDON ARTISTS GUILD
7 Center St, Brandon
Visit brandonartistsguild.org or call 802-247-4956  for 
more info.

“2023 Student Art Show.” It’s the annual artapalooza! 
Every February BAG stages an art explosion, filling 
the gallery with work from students in the Brandon 
elementary school, middle and high schools. On view 
Feb. 3-26. Student visitors to the gallery can enter a 
raffle to win art supplies, too.

EDGEWATER AT THE FALLS
1 Mill Street, Middlebury
Visit edgewatergallery.com, call 802-458-0098 or email 
info@edgewatergallery-vt.com for more info.

“Inner Landscapes,” a new collection of abstract 
paintings by Sara Katz based on an exploration of 
botanical forms. Katz was raised in Cabot, Vt., on a 
vegetable farm with a greenhouse and nursery and 
therefore often returns to the study of plant life, which 
is both a familiar and important theme in her life. In this 
series the forms dance with bold colors and dynamic 
compositions filled with movement and energy. On 
view through February.

JACKSON GALLERY
68 S Pleasant Street, Middlebury
Visit townhalltheater.org/jackson-gallery or call 802-
382-9222 for more info.

“We’re All At A Party Called Life On Earth!” An art 
installation celebrating humanity, harmony, and 
diversity, by Fran Bull and Robert Black. The exhibit will 
be on view through Feb. 18.

175 Main St., Vergennes, VT
802-877-2320 www.lindasapparel.com 

Mon-Sat. 9:30-5:30

Hearts & roses are red...
Many scarves & hats are blue...

Our lotions and potions smell nice...
And we’ve got great jewelry too!!

You’ll find us at
the of the Little City!
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MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY TELEVISION:

P.O. Box 785, Middlebury, Vt. 05753MCTV SCHEDULE Channels 1071 & 1091
Please see the MCTV website, www.middleburycommunitytv.org, for changes 
in the schedule; MCTV events, classes and news; and to view many programs 

online. Submit listings to the above address, or call 388-3062.

MCTV Channel 1071
Friday, February 3
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight
5 a.m. Green Mountain Care (GMC) 
7:30 a.m. Congregational Church Service
10 a.m. Selectboard, Policy Briefing on 

Health Care 
1 p.m. State House - Agriculture & 

Food Systems Strategic Plan
4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Church
5:30 p.m. Energy Week
6:30 p.m. GMC Board
9 p.m. State House - Substance 

Misuse Prevention Update
10:01 p.m. Health Care Industry 

Overview and Child Care Financial 
Assistance Programs

Saturday, February 4
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight 
9 a.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
10 a.m. Selectboard
11:50 a.m. Policy Briefing for Legislators 

on Healthcare
1 p.m. Health Care Overview and 

Child Care Financial Assistance 
4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Service
5:30 p.m. Eckankar
6:00 p.m. Energy Week

7:00 p.m. Catholic Mass
7:30 p.m. Governor’s Press Conference
8 p.m. Healthcare Policy Briefing
Sunday, February 5
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight 
9 a.m. Catholic Mass
10 a.m. Energy Week
11 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
1:30 p.m. GMC Board
4 p.m. Congregational Service
6:30 p.m. Eckankar
7 p.m. Catholic Mass
7:30 p.m. Healthcare Policy Briefing
Monday, February 6
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight
9 a.m. Energy  Week
10 a.m. Select Board, Public Affairs
7 p.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
8 p.m. Dr. John Campbell
Tuesday, February 7
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight
5 a.m. Energy Week
6 a.m. Dr. John Campbell
9:30 a.m. Eckankar
10 a.m. Select Board, Public Affairs
4 p.m. Congregational Service
5:30 p.m. Energy Week
7 p.m. Select Board, Public Affairs

Wednesday, February 8
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight
5:30 a.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
6:30 a.m. Energy Week
7:30 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
9:30 a.m. Catholic Mass
10 a.m. Select Board, Public Affairs
5 p.m. Dr. John Campbell
6 p.m. Energy Week
7 p.m. Select Board, Public Affairs
Thursday, February 9
State House, Public Affairs - Overnight
8 a.m. Congregational Service
11 a.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
12 p.m. Select Board, Public Affairs
8 p.m. Energy Week
9 p.m. Eckankar  
10 p.m. Dr. John Campbell

MCTV Channel 1091 
Friday, February 3
5 a.m. Music in the Morning
8 a.m. Slow Living Summit - Charles
4:45p.m. Owls of New England
6 p.m. VYO Orchestra Palooza 2022
7:30 p.m. School Board Meetings
Saturday, February 4
4 a.m. Yoga

5 a.m. Owls of New England
6:15 a.m. Music in the Morning
10 a.m. School Board Meetings
3 p.m. Gardening in Vermont with 

Lauren Slayton and Justin Willis
3:55 p.m. Sustainable Woodstock
5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
6 p.m. Orchestra Palooza 2022 
7:30 p.m. Slow Living Summit 
Sunday, February 5
5 a.m. Yoga
6 a.m. Music in the Morning 
6:34 a.m. Orchestra Palooza 2022 
8:15 a.m. Owls of New England 
9:30 a.m. Slow Living Summit 
3 p.m. Sustainable Woodstock
4:02 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
5 p.m. Owls of New England
6:15 p.m. Orchestra Palooza 2022
8 p.m. Slow Living Summit 
Monday, February 6
5 a.m. Yoga
8 a.m. School Board Meetings 
12 p.m. Supporting Native Pollinators
1:47 p.m. Owls of New England 
3:01 p.m. Sustainable Woodstock
4:03 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
5 p.m. Owls of New England

6 p.m. Slow Living Summit
8 p.m. Education Finance Policy
Tuesday, February 7
7 a.m. School Board Meetings
1 p.m. All Things LGBTQ 
2 p.m. Owls of New England
3:15 p.m. State Board of Education
8 p.m. Orchestra Palooza 2022
9:30 p.m. Education Finance Policy
Wednesday, February 8
5 a.m. Slow Living Summit
6:30 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
7:30 a.m. Slow Living Summit
12 p.m. Orchestra Palooza 2022
3 p.m. Education Finance Policy
4:30 p.m. Sustainable Woodstock
5:32 p.m. School Board Meetings 
Thursday, February 9
5 a.m. Yoga
6 a.m. Sustainable Woodstock 
9 a.m. School Board Meetings
4:30 p.m. Kid’s Yoga
5 p.m. All Things LGTQ
6 p.m. Gardening in Vermont with 

Lauren Slayton and Justin Willis
7 p.m. Orchestra Palooza 2022
8:30 p.m. Slow Living Summit 

SATURDAY, FEB. 4
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB SNOWSHOE IN RIPTON. 
Saturday, Feb 4, *CANCELED DUE TO EXTREME 
COLD* Widow’s Clearing to Brooks Road, Goshen Rd. 
Hike or snowshoe three miles on trails from Widow’s 
Clearing on Goshen Road eastward to Brooks Road. 
Requires car spot. Bring a snack or lunch, water and 
dress to the weather in thermal layers (avoid cotton). 
Ankle gaiters and hiking poles recommended. Be 
prepared for ice and snow. Contact Ruth Penfield at 
802-458-1116 or ruthpenfield@gmail.com for details 
including start time. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

SUNDAY, FEB. 5
CITIZENS RACE IN RIPTON. Sunday, Feb. 5, 9:45 
a.m., Rikert Outdoor Center, Rte 125. Frost Mountain 
Nordic BKL & Rikert Outdoor Center hold their 
annual citizens race, with free lollipop races for the 
youngest skiers, races for grades 1-4, and 5-8, and 5K 
Freestyle or Classic Citizens Race for all ages starting 
at 12:30 p.m. Prizes for top finisher in each gender 
in skate and classic. Registration $10 grades 1 to 
4/$15 grades 5 to 8/$20 citizens race. Pre-register at 
frostmountainnordic.org or day of registration starting 
at 8:30 at Rikert (for an additional $5). 

GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB SNOWSHOE AND 
POTLUCK IN BRIDPORT. Sunday, Feb. 5, 10 a.m., 595 
Forrest Rd. Snowshoe about two hours and then join 
a potluck lunch at Deb’s house. Bring masks along. 
Grippers alternative if no snow. Meeting at Quonset 
hut. Contact Deb Lewis at dlewis@bredeson.com for 
information or to register. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

“TED K” ON SCREEN IN MIDDLEBURY. Sunday, Feb. 
5, 2 p.m., Town Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. In this 
MNFF Selects film, Ted Kaczynski lives a life of almost 
complete seclusion in a simple wooden cabin in the 

mountains of Montana. But then this former university 
professor, who despises modern society and its faith 
in technology, becomes radicalized. What begins 
with local acts of sabotage, ends with deadly bomb 
attacks. To the outside world, Ted K becomes known 
as the Unabomber. Director Tony Stone will attend and 
participate in a Q&A session following the screening, 
moderated by MNFF Artistic Director Jay Craven. 
Tickets $14 advance/$16 at the door. More info at 
middfilmfest.org/selects-2022-23.

TUESDAY, FEB. 7
BOOK TALK AND SLIDESHOW IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Tuesday, Feb. 7, 7 p.m., Ilsley Public Library, 75 Main 
St. author Giovanna “Jo Brunini” Congdon will give a 
talk, “Bagpipes, Books, and Belonging: the writing of 
Never a Cloud.” “Never a Cloud’ charts the course of 
three women — Violet, Ava and Margot — who find 
their way to a new understanding of home and family 
at Otyrburn, an estate in rural Scotland. Come a few 
minutes early to hear bagpiper Ben Montross fill the 
library grounds with the distinctive sounds of Scotland.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 8 
“ARTISTS IN THE ARCHIVES: BEYOND HUMANS” 
VIRTUAL TALK. Wednesday, Feb. 8, 7 p.m., Zoom. The 
Henry Sheldon Museum’s Stewart-Swift Research 
Center presents this free live webinar. As part of 
their investigation into the archives of the Sheldon 
Museum’s Stewart-Swift Research Center, collage 
artists considered what non-human elements shape 
our communities. Three artists — R. Galvan, Todd 
Bartel and Allison Spence — will be joined by Kolaj 
Institute Coordinator Christopher Kurts.

THURSDAY, FEB. 9
“A SHADOW ON THE WALL” ON STAGE IN 

MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, Feb. 9, 7 p.m., Hannaford 
Career Center, 51 Charles Ave. Addison Repertory 
Theater presents this student-written and produced 
Victorian ghost story. Desserts at intermission 
provided by PHCC Glass Onion. Tickets $15, available 
at addisonrep.ludus.com More info at 802-382-1036.

FRIDAY, FEB. 10
LIVE! WITH KATIE RUNDE IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, 
Feb. 10., 5:30-7 p.m., Edgewater Gallery on the Green, 
6 Merchants Row. Join us at Edgewater Gallery 
on the Green to view Katie Runde’s portraits, hear 
her discuss the body of work and enjoy live music 
featuring Runde.

“A SHADOW ON THE WALL” ON STAGE IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Friday, Feb. 10, 7 p.m., Hannaford 
Career Center, 51 Charles Ave. See Feb. 9 listing.

SATURDAY, FEB. 11
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB CROSS-COUNTRY SKI 
AND EXPLORE IN RIPTON. Saturday, Feb. 11, Ripton 
Trails. Meet at 9:30 a.m. in Ripton and take the bus 
(free) from Ripton Center 4.7 miles, then ski back. If no 
snow or bad snow, we will use snowshoes or grippers, 
and bring a mask for bus ride. Contact Deb Lewis at 
dlewis@bredeson.com for information or to register. 
More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

FAMILY SNOWSHOE SCAVENGER HUNT IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, Feb. 11, 9:30 a.m., Chipman 
Hill Trailhead. Have you ever been interested in 
trying out some snowshoes? They can provide a 
great way to explore on- and off-trail in the winter. 
No experience necessary. Just bring a willingness to 
have fun in the snow. We’ll meet at Chipman Hill in 
the morning, give a snowshoe how-to, and then you’ll 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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be able to complete the scavenger hunt at your own 
pace. At the end we’ll have a fire and hot cocoa at an 
overlook. Snowshoes will be provided. Dress warmly, 
bring a phone or camera to take photos. Registration 
required at maltvt.org/events. All ages welcome. 
Member adult $5/non-member adult $8/youth 13 
and under free. 

LC JAZZ WINTER THAW IN VERGENNES. Saturday, 
Feb. 11, 7 p.m., Vergennes Opera House, 120 Main St. 
One of the favorite events of the season, bringing 
neighbors and friends out from their homes and into 
the warmth of the Vergennes Opera House. Fantastic 
music provided by many familiar faces in a 17-piece 
orchestra with singers to boot. Be sure to bring your 
dancing shoes and a little something to donate toward 
the LC Jazz High School Music Scholarship fund. Free. 
Doors and cash bar open at 6:30 p.m. 

“A SHADOW ON THE WALL” ON STAGE IN 

MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, Feb. 11, 7 p.m., Hannaford 
Career Center, 51 Charles Ave. See Feb. 9 listing.

MIKE + RUTHY IN LINCOLN. Saturday, Feb. 11, 7:30 
p.m., Burnham Hall, 52 E. River Rd. The February 
Ripton Community Coffee House will be on the 
second Saturday instead of the usual first Saturday 
and feature Mike + Ruthy (of The Mammals). 
Artistry and authenticity, with fiery fiddle and banjo, 
emotionally potent harmonies, and dynamic stories. 
General admission $15 Generous admission $20-$25 
or pay what you can. Advance tickets recommended. 
More info at rcch.org.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 15
“FRIDA KAHLO” ON SCREEN IN MIDDLEBURY. 

Wednesday, Feb. 15, 11 a.m., Town Hall Theater, 68 S. 
Pleasant St. This highly engaging film takes us on a 
journey through the life of one of the most prevalent 
female icons: Frida Kahlo. She was a prolific self-
portraitist, using the canvas as a mirror through all 
stages of her turbulent and, at times, tragic life. This 
personal and intimate film offers privileged access to 
her works and highlights the source of her feverish 
creativity, her resilience and her unmatched lust for 
life, men, women, politics and her cultural heritage. 
Tickets $15. More info at townhalltheater.org.

JASON HILL TALK IN MIDDLEBURY. Wednesday, 
Feb. 15 6:30-8:30 p.m., Champlain Valley Unitarian 
Universalist Society, 2 Duane Ct. As part of the Green 
Mountain Club Breadloaf section annual meeting, 
Jason Hill, a conservation biologist from the Vermont 
Center for Ecostudies will present a 45-minute talk 
and slideshow about Mountain Birdwatch, a citizen 
science program on montane birds in New England 
and Quebec. More info at gmcbreadloaf.org.

THURSDAY, FEB. 16
“THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST” IN 

MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, Feb. 16, 7:30 p.m., 
Town Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. Middlebury 
Community Players proudly presents its February 
2023 production of Oscar Wilde’s classic comedy. 
Set in late-19th century England, the play pokes fun 

at the pretentiousness of the upper-class Victorian 
society that forces Jack and Algernon to create 
fictitious lives to avoid the social repercussions of 
their seemingly less attractive lifestyles. Tickets $14 
(opening night)/$19 all other performances, available 
at townhalltheater.org or 802-382-9222.

FRIDAY, FEB. 17
SAS CAREY BOOK LAUNCH IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, 
Feb. 17, 7 p.m., Champlain Valley Unitarian Universalist 
Society, 2 Duane Ct. Sas Carey will launch her book 
“Marrying Mongolia: A Memoir” at this event. Find out 
what led Carey to to end up in Mongolia’s Taiga with 
Dukha reindeer herders. Signed and personalized 
copies of the book will be available.

“THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST” IN 

MIDDLEBURY. Friday, Feb. 17, 7:30 p.m., Town Hall 
Theater, South Pleasnt St. (See Feb. 16 listing).

SATURDAY, FEB. 18
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE OR SNOWSHOE IN 

SHELBURNE. Saturday, Feb. 18, Shelburne Farms. 
Walk or snowshoe the Farm Trail from the Welcome 
Center. Moderately difficult 4-5 miles. Bring a snack 
or lunch, water, and dress to the weather in thermal 
layers (avoid cotton). Ankle gaiters and hiking 
poles are recommended. Be prepared for ice and 
snow. Contact Ruth Penfield at 802-458-1116 or 
ruthpenfield@gmail.com for details including start 
time. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

1774 HIS MAJESTY’S GARRISON OF TICONDEROGA 

REENACTMENT IN TICONDEROGA, N.Y. Saturday, 
Feb. 18, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Fort Ticonderoga. See Fort 
Ticonderoga on the eve of the American Revolution 
as British soldiers and their families live in this 
peacetime fort on the frontier. Get a hands-on 
perspective on what was it like to be a British soldier, 
soldier’s wife, or child here. Discover how soldiers 
and their families made a comfortable life here at this 
historic military post.

STORIES FROM VERMONT MIGRANT WORKERS 

IN VERGENNES. Saturday, Feb. 18, 10 a.m., Bixby 
Memorial Library, 258 Main St. A panel of three 
migrant workers from Blue Spruce Farm in Bridport 
will share their personal experiences crossing into the 
U.S. and traveling to Vermont from a small town in 
Oaxaca, Mexico. Come listen to their stories and learn. 
Moderated by Patricia Reid (local advocate) and Julia 
Doucet (Open Door Clinic). The first 20 attendees will 
receive a free copy of the Vermont Reads 2022 book, 
“The Most Costly Journey,” a graphic novel illustrating 
migrant worker stories. 

“THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST” IN 

MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, Feb. 18, 7:30 p.m., Town Hall 
Theater, South Pleasnt St. (See Feb. 16 listing).

SUNDAY, FEB. 19
“THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST” IN 

MIDDLEBURY. Sunday, Feb. 19, 2 p.m., Town Hall 
Theater, South Pleasnt St. (See Feb. 16 listing).

picktop
TAKE A BREAK FROM WINTER AND 

CHECK OUT THE L.C. JAZZ CONCERT IN 
VERGENNES ON SATURDAY, FEB. 11 FOR A 

FREE EVENING OF MUSIC & DANCING!
Donations benefit the L.C. Jazz High School Music Scholarship Fund.
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Mike + Ruthy perform for Ripton Community 
Coffee House in Lincoln on Saturday, Feb. 11

The Ripton Community Coffee House at 
Burnham Hall in Lincoln presents dynamic 
folk duo Mike + Ruthy on Saturday, Feb. 11, 
at 7:30 p.m. RCCH regulars will notice this 
performance is the second Saturday of the 
month, not the first.

Mike + Ruthy have recorded and performed 
their original folk music together for two 
decades with their seminal folk-rock quintet, 
The Mammals. They make their home in the 
lush Hudson River Valley of New York where 
they and friends host their own thriving 
community folk festival, The Hoot. 

Americana trailblazers, Ruth Ungar and 
Mike Merenda, happily married and exuding 
togetherness on stage, perform well-crafted 
songs that underscore their deeply held 

environmental concerns and activism. Their 
concerts blend artistry and authenticity, with 
fiery instrumentation and emotionally potent 
harmonies, performing the whole span that 
is Americana, from folk, to bluegrass, to alt-
country.  

With two guitars, a fiddle, a banjo, a ukulele, 
a stool with a glass of water and a few 
harmonicas, Mike + Ruthy curl around one mic 
like you would a fire pit on a chilly night. Their 
songs are divine, their delivery breath-taking, 
but it’s the charm which they bring to the stage 
that cannot be overstated

The musicians will play two sets, beginning at 
7:30 p.m. There will be no open mic. Masks are 
appreciated. Refreshments — baked goods 
and coffee — will be available. 

Advance tickets are recommended to 
guarantee a seat. Visit rcch.org/upcoming-
shows to buy your tickets. General admission 
$15; generous admission $20-$25, or pay 
what you can. The show will also be available 
streamed via Facebook (facebook.com/pg/
RiptonCommunityCoffeeHouse/videos) and 
our YouTube channel (youtube.com/channel/
UCcSnJFnrCSkChHtTzzxDMVw). If you need 
more info, email rcchfolks@gmail.com.

MUSIC
U P C O M I N G
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Send a special message 
to your Valentine through 
the Addison Independent. 

Messages will be published 
on Thursday, February 9.  

It’s free!

Email: advertising@addisonindependent.com 
Online: addisonindependent.com/reader-submissions

Mail: 58 Maple Street in the Marble Works in Middlebury

Thursday, Feb. 2

Share the love
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DEADLINE:

Mike + Ruthy will perform at the Ripton Community 
Coffee House at Burnham Hall in Lincoln on Saturday, 
Feb. 11, at 7:30 p.m. PHOTO / ERIC GERARD
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ACROSS
1. Shed tears
5. Luxury jewelry 
designer
10. Goddess of wisdom
12. Convert into a 
particular form
14. Working-class people
16. It borders Canada 
(abbr.)
18. A princess can detect 
its presence
19. Red-brown sea bream
20. Defunct retail empire
22. Vase
23. Demeter’s equivalent
25. Monetary unit of the 
Maldives
26. French and Belgian 
river
27. Small amount
28. High schoolers’ test

30. Animal’s foot
31. Some is red
33. Per __: each
35. Swedish jazz pop duo
37. Plate for Eucharist
38. Train line
40. Russian pop duo
41. Stake
42. Plant by scattering
44. Female sibling
45. City of Angels 
hoopsters (abbr.)
48. Popular cookie brand
50. Group of Niger-Congo 
languages
52. A team’s best pitcher
53. Vomits
55. 19th letter of Greek 
alphabet
56. Men’s fashion 
accessory
57. Its capital is Pierre 

(abbr.)
58. Expensive cut of 
steak
63. Popular James 
Cameron film
65. A __: relating to 
knowledge gleaned from 
deduction
66. Kids’ snow toys
67. Flip side to yin

DOWN
1. Global public health 
agency
2. Snake-like fish
3. Midway between 
northeast and east
4. Dabbed
5. TV show
6. Folk singer DiFranco
7. Canadian flyers
8. Of the dowry

Sudoku
Each Sudoku puzzle 
consists of a 9x9 
grid that has been 
subdivided into nine 
smaller grids of 3x3 
squares. To solve 
the puzzle each row, 
column and box must 
contain each of the 
numbers 1 to 9. Puzzles 
come in three grades: 
easy, medium and 
difficult. 

Level: Medium

This week’s puzzle solutions can be found on Page 13.

9. Commercial
10. The act of imitating
11. Equipment used to 
broadcast radio or TV 
signals
13. Lands of an emir
15. Swiss river
17. Island
18. Monetary unit of 
Afghanistan
21. One who surrenders 
under agreed conditions
23. Garfield is one
24. A baglike structure in 
a plant or animal

27. Small boats used in 
the Black Sea
29. Small savory Spanish 
dishes
32. Body part
34. Touch lightly
35. Popular grilled foods 
on a stick
36. __ Hess: oil company
39. Antelope with a 
reddish coat
40. Pharaoh of Lower 
Egypt
43. Pink Floyd’s Roger
44. Short and thick

46. Small, sac-like 
cavities
47. Performer __-Lo
49. Entrails of animal 
used as food
51. __ King Cole, musician
54. Where construction 
is done
59. Chap
60. Investment vehicle
61. Often mixed with 
tonic
62. Holiday beverage 
egg __
64. Against

s p o n s o r e d  byPUZZLESPUZZLES
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On Wednesday, Feb. 8, at 7 p.m., the 
Henry Sheldon Museum’s Stewart-Swift 
Research Center presents a free live 
webinar, “Artists in the Archives: Beyond 
Humans.” 

A community is made of more than 
humans. As part of their investigation into 
the archives of the Sheldon Museum’s 
Stewart-Swift Research Center, collage 
artists considered what non-human 
elements shape our communities. When 
R. Galvan searched the Sheldon archives 
for images of men, they found their 
attention driving to assorted photographs 
of animals and how people were forming 
communities around them. Artist Todd 
Bartel questions Eurocentric notions of 
how land shapes the community using 
a 1859 history of Addison County. Taken 
with the many representations of winter 
in the archives, the collage of Florida-
based Allison Spence speaks to the role 
the season plays in the collective identity 
of the community. 

These collage artists will be joined by 
Kolaj Institute Coordinator Christopher 
Kurts whose collage uses a World 
War II food rationing poster to draw 
our attention to the role food plays 
in building community.  Presented 
in partnership with the KOLAJ LIVE 
ONLINE and supported by Walter Cerf 

Community Fund and Stewart-Swift 
Research Center donors. 

This program is offered in conjunction 
with the Henry Sheldon Museum’s 
exhibit Artists in the Archives: 
Community, History & Collage, on 
view at the museum through August 
2023. Register for the free virtual talk at 
henrysheldonmuseum.org/events or call 
802-388-2117.  

Virtual talk explores what non-human 
elements shape our communities

Evening of art, discussion and live music with Runde

NODA calls to artists under 18:  
Submit to ‘How You See It’

Friday, Feb. 10, from 5:30-7 p.m.,  Edgewater Gallery on 
the Green, 6 Merchants Row, in Middlebury, will host an 
evening of art, discussion and live music with portrait 
artist Katie Runde. A series of portraits of musicians, 
painted in oil, by Runde, will be on view at the Gallery 
on the Green Feb. 7-15. Runde will speak about the 
collection and entertain viewers with a performance by 
her funk group, Rundefunk. 

This event is free and open to all. Light refreshments 
will be served. Cash bar. For more information visit 
edgewatergallery.com, call 802-989-7419 or email info@
edgewatergallery-vt.com.

Northern Daughters is 
accepting submissions for 
an exhibit of artwork from 
artists under the age of 18 
to raise funds for the Boys 
& Girls Club of Greater 
Vergennes. NODA will be 
accepting 100 pieces until 
Feb. 17, from artists under 
the age of 18. Submissions 
should be 8- x 10-inches or 
12- x 16-inches; each artist 
may submit up to three 
pieces.

The show will be on view from March 1-10, with an 
opening reception on Thursday, March 2, from 4-7 p.m. 
Artwork will be available for purchase via silent auction 
during the opening reception. Proceeds from the sale of 
paintings will be split between the artists and the Boys 
and Girls Club of Greater Vergennes.

The Boys and Girls Club of Greater Vergennes mission 
is “To inspire and enable all young people to reach their 
full potential as caring, productive, and responsible 
citizens.” Founded in 1999, the club offers a variety of 
free programs for youth from fourth-12th grades in 
Vergennes, Addison, Panton, Waltham and Ferrisburgh 
communities. 

“Northern Daughters invitation to host a Youth Art 
Gallery will help boost the amazing talent that we have 

ART O N  E X H I B I T

Katie Runde’s band, Rundefunk, will perform at 
Edgewater Gallery on the Green in Middlebury on 
Friday, Feb. 10. Come see her work, and listen to 
her discuss her art and sing.

RIGHT: This painting by Katie Runde is on view now  
at Edgewater Gallery on the Green in Middlebury.

“Long Enough to Write Our Names On” by 
Allison Spence 

SEE SUBMIT ON PAGE 11

Scan here to find submission 
forms to enter this exhibit.
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 Pets In Need
HOMEWARD BOUND

 Addison County’s Humane Society

Messy

Rose

Buddy

Want to learn more?
Call or check our website. We may have a pet for you!

802-388-1100 | HomewardBoundAnimals.org
236 Boardman Street | Middlebury, VT

Skippy

Messy is a cute and timid 5-year-old. Despite 
her name, she is very clean. She was named 
as a kitten because her spots looked “messy”. 
Messy spends a lot of time in her hidey-hole 
where she can safely watch the shelter scene. 
She has finally started to creep out of her condo 
but is startled by loud noises. Messy is comfortable 
with people around and loves head rubs. She has not gotten 
along with cats and seems afraid of dogs.

Rose is a sweet and sassy 14-year-old senior 
looking for a furever home to live out her 
golden years. She is very sweet when she 
warms up to you, but can be a bit crabby 
at first. Rose likes to wander around Catland 

like she owns the place while she sassily wags 
her tail around. She spends her days cuddling 

with her stuffed animals that she had been surrendered with. 
Despite her old age, she is in great health besides a previously 
developed eye ulcer that impairs her vision on her left side. The 
ulcer has stopped growing and does not need long-term care 
or treatment. Rose does not get along with dogs, but we are 
unsure how she feels about cats. Rose is eligible for our Senior-
to-Senior program. If you are 55 years or older, the adoption of 
a senior pet is by donation. A senior cat, age 8 years and older, 
can be adopted by anyone else at a reduced fee of $60. These 
older cats can provide companionship for years to come and 
they deserve their own place to call home where they can relax 
away from shelter life and bond with their new people.

Buddy is a shy, 1-year-old Australian Cattle 
Dog. He is a medium-sized dog who weighs 
38 pounds. He is very timid and nervous 
around new people and situations, but is also 
curious and warms up quite fast. Buddy is in 
foster at the moment, where he can explore 
everyday life at his own pace and slowly be 
exposed to unfamiliar situations. Buddy loves other dogs and 
would do great sharing space with a canine friend in his new 
home. He has a very strong prey drive and cannot live with 
smaller animals like cats or small farm animals. Because of his 
high prey drive, Buddy would benefit from a fenced-in yard, 
since he likes to chase other animals. Buddy is housebroken, 
knows a few basic commands, walks well on a leash, loves to 
play with squeaky toys, and likes to investigate everything when 
he’s outside. He’s looking for a family that will help him gain 
more confidence and understand the importance of taking 
things slowly. Most of all, Buddy enjoys being close to his person 
and wants nothing more than a warm hug!

Skippy is a 3-year-old, 60-pound hound mix 
with a fun, goofy personality. As a long-term 
resident at Homeward Bound, he’s become 
a staff and volunteer favorite. Skippy is dog-

friendly and has helped many of his fellow 
shelter mates come out of their shells. When 

he’s not bouncing around with stuffed toys in the 
playroom, he likes to take the opportunity to get belly rubs from 
the animal care crew. Skippy is a smart dog, and if given the 
opportunity, he will steal things that are valuable to him. Skippy 
is currently on a training protocol for resource guarding and is 
showing steady improvement. Skippy is an excellent puzzle toy 
solver and can master some of the more difficult ones. He loves 
being outside and walks well on a leash. He is eager to explore 
all the exciting smells around the neighborhood, but will still pay 
good attention to his walker. Skippy is housebroken and would 
do well in a home with older children, but cannot live with cats 
or other small animals because of his high prey drive. There is 
never a dull moment with Skippy. He spreads so much laughter 
and joy around him and he’s ready to share all that loving 
energy with a family he can call his own.

Proud to help you provide quality care for all of your pets,
we know your animal companions are a central part of your life! 

PET FOOD
Quality Brands Including:

ASK ABOUT OURPet Food ClubEarn rewards for your purchases!

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
338 Exchange Street, Middlebury

388-4937 • www.MiddleburyAgway.com
Mon - Fri 8-6 • Sat 8-5 • Sundays 9-4

Open 
7 days

Join our email list
 for preferred

customer savings!

TOYS &
TREATS

SELF SERVEAccessories
 & Grooming 

Supplies
Leashes • Harnesses 
Collars • Clothing 

Food Dishes 
Storage Bins 

 Beds & Baskets
Brushes, shampoos, skin treatment, ointments to keep your

pets’ coats healthy and problem free!
Kennels, Dog Houses & Carrying Cases
Come in and check the variety we have in stock!

   Large & Small Animal Products
    • Feed • Supplements • Training & Grooming Supplies
    • Cages, Foods, Treats & Bedding 
    • Bird food, toys and cages
    • Basics for fish, too!

Everything you need for pet support!

Feeders,
 Seed & Suet, 

Houses & 
Accessories.

Wild Bird 
Supplies

YOUR YARD, GARDEN AND PET PLACE™   •  www.middleburyagway.com

Think of Agway when you think of your pets!

in our community,” 
commented the club’s 
CEO Alicia Grangent. 
“The chance to 
showcase youth art 
work in a gallery is an 
incredible opportunity 
for the kids.”

“One of our goals is 
for the gallery to be a 
welcoming space for 
everyone — including 
kids. I am excited about 
this exhibit because we 
will be able to invite 
younger artists into 
Northern Daughters and 
show that their creations 
are valued too,” said 
gallerist Sophie Pickens.

For more information 
regarding the exhibit 
and submission process, 
visit northerndaughters.
com, or contact info@
northerndaughters.com 
or 802-877-2173. For 
more information about 
the Boys and Girls Club 
of Greater Vergennes 
visit bgcvergennes.
org, call 802-870-
7199, or email info@
bgcvergennes.org. 

SUBMIT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

Miss Fluffy Tai lMiss Fluffy Tai l

Miss Fluffy Tail is an 8-year-old 
special needs lady who would 
love a quiet home where she 
can nap the day away. She was 
diagnosed with hyperthyroidism, 
which affects her ability to gain 
weight. She is on a high-protein 
diet and requires twice daily pills 
that she eats in her wet food. 
She comes across as a grumpy 
old lady, but it is all an act! Miss 
Fluff loves affection from people 
and loves all food. She isn’t the 
biggest fan of being picked up or 
being brushed. Miss Fluff would 
do best as an only pet although 
she can tolerate other cats that 
respect her personal space.

To learn more about Miss Fluffy 
Tail, contact Homeward Bound 
at 802-388-1100 or feline@
homewardboundanimals.org.

Pet SpotlightPet Spotlight
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Markers? Colored pencils? Crayons? Glitter?
Rhinestones? Stickers? It’s up to you! 

Name: Age:
Parent/Guardian’s name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Phone:

Age Group:     under 5  5-6  7-8 9-11 12-15 

Coloring & Decorating Contest
Winter 2023

Decorate this snowy scene any 
way you’d like then submit it:

 
Online at
addisonindependent.com/contests
 
By Email to 
contests@addisonindependent.com
 
By Mail to Addison Independent,
58 Maple Street, Midd., VT 05753

Entries will be accepted through 
Monday, February 27th.

Feel free to tear out this coloring 
page, photocopy it, or go to 
addisonindependent.com/contests 
for a printable version. Winners 
will be announced in the March 2nd 
edition of the Addison Independent. 
Two winners from each age group 
will win a prize from one of our 
sponsors that can be picked up 
at the Addy Indy office during the 
month of March.

Many thanks to our sponsors:

❄

❄

❄

16-Adult
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WALLACE REALTY
48 Mountain Terrace

Bristol, VT 05443
PH 802-453-4670 • FAX 802-453-5898

Visit our websites at:
www.wallacere.com

www.greenbuiltvermont.com

Please call Kelly, Claire, or Tom

EQUAL  
HOUSING   
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 as amended 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons receiving 
public assistance, or an intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will not  knowingly 
accept any advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of discrimination, call 
HUD Toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.

Kerry D. Mazzariello | V.P., Sr. Community Lender | NMLS #216188

estate
real
Now is a great time to buy or sell a property!  
Let our real estate section do the work,  
so you can get cozy with a new home this winter.

Give us a call and we’ll help you connect with  
Addison County homebuyers, sellers & professionals.

ads@addisonindependent.com

Email Christy@addisonindEpEndEnt.Com to find out how.

Add your piece!  Add your piece!  
Be the next sponsor of the puzzle page.

PUZZLEPUZZLE
SOLUTIONS Feb. 2, 2023
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ipjrealestate.com
34 Main Street, downtown Middlebury

info@ipjrealestate.com  |  802.388.4242

BRANDON  NEW LISTING!
16 MOUNT PLEASANT DRIVE
MLS #4941587  |  $429,000
4 BD  |  2 BA  |  2017 SF | 1.00 AC

Mt. Pleasant Acres in Brandon 
offers homes sited for privacy, just 
enough elbow room, views, and 
the benefi ts of mature landscaping 
in an established neighborhood. 
Newly renovated kitchen offers 
quartz countertops and new 
appliances.Large living room with 
a bay window takes advantage of 
the views. You’ll enjoy the propane 
stove insert in the fi replace hearth, 
heated mudroom fl oor, and fully 
heated basement with plenty of 
storage and additional recreation 
space. On-demand hot water tank, 
digital thermostats. Direct entry to 
the home from the 1-car garage. 
In-ground pool with an expanded 
patio and deck. Outbuilding is set 
up for a heat pump and was built for 
a connection for a hot tub. Outdoor 
shower, fi re pit, pergola/swing along 
with an expansive yard adorned 
with apple trees, maple, red maple, 
and blueberry bushes, with plenty of 
room to garden!

MIDDLEBURY  NEW LISTING!
13 FOREST RIDGE DRIVE
MLS #4941755 | $425,000
3 BD | 3 BA | 2470 SF | 1.38 AC

Lovingly maintained home nestled 
into a private setting in the Forest 
Ridge neighborhood. Welcoming 
entry opens to a large living room 
with cathedral ceilings, abundant 
natural light, gas fi replace, built-in 
cabinetry and hardwood fl oors. 
Dining area leads to the back deck 
and a private back yard making it a 
perfect spot for morning coffee and 
meals at dusk in the warmer months. 
The primary bedroom suite is on the 
main level for those preferring one-
level living. Fully fi nished walkout 
lower level includes a family room, 
sliding glass doors, two additional 
bedrooms and 3/4 bath. The two-car 
attached garage provides plenty of 
extra storage.

PHOTOPLACE GALLERY
3 Park Street, Middlebury
For more info visit photoplacegallery.com.

“Portals: Windows, Mirrors, Doors,” featuring 35 images for 
exhibition in the gallery, and 40 for the Online Gallery. A portal 
can be an architectural feature: a gate, a doorway, a window, 
a mirror, or a tunnel, that frames or isolates or adds a new 
dimension to the image. In a fictional sense, a portal is also 
a magical doorway that connects two locations in space or 
time. Juried by Laura Moya. On view through Feb. 24.

SHELDON MUSEUM
1 Park Street, Middlebury
For more info visit henrysheldonmuseum.org

“Artists in the Archives: Community, History & Collage.” 
Artists from Canada, Denmark, Ireland, Poland, Scotland, 
Ukraine, and several US states created collages to 
explore how the archival material expresses an aspect of a 
community. On view through summer 2023.

SPARROW ART SUPPLY
52 Main Street, Middlebury
Visit sparrowartsupply.com or call 802-989-7225  for more info.

“Magenta,” is an electrifying display of the color magenta. 
Showcasing works by over 50 artists, “Magenta” celebrates 
this vibrant hue across monotone pieces, and it appears 
as a pop of color to bring focus in others. This energetic 
all-media show exudes joy, optimism, and bravery, some 
inspiring qualities to carry throughout 2023. On view 
through March 11.

EXHIBITS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

S U B S C R I B E  |  D O N A T E  |  A D V E R T I S E

A D D I S O N I N D E P E N D E N T. C O M

Your subscriptions, 
donations and 
advertising allows us 
to have dedicated 
coverage of the arts 
scene in Addison 
County.

Thank You! 

SUPPORTSUPPORT
THE ARTSTHE ARTS
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Local agents who know the Addison County market

La
nd

/

Co
m

m
er

cia
l

70 Court Street, Middlebury, VT 
802-989-7522  |  ChamplainValleyProperty.net

Heather Foster-Provencher 
 802-989-2770

cvprophfp@gmail.com

Nancy Foster
802-989-2772

cvpropnf@comcast.net

January Stearns
802-236-4424

cvpropjs@gmail.com

Diana Berthiaume 
802-236-2725

diana411@comcast.net

John Snyder-White specializes in 
properties with green and energy-efficient 

features. Has has been a RealtorR since 2016 
and obtained the Green designation from the 

National Association of RealtorsR in 2018. John  
understands what makes a property green, and 

helps clients navigate the listing and marketing 
of green homes and buildings, industry rating 

and classification systems, the financial grants and 
incentives available to homeowners and how resource 

efficiency drives buyer and seller preferences.

Spotlight on Realtor
John Snyder-White

John Snyder-White 
802-989-1066  |  cvpropjsw@gmail.com

Your Forever Realtors, Building Relationships One Home at a Time!

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Vermont Realty Group 

BRANDON, VT MLS: 4939521 $445,000
This three bedroom home has been completely renovated. It has a new front porch, kitchen, 
and two new bathrooms. It is conveniently located to downtown Brandon, where you will find 
restaurants, local shops, art galleries, and breweries

BRIDPORT, VT MLS: 4940154 $299,000
Neat and tidy, 2 bedroom, 2 bath ranch style home with attached 2 car garage. 
Situated on a lovely flat lot with a paved driveway and just off a well-maintained public 
highway.

32 Merchants Row, Middlebury, VT  
802-388-9836  •  www.vtregroup.com

Wherever life 
takes you, 

we’ll help you 
get there.

Whether you are ready 
to sell your home or 
are just starting your 
search for that special 
place to live, our agents 
have the knowledge and 
experience and are ready 
to help. With nine offices 
throughout northwest and 
central Vermont, Vermont 
Realty Group knows your 
community.
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Follow us on IG @thtmidd and FB @townhalltheatervt.

We would also like to thank FLORA and the Waybury Inn for their sponsorshipSponsored by

Tickets: townhalltheater.org   •   802-382-9222   •   68 S Pleasant St, Middlebury, VT 05753

Fun Home
January 26, 27 & 28 at 7:30pm

January 29 at 2:00pm

Upcoming Events:

Town Hall Theater Presents

Satta Sound and Reggae 
Legend Carlton Livingston

Live on Saturday, February 25th at 7pm
Tickets $20

Satta Sound is a Vermont based, Live ROOTS + REGGAE 
Soundsystem, Conscious Artist Promoter, and Cultural Event 
Producer... a true Rebelutionary Sound. Blending ‘Ital Music’ 
coming from the Virgin Islands, Trinidad, Jamaica, Africa, 
Europe, NYC, Cali, VT and Conscious Artists Worldwide!

On February 25th at 7pm Satta Sound and reggae legend 
Carlton Livingston will be joining forces with Prince Negasi 
(pictured left) live on the THT stage! 

Carlton Livingston is a Jamaican reggae vocalist, known for his 
1984 hit “100 Weight of Collie Weed”. Livingston’s recording 
career began in 1978 with his first recording at Channel 
One. This was the album “The Tale of Two Cities.” He has 
recorded with producers including Coxone Dodd, Winston 
Riley, Sly& Robbie, Clive Jarrett, and King Jammy. Livingston 
gained success with his 1984 hit “100 Weight of Collie 
Weed.” In the 1990s, he recorded “Rumors” with Shabba 
Ranks, produced by Bobby Digital. Livingston moved to 
Brooklyn in the 1980s, where he lives to this day.

MNFF Selects
Ted K
2/5 @ 2pm
Tickets $14 advance

Middlebury 
Community Players
The Importance 
of Being Earnest
02/16-02/18 @ 7:30pm
02/19 @ 2pm

Great Art 
Wednesday
Vermeer
02/15 @ 11am
Tickets $15

THT Education
Rock-It 
Science
02/20-02/24
Final show 02/24 @ 7pm

MACO Cutting 
Edge
Sophia
02/26 @ 4pm
Free
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