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Back on ice
Women’s hockey picked up where 
it left off, but the Panthers have a 
new look. See Sports, Page 1B.
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Read about all the local singing, 
shopping and Santa sighting in 
our 40-page seasonal guide.
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Turkey flocks healthy ahead of the holidays 

What if? Planning for 
future town meetings

Warming weather hurting bees

Andriano 
captures 
dream job 
in Vt. House

Climate change challenges pollinators

350.org chapter tries to 
improve energy policies

Orwell Democrat 
ready to serve

Both wild and 
farm-raised 
birds fare well

(See 350.org, Page 9A)

(See Town meetings, Page 14A)

(See Bees, Page 11A)

(See Turkey farmers, Page 13A)
(See Andriano, Page 8A)

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury’s 

250-year tradition of convening 
an annual town meeting hit an 
unforeseen COVID-19 obstacle in 
2020.

But an ad hoc committee that 
includes former Vermont Gov. Jim 
Douglas and current Middlebury 
Town Moderator Susan Shashok 
has just furnished the community 
with a plan that will hopefully 

keep its town meeting tradition 
alive through future public health 
emergencies, natural disasters and 
other cataclysmic events.

The Middlebury Town Meeting 
Working Group recently unveiled 
a report that details 10 different 
venues in the community that could 
serve as an emergency substitution 
for the current go-to location for the 
annual gathering: the Middlebury 

As the holidays approach, 
let’s remember many families 
are struggling to make ends 
meet. Each year the Starksboro 
Auxiliary and the Robinson 
Elementary School join forces 
to collect donations (cash or 
checks) for gifts for local families 

By MARIN HOWELL 
ADDISON COUNTY — 

Heading into Thanksgiving, 
both Vermont’s wild and 
domesticated turkey flocks were 
healthy and plentiful, despite 
an outbreak of the avian flu in 
many parts of the nation and 
the additional hurdle of inflation 
that challenged Addison County 
turkey farmers this year. 

Peter Stone, owner of 
Stonewood Farm in Orwell, said 
the year has gone well for the 
800-acre family farm even with 
these obstacles. 

“Other than (some difficulty 
in) getting the turkeys as babies, 
we had a good year. This season 
processing has been good, and 
things have gone well,” he said. 

Stonewood Farm is one of 
two major turkey farms in 
Addison County, along with 
New Haven’s Misty Knoll 
Farms. Plus smaller operations 
like the Duclos Thompson Farm 
process turkeys this time of year 
(see story on Page 11A).  Each 
year, the Stonewood raises and 
processes around 34,000 birds, 

SOLOMON LAWRENCE, A seasonal worker at Orwell’s Stonewood Farm, herds a flock of turkeys. Every year, Stonewood Farm raises 
around 34,000 turkeys, selling half during the month of November and processing the rest into value-added products like sausage and 
ground turkey. 

Independent photo/Steve James

By MARIN HOWELL 
ADDISON COUNTY — Some 

Addison County residents may 
have been surprised when warm 
weather rolled in with the beginning 
of November, bringing sunny days 
and comfortable temperatures at a 
time when Vermonters are usually 
starting to bundle up for the winter. 

The unseasonably warm days 
threw off local bees as well, which 
proved to be detrimental for some 
Addison County hives. 

Local beekeepers believe warmer 
fall weather, though devastating for 
some bee colonies, likely won’t be 
the downfall for bees as a species. 
Still, they say these changing 
weather patterns create additional 
hurdles for beekeepers and are the 

A RECENT VERMONT Center 
for Ecostudies report found that 
55 of Vermont’s wild bee species 
— like this parnassia miner bee 
— are under threat, in part due to 
the impacts of climate change. 

Photo by Kent McFarland/ Vermont 
Center for Ecostudies 

impact the bees, climate change 
is one of them,” Middlebury 
beekeeper Ross Conrad said. 
“(Fighting climate change) is 
going to take a big shift. Society 
has to shift, because if it doesn’t, 
this will be the last great mistake 
of the human race.” 

Vermont has experienced 
multiple warmer-than-normal 
days in recent months. According 
to the National Weather Service, 
the temperature in Cornwall 
reached 66 degrees Fahrenheit on 
Nov. 6, approximately 26 degrees 
warmer than the daily average 
temperature there on that day over 
the past 30 years. That’s just one 
of many days this fall on which 
Addison County towns reported 
higher daily average temperatures 

result of an ongoing issue in need 
of addressing — climate change.   

“There’s a lot of things that 

By MARIN HOWELL 
ADDISON COUNTY — More 

than a dozen Addison County 
residents gathered over Zoom last 
week to talk about ways to improve 
Vermont’s energy policies and how 
community members can help drive 
those changes. 

The Nov. 16 meeting was hosted 
by 350Vermont’s Addison County 
group and covered how the state 

is doing with its energy policies, 
where there is room to refine these 
practices, and how residents can be 
a part of that work. 

350Vermont is a network of 
community members that educates, 
organizes and motivates Vermonters 
to work together on climate justice. 
The work includes writing letters 
and op-eds in local newspapers and 

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Joseph 

Andriano knew during his college 
years in Ohio that he wanted to 
make Vermont his home.

Two decades later, he’s not only 
living in the Green Mountain State, 
but he’ll also soon be representing 
one of its districts in the Vermont 
House of Representatives.

It’s a dream 
come true for 
A n d r i a n o , 
an Orwell 
D e m o c r a t 
who on Nov. 
8 was elected 
u n o p p o s e d 
to a two-
year term 
representing 
the Addison-
R u t l a n d 
House district.

A n d r i a n o 
grew up on Long Island, N.Y., and 
attended Oberlin College. While 
there, he participated in the Oberlin 
Initiative in Electoral Politics.

JOSEPH 
ANDRIANO

Ready for the white stuff
MARY HOGAN ELEMENTARY preschooler Charlotte Greenewalt gets a closeup view of the blade 

on a newly named state snowplow at the Middlebury school this past Thursday. It was one of 70 
plows that Vermont children have named. See story and more photos on Page 3A.

Independent photo/Steve James
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By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 

College continues to look for a 
buyer for the former Addison 
County Courthouse at 5 Court St. 
in Middlebury. It is a prominent, 
139-year-old building that recently 
belonged to the Vermont Center for 
Emerging Technologies (VCET) 
co-working space.

A listing with IPJ Real Estate 
indicates a $1,150,000 asking 
price for the structure, which had 
been on the market for 123 days as 
the Independent went to press on 
Tuesday.

“Several parties have expressed 
interest, but we have not yet 
sold the building,” confirmed 
Sarah Ray, Middlebury College’s 
director of media relations. “We 
have not used this historic building 
to its full potential in recent years 
and therefore decided to offer it 
for sale to someone who would 
find the space more appropriate for 
their needs.”

This is actually the second time 
the college has looked to sell the 
former courthouse building, which 
served as the county’s hub for 
judicial proceedings from 1883 
until the Frank Mahady Courthouse 
was built in 1996 on a plot behind 
the stately old courthouse. The 
college was deeded the building 
after it ceased being used as a 
courthouse. The institution in 
2011 sold the building to VCET 
for $2 million in a deal that saw 
the college lease back two of the 
three floors from the organization, 
for 10 years. At the conclusion 
of the lease, the college “had the 
option to buy the building again 
and exercised that option with the 
intent either to use the building to 
its full potential or find a buyer 
who would,” said Julia Ferrante, 
the college’s vice president for 
public affairs.

The old courthouse for a while 
continued to house staff members 
from the college’s Office of 
College Advancement and its 
fundraising operation. Meanwhile, 

MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE IS looking for a buyer for the former 
Addison County courthouse on Middlebury’s Court Square.

Independent photo/John Flowers

Old courthouse for sale once more
College no longer needs historic Court Square building

VCET used a portion of the space 
for “entrepreneurs in residence” 
and business start-ups in need of 
short-term physical space.

VCET, since 2005 has “worked 
with entrepreneurs helping to 
crystallize concepts, assemble 
teams, craft business models, 
secure resources and locate early 
customers,” according to its 
website.

The COVID-19 pandemic forced 
VCET to close its Middlebury 
co-working space, VCET Vice 
President Sam Roach-Gerber told 
the Independent on Monday.

“We no longer have coworking 
space in Middlebury,” Roach-
Gerber said, though she stressed 
VCET is still working with student 
entrepreneurs at Middlebury 
College’s Innovation Hub. 

Ferrante said the second and 
third floors of the building are 
currently being rented to Marble 
Trail Financial, and the first floor 
is being rented to the Middlebury 
New Filmmakers Festival as well 
as some individuals. The college is 
using the basement for file storage.

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — With an overall 

collaborative tone, city councilors 
and citizens last week discussed 
whether a civilian committee 
should field complaints — if they 
occur — about the city police force. 
The citizens at the meeting were 
members of the Vergennes civilian 
committee that studied whether the 
city should have a citizen panel to 
work with Vergennes officials on 
police issues.

The Nov. 15 
discussion unfolded 
as City Manager 
Ron Redmond 
presented the 
council with a 
second rough 
draft for a 
council-appointed 
community panel 
that called for a 
group with only an 
advisory capacity.

Members of the 
study committee 
— it was called 
the Citizen Review 
Board Exploratory 
Committee, or 
CRBEC — sought 
a new committee 
that would have 
a more active role in handling 
any allegations filed against the 
department. 

As well as his second draft report, 
Redmond also copied the council 
with the city’s existing police 
department Internal Affairs policy. 
He acknowledged that policy was 
not ideal in the way it prescribed 
handling complaints because it 
called for them to be funneled 
through the chief of police. 

“We’re trying to find a way 
to manage complaints that’s 
satisfactory to the community,” 
Redmond said, adding some sort of 
web-based system was a possibility, 
as was also adding the city manager 
to the loop. 

Members of the CRBEC pointed 
out the council could also empower 
a community review panel to 
receive and process complaints, as 
they recommended in their report 
handed in this past spring. 

CRBEC Chair Cheryl Brinkman 
said the current city policy requiring 
complaints to be filed with the 
department itself puts potential 
complainants in a “uncomfortable” 
position of speaking with the entity 
that possibly caused harm. 

The committee found that 
situation to be “one of those 
areas” that were problematic in 
its research, Brinkman said, and 
“civilian involvement” in the 
complaint process would “serve 

that purpose” of removing that 
conflict.

On the other hand, the report 
handed in to the council more 
recently by the International 
Association of Chiefs of Police, 
after the IACP’s lengthy study 
of the department’s operations, 
recommended only an advisory 
panel.

But CRBEC members noted the 
state law on handling complaints, 

while stopping short 
of mandating citizen 
review, strongly 
suggests it.  

“The intent of 
the law is to have 
civilian review,” said 
CRBEC member 
Jon Kidde, who also 
acknowledged the 
council itself could 
serve that purpose.

The law is 
VSA 2401, which 
establishes  “Internal 
Security & Public 
Safety” for Vermont 
law enforcement 
agencies. In part, it 
states the following: 

“(4) ‘Effective 
internal affairs 
program’ means that 

a law enforcement agency does all 
of the following:

(E) Civilian review. Provides 
for review of officer discipline 
by civilians, which may be a 
selectboard or other elected or 
appointed body, at least for the 
conduct required to be reported 
to the (Vermont Criminal Justice) 
Council under this subchapter.”

CRBEC member Mark Koenig 
said one step the committee took in 
its research was to ask former city 
managers if any complaints had 
been filed against what is a highly 
regarded department.

They learned there had not been, 
he said, but couldn’t be sure if one 
reason for the lack of complaints 
was because of civilians’ reluctance 
to approach a department head with 
an issue about his own department. 

Koenig said he “sincerely hopes” 
there are no complaints moving 
forward, but he wasn’t happy 
Redmond’s latest draft had ignored 
the CRBEC recommendation 
to allow a new panel to handle 
complaints. 

Mayor Matt Chabot said the 
council’s consideration of a 
community police panel remains in 
an early stage, and councilors are 
also considering both the CRBEC 
and IACP input.

“The process we’re going 
through is melding all this info,” 
Chabot said. “We’re trying to get 

the best of both worlds.”
The city’s new head of the police 

department said he’s happy to 
collaborate with the CRBEC and a 
new panel. 

“I’m excited to work with you 
guys,” said Acting Police Chief 
Jason Ouellette. “I’ll meet up with 
you any time. I’ve read your report, 
and I’m excited to build something 
there. I think there’s something real 
special there to look at different 
ideas, and we can talk back and 
forth and be a team together and 
make this police department a 
really great department with your 
help.”

Councilors also debated without 
reaching a conclusion whether 
one of them and a member of the 
patrol officers’ union should sit on 
the citizen committee as a liaison. 
Councilor Mel Hawley saw it 
as a conflict of interest to have a 
councilor sitting on a citizen panel 
that would then advise city officials, 
and Councilor Zoe Kaslow said 
having the officer sit in wasn’t 
necessary because “We’re not 
asking them (committee members) 
to become police experts.”

Deputy Mayor Dickie Austin 
said he saw no difference between 
a council liaison on the police 
committee and one on the city’s 
parks and recreation committee, 
and “having someone (an officer) 
with technical expertise” attend 
meetings would be helpful.

Hawley also was concerned that 
a committee not be created “that 
is overseeing the city manager and 
chief of police.”

Brinkman said a committee 
could have “meaningful input” 
by discussing issues and advising 
officials without a direct oversight 
role.

Redmond invited CRBEC 
members to work with him on the 
next draft. 

At the end of the discussion, 
despite the focus on complaints that 
all agreed would probably be rare, 
all who spoke also said they didn’t 
envision an adversarial relationship 
between a citizen committee and 
the city’s police department.

“I would look for a sounding 
board, and not just for complaints, 
but for policing trends, and also for 
ways to involve the community in 
crime prevention,” Redmond said. 
“I need it to be working together to 
make it a safe community.”

CRBEC members agreed. 
“Ideally it’s a collaboration, 

something we’re doing with, 
not to, the police department,” 
Kidde said. “Having more direct 
communication between the police 
department and the community we 
felt was important.” 

City debates police review panel

“Ideally it’s a 
collaboration, 
something we’re 
doing with, not 
to, the police 
department. 
Having 
more direct 
communication 
between 
the police 
department and 
the community 
we felt was 
important.”

 — Jon Kidde
CREBC member

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — The fiscal 

year 2024 Addison Central 
School District budget will likely 
increase spending by 5-7% from 
the current year’s financial plan, 
ACSD Business Manager Matt 
Corrente told district board 
member on Nov. 14.

It’s still early, but Corrente 
said several factors are already 
conspiring to bump up the bottom 
line for the budget that will cover 
anticipated ACSD expenses 
from July 1, 2023, to June 30, 
2024. Chief among those factors: 
Inflation and an anticipated 12.7% 
increase in health insurance costs.

District officials will get a 
better handle on the Fiscal Year 
2024 budget during the next six 
weeks, when state aid for public 
education, among other things, 
becomes clearer. Vermont school 
boards look to button up their 
proposed spending plans by early 
January to get that information 
included in the annual school 
report. Most Vermont public 
school budgets are voted on Town 
Meeting Day, the first Tuesday in 
March.

The ACSD delivers preK-12 
public education to children in 
Bridport, Cornwall, Middlebury, 
Ripton, Salisbury, Shoreham and 

Weybridge. District residents 
this past March voted 1,805-630 
in favor of the current, FY 2023 
spending plan of $41,578,089.

While the prospect of a 7% 
budget bump is concerning to 
ACSD board members, district 
officials are warning the news is 
likely to get significantly worse 
for FY 2025. That’s when federal 
COVID-19 money for schools 
will have evaporated, and when 
the state will implement a new 
“pupil weighting” formula 
governing how state aid will be 
distributed to school districts, and 
ACSD might not fare well under 
the new formula.

ACSD FY24 budget could rise 7%

By EMMA COTTON
VTDigger.org

VERMONT — State regulators 
are on the cusp of adopting a rule 
that would push Vermont’s market 
for new passenger cars to all-electric 
in a little more than a decade. 

The rule, called Advanced Clean 
Cars II, is part of a set of regulations 
that are designed to lower emissions 
in cars and trucks. It “requires 
that all passenger car and light-
duty truck vehicles delivered by 
manufacturers for sale in Vermont 
by 2035 meet the definition of zero-
emission vehicle,” according to a 
document produced by the Vermont 
Agency of Natural Resources. 

The percentage of zero-emission 
vehicles that manufacturers must 
deliver to the state would gradually 
increase from 2026 until 2035. 

Advanced Clean Cars regulates 
manufacturers, not people. 
Vermonters would still be able to 
purchase used gasoline-powered 
cars under the rule. 

Another rule in the set, called 
Advanced Clean Trucks, applies to 
medium- and heavy-duty trucks, 
and does not phase out gasoline-
powered vehicles entirely. Instead, 

it requires manufacturers that sell 
trucks to include an increasing 
percentage of zero-emission 
vehicles, depending on the vehicle’s 
weight class, by 2035.

“The clean truck standard 
recognizes that the technology 
isn’t there yet for heavier-duty 
applications the way it is for 
passenger vehicles, essentially,” 
said Julie Moore, secretary of the 
Agency of Natural Resources. 
“And so while it works to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions, it doesn’t 
have the same sort of endpoint.” 

Cars, buses, trucks and other 
modes of transportation are 
responsible for 40% of Vermont’s 
climate emissions, making it the 
state’s most polluting sector.

Vermont’s Climate Council, 
established by the state’s 2020 
Global Warming Solutions Act, 
called for a wide-scale adoption of 
electric vehicles in its first Climate 
Action Plan. 

“The combination of our mostly 
rural nature, dispersed land use 
patterns and heavy reliance on 
fossil-fueled vehicles is a significant 
reason why Vermonters emit more 
greenhouse gases per capita than 

any other state in New England,” 
the plan states.

The Global Warming Solutions 
Act requires Vermont to reduce 
emissions by 2025, 2030 and 
2050. Advanced Clean Cars and 
Advanced Clean Trucks wouldn’t 
accomplish all of the transportation 
sector’s emissions reductions, and 
members of the Vermont Climate 
Council are actively looking for 
ways to get the state the rest of the 
way there. 

The measure has been channeled 
through the rulemaking process, 
where it needed approval from 
the Legislative Committee on 
Administrative Rules, rather 
than through lawmakers at the 
Statehouse. State lawmakers who 
serve on that committee approved 
the regulations last week.

While the federal Clean Air Act 
doesn’t allow states to establish 
vehicle emission standards, 
California received an exemption 
because of its existing programs and 
its air quality challenges. Vermont 
and other states can implement 
California’s regulations as long 
as the rules are identical and are 

Vermont eyes gas vehicle ban

(See Ban, Page 3A)



Addison Independent, Thursday, November 24, 2022 — PAGE 3A

By DOMINIC MINADEO, VTDigger.org
Snowdemort, Snowbe Bryant and many more newly named snowplows 

will join the 163 previously named plows on the roads in Vermont’s upcoming 
blizzards. 

Imaginative students once again came to the aid of the Agency of 
Transportation in the second year of its popular “Name a Plow Program” to 
help devise nicknames for plows before they ventured out onto cold Vermont 
roads. 

In October, VTrans said that 87 plows needed names. After the program’s 
completion, the agency listed 71 plows with new monikers. Over 70 schools 
participated.

In Addison County, youngsters named seven plows this year. Schools or 
groups of homeschool students brainstormed fun ideas for their snowplow, 
came to a consensus on one name, then submitted it to VTrans.

At Beeman Elementary School in New Haven children named their plow 
“Polar Plow Express.” 

Middlebury homeschooling students opted for “Katy.
At the Lincoln Community School the consensus was “Milky Way.”
The kids in the Orwell Early Education Program submitted “Champ the 

Monster.”
Shoreham Elementary students called their snowplow “Wolfpack.”
Salisbury Community School children named their plow “Snow Ya Later.”
At left, Mary Hogan Elementary School in Middlebury named their truck 

“Super Plow Snow Pants.” The kids came out this past Thursday when 
four VTrans drivers brought “Super Plow Snow Pants” to the school and 
let them check out the rig and sit behind the steering wheel. Independent 
photographer Steve James took these photos.

Below left, preschooler Lucy Bowdish walked under the plow’s blade. 
Below, the VTrans crew were, below from left, Steve Whitney, Jamie 
Conway, foreman Rob Barrows and Ron Dragon.

36 Boardman St., 
Middlebury VT 05753

802-388-6718
gstonemotors.com

2149 Rt 7 South, 
Middlebury VT 05753
802-388-9961
stonecdjr.com

Which vehicle will be the fullest by December 6? 
Ford F-150 or

Jeep Gladiator?
Join the friendly employee competition
at Stone CDJR and G. Stone Motors!

Stop in at either dealership with toy donations
for the HOPE Toy Drive for local children!

implemented at the same time. 
Now, Vermont needs to wait until 

California fully finalizes the rule, 
which Moore expects will happen 
by the end of this month. Then, the 
agency will submit the final rule to 
the Secretary of State’s Office.
A BIG IMPACT

Car dealerships in Vermont may 
need to make some big decisions 
in the years leading up to 2035, 
according to Matt Cota, a consultant 
who’s the government affairs 
director for the Vermont Vehicle 
and Automotive Distributors 
Association. 

The association did not oppose 
the rules, but Cota said members 
are still concerned about how 
regulations will be implemented and 
how they will impact businesses. 

Advanced Clean Cars II does 
not guarantee that Vermont’s 
dealerships, most of which are 

locally owned, will receive an 
allocation of electric vehicles, 
Cota said. As their franchises — 
Volkswagen and Ford, for example 
— adjust to the rules, dealerships 
may need to invest in things 
like training and costly charging 
equipment. 

The rules say that 35% of the 
cars delivered to the state must be 
electric by 2026, but that “doesn’t 
mean that by 2026, for all four Ford 
dealerships in Vermont, 35% of the 
vehicles on the lot will be electric,” 
Cota said. 

“That’s not going to be the case,” 
he said. “It’s going to be a situation 
where each individual dealer will 
have to make a determination 
whether or not to invest in the type 
of infrastructure they’ll need to take 
delivery of the cars.”

Though the rules wouldn’t 
directly regulate people buying cars, 
Vermonters would feel a big impact. 
Acknowledging that, state officials 
held a number of in-person and 
virtual public meetings to provide 
information and allow for feedback 
in the last several months. 

Environmentalists have widely 
lauded the rules. Groups such as the 
Vermont Sierra Club, Conservation 
Law Foundation, Vermont Natural 
Resources Council, Vermont 
Public Interest Research Group 
and Vermont Conservation Voters 
support them. 

“They’re going to reduce 
climate emissions, greenhouse 
gas emissions, and these rules are 
also going to help to reduce toxic 
air pollutants,” Chase Whiting, 
an attorney with the Conservation 
Law Foundation, told VTDigger. 
“And so overall, this is just a really 
wonderful and amazing suite of 
rules that it’s going to make a 
really large dent in Vermont’s 
transportation emissions.”

Moore said she heard several 
categories of concerns during the 
public process. One was related to 
inequities that could surface when 
Vermonters with more financial 
resources purchase new electric 
vehicles — which can be expensive 
— leaving lower-income people 
with cars that pollute the air. 

Another is the availability of 

charging stations. Some renters 
and people who live in multi-unit 
dwellings don’t have access to 
chargers, some 
commenters have 
said. 

“My concern is, 
if we decide to be 
in the leadership 
role, that it’s not 
the poorest among 
us, our poorest 
neighbors, that are 
paying the most for 
our well-intentioned 
(initiatives),” one 
commenter, who 
identified himself as 
Brian on the virtual 
public hearing, told 
state officials. 

Asked about 
the environmental 
justice implications 
of the rules, Whiting 
said Advanced 
Clean Cars has 
m e c h a n i s m s 
to address the 
inequities already baked in. 

Car manufacturers who make 
electric vehicles will be incentivized 
to make more affordable electric 

vehicles, he said, 
including by selling 
previously leased 
vehicles at lower 
prices. Vermont 
and the federal 
government also 
have some rebates 
and incentives that 
could help bring 
prices down. 

Another common 
concern is the 
lithium ion batteries 
commonly used in 
electric vehicles. 
The batteries use 
rare minerals for 
which the mining 
process can pose 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
threats in other areas 
of the country and 
world. 

“We cannot 
support this massive 

increase in resource extraction,” 

Annette Smith, executive director 
of Vermonters for a Clean 
Environment, said at the virtual 
hearing. 

Moore said state officials 
are actively looking into the 
environmental impacts that various 
products sold in Vermont have over 
their entire life cycle. 

“I think that that’s really important 
information,” she said. “There’s no 
environmentally impact-free way 
to go about our lives. And so it’s 
trying to make sure, though, that we 
have good information that helps us 
understand the true cost of different 
types of technologies in terms of its 
environmental impact.”

Whiting underlined the urgency 
of the climate crisis when lauding 
the rule’s progression. 

“We need to dramatically and 
drastically reduce climate pollution 
right now,” he said. “And so this 
decade that we’re in, right now, 
really is humanity’s final opportunity 
to avert the worst impacts of climate 
change. And Vermont needs to do 
its part by reducing its own climate 
emissions.”

Ban
(Continued from Page 2A) “There’s no 

environmentally 
impact-free way 
to go about our 
lives. And so 
it’s trying to 
make sure that 
we have good 
information 
that helps us 
understand 
the true cost of 
different types 
of technologies 
in terms of its 
environmental 
impact.”

 —— Julie Moore, 
secretary of the 

Agency of Natural 
Resources 

Local students join in the 
snowplow naming fun
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Ways of
Seeing

Around
the

bend
By Jessie Raymond

For the longest time, November and I didn’t get 
along. When I was 10 years old, my favorite uncle died 
in a fatal car accident. It was the day after Thanksgiving. 
I was 10, he was 28. It was a devastating loss for our 
entire family, and I remember struggling with it for 
quite some time. On a recent trip back to Texas, where 
I grew up and where my parents still live, I found 
an essay I wrote a couple of years after my uncle’s 
accident. In it, I recounted in excruciating detail what 
happened the day he died. Reading 
that as an adult, I could see clearly 
that I was struggling to make sense 
of my enormous loss even though it 
was years after he died.

My family is Mexican-American, 
and it is big. My dad is one of 
10 children (it was his youngest 
brother who died), and my mom is 
one of fi ve. I grew up near most of 
them, running around my grandparents’ house every 
weekend with my cousins, climbing trees or inside 
playing Pictionary. These are classic memories of 
my childhood. When we lost my uncle, things began 
to shift in my large, seemingly close-knit family. 
One aunt stopped coming to my grandmother’s for 
Thanksgiving. People stepped back a bit, almost 
as if they needed to for self-protection and to take a 
collective breath and process what had happened.

Being Mexican-American, we place particular 
importance on big life events like birth and death 
dates. When I was younger, I never really understood 
why, but those were big dates we always remembered 
and noted with phone calls and candles, and very 
often by doing something to honor the person we were 

memorializing. Every year since 1993, I have made a 
phone call to my grandmother on September 26 and 
November 28, the birth and death dates of my uncle. 
The same became true for other family members I lost 
through the years: my maternal grandfather when I 
was 15, my mom’s brother when I was a little bit older, 
my paternal grandfather when I was 30. Last year, I 
lost both of my grandmothers. Now I can’t call them 
to let them know I am thinking of them on those days. 

Instead, I have to light a candle for 
them.

As our family dispersed a bit, I 
remained incredibly close to my 
grandmothers. Before the pandemic 
and before I struggled with my own 
health challenges, I would travel to 
Texas to see them regularly, on a 
moment’s notice if they needed it. 
As we approach the holiday season, 

I ache to hear their voices, to hug them, to spend time 
with them. I miss my grandfathers too.

My paternal grandfather also died in November. A 
less tragic tale than his son’s, who had died 20 years 
prior, my grandfather was 95 and outside doing what 
he loved when his body decided he’d been doing what 
he loved for enough time now, and he sat down right 
before his heart stopped working. His passing left a big 
hole in my life, and it added to the tenuous relationship 
I have always had with the month of November.

There are so many things about November that 
make it a hard month. It grows darker and colder. It 
marks the beginning of the holidays, which for so 
many can be challenging. In the beginning of the 

After two years of wrestling 
with the Mount Abraham Unifi ed 
School District (MAUSD) and 
the State Board of Education, 
Lincoln received unanimous 
approval from the state to form 
its own supervisory district. 
Perhaps an even bigger surprise 
came at the beginning of the Nov. 
16 Board of Education meeting 
when the panel accepted Oliver 
Olsen’s resignation. Under former 
Chair Olsen, the board was wed 
to a political agenda supporting 
Act 46 and the preservation of 
large, unifi ed districts despite the 
lack of data or comprehensive 
evaluation to determine if Act 
46 has, in fact, improved student 
outcomes. In the process, the 
board — under Olsen’s leadership 
— demonstrated a remarkable 
insensitivity to the plight of small 
community schools at risk of 
closure.

The similarities are striking 
regarding MAUSD Superintendent 
Patrick Reen’s proposal unveiled 
back in December 2020. His plan 
included a duplicitous attempt to 
“repurpose” (Translation? Close.) 
three community schools and 
merge MAUSD with the Addison 
Northwest Supervisory District. 
If MAUSD was functioning 
properly, the board would devise 
strategic initiatives aligned with 
community values and then direct 
the superintendent to implement 
them. Instead, we observed the 
superintendent directing board 
strategy while trying to circumvent 
a 5-Town agreement on school 
closure and promoting a merger 
in spite of the fact that community 
outreach showed substantial 
opposition. It’s no surprise that the 
proposed merger failed miserably 
(4,282 against and 1,886 in favor). 
It was a misguided pursuit that 
wasted signifi cant taxpayer time 
and money.

At the state level, we can only 
hope that with new leadership 
the Board of Education will be 
open-minded enough to see the 
Lincoln outcome as an opportunity 
to test their assumptions. The 
truth is, bigger is not always 
better, especially given the 
geographic and cultural realities 
of our state. Locally, MAUSD 
lacks the leadership necessary 
to create a compelling vision for 
the district that unites rather than 
divides communities. Both the 
superintendent and board chair 
should follow in Oliver Olsen’s 
footsteps and step aside so the 
district can move forward with 
leaders honestly invested in 
serving the 5-Town communities, 
rather than pursuing agendas and 
initiatives with little community 
support.

Respectfully,
Andrew Furtsch

Lincoln

Political advertising is almost 
always, at best, misleading and 
should be thoroughly ignored as 
a source for information. When 
an ad includes demonstrably and 
blatantly false information one 
begins to question why it was 
published at all. 

I was delighted to read that 
the Addison Independent is 
reviewing its protocol for verifying 
advertisements to make sure that 
they accurately refl ect the views of 
those who are represented in the ad. 
I would suggest that the Addison 
Independent also set a standard for 
publishing right out lies. 

The political advertisement on 
page 13 of the Election Guide 
dated Oct. 20, 2022, has already 
been called out for its falsehoods. 
This ad should never have been 
allowed to run; and certainly not 
without a disclaimer insert from 
the Addison Independent. Truth 
matters, and even social media 
has taken to banning the spread of 
misinformation.

I would be happy to see ads in 
the future that refl ect a thoughtful 
view that I do not agree with. 
However, I hope that I never see 
an ad with such false statements 
again in my favorite local medium. 
It’s kinda [sic] embarrassing really.

Peter Lynch
Shoreham

Merger vote a 
major lesson

I spent Sunday afternoon pressing the hems on the 
fabric squares I will be turning into cloth napkins for 
Thanksgiving dinner this year.

If you think that sounds like something unnecessary 
that is going to add only marginally to the ambience 
of the meal yet take up hours beforehand that could 
be devoted to prepping food, congratulations: You get 
me.

We’re hosting Thanksgiving for 
the fi rst time in four years, and 
I’m a little bit too excited about 
it. I especially love the planning 
stage, where I fi gure out what I can 
do to make the next few days as 
overwhelming as possible.

Lately, my mind is consumed 
with what ingredients I will need 
and what dishes I can make beyond 
the dozen or so standards like 
stuffi ng and pumpkin pie. No matter what I appear 
to be doing on the outside, inside I’m going over my 
mental shopping list.

“Cornstarch!” I shout while showering. “Celery!” I 
blurt out during a work meeting. 

This is my brain on Thanksgiving, and it’s my 
favorite mental state.

I have long insisted that Thanksgiving is, dish for 
dish, a pretty easy meal. If you can stick a bird in the 
oven for several hours and mash a pot of potatoes, 
you’re halfway there.

Because the menu is largely traditional, the 
challenge isn’t the recipes; it’s scaling up portions for 
the number of people you’re serving — 15, in our case 
— and then working backward from Thursday’s meal 
time to fi gure out when to cook or bake each dish. 
My spreadsheets and diagrams would make NASA 
scientists coo in admiration.

The timing, however, can 
get tense. Figuring out how to 
coordinate the preparation of each 
menu item within the limitations 
of my oven, my refrigerator’s 
cubic footage and the number of 
pots, pans and serving dishes I 
own is a challenge that can drive 
me from adrenalin-fueled holiday 
euphoria to tearful panic in an 
instant. Despite the likelihood of 
meltdowns, however, riding that 

line between culinary success and disaster makes me 
feel alive.

It doesn’t have to be this diffi cult. In fact, our guests 
are all bringing a dish or two, so I don’t have to work 
that hard. But my nature is to turn even a simple dinner 
into a whole production. Thanksgiving is, obviously, 
the showstopper of the year.

The problem with doing it well — as I found out 
four years ago — is that if my scheduling works out 
perfectly, I fi nd myself on Thanksgiving morning 

By Emerson Lynn
OneCare is the accountable care organization whose purpose it is to 

shift Vermont’s health care spending from a fee-for-service model to 
one in which hospitals are paid on a per capita basis. It is a “population 
health management” system that has been in place since 2015 and, like 
the hospitals it services, OneCare is regulated by the fi ve-member Green 
Mountain Care Board. Last week the regulators made a point of asking 
OneCare’s leader- ship if it could justify its $15 million budget request.

It could not. Not satisfactorily.
Owen Foster, GMCB’s newly installed chairman, was quoted as 

saying: “Vermonters, either through taxpayer-funded health care groups, 
out-of-pocket expenses, copays or insurance, have borne the bulk of those 
staggering numbers [the cost of health care generally]. And for that they 
deserve results.”

Or at least evidence that the organization was on the right path, which, 
according to the last government report, it was.

Board members asked OneCare’s directors to give examples of how the 
organization has saved the health care system money and to justify the 
continuation of its mission. Board member Tom Walsh added: “What I’m 
struggling to fi nd is an outcome that would be meaningful to Vermonters, 
and you may be able to say something like, ‘reduced [emergency 
department] visits.’ Those are outcome measures that matter to patients, 
and I can’t fi nd them.”

The information requested is available, but OneCare’s leadership opted 
not to share it.

OneCare is a small part of the state’s health care system, but the entire 
structure is under attack, and for defensible reasons. Health care costs 
have risen to unsustainable levels and it’s a burden borne by Vermonters. 
It’s oppressive. People want answers. They want to know better times are 
before them.

Last week’s hearing before the regulators was OneCare’s opportunity 
to provide that hope. Or at least a sliver of it. It did not.

It’s a tough environment for regulators and health care providers, 
including OneCare. Neither have a way forward that would cut costs and 
maintain quality in the near term. Regulators have the power to approve 
or disapprove a budget, but they don’t have the power to force providers 
to change course, or to guide the health care system in one direction or 
another. Forcing a hospital to cut its budget is not the same thing as forcing 
a hospital to change its delivery system, or to reprioritize its objectives.

The weakness of the regulatory board becomes the weakness of the 
health care system. In OneCare’s circumstance, that weakness could be 
its demise. It’s not diffi cult to imagine OneCare being forced to close its 
doors with hospitals shrugging their shoulders, returning to business as 
normal.

All because OneCare’s mission is not understood, let alone defended? 
OneCare has to be able to defend what it does - shifting to population 
health and per capita funding - convincing regulators that the end goal is 
the only means by which costs can be cut and quality of health maintained. 
It’s a worthy goal and it’s one that is working its way through the system 
in a variety of different ways, but you’d never know it if it were left up to 
OneCare to tell the story.

The peril in that failure is that it weakens the entirety of Vermont’s 
health care system.

Note: Emerson Lynn is editorial page editor of the St. Albans Messenger.

Keeping it local
FOR THREE DECADES folks interested in growing their own food from hatch to slaughter 

have come together at the Duclos Thompson Farm in Weybridge to process birds just before 
Thanksgiving. Here are Jim and Helene pulling pin feathers from turkeys last Saturday before the 
birds enter the chill tank. Read more about this tradition on Page 13A.

Photo by Jennifer Megyesi

By Anson Tebbetts
As autumn winds down and our Green Mountain fi elds and forests 

prepare to rest, we give thanks for the bounty of the seasons. This week 
and through the holidays, Vermont food will be at the center of the table as 
many of us celebrate with family and friends. 

On the table, a fresh Vermont turkey is paired with buttery mashed 
potatoes and many other sides. Once dinner concludes, our thoughts turn 
to Vermont-grown holiday trees and wreaths. We are fortunate to have so 
much.

 While producing food and forest products, Vermont farmers keep our 
landscape open. Vermont would not be the state we love without our 
farmers; the beauty of the Green Mountain State is expressed through their 
stewardship of land, water, and animals. In winter, farmland sets the stage 
for skiing, snowshoeing, or snowmobiling. Farmers also provide vibrant 
habitat for hunting, with the chance to bag that buck during the fall or that 
turkey in the spring when Vermont turns green again. We are thankful for 
those contributions in every season.

 We are also focused on Vermonters in need. From food banks to gleaners, 
restaurants to community and faith organizations, we are grateful for those 
who donate their time and resources at Thanksgiving and throughout the 
year. We are also grateful for the many volunteers who will spend their day 
preparing and serving a locally sourced meal to those less fortunate.

 Many Vermonters are vulnerable, and farmers are among them. Those 
who work the land are critical to our rural communities; they are stressed 
from unpredictable headwinds, the price of fuel, food, or fertilizer. We 
will continue to support them, help grow their operations, and encourage 
policies that make their businesses more affordable.

It takes a commitment of long hours to get products to our homes, and 
in addition to our farmers, we are grateful for retailers, store employees 
and those along the supply chain who make our Thanksgiving dinners so 
special. 

We are all part of our Vermont community; we are all neighbors, 
supporting each other in so many ways. On this Thanksgiving Day, we 
raise a glass: cheers to our farmers, and all those in the food-based industry, 
for what they give us on this day, and every day.

Note: Anson Tebbetts is Vt. Sec. of Agriculture, Food and Markets.

G iv ing thank s to V t.  f armers
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Monkton, VT Homeowner 
Recommends Bristol Electronics

FREE SITE EVALUATIONS

802-453-2500
BristolElectronicsVT.comBristolElectronicsVT.comBristolElectronicsVT.com

F or ov er 2 0 years we hav e had a goal of  owning a solar system. B ristol 
Electronics helped us to reach that goal by installing a ( 1 6 )  panel system. All 
of  our goals were met. The price was right. The installation and quality of  work  
was prof essional. Most importantly, we hav e not had to pay an electric bill 
since the installation.

C hris mentioned that I could use a roof  rak e to remov e snow f rom my array 
but I taped a cloth mop to a 2 0’  closet rod that I had hanging around. I store 
it under the array and when the array is cov ered with snow I use it to gently 
brush the panels of f . My array starts producing power quick er and I am v ery 
happy with my electric bills.

If  we buy the electric car that we hav e been think ing about, we will hav e B ristol 
Electronics return and add to our system, and cov er the cost of  the added 
electricity. Solar has been a good inv estment f or us.

John & Beverly Teer – Monkton, VT

Eileen Lawson and Joanne Corbett 
provide eldercare counseling

By phone: 802-388-3983
By email: elawson@elderlyservices.org

Worried About Your
Elderly Relative?

month there’s always an election, 
which, depending on your political 
leanings, can really send one into 
a spiral. I know November was 
especially hard for me in 2016.

But there is also something 
beautiful that November offers 
us, particularly those of us who 
have Mexican roots: This month 
allows us to simultaneously grieve 
our losses and celebrate the lives 
of those we miss, and then count 
our blessings. For Mexicans and 
Mexican-Americans, we do this 
by celebrating Dia de los Muertos, 
known to others as All Saints Day 
at the beginning of the month. 
On Dia de los Muertos, we light 
candles and make altars known as 
ofrendas, or offerings, for those 
who have passed on. The idea 

is that they will come back and 
visit during this time (Nov. 1 and 
2), then return to the afterlife. I 
am not sure how much of that I 
actually subscribe to, but I always 
appreciate that moment when I 
can begin the month refl ecting on 
those I love who are no longer with 
me. Doing that with regularity 
allows me to focus on the good 
they brought to my life. And by the 
end of the month, Thanksgiving 
rolls around and my chosen 
family comes over and we share a 
meal together to close the month 
thinking about who is still here 
with us and how fortunate we are 
to have those relationships.

As I have gotten older, my 
attitudes about November have 
changed, although I still don’t 
love the darkness. Instead of 

focusing on how much I have lost 
in my life during this time, I take 
the opportunity to refl ect on the 
beauty of what my dearly departed 
loved ones gave to me and to this 
world, and then I enjoy those who 
are still here. Some years that 
practice is harder than others. But 
for me, having always struggled 
around the holidays, sometimes 
the simple ritual of lighting a 
candle dramatically shifts how 
I experience this particular time 
of year. I hope those of you 
who struggle similarly, can, at 
minimum, light a candle when you 
are feeling blue, and know that you 
are not alone.

Mary E. Mendoza is an assistant 
professor of history and Latino/a 
Studies at Penn State University. 
She lives in Weybridge, Vermont.

Ways of Seeing
(Continued from Page 4A)

Jessie 
(Continued from Page 4A)

Letters to the Editor

School district merger fans, foes share same goals
The Starksboro Save Our 

Schools Committee (SSOS) is 
grateful that so many voters in 
our communities turned out to 
vote and agreed that this is not the 
time to endorse a merger between 
MAUSD and ANWSD. We also 
want to express our respect for the 
hard work of the Merger Study 
Committee, and for the voters 
who endorsed the merger. While 
we may disagree on solutions, we 
acknowledge our school districts 
face many diffi cult problems that 
are not easy to fi x. 

We wish to thank the many, 
many members of the MAUSD 
and ANWSD communities who 
spent much time and energy 
becoming informed about these 
complex issues and engaged in 
helping their neighbors become 
informed. We are hopeful that 
our communities can work 
together, within MAUSD towns 
and across the MAUSD and 
ANWSD districts, to fi nd ways 
to control costs, expand learning 
opportunities for students, and 

increase student enrollment by 
attracting young families to our 
school districts.

In addition, we are encouraged 
to know that the MAUSD 
Administration is continuing its 
work with Nate Levenson on 
implementing the substantial 
cost-saving strategies described 
in the New Solutions K-12 
report prepared for MAUSD. 
We are eager to see how some of 
the results of this work will be 
integrated into next year’s budget.

We believe that whether people 
voted for or against the merger 
we share common goals. These 
include: 

• Solving fi scal challenges 
while slowing tax rate growth.

• Expanding engaging learning 
opportunities.

• Ensuring equity for students.
• Maintaining reasonable class 

sizes.
• Maintaining strong school-

community connections.
MAUSD fi rst proposed to 

close elementary schools and 

merge the two school districts in 
December 2020. Since that time, 
we have seen some signifi cant 
disagreements related to the 
roles of the School Board and 
the Superintendent, and related 
to the relationship between the 
District and the community. Many 
times it has seemed that people 
were talking past each other, with 
little opportunity for meaningful 
dialogue. As a result, many see 
confl ict and division where one 
would hope for collaboration and 
respect. We believe this is a good 
moment in time to build trust and 
to talk about what needs to change 
in order to offer all of our students 
the educational opportunities 
they deserve. We look forward to 
engaging in the work ahead.

Starksboro Save Our 
Schools Committee:

Erin Buckwalter. Denny Casey, 
Nancy Cornell, Louis Dupont, 

Margi Gregory, Neily Jennings
Susan Klaiber, Herb Olson

Chanda Rochon, Chris Runcie

Recent letter about stray cats was appreciated
I’m writing to commend Erica 

Langston on a thoughtful and 
thorough letter regarding the 
factors to assess when considering 
if a cat is truly stray and in need 
of help or if he or she is part of 
a family who chooses to allow 
outdoor time. Erica suggested 
Homeward Bound circulate a 
list of questions for guidance 
in making this determination; 

I would only add to her list 
that a person could also use 
the ever-helpful Front Porch 
Forum to query if others in their 
neighborhood have knowledge of 
the cat’s status.

It is an evergreen debate and at 
Homeward Bound we do believe 
all cats would be indoor-only in a 
perfect world — protecting both 
songbird populations and reducing 

their chances of injury and death 
— but we recognize that we do 
not live in a perfect world and are 
grateful that Erica has provided 
such a respectful contribution to 
the debate.

Thank you,
Jessica Danyow

Executive Director
Homeward Bound, Addison

County’s Humane Society

State GOP must eschew Trump to regain relevancy
The recent election was 

a disaster for the Vermont 
Republican Party.

Out of the 150 House seats, 
Republican candidates won 38 
(25%). Republican candidates 
were successful in seven out of 
30 available seats in the Senate 
(23%). There are zero republicans 
representing Addison County. Phil 
Scott was the only Republican 
that won statewide offi ce, and 
the Democrat candidates easily 
swept the races for the Washington 
House and Senate seats. 

This situation isn’t good for 
the Grand Old Party, and it isn’t 
healthy for Vermont politics. So 
how can this picture be changed? 
Most political pundits suggest a 
majority of America’s voters are 
centrists, in other words moderate 
in their thinking on issues. If 
Vermont was dominantly blue and 
progressive, Phil Scott would not 
have won his race for governor by 
such a large margin. Joe Benning, 
a moderate, libertarian candidate 
for the GOP in the Lt. Governor 
race, wouldn’t have received 
almost 43% of the vote. 

Vermont Republicans need to 
appeal to this centrist group of 
voters. The aura of the National 
Republican Party currently is 
centered around Donald Trump 
and the Make America Great 
Again (MAGA) movement. This 
may play well in some states, 
but not in Vermont, where being 

Republican has been more about 
independent thinking, fi scal 
prudence, common sense, personal 
freedom and responsibility. If 
the Vermont Republican Party 
wants to grow its representation in 
Vermont, it needs to dump Trump 
and rip up the MAGA playbook 
and write its own.

The Vermont GOP’s playbook 
should focus on problems that 
are close to Vermonters, that 
affect their lifestyle, family, 
and fi nances. For example, be 
champions in growing new 
workforce housing.  Make it 
easier for fi rst-time homebuyers 
to realize their dream. Offer ideas 
to address climate change that 
incentivizes green energy, and at 
the same time, denounce carbon 
taxes that penalize lower-income 
people. Look at reducing childcare 
costs and propose a modest paid 
family leave program. These 
policies help our constituents. 

What I am saying is that the 
Vermont Republicans need to go 
on the offensive and be a party of 
solutions. I’ve thrown out a few 
playbook ideas. They may not be 
the ones chosen. The important 
thing is that here is a platform that 
focuses on addressing Vermonters’ 
needs.

Taking a few pages from Gov. 
Scott’s script isn’t a bad idea, 
either. He’s a man of integrity, 
who relies on facts and common 
sense to guide him in decision 

making. He’s removed himself 
from the foolishness and lies of 
the “Trump” Republican party. 
Plus, he races cars and still loves 
to operate front end loaders. If the 
Vermont GOP moved to a centrist 
position, I believe it would attract 
more candidates and gain more 
votes from the middle, without 
losing its base.

Many cite Vermont as the bluest 
state in the nation. The recent 
election would seem to confi rm 
that thought. 

I don’t buy it. Yes, like attracts 
like and many people with leftist 
leanings have come to Vermont in 
recent years. Yet, I believe most 
Vermonters still love individualist 
thinking, their personal freedom 
and respect people who fi gure 
things out on their own. The 
Vermont Republican Party needs 
to act with confi dence in re-
establishing its own identity with 
good, common-sense ideas — the 
“New Old Republican,” if you 
will.

It won’t be easy. It will require 
leadership, the involvement of 
Republicans who have stepped 
back due to today’s environment, 
grassroots development, 
marketing, and money. I think this 
approach will be welcomed by 
most Vermonters and will result 
in the GOP having a greater say in 
Vermont’s affairs.

Fred Baser
Bristol

Some looking for jobs aren’t being given a chance
Once again as I read the 

article “Otter Creek brew pub 
closing after this weekend,” 
before reading I knew another 
Addison County business was 
going to complain about the lack 
of employees for the reason of 
business closing, “A number 
of factors led to this decision, 
including the pub’s business 
trends and the challenging labor 
market…” Could it just be that the 
people running the businesses are 
not that competent? A company 
can save more money by shutting 
down an aspect of the business? 

There are many other reasons the 
business owners decide to close.

I have personally applied for 
over 35 jobs in the Addison 
County area over the years, I have 
a college degree, uninterrupted 
employment history (40+ years 
in the workforce), many skills, 
fl exible way of thinking, and most 
importantly a great work ethic. 
Unfortunately, those attributes 
are “interpreted” as not an ideal 
candidate. They are looking for 
someone younger (can pay a lot 
less) or hire someone out of state 
— after all they spend 2-4 months 

in the hiring process to fi nd the 
ideal candidate only to have that 
person leave after a few years! 
Did they ever think that there 
might be something wrong with 
their hiring process?

Bottom line, this isn’t just an 
Addison County problem, it is a 
U.S. problem. I’m over 55 years 
old, not looking to “climb the 
ladder,” not interested in all of 
the company drama, just want to 
work.

Michael Conroy
Middlebury

Pigs are better people than one of our former leaders

AgeWell offers good guidance on Medicare options
The mail coming to me every 

day from for-profi t private health 
insurance plans advertising an 
alternative to traditional Medicare, 
is overwhelming. I want to be sure 
you know that AgeWell offers 
Addison County Residents over 65 
help in determining your Medicare 
options. It is called the State Health 
Insurance Program (SHIP).

Call 1-800-642-5119. You can 

get a free consultation or take a 
class online.

I would love to hear any 
feedback if you call them. I hear 
that they are unbiased and very 
good in giving you your options.

I want to encourage everyone 
to write Bernie Sanders, Peter 

Welch and Becca Balint that you 
want them to sign a bill now in 
Congress that will ban private 
insurance plans from using 
Medicare in their name, The bill is 
called the Save Medicare Act.

Linda Andrews
Bristol

with everything peeled, boiled, 
mashed, baked, stuffed, seasoned 
and ready to go. Last time, I had 
several hours of calm, uneventful 
downtime before our guests started 
arriving.

I can’t let that happen again.
The only way to prevent such a 

lull is to add more to-dos. That’s 
why I’m sewing cloth napkins — 
as well as a bread cloth in which 
to swaddle my homemade dinner 
rolls. 

If you’re wondering whether I 
really need to make my own dinner 
rolls, I guess I was mistaken: 
Maybe you don’t get me after all. 
If I don’t spend the next three days 

and nights preparing everything 
from scratch, how will we all enjoy 
the seven to 10 minutes it takes for 
us to wolf down our meal? 

My compulsion to turn this 
holiday into a test of my cooking 
and planning skills means that, 
even though the menu has long 
been decided, I continue to fl ip 
through old cookbooks and browse 
the web looking for new recipes I 
can squeeze in before Thursday.

I found one this morning: pecan 
pie bites. These are single-serve 
“pies” made in mini-cupcake 
tins, meaning that preparing them 
requires more work than just 
rolling out a pie crust.

That’s my kind of recipe.

I was texting with a friend 
Monday morning and learned 
that she too would be feeding 
15 people. A Thanksgiving 
overachiever like me, she shared 
her meal plan for the holiday, and 
it was as needlessly ambitious as 
mine. And then she said she was 
making up the bed in the spare 
room for relatives who would be 
arriving from out of town.

Suddenly, it hit me: What’s the 
best way — other than undertaking 
a nonessential and time-consuming 
last-minute sewing project — to 
add more fun and stress to a holiday 
gathering? Have houseguests, of 
course. 

I’m totally doing that next year.

In his Nov. 10 editorial, 
Independent publisher Angelo 
Lynn alludes plainly that, among 
other things, former President 
Trump is someone who has had 
“multiple sexual affairs” and is “a 
sexist, homophobic, racist, white 

supremist pig.”
Pigs mate for life. They are 

among the most intelligent 
creatures that share the planet with 
us. I have never met a pig that is 
sexist, or racist, or homophobic. 
To equate Mr. Trump to a pig is a 

dire insult to pigs. Mr. Lynn owes 
a full-throated apology to all pigs 
everywhere.

Respectfully submitted,
Walter Stugis

Middlebury

Lettersto th e editor
The Addison Independent 

encourages you to write letters to the 
editor. 

We print signed letters only. Include 
an address and telephone number, 
too, so we can clear up any questions.

Send it to: Letters to the Editor, 
Addison Independent, 58 Maple St., 
Middlebury, VT 05753. Or email to 
news@addisonindependent.com.
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FUNERAL
MEMORIAL 
SERVICE
CREMATION
PRE-PLANNING    
 SERVICES

BROWN-McCLAY
FUNERAL HOMES

BRISTOL
802-453-2301

VERGENNES
802-877-3321

brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com

From humble beginnings based on affordable, 
trustworthy services, we have grown into a reliable 
resource your family can depend on. Rooted in our 
traditions, we stay firmly connected to the families 

we serve and the care we provide. We continue 
serving all faiths and all families in the only way we 

know how — by staying true to our heritage.

Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral Home  
117 South Main St. Middlebury, VT  

802-388-2311
sandersonfuneralservice.com

Where Our Roots Are Planted

TRADITION

ObituariesADDISON
COUNTY

Thomas Frederick Crogan Jr., 84, of Middlebury

There is no better time of the year to thank the people who 
contribute to our success. We appreciate those who donate to us, 

teach us, collaborate with us and help us provide care to our friends, 
neighbors and family members here in Addison County. 

Most of all, we are thankful for the trust you put in us when you 
invite us in to care you and your loved ones. Best wishes for a very 

Happy Thanksgiving and a joyous holiday season.
254 Ethan Allen Highway, New Haven

802-388-7259 • ACHHH.org

Thank you!

In Loving Memory of 
David H. Coffin

Nine years ago on 
November 26, 2013, 
David passed away.

He is loved and missed dearly 
by Wife Jane, Mother Sylvia 
Coffin, Twin sister Debbie, 

Sister Nancy, and
Granddaughter Grace. 

All his friends & family 
miss him very much.

BURLINGTON — Tina 
M. (LaFountain) Holmes, 
56, died Tuesday, Oct. 25, 
2022, in Burlington. She was 
born July 17, 1966, at Porter 
Hospital, the daughter of Jane 
(Ryder) LaFountain and Arthur 
LaFountain.

Tine lived in Weybridge for her 
entire childhood and graduated 
from Middlebury Union High 
School

She is survived by her parents; 
aunts Stella Alger and Wilma 
Marcoux; older siblings Mark 
LaFountain, Scott LaFountain, and 
Julie (LaFountain) Schroeder; and 
younger siblings Mary LaFountain, 
Arthur LaFountain, Jimmy 
LaFountain, Melissa LaFountain 
Prouty and Theresa LaFountain.

Contributions in her name can be 
made to the Epilepsy foundation of 
Vermont. ◊

THOMAS FREDERICK 
CROGAN JR.

MIDDLEBURY — Thomas 
Frederick Crogan Jr. passed away 
peacefully Nov. 15, 2022, in 
Middlebury, Vt. Tom was born in 
Boston, Mass., and raised mainly 
in Stoughton, Mass. After proudly 
serving in the United States 
Navy for four years, he became a 
police officer in his hometown of 
Stoughton. He worked his way up 
to Sergeant and was well respected 
by all he served and worked with. 
He served over 20 years on the 
SPD. 

Tom was an animal lover, 
especially dogs. He was especially 
fond of his recent Boston Terrier, 
Bounce. He spent his later years 
working part-time at the Fowler 
Farm in Whiting, Vt. Tom also 
loved fishing, music, reading, and 
seeing his grandchildren.

In his later years, Tom made 
many friends and resided happily 
at Vergennes Residential Care. He 
also received excellent medical 
care from Porter Hospital in 
Middlebury, Vt. The hospital staff 
often spoke fondly of his friendly 
personality and charm. Tom’s 

family would like to thank the staff 
at both Vergennes Residential Care 
and the Porter Hospital for their 
tremendous service and treatment 
toward Tom.

Thomas was predeceased by 
his parents, Mary E. and Thomas 
Crogan Sr. of Stoughton, Mass., 
along with his wife, Barbara Ann 
(Urquhart) Crogan of Middleboro, 
Mass. He is survived by his three 

sons, Daniel and wife Mary C. 
Crogan of Westford, Mass.; Brian 
and wife Mary-Claire Crogan of 
Weybridge, Vt.; and Adam Crogan 
and fiancée Kathleen Casey of 
Milton, Vt. Tom is also survived 
by his seven grandchildren, Haley 
Crogan of Manhattan, N.Y.; Devin 
Crogan of Westford, Mass.; Alyssa 
Crogan of Washington, D.C.; 
Duncan Crogan of Burlington, Vt.; 
Patrick Crogan of Middleboro, 
Mass.; Cameron Crogan of Derby, 
Vt.; and Noah Crogan of Morgan, 
Vt.

Visiting hours will be held on 
Sunday, Dec. 4, 2022, from 10 
a.m. until noon at the Sanderson-
Ducharme Funeral Home, 
located at 117 South Main Street 
Middlebury. 

In lieu of flowers, contributions 
to Dana Farber Cancer Institute can 
be made atwww.dana-farber.org/
how-you-can-help/ways-to-give/

Arrangements are under the 
direction of the Sanderson-
Ducharme Funeral Home. 

Online condolences at www.
sandersonfuneralservice.com.◊

Ann Elizabeth Hodgman, 89, of Addison

ANN ELIZABETH HODGMAN 

ADDISON — Ann Elizabeth 
Hodgman passed peacefully 
surrounded by her three loving 
daughters on Nov. 9, 2022.

She was born on Jan. 9, 1933, 
to George and Rachel Bicknell 
in Burlington, Vt. She received 
her RN degree at Mary Fletcher 
School of Nursing. She married 
Bruce Hodgman, her high school 
sweetheart, on Nov. 17, 1956. 
Together they had four children. 
She was proud to have been a 
nurse for over 30 years, but was 
most proud working with her 
brother, Dr. Donald Bicknell, as 
his office manager and nurse. 

Left to cherish Ann’s memory 
will be her daughters: Suzanne 
(Lee) Hodsden, Sandra Hodgman 
and Donna (George) Badore. She 
will be greatly missed by her seven 
grandchildren: Travis, Jessica 

(Jon), Ali (Jeff), Chelsy (Reggie), 
Sarah (Antonio), Tommy Lee 
(Alexa) and Jeb. She was delighted 
to be great-grandmother to Bryce 

Tina M. (LaFountain) Holmes, 56, 
formerly of Weybridge

Gerald Sabourin, 70, of Ferrisburgh

GERALD SABOURIN

FERRISBURGH — Gerald 
Sabourin left this world on 
Nov. 12, 2022, to begin his new 
journey. He had a strong faith 
and positive attitude. He chose to 
live the remainder of his life in 
joy surrounded by his family and 
friends. He felt truly blessed to 
have so much support

Born in Burlington, Vt., on Dec. 
6, 1951, to Wilfred and Gisele 
(Ouellette) Sabourin, he grew up 
in Addison County and Peru, N.Y. 
Gerald was a Vietnam Vet and 
served in the United States Marine 
Corp from 1970-1974. Married 
in 1974 to Betty (Armell), they 
lived in Ferrisburgh and had two 
children. In 1975 he began his 
career at the UVM Medical Center, 
where he worked for many years as 
a manager of facilities. He retired 
in 2013

Gerald lived life large, he had an 
outgoing and happy personality. 

An avid outdoorsman, he enjoyed 
golfing, hunting and fishing. One 
never to sit still, he always had a 
project going, in which he enlisted 
the help of family and friends

He is survived by his wife of 48 

years, Betty; son, Daniel (Stephanie 
Valley) Sabourin; daughter 
Michelle Deyo; his much-loved 
grandchildren Lydia Sabourin, 
Nicholas and Julius Deyo and 
Alexyss and Alyssa Mackinnon; 
siblings Roger Sabourin, Paul 
(Beverly) Sabourin, Louie 
Sabourin, Carol (Clif) O’Brien, 
Lorraine (Dennis) Gendreau, Mark 
(Vikki) Sabourin and Harmel (June) 
Sabourin. In-laws Ilene (Larry) 
Knox, Lester Armell, Charlene 
(Paul) Gorton, June (Gary) Melillo, 
Mark (Brenda) Armell and several 
nieces, nephews, aunts uncles and 
cousins also survive him.

He was predeceased by his 
father, Wilfred Sabourin; mother-
in-law Rita Armell; and father-in-
law Lester Armell Sr.

Contributions in his name can 
be made to St Jude’s Children’s 
Hospital. Services will be at a later 
date. ◊

and Hailey (Chelsy), James 
and Evan (Jessica) and Cecelia 
(Sarah).

She was predeceased by her 
husband, Bruce, her son, Danny, 
and her brother, Don Bicknell.

Calling hours will be on 
Saturday, Nov. 19, from 4-6 p.m., 
at Brown McClay Funeral Home 
in Vergennes. Services will be 
on Sunday, Nov. 20, at 1 p.m., at 
the Addison Community Baptist 
Church. 

In lieu of flowers donations can 
be made to Addison Community 
Baptist Church (c/o Wendy Bruso, 
37 King Hill Rd, Addison VT 
05491) or to Project Independence 
(c/o Elderly Services, 12 
Exchange St. Middlebury, 
VT 05753). To send online 
condolences please visit www.
brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com ◊

EAST MIDDLEBURY — Due 
to the potential for inclement 
weather the services for Kenneth 
Boyea, who died Nov. 9, 2022, will 

now be at St. Mary’s Church, 326 
College Street in Middlebury. The 
time will remain the same at 1 p.m. 
on Nov. 29.

Kenneth Boyea memorial service

SUBSCRIBE, CALL 388-4944

Agnes Benedict James, 92, of Weybridge

AGNES BENEDICT JAMES

WEYBRIDGE — Agnes 
Benedict James, 92, passed away 
peacefully on Nov. 17, 2022, 
at Shard Villa in Salisbury, Vt. 
The daughter of Arthur and 
Edith Benedict, she was born in 
Middlebury, Vt., on Feb. 11, 1930. 

She was a graduate of 
Middlebury High School and 
Middlebury College in the class of 
1952. She married Stephen James 
of Weybridge on Jan. 5, 1952, and 
lived the rest of her life with him 
on Monument Farms in Weybridge 
Vt. 

Agnes was a dedicated worker in 
many organizations. She was the 
Weybridge Congregational Church 
organist for 40 years and could 
be found in the church kitchen 
working at the Chicken Pie Supper 
and many other church events. She 
spent many years working at the 
Round Robin Thrift Store and the 
Blood Drive in Middlebury. She 
loved her vegetable garden and 
time spent at the family camp on 
Lake Dunmore.

She was predeceased by her 
husband, Stephen and son Timothy. 
Survivors include her daughter, 
Linnea James Everett and her 
husband Bill of Hebron, N.H.; 
son Peter of Weybridge and his 
partner Deb Sherman; son Robert 
and his wife Karen of Weybridge; 
and grandchildren, Chris, Monica 

and Andrew Everett, Tyler and 
Mallory James, and Dan, Ben and 
Katrina James. She was the proud 
great-grandmother of five great-
grandchildren. She is also survived 
by her sister Myrdith McKinley 
and many nieces and nephews.

A special thanks to Amy Cousino 
for all her home care, Elderly 
Services for its continued support 
through COVID, AgeWell which 
provided many years of meals, 
Addison County Home Health 
for its skilled health care, and all 
the caregivers at Shard Villa, who 
provided loving care for Agnes and 
helped her through her last days.

A celebration of life will be 
held at a later date. Burial will be 
private.

In lieu of flowers, donations may 
be made to Shard Villa, 1177 Shard 
Villa Rd., Salisbury, Vt., 05769; 
Weybridge Church UCC 2790 
Weybridge Rd., Middlebury, Vt., 
05753; or Elderly Services/Project 
Independence, 112 Exchange St., 
Middlebury, Vt., 05753.◊

MIDDLEBURY — Governor 
Phil Scott and Jennifer M.V. 
Fitch, Commissioner of the 
Vermont Department of Buildings 
and General Services (BGS), 
have notified the Addison 
County Economic Development 
Corporation (ACEDC) that it was 
awarded $52,760 for six Addison 
County businesses through the 
Building Communities Grant 
Program for projects in Bristol, 
Cornwall, Middlebury, New 
Haven, and Vergennes.

Thanks to annual appropriations 
by the Vermont General Assembly, 
the Building Communities 
program annually awards 
$900,000 in matching grants 
statewide to municipalities and 
nonprofit organizations for capital 
costs associated with the major 

maintenance, renovation, and 
development of facilities in the 
following categories: human 
services, health care and education, 
recreation, and economic 
development. Organizations in 
Addison County were awarded 
a total of $95,980 for all four 
categories for the fiscal year 2023.

ACEDC applied for, was 
awarded, and will administer 
the grants in the economic 
development category in Addison 
County. The grant program requires 
that the funds be essential to the 
project’s success, that projects be 
“shovel ready,” demonstrate job 
creation or retention potential, and 
the business must provide a dollar-
for-dollar match.

For the Fiscal Year 2023 funding 
round, $52,760 was awarded to 
six Addison County businesses, 
through ACEDC, for the following 
projects:

$10,000 for Cyclewise, Inc., 
New Haven, to relocate a storage 
building to allow for expansion of 
the dealership building.

$9,000 for Daily Chocolate, 
LLC, Vergennes, to renovate and 
expand its new space in the former 
Community Bank facility to 
include retail, an updated kitchen, 
and office and staff areas.

$9,000 for Mechanical 
Advantage, LLC, Middlebury, to 
purchase a bar feeder and sub-
spindle to add to a new live-tool 
lathe.

$9,260 for RAD Innovations, 
LLC, Cornwall, for materials and 
labor to add an annex to their 
existing facility.

$9,000 for Satori Vermont, 
Middlebury, to purchase an 
ETHOSX2.0 Microwave Terpene 
Extraction System for Cannabis 
and hemp.

$6,500 for Treeline Terrains, 
LLC, Bristol, to purchase two CNC 
routers to increase production.

“The CNC router machinery 
we purchased with this BGS grant 
has enabled us to double our CNC 
machining capabilities,” said Alex 
Gemme, co-founder of Treeline 
Terrains. “Last holiday season, 
we sold out of topographic maps 
— the machinery ACEDC has 
helped us purchase will allow us to 
keep up with demand this holiday 
season.”

Tamara Boise, owner of 
Cyclewise, said, “I am so grateful 
for the knowledge and support 
from ACEDC; they are a fabulous 
resource. With their guidance, 
we learned about a previously 
unknown opportunity. Our growing 
business can now obtain the space 
it needs to properly support our 
customers and community with 
a welcoming space and new 
products to come.”

Mechanical Advantage owner 
Dave Cole echoed this sentiment. 
“The support we received 
from the BGS grant program is 
critical to our mission to expand 
manufacturing capacity, skill 
development and job retention in 
Vermont,” he said. “The grant will 
enable Mechanical Advantage to 
purchase automation options on 
a high-tech, CNC machine tool. 
ACEDC was extremely helpful 
during the grant application 
process. We look forward to future 
growth with the help of ACEDC.”

ACEDC to distribute $52,760 in grants
Six  local business to benefit from Building Communities program

Send us your pet!
news@addisonindependent.com

Pet of the 
week
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If you want a monument - get it from a monument dealer!

Celebrating 92 years | 1930-2022

57 Main St., New Haven   |   802-453-3433 
CleggsMemorials.com    |   info@cleggsmemorials.com

WE DO OUR OWN
Dra� ing  •  Lettering  •  Sandblast 

Cleaning   •   Foundations
Setting  •  Restoration

EXPERIENCE  |  QUALITY  |  VALUE

Family owned and operatedFamily owned and operated
Addison county’s ONLY full ONLY full ONLY

service monument companyservice monument company

C LEGGS 
M E MORIALS

BARRE 
GRANITE

ASSOCIATION
RETAIL

MEMBER

WIMETT
TRAD

ING COMPANY

802•465•4688

USED

Michael Jackman, 50 Years Experience 
David Wimett, 37 Years Experience
Mark Grant, 9 Years Experience

2668 Route 7 • Leicester, VT 05733 • wimetttradingco@gmail.com

Wimett Trading Company
at the Big White Barn in Leicester

802-465-4688 

2009 TOYOTA TACOMA ACCESS CAB,
VG, auto, loaded 162k miles

$15,995

AFFORDABLE, SAFE & RELIABLE
USED CARS AND TRUCKS

We also buy cars, 
locate specialty orders 

& consider consignments 
Call Dave for an appointment

2009 SUBARU IMPREZA,
AWD, 5 speed, Rhode Island car, 145k miles

$6,995

2014 SUBARU OUTBACK LIMITED,
4X4, auto leather, loaded, 109k miles

$16,995

2017 GMC CANYON XTD CAB,
4x4, V6, only 64k miles

$27,995

More than
 a decadeof delivering Quality!

TURKEY DAY SALE! GOBBLE UP THESE DEALS!

2011 HONDA CRV LX,
AWD, auto, loaded, only 96k miles

$13,995

VERMONT — The Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
will be sending more than $13.2 
million to the State of Vermont to 
reimburse it for the cost of testing 
both the public and government 
employees during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The $13,248,491 Public 
Assistance grant will go to the 
Vermont Agency of Human 
Services for the costs of 
administering 1,792 CUE LAMP 
and 269,629 PCR COVID-19 
tests required for the safe opening 
and operations of state facilities, 
including employees and visitors at 
state buildings, between May 2021 
and March 2022.

That also included inmates, 
staff, and visitors at correctional 
facilities; students, staff, and 
visitors at public and nonprofit 
schools; residents, staff, and 
visitors at nonprofit long-term care 
facilities; and staff, campers, and 
visitors at public and nonprofit 
summer camps.

So far, FEMA has provided 
more than $413 million in grants to 
Vermont to reimburse the state for 
pandemic-related expenses.

Vt. awarded funds
for COVID relief

Warming up
THE MIDDLEBURY RECREATION Center was a hive of activity early this 

month as shifts of Middlebury Rotary Club members and other volunteers 
worked together to assemble the storm window inserts provided by the 
national  non-profit WindowDressers. These inserts are reusable storm
windows applied from inside the home to keep warmth in and cold out.
WindowDressers and the Rotary provide the inserts for free to homeowners
who qualify based on their income and financial situation. Some of the
inserts also go to customers who pay full-fare.
Shown at a Dec. 7 window-building session are, clockwise from below,

Kirsten Coe, Veronica Ciambra, Fran Fraga and daughter Jill Fraga,  Molly 
Robinson and Kirsten Coe, and the Rotary’s Jeff Conrad.

Independent photos/Steve James
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Thank You Customers!
We appreciate your business throughout the season.

Chris and Dianne Bingham
802-453-7751  |  sweetcorn@gmavt.net

“The idea was to give Oberlin 
students the opportunity to find 
out what electoral politics is really 
like,” he recalled.

It was a year-long program 
(2001) that included a summer 
internship, which Andriano chose 
to do at Vermont Democratic Party 
offices in Burlington.

“I was interested in Vermont, was 
thinking about applying to Vermont 
Law School and thought this was 
a great opportunity to check out 
Vermont,” he explained.

His tasks included assisting the 
party with reorganization of the 
town, county and state Democratic 
Committees.

Andriano enjoyed his first taste 
of politics and knew he wanted 
more. But first, he had to continue 
his education and get into the 
workforce. He went on to earn his 
J.D. from Vermont Law School 
and embarked on a teaching career 
before settling into his law practice 
in Orwell, where he resides with his 
wife, Sarah. 

In addition to running a law office 
that focuses on estate planning and 
the formation of employee-owned 
cooperative businesses, 
Andriano co-hosts 
the popular “Orwell 
Bugler” podcast with 
the owner of Buxton’s 
Store, Andy Buxton. In 
it, the pair ruminate on 
local people, places and 
things.

In addition to 
teaching civics and 
law at the high school 
level, Andriano was 
an Assistant Professor 
of Law at Clarkson 
University, an Assistant 
Dean at Loyola 
Marymount University 
and a Professor of the 
Practice at Middlebury 
College. His work in 
higher education has focused on 
law and business ethics.

While he’s only lived in Orwell 
for a few years, he’s become 
very involved in his community. 
He chairs the Orwell Planning 
Commission and Development 
Review Board and is a member 
of both the Addison 
County Regional 
Planning Commission 
and Addison County 
Economic Development 
Corporation boards. 
He also serves as vice 
chair of the Orwell 
Democratic Committee 
and volunteers in other 
capacities as well.
DECIDING TO RUN

Andriano has always 
aspired to serve as a 
lawmaker and decided 
the time was right earlier 
this year when incumbent 
Addison-Rutland Rep. 
Peter Norris, I-Shoreham, 
announced he wouldn’t 
seek another term.

“Public service has always been 
at the center of my life,” he said. “I 
always thought to myself, ‘Is there 
a way I can give more? Is there a 
way I can help more?’”

Andriano knew from the get-

go that his candidacy might 
be a tough sell. In addition to 
being a first-time candidate and 
a relatively new transplant, the 
Addison-Rutland House district — 
which includes Orwell, Shoreham, 
Whiting, Sudbury and Hubbardton 
— has never sent a Democratic 

representative to the 
Vermont Statehouse. 
Voters have during the 
past 15 years elected 
independents, such as 
Alyson Eastman, Will 
Stevens and Norris — but 
no Dems.

Friends and 
acquaintances asked 
Andriano if he’d consider 
running as an independent 
to increase his election 
chances.

“I said that I’ve been 
a Democrat my entire 
life, and I can’t say to 
someone that I’m an 
independent, because it’s 
not the truth,” he said. “I 
want to always be truthful 
with my constituents.”

He decided to stay true to his 
party affiliation and let the chips 
fall where they may on Nov. 8.

“I said to myself, ‘The worst 
that can happen is that (the voters) 
don’t let you (serve),” Andriano 
recalled. “I figured if I run on the 

things I believe, if I run 
on listening to people 
… and find out what’s 
important to them, 
maybe people will want 
to elect me.”

Turns out Andriano 
had the easiest election 
experience of any 
Addison County House 
candidates this year. He 
ran unopposed, with 
no write-in campaign 
waged against him.

“I’m honored and 
humbled,” he said. “I 
really hope I can help.”

He believes he 
can best help his 
constituents by 
embracing a legislative 

agenda centered on making 
Vermont more affordable. That, 
in part, means making housing, 
childcare and health care more 
accessible to all — including the 
young families the state is trying 

so hard to attract and retain.
“I don’t know a single person 

who isn’t struggling right now,” 
Andriano stated in his campaign 
literature. “High housing costs 
and decreased housing stock 
are forcing people to move out 
of the communities they love, 
further away from their jobs, and 
sometimes even out of Vermont. 
I believe we must find ways to 
make housing more available and 
affordable for people who want to 
live and work here fulltime.” 

Andriano conceded he doesn’t 
yet have answers for all the 
legislative priorities on his list, 
which include changing how 
public education is financed and 
making sure communities aren’t 
forced to close their local schools. 
He noted some Addison County 
communities (Ripton, 
Lincoln and Starksboro) 
have already taken 
dramatic steps in an effort 
to safeguard their schools 
from closure.

“We have to look again 
at how we approach 
education funding,” 
Andriano said. “It’s a 
very complex issue and 
I’m not going to pretend 
I have all the answers 
… But what I want to 
be is a voice for rural 
communities to say to 
folks in Montpelier and 
the larger towns, ‘You 
don’t know what you’re 
doing to us.’”

He noted a village 
school — such as 
Orwell’s — is “so much more 
than a school to us than a place to 
educate our kids; it’s a hub of our 
community.”

Andriano acknowledged 
declining enrollment, surging 
education costs and mounting 
maintenance expenses are making 
it tougher to keep smaller schools 
open. But he believes residents 
in most rural towns have decided 
they’re not ready to sacrifice their 
local schools for the potential 
of longer bus rides and a loss of 
community identity.

“I talked to so many people 
during the campaign and this issue 
kept coming up again and again,” 
Andriano said of the importance 
small-town residents place on local 

Andriano
(Continued from Page 1A)

ORWELL DEMOCRAT JOSEPH Andriano of Orwell is looking forward 
to serving his first biennium in the Vermont House representing 
the Addison-Rutland district, which includes Shoreham, Whiting, 
Sudbury and Hubbardton, in addition to Orwell.

Independent photos/John S. McCright

schools. “How can we ignore that 
message?”
MORE CHALLENGES

Here are additional challenges 
Andriano hopes to 
tackle in the Statehouse 
during the coming 
biennium:

• Infrastructure. He 
believes the state needs 
to be more proactive 
fixing and/or realigning 
deteriorating roads 
— particularly Route 
22A.

“Route 22A is a 
two-lane country road 
and we have massive 
trucks barreling down 
it with areas of terrible 
sight lines and sharp 
curves,” he said. 
“Rarely a week goes 
by without an accident. 
VTrans says they’re 
doing something about 

it south of Orwell, but it’s just as 
bad north of Orwell. If it’s going 
to be a major truck route, it needs 
to be fixed so it can be safe for 
truckers and for cars, and it needs 
to happen yesterday.”

• Broadband. “One thing that 
the pandemic taught us is that 
high-speed internet is so much 
more than a way to watch movies 
or look at pictures of cats — it’s 
a way to access education, health 
care, our jobs, and more. As a 
state we are woefully behind on 
broadband, and we need to find 
a way to build out access to last-
mile fiber more quickly.”

• Civil justice reform. “The 
court system touches each and 
every one of our lives. I believe 
that if a governmental institution 
is going to have such power over 
us, it should be accessible and 
understandable to everyone,” 

he said. “We need to invest in 
developing more programs to 
make it easy for people to use the 
court system so they are not at a 
disadvantage if they cannot afford 
an attorney. We also need to be 
teaching civics in our schools so 
that every high school student 
graduates with knowledge about 
how to use the courts.”

• Climate crisis. “I am in 
favor of legislation to mitigate 
the impacts of the climate crisis 
and will insist that any such 
legislation specifically address 
economic inequities. Whether it is 
investing in more energy efficient 
heating methods or encouraging 
greater weatherization, we need 
to make sure no one is left behind 
as we try to find solutions.”

Andriano said he realizes his 
priorities come at a cost. But he 
noted that if Vermonters are asked 
to pay less for basic services, 
they’ll have more to spend on 
other things, which would be an 
asset to the economy.

“When we are talking about 
spending that could result in an 
increase in taxes, the question 
I will always ask myself is if 
this spending will put more net 
dollars in the pocket of working 
Vermonters and small business 
owners in our state,” he said. 

“I believe that spending money 
on things such as universal 
primary care, childcare, heat 
pumps and other such priorities 
can result in more money for 
Vermonters to spend on things 
they want and need. As we all 
know, buying in bulk is cheaper 
than buying piecemeal, and if we 
can buy these things ‘in bulk’ as 
a state, then Vermonters can save 
more money.”

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

Well, it appears that the first 
Cornwall Trunk or Treat event 
held on Saturday, Oct. 29, was 
a well-appreciated success. The 
weather was great, the trunks 
all looked great, and everyone 
enjoyed the town highway 
and fire trucks. The sensory 
and refreshment tables were 
appreciated as well. On the 
other side, the volunteers greatly 
enjoyed seeing all the trick or 
treaters and the costumes.

But these events don’t just 
happen on their own. It can take a 
good bit of effort from conception 
to fruition. Events like this need a 
good number of volunteers. Then 
there’s making sure there’s enough 
candy for all the stations. With all 
that in mind, we’d like to recognize 
the efforts and generosity of all 
who helped to make this wonderful 
event possible.

First, we want to thank 
Champlain 
Valley 
Motorsports 
for allowing 
us to use their 
site for our 
venue. It was 
the perfect spot 
for our first 
time. Next, we 
want to thank 
Kinney Drugs, 
Hannaford of 
Middlebury, 
and a selfless 
local citizens 
for their 
generous 
donations of 

what must have amounted to 
almost $100 worth of candy. We 
want to thank Sunrise Orchards for 
apples, doughnuts, and hot apple 
cider, and Windfall Orchard for 
the cold apple cider. Thank you to 
the Vermont Children’s Museum 
for the sensory activity alternative 
to just taking candy. Thank you 
to our Cornwall Volunteer Fire 
Department representatives who 
brought out the fire truck and our 
town highway department and 
town treasurer for displaying and 
handing out candy at one of our 
town trucks.

Then there are our generous 
volunteers who planned how to 
decorate their trunks and spent 
a gorgeous Saturday afternoon 
setting up and supplying candy. 
The creative variety made for 
a very colorful and enjoyable 
experience. There are too many 
to name all and we don’t want to 
embarrass anyone, but thank you 
all; you know who you are.

We also want to thank the 
First Congregational Church of 
Cornwall, Shiretown Marketplace, 
and Middlebury Natural Foods 
Co-op deli for providing support 
and essential items to our effort.

And finally, thank you to all 
the visitors who came out trick or 
treating. You made all our efforts 
very much worthwhile. We really 
enjoyed seeing all the little bodies 
and costumes.

Ian Ross
Cornwall

Notes
of appreciation
Trunk or Treat
was a success

We’d 
like to 
recognize 
the efforts 
and 
generosity 
of all who 
helped to 
make this 
wonderful 
event 
possible.

“Public 
service has 
always been 
at the center 
of my life. 
I always 
thought to 
myself, ‘Is 
there a way 
I can give 
more? Is 
there a way 
I can help 
more?’”

— Joseph 
Andriano

“I figured 
if I run on 
the things 
I believe, 
if I run on 
listening to 
people … 
and find 
out what’s 
important to 
them, maybe 
people will 
want to elect 
me.”

— Joseph 
Andriano

“What I 
want to be 
is a voice 
for rural 
communities 
to say to 
folks in 
Montpelier 
and the 
larger towns, 
‘You don’t 
know what 
you’re doing 
to us.’”

— Joseph 
Andriano
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Climate matters
Perspectives on Change

32nd in a series
By ANDREW L’ROE

The ginkgo tree at the end 
of my street finally dropped its 
leaves a week before last after the 
overnight temperature dropped 
below freezing. I took note of 
the date and the implications of 
its trend.

Deciduous trees form an 
abscission layer at the base of 
each leaf stalk so that eventually 
the leaf has nothing securing 
it to the plant. The cells of this 
abscission layer are corky so 
that when the leaf falls a scar 
is formed and no living cells 
are exposed to the elements. 
For most deciduous species, 
like maples, oaks and walnuts, 
this usually happens at different 
rates, in different parts of the 
tree canopy over several weeks. 

The hundreds of thousands 
of maple and oak leaves, not to 
mention the innumerable walnut 
and locust leaflets, fell off 
individually over the course of 
the last few weeks, tormenting 
my neighbors and our drainage 
ditches.  

The ginkgo trees, in contrast, 
have a remarkable synchrony. 
In the autumn they change to 
bright yellow all at once. The 
development of their abscission 
layers occurs across all their 
stems at once, so that the heavy, 
fan-shaped leaves fall almost 
in unison, usually in one single 
day. The first hard frost finishes 
severing every leaf, and they rain 
to the ground together, dumping 
a golden blanket directly below 
the spreading branches.

This year, the last leaves fell 
on Nov. 8. 

Last year they fell on Nov. 3.
In 2020 the leaves fell on Oct. 

31.
This isn’t unique to the 

tree on our street. At the 
University of New Hampshire, 

staff members in the Natural 
Resource Department ran a 
guessing contest and have 
kept track of a single gingko 
tree on campus since 1977. 
Rediscovered hand-written 
notes translated into a graph 
revealed that the ginkgo-dump 
day had been sliding forward 
over the ensuing decades. 
Every decade that ginkgo tree 
has lost its leaves an average 
three days later. Researchers at 
the Meteorological Agency in 
Japan found that ginkgo leaf fall 
occurred eight days later in 2000 
than it did in 1953.

It occurred to me 
that my preschool-
age kids will take 
for granted the later 
frosts and leaf falls, 
along with the timing 
of other seasonal 
occurrences — the 
first snow fall, the 
sugar maple buds 
breaking earlier 
in the spring. 
R u b y - t h r o a t e d 
hummingbirds seem 
to be sticking around 
our feeders later, 
but several of the 
neotropical warblers 
that migrate our way 
in early May might 
skip us to go farther north.

This all makes me consider 
the processes that I have taken 
for granted in the natural world 
around me. This is a phenomenon 
that some academics have termed, 
“shifting baseline syndrome.” 
What we think is normal in the 
world around us, often is not, or 
has not been for long. Studies 
have shown that this influences 
our perception of changing 
climates as well whether children 
develop a commitment to 
environmental protection. It also 
makes it difficult to know what 

exactly we’re trying to protect and 
conserve when, as a community, 
we have forgotten what it was 
we had and experienced. As 
Jason Mark wrote in High 
Country News last month, 
“Amid collective amnesia, the 
goals of conservation become 
targets swaying in the dark.” His 
prescription to push back this this 
loss of ecological memory is a 
few simple steps: “Be outside as 
much as you can. Bear witness. 
Make a record. Pass it on.”

I probably wouldn’t have 
noticed the change in ginkgo 

leaf drop if I hadn’t 
started making a 
note of the date 
when I moved to 
this neighborhood 
a few years ago. 
There are so many 
moving pieces and 
things to do and pay 
attention to that we 
inevitably forget 
most of what we see 
and when. It helps 
to write things in a 
notebook, and tell 
friends and family 
about the things 
I’ve noticed and 
changes I’ve seen. 
As Mark writes, 
“Each of us can 

become, in our own modest way, 
an environmental storyteller, 
passing down the oral histories 
of the places we inherited.”

I didn’t experience the 
widespread valley clay plain 
forests, with their oaks and 
maples, ash and shagbark 
hickory. The graceful American 
elms that used to canopy village 
streets. The extensive wetlands 
along Otter Creek that were 
drained for agricultural fields. 
Or even the previously cleared 
lands in the mountains that have 
regrown to full forests. I know 

about 
t h e s e 
t h i n g s 
b e c a u s e 
of the work of the naturalists 
of all types that observed and 
documented the Champlain 
Valley and Green Mountains 
decades and centuries ago. I 
am grateful to them and for all 
the librarians and archivists and 
storytellers that preserved that 
information. And I am blessed 
to live in a community where I 
can learn from the professional 
scientists and citizen explorers 
that continue to interpret and 
analyze the past and present 
landscapes. 

The ginkgo itself, which 
co-existed with the dinosaurs 
millions of years ago, is the 
sole survivor of an ancient 
family of trees. It outlived 
its seed dispersers and nearly 
disappeared in the wild. The 
species may have held on only 
because of the care of Buddhist 
monks in China. It was later 
transported to Japan and carried 
to North America, where it was 
planted as a hardy street-tree.  
One individual eventually made 
its way to the end of a road in 
distant Vermont, where it serves 
as a reminder of the world that 
once was and hints at where we 
might be going. With gratitude, I 
will keep watching and learning, 
and with any luck, pass along a 
few of those lessons to the folks 
that are coming next.

—————
Andrew L’Roe has lived in 

Addison County since 2016, and 
works at the Regional Planning 
Commission. He serves as 
the chair of the Middlebury 
Conservation Commission and 
enjoys getting out on the Trail 
Around Middlebury nearly every 
day.

A late fall & the ‘shifting baseline syndrome’

I probably 
wouldn’t 
have noticed 
the change 
in ginkgo 
leaf drop if I 
hadn’t started 
making a 
note of the 
date when I 
moved to this 
neighborhood 
a few years 
ago. 

MONTPELIER — Cold weather 
has arrived, and bird-feeding season 
as well. According to Doug Morin, 
Vermont Fish & Wildlife’s bird 
project leader, winter bird feeding 
is a good way to attract a variety 
of birds, including purple finches, 
Evening Grosbeaks, and the 
perennial favorites, black-capped 
chickadees and cardinals. 

Morin says that black oil sunflower 
seed is a good overall choice since 
it attracts many different birds, and 
adding food such as thistle can attract 
species not interested in sunflower 
seeds. Leaving late-blooming 
flowers uncut also provides food for 
birds.

While watching your bird 
feeders, you can participate in one 
or more bird monitoring projects by 
looking up the Audubon Christmas 
Bird Count, the Great Backyard 
Bird Count and Project Feeder 
Watch — all three collect important 
information for understanding bird 
populations.

When hanging your feeders, here 
are some tips:

• Keep cats inside. Domestic cats 
are the leading cause of bird death 
in North America, and feeders can 
make birds particularly easy prey.

• Place feeders closer than four 
feet or farther than 10 feet from 
a window. Being close to, or far 
from, a window may reduce bird 
collisions.

• Clean feeders regularly. To 
eliminate harmful bacteria and 
viruses, feeders should be washed 
every few weeks with a 10 percent 
bleach solution, then rinsed and 
allowed to dry before refilling.  

• Feed birds only between Dec. 
1 and April 1 but remove feeders if 
you see signs of bears. 

Feeding birds, even in the winter, 
runs the risk of attracting bears. 
During winter thaws some bears will 
occasionally take advantage of the 
mild weather and leave their den in 
search of food. If a bear visits your 
bird feeder or the feeder of someone 
in your community, it is important to 
take down your feeder for a week. If 
the bear can’t find easy food it will 
quickly return to its winter den.

BIRD FEEDERS OFFER an easy and safe way to interact with 
wildlife but installing them after December 1 limits the potential to 
attract bears.

Photo/John Hall, VF&W

It’s time to fill up
your bird feeders

sending informational postcards to 
legislators.  

“We’re citizens, we’re not experts. 
We’re kind of muddling through 
this together and figuring out what 
we can do,” said 350Vermont 
Community Organizer Connor 
Wertz. “We work kind of on all 
scales, all the way up to the Vermont 
state level. We work locally on 
municipality and town things and 
also exert grassroot political will for 
state-level action.” 

350Vermont, based in Burlington, 
is made up of member-led groups 
around the state that work at the 
local level. Roger White, a member 
of Addison County’s 350Vermont 
group, told attendees more about 
what it looks like to be a part of 
these regional groups. 

“We had meetings with our local 

legislators to get an idea of where 
things stood, of the possibilities 
and particular challenges of climate 
policy in Vermont. We wrote op-eds, 
letters to the editors, we made phone 
calls around particular pieces of 
legislation,” White said. “We began 
to see how change actually happens, 
mainly that it’s very slow and very 
frustrating, but it does happen, and it 
happens more with the more people 
you have working toward it.” 
WHERE WE ARE 

A major focus of the meeting 
how Vermont is currently doing on 
meeting its climate goals. Legislation 
like The Global Warming Solutions 
Act, passed by the state Legislature 
in 2020, has shifted the state away 
from fossil fuel use and reduced its 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

350Vermont organizer Vanessa 
Rule explained the organization 

350.org
(Continued from Page 1A)

is interested particularly in a “just 
transition” away from fossil fuel 
use, one that focuses not only 
on shifting to low-carbon and 
renewable energy sources, but also 
doing so in a way that’s equitable as 
well as effective. 

With that focus in mind, a 
presentation led by Rule explored 
some of the shortcomings of the 
renewable energy sources Vermont 
is currently invested in, as well as 
potential alternatives, particularly 
in the sectors of electricity and 
thermal. 

(See Vermont, Page 11A)
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By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — The Addison 

Central School District (ASCD) 
board has begun discussing 
whether members are due a raise — 
particularly when one compares their 
$500 annual stipend to the nominal 
compensation other Vermont school 
directors receive.

Members of the ACSD school 
board are considered elected 
volunteers and receive a stipend 
that’s largely symbolic, to recognize 
the many hours they spend 
formulating education policy, 
shaping the budget, studying 
facilities and personnel needs, and 
completing the many other tasks 
they are asked to perform.

The $500 stipend, as ACSD board 
Chair Victoria Jette explained at 
a recent meeting, is intended to 
help offset some of the basic costs 
of serving on the board — such as 
paying a sitter, putting a little extra 
gas in the tank and/or grabbing take-
home food following a gathering 
that has gone a little long (and many 
have, of late).

“Obviously, this is not an income,” 
she said.

The ACSD presides over a 
preK-12 system contained in nine 
schools in Bridport, Cornwall, 
Middlebury, Ripton, Salisbury, 
Shoreham and Weybridge. The 
board typically convenes twice per 
month, but members also serve on 
various subcommittees that meet 
independently. There are also retreats 
and special events that school 

directors are expected to attend.
“I do feel like this is a volunteer 

organization, but at the same time, 
I don’t want people to feel like they 
can’t afford to serve on the board and 
have (fi nances) be a barrier to entry,” 
Jette said.

A review of other supervisory 
districts shows the ACSD’s stipend 
for school directors is comparatively 
low.

The Addison Northwest School 
District compensates board members 
at the level of $850 each year, with 
an extra $325 for the chairperson.

In the Mount Abraham Unifi ed 
School District, members receive 
$1,200 annually, with the chairperson 
receiving $2,400.

Patricia Hannaford Career Center 
board members are granted a yearly 
stipend of $1,200, with the chair 
garnering an additional $1,500.

Looking outside Addison County, 
members of the Windham Southeast 
School District (WSESD) Board 
receive $4,000 a year, $6,000 for the 
chair.

WSESD board members made a 
public pitch for $7,000 (and $9,000 
for the chair) in a letter to the editor 
that ran in the Brattleboro Reformer
last February, before 2022 town 
meeting.

“The Act 46 merger, which 
combined four separate school 
districts (Putney, Guilford, 
Dummerston and Brattleboro), 
each with its own board, into one 
district-wide board, has impacted 
the breadth and depth of board 
responsibilities while also increasing 
time commitments to an extent that 
few could have anticipated,” reads 
the pitch, signed by nine board 
members. 

“We understand that stipends 
are far from being the primary 
motivation for serving the school 
district. At the same time, economic 
adversity should not be an obstacle 
for anyone who wants to serve the 
school district.”

An amendment at the annual 
meeting brought compensation to 
the current $4,000/$6,000.

ACSD board member Barb 
Wilson noted the panel she serves on 
has spent time of late talking about 
equity for students. She believes 
it’s time to apply that principle to 
school directors who fi nd fi nancial 
obstacles to service.

“I would like to see there be some 
ability to pay for babysitting, to do 
something that enables others to 
participate on the board so that it’s 
not just folks without kids,” she said. 
“How can we do something to help 
those who need a little bit extra in 
order to participate at a committee 
meeting?”

Jette suggest a “slush fund” 
through which members could 
apply for reimbursement for food, 
babysitting and other expenses 
incurred as a result of the ACSD’s 
meeting schedule.

“So we’re not necessarily across 
the board raising the (stipend) 
amount, but we’re providing access 
to funds so (expenses) are not a 
barrier,” she said.

Lindsey Hescock noted she’s an 
example of an ACSD board member 
who could benefi t from a stipend 
increase. She explained she receives 
an hourly wage and must sometimes 
punch out early to make a committee 
meeting.

“Those are hours I’m not getting 
paid for,” said Hescock, who’s also a 
parent. “Sometimes I have to Zoom 
(ACSD board meetings) because I 
don’t have coverage for my son, and 
I’m not going to spend $50 to $100 
to attend a meeting. I don’t have time 
to get takeout food between work 
and (a board meeting), because that’s 
another half hour I’m not getting 
paid for.”

Hescock stressed she didn’t seek 
an ACSD board seat to make money, 
but would rather not lose any, either.

“Some of the hours I can make 
up by working late, but then that 
cuts into my time with my son,” she 
explained.

She doesn’t think a slush fund is 
the answer.

“I don’t want to have to apply 
for a slush fund; just make things 
affordable for me, so I don’t have to 
(ask for fi nancial aid),” she said.

And Hescock believes a more 
substantial stipend would attract 
others to serve on the board — 
including single moms, families 
with several kids, and other 
underrepresented demographics that 
can’t sacrifi ce income for public 
service. 

Plans call for the ACSD board to 
review a stipend increase proposal at 
its next meeting.

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

By ANDY KIRKALDY
ADDISON — In a General 

Election Day survey, Addison 
residents strongly backed the town’s 
repurchase of its former elementary 
school from the Addison Northwest 
School District for $1.

In all, 209 residents fi lled out the 
survey: 167 of those who responded 
favored accepting the building, 
12 did not, and 30 said they were 
unsure or needed more information.  

Those numbers are posted at 
addisonvt.net and may be found 
along with selectboard and citizen 
comments — including suggested 
uses for the property — under the 
“News and Updates” tab; click on 
the arrow in the box that appears on 
the right as the cursor hovers over 
“Last Modifi ed.”

The next move is up to the 
Addison selectboard. Per the 
ANWSD Articles of Unifi cation, the 
ANWSD Board offered the former 
Addison Central School to the town 
for $1 after the board determined the 
building would no longer be used 
for a district educational purpose. 

The Addison selectboard has 
the statutory authority to accept 
the property, but Board Chair Jeff 
Kauffman said earlier in November 
that board members wanted fi rst 
to either hold a town-wide vote or 
survey residents’ sentiment, and 
they chose the latter.

According to Kauffman, the 
selectboard property will be on 
the board’s agenda for its Dec. 6 
meeting, well in advance of the Dec. 
19 deadline the ANWSD board set 

for the town to buy the property. If 
it doesn’t, ANWSD can put it on the 
open market. 

Kauffman also said in a Sunday 
email that the board would be lining 
up an inspection of the building. 

“Our next step will be to discuss 
the survey and future of the school at 
our December selectboard meeting. 
We are in the process of scheduling 
a walk-through of the facility to 
assess the state of the building and 
what may still there,” he wrote.

The heart of the ACS building is 
68 years old. In all, it encompasses 
about 18,000 square feet, including 
a 1978 addition, and it sits on 6.54 
acres. It became ANWSD property 
after district consolidation was 
approved in 2016. It includes fi ve 
classrooms, an art room, kitchen, 

offi ces, gym/cafeteria with a stage, 
and storage. The structure is insured 
for $3.8 million.

According to ANWSD Board 
Chair John Stroup, the sale won’t 
include any educational property — 
textbooks, art supplies, stationary 
etc. — that would not be considered 
real estate fi xtures in a traditional 
sale. The district is using all those 
items and materials for educational 
materials in the district, he said. 

Stroup added the property is being 
prepped and cleaned for a transfer. 

“We’ve done some work over 
there to try to clean it up. We’ve got 
some things in storage we’ve got 
to move out of storage, things like 
that,” he said. 

Kauffman’s email acknowledged 

ADDISON RESIDENTS INDICATED in a recent survey that they favor the town paying Addison Northwest School District $1 to purchase 
the Addison Central School building, which the ANWSD took ownership of when the fi ve towns joined into a single district six years ago.

Independent photo/John S. McCright

ACSD to consider increase in 
stipends for board members

Survey: Addison residents favor buying school

(See Survey, Page 12A)
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WINTER UNDER CULTIVATION, IS AS ARABLE AS SPRING

- Emily Dickenson
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24 Garfield St., Bristol, VT

December 3 & 4, 2022
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New watercolors, prints, 
calendars, cards & ornaments!

Refreshments!

802.453.8511
deborahholmesart@gmail.com

Please come to a

than in previous decades. 
And Vermont is not the only 

place experiencing warmer fall 
weather. The U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency reports that 
since 1896, fall temperatures have 
increased by about 1.5 degrees 
Fahrenheit across the contiguous 
United States, though temperature 
changes vary from state to state. 
These rising temperatures are one 
of multiple changes in climate the 
EPA has identified, many of which 
have been linked to the human-
caused increase of greenhouse 
gases in our atmosphere. 

Warmer fall weather can be 
problematic for bees, according 
to local beekeepers and other 
pollinator experts. When the 
temperature gets above 50 degrees 
Fahrenheit, bees think it’s a good 
time to leave their hives and look 
for food. But the warmer fall 
temperatures are deceiving because 
there’s limited nectar available for 
bees late this time of year. 

Karen and Gerald Posner, who 
own Ferrisburgh’s Swaying Daisies 
Honeybee Farm, said many of their 
bees have been tricked by the warm 
temperatures this fall. 

“Bees are going out thinking it’s 
springtime and that there will be 
flowers. And they’ve found maybe a 
couple, but it’s not enough,” Karen 
said. “They can’t find enough food 
to survive so what they’re doing is 
eating through their winter stores 
of honey at a rate we’ve never seen 
before.”

Since the bees have been unable 
to find nectar, they turn to the honey 
they’ve stored for winter in their 
hives, which the Posners have tried 
to supplement with homemade 
bee food containing essential oils, 
amino acids, protein and sugar. 

“To date, our colonies have 
already consumed 500 pounds of 
the supplemental sugar and protein 
mix as well as up to 10 pounds of 
honey stores on average per colony. 
This is unlike anything we’ve seen 
in past years,” said Gerald, who has 
been beekeeping since the 1980s. 

Making this food can be pricey. 
The Posners estimate that it costs 
them about $350 to feed 10,000 
bees, and their current population 
of 80,000 bees will grow to over 
1 million by springtime. They’re 
raising money to help cover the 
cost of making food but said 
they’ve already lost 18 of their 
hives, and the impact on 
their small business has 
been substantial. 

“For us, we’re 
watching our bees 
really struggle, and 
we’re just asking for 
people to help us with 
our bee farm,” Karen 
said. “We’ve only had 
our honeybee farm for 
just over two years, so 
it’s really hurting us. 
We are looking into 
possible grants as well; 
we’re going to need the 
help.” 

The Posners are also 
hoping to build more 
resilient bee shelters 
to protect their hives 
from rapidly fluctuating 
temperatures and more intense 
winter winds, other changes in 
weather patterns linked to climate 
change. 
BEEKEEPERS IN OTHER 
STATES

Other Vermont beekeepers have 
been more fortunate this year. 
Charles “Chaz” Mraz of Champlain 
Valley Apiaries said his hives 
haven’t been severely impacted 
by climate change this year, and 
he’s much more concerned with 
how neonicotinoid pesticides are 
hurting the bees.

“Climate change isn’t a positive 
impact by any means. Like the 
warmer weather right now that 
we’re getting, (bees) need to shut 
down for winter,” he said. “But 
the real pressure they’re under is 
created by use of chemicals that 
aren’t needed. (Pesticides) are 
poisoning our environment.” 

Beekeepers in other parts of the 
country are having a harder time 
dealing with the impacts of climate 
change, according to Mraz. He said 
a beekeeper he knows in Florida 
recently lost 300 of their hives 
during a hurricane, and apiarists on 
the West Coast are struggling with 
severe droughts and wildfires. 

“We’ve had hurricanes before 
of course, but it seems like we’re 
having more and more of them,” 
he said. “Certainly, as a Vermont 
beekeeper, we’re very fortunate 
here. If you’re talking about out 
West then I’d certainly say yes, 

climate change has affected those 
out there terribly.”
WORSE FOR WILD BEES 

While domesticated bees are 
certainly struggling, Conrad said 
the impacts of climate change may 
be worse for wild bees without 

someone to feed or 
protect them. 

“The problem for 
the native bees and 
wild pollinators is that 
there’s not an army of 
people out there caring 
for them,” he said. 
“All the indications 
are, from the research 
and the scientists, that 
bumblebees and the 
wild bees are in pretty 
rapid decline right 
now.”

A report on the state 
of Vermont’s bees 
published earlier this 
month by the Vermont 
Center for Ecostudies, 
in collaboration with 
the Vermont Fish & 

Wildlife Department, identified 
55 species of wild bee species that 
face the risk of disappearing from 
the state if targeted conservation 
efforts are not implemented to 
protect them. The report listed 

climate change as one of the 
potential threats these wild bees 
are facing, along with pesticides, 
deforestation, parasites and 
invasive species. 

Conrad acknowledged there are 
some wild bee species increasing 
in population, but the rapid rise 
and fall of various populations is 
another indicator of a destabilized 
climate, rather than a positive sign. 

“That tells you that the 
environmental situation is not 
stable, if you’ve got dramatic shifts 
in populations with some species 
dying out and others increasing 
dramatically,” he said. 
LEARNING FROM THE BEES

Perhaps one ray of hope is that 
Conrad doesn’t believe climate 
change will be enough to wipe 
out all the bees. He said these 
pollinators have proven to be 
resilient during times of change, 
something they has seen a lot of 
during the last hundred million 
years. 

“They’re survivors. Part of the 
reason they survive, I believe, is 
because they learn to work together 
cooperatively,” he said. “Each bee 
on their own can’t survive, they 
work together as a colony.”

Conrad believes the bees’ 
collaborative effort is something 

we’ll need to learn from in order 
to effectively fight climate change, 
largely by reducing our greenhouse 
gas emissions. 

“I think we can learn a lot from 
the natural world, such as from 
bees. We need to start working 
collaboratively, working toward 
the same goal, to stop fighting 
about this or that and just start 
getting focused on what needs to be 
done and then do it,” he said. “It’s 
not just individual actions, we also 
need the policies at the local, state 
and federal level to shift things 
as well. Everything has to work 
together.” 

He stressed there’s no time to 
waste in addressing the climate 
crisis, for both the bees and for the 
planet as a whole. 

“There’s really no adapting to a 
rapidly changing climate,” he said. 
“We can adapt if we stop (climate 
change) getting worse from the 
way it is now, which will not be 
good.”

Bees
(Continued from Page 1A)

FERRISBURGH BEEKEEPERS GERALD and Karen Posner have had to feed their bees hundreds 
of pounds of a supplemental sugar and protein mix after their bees were confused by warmer fall 
temperatures and prematurely left the hive to look for food. The Posners say they’ve lost 18 hives as a 
result of the warmer weather. Photo courtesy of Karen Posner

“The reason we need to focus 
on electricity is because one of the 
major solutions to climate change 
and lowering climate emissions is 
electrifying everything, so we need 
to be thinking about ‘where is this 
electricity coming from?’” Rule 
explained. “Is what we’re doing 
actually lowering carbon emissions, 
and how is it impacting people?”

In the area of electricity, Rule 
noted that a substantial portion 
of Vermont’s electricity relies on 
Canadian hydropower, an energy 
source that uses fast-running water 
to produce electricity. Rule said 
Vermont is the only state in New 
England that counts Hydro-Quebec 
as a renewable energy source, and 
that large hydro is not as “low-
emission” as it might appear.  

“It releases huge amounts of 
methane, as vegetative matter 
decomposes underwater and as 
levels for the dams go up and 
down,” she said. “The other piece 
about Hydro-Quebec is that it’s 
really having a detrimental impact 
on indigenous communities.”

Rule said this negative impact 
happens when mercury is released 
from decomposing biological 
matter into the food chain and when 
changes in the water temperature 
impact the area’s ecosystems, 
making it harder for indigenous 
communities to rely on their 
environment and live according to 
their cultures. 

The presentation also covered 
renewable energy sources used 
in Vermont, its thermal sector 
notably, and the use of renewable 
natural gas (RNG). RNG is sourced 
from organic waste material and 
processed so it can be used to 
replace traditional, pipeline natural 
gas. It’s commonly used for heating 
homes and considered a greener 
alternative to oil. 

Rule said there are drawbacks to 
using RNG, specifically the fossil-
fuel intensive method of processing 
it and the negative impacts that 
large landfills have on neighboring 
communities. She stressed there’s 
an opportunity for the state to invest 
in cleaner, more sustainable ways of 
heating homes. 

 “We have choices. That’s money 
that we’re putting into fossil fuel 
infrastructure instead of investing 
in solutions that we know are going 
to decrease energy demand and 
provide longer-term, affordable 
solutions,” she said. 
WHAT CAN BE DONE 

After identifying areas of 
improvement, the presentation 
highlighted some of the ways 
Vermonters could help implement 
some of the changes the group wants 
to see. Rule emphasized a need to 
kick weatherization campaigns into 
high-gear and to supplement those 
efforts by installing heat pumps 

powered by clean energy sources. 
Wertz then shared some of 

the work 350Vermont members 
are doing to focus on areas of 
improvement in Vermont’s energy 
policies and to push for real change 
in how the state works toward 
its climate goals. He noted this 
work focuses on finding equitable 
policies.  

“At 350Vermont, we really strive 
to center justice in all of our decisions, 
and that includes who’s being 
affected by our energy decisions. 
So, how do we create policy that 
protects our low- and moderate-
income households against rising 
energy costs,” he said. “We think 
we can make this transition while 
prioritizing the health and wellbeing 
of all Vermonters.” 

Wertz said 350Vermont 
volunteers have been working on 
legislation such as a Renewable 
Energy Standard reform bill that 
would prioritize creation of more 
in-state renewable energy sources 
like community solar. Other bills 
in the works support networked 
geothermal, which essentially forms 
a system, or network, of ground-
sourced heat pumps as an alternative 
to natural gas use, and legislation 
that would encourage landlords to 
weatherize their properties. 

A couple of Addison County 
legislators attended last week’s 
meeting, including Rep. Caleb 
Elder, D-Starksboro. Elder 
said he appreciates the work 
350Vermont volunteers are doing 
and feels legislation like a reformed 
Renewable Energy Standard (RES) 
bill is a necessary focus. 

“We’ve got a huge task ahead of 
us, but this is the way to do it, to 
open the RES back up and make it a 
real RES because right now, all of it 
does is put the brakes on an industry 
that was moving too fast for the 
regional planning commissions, and 
that’s not enough,” he said. 
HOW TO GET INVOLVED 

Toward the end of the meeting, 
Rule shared with community 
members how they can get involved 
in the network of 350Vermont 
volunteers pushing for more 
effective and just energy policies. 
She explained an important part of 
that work is spreading the word to 
more Vermonters. 

“We need to grow our movement, 
we need a whole lot more people 
that are engaged and informed,” 
Rule said. “Depending on your 
level of interest, you can engage in 
multiple ways.” 

Interested Addison County 
residents were invited to attend 
the 350Vermont Addison County 
group’s weekly meetings, which 
take place Tuesdays at 5 p.m. Those 
interested in getting connected to a 
350Vermont group are encouraged 
to contact Wertz at connor@350vt.
org. 

Vermont
(Continued from Page 9A)

The 
temperature 
in Cornwall 
reached 
66 degrees 
Fahrenheit 
on Nov. 6, 
approximately 
26 degrees 
warmer than 
the daily 
average 
temperature 
there on that 
day over the 
past 30 years.
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communication from ANWSD 
about what will or will not be 
included, and about sale prep.

“We were informed via letter that 
‘materials and supplies formerly 
located in the building are property 
of ANWSD and are in use by 
the educational programs of the 
district...’ (The Articles of agreement 
required the towns to surrender real 
and personal property to the district, 
but they only have to convey real 
property back to us),” he wrote.

“Currently, they have been 
observed removing items from 
the school that ‘are in use’ such as 
Frisbee golf stations from the yard. 
I have a bad feeling the cleaning 
Chair Stroup referred to is … more 
in line with ‘picking it clean.’ Seems 
odd to me that a district in numerical 
decline really needs all the personal 
property from the building.”

Addison pupils began attending 
Vergennes Union Elementary School 
in the fall of 2020 after a district 
decision that was not universally 
popular in the town. More recently, 
the former ACS housed a multi-
district special education program 
administered by ANWSD. But that 

program moved to Middlebury at the 
start of this school year, prompting 
ANWSD’s offer of the property 
back to the town. 

A potential string attached 
to the $1 sale would come if 
Addison accepts the property and 
then chooses to resell within fi ve 
years. According to the Articles of 
Unifi cation, ANWSD would be 
entitled to the return of any of its 
investment in capital improvements 
to the structure, and Stroup and 
Kauffman acknowledged the district 
paid for about $206,000 of upgrades 
in 2019 and 2020.

Stroup said the current ANWSD 
board could not answer questions 
for how a future board would 
respond to questions on whether the 
value of those improvements might 
be depreciated if the town re-sold 
the building, or if the district might 
even forgive that clause. 

“We’re not going to participate in 
that discussion,” he said. 

The selectboard also noted on the 
website that “ANWSD estimates that 
the building cost and maintenance 
for one year is $100,000. That 
included an operational school and 
full-time custodian. We anticipate 

that it will be much less than this per 
year.”

The selectboard also stated it has 
not “put out any feelers for interested 
businesses at this point, and we are 
open to viable options for use of the 
building.”

Residents came up with a long 
list of potential uses in their survey 
comments, including: 

“Theater/performances, play 
groups, community needs, childcare/
daycare elderly services/nursing 
home/senior living, community 
meals/events, homeschool coop, 
special ed career center, parties 
in gym, meeting hall, community 
center, school/private school, 
entertainment/recreation/volleyball 
/exercise.”

Also, “playground, library, study 
space, conference rooms, reopen 
ACS, sell it and use money for town, 
sell for development/tax it, sell it 
to pay for town hall restoration, 
assisted living facility, migrant 
worker services, shelter, refugee 
services, low-cost apartments, 
historical society, rent gym and 
kitchen, housing, offi ce rental 
incubator center, athletic fi elds/
events and craft fairs.”

Survey 
(Continued from Page 10A)

By MARIN HOWELL 
NEW HAVEN — The town of 

New Haven, in collaboration with the 
Addison County Regional Planning 
Commission and Vermont Agency 
of Transportation, is exploring 
ways to make Munger Street safer 
for bicyclists and pedestrians. The 
ongoing scoping study is part of a 
larger effort to establish a bike loop 
connecting Bristol, Middlebury 
and Vergennes, partially through 
New Haven, largely by improving 
country roads to provide safer spaces 
for cycling. 

Doug McKain, a member of the 
Walk-Bike Council of Addison 
County and a member of the study’s 
project team, said the study aims 
to be model for other towns eyeing 
how they can make roads safer for 
cyclists, pedestrians and drivers. 

“My hope is whatever comes out 
of this study could be pointed to by 
other towns and other sections on 
the bike loop and say, ‘This is what 
would be nice to do, this is what 
works,’” he said. “You have to start 
somewhere, and New Haven was 
willing to take the lead on it.” 

Plans for a tri-town bike loop took 
off in 2018, when three Middlebury 
College students built off the work 
of VTrans, county municipalities 
and the Walk-Bike Council to map 
a tri-town bike loop for their senior 
seminar in environmental studies. 
Through focus groups, online 
surveys and other research methods, 
they determined the best routes 
for a cycling route connecting the 
county’s largest towns. 

The group’s research helped 
New Haven and Vergennes secure a 
$35,000 Municipal Planning Grant 
from the Vermont Department 
of Housing and Community 
Development to develop a master 
plan for the tri-town bike loop, 
which was published in June 2020. 
Among other things, the master 
plan highlighted how certain roads 

on the routes could be improved 
to provide safe spaces for drivers, 
pedestrians and cyclists. These 
recommendations included 
widening the shoulder of roads like 
Munger Street, which serves as a 
corridor connecting Middlebury 
with New Haven and Bristol.

The scoping study underway will 
follow up on these recommendations 
and identify ways for making the 
road safer for bicyclists, specifi cally 
on the three-mile stretch of Munger 
Street in New Haven that runs 
between Cobble Road and River 
Road.  

Larry Buck, a member of the 
Walk-Bike Council and of the study 
project team, said Munger Street is 
the fi rst road to be studied in relation 
to the Triangle Bike Loop.  

“It’s one of the easiest roads to 
do a scoping study on because there 
aren’t a lot of twists and turns,” he 
said. “We’re trying to do the easy 
road fi rst and then we can work on 
the harder ones.” 

The town of New Haven received 
another municipal grant to fund the 
scoping study. The ACRPC has 
hired transportation engineering 
consultant Fuss & O’Neill to conduct 
the study, exploring possibilities for 
widening the Munger Street shoulder 
and other methods for slowing traffi c 
and improving bicyclists’ safety on 
the road. 

Some of the possibilities include 
widening the road’s shoulder and 
creating an advisory bike lane, 
which creates a preferential space 
for bicyclists on either side of the 
road. Buck said advisory bike lanes 
are used in Vermont municipalities 
like Burlington but are harder to 

implement.  
 “It’s not that it has never been 

done but it’s still in an experimental 
stage. I could say it’s a long shot to 
get it done but it’s still a way to slow 
traffi c and increase bicyclist safety,” 
he said. 

Fuss & O’Neill’s fi ndings 
are expected to be presented in 
March, after which the New Haven 
selectboard will decide whether to 
proceed with the project. Buck said 
there’s a lot to be considered, and 
community members likely won’t 
see changes to Munger Street for a 
while. 

“We’re just trying to fi gure it out, 
but we are moving forward. It could 
take fi ve or 10 years before we get 
anything actually on the road,” he 
said. 

And there’s other work to be done 
in establishing a tri-town bike loop. 
Next steps include installing signage 
along the route. McKain said proper 
signage will play an important role 
in alerting people to the route, which 
Triangle Bike Loop planners hope 
will reap long-term benefi ts for the 
community. 

“We thought about it in terms of 
recreational cycling, bike tours or 
tourists that come to Vermont with 
their bicycles, giving them a route 
to follow that becomes safer and 
more enjoyable as we improve it 
over time, the benefi t of tourism is 
the dollars that would bring into the 
various communities,” McKain said. 
“We’re also thinking about it in terms 
of commuting, if someone lives in 
Vergennes and wants to commute to 
Middlebury this is a route that they 
could take that would be a safer way 
for them to go.” 

New Haven 
explores 
street safety 
upgrades

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — The Vergennes 

City Council looked at a rough draft 
of a possible redesign of city hall 
offi ce space at its Nov. 15 meeting. 
The reworked layout could move 
the offi ce’s customer service 
counter out to the edge of the 
hallway that now runs to the right 
of the city clerk’s offi ce and leads to 
the city manager’s offi ce to the rear 
and add a service window.

It would also create more and 
better workspace for city employees 
and those who need access to city 
records, such as attorneys and 
real estate professionals, said City 
Manager Ron Redmond, who 
presented the draft fl oor plan to the 
council.

Redmond said he didn’t have cost 
estimates, but some of the COVID 
money still due the community 
could be used to fund the work.

Redmond also suggested moving 
his offi ce from the right rear of the 
building into a smaller space just 
in front of it, thus creating a bigger 
meeting room. 

He suggested making use of 
a second vault for storing some 
materials that are not often 
used, a vault that could only be 
reached through the Vergennes 
Partnership offi ce at the front right 
of the building, near the entrance. 
Redmond has run the idea by 
partnership offi cials. 

He said having a glass service 
window at the front of the clerk’s 
offi ce would be more “customer 
friendly” by eliminating the door, 
which is usually closed, that 
separates the offi ce from the public. 

And, he said, removing the large 
counter that now greets members of 
the public would open up room in 
the work area.

“We’re trying to create more 
space,” he said, adding he hoped 
renovations would also create work 
stations that would be “a little bit 
more modern” and effi cient.

In discussion, Councilor Mel 
Hawley said moving the manager’s 
offi ce could mean losing the 
“buffer” of having other city 
employees let visitors know if the 
manager had others already in the 
offi ce, and was not sure if the cost 
of moving a wall was worth it. 
But, he said, “I do like this window 
idea.”

Other concerns included what 
might be a work station that partially 
obstructs the existing handicap 
access at the rear, and councilors 
want to make sure access to the 
second vault could be assured. 
Redmond said he expects that and 
similar issues could be addressed in 
future plans.

Mayor Matt Chabot encouraged 
further proposals, but suggested 
Redmond consider councilors’ 
concerns.

“I would ask that they include 
some of this discussion,” he said. “I 
agree that city hall could continue 
to evolve.”

In other business, the city council:
• Heard from Vergennes Fire 

Department offi cer David DiBiase 
that the department will need to 
replace two trucks over the next 
few years, at a cost that could range 
from $1.365 million to — if a 15% 
contingency is included — about 

$1.57 million, assuming they are 
purchased new.

Councilors were generally 
supportive, but said the department 
should explore the used market 
before recommending a bond for 
new equipment. The trucks that will 
need replacing, DeBiase said, are a 
tanker truck the department bought 
new in 1994 and a heavy rescue unit 
purchased used in 2009 that was 
seven years old at the time. 

DeBiase and councilors agreed 
the market for used fi re and rescue 
trucks is now problematic, and also 
that at some point, with a major fi re 
bond expiring in December 2025, 
it would be probably be time for 
another truck bond.

“The trucks will need to be 
replaced,” DiBiase said. “At some 
point we’ll need to go down that 
road.”

• Agreed to spend up to $20,000 
from the Watershed Reserve Fund 
to supplement a $159,979 grant to 
complete a link of the “Connector 
Trail” that when fi nished will run 
throughout Vergennes and connect 
all its parks and recreation facilities. 

The link in question lies on city- 
and school-owned land east of New 
Haven Road and south of Vergennes 
Union Elementary School. A 
Vermont Outdoor Recreation Grant 
of around $160,000 was originally 
intended to fully fund the work, 
which includes spanning a small 
wetland. But the bid, after infl ation, 
came in at about $175,000, and 
councilors agreed to add the 
Watershed funding to ensure the 
project can be done. 

City offi cials look at rearranging 
Vergennes municipal offi ces

A SCOPING STUDY of Munger Street in New Haven will look at 
possibilities for making the road safer for bicyclists. Among the 
possibilities is widening the road’s shoulder by up to four feet, 
giving bicyclists more room on the road, as shown here. 

Photo courtesy of SE Group
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DEADLINE FOR ACCEPTANCE IS DECEMBER 16. 

NAMENAME

SPONSORED BY Desabrais Glass

The Middlebury Lions Club informs those 
who wish to memorialize the names of their 
deceased relatives and friends on this year’s 
“Christmas Memory Tree” that they may do 
so by the donation of a dollar for each name 

and forwarding the names to the:
Middlebury Lions Club

P.O. Box 5
Middlebury, VT 05753

The Lions suggest each name
be typed or printed so

as to be legible. 
Please use below or attach a 
separate list for more names.

Due to size & age, the memory 
tree at Court Square is being replaced with a 
healthier, younger tree of the same species, so 

that we may effectively continue the memory tree campaign.

Turkey farmers
(Continued from Page 1A)

By JENNIFER MEGYESI 
I don’t have any turkeys to bring 

for processing this year at Tom 
Duclos and Lisa Thompson’s farm 
on Sheep Farm Road in Weybridge. 
But I do have a guinea hen, one 
who’s been attacking my beautiful, 
black-crested Polish rooster named 
Wayne, who I bought this year at 
the Tunbridge World’s Fair. 

Tom would have loved to have 
picked on me about bringing that 
guinea hen — he picked on my 
free-range turkeys that I’d brought 
for 23 years from Fat Rooster 
Farm in Royalton. I grew them 
for specialty customers, who read 
Martha Stewart and Chris Kimball 
recipes calling for 13-pound 
birds — not the same recipes for 
the birds Lisa and Tom grew, 
some as large as 45 pounds, and 
averaging 26 pounds. Spectacular 
birds that Tom and Lisa marketed 
locally, but also in New York 
City and elsewhere. Renowned 
for their creamy yellow fat-lined 
tender flesh, these birds are not for 
calorie counters in the crowd. Tom 
died last December, and now Lisa 
continues the tradition.

We gathered at the farm this past 
Saturday, Nov. 19, to once again 
process turkeys.

I have been visiting the farm 
since the age of eight years, a 
spring ritual that my parents would 
make, to bring me and my sisters 

to see the lambs. It was once part 
of the UVM farm, and then later as 
a teenager I’d visit when Tom had 
a freshwater fish store at the house. 
In my mind, it was simple: Tom 
could get things done, but Lisa 
kept things going. A perfect team, 
and a couple who propelled me 
into a farming career.

The farm is on the outskirts 
of Middlebury, slowly being 
encroached upon by houses, all 
constructed to look like barns, all 
looking a little out of place to me, 
near the ancient yellow sheep barn 
and the tiny white farmhouse where 
Lisa and her Australian cattle dogs, 
Tali and Pip, live. There is also a 
long-haired, tannish-yellow cat 
there, who reminds me of the one 
in the rom-com “Sweet Home 
Alabama.” How it is still alive is a 
mystery, but I swear it’s been there 
the last 30 years.

It’s also been over 30 years that 
folks have gathered on the farm 
and processed turkeys for the 
holiday. It’s a tradition that, once 
you’ve become indoctrinated, no 
one wants to quit. We all joke about 
figuring out how to get fired, but 
every year, we gather, we process 
our birds, and we celebrate the fact 
that our community of people is 
joined together by this common 
goal of wanting to raise something 
from hatching to slaughter, with 
no outside interference, and with 

respect for what we raise, at this 
farm.

We mostly avoid politics. We 
don’t talk much about religion. We 
do talk about our families, what 
they’re up to, who’s died, who’s 

been born, who’s married, who isn’t 
any longer. The common thread is 
Lisa and Tom, and what they’ve 
given us these many years, which is 
the ability to blend individuals with 
different backgrounds, different 

beliefs, different life situations into 
a group who cares about a farm 
and a tradition of growing our own 
food in celebration of what we are 
thankful for. 

Happy Thanksgiving. Happy 

Indigenous People’s Day.
Editor’s note: Jenn Megyesi 

grew up in East Middlebury and 
is author of “The Joy of Keeping 
Chickens, Duck and Turkeys” 
among other books.

Weybridge farm creates 
Thanksgiving memories
Cooperative effort continues after a loss

14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDDLEBURY, VT  |  802-388-3371

OPEN TUESDAY—SATURDAY, 7AM-4PM
SUNDAY 8AM-2PM  |  Closed Mondays OtterCreekBakery.com

Brave the cold with familiar faces 
under our enclosed porched!  

Stay tuned for expanded outdoor 
seating under cover! 

Brave the cold with familiar faces 
Baby it’s cold outside...

half of which are sold during the 
month of November. The rest of 
the birds are processed into value-
added products like ground turkey 
and sausage after Thanksgiving. 

The farm raises their poults in 
batches, buying the birds from 
hatcheries in Canada and West 
Virginia throughout the year. Stone 
said Stonewood Farm was able to 
find the number of birds it needed 
this year, though the process was 
a little different after an ongoing 
outbreak of the avian flu hit one of 
the hatcheries he buys from. 

The highly contagious virus is 
typically a lower risk for humans 
and wild birds but is deadly for 
domesticated birds. Earlier this 
month, the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention reported 
that this year over 49 million 
birds throughout 46 states have 
been killed by the avian flu or 
after having been exposed to it, 
a number slightly lower than the 
50.5 million birds that died during 
the largest outbreak of the avian flu 
back in 2015. 

“If you have avian flu, you lose 
your flock. The avian flu out West 
messed up our hatchery in Canada. 
We have another hatchery we work 
with, and they happened to have 
enough birds for us, but it changed 
things in terms of how we were 
able to get our birds and when,” 
Stone said. 

Though Stonewood Farm was 
able to get the birds it needed, 
Stone said his business has been 
selling fewer turkeys this year. 

“Our sales are down for some 
reason,” he said. “Other than the 
(increase in) price I can’t think of 
why.”

Stone estimates the price of 
Stonewood’s turkeys has gone 
up around 5-10% this year, an 
increase that reflects how raising 
turkeys has been more expensive 
this year. The farm has spent more 
money in 2022  on everything from 
buying grain to heating the barns, 
resulting in a 20% higher input cost 
to produce Stonewood’s birds. 

Stone said, thankfully, not all 

trouble finding workers this year. 
WILD TURKEYS 

It was a good year for Vermont’s 
wild turkeys, according to Vermont 
Fish & Wildlife Department 
wildlife biologist Chris Bernier. 

“The population is as healthy as 
it’s ever been; we have birds all 
across the state. It’s a widespread 
population and very abundant,” he 
said. “Vermont is an awesome state 
for turkeys. We have the variety of 
habitats the birds really need.” 

Vermont’s wild turkeys rely on 
a combination of habitat types, 
including both hardwood forests 
and open fields. Bernier said 
Addison County provides a good 
balance of these habitats and is 
home to plentiful flocks of wild 
turkeys as a result.  

“They make good use of the 
agricultural lands in Addison 
County because you have the little 
islands of hardwood forests that 
really set up a nice mix of habitats 
that the turkey rely on,” he said. 
“(The county) has a relatively mild 
climate that they do well in during 
the winter.”

A healthy crop of wild turkeys 
has yielded an abundant harvest 
this year. The last of Vermont’s five 
turkey hunting seasons wrapped up 
earlier this month, and Bernier said 
the totals Fish & Wildlife officials 
have been seeing indicate a good 
year for the state’s turkey hunters.   

“It’s been a banner year, which 
isn’t surprising given the health of 
the population,” he said. “There’s 
been about 6,000 birds harvested 
… throughout 2022.”

Bernier said if you were to 
measure this year’s turkey harvest 
in terms of the average serving size 

for meat (around 4 ounces), you’d 
have enough wild turkey to feed 
140,000 people. He believes that 
number is particularly good news 
considering 60 years ago Vermont 
didn’t even have wild turkeys. 

In the 1800s, the extensive 
clearing of Vermont’s forests 
pushed the wild turkey population 
to extinction. The birds were 
reintroduced to the state in 1969, 
and as of last fall Vermont’s wild 
turkey population had grown to 

of Stonewood Farm’s sales have 
declined this year. 

“It seems to be just the sales 
within Vermont, the out-of-state 
sales seem to be holding up pretty 
good,” he said. “There are lots of 
people calling to come buy directly 
from us.” 

Another positive is that the farm 
hasn’t struggled to find workers 
this year, even as other employers 
experience staffing shortages. In 
addition to Stonewood’s handful of 
fulltime employees, the farm hires 
seasonal workers from Jamaica to 
help with the busy Thanksgiving 
season, during which birds are 
processed from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
seven days a week. Stone said 
since the farm hires through an 
H2A visa program, it’s had no 

around 45,000. 
Bernier said the health of 

Vermont’s wild turkey flock is 
something to be thankful for this 
Thanksgiving season, especially 
given some Vermonters will be 
preparing to enjoy the wild turkey 
they harvested earlier this year. 

“(Wild turkeys) are locally 
sourced, free-range birds that 
connect people to their backyards 
and put food on their table in a 
sustainable way,” he said. “That’s 
definitely a story worth celebrating 
when we sit down at the table this 
year and give thanks.”

SOLOMON  LAWRENCE

ELEVEN-YEAR-OLD Quinton Gero, above left, carefully transports a turkey to the processing floor during the annual community turkey 
processing day at the Duclos-Thompson Farm this past Saturday. Above right, veteran turkey processors Karen (background) and Ruth have 
been part of the community harvest for three decades. Friends and kindred spirits have come together at the Weybridge farm for more than 
35 years to complete the cycle of raising poultry for the holidays and getting it ready for consumers.

Photos by Jennifer Megyesi

A FLOCK OF Stonewood Farm turkeys meander around their pen late last week. Each year the Orwell 
farm raises and processes around 34,000 of these birds, selling half of them throughout November and 
using the rest to make products like ground turkey and sausage. 

Independent photo/Steve James
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If  you’re not sleeping,  
maybe you’re doing it wrong.

   

MAUI™
MEDIUM

      Twin Set ...... $849
     Full Set ........... $949
      Queen Set ........... $999
   King Set ............... $1399

Simmons Beautyrests are designed to bring you better quality sleep – 
so you’ll have more energy the next day.

   
      Twin Set ...... $895
     Full Set ......... $1095
      Queen Set ......... $1299
   King Set ............... $1699

CAYMAN™
EXTRA FIRM

  

L-CLASS™
MEDIUM

      
     Twin Set ....... $2599
    Full Set ............ $3099
   Queen Set ............ $3299
 King Set ................. $4099

  

L-CLASS™
FIRM

    
       Twin Set ........ $2299
    Full Set ............ $2799
    Queen Set ........... $2999  
King Set ................. $3799

  

L-CLaSS™
PiLLow ToP

    
     Twin XL SeT .... $2999
    FuLL SeT ............ $3299
    Queen SeT ............. $3599
  King SeT ................. $4399

  

C-CLASS™
FIRM

      Twin Set .... $3199
     Full Set ......... $3599
      Queen Set ......... $3899
   King Set ............... $4799

  

C-CLASS™
MEDIUM

    
      Twin Set ...... $3199
   Full Set ........... $3599
      Queen Set ......... $3899
   King Set ............... $4799

1-800-261-WOOD
802-388-6297

• FREE Delivery
• FREE Set-up
• FREE Removal

    www.woodwarevt.com 

FREEDELIVERY

Route 7 South • Middlebury VT  •  Hours: Monday-Saturday 9-5, Closed Sundays

Motion 
Separation 

Index

170
Super pocketed coil™ SpringS
the gold Standard in undiSturbed reSt.

All Simmons® mattresses are built 
so well you never have to flip them

for the life of the mattress.

Town meetings
(Continued from Page 1A)

Union High School auditorium.
Moreover, the report provides 

the community with alternatives 
for conducting the business of town 
meeting should circumstances 
prevent a large gathering of people 
again.

“Future emergencies may not 
relate to a health crisis; there are 
other scenarios in which a meeting 
may need to be conducted in other 
than our customary venue,” the 
working group states in its report. “It 
may be a decision that can be made 
well in advance, or it might be a last-
minute requirement. In any event, 
Middlebury wants to be prepared.”

It was early this past spring that 
the working group launched its 
effort to “identify and fully explore 
all the town meeting options for 
Middlebury,” and report back to the 
selectboard on ways the community 
could quickly pivot to other venues 
and/or ways of conducting town 
business should a new pandemic or 
other emergency materialize.

“There are a number of different 
scenarios that might prompt this,” 
said Douglas, citing as an example 
the 2007 train derailment in 
downtown Middlebury.

“If for some reason the entire 
village area were unavailable, we 
thought it would be good to have an 
option that’s some distance away,” 
he added.

Douglas served as Middlebury’s 
town moderator for 33 years prior 
to ceding the gavel to Shashok. The 
town meeting working group also 
includes Middlebury Town Clerk 
Ann Webster and Kurt Broderson, 
executive director of Middlebury 
Community Television.

Members spent this past summer 
visiting 10 venues that seemed well 
suited for hosting town meeting in 
a pinch. They included Middlebury 
American Legion Post 27 at 49 
Wilson Road; Middlebury College’s 
Dana Auditorium and Wilson Hall; 
gyms at MUHS, Middlebury Union 
Middle School and Mary Hogan 
Elementary School; the MUHS 
football field; the Memorial Sports 
Center at 296 Buttolph Drive; the 
Middlebury Recreation facility at 
154 Creek Road; and the largest of 
the hangars at Middlebury State 
Airport.

Overseers of all 10 venues have 
said they could make them available 
in a pinch. All of them except 
the Memorial Sports Center — a 
nonprofit that runs on a narrow 
margin — have promised to do so 
for free, according to Douglas and 
Shashok.

“Some need a little notice, some 
not,” Douglas said of the substitute 
locations. “Some would have 
to respect some conflicts — for 
example, the American Legion made 
it quite clear, ‘We have Bingo on 
Wednesdays, so anytime other that 
Wednesday night.’”

While Town Hall Theater hosted 
town meeting in 2008, the working 
group didn’t seek to include that 
building on its alternative-venues 
list.

 “It was worth a try because of 
its historical significance, and (THT 
Artistic Director) Doug Anderson 
was very gracious and receptive, 
but it doesn’t have enough space,” 
Douglas said.

Working group members thought 
about including local churches in the 
mix. After all, the Congregational 
Church of Middlebury briefly served 
as the seat of state government 
during the early 1800s.

But the working group wanted to 
steer clear of potential controversy.

“There was a hot debate about 
the separation of church and state,” 
Shashok said. “But we feel very 
good about the list we put together.”

Perhaps the most unusual location 
on the list is the airport. But it makes 
more sense when one considers it’s 
equipped with adequate parking and 
could introduce an open-air element 
that would be helpful during a 
future pandemic, Shashok said. The 
airport has previously hosted sizable 
meetings related to proposals to 
expand facilities there.

“It would be a stretch to make it 
work well, but it’s an option,” she 
said. “Those things should be on the 
table, and you shouldn’t be begging 
last-minute where you can go.”

Officials stressed the selection of 
an alternative venue must take into 
consideration factors beyond the 
potential location’s square footage 
and configuration. For example, if 
there’s a college-related question on 
the town meeting warning, it would 
make sense to steer clear of a campus 

venue, she noted.
As recently reported by the 

Independent, MUHS has been 
flagged as needing around $61 
million in upgrades. Any major 
construction project could displace 
town meeting from the auditorium, 
working group members noted.

An emergency could also force 
a change in how town meeting is 
conducted, and residents throughout 
the state have already gotten a 
taste of that. The working group is 
recommending such options as:

• Holding an informational 
meeting only (in person or hybrid) 
followed by all Australian ballot 
voting the next day.

• Delaying town business in order 
to hold a traditional town meeting.

• Selecting a different venue to 
hold a traditional town meeting.

• Exploring hybrid/online voting 
for a traditional town meeting. This 
isn’t currently allowed in Vermont 
but could be in the near future.

• Adopting Brattleboro’s “Elected 
Representative Model” for town 
meeting. Brattleboro is the only 
community in Vermont that has 
adopted such a system, through which 
business at the annual gathering is 
conducted by a slate of 150 elected 
citizens. Massachusetts towns use 
this system. Middlebury would 
need to pursue a charter change and 
work with the Legislature make this 
transition. The working group is not 
recommending the town take the 
Brattleboro route at this time.

Working group members stressed 
their report should be a “living 
document.”

“My concern is if that it’s put on 
a shelf or ignored,” Douglas said. 
“We make that point it needs to be 
reviewed and refreshed on a regular 
basis, because the contact people 
will change over time and perhaps 
also information about the various 
venues.”

Many Middlebury residents — and 
especially Shashok — are eager to 
get back to traditional town meetings 
after the long COVID hiatus. It’s a 
two-year timespan during which 
four town gatherings (two annuals 
and two specials) couldn’t be held 
in person. So Shashok’s gavel hasn’t 
seen much action since she inherited 
it from Douglas.

“Everyone was telling me, ‘I 
hope you’re not a one-hit wonder,’” 
Shashok joked. “It’s hard, and 
there’s a lot of pressure, too. Going 
to the next one, I hope I remember 
everything.”

All signs point to an in-person 
town meeting in Middlebury, and 
elsewhere, this coming March.

“I think there’s value in what 
people have been missing during 
the past couple of years: getting 
together,” Shashok said. “Direct 
democracy is a much more friendly 
way of doing politics, so I think it’s 
just what the doctor ordered.”

The ad hoc committee’s report 
may be found online at tinyurl.
com/26hxvctf.

FORMER VERMONT GOV. Jim Douglas and Middlebury Town 
Moderator Susan Shashok helped prepare a report outlining how 
their community could respond to future crises that might require a 
change in where, and how, town meeting are conducted.

who would otherwise have few 
things to unwrap on Christmas 
Day. Donated cash is used to 
purchase gift cards for families 
that Robinson School officials 
have confirmed as needing 
assistance. This effort has been 
very successful in past years, and 
organizers believe there’s an even 
bigger need this year. Donations 
should be sent or dropped off 
at the Starksboro Town Office, 
P.O. Box 91, Starksboro, VT 
05487, or to Chris Runcie, 500 
Parsonage Rd., Starksboro, VT 
05487. Please make checks out 
to Starksboro Holiday Project. 
The deadline for submitting 
donations is Dec. 12.

Speaking of making ends meet: 
The Vermont Department of Labor 
reminds you about an impending 
bump in the state’s minimum wage. 
Beginning Jan. 1, 2023, Vermont’s 
minimum wage will jump to 
$13.18 per hour, an increase of 
63 cents per hour from the current 
$12.55. This annual adjustment 
also affects the minimum wage 
for tipped employees. The Basic 
Tipped Wage Rate for service, 
or tipped employees, equals 
50% of the full minimum wage. 
On Jan. 1, the tipped minimum 
wage will increase from $6.28 
to $6.59 per hour. Employees 
who believe they’re not being 
compensated in accordance with 
this law are encouraged to contact 
the Department of Labor’s Wage 
and Hour Unit at 802-951-4083, 
or online at Labor.Vermont.gov/
Rights-and-Wages.

After a pandemic hiatus, the 
annual Salisbury Holiday Tree 
Lighting extravaganza will 
return this season. It will be held 
on Saturday, Dec. 3, from 5-8 
p.m. at Veterans’ Memorial Park 
off Maple Street. Come to chat 
with friends (old and new) by the 
bonfire, welcome Santa, drink 
hot cocoa, light the gigantic tree 
and ride a hay wagon up to the 
Salisbury Community Library 
to enjoy stories read by the 
library director and Santa. The 
library’s board of directors will 
provide comfort food and sweet 

treats. This will be the first time 
in three years that this event will 
be held in the library.

The Vermont Department of 
Labor recently announced that 
statewide unemployment rate 
was 2.3% in October, which is an 
increase of two-tenths of a percent 
compared to September. But 
Addison County had a different 
experience, as it reported a jobless 
rate of 1.8% in October, down 
from 2% in September. There 
were 323 jobless individuals out 
of a total workforce of 18,426 in 
the Middlebury area last month, 
according to the DOL. The 
Addison County jobless rate was 
1.9% during October of 2021. The 
October 2022 unemployment rates 
for Vermont’s 17 labor market 
areas ranged from 1.5% in White 
River Junction to 2.8% in Derby.

Is driving your superpower? 
Become a Tri-Valley Transit 
(TVT) volunteer driver and 
you’ll be a hero to neighbors who 
can’t get to doctor appointments 
or stores on their own. You 
tell TVT when and how far 
you’re willing to drive, and they 
take care of the logistics and 
reimburse your mileage. Call 
Amy at 802-388-2287 or email 
her at abuxton@trivalleytransit.
org.

The Monkton Central School 
PTO is creating a “Tinker Club” 
focused on creative STEM 
activities. The Tinker Club will 
open in January, but organizers are 
in the meantime seeking donations 
of equipment and supplies to help 
make the club a success. Here 
are just some of the items that 
community members are invited 
to drop in a collection bin in the 
Monkton school entrance lobby: 
old electronics and devices to 
take apart, magnets, basic Lego 
kits, snap circuits, Play-Doh, tape, 
staplers, rubber bands, tinfoil, pool 
noodles, toothpicks, glue, strings, 
rubber balls, rulers, wooden 
blocks, tape measures, hammers, 
pipe cleaners, scissors, paper, 
markers and cups. Email Heather 
Lynch at rozlynch@hotmail.com 
with any questions. 

By the way
(Continued from Page 1A)
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ScoreScore
BOARD

COLLEGE SPORTS
Field Hockey

NCAA Final Four In Glassboro, N.J.
11/18 Johns Hopkins vs Williams .. 1-0
11/18 Midd vs Rowan .................... 4-0
11/20 Midd vs Johns Hopkins ....... 1-0

Women’s Hockey
11/18 Midd vs Trinity .......................4-2
11/19 Midd vs Trinity .......................4-2
11/22 Castleton at Midd ................Late

Men’s Hockey
11/18 Colby vs Midd ............... 3-2 (OT)
11/19 Bowdoin vs Midd ...................4-3 

Women’s Basketball
11/18 Midd vs Widener ................66-39 
11/19 Marymount vs Midd ...........70-56
11/22 Castleton at Midd ................Late 

Men’s Basketball
11/18 Midd vs Westfi eld St. ....... 64-57
11/19 Midd vs Nichols ............... 91-80  
11/22 Midd at Johnson ................ Late

COLLEGE SPORTS
Women’s Hockey

11/26 Midd vs Elmira (in Platt) .....6 PM 
11/27 Midd vs TBD (in Platt)..........TBD
12/2 Amherst at Midd ...................7 PM
12/3 Amherst at Midd ...................3 PM
12/10 Midd at UMass-Boston .......4 PM

Men’s Hockey
11/25 Midd vs Platt (Norwich) ......4 PM 
11/26 Midd vs TBD (Norwich)........TBD
12/2 Midd at Conn ........................7 PM
12/3 Midd at Tufts .........................4 PM
12/9 Midd at Hamilton ..................7 PM
12/10 Midd at Amherst .................3 PM

Women’s Basketball
12/7 Plattsburgh at Midd .........5:30 PM
12/9 Midd at Skidmore ............5:30 PM
12/11 Union at Midd .....................3 PM

Men’s Basketball
11/27 Midd at Endicott ................2 PM
12/7 Plattsburgh at Midd .......7:30 PM 
12/9 Midd at Skidmore ..........7:30 PM
12/11 Stevens at Midd ................1 PM

ScheduleSchedule

By ANDY KIRKALDY
GLASSBORO, N.J. — This 

might have been the toughest fi nal 
of them all, but in the end the result 
was the same: The Middlebury 
College fi eld hockey team on 
Sunday won its fi fth straight 
NCAA Division III title, 1-0, in 
overtime over Johns Hopkins. 
Rowan University hosted the fi nal 
four.

The 21-1 Panthers completed a 
run through the NCAA tournament 
in which they did not allow a goal, 
snapped Johns Hopkins’s 16-game 
winning streak, and became the 
fi rst team to score on the Blue Jays 
in the tournament. 

Coach Katharine DeLorenzo’s 
program also became the second 
at Middlebury to win fi ve straight 
NCAA titles, matching Coach Bill 
Beaney’s men’s hockey program’s 

run from 1995 to 1999. And the 
Panthers set program single-season 
records of 12 shutouts and 107 
goals.

The Jays gave the Panthers all 
they could handle on Sunday, at 
least for most of the game. At one 
point in the second half they were 
outshooting Middlebury, 4-3. But 
the fi nal count favored Middlebury, 
9-4.

One of those six unanswered 
Panther shots came from 
sophomore midfi elder Amy Griffi n 
with 2:33 remaining in the fi rst 
10-minute overtime, with the 
teams playing seven-on-seven. 

Griffi n attacked from the top 
of the scoring circle, carried 
toward the endline near the right 
post, and fi red. The jury is out 
whether Griffi n was passing to an 
open teammate at the left post or 

shooting, but there is no debate on 
the result: The ball defl ected off a 
defender into the left side of the 
goal, and the Panthers celebrated 
the title and their fi rst overtime 
victory of the season.

“That was a whole new 
experience,” said Griffi n, the 
tournament MVP. “Of course 
we’ve been practicing that. It 
was fun to get to do that. I think 
the last moment, it was really a 
culmination of the entire team’s 
effort the whole game, all the 
fi ghting back we did, all the plays 
we did. It really culminated into 
that moment.”

Coach DeLorenzo credited Johns 
Hopkins for a strong defensive 
effort, and also cited her defense of 
Charlotte Marks in the middle and 
Emily Stone and Sadie LeStage on 
the fl anks and goalie Grace Harlan 

(three saves) for another shutout.
“It was just a wonderful pair 

of teams going at it,” DeLorenzo 
said. “It was really wonderful just 
to compete on every possession, to 
compete just to get into our circle, 
and just to buckle down defensively 
because any trip for them into our 
circle could mean the game. And 
I think that’s what championship 
games are supposed to be.”

The Panthers possessed nearly 
the entire opening quarter, but 
Johns Hopkins did well to halt 
Middlebury in transition. Jay 
defenders Anna Scott and Liz 
Falterer were particularly effective 
tackling either just outside or just 
inside the scoring circle.

With 10:09 left in the half, the 
Jays recorded the fi rst shot of the 
game, when Tessa Ericson tipped 
a long Olivia Fox bid wide. Less 

than two minutes later, LeStage 
forced a Panther corner, and Jay 
Abby Birk blocked Griffi n’s shot.

The Panthers had an apparent 
Hanna Medwar goal called off 
midway in the third quarter. Then 
the Jays had their best stretch, 
when Harlan made a series of 
penalty corner saves on Ericson, 
Ava Balacek and Scott. Harlan 
hurt herself on the second save, 
but despite limping the rest of the 
game stayed on duty.

Marks talked about the Panther 
defense, which did not allow 
another shot after than sequence.

“Everyone is on the exact same 
page,” she said. “And G (Harlan) 
had an amazing save even after 
that little injury there. We just 
locked down, and we were going 
to protect our goalie.” 

THE MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE fi eld hockey team revels on Sunday after defeating Johns Hopkins, 1-0 in overtime, to claim the program’s fi fth straight NCAA Division III title. 
The Panthers fi nished the season 21-1 and set several program records.

Photo by Larry Levanti

ADDISON COUNTY — 
Fourteen members of the fi eld 
hockey teams from Mount 
Abraham, Otter Valley and 
Middlebury union high schools 
have received postseason 
recognition. 

Named to the Vermont Twin 
State team were three seniors: 
from Mount Abe midfi elder 
Madison Gile and defender 
Payton Vincent, and from OV 
forward Ryleigh LaPorte.

Gile and Vincent were also 
named Metro Conference First 
Team All-Stars. 

OV’s LaPorte, senior forward 
Mackenzie McKay and senior 
midfi elder Sydney Gallo were 
named SVL B Division First-
Team All-Stars.

Named to the Metro Conference 
Second Team were two Tiger 
juniors, goalie Jolee Heffernan 
and midfi elder Erin Mulcahy, 
and Eagle junior goalie Greta 
Jennison.

Earning Honorable Mention 
from the Metro were Tiger 
sophomore defender Meredith 
Cameron and freshman 
midfi elder Quinn Doria, and three 
Eagles: senior defender Natalie 
Adams, sophomore forward Lily 
Case, and senior forward Olivia 
Campbell. 

Otter Valley’s goalie Lily 
Morgan earned SVL B Division 
Honorable Mention.

High school 
fi eld hockey 
stars named

Panther fi eld hockey claims fi fth straight NCAA title

By ANDY KIRKALDY
MIDDLEBURY — One of the 

fi rst things Coach Bill Mandigo 
said after his Middlebury College 
women’s hockey team earned a 
pair of season-opening 4-2 wins 
over visiting NESCAC foe Trinity 
this past weekend was he had a 
different team this year. 

After all, seven seniors, most 
of them starters, 
graduated from 
the group that 
went 27-0 
and won the 
program’s fi rst 
NCAA Division 
III title since 
2006.

This team 
shows the same 
effort level, 
Mandigo said, 
but it will take 
time to refi ne its skills and to mesh 
in order to reach its potential. 

“We talk all the time that it’s 
not just work hard, it’s work hard 
and accomplish. Everybody works 
hard. You don’t get in that locker 
room if you don’t work hard,” he 
said. 

He wants, for example, when 
the Panthers win pucks on the 
forecheck or in battles along the 
boards to more often turn those 
plays into scoring opportunities, as 
they did twice on Saturday to create 
goals for sophomore Cat Appleyard 
and freshman Britt Nawrocki.

Mandigo would also like to 
see the Panthers simplify their 
approach, to shoot the puck more 
and crash the net, something he 
credited Trinity for doing.

“Trinity’s fi rst goal, that was a 
power play goal, but that’s what it 
was. It was a good shot and a great 
rebound,” he said.

Mandigo and assistant Ashley 
Salerno are also still working to 
fi nd which combinations of skaters 
will be most effective.

“It’s early in the season, and 
we’re still trying to fi gure out who 
should be playing with whom,” he 
said. 

While acknowledging he is 
dealing with a work in progress, 

Mandigo said 
there also could 
be a high ceiling 
to reach. He 
cited the work 
ethic, “two good 
goalies,” and 
the potential 
for a balanced 
attack — in the 
two games eight 
Panthers have 
scored, three of 
them defenders. 

“They didn’t quit, and they 
worked hard,” he said. “We’ve got 
eight goals from eight different 
people. That’s a good thing.”

And so is the Panthers’ taking 
two games from a group that he 
called “the best Trinity team I’ve 
seen in a long time.”

“The NESCAC is the best league 
in the country, and anyone can 
beat anybody on a given night,” he 
said. “So you win two games in the 
NESCAC, that’s a huge deal.” 
SATURDAY GAME

Middlebury started quickly on 
Saturday with fi ve straight shots 
during the third minute of action, 
but the Trinity defense and goalie 
Stephanie Garson (16 saves) held 
up. 

Trinity settled in, and Panther 
freshman goalie Sophia Will made 
three strong mid-period saves, 
on Ava Gosnell from the right 

SOPHOMORE CAT APPLEYARD watches her short shot from the slot fi nd the net during the Panther 
women’s hockey team’s 4-2 victory over visiting Trinity on Saturday. Jenna Letterie, No. 18, who assisted, 
looks on.

Independent photo/Steve James

MIDDLEBURY SENIOR CO-CAPTAIN Jenna Letterie fi res on Trinity goalie Stephanie Garvis, who 
makes the save, during the Panthers’ 4-2 home win on Saturday.

Independent photo/Steve James

Women’s hockey opens 
with pair of home wins
Defending champs outlast NESCAC foe

“We’ve got eight 
goals from eight 
different people. 
That’s a good 
thing.”

– Coach Bill Mandigo

(See NCAA, Page 3B)
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MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 
College men’s hockey dropped a 
pair of one-goal games at home 
this past weekend as the Panthers’ 
season opened. 

Next up for Middlebury is 
this weekend’s Great Northern 
Shootout at Norwich. The Panthers 
will take on Plattsburgh at 4 p.m. on 
Friday, and then either Norwich or 
Aurora on Saturday in the fi nal or 
consolation. 

On this past Friday, visiting Colby 
defeated the Panthers in overtime 
with a power-play goal, 4-3. With 
the teams skating three-on-three, the 

Panthers drew a slashing penalty, 
making it four-on-three. Soon 
afterward, Mule Tyler Crist picked 
up a rebound between the circles 
and one-timed the 
puck home off the 
left pipe. 

 Colby scored 
fi rst in the game 
late in the fi rst 
period on a Jake 
M a c D o n a l d 
redirection. The 
Panthers controlled the second 
period and tied the score 7:04 in, 
when Jin Lee tapped in a centering 

pass from EMack Bentley.
Middlebury pressed late in the 

period, but Colby goalie Andy 
Beran stopped three straight Panther 

shots from close 
range. Beran 
fi nished with 
33 saves, while 
Panther goalie 
Jake Horoho 
made 23. 

The Mules 
made it 2-1 on a 

power play 11:07 into the third on 
a Henry Molson one-timer. The 
Panthers leveled the score 4:51 

later when Antoine Belisle tapped 
in a Cole Joslin rebound on the left 
doorstep.

On Saturday, visiting Bowdoin 
improved to 2-0 by holding on for a 
4-3 victory over Middlebury.

In the back-and-forth game, 
the Polar Bears took a 1-0 lead 
on a goal with 7:01 left in the fi rst 
period. Gabe Shipper ripped home 
a one-timer from the left circle after 
taking a cross-ice pass from Andy 
Stoneman.

Middlebury knotted the score in 
the fi rst minute of the second period 
on wraparound shot 35 seconds into 

ARLINGTON, Va. — The 
Middlebury College women’s 
basketball team split two games 
this past weekend at a four-team 
tournament hosted by Marymount 
in Virginia, defeating Widener 
on Saturday before falling to 
Marymount in Sunday’s fi nal. 

The Panthers carried a 1-2 
record into a Tuesday home game 
vs. Castleton played after the early 
holiday deadline for this edition. 
Their next game is at Lyndon next 
Tuesday.

On Friday, the Panthers breezed 
past Widener, 66-39, taking charge 
late in the fi rst half and then 
pulling away in the third quarter. 
Gianna Palli and Alexa Mustafaj 
keyed a 17-4 run with which the 
Panthers closed the fi rst half to 
take a 35-25 lead. The Panthers 
then buried Widener with a 19-5 
edge in the third period. Mustafaj 

(19 points, eight rebounds), Palli 
(12 points) and Emily Downer (10 
points) reached double fi gures for 
Middlebury.

On Sunday, Marymount 
outlasted the Panthers, 70-56. 
The host Saints took a 24-13 
lead after one period and never 
trailed, although Middlebury made 
a couple of runs. In the second 
period, a 15-6 Panther run sparked 
by seven Gabby Stuart points cut 
the defi cit to 34-29 at halftime. 

But the Saints opened the 
second half with an 11-0 surge and 
led by 53-36 after three periods. 
Middlebury cut the lead to nine 
in the fourth period but came no 
closer. Reagan McDonald scored 
11 points to lead the Panthers, and 
August Dixon scored 10 and added 
fi ve rebounds. Dixon was named to 
the all-tournament team.  

WESTFIELD, Mass. — The 
Middlebury College men’s 
basketball team opened its season 
this past weekend by winning a four-
team tournament at Westfi eld State, 
defeating the host on Friday and 
Nichols College on Saturday.

Middlebury was set to visit 
Johnson on Tuesday after the early 
holiday deadline for this edition 
of the Independent. Next up on 
the Panthers’ schedule is a visit to 
Endicott on Sunday. 

On Friday, the Panthers rallied 
in the second half to defeat host 
Westfi eld State, 65-57. Middlebury 
trailed by as many as 11 in the fi rst 
half, but took the lead for good with a 
13-5 run midway through the second 
half. Alex Sobel scored six points in 
that surge. The game stayed close, 
but a Sobel layup and two Noah 
Osher free throws after a David 
Brennan offensive board sealed the 
win in the fi nal two minutes.

Sobel fi nished with game-high 
totals of 22 points, 16 rebounds and 

fi ve blocked shots. Brennan scored 
eight points and grabbed 13 boards, 
and Sam Stevens scored 12.

On Saturday, the Panthers went 
on a decisive run late in the second 
half in their 91-80 defeat of Nichols. 
Middlebury led at the half, 36-31, 
but Nichols chipped away at the 
defi cit and took a 53-50 lead on a 
fastbreak layup at 12:07.

Middlebury still trailed by three 
points (62-59) with just over eight 
minutes to go, but then went on a 
20-2 run. Stevens sparked the surge 
with a three-pointer and accounted 
for eight of the points as the Panthers 
took a 79-64 lead with 2:11 to go. 
The Panthers nailed down the win 
by hitting 12 of 12 free throws in the 
remaining time. 

Sobel put up 21 points, grabbed 
15 boards and blocked three 
shots, moving him into fourth 
on Middlebury’s career list with 
165. Sobel was named to the all-
tournament team. Stevens scored 22 
points, while Osher scored 21.  

PANTHER GOALIE JAKE Horoho dives to make a stop during the Middlebury men’s hockey team’s home overtime loss to Colby on Friday. 
The Panthers also lost by one goal to Bowdoin on Saturday.

Independent photo/Steve James

PANTHER FRESHMAN FORWARD Michael Fairfax sees his close-
range shot denied during an overtime loss to Colby on Saturday. 
The Middlebury men’s hockey squad also lost at home by one goal 
to Bowdoin on Saturday.

Independent photo/Steve James

Panther men debut with tough losses

Women’s basketball splits 
games at Va. tournament

Men’s hoop wins pair
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VERGENNES — Vergennes 
police last week dealt with a case 
of a stolen car and an allegation of 
a sexual assault, both involving a 
former couple.  

Earlier in November, a city 
resident told Vergennes police he’d 
let his ex-girlfriend use his car, but 
she was refusing to return it. On 
Nov. 15, he informed police she’d 
still not returned the vehicle, and 
police thenagreed to report the car 
as stolen.

On Nov. 19, South Burlington 
police pulled the vehicle over for 
a traffi c infraction, and impounded 
it when they learned it’d been 
reported stolen. Vergennes police 
said the city resident was then able 
to recover the car.

Later on Nov. 19, Vergennes 
police said the woman involved 
called them and alleged the man 
had sexually assaulted her while 
they were still living together. 

Vergennes police this week said 
the allegation remains under 
investigation. 

In other action between Nov. 14 
and 20, Vergennes police conducted 
six traffi c stops, two directed 
patrols and two VIN inspections; 
fi ngerprinted four job applicants; 
responded to two accidental false 
alarms and a 911 call caused by a 

malfunction; and also: 
On Nov. 16, responded to a 

minor two-car accident on Depot 
Street.

On Nov. 17, on behalf of a 
resident and a game warden, 
looked for an injured raccoon on 

the side of Macdonough Drive, but 
couldn’t fi nd it.

On Nov. 18:
• Responded along with the 

Vergennes Area Rescue Squad to 
the report of a drug overdose at a 
First Street residence; police said 
VARS administered NARCAN to 
revive the victim.

• During a traffi c stop, cited 
Dillon Hunt, 25, of Cornwall into 
court on an outstanding warrant 
from Washington County for 
failure to appear.

• Responded to a 911 call from a 
Hillside Acres apartment in which 
they heard a woman yelling. Police 
said they found an intoxicated 
woman at the residence, along 
with family members to ensure her 
safety.

On Nov. 19, responded to a 
minor two-car accident on Green 
Street.

the stanza.
Bowdoin took a 2-1 edge at 

7:48 with a power-play goal. 
Bobby Pearl one-timed the puck 
in on a feed from Aidan Lyons. 
Middlebury tied the contest with 
its own power-play goal just 1:54 
later, when Andrej Hromic’s left-
handed bid from the slot tucked 
under the crossbar.

Bowdoin regained a one-goal 
advantage 14:43 into the middle 
period, when Shipper wristed the 
puck home after a Patrick Callahan 
faceoff win on the left dot.

With 12:05 gone in the fi nal 
period, Shipper stuffed home a loose 
puck on the left side to complete his 
hat trick and make it 4-2.

The Panthers pulled Horoho with 
a minute left in regulation and with 
22 seconds remaining, Chris Barbe 
blasted in a slap shot from the 
left circle on a feed from Antoine 
Belisle to make it 4-3. Middlebury 
fi red two shots in the fi nal seconds, 
but one was blocked and the second 
went just wide. Bowdoin goalie 
Alex Kozic made 30 saves, and 
Horoho made 33.    

Colby skaters prevails in OT on Friday, Bowdoin edges Midd on Saturday

Police Log
Vergennes

Allegation follows recovery of car

panthers



Addison Independent, Thursday, November 24, 2022 — PAGE 3B

circle, on E liz abeth W inslow  from 
betw een the circles, and then on a 
point- blank rebound of W inslow ’ s 
shot. W ill made 25 saves in her 
P anther debut. 

The P anthers broke  through 
at 16 : 04 of the period w ith the 
forecheck sparki ng the score. 
F reshman A very McI nerny stole 
the puck from a defender behind 
the goal and fed N aw rocki  in the 
slot, and she one- timed the puck 
low  inside the right post.

Middlebury struck again j ust 
over a minute later w hen a Cece 
Z iegler shot from the top of the left 
circle trickl ed into the net for the 
2- 0 l ead. 

Trinity nearly cut the defi cit in 
half at 5: 13 of the second period, 
but W ill’ s stick save denied E thel 
W ilhelmsson’ s bid from the right 
dot on a tw o- on- one break.

Bantam A nnabelle Merkl e 
scored on a pow er play at the 15: 49 
mark. W ill stopped P aige K ehoe’ s 
slapper from the left side, but the 
rebound w ent to Merke l off the 
right post, and she found the far 

corner.
Trinity had a pow er play late in 

the period that Middlebury ki lled, 
but W ill had to make  a blocke r 
save on Jenny Guider in the fi nal 
minute to preserve the 2- 1 l ead.

The P anthers made it 3- 1 early 
in the fi nal period on Appleyard’s 
strike . J enna L etterie w on the puck 
deep in the z one and fed A ppleyard 
charging into the slot for a fi nish 
high into the right side. 

The Bantams cut the defi cit to 
3- 2 w ith 8: 28 to go. J elani A dorno 
collected a loose puck after a battle 
near center ice, ska ted unchecke d 
into the right circle, and fi red a shot 
high into the far corner. 

But Middlebury locke d dow n 
Trinity the rest of the w ay, and 
L etterie added an empty- netter to 
create the fi nal score. 
F R I D A Y  G A M E

I n F riday’ s opener, the P anthers 
spotted Trinity tw o leads before 
scoring three straight goals to 
prevail. The Bantams struck fi rst 
w hen Martina E xne rova slipped a 
loose puck home at 8:09 of the fi rst 
period.

E va H endriks on tied the score 
at 15: 55. N aw rocki  collected the 
puck behind the goal and fed 
Z iegler at the top of the left circle. 
Z iegler relayed across the circles to 
Hendrikson, and she rifl ed in a shot 
through traffi c. 

Trinity regained the lead at 6: 43 
of the second period. E xne rova 
w on a faceoff and set up A nnika  
Dycz kow ski , w ho tucke d the puck 
inside the left post.

The P anthers made it 2- 2 about 
three minutes later, w hen Delanie 
G oniw iecha one- timed in a Z iegler 
shot from the high slot.

Middlebury took the lead at 
16: 45 of the second period on a 
pow er play, w hen Claudia Vira 
blasted a shot in from betw een the 
circles, w ith Z iegler picki ng up her 
third assist. The P anthers added 
insurance midway through the fi nal 
period w hen J ulia J ohnson’ s hard 
shot trickl ed in off Bantam goalie 
H annah L eclair.

L eclair made 28 saves for the 
Bantams, and Sophia Merageas 
stopped 23 f or Middlebury. 

SMILING FRESHMAN ZOE Pincelli moves in to congratulate sophomore Cat Appleyard, foreground, 
on Appleyard’s goal in the Middlebury College women’s hockey team’s 4-2 win over visiting Trinity on 
Saturday. 

Independent photo/Steve James

Middlebury then took  charge. 
J ay goalie A lex is L oder k ick ed 
aw ay a Caroline Segal bid set up 
by G race Murphy late in the third 
period. 

Middlebury dominated in the 
fourth q uarter, but had j ust one 
real threat:  O n a late corner L oder 
denied L illy Brank a’ s hard shot 
through traffi c.

L oder ( seven saves)  then k ept 
the J ays alive in O T, stopping 
a Griffi n backhanded attempt 
and L eStage’ s one- timer on 
the rebound, and then Caroline 
L antz y from the top of the circle 
on a penalty corner. But the Blue 
J ay goalie could do nothing about 
the bounce off her teammate w ith 
2:33 left in the fi rst OT. 

H arlan made the all- tourney 
team and fi nished her career with 
program records in shutouts ( 25 ) , 
save percentage ( .7 1 6)  and goals-
against average ( 0 .68 ) . A udrey 
L az ar and L antz y also made the 
all- tourney team. 
S E M I F I N A L  W I N

O n F riday, L az ar’ s hat trick  
helpped propel the P anthers past 
N o. 3  R ow an, 4 - 0 . Middlebury 
attack ed q uick ly, and only a 
defensive save by R ow an’ s 
L iz  F ox  denied K atie G eorge 
in the second minute after she 
moved around P rof goalie A bby 
H ainsw orth.

A bout tw o minutes later L az ar 

gave the P anthers the lead. G eorge 
again carried in from the left and 
fed L az ar  betw een the strok e 
line and the left post. H ainsw orth 
saved Lazar’s fi rst bid, and a 
defender block ed her second. But 
Lazar fl icked the second rebound 
into the cage’ s left side. 

The P rofs had a chance on 
a penalty corner late in the 
period. Mark s block ed Vanessa 
DiDonato’ s shot from the top of 
the circle, and H arlan k nock ed 
aw ay Tess H erman’ s rebound bid 
and from inside the strok e line.

Middlebury made it 2- 0  w ith 
j ust less than three minutes 
remaining in the fi rst quarter. 
Brank a carried dow n the left and 
crossed to L az ar, w ho reverse-
stick ed the ball home from the 
middle of the circle.

E arly in the second, G eorge 
sprinted down the fi eld to set 
up L az ar on a break aw ay, but 
H ainsw orth ranged out of her goal 
to snuff the bid. H arlan made a big 
save late in the period, stopping 
Bridget G uinan from point- blank  
range. 

A fter the break , H arlan k ick ed 

aw ay a bid by J ulia Cavicchio on 
a corner. W ith 1 1 : 28  left in the 
third q uarter, L az ar made it 3 - 0  by 
tipping a Murphy shot inside the 
right post.

I n the fourth period, H arlan 
denied DiDonato and J ulia 
Patrone; she fi nished with six 
saves, w hile H ainsw orth made 
eight. 

Middlebury made it 4 - 0  
w ith 3 : 4 8  to go in the game, 
w hen Caroline Segal tuck ed 
home a back handed shot after a 
G eorgianne Defeo steal. 

I ncluding both F riday’ s w in 
over Rowan on its home fi eld 
and Sunday’ s w in against a team 
on a 1 6- game w inning streak  in 
freezing conditions, Griffi n on 
Sunday spok e about the P anthers’  
focus.

“ O ne other thing w e say on our 
team a lot is ‘no factor,’” Griffi n 
said. “ That no factor refers to 
no matter the fi eld, no matter 
the w eather, no matter the team, 
w e’ re going to play our game, and 
I  think  that w as a big thing today. 
I  think  there w as no factor, and w e 
persevered.”   

NCAA 
(Continued from Page 1B)

Hockey
(Continued from Page 1B)

PANTHER FRESHMAN BRITT Nawrocki celebrates her goal on Saturday afternoon in the Middlebury 
College women’s hockey team’s 4-2 win over visiting Trinity. It was the fi rst of Nawrocki’s Panther career.

Independent photo/Steve James
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Energy Work             https://joanne.abmp.com

..................... 802-388-3362
Licensed Psychologist - Master

Nancy TellierNancy Tellier ...................................802-989-8046
Ortho-Bionomy®

Hyla DickinsonHyla Dickinson...................................... 802-989-2969
Therapeutic Massage, Lymph Drainage
Craniosacral & Visceral Manipulation

Georgia Dune CMT, CR, LEGeorgia Dune CMT, CR, LE.................  802-377-2507
Reflexology, Facials & More, Dunespavt.com

Laurinda Poirier-Solomon, RN, L AcLaurinda Poirier-Solomon, RN, L Ac..802-238-4659
Acupuncture & Shiatsu Bodywork

Independent Health Care PractitionersIndependent Health Care PractitionersIndependent Health Care PractitionersIndependent Health Care PractitionersIndependent Health Care Practitioners

Charlotte BishopCharlotte Bishop

JoAnne KenyonJoAnne Kenyon

    

Nancy TellierNancy Tellier

Hyla DickinsonHyla Dickinson

Georgia Dune CMT, CR, LEGeorgia Dune CMT, CR, LE

Laurinda Poirier-Solomon, RN, L AcLaurinda Poirier-Solomon, RN, L Ac

Practitioner of the Week
Barbara was 
introduced to the 
“AT” as a young 
professional singer, 
and soon realized its 
value in all areas of 
her life. This work is 
for anyone who would 
enjoy a bit more ease 
in their every day 
life. Barbara teaches 
with gentle hands-on 
and verbal guidance 
to calm the nervous 
system, identify 
and release excess 
tension, developing more conscious attention 
to breath and movement, and improving 
overall physical/mental wellbeing.
For more information on the Alexander 
Technique visit AmSATonline.org

Contat Barbara for Private lessons
at her Middlebury Studio

Barbara Kent
barakent@aol.com

917-797-7823

“Wellness is more than the absence of illness.”
50 Court St • Middlebury, Vt 0575350 Court St • Middlebury, Vt 0575350 Court St • Middlebury, Vt 0575350 Court St • Middlebury, Vt 05753

A Center for 
Independent Health Care PractitionersIndependent Health Care PractitionersIndependent Health Care PractitionersIndependent Health Care PractitionersIndependent Health Care Practitioners

............................802-247-8106
Therapeutic Soft & Deep Tissue

...............................802-388-0254
Energy Work             https://joanne.abmp.com

Barbara Kent
Certified Alexander 
Technique teacher

Breathing 
Coordination coach

Memorial Sports Center
296 Buttolph Drive • Middlebury, VT

802-388-1238
info@memorialsportscenter.org
MemorialSportsCenter.org

Upcoming Events

Want to be a Volunteer
Zamboni Driver?

See our website to learn more!

Friday, Nov. 25:
1:15-3:15 PM - Public Skating
3:30-5:00 PM - Stick & Puck

Saturday, Nov. 26:
1:15-2:45 PM - Stick & Puck
3:00-4:30 PM Public Skating

Sunday, Nov. 27:
4:00-5:30 PM Public Skating

Upcoming Events

Happy
Thanksgiving!
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Helping Young Families Get The Right Start

• Community Playgroups
• Parent Education Classes
• Home Visits
• Pregnancy Prevention Programs
• Parent Training & Child Center

Reader Comments

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

Quotes are taken from reader comments submitted with subscription renewals.

“I value having an excellent local
print newspaper.”

Here’s what one reader has to say about us!

A subscriber from Middlebury writes:
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communitycommunity
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Back in business
MIDDLEBURY’S HOT CHOCOLATE hut, which has served as a testing station since 

the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, returns to its original purpose and location on 
Thursday, Dec. 1, at Very Merry Middlebury’s first Midd Night Stroll of the holiday season. No 
swabs, just an abundance of sweet chocolatey warmth with all the fixings.
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2
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CALENDARONLINE
addisonindependent.com

Keep up to date with all the action, read

Arts + Leisure
every Thursday in the Addy Indy!

Neshobe Pie Gobbler fun run and 
walk in Brandon. Thursday, Nov. 24, 

Neshobe Golf Club, 224 Town Farm Rd.  
Race starts at 8 a.m. A Thanksgiving morning 
tradition. Run, walk, stroll with a chance to win 
your Thanksgiving Day pie. Winning male and 
female as well as every 10th finisher receives a 
freshly made pie. The course is approximately 
3 miles over hill and dale at Neshobe Golf 
Course. Rain or shine. Self-timed. Youth $20, 
adult $25. Proceeds benefit Brandon Recreation 
Department. More details online at runreg.com/
neshobe-pie.

Holiday craft fair in Bridport. 
Friday, Nov. 25, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., 

Masonic Hall, Middle Rd. More than 50 
crafters with handcrafted, quality merchandise 
at country prices.

Model trains in Middlebury. Friday. Nov. 25, 
11 a.m.-5 p.m., Sheldon Museum, 1 Park St. 
Pop over to the Sheldon Museum to see an 
elaborate mini-world of electric trains that zoom 
through a village, zip under tunnels and stop at 
tiny stations. Included with regular admission.

Hunters/early bird breakfast in 
Lincoln. Saturday, Nov. 26, 7-10 

a.m., Burnham Hall, 52 E. River Rd. All-
you-can-eat buffet breakfast. $10/ages 11 and 
up, $5/ ages 5-10, Free/under age 5. Proceeds 
go toward the restoration of the Jerusalem 
Schoolhouse in South Starksboro. More info at 
802-453-4573. 

Vendor/craft fair in West Addison. Saturday, 
Nov. 26, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Community House, 
Church St. Organized by Better Days 4-H Club 
in order to raise funds for the club. Come support 
local small businesses, something for everyone.

Craft and Holiday Shoppe benefit in New 
Haven. Saturday, Nov. 26, 9:30 a.m., New 
Haven Town Hall, 78 North St. The 2nd annual 
shoppe for the benefit of the Brendon P Cousino 
Med47 Foundation. Come out and support 
your local crafters. Jewelry, maple syrup/
maple treats, a favorite local baker, an author, 
quilting, woodcraft, note cards, white elephant 
and more. More info at: www.Facebook.com/
med47foundation or cmcousino@gmavt.net.

Small Business Saturday in Vergennes. 
Saturday, Nov. 26, 9:30 a.m.-6 p.m. Downtown 
Vergennes. Vergennes Partnership invites you 
to shop our friendly downtown at this annual 
event to encourage people to shop locally — in 
person and online at small businesses. Enjoy 
the hometown atmosphere that warms the 
heart. Opportunities to win throughout the day.

Small Business Saturday in Brandon. Saturday, 
Nov. 26, 9:30 a.m.-6 p.m. Downtown Brandon. 
This celebratory day was founded to encourage 
consumers across the country to support local, 
small businesses within their hometowns. Small 
Business Saturday has quickly become widely 
recognized as the day to kick start the holiday 
shopping season. After the insanity of Black 
Friday, stroll the streets and enjoy your friends and 
neighbors while supporting the local economy.

Holiday craft fair in Bridport. Saturday, Nov. 26, 
10 a.m.-4 p.m., Masonic Hall, Middle Rd. See 
Nov. 25 listing.

Model trains in Middlebury. Saturday. Nov. 26, 
11 a.m.-5 p.m., Sheldon Museum, 1 Park St. 
See Nov. 25 listing.

King Pede card party in Ferrisburgh. Saturday, 
Nov. 26, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall and Community 
Center, Route 7. A sandwich supper and then on 
to an evening of fun and card games. King Pede 
is an unusual game that involves “trick-taking” 
techniques such as in Hearts and Spades or 
Pitch. This is a game of fun and skill so come 
prepared to use your strategic thinking.

Memory Tree lighting in Brandon. 
Sunday, Nov. 27, 3:30 p.m., Town 

Hall, 1 Conant Sq. Join us in front of 
the Town Hall to see our pair of beautiful 

trees lit up to remind us of our loved ones who 
have passed. Catch the magic of the season 
at 3:30 p.m. with carol singing by the Brandon 
Festival Singers. At 4 p.m., the Memory Trees 
are lit for the season.

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Vergennes. Thursday, Dec. 1, 

10:45 a.m., St Peter’s Parish Hall, 85 
S Maple St. Drive up, check-in, contact 

free pick up. Chopped beef with gravy, baked 
beans, Italian vegetables, wheat bread, 
oatmeal raison cookie and milk. Donations 
accepted. Advanced reservations only. Call 
Michelle to reserve by Sunday, Nov. 27, at 
802-377-1419. Open to anyone age 60 and 
up and their spouse of any age. Free ride or 
pick-up and delivery may be provided. Call 
TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. TVT requires 
48-hour notice.

Lunch ‘N Learn in Middlebury. Thursday, Dec. 
1, noon-1 p.m., Zoom. Attorney Amy Menard of 
Putnam & Menard, PLC, is joining Homeward 
Bound for its last Lunch ‘N Learn of 2022 via 
Zoom. She will talk about putting plans in place 
for your companion animals upon your passing 
and answer questions from the participants as 
time permits. Free and open to all, but pre-
registration is required by emailing Hannah at 
hmanley@homewardboundanimals.org.

Bixby book sale donation day in Vergennes. 
Thursday, Dec. 1, 3-6 p.m., Bixby Memorial 
Library, 258 Main St. Donate your used 
books. Holiday books especially welcomed. 
Donations accepted in the back parking lot. 
Fiction should be published after 2010 or by 
a popular author, and non-fiction should be 
current and saleable. 

Midd Night Stroll in Middlebury. Thursday, 
Dec. 1, until 8 p.m., downtown. Middlebury’s 
downtown stores will be open late with 
specials, pop-ups, tastings and more. The 
Cocoa Hut is back at Cannon Park, and be 
sure to check out the falls, which will be 
illuminated the entire month of December. 

Chocolate Walk in Bristol. Friday, 
Dec. 2, stores open until 8 p.m., 

Downtown Bristol. Stroll around Bristol 
and get your chocolate fix while doing some 
holiday shopping.

Christmas Music night in New Haven. Friday, 
Dec. 2, 7 p.m., New Haven United Reformed 
Church, Route 7, 4 miles north of Middlebury. 
Join us for a time of Christmas songs, readings, 
and refreshments as we prepare for the holiday 
season. All are welcome. More info contact Alisa 
at 802-458-7615.

Christmas bazaar in Bristol. 
Saturday, Dec. 3, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., 

Bristol Federated Church, 37 North St. 
The Bristol Federated Church will be holding 

their first in-person bazaar since 2019. Attic 
Treasures, a silent auction, craft tables, bake 
sale, and luncheon. More info at 802-453-2321.

Santa and Mrs. Claus in Middlebury. Saturday, 
Dec. 3, 9-11 a.m., Triangle Park, Merchants 
Row and Main St. The Santas are back and 
waiting as Middlebury kicks off its annual holiday 
celebration. A mini makers market for kids from 
9 a.m.-noon will also be there.

Ho, Ho, Ho Holiday Stroll in Vergennes. 
Saturday, Dec. 3, 9 a.m.-6 p.m., Downtown. 
Stroll downtown Vergennes and get into the 
holiday spirit. Events include Storytime with 
Santa, performances by Jon Gailmor and 
Maiden Vermont (all at Bixby Library), visits 
with Santa, pictures, craft-making and more (at 
Vergennes Opera House), marshmallow melts 
and fire pit, Congregational Church holiday sing-
along, lighting of the park, and the S.D. Ireland 
Christmas Lights Truck. 

Friends of the Bixby used book sale in 
Vergennes. Saturday, Dec. 3, 9 a.m.-noon, 
Bixby Memorial Library, 258 Main St. Focused 
on holiday books, the sale will have a large 
variety of fiction, non-fiction and children’s 
books. Browse the orderly shelves or find a 
surprise in the recently acquired boxes. Enter 
from the back parking lot.

Christmas Bazaar in Orwell. Saturday, Dec. 
3, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., Orwell Town Hall, Main St. 
Handmade gifts, crafts, decorations, ornaments, 
wreaths, raffle, basket raffle, flea market, bake 
sale, lunch and refreshments. First in-person 
bazaar since 2019. More info at 802-948-2049.

Rokeby Holiday Open House in Ferrisburgh. 
Saturday, Dec. 3, 10 a.m.-1 p.m., Rokeby 
Museum, 4334 Route 7. Visit Rokeby for its 
annual Holiday Open House. The museum’s 
shop will be open with special pricing for the 
holidays. Door swags, made from Rokeby 
grounds greenery will be on sale, and the 
museum’s exhibitions are open for you to view. 
Tick off a few holiday shopping items while 
supporting the museum.

Sheldon Museum annual holiday open house 
in Middlebury. Saturday, Dec. 3, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., 
Sheldon Museum, 1 Park St. Trains, games, 
trees and wreaths. Come visit the Sheldon for 
their annual holiday celebration.

Used book sale in Middlebury. Saturday, Dec. 3, 
10 a.m.-2 p.m., Ilsley public Library, 75 Main St. 
As our gift to you for your support all children’s 
books are free this month. Supported by Friends 
of Ilsley Public Library. All proceeds directly 
support programming at IPL.

Caroling in Middlebury. Saturday, Dec. 3, 10-
10:45 a.m., front steps of the Congregational 
Church of Middlebury, 2 Main St. All are 
welcome to in for carol singing led by Jessica 
Allen. Refreshments will be provided. Free.

Santa and a bonfire in Salisbury. Saturday, Dec. 
3, 5 p.m., Veterans’ Memorial Park, across from 
Maple Meadow Farm, 518 Maple St. After a 
three-year hiatus, come and join us once again 
as we chat with friends (old and new) by the 
bonfire, welcome Santa as he arrives on a fire 
truck, drink hot cocoa, light the gigantic tree, and 
ride a hay wagon up to the library to enjoy stories 
read by our library director and Santa. There will 
also be soup and sweet treats. 

Sibling-to-Sibling cookie 
decorating party in Middlebury. 

Sunday, Dec. 4, 11:30 a.m-1:30 p.m., 
Center for Community Engagement, 26 Blinn 
Lane, Middlebury College. Sib-to-Sib is inviting 
all Addison County middle school students to 
join them for a fun holiday party. Register at 
go.middlebury.edu/sib2sib.

Brandon Library holiday auction in Brandon. 
Sunday, Dec. 4, 2 p.m., Brandon Free Public 
Library, 4 Franklin St. Come for an entertaining 
and philanthropic afternoon. Dozens of local 

patrons and artists donate holiday wreaths, 
decor, artwork, gift certificates, and treasures 
for the event. Wine, cheese, and door prizes. 
Preview at 1:30 p.m. 

Moonlight Madness in Brandon. 
Monday, Dec. 5- Friday, Dec. 9, 

Downtown. A week of savings and 
specials for shoppers looking for unique gifts, 

one-of-a-kind items, and exceptional customer 
service. Bargains, sales, specials and drawings, 
plus a chance to win $100 in Brandon Bucks. Go 
to Brandon.org to see offers and hours. Stores 
open till 8 p.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 7. More info 
info@brandon.org or 802-247-6401.

“Humanities in the Heart of Community” virtual 
lecture in Middlebury. Monday, Dec. 5, 7 p.m., 
Zoom. The Henry Sheldon Museum invites the 
public and Sheldon Museum members to its 
virtual Annual Meeting featuring special guest 
speaker Christopher Kaufman Ilstrup, Vermont 
Humanities’ executive director. Free. The 
business meeting will begin at 7 p.m. and will 
be followed by Ilstrup’s talk. Register online at 
henrysheldonmuseum.org.

Vermont Folklife’s Annual 
Gingerbread House Competition 

in Middlebury. Exhibit opens Tuesday, 
Dec. 6, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Vermont Folklife, 

88 Main St. This year’s theme is “Vermont 
Landmarks.” Online and gallery exhibits both 
open Dec. 6-9 and 13-16. Online voting for the 
People’s Choice award will be open. All prize 
winners will be announced on Dec. 20.

Paint night: winter cardinal in Middlebury. 
Tuesday, Dec. 6, 5 p.m., Ilsley Public Library, 75 
Main St. Join Renee as she guides you through 
step-by-step video instructions to create a 
masterpiece in minutes. Appropriate for ages 16 
and up. Younger? Bring your favorite grown up. 
Register at ilsleypublislibrary.org. Space is limited.

“The Ministry for the Future” book discussion 
in Middlebury. Tuesday, Dec. 6, 7 p.m., 
Champlain Valley Unitarian Universalist Society, 
2 Duane Ct. Come discuss Kim Stanley 
Robinson’s acclaimed novel “The Ministry for 
the Future.” Facilitated by John Elder, emeritus 
professor of English and Environmental Studies 
at Middlebury. Register at tinyurl.com/CEAC-
Ministry-of-future.

Friends of the Town Hall Moonlight 
Madness in Brandon. Wednesday, 

Dec. 7, 2-9 p.m., Brandon Town Hall, 
1 Conant Sq. As part of Brandon’s annual 
Moonlight Madness week, Brandon Town Hall 
will host more than 20 vendors upstairs and 
downstairs. Anyone interested in renting an 8 x 
10 space for $25 should contact Dennis Marden 
at denniswmarden@gmail.com or leave a 
message at 802-247-5420.

Magic on Main shopping night in Vergennes. 
Thursday, Dec. 8. 5-8 p.m., Downtown. Stress 
of the holidays got you down? Come shop in the 
relaxed atmosphere of downtown Vergennes. 
Special surprises throughout the night — up, 
down and all around Main Street.

“The New History of Watergate” in Middlebury. 
Wednesday, Dec. 7, 7 p.m., Ilsley Public Library, 
75 Main St. Fifty years after five burglars were 
caught inside the Watergate offices of the 
Democratic National Committee, the scandal 
that brought down Richard Nixon’s presidency 
continues to reverberate in modern American 
politics. Journalist Garrett M. Graff, author of 
“Watergate: A New History,” discusses how 
Watergate shaped modern Washington, and 
how the events of 1971-1974 are stranger, wilder 
and weirder than our popular memory.

Midd Night Stroll in Middlebury. 
Thursday, Dec. 8, until 8 p.m., downtown. 

Middlebury’s downtown stores will be 
open late with specials, pop-ups, tastings and 

more. The Cocoa Hut is back at Cannon Park, 
and be sure to check out the falls, which will be 
illuminated the entire month of December. 

Little City Light Tour in Vergennes. Thursday, 
Dec. 8, 5-8 p.m., Downtown. Take a self-guided 
tour around town to see this community exhibit 
of lights.

TUES.-SAT. 7 AM- 2 PM 
Closed on Sundays & Mondays OtterCreekBakery.com

51 OSSIE ROAD  |  EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT  |  802-989-7220

We are grateful &
THANKFUL

for all our 
friends and 
customers. 

TUES.-SAT. 7 AM- 2 PM 

We are grateful &
THANKFUL

TUES.-SAT. 7 AM- 2 PM 

We are grateful &

Happy 
Thanksgiving!
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Ba-da-boom
MIDDLEBURY REC DEPARTMENT’S Dustin Hunt accepts a donation of $5,000 from Tom Scanlon 

on the Middlebury American Legion for fireworks for the annual New Year’s Eve Celebration.
Photo courtesy of Tom Scanlon

VERGENNES — The Seth 
Warner – Rhoda Farrand Chapter 
of the DAR has announced that 
Rebecca Coffey, a Social Studies 
teacher at Vergennes Union High 
School, has been named, not only 
the chapter American History 
Teacher of the Year, but also the 
DAR Vermont American History 
Teacher of the year. 

Requirements to be the DAR 
American History Teacher of the 
year are that she foster a spirit of 

patriotism and loyal support of 
our country and its constitutional 
government and must be able 
to relate history to modern life 
and events. She must have high 
academic standards and be 
committed to her students and 
have a good rapport with them.

On the state level, Karen 
Brigham, State Historian, was 
especially impressed with the 
remarks in Coffey’s letters of 
recommendation. Coffey instills 

critical thinking in her students both 
inside and outside the classroom. 
She integrates project-based 
learning and hands-on activities, 
and fosters civic engagement. 
She teaches students how to 
understand and support their own 
ideas and concepts with historical 
facts. Coffey is especially gifted at 
making students feel comfortable 
and maintains a positive learning 
atmosphere.

MONKTON — BSA Troop 525 
is gearing up to sell Christmas 
trees and wreaths again this year. 
Once again, the honor system, 
self-service will be in place at 265 
Mountain Road (on the North end of 
Mountain Road) in Monkton. There 
will be a deposit box available for 
your payment. Sales started on 
Monday, Nov. 21. Regular manned 
hours for sales will be Saturdays and 
Sundays, beginning Nov. 26, from 
9 a.m. till 4 p.m. This year all trees 
will be $50. Regular wreaths will 
sell for $20, and the large wreaths 
are $30. If you have questions or 
should need help getting a tree or 
wreath, call 802-989-3993. Troop 
525 appreciates your support and 

wish you a Happy Holiday!
The Russell Memorial Library is 

not usually open on Wednesdays, 
but two staff members and two 
volunteers have been hosting a 
special “Early Release Day” at the 
library. Schoolchildren are let out 
early once a month most of the 
school year. The library has hosted 
two programs so far, with the 
students K-6 arriving by bus with 
a bag lunch. The children stay until 
3 p.m., when they are picked up by 
their parents.  

In September they had 25 
students participate, while having 
22 students this month. Activities 
offered include outdoor and indoor 
activities such as simple ball games, 

scavenger hunt, craft projects, 
indoor games, story time and more. 
Recently they had a kindness rock 
project which consisted of kids 
decorating painted rocks with kind 
words and images. Sunday, Nov. 
13, was International Kindness 
Day. The program in December will 
include creating crafts for donation 
to the annual School Holiday Gift 
Bazaar.

For questions or more 
information, call the library at 
802-453-4471. If no answer, leave 
a message and your phone number 
and someone will get back to you. 
Library hours are Tuesday and 
Thursday, 3 to 7 p.m.; Friday and 
Saturday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

MIDDLEBURY — The Henry 
Sheldon Museum invites the public 
and Sheldon Museum members to 
its virtual annual meeting featuring 
special guest speaker Christopher 
Kaufman Ilstrup, executive director 
of Vermont Humanities.

The free event is on Monday, 
Dec. 5, via Zoom. The business 
meeting will begin at 7 p.m. and 
will be followed by Ilstrup’s talk 
titled, “Humanities in the Heart of 
Community.”  

Illstrup will address how for too 
long, our cultural institutions have 
been thought of as nice but limited 
tourist attractions, or places for 
kids to go on field trips, or, worse, 
as a drag on economic development 
strategies that should focus only on 
supporting private sector business, 
tech, or manufacturing. He believes 
we would do well to reconsider the 
contributions that the creative and 
cultural sectors make in building 
strong and resilient communities — 
communities that attract and retain 
young people and entrepreneurs, 
support excellent schools, protect 
our environment, and build 
understanding across difference in 
a polarized world. 

This conversation will build 
on the Sheldon’s prior work 
reinterpreting their collections 
and outreach strategies for the 

CHRISTOPHER KAUFMAN ILSTRUP

Ilstrup to offer talk at the Sheldon

current moment and will help 
contextualize understanding of 
the role of the arts and humanities 
in community development and 
social justice.  

Ilstrup is a native of Addison 
County and became Vermont 
Humanities’ third executive 
director in August 2018. He 
previously served as a senior 
philanthropic advisor at the 
Vermont Community Foundation 
for 10 years. He has held leadership 
roles at the Flynn Center for 
the Performing Arts, Outright 

Vermont, and Rural Vermont, and 
was the first executive director of 
the Pride Center of Vermont. 

He holds an undergraduate 
degree in Dance and Drama from 
Kenyon College and a Master’s 
in Development Studies from the 
London School of Economics. 
He is a member of the steering 
committee for the Vermont 
Creative Network, winner of the 
2022 Plan of the Year awarded by 
the Vermont Planners Association.

Register online at 
henrysheldonmuseum.org.

NEWS

Monkton Have a news tip?
Call Liz Pecor at 802-453-2180

Coffey named DAR Teacher of the Year

VERMONT — The Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
will be sending more than $13.2 
million to the State of Vermont to 
reimburse it for the cost of testing 
both the public and government 
employees during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The $13,248,491 Public 
Assistance grant will go to the 
Vermont Agency of Human 

Services for the costs of 
administering 1,792 CUE LAMP 
and 269,629 PCR COVID-19 
tests required for the safe opening 
and operations of state facilities, 
including employees and visitors 
at state buildings, between May 
2021 and March 2022.

That also included inmates, 
staff, and visitors at correctional 
facilities; students, staff, and 

visitors at public and nonprofit 
schools; residents, staff, and 
visitors at nonprofit long-term care 
facilities; and staff, campers, and 
visitors at public and nonprofit 
summer camps.

So far, FEMA has provided 
more than $413 million in grants to 
Vermont to reimburse the state for 
pandemic-related expenses.

Vt. receives funds the help defray COVID testing costs

Vergennes Union High SchoolMiddlebury Union High School
Samantha Hallock, daughter of Gary and Bethany Hallock, is Vergennes 

Union High School’s Student of the Week. She lives with her parents, two 
brothers, two dogs and four cats in a 4th-generation former one-room 
schoolhouse in Ferrisburgh. 

Samantha has always been a good student, building from an honors to a 
high honors student. She has received Challenging Oneself Awards in Math, 
English, Spanish and Drivers Ed, and has met the five guidelines in STEM 
— Engineering and Architecture. She was also recognized for outstanding 
achievement in Personal Finance. Samantha really appreciated her morning 
meeting teachers. “They are the people I see first in the morning and always 
seem to put a smile on my face,” she says. “High school can be pretty brutal, 
and I am so thankful that I had someone like Mr. West to guide me through it.” 

Samantha plays soccer and softball. She has also wrestled but is changing 
gears in that sport to manage the team instead. Softball is her favorite sport, 
and she credits that in part to her coaches and teammates. Samantha has 
gotten the sportsmanship award in both softball and wrestling. In the musical 
arena, she was selected for the district music festival her freshman year.

Samantha has volunteered with the rest of her morning meeting class to 
serve Thanksgiving meals to seniors and has also helped coach K-6 soccer 
and wrestling. In her spare time, she is very busy playing sports, watching her 
friends and boyfriend play football, skiing, hiking, working out, taking care of children, fishing, helping her mom with her 
childcare, baking apple pies, hunting, listening to Christmas music, and spending quality time with the people she loves. 

High school has taught her that no matter how good or bad your day is, smiling at someone or asking them how their 
day was will make the day brighter. 

Once she graduates, Samantha plans to work with her mother providing childcare and then enroll in Community 
College of Vermont to get a degree in early childhood education and a certificate in childcare. At that point she may 
decide to further her education or go into a university, most likely Castleton. She would like to work as a preschool 
teacher for a couple of years to gain experience and ultimately open up an at-home childcare. All of us at VUHS wish 
her the best of luck.

Narges Anzali
MUHS

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK FROM AREA HIGH SCHOOLSSTUDENTS OF THE WEEK FROM AREA HIGH SCHOOLS

Narges Anzali Samantha Hallock

64 Jackman Drive  •  Bristol 
802.453.2381  •  JackmansInc.com

Way to go, 

Telecommunications Sales and Service
Data Cabling & Fiber Optic Solutions

802-388-8999
Middlebury

CONGRATULATIONS
STUDENTS!

27 Main Street, Vergennes

Keep your Eye
on your

future goals!
Mon 8-4 • Tues–Fri 8-5• Business Law  •  Wills, Trusts and Estates

• Government Contracting  •  Elder Law
• Property and Tenancy Issues

Congratulations
Students!

A� ordable & client-focused legal services

802-489-5099 or law@jlgi.com 
28 North Street - Bristol Village

 JOHNSON LAW GROUP JOHNSON LAW GROUP Congratulations

802-388-1338
99 Court St., Middlebury, VT14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDD., VT

802-388-3371

Stop by to 
grab your 
free gift!

Congratulations!
Keep up the great work,

877-3118
Vergennes, VT

Jackman Fuels, Inc.
Serving the Champlain

Valley since 1945

205 Main Street, Vergennes
877-2661 • jackmanfuels.com

Congratulations!!

Students of the Week from all area high schools 
will receive a gift from Otter Creek Bakery. 

Students of the Week are chosen by school  teachers and administration.

Best of Luck to All Addison County Students!

If you are interested in advertising in Student of the Week contact advertising@addisonindependent.com

Narges Anzali, the daughter of Fahimeh Bahrami and Ata Anzali, is 
Middlebury Union High School’s Student of the Week. She has a younger 
sister, Esra, who is in the 9th grade at MUHS and the family resides in 
Weybridge. 

Narges is a candidate for the full International Baccalaureate diploma and 
chose to pursue the program as she loves diving deeply into subjects that 
she is interested in and the IB program makes that possible. “Right now, I am 
finishing up my Extended Essay (a requirement of the IB program) and these 
kinds of opportunities really make the diploma more rewarding,” she says.

One of her favorite classes is Global Politics with Ms. Slater. Narges says that 
watching a one-minute summary of the world news each day and discussing 
current events and politics helps her and her classmates reflect upon what they 
are learning in class. She thanks Ms. Slater for making the class so engaging 
and she considers the learning environment to be very supportive. Another 
class that she enjoys is Literature as she’s discovered authors from around the 
world and a vast array of writing styles.  

Narges is involved outside of the classroom in a variety of ways. She is 
co-president of the MUHS Model UN chapter, and she serves as a student 
representative to the Addison Central School District Board. She says these 
roles allow her to practice debate and political engagement with both peers 
and community members. She’s a member of SCOHR, the school’s human rights club, and has held part-time positions at 
TJ Maxx and at the Ilsley Library in Middlebury. 

She serves as a mentor on the Young Writers Project, reviewing and publishing other young people’s writing, as well as 
running a Great Poets Challenge that exposes young writers to new perspectives and poets. In the summer of 2021, she 
attended the Rural Leaders Program at the University of Chicago where she enrolled in a Revolutions and Resistance in 
Modern History class taught by a University of Chicago professor. This fall she is taking a poetry workshop at Middlebury 
College.  

As Narges looks ahead to college, she is focusing her search on mid-sized liberal arts institutions where she can further 
explore liberal arts and history. We are confident that a bright future awaits Narges on the road ahead and wish her well.

Samantha Hallock
VUHS

Narges and
Samantha

Narges & Samantha

Narges & Samantha
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&&service& DIRECTORY

auto body restoration
auto repair 
carpentry/contractors
cleaning services

computers
construction
duct cleaning
firewood

flooring
heating &
    air conditioning
masonryBusiness

Thursday

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

COMPUTERS

CONSTRUCTION

CLEANING SERVICES

AUTO BODY RESTORATION

CHECK US OUT
ONLINE AT

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

AUTO REPAIR

LOCAL CONTRACTOR
GENERAL CARPENTRY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Remodeling • Additions

Painting • Roofing
WINNER of “Best Local Contractor” 

FOUR CONSECUTIVE YEARS by 
READERS CHOICE AWARDS!

MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT

MARK TRUDEAUMARK TRUDEAU

802.388.0860802.388.0860

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

802-453-7345  |  138 Hunt Road, New Haven, VT

Metal Fabrication
Agricultural Repair
Commercial Repair

Auto Body Repair
Rust Repair
Collison Repair

Full/Custom
    restoration

We accept all major credit cards  |  We accept Insurance claims
Follow our projects on Facebook

Family owned & operated

Over two decades experience!

MASONRY
Fine Dry Stone Masonry

Jamie Masefield
Certified by the Dry Stone Wallers
Association of Great Britain

802-233-4670
jmasefield@gmavt.net

REACH THE COUNTY  
ADVERTISE  HERE

ADDY INDY - 388-4944

Gevry Firewood LLC
gevryfirewoodvt@gmail.com

or 802-349-0699

Are you looking for green or 
seasoned firewood?

Well we’ve got it all right here in Addison, VT!

We cut, split, and deliver hardwood 
firewood in 12-24 inch lengths.

And we now offer kiln dried firewood!
Contact us today for a quote!

FIREWOOD

Quaker Village
Carpentry

Siding, Windows, Garages, Decks & Porches
New Construction, Renovations and Repairs

Maurice plouffe
802-545-2251
1736 Quaker Village Road

Weybridge, VT 05753

DO YOU REPAIR OR CLEAN 
FURNACES? 

 YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

FLOORING

And Duct Work 
for Heating, Ventilation 
and Air Conditioning
We use 5,000+ cfm HEPA
Vacuum Cleaning Systems 

Commercial/Residential • Owner Operated • Fully Insured • Neat & Clean

Buy Local! 802.989.0396

Specializing inSpecializing in
Duct CleaningDuct Cleaning

We can design, fabricate, seal, insulate, clean,
anything to do with your ducted systems.

Certified
Collision Experts

All Makes and Models
Working with all

Insurance companies

(802) 388-9961
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

2196 Rt 7 South,  Middlebury
stonecdjr.com

Hometown Service from 
Your Hometown Dealers!

Factory-Trained Technicians
Servicing all makes

and models

G Stone Motors   
36 Boardman St., 

Middlebury
(802) 388-6718

gstonemotors.com 

Stone
Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
2149 Rt 7 So., Middlebury

(802) 388-9961
stonecdjr.com

F    J    C
802.310.1986

• Full service general 
contractor

• Turn key construction
• Kind knowledgeable staff

fjcbuilders.com

One cal l  does i t  a l l
Christopher Netelkos

cnetelkos@fjcbuilders.com   •   Sudbury, Vt.

For an appointment , call The PC Medic of 
Vermont at 802-734-6815
www.pcmedicvt.com

The PC Medic of 
Vermont now offers 

both on-site and remote 
computer services for 

your PC.

Call today to see which 
type of appointment 

you need, and get your 
PC running correctly 

again!
DO YOU WINTERIZE HOUSES? 

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!
CALL 802-388-4944

DUCT CLEANING

Melissa’s Quality
Cleaning Services
Residential & Commercial

GREAT RATES • FULLY INSURED
Reliable & Thorough 

802 345-6257

David Walker ConstructionDavid Walker Construction
298 Biddle Road
Lincoln, Vermont

05443

Semi-Retired
Small Jobs Only

cell: 802-989-0320

email:
dwconstruction@gmavt.net

THETHE
SNOWFLAKESSNOWFLAKES
ARE FALLINGARE FALLING

ADVERTISE ADVERTISE 
YOUR SNOW YOUR SNOW 

REMOVAL REMOVAL 
BUSINESS IN BUSINESS IN 

THE ADDY INDY.THE ADDY INDY.

CALLCALL
802-388-4944802-388-4944
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Soak Up The Sun!
Don’t spend your hard-earned money 
making the hot water or electricity that 
you use today–

SOLAR IS MORE AFFORDABLE THAN EVER!

Go Green with us –

We’ve been here for you for 43 years – 
Let us help you with your solar projects today. 

Call for a FREE on-site evaluation

SIDING

LAROSE SURVEYS, P.C.
Ronald L. LaRose, L.S. • Kevin R. LaRose, L.S.

Land Surveying/Septic Design
“We will take you through the

permitting process!”

25 West St. • PO Box 388
Bristol, VT 05443

Telephone: 802-453-3818
Fax: 802- 329-2138

larosesurveys@gmail.com

TAXES

&&service& DIRECTORYBusiness
Thursday painting 

plumbing
registration assistance
renewable energy
roofing

rubbish & recycling
septic & water
siding
snow removal
storage

surveying
tree service

SURVEYING

Reach
more potential
customers!

Place your ad in
the Addy Indy!

CHECK US OUT
ONLINE AT

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

Marcel Brunet & Sons, Inc.
Windows & Siding

Vergennes, VT

802-316-6060 • rbrunet1@myfairpoint.net • 802-877-2640

Siding • Windows
Additions • Garages • Decks

WE HAVE THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT 
FOR THE RIGHT JOB – TO GIVE YOU

 REASONABLE RATES

Reasonable Rates • Year-round Service • Fully Insured
(802) 453-3351 • Cell (802) 363-5619

24 Hour Emergency Service 453-7014
 Brownswelding.com

Serving Vermont for over 42 years!

BROWN’S TREE & 
CRANE SERVICE

Dangerous Trees Cut & Removed
Stumps Removed  
Trusses Set
Trees Trimmed 
Land Clearing

FREE ESTIMATES FOR TREE SERVICES

TREE SERVICE

Celebrating 36 Years
Environmental Consultants – Licensed Designers

Steve Revell CPG, LD#178 BW

• Water Supply - Location, Development and Permitting
• On-Site Wastewater Design • Single & Multiple Lot Subdivision
• Property Development & Permitting
• State and Local Permitting
• Underground Storage Tank Removal & Assessment

Fax 802-453-5399 • Email: jrevell@lagvt.com
163 Revell Drive • Lincoln, VT 05443

Toll-Free: 800-477-4384
802-453-4384

www.lagvt.com

Jeremy Revell LD#611 BW • Tyler Maynard LD#597 B

REGISTRATION 
ASSISTANCE

Advertise your business on these pages for under $10 per week.
Call 802-388-4944 or email advertising@addisonindependent.com for details.

PLUMBING

SEPTIC & WATER

Phone (802) 537-3555

roofingMichael Doran
• Standing seam

• Asphalt shingles 
• Slate

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

roofing

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

Phone (802) 537-3555

Michael Doran
as seen at Addison County Field Days!

• Standing seam
• Asphalt shingles 

• Slate

mpdoransr@gmail.com

Go Solar with
AllEarth Renewables
Customer-driven solutions 
designed, engineered and built 
in Vermont, with over 3,000 
installations in the state.

CALL 802.872.9600 x122
allearthrenewalables.com

RENEWABLE ENERGY

ROAD READY SERVICE LLC

SAVE A TRIP TO THE DMVSAVE A TRIP TO THE DMV
Don’t drive to Rutland or Montpelier!

We can register all makes and models of cars, 
trucks, campers, trailers, RVs and boats

here in Addison County!

(802) 349-8483 
roadreadyservicellc@gmail.com
2877 Ethan Allen Hwy
New Haven, VT. 05472

Jeanne Miller

roadreadyservicellc

Short Surveying, inc.
Serving Addison County Since 1991

Timothy L. Short, L.S.
Property Line Surveys • Topographical Surveys

FEMA Elevation Certificates
135 S. Pleasant St., Middlebury, VT 

802-388-3511
ShortSurveyingVT@gmail.com

Are you a
tax preparer?
We’ll help you reach

 more clients this 
tax season.

Email advertising@
addisonindependent.com 

to get started.

A friendly, professional, 
and affordable family business.

Interior Painting

HESCOCK PAINTING

Kim or Jonathan Hescock
hescock@shoreham.net

462-3737 or 989-9107

Free Free 
Estimates Estimates 

References References 

Fully Fully 
InsuredInsured

PAINTING

We help your ideas grow from start to finish,
no project is too big. Give us a call and you will

see the potential in your morning to evening view.
Lawn care, snow plowing, excavation, tree removal, 

driveways, pressure washing, and more - all at
their best. We can build it up or take it down.
No idea is too big for us to maneuver around.

802-349-6163 
Winter, Spring, Summer and All your Fall needs

Wishing for more Wishing for more 
business?business?

ADVERTISE YOUR FIRE WOODADVERTISE YOUR FIRE WOOD
& CHIMNEY CLEANING& CHIMNEY CLEANING

 BUSINESS HERE BUSINESS HERE. . 

CALL 802-388-4944 CALL 802-388-4944 
OR EMAIL OR EMAIL 

ADVERTISING@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COMADVERTISING@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

ROOFING SNOW  REMOVAL

DO YOU CLEAN HOUSES?  
YOUR AD SHOULD

BE HERE!

SURVEYING
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Public Meetings
AL-ANON OFFERS HELP 
and hope to anyone who 
has been affected by a 
loved one’s drinking. 
Middlebury hosts an online 
meeting Sunday night 
7:15pm and a face to face 
one Wednesday at 1:30pm 
at CVUUS (2 Duane Court 
Middlebury near the high 
school) that you can also 
access by Zoom. Visit 
vermontalanonalateen.org 
for links and list of other 
meetings in the region. If 
you’d like to speak to an 
Al-Anon member, call our 
answering service (866-
972-5266) and an Al-Anon 
member will call you back.

A L C O H O L I C S 
ANONYMOUS in person 
meetings are available. 
For a list of local virtual 
meetings visit http://bit.
ly/district9aa.  For more 
information visit https://
aavt.org/ or call the 24 hour 
hotline at 802-388-9284.

THE TURNING POINT 
CENTER of  Addison 
County is open for in-
person services, Monday 
through Friday, 10am-
4pm, 54A Creek Road, 
M idd lebury.  We are 
available by phone 24/7 
at 802-388-4249.

VERMONT SUPPORT 
LINE Are you struggling 
with a challenging situa-
tion? Do you have feel-
ings of sadness, loneliness, 
isolation, anger, or depres-
sion? You don’t have to 
face it alone. Talk with a 
caring person who under-
stands what you’re going 
through today by calling or 
texting the free and confi-
dential Pathways Vermont 
Support Line available 24/7 
at (833) VT - TALKS.

DEADLINE: Monday at 5 p.m. 

CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM
Addison Independent

Cash in on our 4-for-3 rates! Pay for 3 issues, get 4th issue free! An ad placed for consective issues runs the 4th time for free! PLEASE PRINT YOUR AD...

The Independent assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in ads, but will 
rerun classified ad in which the error oc-
curred. No refunds will be possible. Ad-
vertiser will please notify us of any errors 
which may occur after first publication.

Number of words:
Cost:
# of runs:
Spotlight Charge:
Internet Listing: $2.00
TOTAL:

ADDISON INDEPENDENT
58 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-4944
addisonindependent.com •  email: classifieds@addisonindependent.com

RA
TE

S

• 25¢ per word • minimum $2.50 per ad 

• $2 internet listing for up to 4 issues • minimum 2 insertions

• Special 4 for 3 rates not valid for the following categories: Services,
Opportunities, Real Estate, Wood heat, Attn. Farmers, For Rent & Help Wanted

Notices

Card of Thanks

Personals

Services

Free**

Lost ’N Found**

Garage Sales 

Lawn & Garden

Opportunities

Adoption

Work Wanted

Help Wanted

For Sale

Public Meetings**

For Rent

Want to Rent

Wood Heat

Real Estate

Animals

Att. Farmers

Motorcycles

Cars

Trucks

SUVs

Snowmobiles

Boats

Wanted

Real Estate Wanted

Vacation Rentals

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Spotlight with large 3$2** no charge for these ads

Or, submit your classified ad on our website: addisonindependent.com

Volunteer ad

3x3 or a 6x3 

Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities

CHILDCARE WORKER/PARENT EDUCATOR

Join the Parent/Child Center Team
CHILDCARE WORKER/PARENT EDUCATOR

Childcare Sta�  Position: 
We are seeking a childcare worker who will work with children and 
parents in our therapeutic program. � is is a full-time position with

generous bene� ts. We are a therapeutic childcare program that supports 
children birth through 5 and their families. 

Strong candidates must have knowledge of
child development, family systems, excellent

communication skills, and want to work with young
families. Flexibility and collaboration are a must.

Please send a resume and cover le� er, to Donna Bailey
at dbailey@addisoncountypcc.org.

Co-Director
� e Addison County Parent/Child Center (ACPCC) is seeking a 

Co-Director to LEAD this well-known and highly respected 
non-pro� t located in Middlebury, Vermont. � e ACPCC

is dedicated to providing family support services, therapeutic 
childcare and education, prevention and support for youth, adults 

and children in Addison County.
� is is a great opportunity for an innovative, creative, energetic, 

engaged community leader who is passionate about making a 
di� erence in a co-directorship model. 

� e successful candidate will possess:
    • Strong communication skills
    • A team-oriented work style

    • A passion for working with families and children 
    • A dedication to social justice issues

� e successful candidate will have experience:
    • Working with human services and state agencies 

    in all aspects of human resource and personnel management 
  

Please send a resume and cover le� er, along with 3 
references to Donna Bailey at 

dbailey@addisoncountypcc.org.

ADDISON CENTRAL
SCHOOL DISTRICT

COACHING POSITIONS

Middlebury Union Middle School:
7th Grade Girls’ Basketball Coach

Assistant Gymnastics Coach
Applicants must possess a strong knowledge of coaching 
principles with previous coaching experience preferred.  
Must possess strong organizational skills and the ability 
to communicate and relate to student athletes.

Interested parties should send a letter
of interest, resume, and three current 

letters of reference to:
Esther Charlestin/Dean of School Culture & Climate

Middlebury Union Middle School
48 Deerfield Lane

Middlebury, VT  05753

Applications will be accepted
until the positions have been filled.

E.O.E.

Middlebury Union High School:
Varsity Girls’ Lacrosse Coach

Junior Varsity Girls’ Lacrosse Coach
Varsity Softball Coach

Applicants must possess a strong knowledge of coaching 
principles with previous coaching experience preferred.  
Must possess strong organizational skills and the ability 
to communicate and relate to student athletes.

Interested parties should send a letter
of interest, resume, and three current 

letters of reference to:
Sean Farrell/Athletic Director

Middlebury Union High School
73 Charles Avenue

Middlebury, VT  05753

Volunteer Scheduler & Mailer Needed!
The AARP Foundation & RSVP provide free tax assistance to low- and middle-income residents of Addison County each 

tax season. We are seeking a Volunteer Scheduler and Volunteer Mailer to join our team. This rewarding work would be 
done from home February through mid-April and volunteers set their own schedule.

 Volunteer Scheduler

Please contact RSVP of Addison County at 802-388-7044
or lynnrsvpfgp@gmail.com if you would like to join our team!

Help the team schedule client appointments one or more days per week. Skills required include:
• Organization skills and attention to detail.
• Excellent computer skills and the ability to use and update shared Google
   spreadsheets/calendars.
• Being comfortable on the phone, a great listener and a clear communicator.

Volunteer Mailer
Help the team address envelopes and mail letters to clients.

Computer skills are needed as this position utilizes a Google spreadsheet.

Student Support Specialist 
“VAL opens the door to a world
of possibility for our students”

- Maureen, VAL employee of 33 years
Work with motivated students who are choosing 

education! Vermont Adult Learning seeks
a compassionate and versatile Student Support 

Specialist at our Middlebury Learning Center
to work with students on their educational

journey with VAL and beyond.
WANT MORE INFORMATION?

Go to https://vtadultlearning.org/about-
us/#careers for a full job description.

To apply, submit a cover letter and resume to 
Rebecca Campbell (rcampbell@vtadultlearning.org)

Vermont Adult Learning is an Equal Opportunity Employer

3 x col 3.5
AgwayCD

3 x col 4
brandon reeporter

Help Wanted 
ads can be 
found on 
Page 8B

& 9B.

Middlebury Agway  338 Exchange St. – Middlebury, VT.

PT/FT Cashier -  Customer Service
Immediate Openings available.  Must be able to work until 6pm Week-

days and Weekends a MUST.  Approximately 20 - 35hrs per week.
Wage commensurate with experience. 

Please send Resumes to info@middleburyagway.com or Fill out Application 
at Middlebury Agway, 338 Exchange Street, Middlebury VT.

Please no phone calls.

Warehouse and Yard Worker  -  PT/FT  Position available
Warehouse Worker Job Purpose: Loading and Assisting with Customer 
Orders from the Yard, Warehouse and Store, Stocking Shelves and Filling 
Propane Tanks.
Skills/Qualifications: Ability to lift 50lbs repeatedly throughout the day 
Weekends and dependability a MUST!  Preferable age 18+.

Please fill out an application in person.
Middlebury Agway - 338 Exchange St. – Middlebury, VT.

REPORTER
Part-or-full time position for an 

experienced reporter for 
THE REPORTER, serving Brandon, 

Pittsford, Proctor and West 
Rutland. Working remotely is 
acceptable. Pay depends on 

experience; salary or per piece; 
for print and digital publishing. 

Send resumé to Angelo Lynn at angelo@addisonindependent.com. 

B R A N D O N R E P O R T E R . C O M

REPORTER
REPORTERHiring

Addison Independent

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted
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V E R G E N N E S  F R E E 
THINKERS Founded in 
1935 on the principle of 
one alcoholic helping an-
other to achieve sobriety, 
A.A. is an effective and 
enduring program of re-
covery that has changed 
countless lives.  A.A. has 
always been committed to 
making its program of re-
covery available to anyone, 
anywhere, who reaches 
out for help with an alcohol 
problem.  The Vergennes 
Free Thinkers meeting was 
created in January of this 
year to maintain a tradition 
of free expression, conduct 

a meeting where alcoholics 
may feel free to express 
any beliefs, doubts or dis-
belief they may have, to 
share their own personal 
form of spiritual experience, 
their search for it, and/or 
their rejection of it, without 
having to accept anyone 
else’s beliefs or having to 
deny their own. Meetings 
are held with a high re-
gard for compassion and 
inclusion without judgment 
or exception.  If you think 
we can help, please join 
us on Thursdays at 6pm 
by contacting Vergennes-
freethinkers@gmail.com 
for Zoom and in-person 
meeting information.

Services
C+I DRYWALL and plaster-
ing. Call Joe 802-234-5545.

CONSTRUCTION: ADDI-
TIONS, RENOVATIONS 
new construction, drywall, 
carpentry, painting, flooring, 
roofing, pressure washing, 
driveway sealing. All as-
pects of construction, also 
property maintenance. Ste-
ven Fifield 802-989-0009.

MELISSA’S QUALITY 
CLEANING Services. Resi-
dential and commercial. 
Fully insured. Great rates. 
Reliable and thorough 
cleaning. 802-345-6257.

ODD JOBS lawn work, cut 
brush, some tree work. Call 
us we do other jobs too! 
802-999-2194 John.

TJ’S LANDSCAPING & 
Property Maintenance has 
room for some last minute 
fall cleanups. Also offering 
junk removal and all your 
outdoor needs. Free quote 
call/text 802-989-1102.

3
WE BUY OLD STUFF Es-
tates, collections, antiques 
etc. Also hunting and fish-
ing items. Call Erik 802-
345-0653.

Free
DIGITAL ACCESS View 
obituaries, calendar listings 
and classifieds online at 
addisonindependent.com.  
Don’t miss out on events, 
garage sales, or opportu-
nities- check out our free 
digital listings.  Looking 
to read more? Become a 
subscriber!

Help Wanted
AMERICAN FLATBREAD 
MIDDLEBURY Hearth 
is hiring!  Offering good 
compensation, respect-
ful co-workers, and great 
food.  We are hiring for 
multiple full time and part 
time positions including bar 
leadership, daytime prep 
and evening shifts.  Ample 
opportunities for growth in 
a positive work environ-
ment.  Please stop in for 
an application or email Joe 
at joe@americanflatbread.
com. EOE.

For Sale
SALT & PEPPER SHAKER 
collection. (tote full), BRO. 
5 old kerosene lamps, 
BRO. Authentic, old Mickey 
Mouse telephone, works. 
$100. 802-453-3183.

WASHING MACHINE 
Speed Queen Deluxe. 
Good condition. $400. 802-
453-3891.

For Rent
12’ X 24’ STORAGE 
SPACES in Brandon. Call 
802-349-4212.

3 BEDROOM; 2 Bathroom, 
single family house, wash-
er/dryer hook up, utilities 
not included non smok-
ing, pets negotiable, lease 
required, deposit first and 
last months rent, $1,600 
per month, 802-349-4332.

BRISTOL: Gentleman in 
his 70s who enjoys classic 
TV shows & word puzzles. 
Reduced rent of $300/mo. 
in exchange for providing 
companionship, occas. 
transportation, & cooking 
a few meals each week. 
Must be cat-friendly! 802-
863-5625 or HomeShareV-
ermont.org for application. 
Interview, refs, bg check 
req. EHO.

DRY, SECURE WINTER 
storage. 12’ wide, 16’ high, 
32’ deep. Middlebury. $300/
mo. 802-388-0860.

MIDDLEBURY, 1 BED-
ROOM, downtown apart-
ment; includes trash and 
snow removal, parking. No 
pets, no smoking. $1,500/
mo. plus deposit. 802-388-
7525.

DRY, WINTER/SUMMER 
STORAGE SPACE in Ad-
dison. Available storage 
space in my barn for sum-
mer/winter storage. The 
barn is structurally sound 
and weather-tight with 
electricity. No heat or run-
ning water. The barn is also 
available for lease. The en-
trance door measurements 
are 8’ wide by 7’ high. For 
more info: 802-363-3403 
or rochon_m@yahoo.com.

MIDDLEBURY SUGAR-
WOOD APARTMENTS 
is currently taking waitlist 
applications for 2, 3, 4  bed-
room apartments. Minimum 
occupancy requirements.  
No smoking/ No pets.  In-
come limits apply- Rent 
based on income. Equal 
Housing Opportunity 802-
247-0165 TTY: 800-253-
0191 www.SummitPMG.
com.

MIDDLEBURY, OFF CAM-
PUS HOUSING available. 
802-388-4831, AJ Neri 
Property Rentals.

MIDDLEBURY: Profes-
sional in her 60s who en-
joys caring for her horses 
& gardening. Seeking 
housemate to chip in w/ 
yardwork & gardens. $350/
mo. Must be pet-friendly! 
Private BA. 802-863-5625 
or HomeShareVermont.org 
for application. Interview, 
refs, bg check req. EHO.

VERGENNES VALLEY 
VIEW APARTMENTS is 
currently taking wait list ap-
plications.  Occupants must 
be 62+ years of age.  No 
smoking/ No pets. Income 
limits apply - Rent based 
on income. Equal Housing 
Opportunity.  802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com.

Wood Heat
DRY OR GREEN firewood 
for sale. Delivery available. 
802-758-2007.

Animals
PUPPIES! Father, Border 
Collie, Mother, Husky/Re-
triever mix. Ready to go 
mid-December. $500 each. 
Please call 802-758-2598.

Att. Farmers

SMALL SQUARE BALES 
$3.50.  Excellent round 
bales $30.00.  Call 802-
377-5455.

WHITNEY’S CUSTOM 
FARM WORK Pond agi-
tating, liquid manure haul-
ing, drag line aerating. Call 
for price. 462-2755, John 
Whitney.

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent

It’s against the law to 
discriminate

when advertising housing

Let us help you sift through the complexities of 
the Fair Housing Law. Stay legal. Stay on the 
right side of the nation’s Fair Housing Law. 

Call the Addison Independent at (802) 
388-4944. 

Talk to our sales professionals.

It’s against the law to discriminate when 
advertising housing. Its easier to break the law 
than you might think. You can’t say “no children” 
or “adults only.”
There’s a lot you can’t say.
The Federal Government  
is watching for such discrimination.

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

Clean and bright 900 sq ft
office space for lease. 

Two offices and conference room (or 
three offices), a foyer and bathroom 

on the first floor. Two entrances 
with covered porches, hardwood 

floors throughout. Ample off street 
parking and sign on Court St (Route 
7). Building is well maintained and 

includes Heat, Electric, Mowing, 
Plowing, Rubbish, Water and Sewer. 

$1500/month available Jan 1st. 

FOR RENT

CALL 802-349-9712

OLD & Used
guns wanted

P: 802-775-2859
C: 802-236-7213

Rifles, 
Hand 
guns, 

Shot guns
Top prices paid.

ALL ADDISON COUNTY LOCATIONS 
CURRENTLY HIRING!

For openings and to apply, visit 
Maplefields.com

Looking for work in your hometown? 
We offer medical, dental, paid vacation, 

personal time, sick time and 401K for
full time positions.

Looking for 
something different?

Your local newspaper 
is your

BEST RESOURCE 
for local 

job opportunities!

Also available online:
addisonindependent.com

2 x col  3
UVMCD

Sign-on Bonus, Travel Allowance, Free Meal,
New Wage Bands and Shift Differentials

The Residence at Otter Creek, a premiere senior living community 
in Middlebury, VT is accepting applications for:

Full/Part-Time Med Techs/LPN ($3,000 sign-on bonus)

Full/Part-Time Caregiver ($3,000 sign-on bonus)

Full-Time Servers ($500 sign-on bonus)

Full-Time Maintenance Director
Full-Time Maintenance Assistants ($2,000 sign-on bonus)

Van Driver FT/PT ($500 sign-on bonus)

Resident Engagement Memory Care FT/PT 
Resident Engagement Assistant FT/PT ($500 sign-on bonus)

Applicants must be able to work weekends.
Background checks required.  
Please email your resume to

Kristen LaFlam at klaflam@residenceottercreek.com.
The Residence at Otter Creek

350 Lodge Road, Middlebury, VT 05753
www.residenceottercreek.com

   

NOW HIRING

MIDDLEBURY UNION 
HIGH SCHOOL

MUHS
COACHING POSITIONS

Middlebury Union High School is seeking the following:
Varsity Boys’ Assistant Hockey Coach

Varsity Boys’ Assistant Basketball Coach
Applicants must possess a strong knowledge of coaching 
principles with previous coaching experience preferred. 
Must possess strong organizational skills and the ability 
to communicate and relate to student athletes.

Interested parties should send a letter
of interest, resume, and three current

letters of reference to:
Sean Farrell/Athletic Director

Middlebury Union Middle School
73 Charles Avenue

Middlebury, VT  05753

Applications will be accepted
until the positions have been filled.

E.O.E.

Shard Villa
Level 3 Residential Care Home

NOW HIRING

For more information
Call 802.352.4369

ALL SHIFTS
~ Competitive Pay ~

CAREGIVERS
Full-Time ~ Part-Time

We are seeking a staff person to be a part of our Outreach team, 
which provides support to young families
through center and home-based services.

Position includes individual and group work opportunities, 
collaboration with community agencies and home visiting.

MSW preferred or a minimum of a Bachelor’s degree 
in a related field is required.

Great working environment and benefits!
Total hours are negotiable.

Please send a resume and cover letter, along with 3 
references to Donna Bailey at

dbailey@addisoncountypcc.org

Outreach Position

Call 388-4944 and ask for Sadie!

SIGN UP

TODAY!

A D D I S O N I N D E P E N D E N T . C O M

Subscribe online and never miss an issue! 

58 Maple St., Midd., VT 05753
802-388-4944

SUBSCRIBE

SUBSCRIBE
O N L I N E

Help Wanted

Public Meetings For Rent

Help Wanted Public Meetings

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Services

 All real estate advertising 
in this newspaper is 
subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 
as amended which makes 
it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons 
receiving public assistance, 
or an intention to make any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will 
not  knowingly accept any 
advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.  To complain 
of discrimination, call HUD 
Toll-free at 1-800-424-8590. 
For the Washington, DC area 
please call HUD at  
426-3500.

For Rent

For Rent

For Rent
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Auctions

Tuesday 12:30pm to 4:30pm

APPOINTMENTS REQUIRED.

802-388-1966
addisoncountyclerk@gmail.com

Addison County Courthouse
The Addison County Clerk
located in Frank Mahady
Courthouse is available

to accept passport applications
and provide  passport photos.

REGULAR HOURS
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday

9am to 1pm

Full Passport Service

TOWN OF GOSHEN - INVITATION TO BID
BIDS DUE: December 9, 2022 

The Goshen Selectboard is seeking bids for the purchase and complete 
installation of a heat pump for the town office, roughly 600 SQ. FT broken into 
two rooms.  

Include breakdown of material cost, labor, any current rebates from the 
manufacturer, Efficiency Vermont and/or GMP, and manufacturer warranties 
included/options.

Please mail or drop off Sealed Bids no later than December 9th, 2022 to:
Town of Goshen, 50 Carlisle Hill Road, Goshen, VT 05733
For more information or to schedule a walk-through, contact tmagoon@

goshenvt.org. 

STATE OF VERMONT
SUPERIOR COURT

ADDISON UNIT 
PROBATE DIVISION

DOCKET NO.: 22-PR-06003
IN RE ESTATE OF:

ARTHUR DANYOW, JR.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

To the Creditors of: Arthur Danyow, 
Jr., late of Vergennes Vermont. I 
have been appointed to administer 
this estate. All creditors having 
claims against the decedent, or the 
estate must present their claims in 
writing within (4) months of the first 
publication of this notice. The claim 
must be presented to me at the 
address listed below with a copy sent 
to the court. The claim may be barred 
forever if it is not presented within the 
four (4) month period.
Dated: November 17, 2022

Executor/Administrator: Andrew H. 
Montroll, Esq.

Mailing Address: PO Box 1045
Burlington, VT 05402-1045

Phone Number: 802-540-0250
Email: amontroll@mblawoffice.com

Publication: Addison Independent
Publication Date: 11/24/22
Address of Probate Court:
Addison Unit, Probate Court
7 Mahady Court
Middlebury, VT 05753

NOTICE OF DESTRUCTION
OF PERSONNEL RECORDS

RUTLAND NORTHEAST
SUPERVISORY UNION

Brandon, Chittenden, Goshen, Leicester, Mendon, Pittsford, Sudbury, Whiting 
(RNESU, Otter Valley & Barstow Unified Union School Districts)

Let this serve as notice that Personnel Records of employees who were 
employed at Barstow Memorial School, Lothrop Elementary School, Neshobe 
School, Otter Creek Academy (formally known as Leicester Central, Sudbury 
County and Whiting Elementary Schools), or Otter Valley High School prior and 
up to the 1992 school year are being destroyed in accordance with Federal, State 
and Local Guidelines.

Anyone who would like their record should call Pam Reed at the RNESU Office 
at (802)247-5757 prior to December 31, 2022 to make arrangements to pick it up.
 Brooke Dahlin
 Human Resources Coordinator

TOWN OF SALISBURY
INVITATION TO BID

The Town of Salisbury is accepting bids for the mowing of the Village 
Cemetery (including both sides of the new fence), Holman Cemetery, West 
Salisbury Cemetery (including sumac control on stone wall at back of new 
section), the Town Hall, intersection triangles along with the slope in front of 
the Town Office.  Mowing should be done three times per month.  Bids must 
be submitted by December 10, 2022 to Select Board, PO Box 66, Salisbury, 
VT 05769.  

TRI-TOWN WATER DISTRICT NO. 1
P.O. BOX 85 BRIDPORT, VERMONT 05734-0085

802-758-2202
tritownwater@gmavt.net

The Legal Voters of Tri-Town Water District No. 1, a municipal corporation, 
are hereby warned and noticed to meet at the business office of Tri-Town Water 
District No. 1 at 14 Crown Point Road in Bridport, VT on December 6, 2022 at 
7:00 PM to transact the following business: 
Article 1. To elect the officers for the ensuing year
    a.)  Moderator
    b.)  Clerk
    c.)  Treasurer
Article 2. To hear and act upon reports of the District. 
Article 3. To see if the District will authorize the Board of Water Commissioners 
to borrow money to pay debts and expenses in anticipation of revenue receipts, 
if necessary, for the ensuing year, said money to be paid to its Treasurer.
Article 4. To approve projected budget for the 2022-2023 fiscal year. 
Article 5. To transact any other business thought proper to be done at this time. 
 Tri-Town Water District No. 1
 Mark Pumilgia, Clerk-Treasurer

WARNING
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE

VERGENNES-PANTON WATER DISTRICT, INC.
DECEMBER 13, 2022

The legal voters of VERGENNES-PANTON WATER DISTRICT, INC. are 
hereby notified and warned to meet at the V.P.W.D. office building on Canal 
Street in the City of Vergennes in said District, on the 13th day of December, 
2022 at 7:00 P.M.  in person to transact the following business to wit:
ARTICLE I:  To elect by ballot the following officers:
  (a) a moderator
  (b) a clerk
  (c) a treasurer
ARTICLE II:    To hear and act upon the reports from the officers of the  

VERGENNES-PANTON WATER DISTRICT, INC.
ARTICLE III:   To have presented by the Board of Commissioners of the 

VERGENNES- PANTON WATER DISTRICT, INC. their estimate of expenses 
for the ensuring year and to appropriate such sum as it, the VERGENNES-
PANTON WATER DISTRICT, INC. deems necessary for said expenses 
together with the amount required to pay the balance, if any, left unpaid 
expressing said sum in dollars in its vote.

ARTICLE IV: To establish salaries for the Commissioners and other elected 
officers of the Water District.

ARTICLE V: To see whether the voters of said Water District will authorize its 
Board to borrow money pending receipt of water rents, by issuance of its 
notes or orders payable not later than one(1) year to date.

ARTICLE VI: To transact any other business proper to come before said 
meeting.

 Dated at Vergennes, Vermont, this 10th day  of November, 2022
 Maria L. Brown, Clerk      
                  VERGENNES-PANTON WATER DISTRICT

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT

HALLADAY ROAD WASTEWATER PUMP STATION
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed Bids for the construction of the Halladay Road Wastewater Pump 
Station will be received by the Town of Middlebury, Vermont, at the office of the 
Town of Middlebury, 77 Main Street, Middlebury VT 05753, until 11:00 a.m. 
local time on December 22, 2022, at which time the Bids received will be publicly 
opened and read. The Project consists of rehabilitating the Halladay Road 
Wastewater Pump Station. The work generally includes the demolition and 
removal of existing pumps and controls, refurbishment and modifications 
to the existing wet well, new wastewater pumps and controls, electrical, 
mechanical, earthwork, generator, and generator building.

Bids will be received for a single prime Contract. Bids shall be on a lump sum 
and unit price basis, as indicated in the Bid Schedule.

The Issuing Office for the Bidding Documents is: Otter Creek Engineering, 
Inc. Prospective Bidders may examine the Bidding Documents at the Issuing 
Office, 404 East Main St., Middlebury, VT 05753, on Mondays through Fridays 
between the hours of 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., and may obtain copies of the Bidding 
Documents from the Issuing Office as described below. 

Bidding Documents also may be examined at the office of the Town of 
Middlebury, Department of Public Works, 1020 Route 7 South, Middlebury, 
VT 05753, on Mondays through Fridays between the hours of 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m.; and the office of the Engineer, Otter Creek Engineering, Inc., 404 East 
Main Street, Middlebury, VT, on Mondays through Fridays between the hours 
of 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Printed copies of the Bidding Documents may be obtained from the 
Issuing Office, during the hours indicated above, upon payment of $100.00 
for each set. Checks for Bidding Documents shall be payable to Otter Creek 
Engineering, Inc. mailing address: P.O. Box 712, East Middlebury, VT 
05740. Upon request and receipt of the document payment indicated above, 
the Issuing Office will transmit the Bidding Documents. The date that the Bidding 
Documents are transmitted by the Issuing Office will be considered the Bidder’s 
date of receipt of the Bidding Documents. Partial sets of Bidding Documents 
will not be available from the Issuing Office. Neither Owner nor Engineer will 
be responsible for full or partial sets of Bidding Documents, including Addenda, 
if any, obtained from sources other than the Issuing Office. Neither Owner 
nor Engineer will be responsible for issuing Addenda, if any, to parties 
obtaining Bidding Documents from sources other than the Issuing Office.

Electronic copies of Bidding Drawings and Documents will be provided 
to all parties recorded as having officially received the Bidding Documents 
from the Issuing Office, as portable document format (PDF) files, on a 
flash drive.

A pre-bid conference will be held at 2:30 p.m. local time on December 1, 
2022 at the Town of Middlebury Department of Public Works, 1020 Route 
7 South, Middlebury VT 05753. Attendance at the pre-bid conference is highly 
encouraged but is not mandatory.

Bid security shall be furnished in accordance with the Instructions to Bidders.
Owner: Town of Middlebury, Vermont
By: Ms. Kathleen Ramsay
Title: Town Manager
Date: 11/17/2022

     Public Notices Index
Public Notices for the  following can be found in this  
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TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY SELECTBOARD MEETING

ROOM 116 – LARGE CONFERENCE ROOM
TOWN OFFICES – 77 MAIN STREET

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2022 - 7:00 P.M.
 Also available via Zoom:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88452443282
By Phone: +1 646-558-8656 (not toll-free)

Webinar ID: 884 5244 3282
 For those wishing to watch but not participate:

Selectboard meetings are livestreamed to MCTV’s YouTube Channel:
https://www.youtube.com/user/MCTVVermont

and also broadcast live on Comcast Channel 1071

AGENDA
7:00 1. **Call to Order
 2. *Approval of Agenda
 3. *Approval of Consent Agenda
 3.a. Approval of Minutes of the November 7 and November 15, 

2022, Special Selectboard Meetings
 3.b. Acceptance of Selectboard Subcommittee Meeting Minutes
 3.c.  Agenda Placeholder
 3.d.  Agenda Placeholder
 3.e. Town Manager’s Report
 - FY23 Year-to-Date Budget Reports as of October 31, 2022
 4. **Citizen Comments [Opportunity to raise or address issues not 

otherwise included on this agenda]
7:10 5. **Agenda Placeholder
7:15 6. **Public Hearing on Charter Amendment for Appointment of a   
 Town Treasurer by the Selectboard
7:20 7. **Gunner Tuttle and Dan Poulin, Representatives of Vermont 

Electric Power Company (VELCO), with 
 a presentation on proposed upgrades to VELCO’s substation 

located at 522 Quarry Road
7:30 8. *Chief of Police Tom Hanley, Recommendation on the Award of 

Cruiser Bids
7:35 9. *Director of Public Works Planning Emmalee Cherington with 

the Infrastructure Committee’s recommendation on the engineering 
agreement for the South Street Water Line final design

7:40 10. **FY24 Budget
 10.a.  Overview of FY24 Budget Timeline
 10.b.  Early view of potential major drivers
 10.c.  Presentation on FY24 Capital Budget Requests, as recom-

mended by the Infrastructure Committee
 10.d.  Presentation and Summary of ARPA-funded Capital Improve-

ment Projects
8:00 11. *Request from United Way of Addison County regarding the 

petitioning process for non-profits seeking funding from the Town
8:10 12. **Turning Point Center of Addison County request for allocation 

of National Opioid Settlement
8:20 13. **Dana Hart, Library Director, and Joe McVeigh, President 

Library Board of Trustees, with an update from the Ilsley Public 
Library (IPL) Project Team’s listening sessions 

8:30 14. *Request for Approval of Contracting with ADP for payroll 
processing software and services under the Sole Source Provisions 
of the Procurement Policy 

8:35 15. *Solar & Police Department Reuse Project Bond Reimburse-
ment: Certificates of Completion and Appointment of Authorized 
Town Representatives for Financial Matters  
16. **Agenda for Town/College Lunch on December 5
17. **Agenda Placeholder
18. *Agenda Placeholder

 19. *Approval of Check Warrants
             20. **Board Member Concerns

21. *Executive Session – Anticipated - Real Estate
22. **Action on Matters Discussed in Executive Session

8:50 23. *Adjourn
* Decision Item      ** Possible Decision

Shop
Locally

this 
Holiday 
Season

HAVING AN 
EVENT?

Get the word out, email it to:
news@addisonindependent.com

Addison County Courthouse (1)

Goshen (1)

Middlebury (4)

Rutland Northeast Supervisory 
Union (1)

Salisbury (1)

Tri-Town Water (1)

Vergennes Panton Water 
District (1)

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY SELECTBOARD
PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO THE TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY’S ORDINANCE

FOR THE REGULATION OF NOISE
 The Middlebury Selectboard will hold a Public Hearing at 8:00 PM on 
Tuesday, December 13, 2022 in the Large Conference Room of the Middlebury 
Town Offices, 77 Main Street, Middlebury, Vermont  05753, and via Zoom 
videoconferencing (instructions below) to take public testimony on a proposed 
amendment to the Town’s Ordinance for the Regulation of Noise as follows 
(language to be added is underlined, and deleted language has a strikethrough):
 ARTICLE II - REGULATION
 SECTION 200 - Prohibitions Generally

No person or persons shall make or continue, or cause to be made or 
continued, any excessive, unnecessary, or unreasonably loud noise or 
disturbance which disturbs, destroys, or endangers the comfort, quiet, repose, 
health, peace or safety of others within the immediate vicinity of the noise or 
disturbance. Although intended as examples only, and not exclusive of other 
acts constituting a violation of this Article, the commission of one or more of 
the following acts, if done in such a manner, shall be deemed a violation of this 
Article:

a. Electronic sound producing devices. The playing or use of an electronic 
sound producing device in such manner or with such volume at unreasonable 
hours. For the purposes of this subsection, the term “electronic sound-producing 
devices” shall include any radio, phonograph, stereo, television set, amplified 
musical instrument, loud speaker, tape, cassette or compact disc recorder or 
any other similar device.  On Sunday through Thursday, the hours between 
10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. shall be deemed unreasonable whenever any person 
shall make complaint of the disturbance during such hours. On Friday, Saturday 
and special holidays (New Year’s Eve and Fourth of July) the hours between 
1:00 a.m. 11:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. shall be deemed unreasonable whenever 
any person shall make complaint of the disturbance during such hours. The 
complaint of the disturbance, if or when confirmed by a Town Police Officer, shall 
also be deemed a violation as well.

 Copies of the full text of the proposed ordinance amendment may be obtained 
at the Town Offices, 77 Main Street or the Ilsley Library, 75 Main Street, during 
regular business hours, and on the Town’s website, www.townofmiddlebury.org.

 If you need special accommodations to attend this meeting, please contact 
the Town Manager’s Office at 458-8000 or kramsay@townofmiddlebury.org as 
early as possible.

To view and participate in the Public Hearing:
 Zoom URL:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82436715397
 By phone:  +1 646 558 8656 (not toll free)

Webinar ID:
824 3671 5397

For those wishing to watch but not participate:
Selectboard Meetings are livestreamed to MCTV’s YouTube channel:

https://www.youtube.com/user/MCTVVermont
and also broadcast live on Comcast Channel 1071.

MARKET REPORT
ADDISON COUNTY

COMMISSION SALES
RT. 125 • EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT

Sales for 11/17/22 & 11/21/22
  COST
BEEF LBS. /LB $
Conant’s Riverside 1100 .93 $1023.00
Barnes Bros 1670 .90 $1503.00
Nop Bros & Sons 1310 .85 $1113.50
Monument Farms 1990 .80 $1592.00
Kayhart Bros 1835 .80 $1468.00
Vorsteveld Farm 1750 .765 $1338.75
Wilcon Farm 1640 .765 $1254.60
  COST 
CALVES LBS. /LB $
Barnes Bros 101 3.10 $313.10
A. Brisson 98 3.10 $303.80
H. Sunderland  115 3.00 $345.00
Goodrich Farm 97  3.00 $291.00
Bailey Farm 89 3.00 $267.00

Total Beef - 169 Total Calves - 288
We value our faithful customers.

Sales at 3 pm - Mon. & Thurs.
call 1-802-388-2661

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Middlebury Development Review Board will hold a public hearing on 
Monday, December 12, 2022 beginning at 7:00 p.m. in the Large Conference 
Room at the Town Offices, 77 Main Street, to consider the following 
application(s). The hearing will also be available to participants via Zoom video 
link. The link will be provided on the meeting agenda posted on the Towns 
website as required by State Law.

1. Application file (#2022-23:076.001) by Mark Wilch and Barbara 
Doyle-Wilch, for review of a request for setback waiver for a detached 
garage/accessory apartment pursuant to Section 724 and 540. 
Applicant is requesting to extend driveway across front yard to access 
garage/accessory apartment (section 760). This property is located at 
540 Weybridge Street in the Residential 4 (R-4) zoning district, parcel 
#023076.001.

Plans and additional information regarding these applications may be viewed at 
the Planning and Zoning Office in the Town Offices or by calling 388-8100, Ext 
210.  Participation in this public hearing is a prerequisite to the right to take any 
subsequent appeal.
 David Wetmore
 Assistant ZA

STATE OF VERMONT
SUPERIOR COURT
BENNINGTON UNIT 
PROBATE DIVISION

DOCKET NO.: 22-PR-00079
IN RE ESTATE OF:

RALPH F. SEVERANCE.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

To the Creditors of Ralph F. 
Severance, late of Bennington, VT 
(previously of Weybridge, VT and 
Rutland, VT). I have been appointed 
to administer this estate. All creditors 
having claims against the decedent, 
or the estate must present their 
claims in writing within (4) months of 
the first publication of this notice. The 
claim must be presented to me at the 
address listed below with a copy sent 
to the court. The claim may be barred 
forever if it is not presented within the 
four (4) month period.
Dated: November 21, 2022

Executor/Administrator:
Linda J. Barrett

822 Lemon Fair Road
Weybridge, VT 05753

802-545-2263
wannab@gmavt.net

Publication: Addison Independent
Publication Date: 11/24/22 & 12/01/22
Vermont Superior Court
Bennington Unit
Probate Division
207 South Street
Bennington, VT 05201
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‘Amahl’ redux

A year after a planned encore, a 

beloved opera returns to a Salis-

bury church. See Arts+Leisure.

By the way
By the way

Not quite...

The Panther men’s hockey team 

showed promise its first games, 

but fell just short. See Page 1B.

Giving
Some Bristol neighbors held a 

festive gathering that collected 

food for donation. See Page 14A.

Departing Sheldon director made his mark on local history

Brooks brought flair to museum exhibits

(See Brooks, Page 16A)

Lt. gov. first to enter

race for Congress

Shelters
fill up as
temps dip
COVID measures 

limiting capacity

(See Shelters, Page 11A)

(See Gray, Page 15A)

Mt. Abe seeks healing after threats

Officials act and students speak out

$8M Career
Center bond
in the works

(See Career Center, Page 13A)

(See Gun scare, Page 10A)

Flag displays touched off the turmoil

(See Flags, Page 9A)

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Patricia 

Hannaford Career Center (PHCC) 

directors are reviewing an $8.1 

million plan to renovate the 

Middlebury school’s Charles 

Avenue and North Campus 

buildings, in anticipation of 

presenting it to area voters as a 

bond proposal as soon as next 

March.
The bulk of the project would 

involve energy-related repairs 

and upgrades to the PHCC’s 

50-year-old main building at 51 

Charles Ave. Completed in 1971, 

this 63,000-square-foot structure 

still operates with much of its 

original heating, ventilation, air-

conditioning, electrical, plumbing 

and lighting infrastructure, 

according to PHCC Superintendent 

Dana Peterson.

The Career Center board recently 

commissioned ENE Systems Inc. 

and Energy Efficient Investments 

Inc. to audit the energy systems 

and operating costs in the school’s 

two campuses. They found many 

deficiencies and are now pitching 

a menu of solutions — including 

With COVID-19 around it’s 

more difficult for people to go 

caroling or attend a Messiah 

sing-along. So Middlebury’s 

Town Hall Theater has found 

a way to bring the season into 

everyone’s living room — 

and raise money for hungry 

Addison County residents in the 

process. The artistic nonprofit 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Addison 

County’s two emergency homeless 

shelters are already full and 

carrying waiting lists as bone- 

chilling temperatures, sleet and 

snow once again take center stage 

in the Champlain Valley.

The Charter House Coalition 

(CHC) Emergency Shelter at 27 

North Pleasant St. in Middlebury 

has already reached its max of 24 

guests, while another 28 individuals 

are waiting in the wings in hopes 

of securing a spot, according to 

Heidi Lacey, the shelter’s top 

administrator.

Meanwhile, the eight shelter 

units at John Graham Housing & 

Services in Vergennes are also full, 

serving a total of 22 adults and 

children, according to Executive 

Director Susan Whitmore.

Like Lacey, Whitmore has noted 

a recent surge in folks seeking to 

come in from the weather. Some 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Some look 

upon history as a dispassionate 

examination of objects from a 

bygone era, their 

significance buried 

by “progress” and the 

sands of time.

That’s never been 

the case for Bill 

Brooks, who’s always 

sought to make history 

come alive.
Brooks has helmed 

Middlebury’s Henry 

Sheldon Museum of 

Vermont History for 

only 10 of its 137 

years, but his many 

contributions have 

made an immeasurable 

impact on how locals 

and visitors will 

perceive Addison 

County for many decades to come.

Brooks began as the Sheldon’s 

executive director on June 5, 2012, 

after having spent eight years as the 

development director of the Calvin 

Coolidge Memorial Foundation 

in Plymouth Notch. Now closing 

in on his 80th year, Brooks will 

soon pass the torch to the next 

steward of the Sheldon — the 

oldest community-based museum 

in the country. He’s seen a lot of 

history and wants to 

make some of his own, 

in what promises to be 

an active retirement.

“I think the Sheldon 

would benefit by new 

leadership,” Brooks 

said during a recent 

interview at the Park 

Street museum. “I’ve 

certainly enjoyed my 

10 years, but when 

you turn 80, things 

slow down a little. I 

think a younger person 

with new ideas is very 

important.”
It’s hard to imagine 

a successor topping 

Brooks’s plentiful 

ideas, which have seen him pair 

local artists, photographers, 

educators, orators and other 

creative folks with a range of 

beautiful, basic, evocative and 

quirky items in the Sheldon’s attic 

for delightfully themed exhibits.

BILL BROOKS WILL soon step down as director of the Henry Sheldon Museum of Vermont History after 

a very eventful decade. He helped bring new, vibrant exhibits to the Middlebury museum that combined 

art, history and the talents of Addison County residents. Here he stands in front of a series of miniature 

Christmas trees crafted by local residents that will be auctioned as a fundraiser for the museum.

Independent photo/John Flowers

“Having 

these various 

exhibits, two or 

three a year, 

that feature 

both history 

and art and fill 

the rooms of 

the museum, 

allows local 

visitors to come 

back and see 

new things.”

— Bill Brooks

By ANGELO LYNN

BURLINGTON — Early 

Monday morning, Vermont Lt. 

Gov. Molly Gray declared her 

candidacy for Vermont’s lone 

congressional seat being vacated 

by Congressman Peter Welch.

A lifelong Vermonter, Gray, 

37, was born and raised in South 

Newbury, Vt., on a vegetable 

and dairy farm still operated by 

her family today. She has served 

Vermont in Washington as an 

aide to Congressman Welch, 

statewide as an assistant attorney 

general and now as lieutenant 

governor. Before entering public 

office, Gray spent her career 

advocating for human rights and MOLLY  GRAY

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

BRISTOL — After almost 90% 

of students stayed away from 

Mount Abraham Union Middle/

High School on Friday, Dec. 3, 

attendance returned to almost 

normal this week, though not 

fully, Principal Shannon Warden 

said on Wednesday morning. She 

was scheduled to speak later that 

morning with a student who was 

still apprehensive about resuming 

classes.
Students, educators and 

community members this week 

were trying to make sense of an 

outburst of unrest at the Bristol 

school last week that culminated in 

a threat that a student would bring a 

weapon to school.

The Mount Abraham Unified 

School District and the Bristol 

Police Department worked late 

into the night on Thursday and 

determined that those threats were 

not credible, but by then almost all 

of the school’s parents had decided 

to keep their children home from 

school the following day.

Mount Abe instituted a ban 

on flag-related attire on Dec. 

2. Warden said in an email to 

parents that day that the ban was 

in response to a recent trend of a 

small number of students wearing 

politically themed flags or banners 

as capes. The school had initially 

permitted this activity as a form 

of self-expression, but banned 

it Thursday because it had “led 

to inappropriate, disrespectful, 

hurtful, hateful dialogue between 

students and adults.” (See “Flag 

Displays” story on this page.)

As events unfolded at Mount 

Abe, school communities around 

the country were already on edge 

after a Nov. 30 school shooting in 

Oxford, Mich., left four students 

dead and seven others wounded. 

The suspect in that case, a 15-year-

old student at the school, was 

charged with first-degree murder 

and terrorism. His parents have 

also been arrested and charged in 

the case.

By JOHN FLOWERS

BRISTOL — Only 75 of the 

650 students enrolled at Mount 

Abraham Union Middle/High 

School came to the Bristol 

school out of fear that student 

unrest the previous day could 

escalate into violence. Mount 

Abe had received a threat that 

someone would bring a weapon 

to the Bristol school.

The source of the unrest: flags, 

some worn as capes.

School officials on Friday said 

a weapon threat issued Thursday 

was traced to one student. 

Following an investigation that 

spanned into Thursday night, 

Bristol police concluded there 

was “no credible threat to the 

Mount Abraham community 

and we were safe to hold 

classes on Friday,” MAUSD 

Smile for Santa

A VERY SMALL child takes her turn having a socially distant visit with Santa and Mrs. Claus in the new park in downtown Middlebury 

this past Saturday morning. The Christmas couple sat at a safe distance while they met with youngsters during the kickoff to the Better 

Middlebury Partnership’s Very Merry Middlebury celebration. See more photos on Page 2A. Photo by Jason Duquette-Hoffman

Interested in selling the Interested in selling the Addison IndependentAddison Independent at your business?  at your business? 
Call 802.388.4944 or email frontdesk@addisonindependent.com Call 802.388.4944 or email frontdesk@addisonindependent.com 

and chat with Sadie!and chat with Sadie!
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for your copy of Addison County’s 

award-winning community newspaper!
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A new classicA Dickens story we know & love 
will take the stage at Town Hall 
Theater. See Arts + Leisure.

By the way
By the way

Four-peat
The Middlebury College field 
hockey team dominated the 
NCAA Final Four. See Page 1B.

’Tis the seasonLook inside to find out what’s 
going on in all the area towns in 
our 40-page Holiday Guide.

HOPE Holiday Shop readies for kids in need

(See Holiday shop, Page 14A)

(See Hunters, Page 15A)

Eagle coach leads through empowermentStetson teaches more than skills

(See Stetson, Page 11A)

Career Ctr. redefines its priorities for the future

(See Career Ctr., Page 12A)

RNESU chief Collinsretiring at year’s end
Led schools through Act 46, COVID

(See Collins, Page 7A)

(See Nuovos, Page 12A)

Local sweethearts enter
10th decade – together

Young andother newhunters bagsome bucksOne novice killed a 195-pound, 9-pointer

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Helping 
Overcome Poverty’s Effects 
(HOPE) will reopen its Holiday 
Shop to in-person browsing next 
week after a two-year hiatus forced 
by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Located at the HOPE 
headquarters at 282 Boardman St. 
in Middlebury, the Holiday Shop 

features a hefty selection of free 
toys, books, puzzles and other gift 
options for low-income residents 
who otherwise couldn’t afford to 
provide their children Christmas 
presents. Jeanne Montross, 
executive director of HOPE, said 
the shop will likely serve around 
600 Addison County children over 
the next month.

As always, area individuals, 
businesses and places of worship 
are providing key donations that 
will allow HOPE to stock the 
Holiday Shop tables with super, 
eye catching gifts for kids ages 
birth through 18.“It’s a nice community effort 

that’s coming together,” Montross 
said during a recent interview at 

the shop.Organizers promise a return 
to “near-normal” shopping 
conditions. While patrons will 
need to social distance and wear 
face coverings, they’ll be able to 
choose gifts in person. That’s a 
departure from last year, when 
COVID-19 conditions required 

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — The town 
of Middlebury is home to many 
majestic sights — including the 
Otter Creek Falls, stately places of 
worship, and rolling, verdant hills.

But one of its most endearing and 
uplifting sights is the daily stroll 
of one of the community’s most 

senior and accomplished couples. 
If you’re lucky, you’ll spot Victor 
and Betty Nuovo just about any 
morning, walking hand-in-hand 
along Main and/or Weybridge 
streets. Both 90 years old and 
married for 68 years, the Nuovos 
breathe life into the impossible 

BETTY AND VICTOR Nuovo, one of Middlebury’s most accomplished 

and cherished couples, are each celebrating a 90th birthday, with 68 

years of marriage and many accomplishments to reflect upon.
Independent photo/Angelo S. Lynn

The Addison County 
jobless rate in October was 
1.4%, representing a drop 
from the 1.8% registered 
in September, according to 
the Vermont Department of 
Labor. Meanwhile, Vermont’s 
unemployment rate remained at 
2.8% in October, according to 

By ANDY KIRKALDYADDISON COUNTY — Young 
and first-time hunters combined to 
bring 121 deer to Addison County’s 
seven wildlife reporting stations 
after going out during Youth Hunting 
Weekend on Oct. 23 and 24. 

That total was the second-highest 
for an Addison County Youth 
Hunting Weekend, trailing only 
2019’s record high of 142. Other 
annual takes ranged from a low of 
78 in 2015 to 110 in both 2017 and 
2018.

For 2020, a wrinkle Department 
of Fish and Wildlife officials 
introduced no doubt boosted 
Youth Weekend numbers. Starting 
last year and this year, F&W has 
allowed first-time deer-hunting 
license holders ages 16 and up to 
join younger hunters during Youth 
Hunting Weekend, which now 
doubles as Novice Weekend. 

Still, 2021’s total ran ahead of 
2020’s youth weekend, during 
which young and novice hunters 
brought 105 deer to one of the 
following Addison County reporting 
stations: Rack ’N Reel in New 
Haven, Vermont Field Sports in 
Middlebury, Buxton’s Store in 
Orwell, West Addison General 
Store, Lincoln General Store, Green 
Mountain Trails End in Bristol, 
and C&S Hunting Supplies in East 
Middlebury.Overall, as of the end of the 

opening weekend of the 16-day rifle 
season (Nov. 14) hunters had taken 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
BRISTOL — Kayla Bessette 

used to think there was no way 
other people could love and 
appreciate Mary Stetson the 
way she does.“And then (earlier this month) 

at our Mt. Abe Varsity Field 
Hockey Banquet, the seniors 
attempted to talk about Mary 
and everything she has taught 
them and given them,” Bessette 
told the Independent last week. 
“Through the tears the point was 
driven home that it’s not just 
me. It’s all of her players. Mary 
Stetson emulates all things 
‘Eagle Nation.’”Mary Stetson began teaching 

at Mount Abraham Union High 
School in 1982 and has coached 
field hockey there for the past 
30 years. The program she built 
at the school is legendary, and 
for the past eight years she has 
served as the New England/

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — The 
Patricia Hannaford Career Center 
is generally doing a good job, 
but should consider adding new 
courses — such as veterinary 
science, dental hygiene and 
robotics — to reflect some of the 
evolving professional interests of 
its students.Those were among the 

takeaways of a lengthy “visioning” 
process that saw career center 
students, educators, business 
partners and community members 
take a thorough look at the school’s 
offerings and solicit feedback on 
how to better tailor vocational-
technical education for Addison 
County teens and adults.That visioning process began 

during the fall of 2019, when a 
team of Patricia Hannaford Career 

By ANGELO LYNNBRANDON — After 41 years as 
an educator, including 17 years as a 
superintendent, Rutland Northeast 
Supervisory Union Superintendent 
Jeanné Collins, 63, last Friday 
announced her resignation at the 
end of this school year. She said 
her decision was prompted by a 
change in her personal life.

“It’s bittersweet. It’s hard to let 
go,” Collins said, “but I’d like a 

different work-life balance.” 
Collins is engaged to be married 

to Mike Deweese, director of 
the Vermont Superintendents 
Association Leadership Academy, 
this coming May. Collins lives 
in Shelburne and Deweese is in 
Enosburg Falls.Collins became the 

superintendent of RNESU in 
2014, a move from the Burlington 

The chicken winner is…
EDORAH FRAZER, PRINCIPAL of Starksboro’s Robinson Elementary School, presents a chicken 

to first-grader Elijah Purinton, who suggested the name — “Snowy Chicken” — that the school voted 

to submit to the Vermont Agency of Transportation’s snowplow naming contest. The chicken will 

travel from class to class as the students do things that contribute to the greatness of the school. 

See more snowplow photos from other local schools on Page 2A.

Photo by Myriah Cogswell

MOUNT ABE FIELD hockey coach Mary Stetson looks on as her team prepares for the 2021 season 

this past August. When the Eagles won their fourth Division II state championship in a row this month, 

it was the second time Stetson’s program has had a championship “four-peat” since she started 

coaching the program in 1992.

Independent photo/Steve James
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History fan
A spunky Puritan in 17th C. New 

England is the heroine of a Lincoln 

author’s novel. See Arts + Leisure.
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Unbeaten
College women’s hockey grounds 

the Gulls to keep its winning 

streak alive. See Sports, Page 1B.

Graffi  ti or art?
Someone is pasting images 

around town, but where are they 

coming from? See Page 3A.

City police, Turning Point o� ering quick help to people in crisis

iPads allow for remote counseling

Vergennes seeks 
$25M sewer bond
Offi cials: It’s a great time for grants

ACSD to ask for 5.3% 

increase in spending

New canning facility could 

add 25 jobs at Aqua ViTea

Artim to leave Middlebury 

selectboard after 12 years
Could Lincoln, Ripton schools join forces?

Residents excited by the possibilities

And beverage start-ups would get help, too

(See Vergennes, Page 10A)

(See Aqua ViTea, Page 11A)

(See ACSD, Page 9A)

(See Schools, Page 11A)

(See Artim, Page 10A)

(See City police, Page 12A)

By ANDY 
KIRKALDY

VERGENNES — 

Thanks to Turning 

Point Center of 

Addison County, 

Vergennes Police 

Department offi cers 

this week have new 

tools at their disposal 

that can help citizens 

in need — two iPads.

Those tablet 

computers will 

travel with city 

police offi cers in 

their cruisers. If the 

offi cers encounter 

anyone who, in their 

judgment, would 

benefi t from a face-

to-face talk with one 

of Turning Point’s 13 

peer substance abuse 

coaches (at least one of whom is 

available 24/7) the offi cers can 

hand them one of the iPads.

A push of a 

button, and within 

60 seconds a trained 

peer coach will 

appear on the screen 

to listen and talk 

to, encourage, and 

support the person 

in a substance abuse 

crisis, according to 

Vergennes Police 

Chief George 

Merkel. 
“There are people 

we are dealing with 

that we can get to 

the coach to provide 

support and services 

(for), who need a 

coach … to help work 

through some of their 

issues, substance 

abuse or whatever 

else,” Merkel said.

Turning Point Center Executive 

Director Jennifer Mayhew said 

“They (offi cers) 

are out on the 

road, not always 

in the offi ce. The 

iPad seemed 

like a creative 

way to have 

access to people 

immediately, 

really in those 

most vulnerable 

moments when 

people are 
willing to think 

about rehab or 

treatment.” 
— Turning Point 

Executive Director 

Jennifer Mayhew

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — 

Nick Artim stepped onto 

Middlebury’s political stage a 

dozen years ago with a desire to 

do his civic duty and leave the 

community a better place for 

future generations.
He will step down from the 

Middlebury selectboard on 

March 1, having helped guide 

the town during a pandemic and 

an unparalleled investment in its 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

ADDISON COUNTY — Lincoln 

and Ripton, which voted last year 

to withdraw from their school 

districts, have begun exploring the 

idea of creating a new supervisory 

union to handle the administrative 

services they might not be able to 

afford individually.
“It’s one of the most exciting 

moments we’ve had in a long, 

embattled year, to be sitting with 

people who are really visioning 

something that is proactive 

and unique, but also still really 

supporting the values that our 

towns hold dear,” Ripton School 

District (RSD) board member 

Molly Witters told the Independent

earlier this month.
Since voting to leave the 

Addison Central School District 

last January and subsequently 

receiving the blessing of district 

member towns, Ripton has formed 

its own school district and now 

awaits a complicated decision 

by the Vermont State Board of 

Education (VSBE).
Lincoln voted in August to 

leave the Mount Abraham Unifi ed 

School District and awaits possible 

ratifi cation of district member 

communities on Town Meeting 

Day, March 1.

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Beverage 

maker Aqua ViTea is looking to 

substantially increase its canning 

capabilities, allowing it to hit a new 

gear in its kombucha production 

while also giving it the capacity to 

become a major incubator for small 

startup beverage companies.

Woodchuck Cider, a Middlebury 

industrial park neighbor, is shaping 

up as the other major player in 

this beverage-incubator venture, 

noted Aqua ViTea Founder/CEO 

Jeff Weaber. In short, Aqua ViTea 

is poised to acquire a 100-cans-

per-minute processing line from 

By ANDY KIRKALDY 

VERGENNES — With the 

expectation state and federal grants 

could pay for up to half of the 

cost, the Vergennes City Council 

on Tuesday decided to put a $25.5 

million bond proposal on the city 

ballot in March that if approved 

would fund a complete overhaul of 

the city’s troubled sewer collection 

system and treatment plant.

If city offi cials’ and consultants’ 

optimism about grant support is 

rewarded, most Vergennes sewer 

users would see an annual increase 

over the next few years from $500 

to $850 to fund bond payments, 

according to offi cial estimates.

Those bond-related increases 

would not be immediate, and most 

would be phased in as work is 

completed, according to offi cials. 

The Tuesday decision came 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — The Addison 

Central School District board on 

Monday unanimously agreed to 

present voters with a 2022-23 

budget of $41,578,089 that refl ects 

$34,594,034 in local education 

spending — a 5.3% increase 

compared to this year.

“This FY23 budget responds 

to an unprecedented educational 

environment in which the needs of 

our students and communities have 

shifted how our schools operate,” 

according to ACSD Superintendent 

Peter Burrows. “With the increased 

social and emotional needs of our 

students, we have worked to adapt 

traditional educational approaches 

to meet each student where they 

are. Much of this work at the 

budgetary level has consisted of 

shifts and increases to staffi ng in 

The Bridport Grange and 

the Addison County Farm 

Bureau have made the diffi cult 

decision to cancel their legislative 

breakfast series this winter due 

to the COVID-19 pandemic. It’s 

A moving sight
The 19th-century New 

Haven Junction Train Depot 

turns the corner from Route 7 

onto Route 17 in New Haven in 

predawn hours Wednesday, 

left, and later continues 

eastbound up the fi rst hill on 

Route 17 on its way to a new 

home on North Street. State 

offi cials said it was too close 

to the tracks for new higher-

speed passenger trains. See 

more photos on Pages 2A 

and 4A.
Photos by the Independent’s Steve 

James (above) and James Duggan of 

Vermont State Historic Sites

VERGENNES POLICE CHIEF George Merkel gives an iPad from the Turning Point Center a test run 

Tuesday. Police can give the iPad to people dealing with substance abuse issues and it will connect them 

to a quick face-to-face link with a peer recovery coach. Independent photo/Steve James
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Eastview at Middlebury
Porter Hospital/Rehab

MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 
police took into protective custody 
a suicidal man who had threatened 
to jump off a Middlebury College 
building off HMKL Way at around 
8 a.m. on Nov. 18. Police said they 
took the man to Porter Hospital 
without incident.

In other action last week, 
Middlebury police:

• Assisted Middlebury Regional 
EMS (MREMS) with a patient on 
Court Street on Nov. 14.

• Responded to a reported 
disturbance in student housing off 
Ridgeline Drive on Nov. 14.

• Cited Brandy Brown, 48, 
of Middlebury for retail theft, 
following an alleged incident off 
Court Street on Nov. 14.

• Investigated a landlord-tenant 
dispute at an East Main Street 
residence on Nov. 14.

• Cited a former juvenile 
employee of TJ Maxx for retail 
theft, following a Nov. 14 report 
she had stolen items from the store.

• Assisted a Vermont Fish & 
Wildlife official in removing a 
dead deer from the travel portion 
of Route 7 South on Nov. 14.

• Investigated a report of 
an uninvited houseless person 
walking around in a Seymour Street 
residence on Nov. 15. Police found 
the person — whom they said was 
“disoriented and confused” — and 
provided assistance.

• Took, to Porter Hospital, a 
person who was having a mental 
health crisis on Nov. 15.

• Assisted a local resident who 
had been targeted by a suspected 
phone scam on Nov. 16.

• Assisted a houseless person 
who appeared to be confused while 
on South Pleasant Street on Nov. 
16.

ADDISON COUNTY — When 
someone called Vermont State 
Police last Friday at around 10:35 
a.m. to report a suspicious vehicle 
on Route 125 east of the village, 
troopers checked it out. It was 
reported there was a white van that 
had appeared to be stealing a dirt 
bike from a home in the area. 

While troopers were responding, 
Middlebury police officers stopped 
a van after getting multiple 911 
calls regarding the van’s erratic 
operation. 

VSP reported that Middlebury 
police found a dirt bike in the van, 
and that it had allegedly been stolen 
from the Ripton home that troopers 
at that time were checking out. 

State police said the two 
20-year-old men in the van, 
identified as Rances Acevedo 
of Methuen, Mass., and Wander 
Hernandez, of Lawrence, Mass., 
provided false statements to law 
enforcement officers throughout 
the investigation and were found 
to be in possession of the dirt 
bike. Police took Acevedo and 
Hernandez into custody and cited 

Midd police aid a suicidal man

Police Log
Middlebury

• Were informed on Nov. 16 of 
ongoing noise issues in the Valley 
View area.

• Attempted to find a Porter 
Hospital patient who had left the 
Emergency Department against 
medical advice on Nov. 17.

• Arrested Justin LaFave, 37, 
of Leicester on an active arrest 
warrant on Nov. 17.

• Were informed of the theft of 
an unspecified amount of alcohol 
from the Jolley store on Court 
Street on Nov. 17.

• Referred, to the Charter House 
Emergency Shelter, a houseless 
person who had allegedly been 
looking into the windows of 
vehicles parked off North Pleasant 
Street on Nov. 17.

• Spoke with a Middlebury 
Union High School administrator 
on Nov. 17 who reported receiving 
a “suspicious” email.

• Assisted a driver whose vehicle 
had slid off Route 7 North as a 
result of a fresh snowfall on Nov. 
17.

• Investigated a report of people 
camping on a business property off 
Bakery Lane on Nov. 18.

• Received a report about 
someone allegedly trespassing 
at an abandoned home on Court 
Street on Nov. 18.

• Investigated a two-vehicle 
crash with minor injuries at the 
intersection of Cross and Court 
streets on Nov. 18.

• Were informed of the theft of 
cash from an unlocked vehicle 

parked off Court Street on Nov. 18.
• Removed an unwanted 

houseless person who had been 
drinking alcohol in the parking lot 
of a Cross Street business on Nov. 
18.

• Assisted Vermont State Police 
on Nov. 18 in apprehending two 
men traveling in a van containing a 
dirt bike that had been stolen from 
a home off Route 125 in Ripton 
(see related item in state police 
log). Middlebury police stopped 
the van on Court Street and found 
the stolen dirt bike inside. State 
police arrested the two men in the 
van and returned the dirt bike to its 
owner, according to Middlebury 
police.

• Received complaints about 
speeding vehicles on Seminary 
Street Extension on Nov. 18.

• Assisted a local elderly person 
that was having “domestic issues” 
on Nov. 19.

• Returned to Middlebury 
College campus on Nov. 19 a 
found bike that belongs to one of 
the students.

• Assisted MREMS with a 
patient who was experiencing 
a medical emergency on Court 
Street on Nov. 19.

• Spoke with a man who alleged 
someone in a passing truck had 
thrown something at him while he 
was walking along Main Street on 
Nov. 20.

• Mediated a dispute between 
parents concerning a child custody 
issue on Nov. 20.

• Searched in vain for a local 
man who had texted his mother 
some “concerning” text messages 
on Nov. 20.

• Enforced Middlebury’s 
downtown winter parking ban on 
Nov. 20.

Suspicious van holds stolen dirt bike

Police Log
Vt. State

them for grand larceny, possession 
of stolen property and giving false 
information to a police officer.

They are due to answer the 
charges in Addison County 
Superior Court, Criminal Division, 
on Jan. 23.

In other recent activity, state 
police:

• On Nov. 17 at 4:29 p.m. closed 
one lane of Route 22A in Orwell 
due to a tractor-trailer crash. 
They didn’t open up the highway 
fully until around 2 a.m. the next 
morning.

• On Nov. 17 at 8:52 p.m. 
responded to a report of a verbal 
disturbance at a Leicester-Whiting 
Road home in Leicester. Police 
investigated and said they found 
that Christopher Bridgemon, 36, 
of Leicester had been yelling and 
slamming on the door of a residence 
occupied by Justin Lafave, 37, and 

Tina Santor, 47. During the verbal 
altercation Bridgemon allegedly 
threatened to cause harm to both 
Lafave and Santor. 

Police took Bridgemon into 
custody with no further incident 
and cited him for disorderly 
conduct and criminal threatening.

State police were assisted by 
Middlebury police.

• On Nov. 18 at 9:14 p.m. 
logged a report of a domestic 
disturbance on Walker Road in 
Ferrisburgh. Police alleged that 
Jose Antonio Hernandez Garcia, 
32, of Ferrisburgh caused bodily 
injury to a domestic partner. 
Troopers took Garcia to the New 
Haven barracks and cited him for 
domestic assault.

• On Nov. 18 at around 10 
minutes before midnight responded 
to a report of a vehicle in a ditch 
off South Street in New Haven. 
While speaking with the driver, 
identified as Tammy Jackson, 43, 
of New Haven, troopers detected 
indicators of impairment. They 
cited Jackson for driving under the 
influence.

VERMONT — One of 
our native wildlife species 
historically played 
an important role on 
Thanksgiving Day. 
North America’s native 
wild turkeys were 
the ancestors of the 
Thanksgiving turkey on 
our dinner table. 

Originally found only in 
the wild, turkeys now exist as 
meat-producing domesticated 
derivatives — the broad-breasted 
white, broad-breasted bronze, 
white Holland, bourbon red, and 
a host of other breeds — all of 
them descended from our native 
wild turkey. 

More than 140,000 servings 
of Vermont wild turkeys are 

harvested each year — 
that’s 140,000 servings 
of free-ranging, wild and 
sustainably harvested 
protein. 

Wild turkeys exist 
throughout Vermont 
today, but that was not 

always the case. Wild turkeys 
disappeared from Vermont in the 
mid-to-late 1800s due to habitat 
destruction when land was 
cleared for farming, and only 
25% of the state was covered by 
forest.

The wild turkeys we see in 
Vermont today originated from 

just 31 wild turkeys stocked 
in Southwestern Vermont by 
the Vermont Fish and Wildlife 
Department in 1969 and 1970. 
Vermont’s forest habitat was 
once again capable of supporting 
turkeys. State wildlife biologists 
moved groups of these birds 
northward, and today Vermont’s 
population of turkeys is estimated 
at close to 50,000. 

This is just one of many 
wildlife restoration success 
stories we can be thankful for 
in 2022. Funding for Vermont’s 
wild turkey restoration was 
derived from the sale of hunting 
licenses and a federal tax on 
hunting equipment. 

THE THANKSGIVING TURKEYS on our tables this holiday originated from native wild turkeys 
whose populations have been restored across much of North America thanks to scientific wildlife 
management by state fish and wildlife agencies.

VTF&W photo by Joshua Morse

Be thankful for Vt.’s wild Turkeys

ADDISON COUNTY — From 
now through Dec. 2, AgeWell will 
be serving a number of takeout 
and sit-down meals in the county. 
These meals are open to anyone 
age 60 and up and their spouse of 
any age.
GRAB-N-GO MEALS

The week of Nov. 28 will offer a 
meal of Chopped beef with gravy, 
baked beans, Italian vegetables, 
wheat bread, oatmeal raisin cookie 
and milk at the following locations:

Monday, Nov. 28 
• Bristol: 11 a.m., American 

Legion, Airport Drive. 
Tuesday, Nov. 29 
• Bridport: 10:30 a.m., Bridport 

Congregational Church, Middle 
Road, Nov. 22, 

Wednesday, Nov. 30
• Middlebury: 11 a.m., 

Middlebury Rec Center, 154 Creek 
Rd. 

• Monkton. Wednesday, Nov. 
30, 11:30 a.m., Monkton Town 
Hall, 280 Monkton Ridge. 

Friday, Dec. 2
Starksboro: 3:30 p.m., 

Starksboro Baptist Church, Route 
116. 

For all grab-and-go meals, 
please stay in your car for drive-
up, check-in, contact-free pick up. 
Donations accepted and advanced 
reservations are required. Call 
Michelle to reserve at 802-377-
1419. Free ride or pick-up and 
delivery may be provided. Call 
Tri-Valley Transit at 802-388-2287 
to inquire. TVT requires 48-hour 
notice.
SITDOWN MEALS

Monday, Nov. 28
• Middlebury: 11 a.m., Rosie’s 

Restaurant, Route 7 South. Doors 
open at 11 a.m., meal served at 
11:30 a.m. Menu TBD. Seats are 

limited. 
Tuesday, Nov. 29
• Vergennes: 10 a.m., Vergennes 

Congregational Church, 30 South 
Water St. Doors open at 10 a.m. 
Meal served at 11:45 a.m. of 
chopped beef with gravy, baked 
beans, Italian vegetables, wheat 
bread, oatmeal raisin cookie and 
milk. 

All sit-down meals require 
registration. Call Michelle to 
reserve by Tuesday, Nov. 22 at 802-
377-1419. $5 suggested donation 
does not include gratuity. Please 
bring your own place setting. 
Open to anyone age 60 and up and 
their spouse of any age. Masks 
encouraged unless seated and 
eating. Local bus provided. Call 
TVT at 802-388-2287 to arrange. 
TVT requires a 48-hour notice. 

Please stay home if you don’t 
feel well.

ADDISON  COUNTY AgeWell meals schedule for Nov.

MONTPELIER — Vermont 
Community Broadband Board 
(VCBB) recently released 
a Workforce 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Plan focusing on 
targeting, recruiting, 
and training people 
to work on all 
aspects of Vermont’s 
universal build-out of 
broadband. 

The VCBB is 
partnering with 
Vermont Department 
of Labor, the Vermont 
Agency of Commerce 
and Community 
D e v e l o p m e n t , 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
Union Districts 
(CUDs), Vermont 
Technical College, 
Vermont State 
Colleges, and 
industry leaders to 
launch education and 
training programs 
to address worker 
shortages, speed up the build-out of 
universal broadband, and provide 
high-paying jobs and career paths 
for Vermonters.

The build-out will require 
the construction of 8,000 miles 
of fiber optic network over a 
five-year period. This will create 
additional demand for more than 
200 fiber optic technicians, as well 
as interrelated jobs, such as tree-
trimmers to prepare rights-of-way 
and electric utility line-workers.

“With the tight labor market, we 
need every able-bodied person to 
be in the workforce. In each aspect 

of the program, the 
VCBB Workforce 
Development Team 
will consider how 
to support a more 
inclusive and diverse 
workforce. Workforce 
programs that 
build coordination 
of service and 
support delivery 
will proactively 
mitigate barriers 
that limit workforce 
participation, such as 
physical, financial, 
and child-care,” said 
Christine Hallquist, 
VCBB Executive 
Director.

The Workforce 
Development Plan 
addresses the need 
for additional 
human resources 
with apprenticeship 

programs, tuition assistance for job 
training, job placement, an earn-to-
learn program, a centralized resource 
for sourcing workers, programs 
targeting the underemployed, and 
housing support.

Some of the Workforce 
Development Plan’s training 
and apprenticeship programs are 
underway, including a well-attended 
fiber training session. Additional 
components are in the planning 
stages and will begin next year.

Vt. community broadband board
announces workforce partnership

The build-out 
will require the 
construction 
of 8,000 miles 
of fiber optic 
network over a 
five-year period. 
This will create 
additional 
demand for more 
than 200 fiber 
optic technicians, 
as well as 
interrelated 
jobs, such as 
tree-trimmers to 
prepare rights-of-
way and electric 
utility line-
workers.

Keep up to date with all the action, read Arts + Leisure every Thursday in the Addy Indy!
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Ready to row
EARLY MORNING MIST glows as the sun rises over the frost-laden rowing gigs from Lake Champlain Maritime Museum on Saturday, 

Oct. 29. The boats were later used by more than 100 middle and high school rowers at the Otter Creek Challenge, held at Otter Creek 
Falls in Vergennes

Photo Credit: Buzz Kuhns

By TIFFANY TAN
VTDigger.org

VERMONT — Last year, 
Vermont recorded the highest 
number of opioid overdose deaths 
the state has ever seen — 210. This 
year could bring worse news if the 
latest numbers are 
any indication.

From January 
through August, 
according to 
the latest state 
health department 
data, 151 
Vermonters died 
from an opioid 
overdose — 14 
more than in the 
same period last 
year.  

For most of this 
year, the monthly 
death tally 
generally tracked 
with the 2021 
figures. Since July, 
however, a gap 
has been widening, fueled by the 
powerful synthetic opioid fentanyl. 
If the numbers stay on this upward 
track, Vermont could again see an 
unprecedented number of opioid 
fatalities.

When asked whether the 
Vermont Department of Health 
is concerned that 2022 would 

surpass the record set last year, 
officials said they didn’t want to 
make projections.

“We are careful to not infer a 
trend, because the data can change 
significantly on a month-to-month 
basis,” said Nicole Rau Mitiguy, 

the department’s 
substance misuse 
p r e v e n t i o n 
manager, in an 
email. “The 
D e p a r t m e n t 
remains committed 
to our work 
in addressing 
o v e r d o s e s 
statewide.”

After a drop in 
overdose deaths in 
2019, the numbers 
started climbing 
again in 2020, when 
the coronavirus 
pandemic hit 
Vermont. The 
health emergency 
caused major 

upheavals, such as mass 
unemployment, housing loss, food 
insecurity and the suspension of 
some medical and social services.

People’s lives were upended with 
fear, anxiety, depression, stress, 
isolation and loneliness, which 
public health experts have said led 
some to start using substances and 
others to relapse.

Although COVID-19 has eased 
its grip on people’s daily lives, 
recovery experts say that letting 
go of substances will take an even 
longer time. 

“I don’t think just because the 
pandemic is over that it’s just 
going to bounce back to the way 
it was,” said Gary De Carolis, 
executive director of Recovery 
Partners of Vermont, a network of 
recovery centers in the state. “In 
the recovery centers, we’re not 
seeing the same numbers of people 
coming in as we were before this 
happened.”

He said recovery center workers 
are now ramping up their outreach 
activities to connect with more 
people in their communities.

“Go where they are,” De Carolis 
said, “whether it’s in a hotel or it’s 
on the street.”

The state health department said 
the types of drugs on the streets 
are also affecting the opioid death 
toll. In the past year, officials have 
raised red flags over the growing 
prevalence of the animal sedative 
xylazine in the illicit opioid 
market. The drug is not approved 
for human use.

As of August, according to 
department data, xylazine was 
involved in 43 out of 151, or nearly 
30%, of this year’s opioid fatalities. 
That is double the rate for the same 
months last year, when xylazine 
figured in 20 out of 137 fatalities.  

Because xylazine is not an 
opioid, it does not respond to 
naloxone, the opioid overdose 
reversal drug. Xylazine-laced 
opioids can mean a higher risk of 
death, particularly since there’s 
no quick way to test for the drug’s 
presence, unlike fentanyl.

“Xylazine has certainly 
complicated overdose prevention 
because there is no test strip 
or current antidote for it,” Rau 
Mitiguy earlier said.

The department is encouraging 
people to reach out to VTHelplink.
org, the state’s drug and alcohol 
support center, to learn more about 
available treatment and recovery 
services.

Opioid death count thru
August is outpacing last 
year’s record numbers

“We are careful 
to not infer a 
trend, because the 
data can change 
significantly 
on a month-to-
month basis. 
The Department 
remains committed 
to our work 
in addressing 
overdoses 
statewide.”

— Nicole Rau Mitiguy

Shop
Locally

this 
Holiday 

Season!

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY FARM & GARDEN
       338 Exchange St., Middlebury, VT • 802-388-4937

M-F 8-6, Sat 8-5, Sun 9-4

YOUR YARD, GARDEN and PET PLACE™

OPEN 
7 Days

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY COUPON

Valid through 12/4/22

COUPON   

$20 off

Excludes bagged livestock feed.
$100 purchase level determined after all other applicable discounts.

One coupon per customer.

$100 OR MORE
COMBINED PET FOOD & 
ACCESSORIES PURCHASE

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY COUPON

Valid through 12/4/22

COUPON   

$5 off

 While supplies last.  Can’t be combined with any other offer or coupon. 
One coupon per customer 

any one of our FRESH CUT 
STANDARD OR LARGER 

($55 OR MORE)

CHRISTMAS CHRISTMAS 
TREES!TREES!

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY COUPON

Valid through 12/4/22

COUPON   

$2 off
In-stock items only- while supplies last.

Can’t be combined with any other offer or coupon.
 One coupon per customer.

ANY SIZED 
WREATH

Black Friday and Small 
Business Saturday Deals

NOVEMBER 25 - NOVEMBER 26

BUY 1 GET 2ND

50% OFF
KRINGLE DAYLIGHT 
CANDLES

Black Friday & Small Business
Saturday ONLY 11/25-11/26

20 lbs.    Reg. $29.99

ALL AMERICAN
SUET SINGLES

99¢
BLACK OIL
SUNFLOWER SEED

$19.99
Black Friday & Small 

Business Saturday ONLY
11/25-11/26

All Kids Toys
30% OFF

Black Friday & Small Business
Saturday ONLY 11/25-11/26

30%30% OFF
All Pet Collars, Leashes and Harnesses

Black Friday & Small Business
Saturday ONLY 11/25-11/26

30%30% OFF
All Pet Toys
Black Friday & Small Business

Saturday ONLY 11/25-11/26

Free Bag of Sportmix 
40lb Dog Food

ALL AMERICAN SUET
8 VALUE PACK 

$7.99
Black Friday

& Small Business
Saturday ONLY

 11/25-11/26

or

With any Pet Food or supply purchase.
One free item per customer. While supplies last.

Free 20lb Free 20lb 
box of Baked box of Baked 

Wholesomes Dog Wholesomes Dog 
TreatsTreats

ALL WOMEN’S 
CARHARTT 

30% off 
while supplies last

including ALL other Carhartt, Dovetail Workwear 
for Women, Berne Workswear for Men and Women, 

Darn Tough Socks and Select Winter Boots.

20% OFF
ALL WINTER CLOTHING

Naked
Bee
Gift Set

Free

Black Friday & Small 
Business Saturday ONLY

11/25-11/26

30% OFF Xmas Lights
and Decor

With $35 Naked 
Bee Purchase

Discounted item must be
equal or lesser value

*
* * SALE 

ENDS 11/26

Final

Days!

11/26-12/3 while 
supplies last,

Limited Supply
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Breanna Elaine will release 
her new album “Seedlings” in 
January. Read all about this 

25-year-old’s rise to her 
own stardom inside.

PHOTO / MATTHEW GUSTAFSON

BRANDON MUSICIAN 
FINDS HER OWN

SHOOTING 

STAR SEE STORY
PAGES 8-9
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This poem “Across the Lake” speaks to me of the 
dreamlike quality some days can take, even as they are 
happening; days that hold beauty and sky and longing. It 
moves between realms earthy and other worldly, and calls 
on you to use your deeper senses and imagination. The 

tanager feels like a focal point, off ering something 
real and tangible, even while it remains ungraspable. 
The tanager is there, then not there, the way birds 
are. He becomes more “a scarlet fl utter in the high 
canopy” than an actual bird, representing so many 
other things worthwhile and beautiful, which by 
nature we tend to try and hold onto. At the same 
time there is a sense in the poem’s characters of 
being deeply present and alive, even as the scarlet 
fl utter they seek becomes more elusive.

The poem is also a kind of love story, with the 
appearance of a beloved partway through. That, too, 
feels dreamlike and time seems to move back and 
forth. Now we have the loved one’s presence, as well 
as the tanager, the lake and sky. As soft and fl oating 

as the poem is, this is also how life is sometimes when we’ve had a sweet 
experience with the desire to hold it and make it ours forever. Of course, we can’t, 
yet if we’re lucky, something of it might linger on.  As the poet writes “And the 
tanager, do not try to take it with you, but listen instead to this song.” 

THIS TALK OF 
TANAGERS AND TREES

ACROSS THE LAKE (SECTION 3)
If I remember the lake yesterday, the tanager
deep in the woods, it feels like a memory
lost in a series of new ones, each singular event 
simply a tanager in a tree. 
And then there are only trees, a huge blue sky.
Say he is not gone; I cannot fi nd a tanager. 
He is only gone 
when you are looking for him, how the day passes
more brief than the one before 
when a late evening chill spills down your neck, the way 
the forest goes quiet    I want to tell you 
that tanager will always remain a scarlet fl utter
in the high canopy, will beckon you to see 
in a rush of color the fl eeting moment, your day 
just another day across the lake 
and the tanager
do not try to take him with you, but listen instead 
to his song     (He pulls her close, a hand in her hair.) 
This talk of tanagers stirs your thoughts, your eyes 
tell me so, it is here at the lake
where you feel most alive    Tell me you love me
and this moment will be ours, will fi ll 
with our living 
In the morning when you wake
I am the song in your resting hair, the softness
of your mouth, and my touch
tells you so    The tanager across the lake 
you will never hold inside your delicate hands
how to hold so much color
But we are here now, and the lake is here
the tanager here      
We should only ask for so much.

— By David Crews

POETRY
T H E  M O N T H  I N

Susan Jefts 
is a poet and 
editor from the Adirondacks 
and Vermont, whose poems 
have been published in 
numerous journals, locally and 
nationally. She runs workshops 
using poetry to deepen our 
experiences in nature, and of 
what we fi nd sacred.

Taste Vermont!

388 Lincoln Road Ripton, Vermont
  highrowsvineyards.com

High Rows Vineyards is offering tasting
of our wines, and bo�le sales at the winery 
Saturday, November 26 from 1:00-4:30pm 
of our wines, and bo�le sales at the winery 
Saturday, November 26 from 1:00-4:30pm 

GREAT 
FOR GIFTS!

David Crews is a writer and editor who currently resides in 
southern Vermont, ancestral land of Mohican and Abenaki 

peoples. He cares for work that explores a reconnection 
to land and place, wilderness, preservation, nonviolence. 

New poetry from Mônadenok is forthcoming or found 
in The Ecological Citizen, Appalachia, Ran Off  With the 
Star Bassoon, and This Broken Shore. His mermaid 
sequence, Incantation, is now available as a limited 
edition, handmade chapbook designed and produced by 
Josh Dannin of Directangle Press. Find David and his work 

at davidcrewspoetry.com.

This poem is part of a longer poem of six sequential 
parts. This section (3) was previously published in Birds 

Thumb (2017) and Canary (2017).

Give a subscription 
to the Addy Indy 

this holiday season!
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Cézanne takes the screen on Wednesday 

Great Art Wednesdays is back at Town Hall 
Theater. The first of five films screened late 
last month with “Hopper: An American Love 
Story,” featuring the work of American realist 
painter Edward Hopper. Next up, is a film 
on the French artist and post-impressionist 
painter Paul Cézanne, screening Wednesday, 
Nov. 30, at the Town Hall Theater in 
Middlebury, at 11 a.m. 

“Cézanne: Portraits of Life” was 
filmed at the National Portrait 
Gallery in London, with additional interviews 
from experts and curators from MoMA in New 
York, National Gallery of Art in Washington, 
D.C. and Musée d’Orsay in Paris, and 
correspondence from the artist himself. The 
film takes audiences to the places Cézanne 
lived and worked and sheds light on an artist 

who is perhaps one of the least known and 
yet most important of all the Impressionists.

Tickets are $15 and are available online at 
townhalltheater.org.

ART O N  T H E  S C R E E N

Middlebury College presents 
comedy on the moors, Dec. 1-3

The Middlebury College Department 
of Theatre will present Jen 
Silverman’s “The Moors,” directed by 
Michole Biancosino. In this comedy, two 
sisters and a dog live out their lives on 
the bleak English moors, dreaming of 
love and power. The arrival of new faces 
to their cloistered world sets all three on 
a strange and dangerous path. 

The world of the play is inspired 
by the Bronte sisters and their 
writings. The setting, themes, and 
tone evoke Wuthering Heights, Jane 
Eyre, or Agnes Grey at different times.  
However, in this experimental take on 
the genre, the women are in power with 

no men in sight. When a new governess, 
Emilie, arrives to a stately house, she 
discovers the master of the house, 
Branwell, seems to have disappeared. 
Also, there doesn’t seem to be a child, 
so what has she been hired to do? The 
audience follows her journey into this 
dangerous environment, where the 
domestic sphere is just as wild as the 
landscape of the moors outside.

The Moors will be performed on Dec. 
1-3, at 7:30 p.m.., in the Wright Memorial 
Theatre on the campus of Middlebury 
College. Stay for a lively post-show 
talk back and discussion following 
the Friday evening performance. The 
performance runs approximately 110 
minutes with no intermission.

Tickets are $15 for the general public; 
$10 for Middlebury College faculty, 
staff, alumni, emeriti, and other ID card 
holders; $8 for youth (under 21); and $5 
for Middlebury College students. For 
tickets or information, call 802-443-6433 
or visit middlebury.universitytickets.com. 
The box office is located in the Mahaney 
Arts Center at 72 Porter Field Road in 
Middlebury, just off Route 30 South. 

THEATER
U P C O M I N G

802-443-MIDD (6433)  •  go.middlebury.edu/pas

Jupiter String Quartet
Jasper String Quartet
Friday, December 2  n  7:30 pm
Mahaney Arts Center, Robison Hall; or stream from home 
$25/20/15/10/5

details
When: Dec. 1-3, at 7:30 p.m.

Where: Wright Memorial Theater, 
Middlebury College Campus

Post-show talk: Following the Friday 
evening performance. 

Tickets: $15/$10/$8/$5

Untitled (Portrait of a Man with a Top Hat Standing 
next to a Gravestone) by Paul Cézanne, 1853.

The Middlebury College Department of Theatre will present Jen 
Silverman’s “The Moors,” directed by Michole Biancosino, Dec. 1-3.
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Jupiter and Jasper String 
Quartets to perform 
together on Dec. 2

Two internationally renowned string quartets 
— the Jupiter Quartet and the Jasper Quartet 
— will join together for an extraordinary 
concert on Friday, Dec. 2, in Middlebury. 
Audiences will bask in the full sound of a 
string octet in the impeccable acoustics of 
the Mahaney Arts Center’s Robison Hall.

Their concert concludes the Middlebury 
Performing Arts Series’ “year of the cello” 
celebration with performances of Schubert’s 
cello quintet, Reena Esmail’s “Ragamala,” and 
the beautiful Mendelssohn Octet.

The concert is also a family affair — 
between the two ensembles, there are 
three siblings, two married couples, and 
several former college roommates. These 
strong connections make their playing 
especially collaborative, with all the players 
exceptionally attuned to one another.

The concert is open to on- and off-campus 
audiences; vaccinations and boosters (or valid 
medical or religious exemptions) required. 
Masks optional, except under certain 
conditions, but welcome. The performance 
will also be streamed, with a 48-hour window 
for access.

ABOUT THE ARTISTS
The Jupiter String Quartet is a particularly 
intimate group, consisting of violinists Nelson 
Lee and Meg Freivogel, violist Liz Freivogel 
(Meg’s older sister), and cellist Daniel 
McDonough (Meg’s husband, Liz’s brother-in-
law). Now enjoying their 16th year together, 
this tight-knit ensemble is firmly established 
as an important voice in the world of chamber 
music.

Formed at Oberlin Conservatory, the Jasper 
String Quartet began pursuing a professional 
career in 2006 as Rice University’s Graduate 
Quartet in Residence. In 2008, the quartet 
continued its training with the Tokyo String 
Quartet as Yale University’s Graduate Quartet 
in Residence and then swept through the 
competition circuit. In 2010, they joined the 
roster of Astral Artists after winning their 
national auditions. The Jasper consists of 
violinist J Freivogel (brother of Meg and Liz 

Freivogel) and Karen Kim, violist Sam Quintal, 
and cellist Rachel Henderson Freivogel.

Both quartets have performed in some of the 
world’s finest halls, including New York City’s 
Carnegie Hall and Lincoln Center, and at 
major music festivals.

PERFORMANCE DETAILS
The concert by the Jasper and Jupiter String 
Quartets will take place at the Mahaney 
Arts Center’s Olin C. Robison Concert Hall 
on Friday, Dec. 2, at 7:30 p.m. Tickets (with 
assigned seating) are $25 for the general 

public, $20 for Middlebury faculty/staff and 
alumni, $10 for youth, and $5 for Middlebury 
College students. Vaccinations and boosters 
(or valid medical or religious exemptions) 
are required; masks are optional, except 
under certain circumstances, but welcome. 
The concert will also be streamed, and 
will remain available online for a 48-hour 
window. Streaming tickets are $15, or $5 
for students, and all in-person tickets 
will include access to the stream. For 
tickets, health and safety protocols, or 
information, call 802-443-MIDD (6433) or visit  
middlebury.edu/arts.

MUSIC
U P C O M I N G

The Jasper (top) and Jupiter String Quartets will perform together on Friday, Dec. 2 at the Mahaney Arts Center.
PHOTOS / TODD ROSENBERG (JUPITER QUARTET) AND MARTHA HOLLAND (JASPER QUARTET)
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ARIES: March 21/April 20. This week no one can 
help you but yourself, Aries. You have to fi gure 
out a way to get to the bottom of a problem on 
your own. But then the 
reward will be twice as 
sweet.

TAURUS: April 21/
May 21. There are a few 
obstacles in your path 
this week, Taurus. But 
nothing you can’t get 
around. If you have a 
few people help you 
out, your work will be 
even easier to manage.

GEMINI: May 22/June 
21. Gemini, when a 
current plan of attack 
isn’t working out quite 
right, you may have 
to approach it from a 
diff erent direction. A new 
angle can bring with it a 
new perspective. 

CANCER: June 22/
July 22. You may need 
to push yourself a little 
further this week to 
make up for lost time, 
Cancer. Hunker down 
and get things done. 
There’s rest to have on 
the other side of the 
eff ort.

LEO: July 23/Aug. 23. 
Turning a blind eye to a 
certain situation will not 
make it go away, Leo. 
It will only postpone 
the inevitable, which is 
getting it handled. Don’t 
procrastinate any longer.

VIRGO: Aug. 24/Sept. 22. Others may not want 
to hear the truth, but you’re still going to off er it 
up, Virgo. Forge ahead even if you may lose some 
friends in the process.

LIBRA: Sept. 23/Oct. 23. Think twice before you 
act this week, Libra. It’s easy to take the path 
ahead right now, but there may be some other 

way to go that could 
prove more rewarding in 
the long run.

SCORPIO: Oct. 24/
Nov. 22. Scorpio, you are 
looking for a change, 
but you don’t know what 
that should be just yet. 
You may have to try on 
a few diff erent shoes 
before you fi nd the right 
fi t.

SAGITTARIUS: Nov. 
23/Dec. 21. Sagittarius 
birthday season is in full 
swing right now, so you 
are in a festive mood. 
That will continue right 
into the holidays, when 
you may be the life of 
the party.

CAPRICORN: Dec. 22/
Jan. 20. Capricorn, you 
can change if you want 
to. It just requires a little 
eff ort right now to fi gure 
out the path you want to 
take. Brainstorm a few 
ideas and you can fi nd 
a goal.

AQUARIUS: Jan. 21/
Feb. 18. Keeping secrets 
will only work for so 
long. Aquarius. Sooner 
or later the truth will be 
revealed and you will 
need to come clean. 
Take the high road from 
the start.

PISCES: Feb. 19/March 20. After a few bumps, 
you fi nd your groove, Pisces. Supervisors will 
recognize your eff orts and perhaps give you the 
notice you deserve.

Cosmic Forecast

OPEN: M-F 10-5 and Saturday 9:30-4

260 Court Street, Middlebury, Vt. 05753
802-388-3559   www.middleburysewnvac.com

4th
Week

bef�e Christmas Sale

Sale 11/27 - 12/3

All Notions on sale
this week 20% Off!

Perfect
Stocking
stuffers!

Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30, Sat. 10-2  • Rt. 7 So., Middlebury
 www.middleburyfloralandgifts.com

Leave the 
centerpiece 

to us.

802-388-2800

Happy 
Thanksgiving!

BRISTOL • VT453-7799

Tues-Thurs 11am-5pm
Fri 11-7pm, Sat 10am-5pm
Sun 11-3pm • Closed Mon

Come visit us on
11/26 for Small 

Business Saturday!

NOV. 24 — Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec, artist (d)
NOV. 25 — Percy Sledge, singer (d)
NOV. 26 — Tina Turner, singer (83)
NOV. 27 — Kathryn Bigelow, fi lm director (71)

NOV. 28 — Jon Stewart, comedian (50)
NOV. 29 — Chadwick Bozeman, actor (d)
NOV. 30 — Shirley Chisholm, politician (d)

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

SEE EXHIBITS ON PAGE 14

ART
O N  E X H I B I T

BRANDON ARTISTS GUILD
7 Center St, Brandon
Visit brandonartistsguild.org or call 802-247-4956 
for more info.

“2022 Holiday Show,” showcases fi nely crafted 
original artworks by more than 30 Vermont artists. 
Joining BAG this season are Ashley Wolff , Catherine 
Palmer and Judith Reilly. On view Nov. 11-Jan. 29.

EDGEWATER GALLERIES
1 Mill Street, Middlebury & 6 Merchants Row, 
Middlebury
Visit edgewatergallery.com, call 802-458-0098 or 
email info@edgewatergallery-vt.com for more info.

“Defi ne Small.” Edgewater Gallery’s annual small 
works show, featuring new work from established 
artists, as well as new work from Larry Horowitz. On 
view Nov. 23-Dec. 31.

JACKSON GALLERY
68 S Pleasant Street, Middlebury
Visit townhalltheater.org/jackson-gallery or call 
802-382-9222 for more info.

“Feral Stitching: Four Artists Collaborating,” 
featuring a collection of fi ber art explorations 
created by Sarah Ashe, Janet Fredericks, Kari 
Hansen and Lily Hinrichsen. On view through Nov. 
30.

SHELDON MUSEUM
1 Park Street, Middlebury
For more info visit henrysheldonmuseum.org

“Artists in the Archives: Community, History & 
Collage.” Artists from Canada, Denmark, Ireland, 
Poland, Scotland, Ukraine, and several US states 
created collages to explore how the archival 
material expresses an aspect of a community. On 
view Sept. 2 through Jan. 7, 2023.

SPARROW ART SUPPLY
52 Main Street, Middlebury
Visit sparrowartsupply.com or call 802-989-7225 
for more info.

“A Merry Little Market,” a maker market featuring 
creations by over 40 local artisans. The gallery is 
decked with all sorts of truly unique gifts, from fi ne 
artwork to pottery to candles to fused glass and 
more. With a tree full of hand-crafted ornaments, 
this show is guaranteed to get you in the holly jolly 
spirit. On view Nov. 18-Jan. 14. 
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MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY TELEVISION:

P.O. Box 785, Middlebury, Vt. 05753MCTV SCHEDULE Channels 1071 & 1091
Please see the MCTV website, www.middleburycommunitytv.org, for changes 
in the schedule; MCTV events, classes and news; and to view many programs 

online. Submit listings to the above address, or call 388-3062.

MCTV Channel 1071
Friday, November 25
4:36 a.m. Healing from the Trauma of THC
6:25 a.m. Dr. Moore Cox - The Nursing 

Crisis
7:30 a.m. Congregational Church Service
1 a.m. Selectboard
2:58 p.m. While We Were Sleeping - David 

Zuckerman
4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Church Service
5:30 p.m. Energy Week
6:30 p.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
7:30 p.m. Senior Solutions
8 p.m. While We Were Sleeping 
Saturday, November 26
Public Affairs - Through the Night
4:30 a.m Addiction Recovery Channel
5:30 a.m. Senior Solutions
6 a.m. The Nursing Crisis
7:05 a.m. Post-Election Press Conf.
8 a.m. Howard Dean at the Sheldon 

Museum
10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Church 
5:30 p.m. Eckankar
6 p.m. Energy Week
7 p.m. Catholic Mass
7:30 p.m. Howard Dean at the Sheldon 
9 p.m. Senior Solutions
9:27 p.m. What’s Going On
10 p.m. While We Were Sleeping 
11:02 p.m. Post Election Press Conf.

Sunday, November 27
Public Affairs - Through the Night
5:30 a.m. Senator Sanders with Finland’s 

Ambassador
6:59 a.m. Renewable Energy Vermont - 

Keynote
8 a.m. Moments with Melinda - Architect 

David Sellers
9 a.m. Catholic Mass
10 a.m. Energy Week
11 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
12:30 p.m. While We Were Sleeping 
1:32 p.m. Addiction Recovery Channel
4 p.m. Congregational Service
6:30 p.m. Eckankar
7 p.m. Catholic Mass
7:30 a.m. Senior Solutions Update
8 a.m. The Nursing Crisis
9:05 p.m. Post-Election Press Conf.
10 p.m. Howard Dean at the Sheldon 
Monday, November 28
Public Affairs - Through the Night
8 a.m. Press Conference
9 a.m. Energy Week
10 a.m. Selectboard & Public Affairs
4:30 p.m. Senior Solutions Update
5 p.m. The Nursing Crisis
6:05 p.m. Post Election Press Conf.
7 p.m. Howard Dean at the Sheldon 
8:30 p.m While We Were Sleeping
Tuesday, November 29

Public Affairs - Through the Night

5 a.m. Energy Week
9:30 a.m. Eckankar
10 a.m. Select Board & Public Affairs
4 p.m. Congregational Service
5:30 p.m. Energy Week
7 p.m. Selectboard - Live, Public Affairs
Wednesday, November 30

Public Affairs - Through the Night
6:30 a.m. Energy Week
7:30 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
9:30 a.m. Catholic Mass
10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
5 p.m. Energy Week
7 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
Thursday, December 1
Public Affairs - Through the Night
5 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
8 a.m. Congregational Service
12 p.m. Selectboard, Press Conf., Public 

Affairs
8 p.m. Energy Week
9 p.m. Eckankar

MCTV Channel 1091 
Friday, November 25
6 a.m. Finding Endurance - Charles 

Shackleton 
7 a.m. Book Talk, At the Ilsley - North - 

Brad Kessler
10 a.m. State Board of Education
12:30 p.m. Local School Board Meeting
4 p.m. Finding Endurance 

5 p.m. Art from Above -Caleb Kenna
6 p.m. Saint J Academy Fall Concert
6:45 p.m. Lyndon Inst. 2022 Fall Concert
7:31 p.m. Annual Battle of the Bands at 

Harwood High School
9:30 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
10:30 p.m. North - Brad Kessler
Saturday, November 26
4:30 a.m. Medical Matters Weekly
6 a.m. St. J Town Band Veterans Day 

2022 Concert 
7:30 a.m.  Kid’s Yoga, Yoga
9 a.m. All Brains Belong VT
11 a.m. School Board Meetings
5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ 
6 p.m. St. J Town Band 
7:30 p.m. OLLI - Using Music to Enhance 

Your Own Life and the Lives of Others
8:37 p.m. Dr. John Campbell
Sunday, November 27
5 a.m. All Things LGTQ
6 a.m. Art from Above - Caleb Kenna
6:46 a.m. Kid’s Yoga,Yoga
8 a.m. Snowflake Bentley - His Life and 

Work
9 a.m. Battle of the Bands
12 p.m. School Board Meeting
5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ 
6 p.m. St. J Academy Concert
6:45 p.m. All Brains Belong VT
8 p.m. Snowflake Bentley 

Monday, November 28
5 a.m. Pot Luck Kitchen
6 a.m. Yoga
7 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
8 a.m. School Board Meetings
6 p.m. Lyndon Inst. Fall Concert
9 p.m. Dr. John Campbell
Tuesday, November 29
4 a.m. Using Music to Enhance Lives
5:45 a.m. Lyndon Inst. Fall Concert
6:30 a.m. School Board Meetings 
12 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
1 p.m. Festival On the Green
4 p.m. Interviews with Artists & Authors
8 p.m. Lyndon Institute Fall Concert
9:30 p.m. Medical Matters Weekly
Wednesday, November 30
6:30 a.m. North - Brad Kessler
7:34 a.m. Kid’s Yoga, Yoga
9 a.m. Festival On the Green
12 p.m. School Board Meetings
6 p.m. Using Music to Enhance Lives 
7:37 p.m. North - Brad Kessler
9:30 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
Thursday, December 1
5 a.m. Pot Luck Kitchen
7 a.m. Yoga
8 a.m. School Board Meetings
4 p.m. Art from Above -Caleb Kenna 
5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ 
6 p.m. Festival On the Green
9 p.m. Using Music to Enhance Lives

CALENDAR
THURSDAY, NOV. 24
NESHOBE PIE GOBBLER FUN RUN 
AND WALK IN BRANDON. Thursday, 
Nov. 24, Neshobe Golf Club, 224 
Town Farm Rd. A Thanksgiving 

morning tradition. Run, walk, stroll with a chance to 
win your Thanksgiving Day pie. Winning male and 
female as well as every 10th finisher receives a freshly 
made pie. The course is approximately 3 miles over 
hill and dale at Neshobe Golf Course. Rain or shine. 
Self-timed. Proceeds benefit Brandon Recreation 
Department.

SATURDAY, NOV. 26
KING PEDE CARD PARTY IN FERRISBURGH. Saturday, 
Nov. 26, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall and Community Center, 
Route 7. A sandwich supper and then on to an evening 
of fun and card games. King Pede is an unusual game 
that involves “trick-taking” techniques such as in 
Hearts and Spades or Pitch. This is a game of fun and 
skill so come prepared to use your strategic thinking.

TUESDAY, NOV. 29
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN RIPTON. Leader’s 
Choice Hike, Ripton. Tuesday, Nov. 29, leader’s choice. 
Hike or snowshoe, weather and condition dependent, 
6-8 miles. Details will be decided based on trail 
conditions and interest. Check with Ellen Cronan as 
the date approaches, ecronana@yahoo.com. More at 
gmcbreadloaf.org.

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 30
“CEZANNE: PORTRAITS OF LIFE” ON SCREEN IN 

MIDDLEBURY. Wednesday, Nov. 30, 11 a.m., Town Hall 
Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. One cannot appreciate 20th 
century art without understanding the significance 
and genius of Paul Cézanne. Filmed at the National 
Portrait Gallery in London, with additional interviews 
from experts and curators from MoMA in New York, 
National Gallery of Art in Washington, D.C., and 
Musée d’Orsay in Paris, and correspondence from the 
artist himself, the film takes audiences to the places 
Cézanne lived and worked and sheds light on an 
artist who is perhaps one of the least known and yet 
most important of all the Impressionists. More info at 
townhalltheater.org.

THURSDAY, DEC. 1
“THE MOORS” ON STAGE IN MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, 
Dec. 1, 7:30 p.m., Wright Theatre, Chateau Rd. 
Middlebury College Department of Theater presents 
this dark comedy about love, desperation and 
visibility. Two sisters and a dog live out their lives on 
the bleak English moors, dreaming of love and power. 
The arrival of a hapless governess and a moor-hen 
set all three on a strange and dangerous path. Tickets 
$15/10/8/5, available at middlebury.edu/events/
event/moors. Open to the public.

“HALF OF A YELLOW SUN” FILM DISCUSSION IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, Dec. 1, 6:30-7:30 p.m., Ilsley 
Public Library, 75 Main St. or Zoom. Watch the movie 
on Kanopy then join the Middlebury Community 
Classic Film Club to discuss this story set in 1960’s 
Nigeria, where two sisters travel on different roads 
in their lives but end up working to help create a 
new republic in the midst of civil war. More info at 
ilsleypubliclibrary.org/middlebury-community-
classic-films-club.

FRIDAY, DEC. 2
ART OPENING IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, Dec. 2, 4-7 
p.m., PhotoPlace, 3 Park St. Opening reception for “The 
Poetry of the Ordinary,” on display Nov. 30-Dec. 22.

JUPITER STRING QUARTET AND JASPER STRING 
QUARTET IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, Dec. 2, 7:30 p.m., 
Robison Hall, Mahaney Arts Center, 72 Porter Field 
Rd. A collaborative concert by an exceptionally close 
group of musicians concludes MAC’s “year of the 
cello” celebration with performances of Schubert’s 
cello quintet, Reena Esmail’s Ragamala, and the 
beautiful Mendelssohn Octet. Bask in the full sound of 
a string octet in the impeccable acoustics of Robison 
Hall. Tickets $25/20/10/5; streaming tickets $15/5. 
More info at middlebury.edu/events/event/jupiter-
quartet-and-jasper-quartet.

WARREN MILLER’S “DAYMAKER” IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Friday, Dec. 2, 7:30 p.m., Town Hall Theater, 68 S. 
Pleasant St. Middlebury. Tap into your inner snow 
season stoke this season with “Daymaker.” Free 
your mind and leave it all behind as we rewrite the 
rules of adaptive backcountry riding, hit winter’s 
biggest party and surprise a superfan. Featuring Karl 
Fostvedt, Michelle Parker, Katie Burrell and more. 
Tickets $23/$25 day of show/$38 VIP available at 
townhalltheater.org.

“THE MOORS” ON STAGE IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, 
Dec. 2, 7:30 p.m., Wright Theatre, Chateau Rd. See Oct. 
1 listing.

MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE FALL DANCE SHOW IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Friday, Dec. 2, 7:30 p.m., Mahaney Arts 

N O V.  2 3 - D E C .  8

2 0 2 2

SEE CALENDAR ON PAGE 15
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MiniBury
A RELIABLE RESOURCE FOR PARENTS SEEKING FAMILY-FRIENDLY EVENTS, ACTIVITIES, CAMPS AND CLASSES IN AND AROUND MIDDLEBURY

Feeling stir cr� y already?

Meet Santa, 7 ways

Your kids have been home from school for a 
week. The turkey tryptophan is getting to you. 
It’s time to get out of the house. Here are a 
few things going on Thanksgiving weekend:

Pop over to the Sheldon Museum to see 
the incredible toy train display! Each year 
a team of volunteer engineers sets up an 
elaborate mini-world of electric trains that 
zoom through a village, zip under tunnels 
and stop at tiny stations. The trains will be 
running on Friday and Saturday, Nov. 25 and 
26, from 11 a.m.-3 p.m.; included with regular 
admission. (Admission is free during Midd 
Night Stroll evenings — Dec. 1, 8 and 15 — 
and for the Holiday Open House on Dec. 3.)

Watch the Men’s World Cup! The Marquis 
Theater is live streaming the soccer
games in the cafe all week (except on 
Thanksgiving itself). Team USA plays Friday, 
Nov. 25, at 2 p.m.  

Sled dogs are coming to ECHO! Scoot up to 
Burlington on Saturday, Nov. 26, to meet a 
team of Siberian huskies.

Shelburne Museum’s Winter Lights event 
opens this weekend. Grab some tickets and 
head up to see all the buildings and gardens 
aglow for the holidays.  

Or, head to Lake Dunmore to see Wayne 
Smith’s annual over-the-top illuminated 
Christmas decoration extravaganza, which 
he usually lights up for the month the fi rst 
night after Thanksgiving.

The Vermont Folklife Center’s gingerbread 
house competition is back in person 
this year! And the deadline is Dec. 1, so 
Thanksgiving weekend is the perfect time 
to plan your creation. Bakers of all ages can 
participate!

MiniBury.com
THINGS TO DO    MEET PARENTS & FRIENDS  

  NEWS FOR FAMILIES    TIPS, TRICKS & TRENDS    CALENDAR

A PARTNERSHIP WITH THE ADDY INDY

See more online

Santa is magical; that’s how he can be at the Holiday 
Stroll in Vergennes and Very Merry Middlebury 
simultaneously on Saturday, Dec. 3. You’ll fi nd him with 
Mrs. Claus in Middlebury’s Triangle Park from 9-11 a.m.; 
reading at a special story time at the Bixby Library at 
10:30 a.m.; and posing for photos at the Vergennes Opera 
House that afternoon. 

At 5 p.m. that same day, Santa will arrive on a fi re truck 
at Veterans Memorial Park in Salisbury, where folks will 
enjoy a bonfi re, soup, sweet treats, a gigantic Christmas 
tree, and hay rides to the library for a Santa story time. 

On Friday, Dec. 9, Santa will visit the Bristol Town Green 
for a candy cane hunt. Bonus: The amazing SD Ireland 
truck — a cement mixer decked out in thousands of 
lights — will be there, too.

On Saturday, Dec. 10, the Clauses will meet children at 
Maple Landmark Woodcraft (indoors this year!). This 
event is free, but reservations are required; fi nd the link in 
the calendar listing on MiniBury.com.

And on Friday, Dec. 16, Santa will read stories to folks of 
all ages at Bristol’s Holley Hall at 3:30 p.m.

Get in the holiday 
mood with these shows
Bring your little ones to a special family 
screening of The Nutcracker at Barn 
Opera in Brandon on Dec. 3. The hot 
cocoa will be fl owing, and there will be 
enough stage space for anyone who wants 
to dance along. Wear your tutu!

The Middlebury Performing Arts Series
is off ering free tickets to a streaming-only 
performance by the inventive theater 
group Manual Cinema on Dec. 9-11. 
The troupe performs an adaptation of “A 
Christmas Carol” using paper puppets, 

miniatures and silhouettes.

Town Hall Theater is hosting a matinee 
screening of “The Polar Express” on Dec. 
11 with a build-your-own hot chocolate 
bar; pajamas encouraged.

And on Dec. 21, local kids perform a 
Winter Solstice Pageant with lanterns and 
puppets outside Town Hall Theater.

Shop local (with chocolate) Shops stay open late in 
downtown Middlebury on Dec. 1, 8 and 15 for Midd Night Stroll (and often 
the SD Ireland truck makes a visit). If chocolate is your thing, you’ll want to 
hit up Bristol on Dec. 2 for the annual downtown Chocolate Walk.

Calling creative kids! The Better Middlebury 
Partnership is inviting young entrepreneurs to sell their creations 
— baked goods, jewelry, artwork, etc. — at a fi rst-ever kids’ holiday 
market at Very Merry Middlebury on Dec. 3. Interested? Email karen@
bettermiddleburypartnership.org.



PAGE 8 — Addison Independent | ARTS+LEISURE | Thursday, November 24, 2022

It’s been almost a year since local singer-song 
writer Breanna Elaine, 25, quit her day job and 
dedicated herself to becoming a full-time 
professional musician. Since last January, she’s 
made her living singing and playing her guitar at 
restaurants, bars, music venues of almost sort, 
private parties, weddings, or any kind of club or 

association event. 

She’s done it as a single mom 
with her son, Eli, now fi ve, and 
from a background that was 

atypical in that she dropped out of high school 
at 15 — a self-admitted rebellious teen who was 
determined to do things her way.

And it’s going pretty well. 

She’s developed a steady fl ow of gigs each 
weekend, including a couple gigs during the week, 
and, most gratifying, she’s releasing her new album, 
“Seedlings,” this January — a year to the date of her 
independence from the 9-5 day-job she wanted to 
move past. She’s sings of that moment in her single 
“I Don’t Care,” which is included on the album.

We sat down with Breanna to hear her story of 
leaving her job as a Licensed Nursing Assistant to 

singer-songwriter with aspirations of greatness — 
and a gritty determination to make it work. 

Q: You were working as a licensed nursing 
assistant, supporting your four-year-old son as 
a single mom (sharing those duties half-time 
with his Dad), and you get this idea for a song 
that says “quit the job and pursue your passion.” 
That’s three months before you actually followed 
through and put your life in fate’s hands. Tell us 
about that moment.

A: “It just hit me that I wasn’t happy and I was 
wasting my life not doing what I wanted to be 
doing…. At the time, I had just left my boyfriend and 
was temporarily living in a women’s shelter with my 
son. Well, for me to quit my job was, I didn’t know 
if I might be insane. But I was at a really like, you 
know, when you’re going through like trauma and 
terrible things, you’re more connected to the divine 
because you don’t have total control, and you’re just 
trusting things to work out. 

“And so I could feel this energy of what I was 
meant to do, of what I was supposed to do, and 
fi nally I gave in. I was like, ‘Okay, I’ll do what I am 
supposed to do because nothing else is working, or 
fulfi lling me. So I listened to that inner voice. And I 
quit my job. And I worked really hard. And I’ve been 
fully booked every weekend ever since. 

“The universe did not disappoint me.”
That self-assured, risk-taking attitude is 

captured well in her song’s fi rst stanza that is a 
beautifully sung, passionate ballad of doubt in the 
day-to-day struggle, but belief in pursuing what is 
right for her. It starts: 

“How can I live my life the right way? 
I’m bound to be homeless if I don’t work my days 
away. 
Small town musicians don’t make a living wage 
and our hearts are a bit diff erent in many types of 
ways.
(Refrain:) Well, the days drag on and I sing my 
song,
 And I believe in my magic, 
so I wish upon myself, as I’m a shooting star. 
I live on this music, it’s all that I eat… 
So when the money is gone and the cupboards are 
bare, 
I don’t care, I don’t care, I don’t care… ”

Q: Your songs, including the single “Belly of a 
Whale,” which will be released on Dec. 2 , are not 
always as hopeful and self-assured, but expose 
personal heartache. What’s the story of that song?

A: “Belly of a Whale” is a song about loneliness. 
It’s about the death of my father (when she was 21), 
emotional distance with my mother, I guess. And it 
talks a little bit about the partner I had at the time 
(two years ago) and how I just felt disconnected 
and lonely. At fi rst, I thought I wasn’t going to play 
it (publicly), because it was just too personal, you 
know. I thought no one wants to hear this. But they 
do and it’s actually a lot of people’s favorite…

And it’s not like a happy song, which I 
understand is not for everyone, but, you know, 
I’m realizing art isn’t always happy. Because it’s a 
refl ection of our life and our experience, and that’s 
not always happy.

You know, it’s telling the story of how I was 
feeling in life in that moment. Truthfully, and when 
I wrote it, I wasn’t thinking about other people 
hearing it. I write the music because I’m creating art 
from, you know, from my place for me, not because 
I’m writing a song that they’ll like.

Q: When did you start writing and singing your 
own songs?

A: I’m written and played music since I was 
maybe eight or ten, but it wasn’t good then. But 
I kept at it because it just comes out of me. I’ve 
written hundreds of songs. But I didn’t keep them 
or play them in front of anybody until much later. I 
have lost so many songs because I wasn’t recording 
anything. So I started to sing and record some. And 
then eventually, when I was older, you know, people 
pushed me. And I was like, “Okay, I guess I’ll do an 
open mic.” And usually the response I get, I’m like, 
wow, okay, I’m good at this. People like this. Okay. 
Let’s see what happens if I, you know, tried to get a 
gig. And I got gig. And I was like, this is going okay, 
let’s see what happens if I just quit my job, because 
it sucks, and I’ll just do this full time.”

Q: Did you remember when you fi rst starting 
singing?

A: My mom says she always remembers me 

Breanna Elaine quit her job as an LNA almost a year ago and has been writing and signing her own music since. Her new 
album “Seedlings” will be released this January. PHOTOS / MATTHEW GUSTAFSON

AN INTERVIEW WITH

BREANNA ELAINE

ANGELO
 LYNN

BY
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“The universe did not disappoint me.”
That self-assured, risk-taking attitude is 

captured well in her song’s first stanza that is a 
beautifully sung, passionate ballad of doubt in the 
day-to-day struggle, but belief in pursuing what is 
right for her. It starts: 

“How can I live my life the right way? 
I’m bound to be homeless if I don’t work my days 
away. 
Small town musicians don’t make a living wage 
and our hearts are a bit different in many types of 
ways.
(Refrain:) Well, the days drag on and I sing my 
song,
 And I believe in my magic, 
so I wish upon myself, as I’m a shooting star. 
I live on this music, it’s all that I eat… 
So when the money is gone and the cupboards are 
bare, 
I don’t care, I don’t care, I don’t care… ”

Q: Your songs, including the single “Belly of a 
Whale,” which will be released on Dec. 2 , are not 
always as hopeful and self-assured, but expose 
personal heartache. What’s the story of that song?

A: “Belly of a Whale” is a song about loneliness. 
It’s about the death of my father (when she was 21), 
emotional distance with my mother, I guess. And it 
talks a little bit about the partner I had at the time 
(two years ago) and how I just felt disconnected 
and lonely. At first, I thought I wasn’t going to play 
it (publicly), because it was just too personal, you 
know. I thought no one wants to hear this. But they 
do and it’s actually a lot of people’s favorite…

And it’s not like a happy song, which I 
understand is not for everyone, but, you know, 
I’m realizing art isn’t always happy. Because it’s a 
reflection of our life and our experience, and that’s 
not always happy.

You know, it’s telling the story of how I was 
feeling in life in that moment. Truthfully, and when 
I wrote it, I wasn’t thinking about other people 
hearing it. I write the music because I’m creating art 
from, you know, from my place for me, not because 
I’m writing a song that they’ll like.

Q: When did you start writing and singing your 
own songs?

A: I’m written and played music since I was 
maybe eight or ten, but it wasn’t good then. But 
I kept at it because it just comes out of me. I’ve 
written hundreds of songs. But I didn’t keep them 
or play them in front of anybody until much later. I 
have lost so many songs because I wasn’t recording 
anything. So I started to sing and record some. And 
then eventually, when I was older, you know, people 
pushed me. And I was like, “Okay, I guess I’ll do an 
open mic.” And usually the response I get, I’m like, 
wow, okay, I’m good at this. People like this. Okay. 
Let’s see what happens if I, you know, tried to get a 
gig. And I got gig. And I was like, this is going okay, 
let’s see what happens if I just quit my job, because 
it sucks, and I’ll just do this full time.”

Q: Did you remember when you first starting 
singing?

A: My mom says she always remembers me 

singing, even as a little kid. I think I was a music 
nerd, that’s just what made me happy.  My mom 
played the guitar and she’s a good singer, and I 
hear my Dad was really good on the trumpet and 
he would always be singing. I didn’t really hear him 
ever play the trumpet, but I was told he was a very, 
very good trumpet player. I’m not really sure what 
happened. He went a different way in life. But I was 
told he was very good.

But I guess my singing started in a church youth 
group. This guy, who was also our neighbor, was 
the youth group leader and he made a band out of 
us kids. I had been playing the violin. That was the 
first thing I played. They had violin classes in our 
elementary school and I didn’t want to be in band 
because, I thought, I’m too old for that, too cool. I’m 
not going to play oboe or anything and march in a 
marching band, so I got pretty good at the violin. But 
I eventually took up the bass guitar in the church’s 
youth group band…. so, I would sing and play the 
guitar.

I also sang in elementary school. They had, 
like chorus in school plays and stuff. And the music 
teacher noticed that I was good at it, so he 
encouraged me… like we had these 
school events when everyone 
would go to the gym and 
we would sing songs and 
whatever. And then once in 
a while they would have a 
kid be a soloist. And I did 
some of that, which was 
probably my first ever 
time to sing in front of 
other people, like in that 
way, right? And then, you 
know, my friends would 
always be like, ‘Oh, sing us 
that song,’ while we were out 
on the playground or whatever. 
And I would sing songs for them, 
because they would ask me to.

Q: You also play the banjo a little, right?
A: Right. I was house sitting, when I was much 

older, like watching my boyfriend’s dog as he went 
away on a trip. And he had taken the guitar with 
him, which I didn’t notice until afterwards. And I had 
a song in me and I had to get it out. I was tearing 
the house apart looking for the guitar, and it wasn’t 
there. But I found a banjo in the closet. And so I 
pulled it out and figured out how to tune it. And then 
I wrote my first major song.

I don’t really play it that often, but I do have like 
eight to 10 songs on the banjo… I’ve always heard it’s 
harder than the guitar to play; maybe like the rolls 
and stuff, if you want to get fancy, but I don’t get 
fancy.

Q: You said you dropped out of school when you 
were 15. Why?

A:  I liked music and, like, English and writing, 
but the rest of it, I just didn’t have a great time with. 
And I was just a rebellious pain in the ass, and I 
didn’t want to do anything that I didn’t like. And that 
was it.

Q: So, you got your GED since dropping out, and 
you’ve had day jobs as a LNA, and you’ve been 
singing with various groups and on your own for 
the past several years. Where do you practice and 
how’s that going? 

A: Well, most of my gigs, probably 95%, are 
solo… just me and my guitar, singing at events and 
during the dinner hour at restaurants and bars, that 
kind of thing. But I also have a band, and George 
Nostrand, at The Sound Space in Rutland, which is a 
rehearsal space, he’s like counseled me a lot on the 
business aspect of things. Like a mentorship, and 
that’s been really helpful… 

Also, I’ve played at the Underground Studio 
in Randolph and the owner Vincent Freedom has 
been super helpful in a lot of ways and as the studio 
engineer for the Seedlings album.

Q: Any particular place you go to get your 
inspiration?

A: Well, dumping your boyfriend is good for 
creativity. So I do it every once in a while, just for fun. 
(Laughing.) So, boys beware. But honestly, you get 

some songs when you first start dating, 
like love songs. And then you get 

those angry songs at the end… I 
like the angry songs. It’s more 

emotional. I like the grit, the 
edge. Where do the songs come 

from? I don’t know, I just have it. It’s an 
overflow. It’s like a well. You keep dipping in 

your bucket, but more comes up from somewhere. 
There’s always been water in the well within. I like 
the metaphor of the garden, the seeds you plant. 
That’s why the title of the album is “Seedlings.” I 
really don’t know where it comes from, but I’ve 
got this endless creative energy, and I’ve had it my 
whole life. It never runs out. 

Q: So, you’ve been on your own for a year as a full-
time musician, your new album is coming out in 
January, you’re living in an apartment in Brandon 
and you say that songs are still flowing out of you 
constantly. What’s the key take-away for you in 
those 25 years?

A: I used to party and be wilder, but today, I just 
focus on myself. I think when you work on yourself, 
and you’re in a good place, you attract the type of 
people that you want to be around. So I work on 
myself and connections happen organically.

Q: Where did you learn that?
A: Well, I learned it from being an unhealthy 

person and seemingly attracting the wrong types 
of people. And then I realized what you put in, you 
get out. So if you’re in a good place in life, good 

things will happen because you’re putting out 
good energy. If you’re unhappy, you’re putting out 
bad energy, and people who are also in a negative 
space are going to be attracted to that. It’s the way 
I learned a lot of things in a really short amount 
of time, actually, but at least I can use that to my 
advantage now. 

Q: When did you start learning those lessons?
A: Well, when I was a kid, things were not all 

peachy keen… The things I’ve been through in my 
life create a certain space form which I write that 
maybe a lot of people haven’t experienced or have 
no idea about. So, maybe I’m able to write more 
because I’ve experienced a lot of stuff. 

Q: What else have you learned?
A: Well, I used to be like, ‘Oh, everything sucks. 

Why did this all happen to me?’ But now I’m like, I’m 
glad everything’s happened to me. Because now I 
am this person. And I can see things in a certain way. 
I can use all my experience — good and bad — to 
my advantage. And I can also use it for my art. I am 
just naturally very, like emotional, and, you know, 
‘artist brain’ I call it. I’m unstable. And I like it. I don’t 
really want to regulate it that much because a little 
insanity makes good art.

Q: How would you describe your music and your 
voice?

A: It’s hard for me to describe my own music or 
my own voice or to connect down to, like, certain 
adjectives. Also I have multiple voices. Like, I could 
sing a classical sounding song. Or I could sing punk 
rock. So it really depends on my mood and what 
type of sound I’m going for. But my natural voice 
and style is kind of an earthy, gritty, folky sound. 
That’s what comes out naturally.

Q: Did you do voice practice or training?
A: Well, I once went to, like, a summer camp 

that my music teacher suggested when I was little. 
It was, like, a few weeks of summer camp. And they 
did some sight reading and vocal exercises and stuff 
like that. Other than that, no.

I didn’t used to even warm up. I was like, ‘Warm 
up. I don’t need to do that.’ You know, because I didn’t 
take care of anything. I was like, oh, yeah, I’m fine. Just 
go sing it. But I also used to smoke cigarettes and 
stuff. So I was like, rock and roll. Let’s go!

Q: Do you smoke now? 
A: No. Before I would like shotgun a beer on my 

way to the show. Now, I don’t do anything like that. 
I don’t smoke. I don’t drink at all. I eat very healthy, 
and I do lots of yoga. And of course, I warm up my 

SEE MUSIC ON PAGE 11

“I AM JUST NATURALLY VERY, LIKE EMOTIONAL, AND, 
YOU KNOW, ‘ARTIST BRAIN’ I CALL IT. I’M UNSTABLE. AND 
I LIKE IT. I DON’T REALLY WANT TO REGULATE IT THAT 
MUCH BECAUSE A LITTLE INSANITY MAKES GOOD ART.”

— Breanna Elaine
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ACROSS
 1. India’s “City of Lakes”
 7. Large marine 
mammals
13. Used to carry 
belongings when 
traveling
14. Rechristens
16. Equally
17. Heavy plant-eating 
mammals
19. Millihenry
20. Japanese immigrant 
to N. America
22. Deep, red-brown sea 
bream
23. Norse gods
25. Peppermint and 
pekoe are two
26. Auguste __, founder 
of positivism
28. Self-immolation by 
fi re ritual

29. High-resolution 
microscope (abbr.)
30. Wide metal vessel 
used in cooking
31. V-shaped open 
trough
33. People of southern 
Benin
34. People of southern 
Ghana
36. It’s a signifi cant creed
38. Period between 
eclipses
40. Furies
41. Emerged
43. Philippine Island
44. Where wrestlers 
battle
45. Unhappy
47. Central European river
48. Language
51. Semitransparent 
gemstone

53. Forming in a bottom 
layer
55. Distinct region
56. Broad blades
58. Leavened bread
59. Infl uential cosmetics 
exec
60. Exclamation of 
surprise
61. Era free of war
64. One who helps 
professors
65. Idealistic
67. Ornamental plants
69. Grouped
70. Kids love this street

DOWN
 1. Beloved hound
 2. Equal to 100 grams
 3. S-shaped moldings
 4. Hawaiian cliff 
 5. Everyone has one

Sudoku
Each Sudoku puzzle 
consists of a 9x9 
grid that has been 
subdivided into nine 
smaller grids of 3x3 
squares. To solve 
the puzzle each row, 
column and box must 
contain each of the 
numbers 1 to 9. Puzzles 
come in three grades: 
easy, medium and 
diffi  cult. 

Level: Medium

This week’s puzzle solutions can be found on Page 13.

 6. Subatomic particle
 7. Ghost
 8. Adult female bird
 9. Greek temple pillars
10. Emits coherent 
radiation
11. Measures the width of 
printed matter
12. Musical interval
13. Tantalizes
15. Places of worship
18. An unskilled actor 
who overacts
21. One who volunteers 
to help
24. Precaution

26. Beverage holder
27. Very long period of 
time
30. Bullfi ghting 
maneuvers
32. More critical
35. Sends packing in a 
boxing match
37. Taxi
38. Decorative Russian 
tea urn
39. North American Great 
Plains natives 
42. Seize
43. A passage with 
access only at one end

46. Cut a rug
47. Devil rays
49. Bubble up
50. Veranda
52. Outcast
54. Car mechanics group
55. Realm
57. A place to get off  your 
feet
59. Popular music awards 
show
62. Consumed
63. A way to make cooler
66. Thus
68. Indicates it’s been 
registered

52 Main St
Middlebury, VT 05753
(802) 989-7225

Tuesday-Saturday
10:30 AM - 5:30 PM

info@sparrowartsupply.com
sparrowartsupply.com
@sparrowartsupply

Find a truly unique present in our gallery decked with 
artisanal creations by over 40 local artists and makers.
Artwork, jewelry, pottery, cards, ornaments and more!

The shop is fully stocked with supplies and kits!

Don’t miss our 12 Days of Deals starting on December 1!
Visit sparrowartsupply.com to learn more.

THE JOY CONTINUES ALL SEASON LONG!

A Merry Little Market is now open!

s p o n s o r e d  byPuzzles
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PETS IN NEED
HOMEWARD BOUND
Addison County’s Humane Society

Call or check our website.
We may have a pet for you.

802-388-1100 | HomewardBoundAnimals.org
236 Boardman Street | Middlebury, VT

Apollo is  t h e mos t  lov able 3 - year-
old guy. H e h as  s t olen  t h e h eart s  
of  our s t af f  an d v olun t eers . Ap ollo 
n eeds  a q uiet  h ome wh ere h e can  
receiv e en dles s  af f ect ion . H e t ak es  
a lon ger t ime t o adj us t  t o a n ew 
en v iron men t  t h an  mos t  cat s  an d 
n eeds  s omeon e wh o is  willin g t o 
giv e h im t h e t ime t o be as  lov able 
as  h e h as  become h ere. Ap ollo get s  
ov erwh elmed by ot h er an imals  an d 
would h av e t o be t h e on ly p et .

Grace an d Zoe are a bon ded p air of  
8 - year- olds  wh o h av e a lov in g an d 

       
but  v ery af f ect ion at e wh en  t h ey warm 
up  t o you. Th ey bot h  lov e wet  f ood 
an d are p ick y about  t h eir dry f ood. 
Grace ( mos t ly black )  is  more out goin g 
an d s eek s  at t en t ion  more of t en  t h an  

      
s leep  in  h er h idin g p lace. Th ey bot h  
get  alon g wit h  cat s  but  don ’ t  lik e dogs .

Marley is  an  af f ect ion at e 1 0 - year- old lady. 
S h e is  v ery calm an d does n ’ t  do much  p layin g. 
S h e h as  an  ear def ormit y lef t  ov er f rom an  old 
un t reat ed h emat oma. M arley is  a p ick y eat er 
an d en j oys  F ris k ies  an d F an cy F eas t . S h e 
does  n ot  get  alon g wit h  cat s  or dogs .

Churro is  a s olid 8 0 - p oun d 
t errier mix  wit h  a h uge h eart . 
S h e is  an  en erget ic 2 .5 - year- old 
wh o lov es  bein g aroun d p eop le. 
Ch urro is  v ery p layf ul an d t reat -

     
v ery s t ron g an d s h e p ulls  on  
t h e leas h . S h e h as  a s t ron g 
p rey driv e an d is  on  h igh  alert  
out s ide. Ch urro n eeds  a p ers on  
p h ys ically able t o man age h er 

s t ren gt h  an d willin g t o work  on  h er leas h  t rain in g an d good man n ers . Ch urro 
is  curious  about  ot h er dogs  but  is  bes t  s uit ed as  an  on ly p et  in  a h ome wit h out  
ch ildren . S h e n eeds  a good f en ced- in  yard wh ere s h e can  work  of f  s ome of  
h er en ergy.

Skippy is  a 2 - year- old h oun d mix . On ce h e 
h as  got t en  s ome en ergy out  at  t h e begin n in g 

        
more at t en t iv e t oward h is  walk er. H e is  j us t  
s o ex cit ed t o be goin g out  an d doin g t h in gs  

        
wh ere h e can  boun ce of f  s ome of  h is  en ergy 
would be h elp f ul f or h im.   S k ip p y lov es  t o get  
belly rubs  an d h av e lon g p lay s es s ion s . H e is  
s t ill a youn g dog an d n eeds  as  much  ex ercis e 
an d p lay as  s omeon e is  willin g t o do wit h  h im. 
S wimmin g is  s omet h in g h e lov es  as  well as  

        
t ak e out s ide wit h  h im. H e’ s  a s mart  dog an d an  ex cellen t  p uz z le t oy s olv er. 
S k ip p y is  h ap p ies t  wh en  h e get s  a lot  of  men t al s t imulat ion . H e does  well wit h  
ot h er s ocializ ed dogs  but  h as  a s t ron g p rey driv e f or cat s  an d birds .W e are 
curren t ly work in g on  a t rain in g p rot ocol f or S k ip p y’ s  res ource guardin g. H is  
n ew own er mus t  be willin g t o con t in ue t h is  t rain in g an d h as  t o un ders t an d t h at  
it  t ak es  t ime an d commit men t  t o reach  s ucces s f ul goals . 

Proud to help you provide quality care for all of your pets,
we know your animal companions are a central part of your life! 

PET FOOD
Quality Brands Including:

ASK ABOUT OURPet Food ClubEarn rewards for your purchases!

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
338 Exchange Street, Middlebury

388-4937 • www.MiddleburyAgway.com
Mon - Fri 8-6 • Sat 8-5 • Sundays 9-4

Open 
7 days

Join our email list
 for preferred

customer savings!

TOYS &
TREATS

SELF SERVEAccessories
 & Grooming 

Supplies
Leashes • Harnesses 
Collars • Clothing 

Food Dishes 
Storage Bins 

 Beds & Baskets
Brushes, shampoos, skin treatment, ointments to keep your

pets’ coats healthy and problem free!
Kennels, Dog Houses & Carrying Cases
Come in and check the variety we have in stock!

   Large & Small Animal Products
    • Feed • Supplements • Training & Grooming Supplies
    • Cages, Foods, Treats & Bedding 
    • Bird food, toys and cages
    • Basics for fish, too!

Everything you need for pet support!

Feeders,
 Seed & Suet, 

Houses & 
Accessories.

Wild Bird 
Supplies

YOUR YARD, GARDEN AND PET PLACE™   •  www.middleburyagway.com

Think of Agway when you think of your pets!

ttorney Amy Menard of Putnam & Menard, PLC, 
is joining Homeward Bound for its last Lunch 
‘N Learn of 2022, on Thursday, Dec. 1, from 
noon-1 p.m. via Zoom.

Menard will talk about putting plans in place for 
your companion animals upon your passing and 
answer questions from the participants as time 
permits. A substantial part of Amy’s practice is 
assisting clients with their trust and estate needs 
and the conversation about pets is one she has 
often. 

Th talk is free and open to the public, but pre-
registration is required by emailing Hannah at 
hmanley@homewardboundanimals.org.

Lunch ‘N Learn:
PLANNING FOR YOUR PETS

A
MUSIC

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

voice before I sing. Because 
it’s good for the voice and I 
want to make it last. And if 
I’m going to make a career of 
this, I need to be protecting 
my voice.

Q: What’s next after the 
album?

A: I’d like to do more 
edgy type music, but it’s 
stuff  that I can’t really play 
at restaurants while people 
are eating with their families. 
But I do have that. And I think 
after I release this album that 
I might go back to explore 
some of that kind of music 
and record it. And now I’m 
starting to play diff erent 
places, like Off  The Rails, 
which is like a bar, and the 
Angler Pub, and Charlie O’s 
in Montpelier — places that 
are a bit rowdier. So, I’m like, 
‘Okay, now I have to shift 
from playing Country Club 
dinner music for people and 
their families to nitty gritty 
music I’ve been missing.’  
And so I’m kind of expanding 
my repertoire more with 
covers and also bringing 
back some of the songs I 
used to play when I was a 
teenager at open mics and 
bars.

Q: What’s your dream? 
A: I want to play on 

stages where people pay to 
see me. Restaurants and bars 
are fun, but I want to be at a 
venue where I’m putting on 
a show, and people pay to 
come and see me because 
they want to see me, not that 
they stopped for dinner and 
I happen to be there.  And I 
think that’s what every artist 
wants. And, eventually, I am 
going to be rich and famous, 
and I’m gonna play at huge 
stages, like Beyonce or Jewel, 
and it’ll be great. 

I don’t really know. I’ve 
got a lot of sides to me, and 
a lot of music that I still have 
inside.
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Two separately deeded lots — each permitted for 3 bedroom houses — in one of 
the best towns in Vermont. It’s a private location, yet only minutes into Middlebury. 
The lots are cleared and ready for the backhoe. Build on one and get your best 

friend or a family member to build on the other — or keep 
one and sell the other one off . This is recreational heaven — 
great biking, hiking, snowmobiling, and birding all within easy 
reach. These parcels are part of a planned unit development 
that includes conserved land that will never be built upon. 
Buy now and be ready to build in the spring!

PERKINS ROAD, WEYBRIDGE

A LOOK AT ADDISON COUNTY PROPERTIES FOR SALE

Two building lots in wonderful Weybridge

$225,000

This week’s property is managed by Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices.  
More info at www.vtregroup.com.
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WALLACE REALTY
48 Mountain Terrace

Bristol, VT 05443
PH 802-453-4670 • FAX 802-453-5898

Visit our websites at:
www.wallacere.com

www.greenbuiltvermont.com

Please call Kelly, Claire, or Tom

EQUAL 
HOUSING  
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 as amended 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons receiving 
public assistance, or an intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will not  knowingly 
accept any advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of discrimination, call 
HUD Toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.

nbmvt.com • 1-877-508-8455 
Bank NMLS #403372

Make the dream of home ownership a reality. 
We can help. Contact us today or apply online.
Beth Buckman | Community Lender | NMLS #41062

Email Christy to fi nd out how. Christy@addisonindependent.com

Add your piece! Be the next sponsor of the puzzle page.

s o l u t i o n s Nov. 24, 2022

Puzzle
Christy@addisonindependent.com

Be the next sponsor of the puzzle page.

Nov. 24, 2022

PuzzlePuzzle

estate
real

Now is a great time to buy or sell a property! 
Let our real estate section do the work, 

so you can get cozy before winter sets in.

Give us a call and we’ll help you connect with 
Addison County homebuyers, sellers & professionals.

ads@addisonindependent.com
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ipjrealestate.com
34 Main Street, downtown Middlebury

info@ipjrealestate.com  |  802.388.4242

MIDDLEBURY
29 COURT STREET
MLS #4906282 or #4937082
$399,500  |  2640 SF | 0.39 AC

Prominently located along a main 
road in the center of the college 
town of Middlebury, Vermont, this 
multi-unit building offers many 
options. Several confi gurations 
possible, or leave it as a 3-unit mixed-
use (currently 2-room plus 1/2 bath; 
4-room with 2 X half baths; 4-room 
plus a kitchen and full bath). It could 
all be opened up quite easily if that is 
the need of the next owner. Plenty of 
parking behind the building and two 
Route 7 curb cuts on either side of 
the building. Exterior is in great shape, 
including slate roof. Interior has been 
renovated over the years and is all 
ready to go. Find virtual tours of all 
units online.

NEW HAVEN  NEW LISTING!
1509 MAIN STREET
MLS #4937512 | $315,000
2 BD | 2 BA | 1576 SF | 0.50 AC

1800s farmhouse in New Haven 
completely redone in 2015, including: 
new foundation, mechanicals, 
electrical, plumbing, heating system, 
windows, siding, insulation, and roof. 
Enter through a covered front porch 
into an eat-in kitchen with pantry 
closet. Refi nished hardwood fl oors 
lead you to the living room and an 
offi ce (or additional guest room). 
Handsome original pine fl oors in the 
second level bedrooms. A new full 
basement will mean dry storage, 
and could be future fi nished space. 
Level lot just down the street from the 
Village of New Haven and mintues to 
Bristol. Currently rented but ready for 
new owners in 2023!

Joy and comfort to you, 
your family and friends, 
this Thanksgiving holiday. 
Have a happy one!

802-247-3449 | Marty@RoweRealEstate.com
802-236-9112 | Wendy@RoweRealEstate.com

 RoweRealEstate.com

ROWE
REAL ESTATE

247-3449

GREAT BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
Coupled with a residential unit in the center of downtown Brandon! The ground floor 
is currently an operating restaurant - Li’s Chinese - with an impressive kitchen. The 
sale includes all restaurant equipment. Upstairs is a 3,540 SF living space. Beautiful 
hardwood floors, ornate ceiling and trim, and the glass storefront overlooks the 
Central Park & gazebo. Updated infrastructure: plumbing, windows, furnace & 

heating system, hot water, A/C and wiring.  Brandon 
is bustling with galleries, shops, pubs, restaurants, and 

a grand list of events! $595,000

PHOTOPLACE 
GALLERY
3 Park Street, Middlebury
For more info visit 
photoplacegallery.com.

“Monochrome”
celebrates the beauty and powerful expressive 
ability of monochrome photography. Jennifer 
Schlesinger juried and curated this exhibition. She 
selected 35 images for exhibition in the Middlebury 
gallery, and 40 more for display in PhotoPlace’s 
online gallery. On view Oct. 27-Nov. 25.

EXHIBITS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

Thank You!
We do it 
ALL for you.
Addy Indy readers 
deserve the best! 
That’s why we work every 
day to bring you 
excellent local 
coverage of 
our towns, schools, 
athletics, businesses, 
entertainment and more.

connect with us
@ADDISONINDEPENDENT
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Your Forever Realtors, 
Building Relationships One Home at a Time!

32 Merchants Row, Middlebury, VT  
802-388-9836  •  www.vtregroup.com

Home, especially now, is something we’re thankful for. 
And at Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Vermont 

Realty Group/Middlebury, we’re committed to helping you 
find a home that you can be thankful for. 

Happy Thanksgiving from 
our family to yours!

Center Dance 
Theatre, 72 
Porter Field Rd. 
Join emerging 
choreographers 
from Christal 
Brown’s 360 
Intermediate 

Advanced Class and New Performers work by 
Meshi Chavez for an evening of investigation and 
embodiment. Tickets $15/10/8/5 or $7 streaming 
ticket available at middlebury.edu/events. Open to 
the public.

SATURDAY, DEC. 3
THE NUTCRACKER SCREENING IN BRANDON. 

Saturday, Dec. 3, noon, Barn Opera, 1321 Pearl St. 
Come to this family-friendly screening of this holiday 
classic. Cocoa and cookies provided. $5 suggested 
donation at the door (only 100 spaces available) Doors 
open at 11 a.m. More info at barnopera.com. 

“THE MOORS” ON STAGE IN MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, 
Dec. 3, 7:30 p.m., Wright Theatre, Chateau Rd. See Oct. 
1 listing.

MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE FALL DANCE SHOW IN 

MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, Dec. 3, 7:30 p.m., Mahaney 
Arts Center Dance Theatre, 72 Porter Field Rd. See 
Dec. 2 listing.

SUNDAY, DEC. 4
MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE COMMUNITY CHORUS IN 

MIDDLEBURY. Sunday, Dec. 4, 3 p.m., Robison Hall, 
Mahaney Arts Center, 72 Porter Field Rd. Vaccinations 
and boosters (or valid medical or religious exemptions) 
required. Masks optional (but welcome!) except under 
certain conditions. Free and open to the public.

SEAMUS EGAN PROJECT “A CELTIC CHRISTMAS” IN 

BRANDON. Sunday, Dec. 4, 3:30 and 7:30 p.m., Barn 
Opera, 1321 Pearl St. Start your holiday season with 
influential and award-winning Irish musician Seamus 
Egan and special guest Moira Smiley. Limited seating. 
Tickets $40, available at barnopera.com/tickets.

TUESDAY, DEC. 6
“THE MINISTRY FOR THE FUTURE” BOOK 

DISCUSSION IN MIDDLEBURY. Tuesday, Dec. 6, 7 
p.m., Champlain Valley Unitarian Universalist Society, 
2 Duane Ct. Come discuss Kim Stanley Robinson’s 
acclaimed novel “The Ministry for the Future.” 
Facilitated by John Elder, emeritus professor of English 
and Environmental Studies at Middlebury. Register at 
tinyurl.com/CEAC-Ministry-of-future.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 7
“THE NEW HISTORY OF WATERGATE” IN 

MIDDLEBURY. Wednesday, Dec. 7, 7 p.m., Ilsley Public 
Library, 75 Main St. Fifty years after five burglars were 

caught inside the Watergate offices of the Democratic 
National Committee, the scandal that brought down 
Richard Nixon’s presidency continues to reverberate in 
modern American politics. Journalist Garrett M. Graff, 
author of “Watergate: A New History,” discusses how 
Watergate shaped modern Washington, and how the 
events of 1971-1974 are stranger, wilder, and weirder 
than our popular memory.

MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY WIND ENSEMBLE 

WINTER CONCERT IN MIDDLEBURY. Wednesday, 
Dec. 7, 7:30 p.m., Robison Hall, Mahaney Arts Center, 
72 Porter Field Rd. Come hear some Harry James, 
Modest Mussorgsky, Ralph Vaughn Williams and other 
great music. Jerome Shedd, conducting. Free and 
open to the public.

THURSDAY, DEC. 8
HALLELUJAH: LEONARD COHEN, A JOURNEY, A 

SONG ON SCREEN IN MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, Dec. 
8, 7 p.m., Town Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. Part 
of the 2022-2023 MNFF Selects series, this film is a 
definitive exploration of singer-songwriter Leonard 
Cohen as seen through the prism of his internationally 
renowned hymn, “Hallelujah,” weaving together the 
songwriter and his times; the song’s dramatic journey 
from record label reject to chart-topping hit; and 
moving testimonies from major recording artists for 
whom “Hallelujah” has become a personal touchstone. 
Tickets $14 in advance/ $16 walk-up/$90 for all seven 
films, available at townhalltheater.org.

CALENDAR
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6
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Follow us on IG @thtmidd and FB @townhalltheatervt.

A BIG Thank You
to our Business Sponsors!

Tickets: townhalltheater.org  |  802-382-9222   |  68 S Pleasant St, Middlebury, VT 05753
Follow us on IG @thtmidd and FB @townhalltheatervt.

Premier Season Sponsor
IPJ Real Estate

Stage Manager
L.L. Bean

Lighting
Addison Independent

Deppman Law PLC

Neat Repeats

Otter Creek Awnings

Silver Maple Construction

Smith & McClain, INC

Vermont Book Shop

Costumes
Co-operative Insurance

County Tire Center

Langrock Sperry & Wool LLP

MacIntyre Services LLC

Middlebury Animal Hospital

National Bank of Middlebury

The Inner Garden

Vermont Integrated 
Architecture

Vermont Coffee Company

VHB

Props
Addison Community Athletics

Foundation/

Middlebury Indoor Tennis

Business Telephone Systems

Casella Waste System, Inc.

Champlain Valley Equipment

DeBisschop Excavating LLC

Four Seasons Paint Restoration

J.P. Carrara & Sons

Laberge Insurance Agency Inc.

Marsh & Wagner P.C.

Middlebury Dental Group/

Dr. Peter Hopper & Dr. Adam Fasoli

Middlebury Eye Associates Inc.

People’s United Bank

rk Miles

Rocky Dale Gardens

Salamander Construction Inc.

Sweet Cecily

The Richards Group

Woodware

Chorus
Forth N Goal/The Middlebury Shop

Greenhaven Gardens & Nursery
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