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Magic touch
A family-friendly magician will 
make an appearance in the city’s 
opera house. See Arts + Leisure.

By the wayBy the way

At the horn
Two recent local high school hoop 
games were decided by buzzer-
beaters. See how on Page 1B.

City housing?
Historic properties on West Main 
Street could add residential units, 
but hurdles remain. See Page 2A.

Local lawmakers net leader posts
County officials helm five committees

Local schools are ready if 
NFL-type emergency hits 

Lincoln begins filling 
school jobs, eyes budget

Ilsley Library makeover 
options range to $23M

Vergennes 
mayor will 
not run for 
re-election

ACSD board 
sets charter 
change vote  

Feedback sought on four scenarios

Breakfasts with 
lawmakers might 
end 50-year run

(See Lincoln, Page 13A)

(See Ilsley Library, Page 15A)

(See Breakfasts, Page 8A)

(See ACSD, Page 9A)

(See Chabot, Page 9A)

(See Defibrillators, Page 11A)
(See Legislature, Page 8A)

By MARIN HOWELL 
LINCOLN — The Lincoln 

School District (LSD) is now 
looking to staff its central office as 
it prepares for beginning operations 
later this year. Lincoln School 
Board members updated Lincoln 
residents on these recruitment 
efforts and other work during a Jan. 
10 informational meeting, where 
the board also provided an update 
on the district’s FY24 budget 

and discussed work related to the 
district’s school choice policy. 
HIRING 

School directors kicked off 
Tuesday’s meeting with an 
overview of the board’s current 
work in getting the supervisory 
district up and running. Among 
these tasks is staffing the district’s 
central office and filling other 
vacant positions. 

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — The four 

leading scenarios for upgrading 
Middlebury’s Ilsley Public Library 
to meet community expectations 
could run from $5.5 million to $23 
million, according to a professional 
estimator.

Ilsley officials on Monday 
brought these very preliminary 
numbers to the Middlebury 
selectboard, which will have the 
final say on which library makeover 
option is offered to the public. 
After years of planning, library 

advocates are in the home stretch 
of combining their research with 
public input on a plan they hope 
will correct the many deficiencies 
in the 99-year-old Ilsley building at 
75 Main St.

Current options on the table 
include renovating the library, 
renovating it while complementing 
it with an annex somewhere 
nearby, renovating and expanding 
the structure on site, or building a 
new structure.

The Ilsley 100 Project Team 

The Middlebury Bike 
Pump Track Group and the 
Addison County Bike Club 
have launched a crowdfunding 
campaign to build a bike pump 
track in the community this 
summer, and your support 
would be appreciated. Pump 
tracks offer a place to develop 
important mountain bike skills 
such as cornering, jumping and 
positioning on the bike. They 
are fun and they challenge 
riders of all ages. Organizers 

By ANDY KIRKALDY
ADDISON COUNTY — 

After Buffalo Bills safety Damar 
Hamlin collapsed 
on the field during 
an NFL Monday 
Night Football 
League game 
on Jan. 2, quick 
work by the 
medical staffs of 
the Bills and the 
host Cincinnati 
Bengals was 
credited with saving 
Hamlin from cardiac arrest. 

A week later, the 24-year-old 

athlete remained critically ill 
but was on the road to recovery, 
tweeting and even talking to his 

teammates. 
One reason 

Hamlin has such a 
good prognosis is 
because medical 

personnel had an 
automated external 
defibrillator, or 
AED, handy.

But it’s not just 
NFL teams that 

have AEDs on hand, 
so does every high school sports 

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — Vergennes 

Mayor Matt Chabot announced 
in an email to his fellow city 
councilors last week he won’t run 
for a second term this March. 

Chabot, 56, a former city council 
member and city manager, told 
the Independent it was never his 
intention to remain too long in the 
post. He ran two years ago hoping 
to restore stability to the council 
after a year or more of turmoil. 

“Politics isn’t really my bag, and 
change and transition management 
is. It’s been the majority of my 
career,” Chabot said. “Everyone 
knows it was never my intention 
to be mayor for life. It was just 
to assist (City Manager) Ron 
(Redmond) and the council to get 
things stabilized after 2020.”

When he ran in 2021, Chabot 
outlined his goals as bringing more 
civility and calm decision-making 
to the council, while making sure 
all points of views were at least 
heard. He believes those goals were 

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — The Addison 

Central School District Board 
won’t warn a petitioned referendum 
seeking feedback on two separate 
options to amend the ACSD charter 
in a way that would allow a bigger 
public role in closing local schools.

But the board on Monday did 
agree to hold its own vote on Feb. 
13 on whether host towns — or the 
combined electorate of the seven 
member ACSD communities — 

By JOHN FLOWERS
ADDISON COUNTY — 

Addison County’s long history 
of holding a series of weekly 
“legislative breakfasts” during 
each Vermont legislative session 
appears to be in grave jeopardy.

The legislative breakfasts were 
started by the Addison County 
League of Women Voters around 

By JOHN FLOWERS
MONTPELIER — Addison 

County lawmakers will wield 
significant influence in shaping 
the state’s legislative agenda for 
the next two years, as our local 
delegation has snagged three 
committee chairmanships in the 
House and two in the Senate.

Rep. Diane Lanpher, 
D-Vergennes, has been named 
chair of the House Appropriations 
Committee, a panel instrumental 
in establishing Vermont’s spending 
priorities. Lanpher has previously 
chaired the House Transportation 
Committee.

Rep. Amy Sheldon, 

D-Middlebury, will chair the 
newly created House Environment 
& Energy Committee. The new 
panel supplants — and expands the 
domain of — the House Committee 
on Natural Resources, Fish and 
Wildlife, a panel that Sheldon 
chaired during the last biennium.

Rep. Peter Conlon, D-Cornwall, 
will chair the House Education 
Committee, where he has served 
his entire legislative career.

Meanwhile, Sen. Ruth Hardy, 
D-Middlebury, will chair the 
Senate Government Operations 
Committee as she begins her third 
consecutive term in the state’s 
highest chamber. Hardy will also 

serve on Senate Health & Welfare.
And rounding out the 

chairmanships list is Sen. Chris 
Bray, D-Bristol, who will again 
chair the Senate Natural Resources 
& Energy Committee. He will also 
serve on Senate Finance.

Reps. Robin Scheu, 
D-Middlebury, and Matt Birong, 
D-Vergennes, also got good news 
last week. They’ll be serving as vice 
chairs of House Appropriations and 
the House Government Operations 
& Military Affairs committees, 
respectively.

As for the rest of the delegation’s 
assignments, they include:

• Rep. Joe Andriano, D-Orwell: 
Health Care Committee.

• Rep. Mari Cordes, D-Lincoln: 

Health Care.
• Rep. Caleb Elder, D-Starksboro: 

General & Housing.
• Rep. Jubilee McGill, 

D-Bridport: Human Services.
The assignments will give 

Addison County a big voice 
on some of the biggest issues 
to be fielded by the 2023-2024 
Legislature, including spending, 
education finance reform, universal 
primary care, renewable energy, 
climate change, elections and 
land use policy. Addison County 
lawmakers were able to ascend the 
ranks in the Democrat-controlled 
General Assembly in part because 
of a roughly 30% turnover in 
both the House and Senate, with 

Dancin’ like its 1999
MIDDLEBURY UNION HIGH School senior Joleigh Bradford, center, joins in with other members of the Tiger dance team and lots 

of folks from the audience in a spontaneous dance party at the MUHS gym while waiting for the judges to tally up the final scores of 
Saturday’s competition. See more photos on Page 16A.

Independent photo/Steve James

Happy New Life
HEATHER BALLARD PROUDLY holds up the newest addition to her family — Jaxson Thomas 

McCormick, the first baby born at Porter Hospital in 2023. Little Jaxson arrived on Jan. 3 at 7:51 
a.m. weighing six pounds, 12 oz., to parents Heather Ballard and Nate McCormick of Middlebury 
and siblings Sophia and MyKayla. Welcome to the world, Jaxson!

Independent photo/Steve James
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By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — Two historic 

West Main Street properties 
could at some point add much 
needed housing stock to the city 
of Vergennes — one probably 
sooner than the other, according 
to the person who owns one and is 
a member of the partnership that 
owns the other. 

The buildings in question are the 
General Strong House at 54 West 
Main St. and the Haviland Shade 
Roller Mill, which overlooks Otter 
Creek at West Main’s intersection 
with Canal Street. 

David Shlansky, who has a 
number of other Vergennes real 
estate holdings including Grist 
Mill Island and several rental 
properties, is the managing 
partner of the Limited Liability 
Corporation, or LLC, that bought 
the Strong House for $252,500 in 
May. Conversion into multi-family 
units is planned.

He also purchased the Shade 
Roller Mill and its neighboring 
Annex across Canal Street on 

West Main Street for 
$150,000 in 2004. He 
has been working to fi nd 
a viable plan to develop 
it into multi-unit housing 
since then.

Shlansky last week 
told the Independent
that efforts to restore, 
permit and convert 
the 226-year-old, 
4 , 2 0 0 - s q u a r e - f o o t 
home at 54 West Main 
St. into six apartments 
or condos is probably 
further along, even if the 
timetable is uncertain.  

He said he has a 
construction crew 
working on a two-unit 
project on South Water 
Street, and when that 
work is done and the 
LLC gets permits — and 
hopefully historic preservation tax 
credits — he believes restoration 
and renovation of 54 West Main 
St. could start sometime this year.

“I’d like to get my guys over to 

54 and work on that. 
When that happens, 
now that we’re in 
calendar 2023, I’d love 
to know,” he said. “But 
we do everything we 
can every day.”

Shlansky said the 
LLC he manages has 
delayed applying for 
historic preservation 
tax credits at 54 
West Main to allow 
necessary work to the 
structure to preserve it 
before that permitting 
process begins: Once 
the historic preservation 
permit process starts 
any work to the 
structure will have to 
halt, he said.

“We have the ability 
to do anything to shore 

up and restore a single-family 
house,” Shlansky said. “That’s 
what we’re doing now. But our 
eventual plans are to apply for and 
permit a multi-family residential 

property.”
As well as work to its foundation, 

Shlansky said the house has had 
roof repairs, interior structural 
work and new wooden windows.
SHADE ROLLER MILL

Over the past 18 years Shlansky 
has also authorized plenty of work 
to the Shade Roller Mill and its 
West Main Street Annex. The 
three-story former mill and its 
one-story Annex were built in the 
late 1880s and are both listed on 
the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

Efforts at the site have included 
about $350,000 to remediate 
environmental contamination left 
over from its former uses as a mill 
and a machine shop. Another at 
least $550,000 has gone toward 
preserving the structure and other 
improvements. 

“We’ve been spending money 
on the property,” Shlansky said.

Shlansky said he currently has 
permits for 19 residential units in 
the Shade Roller building, units 

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Addison 

County residents struggling with 
fi nancial and/or health issues 
will soon have a new source for 
free, fresh produce.

It’s called “Veggie Van Go,” a 
partnership between the Vermont 
Food Bank and Porter Medical 
Center. That collaboration will 
result in a monthly visit from 
a Vermont Foodbank tractor-
trailer truck brimming with 
assorted fresh veggies — some 
of them seasonal and locally 
grown.

Sylvie Choiniere, 
Porter’s Blueprint 
Project Manager, will 
be the point person for 
the county’s Veggie 
Van Go site, which 
will be the Mount 
Abraham Union High 
School parking lot 
off Airport Road in 
Bristol. She stressed 
recipients must 
be referred to the 
program by either their primary 
care physician or a local food 
shelf/human services agency 
offi cial who’s determined the 
person or household could 
benefi t from free, fresh produce.

If you’re approved for the 
service, check out tinyurl.com/
msz7zv9c, or call 800-585-2265, 
for the date, time and other 
specifi cs about the fi rst Veggie 
Van Go delivery in Addison 
County this month.

Choiniere explained that while 
some area food shelves offer 
fresh vegetables and fruits, some 
don’t, and Veggie Van Go can 
help fi ll the void.

“Being in the middle-income 
bracket you don’t qualify for a 
lot of things, but need additional 
support,” she said. “This can 
be a really nice benefi t for 
individuals.”

The program has been steadily 
gaining popularity. Established 
in 2014, Veggie Van Go’s 
monthly deliveries are now made 
to around 25 sites throughout the 
state, including Central Vermont 
Medical Center, North Country 
Hospital, Rutland Regional 
Medical Center, Windham 

Southeast Supervisory Union 
and Springfi eld Hospital & 
Northstar Health. Several of 
the deliveries are made to — 
and reserved for — school 
communities, including the 
Rutland City School District, 
Spaulding High School and the 
Winooski School.

A vetted recipient is also 
allowed to pick up monthly 
shares for another Veggie Van 
Go client who might be ill, 
elderly or have transportation 
challenges.

“We can typically get 100 cars 
through (on a single 
delivery day), but 
that could be serving 
anywhere from 100 
to 200 families, 
depending on how 
many shares they’re 
picking up,” said 
Choiniere.

An average of 6,400 
Vermont households 
got Veggie Van Go 
food each month 

during the 12 months ending last 
September, according to Carrie 
Stahler, government and public 
affairs offi cer for the Vermont 
Foodbank.

“We’ve seen huge growth 
in this program during the 
pandemic,” she said. 

Each recipient gets a set 
amount of produce per person 
or per household, with typically 
four or fi ve different varieties in 
play each month. One monthly 
delivery might include potatoes, 
beets, squash and carrots. Some 
events might have a protein such 
as eggs, milk or yogurt, but this 
item is an extra and won’t always 
be available.

Choiniere noted Veggie Van 
Go is designed to complement 
the efforts of longstanding food 
shelves in our area.

“Prior to bringing (the 
program) to northern Addison 
County, we worked with local 
partners to ensure this was a 
value-add and not a competing 
program for our residents,” she 
said. “There was 100% buy-
in from local partners to bring 
this to the area and increase 

By JOHN S. McCRIGHT
GOSHEN/LEICESTER — After 

nearly a year of discussion, the U.S. 
Forest Service on Friday, Jan. 6, 
denied a proposal to site a hut for 
overnight hiker stays located near 
an existing campground at Silver 
Lake in the Moosalamoo National 
Recreation Area (MNRA).

But Forest Service Ranger 
Christopher Mattrick, in his Jan. 
6 ruling, maintains the MNRA is 
an appropriate area for a hut and 
he expects efforts to fi nd a site to 
continue.

“Following a thorough review 
of the public comments, resource 
specialist input, and additional 
conversations with both VHA 
(Vermont Huts Association) and the 
Moosalamoo Association (MA), 

I have decided to discontinue the 
analysis associated with the Silver 
Lake Hut Project and not approve 
the special use request for the 
proposed hut design at the proposed 
location,” Mattrick, who is ranger 
for Forest Service’s Middlebury 
District, wrote in a statement 
released Friday. “Hundreds of 
comments were received regarding 
this proposal and strong opinions 
were expressed both in opposition 
and support of the proposed Silver 
Lake Hut Project.”

The Vermont Huts Association, 
in partnership with the Moosalamoo 
Association, last year proposed 
erecting a hut near the Goshen/
Leicester town line. It would be 1.5 
stories tall and capable of hosting up 
to 10 guests in a footprint that’s less 

than 600 square feet. Guests would 
use an existing Forest Service privy 
a few hundred yards from the hut 
site. It would be designed so that 
people with mobility issues could 
use the hut. And the VHA hoped to 
give underrepresented Vermonters 
opportunities to experience the 
national forest.

In announcing his denial of 
the permit, Mattrick explained 
that no environmental, historical, 
archeological or other reviews 
revealed substantive concerns to 
prevent the siting of the proposed 
hut at the location about 300 feet 
away from the southeastern shore of 
Silver Lake, where the trail comes 
down from the Goshen trailhead. 
Nevertheless, he wrote, he agreed 
with many public comments that 
putting the VHA hut there could 
impair the experience of visitors.

“The environmental analysis 
revealed no issues of substantive 
natural resource concern or 
extraordinary circumstances related 
to the project to warrant an EA 
(Environmental Assessment (EA) 
or EIS (Environmental Impact 
Statement), nor were any concerns 
related to compliance with the 
Forest Plan identifi ed,” Mattrick 
wrote. 

“Ultimately, my decision is based 
on a determination that although 
the placement of a hut within the 
Moosalamoo National Recreation 
Area (MNRA) would be a benefi t to 
the public and the (Green Mountain 
National Forest), the proposed hut 
design and location might tangibly 
alter the experience of the users 
approaching Silver Lake on the 
Goshen and Leicester Hollow 

CORRECTION: It was great to 
see a bunch of former Middlebury 
Union High School wrestlers turn 
out at the recent Hubie Wagner 
Invitational tournament and we 
were glad to get a photo of many 
of them, which ran in last week’s 
Independent. Unfortunately, 
Donna Patterson called to tell 
us we had the wrong years of 

graduation for some of the Tiger 
alums in the photo. She told us 
that Donald Patterson graduated in 
1997, Laurent Lussier graduated in 
1991 and David Shaw graduated 
in 1981. We called David and he 
said he graduated in 1980, so we 
were even more wrong than we 
originally thought. We apologize 
for the errors.

PLANS CALL FOR 19 apartments or condos to go into the historic Shade Roller building overlooking the Otter Creek falls in Vergennes, but 
high interest rates and construction costs, plus a permitting glitch, have slowed the effort.

Independent photo/Andy Kirkaldy

Historic city properties sized up for housing
General Strong House, Haviland Shade Roller Mill eyed for apartments

Forest Service denies proposed hikers’ hut
(See Vergennes, Page 3A)

(See Hut project, Page 3A)

‘Veggie Van Go’ to 
deliver nutritious food
Free produce offered on monthly basis

(See Veggies, Page 3A)

“We’ve 
seen huge 
growth in 
this program 
during the 
pandemic.”

— Carrie 
Stahler

“We have 
the ability to 
do anything 
to shore up 
and restore a 
single-family 
house. 
That’s what 
we’re doing 
now. But 
our eventual 
plans are 
to apply for 
and permit a 
multi-family 
residential 
property.”

— David 
Shlansky

But says Moosalmoo still a good spot
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BASIC WORK TO preserve the structure of this historic General Strong House at 54 West Main St. in 
Vergennes has been done in recent months. The business partnership that owns it plans to apply to 
convert it into a multi-family property.

Independent photo/Andy Kirkaldy

that could be condos or apartments, 
a choice that will be made later. He 
said he will “determine at a later 
time what to do with the Annex.”

A few things are holding up the 
project at the moment, making it 
more likely 54 West Main St. will 
go online fi rst.

One is an issue with the state 
Division of Historic Preservation 
related to the elevated walkway 
that until late this past summer 
spanned Canal Street between the 
main Shade Roller building and the 
Annex.

An expert determined the 
walkway was a safety hazard 
due to its condition, according to 
Shlansky, and City Manager Ron 
Redmond, acting as the city’s 
Health Offi cer, agreed. Shlansky 
then had the walkway removed 
late last summer before it could fall 
down, possibly on passing vehicles 
or pedestrians.

Redmond this past Friday 
confi rmed the expert study 
concluded the walkway posed 
a hazard and said he “100%” 
supported its removal.

The question now, Shlansky 
said, is the Vermont Division of 
Historic Preservation, which has 
to sign off on historic preservation 
tax credits, has been hesitant to 

accept the change to the property. 
Discussions are ongoing on a 
retroactive permit for its removal.

“The state has told us because 
the walkway has collapsed we 
need a permit for the fact we had 
to take it down because it was a 
public safety issue,” Shlansky 
said. “So that’s more money, more 
time to get a permit. We’re in the 
process of spending that money to 
get that permit.”

If the division insists, 
replacement of the walkway could 
cost $360,000, Shlansky said, while 
according to other state offi cials its 
only permitted use would be to run 
a sprinkler conduit between two 
buildings with independent water 
supplies.  

Rising construction costs and 
interest rates further complicate 
what could be a $5.5 million 
project if one approach is taken, 
Shlansky said: If a general 
contractor was hired to oversee 
the project, assuming one can be 
found, the cost could spiral to the 
point where the project economics 
no longer make sense. 

“We’d be paying more per unit 
than they’re worth,” Shlansky said.

An alternative could be for 
Shlansky and his company to serve 
as the contractor, hire a small crew, 
and “do these units in batches,” he 

said. “We’re thinking about doing 
one fl oor at a time.”

That approach might lower the 
cost substantially, but he said it 
would mean assuming more work 
and risk.

Overall, Shlansky agreed a “fair 
takeaway” is that the timetable and 
fi nancing of the Shade Roller Mill 
project remain uncertain, but he 
remains hopeful. 

“I don’t want to create a dark 
cloud where there is none,” he said. 

In one sense he said is optimistic 
because these types of issues come 
with the territory when renovating 
older properties. Even with tax 
credits, it’s often challenging to 
make the math add up, he said. 

“With every building you end up 
putting in more than an appraiser 
says it’s worth,” Shlansky 
said. “Basically picking these 
(properties) up for free wouldn’t 
make these projects make sense.”

So why take them on? Shlansky 
said he could probably do better 
in the bond market, but he enjoys 
these projects, even if it’s time-
consuming and at times frustrating 
work. 

“I really like historic buildings, 
and I really like architecture,” he 
said. “I enjoy doing the historic 
renovations, and I hope to come 
out whole on the far end.”

Vergennes
(Continued from Page 2A)

Hut project
(Continued from Page 2A)

Trails, as well as the Silver Lake 
Campground itself. 

“This being said,” he continued, 
“I strongly believe the MNRA is 
an appropriate location for a hut, 
and the Moosalamoo Recreation 
and Education Management Area 
allows this type of recreation 
offering and opportunity according 
to management direction provided 
by the Forest Plan. Additionally, 
the issuance of a special use permit 
is the appropriate mechanism to 
enable such a recreation opportunity 
following a thorough environmental 
analysis.”

Mattrick noted there “remains 
strong interest in pursuing such an 
opportunity in the MNRA by partner 
organizations and many members 
of the public. To this end, we will 
work collaboratively with interested 
members of the public, VHA, 
and MA to locate and informally 
review potential locations for a 
hut in the MNRA in advance of a 
formal special use permit review 
and environmental analysis under 
(the National Environmental Policy 
Act).” 

Moosalamoo Association 
President Angelo Lynn lauded the 
decision and the process. 

“When we initiated this 
application to site a hut within the 

MNRA, the board spent several 
months of thoughtful consideration 
to determine what we thought would 
be the best site,” Lynn said. “We 
knew it would be controversial, as 
will any site, but also knew there was 
a thorough public process that would 
draw adequate public comment 
and participation. As a board, we 
believed in that public process.”

Asked if the Moosalamoo 
Association would pursue another 
site for a hut operated by the 
Vermont Hut Association, Lynn 
said it would. 

“The public good of a hut within 
the Moosalamoo is undeniable,” 
Lynn said. “One goal is to develop a 
through-hiking trail and hut system 
in the Green Mountains similar to 
what New Hampshire, Maine and 
many other states have. The Long 
Trail is there, but Vermont has been 
lacking a hut system, a void the 
Vermont Hut Association is seeking 
to fi ll. Plus, this is just another way 
to get visitors and area residents out 
of their homes and into the woods. 
Huts like the one proposed will 
allow many more residents to enjoy 
overnight camping, particularly 
in the winter months when cold 
weather prevents most from 
venturing outdoors overnight.”

Lynn added that the MNRA is 
a crucial location that will link an 

existing hut at Chittenden Brook 
(just east of Brandon Gap) with 
an easy day’s walk to the MNRA 
before having to cross the 24,986-
acre Bread Loaf Wilderness Area, 
the state’s largest wilderness area. 
The Long Trail traverses 17.3 miles 
through the heart of the Bread Loaf 
Wilderness from Middlebury Gap 
to Lincoln Gap and crosses 10 
peaks above 3,000 feet, but a hut 
with services can’t be built within 
that designated wilderness area.

“In going forward,” Lynn said, 
“we encourage the public to be 
involved but to understand the 
process necessitates an interested 
party to fi rst identify possible sites, 
which then leads to a Forest Service 
review of those sites for suitability, 
all before a permit can be sought.

“We hope misinformation about 
any upcoming proposal will be 
minimized as area residents more 
clearly understand the process and 
with, perhaps, renewed faith that 
the process works,” Lynn said. 

He added the Moosalamoo 
Association is a citizens’ group 
dedicated to working with the 
Forest Service to develop best uses 
of the MNRA for the public good.

“With the help of area residents 
and towns,” he said, “we look 
forward to fi nding a suitable hut site 
in the near future.”

access to fresh produce as some 
food programs may only have 
non-perishable items and limited 
fresh produce — depending on the 
season.”

Those who go for deliveries can 
get more than just food. Recipients 
can also get cooking tips and ideas 
on how to stretch their household 
food budget while mixing more 
fruits and veggies into their diet 
menu.

Stahler said the Foodbank 
depends on donations and state 
appropriations to keep Veggie Van 
Go chugging along. She said the 

Legislature provided $2 million 
to the Foodbank for its “Vermont 
Farm Produce Program,” which 
in part fi nances Veggie Van Go. 
Foodbank offi cials are requesting 
$3 million for the Farm Produce 
Program for fi scal year 2024, a 
sum they’re recommending be 
built into the base of the state’s 
annual general fund budget.

“We need the reliability of a 
long-term partnership with the 
state,” Stahler said. “We need to 
plan ahead and make sure we have 
the resources we need.”

Organizers acknowledge 
the Bristol site might not be as 

geographically convenient to some 
Addison County residents as other 
Veggie Van locations. Check out 
veggievango@vtfoodbank.org
for details on a site that might be 
closer to you than Bristol.

There’s a chance the Foodbank 
could add more Veggie Van Go 
sites in the county in the future, 
offi cials said.

“Because this is a new program, 
we’ll see how it goes, what the 
needs are and how it’s going to 
grow,” Choiniere said.

John Flowers is at johnf@
addisonindependent.com.

Veggies
(Continued from Page 2A)

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Addison 

Central School 
District (ACSD) 
Superintendent Peter 
Burrows has accepted 
the top administrative 
job for the Milton 
(Mass.) Public 
Schools, subject to 
successful contract 
talks.

The Patriot Ledger
newspaper broke this 
news Friday morning, 
Jan. 6, following 
the Milton School 
Committee’s unanimous vote 
to offer Burrows the district’s 
superintendency.

The Independent reported on 

ACSD leader lands a new job
Burrows tapped 
by Mass. school

Dec. 29 that Burrows and Mount 
Abraham Unifi ed School District 
Superintendent Patrick Reen 
were casting about for new jobs. 
Burrows, 52, confi rmed at that time 
he was a fi nalist for the Milton job, 
vacant since the Nov. 4 resignation 

of the school system’s 
former superintendent.

Burrows, during a 
brief text exchange 
with the Independent
on Friday morning, 
indicated a likely July 
transition to Milton, 
which would allow 
him to shepherd 
the ACSD through 
the balance of this 
academic year. The 
ACSD board was 
scheduled to meet on 

Monday, Jan. 9, a gathering that 
will allow Burrows to elaborate 
on his plans and set the wheels in 
motion for a superintendent search 

for the county’s largest school 
district.

It was on July 1, 2013, that 
Burrows took the administrative 
reins of the ACSD. He’d previously 
worked nine years at Willamette 
(Oregon) High School, fi rst as a 
teacher (beginning in 2004), then 
as an assistant principal before 
becoming principal in 2010.

A lot has transpired during 
his tenure at Addison Central, 
including school governance 
consolidation, transition to an 
International Baccalaureate 
curriculum, adoption of a strategic 
plan outlining the district’s 
educational priorities, the drafting 
of a facilities master plan to help 
the ACSD prioritize investments 
in its aging school buildings, and 
the withdrawal (and eventual 
reintegration) of Ripton within the 
district.

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

By ANDY KIRKALDY
MIDDLEBURY — An 

improperly stored ice-fi lled 
cooler has left Middlebury Union 
High School without the use of 
its gymnasium for the month of 
January. 

MUHS Activities Director Sean 
Farrell said school offi cials and 
organizers working the school’s 
annual Hubie Wagner Invitational 
Wrestling Tournament on Dec. 28 
and 29 left the leaking beverage 
cooler under the event’s stage over 
the weekend after the tournament 
had wrapped up. 

What they weren’t aware of, 
Farrell said, was the cooler had an 
open valve at the bottom. School 
employees didn’t discover the 
problem until they returned from 
the holiday break and found the 
water damage. 

“The drain valve wasn’t closed, 

and it sat there for two days,” 
Farrell said. 

The school’s basketball teams 
have been unable to practice or play 
games in the gym this month, nor 
will they be able to until February, 
according to Farrell. Work to repair 
the damage was set to begin on 
Wednesday, Jan. 11, and take some 
time. 

“We’re looking at probably three 
weeks,” Farrell said.

The teams have already lost home 
games: The boys’ varsity basketball 
team had to visit Fair Haven this 
past Friday instead of hosting the 
Slaters, and the Tiger girls traveled 
to Mount Abraham on Jan. 4 instead 
of entertaining the Eagles. 

Farrell has also arranged a series 
of swaps of home-and-away dates 
with the teams’ Lake Division 
rivals: Unlike simply losing a home 
date, as was the case with the Tiger 

boys’ game with Fair Haven, the 
hoop teams will simply host games 
later in the season. 

Meanwhile, basketball players 
are having to set their alarms for 
early in the morning. Practices have 
been held at 6:30 a.m. in either 
the Middlebury municipal gym 
or Middlebury College’s Pepin 
Gymnasium. 

Given the teams are in the heart 
of their schedules, the number of 
practices are limited. But Farrell 
said the situation is still a challenge 
for the athletes.

“It doesn’t come without a 
burden,” he said. 

Farrell also appreciates the 
cooperation of college and town 
offi cials in helping the teams out.

“The college is being very 
gracious, obviously, as well as Scott 
(Bourne) and Dustin (Hunt) over at 
the town gym,” he said.

BURROWS

Water damage shuts down MUHS gym
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By Alice
Leeds

Ways of
Seeing

It’s 2023 and the question is no longer “is climate 
change here” but “what is Vermont going to do to stop 
it?”

A proven way for Vermont to reduce our climate 
change-causing greenhouse gas emissions is to direct 
our utilities to stop purchasing electricity 
generated by burning fossil fuels and 
switch to electricity from local and 
regional wind, solar, and hydropower. 
We already have a law in place, the 2015 
Renewable Energy Standard, that takes 
us part way there. The next step is for 
the Vermont Legislature to take action, 
aligning us with the other New England 
states that are working towards a 100% 
renewable energy future.

As part of this renewable energy 
future, Vermont must do its part and 
commit to generating more of its own 
electricity from in-state renewables. The 
interconnected nature of New England’s 
energy grid means every kilowatt hour 
of energy from a new solar panel built 
in Vermont replaces electricity generated by natural 
gas, coal or oil somewhere else in New England. It’s 
an easy way to fi ght climate change, and failing to 
commit to building renewables in Vermont will slow 
the expansion of clean energy in the region and keep 
fossil fuel plants generating.

But there are other compelling reasons besides 

fi ghting climate change for why we should generate 
more of our own power here in Vermont.
JOBS, JOBS, JOBS

When Vermont’s renewable energy deployment 
peaked in 2016, 6,965 Vermonters were working 

directly in the renewable fi eld around the 
state (by comparison, Vermont’s largest 
private employer, UVM Medical Center, 
employs about 8,700 people). Importantly, 
the renewable sector employs people from 
a wide range of educational backgrounds 
— laborers, electricians, engineers — and 
these jobs are geographically dispersed 
throughout Vermont. The renewable sector 
is unique in that it supports broad-based 
growth for both the blue-collar and white-
collar workforce across the state.
ENDING ENVIRONMENTAL 
INJUSTICE

In 2020, Vermont ranked 49th in the 
country in terms of the share of the 
electricity that it used that it generated 
within its own borders. Vermont does not 

have a single coal, oil or natural gas-fi red power plant 
that contributes signifi cantly to our energy needs — 
and none are planned to be built. So when Vermonters 
don’t rely on in-state renewables, we are asking our 
neighbors in Quebec, New York, and throughout New 
England to bear the environmental consequences of 

Community
 Forum

This week’s writer 
is Peter Sterling, 
Executive Director 
or Renewable 
Energy Vermont, the 
trade association 
representing the 
many businesses 
working to get 
Vermont to a 100% 
renewable energy 
future.

My husband and I step out for a brisk winter stroll 
and immediately get drawn into a snowball fi ght — fi ve 
energetic kids against three adults, but we three are up 
to the challenge. Our cat Buster hops in to support us, 
simultaneously chasing and dodging snowballs.

Rick hoists shovels full of snow onto the opposing 
team. I run directly up to enemy lines, snowballs 
in hand, occasionally grazing the back of Lilli’s or 
Sam’s coat. The kids descend on us and we’re pelted, 
culminating in our clear defeat. I laugh so hard my 
stomach hurts.

It’s just the two of us during the 
holidays since Rick’s sons moved 
West, where they celebrate with 
their own families. I light Hanukah 
candles, chanting the traditional 
blessing as Rick hums along. His 
Christmas morning tradition has 
become baking and distributing 
raisin bread. I join for what Rick 
calls Christmas Day walk-around.

He wakes up early and heads for the bookshelf where 
he’ll fi nd a time-tested recipe in The Tassajara Bread 
Book, circa 1970. According to this bread bible, a 
light texture is assured by fi rst creating a fl uffy sponge 
from fl our, water, honey and yeast. Once it rises, the 
remaining ingredients are added. The kneading and 
rising process continues. When I began a gluten-free 
diet twenty years ago, bread-making become a rare 
event in our household. Now, the doughy scent of 
bread rising feels ceremonial. 

In the oven, yeast continues feeding on sugar and 
releasing tiny bubbles that puff up the bread and fi ll 
our home with a warm blanket of fragrant air. When 

the timer dings, Rick removes each loaf from the pan 
and knocks on its crust, listening for a hollow sound 
that says it’s done. He samples a single slice, steam 
rising as the slab of butter melts. Satisfi ed, he places 
the remaining loaves in a basket and we head off.

Our fi rst stop is across the street. Rick knocks on 
the front door and Jim appears, gifting us with a CD 
he compiled of some new, innovative music we’ll 
enjoy later today while preparing Christmas dinner. 
Jim’s wife Gioia may appear with a gluten-free gift, 
as neither she nor I can partake in raisin bread. This 

year, Rick baked them a gluten-free 
applesauce cake.

The Sharpe family next door is 
out, probably with Matt’s parents, 
so we head over to the Steele’s. 
They caution us not to enter: their 
entire household of fi ve is down 
with a stomach fl u. We deposit our 
bread quickly and move on; later 
that day, they’ll bring us homemade 

cookies and preserves. 
“I threw up last night,” little Emma will announce 

as she hands us a bag of goodies.
Back on the walk-around, Gert Bingham’s place 

was usually our next stop.
Gert always had a jar of homemade chutney or jam 

waiting for us when we arrived. She’d be setting a long 
table for her many children and grandchildren, who 
would arrive that afternoon, each with a contribution 
to the meal. Gert died this past fall at 92. As we pass 
her house, we note the remains of her last vegetable 
garden. Her giant poppies were legendary. We wonder 

I was disappointed to read about 
Superintendent Burrow’s denial 
of Michelle Steele’s sabbatical 
request. While I don’t know Ms. 
Steele, she strikes me as an asset 
to our district and community 
and is to be commended for her 
prestigious Fulbright award. While 
staffi ng and fi nancial concerns 
are legitimate, I wasn’t persuaded 
by Superintendent Burrow’s 
rationale of the lack of a defi ned 
process to award sabbaticals and 
the slippery slope argument (a 
concern that too many teachers 
would apply for sabbatical). 
Isn’t it the superintendent’s job 
to recommend an approach to 
equitably and thoughtfully manage 
such a situation?

James Cryan
Cornwall

Being a vegan 
helps everyone

“Isn’t man an amazing animal? 
He kills wildlife — birds, 
kangaroos, deer, all kinds of cats, 
coyotes, beavers, groundhogs, 
mice foxes and dingoes — by 
the million in order to protect his 
domestic animals and their feed. 
Then he kills domestic animals 
by the billion and eats them. This 
is turn kills man by the million, 
because eating all those animals 
leads to degenerative — and 
fatal — health conditions like 
heart disease, kidney disease. and 
cancer. So then man tortures and 
kills millions more animals to 
look for cures for these diseases. 
Elsewhere, millions of other 
human beings are being killed 
by hunger and malnutrition 
because food they could eat is 
being used to fatten domestic 
animals. Meanwhile, some people 
are dying of sad laughter at the 
absurdity of man, who kills so 
easily and so violently, and once 
a year sends out cards praying for 
“Peace on Earth.”

— C. David Coats

If every human was a vegan 
(eating no animal products) for 
just one day every week, it would 
make a positive change for one’s 
own health, for the health of our 
dying planet, as well as the well-
being of the animals.

Baby steps like this add up!
Jenn Nixon
Middlebury

State’s pension 
plans in peril

As Legislators search for monies 
to fund their priorities this coming 
session, they may do well to 
re-examine the teachers and state 
employees pension plans. 

The state pension plans are 
terribly underfunded. Last year 
an effort was made to rescue the 
underfunded plans. In January 
a Pension Benefi ts, Design and 
Funding Task Force, created by 
the legislature, presented their 
best ideas for plan revisions. 
Treasurer Beth Pearce and House 
Speaker Jill Krowinski moved 
these recommendations forward 
to the legislature. The changes 
were robust and were designed 
to preserve the pension plans and 
bring hope that future contributions 
to the programs would be better 
controlled. 

The Task Force 
recommendations were put aside 
after strong push back from the two 
unions representing the employees 
of these programs. In its place a 
few tepid revisions to the plans 
were enacted, and the legislature 
approved an unprecedented amount 
of money, a half a billion dollars, 
$300 million from the General 
Fund plus an extra, one-time $200 
million from budget surpluses 
and federal dollars, to fund 
the programs. This signifi cant 
contribution was their solution to 
the underfunding problem. Think 
of it like pouring a cold bucket of 
water on someone’s head to cure a 
high fever. One time overfunding 
will not cure the ill patient.

Recent high infl ation, which 
increases future costs (health 
insurance premiums and projected 
benefi t payments), combined with 
disappointing investment returns 

Cowlick
THE TOP OF a 70-foot tree leaning against the back side of a Middlebury home looks like an 

unruly forelock from the front of the Benedict Lane apartment house. A crew from Sargent’s Tree 
Service gave the pine a haircut on Tuesday and the scene was returned to normal.

 Independent photo/Steve James

As Gov. Phil Scott delivered his fourth inaugural address last 
Thursday, the good news is that the state continues to be fl ush with cash 
thanks to generous amounts of federal aid. With those surplus funds, 
Scott said he would again champion programs that tackled the lack of 
affordable housing and accessible childcare, while promoting small 
mom-n-pop businesses and expanding broadband access. 

Scott was optimistic in his speech suggesting the past couple of 
years of federal funding has put the state in “an incredible position to 
make the most of this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity offered by historic 
federal aid and record state surpluses.”

But while Scott’s vision of what the state could achieve was 
practically giddy, the reality is that Vermont continues to struggle with 
very basic issues: fi rst, we have yet to recover jobs lost to the pandemic 
and remain below the state’s pre-pandemic employment level — a 
shocking failure for a Republican governor intent on growing jobs and 
in a state that should be a climate haven; second, the state hasn’t put an 
effective dent in affordable housing — yes, we’ve added some housing 
units but not near enough, nor fast enough and the basic underlying 
factors haven’t changed; third, basic programs like heating assistance 
and family leave policies have been vetoed by Scott in the past six 
years making the cost of living here too high for many working families 
and causing young Vermonters to seek opportunities out-of-state.

What Scott has done is stay true to his “make Vermont affordable” 
campaign theme these past three terms, but too often that theme is a 
ruse to veto bold ideas that could lead to progress. 

Six years in, voters will want to know if Scott’s rhetoric matches reality. 
If it doesn’t, they’ll start searching for someone whose actions will.

Angelo Lynn

Middlebury area residents should take note of upcoming public 
information meetings that will review four proposed scenarios for 
upgraded or new facilities for Middlebury’s Ilsley Library. The four 
proposals range from a $5.5 million renovation of the current building 
on Main Street to a new $23 million proposal on a new site — with it 
being the possible anchor of the once-proposed EDI property behind the 
library as the preferred choice.

The public hearings are set for Tuesday, Jan. 17 at 7 p.m. in Ilsley’s 
community room. Another meeting will be held on Friday, Jan. 20 via 
zoom. (See story on Page 1A.)

The proposals are in their early stages. No building design work has 
been done, so cost estimates are preliminary and based on approximate 
space needs as well as costs to manage the transition, but what has been 
well researched is the need for more space.

The current building at 99 Main Street is 99 years old. Its spaces are 
outdated for today’s library use and inadequate for many of today’s 
student and early childhood programs. Library offi cials say they need 
an additional 6,000 space feet of space to a total of 24,000-square-feet. 
That would allow the library to double space for children’s programs, 
better ensure safety and accessibility, offer more meeting rooms, more 
work areas for library staff and more restrooms.

There are, however, no easy solutions. Each proposal is costly and 
each has its own set of drawbacks. 

The complexity of the various proposals makes attending one of these 
public hearings extremely benefi cial, almost crucial, if residents are to 
play an effective role in helping guide the way.

Be there on Tuesday, Jan. 17 if you can, or tune in online via Zoom, 
Friday, Jan. 20 at us02web.zoom.us/j/81862472831 at noon. Your input 
will help library offi cials and town leaders choose the best path forward.

Angelo Lynn

Either of two proposed changes to the Addison Central School 
District charter would make the district more responsive to voters — a 
move the public should appreciate. The proposals are a response to 
initiatives by the Save our Schools group, which is seeking a larger 
voice in any decision to potentially close the elementary school of a 
member town.

Key to both proposals is including a public vote, rather than just 
relying on a supermajority of the school board to make the decision. 
To that end, the ACSD board will hold a vote at its Monday, Feb. 13 
meeting (see story on Page 1A) that will offer three scenarios: 

• One calling for any school closure to be decided by a supermajority 
of the ACSD board and a majority of voters in the host town; 

• Another calling for a supermajority of the ACSD board and a 
majority of voters across all seven district towns; 

• And a third option to keep the status quo where a supermajority of 
the board can determine the fate of any school without a public vote. 

The goal of this exercise should be to keep the district’s elementary 
schools as strong and vibrant as they can be. Valid arguments of how 
to achieve school excellence can be made on both sides — through 
consolidation and those added resources, or by maintaining small 
schools in towns that are committed to having them excel. 

Either of the fi rst two board options provide district towns adequate 
protection of their elementary schools if they can muster the local 
support to keep them strong, while also providing an effective tool to 
close a school if local support is thin. 

If either of the fi rst two options are the board’s decision, it will have 
listened well to district voters these past two years. 

Angelo Lynn

Ilsley  L ib rary  needs v oters’  input

G ov .  Scott’ s v ision v s reality
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Our nurse Ann Gibbons provides caring
support to elders and families.

Worried about an older loved one?
We have the help you need.

Your Partner
in Eldercare

Elderly Services
Supporting Elders and Families since 1981

112 Exchange St., Midd., Vt.  |  802-388-3983
www.elderlyservices.org

80th Birthday
Card Shower

Help us celebrate 
June Adams Fiske’s 80th birthday

on January 23, 2023!
Send cards to: 

317 Charles Avenue, Middlebury, VT 05753, 
or email a note to 

jfiske@myfairpoint.net.

We love you Mom/Grandma June!

our need for electricity — land 
flooded for hydropower, the danger 
of living next to a nuclear power 
plant, air pollution from coal, oil 
and natural gas fired power plants, 
etc.
MORE ENERGY 
INDEPENDENCE 

When we build new renewables, 
we further insulate ourselves from 
the price shocks that other states 
experience from the volatile fossil 
fuel market. Rising fossil fuel 
prices since the war in the Ukraine 
began have caused electric rates 
to go up 8% nationally and some 
ratepayers in New Hampshire to 
see their bills go up $70 a month. 
On the other hand, when a new 
solar project is built in Vermont, 
the rates are locked in for 10 to 20 
years, which means we know what 
we are going to pay for this power, 
unlike the price of electricity from 
fossil fuels, which are impacted 

by foreign politics, supply chain 
disruptions, freakishly cold 
winters, transportation costs and 
more.

Luckily, the Inflation Reduction 
Act signed by President Biden this 
past summer has given Vermont 
a once-in-a-generation chance to 
get hundreds of millions of dollars 
in federal money over the next 
decade to make the transition to 
renewables even more affordable 
and help us kick our addiction to 
electricity made from burning 
fossil fuels. 

Even before the Inflation 
Reduction Act, Vermont was well 
on its way to meeting our existing 
goal of 75% renewables by 2032 
while maintaining the second-
lowest electricity rates in New 
England. Given the decreasing 
price of installing solar power over 
the last decade and the millions 
in tax credits available from the 
federal government to go solar, 

there is no reason to believe that 
creating a plan for sensibly sized 
and located renewables would 
cause a noticeable increase to 
our electric bills. Updating our 
Renewable Energy Standard now to 
get Vermont to a 100% renewable 
energy future would give an 
important signal to the marketplace 
that Vermont is serious about 
meeting the challenge of climate 
change.

Community Forum
(Continued from Page 4A)

who took in her cat Olga, who only 
calmed down in Gert’s presence.

We move on.
The last place we deliver bread 

is always the Urich’s. Mitra will 
insist we sit down for Persian tea 
while they sample Rick’s still-
warm bread. She and Gary offer us 
a buffet of holiday goodies, and I 
reach for the chewy Persian nougat 
called Gaz. Since Covid, we’re 
more cautious, but today we can’t 
resist a visit. Their daughter Sierra 
is here with her boyfriend Brian, 
and we want all the details about 
the acceptance of her film Joonam 
into the Sundance Film Festival. 
Sierra’s film tells the story of three 
generations of Iranian women in 

her family. We can’t wait to see it.
Because the day is lovely, 

we drop the basket at home and 
continue our walk-around with 
Buster, exploring the spacious 
backyards on Maple Street.

Walks around our neighborhood 
became a lifeline during the depths 
of Covid. The only face-to-face 
social life we had was running into 
neighbors who likewise stepped 
out for a breath of air or to shovel 
their driveways or rake their yard 
or walk into town on errands. 

When I moved to Bristol from 
Pittsburgh three decades ago, I 
thought I’d miss the anonymity of 
urban living, the invisibility that 
cloaks you in a cafe or walking 
down the street. With so many 

people in close proximity, it was 
impossible to know everyone 
next door. This not-being-known 
offered a certain freedom. I felt 
uneasy about revealing my flaws 
to the people living right beside 
me. But now, as I stroll through 
Bristol and interact with friendly 
neighbors, some whom I’ve 
known for decades, I feel part of 
something bigger and better than 
any one of us.

Alice Leeds of Bristol taught 
in a variety of private and public 
schools and colleges for 40 years. 
Presently retired, she tries to 
engage in some useful endeavor 
each day. She enjoys hearing from 
readers at aleeds@gmavt.net.

Ways of Seeing
(Continued from Page 4A)

on reserves have mitigated last 
year’s half-billion-dollar effort. 
In fact, it’s possible, even likely, 
that actuaries will recommend an 
increased allocation in the coming 
session.

Pensions are a promise to 
pay lifetime income to vested 
employees, once retired. The 
state also has an obligation to pay 
retired teachers’ and state workers’ 
health plans. These health plan 
costs are also included under 
the pension funding formula. 
The formula used to tabulate the 
lifetime income benefit uses the 
employees’ last years of income 
along with years of service. The 
state has a pool of money that is 
dedicated to funding these future 
pension plan commitments and to 
pay current retirees benefits. There 
is a huge gap between what the 
state has available in these reserves 
and what is needed to meet its 
obligation thus, the underfunding. 
General Fund Pension allocations 
have been accelerating rapidly in 
recent years to try and address this 
funding gap. What goes unsaid, 
when discussing this issue, is its 
impact increasing pension funding 
is having on dealing with other state 
priorities, to say nothing of possibly 
returning dollars to Vermont 
taxpayers with lower taxes.

Let’s put the costs of the state’s 
pension plans in perspective. 
Last year’s $300 million pension 

Baser letter
(Continued from Page 4A)

Montpelier’s new Senator 
Pro Tempore Phil Baruth 
has now segued from minor 
abortion rights to “trans youth 
who are trying to figure out 
their identities” rights in early 
December as can be heard on the 
Morning Drive radio interview.

It is not surprising that Senator 
Baruth, and other proponents of 
the passage of Article 22, refused 
to engage in this conversation 
prior to the Nov. 8 vote, 
leaving parents unaware of the 
ramifications for their children.

Senator Baruth was emphatic 
when asked about family 
involvement, “If they’re a minor, 
they’re gonna need their family 
involved. So, this discussion 
we’ve had with abortion for 
years. The place where it gets 
sticky is where someone’s family 
is hostile to, in one case the idea 
of aborting a child. The other 
case, affirming gender identity 
and that’s where this discussion 
generates.”  

Government should have no 
authority to deem parents hostile 
and strip them of their rights 
and responsibilities regarding 
their children’s reproductive 
experiences outside of a court. 
Children and their families are 
being permanently harmed by the 
current gender ideology activism.

On October 20, 2022, the NHS 
of England published, “Public 

consultation. Interim service 
specification for specialist gender 
dysphoria services for children 
and young people.” This study 
came after “The Tavistock 
gender clinic is facing mass 
legal action from youngsters 
who claim they were rushed 
into taking life-altering puberty 
blockers. Lawyers expect about 
1,000 families to join a medical 
negligence lawsuit alleging 
vulnerable children have been 
misdiagnosed and placed on a 
damaging medical pathway.”

The NHS of England’s findings 
did not include “hostile parents.”

“It was established in response 
to a complex and diverse range of 
issues including: 

1. A significant and sharp rise 
in referrals. In 2021/22 there 
were over 5,000 referrals into the 
Gender Identity Development 
Service (GIDS) run by the 
Tavistock and Portman NHS 
Foundation Trust. This compares 
to just under 250 referrals in 
2011/12. 

2. Marked changes in the types 
of patients being referred, which 
are not well understood There 
has been a dramatic change in 
the case mix of referrals from 
predominantly birth-registered 
males to predominantly birth-
registered females presenting 
with gender incongruence in 
early teen years. Additionally, 

a significant number of 
children are also presenting 
with neurodiversity and other 
mental health needs and risky 
behaviors which require careful 
consideration and need to be 
better understood. 

3. Scarce and inconclusive 
evidence to support clinical 
decision-making. This has led 
to a lack of clinical consensus 
on what the best model of 
care for children and young 
people experiencing gender 
incongruence and dysphoria 
should be; and a lack of 
evidence to support families 
in making informed decisions 
about interventions that may 
have life-long consequences.”

In America, Chloe Cole is 
planning to sue Kaiser one of 
the nation’s largest medical 
groups. Chloe alleges that 
Kaiser Permanente coerced 
her into transgender medical 
treatment, describing her 
experience as grossly negligent 
and resulting in permanent 
mutilation and damage to her 
body: “I made an adult decision 
as a child.”

Laws that kick parents out 
of the village regarding their 
child’s reproductive experiences 
and choices will have negative 
consequences, guaranteed. 

Carol Kauffman
Addison

Letters to the Editor

Parents being harmed by gender ideology activism

College must help manage student ‘party houses’
A question, and a challenge for 

Middlebury College, regarding 
its purported commitment to 
community, environment, and 
“exemplary land stewardship.”

Is Middlebury College’s 
stewardship commitment limited 
to the boundaries of its own lands, 
or does said commitment also 
extend into the greater community 
in which its faculty and students 
also have impact?

If Middlebury College 
asserts that yes, its stewardship 
sensibility extends into the 
broader community as well, 
then this community member 
is challenging the institution 
to take more responsibility 

regarding the management of 
its off-campus transient student 
population. More specifically, 
“Party Houses” and the related 
garbage and refuse that litter our 
streets, embankments, and the 
Otter Creek.

Look no further than the 
periphery of the property 
located at 14 Cross Street to 
fully understand the offensive 
and disrespectful nature of the 
situation (just around the corner 
from the College President’s 
residence). We can agree that 
landlords certainly have a 
critical responsibility to manage 
their properties and tenants in 
this context, but so should the 

host college responsible for 
introducing this shameful and 
disrespectful behavior into its 
host community.

If on the other hand Middlebury 
College asserts that it assumes no 
stewardship commitment outside 
of the confines of its own land 
holdings, then I would call out 
the hypocrisy, and challenge the 
college to step-up and take greater 
responsibility (and pride) of and 
within the greater community with 
which it resides. Please be a good 
neighbor Middlebury College, 
see something, say something, do 
something.

Jim Bruce
Middlebury

Petition seeks to bring ACSD voters back into fold

allocation made plan funding 
Vermont’s fifth largest General Fund 
allocation (this does not include 
the $200,000 from federal dollars 
and state surplus). We dedicated 
more to the pension plans than our 
combined Higher Education and 
Natural Resource General Fund 
allocations. The pension plans cover 
about 42,000 participants (current 
and future retirees, figures taken 
from the Task Force report). One 
must ask if this growing budget 
allocation is warranted considering 
all the programs vying for limited 
state resources. 

Having a pension is a valuable 
benefit, one worth preserving. 
There are ways out of this dilemma 
without terminating the pension 
system. Enacting all the Task 
Force’s recommendations would be 
an excellent start. 

Poor management of these 
programs in the 1980s and ’90s, 
lower-than-projected investment 
returns, and plan demographic 
change are a major cause of the 
current problems. 

The information needed to 
change the pensions provisions is 
available to the legislature (google 
Vermont Pension Benefits, Design, 
and Funding Task Force). So is the 
prognosis for the program’s future 
if tough decisions are not made. 
Democrat leadership, with their 
super majority, could take action to 
halt to the escalating pension costs. 
Or… our legislature could kick the 
can down the road and risk more 
severe consequences for all of us in 
the future.

Fred Baser
Bristol

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: The Addison Independent encourages readers to write 
letters to the editor. We believe a newspaper should be a community forum for people to 
debate issues of the day

Because we believe that accountability makes for responsible debate, we will print 
signed letters only. Be sure to include an address and telephone number, too, so we can 
call to clear up any questions.

If you have something to say, send it to: Letters to the Editor, Addison Independent, 58 
Maple St., Middlebury, VT 05753. Or email to news@addisonindependent.com.

How connected do you feel with 
your local school board?

Do you know their names? 
When their meetings are held? 
What they’ll be voting on next?

If there were a vote to close 
the school in your town, are you 
certain you would know ahead of 
time?

This month, the Board of the 
Addison Central School District 
will be considering whether to 
bring voters back into the fold.

A petition sits before them, 
signed by over 500 district 
residents, asking them to give 
voters a choice: What should 
school closure require?

1) A vote of the town, whose 
school would then shut its doors? 

Or 
2) A vote of the district, as a 

whole?
The petition asks the board to let 

voters decide between these two 
paths. It recognizes that while we, 
as citizens, may not always find 
time to keep up with our board, 
the question of school closure is, 
nevertheless, still near and dear 
to our hearts. It asks that we, the 
voters, be entrusted to choose 
how we will honor the weightiest 
decisions we may be called upon 
to make.

The board has an opportunity 
to take this question to the 
voters, acknowledging that some 
decisions are too important to 
be made at a distance. Nowhere 

could that be more true than on the 
question of how we decide which 
schools may be shuttered and 
which will remain. If the petition 
is denied, it will be a sign that 
the board would prefer to shape 
school closure decisions on its 
own.

If that happens, then voters 
will have one more opportunity 
to weigh in. This March, as 
voters weigh their choices among 
school board candidates, they can 
seek out and support candidates 
who believe in the value of 
empowering citizens, to help 
shape the future of our district — 
especially when it matters most.

Chris Kramer
Cornwall

Letters can be found on 4A, 5A, 7A.

Middlebury, VT

Hop on in, this weekend ...
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If you want a monument - get it from a monument dealer!

Celebrating 92 years | 1930-2022

57 Main St., New Haven   |   802-453-3433 
CleggsMemorials.com    |   info@cleggsmemorials.com

WE DO OUR OWN
Dra� ing  •  Lettering  •  Sandblast 

Cleaning   •   Foundations
Setting  •  Restoration

EXPERIENCE  |  QUALITY  |  VALUE

Family owned and operatedFamily owned and operated
Addison county’s ONLY full ONLY full ONLY

service monument companyservice monument company

C LEGGS 
M E MORIALS

BARRE 
GRANITE

ASSOCIATION
RETAIL

MEMBER

Affordable Cremation  
& Burial Plans 

The only on-site crematory in Addison County. 
Locally owned & operated by Walter Ducharme

Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral Home  
117 South Main St. Middlebury, VT  

802-388-2311
sandersonfuneralservice.com

Peace of Mind
is Knowing Your Loved One 

Never Leaves Our Care

ObituariesADDISON
COUNTY

Glen Alan Deyette, 74, of Vergennes

173 Court St. • Middlebury, VT
Roxanna Emilo

Broker/Realtor/Owner
Office: (802)388-4440   
Cell: (802)349-9837

EmiloVTRealEstate.com
emilovtrealestate@gmail.com

Let Us Sell or Find Your Roost!

 MIDDLEBURY - $315,000
Former 3-bedroom ranch home converted 
into two rental units. One unit rented, 
other is vacant. It would easily be restored 
to a one-family home. Many upgrades: 
new windows, siding, heating system, 
natural gas, three new porches and more! 
Convenient Middlebury location within 
walking distance to schools and shopping. 
Vacant apartment has been freshly 
painted and is move-in ready. Hardwood 
floors with fireplace. Lovely back yard with 
attached garage. MLS# 4939659

BRISTOL - $130,000 
30 acres of beautiful mountain land. Two 
nice brooks come through a deer yard 
of hemlock trees. Various hardwoods 
scattered throughout the property 
including a sugarbush. Peaceful, tranquil 
and secluded. Endless opportunities. 
Includes survey and septic design, road 
upgrades in process. Actual taxes to be 
determined. Owner financing available.
MLS# 4886351  

Thank you for being the truest 
companion to me and our family 
over the last 11.5 years. We’ve toured 

the Pacific and Atlantic 
coasts together, run, 
hiked and skied 
countless miles of 
trails, pranced in 
hundreds of rivers, 
fished in dozens of 
waters. You moved 
across the country 
with us, were there 
for our largest adult 
milestones and part of 
our every day. 

The world looks empty 
without you in it and it’s 

a struggle to find the same 
joy in those adventures we’ve 

always done together. 
But we know you’re still with us 
and always will be. We’ll see you 
in the glimmer of the water, the 
sparkle on freshly fallen snow, and 
feel your presence in the woods when 
you look into the groves and have 
that feeling that you’re not  
in fact alone.
May your new world be full of 
squirrels to chase, stocked full 
of shallow fish in the ponds and 
may you never have to live through 
another thunderstorm or fireworks 
show.
Love you to Pluto and back,  
Muffin Face

Dearest Trudy Muffin,

— Christy, Sam, Woody & Naomi

VERGENNES — It is with 
heavy hearts that we announce 
the passing of Glen Alan Deyette 
on Dec. 28, 2022, at the age of 74. 
He passed away in the comfort of 
his own home with his loving wife 
and family by his side.

Glen was born on July 21,1948, 
in Burlington, Vt., to Ellen and 
Richard Deyette. He grew up in 
Winooski and Burlington and 
graduated from Burlington High 
School.

Glen is survived by his devoted 
wife and partner of 45 years, 
Leisa (Aunchman) Deyette; 
daughters Julie (Mark) Parent, 
Tammy (Jason) Bluto, and 
Angela Deyette; grandchildren 
Shane, Scottie, Nick, Chrystian, 
Joe, Chris, and Kianna; great-
grandchildren Karly, Skyler, 
Chace, Brooke, Mya and Ava; 
siblings Julie (Wes) Larkin, Steve 
Deyette, Sheri (Bruce) Willette, 
and Dean (Becky) Deyette; in-
laws Alroy (Marilyn) Aunchman, 
Sis (Michael) Babcock, Pam 
(Richard) Maynard, Cheryl 
(George) Cox, and several nieces 
and nephews. 

His brother-in-law, Elroy 

FERRISBURGH — The Lord 
helped James Michael Hatch, 67, 
of West Ferrisburgh depart the 
Earth peacefully at his home on 
Dec. 29, 2022. James, or Mike as 
most knew him, was born at Porter 
Medical Center in Middlebury on 
April 18, 1955, to Gerald Hatch Sr. 
and Anna Mae (Coyle) Hatch. 

Mike graduated from Vergennes 
Union High School in 1973, where 
he participated in cross country, 
soccer, track, and wrestling, the 
latter of which he was known as the 
guy to beat with a record of 18-2-0 
and prevailed as State Champion 
for his weight class.

Growing up on the Hatch 
family farm is where Mike’s love 
of fishing, hunting, and trapping 
started with his brothers and 
nephew Jason. Mike found his 

HUDSON, N.H. — Marilyn T. 
Kelly, formerly of Middlebury, 
VT, passed away in her sleep in 
the early morning hours of Friday, 
Dec. 30, 2022, after a period of 
declining health. She was born on 
Oct. 3,1937, in Worcester, Mass., 
to John and Frances (O’Connor) 
Kelly, the third of their five 
children. 

Marilyn raised six children, 
and over the years had been 
employed with the New England 
Telephone Company, enjoyed 
working in retail, and capped off 
her professional life with several 
years in the office of Public 
Safety at Middlebury College. In 
Middlebury, she also volunteered 
with the Meals on Wheels program 
and the Festival on the Green. 

Marilyn spent over 30 years as 
a Middlebury-area resident, where 
she lived happily amongst many 
wonderful neighbors and friends. 
Despite living in a land-locked 
state, her immense passion for 
the ocean never wavered and she 
greatly cherished her trips to the 
coast, be it Cape Cod or Aruba. In 
her spare time, Marilyn enjoyed 
getting out for a walk or a bike 
ride and played tennis in her earlier 
years. She will be remembered for 

BRISTOL/CHESTER — Marie 
Elizabeth Noyes, 91, formerly of 
Bristol, Vt., passed away Tuesday, 
Jan. 3, 2023, at Springfield 
Hospital.

She was born Sept. 10, 1931, in 
Middlebury the daughter of Harold 
and Mildred (Allen) Carpenter.

She was a member of St. 
Ambrose Church in Bristol and 
Bristol American Legion. She was 
a country girl who loved her cats 
and birds, spending time outdoors 
and being independent.

She was predeceased by her 
husband, Robert Noyes, daughter 
Bonnie, her brothers and her sister.

Marie is survived by her 
children, Robert Noyes Jr. and 
Robin Prepost, both of Chester; 

15 grandchildren; 21 great-
grandchildren; several nieces, 
nephews and cousins.

Visiting hours will be held on 
Friday, Jan. 13, from 5 to 7 p.m., 
at Brown-McClay Funeral Home 
in Bristol. A mass of Christian 
burial will be celebrated 11 a.m. on 
Saturday, Jan. 14, at St. Ambrose 
Church in Bristol. Interment will 
be in Mt. St. Joseph Cemetery in 
Bristol in the spring. In lieu of 
flowers contributions may be made 
to Homeward Bound Addison 
County Humane Society, 236 
Boardman St., Middlebury, VT 
05753. 

To send online condolences 
to her family please visit www.
brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com.◊

GLEN ALAN DEYETTE

Aunchman and his partner Melissa 
Sullivan, and Elroy’s children 
Brittany, Tamara, Maranda, and 
Jacob, were incredibly special to 
him and were a treasured part of 
his life. 

Glen was predeceased by his 
parents, Ellen and Richard Deyette; 
brothers Rick and Dana Deyette; 
and sister Frances Deyette.

Nothing meant more to Glen 
than spending time with family. 
He had a contagious laugh and 

the sweetest smile ever. He loved 
to reminisce and was an amazing 
storyteller. Whether you knew him 
as husband, dad, brother, uncle, 
grandpa, or friend, he loved each 
and every one of his family and 
friends with all of his heart.

Along with visiting with family 
and friends, he also enjoyed 
building model cars and collecting 
trains. His favorite baseball team 
was the New York Yankees. 
He loved to play Kismet and 
Monopoly and was always willing 
to challenge anyone to a game.

Inspired by his favorite band, 
The Beatles, he saved up his 
money, bought his first bass guitar, 
and taught himself how to play and 
sing just by listening to music. He 
went on to play in several local 
bands, most notably Excalibur, 
which had a large following.

Glen worked for many years as 
warehouse foreman at Harrington 
Brothers and was very proud of the 
position he held there.

We will forever cherish all the 
memories and his unconditional 
love in our hearts.

A celebration of life will be held 
at a later date. ◊

Marilyn T. Kelly, 85, formerly of Middlebury

MARILYN KELLY

her strength of character, easy-
going nature, and her beautiful, 
bright blue eyes. Family and many 
friends will miss her dearly.

Marilyn is survived by her 
children, sons Patrick Sullivan 
(Jacqueline) of Yarmouth Port, 
Mass., Timothy Sullivan of 
Honolulu, Hawaii, and Garret 
Sullivan (Hyunju) of South 
Burlington, Vt.; daughters Patrice 
Paquette (Mike) of New Haven, 
Vt., Tara Sargent (Basil) of 
Hudson, N.H., and Erin Sullivan of 
Middlebury, Vt., as well as seven 
grandchildren. 

Additionally, she leaves behind 
her brother David Kelly (Kathy) 
of West Boylston, Mass., and 
sister, Anne-Marie Fabeny (Ed) of 
Arlington, Va.; sisters-in-law Ellen 
Kelly of Middlebury, Vt., and Jean 
Kelly of Baton Rouge, La., along 
with many nieces and nephews. 

Marilyn was predeceased by 
older brothers Robert and John 
Kelly and her former husband, 
Ronald Sullivan. 

Per her wishes, there will not be 
a formal service and a celebration 
of her life will be held at a later 
date. 

In lieu of flowers, donations 
may be made in Marilyn’s name 
to Elderly Services Inc. (P.O. Box 
581, Middlebury, VT 05753) or 
Gateways Community Services 
(144 Canal St., Nashua, NH 
03064). 

Those we love don’t go away, 
they walk beside us every day, 
unseen, unheard, but always near, 
still loved, still missed and very 
dear. ~Irish Proverb

The Cremation Society of New 
Hampshire has been entrusted 
with arrangements. To view an 
online tribute, leave a message of 
condolence or for more information 
please visit www.csnh.com. ◊ 

James Michael Hatch, 67, of Ferrisburgh

JAMES MICHAEL HATCH

love of providing for his family 
and community through carpentry 
which he made a career, starting J. 

Michael Hatch Carpentry.
Mike is survived by his wife, 

Lucy Van Dyk; brothers Albert 
White of Ferrisburgh, Gerald Hatch 
Jr. (Christine) of Middlebury, 
and Patrick Hatch (Sue) of West 
Ferrisburgh; his children, Katherine 
and fiancé Chris of Vergennes, and 
Jared and partner Joel of New York 
City; as well as his grandchildren 
Caleb, Anna Mae, and Zoey. Mike 
also leaves behind his stepchildren 
Rick, Michael, Daniel, Rachel, and 
their families.

Mike is predeceased by his 
mother (Anna Mae), father (Gerald 
Sr.) and brother Giles Peter Hatch.

A Mass of Christian burial will 
be held on Jan. 21 at 11 a.m. at 
St. Peter’s Catholic Church with 
a celebration of life after at the St. 
Peter’s parish hall. ◊

Marie Elizabeth Noyes, 75, of Bristol

MARIE ELIZABETH NOYES

FUNERAL
MEMORIAL 
SERVICE
CREMATION
PRE-PLANNING    
 SERVICES

BROWN-McCLAY
FUNERAL HOMES

BRISTOL
802-453-2301

VERGENNES
802-877-3321

brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com

The Independent will publish paid 
obituaries and free notices of passing. 
Paid obituaries cost 25 cents per word 
and will be published, as submitted, on 
the date of the family’s choosing. For 
those who do not wish to purchase 
an obituary, the Independent offers 
a free notice of passing up to 100 
words, subject to editing by our news 
department. Photos (optional) with 
either paid obituaries or free notices 
cost $10 per photo. Obituaries may be 
emailed to obits@addisonindependent.
com.

Submissions must be received by 
11 a.m. on Wednesday for publication 
in the Thursday paper and 11 a.m. 
on Friday for Monday’s paper. 
Email obits@addisonindependent.
com or call 802-388-4944 for more 
information.

Obituary Guidelines
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254 Ethan Allen Highway, New Haven (Route 7)  |  P.O. Box 754, Middlebury 05753  |  802-388-7259  |  ACHHH.org 

Now offering skilled outpatient physical therapy and speech language pathology 
services close to home from the licensed professionals you know and trust!

Introducing… Addison County Outpatient Therapy

• Specialized services for patients living with Parkinson’s Disease (LSVT BIG and LSVT Loud)
• Vestibular rehabilitation therapy.     • Gait and balance training.

• Motor re-education for patients with neurological deficits.
• Muscle strengthening and pain management following orthopedic injury or surgery.

Call now to schedule a complimentary 10 minute telephone call
to discuss how ACHHH can help you meet your lifestyle goals.

34 MAIN ST., 
SUITE 1

VERGENNES,
VT 05491

(802) 870-7170

 

Don’t miss out!Don’t miss out!
Schedule your Free 15 Minute 

Consultation Today!
All major insurances are accepted. Including: 

We service ALL makes
and models of hearing aids

You’ll Like 
What You 

Hear.

ObituariesADDISON
COUNTY

Rebecca June Orvis Fifield, 87, of Middlebury
MIDDLEBURY — Rebecca June 

Orvis Fifield, 87, of Middlebury 
passed away early Sunday morning, 
Jan. 8, 2023, at the Estuary Room, 
UVM Porter Medical Center, 
surrounded by her loving family.

Rebecca was born June 3, 1935, 
in Burlington, Vt. She grew up in 
South Starksboro, Vt., and was 
the daughter of Sherman and Irene 
Atkins Orvis.

Rebecca graduated from the 
University of Vermont with a 
bachelor’s degree in Elementary 
Education. She married Joel 
Fifield on Aug. 17, 1957, in the 
Baptist Church in Bristol, Vt. 
They honeymooned in Niagara 
Falls, and then settled into the farm 
house on the Border Acres farm in 
Middlebury, Vt., where they raised 
a family of five children.

Rebecca was a school teacher at 
Shoreham Elementary. Rebecca 
was a dedicated volunteer for 
the community of Middlebury. 
She was a 4-H leader for 45 
years and a lifetime member of 
the Congregational Church of 
Middlebury. She was active in 
the Extension Homemakers and 
Christian Women’s Club. She 
taught church school and was 
director for 10 years. She served 
on the pastoral care committee and 
was the president of the Women’s 
Fellowship. She served on the 
County Extension Advisory Board 

REBECCA JUNE ORVIS 
FIFIELD

and was a Downer 4-H trustee.
Rebecca is survived by her 

sister Joan Turner; by her children 
Sharon Cram and her husband 
(Bruce) of Cornwall, Vt.; Amy Jo 
Shute and husband (Raymond) of 
New Haven, Vt.; Steven Fifield 
of Vergennes, Vt.; Sue and (Lee) 
Baker of Goshen, Vt.; and Jeff 
and Lise (Plouffe) Fifield of 
Middlebury, Vt. 

She is also survived by eleven 
grandchildren: Allison (Larry 
Shippee) Cram; Benjamin (Nichole) 
Cram; Jeremiah Hayes, Joshua 
(Deborah) Hayes; Ashley (Michael) 
Lafirira; Cheyenne Brown; Skyler 
(Makayla) Shute; Victor (partner 

Riley McGee) Fifield; Daniel 
Fifield (Dr. Kathleen Gill); Eric 
(Lindsey) Fifield and Patrick 
Fifield. Rebecca is also survived 
by fourteen great-grandchildren: 
Carysn, Alexis, Liam and Noah 
Hayes; Oliver and Margaret 
Brown; Evelyn and Hadley Fifield; 
Fallyn Lafirira; Joel, Blair and 
Reese Fifield; Elizabeth Shute and 
Eileen Fifield, plus anticipating 
the arrival of two additional great-
grandchildren. She is survived by 
these special individuals, Myrdith 
McKinley, Shirley Pomainville, 
Patrick Deering, Jeffery Hayes and 
Eric Gracie.

She was predeceased by her 
loving husband, Joel Fifield, her 
parents, a sister Earlene Wheeler, 
and brother Eugene Orvis. 

Calling hours will be held 
Thursday, Jan. 12, from 6 to 8 p.m. 
at the Sanderson Funeral Home.

A memorial service will be held 
at the Congregational Church 
on Friday, Jan. 13, at 11 a.m., 
with Rev. Andrew Nagy-Benson 
officiating. Burial will be held at 
the Middlebury Cemetery on a later 
date to be announced.

Memorial contributions may be 
made to the Vermont Association 
of the Blind and Visually Impaired, 
60 Kimball Ave., South Burlington, 
VT 05403.

Online condolences at www.
sandersonfuneralservice.com. ◊

MIDDLEBURY — Rick Warner, 
age 72, caring father, husband, 
brother and Grampy, passed away 
Jan. 10, 2023, surrounded by his 
family after a long battle with 
cancer.

Rick was born Dec. 4, 1950, in 
Middlebury, Vt., the second-oldest 
of eight children. He attended 
Middlebury Union High School 
and went on to marry his loving 
wife, Louise (Larocque) Warner, on 
May 12, 1973, and they were just 
shy of celebrating 50 married years 
together. They had two children, 
Shawn (Michelle) and Neil (Jamie) 
who both live nearby with their 
families.  He was so proud of his 
five grandchildren, Hunter, Nolan, 
Cody, Leah and Zane Warner.  

Rick had many jobs, but he spent 
the last 40 years working for JP 
Carrara & Sons, not to mention the 
fact that he returned to work in the 
summer of 2022 and ran excavator 
for them, he still had work to do.

Rick had many interests; aside 
from the love for his family and 
friends, his greatest love was 
hunting. He mentored first his two 
sons and then his grandsons as 
well as others who would go on to 
develop a passion for the hunt. He 
spent many seasons traveling to his 
friends and second family in Pike 
County, Ill.; earning a Pope & Young 
Bowhunting Big Game Record with 

RICHARD P. WARNER  

Richard P. “Rick,” “Ricky Paul” Warner, 72, of Middlebury

a score of 126 1/8” in 2004. His 
determination and love for hunting 
also resulted in one last trip west 
in November 2022 with his son 
Shawn. When Rick put his mind to 
something, he accomplished it.

When Rick wasn’t working, you 
could find him hanging out with 
his close friends at C&S Hunting 
Supply, and in more recent times his 
close friends would make frequent 
and regular visits to him at his 
home. Ask anyone, he loved a good 
joke and could tell a story like no 
other. We can only hope his stories 
and stories of him will resonate for 
years to come through family and 

friends.  
Rick is survived by his wife of 

49 years, Louise; his puggle Evie 
(aka Fatty); his two sons, Shawn 
(Michelle) and Neil (Jamie); his 
brothers, Gary Warner and Bill 
Warner; three sisters, Sue Warner-
Murray, Carol Warner and Joyce 
Warner; and his five grandchildren. 
He also leaves behind many close 
friends.  

He was predeceased by his father, 
Earl; mother, Shirley; and brothers 
Jim Warner and Ronald “Bugger” 
Warner.

An informal celebration of life 
will be held Saturday, Jan. 14, from 
3-6 p.m. at the American Legion 
in Middlebury, Vt.  We encourage 
friends and family members to 
come share a story and a laugh as 
Rick would like so much.  

In lieu of flowers, contributions 
may be made to Addison County 
Home Health and Hospice, at P.O. 
Box 754 Middlebury, VT 05753. 
The family would like to thank 
particularly Laura, Sara and Cheryl, 
who took such good care of Rick 
over the past year and a half.  They 
really took him in like family and 
we so very much appreciate it.

Arrangements are under the 
direction of Sanderson-Ducharme 
Funeral Home. Online condolences 
at www.sandersonfuneralservice.
com. ◊

BRISTOL — Wayne Donald Cyr, 
79, of Bristol passed away early 
Monday afternoon, Jan. 9, 2023, 
at the Estuary Room, UVM Porter 
Medical Center. He was surrounded 
by loved ones. Wayne was born 
June 29, 1943, in Middlebury, Vt. 
He grew up in New Haven, Vt., and 
was the son of Donald and Betty 
Cyr.

Wayne graduated from Beeman 
Academy in 1961. He developed a 
love of cars and motorcycles at an 
early age. He owned Chevelles in 
the early ’60s and a 1967 Harley 
Davidson Sportster. Each winter 
he would rebuild and fire up his 
motorcycle engines in his family 
farm’s living room, with as much 
support from his mother as one could 
imagine. He served with the 131st 
Engineers of the Vermont National 
Guard as an Engineer Equipment 
Mechanic. He was awarded the 
National Defense Service Medal, 
Vietnam Service Medal, Vietnam 
Campaign Medal, Sharpshooter 
Badge w/Rifle Bar Expert M16 and 
Good Conduct Medal. He bought 
his last Chevelle in 1969 and 
later his dream car, a green 1970 
Corvette LT1, convertible. 

Wayne married Valerie Herlihy 
on Oct. 28, 1978. It was a double 
wedding ceremony with Valerie’s 
eldest son Bobby and Leslee Harton. 
They celebrated this amazing union 
at the Sirloin Saloon on Shelburne 
Road. Wayne met Val when he was 
working on her parents’ house as a 
carpenter. It was love at first sight. 
Their first date was at The Olde 
Board Restaurant in Burlington. 
They made their home on Poker 
Hill Road in Underhill with her 
two daughters, Amy and Jeannie. 
They lived in Underhill for many 
years and he built an incredible 
two-story garage. Later they moved 
to Hinesburg and he transformed 
the basement into a workshop. 
Eventually, they settled in Wayne’s 

Wayne D. Cyr, 79, of Bristol

WAYNE D. CYR

hometown of New Haven on 
Monkton Road. They were married 
for 42 years.

Wayne was a finish carpenter. 
He spent his life working with 
his hands and crafting wood. He 
excelled at Ashline Construction 
and helped build many beautiful 
homes. He would point them out 
with pride, remembering every 
detail and cost. He loved to tinker in 
his hobby areas, garage and trucks 
that were meticulously designed and 
organized to find parts and screws 
in a moment’s notice. He loved to 
tell stories, especially about cars. 
He’d always tell you just enough 
so you would think he was only a 
gentle rebel. His buddies, brothers 
and sister are quick to reveal a 
more adventurous side, like his drag 
racing a Henry J. back in the day or 
taking high speed rides on his bikes 
or snowmobiles. Wayne loved to go 
fast. 

He also loved to cook outside 
on the grill, build stained glass 
lamps and a wooden clock, make 
furniture and devote his time to 
another passion, RC planes and 

helicopters. Wayne loved to fly, 
talk about flying and to show you 
a new trick he learned or what he 
was working up to. He wanted to 
know everything about what he was 
committed to or purchased and read 
every owner’s manual from cover 
to cover, and saved them, just in 
case. In fact, he saved everything, 
kept his life moments close, and 
reachable. He made friends from all 
age groups, loved his family fiercely 
and protectively, and was known for 
being generous in heart, spirit and 
the twinkle in his smiling brown 
eyes. Wayne was steadfast and 
true, always there for you, humble, 
thoughtful, a gentleman, best friend 
and a gentle giant to us all. 

Wayne is survived by his brothers 
Frederick (Diana), Maurice, Rodney 
(Deb), Patrick (Jane) and his sister, 
Marguerite; by his stepchildren 
Jeannie Herlihy (Carol-Lynne) and 
Amy Cleary; by his grandchildren 
Lisha, Jesse (Aimee), Barbie 
(Mike), Matthew, Erin and Noah; 
by great-grandchildren and a great-
great grandchild. His wife, parents, 
and sister Ethelyn predeceased him. 
Roxiann Hallock of Bristol cared 
for him in his last years. She, her 
husband Randy, and family loved 
him dearly. Wayne also had a 
cherished new family with Project 
Independence in Middlebury. 

Calling hours will be held 
Friday, Jan. 13, from 4 to 6 p.m. 
at the Sanderson Funeral Home in 
Middlebury.

A Mass of Christian burial 
will be held at St. Mary’s, also in 
Middlebury, on Saturday, Jan. 14, 
at 11 a.m., with Fr. Luke Austin as 
celebrant. Memorial contributions 
may be made to Project 
Independence (Elderly Services 
Inc.) at elderlyservices.org.

Online condolences may be made 
at www.sandersonfuneralservice.
com. ◊

WALTHAM — Marjorie May 
(Dunning) Kayhart, born Oct. 
21, 1925, in North Hampton, 
Mass., the daughter of Bertha and 
Raymond Dunning, peacefully 
passed away in her home on 
Sunday, Jan. 8, 2023, surrounded 
by the love of family members. 
Marge was predeceased by her 
husband Roger Vernet Kayhart 
and her grandson Scott Feid. 
Marge is survived by their six 
children, Roger Lee and spouse 
Patricia, Kathy Jean and spouse 
Robert Feid, David Lewis and 
spouse Marie, Brian Edward and 
spouse Cynthia, Kevin Warren 
and spouse Sandy, and Linda Jean 
and spouse Douglas Mann; and 
59 grandkids (including great-, 
and great-great) and growing.

Marge was deeply committed 
to her faith, her community, and 
her family. She was a faithful 
servant to the Vergennes United 
Methodist Church and held 
many leadership positions. 

MARJORIE MAY KAYHART

Marjorie May Kayhart, 97, of Waltham

Conlon reflects on his time on the ACSD school board, offers his ideas

Letters
to the Editor

She volunteered for Project 
Independence, Hospice, and the 
Vergennes Library following the 
passing of her husband. Marge 
was also a committed employee 
of the Vergennes Chittenden 
Bank and Curves. Marge helped 
carry her family in times of need. 
She was also a loyal friend and 
never, ever forgot a birthday 
or anniversary for both friends 
and family. She was a masterful 
Scrabble player. She loved to play 
for hours on end and is surely 
playing on the steps of heaven.

A funeral service will be 
held in their honor at 6 p.m. 
on Jan.19, at Victory Baptist 
Church, Vergennes, Vt. In lieu of 
flowers, donations can be made 
to Addison County Home Health 
and Hospice, 1-802-388-7259. ◊

Editor’s note: The following 
is a modified version of Peter 
Conlon’s final comments at the 
Jan. 9 Addison Central School 
District board meeting.

It was with mixed feelings that 
I resigned last week from the 
Addison Central School District 
board. After 17 years on the 
ACSD board and the UD-3 board 
before that, I look back with real 
pride on the accomplishments of 
our district’s vision for a unified 
education system. 

We came together with 
overwhelming public support, 
and have enjoyed strong public 
support in every budget vote 
since unification. We have put 
in place a strong educational 
framework that touches all 
kids in all grades with our 
International Baccalaureate 
program. It has been simply 
amazing to hear teachers and 
students of all ages share a 
common educational language 
and common goals so soon after 
we were a group of separately 
governed schools whose visions, 
curriculum and strategies were 
strong but different — something 
that was clear as our students 
came together in middle school. 

Our unified system was also 
key to the district managing 
what has been a difficult and 
chaotic COVID-19 period. It 
allowed our educators to tackle 
problems where they flared up, 
both quickly and effectively. Had 
we not been a unified educational 

system, this would not have been 
possible. 

I am very proud of this 
board’s work and support for our 
ever-improving 
school system and 
even more proud 
to support our 
educators as they 
have managed 
unprecedented 
change and 
challenges.

But I worry.
The ACSD is facing 

potentially significant change as 
we prepare for the prospect of a 
superintendent search that will 
coincide with what is shaping 
up to be significant turnover 

on this board on Town Meeting 
Day. This has the potential to 
both change our district’s unified 
forward motion and the culture 

of the board.
Board 

candidates with 
financial and 
political support 
from organizations 
seeking to 
disrupt the ACSD 

board’s work will likely gain 
more seats. Those folks may 
be more focused on returning 
to an unsustainable past than 
looking to the future as one 
learning community. It will be 
incumbent on the remaining 
and returning board members to 

continue a culture of unity, to 
continue a responsibility to all of 
the citizens of all seven towns, 
and to continue the impressive 
progress this district has made 
to make it the envy of so many 
others in Vermont.

I sincerely wish my board 
colleagues success and smooth 
sailing as they navigate some 
tricky waters ahead. And I hope 
to return to the board soon 
as an invited guest to speak 
about the goings on in the state 
capital. Thank you to my board 
colleagues past and present for 
making this a rich and rewarding 
experience. 

Peter Conlon
Cornwall
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WIMETT
TRADING COMPANY

802•465•4688

USED

Michael Jackman, 50 Years Experience 
David Wimett, 37 Years Experience
Mark Grant, 9 Years Experience

2668 Route 7 • Leicester, VT 05733 • wimetttradingco@gmail.com

Wimett Trading Company
at the Big White Barn in Leicester

802-465-4688 

2013 TOYOTA TACOMA 
Reg Cab,4X4, 4cyl, 5 spd, Cap, 209k miles 

$12,995

AFFORDABLE, SAFE & RELIABLE
USED CARS AND TRUCKS

We also buy cars, 
locate specialty orders 

& consider consignments 
Call Dave for an appointment

2016 HONDA CIVIC 
EX-T, 4cyl turbo, Sunroof, Only 26k miles! 

$19,895

2012 CHEVY SILVERADO 
Reg Cab, 4X4, V8, 8ft box, 64k miles 

$16,995

2017 GMC CANYON 
XTD Cab, 4X4, Auto, Loaded, Cap, 86k miles 

$25,995

More than  a decadeof delivering Quality!

2019 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER 
LE, AWD, Third row seat, 42k miles 

$30,995

WINTER CLEARANCE SALE AT WIMETT’S!WINTER CLEARANCE SALE AT WIMETT’S!

a half-century ago, attracting 
the area’s members of the 
Vermont Senate and House of 
Representatives to provide updates 
to — and field questions from — 
their constituents. Recorded by 
Middlebury Community Television 
and covered by the Independent, 
the breakfasts have started at 7 
a.m. and ended by 8:45 a.m., held 
in a rotating collection of venues 
throughout the county.

They were generally held on 
Monday mornings, because the 
Legislature usually meets Tuesday 
through Friday.

While the League of Women 
Voters founded and shepherded the 
legislative breakfast series during 
the early years, other organizations 
became involved in running the 
events — including the Addison 
County Chamber of Commerce, 
the Addison County Farm Bureau 
and Bridport Grange No. 303. It 
wasn’t uncommon to see more than 
50 people sit in on the breakfasts 
during the 1990s and early 2000s, 
with virtually full participation 

from the county’s legislative 
delegation.

The annual series has also 
included a luncheon to discuss 
agricultural issues and a breakfast 
featuring the sitting governor as 
the main speaker.

But attendance has waned during 
the past decade. Some legislative 
committees have been calling 
members in for Monday morning 
work sessions. A core group of 
senior attendees has thinned out, 
with some passing on and others 
moving out of state. Also, the Farm 
Bureau and Grange several years 
ago diversified the venues for the 
series in hopes of accommodating 
folks in the smaller, rural towns. 
But that move lost some regulars 
who weren’t keen on driving to 
Orwell, Hancock and other remote 
sites.

The COVID-19 pandemic 
might have been the coup to 
grace for the breakfast series. 
Organizers suspended the series 
indefinitely early in 2020, when 
the coronavirus arrived in our 
area.

With the 2023 legislative 
session gaveled to order last week, 
the Independent reached out to 
the Grange and Farm Bureau 
for an update on the legislative 
breakfasts.

James Morse, a longtime officer 
of the Bridport Grange and a 
key organizer of the breakfasts, 
explained he’s no longer physically 
able to put in the work it takes to 
secure venues and moderators, 
and to transport equipment.

“I had hoped to bring back the 
legislative breakfasts, but I cannot 
do it alone (age and medical),” 
he wrote in an email. “I have not 
been able to find help to move and 
set up PA system.”

Tim Buskey, a longtime officer 
with the Addison County Farm 
Bureau, said the future of the 
legislative breakfasts will be 
discussed at the organization’s 
Thursday, Jan. 12, meeting.

“We’ll see if we can get some 
support at that meeting and then 
I’ll let you know,” Buskey said.

John Flowers is at johnf@
addisonindependent.com.

Breakfasts
(Continued from Page 1A)

SEVEN ADDISON COUNTY lawmakers, all Democrats, were named legislative committee chairs or 
vice chairs for the 2023-2024 biennium. Pictured, from left, are Sen. Ruth Hardy of Middlebury, Rep. 
Matt Birong of Vergennes, Rep. Peter Conlon of Cornwall, Rep. Robin Scheu of Middlebury, Rep. Diane 
Lanpher of Vergennes, Rep. Amy Sheldon of Middlebury and Sen. Chris Bray of Bristol.

Photo courtesy of Sen. Ruth Hardy

the departures including multiple 
former chairpersons.

The Independent reached out 
to the county’s House and Senate 
chairs to get their take on their new 
assignments and an early sense of 
their goals for the coming session. 
Here, in alphabetical order, are 
their responses:

Birong
Birong, beginning his third term 

representing the Addison-3 House 
district, called it “an honor” to 
be picked as vice chair of House 
Government Operations & Military 
Affairs. He believes part of the 
reason for his transfer stems from his 
experience dealing with military and 
veterans’ affairs, National Guard and 
liquor/lottery issues as a member of 
his previous committee — General, 
Housing & Military Affairs.

“I’m coming on with good 
experience with a good portion 
of the (committee) portfolio,” he 
said, though he acknowledged a 
need to get up to speed on other 
topics he’ll be fielding in his new 
role: Elections, charter changes, 
state/local governance, the state 
pension system and government 
transparency. Like his colleague 
Hardy on Senate Government Ops, 
Birong will have input on proposals 
to improve county sheriffs’ 
accountability to their constituents.

Birong is excited to see a return 
to more conventional legislative 
activities following two-plus 
years of COVID-related bills and 
protocols.

“Now, we’re able to focus 
time and resources toward non-
pandemic-related topics,” he said.

Bray
Bray, who with Lanpher are the 

county’s most veteran lawmakers, 
is starting his ninth year chairing 
Senate Natural Resources & 
Energy. He remains bullish on 
renewable energy as conduit to 
a cleaner environment and job 
creation.

“Every investment in energy that 
we’ve made pays off,” Bray said. 
“The challenge is always, ‘How 

Legislature
(Continued from Page 1A)

selection to lead House Education.
Hardy

Hardy got a taste of leadership 
during the last biennium, as vice 
chair of Senate Committee on 
Health and Welfare, and chair of 
the Senate Sexual Harassment 
Panel. 

Her power is expanding this 
year with chairmanship of Senate 
Government Operations, which has 
jurisdiction over matters relating to 
the administration of government 
and justice; compensation of and 
retirement benefits for public 
officials and employees; voting 
protocols; nominations and 
elections; municipal corporations; 
military affairs, including 
veterans and civil defense; public 
records and open meetings; and 
reapportionment.

Major retirements from the 
Senate opened three committee 
chairmanships: Institutions, 
Commerce & Economic 
Development, and Gov’t Ops. 
Hardy declared preference for the 
latter, and Senate leaders appointed 
her.

“It was an area I felt I could get 
up to speed on,” said Hardy, who 
is also pleased to remain on Senate 
Health & Welfare.

She’s firming up a busy agenda 
for her panel, with topics that 
will include a bill that proposes 
to make changes in statutory 
oversight of county sheriffs. It’s 
currently a constitutional position, 
and the office-holder right now 
can only be fired through a 
legislative impeachment process. 
Hardy — who will be introducing 
this bill — was among those 
who urged now-former Addison 
County Sheriff Peter Newton to 
resign, following his arrest last 
year on sexual assault charges. 
Newton declined to resign and 
continued to draw his paycheck 
after ceding day-to-day operations 
of the department to his eventual 
successor, Mike Elmore.

Controversial figures have 
served, or run for, sheriffs’ post 
in other counties as well. Franklin 
County voters last November 
elected John Grismore as sheriff, 
but his tenure has come under 
scrutiny in wake of a video from 
last August that shows the former 
sheriff’s deputy (and former 
Vermont State Police trooper) 
kicking a detainee in the groin.

Hardy’s Committee will also 
consider legislation to pilot a 

“ranked-choice voting” process 
for a future election. It’s a voting 
process that gives citizens the 
option of ranking candidates in 
order of preference: first, second, 
third and so forth. Votes that don’t 
help voters’ top choices win, count 
toward their next choice.

Other states — including Maine 
and Alaska — already use ranked-
choice voting, Hardy noted.

“It also reduces rancor in 
elections,” she said, referring 
to false allegations of “rigged 
elections” that have emanated 
from the 2020 presidential contest.

Hardy’s other legislative 
priorities include better access 
to local elections, assisting local 
childcare centers in ramping up 
employee salaries and benefits 
to fill educator vacancies, and 
boosting compensation for state 
legislators. She noted some 
lawmakers who chose not to run 
for re-election did so because 
they couldn’t afford to support 
their families on the $742.92-per-
week stipend they receive during 
the typically four- to six-month 
legislative session.

This has led to a situation where 
retirees and affluent folks are more 
likely to run for the House and 
Senate.

Hardy anticipates some 
blowback on the issue of a 
legislative pay-raise, but said, “It’s 
become a non-partisan issue.”

Lanpher
Lanpher returns to House 

Appropriations — this time as 
chair — after serving a brief stint 
as leader of House Transportation. 
She and Vice Chair Scheu — who 
previously served on House Ways 
& Means — will shepherd the 
chamber’s most important money 
committee.

“It’s a big responsibility; 
it’s a daunting” Lanpher 
acknowledged. “There will be 
many challenges, but there will 
also be many opportunities.”

Lanpher is looking forward 
to getting a better picture of the 
state’s coffers on Jan. 17, when 
Vermont’s Emergency Board — 
which officially adopts revenue 
forecasts for certain major funds 
in January and July of each year 
— is slated to give lawmakers a 
financial overview.

“That’s going to set the budget 
into the future as we try to predict 
what we have for money,” she said.

Lanpher believes the state’s 

resources could be artificially 
inflated by state bureaucracy 
vacancies that haven’t been filled 
and construction projects that 
couldn’t be completed in this 
tight labor market. She said such 
savings should be used for one-
time investments, rather than 
ongoing programs.

“There’s a lot of dollars on paper 
that could be enticing, but the 
truth is those projects still need to 
happen; we can’t just say, ‘Look, 
there’s this new pot of money,’” 
Lanpher said.

In addition to building a state 
budget, House Appropriations will 
need to make sure all of Vermont’s 
American Rescue Plan Act 
dollars are accounted for and take 
testimony on how those COVID-19 
recovery funds are spent.

She realizes the importance of 
her committee’s work. As chair, she 
hopes to embody what she believes 
are three critical leadership 
qualities: “Aptitude, attitude and 
the ability to see opportunity.”

“The state budget touches the 
lives of every single Vermonter,” 
Lanpher said. “That’s not lost on 
me.”

Sheldon
Sheldon, a professional land 

use planner, has been involved 
in environmental legislation 
since being elected to her 
Addison-1 House post in 2014. 
She again chairs a committee, 
though it’s now known as 
the Environment & Energy 
Committee. As its name implies, 
Sheldon’s committee will deal 
with a litany of environmental 
and energy matters, including 
broadband expansion, land 
use, conservation, measures to 
protect people living in river 
corridors, the renewable energy 
standard, and crafting a proposed 
“affordable heat standard.”

It’s a wider field of topics than 
was fielded by the former Natural 
Resources, Fish and Wildlife 
Committee that she chaired last 
year, but Sheldon said, “I’m 
feeling comfortable about the 
expanded jurisdiction.”

She’s pleased to see the county’s 
new clout in the Statehouse.

“It’s impressive, but also great 
for the state,” Sheldon said. “We 
have a strong delegation and 
it’s good to have other members 
coming into chairs.”

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

MONTPELIER — Here’s a list of the 2023-2024 committee 
assignments for each member of Addison County’s legislative 
delegation:

Vermont House
• Rep. Joe Andriano, D-Orwell: Health Care
• Rep. Matt Birong, D-Vergennes: Government Operations & 

Military Affairs (Vice Chair)
• Rep. Peter Conlon, D-Cornwall: Education (Chair)
• Rep. Mari Cordes, D-Lincoln: Health Care
• Rep. Caleb Elder, D-Starksboro: General & Housing
• Rep. Diane Lanpher, D-Vergennes: House Appropriations 

(Chair)
• Rep. Jubilee McGill, D-Bridport: Human Services
• Rep. Robin Scheu, D-Middlebury: Appropriations (Vice Chair)
• Rep. Amy Sheldon, D-Middlebury: Environment & Energy 

(Chair)
Vermont Senate
• Sen. Chris Bray, D-Bristol: Natural Resources & Energy (Chair).
Finance
• Sen Ruth Hardy, D-Middlebury:  Government Operations 

(Chair) Health & Welfare

 

Legislative committees 2023-24

do you find the money to make 
the investment,’ and we’ve been 
working on that in a variety of 
ways in the past eight years.”

That said, Bray is ecstatic to 
have locals Lanpher and Scheu 
helming the House Appropriations 
Committee.

“It’s a great head start,” he said. 
“We are already well-established, 
working colleagues, and it just 
makes the work more efficient and 
productive. We know each other, 
trust each other.”

As for 2023-24 priorities, Bray 
noted a biggie will come before his 
committee this Friday, Jan. 13: Bill 
S.5, the so-called Affordable Heat 
Act.

Inspired by the rising costs of 
heating fuel that are depleting 
household budgets, S.5, which 
proposes to create a statewide 
affordable heating program, and 
Bray expects his committee to 
spend the better part of two months 
hashing it out.

Various climate action bills, 
a household hazardous waste 
initiative and efforts to clean the 

states waterways will also be in 
the Natural Resources & Energy 
Committee’s radar, according to 
Bray.

He’s looking forward to a busy 
session.

“There’s no other committee I’d 
rather be working on,” he said. “I 
feel like I was meant to be in this 
place, at this time.”

Bray comes from a family 
of physicians, and at one time 
considered a career in medicine. 
His heart took him to publishing 
and other interest. But the county’s 
senior senator doesn’t think he 
deviated too far from the family 
craft. He noted German physician 
Rudolf Virkow called politics 
“medicine, on a grand scale.”

“For me, that rang entirely true, 
because what we are doing is 
public health in the broadest sense 
of the word,” he said. “That means 
clean water, clean air, a health 
environment for us and every other 
living thing.”

Conlon
The Independent, in its Jan. 

5 edition, reported Conlon’s 
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Hop on in, this weekend ...

largely met.
“I feel like the city council has 

taken pragmatic approaches to 
solving issues. Obviously, we 
did have a dust-up when Chief 
(George) Merkel announced his 
early retirement,” Chabot said. 
“I think that’s the only bout of 
incivility that we’ve experienced. 
And I do believe that everyone has 
had an opportunity to be heard and 
have a seat at the table … We have 
heard from different parts of our 
community that maybe didn’t have 
voices before and have felt listened 
to.”  

Chabot first won election to the 
council in 2016 and was reelected 
in 2018. Later that year, after the 
city’s six-month search to replace 
then-retiring City Manager Mel 
Hawley came up empty, Chabot 
put himself forward for the job, 
citing 25 years of private-sector 
management experience.

His background included 
stints as the general manager of 
Burlington’s downtown Town 
Center Mall, CEO of the Redstone 
commercial real 
estate firm, customer 
and employee 
relations director 
of Vermont Teddy 
Bear Company, and 
vice president of the 
Burlington Macy’s. 

The council hired 
him, and Chabot 
served about a year 
before stepping away 
to work in Vergennes 
for Burchfield 
Resources. 
SERVING AS 
MAYOR

 In January of 
2021, Chabot filed a petition for 
mayor. His action followed rocky 
times on the council, including 
controversy involving the mayor, 
the deputy mayor who would 
replace the mayor, and the city 
manager who replaced Chabot. 

After announcing his candidacy, 
Chabot said there was “cause 
for optimism” in Vergennes 
and expressed his hopes for 
the council’s return to reaching 
consensus calmly and listening 
carefully. 

In March of 2021, Chabot 
won his race, defeating a write-in 
challenge from incumbent Mayor 
Lynn Donnelly, 441-96.

Looking back at the past two 
years, Chabot listed the approval of 
a $25.5 million bond to overhaul the 
city’s wastewater collection system 
and treatment plant as a significant 
milestone of his tenure, even if 
subsequently the price tag swelled. 

“The wastewater treatment plan 
bond vote was a huge win for the 
city. Unfortunately it comes, of 
course, at a time when prices have 
shifted,” he said. “It’s going to 
take some additional conversation 
between the city manager, the city 
council and the community. But 
the city approving a bond of up to 
$25 million shows the city’s resolve 
to fix something that’s been long 
broken and stop polluting the lake.”

There have also been difficult 
decisions and challenges, Chabot 
acknowledged.

Navigating turnover at city hall 
has been an issue for the council, but 
Chabot said the outcome is positive.

“I think the team we have in 
place now is team that is going to 
help us stabilize in 2023 and help 
us start to really move forward,” he 
said. “I’ve been proud of the work 
the council has done.”

 More difficulty, he said, came 
in wake of Merkel’s retirement 

Chabot
(Continued from Page 1A)

announcement. He said he 
immediately called the chief, who 
declined to discuss the decision 
with him. He said he witnessed 
drama rather than discourse on the 
matter.

“Not a single individual, 
including Chief Merkel, ever 
reached out to me directly to discuss 
that or to voice their opinions or 
concerns,” Chabot said. “I’m not 
a fan of the tactics and theatrics. I 
think the outcome would have been 

the same, but I think 
the opportunity was 
there for a dialogue 
vs. this approach of 
everyone coming 
and hollering at the 
council and wagging 
their fingers … I 
would gladly have 
had a discussion to the 
best of my ability with 
anybody who wanted 
to discuss that.”

He would like to see 
the city’s accounting 
firm finish the 
complex 2020-2021 
audit, a fiscal year 

during which two city managers 
and two treasurers worked on 
city finances at the height of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and he 
gives no credence to accusations 
of “malfeasance” that have been 
leveled.

“The delay of the audit is 
challenging for everybody,” Chabot 
said. “But I don’t see that anything 
could happen or be done differently 
at this time to make it happen any 
quicker than it is. Everybody would 
like to see the books closed on that. 
I think it would give essential staff 
more confidence moving forward.”
MOVING ON

This past year was one of change 
of course and of mindset for Chabot, 
and those changes lie behind his 
hesitance to devote two more years 
to the city.

“I really took stock of where 
I am at my age and where I want 
to be going forward,” he said. 
“I just don’t think I can give the 
commitment to the city.”

Specifically, he changed careers 
while evaluating what was right 
for him personally; he called it a 
“fulfilling transition.”

“I quit my desk job back in 
June and restarted a company that 
I started back in 2017, which is 
Hazen Road and is painting and 
handyman services,” Chabot said. 
“It’s time to focus on my own 
personal development and my 
career development.”

Still, it was not an easy choice.
“It’s been a very difficult decision 

for me. I enjoy being mayor. I think 
we’re doing good work. But there’s 
so much more work to do, and I 
just don’t think at this time I can 
commit for another two years,” he 
said. “That’s all it comes down to. 
I love Vergennes, and I would love 
to find a way to serve in the future. 
But right now I just need to step 
back.” 

MAYOR MATT CHABOT

should be given the right to vote 
(and potentially veto) any future 
proposals to close any district 
school due to declining enrollment 
or other reasons that might make a 
school unsustainable.

Article 14 of the district charter 
currently allows a school to be 
closed upon a supermajority vote 
of the 13-member ACSD board, 
which presides over preK-12th 
grade public education policy for 
children in Bridport, Cornwall, 
Middlebury, Ripton, Salisbury, 
Shoreham and Weybridge.

While there are currently no 
plans to close any schools in 
the ACSD, folks in some of the 
district’s rural towns are concerned 
their local schools could be closed 
without a local say in that decision. 
The town of Ripton temporarily 
withdrew from the ACSD last year 
in part to ensure long-term survival 
of Ripton Elementary School, 
but the community opted to re-
enter the district when it became 
apparent it couldn’t take on the 
massive responsibility of running 
its own school system.

Advocates for more local control 
are now encouraging the ACSD 
board to grant that power through 
a district charter change. The panel 
had agreed to have that discussion 
— after finalizing the district’s 
fiscal year 2023 budget.

In an effort to ensure action on 
the matter, a group called Save 
Our Schools, or SOS, recently 
circulated a petition seeking a 
Town Meeting Day 2023 vote 
on two options for closing public 
schools. Voters were to be asked to 
pick only one of the following:

• The ACSD shall not close, 
repurpose, or otherwise terminate 
any school or grade within a school 
without an affirmative vote of the 
voters residing in the town(s) in 
which the school is located.

Or,
• The School District shall not 

close, repurpose, or otherwise 
terminate any school or grade 
within a school without an 

affirmative vote of the voters of the 
ACSD.

Petitioners garnered the 
signatures of 608 registered voters 
for the petition, comfortably more 
than 543 needed to meet the 5% 
threshold for it to be acted upon by 
the ACSD board. They took it to 
the board on Jan. 9.

But the panel on Monday said 
they’d received a legal 
opinion indicating 
they can’t warn the 
SOS request as a 
binding referendum, 
based in large part 
on a precedent-
setting 2018 Vermont 
Supreme Court 
decision in the matter 
of Robert A. Skiff, Jr. 
et al. Versus South 
Burlington High 
School. The plaintiffs 
in that case had 
appealed the South 
Burlington School 
Board’s decision to 
reject a petitioned 
referendum that 
sought to reinstate 
use of “Rebels” for 
district’s athletic teams. The state’s 
highest court denied the appeal.

The ACSD board can authorize 
the warning of a non-binding, 
advisory version of the SOS 
petition, but chose not to on 
Monday.

“My feeling is that we’ve been 
elected to do a job and make the 
tough decisions,” ACSD board 
Chair Victoria Jette said. “We have 
the info and we have the whole 
district in mind. If we act on the 
petition, we’re setting a precedent 
for the petitions that follow. I 
believe this group needs to be 
the ones to make the decision in 
whether the article (14) needs to be 
changed or not, and if so, how.”

Board member James “Chip” 
Malcolm agreed.

“Petitions, I think, are the wrong 
way to go; I don’t care if it’s this 
issue or other issues,” he said. “We 
are a representative democracy. 

We are representing ourselves, 
obviously, and our constituents as 
best we can, using common sense 
with the data to make the decisions.

“We should not be accepting the 
petition and we should be deciding, 
as a board, whether to change the 
charter,” he concluded.

Malcom urged the board to settle 
the charter change issue prior to 

the upcoming March 
7 elections, believing 
it wouldn’t be fair to 
ask any newly elected 
officials to sort out 
a long simmering 
matter.

Five of the board’s 
13 spots will be on 
the ballot on March 7, 
including the balance 
of Cornwall member 
Peter Conlon’s term. 
Conlon officially left 
the board on Monday 
in order to take on 
the chairmanship 
of Vermont’s 
House Education 
Committee.

Three of the 13 
board members 

present at Monday’s meeting sided 
with SOS.

“I see no harm in doing a non-
binding advisory petition… and 
I don’t think it undermines our 
powers in any way, shape or 
form,” board member Barb Wilson 
said. “It just informs us of what 
the thoughts are of the people we 
represent.”

“We are elected to some degree 
to help give voice to people in our 
district, and knowing what people 
think on this issue… is data that 
would be useful to us as we make 
our decision,” board member 
Jamie McCallum argued.

This was the second time in 
three years that the ACSD board 
has declined to put an SOS-
petitioned charter change to a 
public vote. The board in January 
of 2020 declined — again, based 
on their attorney’s advice — a 
petition that sought to give each 

of the seven ACSD-member towns 
more of a say in the election of 
their educational leaders and in the 
potential closure of their respective 
elementary schools.
BOARD VOTE ON FEB. 13

But the board is now committed 
to deciding the matter itself, at its 
Monday, Feb. 13, meeting. Jette 
has asked the ACSD Ad Hoc 
Charter Research Committee to 
reconvene and bring two Article 
14 amendments for the board 
to consider: One calling for any 
school closure to be decided by a 
supermajority of the ACSD board 
and a majority of voters in the 
host town, or by a supermajority 
of the ACSD board and a majority 
of voters across all seven district 
towns.

The board could also vote to 
leave things the way they are.

Millard “Mac” Cox, a founding 
member of SOS, listened intently 
to the ACSD board’s 63-minute 
debate on the issue on Monday. 
He relayed his thoughts to the 
Independent.

“I think most Board members 
do not actually want to know what 
the voting public of the district 
thinks about who should have the 
authority to close schools,” he 
said. “They feel that the public has 
already given them that authority, 
and they do not want to risk asking 
that question of the public again.”

But he’s pleased the board will 
decide on a charter change next 
month.

“My hope is that they will be as 
generous as possible in sharing their 
power with the public, especially 
the people of the town facing the 
disaster of having their school 
closed,” Cox said. “In any case, 
we in SOS will continue fighting 
for the voting rights of the people 
in this district. We will continue to 
do our best to elect people to the 
board who believe that the ACSD 
public have the right to a direct 
voice in school closings.”

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

ACSD
(Continued from Page 1A)

“I see no harm 
in doing a non-
binding advisory 
petition… and 
I don’t think 
it undermines 
our powers 
in any way, 
shape or form. 
It just informs 
us of what the 
thoughts are of 
the people we 
represent.”

— board member 
Barb Wilson

“I really took 
stock of where 
I am at my age 
and where I 
want to be going 
forward … It’s 
time to focus on 
my own personal 
development 
and my career 
development.”
— Vergennes Mayor 

Matt Chabot
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Are you a…

Renewable Energy Guru? HVAC Wizard?
Landscaping Artist? House Cleaning Virtuoso?

Plumbing Expert? Jack of All Trades?
Advertise in our Business & Service Directory to reach
over 30,000 weekly readers for less than $20 a week!

Contact us at advertising@addisonindependent.com
or 802-388-4944 to learn more.

Stafford Technical Center ATE
COMMERCIAL DRIVERS LICENSE TRAINING PROGRAM

A high-paying and in-demand career as a professional truck driver 
is waiting for you just down the road in West Rutland. Convenient, 

in-person Saturday classes and flexible behind-the-wheel 
scheduling time lets you keep your current job while turning winter 
training into a new professional career. And we now offer an online 

classroom-theory option for students who want to complete 
this FMCSA requirement completely online. Seats fill quickly, so 
act now to reserve your spot in our professional driver training. 

program. We have rolling admission so students can go from 
application to enrollment in just ten days!

FOR REGISTRATION MATERIALS CALL (802) 770-1178 OR         
GO TO STAFFORDONLINE.ORG FOR COURSE DETAILS 

ADDISON COUNTY — This 
year 39 field birders and 21 
observers at feeders identified 
19,992 birds of 67 species during 
our Middlebury Christmas Bird 
Count on Sunday, Dec. 18. This 
is almost 3,000 more birds than 
our average, but the increases are 
more than accounted for by the 
1,845 Canada Geese (902 more 
than average), 1,982 American 
Crows (1,063 more than average), 
and 1,453 Horned Larks (1,102 
more than average). Our total of 
67 species is as close as you can 
get to our average of 66.8 species 
over the last 34 years of our count.

We survey a 15-mile-diameter 
count circle centered on the 
Lemon Fair in eastern Bridport 
and covering from the A & W Root 
Beer stand on the east to New York 
State on the west and from Snake 
Mountain on the north to Richville 
Dam on the south. The Middlebury 
count is one of over 2,400 held 
throughout North and Central 
America. 

This year the National Audubon 
Society loosened its COVID 
safety guidelines to once again 
allow in-person compilation 
gatherings. That said, the personal 
comfort level of participating 
birders varied tremendously, 

with some birders preferring not 
to attend inside gatherings and 
others preferring not to share a car. 
Organizers worked hard to respect 
participants’ wide variety of safety 
concerns, and a successful count 
was held.

Due to heavy wet snow the 
preceding day some birders could 
not make it to Middlebury, so field 
teams had to be quickly reorganized 
at the last minute. Owlers started 
the day in the predawn blackness, 
and field birders headed out at first 
light  for a full day of birding.

Final results of our count will 
be entered online and made 
available for casual browsing or 
scientific study at the National 
Audubon Christmas Bird Count 
(CBC) website. Those results 
will soon be available at https://
www.audubon.org/conservation/
science/christmas-bird-count. 

Despite the warm fall weather, 
most of the southern end of Lake 
Champlain within our count circle 
was frozen with only a few open 
water pockets remaining. Otter 
Creek and our other major rivers 
were still open, but they don’t 
support the same diversity of 
waterbirds as Lake Champlain 
does. As a result, we located only 
11 of the 44 water-related species 

found during our count over its 
history. This is very close to our 
average of 11.8 water-related 
species.

Canada Geese (1,845), Mallards 
(196), American Black Duck (28), 
Common Mergansers (29) and 
Bald Eagles (3) were found both 
inland and on Lake Champlain, 
but the Common Goldeneye (449) 
and Ring-billed Gulls (4) were 
found only on or near the open 
water pockets of Lake Champlain. 
Our one late-season Great Blue 
Heron was found along Otter 
Creek by Holly Fulton, with the 
help of count newcomers, Jennifer 
and Scott Kluever. David Guertin, 
Cindy Sprague, and first-timer 
Natalia Perchemlides spotted 
the two Hooded Mergansers and 
single Belted Kingfisher on Otter 
Creek in Middlebury. Kris and 
Birch Andrews, Erin Talmage, 
and Andrea Scott were surprised 
to find the count’s single Great 
Black-backed Gull sitting in a field 
in Bridport. 

In addition to the species 
mentioned above, species found 
by only one team were the single 
Ruffed Grouse found on Snake 
Mountain by grouse specialists 
Barbara Brosnan and John 
Chamberlain; the single White-

crowned Sparrow found by team 
of Chris and Preston Turner, 
Lyn DuMoulin, and first-timer 
Francesca Nocito; the four Ring-
necked Pheasants, single Brown 
Thrasher, and single Winter Wren 
found by Kathy and Gary Starr; 
the Long-eared Owl found by 
owler Tyler Pockette; an American 
Pipit found by Ian Worley; the 37 
Bohemian Waxwings found by 
Ron Payne, Carolyn Jackson, and 
Ellyn Montgomery; and the single 
Red-winged Blackbird also found 
by the team of Holly Fulton and 
Jennifer and Scott Kluever.

Birds found in unusually high 
numbers were the tiny Saw 
Whet Owls (7), Red-bellied 
Woodpeckers (80), Pileated 
Woodpeckers (30), Horned Larks 
(1,453), Tufted Titmice (188), 
and Eastern Blue-birds (224). As 
mentioned in previous reports, 
Red-bellied Woodpeckers have 
been increasing in numbers in the 
Lake Chaplain Basin. Over the first 
10 years of our count we averaged 
0.4 birds per count. Over the last 10 
years we averaged 58 per year, and 
their numbers continue to increase. 

Similarly, we averaged 23 Tufted 
Titmice over the first 10 years of 
our count. That number has more 
than doubled to an average of 58 
Tufted Titmice per count over the 
last 10 years of our count. Eastern 
Bluebirds have shown an even 
larger increase in numbers from 
an average of 23 per year over the 

first 10 years of our count to 125 
per count over the past 10 years. 
The many bluebird houses erected 
by landowners almost certainly 
account for some of this increase. 
The recent milder winters as a 
result of climate change also help. 

Although the 628 Dark-eyed 
Juncos found this year is not a 
record number, their species is also 
showing an increase on our count. 
Over the first ten years of our count 
we averaged 95 juncos per year, 
over the last ten years we have 
averaged 485 juncos per year.

Birds found in unusually low 
numbers were the Rough-legged 
Hawks (7) and Cedar Waxwings 
(2). My guess is that the Rough-
legged Hawks did not need to come 
this far south to find open ground 
where they could hunt for mice and 
voles. The low numbers of Cedar 
Waxwings might have to do with 
the limited amount of small fruit 
available this year. 

Species showing significant 
long-term declines continue to be 
the Ruffed Grouse and the Red-
headed Woodpecker. Over the first 
10 years of the count we averaged 
15 Ruffed Grouse per year, now 
we average one per year. Red-
headed Woodpecker has entirely 
disappeared from out count with 
none reported in the last 10 years. 
It never was common, but over 
the first 10 years of the count, we 
found one roughly every other 
year.

Readers probably have read 
about declines in some of our 
other bird species, but most of 
those species are birds that breed 
here and then travel south for 
the winter. The birds that we are 
counting either spend the entire 
year here or breed further north 
and visit us in the winter to find 
adequate food. Our milder winters 
have allowed some species that 
used to migrate to find food here 
all year long.

A Christmas Bird Count is a 
team effort between field teams 
and feeder watchers. In reviewing 
our count history, two more pairs 
of feeder watchers need to be 
thanked. Scott and Sue Douglas 
of Shoreham have contributed 
their feeder data 18 times, and 
Dick and Sue Philip, also from 
Shoreham, have contributed their 
feeder data 19 times. We really 
appreciate regular contributors 
like these folks, and we are always 
looking for additional people who 
live within the count circle, can 
identify the birds they are seeing, 
and who are interested in reporting 
what they see at their feeders. 

We would also love to have more 
young birders join our field teams. 
Anyone under 40 looks young to 
most of us. If you are interested 
in reporting your feeder birds or 
participating on a field team next 
year, contact Jim or Kris Andrews 
at 802-352-4734. Thanks again to 
all the volunteers and landowners.

Christmas birders reported 3,000 more than average

Making movies
KURT BRODERSON, EXECUTIVE director of Middlebury 

Community Television, leads the Youth Media Lab on Tuesdays 
this winter at Middlebury’s Ilsley Library. This past Tuesday a 
group of 5th-graders worked on adding effects to their short videos 
and learned the basics of a stop-motion animation. The youngsters 
worked together editing small clips they had taken by lining an 
effect up with the clip to increase the production value. The kids 
had a great time reviewing the clips that they had just made.

Photos by Håkon Olsen
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MIDDLEBURY AGWAY FARM & GARDEN
338 Exchange Street, Middlebury VT • 802-388-4937

Mon - Fri 8-6, Sat 8-5, Sun 9-4 • MiddleburyAgway.com

               YOUR YARD, GARDEN and PET PLACE™  • 802-388-4937

Open
 7 days

Happy New Year
and Thank you for your 

Business & Support!
All offers good on in-stock items, while supplies last. Offers expire 1/23/23.

Carhartt & Berne
Workwear

Treats & Pet Toys 
Leashes & Collars

  20% Off
 #5   Half Price  

Custom Engraved While You Wait!

  #6

          
Dog Wash Tokens

Buy 2 – Get 
the 3rd FREE!          Pet Tags

40% Off  

 #4

CELEBRATE 2023 CELEBRATE 2023 with the TOP TEN TOP TEN DealsDeals
 now through January 23, 2023 now through January 23, 2023!!    

 #9

$29.99

 #7

Generic 
Black Oil
Sunflower Seed 40lb

#10

Socks - Buy 2 – Get  the 
3rd FREE!  Carhartt and Darn Tough Socks

(mix and match, free item
must be equal or lesser value)

SKU: CTOP10SKU: CTOP10

This Coupon MAY BE COMBINED with 
EVERY other coupon offer or discount!

Limit 1 per customer.

$5 OFF 
 ANY purchase 
of $20.00 or more

#1

  In-stock items only, while supplies last. 
Cannot be combined with any other discount, 

in-store offer or coupon. If item is already on sale, 
you get whichever is the best deal!

    $25 OFF 
 ANY $100 or more other
                        purchase

CUSTOMER APPRECIATION COUPON #2CUSTOMER APPRECIATION COUPON CUSTOMER APPRECIATION COUPON #3

99¢ 
ALL AMERICAN
SUET

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY COUPON

Valid through 1/23/23

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY COUPON
Valid through 1/23/23 MIDDLEBURY AGWAY COUPON

Valid through 1/23/23

In-stock items only, while supplies last.
 Cannot be combined with any other discount, 
in-store offer or coupon. Limit 12 per customer.

Jeans, Pants, 
Sweatshirts, 

etc.

SKU: CLOTHING COUPON

 #8

All Winter Boots
for Men, Women & Kids

40% Off  
Excludes Muck® boots

Coats, Vests, Lined Bibs & Quilt Lined Pants
(Excludes Flannel and Fleece Lined Pants)

HURRY! Offer good on in-stock items only AND the BEST STUFF will Sell-Out FAST!

of Middlebury’s bike pump 
track are confident it will 
attract families, teenagers and 
adult bikers, and it will be free 
for all to use. The facility will 
be located in Middlebury Rec 
Park, next to the pool, playing 
fields and playgrounds. The 
bike pump track coalition aims 
to raise $6,000 during the next 
30 days. If that goal is met, the 
Vermont Department of Housing 
and Community Development’s 
Better Places grant will kick 
in $12,000 for a 2:1 match. 
Click tinyurl.com/4vnr6kxv for 
complete project details and to 
donate. The Middlebury Bike 
Pump Track Group thanks you 
for supporting our effort to build 
a community recreation space in 
town. 

The Addison Central School 
District is creating a new “Strategic 
Plan for Equity” to prioritize the 
success of every student. The plan 
will guide the district’s work for 
the next five years. In short, the 
plan’s three overarching goals are 
to create a sense of belonging, 
ensure equal access to education 
services, and create a successful 
learning environment. Now the 
ACSD Board wants feedback 
from the community on its equity 
goals, specifically how achieving 
them might look like to you. If you 
live in the ACSD communities of 
Bridport, Cornwall, Middlebury, 
Ripton, Salisbury, Shoreham 
and Weybridge, please check 
out acsdvt.org/domain/60 for 
information about the plan. The 
website includes a feedback form 
to convey your thoughts and 
priorities. Questions? Contact 
Mary Heather Noble at mnoble@
acsdvt.org.

Municipalities in Addison 
County that sustained damage 
from the Dec. 23-24 rain and 
windstorm can qualify for federal 
disaster relief funds. Vermont 
Emergency Management 
Director Erica Bornemann has 
requested a Preliminary Damage 
Assessment from the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency to determine if the state 
qualifies for a federal major 
disaster declaration following 
power outages and other damage 
resulting from the storm. The 
request asks for assessments in 
Addison, Caledonia, Chittenden, 
Essex, Franklin, Grand Isle 
and Orleans counties. Vermont 
officials have identified more 
than $2 million in costs incurred 
by utilities and communities, 
and assessments are on-going. 
To qualify for a major disaster 
declaration, Vermont must show 
at least $1.14 million in response 
and public infrastructure 
recovery costs. Individual 
counties must also show public 
infrastructure damages and 
recovery costs of $4.44 per 
capita, which includes the cost of 
power restoration in municipal 
utility service areas. FEMA must 
validate the damage estimates 
before Gov. Phil Scott can 
request a disaster declaration. A 
federal Public Assistance disaster 
declaration could reimburse 
municipal and non-profit utilities 
for 75% of restoration costs. A 
declaration could also reimburse 
municipalities for 75% of their 
costs for things like debris 
removal, road repairs, and staff 
overtime cleaning up after the 
storm. The assessments began 
on Jan. 9 and mainly entail 
reviewing financial records with 
utilities.

Addison County Home Health 
and Hospice is hosting a series 
of free Grief Support Groups 
beginning Jan. 18, continuing for 
eight weeks on Wednesdays until 
March 8. These meetings will be 
held in person at the Champlain 
Valley Unitarian Universalist 
Society, located at 2 Duane Court in 
Middlebury, from 3-4:30 p.m. All 
community members are welcome. 
Hospice chaplain Rev. Stephen 
Payne and Stephanie Corliss, 
LICSW, will lead the groups. 
Healthy snacks and coffee will be 
provided. For more information, 
call 802-388-7259.

The New Haven Fire 
Department will host an all-
you-can-eat pancake breakfast 
this Sunday, Jan. 15, from 7-11 
a.m. at the New Haven Town 
Hall. Proceeds will benefit the 
department. The breakfast 
will include plain or blueberry 

pancakes, French Toast, pure 
Vermont maple syrup, scrambled 
eggs, bacon, sausage, home fries, 
coffee, tea and juice. Additional 
seating will be available in the 
gym in case of overcrowding.

The Middlebury Natural Foods 
Co-op is seeking new candidates 
for its board of directors. The 
Co-op is a community-owned, 
democratically governed business 
that supports local farmers, 
provides jobs, and increases 
access to healthy foods. Serving 
on the board is one way to help 
steer the direction of the Co-op 
and help the organization thrive. 
Board members receive a yearly 
stipend and a 10% store discount, 
plus ample learning and leadership 
development opportunities. Board 
elections take place every May, 
and if you’re interested in running, 
please apply by March 12. For 
details, visit middlebury.coop/
learn/our-board or email erin.
buckwalter@gmail.com.

Average gasoline prices in 
Vermont have risen 4 cents per 
gallon during the past week, 
averaging $3.39 per gallon right 
now, according to GasBuddy’s 
survey of 626 stations in 
Vermont. Prices in Vermont 
are 23.6 cents lower than a 
month ago and 6.7 cents higher 
than a year ago. According to 
GasBuddy, the cheapest station 
in Vermont $2.99 this week; the 
most expensive was $3.67.

By the way
(Continued from Page 1A)

sports department in Addison 
County.

Such incidents are statistically 
more likely to happen at a Vermont 
high school than in an NFL game, 
but they’re still highly improbable. 

Local schools, 
their certified athletic 
trainers and their 
coaches are all ready 
if an athlete is struck 
in the same fashion 
as Hamlin — or if 
anyone present suffers 
a cardiac emergency, 
according to local 
athletic directors. 

“We have AEDs 
in the building and 
at the athletic fields or in close 
proximity,” said Middlebury Union 
High School AD Sean Farrell. “All 
coaches are required to do CPR/
AED training every other year to 
be considered certified coaches by 
the state of Vermont. We also have 
EAPs (Emergency Action Plans) 
for every team that are reviewed by 
the Athletic Trainer and practiced 
by the teams.”

Vergennes Union High School 
AD Peter Maneen and Mount 
Abraham AD Devin Wendel both 
said their schools have three AEDs 
on campus, with one portable out 
on the playing fields. AEDs are 
sophisticated, but user-friendly, 
devices that can analyze the heart’s 
rhythm and, if needed, deliver an 
electrical shock, or defibrillation, to 
help a heart re-establish its rhythm.

What’s important to know is that 
the consensus from medical experts 
is that Hamlin suffered from a rare 
condition called commotio cordis 
after taking a shoulder to the chest 
from a Bengals receiver. 

Commotio cordis can be caused 
by a blow to the chest 
delivered at a specific 
point in the heartbeat 
cycle — one, according 
to the New England 
Journal of Medicine, 
that lasts only between 
20 and 30 milliseconds 
— that causes a 
life-threatening heart 
arrhythmia or cardiac 
arrest.

According to the New England 
Cardiac Arrhythmia Center at Tufts 
Medical Center, there are only 20 
to 30 cases reported each year in 
the U.S.; this number is roughly 
comparable to the number of annual 
U.S. deaths due to lightning (20) 
and fewer than die annually in the 
U.S. in snowboarding and downhill 
skiing accidents (three dozen, about 
75% of those not wearing helmets).

A 2010 New England Journal 
of Medicine article, however, also 
stated the National Commotio 
Cordis Registry believes many 
cases have gone unrecorded.

Hamlin’s case was doubly rare, 
because commotio cordis primarily 
strikes those between the ages of 10 
and 18. The New England Journal 
of Medicine article also reported 
that 95% of known victims in the 
U.S. are boys or men.   

The article states about half of 
commotio cordis cases are found 
in young athletes playing organized 
sports who “receive a blow to 
the chest that is usually (but not 
always) delivered by a projectile 
used to play the game.” Baseball 
players are the most likely victims, 
followed by athletes who play 
softball, hockey, football, soccer 
and lacrosse. 

The key to survival, which 
is far from guaranteed, is a 
quick response. According to 
sadlersports.com, an insurance site, 
“The (National Commotio Cordis) 
Registry reports a survival rate of 
24 %.”  

Sadlersports.com also reports, 
“History shows that 
responding with CPR 
efforts within three to 
five minutes is critical. 
Studies indicate … 
that the chances of 
surviving an incident 
of commotio cordis are 
enhanced if a shock 
from an automated 
external defibrillator 
(AED) can be 
delivered promptly.”

According to 
the New England Journal 
of Medicine article National 
Commotio Cordis Registry data 
show survival rates have increased 
over time.

Reasons for this increase include 
some of the tactics now used in 
local high schools. As well as 
AEDs on their premises, all of the 

high schools have certified athletic 
trainers on staff, and their ADs said 
coaches take health issues seriously.

“All coaches are required 
to complete AED/CPR/EAP 
training,” said Maneen. “We hope 
to never need to use them (AEDs), 
but prepare just in case.”

Wendel pointed to another trend 
noted in the commotio cordis 
literature: better equipment.  

“The NFHS (National Federation 
of State High School Associations) 
recently changed the rules on chest 
protectors to require NOCSAE 
(National Operating Committee on 
Standards for Athletic Equipment) 
certifications for both lacrosse 
athletes and baseball catchers … 

to ensure there was 
appropriate padding 
and dispersive material 
installed on them,” 
Wendel said. 

Wendel also pointed 
out protection from 
schools’ medical 
staff and equipment 
extends to all school 
staff and students, 
not just athletes, as 
well as to all visitors. 
While there have 

been no apparent commotio cordis 
incidents in the state, he recalled a 
prominent 2015 incident during the 
girls’ basketball postseason at the 
University of Vermont.

“It really wasn’t all too long ago 
the Rice head coach dropped at 
Patrick Gym during a playoff game 
and was revived on the scene with 

Defibrillators
(Continued from Page 1A)

“We hope to 
never need 
to use them 
(defibrillators), 
but prepare 
just in case.”

— VUHS AD 
Peter Maneen

“We have AEDs 
in the building 
and at the 
athletic fields 
or in close 
proximity.”
— Middlebury 
Union High School 
AD Sean Farrell
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Send a special message 
to your Valentine through 
the Addison Independent. 

Messages will be published 
on Thursday, February 9.  

It’s free!

Email: advertising@addisonindependent.com 
Online: addisonindependent.com/reader-submissions

Mail: 58 Maple Street in the Marble Works in Middlebury

Thursday, Feb. 2
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DEADLINE:

MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 
police cited Timothy Farr, 69, of 
Middlebury for second-degree 
aggravated domestic assault and 
unlawful trespass, following 
investigation of an alleged home 
invasion and assault at a Court 
Street home on Jan. 7. 

Police said Addison County 
Sheriff’s Department deputies took 
Farr to the Marble Valley Regional 
Correctional Facility, where he 
was lodged for lack of bail on an 
unrelated, in-state arrest warrant. 

Vermont State Troopers assisted 
in the case, according to police.

In other action last week, 
Middlebury police enforced the 
town’s overnight winter parking ban 
downtown on Jan. 3, 5 and 7, and 
also:

• Assisted Middlebury Regional 
EMS (MREMS) with the successful 
resuscitation of a suspected narcotic 
overdose victim on Green Mountain 
Drive on Jan. 2.

• Helped defuse a family argument 
at a Munson Road home on Jan. 3.

• Responded to a reported dispute 
between some Case Street neighbors 
on Jan. 3. 

• Responded to a report of a 
fight involving Middlebury Union 
High School students on Jan. 4. 

NEW HAVEN — Vermont State 
Police reported that a Leicester 
man just could not stay away from 
a Leicester Whiting Road property 
last week even though he had court 
orders commanding that he stay 
away.

Troopers were called to the 
Leicester home at 8:31 p.m. on 
Jan. 4 for a reported dispute. 
Officers investigated and said 
that Christopher Bridgmon, 
36, violated his court-ordered 
conditions of release by contacting 
a woman at the home. Troopers 
arrested Bridgmon, took him to 
the New Haven barracks and cited 
him for violation for conditions of 
release.

A few hours after Bridgmon’s 
court hearing on Jan. 5, state police 
were called to the Leicester home 
at 7:30 p.m., again for a dispute. 
Troopers reported that Bridgmon 
violated three sets of court-ordered 
conditions by contacting the same 
woman and a man at the home. 
Police said their investigation 
also showed that Barbara 
Bridgmon, 66, of Leicester joined 
Christopher Bridgmon in causing 
public annoyance by making 
unreasonable noise at night. 

Police cited Barbara Bridgmon 
for disorderly conduct, and they 
took Christopher Bridgmon to 
the barracks and cited him for 
violation of conditions of release 
and disorderly conduct. 

Finally, on Saturday, Jan. 7, at 
around 2:30 p.m., troopers were 
called again to the Leicester home. 
They said Christopher Bridgmon 
violated his court-ordered 
conditions of release by remaining 
on the property. Police took him to 
the barracks for the third time, was 
cited for violation of conditions 
of released, and released … with 
conditions. 

In other recent activity, Vermont 
State Police:

• On Jan. 4 at just after 11 a.m. 
troopers responded to a report of 
a two vehicle crash on Route 7 at 
the intersection with Holman Road 
in Salisbury. Police report that a 
2021 Nissan Rogue driven by a 
61-year-old Rochester woman was 
following too closely a Casella 
garbage truck on a wet road in 
the rain and the Rogue could not 
stop in time and rear-ended the 

VERGENNES — Vergennes 
police on Jan. 3 cited a juvenile 
for the nighttime break-in and theft 
from Maplefields convenience store 
at the junction of Main and South 
Water streets. 

Police on Jan. 2 reported on 
their Facebook page that they had 
surveillance camera photos of a 

Man cited for aggravated domestic assault

garbage truck. Neither driver was 
injured, according to police, but 
both vehicles were considered total 
losses.

Troopers were assisted on scene 
by members of the Salisbury 
Fire Department and Middlebury 
Regional EMS.

On Jan. 7 at 11:31 p.m. stopped 
a car after seeing a violation on 
Route 116 South in Bristol. Police 
cited Robert Martineit, 40, of 
Middlebury for driving under the 
influence, third offense.

• On Jan. 9 at around 9:29 p.m. 
responded to a reported one-
vehicle rollover crash on Route 7 
in Ferrisburgh. Troopers said the 
driver and only person in the Ford 
F350 pickup truck, identified as 
Owen Arnold, 28, of Charlotte, 
was taken to UVM Medical Center 
for treatment of minor injuries. 
Police said that Arnold was 
driving northbound on Route 7 at 
approximately 50 mph when the 
pickup veered off the northbound 
lane, struck a fence, rolled and 
came to rest on the driver’s side. 
Police cited Arnold for driving 
under the influence. The pickup 
was totaled.

Vergennes police assisted state 
police at the scene.

• On Jan. 9 at a few minutes after 
9 p.m. were told about a stopped 
vehicle blowing its horn in the 
vicinity of Route 116 and Notch 
Road in Bristol. Troopers spoke 
with the driver, identified as Scott 
Bennett, 38, of Essex Junction. 
They cited Bennett for driving 
under the influence of drugs, 
third offense, and driving with a 
criminally suspended license.

Troopers were assisted 
Middlebury police.

• On Jan. 10 issued a press release 
regarding the resolution of a case 
from last summer. Police report that 
over several days in May and June 
2022, Joseph Craig, a 22-year-old 
transient, touched an adult woman 
in a sexual manner at the Subway 
restaurant in Ferrisburgh, where 
they were both working at the time. 
After investigating, state police last 
week cited Craig for two counts of 
prohibited conduct. 

Police said Craig is currently 
incarcerated at the Northwest 
State Correctional Facility for an 
unrelated offense. 

Police LogVt. State

Police said the case remains under 
investigation.

• Assisted Middlebury Regional 
EMS on a medical call to the 
Residence at Otter Creek on Jan. 5.

• Cited Jason Elder, 39, of New 
York with simple assault, following 
an investigation of an incident near 
the intersection of Main Street and 
Merchants Row on Jan. 5 at around 
3 p.m. Police said the victim in this 
case sustained “minor injuries.”

• Cited Laryssa Dutton, 28, 
and Larry Lanpher Jr., 31, both 
of Leicester, for possession of 
cocaine, following an investigation 
in a parking lot off Exchange Street 
at 2:30 a.m. on Jan. 5. Officers 
conducted a consent search of the 
suspects’ vehicle, which yielded 
an unspecified amount of crack 
cocaine, according to police.

• Assisted Brandon police with 
a drunken driving investigation at 
Porter Hospital on Jan. 5.

• Responded to a report of a large, 
noisy party at a South Main Street 

address at 11 p.m. on Jan. 6.
• Investigated a truancy report on 

Court Street on Jan. 6.
• Assisted with a “student issue” at 

Mary Hogan Elementary on Jan. 6.
• Served a no-trespass order on a 

man who had been making people 
“uncomfortable” at a Washington 
Street store on Jan. 6.

• Continued an investigation on 
Jan. 8 into a person believed to have 
violated their release conditions by 
entering a Route 7 property.

• Served court diversion 
paperwork to a minor who had been 
consuming alcohol and urinating in 
public in the Maecliff Court area 
on Jan. 7. Police that same evening 
responded to a noise complaint in 
the same neighborhood and served a 
complaint to tenants who had been 
hosting a loud party in a Maecliff 
Court home.

• Helped calm an out-of-control 
juvenile in the Court Street area on 
Jan. 7.

• Investigated a verbal dispute at 
an Elm Street apartment on Jan. 7.

• Responded to a car-versus-deer 
accident on Route 7 South on Jan. 7.

• Were informed of the theft of 
a wallet and other items from an 
unlocked car parked off Old College 
Farm Road on Jan. 7.

• Investigated the reported theft 
of a vehicle from a Seminary Street 
Extension driveway on Jan. 7.

• Assisted the Albany, N.Y., 
Police Department with a funeral 
procession from Exchange Street to 
North Pleasant Street on Jan. 7.

• Responded to a verbal dispute 
between parents involved in a child 
custody exchange on Court Street 
Extension on Jan. 7.

• Investigated threats made to a 
Boardman Street business on Jan. 7.

• Assisted Porter Hospital officials 
with an unruly patient on Jan. 7.

• Warned a person carrying an 
open container of alcohol on South 
Main Street on Jan. 7.

• Assisted Porter Hospital 
Emergency Department staff with 
a disorderly man in their lobby on 
Jan. 7.

• Investigated allegations of a fire 
in a parking lot off Seymour Street 
on Jan. 8. Police said it turned out to 
be children making smores in a fire 
pit.

• Responded to the reported theft 
of more than $300 in groceries from 
a Court Street Extension business on 
Jan. 8.

• Conducted a health and welfare 
check on a North Pleasant Street 
resident on Jan. 8. 

Police Log
Middlebury

Juvenile cited for break-in at city Maplefields

Police Log
Vergennes

young man using a rock to break 
the store’s glass door at around 
11:50 p.m. on Jan. 1. Police said 

they then received information that 
led to the citation of a suspect they 
had identified as “a young white 
male with brown hair, wearing 
gray slippers, black socks, black/
gray plaid fleece pajama pants, a 
black jacket, and an orange hooded 
sweatshirt.”

Surveillance photos showed the 

person inside the store taking an 
alcoholic drink from the cooler and 
possibly cigarettes. On Jan. 2, at 
least one person on the department’s 
Facebook page claimed to be able 
to identify the person in the photos, 
and soon afterward the department 
took down the post. 

The next day, Tuesday, Jan. 3, 
police cited a juvenile into court 
to answer charges of burglary, 
larceny from a building, possessing 
burglary tools, unlawful mischief, 
giving false information to law 
enforcement and furnishing alcohol 
to minors. 

Police thanked the public for their 
assistance in the case.

In other action between Dec. 
26 and Jan. 9, Vergennes police 
conducted 28 traffic stops, five 
patrols by cruiser and one on 
foot, and two VIN inspections; 
fingerprinted six job applicants; 
responded to a false alarm; ticketed 
11 cars for violating the city’s 
wintertime overnight parking ban; 
and also:

On Dec. 26:
• Responded to a minor two-car 

accident on Depot Road.
• Referred a call from a Waltham 

resident concerned about the nature 
of their in-home care to Adult 
Protective Services.

On Dec. 27: 
• Responded to a minor two-car 

accident on Main Street.
• Conducted a background 

investigation for another law 
enforcement agency.

On Dec. 28 directed traffic while 
company employees cleaned up a 
concrete spill on Main Street.

On Dec. 29:
• Checked out a report of a man 

either sleeping or passed out in a car 
in the Kennedy Brothers parking 
lot. The car was gone when officers 
arrived.

• Looked into a call reporting a 
(See Vergennes log, Page 13A)

OtterCreekBakery.com

OPEN TUESDAY—SATURDAY, 7AM-4PM
SUNDAY & MONDAY 8AM-2PM

14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDDLEBURY, VT  |  802-388-3371

NOW 
OPEN

DAYS A 
WEEK!
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Over top
Trucks equipped with bucket lifts and a big crane staged in front of a Benedict Lane home in Middlebury on Tuesday as crews prepared 

to extricate a 70-foot pine that had fallen on the apartment building Dec. 30. Early that Friday morning, pitch black with screaming wind, 
resident Forrest Manning heard brushing on the window and then the house shook as something struck. Turns out it was the tree. 
Fortunately, it didn’t damage the building, though it did get tangled up with utility wires. After cutting off the tree in pieces on Tuesday and 
hauling some of them over the top of the home, utility workers straightened the lines and restored order to the neighborhood.

Independent photo/Steve James
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Bristol, VT Homeowner 
Recommends Bristol Electronics

 

We are so pleased with our electric solar panels that we want to tell 
everyone about our great experience!  The wonderful team at Bristol 
Electronics installed the ground-mount array last fall. We had them put in 
our solar hot water system several years prior and had established a good 
working relationship with them. We already knew them to be reliable and 
quick to fix any problems that arose. 
 We enjoy the idea of being a part of protecting the environment so 

when it came time to deciding on what type of solar panels to install for 
electricity, we contacted Bristol Electronics first, while also considering 
other companies and products as well. There’s a big world out there with 
a variety of choices and it was hard to know whose product was actually 

FREE SITE EVALUATIONS

802 . 453 . 2500
BristolElectronicsVT.com

best for our needs. Finally in the end, we decided on choosing Bristol Electronics because of their reliability, best 
price, the best installment time frame and most efficient system using micro-inverters instead of the conventional
less expensive string inverters. 
The team provided very professional and pleasant service all the way from the planning stages to final clean-up. 

When we finally made the decision to “break ground”, they were exceptionally fast, professional and easy to work 
with. From start to finish, we were making electricity in about 2 weeks.  Indeed, our yard looks better now than 
before they started!  In the end, we are saving a lot of money on both our solar hot water and solar electric systems.  
Thank you Bristol Electronics for your excellent service in meeting our hopes and expectations!

Sincerely, Ed & Emily Hilbert – Bristol, VT
 

Well maintained, black leather seats and interior are in excellent shape. 
New brakes, new studded snow tires, 4WD, sunroof, heated seats, etc. 

$13,900 with just over 150,000 miles. Single owner. 
Available to see in Middlebury
Call Angelo at 802-349-7069.

GREAT IN 
GREAT IN 

SNOWSNOW

JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE LIMITED
2012

Inaugural singers
MIDDLEBURY UNION HIGH School Camerata Singers, led by Choral Director Liz Lebeau, had the honor of singing the Vermont Anthem, “These Green Hills” at Gov. 

Scott’s 4th Inauguration at the State House in Montpelier on Thursday, Jan. 5. The students, shown here with state representative Matt Birong, included Ainsleigh Johnson, 
Orlinne Maceno, Camila Blanco, Mary Johnson, Silas Taylor, Asa Baker-Rouse, Fiamma Battistini, Bea Hooper, Aislynne McGill, Diana Herasim, and Lily Finn. This was 
the first time many had visited the state house. Students connected with local politicians, toured the building, sang their hearts out, and witnessed history in the making. 

Photo courtesy of Liz Lebeau

Lincoln
(Continued from Page 1A)

possibly intoxicated man in a car 
in the parking lot near the Subway 
restaurant; it was gone on their 
arrival. 

On Dec. 30 checked the welfare 
of a Hillside Drive resident, who 
insisted she did not require a trip to 
the hospital. Police said AgeWell 
had also visited her earlier in the 
day, and that the next day she did go 
to the hospital. 

On Jan. 1:
 • Checked on a Main Street 

resident who was reported to be 
possibly suicidal. Police said he 
declined the offer of counseling.

 • Heard from a First Street resident 
that a roommate with health issues 
was missing, but also heard back 
shortly afterward that all was OK.

On Jan. 2:
• Issued a no-trespass order 

on behalf of a Monkton Road 
homeowner.

• Heard from an apparently 
intoxicated woman on Main Street 
that four hooded men had attacked 
her and pushed her into bushes. 
Police said the complaint could not 
be substantiated.

On Jan. 4 calmed a family dispute 
at a Main Street residence.

On Jan. 5:
• Heard from a city business that 

an employee just fired might be 
disgruntled enough to act out against 
the company.

• Calmed a family dispute at a 
School Street residence.

On Jan. 7 warned the owner of a 
dog that had gotten loose and had 
bitten a juvenile without breaking 
the skin.

On Jan. 8:
• Responded to School Street 

when a caller reported hearing two 
or three people arguing and a car 
alarm sounding. Police said the 
scene was clear when they arrived.

• Tried unsuccessfully to notify 
a city resident on behalf of Essex 
police of a relative’s death. Police 
said someone in Essex eventually 
was able to get through.

On Jan. 9:
• Responded to Panton Road after 

a tractor-trailer unit backed over a 
fire hydrant while trying to make a 
delivery. Police said the truck had to 

be towed. 
• Heard from a woman that she 

feared a man was following her 
around the city. Police spoke to the 
man and said they determined the 
concern was unfounded.

• Calmed a family dispute at a 
School Street residence and offered 
to get the people involved in touch 
with social service agencies.

Vergennes log 
(Continued from Page 12A)

Middlebury, VT

Hop on in, this weekend ...

Board members explained 
the Lincoln School District’s 
central office will be made up of 
three jobs that work out to 1.5 
fulltime-equivalent positions: 
superintendent, district business 
manager and special services 
administrator. 

At its Jan. 2 meeting, the Lincoln 
School Board voted to hire Madelyn 
Crudo-Burke of Mendon to serve 
as acting superintendent and acting 
director of special education for 
the district. Crudo-Burke began 
working with the board last year 
as an education consultant. She 
has held administrative and special 
education positions in public 
schools in both Vermont and New 
Hampshire. 

Also this month, the Lincoln 
School District posted job openings 
for the remaining central office 
job. The Lincoln School District 
is also looking to fill two positions 
at the Lincoln Community School: 
a literacy interventionist and a 
math teacher/apprentice principal 
position.  

Applications for those four 
positions are set to close on Jan. 
13. Lincoln school director Mari 
Gemignani said the board is feeling 
confident about being able to fill the 
district’s vacant positions. 

“We haven’t formally offered 
contracts to people, but it doesn’t 
seem like it’s going to be a problem 
with recruitment. We’re not at all 
seriously concerned about that,” 
she said at the Jan. 10 meeting. 

As far as office space, Lincoln 
School Board 
member Jeanne Albert 
explained at the Jan. 10 
meeting that the board 
is working to find a 
location to house the 
central office. 

“In the conversations 
we’ve had up to now, 
we don’t anticipate 
needing a lot of space,” 
she said. “It could be 
part of the Lincoln 
school building.” 
BUDGET UPDATE 

The board presented 
an update on 
development of the 
district’s FY24 budget 
at Tuesday’s meeting. 
Albert told attendees 
the board is still working to 
finalize the budget, but LSD’s total 
education spending is anticipated 
to be $4.1 million to $4.2 million. 
The estimated cost per equalized 
pupil in Lincoln is expected to be 
between $21,800 and $22,300. 

Albert noted that the board 
expects the FY24 education tax rate 
to be about 12 to 16 cents higher 
than the FY23 rate. She explained 
that the main driver of the tax 
increase is based on an adjustment 
in Lincoln’s common level of 
appraisal, from 100.17 to 87.72 
to account for increased property 
values relative to the grand list. 

The common level of appraisal is 
an adjustment that the state makes 
when assessing education property 
taxes to make the level of taxation 
equal among all Vermont towns. If 
a town’s grant list (list of the value 
of all its properties) is less than 100 
that indicates that fair market value 
for the properties is higher than the 
grand list values, so then the tax 
rate is increased.

For Lincoln residents that pay 
education taxes based on the 
value of their home, that expected 
increase in the tax rate corresponds 
to an increase of $120 to $160 
per $100,000 of property value. 
The board said estimates indicate 

that the education tax rate will be 
about the same as last year’s for 
the roughly two-thirds of Lincoln 
residents who pay based on their 
income. 

Albert said meetings 
to finalize the FY24 
budget will take place 
in February, with more 
information about those 
meetings forthcoming. 

Board members 
also provided an 
update on the district’s 
fundraising efforts 
to cover expenses 
associated with getting 
the district up and 
running. The donated 
funds will be used to 
cover transition costs 
such as legal and 
consulting fees. 

Gemignani said that 
the board is thrilled 
with fundraising efforts 

thus far. As of the Jan. 10 meeting, 
over $80,000 had been raised 
toward the district’s 
$100,000 goal. 

“We’ve been so 
pleased and happy at 
the number of donations 
that we’ve gotten so far. 
This is really going to 
work for us,” she said. 
SCHOOL CHOICE 
POLICY 

Lincoln school 
directors at the Jan. 10 
meeting also outlined 
the work ahead for 
the district between 
now and July. That 
includes finalizing an 
exit agreement with the 
Mount Abraham Unified School 
District and developing Lincoln 
School District policies. 

Board members noted another 
focus in the coming weeks will 
be helping Lincoln families with 
prospective 7th- to 12th-grade 
students understand the LSD’s 
school choice policy and determine 
what schools those students will 
attend in the upcoming school year. 

In December, the Lincoln School 
Board voted unanimously to offer 
Lincoln’s middle and high school 
students full school choice. That 

decision means the Lincoln School 
District will pay tuition for 7-12 
graders to attend any middle or 
high school approved by the state. 

Some attendees at the Jan. 10 
meeting asked about the likelihood 
of a middle or high school not 
having space for Lincoln students 
wanting to attend that school. 
Lincoln School Board Vice Chair 
Abby Reynolds said the board 
has been communicating with 
nearby school districts and does 
not currently believe space will be 
a problem. 

“Our understanding from the 
research we’ve done here is that 
it would be incredible unlikely 
that there wouldn’t be a spot for a 
particular student,” she said.  

Board members said they believe 
many 7-12 graders in Lincoln will 
choose to continue attending Mount 
Abraham Union High School in 
Bristol, though the board wants to 
ensure all Lincoln families with 
a middle or high school student 
understand their options under the 

district’s school choice 
policy. School board 
member Rob Backlund 
said engaging with these 
families will be a major 
focus for board members 
in the weeks ahead. 

Backlund said the 
board will also be 
fine-tuning logistics 
of the secondary 
school policy, such as 
transportation options. 
The board has stated 
that transportation will 
be provided for Lincoln 
students who attend 
Mount Abe, and board 

members are looking into the 
potential need for transportation to 
other middle and high schools. 

“We want transportation equity. 
If you choose to go to a school but 
you can’t get there, it isn’t really a 
choice. So, we’ve got some legwork 
to do on that,” Backlund said. 

“We want 
transportation 
equity. If you 
choose to go 
to a school 
but you can’t 
get there, it 
isn’t really 
a choice. So, 
we’ve got 
some legwork 
to do on that.”

— school board 
member Rob 

Backlund

“We’ve been 
so pleased 
and happy at 
the number of 
donations that 
we’ve gotten 
so far. This is 
really going to 
work for us.”

— school board 
member Mari 

Gemignani
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ART CAN  CHANGE EVERYTHING

Art & Fine Craft Gallery

Raku pottery by Valerie Dearing. 

Winter hours in effect Jan.-Feb.
Weds & Thurs 11-4 & Fri & Sat 10-5 
802-453-4032 | artonmain.net

25 Main Street, Bristol, VTcvplumbingheating.com champlainvalleyfuels.com

PLUMBING & HEATING
125 Monkton Road

Bristol, VT
802-453-2325

FUEL DELIVERY
185 Exchange Street

Middlebury, VT
802-388-4975

Happy New Year!
Wishing You a Happy, Wishing You a Happy, 
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• Dependable Delivery
• 24-hour Emergency Service

• Free estimates for new installations and renovations

JAMES A. DUMONT, ESQ.
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Bristol, Vermont
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jim@dumontlawvt.com

Visit our website at
dumontlawvt.com

Representing injury victims for more than 35 years

Call me toll free - 1-866-453-7011

Starksboro hires first town administrator 

LINCOLN — The Lincoln 
Library presents “A People’s Safari 
to Amazing Kruger Slideshow” 
by Dale and Lucinda Cockrell on 
Thursday, Jan. 26, at 7 p.m. 

Lincoln residents Lucinda and 
Dale Cockrell this past fall spent 
34 days on a self-guided photo 
safari in South Africa’s Kruger 
National Park. During that time, 
they saw and photographed lions, 
leopards, cheetahs, elephants, 
giraffes, crocodiles, landscapes, 
more than 130 different bird species, 
bugs, butterflies, and so much 
more. They’ll share some of their 
photographs and adventures, and 
also provide details on how one can 
enjoy a “trip of a lifetime” safari on 
an ordinary-person budget. Please 
sign up at the library if you’d like to 

attend.
FROM LINCOLN 

COMMUNITY SCHOOL: 
Beginning on Jan. 23, the K-4 classes 
will embark on a four week cultural 
study of Cameroon. Students will 
choose to become experts from 
one of the following aspects of 
the Cameroonian culture: cooking 
and agriculture, mask making, 
adornment, and weaving. Students 
will vote for which of these they 
would like to become an “expert” 
on. The study will culminate with a 
final celebration on Friday, Feb. 17. 

FROM THE TOWN: These are 
the town official positions that will 
be voted on by Australian ballot in 
March: Selectboard 1 year remaining 
of a 3-year term, Selectboard 2-year 
term, Selectboard 3-year term, Town 

Clerk 1-year, First Constable 1-year, 
Second Constable 1-year, Collector 
of Delinquent Taxes 1-year, Town 
Meeting Moderator 1-year, Lister 
3-year, Lister 2 years remaining of 
a 3-year term, Library Trustee two 
positions, each for a 3-year term.

Candidates for these positions are 
encouraged to pick up blank petitions 
and consent forms at the town office 
or at lincolnvermont.org/forms. 
Nominating petitions require at least 
11 signatures of Lincoln voters, and 
are due to the town clerk no later 
than 5 p.m. on Monday, Jan. 30. 
Petitions must be accompanied by 
a completed consent form, allowing 
the clerk to print your name on the 
ballot. 

These Lincoln School District 
positions are also upcoming in 
March. They are: School District 
Meeting Moderator 1-year, School 
Director 2-years, School Director 
3-years, School District Clerk 1-year, 
School District Treasure 1-year. 
These positions will be elected in 
person at the annual meeting, no 
petitions are needed as nominations 
will be from the floor.

SAVE THE DATE: Hill Country 
Holiday Winter Carnival will be 
held the weekend of February 3-5.

NEWS

Lincoln Have a news tip?
Call Dawn Mikkelsen at 453-7029

Bristol light
REVELERS TURNED OUT at the Watershed Center on Plank Road in Bristol for a low-key celebration 

of the Winter Solstice on Dec. 21. Luminaria lit the way to the picnic area, where there was a warm 
fire to light the year’s longest night. Thank you to all that came end helped The Watershed Center 
celebrate the solstice. Photo by Jonathan Blake

By MARIN HOWELL 
STARKSBORO — The town 

of Starksboro has hired its first-
ever town administrator, with a 
familiar face being chosen to fill 
the position. The selectboard last 
month offered Hinesburg resident 
Rebecca Elder the part-time role, 
which was adapted from the 
selectboard assistant position that 
Elder has held since 2017. 

Selectboard Chair Koran 
Cousino said the board’s decision 
to hire Elder was based in part 
on her experience as a Starksboro 
municipal employee. In addition to 
selectboard assistant, Elder served 
as the town’s zoning administrator 
from 2018-2020 and is currently 
serving as interim zoning 
administrator. 

“There’s a wealth of knowledge 
that she brings. She brings the 
institutional knowledge of our 
organization with her, so that’s a 
huge help,” Cousino said. 

Elder’s new role as town 
administrator includes helping 
supervise and coordinate town 
operations and support the 
selectboard in carrying out the 
board’s responsibilities. According 
to the job description composed 
by the town, responsibilities of 
Starksboro’s town administrator 
also include: 

• Planning, organizing, directing 

and coordinating town affairs 
in areas that are not directly the 
responsibility of others. 

• Helping the selectboard 
develop policies for the general 
direction of town affairs. 

• Planning long-range programs 
for town departments. 

• Performing administrative and 
technical duties as assigned by the 
selectboard. 

Elder started her new job on 
Dec. 5. The part-time position 
is 18-24 hours per week, with 
the total number of hours to be 
determined by the selectboard or 
what the workload requires.  

Starksboro is one of three 
towns in the 5-town area with a 
town administrator; the others are 
Bristol and Monkton. New Haven 
hired its first town administrator (a 
job that also included the zoning 
administrator’s responsibilities) 
in 2019, though that position has 
been vacant since 2021. 

Cousino said the town has 
been looking to take on a town 
administrator for a few years 
now, but only recently received 
the financial backing it needed to 
create the post with a portion of the 
town’s $521,300 share of American 
Rescue Plan Act funding.

“A lot of discussion has not been 
about whether or not we need the 
position, but whether or not we 

can afford the position,” Cousino 
explained. “With ARPA funding 
being available to seed a position, 
it gave us the incentive we needed 
to go ahead and do it.” 

Cousino said the selectboard 
will gradually increase the local 
taxpayer portion of funding for the 
job over the next few years until 
the the position is entirely absorbed 
into the town’s budget. 

Since her hiring, Elder said she’s 
enjoyed getting a chance to spend 
more time in the Starksboro town 
offices. 

“There’s more opportunity for 
collaboration with the town clerk 
and the opportunity to see people 
stopping into the office, which 
is nice. It gives me a bit more 
connection with our community,” 
she said. “It’s nice to be developing 
our team. It’s a nice, small office 
to work in and it’s a good space 
to collaborate and communicate 
about what our little town needs.” 

Elder is also looking forward 
to being able to help Starkboro 
committees and community 
members move forward with 
various projects.

“Having worked with Starksboro 
for the last five years, I’ve heard 
a lot of projects and ideas the 
community has had that, for a lot 
of reasons, haven’t been able to 
get much traction,” she said. “I’m 
excited to help various boards and 
committees think about various 
funding sources and help with 
inter-committee collaboration and 
talking with community members 
about how to get these ideas to 
fruition.”

Curbside pick-up, local delivery & shipping available
12 Main St. Bristol  •  802-453-6945  •  www.simonsaysvt.com
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(when they’re not 
outside!)

Used & New Books
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Supply Your Imagination
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Large Vermont & Nature Sections
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If  you’re not sleeping,  
maybe you’re doing it wrong.
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is now leaning toward either 
renovating/expanding on site or 
building new. While renovating 
the current building would be the 
cheapest (at $5.5 million), Ilsley 
advocates don’t believe that would 
be prudent.

“Ultimately we would just be 
putting a Band Aid on a flawed 
building, for our current purposes” 
said Joe McVeigh, chair of the 
Ilsley Library Board of Trustees. 
“We viewed our charge as not 
simply fixing the problems, but 
to be looking to the future needs 
of the town. It’s short-sighted 
approach to simply look at what 
we have now and not look down 
the road. It’s been 40 years since 
the last changes to the building 
— and at the time, those changes 
were projected to last for around 40 
years, and I’m not sure they quite 
did.”

The Ilsley, according to library 
officials, has inadequate and 
poorly configured space that isn’t 
meeting the community’s service 
expectations. It has low ceilings 
and support columns; has a poorly 
lit and under-sized children’s 
area that suffers from ground 
water leaks, mold and a broken 
wastewater system that causes 
offensive odors; needs better 
amenities for teens and ‘tweens; 
and has areas and resources that 
aren’t accessible to some folks who 
are physically challenged.

An Ilsley 100 Project Team has 
been mapping out an improvement 
plan to meet patrons’ needs at 
a price taxpayers can afford. 
Officials have concluded the 
library needs to expand by roughly 
6,000 square feet, to a total of 
24,000. That would allow the 
facility to, among other things, 
double the space for children’s 
resources and programs, ensure 
safety and accessibility throughout 
the library, offer additional meeting 
rooms, adequate work areas for 
library staff and storage, and more 
restrooms.
DETAILS OF FOUR PLANS

Ilsley officials contracted with 
estimator Henry Erickson of 
Warren to assign dollars to the four 
library makeover options. Here’s 

what he delivered:
• Option A — Renovating the 

library within its current footprint: 
$5.5 million. This would include 
replacement of aging mechanical, 
electrical, sprinkler and elevator 
systems; creating a second means 
of egress on the third level of the 
new building; and installation of 
a new heating, ventilation and air 
conditioning system.

Also included would be 
foundation work, some 
rearrangement of office and study 
spaces, new finishes, paint job, 
acoustic treatment and addition of 
a pavilion for outdoor programs.

While this option would preserve 
the 1924 building, it wouldn’t 
provide enough space for library 
programming, wouldn’t resolve 
accessibility issues and would 
require temporary relocation of 
Ilsley services during construction.

“It seemed like too much 
taxpayer money to not be achieving 
any of the community’s goals, just 
treading water in this building,” 
Ilsley Library Director Dana Hart 
said.

• Option B — Renovate and 
expand on site: $14.8 million. 

This would entail renovating 
and repairing the 1924 building 
while adding square footage in 
one or more locations for a total 
of 24,256 square feet. Portions of 
the 1977 and 1988 additions would 
be selectively demolished to make 
room for the expansion.

Such a project would preserve 
the 1924 building and meet 
current/future programming needs, 
but would require temporary 
relocation of library services and 
would reduce available space for 
outdoor programs.

• Option C — Renovate and 
add annex: $12.7 million. This 
would involve “Option A,” along 
with the purchase/renovation of 
an additional property with an 
existing structure. Some advocates 
have specifically cited the long-
vacant, former Ben Franklin store 
at 63 Main St.

This solution would preserve the 
1924 building, create new space 
for programming and provide 
a temporary refuge for library 
services during renovations. On 

the other hand, the dual sites would 
require duplication of services, 
more staff, increased maintenance 
costs, loss of property tax revenue 
from the Ben Franklin building and 
might require closure of Bakery 
Lane during construction.

McVeigh noted the Ben Franklin 
structure would at the very 
least need to be gutted, rewired, 
equipped with new lighting and 
outfitted with a stronger floor in 
order to be used as a library annex. 
There’s also the potential need for 
asbestos abatement, he said. All 
these factors would further affect 
the price of Option C.

“There was excitement on the 
project team to explore (Option 
C),” Hart said. “But ultimately, 
what we realized is that in order to 
make that work, we’d have to divide 
adult services from youth services, 
which would be programmatically 
horrible. It would really impact 
the library’s mission, would be 
divisive in the community, and 
would limit everyone’s ability to 
use the library… If it’s two separate 
buildings, either the kids are going 
to go to the library or the parents 
are; they’re not going to make two 
stops.”

• Option D — Reimagine and 
build new: $23 million.

This would entail erecting a 
new facility on a different site, 
with the town-owned “Economic 
Development Initiative (EDI)” 
property behind the Ilsley seen as 
a prime candidate.

“The library could become 
the anchor occupant within a 
potential mixed-use development 
including a parking structure, some 
commercial, and a potential for 
much-needed downtown housing 
or offices,” reads an Option D 
narrative provided by the Ilsley 
100 Project Team.

The $23 million estimate reflects 

new construction for a two-level 
parking garage plus the library. It 
doesn’t include adaptive re-use 
costs or potential revenues from 
the existing library or other uses in 
a mixed-use development.

On the plus side, this option 
would allow for design of a 
structure to meet library needs well 
into the future. And there’d be no 
need for a temporary library spot 
during construction.

On the negative side, it could 
mean losing the 1924 building 
(while finding a buyer/tenant) and 
require enlisting a project partner 
willing to incorporate the library 
into their mixed-used development 
on the EDI parcel.

It should be noted that estimates 
for all four options include base 
construction costs (labor, material, 
etc.), fees and general conditions 
for the prime contractor, bonds 
and insurance for the contractor, 
contingency, escalation to cover 
the potential for inflation (over a 
one-year period), owner costs at 
10%; and professional fees at 10%.

The estimates don’t include 
rental and moving costs for a 
temporary library location.

“We asked for ‘order of 
magnitude’ estimate,” McVeigh 
said. “Although we think the 
numbers (Erickson) came up with 
are pretty darned accurate, you’ve 
got to take them with a grain of 
salt, because they don’t represent 
a (building) design. We aren’t that 
far along.”

It should also be noted that 
the Ilsley’s client base extends 
well beyond Middlebury. The 
library now has 2,874 Middlebury 
cardholders and 919 non-resident 
cardholders, for a total of 3,793.

After receiving and considering 
community feedback, the project 
team will vote on which option to 
recommend to the selectboard.

Ilsley Library
(Continued from Page 1A)

Middlebury-area residents will have a chance to learn more about 
— and provide feedback on — all four Ilsley Library building 
options at two public meetings next week:

• Tuesday, Jan. 17, at 7 p.m. in Ilsley’s community meeting room.
• Friday, Jan. 20, at noon, via Zoom (us02web.zoom.

us/j/81862472831).
Those who’d prefer to submit their comments in writing 

can do so to Ilsley Library Director Dana Hart at dana.hart@
ilsleypubliclibrary.org.

Give Ilsley your feedback

By MIKE DONOGHUE
Correspondent

BURLINGTON — An 
undocumented immigrant from 
Addison County has been indicted 
by a federal grand jury for 
helping eight other undocumented 
Mexicans after they crossed 
the international boundary into 
Franklin County, federal court 
records show.

A not guilty plea was entered 
for Carlos Juarez-Martinez, 23, of 
Lake Street in Bridport during a 
hearing in U.S. District Court in 
Burlington on Monday for a felony 
charge of aiding in the smuggling 
of the Mexicans last month.

The U.S. Border Patrol said it 
arrested Juarez-Martinez about 
a mile down a road from where 
multiple people were spotted 
coming out of the bushes near the 
international border and entering 
his SUV in Berkshire during the 
early morning of Dec. 9.

Eight adults — five women and 
three men — were found inside 
the blue Honda Pilot registered 
to Juarez-Martinez, and all were 
determined to be from Mexico and 
without legal status or documents 
to be in the United States, the 
Border Patrol said.

Juarez-Martinez admitted at the 
time he also was in the United States 
without proper documentation, 
Border Patrol Agent Raymundo 
Ramos said in court papers.

A car resembling the Honda 
Pilot was seen on camera during 
an earlier smuggling operation, but 
was able to elude the Border Patrol, 
Ramos said.

Juarez-Martinez had appeared 
briefly in federal court on Dec. 12 to 
face a criminal complaint charging 
him with supporting the eight 
illegal immigrants by transporting 
them to further help their unlawful 
entry into the country, records 
show.

On Dec. 12 hearing, Assistant 
U.S. Attorney Matthew Lasher told 
the court that U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement had filed 
a detainer against him so it was 
unlikely Juarez-Martinez would be 

released from federal custody.
The status was unclear of Juarez-

Martinez, who waived his right to 
attend his arraignment in person or 
by video on Monday. Puls confirmed 
during the video arraignment 
that she had shared a copy of the 
indictment with her client.

The federal grand jury sitting in 
Burlington last Thursday indicted 
Juarez-Martinez on a felony charge 
for transporting certain aliens 
within the United States when he 
knowingly — and with reckless 
disregard for the facts — helped 
them violate immigration laws, the 
indictment said.
BORDER CROSSINGS COST

The case is part of a recent 
large uptick in smuggling cases 
involving illegal immigrants 
coming into Vermont along the 
International boundary that the 
U.S. Border Patrol assigned to the 
Swanton Sector has uncovered. 

One of the eight illegal 
immigrants caught in the car, 
Agustin Benitez-Lopez, 52, had 
several forms of identification and 
was interviewed by the Border 
Patrol, court records show.

Benitez-Lopez said the group 
had been driven from Montreal to 
the international border and that 
they crossed the night of Dec. 8. 
The Border Patrol said Benitez-
Lopez reported he had paid $1,360 
in Canadian money to an unknown 
smuggler for the ride.

He added he was expected to 
pay $1,000 to the person picking 
him up in Vermont and taking him 
to Burlington, Ramos wrote. A 
final payment of $3,000 was due 
when he arrived at his intended 
destination of Chicago, he said. 

Benitez-Lopez had been given 
the GPS coordinates to cross the 
international border and navigate 
in the U.S., Border Patrol said.

Benitez-Lopez also appeared in 
federal court in Burlington on Dec. 
13 on the charge of illegal entry into 
the U.S. and was ordered detained.

The other seven passengers were 
processed for civil Immigration 
removal hearings from the U.S., the 
Border Patrol said. 

Local migrant worker cited 
for helping Mexicans cross 
U.S. border without papers
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and win prizes!

All submissions will be entered to win one of three local prize packages!

Know a friend, a lover, a pet, a business,
or anyone else who needs a li�le love?
Submit a brief description or story about your 
nominee by Monday, February 6th. A photo is optional, 
but absolutely welcome! We’ll announce the winners in the 
February 9th edition of the Addison Independent. 

HOW:
Online at addisonindependent.com/contests
By email at contests@addisonindependent.com
By mail to 58 Maple Street,
Middlebury, VT 05753

Send Love this

Tiger dance sizzlesTiger dance sizzles

Send Love this

T H E  MI D D L E B U R Y  U N I ON  H ig h 
School dance team w as in rare 
form on Saturday w hen it hosted 
the “D ance T rance” competition at 
the T ig er g ym. T his w as the team’ s 
fi rst competition with spectators 
since the start of the pandemic, and 
the appreciative audience fi lled the 
stands and ev en came out onto the 
fl oor for a dance party at the end 
of the competition. T he T ig ers w on 
fi rst place in hip-hop and came third 
in the pom discipline, competing  
w ith teams from C olchester, South 
B urling ton, B urr &  B urton and Mt. 
A nthony hig h schools. One audience 
member who joined in was two-
year-old Weston Tracy, far left, who 
busted some mov es w ith the team. 
H e is a cousin of T ig er senior J oleig h 
B radford.

I ndependent photos /  Stev e J ames
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By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — The Vergennes 

Union High School girls’ basketball 
team on Tuesday recovered from 
first-half struggles against visiting 
Missisquoi to control most of the 
second half, but then fell victim to 
a T-Bird buzzer-beater in a tough 
34-32 loss.

The Commodores, who dipped 
to 5-5, will look back with regret 
on a 9.5-minute scoreless stretch 
that began at 1:30 of the opening 
period, when they had a 5-0 lead 
after freshmen Ashtin Stearns hit 
the first of her four three-pointers.

The drought ended when senior 
guard Kyra Bradford hit a free 
throw at 4:00 of the second period, 
but by then the T-Birds had scored 
13 straight points, six by senior 
guard Destinee Pigeon and five by 
junior guard Alexandra Bourdeau.

The T-Birds were also controlling 
the boards in the first half (26-18), 
while the Commodores were 
missing layups and free throws 
(two for seven in the half, five for 
16 in the game). Decent player-to-
player defense and a combined nine 
points from Stearns and Bradford 
kept VUHS within striking range at 
the break, down 17-11, but Coach 
Billy Waller said his team was not 
shooting or running its offense well.

“We were slow out of the gate 
and not making a lot of shots that 
are makable for us. And then we 
weren’t running anything. We were 

just running around,” Waller said. 
“We’ve got to do a better job of 
executing stuff. In the second half 
we executed better and got some 
good looks.”

In the second half, and 
especially in the third quarter, the 
Commodores upped their energy 
level, starting to get to loose 
balls first and winning the board 

battle. Their post players, senior 
Finnley Jacobson and sophomore 
Kendra Jackson, and Bradford and 
senior guard Jasmine Little were 
particularly effective on the boards 
as VUHS won the rebounding 
battle in the third period, 14-5, and 
in the second half, 22-11, including 
team rebounds.

The teams traded points in the 

third period until the Commodores 
went on a 10-0 run to take a 26-22 
lead. It began with Little crashing 
to grab an offensive board that led 
to a Stearns three at the four-minute 
mark. 

Bradford followed by going 
coast-to-coast to convert a steal. 
Stearns swished another three at 
1:53 to give VUHS the 26-24 lead, 
and junior guard Kaelin Sullivan 
nabbed another offensive board 
and hit a short baseline jumper to 
put the Commodores up by four at 
0:30.

“We played a little better in the 
third quarter. I thought some of 
those girls who played most of 
those minutes in the third quarter 
did a good job of playing with some 
energy and some effort,” Waller 
said. 

But just before the horn sounded, 
T-Bird senior center McKenzie 
Vincent converted in the post to cut 
the lead to two. That play would 
foreshadow events to come.

Points proved hard to come 
by for both teams in the fourth. 
Missisquoi’s Vincent hit inside to 
tie the score at 5:30. Stearns, fouled 
shooting behind the arc, sank all 
three free throws at 5:09 to make 
it 29-26 at 5:09. Jacobson followed 
with a hoop inside at 4:00, and the 
lead was five. 

The Commodores scored only one 

VUHS girls fall to T-Birds at buzzer

By ANDY KIRKALDY
BRISTOL — About two seconds 

remained in the boys’ basketball 
game at Mount Abraham Friday 
evening when Otter Valley Union 
High School freshman guard 
Connor Denis launched a contested 
three-pointer from the arc’s right 
side. 

Eagle senior Gavin Bannister 
had just scored with nine seconds 
to go to tie the score, 55-55. That 
bucket had followed an OV rally 
from down by 40-28 to open the 
fourth quarter, one sparked by 
two sophomores: In the fourth 
period, forward Drew Pelkey went 
for 10 points, and guard Logan 
Letourneau sank three three-
pointers.

Denis’s high-arching shot hit the 
backboard, and then the front of the 
rim. The ball rolled slowly around 
toward the back of the iron. 

As the final horn sounded, the 
ball dropped through the hoop. OV 
had won, 58-55. 

A blue wave of Otters surged off 
the bench and washed over Denis, 
the game’s smallest and youngest 
player, who had come through in 
its biggest moment.

The Otters moved to 3-3 heading 

into a Tuesday visit from Mount 
Anthony, a record compiled all on 
the road and includes two close 
losses. OV Coach Mike Stark, was, 
like his team, pumped. 

“We continued to claw back and 
claw back and didn’t give up. And 
this group has a lot of chemistry 
and they work hard, and they 
never give up. That’s what I love 
about this team,” Stark said. “And 
Connor Denis, game-winning shot, 
and he’s a freshman. How can you 
not love that?”

Stark also pointed to Pelkey, 
who stepped into a larger role after 
senior starting center Ben Adams 
injured an ankle during warmups, 
an obstacle for the Otters given 
the Eagles start the six-foot-five 
Bannister and six-foot-four junior 
Ian Funke.

“Drew Pelkey was a difference-
maker for us tonight,” Stark said. 
“He’s had some injuries lately. For 
him to come back and have the 
game he had tonight was huge.”

Coach Martin Clark saw his 
Eagles fall to 2-3. He credited the 
Otters.

“They played hard. They’re a 
team that never gives up,” Clark 

OV rally stuns Eagles

VUHS SOPHOMORE POST player Kendra Jackson looks to score in the paint during the Commodores’ Tuesday home game vs. Missisquoi.
Independent photo/Steve James

COMMODORE SENIOR GUARD Kyra Bradford soars through the 
lane on the way to the hoop during her team’s Tuesday home game 
vs. Missisquoi. Independent photo/Steve James

MOUNT ABE SENIOR forward Gavin Bannister tied Friday night’s 
home game vs. Otter Valley with this late layup, but OV had a dramatic 
response. Independent photo/Steve James(See Otters-Eagles, Page 2B) (See Wrestling, Page 2B)

JERICHO — In the team’s 
only game between Jan. 4 and 10, 
Middlebury Union High School 
boys’ hockey dropped a 4-1 
decision to host Mount Mansfield 
on Saturday. The Tigers fell to 2-4-
1 with the setback. 

Their Jan. 4 home game with 
Harwood was postponed. The 
Tigers were set to visit Burlington 
on Wednesday after the deadline 
for this edition and are scheduled 
to visit Stowe on Saturday and 
host Woodstock on this coming 
Wednesday. 

This past Saturday, Alex Brown 
led Mount Mansfield with two 
goals and an assist, and Cougar 
goalie Lucas Parisi made 11 saves.

Gavin McNulty found the net 
for the Tigers, and goalie TJ Baron 
stopped 22 shots.

MANCHESTER — The 
Middlebury Union High School 
girls’ hockey team saw a five-game 
winning streak end last week with 
a pair of setbacks in which they 
carried much of the action but had 
trouble finding the back of the net. 

On Jan. 4, the Tigers came 
up short at Missisquoi, 3-1. The 
Tigers outshot the T-Birds, 34-14, 
but ran into a hot goalie, according 
to Coach PJ Lalonde. Hana Doria 
scored an unassisted goal for 
MUHS, and Ruby Hubbell stopped 
11 shots. 

On Saturday, host Burr & 
Burton edged MUHS, 2-1. Again, 
the Tigers outshot their foes, but 
Bulldog goalie Cyra Pacher denied 
them with 31 saves. Mia Pilago 
scored twice to provide the BBA 
offense. 

Ireland Hanley scored for the 
Tigers in the third period to cut 
the BBA lead to one goal, with an 
assist from Erin Sears, and Hubbell 
blocked 11 shots.

The 5-4 Tigers were set to host 
Rice on Wednesday and will play 
at North Country/Lyndon on 
Saturday.

B E N N I N G T O N /
MIDDLEBURY — Five local 
wrestlers won their weight classes 
at the Mount Anthony Tournament 
held in Bennington this past 
Saturday, with the Vergennes, 
Middlebury and Mount Abraham 
union high school teams all faring 
well.

That action followed dual meet 
wins by MUHS on Jan. 5.

At Mt. Anthony on Jan. 7, the 
host Patriots won the event with 
188 points, followed by Salem-
Cambridge (N.Y.) with 170, 
Springfield Central (Mass.) (124), 
Vergennes (fourth with 121) and 
Middlebury (fifth with 84). Mount 
Abe, with 56 points, was ninth 
out of 16 scoring teams in the 
tournament. 

Three Commodores won their 
weight classes: Payton Lavoie at 
160 pounds, Isaac Preston at 182 
and Jamison Couture at 195. All 
three scored pins in the first period 
of their finals. Placing third for 
VUHS were Eli Brace (132) and 
Caden Howell (220), who also 
pinned their final round opponents.

Eagle senior Devan Hemingway 
won the title at 120 pounds. He 
defeated Middlebury’s Alex Sperry 
in the final, 5-1.

Sophomore Avery Carl won for 
MUHS at 132 pounds, winning his 
final with a 6-4 decision. Fellow 
Tiger sophomore Sperry was 
second at 120 pounds, where he 
lost to Hemingway. Tiger senior 
Nick Sheldrick finished second at 
285; he was pinned in the final by 

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Girls’ Hockey

1/4 Missisquoi vs MUHS........................3-1
1/7 BBA vs MUHS .................................2-1
1/11 Rice at MUHS .............................Late

Boys’ Hockey
1/7 Mt. Mansfield vs MUHS ...................4-1
1/11 MUHS at Burlington .....................Late 

Boys’ Basketball
1/5 VUHS vs Stowe ..........................62-30
1/6 OV vs Mt. Abe..............................58-55 
1/6 Fair Haven vs MUHS...................59-40
1/9 Rutland vs MUHS ........................52-47
1/9 Randolph vs Mt. Abe ...................59-47 
1/9 Mt. Anthony at OV .......................88-72
1/11 Missisquoi at VUHS ....................Late 
1/11 Mt. Abe at N. Country ..................Late

Girls’ Basketball
1/4 Mt. Abe vs MUHS ........................60-35
1/4 Colchester vs VUHS....................57-33
1/5 Rutland vs OV .............................54-30
1/7 North Country vs VUHS...............62-33
1/7 Mt. Abe vs Enosburg ...................51-48
1/7 Missisquoi vs MUHS....................52-40
1/7 Windsor vs OV.............................80-36
1/10 Missisquoi vs VUHS .................34-32
1/10 Colchester vs Mt. Abe................56-50
1/10 MUHS vs OV .............................54-52 

COLLEGE SPORTS
Men’s Hockey

1/6 Wesleyan vs Midd ...........................6-2
1/7 Trinity vs Midd..................................2-1

Women’s Hockey
1/4 Midd vs Lake Forest ........................4-0
1/7 Midd at Endicott...............................3-3
1/10 Plattsburgh vs Midd .............. 2-1 (OT)

Women’s Basketball
1/6 Midd vs Hamilton .........................64-56
1/7 Midd vs Amherst ..........................47-45 

Men’s Basketball
1/6 Hamilton vs Midd .........................65-56
1/7 Midd vs Amherst ..........................53-46 

Even before stepping out onto 
the ice of Bryant Pond 30 minutes 
before dawn on New Year’s Day, 
I could tell it was going to be an 
unusual opening to Maine’s ice 
fishing season. 

And not just because the 
temperature was an unseasonably 
balmy 45 degrees. Most years there 
are at least a dozen ice shanties on 
the lake. On some years, over 30 can 
be seen. Many are hauled onto the 
ice on New Years’ Eve or even a day 

or two before 
that to be ready 
for the start of 
the season on 
Jan. 1. This year 
there was not a 
single shanty. 
And instead of 
the revving of 

a dozen gas-powered ice augers 
drilling holes all around our cabin 
(starting an hour before sunrise), I 
heard only the faint hum of a single 
distant engine coming from the far 
corner of the lake. 

I knew why. My brother had 
measured the ice at only three and a 
half inches thick. Not enough even 
to skate on. Certainly not enough 
to drive a vehicle across, hauling a 
shanty. Barely enough to walk on. 
When I had padded carefully out 
onto the lake on New Year’s Eve to 
prepare my own half dozen holes 
for the next morning, I’d quickly 
realized that I didn’t even need an 
auger. A few whacks of a maul were 
enough to punch an eight-inch-
square hole in the ice in a fraction of 
the time and energy needed by my 
hand-powered auger. 

I also quickly changed my plan. 
The state of Maine allows five tip-
ups per licensed angler or minor. 
On most years we have at least 
two people fishing, so I set out the 
legal maximum of 10 tip-ups, and I 
spread them out as far as a 150 feet 
from shore, where the water can 
be 20 feet deep. Although I have 
caught trout close to shore in the 
past, I’ve caught most of my biggest 
trout and salmon out in the deeper 
water. This year, however, with the 
ice thinner than desirable and the air 
unseasonably warm, I decided I it 
would be wiser to stay close enough 
to shore that if I fell through I’d be 
able to touch bottom.  Based on half 
a century of swimming in that lake 

Boys’ hockey 
falls to MMU in 
only action, 4-1

Girls’ hockey 
pours on shots, 
but falls short

Wrestlers enjoy 
success, home 
and at tourney

Three at the final horn completes Otter 
boys’ late comeback at Mount Abraham

(See Girls’ Basketball, Page 4B)
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Year in Arts

Our entertainment editor looks 

back at a fantastic year when arts 

emerged. See Arts + Leisure.

By the way

Flying high

Small in number, the MUHS 

gymnastics team leapt into action 

against St. J. See Page 1B.

Ancient craft

Chronology 

2022

(S ee J anuary ,  Page 8 A )

E ditor’ s  note:  The start of 2022 

looked something like 2021, with 

face masks, social distancing and 

everybody keeping an eye out 

for signs of COVID-19. Over the 

course of the year, we learned to 

deal with it and soon enough the 

governor started easing constraints 

in schools. By summer we mostly 

acclimated to the new normal, 

and we could all en oy things like 

parades and public get togethers. 

Of course, 2022 had its rough 

patches. And it had many high 

points. Take a trip down memory 

lane and recall what made this past 

year special.

And here’s to a great 2023

COVID still here, but 2022 

offered much to remember

2022 started out with  what 

else   a surge of COVID-19 

cases, thanks to the highly 

contagious Omicron variant. After 

the first Vermont infection traced 

to Omicron was reported on Dec. 

18, 2021, by early anuary 75  

of Vermont’s reported COVID 

cases were due to the variant. As 

a result, more meetings went back 

to oom, orter Hospital tightened 

its visitor policy, the social services 

agency HO E (Helping Overcome 

January 13
THE 19TH-CENTURY New Haven Junction Train Depot transits eastbound up the first hill on Route 17 

on its way to a new home on North Street on Wednesday morning. State officials said the building sat 

too close to the tracks for new higher-speed passenger trains. Independent file photo/Steve James

January

Pre-Christmas storm wreaks havoc

S tate encou rag es b u ilding  mid- p riced homes Ferrisburgh to buy church

as congregation dwindles

Students 
push towns 
to broaden 
ARPA focus 

Two school 
leaders are 
preparing 
to move on 
B u rro w s,  R een 

file applications

GMP crews and local DPWs work overtime to clear roads, restore power

New Haven 

celebrates 

its migrant 

farm workers

(S ee L eaders ,  Page 2 0 A )

(S ee S torm,  Page 2 0 A )

(S ee M igrant w ork ers ,  Page 3 A )

(S ee A R PA  dec is ions ,  Page 19 A )

(S ee H ous ing,  Page 5 A )

By MARIN  HOWELL 

MIDDLEB R   Municipal 

officials and citizens in Addison 

County differ on how towns should 

spend their share of American 

Rescue lan Act (AR A) funding 

and on how extensive public 

participation has been in making 

those funding decisions.

That comes from research 

conducted this fall by Middlebury 

College students, who evaluated 

how Middlebury, Weybridge, 

Bristol and Vergennes are deciding 

how to use their AR A funds with a 

focus on the role of public input in 

(S ee Ch urc h ,  Page 19 A )

By AN DY  K IRK ALDY

FERRISB R H  A 

bittersweet ceremony held 

on Dec. 17 at the Ferrisburgh 

Center Methodist Church was a 

prelude for the planned transfer 

of the Route 7 church property 

to the town of Ferrisburgh. The 

town will add the 131-year-old 

building at the north end of 

the village to its inventory of 

property dedicated to the public 

good. 
The church congregation, the 

nited Methodist ew England 

The nonprofit Kinder Way 

Farm Sanctuary, off East 

Munger Street in Middlebury, 

was among many properties that 

sustained major damage during 

the high winds and snow on Dec. 

22. As previously reported in 

By MARIN  HOWELL 

EW HAVE   Through a 

series of events this fall, ew 

Haven residents have been making 

an effort to listen to and celebrate 

a part of the community that 

often goes unheard  migrant 

farm workers. Community-wide 

activities have centered on the 

stories of migrant farm workers, 

their ourneys to Vermont and 

experiences living and working 

here. 
Organizers of the events say they 

hope sharing these stories leads to a 

greater understanding of the area’s 

migrant farm workers and their 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEB R   Two of 

Addison County’s three union 

school districts could find 

themselves searching for new 

superintendents early next year.

Addison Central School District 

Superintendent eter Burrows 

this month sent an email to ACSD 

staff informing them that he’s now 

looking for a new ob “in urban 

settings outside Vermont.” This 

comes after almost a decade as top 

administrator for the ACSD, which 

delivers reK-12 public education 

to children in Bridport, Cornwall, 

Middlebury, Ripton, Salisbury, 

Shoreham and Weybridge.

“I realize this represents a 

significant change, and I am 

carefully analyzing all facets of 

this potential transition,” he told 

staff in the email.

“I am still very much committed 

to our work, our vision and our 

community,” he concluded in the 

brief message, which also thanked 

ACSD workers for their ongoing 

efforts to educate children amid 

COVID.
Meanwhile, Mount Abraham 

nified School District 

Superintendent atrick Reen has 

told his board of directors he’s 

applied for the superintendent 

vacancy at the atricia A. 

Hannaford Career Center.

Reen told the I ndep endent the 

following, by email, at press time:

“I did inform the MA SD board 

THIS TREE THAT had fallen across Foote Street in Middlebury on Friday, above, blocked traffic until it could be cleared. Below, a 

linden tree tumbled in front of a Bristol home Friday, just missing the porch. Large trees toppled onto power lines, buildings and roads 

could be seen all around Addison County Friday morning as high winds swept through Vermont. Then temperatures plummeted and 

utility crews were stretched thin restoring electricity to more than 80,000 Vermonters.
Independent photos/John Flowers

By ADDISON INDEPENDENT and 

VTDIGGER.ORG 

ADDISO  CO T   On Wednesday 

afternoon  seven days after the start of 

the big storm that whacked Vermont and 

surrounding states ust before Christmas  

utility crews were still working to restore 

power to more than 500 Vermont customers, 

though power was restored in Addison County 

by Tuesday, according to Vermont Emergency 

Management.

“Often the last outages in a wind event like 

this one are the most difficult to restore due to 

the rural nature of our state and the complexity 

of the damage,” Erica Bornemann, director of 

Vermont Emergency Management, said in an 

email.
“We are encouraged by the immense 

progress that has been made through the 

holiday weekend in restoring power to 

Vermonters but we continue to urge safety to 

Vermont has been walloped by big 

storms two weekends in a row. The second, 

which struck the state late in the evening 

of Thursday, Dec. 22. It downed trees and 

one death and 

across the state.

Rain and high winds with gusts of up 

to 70 miles per hour moved across the 

state Thursday night and Friday morning, 

according to the ational Weather Service. 

oing toward 100,000 Vermont utility 

customers were in the dark with trees as 

large as 100 feet toppled onto power lines. 

By ADDISON INDEPENDENT STAFF

MIDDLEB R   With many Vermonters 

feeling stuck because of the increasing costs of 

homes and the dire lack of availability, state and 

local officials have announced a new program 

to build more moderately priced homes across 

the state. 
The Vermont Housing Finance Agency 

(VHFA) will administer the Missing Middle-

Income Homeownership Development rogram, 

which provides subsidies and incentives for 

homebuilders to construct or rehabilitate modest 

homes affordable to Vermont homebuyers at 

120  of the area median household income or 

lower.
“We are not building enough homes in 

Vermont and have not been for quite some 

time,” said VHFA Executive Director Maura 

Collins. “With the launch of this innovative, 

collaborative program, we are creating new 

homeownership opportunities by investing in 

the construction of for-sale homes.”

The program, which Collins and others 

spoke about in an event at ational Bank of 

Middlebury’s main office on Dec. 13, is open 

to nonprofit and private home builders. Eligible 

types of housing units include: 1 4-unit houses, 

manufactured or modular houses, condominium 

units, and houses or apartments owned by 

cooperative housing corporations. 

The program includes both a construction 

loan guarantee as well as a development subsidy 

A Vergennes boat builder launches

a series that reveals secrets of the 

Japanese craft. See Page 7B.

Interested in selling the Addison Independent at your business? 
Call 802.388.4944 or email frontdesk@addisonindependent.com 

and chat with Sadie!

Stop by any of these 60+ locations
for your copy of Addison County’s 

award-winning community newspaper!

Meet Sadie!
Our Circulation 

Manager
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Seasonal spiritA college baking competition was 
designed to spark camaraderie 
among staff. See Arts + Leisure.

By the way

Taking wingThe Eagle girls broke through for 
their first win on Tuesday — in a 
big way. See how on Page 1B.

Lights glow one �nal time for holiday display

THT plans big downtown addition

Orwell residents call for state to buy 
Scout camp on lake

to new DPW leadership
Hunters take 1,141 deer locally

$6.5M project would fill space needs

Wayne Smith wraps up 30-year tradition 

T otal in line w ith V t. ,  2021 county figures

(S ee Camp  S unris e,  Page 9 A )

(S ee L igh t s h ow ,  Page 8 A )

(S ee H unters ,  Page 14 A )

(S ee W erner,  Page 11A )

(S ee T H T ,  Page 12 A )

By AN DY  K IRK ALDYADDISON COUNTY — 
Boosted by a strong rifle season, 
2022 surpassed 2021 in the overall 
number of deer weighed at an 
Addison County wildlife reporting 
station, but ust barely because 
archery season numbers were 
average at best while muzzleloader 
and outh Hunting Weekend counts 
trailed local norms. In all, Rack ’  Reel in ew 

Haven, Buxton’s Store in 
Orwell, Vermont Field Sports 
in Middlebury, the Lincoln and 
West Addison general stores, and 
C S Hunting Supplies in East 
Middlebury handled 1,141 deer 
this year. They weighed more than half of 

those  636  during the main 
event, ovember’s 16-day rifle 
season. 

That rifle number trailed only the 
record of 647 set in 2020, at least 
since 2005, when the state banned 
shooting bucks with two or fewer 
antler points. Rifle hunters may 
now again shoot spikehorns, but 
only in some areas, including parts 
of Lincoln and Starksboro.

Vermont Fish  Wildlife 
Department Deer ro ect leader 
ick Fortin said this week  with 

final reports still due from about 30 
weigh stations  it was too soon 
to draw final conclusions about the 

By JOHN  FLOWERSMIDDLEB R   The creative 
minds at Town Hall Theater are 
thinking big again.The historic Middlebury arts 

space is being sized up for a 
7,000-8,000-square-foot addition 
that would provide room for 
set-building, rehearsals, small 
performances and educational 
programming, as well as an 

outdoor plaza that would host a 
wide array of free live events, food 
and beverage pop-ups, and other 
offerings.The pro ect, estimated at 6.5 

million, would extend from the THT 
building at 68 South leasant St. 
onto the ad acent lot now occupied 
by the former Diner Restaurant 
at 66 Merchants Row. THT and 
its boosters purchased the Diner 

property in 2018 for 310,000 in 
anticipation of the need for a future 
expansion to accommodate more 
revenue-producing functions that 
simply can’t fit into the present 
THT building, which includes a 
232-seat theater and main stage, 
gallery and studio space.THT officials said the addition 

is being driven by a community 
thirst for more arts education and 
programming that can’t fit into 68 
South leasant. That has translated 
into missed revenue opportunities 

for THT, which  like virtually 
all nonprofits  operates on a thin 
margin.

The venue loses 30%  of its 
booking dates each year simply as 
a result of local theater companies 
being forced to rehearse and 
build sets on THT’s main stage, 
according to Lisa Mitchell, 
executive director of the THT.

THT founder and Artistic 
Director Doug Anderson said 
expansion will be key to the By JOHN  FLOWERSMIDDLEB R   Middlebury 

this week bid farewell to one of 
its most senior administrators and 
welcomed a new employee to take 
his place.Dan Werner retired as the town’s 

director of public works planning 
after 23 years in that role.

Emmalee Cherington of Monkton 
took over the ob, which is critical 
to the planning and construction of 
infrastructure pro ects in Addison 
County’s shire town.It was as a high schooler that 

Werner, a native of Manhattan, 
Ill., was leafing through an edition 
of V ermont M agaz ine and came 
upon a photo spread of vibrant fall 
foliage photos.“I said to myself, ou know, 

one of these days I have to move 
there,’” he recalled.He made his first trip to Vermont 

in 1978, as part of a Vermont 
Bicycle Tours trip.It was all he had hoped for.
“I kind of fell in love with the 

state,” he said.Werner made additional visits 
to Vermont during the 1980s and 
1990s, before fate stepped in 
during the summer of 1999.

“I was having one of those days at 
work and I opened up the American 
ublic Works Association ournal 

and there was an ad for Middlebury, 
Vermont,” he said.

By MARIN  HOWELL SALISB R   For the past 30 years, Wayne and Diane Smith’s 

light show has been a hallmark of the holiday season in Addison 

County. During the month of December, loads of people drive by the 

couple’s home to see it decked with decorations that far exceed the 

typical holiday lawn display. 
The length of their cul de sac in Salisbury near the north end of Lake 

Dunmore is outfitted with flashing reindeer, a variety of inflatable 

Christmas-themed characters, other festive wonders and more than 

WAYNE SMITH STANDS in front of the extravagant holiday light show he’s put on every year for three decades on his property near 

Lake Dunmore in Salisbury. The 74-year-old recently announced that this year’s display would be his last, as the work has gotten to be 

too much for him and his neighbors. 

Independent photo/Steve James

A group  of  Addison County 
women has established a “ giving 
circle”  aimed at sup p orting 
local nonprofit causes. It’s 
called “ 1 0 0  Women Who Care 
Addison County.” Members 
gather q uarterly to choose three 
nonprofits to receive the group’s 
p ooled donations,  which amount 
to $100 quarterly per member. 

By JOHN  FLOWERSORWELL 
 Orwell resident Sarah Harris has for years swum laps in Sunset Lake during the warmer months. It’s been a treasured ritual that has brought her health and many other, less-intangible rewards  such as the sight of nesting loons and the surreal sensation of small fish gently nipping at her toes.

“It’s a total oy to drive over there at the end of the workday, ump in and cool off,” she said. 
“It’s an extraordinarily cool lake; 
you can see the bottom. You can 
see the fish. It’s stunning to look 
at. It’s crystal clear.”While the water in the lake is 

clear, future access to the lake  

as part of a 146-acre spread in Orwell and Benson that’s been owned and used by Vermont Boy Scouts for almost a century  is becoming murky. The Boy Scouts Green Mountain Council (BS MC) is looking to sell the property and Harris is among scores of area residents who’ve been pleading with state authorities to purchase the land to ensure both Sunset Lake and (nearby) Sunrise Lake and their surroundings remain pristine and accessible 
to the public.The BSGMC has been on 

board with the idea of selling the 
land to the state, and the non-
profit organization entered into 
negotiations with the Vermont 

“A lot of people in our communities don’t have access to other clean water sources for recreation. Equal access to clean water, forests, and land should be a priority for our state right now.”
— Emily Casey

By MARIN  HOWELL BRISTOL  Mount Abraham 
20 meeting, Superintendent 
atrick Reen presented the board 

with a list of eight necessary 

In the spotlightSTUDENTS AT THE independent Bridge School in Middlebury on Thursday stage “Lost,” a play 

that they wrote themselves. Shown here are, from left, Gus Halter of New Haven, Tilly Heitkamp of 

Addison and Sam Gardner of Middlebury. See more photos from the play on Page 3A.Independent photo/Steve James

$9.7M bond for Mt. Abe 
is under consideration 

Happy  Holidays!

ADDISON  COUNTY

INDEPENDENT
Vol. 77   No. 1                                   

                            Middlebury, Vermont        Thursday, January 5, 2023        46 Pages                                   
                        $1.50       

(S ee By  th e w ay ,  Page 11A )

Index
Obituaries..............................6A

Classifieds .....................9B-10B

Service Directory ............7B-8B

Entertainment..... Arts +  Leisure

Community Calendar ............5B

Arts Calendar ..... Arts +  Leisure

Sports ..............................1B-4B

Long gone
Bill Hart acted in a forgotten 1975 

horror film. A cinephile wants to 

find it. See Arts + Leisure.

By the way

Winning time
Local wrestlers took titles last 

week at MUHS, and one was the 

event’s top grappler. See Page 1B.

Top 10 of 2022
What mattered last year? See 

what the news team picked as our 

top stories in a special section.

New Haven 
farm �nds 
homes for 
wild horses

Federal money is 
landing in county
T u rning P o int sec u res a $ 1 M  grant

Local women pool 

funds for charities

A N WS D  d elay s six th -

grad e m o v e to  V U H S

Rep. Conlon leaves ACSD 

board to head committee

Middlebury 
strengthens 
noise rules
Week end  p artiers 

are p u t o n no tic e

(S ee Conl on,  Page 9 A )

(S ee Ch arities ,  Page 12 A )

(S ee D el ay ,  Page 11A )

By JOHN  FLOWERS

CORNWALL — State Rep. 

Peter Conlon, D-Cornwall, is 

stepping down from his local 

school board in order to play a 

bigger role in shaping statewide 

educational policy.
Conlon  who represents the 

Addison-2 district in the Vermont 

House  confirmed late last 

month he’s been offered (and 

will accept) the chairmanship of 

the House Education Committee. 

It’s a weighty assignment that’s 

prompted him to end what has 

Taking down the tree?  This 

Saturday,  Jan.  7 ,  is the annual 

Merry Mulch Christmas Tree 

Collection Day f or V ergennes 

and Middlebury.  V olunteers 

f rom the V ergennes Lions Club 

and the Middlebury Rotary 

Club will collect trees f rom the 

curb in those two towns this 

Saturday morning.  Be sure 

to p ut your tree out the night 

bef ore,  as collection starts 

early.  Remove any decorations 

f rom the trees,  so there are 

By MARIN  HOWELL 

ADDISON COUNTY — A new 

philanthropic initiative kicking 

off in Addison County this month 

could give 40,000 or more to 

local nonprofits by the end of the 

year. Members of the charitable 

giving circle 100 Women Who 

Care Addison County will gather 

quarterly to contribute 100 

each and decide which local 

organizations will receive the 

group’s pooled donations. 

At 100 members times 100 

apiece, that would net 10,000 per 

q uarter.
orter Knight, a Bristol resident 

By AN DY  K IRK ALDY

VER E ES  Four months 

after announcing that Addison 

orthwest School District 6th-

graders would attend middle school 

at Vergennes nion High School in 

the fall of 2023, A SWD officials 

have decided the move won’t occur 

until the 2024-2025 academic year.

Chief among the reasons for the 

delay is that more time is needed 

for teachers and staff to prepare 

for a new educational model 

emphasizing multi-age, experiential 

and “socio-emotional” learning, 

district administrators told the 

A WSD board. 

(S ee G rant,  Page 8 A )

By JOHN  FLOWERS

MIDDLEB R   Christmas 

was a little sweeter this year 

for the Turning oint Center of 

Addison County and other area 

nonprofits thanks to big federal 

grants that will help advance 

ma or community pro ects on their 

wish lists.
resident oe Biden this past 

Thursday signed the Fiscal 

ear 2023 (F 23) Omnibus 

Appropriations bill that included 

a series of Congressionally 

Directed Spending awards (aka 

federal “earmarks”) targeting local 

organizations.
The bill includes funding for 

dozens of Vermont pro ects, 

including several in our area. The 

largest was 1 million to help 

By MARIN  HOWELL 

EW HAVE   If you’re in 

the market for a mustang, look 

no further than ew Haven’s 

Rising Action Mustangs farm, 

known as RAMS. Though, it’s 

worth noting that you won’t find 

any sports cars at the spread on 

East Street, if that’s what you’re 

searching for. 
The nonprofit farm, run by 

co-founders Madison Berry and 

asmine Foster, is a training 

and adoption facility for wild 

horses. Berry and Foster bring 

the mustangs from out West 

to find forever homes in ew 

England. 
“Mustangs are incredible 

horses, they come in every 

shape and size and color you 

could imagine, they are brave 

and smart,” Berry said. “ eople 

don’t know that.”
Mustangs are free-roaming 

horses of the Western nited 

States, descendants of escaped, 

domestic horses that were 

brought to the Americas by 

Spanish explorers in the 16th 

century. They’re considered 

feral horses, as they live in the 

wild but were once domesticated 

and often retain that domestic 

heritage. 
As of 2021, there were around 

86,000 free-roaming mustangs 

living on nearly 28 million 

acres of public lands in 10 

western .S. states. Without any 

natural predators, the mustang 

population is growing and the 

land they’re ranging on is no 

longer able to support them.

“They’re overpopulated, a lot 

of the ranges that they’re living 

on are going through droughts, 

and a lot of them die each year 

from extreme thirst,” Foster 

said. 
Around 55,000 mustangs had 

JASMINE FOSTER WORKS with Rooster, a wild horse currently in training at the Rising Action 

Mustangs farm in New Haven. Foster and co-founder Madison Berry have trained around 30 mustangs 

like Rooster since opening their nonprofit training and adoption facility for the wild horses in 2021.
Photo courtesy of Madison Berry (S ee M us tangs ,  Page 7 A )

(S ee N ois e rul es ,  Page 10 A )

By JOHN  FLOWERS

MIDDLEB R   The town 

of Middlebury is considering 

amendments to its noise ordinance 

that would  among other things 

 place an earlier lid on late-night 

revelry, loud music, construction 

din and other disruptions that have 

spurred increasing calls to police.

The most substantial change: 

Noise complaints can trigger a 

police response after 11 p.m. and 

before 7 a.m. on Fridays, Saturdays 

and “special holidays,” such as ew 

ear’s Eve and uly 4. That’s two 

hours earlier than the current noise 

ordinance trigger of 1 a.m. through 7 

a.m. on those days.
The revised ordinance retains the 

current, so-called “quite hours” of 

10 p.m. to 7 a.m. on Sunday through 

Thursday.
orth leasant Street resident 

Kevin Mc rath is among those 

who’ve lobbied for a tightened noise 

ordinance to help tamp down late-

night parties hosted by Middlebury 
2023!

WHEN PARENTS ARE finally able to get their kids to sleep through the night, the last thing they want to do is keep them up until 

midnight on New Year’s Eve to mark the change of the calendar. Middlebury’s Ilsley Public Library on Saturday hosted an año nuevo 

party 12 hours early, where kids and families counted down to 2023 at noon. Memorializing the event in front of a Times Square 

backdrop are Joe and Mira Cabrera of Middlebury with their sons, Lumen, 2 and Orien, 4.
Independent photo/Steve James
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Top Ten 2022

Nearly two years into the COVID-19 
pandemic, and a year after vaccines first
began to be distributed, Addison County
residents were still dealing with a lot of 
sickness at the beginning of 2022. But, 
after a bad winter, we mostly learned to 
live with COVID over the course of the
year and for most of us it became more
of a constant drone in the background 
rather than a pounding drumbeat in our 
face. It is still with us, it is still a threat
and we are still living with the fallout 
from the pandemic — that’s why we are 
calling it our top story of the year.

2022 started out with a surge of 
COVID-19 cases. January 2022 was
Vermont’s second-deadliest month of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, according 
to the Vermont Department of Health.
VOH reported that 64 people died of 
COVID during the month, seven fewer
than in December 2020. 

Despite that COVID stat, high school
and college sports went on. In February, 
Middlebury College lifted its spectator
ban, allowing fans to attend its athletic
events with proof of vaccination.
Masked spectators were already allowed
at high school events. Gov. Phil Scott
lifted the mask mandate for Vermont 
schools that could demonstrate an 80%
vaccination rate in early March.

Most annual town meetings featured
an informational meeting component
on Zoom and voting via mail or in-
person with lots of social distancing at
the polls. But tiny Goshen was one of 
the few places that held an in-person 
town meeting. Mask-wearing was
encouraged, but not req uired. “If people 
are uncomfortable due to COVID, they
can stay outside and someone will relay
information (on) what was discussed,” 
officials said. Addison and Whiting
also held in-person town meetings. Two 
county towns postponed town meetings
until spring so they could gather in the 
flesh.

Meanwhile, even though about 14%
of Middlebury College students had
tested positive for COVID-19 since
arriving for the spring semester in
February, college official said the cases
were not severe or persistent enough
to warrant a change in campus policies

that had been eased in recent weeks.
In April, Middlebury Union Middle

School hired a second principal to
provide extra guidance during what had
been a bumpy reintegration of students 
following the lengthy COVID pandemic
hiatus. Student behavior would continue
to be an issue at some schools through 
the end of 2022.

May was the first month in two years
that the Addison Independent did not 
write a major COVID story. Or, at least,
when we published a COVID story, it
felt like a typical event, not a sign of
the apocalypse. Like on May 12 when 
we reported that the Addison Central 
School District was urging vigilance
after three schools reported COVID-19 
outbreaks — 12 cases at Shoreham
Elementary, 10 at Cornwall and 43 at
MUMS.

The virus was still with us, and public 
health officials were urging Vermonters
to get their COVID vaccination 
boosters.

Residents of Ripton and Granville
gathered in their respective towns in 
May to hold in-person town meetings
that had been postponed because of
COVID.

More signs that communities were 
opening up after suffering from COVID
restrictions came on Memorial Day
Weekend, when local towns hosted
parades and Middlebury College 
hosted its regular graduation and then a
second commencement ceremony two
days later to celebrate in-person the
graduation of the Class of 2020, which
held a oom graduation in the first year
of the pandemic.

In-person musical performances
returned in June, when the Opera
Company of Middlebury staged
“Orphé e aux enfers.” Two cast members
and Artistic Director Douglas Anderson
were diagnosed with COVID-19, but all
recovered and the show went on.

July began with a bang. Bristol’s
Fourth of July parade returned to Main 
Street after two years of cancellations
due to COVID-19. Spectators packed
downtown Bristol to see the bands, 
Bristol Rec Club bicyclists, bagpipers
lots of political candidates and the ever-

popula
float tha
parade.
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But plenty of things were not
returning to normal. Housing prices,
which had skyrocketed when city folk 
moved to rural Vermont, did not come
down. More and more employers were 
reporting that they couldn’t bring in
new employees because they couldn’t 
find housing. Worker shortages that
became apparent in trades and service 
jobs during the pandemic, were now
hurting many other sectors of the
Addison County economy. Schools in
November said they were still having 
difficulty filling support staff and 
substitute teacher jobs. And we added
childcare centers to the list of industries 
struggling to find and retain employees
amid what has become a shallow pool of 
workers since the arrival of COVID-19.

And schools were still struggling with
some students who had suffered the loss
of opportunities to learn both subject
matter and behavior control. More than
100 community members turned out at

r y ne
Over the second half of the year,

we were tallying up all the federal 
money that was arriving in Vermont
to help us recover from COVID-19.
By November, we reported that FEMA 
had provided more than $ 413 million in
grants to Vermont to reimburse the state 
for pandemic-related expenses.

On our op-ed pages a retired 
physician noted that we have moved
from a pandemic to an endemic. Our
“new normal,” he wrote, seems to
involve rolling surges in COVID
cases due to new variants of the virus,
confusing public policy, and COVID-
related hospitalizations and deaths as
the elusive virus remains uncontained.

Something we hope readers noticed
in our pages and on our website was the
return this December of holiday photos 
filled with people, some with masks and
some without, enjoying their special
time together — in person.
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PArtistSchoolportrai EaglBarrthe D Dearly belovedIn “Weddings” we ask four localcelebrants about their ceremonialexperiences. See inside Section C.

Farm animal sanctuary relocating to Middlebury

COVID masks becoming optional
S tate d ro p s f ac e-c o v ering ad v ic e R egio n’ s sc h o o ls read y to c h ange

College unfazed bycampus COVID spikeR ec o v ery rates o u tp ac ing inf ec tio ns

V o lu nteers h ead to k itc h ensto tac k le lo c al f o o d insec u rity  

Midd Kidsb rew ing u p  acof f ee emp ire Dairy producers transition tosimply saving animals in needBy JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEB R Erika and Mark utel hadbeen operating a dairy farm in Albert County, east ofDenver, Colo., years before the twists and turns of theirlife would lead them to running an animal sanctuary inMiddlebury, Vt. They sold raw milk from their cowsat that time and raised various animals, includingchickens and pigs.They en oyed being around the animals, but foundthemselves increasingly disdainful of the practice oftaking products from and occasionally the livesof their animals.“A couple years into it, it was pulling at our hearts;we couldn’t continue,” Erika utel recalled.The tipping point came the day that Mark calledErika to say he couldn’t bring himself to carry outa scheduled slaughter of their chickens. The couplehad a oint epiphany it was time for them to stopconsuming meat and dairy.Overnight, the animals transitioned from providinga livelihood, to being dependents. The utels didn’twant to simply send the animals to other farms wherethey would return to a milking parlor or slaughterhouse.Their altruism was noble but not profitable.Fortunately, word of their transition from farm tosanctuary touched a chord in friends, neighbors andstrangers, who sent them money to ensure they, andtheir animals, would continue to have a roof and food.The utels started receiving phone calls notonly from donors, but from people who possessed or

SARA GUTEL, WHOSE parents founded Kinder Way Farm, stands with Spirit, which a

few years ago was the farm’s first rescue calf.

(S ee K inder W ay F arm, Page 15 A )

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEB R Coffee.It’s a morning ritual. A pick-me-up. A comfort on a cold,rainy day.And it’s also a unifier.ust ask race Futral andDaniel utierrez. The twoMiddlebury College studentsactually met rather randomlyover an elevated cup of oe atLost Monarch Craft Coffee acouple of years ago.ow they’re taking theirrelationship to the next levelas business partners in twocoffee ventures.One of those venturesneeds little introduction toAddison County ava fans:Bud’s Beans. Establishedin 2000 by William “Bud”Smith, Bud’s Beans hasdeveloped a keen followingfor its cleverly crafted blends,roasted in tiny batches in asmall, nondescript space inMiddlebury’s Marble Works(S ee Coffee, Page 13 A )

The snow is melting and themap le sap is running — it mustbe time f or our clocks toleap f orward. DaylightSavings Time beginsearly this comingSunday morning.Bef ore you go tobed, turn your clocksf orward one hour and enj oy an

(S ee F ood ins ec urity , Page 11A )

(S ee Col l ege CO V I D , Page 14 A )

By CHRISTOPHER ROSSLI COL A new programlaunched by the Metta Earthpro ect is hoping to establishmore connections betweenfood producers and communitymembers experiencing foodinsecurity. Its recipe for successincludes a special ingredient: homecooking.The Kitchen Soup ro ect,which began in anuary with sixhousehold kitchens in Bristol andLincoln, collects farm produce,

distributes it to volunteer cooksand then delivers homemade soup,by the quart, to area programshelping those in need.For now, the Kitchen Soupro ect is operating once a month,but it has already generated a lotof excitement among Bristol andLincoln cooking enthusiasts andfolks who recognize that “stirringsoup on the hearth” is a way of“stirring hope on the earth.”“Everyone wants to find a way

By CHRISTOPHER ROSSMIDDLEB R Roughly14 of Middlebury Collegestudents have tested positive forCOVID-19 since arriving for thespring semester last month, butthe cases have not been severeor persistent enough to warranta change in campus policies,officials said.Middlebury currently has2,626 residential students and haslogged 383 cases, including a fewemployees, since spring semester

testing began on Feb. 7, accordingto the college’s COVID-19Reporting Dashboard.But numbers like that don’tmean what they used to.“While the case counts certainlyare higher than what we havebeen accustomed to during thepandemic, the numbers are not ourgreatest concern,” said Director ofMedia Relations Sarah Ray in aMarch 4 email to the I ndep endent.“We continue to monitor for case

(S ee M as k s , Page 14 A )

(S ee S c h ool s , Page 12 A )

By POLLY LY N N MIK ULAThe Mountain TimesVERMO T Starting Monday,March 14, it’s OK foreveryone to unmaskin public, includingindoors and in K-12schools, state officialshave announced.“As our statewidehospitalization rateis low, and hospitalsare no longer facingthe COVID-relatedstrains of the recentsurge, we’re ready to plan for thenext step,” state epidemiologist

Dr. atsy Kelso said at a pressconference on Thursday, March 3.This past Tuesday, March 8,Kelso, ov. Scott andHealth CommissionerDr. Mark Levinereiterated theiremphasis on makingmasking-wearing apersonal choice.“The decision towear masks will beup to each personbased on their ownc i r c u m s t a n c e s , ”Kelso said on Tuesday.The new guidance goes into

effect almost exactly two yearsafter the governor first declared astate of emergency in response toCOVID-19 (March 13, 2020).It was only a little more than aweek ago that state officials toldK-12 schools they should dropmask mandates only if 80 of theirstudents were vaccinated. Afterlast Thursday’s announcement,Addison County school officialssaid they would make masksoptional next Monday (See storyon age 1A).Starting March 14, there will nolonger be sector-specific guidance

“The decision towear masks willbe up to eachperson basedon their owncircumstances.”— Dr. Patsy Kelso,state epidemiologist

By IN DEPEN DEN TSTAFFADDISO CO T& BRANDON —Wearing masks willbecome optional inAddison Central, Addisonorthwest, MountAbraham and Rutlandortheast district schoolsbeginning Monday,March 14.Local schools, likeother public school districts inVermont, have had mandatorymask policies (indoors) ever sincein-person classes resumed during

the COVID-19 pandemic.But declining COVID-19cases over the past severalweeks have promptedstate officials to relaxmask rules.ACSD Superintendenteter Burrows addressedthe issue in a March 3announcement.“Today, ov. hilScott, EducationSecretary Dan Frenchand State Epidemiologist atsyKelso announced that as a resultof lower COVID case counts,overall COVID trends, and a lower

level of strain on the healthcaresystem, Vermont will transitionto an endemic approach with ourmanagement of and response toCOVID,” Burrows stated.“These changes will be consistentfor all Vermonters and in Vermontschools. The Centers for DiseaseControl and American Academyof ediatrics are supportive ofthis transition and the VermontDepartment of Health will beconforming to and releasing moredetails on these changes.”In all of the 22 schools inthese four area districts, the new

PETERBURROWS

Cold, creamy goodnessSEN. PATRICK LEAHY appears to be amazed at the ease with which lu•lu ice cream shop owner Laura Mack prepares a batch of her

signature frozen dessert during his visit to the shop late last month. Vermont’s senior U.S. senator stopped in at the Vergennes business

to highlight the work of the Northeast Dairy Business Innovation Center, but he also tried some of lu•lu’s new line of goat’s milk ice

cream. Since that visit, producers from the ABC-TV program “Good Morning America” have stopped by, and the show was due to air

some footage from lu•lu on Thursday morning.

Independent photo/Steve James
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said.
But he also pointed to his team’s 

turnovers and defensive errors.
“We made some mistakes there 

and let them back in the game,” 
Clark said. “In a close game 
anything can happen, and it did. 
We made a great play to get it tied, 
and they hit a great shot at the end. 
That’s the way the ball bounces 
some days.”

The fi rst half ended with the 
Eagles holding a 23-20 lead after 
dominating the boards, 20-11 
including team rebounds. But the 
Otters’ press troubled the Eagles’ 
passing and ballhandling, and the 
Eagles were at times careless with 
the ball (11 fi rst-half turnovers) 
when they tried to force the ball 
inside against the OV zone. 

“There’s no doubt we have to do 
a better job taking care of the ball,” 
Clark said.

Bannister, seniors Norman 
Benoit and Brenden Oxford, and 
junior Owen Frizzell led the Eagles 
with four points each in the half.  

Stark liked his team’s work on 
the defensive end: “Defensively we 
were on point.” Offensively in the 
half, fi ve points from senior guard 
Owen Thomas in the fi rst quarter 
and six points from sophomore 
sub Lucas Politano in the second 
helped OV stay close. 

In the third quarter, the Eagles 
switched to a zone that offset the 
Otters’ quickness. They also took 
better care of the ball and appeared 
to take control of the game by 
outscoring OV, 13-5, including six 
transition points in the period. 

Funke broke loose for six points 
in the third quarter, while Benoit 
scored four, and a three by senior 
guard Chance Denecker set the 
score at 40-28 heading into the 
fourth. At the other end, Pelkey 
scored fi ve of the eight OV points 
in the quarter. 

The teams traded buckets to open 
the fourth, with Eagle sophomore 
guard Hayden Lutz cashing in a 
Denecker steal to answer a Denis 
three to make the score 42-31. 

Then OV erupted for 13-2 run 
to tie the score at 44-44 with 4:04 
to go, solving the Eagle zone and 
attacking along the baseline.

“I think it worked in our favor 
because it was so high,” Stark said. 
“It helped our baseline cutters in 
their fi nishing.” 

Clark said the tactic was sound, 
but the execution was not.

“The biggest thing was our low 
post, he was getting drawn up with 
everybody else,” Clark said. “We’ll 
learn from it.”

With only a Bannister layup 
answering for Mount Abe, Pelkey 
drove for three hoops in that surge, 
adding a free throw after one; 
Letourneau nailed a three; and 
Denis and senior Aiden Decker 
combined for three free throws. 

Then the teams traded baskets 
before a Lutz three gave Mount 
Abe a 53-48 lead. Letourneau then 
sank two three-pointers to put OV 
on top, 54-53, at 2:35. At about 
2:00 Denis hit a free throw to make 
it 55-53.

The Eagles got the ball back 
with less than a minute to go. 
Two non-shooting fouls took time 

off the clock until Bannister got 
position on the right block, took 
a feed from Funke, and laid it in 
over his left shoulder at 0:09.

Overtime loomed, but the Otters, 
Denis, and a friendly backboard 
and rim had other ideas. 

Pelkey led the Otters with 16 

points. Letourneau scored 12, 
Denis had eight; and Decker and 
Thomas chipped in seven apiece. 

Stark said pulling out a close 
game on the road should give his 
team a shot in the arm.

“I think this is going to lift them 
to where we want to be,” he said. 

“This could be a huge confi dence 
booster.”

Bannister scored 14 to lead 
Mount Abe, Lutz fi nished with 
10, seven in the fourth quarter; 
Funke and Benoit notched eight 
apiece; and Frizzell added six. 
Denecker sparked the team 

defensively. 
The positives Clark saw were 

good offensive balance and 
ball movement, and he expects 
improvement where it is needed.

“Up 12 in the second half, we 
should put it away,” Clark said. 
“We’re going to get better.”

Otters-Eagles
(Continued from Page 1B)

FRESHMAN GUARD CONNOR Denis, being lifted in the air, is mobbed by his Otter Valley teammates after his buzzer-beating shot gave 
them a win at Mount Abe on Friday night.   Independent photo/Steve James

ADDISON COUNTY — In 
recent local high school boys’ 
basketball play, Vergennes won 
away from home, Middlebury and 
Mount Abraham dropped contests 
on the road and Otter Valley fell 
to a Division I team in its home 
opener. 

The Otters also visited the 
Eagles on Jan. 6 in what proved to 
be a dramatic evening; see story on 
Page 1B. 
COMMODORES

On Jan. 5, the Commodores 
rained 10 three-pointers, six of 
them by Abram Francis, on 
host Stowe in a 62-30 victory. 
Francis fi nished with 22 points, 
and Devin Brisson added 13 as 
the Commodores improved to 4-3. 
Chase Brown scored 13 for the 
Raiders. 

The Commodores were set to 

host Missisquoi on 
Wednesday.
TIGERS

On Friday, 
host Fair Haven 
improved to 7-0 by 
defeating the Tigers, 
59-40. MUHS was 
within eight points 
at the break, but the 
Slaters put the game away in the 
second half. Fair Haven’s Sam 
Barber scored 17 of his game-
high 28 in the fourth quarter, and 
Sawyer Ramey tossed in 16. Penn 
Riney led the Tigers with 20 points 
and 10 boards, and Jack Trudeau
(seven points) and Willem Berry
(six points) also contributed. 

On Monday, Division I Rutland 
held on for a 52-47 victory over 
visiting MUHS. The Tigers trailed 
by 10 in the fourth quarter before 

tying the score 
on a late Riney 
hoop inside. But 
Rutland outscored 
the Tigers, 6-1, in 
the fi nal minute 
on an Eric Swain 
bucket and four free 
throws. Eli Pockette 
led Rutland (3-6) 

with 16 points, and Swain added 11.
Riney scored 18 points and pulled 

down 13 rebounds, Trudeau scored 
10, and Graham Mattrick added 
seven points for the 2-3 Tigers. 
EAGLES

On Monday, host Randolph 
avenged a season-opening loss to 
the Eagles with a 59-47 victory. 
The Ghosts outscored Mount Abe 
in the opening period, 19-6, and 
never fell behind, hitting nine of 12 
free throws down the stretch to hold 

off an Eagle rally attempt. Chase 
Higgins (18 points) and Ethan 
Davignon (13) led Randolph. 

Ian Funke (17 points) and 
Chance Denecker (10) reached 
double fi gures for the 2-4 Eagles. 

The Eagles were set to visit 
North Country on Wednesday.
OTTERS

Also on Monday, visiting D-I 
Mount Anthony outscored the 
Otters, 88-72. The Otters trailed by 
as many as 26 points before cutting 
the Patriots’ lead to 10 midway 
through the fourth quarter, but 
could come no closer. 

Austin Bellville (22 points) and 
Braeden Billert (20) accounted for 
almost half of MAU’s points.  

Logan Letourneau tossed in 18 
points for OV, and Drew Pelkey
was right behind with 16 as the 
Otters dropped to 3-4.

Boys’ hoop:  Commodores are only winners
a Springfi eld Central wrestler in 
1:24. MUHS junior Owen Larrow 
took third at 145, with a no contest 
in the consolation fi nal.
MUHS DUAL MEETS

Meanwhile, the MUHS wrestling 
team swept two dual meets at 
home on Jan. 5, defeating Mount 
Abraham, 35-17, and Randolph, 
36-24.

The Tigers’ Jan. 5 match vs. the 
Eagles was closely fought despite 
the score, with the Tigers earning 
wins at four weight classes by 
forfeit. In contested matches:

• At 113 pounds Connor 
Meacham, Mt. Abe, pinned Max 
Carpenter, MUHS, in 0:58.

• At 126 Sperry, MUHS, defeated 
Maisa Allen, Mt. Abe, by technical 

fall, 20-5.
• At 145 Larrow, MUHS, pinned 

Matt Conant, Mt. Abe, in 5:35.
• At 152 Wesley Husk, Mt. Abe 

pinned Jonathan Deering, MUHS, 
in 5:15.

• At 220 Wyatt Allenson, Mt. 
Abe, defeated Carter Gosselin, 
MUHS, by technical fall, 17-0.

Against Randolph at MUHS 
on Jan. 5 the Tigers earned a 5-1 
advantage in forfeited matches. In 
contested weight classes: 

• At 132 pounds, Kaden Grout, 
R, pinned Kegan Stone, M, in 1:45.

• At 138 Carl, M, pinned Drew 
Best, R, in 3:48.

• At 160 Zane Cooper, R, pinned 
Deering, M, in 6:39 (OT).

• At 170 Simon Allen, R, pinned 
Steven Lackard, M, in 1:51. 

Wrestling
(Continued from Page 1B)

MIDDLEBURY — The 
Middlebury Union High School 
gymnastics teams split two 
recent home matches, falling to 
powerhouse Essex last week before 
edging Randolph on Tuesday.

On Jan. 5, visiting Essex came 
away with a 123.9-63.8 victory 
over the Tigers. Hornet Anna 

Pringle swept the events, the vault 
with an 8.2, the bars with an 8.4, 
the beam with a 9.0, the fl oor 
exercise with an 8.0 (tying with 
teammate Anna Kinney), and the 
all-around (33.6).

For the Tigers, Mary Johnson 
was sixth in the vault (7.1), fi fth on 
the beam (6.6), sixth on the fl oor 

(6.3) and fi fth in the all-around 
(25.80); Alixis Williams was fi fth 
in the vault (7.4) and sixth in the 
all-around (22.70); and Cooper 
Cannon was sixth on the bars (4.5).

On Tuesday, the Tigers prevailed, 
81.9-76.75, over Randolph. 

Williams was fi rst in the vault 
(7.6), sixth on the bars (4.2), fourth 

on the beam (7.1), tied for sixth on 
the fl oor (5.5) and fi fth in the all-
around (24.10). 

Johnson took second in the vault 
(7.5), third on the bars (5.7), sixth 
on the beam (6.4), and third on the 
fl oor (6.5) and all-around (26.10).

Cannon contributed a fourth-
place fi nish on the bars (4.9). 

MUHS gymnastics tumbles to Essex, tops Randolph

BASKETBALL

Wrap-Up

SPORTS
WE’VE GOT

IT COVERED!
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Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY 
PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(833) 373-0920

FREE
7-Year Extended
Warranty* – A $695 Value!

Memorial Sports C enter
296 Buttolph D rive •  Middlebury, VT

8 0 2 -3 8 8 -1 2 3 8
info@ memorialsportscenter.org
MemorialSportsCenter.org

Upcoming Events

�ursday Jan. 12:
9:00-11:00 AM - Public Skating

Saturday Jan. 14:
6:30-8:00 PM - Public Skating

Sunday Jan. 15:
2:30-4:00 PM - Public Skating

Tuesday, Jan. 17:
9:00-11:00 AM - Public Skating

3:30-5:00 PM - Stick & Puck 

�ursday Jan. 19:
9:00-11:00 AM - Public Skating

Tuesday, Jan. 24:
9:00-11:00 AM - Public Skating

3:30-5:00 PM - Stick & Puck

�ursday Jan. 26:
9:00-11:00 AM - Public Skating

in the summer, I had a pretty good 
idea how far that was. In most place, 
40 feet from shore was the max.  
With much less area on which to 
fi sh, I also cut only six holes instead 
of the allowed 10. 

Since I’d already pre-cut my 
holes, and it was too warm for them 
to freeze over, getting my lines 
baited and out was quick work on 
opening morning. Nonetheless, I 
hadn’t even baited the fi fth tip-up 
and the horizon was still purple and 
red when a fl ag went up telling me I 
had a fi sh on. I pulled in a fat splake 
— a genetic cross between a brook 
trout and a lake trout. I rebaited 
the hook, and then went back and 
fi nished baiting my last two tip-ups. 
I was barely done with that when 
another fl ag went up. I could tell by 
how hard this fi sh pulled that it was 
a bigger one. A minute later I pulled 
in a 19-inch landlocked salmon that 
proved challenging to get through 
the eight-inch-wide hole. 

All the while, my older — and 
on this day warmer and obviously 
wiser — brother Ted watched from 
the cottage window sipping coffee 
as I proceeded to pull in one fi sh 
after another on both of our tip-ups. 
Every time I tried to go inside for 
a mug of coffee, another fl ag went 
up. Although half of the time the 
fi sh escaped with the bait, the day 
wasn’t two hours old before we — 
which is to say I — had caught our 
combined limit: two brook trout, 
two splake, plus a salmon as a 
bonus. I pulled all the tip-ups in and 
headed inside to cook pancakes. 

As I scanned the lake, I saw 
only two other groups of anglers, 
both staying close to shore. One 
pair of ice fi shers was working a 
cove where the water is only four 
feet deep. A bigger group fi shed a 
shallow beach by the town dock. 

Many years, the lake is covered 
with tip-ups from one end to the 
other. I can’t fi gure out how a trout 
can survey 10 minutes out there. 
Today, almost the whole surface 
was empty. An unusual year indeed. 
But since I had my limit before 
mid-morning, it was a strangeness I 
could deal with. Lunch that day was 
fresh, pan-fried brook trout.

The next day was much the same. 
I didn’t get up quite as early, and I 
only put out four tip-ups. But the 
trout kept coming.

Also, the ice kept getting 
thinner, especially in a fi ve-foot 
band around the shoreline where 
the shallow bottom and dark soil 
absorbed the sun’s heat and melted 
the ice more quickly. It was on my 
third trout that I went through the 
thinning ice about three steps from 
shore, dropping down below the 
tops of my boots and soaking my 
feet in ice water. Thankfully, I had 
on wool socks. 

The second and third plunge 
through the ice over the next half an 
hour were less of a shock since my 
feet were already soaked, but they 
had me questioning the wisdom of 
having tip-ups out even in waist 
deep water. By this point, there was 
no place I could step from shore 
onto ice thick enough to hold me.

But I hadn’t caught my limit yet. 
And my tip-ups were still out on 
the ice, and somebody was going 
to have to get them — with little 
chance that “somebody” was going 
to be my much wiser and warmer 
older brother. So I found a couple 
boards to lay from shore to the 
thicker ice. And I kept fi shing, still 
managing to catch a fourth trout 
and fi lling both my limit and Ted’s 
by the end of the noon hour. The 
brookies were bright red males. 
A couple of them had little forage 
fi sh still in their mouths, indicating 

good feeding for them in the area 
I was fi shing. Dinner for fi ve that 
night was one broiled salmon and 
one larger trout. 

By day three, even out farther 
from shore the ice was starting to 
crack under my feet as I walked. 
Little spider webs of fractures ran 
out from my feet no matter how 
carefully I treaded. The sound had 
me on edge. I pulled the tip-ups in 
a little closer to shore, but even in 
thigh-deep or waist-deep water, I 
had no interest in going through. 

And that’s how I ended up in 
my brother Ted’s photo, scooting 
around the ice in one of the kids 
plastic boat sleds on my knees with 
a tip-up in my hand and a trout 
dangling from the tip-up. A photo 
taken from shore, probably with a 
coffee in the other hand. And the 
trout that was dangling from the 
tip-up was the fi nal trout of the day 
that brought us to our limit of two 
each. The last tip-ups came in, and 
somehow I was still dry, at least 
from the calves up.

Dickerson
(Continued from Page 1B)

By ANDY KIRKALDY
ADDISON COUNTY — In 

high school girls’ basketball action 
between Jan. 5 and 11, Mount 
Abraham won two out of three 
outings, including a victory over 
Middlebury; the Tigers won once 
in three tries, that win coming 
against Otter Valley; the Otters 
remained winless; and Vergennes 
lost last week to a Division I foe.

 The Commodores also hosted 
Missisquoi on Tuesday; see story 
on Page 1B. 
EAGLES-TIGERS

On Jan. 4, the Eagles raced to a 
34-15 fi rst-half lead on the way to 
a 60-35 victory over the Tigers in 
a game that was moved to Mount 
Abe because of water damage to 
the MUHS gym fl oor. 

Maia Jensen sparked the 
Eagles with a career-high 24 
points, adding six steals, and 
Lucy Parker scored 14 points 
and added fi ve rebounds and three 
steals. Also contributing were 
Louisa Painter with six points 
and Payton Vincent with fi ve 
rebounds. 

Ele Sellers led the Tigers with 
14 points despite being the focus 
of the Eagle defense, according to 
Mount Abe Coach Koran Cousino, 
and Cady Pitner and Solstice 
Binder added six points apiece. 
Cousino also noted Binder’s 
strong rebounding. 

Cousino also pointed to the 
Eagles’ pressure defense as a 
factor in building the lead. 

“The press was very effective 
for us and gave us a lot of 
offensive opportunities,” she said 
in an email.
TIGERS-OTTERS

On Tuesday, the Tigers topped 
the host Otters, 52-34, despite 
being shorthanded: Sellers and 
guard Jazmyn Hurley were out 
with illnesses, according to Coach 
Chris Altemose. In their absence, 
Pitner led the way with a career-
high 22 and Binder and Makayla 
Swan chipped in nine points 
apiece, and Lexi Whitney added 
six. The Tigers improved to 2-5

Emily Peduto scored 10 points 
and Matelin LaPorte tossed in 
seven for the 0-9 Otters. 
EAGLES  

In other Mount Abe games, the 
Eagles on Saturday edged visiting 
Enosburg, 51-48. Madi Gile
(18 points and eight steals) and 
Jensen (13 points and six steals) 
sparked Mount Abe, and other 
contributors included Parker (10 
points) and Mackenzie Griner
(eight rebounds). Hornet Lillian 

Robtoy tossed in 19 points.
On Tuesday, host Colchester 

edged the Eagles, 56-50. Nicole 
Norton led three Lakers in double 
fi gures with 15 points. Griner 
tossed in a career-high 20 points, 
and Gile added 13 as Mount Abe 
dipped to 4-5.
TIGERS

On Saturday, host Missisquoi hit 
its free throws down the stretch to 
break open a tight game and pull 
away for a 52-40 win. Destinee 
Pigeon led the T-Birds with 23 
points. Sellers (17), Pitner (nine) 
and Swan (six) paced the Tigers. 
COMMODORES

On Jan. 4, visiting 
Colchester erupted in the second 
half in a 57-33 victory over the 
Commodores. The Lakers led by 
29-20 at the break and clinched the 
win with an 18-9 edge in the third 
period. Ryleigh Garrow sparked 
the Lakers with 23 points. Finnley 
Jacobson led VUHS with 11 
points.

On Saturday, North Country 
coasted past the Commodores, 
62-33. Cora Nadeau led four 

Falcons in double fi gures with 18 
points. Ashtin Stearns scored 12 
for VUHS, which dropped to 5-4 
heading into their Tuesday home 
game vs. Missisquoi. 
OTTERS

On Jan. 5, visiting Rutland 
improved to 7-2 with a 54-30 
victory over the Otters. OV took 
a quick 7-2 lead behind two 
Elena Politano three-pointers, 
but D-I Rutland responded with 
a 13-0 run; led at the half, 26-
15; and stretched the lead after 
intermission. Karsyn Bellomo led 
a balanced Rutland attack with 16 
points. 

Politano led OV with 13 points, 
and Ryleigh LaPorte hit three 
three-pointers and fi nished with 
nine points. 

On Saturday, D-III powerhouse 
Windsor rolled past the Otters, 
80-36. Sydney Perry (22 points 
and 15 rebounds) and Sophia 
Rockwood (15 points with 10 
rebounds) led four Yellowjackets 
in double fi gures. Politano paced 
OV with 15 points.

Girls’ basketball: Eagles take 
two of three; other teams lose

MOUNT ABRAHAM GIRLS’ basketball players bottled up a visiting 
Enosburg player during their game in Bristol on Saturday. The Eagles 
pulled out a 51-48 victory over the Hornets.

Photo by Buzz Kuhns

For more information, email 
Christy Lynn at middskibum@gmail.com
Do you like to ski? Join for some friendly competition with Friday 
afternoon races and put the smack down on your buddy. 
All skiing levels welcome (as long as you can make it down the Allen)!

Starting Friday, January 6
For more information email
Margaret Eagan at middskibum@gmail.com
Do you like to ski? Join for some friendly competition with Friday 
afternoon races and put the smack down on your buddy.
All skiing levels welcome (as long as you can make it down the Allen)!
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Quotes are taken from reader comments submitted with subscription renewals.

“I’m grateful for the info on gatherings, social calendar, 
local sports, great commentary on editorial page!”

Here’s what one reader has to say about us!

A subscriber writes:
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• The Alexander Technique  
& Breathing Coordination

• Breath, Balance, Mental  
& Physical Wellbeing

• 50 years of teaching this 
work I love

• Private Lessons Available

Regaining Ease 
in Stressful Times

Barbara Kent, Certified ACAT, mAmSAT 
Middlebury Studio
barakent@aol.com  917-797-7823

SomaworkSomaworkss    ••    MiddleburMiddleburyy,,  VT VT 
802-388-3362 802-388-3362 

Contact us for information: 
advertising@addisonindependent.com
or call 802-388-4944

Practitioner of the WeekPractitioner of the Week
Georgia Dune is 
a Certified Massage 
Therapist (18 yrs), 
Reflexologist (15 
yrs) and Licensed 
Esthetician (4 yrs). 
She specializes in 
Reflexology-based 
foot massage and 
provides an eclectic 
menu of professional 
bodywork and skin 
care services by 
appointment. All 
of her work has an 
emphasis on pain 
relief, self-care, body positivity; wellness 
inside and out. 
  
Georgia’s holistic wellness practice, 
DuneSpa is located in Somawork Wellness 
Center at 50 Court Street in Middlebury. 
 
Visit Dunespavt.com for more information 

and to see her full menu of services. 
 Georgiadune@gmail.com

802-377-2507

Georgia Dune,
Certified Massage 

Therapist, Reflexologist   
& Esthetician

ScheduleSchedule
HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

Girls’ Hockey
1/14 MUHS at NCU/Lyndon ..............3 PM
1/21 MUHS at Stowe  ........................5 PM

Boys’ Hockey
1/14 MUHS at Stowe ....................7:30 PM
1/18 Woodstock at MUHS .................7 PM
1/21 Rutland at MUHS .......................7 PM

Boys’ Basketball
1/13 Mt. Abe at VUHS  ......................7 PM 
1/14 MSJ at OV ............................2:30 PM
1/14 MUHS at Missisquoi .............1:30 PM
1/16 Windsor at OV ...........................7 PM
1/17 MUHS at N. Country .............6:30 PM
1/17 Twinfield at VUHS  .....................7 PM
1/17 Mt. Abe at Milton  .......................7 PM
1/20 VUHS at MUHS  ........................7 PM
1/20 Enosburg at Mt. Abe  .................7 PM
1/21 Brattleboro at OV ..................2:30 PM 

Girls’ Basketball
1/12 MUHS at Enosburg ....................7 PM
1/12 North Country at Mt. Abe ...........7 PM
1/14 VUHS at OV .........................6:30 PM
1/16 OV at BBA  ................................7 PM
1/18 MUHS at Colchester ..................7 PM
1/18 Mt. Abe at Missisquoi .................7 PM
1/18 Enosburg at VUHS  ...................7 PM
1/20 Hartford at OV ...........................7 PM
1/21 MUHS at N. Country ...........12:30 PM
1/21 VUHS at Mt. Abe  ...............12:30 PM

Gymnastics
1/21 MUHS at BBA ............................3 PM

Nordic
1/21.................................... MUHS at U-32

Wrestling
1/12 OV at Springfield .......................6 PM
1/13&14 ............................. Essex Tourney
1/19 Essex at VUHS ..........................6 PM
1/21................ MUHS at Granville Tourney
1/21................................VUHS Invitational

COLLEGE SPORTS
Men’s Hockey

1/13 Plattsburgh at Midd ....................7 PM 
1/17 Midd at Norwich .........................7 PM
1/20 Midd at Colby .............................7 PM
1/21 Midd at Bowdoin ........................4 PM

Women’s Hockey
1/13 Midd at Colby .............................7 PM
1/14 Midd at Colby .............................3 PM
1/20 Bowdoin at Midd ........................7 PM
1/21 Bowdoin at Midd ........................3 PM

Women’s Basketball
1/13 Midd at Bowdoin ........................7 PM
1/14 Midd at Colby .............................3 PM
1/17 Midd at St. Lawrence .................7 PM
1/21 Williams at Midd ........................2 PM

Men’s Basketball
1/13 Bowdoin at Midd ........................7 PM
1/14 Colby at Midd .............................3 PM
1/16 Midd at Keene ...........................7 PM
1/21 Midd at Williams ........................3 PM

point the rest of the way. The T-Birds 
got a break when Bourdeau banked 
in a three-pointer at 3:10. VUHS 
missed the front end of a one-and-
one at 2:03, and Bourdeau converted 
a three-point play underneath at 
1:47 on a feed from Vincent, and 
suddenly Missisquoi led. Thirteen 
seconds later Jacobson hit a free 
throw for VUHS to tie the game at 
32-32.

With about 40 seconds left, the 
T-Birds got the ball back and worked 
it patiently for the last shot. It came 
with 1.4 seconds to go from Vincent, 
who received the ball on the left 
block, wheeled to her left and laid 
the ball in. The Commodores called 

time, but couldn’t go the length of 
the court to get a shot off before the 
horn sounded. 

Bourdeau’s 11 points led 
Missisquoi. Pigeon scored eight, and 
Vincent’s six points all came in the 
final 8:04. 

Stearns scored 17 for VUHS, 
Bradford had six points and close 
to that many steals, and Jacobson 
added five. 

Waller said on Tuesday the early 
deficit might have been the biggest 
problem. 

“It’s not good to put yourself 
in a position where you have to 
play catch-up. You expend a lot of 
energy,” Waller said. “We’ve got to 
put four quarters together.”

Girls’ Basketball
(Continued from Page 1B)

By ANDY KIRKALDY
BURLINGTON — Indoor 

track and field teams from 
Vergennes and Mount Abraham 
union high schools once again 
posted solid results at a meet 
hosted by the University of 
Vermont on Saturday. 

Eagle jumper Joe Darling’s 
effort in the triple jump was the 
best overall among all Division I 
and II competitors, and his long 
jump was second overall and 
first in D-II. On the girls’ side 
for the Eagles, Ruby Jean Hall’s 
race in the 55-meter hurdles was 
second-best in D-II.

Topping the Commodores’ 
efforts was the boys’ relay team 
of Calder Rakowski, Calvin 
Gramling, Grey Fearon and 
Riley Gagnon. Their run in the 
four-by-800 meter relay was the 
best overall in both divisions, 
and in the 4x400 they were 
second overall and first in D-II. 

Overall, the VUHS boys tied 
for fourth in D-II with Mill River 
with 36 points, two points ahead 
of Mount Abe in sixth. Richford 
(56) won, with Missisquoi and 

Peoples (50) tied for second 
among the 12 competing teams.

On the girls’ side, the Eagles 
(22 points) were fourth, and the 
Commodores (eight) were ninth. 
Rice (86) was a runaway team 
winner.

The top finishers for each local 
team on the boys’ side were, 
using overall placements:

• Darling, Mount Abe: second 
in the long jump at 19 feet, 5.5 
inches; first in the triple jump at 
36 feet, 16.5 inches; 10th at 55 
meters in 7.13; and 12th in the 
shot put at 33 feet, 8.75 inches.

• VUHS 4x800 relay 
(Rakowski, Gagnon, Gramling, 
Fearon), first in 9:43.49.

• VUHS 4x400 relay 
(Rakowski, Gagnon, Gramling, 
Fearon), second in 4:17.23.

• Eliot Senecal, Mount Abe, 
13th in the 55 hurdles in 11.27 
and 15th at 1,000 meters in 
3:36.96.

• Gramling, VUHS, fourth at 
1,000 meters in 3:04.16. 

• Grey Fearon, VUHS, 10th at 
1,500 meters in 4:59.70.

• Rakowski, VUHS, sixth at 

600 meters in 1:38.77.
• Tristan Pudvah, Mount Abe, 

10th at 600 meters in 1:42.96.
• Rakowski, VUHS, sixth at 

600 meters in 1:38.77.
• Peter Maneen, VUHS: 15th 

in the long jump at 13 feet, 11.5 
inches, and 16th at 600 meters in 
1:51.95.

The top finishers for each local 
team on the girls’ side were, 
using overall placements:

• Hall, Mount Abe: 20th in the 
shot put at 19 feet and a half-inch; 
fifth in the 55 hurdles in 10.62; 

• Isla Underwood, Mount Abe: 
20th at 55 meters in 8.40; 18th at 
300 meters in 49.88.

• Mount Abe 4x200 relay (Hall, 
Sturtevant, Fritz, Underwood), 
7th in 2:10.08. 

• VUHS 4x200 relay (Sabick, 
Cosgrove, Kutchukian, Hanna), 
10th in 2:21.87. 

• Jing Williams, VUHS, 10th 
at 600 meters in 1:59.97.

• Emily Fritz, Mount Abe, 16th 
at 600 meters in 2:15.93. 

• Torrey Hanna, VUHS: 15th 
in the long jump at nine feet, 11 
inches. 

Indoor track teams again fare well

Women’s hockey sees mixed results

Women’s basketball opens 
league play with two victories

Men’s hockey drops NESCAC contests

Men’s basketball splits league games

MIDDLEBURY — The 
Middlebury College men’s hockey 
team dropped two NESCAC home 
games this past weekend to fall to 
1-11. The Panthers will look to get 
on track when they host non-league 
foes Plattsburgh on Friday and 
Norwich on Tuesday.

This past Friday, visiting 
Wesleyan scored the final four 
goals of the game in a 6-2 defeat 
of the Panthers. The Cardinals’ D.J. 
Dixon and Emmet Powell scored in 
the first seven minutes to make it 
2-0. 

 Middlebury equalized during 
a strong second period. At 6:27, 
Ryan Pineault put Middlebury 
on the board, backhanding a low 
shot home on a feed from Michael 
Fairfax. Paddy Bogart tied the 
game 1:20 later, moving around 
the goalie and scoring after taking 
a pass from Bret Pastor.

But the Cardinals tacked on two 

more goals in the second period, 
including one by Wiggle Kerbrat 
that proved to be the game winner, 
and added two in the third. 

The Panthers outshot Wesleyan, 
43-23, but Cardinal goalie Erik 
Voloshin made 41 saves. In the 
Panther goal, Thomas Giroux 
allowed four goals and made 12 
saves in 31:30, and Adam Wisco 
finished up by allowing two goals 
on seven shots. 

On Saturday, a solid Middlebury 
effort against visiting Trinity came 
up short when the Bantams scored 
twice in the third period to erase a 
Panther lead and prevail, 2-1. 

The Panthers controlled much of 
the action for the first two periods. 
But the Trinity defense did well 
to keep them on the perimeter, 
and Bantam goalie Devon 
Bobak denied two second-period 
breakaways, one of them Wyatt 
Pastor’s shorthanded bid, before 

Middlebury took its lead.
That score came on Nolan 

Moore’s five-on-three power play 
goal at 10:55 of the middle period. 
Moore, in the right circle, slapped 
home Antoine Belisle’s cross-ice 
pass. Billy Dobensky picked up the 
second assist.

Middlebury did well to kill off 
three penalties, one spanning the 
second and third periods, before 
Trinity broke through halfway 
through the final period on an 
Andrew Troy goal. Troy converted 
a cross-crease pass from Jack 
Smith. 

A little more than two minutes 
later, Devan Tongue skated through 
the Panther zone and tucked a 
backhander past Wisco for the 
game winner.

Bobak made a left-leg kick save 
on the best Panther bid down the 
stretch. He finished with 22 saves, 
and Wisco stopped 18 shots. 

MIDDLEBURY — The 
Middlebury College men’s 
basketball team split two NESCAC 
road games this past weekend 
as the Panthers opened league 
play. The 11-2 Panthers will host 
Bowdoin and Colby this Friday 

and Saturday. 
This past Friday, Hamilton ended 

Middlebury’s five-game winning 
streak with a 65-56 victory. 

Hamilton took a 30-22 lead at the 
half, but Middlebury came back to 
lead in the second half, 39-38, and 

the game was tied at 50-50 with 
6:36 to go after the Panthers’ Noah 
Osher scored seven straight points. 

The Continentals then slowly 
increased their lead, and a pair of 
free throws by Hank Morgan made 
it 61-54 with 36 seconds to go. 
Osher hit two free throws seven 
seconds later, but the Continentals 
sealed the win with two more 
Morgan free throws and an Eric 
Anderson dunk.

Alex Sobel led the Panthers with 
20 points and nine rebounds, Osher 
finished with 15 points, and Sam 
Stevens added 11, but no other 
Panther scored more than three. 
Teja Singh led Hamilton (9-5) with 
22 points, and Conner Rood added 
14. 

On Saturday, the Panthers 
knocked off host Amherst, 53-46. 
They bolted to a 10-0 lead, held the 
Mammoths to 16 points in the first 
half to lead by nine at the break, 
and didn’t allow Amherst to come 
any closer than five points in the 
second half. 

Sobel (19 points, seven rebounds, 
three blocks), Evan Flaks (11 
points), Osher (eight points) and 
David Brennan (18 rebounds, 
matching his career high) led the 
Panthers. Will Scherer led Amherst 
(5-8) with 12 points. 

MIDDLEBURY — The 
Middlebury College women’s 
basketball team opened its NESCAC 
schedule this past weekend with a 
pair of home victories, including the 
program’s first win over Amherst in 
19 tries. The Panthers improved to 
9-5 and will play at Bowdoin and 
Colby this weekend. 

This past Friday, the Panthers 
earned a 64-56 home victory over 
Hamilton (7-5). Middlebury jumped 
to a 23-9 lead after the first quarter 
and then withstood a second-half 
Continental rally. 

A 10-2 Panther run to close the 
first half, including four points each 
from Alexa Mustafaj and Calie 
Messina, pushed Middlebury’s lead 
to 34-18 at the break.

In the third, Middlebury went up, 
41-22, but a Hamilton run to end the 
quarter cut the deficit to 48-41. The 
Panthers led throughout the fourth 
period, but the Continentals made it 
59-54 with 1:04 left on a layup from 
Emily Hall. Mustafaj knocked down 
five of six free throws over the final 
1:04 to secure the victory.

Hall and Maria Mercado Rengel 
each scored 13 to lead Hamilton.

Mustafaj paced the Panthers with 
21, Bethany Lucey scored 16 and 
added nine rebounds, and Gabby 
Stuart hit a trio of three-pointers and 
scored 11. 

On Saturday, the Panthers dealt 
Amherst — which entered the game 
at 10-2 and ranked No. 15 in NCAA 

Division III — a 47-45 setback. 
Stuart nailed a long jumper with 30 
seconds left to snap a 45-45 tie and 
cap a rally from down 37-33 entering 
the fourth quarter.

The teams had traded big quarters 
in the first half. The Panthers 
outscored the Mammoths, 18-7, in 
the first, but Amherst responding 
with a 21-7 advantage in the second 
period to lead by 28-25 at the break. 
Amherst then led by as many as five 
in the third period. 

Middlebury began the fourth 
quarter with jump shots from 
Mustafaj and Emily Downer to tie 
the game at 37-37. The teams traded 
points in the defensive battle until the 
Panthers took the lead for the first 
time at 41-40 on a Mustafaj floater 
at 6:27. But Amherst eventually 
answered to take a 45-43 lead at 1:34 
when Anling Vera stole the ball and 
laid it in. 

A Downer jumper tied the game 
at 1:12, and the Panthers forced a 
turnover to set up Stuart’s game-
winner.  Mustafaj stole the ball with 
four seconds to go to seal the victory. 
In all, the Mammoths committed 23 
turnovers against Middlebury, which 
leads NESCAC and ranks 12th in 
D-III in team defense (48.5 points 
per game).

Mustafaj scored 19 to lead 
Middlebury, and Lucey (nine 
boards), Stuart and Downer scored 
eight points apiece. Reeya Patel led 
Amherst with 15 points. 

MIDDLEBURY — The 
Middlebury College women’s 
hockey team went 1-1-1 between 
Jan. 4 and 10, and their record 
stands at 6-4-1 heading into this 
weekend, when the Panthers will 
visit Colby for a pair of games. 

On Jan. 4, the Panthers defeated 
visiting Lake Forest, 4-0, scoring 
twice in the first period, adding 
two power-play goals in the third, 
and getting a 17-save shutout from 
goalie Sophia Merageas.

Middlebury struck 4:02 into 
the opening period, when Cat 
Appleyard roofed a rebound of 
Cece Ziegler’s shot from the right 
dot. Claudia Vira made it 2-0 later 
in the period with a high shot 
through traffic.

In the third period, Avery 
McInerny poked in a loose puck 
just outside the crease at 8:35 mark, 
and at 17:13 Raia Schluter one-
timed a cross-ice pass home. Lake 
Forest goalie Hannah Turnage kept 

her 5-4-2 team in the game with 58 
saves. 

On Saturday, Middlebury and 
host Endicott (7-5-2) skated to a 
3-3 tie. Middlebury led by 2-0 after 
two periods before the Gulls rallied 
to earn the deadlock. 

Middlebury took the lead on 
McInerny’s first-period power play 
goal, assisted by Jenna Letterie. In 
the second period, Schluter made it 
2-0 by firing a wrister home from 
between the circles.

The Gulls sliced the Middlebury 
lead to 2-1 early in the third period, 
when Sydney Fascetta poked in a 
loose puck from just outside the 
crease. Endicott’s Kat Keith tied 
the game at 6:36 into the period on 
a two-on-one rush.

Britt Nawrocki restored the 
Panther lead at 10:27 on a penalty 
shot, converting through the five 
hole. Gull Kaylee Liberty knotted 
the contest 3-3 with 1:25 remaining 
with a close-range backhander on a 

power play.  
Merageas made 20 saves for the 

Panthers, and Endicott’s Michaela 
O’Brien stopped 46 shots. 

On Tuesday, visiting rival 
Plattsburgh prevailed over the 
Panthers in overtime, 2-1, as the 
Cardinals improved to 12-2.

The game remained scoreless 
until the third period, when Panther 
Britt Nawrocki tucked in the 
rebound of a McInerny one-timer. 
Nawrocki’s goal was her team-best 
seventh.

Plattsburgh answered with 3:44 
left in regulation, when Nicole 
Unsworth redirected a shot by 
Mattie Norton.

Sierra Benjamin netted the game-
winning goal for the Cardinals 
with 1:55 left in overtime, beating 
a defender and slipping the puck 
into the left side of the net.

Merageas made 26 saves for the 
Panthers, and Cardinal goalie Lilla 
Nease blocked 22 shots. 



Addison Independent, Thursday, January 12, 2023 — PAGE 5B

calendarcalendar
communitycommunity

info@addisoncountypcc.org • addisoncountypcc.org • 388-3171

Helping Young Families Get The Right Start

• Community Playgroups
• Parent Education Classes
• Home Visits
• Pregnancy Prevention Programs
• Parent Training & Child Center

Spotted locally
WHILE YOU WILL not see one every day, bluebirds are in this part of Vermont year round. 

See what avian species you can find in Otter Creek Audubon’s monthly wildlife walk at Otter 
View Park in Middlebury this Saturday, Jan. 14, beginning at 8 a.m.

Photo by Craig Zondag

milestones

BIRTHS

Basic Learn to Swing Dance in 
Vergennes. Thursday, Jan. 12, 6:30-

8:30 p.m., Vergennes Opera House. This 
is the first of a Vergennes Recreation Department 
class that will take place on Thursdays through 
Feb. 9. Learn swing dancing basics for the first 
hour, then a practice session of dancing from 
7:30-8:30 p.m. Partners are not required. Bring 
dry, non-marking shoes or very thick socks 
to dance in. Masks are not required but are 
a consideration for the close physical contact 
of partner dance. If you have been exposed to 
someone who has tested positive for COVID-19, 
or are simply not feeling well, please stay home. 
Sign up at Vergennesrec.org, or you can pay at 
the door. $15 per class (or $60 prepaid for six 
classes) includes practice session. $10/with 
high school or college student ID. $5 for practice 
session only.

Grief support group hosted by Porter online. 
First session is Thursday, Jan. 12, 7-8:30 p.m., 
Zoom. A support group for people dealing with 
grief will be hosted by the Porter Medical Center 
and the Palliative Care Department for seven 
weeks in January and February. Not a drop-in 
group — pre-registration is required by emailing 
mikavt@gmail.com or lricher@portermedical.org 
by Jan. 5.

Heart of Afghanistan in Middlebury. Thursday, 
Jan. 12, 7:30 p.m., Robison Hall, Mahaney Arts 
Center, 72 Porter Field Rd. Four brilliant Afghan 
musicians — famed singer/Afghan TV star 
Ahmad Fanoos on vocals and harmonium, his 
sons Elham on piano and Mehran on violin, and 
Hamid Habibzada on table — carry the flame of 
Afghanistan’s rich and complex musical heritage 
from its pre-Islamic Buddhist period to the modern 
era. Tickets $25/20/10/5; streaming tickets $15/5, 
available at middlebury.universitytickets.com.

Green Mountain Club snowshoe in 
Ripton. Saturday, Jan. 14, Widow’s 

Clearing to Brooks Road, Goshen Rd. 
Hike or snowshoe three miles on trails from 
Widow’s Clearing on Goshen Road eastward to 
Brooks Road. Requires car spot. Bring a snack or 
lunch, water and dress to the weather in thermal 
layers (avoid cotton). Ankle gaiters and hiking 
poles recommended. Be prepared for ice and 
snow. Contact Ruth Penfield at 802-458-1116 or 
ruthpenfield@gmail.com for details including start 
time. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

Monthly Wildlife Walk in Middlebury and 
Weybridge. Saturday, Jan. 14, 8 a.m., Otter 
View Park, intersection of Weybridge Street 
and Pulp Mill Bridge Road. Help Otter Creek 
Audubon and Middlebury Area Land Trust survey 
birds and other wildlife at Otter View Park and 
the Hurd Grassland. Meet at the Otter View Park 
parking area. Birders of all ages and abilities 
welcome. Please take common sense COVID-19 
precautions. More information: 802-388-6019.

Adult snowshoe scavenger hunt in Middlebury. 
Saturday, Jan. 14, 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., Chipman 
Hill trailhead parking lot. Come Join MALT for 
a morning of snowshoeing and exploration on 
Chipman Hill. Snowshoes will be provided. No 
experience necessary. Those who complete the 
scavenger hunt will be entered to win a MALT-
swag bag for two, filled with sunglasses, hats 
and other gear. We’ll also have a fire set up at an 
overlook to enjoy at the end and hot cocoa. Dress 
warmly, bring a phone or camera to take photos. 
Registration required. For Adults 18+. Drop in 
whenever you’d like. Snowshoes must be returned 
by 1:30 p.m. More info at maltvt.org/events.

“1776 Supplying our Army in Canada” living 
history event in Ticonderoga, N.Y. Saturday, 
Jan. 14, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Fort Ticonderoga. 
Ticonderoga was a vital link in the supply chain 
keeping an American Army alive at the gates of 
Quebec City in January 1776. In this one-day 
living history event, explore the many needs of 
an army in winter from shot to shoes. See how 
soldiers and teamsters kept sleds running over 
the ice of Lake Champlain to keep Continental 
Army soldiers fed and clothed in Canada.

Bixby Lego Robotics Community Day in 
Vergennes. Saturday, Jan. 14, 1-2 p.m., Bixby 
Library, 258 Main St. The community is invited 
to check out the projects the Challenge and 
Explore Bixby Lego Robotics teams have been 
working on for months. Enjoy a demo with the 
robots they have built and coded to run missions. 
Come hear about what builders and makers have 
learned about renewable energy. Celebrate their 
teamwork and accomplishments. Free.

Bingo in Vergennes. Saturday, Jan. 14, 5 p.m., 
St. Peter’s Parish Hall, 85 S. Maple St. Doors 
open at 5 p.m., Bingo starts at 6 p.m. This is a 
family friendly event. All cash prizes, 50/50 raffle. 
Refreshments sold. This event is sponsored by 
St. Peter’s Cemetery Committee to benefit the 
on-going efforts for cemetery improvements.

Roast pork supper in Vergennes. Saturday, 
Jan. 14, 5-6 p.m., Vergennes United Methodist 
Church, 129 Main St. (across from the Opera 
House). Takeout and pre-order only. Enjoy 
roast pork, mashed potatoes, stuffing, gravy, 
vegetable, applesauce, roll and dessert for $12. 
To preorder, call 802- 877-3150 before 7 p.m. on 
Thursday, Jan.12.

All-you-can-eat pancake breakfast 
in Addison. Sunday, Jan. 15, 7-11 

a.m., Addison Fire Station, junction of 
Routes 17 & 22A. $10/adults; $7/kids under 12. 
Benefit of the Addison Volunteer Fire Department. 
Menu: plain and blueberry pancakes, sausage, 
bacon, home fries, coffee, hot chocolate and 
orange juice. Proceeds will be used to purchase 
equipment. More Information: 759-2237.

Champlain Valley Fiddlers in Middlebury. Sunday, 
Jan. 15, 11 a.m.-4 p.m., VFW 530 Exchange St. 
$3 cover. 50/50 raffle. Door prize, refreshments 
available. Join in the musicmaking or just enjoy 
the sounds of some talented amateurs. 

Electronic music concert at Middlebury College. 
Sunday, Jan. 15, 7:30 p.m., Mahaney Arts 
Center, Olin C. Robison Concert Hall, 72 Porter 
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Field Road. The College Music Department 
presents a free concert of new electronic music, 
sound art and improvisation. Performers will 
include Sandy Nordahl (experimental sound 
on the iPad), Jack Tipper (multi-media artist at 
aotustudios.com), Matthew Evan Taylor (live 
saxophone and flute with electronic looping, 
Mark Christensen (Chapman Stick, a recently 
invented variant of the guitar) and Peter Hamlin 
(Roli keyboard, a recent invention described as 
a 5-dimensional keyboard). More information: 
phamlin@middlebury.edu.

Give feedback on Ilsley Library 
expansion in Middlebury. Tuesday, 

Jan. 17, 7 p.m., 75 Main St., Ilsley 
Community Meeting Room. The group planning 
the library’s renovation will share its top 
conceptual choices about how to proceed with 
expanding the library and solving some of the 
problems with the 100-year-old building. They 
will talk about the pros and cons of each choice 
as well as gather input from the public. This is in-
person; a virtual, Zoom meeting will be held Jan. 
20. More info: Joe McVeigh at joe@joemcveigh.
org or 802-989-9238.

Estate Planning Presentation in 
Shoreham. Wednesday, Jan. 18, 

3:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall, Shoreham 
Congregational Church. Everyone has an 
estate: car, home, checking and savings 
accounts, furniture etc. Make a plan in advance, 
name the people or organizations you want to 
receive the things you own after you die, and 
take steps now to make carrying out your plan 
as easy as possible later. Deppman Law will 
give a free presentation on estate planning.

“The Most Costly Journey” Latin 
American migrant workers, health 

care, and collaborative non-fiction 
comics in Middlebury. Thursday, Jan. 19, 6 
p.m., Ilsley Public Library, 75 Main St. Andy 
Kolovos from the Vermont Folklife Center and 
Julia Grand Doucet from the Open Door Clinic will 
provide an overview of the goals of the El Viaje 
Más Caro Project, the collaborative methods that 
define its approach, and insight into the lives 
and experiences of the workers whose labor 
supports the continued viability of dairy farming 
in Vermont.

Acoustic guitarist plays with local talent in 
Cornwall. Thursday, Jan. 19, 7-9 p.m., Cornwall 
Congregational Church, Route 30. Cornwall 
Community Coffeehouse presents Mark Sikora 
who will play with Henry Romp on the upright 
bass, Dan Whittemore on drums and Kai Stanley 
on lead guitar. Refreshments provided by the 
Friends of Cornwall School. No entry fee, but 
free-will cash donations are graciously accepted.

Give feedback on Ilsley Library 
expansion in Middlebury. Friday, 

Jan. 20, 12 noon, online only. Join the 
Ilsley 100 Project Team to learn about options 
for the library renovation/expansion project and 
provide your feedback and ideas. Zoom address: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81862472831. More 
info: Joe McVeigh at joe@joemcveigh.org or 
802-989-9238.

Knights In Italy Spaghetti Dinner in Bristol. 
Friday, Jan. 20, 2022, 5-7 p.m., St. Ambrose 
Parish, 11 South St. The St. Ambrose Knights 
of Columbus will serve meals for dine-in or take-
out. All proceeds will go toward furthering the 
Knights’ mission of aiding the community in a 
variety of ways including a donation of winter 
coats to 5-town schools. Menu: spaghetti with 
sauce, garlic bread, salad and dessert. $12/
adults, $6/children ages 12 and younger/$30 for 
a family. No pre-order necessary!

Green Mountain Club hike in 
Ripton. Saturday, Jan. 21, Spirit in 

Nature, Goshen Rd. Snowshoe or hike 
along beautiful trails by the Middlebury River, 
just off the Goshen Road. Inspirational readings 
posted along the way. Contact Liana Merrill at 
Merrill.liana@gmail.com for information or to 
register. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

Chinese New Year Celebration in Middlebury. 
Saturday, Jan. 21, 9:30-11 a.m., Ilsley Library, 
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75 Main St. Join May Poduschnick and Miss 
Tricia for story time, crafts, snacks and fun to 
celebrate Chinese New Year. This all-ages event 
is free.

Parenting workshop: “How to Raise Enjoyable 
& Cooperative Kids Without Yelling, Bribing 
or Losing Your Cool” in Vergennes. Saturday, 
Jan. 21, 1 p.m., Bixby Memorial Free Library, 
258 Main St. Certified life coach Krista Diego 
leads this free workshop about empowering 
you as a parent. Learn how to create a more 
peaceful home life today, why kids often act out 
in undesirable ways — and how you can turn that 
around. Learn how to feel empowered, when it 
comes to your parenting skills, instead of feeling 
disconnected, out of control, and “not enough.” 
Questions? Email: krista@letsbloomcoaching.
com.

Legislator office hours in Whiting. Saturday, 
Jan. 21, 1-3 p.m., Whiting Town Hall, Main 
Street. State Rep. Joe Andriano, D-Orwell, 
invites people to stop in and meet the new 
Addison-Rutland (Whiting, Shoreham, Orwell, 
Hubbardton, Sudbury) district representative in 
the Vermont House. Snacks, beverages and a 
warm welcome for all.  Contact Carolyn Schmidt, 
802-623-8075.

Cub Scout benefit spaghetti dinner in 
Vergennes. Saturday, Jan. 21, 4:30-7:30 p.m., 
St. Peter’s Parish Hall, 85 Maple St. Vergennes 
Cub Scout Pack 539 will serve spaghetti, 
meatballs, rolls and butter, salad, desserts and 
assorted drinks. $12/individual or $30/family of 
three or more.

Soup and Sandwich Lunch 
and Board Games Afternoon in 

Shoreham. Sunday, Jan. 22, noon-
3 p.m., Shoreham Congregational Church, 28 
School Road. Join in for fellowship and lunch 
followed by an afternoon of playing cards 
or board games. Soups: chicken, split pea, 
vegetable and chili; sandwiches: cold cuts and 
sliders to go with the soup; drinks: hot chocolate, 
coffee and tea; dessert: cookies. $5 for soup 
and sandwich, playing board games is free. All 
proceeds go to the Church Building Fund.Bring 
your own game or try one of those already there.

“Spirit Traffic: A Mother’s Journey 
of Self-Discovery and Letting Go” 

author talk in Middlebury. Wednesday, 
Jan. 25, 6 p.m., Ilsley Public Library, 75 Main St. 
C. Jane Taylor is a writer, biker, adventurer, and 
mom. At the age of 16, she went to Bard College 
at Simon’s Rock, where she earned a B.A. in 
Literature and Music History. She’s been a cook 
for a baroque orchestra, a sculptor’s assistant, a 
resume writer, and a yoga teacher. She started 
(and stopped) her own welding shop. She has 
repaired farm equipment under the blazing 
sun on the Fourth of July and decorated cakes 
resembling the Palace of Versailles on Bastille 
Day. Writing is her foundation.

African photo safari slideshow in 
Lincoln. Thursday, Jan. 26, 7 p.m., 

Lincoln Library, 222 West River Road. 
Lincoln residents Lucinda and Dale Cockrell 
recently spent 34 days on a self-guided photo 
safari in South Africa’s Kruger National Park, 
where they photographed lions, leopards, 
cheetahs, elephants, giraffes, crocodiles, 
landscapes, more than 130 different bird 
species, bugs, butterflies, and so much more. 
They’ll share some of their photographs and 
adventures, and also provide details on how 
one can enjoy a “trip of a lifetime” safari on an 
ordinary-person budget. Please sign up at the 
library if you’d like to attend.

Green Mountain Club snowshoe in 
Hancock. Friday, Jan. 27, Burnt Hill Trail 

to Boyce Shelter. Beautiful, backcountry 
climb, 2.2 miles to the Long Trail, then 0.6 miles 
north to the shelter. Prepare for snowy conditions 
and possible trail breaking. Contact Ellen Cronan 
for details or to register, ecronana@yahoo.com. 
More at gmcbreadloaf.org.
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• Heather Ballard and Nate McCormick of Middlebury, Jan. 3, 
boy, Jaxson Thomas McCormick, brother to Sophia, 10, 
and MyKayla, 15. Grandson of Brian and Jen McCormick 
and Laurie and Steve Thornton.

• Samantha Selby and Anthony Chappell of Middlebury, Dec. 
8, a boy, Anthony Michael Chappell Jr., brother to Elias, 
Hunter, Dylan and Asher, grandchild of Graham Selby, 
Debi J Bartnik-Souhrada and Terry Chappell, nephew of 
James Gerard Bouffard, David Bouffard, Bethany Bouffard, 
Michael Selby, Steven Chappell and Monica.

  

Attention Subscribers
Do you travel for the winter and want to 

receive your paper at your winter address? 

Call Sadie 802-388-4944 ext 104 
or email: subscriptions@addisonindependent.com 

We are always available online at: www.addisonindependent.com. 

Middlebury, VT

Hop on in, this weekend ...

Join us in donating to the 
Giving Fridge to help feed 

our neighbors in need.

Otter East Feeds Otter East Feeds 
the Giving Fridgethe Giving Fridge

OtterEast.com

TUES.-SAT. 7 AM- 2 PM 
Closed on Sundays & Mondays

51 OSSIE ROAD  |  EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT  |  802-989-7220
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ACT 250 NOTICE
MINOR APPLICATION #9A0159-2

10 V.S.A. §§ 6001 - 6111
On December 23rd, 2022, Sapling Properties, LLC filed application #9A0159-2 

for a project generally described as “as-built,” after-the-fact approval of a variety 
of changes to the property that have been completed over the years without 
obtaining proper Act 250 permitting. As-built improvements include, but are not 
limited to, the following: (1) construction of new structures and building additions, 
(2) a boundary line adjustment, and (3) driveway, parking, and access changes. 
The project is located at 22 Varney Hill Road in Starksboro, Vermont. This 
application can be viewed online by visiting the Act 250 Database here: https://
anrweb.vt.gov/ANR/Act250/Details.aspx?Num=9A0159-2.

No hearing will be held, and a permit will be issued unless, on or before 
Wednesday, February 1st, 2023, a party notifies the District 9 Commission in 
writing of an issue requiring a hearing, or the Commission sets the matter for 
a hearing on its own motion. Any person as defined in 10 V.S.A. § 6085(c)(1) 
may request a hearing. Any hearing request must be in writing, must state the 
criteria or sub-criteria at issue, why a hearing is required, and what additional 
evidence will be presented at the hearing. Any hearing request by an adjoining 
property owner or other person eligible for party status under 10 V.S.A. § 6085(c)
(1)(E) must include a petition for party status under the Act 250 Rules. To request 
party status and a hearing, fill out the Party Status Petition Form on the Board’s 
website: https://nrb.vermont.gov/documents/party-status-petition-form, and 
email it to the District 9 Office at: NRB.Act250Barre@vermont.gov. Findings of 
Fact and Conclusions of Law may not be prepared unless the Commission holds 
a public hearing.

For more information contact the District Coordinator below.
Josh Donabedian, District 9 Coordinator
Joshua.Donabedian@vermont.gov
802-261-1945
Mail: 10 Baldwin Street, Montpelier VT 05633-3201
Physical: 111 West Street, Essex Junction, VT 05452

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF ADDISON 

The Town of Addison Development Review Board will meet on Monday, 
January 30, 2023 at 7:00 P.M. at the Addison Town Clerk’s Office to address the 
following applications:

1. Application (22-11) from Richard Thurber - is not ready - table until 
February meeting.

2. Application (#22-12) Richard Thurber - is not ready - table until 
February meeting.

3. Application (#22-16) William Barnes has decided to go with a single-
family dwelling.

4. Application (#22-15) from Shay Pouliot & Tyler Hornidge and Penny 
& Reed Lander requesting Board’s approval for a Boundary-Line 
Adjustment located at 4430 Lake Street, Addison, VT (tax map ID# 
4-01-65).

5. Application (#23-01) John Spencer requesting a Conditional-use of 
an existing barn located at 3345 VT RTE 22A (tax map ID# 6-17.2).

The applications are available for inspection at the Town Clerk’s Office during 
normal  office hours. Interested parties who wish to appeal or to be heard 
must attend the hearing or may be represented by an agent or an attorney.  
Communications relating to the application may be filed in writing with the Board 
either before or during the hearings.

N.B.: Participation in a hearing is necessary to establish status as an 
“interested party” and the right to appeal a decision rendered in that hearing, 
according to the provisions of 24 V.S.A. 117 S.S.4464 (a) (1) (C), 4465(b) and 
4471 (a).  Participation consists of offering through oral or written testimony, 
evidence or a statement of concern directly related to the subject of the hearing. 

 Respectfully Submitted,
John Spencer, Chair

 Starr Phillips, Board Secretary
 Michael Wojociechowski, Zoning Administrator

                               TOWN OF LINCOLN
PUBLIC NOTICE

Wednesday, February 1st, 2023 beginning at 6:30 pm at the Town Office 
(62 Quaker Street, Lincoln, VT) and virtually using Zoom

The Lincoln Development Review Board will hold a public hearing for: 
 1. Continuation of Waiver Application #22-093, as requested by Eric 

Hartman, Harvestar LLC on behalf of Kerry Malloy for solar panels 
on a wooden structure, Parcel I.D. # 01070340.000 at 876 East River 
Road, Lincoln, VT.

2. Continuation of Conditional Use Application #22-095 from VHB on 
behalf of Kyle and Katie Clark for a “Personal Landing Area”, Parcel 
I.D. 17070163.100 at 432 Orchard Road North, Lincoln, VT.

3. Application #22-085, as requested by David Nault for a Minor 
Subdivision, Parcel I.D. # 24070213.400 at 391 Murray Road, Lincoln, 
VT.

Participation in the local proceeding is a prerequisite to the right to take any 
subsequent appeal. Please call the Town Office at (802) 453-2980 to arrange a 
time to view the complete application.

The Zoom link will be included in the agenda which can be found on the 
Town’s website the week prior to the hearing: https://lincolnvermont.org/
agendas-minutes
 Emmet Moseley, Lincoln DRB Clerk

PROPOSED STATE RULES
By law, public notice of proposed rules must be given by publication in 

newspapers of record. The purpose of these notices is to give the public a chance 
to respond to the proposals. The public notices for administrative rules are now 
also available online at https://secure.vermont.gov/SOS/rules/ . The law requires 
an agency to hold a public hearing on a proposed rule, if requested to do so in 
writing by 25 persons or an association having at least 25 members.

To make special arrangements for individuals with disabilities or special needs 
please call or write the contact person listed below as soon as possible. 

To obtain further information concerning any scheduled hearing(s), obtain copies 
of proposed rule(s) or submit comments regarding proposed rule(s), please call or 
write the contact person listed below. You may also submit comments in writing 
to the Legislative Committee on Administrative Rules, State House, Montpelier, 
Vermont 05602 (802-828-2231).

Radiological Health Rule.
Vermont Proposed Rule: 22P042
AGENCY: Agency of Human Services, Department of Health
CONCISE SUMMARY: This rulemaking amends Part A of the rule and provides 
requirements for safe handling, use, monitoring, notifications, record keeping, 
and reporting associated with radiation-producing (x-ray) machines in Vermont. 
These regulations primarily address diagnostic machines, but also establish
requirements for radiation-producing machines used for therapeutics, as well as 
non-medical applications such as for security (e.g. body scanners) and industrial 
purposes. These amendments do not impact power generation facilities or sites 
(e.g. Vermont Yankee).  Additionally, consistent with requirements established by 
the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), several technical amendments 
were made to terms and incorporations by reference in Part B of the rule.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT: Brendan Atwood, Department of 
Health, 108 Cherry Street, Burlington, VT 05401 Tel: 802-863-7280 Fax: 802-
951-1275 Email: ahs.vdhrules@vermont.gov URL: https://healthvermont.gov/
laws-regulations/laws/public-comment.
FOR COPIES: David Englander, Department of Health, 108 Cherry Street, 
Burlington, VT 05401 Tel: 802-863-7280 Fax: 802-951-1275
Email:ahs.vdhrules@vermont.gov.

TOWN OF ORWELL
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

The Town of Orwell is soliciting proposals for the replacement of the roof at 
the Orwell Town Office Building by qualified roofing professionals. The project 
includes the removal and replacement of the existing roof. For complete RFP, 
interested parties can contact the Orwell Town office at 802-948-2032 or by 
emailing selectboard@townoforwellvt.org. RFP submission deadline is February 
13, 2023.

     Public Notices  can be found in this ADDISON INDEPENDENT  on Pages 6B and 11B.

Fleeting food
A TUFTED TITMOUSE sits on a seed star in a Middlebury yard 

recently. The star was one of six seeded shapes attached to a 
garland that could be hung on a tree to attract birds. Moments 
after this photo was snapped, a squirrel made off with the entire 
garland. Easy come, easy go.

Photo by Dottie Nelson

MONTPELIER — With 
the start of the new year, 
many Vermonters are 
preparing for one of the 
state’s most popular winter 
pastimes: ice fishing. 

“If you’re looking for 
a fun, easy way to get 
outdoors with friends 
and family this winter, 
ice fishing is hard to 
top,” said Fisheries 
Biologist Shawn Good.  
“It’s quick to learn, 
affordable and generally 
more accessible and 
social than open water 
fishing.”

In light of Vermont’s 
recent warm weather, the 
department stresses that anglers 
take ice safety seriously and 

recommends a few basic tips 
and precautions.

“A minimum of three to 
four inches of clear black ice 
is safe to walk on,” advised 

Good.  “If you’re unsure 
about ice thickness in your 
area call your local bait 
and tackle shop. You can 
also look for other people 
out fishing. Experienced 
anglers know how to 
read the ice, so if you’re 
unsure, go where others 
are or have been.”

It is important to know 
that ice thickness is not 
always uniform. Areas 
around pressure cracks 

or near stream or river inlets 
can be thinner and weaker than 
surrounding ice. Good advises 
anglers to carry a set of ice picks 
and a spud bar, head out with a 
partner, and to let someone know 
where you will be fishing and 
when you plan on returning home.

For those just starting out, a 
hand-auger for cutting holes in 
the ice is the most expensive piece 
of equipment needed. These can 
be found at hardware or outdoors 
stores, or online, for under $50. 
A scoop for clearing and keeping 
holes from freezing over, short 
ice fishing rods or tip-ups, and 
hooks, weights, lures and baits are 
the other essentials. Safety gear 
including micro-spikes for traction 
and a spud bar for testing ice 
thickness, and sturdy waterproof 
boots and plenty of layers to keep 
warm, are also recommended.

No matter where you are in 
Vermont, an ice fishing opportunity 
is close by. And a successful ice 
fishing trip does not have to end 
when the fish stop biting.

“After a fun day on the ice, 
anglers can also enjoy a healthy 
meal of tasty, locally caught fish,” 
said Good. “You can find recipes 
from our Vermont Wild Kitchen 
partnership for everything from 
trout to crappie to smelt on the 
department’s YouTube channel.”

To learn more about ice fishing 
safety, tips for beginners, and 
places to fish, visit Vermont Fish 
and Wildlife’s “Ice Fishing Basics” 
and “Ice Fishing Opportunities” 
webpages.

Safety tips to make ice 
fishing safe, enjoyable

“A minimum 
of three to 
four inches 
of clear 
black ice is 
safe to walk 
on.”

— Fisheries 
Biologist

Shawn Good

For breaking news

& updates wherever

you are!

@addisonindependent

Mount Abraham Union High School

Cassandra Guillemette
MAUHS

STUDENT OF THE WEEKSTUDENT OF THE WEEK

Cassandra Guillemette

64 Jackman Drive  •  Bristol 
802.453.2381  •  JackmansInc.com

Way to go, 

Telecommunications Sales and Service
Data Cabling & Fiber Optic Solutions

802-388-8999
Middlebury

CONGRATULATIONS
STUDENTS!

• Business Law  •  Wills, Trusts and Estates
• Government Contracting  •  Elder Law

• Property and Tenancy Issues

Congratulations
Students!

A� ordable & client-focused legal services

802-489-5099 or law@jlgi.com 
28 North Street - Bristol Village

 JOHNSON LAW GROUP JOHNSON LAW GROUP

Well Done!

We’re 
Impressed!

58 Maple Street • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-4944 

www.addisonindependent.com
14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDD., VT

802-388-3371

Stop by to 
grab your 
free gift!

Congratulations!
Keep up the great work,

877-3118
Vergennes, VT

If  you are interested in advertising in Student of  the Week 
contact advertising@addisonindependent.com

Mt. Abe would like to congratulate Cassandra Guillemette 
as our Student of the Week. Cassandra lives in Monkton with 
her parents, Anne and Mark, brother Travis (currently attends 
Paul Smith’s College) and black lab, Cooper.  Cassandra has 
received the highest honors for both academics and habits 
of work.  She is an avid lacrosse and soccer player receiving 
Second Team Awards. Since Kindergarten, she has been a Girl 
Scout (Monkton Troop 20474) and received a Gold Award. As 
a community compost pioneer, she collaborated with a team of 
MCS students and community members to create a compost 
presentation and 3-bin structure currently used in our schools. 
“Cassandra Guillemette is impeccably polite, extremely hard 
working and takes a genuine interest in her studies, her peers, 
and her community. I have never worked with an adolescent so 
in tune, open, caring and mature. She is diligent, conscientious, 
engaged and fastidious,” says Nathan Shepard,Cassandra’s 
Spanish Teacher.

 She enjoys the small supportive community at MAUHS. “I am 
always encouraged to try new things and have others to talk to, to 
express my ideas throughout the day. I looked forward to World 

Language classes as I took French and Spanish. My favorite 
teacher, Ms. Jacobeit, always kept class engaging by giving us 
amusing activities that allowed us to enhance our French. We 
also had understanding and inspiring discussions about our 
work or about things happening at school to allow us to reflect 
on recent events. She always has a smile and was there for any 
support you needed.” 

In Cassandra’s free time she enjoys building relationships with 
people, traveling with her family, being outdoors, biking, kayaking, 
camping and playing sports. Cassandra reminds us to “be grateful 
for the opportunities that arise. Even if it doesn’t go to plan, take 
the path that approaches because it may lead to great things.
Taking opportunities leads to risks, which lead us to achieving 
goals.  Staying comfortable won’t always let us know if something 
is possible.”

Cassandra is currently attending  the Dental Assistant 
program at Center for Technology in Essex. The Mt. Abe Eagle 
Family wishes her the best with future plans to attend college 
in the northeast to pursue dental hygiene, business or sports 
management.  

Cassandra
Cassandra

Congratulations

802-388-1338
99 Court St., Middlebury, VT

Students of the Week from all area high schools
will receive a gift from Otter Creek Bakery. 
Students of the Week are chosen by school 

teachers and administration.
Best of Luck to All Students!

Cassandra
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&&service& DIRECTORY

auto body restoration
auto repair 
carpentry/contractors
cleaning services

computers
construction
duct cleaning
firewood

flooring
heating &
    air conditioning
masonryBusiness

Thursday

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

COMPUTERS

CONSTRUCTION

CLEANING SERVICES

AUTO BODY RESTORATION

CHECK US OUT
ONLINE AT

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

AUTO REPAIR

LOCAL CONTRACTOR
GENERAL CARPENTRY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Remodeling • Additions

Painting • Roofing
WINNER of “Best Local Contractor” 

FOUR CONSECUTIVE YEARS by 
READERS CHOICE AWARDS!

MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT

MARK TRUDEAUMARK TRUDEAU

802.388.0860802.388.0860

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

802-453-7345  |  138 Hunt Road, New Haven, VT

Metal Fabrication
Agricultural Repair
Commercial Repair

Auto Body Repair
Rust Repair
Collison Repair

Full/Custom
    restoration

We accept all major credit cards  |  We accept Insurance claims
Follow our projects on Facebook

Family owned & operated

Over two decades experience!

MASONRY
Fine Dry Stone Masonry

Jamie Masefield
Certified by the Dry Stone Wallers
Association of Great Britain

802-233-4670
jmasefield@gmavt.net

REACH THE COUNTY  
ADVERTISE  HERE

ADDY INDY - 388-4944

Gevry Firewood LLC
gevryfirewoodvt@gmail.com

or 802-349-0699

Are you looking for green or 
seasoned firewood?

Well we’ve got it all right here in Addison, VT!

We cut, split, and deliver hardwood 
firewood in 12-24 inch lengths.

And we now offer kiln dried firewood!
Contact us today for a quote!

FIREWOOD

Quaker Village
Carpentry

Siding, Windows, Garages, Decks & Porches
New Construction, Renovations and Repairs

Maurice plouffe
802-545-2251
1736 Quaker Village Road

Weybridge, VT 05753

DO YOU REPAIR OR CLEAN 
FURNACES? 

 YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

FLOORING

And Duct Work 
for Heating, Ventilation 
and Air Conditioning
We use 5,000+ cfm HEPA
Vacuum Cleaning Systems 

Commercial/Residential • Owner Operated • Fully Insured • Neat & Clean

Buy Local! 802.989.0396

Specializing inSpecializing in
Duct CleaningDuct Cleaning

We can design, fabricate, seal, insulate, clean,
anything to do with your ducted systems.

Certified
Collision Experts

All Makes and Models
Working with all

Insurance companies

(802) 388-9961
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

2196 Rt 7 South,  Middlebury
stonecdjr.com

Hometown Service from 
Your Hometown Dealers!

Factory-Trained Technicians
Servicing all makes

and models

G Stone Motors   
36 Boardman St., 

Middlebury
(802) 388-6718

gstonemotors.com 

Stone
Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
2149 Rt 7 So., Middlebury

(802) 388-9961
stonecdjr.com

F    J    C
802.310.1986

• Full service general 
contractor

• Turn key construction
• Kind knowledgeable staff

fjcbuilders.com

One cal l  does i t  a l l
Christopher Netelkos

cnetelkos@fjcbuilders.com   •   Sudbury, Vt.

For an appointment , call The PC Medic of 
Vermont at 802-734-6815
www.pcmedicvt.com

The PC Medic of 
Vermont now offers 

both on-site and remote 
computer services for 

your PC.

Call today to see which 
type of appointment 

you need, and get your 
PC running correctly 

again!
DO YOU WINTERIZE HOUSES? 

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!
CALL 802-388-4944

DUCT CLEANING

Melissa’s Quality
Cleaning Services
Residential & Commercial

GREAT RATES • FULLY INSURED
Reliable & Thorough 

802 345-6257

David Walker ConstructionDavid Walker Construction
298 Biddle Road
Lincoln, Vermont

05443

Semi-Retired
Small Jobs Only

cell: 802-989-0320

email:
dwconstruction@gmavt.net

THETHE
SNOWFLAKESSNOWFLAKES
ARE FALLINGARE FALLING

ADVERTISE ADVERTISE 
YOUR SNOW YOUR SNOW 

REMOVAL REMOVAL 
BUSINESS IN BUSINESS IN 

THE ADDY INDY.THE ADDY INDY.

CALLCALL
802-388-4944802-388-4944
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Soak Up The Sun!
Don’t spend your hard-earned money 
making the hot water or electricity that 
you use today–

SOLAR IS MORE AFFORDABLE THAN EVER!

Go Green with us –

We’ve been here for you for 43 years – 
Let us help you with your solar projects today. 

Call for a FREE on-site evaluation

SIDING

LAROSE SURVEYS, P.C.
Ronald L. LaRose, L.S. • Kevin R. LaRose, L.S.

Land Surveying/Septic Design
“We will take you through the

permitting process!”

25 West St. • PO Box 388
Bristol, VT 05443

Telephone: 802-453-3818
Fax: 802- 329-2138

larosesurveys@gmail.com

&&service& DIRECTORYBusiness
Thursday painting 

plumbing
renewable energy
roofing

rubbish & recycling
septic & water
siding
snow removal

storage
surveying
tree service

SURVEYING

Reach
more 
potential
customers!

Place your ad in
the Addy Indy!

Marcel Brunet & Sons, Inc.
Windows & Siding

Vergennes, VT

802-316-6060 • rbrunet1@myfairpoint.net • 802-877-2640

Siding • Windows
Additions • Garages • Decks

WE HAVE THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT 
FOR THE RIGHT JOB – TO GIVE YOU

 REASONABLE RATES

Reasonable Rates • Year-round Service • Fully Insured
(802) 453-3351 • Cell (802) 363-5619

24 Hour Emergency Service 453-7014
 Brownswelding.com

Serving Vermont for over 42 years!

BROWN’S TREE & 
CRANE SERVICE

Dangerous Trees Cut & Removed
Stumps Removed  
Trusses Set
Trees Trimmed 
Land Clearing

FREE ESTIMATES FOR TREE SERVICES

TREE SERVICE

Celebrating 36 Years
Environmental Consultants – Licensed Designers

Steve Revell CPG, LD#178 BW

• Water Supply - Location, Development and Permitting
• On-Site Wastewater Design • Single & Multiple Lot Subdivision
• Property Development & Permitting
• State and Local Permitting
• Underground Storage Tank Removal & Assessment

Fax 802-453-5399 • Email: jrevell@lagvt.com
163 Revell Drive • Lincoln, VT 05443

Toll-Free: 800-477-4384
802-453-4384

www.lagvt.com

Jeremy Revell LD#611 BW • Tyler Maynard LD#597 B

PLUMBING

SEPTIC & WATER

Phone (802) 537-3555

roofingMichael Doran
• Standing seam

• Asphalt shingles 
• Slate

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

roofing

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

Phone (802) 537-3555

Michael Doran
as seen at Addison County Field Days!

• Standing seam
• Asphalt shingles 

• Slate

mpdoransr@gmail.com

Go Solar with
AllEarth Renewables
Customer-driven solutions 
designed, engineered and built 
in Vermont, with over 3,000 
installations in the state.

CALL 802.872.9600 x122
allearthrenewalables.com

RENEWABLE ENERGY

GET GET 
RESULTS!RESULTS!

ADVERTISEADVERTISE
HEREHERE

Short Surveying, inc.
Serving Addison County Since 1991

Timothy L. Short, L.S.
Property Line Surveys • Topographical Surveys

FEMA Elevation Certificates
135 S. Pleasant St., Middlebury, VT 

802-388-3511
ShortSurveyingVT@gmail.com

A friendly, professional, 
and affordable family business.

Interior Painting

HESCOCK PAINTING

Kim or Jonathan Hescock
hescock@shoreham.net

462-3737 or 989-9107

Free Free 
Estimates Estimates 

References References 

Fully Fully 
InsuredInsured

PAINTING

We help your ideas grow from start to finish,
no project is too big. Give us a call and you will

see the potential in your morning to evening view.
Lawn care, snow plowing, excavation, tree removal, 

driveways, pressure washing, and more - all at
their best. We can build it up or take it down.
No idea is too big for us to maneuver around.

802-349-6163 
Winter, Spring, Summer and All your Fall needs

ROOFING

SNOW  REMOVAL

Advertise your business on these pages for under $10 per week.
Call 802-388-4944 or email advertising@addisonindependent.com for details.

Winter in Vermont
is snow joke. 

Does your business help keep 
the county warm?

Call 802-388-4944 or email
advertising@adDisonindependent.com 
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Public Meetings
AL-ANON OFFERS HELP 
and hope to anyone who 
has been affected by a 
loved one’s drinking. Mid-
dlebury hosts an online 
meeting Sunday night 
7:15pm and a face to face 
one Wednesday at 1:30pm 
at CVUUS (2 Duane Court 
Middlebury near the high 
school) that you can also 
access by Zoom. Visit ver-
montalanonalateen.org for 
links and list of other meet-
ings in the region. If you’d 
like to speak to an Al-Anon 
member, call our answering 
service (866-972-5266) and 
an Al-Anon member will call 
you back.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS in person meetings 
are available. For a list 
of local virtual meetings 
visit http://bit.ly/district9aa.  
For more information visit 
https://aavt.org/ or call the 
24 hour hotline at 802-388-
9284.

V E R G E N N E S  F R E E 
THINKERS Founded in 
1935 on the principle of 
one alcoholic helping an-
other to achieve sobriety, 
A.A. is an effective and 
enduring program of re-
covery that has changed 
countless lives.  A.A. has 
always been committed to 
making its program of re-
covery available to anyone, 
anywhere, who reaches 
out for help with an alcohol 
problem.  The Vergennes 
Free Thinkers meeting was 
created in January of this 
year to maintain a tradition 
of free expression, conduct 
a meeting where alcoholics 
may feel free to express 
any beliefs, doubts or dis-
belief they may have, to 
share their own personal 
form of spiritual experience, 
their search for it, and/or 
their rejection of it, without 
having to accept anyone 
else’s beliefs or having to 
deny their own. Meetings 
are held with a high re-
gard for compassion and 
inclusion without judgment 
or exception.  If you think 
we can help, please join 
us on Thursdays at 6pm 
by contacting Vergennes-
freethinkers@gmail.com 
for Zoom and in-person 
meeting information.

THE TURNING POINT 
CENTER of Addison Coun-
ty is open for in-person 
services, Monday through 
Friday, 10am-4pm, 54A 
Creek Road, Middlebury. 
We are available by phone 
24/7 at 802-388-4249.

VERMONT SUPPORT 
LINE Are you struggling 
with a challenging situa-
tion? Do you have feel-
ings of sadness, loneliness, 
isolation, anger, or depres-
sion? You don’t have to 
face it alone. Talk with a 
caring person who under-
stands what you’re going 
through today by calling or 
texting the free and confi-
dential Pathways Vermont 
Support Line available 24/7 
at (833) VT - TALKS.

Services
C+I DRYWALL and plaster-
ing. Call Joe 802-234-5545.

CONSTRUCTION: ADDI-
TIONS, RENOVATIONS 
new construction, drywall, 
carpentry, painting, flooring, 
roofing, pressure washing, 
driveway sealing. All as-
pects of construction, also 
property maintenance. Ste-
ven Fifield 802-989-0009.

MELISSA’S QUALITY 
CLEANING Services. Resi-
dential and commercial. 
Fully insured. Great rates. 
Reliable and thorough 
cleaning. 802-345-6257.

ODD JOBS lawn work, 
cut brush, some tree work. 
Snow removal services for 
your roof. Call us we do 
other jobs too! 802-999-
2194 John.

3
WE BUY OLD STUFF Es-
tates, collections, antiques 
etc. Also hunting and fish-
ing items. Call Erik 802-
345-0653.

Free
55 GALLON PLASTIC Bar-
rels. 802-475-2176.

DIGITAL ACCESS View 
obituaries, calendar listings 
and classifieds online at 
addisonindependent.com.  
Don’t miss out on events, 
garage sales, or opportu-
nities- check out our free 
digital listings.  Looking 
to read more? Become a 
subscriber!

DEADLINE: Monday at 5 p.m. 

CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM
Addison Independent

Cash in on our 4-for-3 rates! Pay for 3 issues, get 4th issue free! An ad placed for consective issues runs the 4th time for free! PLEASE PRINT YOUR AD...

The Independent assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in ads, but will 
rerun classified ad in which the error oc-
curred. No refunds will be possible. Ad-
vertiser will please notify us of any errors 
which may occur after first publication.

Number of words:
Cost:
# of runs:
Spotlight Charge:
Internet Listing: $2.00
TOTAL:

ADDISON INDEPENDENT
58 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-4944
addisonindependent.com •  email: classifieds@addisonindependent.com

RA
TE

S

• 25¢ per word • minimum $2.50 per ad 

• $2 internet listing for up to 4 issues • minimum 2 insertions

• Special 4 for 3 rates not valid for the following categories: Services,
Opportunities, Real Estate, Wood heat, Attn. Farmers, For Rent & Help Wanted

Notices

Card of Thanks

Personals

Services

Free**

Lost ’N Found**

Garage Sales 

Lawn & Garden

Opportunities

Adoption

Work Wanted

Help Wanted

For Sale

Public Meetings**

For Rent

Want to Rent

Wood Heat

Real Estate

Animals

Att. Farmers

Motorcycles

Cars

Trucks

SUVs

Snowmobiles

Boats

Wanted

Real Estate Wanted

Vacation Rentals

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Spotlight with large 3$2** no charge for these ads

Or, submit your classified ad on our website: addisonindependent.com

Volunteer ad

3x3 or a 6x3 

Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities

Looking for a meaningful
volunteer opportunity?

Check this space weekly
for high-impact ways

to help our community!

Are you an organization in need of volunteers? 
The Addy Indy donates this advertising space to help connect

volunteers with local organizations. Email Jenna at
advertising@addisonindependent.com or call 802-388-4944 to learn more!

Addison Independent

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Public Meetings Services Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted 

SUMMER CAMP NURSE POSITION
 Interested in working at a beautiful summer camp on Lake 

Dunmore in the Green Mountains of Vermont? 

Do you enjoy working with kids in a vibrant and warm 
summer camp community? 

Consider working as a nurse at Keewaydin Dunmore for 
Boys or Songadeewin of Keewaydin for Girls! 

Our summer season runs from June 17-August 20.  This is a great 
opportunity for experienced nurses or for those just starting a 

nursing career — especially for those considering a career in pediatric 
nursing!  Two nurses run each Health Center and work with a 

consulting physician at a local medical practice.

 Salary for RN is $11,750 (tuition free for first child, 75% discount 
for second child).  Room and board is included. 

 For more information, please contact
Daria Carden at daria@keewaydin.org.

Visit our website at www.keewaydin.org.

• Snowmakers
• Groomers

www.rikertoutdoor.com

New Year,
New Career!

Join our team in Middlebury as a 
Manufacturing Associate today!

Full-time year-round starting at $18/hour
Comprehensive benefits package

Monday-Friday schedule
Opportunity for advancement

Hard-working but fun-loving team that takes pride
in who we are and what we do

Plus FREE COFFEE at work and to take home!

Previous manufacturing experience preferred
but not required- we will train you!

Apply today at stonewallkitchen.com/jobs
Because we are a sensory-sensitive company we cannot employ smokers.

Stonewall Kitchen, LLC is an equal opportunity employer

3 x col 2,5
RNESU

Bus drivers
CD

Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted ads can be found 
on Pages 9B &10B.

BUS DRIVERS WANTED!
STARTING HOURLY RATE 

$29.65/hr
Rutland Northeast Supervisory Union is accepting 

applications to be a bus driver. 
Applicants must be 21 or older, with a clean 

driving record. It is preferred applicants have a 
commercial driver’s license (CDL) with a school bus 
endorsement. However, if not licensed, but interested in 
becoming licensed, we will help train you

If interested contact Rich Vigue , Transportation Coordinator
802- 247-6833    or   rvigue@rnesu.org

EOE
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Help Wanted
AMERICAN FLATBREAD 
MIDDLEBURY Hearth is 
hiring!  Offering good com-
pensation, respectful co-
workers, and great food.  
We are hiring for multiple full 
time and part time positions 
including bar leadership, 
daytime prep and evening 
shifts.  Ample opportunities 
for growth in a positive work 
environment.  Please stop 
in for an application or email 
Joe at joe@americanflat-
bread.com. EOE.

GREAT HOUSEKEEPER 
WANTED At EastView. Be 
respected and loved by an 
entire community of elders. 
Work with a supportive 
team in a beautiful location. 
EastView at Middlebury, 
the vital nonprofit senior 
living community, has an 
opening for a responsible, 
courteous individual to join 
our housekeeping team. 

Full-time or part-time. Flex-
ible hours. To apply, or for a 
full job description, contact 
tdunakin@eastviewmid-
dlebury.com. Check out 
all our jobs at http://www.
eastviewmiddlebury.com/
join-our-team/.

For Sale
DRIVE TRANSPORT 
CHAIRS $75 & $30. Rol-
lator Walker $75. Stander 
Walker $60. Walker with 
wheels $30. Commode 
$30. 4 Canes. All items 
are clean and in excellent 
condition. 802-238-4502.

For Rent
12’ X 24’ STORAGE 
SPACES in Brandon. Call 
802-349-4212.

3-BEDROOM; East Middle-
bury. No Pets, No Smoking. 
$1200 plus utilities. First & 
last security deposit. 802-
377-1522.

VERGENNES VALLEY 
VIEW APARTMENTS is 
currently taking wait list ap-
plications.  Occupants must 
be 62+ years of age.  No 
smoking/ No pets. Income 
limits apply - Rent based 
on income. Equal Housing 
Opportunity.  802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com.

DRY, WINTER/SUMMER 
STORAGE SPACE in Ad-
dison. Available storage 
space in my barn for sum-
mer/winter storage. The 
barn is structurally sound 
and weather-tight with 
electricity. No heat or run-
ning water. The barn is also 
available for lease. The en-
trance door measurements 
are 8’ wide by 7’ high. For 
more info: 802-363-3403 
or rochon_m@yahoo.com.

FULLY EQUIPPED CAFE 
for rent in Kennedy Bros 
building. Preferred Bakery/
Cafe Operation. Contact 
Robert at 802-877-2975 
or Robert@kennedybroth-
ers.com

VERGENNES WILLOW 
APARTMENTS Is currently 
taking waitlist applications 
for 1 and 2 bedroom apart-
ments.  No smoking/no 
pets.  Income limits ap-
ply- Rent rate based on 
income.  Equal Housing 
Opportunity 802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191.  www.
SummitPMG.com.

Wood Heat
DRY OR GREEN firewood 
for sale. Delivery available. 
802-758-2007.

Att. Farmers
CORRAL PANELS, CAT-
TLE gates, round bale 
feeders and Dry Shod 
boots. Call Brian’s Farm 
Supply 802-355-2076.

SMALL SQUARE BALES 
$3.50.  Excellent round 
bales $30.00.  Call 802-
377-5455.

WHITNEY’S CUSTOM 
FARM WORK Pond agi-
tating, liquid manure haul-
ing, drag line aerating. Call 
for price. 462-2755, John 
Whitney.

HORSE BLANKET WASH 
and repair.  Accepting non-
leather (for now) horsewear 
of all kinds for cleaning and 
repairing at my Weybridge 
location.  Call or text Sue 
Miller at 802-377-5945 or 
email svdwmiller@icloud.
com.

Wanted

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent

MAPLE VIEW
 Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

Maple View Oral Surgery located in 
Middlebury, VT is seeking a friendly 

and energetic individual for our 
front desk position.

Full-time position, employee benefits, 
vacation and holiday pay, HSA and 

401K contribution. Starting at $20.00 
an hour, salary commensurate

with experience.
Please e-mail your resume to

Kara@mapleviewoms.com 
or call the office and speak with Kara.

Patient Care Coordinator

58 Court Street, Middlebury, Vermont

802-388-6344
www.mapleviewoms.com

Our busy pediatric office
is looking to expand our team!

As a receptionist, you will be the face of 
Rainbow Pediatrics. This position is for 

32 hours per week. We offer competitive 
pay/benefits as well as a fun environment 

to work in. Some of the responsibilities 
include (but not limited to):

-  Cheerfully greet patients and families to 
our office.

-  Answer phones and schedule 
appointments.

-  Handle referrals.
-  Clear communication with providers 

and co-workers.
-  Multi-task and help in other areas as 

time allows.

PEDIATRIC RECEPTIONIST

Experience is helpful, but not necessary. 
Interested individuals should email 

resume and 3 references to: 
Lisa Ryan at:  lisaryan@sover.net

or mail to Lisa Ryan/Rainbow Pediatrics, 
99 Court Street, Middlebury, VT 05753

  

You can help!

To apply:

acsdvt.org/Page/4418

or scan the QRCode:

Questions: 802-382-1281

Our schools need substitute teachers.

Substitute Teachers

Love supporting kids!

Have and want a flexible schedule.

Are energetic, curious, inclusive, and

kind.

Are considering a career as a

teacher or paraprofessional.

Want to get involved and support

our community!

Payscale:

Licensed Substitute Teachers and ACSD retirees:

$160 per day for 5 days

$150/day for 4 days

$140/day for 3 days

$130/day for 2 days

$120/day for 1 day

Unlicensed Substitute Teachers:

$150 per day for 5 days

$140/day for 4 days

$130/day for 3 days

$120/day for 2 days

$110/day for 1 day

School Nurse substitutes begin at $140/day

Are essential to our schools!

Help our schools operate at their full

potential during staff vacancies and

illness.

Ensure consistency and support for

all students.

Your rate of pay increases if you commit to consecutive days in

a week. Substitutes are paid on half/full day basis.

This could be a great fit if you:

OLD & Used
guns wanted

P: 802-775-2859
C: 802-236-7213

Rifles, 
Hand 
guns, 

Shot guns
Top prices paid.

Help Wanted

Help Wanted For Rent

Help Wanted Help Wanted

2 x col  6
Ferrisburgh

treasurer
CD

CAREGIVER AND
SERVER  WANTED

AT EASTVIEW
Do you love people? 

Working with a supportive team?
Making a difference in the lives

of those around you?
Then join us at EastView, 

Middlebury’s nonprofit, locally 
governed retirement community.

We have openings for full-time and part-time 
Caregivers and Servers. We offer a generous 
benefits package, free shift meals, and paid 

time off. If you are a student, a retiree, or just 
looking for a second job, our flexible hours & 

per diem shifts may be perfect for you!
To apply, or for full job descriptions, 

contact tdunakin@eastviewmiddlebury.com.
 Check out all our jobs at http://www.

eastviewmiddlebury.com/join-our-team/.

New Year, New Job? Come join us at HOPE,
where your work will make a difference!

Homeless Services Coordinator, Full-Time  – work with persons experiencing 
homelessness, assisting them to access services including mainstream benefits, health 

care, and more; increasing income and resources; and  overcome barriers to stable 
housing. Must have experience with persons who have substance use disorders and 

mental illness, as well as a familiarity with services.

Data Entry Specialist, Part-Time – enter datapoints into a Cloud-Based Homeless 
Information Management System. Must be detail oriented and accurate.

Resale Associate, Full-or Part-Time – assist with accepting donated goods 
for resale; pickups and deliveries; minor repairs; and cleaning. Must have excellent 

customer service and communication skills; ability to work as a team;
and be able to stand, lift and carry items.

Compensation includes very competitive wages, medical, dental and life insurance, 
generous paid time off, matched retirement savings. We offer a supportive team 

environment, where you can feel good about coming to work each day.
Equal Opportunity Employer. 

Resume and cover letter to receptionist@hope-vt.org,
or Personnel, 282 Boardman Street, Ste 1A,  Middlebury.

The Keewaydin Foundation, located on the shores of Lake Dunmore, 
outside Middlebury, VT, is a small non-profit which operates 

three summer camps and an environmental education center. The 
Foundation’s programs provide unique opportunities for youth to 

develop self-confidence, character, and leadership while living simply 
in beautiful wilderness settings. The Foundation is now offering an 

opportunity to a detail-oriented, systems-driven individual to join the 
team as the Development and Alumni Relations Coordinator.  

Reporting to the Director of Development, the Coordinator will 
manage the Foundation’s gift processing, including acknowledgment 

letters; perform data entry maintaining the general integrity and 
consistency of the Raiser’s Edge database; manage financial reporting 

and serve as liaison to the Foundation’s business office; provide 
support for on-line and print mailings; and provide planning 

assistance for campaign events; and provide administrative support 
for the capital campaign. 

Successful candidates will have a proven track record managing detail-
oriented systems, experience working with financial data using a 

complex database, an interest in and experience with event planning 
and management, and a willingness to join a high-functioning, 

energetic, and collaborative team. Facility with Excel and Raiser’s 
Edge is preferred. Good writing and organizational skills are a must.

This position offers a generous compensation package, including 
retirement, health care, and a significant tuition reduction for 

foundation employee children who attend our renowned camps.  
This is an on-site position located at the Keewaydin Foundation 

office in Salisbury, VT. Some weekend and evening work is required.

To learn more about this position, please visit our 
employment website at www.keewaydin.org/employment

To apply, please send a cover letter and resume to
Debbie Andrews at deborahtandrews@comcast.net  EOE

Development and Alumni Relations Coordinator

ALL ADDISON COUNTY LOCATIONS 
CURRENTLY HIRING!

For openings and to apply, visit 
Maplefields.com

Looking for work in your hometown? 
We offer medical, dental, paid vacation, 

personal time, sick time and 401K for
full time positions.

SERVICE TECHNICIANS
Monroe Tractor, an established company
with 71 years as an agriculture dealership
is growing in VT and we are seeking to add
Service Technicians to perform repair and 

maintenance on industry-leading Agricultural and 
Construction equipment in shop and on the road. 

Applicant will be responsible for troubleshooting and 
repairing of electrical, hydraulic, transmission and 

diesel engine components. Ideal candidate will be self-
motivated, safety-minded, organized, reliable and a 
strong communicator. Applicant must have a clean 

driving record, have reliable transportation, successfully 
pass a background check and drug test. Must be able to 
meet the physical requirements of the job which include 

bending, lifting heavy components and working in 
confined spaces. Competitive pay and benefits provided. 

Please send resume to mhendy@monroetractor.com
or call 802-771-3007.

Corn silage, haylage, 
round bales, 
large square 
bales, small 

square 
bales

Call Randy Quesnel
at 802-349-9566

FEED FOR SALE

Help Wanted ads can be found 
on Pages 9B &10B.

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Att. Farmers

 All real estate advertising 
in this newspaper is subject  
to the Federal Fair Housing 
Act of 1968 as amended which 
makes it illegal to advertise 
“any preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons 
receiving public assistance, 
or an intention to make any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will 
not  knowingly accept any 
advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. 
Our readers are hereby informed 
that all dwellings advertised in 
this newspaper are available 
on an equal opportunity basis.  
To complain of discrimination, 
call HUD Toll-free at 1-800-424-
8590. For the Washington, DC 
area please call HUD at  
426-3500.

For Rent

Att. Farmers

Wanted

Let us help you sift 
through the complexities 
of the Fair Housing Law. 
Stay legal. Stay on the 
right side of the nation’s 
Fair Housing Law. 

Call the Addison 
Independent at (802) 

388-4944. 
Talk to our sales 

professionals.

It’s against the 
law to 

discriminate
when advertising 

housing

Its easier to break the law 
than you might think. You 
can’t say “no children” or 
“adults only.”

There’s a lot you 
can’t say. The Federal 
Government is watching 
for such discrimination.

Ferrisburgh 
Town Treasurer

The Town Treasurer position is responsible 
for the management of all the Town’s financial 
activities including:

• Receipt and investment of funds
• Acts as the Town’s collector of current taxes
• Collection of other funds receivable by the 
Town
• Oversee the Annual Budget process
• Manage the annual audit by the professional 
CPA firm
• Accounts Payable as approved by the 
Ferrisburgh Selectboard
• Human Resources administration
• Support for certain Town Clerk duties

A bachelor’s degree in accounting, public 
administration or a similarly applicable field is 
preferred or at least three years’ experience 
in the areas of municipal, public or private 
accounting including payroll, employee 
benefits, Accounts Payable and Accounts 
Receivable. Experience in grant reporting is 
desired.

This will be a 32-hour-per-week
with benefits position. 

Salary commensurate with experience.
To apply please email or send a cover letter, 

resume and two references to:

Pam Cousino, Town Clerk
Town of Ferrisburgh

3279 US Route 7, Ferrisburgh, VT  05456
802-877-3429

TownClerk@FerrisburghVT.org
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Auctions

Tuesday 12:30pm to 4:30pm

APPOINTMENTS REQUIRED.

802-388-1966
addisoncountyclerk@gmail.com

Addison County Courthouse
The Addison County Clerk
located in Frank Mahady
Courthouse is available

to accept passport applications
and provide  passport photos.

REGULAR HOURS
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday

9am to 1pm

Full Passport Service

WARNING
COUNTY OF ADDISON ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING

Pursuant to 24 V.S.A Section 133(3)(a), the taxpayers of the County of Addison 
are hereby given notice that the annual meeting to discuss the final budget for 
2023-2024 will be held at 9:30 am on Friday, January 20, 2023. The meeting 
will be held in the County Clerk’s office at the Frank Mahady Courthouse in 
Middlebury. More information and extra copies of the budget may be obtained by 
contacting the Addison County Clerk at 802-388-1966 or addisoncountyclerk@
gmail.com.

Patricia Ross, Assistant Judge & Jacqueline D. Street, Assistant Judge
REVENUE 2023 – 2024
County Tax  0.005522 Estimate $287,201.00 
Interest earned $40.00 
Miscellaneous Income $10.00 
Passports $6,500.00 
Wills for Safekeeping $6,500.00 
Total Income $300,251.00 

Expenses Court
Contingency $200.00
Contracted Services $5,320.50 
Dues & membership $1,350.00 
Insurance $2,750.00 
Passport/Budget Advertising $1,700.00 
Office expense $3,500.00 
Court personnel
Benefits $5,525.00 
Salaries $66,080.50 
Audit $0.00
Court Subtotal                                                                       $86,426.00 
Probate Court
Contingency $200.00 
Dues $225.00 
Training & Education $100.00 
Supplies/equipment $100.00 
Probate Court subtotal $625.00

Sheriff’s Building
Bldg & grounds $11,000.00 
Capital Improvements $2,500.00 
Custodial $3,000.00 
Inspections $2,200.00 
Insurance $7,000.00 
Utilities $18,000.00 
Sheriff’s Building Subtotal $43,700.00

Sheriff’s Department
Insurance/Bonds $21,000.00 
Radio $1,000.00 
Office Supplies $500.00 
Telephone $4,000.00 
Training $26,000.00 
Valcour/Spillman $3,000.00 
Personnel
Total benefits $11,000.00 
Total salaries $78,000.00
Subtotal $144,500.00  
Sheriff Capital Reserve $25,000.00
Total Expenses $300,251.00

 

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
REPRESENTATIVE TO THE ADDISON COUNTY 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION (ACEDC) 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The Town of Middlebury Selectboard invites applications for the position of 
Town representative to the Addison County Economic Development Corporation 
Board of Directors for a one-year period, January 1 – December 31, 2023.

The ACEDC Board currently meets monthly on the third Thursday of the 
month at 7:30 a.m.  Board members are also expected to serve on one of its 
subcommittees, which also meets monthly.

Additional information about ACEDC is available on its website, www.
addisoncountyedc.org.

Interested candidates may submit a letter of interest to the Middlebury 
Selectboard, c/o Kathleen Ramsay, Town Manager, 77 Main Street, Middlebury, 
VT 05753, or by email to kramsay@townofmiddlebury.org, by no later than 5 
p.m. on Wednesday, February 1, 2023.

Vermont Electric Power Company
(VELCO) 

366 Pinnacle Ridge Rd. Rutland, 
VT 05701

Attn: Scott Carlson (802) 353-3584 

Agency of Agriculture
Public Health & Ag. Resource Mgmt
116 State St., Montpelier, VT  05602

1-802-828-2431

Department of Public Service
Consumer Affairs & 
Public Information

112 State St., Montpelier, VT  05620
1-800-622-4496

Important Annual Notice Regarding Herbicide Use in the Maintenance 
of Electric Utility Rights-of-Way

The Vermont Public Utility Commission has set forth rules under PUC Rule 3.600 pertaining to the use of herbicides in the 
maintenance of electric utility rights-of-way (ROW).  Each spring, herbicide applications may begin on or after April 1st.  These 
rules afford you important rights and duties.  Vermont electric utilities maintain electric line rights-of-way with several methods, 
including the selective use of herbicides on trees and brush. They also encourage low-growing shrubs and trees which will 
crowd tall-growing species and, thus, minimize the use of herbicides.  Methods of herbicide applications may include stump, 
stem injection, basal, soil, and foliar.  Only electric utility rights-of-way that have tall-growing tree species with the potential of 
threatening the electric utility system are treated.

If you reside on or own property in Vermont within 1000’ of an electric utility right-of-way:
1. Sign up to receive written notification from your local electric utility of plans to apply herbicide on any ROW within 

1000’ of your property or the property where you reside.  Check nearby poles for tags identifying the utility and/or 
pole number, complete the form below and submit it to your local electric utility by mail before February 15th, 2023 
to be added to the notification list.  If determined to be qualified, you will receive notification from the utility at least 
30 days prior to scheduled herbicide application.

2. You are responsible to make your local electric utility aware of the location of any potentially affected water supply, 
and of any other environmentally sensitive area where herbicide application ought to be avoided.

3. Watch and listen for public service announcements in newspapers and radio ads noting upcoming herbicide 
applications.

4. Check with your local electric utility regarding the vegetation management cycle near your particular line.
5. You have the right to request, in writing, that the utility refrain from applying herbicides in the process of clear-

ing the right-of-way, and the utility may offer alternatives such as herbicide stump treatment or herbicide stem 
injections.

6. You have the right to refuse, in writing, the use of herbicides whatsoever at no cost to you if the type of lines in the 
right-of-way are distribution lines, bringing electric service directly to individual customers.

7. You have the right to refuse, in writing, the use of herbicides whatsoever by paying a $30 administration fee if the 
type of lines in the right-of-way are transmission lines or sub-transmission lines, bringing electricity to or between 
substations.

For more details, or to ask additional questions, please contact your local electric utility, or one of the following:

Based on the information above, if you believe you qualify to be notified in advance of pending herbicide applications in the 
rights-of-way, mail the request below to your local electric company before February 15th, 2023.

Resident/Property Owner Request to be Added to Herbicide Treatment Notification Mailing List

Name

Street Address

Town 

State                       Zip Code

Electric Utility Account Number

Home Phone Number

Work Phone Number

O.K. to use work number?                Yes            No

(circle one)

Best time to contact you

Affected Property:    Year-Round Residence    Summer Residence    Commercial Property    Water Supply Organic Farm    
Land    Other

(Circle all that apply)

Line/Pole Identification:

Utility Initials                                                                                        Pole Numbers

Please fill out this request completely to help us determine if you qualify for herbicide treatment notification.

MAIL THIS REQUEST TO YOUR LOCAL ELECTRIC UTILITY AT THE ADDRESS LISTED ABOVE BEFORE 
FEBRUARY 15TH, 2023

   
  

Public 
Notices Index
can be found on Page 6B & 11B.

ADDISON CENTRAL 
SCHOOL DISTRICT
SCHOOL BOARD

OPENING
The Addison Central School 

District seeks a school board member 
from the Town of Cornwall, Vermont. 
The appointed candidate will fill the 
position until the next general election 
scheduled on March 7th, 2023.

Interested candidates should 
submit a letter of interest to Board 
Chair, Victoria Jette, vjette@acsdvt.
org.

STATE OF VERMONT
SUPERIOR COURT

ADDISON UNIT 
PROBATE DIVISION

DOCKET NO.: 22-PR-7052
IN RE ESTATE OF:

JAMES GALENKAMP
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

To the Creditors of James 
Galenkamp, late of Middlebury, 
Vermont. I have been appointed to 
administer this estate. All creditors 
having claims against the decedent, 
or the estate must present their 
claims in writing within (4) months of 
the first publication of this notice. The 
claim must be presented to me at the 
address listed below with a copy sent 
to the court. The claim may be barred 
forever if it is not presented within the 
four (4) month period.
Dated: 01/04/2023

Executor/Administrator:
Judith McDonald

Mailing Address: 1207 Halladay 
Road, Middlebury, VT 05753

Phone Number: 802-598-6387
Email: jmcdonald00@gmail.com
Publication: Addison Independent
Publication Date: 1/12/23
Address of Probate Court:
Addison Unit, Probate Court
7 Mahady Court
Middlebury, VT 05753

Act 250 (1)

Addison (1)

Addison Central School District (1)

Addison County Courthouse (2)

Bristol (1)

Lincoln (1)

Middlebury (2)

Orwell (1)

State of Vermont (1)

Vermont Electric Power Company (1)

TOWN OF BRISTOL
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Bristol Development Review Board will hold the following hearings on 
February 14, 2023 beginning at 7:00 P.M. The hearings will be held in person at 
the Town Office, located at 1 South Street.  The hearings will also be available 
via Zoom and login information is below.

Permit #22-402: Peter J. Cousino located at 480 Burpee Road (Parcel 
#060160.3) is requesting Final Plat  review for a 2-lot subdivision per Bristol 
Unified Development Regulations Article IX, Section 930

Copies of the complete zoning applications are available for review at the 
Bristol Town Office during regular business hours.

Remote Access: Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/ • Meeting ID: 857 8676 1083 • Passcode: 805823

Phone In: 1-646-558-8656 • Meeting ID: 857 8676 1083 • Passcode: 805823
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85786761083?pwd=RFlWSGFwamJIRG5KOEpCal

NITDczdz09

  COST
BEEF LBS. /LB $
Veldman 1910 .90 $1719.00
Deer Valley 1905 .90 $1714.50
Blue Spruce 1775 .85 $1508.75
Ethan Allen 1585 .88 $1394.80
Macglafin Farm 1575 .85 $1338.75
Sunderland 1660 .80 $1328.00
     
  COST 
CALVES LBS. /LB $
Barnes Black & White 114 2.80 $319.20
Conants Riverside 102 3.10 $316.20
Putnam Farm 100 3.10 $310.00
Goodrich Farm 93 2.30 $213.90
Allen Brisson 82 2.40 $196.80

MARKET REPORT
ADDISON COUNTY

COMMISSION SALES
RT. 125 • EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT

Sales for 1/5/23 & 1/9/23

We value our faithful customers.
Sales at 3 pm - Mon. & Thurs.

call 1-802-388-2661

The Middlebury Selectboard will hold a Public Hearing at 8:00 PM on Tuesday, 
January 24, 2023 in the Large Conference Room of the Middlebury Town Offices, 
77 Main Street, Middlebury, Vermont 05753, and via Zoom videoconferencing 
(instructions below) to take public testimony on a proposed amendment to the 
Town’s Ordinance for the Regulation of Noise as follows (language to be added is 
underlined, and deleted language has a strikethrough).

Town of Middlebury
An Ordinance for the Regulation of Noise

Pursuant to the authority of Section 104 (B) and Section 104 (J) of the 
Middlebury Town Charter and such other state laws as are applicable do hereby 
enact the following ordinance:

ARTICLE I - PURPOSE
In order to protect the comfort, quiet, repose, health, peace, or safety of others 
within the immediate vicinity of the noise or disturbance, the Board of Selectmen of 
the Town of Middlebury adopt an ordinance to prohibit and/or appropriately regulate 
a person or persons from making or continuing any excessive, unnecessary, or 
unreasonably loud noise or disturbance.

ARTICLE II - REGULATION
SECTION 200 - Prohibitions Generally
No person or persons shall make or continue, or cause to be made or continued, 
any excessive, unnecessary, or unreasonably loud noise or disturbance which 
disturbs, destroys, or endangers the comfort, quiet, repose, health, peace or 
safety of others within the immediate vicinity of the noise or disturbance. Although 
intended as examples only, and not exclusive of other acts constituting a violation 
of this Article, the commission of one or more of the following acts, if done in such 
a manner, shall be deemed a violation of this Article:

a. Electronic sound producing devices. The playing or use of an electronic 
sound producing device in such manner or with such volume at unreasonable 
hours. For the purposes of this subsection, the term “electronic sound-producing 
devices” shall include any radio, phonograph, stereo, television set, amplified 
musical instrument, loud speaker, tape, cassette or compact disc recorder or 
any other similar device.  On Sunday through Thursday, the hours between 
10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. shall be deemed unreasonable whenever any person 
shall make complaint of the disturbance during such hours. On Friday, Saturday 
and special holidays (New Years Eve and Fourth of July) the hours between 
1:00 a.m. and 7:00 a.m. shall be deemed unreasonable whenever any person 
shall make complaint of the disturbance during such hours. The complaint of the 
disturbance, if or when confirmed by a Town Police Officer, shall also be deemed 
a violation as well.

b. Vocal Disturbances. Yelling, shouting, whistling, singing, or making any 
other loud vocal disturbance which are deemed to be objectionable because of 
volume, frequency or beat and is not muffled or otherwise controlled.

c. Devices to attract attention. The use of any drum, musical instrument, 
loud speaker, amplifier, or other instrument or device for the purpose of 
attracting attention. This section shall not be construed to prohibit the playing 
of musical instruments by persons practicing or performing in a school or town 
band, orchestra or participating in or practicing for an authorized parade or 
assembly in a public place.

a. Dogs, cats and other animals. The keeping of any dog, cat or other 
animal which shall become a nuisance to another person in the vicinity 
where such dog, cat or other animal is kept, by frequent or continued 
barking, howling, yelping or screaming. Customary agricultural activities are 
exempt from this Ordinance.

SECTION 201 - Quiet Hours
a. No person or persons shall make or continue, or cause to be made or 
continued, noise as defined in Section 200 of this ordinance between 10:00 p.m. 
and 7:00 a.m.  Sunday through Thursday. Such noise shall be deemed prima facie 
unreasonable upon complaint of a third party. 
b. No person or persons shall make or continue, or cause to be made or continued, 
noise as defined in Section 200 of this ordinance between 11:00 p.m. and 7:00 
a.m.  Friday, Saturday and special holidays (New Years Eve and Fourth of July). 
Such noise shall be deemed prima facie unreasonable upon complaint of a third 
party. 
SECTION 202  - Commercial Activities 
a. Construction noises.  The excavation, erection, demolition, alteration, or 
repair of any buildings, structure, property or street shall not take place between 

the hours of 9:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., except for necessary emergency repairs 
to protect property of persons when such activity utilizes motorized or powered 
tools or equipment.
b. Trash removal. The removal of household and commercial trash by authorized 
commercial trash haulers utilizing mechanized conveyances from all residentially 
zoned areas shall not take place between the hours of 9:00 p.m. and 6:30 a.m.

ARTICLE III - EXEMPTIONS
a. Emergency vehicles operated by fire, police or rescue agencies and public 
works or public utility vehicles when used during snow operation or emergency 
repairs to service are exempt from the provisions of this Ordinance.
b.  Any activities permitted under Public Assemblages or other licenses, Street 
Vending, Peddling, Soliciting, and other commercial activities on public property 
shall also be exempt henceforth.

ARTICLE IV - ACTS NOT SPECIFICALLY PROHIBITED
The commission of any act not specifically prohibited by any other section or 
subsection of this chapter shall be deemed a violation of this chapter if it is 
determined that such act will make or continue any excessive, unnecessary, 
or unreasonably loud noise or disturbance, or any noise or disturbance which 
disturbs, destroys or endangers the comfort, quiet, repose, health, peace, or 
safety of others within the immediate vicinity of the noise or disturbance.

ARTICLE V IV- AUTHORITY
No owner or occupier of premises, or any person who has been given lawful 
permission to use or control any premises, shall knowingly permit a violation of 
this Ordinance by another person on such premises.

ARTICLE VI V - PENALTY
Section 501 - Civil Violation.
A violation of this ordinance shall be a civil matter which shall be enforceable by the 
town pursuant to Title 24 V.S.A. §1974a and any other applicable provision of law.
Section 502 - Penalty
A person who violates any provision of these regulations shall be fined not more 
than eight-hundred dollars ($800) for each offense, with a waiver fine of two-
hundred dollars ($200). Each violation shall constitute a separate offense. 

ARTICLE VII VI- INTERPRETATION AND SEPARABILITY
Section 600 - Conflict with Other Standards
In their interpretation and application, the provisions of this Ordinance shall 
be held to be minimum requirements, adopted for the promotion of the public 
health, safety, and the general welfare. Whenever the requirements of this 
Ordinance are at variance with the requirements of any other lawfully adopted 
rule, regulation or ordinance the most restrictive or that imposing the higher 
standard shall govern.
Section 601 - Severability
Should any court of competent jurisdiction determine any provision of the 
Ordinance to be invalid, such judgment shall not affect the validity of the Ordinance 
as a whole or any part other than the part so declared to be invalid.
Section 602 - Effective Date
This Ordinance, or amendments thereto, shall become effective 40 days after 
adoption consistent with Section 107 A-D of the Town Charter.
Adopted March 9, 1993, Effective April 18, 1993
Amended: 13 April 2021, Effective 23 May 2021
Amended:

To view and participate in the Public Hearing:
Zoom URL: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81266462187
By phone:  +1 646 558 8656 (not toll free)

Webinar ID: 
812 6646 2187

For those wishing to watch but not participate:
Selectboard Meetings are livestreamed to MCTV’s YouTube channel:

https://www.youtube.com/user/MCTVVermont 
and also broadcast live on Comcast Channel 1071.

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY SELECTBOARD
PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED AMENDMENT

TO THE TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY’S ORDINANCE FOR THE REGULATION OF NOISE

DON’T MISS OUT!
www.addisonindependent.com
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Amy Masefield, nominated by Henry 
Amy is the best! She is always going above and beyond to help students at 
Middlebury Union High School. Amy is the backbone of our community because 
she consistently puts other people’s needs before her own. She is the single most 
patient teacher I’ve known across all three schools I’ve worked in. She would 
never expect this recognition which makes her all the more deserving. I can’t 
stop smiling while thinking about all she does for our community.

Wylie Cate, nominated by Pearl Riney
Wylie volunteered to drive the eggs donated by maple meadows to HOPE each 
week- a big important job!

Tracey Orvis, nominated by Emily Landenberger
Tracey is one of the most selfless, caring, compassionate humans I’ve had 
the pleasure of knowing. She takes personal responsibility for the wellbeing 
of her entire community. She works full-time as the Manager of the Wellness 
Department at the Middlebury Co-op, helping community members meet their 
wellness needs, she has served her Starksboro community for at least three 
decades as a volunteer EMT and first responder, she volunteers her time to teach 
and train future EMTs, she’s a certified Death Doula and licensed green burial 
provider who helps people cope with end-of-life care and eco-friendly burial 
services, she has been taking online classes through CCV for the last year or 
so in the allied health field (doing all her coursework at night after full shifts at 
work) and is currently applying to nursing school, all while juggling the regular 
responsibilities of motherhood and family life with her family of four. And I’m 
probably not even covering it all. She’s the person you go to when you need a 
sympathetic ear, she’s the person I want beside me in a crisis, she’s an amazing 
listener and a compassionate friend. And I really just can’t overstate her capacity 
to care for those around her and her passion for doing so. And of course, she’s 
the first to deflect praise when anyone tries to recognize the many ways that she 
dedicates herself in service to others because of her deep humility. She is not a 
woman of great financial means, but she’d give her last dime to someone in need. 
I feel incredibly lucky to call her a friend and would love to see her recognized 
for all that she gives to this community. She’s a treasure. 

Kristen Carra, nominated anonymously 
Kristen is extremely generous with her time, whether it’s helping with the 
Middlebury Skate Park Project, volunteering at the library, or just being a great 
and caring friend. Kristen is always there to lend a helping hand loves the 
community she has helped build.

Adrienne MacIntyre, nominated by Kelly Murphy
Adrienne goes above and beyond for our kids at Mary Hogan and Mums. Not 
only is she a regular much needed substitute, but she’s involved in both Mesa and 
Friends of Mums. She’s always the first one to volunteer her time and expertise. 
She’s wonderful person!

Mary Dragon, nominated by Heather Blair
Mary is an employee at the Middlebury College kitchen, on top of always having 
a smiling face and cheerful attitude while working full time. It extends to our 
entire community. She is the first person to offer to help someone in need, she is 
such a great friend,  neighbor and community member. She would see someone 
on the side of the road, and definitely stop to make sure they are ok. If someone 

was walking without a jacket or umbrella and if she had an extra she would stop 
and give it to them. She knows the true meaning of “caring for your neighbor” 
she will call to check in on people,  send  get well cards, sympathy cards, or 
congratulations  what ever is in order. She is compassionate and caring. She 
makes food for people in need and is a true example of a vermonter! You would 
be blessed to know this woman! 

Jane Steele, nominated by Susan Polk 
Jane runs the Charter House kitchen - as a volunteer.  She is tireless and selfless 
in her care for all who need CH services and meals.  She’s a true community 
hero. 

Jon Ashley, nominated by Tina Wright
Jon aka Coach has volunteered several years to the youth in the Middlebury 
area as a wrestling coach. He is however so much more to all of these kids. A 
mentor, a father figure and just an overall great human being. Traveling in some 
of the worst weather giving up his evenings, weekends throughout the winter. 
He also goes above and beyond and travels outside of our area with these kids to 
experience the overall comrade team approach of wrestling. He’s taken kids to 
watch wrestling at the higher levels and has even traveled to Atlantic City with 
a crew. The MAWA wrestling club has grown in participation, interest and the 
dedication from Coach and others is shining with state championship and New 
England contenders. We also want to shout out to his wife Janelle as she’s often 
left to run their sheep farm alone and raise their newest family member. Both of 
the Ashley’s have also been incredible foster parents to so many youth over the 
years. 

Chris Anderson, nominated by Angela Cobrin Landis
Chris Anderson is a Middlebury neighbor who does it all. He is the kind of leader 
and mentor who thinks deeply about the goals and challenges in front of him. 
Chris is an excellent listener and always allows those around him to shine. Chris 
volunteers on the MALT board, coordinates the Town of Weybridge Recycling 
program, coaches the MUHS cross country team (with an ‘all are welcome 
philosophy’) & he’s the MUHS assistant track coach. If the volunteering isn’t 
enough, Chris is also employed by Monument Farms Dairy as the Business 
Manager. And when Chris isn’t volunteering, coaching, or working you’re likely 
to see him running along the Middlebury and Weybridge roads training for his 
next race. Chris Anderson exemplifies the ideal of community service.

Ethan Murphy, nominated by Melissa Kin
Ethan has put in 100’s of hours to start and organize the Middlebury Skate park 
Project. In addition to this enormous volunteer venture and a full time job at 
Middlebury College, he always steps up to coach and volunteer for his kids 
sports and activities.

Lyn DeGraff, nominated by Tiffany Stowe
Lyn is an unsung hero of the Middlebury community. She serves or has served 
in just about every capacity one could imagine. Her contributions that I am 
aware of include her service on the Board of the Henry Sheldon Museum and 
HOPE. Lyn volunteers at the Town Hall Theatre and Ilsley Library. For many, 
many years she led the local Girl Scout Troop, including planning and executing 
a week-long summer camp at Lake Dunmore. Lyn is also a deacon at the 
Congregational Church of Middlebury. Amazingly, she does even more! Lyn is 

Nominate a Neighbor! 
We asked you to recognize people in our community who are making a difference and it’s clear that there is no shortage 
of people to recognize here! Thank you for participating and a VERY BIG THANK YOU to all of our friends and neighbors 

who go the extra mile for our community. Happy New Year from the Better Middlebury Partnership! 

Publication of this contest made 
possible with support from

Amy Masefield, nominated by Henry 
Amy is the best! She is always going above and beyond to 
help students at Middlebury Union High School. Amy is the 
backbone of our community because she consistently puts other 
people’s needs before her own. She is the single most patient 
teacher I’ve known across all three schools I’ve worked in. She 
would never expect this recognition which makes her all the 
more deserving. I can’t stop smiling while thinking about all she 
does for our community.

Wylie Cate, nominated by Pearl Riney
Wylie volunteered to drive the eggs donated by maple meadows 
to HOPE each week — a big important job!

Tracey Orvis, nominated by Emily Landenberger
Tracey is one of the most selfless, caring, compassionate 
humans I’ve had the pleasure of knowing. She takes personal 
responsibility for the wellbeing of her entire community. She 
works full-time as the Manager of the Wellness Department 
at the Middlebury Co-op, helping community members meet 
their wellness needs, she has served her Starksboro community 
for at least three decades as a volunteer EMT and first 
responder, she volunteers her time to teach and train future 
EMTs, she’s a certified Death Doula and licensed green burial 
provider who helps people cope with end-of-life care and eco-
friendly burial services, she has been taking online classes 
through CCV for the last year or so in the allied health field 
(doing all her coursework at night after full shifts at work) and 
is currently applying to nursing school, all while juggling the 
regular responsibilities of motherhood and family life with 
her family of four. And I’m probably not even covering it all. 
She’s the person you go to when you need a sympathetic ear, 
she’s the person I want beside me in a crisis, she’s an amazing 
listener and a compassionate friend. And I really just can’t 
overstate her capacity to care for those around her and her 
passion for doing so. And of course, she’s the first to deflect 
praise when anyone tries to recognize the many ways that 
she dedicates herself in service to others because of her deep 
humility. She is not a woman of great financial means, but 
she’d give her last dime to someone in need. I feel incredibly 
lucky to call her a friend and would love to see her recognized 
for all that she gives to this community. She’s a treasure. 

Kristen Carra, nominated anonymously 
Kristen is extremely generous with her time, whether it’s 
helping with the Middlebury Skate Park Project, volunteering 
at the library, or just being a great and caring friend. Kristen is 
always there to lend a helping hand loves the community she 
has helped build.

Adrienne MacIntyre, nominated by Kelly Murphy
Adrienne goes above and beyond for our kids at Mary Hogan 
and Mums. Not only is she a regular much needed substitute, 
but she’s involved in both Mesa and Friends of Mums. She’s 
always the first one to volunteer her time and expertise. She’s 
wonderful person!

Mary Dragon, nominated by Heather Blair
Mary is an employee at the Middlebury College kitchen, on 
top of always having a smiling face and cheerful attitude 
while working full time. It extends to our entire community. 
She is the first person to offer to help someone in need, she 
is such a great friend, neighbor and community member. She 
would see someone on the side of the road, and definitely stop 
to make sure they are ok. If someone was walking without a 
jacket or umbrella and if she had an extra she would stop and 
give it to them. She knows the true meaning of “caring for 
your neighbor” she will call to check in on people, send get 
well cards, sympathy cards, or congratulations what ever is 
in order. She is compassionate and caring. She makes food 
for people in need and is a true example of a vermonter! You 
would be blessed to know this woman! 

Jane Steele, nominated by Susan Polk 
Jane runs the Charter House kitchen — as a volunteer. She is 
tireless and selfless in her care for all who need CH services and 
meals. She’s a true community hero. 

Jon Ashley, nominated by Tina Wright
Jon aka Coach has volunteered several years to the youth in 
the Middlebury area as a wrestling coach. He is however so 
much more to all of these kids. A mentor, a father figure and 
just an overall great human being. Traveling in some of the 
worst weather giving up his evenings, weekends throughout the 
winter. He also goes above and beyond and travels outside of 
our area with these kids to experience the overall comrade team 
approach of wrestling. He’s taken kids to watch wrestling at the 
higher levels and has even traveled to Atlantic City with a crew. 
The MAWA wrestling club has grown in participation, interest 
and the dedication from Coach and others is shining with state 
championship and New England contenders. We also want to 
shout out to his wife Janelle as she’s often left to run their sheep 
farm alone and raise their newest family member. Both of the 
Ashley’s have also been incredible foster parents to so many 
youth over the years. 

Chris Anderson, nominated by Angela Cobrin Landis
Chris Anderson is a Middlebury neighbor who does it all. He 
is the kind of leader and mentor who thinks deeply about the 
goals and challenges in front of him. Chris is an excellent 
listener and always allows those around him to shine. Chris 
volunteers on the MALT board, coordinates the Town of 
Weybridge Recycling program, coaches the MUHS cross 
country team (with an ‘all are welcome philosophy’) & he’s 
the MUHS assistant track coach. If the volunteering isn’t 
enough, Chris is also employed by Monument Farms Dairy 
as the Business Manager. And when Chris isn’t volunteering, 
coaching, or working you’re likely to see him running along 
the Middlebury and Weybridge roads training for his next race. 
Chris Anderson exemplifies the ideal of community service.

Ethan Murphy, nominated by Melissa Kin
Ethan has put in 100’s of hours to start and organize the 
Middlebury Skate park Project. In addition to this enormous 
volunteer venture and a full time job at Middlebury College, he 
always steps up to coach and volunteer for his kids sports and 
activities.

Lyn DeGraff, nominated by Tiffany Stowe
Lyn is an unsung hero of the Middlebury community. She 
serves or has served in just about every capacity one could 
imagine. Her contributions that I am aware of include her 
service on the Board of the Henry Sheldon Museum and HOPE. 
Lyn volunteers at the Town Hall Theatre and Ilsley Library. For 
many, many years she led the local Girl Scout Troop, including 
planning and executing a week-long summer camp at Lake 
Dunmore. Lyn is also a deacon at the Congregational Church of 

Middlebury. Amazingly, she does even more! Lyn is 

a host parent for international students at Middlebury College 
and a mentor with the College’s new Compass program. In 
addition to all of these formal roles, Lyn is the first person 
to raise her hand when someone needs help, be it a family 
member, friend, colleague, or non-profit organization. Lyn 
faithfully gives of her time, talents, and treasures each and 
every week. I know that she volunteers in other roles that I 
am not aware of. She is always present, always cheering for 
the many good causes out there, and always giving of herself 
for the benefit of our community. I can’t think of anyone who 
deserves this recognition more than Lyn DeGraff. Thank you 
for the opportunity to nominate her and to recognize how much 
she gives.

Lyn DeGraff, nominated by Laurie Celik
Lyn goes above and beyond every day of her life for others! 
She is the most giving individual with her time of anyone I 
have ever met. She works hard, cares and is always there to 
support whoever needs a hand. She cares about Middlebury and 
is involved in everything! She takes pride in all she does and it 
shows. 

Tony Rifelj, nominated by Betsy Killorin
Tony dutifully does the weekly winding and maintaining the 
town clock atop the Congregational Church tower. Every week to 
keep the town on time! He is also a treasurer of the Battell Trust 
overseeing Chipman Hill, Battell Woods, and Means Woods. He 
also volunteers to build sets and constructing/design for all the 
Town Hall Theater and groups that perform there (Middlebury 
Community Players (MCP) Opera Company of Middlebury 
(OCM), etc. He deserves this!

Tiffany Stowe, nominated by Laurie Celik
Tiffany’s heart is pure gold; she cares about everyone in her 
life and for her town. She is a volunteer on many fronts and 
participates in community activities as much as she is able. She 
is respectful and friendly — always ready to lend a helping 
hand. Tiffany’s spirit is a true representation of what being a 
member of a community should be. 

Lyn DeGraff, nominated by Beth Crum
Lyn volunteers for countless Addison County organizations, 
including the Town Hall Theater, the Middlebury 
Congregational Church, the Girl Scouts, the Middlebury 
Community Players, to name just a few. She also uses her 
talents to do countless jobs designing programs as a volunteer 
with her graphic designer skills. She also works tirelessly in her 
‘day job’ for the Alumni Office at Middlebury College, yet goes 
far above the normal work-week by hosting zooms for post 50th 
Reunion alumni so the can socialize virtually together on her 
zoom. She’s been a host family for many students throughout 
decades here.

Adrienne MacIntyre, nominated by Kate O’Dell 
Adrienne is and has always given so much of herself to her 
community. In addition to tireless work for MESA, Very Merry 
Middlebury and boards like Mary Johnson Children’s Center, 
she is also and incredible resource for Mary Hogan, subbing etc. 
I would love to see her recognized!

Molly Kerr, nominated by Denise, Dee & DeeDee Bertholf
Molly has been a huge part of creating Shoreham’s Rec 
Department. Our kids had soccer/cheerleading this past fall. 
They are offering basketball and language studies this winter. 
Tball will be this spring. She has given our town and children 
an outlet in Shoreham that is invaluable. She is a ball energy 
and the heart that Shoreham needs! Please recognize her for her 
spirit and joy she brings to our community! 

Jenn Russell, nominated by Karyn Wells
I would like to nominate Jenn Russell of New Haven. She 
has given countless hours and financial resources to the Mt. 
Abe-Vergennes collaborative football program this year (and 
in years past). She has gone above and beyond to make sure 
these young men have had an extremely parent-supported 
season. She has planned countless team dinners, helped run 
the snack shack, made sure they were fed after away games, 
washed and rewashed dirty uniforms week after week, hosted 
team breakfasts, and helped organize a very successful senior 
game. Sometimes the “moms” go unnoticed for their efforts to 
make sure their kids have an amazing high school or sporting 
experience. This mom has gone above and beyond not only for 
her son but for all the other kids on the team who I bet would 
say this was one of their most favorite football seasons. I would 
love for Jenn to be considered for all she has done for MAV 
football. 

Jenn and Josh Quinn, nominated by Amber Power 
These two individuals have always stepped up and helped and 
coached so many kiddos with basketball. They have the best 
attitude, give great feedback and are just outstanding people. 
They take very kid they coach and treat them as their own, and 
they want the best for them. They are so calm and collective and 
have a great relationship with every athlete they coach. I love 
how they treat them as a team, yet help them on the individual 
needs. Incredible people. 

Rebecca Kerr, nominated by Denise, Dee & DeeDee Bertholf
Rebecca has been running our ARK after school program that 
has been a life saver to parents in our community of Shoreham 
plus her center in Whiting. Above and beyond this she has 
been working to get our Rec Department up and running to 
give our kids the ability to participate in sports locally. She has 
been a staple and the heart of our community! She needs to be 
recognized for her continuing effort and drive that she shows 
everyday!

Amey Ryan, nominated by Dani Archambeault 
Amey is kind, helpful & promotes others. She is the definition 
of what community means. 

Jennifer Kennett, nominated anonymously 
Jenn is a fantastic human being. A human dynamo. From her 
work with teens at the LNA program at Hannaford Career 
Center, Vt Food Collaborative with farmers or her Tailfeather 
Farm supporting children in Agriculture. She is always doing 
something positive for the community. She has a lovely upbeat 
personality and is always willing to help a neighbor in need. 
She is always the last person on her list. A gift card and a hearty 
thank you girl would mean so much to her. She never asks 
for anything and is often paid with just a hug or a smile from 
someone in need. Please consider her for this award.

Dorothy Douglas, nominated anonymously
Year round green up on Quarry Road, helps on blood drives, helps 
events at the Congregational Church, helps on voting day, etc. 

Karen LaFlamme, nominated anonymously
Karen has been a cherished community member since her and 
her family moved here in 2008. Karen has been an employee 
of Middlebury College since then and anyone in the college 
could tell you who she is. She is dedicated, selfless, and caring. 
She takes care of the kids and students of Middlebury College 
and always has other’s best interest at heart. She raised six kids 
while a single mother working full time. She is the definition 
of a superhero. Karen was involved with Better Middlebury 
Partnership, dinners with love, the chili fest, a Very Merry 
Middlebury, and so much more. You will always find her at 
community events and chances are, you’ll see her helping others 
while she’s there. Karen was at 51 Main up until they closed, 
and I think I speak for everyone when I say that we miss her 
presence just as much as 51 Main itself. Karen has a true servant 
heart and her love and dedication for others is something I have 
been inspired by since her family moved here. Every single 
person who knows her will tell you about how lucky they are 
to have crossed paths with her. If you haven’t had the privilege 
of knowing her, I encourage you to seek her out. She is a 
pillar of Middlebury College and especially the community of 
Middlebury as a whole. We love you, Karen!

Kathy Clarke, nominated by Catherine S. Manegold
Kathy Clarke has spent her life working to make the Middlebury 
Studio School a vibrant creative space for people across all ages 
and socio-economic groups in the Middlebury area and beyond. 
Her playfulness, 

dedication to craft, joyous support of all students, and 
underlying expertise have made the school a warm and creative 
home for Vermonters first at Frog Hollow and more recently on 
the expanded studio space on Route 7. 

Kathy awakens a creative spark in kids as young as six and as 
old as ninety-two. She has nurtured dozens of studio assistants 
(I am one!) over the years and taught them everything from 
studio maintenance to operating the MSS gas kiln (Oscar) 
that fires to temps of 2300º F. She is a passionate supporter of 
artists of all types, and, though endlessly creative herself, she 
pours most of her energies into others. Anyone who has seen 
the Empty Bowl fundraiser at the Middlebury Co-op knows of 
her dedication. Year after year she has organized local potters 
to help in that endeavor and then done much of the unromantic 
behind-the-scenes work that makes it all come together.. I am 
happy to say more about her, but suffice it to say that Kathy 
is an unrecognized hero in our midst and I hope you will 
give some serious thought to acknowledging the very many 
contributions she has made, and continues to make, to our 
community’s life and spirit.

Tim O’Toole, nominated anonymously 
Tim is apart of ELP (extending learning program) he is one of 
the adults at the Beeman Elementary school that takes care of 
the kids after hours. He just has such a special way with kids. I 
love how positive he is and how he makes my children feel so 
comfortable. He encourages them to express themselves and 
participates in all the fun right alongside them. He is away from 
his own family to help our community with theirs. We are so 
lucky to have such an impactful role model and he deserves to 
be recognized 

Wilder Harding, nominated by Megan Hendee
Wilder is a coach for the MAHA Jam Mites. He not only 
coaches the minors team, but he also holds goalie practices 
for all interested goalies and team goalies. He often stays 
at the rink for extra practice for other teams. Not only is he 
dedicated to helping local kids find their love for a sport that is 
physically and mentally demanding he is kind and patient while 
doing so. Wilder finds a word of encouragement for each one 
of his players. He helps tie skates in the locker room, adjusts 
monstrous sized goalie pads, and offers advice all while keeping 
his own son and his gear in order. If anyone has every packed 
or unpacked a hockey bag you will know that is no small feat! 
Wilder connects with young athletes and their parents and 
deserves to be recognized for his unwavering commitment to 
our community. 

Jen Nuceder, nominated by Lisa Phelps
She volunteers in every event for our kids in our community.

Tim O’Toole, nominated by Bethany Scott 
Tim is the after school teacher for BEEMAN elementary. He 
is so much fun and all the kids LOVE and ADORE him! He 
really makes the school year better with his humor and love for 
the children. He deserves to be recognized and thanked for his 
amazing work in the school system. Thank you Tim!!

Tim and Annette Franklin, nominated by Cristi Franklin, 
Elliot and two individuals who submitted anonymously
Tim and Annette have gone above and beyond to help the 
international students at Middlebury College feel welcomed and 
a part of the Middlebury community. 

I would like to recognize Annette for all that she does in the 
Middlebury community. She is heavily involved in creating 
a home-away-from-home for many international Middlebury 
College students which make our community a much more 
welcoming area for these students. Annette has volunteered 
at Middlebury Union Middle School and Middlebury Union 
High School for years and continues to be involved in plays 
and concerts even after her children have graduated. I think that 
Annette should receive this award to get the recognition she 
deserves for all that she has done in our community. 

Tim and Annette are incredibly loving and giving neighbors. 
They work so hard to create a community for international 
students at Middlebury college to feel connected and have a 
place to call home while they are in Vermont. Their house is 
always buzzing with visitors. 

Annette opens her home, heart, and dinner table to so many 
people looking for a home and family in our community, 
particularly those without one. Whether it be migrant workers, 
international college students, or those in the Addison County 
community that just need to feel loved, she always makes space.

Bethany Morrissey, nominated anonymously 
Mrs. Morrissey has been such a terrific addition to MUMS! 
With all the challenges that the middle school has faced, 
Bethany has served as a breath of fresh air. She has met her 
students everyday with kindness, enthusiasm and appreciation. 
Her energy, passion and love of kids has come shining through 
these last few months. She believes in our children and brings 
out the best in them. I’m grateful for how she has helped my 
own daughter transition from elementary school to middle 
school. Beyond her contributions to MUMS, she has devoted 
an enormous amount of time to the High School Volleyball 

team. We are lucky to have her at MUMS and in the greater 
community. 

Chris Altemose, nominated anonymously 
He is coaching two varsity basketball teams and finding time 
to volunteer with the youth programs too. As a PE teacher he 
is committed to helping teens make healthy choices and habits 
for life!

Cheryl O’Dell, nominated by Whitney Prouty
Cheryl (and her boys) go above and beyond supporting and 
volunteering in the Middlebury community. There isn’t one 
person who doesn’t know them and had a positive experience.

Dustin Hunt, nominated by Whitney Prouty
An individual you will see at every sporting event for any age/level 
whether he’s watching or refereeing. Dustin makes so many dreams 
comes true for our young adults at Middlebury Parks & Rec!

Tammi Swan, nominated by Whitney Prouty 
You see Tam supporting athletes at every sporting event whether 
her kids are playing or not. For our family, she’s been a positive 
influence and we have appreciated her words of encouragement!

Theresa Hinman, nominated anonymously 
Does a lot for the Middlebury community through the post at 
the legion. From Halloween drive through, Christmas bingo, and 
much more so as to give and support the community. 

Jim Gish, nominated by Alice White
He did a fabulous job of keeping everyone informed during 
the rail project, encouraging people to come to town to see the 
progress and shop. Now I see that he is involved in the Ilsley 
Library project. 

Rosie Lovshin, nominated by Su White
Rosie has offered her time and expertise to Quarry Hill School 
this fall — as a volunteer and support person. We are deeply 
grateful for her generosity and kindness to the children and 
teachers.

David Pistilli, nominated by Corinna Noelke
David, has been representing our neighborhood at the town for 
years now, going to Selectboard meetings, Town Construction 
Committee meetings (there is a real name for these meetings 
that escape me right now), has kept our neighborhood informed 
and involved. He also got us all to work towards more energy 
efficiency and gives us good cheer when he waves at us while 
biking by - preferably with a gallon of Monument Farm milk 
in the back, freshly picked up right from the farm. Truly a good 
neighbor who cheers us up, helps out when needed and gives 
back to the community.

Maria Benoit, nominated by Hannah Manley 
Maria has been working for the Addison County Chamber 
of Commerce for 12 years. She has been a stable force at an 
organization of utmost importance to our region. When my 
family and I moved here 9 years ago, she was the friendliest, 
warmest person I encountered. In addition to excelling at a 
demanding job, Maria is raising two outstanding boys, serving 
on the Vergennes Community Group (parent/teacher group for 
Vergennes Elementary), and helping a single mother raise her 
daughters. I think the world of Maria and would love to see her 
recognized!

Amey Ryan, nominated by Liza Sacheli 
Amey is an amazing supporter of so many local initiatives-- but I 
just have to share this particular little story: We came to see Santa 
at THT. Santa and Mrs. Claus recognized my daughter Anna and 
called her by name as she approached (instant magic!) Then her 
BFF arrived, but was too scared to see Santa. We decided to help 
her by going together... the girls held hands and successfully 
visited with the big guy! Here’s the really magical part: several 
days later, we get a little note addressed to Anna in the mail. It’s 
handwritten on a note card with a pink heart and purple ink-- it 
compliments Anna on her kindness to help her friend. Signed, 
Mrs. Claus! Such a sweet gesture, with so much Christmas spirit. 
Amey makes our community better in big and small ways every 
day.

Eric Mortensen, nominated by Liza Sacheli 
Eric Mortensen, or “Mort,” we all call him, is the intrepid leader 
of our adult hockey community, and has been organizing our 
groups for decades. He carefully assembles our groups with 
care to make sure everyone enjoys competition, but just as 
importantly, fun and camaraderie. He shares that he’s looking 
for skaters with character both on and off the ice! The result is a 
wonderful, cohesive group that has become like family. He also 
organizes an annual Thanksgiving morning session that includes 
many family members who join in the fun. And he makes 
sure we give back to the rink, purchasing a banner annually. 
As a group, we honored Mort by raising enough money for 
the Memorial Sports Center’s renovation campaign to name a 
locker room after him! In the past few years, he finally decided 
it was time to hang up his skates. (This was after playing on two 
new knees, and well past his 80th birthday!) But he still shows 
up on Thursday mornings at 7am when we skate, ready to watch 
from the bench, razz us, and tell jokes. Seeing him is a highlight 
of the day! He’s a mensch. Mort also serves our community as 
a musician, playing solo and with his “Shader Croft Band” for 
elderly service organizations. He’s a retired elementary school 
teacher with a heart of gold.

We randomly did a drawing of all of the names submitted 
to us and chose five people who each will receive a $100 gift 
card to the local business of their choice as a gift from the 
Better Middlebury Partnership. 
Thanks to all for being a light in our community and 
congratulations to: 
Bethany Morrissey
Eric Mortensen
Tim and Annette Franklin
Dorothy Douglas
Jane Steele
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Magician Alyx Hilshey will perform her show “Alyx Magic” at the Vergennes Opera House at the end of the month with a special matinee performance designed especially for 
families. Shake off  the mid-winter slump and bring back the magic with Alyx.  PHOTO / JENNIFER GERSON VISUALS

ometime between Winter Solstice and 
Valentine’s Day, the winter doldrums 
set in for most of us. It’s dark. It’s cold. 
It’s raining (WTF, it’s winter in Vermont). 
Yeah, the magic of the holiday season 
is, well, gone.

What do you do to get the magic 
back? Go see a 
magician, of course!

Lucky for us, an 
afternoon magic 

show is slated for Saturday, Jan. 28, at the 
Vergennes Opera House, with magician Alyx 
Hilshey. 

Hilshey enjoys performing magic tricks in 
front of all types of audiences — corporate, 
adults, family events, children’s parties and 
everything in between. Her versatility allows 

her to fi nd the right balance to engage any 
type of audiences, though she fi nds the most 
joy performing for children and families.

The Jan. 28 magic show “Alyx Magic” will be a 2 
p.m. matinee performance, geared specifi cally 
for families with children (though adults will 
fi nd her magic fascinating as well). 

“Performing for adults is fun, but watching 
children smile, laugh and experience wonder 
feels like really important work,” Hilshey said. “I 
love nothing more.”

Hilshey lives just across the lake in Essex, N.Y. 
She calls Vermont her home territory, but is 
well known in the magic circles far and wide. In 
fact, in 2021 she was the featured cover story 
in Vanish International Magic Magazine. 

“That was a huge launch for my career as a 
professional magician,” she said in an interview 
this week. 

In her career performing magic for adults, 
Hilshey has headlined at Philadelphia’s Smoke 
& Mirrors Magic Theater, the Chicago Magic 
Lounge, and was a featured performer at the 
Boston Magic Lab. She is also a guest co-star 

SEE MAGIC ON PAGE 2

Alyx Magic brings the wonder back this winter

ELSIE
 LYNN PARINI
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“WATCHING CHILDREN SMILE, 
LAUGH AND EXPERIENCE 
WONDER FEELS LIKE REALLY 
IMPORTANT WORK.”

— Alyx Hilshey
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MAGIC
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Thursday Special
$2.00

O Y S T E R S
5 : 3 0  -  7 : 3 0  P M

TourterelleVermont.com | 802.453.6309
3629 Ethan Allen Highway, New Haven

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

of “The Magic 
Dual Comedy 
Show,” the 
number-one 
rated comedy 
magic show in 
Washington, 
D.C.

“I actually just got back from ‘The Magic Dual,’” 
she said. “It’s a comedy magic performance 
about two snarky magicians competing to 
become D.C.’s top magician.”

“Alyx takes a ‘no sleeves, no camera tricks’ 
approach to performing magic,” said Gerianne 
Smart, president of the Vergennes Opera House. 
“She uses humor and her formidable magic skills 
to delight, engage and amaze everyone in the 
audience.”

“Magic is a rare art form, it draws on theater, 
comedy and movement,” Hilshey explained. 
“It is one of the few art forms that gives the 
experience of wonder. This is something that 
magic delivers again and again.”

Hilshey said she likes to perform magic that 
“looks magical.” But to achieve that level takes 
intense practice and repetition. No worries 
there, Hilshey’s been practicing since she was in 
elementary school.

“I did my fi rst show for a kindergarten class 
when I was in fi rst grade,” remembered Hilshey, 
who grew up in a railroad town in Pennsylvania. 
“Then, when I was 19, John Blake, the co-owner 
of Tannen’s Magic Emporium in New York City, 
retired to Bellefonte, Pennsylvania (a nearby 
town) and opened a magic shop. I found him in 
the Yellow Pages and he became a mentor of 
mine… He taught me manipulation magic — how 
to make ordinary things do magic things… and 
introduced me to really famous magicians.”

In college, Hilshey didn’t know exactly what 
she wanted to do, and chose a degree in 
engineering. After graduating, she pursued 
graduate school in electrical engineering, 
which brought her to Burlington to attend the 
University of Vermont in 2010.

“I picked a grad school that had good skiing,” 
she said honestly. “When I showed up, I saw the 
street performers on Church Street — there were 
these jugglers surrounded by like 200 people — 
and I was like, ‘This is amazing. I can do this!’”

Hilshey auditioned and was granted a permit to 
perform on Burlington’s downtown pedestrian 
walkway. 

“I did a little show for one family and they gave 
me a $20 tip at the end,” Hilshey said. “Then I 
did another little show for two more families — a 

ten and a twenty — I had just made $50, and 
thought, ‘Oh my gosh, maybe I don’t need to go 
to grad school.’”

She spent that whole summer doing shows. “I 

Alyx Hilshey got her start in magic busking on Church 
Street in Burlington. PHOTO / RL PHOTOS
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802-443-MIDD (6433)  •  go.middlebury.edu/pas

Heart of Afghanistan
Thursday, January 12  n  7:30 pm
Mahaney Arts Center, Robison Hall; or stream from home
$25/20/15/10/5

Chamber Music Society
of Lincoln Center
Friday, January 27  n  7:30 pm
Mahaney Arts Center, Robison Hall; or stream from home
$25/20/15/10/5

think I probably did 700 shows that summer, 
each about 25 minutes… I got like fi ve years’ 
worth of performing experience in one summer 
— Church Street gave that to me.”

Hilshey did end up completing her graduate 
degree at UVM and then went on to teach 
engineering at Penn State Altoona. But she had 
the summers off  and winter break to perform 
some private magic shows and even return to 
Church Street to perform her busking routine for 
a couple summers. 

“I kept one foot in it,” she said. 

The magic business came back to center stage 
when Hilshey left teaching to stay at home with 
her three children. 

“Learning ‘slight-of-hand’ takes hundreds and 
hundreds of hour to work on it,” explained 

Hilshey, who 
practiced while 

her kids were 

young. “When they were old enough to go 
to school, that’s when I became a full-time 
magician.”

Now her three kids are ages 6, 7 and 9 and 
Hilshey is a full-time magic mom — out to bring 
the wonder back.

“My local business is for families and kids; that’s 
my passion,” she reiterated. “I like making kids 
scream and laugh and have a good time. I love 
to bring moments of focus and moments of 
uproarious laughing and screaming. That’s really 
fun for me.”

Whether it’s for families and kids, or adults, 
Hilshey’s all about conveying feelings.

“I really love people and these shared 
experiences,” she said. “Maybe I’m like a guide 
and that feels like the gift I can give the world… 
Sometimes people think of magicians as 
deceivers, but for me, I don’t really focus on 
deception. I focus on communicating truths 
through art forms. Artists can have a medium 
of pencil and paper, or watercolors; my art form 
is creating these magical plays. It’s not about 
do we believe that the trick Alyx just did is real 
(because it’s not, it’s a magic trick). It’s about the 
way we feel.”

When Hilshey brings her show to Vergennes, 
we’ll see her skills at “slight-of-hand,” lots of 
comedy and surprising moments 
that are accessible for everyone to 
appreciate — oh, and yes, everybody 
will be getting involved.

The Saturday matinee performance 
is a departure for the Vergennes 
Opera House but was important to the 
programming committee.

“We wanted to have something to 
brighten up the dark days of winter 
and we wanted something diff erent,” 
said Susan Walsh, Opera House 

Programming Committee member. “We also 
thought it was important to have a performance 
that everyone, no matter their age, can enjoy. 
Plus, we could all use a little magic!”

“I’m so excited for the Vergennes show,” Hilshey 
said. “They wanted a show for families with 
younger kids; a bright spot in the middle of the 
cold winter. One of the things I love the most 
about doing magic for families is that the parents 
get to see their kids experience the magic — 
they see the magic through their kids’ eyes.”

And what about Hilshey? Does she ever get to 
experience the magic?

“Oh, yes. Lots of the things I perform, I’ve 
performed thousands of times,” she said. “So I 
get to see the wonder too!”

Tickets for Alyx Magic show are available online 
at VergennesOperaHouse.org with fl exible 
pricing for aff ordability. Tickets are $10 for a 
single adult ticket, $5 for a single youth ticket (18 
or younger), or $25 for a family of four. For more 
information visit VergennesOperaHouse.org or 
call 802-877-6737.

Editor’s Note: Did you know Alyx Magic also 
does private events like birthday parties? She’s 
also performing at Sugarbush on Jan. 15 and 
will be touring many libraries this summer. Visit 
alyxmagic.com to learn more.

“I LIKE MAKING KIDS SCREAM 
AND LAUGH AND HAVE 
A GOOD TIME. I LOVE 
TO BRING MOMENTS OF 
FOCUS AND MOMENTS OF 
UPROARIOUS LAUGHING
AND SCREAMING. THAT’S 
REALLY FUN FOR ME.”
 — Magician Alyx Hilshey

A young participant is wowed by Alyx Hilshey at the 
Smoke and Mirrors Theater  in Philadelphia last year.

PHOTO / JOHN COSTELLO

PHOTO / RICHARD FAVERTY
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Electronic Music: The Art of Sound comes 
to Mahaney Arts Center in Middlebury

The Middlebury College Music Department will 
present a concert of new electronic music, sound 
art and improvisation, on Sunday, Jan. 15, at 7:30 
p.m. Five varied artists are on the program.

Special guest artist Sandy Nordahl will focus 
on experimental sound on the iPad. Nordahl is 
a composer, multi-instrumentalist, recording 
engineer and sound artist and member of the 
electronic improv band Data Stream. 

Jack Tipper is a composer/producer/developer, a 
Middlebury alum who is teaching the winter term 
electronic music class this January. A multi-media 
artist and producer, Tipper’s creative work can be 
heard on his website aotustudios.com.

Middlebury music faculty composer, theorist 
and improvisor Matthew Evan Taylor will bring his 
powerful combination of live saxophone and flute 
performance with electronic looping techniques. 

Multi-instrumentalist Mark Christensen will 
perform on the Chapman Stick, a recently 
invented variant of the guitar played with a 
tapping technique, which Christensen shapes 
through an extensive network of electronic 
textural processing.

Peter Hamlin, Professor Emeritus of Music 
at Middlebury and also an alum, will present 
sound visualizations and improvisations on a 
Roli keyboard, a recent invention described as a 
5-dimensional keyboard instrument.

This concert will be held in Robison Hall at the 
Mahaney Arts Center this Sunday. It is free and 
open to all.

TUNESMORE
CORNWALL COMMUNITY 
COFFEEHOUSE HOSTS 
MONTHLY MUSIC GATHERING

The monthly Cornwall Community 
Coffeehouse welcomes Middlebury-
based acoustic guitarist and vocalist 
Mark Sikora on Thursday, Jan. 19, 
7-9 p.m. Sikora will perform his own 
interpretation of favorite Americana, 

folk rock and country classics. Usually 
seen and heard as a solo artist, Sikora is 
excited to be surrounding himself with 
a high level of local talent. Joining him 
will be Henry Romp (of the Romp Family 
Band) on upright bass, Dan Whittemore 
(of Blues Without Borders) on drums, 
and Kai Stanley (of The Eschtones) on 
lead guitar.

The show will be performed at the 
Cornwall Congregational Church 
on Route 30. There is no entry fee, 
however free-will cash donations for 
the performers are graciously accepted. 
The Friends of Cornwall School will 
be providing refreshments during the 
performance.

MUSIC
U P C O M I N G

SHOW DETAiLS
Electronic Music: The Art of Sound

Jan. 15, 7:30 p.m.

Mahaney Arts Center, Olin C. Robison 
Concert Hall, 72 Porter Field Road, 
Middlebury,

Free

Open to the public

JACK TIPPER

SANDY NORDAHL

MATTHEW EVAN TAYLOR

MARK CHRISTENSEN PETER HAMLIN
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SEE EXHIBITS ON PAGE 14

ARIES: March 21/April 20. You may be in a 
meditative mood this week, Aries. You may think 
about mundane things or even complex issues. 
It’s an ideal time to stay 
indoors and relax with 
your thoughts.

TAURUS: April 21/
May 21. Obligations 
to friends or family 
could interfere with 
other things you had 
intended, such as 
spending time with your 
partner. As more people 
call upon you, step 
back and consider.

GEMINI: May 22/June 
21. You have a strong 
desire to clean and 
organize your home this 
week, Gemini. Spring 
cleaning certainly 
comes early. Conquer 
that clutter.

CANCER: June 22/
July 22. All of that extra 
work on the job will pay 
off  in the days to come, 
Cancer. Expect an email 
or personal meeting 
from a supervisor to 
discuss.    

LEO: July 23/Aug. 
23. Practical matters, 
such as the household 
budget, may need your 
attention this week, Leo. 
A big purchase is on 
the horizon, so get your 
fi nances sorted out.

VIRGO: Aug. 24/Sept. 
22. When it comes to 
your professional goals, aspirations and desires, 
the wheels begin to start turning this week. 
Tactics and strategy will be required, so avoid 
leaping into action or making a choice too soon.

LIBRA: Sept. 23/Oct. 23. Careful penny pinching 
may now result in a nice nest egg you can use 
any way you desire, Libra. Enjoy the fruits of 

your labor when you 
can loosen the purse 
strings.

SCORPIO: Oct. 24/
Nov. 22. Scorpio, a 
sense of duty to loved 
ones may have you 
taking on tasks that 
you otherwise may 
never consider. Your 
willingness to pitch in 
won’t go unnoticed.

SAGITTARIUS: Nov. 
23/Dec. 21. Don’t 
be surprised if the 
people you help this 
week are willing to go 
to bat for you in the 
future. Consider any 
assistance you provide 
an investment in 
friendship.

CAPRICORN: Dec. 22/
Jan. 20. Some people 
know exactly which 
buttons to push to 
get a rise out of you, 
Capricorn. Try to be the 
bigger person and turn 
the other cheek.

AQUARIUS: Jan. 21/
Feb. 18. A momentary 
loss of confi dence may 
catch you off -guard, 
Aquarius. Brush these 
feelings aside and 
take on any task or 
challenge that comes 
your way.

PISCES: Feb. 19/March 20. Nostalgia could hit 
you hard this week Pisces. Enjoy an unexpected 
trip down Memory Lane. Contact others who 
might enjoy it as well.

OPEN: M-F 10-5 and Saturday 9:30-4

260 Court Street, Middlebury, Vt. 05753
802-388-3559   www.middleburysewnvac.com

Our semi annual clearance sale 
is on now! Ends January 24th

25-75% off select merchandise

Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30, Sat. 10-2  • Rt. 7 So., Middlebury
802-388-2800 •  www.middleburyfloralandgifts.com

In the depths 
of winter, 

we’ve got a 
little spring!

BRISTOL • VT453-7799

Tues-Thurs 11am-5pm
Fri 11-7pm, Sat 10am-5pm
Sun 11-3pm • Closed Mon

New Year,
New Knit, New You!

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
JAN. 12 — Issa Rae, actor (38)
JAN. 13 — Julia Louis-Dreyfus, actor (52)
JAN. 14 — Allen Toussaint, Jazz musician (d)
JAN. 15 — Regina King, actor, director (52) 

JAN. 16 — Lin-Manuel Miranda, actor, 
singer-songrwriter (43)
JAN. 17 — Michelle Obama, former First Lady, 
author, lawyer (59)
JAN. 18 — A. A. Milne, children’s author (d)

ART
O N  E X H I B I T

BRANDON ARTISTS GUILD
7 Center St, Brandon
Visit brandonartistsguild.org or call 802-247-4956  for 
more info.

“2022 Holiday Show,” showcases fi nely crafted original 
artworks by more than 30 Vermont artists. Joining BAG 
this season are Ashley Wolff , Catherine Palmer and 
Judith Reilly. On view Nov. 11-Jan. 29.

EDGEWATER AT THE FALLS
1 Mill Street, Middlebury
Visit edgewatergallery.com, call 802-458-0098 or email 
info@edgewatergallery-vt.com for more info.

“Inner Landscapes,” a new collection of abstract 
paintings by Sara Katz based on an exploration of 
botanical forms. Katz was raised in Cabot, Vt., on a 
vegetable farm with a greenhouse and nursery and 
therefore often returns to the study of plant life, which 
is both a familiar and important theme in her life. In this 
series the forms dance with bold colors and dynamic 
compositions fi lled with movement and energy. On view 
through January.

JACKSON GALLERY
68 S Pleasant Street, Middlebury
Visit townhalltheater.org/jackson-gallery or call 802-382-
9222 for more info.

“We’re All At A Party Called Life On Earth!” An art 
installation celebrating humanity, harmony, and 
diversity, by Fran Bull and Robert Black. The exhibit will 
be on view through Feb. 18.

NORTHERN DAUGHTERS
221 Main Street, Vergennes
Visit northerndaughters.com or call 802-877-2173 for more 
info.

“Solace,” a new winter exhibit at Northern Daughters 
features work by Anne Cady, Bonnie Baird, Jessica 
Parker Foley, Chelsea Granger, Julia Jensen, Hannah 
Sessions, Pamela Smith, Susanne Strater and Carla 
Weeks. The prompt: What do you turn to? On view 
through Jan. 31. 

PHOTOPLACE GALLERY
3 Park Street, Middlebury
For more info visit photoplacegallery.com.

“Portrait: Self and Others,” featuring 35 images for 
exhibition in the gallery, and 40 for the Online Gallery. 
Submitions responded to the call for “portraits, self- or 
otherwise, that go beyond the surface to explore a 
deeper vision of the subject and, hopefully, draw an 
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MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY TELEVISION:

P.O. Box 785, Middlebury, Vt. 05753MCTV SCHEDULE Channels 1071 & 1091
Please see the MCTV website, www.middleburycommunitytv.org, for changes 
in the schedule; MCTV events, classes and news; and to view many programs 

online. Submit listings to the above address, or call 388-3062.
MCTV Channel 1071
Friday, January 13

Public Affairs - Through the Night
5 a.m. Gov. Scott Press Conference
6 a.m. Cannabis Control Board
7:05 a.m. Health & Social 

Justice Impacts of Cannabis 
Commercialization

7:30 a.m. Congregational Church 
Service

10 a.m. Selectboard, VIVII, Public 
Affairs 

4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Church
5:30 p.m. Energy Week
6:30 p.m. Addiction Recovery Channel
7:25 p.m. Cannabis Control Board
8 p.m. Impacts of Cannabis
9 p.m. Select Board, VICII
Saturday, January 14
Public Affairs - Through the Night
5:30 a.m. Addiction Recovery Channel
6:25 a.m. Cannabis Control Board
7:30 a.m. Impacts of Cannabis
10 a.m. Select Board, Public Affairs
4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Service
5:30 p.m. Eckankar
6:00 p.m. Energy Week
7:00 p.m. Catholic Mass
7:30 p.m. The Science of Effective 

Prevention
8:30 p.m. VICII The Influence of DCF In 

the Family Lives of Vermonters
Sunday, January 15

Public Affairs - Through the Night
5 a.m. Select Board, Public Affairs
9 a.m. Catholic Mass
10 a.m. Energy Week
11 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
3:30 p.m. New Mental Health Treatment 

Facility
4 p.m. Congregational Service
6:30 p.m. Eckankar
7 p.m. Catholic Mass
7:30 p.m. Green Mountain Care (GMC) 

Board
Monday, January 16

Public Affairs - Through the Night
5 a.m. Select Board, Public Affairs
9 a.m. Energy  Week
10 a.m. Select Board, VICII, Public 

Affairs
7 p.m. Green Burials
8:02 p.m. New Mental Health Facility
8:30 p.m. Dr. John Campbell
Tuesday, January 17

Public Affairs - Through the Night
5 a.m. Energy Week
6 a.m. Dr. John Campbell
9:30 a.m. Eckankar
10 a.m. Select Board, Public Affairs
4 p.m. Congregational Church 

Service

5:30 p.m. Energy Week
7 p.m. Select Board, VICII
Wednesday, January 18

Public Affairs - Through the Night
5:35 a.m. Effective Prevention
6:30 a.m. Energy Week
7:30 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
9:30 a.m. Catholic Mass
10 a.m. Select Board, VICII
4 p.m. Green Burials
5:05 p.m Effective Prevention
6 p.m. Energy Week
7 p.m. Select Board, GMC Board
Thursday, January 19

Public Affairs - Through the Night
5 a.m. Select Board, Press Conf., 

Public Affairs
8 a.m. Congregational Service
12 p.m. Select Board, Press Conf.
8 p.m. Energy Week
9 p.m. Eckankar  
10 p.m. Dr. John Campbell

MCTV Channel 1091 
Friday, January 13
5 a.m. Music in the Morning
7 a.m. School Board Meetings
11:30 a.m.Spring Wildflowers and Their 

Pollinators
1 p.m. How to Plant a Tree with VJ 

Comai

3:12 p.m. State Board of Education
7 p.m. GMALL Lecture - Where Folk 

Art and Modern Meet
8:30 p.m. First Wednesdays - The 

History of Cosplay
Saturday, January 14
4 a.m. Yoga
5 a.m. Music in the Morning 
6 a.m. Spring Wildflowers 
10 a.m. School Board Meetings
5:30 p.m. Gardening with Wildflowers
6:33 p.m. GMALL Lecture 
8 p.m. How to Plant a Tree 
10:15 p.m. Architecture and Planning 

Programs
Sunday, January 15
5 a.m. All Things LGTQ
6 a.m. Music in the Morning
8:30 p.m. The History of Cosplay
9:35 p.m. Gardening with Wildflowers
12 p.m. State Board of Education
3:40 p.m. GMALL Lecture 
5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ 
6 p.m. Here We are with Guest Ken 

Burns & Northshire - The Lampshade 
Lady

6:52 p.m. The History of Cosplay
7:57 p.m. Gardening with Wildflowers
Monday, January 16
5 a.m. Yoga
6 a.m. Hands In the Kitchen - Plant-

based Proteins
7 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
8 a.m. School Board Meetings 
4 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
5 p.m. The Taconic Chamber Players
8 p.m. Gardens and Gardening
Tuesday, January 17
6:30 a.m. School Board Meetings
12 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
1 p.m. Hands In the Kitchen 
1:55 p.m. The History of Cosplay
3 p.m. Art, Architecture and Planning 
Wednesday, January 18
5:30 a.m. First Wednesdays
6:30 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
12 p.m. Traditional Korean Fermented 

Condiments and Vegan Mushroom 
Wellington

5 p.m. Kid’s Yoga
5:30 p.m. School Board Meetings
10:30 p.m. Here We Are 
Thursday, January 19
6 a.m. Vegan Mushroom Wellington
7 a.m. Yoga
8 a.m. School Board Meetings
5 p.m. All Things LGTQ
6 p.m. Yoga
7:30 p.m. Conservation, Ecology and 

Nature Programs

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

CALENDAR
THURSDAY, JAN. 12
BASIC LEARN TO SWING DANCE IN VERGENNES. 
Thursday, Jan. 12, 6:30-8:30 p.m., Vergennes Opera 
House. This is the first of a Vergennes Recreation 
Department class that will take place on Thursdays 
through Feb. 9. Learn swing dancing basics for the 
first hour, then a practice session of dancing from 
7:30-8:30 p.m. Partners are not required. Bring dry, 
non-marking shoes or very thick socks to dance in. 
Masks are not required but are a consideration for the 
close physical contact of partner dance. If you have 
been exposed to someone who has tested positive 
for COVID-19, or are simply not feeling well, please 
stay home. Sign up at Vergennesrec.org or you can 
pay at the door. $15 per class (or $60 prepaid for six 
classes) includes practice session. $10/with high 
school or college student ID. $5 for practice session 
only.

HEART OF AFGHANISTAN IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Thursday, Jan. 12, 7:30 p.m., Robison Hall, Mahaney 
Arts Center, 72 Porter Field Rd. Four brilliant Afghan 
musicians — famed singer/Afghan TV star Ahmad 
Fanoos on vocals and harmonium, his sons Elham on 
piano and Mehran on violin, and Hamid Habibzada 
on table — carry the flame of Afghanistan’s rich 
and complex musical heritage from its pre-
Islamic Buddhist period to the modern era. Tickets 
$25/20/10/5; streaming tickets $15/5, available at 
middlebury.universitytickets.com.

SATURDAY, JAN. 14
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB SNOWSHOE IN RIPTON. 
Saturday, Jan. 14, Widow’s Clearing to Brooks 
Road, Goshen Rd. Hike or snowshoe three miles 
on trails from Widow’s Clearing on Goshen Road 
eastward to Brooks Road. Requires car spot. Bring 

a snack or lunch, water and dress to the weather 
in thermal layers (avoid cotton). Ankle gaiters and 
hiking poles recommended. Be prepared for ice 
and snow. Contact Ruth Penfield at 802-458-1116 or 
ruthpenfield@gmail.com for details including start 
time. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

MONTHLY WILDLIFE WALK IN MIDDLEBURY AND 
WEYBRIDGE. Saturday, Jan. 14, 8 a.m., Otter View 
Park, intersection of Weybridge Street and Pulp 
Mill Bridge Road. Help Otter Creek Audubon and 
Middlebury Area Land Trust survey birds and other 
wildlife at Otter View Park and the Hurd Grassland. 
Meet at the Otter View Park parking area. Birders of 
all ages and abilities welcome. Please take common 
sense COVID-19 precautions. More information: 802-
388-6019.

BIXBY LIBRARY CRAFT SWAP IN VERGENNES. 
Registration through Jan. 14, Bixby Memorial Free 
Library, 258 Main St. Love crafting and love seeing 
others enjoy what you make? Thinking about starting 
a hobby in the new year? Join the Winter Craft Swap 
where you will be partnered with another crafter 
in Addison County. All skill levels encouraged. 
Make your partner a custom craft, while they do 
the same for you. All crafting mediums welcome — 
knitting, crocheting, sewing, candle making, pottery, 
scrapbooking, needle felting, etc. More info and 
register online at forms.gle/dvHGvoPX244xcfBv8.

ADULT SNOWSHOE SCAVENGER HUNT IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, Jan. 14, 9:30 a.m.-12:30 
p.m., Chipman Hill trailhead parking lot. Come Join 
MALT for a morning of snowshoeing and exploration 
on Chipman Hill. Snowshoes will be provided. No 
experience necessary. Those who complete the 
scavenger hunt will be entered to win a MALT-swag 
bag for two, filled with sunglasses, hats and other 

gear. There will also be a fire set up at an overlook 
to enjoy at the end with hot cocoa. Dress warmly, 
bring a phone or camera to take photos. Registration 
required. For Adults 18+. Drop in whenever you’d like. 
Snowshoes must be returned by 1:30 p.m. More info 
at maltvt.org/events.

“1776 SUPPLYING OUR ARMY IN CANADA” LIVING 
HISTORY EVENT IN TICONDEROGA, N.Y. Saturday, 
Jan. 14, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Fort Ticonderoga. Ticonderoga 
was a vital link in the supply chain keeping an 
American Army alive at the gates of Quebec City in 
January 1776. In this one-day living history event, 
explore the many needs of an army in winter from 
shot to shoes. See how soldiers and teamsters kept 
sleds running over the ice of Lake Champlain to keep 
Continental Army soldiers fed and clothed in Canada.

“FEDORA” LIVE IN HD IN MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, 
Jan. 14, 1 p.m., Town Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. 
The METOpera HD Broadcast of Umberto Giordano’s 
exhilarating drama. Packed with memorable 
melodies, show-stopping arias, and explosive 
confrontations, Fedora requires a cast of thrilling 
voices to take flight, and the Met’s new production 
promises to deliver. Tickets $24 adult/$10 student, 
available at townhalltheater.org.

BIXBY LEGO ROBOTICS COMMUNITY DAY IN 
VERGENNES. Saturday, Jan. 14, 1-2 p.m., Bixby 
Library, 258 Main St. The community is invited to 
check out the projects the Challenge and Explore 
Bixby Lego Robotics teams have been working on 
for months. Enjoy a demo with the robots they have 
built and coded to run missions. Come hear about 
what builders and makers have learned about 
renewable energy. Celebrate their teamwork and 
accomplishments. Free.

J A N .  1 2 - 2 2

2 0 2 3
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SUNDAY, JAN. 15
CHAMPLAIN VALLEY FIDDLERS IN MIDDLEBURY. 

Sunday, Jan. 15, 11 a.m.-4 p.m., VFW 530 Exchange 
St. $3 cover. 50/50 raffle. Door prize, refreshments 
available. Join in the music making or just enjoy the 
sounds of some talented amateurs.

ELECTRONIC MUSIC CONCERT AT MIDDLEBURY 

COLLEGE. Sunday, Jan. 15, 7:30 p.m., Mahaney Arts 
Center, Olin C. Robison Concert Hall, 72 Porter Field 
Road. The College Music Department presents a 
free concert of new electronic music, sound art 
and improvisation. Performers will include Sandy 
Nordahl (experimental sound on the iPad), Jack 
Tipper (multi-media artist at aotustudios.com), 
Matthew Evan Taylor (live saxophone and flute with 
electronic looping, Mark Christensen (Chapman Stick, 
a recently invented variant of the guitar) and Peter 
Hamlin (Roli keyboard, a recent invention described 
as a 5-dimensional keyboard). More information: 
phamlin@middlebury.edu.

THURSDAY, JAN. 19 
“THE MOST COSTLY JOURNEY” LATIN AMERICAN 

MIGRANT WORKERS, HEALTH CARE, AND 

COLLABORATIVE NON-FICTION COMICS IN 

MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, Jan. 19, 6 p.m., Ilsley 
Public Library, 75 Main St. Andy Kolovos from the 
Vermont Folklife Center and Julia Grand Doucet 
from the Open Door Clinic will provide an overview 
of the goals of the El Viaje Más Caro Project, the 
collaborative methods that define its approach, and 
insight into the lives and experiences of the workers 
whose labor supports the continued viability of dairy 
farming in Vermont.

ACOUSTIC GUITARIST PLAYS WITH LOCAL 

TALENT IN CORNWALL. Thursday, Jan. 19, 7-9 p.m., 
Cornwall Congregational Church, Route 30. Cornwall 
Community Coffeehouse presents Mark Sikora who 
will play with Henry Romp on the upright bass, Dan 
Whittemore on drums and Kai Stanley on lead guitar. 
Refreshments provided by the Friends of Cornwall 
School. No entry fee, but free-will cash donations are 
graciously accepted.

SATURDAY, JAN. 21
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN RIPTON. Saturday, 
Jan. 21, Spirit in Nature, Goshen Rd. Snowshoe or hike 
along beautiful trails by the Middlebury River, just 
off the Goshen Road. Inspirational readings posted 
along the way. Contact Liana Merrill at Merrill.liana@
gmail.com for information or to register. More at 
gmcbreadloaf.org.

CHINESE NEW YEAR CELEBRATION IN 

MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, Jan. 21, 9:30-11 a.m., Ilsley 
Library, 75 Main St. Join May Poduschnick and 

Miss Tricia for storytime, crafts, snacks and fun to 
celebrate Chinese New Year. This all-ages event is 
free.

COOK THE BOOK CLUB: AFRICAN RECIPES IN 

VERGENNES. Saturday, Jan. 21, noon, Bixby Memorial 
Free Library, 258 Main St. Sign up to cook an item 
from one of this month’s chosen cookbooks: “Afro-
Vegan” by Bryant Terry, “Coconuts & Collards” by Von 
Diaz, “Ethiopia” by Yohanis Gebreyesus, “Jubilee” by 
Toni Tipton-Martin or “Teff Love” by Kittee Berns. No 
recipes left? Join us to enjoy the food and find out 

about the next cook the book! There will be copies of 
the cookbook available to check out. Call 802-877-
2211 with questions.

KING PEDE CARD PARTY IN FERRISBURGH. 

Saturday, Jan. 21, 6:30 p.m., Ferrisburgh Community 
Center, Route 7. The evening begins with a sandwich 
supper and then on to an evening of fun and card 
games. King Pede is an unusual game that involves 
“trick-taking” techniques such as in Hearts and 
Spades or Pitch. This is a game of fun and skill so 
come prepared to use your strategic thinking.

picktop
TAKE A WILDLIFE WALK  THIS MONTH ON 

SATURDAY, JAN. 14.  MEET AT OTTER VIEW PARK 
AND SURVEY BIRDS AND OTHER WILDLIFE.

s i g n  u p  f o r  y o u r  s u b s c r i p t i o n  a t

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COMFOR $1 A WEEK... GET THE ADDY INDY IN THE MAIL!
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RUTLAND GALLERY OPENS 
NEW EXHIBIT THIS FRIDAY
The Chaffee Art Center in Rutland will 
host an opening reception of their new 
exhibit on Friday, Jan. 13, from 5-7 p.m. 

There is no charge for admittance; 
donations appreciated. 

Stop by and enjoy music and a glass 
of wine or hot apple cider.  Explore 
the themed galleries of artwork:  

“Resolutions” — featuring work reflecting 
tenacity, determination, spirit.

“Frozen” — with work featuring ice and 
snow.

“Breathe Deep” — featuring work of the 
outdoors and nature.

Chaffee artist members will have work 
on display and for sale such as fine 
art, photography, sculptures and more 
throughout the mansion, as well as in 
the Gallery Shoppe that is filled with 
handmade treasures and gift ideas for 
any occasion.  This exhibit will be on 
display until March 3. 

The 1980s historic building of the Chaffee 
Art Center located at 16 South Main 
Street in Rutland, celebrates 62 years 
as an arts center this year. Check out 
chaffeeartcenter.org, call 802-775-0356 
or email info@chaffeeartcenter.org for 
updates and more info.

Did you miss “Yoga With Jillian” when it played 
at Town Hall Theater in Middlebury back in 
September? Well, it’s coming to Burlington 
for another performance on Friday, Jan. 20 
and Saturday, Jan. 21. Main Street Landing 
Performing Arts Center, Town Hall Theater and 
Project Y Theatre will present “Yoga with Jillian” 
at 7 p.m. 

In this immersive play, yoga teacher Jillian 
plans to take the audience through an 
amazing, incredible, fantastic, one hour yoga 
journey. But the past couple years have been 
tough, am I right? As Jillian tries to teach 
again in our changed world, the shiny, happy 
yoga teacher attempts to keep the class, and 
herself, from completely imploding.

Audiences: feel free to bring your mat or watch 
from your seat. Yoga is encouraged but never 
required. We promise you’ve never seen a play 

like this before.

September’s Middlebury performance was 
followed a run at Pittsburgh City Theatre as 
part of Momentum Festival 2022. The show 
will tour with upcoming dates in New York City 
at the Off Broadway venue, A.R.T./New York 
Theatres in June.

“Yoga With Jillian” is written by Lia Romeo, 
a playwriting fellow at the Juilliard School. 
Her play “The Agency” is part of the current 
season at La Jolla Playhouse. She was the 
winner of City Theatre’s National Short 
Playwriting Award, and has been a nominee 
or a finalist for the Heideman Award, the L. 
Arnold Weissberger Award, the Susan Smith 
Blackburn Prize, the Kesselring Prize, and the 
Steinberg Award.

Michole Biancosino is an Assistant Professor of 
Theatre at Middlebury College, and the Co-
Founding Artistic Director of Project Y Theatre, 
a company that has launched world premieres 
in NYC, regionally, and internationally. She co-
produces NYC’s Women in Theatre Festival, 
now heading into its eighth year. During COVID, 
she co-created a hybrid streaming theatre: 
Tiny Barn Theatre.

“I am excited to continue to share this 
funny new play close to home with a wider 
Vermont community. It was so well received in 
Middlebury at Town Hall Theater this season, I 
can’t wait to share it with Burlington audiences 
before Yoga With Jillian heads to New York 
City in the summer,” Biancosino said.

“Yoga With Jillian’s” director Andrew W. Smith 
is a professional actor, director and producer 
whose work has been seen throughout New 
York City, regionally, and internationally.  He is 

also a Co-Founding Artistic Director of award-
winning Project Y Theatre Company in New 
York City, as well as an Associate Professor 
of Acting at the Carnegie Mellon School of 
Drama.  

THT Executive Director Lisa Mitchell 
experienced the initial production of “Yoga 
With Jillian” at Biancosino’s Tiny Barn Theatre 
in the summer of 2021. 

“As a yoga novice, I relished the opportunity 
to participate in this humorous and powerful 
play via a yoga mat,” Mitchell said. “Jillian’s 
attraction to wellness and struggle for 
perfection unspools in a timely and poignant 
narrative. Don’t miss this unique show!”

Tickets are $20 and available at eventbrite.
com/e/yoga-with-jillian-tickets-475704423737. 
Immersive yoga spaces are limited to the first 
20 registrants. Seats available for everyone 
else. There are discounted seats for students, 
under 30, and seniors.

‘Yoga With Jillian’ performs in Burlington

ARTMORE

NEXT DOOR
W H A T ’ S  H A P P E N I N G

“Yoga With Jillian” will play at Main Street Landing in 
Burlington on Jan. 20-21, at 7 p.m., featuring Middlebury’s 
own Michole Biancosino.

“I AM EXCITED TO CONTINUE 
TO SHARE THIS FUNNY 
NEW PLAY CLOSE TO HOME
WITH A WIDER VERMONT 
COMMUNITY.”

— Michole Biancosino
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ACROSS
1. Respiratory 
disorder
7. Bulgarian 
mountain peak
10. Group of 
important people
12. South American 
nation
13. Amazes
14. __-Castell, 
makers of pens
15. Perlman and 
Seehorn are two
16. Early medieval 
alphabet
17. Legislator (slang)
18. Tasty crustacean
19. Course of action
21. Airborne (abbr.)

22. Permanent 
church appointment
27. Larry and Curly’s 
pal
28. Famed American 
journalist
33. 12th letter of 
Greek alphabet
34. In a way, 
vanished
36. Affl  ict in mind or 
body
37. Egyptian Sun god
38. Source of the 
Blue Nile
39. Egyptian unit of 
weight
40. Be the source of 
pain
41. Esteemed award 

__ d’Or
44. Partner to pains
45. Deep blue
48. No longer living
49. Country in the UK
50. Not even
51. Arizona city

DOWN
1. Wager
2. Classical portico
3. As a result
4. Bird
5. A type of “Squad”
6. Autonomic 
nervous system
7. Dish with food on 
a stick
8. City northwest of 
Provo

Sudoku
Each Sudoku puzzle 
consists of a 9x9 
grid that has been 
subdivided into nine 
smaller grids of 3x3 
squares. To solve 
the puzzle each row, 
column and box must 
contain each of the 
numbers 1 to 9. Puzzles 
come in three grades: 
easy, medium and 
diffi  cult. 

Level: Medium

This week’s puzzle solutions can be found on Page 13.

9. C. European river
10. One out of jail
11. Henry Clay estate
12. Heathen
14. Refrained
17. Parts per billion 
(abbr.)
18. “The Stranger” 
author
20. Not old
23. Periods of 
starvation
24. Language of 

tribe in India
25. Savings account
26. Pitching stat
29. Megabyte
30. Ribonucleic acid
31. A place to put 
your feet
32. The fun part of a 
week
35. We all have our 
own
36. Partner to 
“oohed”

38. African nation
40. Breezed through
41. Sets out
42. Other
43. Not fattening
44. “Much __ about 
nothing”
45. Central Time
46. Former EU 
monetary unit
47. Charles S. Dutton 
sitcom

52 Main St
Middlebury, VT 05753
(802) 989-7225

Tuesday-Saturday
10:30 AM - 5:30 PM

info@sparrowartsupply.com
sparrowartsupply.com
@sparrowartsupply

The new year is the perfect time to try out a new way 
to make art! Each week for the rest of January, we’ll be 
o�ering 10% o� di�erent sections so you can try
something you’ve never done before.
Week  of 1/10: Drawing, Stationery, and Paper Cra�
Week of 1/17: Acrylic and Oil Painting
Week of 1/24: Watercolor, Gouache, and Printmaking
Whether you want to take up bullet journaling or 
oil painting, we’ll help you achieve your new year’s 
aspirations at the shop!

JANUARY DEALS TO JUMPSTART 
YOUR CREATIVITY!

s p o n s o r e d  byPUZZLES
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ou’ve probably seen African violets 
(Saintpaulia) with their neat rosettes 
of fuzzy leaves and clusters of 
purple flowers. Native to Africa, 
the species were discovered in 
1892 by Baron von Saint Paul-Illaire 
in the mountainous rainforests of 
Tanzania. Today, there are over 

16,000 registered 
hybridized varieties.

African violets come 
in miniature (6-inch), semi-miniature (8-inch) 
and standard (12-inch) sizes. There are even 
trailing varieties. Flowers can be single or 
double, with colors ranging from violet and 
white to pinks, reds and even pale yellows.

Leaves come in solid greens or variegations 
of green, cream and pink. Leaf edges can be 
smooth, scalloped or serrated.

With the exception of trailing varieties, African 
violet foliage forms a circular rosette around 
a central crown. Secondary crowns, called 
“suckers,” sometimes form and should be 
removed (except on trailing varieties). As it 
grows, the sucker will affect the plant’s shape. 
When small, suckers can be easily removed 
with tweezers.

If not removed, a sucker can grow large 
enough to compete with the original crown. A 
large sucker can be removed intact and potted 
up to grow into a clone of the original plant.

If the secondary crown is near the soil, it may 
already have its own roots. To divide the plant, 
remove it from its pot. Insert a clean, sharp 
knife between the original crown and the 
secondary crown, and cut through the root 
ball. Return the original plant to its pot, adding 
soil as needed, and pot up the new plant.

An African violet’s pot should be about one-
third the diameter of the leaf rosette. Use a 
soil mix that is light and airy. You can lighten a 
standard potting soil by adding coarse perlite 
in a ratio of two parts potting soil to one part 
perlite. Some growers mix their own using 
equal parts peat, perlite and vermiculite.

African violets prefer bright, filtered light and 
temperatures between 65 and 80 F. They can 
do well on an east or north windowsill or on 
a plant stand using grow lights. Place grow 
lights about 12 inches above standard-sized 
African violets and 8 inches above miniatures 
or semi-miniatures.

When the soil feels dry, water from beneath the 

leaves, giving the soil a good drink. Or fill a saucer 
and allow the soil to soak up the water. Remove 
any water that remains in the saucer after 30 
minutes. Excess water can lead to root rot.

Fertilize using a flowering houseplant food 
or African violet food according to package 
directions.

Unlike most plants, African violets can be 
propagated from a single leaf. To do so, 
carefully remove a healthy leaf. Make a clean 
cut at the bottom of the stem. Prepare a 
container with moistened potting mix. Make 
a hole in the soil, and place about one inch 
of the stem in it at a 45 degree angle. Gently 
press the soil around the stem.

Cover the pot with a plastic bag or an inverted 
glass jar to retain humidity. Place in indirect light.

Release excess moisture as needed by 
opening the cover. In 3-4 weeks, roots should 
form, and about month later, tiny leaves will 
emerge at the base of the stem. When they’re 
about the size of a dime, the plantlets can be 
separated and transferred to their own pots.

African violet leaves also can be rooted by 
placing a leaf, with its stem submerged, in a 
container of room temperature water. Roots 
should appear in a few weeks. When they’ve 
grown more than a quarter inch, the leaf can 
be planted in potting soil as above.

For more information on African violets, check 
out the African Violet Society of America’s 
website at africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org.

GARDENER
A S K  A  M A S T E R

H O W  T O  G R O W  A F R I C A N  V I O L E T S

Deborah J. Benoit is a 
UVM Extension Master 

Gardener from North 
Adams, Mass., who 
is part of Vermont’s 
Bennington County 

Chapter.

A native plant of Africa, African violets with their rosette 
of thick, fuzzy leaves and beautiful blooms are a popular 
houseplant. PHOTO / PIXABAY, GINI GEO PHOTOGRAPHY

African violet leaves can be rooted by placing a leaf, 
with its stem submerged, in a container of room 
temperature water. PHOTO / DEBORAH J. BENOIT

DEBORAH J.
BENOIT

BY

Y

PLANT 
YOURSELF

HERE.
Advertise on this page. 

Contact us today.

A D S @ A D D I S O N I N D E P E N D E N T.C O M
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Homeward Bound 
announces the fi rst animal 
adopted in 2023. 

Raven, an 18-month-old 
female rabbit weighing 
5.7 pounds, was adopted 
Jan. 2 at 3:46 p.m. by Kaitlin 
Buerge and Matt Harrison 
of Middlebury. It was love 
at fi rst sight. Kaitlin and 
Matt completely fell in love 
with how cuddly and sweet 
Raven is. As long-time foster 
providers to rabbits, they 
knew it was time to give a 
very special rabbit a forever 
home.

The adoption of Raven 
signifi es the fi rst of many 
adoptions that will be 
celebrated at the county’s 
humane society in 2023. 
Congratulations to Raven, 
Kaitlin, and Matt, and cheers 
to the human-animal bond 
that makes life so sweet.

Pets In Need
HOMEWARD BOUND

Addison County’s Humane Society

Olgard
Olgard is a food-crazed 3-year-old. He is the 
loudest cat during breakfast feeding and he 
is convinced that every person walking by 
should be giving him treats. Olgard is super 
affectionate and loves to play. He has been 
diagnosed as FIV-positive and would be okay 
with another FIV-positive cat.  We are unsure about how he 
feels about dogs.

Statey
Statey is an energetic and super-friendly 
1.5-year-old guy. He is attention-needy and 

will give you hugs and kisses! Statey would 
be a great mouser and an indoor/outdoor life 

would suit him best. He does not get along with 
cats or dogs but he loves all people.

Elmer & Ddaffy
Elmer and Daffy are a bonded pair and 
are spayed/neutered. They are less than 
a year old and looking for a forever home 

where they can do everything 
together including sleeping 

next to each other. This duo is 
sweet, friendly, social, and litter 
box trained in their cage. They love 
fresh veggies and hay.

Frida & Liam
Frida and Liam are a bonded pair and 
need to be adopted together. Liam is 
about 5 years old and 
Frida is less than a year 

old. They are spayed/
neutered and will go home 

with a certificate to see a vet 
of choice for a post-adoption exam.

Jitterbug
Jitterbug is an inquisitive, eager, and playful 
bunny! She’s a sweetie that likes to follow 
people around, waiting to be petted, and get 

forehead kisses. She is litterbox trained and 
comes when you call her name. Jitterbug loves 

her treats and toys! She enjoys company and gets along great 
with bunny-savvy kids and adults alike. She does not like to be 
picked up but, with patience, she could get used to it. She is not 
interested in having bunny friends but gets along with bunny-
friendly cats and dogs

Want to learn more?
Call or check our website. We may have a pet for you!

802-388-1100 | HomewardBoundAnimals.org
236 Boardman Street | Middlebury, VT

Raven: fi rst adopted pet of 2023

Kaitlin Buerge and Matt Harrison of Middlebury with rabbit Raven, 
the fi rst animal adopted from Homeward Bound in 2023.

PHOTO COURTESY OF HOMEWARD BOUND

Send us a picture 
of your pet!

news@addisonindependent.com

What is 
Pet of the Week?

Here at the Addy Indy we LOVE our 
pets. We also love publishing here at 
the local newspaper. So... put them 
together and you get PET OF THE 

WEEK, where we publish the news of 
how fabulous your pets are for FREE! 
All you have to do is send a picture 

to our news team with a short 
description of your best buds.

Pet of the 
WEEK
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This charming ranch-style home features 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, and a 2 car 
garage. A short distance to Lake Champlain, it is situated on a lovely fl at lot with 
a paved driveway. You will also appreciate the home’s proximity to Middlebury, 
where you may enjoy shopping, restaurants, and public events. This cozy, 

spacious home provides a quiet, country lifestyle 
with easy access to the surrounding towns in 
Addison County. Come and take a look to see what 
this beautiful Bridport property has to off er.

3306 VERMONT ROUTE 22A, BRIDPORT
$339,000

A LOOK INSIDE ADDISON COUNTY HOMES FOR SALE

Bridport ranch off ers quiet country life

HOMETH
E

This week’s property is managed by Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices.  More info at www.vtregroup.com.
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WALLACE REALTY
48 Mountain Terrace

Bristol, VT 05443
PH 802-453-4670 • FAX 802-453-5898

Visit our websites at:
www.wallacere.com

www.greenbuiltvermont.com

Please call Kelly, Claire, or Tom

EQUAL 
HOUSING  
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 as amended 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons receiving 
public assistance, or an intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will not  knowingly 
accept any advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of discrimination, call 
HUD Toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.

nbmvt.com • 1-877-508-8455 
Bank NMLS #403372

Make the dream of home ownership a reality. 
We can help. Contact us today or apply online.
Beth Buckman | Community Lender | NMLS #41062

estate
real
Now is a great time to buy or sell a property! 
Let our real estate section do the work, 
so you can get cozy with a new home this winter.

Give us a call and we’ll help you connect with 
Addison County homebuyers, sellers & professionals.

ads@addisonindependent.com

EMAiL CHRiSTY@ADDiSONiNDEPENDENT.COM TO FiND OUT HOW.

ADD YOUR PiECE! 
BE THE NEXT SPONSOR OF THE PUZZLE PAGE.

TO FiND OUT HOW.

BE THE NEXT SPONSOR OF THE PUZZLE PAGE.

PUZZLE
SOLUTIONS JAN. 12, 2023

S U B S C R I B E  |  D O N A T E  |  A D V E R T I S E
A D D I S O N I N D E P E N D E N T. C O M

Your subscriptions, 
donations and 
advertising 
allows us to have 
dedicated coverage 
of the arts scene in 
Addison County.

Thank You! 

SUPPORT
THE ARTS
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ipjrealestate.com
34 Main Street, downtown Middlebury

info@ipjrealestate.com  |  802.388.4242

LEICESTER
19 BREBEUF TERRACE
MLS #4924142 | $590,000
2 BD | 2 BA | 1872 SF | 9.75 AC

Truly a beautiful spot, and the only 
place on Lake Dunmore where you 
can see sunrises AND sunsets. A 
year-round lake home with peace, 
privacy, shared lake frontage with 
docks, easy fl at access to the 
water, tennis court, and some of 
the best private fi shing in the state. 
The residence, built in 2008 (and 
extensively renovated by the current 
owner) is perfectly sited on a ridge 
overlooking a 25-acre pond! A 
beautifully renovated kitchen with 
quartz countertops is the centerpiece 
to the open main level fl oor plan. 
The main fl oor also includes a 
dining area and living room, stone 
hearth, gas fi replace, and bath with 
laundry. A covered front porch and 
three season sun room are perfect 
places to sit, relax, and enjoy this 
restorative setting. Upstairs is a 
primary bedroom with walk in closet, 
a second bedroom with its own 
gas fi replace, and a full bath that 
is completely new. A sitting area 
leads to an upper deck overlooking 
the pond. Architectural plans for 
a gorgeous addition are included, 
and the foundations are already in 
place. Property includes a shared 
1/3 of an acre on Lake Dunmore 
with two other homes and almost 10 
acres of land. The condo association 
amenities also include a storage 
building, dock system, beautiful tennis 
court, camp cabins and proximity 
to many recreational opportunities 
including hiking, cycling, boating, 
fi shing, skiing. NOTE: Taxes and 
assessment for house only. Condo fee 
covers seasonal land maintenance 
and taxes from common areas. 

emotional response from 
the viewer.” Juried by 
Aline Smithson. On view 
through Jan. 20.

SPARROW ART 
SUPPLY
52 Main Street, Middlebury

Visit sparrowartsupply.com or call 802-989-7225 for more info.

“A Merry Little Market,” a maker market featuring creations 
by over 40 local artisans. The gallery is decked with all sorts 
of truly unique gifts, from fine artwork to pottery to candles 
to fused glass and more. With a tree full of hand-crafted 
ornaments, this show is guaranteed to get you in the holly 
jolly spirit. On view through Jan. 14.

EXHIBITS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

irding is a wildly popular hobby. According 
to the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, about 
45 million Americans are birders, while 
data from the popular bird observation 
app eBird indicates that submissions from 
Canadian birders increased by 34% in 
2020.

It’s not uncommon for birding enthusiasts 
to travel great distances to see beautiful birds in 
serene settings. But individuals also can entice 
beautiful birds to come to them. Bird feeders 
beckon birds to millions of backyards every day, 
making them an ideal addition to properties 
owned by people with an affinity for avians. After 
choosing a bird feeder, novices may not know 
which food to fill it with. This breakdown, courtesy 
of the National Wildlife Federation, can help 
anyone find the right food for their feeders.

NECTAR
Individuals who want to attract hummingbirds can 
do so with nectar in the warmer weather, which 
the NWF describes as colored sugar water. Nectar 
must be placed into a hummingbird feeder and 
also might attract orioles to the backyard.

BLACK-OIL SUNFLOWER
The NWF notes that black-oil sunflower is the 
most popular bird seed. Black-oil sunflower 
attracts an array of birds, including blue jays, 
cardinals, chickadees, and sparrows. Novices may 
like that black-oil sunflower seed can even be 
found at many grocery stores, which can appeal 
to individuals who live in remote locations without 
specialty bird stores nearby.

MIXES
Seed mixes also can be found at grocery stores 
and appeal to a variety of birds. Individuals who 
want to keep their feeders close to their decks or 
patios may want to look for mixes described as 

Types of bird feed 
for backyard feeders

B

SEE BIRDS ON PAGE 15
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New List
ing

New List
ing

New List
ing

802-877-2134  •  www.ReVT4u.com
Your Forever Realtors, Building Relationships One Home at a Time!

We are a designated agency brokerage.

COMMUNITY CORNER

Your New in
 

Your New in
 

Your New in
 

Your New in
 

Your New in
 

Your New in
 

Your New in
 

Your New in
 

Your New in
 

Your New in
 

Your New in
 

Your New in
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Your New in
 

Your New in
 

Your New in
 

Home Business

Home Business

Home Business

Susan Burdick
802-989-9058

Lynn Jackson Donnelly
802-349-5382

Sean Dye
802-338-0136

Nancy Larrow
802-989-9653

K. Cory Foote
802-349-7101

Dick Elkins
802-985-8150

It is 2023! Is it Time to Make a Change?

000 GREEN STREET, VERGENNES
This property offers an affordable business opportunity 
for you. This sign, decal, and banner business features 
both interior and exterior signage for commercial as well 
as personal use. This business is perfectly designed for 
the motivated worker.
Price: $45,900 MLS: 4915652

1641 FROSTY LANE, BRIDPORT
This charming, one-bedroom home is on 3.83 acres 
and could easily be remodeled as a two bedroom 
home. The bunk room in the basement could provide 
an additional living space and has its own exit door. 
Price: $240,000 MLS:4940085 

2847 VT. ROUTE 22A, ADDISON
Live free of electric and fuel bills in this magnificent 
Cape with beautiful mountain views. The 1st floor 
primary suite offers 2 rooms for separate sleeping 
areas. There is also a primary suite on the second floor 
with its own sitting area. There are extra rooms on the 
2nd floor as well. 
Price: $949,000 MLS: 4926527

Price 
Price 
Price 

Reduction

Reduction

Reduction

Potential Growth in Inventory for 2023
Our forecast predicted total inventory to grow by 
4.0% in 2022 overall, and by 22.8% in 2023. Given the 
roller-coaster ride inventory has been on lately, it’s 
important to keep historical context in mind. �e level 
of inventory in 2023 is expected to fall roughly 15% 
short of the 2019 average. In fact October 2022 was the 
�rst time that inventory climbed back to its 2020 level 
for the same time of year. From: Realtor.com

“no-mess.” 
The NWF 
indicates that 
these mixes 
have been 
de-hulled, 
which means 
there won’t be 

as big a pile of unwanted seeds beneath the 
feeder. That tends to be the case with regular 
mixes that birds pick through as they choose 
which seeds they want and discard the others, 
often dropping them to the ground beneath 
the feeder. The NWF reports that mixes tend 
to attract ground-feeding birds, such as doves 
and sparrows.

SUET
Suet is sought after in winter by bird lovers 
who want to help birds stay healthy and strong 
during times of year when food sources are 
scarce. Suet requires a suet feeder, which 
is unlike most bird feeders. Suet comes in 
squares and isn’t in seed form, though seeds 
are typically mixed in to the gelatinous cake. 
Despite its appearance, which can seem like a 
square block of fat, suet is an excellent source 
of protein for birds in winter.

THISTLE OR NYJER
The NWF notes that goldfi nches love this 
small, high-quality seed. Because thistle or 

nyjer is something of a specialty seed, birders 
who want to put it out will need to purchase a 
fi nch feeder.

Birding has millions of devotees across 

the globe. Knowing what to feed birds can 
be a great way for birding enthusiasts to 
attract these beautiful creatures to their own 
backyards. 

— MetroCreative

BIRDS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14
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More shows added every month!

30 CENTER ST.
RUTLAND, VT
802.775.0903 

BUY YOUR 
TICKETS AT: ONLINE BOX OFFICEONLINE BOX OFFICE

PARAMOUNTVT.ORG

UPCOMING HIGHLIGHTS

GOLD SPONSORS: SEASON SPONSORS:

PINK FLOYD LASER 
SPECTACULAR
Saturday, January 14  |  8:00 PM

America’s Top Psychic Medium 
MATT FRASER
Friday, January 20  |  7:30 PM

BRIAN GLOWACKI 
Live comedy taping!
Saturday, January 21  |  7:00 PM

MAGIC ROCKS! 
Illusionist Leon Etienne 
Friday, January 27  |  7:30 PM

KEB’ MO’
Wednesday, February 15  |  7:30 PM

NATALIE MACMASTER 
& DONNELL LEAHY
Sunday, February 19  |  7:00 PM

BORED TEACHERS
Monday, February 20  |  7:30 PM

THE MARSHALL 
TUCKER BAND
Friday, February 24  |  8:00 PM

TOTO: DOGZ OF OZ TOUR
Monday, March 6  |  7:30PM

MENOPAUSE 
THE MUSICAL
Saturday, March 18  |  2 & 7 PM

THE PEKING ACROBATS®
Featuring The Shanghai Circus
Friday, March 31  |  7:30 PM

DISNEY’S WINNIE THE 
POOH: THE MUSICAL
Wednesday, April 5  |  6:30 PM

GIRL NAMED TOM
Thursday, April 13  |  7:30 PM

TERRY FATOR
Thursday, April 20  |  7:30 PM

WHOSE LIVE ANYWAY?
Feat. Ryan Stiles, Greg Proops, 
Jeff B. Davis & Joel Murray
Friday, April 21  |  7:30 PM

TUSK: ULTIMATE 
FLEETWOOD MAC 
EXPERIENCE
Saturday, April 22  |  7:30 PM

Full Listing

FEDORA Giordano
Sunday, January 15, 12:55 PM Encore

LOHENGRIN Wagner
Sunday, March 19, 12 PM Encore

FALSTAFF Verdi
Saturday, April 1, 12:30 PM

DER ROSENKAVALIER Strauss
Saturday, April 15, 12 PM

CHAMPION
Terence Blanchard / 
Libretto By Michael Cristofer 
Sunday, April 30, 12:55 PM Encore

DON GIOVANNI  
Mozart 
Sunday, May 21, 12:55 PM Encore

DIE ZAUBERFLÖTE Mozart
Sunday, June 4, 12:55 PM Encore

www.BGlowComedy.com

JOIN US FOR A LIVE 
COMEDY TAPING!

SATURDAY, JANUARY 21  |  7:00 PM

FRIDAY, JANUARY 20  |  7:30 PM

FRIDAY, JANUARY 27  |  7:30 PM MONDAY, MARCH 6  |  7:30PM

SATURDAY, JANUARY 14  |  8:00 PM
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