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Jazz hands
Broadway Direct, a popular show 
and key city theater fundraiser, 
returns. See Arts + Leisure.

By the wayBy the way

Sports drama
The recently ended high school 
season brought two titles and 
plenty of excitement. See Page 1B.

Fantastic
Ferrisburgh Children’s Theatre 
staged an enchanting show with 
lots of foxes. See Page 14A.

MAUSD sees 
spending fall, 
but taxes rise 

Dec. 7 deadline

What are 
Medicare 
choices?

Schools seeking workers

Hunters happy 
with rifle season
Many successful after slow start

Paraprofessionals, subs and custodians in short supply 

ACSD mulls capital bond in 2024

Businesses 
to fill hole 
in Midd’s 
downtown 

By ANDY KIRKALDY
ADDISON COUNTY — 

After a slow start to Vermont’s 
16-day rifle season for deer 
locally, hunters brought a near-
record number of bucks to be 
weighed at Addison County’s 
wildlife reporting stations. 

Between Nov. 12 and 27 
hunters took 636 bucks to Rack 
’N Reel in New Haven, Vermont 
Field Sports in Middlebury, 
Buxton’s Store in Orwell, 
C&S Hunting Supplies in East 
Middlebury, or the Lincoln and 
West Addison general stores. 
That high total came despite a 
below-average opening weekend 
count of 178 bucks. 

Only 2020’s final count of 
647 bucks topped that number 
since 2005, when the Vermont 
Department of Fish & Wildlife 
banned shooting spikehorn 

bucks during rifle season. The 
department now again allows 
antlerless bucks to be shot, but 
only in some mountainous areas.

The next most productive rifle 
seasons locally came in 2019, 
594 bucks; 2021, 590; 2016, 
573; and 2018, 571.

The rifle season surge followed 
average numbers for the local 
early archery and muzzleloader 
seasons (205 and 50 taken, 
respectively, in October and 
early November) and a mediocre 
Youth/Novice Weekend (89 on 
Oct. 22 and 23).

Overall, through the Nov. 27 
end of rifle season the half-dozen 
reporting stations had handled 
980 deer, putting the final 
number for the season likely to 
top 2021’s 1,133 deer weighed 
locally, but highly unlikely to 

SHANE ELLIS BROUGHT down this 175-pound buck with an 
8-point rack in Leicester on Nov. 26. 

Photo courtesy of Vermont Field Sports

(See Rifle season, Page 7A)

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Addison 

Central School District (ACSD) 
directors on Monday began 
discussing the potential for a 
multi-million-dollar bond proposal 
to address repairs, deferred 
maintenance and code deficiencies 
within the ACSD’s nine school 

buildings.
While an architecture/design 

company called TruexCullins 
has tentatively placed the cost 
of updating those buildings (to 
current code standards) at $110 
million, ACSD board members 
seem unified in their belief that 
local taxpayers couldn’t support 

such a lofty ask, so they’re 
preparing to hire a consultant to 
help them craft a less extensive 
construction project that could be 
fielded by district voters as soon as 
March 2024.

“Big picture: We have old 
buildings that need a lot of work,” 

(See ACSD, Page 12A)

(See Staffing, Page 8A)

By JOHN FLOWERS & STAFF
ADDISON COUNTY — Years 

of college and graduate school 
plus decades in front of classes 
have prepared Principal Tracey 
Harrington for her job leading 
instruction for scores of students at 
Ripton Elementary School. 

On Monday, though, she found 
herself not in the classroom but in 
the lunchroom. She was filling a 
hole in the food service staff that day 

by serving meals to the children.
“It’s a struggle every day,” 

Harrington said. “Yesterday 
morning I was cleaning (because of 
an absence of custodial staff). Others 
here were cleaning the bathroom 
and emptying garbage.”

She’s not complaining and is 
appreciative of how community 
members and the Addison Central 
School District have pitched in 
to smooth out the staffing snafus, 

which she said are more serious this 
year than in past ones.

Public schools across Addison 
County have been hit by the same 
worker shortage that has affected 
most Vermont employers. All local 
school districts are having difficulty 
hiring support staff and substitute 
teachers.

The Addison Northwest School 
District was able to hire only 

(See Choices, Page 5A)

By GEORGE FJELD
Are you confused with all the 

mail and all the pitches you see 
and hear about Medicare? Which 
ones are necessary directives from 
Medicare and which ones are 
simply sales pitches? 

What Medicare do you have and 
what do you need? 

If you want to change your 
Medicare enrollment for the 
coming year you need to make that 
change by next Wednesday, Dec. 
7 — did you know that?

These are the questions many 
older Vermonters are asking. It’s 
also why there is an avalanche 
of information, solicitations and 
calls.

Medicare is the national health 
insurance that covers most 
older Americans and less able 
individuals. It is not all free. Part 

Winter is around the corner, 
and many are worried about their 
heating bills. The good news is that 
help is available for individuals 
and families to stay safe and 
warm this winter. Vermont will 
receive $25.4 million in funding 
for the Low-Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program (LIHEAP), 
the federal program that provides 
critical assistance paying for heat. 

(See Downtown, Page 15A)

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — The 

long-vacant, 4,300-square-
foot storefront at 51 Main St. 
in downtown Middlebury will 
come back to life next spring 
with a mixture of food, retail, 
entertainment, bar and event 
spaces.

It’s going to be known simply 
as “51 Main” and will be home to 
two established local enterprises: 
Crooked Ladle Catering LLC, and 
Everything Nice, the funding arm 
of the Giving Fridge — a nonprofit 
venture launched in December 
2020 to feed hungry Middlebury-
area people and sustain ailing 
restaurants during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Bethanie Farrell, the driving 
force behind Everything Nice 
and the Giving Fridge, and Loren 

By MARIN HOWELL 
BRISTOL — Mount Abraham 

Unified School District officials are 
anticipating a nearly 7% increase 
in per student spending for Fiscal 
Year 2024, driven by continued 
declining enrollment in the district 
and an increase in some expenses 
like healthcare premiums. 

At last week’s MAUSD Board 
meeting, Superintendent Patrick 
Reen presented the board with an 
update on projections for the FY24 
budget. Reen’s Nov. 22 presentation 
projected an increase in spending 
per pupil of about $1,385.23, 
or 6.99%, to $21,211.60. Those 
figures are based off an expected 
1,247.18 equalized pupils. 

Some of the drivers impacting 
next year’s spending include 
inflation and an anticipated 15.4% 
increase in healthcare premiums. 
Despite these increased expenses, 
the district’s total spending is 
expected to be slightly lower for 
FY24 than this year due to the 
reduction of some costs associated 
with Lincoln following the town’s 
withdrawal from MAUSD. Lincoln 
will begin operating its own 
supervisory school district on July 
1 of next year (see related story on 
Page 15A). 

(See MAUSD, Page 15A)

Eyes on the action
ELIZABETH AND HARRIS Gerner react positively to World Cup soccer action on the screen at Middlebury’s Marquis Theater Tuesday 

afternoon during the U.S.-Iran game. Their three-month-old-son Tommy isn’t so sure how he should react. The red-white-and-blue 
squad prevailed, 1-0, allowing the U.S. to advance to the round of 16.

Independent photo/Steve James

ADDISON COUNTY SCHOOLS are contending with substantial staff shortages, finding it particularly 
difficult to recruit paraprofessionals, substitutes and custodians. As a result, existing staff — such 
as Ripton Elementary School teacher Charlotte Holmquist, shown here working with her students on 
Monday — have had to do more. 

Independent photo/Steve James
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And it’s not only about physical 
health, according to advocates. 
The pandemic has foisted 
additional challenges upon those 
experiencing mental health issues, 
such as increased social isolation, 
depression and 
stress.

Porter has 
d e l i b e r a t e l y 
a s s i g n e d 
f l e x i b i l i t y 
within the grant 
a p p l i c a t i o n /
review process 
in an effort 
to encourage 
applicants to 
define what 
“better access” to 
health care means 
to them and the 
groups they’re trying to serve. In 
addition to migrant farm workers, 
those marginalized groups might 
include local people of color and 
folks identifying as LGBTQIA.

Thus, a successful grant 
application will define what health 
equity means to the marginalized 
group, while describing a process 
for bringing them into the health 
service structure.

“Some people might not seek 
care because they don’t feel heard 
or supported, or the language is not 
inclusive, or not understanding the 
language that’s being used in the 
health care system and across the 
board,” Choiniere said.

Thorn and Choiniere hope for 
a diverse collection of health 
equity grant proposals by the 
submission deadline, which is 
Dec. 9. A committee will review 
the applications around Dec. 20 

with the intent 
of informing 
winners on 
Dec. 22. Grant 
recipients will 
have until May 
31 to use the 
money.

Instructions 
and the 
a p p l i c a t i o n 
packet are 
a v a i l a b l e 
online at 
t inyur l .com/
mr4yfsms.

Porter has been reaching out 
to prospective applicants largely 
through social media and its 
community partners, such as the 
United Way of Addison County.

While Thorn doesn’t anticipate a 
new round of health equity grants 
next year, she hopes this year’s 
winning proposals result in long-
term trends of more people seeking 
the care they need. 

To inquire about the grant 
or about participating in the 
application review process, contact 
Thorn at cthorn@portermedical.
org, or at 802-388-8860. 

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

“Some people might 
not seek care because 
they don’t feel heard 
or supported, or 
the language is not 
inclusive, or not 
understanding the 
language that’s being 
used in the health 
care system and 
across the board.”

— Sylvie Choiniere

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — It looks like 

Addison County State’s Attorney-
elect Eva Vekos will begin her job 
before the traditional starting date 
of Feb. 1.

That’s because the current acting 
top prosecutor in the office — Peter 
Bevere, whom Vekos defeated on 
Nov. 8 in the race for state’s attorney 
— has decided to take a position 
with the Rutland County State’s 
Attorney’s Office beginning Dec. 
5. Because his departure would 
leave the Addison County office 
temporarily shorthanded, Gov. Phil 
Scott has agreed to allow Vekos to 
take his place — and the office she 
won — several weeks early.

“Gov. Scott will appoint the 
state’s attorney-elect very shortly 
after the transfer of Mr. Bevere is 
complete and he departs his current 
role as acting state’s attorney,” 
Scott’s spokesperson, Jason 
Maulucci, stated in a Nov. 28 email 
to the Independent.

Vekos has been understandably 
busy this week as she prepares to 
begin her new job on Monday, Dec. 
5. In addition to hiring another full-
time prosecutor, she has to part 
ways with her current employer, 
the law firm of Marsh & Wagner; 
transfer to another attorney cases 
she had been assigned through 
the Public Defender’s Office; take 
stock in active cases currently being 
handled by the state’s attorney’s 
office; and get acquainted with her 
new colleagues.

Vekos thought she’d have around 
two months to accomplish those 
tasks; with Bevere’s imminent 
departure, she’s having to do it at 
warp speed.

“It’s not just a big change for 
me; it’s a really big shift for the 
court staff, the staff at the state’s 
attorney’s office right now, and 

Vekos to begin as state’s attorney Dec. 5
Bevere transitioning to Rutland County prosecutor’s job the same day

ADDISON COUNTY STATE’S Attorney-elect Eva Vekos will take 
office on Monday, Dec. 5, instead of on Feb. 1 of next year, as a result 
of Acting State’s Attorney Peter Bevere’s imminent transition to a 
prosecutor’s job in Rutland County.
for the Addison County Bar, 
because a lot of my cases are 
being reassigned,” she said during 
a Wednesday morning phone 
interview. “There are so many 
partners attached to these cases.”

Still, Vekos said she’s “really 
excited, and I can’t wait to get 
started.”

Vekos, a Middlebury Democrat, 
defeated Bevere, a Middlebury 
independent, 9,029 to 6,546 back 
on Nov. 8. By statute, she was 
slated to take office on Feb. 1. But 
Bevere has elected not to stay with 
the office.

Bevere explained his decision 

to leave and voiced confidence his 
departure wouldn’t place undue 
stress on the office.

“I am returning to the Rutland 
County State’s Attorney’s Office to 
work with Ian Sullivan, who was 
just elected to the office,” he said 
through an email. “My last day in 
Addison County will be Friday, 
Dec. 2. The Addison County State’s 
Attorney’s office is blessed with 
two outstanding deputies, who 
along with our amazing support 
staff, will, with the support of our 
central office, ensure that things 
continue to run in a smooth and 
professional manner.

 “I have thoroughly enjoyed my 
time working in Addison County 
and I will miss not only my fellow 
office mates, but everyone I have 
had the pleasure of working with,” 
he added.

Bevere previously ran for the 
county’s top prosecutor spot in 
2018, losing to then-incumbent 
Dennis Wygmans by fewer than 
10 votes. He agreed to sign on as 
Wygmans’ deputy and became 
acting prosecutor in May when 
Wygmans resigned to take a job 
with the state’s Traffic Safety 
Prosecution Unit. 

Bevere’s résumé before 
beginning his current job in early 
2019 includes stints in private 
practice, as an assistant district 
attorney with the Cape & Islands 
District Attorney’s office, a 
domestic violence prosecutor for 
the Chittenden County State’s 
Attorney’s Office and as a deputy 
prosecutor with the Rutland County 
State’s Attorney’s Office.

The Addison County Democrats 
and John Campbell, executive 
director of the Vermont Department 
of State’s Attorneys & Sheriffs, are 
among those who’ve urged Scott 
to move up Vekos’s starting date in 
light of Bevere’s transition.

Zoe Kaslow, chair of the Addison 
County Democratic Committee, 
issued the following statement 
about Vekos’s appointment to the 
state’s attorney’s post:

“We are grateful to state’s 
attorney-elect Eva Vekos for her 
willingness to jump into the role 
early and support the office through 
this transition,” she said. “With 
overwhelming support from the 
voters of Addison County, Ms. 
Vekos will lead the office with skill 
and grace.”

John Flowers is at johnf@
addisonindependent.com.

By JILL VICKERS
STARKSBORO — A white 

clapboard church sits on Route 116 
in the center of Starksboro village. 
At the front steps of this Baptist 
church are two container gardens, 
now home to pollinator-friendly 
plants. 

This past spring community 
volunteer Jan McCleery, inspired 
by Pollinator Pathway of Addison 
County (PPAC), used natural soil 
amendments to prepare the boxes 
and add some native plants. Even 
with her years of experience as the 
owner of a nursery specializing 
in native plants and pollinator-
friendly perennials, Marijke Niles 
was excited the day of my visit 
this fall to see an unusual variety 
of mountain mint blooming in the 
boxes there. 

PPAC-Starksboro had kicked-off 
its summer and fall projects with a 
tour at Marijke’s Perennial Gardens 
in the spring. The group has created 
more public and private spaces that 
provide nectar, pollen and shelter 
for our pollinators, particularly 
native ones. 

Gardens visible from the town’s 
main street, Route 116, has been 
a goal. For example, at Robinson 
Elementary School there is a mix 
of native and non-native plants 
growing at the pick-up and drop-
off area in front. Behind the school, 
Jan and Marijke discussed a new 
bed good for swamp milkweed, 
a critical native plant not only for 
monarch butterfly larvae, but also 
for many other pollinators.

Next stop on my tour was 
farmland now owned by the town 
of Starksboro and maintained by the 
town’s conservation commission. 
It includes the Lewis Creek 
Creekside Hiking Trail, a 1.4-
mile walk through native plants, 
medicinal herbs, tall brush, scrubby 
hardwoods and, unfortunately, some 
unwelcome invasive plants. 

Starksboro resident Margi 
Gregory made a surprising 
discovery on her first exploration — 
medicinal herbal plants visible from 
the trail. This inspired her successful 
effort to obtain a grant from RiseVT 
to create signage to inform trail 
users of the plants. The signs, ready 
to be installed in the spring, list 
the common name, Latin name, 
usage, if native and if pollinated by 
a specific pollinator; if not known 
the status is listed generally as a 
pollinator plant. Storyboards about 

plants will be added to a restored 
kiosk at the trailhead. 

Another project on this conserved 
land was the purchase of 80 trees 
of five different species, from 
Burlington’s Intervale district, 
with funding secured by Audubon 
Vermont and Mid Champlain Valley 
Regional Conservation Partnership. 
On this past Sept. 10 — a hot 
morning — 17 volunteers helped 
plant those trees in the meadow 
adjacent to the Creekside Trail to 
provide erosion control and bird 
habitat, particularly for the golden-
winged warbler and woodcock. 

Our last stop was the Community 
Garden behind the town clerk’s 
office. From its hillside location, 
the views are of green fields, 
mountain ridges and the historic 
built landscape: church spires, 
farmhouses and silos. White 
clapboard stood out against the 
verdant greens. Birds rose from 
the garden’s sunflowers. This huge 
garden of sandy loam is a place for 
individual growers who rent garden 
plots, as well as a garden managed 
by Pete Antos-Ketcham from the 
New Community Project. The latter 
provides produce for the Food Share 
Program across the street at the First 
Baptist Church. 

Starksboro is spinning a web of 
diverse habitats, large and small, 
from flower boxes to acres of 
conserved land. Volunteers are 
transforming public spaces in 
town that demonstrate a growing 
awareness of the importance of 
native plants, the life cycles of 
pollinators and the connections 
between plants and us. Signs 
signaling these projects with the 
message “Bee Messy Bee Happy” 
are not just about growing strong 
connections between plants and 
pollinators, but among community 
members as well.

—————
This story comes to us through 

Pollinator Pathway of Addison 
County, an organization dedicated 
to education and action in support 
of pollinating insects, birds 
and bats. To learn more about 
the county-wide group, email 
pollinatorpathway.addisoncty@
gmail.com or check out the page on 
the Pollinator Pathway Northeast 
website at pollinator-pathway.org/
towns/addison-county. To view the 
fall webinar by Emily May, Xerces 
Society, Middlebury head online to 
youtu.be/5dV4onHWfMo.

VOLUNTEERS PLANT 80 trees in conserved land in a meadow 
adjacent to Starksboro’s Creekside Hiking Trail as part of a project to 
enhance habitat for pollinators earlier this year.

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Wanted: 

Ideas on how to give marginalized 
groups — such as migrant farm 
workers — better access to health 
care services in Addison County.

Porter Medical Center officials 
are now making that pitch to 
area nonprofits, consultants and 
others who want to see the local 
health care system work better 
for everyone living and working 
in Addison County. And Porter 
will award grants ranging from 
$5,000 to $30,000 to the most 
promising proposals to address 
health inequities in our community 
that have been exacerbated by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Grantees will use the money to 
refine their proposals for possible 
implementation not only at Porter, 
but perhaps at other affiliate 
hospitals within the University of 
Vermont Health Network.

“We see this as an opportunity 
to support those who are already 
doing the work to increase equity 
within our community,” said Sylvie 
Choiniere, Porter’s Blueprint 
Program Manager.

A total of $150,000 in grant 
funding is being provided through 
the Vermont Public Health Institute 
and the Centers for Disease Control.

Groups that have been 
economically and socially 
marginalized experience 
disproportionately adverse health 
outcomes compared to non-
marginalized populations, noted 
Choiniere and Courtney Thorn, 
Porter’s chronic disease self-
management coordinator. The 
pandemic has highlighted the 
many ways in which underserved 
populations experience inequities 
related to health care and social 
determinants of health, according 
to Porter Medical Center officials.

Ideas sought to boost health care access

Starksboro projects aid 
pollinators and other wildlife
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36 Boardman St., 
Middlebury VT 05753

802-388-6718
gstonemotors.com

2149 Rt 7 South, 
Middlebury VT 05753
802-388-9961
stonecdjr.com

Which vehicle will be the fullest by December 6? 
Ford F-150 or

Jeep Gladiator?
Join the friendly employee competition
at Stone CDJR and G. Stone Motors!

Stop in at either dealership with toy donations
for the HOPE Toy Drive for local children!

*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Early withdrawal penalty will apply. Fees could reduce earnings on account. Minimum balance to 
open is $500. At the end of the 23 month term, if no action is taken, the account would roll into the 24 month share certificate with 
applicable market rates at that time. Must be a member of the Credit Union to open a share certificate. Offer and rates subject to 
change without notice. 

Call us now at (888) 252-0202          -or-         Apply online at vermontfederal.org

WITH A SPECIAL 23 MONTH TERM SHARE CERTIFICATE

PUT YOUR MONEY TO  
WORK FOR YOU 

INSURED BY NCUA.

3.81% 
Grow your money safely and 
securely with a fixed rate, fixed term 
certificate. Limited time offer. $500 
minimum balance required.APY*

By MARIN HOWELL 
MONKTON — Monkton has 

made strides in its work revitalizing 
the town’s historic buildings. 

The town recently found a buyer 
for the former Russell Memorial 
Library building, which has been 
vacant since the town offices and 
library relocated to the new town 
hall building a quarter-mile away 
last year. The town also gained 
Vermont Agency of Commerce & 
Community Development village 
district designation for the Monkton 
Ridge area. 

Town officials say this 
designation will open up funding 
possibilities for projects in 
Monkton Ridge as well as for work 
on historic buildings like the former 
Russell Memorial Library and the 
1859 Monkton Town Hall across 
the street.  

“It really helps Monkton when 
we go to apply for grants and, in 
fact, we have a couple of grants 
that we’re working on where 
having a village district designation 
really helps our potential for those 
grants,” Selectboard Chair Stephen 
Pilcher said. 

The selectboard at its Nov. 22 
meeting accepted a $75,000 offer 
from Bob Wahl of Monkton for 
the Russell Memorial Library 
building, which is located at the 
intersection of States Prison Hollow 
Road and Monkton Ridge Road. 
The 600-square-foot, wood-frame 
building is 43 years old and located 
on 1.6 acres. It was listed for sale at 
$85,000.

At that Nov. 22 meeting board 
members said Wahl’s offer was the 
highest of the three they received. 

The former Russell Memorial 
Library opened in 1971, though the 
library was established in 1905 and 
operated out of a couple of other 
locations before that. The library is 
now located on the bottom floor of 
the new town hall at 92 Monkton 
Ridge Road. 

Pilcher said he’s happy the town 
was able to find a Monkton resident 
to purchase the historic building. 

“We’re really happy, that’s an 
important piece of the Monkton 
Ridge and the center of the (village) 
district designation so it’s great,” he 
said. 

Closing on the sale of the library 
is expected to take place by mid-
January. Though, the town must 
follow the procedure for conveying 
a piece of town-owned property, 

which includes publicly posting 
the proposed sale 30 days prior to 
transferring ownership.  

Once the sale is complete, Pilcher 
said the new tenant will likely rent 
out the building, so it’s unclear 
what the former library space could 
be used for. 

“There was another Monkton 
resident who was interested in 
creating a bakery and coffee shop 
there. So it may be that she is 
interested in renting the building,” 
he said of some of the possibilities. 
NEW VILLAGE DISTRICT

The town also received village 
district designation from the 
Vermont Agency of Commerce 
and Community Development 
last week. The village district will 
consist of the Monkton Ridge area, 
which runs the length of Monkton 
Ridge Road and slightly onto 
Monkton and States Prison Hollow 
roads. The area is filled with 
historic buildings, including the 
old town hall, the 1879 Monkton 
Friends Methodist Church, the 
former Monkton General Store and 
the former Monkton Ridge School. 

Village district designation from 
the state is intended to support 
the revitalization of Vermont’s 
traditional village centers. The 
designation comes with eligibility 
for benefits like tax credits, 
technical assistance and priority 
consideration for grants. 

Pilcher said easier access to 
funding opportunities will benefit 
both the town and homeowners in 
the village center. 

“There’s a whole bunch of 
benefits to homeowners that choose 
to take advantage of it, mostly 
homeowners interested in restoring 
historic buildings. There are funds 
to help them restore facades, bring 
buildings up to code,” he said. 

Increased access to grant money 
might also support the town with a 
couple of projects it’s in the process 
of starting. Pilcher said the town is 
applying for a Vermont Agency of 
Transportation grant that would help 
fund a scoping study for bicycle and 
pedestrian routes. This grant is one 
that Monkton for which would now 
receive priority consideration. 

The designation also has the 
potential to create more funding 
opportunities for renovating the 
old town hall as the town continues 
deciding how to use that building. 

“Village district designation will 
definitely help with whatever we 

THE TOWN OF Monkton has found a buyer for the 600-square-foot building that formerly housed the 
Russell Memorial Library. The library moved to a space in the new Monkton Town Hall nearby earlier this 
year.

Independent photo/John S. McCright

Monkton finds buyer for former library
want to do on the old town hall 
because it needs some remodeling 
and we can get grants for that, same 
if there’s work that needs to be 
done at the library, but I don’t really 
anticipate any work on the library,” 
Pilcher said.  

The town is also applying for a 
municipal planning grant that would 
support the town in exploring plans 
for future growth, another grant 
Monkton now receives priority 
consideration for. Pilcher said that 
grant and other opportunities made 
possible by the designation can help 
the town as it plans for and executes 
that growth. 

“It all kind of ties together, one 
of the things I think the selectboard 
and Monkton Planning Commission 
are interested in is working with 
the town toward where we would 
actually like to see growth happen 
and what we can do to facilitate 
that,” he said. “I think we have in 
the next year or two, a real task 
to decide as a community where 
we would like to see that happen 
in Monkton and work on ways in 
which we could make that happen.”

Creative minds
YOUNG SKATEPARK ADVOCATES help Middlebury animator Daniel Houghton design a 3-D model 

of their dream skatepark by choosing their favorite elements and obstacles at a fundraiser at Notte last 
month. The event raised $5,672.50 for the Middlebury Skatepark Project. 

Photo by Erik Remsen

By REBECCA BURNS, Lake 
Champlain Maritime Museum

VERGENNES — Nearly 70 
youth rowers from Chittenden and 
Addison County middle and high 
schools competed in the Icebreaker 
Northeast Regional Youth Open-
Water Rowing Championship in 
Fort Point Channel in Boston, 
Mass., on Saturday, Nov. 19. Mount 
Abraham Union High School 
was among four teams from the 
youth rowing program with Lake 
Champlain Maritime Museum.

The race marked the end of a 
successful rowing season for Mount 
Abraham Union High School, along 
with teams from Burlington High 
School, South Burlington High 
School, and Champlain Valley 
Union High School.

LCMM rowers competed 
alongside some of the best teams 

from the northeast, including New 
York, Connecticut, Massachusetts, 
and Maine. The Vermont teams 
shined brightly throughout the day’s 
competition, a testament to their 
practice and teamwork over the 
course of the fall rowing season.

Each crew competed in a series 
of three sprint races with several 
sharp turns. The times from all three 
sprints were then combined into a 
cumulative time score to determine 
the winner for each event. 

Mt. Abe competed in the 
Intermediate Four-Oar event, 
challenging Village Community 
Boathouse from New York for 
second place. Burlington placed 
fifth. In the Experienced Four-Oar 
event, Mt. Abe placed second, 
followed by BHS in third, and 
SBHS in fifth. 

The day ended with a nautical 

mile race where 16 boats lined up 
for one massive start. Mt. Abe won 
the Intermediate Four-Oar event by 
over 30 seconds and took fourth in 
the Experienced Four-Oar event.

The boats used by Vermont 
teams, as well as some used by 
other competitors, were all built in 
the boat shop at Lake Champlain 
Maritime Museum by other local 
middle and high school students. 

Now that the rowing season in 
Vermont is over, the Museum will 
be hard at work over the winter 
repairing the fleet and building a 
new four-oared boat with this year’s 
boat building students.

Middle and high school rowing 
will pick up again in the spring. 
Students interested in joining a 
youth rowing team or supporting this 
program, can learn more at www.
lcmm.org/champlain- longboats.

Mt. Abe rowers place in regional contest
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Weather ‘split’ 
is mystifying

It’s time for state to ban recreational and fur trapping

Daughter thrives in Mt. Abe spotlight

Ahead of Town Meeting, 
should we plan for growth, 
or continued decline?

(See Carpenter letter, Page 5A)

(See Ways, Page 5A)

(See Felitti letter, Page 5A)

By Claire
Corkins

Ways of
Seeing

My daughter performed in the musical “Hello 
Dolly” staged at Mount Abraham Union High School 
this fall, so, of course, I went to every show. We have 
attended the musicals for many years. They always 
remind me of my own participation in the Mount Abe 
productions when I was in high school. Of course, 
there was no way I would ever 
have ventured on stage. No, you 
would have found me hidden in 
the dark, playing in the pit band, 
away from everyone’s eyes. 

While I enjoyed taking part 
in the background and have 
always been entertained from 
the audience, I have a new 
appreciation for student theater 
opportunities since my daughter started performing; 
fi rst through the ELP programs, then with the Mount 
Abe middle and high school musical programs. And 
she, unlike me, thrives in the spotlight. 

These experiences have given my daughter more 
than just a taste for performing. She has found a 
strong group of friends who spend lots of time 
singing together in her room after school. They 
bonded over participating in these musicals, the 
shared long hours of rehearsals, the music and dance 
numbers, the excitement of performances. Through 
these experiences, they have been integrated into the 
incredibly supportive community of musical theater. 

I remember watching the auditions for this fall’s 

production of “Hello Dolly.” Everyone who wants to 
perform onstage must sing for a public audition. Again, 
this is something you would never fi nd me doing. And 
while sitting through over 100 auditions might strike 
some as tortuous, what struck me the most was the fact 
that nearly everyone stayed to cheer on all the others 

auditioning. The audience was 
politely quiet during each audition. 
Afterwards, each participant 
received a wild round of applause, 
no matter what or how they sang. 
Friends went up to support their 
nervous classmates and help them 
through the auditions. 

What could have been a nerve-
wracking, judgmental, excruciating 

experience, turned into a huge show of support for 
everyone brave enough to get up on stage and sing, a 
cappella, in front of the crowd. 

Following auditions are several intense months 
of rehearsals. Everyone who wants to participate is 
given a part. In the end, the students create a magical 
production performed four times in front of huge 
audiences, receiving nightly standing ovations. While 
the performances are the visible end result, I have 
noticed it is not only the thrill of performing that my 
daughter loves, but the camaraderie and supportive 
community. In her words, “they are the best people.” 

If you didn’t get to see “Hello Dolly” this fall, you 

It’s time for the Vermont Fish & Wildlife 
Department (FWD) and elected state offi cials to act 
on the wishes of the majority of Vermonters and ban 
recreational and fur trapping for furbearers (bobcat, 
otter, fi sher, coyotes, beaver, red and gray fox, 
muskrat, raccoon, opossum, weasel, mink and skunk).

FWD recently commissioned a survey of Vermont 
residents on furbearer trapping. A majority of 
Vermonters oppose recreational and fur trapping 
— 68% disapprove of recreational trapping (only 
26% approve) and 62% disapprove of fur trapping 
(only 31% approve). This is consistent with the 2017 
Vermont Center for Rural Studies survey fi nding that 
75% of Vermonters want trapping banned. 

So why are FWD and elected offi cials ignoring the 
wishes of a majority of Vermonters?

Arguments against a recreational and fur trapping 
ban fall along some predictable lines:

Tradition. Trapping is a Vermont “tradition.” 
However, traditions can and do change with time. 
Dog and cock fi ghting were once “traditions” that 
are now banned throughout the U.S. as they were 
recognized as a form of legalized animal abuse. There 
is no legitimate need in the 21st century for trapping 
wildlife in painful ways so someone can kill them for 
recreation or fur. 

Flatlanders. Some feel if you haven’t lived in 
Vermont for generations, you shouldn’t try to change 
traditions. This ignores the fact that some hunters 
and life-long Vermonters are part of the 62-68% 
supporting a recreational and fur trapping ban. 
Additionally, I seem to have missed the place in 
the Vermont constitution where rights are assigned 
to people based on how long they’ve lived in the 
state. Are people who have not lived in Vermont for 

generations second-class citizens? 
Misdirection. Inevitably, the issue of banning 

recreational and fur trapping raises the topic of the 
much-maligned beaver and damage to infrastructure. 
Nuisance damage from beavers can be managed 
in non-lethal ways. More importantly, banning 
recreational and fur trapping under 10 App. V.S.A. 
§ 44 will not disallow nuisance trapping under 10 
V.S.A. § 4828. 

Guaranteed rights. FWD’s website wrongfully 
states that trapping is protected by the Vermont 
constitution. It is not. The constitution guarantees 
the right to “hunt and fowl,” which have distinctly 
different defi nitions than trapping under Vermont 
regulations. 

“Detractors.” Unfortunately, some FWD staff see 
disagreements with department policy as having 
to deal with “detractors” who are discrediting their 
work. This is a disingenuous and dismissive response 
by public offi cials that ignores the legitimate right 
of citizens to question and petition for changes to 
department policy. 

Sadly, ignoring majority public opinion on trapping 
extends to the legislature. Last legislative session, 
S.201 proposed a ban on leghold traps. Instead 
of a ban, the legislature passed a bill to establish 
“Best Management Practices” (BMPs) for trapping. 
Trappers in a working group to advise on BMPs 
wouldn’t even agree to limit killing of trapped 
animals to gunshot only. They still want to be able to 
use inhumane methods, e.g., bludgeoning, stomping, 
or choking, to kill trapped wildlife. A BMP-approved 
leghold trap can still maim an animal and will not 
prevent indiscriminate trapping of pet dogs and cats, 

So many times we follow a 
storm track from west and south 
on storm tracking radar that seems 
centered on Bristol. But as the 
storm leaves Albany it splits, 
some north to Burlington and 
some south of Middlebury. In 
the summer we need the rain, but 
watch as neighbors get our rain. 
In the winter it is OK to miss deep 
snow. 

Can any weather expert explain 
this split? It doesn’t seem certain 
mountains do the dividing.

Peter Grant
Bristol

Be very wary of 
‘Medicare’ pitch

It’s that time of year when we 
are overwhelmed by thoughts 
of family, Christmas plans, to-
travel-or-not-to-travel and of 
course, turkeys and stuffi ng. 
But there’s one other thing. We 
get buried, both on TV and in 
our mail, by an onslaught of 
warnings: It’s time for Medicare 
Advantage enrollments!! It is only 
open a while! Don’t lose your 
opportunity! The Advantage Plan 
hucksters were emerging out of 
their almost yearlong hibernation.

A couple of weeks ago I got 
a letter from a UVM Health 
Advantage plan. I threw it 
away. Then I began thinking, 
as it was announcing itself via 
UVM, maybe it was legit. I 
retrieved it and called the number. 
Immediately, I realized it was 
more scam. A somewhat mild 
man answered the phone, not 
from UVM insurance offi ce, 
but clearly as an Advantage rep. 
(From here on in I will just use 
the term “Advantage Plan” — not 
“Medicare Advantage Plan” — to 
cover these scams as there is a 
bill going through the House by 
Reps Mark Pokan and Ro Khanna 
to strengthen Medicare and to 
allow only Medicare to call itself 
Medicare.) 

I ranted fi rmly and said I knew 
this was a scam; that while funded 
by the government, profi ts also 
came from refusing clients’ claims 
about 17%-20% of the time; that 
when some magical percentage 
is achieved there will be efforts 
to privatize Medicare and end it; 
and even if people want to change 
back to Medicare, it’s fairly 
diffi cult. 

There was a momentary silence 
and then he said, “I agree with 
your numbers except it is not that 
diffi cult to go back to Medicare.” 
I was stunned: he didn’t dispute 
my “numbers.” Then I asked to 
be removed from the mailing list. 
Done. (Another source of their 
“profi ts” is by infl ating prices. In 
2020, the Medicare Commission 
tracked a minimum of $12 billion 
infl ated dollars.)

Since then, I’ve noticed 
one or two more “Advantage 
Plans” advertising with hospital 
connections much like the UVM 
approach. And then this, on the 
other side of the coin: the Mayo 
Clinics will not accept advantage 
plan patients. So, there’s a 
debate behind the scenes. And 
one last thing to be aware of: 
whether you’ve decided on an 
Advantage plan, make certain it’s 
your decision. There have been 
complaints about some medical 
personnel just enrolling their 
patients without any consulting.

Fortunately, enrollment is 
moving to closure on Dec. 7.

Heidi Holliger
Vergennes

OneCare isn’t 
working out

In response to Mr. Emerson 
Lynn’s guest editorial “The Peril 
of OneCare’s failure” (Addison 
Independent, Nov. 24), OneCare’s 
failure would hardly impact 
Vermont’s health care because it 
has always been a failure to begin 
with. 

I commend Green Mountain 
Care Board (GMCB) members 
Owen Foster and Thom Walsh for 
their courage to grill OneCare’s 
executives (who bring home nice 
six-fi gure salaries) for evidence 

Foxes on stage
ACTORS WEARING EXPERT makeup are captured during a scene from the Ferrisburgh 

Children’s Theatre production of “The Fantastic Mr. Fox” at Ferrisburgh Central School on Nov. 
18. Pictured, clockwise from bottom left, are Gretchen Hill, Elianna Venables-Vogel, Cici Neffi nger 
and Lydia Paquette. See more photos and story on Page 14A.

Photo by Bill Clark
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As town selectboards and area district school boards put together the 
fi nal pieces of the upcoming fi scal year budgets to be voted on during 
Town Meeting 2023, it’s more important than ever to start focusing on 
ways to stimulate population growth throughout Addison County.

Why? Let’s start with two reasons: 
• First, because school aid is based on a per pupil count, when 

school facilities operate signifi cantly below optimum capacity it’s 
less cost-effi cient. State aid drops, teacher-pupil ratios drop, course 
selection is reduced, yet costs remain high. It’s a downward spiral. And 
what we’re seeing in Vermont, today, is more and more state aid for 
education fl owing to Chittenden County and other urban centers, while 
rural counties see less. As policy it makes sense, but it puts Addison 
County on the losing end of that equation.

• Second, because retail activity in smaller towns has declined 
dramatically in the past few decades (largely due to online shopping), 
towns need a larger population to create an “appropriate” level of 
economic and social vitality. We say “appropriate” because economic 
and social vitality is a relative idea, but if Middlebury residents, for 
instance, want to revive the community vitality of its downtown of 30-
40 years ago (when there were family department stores, a downtown 
hardware, a men’s clothing store, two women’s stores, jewelry stores, a 
hobby shop, two or three active bar/restaurants, and more) a larger and 
more active population is needed. Those same types of services may 
never be replicated, but other activities to generate a similar vitality 
will.

To that end, Middlebury, for instance, might want to envision a 
development plan to reach a population of 12,000 by 2030. 

Admittedly, that would be a staggering amount of growth for rural 
Vermont, but it’s not out of line for what rural states like Montana, 
Colorado, parts of Idaho and Wyoming, Oregon and Washington 
have experienced over the past 20 years, as well as several states in 
the Southeast — and many of those states are increasingly threatened 
by climate change in ways that Vermont is not likely to see (drought 
and fi res in the Rockies and West, and hurricanes and fl ooding in the 
Southeast.)

Ironically, it’s diffi cult for community leaders in Addison County to 
believe growth is likely, or even conceivable. Rural Vermont has seen 
decades of stagnation or decline, so even though Vermont has much to 
offer newcomers it’s hard to bet on a promise.

What’s also true, however, is that we doom our communities to 
continued decline if we don’t build in the prospect of growth. That is, if 
you want to grow, you must lay the foundation to make that happen.

Currently, it’s no secret that our number one problem is lack of 
housing — affordable or otherwise. We just don’t’ have enough. We 
have open jobs that are begging to be fi lled, but no one to take them.

To that end, state, regional and town planners should be working 
smartly to reduce uncertainties for builders (streamline regulations 
and reduce delays), create more affordable scenarios for property 
owners (such as allowing denser housing), and re-examining state 
code requirements to be sure everything we have is necessary and 
not excessive. That applies not just to residential housing, but also 
commercial construction as well as public institutions, like schools. 
(A quick check of how much it will cost Addison Central Supervisory 
Union schools just to come up “to code” on its various buildings is 
truly shocking; see story on Page 1A in today’s Addison Independent. 
Perhaps collective pushback from the school community on the 
ratcheting up of standards is warranted?)

A second problem that limits growth, and furthers the decline in 
student population, is the exorbitant cost of childcare and a shortage 
of available spots. At $15,000-plus annually per child, it’s no wonder 
families are smaller and school population has dropped. 

Two scenarios could help: fi rst, the Legislature needs to revisit the 
stricter regulations on daycare facilities passed in 2014 to study how 
that has impacted cost and to what benefi t; and school districts should 
be encouraged to convert vacant classrooms into daycare facilities that 
offer instruction for a full school day. 

No doubt there are many caveats to the second suggestion (currently 
Vermont’s universal childcare law allows for 10 hours per week of 
free pre-K instruction for kids 3 to kindergarten), but the longer hours 
in an existing school facility is a commonsense solution that serves 
a community need. (The school district serving Woodstock and area 
communities (Windsor Central Supervisory Union) currently offers free 
schooling for kids starting at age 3 for district residents for a full school 
day — a major draw for families in those communities. Just imagine 
how many Chittenden County families might move to Addison County 
(provided we had adequate housing) if Addison County school districts 
offered a similar service.

Yes, taxes would go up to meet those extra childcare services for 
two years prior to Kindergarten, but all three Addison County school 
districts should have adequate existing classroom space, and once a 
family resettled in a district, it’s likely they would stay and create a 
lasting source of state aid for each student K-12.

What’s discouraging is that while all three Addison County school 
districts have been planning for consolidation and closing schools, 
none have sought ways to expand services to attract more students and 
families.

Just as in business, you won’t grow if you plan for decline.
Angelo Lynn
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missed out on another fabulous 
Mount Abe production. If you did 
see it, you know what I’m talking 
about: one more amazing show 
put on by a group that produces 
not only fabulous theater, but a 
fabulous community.

Claire Corkins grew up and 
lives in Bristol and studied Human 
Ecology at College of the Atlantic 
in Maine. After college she worked 
abroad teaching English as a 
second language. She currently 
works with her father in such 
various endeavors as painting 
houses, tiling bathrooms, building 
porches, and fi xing old windows. 
She hikes, reads, plays ice hockey, 
travels, and wishes she could wear 
fl ip fl ops all year round.

Ways
(Continued from Page 4A)

raptors, or endangered species. Is 
this really “best?” 

Trapping BMPs are an 
oxymoron and a misdirection. It is 
an attempt to make an inhumane 
activity sound more acceptable. 
Should we have BMPs for dog 
fi ghting rather than banning it? 

Going forward, I have 
concerns about how FWD 
will report the survey results 
based on the department’s 
past misrepresentations of 
public comment to citizens 
and legislators, as well as my 
own direct experience. It took 
me 16 months of persistent 
communications with the FWD, 
governor’s offi ce, Agency of 
Natural Resources (ANR) and 
an ethics complaint to correct 
inaccurate statements in FWD’s 

Big Game Management Plan 
2020-2030. It was a simple 
request to remove two sentences 
which did not accurately refl ect 
public comment received by 
the department and which did 
not in any way affect the report 
recommendations. Repeated 
contacts with Commissioner 
Herrick on the issue received no 
response. This is all the more 
disturbing because he has said 
that everybody needs to “dial it 
down a bit” on differing views of 
FWD policy. Being ignored most 
assuredly does not dial it down. 

The report was fi nally 
corrected, but not without 
the Governor’s legal counsel 
using the detractors argument 
about “personal insults” and 
“incivility” towards FWD staff. 
In my opinion, FWD’s 16-month 

refusal to remove information in 
a public report that was clearly 
identifi ed to them as inaccurate 
was willful misrepresentation and 
undermining of public trust. I see 
this an ethical lapse. It appears that 
to ANR and the Governor’s offi ce, 
this is maligning FWD’s good 
work. 

Wildlife is held in trust for all 
Vermonters. Gov. Scott recently 
wrote of the need to “listen.” I 
agree. The Governor, FWD and 
legislators need to listen and 
stop dismissing the legitimate 
viewpoints of the majority of 
Vermonters about trapping, and 
act to ban recreational and fur 
trapping. Do we really have too 
many bobcats in Vermont?

Barbara Felitti
Huntington

Felitti letter
(Continued from Page 4A)

that OneCare has done any good 
for Vermonters. As Mr. Lynn’s 
editorial pointed out, Owen 
Foster, the board’s new chair, 
said to OneCare, “Vermonters, 
either through taxpayer-funded 
health care groups, out-of-pocket 
expenses, copays or insurance, 
have borne the bulk of those 
staggering numbers...And for that 
they deserve results.”   

Foster is right. The numbers are 
breathtaking, both for the system 
itself (which is hardly a system, 
but I’ll stay with that word for 
now), and we “deserve results” 
for our money. Our state’s total 
health care tab is something like 
$7 billion, including the billions 
fed into OneCare. What have 
we received for this? Board 

member Thom Walsh asked that 
too: “What I’m struggling to 
fi nd is an outcome that would be 
meaningful to Vermonters, and 
you may be able to say something 
like, ‘reduced (emergency 
department) visits’ ... Those are 
outcome measures that matter to 
patients, and I can’t fi nd them.”  

Walsh can’t fi nd them because 
they’re not there. The overall 
problem with OneCare is not 
that it’s this sparkling new thing 
trying to change our medical 
culture, but that it wasn’t about 
health care in the fi rst place. 
It’s really about business and 
management care. Like HMOs 
and all the other schemes that 
have failed before it, OneCare 
is yet another try at avoiding 
the real reform we need to 

control our costs and cover all 
Vermonters. This is publicly 
funded, universal health care, 
starting with Universal Primary 
Care (UPC) in Vermont. OneCare 
merely twists the same status 
quo into another term and inserts 
more bureaucracy and highly 
paid executives into a system 
already top-heavy with these at 
the expense of front-line staff and 
patient care.  

OneCare’s failure would be 
a vastly welcome benefi t to 
Vermont’s health care. Then, 
perhaps, we could use the billions 
we would save on actual health 
care rather than more business 
and management care. 

Walter Carpenter
Montpelier

Carpenter letter
(Continued from Page 4A)

Choices
(Continued from Page 1A)

A is free for most and Parts B and 
D are often paid for by a deduction 
from one’s Social Security income. 
Medicare allows wide choices 
in health care providers as most 
Vermont providers are covered. 
However it does not cover all the 
costs. There is a deductible as well 
as a copay for services and care. 
Part A deductible is $1,600 and 
there is no copay until certain limits 
are reached. Part B deductible is 
$226 and then there is a 20% copay. 

We are in a period called open 
enrollment when you may choose 
among different options for 
Medicare health care coverage. 
Here are some things to know as 
you make your choices.

Basically, the different parts of 
Medicare you may choose from 
are: 

Part A (Hospital Insurance) 
helps to cover services such as 
inpatient care in hospitals, skilled 
nursing facility care, hospice care, 
home health care, and blood. 

Part B (Medical Insurance) 
helps to cover services 
from doctors and other 
health care providers, 
outpatient care, 
medical equipment, 
and preventative 
services. 

Part D helps to 
cover prescription 
drugs. It is an optional 
benefi t available 
to everyone with 
Medicare. Part D is 
provided by private 
insurance companies that contract 
with Medicare. 

Together, Parts A and B are 
commonly referred to as “Original 
Medicare.” 

After enrolling (or buying 
Medicare), one can purchase 
a “gap” insurance policy that 
covers the difference between 
what hospitals, doctors and 
other providers charge and what 
Medicare pays. It may provide 
additional benefi ts as well. This is 
commonly called MediGap. This 
is sold by commercial insurance 
companies and varies in cost (in 
addition to Medicare premium) 
and how broad the coverage is. 
These policies are regulated by 
the state.
MEDICARE ADVANTAGE 

The other option is to opt out 
of Medicare into a Medicare 
Advantage plan. This is 
commercial insurance that replaces 
Medicare. If you have this, you no 
longer have Medicare but, instead, 
a contract with a commercial 
insurance company. If you choose 
this option, you want to read the 
details of the contract, which 
spell out what benefi ts you will 
receive and who gets to choose 
your providers (either you or the 
insurance company). These policies 
usually provide prescription drug 
insurance. These policies are 
often sold with extra benefi ts not 
available with Original Medicare. 
These can include dental, vision 
and healthy choices like gym 
memberships. The insurance 
company gets to choose the level 
of benefi t and who provides the 
benefi t. The state of Vermont 
reviews and approves these policies 
to be sold in Vermont.

The Vermont Department of 
Financial Regulation offers the 

Head online to 
Medicare.gov 
to research 
available 
prescription 
drug, Medigap 
and Medicare 
Advantage 
plans.

GEORGE FJELD

following tips: 
• Read the fi ne print and don’t 

be fooled by how an ad looks 
or appears. Many websites and 
print ads look like they are from 
Medicare but are not. When 
looking for information about 
Medicare, go to the offi cial website 
at medicare.gov. Websites with 
similar addresses like Medicare.

com, Medicare.org, 
or Medicare.net are 
not offi cial. 

• Don’t believe 
agents who claim to 
work for Medicare, 
or ads that claim 
to offer plans that 
are “sponsored” 
or “endorsed” by 
Medicare. There are 
no Medicare sales 
representatives.

• Hang up on 
unsolicited phone calls trying to 
sell you a Medicare plan. Neither 
insurance companies nor insurance 
agents are permitted to make 
unsolicited Medicare-related calls. 

• Although recent policy changes 
allow Medicare Advantage plans 
to offer benefi ts that aren’t health-
related to enrollees with certain 
chronic conditions, insurance 
agents can’t guarantee that you will 
be eligible for those benefi ts before 
you enroll. 

• Don’t give out your personal 
information over the phone to 
someone who tells you that you 
must provide information to keep 
your Medicare coverage. 

If you see or hear a Medicare 
Supplement advertisement or 
solicitation that you think is 
deceptive, misleading or a scam, 
report it to the department by email 
at dfr.insuranceinfo@vermont.gov 
or by phone toll-free at 1-800-964-
1784. You can report a Medicare 
Advantage-related concern at 
1-800-MEDICARE and ftc.gov/
complaint. 

Medicare has a website, 
medicare.gov, that has tools to help 
choose health and prescription 
drug plans. It is relatively easy 
to use and includes all the plans 
approved in the state of Vermont.
THINK AHEAD

When choosing, it’s important 
to consider your present health 
condition and future needs. 
High-need individuals — 
think cancer, heart disease or 
dementia — generally fare better 
with Original Medicare and a 
substantial Medigap policy as 
well as Part D prescription drug 
coverage. Delaying enrollment in 
a prescription drug plan will result 
in permanently increased prices 
when you do enroll. 

Medicare Advantage plans 
generally are less expensive and 
best for people with low-impact 
chronic disease or are healthy 
and can take advantage of the 
additional options provided. They 
are not portable and are location 
dependent (you must change plans 
if you move). For this reason, they 
are usually not ideal for snowbirds 
i.e.: those who travel south in the 
winter (although some do have 
nationwide coverage, usually for 
an additional premium). 

Plans can be changed during 
open enrollment which ends 
Dec. 7 this year. You can opt out 
of a Medicare Advantage plan 
and back into Original Medicare 
anytime during the fi rst year and 
then during open enrollment in 
subsequent years. There is no 
penalty for switching unless you 
didn’t have prescription drug 
coverage.

—————
Dr. George Fjeld, MD, of 

Brandon retired last year. He 
practiced family medicine, in 
Brandon for 37 years.

You can reach us at
news@addisonindependent.com

email us:

Letters to the editor
The Addison Independent encourages readers to write 

letters to the editor. We believe a newspaper should be a 
community forum for people to debate issues of the day

Because we believe that accountability makes for 

responsible debate, we will print signed letters only. Be sure to 
include an address and telephone number, too, so we can call to 
clear up any questions.

If you have something to say, send it to: Letters to the Editor, 
Addison Independent, 58 Maple St., Middlebury, VT 05753. Or 
email to news@addisonindependent.com
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FUNERAL HOMES

BRISTOL
802-453-2301

VERGENNES
802-877-3321

brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com

If you want a monument - get it from a monument dealer!

Celebrating 92 years | 1930-2022

57 Main St., New Haven   |   802-453-3433 
CleggsMemorials.com    |   info@cleggsmemorials.com

WE DO OUR OWN
Dra� ing  •  Lettering  •  Sandblast 

Cleaning   •   Foundations
Setting  •  Restoration

EXPERIENCE  |  QUALITY  |  VALUE

Family owned and operatedFamily owned and operated
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service monument companyservice monument company
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BARRE 
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ASSOCIATION
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MEMBER

From humble beginnings based on affordable, 
trustworthy services, we have grown into a reliable 
resource your family can depend on. Rooted in our 
traditions, we stay firmly connected to the families 

we serve and the care we provide. We continue 
serving all faiths and all families in the only way we 

know how — by staying true to our heritage.

Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral Home  
117 South Main St. Middlebury, VT  

802-388-2311
sandersonfuneralservice.com

Where Our Roots Are Planted

TRADITION

ObituariesADDISON
COUNTY

Terry Harold Kline, 85, of Middlebury
MIDDLEBURY — Terry Harold 

Kline, 85, was born May 12, 
1937, in Wayland, N.Y., to parents 
William C. Kline and Hazel Carney 
Kline. He passed away peacefully 
surrounded by family on Nov. 22, 
2022, in Middlebury, Vt. He was 
predeceased by his older brother 
Richard Carney of Dansville, N.Y.

Terry grew up in Dansville, 
in western N.Y., where he met 
his wife, Dottie. He graduated 
from Dansville High School in 
1955. Terry was a very successful 
athlete, captain of the football 
and basketball teams, a two-year 
county singles tennis champion 
and senior class president. Terry 
spent four years in the U.S. Air 
Force after high school. He earned 
his Associate degree at Alfred 
Ag Tech and bachelor’s degree at 
Alfred University after many years 
of night school while working 
fulltime. He spent most of his 
career (35 years) in banking. 

In 1978, Terry accepted a job as 
President of First Brandon National 
Bank and moved the family from 
western New York to Brandon, 
Vt. He retired from the Brandon 
Bank in 1997 and spent most of his 
retirement doing independent trust 
and estate work for the Vermont 
state and county court systems 
and for numerous friends and 
acquaintances.

TERRY HAROLD KLINE

In 2015 Terry and Dottie moved 
from their 18th-century home on 
Park Street in Brandon to EastView 
at Middlebury. Terry loved the 
EastView community and served 
on the board’s finance committee 
for several years. He leaves 
many close friends at EastView, 
including many furry friends who 
were also friends of his longtime 
favorite four-legged companion, 
Henri, his French bulldog (AKA 
the “Mayor of EastView”). Henri 
left this world on Feb. 14, 2022, 
and is greatly missed by many.

Terry is survived by his wife, 
Dottie Gray Kline. They were 
married for 63 years (married on 
Valentine’s Day 1959); children 

Mark R. Kline of Rochester, 
N.H., Molly K. Merkert (Fred) 
of Brandon, Vt., and Doug Kline 
(Annette) of Darien, Conn.;  
grandchildren Douglas Merkert 
(Karen) of Sudbury, Emily Merkert 
Pearl of Leicester, Ben Merkert 
(Aimee) of Hinesburg, Gray Kline 
of New York City, Camilla Kline 
of Atlanta, Ga.; Addison Kline of 
St. Louis, Mo., and Thea Kline of 
Darien, Conn. He also leaves one 
great-grandchild, Ronan Merkert 
of Hinesburg.

Per Terry’s wishes there will 
be no formal service. In lieu of 
flowers, donations can be made 
in Terry’s memory to any of the 
following organizations that were 
near and dear to his heart:

EastView at Middlebury in 
honor of Terry Kline to benefit 
future residents of this nonprofit 
senior living and longterm care 
community. C/o Connie Leach, 
Executive Director, Eastview 
at Middlebury, 100 Eastview 
Terrace, Middlebury VT 05753, 
(802) 989-7500, or cleach@
eastviewmiddlebury.com.Addison 
County Home Health and Hospice: 
https://www.achhh.org/, or 
Homeward Bound — Addison 
County’s Humane Society: www.
homewardboundanimals.org/.

Miller & Ketcham Funeral Home 
of Brandon is assisting the family.◊

BURLINGTON — Sharry 
Underwood was born in Harrisburg, 
Pa., on May 4, 1922. Sharry received 
her bachelor’s degree in theater 
from Syracuse University, followed 
by her master’s degree in dance 
from Texas Woman’s University.

A self-proclaimed rebel, Sharry 
ran away from home to pursue 
her life’s greatest passion: dance. 
Sharry’s skill and devotion to her 
craft led her to Jacob’s Pillow in the 
Berkshires, where she studied with 
modern dance legends such as Ruth 
St. Denis and Ted Shawn. Soon 
after, Sharry’s exceptional talent led 
her to New York City, where she 
performed as a principal dancer on 
the great Broadway stage in Times 
Square and toured throughout the 
United States.

One summer, Sharry left the 
bustling streets of New York City 
to teach choreography in the Green 
Mountain state of Vermont. As fate 
would have it, that very summer 
Sharry would meet the love of her 
life and wonderful husband, the 
honorable Vermont supreme court 
judge Wynn Underwood. Sharry 
and Wynn moved to Middlebury, 
Vt., in the early 1950s and were 
married for 58 years until Wynn’s 
passing in 2005.

A modern woman, particularly 
for the 1950s, Sharry raised five 
children while continuing to 
manage her dynamic dance career. 
Sharry regularly incorporated her 
five children into her imaginative 

SHARRY TRAVER UNDERWOOD

productions, teaching them a variety 
of styles from ballroom to modern 
ballet.

As an ambassador for Vermont’s 
dance community, Sharry also 
worked as a dance critic for Dance 
Magazine and The Burlington Free 
Press. Ceaseless in her advocacy 
for the importance of dance, Sharry 
left an indelible mark on Vermont’s 
dance and theater community. She 
will forever be remembered as a 
vital and accomplished Vermont 
dance pioneer.

At 100 years old, Sharry passed 
away on Thursday, Sept. 22, 2022, 
in Burlington — a city she grew 
to deeply cherish. Sharry Traver 
Underwood is survived by her 
beloved children: Sky Underwood 
Cardile, Joel Traver Underwood, 
Andrea Jones, Darcy Carter and 

Hillary Underwood.
Sharry was a woman of action 

in every sense of the word. With 
a strong sense of self and a deep 
understanding of what was most 
important in life, she never wavered 
in her commitment to be the best she 
could be. A treasured wife, mother, 
grandmother, great-grandmother 
and dancer, Sharry will be forever 
loved, forever missed and never 
forgotten. We know she is dancing 
with her beloved husband among 
the stars.

Memorial services are planned 
for Spring 2023 in Burlington, 
Vt. In lieu of flowers, donations 
can be made in her name to either 
The Flynn Theater (https://cart.
f lynnvt .org/donate/q/donate) 
or Jacob’s Pillow (https://www.
jacobspillow.org/support/).◊

Sharry Traver Underwood, 100, formerly of Middlebury

Jerilyn Ann LaDuc, 81, longtime Addison County resident
RUTLAND — Jerilyn Ann 

LaDuc, 81, passed away peacefully 
Wednesday evening, Nov. 23, 
2022, at Rutland Regional Medical 
Center after a brief illness. 

Known as Jeri, she was born 
Oct. 26, 1941, in Troy, N.H., the 
daughter of Everett and Pauline 
(Rocheleau) Williams. The family 
moved to Cornwall, Vt., around 
1943, where Jeri attended local 
schools and graduated from 
Middlebury Union High School 
class of 1961.

Jeri enjoyed camping, traveling, 
fishing, Bingo, embroidering and 
spending time with family and 
friends. 

She is survived by her two sons, 
Robert LaDuc (Judy) of Castleton 
and Eric LaDuc of Shelburne; by 
her sister Donnalee Many (Paul) of 
Middlebury; by her grandchildren, 
Alexandra Brodeur, John LaDuc, 
Zane LaDuc, Zackary LaDuc, and 

JERILYN ANN LADUC

Zander LaDuc; by a very special 
lady, Colette Brown, of Great Falls, 
Mt., who Jeri considered a daughter 
of her heart, and her parents Tom 
and Bella Cote, of Great Falls, Mt.; 
and by several nieces, nephews and 
cousins. 

Jeri is predeceased by her parents; 
by her husband, John A. LaDuc; by 
her sister, Claudene Slack; by her 
three brothers, Michael, Phillip 
and Douglas Williams; and by two 
infant sons, Eric Martin and Barry 
L.E. Harris. 

A Mass of Christian burial will 
be celebrated on Wednesday, Nov. 
30, 2022, at 11 a.m., at St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church, Middlebury, 
with the Rev. Luke Austin as the 
celebrant. 

Burial will be in St. Genevieve 
Cemetery in Shoreham.

Memorial contributions may be 
made to the Foley Cancer Center 
at 160 Allen St., Rutland, VT 
05701 or to the St. Jude Children’s 
Hospital.  

Arrangements are under the 
direction of the Ducharme Funeral 
Home Inc. Online condolences at 
www.ducharmefuneralhome.com. 
◊

By JEN WEIMER
For many of us, this season 

involves hunting, gathering, and 
preparing for a long, cold winter. 
This often includes stacking (or 
restacking) the firewood that’s been 
seasoning while we enjoyed the laid-
back, warmer months of summer. 
Humans have used wood as a source 
of heat since they learned to control 
fire more than a million years ago. 
For many in the Northeast, it’s 
a secondary, cost-effective, and 
efficient way to heat our homes. In 
addition to home heating, firewood 
is often a component of camping 
and recreating. Moving firewood, 
however — whether for home 
heating or camp site ambiance — 
can spread exotic invasive pests and 
cause harm to the forest. 

One notable example is the 
emerald ash borer, an invasive 
insect easily transported in 
firewood, which has killed hundreds 
of millions of ash trees in the United 

The Independent will publish paid obituaries and free notices of passing. Paid obituaries 
cost 25 cents per word and will be published, as submitted, on the date of the family’s 
choosing. For those who do not wish to purchase an obituary, the Independent offers a 
free notice of passing up to 100 words, subject to editing by our news department. Photos 
(optional) with either paid obituaries or free notices cost $10 per photo. Obituaries may be 
emailed to obits@addisonindependent.com.

Submissions must be received by 11 a.m. on Wednesday for publication in the Thursday 
paper. Email obits@addisonindependent.com or call 802-388-4944 for more information.

Obituary Guidelines
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The

Prevent spreading pests through firewood
States since it was introduced to 
Michigan from Asia in 
2002. This wood boring 
insect spends most of 
its life cycle as larvae 
developing within ash 
trees. The larvae survive 
in the wood and emerge 
as adults within 1 to 2 
years, even after a tree has died or 
been cut down. Therefore, when 
firewood infested with emerald 
ash borer or other wood borers is 
moved, the insects are moved with 
it and can create new infestations. 

Other invasive pests moved with 
firewood include insects that lay 
eggs on trees, such as spongy moth, 
winter moth, and spotted lanternfly. 
These egg masses will overwinter 
on unburned firewood and hatch 
the following year. Additionally, 
pathogens that cause tree diseases 
such as sudden oak death, oak wilt, 
laurel wilt, and thousand cankers 
disease can travel in firewood.

Surveys of out-
of-state campers at 
New Hampshire state 
campgrounds found 
that many brought 
firewood from home, 
traveling from as far 
away as California and 
Florida. With the price 
of campground firewood 
often as much as a dollar a 
stick, it’s understandable 
why many campers 
grab leftover wood from 
their wood piles or pack 
up the tree that’s been 
lying in the yard since 
it died. But the cost of 
moving infested wood 
can be much greater, 
both ecologically and 
economically. 

The U.S. Department 
of Agriculture estimates 
that exotic pests cost 

some $40 billion a year in lost crop 
and forest production. 
Emerald ash borer 
alone has already 
cost municipalities, 
homeowners, plant 
nurseries, and forest 
product industries 
hundreds of millions of 

dollars. The USDA also estimates 
that damage from wood boring 
insects costs local governments 
throughout the country $1.7 billion 
and homeowners nearly $830 
million in lost residential property 
values annually. To help curb 
this loss, many states regulate the 
movement of firewood — including 
wood of all species and log lengths 
meant to be used as fuel — across 
state lines. 

There are several steps consumers 
can take to ensure they are not 
violating state regulations and 
that their wood is not contributing 
to the spread of invasive pests. 
These include using local firewood 
for home heating and buying 
certified heat-treated wood 
when transporting firewood long 
distances. One source to help locate 
local wood is the Firewood Scout 
website (firewoodscout.org), where 
you can find firewood by entering 
the location of your residence or 
camping destination. 

Other sources of local wood 
include wood banks, which provide 
firewood for those in need. There 
are several wood banks in towns 
throughout the Northeast. Check 
your local state forestry or extension 
office for locations or visit 
firewoodbanks.org. When it comes 
to firewood, local refers to the closest 
source available to a destination. A 
general rule of thumb adopted by 
some states is to not move firewood 
more than 50 miles, unless it is heat 
treated. Certified heat-treated wood 
is dried in a kiln for a specified time 
and temperature, which lowers the 
moisture content in the wood and 
kills pests. In states that do not allow 
out-of-state firewood, certified kiln 
dried wood is legal and safe to 
move. To find state regulations, visit 
the Don’t Move Firewood website 
(dontmovefirewood.org). 

This firewood season you can 
help protect the trees you love by 
spreading the word, not the pests.

Jen Weimer is a forest health 
expert, photographer, and writer 
living in the forests of New 
Hampshire. Illustration by Adelaide 
Murphy Tyrol. The Outside Story 
is assigned and edited by Northern 
Woodlands magazine and sponsored 
by the Wellborn Ecology Fund of 
the New Hampshire Charitable 
Foundation: www.nhcf.org.
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Michael Jackman, 50 Years Experience 
David Wimett, 37 Years Experience
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2668 Route 7 • Leicester, VT 05733 • wimetttradingco@gmail.com

Wimett Trading Company
at the Big White Barn in Leicester
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2010 HONDA RIDGELINE RTL
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2015 FORD ESCAPE TITANIUM,
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2014 SUBARU OUTBACK LIMITED,
AWD, leather, loaded109k miles

$16,995

2021 GMC SIERRA ELEVATION,
XTD Cab, 5.3, V8, loaded,88k miles

$34,995
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2018 CHEVY SILVERADO CREW,
4X4, V8, Loaded,101k miles

$28,995
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173 Court Street, Middlebury, VT
EmiloVTRealEstate.com | 802.388.4440-office

Roxanna Emilo, Broker/Realtor/Owner  | 802.349.9837 - cell
emilovtrealestate@gmail.com

Christine Fraioli, Realtor  | 802.989.2234 - cell  | 802.453.6416 - office 
cfvt@gmavt.net

Let Us Sell or Find Your Roost!

34 MAIN ST., 
SUITE 1

VERGENNES,
VT 05491

(802) 870-7170

 

Ready to HearReady to Hear
for thefor the

HolidaysHolidays  

Don’t miss out!
Schedule your Free 15 Minute 

Consultation Today!
All major insurances are accepted.
Including: Green Mountain Health, 

TruHearing, Nations Hearing, Amplifon,
Hearing Care Solutions and
United Healthcare Hearing.
We service ALL makes

and models of hearing aids

Rifle season
(Continued from Page 1A)

challenge 2020’s record total of 
1,745. The next best totals of 1,345 
in 2018 and 1,324 in 2019 are in 
reach.

Fish & Wildlife Deer & Moose 
Project Leader Nick Fortin said 
the county’s results were tracking 
overall early returns around 
Vermont.

“Statewide things look pretty 
good. I think we’re almost certainly 
going to be up from last year,” 
Fortin said.
BIG BUCKS

Certainly, hunters brought down 
plenty of trophy bucks. Names 
of hunters from Buxton’s Store 
and details of their bucks from the 
final 14 days of the season were 
not available before deadline on 
Wednesday and will be published in 
the Dec. 8 edition and added to the 
online edition of this story as soon 
as possible. Fortin provided the 
season totals for Buxton’s.

The Independent will publish all 
bow and muzzleloader results in a 
complete wrap-up later this month.

In the final 14 days of rifle season, 
pending Buxton’s results, Kevin 
Kayhart’s 231-pound, 10-pointer 
he shot in Waltham stands as the 
largest buck weighed in the county 
during rifle season. 

Also in those two weeks, Mark 
Reginbald shot a 202-pound, 
8-pointer in Orwell, and two hunters 
shot 199-pound, 8-pointers, Leon 
Demers in New Haven and Jeremie 
Butterfield in Middlebury.

Three bucks taken on opening 
weekend tipped the scales at over 200 
pounds, all in the southern half of the 
county:  Tyler Hotte’s 203-pound, 
4-pointer taken in Cornwall; Joseph 
Russell, 202-pound, 8-pointer shot 
in Orwell; and Ramsey Bronson’s 
202-pound, 6-pointer brought down 
in Shoreham.

Possibly the best blend of points 
and pounds shot in the first two days 
was the 198-pound, 11-pointer Kyle 
Delabruere took in Starksboro.  

Five more hunters in the final 
two weeks shot deer with 10-point 
racks that weighed at least 170 
pounds: Chris Hanson, 197 pounds, 
Orwell; Eugene Aube, 174 pounds, 
New Haven; Emily Heywood, 
173 pounds, Shoreham; Geoffrey 
Lavallette, 172 pounds, Monkton; 
Rogan Jackman, 170 pounds, 
Ferrisburgh; and Pamela Lathrop, 
170 pounds, Starksboro.

Dozens of other hunters brought 
down deer with trophy-worthy 10-, 
9- and 8-point racks. 

All those deer were weighed 
at Rack ’N Reel, Vermont Field 
Sports, Buxton’s Store, West 
Addison and Lincoln general stores, 
or C&S Hunting Supplies.

Bruno, Buels Gore, 116-3; Jason 
Lucia, Lincoln, 112-3; Ethan Wener, 
Ripton, 95-2; Dustin Haselton, 
Huntington, 138-6; and Abaigeal 
Lundy, Lincoln, 109-2.

Also, Carlyle Holcomb, 
Huntington, 138-6; Nathaniel 
Reynolds, Benson, 140-4; Kyle 
Cousino, Bristol, 131-4; Justin 
Lucia, Lincoln, 166-7; Anthony 
Miller, Cornwall, 127-4; Aaron 
Thomas, Starksboro, 161-5; Ty 
Combs, Lincoln, 109-2; Joey 
Mashia, Lincoln, 114-2; Mark 
Cousino, New Haven, 168-7; 
Benjamin Shepard, Lincoln, 137-4; 
and Brett Flegenheimer, Lincoln, 
108-2.

Also, Louis Bennett, Starksboro, 
110-3; Nancy Lowell, Huntington, 
110-6; Bradley Palmer, Charlotte, 
184-5; Violet Whitcomb, Bristol, 
133-5; Jody Brown, Bristol, 133-4; 
Wilder Wheelock, Lincoln, 146-4; 
Thomas Millette, Lincoln, 132-4; 
Alan Clark, Lincoln, 105-3; Austin 
Lafayette, Lincoln, 166-7; Tod 
Sisco, Starksboro, 153-4; and Brian 
Donnelly, Lincoln, 106-3. 
WEST ADDISON GENRAL  

Lewis Nottonson, Cornwall, 100-
4; Joshua Ramon, Ripton, 106-1; 
Patrick Coyle, Ferrisburgh, 115-4; 
Dana Kamencik, Addison, 117-6; 
Charles Ringer, Panton, 121-10; 
Richard Shimel, Bridport, 124-5; 
Bryan Nolan, Addison, 125-4; Scott 
Curtis, Monkton, 128-4; Jeremy 
Markwell, Goshen, 135-6; Quinton 
Brown, Cornwall, 138-4; Nicholas 
Madison, Shoreham, 140-3, and 
Raymond Cousineau, Addison, 
140-8.

Also, Kara Bradford, Addison, 
143-6; Geoffrey Grant, Panton, 
144-6; Lance Fleming, Addison, 
150-6; Charles Bradford, Addison, 
151-4; Wendy Mason, Shoreham, 
160-7; Kevin Sullivan, Ferrisburgh, 
165-4; Jason Hatch, Ferrisburgh, 
165-8; Michael Quesnel, Bridport, 
170-8; Emily Heywood, Shoreham, 
173-10; Russell Bishop, Cornwall, 
173-8; and Joshua Cousineau, 197-
8. 
VERMONT FIELD SPORTS 

Kathryn Newton, New Haven 
197-7; Mark Torrey, Addison, 
183-7; Dennis Smith, Middlebury, 
182-8; Justin Seguin, Weybridge, 
180-6; Scott Fitzgerald, Ripton, 
177-6; Robert James, Weybridge, 
176-7; Calvin Loven, Cornwall, 
175-9; Shane Ellis, Leicester, 175-
8; Charles Holbrook, Leicester, 
175-8; Debbie Goodrich, Salisbury, 
165-5; and Hailey Quenneville, 
Weybridge, 160-4.

Also, Peter Mackey, Salisbury, 
160-8; Brad Lambert, Cornwall, 
156-7; Morgan Laroche, Salisbury, 
156-8; Scott Bouton, Shoreham, 
155-8; Gene Torrey, Salisbury, 155-
3; Cullen Hathaway, Middlesex, 

155-6; Nathan Peck, Ripton, 152-4; 
Philip Cyr, Weybridge, 152-7; 
Matthew Murphy, Waltham, 152-7; 
Derek St. George, Salisbury, 150-4; 
James Whitley, Weybridge, 149-4; 
and Benjamin Nop, Ripton, 147-4.

Also, Cooper Thompson, 
Leicester, 147-7; Riker Billings, 
New Haven, 147-7; Ryan McLean, 
Bridport, 144-4; Aaron Paquette, 
Ripton, 144-2; John Fleury, Ripton, 
142-4; Matthew Slocum, Ripton, 
138-5; Charles Morris, New Haven, 
138-5; Emily Sherman, Bristol, 
138-3; Hans Bruning, Middlebury, 
135-4; Thomas Hobbs, Leicester, 
135-4; Charles Sargent, Weybridge, 
134-4; and Jesse Otis, Middlebury, 
133-4.

Also, Travys Cousino, Monkton, 
130-8; Ethan Lawrence, Shoreham, 
127-3; John Vaudrien, Ripton, 
127-3; Robert Leggett, Middlebury, 
125-4; Kristopher McDonald, 
Salisbury, 124-3; David Morris, 
Leicester, 117-5; Derek Raymond, 
Brandon, 117-4; Gary English, 
Middlebury, 115-2; Paul Deering, 
Bridport, 115-3; Tyler Bougor, 
Middlebury, 108-3; Dean Rheaume, 
Salisbury, 105-4; and John Merrill, 
Richmond, 103-3.
RACK ’N REEL  

Rogan Jackman, Ferrisburgh, 
170-10; Daniel Bushey, Addison, 
112-3; Jason Barnard, Starksboro, 
156-10; John Lucia, New Haven, 
126-6; Jacob Lathrop, Lincoln, 149-
6; Leon Demers, New Haven, 131-
4; Joshua Baldwin, New Haven, 
135-6; Dylan Ouellette, Lincoln, 
97-3; Miles Shorey, Ferrisburgh, 
107-2; Derek Campbell, Addison, 
163-6; Benjamin Comai, Charlotte, 
94-4; and Tyler Utter, Charlotte, 
130-8.

Also, Philip Hardway, 
Addison, 150-8; Jessica Laughlin, 
Ferrisburgh, 138-7; John O’Brien, 
Shelburne, 112-3; John Mohan, 
Waltham, 138-4; Mark Bedell, 
Starksboro, 92-2; Jody Conant, 
Cornwall, 180-8; Bruce Smith, 
Monkton, 112-4; Addison Norris, 
Monkton, 126-4; Randy Cameron, 
Ferrisburgh, 177-6; Howard 
Hunter, Hinesburg, 125-7; Timothy 
Aube, Jericho, 167-8; and Shawn 
Lathrop, Starksboro, 125-5.

Also, Andrea Lavallette, 
Hinesburg, 160-5; Corey Hutchins, 
Ferrisburgh, 191-8; Kelsey 
Klauzenberg, Weybridge, 131-8; 
Trent Roleau, Bristol, 164-9; Brian 
Heffernan, Starksboro, 116-6; 
Eugene Vansteamburg, Monkton, 
110-4; Jody Conant, Weybridge, 
171-8; Steven Aruzza, Huntington, 
148-6; Scott Heath, Starksboro, 123-
6; Timothy Paquette, Shoreham, 
109-4; and Jason Garvey, Charlotte, 
124-5.

Also, David Gagnon, New 
Haven, 156-3; Dyllinger Higbee, 
Monkton, 147-3; Lorri Terrier, 
Charlotte, 163-8; Jack Bodington, 
Goshen, 103-2; Rusty Conant, 
Lincoln, 116-6; Peter Funk, 
Cornwall, 142-6; Patrick Deering, 
Ripton, 109-2; Jonathan Rowe, 
Bristol, 103-3; David Hurlburt, 
Monkton, 126-5; Daniel Bourgeois, 
Hinesburg, 126-8; Dylan Barrows, 
Waltham, 173-6; and Adam Paquin, 
Panton, 163-9.

Also, Adam Whitcomb, 
Starksboro, 122-4; Peter Lewis, 
Ripton, 109-2; Daniel Heath, 
Bristol, 137-4; Ian Bayliss, 
Weybridge, 117-8; Jeffrey Jerger, 
New Haven, 152-8; Pierre Laroche, 
Cornwall, 169-5; Joseph Martin, 

Charlotte, 141-8; Klancy Dunbar, 
Weybridge, 154-4; Michel Latreille, 
Monkton, 145-6; Chelsa Ouellette, 
Ferrisburgh, 106-4; Justin Stone, 
New Haven, 86-4; and Dylan 
Stearns, Weybridge, 158-8.

Also, Stephen White, 
Middlebury, 155-9; Gavin Graves, 
Waltham, 115-4; Adam Paquette, 
Addison, 125-6; Eugene Bradford, 
Ferrisburgh, 152-8; Kyle Armell, 
Monkton, 107-6; Daren Muzzy, 
Ferrisburgh, 143-6; Joshua 
Sherman, Middlebury, 128-6; 
Tupper Hinsdale, Ferrisburgh, 128-
6; Andrew Raymond, Ferrisburgh, 
104-3; James Ball, New Haven, 
151-6; Stanton Pratt, New Haven, 
100-3; and Phil Livingston, New 
Haven, 133-7.

Also, James Malcolm, 
Middlebury 106-5; Lyle Webb, 
Ripton, 175-8; Debra Bessette, 
Ferrisburgh, 119-5; John Coyle, 
Monkton, 155-5; Timothy Yandow, 
Ferrisburgh, 119-5; Caleb Boise, 
New Haven, 156-4; Joshua 
Hurlburt, Monkton, 149-4; Calvin 
Kennett, Manchester, 140-7; Eli 
Paquin, Panton, 140-4; Alicia 
Gendreau, Monkton, 170-7; 
Nicholas Thomann, Ferrisburgh, 
105-4; and Michael Kenyon, 
Bristol, 102-3.

Also, Chris Gordon, Bridport, 
144-5; Dhyan Nirmegh, Starksboro, 
160-6; Patrick Blaise, New Haven, 
145-4; Todd Dorr, Salisbury, 134-7; 
Joseph Bell, Cornwall, 111-3; Kyle 
Bedell, Waitsfield, 147-8; Bruce 
Perlee, New Haven, 147-5; Tony 
Bushey, Ferrisburgh, 141-5; Seth 
Kittredge, Bristol, 111-3; Daniel 
Euber, New Haven, 139-7; Joseph 
Dragon, Ripton, 131-5; Dustin 
Wright, Weybridge, 147-9; and 
Jared Hubbell, New Haven, 140-3.

Also, Brody Barnard, Starksboro, 
140-5; Conrad Marsano, Monkton, 
148-4; Brent Newton, New Haven, 
181-6; Paris Rinder-Goddard, 
Middlebury, 120-6; Levi Cogger, 
Ferrisburgh, 114-3; Nick Jennings, 
Starksboro, 187-8; Jeffrey Haddock, 
Williston, 107-5; Matthew DeBlois, 
Ferrisburgh, 137-7; Jeremy Lattrell, 
Lincoln, 157-7; Matthew Norton, 
Addison, 119-2; and Eric Boise, 
New Haven, 149-7.

Also, Biena Flynn, Waltham, 
126-6; Daniel Bahrenberg, 
Ferrisburgh, 157-4; Patrick Hendee, 
Starksboro, 182-9; Christopher 
Coffey, Monkton, 137-7; David 
Schmidt, Starksboro, 115-4; 
Matthew Sweeney, Bridport, 144-5; 
Josh Roscoe, Starksboro, 127-4; 

TOM STEVENS, RIGHT, shown with friend Duncan Tilford, shot this 
185-pound buck with an 8-point rack in Ripton on Nov. 12.

Photo courtesy of Vermont Field Sports

LYLE WEBB WAS dumping a load of wood when he saw this 
trophy-worthy 8-point buck on his Ripton property and shot it. The 
buck weighed 175 pounds.

Independent photo/John S. McCright

JORDAN STEARNS TOOK this 143-pound buck with an exceptional 
8-point rack in Middlebury and had it weighed at C&S Shooting 
Sports. Reportedly the rack had a 22.5-inch span. 

Photo courtesy of Vermont Field Sports

The following hunters were 
successful over the final two weeks 
of rifle season. They are listed with 
town of kill, pounds and points:
C&S HUNTING SUPPLIES

Sydney Provencher, Middlebury, 
142 pounds-3 points; Caleb 
Shepard, Salisbury, 145-6; Richard 
Miller, Middlebury, 149-8; Steven 
Ploof, Middlebury, 161-6; Edgar 
Butterfield, Middlebury, 122-8; 
Raymond Germain Jr., Panton, 
167-8; Carl Murray, Ripton, 100-2; 
Daniel Bishop, Middlebury, 145-8; 
Donald Brown, Middlebury, 100-
2; Amistice Ryan, Ripton, 97-2; 
Colin Foster, Middlebury, 150-7; 
Wendy Garrow, Ripton, 125-2; 
Jordan Stearns, Middlebury, 143-8; 
Raymond Germain, Bristol, 131-3. 

C&S also reported one successful 
Youth Weekend hunter: Cody 
Warner, Middlebury, doe, 101. 
LINCOLN GENERAL STORE  

Craig Cheever, Lincoln, 132-5; 
Eric LaRose, Lincoln, 115-2; Daniel 
Shepard, Lincoln, 123-4; Brandon 
Thibault, Huntington, 117-3; Larry 
Orvis, Starksboro, 128-4; Burton 
Shangraw, Starksboro, 115-2; 
Sarah Acker, Lincoln, 149-6; Jody 
Atkins, Lincoln, 140-4; David Lee, 
Starksboro, 128-5; Gerard Thibault, 
Huntington, 151-8; Robert Cote, 
Huntington, 139-4; and Edward 
Lafayette, 85-2.

Also, Hannah Stirewalt, 
Starksboro, 90-2; Brian Norris, 
Lincoln, 105-2; Nathan Wallace-
Gusakov, Starksboro, 135-5; Ben 
Freund, Lincoln, 123-2; Roger 
Brace, Lincoln, 106-2; Dennis 
Filion, Montgomery, 110-1; Jay 
Lestage, Huntington, 112-5; Abram 

(See Deer, Page 8A)
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Letters to Santa
Kids! Send us your letter to Santa  
and we’ll print it in our paper

so Santa himself can see!

Be sure to include a return address, or email
and send your letter to:

Santa, c/o Addison Independent
58 Maple St., Middlebury, VT 05753

 You can also email your letter to
news@addisonindependent.com,

submit it on our website, or

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

Letters received by Monday, 
December 19th may be 

published with names in our  
December 22nd edition.

deliver it to our office
in the Marble Works, Middlebury 

Deer
(Continued from Page 7A)

William O’Bryan, Ferrisburgh, 156-
8; Nelson O’Bryan, Ferrisburgh, 
127-5; Ray Martin, Bristol, 138-6; 
and Mark Livingston, New Haven, 
153-7.

Also, Owen Bromley, Starksboro, 
125-6; Jamison Bannister, Addison, 
145-8; Mitchell Jackman, Waltham, 
151-4; Bruce Putnam, Panton, 170-
7; Joseph McGuire, Hinesburg, 163-
8; John Dugan, Ferrisburgh, 163-6; 
Tabitha Vincent, New Haven, 145-
8; Tom Roorda, Starksboro, 120-1; 
Matt Leonard, Ferrisburgh, 122-8; 
Michael Aruzza, Huntington, 179-
6; Siera Miller, Ferrisburgh, 128-4; 
and Bradley Hill, Bristol, 185-8.

Also, Roderick Cole, Ferrisburgh, 
114-4; David Livingston, Bristol, 
179-6; Phillip Stearns, Addison, 
147-8; Thomas Charnley, Monkton, 
147-6; Jonathan Martin, Middlebury, 
133-3; Charlie Hahn, Richmond, 
152-8; John Chamberlain, Bristol, 
155-5; Carter Harvey, Charlotte, 

163-10; Benjamin Emmons, 
Starksboro, 142-7; Anthony 
Andrews, Warren, 159-7; Danny 
Grace, Bristol, 113-2; and Jonathan 
Duckworth, Bristol, 120-6.

Also, Allan Mackenzie, Brandon, 
178-8; Donald Sisters, Ferrisburgh, 
151-4; Alexander Newton, 
Waltham, 130-6; Larry Butler, 
New Haven, 138-6; Ryan Mobbs, 
Hinesburg, 171-9; Zachary Wood, 
New Haven, 174-4; Brent Jocelyn, 
Bristol, 100-2; Eugene Aube, New 
Haven, 174-10; Peter Pizzagalli, 
Huntington, 168-5; Kenneth 
Robertson, Richmond, 173-4; and 
Matthew Marcelle, Bristol, 115-4.

Also, Brad Bassett, New Haven, 
119-7; John Palmer, New Haven, 
139-5; Sally Torrey, Ferrisburgh, 
141-8; Keith Addison, Bristol, 120-
4; Jeffrey Small, Jericho, 110-4; 
Robin Campbell, Addison, 162-4; 
Alan Bessette, New Haven, 193-5; 
Keith Betourney, Bridport, 129-4; 
Kevin Kayhart, Waltham, 231-10; 

25% of the substitutes it needed 
in November. The Vergennes-area 
district is advertising and searching 
for a long-term substitute for a 
Special Education position and a 
second-grade teacher, and it has 
been doing so since September.

It has had four unfilled 
paraeducators jobs since last year, 
and is currently advertising for two 
of them. Plus three maintenance jobs 
have been looking for workers since 
last year and two more maintenance 
workers have recently resigned.

“We have had trouble hiring 
for custodial positions and often 
times paras as well,” said ANWSD 
Superintendent Sheila Soule. “Also 
sub shortages continue to plague 
us.” 

The Mount Abraham Unified 
School District has a very small list 
of available substitutes; plus it has 
three educational assistant positions 
posted and has seen “very few 
applicants,” according to MAUSD 
Assistant Superintendent Catrina 
DiNapoli. 

“We’re working tremendously 
hard to re-assign where we need to 
in order to ensure support for our 
schools and the students we serve,” 
she said.

The larger Addison Central School 
District (ACSD) needs to fill around 
20 support staff positions over a 
wide range of custodial, nutrition, 
paraprofessional and behavioral 
interventionist positions.

“It’s been pretty consistent over 
the past year and a half, and it’s 

been a national issue,” ACSD 
Superintendent Peter Burrows told 
the Independent. “I’ve said at a 
number of board meetings that some 
of our support staff positions have 
been more challenging to fill.”

A perusal of the ACSD’s human 
services webpage shows the district 
is also looking for a language 
acquisition long-term substitute, a 
school counselor, a school nutrition 
manager, a school psychologist, a 
special educator, a speech/language 
assistant and a speech/language 
pathologist. It’s a list that could be 
even longer.

“Some positions were open, 
remained unfilled and we didn’t re-
post them,” Burrows said.

The district — which runs nine 
schools in Bridport, Cornwall, 
Middlebury, Ripton, Salisbury, 
Shoreham and Weybridge — has 
sweetened wages for some support 
positions in an effort to make them 
more attractive to what has been a 
shallow labor pool. And the ACSD 
is offering financial incentives to 
substitute teachers who agree to 
work multiple days per week. Subs 
receive $110 for working one day 
per week, with compensation rising 
to $150 daily for those who agree to 
a five-day work week.

Subs go through a short training 
period and make themselves 
available at their own discretion.

At ANWSD, Superintendent 
Soule is not looking forward to the 
time of year when illness causes 
more teachers to be out sick and 
substitute teachers can’t be found to 

Burrows was asked to assess 
the pandemic’s role in the ACSD’s 
current hiring woes

“We’ve seen what (the pandemic) 
has done to the number of 
employees… in our workforce,” 
Burrows said. “We’re watching to 
see when we might recover back 
to where we were. People talk 
about housing and increasing costs 
making it more challenging for 
people to move here. We’re hopeful 
and watching, trying to determine 
if the landscape is slowly moving 
back to a stronger labor force. I’m 
not sure.”

Fortunately, not all the staffing 
news has been bad in the ACSD.

“Most of our teaching positions 
are filled,” Burrows said. “We’re 
fully staffed at the elementary level. 
Given where we thought we might 
be, we’ve started the year feeling 

like we had made some strides 
filling positions and felt fairly strong 
in starting.”

In Ripton, Harrington is thankful 
for the help that community 
members are providing to the 
school, and the work of the staff 
that they do have. But, she said, 
from day to day administrators find 
themselves having to fill staffing 
holes.

“The students have had a more 
stable start to the year — less 
disruptions — than in past years 
(during the pandemic), but behind 
the scenes it’s a daily scramble,” she 
said.

“It works, but it definitely takes 
away from the consistency students 
need.”

Editor’s note: Reporters Andy 
Kirkaldy, Marin Howell and John S. 
McCright contributed to this story.

Staffing
(Continued from Page 1A)

Donald Lawyer, Huntington, 102-3; 
Travis Leggett, Bridport, 168-7; and 
Peter Hance, Starksboro, 140-7; 

Also, Shawn Robert, Bolton, 114-
3; Ethan Gevry, Addison, 150-3; 
Andy Gendreau, Ferrisburgh, 127-
5; Jackson Jennings, Starksboro, 
150-4; Kris Eitelman, Ferrisburgh, 
150-4; Todd Jennings, New Haven, 
188-3; Richard Brunet, New Haven, 
195-6; Ryan West, Panton, 179-7; 
Ronald Yantz, Ripton, 95-2; Eli 
Cyr, Panton, 176-8; Ronald Kerr, 
Shoreham, 145-8; and Beau Gevry, 
New Haven, 164-8.

Also, Devon Campbell, 
Middlebury, 194-7; Kylie Palmer, 
New Haven, 158-8; Dorothy 
Muzzy, Ferrisburgh, 133-4; 
Kenneth Bushell, Roxbury, 138-6; 
Leon Demers, New Haven, 199-8; 
Zachary Trono, Charlotte, 142-8; 
Geoffrey Lavallette, Monkton, 
172-10; Richard Sprague, New 
Haven, 150-5; Douglas Butler, 
Middlebury, 165-7; Philip Cantin, 
Ferrisburgh, 107-5; and Joseph 
Seeley, Middlesex, 139-4. 

Also Maverick Livingston, 
New Haven, 144-8; Angela 
Heath, Ferrisburgh, 176-6; Ryan 
Cornellier, Ferrisburgh, 144-5; 
Steven Weber, Panton, 134-3; 
Christian Zeno, Starksboro; Brad 
Sprague, New Haven, 152-5; Terry 
Hier, Weybridge, 150-7; Pamela 
Lathrop, Starksboro, 170-10; Adam 
Shortsleeve, Starksboro, 166-8; 
Nolan Whitcomb, Starksboro, 119-
2; Maxwell Flynn, Waltham, 101-4; 
and David Rheaume, New Haven, 
141-4.

Also, Samuel Jackson, Addison, 
120-6; Aaron Labell, Huntington, 
174-8; Carroll Griggs, Lincoln, 188-
8; Joseph Payea, Huntington, 108-4; 
Andrea Harvey, Charlotte, 142-7; 
Jeremie Butterfield, Middlebury, 
199-8; Jamie Butterfield, New 
Haven, 112-3; James Bahrenburg, 
Ferrisburgh, 112-3; Eric Jennings, 
Starksboro, 138-7; Adam Terry, 
Lincoln, 153-4; Michael Audy, New 
Haven, 183-8; Keegan McCullough, 
Middlebury, 144-4; and George 
Morgan, Bristol, 153-6. 

fill in. 
“I wouldn’t be surprised if we 

have some school closures due to 
absences when cold and flu season 
hits hard,” Soule said.

A sub is contracted for short 
stints, whereas a paraprofessional is 
a district employee. 

School districts employ different 
kinds of paraprofessionals, whose 
tasks include collaborating with 
teachers, supporting class instruction, 
supporting and supervising students 
with schoolwork and addressing 
students’ social emotional needs. 
Some are assigned as one-on-one 
helpers, working with individual 
students. Other paraprofessionals 
work across several classrooms 
supporting small learning groups 
and assisting classroom teachers in 
multiple ways, Burrows noted.

As district employees, 
paraprofessionals are entitled 
to benefits that include health 
insurance, dental insurance, paid sick 
and holiday time and a contribution 
to their retirement fund. Starting pay 
in ACSD is $16-$24 per hour.

Custodians are also entitled 
to district benefits. Starting pay: 
$15.45-$21.65 per hour.

The ACSD central office 
and school principals have 
been peppering their weekly 
e-newsletters with recruitment flyers 
for substitutes, paraprofessionals 
and custodial help.

“Help our schools operate at their 
full potential during staff vacancies 
and illness,” reads the solicitation 
for subs. “This could be a great fit 
if you love supporting kids; have 
and want a flexible schedule; are 
energetic, curious, inclusive, and 

kind; are considering a career as 
a teacher or paraprofessional; and 
want to get involved and support our 
community.”
STRAIN ON STAFF

The personnel shortage has put 
more pressure on existing staff to do 
more with less help.

“We’ve had to be fairly flexible,” 
Burrows said. “We’ve had to think 
in different ways about how we 
provide the same level of support 
to students without those positions 
being able to be filled.”

Harrington said regular staff at 
Ripton Elementary help out where 
they can, and the central office 
coordinates school meals and 
custodial services across the rural 
schools in the district.

Public schools’ hiring woes don’t 
include school bus drivers, but a 
shortage in that category has forced 
occasional route cancellations. Bet-
Cha Transit — the county’s school 
transportation provider — doesn’t 
have enough drivers right now. 

“If we had a transportation 
company, those positions would 
be hard to fill, too,” Burrows said. 
“Finding (bus) drivers has been 
challenging.”

Bet-Cha has an online post 
advertising for bus drivers, offering a 
$1,500 sign-on bonus, “competitive 
wages and paid training to receive 
school bus license.”

“This is a great job for stay-at-
home parents, retirees and anybody 
looking for extra income,” the 
solicitation reads. “Family friendly 
— bring your kids to work with 
you!”

Interested parties are encouraged 
to log on to sticareers.com.

LIKE MANY ADDISON County teachers, Ripton Elementary’s Susan 
Ogilvie, pictured showing a video in her grade 4-5 class on Monday, is 
being asked to do a little bit more because of school staff shortages.

Independent photo/Steve James
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‘Amahl’ redux

A year after a planned encore, a 

beloved opera returns to a Salis-

bury church. See Arts+Leisure.

By the way
By the way

Not quite...

The Panther men’s hockey team 

showed promise its first games, 

but fell just short. See Page 1B.

Giving
Some Bristol neighbors held a 

festive gathering that collected 

food for donation. See Page 14A.

Departing Sheldon director made his mark on local history

Brooks brought flair to museum exhibits

(See Brooks, Page 16A)

Lt. gov. first to enter

race for Congress

Shelters
fill up as
temps dip
COVID measures 

limiting capacity

(See Shelters, Page 11A)

(See Gray, Page 15A)

Mt. Abe seeks healing after threats

Officials act and students speak out

$8M Career
Center bond
in the works

(See Career Center, Page 13A)

(See Gun scare, Page 10A)

Flag displays touched off the turmoil

(See Flags, Page 9A)

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Patricia 

Hannaford Career Center (PHCC) 

directors are reviewing an $8.1 

million plan to renovate the 

Middlebury school’s Charles 

Avenue and North Campus 

buildings, in anticipation of 

presenting it to area voters as a 

bond proposal as soon as next 

March.
The bulk of the project would 

involve energy-related repairs 

and upgrades to the PHCC’s 

50-year-old main building at 51 

Charles Ave. Completed in 1971, 

this 63,000-square-foot structure 

still operates with much of its 

original heating, ventilation, air-

conditioning, electrical, plumbing 

and lighting infrastructure, 

according to PHCC Superintendent 

Dana Peterson.

The Career Center board recently 

commissioned ENE Systems Inc. 

and Energy Efficient Investments 

Inc. to audit the energy systems 

and operating costs in the school’s 

two campuses. They found many 

deficiencies and are now pitching 

a menu of solutions — including 

With COVID-19 around it’s 

more difficult for people to go 

caroling or attend a Messiah 

sing-along. So Middlebury’s 

Town Hall Theater has found 

a way to bring the season into 

everyone’s living room — 

and raise money for hungry 

Addison County residents in the 

process. The artistic nonprofit 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Addison 

County’s two emergency homeless 

shelters are already full and 

carrying waiting lists as bone- 

chilling temperatures, sleet and 

snow once again take center stage 

in the Champlain Valley.

The Charter House Coalition 

(CHC) Emergency Shelter at 27 

North Pleasant St. in Middlebury 

has already reached its max of 24 

guests, while another 28 individuals 

are waiting in the wings in hopes 

of securing a spot, according to 

Heidi Lacey, the shelter’s top 

administrator.

Meanwhile, the eight shelter 

units at John Graham Housing & 

Services in Vergennes are also full, 

serving a total of 22 adults and 

children, according to Executive 

Director Susan Whitmore.

Like Lacey, Whitmore has noted 

a recent surge in folks seeking to 

come in from the weather. Some 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Some look 

upon history as a dispassionate 

examination of objects from a 

bygone era, their 

significance buried 

by “progress” and the 

sands of time.

That’s never been 

the case for Bill 

Brooks, who’s always 

sought to make history 

come alive.
Brooks has helmed 

Middlebury’s Henry 

Sheldon Museum of 

Vermont History for 

only 10 of its 137 

years, but his many 

contributions have 

made an immeasurable 

impact on how locals 

and visitors will 

perceive Addison 

County for many decades to come.

Brooks began as the Sheldon’s 

executive director on June 5, 2012, 

after having spent eight years as the 

development director of the Calvin 

Coolidge Memorial Foundation 

in Plymouth Notch. Now closing 

in on his 80th year, Brooks will 

soon pass the torch to the next 

steward of the Sheldon — the 

oldest community-based museum 

in the country. He’s seen a lot of 

history and wants to 

make some of his own, 

in what promises to be 

an active retirement.

“I think the Sheldon 

would benefit by new 

leadership,” Brooks 

said during a recent 

interview at the Park 

Street museum. “I’ve 

certainly enjoyed my 

10 years, but when 

you turn 80, things 

slow down a little. I 

think a younger person 

with new ideas is very 

important.”
It’s hard to imagine 

a successor topping 

Brooks’s plentiful 

ideas, which have seen him pair 

local artists, photographers, 

educators, orators and other 

creative folks with a range of 

beautiful, basic, evocative and 

quirky items in the Sheldon’s attic 

for delightfully themed exhibits.

BILL BROOKS WILL soon step down as director of the Henry Sheldon Museum of Vermont History after 

a very eventful decade. He helped bring new, vibrant exhibits to the Middlebury museum that combined 

art, history and the talents of Addison County residents. Here he stands in front of a series of miniature 

Christmas trees crafted by local residents that will be auctioned as a fundraiser for the museum.

Independent photo/John Flowers

“Having 

these various 

exhibits, two or 

three a year, 

that feature 

both history 

and art and fill 

the rooms of 

the museum, 

allows local 

visitors to come 

back and see 

new things.”

— Bill Brooks

By ANGELO LYNN

BURLINGTON — Early 

Monday morning, Vermont Lt. 

Gov. Molly Gray declared her 

candidacy for Vermont’s lone 

congressional seat being vacated 

by Congressman Peter Welch.

A lifelong Vermonter, Gray, 

37, was born and raised in South 

Newbury, Vt., on a vegetable 

and dairy farm still operated by 

her family today. She has served 

Vermont in Washington as an 

aide to Congressman Welch, 

statewide as an assistant attorney 

general and now as lieutenant 

governor. Before entering public 

office, Gray spent her career 

advocating for human rights and MOLLY  GRAY

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

BRISTOL — After almost 90% 

of students stayed away from 

Mount Abraham Union Middle/

High School on Friday, Dec. 3, 

attendance returned to almost 

normal this week, though not 

fully, Principal Shannon Warden 

said on Wednesday morning. She 

was scheduled to speak later that 

morning with a student who was 

still apprehensive about resuming 

classes.
Students, educators and 

community members this week 

were trying to make sense of an 

outburst of unrest at the Bristol 

school last week that culminated in 

a threat that a student would bring a 

weapon to school.

The Mount Abraham Unified 

School District and the Bristol 

Police Department worked late 

into the night on Thursday and 

determined that those threats were 

not credible, but by then almost all 

of the school’s parents had decided 

to keep their children home from 

school the following day.

Mount Abe instituted a ban 

on flag-related attire on Dec. 

2. Warden said in an email to 

parents that day that the ban was 

in response to a recent trend of a 

small number of students wearing 

politically themed flags or banners 

as capes. The school had initially 

permitted this activity as a form 

of self-expression, but banned 

it Thursday because it had “led 

to inappropriate, disrespectful, 

hurtful, hateful dialogue between 

students and adults.” (See “Flag 

Displays” story on this page.)

As events unfolded at Mount 

Abe, school communities around 

the country were already on edge 

after a Nov. 30 school shooting in 

Oxford, Mich., left four students 

dead and seven others wounded. 

The suspect in that case, a 15-year-

old student at the school, was 

charged with first-degree murder 

and terrorism. His parents have 

also been arrested and charged in 

the case.

By JOHN FLOWERS

BRISTOL — Only 75 of the 

650 students enrolled at Mount 

Abraham Union Middle/High 

School came to the Bristol 

school out of fear that student 

unrest the previous day could 

escalate into violence. Mount 

Abe had received a threat that 

someone would bring a weapon 

to the Bristol school.

The source of the unrest: flags, 

some worn as capes.

School officials on Friday said 

a weapon threat issued Thursday 

was traced to one student. 

Following an investigation that 

spanned into Thursday night, 

Bristol police concluded there 

was “no credible threat to the 

Mount Abraham community 

and we were safe to hold 

classes on Friday,” MAUSD 

Smile for Santa

A VERY SMALL child takes her turn having a socially distant visit with Santa and Mrs. Claus in the new park in downtown Middlebury 

this past Saturday morning. The Christmas couple sat at a safe distance while they met with youngsters during the kickoff to the Better 

Middlebury Partnership’s Very Merry Middlebury celebration. See more photos on Page 2A. Photo by Jason Duquette-Hoffman
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A new classicA Dickens story we know & love 
will take the stage at Town Hall 
Theater. See Arts + Leisure.

By the way
By the way

Four-peat
The Middlebury College field 
hockey team dominated the 
NCAA Final Four. See Page 1B.

’Tis the seasonLook inside to find out what’s 
going on in all the area towns in 
our 40-page Holiday Guide.

HOPE Holiday Shop readies for kids in need

(See Holiday shop, Page 14A)

(See Hunters, Page 15A)

Eagle coach leads through empowermentStetson teaches more than skills

(See Stetson, Page 11A)

Career Ctr. redefines its priorities for the future

(See Career Ctr., Page 12A)

RNESU chief Collinsretiring at year’s end
Led schools through Act 46, COVID

(See Collins, Page 7A)

(See Nuovos, Page 12A)

Local sweethearts enter
10th decade – together

Young andother newhunters bagsome bucksOne novice killed a 195-pound, 9-pointer

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Helping 
Overcome Poverty’s Effects 
(HOPE) will reopen its Holiday 
Shop to in-person browsing next 
week after a two-year hiatus forced 
by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Located at the HOPE 
headquarters at 282 Boardman St. 
in Middlebury, the Holiday Shop 

features a hefty selection of free 
toys, books, puzzles and other gift 
options for low-income residents 
who otherwise couldn’t afford to 
provide their children Christmas 
presents. Jeanne Montross, 
executive director of HOPE, said 
the shop will likely serve around 
600 Addison County children over 
the next month.

As always, area individuals, 
businesses and places of worship 
are providing key donations that 
will allow HOPE to stock the 
Holiday Shop tables with super, 
eye catching gifts for kids ages 
birth through 18.“It’s a nice community effort 

that’s coming together,” Montross 
said during a recent interview at 

the shop.Organizers promise a return 
to “near-normal” shopping 
conditions. While patrons will 
need to social distance and wear 
face coverings, they’ll be able to 
choose gifts in person. That’s a 
departure from last year, when 
COVID-19 conditions required 

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — The town 
of Middlebury is home to many 
majestic sights — including the 
Otter Creek Falls, stately places of 
worship, and rolling, verdant hills.

But one of its most endearing and 
uplifting sights is the daily stroll 
of one of the community’s most 

senior and accomplished couples. 
If you’re lucky, you’ll spot Victor 
and Betty Nuovo just about any 
morning, walking hand-in-hand 
along Main and/or Weybridge 
streets. Both 90 years old and 
married for 68 years, the Nuovos 
breathe life into the impossible 

BETTY AND VICTOR Nuovo, one of Middlebury’s most accomplished 

and cherished couples, are each celebrating a 90th birthday, with 68 

years of marriage and many accomplishments to reflect upon.
Independent photo/Angelo S. Lynn

The Addison County 
jobless rate in October was 
1.4%, representing a drop 
from the 1.8% registered 
in September, according to 
the Vermont Department of 
Labor. Meanwhile, Vermont’s 
unemployment rate remained at 
2.8% in October, according to 

By ANDY KIRKALDYADDISON COUNTY — Young 
and first-time hunters combined to 
bring 121 deer to Addison County’s 
seven wildlife reporting stations 
after going out during Youth Hunting 
Weekend on Oct. 23 and 24. 

That total was the second-highest 
for an Addison County Youth 
Hunting Weekend, trailing only 
2019’s record high of 142. Other 
annual takes ranged from a low of 
78 in 2015 to 110 in both 2017 and 
2018.

For 2020, a wrinkle Department 
of Fish and Wildlife officials 
introduced no doubt boosted 
Youth Weekend numbers. Starting 
last year and this year, F&W has 
allowed first-time deer-hunting 
license holders ages 16 and up to 
join younger hunters during Youth 
Hunting Weekend, which now 
doubles as Novice Weekend. 

Still, 2021’s total ran ahead of 
2020’s youth weekend, during 
which young and novice hunters 
brought 105 deer to one of the 
following Addison County reporting 
stations: Rack ’N Reel in New 
Haven, Vermont Field Sports in 
Middlebury, Buxton’s Store in 
Orwell, West Addison General 
Store, Lincoln General Store, Green 
Mountain Trails End in Bristol, 
and C&S Hunting Supplies in East 
Middlebury.Overall, as of the end of the 

opening weekend of the 16-day rifle 
season (Nov. 14) hunters had taken 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
BRISTOL — Kayla Bessette 

used to think there was no way 
other people could love and 
appreciate Mary Stetson the 
way she does.“And then (earlier this month) 

at our Mt. Abe Varsity Field 
Hockey Banquet, the seniors 
attempted to talk about Mary 
and everything she has taught 
them and given them,” Bessette 
told the Independent last week. 
“Through the tears the point was 
driven home that it’s not just 
me. It’s all of her players. Mary 
Stetson emulates all things 
‘Eagle Nation.’”Mary Stetson began teaching 

at Mount Abraham Union High 
School in 1982 and has coached 
field hockey there for the past 
30 years. The program she built 
at the school is legendary, and 
for the past eight years she has 
served as the New England/

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — The 
Patricia Hannaford Career Center 
is generally doing a good job, 
but should consider adding new 
courses — such as veterinary 
science, dental hygiene and 
robotics — to reflect some of the 
evolving professional interests of 
its students.Those were among the 

takeaways of a lengthy “visioning” 
process that saw career center 
students, educators, business 
partners and community members 
take a thorough look at the school’s 
offerings and solicit feedback on 
how to better tailor vocational-
technical education for Addison 
County teens and adults.That visioning process began 

during the fall of 2019, when a 
team of Patricia Hannaford Career 

By ANGELO LYNNBRANDON — After 41 years as 
an educator, including 17 years as a 
superintendent, Rutland Northeast 
Supervisory Union Superintendent 
Jeanné Collins, 63, last Friday 
announced her resignation at the 
end of this school year. She said 
her decision was prompted by a 
change in her personal life.

“It’s bittersweet. It’s hard to let 
go,” Collins said, “but I’d like a 

different work-life balance.” 
Collins is engaged to be married 

to Mike Deweese, director of 
the Vermont Superintendents 
Association Leadership Academy, 
this coming May. Collins lives 
in Shelburne and Deweese is in 
Enosburg Falls.Collins became the 

superintendent of RNESU in 
2014, a move from the Burlington 

The chicken winner is…
EDORAH FRAZER, PRINCIPAL of Starksboro’s Robinson Elementary School, presents a chicken 

to first-grader Elijah Purinton, who suggested the name — “Snowy Chicken” — that the school voted 

to submit to the Vermont Agency of Transportation’s snowplow naming contest. The chicken will 

travel from class to class as the students do things that contribute to the greatness of the school. 

See more snowplow photos from other local schools on Page 2A.

Photo by Myriah Cogswell

MOUNT ABE FIELD hockey coach Mary Stetson looks on as her team prepares for the 2021 season 

this past August. When the Eagles won their fourth Division II state championship in a row this month, 

it was the second time Stetson’s program has had a championship “four-peat” since she started 

coaching the program in 1992.

Independent photo/Steve James
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History fan
A spunky Puritan in 17th C. New 

England is the heroine of a Lincoln 

author’s novel. See Arts + Leisure.
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Unbeaten
College women’s hockey grounds 

the Gulls to keep its winning 

streak alive. See Sports, Page 1B.

Graffi  ti or art?
Someone is pasting images 

around town, but where are they 

coming from? See Page 3A.

City police, Turning Point o� ering quick help to people in crisis

iPads allow for remote counseling

Vergennes seeks 
$25M sewer bond
Offi cials: It’s a great time for grants

ACSD to ask for 5.3% 

increase in spending

New canning facility could 

add 25 jobs at Aqua ViTea

Artim to leave Middlebury 

selectboard after 12 years
Could Lincoln, Ripton schools join forces?

Residents excited by the possibilities

And beverage start-ups would get help, too

(See Vergennes, Page 10A)

(See Aqua ViTea, Page 11A)

(See ACSD, Page 9A)

(See Schools, Page 11A)

(See Artim, Page 10A)

(See City police, Page 12A)

By ANDY 
KIRKALDY

VERGENNES — 

Thanks to Turning 

Point Center of 

Addison County, 

Vergennes Police 

Department offi cers 

this week have new 

tools at their disposal 

that can help citizens 

in need — two iPads.

Those tablet 

computers will 

travel with city 

police offi cers in 

their cruisers. If the 

offi cers encounter 

anyone who, in their 

judgment, would 

benefi t from a face-

to-face talk with one 

of Turning Point’s 13 

peer substance abuse 

coaches (at least one of whom is 

available 24/7) the offi cers can 

hand them one of the iPads.

A push of a 

button, and within 

60 seconds a trained 

peer coach will 

appear on the screen 

to listen and talk 

to, encourage, and 

support the person 

in a substance abuse 

crisis, according to 

Vergennes Police 

Chief George 

Merkel. 
“There are people 

we are dealing with 

that we can get to 

the coach to provide 

support and services 

(for), who need a 

coach … to help work 

through some of their 

issues, substance 

abuse or whatever 

else,” Merkel said.

Turning Point Center Executive 

Director Jennifer Mayhew said 

“They (offi cers) 

are out on the 

road, not always 

in the offi ce. The 

iPad seemed 

like a creative 

way to have 

access to people 

immediately, 

really in those 

most vulnerable 

moments when 

people are 
willing to think 

about rehab or 

treatment.” 
— Turning Point 

Executive Director 

Jennifer Mayhew

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — 

Nick Artim stepped onto 

Middlebury’s political stage a 

dozen years ago with a desire to 

do his civic duty and leave the 

community a better place for 

future generations.
He will step down from the 

Middlebury selectboard on 

March 1, having helped guide 

the town during a pandemic and 

an unparalleled investment in its 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

ADDISON COUNTY — Lincoln 

and Ripton, which voted last year 

to withdraw from their school 

districts, have begun exploring the 

idea of creating a new supervisory 

union to handle the administrative 

services they might not be able to 

afford individually.
“It’s one of the most exciting 

moments we’ve had in a long, 

embattled year, to be sitting with 

people who are really visioning 

something that is proactive 

and unique, but also still really 

supporting the values that our 

towns hold dear,” Ripton School 

District (RSD) board member 

Molly Witters told the Independent

earlier this month.
Since voting to leave the 

Addison Central School District 

last January and subsequently 

receiving the blessing of district 

member towns, Ripton has formed 

its own school district and now 

awaits a complicated decision 

by the Vermont State Board of 

Education (VSBE).
Lincoln voted in August to 

leave the Mount Abraham Unifi ed 

School District and awaits possible 

ratifi cation of district member 

communities on Town Meeting 

Day, March 1.

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Beverage 

maker Aqua ViTea is looking to 

substantially increase its canning 

capabilities, allowing it to hit a new 

gear in its kombucha production 

while also giving it the capacity to 

become a major incubator for small 

startup beverage companies.

Woodchuck Cider, a Middlebury 

industrial park neighbor, is shaping 

up as the other major player in 

this beverage-incubator venture, 

noted Aqua ViTea Founder/CEO 

Jeff Weaber. In short, Aqua ViTea 

is poised to acquire a 100-cans-

per-minute processing line from 

By ANDY KIRKALDY 

VERGENNES — With the 

expectation state and federal grants 

could pay for up to half of the 

cost, the Vergennes City Council 

on Tuesday decided to put a $25.5 

million bond proposal on the city 

ballot in March that if approved 

would fund a complete overhaul of 

the city’s troubled sewer collection 

system and treatment plant.

If city offi cials’ and consultants’ 

optimism about grant support is 

rewarded, most Vergennes sewer 

users would see an annual increase 

over the next few years from $500 

to $850 to fund bond payments, 

according to offi cial estimates.

Those bond-related increases 

would not be immediate, and most 

would be phased in as work is 

completed, according to offi cials. 

The Tuesday decision came 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — The Addison 

Central School District board on 

Monday unanimously agreed to 

present voters with a 2022-23 

budget of $41,578,089 that refl ects 

$34,594,034 in local education 

spending — a 5.3% increase 

compared to this year.

“This FY23 budget responds 

to an unprecedented educational 

environment in which the needs of 

our students and communities have 

shifted how our schools operate,” 

according to ACSD Superintendent 

Peter Burrows. “With the increased 

social and emotional needs of our 

students, we have worked to adapt 

traditional educational approaches 

to meet each student where they 

are. Much of this work at the 

budgetary level has consisted of 

shifts and increases to staffi ng in 

The Bridport Grange and 

the Addison County Farm 

Bureau have made the diffi cult 

decision to cancel their legislative 

breakfast series this winter due 

to the COVID-19 pandemic. It’s 

A moving sight
The 19th-century New 

Haven Junction Train Depot 

turns the corner from Route 7 

onto Route 17 in New Haven in 

predawn hours Wednesday, 

left, and later continues 

eastbound up the fi rst hill on 

Route 17 on its way to a new 

home on North Street. State 

offi cials said it was too close 

to the tracks for new higher-

speed passenger trains. See 

more photos on Pages 2A 

and 4A.
Photos by the Independent’s Steve 

James (above) and James Duggan of 

Vermont State Historic Sites

VERGENNES POLICE CHIEF George Merkel gives an iPad from the Turning Point Center a test run 

Tuesday. Police can give the iPad to people dealing with substance abuse issues and it will connect them 

to a quick face-to-face link with a peer recovery coach. Independent photo/Steve James
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Climate matters
Perspectives on Change

Traveling Vermont and beyond by train and bus

ADDISON COUNTY — 
Vermont State Police put out 
a request for information this 
weekend as they looked into a theft 
at a local farmstand and the public 
responded with the necessary 
suspect identification.

On Saturday, Nov. 26, at a little 
after 10 a.m., troopers were called 
Old Jerusalem Road in Leicester to 
look into a theft at the farmstand 
there. The farmstand owner showed 
police a photo, apparently taken 
with a surveillance camera, of a 
man who had entered the stand at 
approximately 1:26 p.m. on Friday, 
Nov. 25, and stole money from the 
cash drawer.

Later that morning, state police 
issued a post asking anyone who 
recognizes the man in the photo 
to contact Trooper Anthony at the 
New Haven barracks or submit 
information through an online tip 
submission site.

Based on numerous tips, police 
said on Monday morning that they 
had identified a person of interest 
in this incident. The Vermont State 
Police would like to thank the 
public for their assistance in this 
investigation.

In the only other case that state 
police at the New Haven barracks 
reported this week, troopers 
conducting speed enforcement 
near the intersection of Route 7 
and Maple Run Road in Leicester 
on Nov. 22, saw a gray sedan 
speeding southbound on Route 7 
at around 9:17 a.m. Police said a 
radar clocked the car at 84 mph 
in a 50 mph zone. The trooper 
stopped the sedan without incident 
and cited driver Brenda Bergman, 
46, of Essex Junction for negligent 
driving and issued her a speeding 
ticket that carries a penalty of two 
points on insurance and a fee of 
$517.

Police LogVt. State

33rd in a series
By RICHARD HOPKINS

With a little advance planning, 
it is quite feasible to do the things 
you want to do in Vermont by 
public transit, and thus decrease 
your carbon footprint substantially 
compared to driving a fossil-
fueled vehicle by yourself. 

I recently had a morning 
meeting in Burlington and decided 
to go on the bus. It was quite easy. 
I took a free early-morning Tri 
Valley Transit (TVT) bus from 
Academy Street in Middlebury 
to the main transit center in 
Burlington. I didn’t want to wait 
till 4:15 p.m. for the return TVT 
bus, so I had lunch near Church 
Street, then took the $10 Vermont 
Translines bus home, leaving 
downtown Burlington at 1:15 p.m. 
and reaching Middlebury a little 
after 2 p.m. (TVT runs two buses 
from Middlebury to downtown 
Burlington early every morning, 
and again in late afternoon; and 
four similar runs from Burlington 
to Middlebury. See trivalleytransit.
org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/
LINK-Master_fall-2022-1.pdf .

Amtrak got a lot of well-
deserved publicity when, at the end 
of July, all that effort to improve 
the railroad infrastructure paid 
off, and the New York-to-Rutland 
train was extended to Burlington, 
via Middlebury and Vergennes. I 
was on the first northbound train 
from New York to Middlebury. 
We didn’t get the big welcome 
that the first southbound train got, 
but a few people on the platform 
cheered for us. 

Even one train a day in 
each direction opens a lot of 
opportunities. The southbound 
train leaves Middlebury just after 
11 a.m., gets to Albany at 2:55 
p.m. and to Penn Station in New 
York City at 5:45 p.m. That’s 
plenty of time for an evening on 
the town in New York, and the 
next morning you can do other 
business, or some shopping, and 
leave for Vermont at 2:20 p.m. 

That schedule also gets you to 
New York City in time to change 
for a same-day train to Washington 
or Harrisburg, Pa., but it’s too late 
to make a same-day connection 
for Richmond, Atlanta or Florida.

If you use the Vermont Translines 
bus to get to Amtrak’s Albany-
Rensselaer, N.Y., station to catch 
the train to New York City, a lot 
more opportunities open up. The 
southbound Vermont Translines 
bus arrives at the Albany Amtrak 
station just an elevator ride away 
from the Amtrak waiting area at 
street level. These are big coaches 
with comfortable seats, Wi-Fi and 
an on-board rest room. The bus 
route takes you through Rutland, 
Manchester and Bennington 
— maybe not how you would 
have driven your own car, but 
remarkably smooth and quick. 
Buy tickets for the combined 
train/bus trip on the Amtrak.com 
website.

The morning Vermont 
Translines bus leaves Middlebury 
at 6:17 a.m. and gets you to the 
Albany-Rensselaer station at 9:45 
a.m., in time to catch the 10:05 
train to New York, which arrives 
at Penn Station at 12:45 p.m., in 
time to have a full afternoon and 
evening in the city, or to catch 
connecting trains south and 
west to Washington, Richmond, 
Florida, Harrisburg or Atlanta. 

There is also an afternoon 
connecting service if you can’t 
leave in the morning. You can 
depart Middlebury on a bus at 
2:37 p.m. and be at Penn Station 
at 9:55 p.m.

If the frequency of transit 
line service were doubled or 
quadrupled, options multiply, and 
people’s confidence in the service 
increases, growing ridership. If 
you were to miss a bus or train, 
for example, you wouldn’t be 
stuck for many hours or even a 
day waiting for the next departure. 
And you’d have many more 
options for how to organize the 
activities on your trip. 

I would love to see passenger 
rail service four to six times a day 
in each direction from Rutland to 
Burlington to Essex Junction (very 
near to Burlington) to Montpelier 
and Barre. At such a frequency you 
would have enormous flexibility in 
planning a trip for shopping, medical 
visits, entertainment, government 
business or to visit friends.

Now that we have upgraded 
the rails, grade crossings, tunnels 
and stations between Rutland and 
Burlington, the cost of additional 
service would be relatively small. 
The tracks between Essex Junction 
and Montpelier are already in 

good shape. The expensive part 
would probably be upgrading the 
approximately seven miles of track 
between downtown Burlington 
and Essex Junction. These tracks 
carry some freight traffic, but not 
passenger trains.

To help you plan a trip, or just 
visualize how easy it would be 
to do so, with this column on 
our website we are publishing a 
chart of bus and train schedules 
between Burlington and New 
York Penn Station. Head online 
to addisonindependent.com/tag/
climate-matters.

Please note that train and 

bus schedule information is 
extracted from websites as of 
early November. Schedules could 
change. Make sure you check 
times and locations yourself. 
You should buy a ticket ahead 
of time in any case. You can buy 
both Vermont Translines bus and 
Amtrak train tickets through the 
Amtrak website. Also note that the 
Middlebury Vermont Translines 
stop, on the Middlebury College 
campus, has a different code (MIY) 
than the Middlebury train station 
(MBY). They are about 3/4 mile 
apart on foot, or 1 mile apart by 
car. The Vergennes stops for both 

services 
are at the 
park-and-ride near the junction of 
Routes 22A and 7.

Dr. Richard Hopkins is a retired 
public health official. He spent 
35 years in several state health 
departments as an epidemiologist 
and program manager. He is a 
member of the Middlebury Energy 
Committee and sits on the board 
of the Climate Economy Action 
Center of Addison County.
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BRISTOL — Bristol police were 
busy with 88 foot patrols between 
Oct. 24 and Nov. 20, in addition to 
five car patrols

Also during that period, 
officers conducted 18 traffic stops 
and checked security at Mount 
Abraham Union High School 15 
times, Bristol Elementary School 
13 times and local businesses 20 
times. 

Police also processed 36 
fingerprint requests, helped one 
individual get into their locked 
vehicle, conducted nine welfare 
checks and facilitated the return of 
one purse.

In other recent activity, Bristol 
police:

• On Oct. 25 noticed an 
unoccupied bus parked on West 
Street that had its red lights 
activated and door open, which 
was hindering traffic. Police had 
the driver deactivate the lights. 

• On Oct. 26 responded to Basin 
Street for a report of illegal burning 
and found a homeowner was 
burning a small pile of leaves. 

• On Oct. 26 received a report of 
harassment by phone from a Pine 
Street resident. An investigation is 
ongoing. 

• On Oct. 27 conducted traffic 
control during a bus drill at Bristol 
Elementary. 

• On Oct. 27 responded to a 
report of a cat lying on the side 
of Route 116 South that appeared 
to be injured. Police located the 
owner and returned the cat. 

• On Oct. 27 assisted an 
individual in the Taylor Avenue 
and Pine Street area with a disabled 
vehicle. 

• On Oct. 27 responded to a 
report of multiple raccoons living 
under a Mountain Street house and 
contacted the Vermont Fish and 
Wildlife Department for assistance. 

• On Oct. 28 assisted someone 
who ran out of gas on Route 116 
South. 

• On Oct. 29 assisted a Vermont 
Fish and Wildlife warden on 
Meehan Road. 

• On Oct. 29 began investigating 
a harassment complaint. 

• On Oct. 30 began investigating 
a motor vehicle complaint on 
Burpee Road. An investigation is 
ongoing. 

• On Oct. 30 received a complaint 
regarding social media posts and 
found that no action rose to the 
level of an offense. 

• On Oct. 31 responded to 
a vandalism report on Airport 
Drive and cited two juveniles for 
unlawful mischief. 

• On Oct. 31 responded to Airport 
Drive for a person experiencing 
a mental health crisis and found 
that no action rose to the level of 
an offense. The individual declined 
services that were offered, and 
police located someone to assist 
the individual. 

• On Nov. 1 assisted Bristol 
Rescue on West Street. 

• On Nov. 1 helped locate 
someone that was posting suicidal 
messages on social media. Police 
determined the individual no longer 
lived in Bristol and contacted 
the appropriate law enforcement 
agency to check on the welfare of 
the person at their new residence. 

• On Nov. 2 assisted Mount Abe 
with a truancy concern. 

• On Nov. 2 issued a citation to 
someone under the age of 21 who 
was in possession of tobacco on 
Airport Drive. 

• On Nov. 2 helped the 
Middlebury police locate someone 
on East Street. 

• On Nov. 3 assisted someone 
with a disabled vehicle on Airport 
Drive. 

• On Nov. 3 received a delayed 
report of a minor two-car crash 
Airport Drive. 

• On Nov. 4 responded to Route 
116 North for a two-vehicle crash. 
No injuries were reported. 

• On Nov. 5 assisted someone on 
Taylor Avenue with a mental health 
incident. 

• On Nov. 5 responded to a 
report of a dog biting someone near 
Choiniere and Lower Hardscrabble 
roads. An investigation is ongoing. 

• On Nov. 5 logged a report of 
someone losing their keys in the 
Bristol area. 

• On Nov. 5 responded to a report 
of a vehicle crash on Main Street. 

• On Nov. 5 responded to a dog 
noise complaint near North Street 
and Frances Lane and issued an 
ordinance violation to the owner. 

• On Nov. 6 took a report 
of citizen dispute on Taylor 
Avenue and offered services to an 
individual that was experiencing a 
mental health crisis. 

• On Nov. 7 helped someone 

MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 
police received a report on Nov. 
23 about a vehicle missing from 
its Route 7 North location. Police 
determined the 
vehicle had been 
repossessed by the 
bank.

In other action last 
week, Middlebury 
police:

• Served a temporary restraining 
order on a person in the Court Street 
area on Nov. 21.

• Checked on a report of 
suspicious activity on Court Street 
on Nov. 22.

• Responded to a car-versus-
deer accident on Route 7 South on 
Nov. 22. Police said Middlebury 
firefighters also responded to the 
scene. Police reported no injuries 
to the people in the car and gave no 
information on the deer.

• Responded to a report of a loose 
cow on East Main Street, near Grist 
Mill Road, on Nov. 22.

• Assisted a homeless man in 
finding shelter during the evening 
of Nov. 22.

• Mediated a landlord/tenant 

retrieve their property on Taylor 
Avenue. 

• On Nov. 7 cited Jennifer M. 
Monness, 39, of Bristol for driving 
with a suspended license. 

• On Nov. 7 assisted an individual 
in obtaining mental health services 
on Airport Drive. 

• On Nov. 7 issued a relief from 
abuse order to someone on Taylor 
Avenue. 

• On Nov. 8 investigated minor 
crash damage involving two 
vehicles on Airport Drive. 

• On Nov. 9 helped someone in 
need of transportation on Airport 
Drive. 

• On Nov. 9 responded to a minor 
car crash on Taylor Avenue. No 
injuries were reported. 

• On Nov. 11 received a report of 
a missing dog. 

• On Nov. 11 served court 
paperwork to someone at the 
Blaises Mobile Home Park. 

• On Nov. 11 assisted with 
a truancy concern at Bristol 
Elementary. 

• On Nov. 11 responded to a 
minor two-vehicle crash on Pine 
Street. 

• On Nov. 12 helped someone 
on Taylor Avenue contact the 
appropriate agency for assistance 
with a civil matter. 

• On Nov. 12 dealt with a barking 
dog complaint. 

• On Nov. 12 issued a parking 
ticket on Park Place. 

• On Nov. 14 assisted a social 
service agency on Fitch Avenue. 

• On Nov. 14 received a call 
from someone who appeared to be 
experiencing a mental health crisis 
and provided contact information 
for assistance. 

• On Nov. 14. served a subpoena 
to someone on Monkton Road. 

• On Nov. 14 issued a parking 
ticket on Park Place. 

• On Nov. 15 helped someone 
contact the appropriate agency for 
help with a civil issue. 

• On Nov. 15 offered assistance 
to someone who appeared to be 
having a mental health crisis on 
Route 116 South. The individual 
declined assistance and police 
found no action rose to the level of 
an offense.

• On Nov. 15 issued a parking 
ticket on Spring Street. 

• On Nov. 16 served relief from 
abuse paperwork to someone on 
Taylor Avenue. 

• On Nov. 16 found a bank 
card on Main Street during a foot 
patrol. Attempts to locate the 
card’s owner were unsuccessful so 
police notified the card issuer and 
destroyed the card. 

• On Nov. 17 responded with 
Vermont State Police to a family 
fight on Sugar Maple Lane. Police 
cited Katie Clark for domestic 
assault and resisting arrest. 

• On Nov. 17 received a complaint 
of fraud. An investigation is 
ongoing. 

• On Nov. 19 assisted Bristol 
Rescue on Mountain View Street. 

• On Nov. 20 responded to South 
Street for a dog at large. The dog 
was gone when police arrived. 

• On Nov. 20 received a report of 
a possible violation of a relief from 
abuse order on South Street. 

dispute in the Water Street area on 
Nov. 22.

• Investigated the report of a bull 
on the loose in the East Main Street 

area on Nov. 22.
• Responded to a 

landlord/tenant dispute 
in the Court Street area 
on Nov. 22.

• Investigated a 
report of a loose bull on Three 
Mile Bridge Road during the early 
evening of Nov. 23.

• Cited Amanda Rogers-Wilson, 
27, of Middlebury for driving with 
a criminally suspended license, 
following a traffic stop on Court 
Street on Nov. 23.

• Were informed of the theft of 
fall decorations from an Exchange 
Street business on Nov. 23.

• Responded to a report of a 
suspicious looking man starring into 
a window of a Main Street business 
for 10-20 minutes during the 
afternoon of Nov. 23. Officers were 
unable to locate anyone fitting the 
man’s description in the downtown 
area.

• Conducted winter parking 
enforcement in the downtown area 

on Nov. 23. Cars are not allowed 
to park overnight in some locations 
during the winter.

• Assisted a caller on Nov. 24 who 
had been approached by a scammer.

• Assisted with a child custody 
dispute at a South Village Green 
home on Nov. 24.

• Were informed a mailbox off 
Route 7 South had been knocked 
down on Nov. 24.

• Assisted with separate child 
custody disputes at homes off Case 
Street and at South Village Green on 
Nov. 25.

• Cited Colten Birkheimer, 28, 
of Burlington for driving with 
a criminally suspended driver’s 
license on Court Street on Nov. 26.

• Were informed of the theft of an 
unspecified amount of money from 
a vehicle parked off Washington 
Street on Nov. 26.

• Investigated a report of vandalism 
to the Halpin Bridge — a 170-year-
old covered bridge — on Nov. 26.

• Tried to find someone in the 
North Pleasant Street area on behalf 
of the Bristol Police Department on 
Nov. 26.

• Received a report on Nov. 
27 that someone had broken into 
a Valley View Road apartment, 
though nothing appears to have been 
stolen, according to police.

• Assisted with a report of an 
out-of-control juvenile in the Court 
Street area on Nov. 27.

Police LogBristol

Missing vehicle determined to be repossessed

Police Log
Middlebury

14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDDLEBURY, VT  |  802-388-3371

OtterCreekBakery.com

Come get your delicious 
meringues sprinkled with 

festive cheer. 

Come get your delicious 
It’s time to twinkle!It’s time to twinkle!

OtterCreekBakery.comOtterCreekBakery.com

Come get your delicious Come get your delicious 
meringues sprinkled with meringues sprinkled with meringues sprinkled with meringues sprinkled with meringues sprinkled with 

festive cheer. 

OPEN TUESDAY—SATURDAY, 7AM-4PM
SUNDAY 8AM-2PM  |  Closed Mondays

Not yet
THE RIKERT NORDIC Center had been scheduled to open on Monday, but after 10 days of enough snow to cover the course, most of 

the white stuff washed away in recent rains. Center officials, though, promised our photographer that there would be enough snow for 
cross country skiing this weekend.

Independent photo/Steve James
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THE CROWD AT this year’s World Cup in Killington this past weekend broke previous records as 35,000 
fans attended the three-day event from Friday night’s opening celebrations to Sunday. 

Photo provided by Killington Resort

USA’S MIKAELA SHIFFRIN has that look of amused disappointment with her 13th place finish in 
Saturday’s giant slalom. She placed fifth in the slalom on Sunday, following four previous victories there 
at the World Cup. It wasn’t to be, said Shiffrin graciously after the race, saying to win her 50th World Cup 
event and her fifth consecutive slalom title at Killington was too much for the fates to grant.

Independent Photo/Angelo Lynn

AS A PHOTOGRAPHER shooting the giant slalom and slalom races, what’s remarkable about all the 
racers is the angle their bodies get to the slope at speeds over 50 mph on hard-packed ice that most 
expert skiers have trouble navigating. Note how low this skier’s hip is to the snow and yet she maintains 
perfect edge control.

Independent photo/Angelo Lynn

USA SKIER PAULA Moltzan, a former UVM racer, shows her athleticism on this turn, setting a hard edge 
coming past the gate.

Independent photo/Angelo Lynn

   Killington World Cup 2022
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(Continued from Page 1A)

said Jen Nuceder, a member of the 
ACSD board’s facilities committee. 
“We have some failing systems and 
we have some infrastructure that’s 
not up to current code.”

The needed work is outlined in 
an ACSD Facilities Committee 
report (available with this story 
at addisonindependent.com) that 
board members reviewed at their 
Monday gathering. The ACSD 
delivers preK-12th grade education 
to children in Bridport, Cornwall, 
Middlebury, Ripton, Salisbury, 
Shoreham and Weybridge.

The facilities committee report 
includes two classifications of 
repairs: Priority one and priority 
two.

Priority one — the most pressing 
repairs — focuses on building 
code issues and failed systems. 
Examples: life safety systems 
(fire alarms, egress lighting), roof 
integrity, major plumbing systems 
and pipe integrity, structural 
issues and ADA (Americans with 
Disabilities Act) noncompliance.

Priority two involves repairing 
or replacing infrastructure that 
has exceeded its “useable life,” 
according to the report. Examples: 
Out-dated and failing heating, 
ventilation and air conditioning 
(HVAC) systems; ceilings and 
lights; windows and doors; 
flooring; paint and other finishes.

The committee has also mapped 
out a few “priority three” tasks 
that it describes as being “additive, 
rather than restorative,” such as 

installing LED lighting.
Completely addressing priorities 

one and two in the nine district 
buildings would cost $78,087,137, 
according to the facilities 
committee report. The project-cost 
breakdown ranges from $708,537 at 
Ripton Elementary, to $49,347,317 
at Middlebury 
Union High School, 
according to the report.

Specific examples 
of priority one and 
two projects at ACSD 
schools include:

• Providing at least 
one public ADA 
restroom in both the A 
and C wings of Mary 
Hogan Elementary.

• Installing new 
flooring at Salisbury 
Community School.

• Replacing the entire fire alarm 
system at Bridport Central School.

• Replacing a majority of the 
aging windows at Shoreham 
Elementary with energy-code-
compliant windows.

• Deconstructing and rebuilding 
masonry retaining walls at 
Weybridge Elementary.

• Extensive work on the roof, 
celling and exterior walls at 
MUHS.

• Substantial replacement of 
windows, lighting and boiler 
systems at Middlebury Union 
Middle School.

It’s a lengthy list, and the 
ACSD board will spend the 
coming months prioritizing which 

projects to include under an as-yet 
undetermined bond amount that 
officials believe would be palatable 
to Middlebury-area taxpayers.

Board members got a look at a 
variety of bond scenarios and their 
potential impact on taxpayers. 
Using a hypothetical homestead 

value of $350,000 and 
a 25-year period of 
debt service, ACSD 
officials calculated 
a $20 million bond 
would add $261.37 
to the property tax 
bill of that $350,000 
homestead owner 
in year two of the 
bond — the heaviest 
impact year of the 25-
year payback. A $40 
million bond would 
add $522.74 during 

year two, and a $75 million bond 
would add $980.13 during that 
heaviest payback year.

It should be noted that two-thirds 
of Vermonters pay their property 
taxes based mainly on their income, 
so the financial impacts cited above 
would be less for a majority of 
ACSD taxpayers.
MULTIPLE BONDS

But it should also be noted that 
Middlebury-area taxpayers (and 
indeed virtually all Addison County 
taxpayers) recently endorsed an 
$8.1 million repair bond for the 
Patricia Hannaford Career Center. 
ACSD voters are also still paying 
debt service on a MUMS roof 
installed in 2013, and Middlebury 

voters in the near future will likely 
be asked to support a multi-million 
expansion/renovation of the Ilsley 
Public Library.

Board member Mary Heather 
Noble voiced concern about 
potentially stacking up multiple 
bonds for taxpayers

“We need to be realistic,” she 
said.

Indeed, ACSD officials aren’t 
relishing the prospect of pitching a 
big bond, but they know the fixes 
will only become more complex 
and expensive the longer they’re 
deferred. A few board members 
suggested setting aside money 
within the annual district budget to 
tackle repairs on a piecemeal basis, 
but a majority of the panel argued 
such a process would be slow and 
impractical.

“I think it’s possible to kick 
the can down the road… for 
another three years or five years 
or something like that, but my 
concern is it gets that much more 
expensive to do all this work,” said 
Superintendent Peter Burrows.

He advised that “To do all (the 
work) at once is so logical, given 
how connected all these systems 
are together. So we’re going to 
save a lot of money by being able 
to lift some large projects, instead 
of trying to do this one by one.”

Board member James “Chip” 
Malcolm noted the state used to 
cover 30% of the costs of school 
construction projects, but stopped 
doing so around two decades ago 
when finances became tighter. 

This means that unless the state 
resurrects school construction aid, 
ACSD voters will have to take on 
the expense themselves.

“It’s a different world right now 
than it was when our districts and 
a lot of other districts expanded 
and were built,” he said. “We’re 
not the only one (facing major 
school repairs),” Malcolm said. 
“No one has built a new school 
in 20-something years… because 
there isn’t that ability to spread the 
costs throughout the state.”

The ACSD board has mapped 
out a planning process it hopes 
will lead to a bond vote in 16 
months. That process calls for 
hiring a consultant, studying 
financial impacts of a major bond, 
soliciting public feedback, drafting 
and revising a project scope and 
approving a proposal for voters.

Will board members end up 
compiling a list of projects they 
believe are needed and build a 
dollar number to cover it, or will 
they simply establish a firm capital 
budget figure and see what it can 
buy? Board member Peter Conlon 
favors the latter scenario.

“It seems to me we should pick 
a number, and we’re going to find 
out from that number what we’re 
leaving out, and we’re going to 
be told whether we’re making a 
mistake by people who know better 
about our facilities, and then adjust 
more on the fly,” he said.

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

In Vermont, LIHEAP can help 
cover seasonal fuel bills as well 
as assist with furnace and fuel 
tank replacements or repairs. 
The deadline for applying for 
full benefits for this winter was 
Nov. 30, but if your application is 
received and approved between 
Dec. 1 and Feb. 28, you can receive 
pro-rated benefits for this heating 
season. To date, the state has seen 
a 7% increase in the number of 
households applying for a seasonal 
fuel benefit this year. This year, fuel 
oil prices are expected to average 
about $4.81 per gallon, compared 
to $2.57 just three years ago. See 
dcf.vermont.gov/benefits/fuel to 
learn more and apply for LIHEAP 
benefits.

The night before Thanksgiving, 
the Meader family at the Kilbourn 
Trailer Park in Bristol suffered a 
house fire that made their home 
no longer livable. While all family 
members thankfully emerged unhurt, 
the smoke was so intense they lost 
virtually all possessions. Now they 
need help rebuilding their lives. 
Financial contributions and clothing 
would be greatly appreciated. Of 
specific need are winter boots 
and shoes (sizes 14-16) for two 
teenage boys and athletic shorts, 
size medium/boys. One teenage girl 
could use athletic shorts size women/
medium. If you can help, please 
contact Lawrence at brigitta56@
yahoo.com. Checks should be made 
out to Ann Meader and can be mailed 
to Lawrence at 35 Pine St., Bristol, 
VT 05443.

Have you ever had an interest 
in Emergency Medical Services? 
The Vermont Emergency First 
Responder class being offered at 
Bristol Rescue Squad (45 Monkton 
Road in Bristol) next week is an 
entry-level, 14-hour course that 
introduces the aspiring EMS 
provider to basic assessment and 
treatment skills for life-threatening 
injuries in the pre-hospital 
environment. The classes are being 
held on two evenings, on Tuesday, 
Dec. 6, and Thursday, Dec. 8, from 
6-9 p.m., and all-day Saturday, 
Dec. 10, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. A 
separate CPR class is available on 
that Saturday afternoon for those 
needing CPR certification, which 
is required for satisfactory course 
completion. In addition to the time 
spent in class, there’s an online 
training component through the 
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency that takes 8-10 hours to 
complete. The fee for the course 
is $25. CPR certification has a 
separate fee as well. Bristol Rescue 
is always looking for volunteers to 
help, and this course also provides 
a path to explore membership with 
the squad as a volunteer. If you are 
interested in learning more about 
the course, contact the instructor, 
Frank Koss, AEMT, at mtsca@
gmavt.net, call Bristol Rescue 
Squad at 802-453-2472, or email 
info@bristolrescuevt.org.

U.S. Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., 
has launched his 13th annual State of 
the Union Essay Contest. Each year, 
the U.S. president delivers the “State 
of the Union” address to a joint 
session of Congress, which outlines 
priorities for the coming year. Sanders 
said he believes great ideas can come 
from anyone — not just those in 
power — which is why he created 
the State of the Union Essay Contest 
to encourage young people to engage 
in the political process. The contest 
is an opportunity for Vermont high 
school students to describe a major 
issue facing our country and propose 
what they would do to solve it. The 
250-to-500-word essays can be on 
any issue of national importance. A 
volunteer panel of Vermont teachers 
will judge the essays on the students’ 
ability to articulate an issue and 
propose a solution, without regard 
to the students’ political views. 
Following the contest, Sanders will 
enter the essays of the finalists into 
the Congressional Record — the 
official archive of the U.S. Congress. 
More than 5,300 students from high 
schools across Vermont have written 
essays during the past 12 years 
about critically important issues, 
including climate change, racial 
justice, access to mental health care, 
immigration reform, the state of our 
democracy, and much more. Last 
year, Sasha Lann from Brattleboro 
was selected as the winner from 409 
submissions for an essay on voting 
rights. The deadline for student 
essay submissions is Jan. 10. More 
information can be found at sanders.
senate.gov/stateoftheunion or by 
calling 1-800-339-9834.

By the way 
(Continued from Page 1A)
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Middlebury Farmers’ MarketMiddlebury Farmers’ Market
Discover New Holiday Items Every Week!

Dozens of vendors selling:Dozens of vendors selling:
Farm Fresh Produce • Jams & Jellies 

Maple Syrup • Baked Goods • Honey • Meats
 Handcrafted Knit Wear • Wooden items

Cards • Bags • Soaps • Ornaments • Wreaths
Holiday Decorations and much more....

PLUS special holiday activities, including 
raffles, and activities for children of all ages!

On Dec. 10th, show up wearing an ugly/festive sweater
and get automatically entered into a raffle.

Saturdays  9am-12:30 pm | Dec 3, 10, 17, plus Sat. Dec 24th

VFW on Exchange St. in Middlebury

North Branch Students take a deep look at nature through drawing
RIPTON — Since 2001, the 

North Branch School students 
have been spending time in the 
field, observing and drawing from 
nature. 

This year, the tradition has 
intensified. 

All fall, every week, the 26 
students in the Ripton school, an 
independent school for grades 7-9, 
have been venturing outside with 
their science journals, drawing 
what they find in the woods, in the 
rivers, among the ferns and tree 
stumps, on the forest floor, or in the 
leaf-litter.

“The value of drawing like this is 
they are learning to stop and look,” 
said Rose McVay, who teaches 
science and art. “I don’t want them 
to just pass by, or simply notice 
nature. I want them to get up close 
to the natural world and to look 
hard. To be close enough for long 
enough to give the natural world a 
chance to introduce itself to them.”

This fall, a relatively long 
and warm one, has been packed 
with opportunities to draw. The 
very first week in September, the 
students spent a sunny morning 
in the woods around the school, 
drawing whatever they could find. 
Sitting under the trees, students 
excitedly drew, erased, re-drew, 
shaded and water-colored in their 
new notebooks. On the pages of the 
nascent botanical artists appeared 
goldenrod, mullein, wild asters and 
lichens.

“Check out the fern I drew!” 
exclaimed Lil McClain, a ninth-
grader from Lincoln. Each page 
was then dated, and a caption was 
added to the drawings.

“They have freedom to go 
silently, by themselves, anywhere 
into the woods to find what they 
want to draw,” said McVay. 

Initially, McVay based the 
project on the concept of “perpetual 
journals,” which can be kept over 
several years, and encourages the 
artists to return to old pages to 
add new sketches each year. The 
students will be drawing in their 
own perpetual journals all year, 
then adding drawings in following 
years. Eventually, students will 
be able to look back in time as 
their rendering and observational 
skills have deepened and their 
environment has slowly changed.

McVay has also been inspired 
by “Braiding Sweet Grass,” 
the 2018 book by Robin Wall 
Walker that explores indigenous 
wisdom regarding the science and 
teachings of the botanical world. 
“She emphasizes the idea that you 
can’t just admire nature, or walk by 
it,” McVay said. “She emphasizes 
looking again.”

McVay selected 
passages of 
“Braiding Sweet 
Grass” to read to 
the students as they 
launched the nature 
journaling project. 
The students quickly 
came to understand 
the importance of 
spending stretches 
of quiet time simply 
observing. 

“Sometimes the 
tiny, barely visible 
details make more of 
a difference than the 
most blatant, obvious 
parts of something,” 
said Colt Bagnulo, a 
Goshen ninth-grader. 
“The tiny details are 
often more beautiful.”

Since inception, the school has 
encouraged being engaged in the 
natural world. 

“We were outside drawing maple 
leaves in the very first week of our 
first year,” said Tal Birdsey, head 
teacher at the school. “At this 
most active and excitable age, they 
should not be trapped in a room, 
they should be free to move and be 
outside.”

***
Before the school year began, 

each student was asked to bring 
in a specimen from their homes or 
travels. The shelves of the science 
room filled with natural objects 
from all over New England: 
horseshoe crabs, snake skins, 
deer skulls, butterflies and mouse 
skeletons.

The accumulated objects quickly 
formed a kind of “cabinet of 
curiosities.” In the Victorian era, 
“cabinets of curiosities” were the 
first museums. In Germany, they 
were known as “Wunderkammers,” 
or “rooms of wonder.”

“It’s the early model of what a 
museum could be,” McVay said. 
“These were private collections 
which presented amazing objects 
from around the world, and were 

shared to promote the idea that the 
world was infinitely complex and 
there was so much wonder in it.”

As the fall has progressed, 
students have had the opportunity to 
draw constantly. In the rainy weeks 
of September, the woods exploded 
with mushrooms. “The amount and 
number of fungi appearing in the 
woods was astonishing,” Birdsey 
said. “It was an incredible bounty 
for collecting, observing, drawing 
and identifying.” 

One rainy Friday morning was 
spent walking in the woods and 

bringing samples back 
to the science room 
— oyster mushrooms, 
Indian pipe and fly 
agaric. Then the 
students worked 
in silence on their 
drawings, labeling 
each image with the 
accurate scientific 
nomenclature. 

To assist in 
identifying the flora, 
some students used 
their phone apps. And 
they also found that a 
Peterson’s Guide was 
just as good. 

“In order to properly 
identify, they need 
to look closely for 
details,” McVay 
said. “Becoming 

observant, noticing distinguishing 
characteristics — all of this 
is part of looking at the world 
scientifically, being curious, aware, 
concerned, and caring about the 
environment.”

***
Each week presents new 

opportunities. Sometimes flora 
and fauna found at home provide 
material for observation. But 
almost nothing can top wading 
in the frigid stream waters of 
the North Branch River seeking 
underwater critters to draw.

In early fall, the mountain 
streams are filled with the larvae 

of benthic macroinvertebrates, 
the scientific language for bottom 
stream-dwelling insects — 
mayflies, dobson flies, stoneflies 
and water pennies. The more of 
these present, the healthier the 
body of water.

So, on a warm mid-fall day, after 
morning classes, students packed 
their lunches, donned waders and 
mud-boots, and strode into the 
already-ice cold river water that 
runs out of Ripton and into the 
Middlebury River. By grinding 
their boots against the stream 
bottom or lifting large rocks, clouds 
of silt bloomed up. Other students 
stood downstream with nets, 
scooping whatever came flowing 
down-stream. Students shouted 
with excitement as they caught an 
abundant variety of creatures, all of 
which typically remain unseen by 
the average nature-lover.

“My feet were already numb,” 
said Oprea Littlefield, a ninth-
grader from East Middlebury. “But 
we filled our tray with over 20 
different specimens!”

After cataloging and identifying 
what they’d found, the students sat 
on the rocky streamside, drawing 
the macroinvertebrates in silence 
before carefully releasing them. 
“My fingers were numb, so it 
wasn’t my best drawing,” said 
Oliver Wetzel, a seventh-grader 
from Ripton. 

The students happily trudged 
back to school with water sloshing 
in their boots and new drawings in 
their books.

***
As the leaves changed colors, 

students turned to watercolors in 
an effort to approximate the infinite 
shades of red-crimsons, golds, 
oranges and orange-brown. 

An annual school tradition is the 
fall hike, when the whole school 
treks from the trailhead in Goshen, 
near Spirit-in-Nature, and traverses 
the spine of the Oak Ledge trail 
over Mount Moosalamoo to 
Salisbury. By late October, the trail 

is deep in fallen leaves. Above, the 
beech trees still provide a gold-
green canopy, and the contours 
of the rolling hills and slopes are 
visible in the distance. 

Though the early morning was 
chilly by Hale Brook on the Ripton-
Lincoln Road, the assembled 
students were ready with their 
lunches and water, as well as with 
their pencils, pens and journals. By 
mid-morning, the sun had warmed 
the east-facing hillsides, and the 
school took a break on the trail to 
draw.

The instructions were the same 
as every time. “Go to a place alone 
and in silence, find what you want 
to draw, and draw.”

The students spread out over 
the hill, sitting in the dry leaves. 
Some drew ferns. Others drew the 

tree canopy. Some drew decaying 
leaves, while others drew fungi at 
the base of rotting stumps.

“Drawing made me see every 
single tiny vein of a leaf,” said 
Fiona Gong, a ninth-grader from 
Middlebury. “Or the dents on a 
mushroom. As nature disappears, 
it’s important that some of us see 
it first.”

“There is 
something magical 
about a few dozen 
middle-schoolers 
hunched in the 
woods in total 
silence, drawing,” 
Birdsey said. “It is 
rare for us to slow 
down. It is rare for 
humans to leave the 
human world and be 
in the other world.”

Along with 
drawing along the 
trailside, the school 
hiked a section of 
the trail in total 
silence, each student walking in 
meditative silence. 

“It can be hard to take a break 
from each other,” McVay said. 
“Especially for middle-schoolers. 
In silence, you can give your full 
attention to the natural world, and 
all of these other species that have 
so much to show us more about 
how they live, and in doing so, 
teach us how to be better humans.” 

The hike ended at the Falls of 
Lana. After a long day of hiking, 
laughing and drawing, half of 
the school plunged into the cold 
clear pools of Sucker Brook. The 
cold of the mountain waters was 
only partially abated by the late 
afternoon sun finding its way to 
the boulders and wooded banks of 
ferns.

***
In November, the school traveled 

to St. Johnsbury, where the 

Fairbanks Museum houses a world-
class “cabinet of curiosities.” Its 
oldest diorama has been on display 
since 1892. Franklin Fairbanks, 
a man of his time, assembled a 
collection of natural artifacts that 
is stunning to behold. 

After touring the collection, the 
students fanned out to work in their 
books. Some drew shells; others 

drew the large moose 
towering over the 
dimly lit displays. One 
student did a full page 
sketch of a heron’s 
head.

“I enjoy doing these 
drawings,” said Louis 
Klein, an eighth-grader 
from Middlebury. “I 
see how plants change 
appearance in the 
different seasons, and 
how their lives are so 
different from ours. It 
helps me think about 
the small details I pass 
by, all the things with 

their own little lives.”
As the weather gets colder, 

the challenge will be to keep the 
students in the field, drawing and 
recording in their journals.

“We’ll be drawing the wintering 
trees, which are identifiable by their 
budding patterns,” said McVay. 
“It’s winter botany. Snowflakes, 
conifers, cones, snowdrifts, ice, 
animal tracks and seed pods.”

The goal is for each notebook to 
be filled with days and days worth 
of sitting or walking in the woods 
and drawing what lives there. It 
will be a record of three years, and 
a record of the local landscape.

“The kids do amazing work 
when they are given time to really 
sit and look,” Birdsey said. “When 
I see their drawings, I am amazed 
and humbled.”

Editor’s note: This story was 
provided by North Branch School.

“Sometimes 
the tiny, barely 
visible details 
make more of a 
difference than 
the most blatant, 
obvious parts 
of something. 
The tiny details 
are often more 
beautiful.”
— ninth-grader Colt 

Bagnulo

“The value of 
drawing like 
this is they 
are learning to 
stop and look 
… I want them 
to get up close 
to the natural 
world and to 
look hard. To be 
close enough for 
long enough to 
give the natural 
world a chance 
to introduce 
itself to them.”

— Rose McVay

NORTH BRANCH SCHOOL students leave their perpetual journals open on a table at the Ripton 
independent middle school showing drawings of benthic macroinvertebrates from the North Branch 
River that they drew.

Photos courtesy of North Branch School

LAST MONTH, NORTH Branch students visited the Fairbanks Museum in St. Johnsbury to see 
its “cabinet of curiosities” and draw the natural artifacts they observed. Shown are, left, seventh-
grader Aurora Foley of Brandon recording what she sees; Middlebury seventh-grader Charlotte Case 
drawing at the Fairbanks; and Lincoln ninth-grader Lila Brightman earlier in the fall sketching benthic 
macroinvertebrates in her notebook.

MIDDLE SCHOOLERS CHARLOTTE Case, left, and Oprea Littlefield 
inspect benthic macro invertebrates at the North Branch River in 
preparation for drawing.
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• The Alexander Technique  
& Breathing Coordination

• Breath, Balance, Mental  
& Physical Wellbeing

• 50 years of teaching this 
work I love

• Private Lessons Available

Regaining Ease 
in Stressful Times

Barbara Kent, Certified ACAT, mAmSAT 
Middlebury Studio
barakent@aol.com  917-797-7823
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Practitioner of the WeekPractitioner of the Week
Georgia Dune is 
a Certified Massage 
Therapist (18 yrs), 
Reflexologist (15 
yrs) and Licensed 
Esthetician (4 yrs). 
She specializes in 
Reflexology-based 
foot massage and 
provides an eclectic 
menu of professional 
bodywork and skin 
care services by 
appointment. All 
of her work has an 
emphasis on pain 
relief, self-care, body positivity; wellness 
inside and out. 
  
Georgia’s holistic wellness practice, 
DuneSpa is located in Somawork Wellness 
Center at 50 Court Street in Middlebury. 
 
Visit Dunespavt.com for more information 

and to see her full menu of services. 
 Georgiadune@gmail.com

802-377-2507

Georgia Dune,
Certified Massage 

Therapist, Reflexologist   
& Esthetician

FERRISBURGH — “These 
horrible crooks, so different in 
looks, are nonetheless equally 
mean!” 

Students of the 5th and 6th 
grade classes of Ferrisburgh 

Central School chanted 
in the darkness, 
convening on 
the stage in 
front of over 160 
members of the 

c o m m u n i t y 
filling the gym 

to capacity 

on the 
night of Nov. 
18. 

With the apron 
repainted, burned-out 
lights replaced, the patched 
and threadbare golden curtain 
cleaned and reinstalled, 
the Ferrisburgh Children’s 
Theatre was ready to stage 
its play. On the program was 

“The Fantastic Mr. Fox,” adapted 
by Sally Reid, and directed by the 
team Caroline Griffin, Cyndy Hall 
and Katherine Yarbrough. 

The technical team led by 
Yarbrough’s husband Finn, including 
Reese Matton (tech), Rylan Brunet, 

C o n n o r 
H u s k , 

S a s k i a 
J o n e s 
a n d 

Amelia 
Bynum, and 

their parents. 
They worked to 

maximize 
the use of 
l i m i t e d 
space and 
r e s o u r c e s 

to create a set with a trapdoor and 
a life-size animatronic excavator 
claw descending from the ceiling! 

“We built the world of the play 
together,” said Griffin, “where 
everyone belonged, and in doing so, 
made ourselves a creative home.” 

The play follows the eponymous 
Fox, played by Cici Neffinger and 
Beowulf Yarbrough, as he struggles 
for survival with his family (Violet 
Roesch, Elianna Venables-Vogel, 
Gretchen Hill, Lydia Paquette and 
Lily Wells), outwitting t h e 
cunning farmers 
Boggis (Casey 

Clark), 
B u n c e 

(Addie Gaudette) and 
Bean (Roxanne Griffin). 

Carl Roesch, father of “Mrs. 
Fox,” shared his impression of his 
daughter Violet’s creative process: 

“I offered to run lines with her 
when she got home, but she just 
told me that she had it.” Shaking his 

head, he added, “and she did.” 
The moment that the curtains 

closed, the ensemble erupted in a 
euphoric scream. In the audience, 
Bill Clark, father of “Boggis,” turned 
toward his three older children, all 
FCS graduates, and found his tears 
reflected in their eyes. 

Co-director Yarbrough summed 
up the experience: “I think they all 
discovered that they are capable of 
more than they imagined and that 
they can do truly great, exhilarating 
things.”

Editor’s note: Thanks to Finn 
Yarbrough for supplying the story.

Ferrisburgh students stage a fantastic “Mr. Fox”

FERRISBURGH CHILDREN’S THEATRE thespians enchanted an audience of 160 at a Nov. 18 
performance of “The Fantastic Mr. Fox.” Pictured at the performance are, clockwise from above, Elke 
Yarbrough as Mr. Badger; Violet Roesch as Mrs. Fox; the full cast; Addie Gaudette as farmer Bunce, 
Roxanne Griffin as farmer Bean and Casey Clark as farmer Boggis; and Beowulf Yarbrough as Mr. 
Fox.

Photos by Bill Clark
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DEADLINE FOR ACCEPTANCE IS DECEMBER 16. 

NAMENAME

The Middlebury Lions Club informs those 
who wish to memorialize the names of their 
deceased relatives and friends on this year’s 
“Christmas Memory Tree” that they may do 
so by the donation of a dollar for each name 

and forwarding the names to the:
Middlebury Lions Club

P.O. Box 5
Middlebury, VT 05753

The Lions suggest each name
be typed or printed so

as to be legible. 
Please use below or attach a 
separate list for more names.

Due to size & age, the memory 
tree at Court Square is being replaced with a 
healthier, younger tree of the same species, so 

that we may effectively continue the memory tree campaign.

SPONSORED BY Laberge Insurance

You’re invited to SHARD VILLA’S 

JOB FAIRJOB FAIR
Wednesday, December 7, 2022 - 4:00 - 6:00 
 1177 Shard Villa Road, Salisbury, VT 05769

PLEASE STOP BY AND ENJOY SOME CIDER AND COOKIES AND 
LEARN ABOUT OUR AVAILABLE JOB OPENINGS!!!

802-352-4369
www.shardvilla.orgCurbside pick-up, local delivery & shipping available

12 Main St, Bristol   •  802-453-6945   •   www.simonsaysvt.com

Squishy stuff  •  Sparkly things
Clothes to wear • Boots to try on 
Candy to eat  •  Games to play

Puzzles to solve

Come find it all at Simon Says.Come find it all at Simon Says. 

Playmobil & LEGO to build
Squishmallows & stuffies to hug,

Markers, Clay, Backpacks
Nesting Dolls •  Giggles and Fun

Downtown
(Continued from Page 1A)

and Jennifer Urban, the owners/
operators of Crooked Ladle, told 
the Independent on Tuesday they 
just signed a two-year lease for 51 
Main St., one of the largest spaces 
in Middlebury’s sprawling Battell 
Block. But the pandemic and the 
downtown Middlebury rail tunnel 
project were in part responsible 
for the location being idle since 
the Rough Cut restaurant closed in 
November of 2018.

“It’s been my dream to be able 
to partner with a food professional 
and come up with a model that 
works for the restaurants but also 
does what my mission is, which 
to provide free meals in a way 
that doesn’t revolve around when 
I’m available to distribute them,” 
Farrell said.

The Urbans and Farrell stressed 
they’re still sorting on their 
business plan, but this much is 
clear:

• Crooked Ladle will manage 
the venue’s soon-to-be-installed 
commercial kitchen, 
where the business will 
produce hearty fare, 
primarily for catering 
gigs. But the couple 
also expects to serve 
meals to customers at 
51 Main around three 
days a week (likely 
dinners, 4-8 p.m.), with 
to-go meals available 
throughout the week. 
Crooked Ladle will 
also serve as the in-
house caterer for events taking 
place in the multi-level 51 Main 
space.

Crooked Ladle Catering 
started as a food truck in 2019 in 
collaboration with Bobcat Café 
& Brewery in Bristol. Under the 
Urbans’ stewardship, it has grown 
into a standalone, comprehensive 
caterer that serves Addison 

(See Automat, Page 16A)

Reen’s presentation also 
indicated an expected increase in 
the district’s revenue, based on 
MAUSD receiving an estimated 
80% of Lincoln 7-12 grade 
students on tuition. 

With lower expenses and higher 
revenue, the district’s education 
spending for FY24 is expected to 
be slightly lower than in previous 
years. Though MAUSD officials 
expect to lose 23.58 equalized 
pupils for FY24, so there are 
fewer students to divide that 
spending amongst, resulting in the 
increased spending per pupil. 

Reen’s Nov. 22 figures also 
assume that all Lincoln Community 

School staff stay with MAUSD 
and are relocated to work in one 
of the district’s other schools. At 
a previous board meeting, Reen 
explained this assumption is a 
conservative approach, as there’s 
no way of estimating how many 
Lincoln staff choose to stay with 
the district. Lincoln School Board 
members have said they expect 
a good number of LCS staff will 
choose to stay at the elementary 
school and work for the Lincoln 
School District. 

 The increase in per pupil 
spending has the potential to drive 
up the MAUSD tax rate for FY24. 
Reen’s presentation projected the 
property tax rate could increase in 

MAUSD’s four towns 
by around 7 cents, 
varying slightly based 
on the common level 
of appraisal. Starksboro 
could see the highest 
increase of 7.34 cents 
and Monkton would see 
the lowest increase in 
property taxes at 6.92 
cents. Those paying 
based on their income 
would also likely see an 
increase in the tax rate, by around 
$3. 

Reen’s presentation included the 
recommendation that the district 
use a portion of the Education 
Reserve Fund (which has a current 

balance of $1.1 million) 
to reduce the cost per 
pupil while supporting 
staffing levels for one 
year. Using $500,000 
of the district’s fund 
balance or education 
reserve fund is 
projected to reduce the 
cost per pupil to a 5% 
increase and result in 
an increase of around 
3.5 cents in the tax rate 

for the four towns. 
The Nov. 22 presentation also 

included how the district could 
prepare for future budget seasons 
using the time it buys by using 
education reserve funds. Plans 

identified include beginning to 
apply cost effective mindset 
strategies and acting on some of 
the options suggested by New 
Solutions K-12, a firm the district 
hired last year evaluate facilities 
proposals and identify options 
for addressing challenges due to 
continued declining enrollment. 

According to the unapproved 
Nov. 22 meeting minutes, Reen 
told the board that the district is 
working with Nate Levenson from 
New Solutions through this year 
and can implement some of the 
cost-effective mindset that will 
create efficiencies and protect 
programming. 

The district is also continuing 

conversations with the Addison 
Northwest School District to 
identify how to make use of 
cooperative programming. Both 
districts are navigating how to 
protect programming for students 
while dealing with declining 
enrollment and rising operational 
costs. Reen told the board there 
are obstacles in cooperative 
programming between the two 
districts, but conversations are 
continuing in the hopes of finding 
opportunities where possible.  

The MAUSD board will 
continue to work on a budget 
proposal with hopes of completing 
it late this year or in early January.

MAUSD
(Continued from Page 1A)

By MARIN HOWELL 
LINCOLN — Following 

the State Board of Education’s 
decision last week to designate 
the Lincoln School District (LSD) 
as a supervisory district, Lincoln 
School Board directors are 
confident the district will be able to 
provide its own supervisory union 
services, such as transportation 
and special education, by the 
time it begins operating as an 
independent school district next 
year. 

Some of the next steps for the 
LSD include staffing a central 
office, creating an FY24 budget 
for Lincoln residents to vote on 
next year, and finding additional 
funds to cover transition costs as 
the district works to get up and 
running. 

Lincoln School Board Chair 
Jennifer Oldham said the LSD 
has in many ways already been 
preparing to offer some of its own 
supervisory union services, and 
the district won’t be starting from 
scratch on these tasks. 

“We began laying the 
groundwork to provide central 
office services when we 
were working with Ripton in 
anticipation of forming the 
Mountain SU and continued those 
efforts when it looked like we 
could potentially join another SU, 

knowing in some cases it would 
be more efficient for Lincoln to 
provide these services ourself,” 
she wrote in a recent email to the 
Independent. 

“We already have the 
information and relationships we 
need to make decisions on things 
like transportation, food service 
and the provision of special 
education services.”
STAFFING A CENTRAL 
OFFICE 

Oldham said the district has 
already drafted job descriptions 
for the central office positions 
it is looking to fill. The district 
is currently expecting to 
have to fill 1.5-2 full-time 
equivalent positions that will 
cover responsibilities related to 
leadership, special education, 
financial and business operations 
and administrative support. 

“We feel confident we can 
find the staff we need, especially 
since there will be flexibility in 
both location and work hours, 
something we know is of interest 
to a certain segment of the labor 
pool,” Oldham said. 

The district also has some 
flexibility in how it structures the 
central office positions based on 
the candidates it’s able to find, 
according to Oldham.

“How these (positions) all 

come together in 
terms of the number 
of staff or even job 
titles, will depend on 
the candidates. We 
have the luxury of 
flexibility,” she said.
FINANCES

In terms of funding 
its own supervisory 
district, Oldham 
said the district 
feels positively 
about its ability to 
cover transition 
costs associated 
with preparing for 
operations and in the 
FY24 budget school 
board directors have 
been working on. 

At the LSD’s first 
annual meeting held 
on Aug. 18, Lincoln 
residents voted to allow the school 
board to borrow money and 
approved district expenditures of 
up to $50,000 to fund transition 
costs, such as hiring consultants. 
The district has also been raising 
private funds to cover costs. 

“Our spending has been lower 
than anticipated and our private 
fundraising has been very 
successful to date, providing us 
with more confidence about being 
able to manage the total cost of the 

transition,” Oldham 
said. 

In communication 
with the state board, the 
LSD noted that school 
board directors have 
received “assurances 
from banks of our 
ability to borrow funds 
to cover transition 
costs not covered by 
private fundraising” 
and that the district 
plans to hold another 
vote with Lincoln 
residents regarding 
spending approval for 
those additional funds, 
likely in January. 

School board 
directors have also 
been working on an 
FY24 budget to present 
to Lincoln voters, with 

the help of a former supervisory 
district business manager and 
finance manager, Brittany Gilman 
of Proctor. The LSD submitted a 
preliminary $4.7 million budget 
to the state board ahead of last 
week’s meeting, which estimated 
a 5.87% increase in the tax rate for 
Lincoln residents. 

Oldham said those numbers 
are likely close to what residents 
will end up voting on, though the 
district will continue to refine the 

budget as needed. 
“I am very confident the budget 

is as realistic as it possibly can 
be with the information currently 
available to us. Whenever we get 
new/different information we will 
continue to revise it as we have 
been doing all along,” Oldham 
said. 
NETWORK OF SUPPORT 

Oldham said Lincoln residents 
remain supportive of the district’s 
work and that school board 
members have aimed to have an 
open dialogue with the community 
throughout this process.  

“Support in the community 
has remained strong throughout 
the process and being designated 
our own supervisory district 
certainly creates a new wave of 
enthusiasm,” she said. “All along, 
we’ve been transparent about the 
challenges we have faced and have 
been open to hearing from those 
with concerns about our trajectory, 
especially in terms of the potential 
tax implications of going it alone. 
We respect everyone’s opinion 
and I think complete transparency 
is the only way to keep people 
engaged and on-board.” 

Community support has also 
come in the form of volunteer 
counseling from an informal 
advisory council. Oldham said this 
growing group of individuals is 

made up of community members 
with relevant expertise who have 
offered advice and assistance 
throughout the LSD’s process of 
forming an independent school 
district. 

“It is not a formal group, but 
rather an expanding network of 
highly knowledgeable individuals 
who have, from the beginning, 
found Lincoln’s efforts to be 
admirable and worth lending their 
counsel to,” Oldham said. 

And in addition to volunteer 
efforts, the LSD is working 
with consultants to help support 
and guide their work. The 
district recently added Mendon 
resident Madelyn Burke as an 
educational consultant. Burke has 
held administrative and special 
education positions in both the 
Vermont and New Hampshire 
public school systems and joins 
the network of support Oldham 
said the district feels empowered 
by. 

“We are excited and 
motivated,” Oldham said of the 
work ahead. “We have brought 
on an exceptional educational 
consultant to work closely with 
us through this process, and 
with the continued support of 
the community and our network 
of advisors, we know we will be 
ready by July 1, 2023.” 

Lincoln prepares to offer supervisory union services

County and beyond. Having been 
in the local restaurant industry 

for the past 15 years, 
the Urbans have 
developed a strong 
network of local farms 
and food producers.

• Everything Nice, 
a houseplant and 
home decor boutique 
currently based at 66 
Merchants Row, will 
occupy a portion of 51 
Main. As is currently 
the case, Everything 
Nice will be the home 

and a funding source (along with 
grants and donations) for the 
Giving Fridge, which works with 
area restaurants, farms and other 
area enterprises to assemble great-

quality meals that are free for 
people in need, and cost $10 for 
those who are able to pay.

To date, the Giving Fridge 
has dispensed more than 20,000 
healthy, restaurant-prepared meals 
— along with compassionate 
connections to relevant support 
services — to families and 
individuals experiencing health 
concerns and financial hardship. 
Moreover, the Giving Fridge 
provided a financial boost to area 
restaurants that lost considerable 
business during months of 
pandemic restrictions on in-person 
commerce. Giving Fridge has thus 
reinvested more than $200,000 
into the local economy.
AUTOMAT

Farrell and the Urbans plan on 

bringing regular entertainment 
back to 51 Main and offering 
the spot for special events. And 
here’s another feature: Farrell has 
received a grant that will allow 
her to install two automated food 
dispensers at the venue.

 One machine will feature 20 
cubbies that will dispense heated, 
freshly prepared meals. The 
other machine will include 100 
refrigerated slots containing fresh, 
refrigerated meals. Folks will 
be able to purchase the automat 
meals using a credit card, while 
qualifying low-income folks will 
have a code to access food for free. 
Farrell said she’ll involve local 

restaurants in the automat system, 
the details of which are still being 
worked out.

Loren Urban said Crooked Ladle 
will keep its food truck, but the 
growing business needed a full-
scale kitchen for food prep. The 
catering operation had initially 
been doing food prep in the busy 
Bobcat kitchen, before rebranding 
as Crooked Ladle in early 2019.

“We said, ‘OK, we’re going to 
take a leap of faith and go out on 
our own,’” he said.

Crooked Ladle first began 
leasing kitchen space and storage 
at Bristol’s Jones The Boy Bake 

“We feel 
confident we 
can find the 
staff we need, 
especially 
since there will 
be flexibility 
in both 
location and 
work hours, 
something 
we know is 
of interest 
to a certain 
segment of the 
labor pool.” 

— Lincoln School 
Board Chair 

Jennifer Oldham

REEN

“We always 
intended to 
stay small; we 
never thought 
we would be 
serving over 
1,000 people a 
week.”

— Loren Urban
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If  you’re not sleeping,  
maybe you’re doing it wrong.

   

MAUI™
MEDIUM

      Twin Set ...... $849
     Full Set ........... $949
      Queen Set ........... $999
   King Set ............... $1399

Simmons Beautyrests are designed to bring you better quality sleep – 
so you’ll have more energy the next day.

   
      Twin Set ...... $895
     Full Set ......... $1095
      Queen Set ......... $1299
   King Set ............... $1699

CAYMAN™
EXTRA FIRM

  

L-CLASS™
MEDIUM

      
     Twin Set ....... $2599
    Full Set ............ $3099
   Queen Set ............ $3299
 King Set ................. $4099

  

L-CLASS™
FIRM

    
       Twin Set ........ $2299
    Full Set ............ $2799
    Queen Set ........... $2999  
King Set ................. $3799

  

L-CLaSS™
PiLLow ToP

    
     Twin XL SeT .... $2999
    FuLL SeT ............ $3299
    Queen SeT ............. $3599
  King SeT ................. $4399

  

C-CLASS™
FIRM

      Twin Set .... $3199
     Full Set ......... $3599
      Queen Set ......... $3899
   King Set ............... $4799

  

C-CLASS™
MEDIUM

    
      Twin Set ...... $3199
   Full Set ........... $3599
      Queen Set ......... $3899
   King Set ............... $4799

1-800-261-WOOD
802-388-6297

• FREE Delivery
• FREE Set-up
• FREE Removal

    www.woodwarevt.com 

FREEDELIVERY

Route 7 South • Middlebury VT  •  Hours: Monday-Saturday 9-5, Closed Sundays

Motion 
Separation 

Index

170
Super pocketed coil™ SpringS
the gold Standard in undiSturbed reSt.

All Simmons® mattresses are built 
so well you never have to flip them

for the life of the mattress.

ottercreekusedbooks.com 

99 Maple St.,
Marble Works, Midd.

802-388-3241

Tues.-Sat. 10-5

64 Main St,
Middlebury

802-388-7711
vtsown.com

Give the gift
of  LOCAL

this season.
WE SHIP!

Shop
Locally

Stop in to fi nd all your 
HOLIDAY FAVORITES!

51 Ossie Road
East Middlebury, VT  

802-989-7220

14 College St. 
Middlebury, VT
802-388-3371

OtterCreekBakery.com

Automat
(Continued from Page 15A)

Shop.
“Then we outgrew that,” Urban 

said.
Major growth wasn’t what the 

couple had envisioned.
“We always intended to stay 

small; we never thought we would 
be serving over 1,000 people a 
week,” Loren Urban said.

But now the couple is embracing 
expansion at 51 Main, something 
they said wouldn’t have been 
possible without the collaboration 
with Farrell and an attainable rental 
agreement with Doug Nedde, the 
Battell Block owner.

Jennifer Urban will remain a 
big part of Crooked Ladle, but 
she’s also an educator. She teaches 
second grade at Mary Hogan 
Elementary and is also seeking 
licensure to become a school 
principal. Urban along the way 
has gotten a 15-year education at 
local restaurants, waiting tables at 
the Black Sheep (where she met 
Loren), the Bobcat, Tourterelle, 
Park Squeeze, The Lobby and 
others before joining her husband 
at Crooked Ladle.

“This was not part of the plan, 
but it’s a happy coincidence,” she 
said of 51 Main. “We were joking 
that we wanted to find a place with 
a hood fan and it would be OK.”

CHANCE MEETING
Jennifer Urban visited 66 

Merchants Row hoping there 
might still be vestiges of a kitchen 
from when that Town Hall Theater-
owned location was known as 
The Diner. She met with Farrell, 
who was preparing to wind down 
Everything Nice/the Giving Fridge 
in anticipation of her 66 Merchants 
Row lease expiring next April.

“As we were talking, we said 
‘Waiting a minute, (51 Main) 
could be a really great shared 
opportunity,’” Farrell said. “I’ve 
been limited by not having a 
commercial kitchen, zoning 
(changes) and not having more 
space.”

So what will happen to 66 
Merchants Row after Farrell leaves 
next spring?

Lisa Mitchell, THT executive 
director, said that is being 
determined.

“Ultimately, our goal is to 
continue to expand THT’s 
programming and community 
impact in Addison County,” she 
said.

Meanwhile, she said she’s happy 
to see Farrell find a space that 
will “vastly expand her business 
possibilities.”
LOCAL REACTION

Karen Duguay, executive 

director of the Better Middlebury 
Partnership, is also rooting for the 
Urbans and Farrell.

“We’re really excited by this 
mixed-use concept,” she said. 
“Having two already established 
businesses sharing the space to 
bring food, drink, entertainment 
and retail together is a creative idea 
that I think the community will 
really enjoy.”

Duguay believes the trio’s joint 
business plan will have legs. It will 
create more jobs, and the Urbans 
are open to the prospect of making 
the commercial kitchen available to 
other small food-related businesses 
that are facing the same struggles 
Crooked Ladle has.

“Businesses are facing 
unparalleled challenges, especially 

those in the food service industry,” 
Duguay said. “What Crooked 
Ladle and Everything Nice/
The Giving Fridge have planned 
addresses these challenges with a 
smart, scalable model that I think 
will prove successful.”

Jennifer Urban is also excited 
about the intangibles the 
collaborative venture can bring to 
Middlebury.

“Our biggest goal is to bring 
more joy back into the community 
— and I think Middlebury has done 
a great job with that in the past few 
years,” she said. “We want to bring 
people together, creating a more 
cohesive community over food. 
How much better can you get than 
that?”

TWO LOCAL BUSINESSES are joining forces on a plan to bring a 
mixture of food, retail and entertainment to the long-vacant 51 Main 
St. venue in downtown Middlebury. Pictured, from left, are Bethanie 
Farrell of Everything Nice and the Giving Fridge; and Loren and 
Jennifer Urban, the owners/operators of Crooked Ladle Catering LLC.

Independent photo/John Flowers

The BMP’s chocolate bar sale and raffle 
is back, featuring local prizes including 

$500 CASH 
for a local shopping spree!  

$10/bar, sold at local stores.  
See prize list at ExperienceMiddlebury.com
Thank you to IPJ Real Estate for sponsoring this fundraiser!
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MIDDLEBURY — In action in 
the past 10 days, the Middlebury 
College women’s basketball team 
picked up a pair of one-sided 
victories over in-state competition. 
The Panthers improved to 3-2 
and are likely to face a tougher 
challenge at Springfield this 
Saturday at 1 p.m. and at home on 
Wednesday at 5:30 p.m. against 
Plattsburgh.

Middlebury will wrap up its first 
semester by visiting Skidmore next 
Friday, Dec. 9, and hosting Union 
on Sunday, Dec. 11, at 3 p.m.

On Nov. 22, the Panthers 
dominated the middle quarters and 
defeated visiting Castleton, 73-51. 
The game was tied after one period, 
19-19, but Middlebury outscored 
the Spartans, 21-5, in the second 
quarter and then put the game on 
ice with a 20-11 margin in the third 
period.

The Spartans used a 15-2 first-
quarter run to lead, 19-14, before 
the Panthers took charge. Panther 

Gianna Palli scored the final five 
points of the period to forge the 
tie entering the second quarter, 
and then Alexa Mustafaj scored 11 
points in a 17-3 Panther run to open 
the second period. Middlebury also 
held Castleton to two-for-15 from 
the floor in the second quarter and 
took a 40-24 lead at the break.

A Palli three to close the third 
quarter gave Middlebury an 
insurmountable 60-35 advantage.

Mustafaj scored a game-high 28 
points, 24 in the first half, when she 
hit four threes. Palli finished with 
eight points nine rebounds and four 
assists, Augusta Dixon scored eight 
and grabbed seven boards, and 
Gabby Stuart scored 11.

Liz Bailey (11 points) and Elise 
Magro (nine) led the 4-2 Spartans. 
VUHS graduate Felicia Poirier, a 
first-year, scored four points and 
nabbed six rebounds in 16 minutes 
off the bench for Castleton. 

On Tuesday, 11 Panthers scored PANTHER SENIOR REAGAN McDonald makes a move into the lane during the Middlebury’s Nov. 22 
home game vs. Castleton. The Panthers prevailed, 73-51.

Independent photo/Steve James

By ANDY KIRKALDY
ADDISON COUNTY — Our 

high school sports coverage this 

season began and ended with games 
between the same two football 
teams, but the games could hardly 

have been more different, even if 
the outcomes matched. 

Back on Sept. 3, Champlain 
Valley came to Doc Collins Field 
and steamrolled Middlebury, 56-
19. The Tigers got thumped at St. 
Johnsbury a week later, and after 
MUHS picked up a couple of wins 
against second-tier teams, visiting 
defending champion Essex ran over 
them in Middlebury.

At 2-3 nobody would have 
picked them to meet CVU in the D-I 
final, but the Tigers, a young team, 
steadily improved on both sides of 
the ball. The offensive line opened 
holes. The defensive line pressured 
quarterbacks. The backs ran hard, 
and turnovers dwindled. Defensive 
backs picked off passes. 

And there the 7-3 Tigers were 
in the Nov. 12 final in Rutland for 
a rematch with the 9-1 Redhawks. 
They took a first-half lead, but a 
couple MUHS miscues helped 
CVU go up, 24-13, midway through 
the fourth quarter. The Tigers then 
mounted a 98-yard march to make 
it 24-19, held on defense and drove 
again, getting a first-and-goal 
from the eight with enough time 
for two plays. But two passes fell 
incomplete, and a magical season 

came to an end. 
There were nothing but winners 

on the field that evening. The D-I 
coaches chose Tiger Coach Dennis 
Smith as the league’s coach of the 
year. My guess is it was unanimous. 
Fourteen Tigers received postseason 
recognition (see football all-star 
story on Page 2B).

In between those two bookends, 
local high school sports teams this 
fall offered plenty of excitement, 
including two championship teams, 
four semifinalists, and two top-three 
cross-country squads. 

The titles came early. On Oct. 8, 
the first-year MUHS varsity bass-
fishing team came back from South 
Hero with the state championship 
trophy. 

The Tiger duo of Riley Disorda 
and Dylan Stowe brought in 15.77 
pounds of fish, edging second-place 
Mount Abraham’s 15.44 pounds, 
with the six biggest bass scoring. 
Owen Jenkins, Jordan Schroeder, 
Riley Coffey took turns as two 
anglers on  the Eagle boat. 

The Tiger boat’s last stop made 
the difference: Stowe hooked a 
3-pound smallmouth bass, and then 
Disorda reeled in one close to 4 

COLLEGE SPORTS
Women’s Hockey

11/22 Midd vs Castleton ....................3-1
11/26 Midd vs Elmira .........................3-1 
11/27 Wis-River Falls vs Midd .. 3-2 (OT)

Men’s Hockey
11/25 Plattsburgh vs Midd .................5-0 
11/26 Aurora vs Midd .........................5-2

Women’s Basketball
11/22 Midd vs Castleton ................73-51
11/29 Midd vs Lyndon ....................79-27

Men’s Basketball
11/22 Midd vs Johnson ..................65-57
11/27 Midd vs Endicott ..................74-63

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Girls’ Hockey

12/10 CVU at MUHS ......................5 PM 
Boys’ Hockey

12/10 CVU at MUHS ......................7 PM
Boys’ Basketball

12/9 Randolph at Mt. Abe ...............7 PM
Girls’ Basketball

12/9 Richford at VUHS  ..................7 PM
12/9 OV at MUHS ...........................7 PM
12/9 Mt. Abe at Fair Haven .............7 PM

Nordic Skiing
12/10...................  MUHS Hosts at Rikert  

Wrestling
12/10................  Mt. Abe at St. J Tourney
12/10.............VUHS/OV at NAC Tourney

COLLEGE SPORTS
Women’s Hockey

12/2 Amherst at Midd ......................7 PM
12/3 Amherst at Midd ......................3 PM
12/10 Midd at UMass-Boston .........4 PM

Men’s Hockey
12/2 Midd at Conn ..........................7 PM
12/3 Midd at Tufts ...........................4 PM
12/9 Midd at Hamilton .....................7 PM
12/10 Midd at Amherst ....................3 PM

Women’s Basketball
12/3 Midd at Springfield ..................1 PM
12/7 Plattsburgh at Midd ............5:30 PM
12/9 Midd at Skidmore ...............5:30 PM
12/11 Union at Midd ........................3 PM 

Men’s Basketball
12/3 Midd vs Carnegie Mellon 
(Rochester) .................................... 1 PM
12/4 Midd at Rochester ................. 2 PM
12/7 Plattsburgh at Midd ........... 7:30 PM 
12/9 Midd at Skidmore .............. 7:30 PM
12/11 Stevens at Midd ................... 1 PM

ScheduleSchedule

On the so-called Cyber Monday, 
just three days after Black Friday, 
I deleted about 90 ads from my 
inbox, many for electronics. 

Two weeks 
ago, I finished 
writing and 
revising a book 
about rivers, 
trout and fly 
fishing in the 
Bristol Bay 
watershed of 

Alaska. Finishing 
the book brought 

a sense of satisfaction and relief. It 
also brought a sense of loss to be 
done with a project I’ve enjoyed 
and learned so much from. 

I’ve been working on the book 
for more than seven years. When I 
first started the travel and research, I 
thought I was just writing an article 
or two about a massive proposed 
open-pit mine atop the world’s 
most important wild salmon water. 
The more time I spent in the area 
and the more I learned, however, 
the more my project expanded. By 
the time my research began to wrap 
up in 2022, I had not only published 
several magazine and newspaper 
stories, I had far more than a book’s 
worth of material and experiences 
to try to fit between the covers of 
a single publication. The proposed 
mine project that first prompted 
my interest had seemingly died 
and been resurrected several times, 
while other resource extraction 
and development concerns have 
arisen. And the impact of climate 
change has eclipsed all of them 
as the greatest ongoing ecological 
threat to the Bristol Bay region, 
and indeed to all of Alaska and the 
world. 

Putting the finishing touches on 
this book (my fifth exploring river 
ecology through the narratives of 
fly fishing) brought my thoughts 

Wisdom from a
friend: A reflection 
on writing and place

MATTHEW
DICKERSON

MIDDLEBURY — The 
Middlebury College men’s 
basketball team picked up two 
recent road wins to improve to 
4-0. The Panthers, who were 
ranked No. 14 in last week’s 
NCAA Division III poll, will play 
two games at the University of 
Rochester this weekend and then 
host Plattsburgh at 7:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Dec. 7. 

On Nov. 22, the Panthers 
overcame an eight-point halftime 
deficit to prevail at NVU-Johnson, 
65-57. Early in the second half, 
back-to-back buckets from Jaden 
Bobbett and Alex Sobel cut the 
Badgers lead to 38-32, and soon 
afterward the Panthers moved 
to a 43-42 lead with the help of 

eight points from Noah Osher. 
Eventually, Sobel scored six 

points in 50 seconds to give 
Middlebury a 60-53 advantage 
with 4:39 left in the game, and 
the Panthers went on to the 65-57 
win.  

Sobel recorded 24 points and 
six rebounds, while Osher’s 18 
points included three makes from 
three-point range. 

Yeskin Walker Williams scored 
24 for Johnson, and Mohammed 
Semega added 17. 

On Sunday, the Panthers led by 
as many as 25 points in the second 
half before topping host Endicott, 
74-63. The Gulls cut what 
had been a 60-35 Middlebury 
advantage to 64-59 with 1:25 to 

go, but the Panthers hit six-of-six 
from the line to repel the rally. 

Sobel led the way with 26 
points and 10 rebounds while 
hitting four of five three-point 
attempts. Osher was four-for-four 
from behind the arc during a 
14-point night. 

Osher is now tied for third 
place in the Panther record 
books for three-pointers. He has 
tallied at least one three-pointer 
in 20-straight contests. Osher 
was also four-for-four from the 
charity stripe, while contributing 
16 points.

Jeff Hill led the 2-2 Gulls with 
24 points.

Men’s hoop remains unbeaten

From fishing to football, fall offered drama, fun

Women’s hoop takes two 
from Vermont opponents

ONE NEVER KNOWS what play will prove to be critical during the course of a game, 
especially in an often low-scoring sport like soccer. Here, in a game between the 
region’s two best teams, two of the best players in the county go head-to-head: VUHS 
leading scorer Elijah Duprey and MUHS goalie Owen Lawton. Lawton ranged to deny 
Duprey’s breakaway bid; ultimately the contest ended in a 0-0 tie. 

Independent file photo/Steve James

SENIOR FORWARD OLIVIA Campbell had a nice season for the Mount Abe field 
hockey team, usually relying on stick skills, quickness and savvy. Here she decided the 
best percentage move on this play against visiting Middlebury was just to let the shot 
continue toward the cage and Tiger goalie Michaela Charbonneau, and Campbell did so 
with acrobatic grace. 

Independent file photo/Steve James

BAXTER HARRINGTON, 
SHOWN at a Mount Abe meet, 
was one of a competitive Tiger 
cross-country team’s top 
runners. Maybe it’s because he 
actually enjoys the sport — look 
at the smile. Cross-country can 
also be picturesque. 

Independent file photo/Steve James

THE MT. ABE-VUHS football team took a step forward this 
fall, reaching the playoffs with a .500 record and then winning a 
quarterfinal on the road. One reason was junior receiver/punter/
placekicker/defensive back Ian Funke, seen here leaving several 
Otters in his wake on a 72-yard catch-and-run TD. Funke in that game 
totaled three touchdowns, eight catches, and 207 yards; punted 
well; kicked an extra point and blocked an extra point. We’re pretty 
sure after the game he escorted elderly fans to their cars in the OV 
parking lot.

Independent file photo/Steve James

(See Basketball, Page 3B)

(See Fall wrap, Page 2B)

FEW PHOTOS BETTER capture the emotion of soccer than this one. 
Tiger forward Max Carpenter beams with joy after scoring a critical 
goal against Vergennes as teammates Esra Anzali (No. 7) and Cady 
Pitner congratulate her. Meanwhile, the Commodores are dejected in 
what proved to be a one-goal setback. The Fucile Field slope always 
provides a great backdrop, and the red leaves echoing Carpenter’s 
hair color add a nice bonus. I’m not sure Steve planned that, though.

Independent file photo/Steve James

SPORTS
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South Starksboro, VT Homeowner 
Recommends Bristol Electronics

FREE SITE EVALUATIONS

802 . 453 . 2500
BristolElectronicsVT.com

Bristol Electronics installed our 20 panels quickly, efficiently, 
courteously and just the way we wanted them. Our roof is a difficult 
one due to our post-and-beam construction, but nevertheless, the crew 
was friendly, informative and just great people. Then even in the cloud 
cover, we began immediately to generate electricity! Furthermore (and 
most importantly for others deciding to install solar), the price was fair, 
competitive and honest. If we had another home, I’d want them to put the 
solar panels on that one, too! We recommend solar and Bristol Electronics 
without reservation!

Lawrence & Cynthia Jones ~ South Starksboro

Order online, call, or stop by to order yours!  

802.388.7166
HOURS: WED–FRI 4-8PM, SAT & SUN 12-8PM

FIRE & ICEFIRE & ICE
R E S T A U R A N TR E S T A U R A N T

ENJOY  YOUR  

FREE $20.00
GIFT CERTIFICATE

when you purchase $100.00 worth of  Gift Certificates
*sale valid November 24 – December 24*

26 SEYMOUR ST., MIDD., VT

FIREANDICERESTAURANT.COM

Certificates valid forever

This holiday season...

ENJOY  YOUR

pounds.
 Five days later, the Otter Valley 

boys’ golf team picked up the 
second local crown of the fall. 
Sparked by medalist sophomore 
Lucas Politano, the Otters at the 
Orleans Country Club claimed their 
second consecutive D-II title, edging 
second-place Hartford, 349-351. 
The Otters’ 2021 championship had 
been the program’s fi rst in 38 years. 

Politano shot a 77, his senior 
brother Thomas Politano came in 
at 84, and senior Matt Bryant (93) 
and freshman Jackson Howe (95) 
rounded out the scorers.

Out on the trails, Tiger cross-
country teams won the NVAC 
and Mount Abraham meets, but 
couldn’t quite climb the D-II 
mountain. The young MUHS 
girls fi nished a respectable second 
in the state to repeat champion 
U-32. Four out of fi ve top runners 
were underclassmen, including 
top two Beth McIntosh and Mary 
Harrington.

The Tiger boys were closer 
points-wise to champion U-32, but 
settled for third. Senior Ben Seaton 
and junior Baxter Harrington led 
the way for the MUHS boys in most 
meets.

The Eagle runners had their 
moments. Sophomore Kayla Friend 
led the Mount Abe girls consistently, 
as did senior Norman Benoit on the 
boys’ side. The young Commodore 
boys overtook the Eagles this fall, 
with sophomore Grey Fearon the 
top runner. The VUHS girls lacked 
the numbers to score; sophomore 
Torrey Hanna usually led the way. 

Then there were the oh-so-

close crews — the Vergennes and 
MUHS boys’ soccer teams. VUHS 
earned the top seed in D-III and 
had just one loss, to the Tigers, 
during their regular season. But 
visiting No. 5 Woodstock scored 
twice in the fi nal fi ve minutes in 
the Commodores’ semi, and their 
dreams were dashed. Midfi elders 
Jack Wyman and Shamus Rooney, 
striker Elijah Duprey and center 
back Oakley Francis were among 
the Commodores who excelled.

The Tigers lost to only two D-I 
teams as they earned the No. 2 seed 
in D-II, but were upset at home by 
No. 3 Harwood in a hard-fought 
semi. They trailed when they lost a 
player to a red card, but still rallied 
to tie the game before falling, 3-2, in 
overtime. Talent will return next fall, 
but many seniors will be missed, 
including Owen Lawton, Ollie 
Anderson, Trey Bosworth, Zach 
Whitaker, Henry Hunsdorfer, Toby 
Wells-Spackman, Eliot Schneider 
and Ronen Silberman.

Two Eagle teams also made 
semifi nals, girls’ soccer and the 
cooperative Mount Abe-VUHS 
football team. The girls’ soccer 
team did so as a low seed for the 
second straight season. The Eagles 
upset No. 3 Harwood, 2-1, in a 
quarterfi nal on an OT goal by Safi  
Camara after Maia Jensen equalized 
late in regulation. In the opening 
round, Jensen also scored in OT as 
the Eagles won at No. 6 Missisquoi, 
2-1. But Milton ended the girls’ 
season in the semifi nal round, 2-1. 
Jensen was one of a few seniors on 
a young squad.

MAV football rallied from 2-4 
to win three straight games, the 

fi rst two wins to clinch the No. 5 
seed in D-III, the program’s fi rst 
playoff berth in years. The Eagles 
then stunned host No. 4 Rice in 
a quarterfi nal when Lucas Allen 
returned a kickoff for a touchdown 
in the fi nal minute for a 43-40 
win — that was probably the play 
of the fall. Champion Windsor 
rolled over MAV in a semi. Key 
players for the Eagles included back 
Jamison Couture, lineman Caleb 
Russell, quarterback Zeke Dubois, 
and receiver/defensive back/
placekicker/punter Ian Funke.

Results for other teams were 
mixed. OV fi eld hockey had a nice 
season, but bowed out quickly in 
the postseason in a D-II playoff 
fi eld that arguably was deeper and 
more challenging than D-I’s this 
fall. Otter senior forwards Ryleigh 
LaPorte and Mckenzie McKay and 
senior midfi elder Sydney Gallo 
excelled. 

The Eagle fi eld hockey team’s 
four-year D-II championship streak 
came to an end as the program, 
while competitive, couldn’t 
overcome heavy graduation losses. 
Seniors Madi Gile, Payton Vincent, 
Olivia Campbell and Natalie Adams 
distinguished themselves. 

The Tiger fi eld hockey team won 
one regular season game and added 
a road playoff victory. Arguably 
their best player was junior goalie 
Jolee Henderson. The team was 
young, and development of those 
younger players could put the Tigers 
back on the path to success.

Among the other soccer teams, 
OV had the most to be happy about. 
The boys and girls each improved 
by several wins to reach .500, and 
the OV boys had a big upset at 
Mount Abe in the D-II playoffs 
before falling to the Tigers. Girls’ 
Coach Tammi Blanchard was voted 
the SVL B Division Coach of the 
Year. 

The Tiger girls were up and down, 
and the young Commodore girls 
mostly down. One of the best of the 
Commodore girls’ efforts came at 
MUHS, but senior Tiger all-star Lia 
Robinson nailed a late game-winner 
to thwart their upset bid. The Eagle 
boys had good moments vs. a tough 
schedule and should have more 
in the future with a strong core of 
younger players. 

Along the way this fall there were 
memorable games and moments 
in those games — see the MUHS 
football fi nal above, and the Tiger 
boys’ soccer team’s gallant, if 
eventually unsuccessful, rally in 
the semifi nal; and Robinson’s late 
strike against the VUHS girls.

In an early 3-3 tie the Eagle and 
Commodore boys traded brilliant 
fi rst-half goals. Eagle Jack Graziadei 
headed home a Jack Breault serve 
set up by a clever Judah Jackson 
through ball, but the Commodores 
responded soon after when Duprey 
nodded home a well-placed 40-yard 
Francis free kick. 

Another brilliant goal came 
from the Tigers’ Zach Wilkerson in 
double overtime and dealt VUHS 
its only regular-season loss. Wing 
Eddie Fallis beat two Commodores 
into the box on the left side, and 
Wilkerson, another Tiger and a 
Commodore all collided going after 
Fallis’s feed. Wilkerson got his foot 
on the ball to one-time it into the 
net’s left side from close range.

In late September, the Tiger 
football team thumped visiting 
Rutland in part thanks to a highlight-
reel touchdown as time expired in 
the fi rst half. Jackson Gillett got his 
hands on a long pass from Jacob 
Kemp on about the 2-yard line, but 
couldn’t bring down the contested 
catch. But the ball bounced to 
diving Cole Schnoor in the end zone 
for the score.

At VUHS in early October, Maia 
Jensen scored twice in two minutes 
late in the fi rst half to propel the 
Eagle girls’ soccer team past the 
Commodores. 

VUHS boys’ goalie Abram 
Francis made 13 saves, including a 
couple acrobatic beauties, in a 0-0 
tie vs. MUHS in mid-October as the 
Commodores survived playing a 
man down for half an hour to scrape 
out a result. Brother Oakley also had 
a big game, and Tiger goalie Owen 
Lawton’s early save on a Duprey 
breakaway proved to be critical.

In the game in which the MAV 

football team clinched its .500 
regular season, the Eagles opened 
by recovering back-to-back onsides 
kicks from Funke. The Eagles 
rolled to a 40-0 halftime lead on the 
way to a win over Oxbow. Funke, 
Couture and Dubois all had big 
games in what was a huge day for 
the program. 

There were some exciting teams 
at Middlebury College, too. On 
Nov. 7, Panther football team sent 
off Coach Bob Ritter, stepping 
down after 22 successful year, 
in style at his fi nal home game, 
cruising to a 48-34 victory over 
Hamilton. Quarterback Cole 
Kennon completed 29 of 42 passed 
for six touchdowns and 431 yards. 
Ritter’s fi nal team fi nished 7-2 and 
in a second-place tie in the league. 
Not too shabby. 

 And speaking of not too shabby, 
Coach Katharine DeLorenzo’s 
Panther fi eld hockey team rolled 
to its fi fth straight NESCAC and 
NCAA Division III titles. The 
team’s only close postseason 
game came in the NCAA fi nal vs. 
Johns Hopkins, which presented 
a well-executed and conservative 
defensive game plan to push the 
Panthers into overtime.

 There, the last of seven straight 
Middlebury shots, this one by Amy 
Griffi n, defl ected in off a defender 
to end the game. Bad news for the 
rest of the D-III programs: Only 
three seniors will graduate, although 
one of them will be goalie Grace 
Harlan, who teamed up with a tough 
defense to not allow a single goal in 
the NCAA tournament. 

Finally, I have to point out there’s 
an offi ciating shortage at the high 
school level at the same time I see 
and hear more and more questioning 
of their calls — not all of those 
complaints using appropriate 
language.

For sure, offi ciating quality can 
vary. For that matter, as can the 
quality of coaching, playing and 
writing by those covering events. 
Last I checked none of us are 
perfect; we all make mistakes. 

But coaches, players and 
journalists are not, at least typically, 
being yelled at and questioned by 
partisans for many decisions while 
on the job. 

It would be useful for the sake of 
all concerned if the temperature of 
those interactions could at times be 
lowered by a few degrees, and if the 
adults in the room set the tone. 

ADDISON COUNTY — 
Many members of the Division 
I Middlebury and Division III 
Mount Abraham-Vergennes and 
Otter Valley football teams were 
named all-stars in voting by the 
leagues’ coaches. 

All the high school teams 
enjoyed success this fall: The 
Tigers reached the D-I fi nal, 
the Eagles made it to the D-III 
semifi nal round and the Otters 
qualifi ed for the D-III postseason. 

MUHS Head Coach Dennis 
Smith was voted the D-I Coach 
of the Year after leading his team 
to the fi nal after the program’s 
0-2 start to the season. The Tigers 
really turned it around after a 
slow start this season.

The following members of 
the MUHS football team were 
named fi rst-team, second-team or 

honorable mention D-I all-stars:
OFFENSE

FIRST TEAM:
Running back: Cam Stone. 
Tight End:  Penn Riney.
Line: Tim Whitney.
SECOND TEAM:
Running Back: Cole Schnoor.
Tight End: Angus Blackwell.
Line: Joe Bergevin, Kagen 

Besser-Jones, Sawyer Cadoret.
HONORABLE MENTION
Running Back: Jackson Gillett, 

Gavin McNulty.
Line: Kyle Stearns.

DEFENSE
FIRST TEAM:
Line: Penn Riney, Cam Stone.
Linebacker: Angus Blackwell.
Back: Jackson Gillett.
SECOND TEAM:
Line: Kagen Besser-Jones, 

Sawyer Cadoret.

Linebackers: Gavin McNulty, 
Cole Schnoor.

Returner: Jackson Gillett.
Punter: Cam Stone.
HONORABLE MENTION
Linebacker: Cole Warren.
Backs: George Devlin, Tucker 

Morter.
The following members of 

the MAV and OV football teams 
were named D-III all-stars:
OFFENSE

FIRST TEAM:
Running backs: Jamison 

Couture, MAV; Keevon Parks, 
OV.

Wide receiver:  Ian Funke, 
MAV.

Tight End: Isaac Whitney, OV.
Line: Wyatt Fitzgerald, OV; 

Caleb Russell, MAV.
SECOND TEAM:
Quarterbacks: Zeke Dubois, 

Football players named league all-stars

Fall wrap
(Continued from Page 1B)

WE ARE LUCKY to have cross-country lover Joe McVeigh shoot 
most away meets for us, including the championship meet this 
year, as always hosted by Thetford Academy on its beautiful rolling, 
wooded course. Here top Tiger runners Mary Harrington and Beth 
McIntosh zip through the trees to help their team fi nish second in 
D-II. 

Photo by Joe McVeigh

MAV; Caleb Whitney, OV.
Wide receivers: Tucker 

Babcock, OV; Tyler White, MAV.
Line: Luciano Falco, OV.
HONORABLE MENTION
Running Back: Lucas Allen, 

MAV.
Wide Receiver: Luca Polli, OV.
Line: Gerritt Beenan, James 

Buskey, Tyson Hallock, MAV.
DEFENSE

FIRST TEAM:
Line: Jamison Couture, Caleb 

Russell, MAV; Isaac Whitney, 
OV.

Linebacker: Keevon Parks, OV.
Backs: Ian Funke, MAV; Caleb 

Whitney, OV.
Kicker: Ian Funke, MAV.
SECOND TEAM:
Line: Wyatt Fitzgerald, OV.
Linebackers: Lucas Allen, 

Jordan McDowell, Tyler White, 
MAV.

Punter: Ian Funke, MAV.

VUHS MIDFIELD ETHAN Croke had just scored a key goal in the 
Commodores’ 4-0 quarterfi nal victory — it made the score 2-0 in 
the fi nal seconds of the fi rst half — when Steve got this shot. Croke 
didn’t score many goals, and that combined with the fact this was 
an important one contributed to his pure happiness afterward. 
Teammate Elijah Duprey is fi rst to congratulate him. 

Independent fi le photo/Steve James

Dennis Smith is named Division 1 Coach of the Year
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back a decade to when I was 
fi nishing up my fi rst book of 
narrative, non-fi ction, place-based 
writing about nature, ecology 
and the outdoors, “Downstream: 
Refl ections on Brook Trout, 
Fly Fishing, and the Waters of 
Appalachia.” In particular, it 
brought me back to a conversation 
I had at the time with my friend 
John Elder, whom I consider 
to be not just one of Vermont’s 
fi nest writers but one of the great 
narrative non-fi ction writers in the 
country and an important fi gure in 
environmental literature. John’s 
writings have been infl uential and 
inspiring to me, especially his two 
set in Vermont, “The Frog Run” 
and “Reading the Mountains of 
Home.”  Though I fall short, I 
aspire to write as well as John 
Elder. 

John had graciously written a 
forward to one of my previous 
books, and I had asked him to 
write a back-cover endorsement 
for “Downstream.” As he was 
reading an early draft of the book, 
he asked me how my work on the 
book — which I had spent half a 
decade on — had changed me. 
The question was insightful and 
important. It also caught me a little 
off guard. 

When it comes to fi lms and works 

of fi ction, we often think in terms 
of character development. Did the 
main characters change? If so, how 
and why? We don’t always ask that 
of non-fi ction. But we ought to. In 
a work of narrative non-fi ction, the 
author themself is often a character 
within the story. So the character 
development might well include 
the development of the author. 
After all, if I as an author haven’t 
been impacted by what I’m learning 
and writing about, why should I 
expect my work to be meaningful 
and impactful on someone else? 
When it comes to place-based 
writing, this development becomes 
even more important. Place should 
change us. Where we live and 
spend time should shape who we 
are, how we life, and how we view 
the world. The more attentive we 
are to our surroundings, and the 
more we listen and look and learn, 
the more we grow. 

Now the years I spent on that fi rst 
book exploring little Appalachian 
rivers from Tennessee to Maine 
had certainly taught me much. Not 
only did I grow in knowledge about 
stream ecology, but my learning 
and experiences changed me in 
ways. It shaped my perspectives on 
several things and challenged me 
in good and uncomfortable ways. 
And after John Elder asked me that 
question, I was able to articulate 

some of that. 
The question of how my 

place-based writing changes me 
has also stuck with me in future 
books including my recently 
fi nished project on the rivers 
of Bristol Bay. When I think of 
how my learning and writing in 
Bristol Bay has impacted me, I 
realize it is the biggest reason I 
resist buying new cell phones and 
tablets, and why I try to keep my 
work computers long after they’re 
due for replacement. It is also the 
reason I have dramatically cut 
down on my posting of photos and 
videos to social media where they 
will remain in storage indefi nitely. 
The greatest driver of the proposed 
mining projects in Alaska is the 
world’s demand for copper and 
precious metals to supply insatiable 
desire for more electronics. One of 
the great drivers of new electric 
power supplies — as well as for 
those metals — is the need to build 
and power the big data storage 
facilities. This includes power 
and electronics parts for all those 
computing facilities where our 
Instagram, Twitter, Facebook and 
YouTube videos and photos are 
stored.  Every time I buy a new 
cell phone or computer, and every 
time I post another video online, 
I’m personally increasing the 
demand for copper and increasing 

the likelihood that a mine on 
Bristol Bay (or elsewhere) will get 
approved. 

I’ve spent several days on the 
river that fl ows out of the footprint 
of one of those proposed mines. 
I’ve sat and watched salmon 
swimming up those rivers by 
the millions and even tens of 
millions, feeding not only the 
entire terrestrial ecosystems but 
also eventually feeding back into 
the oceans that keep the world 
alive. A copper mine is no longer 
an abstract idea to me, and for that 
reason neither is the cost of my cell 
phone or video post. When I think 
of a copper mine, I now think of 
the Koktuli River, which drains 
down into the Mulchatna, and on 
into the Nushagak, and down into 
Bristol Bay. I think of a brown 
bear I watched splashing across 
the river, and a thousand sockeye 
salmon swimming past my feet. 
I also think of my children and 
grandchildren, who are not abstract 
entities either. And I think I can go 
another year without the coolest 
new phone. And nobody really 
needs to see that video of my cat.

Dickerson 
(Continued from Page 1B)

as Middlebury breezed to a 79-27 
win over host Lyndon (1-5). The 
Panthers led by 40-13 at the half. 
Mustafaj scored 23, Augusta Dixon 
was next with a dozen and Amanda 
Hill and Brooke Collins added 

eight points apiece for Middlebury. 
Kate Tornwini chipped in seven 
points, and Leah Poorman grabbed 
a game-high seven rebounds. 

Former Winooski standout Kiara 
Mack led the Hornets with eight 
points and six boards. 

MIDDLEBURY — The 
Middlebury College women’s 
hockey team won two out of three 
recent games, but the 4-1 Panthers 
saw their NCAA Division III 
record 31-game winning streak 
snapped on Sunday, when 
they lost to Wisconsin-River 
Falls in the fi nal game of the 
annual Panther-Cardinal Classic 
tournament played in Plattsburgh, 
N.Y. 

Back on Nov. 22, the Panthers 
defeated visiting Castleton, 3-1. 
Most of the goals were scored in 
the opening period. At 4:26 Cat 
Appleyard tipped the puck into 
the goal during a scramble on the 
doorstep to give Middlebury the 
lead. Raia Schluter picked up the 
fi rst assist.

Castleton equalized just 
over three minutes later, when 
Samantha Lawler one-timed a 
feed by Moa Carlsson. 

The Panthers retook the lead 
midway through the opening 
frame when Claudia Vira ripped 
a shot from the top of the left 
faceoff circle, with Jenna Letterie 
assisting.

Middlebury made it 3-1 with 
14:48 left in the game on a 
Britt Nawrocki goal. Letterie 
intercepted a clearing attempt and 
fed Nawrocki in the high slot; she 
rifl ed the puck inside the right 
pipe for the pad goal.

Sophia Merageas made 13 
saves for the Panthers, and 
Kirsten DiCicco stopped 31 shots 
for the Spartans.

On Saturday, the Panthers dealt 
No. 4 Elmira its fi rst loss, 3-1, in 
the opening round of the Panther/
Cardinal Classic hosted by 
Plattsburgh State. The Panthers 
also ended the 7-1 Soaring 
Eagles’ six-game shutout streak. 

The Panthers broke through 
at 12:45 of the opening period. 
Ashley McDonald and Nawrocki 
caused a turnover in front of the 
goal, and Nawrocki slipped the 
puck inside the right pipe. 

Middlebury made it 2-0 during 
a power play about four minutes 
into the second period on another 
Nawrocki strike. Sabrina Kim 

fi red on net from the left dot, and 
Nawrocki snuck the rebound into 
the goal.

Middlebury killed off a fi ve-on-
three Elmira advantage shortly 
afterward, with Merageas making 
a key glove save. Elmira returned 
the favor by stopping a Panther 
two-skater advantage later in the 
period. 

Elmira got on the scoreboard 
with 5:08 gone in the third period, 
when Mary McCafferty’s slapshot 
from the high slot found its way 
home. The Panthers responded 
three minutes later with Maddie 
Bayard’s wraparound goal, and 
held on from there. Merageas 
made 23 saves, and Elmira goalie 
Leonie-Louise Kuehberger made 
27.  

On Sunday, Wisconsin-River 
Falls topped the Panthers in 
the championship game, 3-2 in 
overtime. UW River Falls took 
the lead at 7:31 of the opening 
period, when Ellie Brice cashed 
in a rebound.

The Panthers leveled the score 
at 11:45 of the middle period, 
when Kim found the net from the 
point after a feed from Bayard.

UW River Falls took a 2-1 lead 
with 12:15 left in the game, when 
Maddie McCollins tapped in a 
Brice feed. 

The Panthers cashed in on a 
power play with 14 seconds to 
go in the contest, when Nawrocki 
stuffed in the rebound of a Vira 
shot from the blue line.

UW River Falls got the 
game-winner with 56 seconds 
remaining in the overtime period, 
when Makenna Aure backhanded 
an Emma Schmitz feed home 
from close-range.

Panther goalie Sophia Will 
stopped 40 shots, and Sami Miller 
made 30 saves for UW River 
Falls, which improved to 8-1, 
after also defeating Plattsburgh 
by 3-2 on Saturday. Plattsburgh 
topped Elmira, 7-0, in Sunday’s 
consolation game.

Nawrocki and Vira were named 
to the All-Tournament Team.

Panther women skaters win two 
before falling to Wisconsin team

NORTHFIELD — The 
Middlebury College men’s hockey 
team dropped two games at 
Norwich University in the annual 
Great Northern Shootout this past 
weekend. The Panthers fell to 
Plattsburgh in Friday’s opener, 
5-0, then lost to Aurora, 5-2, in 
Saturday’s consolation game. 
Plattsburgh went on to defeat the 
Norwich Cadets in Saturday’s 
fi nal, 3-1. 

The 0-4 Panthers will try to 
break through this weekend at 
Connecticut and Tufts.

On this past Saturday, the 
Panthers fell behind a minute into 
the game on a Jake Code rebound 
goal. Middlebury equalized three 
minutes later after Paddy Bogart 
stole the puck and Jin Lee converted 
a cross-crease pass. Aurora made it 
2-1 late in the second on a Hassan 
Akl rebound strike, and Giovanni 

Procopio’s shorthanded strike 
made it 3-1 a minute into the third 
period. 

At 13:11 Middlebury’s Nolan 
Moore made it 2-1 with a power 
play goal, blasting a shot from the 
left point. But Aurora regained its 
two-goal edge 1:27 later on its own 
power play, with an Adam Keyes 
wrist shot from between the circles. 
Aurora (7-2-2) added an empty-
netter. Jake Horoho made 38 saves 

for the Panthers, and Aurora goalie 
Kolby Thornton made 25 saves. 

On Friday, Plattsburgh outshot 
the Panthers, 34-23 and took charge 
early, with three fi rst-period goals. 
Cory Doney led the Cardinals with 
two goals, and goalie Eli Shiller 
worked the shutout. Panther goalie 
Adam Wisco made 29 saves. 

MIDDLEBURY GUARD ALEXA Mustafaj attacks on the break during 
the Panther women’s 73-51 home victory over Castleton. Mustafaj 
scored a game-high 28 points on that Tuesday. 

Independent photo/Steve James 

PANTHER GUARD GIANNA Palli looks up the court to make a play 
during the Middlebury College women’s hoop team’s Nov. 22 win 
over visiting Castleton. Palli contributed eight points, nine rebounds 
and four assists to the cause.

Independent photo/Steve James

Basketball
(Continued from Page 1B)

Men’s hockey drops a pair at Shootout

SPEND THE 
WINTER WINTER 

WITH US! 

vermontsun.comMIDDLEBURY
VERGENNES 802.388.6888

State-of-the-art equipment, pools, programs, 
classes, courts, tanning 
and more!

38 years of original 
family ownership.

Stay Fit. Stay Healthy.

Inspiration  
 Motivation 
 Results
  

TAKE OUR VIRTUAL TOUR!

Memorial Sports Center
296 Buttolph Drive • Middlebury, VT

802-388-1238
info@memorialsportscenter.org
MemorialSportsCenter.org

Upcoming Events

Want to be a VolunteerWant to be a Volunteer
Zamboni Driver?Zamboni Driver?

See our website to learn more!See our website to learn more!

Thursday Dec. 1:
9:00-11:00 AM - Public Skating

Sunday, Dec. 4 :
2:30-4:00 PM Public Skating

Tuesday, Dec. 6:
9:00-11:00 AM - Public Skating

3:30-5:00 PM - Stick & Puck
Thursday Dec. 8:

9:00-11:00 AM - Public Skating
Tuesday, Dec. 13:

9:00-11:00 AM - Public Skating
3:30-5:00 PM - Stick & Puck

Thursday Dec. 15:
9:00-11:00 AM - Public Skating
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“I would just be a ‘basket case’
if I didn’t receive this paper!!”

Here’s what one reader has to say about us!

A subscriber from Middlebury writes:

6 - 8ft. Trees $25-$55

PRE-CUT OR YOU 
CHOOSE & CUT

Open starting Nov. 18th: Fri., Sat. and Sun. 9-4
Details at sinclairfamilytreefarm.com

367 Selden Mill Road, Ripton 802-388-5499

Christmas Trees & Wreaths, Maple Syrup & Sugar

Vermont 

Grown

Holiday Wreaths 6” - 36” 
Pre-cut Balsam Trees 3’ to 9’
Garland • Kissing Balls • Balsam Boughs

884 Rte 74, Shoreham, VT (1 mile east of Rte 22A or 6.7 miles west of Rte 30)
802-897-2448  •  vermonttradewinds.com  •  Open 7 Days 9-5

Pre-cut Balsam Trees 3’ to 9’Pre-cut Balsam Trees 3’ to 9’

802-897-2448  •  vermonttradewinds.com  •  Open 7 Days 9-5802-897-2448  •  vermonttradewinds.com  •  Open 7 Days 9-5

Trees & Wreaths
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Edible masterpieces
VERMONT FOLKLIFE’S ANNUAL Gingerbread House Competition exhibit opens Tuesday, 

Dec. 6. This is the first time the competition has been in person since 2020, so stop in and 
see what amazing Vermont Landmarks this year’s gingerbread builders have created. The 
Folklife Center is at 88 Main St. in Middlebury and is open from 10 a.m.- 4 p.m. 

Independent file photo/Trent Campbell

Lunch ‘N Learn in Middlebury. 
Thursday, Dec. 1, noon-1 p.m., Zoom. 

Attorney Amy Menard of Putnam & 
Menard, PLC, is joining Homeward Bound 
for its last Lunch ‘N Learn of 2022 via Zoom. 
She will talk about putting plans in place for 
your companion animals upon your passing 
and answer questions from the participants 
as time permits. Free and open to all, but pre-
registration is required by emailing Hannah at 
hmanley@homewardboundanimals.org.

Bixby book sale donation day in Vergennes. 
Thursday, Dec. 1, 3-6 p.m., Bixby Memorial 
Library, 258 Main St. Donate your used books. 
Holiday books especially welcomed. Donations 
accepted in the back parking lot. Fiction should 
be published after 2010 or by a popular author, 
and non-fiction should be current and saleable. 

Midd Night Stroll in Middlebury. Thursday, 
Dec. 1, until 8 p.m., downtown. Middlebury’s 
downtown stores will be open late with specials, 
pop-ups, tastings and more. The Cocoa Hut 
is back at Cannon Park, and be sure to check 
out the falls, which will be illuminated the entire 
month of December. 

Chocolate Walk in Bristol. Friday, 
Dec. 2, stores open until 8 p.m., 

Downtown Bristol. Stroll around Bristol 
and get your chocolate fix while doing some 

holiday shopping.
Family contra dance in Vergennes. Friday, Dec. 

2, 6:30 p.m., Vergennes Opera House, 120 
Main St. Music by Atlantic Crossing, calling by 
Luke Donforth All dances will be taught. No 
experience necessary. Suggested donation of 
$10/person $20/family.

Christmas Music night in New Haven. Friday, 
Dec. 2, 7 p.m., New Haven United Reformed 
Church, Route 7, 4 miles north of Middlebury. 
Join us for a time of Christmas songs, readings, 
and refreshments as we prepare for the holiday 
season. All are welcome. More info contact Alisa 
at 802-458-7615.

Christmas bazaar in Bristol. 
Saturday, Dec. 3, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., 

Bristol Federated Church, 37 North St. 
The Bristol Federated Church will be holding 

their first in-person bazaar since 2019. Attic 
Treasures, a silent auction, craft tables, bake 
sale, and luncheon. More info at 802-453-2321.

Santa and Mrs. Claus in Middlebury. Saturday, 
Dec. 3, 9-11 a.m., Triangle Park, Merchants 
Row and Main St. The Santas are back and 
waiting as Middlebury kicks off its annual holiday 
celebration. A mini makers market for kids from 
9 a.m.-noon will also be there.

Ho, Ho, Ho Holiday Stroll in Vergennes. 
Saturday, Dec. 3, 9 a.m.-6 p.m., Downtown. 
Stroll downtown Vergennes and get into the 
holiday spirit. Events include Storytime with 
Santa, performances by Jon Gailmor and 
Maiden Vermont (all at Bixby Library), visits 
with Santa, pictures, craft-making and more (at 
Vergennes Opera House), marshmallow melts 
and fire pit, Congregational Church holiday sing-
along, lighting of the park, and the S.D. Ireland 
Christmas Lights Truck. 

Friends of the Bixby used book sale in 
Vergennes. Saturday, Dec. 3, 9 a.m.-noon, 
Bixby Memorial Library, 258 Main St. Focused 
on holiday books, the sale will have a large 
variety of fiction, non-fiction and children’s 
books. Browse the orderly shelves or find a 
surprise in the recently acquired boxes. Enter 
from the back parking lot.

Christmas Bazaar in Orwell. Saturday, Dec. 
3, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., Orwell Town Hall, Main St. 
Handmade gifts, crafts, decorations, ornaments, 
wreaths, raffle, basket raffle, flea market, bake 
sale, lunch and refreshments. First in-person 
bazaar since 2019. More info at 802-948-2049.

Rokeby Holiday Open House in Ferrisburgh. 
Saturday, Dec. 3, 10 a.m.-1 p.m., Rokeby 
Museum, 4334 Route 7. Visit Rokeby for its 
annual Holiday Open House. The museum’s 
shop will be open with special pricing for the 
holidays. Door swags, made from Rokeby 
grounds greenery will be on sale, and the 
museum’s exhibitions are open for you to view. 
Tick off a few holiday shopping items while 
supporting the museum.

Sheldon Museum annual holiday open house 
in Middlebury. Saturday, Dec. 3, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., 
Sheldon Museum, 1 Park St. Trains, games, 
trees and wreaths. Come visit the Sheldon for 
their annual holiday celebration.

Used book sale in Middlebury. Saturday, Dec. 3, 
10 a.m.-2 p.m., Ilsley public Library, 75 Main St. 
As our gift to you for your support all children’s 
books are free this month. Supported by Friends 
of Ilsley Public Library. All proceeds directly 
support programming at IPL.

Caroling in Middlebury. Saturday, Dec. 3, 10-
10:45 a.m., front steps of the Congregational 
Church of Middlebury, 2 Main St. All are 
welcome to in for carol singing led by Jessica 
Allen. Refreshments will be provided. Free.

Santa and a bonfire in Salisbury. Saturday, Dec. 
3, 5 p.m., Veterans’ Memorial Park, across from 
Maple Meadow Farm, 518 Maple St. After a 
three-year hiatus, come and join us once again 
as we chat with friends (old and new) by the 
bonfire, welcome Santa as he arrives on a fire 
truck, drink hot cocoa, light the gigantic tree, 
and ride a hay wagon up to the library to enjoy 
stories read by our library director and Santa. 
There will also be soup and sweet treats. 

Sibling-to-Sibling cookie 
decorating party in Middlebury. 

Sunday, Dec. 4, 11:30 a.m-1:30 p.m., 
Center for Community Engagement, 26 Blinn 
Lane, Middlebury College. Sib-to-Sib is inviting 
all Addison County middle school students to 
join them for a fun holiday party. Register at 
go.middlebury.edu/sib2sib.

Brandon Library holiday auction in Brandon. 
Sunday, Dec. 4, 2 p.m., Brandon Free Public 
Library, 4 Franklin St. Come for an entertaining 
and philanthropic afternoon. Dozens of local 
patrons and artists donate holiday wreaths, 
decor, artwork, gift certificates, and treasures 
for the event. Wine, cheese, and door prizes. 
Preview at 1:30 p.m. 

THURSDAYdec
1

FRIDAYdec
2

SATURDAYdec
3

SUNDAYdec
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Moonlight Madness in Brandon. 
Monday, Dec. 5- Friday, Dec. 9, 

Downtown. A week of savings and 
specials for shoppers looking for unique gifts, 
one-of-a-kind items, and exceptional customer 
service. Bargains, sales, specials and drawings, 
plus a chance to win $100 in Brandon Bucks. Go 
to Brandon.org to see offers and hours. Stores 
open till 8 p.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 7. More info 
info@brandon.org or 802-247-6401.

“Humanities in the Heart of Community” virtual 
lecture in Middlebury. Monday, Dec. 5, 7 p.m., 
Zoom. The Henry Sheldon Museum invites the 
public and Sheldon Museum members to its 
virtual Annual Meeting featuring special guest 
speaker Christopher Kaufman Ilstrup, Vermont 
Humanities’ executive director. Free. The 
business meeting will begin at 7 p.m. and will 
be followed by Ilstrup’s talk. Register online at 
henrysheldonmuseum.org.

Vermont Folklife’s Annual 
Gingerbread House Competition 

in Middlebury. Exhibit opens Tuesday, 
Dec. 6, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Vermont Folklife, 

88 Main St. This year’s theme is “Vermont 
Landmarks.” Online and gallery exhibits both 
open Dec. 6-9 and 13-16. Online voting for the 
People’s Choice award will be open. All prize 
winners will be announced on Dec. 20.

Paint night: winter cardinal in Middlebury. 
Tuesday, Dec. 6, 5 p.m., Ilsley Public Library, 75 
Main St. Join Renee as she guides you through 
step-by-step video instructions to create a 
masterpiece in minutes. Appropriate for ages 16 
and up. Younger? Bring your favorite grown up. 
Register at ilsleypublislibrary.org. Space is limited.

“The Ministry for the Future” book discussion 
in Middlebury. Tuesday, Dec. 6, 7 p.m., 
Champlain Valley Unitarian Universalist Society, 
2 Duane Ct. Come discuss Kim Stanley 
Robinson’s acclaimed novel “The Ministry for 
the Future.” Facilitated by John Elder, emeritus 
professor of English and Environmental Studies 
at Middlebury. Register at tinyurl.com/CEAC-
Ministry-of-future.

Friends of the Town Hall Moonlight 
Madness in Brandon. Wednesday, 

Dec. 7, 2-9 p.m., Brandon Town Hall, 
1 Conant Sq. As part of Brandon’s annual 
Moonlight Madness week, Brandon Town Hall 
will host more than 20 vendors upstairs and 
downstairs. Anyone interested in renting an 8 x 
10 space for $25 should contact Dennis Marden 
at denniswmarden@gmail.com or leave a 
message at 802-247-5420.

Magic on Main shopping night in Vergennes. 
Thursday, Dec. 8. 5-8 p.m., Downtown. Stress 
of the holidays got you down? Come shop in the 
relaxed atmosphere of downtown Vergennes. 
Special surprises throughout the night — up, 
down and all around Main Street.

“The New History of Watergate” in Middlebury. 
Wednesday, Dec. 7, 7 p.m., Ilsley Public Library, 
75 Main St. Fifty years after five burglars were 
caught inside the Watergate offices of the 
Democratic National Committee, the scandal 
that brought down Richard Nixon’s presidency 
continues to reverberate in modern American 
politics. Journalist Garrett M. Graff, author of 
“Watergate: A New History,” discusses how 
Watergate shaped modern Washington, and 
how the events of 1971-1974 are stranger, wilder 
and weirder than our popular memory.

MONDAYdec
5

TUESDAYdec
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7

tour around town to see this community exhibit of 
lights.

Candy Cane Hunt and S.D Ireland 
holiday truck in Bristol. Friday, Dec. 

9, 5:30 p.m., Downtown. The Candy 
Cane Hunt is back on the green this year. Bundle 
up and help Santa find his lost candy canes. 
Santa will be arriving at the town green with his 
friends from SD Ireland at 6 p.m. Prizes awarded 
to kids who find 10 candy canes and a special 
prize will be awarded to the person who finds the 
golden candy cane. Free and open to the public.

“Krampusnacht — Stories of Light and Dark 
for the Winter Solstice” in Rochester. Friday, 
Dec. 9, 7:30 p.m., 185 Brandon Mountain Rd. 
An eclectic mix of original material and seasonal 
traditions from around the world, the show will 
be presided over by Krampus himself, the 
dark companion of St. Nicholas who punishes 
naughty children in European folklore. This show 
celebrates the dual nature of the season — 
reflecting on both the longest night of the year 
as well as the hope of brighter days to come. 
Suitable for any age with parental discretion, but 
contains scary and adult themes. Bonfires, fire 
spinners, and complimentary treats. Stay and 
enjoy the fire after the show. Bring chairs and 
dress in warm layers. Tickets $15, available at the 
door and baldmountaintickets.ludus.com/index.
php. More info at www.baldmountaintheater.org.

Wildlife walk in Middlebury. 
Saturday, Dec. 10, 8-10 a.m., meet at 

Otter View Park, corner of Weybridge 
St. and Pulp Mill Bridge Rd. Help Otter Creek 
Audubon and the Middlebury Area Land Trust 
survey birds and other wildlife at Otter View Park 
and the Hurd Grassland. Birders of all ages and 
abilities welcome. For more information call 802-
388-6019.

Mountain View 4-H craft sale in Bridport. 
Saturday, Dec. 10, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., Masonic Hall, 
Middle Rd. To help raise funds for their club, 
Mountain View 4-H is hosting this sale. Hot lunch 
selection, bake sale and many tables of crafters 
and vendors.

Christmas Cookie sale in Vergennes. Saturday, 
Dec. 10, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Champlain Valley 
Christian Reformed Church, Church St. We will 
have a large selection of Dutch specialties, fancy 
homemade cookies, and treats for sale. Choose 
and package your favorites. Enjoy hot cider and 
festive music while you shop. We do the baking 
so you won’t have to. More info call Alisa at 802-
458-7615.

Family holiday gift card workshop in 
Middlebury. Saturday, Dec 10, 10 a.m.-1 p.m., 
Middlebury Studio School at the Marble Works, 
63 Maple St., 8A. Drop in to the Marble Works 
studio to enjoy a cup of hot chocolate and create 
and decorate your own gift cards and tags to 
share with friends and loved ones. Participate in 
themed painting tutorials and get creative with a 
festive array of art and crafting materials to make 
your own original gift tags and cards. Materials 
included. Free. Donations of $5-$10 welcomed 
to support MSS programs.

Santa in Middlebury. Saturday, Dec. 10, 10 
a.m.-noon, Maple Landmark, 1297 Exchange 
St. Come on down to have a visit with Santa 
at Maple Landmark. After two years of drive-
through visiting, the event returns indoors. Free. 
Sign up for a time slot, prepare your lists, letters 
or gifts for Santa, and show up for your slot. Full 
info at Minibury.com. 

Emily Sunderman in Middlebury. Saturday, 
Dec. 10, 1 p.m., Ilsley Public Library, 75 Main 
St. Middlebury’s violinist and music teacher, 
Sunderman, will offer a live concert of meditative 
solo pieces by Bach and a few mellow holiday 
arrangements.

THURSDAYdec
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Midd Night Stroll in Middlebury. 
Thursday, Dec. 8, until 8 p.m., 

downtown. Middlebury’s downtown 
stores will be open late with specials, pop-ups, 
tastings and more. The Cocoa Hut is back at 
Cannon Park, and be sure to check out the falls, 
which will be illuminated the entire month of 
December. 

Little City Light Tour in Vergennes. Thursday, 
Dec. 8, 5-8 p.m., Downtown. Take a self-guided 

CALENDARONLINE

BE SURE TO CHECK OUT OUR

addisonindependent.com

TUES.-SAT. 7 AM- 2 PM 
Closed on Sundays & Mondays OtterCreekBakery.com

51 OSSIE ROAD  |  EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT  |  802-989-7220

OtterCreekBakery.com

Stop in for some hot co� ee, 
hearty meals and delicious treats.

Stop in for some hot co� ee, 

Here for you 
whatever the weather!
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M I D D L E B U R Y 
— After a two-year 
hiatus, the Middlebury 
Community Wind 
Ensemble returns with 
concerts Dec. 2 and 
7. Conductor Jerome 
Shedd has chosen a 
program that includes 
works by American band 
composers John O’Reilly 
and Ed Huckeby, and the 
great band classic “Folk 
Song Suite” by Ralph 

MIDDLEBURY — National 
Bank of Middlebury recently 
held a very special anniversary 
celebration honoring Madeline 
Gardner, who was celebrating her 
60th anniversary with the bank. A 
legend and super-hero, she joined 
the bank as an intern in her senior 
year at Middlebury Union High 
School in1961. 

Beginning in bookkeeping, she 
went on to serve as a proof operator, 
teller, loan department associate, 
mortgage lender, residential lender, 
first female bank officer, and vice 
president. At the end of 50 years 
she thought she would retire. It 
lasted barely a year; she was bored 

and she returned to NBM to help 
with a document imaging project. 

She continues that work as 
well as consulting on various 
special projects. Her knowledge 
is immeasurable and her energy 
and enthusiasm for all she does 
unparalleled. She is passionate 
about banking Widely known 
amongst card-crafting enthusiasts 
for her skill, her anniversary 
celebration featured a cake with 
one of her favorite card images. 
When asked for a comment at the 
event she said she was looking 
forward to the next 10 years. She 
and her husband Dick reside in 
Middlebury.

ADDISON COUNTY — From 
now through Friday, Dec. 30, 
AgeWell will be serving a number 
of takeout and sit-down meals in 
the county. These meals are open 
to anyone age 60 and up and their 
spouse of any age.
GRAB-N-GO MEALS

The week of Nov. 28 will offer a 
meal of Chopped beef with gravy, 
baked beans, Italian vegetables, 
wheat bread, oatmeal raisin cookie 
and milk at the following locations:

Friday, Dec. 2
Starksboro: 3:30 p.m., Starksboro 

Baptist Church, Route 116. 
For all grab-and-go meals, 

please stay in your car for drive-
up, check-in, contact-free pick up. 
Donations accepted and advanced 
reservations are required. Call 
Michelle to reserve five days in 
advance at 802-377-1419. Free 
ride or pick-up and delivery may 
be provided. Call Tri-Valley 
Transit at 802-388-2287 to inquire. 
TVT requires 48-hour notice.

The week of Dec. 5 will 
offer a meal of Roast pork with 
applesauce, mashed potatoes, 
mixed vegetables, wheat bread, 
chocolate chip cookie, and milk at 
the following locations: 

Monday, Dec. 5
Bristol: 11 a.m., American 

Legion Airport Dr. 
Tuesday, Dec. 6
Bridport: 10:30 a.m., Bridport 

Congregational Church, 54 Middle 
Rd.

Wednesday, Dec. 7
Middlebury: 11:15 a.m., 

Middlebury Rec Center, 154 Creek 
Rd.

Monkton: 11:30 a.m., Monkton 
Town Hall, 92 Monkton Ridge

Thursday, Dec. 8
Vergennes: 10:45 a.m., St Peter’s 

Parish, 85 S. Maple St.
Friday, Dec. 9
Starksboro: 3:30 p.m., 

Starksboro Baptist Church, Route 
116.

The week of Dec. 12 will offer 
a special holiday meal of Apple 
cranberry stuffed chicken breast, 
w/gravy, mashed potatoes, carrots, 
cranberry sauce, roll, pumpkin 
cake and milk at the following 
locations:

Monday, Dec. 12
Bristol: 11 a.m., American 

Legion, Airport Dr.
Tuesday, Dec. 13
Bridport: 10:30 a.m., Bridport 

Congregational Church, 54 Middle 
Rd. 

Wednesday, Dec. 14
Middlebury: 11:15 a.m., 

Middlebury Rec Center 154 Creek 
Rd. 

Monkton: 11:30 a.m., Monkton 
Town Hall, 92 Monkton Ridge

Shoreham: Meatloaf dinner, 11 
a.m.-noon, Halfway House, Route 
22A. Call the restaurant to reserve 
at least 24-hours in advance. 802-
897-5160. 

Thursday, Dec. 15

BRISTOL — Katherine E. 
Ash, daughter of Kevin and 
Becky (Hatstat) Gibbs of 
Bristol, Vt., and granddaughter 
of Ralph and Mary Lu Hatstat 
of New Haven, Vt., married 
John S. Vrolyk, the son of John 
R. “Beau” Vrolyk and Tamisie 
Honey of San Francisco, Calif., 
on July 8, 2022, in Manchester, 
Vt. 

The Rev. Sally May performed 
the ceremony. Bridesmaids 
included Colleen Mackin, Page 
May, Caroline Gibbs, Vinca 
Krajewski, Juliana Nascimento 
and Liz (Vrolyk) McCabe. 
Groomsman were Ross Feinstein, 
Michael Schember, Sam Steyer, 
Alex Berggruen, Eric McCrery 
and Alex Entz. The reception was 
held at Hildene in Manchester.

 The bride is a graduate of 
Mount Abraham Union High 
School and the University of 
Vermont. The bridegroom is 
a graduate of University High 
School in San Francisco, Calif., 

scrapbook
WEDDINGS

Ash, Vrolyk

and Yale University in New 
Haven, Conn.

The couple met in 2018 
as graduate students at the 
Princeton School of Public and 
International Affairs and now 
live in Washington, D.C., where 
they both work in public policy. 
Following the ceremony, the 
couple honeymooned in the 
French Riviera.

DELGADILLOFOSTER

Midd winds returns to 
stage with two concerts

Vergennes: 10:45 a.m., St Peter’s 
Parish, 85 S. Maple St. 

Friday, Dec. 16
Starksboro: 3:30 p.m. Starksboro 

Baptist Church, Route 116. 
The week of Dec. 19 will offer 

a meal of Macaroni and cheese, 
carrots, peas and mushrooms, roll, 
pumpkin cookie and milk at the 
following locations: 

Monday, Dec. 19
Bristol: 11 a.m., American 

Legion Airport Dr. 
Tuesday, Dec. 20
Bridport: 10:30 a.m., Bridport 

Congregational Church, 54 Middle 
Rd.

Wednesday, Dec. 21
Middlebury: 11 a.m., Middlebury 

Rec Center, 154 Creek Rd.
Monkton: 11:30 a.m., Monkton 

Town Hall, 92 Monkton Ridge
Thursday, Dec. 22
Vergennes: 10:45 a.m., St Peter’s 

Parish, 85 S. Maple St.
Friday, Dec. 23
Starksboro: 3:30 p.m., 

Starksboro Baptist Church, Route 
116.

The week of Dec. 26 will offer 
a meal of Beef stroganoff with 
mushrooms over rotini, Brussels 
sprouts, roll, cinnamon apples and 
milk at the following locations: 

Monday, Dec. 26
Bristol: No Meal. Closed for 

holiday 
Tuesday, Dec. 27
Bridport: 10:30 a.m., Bridport 

Congregational Church, 54 Middle 
Rd.

Wednesday, Dec. 28
Middlebury: 11 a.m., Middlebury 

Rec Center, 154 Creek Rd.
Monkton: 11:30 a.m., Monkton 

Town Hall, 92 Monkton Ridge
Shoreham: Spaghetti dinner, 11 

a.m.-noon, Halfway House, Route 
22A. Call the restaurant to reserve 
at least 24-hours in advance. 802-
897-5160.

Thursday, Dec. 29
Vergennes: 10:45 a.m., St Peter’s 

Parish, 85 S. Maple St.
Friday, Dec. 30
Starksboro: 3:30 p.m., 

Starksboro Baptist Church, Route 
116.

For all grab-and-go meals, please 
stay in your car for drive-up, check-
in, contact-free pick up. Donations 
accepted and advanced reservations 
are required. Call Michelle to 
reserve at 802-377-1419. Free ride 
or pick-up and delivery may be 
provided. Call Tri-Valley Transit 
at 802-388-2287 to inquire. TVT 
requires 48-hour notice.
SITDOWN MEALS

Tuesday, Dec. 6
Vergennes: 10 a.m., Vergennes 

Congregational Church, 30 South 
Water St. Doors open at 10 a.m. 
Meal served at noon of Sweet 
and sour pork, rice pilaf, spinach, 
roll, mandarin oranges and milk. 
Holiday craft day — magazine 
trees.

Tuesday, Dec. 12
Vergennes: 10 a.m., Vergennes 

Congregational Church, 30 South 
Water St. Doors open at 10 a.m.  
Meal served at noon of Apple 
cranberry stuffed chicken breast, 
w/gravy, mashed potatoes, carrots, 
cranberry sauce, roll, pumpkin 
cake and milk.

Tuesday, Dec. 20
Vergennes: 10 a.m., Vergennes 

Congregational Church, 30 South 
Water St. Doors open at 10 a.m.  
Meal served at noon of Chicken 
and biscuit, mashed cauliflower, 
green and black bean blend, 
pumpkin cookie, and milk.

Tuesday, Dec. 27
Vergennes: 10 a.m., Vergennes 

Congregational Church, 30 South 
Water St. Doors open at 10 a.m. 
Meal served at noon of Sweet and 
sour beef steak, rice pilaf, garden 
vegetables, wheat bread, mandarin 
oranges, and milk.

All sit-down meals require 
registration. Call Michelle to 
reserve five days in advance at 802-
377-1419. $5 suggested donation 
does not include gratuity. Please 
bring your own place setting. 
Open to anyone age 60 and up and 
their spouse of any age. Masks 
encouraged unless seated and 
eating. Local bus provided. Call 
TVT at 802-388-2287 to arrange. 
TVT requires a 48-hour notice. 

Please stay home if you don’t 
feel well.

Vaughan Williams.
The young soprano Gwendolyn 

Delgadillo will sing two early 
songs by Richard Strauss. And 
Christopher Foster will play the 
trumpet solo in a salute to Harry 
James.

The program will conclude with 
the final two sections of “Pictures at 
an Exhibition,” including the “Great 

Gate at Kyiv,” in recognition of the 
suffering of the Ukrainian people.

Performances are at Mount 
Abraham Union High School on 
Friday, Dec. 2, and at the Mahaney 
Center for the Arts, Middlebury 
College, on Wednesday, Dec. 
7. Both performances begin at 
7:30 p.m. and are free. No tickets 
required.

MADELINE GARDNER

Gardner celebrated for 
60 years in local banking

ADDISON  COUNTY AgeWell meals schedule for December

LEICESTER — The Leicester 
Historical Society is once again 
sponsoring the Memory Tree at 
the Four Corners. Names, clearly 
written, can be sent to Diane 
Benware at 1594 Old Jerusalem 
Rd, Salisbury, VT 05769. Deadline 
is Friday, Dec. 16. The cost is a 
dollar per name, six names for 
five dollars. The tree will be lit at 
4 p.m., on Saturday, Dec. 17. The 
list of names will be available on 
the town website the week after 
Christmas.

NEWS

Leicester
Have a news tip? Call the 

Addison Independent
at 388-4944

Mount Abraham Union High School

Sadie Alderman
MAUHS

STUDENT OF THE WEEKSTUDENT OF THE WEEK

Sadie Alderman

64 Jackman Drive  •  Bristol 
802.453.2381  •  JackmansInc.com

Way to go, 

Telecommunications Sales and Service
Data Cabling & Fiber Optic Solutions

802-388-8999
Middlebury

CONGRATULATIONS
STUDENTS!

• Business Law  •  Wills, Trusts and Estates
• Government Contracting  •  Elder Law

• Property and Tenancy Issues

Congratulations
Students!

A� ordable & client-focused legal services

802-489-5099 or law@jlgi.com 
28 North Street - Bristol Village

 JOHNSON LAW GROUP JOHNSON LAW GROUP

Well Done!

We’re 
Impressed!

58 Maple Street • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-4944 

www.addisonindependent.com
14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDD., VT

802-388-3371

Stop by to 
grab your 
free gift!

Congratulations!
Keep up the great work,

877-3118
Vergennes, VT

If  you are interested in advertising in Student of  the Week 
contact advertising@addisonindependent.com

Sadie Alderman, this week’s Mount Abraham Union High 
School Student of the Week, is an incredible, creative, reliable 
leader, most recently as a lead sound tech who spent countless 
hours making other people look and sound amazing for the fall 
musical, “Hello Dolly.” She did an outstanding job representing 
Mt. Abe in the Scholars Bowl and the Brain Bee. Sadie’s 
dedication to Girl Scouts since kindergarten is admirable and 
now she is an Ambassador. She lives in Monkton with her 
parents, sibling, two dogs and two cats.

She loves the social aspects of school and is a history and 
art enthusiast. Sadie says AP Art and Design class with Lea 
Hammond has a safe environment that garners creativity and 
an atmosphere that cultivates inspiration. She also enjoys 
AP Art History, which is a virtual class. Her favorite artists 
are Picasso and Gustav Klimt. Her preferred medium in art is 
watercolors. She has contributed fantastic art murals at Mt. Abe 
to make the school beautiful. Sadie has received the highest 

honors, using the flexible pathways by taking AP courses at Mt. 
Abe as well as virtual classes. Sadie also participates in track 
and field and makes delightful sugary confections to share. 

In her free time, Sadie enjoys hanging out with friends, 
watching movies, listening to new music and cooking. The most 
important lesson she has learned while at Mt. Abe is to prioritize 
personal values. “I always thought I had to follow a certain path 
in school: do sports, go to college, become a doctor or lawyer, 
etc. But, after exploring and experiencing things that made me 
really happy, like art, I realized that that path was not for me. My 
advice for underclassmen is this: Experience life and pursue 
things that make you happy, not what others, like parents, want 
you to do. Your future is in your own hands, not anyone else’s.”

The Mt. Abe community wishes Sadie all the best as she 
continues to create her own work of art and hopes to participate 
in some art internships while joining the workforce. We look 
forward to her tech skills and dedication in the Spring Musical.  

Sadie
Sadie

Congratulations

802-388-1338
99 Court St., Middlebury, VT

Students of the Week from all area high schools
will receive a gift from Otter Creek Bakery. 
Students of the Week are chosen by school 

teachers and administration.
Best of Luck to All Students!

Sadie
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Andrea (Ryan) Giles has joined The Carter 
Insurance Agency as a Senior Account 
Executive. Giles brings with her more than 
20 years of experience and extensive industry 
knowledge.“We’re happy to have Andrea join 
our team. She has built lasting relationships 
in and around Addison County,” said Eric 
Carter, Principal Agent. “We look forward to 
having Andrea as part of the Carter Agency 

team and contributing to her continued success.”Giles grew up on 
a family farm in Starksboro, graduated from Mt. Abraham Union 
High School, and received her Associate’s Degree from Champlain 
College. After raising her own family and providing childcare 
services to other working parents, Giles has spent the last 20 years 
working locally and nurturing an extensive professional network. 
She spends her free time with her husband, training for Ironman 
triathlons, sailing Lake Champlain, and enjoying family.

CARTER INSURANCE AGENCY
2 South St.,Bristol

(802) 453-6054  |  www.carteragencyvt.com

Contact Andrea at (802) 453-6054
or andrea@carteragencyvt.com.

The Carter Agency is so happy to have Andrea on our team!

253 Main Street  •  Vergennes, VT  •  802-877-9991  
blacksheepbistrovt.com 

TUES. – SAT., 4:00PM – 8:00PM • Reservations Accepted

T H E

BLACKBLACK SHEEP BISTRO
Casual atmosphere  •  Great Food  •  Exceptional Value

GIVE THE GIFT OF TASTE

CURRIED PUMPKIN BISQUE toasted pepitas

BLACK SHEEP WALDORF SALAD bacon, cheddar, 
candied walnuts, dried cranberries, apple

STEAMED PORK DUMPLINGS maple soy demi glace

THAI BROILED HADDOCK toasted almonds, coconut 
curry sauce, creamed spinach

DUCK BREAST spiced cranberry demi, garlicky green 
beans

SESAME CHILI GLAZED FRIED TOFU ancient grains 
fried rice, roasted brussels sprouts, braised cabbage

FOR EVERY $100 WORTH OF 
GIFT CERTIFICATES PURCHASED, YOU WILL 
RECEIVE AN ADDITIONAL $25 VOUCHER ON 
US! VISIT US AT WWW.BLACKSHEEPBISTROVT.
COM OR CALL TO HAVE YOUR GIFT 
CERTIFICATES MAILED TO YOU! VALID NOW 
THROUGH 12/31/2022.

SAMPLE MENU

Strollin’ to the city
WHETHER YOU REMEMBER this appearance of Santa Claus in downtown a couple years back 

or not, the Big Guy of the North Pole will be back in the Little City this Saturday for the Vergennes 
Holiday Stroll. There will be a lot going on at Bixby Library on the morning of Dec. 3, at the 
Vergennes Opera House that afternoon, and on the city green from 4 p.m. into the evening. Check 
out Vergennesdowntown.org for details.

Spotlight on VergennesSpotlight on Vergennes

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — The Vergennes 

City Council on Nov. 22 accepted 
new zoning regulations from the 
planning commission with just 

one tweak to the laws councilors 
approved back on May 24: 
Planners now recommend scaling 
back a provision allowing more 
housing units per acre in the city’s 

Historic Neighborhood District.
Specifically, the plan the council 

approved in May requires only 
2,500 square feet per dwelling unit 
in the Historic 
Ne ighborhood 
D i s t r i c t . 
Previously, that 
district had a 
7,000 square-foot 
minimum for a 
s i n g l e - f a m i l y 
dwelling, and 
then required 
25,000 square 
feet more of land 
for a second unit. 
Many existing 
m u l t i - f a m i l y 
dwellings were 
thus non-
c o n f o r m i n g , 
according to 
planners.

The new proposal, which 
planners approved in a 4-2 vote on 
Sept. 12, raised the new minimum 
to 4,000 square feet. 

City councilors didn’t discuss 
the update on the 22nd, but they 
scheduled a public hearing for its 
Jan. 10 meeting. 

The update is proposed for 
a zoning district with three 
components. Its largest is the 
network of homes immediately 
south of Main Street, and it also 
includes properties between the 

City zoning scales back housing units

(See City zoning, Page 7B) Woman cited with unlawful mischief
VERGENNES — Vergennes 

police on Nov. 23 cited a newly 
discharged client from the Valley 
Vista substance use disorder 
treatment facility for unlawful 
mischief and trespass after a 
couple of interactions with her. 

Police first came into contact 
with Emma Larkin, 27, of 
Manchester on Nov. 22 as she was 
being discharged after becoming 
argumentative with staff at the 1 

Police Log
Vergennes

Alden Place facility. At that point 
Larkin refused assistance, police 
said. 

Later in the day police spoke to 
Larkin again after responding to 
a report of a woman loitering and 

acting strangely at Vergennes City 
Hall. They again offered help, 
which they said she refused, and 
then asked her to move along. 

Given the cold night, police 
sought her out one more time, and 
offered aid one more time after 
finding her at the Maplefields 
convenience store. Again, they 
said, she declined. 

The next morning at about 8 a.m. 
a maintenance worker at the elderly 
housing complex on Armory 
Lane reported he had discovered 
a damaged door and evidence of 
someone in the building, and had 
then seen someone in the bushes 
and then walking away from the 
property.

Police picked up Larkin, took 
her to the station and cited her and 
released her to her parents. Police 
have regularly been called to 
Valley Vista to deal with dismissed 
clients, and have noted the for-
profit facility does not appear to 
have a plan to help clients leave 
who do not successfully complete 
programs there.

In other action between Nov. 21 
and 27, Vergennes police conducted 
28 traffic stops, four patrols by 
cruiser and one on foot; responded 
to a false alarm; fingerprinted two 
job applicants; and also:

On Nov. 21 on behalf of AgeWell 
checked the welfare of a Walker 
Avenue resident, who they learned 
was OK.

On Nov. 22: 
• Were told a mentally challenged 

individual had left a city home after 
a dispute with a family member, but 
learned quickly he had returned.

• On behalf of a friend checked 
the welfare of a South Maple Street 
resident, who they learned was OK.

On Nov. 23 responded along 
with Charlotte Rescue to a man 
who had slipped on ice and fallen 
on a West Main Street sidewalk, 
cutting his cheek. Police walked 
him to his nearby home.

On Nov. 25 took a report that a 
woman had lost her purse near the 
post office. Police learned on the 
27th that it had been returned to 
her.

On Nov. 26 began an 
investigation of a crash of a cruiser 
driven by a Vermont State Trooper. 
Police said the trooper was driving 
west on Plank Road near Route 7 
when the cruiser left the road and 
struck a tree. As of Monday the 
investigation was ongoing. 

The new 
proposal, 
which 
planners 
approved 
in a 4-2 
vote on 
Sept. 12, 
raised 
the new 
minimum 
to 4,000 
square 
feet. 

Keep up to date with all the action, read

Arts + Leisure every Thursday in the Addy Indy!

Email
Us!

News Articles
news@addisonindependent.com

Advertise
ads@addisonindependent.com

VERGENNES
S e r v i c e  D i r e c t o r y

Marcel Brunet & Sons, Inc.
Windows & Siding • Vergennes, VT

Siding • Replacement Windows
Doors • Roofs • Garages • Decks

Free Estimates800-439-2644                              877-2640
Timothy C. Ryan P.E.

Serving the 
Champlain Valley 

Since 1887

877-3118
Main St., Vergennes

SIDING

To advertise in the 
Vergennes Service 

Directory
call Jesse at
388-4944 or

email jessen@
addisonindependent.

com

CLOVER STATE
Window & Siding Co., Inc.

Replacement Windows • Vinyl siding 
• Garages • Roofs • Additions

Phone: 802-877-2102 • Toll Free: 888-433-0962

SIDINGPLUMBING & HEATING

Promo valid 12/1-12/31/22, In-store and phone orders only, some restrictions apply.
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Main Street • Vergennes 877-2320

Spread a little  
holiday cheer!  

We’ve got gifts for everyone  
on your list!

One-size-fits-all Gift Certificates 
are always available!

HOLIDAY
A

for you...
GIFT

TUES.– SAT.,  4PM – 8PM 
Order by phone or online for take-out

UPSTAIRS IN-PERSON DINING AND FULL BAR

161 MAIN STREET  •  VERGENNES, VT  • 802.877.9962  •  PARKSQUEEZE.COM

HOUSE FAVORITES
Bleu ‘Shrooms baked mushrooms in blue cheese cream sauce • warm bread
Potato Cheddar Pierogies sauteed spinach • onion butter
Autumn Harvest Salad baby field greens • apples • dried cranberries • 
crumbled blue cheese • toasted almonds • balsamic vinaigrette
Saffron Red Lentil Stew saffron rice • curry toasted cashews • vegan coconut 
cream spinach
Spicy Maple Ribs creamy mac & cheese • cabbage slaw • house-made pickles
The Squeeze Burger pickled onions • roasted peppers • greens • bacon • 
cheddar cheese • fried egg

FOR EVERY $50 YOU SPEND 
ON GIFT CERTIFICATES, RECEIVE A

FREE $10VOUCHER!

INTRODUCING regional student talent:
 Jonny Barden  Sam Dickin  Maddy Smith  Sydney Tarte  Caitlin Walsh

    Bill Carmichael       Amanda Ryan-Paige     Jeffrey Todd Parrott    Kathryn Markey       Scott Nicholas

SHOW SPONSORS
The Hardy Family

Rotary Club of Vergennes
Mike and Lynn Donnelly

Beverly and Ed Biello
Fred Peet

Bill and Connie HoustonBill and Connie Houston
Derek Cohen

SEASON SPONSORS
RPM: Restoration Performance Motorcars

Amanda Bodell and Jeffry Glassberg
H.J. LeBoeuf & Sons Contractors

Lizbeth & Tim Ryan
Vergennes Animal Hospital

Jackman  Jackman  Fuels
Andrew & Jeff Fritz

The Schaefer Family
WJOY & WKOL Radio *Special student price supported by Rotary Club of Vergennes

Tickets online at VergennesOperaHouse.org or at Classic Stitching or at the door.
Adults: $18, Seniors $15 (65+), Students: $5* (18 or younger)

Give the gift of Vergennes Green Gift Certificates! 
Vergennes Green Gift Certificates are accepted at over 50 businesses

and available for purchase at One Credit Union (48 Green Street).

Holiday Stroll  Saturday, Dec. 3rd

‘Tis the season in 

VERGENNES

Updates and details at: www.VergennesDowntown.org

Spend the day in the Little City - make your list, 
check it twice and make holiday memories too! 

Bixby Memorial Free Library
9:00am-1:00pm Friends of the Bixby Used Book Sale
10:30am  Santa Storytime: ‘Twas the Night Before   

Christmas
11:00am Jon Gailmor performs
12:00-12:30pm Maiden Vermont performs

Vergennes Opera House
1:00-3:00pm  Visit with Santa Pictures, craft making 
  & more

Vergennes Green (City Park)
4:00-6:00pm  Marshmallow Melts & Fire Pits, Too! 
4:30pm   Vergennes Congregational Church 

Holiday Singalong 
5:00pm Lighting of the Park; S.D. Ireland 
  Lighted Truck arrives    

Magic On Main
Thursday Evening, 
Dec. 8th

Feel the Magic on Main and 
keep it local this holiday 
season with unique gifts in 
a no-rush setting, up down 
and around Main Street, 
Vergennes.

Project complete
CALDER RAKOWSKI OF VERGENNES Boy Scout Troop 539 recently completed his Eagle project. 

He designed and constructed this informational kiosk at the Vergennes Union High School athletic 
fields for the Addison Northwest School District. The VUHS junior designed the kiosk to house 
information about the frisbee golf course but it surely will be used for other purposes as well. 
Rakowski,16, is the son of Brent and Sue Rakowski of Vergennes.

Photo/Sue Rakowski

bridge over Otter Creek and 
Hillside Drive, and also some 
along Macdonough Drive and 
Comfort Hill. 

Planning Commission Chair 
Shannon Haggett said planners 
decided to make the change after 
getting pushback from some 
residents that the 2,500-square-feet 
minimum was too small. 

At a June 6 meeting partly 
devoted to the issue, three residents 
pointed to its potential impact on 

the district’s “character,” citing too 
much lot coverage and too little 
parking, according to minutes. One 
cited the change’s possible effect 
on the district’s “quaintness.”

Councilors and planners alike 
said the original change was 
one of several in a larger zoning 
rewrite intended to promote more 
affordable and workplace housing 
in Vergennes and thus boost city 
businesses and schools.

Haggett this week said planners 
were split on whether to retain 

City zoning
(Continued from Page 6B)

FERRISBURGH — The 
Ferrisburgh Grange’s December 
“King Pede” card party is 
scheduled for Saturday, Dec. 10, 
at the Town Hall and Community 
Center at 6:30 p.m. There will be 
a sandwich supper and then on to 
an evening of fun and card games. 
King Pede is an unusual game that 
involves “trick-taking” techniques 
such as in Hearts and Spades or 
Pitch. This is a game of fun and 
skill so come prepared to use your 
strategic thinking. 

The Addison Northwest 
Supervisory District is sponsoring 
a three-part series of workshops 
on Equity and our students and 
community. Parents and families 
are invited to join in these 
important discussions that are 
being held over these next few 
months. Workshop 1: Equity: 
Meeting students where they are, 
as they are — has already been 
held. Workshop 2: Windows and 
Doors — The power of literacy in 
equity. Will be held Tuesday, Dec. 
6, 6-7:30 p.m. at Vergennes Union 
Elementary School. Workshop 3: 
Mental Health Matters, will be held 
on Thursday, Jan. 19, 6-7:30 p.m., 
at VUHS. Advance registration is 
preferred. For more information 
email to Monica Desrochers at 
mdesrouchers@anwsd.org. 

The Addison Northwest 
Supervisory District is inviting 
the community to volunteer for 
our local schools. Parents and 
community members are welcome 

to assist with such events as 
coaching, mentoring, chaperoning 
school trips, and so forth. This is a 
great way to support our children 
and youth. For more information, 
email to Glory Martin at gmartin@
anwsd.org. 

The Ferrisburgh Central School 
PTO, in partnership with the 
Friends of the Union Meeting Hall, 
will be holding the annual Holiday 
Make and Take at the Ferrisburgh 
Town Hall on Saturday, Dec. 10, 
from 2-4 p.m. This event is for 
FCS students and families (please 
no “drop-offs” for the children — 
this event is planned for the entire 
family!) It will be a great way to 
support our children’s creativity 
while getting into the holiday spirit. 
Planning is for approximately 
twenty tables including holiday 
ornaments, decorations, fun 
wearables, photo prop creations, 
food art and gift making. This is 
a free event so there is no cost to 
the families for the crafts, food, or 
gifts made. Volunteer parents are 
welcome: Parents can bring their 
own craft projects or work at a 
table with other crafts. Donations 
for craft supplies are also welcome. 
For more information, email to 
Lindsay at fcspto@gmail.com. 

Rokeby Museum will host its 
annual Holiday Open House on 
Saturday, Dec. 3, from 10 a.m.-1 
p.m. The museum gift shop will be 
open with special pricing for the 
holiday season. Gift items from A 
Revolutionary Press, Hands and 

Heart Farm, and beeswax candles 
from Karen Emerson will be 
available. Also for sale will be door 
swags made from the greenery on 
Rokeby’s grounds. And, best of 
all, the museum’s exhibits will be 
open for viewing. A great way to 
support Rokeby while getting a 
start on your holiday shopping. 

The Bixby Library will hold 
several events along with the rest 
of downtown Vergennes during 
the annual Holiday Stroll held 
Saturday, Dec. 3. Bixby will host 
a puzzle swap, a used book sale, 
holiday cardmaking, and there 
will be performances by Maiden 
Vermont and Jon Gailmor. The 
Vergennes Holiday Stoll will 
offer other events also, such as 
marshmallow melts on the Green 
and a singalong at the Vergennes 
Congregational Church. Of course, 
Santa will be visiting — he’ll be 
at the Opera House beginning 
at 1 p.m. For more details visit 
www.vergennesdowntown.org/
holidaystroll. 

NOTE: We are always 
interested in including a variety 
of Ferrisburgh-related news in 
this column, so if you have events 
that would be of interest, contact 
Sally Kerschner at smwkersch@
comcast.net. You are also able to 
access these columns and other 
information about Ferrisburgh 
news and events by viewing the 
Ferrisburgh Town Website at www.
ferrisburghvt.org.

NEWS

Ferrisburgh Have a news tip?
Email  Sally Kerschner at smwkersch@comcast.net

the new 2,500-square-foot 
minimum or return to the previous 
7,000-square-foot standard, and 
they eventually met in the middle. 

“We reached a good 
compromise,” he said.

In making the decision, they 
relied on research that showed the 
change to 2,500 square feet would 
allow, at the absolute maximum, 
1,600 new housing units by carving 
up the 309 district properties with 
enough land to allow more units. 

The change to 4,000 would allow 
a maximum of 987 units, assuming 
every property owner chose to 
max out its development potential, 
Haggett said.

All would be still have the ability 
to add at least one unit if the council 
eventually adopts the 4,000-foot 
standard, he said. 

Don’t miss the
Vergennes Stroll

Dec. 3rd!
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&&service& DIRECTORY

auto body restoration
auto repair 
carpentry/contractors
cleaning services

computers
construction
duct cleaning
firewood

flooring
heating &
    air conditioning
masonryBusiness

Thursday

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

COMPUTERS

CONSTRUCTION

CLEANING SERVICES

AUTO BODY RESTORATION

CHECK US OUT
ONLINE AT

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

AUTO REPAIR

LOCAL CONTRACTOR
GENERAL CARPENTRY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Remodeling • Additions

Painting • Roofing
WINNER of “Best Local Contractor” 

FOUR CONSECUTIVE YEARS by 
READERS CHOICE AWARDS!

MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT

MARK TRUDEAUMARK TRUDEAU

802.388.0860802.388.0860

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

802-453-7345  |  138 Hunt Road, New Haven, VT

Metal Fabrication
Agricultural Repair
Commercial Repair

Auto Body Repair
Rust Repair
Collison Repair

Full/Custom
    restoration

We accept all major credit cards  |  We accept Insurance claims
Follow our projects on Facebook

Family owned & operated

Over two decades experience!

MASONRY
Fine Dry Stone Masonry

Jamie Masefield
Certified by the Dry Stone Wallers
Association of Great Britain

802-233-4670
jmasefield@gmavt.net

REACH THE COUNTY  
ADVERTISE  HERE

ADDY INDY - 388-4944

Gevry Firewood LLC
gevryfirewoodvt@gmail.com

or 802-349-0699

Are you looking for green or 
seasoned firewood?

Well we’ve got it all right here in Addison, VT!

We cut, split, and deliver hardwood 
firewood in 12-24 inch lengths.

And we now offer kiln dried firewood!
Contact us today for a quote!

FIREWOOD

Quaker Village
Carpentry

Siding, Windows, Garages, Decks & Porches
New Construction, Renovations and Repairs

Maurice plouffe
802-545-2251
1736 Quaker Village Road

Weybridge, VT 05753

DO YOU REPAIR OR CLEAN 
FURNACES? 

 YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

FLOORING

And Duct Work 
for Heating, Ventilation 
and Air Conditioning
We use 5,000+ cfm HEPA
Vacuum Cleaning Systems 

Commercial/Residential • Owner Operated • Fully Insured • Neat & Clean

Buy Local! 802.989.0396

Specializing inSpecializing in
Duct CleaningDuct Cleaning

We can design, fabricate, seal, insulate, clean,
anything to do with your ducted systems.

Certified
Collision Experts

All Makes and Models
Working with all

Insurance companies

(802) 388-9961
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

2196 Rt 7 South,  Middlebury
stonecdjr.com

Hometown Service from 
Your Hometown Dealers!

Factory-Trained Technicians
Servicing all makes

and models

G Stone Motors   
36 Boardman St., 

Middlebury
(802) 388-6718

gstonemotors.com 

Stone
Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
2149 Rt 7 So., Middlebury

(802) 388-9961
stonecdjr.com

F    J    C
802.310.1986

• Full service general 
contractor

• Turn key construction
• Kind knowledgeable staff

fjcbuilders.com

One cal l  does i t  a l l
Christopher Netelkos

cnetelkos@fjcbuilders.com   •   Sudbury, Vt.

For an appointment , call The PC Medic of 
Vermont at 802-734-6815
www.pcmedicvt.com

The PC Medic of 
Vermont now offers 

both on-site and remote 
computer services for 

your PC.

Call today to see which 
type of appointment 

you need, and get your 
PC running correctly 

again!
DO YOU WINTERIZE HOUSES? 

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!
CALL 802-388-4944

DUCT CLEANING

Melissa’s Quality
Cleaning Services
Residential & Commercial

GREAT RATES • FULLY INSURED
Reliable & Thorough 

802 345-6257

David Walker ConstructionDavid Walker Construction
298 Biddle Road
Lincoln, Vermont

05443

Semi-Retired
Small Jobs Only

cell: 802-989-0320

email:
dwconstruction@gmavt.net

THETHE
SNOWFLAKESSNOWFLAKES
ARE FALLINGARE FALLING

ADVERTISE ADVERTISE 
YOUR SNOW YOUR SNOW 

REMOVAL REMOVAL 
BUSINESS IN BUSINESS IN 

THE ADDY INDY.THE ADDY INDY.

CALLCALL
802-388-4944802-388-4944



Addison Independent, Thursday, December 1, 2022 — PAGE 9B

Soak Up The Sun!
Don’t spend your hard-earned money 
making the hot water or electricity that 
you use today–

SOLAR IS MORE AFFORDABLE THAN EVER!

Go Green with us –

We’ve been here for you for 43 years – 
Let us help you with your solar projects today. 

Call for a FREE on-site evaluation

SIDING

LAROSE SURVEYS, P.C.
Ronald L. LaRose, L.S. • Kevin R. LaRose, L.S.

Land Surveying/Septic Design
“We will take you through the

permitting process!”

25 West St. • PO Box 388
Bristol, VT 05443

Telephone: 802-453-3818
Fax: 802- 329-2138

larosesurveys@gmail.com

TAXES

&&service& DIRECTORYBusiness
Thursday painting 

plumbing
registration assistance
renewable energy
roofing

rubbish & recycling
septic & water
siding
snow removal
storage

surveying
tree service

SURVEYING

Reach
more potential
customers!

Place your ad in
the Addy Indy!

CHECK US OUT
ONLINE AT

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

Marcel Brunet & Sons, Inc.
Windows & Siding

Vergennes, VT

802-316-6060 • rbrunet1@myfairpoint.net • 802-877-2640

Siding • Windows
Additions • Garages • Decks

WE HAVE THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT 
FOR THE RIGHT JOB – TO GIVE YOU

 REASONABLE RATES

Reasonable Rates • Year-round Service • Fully Insured
(802) 453-3351 • Cell (802) 363-5619

24 Hour Emergency Service 453-7014
 Brownswelding.com

Serving Vermont for over 42 years!

BROWN’S TREE & 
CRANE SERVICE

Dangerous Trees Cut & Removed
Stumps Removed  
Trusses Set
Trees Trimmed 
Land Clearing

FREE ESTIMATES FOR TREE SERVICES

TREE SERVICE

Celebrating 36 Years
Environmental Consultants – Licensed Designers

Steve Revell CPG, LD#178 BW

• Water Supply - Location, Development and Permitting
• On-Site Wastewater Design • Single & Multiple Lot Subdivision
• Property Development & Permitting
• State and Local Permitting
• Underground Storage Tank Removal & Assessment

Fax 802-453-5399 • Email: jrevell@lagvt.com
163 Revell Drive • Lincoln, VT 05443

Toll-Free: 800-477-4384
802-453-4384

www.lagvt.com

Jeremy Revell LD#611 BW • Tyler Maynard LD#597 B

REGISTRATION 
ASSISTANCE

Advertise your business on these pages for under $10 per week.
Call 802-388-4944 or email advertising@addisonindependent.com for details.

PLUMBING

SEPTIC & WATER

Phone (802) 537-3555

roofingMichael Doran
• Standing seam

• Asphalt shingles 
• Slate

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

roofing

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

Phone (802) 537-3555

Michael Doran
as seen at Addison County Field Days!

• Standing seam
• Asphalt shingles 

• Slate

mpdoransr@gmail.com

Go Solar with
AllEarth Renewables
Customer-driven solutions 
designed, engineered and built 
in Vermont, with over 3,000 
installations in the state.

CALL 802.872.9600 x122
allearthrenewalables.com

RENEWABLE ENERGY

ROAD READY SERVICE LLC

SAVE A TRIP TO THE DMVSAVE A TRIP TO THE DMV
Don’t drive to Rutland or Montpelier!

We can register all makes and models of cars, 
trucks, campers, trailers, RVs and boats

here in Addison County!

(802) 349-8483 
roadreadyservicellc@gmail.com
2877 Ethan Allen Hwy
New Haven, VT. 05472

Jeanne Miller

roadreadyservicellc

Short Surveying, inc.
Serving Addison County Since 1991

Timothy L. Short, L.S.
Property Line Surveys • Topographical Surveys

FEMA Elevation Certificates
135 S. Pleasant St., Middlebury, VT 

802-388-3511
ShortSurveyingVT@gmail.com

Are you a
tax preparer?
We’ll help you reach

 more clients this 
tax season.

Email advertising@
addisonindependent.com 

to get started.

A friendly, professional, 
and affordable family business.

Interior Painting

HESCOCK PAINTING

Kim or Jonathan Hescock
hescock@shoreham.net

462-3737 or 989-9107

Free Free 
Estimates Estimates 

References References 

Fully Fully 
InsuredInsured

PAINTING

We help your ideas grow from start to finish,
no project is too big. Give us a call and you will

see the potential in your morning to evening view.
Lawn care, snow plowing, excavation, tree removal, 

driveways, pressure washing, and more - all at
their best. We can build it up or take it down.
No idea is too big for us to maneuver around.

802-349-6163 
Winter, Spring, Summer and All your Fall needs

Wishing for more Wishing for more 
business?business?

ADVERTISE YOUR FIRE WOODADVERTISE YOUR FIRE WOOD
& CHIMNEY CLEANING& CHIMNEY CLEANING

 BUSINESS HERE BUSINESS HERE. . 

CALL 802-388-4944 CALL 802-388-4944 
OR EMAIL OR EMAIL 

ADVERTISING@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COMADVERTISING@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

ROOFING SNOW  REMOVAL

DO YOU CLEAN HOUSES?  
YOUR AD SHOULD

BE HERE!

SURVEYING
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Public Meetings
AL-ANON OFFERS HELP 
and hope to anyone who 
has been affected by a 
loved one’s drinking. Mid-
dlebury hosts an online 
meeting Sunday night 
7:15pm and a face to face 
one Wednesday at 1:30pm 
at CVUUS (2 Duane Court 
Middlebury near the high 
school) that you can also 
access by Zoom. Visit ver-
montalanonalateen.org for 
links and list of other meet-
ings in the region. If you’d 
like to speak to an Al-Anon 
member, call our answering 
service (866-972-5266) and 
an Al-Anon member will call 
you back.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS in person meetings 
are available. For a list 
of local virtual meetings 
visit http://bit.ly/district9aa.  
For more information visit 
https://aavt.org/ or call the 
24 hour hotline at 802-388-
9284.

THE TURNING POINT 
CENTER of Addison Coun-
ty is open for in-person 
services, Monday through 
Friday, 10am-4pm, 54A 
Creek Road, Middlebury. 
We are available by phone 
24/7 at 802-388-4249.

V E R G E N N E S  F R E E 
THINKERS Founded in 
1935 on the principle of 
one alcoholic helping an-
other to achieve sobriety, 
A.A. is an effective and 
enduring program of re-
covery that has changed 
countless lives.  A.A. has 
always been committed to 
making its program of re-
covery available to anyone, 
anywhere, who reaches 
out for help with an alcohol 
problem.  The Vergennes 
Free Thinkers meeting was 
created in January of this 
year to maintain a tradition 
of free expression, conduct 
a meeting where alcoholics 
may feel free to express 
any beliefs, doubts or dis-
belief they may have, to 
share their own personal 
form of spiritual experience, 
their search for it, and/or 
their rejection of it, without 
having to accept anyone 
else’s beliefs or having to 
deny their own. Meetings 
are held with a high re-
gard for compassion and 
inclusion without judgment 
or exception.  If you think 
we can help, please join 
us on Thursdays at 6pm 
by contacting Vergennes-
freethinkers@gmail.com 
for Zoom and in-person 
meeting information.

VERMONT SUPPORT 
LINE Are you struggling 
with a challenging situa-
tion? Do you have feel-
ings of sadness, loneliness, 
isolation, anger, or depres-
sion? You don’t have to 
face it alone. Talk with a 
caring person who under-
stands what you’re going 
through today by calling or 
texting the free and confi-
dential Pathways Vermont 
Support Line available 24/7 
at (833) VT - TALKS.

Services
C+I DRYWALL and plaster-
ing. Call Joe 802-234-5545.

CONSTRUCTION: ADDI-
TIONS, RENOVATIONS 
new construction, drywall, 
carpentry, painting, flooring, 
roofing, pressure washing, 
driveway sealing. All as-
pects of construction, also 
property maintenance. Ste-
ven Fifield 802-989-0009.

MELISSA’S QUALITY 
CLEANING Services. Resi-
dential and commercial. 
Fully insured. Great rates. 
Reliable and thorough 
cleaning. 802-345-6257.

3
WE BUY OLD STUFF Es-
tates, collections, antiques 
etc. Also hunting and fish-
ing items. Call Erik 802-
345-0653.

Free
DIGITAL ACCESS View 
obituaries, calendar listings 
and classifieds online at 
addisonindependent.com.  
Don’t miss out on events, 
garage sales, or opportu-
nities- check out our free 
digital listings.  Looking 
to read more? Become a 
subscriber!

EXCESS NEWSPAPERS, 
MANY USES! Newspa-
pers work great as a fire 
starter, wrapping paper, 
window cleaner, compost 
material and so much more! 
Printed with soy-based ink. 
Available at The Addison 
Independent, 58 Maple St. 
Middlebury, in the Marble 
Works. Office is open M-F, 
9am-4pm.

Help Wanted
AMERICAN FLATBREAD 
MIDDLEBURY Hearth 
is hiring!  Offering good 
compensation, respect-
ful co-workers, and great 
food.  We are hiring for 
multiple full time and part 
time positions including bar 
leadership, daytime prep 
and evening shifts.  Ample 
opportunities for growth in 
a positive work environ-
ment.  Please stop in for 
an application or email Joe 
at joe@americanflatbread.
com. EOE.

For Rent
12’ X 24’ STORAGE 
SPACES in Brandon. Call 
802-349-4212.

3 BEDROOM; 2 Bathroom, 
single family house, wash-
er/dryer hook up, utilities 
not included non smok-
ing, pets negotiable, lease 
required, deposit first and 
last months rent, $1,600 
per month, 802-349-4332.

BRISTOL: Gentleman in 
his 70s who enjoys classic 
TV shows & word puzzles. 
Reduced rent of $300/mo. 
in exchange for providing 
companionship, occas. 
transportation, & cooking 
a few meals each week. 
Must be cat-friendly! 802-
863-5625 or HomeShareV-
ermont.org for application. 
Interview, refs, bg check 
req. EHO.

DEADLINE: Monday at 5 p.m. 

CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM
Addison Independent

Cash in on our 4-for-3 rates! Pay for 3 issues, get 4th issue free! An ad placed for consective issues runs the 4th time for free! PLEASE PRINT YOUR AD...

The Independent assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in ads, but will 
rerun classified ad in which the error oc-
curred. No refunds will be possible. Ad-
vertiser will please notify us of any errors 
which may occur after first publication.

Number of words:
Cost:
# of runs:
Spotlight Charge:
Internet Listing: $2.00
TOTAL:

ADDISON INDEPENDENT
58 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-4944
addisonindependent.com •  email: classifieds@addisonindependent.com

RA
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S

• 25¢ per word • minimum $2.50 per ad 

• $2 internet listing for up to 4 issues • minimum 2 insertions

• Special 4 for 3 rates not valid for the following categories: Services,
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Services

Free**

Lost ’N Found**

Garage Sales 

Lawn & Garden

Opportunities

Adoption

Work Wanted

Help Wanted

For Sale

Public Meetings**

For Rent

Want to Rent

Wood Heat

Real Estate
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Att. Farmers

Motorcycles

Cars

Trucks

SUVs
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Boats

Wanted

Real Estate Wanted

Vacation Rentals
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Phone:

Email:

Spotlight with large 3$2** no charge for these ads

Or, submit your classified ad on our website: addisonindependent.com

Volunteer ad

3x3 or a 6x3 

Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities

Middlebury Agway  338 Exchange St. – Middlebury, VT.

PT/FT Cashier -  Customer Service
Immediate Openings available.  Must be able to work until 6pm Week-

days and Weekends a MUST.  Approximately 20 - 35hrs per week.
Wage commensurate with experience. 

Please send Resumes to info@middleburyagway.com or Fill out Application 
at Middlebury Agway, 338 Exchange Street, Middlebury VT.

Please no phone calls.

Warehouse and Yard Worker  -  PT/FT  Position available
Warehouse Worker Job Purpose: Loading and Assisting with Customer 
Orders from the Yard, Warehouse and Store, Stocking Shelves and Filling 
Propane Tanks.
Skills/Qualifications: Ability to lift 50lbs repeatedly throughout the day 
Weekends and dependability a MUST!  Preferable age 18+.

Please fill out an application in person.
Middlebury Agway - 338 Exchange St. – Middlebury, VT.

 
Want to Join an Award-Winning 
Best Places to Work?   
Apply Today!
Rhino Foods is an open hire employer,  
meaning that we don’t conduct lengthy  
drug screens, background checks* and 
recognize your future, not dwell on your past!

We have immediate needs for: 

3rd Shift Production is Hiring--Shift Premium Pay
Make delicious dough, work with cool people! This shift takes 
place from 10:40PM-7AM and you’ll learn the various steps to 
make delicious products, including mixing, depositing, baking, 
assembling, and packaging. Join us today and start your career at 
one of the fastest growing companies in Vermont.

Sanitation Team
This important team helps Rhino to shine! This is a 2nd shift 
position; shift hours are 2:30PM-10:30PM. In this role, you’ll 
be trained on following established sanitation standards 
and procedures including use of chemicals, hot water, heavy 
equipment and equipment assembly.

Rhino offers weekly pay, bonuses, and benefits to support you 
and your family. Please see more on these openings on our career 
page at rhinofoods.com/about-rhino-foods/jobs-and-careers.

*Rhino Foods does run sex offender checks on all employees
Shard Villa
Level 3 Residential Care Home

NOW HIRING

For more information
Call 802.352.4369

ALL SHIFTS
~ Competitive Pay ~

CAREGIVERS
Full-Time ~ Part-Time

Attention!! Attention!!
Excellent money!!
Cash paid for on-call snow removal. 

Looking for people immediately.
30 year established snow removal business with plow trucks, 

sanders, salters, & snowblowers.
Will train.  Excellent-paying position.

Call 802-236-7101 NOW!!!

!! HELP WANTED !!

ACSD custodians
3 x col \5.5

CD

You can help!

To apply:

acsdvt.org/Page/4418

or scan the QRCode:

Questions: 802-382-1281

Our schools need substitute teachers.

Substitute Teachers

Love supporting kids!

Have and want a flexible schedule.

Are energetic, curious, inclusive, and

kind.

Are considering a career as a

teacher or paraprofessional.

Want to get involved and support

our community!

Payscale:

Licensed Substitute Teachers and ACSD retirees:

$160 per day for 5 days

$150/day for 4 days

$140/day for 3 days

$130/day for 2 days

$120/day for 1 day

Unlicensed Substitute Teachers:

$150 per day for 5 days

$140/day for 4 days

$130/day for 3 days

$120/day for 2 days

$110/day for 1 day

School Nurse substitutes begin at $140/day

Are essential to our schools!

Help our schools operate at their full

potential during staff vacancies and

illness.

Ensure consistency and support for

all students.

Your rate of pay increases if you commit to consecutive days in

a week. Substitutes are paid on half/full day basis.

This could be a great fit if you:

 

Porter Medical Center Volunteers Needed
There are many ways to volunteer, both at the hospital and/or from your own home: 

Clerical Support, Patient Care, Companionship to patients or family members,
Greeter/Wayfinding, Gardening, Knitting, etc. We would love to match you

with a volunteer need that meets your interest and skill set! 

If you are considering becoming a volunteer, 
we encourage you to reach out to learn 

how you can help. Contact Kelly Walters at 
Kwalters@portermedical.org to learn more.

Addison Independent

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Public Meetings Public Meetings Services Free For Rent

Help WantedHelp WantedHelp Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted
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DRY, SECURE WINTER 
storage. 12’ wide, 16’ high, 
32’ deep. Middlebury. $300/
mo. 802-388-0860.

DRY, WINTER/SUMMER 
STORAGE SPACE in Ad-
dison. Available storage 
space in my barn for sum-
mer/winter storage. The 
barn is structurally sound 
and weather-tight with 
electricity. No heat or run-

ning water. The barn is also 
available for lease. The en-
trance door measurements 
are 8’ wide by 7’ high. For 
more info: 802-363-3403 
or rochon_m@yahoo.com.

MIDDLEBURY BRIAR-
WOOD APARTMENTS 
is currently taking wait-
list applications for 2- br 
apartments. No smoking/
No pets. Income limits 
apply- rent based on in-
come- 2 person minimum 
occupancy.  Equal Housing 
Opportunity. Handicapped 
accessible.  802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com.

MIDDLEBURY, 1 BED-
ROOM, downtown apart-
ment; includes trash and 
snow removal, parking. No 
pets, no smoking. $1,500/
mo. plus deposit. 802-388-
7525.

MIDDLEBURY, OFF CAM-
PUS HOUSING available. 
802-388-4831, AJ Neri 
Property Rentals.

MIDDLEBURY: Profes-
sional in her 60s who en-
joys caring for her horses 
& gardening. Seeking 
housemate to chip in w/ 
yardwork & gardens. $350/
mo. Must be pet-friendly! 
Private BA. 802-863-5625 
or HomeShareVermont.org 
for application. Interview, 
refs, bg check req. EHO.

VERGENNES VALLEY 
VIEW APARTMENTS is 
currently taking wait list ap-
plications.  Occupants must 
be 62+ years of age.  No 
smoking/ No pets. Income 
limits apply - Rent based 
on income. Equal Housing 
Opportunity.  802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com.

Wood Heat
DRY OR GREEN firewood 
for sale. Delivery available. 
802-758-2007.

Animals
C H O C O L AT E  A N D 
BLACK lab puppies, ready 
to go. Had all shots. Just in 
time for Christmas. Call for 
information. 802-349-4246.

PUPPIES! Father, Border 
Collie, Mother, Husky/Re-
triever mix. Ready to go 
mid-December. $500 each. 
Please call 802-758-2598.

Att. Farmers
HORSE BLANKET WASH 
and repair.  Accepting non-
leather (for now) horsewear 
of all kinds for cleaning and 
repairing at my Weybridge 
location.  Call or text Sue 
Miller at 802-377-5945 or 
email svdwmiller@icloud.
com with “horse” in the 
subject line for more in-
formation.

SMALL SQUARE BALES 
$3.50.  Excellent round 
bales $30.00.  Call 802-
377-5455.

WHITNEY’S CUSTOM 
FARM WORK Pond agi-
tating, liquid manure haul-
ing, drag line aerating. Call 
for price. 462-2755, John 
Whitney.

Wanted

Help Wanted

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent

We are seeking a staff person to be a part of our Outreach team, 
which provides support to young families
through center and home-based services.

Position includes individual and group work opportunities, 
collaboration with community agencies and home visiting.

MSW preferred or a minimum of a Bachelor’s degree 
in a related field is required.

Great working environment and benefits!
Total hours are negotiable.

Please send a resume and cover letter, along with 3 
references to Donna Bailey at

dbailey@addisoncountypcc.org

Outreach Position

CHILDCARE WORKER/PARENT EDUCATOR

Join the Parent/Child Center Team
CHILDCARE WORKER/PARENT EDUCATOR

Childcare Sta�  Position: 
We are seeking a childcare worker who will work with children and 
parents in our therapeutic program. � is is a full-time position with

generous bene� ts. We are a therapeutic childcare program that supports 
children birth through 5 and their families. 

Strong candidates must have knowledge of
child development, family systems, excellent

communication skills, and want to work with young
families. Flexibility and collaboration are a must.

Please send a resume and cover le� er, to Donna Bailey
at dbailey@addisoncountypcc.org.

Co-Director
� e Addison County Parent/Child Center (ACPCC) is seeking a 

Co-Director to LEAD this well-known and highly respected 
non-pro� t located in Middlebury, Vermont. � e ACPCC

is dedicated to providing family support services, therapeutic 
childcare and education, prevention and support for youth, adults 

and children in Addison County.
� is is a great opportunity for an innovative, creative, energetic, 

engaged community leader who is passionate about making a 
di� erence in a co-directorship model. 

� e successful candidate will possess:
    • Strong communication skills
    • A team-oriented work style

    • A passion for working with families and children 
    • A dedication to social justice issues

� e successful candidate will have experience:
    • Working with human services and state agencies 

    in all aspects of human resource and personnel management 
  

Please send a resume and cover le� er, along with 3 
references to Donna Bailey at 

dbailey@addisoncountypcc.org.

REPORTER
Part-or-full time position for an 

experienced reporter for 
THE REPORTER, serving Brandon, 

Pittsford, Proctor and West 
Rutland. Working remotely is 
acceptable. Pay depends on 

experience; salary or per piece; 
for print and digital publishing. 

Send resumé to Angelo Lynn at angelo@addisonindependent.com. 

B R A N D O N R E P O R T E R . C O M

REPORTER
REPORTERHiring

Sign-on Bonus, Travel Allowance, Free Meal,
New Wage Bands and Shift Differentials

The Residence at Otter Creek, a premiere senior living community 
in Middlebury, VT is accepting applications for:

Full/Part-Time Med Techs/LPN ($3,000 sign-on bonus)

Full/Part-Time Caregiver ($3,000 sign-on bonus)

Full-Time Servers ($500 sign-on bonus)

Full-Time Maintenance Director
Full-Time Maintenance Assistants ($2,000 sign-on bonus)

Van Driver FT/PT ($500 sign-on bonus)

Resident Engagement Memory Care FT/PT 
Resident Engagement Assistant FT/PT ($500 sign-on bonus)

Applicants must be able to work weekends.
Background checks required.  
Please email your resume to

Kristen LaFlam at klaflam@residenceottercreek.com.
The Residence at Otter Creek

350 Lodge Road, Middlebury, VT 05753
www.residenceottercreek.com

   

NOW HIRING

Student Support Specialist 
“VAL opens the door to a world
of possibility for our students”

- Maureen, VAL employee of 33 years
Work with motivated students who are choosing 

education! Vermont Adult Learning seeks
a compassionate and versatile Student Support 

Specialist at our Middlebury Learning Center
to work with students on their educational

journey with VAL and beyond.
WANT MORE INFORMATION?

Go to https://vtadultlearning.org/about-
us/#careers for a full job description.

To apply, submit a cover letter and resume to 
Rebecca Campbell (rcampbell@vtadultlearning.org)

Vermont Adult Learning is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Looking for 
something different?

Your local newspaper 
is your

BEST RESOURCE 
for local 

job opportunities!

Also available online:
addisonindependent.com

2 x col  3
UVM
CD

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

All real estate 
advertising in this 
newspaper is subject  to 
the Federal Fair Housing 
Act of 1968 as amended 
which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, national 
origin, sexual orientation, 
or persons receiving 
public assistance, or an 
intention to make any such 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will 
not  knowingly accept any 
advertisement for real 
estate which is in violation 
of the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available 
on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of 
discrimination, call HUD 
Toll-free at 1-800-424-
8590. For the Washington, 
DC area please call HUD 
at 426-3500.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Help Wanted

For Rent

Build a 
strong

community

Shop
Local!ALL ADDISON COUNTY LOCATIONS 

CURRENTLY HIRING!
For openings and to apply, visit 

Maplefields.com

Looking for work in your hometown? 
We offer medical, dental, paid vacation, 

personal time, sick time and 401K for
full time positions.

This is a 2.12 acre level building lot with a new installed 
3 bedroom complete septic system,drilled well
 and a 200 amp underground electrical system 
installed in the existing 28x40 garage on site.

This property address is 1025 Lake Dunmore Road 
Leicester and is 3.3 miles from Branbury State Park.

No sellers restrictions on the lot.
The price is $139,900.00 for cash or pre-qualified 

buyers. a $10,000.00 off sale price is available 
if it can be closed in 2022. 

Building lot with barn
for sale in Leicester Vt.

Please call 802-352-6678 and leave your information.
Jonathan Blake

Property Management/Contractor Services
/Dock Systems

5 x col  5.5CD
Sylvamo CD

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Let us help you 
sift through the 
complexities of the Fair 
Housing Law. Stay 
legal. Stay on the right 
side of the nation’s Fair 
Housing Law. 

Call the Addison 
Independent at
(802) 388-4944. 
Talk to our sales 

professionals.

It’s against 
the law to 

discriminate
when 

advertising 
housing

Its easier to break the 
law than you might 
think. You can’t say “no 
children” or “adults 
only.”

There’s a lot you 
can’t say. The Federal 
Government is watching 
for such discrimination.

OLD & Used
guns wanted

P: 802-775-2859
C: 802-236-7213

Rifles, 
Hand 
guns, 

Shot guns
Top prices paid.

New Year, New Career!
Join the Ticonderoga, NY team
A high school diploma or GED is required. 
Manufacturing experience is preferred but is not 
required. Responsibilities will vary by department, but 
this shift role will support the successful operations 
of the papermaking process, machinery and systems. 
Must be able to work a rotating shift, weekends and 
holidays.  **12 hour shift trial begins January 2023.

Sylvamo is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer. All 
qualified applicants will receive consideration for employment without 
regard to sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, race, color, religion, 
national origin, disability, protected veteran status, age, or any other 
characteristic protected by law. 
 
© 2021 Sylvamo Corporation. All rights reserved. Sylvamo, the 
Sylvamo logo, and The World’s Paper Company are registered 
trademarks of Sylvamo Corporation.

$23.46 hr
STARTING WAGE
+ ROBUST BENEFITS,
CAREER GROWTH

Entry-Level
Labor Pool

Apply Now
SYLVAMO.COM

For Rent

For Rent

For Rent

Real Estate

For Rent For Rent

Real EstateFor Rent For Rent
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Auctions

Tuesday 12:30pm to 4:30pm

APPOINTMENTS REQUIRED.

802-388-1966
addisoncountyclerk@gmail.com

Addison County Courthouse
The Addison County Clerk
located in Frank Mahady
Courthouse is available

to accept passport applications
and provide  passport photos.

REGULAR HOURS
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday

9am to 1pm

Full Passport Service

INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE
ADDISON COUNTY

PRELIMINARY PROPOSED BUDGET MEETING
The Assistant Judges of Addison County invite the public to a meeting to 

discuss the proposed county budget for FY 2023-2024 (July 1, 2023-June 30, 
2024).

The meeting will be held on Friday, December 16, 2022 at 9:30 a.m. in the 
County Clerk’s office at the Frank Mahady Courthouse in Middlebury.

Any questions, please contact the county clerk at addisoncountyclerk@
gmail.com or 802-388-1966.
 Patricia Ross, Assistant Judge
 Jacqueline Street, Assistant Judge

ADDISON COUNTY SOLID WASTE 
MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

NOTICE OF ADOPTED 2023 RATE CHANGES
The Addison County Solid Waste Management District Board of Supervisors 

adopted its 2023 Annual Budget, including the Rate Schedule for Calendar Year 
2023 on November 17, 2022. The new rates will take effect on Jan. 1, 2023. The 
rate changes at the District Transfer Station in Middlebury are: 

(1) $145/ton for Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) & Construction/Demo Debris (C&D); 
(2) $125/ton for Single Stream Recycling from Commercial Haulers; 
(3) Single Stream Recycling from Self-Hauled Businesses -  $125/ton for >1 cu.yd; 
(4) $80/ton for Business Books; 
(5) Clean Wood: $6/load for Residential, up to 1 regular pick-up truck or small 

trailer; $60/ton for Large loads or Business; $10/scoop for Mulch loading assistance; 
(6) $10/cu.yd for Maple Sap Tubing; 
(7) Motor Oil: $2.50/gal. for Business any amount or Residential >10 gal, 

uncontaminated only; 
(8) Oil Filters; $13/pail of Business 5-gallon pail full; $140/drum for Business 55-gal 

drum full; 
(9) Textiles (must be clean, dry and in bags) - no charge; 
(10) Tires: $4/each for Passenger Tires; $11/each for Large Truck Tires; $0.20/lb for 

Ag Tires, Earthmoving Tires, Oversized Tires; $0.11/lb for Large Quantities of Tires 
(car & light truck up to 20”) by weight. Other:  $35/ton District Fee on all MSW and 
C&D destined for disposal (included in Transfer Station tip fee). 

For a copy of the 2022 Annual Report and/or CY2023 Rate Sheet, please call 
the District at 802-388-2333, or e-mail the office at acswmd@acswmd.org. Both 
are also available on the District’s website at www.AddisonCountyRecycles.org.

ANWSD BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETINGS
DECEMBER 2022

The following schedule of the Board of School Directors’ meetings is 
announced for the month of December 2022:
Friday, December 2  7:30 AM Facilities     
  Committee Meeting
 8:00 AM Finance Committee Meeting
  ANWSD Conference Room
Monday, December 12 5:00 PM Finance Committee Meeting
  VUHS Library
 6:00 PM ANWSD Board Meeting
  VUHS Library
Tuesday, December 13  5:15 PM Negotiations Committee
  Meeting w/ANSSA
  VUES Library
Monday, December 19 5:30 PM Negotiations Committee
  Meeting w/ANTA 
  (Closed meeting by mutual agreement)
  VUHS Library
Wednesday, December 21 6:00 PM Community Engagement
  Committee Meeting
  VUHS Library

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY SELECTBOARD
PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO THE TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY’S ORDINANCE

FOR THE REGULATION OF NOISE
 The Middlebury Selectboard will hold a Public Hearing at 8:00 PM on 
Tuesday, December 13, 2022 in the Large Conference Room of the Middlebury 
Town Offices, 77 Main Street, Middlebury, Vermont  05753, and via Zoom 
videoconferencing (instructions below) to take public testimony on a proposed 
amendment to the Town’s Ordinance for the Regulation of Noise as follows 
(language to be added is underlined, and deleted language has a strikethrough):
 ARTICLE II - REGULATION
 SECTION 200 - Prohibitions Generally

No person or persons shall make or continue, or cause to be made or 
continued, any excessive, unnecessary, or unreasonably loud noise or 
disturbance which disturbs, destroys, or endangers the comfort, quiet, repose, 
health, peace or safety of others within the immediate vicinity of the noise or 
disturbance. Although intended as examples only, and not exclusive of other 
acts constituting a violation of this Article, the commission of one or more of 
the following acts, if done in such a manner, shall be deemed a violation of this 
Article:

a. Electronic sound producing devices. The playing or use of an electronic 
sound producing device in such manner or with such volume at unreasonable 
hours. For the purposes of this subsection, the term “electronic sound-producing 
devices” shall include any radio, phonograph, stereo, television set, amplified 
musical instrument, loud speaker, tape, cassette or compact disc recorder or 
any other similar device.  On Sunday through Thursday, the hours between 
10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. shall be deemed unreasonable whenever any person 
shall make complaint of the disturbance during such hours. On Friday, Saturday 
and special holidays (New Year’s Eve and Fourth of July) the hours between 
1:00 a.m. 11:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. shall be deemed unreasonable whenever 
any person shall make complaint of the disturbance during such hours. The 
complaint of the disturbance, if or when confirmed by a Town Police Officer, shall 
also be deemed a violation as well.

 Copies of the full text of the proposed ordinance amendment may be obtained 
at the Town Offices, 77 Main Street or the Ilsley Library, 75 Main Street, during 
regular business hours, and on the Town’s website, www.townofmiddlebury.org.

 If you need special accommodations to attend this meeting, please contact 
the Town Manager’s Office at 458-8000 or kramsay@townofmiddlebury.org as 
early as possible.

To view and participate in the Public Hearing:
 Zoom URL:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82436715397
 By phone:  +1 646 558 8656 (not toll free)

Webinar ID:
824 3671 5397

For those wishing to watch but not participate:
Selectboard Meetings are livestreamed to MCTV’s YouTube channel:

https://www.youtube.com/user/MCTVVermont
and also broadcast live on Comcast Channel 1071.

STATE OF VERMONT
SUPERIOR COURT
BENNINGTON UNIT 
PROBATE DIVISION

DOCKET NO.: 22-PR-00079
IN RE ESTATE OF:

RALPH F. SEVERANCE.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

To the Creditors of Ralph F. 
Severance, late of Bennington, VT 
(previously of Weybridge, VT and 
Rutland, VT). I have been appointed 
to administer this estate. All creditors 
having claims against the decedent, 
or the estate must present their 
claims in writing within (4) months of 
the first publication of this notice. The 
claim must be presented to me at the 
address listed below with a copy sent 
to the court. The claim may be barred 
forever if it is not presented within the 
four (4) month period.
Dated: November 21, 2022

Executor/Administrator:
Linda J. Barrett

822 Lemon Fair Road
Weybridge, VT 05753

802-545-2263
wannab@gmavt.net

Publication: Addison Independent
Publication Date: 11/24/22 & 12/01/22
Vermont Superior Court
Bennington Unit
Probate Division
207 South Street
Bennington, VT 05201

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT

HALLADAY ROAD WASTEWATER PUMP STATION
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed Bids for the construction of the Halladay Road Wastewater Pump 
Station will be received by the Town of Middlebury, Vermont, at the office of the 
Town of Middlebury, 77 Main Street, Middlebury VT 05753, until 11:00 a.m. 
local time on December 22, 2022, at which time the Bids received will be publicly 
opened and read. The Project consists of rehabilitating the Halladay Road 
Wastewater Pump Station. The work generally includes the demolition and 
removal of existing pumps and controls, refurbishment and modifications 
to the existing wet well, new wastewater pumps and controls, electrical, 
mechanical, earthwork, generator, and generator building.

Bids will be received for a single prime Contract. Bids shall be on a lump sum 
and unit price basis, as indicated in the Bid Schedule.

The Issuing Office for the Bidding Documents is: Otter Creek Engineering, 
Inc. Prospective Bidders may examine the Bidding Documents at the Issuing 
Office, 404 East Main St., Middlebury, VT 05753, on Mondays through Fridays 
between the hours of 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., and may obtain copies of the Bidding 
Documents from the Issuing Office as described below. 

Bidding Documents also may be examined at the office of the Town of 
Middlebury, Department of Public Works, 1020 Route 7 South, Middlebury, 
VT 05753, on Mondays through Fridays between the hours of 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m.; and the office of the Engineer, Otter Creek Engineering, Inc., 404 East 
Main Street, Middlebury, VT, on Mondays through Fridays between the hours 
of 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Printed copies of the Bidding Documents may be obtained from the 
Issuing Office, during the hours indicated above, upon payment of $100.00 
for each set. Checks for Bidding Documents shall be payable to Otter Creek 
Engineering, Inc. mailing address: P.O. Box 712, East Middlebury, VT 
05740. Upon request and receipt of the document payment indicated above, 
the Issuing Office will transmit the Bidding Documents. The date that the Bidding 
Documents are transmitted by the Issuing Office will be considered the Bidder’s 
date of receipt of the Bidding Documents. Partial sets of Bidding Documents 
will not be available from the Issuing Office. Neither Owner nor Engineer will 
be responsible for full or partial sets of Bidding Documents, including Addenda, 
if any, obtained from sources other than the Issuing Office. Neither Owner 
nor Engineer will be responsible for issuing Addenda, if any, to parties 
obtaining Bidding Documents from sources other than the Issuing Office.

Electronic copies of Bidding Drawings and Documents will be provided 
to all parties recorded as having officially received the Bidding Documents 
from the Issuing Office, as portable document format (PDF) files, on a 
flash drive.

A pre-bid conference will be held at 2:30 p.m. local time on December 1, 
2022 at the Town of Middlebury Department of Public Works, 1020 Route 
7 South, Middlebury VT 05753. Attendance at the pre-bid conference is highly 
encouraged but is not mandatory.

Bid security shall be furnished in accordance with the Instructions to Bidders.
Owner: Town of Middlebury, Vermont
By: Ms. Kathleen Ramsay
Title: Town Manager
Date: 11/17/2022

TOWN OF SALISBURY
INVITATION TO BID

The Town of Salisbury is accepting bids for the mowing of the Village 
Cemetery (including both sides of the new fence), Holman Cemetery, West 
Salisbury Cemetery (including sumac control on stone wall at back of new 
section), the Town Hall, intersection triangles along with the slope in front of 
the Town Office.  Mowing should be done three times per month.  Bids must 
be submitted by December 10, 2022 to Select Board, PO Box 66, Salisbury, 
VT 05769.  

TRI-TOWN WATER DISTRICT NO. 1
P.O. BOX 85 BRIDPORT, VERMONT 05734-0085

802-758-2202
tritownwater@gmavt.net

The Legal Voters of Tri-Town Water District No. 1, a municipal corporation, 
are hereby warned and noticed to meet at the business office of Tri-Town Water 
District No. 1 at 14 Crown Point Road in Bridport, VT on December 6, 2022 at 
7:00 PM to transact the following business: 
Article 1. To elect the officers for the ensuing year
    a.)  Moderator
    b.)  Clerk
    c.)  Treasurer
Article 2. To hear and act upon reports of the District. 
Article 3. To see if the District will authorize the Board of Water Commissioners 
to borrow money to pay debts and expenses in anticipation of revenue receipts, 
if necessary, for the ensuing year, said money to be paid to its Treasurer.
Article 4. To approve projected budget for the 2022-2023 fiscal year. 
Article 5. To transact any other business thought proper to be done at this time. 
 Tri-Town Water District No. 1
 Mark Pumilgia, Clerk-Treasurer

WARNING
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE

VERGENNES-PANTON WATER DISTRICT, INC.
DECEMBER 13, 2022

The legal voters of VERGENNES-PANTON WATER DISTRICT, INC. are 
hereby notified and warned to meet at the V.P.W.D. office building on Canal 
Street in the City of Vergennes in said District, on the 13th day of December, 
2022 at 7:00 P.M.  in person to transact the following business to wit:
ARTICLE I:  To elect by ballot the following officers:
  (a) a moderator
  (b) a clerk
  (c) a treasurer
ARTICLE II:    To hear and act upon the reports from the officers of the  

VERGENNES-PANTON WATER DISTRICT, INC.
ARTICLE III:   To have presented by the Board of Commissioners of the 

VERGENNES- PANTON WATER DISTRICT, INC. their estimate of expenses 
for the ensuring year and to appropriate such sum as it, the VERGENNES-
PANTON WATER DISTRICT, INC. deems necessary for said expenses 
together with the amount required to pay the balance, if any, left unpaid 
expressing said sum in dollars in its vote.

ARTICLE IV: To establish salaries for the Commissioners and other elected 
officers of the Water District.

ARTICLE V: To see whether the voters of said Water District will authorize its 
Board to borrow money pending receipt of water rents, by issuance of its 
notes or orders payable not later than one(1) year to date.

ARTICLE VI: To transact any other business proper to come before said 
meeting.

 Dated at Vergennes, Vermont, this 10th day  of November, 2022
 Maria L. Brown, Clerk      
                  VERGENNES-PANTON WATER DISTRICT
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LINCOLN — A Ladies Aid 
Industria holiday gathering will be 
held on Wednesday, Dec. 14, from 
1-3 p.m., at Burnham Hall. Don’t 
forget to wear your festive sweater 
or shirt and bring a friend to share 

in the holiday cheer! Please bring 
an inexpensive wrapped gift to be 
placed under the tree. This will be 
a time to mingle with old friends 
and meet some new ones. Delicious 
refreshments will be served. Please 

RSVP to Eleanor at 453-2807 or 
cfmenzer@gmavt.net. All Lincoln 
ladies and friends are welcome.
FROM NANCY MCCLARAN

The mosaic is finally finished! 
We would love for you to come 
celebrate with us on Saturday, Dec. 
3, at 3 p.m., at the entrance of the 
Lincoln Community School. When 
you pull into LCS the outdoor, three-
dimensional mosaic wall is located 
around back at the official entrance 
to the school.

After five years of planning, 
mixing cement, designing and being 
thrilled by the outcome and often 
daunted by each lesson learned, we 
have completed our community 
mosaic. In 2017, we received a grant 
from the Vermont Arts Council to add 
this piece of sculpture to our town. 
So many of you have participated 
in the creation of this project and I 
hope you will come out to share in 
its dedication. We celebrate to honor 
the joy and magic that happens when 
many hands come together to create 
art together side by side.

From the folks at the town clerk’s 
office, the women from the Lincoln 
Church, the children at our school, 
elders and teenagers, firefighters, 
teachers, Zeno Mountain Farm 
community members, artists of 
all walks of life and many, many 

others there have been memorable 
connections made. There is also a 
theme throughout dedicated to those 
whose voices we know by listening 
to nature — the animals, the river, 
mountains, sky and stars that quiet us 
and keep us in awe here in our strong 
and beautiful mountain village. 
They are included and given a voice 
through our creative collaboration.

We’ll share a few stories over 
cookies and hot cider while 
discovering the beauty that has 
become our mosaic. Please come 
and celebrate with us! There will be 
a time to share or just to walk around 
the wall and ask questions.

Churches in the five town area are 
currently working on a live outdoor 
Nativity this Christmas season and 
they are looking for volunteers. 
Speaking and non-speaking roles are 
available as well as support positions 
like helping to dress actors, making 
props, setting up and taking down 
props/sets. If you are interested in 
joining and are available on the 
afternoon of Sunday, Dec. 11, please 
contact Erin at ebent@gmavt.net. 

Until next time … It Doesn’t 
Matter How Slowly You Go, As 
Long As You Don’t Stop. Clear Your 
Mind Of I Can’t. We Can’t Change 
The Cards We Are Dealt, Just How 
We Play The Hand.

NEWS

Lincoln Have a news tip?
Call Dawn Mikkelsen at 453-7029

MARKET REPORT
ADDISON COUNTY

COMMISSION SALES
RT. 125 • EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT

Sales for 11/23/22 & 11/28/22
  COST
BEEF LBS. /LB $
K. Howlett 1830 .91 $1665.30
Gosliga Farm 1625 .90 $1462.50
Blue Spruce Farm 1835 .88 $1614.80
Wilcon Farm 1560 .87 $1357.20
Woodnotch Farm 1870 .85 $1589.50
Monument Farms 1755 .80 $1404.00
Nop Bro. & Sons 1555 .80 $1244.00
  COST 
CALVES LBS. /LB $
L. Garvey 103 3.10 $337.90
Conants Riverside 97 3.10 $300.70
H. Sunderland  104 3.00 $312.00
Quarry Rd Farm 114 3.00 $342.00
A. Brisson 105 2.90 $304.50

Total Beef - 132 Total Calves - 273
We value our faithful customers.

Sales at 3 pm - Mon. & Thurs.
call 1-802-388-2661

Addison County Courthouse (2)
Addison County Solid Waste 

Management District (1)
Addison Northwest School District (1)

Middlebury (2)
Monkton (1)
Orwell (1)

Salisbury (1)
Tri-Town Water (1)

Vergennes Panton Water District (1)

You can reach us at
news@addisonindependent.com

email us:

TOWN OF MONKTON, VT
NOTICE OF PROPOSED SALE

Notice is hereby given of the proposed sale by the Town of Monkton, Vermont 
of real estate parcel number 13.101.069.00E in the Town of Monkton, The Town 
acquired the property from Robert Ellenwood von Bruns, Jr. in September 2022. 
The property is the old Russel Memorial Library Building on a 0.06+ acres lot 
located at 4333 State Prison Hollow Road. The property was listed with Green 
Tree Real Estate and three offers were received. The offers were discussed by 
the Monkton Selectboard at a regularly scheduled meeting on November 22, 
2022 at the Monkton Town Office. The Selectboard selected the offer made by 
Robert Wahl of Monkton in the amount of $75,000.

Unless a petition for a Special Town Meeting is filed within 30 days of this 
Notice pursuant to 24 V.S.A. § 1061, then the Town will convey the property to 
Robert Wahl on or about January 27, 2022. The property will be sold as-is and 
conveyed via Quit Claim Deed with no warranties made by the Town.

For more information please contact Stan Wilbur, Town Administrator at (802) 
453-3828 or e-mail at townadministrator@monktonvt.com.
 Town of Monkton Selectboard
 Posted December 1, 2022

HEARING NOTICE
TOWN OF ORWELL

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD
The Orwell Development Review Board will meet in person on Wednesday, 

December 21st, 2022 at 7:00pm at the Orwell Town Clerk’s Office located at 436 
Main Street, Orwell, VT, by Zoom at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87159590685 
or by phone 1-929-205-6099 (use meeting ID: #871 5959 0685) to conduct the 
following business:

1. Permit #11-47-22:  Addison County Communications Union 
District/Maple Broadband/Edward C & Paula J Barnes for a 
Conditional Use Permit to provide high speed fiber optic service to 
residents in Orwell located at 613 Route 73, Orwell, VT  05760.

2. Permit #11-50-22:  James C. Robinson/Dragonfly Carriage 
Services, LLC Conditional Use Permit for an Equine Carriage 
Service based at home property located at 27 Shoreham Depot 
Road, Orwell, VT  05760.

3. Permit #11-53-22: Stephanie Corey/Adirmont Lodge, LLC 
Conditional Use Permit for rental use for Airbnb (Lodging) located at 
22 Martin Hill Road, Orwell, VT 05760

Information pertaining to this matter may be viewed M, T, Th & Fr. 9:30-12:00 
and 1:00-3:30 at the Orwell Town Clerk’s Office located at 436 Main Street, 
Orwell, VT.
 Joseph Andriano, Chair
 Orwell Development Review Board
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Broadway Direct taps 17 years in Vergennes
raving Broadway? Skip the long drive 
and dicey roads down to New York 
City, and instead pop up to our very 
own Little City to see the 17th annual 
Broadway Direct at the Vergennes 
Opera House. A spectacular lineup 
of performers will take the stage on 
Friday, Dec. 9, at 7:30 p.m., to perform 

musical numbers 
from “Guys and 
Dolls,” “Ragtime,” 
“Hairspray” and a 

special tribute to Stephen Sondheim.

“Broadway Direct is truly an annual favorite, 
hands down,” said Gerianne Smart, president 
of the Friends of the Vergennes Opera House. 

“We all look forward to this show and to 
introducing both familiar and new talent to the 
Vergennes-wide community.”

This year’s show will feature the originator 
of Broadway Direct, Bill Carmichael, and 
returning pro Elisa Van Duyne. New to the 
Vergennes Opera House stage will be New 
York City pros David L. Murray Jr. (most 
recently seen locally in St. Michael’s Playhouse 
summer performance of “The Mountaintop”) 
and Madison Claire Parks (seen locally in the 
St. Michael’s Playhouse summer performance 
of “Desperate Measures”).

As in years past, local high school talent will 
join the professionals on stage. This year Lily 

Roberts, a senior at Mount Abraham Union 
High School, returns to the VOH stage after 
playing the title role in the Bristol school’s 
production of “Hello Dolly!” She will be joined 
by Middlebury Union High School junior 
Asa Baker-Rouse, who is fresh from playing 
Professor Harold Hill in the school’s production 
of “Music Man.”

All the performers will be accompanied by the 
talented Scott Nicholas on piano.

“This year’s ensemble is very strong,” said 
Carmichael. “We’re very excited to welcome 
two new faces to the Vergennes Opera House 
stage with David L. Murray Jr. and Madison 

C
ELSIE
 LYNN PARINI

BY

Real Estate Music Exhibits Entertainment Theater Feature Interviews

ARTS+LEISURE
December 1, 2022The Addison Independent

Elisa Van Duyne (left), Asa Baker-Rouse (center) and Lily Roberts (right) rehearse for the 17th annual Broadway Direct performance coming up on Dec. 9, 7:30 p.m., at the 
Vergennes Opera House. PHOTO COURTESY OF VERGENNES OPERA HOUSE

SEE VOH ON PAGE 14
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DEBORAH HOLMES ARTDEBORAH HOLMES DEBORAH HOLMES 
WATERCOLORSWATERCOLORS

D E B O R A H H O L M E SA RT.CO M

HOLIDAY
OPEN HOUSE

WINTER UNDER CULTIVATION, IS AS ARABLE AS SPRING

- Emily Dickenson

Open Saturdays 10-4,
December 10, 17, & 24 too

at
24 Garfield St., Bristol, VT

December 3 & 4, 2022
Saturday & Sunday

10am to 4 pm

New watercolors, prints, 
calendars, cards & ornaments!

Refreshments!

802.453.8511
deborahholmesart@gmail.com

Please come to a

SPONSORED BY

HALLELUJAH: 
LEONARD COHEN, 

A JOURNEY, A SONG

THURSDAY, DEC 8
7PM TOWN HALL THEATER

GET SERIES PASSES, 
TICKETS & TRAILERS

middfilmfest.org
NEXT MONTH
TONI 
MORRISON: 
THE PIECES 
I AM
JAN 8, 2PM

Northern Daughters opens Solace

What do you turn to? This is the question 
that Northern Daughters asked eight 
artists to explore while creating work 
for NoDa’s winter exhibit, Solace. Anne 
Cady, Bonnie Baird, Jessica Parker Foley, 
Chelsea Granger, Julia Jensen, Hannah 
Sessions, Pamela Smith, and Carla 
Weeks mused and created a stunning 
body of work that invites you to take 
comfort, dig in, and feel.

“This exhibit was conceived to honor 
all of the ways that art supports us as 
human beings — its capacity to be 
present when emotions are so big they 
need a companion who understands 
and off ers wordless support,” said gallery 
owner Sophie Pickens. “The world is 
complicated and its beauty and terror 
alike can overwhelm. Living with artwork 
helps me stay in awe of the beauty and 
mystery every day.”

“When you need a 
little extra protection, 
when you want to remember how to 
stand your ground, when the world is 
stunning, when you’re overwhelmed 
by the immensity of life or the love for 
your people or are fearing for those 
you care for — what do you turn to? For 
us it’s often each other and art — and 
my feeling is that art can provide us all 
with an outlet, a refuge or at least some 
solace. Art can be a place to go and 
feel and explore or escape or return to,” 
added gallerist Justine Jackson.

This show introduces three artists new 
to Northern Daughters, Jessica Parker 
Foley, Chelsea Granger and Carla 
Weeks.

Jessica Parker Foley is an artist based 

ARTO N  E X H I B I T

SEE SOLACE ON PAGE 11

JESSICA PARKER FOLEY

CHELSEA GRANGER



Addison Independent | ARTS+LEISURE | Thursday, December 1, 2022 — PAGE 3

802-443-MIDD (6433)  •  go.middlebury.edu/pas

Jupiter String Quartet 
Jasper String Quartet
Friday, December 2  n  7:30 pm 
Mahaney Arts Center, Robison Hall; or stream from home
$25/20/15/10/5

Manual Cinema: 
A Christmas Carol
December 9–11  n  Free 
Stream from home

Thursday–Sunday through January 1, 2023
 5–8 p.m.

$15 for adults | $10 for children (3–17) 
Free for children under 3

For tickets visit: 
shelburnemuseum.org/winterlights

THANK YOU WINTER LIGHTS SPONSORS!

Winter Solstice mini-fest features Matt 
Flinner & Low Lily at Town Hall Theater

Grammy-nominated 
bluegrass 
mandolinist Matt 
Flinner again teams 
up with award-
winning American 
Roots band Low 
Lily to celebrate 
the Winter Solstice. 
The event takes 
place at the Town 
Hall Theater in 
Middlebury, on Friday, 
Dec. 9, at 7 p.m.

This high-energy show features 
instrumentals alongside impeccably 
arranged songs to celebrate the season. 
Between them, the musicians play 
mandolins, guitars, fi ddle, banjo, double 
bass, and sing in three- and four-part 
vocal harmonies. 

Mandolinist Matt Flinner has made a 
career out of playing acoustic music 
in new ways. Whether it’s with his own 
Matt Flinner Trio or with Phillips, Grier 
and Flinner, the Frank Vignola Quartet, 
Darrell Scott, Steve Martin, Robbie Fulks, 
the Ying Quartet, Leftover Salmon or 
the Modern Mandolin Quartet, Flinner’s 
style and compositional ability have 
established him as one of the most 
accomplished and musically diverse 
mandolinists in the world. The Jazz Times 
dubs him “the most exciting and creative 
mandolin player on the scene today.”

Low Lily has crafted a signature sound 
which they have shared with enthusiastic 
audiences throughout North America 
and the UK, garnering two No. 1 songs 
on international folk radio and two 
Independent Music Award wins. In the 
past six years, the band released a full-
length album with 2X award-winning 
title track “10,000 Days Like These”, and 
their original song “Hope Lingers On,” 
which has been sung by choirs around 
the world as an anthem for peace and 
justice. This show marks the debut New 
England tour of the newest Low Lily band 
member, fi ddler/singer Natalie Padilla 
(Peter Rowan, Elephant Revival).

Maine-based player Steve Roy will 
accompany the show on double bass.

Tickets are $20 and available at 
townhalltheater.org, by calling 802-382-
9222, or stop by the box offi  ce Monday-
Friday, 12-5 p.m.

CELEBRATE THE SEASON WITH 
‘A CELTIC CHRISTMAS’ IN BRANDON
Bristol-based collaborators and partners Seamus Egan 
& Moira Smiley, will take the stage together for an 

intimate, acoustic, one-night only performance 
at Barn Opera in Brandon on Dec. 4. The duo will 
present “A Celtic Christmas Unplugged” at 3:30 
and 7:30 p.m. on Sunday.

Tickets to Sunday’s performances in Brandon are 
$40 and available at barnopera.com. Find more at 

seamuseganproject.com or moirasmiley.com.

MUSIC
U P C O M I N G tunesmore

Matt Flinner (left) and Low Lily will perform a Winter Solstice concert on 
Friday, Dec. 9, 7 p.m., at Town Hall Theater in Middlebury.
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TOWN HALL THEATER’S 

HOLIDAY SEASON

Dec 7 @ 7:30 pm
Tickets $ 10

Dec 10 @ 1 pm
Tickets $24

Dec 8 @7pm

 Opening Reception Dec. 9 from 5-7pm

Dec. 9 @ 7pm 
Tickets $20

Dec 17 @ 7 pm
Tickets $25

Dec 31 @ 7pm

Dec 11 @ 2 pm
Tickets $10

Middlebury College’s
The Dissipated Eight

METOpera HD Presents

MNFF Selects Presents

Hallelujah: Leonard Cohen: 

Fun Home is coming to THT
This January

Jackson Gallery Exhibit
We’re All At a Party Called 
Life on Earth!

Low Lily

Winter Solstice Mini-fest

Join us for a concert from Middlebury 
College’s oldest a cappella group. 

This powerful story follows three women 
from different era who each grapple 
with their inner demons and their roles in 
society.

Definitive exploration of singer/song-
writer Leonard Cohen as seen through 
his internationally renowned hymn.

An art installation by Frobertan – Brandon 
artists Fran Bull and Robert Black. Colorful 
painted sculptures celebrating humanity, 
harmony, and diversity.

Award-winning American roots band Low 
Lily teams up with Grammy nominated 
bluegrass mandolinist Matt Flinner.

Joined by Tyler Bolles for an intimate 
show of holiday heartbreak and holiday 
cheer.

Grab the kids, wear your pjs and come 
watch a classic at THT. Build your own hot 
cocoa bar!

Sponsored by

Kat Wright & Brett Hughes

The Polar Express

Follow us on IG @thtmidd and FB @townhalltheatervt.

Tickets:
townhalltheater.org  

802-382-9222

68 S Pleasant St, Middlebury, VT 05753

Sponsored by

Keep your eyes peeled for more 
information on this event that is sure 
to be fun for the whole family!

New Year’s Eve at THT
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ARIES: March 21/April 20. Someone thinks you 
are up to a challenge this week, Aries. Dive right 
in and prove them correct. There’s much you’ll 
get done, but leave 
some time for leisure.

TAURUS: April 21/May 
21. There’s not much 
you can’t accomplish 
these next several days, 
Taurus. The key will be 
knowing just where to 
pull back so that you 
can do each job well.

GEMINI: May 22/
June 21. Think before 
committing to a project 
that is expected to take 
a long time, Gemini. 
While you may have 
a lot of free time right 
now, that may not be 
the case in a few weeks.

CANCER: June 22/
July 22. Cancer, health 
concerns may come to 
the forefront this week, 
whether it pertains 
you or someone close 
to you. Empty your 
schedule so you can 
devote the utmost 
attention.

LEO: July 23/Aug. 23. 
Leo, despite many 
looming deadlines, you 
are surprisingly relaxed 
about all the things you 
need to accomplish. 
Maybe that is because 
you have a lot of help.

VIRGO: Aug. 24/Sept. 
22. Some unexpected 
time off  has dropped into your lap, Virgo. Figure 
out if a small vacation or weekend getaway 
might be just what you need right now. Then 
make it happen.

LIBRA: Sept. 23/Oct. 23. A career change could 
be on the horizon, Libra. Do your research 
before you take the full plunge into new waters. 

Maybe test things out 
before making a fi rm 
commitment.

SCORPIO: Oct. 
24/Nov. 22. Home 
improvements could be 
coming soon, Scorpio. 
They’ll interfere with 
your daily schedule for 
a bit, but the results 
will be well worth any 
disruption.

SAGITTARIUS: 
Nov. 23/Dec. 21. Your 
hospitable nature is a 
perfect match for the 
entertaining you will 
be doing this week, 
Sagittarius. Expect a 
houseful of people on 
one or more days.

CAPRICORN: Dec. 
22/Jan. 20. Spending 
certainly is up during 
the holiday season, but 
you may need to keep 
a closer eye on what 
is going on with your 
fi nances, Capricorn. 
Don’t lose sight of your 
budget.

AQUARIUS: Jan. 21/
Feb. 18. A few interesting 
possibilities may come 
across your desk, 
Aquarius. Look at them 
with a critical eye and 
get a second opinion 
before moving forward.

PISCES: Feb. 19/March 20. Too many things 
seem like a priority right now, Pisces. You need 
to weed through all of your responsibilities and 
tackle the most urgent.

Cosmic ForecastCosmic Forecast

OPEN: M-F 10-5 and Saturday 9:30-4

260 Court Street, Middlebury, Vt. 05753
802-388-3559   www.middleburysewnvac.com

3rd
Week

before Christmas Sale

Sale 12/4- 12/10

Get the house 
ready for holiday 
guests with the 

Miele Homecare 
Classic C1 vacuum.

Wreaths & 
Pointsettias 

are here!

We’re Ready 
to Help You 

Celebrate 
the Holiday 

Season!

Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30, Sat. 10-2  • Rt. 7 So., Middlebury
388-2800 •  www.middleburyfloralandgifts.com

Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30, Sat. 10-2  • Rt. 7 So., Middlebury

BRISTOL • VT453-7799

Tues-Thurs 11am-5pm
Fri 11-7pm, Sat 10am-5pm
Sun 11-3pm • Closed Mon

Now open
till 7 on Fridays!

DEC. 1 — Janelle Monae, actor, singer-
songwriter (37)
DEC. 2 — Ann Patchett, novelist (59)
DEC. 3 — Jean-Luc Godard, fi lmmaker (d)
DEC. 4 — Jay-Z, Hip-Hop artist (53)

DEC. 5 — Margaret Cho, actor & comedian (54)
DEC. 6 — Ira Gershwin, lyricist (d)
DEC. 7 — Tom Waits, musician, composer & 
songwriter (83)

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

ART
O N  E X H I B I T

BRANDON ARTISTS GUILD
7 Center St, Brandon
Visit brandonartistsguild.org or call 802-247-4956 
for more info.

“2022 Holiday Show,” showcases fi nely crafted 
original artworks by more than 30 Vermont artists. 
Joining BAG this season are Ashley Wolff , Catherine 
Palmer and Judith Reilly. On view Nov. 11-Jan. 29.

SHELDON MUSEUM
1 Park Street, Middlebury
For more info visit henrysheldonmuseum.org

“Artists in the Archives: Community, History & 
Collage.” Artists from Canada, Denmark, Ireland, 
Poland, Scotland, Ukraine, and several US states 
created collages to explore how the archival 
material expresses an aspect of a community. On 
view Sept. 2 through Jan. 7, 2023.

SPARROW ART SUPPLY
52 Main Street, Middlebury
Visit sparrowartsupply.com or call 802-989-7225 
for more info.

“A Merry Little Market,” a maker market featuring 
creations by over 40 local artisans. The gallery is 
decked with all sorts of truly unique gifts, from fi ne 
artwork to pottery to candles to fused glass and 
more. With a tree full of hand-crafted ornaments, 
this show is guaranteed to get you in the holly jolly 
spirit. On view Nov. 18-Jan. 14. 

“Defi ne ‘Small,’” 
Edgewater Gallery’s 
annual small works 
show on view now 
through Dec. 31 at 
Edgewater Gallery 
at the Falls, 1 Mill 
Street, and Edgewater 
Gallery on the Green, 
6 Merchants Row in 
Middlebury.

Small in dimension does not mean small in content, 
signifi cance, or beauty. Small works require that 
the artists make important decisions about subject 
matter, composition, and color. The results make for 
dynamic, impactful work that is accessible.

EDGEWATER GALLERIES SHOW 
SMALL WORKS FOR THE HOLIDAYS

SEE SMALL ON PAGE 7
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MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY TELEVISION:

P.O. Box 785, Middlebury, Vt. 05753MCTV SCHEDULE Channels 1071 & 1091
Please see the MCTV website, www.middleburycommunitytv.org, for changes 
in the schedule; MCTV events, classes and news; and to view many programs 

online. Submit listings to the above address, or call 388-3062.

MCTV Channel 1071
Friday, December 2
Public Affairs - Through the Night 
6:03 a.m. Senior Solutions Update
6:30 a.m.  Recycling 101
7:30 a.m. Congregational Church Service
10 a.m. Selectboard, Press Conferences
1:30 p.m. Healing from the Trauma of THC
4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Church Service
5:30 p.m. Energy Week
6:30 p.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
7:25 p.m.  Dr. John Campbell
8 p.m. Healing from THC Trauma
9:26 p.m. Dr. Moore Cox - The Nursing 

Crisis
10:30 p.m. Medicare for All (2019) with 
Marvin Malek, MD, MPH
Saturday, December 3
Public Affairs - Through the Night
4 a.m. VICII -The Case of Julian 

Assange
5 a.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
6 a.m. While We were Sleeping - David 

Zuckerman
7:02 a.m. Medicare for All (2019) 
8:04 a.m. Recycling 101
9:02 a.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
10 a.m. Selectboard, Recycling 101, 

Public Affairs
4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Service
5:30 p.m. Eckankar
6 p.m. Energy Week
7 p.m. Catholic Mass
7:30 p.m.  Senator Bernie Sanders with 

Finland’s Ambassador
9 p.m. Medicare for All (2019) 
10:02 p.m. Howard Dean at the Sheldon 

11:30 p.m. Senior Solutions 
Sunday, December 4
Public Affairs - Through the Night
5 a.m. Governor’s Press Conference
6 a.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
7:30 p.m. Howard Dean at the Sheldon 
9 a.m. Catholic Mass
10 a.m. Energy Week
11 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
12:30 p.m. Recycling 101
1:28 p.m. The Nursing Crisis
3 p.m. Addiction Recovery Channel
4 p.m. Congregational Service
6:30 p.m. Eckankar
7:00 p.m. Catholic Mass
07:30 p.m.  Recycling 101
8:30 p.m. Medicare for All (2019)
9:32 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs 
Monday, December 5
Public Affairs - Through the Night
8 a.m. Press Conference
9 a.m. Energy Week
10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
3:30 p.m. Senior Solutions
4 p.m. Recycling 101
5 p.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
6 p.m.  Governor’s Update, Central VT 

Public Safety Authority
7:31 p.m. Sen. Sanders with Finland’s 

Ambassador
9 p.m. Medicare for All (2019) 
10:02 p.m. Howard Dean at the Sheldon 
Tuesday, December 6
 Public Affairs - Through the Night
4 a.m. Central VT Public Safety 
5 a.m. Energy Week
6 a.m. Recycling 101

7 a.m. Post-Election Press Conf.
9:30 a.m. Eckankar
10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
4 p.m. Congregational Service
5:30 p.m. Energy Week
7 p.m. Selectboard
10 p.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
Wednesday, December 7
 Public Affairs - Through the Night
6:30 a.m. Energy Week
7:30 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
9:30 a.m. Catholic Mass
10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
2:30 p.m. Medicare for All (2019)
4:03 p.m. Recycling 101
5:01 p.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
6 p.m. Energy Week
7 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
Thursday, December 8
Public Affairs - Through the Night
5 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
8 a.m. Congregational Service
12 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
7 p.m. Recycling 101
8 p.m. Energy Week
9 p.m. Eckankar
9:30 p.m. Medicare for All (2019)
11:03 p.m. Press Conference

MCTV Channel 1091 
Friday, December 2
5 a.m. Tiny House Tour and Discussion
6:07 a.m. GMALL Lecture - Get Outside
8 a.m. Medical Matters Weekly - 

Psychology of Eating
9:10 a.m. Finding Endurance - Charles 

Shackleton
10:01 a.m. Tiny House Tour 
11:08 a.m. State Board of Education
2:03 p.m. Local School Board Meeting
4:30 p.m. Psychology of Eating
5:40 p.m. Finding Endurance 
6:31 p.m. Tiny House 
7:38 p.m. The World Fusion Show
8:08 p.m. GMALL Lecture
9:30 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
10:30 p.m. Book Talk - Roadside Ecology 
Saturday, December 3
4:30 a.m. The World Fusion Show
5 a.m. Medical Matters Weekly
6 a.m. Vermont Youth Orchestra (VYO)- 

Orchestra Palooza 
7:31 a.m. Mighty Yoga Hannover - 

Beginner Flow Class
7:50 a.m. Yoga
9:02 a.m. School Board Meetings
4 p.m. Medical Matters Weekly
4:30 p.m.  The World Fusion Show
5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ 
6 p.m. VYO - East Meets West
7:13 p.m. VYO - Something Suite 
8 p.m. Snowflake Bentley  
9 p.m. Tiny House Tour 
10:07 p.m. Dr. John Campbell 
Sunday, December 4
5 a.m. All Things LGTQ
6 a.m. Mighty Yoga Hannover 
6:21 a.m. Yoga
9 a.m. VYO - Orchestra Palooza 
12 p.m. School Board Meeting
5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ 
6 p.m. VYO - Orchestra Palooza 
7:31 p.m. VYO - Something Suite 

Monday, December 5
5 a.m. VYO
6:30 a.m. School Board Meetings 
12 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
1 p.m. Festival On the Green
4 p.m. Artists and Authors
8 p.m. Vermont Youth Orchestra
9:30 p.m. Medical Matters Weekly 
Tuesday, December 6
5 a.m. VYO
6:30 a.m. School Board Meetings 
12 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
1 p.m. Festival On the Green
4 p.m. Artists and Authors
8 p.m. VYO
9:30 p.m.  Medical Matters Weekly
Wednesday, December 7
6:30 a.m. Artists and Authors
7:34 a.m. Kid’s Yoga, Yoga
9 a.m. Festival On the Green
12 p.m. School Board Meetings
4 p.m. Kid’s Yoga, Yoga
5:30 p.m. Raw Food Chef Elcin Oflaz
6 p.m. VYO
8 p.m. Artists and Authors
9:30 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
10:30 p.m. All Brains Belong VT 
Thursday, December 8
5 a.m. Elcin Oflaz
7 a.m. Yoga
8 a.m. School Board Meetings
3:30 p.m. Artists and Authors
5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ 
6 p.m. Festival On the Green
8 p.m. VYO

CALENDAR
THURSDAY, DEC. 1
“THE MOORS” ON STAGE IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, Dec. 1, 7:30 
p.m., Wright Theatre, Chateau Rd. 
Middlebury College Department 

of Theater presents this dark comedy about love, 
desperation and visibility. Two sisters and a dog live 
out their lives on the bleak English moors, dreaming of 
love and power. The arrival of a hapless governess and 
a moor-hen set all three on a strange and dangerous 
path. Tickets $15/10/8/5, available at middlebury.edu/
events/event/moors. Open to the public.

“HALF OF A YELLOW SUN” FILM DISCUSSION IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, Dec. 1, 6:30-7:30 p.m., Ilsley 
Public Library, 75 Main St. or Zoom. Watch the movie on 
Kanopy then join the Middlebury Community Classic 
Film Club to discuss this story set in 1960’s Nigeria, 
where two sisters travel on different roads in their lives 
but end up working to help create a new republic in the 
midst of civil war. More info at ilsleypubliclibrary.org/
middlebury-community-classic-films-club.

FRIDAY, DEC. 2
ART OPENING IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, Dec. 2, 4-7 p.m., 
PhotoPlace, 3 Park St. Opening reception for “The Poetry 
of the Ordinary,” on display Nov. 30-Dec. 22.

FAMILY CONTRA DANCE IN VERGENNES. Friday, Dec. 
2, 6:30 p.m., Vergennes Opera House, 120 Main St. Music 
by Atlantic Crossing, calling by Luke Donforth All dances 
will be taught. No experience necessary. Suggested 

donation of $10/person $20/family.

JUPITER STRING QUARTET AND JASPER STRING 
QUARTET IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, Dec. 2, 7:30 p.m., 
Robison Hall, Mahaney Arts Center, 72 Porter Field 
Rd. A collaborative concert by an exceptionally close 
group of musicians concludes MAC’s “year of the cello” 
celebration. Bask in the full sound of a string octet 
in the impeccable acoustics of Robison Hall. Tickets 
$25/20/10/5; streaming tickets $15/5. More info at 
middlebury.edu/events/event/jupiter-quartet-and-
jasper-quartet.

WARREN MILLER’S “DAYMAKER” IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Friday, Dec. 2, 7:30 p.m., Town Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant 
St. Middlebury. Tap into your inner snow season stoke 
this season with “Daymaker.” Free your mind and 
leave it all behind as we rewrite the rules of adaptive 
backcountry riding, hit winter’s biggest party and 
surprise a superfan. Featuring Karl Fostvedt, Michelle 
Parker, Katie Burrell and more. Tickets $23/$25 day of 
show/$38 VIP available at townhalltheater.org.

“THE MOORS” ON STAGE IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, 
Dec. 2, 7:30 p.m., Wright Theatre, Chateau Rd. See Dec. 
1 listing.

MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE FALL DANCE SHOW IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Friday, Dec. 2, 7:30 p.m., Mahaney Arts 
Center Dance Theatre, 72 Porter Field Rd. Join emerging 
choreographers from Christal Brown’s 360 Intermediate 
Advanced Class and New Performers work by Meshi 
Chavez for an evening of investigation and embodiment. 
Tickets $15/10/8/5 or $7 streaming ticket available at 

middlebury.edu/events. Open to the public.

MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY WIND ENSEMBLE 
CONCERT IN BRISTOL. Friday, Dec. 2, 7:30 p.m., Mount 
Abraham Union Middle and High School, 220 Airport 
Dr. Conductor Jerome Shedd will present works by 
American band composers John O’Reilly and Ed 
Huckeby, and the great band classic Folk Song Suite by 
Ralph Vaughan Williams. Soprano Gwendolyn Delgadillo 
will sing two early songs by Richard Strauss, and 
Christopher Foster will play the trumpet solo in a salute 
to Harry James. The program will conclude with the final 
two sections of “Pictures at an Exhibition,” including the 
“Great Gate at Kyiv,” in recognition of the suffering of the 
Ukrainian people. Free, no tickets required.

SATURDAY, DEC. 3
THE NUTCRACKER SCREENING IN BRANDON. 
Saturday, Dec. 3, noon, Barn Opera, 1321 Pearl St. Come 
to this family-friendly screening of this holiday classic. 
Cocoa and cookies provided. $5 suggested donation 
at the door (only 100 spaces available) Doors open at 11 
a.m. More info at barnopera.com. 

“THE MOORS” ON STAGE IN MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, 
Dec. 3, 7:30 p.m., Wright Theatre, Chateau Rd. See Dec. 
1 listing.

MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE FALL DANCE SHOW IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, Dec. 3, 7:30 p.m., Mahaney 
Arts Center Dance Theatre, 72 Porter Field Rd. See 
Dec. 2 listing.

D E C .  1 - 1 0

2 0 2 2

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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SUNDAY, DEC. 4
MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE COMMUNITY CHORUS IN 

MIDDLEBURY. Sunday, Dec. 4, 3 p.m., Robison Hall, 
Mahaney Arts Center, 72 Porter Field Rd. Vaccinations 
and boosters (or valid medical or religious exemptions) 
required. Masks optional (but welcome!) except under 
certain conditions. Free and open to the public.

SEAMUS EGAN PROJECT “A CELTIC CHRISTMAS” IN 

BRANDON. Sunday, Dec. 4, 3:30 and 7:30 p.m., Barn 
Opera, 1321 Pearl St. Start your holiday season with 
influential and award-winning Irish musician Seamus 
Egan and special guest Moira Smiley. Limited seating. 
Tickets $40, available at barnopera.com/tickets.

TUESDAY, DEC. 6
“THE MINISTRY FOR THE FUTURE” BOOK DISCUSSION 

IN MIDDLEBURY. Tuesday, Dec. 6, 7 p.m., Champlain 
Valley Unitarian Universalist Society, 2 Duane Ct. Come 
discuss Kim Stanley Robinson’s acclaimed novel 
“The Ministry for the Future.” Facilitated by John Elder, 
emeritus professor of English and Environmental Studies. 
Register at tinyurl.com/CEAC-Ministry-of-future.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 7
“THE NEW HISTORY OF WATERGATE” IN MIDDLEBURY. 

Wednesday, Dec. 7, 7 p.m., Ilsley Public Library, 75 Main 
St. Fifty years after five burglars were caught inside 
the Watergate offices of the Democratic National 
Committee, the scandal that brought down Richard 
Nixon’s presidency continues to reverberate in modern 
American politics. Journalist Garrett M. Graff, author of 
“Watergate: A New History,” discusses how Watergate 
shaped modern Washington, and how the events of 
1971-1974 are stranger, wilder, and weirder than our 
popular memory.

MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY WIND ENSEMBLE WINTER 

CONCERT IN MIDDLEBURY. Wednesday, Dec. 7, 7:30 
p.m., Robison Hall, Mahaney Arts Center, 72 Porter Field 
Rd. Come hear some Harry James, Modest Mussorgsky, 
Ralph Vaughn Williams and other great music. Jerome 
Shedd, conducting. Free and open to the public.

MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY WIND ENSEMBLE 

CONCERT IN MIDDLEBURY. Wednesday, Dec. 7, 7:30 
p.m., Mahaney Arts Center, 72 Porter Field Rd. Conductor 
Free, no tickets required. See Dec. 2 listing.

THURSDAY, DEC. 8
HALLELUJAH: LEONARD COHEN, A JOURNEY, A SONG 

ON SCREEN IN MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, Dec. 8, 7 
p.m., Town Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. Part of the 
2022-2023 MNFF Selects series, this film is a definitive 

exploration of singer-songwriter Leonard Cohen as 
seen through the prism of his internationally renowned 
hymn, “Hallelujah,” weaving together the songwriter 
and his times; the song’s dramatic journey from record 
label reject to chart-topping hit; and moving testimonies 
from major recording artists for whom “Hallelujah” has 
become a personal touchstone. Tickets $14 in advance/ 
$16 walk-up/$90 for all seven films, available at 
townhalltheater.org.

FRIDAY, DEC. 9
WINTER SOLSTICE MINI-FEST WITH LOW LILY AND 

MATT FLINNER IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, Dec. 9, 7 p.m., 
Town Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. Award-winning 
American roots band Low Lily teams up with Grammy 
nominated bluegrass mandolinist Matt Flinner, and with 
the addition of Steve Roy on the double bass. Tickets 
$20, available at townhallthater.org.

BROADWAY DIRECT IN VERGENNES. Friday, Dec. 9, 
7:30 p.m., Vergennes Opera House, 120 Main St. Local 
resident Bill (Walsh) Carmichael has called on his 
Broadway professional friends to help produce this 
exceptional show. Tickets $20, general seating/$10 
student, available at vergennesoperahouse.org. Doors 
and cash bar open at 6:30 p.m.

MANUAL CINEMA: “A CHRISTMAS CAROL” IN 

MIDDLEBURY. Friday, Dec. 9, 7:30 p.m., Virtual 
Middlebury. Free. Register at middlebury.
universitytickets.com. See story to the right.

“KRAMPUSNACHT — STORIES OF LIGHT AND DARK 

FOR THE WINTER SOLSTICE” IN ROCHESTER. Friday, 
Dec. 9, 7:30 p.m., 185 Brandon Mountain Rd. An eclectic 
mix of original material and seasonal traditions from 
around the world, the show will be presided over by 
Krampus himself, the dark companion of St. Nicholas 
who punishes naughty children in European folklore. 
This show celebrates the dual nature of the season — 
reflecting on both the longest night of the year as well 
as the hope of brighter days to come. Suitable for any 
age with parental discretion, but contains scary and 
adult themes. Bonfires, fire spinners, and complimentary 
treats. Stay and enjoy the fire after the show. Bring chairs 
and dress in warm layers. Tickets $15, available at the 
door and baldmountaintickets.ludus.com/index.php. 
More info at baldmountaintheater.org.

SATURDAY, DEC. 10
FAMILY HOLIDAY GIFT CARD WORKSHOP IN 

MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, Dec 10, 10 a.m.-1 p.m., 
Middlebury Studio School at the Marble Works, 63 
Maple St., 8A. Drop in to the Marble Works studio to 
enjoy a cup of hot chocolate and create and decorate 

Manual Cinema 
reinvents “A Christmas 
Carol” Dec. 9-11
Following up on their smash 2019 
presentation at Middlebury, the 
interdisciplinary performance collective 
Manual Cinema takes on Charles Dickens’s 
holiday classic “A Christmas Carol” with a 
visually inventive adaptation made for the 
screen. This production draws on hundreds 
of paper puppets, miniatures, silhouettes, 
and an original score to create an imaginative 
reinvention of a cherished holiday tradition.

The Middlebury Performing Arts Series will 
present this streaming-only event Dec. 9-11, 
with free streaming tickets available to all. 
Watch from home and create your own 
holiday memories.

In this version, avowed holiday skeptic Aunt 
Trudy has been recruited to channel her 
late husband Joe’s famous Christmas cheer. 
From the isolation of her studio apartment, 
she reconstructs his annual Christmas Carol 
puppet show — over a Zoom call, while 
the family celebrates Christmas Eve under 
lockdown. But as Trudy becomes more 
absorbed in her own version of the story, 
the puppets take on a life of their own, and 
the family’s call transforms into a stunning 
cinematic adaptation of Dickens’s classic 
ghost story.

Using vintage overhead projectors, multiple 
screens, puppets, actors, live feed cameras, 
multi-channel sound design, and a live 
music ensemble, Manual Cinema transforms 
the experience of attending the cinema 
and imbues it with liveness, ingenuity, and 
theatricality. 

The Middlebury Performing Art Series’ free 
virtual presentation of Manual Cinema’s “A 
Christmas Carol” will begin on Friday, Dec. 9, 
at 7:30 p.m., and will be available for viewing 
through Sunday, Dec. 11. Register in advance 
for free streaming tickets. For tickets or 
information, call 802-443-MIDD (6433) or visit 
middlebury.edu/arts.

The small works exhibition will span both Middlebury locations 
and will feature new work from Penny Billings, Kay Flierl, Duncan 
Johnson, Sara Katz, Sage Tucker-Ketcham, as well as work from 
new Edgewater artist Larry Horowitz.

For more information visit edgewatergallery.com, call 802-989-7419 
or email  info@edgewatergallery-vt.co.

SMALL
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

SEE CALENDAR ON PAGE 13
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ADDISON WEST

Home • Gifts • Candles • Holiday
www.theaddisonwest.com

44 Main Street Middlebury VT
802.528.7980

74 Main Street, Middlebury
802.388.6666 

froghollowbikes.com

74 Main Street, Middlebury

storewide
DISCOUNTS
Between 10-20% OFF

on December 8th & 15th

Formerly

68 Main St., Middlebury, Vt • 802-388-3444

Formerly

5-85-8pmpm 
MIDD MIDD 

NIGHT NIGHT 
STROLL STROLL 

SPECIALS
Dec 1Dec 1st , st , 88th th && 1515thth

JOIN US FOR FUN…!JOIN US FOR FUN…!
MIDDLEBURY MONEYMIDDLEBURY MONEY

DISCOUNTS!DISCOUNTS!

since 1983  —since 1983  —since 1983  —
MIDDLEBURY

THE

SHOP

14 Court Square, Middlebury
802-388-4961 • www.middleburyinn.com

Thursday evening special:
Morgan’s Burger with beer,

wine or hot chocolate for $15.00

ADDISON WEST 
44 MAIN ST

THEADDISONWEST.COM

AUTUMN GOLD 
61 MAIN ST

AUTUMNGOLDJEWELRY.COM

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOMESERVICES VERMONT REALTY GROUP 

32 MERCHANTS ROW
VTREGROUP.COM

BUY AGAIN ALLEY 
60 MAIN ST

FACEBOOK @BUYAGAINALLEY 

DANFORTH 
46 MAIN ST

DANFORTHPEWTER.COM

EVERYTHING NICE/
THE GIVING FRIDGE

66 MERCHANTS ROW
FACEBOOK @THEGIVINGFRIDGEVT 

FIRE AND ICE 
26 SEYMOUR ST

FIREANDICERESTAURANT.COM

FLORA CANNABIS
2 PARK ST

FLORAVT.COM

FROG HOLLOW BIKES 
74 MAIN ST

FROGHOLLOWBIKES.COM

GREEN MOUNTAIN ADVENTURES 
(MIDDLEBURY MOUNTAINEER) 

56 MAIN ST
MIDDLEBURYMOUNTAINEER.COM

IPJ REAL ESTATE 
34 MAIN ST

MIDDVERMONTREALESTATE.COM

LITTLE SEED COFFEE 
ROASTERS

24 MERCHANTS ROW
LITTLESEED.COFFEE

MIDDLETON 
66 MAIN ST

MIDDLETONVERMONT.COM

Find updated info about the strolls and other Very Merry Middlebury happenings at EXPERIENCEMIDDLEBURY.COM

Midd Kid Night at the Midd Night Stroll
Welcome Middlebury College students! On behalf of our stores 

and restaurants, the Better Middlebury Partnership would like to 
thank Middlebury College for providing students with Middlebury 

Money this evening. Thank you for your investment into Middlebury 
businesses! 

The Dissipated 8 
Come enjoy this Middlebury College acappella group, singing at the 

Triangle Park Plaza from 5-6pm

The Hot Cocoa Hut 
The Cocoa Hut is back! Special thanks to the Addison County Board 
of Realtors and Silver Maple Construction for the beautiful cocoa hut 
renovations. Come enjoy a warm cup of cocoa with all the fixings for 

just 25 cents. 

Illuminated Falls 
Catch the first night of the illuminated falls in the Marble Works! 

Thank you to the Marble Works Partnership for sponsoring 
this year’s lights.  

JOIN US ON DECEMBER 1, 8 & 15

Over 30 Merchants
will be offering extended evening shopping, 
special deals and promotions from 5-8p.m. 

on Thursday, Dec. 1, 8 and 15.

Thank you for supporting these and other 
Middlebury businesses during the holiday 

season and all year long!

EXPERIENCEMIDDLEBURY.COM

If your favorite 
downtown store 
or restaurant isn’t 

listed, they may still be 
participating so be 

sure to stop in 
to check!
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64 Main St,
Downtown Middlebury

802-388-7711 • vtsown.com

Give the gift of
LOCAL this season.LOCAL this season.

Downtown Middlebury
802-388-7711 

WE SHIP!

 this season.
WE SHIP!

Holiday Shoppers,
we have just what she wants.

Complimentary champagne and cookies
while you shop on Dec.  8th  &  15th

52 Main Street
(802) 989-7225

sparrowartsupply.com
Now open Sundays before Xmas!

Next to the waterfall, downstairs!

Shop | Local Gallery
Discover hand-crafted creations and high 
quality supplies for the artist in your life!

ADDISON WEST 
44 MAIN ST

THEADDISONWEST.COM

AUTUMN GOLD 
61 MAIN ST

AUTUMNGOLDJEWELRY.COM

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOMESERVICES VERMONT REALTY GROUP 

32 MERCHANTS ROW
VTREGROUP.COM

BUY AGAIN ALLEY 
60 MAIN ST

FACEBOOK @BUYAGAINALLEY 

DANFORTH 
46 MAIN ST

DANFORTHPEWTER.COM

EVERYTHING NICE/
THE GIVING FRIDGE

66 MERCHANTS ROW
FACEBOOK @THEGIVINGFRIDGEVT 

FIRE AND ICE 
26 SEYMOUR ST

FIREANDICERESTAURANT.COM

FLORA CANNABIS
2 PARK ST

FLORAVT.COM

FROG HOLLOW BIKES 
74 MAIN ST

FROGHOLLOWBIKES.COM

GREEN MOUNTAIN ADVENTURES 
(MIDDLEBURY MOUNTAINEER) 

56 MAIN ST
MIDDLEBURYMOUNTAINEER.COM

IPJ REAL ESTATE 
34 MAIN ST

MIDDVERMONTREALESTATE.COM

LITTLE SEED COFFEE 
ROASTERS

24 MERCHANTS ROW
LITTLESEED.COFFEE

MIDDLETON 
66 MAIN ST

MIDDLETONVERMONT.COM

MORGAN’S TAVERN 
14 COURT SQ

MIDDLEBURYINN.COM/HOME/MORGANS-TAVERN

NATIONAL BANK OF MIDDLEBURY 
30 MAIN ST

NBMVT.COM

PARLOUR
57 MAIN ST

PARLOURVT.COM

SCHMETTERLING WINE SHOP 
48 MAIN ST

SCHMETTERLINGWINE.COM

SHELDON MUSEUM 
1 PARK ST

HENRYSHELDONMUSEUM.ORG

SHIRETOWN 
54 COLLEGE ST

SHIRETOWNMARKETPLACE.COM

SPARROW ART SUPPLY 
52 MAIN ST

SPARROWARTSUPPLY.COM

SWEET CECILY 
42 MAIN ST

SWEETCECILY.COM

THE MIDDLEBURY SHOP (FORTH N GOAL) 
68 MAIN ST

MIDDLEBURYSHOP.COM

THE STONE MILL PUBLIC MARKET
3 MILL ST

STONEMILLVT.COM

THE VERMONT BOOK SHOP
38 MAIN ST

VERMONTBOOKSHOP.COM

TINKER AND SMITHY 
72 MAIN ST

TINKERANDSMITHY.SQUARE.SITE

TWO BROTHERS 
86 MAIN ST

TWOBROTHERSTAVERN.COM

VERMONT’S OWN GIFTS AND GOODS 
64 MAIN ST

VERMONTSOWNGIFTSANDGOODS.COM

Find updated info about the strolls and other Very Merry Middlebury happenings at EXPERIENCEMIDDLEBURY.COM

JOIN US ON DECEMBER 1, 8 & 15

LITTLE SEED COFFEE 
If your favorite 

downtown store 
or restaurant isn’t 

listed, they may still be 
participating so be 

sure to stop in 
to check!
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ACROSS
 1. Chop up
 5. Ones who utilize
10. Sings with closed lips
14. South American 
hummingbird
15. Serves as a coxswain
16. Liquor distilled from 
coconut or rice
17. Spur
18. Senile
19. Tanzanian people
20. Cruel
22. Boxing’s “GOAT”
23. Yokels
24. London soccer team
27. Chinese chess piece
30. Supervises fl ying
31. 007’s creator
32. Shaft horsepower 
(abbr.)
35. A spider makes one
37. Liquefi ed natural gas

38. Opaque gem
39. Brazilian palm
40. Periodical (slang)
41. You might step on one
42. Marvin and Horsley 
are two
43. Partner to cheese
44. Unpleasant smell
45. Field force unit (abbr.)
46. Fashion accessory
47. Cool!
48. Time zone
49. Songs to one’s lover
52. German river
55. Go bad
56. Sword
60. Very eager
61. Leaf bug
63. Italian seaport
64. Napoleon Dynamite’s 
uncle
65. Member of Jamaican 
religion

66. Large wading bird
67. Carries out
68. Eternal rest
69. It holds up your 
headwords

DOWN
  1. Not low
  2. Small water buff alo
  3. A mark left behind
  4. Archaic form of have
  5. Fiddler crabs
  6. Popular Hyundai 
sedan
  7. Deport
  8. Making over
  9. Midway between 
south and southeast
10. Arabic masculine 
name
11. Type of acid
12. Popular 1980s Cher 
fi lm

Sudoku
Each Sudoku puzzle 
consists of a 9x9 
grid that has been 
subdivided into nine 
smaller grids of 3x3 
squares. To solve 
the puzzle each row, 
column and box must 
contain each of the 
numbers 1 to 9. Puzzles 
come in three grades: 
easy, medium and 
diffi  cult. 

Level: Medium

This week’s puzzle solutions can be found on Page 13.

13. Outdoor enthusiasts’ 
tools
21. Chinese city
23. “Star Wars” character 
Solo
25. The bill in a restaurant
26. Old, ugly witch
27. Burn with a hot liquid
28. To claim or demand
29. “A Doll’s House” 
playwright
32. Involuntary muscular 
contraction
33. Pea stems (British)

34. Double or multiple 
fold
36. No longer is
37. Lakers’ crosstown 
rivals (abbr.)
38. S. American plant 
cultivated in Peru
40. Cloth or fabric
41. Flanks
43. Disfi gure
44. Angry
46. Baltic coast peninsula
47. Large, fl ightless birds
49. Plants of the lily 

family
50. Medieval Norwegian 
language
51. Polio vaccine 
developer
52. Not soft
53. Exchange rate
54. Voice (Italian)
57. Baseball’s Ruth
58. Famed guitarist 
Clapton
59. Take a chance
61. Wife
62. Elaborate handshake

52 Main St
Middlebury, VT 05753
(802) 989-7225

Tuesday-Saturday
10:30 AM - 5:30 PM

info@sparrowartsupply.com
sparrowartsupply.com
@sparrowartsupply

Find a truly unique present in our gallery decked with 
artisanal creations by over 40 local artists and makers.
Artwork, jewelry, pottery, cards, ornaments and more!

The shop is fully stocked with supplies and kits!

Don’t miss our 12 Days of Deals starting on December 1!
Visit sparrowartsupply.com to learn more.

THE JOY CONTINUES ALL SEASON LONG!

A Merry Little Market is now open!

s p o n s o r e d  byPuzzlesPuzzles
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Gummi is the sweetest old man! We 
estimate is about 14 years old. He was 
found as a stray and was extremely thin, 
matted, and dirty. Gummi has started to gain 
weight and his blood work shows no signs 
of health issues. He is super affectionate 
and gets along with cats and dogs. Gummi 
was most likely outside for a long time and is 
unfortunately not litterbox trained, although 
he does pee in his box. He is currently on 
Cosequin and Gabapentin for his joints as 
he is still gaining muscle. Gummi is looking for a forever, loving home to spend 
his golden years.

Monsieur Mittens (or Mittens for short) is a 
10-year-old gentle giant. He loves affection 
and cuddles but he prefers to not be picked up 
until he is fully comfortable with you. Mittens is 
a picky eater and should have his dry food in 
smaller portions or in a puzzle feeder because 
he gobbles his food too quickly. He is a fan 
of Friskies wet food and also loves treats. 
Mittens gets along well with other cats but 
does not like dogs. He was an indoor/outdoor 
boy in his previous home and may want to 
explore the option but he would be content 
indoors only too. Monsieur Mittens is eligible 
for our “Senior to Senior” program.

Thumper is a 2-year-old guy with the cutest 
little meow! He loves affection and will meow 
at you until he gets it. Thumper is a lap cat 
and is also playful. He loves Friskies wet 
food and rolls all over catnip. Thumper gets 
along with other cats but we are unsure 
about dogs.

Louise came to the shelter as a stray. 
She is a 1.5-year-old who has a lot of 
energy and loves playing with squeaky 
toys and balls. It took a while for Louise 
to warm up to people but now she loves 
being around everybody and enjoys 
cuddles and company. She is not 
housebroken and would benefit from a 
home with a fenced-in yard so she can 

be encouraged to go potty outside. Louise loves going for long walks. She is 
dog friendly, but we’re not sure about cats yet.

Thelma came to the shelter as a stray. She 
is a 1.5-year-old loving, playful pup with a lot 
of energy. Thelma gets nervous on walks and 
wants to come back to the shelter quickly. She 
is more confident around her sister, Louise, 
and will gladly go for walks with her. Thelma is 
dog friendly and enjoys being around people. 
She is food-motivated and loves her toys! She 
is not housebroken and would benefit from 
a home with a fenced-in yard so she can be 
encouraged to go potty outside.

Wagon is a 3-year-old spayed 
female who likes veggies and 
fruit and absolutely LOVES her 
hay and vegetables! She likes to 
be petted but does not like to be 
picked up; she prefers being next 
to you. Wagon is litter box trained. 
Her perfect home would be a nice 
cage/pen to live in with access to 
the outdoors in a protected area.

PETS IN NEED
HOMEWARD BOUND
Addison County’s Humane Society

Call or check our website.
We may have a pet for you.

802-388-1100 | HomewardBoundAnimals.org
236 Boardman Street | Middlebury, VT

1438 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-3139
www.parisfarmersunion.com

At Paris, we have everything you 
need for your pets and animals!

• Dry or Wet Dog & Cat food
• Dog & Cat beds, toys, cleaning supplies 

& accessories
• Fish, bird, small animal & reptile 

supplies and live feeder insects 
• Wild bird & Squirrel supplies 
• Backyard animal feed & supplies
• And friendly, knowledgeable staff 
   to help guide you!

1438 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-3139

• Wild bird & Squirrel supplies 
•
• And friendly, knowledgeable staff 
   to help guide you!

•

1438 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-3139

And friendly, knowledgeable staff 

Ask about 
our Frequent 

Buyer 
Program!

in Maine 
with a MFA 
in studio 
art from 
Maine 
College 
of Art. She 
paints 

vivid large scale oil paintings and small 
guache works on paper of people 
“rampaging around the landscape” as the 
artist puts it with various props. “Once the 
women in my paintings had purses, they 
had careers. People with careers aren’t 
fi gures. I gave them boats — so that they 
could escape their careers… At some point, 
many of the people in my paintings fi nd 
themselves — while on a path, or in the 
shallows — startled to turn and see their 
doppelgänger. These works show the 
uncanny moment when someone looks in 
the mirror and sees themselves exactly as 
they expect themselves to be and exactly 
as they are, with complete neutrality and 
total comprehension.”

Chelsea Granger is an artist based in 
Branford, Conn., whose experience of loss 
and grief has inhabited her art for the last 
seven years. 

“I wanted to try and visually 
articulate, and make 
possible, spaces where 
the dead move alongside 
us,” Granger said. “Or, if I 
wasn’t painting ghosts, I 
wanted to paint fl owers, 
but neon — to keep us 
awake. The blooming sitting 
alongside the dead and 
the dying…Sometimes the 
ghosts are made up of 
stars or checkers, a swan 
or a butterfl y, most recently 
— the classic, goofy sheet-
over-a-body ghost. Drawing 
spirits was a helpful part 
of me working through my 
grief. To make visible the 

invisible, to add weight, bulk and a visual 
dimension to what I couldn’t make sense 
of. I think it felt less overwhelming if I could 
see it, less scary if I could paint it, my own 
kind of haunting.”

Carla Weeks is a British born artist based 
in Maine, using abstraction to articulate 
the subtleties and nuance of sensory 
memory. In Weeks’ work, color, line, and 
form function as glyphs to communicate 
the physical and emotional experience 
of place. Weeks’ quiet refl ections on the 
immateriality of memory are a testament 
to her commitment to careful looking, 
feeling and existing within the present 
moment. Weeks holds a BA in Art History 
and a professional background in design 
that informs both her painting practice and 
multidisciplinary collaborative projects. 

Solace is on view at the gallery’s 221 
Main Street location in Vergennes, from 
Dec. 1 through Jan. 31, with an opening 
reception on Friday, Dec. 2, from 5-7 p.m. 
For further information contact info@
northerndaughters.com or 802-877-2173, or 
visit northerndaughters.com.

SOLACE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

Dog Equipment Sale!
After 47 years of dogsledding, skijoring, 
and dog packing, I am retiring from the 
sport and am selling many types of dog 

related equipment including:

Moody Dog Sleds • Kick Sled • Risdon Training Rig • Pulks 
Dog Booties • Harnesses • Collars • Snow Hooks • Dog Crates 

Dog Packs • Dishes • Dog Houses • Kennel Panel Fencing 
Hardware • Wagon Shafts • Jon Van Zyle Alaskan Art

Please contact Ed Blechner at 802-759-2100 
or at jandanuki@yahoo.com
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This property is in a great in-town location. It is on a very nice side street with an 
easy walk to everything in the quaint mountain town of Bristol. The colonial house 
with wood fl oors has had only one owner, who lived a long life in this house. With 
3 beds, 1.5 baths, this home has excellent potential to be a lovely home with a 

few upgrades. It is sited on a nice almost quarter-acre 
property with a two-car garage. Come see this special 
Bristol home and imagine the possibilities!

31 FITCH AVENUE, BRISTOL

A LOOK INSIDE ADDISON COUNTY HOMES FOR SALE

Excellent potential in Bristol neighborhood

$199,000

This week’s property is managed by Champlain Valley Properties. 
More info at champlainvalleyproperty.net.
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WALLACE REALTY
48 Mountain Terrace

Bristol, VT 05443
PH 802-453-4670 • FAX 802-453-5898

Visit our websites at:
www.wallacere.com

www.greenbuiltvermont.com

Please call Kelly, Claire, or Tom

EQUAL 
HOUSING  
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 as amended 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons receiving 
public assistance, or an intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will not  knowingly 
accept any advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of discrimination, call 
HUD Toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.

nbmvt.com • 1-877-508-8455 
Bank NMLS #403372

Make the dream of home ownership a reality. 
We can help. Contact us today or apply online.
Sharon Brown | Community Lender | NMLS #491713

Email Christy to fi nd out how. Christy@addisonindependent.com

Add your piece! Add your piece! Be the next sponsor of the puzzle page.

s o l u t i o n s Dec. 1, 2022

Puzzle
Christy@addisonindependent.com

Be the next sponsor of the puzzle page.

Dec. 1, 2022

PuzzlePuzzle

estate
real
Now is a great time to buy or sell a property! 
Let our real estate section do the work, 
so you can get cozy before winter sets in.

Give us a call and we’ll help you connect with 
Addison County homebuyers, sellers & professionals.

ads@addisonindependent.com

your own 
gift cards 
and tags to 
share with 
friends and 
loved ones. 
Participate 
in themed 

painting tutorials and get creative with a festive 
array of art and crafting materials to make 
your own original gift tags and cards. Materials 
included. Free. Donations of $5-$10 welcomed to 
support MSS programs.

“THE HOURS” LIVE IN HD IN MIDDLEBURY. 

Saturday, Dec. 10, 12:55 p.m., Town Hall Theater, 
68 S. Pleasant St. The Metropolitan Opera’s world-
premiere production of Pulitzer Prize–winning 
composer Kevin Puts’s “The Hours,” adapted from 
Michael Cunningham’s acclaimed novel. Renée 
Fleming makes her highly anticipated return to the 
Met in this production, inspired by Virginia Woolf’s 
Mrs. Dalloway and made a household name by 
the Oscar-winning 2002 fi lm version starring Meryl 
Streep, Julianne Moore and Nicole Kidman.

EMILY SUNDERMAN IN MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, 
Dec. 10, 1 p.m., Ilsley Public Library, 75 Main St. 

Violinist and music teacher, Sunderman, will off er 
a live concert of meditative solo pieces by Bach 
and a few mellow holiday arrangements.

12 DOGS OF CHRISTMAS ON SCREEN IN 

VERGENNES. Saturday, Dec. 10, 4-5:30 p.m., 
Vergennes Opera House, 120 Main St.

“KING PEDE” CARD PARTY IN FERRISBURGH. 

Saturday, Dec. 10, 6:30 p.m., Route 7. A sandwich 
supper and then on to an evening of fun and 
card games. King Pede is an unusual game that 
involves “trick-taking” techniques such as in Hearts 
and Spades or Pitch. This is a game of fun and skill 
so come prepared to use your strategic thinking!

VOCAL CONCERT IN MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, 
Dec. 10, 7:30 p.m., Robison Hall, Mahaney Arts 
Center, 72 Porter Field Rd. Voice students of Carol 
Christensen cap off  a semester of study with a 
lively concert of songs and arias. Vaccinations and 
boosters (or valid medical or religious exemptions) 
required. Masks optional (but welcome) except 
under certain conditions. Free. Open to the public.

“KRAMPUSNACHT” IN ROCHESTER. Saturday, 
Dec. 10, 7:30 p.m., 185 Brandon Mountain Rd. See 
Dec. 9 listing.

CALENDAR
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7
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ipjrealestate.com
34 Main Street, downtown Middlebury

info@ipjrealestate.com  |  802.388.4242

CORNWALL
1629 SOUTH BINGHAM STREET
MLS #4926289 | $330,000
4 BD | 1 BA | 1597 SF | 5.6 AC

One level living with vaulted ceilings, 
woodstove w/ brick hearth, exposed 
beams and wood fl oors. Add ledge 
gardens, fl ower gardens, a south 
facing lawn & two huge outbuildings 
with possibilities! 15 mins to Midd.

MIDDLEBURY
51 SEMINARY STREET
MLS #4933111 | $495,000
9 BD | 3 BA | 5428 SF | 2.00 AC

“Among the architectural landmarks 
of Middlebury, VT...” sits this Federal 
style beauty, since its construction 
in the 19th century. With signifi cant 
renovation this property has exciting 
potential. Bring your imagination.

SHOREHAM
51 MAIN STREET
MLS #4926993 | $299,000
5 BD | 1 BA | 2135 SF | 0.76 AC

In the heart of charming Shoreham 
Village, this c.1850 farmhouse has 
been freshly painted and is move-in 
ready. Abundant natural light, original 
farmhouse details left in tact. Larger 
town lot w/one car detached garage.

HUBBARDTON
1924 ROUTE 30
MLS #4921690 | $189,000
4BD | 1.5BA | 2303 SF | 0.69 AC

Less than 1 hour to Killington, 30 
minutes to Middlebury and a short 
distance to Castleton University. 
Make an excellent home with a little 
sweat equity and a cosmetic refresh. 
Detached barn and a pre-inspection!

MIDDLEBURY
376 SOUTH RIDGE DRIVE
MLS #4898249 | $192,000
0.60 ACRES

Build-ready lot in the South Ridge
development served by town water
and sewer. The driveway has been
roughed in with utilities/services at the
edge of the building envelope. One
of your last chances to get in!

VOH
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Claire Parks. Elisa Van 
Duyne returns to the 
stage and our two 
performing high school 
students are each fresh 
off of playing the leads 
in their respective high 
school plays! So, I am 

very pleased with this year’s show and excited for the 
audience to hear terrific music, enjoy a little dance and 
have a lot of fun.”  

The troupe has been 
rehearsing via Zoom 
for many weeks — 
connecting from NYC 
and Boston — and will 
come together two days 
before the show for the 
first all-cast rehearsal. 

“The frenzy of rehearsal 
is awe-inspiring,” Smart 
added. “Each year the 
artists remind us of their 
level of professionalism 
and stage-chops with 
their exceptional voices, 
surprise choreography, 
and sense of humor and 
play.”

Catch this incredible act next Friday, Dec. 9, 7:30 p.m., at 
the Vergennes Opera House, or Saturday, Dec. 10, 2 p.m., 
at the Saint Michael’s Playhouse.

Tickets for the local show are $20 for adults, $10 
for students and can be purchased online at 
VergennesOperaHouse.org. For more information 
contact the Vergennes Opera House via email at info@
vergennesoperahouse.org or call 802-877-6737. 

“I AM VERY 
PLEASED WITH 
THIS YEAR’S SHOW 
AND EXCITED FOR 
THE AUDIENCE TO 
HEAR TERRIFIC 
MUSIC, ENJOY A 
LITTLE DANCE AND 
HAVE A LOT OF 
FUN.”  
 — Bill Carmichael

Bill Carmichael, Lily Roberts, Asa Baker-Rouse and Elisa Van Duyne 
(pictured left to right) take a quick break from rehearsal. These four 
will be joined by New York City pros David L. Murray Jr. and Madison 
Claire Parks, as well as pianist Scott Nicholas for the 17th annual 
production of Broadway Direct, coming to the Vergennes Opera House 
on Dec. 9, 7:30 p.m.  PHOTO COURTESY OF VERGENNES OPERA HOUSE
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2847 VT. ROUTE 22A, ADDISON 
$975,000 MLS#4929514

Custom Home 

Custom Home 

Custom Home 

Custom Home 

Custom Home 

Custom Home 

Custom Home 

Custom Home 

Custom Home 

Custom Home 

Custom Home 

Custom Home 

Custom Home 

Custom Home 

Custom Home 

Custom Home 

Custom Home 

Custom Home 

with Views

with Views

with Views

802-877-2134  •  www.ReVT4u.com
Your Forever Realtors, Building Relationships One Home at a Time!

We are a designated agency brokerage.

  “The heart that gives thanks is a happy one, for we cannot feel 
thankful and unhappy at the same time.”  — Douglas Wood

263 MAIN STREET, VERGENNES
$779,000 MLS: 4924209

Commercial/

Commercial/

Commercial/

Commercial/

Commercial/

Commercial/

Commercial/

Commercial/

Commercial/

Commercial/

Commercial/

Commercial/

Commercial/

Commercial/

Commercial/

Multi-fa
mily

Multi-fa
mily

Multi-fa
mily

7404 ETHAN ALLEN HIGHWAY, NEW HAVEN
$449,900 MLS#4919508

Opportunity 

Opportunity 

Opportunity 

Opportunity 

Opportunity 

Opportunity 

Opportunity 

Opportunity 

Opportunity 

Opportunity 

Opportunity 

Opportunity 

Opportunity 

Opportunity 

Opportunity 

Opportunity 

Opportunity 

Opportunity 

Abounds

Abounds

Abounds

It’s that time of year — 
Come to Vergennes on 

Saturday, December  3rd 
for the Annual Holiday 

Stroll!

Beginning at 9 a.m. at Bixby 
Memorial Library

Visit 
https://www.vergennesdowntown.org/

holidaystroll
Susan Burdick
802-989-9058

Lynn Jackson Donnelly
802-349-5382

Sean Dye
802-338-0136

Nancy Larrow
802-989-9653

K. Cory Foote
802-349-7101

Dick Elkins
802-985-8150

This commercial property boasts 5 single bedroom apartments 
as well as a commercial retail space at street level. The first floor 
of this property is thought to have been constructed in 1787, 
initially serving as a distillery. It expanded shortly thereafter in 
1805 to include two additional stories with a gabled roof.

This magnificent Cape sits at the top of the ridge. The 1st 
floor primary suite offers 2 rooms for separate sleeping areas. 
There is also a primary suite on the second floor with its own 
sitting area. There are extra rooms on the 2nd floor as well.

“Opportunity abounds” is putting it modestly when you look at 
the potential this commercially zoned property offers! A post 
& beam pavilion is a perfect gathering place for special events, 
such as weddings, birthday parties, and live music.

Bruce Molsky plays for Ripton Community Coff ee House in Lincoln

he Ripton Community 
Coff ee House at Burnham 
Hall in Lincoln presents the 
master of the American 
fi ddle, Bruce Molsky on 
Saturday, Dec. 3, at 7:30 p.m.

Best known for his work on 
the fi ddle, Molsky’s banjo, 

guitar and his distinctive, powerful 
vocals transports audiences to 
another time and place, with his 
authentic and personal interpretations 
of rarities from the Southern 
Appalachian songbook and other 
musical traditions from around the 
globe. His combination of technical 
virtuosity and relaxed conversational 
wit makes a concert hall feel like an 
intimate front porch gathering.

Molsky’s take on tradition has landed 
him in collaborations with some of the world’s 
most highly respected players from roots to 
rock. He is a special guest on legend rocker 
Mark Knopfl er’s recent CD, “Tracker.” His “1865 
Songs of Hope & Home with Anonymous 4,” 
was on Billboard’s top 10 for weeks. Along 

with Andy Irvine & Donal Lunny, Molsky is a 
founding member of the supergroup Mozaik, 
with three recordings. He regularly tours and 
records with longtime collaborators Darol 
Anger, Tony Trischka and Mountain Drifters’ 
Allison de Groot. 

February 2022 marked the long-
anticipated release of Bruce’s 
solo guitar CD: “Everywhere You 
Go,” a coming-together of new 
interpretations and arrangements of a 
wide swath of styles. 

Molsky holds the title of “Visiting 
Scholar in the American Roots Music 
Program” at Berklee College of Music, 
where he is the go-to guy for the next 
generation of roots musicians.

Molsky will play two sets, beginning 
at 7:30 p.m. There will be no open mic. 
Masks are appreciated. Refreshments 
— baked goods and coff ee — will be 
available downstairs during the break.

The coff ee house sells advance 
tickets and welcomes walk-ins 
as well. Ticket prices are: general 

admission $15; generous admission $20-$25, 
or pay what you can. To buy advance tickets, 
visit www.rcch.org/upcoming-shows. The 
show will also be available streamed via the 
Facebook and our YouTube channel. For more 
information, email rcchfolks@gmail.com.

T
Bruce Molsky, master of the American fi ddle, will play for the Ripton 
Community Coff ee House on Dec. 3, at Burnham Hall in Lincoln. The show 
starts at 7:30 p.m. There will be no open mic this month.

PHOTO COURTESY OF JONI LOHR PHOTOGRAPHY
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FROM THE KITCHEN OF YOUR DREAMS!FROM THE KITCHEN OF YOUR DREAMS!

Let the magic shine

• KITCHEN & BATH DESIGN

• PLUMBING FIXTURES

• CABINETRY & COUNTERTOPS

• HARDWARE & MORE!

We’ll deliver the 
kitchen or bath of 

your dreams — for a 
price you can a� ord!

MON-FRI 8-5, SAT 8-12 
OR BY APPOINTMENT

18 CREEK RD,
MIDDLEBURY, VT

(802) 458-8999  B r a d f o r d K i t c h e n A n d B a t h . c o m
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