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Art for Habitat
Albright’s portraits focus on home 
and people, perfect for the cause 
she supports. See Arts + Leisure.

By the wayBy the way

Fast track
After a snowfall, the Tiger Nordic 
ski teams have a good day on their 
home course. See Sports, Page 1B.

Our thanks
County firefighters gather in-
person to recognize those who 
protect us. See Page 12A.

ANWSD budget rises; 
hammer falls on taxes

Passenger rail gathers momentum
Middlebury voters to field 
$3.5M water tank bond

Pocock and 
farmers 
market are
returning 
to Bristol

MUHS principal 
abruptly leaves; 
interim steps in

Cornwall woman 
appointed to the 
ACSD board

Board adds funds for projects to budget plan

Ethan Allen expansion draws 1,000s

(See ANWSD, Page 15A)

(See Water tank, Page 13A)(See Passengers, Page 17A)

(See MAUSD, Page 13A)

(See Bristol, Page 13A)

(See ACSD board, Page 15A)(See Campbell, Page 3A)

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — The Addison 

Central School District Board on 
Tuesday picked Ellen Whelan-
Wuest to temporarily fill a Cornwall 
spot on the panel recently vacated 
by incumbent Peter Conlon.

Whelan-Wuest will serve until 
the March 7 Town Meeting Day 
elections, which will offer her and 
other Cornwall residents a chance 
to run for the final year on Conlon’s 
three-year term.

By MARIN HOWELL 
BRISTOL — Folks in the 

5-town area in and around Bristol 
have a lot to look forward to, as 
two well-loved community events 
are slated to return this summer. 
The Bristol CORE organization is 
preparing to bring back the town’s 
Pocock Rocks music festival and 
street fair, as well as reestablish the 
Bristol Farmers Market. 

Bristol CORE is a nonprofit 
organization committed to 
maintaining the economic vitality 
of downtown Bristol. The group 

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — The recently 

expanded Ethan Allen Express 
passenger rail service is exceeding 
state officials’ expectations, while 
providing a boost for Addison 
County travelers, innkeepers, 
students and merchants.

It was on July 29 of last year 
that Amtrak added Burlington, 
Middlebury and Vergennes/
Ferrisburgh stops to what had 
until then been a Rutland-to-New 
York City Ethan Allen Express 
passenger rail service, also known 
as EAX. Service expansion was 

warmly greeted by Addison 
County residents, merchants, 
lodging establishments and the 
Middlebury College community.

That warm greeting has morphed 
into avid ridership, according to 
Vermont Agency of Transportation 
(VTrans) officials.

Toni Clithero, VTrans Amtrak 
Grants Program manager, told the 

Independent that EAX ridership 
at Burlington’s Union Station is 
averaging approximately 2,132 
riders per month or 71 passengers 
per day, with the monthly averages 
being 477 for the Middlebury 
station and 309 for the Ferrisburgh-
Vergennes station.

Clithero noted VTrans and 

RIDERS BOARD THE expanded Ethan Allen Express passenger rail service at the Middlebury station this past Friday. Ridership has 
exceeded Amtrak and Vermont Agency of Transportation expectations with nearly 4,000 additional riders on the train in November.
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By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — The Addison 

Northwest School District 
(ANWSD) budget that voters will 
consider on Town Meeting Day 
calls for a 13.4% spending increase 
but property tax rate increases are 
expected to be a fraction of that.

Nevertheless, residents of the 
five ANWSD municipalities 

shouldn’t look for a tax break.
The ANWSD board last week 

endorsed a budget that would set 
spending for the 2023-2024 school 
year at about $25.3 million, which 
is an increase of about $3 million. 

The proposed spending preserves 
all existing programs and adds a 
couple jobs, including a middle 

By MARIN HOWELL 
BRISTOL — The Mount 

Abraham Unified School District 
board has an adopted a budget 
for fiscal year 2024 to put before 
voters that, despite a 15.52% 
increase in the cost per equalized 
pupil, is expected to translate into 
a decrease in the education tax 
rate for the roughly two-thirds 

of district residents who pay for 
schools based on their income. 

The plan, adopted by the board 
at its Tuesday meeting, is based 
on an estimated $33,868,900 in 
total spending for FY24. With an 
anticipated $5,778,530 coming into 
the district from outside revenue, 
education spending for FY24 is 

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 

voters on Town Meeting Day 
will be asked to support a $3.5 
million bond to build a new water 
storage tank on Chipman Hill to 
supplement the current, 1.5 million-
gallon receptacle in that same 
area that delivers municipal water 
to 6,000 year-round consumers 

— including 2,500 Middlebury 
College students and 2,300 service 
connections providing flow to a 
variety of residential, commercial 
and industrial users.

Emmalee Cherington, the town’s 
director of public works operations, 
pointed to a 2017 “sanitary survey” 
conducted by the state of Vermont 

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury Union High 

School Principal Justin Campbell resigned Monday, 
effective immediately.

After being on the job two and a half years, 
Campbell has built positive relationships with 
students, teachers and parents, according to his 
colleagues.

MUHS drivers ed teacher George Rooney 
compared the mood of a 
teachers’ meeting following 
the Campbell announcement 
to a funeral service.

“I always enjoyed working 
with him,” said Rooney, who 
is a representative of the 
Addison Central Education 
Association teachers’ union. 
“It felt like I was working 
with him, not for him.”

Campbell himself was 
somewhat vague on his 
reasons for leaving. He 
announced his decision 
through a two short 

paragraphs in an email to the school community that 
arrived at 3:50 p.m. on Monday:

“After much contemplation, many conversations 
with family and some deep introspection, I have 
decided to resign my position as MUHS principal. I 
have enjoyed my time as an educator but I’m ready 
for a different challenge that helps me to better 
balance all aspects of my life.

“It has been a deep honor to be part of the MUHS 
community and I will cherish the memories I’ve 
made. I will work with (Addison Central School 
District Superintendent Peter) Burrows and the 
MUHS team to assure a smooth transition,” he 
added. “Thank you for all the kindness and support 
the community has shown my family and me 
throughout our time here.”

The Independent could not reach Campbell 
directly.

JUSTIN 
CAMPBELL

Homeless among us
CARING CITIZENS GATHERED and held signs on the greens in Addison County 

on Thursday, Jan. 19, to draw attention to the plight of those who don’t have 
a house to live in. This gentleman on the City Green in Vergennes displayed a 
message that all should take to heart. See more photos on Page 14A.

Photo by Jason Duquette-Hoffman

MAUSD spending up, 
but tax rate is falling

Kudos to Middlebury’s 
Haymaker Bun Co., which has 
been picked as one of 20 semi-
finalists for a prestigious 2023 
James Beard Foundation award 
in the category of “Outstanding 
Bakery.” It is the only Vermont 
bakery recognized. The winners 
will be announced on June 5 at 
a ceremony at the Lyric Opera 
of Chicago. The James Beard 
Foundation’s Restaurant and 
Chef Awards are one of five 
separate recognition programs of 
the awards. The 2023 Restaurant 
and Chef semifinalists are 
recognized across 23 categories, 
including the new award for 
Outstanding Bakery. The 
James Beard Foundation is a 
nonprofit organization with a 
mission “to celebrate, support 
and elevate the people behind 
America’s food culture and 
champion a standard of good 
food anchored in talent, equity, 
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WEYBRIDGE — Weybridge’s 
haiku contests for the past two 
pandemic years have asked 
writers to open their hearts and 
imaginations and address the 
challenging world around them. 
Those prompts drew 177 responses 
from 28 writers in 2021 and 217 
responses again from 28 writers in 
2022.

The 2023 contest, the fifth 
annual, again prompts writers to 
open their hearts and imagination 
to the light and darkness, happiness 
and sadness, joy and wonder in our 
lives.

“Writers have a blank slate to 
consider questions big and small,” 

novelist Chris Bohjalian, a contest 
judge, commented. “Earthbound 
questions like what do squirrels 
know that we don’t and what’s 
the future of the maple tree? And 
more cosmic questions like Life is 
all about saying good-bye, about 
being reborn. When does the soul 
crave darkness, hanker for light?”

“I would be sad if all the haikus 
were gloom and doom. I hope that 
we can also focus on something 
other than the virus,” said fellow 
judge Martha Winant, Weybridge 
winner of the 2021 contest. 
“Consider lighter topics like 
Coming Out of Hibernation.”

In addition to Bohjalian and 
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Members
Take An Extra 
20% Off

Member or Not...Anyone Can Shop at the Co-op!  See You There! 

OFF

(Expires  Thursday, 2/02/23)
(minimum purchase $3.00)

(excludes alcohol)
(limit one per customer)

ANY FISH

Sales effective from Thurs., January 26th to Wed., February 1st No Case or Wine Discounts

OtterCreekBakery.com
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Entries Sought for Fifth Annual Weybridge Haiku Contest

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Organizers 

of a new childcare facility within 
the Congregational Church of 
M i d d l e b u r y 
have hired a 
contractor to 
update the space, 
are looking to 
hire staff, and 
are inviting 
inquiries from 
area parents 
interested in one 
of the 24 slots 
for children ages 
6 weeks to 3 
years old.

The “Red 
Clover Childcare 
Center,” as it will 
be called, will 
open later this 
year. The exact 
date remains in flux, according 
to Ellen Whelan-Wuest and the 
Rev. Elizabeth Gleich, two of the 
driving forces behind the much-
needed facility.

The Independent first reported 
last July that the church, known as 
MiddUCC, was planning to host 
a new childcare center catering 
to the demographic in the most 
need of such support: infants 
and toddlers. Let’s Grow Kids, a 
statewide child advocacy group, 
has determined that an additional 
452 childcare spots are needed to 
meet the needs of working Addison 
County parents with children 3 and 
younger.

Fueling MiddUCC’s effort has 
been $560,000 in donated seed 
money, including $200,000 from a 
local nonprofit group called Table 
21 and a staggering $360,000 
donation from an anonymous 
longtime supporter of the church’s 
community outreach efforts. 

While the Red Clover Childcare 
Center will be hosted for free at 

MiddUCC at the corner of Main 
and North Pleasant streets, it will 
be independently run and won’t 
have a religious curriculum.

“This is not 
meant to be a 
church childcare 
center; it’s 
a childcare 
center within 
the church,” 
Whelan-Wuest 
said during a 
recent Zoom 
interview that 
included Gleich.

A n y o n e 
interested in 
becoming a Red 
Clover client 
or a member 
of the planned 
11-person board, 
or in donating to 

the effort, should check out tinyurl.
com/vnnufn66.

Meanwhile, Brandon builder 
Naylor & Breen has been 
completing renovations to the 
church building to make sure it’s 
compliant with Vermont childcare 
licensing regulations, according 
to MiddUCC officials. Given the 
scope of the work and the lack 
of available contractors, center 
organizers feel fortunate to have 
landed Naylor & Breen, which 
began the job on Jan. 9.

“The nature of the work … is it 
was not too big and not too small; it 
was right in the middle,” Whelan-
Wuest said. “It made it a hard job 
for a lot of local contractors to be 
able to spot into their schedule.”

Landing a contractor felt like 
“more than a small miracle,” 
Gleich said.

The biggest tasks involve 
installing sinks in the three future 
center classrooms and transforming 
an unused elevator shaft and 
stairwell within the church building 

into a laundry room for the church 
and Red Clover to use.

Naylor & Breen is expected to 
complete the interior portions of 
the project by the second week in 
February, officials said.

“They’ve been amazing to work 
with,” Whelan-Wuest said of the 
contractor.

Not all the work is indoors. 
Plans call for a storage shed to be 
installed behind the church and 
creation of an outdoor play area for 
kids, encircled by a fence. Gleich 
and Whelan-Wuest gave their 
thanks to the nearby St. Stephen’s 
Church for contributing money 
toward the fence.

Let’s Grow Kids has also 
provided a $50,000 grant toward 
the center start-up effort.

A couple of the Red Clover 
board’s first major tasks will be 
to secure state licensure for the 
facility and hire 
its first executive 
director, who will 
help map out the 
center’s program 
and assist in hiring 
staff. The board’s 
other chores will 
include getting 
insurance, going 
through a site-
review process 
with town planners, 
creating a website, 
and finalizing 
a shared-use 
agreement with the 
church to coordinate 
schedules for the 
two organizations.

“We’re hoping 
by the spring there 
will be a process and a timeline for 
parents to apply and to open our 
doors to start taking care of kids,” 
Whelan-Wuest said.

Vermont and other states 
continue to deal with a shallow 

labor pool, but center organizers 
said they’re hoping to overcome 
that by offering a livable wage and 
benefits.

“We know it’s a competitive 
market, and childcare centers 
are competing with the school 
district with paraprofessionals 
and teachers,” Gleich said. “They 
are understandably leaving (local 
childcare centers) because the 
school districts can offer better 
benefits and pay — which they 
deserve, but childcare centers can’t 
afford. We’re doing our best to 
build up funds so we can pay our 
workers fairly.”

With that in mind, organizers 
continue to welcome contributions 
for Red Clover.

“We’re still very much looking 
to build up funds to not only do 
the capital improvements that we 
need to make, but also to sustain 

(the center),” 
Gleich said. “We 
will be subsidizing 
our operations (in 
part) through our 
fundraising — 
which all childcare 
centers do, to some 
degree.”

While a spring 
opening for Red 
Clover is still 
possible, it’s still 
too early for parents 
to reserve a slot.

“We want to 
have a thoughtful 
process in how we 
decide to do that,” 
Gleich said.

So interested 
parents are being 

invited to sign up for Red Clover 
updates through the tinyurl.com/
vnnufn66 — which will eventually 
include news on when to apply.

John Flowers is at johnf@
addisonindependent.com.

ELIZABETH GLEICH

“We know it’s a 
competitive market 
(for childcare 
providers), and 
childcare centers 
are competing 
with the school 
district with 
paraprofessionals 
and teachers … 
We’re doing our 
best to build up 
funds so we can 
pay our workers 
fairly.”

— Rev. Elizabeth 
Gleich

MiddUCC childcare center moves forward

CORRECTION: Our Jan. 19 
story on the Bixby LEGO Robotics 
Program used the wrong first name 
for the Norwich professor and Bristol 
resident who operates a statewide 
LEGO robotics competition due to 
an editing error. 

Michael Cross helps run the 

statewide event, which would 
welcome more local programs’ 
participation and would be happy to 
support them. Cross can be reached 
at mcross@firstpartners.org. The 
Independent apologizes for the 
confusion. 

Winant, this year’s judges include 
Narges Anzali, Weybridge’s youth 
poet laureate and a past youth 
winner, and Gwen Nagy-Benson, 
Weybridge winner of the 2022 
contest.

The poem should be in the haiku 
form — either the traditional 
form of three lines no more than 
seventeen syllables total (5-7-5), 
or a short three lines that captures 
the spirit of the haiku. There are 
no limits on the number of haikus 
a writer can submit.

Participants of all ages are 
encouraged to submit. There is 
a youth division, through high 
school, and an adult division. You 
do not have to be a Weybridge 
resident but must be a Vermonter. 
No experience needed. Give it a 
try!

Submit haikus to George 
Bellerose, contest administrator, 
by March 1. Email 

georgebellerose@gmavt.net or 80 
Meetinghouse Lane, Weybridge, 
VT 05753. He will forward them 
to the four judges. Winners will 
be announced at the end of March 
to celebrate Poetry Month in April

Judges select three youth 
winners, both Weybridge and 
Vermont, and three adult winners, 
Weybridge and Vermont. Winners 
can choose from books by 
Weybridge’s co-poet laureates, 
Julia Alvarez, the founder of the 
contest, and novelist Jay Parini, 
as well from books by Chris 
Bohjalian.

Everyone is way above average 
in this contest, with e a c h 
writer receiving 
a Certificate of 
Participation 
and a 
playful Best 
of Honorific.

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — The 

Middlebury selectboard on Tuesday 
unanimously approved changes to 
the town’s noise ordinance that will 
require loud revelers to tone down 
their activities two hours earlier on 
Friday and Saturday nights.

Noise complaints can now trigger 
a police response after 11 p.m. and 
before 7 a.m. on Fridays, Saturdays 
and “special holidays” (such 
as, New Year’s Eve and July 4), 
which is two hours earlier than the 
previous noise ordinance trigger of 
1 a.m. through 7 a.m. on those days.

Those who violate the ordinance 
are subject to fines of $200 and, 
after four offenses, can trigger 
the town’s “public nuisance” law, 
which can result in the town clearing 
the problem property, according 
to Middlebury police Chief Tom 
Hanley.

The board endorsed the change 
after hearing a new round of 
complaints from several weary 
homeowners who reside near 
large homes rented by multiple 
Middlebury College students. 
Among them was Kathy Boe, who 
resides near the former Sunshine 
Children’s Center at 30 Washington 
St. Ext., owned by a Massachusetts 
resident Richard Tinsley, who is 
now renting it to 12 members of the 
Panthers football team, according to 
Boe.

Boe, during Tuesday’s final public 
hearing on the noise law changes, 
detailed the hardship of residing 
next to a property containing “12 
people and 12 cars,” where the 
tenants typically host guests, crank 
music and play outdoor games of 
cornhole and shout, sometimes 
using foul language.

She noted a series of weekly 
Sunday chants — at 12:30 a.m. — 
when the 30 Washington St. Ext 
tenants “gather their arms around 
each other and make this enormous 
chant… it wakes us up out of a 
sound sleep,” Boe said.

“Last weekend, it was out of 
control,” she added, noting food, 
paper and other debris scattered on 
the tenants’ and neighbors’ lawns.

Boe said the tenants are polite 
when asked about their comportment 
but argue their behavior doesn’t 
constitute a “party.”

“They said they ‘were monitoring 
the music and didn’t think it was 
loud,’” she said.

It’s gotten so bad that Boe said 
she’s considering selling her home, 
which she moved into less than two 
years ago.

“We’ve got to dial back the (noise 
ordinance) hours,” she said, adding 
the current neighborhood disruption 
has “pretty much changed my life 
and how I feel about my house.”

Middlebury resident Eli Madden 
alleged Middlebury College 
students are treated with kid gloves 
when it comes to rowdy behavior 
and said similar noise and antics 
“aren’t tolerated in Burlington,” 
where he previously lived.

Madden added he doesn’t believe 
a $200 fine will make much of an 
impact on Middlebury College 
students, some of whom come from 
affluent families.

Hanley said the police treat all 
cases with equal concern, but the 
noise ordinance has to be triggered 
by a third party. In other words, if 
you see or hear someone running 
afoul of the ordinance, you need to 
call Middlebury police at 802-388-
3191.

“It’s important for us to hear from 
you,” Hanley said.

Matthew Curran, director of 
business services for Middlebury 
College, said the institution strongly 
backs the town’s noise ordinance 
change.

“We believe it’s a step in the right 
direction,” he said.

At the same time, he voiced 
concern about how the more 
conservative noise law could affect 
special celebratory events held on 
the college campus. He cited annual 
reunions, commencement activities 
and summer language school 
gatherings held during the evening.

“It’s making sure we find a way 
to work with the police department 
here to make sure those events can 
occur… with whatever restrictions 
need to be in place to make sure 
they’re done the proper way,” he 
told the board.

Hanley said the town could 
develop a “blanket permit” to 
cover the college evening events 
on an annual basis, comparable 
to the blanket liquor license the 
selectboard awards to the institution 
each year for events at which 
alcohol is served.

A blanket event permit wouldn’t 
“absolve (the college) from the 
provisions of the noise ordinance 
relating to unnecessary and 
unreasonable noise,” Hanley 
stressed.

Also present at Tuesday’s public 
hearing was Jean Stone, director 
of Addison County Restorative 
Justice Services. It’s a Middlebury 
nonprofit that allows its “program 
participants, both adult and youth 
to fully appreciate the impact that 
their offenses and inappropriate 
behaviors have had and to develop 
empathy for victims and the 
community.”

Stone said she and Hanley have 
been working on a restitution-type 
program that could allow noise 
ordinance offenders to avert fines if 
they successfully complete it.

Resident John Tenny, who resides 
near a home rented to college 
students, said he’s pleased the town 
is taking new steps to address noise 
complaints.

“We’re fortunate we live in a 
very nice community, where the 
great majority of people who live 
here are responsible and courteous 
and considerate of others,” he said. 
“But at the same time, as in any 
community, you have some that are 
outliers, and they are the ones we 
need to make rules for. In this case, 
we see in some group activities — 
particularly with students living 
together in groups — where we 
have boisterous situations going 
on, and they can get out of hand. 
Having rules to keep that under 
control is important.”

John Flowers is at johnf@
addisonindependent.com.

Midd noise law enacted
Ordinance passes with unanimous vote
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ACSD Assistant Superintendent 
of Teaching and Learning Caitlin 
Steele stepped into the role of 
interim MUHS principal “for the 
time being,” according to Emily 
Blistein, the district’s director of 
communications and engagement.

Burrows acknowledged 
Campbell’s departure on Monday 
evening in an email to the MUHS 
community.

“We are incredibly grateful 
to Justin for the time he spent 
with us and the care and sense 
of community he created among 
the MUHS staff, students, and 
families,” the statement reads. “I 
know that this is a significant and 
unexpected change for our MUHS 
community.”

Campbell, 47, was picked for 
the MUHS job in February of 2020 
— just as the COVID-19 virus 
was making its way into Addison 
County. He clinched the job when 
the only other finalist withdrew 
from consideration.

Campbell was principal of 
Hanover High School in New 
Hampshire from 2012-2019.

He’s a University of New 
Hampshire graduate, earning a 
Master of Education in 2009. He 
also holds a Bachelor of Science 
in Chemistry from Bates College 
(1998) in Maine, and a teaching 
certification for chemistry, earned 
at the Upper Valley Educators 
Institute in Lebanon, N.H.

His résumé also includes stints 
as director of academic studies 
for the Milford (N.H.) School 
District (2009-2012), during which 
he supervised about 45 teachers. 
He coordinated curriculum 
revisions and planned professional 
development, among other things.

Prior to that, he served as an 
assistant principal for the Milford 
School District (2007-2009), 
overseeing the implementation 
of education plans for struggling 
students. He joined the Milford 
district in 2001 as a chemistry 
teacher.

Campbell also served as a 
volunteer commissioner with 
the New England Association of 
Schools and Colleges, or NEASC.

He told the Independent back in 
2020 that he learned of the MUHS 

job opportunity through a NEASC 
colleague. He became intrigued by 
the prospect of moving to Vermont 
and leading a public school with 
an International Baccalaureate 
curriculum.

Campbell’s resignation means 
the ACSD is in the market 
for three top administrators: a 
superintendent and principals for 
MUHS and Ripton Elementary 
School. The ACSD board initiated 
its superintendent search on 
Monday.

“Justin Campbell was a 
wonderful addition to the MUHS 
community, he greeted students 
at the front door almost every 
morning and knew most of the 
kids by first name. He was fully 
engaged in the life of the school 
and is a dedicated educator,” said 
Sarah Soule, and MUHS counselor, 
on Facebook. “In the short time he 
was at MUHS he quickly emerged 
as a standout leader, and he built a 
strong sense of family. I wish him 
well on his next venture, whatever 
that may be.”

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

Campbell
(Continued from Page 3A)

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — The Addison 

Central School District (ACSD) 
board has decided to contract with 
McPherson & Jacobson LLC of 
Omaha, Neb., to assist in its search 
for a new superintendent.

As previously reported by 
the Independent, current ACSD 
Superintendent Peter Burrows will 
leave this summer to take the top 
administrative job for the Milton 
(Mass.) Public Schools.

The ACSD on Monday heard 
pitches from two consultants 
vying to coordinate the district’s 
search, including Judy Sclair-Stein 
of McPherson & Jacobson, and 
Elaine Pinckney of the Vermont 
School Boards Association (VSBA) 
Superintendent Search Service.

After listening to those Zoom 
pitches, the board picked McPherson 
& Jacobson, primarily due to its 
pledge to actively consult with 
district stakeholders and because 

the company has been assisting the 
Patricia A. Hannaford Career Center 
with its superintendent search.

Sclair-Stein described a five-phase 
process that will include receiving 
stakeholder input, advertising the 
position, recruiting applicants; 
screening the applicants; reviewing 
candidates amongst the search 
committee and with the ACSD 
board; conducting interviews; and 
a transition period during which the 
company will check back with the 
district on a regular basis to see how 
things are working out.

The company also offers a two-
year guarantee, according to Sclair-
Stein. If the person selected leaves 
the position, for any reason, within 
the guarantee period, McPherson 
& Jacobson we will repeat the 
process at no charge except “actual” 
expenses.

It should take a minimum of two 
to three months to come up with a 
finalist for the job, according to 

Sclair-Stein.
The McPherson & Jacobson 

consulting fee is still to be negotiated, 
according to ACSD board Chair 
Victoria Jette.

The VSBA’s proposal called 
for a fee of $9,500 and included a 
SchoolSpring posting of the position. 
The district would have also been 
responsible for additional, optional 
advertising expenses, estimated 
at $500 per outlet. Other optional 
expenses included possible site 
visits, candidate travel, refreshments 
for in-person events and executive 
coaching. The VSBA recommended 
budgeting another $6,500 for those 
add-ons.

The ACSD isn’t only looking for 
a new superintendent. The district 
will also need to hire new principals 
for Middlebury Union High School 
(see related story on Page 1A) and 
Ripton Elementary School.

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

ACSD picks consultant for superintendent search

Hall of famer
MIDDLEBURY RUGBY COACH K.O. Onufry was presented with the Kathy Flores Lifetime 

Achievement Award in front of a sold-out crowd at the WRCRA Conference, which was presented 
by U.S. Women’s Rugby Foundation and Women’s Rugby Coaches and Referees Association on 
Jan. 14. In addition to coaching Middlebury for the past 22 years, Onufry has coached New England 
Select side rugby for the 19-and-under and both the men’s and women’s teams at Champlain College. 
The Salisbury resident also had a prolific playing career that began in 1975 when she played for the 
UMass Men’s team. She later became captain of the first U.S. Women’s National Team in 1987. 

Photos courtesy of Middlebury College and U.S. Women’s Rugby Foundation
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By Mary E.
Mendoza

Ways of
Seeing

Because I teach about the history of race in America, 
I often ponder the differences between equity and 
equality. In addition, the start of my current semester 
teaching Latino History coincides with our national 
holiday honoring Martin Luther King Jr. All of which is 
to say that race, equality and equity are never far from 
my mind in the beginning of any given January. 

Dr. King is frequently remembered for his “I Have 
a Dream” speech. The major take-away people tend 
to get from that speech and from Dr. King is that he 
dreamed his children would “one day live in a nation 
where they will not be judged by the 
color of their skin but by the content 
of their character.” In short, people 
associate Dr. King and his dream 
with the notion of equality, or the 
idea that all people would be treated 
as equals. 

That was certainly part of Dr. 
King’s dream. When he delivered 
his inspiring and impassioned 
speeches and sermons, I am sure Dr. King did dream 
of a world in which unarmed black, brown, and native 
folks were not brutally killed at the hands of police in 
much higher numbers than their white counterparts. I 
am sure that he dreamed of a world where students of all 
backgrounds saw themselves refl ected in their teachers 
and the media in equal measure. I am sure he dreamed 
of a world with equal access to education. 

I am not sure Dr. King dreamed of a world where 
BIPOC people earned the same incomes as their white 
counterparts for the same jobs. 

I am a Latina living in a very progressive, very white 
state. I love Vermont, but certain populations here, 

particularly the more privileged, can seem like their 
own little bubble of ignorance. I say this with love, but 
occasional frustration. 

Two days after MLK Day I found myself in 
a conversation with some lovely folks who see 
themselves as incredible allies — and in many ways, I 
am sure they are. In it, they explained to me that if we 
could just close the wage gap between top and bottom 
and pay everyone the same wages, it would solve all of 
our problems. Women wouldn’t earn more than men. 
White men and women wouldn’t earn more than their 

BIPOC colleagues. I have had this 
same conversation countless times 
over the past two decades living in 
this state with myriad people and 
it always surprises me how people 
here seem to obfuscate the core of 
King’s dream — a dream that I know 
these same Vermonters actually 
share with him and with me. 

Equality is not equity. Dr. King 
made this point repeatedly. He argued that while white 
Americans were acquiring free land in the American 
West, Black Americans, Asians, and Latinos were 
cultivating that land with zero or little compensation. 
Once freed, the formerly enslaved received no 
compensation. Dr. King argued that white Americans 
“never stop to realize a debt they owe.” He maintained 
that while generational wealth accumulated for many 
white Americans, generational oppression wreaked 
havoc on the African American community as well as 
other BIPOC groups. 

In short, his point was that equality was and is not 

By DANA HART
Workforce development is a hot topic today. 

I’ve noticed that many politicians talk about the 
importance of preparing America’s labor 
force for the future, and I’m always a 
little surprised that they leave public 
libraries out of these conversations. 
Maybe it doesn’t make a great soundbite, 
but the truth is that public libraries 
have been helping connect people with 
employment opportunities, build skills 
and improve job prospects for decades. 
Ilsley Public Library is no exception.

In addition to providing free access 
to internet, hardwired computers, and 
wireless access after-hours from our 
parking lot, Ilsley’s librarians also offer 
online job search and résumé and cover 
letter development support. It is not 
uncommon for someone to be well-
qualifi ed for a particular job, but lack 
the digital skills necessary to submit 
an application. Librarians provide job 
application assistance to help bridge 
that gap.

Ilsley Public Library also provides access to 
LearningExpress, a platform that includes skill-
building resources in reading, writing, math and 
science, and tutorials and tools for creating resumes 
and cover letters, interviewing, job searching and 

salary negotiation. This includes access to prep tools for 
professional certifi cations and occupational licensing 
tests, such as the Commercial Driver’s License exam; 

nursing and medical testing prep; and 
SAT, LSAT and GRE test prep.

For community members who 
participate in remote learning, librarians 
provide proctoring services for exams. 
Providing these resources to everyone, 
for free, promotes equity and ensures 
that all community members have the 
opportunity to build skills and pursue a 
career of their choosing. 

The Ilsley Public Library is also, of 
course, an employer. In addition to our 
regular full-time librarians, the library 
employs a rotating cast of substitutes, 
work-study students from both 
Middlebury College and the Community 
College of Vermont, and high-school 
pages. The page and work-study 
positions do not require any previous 
experience, and this is signifi cant. Your 
fi rst job is often the hardest to get, but it 

is the gateway to all subsequent employment: Once 
you gain experience, it is much easier to fi nd another 
job later on. Ilsley Public Library works with these 
students to provide a fi rst job experience, focusing 
on teaching fundamental employment skills and 

Why is it that political elected 
members of Legislature and U.S. 
House of Representatives who 
supported and maintain loyalty 
to Donald Trump are still sitting 
members lauding his illegal 
activities? What is the justice in 
their continued consorting, earning 
a salary when breaking several 
laws they swore to uphold?

They should be kicked from 
their bowed-down position out of 
politics completely.

Spare me any more words from 
Kevin McCarthy who immediately 
upon securing Speaker of 
the House status blasphemed 
the position by praising the 
aforementioned person. Makes me 
wonder who planted the top secret 
documents to cause the Biden 
controversy.

Christy Alger
Orwell

If you believe in climate change 
as I do, I refer you to the New 
Yorker publication “The Fragile 
Earth.” There’s no question in 
my mind and I assume if you’re 
reading this publication there’s not 
much doubt in your mind either 
that global warming is real and 
that it is happening right now.

So what are you doing about it?
In 2006 the United Nations 

declared that more greenhouse 
gases are attributable to the 
production of animals for 
human consumption than all 
transportation combined — all 
cars ,trucks, planes, buses, trains 
and ships combined — 40% more.

Reading about food in this 
publication and others I’m always 
struck by how much attention is 
paid to the eating of animals and 
animal products.

The most effective and simplest 
way to fi ght global warming is 
to be mindful of what you put in 
your mouth.

I’ll say it again, if you want 
to do something positive about 
global warming right now, today, 
without spending any extra 
money, just pay more attention to 
what you eat. Eat mostly plants.

You don’t have to buy a Tesla, 
you don’t have to buy solar 
panels, just control what you eat. 
And you don’t have to become a 
vegan, just eat less animals and 
animal products and you will be 
reducing your carbon footprint, 
Mark Bittman pointed this out 
in his books “Food Matters” and 
“VB6” (vegan before 6) among 
others.

“The China Study” by T. 
Colin Cambell is the book that 
convinced me to adopt a plant-
based diet 15 years ago. I highly 
recommend it to all eaters who are 
concerned about global warming. 
There is no Planet B.

There is enough food being 
grown on our planet right now 
to feed everyone who wants it. 
The problem is too much of the 
plant food that is grown is fed to 
animals so that the animals can 
be eaten by humans. It’s a very 
bad conversion in every way, the 
amount of plant food, the amount 
of water used, the vast tracts of 
land, the transportation of all these 
products and animals, and the 
disposal of all the waste created 
by these animals. Nine pounds of 
grain for one pound of beef — it’s 
a very bad conversion.

Do your own research, and 
think about it, and come to your 
own conclusions…

Robert Fuller
Lincoln

Thinking about
climate change

ACSD candidate 
in it for students

The Cornwall seat on the Addison 
Central School District (ACSD) 
School Board is up for a vacancy 
appointment, and I don’t expect I’ll 
be getting it. Fortunately, I’ll also 
be running for the same seat on the 
March ballot, and in a moment I’ll 
ask for your vote at that time. But 
let me address the appointment fi rst.

People who know me primarily 
through my role as co-chair since 
2019 of Friends of Cornwall School 
(FOCS) have mostly seen one 

Stored heat
TREE TRUNKS CUT into 18-inch segments after they were downed in the windstorm just before 

Christmas suffered the further indignity of being covered with snow at the beginning of this week. 
But after they are split and dried for a season, their time will come.

Independent photo/John S. McCright  

A bill introduced last week to reform the way Vermont sheriffs operate 
is a step in the right direction, and sorely needed. Currently Vermont 
sheriffs have an unseemly way of earning money and very little effective 
oversight — a combination ripe for abuse.

S.17, the act related to sheriff reforms, was proposed in the Senate 
Committee on Government Operations. Sen. Ruth Hardy, D-Middlebury, 
chair of the committee and one of the 10 cosponsors of the bill, noted 
the uniqueness of the sheriff’s salary arrangement. Not only are sheriffs 
awarded a handsome salary, but they also have add-on contracts for 
special events of all sorts — from directly routine traffi c to working 
sporting events like road races. “Some literally increase their own salary, 
and it’s the only offi ce in state government that has such a provision,” 
Hardy said. 

Nor is there a direct community board to provide oversight. Sheriffs are 
elected in a county-wide popular vote and serve at the will of the people. 
But because Vermont has no county government, there is no effective way 
to directly govern their actions. The only person who has a direct say over 
the sheriff is the High Bailiff, who has two responsibilities: 1) to arrest the 
Sheriff, if that ever becomes necessary; and 2) to take over the Sheriff’s 
Department in the event that the elected sheriff cannot continue to perform 
their duties for whatever reason.

This became an issue in Addison County this past summer when Sheriff 
Peter Newton was arrested in June on felony charges of sexual assault and 
unlawful restraint. Newton, who pleaded not guilty, did not seek reelection 
in November but resisted calls to resign and has remained on the job until 
newly elected Sheriff Michael Elmore takes over on Feb. 1.

“That is what really spurred me to want to look into what could we 
do to provide better oversight for sheriffs, because there just seems to be 
every few weeks another issue (arises) with sheriffs or sheriff’s deputies,” 
Hardy said.

In Franklin County, former Sheriff’s Deputy John Grismore was elected 
to head that county’s department this past November despite facing a 
simple assault charge. He is accused of using excessive force in August, 
after he was recorded on video kicking a man in the department’s 
custody, according to the VtDigger story. Grismore, who has denied any 
wrongdoing, will take offi ce in February. The only way Franklin County 
residents can get him removed is through impeachment by the Legislature.

The lack of board or professional oversight can only be considered an 
egregious shortcoming. The police chief of any town or city, for example, 
not only serves under the town manager, but also the selectboard of 
that community. It seems obvious that county sheriffs should be held 
accountable in similar ways. 

But it’s not that easy. Why? Because the state constitution limits 
lawmakers’ oversight of sheriffs since they are elected members of 
another branch of government.

Sen. Dick Sears, D-Bennington, who also co-sponsored S.17 as chair of 
the Senate Judiciary Committee, told VtDigger his committee “started out 
with higher goals, but every time we tried to look at some area, we were 
rebuffed by constitutional separation of powers.” 

Sears said state legislators were “studying other options they have to 
institute better checks and balances on sheriffs’ departments, and that the 
bill “also directs the Vermont Secretary of State and the Department of 
State’s Attorneys and Sheriffs to study potentially restructuring county 
sheriffs’ departments.”

In the meantime, S.17 will add a few guidelines for the Vermont 
Criminal Justice Council to consider when the evaluating police 
certifi cations, including “gross negligence or willful misconduct in 
the performance of duties” as well as “abuse of the powers granted 
through law enforcement offi cer certifi cation.”

That’s a start, but until sheriffs can be dismissed outright for 
unprofessional behavior — just as a policeman, police chiefs or state 
troopers can — the state won’t have done enough.

Angelo Lynn

It’s hard not to think about the war in Ukraine because of its daily 
presence in the news, and deservedly so. It’s the fi rst forceful invasion of 
a country since WWII, and Putin’s naked goal of Russian conquest has 
made it all the more horrifi c and intolerable.

If there is a silver lining among the thousands of individual tragedies, 
it’s that Ukraine has been thrust into world consciousness not as a country 
fl awed by corrupt government offi cials, but for its bravery, resilience, 
pride of country and love of freedom. In these past 11 months, it has 
championed the cause of democracy and freedom — during an era 
when authoritarian rule was ascendant — better than anyone might have 
imagined.

It has forged a stronger NATO and has given purpose to the West’s 70-
year campaign to maintain a strong and united military front against the 
possibility of such aggression.

To that end, America’s and NATO’s support for Ukraine should be 
wholeheartedly embraced by everyone who understands that to be free is 
also to be willing to defend freedom.

That’s a vital point to remember as a raucous Republican majority 
in the House makes noises to cut spending signifi cantly — and to do 
so without raising taxes. Curbing the defi cit is a valid goal, but many 
other goals take precedence — including maintaining aid to Ukraine and 
funding a strong military at home. The reasons for doing so have never 
been more obvious.

Angelo Lynn

Of Ukraine and budget defi cits
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enough. If you put everyone on 
an equal plane today, those with 
generational wealth will still 
come out ahead. True equity and 
investment in diversity means 
compensating BIPOC folks beyond 
normal pay ranges for a while 
to allow them to catch up. It is 
reparations for African Americans. 
It is understanding that a Latino/a/x 
person pulling themselves out of 
poverty is a huge achievement, and 
one that should be rewarded. It is 

returning native land, repatriating 
indigenous possessions and bodies, 
and truly recognizing and respecting 
native sovereignty. For different 
minoritized groups, reparations 
would look different, as the paths 
toward dispossession, exploitation, 
and exclusion have not been the 
same for each of them.

Equity gets us closer to justice, 
which was a critical aspect of 
King’s dream. Until this critical 
difference is widely understood 
and accepted, we will never be 

able to realize King’s ideal of racial 
justice. For those living in poverty 
because of these historical patterns 
of generational disparity, equality 
will never be attainable until we 
go through an extended period of 
radical, equitable practices that 
allow historically oppressed groups 
to make up for lost time. 

Mary E. Mendoza is an assistant 
professor of history and Latino/a 
Studies at Penn State University. 
She lives in Weybridge, Vermont.

Ways of Seeing
(Continued from Page 4A)

providing exposure to a well-
functioning workplace. 

The American Library 
Association’s recent advocacy 
campaign proudly claims that 

“Libraries Transform Lives.” This 
is not hyperbole. Getting a first job, 
learning a new skill, or passing an 
occupational licensing test are all 
defining moments of opportunity. 
Access equals opportunity, and 

Ilsley Public Library is one place 
in Middlebury where everyone has 
access to the resources they need to 
prepare for and pursue meaningful 
employment.

Library
(Continued from Page 4A)

By FIONA GONG
Every Thursday afternoon I get 

off the bus after a long and tiring 
day at school and walk the short 
way to Ilsley Public Library. From 
the outside, the huge 
marble building can 
look intimidating, 
but I’ve grown up 
jumping up and down 
and getting stuck in 
the old creaky elevator, 
playing in the stuffed-
animal-filled bathtub, 
and running through 
the stacks of plastic 
wrapped books. When 
I was little, my mom 
would take me to the 
library at least twice a week to pick 
out books, but as I grew up my time 
spent there became less and less. 
Until now. 

Now, I pull open the heavy door 
and walk down the short flight of 
steps to the children’s room. As I 
walk quickly in, I catch sight of Lynn 
at the front desk, wave, and say, 
“Hi!” Lyn will always say, “Hello, 
Fiona,” in a kind voice. I’ll drop my 

backpack in the room behind the 
desk. Sometimes Lynn will tell me 
she’s baked cookies or made maple 
pecans and hand me some in a jar 
or bag, and I’ll eat them happily 

in the back room 
before heading out. 
The brown metal cart 
will be stacked full of 
books, and I’ll get to 
work, filling my arms 
and heading out into 
the shelves. I’ll shelve 
books in the children’s 
room of the library for 
the next hour.

The job is relatively 
easy; all you need to 
know is how to count 

and the alphabet. (I frequently 
start singing the alphabet song 
in my head to remember which 
letters come first.) I’ll walk quickly 
through the large room with the 
books in my arms. It is usually 
quiet, save for small pockets of time 
when children just out of school 
come in with their parents, run 
around for a few minutes, and then 
leave. It is quiet enough to hear my 

own thoughts if I want to hear them 
— something rare in my busy days 
— with enough thinking required 
that I can just focus on what I’m 
doing if I want to. 

My favorite times are when there 
are books packed together much 
too tightly on a shelf for me to slip 
a new book in, requiring me to 
rearrange all the books on the shelf. 
Sometimes this takes a while, but 
when I finish, slipping the book that 
needed to be shelved onto the shelf 
where there is now ample room, and 
sit back on my heels to look at the 
rearranged shelves, I feel satisfied 
and proud of myself. If I finish all 
the shelving for the day Lynn will 
suggest a fun task that I can do, like 
making displays of books for the 
youth and teen rooms or shelving 
the new teen books. 

I love going to the library for just 
an hour after school: a tiny, quiet 
sanctuary from the world. When my 
hour is up, I’ll gather my bags. Lynn 
will say, “Thank you, Fiona! Have 
a good night!” I’ll wish her a good 
night, too, and then walk up into the 
cool night air. 

Working as a page at Ilsley Public Library 
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side of me. People who know me 
primarily through the board have 
often seen another.

In Cornwall, I’ve dedicated much 
of my time over the past four years 
to helping improve our school. 
We’re very fortunate at our school 
to have a congenial, supportive, 
and friendly culture. It’s because of 
that backdrop that I’ve been able 
to focus, in my FOCS role, on just 
getting things done.

When COVID hit, I sent 
a fundraising appeal to our 
community, raising enough to 
provide an extra tent and other 
supplies to create a second outdoor 
classroom. Last spring, I reached 
out to community partners to 
launch a series of after-school 
partnerships here in Cornwall with 
the Middlebury Community Music 
Center, MALT, and the Middlebury 
Studio School, covering four days 
per week where we previously 
had no local option. And this 
fall, I worked with our Cornwall 
selectboard to allocate federal 
COVID recovery funding to fully 
support the costs of those programs 
for the year, making them free and 
open to all our students.

Truth be told, my engagement 
over those same four years with 
the ACSD Board has been a 
whole different ballgame. In 
2020, I submitted a public records 
request to the board, asking for 
any documents, emails, chats, and 
text messages about school closure 
plans. You can maybe imagine how 
happy that made people.

As anyone in Cornwall can tell 
you, I didn’t do it just for us. What 
I suspected, which I stand by to this 
day, is that Cornwall was taken out 
of closure plans and replaced with 
Bridport, because I had begun the 
first steps toward town withdrawal, 
even before Ripton started down 

that path. Emails and chats 
emerged from that records request 
naming me directly, and calling 
my initiation of the withdrawal 
process a disaster. Before that time, 
withdrawal was a little-known and 
mostly overlooked statute, just 
sitting on the books.

My contention, which I brought 
to the board, was that Cornwall 
had been swapped back in, to deter 
withdrawal from moving forward. 
Many people right here in Cornwall, 
understandably, would have been 
happy if I had just left it alone.

But it didn’t sit right. I could not 
sit by and watch what I believed 
to be an immoral one-for-one 
swap result in the closure of a 
neighboring school, particularly 
in a town that was, in all honesty, 
less affluent and less engaged in the 
process. Certainly less of a squeaky 
wheel.

The schedule of closure votes 
was starting to be developed before 
I received all the records I had 
requested, so I felt I needed to do 
something.

Basing my argument instead on 
equity for students in a town, not 
my own, but who I felt had the 
most need, I published a letter to the 
editor that said, if you’re determined 
to close schools, close us, not them.

For someone running my first 
time back then for the Cornwall 
seat, it wasn’t a way to make a lot 
of Cornwall people happy. And I 
can tell you, once I came out with 
my summary of findings from the 
records I reviewed, it sure didn’t 
make the board happy, either.

There was another place that 
wasn’t happy: this paper. “Alleging 
a lack of transparency from this 
board with the specifics you have 
thus far reported,” I was told, “falls 
short of an accurate picture of the 
facts and is a disservice to our 
readers.”

I’m no longer pursuing that issue, 
or currently alleging anything. 
Instead, I think it’s important, as 
you consider whether to vote for me 
as a candidate, to know who I am, 
how I’ve engaged with the board, 
and how others have reacted, both 
positively and negatively. If you 
decide to vote for me, I want you 
to do so knowing from day one that 
plenty of people out there consider 
me a loose cannon. I’m not always 
easy to work with, and sometimes 
my passion spills overboard. I can 
live with that, and I’m OK if that’s 
why I lose.

But here, in Cornwall, people 
know me differently. They know 
me as kind, dedicated, and giving 
of my time in ways that go well 
above and beyond the call of duty. 
I do it because I love our kids, and 
I love our community. Nothing 
has more meaning to me. If you 
decide to vote for me, I also want 
that to be the reason. I want you 
to know that from day one, I will 
do everything in my power—the 
power you vest in me, and will 
have every right to take away 
again—to do my best for all our 
kids: in Cornwall, and in all our 
towns. Win or lose, come what 
may, I will never stop doing that. 
It’s my passion, and it’s what I 
believe in.

Chris Kramer
Cornwall

Editor’s note: The writer 
submitted this letter in time to run 
in the Jan. 19 edition — before the 
ACSD board made its appointment 
of a Cornwall resident to the board 
— but, unfortunately, we didn’t have 
room to squeeze it into that edition.

Kramer letter
(Continued from Page 4A)

Over the last few years, many 
of us have strived to provide the 
students of the Addison Central 
School District (ACSD) with a 
strong education. Undoubtedly, 
those who have worked hardest 
are the staff within each school, as 
well as the students themselves. 
During the worst of the pandemic, 
parents’ roles became significant in 
ways that were totally uncharted. 
Additionally, there have been 
the considerable efforts of 
Superintendent Peter Burrows, the 
central office staff, and the ACSD 
board members. Everyone, be they 
volunteers or paid staff, found 
their jobs and responsibilities more 
complex and stressful.

Simultaneously, some members 
of the community have steadily 
been engaged in working toward 
supporting the educational needs 
of, and goals for, the children 
we serve. In the recent letter 
by Peter Conlon, he chose to 
mischaracterize those efforts as 
“seeking to disrupt” and returning 
to “an unsustainable past.”

We would like to make it clear 
that the Save Our Schools (SOS) 
group, which began almost four 
years ago, has always had its focus 
on the future. We are steadfastly 
committed to our schools, our 
students and our communities. It is 
true that our vision has not always 
been in alignment with that of Mr. 
Conlon, but having different points 
of view should not be seen as a 

problem. When he speaks of the 
“culture of the board” as a “culture 
of unity,” what is meant? Is the 
entire board to nod their heads 
in a unison of acquiescence? A 
board made up of 13 individuals 
may strive to come to consensus 
on the big issues, but one would 
hope that is only achieved by 
hard questioning, true debate and 
difficult research. There is no point 
in having a board if all of those 
people serving on it are respected 
and valued only if they are in 
lockstep.

People from all seven district 
towns have stayed actively engaged 
in the future of our schools and our 
students since Act 46 consolidation 
arrived in 2016. Our concerns arise 
not from a whim but from strong 
conviction. A board responsible to 
all those seven towns needs to be 
open and willing to listen to the 
people of all of those communities. 
We live in a time of considerable 
change, and the ideas that seemed 
right even five years ago may no 
longer look like the best choices. 
Rather than a culture of unity on a 
board, we might suggest a culture 
of questioning, considering and 
listening. Our particular group 
began as a way to have dialogue 
around keeping more schools open. 
We never stood for keeping schools 
open no matter the cost. Fully 
embedded was — and is — our 
commitment to great education 
for all the students in this district, 

no matter where they live. That 
is what will make them strong as 
individuals and simultaneously 
make our communities strong as 
well. Various board members have 
at times accused our group of being 
divisive, but it is these words and 
actions that are clearly divisive. 
Serving on any board is an 
incredible commitment of time and 
energy and we have consistently 
voiced appreciation for that service 
even when we disagree. I hope 
that the board and administration 
likewise appreciates the time and 
energy of community members 
who stay engaged and involved, 
even when we disagree.

Our school district cannot 
be successful as long as many 
citizens’ voices are not considered. 
We have to make a conscious 
decision to choose collaboration 
over divisiveness. We have before 
us opportunities to extend an open 
invitation to everyone, regardless 
of perspective and opinions, 
to participate in the important 
decisions that lie ahead. When 
we have equity across the district, 
regardless of which town we live 
in, we will be able to come together 
to move forward as a strong, viable 
district.

Save Our Schools Executive 
Board

Millard Cox, Michele Fay, 
Ruth Bernstein, Tanya Scuteri 

and Laurie Cox

Letters to the Editor

Save Our Schools group shares educational values
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On behalf of everyone at HOPE 
— staff, constituents, board — a 
hearty thank you to the fabulous 
women who once again ran 
our holiday shop. Parents 
of over 500 children were 
able to select from new toys, 
books, games, and other 
gift items. Most of these 
children would otherwise 
have had little or nothing to open on 
Christmas morning.

The heart and soul of this shop is 
the dedicated group of women who 
spend countless hours soliciting 
gifts, setting up the shop, and 
overseeing its daily operation. Helen 
Haerle and Faith Parkins are the 
senior members of the group, having 
run the shop for decades. Gale Hurd, 
Connie Wagner, Patty McCormack 
and Martha Baldwin are also core 
members of the group who meet 
throughout the year to plan the 
shop and ensure we have the items 
needed. 

Set up was helped along this year 
by Jackie Ramsay, Donna Gilbert 
and Janet Mosurick. Eileen Bearor, 
aided by her husband Dave, made 
the shop shine with an amazing 

decorating job. Once again, Amy 
Graham oversaw the setting up of 
our book section, aided by Meg 

Baker, Asa Baker-Rouse, 
Martha Alexander and 
her daughters B and Thea 
Porter, Ari Graham-Gurland, 
Lia Robinson, Becca Orten, 
and Melody Berenbaum. 

We are grateful for all their help.
Deep thanks also to the 

many volunteers who filled 
shifts, assisting parents as they 
shopped. And thanks to the 
generous businesses, faith-based 
organizations, civic clubs, schools, 
and others who provided gifts, 

warm socks and hats, books, and 
family gifts, and to everyone who 
made financial contributions which 
we used to purchase items.

The parents who accessed 
the shop were so very pleased 
and grateful to be able to use it, 
especially this year when prices for 
toys and other gifts were sharply 
higher than just a few months ago. 

To each and every person who 
assisted, please know how much of 
a difference your caring and your 
gifts made.

Thank you.
Jeanne Montross

Executive Director

HOPE is thankful for all the community support

Notes
of appreciation
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TRADITION

Fleur A. Laslocky, 92, of Middlebury
MIDDLEBURY — Fleur 

Aylsworth Laslocky, a longtime 
resident of Middlebury, passed 
away on Jan. 15 at the age of 92. 
Fleur was born on Oct. 12, 1930, 
in Cleveland, Ohio, to Julia and 
Harold Aylsworth.

Fleur graduated from Cleveland 
Heights High School and briefly 
attended Ohio State University 
from 1948-50; she worked as 
a secretary at North American 
Aviation from 1951-56. While 
working at North American, Fleur 
reconnected with her long-distance 
teenage sweetheart, Russell 
Laslocky, whom she first met at 
her sixth birthday party. They were 
married in 1957. Shortly thereafter 
she continued her studies and 
graduated from Ohio State with a 
degree in English.

Russell and Fleur moved from 
Ohio to Riverside, N.J. in 1960. 
There, with Russell, she founded 
the Barn Arts Center, a renovated 
dairy barn that housed art classes 
and jazz concerts. The Barn Arts 
Center was one of her life’s chief 
delights. In 1968, Fleur, Russell, 
and their three children moved to 
Delaware, where they had a farm, 
and then in 1973, they moved to 
Shoreham, Vt., where they had a 
farm on Basin Harbor Road.

Fleur was deeply committed to 

FLEUR A. LASLOCKY

education: She taught art classes 
at Shoreham Elementary School 
and then substitute taught at 
Middlebury Junior High School. 
In 1982, she joined the staff of 
Middlebury College, where she 
worked for over 20 years — first 
as a secretary in the Language 
Schools and then in Inter-Library 
Loan, where she loved working 
side-by-side with students from 
all over the world, many of 
whom became like family to her. 
While working at the College, 
she relished taking art history and 
studio art courses, particularly oil 

painting. She collected art books 
her entire adult life — her library 
of hundreds of books on art ranging 
from the caves of Lascaux to John 
Singer Sargent was her pride and 
joy; she insisted on having her 
collection with her even after she 
lost her eyesight.

As an avid gardener, Fleur 
was deeply fond of tiger lilies, 
paperwhites, and peonies; each 
winter she carefully planned her 
order from Burpee in order to create 
flower gardens that will be enjoyed 
by her loved ones for years to 
come. She was also devoted to her 
many pets and found great comfort 
in them as her health declined. 
Her love of cooking will always 
be remembered — particularly her 
Hungarian chicken paprikash and 
her affection for Julia Child.

Fleur is survived by her husband 
of 65 years, Russell Laslocky 
of Middlebury; daughter Jenna 
Laslocky of Middlebury; son 
Stephen Laslocky of Singapore; 
daughter Meghan Laslocky and 
grandson Henry Sprague of 
Oakland, Calif.; and beloved cats 
Joko and Lily, also of Middlebury.

In lieu of flowers, memorial 
donations may be made to Addison 
County Home Health and Hospice, 
254 Ethan Allen Hwy, New Haven, 
VT 05472. ◊ 

Ilene ‘Pat’ Pope, 94, longtime Addison County resident

ILENE “PAT” POPE

RUTLAND — Those who 
knew Pat Pope would not be 
surprised to know that she was 
a feisty, determined child. The 
daughter of a butler from Ireland 
and a housemaid from the Gaspé 
Peninsula in Canada, she grew 
up in Millburn, N.J., tap dancing, 
helping her mother and father 
with chores around the house, and 
chasing annoying neighborhood 
boys up trees. She was very clear 
that her two least favorite chores 
were taking out the trash and 
plucking the chickens. She tried to 
avoid taking out the trash until her 
dying day.

She was the youngest of three 
children, born to James and Annie 
(Eden) Patterson on May 16, 
1928. Her formative years were 
dominated by the Great Depression 
and World War II. She often told 
stories about her father playing 
his fiddle with a glint in his eye 
and of her mother always having a 
hot meal, soap and a towel on the 
hob for any itinerant passing by. 
She remembered knitting socks for 
the boys overseas and seeing her 
brother go off to fight in the Navy.

Pat was a storyteller. Descended 
from two large families with the 
gift of the gab, she always had a 
tale to tell, mostly of the warmth 
and acceptance meted out at every 
family gathering. She carried on 
that tradition with her own family, 
and Pope family gatherings often 
involved friends and travelers and 
a lot of laughter. As she grew older 
she explored more of her family 
ancestry, and was delighted to learn 
about her forebears, who included 
some of the first settlers on Prince 
Edward Island and others who 
emigrated to France at the same 
time a Catherine de Medici. She 
was also very proud of her Irish 
roots, and was able to travel to 
Rockcorry, Ireland, her father’s 
birthplace, and see where he once 
lived.

Having been raised by two 
very enterprising and resourceful 
parents, Pat had a knack for 
making a silk purse out of sow’s 
ear. She became adept at making 
every house she lived in a true 
home, whether it was applying a 
fresh coat of paint or wallpaper, 
uncovering old stencils, sewing 
up curtains, reupholstering an old 
chair, or cutting off the legs of an 
old table to make it a coffee table. 
Walking into Pat’s home always 
brought a feeling of comfort (as 
long as you ignored the trash can). 
There was warmth, music, a pot of 
tea, and eclectic and cozy objects 
everywhere. She applied the same 
panache to her gardens.

She could squeeze more 
groceries out of $100 than anyone, 
and passed on her knack for bargain 
hunting to her children.

On Oct. 17, 1952, six months 
after meeting on a blind date, she 
married Charles H. Pope Jr. of 
Newark, N.J. The couple moved 
to Waitsfield, Vt., soon thereafter 
and ran a ski lodge, hobnobbing 
with the Pratts at Mad River Glen. 
Over the next nine years Pat and 
Chuck moved to Shelburne, then 
Charlotte, and had four children. 
While Chuck pursued his teacher 
certification, Pat worked as a nurse 
at the Elizabeth Lund Home for 
Unwed Mothers in Burlington, a 

job she loved. After relocating to 
Stockbridge, Mass., in 1962, Pat 
worked briefly as a psychiatric 
nurse at the Austen Riggs Center in 
Stockbridge. 

The Berkshires were an ideal 
place for Pat to cultivate her love 
of the arts with its music, theater, 
museums and artisans. She spent 
her years there keeping an eye 
on her children, immersing the 
family in as much cultural activity 
as possible, and working when 
she could. She sewed curtains 
for Country Curtains, managed 
a leather shop, and had several 
antique businesses. She also worked 
for Edith Wharton Restoration in 
Lenox, Mass., and told many tales 
of efforts to restore Wharton’s 
home, The Mount, and sharing 
that workspace with the spirited 
resident troupe Shakespeare & 
Company. 

In 1981 Pat and Chuck happily 
returned to Vermont, setting up 
house in Shoreham. She became 
the business manager at the 
Vermont State Craft Center at Frog 
Hollow. She has lived in Addison 
County ever since, and considered 
herself one of the very lucky 
people to live in this brave little 
state. She sold real estate, ran an 
antiques business, and published 
a children’s book before slowing 
down, just a little. Along with 
Ireland, she also went to Australia 
and took several trips to Mexico 
in her retirement. She lived in 
Shoreham, Whiting and Cornwall 
until, when no longer able to live 
alone, she relocated to Shard Villa 
in Salisbury. The last few months 
of her life were spent at Mountain 
View Center in Rutland.

In her 94 years of life, Pat rarely 
slowed down. She always had a 
project (or five) to keep her busy, and 
often she had projects for everyone 
else too, whether they had time for 
them or not. She bought old houses 
and fixed them up, she read a great 
deal, especially biographies. Faith 
was very important to her. She was 
a seeker, and pursued her faith in 
God throughout her life, often in 
unorthodox ways. 

She could be stubborn, and when 
a determined Pat knocked heads 
with her determined children it 
wasn’t always pretty, but in the 
end she was always her children’s 
champion, especially when it 
came to pursuing their creativity. 
She raised a beer- and winemaker, 
two artists, a childcare specialist 
and a college professor. All of 
her children and grandchildren 
have busy hands, creating in 
what ways they can, whether it’s 

knitting, pottery, or playing the 
saxophone. Without a doubt, she 
not only adored her grandchildren, 
she Believed in them, and often 
provided them with loving insight 
and advice through their most 
difficult times.

Her strength got her through 
abdominal surgery, breast cancer, 
COVID-19 and 17 years of 
Parkinson’s disease. Even when 
Parkinson’s had finally gotten 
the better of her, her mind was 
still sharp, and she weathered 
the frustration of her physical 
limitations with as much grace and 
determination as she could muster.

In the end, when she was finally 
tired of such a busy life and such 
a long battle with Parkinson’s, Pat 
went into hospice care and died on 
Jan. 18, 2023, at Mountain View, 
with her family by her side and the 
23rd Psalm in her ear. She lived 
through hard times, war, political 
upheaval, and uncertainty. She 
lived through FDR’s New Deal and 
Lyndon Johnson’s Great Society, 
watched with dismay Watergate, 
Iran Contra, and the Trump 
Presidency. She loved President 
Obama, David Brooks, The Red 
Sox and the PBS News Hour. And 
she always had faith that if she 
worked hard enough, things would 
get better. 

Pat is survived by her five 
children, Richard Pope, Johanna 
Vaczy (Doug Smith), Abbey Pope 
(Jeff Murawski), Melissa Eden, 
and Sarah Pope (John McCright); 
former sons-in-law Paul Vaczy 
(Barb Karle) and Ted Farrell; her 
grandchildren, Jeffrey Fournier, 
Charlie (Mayan White), Seth 
(Marlaina Rowell) and Dea Vaczy, 
Eliza (Andrew) McAvoy and 
Annie Murawski (Otto Magdanz), 
Fiona and Si Eden, and Emma 
and Sophie Pope McCright; two 
great-grandchildren, James and 
Willem, with a third on the way; 
and many nieces and nephews. 
She is also survived by two very 
special friends, Nancie Dunn (her 
unofficial sixth child), and Jeanne 
Marston. She was predeceased by 
her parents; her husband, Chuck; 
her siblings James Patterson and 
Muriel Brown; and her dear friend 
Maizie Hescock.

A celebration of her life will 
be held in June at a date yet to be 
determined.

The family thanks the numerous 
people and organizations who took 
care of Pat in the final years of her 
life, especially the staff at Shard 
Villa and Mountain View Center. 
We are ever-grateful for your care 
and compassion. ◊

Eleanor R. Brisson, 88, of Rutland and Shoreham
RUTLAND — Eleanor R. 

Brisson, 88, of Rutland and 
Shoreham, passed away on Jan. 
16, 2023, at RRMC after a brief 
illness with her family at her side. 
She was born on May 17, 1934, 
in Morrisville, Vt., the daughter of 
Ned and Nelda (Paquette) Russ.

Eleanor married Eugene Brisson 
in Shoreham, Vt., on Aug. 26, 1950. 
They were married 46 years before 
Gene died in 1996. Eleanor and 
Gene traveled during their first few 
years of marriage for Gene’s work. 
After settling in Shoreham, Eleanor 
began working in the apple industry. 
She and a partner eventually opened 
their own business that specialized 
in working with produce farmers 
and government agencies to 
arrange migrant worker travel and 
housing. After retiring at the age of 
75, Eleanor volunteered for court 
diversion, the Paramount Theater, 
the local library and many other 
organizations. 

ELEANOR R. BRISSON

Eleanor is survived by her 
brother, Richard Russ; daughter, 
Linda (Jordan/Butch) Atwood; son, 
John (Elizabeth Flynn) Brisson; 
daughter in-law, Terry (Bob) 
Douglas; granddaughter, Jennifer 
(Michael) Gunnell; grandsons, 

Brian (Peggy) Atwood, Craig 
(Michelle) Provencher, Kevin 
Brisson, Jim (Angel) Brisson; 17 
great-grandchildren, and one great-
great grandchild.

She is survived by sisters-in-law: 
Judy Russ, Lorraine Audet, Thelma 
(Dick) Buxton, Mary Esther 
Macfarlane and brother-in-law 
Armand (Pedie) Brisson as well 
as numerous nieces and nephews. 
Eleanor is predeceased by her 
parents, her husband, sons Jerry 
and Jim, brother Robert and sister 
Shirley.

A special thanks to her friends 
“The Clam Jaffrey” and lifelong 
friend Arnold Elithorpe. We wish 
to thank Dr. Carrie Wulfman for her 
dedication, and also the caring and 
compassionate staff at the RRMC 
oncology unit. Their care was 
greatly appreciated.

A Mass of Christian burial will 
be held at Christ the King Church 
at 11 a.m. on Saturday, Feb. 4. A 
celebration of life will be held at 
The Brandon Inn following the 
mass. There will be no calling 
hours.

In lieu of flowers a donation 
may be made to a charity of 
your choosing. A burial will take 
place in the spring of 2023 at St. 
Genevieve Cemetery in Shoreham. 
Arrangements are made by Clifford 
Funeral Home.◊

Helen Phelps Lathrop, 92, of Bristol
BRISTOL — Helen Phelps 

Lathrop passed away peacefully 
at Helen Porter Nursing Home on 
Dec. 11, 2022, at the age of 92. She 
was born May 18, 1930, on Brown 
Hill in Starksboro, Vt., as the 
second daughter of Alice Roberts 
Phelps and Leonard Phelps.

Helen married Lt. Commander 
Charles F. Lathrop on May 14, 
1971. He predeceased her on May 
20, 2006. She was predeceased by 
both parents, one sister, and two 
brothers. She is survived by four 
children, Stephan Tierney, Jonathan 
Tierney, Calvin Tierney, and Hanna 

(Jodi) Tierney; seven grandchildren; 
12 great-grandchildren; and close 
friends Betty and Barb.

An interment will be held at 
Randolph Veterans Cemetery at 
a later date. Donations in Helen’s 
honor can be made to the Bristol 
Rescue Squad.◊

DO YOU HAVE AN OPINION?
Email your Letter to the Editor to: news@addisonindependent.com

The Independent will publish 
paid obituaries and free notices 
of passing. Paid obituaries cost 
25 cents per word and will be 
published, as submitted, on the 
date of the family’s choosing. For 
those who do not wish to purchase 
an obituary, the Independent 
offers a free notice of passing up 
to 100 words, subject to editing 
by our news department. Photos 
(optional) with either paid obituaries 
or free notices cost $10 per photo. 
Obituaries may be emailed to 
obits@addisonindependent.com.

Submissions must be received 
by 11 a.m. on Wednesday for 
publication in the Thursday paper. 
Email obits@addisonindependent.
com or call 802-388-4944 for more 
information.

Obituary 
Guidelines

173 Court St. • Middlebury, VT
Roxanna Emilo

Broker/Realtor/Owner
Office: (802)388-4440   
Cell: (802)349-9837

EmiloVTRealEstate.com
emilovtrealestate@gmail.com

Let Us Sell or Find Your Roost!

BRISTOL - $130,000 
30 acres of beautiful mountain land. Two 
nice brooks come through a deer yard of 
hemlock trees. Various hardwoods scattered 
throughout the property including a 
sugarbush. Peaceful, tranquil and secluded. 
Endless opportunities. Includes survey and 
septic design, road upgrades in process. 
Actual taxes to be determined. Owner 
financing available.
MLS# 4886351  

VERGENNES - $300,000
1880 Vergennes home with spacious rooms 
throughout. 1,700 square feet of finished 
space, the first floor includes kitchen, living 
room, bathroom with laundry, a three season 
back porch with a mud room. Upstairs you 
will find three bedrooms and a bathroom 
and then there are stairs that go to the third 
partially finished attic for additional space. 
Wood floors throughout. Enjoy the back yard 
with two storage sheds. Easy Commute to 
Burlington or Middlebury.  
MLS # 4935661 
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254 Ethan Allen Highway, New Haven (Route 7)  |  P.O. Box 754, Middlebury 05753  |  802-388-7259  |  ACHHH.org 

Now offering skilled outpatient physical therapy and speech language pathology 
services close to home from the licensed professionals you know and trust!

Introducing… Addison County Outpatient Therapy

• Specialized services for patients living with Parkinson’s Disease (LSVT BIG and LSVT LOUD)
• Vestibular rehabilitation therapy.     • Gait and balance training.

• Motor re-education for patients with neurological deficits.
• Muscle strengthening and pain management following orthopedic injury or surgery.

Call now to schedule a complimentary 10 minute telephone call
to discuss how ACHHH can help you meet your lifestyle goals - Why Wait?

FUNERAL
MEMORIAL 
SERVICE
CREMATION
PRE-PLANNING    
 SERVICES

BROWN-McCLAY
FUNERAL HOMES

BRISTOL
802-453-2301

VERGENNES
802-877-3321

brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com

34 MAIN ST., 
SUITE 1

VERGENNES,
VT 05491

(802) 870-7170

 

Don’t miss out!Don’t miss out!
Schedule your Free 15 Minute 

Consultation Today!
All major insurances are accepted. Including: 

We service ALL makes
and models of hearing aids

Life is 
Worth

Listening
to.

George E. Cousino, 93, of Bristol
BRISTOL — George E. Cousino, 

93, died Saturday, Jan. 14, 2023, at 
the Converse Home in Burlington, 
Vt. He was born in Bristol, Vt., 
March 5, 1929, to the late Benjamin 
F. and Dora B. Cousino.

He attended Bristol Schools and 
worked on the family farm until 
1969, the year his father died.

He worked at Drake & Smith 
Company in the manufacturing of 
pine furniture. He later repaired 
furniture at his home as a hobby.

George was a very active 
parishioner of the St. Ambrose 
Catholic Church in Bristol, 
participating in various activities. 
He was a member of the Knights of 
Columbus Bishop F. Joyce Council 
10535. He received his Fourth 
Degree in an exemplification 
honoring Bernard W. Duke on 
March 25, 2001.

He was also a former member of 
the Lions Club.

He spent several years as a 
volunteer at Porter Hospital, where 
he delivered mail to the patients 
with whom he enjoyed visiting.

George spent eight years at the 
Converse Home in Burlington, 
where he was known as “The 
Weather Man.” He enjoyed 
announcing each day to the 
residents and staff the daily 
weather report. One of his favorite 

GEORGE E. COUSINO 

books was the “Farmers Almanac,” 
which he carefully read. His family 
named it “his Bible”.

George loved to visit, especially 
with his sister, Rita, who called 
him daily. He was also appreciative 
of receiving Holy Communion 
every Thursday from “the lady at 
the Cathedral.”

George was predeceased by his 
parents, Benjamin F. and Dora 
B. Cousino; his sister Evelyn; 
brother Charles, brother-in-law 
Ronald Fontaine, niece Lisa 
Fontaine and nephew Denis 
Fontaine. He leaves his sisters, 
Vivian Fontaine, Franklin, Mass., 
Rita Cousino, Albany, N.Y., and 

Lillian (John) Casavant, Albany, 
N.Y.; nephews Kenneth (Denise) 
Fontaine, Essex Junction, Vt., 
Bryan (Cindy) Fontaine, Franklin, 
Mass., Bruce Fontaine, Tempe, 
Ariz., and Stephen (Mary Teresa) 
Casavant, Rensselaer, N.Y.; nieces 
Theresa (Jonathan) Wright, Clover, 
S.C. and Nicole (Marc) Monty, 
Schenectady, N.Y.; and several 
grand and great-grandnieces and 
nephews and many cousins. He 
also leaves many friends, residents 
and staff at Converse Home.

A Mass of Christian burial will be 
held at 11 a.m., Saturday, Jan. 28, 
at St. Ambrose Catholic Church, 
Bristol, Vt. Visiting hours will be 
held on Saturday, Jan. 28, from 9 
to 10:30 a.m. at Brown-McClay 
Funeral Home in Bristol.

Those wishing to remember 
George in a special way may 
send a contribution to St. 
Ambrose Catholic Church (Caring 
Community Fund), 11 School 
St., Bristol, VT 05443; Knights 
of Columbus, Bishop Robert F. 
Joyce Council 10535, 11 School 
St., Bristol, Vt. 05443, or to Have-
A-Heart Food Shelf, c/o Alison 
Pouliot, Treasurer, 446 Hazel 
Drive, Bristol, Vt. 05443.

To send on-line condolences 
to his family, please visit www.
brown-mcclayfuneralhomes.com.◊

Lillian Victoria (Olson) Thomsen of Brandon
BRANDON — Lillian Victoria 

(Olson) Thomsen, of Brandon, 
Vermont, entered the Church 
Triumphant on Tuesday, Jan. 17, 
2023. She was a kindergarten 
teacher at Neshobe Elementary 
School for many years

Earl Albert Thomsen, her 
husband of 50 years, preceded her 
in death on March 17, 2005.

She is survived by two sons, 
Marcus W. Thomsen (Margaret N. 
Thomsen) and Karl J. Thomsen 
(Lisa Thal); two very special 
grandsons, Stephen H. Thomsen 
(Amanda R. Kennedy) and 
Michael R. Thomsen; and great-
granddaughter Lucy J. Thomsen.

One brother, Merwin Olson, also 
survives her.

A memorial service of 

LILLIAN VICTORIA (OLSON) 
THOMSEN

celebration of Lillian’s life will 
be held on Saturday, Feb. 25, at 

2 p.m., at St. Thomas Episcopal 
Church in Brandon, Vt. Visitation 
will begin at 1 p.m. prior to 
the service. Private graveside 
committal services and interment 
will take place at a later date in 
the family lot in the Forest Dale 
Cemetery, Forest Dale, Vt.

“Peace, Love and Joy to my 
family and friends.”

In lieu of flowers memorial 
donations in her name may be 
given to ELCA World Hunger, 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America, P.O. Box 1809, 
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009 or The 
Pittsford Food Shelf, 4181 Route 
7, Pittsford, VT 05763

Arrangements are under the 
direction of the Miller & Ketcham 
Funeral Home, Brandon, Vt. ◊

Patricia A. Murray, 64, of Barre
BARRE — Patricia Ann Murray, 

64, of Camp Street, the beautiful soul 
she was, passed away peacefully 
on Tuesday, Jan. 10, 2023, at her 
home after a courageous battle with 
urothelial carcinoma cancer of the 
kidney.

Born on Dec. 30, 1958, in 
Philadelphia, Pa., she was the 
daughter of Charles and Mary 
Murray. At a young age, Pat moved 
to New Jersey with her parents and 
siblings Charles, Cathy, and Deb. 
She had so many fond memories of 
growing up with her family, which 
she often shared with her coworkers 
and friends.

Pat’s passions were her devotion 
to her Christian faith, her family, and 
the insurance industry. In 1975 she 
joined a co-op high school program 
apprenticing young students in 
insurance in Audubon, N.J. At age 
16 Pat caught the insurance bug 
and by age 19 she had acquired 
her agent license. She formed her 
own Insurance Academy in New 
Jersey and was well on her way to a 
career that brought her to her place 
with Vermont Mutual Insurance 
Company and finally the State of 
Vermont Department of Financial 
Regulation, Insurance Professionals 
and Chartered Property Casualty 
Underwriters (CPCU) society. Her 
friends and colleagues were such a 
wonderful network of support and 
love to the very end.

In 2006, Pat met her beloved 

PATRICIA A. MURRAY

wife, Jennifer, and in 2009 they 
were married in Salisbury, Vt., on 
the shores of Lake Dunmore. Their 
journey together has taken them 
through some amazing adventures. 
They shared a love that surpassed 
their expectations. They built 
a beautiful network of friends, 
which will be Jenn’s support group 
through this difficult time without 
Pat. Jenn and Pat were very active in 
the Barre community, volunteering 
their spare time wherever they 
could help. The Vermont Corporate 
Cup, the International Association 
of Insurance Professionals (IAIP), 
American Red Cross, Boots N 
Balls, Bikers for Beth, and the 
March of Dimes were just a few of 
their projects.

Pat did everything with great 
gusto and enthusiasm. She was 
delighted to teach insurance to 
anyone who was willing to learn. 
She would plow through projects 
like a bull in a china shop! Pat 
worked with the Commissioner of 
Financial Regulation in developing 
and drafting proposed legislation. 
Most often her efforts left her 
colleagues wondering “what just 
happened?” Her kindness and 
compassion for others was her 
calling card. She had a sense of 
humor that was contagious and 
genuinely enjoyed by her family, 

friends, and colleagues. Many 
thanks to Kevin, Mary, Rose, Sheri, 
and so many more who helped 
Pat and Jennifer through this final 
journey. She loves you all.

Throughout her journey, Pat had 
an incredible support team and she 
wanted to thank all of them, her 
brother Charlie/Eve Murray, sister 
Cathy/Pete Conforit, niece Jenna/
Matt Kasznel and baby Jordan, 
Uncle Gene, cousins Nick, Bill, 
Laurie, Marie, Barbara, Betsy and 
Lorraine and their families, and 
her best friend, Maggie/Dennis 
Powers and also on Jennifer’s 
side, Bill (Dad) and Jan (Mom 
Dilworth), Steve and Faith 
Dilworth and family, Ted and Linda 
Lewis, Martie Muzzy, Pat and 
Taylor, Cathy and Jim Rubright, 
John Rubright, Joanna Scott, and 
Gregory and Jona and family as 
well as the Middlebury Bagel and 
Deli family.

In addition to her parents, she 
was predeceased by her sister, Deb 
and her Nana, Laurianne Pifani.

Pat’s own words “the dying 
always say, don’t cry for me, I am 
well now and will wait for you to 
join me.” — Desiderata, by Max 
Ehrmann (1872 -1945), a poem Pat 
always loved and tried to live up 
to in her life. Her legacy will live 
on through those she touched. Pay 
it forward. Job well done Pat, well 
done indeed! 

The service to honor and 
celebrate her life will be held on 
Saturday, Feb. 4, 2023, at 11 a.m. 
in the Hooker Whitcomb Funeral 
Home, 7 Academy Street, Barre. 
Family and friends may call an hour 
before the service at 10 a.m. For a 
memorial guestbook, please visit 
www.hookerwhitcomb.com

In lieu of flowers, memorial 
contributions may be made to 
the National Life Cancer Center 
Treatment Center, c/o CVMC, PO 
Box 547, Barre, VT 05641 www.
CVMC.org or to Sail Beyond 
Cancer Vermont, 136 Covington 
Lane, Shelburne, VT 05482 www.
sailbeyondcancervt.org or to The 
Rainbow Bridge Community 
Center, 81 North Main Street, 
Suite 2, Barre, VT 05641 www.
rainbowbridgevt.org. ◊

SPREAD THE WORD
calendar@addisonindependent.com

In Loving Memory
Of

Scott Alan Cousino

Oct. 6, 1970 - Jan. 28, 2005

“Those we love don’t go away.
They walk beside us every day.
Unseen, unheard, but always near. 

Still loved, still missed and very dear.”

Although it has been eighteen years, 
some days it seems like just yesterday. 

Our memories bring a smile to our 
faces, as we think of happier times.
You are missed more and more and 

Loved to the moon and back,
Your Family and Friends

(Loads of love to ALL of you who 
are now gone,

as we miss you every day)

John Betz
May 11, 1947 - January 22, 2023

S
“Always Faithful”

Avid golfer and traveler, amateur fly fisherman.
Adored Anna, their children and grandchildren.

Beloved friend to so many. 

Absent Friends Marine Toast
Remember those not here today,

And those unwell or far away,
And those who never lived to see

The end of war and victory.
And every friend who passed our way,

Remembered as of yesterday,
It’s absent friends we miss the most;

To all –let’s drink a loving toast.

From his friends at Middlebury Town & Gown
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WIMETT
TRADING COMPANY

802•465•4688

USED

Michael Jackman, 50 Years Experience 
David Wimett, 37 Years Experience
Mark Grant, 9 Years Experience

2668 Route 7 • Leicester, VT 05733 • wimetttradingco@gmail.com

Wimett Trading Company
at the Big White Barn in Leicester

802-465-4688 

2009 HONDA ACCORD EX-L, 
4cyl, auto, sunroof, loaded lllk miles

$10,995

AFFORDABLE, SAFE & RELIABLE
USED CARS AND TRUCKS

We also buy cars, 
locate specialty orders 

& consider consignments 
Call Dave for an appointment

2016 HONDA CIVIC EX-T,
auto, sunroof, loaded, only 26k miles!

$19,895

2019 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER LE
AWD, auto, loaded, third row seat,42k miles

$30,995

2017 FORD F150 SUPER CREW,
4X4, 6cyl turbo, Auto, 101k miles

$24,995 

More than  a decadeof delivering Quality!

x

2013 TOYOTA TACOMA REG CAB,
4X4, 4cyl, 5spd, cap, 209k miles

$12,995

S N O W B O U N D  S A L E !S N O W B O U N D  S A L E !
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Francis George Brown, 93, of Bristol
BRISTOL — Francis George 

Brown, 93, passed away Saturday, 
Jan. 21, 2023, at his home in Bristol.

He was born Feb. 19, 1929, in 
Weybridge, Vt., the son of Joseph 
E. Brown Jr. and Dorothy I. Tatro.

He served in the Korean War in 
the U.S. Army. He was a member of 
the Bristol American Legion Post 
19 and VFW.

Francis married Rita M. 
(Robidoux) Brown on June 22, 
1953, and she predeceased him on 
Oct. 21, 2020.

He was predeceased by his 
brothers Bernard and Robert; his 
sister Linda Ramsey; and Mitzi, 
beloved dog and great-granddog 
Gunner.

Francis is survived by a son, 
Ronald and his wife Betty Brown; 

FRANCIS GEORGE BROWN

two grandsons, Jody and Louis 
Brown: great-grandson, Hunter 

Brown all of Lincoln; three brothers, 
John (Joyce) of Bristol, James 
(Belinda) of Middlebury and Dan 
of Ferrisburgh; three sisters, Teresa 
(Joseph) Robidoux of Bristol, 
Rosie Brown of Bristol, Barbara 
(John) Saskiewicz of New York; 
brother-in-law Henry Ramsey; and 
several nieces and nephews.

Funeral services will be held 1 
p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 28, at Brown-
McClay Funeral Home in Bristol. 
Interment will be in Greenwood 
Cemetery in Bristol in the spring. 
In lieu of flowers contributions 
may be made to Addison County 
Home Health & Hospice, PO 
Box 754, Middlebury, VT 05753. 
To send online condolences to 
his family please visit www.
brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com.◊

Margaret Fenn Borden, 97, formerly of Middlebury
BOZEMAN, Mont. — “A 

luminous light remains where 
a beautiful soul has passed.” —
Antoine Boyeua

These words capture the essence 
of Margaret Fenn Borden — 
Margot, Mom, Grandma — who 
died peacefully at home, knowing 
she was greatly loved. At 97 
years old her cause of death was 
contentment in a full life.

Margot was born in Concord, 
Mass., to Roger and Eleanor Fenn 
on April 11, 1925. She lived right 
up until her last breath on Jan. 18, 
2023. 

She married Walter E. Borden III 
after graduating from the Concord 
Academy and Smith College. They 
had three children: Curt, Laurie 
and Sally. Her favorite time was as 
mom, when she could greet their 
children as they came home from 
school or play, watch them toss 
their belongings in disarray, always 
ready and rapt for their stories of 
the day. Everyone knew she made 
the best chocolate chip cookies.

In retirement, she and Walt, who 
died suddenly in 2006, explored 
the world in search of birds, beauty, 
and breath-taking moments. Her 
favorite quote, by Robert Herrick, 
was “gather ye rosebuds while ye 
may.” But she gathered simply to 
give away. She touched each person 
she met with a smile, humor, and 
grace — spreading good will in 
all her travels. Her postcards were 
coveted.

She was witty with words, 
delightful with doggerels and crazy 
for crosswords. Her connections 
and correspondence with family 
and friends were impeccable. 
Her secret to a long, good life 
was “keep moving.” She and 
Walt volunteered of themselves 
wherever they landed — The Red 

MARGARET FENN BORDEN

Cross, League of Women Voters, 
Libraries, Audubon, Recycling 
Programs. She was a patterner with 
children, French tutor, scout leader, 
Sunday school teacher, lighthouse 
docent and hostess extraordinaire.

Margot was a life-long 
Unitarian — but often found 
church on a family canoe ride or 
picnic. She loved all the people 
in the several congregations she 
joined, most recently Champlain 
Valley Unitarian Universalist 
Society in Middlebury, Vt. She 
lived in Massachusetts, New 
Jersey, Maryland, South Carolina, 
Georgia, Vermont and Montana — 
finding adventures in every home. 
She painted all the nooks and 
crannies of every place she dwelled 
with kindness.

Margot is predeceased by her 
parents, Roger and Eleanor Fenn; 
her brother, Abbott Fenn; her sister, 
Edith Hanly; and her husband, 
Walter Borden.

Margot is survived by her 
children, Curtis Borden, Laurie 
Borden (Richard O’Donohue) 
and Sally Borden; grandchildren, 

Justin Borden (Angel), Nissa 
Borden, Colin Ahearn (Marina 
Kessler), Haley Fenn Ahearn, 
“Bonus” Tara Filius (Jon), Joseph 
O’Donohue (Katie), Casey Francis 
(Tyler), Anna Buteau, and Kelsey 
Buteau. She will also be missed 
by many great- and great-great-
grandchildren as well as her sister-
in-law, Gale Hurd; nieces and 
nephews, Ethan Fenn, Jack Hanly 
(the late Pat), Nancy Mandas 
(Stephen); her brother-in-law, Peter 
Borden (Carolyn); and so many 
other family and friends special to 
her life.

Her last wishes were for us to 
“be happy and celebrate my life!” 
So please raise a tall glass of decaf 
iced coffee and say “Salut, Cheers, 
Here’s to a woman we will cherish 
always.” And make sure you dance.

Donations can be made to 
Palliative/EOLS Department at 
UVM/Porter, 115 Porter Drive, 
Middlebury, VT 05753; Homeward 
Bound, 236 Boardman Street, 
Middlebury, VT 05753; or Lake 
Dunmore Fern Lake Association – 
“ldfla.com”, PO Box 14, Salisbury, 
VT 05769.

We feel deep gratitude for the 
compassion shown by Dr. Maureen 
Sheehan at Bozeman Health; 
Enhabit Home Health & Hospice 
and Qualicare Care Givers in 
Bozeman; as well as for the ongoing 
support from the Palliative/EOLS 
Department at PMC in Middlebury

A graveside ceremony will be 
held at Sleepy Hollow Cemetery in 
Concord, Mass. — once the sun is 
warm, the flowers are fragrant and 
the birds are singing.

Arrangements are in the care of 
Dokken-Nelson Funeral Service. 
www.dokkennelson.com. To share 
memories, feel free to contact 
laurieborden2015@gmail.com.◊

Barbara Agnes Wade, 86, of Middlebury
MIDDLEBURY — Barbara 

Agnes Wade, age 86, went to be with 
her Lord and Savior on Saturday, 
Jan. 21, 2023, at the University 
of Vermont Medical Center in 
Burlington, with her loving family 
by her side.

Barbara was born in Worcester, 
Mass., on April 16, 1936. She was 
the daughter of Earl and Bronia 
(Maslowski) Anderson. She grew 
up in Worcester, where she received 
her early education and graduated 
from Commerce High School, class 
of 1954. On Nov. 17, 1956, she 
married Malcolm Brown Wade in 
Worcester. 

They moved to Middlebury in 
1966, where they raised their four 
children. She was very active at 
Valley Bible Church, of which 
she and Malcolm were part of the 
founding members. She loved to 
entertain her church family and all her 
children’s friends. After her children 
were grown, she spent much of her 
time caring for her elderly parents. 
She especially enjoyed spending 

BARBARA AGNES WADE

time with her grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. We would 
like to express our gratitude to her 
grandson, Joshua Wade, for taking 
such good care of her for the last 
few years.

She is survived by her daughter 
Brenda Wade and her fiancé Bobby 
Volk of Waterville, Vt.; her son 
Scott Wade and his wife Angie of 

Middlebury; her son Chuck Wade 
of Sudbury; and her daughter Susan 
Demers and her husband Paul of 
Concord, Vt. Ten grandchildren, 
eight great-grandchildren and 
several nieces and nephews also 
survive her. She was predeceased 
by her husband, Malcolm, on Jan. 
24, 2007, as well as her brother, Earl 
Anderson Jr., and a grandson, Ricky 
Beebe.

Sunday, Jan. 29, refreshments 
will be served at noon and a 
celebration of her life will began 
at 1 p.m., at Valley Bible Church 
in East Middlebury. Rev. Edward 
Wheeler, pastor, will officiate. A 
private graveside committal service 
and burial will take place at a later 
date in Farmingdale Cemetery in 
Middlebury.

Memorial gifts in lieu of flowers 
may be made in her memory to 
Valley Bible Church, 322 East Main 
St., Middlebury, Vt., 05753.

Arrangements are under the 
direction of the Miller & Ketcham 
Funeral Home in Brandon.◊

Otto John Betz III, 75, of Cornwall
 “Before the gates of excellence 

the high gods have placed sweat” 
— Hesiod

CORNWALL — Otto John Betz 
III, 75, known as Doppy, Otto, 
John, and O.J. to the many people 
who loved him, died surrounded 
by his wife and children on Jan. 
22, 2023, from pneumonia while 
battling pancreatic cancer. As 
always, he was in contact with 
his nine grandkids and made sure 
his football bets were in before he 
went up.

Doppy was born May 11, 1947, 
in Mineola, N.Y. He grew up in 
Garden City, N.Y., graduated from 
Kent School, Kent, Conn., (where 
he was the high scorer of the ice 
hockey team), and then briefly 
attended Boston University. After 
failing out of college in grand 
style, he attended Paris Island. He 
honorably served with his beloved 
United States Marine Corps in 
Vietnam from 1968-1969. He was 
wounded in action and earned two 
purple hearts. After convalescing 
for a year, he graduated from the 
University of Pennsylvania. 

He married his favorite wife, 
Anna, in 1971. Doppy worked for 
the Bank of New York for over 15 

OTTO JOHN BETZ III 

years, four of which were spent 
exploring pubs and golf courses 
while running the Bank of New 
York in London. In the mid 80’s, 
after tiring of the NYC commute, he 
made a switch to financial advising 
in their hometown of Garden City 
and retired from Morgan Stanley 
in 2009. He and Anna moved to 
Cornwall, Vt., where he loved 
being able to watch college sports 
just down the road. He was on the 
board of HOPE, volunteered for 
SCORE and was a member of the 
Middlebury Town and Gown.

Doppy and Anna loved exploring 
the world and their most recent 
trip was to Costa Rica, where they 
celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary (a couple COVID 
years late) with their entire family. 
Always an avid golfer, Doppy 
served as president of the Garden 
City Golf Club GC, N.Y., his 
favorite golf course. In addition 
to golfing and traveling, he loved 
fly fishing (never caught much), 
boat rides at his Adirondack family 
camp, dump runs, and giving his 
grandkids Doppy talks. He was 
also a wiz at making tacos dorado 
on the grill.

In addition to his wife, Anna, 
Doppy is survived by his children: 
Emily, Starksboro, Vt.; Otto 
IV (Billie), Holmdel, N.J.; and 
Bill (Sally), Darien, Conn.; nine 
grandchildren; and two brothers, 
Bob, Williston, Vt.; and Alex, 
Burlington, Vt.

In lieu of flowers please make 
donations to Porter Medical 
Center in Middlebury, Vermont, 
where Doppy and his family 
received exceptional care. www.
portermedical.org/donate/

A celebration of life will be 
held in the Spring when the Shad 
blooms.◊

MONTPELIER — As she begins 
her term, Secretary of State Sarah 
Copeland Hanzas plans to make 
civics education and engagement 
a major facet of her work. As part 
of this effort, she is creating a new 
position for the agency, Education 
& Civic Engagement Coordinator.

Secretary Copeland Hanzas 
acknowledges Jim Condos’s hard 
work to protect and preserve 
the integrity, transparency, and 
accessibility of our elections. She 
wants to build on that effort and 
move to a new phase of engagement 
with Vermonters of all ages.

“We need to recognize that 

sometimes people don’t vote 
because they don’t know how 
to vote, or they don’t know the 
candidates, or they are skeptical 
about whether their vote will 
make a difference,” said Copeland 
Hanzas. “That’s why the next phase 
of defending our democracy needs 
to be in education, awareness, and 
engagement.”

The new coordinator will work 
with the secretary and her team 
to create a civics curriculum for 
our schoolteachers, will engage 
with Vermonters on civics in their 
communities, and will build a voter 
guide for the 2024 General Election.

“Civics is more than the 
dry, boring three branches of 
government. Civics is also about 
being able to affect change, solve 
problems and make life better for 
all of us,” said Copeland Hanzas. 
“Individuals can only do so much 
on their own. Working together 
through civic participation allows 
us to accomplish more than any one 
person can do themselves.”

Interested applicants can view 
the job post on the Vermont careers 
page of the state’s website or can 
learn more about the position 
by contacting lauren.hibbert@
vermont.gov, 802-828-2124.

Vermont Civics & Engagement position created
New post to foster civics curriculum and resources statewide

CASTLETON — The dean’s 
and president’s list honorees at 
Castleton University for the fall 
2022-2023 semester were recently 
announced. The following students 
were named dean’s list. To qualify 
for this academic honor, the student 
must maintain full-time status and 
a semester grade point average of 
3.5:

Brandon: Emily Doty, Alia 

Edmunds, Emma Falquero, Julia 
Lee and Alexandra Williams. 

Bristol: Katherine Havey.
Bridport: Mikayla Robinson. 
Leicester: Jordyn Bessette, 

Morgan LaPorte and Katherine 
Ripley. 

Lincoln: Branden Reynolds.
Middlebury: Lacey 

Greenamyre, Rosalie Nop and 
Griffin Schneider.

New Haven: Jocelyn Bolduc.
Orwell: Carson Babbie, 

Rhiannon Kravetsky, Allison 
Lanthier, Branden Ronchetti and 
Mia Thebodo. 

Salisbury: Alanna Trudeau.
Sudbury: Audrey Knapp. 

Whiting: Brooke Bertrand, 
Brandi Leno, Jocelyn Noble and 
Morgan White. 

In addition, the following local 
students were named to Castleton’s 
president’s list with GPAs of 4.0:

Brandon: Molly Fisher, 
Timothy Kittler, Alexander Polli 
and Miranda Stoutes.

Bristol: Timea Kasa, Jessalyn 
Murray and Molly Murray.

Cornwall: Brian Paquette.
Orwell: Veronica Redondo and 

Natalie Rockwell.
Starksboro: Jack Eickenberg.
Vergennes: Payden Garthaffner, 

Mauri Simonds and Courtney 
Szczesniak.

ADDISON  COUNTY

School Briefs
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2023 Rebates 
for Your Home
If you’re planning on improving the efficiency of your home or apartment 
this year, take a look at Efficiency Vermont’s residential offers, including:

Air Sealing and Insulation 

• 75% off weatherization project costs, up to $5,000 (completed by an Efficiency 

Excellence Network contractor)

• DIY weatherization: $100 back on select do-it-yourself projects  

Heating, Cooling, and Water Heating  

• Air-source heat pumps: discounts starting at $350 + income bonus 

• Ground source heat pump: up to $2,100/ton + $500 income bonus 

• Smart thermostats: $100 rebate for select ENERGY STAR models  

• Water heaters: $300-$600 for select heat pump water heaters + $200 income 

bonus  

• Window air conditioners: $100 rebate for select ENERGY STAR models

• Wood pellet furnaces & boilers: $6,000 rebate 

• Wood and pellet stoves: $400 discount at select retailers  

Electric Vehicles

• Up to $6,500 in local incentives and up to a $7,500 federal tax credit 

ENERGY STAR® Appliances

• $200-$400 rebates on heat pump clothes dryers, $25-$40 for dehumidifiers  

Lighting

• $100 rebate for qualifying LED fixtures for indoor growing, plus discounts on 

select ENERGY STAR® LED fixtures at participating retailers

• Free Energy Savings Kit full of LEDs and water-saving devices while supplies last! 

Income-based Assistance 

• Free lighting, appliances, energy consultations, and more —  

visit efficiencyvermont.com/free-products to see if you are eligible 

All rebates are subject to availability and eligibility. 
Visit www.efficiencyvermont.com/rebates for the most up-to-date information. 

Not sure where to start?
Sign up for a FREE Virtual Home Energy Visit!

Call 888-921-5990 to learn more

Additional rebates may also be available from your electric or gas utility.
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Climate matters
Perspectives on Change

35th in a series
By MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE 
STUDENTS

Founded by students in 2003, 
the Knoll, Middlebury College’s 
educational garden, has become a 
vitally important center of climate 
justice, resiliency, education and 
community nourishment. At the 
Knoll, people flourish as much as 
food; connection between students 
and the wider community becomes 
reciprocal; and learning, service 
and transformation occur daily. 
The Knoll’s 20th anniversary 
is in 2023, and in honor of this 
upcoming celebration and all that 
has become over the past 20 years 
we would like to share what we 
love about the Knoll. 

The Knoll’s story is one 
of commitment. Volunteers 
composed of students and 
community members created 
the garden from the ground up. 
Dedicated students, faculty, and 
staff have kept the garden growing 
for the last 20 years with immense 
labor, love, and generosity. Over 
100 student interns have tended 
the land through the seasons, 
overseen by three consecutive 
Food and Garden Educators and 
countless student volunteers 
during the school years. 

If you haven’t been, we 
encourage you to take a stroll 
around. Right off the Trail 
Around Middlebury and Route 
125, the Knoll is a beautiful spot 
on a hill, surrounded by a green 
marshy expanse and flanked by 
views of Middlebury College to 
the east and the Adirondacks on 
the western horizon. Feel free 
to meander through the garden, 
smell the flowers and harvest from 
the Grazing Garden — the circular 
garden dedicated to communal 
nourishment. Rooting in place is 
fundamental to understanding, and 

our words can only do so much to 
represent the Knoll. This place 
radiates love. 

Food and Garden Educator 
Megan Brakeley ’06 and a group of 
student interns oversee the Knoll 
spring, summer and fall. Volunteer 
hours are offered multiple times 
a week in the spring and fall, and 
last year, students filled nearly 300 
sign-up slots. These devoted hands 
nourish a garden that provides for 
the college community through 
a partnership with dining halls 
and Crossroads Cafe. The garden 
also provides for the greater 
community through community 
partnerships, including Helping 
Overcome Poverty’s Effects 
(HOPE) and the Nulhegan Food 
Security Project.  In 2021, HOPE 
distributed more than 3,000 
pounds of produce grown at the 
Knoll, 1,000 pounds more than the 
preceding year. For the Nulhegan 
Food Security Project, the 
Knoll grew about 300 pounds of 
produce, in both 2020 and 2021. 
The Knoll also has a longstanding 
partnership with Cornwall’s 
elementary school, welcoming 
third-graders weekly for five 
weeks each fall, engaging them in 
gardening, soil ecology and more. 

The Knoll is also a site of 
restoration, providing space for 
the betterment of students’ mental 
and physical wellbeing. In 2021 
36 students received PE credits 
through volunteer hours at the 
Knoll. It’s one of Middlebury 
College’s most popular places for 
students to move their bodies in 
ways that feel good while being 
outside and engaging with their 
landscape and working toward 
feeding the community. 

The Knoll has also become 
an important gathering site for 
the college community. In 2020 
the garden hosted 25 events 

and 32 days of educational 
programming. In 2021, over 
55 official college events were 
hosted at the garden. Knoll staff 
also plant and manage an annual 
experiment for 40 students in a 
Natural Science Environmental 
Studies lab class. The Knoll 
reaches the larger Middlebury 
College community by hosting 
or assisting with events such as 
reunions, Fall Family Weekends, 
Bread Loaf Commencement, 
Language Schools, Alumni 
College, MiddView, Early Arrival 
programs and others. In the 
summer of 2022, the School of 
Abenaki held class at the Knoll, 
and marked the beginning of a 
partnership through ceremony and 
plantings of sweetgrass.

As Middlebury students, many 
of us pride ourselves on attending a 
school that is awake to the intensity 
of the climate crisis. We choose 
Middlebury and Vermont because 
we are biologists and activists, 
artists and gardeners, builders and 
collaborators who crave a place to 
share, learn, and serve resilience. 
The Knoll is where students 
can come together through our 
differences, speak truthfully and 
do work that directly impacts our 
fellow students, staff and local 
community. Justice is rooted in 
listening, acting with heart and 
gaining genuine comprehension 
of context. Many students choose 
to go to the Knoll because it offers 
a place to truly practice climate 
justice and find community in the 
midst of the climate crisis.   

Middlebury College students 
have demonstrated a growing 
interest in learning about food 
systems in the classroom, as well. 
Since creation in 2020 of the 
Food Studies minor 20 students 
have declared and eight more 
intend to, according to the Food 
Studies Department. In addition, 
10 students are pursuing or have 
completed Independent Scholar 
tracks on food-related subjects. 
Extracurricularly, hundreds of 
students have engaged with local 
food issues through Weybridge 
House, on Weybridge Street. An 
average of 40 students gather there 
weekly for community dinners, 
while over 200 students come to 
the Weybridge Feast each year. 
These meals are open to the whole 
Middlebury community, and 
consist of produce grown within 
30 miles, much of which comes 
from the Knoll. 

There is clear demand for 
engagement with food justice 
from students. We know that 
food lies at the center of climate, 
labor, economic, political and 
social issues. Studying food 
systems is an avenue to gaining 
an interdisciplinary understanding 
of the world. As climate change 
exposes the faults in our food 
production systems, students 
are realizing that reimagining 
those systems is vital to building 
resilient communities. This 
growing student interest stresses 
how food is not just a conversation 
for agricultural schools and 
programs, but also vital for each 
of us every day. 

The Knoll is also an important 
BIPOC affinity space. In the 
U.S., the violent processes of 
colonization and slavery have 
deeply impacted agriculture and 
food systems.  Simultaneously, 

there is a pressing need to 
acknowledge and honor the 
agricultural roots of many Black, 
Indigenous and other people 
of color, and foster exploration 
and reconnection with students’ 
personal and ancestral histories to 
land and food. 

The Knoll has consistently 
emerged as a central space for 
students to hold this history 
and imagine what the future 
of our food systems might 
look like. In community, the 
Knoll is co-creating a space 
that allows us to dive into the 
complexities of imagining futures 
where co-existence, solidarity, 
and justice are abundant. The 
numerous BIPOC affinity spaces 
organized by Megan Brakeley, in 
collaboration with the Anderson 
Freeman Center (AFC) and the 
Nulhegan Band of the Abenaki 
point to the interdisciplinary, 
hands-on work underway at the 
Knoll. 

Among other BIPOC affinity 
and focused events, the Knoll 
hosts First@Midd gatherings 
in the beginning of academic 
years; held space for a bouquet 
making workshop for the AFC’s 
“Bridgerton Bunch,” an affinity 
space for women and femmes 
of color on campus; and hosted 
a Kimchi making workshop 
with RAISINs. A field trip was 
also coordinated to Soul Fire 
Farm in New York state, an 
Afro-Indigenous community 
farm committed to decolonizing 
and seeding sovereignty in the 
food system. These all point 
to the community-connected 
experiential learning to which the 
Knoll is dedicated. In a state where 
BIPOC representation in farming 
and agriculture is limited, taking 
up space in the garden has opened 
doors for many BIPOC students 
to explore environmentalism 
and community building while 
breaking down perceptions 
of who belongs on farms. The 
Knoll’s interdisciplinary focus 
on food and organizing gives 
many BIPOC students on campus 
a radical space to feel joy and 
learn skills to benefit whole 
communities. 

The Knoll’s 20th anniversary 
will be celebrated throughout 
2023. It is truly remarkable how 
much the Knoll has grown over 
the past two decades through 
dedication, collaboration and 
resilience. We look forward to 
inviting alumni who helped create 
the Knoll, past student interns 
who have cared for the land, and 
the many community members 
without whom the Knoll would not 
exist to join in these celebrations. 
We will invite more Middlebury 
community members to the Knoll 
to observe this abundance with us, 
and we seek community support 
and excitement as we make these 
plans. We look forward to the 
ways the Knoll can continue being 
a site of nourishment, education, 
gathering, and joy for many years 
to come.

—————
This column was written by 

Aria Bowden, Claire Contreras, 
Viv Merrill, Hannah Laga Abram, 
Andrés Oyaga, Lauren Gemery 
and SJ O’Connor, all of whom are 
seniors at Middlebury College, 
except for O’Connor, who is a 
junior.

The Knoll: A place of nourishment & wellbeing

VERMONT — The Governor’s 
Institutes of Vermont (GIV) has 
just opened applications for the 
2023 offerings of its residential 
summer programs. Passionate 
Vermont 9th-, 10th-, and 11th-grade 
students are invited to apply. GIV 
Institutes take place on Vermont 
college campuses and give their 
attendees the opportunity to dive 
deep into a topic of interest for an 
intensive 1-2 weeks. Each Institute 
is focused around a career-oriented 
topic including Arts, Engineering, 
Entrepreneurship, Environmental 
Science & Technology, Global 
Issues & Youth Action, Health & 
Medicine, Mathematical Sciences, 
and Technology & Design.

At GIV, students learn from 
industry professionals, participate in 
hands-on projects, and explore career 
options — all while having fun and 
making friends. These programs 
are designed to be affordable to all 

Vermont families with scholarships 
that allow students to pay as little as 
$10 to attend.

“(My child} gained more 
confidence, made excellent 
connections, and tried new things at 
Governor’s Institutes of Vermont,” 
said one parent of a 2022 Arts 
student. “The confidence they had in 
themselves after being there cannot 
be overstated.”

Last summer was one of GIV’s 
biggest years ever, welcoming 487 
students from 72 high schools. This 
year, for its 40th anniversary, the 
organization plans to serve even 
more students and reach young 
people from all corners of Vermont.

To learn more about GIV’s 2023 
summer Institutes, visit https://giv.
org or email hello@giv.org with any 
questions. Students can visit www.
giv.org/apply to fill out a simple 
application now. The deadline is 
March 31.

GIV application deadline March 31

Yum, suet
A MALE RED-BELLIED woodpecker feasts on suet at a feeder 

in Weybridge. Once a rare sight in Vermont, these colorful 
avians are now spotted fairly frequently, especially if suet is on 
the menu.

Photo by Susan Humphrey
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MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 
police helped Counseling Service 
of Addison County officials with a 
client who had been experiencing 
a mental health crisis in the Main 
Street area on Jan. 17.

In other action last week, 
Middlebury police enforced the 
overnight winter parking ban in 
downtown on Jan. 16, 18, 19 and 
23, and officers also:

• Responded, with other 
regional agencies, to a 
commercial-vehicle crash on 
Route 125 in Ripton on Jan. 16. 
Police reported some people 
involved in the crash sustained 
non-life-threatening injuries.

• Helped a local elderly person 
who had been targeted by phone 
scammers on Jan. 16.

• Responded to a hit-and-run 
accident involving two vehicles 
on Route 7 South on Jan. 16.

• Interviewed a person who 
believed they were being 
followed while shopping in the 
Washington Street area — and in 
Burlington — on Jan. 16.

• Notified the local game 
warden about some aggressive 
dogs loose in the Chipman Hill 
area on Jan. 16.

• Investigated a report of a 

ADDISON COUNTY — Two 
people were sent to the hospital 
— one by helicopter — after their 
car went off Route 30 in Cornwall 
and hit a tree this past Thursday 
morning.

The weather was icy and the 
roads were wet when Vermont 
State Police were called on Jan. 
19 at about 11 minutes after 7 
a.m. to a one-car crash on Route 
30 a few hundred yards before 
the Middlebury town line. Police 
reported that Carl Anderson, 57, 
of Sudbury was driving a 2013 
Toyota Corolla southbound on 
Route 30 when the car crossed the 
center line briefly then then went 
off the road on the southbound 
side. 

The Corolla apparently went 
airborne before striking a tree and 
landing on its roof. Troopers said 
that speed and road conditions 
were factors that contributed to 
the crash. 

State and Middlebury police 
rushed to the scene, as did 
Middlebury Fire and Rescue, 
Middlebury Regional EMS and 
Bristol Rescue. 

Anderson, who police said was 
not wearing a seat belt, was flown 
by LifeNet Helicopter to UVM 
Medical Center for suspected 
major injures. Anderson asked 
that the hospital not release his 
condition to the public. A seat 
belted passenger, 55-year-old 
Joann Anderson of Sudbury, 
was taken to Porter Hospital for 
treatment of suspected minor 
injuries. 

Route 30 was closed for 
approximately one and a half 
hours due to the crash.

Vermont State Police remind 
drivers that wearing seatbelts 
helps save lives and urge people 
to drive according to weather 
conditions. 

Route 30 wasn’t the only 
local road closed by state police 
in the last week. Route 22A in 
between Routes 125W and 17W 
in Bridport was closed between 
around 3:30 and 5:30 a.m. on Jan. 
20 due to a multiple-vehicle crash 
involving a tractor-trailer, several 
cars and utility poles with wires 
down. State officials noted that 
the roads were icy because of the 
recent snowfall, but did not give 
any more details on the crash.

Snowy, wet road conditions 
were noted later that day when 
state police responded to two-
vehicle crash on Route 7 near 
the intersection of Route 22A in 
Ferrisburgh. Troopers report that 
a 2010 Mercedes Benz driven 
by Alexandre Elvitsky, 69, of 
Vergennes was southbound on 
Route 7 behind a 2017 Chevy 
Silverado pickup driven by 
Michael Breen, 72, of Bristol 
when the pickup stopped for a 

Police help with mental health crisis

Police Log
Middlebury

stolen sweatshirt in the John 
Graham Court neighborhood on 
Jan. 16.

• Responded a report of a 
person walking in the middle of 
Court Street Extension on Jan. 
17.

• Received a report of a driver 
striking and damaging a mailbox 
off Dwire Circle on Jan. 18.

• Assisted state police on Jan. 
18 in booking a New Haven 
man who had been taken into 
custody for six outstanding arrest 
warrants.

• Conducted a welfare check 
on a Munger Street resident on 
Jan. 18.

• Investigated a report on Jan. 
18 of alleged “ongoing retail 
thefts” from a Court Street 
Extension store.

• Investigated a disorderly 
conduct complaint at a North 
Pleasant Street business on Jan. 
19.

• Assisted state police at the 

scene of a car crash on Route 30 
on Jan. 19.

• Responded to a report of a 
homeless person who had been 
loitering at a Court Street gas 
station for about four hours on 
Jan. 20.

• Received a report on Jan. 20 
of someone stealing and altering 
a check belonging to an East 
Middlebury resident.

• Got mental health assistance 
for a local resident on Jan. 20.

• Assisted state police at the 
scene of a truck crash on Route 
22A on Jan. 20.

• Responded on Jan. 21 to a 
report of an injured deer in the 
Quarry Road area that had likely 
been struck by a vehicle.

• Assisted state police with a 
tractor-trailer truck that had slid 
off Route 30 in Cornwall on Jan. 
21.

• Helped a local person who 
had been receiving unwanted 
phone calls on Jan. 22.

• Helped Vermont State Police 
defuse a dispute at the Sugar 
House Motel on Route 7 North 
on Jan. 23.

• Assisted a local resident with 
a stalking complaint on Jan. 23.

MEMBERS OF MIDDLEBURY Heavy Rescue, along with other first 
responders. attend to a Toyota Corolla that crashed into a tree off 
Route 30 in Cornwall on Jan. 19. The driver and passenger were 
taken to hospitals, and the road was closed for an hour and a half 
while the people were removed and the scene cleaned up.

Photo courtesy of Vermont State Police

Route 30
crash sends 
two to the
hospital

red light and the Mercedes failed 
to stop, striking the rear end of the 
truck. No injuries were reported. 
State police issued Elvitsky a 
ticket for following too closely, 
which carries a $220 fine and 
three points on his insurance.

In other recent activity, state 
police:

• On Jan. 18 at around 12:40 
p.m. responded to an anonymous 
tip on the whereabouts of 
Randy McEntee, 27, of South 
Burlington, who was wanted for 
six outstanding warrants from 
South Burlington. Troopers 
located McEntee at the Sugar 
House Motel in New Haven, took 
him into custody without incident 
and transported him to the 
Middlebury Police Department 
for processing. Police then took 
McEntee to Addison County 
Superior Court, Criminal 
Division, for arraignment.

• On Jan. 21 at 8:46 p.m. three 
troopers responded when a car 
crashed into a house on Leicester-
Whiting Road at the intersection 
of Memoe Road. Police said 
Storm Brown, 23, of Whiting 
had been driving the 2004 Saab 
that crashed into the house, and 
that Brown showed signs of 
impairment. They cited Brown for 
refusing to take an evidentiary test 
for driving under the influence, 
negligent driving and reckless 
endangerment. Brandon Rescue 
took Brown to Porter Hospital for 
suspected minor injuries.

Troopers were assisted by the 
Brandon Fire Department and 
Leicester Service Central Towing.

Police closed Leicester-

Whiting Road for about three 
hours because of the crash and for 
a suspected gas leak.

• On Jan. 23 at 8:40 p.m. 
responded to a report of multiple 
discharges of a firearm at the 
intersection of Leicester-Whiting 
Road and Swinington Hill Road 
in Leicester. Police looked 
into the report and determined 
that Christopher Bridgmon, 
37, of Leicester was at a home 
in violation of court orders. 
In addition, state police said 
Bridgmon also had an active 
warrant for his arrest. 

Troopers arrested Bridgmon 
and took him to Marble Valley 
Regional Correctional Center 
and cited him for violation of 
conditions of release.

The circumstances surrounding 
the firearm discharges are still 
under investigation. Anyone who 
may have information about 
this incident is asked to contact 
Trooper Brandon Slaney of the 
New Haven barracks at 802-388-
4919. Information can also be 
submitted anonymously online at 
vtips.info or by texting CRIMES 
(274637) to Keyword: VTIPS.

• On Jan. 23 at 10:30 p.m. state 
police returned to the Sugar House 
Motel in response to a 911 hang-
up call. After investigating, police 
report that Tionna Young, 23, of 
New Haven violated her court-
ordered conditions by having 
contact with a protected person. 
Police arrested Young, took her to 
the New Haven barracks and cited 
her for violation of conditions of 
release.

SPREAD THE WORD Email it to: news@addisonindependent.com

This informational campaign is organized and paid for 
by the MAUSD Community Engagement Committee

Dear members of the MAUSD community,

MAUSD community voters made it clear last 
November that a merger between our District 
and Addison Northwest is not the preferred 
way to address the demographic and fiscal 
challenges facing our schools. Vermont’s 
tax burden, high cost of living, aging 
population, and lack of affordable housing 
have resulted in a significant decline in our 
student population at a time when costs are 
rising. Fewer students do not translate into 
lower costs, but rather fewer educational 
opportunities for our children because of 
the way the current Vermont school funding 
formula works. Despite the challenges, our 
community prefers smaller schools, local and 
transparent decision-making, and equitable 
transportation, among other things. 

This rather bleak path can be changed, and 
the MAUSD Board is committed to engaging 
with our community to develop solutions 
that are innovative, forward-looking and 
not simply reactive. According to Gov. Scott, 
Vermont currently has a “once-in-a-lifetime” 
opportunity to create better jobs and a well-
trained workforce to go with it; to even out 
the disparities between rural and less rural 
parts of Vermont; to make our educational 
system the “best in the nation”; and otherwise 
to take steps to attract families to our state 
and thereby ease the challenges faced by 
our schools. There are many positive signs: 
the rate of decline in student enrollment is 
slowing; people are moving into the state 
for environmental reasons and a shift in 
how people work; as much as $600 million 
in new dollars has been dedicated by the 
state for improved infrastructure (including 
broadband); last year alone, more than 800 
units of affordable housing were constructed, 
with another 800 under development; the 
legislature is actively considering reform 
of how we fund our educational programs 
and facilities improvements; investment in 
childcare has risen over 30 percent in recent 
years; to name a few. 

In this broader context, the question becomes 
how is this relevant to MAUSD and how 
can the MAUSD Board and our community 
contribute? There are several concrete steps 
to be undertaken, including:

First, approving the FY 2024 proposed school 
budget.  Despite a projected 12% in health 
care premiums and other cost increases due 
to inflation, and a reduction of students, 
this budget positions us to address future 
capital needs, continue the programming 

we currently offer, and avoid a significant tax 
increase.

Second, committing to implementing the 
recommendations made by consultant Nate 
Levenson on instituting a district-wide cost-
effective mindset, which includes an in-depth 
analysis of current positions and ways to 
reorganize roles and responsibilities in a way 
that serves kids better and saves money, not 
just in 2023-24, but for years beyond. This may 
include providing principals with significantly 
strengthened roles and more autonomy 
related to staffing, supervision, and budget 
development.

Third, continuing to seek ways to collaborate 
with other neighboring districts in order 
to expand learning and extra-curricular 
opportunities for students, especially at 
the middle and high school levels, and 
making the best possible use of advanced 
technologies and educational practices.

Fourth, looking to build and strengthen 
systems, structures and practices that foster 
more transparent and regular two-way 
communication with the community.

Fifth, proactively addressing declining 
enrollment concerns by working with 
community town planners to increase the 
availability of reasonably priced housing, and 
using educational and other resources to 
increase access to affordable birth through 
age 4 childcare, as has been done in other 
Vermont communities.

We cannot predict the details of how the 
future of our district will play out because of 
the many variables, such as healthcare costs, 
tax yields, legislative changes, spending 
thresholds and enrollment trends. What 
is apparent, however, is that if we all work 
collaboratively and proactively, then equity, 
opportunity and positive outcomes in our 
schools are within our grasp.

The MAUSD Board is responsible for engaging 
with the community to help ensure that 
our local schools remain among the best to 
be found, and your continued support and 
participation in this process is very much 
needed and appreciated. Please direct 
any comments, suggestions, concerns or 
questions to our Chair, Dawn Griswold (dawn.
griswold@mausd.org), or Vice-chair, Krista 
Siringo (krista.siringo@mausd.org).

Respectfully,

MAUSD Board of Directors

January 2023

“The best education system in the country; resilient kids and thriving families; 
clean water, and a healthier planet; strong communities with good jobs, 
affordable homes, and vibrant downtowns in every corner of our state.”
  — Governor Phil Scott, January 5, 2023
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Stafford Technical Center ATE
COMMERCIAL DRIVERS LICENSE TRAINING PROGRAM

A high-paying and in-demand career as a professional truck driver 
is waiting for you just down the road in West Rutland. Convenient, 

in-person Saturday classes and flexible behind-the-wheel 
scheduling time lets you keep your current job while turning winter 
training into a new professional career. And we now offer an online 

classroom-theory option for students who want to complete 
this FMCSA requirement completely online. Seats fill quickly, so 
act now to reserve your spot in our professional driver training. 

program. We have rolling admission so students can go from 
application to enrollment in just ten days!

FOR REGISTRATION MATERIALS CALL (802) 770-1178 OR         
GO TO STAFFORDONLINE.ORG FOR COURSE DETAILS 

COVID-19 vaccine clinics available throughout 
Addison County through March 31st. 

Please call 
Mountain Community Health 

(formerly Mountain Health Center) 
for more information at 

(802) 453-5028. 
MCH will be offering Pfizer Bivalent Boosters for 

all ages 5+.  

Boosters are FREE 
NO INSURANCE REQUIRED. 

Still Not Vaccinated?
Need a Booster?

**  Walk-in COVID-19 vaccinations available this Saturday, Jan. 28,  
9AM – 12 noon at Mountain Community Health, 61 Pine St. Bristol. 

By MARIN HOWELL 
VERGENNES — Last week, for 

the first time in three years, more 
than 100 local firefighters gathered 
at the Eagles Club in Vergennes for 
the annual meeting of the Addison 
County Firefighters Association. 

First responders clearly enjoyed 
being together in-person again, 
with laughter punctuating the 
evening’s program celebrating 
past achievements and honoring 
those who have dedicated their 
time to serve the Addison County 
community.

The Jan. 18 gathering was a return 
to the tradition of congregating 
at the club after a couple years of 
holding the event in alternative 
formats during the pandemic. 
The event itself was full of other 
traditions, from the ACFA honor 
guard’s presentation of the colors 
to the ringing of the bell ceremony 
that memorialized firefighters in 
the county who had died in the past 
year and called them home for the 
last time. 

However, there was a specific 
tradition upheld by the association 
that Vermont Deputy Commissioner 
of Public Safety Daniel Batsie 
commended during his comments 
to the crowd. That was the 
association’s commitment to serving 
its community. 

 “Thank you for preserving 
the very important tradition of 
volunteerism here in Vermont and 
paving that pathway with the fire 
service,” he said. “I want to applaud 
you for preserving that tradition, 
preserving the thing that so many of 
us gather together for. This is what 
it’s all about and that is what will 
sustain us going forward.”

Haley Pero, outreach coordinator 
at the Office of U.S. Sen. Bernie 
Sanders, shared with the crowd a 
message from Sen. Sanders that 
thanked ACFA members for their 
efforts to ensure that commitment 
to service continues in future 
generations. 

“I appreciate you showing 
young people in Addison County 
what public service looks like and 
for inspiring them to join the fire 
service,” Pero said. 

The roll call at the meeting 
recorded 140 firefighters 
representing 15 of the county’s 17 
departments. A handful of those 
attendees were recognized for 
their service with awards in eight 
different categories, presented by 
Bob Patterson of Lincoln. 

Two additional firefighters were 
recognized for their laudable actions 
by having award categories named 
in their honor. The Chief of the Year 
award was named in recognition of 
Chief James Breur of Vergennes, 
and the Emergency Maintenance 
Technician of the Year was named 
in recognition of Chief Leo “Butch” 
Dupont of Monkton. 

This year’s awards were:  
• Chief James Breur Chief of the 

Year: Deputy Chief Eric Forand 
(Bristol). 

• Chief Robert Jenkins Line 
Officer of the Year: Captain Anna Jo 
Smith (New Haven).

• Firefighter of the Year: Firefighter 
James Goodyear (Bristol).

• Senior Firefighter of the 
Year: Firefighter Dave Broughton 
(Middlebury).

• Chief Tom Estey Training 
Officer of the Year: Captain Justin 
Soter (Ferrisburgh).

• Leo “Butch” Dupont Emergency 
Maintenance Technician of the 
Year: Assistant Chief Ryan Cushing 
(Ferrisburgh).

• Friend of the ACFA: Chris 
McClain (Ferrisburgh).

• Life Member: Past Deputy Chief 
Ken Lemner (Ferrisburgh).

• Life Member: Past Deputy Chief 
Chris Gebo (Vergennes).

Also at the meeting, John 
“Peeker” Heffernan of Bristol, 
Dean Gilmore of New Haven 
and Peter Lynch, chief of training 
at the Vermont Fire Academy in 
Pittsford, were also awarded life 
membership to the Vermont State 
Firefighters Association. The ACFA 
also recognized former state Rep. 
Harvey Smith, who represented New 
Haven, Bridport and Weybridge for 
20 years in the Vermont House of 
Representatives, for his years of 
dedicated legislative support. 

This year’s Friend of the 
ACFA award was given to Chris 

Firefighters celebrate 
tradition at county dinner

THERE WERE PLENTY of laughs shared at the Addison County Firefighters Association annual meeting at the Eagles Club in Vergennes 
on Jan. 18. Here, ACFA Vice President Justin Allen (right) laughs as a happy crowd applauds Myron Selleck of Middlebury (center), to whom 
the association’s 51st Regional Fire School was dedicated. 

Independent photos/Marin Howell

BRISTOL DEPUTY CHIEF Eric Forand of Bristol receives the 
Addison County Firefighters Association’s Chief of the Year from 
Middlebury firefighter Donald Patterson at the association’s annual 
meeting last week. Forand was one of eight firefighters (plus one 
civilian) to receive awards at the event.  

Independent photos/Marin Howell

McClain, a Ferrisburgh resident 
and member of the Pipes & Drums 
of the St. Andrews Society of 
Vermont. McClain was recognized 
for her various contributions to 
the Ferrisburgh Fire Department 
throughout the years, which include 
donations of time and money 
and supporting the department 
as firefighters grieved the loss of 
former Chief Bob Jenkins.  

At the meeting, the ACFA’s 51st 
Regional Fire School was dedicated 
to Middlebury Assistant Chief 
Myron Selleck, who served as 
president of the ACFA in 2020 and 
2021.

During the dedication, ACFA Vice 
President Justin Allen of Salisbury 

commended Selleck for leading the 
association during the pandemic 
and navigating the association’s 
proceedings as they shifted online. 

“Myron was in charge of getting 
people together in ways that weren’t 
normal to us,” Allen said. “His 
role throughout the pandemic was 
more than just a president of the 
ACFA. He became the conduit of 
information about COVID-19, and 
even the expert in some eyes.”

The evening ended with a final 
tradition, as the ACFA’s honor 
guard retired the colors. Attendees 
rose and exchanged farewells as 
they headed out into the chilly 
winter night and into another year 
of serving Addison County. 

PEEKER HEFFERNAN THANKS
FORMER REP. HARVEY SMITH

JAMES GOODYEAR OF BRISTOL
FIREFIGHTER OF THE YEAR

CHRIS MCCLAIN OF FERRISBURGH
FRIEND OF THE ACFA

CHRIS GEBO OF VERGENNES
LIFE MEMBER

www.addisonindependent.com — CHECK IT OUT.

JUSTIN SOTER OF FERRISBURGH
TRAINING OFFICER OF THE YEAR
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Strong Schools.  Strong Towns.  Strong Kids.

www.votechriskramer.com

ChrisChris

KramerKramer
ACSD Board

Endorsements

Co-Chair Since 2019, Friends of Cornwall School

Paid for by Chris Kramer, 553 Wooster Rd, West Cornwall, VT  05778

1.  Bring Transparency to New Superintendent Search.

2.  Amend Article 14 to Give Towns a Say in Their Future.

3.  Focus on Fiscally Responsible, Highest-Priority Facility Improvements.

• Ashley Lane, President, Bridport PTO
• Jubilee McGill, Addison-5 Representative (Bridport)
• Molly Daly, Co-Chair, Friends of Cornwall School
• Lorri Sperry, former Co-Chair, Friends of Cornwall School
• Kristi Tolgyesi, former member, Cornwall School Board
• Farhad Khan, Middlebury Selectboard
• Sadie Brightman, Executive Director, Middlebury Community Music Center
• Su White, Teaching Director, Quarry Hill School in Middlebury
• Linda January, Executive Director, Otter Creek Child Center/College Street 

Children’s Center in Middlebury
• Logan Price, Board Chair, Otter Creek Child Center/College Street Children’s 

Center in Middlebury, and former ACSD Business Manager
• Kymberly Breckenridge, Board Chair, Teen Center in Middlebury
• Jacqueline Prime, two-time winner of the Terri Lynne Lokoff Teacher Award for 

Outstanding Early Education
• Erin Robinson, President, Friends of Ripton School
• Laurie Cox, Chair, Ripton Selectboard
• Wendy Harlin, former member, Ripton School Board
• Barry King, former Director, Keewaydin Environmental Education Center (KEEC) 

in Salisbury
• Ruth Bernstein, Shoreham Selectboard
• Becca Kerr, Director, ARK Afterschool Program in Shoreham
• Fran Putnam, Weybridge

Bristol
(Continued from Page 1A)

has been busy this month with 
preparations for the two community 
events, planning for which Bristol 
CORE Executive Director Alicia 
Standridge said is still 
in the preliminary 
stages. Standridge 
noted community 
members have already 
begun to show interest 
in the return of the 
farmers market.   

“All the responses 
have been excited and 
positive. Quite a few 
vendors have reached 
out, though we’ll have 
to finalize some more 
details before we open 
up applications,” she 
said. 

Standridge noted the 
town hasn’t hosted a 
weekly farmers market 
in around eight years, and that 
Bristol CORE did not play a role 
in organizing past iterations of the 
event. The opportunity to start the 
farmers market up again is one 
Standridge said she had hoped to 
be a part of and is excited to help 
spearhead. 

“I enjoy event planning and that’s 
something I bring to the executive 
director position,” Standridge 
said. “I’m passionate about Bristol 
having more community activities, 

and I think the farmers 
market is a great way to 
do that.”  

Tentative plans call 
for the Bristol Farmers 
Market to be held on 
the Bristol Town Green 
on Monday afternoons, 
4-7 p.m., and run June 5 
through Oct. 9. Bristol 
CORE is looking to 
hear from farmers and 
makers interested in 
vending at the farmers 
market. 
POCOCK ROCKS 

Bristol CORE is also 
working to bring back 
the town’s Pocock 
Rock music festival 

and street fair, which has been 
on a two-year hiatus due to the 
pandemic. The event is named in 
recognition of the original name 
of Bristol, which was chartered as 
Pocock in 1762.  The town’s name 
was changed to Bristol 25 years 
later. 

The festival has featured music 
from various local and Vermont 
bands and musicians, and fills 
Bristol’s Main Street with vendors 
of crafts, wines and spirits, and 
specialty foods. Standridge said 
she expects this year’s event to be 
just as packed as previous years, 
which have featured more than 30 
vendors in addition to a handful of 
performers.  

“(Bristol CORE) gets 
submissions for music acts 
throughout the year so I have no 
doubt that we’ll have stages filled. 
Same with vendors. It’s a pretty 
popular event,” she said. 

A tentative date of Saturday, 
June 17, has been set for the 
festival, which will run from 3 
to 9 p.m. Standridge said this 
year’s Pocock Rock festival will 
largely resemble past events, 
though Bristol CORE welcomes 
community feedback on what 
residents would like to see at the 
event.  

“As of right now it’ll be the 
same. Depending on different 
factors we could add more events 
such as more children’s activities. 
We’re open to suggestions,” she 
said. 

expected to total $28,090,305. 
Spending per equalized pupil is 

expected to increase by 15.52%, 
or $3,088.40, to $22,914.77. That 
figure is based on an estimated 
1,225.86 equalized pupils. 
MAUSD Superintendent Patrick 
Reen noted the district now expects 
it’ll lose more equalized pupils 
than originally anticipated, due to 
continued declining enrollment in 
the district, coupled with Lincoln’s 
withdrawal. 

Reen told board members 
the district’s expected 15.52% 
increase in per-pupil 
spending falls in the 
middle of what other 
Addison County 
school districts are 
anticipating for FY24. 

“Around the region, 
that’s high, but it’s 
not an outlier,” he 
said, noting that the 
Addison Northwest 
School District is 
expecting a 19% 
increase and Addison 
Central School 
District anticipates a 
9-10% increase.  

Total district 
spending for FY24 
includes the creation 
of a classroom 
teacher position at 
the Monkton Central 
School to account for 
larger-than-average 
K-2 classes next year. 
The spending plan also 
assumes all current 
Lincoln Community 
School staff choose to stay with 
MAUSD for the upcoming school 
year, when Lincoln will begin 
operating an independent school 
district.

Reen has explained at previous 
board meetings that assumption 
is a conservative approach, as 
there’s no way of estimating how 
many Lincoln staff choose to stay 
with the district. However, Reen 
said it’s believed many Lincoln 

Community School staff will stay 
at the school and work for the new 
Lincoln School District, which 
could result in savings for the 
MAUSD.

“It does sound like most people 
are interested in staying with 
Lincoln. That won’t be confirmed 
until contracts are issued,” he said. 
FUNDING MAJOR 
PROJECTS 

The spending plan also includes 
$900,000 to put toward capital 
improvements or payments on a 
potential future bond. At the board’s 
Dec. 20 meeting, Reen presented a 

list of eight big-ticket 
projects needed at 
Mount Abraham 
Union High School, 
including replacing 
the school’s 50-year-
old roof and installing 
a new electrical main. 

The board has 
discussed packaging 
those projects into a 
$9.7 million bond to 
be put out to voters. 
Reen noted at the 
Jan. 24 meeting that 
a potential bond is 
not on the table for 
this March’s Town 
Meeting Day, though 
building the $900,000 
into the budget now 
would well position 
the district to make 
payments on any 
future bond and 
provide funding to 
tackle some projects 
in the interim. 

“This gives us more 
operating capital to get started on 
big projects,” Reen said. “Either 
that’s the approach going forward 
if we don’t pass a bond, or we 
would just continue to have more 
money to tackle these big projects. 
Or, some of that would go to pay 
for the bond.” 
TAX IMPACTS 

In his Jan. 24 presentation, Reen 
spelled out how the budget would 
affect education property taxes in 

the district’s four towns. Generally, 
residents who pay education taxes 
based on the value of their home 
would see an increase of 7-8 cents 
in their tax rates, depending on the 
town they live in. Reen said the 
district’s CLAs were 1-2% lower 
than expected, which contributed to 
an increase in the tax rate for FY24. 

According to Reen: 
• Bristol would see a 7.15 cent 

increase, or an additional $71.50 
per $100,000 of assessed property 
value. 

• Monkton would see an 8.68 
cent increase, or a $86.80 increase 
per $100,000. 

• New Haven would see an 8.14 
cent increase, or an increase of 
$81.40 per $100,000.

• Starksboro would see a 6.88 
cent increase, or an increase of 
$68.80 per $100,000. 

The approximately two-thirds of 
residents who pay education taxes 
based on their income would likely 
see a decrease in the FY24 tax rate 
of around $154, or 7.8% according 
to district officials’ estimates. 
CAPITAL RESERVE FUND 

District voters will also likely 
be asked to weigh in on two 
questions pertaining to the district’s 
capital reserve fund. Residents on 
Town Meeting Day will be asked 
whether to put the projected FY22 
fund balance of $438,504 into the 
district’s capital reserve fund. 

Board members are also 
considering asking voters to 
approve the withdrawal of funds 
from the district’s capital reserve 
fund, which would be used to 
finance a portion of the ongoing 
lobby and bathroom renovations at 
Mount Abe. 

The lobby and bathroom projects 
were originally estimated to cost 
$1.9 million, though the single 
bid the district received for the 
renovations raised that estimate to 
$2.73 million. The final cost is now 
expected to be $2.94 million, to be 
covered in part by budgeted funds. 

As of the board’s Dec. 20 meeting, 
the district’s capital reserve fund 
had a balance of $1,832,138. 

MAUSD
(Continued from Page 1A)

“It does sound 
like most people 
are interested 
in staying 
with Lincoln. 
That won’t be 
confirmed until 
contracts are 
issued.”

— MAUSD 
Superintendent 

Patrick Reen

that found the Chipman Hill water 
storage facility is undersized and 
doesn’t provide enough capacity 
for average-day demands. Of equal 
concern is that the state 
found the tank doesn’t 
provide necessary 
flow demand for fire 
protection, according 
to local public works 
officials.

The state five years 
ago issued Middlebury 
the following order: 
“To correct this 
deficiency, on or 
before March 31, 2018, 
the water system is 
requested to submit 
a proposed plan and 
schedule for providing 
additional storage 
capacity.”

The plan is to 
construct a new, 1.3-million-
gallon tank and install it next to the 
existing tank.

Once in place, the two tanks 
would crank out enough water to 
meet peak-hourly demand, generate 
3,500 gallons per minute for fire-
flow demand, stabilize water 

pressure and ensure uninterrupted 
service during repairs, according to 
Cherington.

It’s a big-ticket project, and 
officials reviewed a number of 

funding scenarios 
that included using 
capital improvement 
funds, a bond vote 
paid down through 
water rate increases, 
dipping into the town’s 
Cross Street Bridge 
reserve fund and taking 
advantage of Vermont’s 
revolving loan fund — a 
borrowing/grant vehicle 
that would require a 
bond vote.

Officials have 
decided to go with 
a bond vote, with 
payback reduced by 
taking $1 million from 
the aforementioned 

Cross Street Bridge reserve fund. 
That fund, used to retire debt for, 
and maintain, the Cross Street 
Bridge, is replenished regularly 
with local option tax revenues. But 
Middlebury’s local option tax is 
yielding a lot more revenue than is 
needed for its bridge obligations, 

and the selectboard is proposing to 
use $1 million of the excess for the 
water tank.

A successful $3.5 million bond 
vote, Cherington noted, would 
better position the town to receive 
federal loans and grants that could 
further reduce the financial toll of 
the water tank project on municipal 
water ratepayers.

Selectboard member Heather 
Seeley, chair of the Middlebury 
Infrastructure Committee, said 
addressing the Chipman Hill 
water problem has long been a top 
priority for both the community 
and the state.

As a first step, the selectboard on 
Tuesday agreed to pay DeBisschop 
Excavating $21,925 to clear an 
access to the proposed Chipman 
Hill water tank site. This will allow 
project engineers, the Dufresne 
Group, to obtain soil borings in the 
potential tank location.

“It gets the project underway,” 
Cherington said of the soil borings 
in April. “The (project) plans are at 
the 60% design phase.”

John Flowers is at johnf@
addisonindependent.com.

Water tank
(Continued from Page 1A)

By the way
(Continued from Page 1A)

As a first 
step, the 
selectboard 
on Tuesday 
agreed to pay 
DeBisschop 
Excavating 
$21,925 
to clear an 
access to the 
proposed 
Chipman Hill 
water tank 
site. 

“I’m 
passionate 
about Bristol 
having more 
community 
activities, 
and I think 
the farmers 
market is a 
great way to 
do that.”

— Bristol CORE 
Executive 

Director Alicia 
Standridge

and sustainability.”

Coordinators of Starksboro’s 
new Town Green Pavilion are 
putting out a call for contributions 
in anticipation of a spring/summer 
completion date for the community 
project. It was just last year that 
a group of local residents came 
together with the town’s planning 
commission to explore creating a 
Starksboro town green. It became 
clear to organizers that such a 
vision should include a pavilion 
to support outdoor activities and 
impromptu gatherings. Volunteers 
have helped bring the first phase 
of the project to fruition — the 
site was excavated and prepared, 
picnic tables were purchased 
and a beautiful stone retaining 
wall was constructed. In the 
spring of 2023, the group hopes 
to have enough donations and 
resources available to construct 
the pavilion itself. The original 
goal was $30,000, which was 
subsequently adjusted to $40,000 
due to inflation. To date, boosters 
have raised $13,500, along with 
many other in-kind donations for 
the site prep, according to Susan 
Thompson, one of the project 
leaders. Make your tax-deductible 
contribution at starksborovt.org/
towngreen. Checks toward the 
project — made out to “Town of 
Starksboro — can be dropped off 
at the town clerk’s office. Please 
include “Town Green Pavilion” in 
the memo line. 

On Saturday, March 4, 
Salisbury will hold its first in-
person town meeting since 
2020. The community is seeking 
volunteers to prepare and plan 

for that gathering. Any Salisbury 
residents who want to lend a 
hand should contact Selectman 
Paul Vaczy at 802-349-4514, or 
Town Clerk Sue Scott at 802-
352-4228. Officials are hoping 
for stellar participation at the 
annual gathering.

Bristol has received around $1 
million through the American 
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) to help 
the community recover from the 
effects of COVID. The Bristol 
ARPA Advisory Committee 
has been meeting monthly 
since March and expects to 
make recommendations to the 
selectboard regarding suggested 
uses for those funds after 
Town Meeting Day in March. 
Meanwhile, the committee wants 
feedback from Bristol residents. 
The panel has already interviewed 
many residents, youth groups, local 
businesses and town departments 
to assess community needs. It 
has sifted through hundreds of 
suggestions. All of this feedback 
will help the committee rank 
priorities when submitting the list 
to the selectboard. You can weigh 
in electronically at tinyurl.com/
yx5r98n9.

Reminder: The Monkton 
WoodBank has free firewood 
for families in need in Monkton 
and surrounding areas. The 
firewood is donated by various 
community members, and 
community volunteers process 
logs into firewood. If you or 
someone you know is struggling, 
please have them get in touch 
through Helping Overcome 
Poverty’s Effects (HOPE) 
in Middlebury at 802-388-

3608. If HOPE officials aren’t 
available, you can also contact 
John McNerney (mcnerneyjp@
gmail.com) or Lee Kauppila 
(leekauppila@hotmail.com) 
to arrange a delivery. Please 
note that Starksboro also has a 
Woodbank.

The 7th Annual Indoor Yard 
Sale to benefit the Brendon P 
Cousino Med47 Foundation 
will be held from 3-7 p.m. on 
Friday and Saturday, Feb. 24 and 
25, from 8-3 p.m., at the New 
Haven Town Hall at 78 North St. 
Come grab a bargain at the well-
organized event, where gently 
used items are sorted, tagged, 
clean and in good working order. 
You’ll be supporting a great cause 
at the same time, as proceeds go 
back into the community through 
scholarships, grants for rescue 
squads, food shelves, heating 
programs, shelters, the homeless, 
veterans, and families struggling 
with medical needs. For more 
information, find Brendon P 
Cousino Med47 Foundation on 
Facebook, email cmcousino@
gmavt.net, or call 802-233-8334.

Average gasoline prices in 
Vermont have risen 8.6 cents 
per gallon during the past week, 
averaging $3.49 per gallon right 
now, according to GasBuddy. 
Prices in Vermont are 12.3 
cents per gallon higher than a 
month ago and 12.7 cents higher 
than a year ago. According to 
GasBuddy, the cheapest gas 
in Vermont is $3.21 this week; 
the most expensive is $3.69. 
Nationally, gasoline is averaging 
$3.39.

www.addisonindependent.com — CHECK IT OUT.
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By ERICA A. LANGSTON
BRANDON — This fall, Kristin 

Hubert, the new superintendent of 
the Rutland Northeast Supervisory 
Union (RNESU), welcomed 
the school year with hope and 
pragmatism. Six months into her 
tenure, it’s these sentiments that 
continue to shape her vision and 
work in the district. 

From school closures to a mass 
exodus of faculty and staff, to a 
cultural and political reckoning that 
has found its way into classrooms 
across the country, schools and 
the students in them have been 
through some of the most unstable 
and challenging times in recent 
memory. 

As COVID moved from a 
pandemic to an endemic, Hubert’s 
hope that school might return 
to normal after 
more than two 
years of upheaval 
was palpable, 
if measured. 
Roughly halfway 
through the 
academic year, 
challenges both 
old and new 
remain.

On a day-to-day 
basis, the struggles 
are acute. 

“We are really 
still struggling with workforce 
shortages in a really impactful 
way,” Hubert said in a recent 
interview. 

That’s true especially for support 
staff like teachers’ aids, custodians, 
substitutes and bus drivers. The 
boards of RNESU and Otter Valley 
Unified Union Districts recently 
finalized a three-year contract 
with the educational support staff 
and bus drivers that secured a 
one-time wage increase of 8.20% 
and 4% annual increases going 
forward. Nevertheless, at the end 
of December there were still 28 
openings for support staff positions 
in the district. 

“We settled the new contract, 
and we’re hoping to find more 
[employees] as the contract takes 
hold,” Hubert said, but “you can’t 
create a bus driver out of thin 
air.” Even with the new contract, 
competition for support staff is 
fierce. 

“Those professionals are people 
who can be grabbed by other 
industries. We’re not just competing 
with other schools, we’re competing 
with trucking companies, and 
Dunkin Donuts, and UPS. In a way, 
we were attributing [the shortage] 
to the pandemic, but now it’s just 
Vermont’s reality,” Hubert said. 

To make matters worse, a perfect 
storm of COVID, RSV and the flu 
has exacerbated an already thin 
crew. At times, bus runs have to be 
combined because a driver is sick, 
which can significantly increase 
students’ commutes. Teachers 
have to give up planning blocks 
and lunch breaks to cover for other 
teachers. Occasionally, classes have 
to be merged. 

“It’s not regular enough to find 

the need to respond in a different 
way, but it has been impactful. It 
makes it hard to do our daily jobs. 
We’ve been fortunate to be able to 
keep all schools open,” Hubert said. 

Not every district has been so 
lucky.
STUDENT DISPARITIES

Despite these shortages, 
Hubert — who replaced longtime 
Superintendent Jeanné Collins on 
July 1 and was the district’s director 
of Curriculum, Instruction and 
Assessment for three years before 
that — is determined to help the 
district tackle disparities common 
throughout the student population. 
Unequal outcomes for students 
existed before the pandemic, but 
transience, isolation, unequal access 
to technology and Wi-Fi, and food 
insecurity were all exacerbated 

by COVID and 
school closures. 

“We know there 
are some places 
where students 
have unequal 
oppor tuni t ies ,” 
Hubert said. 
“Whether it’s 
because of the 
school they attend, 
or because a 
student or family 
lives below the 
poverty line, or 

because a student has a disability or 
learning impairment, we know that 
our outcomes are skewed.” 

Both students and parents have 
voiced frustrations about their 
experiences in the school system. 
Hubert said she’s committed to 
not only creating space to let those 
voices be heard, but also inviting 
them to be part of the solutions that 
shape the district. 

“We recognize that there is an 
awful lot that we don’t know, and 
we would be naive and arrogant 
to say we deeply understand the 
experience of being a student in our 
schools or a parent 
to a student in our 
schools. It is work 
we are digging 
into,” she said. 

S e v e r a l 
i n i t i a t i v e s , 
including new 
parent advisory 
and student 
councils, have 
been spearheaded 
this year to inform 
the conversation. 
Otter Creek 
Academy, which 
e n c o m p a s s e s 
the former 
Leicester Central 
and Whiting 
elementary schools, has a new group 
called “Up for Learning,” which 
Hubert said encourages students to 
develop their own agency and voice 
while encouraging a deeper level of 
engagement within the school. 

“It’s about trying to understand 
the student and parent experience 
and making sure our schools are 
reflective of their values and their 
wants,” Hubert said. “We want all 

of our students to have a common 
experience.” 

Hubert recognizes the limitations 
of her inclusivity vision. While 
schools can play a crucial role in 
student success, many face societal 
disparities over which teachers and 
staff have little control. 

“It’s hard because you have kids 
and parents who are demanding 
change and want to see change 
happen … but you can only do so 
much in a school,” Hubert said. 
LIFE LESSONS

Part of the work Hubert hopes 
to oversee is preparing students for 
the obstacles and inequities they’ll 
face outside of the classroom. 
Helping them find their voice and 
agency while learning to advocate 
for themselves out in the real world 
will be a life skill they can carry 
with them wherever they go. 

What makes the Rutland 
Northeast community well 
positioned to address the 
frustrations of this school year is 
its dedication to both kids and each 
other, Hubert said. From teachers 
and staff stepping up to cover for 
one another to active student and 
parent engagement, it’s clear to 
Hubert that whatever differences 
the district faces at a local or 
national level, there is a unifying 
theme throughout RNESU. 

“These towns rally around 
students,” she explained. “They 
show up to sporting events, to 
arts, to plays, to concerts, to parent 
nights. They really, really show up 
for kids. We’re a very passionate 
community. There isn’t always the 
same thinking or agreement, but I 
have not been a part of any meeting 
or conversation where people’s 
best intentions were not very clear, 
where people weren’t kid-first or 
kid-focused.” 

It’s this sense of community that 
continues to give Hubert hope. 

“We’re truly trying to help parents 
create kids who are the citizens 

of tomorrow, so 
we’re not as a 
society stuck in 
this cycle where 
we can’t talk to 
one another,” 
Hubert said. “We 
want and need our 
kids to do better 
than that. Teaching 
kids how to have 
civil discourse, 
how to have a 
conversation with 
others who don’t 
agree, how to 
recognize voices 
that are different 
from (theirs) and 
make space for 

those voices is far from easy or 
quick work, but that definitely is the 
work of this school year.”

 It’s an ambitious goal that Hubert 
knows is only achievable with the 
community behind her.

“Administration can’t do that in 
isolation. Teachers can’t do that in 
isolation,” Hubert said. “It takes 
everyone’s voice to do that.”

New RNESU Superintendent reflects on progress so far

“It’s hard because 
you have kids and 
parents who are 
demanding change 
and want to see 
change happen … 
but you can only 
do so much in a 
school.”

— Superintendent 
Kristin Hubert

“We recognize that 
there is an awful lot 
that we don’t know, 
and we would be 
naive and arrogant 
to say we deeply 
understand the 
experience of being 
a student in our 
schools or a parent 
to a student in our 
schools. It is work 
we are digging 
into.” 

— Superintendent 
Kristin Hubert

Hope and pragmatism rule the day

Spread the word
THE ADDISON COUNTY Housing Coalition, community partners and citizens rallied on the municipal 

greens in Vergennes, Bristol and Middlebury on Thursday, Jan. 19, to remind citizens that there are 
many houseless people among us and we could do more to help them. Flags at the Homelessness 
Awareness Day demonstrations represented the number of houseless people in each community. 
Shown in the top photo is Jason Duquette-Hoffman on the Vergennes City Green; middle, Heidi Lacey, 
executive director of the Charter House, Annie Ryan and  Savanna Montoya on the Middlebury Green; 
bottom, Chelsea Delisle on left with Katy Thomas on the Bristol Green.

Independent photos/Steve James

With a minimum grade point 
average of 3.700, the following 
local students have made the fall 
2022 president’s list At Southern 
New Hampshire University: 
Christina Wiles of Brandon, 

Randy Garrow of Middlebury, 
Shannon Sunderland of Shoreham 
and Karina Tarte of Vergennes.

Jory Steinkamp of Starksboro 
made SNHU’s fall 2022 dean’s list, 
with a GPA of 3.500 to 3.699.

MIDDLEBURY — The Teen 
Makery after-school program at 
the Hannaford Career Center has 
received a $12,000 grant to support 
a weekly after-school program that 
allows high school students access 
to the sewing, woodworking, games 
or technology labs.

Welcoming all high school aged 
students Thursdays after school 

from 3:15 – 5 p.m., the Teen Makery 
after-school program is offered 
through a partnership between 
The Makery at Hannaford Career 
Center, the Patricia A. Hannaford 
Career Center, the Counseling 
Service of Addison County, the 
Teen Center, and Heidi’s Therapy, 
PLC. All students can participate 
in the sewing, games or technology 

labs. Students who are 16+ can 
participate in the woodworking lab. 
Each lab is managed by a trained 
mentor who is an expert in using 
all the available tools. Students can 
work on individual projects or team 
up with other students on a group 
project.

Special classes will be offered 
including T-Shirt Design, Improv, 

CNC Router sign making, basic 
cooking, welding, and CNC Plasma 
cutter. Food and snacks will be 
provided and transportation can be 
arranged if needed.

The grant was received from 
the Addison County Community 
Health Equity Partnership to fund 
projects to address health inequities. 
The VT Community Health Equity 

Hannaford Career Center Teen Makery receives $12,000 grant

 

Bridport, VT Homeowner 
Recommends Bristol Electronics

FREE SITE EVALUATIONS

802 . 453 . 2500
BristolElectronicsVT.com

Art Provencher – Bridport, VT   

The solar system that Bristol Electronics installed in 2016 has 
paid entirely for the power at my home and my tenants’ home 
since they installed it.  In addition to our general electricity needs, 
we have also used heat pumps extensively in the summer for air 
conditioning and in the fall and spring for heating.  I haven’t paid a 
“light” bill since we put the solar panels up.
 I made it clear that I like even rows.  Since I only needed (32) 

panels they centered the bottom row.  It came out beautiful.  I look 
at it and I am proud of how it looks. 
Bristol Electronics was nice to work with and very thoughtful of 

my wishes throughout the project.

Partnership is a collaboration 
between the VT Public Health 
Institute and the VT Department of 
Health District Offices to support 
and fund local initiatives that aim 
to promote health and address 
health inequities exacerbated by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Anyone interested in attending 
the Teen Makery or who would like 
to learn more, can contact Nancy 
Yannett at nyannett@csac-vt.org, 
call the Career Center at 802-382-
1012, or just show up at the Career 
Center after 3:15 p.m. on Thursday 
afternoons when school is in 
session.

In the sewing lab, students can 
create with fabrics and fibers using 
our sewing machines, cutting 
tables, and notions. This lab also 
offers machine use training or 
review. Tools include seven sewing 
machines, three cutting tables, an 
iron, assorted dress forms, basic 
sewing supplies, and scrap fabrics.

The woodworking lab provides 

personal safety equipment plus 
specific training on machinery 
and tools. Tools include a Delta 8” 
jointer, 24” Powermatic planer, 10” 
table saw, band saw, large work 
tables, and assorted small power 
and hand tools.

The games lab will be playing 
Magic: The Gathering. This game 
is a fantasy-themed trading card 
game that requires critical thinking 
and strategy. Makery Magic: The 
Gathering program students will be 
provided with pre-constructed decks 
and gaming supplies. All levels of 
players, from first-timers wanting 
to learn to experienced players are 
welcome. The lab is taught and 
facilitated by a professional Magic 
player.

The technology lab emphasizes 
design tools such as Google 
Sketchup, Fusion 360, and 
AutoCAD, and other tools that may 
be integrated with our 3D printers, 
the Glowforge Laser Cutter, the 
CNC Plasma Cutter, and the CNC 

ADDISON  COUNTY
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ACSD board
(Continued from Page 1A)

The board picked Whelan-Wuest 
from a list of three interim board 
candidates that included Chris 
Kramer (who ran unsuccessfully 
against Conlon in 2021) and Jeff 
Taylor.

After hearing brief 
pitches from all three 
hopefuls, ACSD 
board members met in 
private session before 
returning to open 
session to reveal their 
pick.

“I feel really lucky 
and grateful,” Whelan-
Wuest said of her 
appointment. “I take 
the responsibility 
seriously, even while 
I know it’s a very 
temporary appointment until the 
bigger decision that the voters make 
(on March 7).”

Whelan-Wuest and her spouse, 
Conor Stinson, have two young 
children, one of whom is enrolled 
at Cornwall’s Bingham Memorial 
School. The family has lived in 
Cornwall since 2017. Whelan-
Wuest currently telecommutes to her 
job with a national nonprofit called 
the Council of State Governments 
Justice Center (CSGJC).

“I’m hoping to immediately be 
helpful on a short-term basis and 
then continue to learn from folks on 
the board and outside of the board 
about the work, and what the district 

has to have happen,” she said.
She’s been an active volunteer 

for civic and nonprofit causes. 
Whelan-Wuest currently chairs the 
WomenSafe board and is a member 
of the Cornwall Development 

Review Board. 
She’s also one of the 
driving forces behind 
the Congregational 
Church of 
Middlebury’s effort 
to establish a new, 
independent childcare 
center within its 
building (see related 
story on Page 1A).

This will be Whelan-
Wuest’s first stint on 
a school board, and 
she’s looking forward 
to it. She believes 

the board’s top challenges during 
the next few years will include 
building solid school budgets amid 
dwindling resources; determining 
how much to invest in the ACSD’s 
aging school buildings; hiring a new 
superintendent to succeed Milton, 
Mass.-bound Peter Burrows; hiring 
and retaining district staff; and 
ensuring student-teacher ratios that 
maximize all students’ learning 
potential.

“I appreciate that working on 
complicated issues with long 
histories and many moving parts 
requires curiosity, an open mind, 
independent research and strong 
collaboration,” she stated in a letter 

introducing herself to the board. 
“I would work hard and learn fast 
to understand what is real and 
necessary for our district.”

Whelan-Wuest does a lot of 
problem solving in her job with 
CSGJC and believes her experience 
could benefit the ACSD board. 
CSGJC is a criminal justice 
policy reform organization with 
three primary goals, according 
to its website: “break the cycle of 
incarceration”; “advance health, 
opportunity and equity”; and “use 
data to advance safety and justice.”

Whelan-Wuest specifically 
works on “justice reinvestment” 
projects — including one here in 
Vermont. It all starts with state 
officials deciding “they really 
want to work on the process of 
understanding challenges in their 
criminal justice system — whether 
it’s prison population, jails, people 
with substance use disorder or 
mental health challenges,” Whelan-
Wuest said.

She then works with others to 
give the state as much data as 
possible to help it learn about its 
criminal justice landscape — and 
consider ways of improving the 
situation.

“I love it,” she said of her work.
Whelan-Wuest and Kramer 

have both confirmed they’ll run on 
March 7 for Cornwall’s one-year 
term on the ACSD board. Voters in 
all seven ACSD towns will get to 
vote in the election.

ELLEN
WHELAN-WUEST

school principal. Officials said 
higher costs for salaries, health 
insurance, energy, transportation, 
property and liability 
insurance, and support 
for the Patricia A. 
Hannaford Career 
Center are major 
factors driving the 
budget higher. 

Still, according 
to district estimates, 
because of increased 
state funding for 
education, that higher 
spending will require 
only a 1.56-cent 
increase to the district 
tax rate to support it. 

But there’s a catch. 
Due to a jump in 
property values during 
the past two years, 
the five ANWSD 
communities have 
seen — as have towns 
and cities around 
Vermont — their 
Common Levels of 
Appraisals (CLAs) 
plummet by between 
roughly 5% and 
12%. That means 
tax rates are still expected to rise 
substantially in every district town.

ANWSD Director of Finance 
and Operations Elizabeth Jennings 
called the district communities’ 
CLAs “extremely low” in her Jan. 
8 report to the ANWSD board. 

State officials use CLAs to 
adjust school tax rates when 
municipalities’ tax assessments 
do not reflect fair market value, 
as determined by the Department 
of Taxation’s analysis of towns’ 
real estate sales. When a CLA is 
higher than 100%, it is applied to 
lower school tax rates. But when 
a community’s CLA is lower than 
100%, the figure is used to raise its 
school tax rate.

Thus, because real estate values 
have risen dramatically in the 
region, ANWSD tax rates will be 
on the rise.
DETAILS

At its Jan. 18 meeting, the school 
board chose to put about $208,977 
of its audited fund balance 
toward reducing district taxes in 
the coming school year, subject 
to voter approval in March, but 
taxpayer savings from that move 
will be limited.

That total fund balance stood at 
more than $1 million. The board 
applied 4% of it, or about $114,859, 
to its Education Stabilization Fund, 
and $600,000 to the district’s 
Capital Improvement reserves, 
subject to voter approval. 

Board Chair John Stroup said the 
board considered applying more 
of the fund balance to lower the 
district tax rate, but given upcoming 
building needs, members decided 
it would be wiser to dedicate 
resources to maintenance and 
construction costs. 

“We wanted to come back to the 
taxpayers and decrease (taxes) a 
little bit, but we also know there are 
bills coming up for the buildings, 
and we’re going to have to ask for 
it now or later,” Stroup said. “The 
board is interested in maintaining 
our buildings the best that we can. 
We have known issues. We know 
that we have to pay for these issues 
down the road.”

Before the board decided to 
apply some of that fund balance 
to offset taxes and before a 
couple of last-minute budget 
adjustments, Jennings earlier in 
January estimated school tax rates 
in district towns could increase in a 
range between 12.5 cents (Panton 
is on the low end) and 27.5 cents 
(Addison and Waltham are on the 
high end). 

Jennings wrote in an email to the 
Independent earlier this week she 
hadn’t yet recalculated estimates, 
but noted, “since the union rate 
only dropped by about a cent and 
a half from our last draft, I would 
guess the range is only lowered by 
that as well.”

Two things should be noted. 
First, some context: ANWSD tax 
rates have dropped in each of the 
five district communities during 
the past two years, ranging from a 
combined 7 cents less in Vergennes 
to 17 cents lower in Waltham. 

Secondly, although taxpayers 
who pay on the value of their homes 
could be looking at increases of 
between about $330 and $780 
on a $300,000 property based on 
Jennings’s latest ballpark estimate, 
about two-thirds of homeowners 
pay based on their incomes and 
receive prebates, formally called 
Education Tax Credits. 

ANWSD
(Continued from Page 1A) For example, in 2019, according 

to state figures, those prebates 
ranged from a low of $1,432 for 
recipients in Vergennes to a high of 

$1,932 in Ferrisburgh. 
The Independent 

will report the latest 
on ANWSD tax 
estimates before 
voting in March. 
BUDGET DETAILS 

In approving the 
budget proposal, the 
board made a few 
decisions, some more 
difficult than others, 
Stroup said. 

One was not to plan 
a move of the central 
office from its leased 
space on North Main 
Street, for which it 
pays about $65,000 
a year. Stroup said 
alternatives, interior 
renovations to 
Vergennes Union 
High School or the 
addition of a modular 
building, were 
estimated at costing 
between $250,000 
and $700,000, and the 
board was skeptical 

both of the firmness of the pricing 
and the disruption involved.

“It was a good discussion. 
There are a lot of reasons to do 
that or not do that. But ultimately 
the cost of renovating and the cost 

of a modular building are very 
high right now. And it’s not worth 
making that move, especially 
given the uncertainty of the size 
of our student population and the 
needs of our building,” he said. 

Stroup also provided a list of 
what the proposed spending seeks 
to accomplish and the factors 
driving it higher:

• “Increases intervention 
supports” for students at VUHS.

• “Maintains all co-curricular, 
athletics, and enrichment 
activities.

• Increases wage increases “to 
remain competitive within the 
region.”

• Accounts for cost increases of 
12.7% in health insurance, 16% in 
property and liability insurance, 
14% in energy and transportation, 
and 5% in a wide range of other 
items. 

• Includes at 10.4% increase in 
Hannaford Career Center tuition.

• Includes two new positions, 
an administrator to “support 
increased student needs” at 
Vergennes Union Elementary 
School, as well as the middle 
school principal.

• Projects $16,500 for bleacher 
repairs in the high school gym. 

The ANWSD board has 
scheduled the board’s first in-
person annual meeting since 
before the COVID-19 pandemic. 
It will be held on Feb. 27, with a 
Zoom option also offered. 

“We wanted 
to … decrease 
(taxes) a little 
bit, but we also 
know there are 
bills coming 
up for the 
buildings, and 
we’re going to 
have to ask for 
it now or later.” 

— ANWSD Board 
Chair John Stroup
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TOY  TRACTOR  &
ANTIQUES  SALE

10 Green, Vergennes 8am-5pm Thursday 2/2 Friday 2/3 Saturday 2/4
TRACTORS one owner collection; pedals, die cast scale models, dealer premiums, 

ag show souvenirs. Olivers, Cockshutts, Deeres, Minneapolis-Moline,
Massey-Ferguson, AGCO, Allis Chalmers, White and more.

Literally hundreds of examples from 1/64 to pedal size.
ANTIQUES + ART including paintings, prints + sculpture, cabinets, dressers, 

period tiger maple canopy bed, rugs, very cool oversize heavy 10 pc. wrought iron 
patio set inc. sofa, 2 chaises, 4 chairs, tables, ottomans.

o

o

o

o
No early sales, numbers at 7am if needed

o

for photos        @stoneblockantiques or stoneblockartandantiques.com

Spotlight on VergennesSpotlight on Vergennes

The Carter Insurance Agency is 
pleased to announce that Rusty 
Forgues has joined the agency as a 
Senior Account Executive. Forgues 
brings more than 22 years of experience 
and industry knowledge. Forgues 
graduated from Burlington High School 
& attended Johnson State College. 
She and her husband purchased a 
farm in West Addison. After raising 
her children, Rusty spent her years in 
insurance working locally and nurturing 

an extensive professional network. She enjoys spending summers 
at her cottage at Lake Dunmore, making memories with her three 
children and eight  grandchildren.

CARTER INSURANCE AGENCY
2 South St.,Bristol

(802) 453-6054  |  www.carteragencyvt.com

Contact Rusty at 802-209-5032
or email her at rusty@carteragencyvt.com

The Carter Insurance Agency is so happy
to have Rusty on their team!

To advertise in the
Vergennes Service Directory

call Jesse 
802-388-4944, ext. 119

Jessen@addisonindependent.com

CLOVER STATE
Window & Siding Co., Inc.

Replacement Windows • Vinyl siding 
• Garages • Roofs • Ad di tions

Phone: 802-877-2102 • Toll Free: 888-433-0962

SIDINGPLUMBING & HEATING

ADVERTISE WITH JESSE!

VERGENNES
S e r v i c e  D i r e c t o r y

VERGENNES — The Addison 
Northwest School District Board 
and the Addison Northwest Support 
Staff Association last week reached 
an agreement on a new contract. 
After brief bargaining, the sides 
agreed on a three-year deal that 
will take effect this coming school 
year, according to a Jan. 17 email 
from ANWSD Superintendent 
Sheila Soule.

The agreement changes the wage 
scale to align with other districts in 

the region, resulting in an increase 
on the base for first-year support 
staff by as much as $5.11 per hour 
in year one, and increases pay by 
$1.25 per hour in year two and $1 
per hour in year three for all non-
teaching employees. 

Other terms of the agreement 
make small changes to the use of 
employee leave and the option for 
employees to donate to the sick 
bank twice per year as opposed to 
once per year, Soule said.

The ANWSD board and the 
support staff union began contract 
negotiations in December and 
agreed to terms after only two 
sessions, Soule wrote.

The ANWSD board ratified the 
agreement at its Jan. 18 meeting, 
and district officials said earlier 
this week they expect the union to 
follow suit shortly. 

Meanwhile, teacher negotiations 
in the district are ongoing.  

FERRISBURGH — The 
Rokeby Museum’s Winter Book 
Discussion Group is back again 
for 2023. Readers of all stripes 
are invited to join in each month, 
January through March, for free 
virtual discussions about three 
powerful books. 

The first book discussion will 
take place next Tuesday, Jan. 21, 
beginning at 6 p.m. The book 
to be discussed is “Teaching 
White Supremacy: America’s 
Democratic Ordeal and the 
Forging of Our National Identity” 
by Donald Yacovone. In his book, 
Yacovone shows us the clear 
and damning evidence of white 
supremacy’s deep-seated roots in 
our nation’s educational system 
through a fascinating, in-depth 
examination of America’s wide 
assortment of texts, from primary 
readers to college textbooks, 
from popular histories to the most 
influential academic scholarship. 

Sifting through a wealth of 
materials from the colonial 
era to today, Yacovone reveals 
the systematic ways in which 
this ideology has infiltrated all 

aspects of American culture and 
how it has been at the heart of 
our collective national identity.

Next month, the author himself 
will discuss “Teaching White 
Supremacy” in a Zoom lecture on 
Thursday, Feb. 23, at 6:30 p.m. 
Yacovone is a lifetime associate 

DAVID YACOVONE

Rokeby book group returns
at Harvard University’s Hutchins 
Center for African and African 
American Research, the author 
or editor of 11 books, the winner 
(with Henry Louis Gates Jr.) of an 
NAACP Image Award for “The 
African Americans: Many Rivers 
to Cross” in 2014, and a recipient 
of the W.E.B. Du Bois Medal 
from Harvard University in 2013. 
Reserve a spot at this presentation 
by heading online to tinyurl.com/
RokebyYacovone.

The second book to be discusses 
is “For One Day of Freedom” by 
Blyden B. Jackson Jr. That will be 
on Tuesday, Feb. 21, at 6 p.m.

The third book is “All That She 
Carried: The Journey of Ashley’s 
Sack, a Black Family Keepsake” 
by Tiya Miles. Join the discussion 
on Tuesday, March 14, at 6 p.m. 

Register for any or all of the 
book discussions online at rokeby.
org/visit/programsevents.

All discussions will be held 
online via Zoom. Registration in 
advance is required. Attendance 
at all three discussions is not 
required to register.

ANWSD support staff deal made

At the beginning of December, 
there were very few toys coming 
into the Red Barrels around the 
community for the Lions annual 
Toys for Kids giveaway. The 
club put out pleas for donations 
through the newspaper, radio, 
emails, Facebook and Front Porch 
Forum. Lions Chair Sue Hayes 
says, “Thank you, thank you to 
everyone who donated. The saying 
goes ‘it takes a village,’ and that is 
so true.” It ended up being the best 
toy drive ever.

The total children who received 
gifts was 350, and the parents 
were also able to pick out hats, 
mittens, scarves, stuffed toys, 
stocking stuffers, along with 
wrapping paper, bags and tape. 
Gift cards were given for 26 
additional older children at a 

$25 value. In addition, over 90 
children went into the Rescue 
Squad on Sunday to pick out gifts 
for their parents or caregivers, 
thanks to the money raised by the 
Lions and Rotary Clubs through 
the Memory Tree in the City 
Park.

A special raffle was held late 
Saturday afternoon to determine 
who would receive the 13 bikes 
of different sizes. Parents drawn 
were able to pick out which bike 
would be most appropriate for 
their child.

Words cannot express the 
sincere thanks we have for the 
generosity of Michael DiPalermo 
of Long Trail on the Falls Physical 
Therapy for donating his office 
space and for setting up all the 
toys with Judy’s help.

Another super big thank you to 
WOW Toys for being so generous. 
When it looked like the giveaway 
was going to be short of toys, 
WOW doubled what they have 
given in the past.

Other thank you’s go to Little 
City Cycles, Bruce Zeman, 
Maple Landmark, Rack and Reel, 
Shaws, Kinney Drugs, Aubuchon 
Hardware, Tractor Supply, 
Jackman Fuels, Ferrisburgh 
Bake Shop, Dollar General, One 
Credit Union, Sheer Cuts, Shelly 
Schroeder, Dinah Short, Scott 
and Macky Gaines, Vergennes 
Area Rescue and the individuals 
who shopped, knitted and gave 
generously. 

Thank you all!
Larry Simino

on behalf of Vergennes Lions

Notes of appreciation

Vergennes Lions thankful for area support

VERGENNES — A West Street 
resident reported to Vergennes 
police on Jan. 19 that between $75 
and $120 worth of redeemable 
bottles had been stolen from a shed 
on his property during the night 

before. 
T h e 

r e s i d e n t 
told police 
he saves 

bottles until he has enough to make 
a large donation to the city’s Boy 
Scout troop. 

City police theorized someone 
must have used a pickup truck in 
the theft — $100 worth of 5-cent 
redeemable containers equals 
2,000 bottles and cans. 

Vergennes police also focused 
on traffic control between Jan. 18 
and 24, stopping 25 vehicles during 
their patrols. Police said about 
half the drivers they stopped were 
warned and half were ticketed. 

During those seven days, city 
police also responded to a false 
alarm, fingerprinted four job 
applicants, conducted three patrols 
by cruiser and one on foot, and:

On Jan. 16, responded to a one-
vehicle accident on First Street in 
which a car drove onto a lawn and 
damaged a private sign. 

On Jan. 17, issued warnings to 
owners of cars violating the city’s 
overnight winter ban on street 
parking.

On Jan. 18, fielded a complaint 

City resident reports missing bottles

Police Log
Vergennes

from a Main Street resident who 
said he was being harassed by 
phone by his caseworkers.

On Jan. 19:
• Warned car owners who were 

violating the city’s overnight 
winter ban on street parking.

• Calmed a domestic dispute 
between a mother and daughter at 
a West Main Street residence. 

Emma Jackman of Vergennes, 
was named to the dean’s list at 
SUNY Cortland for the fall 2022 
semester. Jackman is studying 
Early Childhood/Childhood 
Education.

Summer Chabot of Vergennes 
has been named tot the dean’s list 
at Wells College in Aurora, N.Y. 
Chabot, a graduate Vergennes 
Union High School, is majoring 
in women and gender studies. 

ADDISON  COUNTY

School News

Email
Us!

News Articles
news@addisonindependent.com

Advertise
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If  you’re not sleeping,  
maybe you’re doing it wrong.

   

MAUI™
MEDIUM

      Twin Set ...... $849
     Full Set ........... $949
      Queen Set ........... $999
   King Set ............... $1399

Simmons Beautyrests are designed to bring you better quality sleep – 
so you’ll have more energy the next day.

   
      Twin Set ...... $895
     Full Set ......... $1095
      Queen Set ......... $1299
   King Set ............... $1699

CAYMAN™
EXTRA FIRM

  

L-CLASS™
MEDIUM

      
     Twin Set ....... $2599
    Full Set ............ $3099
   Queen Set ............ $3299
 King Set ................. $4099

  

L-CLASS™
FIRM

    
       Twin Set ........ $2299
    Full Set ............ $2799
    Queen Set ........... $2999  
King Set ................. $3799

  

L-CLaSS™
PiLLow ToP

    
     Twin XL SeT .... $2999
    FuLL SeT ............ $3299
    Queen SeT ............. $3599
  King SeT ................. $4399

  

C-CLASS™
FIRM

      Twin Set .... $3199
     Full Set ......... $3599
      Queen Set ......... $3899
   King Set ............... $4799

  

C-CLASS™
MEDIUM

    
      Twin Set ...... $3199
   Full Set ........... $3599
      Queen Set ......... $3899
   King Set ............... $4799

1-800-261-WOOD
802-388-6297

• FREE Delivery
• FREE Set-up
• FREE Removal

    www.woodwarevt.com 

FREEDELIVERY

Route 7 South • Middlebury VT  •  Hours: Monday-Saturday 9-5, Closed Sundays

Motion 
Separation 

Index

170
Super pocketed coil™ SpringS
the gold Standard in undiSturbed reSt.

All Simmons® mattresses are built 
so well you never have to flip them

for the life of the mattress.

Passengers
(Continued from Page 1A)

Amtrak had projected ridership on 
the Burlington-Rutland extension 
would add 2,000-2,500 riders per 
month to the EAX total. Comparing 
ridership to pre-pandemic numbers 
during the federal fiscal year of 
2019, the extension added more 
than 3,000 riders in August; 3,424 
in September; 3,785 in October; 
and 3,930 in November, according 
to Clithero.

Beginning with the first full 
month of the newly extended 
service, EAX experienced 
ridership growth of 51% over 
August 2019, and in September, 
the passenger train almost doubled 
its ridership of September 2019 
— exceeding it by 92%, Clithero 
explained.

“The train is well exceeding 
expectations at this time,” he said, 
adding, “we are averaging over 

8,000 riders per month along the 
entire route of the EAX since the 
extension was launched.”

During federal fiscal year 2022, 
EAX ridership totaled 63,360 
riders, according to Clithero, and 
represents an increase of 25.42% 
compared to FY2019. During 
the first two months of FY2023, 
ridership continues to perform 
well, with 7,838 riders in October 
and 7,992 in November.

“Comparing these two months 
to the same months in FY19, our 
ridership has virtually doubled in 
each month,” he said.

It should be noted the train has 
the capacity to accommodate 
a bunch more passengers than 
it’s currently hosting. The EAX 
typically offers 305 seats — 288 
from the four Amfleet coaches and 
17 business seats in the Amfleet 
Club dinette car.

“Weekend travel is always the 
busiest time for both of Vermont’s 
Amtrak trains,” Clithero said. 
“How full the cars are depends 
upon the weekend. The holidays 
did result in trains being quite full.”

Addison County Chamber of 
Commerce Executive Director 
Phil Summers has a great vantage 
point from which to monitor Ethan 
Allen Express ridership. He and 
his chamber colleagues in the fall 
set up headquarters in the historic 
Ferrisburgh-Vergennes train station 
at 49 Park Lane, adjacent to the 
Ferrisburgh Park & Ride off Route 
22A. The new visitors’ center is 
expected to open in that building in 
March or April.

“I’m here for the northbound 
trains in the morning, and 
depending on the day of the week, 
I’ve seen anywhere from a half-
dozen people to 12-18 people 
getting on (the train) here in 
Vergennes,” he said.

Summers believes the train 
picked up even more momentum 
last fall.

“I recently overheard a 
conversation between a couple 
of people who said they noticed 
how crowded the train got when 
school came back 
in session, because 
tons of kids get off in 
Middlebury,” he said.

The chamber 
is of course keen 
on tourism, and 
Summers continues 
to have high hopes for 
the EAX’s potential to 
bring more folks into 
Addison County.

“As far as the 
impact on tourism, 
I think it’s way too 
early (to determine 
the train’s impact); as 
we get into the late 
spring and summer, 
we can see if it will 
have an impact,” he said. “But 
I definitely see it as a positive. I 
think we’re going to start seeing 
— weekenders, in particular — 
using the train to come to Addison 
County.”

Matthew Robinson and Serena 
Kim own Middlebury’s Swift 

House Inn and Jessica’s restaurant.
Robinson said the train service 

at this point doesn’t appear to have 
brought significantly more business 
to the inn, but he believes it has 
influenced some of the guests’ 
traveling choices.

“I can’t say we’ve seen a bump,” 
he said. “What’s happened, though, 

is some people who 
come in from the New 
York area who might 
have driven up before 
have opted to take the 
train up.”

And he has heard, 
anecdotally, that the 
train has become 
a nice option for 
students bound for 
points south.

“I think the 
M i d d l e b u r y 
College parents are 
particularly enjoying 
it,” Robinson said. 
“They may not be 
taking it themselves, 
but they like the 

flexibility of having their kids hop 
on the train here and pop down to 
New York.”

Kir Talmage of Starksboro on 
Jan. 20 made her maiden train 
voyage using Middlebury’s 
passenger rail platform, tucked 
between Maple and Seymour 

streets. She had previously ridden 
the Ethan Allen Express from 
Rutland but was excited to have the 
new convenience of a rail option to 
NYC from closer home.

Heightening her excitement was 
the anticipation of seeing a former 
college roommate in the Big Apple.

“She lives on the West Coast and 
is coming to NYC because she has 
a student performing at Carnegie,” 
Talmage said with a smile.

She was looking forward to a 
great weekend visit before heading 

back into Middlebury.
“I can drive to the city and have 

done it before, but I am so happy not 
to,” Talmage said enthusiastically. 
“The fact that this (train stop) is in 
Middlebury is awesome.”

And while she could have taken 
a plane to New York, Talmage 
was pleased to avoid the crowds, 
lines, parking hassles and other 
headaches of airport travel.

“I love riding the train,” she said.
John Flowers is at johnf@

addisonindependent.com.

KIR TALMAGE OF Starksboro was excited to board the Ethan 
Allen Express in Middlebury on Friday, Jan. 20. She said while she 
could have driven to New York City, the new train service offers more 
convenience and fewer hassles than airplane travel or driving solo.

Independent photo/John Flowers

“The train is 
well exceeding 
expectations at 
this time … we 
are averaging 
over 8,000 
riders per 
month along the 
entire route of 
the Ethan Allen 
Express since 
the extension 
was launched.”

— Toni Clithero
of VTrans

THE EXPANDED ETHAN Allen Express rail service is drawing a 
growing number of passengers, including at its Middlebury stop, 
shown here.

Independent photos/Steve James
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and win prizes!

All submissions will be entered to win one of three local prize packages!

Know a friend, a lover, a pet, a business, or 
anyone else who needs a little love?
Submit a brief description or story about your nominee 
by Monday, February 6th. A photo is optional, but absolutely 
welcome! We’ll announce the winners in the February 9th 
edition of the Addison Independent. 

HOW:
Online at addisonindependent.com/contests
By email at contests@addisonindependent.com
By mail to 58 Maple Street,
Middlebury, VT 05753

Send Love this

Package 1: Prize from Black Sheep Bistro, $25 gift 
certificate to Linda’s Apparel, small treat package from 

Middlebury Sweets; 
Package 2: $100 gift card to Tourterelle, $25 gift certificate 

to Middlebury Floral & Gifts, small treat package from 
Middlebury Sweets; 

Package 3: $100 gift card to Café Provence, $35 gift 
certificate to Cole’s Flowers, small treat package from 

Middlebury Sweets.

Thank you to our contest sponsors

Prize packages will be 
selected at random and 

mailed to each winner.

By MARIN HOWELL 
MIDDLEBURY — Before 

he was an economics major at 
Middlebury College, Ben Lash was 
getting a hands-on instruction in the 
distribution of goods and services by 
running his own business. 

Lash, now a senior at the college, 
founded American Student Helpers 
in 2016. The odd jobs company 
connects students looking for part-
time work with community members 
in need of help with everyday 
tasks like yardwork or furniture 
assembly. After seeing success with 
the business in his hometown of 
Westerly, R.I., Lash is expanding the 
operation into Addison County this 
month. 

“So far the responses I’ve gotten 
from people in Middlebury, it seems 
like it’s a need that is not being met 
by other odd job services,” Lash 
said. “I’m really excited for the 
opportunity to expand and to see 
what comes next.” 

Lash described the services his 
company provides as low-skilled 
tasks, things like dog walking or 
helping deliver someone’s items to a 
donation center. 

“It’s the stuff that someone’s 
landscaper or caretaker won’t do or 
can’t get done that we’ll fill in for,” 
Lash explained. “(American Student 
Helpers) covers a lot of areas that 
there’s not really a someone to fill.” 

Interested customers contact Lash 
and his team with a task they need 
done, and then Lash coordinates a 
time for a group of student workers 
to complete the job. 

Lash started the company with his 
brother and a friend, and the team in 
Westerly has grown to five part-time 
workers that offer over 14 services. 

“In Westerly, people love it. The 
response has been overwhelmingly 
positive,” he said. “It makes me 
super happy to hear that we’re 
helping people.”

The opportunity to expand 
American Student Helpers to 

By FRED THYS
VTDigger.org

Thirteen Middlebury College 
students are spending their 
January term learning about 
entrepreneurship from the Vermont 
Center for Emerging Technologies, 
a Burlington business incubator. 

To qualify, the students must have 
a business of their own to promote. 
About a third of the students in this 
year’s class are generating revenue 
already, according to VCET 
President David Bradbury.  

Bradbury and Vice President 
Sam Roach-Gerber teach the 
course, which is in its ninth year. 

One of the students, James 
Heath, is building a website called 
Dormplex that allows students to 
offer goods and services to others on 
their campus. Heath, a sophomore, 
last week said he and his partners 
planned to launch a beta version 
of the website this week at the 
Claremont Colleges in California 
before launching it at Middlebury 
in February. (One of his partners 
attends Pitzer College, one of the 
seven Claremont Colleges.) 

Heath said he hopes the 
class teaches him some of the 
foundations of building a company.

As part of the course, students 
go on field trips and work on their 
business plans. They are taught 
selling, accounting, pricing and 
how to raise capital, Bradbury 
said. The course includes guest 
appearances from venture 
capitalists and other entrepreneurs.

By the end, students decide 
whether to pursue their business 
while in college, and about a third 
of them go on to do so, according 
to Bradbury.

One concept he and Roach-
Gerber teach the students, 
Bradbury said, is to discover their 
customers. 

“And that means going out 
and talking to people that aren’t 
your roommate or your mom or 
your teammate,” he said. They 
have to prove that their idea is an 
opportunity — something that they 
can make money on repeatedly, 
and that they can scale so that they 

can support a team. 
Bradbury said VCET helps 

companies get started at as 
many as six colleges in the state, 
but he sees Middlebury as the 
best entrepreneurial campus in 
Vermont.

“They’ve focused on student 
creativity, innovation and 
entrepreneurship for well over 
a decade now,” he said. “It is an 
unexpected place of entrepreneurial 
energy.”

Heath, who is from Detroit, 
agreed. 

“I think it’s probably one of the 
best places in the country,” he said.

Middlebury launched its 
first entrepreneurship program 
about 15 years ago, said Heather 
Neuwirth Lovejoy, director of 
Middlebury’s Innovation Hub. 
She said the college provides 
student entrepreneurs with courses, 
mentorship, funding and space.

“It’s a really amazing vehicle to 
show students how much Vermont 
has to offer,” she said of the 
January course. 

One of the more recognizable 
entrepreneurs to come out of 
Middlebury is Corinne Prevot, 
who founded Skida, the Burlington 
ski hat company. She grew the 
company while at Middlebury, 
though Bradbury said she did not 
take his course. 

Senior Sophie Hiland, whose 
business Over Easy makes faux-fur 
hoods, uses the space Middlebury 
makes available in its Old Stone 
Mill to run her company. She 
took the January entrepreneurship 
course last year. 

“Getting together with other 
students and mentors to actually 
talk through challenges and 
commiserate was really valuable,” 
she said. 

Hiland, who grew up in the 
North Shore suburbs of Chicago, 
said it’s unlikely that she’ll stay in 
Vermont to run her company after 
graduating. She plans to move to 
New York and focus on getting a 
job in elementary education. But 
she said she plans to continue 
running Over Easy on the side.

Incubator teaches 
student entrepreneurs
at Middlebury College

Student’s 
company 
helps with 
odd jobs  

Middlebury came earlier this month, 
when Lash began taking a winter 
term course on entrepreneurship at 
Middlebury College. The course 
sends students out of the classroom 
to engage with potential clients 
and customers, which Lash said 
has helped him 
think about further 
developing his 
business.  

“I thought I might 
as well try it out and 
see if this business 
plan is feasible and 
scalable, because it’s 
something I know I 
love to do and would 
be interested in doing 
in the future,” he said. 
“The course has been 
great. It’s given me a 
lot of confidence to 
do this on my own 
and see how it works 
out.” 

Lash began posting 
on Front Porch 
Forum to gauge 
if the Middlebury 
community has needs 
that could be met 
through a business 
like American 
Student Helpers. 
He found there was a lot of interest 
from residents that needed help with 
elderly care, handyman tasks and 
other services. 

He’s now putting together a team of 

Middlebury College students to form 
the Addison County branch of the 
business, which he hoped to launch 
on Jan. 23. In the past, American 
Student Helpers has operated solely 
during the summer, though Lash is 
working to offer services throughout 

the year. 
Lash said he 

plans to continue 
surveying Addison 
County residents 
about what kinds of 
jobs they need done 
and what the price 
range of those tasks 
might be. Typically, 
American Student 
Helpers charges a 
base rate of $30 per 
hour for each worker, 
with some jobs 
subject to additional 
fees.   

“I want to see what 
prices (Middlebury 
residents) are 
expecting and what 
they’d like to pay 
for certain jobs,” 
he said. “I don’t 
want to blindside 
anyone. I want to be 
affordable.” 

Lash said he’d like 
to continue expanding the services 
American Student Helpers offers, 
and he’d like to eventually add 
student profiles to the company’s 
website (americanstudenthelpers.

com) so residents can request a task 
with a specific team member based 
on their specialties. 

In the meantime, he’s excited 
to begin accepting jobs in and 
around Middlebury. Lash said he’s 
enjoyed running the business in his 
hometown for the past six years 
and is looking forward to getting 
to know the Middlebury area better 
by expanding services to Addison 
County. 

“I’m excited to meet new people 
in the area. I’ve gotten to know my 
hometown really well (through 
the business), and it’s changed the 
way I see the community,” he said. 
“There’s so many nice people in 
every community, and it’s just great 
to get to know them and learn more 
about the people you live next to.” 

Lash said he will likely head back 
to Westerly this summer, but he’s 
hoping by then he has a strong team 
based in Middlebury to keep the 
operation going while he’s out of 
state.  

“Ideally we’ll build up a client 
list and enough student workers to 
where we can run year-round in 
Middlebury,” he said. “I know I can 
find the right people to trust to do 
the jobs as well as they can and be 
reliable.” 

 Those interested in hearing 
more about American Student 
Helpers or looking to request a job 
can contact Lash and his team at 
americanstudenthelpers@gmail.
com.

BEFORE AND AFTER photos show how an 
American Student Helpers team created a moss 
garden with a path through it at a job in Rhode 
Island. Middlebury College student Ben Lash is 
expanding the business to Addison County. 

Photo collage courtesy of Ben Lash

“People love it. The 
response has been 
overwhelmingly 
positive. It makes 
me super happy 
to hear that we’re 
helping people.”

— Ben Lash
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By ANDY KIRKALDY 
RIPTON — In a Saturday meet held at 

Rikert Outdoor Center that was blessed 
with snowfall in the two previous days, 
the Division II Middlebury Union 
High School Nordic ski teams posted 
strong results: The Tiger girls skied to 
a big victory in a six-team field, and 
the boys settled for second-place finish 
among nine scoring teams, six of which 
compete in D-I.

Both races were 5-kilometer classic-
style events. The first four Tiger girls 
posted scoring finishes in the top eight, 
led by Ava Schneider’s first-place effort. 

MUHS earned 16 points, well ahead of 
second-place Mount Anthony at 42. 
Woodstock (52), St. Johnsbury (60), 
Mount Mansfield (69) and Brattleboro 
(89) rounded out the field.

Schneider’s time of 17:40 was more 
than 26 seconds better than that of 
second-place finisher Ava Krebs of 
St. Johnsbury (18:06.6). For scoring 
purposes (skiers whose schools do not 
field full teams of four do not have 
their places counted), Tigers Mary 
Harrington, Beth McIntosh and Lia 
Harrington finished third, fourth and 
eighth, respectively.

One Mount Abraham girl skied as an 
independent: June Yates-Rusch finished 
14th overall in 21:08.

On the boys’ side, Mount Anthony 
won with 19 points, with MUHS edging 
out Mount Mansfield for second place, 
38-39. Woodstock (87) and St. J (90) 
rounded out the top five. 

Mount Anthony’s Luke Rizio won the 
boys race in 14:50.7, exactly 10 seconds 
ahead of Tiger Eliot Schneider in 
second. The other MUHS boys’ scorers 
and their scoring positions were Baxter 
Harrington in eight, Matias Citarella in 

AVA SCHNEIDER’S VICTORY in Saturday’s classic 5K race at Rikert 
Outdoor Center helped the Tiger girls win the event. It was her second 
straight individual triumph.

Independent photo/Steve James

SENIOR LIA ROBINSON became the fourth Tiger to post a top-10 
finish in the girls’ classic 5K at Rikert Outdoor Center on Saturday. 

Independent photo/Steve James

TIGER SKIER MATIAS Citarella cracked the top 10 for the Tiger boys in a classic 5K race held on 
Saturday at Rikert Outdoor Center, helping his team to a second-place result.

Independent photo/Steve James

Tiger Nordic excels at Rikert
MUHS girls roll to first in classic 5K; boys take second ScoreScore

BOARD
HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

Girls’ Hockey
1/21 Stowe vs MUHS ........................3-1
1/25 Missisquoi at MUHS .....Postponed

Boys’ Hockey
1/18 MUHS vs Woodstock.................5-0
1/21 Rutland vs MUHS......................4-1
1/23 MUHS vs Burlington ..................7-5
1/25 MUHS at St. J....Postponed to 2/13

Boys’ Basketball
1/20 MUHS vs VUHS ...................57-37
1/20 Mt. Abe vs Enosburg .............70-42
1/21 Brattleboro vs OV ..................64-41
1/23 MUHS vs U-32.......................60-57
1/24 Fair Haven vs OV ..................54-34
1/25 MUHS at Milton ..............Ppd to 2/6
1/25 VUHS at Enosburg ........Ppd to 2/6

Girls’ Basketball
1/18 Colchester vs MUHS .............66-50
1/18 Missisquoi vs Mt. Abe............47-44
1/18 Enosburg vs VUHS ...............41-26
1/20 Hartford vs OV.......................45-37
1/21 N. Country vs MUHS .............72-33
1/21 Mt. Abe vs VUHS...................53-29
1/23 Montpelier vs Mt. Abe............45-41 
1/24 MUHS vs VUHS ........... 51-47 (OT)
1/25 Woodstock at OV...........Postponed

COLLEGE SPORTS
Men’s Hockey

1/20 Colby vs Midd............................5-0
1/21 Midd vs Bowdoin .......................3-2

Women’s Hockey
1/20 Midd vs Bowdoin .......................4-2
1/21 Midd vs Bowdoin .......................3-1

Women’s Basketball
1/21 Williams vs Midd........... 56-50 (OT)

Men’s Basketball
1/21 Midd vs Williams....................60-55

By ANDY KIRKALDY
WILLIAMSTOWN, Mass. 

— Middlebury College men’s 
basketball picked up a big win on 
Saturday, 60-55 at NESCAC rival 
Williams. 

The victory pushed the Panthers 
to 15-2 and 4-1 in the league, good 
for second place behind Trinity, 4-0 
in NESCAC play and 12-5 overall. 

The Ephs (16-2, 3-2 NESCAC) 
entered the game ranked No. 6 in 
NCAA Division III. After defeating 
Williams on Saturday and former 
No. 4 Keene State on Jan. 16 on 
the road, Middlebury moved from 
No. 11 in the national rankings last 
week up to No. 5 this week. 

This past Saturday against the 
host Ephs, the Panthers went on 
an 11-0 run early in the first half to 
take a 20-10 lead and were never 
headed. They held Williams to 13 
points in the first half and led by 11 
after 20 minutes. 

Williams opened the second half 
with an 11-3 run, highlighted by 
five points from Spencer Spivy, to 
cut the deficit to 27-24 at 15:47, 
but came no closer in the rest of the 
game.

Middlebury slowly extended 
its lead and went up, 49-39, on a 
David Brennan layup with 6:12 to 
go. Two Nash Goldman free throws 
made it 53-41 with less than two 
minutes remaining.

The Ephs then went on a 7-2 
run to cut the lead to 55-50 with 
just under a minute left. Noah 
Osher hit two free throws at 0:53 
to put the Panthers up by seven, 
but Williams’s Cole Prowitt-Smith 
sandwiched a three-pointer and a 
layup around an Alex Sobel free 
throw for Middlebury to make it 
58-55 at 0:14. Sam Stevens then 
iced the win for Middlebury with 
two late free throws.

Prowitt-Smith led the Ephs with 
20, and Spencer Spivy scored 13. 

Sobel finished with team highs 
of 18 points and 13 rebounds. 
The senior is ranked fifth on the 
Middlebury career list with 711 
boards. Goldman added a career-
high 10 points, Osher and Stevens 
chipped in nine apiece, and forward 
Jackson McKersie scored seven 
points off the bench. The Panthers 
outrebounded the Ephs, 46-35, 
with Brennan pulling down nine 
boards.

The Panthers will host league 
foes Bates and Tufts and 7 p.m. 
on Friday and 3 p.m. on Saturday, 
respectively.

Men’s hoop 
nets big wins, 
rises to No. 5

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — Vergennes 

Union High School wrestler Eli 
Brace won his weight class and 
three of his teammates earned 
spots on the podium with top-three 
finishes as their team claimed fourth 
place out of the 20 high schools 
that participated in Saturday’s 
Commodore Invitational at VUHS. 

Ballston Spa, N.Y., scored 245 
points to win the tournament, 
followed by Vermont powerhouse 
Mount Anthony in second with 
192 points. Ballston Spa wrestlers 
won five weight classes and added 
seven more top-four finishes. 
MAU won two titles and added 
nine top-four individual results. 

Colchester (133), VUHS (91) 

and Essex (89) rounded out the top 
five. Mount Abraham, which sent 
only three wrestlers and was led by 
Matt Conant’s fourth-place effort 
at 145 pounds, scored 20 points 
to take 15th in field that included 
two teams from New York and two 
from New Hampshire.

Brace defeated Mount Anthony’s 
Tyler Monick in the final, 3-1, and 
finished with a 3-0 record. 

Also reaching the podium for the 
Commodores on Saturday were: 

• Jamison Couture, who was 
second at 195 after losing in 
the final to Chris Robbins of 
Contoocook Valley Regional 
High School in New Hampshire. 

Brace leads Commodore 
grapplers at home tourney

VUHS 132-POUND WRESTLER Eli Brace looks to pin one of this three opponents, all of whom he 
defeated to win his weight class at Saturday’s Commodore Invitational. 

Photo courtesy of Lisa Brace

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — Visiting 

Middlebury Union High School 
boys’ basketball took control 
early at Vergennes on Friday 
with strong man-to-man defense 

and rebounding — and the inside 
presence of senior center Penn 
Riney — on the way to a 57-37 
victory at a packed Commodore 
gymnasium. 

Riney scored nine of his game-

high 22 points, and teammate 
Graham Mattrick added five of his 
11 as they combined for all 14 of 
the Tigers’ first-quarter points as 
their team took a 14-3 lead after 
one period. Only a three-point play 

by Wyatt Rochon answered for the 
host Commodores. 

Play evened out for the next 
two periods, and the Commodores 
sliced a 15-point Tiger lead to 10 in 
the fourth quarter, but MUHS had 

responded by feeding Riney inside 
while Willem Berry heated up from 
behind the arc as they pulled away. 

Coach Chris Altemose’s MUHS 
team improved to 4-4, respectable 

COMMODORE GUARD ABRAM Francis looks to make a play while Tiger Jack Trudeau digs in on 
defense during Friday’s game in Vergennes. 

Independent photo/Steve James

COMMODORE GUARD XAVIER DeBlois drives into the lane on 
Friday at VUHS against the defense of Tiger forward Noah Doherty-
Konczal. 

Independent photo/Steve James

(See Wrestling, Page 2B)

MUHS boys’ basketball leads coast to coast at Commodome

(See Basketball, Page 4B)
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Calling all
football fans!

The annual Addy Indy Super Sunday Contest

kicks off next week.

Enter to win big starting 02/02.

Entry forms will be available

in print, online, and

at select community partners.

Cozy up with the local news!
Subscribe online
addisonindependent.com

OR
Fill out this form and mail it with payment

Send to

Town State Zip

Email address

Are you a senior (65+)? Yes No

Sign me up to Auto Renew. Yes
ONLY AVAILABLE FOR CREDIT CARD PAYMENTS

Method of Payment:

Check Enclosed $    

 Visa        MC       Amex       Discover 

Card #                     

CCV            Exp. Date   

IN STATE
$50/year
65+ $45/year

OUT-OF-STATE
$60/year
65+ $55/year

Online access FREE with all print subscriptions!

Question
s?

CALL SADIE

TODAY!

Cozy up with the local news!Cozy up with the local news!
SUBSCRIBE

58 Maple St., Midd., VT 05753
802-388-4944 ext 104

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Girls’ Hockey

1/28 MUHS at Harwood  ............3:30 PM
2/1 Woodstock at MUHS  ...............7 PM
2/4 Brattleboro at MUHS ................5 PM
2/8 MUHS at Hartford  ....................7 PM

Boys’ Hockey
2/1 MUHS at Brattleboro  ..........7:15 PM
2/8 MUHS at Milton ...................7:30 PM

Boys’ Basketball
1/26 OV at MSJ ..............................7 PM
1/28 Mill River at Mt. Abe  ............. 11 AM
1/28 VUHS at North Country  .. 12:30 PM
1/28 MUHS at Enosburg ..........12:30 PM
1/30 OV at BBA ..............................7 PM
1/31 Mt. Abe at MUHS ....................7 PM
1/31 Milton at VUHS  ......................7 PM
1/31 MUHS at Mt. Abe ....................7 PM
2/1 OV at Windsor ..........................7 PM
2/2 North Country at Mt. Abe ..........7 PM
2/2 Mill River at MUHS ....................7PM
2/3 VUHS at Missisquoi  .................7 PM
2/4 Spaulding at MUHS ...........12:30 PM
2/4 Springfi eld at OV .................5:30 PM

Girls’ Basketball
1/27 MUHS at Mt. Abe ....................7 PM
1/27 VUHS at Colchester  ..............7 PM
1/30 Colchester at Mt. Abe .............7 PM
1/31 OV at Hartford ........................7 PM
2/1 Missisquoi at MUHS .................7 PM
2/1 Mt. Abe at Enosburg  ................7 PM
2/1 VUHS at North Country  ......6:30 PM
2/3 Harwood at MUHS ....................7 PM
2/4 VUHS at Missisquoi  ..........12:30 PM
2/4 Spaulding at Mt. Abe  ........12:30 PM

Gymnastics
1/28 MUHS at S. Burlington ......1:45 PM
2/3 MUHS at CVU .....................7:30 PM

Dance
1/28 MUHS at Richford ...................1 PM
2/4 MUHS at BBA ...........................1 PM

Nordic Skiing
1/27.................................. MUHS at BBA
1/31.......................MUHS at Rutland/OV

Wrestling
1/26 VUHS/Mt. Abe at Spaulding 6 PM
1/28 ................VUHS at OV Tournament
1/31 Mt. Abe at Randolph ..........5:30 PM
2/1 St. J/Harwood at VUHS .......5:30 PM
2/4 .. Mt. Abe/VUHS/OV at MMU Tourney

COLLEGE SPORTS
Men’s Hockey

1/27 Conn at Midd ..........................7 PM
1/28 Tufts at Midd ...........................4 PM
2/3 Midd at Wesleyan .....................7 PM
2/4 Midd at Trinity ...........................4 PM

Women’s Hockey
1/27 Midd at Conn ..........................7 PM
1/28 Midd at Conn ..........................3 PM
2/3 Wesleyan at Midd .....................7 PM
2/4 Wesleyan at Midd .....................3 PM
2/7 Midd at Norwich ........................7 PM

Women’s Basketball
1/27 Midd at Bates ..........................7 PM
1/28 Midd at Tufts ...........................3 PM
2/3 Wesleyan at Midd .....................7 PM
2/4 Trinity at Midd  ..........................3 PM
2/8 Colby-Sawyer at Midd .........5:30 PM

Men’s Basketball
1/27 Bates at Midd ..........................7 PM
1/28 Tufts at Midd ...........................3 PM
2/3 Midd at Wesleyan .....................7 PM
2/4 Midd at Trinity ...........................3 PM

ScheduleSchedule

VUHS 160-POUND WRESTLER Payton Lavoie goes for one of his 
two pins at the Commodore Invitational on Saturday.

Photo courtesy of Lisa Brace

Couture compiled a 2-1 record and 
pinned one opponent.

• Isaac Preston, who lost to the 
eventual champion at 182 but 
pinned his other three opponents to 
fi nish third in the weight class. 

• Caden Howell, third at 220 
with a 3-1 record. Howell pinned 
two opponents. 

For Mount Abe, Conant went 
2-2 in taking fourth at 145. Both 
of Conant’s losses were by a single 
point. 

Results for the other Commodore 
and Eagle wrestlers were: 

• At 113, Commodore Samantha 
Hallock went 0-2.

• At 152, Commodore Tiegen 
Buskey went 0-2. 

• At 160, Commodore Payton 
Lavoie went 2-2 while pinning 
two opponents, and Eagle Lucas 
Grover went 0-2.

• At 220, Eagle Wyatt Allenson 
went 1-2 with his victory coming 
by a pin. One of his losses came to 
Howell. 

Coming up, the Eagles have dual 
meets at Spaulding and Randolph 
before a Feb. 4 tournament at Mount 
Mansfi eld. The Commodores are 
scheduled to join the Eagles at 
Spaulding and Mount Mansfi eld, 
but between those events they will 
travel to Otter Valley this weekend 
for the Otters’ annual tournament. 
Middlebury is scheduled to 
compete in a Connecticut 
tournament this weekend before 
joining the other county teams at 
Mount Mansfi eld. 

COMMODORE JAMISON COUTURE does battle with New Hampshire wrestler Chris Robbins in the 
195-pound fi nal at Saturday’s Commodore Invitation. Couture lost that match, but fi nished second in his 
weight class. 

Photo courtesy of Lisa Brace

Wrestling
(Continued from Page 1B)

Enter the 
Super Sunday Contest
for a chance to win
a membership and
one month dues
to Vermont Sun!

Middlebury 388.6888 Vergennes 
vermontsun.com

Get Off the Bench
and Join In!

Super Sunday Party 
Headquarters

Greg’s Market is Your

• Chicken Wings 
(prepared or cook your own!)

• Baby Back Ribs
(prepared or cook your own!)

• Best Deli Platters in Town 
Of Course!

• Beverages • Chips • Snacks 
• Guac fixins!

Place your order now 
for Super Sunday!

(802) 989-7651
3 Elm St., Middlebury

(802) 989-7651(802) 989-7651(802) 989-7651(802) 989-7651(802) 989-7651(802) 989-7651(802) 989-7651(802) 989-7651(802) 989-7651(802) 989-7651(802) 989-7651(802) 989-7651(802) 989-7651(802) 989-7651(802) 989-7651(802) 989-7651(802) 989-7651(802) 989-7651(802) 989-7651(802) 989-7651(802) 989-7651(802) 989-7651(802) 989-7651

My wife Deborah and I like to 
go walking. 

We are not interested in walking 
the Appalachian Trail. Nor even 
the Long Trail. Although we both 
fi nd longer walks in new places 
enjoyable, most of our walks are 
just 20 minutes long on familiar 
trails in the woods around our 
house. 

Although these familiar trails 
are — well — familiar, we still 
see new things each time we walk. 
In the spring, each week brings 
new varieties of wildfl owers as 
we run through the progression 
from hepatica just after snowmelt 
through spring beauties, trout lily, 
Dutchman’s britches, 
and then our red and 
white trillium as the 
trees are leafi ng out in 
May. In the summer, red 
efts and (many-colored) 
fungi often catch our 
attention and delight us. 
After a summer of thick 
foliage, stick season 
seems to reveal all sorts 
of new visual treasures 
once again. 

In the winter, it’s the tracks. 
Although numerous deer, turkey, 
coyote and small rodents make 
their presence known in the 
snow, there are three deer in 
particular that have made a home 
in our woods the past year. They 
are like family. We worry about 
them when we don’t see them for 
a prolonged period (especially 
in November). They often bed 
down within a stone’s throw of 
our house. A glimpse of them (or 
at least their fl eeing white fl ags) 
is always a nice bonus on a walk, 
but even when we don’t see them, 
their tracks tell us where they’ve 
been — and that they are still 
around. We fi nd out who the 
other visitors are, too. And where 
the turkeys have been (quite 
literally) scratching out a living.

And year round it’s the birds. 
Who will see on the next walk? 
Who will we hear?

We notice more when walking 
than we do when biking for the 
same reason that we notice more 
when biking than when driving a 
car. Mostly, it’s the pace. But it’s 

also the freedom to look around. 
To stop in the middle of a trail 
without risk of injury. To gaze up 
through the canopy at the sky, or 
down at the ground by our feet.

Deborah walks more than I do. 
Most days, she walks our dog 
twice. I admit that, as much as 
I enjoy walking, and as much as 
I like our big black lab, on days 
when I’m particularly busy I can 
view the dog walk as a job that 
needs to be done. For Deborah, 
though, having a dog is a gift: an 
excuse to go walking. On my own 
walks, I pay as much attention 
to the trees as the animals. One 
part of me is noting where storm 

or disease has taken 
down limbs or entire 
trees, and where I might 
go to harvest my next 
wagonload of fi rewood. 
(And then I forget most 
of what I notice, and 
so I get to make the 
same observations a 
week later.) But mostly 
I’m just admiring the 
beauty of trees, and how 
different the bark is not 

only from one species to another 
but sometimes from one member 
of a species to another of the 
same species 20 feet away. 

Though we both go for walks 
alone, I especially enjoy walking 
with Deborah. After more than 
three decades of marriage, it 
has become one of our favorite 
pastimes. We can talk as we 
walk. Sometimes we have things 
to say. But often we are just quiet 
in each other’s company. The 
quieter we are, the more the quiet 
of the woods can speak to us. 
The more the quiet of the woods 
can become loud. Melodic. 
Harmonic. 

A few years ago, I read an 
article about how walking is 
good for overall health. It’s not 
just for the exercise. The article 
claimed that walking among 
green and growing things had 
particular health benefi ts beyond 
the cardiovascular. For example, 
lowering anxiety and stress. 
I thought, “I didn’t need the 
research to tell me that.”

A meditation on walking

MATTHEW
DICKERSON

MIDDLEBURY — The 
Middlebury Union High School 
boys’ hockey team took two out 
of three recent games, and the 
Tigers carried a 4-6-1 record into 
a road trip this Wednesday to St. 
Johnsbury. 

On Jan. 19, MUHS blanked 
visiting Woodstock, 5-0, as fi ve 
Tigers scored a goal apiece: Cole 
Schnoor (he also had an assist), 
Kellan Bartlett (assist), Toby 

Draper (two assists), Landon Kean 
and Iver Anderson. Goalie TJ 
Baron worked a 20-save shutout, 
and Woodstock’s Dominic Palazzo 
made 23 saves.

On Saturday, visiting Rutland 
skated away with a 4-1 victory 
over the Tigers. Draper scored an 
unassisted third-period goal for 
MUHS. Cameron Rider scored 
twice for RHS, and Graham Seider 
and Will Alexander added a goal 

apiece.  
On Monday, the Tigers outscored 

host Burlington in a rescheduled 
game, 7-5. Four MUHS goals in 
the third period proved decisive, 
including Bartlett’s second of the 
night and one apiece from Eliot 
Heminway, Kean and Schnoor.

Quinn Collins and Bartlett 
scored in the fi rst period, and 
Draper added the third Tiger goal 
in the second. Kean chipped in 
three assists, Draper helped set up 
two goals, and Gus Hodde, Jake 
Kadar, Henry Hunsdorfer, Gavin 
McNulty and Bartlett added an 
assist apiece. Casey Calzini made 
a dozen saves for the Tigers.

Boys’ hockey takes two of three

panthers
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Year in Arts

Our entertainment editor looks 

back at a fantastic year when arts 

emerged. See Arts + Leisure.

By the way

Flying high

Small in number, the MUHS 

gymnastics team leapt into action 

against St. J. See Page 1B.

Ancient craft

Chronology 

2022

(S ee J anuary ,  Page 8 A )

E ditor’ s  note:  The start of 20 22 

loo ed something li e 2021, with 

face mas s, social distancing and 

everybody eeping an eye out 

for signs of COVID-19. Over the 

course of the year, we learned to 

deal with it and soon enough the 

governor started easing constraints 

in schools. By summer we mostly 

acclimated to the new normal, 

and we could all en oy things li e 

parades and public get togethers. 

Of course, 2022 had its rough 

patches. And it had many high 

points. Ta e a trip down memory 

lane and recall what made this past 

year special.

And here’s to a great 2023

COVID still here, but 2022 

offered much to remember

2022 started out with — what 

else  — a surge of COVID-19 

cases, than s to the highly 

contagious Omicron variant. After 

the first Vermont infection traced 

to Omicron was reported on Dec. 

18, 2021, by early January 75  

of Vermont’s reported COVID 

cases were due to the variant. As 

a result, more meetings went bac  

to oom, orter Hospital tightened 

its visitor policy, the social services 

agency HO E (Helping Overcome 

January 13
THE TH ENTURY Ne  Ha en nction Train Depot transits eastbo nd p the first hill on Ro te  

on its ay to a ne  home on North Street on Wednesday morning  State officials said the b ilding sat 

too close to the tracks for new higher-speed passenger trains. Independent file photo Ste e ames

January

State encourages building mid-priced homes Ferrisburgh to buy church

as congregation dwindles

Students 
push towns 
to broaden 
ARPA focus 

Two school 
leaders are 
preparing 
to move on 
B u rrow s ,  R e e n  

file applications

New Haven 

celebrates 

its migrant 

farm workers

(S ee L eaders ,  Page 2 0 A )

(S ee S torm,  Page 2 0 A )

(S ee M igrant w ork ers ,  Page 3 A )

(S ee A R PA  dec is ions ,  Page 19 A )

(S ee H ous ing,  Page 5 A )

B y  M A R I N  H O W E L L  

MIDDLEBU Y — Municipal 

officials and citi ens in Addison 

County differ on how towns should 

spend their share of American 

escue lan Act (A A) funding 

and on how e tensive public 

participation has been in ma ing 

those funding decisions.

That comes from research 

conducted this fall by Middlebury 

College students, who evaluated 

how Middlebury, Weybridge, 

Bristol and Vergennes are deciding 

how to use their A A funds with a 

focus on the role of public input in 

(S ee Ch urc h ,  Page 19 A )

B y  A N D Y  K I R K A L D Y

FE ISBU H — A 

bittersweet ceremony held 

on Dec. 17 at the Ferrisburgh 

Center Methodist Church was a 

prelude for the planned transfer 

of the oute 7 church property 

to the town of Ferrisburgh. The 

town will add the 131-year-old 

building at the north end of 

the village to its inventory of 

property dedicated to the public 

good. 
The church congregation, the 

United Methodist New England 

The nonprofit Kinder Way 

Farm Sanctuary, off East 

Munger Street in Middlebury, 

was among many properties that 

sustained major damage during 

the high winds and snow on Dec. 

22. As previously reported in 

B y  M A R I N  H O W E L L  

NEW HAVEN — Through a 

series of events this fall, New 

Haven residents have been ma ing 

an effort to listen to and celebrate 

a part of the community that 

often goes unheard — migrant 

farm wor ers. Community-wide 

activities have centered on the 

stories of migrant farm wor ers, 

their ourneys to Vermont and 

e periences living and wor ing 

here. 
Organi ers of the events say they 

hope sharing these stories leads to a 

greater understanding of the area’s 

migrant farm wor ers and their 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBU Y — Two of 

Addison County’s three union 

school districts could find 

themselves searching for new 

superintendents early ne t year.

Addison Central School District 

Superintendent eter Burrows 

this month sent an email to A CSD 

staff informing them that he’s now 

loo ing for a new ob in urban 

settings outside Vermont.  This 

comes after almost a decade as top 

administrator for the ACSD, which 

delivers re -12 public education 

to children in Bridport, Cornwall, 

Middlebury, ipton, Salisbury, 

Shoreham and Weybridge.

I reali e this represents a 

significant change, and I am 

carefully analy ing all facets of 

this potential transition,  he told 

staff in the email.

I am still very much committed 

to our wor , our vision and our 

community,  he concluded in the 

brief message, which also than ed 

ACSD wor ers for their ongoing 

efforts to educate children amid 

COVID.
Meanwhile, Mount Abraham 

Unified School District 

Superintendent atric  een has 

told his board of directors he’s 

applied for the superintendent 

vacancy at the atricia A. 

Hannaford Career Center.

een told the I ndep endent the 

following, by email, at press time:

I did inform the MAUSD board 

THIS TREE THAT had fallen across oote Street in Middleb ry on riday  abo e  blocked traffic ntil it co ld be cleared  Belo  a 

linden tree t mbled in front of a Bristol home riday  st missing the porch  Large trees toppled onto po er lines  b ildings and roads 

could be seen all around Addison County Friday morning as high winds swept through Vermont. Then temperatures plummeted and 

utility crews were stretched thin restoring electricity to more than 80,000 Vermonters.
Independent photos ohn lo ers

power to more than 500 Vermont customers, 

though power was restored in Addison County 

by Tuesday, according to Vermont Emergency 

Management.

Often the last outages in a wind event li e 

this one are the most difficult to restore due to 

the rural nature of our state and the comple ity 

of the damage,  Erica Bornemann, director of 

Vermont Emergency Management, said in an 

email.
We are encouraged by the immense 

to 70 miles per hour moved across the 

state Thursday night and Friday morning, 

according to the National Weather Service. 

oing toward 100,000 Vermont utility 

customers were in the dar  with trees as 

large as 100 feet toppled onto power lines. 

By ADDISON INDEPENDENT STAFF

MIDDLEBU Y — With many Vermonters 

feeling stuc  because of the increasing costs of 

homes and the dire lac  of availability, state and 

local officials have announced a new program 

to build more moderately priced homes across 

the state. 
The Vermont Housing Finance Agency 

(VHFA) will administer the Missing Middle-

Income Homeownership Development rogram, 

which provides subsidies and incentives for 

homebuilders to construct or rehabilitate modest 

homes affordable to Vermont homebuyers at 

120  of the area median household income or 

lower.
We are not building enough homes in 

Vermont and have not been for quite some 

time,  said VHFA E ecutive Director Maura 

Collins. With the launch of this innovative, 

collaborative program, we are creating new 

homeownership opportunities by investing in 

the construction of for-sale homes.

The program, which Collins and others 

spo e about in an event at National Ban  of 

Middlebury’s main office on Dec. 13, is open 

to nonprofit and private home builders. Eligible 

types of housing units include: 1 4-unit houses, 

manufactured or modular houses, condominium 

units, and houses or apartments owned by 

cooperative housing corporations. 

The program includes both a construction 

loan guarantee as well as a development subsidy 

A Vergennes boat builder launches

a series that reveals secrets of the 

Japanese craft. See Page 7B.

Interested in selling the Addison Independent at your business? 
Call 802.388.4944 or email frontdesk@addisonindependent.com 

and chat with Sadie!

Stop by any of these 60+ locations
for your copy of Addison County’s 

award-winning community newspaper!

Meet Sadie!
Our Circulation 

Manager
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Seasonal spiritA college baking competition was 
designed to spark camaraderie 
among staff. See Arts + Leisure.

By the way

Taking wingThe Eagle girls broke through for 
their first win on Tuesday — in a 
big way. See how on Page 1B.

Lights glow one �nal time for holiday display

THT plans big downtown addition

Orwell residents call for state to buy 
Scout camp on lake

to new DPW leadership
Hunters take 1,141 deer locally

$6.5M project would fill space needs

Wayne Smith wraps up 30-year tradition 

Total in line with Vt., 2021 county figures

(S ee Camp  S unris e,  Page 9 A )

(S ee L igh t s h ow ,  Page 8 A )

(S ee H unters ,  Page 14 A )

(S ee W erner,  Page 11A )

(S ee T H T ,  Page 12 A )

B y  A N D Y  K I R K A L D YA DDI SO N  CO U N TY  —  
Boosted by a strong ri e season, 
2022 surpassed 2021 in the overall 
number of deer weighed at an 
Addison County wildlife reporting 
station, but ust barely because 
archery season numbers w ere 
average at best while mu leloader 
and Youth Hunting Wee end counts 
trailed local norms. In all, ac  ’N eel in New 

Haven, Bu ton’s Store in 
Orwell, Vermont Field Sports 
in Middlebury, the Lincoln and 
West Addison general stores, and 
C S Hunting Supplies in East 
Middlebury handled 1,141 deer 
this year. They weighed more than half of 

those — 636 — during the main 
event, November’s 16-day ri e 
season. 

That ri e number trailed only the 
record of 647 set in 2020, at least 
since 2005, when the state banned 
shooting buc s with two or fewer 
antler points. i e hunters may 
now again shoot spi ehorns, but 
only in some areas, including parts 
of Lincoln and Star sboro.

Vermont Fish  Wildlife 
Department Deer ro ect leader 
Nic  Fortin said this wee  — with 
final reports still due from about 30 
weigh stations — it was too soon 
to draw final conclusions about the 

B y  J O H N  F L O W E R SMIDDLEBU Y — The creative 
minds at Town Hall Theater are 
thin ing big again.The historic Middlebury arts 

space is being si ed up for a 
7,000-8,000-square-foot addition 
that would provide room for programming, as well as an 

outdoor pla a that would host a 
wide array of free live events, food 
and beverage pop-ups, and other 
offerings.The pro ect, estimated at 6.5 

million, would e tend from the THT 
building at 68 South leasant St. 
onto the ad acent lot now occupied 
by the former Diner estaurant 
at 66 Merchants ow. THT and 
its boosters purchased the Diner 

property in 2018 for 310,000 in 
anticipation of the need for a future 
e pansion to accommodate more 
revenue-producing functions that 
simply can’t fit into the present 
THT building, which includes a 
232-seat theater and main stage, 
gallery and studio space.THT officials said the addition 

is being driven by a community 
thirst for more arts education and 
programming that can’t fit into 68 
South leasant. That has translated 
into missed revenue opportunities 

for THT, which — li e virtually 
all nonprofits — operates on a thin 
margin.

The venue loses 3 0 %  of its 
boo ing dates each year simply as 
a result of local theater companies 
being forced to rehearse and 
build sets on THT’s main stage, 
according to Lisa Mitchell, 
e ecutive director of the THT.

THT founder and Artistic 
Director Doug Anderson said 
e pansion will be ey to the B y  J O H N  F L O W E R SMIDDLEBU Y — Middlebury 

this wee  bid farewell to one of 
its most senior administrators and 
welcomed a new employee to ta e 
his place.Dan Werner retired as the town’s 

director of public wor s planning 
after 23  years in that role.

Emmalee Cherington of Mon ton 
too  over the ob, which is critical 
to the planning and construction of 
infrastructure pro ects in Addison 
County’s shire town.It was as a high schooler that 

Werner, a native of Manhattan, 
Ill., was leafing through an edition 
of V ermont M agaz ine and came 
upon a photo spread of vibrant fall 
foliage photos.I said to myself, You now, 

one of these days I have to move 
there,’  he recalled.He made his first trip to Vermont 

in 1978, as part of a Vermont 
Bicycle Tours trip.It was all he had hoped for.

I ind of fell in love with the 
state,  he said.Werner made additional visits 

to Vermont during the 1980s and 
1990s, before fate stepped in 
during the summer of 1999.

I was having one of those days at 
wor  and I opened up the American 
ublic Wor s Association ournal 

and there was an ad for Middlebury, 
Vermont,  he said.

B y  M A R I N  H O W E L L  SALISBU Y — For the past 30 years, Wayne and Diane Smith’s 

light show has been a hallmar  of the holiday season in Addison 

County. During the month of December, loads of people drive by the 

couple’s home to see it dec ed with decorations that far e ceed the 

typical holiday lawn display. 
The length of their cul de sac in Salisbury near the north end of La e 

Dunmore is outfitted with ashing reindeer, a variety of in atable 

Christmas-themed characters, other festive wonders and more than 

WAYNE SMITH STANDS in front of the extravagant holiday light show he’s put on every year for three decades on his property near 

Lake Dunmore in Salisbury. The 74-year-old recently announced that this year’s display would be his last, as the work has gotten to be 

too much for him and his neighbors. 

Independent photo/Steve James

A  g r o u p  o f  A d d i s o n  C o u n t y  
w o m e n  h a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  “ g i v i n g  
c i r c l e ”  a i m e d  a t  s u p p o r t i n g  
local nonprofit causes. It’s 
c a l l e d  “ 100 W o m e n  W h o  C a r e  
Addison County.” Members 
g a t h e r  q u a r t e r l y  t o  c h o o s e  t h r e e  
nonprofits to receive the group’s 
p o o l e d  d o n a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  a m o u n t  
to $100 quarterly per member. 

B y  J O H N  F L O W E R SO WELL — Orwell resident Sarah Harris has for years sw um laps in Sunset La e during the w armer months. It’s been a treasured ritual that has brought her health and many other, less-intangible rewards — such as the sight of nesting loons and the surreal sensation of small fish gently nipping at her toes.
It’s a total oy to drive over there at the end of the wor day, ump in and cool off,  she said. 

It’s an e traordinarily cool la e; 
you can see the bottom. Y ou can 
see the fish. It’s stunning to loo  
at. It’s crystal clear.While the water in the la e is 

clear, future access to the la e — 

as part of a 1 4 6- acre spread in Orwell and Benson that’s been owned and used by Vermont Boy Scouts for almost a century — is becoming mur y. The Boy Scouts G reen Mountain Council (BS MC) is loo ing to sell the property and Harris is among scores of area residents who’ve been pleading w ith state authorities to purchase the land to ensure both Sunset La e and (nearby) Sunrise La e and their surroundings remain pristine and accessible 
to the public.The BSG MC has been on 

board with the idea of selling the 
land to the state, and the non-
profit organi ation entered into 
negotiations with the Vermont 

“A lot of people in our communities don’t have access to other clean water sources for recreation. Equal access to clean water, forests, and land should be a priority for our state right now.”
— Emily Casey

B y  M A R I N  H O W E L L  B ISTOL — Mount Abraham 

In the spotlightSTUDENTS AT THE independent Bridge School in Middlebury on Thursday stage “Lost,” a play 

that they wrote themselves. Shown here are, from left, Gus Halter of New Haven, Tilly Heitkamp of 

Addison and Sam Gardner of Middlebury. See more photos from the play on Page 3A.Independent photo/Steve James

$9.7M bond for Mt. Abe 
is under consideration 

Happy  Holidays!
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Long gone
Bill Hart acted in a forgotten 1975 

horror film. A cinephile wants to 

find it. See Arts + Leisure.

By the way

Winning time
Local wrestlers took titles last 

week at MUHS, and one was the 

event’s top grappler. See Page 1B.

New Haven 
farm �nds 
homes for 
wild horses

Federal money is 
landing in county
T u rn in g  P oin t  s e cu re s  a  $ 1 M  g ra n t

Local women pool 

funds for charities

A NW S D  de l a y s  s ix t h -

g ra de  m ov e  t o V U H S

Rep. Conlon leaves ACSD 

board to head committee

Middlebury 
strengthens 
noise rules
W e e k e n d p a rt ie rs  

a re  p u t  on  n ot ice

(S ee Conl on,  Page 9 A )

(S ee Ch arities ,  Page 12 A )

(S ee D el ay ,  Page 11A )

B y  J O H N  F L O W E R S

CO R N W A L L  —  State R ep. 

P eter Conlon, D- Cornw all, is 

stepping down from his local 

school board in order to play a 

bigger role in shaping statewide 

educational policy.
Conlon — who represents the 

Addison-2 district in the Vermont 

House — confirmed late last 

month he’s been offered (and 

will accept) the chairmanship of 

the House Education Committee. 

It’s a weighty assignment that’s 

prompted him to end what has 

T a k i n g  d o w n  t h e  t r e e ?  T h i s  

S a t u r d a y ,  J a n .  7 ,  i s  t h e  a n n u a l  

M e r r y  M u l c h  C h r i s t m a s  T r e e  

C o l l e c t i o n  D a y  f o r  V e r g e n n e s  

a n d  M i d d l e b u r y .  V o l u n t e e r s  

f r o m  t h e  V e r g e n n e s  L i o n s  C l u b  

a n d  t h e  M i d d l e b u r y  R o t a r y  

C l u b  w i l l  c o l l e c t  t r e e s  f r o m  t h e  

c u r b  i n  t h o s e  t w o  t o w n s  t h i s  

S a t u r d a y  m o r n i n g .  B e  s u r e  

t o  p u t  y o u r  t r e e  o u t  t h e  n i g h t  

b e f o r e ,  a s  c o l l e c t i o n  s t a r t s  

e a r l y .  R e m o v e  a n y  d e c o r a t i o n s  

f r o m  t h e  t r e e s ,  s o  t h e r e  a r e  

B y  M A R I N  H O W E L L  

A DDI SO N  CO U N TY  —  A  new  

philanthropic initiative ic ing 

off in Addison County this month 

could give 40,000 or more to 

local nonprofits by the end of the 

year. Members of the charitable 

giving circle 100 Women Who 

Care Addison County will gather 

quarterly to contribute 100 

each and decide which local 

organi ations will receive the 

group’s pooled donations. 

At 100 members times 100 

apiece, that would net 10,000 per 

q uarter.
orter night, a Bristol resident 

B y  A N D Y  K I R K A L D Y

VE ENNES — Four months 

after announcing that Addison 

Northwest School District 6th-

graders would attend middle school 

at Vergennes Union High School in 

the fall of 2023, ANSWD officials 

have decided the move won’t occur 

until the 2024-2025 academic year.

Chief among the reasons for the 

delay is that more time is needed 

for teachers and staff to prepare 

for a new educational model 

emphasi ing multi-age, e periential 

and socio-emotional  learning, 

district administrators told the 

ANWSD board. 

(S ee G rant,  Page 8 A )

B y  J O H N  F L O W E R S

MIDDLEBU Y — Christmas 

was a little sweeter this year 

for the Turning oint Center of 

Addison County and other area 

nonprofits than s to big federal 

grants that will help advance 

ma or community pro ects on their 

wish lists.
resident Joe Biden this past 

Thursday signed the Fiscal 

Year 2023 (FY23) Omnibus 

Appropriations bill that included 

a series of Congressionally 

Directed Spending awards (a a 

federal earmar s ) targeting local 

organiz ations.
The bill includes funding for 

do ens of Vermont pro ects, 

including several in our area. The 

largest was 1 million to help 

B y  M A R I N  H O W E L L  

NEW HAVEN — If you’re in 

the mar et for a mustang, loo  

no further than New Haven’s 

ising Action Mustangs farm, 

nown as AMS. Though, it’s 

worth noting that you won’t find 

any sports cars at the spread on 

East Street, if that’s what you’re 

searching for. 
The nonprofit farm, run by 

co-founders Madison Berry and 

Jasmine Foster, is a training 

and adoption facility for wild 

horses. Berry and Foster bring 

the mustangs from out West 

to find forever homes in New 

England. 
Mustangs are incredible 

horses, they come in every 

shape and si e and color you 

could imagine, they are brave 

and smart,  Berry said. eople 

don’t now that.
Mustangs are free-roaming 

horses of the Western United 

States, descendants of escaped, 

domestic horses that were 

brought to the Americas by 

Spanish e plorers in the 16th 

century. They’re considered 

feral horses, as they live in the 

wild but were once domesticated 

and often retain that domestic 

heritage. 
As of 2021, there were around 

86,000 free-roaming mustangs 

living on nearly 28 million 

acres of public lands in 10 

western U.S. states. Without any 

natural predators, the mustang 

population is growing and the 

land they’re ranging on is no 

longer able to support them.

They’re overpopulated, a lot 

of the ranges that they’re living 

on are going through droughts, 

and a lot of them die each year 

from e treme thirst,  Foster 

said. 
Around 55,000 mustangs had 

JASMINE FOSTER WORKS with Rooster, a wild horse currently in training at the Rising Action 

Mustangs farm in New Haven. Foster and co-founder Madison Berry have trained around 30 mustangs 

like Rooster since opening their nonprofit training and adoption facility for the ild horses in 
Photo courtesy of Madison Berry (S ee M us tangs ,  Page 7 A )

(S ee N ois e rul es ,  Page 10 A )

B y  J O H N  F L O W E R S

MIDDLEBU Y — The town 

of Middlebury is considering 

amendments to its noise ordinance 

that would — among other things 

— place an earlier lid on late-night 

revelry, loud music, construction 

din and other disruptions that have 

spurred increasing calls to police.

The most substantial change: 

N oise complaints can trigger a 

police response after 11 p.m. and 

before 7 a.m. on Fridays, Saturdays 

and special holidays,  such as New 

Year’s Eve and July 4. That’s two 

hours earlier than the current noise 

ordinance trigger of 1 a.m. through 7 

a.m. on those days.
The revised ordinance retains the 

current, so-called quite hours  of 

10 p.m. to 7 a.m. on Sunday through 

Thursday.
North leasant Street resident 

evin Mc rath is among those 

who’ve lobbied for a tightened noise 

ordinance to help tamp down late-

night parties hosted by Middlebury 
2023!

WHEN ARENTS ARE finally able to get their kids to sleep thro gh the night  the last thing they ant to do is keep them p ntil 

midnight on New Year’s Eve to mark the change of the calendar. Middlebury’s Ilsley Public Library on Saturday hosted an año nuevo 

party  ho rs early  here kids and families co nted do n to  at noon  Memoriali ing the e ent in front of a Times S are 

backdrop are oe and Mira abrera of Middleb ry ith their sons  L men   and Orien  Independent photo/Steve James
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Top Ten 2022

N early tw o years into the CO VI D- 1 9 
pandemic, and a year after vaccines first
began to be distributed, A ddison County
residents w ere still dealing w ith a lot of
sick ness at the beginning of 20 22. But, 
after a bad w inter, w e mostly learned to 
live w ith CO VI D over the course of the
year and for most of us it became more
of a constant drone in the back ground 
rather than a pounding drumbeat in our 
face. I t is still w ith us, it is still a threat
and w e are still living w ith the fallout 
from the pandemic —  that’ s w hy w e are 
calling it our top story of the year.

20 22 started out w ith a surge of 
CO VI D- 1 9 cases. J anuary 20 22 w as
Vermont’ s second- deadliest month of 
the CO VI D- 1 9 pandemic, according 
to the Vermont Department of H ealth.
VO H  reported that 64  people died of 
CO VI D during the month, seven few er
than in December 20 20 . 

Despite that CO VI D stat, high school
and college sports w ent on. I n F ebruary, 
Middlebury College lifted its spectator
ban, allow ing fans to attend its athletic
events w ith proof of vaccination.
Mask ed spectators w ere already allow ed
at high school events. G ov. P hil Scott
lifted the mask  mandate for Vermont 
schools that could demonstrate an 8 0 %
vaccination rate in early March.

Most annual tow n meetings featured
an informational meeting component
on Z oom and voting via mail or in-
person w ith lots of social distancing at
the polls. But tiny G oshen w as one of 
the few  places that held an in- person 
tow n meeting. Mask - w earing w as
encouraged, but not req uired. “ I f people 
are uncomfortable due to CO VI D, they
can stay outside and someone w ill relay
information ( on) w hat w as discussed,”  
officials said. Addison and Whiting 
also held in- person tow n meetings. Tw o
county tow ns postponed tow n meetings
until spring so they could gather in the 

esh.
Meanw hile, even though about 1 4 %

of Middlebury College students had
tested positive for CO VI D- 1 9 since
arriving for the spring semester in
February, college official said the cases
w ere not severe or persistent enough
to w arrant a change in campus policies

that had been eased in recent w eek s.
I n A pril, Middlebury U nion Middle

School hired a second principal to
provide ex tra guidance during w hat had
been a bumpy reintegration of students 
follow ing the lengthy CO VI D pandemic
hiatus. Student behavior w ould continue
to be an issue at some schools through 
the end of 20 22.

May was the first month in two years
that the A ddison I ndependent did not 
w rite a maj or CO VI D story. O r, at least,
w hen w e published a CO VI D story, it 
felt lik e a typical event, not a sign of
the apocalypse. L ik e on May 1 2 w hen 
w e reported that the A ddison Central 
School District w as urging vigilance
after three schools reported CO VI D- 1 9 
outbreak s — 1 2 cases at Shoreham
E lementary, 1 0  at Cornw all and 4 3  at
MU MS.

The virus w as still w ith us, and public 
health officials were urging Vermonters
to get their CO VI D vaccination
boosters. 

R esidents of R ipton and G ranville
gathered in their respective tow ns in 
May to hold in- person tow n meetings
that had been postponed because of
CO VI D.

More signs that communities w ere 
opening up after suffering from CO VI D
restrictions came on Memorial Day
Wee end, when local towns hosted
parades and Middlebury College 
hosted its regular graduation and then a
second commencement ceremony tw o
days later to celebrate in- person the
graduation of the Class of 20 20 , w hich
held a oom graduation in the first year
of the pandemic.

I n- person musical performances
returned in J une, w hen the O pera
Company of Middlebury staged
“ O rphé e aux  enfers.”  Tw o cast members
and A rtistic Director Douglas A nderson
w ere diagnosed w ith CO VI D- 1 9, but all
recovered and the show  w ent on.

J uly began w ith a bang. Bristol’ s
F ourth of J uly parade returned to Main 
Street after tw o years of cancellations
due to CO VI D- 1 9. Spectators pack ed
dow ntow n Bristol to see the bands, 
Bristol R ec Club bicyclists, bagpipers
lots of political candidates and the ever-

popular Z eno
oat that highlig

parade.
A new C

vaccine booster t
at O micron
arrived in Verm
Septemb
the fall and i
w inter Vermonter
and there w ere
catching CO VI D
hasn’ t gone aw ay.

The Mount A bra
Unified Sch
District partnered w
Bristol’ s Mount
H ealth Center 
the Body O nl
L ab at Middlebur
College to create
new  mobile healt
unit at Mount A be
high school, w hich
w as created in part
to address the rise
in student absent
occurred throughout 

A fter a tw o- year 
postponement, the
R un returned on O c

But plenty of
returning to norma H ousing prices,
w hich had sk yrock eted w hen city folk  
moved to rural Vermont, did not come
dow n. More and more employers w ere 
reporting that they couldn’ t bring in
new  employees because they couldn’ t 
find housing. Wor er shortages that
became apparent in trades and service 
j obs during the pandemic, w ere now
hurting many other sectors of the
A ddison County economy. Schools in
N ovember said they w ere still having 
difficulty filling support staff and 
substitute teacher j obs. A nd w e added
childcare centers to the list of industries 
struggling to find and retain employees
amid w hat has become a shallow pool of 
w ork ers since the arrival of CO VI D- 1 9. 

A nd schools w ere still struggling w ith
some students w ho had suffered the loss
of opportunities to learn both subj ect
matter and behavior control. More than 
1 0 0 community members turned out at

w e w ere tallying up all the federal 
money that w as arriving in Vermont
to help us recover from CO VI D- 1 9. 
By N ovember, w e reported that F E MA  
had provided more than $ 4 1 3 million in
grants to Vermont to reimburse the state 
for pandemic- related ex penses.

O n our op- ed pages a retired 
physician noted that w e have moved 
from a pandemic to an endemic. O ur
“ new normal,” he w rote, seems to
involve rolling surges in CO VI D
cases due to new  variants of the virus,
confusing public policy, and CO VI D-
related hospitaliz ations and deaths as
the elusive virus remains uncontained.

Something w e hope readers noticed
in our pages and on our w ebsite w as the
return this December of holiday photos
filled with people, some with mas s and
some w ithout, enj oying their special
time together —  in person.

1#

By the way

Flyin
Dearly belovedIn “Weddings” we ask four localcelebrants about their ceremonialexperiences. See inside Section C.

Farm animal sanctuary relocating to Middlebury

COVID masks becoming optional
S t a t e drop s f a ce - cov e rin g a dv ice R e g ion ’ s  s ch ool s re a dy t o ch a n g e

College unfazed bycampus COVID spikeR e cov e ry ra t e s ou t p a cin g in f e ct ion s

V ol u n t e e rs h e a d t o k it ch e n st o t a ck l e l oca l  f ood in s e cu rit y  

Midd Kidsbrewing up acoffee empire Dairy producers transition tosimply saving animals in needB y J O H N F L O W E R SMIDDLEBU Y — Eri a and Mar utel hadbeen operating a dairy farm in Albert County, east ofDenver, Colo., years before the twists and turns of theirlife would lead them to running an animal sanctuary inMiddlebury, Vt. They sold raw mil from their cowsat that time and raised various animals, includingchic ens and pigs.They en oyed being around the animals, but foundthemselves increasingly disdainful of the practice ofta ing products from — and occasionally the livesof — their animals.A couple years into it, it was pulling at our hearts;we couldn’t continue, Eri a utel recalled.The tipping point came the day that Mar calledEri a to say he couldn’t bring himself to carry outa scheduled slaughter of their chic ens. The couplehad a oint epiphany — it was time for them to stopconsuming meat and dairy.Overnight, the animals transitioned from providinga livelihood, to being dependents. The utels didn’twant to simply send the animals to other farms wherethey would return to a mil ing parlor or slaughterhouse.Their altruism was noble but not profitable.Fortunately, word of their transition from farm tosanctuary touched a chord in friends, neighbors andstrangers, who sent them money to ensure they, andtheir animals, would continue to have a roof and food.The utels started receiving phone calls — notonly from donors, but from people who possessed or

SARA GUTEL, WHOSE parents founded Kinder Way Farm, stands with Spirit, which a

fe years ago as the farm’s first resc e calf

(S ee K inder W ay F arm, Page 15 A )

B y J O H N F L O W E R SMIDDLEBU Y — Coffee.It’s a morning ritual. A pic -me-up. A comfort on a cold,rainy day.And it’s also a unifier.Just as race Futral andDaniel utierre . The twoMiddlebury College studentsactually met rather randomlyover an elevated cup of Joe atLost Monarch Craft Coffee acouple of years ago.Now they’re ta ing theirrelationship to the ne t level— as business partners in twocoffee ventures.One of those venturesneeds little introduction toAddison County ava fans:Bud’s Beans. Establishedin 2000 by William BudSmith, Bud’s Beans hasdeveloped a een followingfor its cleverly crafted blends,roasted in tiny batches in asmall, nondescript space inMiddlebury’s Marble Wor s(S ee Coffee, Page 13 A )

T h e s n o w i s m e l t i n g a n d t h em a p l e s a p i s r u n n i n g — i t m u s tb e t i m e f o r o u r c l o c k s t ol e a p f o r w a r d . D a y l i g h tS a v i n g s T i m e b e g i n se a r l y t h i s c o m i n gS u n d a y m o r n i n g .B e f o r e y o u g o t ob e d , t u r n y o u r c l o c k sf o r w a r d o n e h o u r a n d e n j o y a n

(S ee F ood ins ec urity , Page 11A )

(S ee Col l ege CO V I D , Page 14 A )

B y C H R I S T O P H E R R O S SLINCOLN — A new programlaunched by the Metta Earthpro ect is hoping to establishmore connections betweenfood producers and communitymembers e periencing foodinsecurity. Its recipe for successincludes a special ingredient: homecook ing.The itchen Soup ro ect,which began in January with sihousehold itchens in Bristol andLincoln, collects farm produce,

distributes it to volunteer coo sand then delivers homemade soup,by the quart, to area programshelping those in need.For now, the itchen Soupro ect is operating once a month,but it has already generated a lotof e citement among Bristol andLincoln coo ing enthusiasts andfol s who recogni e that stirringsoup on the hearth is a way ofstirring hope on the earth.Everyone wants to find a way

B y C H R I S T O P H E R R O S SMIDDLEBU Y — oughly14 of Middlebury Collegestudents have tested positive forCOVID-19 since arriving for thespring semester last month, butthe cases have not been severeor persistent enough to warranta change in campus policies,officials said.Middlebury currently has2,626 residential students and haslogged 383 cases, including a fewemployees, since spring semester

testing began on Feb. 7, accordingto the college’s COVID-19eporting Dashboard.But numbers li e that don’tmean what they used to.While the case counts certainlyare higher than what we havebeen accustomed to during thepandemic, the numbers are not ourgreatest concern, said Director ofMedia elations Sarah ay in aMarch 4 email to the I ndep endent.We continue to monitor for case

(S ee M as k s , Page 14 A )

(S ee S c h ool s , Page 12 A )

B y P O L L Y L Y N N M I K U L AT h e M o u n t a i n T i m e sVE MONT— Starting Monday,March 14, it’s O foreveryone to unmaskin public, includingindoors and in -12schools, state officialshave announced.As our statewidehospitali ation rateis low, and hospitalsare no longer facingthe COVID-relatedstrains of the recentsurge, we’re ready to plan for thene t step, state epidemiologist

Dr. atsy elso said at a pressconference on Thursday, March 3.This past Tuesday, March 8,elso, ov. Scott andHealth CommissionerDr. Mark L evinereiterated theiremphasis on ma ingmas ing-wearing apersonal choice.The decision towear mas s will beup to each personbased on their ownc i r c u m s t a n c e s ,elso said on Tuesday.The new guidance goes into

effect almost e actly two yearsafter the governor first declared astate of emergency in response toCOVID-19 (March 13, 2020).It was only a little more than awee ago that state officials told-12 schools they should dropmas mandates only if 80 of theirstudents were vaccinated. Afterlast Thursday’s announcement,Addison County school officialssaid they would ma e mas soptional ne t Monday (See storyon age 1A).Starting March 14, there will nolonger be sector-specific guidance

“The decision towear masks willbe up to eachperson basedon their owncircumstances.”— Dr. Patsy Kelso,state epidemiologist

B y I N D E P E N D E N TS T A F FADDISON COUNTY& BR A N DO N —Wearing mas s willbecome optional inAddison Central, AddisonNorthwest, MountAbraham and utlandNortheast district schoolsbeginning Monday,March 14.Local schools, li eother public school districts inVermont, have had mandatorymas policies (indoors) ever sincein-person classes resumed during

the COVID-19 pandemic.But declining COVID-19cases over the past severalwee s have promptedstate officials to relamask rules.ACSD Superintendenteter Burrows addressedthe issue in a March 3announcement.Today, ov. hilScott, EducationSecretary Dan Frenchand State Epidemiologist atsyelso announced that as a resultof lower COVID case counts,overall COVID trends, and a lower

level of strain on the healthcaresystem, Vermont will transitionto an endemic approach with ourmanagement of and response toCOVID, Burrows stated.These changes will be consistentfor all Vermonters and in Vermontschools. The Centers for DiseaseControl and American Academyof ediatrics are supportive ofthis transition and the VermontDepartment of Health will beconforming to and releasing moredetails on these changes.In all of the 22 schools inthese four area districts, the new

P E T E RB U R R O W S

Cold, creamy goodnessSEN PATRICK LEAHY appears to be amazed at the ease with which lu•lu ice cream shop owner Laura Mack prepares a batch of her

signat re fro en dessert d ring his isit to the shop late last month ermont’s senior U S senator stopped in at the ergennes b siness

to highlight the work of the Northeast Dairy Business Innovation Center, but he also tried some of lu•lu’s new line of goat’s milk ice

cream Since that isit prod cers from the AB T program Good Morning America ha e stopped by and the sho as d e to air

some footage from l l on Th rsday morning

Independent photo/Steve James

ADDISON:
West Addison General 

Store
BRANDON: 
Brandon Discount 

Beverage
Champlain Farms
Gourmet Provence
Hannaford
Jiffy Mart
Junction Store & Deli
Union Street Grocery
Walgreen’s
BRIDPORT:
Pratt’s Store
BRISTOL:
Bristol Country Store
Bristol Discount 

Beverage
Champlain Farms
Maplefields
Shaw’s
Walgreen’s

EAST MIDDLEBURY:
Mac’s Market
Maplefields
Otter East Bakery & Deli
FERRISBURGH:
Jiffy Mart
LINCOLN:
Lincoln General Store
MIDDLEBURY:
Addison Independent
  Office
Champlain Farms
Costello’s Market
Greg’s Market
Hannaford
Kinney Drugs
Maplefields
Middlebury Discount 

Beverage
Middlebury Natural 

Foods Co-op
Middlebury Short Stop
Otter Creek Bakery

Paris Farmers Union
Rosie’s
Shaw’s
Stone Mill Public Market
The Vermont Book Shop
Vermont Field Sports
Vermont’s Own
Village Depot
Walgreen’s
NEW HAVEN: 
Jiffy Mart (7 & 17)
Maplefields
Village Green Market
N. FERRISBURGH:
N. Ferrisburgh Short Stop
ORWELL:
Buxton’s Store
RIPTON:
Ripton Country Store
SALISBURY:
Kampersville Store

(seasonal)

SHOREHAM:
Shoreham Service 

Center
STARKSBORO:
Jerusalem 4-Corners 

Store
VERGENNES:
BJ’s Farm Supply
Champlain Farms
Kinney Drugs
Shaw’s
Maplefields Vergennes
Vergennes Wine

PAPERS ALSO 
AVAILABLE AT:

Eastview at Middlebury
Porter Hospital/Rehab

HOPPY NEW YEAR!

260 Court Street - Suite 3 in Middlebury, VT 05753 
(former location of  Olympia Sports)

www.Hare.dog (Yup, that is dot dog!)  | 802-458-8060

Join us as we celebrate the Lunar Year of  the Hare

10t h, and H aakon O lsen in 18t h. 
Tw o Mount A braham independents 

cracke d the overall top 20:  L orenz o 
A tocha w as ninth in 15: 47 .9, and A bel 
A tocha took 19t h in 17: 36.3.

Tw o O tter Valley boys also competed:  
L uke  Calvin w as 59 th in 20: 55.4, and 
Dillon L add w as 79t h in 24: 42.

The Tiger girls w ho ski ed in 
Saturday’ s 5K  varsity race and their 
times and overall fi nishes were: 1. A. 
Schneider, 17: 40;  4. M. H arrington, 
18: 14.5;  5. B. McI ntosh, 18: 18 .2;  
9. L . R obinson, 20 : 10.7;  21. N aomi 
Brightman, 22: 07;  24. L ila Cook Y oder, 
23: 38.2;  29. A ri G raham- G urland, 
24: 04.1;  37. Dahlia H arrison- I rw in, 
25: 07.7;  40. S tella A ndrew s, 25.15.5.

The Tiger boys w ho competed in 
Saturday’ s 5K  varsity race and their 
times and overall fi nishes were: 2. E. 
Schneider, 15: 00.7;  8. B. H arrington, 
15: 47.4;  1 1. M. Citarella, 16: 86;  20. 
H . O lsen, 17: 36.5;  21. Ben Seaton, 
17: 46.9;  25. Trey Bosw orth, 18: 1 1.5;  
26. Matthew  Berg, 18: 12. 4;  32. A aron 
Carr- P erlow , 18 : 44.2;  35. Bake r 
N elson, 18: 56.8.
WO O D S T O C K  H O S T S

Separately, on J an. 12 the Tiger 
girls’  N ordic team w on a meet hosted 
by W oodstock, w hile the Tiger boys’  
ski ers took t hird at the same event. 

I ndividual Tiger ski ers w on both races 
over shorter distances than this past 
Saturday:  Sophomore A va Schneider 
prevailed in the girls’  competition, and 
senior Eliot Schneider won the boys’ 
race. 

Mount A be independents also 
competed, w ith A bel A tocha’ s fourth-

place effort in the boys’  race their best 
result. O V boys also raced, w ith L uke  
Calvin’s 35th-place fi nish the Otters’ 
best placement. 

The scores in the girls’  race among 
teams w ith enough racers to qua lify 
w ere MU H S, 21;  W oodstock, 39;  and 
Brattleboro, 47. Mary H arrington and 
R obinson also cracke d the top 10 for 
the Tigers.

W oodstock w on the six- team boys’  
competition w ith 23 points, follow ed 
by Mount A nthony, 36;  MU H S, 47;  
Brattleboro, 57;  Burr &  Burton, 123;  
and O V, 166. A fter Schneider’ s w inning 
result, the best Tiger boys’  efforts came 
from H aakon O lsen and Trey Bosw orth 
in 13t h and 14t h, respectively.

The MU H S and independent ski ers 
in the girls’  race and their times and 
overall fi nishes were:

1. A . Schneider, 4: 13;  3. M. 
H arrington,  4: 19;  7. L . R obinson, 
4: 35;  9. J . Y ates- R usch ( Mt. A be) , 4: 38;  
10. N . Brightman, 4: 42;  1 1. L . Cook 
Y oder, 4: 43;  18. A . G raham- G urland, 
5: 12;  19. D. H arrison- I rw in, 5: 13;  27. 
S. A ndrew s, 5: 39.

The MU H S, Mount A be, and O V 
ski ers in the boys’  race and their times 
and overall fi nishes were;

1. E. Schneider, MUHS, 3:32; 4. A. 
A tocha, Mt. A be;  3: 48;  13. H . O lsen, 
MU H S, 4: 01;  14. T. Bosw orth, MU H S, 
4: 03;  21. M. Citarella, MU H S, 4: 08;  
26. J onah H ow ell, Mt. A be, 4: 12;  27. 
B. N elson, MU H S, 4: 12;  28. A . Carr-
P erlow , MU H S, 4 : 16;  35. L  Calvin, 
O V, 4: 28;  38. Bake r L aR ock, O V, 4: 31;  
D. Ladd, OV, 4:57; and Elisha Bagley, 
O V, 5 : 1 1. 

STOWE — In the only 
Middlebury U nion H igh School 
girls’  hocke y game betw een J an. 
19 and 24, the Tigers came up 
short at Stow e on Saturday, 3- 1.

The Tigers carried a 6- 6 record 
into a scheduled W ednesday home 
game vs. Missisquoi ;  that contest 
w as postponed.

A t Stow e on Saturday, the host 

R aiders netted their victory w ith 
tw o third- period pow er- play 
strike s. 

I sabel Donz a scored tw ice for 
Stow e and set up A va Bucz ek’ s 
goal. R aider goalie I ris Cloutier 
made 30 s aves.

Erin Sears scored for the Tigers, 
and K ayla Charbonneau made 16 
saves in the Tiger goal.

ADDISON COUNTY — 
Mount A braham and Middlebury 
both posted w ins at county 
rival Vergennes to provide the 
highlights in local girls’  high 
school baske tball action betw een 
J an. 18 and 24. Those proved to 
be the only victories for the area 
teams, as those three squa ds and 
O tter Valley came up short in their 
other outings. 
T I G E R S -V U H S  

O n Tuesday, the visiting Tigers 
needed overtime to subdue the 
Commodores, 51- 47. VU H S senior 
guard K yr a B r ad f or d  forced the 
ext ra session by scoring w ith tw o 
seconds remaining in regulation, 
but MU H S senior guard C ad y 
P i t n e r  sparke d her team by 
scoring six of her game- high 24 
points in overtime. E l e  S e l l e r s
( 13 points)  and S ol s t i c e  B i n d e r
(10) also reached double fi gures 
as the Tigers improved to 3- 7.

Bradford fi nished with 16 points 
to lead the 5- 9 Commodores, and 
F i n n l e y Jac ob s on  ( 1 0 points)  
and A s h t i n  S t e ar n s  ( nine)  also 
contributed in the scoring column.
E A G L E S -V U H S

On Saturday, the host Eagles 
hit the Commodores w ith an 18- 4 
fi rst quarter on the way to a 53-29 
victory. M ai a Je n s e n  ( 20 points, 
fi ve steals), M ac k e n z i e  G r i n e r
( nine points, seven rebounds)  and 
L u c y P ar k e r  (fi ve rebounds, fi ve 
steals, four assists)  w ere among 
the Eagles’ top contributors. 
J acobsen led VU H S w ith nine 
points.
T I G E R S

O n J an. 18, Division I  
Colchester and the visiting Tigers 
w ere tied at 23- 23 at halftime, but 
the L ake rs erupted for 28 points in 
the third qua rter on the w ay to a 
66- 50 vi ctory. 

L ake rs R yleigh G arrow  and 
N icole N orton each scored 18 
points. Sellers led the Tigers w ith 
24, and M ak ayl a S w an  added 
seven. 

O n Saturday, visiting N orth 
Country remained undefeated by 
breez ing past the Tigers, 72- 33, 
in a game played at Middlebury 
College. Sabine Brueck ( 16 

points)  and Cora N adeau and Maya 
A uger ( 1 1 e ach)  led the F alcons. 

Sellers scored 14 for the Tigers, 
and Binder added eight.
E A G L E S

O n J an. 18, host Missisquoi  
outlasted the Eagles, 47-44, as 
T- Birds McK enz ie Vincent and 
A lexa ndra Bourdeau scored 12 
points apiece. J ensen ( 18 points, 
seven steals)  and P arke r ( 1 1 points)  
led Mount A be.

On Monday, the Eagles suffered 
another close road loss, 45- 41, to 
Montpelier. I reland Donahue led 
three Solons in double fi gures 

w ith 20 points, a total matched 
by Mount A be’ s J ensen. L ou i s a 
P ai n t e r  added nine points for the 
Eagles, who dropped to 5-8. 
C O M M O D O R E S

On Jan. 18, visiting Enosburg 
w ent on a 13- 1 fourth- qua rter run 
to seal a 41- 26 victory over the 
Commodores in w hat had been a 
close game. Enosburg’s Montana 
O vitt and the Commodores’  
Bradford each led their teams w ith 
10 poi nts.
O T T E R S

O n F riday, visiting H artford 
pulled aw ay in the fourth qua rter 

to defeat the O tters, 45- 37. The 
7- 4 H urricanes led by j ust 35- 32 
after three periods, but H artford’ s 
tough defense and good free 
throw  shooting proved to be the 
difference. H artford also got four 
three- pointers and 23 points from 
freshman Charlotte J asmin. 

E m i l y P e d u t o  paced O V in 
scoring w ith 1 1 points. E l e n a 
P ol i t a n o  contributed nine, and 
M at e l i n  L aP or t e  added eight. 
The 1 - 1 1 O tters w ere scheduled 
to entertain W oodstock on 
W ednesday.

ADDISON COUNTY — In boys’ 
high school bask etball play betw een 
J an. 1 8  and 24  Mount A braham and 
Middlebury pick ed up victories, 
but O tter Valley dropped tw o home 
games. 

The Tigers also visited Vergennes 
on this past F riday;  see story on 
P age 1 B. The Commodores w ere 
also scheduled to visit Enosburg on 
W ednesday after the deadline for 
this edition.
E A G L E S

On Friday, the Eagles blew out 
visiting Enosburg in the second 
half to prevail by 7 0 - 4 2. H ornet 
Devyn G leason scored eight of his 
14 points late in the fi rst half to pull 
his team w ithin eight at the break , 
but Mount Abe outscored Enosburg 
by 20  points in the second half, 
including by 1 8 - 6 in the decisive 
third period. 

I a n  F u n k e  scored nine of his 27  
points in the third q uarter, and other 
offensive contributors for Mount 
A be included D o m e n i c  D e N a p o l i , 
w ith 1 0  points, and H a y d e n  L u t z , 
with nine. The Eagles improved to 
4 - 6. 
T I G E R S

O n Monday, the Tigers edged 
host U - 3 2, 60 - 5 7 , in a game that 
w as close throughout. The Tigers’  
biggest lead w as the 4 6- 4 0  advantage 
entering the fourth q uarter. A  J a c k  

T r u d e a u  three brok e a 5 5 - 5 5  tie 
w ith a minute to go, and free throw s 
by G r a h a m  M a t t r i c k  and N o a h  
D o h e r t y -K o n c z a l  offset a R aider 
hoop in the fi nal 60 seconds. The 
Tigers made nine of 1 3  free throw s 
in the fi nal quarter. 

P e n n  R i n e y  dominated inside 
and scored 28  points, and Mattrick  
added 1 6 as the Tigers moved over 
.500 at 5-4 and, unoffi cially, into 
seventh place in Division I I . Saw yer 
Mislak  ( 22 points)  and Michael 
Mallett ( 1 5 )  led U - 3 2, w hich fell to 
2- 8 . The Tigers w ere scheduled to 
play Milton on W ednesday.
O T T E R S

O n Saturday, visiting Brattleboro 
defeated host O V, 64 - 4 1 . Details of 
that game w ere unavailable. 

O n Tuesday. visiting F air H aven 
improved to 1 0 - 0  by defeating the 
O tters, 5 4 - 3 4 , in a defensive battle. 
The Slaters erased an O V lead w ith 
a 9-0 run late in the fi rst half and 
essentially clinched the victory 
w ith an 8 - 0  run late in the third 
period, although the O tters closed 
to w ithin eight points at one point 
in the fourth. S a m  B a r b e r  paced 
F air H aven w ith 21  points, and J o e  
B u x t o n  scored 1 6.

L o g a n  L e t o u r n e a u  led the 4 - 7  
O tters w ith eight points, and A i d e n  
D e c k e r , D r e w  P e l k e y  and O w e n  
T h o m a s  added seven points apiece.

Eagles, Tigers topple VUHS in girls’ hoop

SIX  TEAMS AND a number of independent skiers start off in the girls’ 5K classic race at Rikert Outdoor Center in Ripton on Saturday. The 
Tigers placed all four scoring skiers in the top 1 0 for a dominant victory. 

Independent photo/Steve James

Nordic 
(Continued from Page 1B)

MIDDLEBURY UNION HIGH School senior Eliot Schneider fi nished 
second in a 5K classic race at Rikert Outdoor Center on Saturday. His 
effort helped the Tiger boys’ Nordic ski team fi nish second among 
nine teams.

Independent photo/Steve James

Girls’ hockey defeated 
by Stowe, drops to .500

Upcoming Events

Memorial Sports Center
296 Buttolph Drive • Middlebury, VT

802-388-1238
info@memorialsportscenter.org
MemorialSportsCenter.org

Skate Sharpening 
available during

all events.

�ursday, Jan. 26:
9:00 - 11:00 AM - Public Skating

Saturday, Jan. 28:
6:30 - 8:00 PM Public Skating

Sunday, Jan. 29:
2:30 - 4:00 PM - Public Skating

Tuesday, Jan. 31:
9:00 - 11:00 AM - Public Skating

3:30 - 5:00 PM - Stick & Puck
�ursday Feb. 2:

9:00 - 11:00 AM - Public Skating

Tuesday Feb. 7:
9:00 - 11:00 AM - Public Skating

3:30 - 5:00 PM - Stick & Puck

�ursday Feb. 9:
9:00 - 11:00 AM - Public Skating

Boys’ hoop: Tigers, Mt. 
Abe pick up victories  

MARY HARRINGTON WAS the second Tiger across the fi nish line 
in Saturday’s girls’ 5K at Rikert Outdoor Center, helping her team 
claim a victory.

Independent photo/Steve James
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“Wellness is more than the absence of illness.”
50 Court St • Middlebury, Vt 05753

A Center for 
Independent Health Care Practitioners

SOMAWORK

WELLNESS
CENTER

Donna Belcher, M.A. ..................... 802-388-3362
Licensed Psychologist - Master 

JoAnne Kenyon...............................802-388-0254
Energy Work             https://joanne.abmp.com

Nancy Tellier ...................................802-989-8046
Ortho-Bionomy®

Hyla Dickinson...................................... 802-989-2969
Therapeutic Massage, Lymph Drainage
Craniosacral & Visceral Manipulation

Georgia Dune CMT, CR, LE.................  802-377-2507
Reflexology, Facials & More, Dunespavt.com

Laurinda Poirier-Solomon, RN, L Ac..802-238-4659
Acupuncture & Shiatsu Bodywork

• The Alexander Technique 
& Breathing Coordination

• Breath, Balance, Mental 
& Physical Wellbeing

• 50 years of teaching this 
work I love

• Private Lessons Available

Regaining Ease 
in Stressful Times

Barbara Kent, Certified ACAT, mAmSAT 
Middlebury Studio
barakent@aol.com 917-797-7823

Contact us for information:
advertising@addisonindependent.com
or call 802-388-4944
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Practitioner of the Week
Barbara was 
introduced to the 
“AT” as a young 
professional singer, 
and soon realized its 
value in all areas of 
her life. This work is 
for anyone who would 
enjoy a bit more ease 
in their every day 
life. Barbara teaches 
with gentle hands-on 
and verbal guidance 
to calm the nervous 
system, identify 
and release excess 
tension, developing more conscious attention 
to breath and movement, and improving 
overall physical/mental wellbeing.
For more information on the Alexander 
Technique visit AmSATonline.org

Contat Barbara for Private lessons
at her Middlebury Studio

Barbara Kent
barakent@aol.com

917-797-7823

“Wellness is more than the absence of illness.”
50 Court St • Middlebury, Vt 0575350 Court St • Middlebury, Vt 0575350 Court St • Middlebury, Vt 0575350 Court St • Middlebury, Vt 05753

A Center for 
Independent Health Care PractitionersIndependent Health Care PractitionersIndependent Health Care PractitionersIndependent Health Care PractitionersIndependent Health Care Practitioners

............................802-247-8106
Therapeutic Soft & Deep Tissue

...............................802-388-0254
Energy Work             https://joanne.abmp.com

Barbara Kent
Certified Alexander 
Technique teacher

Breathing 
Coordination coach

considering they have played only 
one home game due to a pair of 
early weather postponements and 
then water damage to Tigers’ gym 
fl oor over the holiday break. That 
problem took their home court 
offl ine for all of January. 

On Friday, Altemose was most 
pleased with the Tigers’ 45-28 
edge on the boards and game-long 
commitment to defense. 

“We know they have some 
shooters, so we were trying to keep 
them in front of us, but challenge 
the shots, and I thought this was 
probably our best defensive effort 
yet for a whole game,” he said. 
“That’s been the theme for us 
this week, consistency. We’ve put 
quarters together, but we haven’t 
put 32 minutes together yet, and I 
thought we did that tonight.”

Altemose was also happy that 
the Tigers were smart enough to 
make sure Riney got the ball when 
it was clear he could have a good 
night. 

“Offensively, we were fi nally 
playing to our strengths a little bit 
more. Penn had a great game, and 
unselfi shly our team kept fi nding 
him,” he said.

VUHS Coach Josh Carter saw 
his team’s four-game winning 
streak come to an end, but at 7-4 
the Commodores remain in the 
running for a top-four seed in 
Division III. He saw Friday’s game 
in much the same way Altemose 
did. 

“They were really physical 
tonight, and they really outworked 
us in the block area and got some 
easy looks,” Carter said. “And 
we had a bunch of shots that 
didn’t fall that would have given 
us a little more momentum. But 
you’ve got to give credit to them. 
Their defense was really sound. 
We didn’t get a lot of good looks. 
And the looks we did get we didn’t 
convert enough of.”

Carter also praised the Tigers’ 
approach on offense.

“Riney was a monster. He did 
a really good job getting position 
down low and attacking,” he said. 
“Credit to Middlebury for getting 
him the ball on the block.”

The game did even out for much 
of the way after the lopsided fi rst 
quarter. The Tigers outscored the 
Commodores in the second period, 
but only by 13-12. VUHS center 

Oakley Francis scored six points in 
the period, while Graham Mattrick 
scored fi ve for the Tigers as MUHS 
led 27-15 at the break. 

The Commodores’ man defense 
slowed the Tigers in the third 
period, and VUHS guard Elijah 
Duprey’s three points helped cut 
the lead to 33-22 with less than 
three minutes to go in the quarter. 
But VUHS still struggled to gain 
offensive consistency, and the 
Tigers added to their lead entering 
the fourth, 37-23, as Jack Trudeau 
and Berry each scored four points 
in the quarter. 

When the Tigers opened the 
fourth with Riney scoring in the 
post and Trudeau sinking a jumper, 
it was an 18-point game at 41-23.

But steals by Duprey, Oakley 
Francis and Devin Brisson and 
seven quick points at the other end 
helped cut the lead to 43-30 at 5:45, 
and a comeback was possible. In 
that stretch Abram Francis assisted 
buckets by Oakley Francis and 
Duprey on inbounds plays, with 
Duprey adding a free throw on his 
layup and then a jumper on the 
next possession. Only a Riney post 
conversion answered for the Tigers 
in that stretch. 

But the Tigers responded with a 
10-0 runover the next two minutes. 
Mattrick went coast-to-coast for 
a layup, Berry nailed two threes 
and Riney powered in his own 
miss in that stretch. The game was 
effectively over.

“We played really hard. We just 
didn’t make enough plays,” Carter 
said. “I was really proud of our run 
in the fourth quarter. But it just 

wasn’t enough, and it was a little 
too late.”   

Contributors for VUHS included 
Oakley Francis (10 points, 11 
rebounds, three steals), Duprey 
(eight points), Rochon (seven 
points) and Abram Francis (fi ve 
points, fi ve assists and four steals). 

Carter said the Commodores 
have been doing a lot of things 
well, while tough competition like 
Friday’s should help prepare them 
for the D-III tournament. 

“We have been sharing the ball 
well. We have been working really 
hard on the defensive end and 
creating a little bit of chaos. The 
team spirit and energy has been 
good,” he said. “But I think this is 
a bit of a gut check for us, a good 
wake-up call for what we want to 
be. That was a game that I would 
think would be as physical as 
Barre would be, and Middlebury 
was ready for the challenge, and 
we weren’t. But I think hopefully 
we will be.”

After Riney’s 22 points and 
15 rebounds and Mattrick’s 11 
points and fi ve assists, other Tiger 
contributors included Berry (10 
points, six boards) and Trudeau 
(eight points, nine rebounds and 
four assists).

The Tigers are in the running 
for a D-II home playoff game, and 
Altemose said he has seen steady 
improvement, with the exception 
of a 13-point loss at 9-2 North 
Country three days earlier. 

“Overall, I think every day, 
every game, we’ve been taking 
steps forward until Tuesday night 
up in North Country,” he said. “It 

was nice to see us bounce back 
tonight and see us move back in 
the right direction.”

Like other coaches, Altemose 
praised the atmosphere in the 
VUHS gym. 

“This is a tough place to win, 
but we love coming here because 
it’s the best gym in the state. It’s 
always on a Friday night, and you 
get a good crowd. County rival. 
And it’s so fun,” he said. “I was 
talking to the guys, (saying) take 
a minute and enjoy this, especially 
the seniors. This is your last time 
coming here. Enjoy this, and 
when the ball goes up let’s play 
basketball. But take a moment just 
to enjoy the experience.” 

MIDDLEBURY — The 
Middlebury College women’s 
hockey team picked up a pair of 
hard-fought victories over NESCAC 
rival Bowdoin this past weekend 
to improve to 10-4-2, 6-2 in league 
play. The Polar Bears dropped to 
7-9, 2-9 in NESCAC action.

The Panthers, ranked No. 6 in 
NCAA Division III last week, 
play two games at NESCAC rival 
Connecticut this coming weekend. 

On this past Friday, the Panthers 
snapped a 2-2 third-period tie to 
prevail, 4-2. The Panthers took a 
lead at 7:30 of the opening period, 
when Jordan Hower sped into the 
zone and fi red a shot that pinged in 
off the left pipe. Cece Ziegler earned 
the assist.

Bowdoin leveled the contest with 
16:34 gone in the second period, 
when Allison Britt converted a feed 
from Kathryn Kester after Kester 
won a mid-ice puck battle. 

Defender Sabrina Kim restored 
the Panther lead 2:18 later by 
converting a Zoe Pincelli pass from 
behind the goal.

Bowdoin’s Britt tied the game at 
11:40 of the third period on a power 
play; she poked home a loose puck 
from in front of the Panther net.

Middlebury’s Britt Nawrocki 
answered with the game-winner 
1:38 later, ripping a wrist shot from 
the right dot that tucked inside the 
near post. Kim added an empty-net 
score for her fi rst career multi-goal 
game. 

Panther goalie Sophia Merageas 
made 15 saves, and Bowdoin’s Dani 
Marquez made 27. 

On Saturday, the Panthers got 20 
saves from goalie Sophia Will and 
two scores from Caroline Cutter in 
a 3-1 victory. 

Cutter’s fi rst goal came 4:35 
into the middle period and put the 
Panthers up, 1-0. Cutter, steaming 

into the slot, one-timed a loose puck 
home. 

Bowdoin answered just over 
four minutes later on a power play, 
when Brett Stoddard ripped a slap 
shot from the center point in off the 
crossbar. 

With 1:23 left in the session, 
Nawrocki netted the goal that proved 
to be the game-winner. Hower 
blocked a clearing attempt along the 
boards and slid the puck to Ashley 
McDonald behind the goal, and 
McDonald fed Nawrocki in the slot 
for a short one-timer high into the 
left side of the net.  

With 3:04 left in the game, Cutter 
made it 3-1. A Ziegler shot banked 
off of the boards behind the goal and 
bounced to Cutter at the right post. 
Her shot from a fl at angle banked in 
off Marquez and into the Bowdoin 
goal. Marquez fi nished with 26 
saves as the Panthers outshot the 
Polar Bears, 29-21.  

By ANDY KIRKALDY
MIDDLEBURY — Visiting 

Williams defeated the Middlebury 
College women’s basketball team 
in overtime, 56-50, on Saturday in 
a key game for both teams. 

The Ephs improved to 13-6, 
4-1 in NESCAC, and moved into 
second place in the league behind 
undefeated Trinity. Meanwhile 
the Panthers (11-7, 3-2 NESCAC) 
missed out on a chance to move 
into second place, instead falling 
into a fourth-place tie with 
Hamilton (10-7, 3-2). 

The Ephs led throughout the fi rst 
half, including by as many as eight 
late in the second period, before 
settling for a 31-25 advantage at 
the half. 

Middlebury then held the Ephs 
to six points in the third period 
and closed the quarter with four 
straight points from Augusta Dixon 
to close to within 37-36 entering 

the fourth quarter. 
Williams opened the fourth 

quarter by scoring four straight, 
but Middlebury answered with 
a 9-0 run over the next 3:18, 
highlighted by seven points from 
Gabby Stuart, to take a 45-41 lead 
at the period’s midway point. 

At 2:57 two free throws by 
Panther Alexa Mustafaj put 
Middlebury up by fi ve, 48-43, but 
Middlebury did not score again in 
regulation.  

At the other end he Ephs got a 
jumper from Ryann Taylor at 2:42, 
and Maddy Mandyck forced OT 
with a three-pointer at 0:26. 

Early in the extra period defense 
ruled, with neither squad scoring 
for the fi rst 2:17. Eventually, 
Williams managed one bucket, and 
Dixon and Stuart each went one-
for-two from the line, and the game 
was tied, 50-50, with 56 seconds to 
go. 

Three seconds later, out of a 
timeout, Eph Arianna Gerig went 
for a three-point play in the paint 
to put Williams ahead by three. 
The Panthers missed a potentially 
game-tying three and turned the 
ball over on their next possession, 
and Williams hit three free throws 
to close out the game.

Neither team managed to shoot 
well, hitting less than 30% from 
the fl oor, as both teams dug in on 
defense.

Gerig (18 points) and Mandyck 
(11 points, 17 rebounds) 
led Williams. Eph Cortland 
McBarron’s defensive work on 
Mustafaj, the NESCAC’s leading 
scorer at 21.4 points per game, was 
key in holding her to 14. 

For the Panthers, fi rst year 
guard Stuart scored a career-high 
15 points and pulled down 10 
rebounds, while Dixon scored 12 
and added 11 boards. 

Basketball
(Continued from Page 1B)

VUHS CENTER OAKLEY Francis puts up this shot on his home 
court on Friday in a crowd of Tigers, including, from left, Penn Riney, 
Graham Mattrick and Willem Berry. 

Independent photo/Steve James

Women’s hockey knocks off Bowdoin

Women’s hoop drops key game to Ephs

MUHS GUARD GRAHAM Mattrick attacks the Vergennes defense on Friday at VUHS with teammate 
Willem Berry to his left and Commodore Shamus Rooney in pursuit.

Independent photo/Steve James
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“I grew up in Middlebury but have lived elsewhere
since age 18. Still I like to read what is going on

in Middlebury & Addison County.”

Here’s what one reader has to say about us!

A subscriber from Jamaica Plain, MA writes:

info@addisoncountypcc.org • addisoncountypcc.org • 388-3171

Helping Young Families Get The Right Start

• Community Playgroups
• Parent Education Classes
• Home Visits
• Pregnancy Prevention Programs
• Parent Training & Child Center

Stop in for your next 
delicious & warm 
grilled sandwich.
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OtterEast.com

TUES.-SAT. 7 AM- 2 PM 
Closed on Sundays & Mondays

51 OSSIE ROAD  |  EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT  |  802-989-7220

calendarcalendar
communitycommunity

Tell us a story
AUTHOR JANICE OBUCHOWSKI will be at the Champlain Valley Unitarian Universalist 

Society, 2 Duane Court in Middlebury, on Saturday, Jan. 28, 4 p.m. Obuchowski will read 
from and discusses her award-winning short story collection “The Woods” with bestselling 
novelist and fellow Vermonter Chris Bohjalian.

Photo courtesy of Vermont Book Shop 

Hands-on Robinson family history 
in Monkton. Thursday, Jan. 26, 6 

p.m., Russell Memorial Library, Monkton 
Ridge. For almost 200 years, four generations 
of the Robinson family lived at Rokeby farm in 
Ferrisburgh. Rokeby staff will share the lives of 
these historic Vermonters and give you a chance 
to touch the very objects they loved and used.

African photo safari slideshow in Lincoln. 
Thursday, Jan. 26, 7 p.m., Lincoln Library, 222 
West River Road. Lincoln residents Lucinda 
and Dale Cockrell recently spent 34 days on 
a self-guided photo safari in South Africa’s 
Kruger National Park, where they photographed 
lions, leopards, cheetahs, elephants, giraffes, 
crocodiles, landscapes, more than 130 different 
bird species, bugs, butterflies, and so much 
more. They’ll share some of their photographs 
and adventures, and also provide details on how 
one can enjoy a “trip of a lifetime” safari on an 
ordinary-person budget. Please sign up at the 
library if you’d like to attend.

Green Mountain Club snowshoe 
in Hancock. Friday, Jan. 27, Burnt 

Hill Trail to Boyce Shelter. Beautiful, 
backcountry climb, 2.2 miles to the Long 

Trail, then 0.6 miles north to the shelter. Prepare 
for snowy conditions and possible trail breaking. 
Contact Ellen Cronan for details or to register, 
ecronana@yahoo.com. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

Green Mountain Club snowshoe 
in Leicester. Saturday, Jan. 28, 

Silver Lake, Route 53. Beautiful, easy 
trek from route 53, past the Falls of Lana. 

1.5 miles each way, 525 feet ascent, on a jeep 
road, 2 hours round trip. Contact Jennifer Kluever 
for information or to register, jennifer.kluever@
yahoo.com. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

Fat Bike Roundup in Ripton. Saturday, Jan. 
28, 10 a.m., Rikert Nordic Center, Route 125. 
Addison County Bike Club hosts guided group fat 
bike rides for all abilities, one set of rides in the 
morning, one in the afternoon. Rain/snow date: 
Jan. 29. Register at www.bikereg.com/acbc-fat-
bike-roundup.

Celebrate Librarian Marita Schine in Bristol. 
Saturday, Jan. 28, noon-1 p.m., Lawrence 
Memorial Library, 40 North St. Join in the 
Children’s Room at Lawrence Library to celebrate 
and thank children’s librarian Marita Schine for 
her 13 years of service to the community. Light 
refreshments served. All ages welcome. More 
info: Coco Moseley, 802-453-2366.

Janice Obuchowski and special guest in 
Middlebury. Saturday, Jan. 28, 4 p.m., Champlain 
Valley Unitarian Universalist Society, 2 Duane 
Ct. The author will read from and discusses her 
award-winning short story collection “The Woods” 
with bestselling novelist and fellow Vermonter 
Chris Bohjalian. 

Square dance in Bristol. Saturday, Jan. 28, 7:30 
p.m., Holley Hall, 1 South St. No experience is 
necessary — if you can walk and smile at the 
same time you have the essential skills. Several 
area callers will take turns guiding us through 
easy dances to rollicking live music. For COVID 
safety, masks will be required for dancing. Free.

Addison County 4-H Foundation 
Annual Meeting in Middlebury. 

Tuesday, Jan. 31, 7 p.m., Addison 
County UVM Extension office, Pond Lane.  

All those interested are welcome to attend. More 
information: UVM Extension 4-H Educator Martha 
Seifert, 802-388-4969.

Spencer Prize in Oratory 2023 Grand 
Championship in Middlebury. Tuesday, Jan. 
31, 7:30 p.m., Robison Hall, Mahaney Arts 
Center, 72 Porter Field Rd. In honor of the late 
Professor Emeritus and former trustee John 
Spencer, Oratory Now presents the sixth annual 
speech competition for first-year students. 
Qualifying rounds culminate in this Championship 
event featuring the 2023 finalists. Details are at 
oratorynow.org/spencer. Free. Open to the Public

Career Center open house in 
Middlebury. Thursday, Feb. 2, 4:30-

7 p.m., Hannaford Career Center, 51 
Charles Ave. & 372 Mainelli Rd. Everyone is 

invited to browse career center programs and see 
the showcase of student work. Free food and prizes.

Used book sale in Middlebury. 
Saturday, Feb. 4, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Ilsley 

Public Library, 75 Main St.

Green Mountain Club snowshoe 
and potluck in Bridport. Sunday, 

Feb. 5, 10 a.m., 595 Forrest Rd. 
Snowshoe about two hours and then join 

a potluck lunch at Deb’s house. Bring masks 
along. Grippers alternative if no snow. Meeting 
at Quonset hut. Contact Deb Lewis at dlewis@
bredeson.com for information or to register. More 
at gmcbreadloaf.org.

Book talk and slideshow in 
Middlebury. Tuesday, Feb. 7, 7 p.m., 

Ilsley Public Library, 75 Main St. author 
Giovanna “Jo Brunini” Congdon will give 

a talk titled “Bagpipes, Books, and Belonging: 
the writing of Never a Cloud.” “Never a Cloud” 
charts the course of three women — Violet, 
Ava and Margot — who find their way to a new 
understanding of home and family at Otyrburn, 
an estate in rural Scotland. Come a few minutes 
early to hear bagpiper Ben Montross fill the 
library grounds with the distinctive sounds of 
Scotland.

THURSDAYjan
26

FRIDAYjan
27

SATURDAYjan
28

TUESDAYjan
31

THURSDAYfeb
2

SATURDAYfeb
4

SUNDAYfeb
5

TUESDAYfeb
7

FRIDAYfeb
10 LIVE! with Katie Runde in 

Middlebury. Friday, Feb. 10., 5:30-7 
p.m., Edgewater Gallery on the Green, 

6 Merchants Row. View Katie Runde’s portraits, 
hear her discuss the body of work and enjoy live 
music featuring Runde herself.

Green Mountain Club cross-
country ski and explore in Ripton. 

Saturday, Feb. 11, Ripton Trails. 
Meet at 9:30 a.m. in Ripton and take the 

bus (free) from Ripton Center 4.7 miles, then 
ski back. If no snow or bad snow, we will use 
snowshoes or grippers. and bring a mask 
for bus ride. Contact Deb Lewis at dlewis@
bredeson.com for information or to register. 
More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

Bingo in Vergennes. Saturday, Feb. 11, 5 p.m., 
St. Peter’s Parish Hall, 85 South Maple St. 
Doors open at 5 p.m., Bingo starts at 6 p.m. 
A family friendly event. All cash prizes, 50/50 
raffle. Refreshments sold. Sponsored by St. 
Peter’s Cemetery Committee to benefit the on-
going efforts for cemetery improvements.

Breakfast buffet in Vergennes. 
Sunday, Feb. 12, 8-10 a.m. St. Peter’s 

Parish Hall, 85 Maple St. The Vergennes 
Council Knights of Columbus will serve omelets 
to order, scrambled eggs, French toast, bacon, 
sausage, fruit, plain and blueberry pancakes, 
maple syrup, sausage gravy on biscuits, corn 
bread, home fries, mini muffins, juice, milk and 
coffee. $10 adults/$6 children ages 8 to 12/$32 
immediate family maximum.

Green Mountain Club: Bread 
Loaf Section Annual Meeting in 

Middlebury. Wed. Feb. 15, Champlain 
Valley Unitarian Universalist Society, 2 

Duane Ct. Help us celebrate another year of 
maintaining the Long Trail and leading outdoor 
activities. Brief business meeting at 6:45 p.m.;  
at 7:30 p.m. guest speaker Jason Hill from the 
Vermont Center for Ecostudies will present a 
45-minute talk and slideshow on “Mountain 
Birdwatch,” a citizen science program in New 
England and Quebec. Free and open to the 
public. More at www.gmcbreadloaf.org.

Virtual Archaeology Conference. 
Thursday, Feb. 16, 1-4 p.m., Zoom. 

Lake Champlain Maritime Museum 
hosts this free conference in which the 

museum’s archaeology team and research 
partners share new developments and latest 
discoveries in their work in Lake Champlain. 
Four presentations with brief time for comments 
and questions followed by a live Q&A. Register 
in advance at lcmm.org. More info at info@
lcmm.org or by phone at 802-475-2022.

Green Mountain Club hike or 
snowshoe in Shelburne. Saturday, 

Feb. 18, Shelburne Farms. Walk or 
snowshoe the Farm Trail from the Welcome 

Center. Moderately difficult 4-5 miles. Bring 
a snack or lunch, water, and dress to the 
weather in thermal layers (avoid cotton). Ankle 
gaiters and hiking poles are recommended. 

SATURDAYfeb
11

SUNDAYfeb
12

WEDNESDAYfeb
15

THURSDAYfeb
16

SATURDAYfeb
18

Be prepared for ice and snow. Contact Ruth 
Penfield at (802)-458-1116 or ruthpenfield@
gmail.com for details including start time. More 
at gmcbreadloaf.org.

1774 His Majesty’s Garrison of Ticonderoga 
reenactment in Ticonderoga, N.Y. Saturday, 
Feb. 18, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Fort Ticonderoga. See 
Fort Ticonderoga on the eve of the American 
Revolution as British soldiers and their families 
live in this peacetime fort on the frontier. Get a 
hands-on perspective on what was it like to be 
a British soldier, soldier’s wife, or child here. 
Discover how soldiers and their families made a 
comfortable life here at this historic military post.

Mardi Gras pancake supper in New 
Haven. Tuesday, Feb. 21, 5:07 p.m., 

New Haven Congregational Church, 
Town Hill Rd. Free. More info: Carol at 802-

453-5059.

TUESDAYfeb
21

LIVEMUSIC
Chamber Music Society of Lincoln 
Center in Middlebury. Friday, Jan. 

27, 7:30 p.m., Mahaney Arts Center.
LC Jazz Winter Thaw in Vergennes. Saturday, 

Feb. 11, 7 p.m., Vergennes Opera House.
Mike + Ruthy in Lincoln. Saturday, Feb. 11, 7:30 

p.m., Burnham Hall.
Choral Chameleon in Middlebury. Friday, March 

3, 7:30 p.m., Mahaney Arts Center.
Dover String Quartet with Haochen Zhang, 

piano in Middlebury. Friday, March 10, 7:30 
p.m., Mahaney Arts Center.

The Westerlies and Theo Bleckmann in 
Middlebury. Friday, April 7, 7:30 p.m., Mahaney 
Arts Center.

The Stragglers in Vergennes. Saturday, April 15, 
7:30 p.m., Vergennes Opera House.

Sophie Shao and friends in Middlebury. Friday, 
April 21, 7:30 p.m., Mahaney Arts Center.

Abdullah Ibrahim and Ekaya in Middlebury. 
Saturday, April 29, 7:30 p.m., Mahaney Ats 
Center.

Patti Casey with Colin McCaffrey in Vergennes. 
Saturday, May 20, 7:30 p.m., Vergennes Opera 
House.

OONGOING EVENTS
Al-Anon meetings in Middlebury. 
For a list of online meetings visit 

vermontalanonalateen.org. Online 
Sundays, 7:15 p.m. and Wednesdays, 1:30 

p.m. If you’d like to speak to an Al-Anon member, 
call our answering service (866-972-5266) and 
an Al-Anon member will call you back.

Grief Support Group on Zoom. A support group 
for people dealing with grief hosted by the 
Porter Medical Center and the Palliative Care 
Department every Thursdays from Jan. 12 
through Feb. 23, from 7-8:30 p.m. Facilitators for 
the meetings will be Mika Barker-Hart and Taylor 
Zak, both licensed clinical social workers. Pre-
registration is required: email mikavt@gmail.
com or lricher@portermedical.org.

BE SURE TO CHECK OUT OUR

addisonindependent.com

CALENDAR
ONLINE

Keep up to date with all the action, read

Arts + Leisure
every Thursday in the Addy Indy!
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MIDDLEBURY — 
TaeKwonDo Master Kellie 
Thomas of Middlebury recently 
won a national award for operating 
a welcoming school teaching the 
martial art. 

At Whistlekick Never Settle 
Awards Banquet in Keene., N.H., 
in November, four different 
awards were given and the top 
three nominees were recognized. 
These awards were presented 
jointly by MartialJournal.com, an 
online magazine, and Whistlekick, 
a Moretown, Vt., martial arts 
company that supplies martial arts 
equipment, hosts a martial arts 
podcast and plans various martial 
arts events throughout the country.  

TaeKwonDo KICKS and 
Thomas were awarded the Open 
Door Award. This award is given 
to the person who operates a 
school that has created a culture 
where students would refer to it 
as home and family. Everyone is 
welcome and wants to be there — 
with each other, even though they 
are all different. These schools 
make everyone feel welcome, 
regardless of what they bring to 
the table. Past training or not, all 
ages, physical capacity, and more. 
These schools accept everyone, 
and make sure that their first few 
months is only the beginning of 
the journey.

LINCOLN — Due to 
overwhelming demand, the library 
will be offering another showing 
of “A People’s Safari to Amazing 
Kruger Slideshow” by Dale and 
Lucinda Cockrell on Tuesday, 
Jan. 31 at 5 p.m. Lincoln residents 
Lucinda and Dale Cockrell recently 
spent 34 days on a self-guided 
photo safari in South Africa’s 
Kruger National Park. They’ll 
share some of their extraordinary 
photographs, and also provide 
details on how one can enjoy a 
“trip of a lifetime” safari on an 
ordinary-person budget. Seating 
size is limited, so please sign up 

at the library. Please note that this 
is an earlier time than the first 
showing.

Ripton Community Coffee 
House presents Mike + Ruthy (of 
the Mammals) on Saturday, Feb. 
11 at 7:30 p.m. at Burnham Hall. 
Mike + Ruthy have recorded and 
performed their exquisite, original 
folk music together for two decades 
as the duo Mike + Ruthy and with 
their seminal folk-rock quintet The 
Mammals.

Doors open at 7 p.m. General 
admission tickets are $15, generous 
admission tickets are $20-$25 
or pay what you can. Masks are 

recommended, but not required. 
The show will also be live streamed 
on YouTube and Facebook.
FROM THE TOWN

Over the past couple of months 
Lincoln’s Planning Commission 
has been working on our Bylaw 
Modernization Grant for the 
Village Zoning Districts. We as a 
board have now reached the point 
of needing community input. We 
have assembled a survey containing 
20 questions, most of which are 
multiple choice, that we estimate 
will take no more than 15 minutes. 
The survey can be found online at 
forms.gle/9vTA2b1KbUiTfQB18. 

Hard copies of this survey are 
available at the Lincoln General 
Store, the Lincoln Library, the 
town clerk’s office, and the United 
Church of Lincoln. Completed 
hard copies of the survey can be 
left at the place you picked them up 
from. The deadline for submitting 
your survey responses is Monday, 
Feb. 20. We thank everyone for 
taking the time to fill out our 
survey and look forward to reading 
the responses.

Until next time … Be Someone’s 
Strength. Be Someone’s 
Inspiration. Be Someone’s Reason 
To Never Give Up.

MIDDLEBURY’S KELLIE THOMAS, holding plaque, was given a national award for operating a 
welcoming martial arts school. Thomas is the owner and operator of TaeKwonDo KICKS.

Photo courtesy of Kellie Thomas

Kellie Thomas 
wins martial 
arts award

ADDISON COUNTY — 
AgeWell will serve a number of 
takeout and sit-down meals in the 
county. These meals are open to 
anyone age 60 and up and their 
spouse of any age. Participants 
must register with Age Well once 
a year.

GRAB-N-GO MEALS
The week of Jan. 23 menu 

includes BBQ pork ribs, fried 
potatoes, carrots, biscuit, fruit 
crisp and milk.

Thursday, Jan. 26
Vergennes: 10:45 a.m., St. 

Peter’s Church Garage, 85 S. 
Maple St. 

Friday, Jan. 27 
Starksboro: 3:30 p.m. Starksboro 

Baptist Church, Route 116. The 
week of Jan. 30 menu includes 
Pot roast au jus, ranch mashed 
potatoes, carrots and cabbage, 
rolls, apple pie and milk

Monday, Jan. 30
Bristol: 11 a.m., American 

Legion, Airport Dr. 
Tuesday, Jan. 31
Bridport: 10:30 a.m., Bridport 

Congregational Church, 54 Middle 
Rd. 

Wednesday Feb. 1
Monkton: 11:30 a.m., New 

Town Hall, 92 Monkton Ridge. 
Middlebury: 11 a.m., 

Middlebury Rec Center, 154 Creek 
Rd. 

Thursday, Feb. 2
Vergennes: 10:45 a.m., St. 

Peter’s Church Garage, 85 S. 
Maple St.

Friday, Feb. 3 
Starksboro: 3:30 p.m. Starksboro 

Baptist Church, Route 116.
The week of Feb. 6 menu 

includes ham and cheese stuffed 
chicken breast, mashed potatoes, 
beets, roll, applesauce cake and 
milk.

Monday, Feb. 6
Bristol: 11 a.m., American 

Legion, Airport Dr. 
Tuesday, Feb. 7
Bridport: 10:30 a.m., Bridport 

Congregational Church, 54 Middle 
Rd. 

Wednesday Feb. 8
Monkton: 11:30 a.m., New 

Town Hall, 92 Monkton Ridge. 
Middlebury: 11 a.m., 

Middlebury Rec Center, 154 Creek 
Rd. 

Thursday, Feb. 9
Vergennes: 10:45 a.m., St. 

Peter’s Church Garage, 85 S. 
Maple St.

Friday, Feb. 10 
Starksboro: 3:30 p.m. Starksboro 

Baptist Church, Route 116.
The week of Feb. 13 menu 

includes Swedish meatballs over 
pasta, Brussells sprouts, French-
cut green beans, roll, pineapple 
tidbits and milk.  

Monday, Feb. 13
Bristol: 11 a.m., American 

Legion, Airport Dr. 
Tuesday, Feb. 14
Bridport: 10:30 a.m., Bridport 

Congregational Church, 54 Middle 
Rd. 

Wednesday Feb. 15
Monkton: 11:30 a.m., New Town 

Hall, 92 Monkton Ridge. 
Middlebury: 11 a.m., Middlebury 

Rec Center, 154 Creek Rd.
Shoreham: 11 a.m., Halfway 

House, spaghetti and meatball 
dinner. Order 24 hours in advance 
at 802-897-5160. 

Thursday, Feb. 16
Vergennes: 10:45 a.m., St. 

Peter’s Church Garage, 85 S. 
Maple St.

Friday, Feb. 17 
Starksboro: 3:30 p.m. Starksboro 

Baptist Church, Route 116.
The week of Feb. 20 menu 

includes oven-fried chicken breast, 
diced potatoes, peas and onions, 
roll, date/craisin bar and milk.

Monday, Feb. 20
Bristol: 11 a.m., American 

Legion, Airport Dr. CLOSED for 
President’s Day. No Meal.

Tuesday, Feb. 21
Bridport: 10:30 a.m., Bridport 

Congregational Church, 54 Middle 
Rd. 

Wednesday Feb. 22
Monkton: 11:30 a.m., New Town 

Hall, 92 Monkton Ridge. 
Middlebury: 11 a.m., Middlebury 

Rec Center, 154 Creek Rd.
Thursday, Feb. 23
Vergennes: 10:45 a.m., St. 

Peter’s Church Garage, 85 S. 
Maple St.

Friday, Feb. 24 
Starksboro: 3:30 p.m. Starksboro 

Baptist Church, Route 116.
The week of Feb. 27 menu 

includes Beef Burgundy over diced 
potatoes, broccoli, craisin muffin, 
strawberry shortcake and milk. 

Monday, Feb. 20
Bristol: 11 a.m., American 

Legion, Airport Dr. CLOSED for 
President’s Day. No Meal.

Tuesday, Feb. 21
Bridport: 10:30 a.m., Bridport 

Congregational Church, 54 Middle 
Rd. 

Wednesday Feb. 22
Monkton: 11:30 a.m., New Town 

Hall, 92 Monkton Ridge. 
Middlebury: 11 a.m., Middlebury 

Rec Center, 154 Creek Rd.
Shoreham: 11 a.m., Halfway 

House, meatloaf dinner. Order 24 
hours in advance at 802-897-5160. 

Thursday, Feb. 23
Vergennes: 10:45 a.m., St. 

Peter’s Church Garage, 85 S. 
Maple St.

SIT-DOWN MEALS
All sit-down meals require 

registration. Call Michelle to 
reserve five days in advance at 
802-377-1419. $5 suggested 
donation does not include 
gratuity. Please bring your own 
place setting. Open to anyone age 
60 and up and their spouse of any 
age. Masks encouraged unless 
seated and eating. Local bus 
provided. Call TVT at 802-388-
2287 to arrange. TVT requires a 
48-hour notice. 

Please stay home if you don’t 
feel well or if you have been 
exposed to COVID-19 or the flu.

Tuesday, Jan. 31, 10 a.m., 
Vergennes Congregational 
Church, 30 South Water St., 
Vergennes. Chicken and gravy 
over mashed potatoes, winter 
squash, bread, strawberry 
shortcake and milk.

Friday, Feb. 3, 11 a.m., Wear 
Red luncheon in Middlebury. 
VFW, 530 Exchange St. Beef 
burgundy with onions and 
mushrooms over pasta, carrots, 
Texas toast, craisin cookie and 
milk.

Tuesday, Feb 7, 11 a.m., 
Ham and cheese stuffed chicken 
breast, mashed potatoes, beets, 
roll, pears and milk.

Tuesday, Feb 14, 11 a.m., Mild 
chili, rice pilaf, peas & onions, 
corn bread, peaches and milk.

Tuesday, Feb. 21, 11 a.m., 
Cheese ravioli, peas, diced 
carrots, wheat bread, fruit parfait 
and milk.

The two other nominees were 
Sensei Matt Erolin of Erolin 
3DMA in Lancaster, Calif., and 
Kera Radke of Lake Zurich Family 
Martial Arts in Lake Zurich, Ill. 

For the nomination process 
students had to write why they 
felt their instructor was worthy of 
the award. Master Thomas was 
nominated by 11 of her students 
and parents. Below is the one 
nomination Never Settle Awards 
Team decided to use for the final 
voting.

“Kellie has truly developed a 
family here at TKD Kicks. Our kids 
feel so welcomed and loved. They 
feel comfortable being encouraged 
and pushed to new milestones. 

She’s compassionate and wants to 
know the students, to best connect 
with them to meet them where 
they’re at in their training. She 
creates family friendly days to 
include anyone else in the families 
to participate and have fun. The 
bond is so strong between the 
families. 

“Even if we don’t know each 
other yet and are meeting for the 
first time, we all know we are 
family. We all encourage each 
other and cheer each other on, no 
matter the level. We help lift each 
other when times are hard. Both of 
our kids have conditions that create 
challenges and barriers … Kellie 
has created an amazing, inclusive 

environment!”
Master Thomas said she feels 

so honored to have support from 
her students and their families 
in creating an “open door” 
environment for KICKS. 

That same November weekend, 
Master Thomas and several of her 
students attended the WhistleKick 
Martial Arts Free Training Day at 
Saint Joseph Regional School in 
Keene. At this event students were 
able to choose from 23 different 
seminars and learn from martial 
artists from the Northeast. Free 
Training Day Northeast is one 
of WhistleKick’s biggest events 
and was attended by 165 martial 
artists.

ADDISON  COUNTY

AgeWell meals schedule

NEWS

Lincoln Have a news tip?
Call Dawn Mikkelsen at 453-7029

Mount Abraham Union High School

Olivia Campbell
MAUHS

STUDENT OF THE WEEKSTUDENT OF THE WEEK

Olivia Campbell

64 Jackman Drive  •  Bristol 
802.453.2381  •  JackmansInc.com

Way to go, 

Telecommunications Sales and Service
Data Cabling & Fiber Optic Solutions

802-388-8999
Middlebury

CONGRATULATIONS
STUDENTS!

• Business Law  •  Wills, Trusts and Estates
• Government Contracting  •  Elder Law

• Property and Tenancy Issues

Congratulations
Students!

A� ordable & client-focused legal services

802-489-5099 or law@jlgi.com 
28 North Street - Bristol Village

 JOHNSON LAW GROUP JOHNSON LAW GROUP

Well Done!

We’re 
Impressed!

58 Maple Street • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-4944 

www.addisonindependent.com
14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDD., VT

802-388-3371

Stop by to 
grab your 
free gift!

Congratulations!
Keep up the great work,

877-3118
Vergennes, VT

If  you are interested in advertising in Student of  the Week 
contact advertising@addisonindependent.com

Mt. Abe introduces Olivia Campbell — explorer, scholar, artist 
and athlete — as Student of the Week. Olivia lives in Starksboro 
with her parents Anne and Ben Campbell, three older siblings 
Emma, Addy and Ian and their dog Hazel. 

Olivia enjoys writing poetry, reading and artmaking and has 
a passion for learning and exploring new places and ideas. She 
enjoys group discussions and hearing other people’s perspectives. 
One of her favorite teachers is Katie Burdett, who has been a huge 
support throughout her years at Mt. Abe. Lisa Gryzb, her English 
teacher said, “Olivia is amazing; she’s curious and hardworking 
and thoughtful and engaged. She always has an interesting insight 
to contribute to class discussion and is supportive of her fellow 
students.”

Outside of class, Olivia participates in several extracurricular 
activities; she has been a member of the field hockey team for four 
years. She has been an instrumental part of the Mount Abraham 
musical theater program since freshman year by taking on multiple 
roles and helping to build sets in both the Fall and Spring Musicals. 
Olivia doesn’t stop there, she also volunteers her time to support her 
community as a member of Mt. Abe’s Environmental Action Group 

(EAG) and Eagle Student Activism (ESA) and has volunteered for 
HOPE in Middlebury and Twice is Nice in Hinesburg.

Olivia seeks educational opportunities outside of school as well. 
In 2021, she attended a summer art program at the Governor’s 
Institute of Vermont. During her Junior year she traveled to Napa, 
Calif., to the Oxbow School meeting new friends from across the 
country while experimenting with different art mediums. In the 
summer, Oliva works at Rocky Dale Gardens in Bristol. In her spare 
time, Olivia enjoys hanging out with family and friends, dancing, 
writing, creating art, watching movies and spending time outside. 

“One of the biggest lessons I have learned throughout my years 
in high school is that it is OK to do what is best for you, even if it’s 
different from what other people are doing. I have also learned how 
to stick up for myself, which is a really important skill. My advice 
to underclassmen is to surround yourself with people who lift you 
up and leave the others behind. Stay true to yourself and don’t let 
other people’s bad energy drag you down.” Thank you, Olivia, for 
your valuable insight.

Mt. Abe wishes Olivia all the best with her plans to go to college 
to explore humanities.

Olivia
Olivia

Congratulations

802-388-1338
99 Court St., Middlebury, VT

Students of the Week from all area high schools
will receive a gift from Otter Creek Bakery. 
Students of the Week are chosen by school 

teachers and administration.
Best of Luck to All Students!

Olivia
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&&service& DIRECTORY

auto body restoration
auto repair 
carpentry/contractors
cleaning services

computers
construction
duct cleaning
firewood

flooring
heating &
    air conditioning
masonryBusiness

Thursday

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

COMPUTERS

CONSTRUCTION

CLEANING SERVICES

AUTO BODY RESTORATION

CHECK US OUT
ONLINE AT

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

AUTO REPAIR

LOCAL CONTRACTOR
GENERAL CARPENTRY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Remodeling • Additions

Painting • Roofing
WINNER of “Best Local Contractor” 

FOUR CONSECUTIVE YEARS by 
READERS CHOICE AWARDS!

MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT

MARK TRUDEAUMARK TRUDEAU

802.388.0860802.388.0860

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

802-453-7345  |  138 Hunt Road, New Haven, VT

Metal Fabrication
Agricultural Repair
Commercial Repair

Auto Body Repair
Rust Repair
Collison Repair

Full/Custom
    restoration

We accept all major credit cards  |  We accept Insurance claims
Follow our projects on Facebook

Family owned & operated

Over two decades experience!

MASONRY
Fine Dry Stone Masonry

Jamie Masefield
Certified by the Dry Stone Wallers
Association of Great Britain

802-233-4670
jmasefield@gmavt.net

REACH THE COUNTY  
ADVERTISE  HERE

ADDY INDY - 388-4944

Gevry Firewood LLC
gevryfirewoodvt@gmail.com

or 802-349-0699

Are you looking for green or 
seasoned firewood?

Well we’ve got it all right here in Addison, VT!

We cut, split, and deliver hardwood 
firewood in 12-24 inch lengths.

And we now offer kiln dried firewood!
Contact us today for a quote!

FIREWOOD

Quaker Village
Carpentry

Siding, Windows, Garages, Decks & Porches
New Construction, Renovations and Repairs

Maurice plouffe
802-545-2251
1736 Quaker Village Road

Weybridge, VT 05753

DO YOU REPAIR OR CLEAN 
FURNACES? 

 YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

FLOORING

And Duct Work 
for Heating, Ventilation 
and Air Conditioning
We use 5,000+ cfm HEPA
Vacuum Cleaning Systems 

Commercial/Residential • Owner Operated • Fully Insured • Neat & Clean

Buy Local! 802.989.0396

Specializing inSpecializing in
Duct CleaningDuct Cleaning

We can design, fabricate, seal, insulate, clean,
anything to do with your ducted systems.

Certified
Collision Experts

All Makes and Models
Working with all

Insurance companies

(802) 388-9961
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

2196 Rt 7 South,  Middlebury
stonecdjr.com

Hometown Service from 
Your Hometown Dealers!

Factory-Trained Technicians
Servicing all makes

and models

G Stone Motors   
36 Boardman St., 

Middlebury
(802) 388-6718

gstonemotors.com 

Stone
Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
2149 Rt 7 So., Middlebury

(802) 388-9961
stonecdjr.com

F    J    C
802.310.1986

• Full service general 
contractor

• Turn key construction
• Kind knowledgeable staff

fjcbuilders.com

One cal l  does i t  a l l
Christopher Netelkos

cnetelkos@fjcbuilders.com   •   Sudbury, Vt.

For an appointment , call The PC Medic of 
Vermont at 802-734-6815
www.pcmedicvt.com

The PC Medic of 
Vermont now offers 

both on-site and remote 
computer services for 

your PC.

Call today to see which 
type of appointment 

you need, and get your 
PC running correctly 

again!
DO YOU WINTERIZE HOUSES? 

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!
CALL 802-388-4944

DUCT CLEANING

Melissa’s Quality
Cleaning Services
Residential & Commercial

GREAT RATES • FULLY INSURED
Reliable & Thorough 

802 345-6257

David Walker ConstructionDavid Walker Construction
298 Biddle Road
Lincoln, Vermont

05443

Semi-Retired
Small Jobs Only

cell: 802-989-0320

email:
dwconstruction@gmavt.net

THETHE
SNOWFLAKESSNOWFLAKES
ARE FALLINGARE FALLING

ADVERTISE ADVERTISE 
YOUR SNOW YOUR SNOW 

REMOVAL REMOVAL 
BUSINESS IN BUSINESS IN 

THE ADDY INDY.THE ADDY INDY.

CALLCALL
802-388-4944802-388-4944
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Soak Up The Sun!
Don’t spend your hard-earned money 
making the hot water or electricity that 
you use today–

SOLAR IS MORE AFFORDABLE THAN EVER!

Go Green with us –

We’ve been here for you for 43 years – 
Let us help you with your solar projects today. 

Call for a FREE on-site evaluation

SIDING

LAROSE SURVEYS, P.C.
Ronald L. LaRose, L.S. • Kevin R. LaRose, L.S.

Land Surveying/Septic Design
“We will take you through the

permitting process!”

25 West St. • PO Box 388
Bristol, VT 05443

Telephone: 802-453-3818
Fax: 802- 329-2138

larosesurveys@gmail.com

TAXES

&&service& DIRECTORYBusiness
Thursday painting 

plumbing
renewable energy
roofing

rubbish & recycling
septic & water
siding

storage
surveying
tree service

Reach
more 
potential
customers!

Place your ad in
the Addy Indy!

Marcel Brunet & Sons, Inc.
Windows & Siding

Vergennes, VT

802-316-6060 • rbrunet1@myfairpoint.net • 802-877-2640

Siding • Windows
Additions • Garages • Decks

WE HAVE THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT 
FOR THE RIGHT JOB – TO GIVE YOU

 REASONABLE RATES

Reasonable Rates • Year-round Service • Fully Insured
(802) 453-3351 • Cell (802) 363-5619

24 Hour Emergency Service 453-7014
 Brownswelding.com

Serving Vermont for over 42 years!

BROWN’S TREE & 
CRANE SERVICE

Dangerous Trees Cut & Removed
Stumps Removed  
Trusses Set
Trees Trimmed 
Land Clearing

FREE ESTIMATES FOR TREE SERVICES

TREE SERVICE

Celebrating 36 Years
Environmental Consultants – Licensed Designers

Steve Revell CPG, LD#178 BW

• Water Supply - Location, Development and Permitting
• On-Site Wastewater Design • Single & Multiple Lot Subdivision
• Property Development & Permitting
• State and Local Permitting
• Underground Storage Tank Removal & Assessment

Fax 802-453-5399 • Email: jrevell@lagvt.com
163 Revell Drive • Lincoln, VT 05443

Toll-Free: 800-477-4384
802-453-4384

www.lagvt.com

Jeremy Revell LD#611 BW • Tyler Maynard LD#597 B

PLUMBING

SEPTIC & WATER

Phone (802) 537-3555

roofingMichael Doran
• Standing seam

• Asphalt shingles 
• Slate

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

roofing

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

Phone (802) 537-3555

Michael Doran
as seen at Addison County Field Days!

• Standing seam
• Asphalt shingles 

• Slate

mpdoransr@gmail.com

Go Solar with
AllEarth Renewables
Customer-driven solutions 
designed, engineered and built 
in Vermont, with over 3,000 
installations in the state.

CALL 802.872.9600 x122
allearthrenewalables.com

RENEWABLE ENERGY

Short Surveying, inc.
Serving Addison County Since 1991

Timothy L. Short, L.S.
Property Line Surveys • Topographical Surveys

FEMA Elevation Certificates
135 S. Pleasant St., Middlebury, VT 

802-388-3511
ShortSurveyingVT@gmail.com

Are you a
tax preparer?
We’ll help you reach
 more clients this tax 

season.
Email advertising@

addisonindependent.com 
to get started.

A friendly, professional, 
and affordable family business.

Interior Painting

HESCOCK PAINTING

Kim or Jonathan Hescock
hescock@shoreham.net

462-3737 or 989-9107

Free Free 
Estimates Estimates 

References References 

Fully Fully 
InsuredInsured

PAINTING

We help your ideas grow from start to finish,
no project is too big. Give us a call and you will

see the potential in your morning to evening view.
Lawn care, snow plowing, excavation, tree removal, 

driveways, pressure washing, and more - all at
their best. We can build it up or take it down.
No idea is too big for us to maneuver around.

802-349-6163 
Winter, Spring, Summer and All your Fall needs

ROOFING

Advertise your business on these pages for under $10 per week.
Call 802-388-4944 or email advertising@addisonindependent.com for details.

Winter in Vermont
is snow joke. 

Does your business help keep 
the county warm?

Call 802-388-4944 or email
advertising@adDisonindependent.com 
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Public Meetings
AL-ANON OFFERS HELP 
and hope to anyone who 
has been affected by a 
loved one’s drinking. Mid-
dlebury hosts an online 
meeting Sunday night 
7:15pm and a face to face 
one Wednesday at 1:30pm 
at CVUUS (2 Duane Court 
Middlebury near the high 
school) that you can also 
access by Zoom. Visit ver-
montalanonalateen.org for 
links and list of other meet-
ings in the region. If you’d 
like to speak to an Al-Anon 
member, call our answering 
service (866-972-5266) and 
an Al-Anon member will call 
you back.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS in person meetings 
are available. For a list 
of local virtual meetings 
visit http://bit.ly/district9aa.  
For more information visit 
https://aavt.org/ or call the 
24 hour hotline at 802-388-
9284.

V E R G E N N E S  F R E E 
THINKERS Founded in 
1935 on the principle of 
one alcoholic helping an-
other to achieve sobriety, 
A.A. is an effective and 
enduring program of re-
covery that has changed 
countless lives.  A.A. has 
always been committed to 
making its program of re-
covery available to anyone, 
anywhere, who reaches 
out for help with an alcohol 
problem.  The Vergennes 
Free Thinkers meeting was 
created in January of this 
year to maintain a tradition 
of free expression, conduct 
a meeting where alcoholics 
may feel free to express 
any beliefs, doubts or dis-
belief they may have, to 
share their own personal 
form of spiritual experience, 
their search for it, and/or 

their rejection of it, without 
having to accept anyone 
else’s beliefs or having to 
deny their own. Meetings 
are held with a high re-
gard for compassion and 
inclusion without judgment 
or exception.  If you think 
we can help, please join 
us on Thursdays at 6pm 
by contacting Vergennes-
freethinkers@gmail.com 
for Zoom and in-person 
meeting information.

THE TURNING POINT 
CENTER of Addison Coun-
ty is open for in-person 
services, Monday through 
Friday, 10am-4pm, 54A 
Creek Road, Middlebury. 
We are available by phone 
24/7 at 802-388-4249.

VERMONT SUPPORT 
LINE Are you struggling 
with a challenging situa-
tion? Do you have feel-
ings of sadness, loneliness, 
isolation, anger, or depres-
sion? You don’t have to 
face it alone. Talk with a 
caring person who under-
stands what you’re going 
through today by calling or 
texting the free and confi-
dential Pathways Vermont 
Support Line available 24/7 
at (833) VT - TALKS.

Services
C+I DRYWALL and plaster-
ing. Call Joe 802-234-5545.

CONSTRUCTION: ADDI-
TIONS, RENOVATIONS 
new construction, drywall, 
carpentry, painting, flooring, 
roofing, pressure washing, 
driveway sealing. All as-
pects of construction, also 
property maintenance. Ste-
ven Fifield 802-989-0009.

MELISSA’S QUALITY 
CLEANING Services. Resi-
dential and commercial. 
Fully insured. Great rates. 
Reliable and thorough 
cleaning. 802-345-6257.

ODD JOBS lawn work, 
cut brush, some tree work. 
Snow removal services for 
your roof. Call us we do 
other jobs too! 802-999-
2194 John.

3
WE BUY OLD STUFF Es-
tates, collections, antiques 
etc. Also hunting and fish-
ing items. Call Erik 802-
345-0653.

Free
DIGITAL ACCESS View 
obituaries, calendar listings 
and classifieds online at 
addisonindependent.com.  
Don’t miss out on events, 
garage sales, or opportu-
nities- check out our free 
digital listings.  Looking 
to read more? Become a 
subscriber!

DEADLINE: Monday at 5 p.m. 

CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM
Addison Independent

Cash in on our 4-for-3 rates! Pay for 3 issues, get 4th issue free! An ad placed for consective issues runs the 4th time for free! PLEASE PRINT YOUR AD...

The Independent assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in ads, but will 
rerun classified ad in which the error oc-
curred. No refunds will be possible. Ad-
vertiser will please notify us of any errors 
which may occur after first publication.

Number of words:
Cost:
# of runs:
Spotlight Charge:
Internet Listing: $2.00
TOTAL:

ADDISON INDEPENDENT
58 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-4944
addisonindependent.com •  email: classifieds@addisonindependent.com

RA
TE

S

• 25¢ per word • minimum $2.50 per ad 

• $2 internet listing for up to 4 issues • minimum 2 insertions

• Special 4 for 3 rates not valid for the following categories: Services,
Opportunities, Real Estate, Wood heat, Attn. Farmers, For Rent & Help Wanted

Notices

Card of Thanks

Personals

Services

Free**

Lost ’N Found**

Garage Sales 

Lawn & Garden

Opportunities

Adoption

Work Wanted

Help Wanted

For Sale

Public Meetings**

For Rent

Want to Rent

Wood Heat

Real Estate

Animals

Att. Farmers

Motorcycles

Cars

Trucks

SUVs

Snowmobiles

Boats

Wanted

Real Estate Wanted

Vacation Rentals

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Spotlight with large 3$2** no charge for these ads

Or, submit your classified ad on our website: addisonindependent.com

Volunteer ad

3x3 or a 6x3 

Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities

New Year, New Job? Come join us at HOPE,
where your work will make a difference!

Homeless Services Coordinator, Full-Time  – work with persons experiencing 
homelessness, assisting them to access services including mainstream benefits, health 

care, and more; increasing income and resources; and  overcome barriers to stable 
housing. Must have experience with persons who have substance use disorders and 

mental illness, as well as a familiarity with services.

Data Entry Specialist, Part-Time – enter datapoints into a Cloud-Based Homeless 
Information Management System. Must be detail oriented and accurate.

Resale Associate, Full-or Part-Time – assist with accepting donated goods 
for resale; pickups and deliveries; minor repairs; and cleaning. Must have excellent 

customer service and communication skills; ability to work as a team;
and be able to stand, lift and carry items.

Compensation includes very competitive wages, medical, dental and life insurance, 
generous paid time off, matched retirement savings. We offer a supportive team 

environment, where you can feel good about coming to work each day.
Equal Opportunity Employer. 

Resume and cover letter to receptionist@hope-vt.org,
or Personnel, 282 Boardman Street, Ste 1A,  Middlebury.

NOW  HIRING

Email: tatiana@ottercreekbakery.com for more information

Kitchen Staff
Dish/Deli

We will train.

MULTIPLE POSITIONS 
AVAILABLE

Starting wage based on experience
Pooled tips among staff

Earn between $16 - $18 per hour,
based on season and hours worked

Full-time and part-time options
Long-term and short-term opportunities

We are a small operation so cross training
across departments is essential.

3 x col 6.5

RNeSU
CD

3 x col 4
PIke industries

CD

Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

Looking for 
something different?

Your local newspaper 
is your

BEST RESOURCE 
for local 

job opportunities!

Also available online:
addisonindependent.com

Help WantedHelp Wanted

JOIN OUR ELITE TEAM

Field Mechanic Position
Pike is seeking a Field Mechanic in Williston, Vt.

Starting at $23.00 + DOE
Why Pike Industries? A good life begins with a good company. Pike offers 
competitive wages as well as Medical, Dental, Vision, Prescription, 401k with 5% 

company match, PTO, Profit Sharing, $7.50 Shift differential, Boot reimbursement, 
company truck and gas card, $1,000 referral bonus and MORE!

Come join our team! Apply by scanning the QR code or visiting our website
https://pikeindustries.com/careers

Pike Industries is an Equal Opportunity and Affirmative Action Employer.

 

Volunteer with the Boys and Girls 
Club of Greater Vergennes
We are always looking for volunteers to help

with mentoring or homework help.
You can even help to spread the word about our program

or bring your own special skills to the club! 

If you have any questions or would
like to learn more, please contact

us at info@bgcvergennes.org.

Addison Independent

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Public Meetings Public Meetings Public Meetings Services Services Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted
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Help Wanted
AMERICAN FLATBREAD 
MIDDLEBURY Hearth 
is hiring!  Offering good 
compensation, respect-
ful co-workers, and great 
food.  We are hiring for 
multiple full time and part 
time positions including bar 

leadership, daytime prep 
and evening shifts.  Ample 
opportunities for growth in 
a positive work environ-
ment.  Please stop in for 
an application or email Joe 
at joe@americanflatbread.
com. EOE.

For Sale

3
ATTENTION BREWERS 
and cider makers! 5gal 
heavy duty glass carboys 
for sale. $25ea or $250 for 
a dozen. Call or text Blair 
in Cornwall 510-205-9064

GLOCK GEN 5 MODEL 
45 9mm. Blue with black 
slide. 3 ten rd mags, loader, 
kydex holster, tools, DVD, & 
range bag. Less than 100 
rds fired. $650 firm + 1/2 
NCIC Check. Please call 
or text 802-349-6959.

For Rent
12’ X 24’ STORAGE 
SPACES in Brandon. Call 
802-349-4212.

3-BEDROOM; East Middle-
bury. No Pets, No Smoking. 
$1200 plus utilities. First & 
last security deposit. 802-
377-1522.

DRY, WINTER/SUMMER 
STORAGE SPACE in Ad-
dison. Available storage 
space in my barn for sum-
mer/winter storage. The 
barn is structurally sound 
and weather-tight with 
electricity. No heat or run-
ning water. The barn is also 
available for lease. The en-
trance door measurements 
are 8’ wide by 7’ high. For 
more info: 802-363-3403 
or rochon_m@yahoo.com.

MIDDLEBURY BRIAR-
WOOD APARTMENTS 
is currently taking wait-
list applications for 2- br 
apartments. No smoking/
No pets. Income limits 
apply- rent based on in-
come- 2 person minimum 
occupancy.  Equal Housing 
Opportunity. Handicapped 
accessible.  802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com.

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent

Corn silage, haylage, 
round bales, 
large square 
bales, small 

square 
bales

Call Randy Quesnel
at 802-349-9566

FEED FOR SALE

3 x col 5.5
ACSD

paraprofessionals
CD

2 x col 5.5
Eastview
caregivers

CD

SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS 
with paid CDL B training! 
• Competitive Wages 
• No School Bus Experience Necessary 
• Part-Time Schedule 
• Paid CDL Training Program 
• Fulfilling Career 

        QUALIFICATIONS 
• At least 21 years old and have a valid 

driver’s license
• Must have or be able to obtain a Class B 

CDL with P&S endorsement 
• Be able to pass a level 2 background 

check, drug screen and DOT physical 

802-388-7800 
202 Mainelli Road, 

Middlebury, VT 05753 
STACAREERS.COM 

BET-CHA TRANSIT
IS HIRING

MAPLE VIEW
 Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

Maple View Oral Surgery located in 
Middlebury, VT is seeking a friendly 

and energetic individual for our 
front desk position.

Full-time position, employee benefits, 
vacation and holiday pay, HSA and 

401K contribution. Starting at $20.00 
an hour, salary commensurate

with experience.
Please e-mail your resume to

Kara@mapleviewoms.com 
or call the office and speak with Kara.

Patient Care Coordinator

58 Court Street, Middlebury, Vermont

802-388-6344
www.mapleviewoms.com

ADDISON CENTRAL
SCHOOL DISTRICT

SCHOOL NUTRITION 
ASSISTANT 

Addison Central School District is seeking
full-time and part-time School Nutrition 
Assistants for the breakfast and lunch 

programs. Schedule would be
6 hours/day for part-time and

7 hours/day for full-time, Monday-Friday.
 Responsibilities include food preparation, serving 

students, and lunchroom/kitchen clean-up.

If you have questions, please contact
Steve Marinelli at smarinelli@acsdvt.org.
These positions are school year positions with the 

potential to work in our summer program.

Addison Central School District offers competitive 
wages. Employee benefits include:

Health, Dental, Life AD&D, Long Term Disability 
coverage

• Contribution to up to a family health insurance 
plan contribution to a Health Savings Account or 
a Health Reimbursement Arrangement 

• Access to a flexible spending account
• Single dental insurance plan funded by the 

school district with the option to purchase 
dependent coverage

• Long-term disability plan with a 90-day 
elimination period, benefit pays 66 2/3% of 
salary, funded by the school district

• Life insurance valued at $30,000, funded by the 
school district

• Retirement annuity match of up to 5% of salary
• Employee Assistance Program
Apply by submitting a letter of interest, 

resume, and three current reference letters 
via School Spring or send to:

Peter Burrows, Superintendent
Addison Central School District

49 Charles Avenue
Middlebury, VT 05753

 Applications will be accepted
until the position is filled.     E.O.E.

Our busy pediatric office
is looking to expand our team!

As a receptionist, you will be the face of 
Rainbow Pediatrics. This position is for 

32 hours per week. We offer competitive 
pay/benefits as well as a fun environment 

to work in. Some of the responsibilities 
include (but not limited to):

-  Cheerfully greet patients and families to 
our office.

-  Answer phones and schedule 
appointments.

-  Handle referrals.
-  Clear communication with providers 

and co-workers.
-  Multi-task and help in other areas as 

time allows.

PEDIATRIC RECEPTIONIST

Experience is helpful, but not necessary. 
Interested individuals should email 

resume and 3 references to: 
Lisa Ryan at:  LisaRyan@sover.net

or mail to Lisa Ryan/Rainbow Pediatrics, 
99 Court Street, Middlebury, VT 05753

  

CDL Class B Driver
SEEDWAY is looking for a
CDL Class B Driver for its

Shoreham, VT Warehouse.
Clean driving record required.

Great benefits including: 
401K

Health insurance with dental
and vision coverage

Holiday & vacation pay
Generous incentive bonus

Home every night. 
Help support New England agriculture!

To Apply:
Visit 3442 Rt 22A, Shoreham or 

Contact Tom Schildkamp at (802) 897-2281 
or Tschildkamp@Seedway.com

Designer – Vermont Integrated Architecture, 
P.C. (VIA) of Middlebury, VT seeks a 
designer with 1-5 years of experience with 
design and construction documentation 
for sustainable residential, commercial, 
and institutional projects. Position requires 
excellent communication skills, strong 
proficiency producing technical drawings with 
Revit, detailed knowledge of construction 
documentation and related systems, and 
a willingness to collaborate. Experience 
with Revit, AutoCAD, and Adobe Creative 
Suite programs required. Commitment to 
and experience with energy efficiency and 
sustainability strategies in buildings a plus.

Designer

Send letter of interest and resume to
gwen@vermontintegratedarchitecture.com.

ADDISON CENTRAL 
SCHOOL DISTRICT

SCHOOL NUTRITION 
MANAGER, 2022-2023

 Addison Central School District is seeking a full-time 
School Nutrition Manager. 

The successful candidate should have experience in preparing 
nutritional meals, breakfast and lunch, and managing a meals 

program for 30-55 students preferred. The candidate must also 
be organized, have strong communication, collaborative and 

computer skills, as well as an interest in participating in school-
wide health and nutrition initiatives.  If you have questions, 

please contact Steve Marinelli at smarinelli@acsdvt.org.
These positions are school year positions with the potential to work in 
our summer program. Addison Central School District offers competitive 
wages. Employee benefits include:
●	 Health, Dental, Life AD&D, Long Term Disability coverage
● Contribution to up to a family health insurance plan contribution to 

a Health Savings Account or a Health Reimbursement Arrangement 
● Access to a flexible spending account
● Single dental insurance plan funded by the school district with the 

option to purchase dependent coverage
● Long-term disability plan with a 90-day elimination period, benefit 

pays 66 2/3% of salary, funded by the school district
● Life insurance valued at $30,000, funded by the school district
●	 Retirement annuity match of up to 5% of salary
● Employee Assistance Program

Apply by submitting a letter of interest, resume, and 
three current reference letters via School Spring or 

send to: 
Peter Burrows, Superintendent
Addison Central School District

49 Charles Avenue
Middlebury, VT 05753

 Applications will be accepted until the position is filled.
E.O.E.

ADDISON CENTRAL
SCHOOL DISTRICT

CUSTODIAN

Addison Central School District is seeking 
full and part-time Custodians, Monday 

through Friday second shift.
  Experience is a plus, but not required. 

Apply through Schoolspring or by sending 
a letter of interest, resume, and three 

current letters of reference to:
Dr. Peter Burrows, Superintendent

Addison Central School District
49 Charles Avenue

Middlebury, VT  05753

Applications will be accepted until
the position has been filled.    E.O.E.

3 x col 8
residence
otter creek

CD

To apply, call 802-352-9088
or stop by at 307 Kelly Cross Rd., 

Salisbury, VT 05769

Full-Time Positions Available
including snowplowing, 

light shop work, equipment 
operation, & landscaping

Immediate positions
available working 
Monday – Friday

and some Saturdays.
Schedule is weather dependent.

Paid Holidays, partial uniforms,
 and competitive pay.

More Help 
Wanted ads 
can be found 
on Pages 9B 
10B and 11B.

Let us help you sift 
through the complexities 
of the Fair Housing Law. 
Stay legal. Stay on the 
right side of the nation’s 
Fair Housing Law. 

Call the Addison 
Independent at (802) 

388-4944. 
Talk to our sales 

professionals.

It’s against the 
law to 

discriminate
when advertising 

housing

Its easier to break the law 
than you might think. You 
can’t say “no children” or 
“adults only.”

There’s a lot you 
can’t say. The Federal 
Government is watching 
for such discrimination.

All real estate 
advertising in this 
newspaper is subject  to 
the Federal Fair Housing 
Act of 1968 as amended 
which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, national 
origin, sexual orientation, 
or persons receiving 
public assistance, or an 
intention to make any such 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will 
not  knowingly accept any 
advertisement for real 
estate which is in violation 
of the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available 
on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of 
discrimination, call HUD 
Toll-free at 1-800-424-
8590. For the Washington, 
DC area please call HUD 
at 426-3500.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

GREAT HOUSEKEEPER
WANTED

AT EASTVIEW
Be respected and loved by an entire 

community of elders. Work with a 
supportive team in a beautiful location.

EastView at Middlebury, the vital 
nonprofit senior living community,
has an opening for a responsible, 
courteous individual to join our 

housekeeping team.
Full-time or part-time. Flexible hours.

To apply, or for a full job description, 
contact tdunakin@

eastviewmiddlebury.com
Check out all our jobs at http://www.

eastviewmiddlebury.com/join-our-team/
EOE - Equal Opportunity Employer

Help Wanted

Help Wanted For Sale For Rent

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Att. Farmers

Help Wanted

Att. Farmers

Sign-on Bonus, Travel Allowance, Free Meal,
New Wage Bands and Shift Differentials

The Residence at Otter Creek, a premiere senior living com-
munity in Middlebury, VT is accepting applications for:

Full/Part-Time Med Techs/LPN ($3,000 sign-on bonus)

Full/Part-Time Caregiver ($3,000 sign-on bonus)

Full/Part Time Servers ($500 sign-on bonus)

Van Driver Per Diem

Resident Engagement Memory Care Per Diem 

Maintenance Director

Applicants must be able to work weekends.
Background checks required. 

Now offering Now offering 
Open Breakfast and Open Breakfast and 

Open Dinner Interviews!Open Dinner Interviews!

Please join us on Tuesdays for Open Interviews 
and a bite to eat! We would love to meet with 

you and tell you about the wonderful positions 
we have available! Let us show you around and 
experience our exciting community. Breakfast 

Interviews Tuesdays from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m., and 
Dinner Interviews Tuesdays from 4 to 5:30 p.m.

Please email your resume to
Kristen LaFlam at 
klaflam@residenceottercreek.com. 
or use our new QR Code.

The Residence at Otter Creek
350 Lodge Road, Middlebury, VT 05753 
www.residenceottercreek.com
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Auctions

NOTICE OF SELF-STORAGE 
LIEN SALE

116 SELF STORAGE, BRISTOL, VT
Notice is hereby given that the contents 

of the self-storage unit listed below will 
be sold at public auction by sealed bid at 
the 116 Self Storage facility. This sale is 
being held to collect unpaid storage unit 
occupancy fees, charges and expenses 
of the sale.

The entire contents of the self-storage 
unit listed below will be sold, with the 
proceeds to be distributed to 116 Self 
Storage for all accrued occupancy fees 
(rent charges), attorney’s fees, sale 
expenses in relation to the unit and its 
sale. Any proceeds beyond the foregoing 
shall be returned to the unit holder.

Contents of the unit may be viewed 
on 2/8/2023 commencing at 10 a.m. 
Sealed bids are to be submitted on the 
entire contents of the self-storage unit. 
Bids will be opened one-quarter of an 
hour after the unit has been viewed on 
2/8/2023. The highest bidder on the 
storage unit must remove the entire 
contents within 48 hours after notification 
of their successfull bid. Purchase must 
be made in cash and paid in advance of 
the removal of the contents of the unit. 
A $50.00 cash deposit shall be made 
and will be refunded if the unit is broom 
cleaned. 116 Self Storage reserves the 
right to accept or reject bids. 

Unit # 48 - C. Frielinghaus

Tuesday 12:30pm to 4:30pm

APPOINTMENTS REQUIRED.

802-388-1966
addisoncountyclerk@gmail.com

Addison County Courthouse
The Addison County Clerk
located in Frank Mahady
Courthouse is available

to accept passport applications
and provide  passport photos.

REGULAR HOURS
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday

9am to 1pm

Full Passport Service

REQUEST FOR BIDS 
TO REPAIR TOWN HALL ROOF

SEALED BIDS DUE FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 22nd

The Town of Goshen is seeking bids for the repair of a leak in the Town Hall 
roof. Additionally, there may be flashing issues contributing to the leak around 
the chimney.
 Please include itemized bid numbers for: 
  1. Materials
  2. Labor 
  3. Scope of Work
  4. Any Other Costs

If you would like to schedule a time to meet for an assessment at the Town 
Hall, please call (802) 345-9399 or email, selectboard@goshenvt.org. 

All bids must include a copy of their contractor liability insurance. 
SEALED BIDS DUE FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 22nd

The selectboard has the authorization to reject any or all bids. 
Mail or Deliver to: 
ATTN: GOSHEN SELECTBOARD 
Goshen Town Office 
50 Carlisle Hill Road, Goshen, VT 05733
MARK ENVELOPE: SEALED BID

Vermont Electric Power Company
(VELCO) 

366 Pinnacle Ridge Rd. Rutland, 
VT 05701

Attn: Scott Carlson (802) 353-3584 

Agency of Agriculture
Public Health & Ag. Resource Mgmt
116 State St., Montpelier, VT  05602

1-802-828-2431

Department of Public Service
Consumer Affairs & 
Public Information

112 State St., Montpelier, VT  05620
1-800-622-4496

Important Annual Notice Regarding Herbicide Use in the Maintenance 
of Electric Utility Rights-of-Way

The Vermont Public Utility Commission has set forth rules under PUC Rule 3.600 pertaining to the use of herbicides in the 
maintenance of electric utility rights-of-way (ROW).  Each spring, herbicide applications may begin on or after April 1st.  These 
rules afford you important rights and duties.  Vermont electric utilities maintain electric line rights-of-way with several methods, 
including the selective use of herbicides on trees and brush. They also encourage low-growing shrubs and trees which will 
crowd tall-growing species and, thus, minimize the use of herbicides.  Methods of herbicide applications may include stump, 
stem injection, basal, soil, and foliar.  Only electric utility rights-of-way that have tall-growing tree species with the potential of 
threatening the electric utility system are treated.

If you reside on or own property in Vermont within 1000’ of an electric utility right-of-way:
1. Sign up to receive written notification from your local electric utility of plans to apply herbicide on any ROW within 

1000’ of your property or the property where you reside.  Check nearby poles for tags identifying the utility and/or 
pole number, complete the form below and submit it to your local electric utility by mail before February 15th, 2023 
to be added to the notification list.  If determined to be qualified, you will receive notification from the utility at least 
30 days prior to scheduled herbicide application.

2. You are responsible to make your local electric utility aware of the location of any potentially affected water supply, 
and of any other environmentally sensitive area where herbicide application ought to be avoided.

3. Watch and listen for public service announcements in newspapers and radio ads noting upcoming herbicide 
applications.

4. Check with your local electric utility regarding the vegetation management cycle near your particular line.
5. You have the right to request, in writing, that the utility refrain from applying herbicides in the process of clear-

ing the right-of-way, and the utility may offer alternatives such as herbicide stump treatment or herbicide stem 
injections.

6. You have the right to refuse, in writing, the use of herbicides whatsoever at no cost to you if the type of lines in the 
right-of-way are distribution lines, bringing electric service directly to individual customers.

7. You have the right to refuse, in writing, the use of herbicides whatsoever by paying a $30 administration fee if the 
type of lines in the right-of-way are transmission lines or sub-transmission lines, bringing electricity to or between 
substations.

For more details, or to ask additional questions, please contact your local electric utility, or one of the following:

Based on the information above, if you believe you qualify to be notified in advance of pending herbicide applications in the 
rights-of-way, mail the request below to your local electric company before February 15th, 2023.

Resident/Property Owner Request to be Added to Herbicide Treatment Notification Mailing List

Name

Street Address

Town 

State                       Zip Code

Electric Utility Account Number

Home Phone Number

Work Phone Number

O.K. to use work number?                Yes            No

(circle one)

Best time to contact you

Affected Property:    Year-Round Residence    Summer Residence    Commercial Property    Water Supply Organic Farm    
Land    Other

(Circle all that apply)

Line/Pole Identification:

Utility Initials                                                                                        Pole Numbers

Please fill out this request completely to help us determine if you qualify for herbicide treatment notification.

MAIL THIS REQUEST TO YOUR LOCAL ELECTRIC UTILITY AT THE ADDRESS LISTED ABOVE BEFORE 
FEBRUARY 15TH, 2023

   
  

Public 
Notices 

Index
Public Notices for the  

following can be found in this  

ADDISON INDEPENDENT  
on Page 11B and 12B.

Email your Public 
Notices to legals@

addisonindependent.com
and Jenna makes sure

it gets in the paper

BRISTOL — Between Dec. 
11 and Jan. 14 Bristol police 
completed 79 foot patrols and 
eight car patrols, conducted 52 
traffic stops and checked the 
security at Mount Abraham Union 
High School 28 times, at Bristol 
Elementary School 29 times and at 
local businesses 27 times. 

Police also processed 42 
fingerprint requests, helped one 
citizen get into their locked vehicle, 
responded to two false alarms, 
conducted five welfare checks, 
verified one vehicle identification 
number and facilitated the return 
of one wallet. 

In other recent activity, Bristol 
police: 

• On Dec. 11 responded to a two-
car crash on West Street. 

• On Dec. 11 responded to a 
report of a disabled vehicle near the 
Lord’s Prayer Rock on Rockydale 
Road and provided emergency 
lights until a tow truck arrived. 

• On Dec. 13 received a delayed 
report of damage to a vehicle that 
occurred in the Bristol area on 
Sept. 22. 

• On Dec. 13 received a report 
of threatening. An investigation 
found there was no credible threat. 

• On Dec. 14 responded to a 
Mountain Street residence for a 
possible burglary. An investigation 
is ongoing. 

• On Dec. 15 responded to a 
complaint involving suspicious 
calls on Crescent Street and found 
no action rose to the level of an 
offense. 

• On Dec. 17 issued a parking 
ticket on Main Street. 

• On Dec. 18 helped Bristol 
Public Works remove a vehicle 
on Main Street for snow removal, 
then issued a parking ticket. 

• On Dec. 18 helped a citizen 
deliver a message to Public Works 
about ice covered sidewalks on 
West Street. 

• On Dec. 21 received a report 
of a juvenile in possession of 
marijuana on Airport Drive. 

• On Dec. 23 removed tree limbs 
from multiple roads in the Bristol 
area after the pre-Christmas storm. 

• On Dec. 24 helped a resident 
secure a building on East Street. 

• On Dec. 25 helped an individual 
resolve a civil issue on West Street. 

• On Dec. 27 issued a no trespass 
order to someone on Munsill 
Avenue. 

• On Dec. 27 took a report of 
a suspicious person on Pleasant 
Street. The person was gone when 
police arrived. 

• On Dec. 29 received a report 

of a potentially fraudulent bank 
transaction from a local bank. An 
investigation is ongoing. 

• On Dec. 30 received a complaint 
of fraud on Lower Notch Road. An 
investigation is ongoing. 

• On Dec. 30 responded to a 
complaint of a barking dog and 
warned the owner. 

• On Dec. 30 responded to Eagle 
Park regarding someone violating a 
town ordinance and explained the 
ordinance to the individual. 

• On Jan. 1 assisted someone on 
West Street with transportation. 

• On Jan. 3 responded to a crash 
on Park Place. 

• On Jan. 4 investigated an 
animal complaint on West Street 
and explained the animal ordinance 
to the owner. 

• On Jan. 4 investigated a loose 
dog on High Street and returned the 
dog to its owner. 

• On Jan. 4 received a report of a 
juvenile in possession of marijuana 
on Airport Drive. 

• On Jan. 5 responded to a 911 
call about a citizen dispute on South 
Street. The dispute was resolved, 
and the complainant will follow up 
with Bristol police. 

• On Jan. 6 received a report 
of vandalism to a vehicle. An 
investigation is ongoing. 

• On Jan. 9 assisted a resident with 
vehicle registration information. 

• On Jan. 10 helped a motorist 
start their vehicle on Route 17. 

• On Jan. 11 answered questions 
for a driver’s education class at the 
high school. 

• On Jan. 11 received an ID that 
was found on West Street and left a 
message for the owner. 

• On Jan. 11 arrested Lonny 
McCray Jr., 35, of Bristol on a 
warrant for failing to appear in court 
to answer to multiple charges and 
transported McCray to the Addison 
County Superior Court. 

• On Jan. 11 received a suspicious 
phone call from someone who 
sounded like they were under the 
influence. Police offered assistance, 
but the person declined to provide 
their name or location. 

• On Jan. 12 responded to Airport 
Drive for a juvenile in possession of 
alcohol. 

• On Jan. 13 took a late report 
of vandalism to a motor vehicle on 
Airport Drive. An investigation is 
ongoing. 

Police LogBristol

ARTS+LEISURE
EVERY THURSDAY IN YOUR ADDY INDY

116 Self Storage (1)

Addison County 
Courthouse (1)

Bread Loaf Corporation 
(1)

Goshen (2)

State of Vermont (1)

Vermont Electric Power 
Company (1)
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VERGENNES VALLEY 
VIEW APARTMENTS is 
currently taking wait list ap-
plications.  Occupants must 
be 62+ years of age.  No 
smoking/ No pets. Income 
limits apply - Rent based 
on income. Equal Housing 
Opportunity.  802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com.

Wood Heat
DRY OR GREEN firewood 
for sale. Delivery available. 
802-758-2007.

Att. Farmers
CORRAL PANELS, CAT-
TLE gates, round bale 
feeders and Dry Shod 
boots. Call Brian’s Farm 
Supply 802-355-2076.

HORSE BLANKET WASH 
and repair.  Accepting non-
leather (for now) horsewear 
of all kinds for cleaning and 
repairing at my Weybridge 
location.  Call or text Sue 
Miller at 802-377-5945 or 
email svdwmiller@icloud.
com with “horse” in the 
subject line for more in-
formation.

SMALL SQUARE BALES, 
$3.50. Call 802-377-5455.

WHITNEY’S CUSTOM 
FARM WORK Pond agi-
tating, liquid manure haul-
ing, drag line aerating. Call 
for price. 462-2755, John 
Whitney.

Wanted

ALL ADDISON COUNTY LOCATIONS 
CURRENTLY HIRING!

For openings and to apply, visit 
Maplefields.com

Looking for work in your hometown? 
We offer medical, dental, paid vacation, 

personal time, sick time and 401K for
full time positions.

MIDDLEBURY UNION 
HIGH SCHOOL

MUHS
COACHING POSITIONS

Middlebury Union High School is the following:

• Varsity JV Girls’ Lacrosse Coach
• Varsity Softball Coach

• Assistant Track Coach (2)
Applicants must possess a strong knowledge of coaching 
principles with previous coaching experience preferred. 
Must possess strong organizational skills and the ability 
to communicate and relate to student athletes.

Interested parties should send
a letter of interest, resume, and

three current letters of reference to:
Sean Farrell/Athletic Director

Middlebury Union Middle School
73 Charles Avenue

Middlebury, VT  05753

Applications will be accepted
until the positions have been filled.   E.O.E.

3 x 6
angelo jeep

col CD

Help Wanted 
ads can be 
found on

Pages 9B, 10B 
and 11B.

2 x col  5,5
wow toyz
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JOB HUNTING?
HIRING? 
FIND THESE JOBS

& MORE AT
addisonindependent.com

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

Well maintained, black leather seats and interior are in excellent shape. 
New brakes, new studded snow tires, 4WD, sunroof, heated seats, etc. 

$13,900 with just over 150,000 miles. Single owner. 
Available to see in Middlebury
Call Angelo at 802-349-7069.

GREAT IN 
GREAT IN 

SNOWSNOW

JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE LIMITED
2012

OLD & Used
guns wanted

P: 802-775-2859
C: 802-236-7213

Rifles, 
Hand 
guns, 

Shot guns
Top prices paid.

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent

Help Wanted Help Wanted For Rent

For Sale For Sale For Sale

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Well maintained, black leather seats and interior are in excellent shape. 
New brakes, new studded snow tires, 4WD, sunroof, heated seats, etc. 

$13,900 with just over 150,000 miles. Single owner. 
Available to see in Middlebury
Call Angelo at 802-349-7069.

GREAT IN 
GREAT IN 

SNOWSNOW

JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE LIMITED
2012

MARKET REPORT
ADDISON COUNTY

COMMISSION SALES
RT. 125 • EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT

We value our faithful customers.
Sales at 3 pm - Mon. & Thurs.

call 1-802-388-2661

Sales for 1/19/23 & 1/23/23
  COST
BEEF LBS. /LB $

Westminster Farm 1580 .91 $1437.80
Blue Spruce Farm 1950 .90 $1755.00
K. Gray 1600 .87 $1392.00
Nop Bros & Sons 1225 .87 $1065.75
Woodnotch Farm 1780 .86 $1530.80
Wilcon Farm 1720 .84 $1444.80
M. Compagna 1185 .835 $989.48
  COST
BEEF LBS. /LB $

H. Degraaf 98 3.10 $303.80
Conan’s Riverside 105 3.00 $315.00
Quarry Rd Farm 98 3.00 $294.00
Savello Farm 89 3.00 $267.00
A. Brisson 97 2.80 $271.60

Total Beef - 175   Total Calves - 267
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PROPOSED STATE RULES
By law, public notice of proposed rules must be given by publication in 

newspapers of record. The purpose of these notices is to give the public a chance 
to respond to the proposals. The public notices for administrative rules are now 
also available online at https://secure.vermont.gov/SOS/rules/ . The law requires 
an agency to hold a public hearing on a proposed rule, if requested to do so in 
writing by 25 persons or an association having at least 25 members.

To make special arrangements for individuals with disabilities or special needs 
please call or write the contact person listed below as soon as possible. 

To obtain further information concerning any scheduled hearing(s), obtain copies 
of proposed rule(s) or submit comments regarding proposed rule(s), please call or 
write the contact person listed below. You may also submit comments in writing 
to the Legislative Committee on Administrative Rules, State House, Montpelier, 
Vermont 05602 (802-828-2231).

Privacy of Consumer Financial and Health Information.
Vermont Proposed Rule: 23P001
AGENCY: Department of Financial Regulation
CONCISE SUMMARY: The Department of Financial Regulation's rule on "Privacy 
of Consumer Financial and Health Information" establishes limitations on how 
insurance companies, other entities that offer insurance to Vermont consumers, 
and insurance agents share consumers' financial and health information. The rule 
is being amended to modernize and streamline how annual notices identifying 
these privacy practices are provided to consumers. Instead of delivering an 
annual privacy notice to consumers individually, entities and agents who meet 
specific criteria will have the option to provide the notice on their website. This 
rule amendment will make the requirements for the provision of annual privacy 
notices consistent with federal law and with similar requirements, established in 
other rules, for entities regulated by the Banking Division. This rule amendment 
also makes technical corrections and clarifies what to include in the federal model 
privacy form should an entity elect to use that form as its privacy notice.  
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT: Karla Nuissl, Department of 
Financial Regulation, 89 Main Street, Montpelier, VT 05620 Tel: 802-828-2910 
Email: Karla.Nuissl@vermont.gov URL: https://dfr.vermont.gov/about-us/legal-
general-counsel/proposed-rules-and-public-comment . 
FOR COPIES: Diane Sherman, Department of Financial Regulation, 89 Main 
Street, Montpelier, VT 05620 Tel: 802-622-4358 Email: diane.sherman@vermont.
gov. 

BIDDING – KITCHEN AND CAFETERIA RENOVATION
PROJECT NAME:

MUHS KITCHEN AND CAFETERIA PROJECT, ADDISON 
CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

73 CHARLES AVE., MIDDLEBURY, VT 05753
Bread Loaf Corporation is the Construction Manager on the above referenced 

project and is seeking bids for all trades. The project is a $2M complete interior 
renovation of the existing 5,400 SF Kitchen/Servery. Scope of work includes 
interior selective demolition, concrete sawcutting, interior excavation & backfill, 
structural steel, custom millwork, metal roofing repairs, joint sealants, doors/
frames/hardware, sliding security grille, gypsum wallboard system, acoustical 
ceilings, flooring, painting, specialties, commercial kitchen equipment, 
mechanical, fire protection and electrical.

All interested subcontractors shall reply to this advertisement indicating their 
interest in bidding. Replies shall be sent to Andy Tetreault, Estimator via email 
atetreault@breadloaf.com or Fred Bellucci, VP of Estimating & Purchasing 
via email fbellucc@breadloaf.com. Minority owned, women owned and locally 
owned businesses as well as Section 3 businesses who provide training or hiring 
opportunities to Section 3 residents are encouraged to apply.

Drawings and specifications will be available Wednesday, January 25, 2023. 
Bidding documents will be available for download on Procore or purchased at 
Blueprints, etc. 20 Farrell St. #101, So. Burlington, VT 05403, tel. 802-865-4503, 
email orders@blueprintsetc.com. 

A pre-bid walk through will be held on February 1, 2023 at 2:30pm.
The bid date is Wednesday, February 8, 2023 by 3:00pm. Work is scheduled 

to start on May 1, 2023 and be completed by August 15, 2023.
Please send bid proposals to:
 Fred Bellucci
 Bread Loaf Corporation
 1293 Route 7 South
 Middlebury, VT 05753
 tel. (802) 388-9871 ext. 282
 e-mail: fbellucc@breadloaf.com 

TOWN OF GOSHEN - INVITATION TO BID
CONTRACTED SERVICES FOR CURBSIDE

OR DROP-OFF COLLECTION OF GARBAGE, 
RECYCLING & FOOD COMPOST

The Town of Goshen is seeking sealed bids for weekly curbside and weekly 
drop-off collection of garbage, recycling, and food compost. Interested parties 
should visit www.goshenvt.org to download a bid packet. Questions may be 
addressed to the board, selectboard@goshenvt.org. Bid proposals are due 
February 22, 2023. The bid award is contingent upon voter approval for either 
drop off or curbside collection, which will take place at Town Meeting on March 
6, 2023. Bidders may submit one or both bids.

Mail sealed bids to:
ATTN: SELECTBOARD 

Town of Goshen
50 Carlisle Hill Road, Goshen, VT 05733.

Clearly mark SEALED BID-GARBAGE on the exterior of the envelope.

By JILL VICKERS
I’m clueless when a dinner table 

conversation turns to the subtle 
tastes of a dish we’re enjoying. “Is 
that rosemary?” someone might 
ask. I keep eating. Distinguishing 
individual tastes of a complex dish 
is not a well-developed part of 
my brain. Lately though, my eyes 
and ears have begun to distinguish 
elements of another complex and 
delightful part of life. By that 
I mean the pollinators, garden 
creatures feeding, sheltering and 
nesting on and in the plants. 

I began getting to know more 
about these pollinators last May 
when I dropped in on a seed swap 
and demonstration of electric cars 
and yard tools. A woman there 
introduced herself as Fran Putnam 
and described an organization 
she had helped found, Pollinator 
Pathway of Addison County. Its 
mission, she said, is to provide 
public and private pesticide-free 
corridors of native plants that 
provide nutrition and habitat for 
native pollinating insects and birds. 
While I knew many plants depend 
on bees, hummingbirds, butterflies 
and others to move pollen from the 
male flower to a female flower of 
the same species, I knew little of 
the issues threatening them, much 
less what I could do about it. 

I’ve had vegetable and flower 
gardens for years, long enough 
to know I have a lot more to 
learn. Meeting other gardeners 
nourishing a diversity of plants 
and the animals dependent on them 
struck a chord in me. I added my 
contact information to the sign-up 

sheet. Fran thanked me and handed 
me an acorn, adding that a mature 
oak is home to many pollinators 
in the caterpillar stage. Two tiny 
seed leaves had emerged from its 
cracked shell. I moved on to hear 
what the electric car owners had to 
say, acorn cradled in one hand. 

For 22 years, I have lived on 
what was a hay field, 10 acres 
of heavy clay close 
to the east side of 
Lake Champlain. The 
vegetables are planted 
in raised beds, and most 
of the shrubs and flower 
beds surround the south 
and west sides of the 
house. Over the years, I 
have planted for color, 
size and flowering time 
with no thought to the 
interactions between 
the plants and their 
pollinators. 

And, what do I know 
of bees? I recognize 
only the bumble bee and honeybee, 
the latter an import from Europe, a 
fact I only picked up hanging out 
with Pollinator Pathway gardeners. 
That leaves potentially over 200 
Vermont native bee species to meet 
and, at least, acknowledge the work 
they are doing. I am familiar with 
a type of wasp that created small 
nests in our house overhangs. We 
only bump into each other when 
I am eating outdoors close to the 
flowering plants. Concerned about 
a guest being stung who is allergic, 
my husband removes the nests in 
the cold months. 

I am familiar with goldenrod 

     Public Notices  can be found in this
ADDISON INDEPENDENT  on Pages 11B and 12B.

VERMONT — The Vermont 
Dairy Producers Conference 
returns on Tuesday, Feb. 21, for 
the first in-person gathering since 
the beginning of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Now in its 24th year, 
the Vermont Dairy Producers 
Conference celebrates the dairy 
industry and the 
farmers who work 
tirelessly to provide 
milk to individuals 
across Vermont and 
beyond. 

This one-day 
conference — held 
at the DoubleTree 
by Hilton in South 
Burlington — includes 
innovative sessions 
led by industry experts 
and provides an 
opportunity to connect with more 
than 200 farmers from across 
New England and representatives 
from more than 50 dairy-related 
organizations. 

“I look forward to the speakers 
and visiting with other farmers 
and vendors each year,” said 
Ethan Pratt, milking manager at 
Sprague Ranch in Brookfield. 
“It’s definitely a conference worth 
missing your chores for.”

This year’s conference features 
five well-known speakers from 
across the country, sharing 
information about topics ranging 
from sustainability to dairy 
management. 

• Jeffrey Bewley from Holstein 
Association USA will discuss how 
to use data to make health and 

economic decisions in dairy farm 
management. 

• Victor E. Cabrera from 
University of Wisconsin–Madison 
will discuss dairy farm efficiency 
with an emphasis on reproduction. 

• David Parsley from 
University of Kentucky will 

discuss developing a 
system for continuous 
improvement. 

• Tim Schaefer, 
certified business coach 
and financial planner at 
Encore, will explain 
how participants can 
scale up their dairy 
management skills and 
identify limitations to 
success. 

• Frank Mitloehner 
from University of 

California–Davis will discuss 
climate action in agriculture.

The Vermont Dairy Producers 
Conference also includes the 2022 
Vermont Milk Quality Awards, 
presented by the Vermont Dairy 
Industry Association. 

Registration for the 2023 Vermont 
Dairy Producers Conference is now 
open. The cost is $25 for farmers, 
$50 for individuals working in 
education or government, and 
$100 for agricultural business 
representatives through Feb. 13 
(when ticket prices increase) and 
includes conference proceedings, 
lunch, and light refreshments 
from Cabot Creamery, Stonyfield 
Organic and Echo Farm Puddings. 
Learn more at vtdairyconference.
com.

and milkweed, which thrive on 
the edges of our hay field, but was 
learning how essential they are 
for our pollinators. The invasive 
poison parsnip, needing some type 
of control from me, was also doing 
well. My eyes were seeing more of 
what could be done for the property 
to become a part of a national 
effort to support beauties like the 

monarch, as well as the 
other essential players, 
the bees, wasps, moths 
and beetles.

The acorn did well 
over the summer in its 
pot, adding large lobed 
leaves on a strong 
stem. I felt I, too, was 
thriving, albeit slowly. 
I joined the committee 
made up of town 
coordinators, women 
like me who had more 
or less experience 
creating and tending 
gardens. At monthly 

meetings, the women described 
projects they spearheaded in 
tackling invasive plants, creating 
a pollinator meadow, obtaining 
funds for plants from local 
governing boards, organizing 
webinars to reach out to others and 
more. 

I would consider heading up 
a project in my town as part of 
Pollinator Pathway of Addison 
County when I learn more, but for 
now when a founder of the group 
mentioned the need for newspaper 
articles about such projects, I 
volunteered. I could contribute 
to this effort by writing those. 
This would take me to sites of 
pollinator projects and require me 
to interview those in charge, ideal 
ways to learn more. 

At home, I had promised myself 
not to add more beds. I had all 
the planting, weeding, watering, 
harvesting and replanting I could 
handle. In the heat waves of last 
summer, I rested under the shade 
umbrella close to where rudbeckia, 
echinacea, bee balm, primrose, 
sunflowers and Mexican yellow 
poppies were flowering. I couldn’t 
detect cells adding new growth, 
sepals opening or seeds forming. 
What I could see were the visitors 

busy feeding on them, and not 
just the butterflies that had always 
caught my eye, but the less-flashy 
insects as well. 

My resolve weakened, and 
I planned where to expand the 
flower beds for native plants. Grass 
grows extremely well where I live, 
and the new plants would not do 
well competing with it, I was told. 
Pesticides would kill off the very 
creatures I was hoping to attract. 
The Pollinator Pathway group 
recommended cardboard in large, 
tape-free sheets with 3 inches or 
more of manure, compost, grass 
clippings, all organic material 
available, to cover it. This involved 
lifting, hauling, digging, more 
hauling. 

When it was time to let my 
broken fingernails recover and 
achy muscles loosen up, I rested 
in the garden and took some notes: 
Dragonfly. Not a pollinator, but 
interesting. Tiniest bee. Moves 
so fast. Don’t blink. I hear it 
before I see it, male ruby-throated 
hummingbird sipping nectar, from 
one red beebalm blossom and 
another and another. 

I can’t help but admire tiny 
creatures, up and about their work 
first thing, overcoming enormous 
obstacles. Connecting with them 
just by being a helpful fellow 
inhabitant of our planet, I am 
also connecting with gardeners, 
conservationists, scientists, 
nursery owners and more in my 
town, county, state, region, country 
and beyond. 

This feels satisfying, but also 
overwhelming at times. However, 
heading home from some errand, 
I now wonder what I have missed 
in the garden. I have an invitation 
out there: flowering shrubs and 
perennials, a brush pile and water 
out for butterflies as well as birds. I 
drop my bag and keys on the dining 
room table, pull off my shoes and 
quietly open the patio door. I see 
nothing moving. I must quiet my 
mind, open my senses and wait for 
company to arrive.

—————
To learn more about Pollinator 

Pathway of Addison County check 
out pollinator-pathway.org/towns/
addison-county.

Invite a little company into the Garden

Over the 
years, I have 
planted for 
color, size 
and flowering 
time with no 
thought to the 
interactions 
between 
the plants 
and their 
pollinators. 

Vt. Dairy Producers set 
for in-person meeting

“It’s 
definitely a 
conference 
worth 
missing your 
chores for.”

— milking 
manager

Ethan Pratt

WINOOSKI — Every year, 
VSAC compiles a scholarship 
booklet of Vermont-specific 
opportunities, available only to 
Vermont residents or to students 
who will work in Vermont after 
graduation. Here in our state’s 
“small pond,” many of those 
scholarships receive only 100 
or so applicants — which means 
students may have a higher chance 
of winning a Vermont-specific 
scholarship than they might if 
they’re competing 
nationwide.

This year’s booklet 
includes information 
on 133 scholarships 
administered by 
VSAC, plus an 
additional 40 
scholarships run by 
outside organizations.

There are scholarship 
opportunities for a 
wide range of academic 
interests. Some of the 
more common fields 
include business, 
technical industries, 
environmental studies, 
public safety, health 
care and education. But there 
are also some very specific 
opportunities for interests you 
may not expect, such as musical 
performance, ski area management 
and electrical line work.

There may be specific 
scholarships for residents of 
a select town or county, or 
graduates of from a specific high 
school. If a student’s parents 
work in farming, retail, public 
safety or broadcasting, there are 
dedicated funds just for them. And 
several scholarships are offered 
only to members of traditionally 
disadvantaged groups, including 
students who are the first in their 
families to graduate from college. 

Finally, single parents may want 
to check out the Bernice Murray 
Scholarship, which covers up to 
$4,000 in child-care expenses for 
single parents who continue their 
education.

Some scholarships offer one-
time awards, while others are 
renewable, meaning the student 
can receive additional financial 
awards for each subsequent year of 
study. The annual award amounts 
generally range from $500 to 
$6,500, though there are some 
exceptions, including several 
scholarships and forgivable loan 
programs for medical, nursing, 
and dental students, which 
generally cover the student’s full 
tuition.

Those who have perused the 
scholarship booklet in prior years 
may want to take note of the 8 
VSAC-administered scholarship 
and loan programs that are brand-
new for the 2023-2024 academic 
year.

Three new scholarships 
benefit students in particular 
communities:

• The Robert E. Ashton Jr. 
Memorial Scholarship honors a 
longtime St. Albans educator by 
offering $1,000 scholarships to 
graduates of BFA-St. Albans.

• The Merle Clough Cutting 
Memorial Scholarship will offer 
one $1,000 award to a Newbury 
resident.

• The Grand Isle County 
VFW Scholarship will 
assist up to four local 
students with $2,000 
scholarships.

Four new scholarship 
and loan programs are 
targeted at students 
pursuing particular 
fields of study.

• The Scott 
Campitelli Memorial 
Scholarship will offer 
one $2,000 scholarship 
to a student pursuing 
a degree in radio, TV, 
broadcasting or film.

• The VELCO 
STEM Studies 
Scholarship will 

award one $10,000 scholarship 
to a student from a traditionally 
underrepresented group who has 
received an associate’s degree 
from the Community College of 
Vermont and wants to pursue a 
bachelor’s in a STEM field.

• A new interest-free and 
forgivable loan program will cover 
the full tuition for prospective 
early childhood educators, 
working towards an associate’s or 
a bachelor’s degree, who commit 
to teaching for one year in a 
Vermont child-care center. 

• A new interest-free and 
forgivable loan program will cover 
exam and first-time licensing fees 
for prospective tradespeople who 
commit to working for one year in 
a high-demand trade or technical 
field.

And a new VSAC Board of 
Directors Scholarship in honor 
of Pamela Chisholm will award 
two $2,000 scholarships to first-
generation students.

The application deadline is 
Feb. 15, 2023, for all VSAC-
assisted scholarships, and all 
of those programs require a 
completed FAFSA and Unified 
Scholarship Application (USA), 
plus a general essay. The VSAC 
booklet covers any additional 
application requirements, such 
as recommendation letters or 
transcripts, for each individual 
scholarship. Deadlines and 
requirements for the non-VSAC 
scholarships vary.

Anyone with questions is 
encouraged to talk with the VSAC 
outreach counselor at their school, 
visit vsac.org or call 800-642-
3177.

VSAC scholarships are
available to Vermonters

This year’s 
booklet 
includes 
information 
on 133 
scholarships 
administered 
by VSAC, 
plus an 
additional 40 
scholarships 
run by outside 
organizations.

Masons aid the needy
LIBANUS LODGE 47 brothers Matt Moyer (right) and Cole 

Lossmann, from the F & A Masons of Bristol, visited Mount 
Abraham Union High School and met with the nurses, who will 
distribute a $100 Visa gift card to a family in need in each of the 
5 Towns in the schools district. Nurse Brenda Barsalou is above, 
and Wanda Bouvier is on the right.

Photos by Jeannette Armell
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Ten original paintings by pastel artist Judy Albright will be available to the highest bidder, Feb. 5-14, in an online auction benefi tting Habitat for Humanity of Addison County. 
Albright paints and teaches from her home studio in Middlebury.  INDEPENDENT PHOTOS / STEVE JAMES

ome is very important to Judy 
Albright.

“Maybe my message is really 
simple,” said the Middlebury pastel 
painter in an interview last week. “I 
am drawn to paint the comforts of 
home and community.”

She not only refl ects 
these values in her 
art, but also by using 
her work to benefi t 

Habitat for Humanity of Addison County, which 
partners with families, volunteers and donors 
to build highly effi  cient and sustainable homes 
for people in the community who otherwise 
couldn’t aff ord them.

This year’s fundraiser (Albright’s third), will be 
an online auction, opening Feb. 5 and closing 
Feb. 14. There will be 10 pieces available to the 
highest bidders — a fabulous Valentine’s Day 

gift for that special someone.

“All the money collected — every penny — 
goes to Habitat for Humanity of Addison 
County,” Albright said. 

Last year, Albright raised $1,175 and the year 
before $2,030. This year, she’s hoping to break 
$2,000. 

“Addison Habitat is a 100%-volunteer 
organization,” explained Blair Kloman, a 
member on the local Habitat board of 
directors. “So 100% of all the donations we 
receive go toward the work we do to build 
aff ordable and energy-effi  cient homes in 
our local community… Right now, we have 

SEE PASTELS ON PAGE 3

Home is where the art is for pastel painter

ELSIE
 LYNN PARINI
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ermont Folklife, in partnership with 
Weybridge photojournalist George 
Bellerose, is proud to announce the 
publication of Portrait of a Forest: 
Men and Machine, a 304-page book 
that examines the historic and 
contemporary role of the forest 
in shaping the state’s geography, 

culture, and economy.

Bellerose’s arresting black-and-white 
photographs tell their own stories, 
accompanied by elucidating text and 
interviews.

“A healthy, working forest is a multi-
generational responsibility. To be good 
stewards of the land is this generation’s 
challenge,” Bellerose commented 
on one of the book’s principal 
themes.

Day-in-the-life photography, 
historical sidebars, and wide-
ranging conversations with 
environmentalists, foresters, 
loggers, mill owners, and 
policymakers help us 
understand the people and 
policies that will determine if we 
meet that responsibility.

Tom Slayton, editor emeritus 
of Vermont Life, in the book’s 
foreword, best describes the book: 
“Portrait of a Forest opens up a world — a world 
many of us who make our living inside an offi  ce 
are liable to be quite unfamiliar with. However, 
it is a world we need to know better if we are 
really to understand this forest in which we 
live. This great ecosystem and the men who 
manage and work it deserves our attention 
and respect. In this book, they receive both.”

“This project is an essential part of Vermont 

Folklife’s mission to help people 
become visible to one another,” the late Greg 
Sharrow, Folklife’s long-time senior folklorist, 
said of the book and Folklife’s 2015 exhibit of 
the work. “George Bellerose’s photography 
opens a powerful window into the lives and 
work of loggers in Vermont.”

With funding from foundations and community 
donors, copies will be distributed throughout 

the state with the help of non-profi ts 
concerned about the future of the forest. The 
book will also be for sale at The Vermont Book 
Shop in Middlebury.

Vermont Folklife’s 2015 Vision & Voice exhibit 
of Portrait of a Forest is available for display. 
For more information on the book and exhibit 
contact Vermont Folklife at 802-388-4964 or at 
info@vtfolklife.org. 

Weybridge photojournalist shows Vermonters working in the woods

V

A fun family magic show 
with Magician Alyx Hilshey!

Her sense of  play, 
humor and magical skill 

will delight all in attendance.
Tickets $5 - $25 (family ticket)

online at VergennesOperaHouse.org

802-388-4944 
ADS@ADDiSONiNDEPENDENT.COM

Custom ads 

for every customer. 

Call us today.

BE 
UNIQUE.

“Mike Quinn refers to himself as an anomaly in today’s logging world 
where profi t can be pennies on pieces and bigger is better,” reads the 
excerpt for this image by George Bellerose in the Vermont Folklife 
exhibit from 2015. “Winters, he cuts timber on his and others’ wood 
lots. Sugaring time, he tends his 1,000-tap sugar bush. Summer is 
milling time at his backyard sawmill that was state-of-the-art 75 
years ago. Summer and fall are haying time on his 200-acre East 
Middlebury farm.”
See more in George Bellerose’s book, available now at 
The Vermont Book Shop.
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homes under 
construction 
in the Booth 
Woods 
neighborhood 
of Vergennes, 
and we 
anticipate our 

next site to be in the Gorham Lane neighborhood 
of Middlebury.” 

“At one time I was an interior decorator and 
home stager,” explained Albright, who also had a 
32-year career as an elementary school teacher. 
“My husband and I have rehabbed two homes 
together, including this one in Middlebury… 
Having a home that you love can make a real 
difference in people’s lives.”

Albright got her inspiration to start fundraising 
from a junior mentee she was working with 
through the youth group at the Congregational 
Church of Middlebury back in 2020. 

“Hers was a baked goods fundraiser,” Albright 
remembered. “She took what she loved and 
turned it into a fundraiser… I was so impressed. 
What a great idea to take something that you 
love to do, try to make a little money, and then 
give it to charity.”

It didn’t take Albright long to choose a charity of 
her own to support. 

“Addison County, like much of the state and 
country today, is in the midst of an affordable 
housing crisis,” Kloman said. “Hard-working 
people with or looking for stable jobs in the area 
can’t afford to live here. Habitat for Humanity is 
working to help families of modest income find 
communities where they can live and thrive and 
contribute to the local economy.”

Albright saw a role for herself.

“I’m 72 years old,” she said. “I can’t wield the 
hammer to help build the house, but I can paint 
and maybe that can make a difference.”

Albright works in soft pastel. They are sticks 
about 3 inches long, and fat, made of pure 
pigment mixed with a little bit of binder, Albright 

explained. And they’re very soft. 

“The colors are really beautiful,” Albright mused. 
“Imagine the pastels like brush strokes — it is 
painting, but it’s a dry medium… For me the array 
of colors in the pastel palette is the hook. With 
each overlapping stroke of the colorful pastel 
stick I’m working to bring a sense of place, 
purpose and joy to everyday things.”

Back in her college years, Albright intended to 
be an art major, but shifted to her long-time 
career in early education. 

“I was always taking art courses and 
bringing art into the classroom,” said 
Albright, who taught in Dutchess 
County, N.Y. “When I retired, my treat to 
myself was to take an art class.”

That class brought her up from her 
home in Connecticut to the Southern 

Vermont Arts Center in Manchester for a week 
intensive class in pastels.

“I kind of got hooked,” she said. “I studied with 
a number of different teachers and just kept 
painting and painting — that’s how you get 
better: you just keep doing it and working with 
people who can point you in the right direction.”

Six years ago, Albright moved up to Middlebury 
with her husband and she now paints and 
teaches art from her home studio. She left her 
retirement to serve as the church administrator 
for the Congregational Church of Middlebury, 
and to contribute to the community with her art.

The pieces in the auction this year will be 
moderately sized (between 5-by-7-inches and 
11-by-14-inches) and valued at $500 each. 
Though Albright likes working on oversized 
paintings, she kept these pieces “reasonable 
sizes that can fit most wall spaces.”

“Judy Albright is an exceptional person and 
long-time friend of Habitat for Humanity here in 
Addison County,” Kloman said. “The joy and love 
she puts into her work have created an equally 
joyful sense of sharing in our community. She 
has raised awareness for the growing need for us 
all to participate in supporting and nurturing our 
neighbors.”

“It makes me feel good,” Albright said simply of 
her fundraising efforts. 

What better reason is there?

Editor’s Note: Find Judy Albright’s auction online 
at biddingowl.com/hfhac. The auction will be 
live from Feb. 5-14. For more information about 
Habitat for Humanity of Addison County visit 
addisonhabitat.org. 

PASTELS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

802-443-MIDD (6433)  •  go.middlebury.edu/pas

Chamber Music Society
of Lincoln Center
Friday, January 27  n  7:30 pm
Mahaney Arts Center, Robison Hall; or stream from home
$25/20/15/10/5

Judy Albright uses soft pastels to paint her art. She will 
be launching a fundraising auction on Feb. 5 to benefit 
Habitat for Humanity of Addison County.

INDEPENDENT PHOTOS / STEVE JAMES

“I STUDIED WITH A NUMBER 
OF DIFFERENT TEACHERS AND 
JUST KEPT PAINTING AND 
PAINTING — THAT’S HOW YOU 
GET BETTER: YOU JUST KEEP 
DOING IT AND WORKING WITH 
PEOPLE WHO CAN POINT YOU 
IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION.”

— Judy Albright
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The Middlebury New Filmmakers Festival 
Selects “Larger Than Life” series continues 
at Town Hall Theater on Sunday, Feb. 5, at 2 
p.m., with the narrative feature, “TED K,” from 
director Tony Stone — an exceptional and 
mesmerizing drama that you won’t want to 
miss.

Theodore John Kaczynski lived a life of almost 
complete seclusion in a simple wooden cabin 
in the mountains of Montana. But then this 
former Harvard-educated university professor, 
who despised modern society and its faith in 
technology, became radicalized. What began 
with local acts of sabotage, ended with deadly 
bomb attacks. To the outside world, Ted 
Kaczynski became known as the Unabomber.

Based on Ted Kaczynski’s diaries and 
writings, director Tony Stone’s riveting film is 
a kaleidoscopic true crime journey into the 
life of one of America’s most complex and 

eccentric killers. It features a tour-de-force 
performance from Sharlto Copley (as Ted K) 
who deftly portrays the complexity of this 
unique outsider, raging at the forces of both 
the inescapable technological society that 
plague him and his own inner demons.

Per the distributor’s notes, “TED K” presents 
Kaczynski as the intellectual primitive, the 
purposeful well-educated rustic who is 
radicalized by the ever-encroaching presence 
of the hyper-modern age into his seclusion. 
There are hardly any places left in the world 
where the sound of a jet or the whine of a 
motor does not intrude. The relentless drone 
of industry and the creeping tentacles of 
technology are inescapable. Kaczynski was 
tormented by this, and over time, this torment 
became the grounds for his murderous 
revenge on the wider world.

The film is also an imaginative investigation 
of Ted Kaczynski. Based on accounts from 
his neighbors, he was not the stereotypical 
recluse. He had cordial and friendly 
interactions with people, while leading a 
double life. He was a good and industrious 
worker, qualities that impressed the people 
who hired him as an unskilled hand. Little did 
they know that he was a scientific tinkerer too, 
striving to make the most lethally effective 
bombs out of junk. It’s a twisted image from 
the age of Popular Mechanics. 

Director Stone and his team paid painstaking 
attention to recreating Ted Kaczynski’s 
environment with great authenticity. “TED 
K” was filmed on location on Kaczynski’s 
former land in Lincoln, Mont., and a replica of 

his cabin was built on the exact spot where 
his cabin once stood, sitting on the shallow 
concrete footings that he and his brother 
poured in 1971. The film production was 
immersed in the town of Lincoln, population 
600, and worked closely with Kaczynski’s 
former neighbors and employers. Some of the 
characters populating the scenes in Lincoln 
are the very people that knew Ted Kaczynski 
in real life.

Director Tony Stone will attend the screening 
of “TED K” and participate in a Q&A following 
the film with MNFF Artistic Director, Jay 
Craven. 

Tickets are available through the Town Hall 
Theater’s website townhalltheater.org. MNFF 
Selects continues its “Larger Than Life” series 
through April. More information and trailers 
for the MNFF Selects films are available at 
middfilmfest.org/selects-2022-23.

MNFF presents narrative drama ‘TED K’ 
screening at Town Hall Theater, Feb. 5

FILM S C R E E N I N G

Middlebury New Filmmakers Festival Selects 
presents “TED K” on Sunday, Feb. 5, 2 p.m., at the 
Town Hall Theater in Middlebury. This screening is 
part of the “Larger Than Life” Selects series.

or almost 200 years, four 
generations of the Robinson family 
lived at Rokeby farm in Ferrisburgh. 
Rokeby staff will share the lives 
of these historic Vermonters and 
give you a chance to touch the 
very objects they loved and used 
on Thursday, Jan. 26 at the Russell 
Memorial Library in Monkton. 

In many ways, the lives of the Robinsons 
were ordinary, as they struggled to make a 
living as farmers. At other times, their lives 
were extraordinary, such as supporting 
freedom seekers on the Underground 
Railroad and agitating Vermonters to fight 
for the ending of slavery. 

Join the conversation at 6 p.m.

Hands-on history: Learn about the Robinsons in Monkton

F
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ARIES: March 21/April 20. Aries, it’s important to 
focus on progress and not necessarily on money 
that can be made. See what you can learn along 
the path you choose.

TAURUS: April 21/May 
21. You have high hopes 
that your eff orts will 
be well received this 
week, Taurus. Before 
you move full speed 
ahead, run your ideas 
by a trusted group of 
confi dantes.

GEMINI: May 22/June 
21. You don’t learn by 
getting things right all 
of the time, Gemini. 
A few mistakes along 
the way provide an 
opportunity to grow and 
fi gure out new ways to 
do the job. 

CANCER: June 22/July 
22. Cancer, distractions 
seemingly abound this 
week and your head 
isn’t in the game. While 
you can get away with a 
few oversights here and 
there, too many can be 
problematic.

LEO: July 23/Aug. 23. 
Leo, someone in your 
life is looking for a pep 
talk and you are just the 
person to provide one. 
Listen to the problem 
at hand and off er this 
person some solid 
solutions.

VIRGO: Aug. 24/Sept. 
22. Virgo, you could be 
at a crossroads in your life. You are pondering 
many diff erent scenarios, and now is the time to 
solidify plans for the next few weeks.

LIBRA: Sept. 23/Oct. 23. If you made a career 
change recently, you may be discovering 
that the payoff  isn’t quite what you expected. 

Fulfi llment is essential, 
so give some thought 
to new pursuits.

SCORPIO: Oct. 24/
Nov. 22. Scorpio, it is not 
like you to feel adrift, 
but that could be the 
situation right now. 
Latch on to one activity 
or person that brings 
you joy. Focus on the 
positives in life.

SAGITTARIUS: Nov. 
23/Dec. 21. Sagittarius, 
family members want 
to spend more time 
with you, so plan for the 
extra company. Have 
a few extra snacks on 
hand and make sure 
the house is orderly.

CAPRICORN: Dec. 22/
Jan. 20. Your tendency 
to want to tackle things 
all on your own could 
have you pushing 
others away, Capricorn. 
Accept others’ 
willingness to pitch in.

AQUARIUS: Jan. 21/
Feb. 18. Aquarius, 
there has been a lot on 
your plate and many 
thoughts swimming 
through your mind. A 
quick getaway could 
be what is needed this 
month.

PISCES: Feb. 19/March 
20. Pisces, you have a few off ers on the table, 
but could be having trouble narrowing down 
your preference. Bring in a third party to help.

OPEN: M-F 10-5 and Saturday 9:30-4

260 Court Street, Middlebury, Vt. 05753
802-388-3559   www.middleburysewnvac.com

Our semi-annual clearance sale is 
extended! Now through Jan. 31st!

25-75% off select merchandise

1 more

 week!

Roses, Cut Flowers, Chocolates, 
 Stu�ed Bears & Balloons!

Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30, Sat. 10-2
Rte 7 So., Middlebury • 802-388-2800
www.middleburyfloralandgifts.com

 Stu�ed Bears & Balloons!

Rte 7 So., Middlebury • 
www.middleburyfloralandgifts.com

BRISTOL • VT453-7799

Tues-Thurs 11am-5pm
Fri 11-7pm, Sat 10am-5pm
Sun 11-3pm • Closed Mon

Bring in this ad
and get 10% o�

one item.

JAN. 26 — W. Kamau Bell, comedian (50)
JAN. 27 — Guillermo Rodriguez, talk show 
personality (52)
JAN. 28 — Colette, novelist (d)

JAN. 29 — Oprah Winfrey, talk show host, 
actor, icon (69) 
JAN. 30 — Olivia Coleman, actor (49)
JAN. 31 — Ernie Banks, baseball player (d)
FEB. 1 — Langston Hughes, writer (d)

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

ART
O N  E X H I B I T

BRANDON ARTISTS GUILD
7 Center St, Brandon
Visit brandonartistsguild.org or call 802-247-4956  for 
more info.

“2022 Holiday Show,” showcases fi nely crafted original 
artworks by more than 30 Vermont artists. Joining BAG 
this season are Ashley Wolff , Catherine Palmer and 
Judith Reilly. On view Nov. 11-Jan. 29.

EDGEWATER AT THE FALLS
1 Mill Street, Middlebury
Visit edgewatergallery.com, call 802-458-0098 or email 
info@edgewatergallery-vt.com for more info.

“Inner Landscapes,” a new collection of abstract 
paintings by Sara Katz based on an exploration of 
botanical forms. Katz was raised in Cabot, Vt., on a 
vegetable farm with a greenhouse and nursery and 
therefore often returns to the study of plant life, which 
is both a familiar and important theme in her life. In this 
series the forms dance with bold colors and dynamic 
compositions fi lled with movement and energy. On view 
through January.

JACKSON GALLERY
68 S Pleasant Street, Middlebury
Visit townhalltheater.org/jackson-gallery or call 802-382-
9222 for more info.

“We’re All At A Party Called Life On Earth!” An art 
installation celebrating humanity, harmony, and 
diversity, by Fran Bull and Robert Black. The exhibit will 
be on view through Feb. 18.

NORTHERN DAUGHTERS
221 Main Street, Vergennes
Visit northerndaughters.com or call 802-877-2173 for more 
info.

“Solace,” a new winter exhibit at Northern Daughters 
features work by Anne Cady, Bonnie Baird, Jessica 
Parker Foley, Chelsea Granger, Julia Jensen, Hannah 
Sessions, Pamela Smith, Susanne Strater and Carla 
Weeks. The prompt: What do you turn to? On view 
through Jan. 31. 

PHOTOPLACE GALLERY
3 Park Street, Middlebury
For more info visit photoplacegallery.com.

“Portals: Windows, Mirrors, Doors,” featuring 35 images 
for exhibition in the gallery, and 40 for the Online Gallery. 
A portal can be an architectural feature: a gate, a doorway, 
a window, a mirror, or a tunnel, that frames or isolates or 
adds a new dimension to the image. In a fi ctional sense, a 
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CALENDAR
THURSDAY, JAN. 26
HANDS-ON ROBINSON FAMILY HISTORY IN 
MONKTON. Thursday, Jan. 26, 6 p.m., Russell Memorial 
Library, Monkton Ridge. For almost 200 years, four 
generations of the Robinson family lived at Rokeby 
farm in Ferrisburgh. Rokeby staff will share the lives of 
these historic Vermonters and give you a chance to 
touch the very objects they loved and used.

PHOTO SAFARI SLIDESHOW IN LINCOLN. Thursday, 
Jan. 26, 7 p.m., Lincoln Library, 222 West River 
Road. Lincoln residents Lucinda and Dale Cockrell 
recently spent 34 days on a self-guided photo safari 
in South Africa’s Kruger National Park, where they 
photographed lions, leopards, cheetahs, elephants, 
giraffes, crocodiles, landscapes, more than 130 
different bird species, bugs, butterflies and so much 
more. They’ll share some of their photographs and 
adventures, and also provide details on how one can 
enjoy a “trip of a lifetime” safari on an ordinary-person 
budget. Sign up at the library if you’d like to attend.

FRIDAY, JAN. 27
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB SNOWSHOE IN HANCOCK. 
Friday, Jan. 27, Burnt Hill Trail to Boyce Shelter. 
Beautiful, backcountry climb, 2.2 miles to the Long 
Trail, then 0.6 miles north to the shelter. Prepare for 
snowy conditions and possible trail breaking. Contact 
Ellen Cronan for details or to register, ecronana@
yahoo.com. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

PHOTOGRAPHY OPENING EXHIBIT IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Friday, Jan. 27, 4-7 p.m., PhotoPlace gallery, 3 Park St. 
Come to the opening for “Portals: Windows, Mirrors, 

Doors.” A portal can be an architectural feature: a gate, 
a doorway, a window, a mirror, or a tunnel, that frames 
or isolates or adds a new dimension to the image. In a 
fictional sense, a portal is also a magical doorway that 
connects two locations in space or time.

ART OPENING IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, Jan. 27, 5-7 
p.m., Sparrow Art Supply, 52 Main St. Come see an 
electrifying display of the color Magenta. This fearless 
exhibit features work by over 50 local artists. Free and 
open to the public with complimentary refreshments.

CHAMBER MUSIC SOCIETY OF LINCOLN CENTER: 
“MAGICAL SCHUBERT” IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, Jan. 
27, 7:30 p.m., Robison Hall, Mahaney Arts Center, 72 
Porter Field Rd. Celebrate Franz Schubert’s genius 
with his lighthearted fantasy for Violin and Piano in 
C Major; his splendid Piano Trio in B-flat Major, No. 1; 
and his greatest piano duet, the Fantasie in F Minor. 
Performed by violinist Benjamin Beilman, cellist David 
Requiro, and pianists Alessio Bax and Gloria Chien. 
Tickets $25/20/10/5; streaming tickets $15/5. Open 
to the public. More info at middlebury.edu/events.

SATURDAY, JAN. 28
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB SNOWSHOE IN LEICESTER. 
Saturday, Jan. 28, Silver Lake, Route 53. Beautiful, easy 
trek from Route 53, past the Falls of Lana. 1.5 miles 
each way, 525 feet ascent, on a Jeep road, 2 hours 
round trip. Contact Jennifer Kluever for information 
or to register, jennifer.kluever@yahoo.com. More at 
gmcbreadloaf.org.

FAT BIKE ROUNDUP IN RIPTON. Saturday, Jan. 28, 10 
a.m., Rikert Nordic Center, Route 125. Addison County 

Bike Club hosts guided group fat bike rides for all 
abilities, one set of rides in the morning, one in the 
afternoon. Rain/snow date: Jan. 29. Register at bikereg.
com/acbc-fat-bike-roundup.

ALYX MAGIC SHOW IN VERGENNES. Saturday, Jan. 
28, 2-3 p.m., Vergennes Opera House, 120 Main St. 
A fun family magic show that is sure to trick your 
mind and amaze your senses. Alyx is a nationally 
touring magician whose home base is Vermont. 
She is bringing her family-friendly show to VOH for 
an afternoon of magical fun using humor and her 
formidable magic skill to engage, delight and amaze 
everyone in the audience. Matinee with general 
seating. Doors open at 1:15 p.m. Tickets $10 adult/$5 
children and students/$25 family of four. More info at 
vergennesoperahouse.org.

JANICE OBUCHOWSKI AND SPECIAL GUEST IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, Jan. 28, 4 p.m., Champlain 
Valley Unitarian Universalist Society, 2 Duane Ct. 
Author Janice Obuchowski will read from and 
discusses her award-winning short story collection 
“The Woods” with bestselling novelist and fellow 
Vermonter Chris Bohjalian.

SQUARE DANCE IN BRISTOL. Saturday, Jan. 28, 
7:30 p.m., Holley Hall, 1 South St. No experience is 
necessary — if you can walk and smile at the same 
time you have the essential skills. Several area callers 
will take turns guiding us through easy dances to 
rollicking live music. For covid safety, masks will be 
required for dancing. Free.

J A N .  2 6 - F E B .  1 1

2 0 2 3

MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY TELEVISION:
P.O. Box 785, Middlebury, Vt. 05753MCTV SCHEDULE Channels 1071 & 1091

Please see the MCTV website, www.middleburycommunitytv.org, for changes 
in the schedule; MCTV events, classes and news; and to view many programs 

online. Submit listings to the above address, or call 388-3062.

MCTV Channel 1071
Friday, January 27
Public Affairs - Through the Night
6:30 a.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
7:30 a.m. Congregational Church 
10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs 
4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Church 
5:30 p.m. Energy Week
6:30 p.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
8 p.m. Select Board, Public Affairs
Saturday, January 28
Public Affairs - Through the Night
5:30 a.m. Age Well: Aging Matters
9 a.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Service
5:30 p.m. Eckankar
6:00 p.m. Energy Week
7:00 p.m. Catholic Mass
7:30 p.m. Age Well - Aging Matters
8 p.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
Sunday, January 29
Public Affairs - Through the Night
5 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
9 a.m. Catholic Mass
10 a.m. Energy Week
11 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
4 p.m. Congregational Service
6:30 p.m. Eckankar
7 p.m. Catholic Mass
7:30 p.m. Gov. Scott’s Inaugural Address
Monday, January 30
Public Affairs - Through the Night
5 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs

9 a.m. Energy  Week
10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
7 p.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
8 p.m. Dr. John Campbell
Tuesday, January 31
Public Affairs - Through the Night
5 a.m. Energy Week
6 a.m. Dr. John Campbell
9:30 a.m. Eckankar
10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
3 p.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
4 p.m. Congregational Service
5:30 p.m. Energy Week
7 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
Wednesday, February 1
Public Affairs - Through the Night
6:30 a.m. Energy Week
7:30 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
9:30 a.m. Catholic Mass
10 a.m. Select Board, Public Affairs
5 p.m. Dr. John Campbell
6 p.m. Energy Week
7 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
Thursday, February 2
Public Affairs - Through the Night
5 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
8 a.m. Congregational Service
11 a.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
12 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
8 p.m. Energy Week
9 p.m. Eckankar  
10 p.m. Dr. John Campbell

MCTV Channel 1091 
Friday, January 27
5 a.m. Music in the Morning
7 a.m. State Board of Education
11 a.m. School Board Meetings
6 p.m. Slow Living Summit - Charles 

Eisenstein 
7:18 p.m. Slow Living Summit - Tom 

Newmark 
8:53 p.m. Slow Living Summit - Sandra 

Steingarner 
10:24 p.m. Slow Living Summit - Francis 

Moore Lappe 
11:45 p.m.All Things LGBTQ
Saturday, January 28
4 a.m. Yoga
5 a.m. Music in the Morning 
8 a.m. Landscape Design for 

Pollinators
7:25 p.m. Gardening in Vermont with 

Lauren Slayton and Justin Willis
9:30 a.m. The Story Matters
10 a.m. School Board Meetings
5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
8 p.m. Here We Are- Ken Burns 
8:42 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
6 p.m. Slow Living - Charles Eisenstein 
7:25 p.m. Slow Living - Tom Newmark 
8:53 p.m. Slow Living - Sandra Steingarner 
10:24 p.m. Slow Living - Francis Moore 

Lappe 
Sunday, January 29
5 a.m. All Things LGTQ
6 a.m. Music in the Morning

8 a.m. The Story Matters
8:30 p.m. Slow Living - Francis Moore 

Lappe 
10:21 a.m. Slow Living - Sandra Steingarner 
11:53 a.m.7:25 p.m. Slow Living - Tom 

Newmark 
1:30 p.m. Spring Wildflowers & Their 

Pollinators
5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
6 p.m. Slow Living - Charles 

Eisenstein
7:19 p.m. Slow Living - Tom Newmark
9 p.m. Supporting Native Pollinators
Monday, January 30
5 a.m. Yoga
6 a.m. Hands In the Kitchen - Plant-

based Proteins
7 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
8 a.m. School Board Meetings 
4 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
5 p.m. Gardening in Vermont
6 p.m. Slow Living - Sandra Steingarner
8 p.m. State Board of Education
Tuesday, January 31
6:30 a.m. School Board Meetings
12 p.m. The Story Matters
1 p.m. All Things LGBTQ 
2 p.m. African Women’s Traditional 

Building Processes
3 p.m. Hands in the Kitchen
4 p.m. Green Peak Alliance - Social 

Anxiety & Depression
4:45 p.m. Current Topics in Science
6 p.m. Slow Living - Tom Newmark

8 p.m. State Board of Education
Wednesday, February 1
5 a.m. Slow Living - Charles Eisenstein
6:30 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
7:30 a.m. Slow Living - Tom Newmark
9:05 a.m. Slow Living - Sandra Steingarner
10:37 a.m. Slow Living - Francis Moore 

Lappe 
12 p.m. Hands in the Kitchen
12:53 p.m. Vegan Mushroom Wellington 

& Traditional Korean Fermented 
Condiments

2:25 p.m. First Wednesdays - The History 
of Cosplay

3:30 p.m. Here We Are - Ken Burns, Of 
the Northshire - The Lampshade Lady

4:30 p.m. African Women Building
5:30 p.m. School Board Meetings 
Thursday, February 2
5 a.m. Yoga
6 a.m. Slow Living - Francis Moore 

Lappe 
7:21 a.m. Slow Living - Tom Newmark
9 a.m. School Board Meetings
4:30 p.m. Kid’s Yoga
5 p.m. All Things LGTQ
6 p.m. Slow Living - Charles Eisenstein
7:18 p.m. Slow Living - Tom Newmark
8:53 p.m. Slow Living - Sandra 

Steingarner
10:24 p.m. Slow Living - Francis Moore 
Lappe 
11:45p.m. At the Ilsley
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TUESDAY, JAN. 31
“A PEOPLE’S SAFARI TO AMAZING KRUGER” 

SLIDESHOW IN LINCOLN. Tuesday, Jan. 31, 5 p.m., 
Lincoln Library, River Rd. In an encore presentation, 
Lincoln residents Lucinda and Dale Cockrell recently 
spent 34 days on a self-guided photo safari in South 
Africa’s Kruger National Park. They’ll share some of 
their extraordinary photographs, and also provide 
details on how one can enjoy a “trip of a lifetime” safari 
on an ordinary-person budget. Seating size is limited, 
so please sign up at the library.

ROKEBY VIRTUAL WINTER BOOK DISCUSSION 

GROUP. Tuesday, Jan. 31, 6 p.m., Zoom. The fi rst book 
in Rokeby’s winter reading series is “Teaching White 
Supremacy: America’s Democratic Ordeal and the 
Forging of Our National Identity,” by Donald Yacovone. 
Join the discussion. Free. Registration and Zoom link 
at rokeby.org/2023-winter-book-discussion-group-
registration.

SPENCER PRIZE IN ORATORY 2023 GRAND 

CHAMPIONSHIP IN MIDDLEBURY. Tuesday, Jan. 
31, 7:30 p.m., Robison Hall, Mahaney Arts Center, 
72 Porter Field Rd. In honor of the late Professor 
Emeritus and former trustee John Spencer, Oratory 
Now presents the sixth annual speech competition 
for fi rst-year students. Qualifying rounds culminate in 
this championship event featuring the 2023 fi nalists. 
Details are at oratorynow.org/spencer. Free. Open to 
the public.

SATURDAY, FEB. 4
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB SNOWSHOE IN RIPTON. 

Saturday, Feb 4, *RESCHEDULED FROM JAN. 14* 
Widow’s Clearing to Brooks Road, Goshen Rd. Hike or 
snowshoe three miles on trails from Widow’s Clearing 
on Goshen Road eastward to Brooks Road. Requires 
car spot. Bring a snack or lunch, water and dress to the 
weather in thermal layers (avoid cotton). Ankle gaiters 
and hiking poles recommended. Be prepared for ice 
and snow. Contact Ruth Penfi eld at 802-458-1116 or 
ruthpenfi eld@gmail.com for details including start 
time. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

SUNDAY, FEB. 5
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB SNOWSHOE AND 

POTLUCK IN BRIDPORT. Sunday, Feb. 5, 10 a.m., 595 
Forrest Rd. Snowshoe about two hours and then join 
a potluck lunch at Deb’s house. Bring masks along. 
Grippers alternative if no snow. Meeting at Quonset 
hut. Contact Deb Lewis at dlewis@bredeson.com for 
information or to register. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

“TED K” ON SCREEN IN MIDDLEBURY. Sunday, Feb. 
5, 2 p.m., Town Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. In this 
MNFF Selects fi lm, Ted Kaczynski lives a life of almost 
complete seclusion in a simple wooden cabin in the 
mountains of Montana. But then this former university 
professor, who despises modern society and its faith 
in technology, becomes radicalized. What begins 
with local acts of sabotage, ends with deadly bomb 
attacks. To the outside world, Ted K becomes known 

as the Unabomber. Director Tony Stone will attend and 
participate in a Q&A session following the screening, 
moderated by MNFF Artistic Director Jay Craven. 
Tickets $14 advance/$16 at the door. More info at 
middfi lmfest.org/selects-2022-23.

TUESDAY, FEB. 7
BOOK TALK AND SLIDESHOW IN MIDDLEBURY. 

Tuesday, Feb. 7, 7 p.m., Ilsley Public Library, 75 Main 
St. author Giovanna “Jo Brunini” Congdon will give a 
talk, “Bagpipes, Books, and Belonging: the writing of 
Never a Cloud.” “Never a Cloud’ charts the course of 
three women — Violet, Ava and Margot — who fi nd 
their way to a new understanding of home and family 
at Otyrburn, an estate in rural Scotland. Come a few 
minutes early to hear bagpiper Ben Montross fi ll the 
library grounds with the distinctive sounds of Scotland.

FRIDAY, FEB. 10
LIVE! WITH KATIE RUNDE IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, 
Feb. 10., 5:30-7 p.m., Edgewater Gallery on the Green, 
6 Merchants Row. Join us at Edgewater Gallery on the 
Green to view Katie Runde’s portraits, hear her discuss 
the body of work and enjoy live music featuring 
Runde.

SATURDAY, FEB. 11
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB CROSS-COUNTRY SKI AND 

EXPLORE IN RIPTON. Saturday, Feb. 11, Ripton Trails. 
SEE CALENDAR ON PAGE 15
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Send a special message 
to your Valentine through 
the Addison Independent. 

Messages will be published 
on Thursday, February 9. 

It’s free!

Email: advertising@addisonindependent.com 
Online: addisonindependent.com/reader-submissions

Mail: 58 Maple Street in the Marble Works in Middlebury

Thursday, Feb. 2
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Four extraordinary artists of the Chamber 
Music Society of Lincoln Center will perform 
a live concert of Magical Schubert at the 
Mahaney Arts Center at Middlebury College on 
Friday, Jan. 27. The Middlebury Performing Arts 
Series enjoys a long history with the CMSLC, 
having presented dozens of their virtual 
concerts for free during the height of the 
pandemic. Thousands of audience members 
tuned in from 48 states and eight countries to 
enjoy the extraordinary artistry of these world-
class ensembles. Now that live performances 
are back, Performing Arts Series Director 
Allison Coyne Carroll jumped at the chance 
to bring them to Robison Hall to perform in 
person. The concert will also be streamed for 
those who can’t make it to the MAC.

This “Magical Schubert” program celebrates 
the composer’s genius with three of his most 
significant chamber works — the lighthearted 
Fantasy for Violin and Piano in C Major; his 
splendid Piano Trio in B-flat Major, No. 1; and his 
greatest piano duet, the Fantasy in F Minor — 
all performed by an all-star line-up including 
violinist Benjamin Beilman, cellist David 
Requiro, and pianists Alessio Bax and Gloria 
Chien. All four musicians are alumni of the 
Chamber Music Society’s prestigious Bowers 
program.

ABOUT THE ARTISTS
Pianist Alessio Bax catapulted to prominence 
with First Prize wins at both the Leeds and 
Hamamatsu International Piano Competitions. 
He has appeared with more than 150 
orchestras, including the London, Royal, and 
St. Petersburg Philharmonic Orchestras, the 
Boston, Dallas, and Sydney Symphonies, and 
the NHK Symphony in Japan. Bax released 
his 11th Signum Classics album, Italian 
Inspirations, whose program was also the 
vehicle for his solo recital debut at New 
York’s 92nd Street Y as well as on tour. At age 
14, Bax graduated with top honors from the 
conservatory of Bari, his hometown in Italy, 
and after further studies in Europe, he moved 
to the US in 1994. A Steinway artist, he lives in 
New York City with pianist Lucille Chung and 
their daughter, Mila. He is on the faculty at the 
New England Conservatory.

Taiwanese-born pianist Gloria Chien has a 
diverse musical life as a noted performer, 
concert presenter, and educator, and was 
selected by the Boston Globe as one of its 
Superior Pianists of the year. Chien made 
her orchestral debut at the age of 16 with 
the Boston Symphony Orchestra. In recent 
seasons she has performed as a recitalist 
and chamber musician at Alice Tully 

Hall, the Phillips Collection, and at other 
significant venues and festivals throughout 
the US, Germany, and Taiwan. In 2009 Chien 
launched String Theory, a chamber music 
series in Chattanooga, that has become 
one of Tennessee’s premier classical music 
presenters. The following year she was 
appointed Director of the Chamber Music 
Institute at the Music@Menlo festival, a post 
she held for a decade. In 2017, she joined her 
husband, violinist Soovin Kim, as Co-Artistic 
Director of the Lake Champlain Chamber 
Music Festival in Burlington, Vermont. Chien 
received her bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral 
degrees from the New England Conservatory 
of Music. She is an artist-in-residence at 
Lee University in Cleveland, Tenn., and is a 
Steinway Artist.

Violinist Benjamin Beilman has won praise 
both for his passionate performances and 
deep, rich tone which the Washington Post
called “mightily impressive,” and the New York 
Times described as “muscular with a glint 
of violence.” Highlights of recent seasons 
include a debut with the Budapest Festival 
Orchestra, return engagements with the 
Philadelphia Orchestra, and his return to the 
London Chamber Orchestra. Beilman has 
performed with renowned orchestras in the 
US and around the world, and, in recital and 
chamber music, performs regularly at major 
halls including Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center, 
Concertgebouw Amsterdam, and many more. 
In 2018 he premiered a new work dedicated 
to the political activist Angela Davis written by 
Frederic Rzewski. Beilman studied at the Music 
Institute of Chicago, the Curtis Institute, and 
at the Kronberg Academy, and has received 
many prestigious accolades including a 
Borletti-Buitoni Trust Fellowship, an Avery 
Fisher Career Grant, and a London Music 
Masters Award. Beilman plays the “Engleman” 
Stradivarius from 1709 generously on loan 
from the Nippon Music Foundation.

Cellist David Requiro was First Prize 
winner of the 2008 Naumburg International 
Violoncello Competition and is recognized 
as one of today’s finest American cellists. 
After winning First Prize in both the 
Washington International and Irving M. 
Klein International String Competitions, he 
captured a top prize at the Gaspar Cassadó 
International Violoncello Competition in 
Hachioji, Japan, coupled with the prize for 
the best performances of works by Cassadó. 
He has appeared as soloist with the Tokyo 
Philharmonic, National Symphony Orchestra, 
and numerous orchestras across North 
America. Requiro has performed recitals at 
Carnegie Hall, at San Francisco Performances 
at the Herbst Theatre, and, soon after making 

Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center 
performs live in Middlebury on Friday, Jan. 27

MUSIC
U P C O M I N G

The Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center visits the Mahaney Arts Center on Friday, Jan. 27, at 7 p.m., to play a 
concert of “Magical Schubert,” live and streaming. SEE MUSIC ON PAGE 14
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By Tierney Provoncha
     According to bristolskatepark.com, the 
Hub “is a teen center serving youth from 
ages 12 to 19 with the mission of provid-
ing a safe, supervised, substance-free envi-
ronment when school is not in session.”
       Junior Essence Calderon Melendez 
�rst went to the Hub because “it looked 
very welcoming from the outside with 
their gra�ti, and I heard from other 
people it was a great hangout spot.” She 
also uses the skatepark, adding, “Some-

HUB SUPPORTS KIDS IN MT. ABE’S FIVE-TOWN COMMUNITY

Provoncha shows her skills at the Hub’s skatepark

(See MERGE, Page 2)

times I scooter there. �e hub o�ers di�er-
ent skateboards and scooters you can use 
if you don’t have your own, which I think 
is very helpful to kids who would like to 
learn.” She also goes there with her friends 
and they “get food and play around with 
the guitars and piano in there.”
       Freshman Wesley Husk started going 
to the Hub because he “saw people going 
into the Hub and it looked cool because it 
was all these skateboarders who used to go 
there, so when I got older, I decided to go 

in and check it out.” He 
also uses the skatepark, 
and said, “I go scooting 
and skateboarding with 
a bunch of my friends 
when it’s nice out after 
school.” He also goes to 
the skatepark with his 
friends in the summer-
time and “we all skate 
together and when we 
get tired or it gets cold, 
we hang out inside and 
play ping pong.”
       Safety & Wellness 
Coordinator Ryan Cor-

nellier talked about how the Hub supports 
kids in our community. He explained, 
“�e Hub is a great place. A lot of kids 
go there for many di�erent enrichments. 
�ey provide pizza on Wednesdays, so 
it’s a warm place that provides food. �ey 
o�er group video games, with a couple of 
couches, so it’s a place to chill. Whether 
you’re washing dishes or learning how to 
do laundry, they also o�er lifeskill ac-
tivities, taught by caring adults who are 
engaged with kids and building positive 
relationships.”
       Both students liked the people that 
work there. Husk explained, “I like Taylor. 
She has worked there for a long time now 
and the new people seem really nice, too. 
If you ever have questions or need help 
�nding something, they are always there 
to help.” Calderon Melendez appreciates 
“how hard they try to make kids feel com-
fortable there by having video games and 
comfy couches to lay on, and also mak-
ing sure the bathroom always has hygiene 
products...just making it a spot where 
teens want to go and hang out.” 
       Cornellier also visits the Hub fre-
quently. “It’s connected to our school 

By Connor Meacham
       Sustainable Agriculture 
is a great class at Hannaford 
Career Center, especially if you 
enjoy working with animals, 
but there are a few things that 
could be improved in this class. 
I took Mechanical Science last 
year and I enjoyed it because I 
love working on engines, but I 
switched to Ag this year. 
       Sustainable Ag would be 
even better if it combined the 

skills learned in Automotive, 
Diesel, Natural Resources, 
and Sustainable Ag. If Sus-
tainable Ag students learned 
how to do auto work, work 
on diesel engines, and make 
better use of natural resourc-
es, they would learn how to 
run a truly sustainable farm. 
�is class would not only set 
up students to have a good 
chance at becoming a farmer, 
but also having a successful 

farm. As someone who knows a couple 
farmers and who had grandparents who 
owned farms, I've seen and heard about 
the ag lifestyle and it takes many di�erent 
skills to run a successful farm. 
       Farmers have to know a lot about 
biology, math, history, metal fabrication, 
auto, diesel, and �nancing just to have 
a chance at not being in debt. Accord-
ing to American Agriculturist at www.
farmprogress.com, the average farm was 

MERGE OTHER HCC CLASSES INTO SUSTAINABLE AG

(See Teachers, Page 8)

TEACHER FEATURE: CURRENT AND FUTURE

back to their commu-
nity in positive ways. 
“I am a �rm believer, 
you’re gonna get out 
what you put into it.” 
she states. She believes 
becoming a teacher 
is very important in 
that we are shaping 
the lives of students 
through in�uential 
behavior. 

By Lexi Gordon
       Toria Lajoie has 
been teaching middle 
and high school Health 
and Wellness for two 
years, and loves her 
job. She believes that 
education is important, 
because it is meant to 
empower as well as 
inspire students. She is a �rm believer that 
Mt. Abe students will grow up to be great 
community members because they will 
go out into their community and live up 
to their full potential. When asked what 
path she took to get here, she said, “I have 
a passion for wellness and body, my back-

ground is in sports medicine, and honestly 
when I was changing career paths, there 
was a need for health teachers.” She has 
full faith in the students and faculty in the 
building, in that they will continue to give 

       Gracie Butler and Katy Bauer are 
interning in the English department this 
year as part of UVM’s Master’s program. 
Butler is working with Vicki Bronson and 
Bauer is paired with Colleen Kiley.
       Butler is getting her Masters in 
Secondary Education and chose to go into 

HEALTH TEACHER HOPES TO EMPOWER AND INSPIRE

UVM INTERNS LEARN BY PRACTICE, OBSERVATION
By Fallon Bataille and Connor Meacham

education because of inspiration from 
former teachers in high school. “I’ve 
always been an English person,” ex-
plained Butler. She wants to be able to 
make meaningful connections with her 
students. Butler believes that education 
is important for “long term skill build-
ing and the development of life skills.” 
She particularly emphasized that school 
should be a safe space for students.           
       Bauer explained what she does 
as a UVM intern, saying, “I’m in 

school to learn to 
be a teacher, so I’m 
partnering with a 
teacher who’s already 
here, and working in 
their classroom and 
learning how to be a 
teacher by observing 
and practicing.” She 
chose to go into edu-
cation because “I had some teachers when 
I went to high school who were really 
important and they helped me a lot with 
school and life, and I was inspired by that. 
I’m going to be teaching English and that’s 
an area that I really enjoy because I like 
reading and helping people �nd books that 
they like to read.” Bauer explained that the 

(See Hub, Page 8)

Check out more Art & Poetry on page 5

       By Eliza Preston ‘23

parking lot and as an employee and having 
the connections with kids that I do, I �nd 
myself stopping there just to connect with 
Taylor the director and make sure we’re on 
the same page and to visit with students I 
may not get to see during the school day.”
       Cornellier and both students think 
more kids should check out the Hub. “It’s 
important to know what they’re provid-
ing,” Cornellier explained, “whether they 
bring the Department of Health in to talk 
about safe sex or safe partners, or they 
bring a counselor in to talk about drug 
and alcohol use and the e�ects on young 
students, there’s a lot to o�er for many 
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        VOICES

By Essence Calderon Melendez
       Mt. Abe has changed over the years 
and although the new construction 
seemed to be exciting and great, it came 
with the same old problems. Systems have 
been changing and evolving for thousands 
of years, yet somehow are still the same. 
       Mt. Abe is a system built on the 
HEART of each student and sta� member.  
We go by the basic concepts of Honesty, 
Engaging in activities, being Appropriate, 
Responsible, and Timely through school. 
Students and sta� members act on of these 
society-based norms, and set these unreal-
istic expectations, knowing not all students 
can reach the same expectations. We all 
know some students that have a harder 
time in school than others, those kids who 
are always in trouble, yet somehow still 
have good grades, right? We know them, 
often too well. �e systems at Mt. Abe are 
used to �nd these kids and discipline them 
in the “right” ways, but the question still 
stands, how do we know that one “right 
way'' works for all students?
       Mt. Abe is full of bright and opin-
ionated kids. Some of them just haven't 
found a way to express themselves in a “re-
spectful” way. Many teachers and students 
were taught not to be bystanders, but in 

the system we have, in order 
to be an upstander, there's a 
chance you will not be fol-
lowing HEART. All over Mt. 
Abe, we do things to encour-
age HEART, like the purple 
tickets in the high school or 
coin collecting in the middle 
school. When starting this, it 
was supposed to be a beacon 
of what Mt. Abe should look 
like. Many were taught that 
being honest and open with  
each other was a form of re-
spect. Yet many students still feel unheard, 
not only by their peers, but the adults that 
are there to support them. 
       No school is perfect. No matter how 
hard the student body tries, or what facade 
we put up, not even Mt. Abe could be. We 
have many systems in place that work well 
within our school, like hall and bathroom 
passes. On the other hand, there’s a deten-
tion and behavior system. As a student in 
Mt. Abe, I strongly disagree with the way 
certain situations at Mt. Abe have been 
handled. Some students have more or less 
access than others. Much like how some 
have the ability to play sports, some may 
not have the money or time to do so. Yet 

we don’t take every aspect of 
a student’s life into account. 
Often kids have outbursts 
or act out at school because 
they have deeper issues go-
ing on at home. When they 
come to school, they feel as 
though they have to suppress 
all of their feelings, and hold 
them within the walls of 
their own skin. �e fear of 
expressing their feelings in 
the wrong way keeps them 
quiet. Many kids haven’t 

HEART SETS UNREALISTIC EXPECTATIONS FOR STUDENTS

found an outlet that lets them positively 
share their feelings, so it tends to come out 
in negative ways. When teachers and sta� 
members are confronted with these out-
bursts they see it as disrespect, not a child 
who’s going through something deeper 
than they can handle. 
       Junior Lexi Gordon said, “Sometimes, 
if I have something really heavy on my 
mind, then I have a tendency to just not 
talk to anyone. I will often shut down and 
seem like I'm in a bad mood. I personally 
see a counselor in the guidance o�ce and I 
very much depend on that adult. All in all, 
I think we have a great community at Mt. 

       Chez moi, on fait de la nourriture 
spéciale pour l’automne. Ma famille pré-
pare un dessert très spécial pour la journée 
des personnes mortes qui s'appelle con-
serva. C’est un dessert de citrouille, on met 
de sucre, poivre noir, canelle et panelle. 

“People on Phones” By Judah Jackson ‘24

$1.3 million in debt in 2017. Hannaford  
Career Center o�ers many di�erent classes 
to learn various skills, but agriculture 
demands more than one skill in itself, so 
the Ag program o�ers just a small part of 
skills that agriculture as a career requires. 
�e other classes teach a lot more about 
skills that are needed in Sustainable Ag. 
For example, last year in mechanical sci-
ence, we worked on small engines. Farmers 
need to know how to do this because for 
the most part, farmers work on their own 
equipment. Diesel and auto skills also need 
to be added, because most of the tractors 
are diesel, and farmers need to be able to 
�x them because a mechanic bill is too ex-
pensive, and it would save time and fuel if 
the farmer could �x their own equipment 
themselves.  
       �e Natural Resources class teaches 
students how to use various natural re-
sources, like knowing if your soil is good. 
A lot of farmers make maple syrup in 
the spring, and this is taught in Natural 
Resources, not Sustainable Ag. If the class 
is called Sustainable Agriculture, then the 
class should teach future generations how 
to be sustainable, which means using the 
products you have to keep your business 
pro�table. Adding seasonal pro�ts like 
sugaring to your farming could help make 
your farm successful. Dairy farmers could 
even make and sell their own maple milk 
and add to their pro�ts.  
         Hannaford Career Center should 
o�er a full day course for Sustainable Ag 
that incorporates skills from the four main 
tech classes and puts them into one full 
day class. Adding skills learned in Auto, 
Diesel, and Natural Resources to Sustain-
able Agriculture would make a class that 
teaches students all the things they need 
to know to be successful in the agriculture 
world today.

Et puis on fait bouillir 
pendant trois heures ou 
jusqu'à ce qu' il se cuise.  
Nous mangeons de la 
conserva parce c'est une 
tradition dans mon pays. 
Nous le préparons juste 
pour l’automne, spéci-
�quement le premier 
novembre. C’est une tra-
dition de le préparer avec 
toute la famille le matin 
le premier novembre et 
de le manger le deux no-
vembre pour le dîner. Ma 
famille aime beaucoup 
cuisiner de la nourriture 
traditionnelle, mais 

DEAR PAST, PRESENT,  
   AND FUTURE ME:
By Fallon Bataille
       Becoming a teen is one of the main 
things that will be looked back on in any 
individual's life. I already know that I’ll 
have a lot to look back on. Coming from 
a 16-year-old me, and the spot that I’m in 
now, I have a letter to any of the younger 
readers out there seeking advice as well as 
to my past, present and future self. 
       Dear Past Self: Hi. It’s not your 
fault. It’s not your fault that you over-
think everything. It’s not your fault that 
you let people take advantage of you and 
your kindness. Don’t worry, that’ll start 
to change soon. You are going to have to 
experience some things that will cause that 
change. If I had one thing in particular to 
say, it would be: Do not cover up the way 
that someone treats you for their bene�t. 
Yes, that someone. �e someone that 
you are convinced is a great and amazing 
person. �e person that you create a ver-
sion of in your head. If you have to force 
yourself to believe that they are a good 
person, there’s a problem. I know that it’s 
hard to accept. But that person that you’re 
thinking of, and have been thinking about 
this entire time while you were reading, is 
toxic. �at one person who lied about not 
being able to text you, so you wrote them 
letters over break. It hurts to accept it, but 
the quicker you realize that they are a lying 
manipulator, the less drama you will have 
to deal with in the future. �is goes for 
any friendship or relationship that you feel 
like checks these boxes. As for relation-
ships, don’t take them too seriously. You’re 
not going to marry the person that you 
rushed into a relationship with at 14. No 
matter what they say. Never trust someone 
that says that they want to get married at 
such a young age. 
       Dear Present Self: Hey! Wow. You re-
ally have been going through it lately, huh? 
You have grown so much. �ink about the 
person you were 6 months ago, and now 
think about the person you are today. You 
still have a lot to learn. If there’s nothing 
you can do to change the past, instead of 
fretting about it, move on and learn from 
it. And for the rest of your life, use our 
number one rule: If you wouldn’t say it 
to their face, don’t say it at all. �is is a 
big one. Lately, all anyone ever does is use 
other people as a shade for their cowardli-
ness. If you have something to say, either 
say it to someone’s face, or don’t say it at 
all. And the biggest rule of all: consider 
someone else’s side of the story, amd take 
their experiences into account. You never 
know what kind of day someone is having. 
�at doesn’t mean you can’t stand up for 
yourself. Never be scared to have a voice. 
       Dear Future Self: How are we? Did 
we succeed? Did we live by the rules we 
wanted to live by? So many questions. I 
just wish that we make sure we’re happy 
before taking care of others. I hope we 
grew into the person we always wanted 
to be, not the one we felt we had to be to 
�t other people’s lives. As long as we grew 
into a happy and healthy person, we’re all 
set. 

      (Continued from Page 1)

MERGE

L’AUTOMNE DANS MA CUISINE
Par Babette  (Briggette Giron ‘23)

j’aime beaucoup 
le manger. 
       Aussi, nous 
cuisinons la �ambre pour la journée des 
personnes mortes. c'est un peu di�cile de 
préparer, la personne qui cuisine devrait 

être très précise avec les 
ingrédients.  Je n’ai pas 
déjà le préparer parce 
qu'il y a beaucoup de 
saucissons et je suis vé-
gétarienne mais j’aime 
beaucoup la version vé-
gétarienne de sa nourri-
ture. Il y a beaucoup de 
végétariens et beaucoup 
de betteraves donc c’est 
une salade rouge. Il y a 
beaucoup de fromage 
de toutes  sortes aussi. 
Nous le cuisinons deux 
jours avant de le man-
ger parce que le sabor 
est meilleur. 

(See HEART, Page 5)
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  MIDDLE SCHOOL

Special thanks to Nan Guilmette, Emiko Chrusciel, Heather 
Gevry and Cathy Turner for encouraging middle school 

writers and artists to share their amazing work!

�ings About Life
By Juliana Murphy ‘28
       From birth to now, I think about all the things that have happened to me. A wise 
person always told me to never lose hope even when things look completely black and 
gray like one of those old-fashioned movies. I have always been a strong independent 
person, with lots of people in my life and lots of love. Even when people decide to push 
me down and make me feel like nothing, someone always saw me as something, some-
thing more than a nothing but a person. A good quote I like to remember is, “Keep 
smiling, because life is a beautiful thing and there’s so much to smile about”.  

Chocolate Drink or Bar, Which Came First?
By Eh Kaw Ku ‘28
       According to study.com, the history of the cacao plant goes back further than you 
can imagine. In fact, it dates back to 1900 B.C. It was served by Mayan kings and elite 
warriors as a beverage. By 1528, chocolate made its way back to Europe. It was mainly 
known as a beverage. In the 1700s, it became popular around the world. In 1842, a 
company in England produced the �rst chocolate bar. �ere are now over 200 compa-
nies as a result. Why not enjoy some local chocolate as a treat?

By Bowen Lutz ‘27

By Bennett Eberhardy ‘27

By Juliana Murphy ‘28

By Mabini Bangoura, Nora Hurlburt & Adrianna Earle

By Wren Allred ‘27

By Chace Clark ‘28

By Kassi Garrow ‘27

By Angus Whitney ‘28

By Reese Kihm ‘27

By Truman Sawyer ‘27

By Bella Osborne ‘27

Windows & Mirrors: Team Odyssey students read about individuals that come from di�erent 
cultures, situations or families than they are from and then created artwork in a window or a mirror. 
A window symbolizes a new perspective the student gained by reading about a character whose life is 
very di�erent, whereas a mirror re�ects a perspective that the student shares with a character.
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By Fallon Bataille
       Net�ix had the con�-
dence to create a spin-o� 
series based on the iconic 
Scream movie series. �ey 
incorporated the “�nal girl” 
plot by making Emma Du-
val their wannabe Sydney. 
       Anyone who has seen 
the original Scream movie 
series knows the rules of 
scary movies. If you have no 
idea what I’m talking about, there are four 
major rules: 1. Never say you’ll be right 
back, because you probably won’t be. 2. 
Never drink or do drugs. 3. Stay a virgin, 
and 4. �e killer is almost always the love 
interest. 
       In the original Scream movies, all of 
these rules are emphasized. �e original 
killers in the �rst movie include Sydney’s 
boyfriend, and his best friend, who was 
merely stupid enough to help him. �is 
plot is followed in its own way in the Netf-
lix Scream series. 
       Of course, the setting is a dreary town 
with a dark past, pretty much a knock-o� 
of the original. “Lakewood” had a history 
of dreadful stabbings all because of a girl. 

Some of these girls need to get bet-
ter taste in men, or they should at 
least stop trusting these absolutely 
perfect seeming men. �ey are 
NEVER perfect and almost always 
end up being serial killers! Said girl 
ends up having a child that also 
ends up being a girl. Blah, blah, 
blah, the killer wants to get back at 
the mother,  so he ends up leading 
the daughter to believe that he 
loved her and ends up killing all of 

her friends. Pretty dark, right?
        But of course, this wouldn’t be a 
Scream �lm without the iconic phone calls. 
�e girl is home alone and gets a phone 
call asking about her favorite scary movie. 
�en bam! She’s dead. In this case, the per-
son that gets the phone call is a backstab-
bing, horrible, narcissistic, popular girl. 
What a surprise! �en the main girl �nds 
out about the death on the news, it’s a 
tragedy to the town and now the main girl 
(Emma) gets a phone call from the killer. 
It goes on and on and on until well, most 
of the townspeople are dead.
        Now that we’ve gone over the premise 
of the Scream series, let's evaluate some 
of the characters. For starters, the woman 

who started it all and just had to fall in 
love with someone, then break their heart, 
only for that someone to look for revenge 
when her daughter is a teenager, then kills 
her friends. �at wonderful woman is 
Emma's mother, Maggie Duval, played by 
Tracy Middendorf. She just had to go and 
fall in love with the man who would leave 
a legacy in this town of stabbing people. 
Ah yes, let’s go for the misunderstood kid 
who became possessive and extremely 
overprotective of people putting Maggie 
in harm's way. Emma Duval, Maggie's 
daughter, is played by Willa Fitzgerald, 
who may have been a slight wannabe for 
this show, but she does deserve credit. Her 
performance showed emotion, although 
sometimes over-dramatic, she still handled 
the part well. Although she wasn’t a per-
sonal favorite, Brooke Maddox (played by 
Carlson Young) was. She had an attitude 
and was slightly self-absorbed, yet showed 
extreme character evolution throughout 
the series, not to mention her looks. 
Spoiler alert: she’s probably the smartest 
one out of the whole series. 
       What probably made the show most 
interesting was the Brandon James mask, 
rather than the Ghostface mask used in all 

of the iconic Scream movies. I’m not sure 
why they got rid of the iconic mask, but 
the Brandon James mask told more of a 
story than the Ghostface mask. 
        Now, to �nish up with the trainwreck 
of this series, the third and �nal season. 
�is season completely changed the 
characters, and the plot, and the Brandon 
James mask is gone. Yeah, they started 
using the Ghostface mask. Again. �e 
fact that the end of the second season is 
a cli�hanger is probably what ruined the 
whole series for me personally. �e �rst 
two seasons will always hold some kind of 
weird special place in my heart, although 
nothing close to the originals.
       Overall, Scream: �e Series  had strong 
actors, no matter how over-dramatic their 
characters were. �e plot was good for 
the �rst two seasons and there was a lot of 
emotion added to cause almost a roller-
coaster e�ect. As they say, nothing is as 
good as the original. 

By Lexi Gordon
       If you’ve heard anything 
about Disney’s new animated 
movie, Strange World, you know 
it more than meets society’s 
expectations of inclusion. 
       �e overarching theme in 
Strange World is that you really 
need to understand the world 
in order to be able to save it. 
In the beginning of the movie, 
when Searcher is on an expedition with 
his father, he discovers a plant that has 
an electrical surge and brings it home. 
�e plant saves Avalonia and Searcher is 
given the title “Father of Pando” (after the 
plant which they named Pando) by some 
Avalonian residents. Pando is beginning 
to slowly die on the surface, so Searcher 
rejoins the expedition group to dive down 
to �nd the heart of the problem to save 
the people. On the way, Meridian sud-

denly comes �ying in with 
her plane and frantically yells 
that Ethan is aboard the ship 
with the crew, when he was 
supposed to stay out home 
and out of harm’s way. It is 
then that they were am-
bushed with extraordinary 
creatures that none of them 
recognize. �e family ends 
up together on the expedi-

tion and they soon discover that they have 
been living on the back of a giant turtle 
their entire lives without any clue. It is 
only then, when they truly understood 
“the world,” that they were able to save it. 
       Next, let’s talk about how amazingly 
inclusive this �lm is. �e main character 
Ethan Clade, is racially mixed. Ethan’s 
mother, Meridian Clade, is a woman of 
color. Searcher Clade, Ethan’s father, is 
Caucasian. Not only is this movie racially 

DISNEY’S NEW MOVIE STRANGE WORLD-- IS IT REALLY SO STRANGE?
diverse, it is also inclusive of people of 
di�erent abilities. For example, the Clade’s 
family dog, Legend, has three legs instead 
of four. �is movie is incredibly creative, 
from the amazing minds of the Walt 
Disney creators, written and co-directed by 
Qui Nguyen and produced by Ron Conli. 
All of the characters in Strange World have 
their own individual personalities, and all 
are funny in their own way, but overall, 
this movie has the gratifying power to 
make you laugh and cry within the same 
scene. 
       �is �lm may not be a good �t for 
you if you have a sensitivity to family 
issues or sexuality. Searcher �nds a plant 
that he sees a great deal of potential in for 
Avalonia. He makes an attempt to tell his 
father that he may have found the key to 
Avalonia’s success, but Jaeger refuses to 
listen. Jaeger abandons him on an expedi-
tion to “ful�ll his legacy.” �e argument 

between Searcher and his father is about 
so much more than the expedition. �is 
scene is a metaphor for the relationship 
between Jaeger and Searcher. Yet another 
controversial topic that is deeply incor-
porated into this movie is that Ethan is 
homosexual. His family is fully aware and 
accepting of Ethan’s sexual orientation. 
Even Jaeger is fully welcoming of this idea. 
However, some people have issues with 
this idea, while others do not. It is up to 
the viewer to decide. If you have personal 
disagreements with the topic of sexuality, 
then this �lm may not be the one for you.
       Strange World  is rated PG and avail-
able in theaters as well as Disney+, Google 
Play Movies, Redbox, Amazon Prime 
Video, YouTube, Apple TV, and VuDu. 
If you like movies that are inclusive, have 
themes that re�ect modern issues, and are 
hilarious, Strange World is a must see!

DEFENDING A BANNED BOOK
By Natalie Adams
       Charlie is a high school student try-
ing to live his life, but also running away 
from it. �e book consists of the letters 
he writes to an unknown person about 
his struggles, triumphs, and everything in 
between. �e Perks of Being a Wall�ower 
is a coming-of-age story all about family, 
friends, and �e Rocky Horror Picture Show. 
�e book has been challenged or banned 
17 times since 2002. Most challenges or 
bans are on the grounds of homosexuality, 
date rape, masturbation, and the glori�ca-
tion of drugs and alcohol. It was removed 
from classes in Portage (IL) High School 
for sexual behavior, the use of drugs, and 
homosexuality.
       �e Perks of Being a Wall�ower should 
still be read because it is a perfect example 
of the many real struggles that teens face. 
�e author has said that it is a guide for 
people who have been through something 
terrible. It is meant to give hope and 
support to those who need it. It would be 
wrong to take away a book because it talks 
about di�cult topics and addresses them 
in a way that is meant to help people. 

By Essence Calderon Melendez
       �e 2022 �lm Wednesday, starring 
Jenna Ortega, hit Net�ix fast and hard.  
Many teens all over the world spent days, 
even weeks, binge-watching for more 
excitement, each watcher being pulled in 
over their heads, and reaching for more.
       At the start of the renowned series, 
Wednesday Addams is portrayed as a 
troublesome girl who can't seem to �t in 
with others. �at is until Wednesday is 
introduced to Nevermore Academy, where 
it’s promised she’ll will �nd children like 
her. Wednesday struggles to make friends, 
or even �nd someone she can trust. Often 
while watching the series, I found myself 
and many other teens relating to Wednes-
day in many unexpected ways. 
       Jenna Ortega, actor, singer, and star of 
Wednesday, was a spectacular addition to 
the show all around. Many say she gave life 
to a show with so much meaning. For ex-

ample, her simple dance brought 
thousands of people joy, even 
inspiring them to do the same. 
Speaking of excitement, Ortega 
grew over 10 million new Insta-
gram followers, mainly for her 
wonderful acting on Wednesday.
       Wednesday Addams often 
mentions how she doesn’t like 
her brother Pugsley, although 
she is regularly found trying to protect 
him throughout the story. When Pugsly 
is made fun of, Wednesday retaliated by 
putting �esh-eating �sh in the pool with 
the boys who harmed him. When Wednes-
day �rst left home to go to Nevermore, she 
was expecting to hate it and escape, like 
she had done many times before, but due 
to unexpected challenges and new bonds, 
she was stopped almost dead in her tracks. 
Nevermore isn’t just a normal school, it’s 
“made” for people like Wednesday or the 

WEDNESDAY HAS THE WORLD UNDER HER OWN MYSTERIOUS SPELL
mis�ts. 
       �ough this story has a 
great plot, it tends to be confus-
ing due to the fact that some-
thing is always going on. When 
Wednesday �nds out about 
Hyde, her truth begins to wither 
even within her closest friends. 
�is part of the series threw me 
and other viewers o� because she 

had just begun to build stronger connec-
tions with people. As an example, her new 
found bond with the werewolf Eden, or 
even her multiple love interests she claims 
not to have. It also made me lose hope that 
she would ever be able to �nd those con-
nections again. 
       Overall, this is a great, original Net�ix 
series to sit at home and binge watch with 
your family. If mystery, magic, and fright 
bring you joy, try watching the new 2022 
Wednesday �lm. Enjoy. 
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By Lexi Gordon
       A recent survey was sent out to all 
members of Mt. Abe, and it drew 45 re-
sponses, 18 of which were from students, 
and 27 were from faculty and sta�.
       �e �rst question asked for a de�ni-
tion of self care in their own words. Eighth 
grader Madelynn Waggoner de�ned self 
care as “taking care of your mind, body, 
and soul.” Most responses stated some-
thing very close to this. English teacher 
Katie Burdett responded, “Self care means 
showing up for yourself in some way every 
day.”
       When asked whether or not self care 
is important, 89% of respondents said yes, 
9% said no, and 2% said “other.” Senior 
Patty McNerney said yes, adding, “No 
self care leads to burn out and generally 
feeling miserable.” Contrary to this, the 
2% that said self care is not important, 
said they either did not have time, or just 
did not necessarily like the idea of this 
practice. Sophomore Rosemary Behounek 
�rmly believes that self care is important, 
stating,, “Without self care, your stress 
and ability to function to the best of your 
abilities is diminished. Self care allows you 
to unwind and do the things that are more 
important to you.”
       Students and sta� were asked how 
often they “practice self care” or take “you 
time” on a scale of 1-5, with a 1 being 

not at all and 5 being all the time.  Fifteen 
out of the 45 people who responded to 
this survey said a 3, they practice self care 
sometimes. Most people had the same 
reasoning for their response; the time just 
isn’t there. One individual stated, “I have 
a lot going on all the time, but I do take 
time for myself when I can.” Four indi-
viduals said they fell on 1 on the scale. 
Upon analyzing the data, 
the most common reason 
for not practicing self care, 
is that they just can’t �t time 
in their busy schedules. 
Seven individuals said 5, 
and when asked to elabo-
rate, a lunch lady named 
Peg responded, “It keeps 
me balanced and feeling 
good.” Another anonymous 
respondent stated, “Who 
will support me if I don’t 
support myself?”
       When asked if self care impacted their 
social life, 27 people said yes, 10 people 
said no, and 8 people said sometimes or 
“don’t know.” Behounek said yes, and add-
ed, “When I do not spend time to myself, 
my mental health can have a toll taken, 
therefore making my interactions with 
friends and others not enjoyable.” Out of 
the remaining responses, data showed that 
participants were unsure of whether or not 

SURVEY REVEALS THE IMPORTANCE OF SELF CARE         SURVEYS

By Tierney Provoncha
       A recent survey was sent out to all stu-
dents in grades 7-12 regarding gra�ti and 
street art. �ere were 52 responses.
        Students were asked if they like graf-
�ti or street art. Nearly 70% said they like 
both, while 21% liked street art, but not 
gra�ti. Only 4% disliked both, while the 
other 8% said “other.” Senior Lily James 
liked both because “it’s expressive and 
brings art to traditionally dull environ-
ments.” Seventh grader Penelope Verner 
said, “I don’t mind it. I like looking at this 
gra�tied sun�ower on a fence near the 
school. I don’t like looking at people mak-
ing gra�ti without permission, though.”
       When asking students if they think 
gra�ti or street art is a good or bad 
thing, about half of the respondents said 
good, and only 8% said it was bad, and 
the rest said other. Junior Lexi Gordon 
stated, “Gra�ti and street art are both 
good things, because they give people a 
voice that they may not be able to �nd 
with their words.”  An anonymous junior 
said other, then added, “It depends. If it 
represents something good like a memorial 

or an event like pride, I feel it’s �ne. But if 
there are slurs and it is a threat to a certain 
group of people, I think it’s very bad and 
should be painted or washed away.”
       Students were also asked if they 
thought gra�ti has a positive or negative 
e�ect on kids, and 22 of 48 said positive, 
6 said negative, and the remaining 20 stu-
dents said other. Sophomore Namid Ruiz-
Warnock felt it was positive and explained, 
“Seeing beautiful art and a beautiful envi-
ronment improves mental health.” Senior 
Kenneth Moran argued, “Not everything 
is causation, sometimes it’s correlation. If 
you see an increase of gra�ti and poor be-
havior, it may be due to a similar problem 
in the community. I think it’s a warning 
for the feelings of the youth.”  
       Students were asked if they felt people 
judge places di�erently that have graf-
�ti or street art on them. An outstanding 
88% said yes, while 4% said no, and 8% 
said other. Eighth grader Chuck Ander-
son explained,  “It makes me think that 
places with street art on them are popular 
because someone wouldn't use time and 
e�ort to put cool art on a place that they 

don’t like.”
       Students were asked 
if they have ever engaged 
in gra�ti or street art, 
and 72% of students 
stated that they have never 
engaged in gra�ti or street 
art, while 24% said they 
have. Students who said 
they had engaged in graf-
�ti or street art were also 
asked if they had permis-
sion to tag their gra�ti 
or street art, and 48% of 
the students answered no 

while 27% of students said they did have 
permission to tag, and 28% said other.
       Students were also asked if there was 
gra�ti or street art in their town. Only 
35% of the students said yes, while  27% 
said no. �e other 38% said they didn't 
know if there was any. �ose that said yes 
were asked what town they live in and 
where the gra�ti or street art is, and 62% 
of the students said they have seen gra�ti 
in Bristol at the skatepark and other places. 
�e other 35% said they have seen gra�ti 
in Lincoln or other places such as Burling-
ton and Rutland.
       A small majority believed gra�ti 
artists should be considered criminals, 
since 58% of the students said no, and 
only 16% of the students said yes, while 
the other 26 chose other. One student 
said, “As long as they get permission or are 
doing it in an area that will not be a�ected 
by it, I don’t think they are criminals. �ey 
are just artists who need space to express 
themselves.¨ 
       Many students would like to learn 
how to do gra�ti or street art if we had a 
class here at school. A whopping 72% said 
yes, 18% said no and 10% said the other. 
A lot of students said they think it would 
be “cool to learn another expression of art” 
that is not commonly taught in school. 
Students were also asked if people who do 
gra�ti should sign their name when they 
�nish an art piece and 50% of students 
said yes, while 29% said no. When asked 
why or why  not, one student said, “Some 
people can be targeted or people could try 
to sue them. It could be more of a safety 
thing, to be honest.” Another student said, 
“�at's art! �ey should have the privilege 
to share their art and have their name on a 
great project.”

MANY APPRECIATE LEGAL GRAFFITI AND STREET ART

their self care—or lack thereof— impacted 
their social life.
       Students were asked if they’ve ever 
learned about self care in school, and only 
4 responded with a de�nite yes. Out of the 
responses, 17 people said no, 7 people said 
they were unsure, and 17 people chose not 
to answer this question. Most students said 
they learned about self care through health 

class, or the internet. 
       Out of all students’ responses, 14 of 
18 said they think self care is a topic they 
would like to be better covered in their 
education. When they were asked why, 
most students said it is very important to 
how we function in our everyday lives. 
Behounek elaborated, “I think self care is a 
really important resource to manage stress, 
anxiety and depression, and teaching that 
in school allows everyone to be exposed 

      (Continued from Page 2)
HEART

Abe. �e hard part is being willing to open 
up and trust the community.” 
       Sophomore Fallon Bataille stated, 
“Although some teachers are extremely 
understanding, I feel like some teachers 
spend more time worrying about whether 
they are respected or not. Peers are more 
understanding and supportive, but it’s hard 
to get that support from your classmates 
when policies are very strict on talking. 
�ose who don’t take the time to under-
stand or o�er support should not have 
become teachers. It feels like they weren’t 
prepared to support their students.”
       Many sta� members approach each 
situation the same, holding it to the same 
standards we always have when some situ-
ations need to be handled with more care 
than others. Sta� and students need to be 
more focused on how sta� and students 
can work together to help those kids who 
are struggling instead of watching them 
make the same unnecessary mistakes and 
trying to force them to learn from them. 
        No matter how many changes the 
students try to make, they will always need 
the support of their teachers. �ey also 
need the approval of their peers. Many 
decisions are made without even a word of 
input from the student body. �ere’s little 
room for support or appeal from students 
who this may be a�ecting. Students need 
to know who they can turn to for peer 
and sta� support. If we were able to create 
a safe and welcoming environment for 
students and their ideas, it could then cre-
ate a shift in the meaning behind HEART. 
Students should never be struggling just 
because they don’t have the right resources. 
       Every student just wants to feel safe 
and comfortable within the walls of Mt. 
Abe, but every day, there's at least one stu-
dent who doesn’t. Many students, myself 
included, don't feel safe based on how 
certain situations are handled. Maybe if we 
worked together to solve it, we’d feel safer.

to options and how to go about self care.” 
Another anonymous student said, “It 
seems interesting to learn about from a 
place that’s not the internet.”
       Twelve sta� members said they think 
that self care should be a topic better 
covered at Mt. Abe. School nurse Wanda 
Bouvier believes that “in the times that we 

are presently in, it is huge to 
have a whole sense of well-
ness. If we are unaware of how 
important it is, we may never 
achieve that wellness and may 
operate in a crisis mode, day 
to day.” UVM intern Gracie 
Butler stated, “�e importance 
of self care should be stressed 
more! Students should be 
reminded that it is healthy to 
take time for themselves.”
       Freshman Wyatt Moyer 

said, “If you don’t give yourself self care, 
it’s like forgetting to put a bandaid on a 
wound. You bleed until you form a scab 
over the wound. And scabs are fragile... 
�at’s what you are doing to your body 
and mind when you do not do self care.”
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   ART & POETRY

       By Maris LaPerle ‘26

By Jonah Howell ‘25

Hands 
A Sonnet by Wyatt Moyer ‘26

Hands, they are vessels of love;    
wrinkled or smooth, old or new.  
�ey may sometimes shove;    
but they, almost always, help ease the blue.     

As we grow older,    
we give more love.   
Sometimes our hands get wrinkled and

colder,  
but always warm up, like the singing of a 

morning dove.    

Wrinkled hands have delivered more to 
      the younger,    
the younger, just learning how.     
Older hands drifting ever so slowly to 

eternal slumber; 
but they march on, anyhow. 

Hands are love,  
and they always forget your lacks-thereof. 

plow
By Addison Mayhew ‘23
last night, a warning came.
bright red �ashed the screen,
screaming blizzard.

       you know I like the snow, but
       I didn’t on that day.
       I was scared, scared that
       something terrible would happen.
       and it almost did.

in the sharp darkness of the night,
a soft snow fell,
swirling and spiraling as it piled
and piled and piled
until the snow whetted and
pierced the sky.

and then it piled some more.

I sighed, uneasiness overtaking me
as I settled next to my resting wife.
my hand found itself drawing soothing circles   
across the warmth of her growing stomach.

she was nearly full term,
nine months along for our second child.

in the morning we found ourselves
deeper in the thick snow.
it walled itself around us,
pressing against our glass cage.

at least a foot tall, it threatened
to con�ne us within our own home.

       the local snowplower’s truck had broken 
              down.
       everyone else was booked or
       stuck, meaning
       we were on our own.

and we very much felt it.
the stuckness, I mean.

there’s a tension that steadily grows,
seeps into every crevice of your skin
until it overwhelms you.

I would not let the storm
overtake us, so I had to
brave the torrent of snow.

through the window, a blur of white
barraged the hazy sky.
not even our shielded porch could
protect us from the onslaught.

the wood that protected us creaked
and the heaters shuddered
as I carefully edged towards the
raging blizzard outside.

       our four-wheeler had a plow
       but I knew that it wouldn’t be able to

Driveway
By Harry Tricou ‘26

�e driveway is where I 
Spend a lot of my time with
My dad �xing stu�

�ere in the driveway, I smell 
Freshly burnt gas from �xing carburetors 
And replacing fuel lines

I see the old cedar shakes that have 
A faded look to them on the barn

I hear the ratchet click as a bolt is 
Being put in place. �en I hear the crack
Of the starter and the putt of the motor

I see the black trailer that I haul
 all my equipment in.

       By Lexy Perlee ‘25

       By Sadie Alderman ‘23
Broken Wheel Campground
By Rhett Lathrop ‘26
As you walk to the bridge, you can see    
       little rubber ducks 
              gliding down the brook.
When you walk up the road, you will see    
       a line of campers staring at you.
As you get closer, you notice a big barn 
       with all sorts of games to play inside.
You park your camper ever so slightly 
       as your family members 
              wave at you so excitedly.
It is getting late and you can't wait, 
       roasting your toes by the �re,
Waiting for tomorrow to come.
Cornhole and horseshoes wait for you 
       as the sun rises. 
A tournament is held for 
       family and friends.
Who can throw the best shoe?
Just think... it could be you.

Camp
By Clayton Markwell ‘26
�e camp is quiet,
All you can hear is the swooshing 
       of the water.
�e boat is in the water rocking back and 
       forth with the waves.
You can smell the barbecue cooking 
       on the smoker.
�e trees are swaying back and forth,
It's peaceful.

       By Noah Sabourin ‘2

By Lily James Roberts ‘23

�e River by Jack Senecal ‘26
       �e New Haven River is next to my 
house, and I've lived there for almost 3 
years now, but it feels like much longer. �e 
best memories I've had were when it was 
getting dark. In one memory, it was around 
7 o’clock in the evening and the sun was 
just peering over the mountains glistening 
on the water. �e river was nice and warm, 
but not too warm to where it wasn’t refresh-
ing when you jumped in. �e water looked 
orange because the sun was right on it. My 
brother, Lucas, my other friend Joey and I 
all took turns going o� the rope swing and 
jumping o� the rocks.     
      �e river is like another home. �ere's 
nobody to tell you what not to do and 
judge everything you do. It's all peace. (See Plow, Page 8)

Cli�ord’s Pond
By Gretchen Toy ‘26
      �e car approaches the small dirt road 
that leads to the sanctuary of running 
spring water where frightened frogs rush 
into the water as eager feet approach. We 
put the car in park in the little lot that leads 
to the small pond. We grab our towels, 
tennis ball, and cooler which contains juice, 
blueberries and peaches. We walk down 
the small road and see the sun glistening 
o� the surface of the water, and run over to 
the dock. It’s the perfect temperature, and I 
shuck o� my button-up shirt that covers my 
swimsuit and race my sister into the water. 
My mom follows and we toss the tennis ball 
around until we’re nearly frozen. We get out 
of the cold water. �e sun has disappeared 
behind the trees and we sit on the dock 
shivering, enjoying the view and the taste of 
the juicy blueberries.
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       SPORTS

U.S. HISTORY SETTLEMENT STUDIES         Special thanks to Brent Crum for encouraging students to share their work!

STUDENTS BELIEVE WINTER TEAMS WILL GO FAR IN POST SEASON
By Connor Meacham
       A recent survey asked all students in 
grades 9-12 about winter sports at Mt. Abe 
and got 40 responses. Responses included 
how far into the postseason each winter 
sport might go, and why people participate 
in the winter sports they do.
       When asked which winter sport they 
participate in, if any,  64% said none, 20% 
said girls basketball, 10% said boys basket-
ball, 3% said cheerleading and another 3% 
said wrestling. Sophomore Fallon Bataille 
does not participate in a winter sport 
because “I don't have the time to commit 
to a sport and I'm not athletic.” Freshman 
Connor Nason plays basketball “because 
I’ve played mostly my whole life.”
       �e survey asked about winter sports 
that they would like to do that Mt. Abe 
doesn't o�er, even if they participate in a 
sport already. Only 28 of 40 responded to 
this question, and 3 people said volleyball, 
while 2 people said esports. Other re-
sponses included hockey, horseback riding, 
snowboarding, and downhill skiing. Many 
do some sort of winter activity on their 
own. Eight people said ski or snowboard-
ing, three said ride horses, three people 
said basketball, two people said snowmo-
biling, and other responses included ice 

�shing, esports, mountain biking, hockey, 
football workouts.
       When asked how far they think 
the boys basketball team will go in the 
postseason, the most popular answer was 
quarter �nals at 13 of 37 respondents, and 
8 people said they would make it to play-
downs, while 5 said semis, 4 said �nals, 
and the rest said other. Sophomore Fallon 
Battaille said semi �nals “because they 
normally play pretty well.”  
       More people thought the girls 
basketball team would go further in the 
postseason. Of the 35 respondents,13 said 
semi�nals, 9 said �nals, and 6 said quarter-
�nals, while 3 said playdowns and the rest 
said other. One anonymous student said 
semi�nals and added, “I don't think we 
can pull it o� again.”
       In terms of the wrestling team, re-
spondents felt overall that some will make 
it to the state tournament. When asked 
to predict the wrestlers’ success, 35% said 
top 10, while there was a tie for 2nd most 
popular response at 18% for top 15 and 
“some will qualify for New Englands.” 
One third of respondents thought the 
indoor track team would make the top 15 
at states, while nearly one-third thought 
they’d make the top ten. Another anony-

mous respondent added, “We have a really 
good wrestling team, but I don’t know 
much about track.”
       Currently, the Nordic ski team needs 
1 more male skier to create a relay team, 
and 3 more to create a relay team for the 
girls. Nearly 60% said this was unlikely to 
happen for both, while 18% said likely for 
boys, but unlikely for girls, and 12% said 
very likely for both. �e rest said other. 
Senior Morgan Barnes explained, “Many 
people at this school downhill ski, but not 
many that I know do nordic. Most people 
do one or the other, as investing in gear for 
both is incredibly expensive.”
       �ere is potential for Mt. Abe to cre-
ate a high school esports team this winter 

through a new league that is being formed 
in Vermont, but when asked if that inter-
ested them, 70% said no, 18% said yes, 
and 12% said maybe. Sophomore Idries 
Twyman commented, “I like to play es-
ports” and freshman Wyatt Bannister said, 
“Yes, because I want to be an epic gamer.”
       As far as the option to participate 
with Middlebury for hockey and dance 
or with Vergennes for cheerleading, most 
seemed to like the idea and one anony-
mous student pointed out, “I think this 
is good, considering that it creates more 
opportunities for more kids to participate 
in sports.”

By Hayden Lutz & Izzy Shea

By Anya Sczecinski, Maya Menzell, Alex Henley 
& Nikki Crowe

By Michael Kamins & Jake Pyper
By Damian Newell

By MacKenzie Griner, Finn Harris & Riley Co�ey
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Advisor Vicki Bronson      vicki.bronson@mausd.org

      (Continued from Page 1)TEACHERS

ACROSS
5. Uses a stick and a puck on ice
8. Do this for exercise or fun on an ice rink or a 
     frozen pond
9. Last name of famous tennis sisters
12. Five players with a ball and a hoop
13. Like football, but with a frisbee
14. Games on horseback including barrel racing
16. Uses a stick and a ball and cleats instead of 
       skates (two words)
17. Uses a stone and brooms and is popular in Canada
18. Win determined when both shoulders touch mat 
        in wrestling

DOWN
1. England’s sport similar to baseball
2. �is country just won the World Cup in soccer
3. Michael Phelps is the most decorated athlete 
     in this sport
4. Sport created by Native Americans
6.  A small white ball and a glove
7. Tony Hawk does this sport
10. Two poles and two planks on snow
11. Results in 6 points in football
15. Drive, chip and putt for 9 or 18 holes

purpose of school “is about socializing and �guring out how to get 
along with people of all di�erent ages...where they’re part of a larger 
community and people hopefully watch out for each other.”

      (Continued from Page 1)HUB
di�erent kids, whether you like video games or sports or skate-
boarding, or you just like to eat some pizza.” Husk added, “It’s such 
a good place for teens to hang out and just have a place to relax and 
be yourself, because it is very important that teens have a safe place 
like this.” Calderon Melendez said, “Especially when we have bad 
weather, you can go in there and they’ll give you a towel or a spare 
t-shirt, and in the winter, they give winter apparel to kids in need.” 
       As with any organization, there is room for improvement. 
Calderon Melendez added, “More snacks after school would be 
nice, and they could move the VR game because sometimes it’s in 
the way.” Husk said, “�e Hub could make sure the ramps are safe 
like making sure there’s no screws showing and also just making 
sure people know what they o�er, to get more people to come 
out.” Cornellier elaborated, “It all comes down to resources...more 
presence outside of the Hub would be great, because that is where 
some poor decisions are being made. When they’re at Big Red (the 
grandstands) they’re not really being supervised, as well as over by 
the tennis courts, and again, it comes down to resources, but if they 
had more people present to kind of eliminate some of the things 
that are happening in those spaces, whether it’s vandalism or to-
bacco use, things like that might be deterred with an adult present.”
       Finally, Cornellier re�ected on how much the Hub has 
changed since he went to Mt. Abe. “In the early 2000s, the Hub 
was a much di�erent place. I didn’t spend a lot of time there, but it 
was considered like the skater punk place. Later in life, I found that 
wasn’t the case. I ended up getting to know former director Ray 
Beaver and he did a lot to support kids.”

Fall/Winter Sta�: 
    Lexi Keith Gordon
    Fallon Bataille
Essence Calderon Melendez
    Connor Meacham
    Tierney Provoncha

By Kalin Tingiris-Shean & Siena Stanley
To see the whole poem, go to: 

https://tinyurl.com/ypkcba8v

       keep up with the deep snow.
       I knew that I wouldn’t be able to stop it.

worry pounded in my chest, 
my mind racing through every
possible situation that could
go wrong.

when I �nally returned to safety
I checked the forecast again,
hoping the blaring red would calm

and that somehow the vicious snow
would suddenly cease its endless assault.

every thirty minutes,
the snow crashed and tumbled
as my plow slowly pushed it back,
deepening the trench of our driveway
with every pass.

      (Continued from Page 6)PLOW

Jolene the goat likes to hang out with Mills, too

MILLS HELPS FUTURE FARMERS, VETS LIVE THE DREAM

By Tierney Provoncha
       Kelley Mills is the Sustainable Agriculture teacher at Han-
naford Career Center in Middlebury, Vermont. She has been an ag 
teacher for 27 years now. She loves working with high school stu-
dents and teaching them about the agricultural business and hopes 
to help them run their own farm one day or become a veterinarian. 
When asked how she got interested in becoming an ag teacher,  
Mills said, “I took Sustainable Ag when I was in 11th grade. At the 

time, my family had their 
own farm that I helped 
out on and as I grew up, 
I realized that I wanted 
to help run the farm and 
I loved teaching others 
about the industry.” Mills 
loves helping young adults 
prepare for their chosen 
life path and become 
hard working, responsible 
young adults.
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ACROSS
1. Tax collector
4. Fishes without the 
line touching water
8. Brooklyn 
hoopsters
10. Actress Lathan
11. A metric for 
athletes
12. Food storage 
location
13. Colossus
15. Desolations
16. Accustom 
to something 
unpleasant
17. __ Kubrick, 
fi lmmaker
18. You might ask 

this at Thanksgiving
21. Arkansas city
22. Gave food to
23. Request
24. V-shaped open 
trough
25. Make lively
26. It accompanies 
feather
27. Blonde 
bombshell
34. One who 
revolves
35. Bluish greens
36. Charity
37. Having the shape 
of a cube
38. Unwind
39. Believed by 

some to be the 
supreme being
40. Checks or 
guides
41. Leak slowly 
through
42. Top-quality
43. Midway between 
south and southeast

DOWN
1. Part of your foot
2. It’s at the back of 
the eyeball
3. Where things 
stand
4. Off ered
5. Contains pollen
6. Boisterous get-

Sudoku
Each Sudoku puzzle 
consists of a 9x9 
grid that has been 
subdivided into nine 
smaller grids of 3x3 
squares. To solve 
the puzzle each row, 
column and box must 
contain each of the 
numbers 1 to 9. Puzzles 
come in three grades: 
easy, medium and 
diffi  cult. 

Level: Medium

This week’s puzzle solutions can be found on Page 13.

together
7. Asserts out loud
9. They’re in the sky
10. Canonized
12. A politician’s 
offi  cial stances
14. It can catch fi sh
15. British thermal 
unit
17. Helps little fi rms
19. Where patients 

go for treatment
20. Large red deer
23. Pokes holes in
24. “Star Wars” hero 
Solo
25. One in a hospital
26. Scandinavian 
god of battle
27. Famous cat
28. __ Angeles: City 
of Angels

29. Type of drug 
(abbr.)
30. City along the 
Rhine
31. Animal disease
32. Martini 
ingredients
33. Get away
34. Rare species of 
rodent
36. Suppress

52 Main St
Middlebury, VT 05753
(802) 989-7225

Tuesday-Saturday
10:30 AM - 5:30 PM

info@sparrowartsupply.com
sparrowartsupply.com
@sparrowartsupply

VISIT OUR GALLERY FOR OUR NEW EXHIBIT

OPENING JANUARY 27
Our gallery is open Tuesdays-Saturdays!

Visit sparrowartsupply.com to learn more.

An electrifying display of an audacious color!
With artwork by over 50 local artists across all mediums

Magenta

Pictured artwork by Anna Macijeski

s p o n s o r e d  byPUZZLES
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errariums are miniature gardens 
in lidded, clear-glass containers. 
Their closed environment requires 
little care and only occasional 
maintenance.

The container can be a jar, a glass 
globe or an unused aquarium. 

Whatever size 
container you 
choose, just be sure 
it’s been thoroughly 

cleaned.

Select plants that either are naturally small 
and slow growing or that can be pruned to 
remain small. Plants not suited to growing 
inside the limited space of a terrarium will 
soon outgrow the container and overcrowd 
their companion plants. For best results, 
choose plants with similar light and humidity 
requirements.

Plants to consider include miniature 
ferns, such as maidenhair fern (Adiantum 
microphyllum) and button fern (Pellaea 
rotundifolia), the palm-like little tree plant 

(Biophytum sensitivum), polka dot plant 
(Hypoestes phyllostachea) and miniature 
African violets (Saint paulia). Carnivorous 
plants, such as Venus flytrap (Dionaea 
muscipula) or sundew (Drosera), will appreciate 
the humidity a terrarium provides. In addition, 
mosses can be the star of a tiny terrarium or 
serve as ground cover in a large one.

To provide a good foundation for plants to 
grow, begin with a one- to two-inch layer of 
coarse gravel or small stones. Use the thicker 
layer for a larger container. This layer provides 
necessary drainage since the terrarium’s 
container has none.

Next, add a thin layer of activated charcoal. 
The charcoal will help prevent odors and 
bacterial growth.

The top layer in which plants will grow is made 
up of two to three inches of light potting soil 
that contains perlite and/or vermiculite.

Plan the arrangement of plants using a plate 
or a piece of paper the size of the planting 
area within the container. Taller plants should 

be placed behind shorter ones. Allow enough 
room, particularly near the walls of the 
container, for plants to grow.

When satisfied with your design, remove 
the plants from their pots, working away 
excess soil and freeing roots. Make a hole 
in the terrarium’s soil and spread roots to 
accommodate the shallow soil depth. Gently 
press soil around the base of each plant.

Depending on the container, it may be difficult 
to use your hands to place plants in the 
terrarium. You can use a long-handled spoon, 
dowel, chopsticks, tongs and other items to 
place each plant and firm it in soil.

Water sparingly by misting or adding 
spoonfuls of water. Soil can be covered with 
sand, gravel, colored aquarium stone or a 
living ground cover such as moss. Consider 
adding shells, miniature figurines and other 
decorative accents. Finally, secure the lid in 
place to create a closed environment that will 
need minimal maintenance.

If excess moisture accumulates on the inside 
of the glass, briefly open the lid. Conversely, if 
the seal is not tight, the terrarium may need to 
be watered periodically. If you have a lid with a 
good seal, you may not need to add water for 
months.

As plants grow, they may need to be groomed 
periodically with pruning to remove unhealthy 
or damaged growth or to maintain shape or 
size.

Select a location for the terrarium with bright 
light but avoid placing in direct sunlight as 
the glass will magnify the sun’s rays and 
overheat the environment inside the terrarium, 
damaging the plants.

If you’d like a terrarium featuring cactus and 
succulents, which prefer far less humidity, you 
can accommodate them by making an open 
terrarium in this same manner. Omit the lid 
to allow air to circulate. Monitor and water as 
needed.

Large or small, terrariums are a wonderful 
way to enjoy a tiny, private garden even in the 
middle of winter.

GARDENER
A S K  A  M A S T E R

H O W  T O  C R E A T E  A  G A R D E N  I N  A  T E R R A R I U M

Deborah J. Benoit is a 
UVM Extension Master 

Gardener from North 
Adams, Mass., who is 

part of the Bennington 
County Chapter.

Plants that either are naturally small and slow growing or that can be pruned to stay small will work well in terrariums.

PHOTO / KAROLINA GRABOWSKI/PEXELS

DEBORAH J.
BENOIT

BY

T
Pets of the Week
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Pets In Need
HOMEWARD BOUND

Addison County’s Humane Society

Chaka
Chaka is a sassy 6-year-old gal who would 
love a home where she can just be herself!  
She prefers to be seen, but not touched, 
although she will allow a couple of pets 
before she becomes cranky and angrily 
meows at you. Chaka enjoys curling up in her 
bed and eating treats. She does not get along with cats or 
dogs, but she may tolerate you once she owns your home!

Gummi
Gummi is the sweetest old man. We estimate 
him to be about 14 years old. He was found 
as a skinny, matted, and dirty stray. Gummi 

has started to gain weight and his blood work 
shows no signs of health issues. He is super 

affectionate and gets along with cats and dogs. Gummi was 
most likely outside for a long time and is unfortunately not 
litterbox trained. He is currently on Cosequin and Gabapentin 
for his joints as he is still gaining muscle. Gummi is looking for a 
forever, loving home to spend his golden years.

Marley
Marley is an affectionate 10-year-old lady. 
She is very calm and doesn’t do much 
playing. She has an ear deformity left over 
from an old untreated hematoma. Marley is 
a picky eater and enjoys Friskies and Fancy 
Feast. She does not get along with cats but she 
seems to be interested in dogs and may be able to live with a 
calm-tempered dog.

Olgard
Olgard is a food-crazed 3-year-old. He is 
the loudest cat during breakfast feeding 
and is convinced that every person 
walking by should be giving him treats. 

Olgard is super affectionate, loves to play, 
and seems unfazed by dogs. Olgard was 

found abandoned after the owners couldn’t 
find a home for him. He has been diagnosed as FIV-positive 
and would be okay with another FIV-positive cat. Because 
of his FIV status, Olgard is considered special needs and his 
adoption fee is on a donation basis.

Thelma
Thelma came to the shelter as a stray. She 
is a 1.5-year-old pup with a lot of energy. 
She gets nervous on walks and wants to 

come back to the shelter quickly. Thelma is 
more confident around her sister, Louise, and 

will gladly go for walks with her. She is dog friendly and enjoys 
being around people. She is food-motivated and loves her toys! 
She is not housebroken and would benefit from a home with a 
fenced-in yard.

Want to learn more?
Call or check our website. We may have a pet for you!

802-388-1100 | HomewardBoundAnimals.org
236 Boardman Street | Middlebury, VT

Max
Max is a 5-year-old German Shepherd 
with a lot of energy! He needs an 
experienced Shepherd owner who 
understands the breed. Max loves going 
for walks and playing in our training room. 
He can be quite the jumper and our staff is 
working with him on his impulse control. Since he is a 90-pound 
ball of energy, he needs someone able to manage his 
energetic outbursts. Max is dog-friendly, but can be dominant 
around other dogs and therefore should be the only pet in a 
home. He likes to chase cats and is not good with children.

It ’s  Pepe &  Scooter!
Pepe and Scooter, of Middlebury, are the pets of Tom Klemmer and Beth Stanway. 
Pepe used to love to steel your socks while they were still on your feet and Scooter 
shivers all day long!

Pets of the Week

Send us a picture 
of your pet!

news@addisonindependent.com

Pet of the 
WEEK

We publish the news of how
 fabulous your pets are for FREE! 

All you have to do, dear reader 
with opposable thumb, is send a 
picture to our news team with a 

short description of your best buds.
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Magenta: new exhibit opening at Sparrow Art Supply

Sparrow Art Supply’s first exhibition of 
2023 is an electrifying display of the color 
magenta! Showcasing works by over 50 
audacious artists, Magenta celebrates this 
vibrant hue across monotone pieces, and it 
appears as a pop of color to bring focus in 
others. This energetic all-media show exudes 
joy, optimism, and bravery, some inspiring 
qualities to carry throughout 2023. 

Magenta will run from Jan. 27-March 11, with 

an opening reception on Friday, Jan. 27, from 
5-7 p.m., free and open to the public with 
complimentary light refreshments. 

Sparrow Art Supply is an art supply store and 
gallery at 52 Main Street, right in the heart of 
Middlebury, next to the waterfall and down the 
stairs.

For more info call 802-989-7225 or visit 
sparrowartsupply.com. 

ART O N  E X H I B I T

Katy Foote Christy Lynn Jesse NorfordTom Van SantJenna Hunsinger

G I V E  U S  A 
C A L L  T O D A Y !ADVERTISEWITH US

A D S @ A D D I S O N I N D E P E N D E N T . C O M 8 0 2 - 3 8 8 - 4 9 4 4

“Sunrise Dreams” by Linda Blackerby.

“Cotton Candy Sunrise” by Isabel Linhares. “Loops” by Elise Sai Hardebeck.



Addison Independent | ARTS+LEISURE | Thursday, January 26, 2023 — PAGE 13

WALLACE REALTY
48 Mountain Terrace

Bristol, VT 05443
PH 802-453-4670 • FAX 802-453-5898

Visit our websites at:
www.wallacere.com

www.greenbuiltvermont.com

Please call Kelly, Claire, or Tom

EQUAL 
HOUSING  
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 as amended 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons receiving 
public assistance, or an intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will not  knowingly 
accept any advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of discrimination, call 
HUD Toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.

estate
real
Now is a great time to buy or sell a property! 
Let our real estate section do the work, 
so you can get cozy with a new home this winter.

Give us a call and we’ll help you connect with 
Addison County homebuyers, sellers & professionals.

ads@addisonindependent.com

EMAiL CHRiSTY@ADDiSONiNDEPENDENT.COM TO FiND OUT HOW.

ADD YOUR PiECE! 
BE THE NEXT SPONSOR OF THE PUZZLE PAGE.

TO FiND OUT HOW.

BE THE NEXT SPONSOR OF THE PUZZLE PAGE.

PUZZLE
SOLUTIONS JAN. 26, 2023

A D D I S O N I N D E P E N D E N T . C O M

Get the Addy Indy
EVERY WEEK
for just $50/year.

SUBSCRIBE
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ipjrealestate.com
34 Main Street, downtown Middlebury

info@ipjrealestate.com  |  802.388.4242

SHOREHAM  PRICE REDUCTION!
BARNUM HILL ROAD
MLS #4924394 | NOW $76,900
6.29 AC

A beautiful piece of Vermont with 
lovely views in every direction. 328 
feet of road frontage on Barnum Hill 
and 50 feet along Hemenway Hill 
Road. Bring your dreams to this oasis 
in Shoreham!

There’s never been a better time to deep dive 
into the possibilities. To think outside the box. 
To get back to your dreams...

RIPTON
1233 ROUTE 125
MLS #4881064 | $949,000
11 BD | 11 BA | 5258 SF |5.90 AC

Historic Vermont Inn in the heart of 
Ripton village, only minutes to hiking, 
biking, nordic and alpine skiing. 
Continue to run this successful bed 
& breakfast or make it a retreat for 
extended family and friends. Built in 
1828, copious original details remain 
from the time of US State Rep. Daniel 
Chipman. The home became an 
inn and public dining room in 1974, 
undergoing a full renovation of 
its east wing in 2015. A post and 
beam barn was added for storage. 
Commercial kitchen, automatic 
generator. Lovingly maintained over 
many successful years in business, this 
inn is ready for the next chapter.

Michael Johnston
REALTOR®
(802) 846-9518
Michael@HickokandBoardman.com
JohnstonVT.com

2 Lower Plains Road, Middlebury
$499,000 | 3 Bedrooms, 3 Bathrooms

This delightful 3 bedroom home has been recently renovated 
& modernized. Featuring views of the Middlebury River and 
direct access from the large backyard for swimming or fishing.

Open House Sunday 1/29 from 11a.m. - 1p.m.

his Kennedy Center 
debut, he completed 
a cycle of Beethoven’s 
cello sonatas at the 
Phillips Collection in 
Washington, D.C. He has 
also performed with the 
Seattle Chamber Music 

Society, Jupiter Symphony Chamber Players, and is a 
founding member of the Baumer String Quartet. In 2015 
Requiro joined the faculty of the University of Colorado 
Boulder as an assistant professor. He has previously 
served as artist-in-residence at the University of Puget 
Sound and guest lecturer at the University of Michigan.

PERFORMANCE DETAILS
The Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center will perform 
on Friday, Jan. 27, at 7:30 p.m., at the Mahaney Arts Center 
(MAC), Robison Hall. Vaccinations and boosters (or valid 
medical or religious exemptions) are required; masks 
are optional, except under certain circumstances, but 
welcome. Reserved seating tickets are $25 for the general 
public; $20 for Middlebury College faculty, staff , alumni, 
and emeriti; $10 for youth; and $5 for Middlebury College 
students. This concert will also be streamed, with tickets 
at $15, or $5 for Middlebury students. Tickets and further 
information are available at 802-443-MIDD (6433) or 
middlebury.edu/arts.

MUSIC
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

SHARPstaySHARPSHARPstaySHARPstaySHARPstay
Exercise your mind.

With the Addy Indy puzzles 
every Thursday!

See page 17
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Investment 

Investment 

Investment 

Opportunity

Opportunity

Opportunity

802-877-2134  •  www.ReVT4u.com
Your Forever Realtors, Building Relationships One Home at a Time!

We are a designated agency brokerage.

COMMUNITY CORNER: Winter Safety Tips

Just Sold

Just Sold

Just Sold

It is 2023! Is it Time to Make a Change?

VERGENNES, VT 
This updated home features a remodeled kitchen and 
bathroom as well as beautiful hardwood oak floors. 3 
TVs and a snowblower are also included in the sale. 
There is also a rear patio as well as an attached 
workspace.
Price: $350,000 MLS: 4938534

VERGENNES, VT
This commercial property boasts 5 single bedroom 
apartments as well as a commercial retail space at 
street level. The first floor of this property is thought 
to have been constructed in 1787, initially serving as 
a distillery. It expanded shortly thereafter in 1805 to 
include two additional stories with a gabled roof.
Price: 779,000 MLS: 4924209

ADDISON, VT
This magnificent Cape sits at the top of the ridge. The 
1st floor primary suite offers 2 rooms for separate 
sleeping areas. There is also a primary suite on the 
second floor with its own sitting area. There are extra 
rooms on the 2nd floor as well.
Price: $975,000 MLS: 4926527

Upscale

Upscale

Upscale

Country Living

Country Living

Country Living

• Turning on the stove for heat is not safe; have at 
least one of the following heat sources in case the 
power goes out: blankets, sleeping bags, warm winter 
coats, and space heater. 
• Use �replaces, wood stoves, or other combustion 
heaters only if they are properly vented to the outside 
and do not leak gas from the �ue or exhaust into the 
indoor air space.
• Be sure �replace is up to code with plenty of dry 
�rewood or a gas log �replace, do not burn paper in a 
�replace.

• Make sure you have proper ventilation if you must 
use a kerosene heater.  Check with your local �re 
department to make sure that kerosene heaters are 
legal in your area.
• Keep heat sources, like space heaters, at least 3 feet 
away from drapes, furniture, or bedding. Never cover 
your space heater. 
• Never place a space heater on top of furniture or 
near water.  Never leave children unattended near a 
space heater.  Use only space heaters with automatic 
shut-o� switches and non-glowing elements. 

portal is also a magical 
doorway that connects 
two locations in space 
or time. Juried by Laura 
Moya. On view through 
Feb. 24, with an opening 
reception on Friday, Jan. 
27, from 4-7 p.m.

SHELDON MUSEUM
1 Park Street, Middlebury
For more info visit henrysheldonmuseum.org

“Artists in the Archives: Community, History & Collage.” 
Artists from Canada, Denmark, Ireland, Poland, Scotland, 
Ukraine, and several US states created collages to 
explore how the archival material expresses an aspect of a 
community. On view through summer 2023.

SPARROW ART SUPPLY
52 Main Street, Middlebury
Visit sparrowartsupply.com or call 802-989-7225  for more info.

“Magenta,” is an electrifying display of the color magenta. 
Showcasing works by over 50 artists, “Magenta” celebrates 
this vibrant hue across monotone pieces, and it appears 
as a pop of color to bring focus in others. This energetic 
all-media show exudes joy, optimism, and bravery, some 
inspiring qualities to carry throughout 2023. An opening 
reception will be held on Friday, Jan. 27, from 5-7 p.m., 
free and open to the public with complimentary light 
refreshments. On view through March 11.

EXHIBITS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

CALENDAR
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

Meet at 
9:30 a.m. 
in Ripton 
and take 
the bus 
(free) from 
Ripton 

Center 4.7 miles, then ski back. If no snow 
or bad snow, we will use snowshoes or 
grippers, and bring a mask for bus ride. 
Contact Deb Lewis at dlewis@bredeson.
com for information or to register. More at 
gmcbreadloaf.org.

FAMILY SNOWSHOE SCAVENGER HUNT IN 

MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, Feb. 11, 9:30 a.m., 
Chipman Hill Trailhead. Have you ever been 
interested in trying out some snowshoes? 
They can provide a great way to explore 
on- and off -trail in the winter. No experience 
necessary. Just bring a willingness to have 
fun in the snow. We’ll meet at Chipman 
Hill in the morning, give a snowshoe how-
to, and then you’ll be able to complete 
the scavenger hunt at your own pace. At 
the end we’ll have a fi re and hot cocoa at 
an overlook. Snowshoes will be provided. 
Dress warmly, bring a phone or camera to 
take photos. Registration required at maltvt.

org/events. All ages welcome. Member 
adult $5/non-member adult $8/youth 13 
and under free. 

LC JAZZ WINTER THAW IN VERGENNES. 

Saturday, Feb. 11, 7 p.m., Vergennes Opera 
House, 120 Main St. One of the favorite 
events of the season, bringing neighbors 
and friends out from their homes and into 
the warmth of the Vergennes Opera House. 
Fantastic music provided by many familiar 
faces in a 17-piece orchestra with singers to 
boot. Be sure to bring your dancing shoes 
and a little something to donate toward the 
LC Jazz High School Music Scholarship fund. 
Free. Doors and cash bar open at 6:30 p.m. 

MIKE + RUTHY IN LINCOLN. Saturday, Feb. 
11, 7:30 p.m., Burnham Hall, 52 E. River Rd. 
The February Ripton Community Coff ee 
House will be on the second Saturday 
instead of the usual fi rst Saturday and 
feature Mike + Ruthy (of The Mammals). 
Artistry and authenticity, with fi ery fi ddle 
and banjo, emotionally potent harmonies, 
and dynamic stories. General admission $15 
Generous admission $20-$25 or pay what 
you can. Advance tickets recommended. 
More info at rcch.org.
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Markers? Colored pencils? Crayons? Glitter?
Rhinestones? Stickers? It’s up to you! 

Name: Age:
Parent/Guardian’s name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Phone:

Age Group:    under 5  5-6  7-8 9-11 12-15

Coloring & Decorating Contest
Winter 2023

Decorate this snowy scene any 
way you’d like then submit it:

Online at
addisonindependent.com/contests

By Email to 
contests@addisonindependent.com

By Mail to Addison Independent,
58 Maple Street, Midd., VT 05753

Entries will be accepted through 
Monday, February 27th.

Feel free to tear out this coloring 
page, photocopy it, or go to 
addisonindependent.com/contests 
for a printable version. Winners 
will be announced in the March 2nd

edition of the Addison Independent. 
Two winners from each age group 
will win a prize from one of our 
sponsors that can be picked up 
at the Addy Indy office during the 
month of March.

Many thanks to our sponsors:

16-Adult
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