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Match made
Phoebe & Leo met, parted, then 
married seven years later. Read 
our Weddings special section. 

ACSD looking at 
$110M repair bill
Many fixes needed for school buildings

Looking forward to a 
winter without driving

Bristol looks 
for ways to 
build more
housing 

Help sought 
in guiding 
Ilsley update

Conservation 
group enjoys 
growth spurt

New sanctuary puts learners in nature

Health care workers reflect on career 

College honors former professor’s lessons outside the classroom

(See Housing, Page 13A)

(See Ilsley, Page 13A)

(See MALT, Page 18A)
(See Sanctuary, Page 20A)

(See Retirement, Page 17A)

(See ACSD repairs, Page 14A)

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — The Middlebury Area Land 

Trust (MALT) is celebrating a healthy return 
from one of its top fundraising events, and is 
now well-positioned to bolster its environmental 
programming and volunteer outreach thanks to the 
largest supporting cast it has ever had.

Established in 1987, MALT has conserved 
more than 3,500 acres of land — including farms, 
forests, wetlands and recreational areas — around 
Middlebury. 

MALT is perhaps best known for its stewardship 
of the popular Trail Around Middlebury (TAM), 
a 19-mile path that encircles the village. The 
nonprofit organization also offers environmental 
educational and recreational opportunities for all 
ages through naturalist themed-programs; year-
round, nature-based youth offerings; and outdoor 
classrooms for area schools.

And the organization has good news about its 
operations that MALT Executive Director Jamie 
Brookside shared during a recent interview.

First, she reported last month’s “TAM Trek” 
— an annual trail race and “Fun Run” — raised 
more than $16,000, money that’ll help defray the 
approximately $30,000 it costs to maintain the 
TAM each year. 

In addition to being a key fundraising tool, the 
trek gives participants a chance to connect with 
friends and nature. But it also allows some to 
test their physical prowess and endurance. For 
example, local runner Jessie Donovan completed 
her TAM run in 2:25.40, besting her own 2021 
record of 2:26:07, according to Brookside.

Måelle Remsen set a new course record of 23:31 
in the 2-mile “Fun Run” segment of the trek, 
Brookside added.

At the same time, MALT has brought aboard 
more staff to help monitor all of MALT’s conserved 
lands, network with volunteers and teach children 
about the ecosystem they can find beyond their 
school’s walls.

In addition to Brookside, Education Manager 

Don’t forget to turn your 
clocks back this weekend in line 
with the “fall back” directive 
ending Daylight Savings Time. 
At 2 a.m. on Sunday, Nov. 6 
(or before you go to bed), turn 
your clocks back an hour to 1 
a.m. Or remember to do it in on 
Sunday morning. Regardless, 
enjoy that extra hour of 
shuteye that you’ll lose 
next March, when the 
clocks will “spring 
forward.” For those 
of us who’ve grown 
weary of the twice-
per-year clock reset, the U.S. 

By MARIN HOWELL 
MIDDLEBURY — Over his three decades as an accomplished 

scientist and educator at Middlebury College, Steve Trombulak 
spent plenty of time lecturing inside under fluorescent lights, but 
he loved getting his students outside on the land. The emeritus 
professor of biology and environmental studies explained in a 

2015 video that as a young man he felt empowered by getting out 
in nature, and looked to do the same for young people he taught.

“You can walk out the door of Bicentennial Hall and you’re 
in an outdoor classroom,” he said in the video. “I really like 
introducing them to the natural world, but also helping to engage 

MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE PROFESSOR Emeritus Stephen Trombulak studies a crowned kinglet with students in what 
is now a nature sanctuary dedicated in his honor. The college’s dedication of 60 acres along Otter Creek recognizes the 
area as an important resource, which Trombulak often used for his natural history courses. 

Photo courtesy of Stephen Trombulak

By JOHN FLOWERS
NEW HAVEN — Carla Tighe, 

now 72, recalled her first year as 
a physical therapist for Addison 
County Home Health & Hospice 
(ACHH&H). It was 1978. Jimmy 
Carter was president and Egypt 
and Israel had just signed the 
Camp David Accords. And there 
was Tighe, visiting ailing patients 
throughout county in an old VW 
bug, with no heat.

She put on layers of clothes and 
heavy gloves when making her 
rounds.

“The transmission would jump 

out of gear when I hit a bump,” she 
recalled with a chuckle.

Forty-four years later, Tighe has 
decided to garage her now-updated 
vehicle after a lengthy career of 
helping local residents regain 
mobility and health in their own 
homes, usually following major 
medical procedures.

And she’s not the only one. 
Longtime colleague Charlene 
Remick, who also logged four 
decades with ACHH&H, has 
moved on, albeit to an extremely 
active life of volunteerism at the 

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Addison 

Central School District residents 
during the past three years 
have been particularly vocal in 
their support of their preK-12 
system, with many vowing to 
vigorously oppose any potential 
future efforts to close schools 
in the ACSD-member towns of 
Bridport, Cornwall, Middlebury, 
Ripton, Salisbury, Shoreham and 
Weybridge.

They might soon get a chance to 
back up their love of local schools 
with their pocketbooks.

The ACSD board later this 
month will receive a major tutorial 

on the scope of basic capital 
improvements needed at the 
district’s seven elementary schools, 
along with Middlebury Union 
middle and high schools, based on 
a recent study of those buildings 
by Burlington architecture/design 
firm TruexCullins.

And here’s a preview: The 
company has tentatively placed 
the cost of updating those nine 
buildings to current code standards 
at $110 million. And TruexCullins 
officials acknowledged that 
number is understated, due to 
a major surge in inflation and 
construction costs since the 

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — An ad 

hoc committee looking for long-
term fixes to the Ilsley Library’s 
space woes has identified four 
potential solutions that will be part 
of a broader public information 
campaign, kicking off on Nov. 16 
with the first of two forums.

Members of the “Ilsley 100 
Project Team” will also use these 
forums to explain what has led to 
the need for either a major overhaul 
of the existing library at 75 Main 
St. or a new building nearby.

Project 100 Team members 
said one of those options will be 
necessary to properly accommodate 
growing public use of an institution 

By MARIN HOWELL 
BRISTOL — Bristol’s planning 

commission is about to begin a 
deep dive into the local zoning 
regulations in the hopes of 
identifying changes that would 
expand housing opportunities in 
and around the town’s village.

Options could include permitting 
accessory dwelling units and 
blended live-work housing options, 
as well as examining parking laws 
and walkability upgrades.

Over the next several months 
the commission will work with 
Addison County Regional 
Planning Commission Executive 
Director Adam Lougee to explore 
where existing rules can be altered 
to better meet Bristol’s housing 
needs, while also preserving the 

Candy, please
A SMALL CHILD masquerading as a pumpkin learns about trick or treating during the annual 

Spooktacular event on Middlebury’s Main Street this past Saturday afternoon. See more photos 
from the event on Page 16A.

Independent photo/John S. McCright
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By MARIN HOWELL 
MIDDLEBURY — Around 

three dozen Vermonters fi lled 
the Champlain Valley Unitarian 
Universalist Society in Middlebury 
on Oct. 20 to learn about how to 
engage in an often-overlooked 
part of fi ghting the climate crisis: 
listening to and learning from the 
groups most affected by it. 

The panel event, organized by 
the Burlington nonprofi t Rights & 
Democracy (RAD), was intended 
to educate residents on the state’s 
new environmental justice policy 
and how it’s designed to address 
the environmental burdens that 
disproportionally affect certain 
communities. 

The event was also meant to 
share what local organizations are 
doing, and what individuals can 
do, to bring environmental justice 
into the forefront of their work. 
RAD Vermont State Director 
Alison Nihart explained these 
community-led efforts extend the 
scope of the law past the legal 
requirements outlined in bill 
S.148, which was signed into law 

earlier this year. 
“(The policy) is not just a legal 

shift, it’s also a cultural shift,” 
Nihart said. “The way that things 
have been working in many 
sectors, including the nonprofi t 
sector, hasn’t been working for a 
lot of people and a lot of places. 
This is an opportunity to reimagine 
how we do our work, who does the 
work and who gets compensated 
for the work.”  

The law states that communities 
such as those of Black, Indigenous 
and people of color (BIPOC) 
and low-income individuals face 
higher levels of air and water 
pollution, but are often excluded 
from the decision- making about 
and distributing of environmental 
benefi ts like renewable energy 
sources, nutritious food and public 
transportation.

In establishing Vermont’s fi rst 
environmental justice policy, 
S.148 requires the state to give all 
people meaningful participation 
in developing, implementing and 
enforcing laws, regulations and 
policies related to distributing 

PARTICIPANTS IN A panel on Vermont’s environmental justice policy talk about the law and how local organizations are trying to meet its 
requirements at an event in Middlebury last week. Panelists included, from left, Alex Hilliard, Lindsey Berk, Jen Myers and State Sen. Kesha 
Ram Hinsdale, D-Chittenden. 

Independent photo/Marin Howell

these benefi ts. 
Panelists at the event included 

State Sen. Kesha Ram Hinsdale, 
D-Chittenden, who introduced the 
bill in April of last year. 

“(The law) is very foundational, 
and everything is now going to 
be set in motion. It’s going to 
be as good as the people that 
participate in it, because that’s 
what environmental justice is all 
about,” she said. 

Elements of the state’s 
environmental policy include 
the creation of a new mapping 
tool that identifi es communities 
where environmental burdens 
have disproportionately affected 
Vermonters, and requirements 
for state agencies to incorporate 
environmental justice into their 
work. The law also establishes an 
advisory council and interagency 
committee to guide further 
implementation of the policy.

Ram Hinsdale said the success of 
the law relies not only on creating 
opportunities for participation, but 
empowering people to take part in 

this work. 
“We are still in a place where 

we’re going to have to work on 
how much people are looking to 
participate to make 
this law meaningful, 
that’s going to take 
all of you,” Ram 
Hinsdale told the 
crowd. 

Panelists at 
last week’s event 
shared what local 
organizations are 
doing to advance 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
justice work. These 
panelists included 
Jen Myers, a fi nancial 
energy coach at the 
Champlain Valley 
Offi ce of Economic 
O p p o r t u n i t y ; 
Executive Director of 
the Addison County 
R e l o c a l i z a t i o n 
Network Lindsey Berk; and 
Poultney resident Alex Hilliard, 
who serves on the Vermont 

Environmental Justice Steering 
Committee and the Vermont 
Renews Coalition’s BIPOC 
Advisory Council. 

Berk shared the 
work ACORN is 
doing to redistribute 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
benefi ts in the 
community through 
its Farmacy 
program. The 
Farmacy Program 
partners with local 
farmers, healthcare 
providers and the 
Vermont Department 
of Health, to enable 
doctors to prescribe 
fruits and vegetables 
as medicine for 
patients with diet-
related or other 
chronic illnesses. 

The organization 
doles out 85 shares 

of local produce through Farmacy. 
But Berk said making nutritious 
food accessible requires more than 

just giving it to people, and that’s 
something the organization is 
trying to focus on.  

“Once you get food to people, 
do they know how to use it? Are 
there recipes, are there educational 
initiatives, do they want to use the 
food that you’re giving them,” 
Berk said. “There’s just so many 
layers to solving the hunger with 
food and that’s one of many issues 
that are outlined in the law.” 
FINANCIAL ENERGY 
COACH

Myers talked about her work 
at CVOEO as a fi nancial energy 
coach. Through the organization’s 
Financial Futures program, she 
works with income eligible 
Vermonters to fi nd rebates, 
tax credits and other savings 
opportunities for them in reducing 
their energy use and reliance on 
fossil fuels. 

“The idea is that someone can 
come to us, and we can point them 
in the direction and sort of open the 
door for low-income communities 

Panelists discuss 
climate justice law 
Highlight local efforts and next steps 

“Just listening 
to someone is 
really important. 
Listening to 
someone and 
having them 
tell their story, 
you might fi nd 
out there’s 
something you 
can do, but you 
just empower 
someone by 
hearing them.”  

— Jen Myers, 
CVOEO

(See CVOEO, Page 3A)

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — The Vergennes 

City Council has reviewed City 
Manager Ron Redmond’s fi rst draft 
of how a community panel to work 
with city offi cials on Vergennes 
Police Department operations could 
operate.

 Redmond told the council 
on Oct. 25 that he tried to blend 
recommendations from studies done 
in the past two years by the council-
appointed Citizen Review Board 
Exploratory Committee (CREBC) 
and the International Association 
of Chiefs of Police (IACP) in 
his draft, in which he suggested 
a seven-member committee that 
would include representatives of the 
council and the police force. 

Redmond also told the council 
he had borrowed from charters 
and mission statements for other 
community police committees in 
trying to achieve two main goals in 
his draft.

Those goals were, he said, 
“bringing a broad spectrum of 
viewpoints together” to look at 
the department’s operations, and 
creating a panel that would look 
at a variety of issues, including 
policing trends, the nature of how 
the department handled mental 

Vergennes eyes plan 
for police committee
Advisory focus 
called for in draft

health and family issues and its use 
of force, all in order to provide “a 
thermometer for the chief of police.” 

The study done by the council-
appointed CREBC focused, at least 
in part, on how community police 
advisory panels operated in other 
communities and the relations of 
the department with the community. 
The  IACP, which the council hired 
to study the department, also looked 
at the department’s community 
relations and drilled down on 
the department’s operations and 
workload, the city’s crime rate and 
the nature of calls the department 
was handling. 

Both studies ultimately called 
for the city to create a citizen 
panel, but the IACP, among other 
recommendations, suggested a 
more advisory role for a committee 
than did the CREBC. The IACP 
proposed not an “oversight board 
but a mechanism to help fi nd 
common ground in the community 
and offer suggestions to enhance or 
improve the relations between the 
department and the community.” 

The CREBC shared that goal, but 
also in its report recommended a 
panel that would be able “to receive 
and review complaints and concerns 
from community members; to 
forward complaints to appropriate 
parties, such as the City Council 
and/or City Manager; to oversee 

(See Police, Page 3A)

Fall’s end
PADDLERS IN A kayak and canoe take to the water for a pleasant day on Lake Dunmore early this week. Behind them, the last of the 

fall foliage clings to the trees as late October slips into November. 
Independent photo/Angelo Lynn



Addison Independent, Thursday, November 3, 2022 — PAGE 3A

Addison County’s Hometown Dealer

36 Boardman St., 
Middlebury VT 05753

802-388-6718
gstonemotors.com

2149 Rt 7 South, 
Middlebury VT 05753
802-388-9961
stonecdjr.com

to be able to access some of these 
climate change solutions,” she 
said. 

CVOEO also offers free 
webinars on topics like heat pumps 
and green transportation options, 
as well as one-on-one fi nancial 
counseling. Myers said she’d like 
to see the program expand to better 
meet individuals’ needs based on 
participants’ feedback. 

“They’re the best ones to tell us 
why they can’t afford to get a heat 
pump, that the incentives aren’t 
enough,” she explained. “To really 
hear in their words what would be 
the most effective ways to help 
them.”  

Community members can get 
involved in the distribution of these 

resources, spreading the word 
and volunteering at organizations 
involved in environmental justice 
work. Though, the panelists 
stressed a lot of the work that 
can be done involves listening 
and empowering the groups most 
affected by the climate crisis to 
guide the way forward. 

“So much of our power is just 
saying ‘actually I really want 
to hear from the people most 
impacted,’” Ram Hinsdale said. 

Myers agreed. 
“Just listening to someone is 

really important,” Myers said. 
“Listening to someone and having 
them tell their story, you might fi nd 
out there’s something you can do, 
but you just empower someone by 
hearing them.”  

Panelists also urged the audience 
to recommend people sign up 
for the Environmental Justice 
Advisory Council, a group that 
will advise state agencies on how 
to incorporate environmental 
justice into their work and evaluate 
the work being done. Public 
applications for this council can 
be submitted at ltgov.vermont.gov/
COC-Applications or by email 
at speaker@leg.state.vt.us and are 
due Nov. 14.

“We should be inviting people 
into the process,” Hilliard said. 
“If you fi nd someone that may be 
interested but you don’t have the 
resources to walk them through the 
process, send people my way.” 

CVOEO
(Continued from Page 2A)

investigation efforts and fi nal 
outcomes; to regularly review data 
and policy; and to make data-based 
recommendations on such areas as 
policy and training.”

CREBC Chair Cheryl Brinkman 
said at the meeting she was not 
unhappy with Redmond’s draft, but 
she believed it was important the 
panel created could hear complaints 
about the department. 

Brinkman said residents should 
feel “comfortable and safe” 
approaching the committee, 
calling complaints an educational 
opportunity and “very important 
feedback” for the police force.

She asked that “the complaint 
issue be looked at a little more 
carefully.”
‘STARTING POINT’

Redmond was clear at the Oct. 
25 meeting about the purpose of 
his presentation: “It’s a fi rst draft, 
simply something for you to think 
about.” 

In a later email to the Independent, 
Redmond said he expected the 
draft to be the fi rst of several, and 
that nothing would be made fi nal 
until after the CREBC had held the 
formal Nov. 28  presentation of its 
full report in the Vergennes Opera 
House, with accompanying public 
feedback. The IACP held such a 
meeting in late September.

Redmond’s draft recommended 
fi ve community members to be 

appointed by the city council, a sixth 
member who would be a council 
member or a council representative, 
and a seventh to be a member of the 
department’s offi cers’ union. 

The panel would operate with 
administrative support from city 
hall, not the police department, and 
be subject to Vermont law in minute-
taking and holding meetings.

Councilors appreciated many, but 
not all, of the elements in the initial 
draft. 

Councilor Mel Hawley, to the 
agreement of other councilors who 
spoke, said it should be clear the 
panel was advising the city manager 
and chief of police, not the council 
as a whole, and that seven members 
might be too large a number. 

Councilor Sue Rakowski also 
called the number “unwieldy,” and 
Deputy Mayor Dickie Austin and 
Brinkman suggested the council 
and police union representatives 
should be non-voting liaisons only. 

Mayor Matt Chabot said a police 
offi cer as a liaison on the committee 
could help strengthen ties between 
the force and the people it serves.

“I do believe there is value to 
having a member of the force as 
an active participant,” Chabot said. 
“I see this as a tool to bring the 
community together after years of 
divisiveness.”

Other notable provisions in 
Redmond’s initial draft include:

• A general statement of 

purpose that the Citizens Advisory 
Committee would assist city 
offi cials and the police chief “in 
the formation of strategies for 
community policing programs, 
increasing public awareness, 
and furthering engagement and 
transparency” and serve as “a 
forum for discussions concerning 
community issues.”  

• A charge to address 
“contemporary challenges that 
affect Vergennes and the police 
department,” including “Racial 
equity issues,” “Use of Force,” 
“Mental Health Response,”  
“Neighborhood Crime Prevention,” 
“Criminal activity and trends,” 
“Transparency in operations,” 
and “Quality of Life Issues.”
 • A mission limited to acting “solely 
in an advisory capacity,” with “no 
power or authority to investigate, 
review, or otherwise participate in 
matters involving specifi c police 
personnel or specifi c police-related 
incidents. It does not receive, or 
review complaints initiated against 
personnel or the police, nor play any 
role in civil or criminal litigation.” 
It is this provision, in part, that 
Brinkman questioned.   

Councilors and Redmond agreed 
on Oct. 25 he would use the 
feedback to produce further drafts. 

“This is a great starting point, 
Ron,” Chabot said. 

Police
(Continued from Page 2B)

By ANDY KIRKALDY
ADDISON — A General 

Election Day public survey of 
Addison residents could be crucial 
in determining the future of the 
town’s former central school 
building, which the Addison 
Northwest School District has 
offered back to the community. 

That survey, according to 
Addison town offi cials, will ask 
residents on the selectboard’s 
behalf whether the town should 
accept the return of the building 
from the ANWSD.

Town offi cials said the paper 
survey would be available to 
residents after they cast their 
ballots on Nov. 8, between 7 a.m. 
and 7 p.m. at the Addison Town 
Clerk’s Offi ce. Residents can fi ll 
out the survey on the spot, or take it 
home and return it to town offi ces, 
according to Town Clerk Cheri 
Waterman.

At an Oct. 26 special meeting, 
the Addison selectboard decided 
to distribute the survey instead of 
scheduling a public forum to be 
followed by a public vote, a route 
the board had considered.

The selectboard could still call 
for such a meeting and a vote, 
but according to town offi cials, if 
the feedback from the survey is 
positive enough, the selectboard 
could simply decide on behalf of 
the town to accept the return of 
town’s former elementary school 
building from the ANWSD board.

Both school and town offi cials 
have said by statute the selectboard 
may act on its own on behalf of the 
town and accept the return of the 
building.

Thus, the results of the survey 
could determine whether the 
selectboard calls for a town-wide 
vote on whether Addison should 

own the building, or if the board 
will simply accept ownership with 
no further input.

Addison Selectboard Chair 
Jeff Kauffman said in an email 
that town offi cials will also keep 
info posted/updated on the town 
website: addisonvt.net.

The ANSWD board voted 
unanimously on Oct. 17 to offer 
the former Addison Central School 
back to the town for $1, as called for 
in the district bylaws. On Oct. 19, 
the board delivered formal notice 
to Addison it had 60 days to decide 
whether to accept the building.

The 68-year-old building 
contains about 18,000 square feet, 
including a 1978 addition, and 
it sits on 6.54 acres. It became 
ANWSD property after district 
consolidation was approved in 
2016. It includes fi ve classrooms, 
an art room, a kitchen, offi ces, a 
gym/cafeteria with a stage, and 
storage. The structure is insured for 
$3.8 million. 

Ownership would come with 
an annual carrying cost of at least 
$75,000 to heat and maintain the 
building, according to ANWSD 
estimates. Addison would also 
receive along with the former 
school about $23,000 from a 
Capital Reserve Fund fed by town 
taxes before district consolidation.

The ANWSD board held three 
public informational meetings 
before offering the school back to 
Addison. According to feedback at 
an Oct. 10 public comment session 
and others who have spoken with 
the Independent, there appears to 
be strong support for the town’s 
reacquisition of the structure.

The school was used as a K-6 
elementary school until June of 
2020. But in the fall of that year, 
ANWSD based an alternative 

education program at the school 
serving not only ANWSD but other 
county students, and began busing 
Addison pupils to Vergennes Union 
Elementary School. That decision 
was not universally popular among 
Addison residents. 

That alternative program has 
now been moved to Middlebury. 
According to ANWSD board 
meeting minutes, board members 
found “no concrete use apparent 
at this time” for the former ACS 
building. They did weigh other 
options before offering the building 
back to Addison, including using it 
as a child care center in partnership 
with other organizations or as 
a home for the district’s central 
offi ce.
2ND BUILDING ISSUE

On Nov. 8, Addison residents will 
also vote on the future of another 
building: whether to approve a 
bond of roughly $2 million to 
renovate the community’s former 
town hall for use once again as 
municipal offi ces, with space 
devoted to hosting public and 
private community meetings.

That structure is near the existing 
tiny town clerk’s offi ce and the 
former Addison Central School, 
but fronts Route 22A, not Route 
17 like the other buildings. It does, 
however, share parking with the 
existing town clerk’s offi ce. 

Offi cials have said they 
expect grants to reduce the cost 
to taxpayers of renovating the 
150-year-old, 7,000-square-foot 
building. A public informational 
meeting on the project and 
proposed bond has been scheduled 
for 7 p.m. on Nov. 4, at the town 
fi re department. Renovation plans 
for the project are available at 
addisonvt.net under the “News and 
Updates” tab.

Survey set on sale of ACS to town

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM
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Letters
to the Editor

Republican ad 
was spooky 

Vote ‘yes’ for liberty and equality 

Merger would hinder students’ learning experiences

Endorsements 

(See Benvenuto letter, Page 5A)

When I moved here in Autumn of 2000, I started to 
learn about the history of Vermont. One of the things 
I read said that Vermont was the fi rst state to abolish 
slavery, in 1777. Since we weren’t even admitted into 
the union until 1791, this meant Vermont said no to 
slavery even before Vermont was a state!

But, like many (or most?) aspects of United States 
history, it turns out to be a bit more complicated 
than that. For the past 245 years, 
Vermont’s constitution has 
included three powerful exceptions 
to the law against slavery. Our 
state constitution permits the 
enslavement of people under 21, 
the enslavement of people who 
“consent,” and the enslavement of 
anyone who hasn’t paid their debts 
and fi nes.

We will now have the opportunity to abolish slavery 
in all its forms, with zero exceptions, by voting yes on 
Proposition 2. By design, it’s not easy to change the 
constitution of our state. The fact that we will soon 
have a chance to do so is the result of countless hours of 
organizing, testifying, and community conversations, 
most notably by Vermont Racial Justice Alliance 
founder Mark Hughes, and dozens of other Vermont 
activists and their allies.

A very important reason to make this change to our 
state constitution is that it helps us see the direct line 
from the brutality of slavery in the past to the current 
injustices that make Black Vermonters less likely to 
own a home, more likely to be harassed by police, and 
in general enduring an inordinate amount of stress due 
to systems of oppression that are alive and well in our 

Green Mountain State.
And speaking of systemic injustices, we have 

another critically important task to complete in this 
election: Enshrining the right to personal reproductive 
liberty. Article 22 states that our personal reproductive 
autonomy is central to liberty and dignity, and shall not 
be denied or infringed unless justifi ed by a compelling 
State interest achieved by the least restrictive means.

From creepy YouTube ads to 
wildly inaccurate letters to the 
editor, to people holding signs on 
Middlebury’s town green, I have 
witnessed rampant misinformation 
about this change to our 
constitution. Although 70% of 
Americans support a person’s right 
to choose whether or not to bear a 
child, a powerful minority in this 

country is determined to restrict access to reproductive 
healthcare. I won’t stand for it, and neither should you.

The worst idea in the history of humanity is the 
notion that certain people, by virtue of their race, 
class, religion, gender, sexuality, or ability, are better 
than other people, and more deserving of basic human 
rights. It isn’t true, it has never been true, and none 
of us will be truly free until our laws and institutions 
refl ect the real truth, that we all deserve equal access 
to safety and liberty.

Joanna Colwell is a lifelong feminist who has 
served on the board of WomenSafe for many years. She 
invites you to join her in helping people have access 
to lifesaving healthcare by becoming a member of the 
National Network of Abortion Funds.

By Joanna
Colwell

Ways of
Seeing

Regarding the Republican ad 
in last week’s Election Guide. It 
was perfect timing for Halloween. 
They really put the nail in the 
coffi n, so to speak. Spooky to 
think that this diatribe will help the 
party in this election 

Steve Koch 
Brandon 

McGill will work 
hard for Add-5

Does it matter if someone 
running for the Vermont State 
Legislature states publicly that the 
2020 Presidential Election was 
stolen? I’ve been pondering that 
question since learning that Jon 
Christiano, who is running for the 
House in my district, Addison-5, 
made the following statement to 
VTDigger on Oct. 25: “I think 
(Trump) did win. I think it was 
stolen.”

Denying the certifi ed results of 
an election undermines the basic 
tenets of democracy. I believe that 
in this year’s election, an election 
denier should not be elected to 
any offi ce, and especially not in 
Vermont, where elections are so 
well-run and transparent.

I prefer to cast my vote for 
Jubilee McGill, who has worked 
for years in our community 
helping fi nd safe, affordable 
housing and other services for 
many people in our county. She 
will work on the issues that matter 
if elected: the climate crisis, 
education, childcare, housing, and 
equity. 

Election denial will not be on 
her agenda.

Fran Putnam
Weybridge

Article 22 is not 
equal for all 

Another thought on Article 22.
Could Article 22 give men 

equal rights to choose? In 
the proposed Constitutional 
Amendment Article 22, which is 
on the Nov. 8 ballot, there is no 
mention of women or abortion. 
It supports reproductive rights 
for all. Could that mean that a 
father could demand the birth of 
his child? If the mother says “no” 
then they would have to go to 
court for a determination.

Article 22 is very evasive in the 
truth. 

Everyone has value and should 
be protected by the Vermont 
Constitution. Please vote “no” on 
Article 22.

Thank you.
Frank Kane
Middlebury

Bevere is best 
as prosecutor

On Nov. 8, residents of 
Addison County will cast votes 
that determine how our young 
people, K-12, will move toward 
adulthood. We will choose whether 
to agree to merge the recently 
consolidated Mt. Abe District with 
the Vergennes district — or not. 
A combined “Merger Committee” 
for both districts is now proposing 
to combine these two large 
districts into one sprawling district 
with nine widely dispersed smaller 
schools. Restructuring our small 
schools will alienate the students 
we aim to educate. Closing 
small schools, rebuilding central 
administration, increasing bus 
time and moving faculty around 
the county will further erode the 
connection students develop with 
their school. We have to re-start 
planning by describing the kind 
of education we want students to 
experience.

In the current debate over school 
consolidation. we have paid little 
attention to the seismic shifts that 
merging schools will have on 
students. What time will students 
get up in the morning? When will 

the bus come and how long will 
the trip to school take? Will all 
kids in a family ride the same bus 
— or car? Will they meet teachers 
who understand their background 
and early accomplishments? Will 
we organize classes around test 
scores — or by planned projects 
and appropriate challenges 
for each student? Will school 
schedules reduce contact between 
students, parents and teachers? 
What happens with after school 
programs when bus transportation 
makes late days impossible for 
some students? Questions such 
as these would be answered fi rst 
in any well-organized planning 
process. Information about student 
learning should precede massive 
structural change. We are being 
asked to vote with no idea about 
how we want our young people to 
learn.

Kids fi rst. Let’s start adaptive 
planning by looking at student 
learning, not systems of 
control. Each individual may 
be distinctive, but all students 
in any school must be deeply 
engaged to learn school subjects. 

Some are easily engaged; others 
learn to resist attempts at their 
involvement. At the primary level, 
students want involvement to be 
fun. At the primary and elementary 
levels, students form fl uid ragtag 
groups and pursue developing 
shared interests. At grades fi ve 
through nine, they solidify their 
personal connections and perhaps 
form cliques, only some of which 
favor schooling. Moving from 
grade K to 12 could easily turn 
to an obstacle course with no 
reliable map. How would a merger 
affect each student, from the very 
young to young adult high school 
graduates?

In high school, some students 
join extracurricular sports teams, 
band, chorus or the drama 
club. In classes and outside 
alternatives, engaged students 
learn how to express their own 
choices, practicing using their 
voices to explain challenges, 
actively experiencing involvement 
that tests and stretches their 
knowledge. They join others in 
showing their growth and become 

(See Clarke letter, Page 8A)

I am writing to support Peter 
Bevere for Addison County 
State’s Attorney. While I do not 
live in Addison County, I work 
in a school district with students 
and families who live in Addison 
County. 

For the past 16 years as a 
prosecutor, Peter has worked to 
ensure that our most vulnerable 
community members are 
protected. Peter is currently 
serving as the interim state’s 
attorney for Addison County and 
continues to handle the job with 
fairness and professionalism. 
Peter Bevere is the best choice for 
state’s attorney.

Lindy Stetson
Brandon

Article 22 will 
protect care 

As a physician, my calling 
is to provide safe, equitable 
healthcare for individuals and our 
communities. In this capacity, I 
believe that all medical decisions 
must remain between people 
seeking care and their health care 
providers. Reproductive autonomy 
— the choice to determine when 
or whether to become pregnant — 
is a medical decision. The way we 
provide reproductive health care 
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Below are the candidates we are endorsing and why. These 
endorsements are meant to encourage thoughtful discussion and 
consideration of their respective races, rather than to persuade anyone 
how to vote. It’s a tool to use in forming a decision. Above all, support 
the democratic process by casting your vote, and being willing to abide 
by the people’s will. 

**********
PHIL SCOTT FOR GOVERNOR 

Any governor running for a fourth term in Vermont will face critics 
who say the governor hasn’t done enough for their particular cause, 
and that’s particularly true of Gov. Phil Scott and his shortcomings in 
fi ghting climate change. So, if you’re a single-issue voter, Scott’s not 
your guy. 

But on the governor’s primary issue — keeping Vermont as affordable 
as possible — he has kept that initiative front and center, spent hundreds 
of millions of dollars toward such efforts, all the while keeping Vermont 
from overspending. And he’s right. Vermonters must accept we have 
too small a population to fi nance all our dreams. We can make progress 
toward affordable housing, lowering poverty rates, fi nancing higher 
education, improving mental health facilities, providing health care 
to more Vermonters, and a host of other goals, but we don’t have the 
resources to do it all. That’s Scott’s modus operandi. 

If we have a criticism of Scott, it is that he reacts to the Legislature’s 
initiatives, rather than lead on his own. 

He has, nonetheless, worked with the Legislature during the past 
six years to move the needle. Since March 2020, the state has spent 
$338 million in the affordable housing and shelter space; the minimum 
wage here is among the highest in the country; and he’s been a strong 
supporter of Vermont farmers and programs to strengthen the state’s 
rural communities. 

What we also know is that Vermont will return a Democratic majority 
in the Legislature, which is assured to keep progressive issues and 
policies on the governor’s doorstep. For his part, Scott has a balanced 
view of what Vermont can accomplish, while also acknowledging what 
it can afford. While frustrating to many liberals on certain issues, it’s a 
combination that serves Vermont well. Casting a vote for Scott keeps 
that balance in place.
ZUCKERMAN FOR LT. GOV. 

Democrat-Progressive David Zuckerman gets our vote for lieutenant 
governor, though Republican Joe Benning has brought several strong 
points to the race: primarily on Act 250 reform, and on the high cost of 
childcare. The candidates’ opposing views are telling. 

On Act 250 reform, Benning advocates for simplifying some Act 250 
requirements to avoid hiking costs due to a lengthy permitting system. 
Zuckerman, on the other hand, advocates for spending more state money 
to beef up the Act 250 bureaucracy so builders get their permits faster. 
Both agree that Act 250’s goals are worth preserving.

Similarly, on childcare, Benning recommends the Legislature drop 
the requirement that all daycare providers have at least one licensed 
educator on staff — a requirement that forced many previous daycare 
providers to shut down. “A toddler does not need to have a licensed 
educator — a toddler needs to have a nurturing individual,” Benning 
said in a VtDigger debate in early-October, adding later that he did not 
believe Vermont needed “yet more taxes” to solve the problem.

Zuckerman, on the other hand, says the state should contribute more 
money to the program to subsidize families who need the help.

Zuckerman, however, will be a strong voice with a statewide platform 
to push renewable energy solutions to an administration that has failed 
to take the lead on that issue. And he’s an advocate for sustainable 
farming practices and strengthening Vermont’s rural communities — 
issues that deserve a larger voice. 
WELCH FOR U.S. SENATE

Democrat Peter Welch deserves Vermont’s overwhelming vote for 
U.S. Senate to fi ll the vacancy created by Sen. Patrick Leahy’s decision 
to retire. Welch will not only continue to represent Vermont’s values on 
issue after issue, he will aslo continue a legacy of electing senators who 
uphold an unyielding sense of integrity and allegiance to the nation’s 
democracy and rule of law that are currently in high demand. 

Welch’s chief opponent, Republican Gerald Malloy, is an avowed 
Trump supporter with the war-like campaign sign, Deploy Malloy. A 
Massachusetts transplant to Vermont in 2020, he’s a right-wing, militant 
candidate dressed in a business suit. He says he’s not an election denier, 
but on most other issues, he’s right there with Trump’s efforts to polarize 
the issues and undermine effective dialogue in Congress.

To represent Vermont’s core values, there’s no contest. Vote for Peter.
BALINT FOR CONGRESS

Democrat Becca Balint is our overwhelming vote for Congress. She 
stands for the right issues and her voting record will refl ect Vermont’s 
values well in Congress.

Independent/Republican candidate Liam Madden had one of the 
most interesting campaigns in the state. He bucks the two-party 
system, saying it has failed the country’s democracy and has led to a 
dysfunctional Congress. He’s not wrong. But he failed to offer a better 
option, and he’s all over the place on a number of issues. 

Balint, on the other hand, will be rock solid on the issues that matter 
most to Vermonters. 

SEC. OF STATE, VT. ATTORNEY GEN.
The contests for Vermont Secretary of State and Vermont Attorney 

General have generated little statewide interest, leading most pollsters to 
consider the Democratic candidates to be a shoo-in for election.

 A vote for long-time legislator Sarah Copeland Hanzas, 52, a 
Democrat representing Bradford, Fairlee and West Fairlee for 18 years, 
will ensure Vermont’s Secretary of State’s offi ce is run with integrity, 
effi ciency and professionalism — just as it has been for the past 11 years 
under retiring Secretary of State James Condos.

For Vermont’s Attorney General, Democrat Charity Clark earns our 
vote. She had been Vermont’s Assistant Attorney General under William 
Sorrell and Chief of Staff under retiring Vt. Attorney General T.J. 
Donovan. She knows the offi ce and job duties well, has an unblemished 
record, knows and represents Vermont’s values well, and elevates a 
woman into an important statewide offi ce.
STATE TREASURER/STATE AUDITOR

Democratic candidates Mike Pieciak and Doug Hoffer deserve 
Vermonter’s unabashed support in their races for State Treasurer and 
State Auditor of Accounts. 

Pieciak is opposed by perennial Republican candidate H. Brooke 

A kids’ holiday
SOME YOUNGSTERS WERE obviously excited by the great candy haul at Saturday’s Spooktacular 

event in downtown Middlebury. For others…well, we’re not so sure. We hope everyone had a happy 
Halloween.

Independent photo/John S. McCright

(Continued on Page 5A)
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Our nurse Ann Gibbons provides caring
support to elders and families.

Worried about an older loved one?
We have the help you need.

Your Partner
in Eldercare

Elderly Services
Supporting Elders and Families since 1981

112 Exchange St., Midd., Vt.  |  802-388-3983
www.elderlyservices.orgPaid for by Mason, from personal rainy day funds.

Elect the Only

Pushing on term limits, better respect of private 
property owners’ RIGHTS and SO MUCH MORE... 

Help win this!
Text me: 802-349-3970

Please photo this and SHARE! 

Addison State Senator
Mason D. Wade III 

Independent

Allow me to go 
to Montpelier 

for you!

SAME OLD! - SAME OLD! 
The incumbent Senators are not interested in term 

limits, they like party control - Republican candidates 
are now in-house fighting, all over the place!

You’ll be voting for two Addison Senators. 
#1 - Please vote Independent.

Then hold your nose and vote party,
or forgo your party vote altogether!

Gain more insight
WATCH! The only public forum (really?!)

the Addison County Farm Bureau (Sept. 22)
www.mediafactory.org/live.

ALSO READ! The Election Guide online at
www.addisonindependent.com/pdf-editions.

should remain the responsibility of 
health care providers, no different 
than our colleagues who care for 
the heart, the lungs or the brain.  

When I became a physician, I 
took the Oath of Geneva, which 
states: “I solemnly pledge to 
dedicate my life to the service of 
humanity; The health and well-
being of my patient will be my 
fi rst consideration; I will respect 
the autonomy and dignity of my 
patient.” Supporting Article 22 
allows me to uphold the oath I 
took at the start of my career and 
is aligned with my values as a 
physician. My job is to provide 
evidence-based, person-centered 
care that upholds individual 
dignity and autonomy. I am proud 
of the track records of Porter 
Medical Center and the UVM 
Health Network as a whole in 
supporting access to necessary 
health care. This includes the 
reproductive health care services 
our patients request and rely on us 
to provide. 

Access to basic reproductive 
health care services is being 
restricted at an alarming rate 
by state legislatures across the 
country. Passing a Constitutional 
Amendment in Vermont that 
protects reproductive rights makes 
it more diffi cult for a future 
legislature to pass laws that limit 
access, harm people in need of 
reproductive health care, allow 
or even lead to pregnancy-related 
deaths. Every year, there are bills 
introduced in Vermont to restrict 

reproductive health care, which is 
why we need to codify this in our 
constitution rather than rely on the 
2019 “Freedom of Choice” act.

There is widespread 
misinformation about Article 
22. Article 22 is not only about 
access to safe abortion, but also 
supports individual decision-
making about when or if people 
become pregnant. Opponents 
of Article 22 are deliberately 
misrepresenting the scope of the 
amendment. I have seen many 
Article 22 opponents using scare 
tactics that suggest that all health 
care providers would be at risk of 
being sued for failure to perform 
an abortion. This is a complete 
fabrication and is an example of 
the coercive nature of anti-choice 
individuals and organizations. 

It will not force physicians or 
other health care providers to 
perform or participate in abortions 
against their will. Instead, both 
the Act and the constitutional 
amendment allow a pregnant 
person to receive an abortion 
from a willing provider without 
undue government interference. 
It does not require a provider to 
perform an abortion, and therefore 
would not allow a person to sue 
a provider for refusing to provide 
it. Additionally, the focus on late-
term abortions is disingenuous and 
divisive. 

I was recently approached by a 
nurse whose husband was appalled 
that she would support Article 
22 because it allowed people to 
choose to have an abortion for any 

reason up to the moment of birth. 
This is, again, simply not true. 
That does not happen now and 
will not begin with the passage 
of Article 22. In 2020, 0.1% of 
abortions in Vermont happened 
after 21 weeks (which is just under 
halfway through a pregnancy 
and before a fetus could survive 
outside the womb). As an Ob/Gyn, 
I know that later abortions (which 
are exceedingly rare) happen 
due to severe birth defects or 
life-threatening conditions of the 
pregnant person. I am personally 
and professionally offended by the 
manipulative and untrue narrative 
used by opponents of Article 22.

The oath I took when I 
became a physician also states: 
“I will practice my profession 
with conscience and dignity in 
accordance with good medical 
practice.” Article 22 will support 
me and my patients by allowing 
professionals to provide good 
medical care to those who 
seek it. Knowing that bans on 
abortion increase suicide, poverty, 
domestic violence and pregnancy-
related deaths, I have a moral 
and professional imperative to 
advocate for Article 22, and I ask 
that you vote “yes” in support 
of our friends, neighbors and 
colleagues, who should have the 
right to self-determination when it 
comes to their health.

Dr. Anna Benvenuto
Cornwall

Dr. Benvenuto is the Chief 
Medical Offi cer at Porter Medical 
Center and a Physician at Porter 

Benvenuto letter 
(Continued from Page 4A)

Letters to the Editor

Article 22 would give power to unelected offi cials

Letters can be found  on
4A, 5A, 7A, 8A, 9A, 10A, 11A

North not seen 
as moderate

If outspoken proponents of Prop 
5/Article 22 are right, it will be 
the fi rst constitutional amendment 
that will actually take away 
Vermonter’s individual rights by 
removing the opportunity for the 
legislature to represent the will 
of the people and instead give 
all power to unelected medical 
organizations and judges.

State Rep. Dr. George Till, 
division chief of General OB/
GYN at the University of Vermont 
Medical Center wrote in an op-ed, 
“Perhaps the most common and 
disturbing piece of misinformation 
being circulated surrounding 
Article 22 is the idea that it will 
remove all restrictions on abortion 
and “enshrine elective pregnancy 
termination up to the time of 
birth.”

Yet, in 2019, Rep. Dr. Till 
joined his allies in defeating 
every proposed amendment to 
Act 47 that might have imposed 

guardrails to prevent late-term 
abortions, including exceptions 
related to the viability of the 
fetus, amendments related to 
conscience and parental rights, a 
ban on partial-birth abortion, and 
providing medical help to abortion 
survivors. Elective pregnancy 
termination up to the time of 
birth is very much on the table in 
Article 22 because Rep. Dr. Till 
refused to take it off. 

Dr. Lauren MacAfee, OB/
GYN at the University of 
Vermont Medical Center said in 
an interview on Vermont Public 
Radio, “The goal of Article 
22 is to really enshrine into 
our Constitution what current 
practice is happening now and 
to avoid some of the whims of 
the legislative sessions. At this 
time in Vermont, there are no 
abortions that are taking place 
in the third trimester. And that 
practice won’t change with 

Article 22 if it were to pass.”
Dr. MacAfee should know well 

that policies change and trends 
shift. For example, on Jan. 26, 
2018, the University of Vermont 
Medical Center announced it 
would begin offering elective 
abortion procedures, ending a 
45-year-old policy.

There are no prohibitions 
against third-trimester abortion 
in Article 22 nor mandates for 
future medical ethics boards. 
To suggest, as Drs. Till and 
MacAfee do, that something that 
is constitutionally protected will 
“never happen” is naïve at best 
and dangerously misleading at 
worst.

Article 22 proponents have 
intentionally proposed a vague 
state constitutional amendment 
while assuring voters of its 
restrictions.

Carol Kauffman
Addison

Addison-3 voters should think 
twice about supporting Republican 
Rob North for the Vermont House. 
He presents himself as moderate 
but if you read his materials and 
check his September 8 interview 
with the Addison Independent, he 
is a cheerleader for Big Oil. He 
opposes doing everything we can to 
address climate change and prefers 
to support the fossil fuel industry. 

As we face more deadly, 
extreme weather around the globe, 
the fossil fuel companies that 
Mr. North supports just posted 
record profi ts on the backs of 
Vermont citizens barely able to 
pay their oil and gasoline bills. 
Furthermore, according to a recent 
Congressional investigation, Big 
Oil spent millions to mislead the 
public about their role in fueling 
the climate crisis. 

If you want to support someone 
who cheers on these fossil fuel 
companies, vote for North. If not, 
vote no. 

Betsy Taylor
New Haven

Letters to the editor
The Addison Independent encourages readers to write letters to the editor. We believe 

a newspaper should be a community forum for people to debate issues of the day
Because we believe that accountability makes for responsible debate, we will print 

signed letters only. Be sure to include an address and telephone number, too, so we can 
call to clear up any questions.

If you have something to say, send it to: Letters to the Editor, Addison Independent, 58 
Maple St., Middlebury, VT 05753. Or email to news@addisonindependent.com.
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Endorsements
Paige, who has posed no active campaign. In a way, the lack of 
opposition is a disservice to the state and to Pieciak as a rising star 
within the party. In addition to being trustworthy and sharp as a 
tack, Pieciak’s political curb appeal ranks high among all statewide 
candidates. He’s likeable, articulate, policy driven with a liberal bent, but 
with an eye for properly managing the state’s debt. 

A vote for Pieciak is not only a vote for good fi scal management, but 
for strong Democratic leadership in Vermont.

In the State Auditor’s race, vote to re-elect incumbent Doug Hoffer. 
He’s done a good job in the post for the past decade and brings that 
much experience to the job in the term ahead.
VERMONT HOUSE/SENATE RACES IN ADDISON COUNTY

For the fi rst time in our memory, it’s almost not an option but to vote a 
straight party-line ticket for Democrats in all Addison County races, with 
two exceptions: the race for sheriff and for state’s attorney. 

The Republican Party in Addison County has drifted to the right 
since Trump’s rise. Among local Republican candidates are election 
deniers, climate change deniers, believers of far-fetched conspiracies, 
and policies that undermining equality and justice for all people. A few 
less radical candidates have effectively muted those most offensive 
points of the party’s Trumpist platform, but voters must surmise that 
if those candidates truly objected to such policies they would run as 
Independents, rather than be tarred with thhe GOP’s incriminating brush.

As for the Democrats running for the Vermont House in Addison 
County, they are a bright, moderate group of incumbents and newcomers 
who will serve the county well. To that end, we wholeheartedly cast our 
support to the following candidates: 

• Vermont Senate: Incumbent Democrats Chris Bray and Ruth Hardy 
have served the county and the state well and deserve re-election. 

• Incumbent Dave Silberman deserves re-election as High Bailiff.
• In Addison 1 (Middlebury), vote to re-elect Democrat incumbents 

Robin Scheu and Amy Sheldon. 
• In Addison 2, vote to re-elect incumbent Democrat Peter Conlon. 
• In Addison 3, re-elect Democrats Matt Birong and Diane Lanpher. 
• In Addison 4, re-elect Democrats Mari Cordes and Caleb Elder. 
• In Addison 5, vote for Democrat Jubilee McGill, representing 

Bridport, Weybridge, much of New Haven and part of Middlebury. 
• In Addison/Rutland, representing Orwell, Shoreham, Whiting, 

Sudbury and Hubbardton, vote to elect Democrat Joe Andriano. 
STATE’S ATTORNEY
In the race for State’s Attorney, Democrat Eva Vekos is competing 

against Independent Peter Bevere. Both are credible candidates with 
adequate experience and ample integrity. 

We encourage voters to visit their respective websites, research news 
stories and make your decision. As we believe both candidates would 
serve the public well, we’ll remain neutral. 

COUNTY SHERIFF
Of the three candidates running for Addison County Sheriff, two have 

responded to requests for interviews from this paper: Mark Stacey, who 
is running as an Independent, and Mike Elmore, who is running as a 
Republican. Peter Grant, who’s also running as an Independent, did not 
return calls or emails to schedule an interview.

Here are several thoughts on the race to consider:
• First, political party makes no difference in the race for sheriff.
• Second, the sheriff’s offi ce must be operated with public 

transparency and therefore needs a sheriff who is willing to be available 
to the press, and open to public conversations. A candidate who refuses 
to be interviewed about his candidacy lacks such candor. 

• Both Mike Elmore, the current acting sheriff and previous sergeant, 
and Mark Stacey, a law enforcement offi cer for the past 20 years with 
the sheriff’s department and Vergennes Police, appear to embrace the 
tenets of community policing. Both also have the support of area law 
enforcement professionals, working colleagues and community leaders. 

• Stacey has a decade of experience on the younger Mike Elmore, 
but Elmore has successfully managed to take over the department from 
disgraced Sheriff Peter Newton and reverse the department’s downward 
spiral — no easy feat in the midst of controversy. He would also provide 
needed consistency in a department that has been rocked over the past 
three years by Newton’s unsteady performance. 

Elmore also has the strong support of the department’s long-standing 
administrative clerk Jeanette Willey, who has served under four sheriff’s 
and sings Elmore’s praises. That’s high testimony from someone who 
has an important seat to judge Elmore’s performance and potential.

Elmore also has the endorsement of former Vermont State Police 
captain, former state representative and Middlebury Selectboard 
Chairman Dean George — another strong endorsement of character and 
law enforcement qualifi cations.

Stacey, however, has the support of many in Vergennes, including 
former Chief George Merkle as well as Bristol’s police chief, and many 
other area residents. His position as Addison County Traffi c Safety 
Coordinator since 2019 has also broadened his experience, and his 
approach has not only been successful but is steeped in collaboration 
with other local and regional law enforcement agencies — a smart and 
necessary approach in times of a limited labor pool.

We’ll cast a vote for the consistency Elmore would provide the 
department if elected, and his ardent endorsements from George and 
Willey. That doesn’t take away, however, from the strong candidacy of 
Stacey, who would also serve the county well if elected. 

********** 
VOTE YES
Without question, as we have written previously, voters should 

approve both statewide articles: Article 22, Proposal 5, on assuring that 
women have the freedom to make reproductive choices, and Proposal 2, 
to tweak language in the Vermont Constitution to conclusively affi rm the 
state prohibits slavery and endured servitude. 

VOTE NO
On the controversial question of merging the two school districts in 

northern Addison County, MAUSD-ANWSD, we suggest voters reject 
the proposal. That’s not because the idea has no merit, but too little 
information has been provided to voters at this time. 

For starters, residents don’t know if one or the other high school 
facilities might close; they don’t know how many elementary schools 
might remain open; they don’t know who might be elected to a 
combined school board to make those and other critical decisions.

What voters are being asked to do is elect a new board that would 
pursue such community-altering decisions in the next few years with 
limited public infl uence. 

Our opinion is this: If it is a good idea to merge the two school 
districts, fl ush out the details of such a proposal and present that — in all 
its clarity — to the voters. Until then, voting “no” sends the message that 
ambiguity is not good enough. 

Angelo Lynn

(Continued from Page 4A)
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173 Court St. • Middlebury, VT
Roxanna Emilo

Broker/Realtor/Owner
Office: (802)388-4440   
Cell: (802)349-9837

EmiloVTRealEstate.com

Let Us Sell or Find Your Roost!

ADDISON - $599,000 
Amazing views in a great location! 
This 1991 3-bed 2-bath Cape on 
18+ acres has a large two car 
attached garage (with loft), a 36 x 
60 horse Barn with box stalls, power 
and water. Located on the North 
side of Snake Mountain, less than 2 
miles from Addison 4 Corners, and 
6 miles from Route 7, it’s an easy 
commute to Middlebury, Vergennes, 
and Burlington. This lovely home 
has hardwood floors, tile, new 
windows, new roof, and a partially 
finished basement for extra space. 
Large wrap-around deck to enjoy 
the valley to the North, and amazing 
sunsets! Curl up with a cup of cocoa 
by the fireplace with a Harmon cast 
iron pellet stove. Mature trees and 
raspberry bushes. Ramp built on 
front entrance. Must see!
MLS #4932354

The family of Alberta “Bert” Sargent would like to thank 
and express our sincere gratitude to all of those who 
reached out, sent flowers & cards, and made donations 
in honor of Bert after her passing. We would also  like 

to thank the doctors and nurses in 
the ER of both Porter Medical 

Center and the University of 
Vermont as well as a special 

thank you to the team in the 
ICU unit at UVM for not 
only the respect and care 
given to our Mother, but to 
our family as well during 
such a difficult time, it is 

truly appreciated. 

Thank You
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Center and the University of 

Vermont as well as a special 
thank you to the team in the 
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Thank You

From humble beginnings based on affordable, 
trustworthy services, we have grown into a reliable 
resource your family can depend on. Rooted in our 
traditions, we stay firmly connected to the families 

we serve and the care we provide. We continue 
serving all faiths and all families in the only way we 

know how — by staying true to our heritage.

Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral Home  
117 South Main St. Middlebury, VT  

802-388-2311
sandersonfuneralservice.com

Where Our Roots Are Planted

TRADITION

If you want a monument - get it from a monument dealer!

Celebrating 92 years | 1930-2022

57 Main St., New Haven   |   802-453-3433 
CleggsMemorials.com    |   info@cleggsmemorials.com

WE DO OUR OWN
Dra� ing  •  Lettering  •  Sandblast 

Cleaning   •   Foundations
Setting  •  Restoration

EXPERIENCE  |  QUALITY  |  VALUE

Family owned and operatedFamily owned and operated
Addison county’s ONLY full ONLY full ONLY

service monument companyservice monument company

C LEGGS 
M E MORIALS

BARRE 
GRANITE

ASSOCIATION
RETAIL
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Obituaries
ADDISON
COUNTY

Gertrude Ilene Roscoe Bingham, 93, of Bristol
Ode to Gert  

BRISTOL — Our mother, 
Gertrude Ilene Roscoe Bingham, 
passed quietly in the loving care of 
her daughter-in-law, Mary Bingham 
on Oct. 31. She would have been 94 
on Nov. 2. She leaves four children, 
Bobby, Lynn, Janie, and Nancy; 
three sons-in-law, Ray, Doug, 
and Kudd; her cat and best friend, 
Helga; and many grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. She 
is predeceased by her husband, 
Gordon (Bing), and their children 
Colleen, Michael, and John. 

Mom always said that she came 
from a different century, one of 
horses and buggies, kerosene 
lamps, the infamous outhouse, 
baths in the tin tub in the kitchen, 
and the depression era of hard work 
for everyone in the family, even 
her, as the youngest. Her mother, 
widowed when mom was four, 
moved off the Monkton farm and 
ran a boarding house in Bristol with 
the help of her six children. She had 
many stories to tell of that life and 
wouldn’t trade it for anything.

Growing up during the 
depression, she was a thrifty 
shopper and raised seven kids on 
a shoestring. She loved to feed 
people. 63 Maple Street was the site 
of the yearly 4th of July picnic for 
her family, friends, and of course, 
the entire Pocock Entertainment 
Committee. When she retired as 
the head of the lunch program 
at Mt. Abe, she had a successful 

GERTRUDE ILENE ROSCOE BINGHAM

catering business for several years. 
Later, she made biscuits and rolls 
for senior meals. Just last year she 
was still whipping out 8 dozen in a 
morning.

The mother of seven, she was 
an accomplished seamstress. Our 
clothes were handmade, and our 
sweaters were hand knit. She took 
in sewing for extra money, and 
there was always a pile of mending 
and alterations on her machine. She 
was not afraid to put her hand to 
anything. When the plaster in the 
living room ceiling fell, she fixed 
it. Over the years she sheetrocked 
and papered every room many 
times over. With the help of 10-
cent pamphlets, she taught herself 
to run electrical wires, wallpaper, 
upholster, tat, braid rugs, waterproof 
roofs, and cane chairs. After the 

kids fledged, she sold her wares at 
craft fairs (those wonderful leather-
palmed fleece mittens, the “Gussie” 
potholders, and “American Girl” 
doll clothes). 

Mom was the last of the “big 
three,” Gussie Levarn, Juna Perlee, 
and Gert Bingham; may the three of 
them be yucking it up at The Pearly 
Gates.

The family would like to thank 
the many friends who helped her 
during her last days; those who 
brought her meals, drove her to 
senior meals, cleaned her house, 
picked her up when she fell, or just 
stopped by to chat. Our heartfelt 
thanks.

Gert would love any donations 
to go to Homeward Bound in 
Middlebury. A life celebration will 
be held in the spring.◊

OCALA, Fla. — Roger 
“Wishbone” Hutchins, 72, was born 
in Middlebury, Vt., and raised on a 
dairy farm in Orwell. As a teenager 
he was very active in 4-H, winning 
the grand champion with his cow 
named Happy.

He was a graduate of UMass 
Amherst and was always proud that 
he had taken classes with Julius 
Irving.

He moved to Ballston Spa, N.Y., 
and became a long-haul trucker 
with HO Wolding and then NFI 
Logistics. 

He met the love of his life, 
Ardella, in 1995. They married 
in the Poconos beside a waterfall. 
Together they traveled domestically 
and internationally seeking out 
lighthouses, seeing more than 200.

ROGER “WISHBONE” 
HUTCHINS

Roger was a romantic, who would 
often stop along the side of the 
road and bring home wildflowers. 

Everyone was welcome in his 
world. A nonjudgmental man with 
patience and warm welcoming 
hugs, he made time for everyone 
in his world, especially his nieces, 
nephews and grandchildren. His 
grandchildren, Ricky, Aidan, Oliver 
and Sydney, were his world.

Roger was a friendly man with a 
smile that could start a conversation 
with anyone, anywhere, especially 
if it was about his New England 
Patriots, the Celtics, or the Bruins. 
He enjoyed his Hershey’s milk 
chocolates, jigsaw puzzles, game 
shows, playing cribbage, Texas hold 
‘em and bingo.

He was predeceased by his 
parents, Dale and Anita Hutchins.

He leaves behind his loving wife, 
Ardella (neé Baxter); his daughter, 
Crystal Recheizer (Rick); His 
stepchildren, Kris Harrison (Kellie), 
Rob Harrison and Beth Harrison; 
his siblings, Susan Garal, Rodney 
Hutchins and Nancy Vandal; several 
nieces and nephews; and many 
valued friends. ◊

MIDDLEBURY — Gerald 
“Jerry” Ward Germain passed 
away on Sept. 29, 2022, at Porter 
Medical Center with family by 
his side, after years of prolonged 
medical challenges. He was born 
on Nov. 4, 1965, and was raised in 
New Haven, Vt. 

After graduating from Mt. 
Abraham Union High School 
in 1983, Jerry built a career as 
a local radio station personality 
spreading his unique charm from 
Ticonderoga to Middlebury and 
picking up several nicknames, 
like “Geraldo,” along the way. He 
selflessly shared his knowledge, 
mentored colleagues, and even 
helped a few individuals break into 
the radio business. 

He was a kind man with a gentle 
soul who had a knack for relating 
to others. He could find common 
ground while discussing anything 
from current events to Toys for 
Tots to music. It seemed like he 
was always interviewing someone 
for the local radio or television 
station and learning and sharing 
new information, like how to milk 
a goat at Shelburne Farms.

Jerry had a passion for life, an 
infectious smile, and a boundless 

GERALD “JERRY” WARD 
GERMAIN

positive attitude no matter the 
difficulties he faced. He adored 
his family and spending time with 
them, especially his granddaughter 
Phynix. His quirky wit was 
apparent in his social media posts 
and updates. He loved travel 
adventures, radio station antics, 
trivia conquests and karaoke 
entertainment and was always 
happy to reminisce. It seemed 
like every year he looked for the 
most outrageous costume for that 
year’s Halloween party. Jerry 

was an avid sports fan, a bit of a 
baseball fanatic and never missed 
an opportunity to catch a game. 
One of his favorite pastimes was 
watching his kids play, cheering 
them on, and memorializing those 
special moments in pictures.

He is survived by his beloved 
children, Phillip (Chauncey) 
Germain and one granddaughter 
Phynix Destiny Ruth Stearns 
(Chauncey’s daughter); Alexander 
Germain; Colin Germain; and 
Malisa Nicole Jones; Maureen 
Stevens, former wife and mother 
of Chauncey, Alexander, and 
Colin; and Melissa Cobb, mother 
of Malisa. He is also survived by 
siblings Gary Devoid, Randell 
Devoid, Erica Devoid, Patrick 
Devoid, Patricia Kapuscinski, 
and Kim Pully, as well as several 
nieces, nephews, additional family 
and friends.

He was predeceased by both his 
biological and adoptive parents.

Many thanks to all medical 
profess ionals /caregivers / the 
hospice team affiliated with Porter 
and UVM hospitals and Porter 
Healthcare and Rehabilitation 
Center for their exceptional care 
and support during Jerry’s illness. ◊ 

Roger “Wishbone” Hutchins, 72, formerly of Middlebury

Gerald “Jerry” Ward Germain, 56, of Middlebury
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ORWELL — Alton Drake “Skip” 
Maynard of Orwell, Vt., passed 
away Oct. 28, 2022, at Dartmouth 
Hitchcock Medical Center 
following an injury he sustained 
from a fall on Oct. 26. He was 
surrounded by family at time of 
passing.

Skip was born in Wells, Vt., on 
Feb. 27, 1944, to Harold J. Maynard 
and Hilda L. Drake Maynard. He 
married his beloved and patient 
wife Ruth in June of 1990.

Skip attended Hartford N.Y. 
Central School and went on to 
attended Cobleskill College. 
He spent 54 years working as a 
Genetics Analyst/Specialist for 
ABS under his branded name of 
Milk and Honey Genetics. He 
received numerous awards for his 
work and was well respected in the 
field. Over the years, he supported 
many farmers with developing 
their genetic program. Even though 
he retired from ABS last fall, he 
continued the work he loved part-
time as an independent contractor.

As a youth, Skip spent much of 
his time at his grandparent’s farm in 
Wells. He moved to Orwell in 1969 

ALTON DRAKE “SKIP” 
MAYNARD 

and enjoyed coaching youth sports 
team for many years. He was always 
an avid outdoorsman and spent 
every moment he could outside, 
hunting, fishing, bird hunting and 
going on walks with his dogs. He 
loved spending time with family 
and friends that involved engaging 
in playful banter through sparring 
of opinions. One of his favorite 
phrases was, “when you grow up, 
you’ll be a conservative.”

He is survived by his wife, 
Ruthie; two sons, Chip Maynard 
and his wife Scharene, and John 
Maynard and his wife Cherie; 
one daughter, Erica Heibler and 
her husband Mike; stepdaughter 
Angie Leatherby and her husband 
Rich; six grandchildren, Jessie 
Maynard and his wife Alexa, 
Garrett Maynard, Sonny Maynard, 
Forest Maynard, Ellyana Maynard 
Carl and her husband Hunter and 
Rebecca Heibler; and one great-
grandson, Lake Maynard. He was 
also survived by his twin sisters, 
Joanne Maynard Hoffer and Janet 
Maynard Boucher, both of Hartford, 
N.Y.

The family wants to express 
their sincere gratitude to the local 
area emergency response team and 
medical care received from DHMC.

Please join us for a celebration 
of life on Nov. 5, at 1 p.m., at the 
Orwell Fire Department. Light 
refreshments will be provided.

Donations can be made to 
American Brittany Rescue, 
Treasurer, 1079 Sunrise Ave Ste 
B148, Roseville, CA 95661, www@
americanbrittanyrescue.org◊

Alton Drake “Skip” Maynard, 78, of Orwell

Joan “Jo” Elizabeth Essex, 87, of Ferrisburgh

JOAN “JO” ELIZABETH 
ESSEX

FERRISBURGH — Jo Essex, 
87, passed away Saturday, Oct. 29, 
2022, at EastView in Middlebury. 

She was born in Ferrisburgh, Vt., 
the daughter of Ray and Caroline 
(Black) Husk. She was one of 
eleven siblings.

Jo attended two one-room 
schools (Middlebrook and Gage) 
and graduated from Vergennes 
High School in 1952. She attended 
Burlington Business College and 
worked as Office Manager at W.T. 
Grant until her marriage to Samuel 
H. Essex in 1956.

Jo enjoyed farming with Sam on 
Basin Harbor Road in Ferrisburgh. 
She enjoyed harvesting crops and 
especially making maple syrup in 
the woods on the farm. She served 
on the school board and as town 
auditor.

Jo is survived by three sons, 
David, Dan and Harriet, and Sam 
and Sue; four grandchildren, 
Jess and Adam, Tim and Kristen, 
Tyler and Katie, and Clarice and 
Jonnie; Clarice’s mother, Betsy; 
six great-grandchildren, Randy, 
Lilianna, Dylan, Haylee, Carly, and 
Sam; one sister, Louise Parkinson 
and her husband Jim; and several 
nieces and nephews. She was 
predeceased by her husband, Sam; 
son Timmy; daughter-in-law Mary; 
and siblings Florence Hawkins, 
Evelyn Cushman, Isabel Munnett, 
Marjorie Stygles, Lillian Birkett, 

Frances O’Connor, John Husk, 
George Husk, Neil Husk, and 
Elson Husk.

Friends may call at the 
Brown-McClay Funeral Home in 
Vergennes on Friday, Nov. 4, 2022, 
from 6 to 8 p.m.

In lieu of flowers contributions 
may be made to Addison 
County Home Health and 
Hospice (ACHHH), PO Box 
754, Middlebury, VT 05753 
or online at https://interland3.
donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.
aspx?name=E349186&id=1◊
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Please join our

Luminary Lighting Service of Remembrance

Sunday, November 6 beginning at 4:00pm
at Triangle Park in downtown Middlebury
Rain Date: Sunday, November 13, 2022

This gathering is held to remember and honor hospice
and palliative care patients, families and caregivers.

254 Ethan Allen Highway, New Haven • 802-388-7259 • ACHHH.org

FUNERAL
MEMORIAL 
SERVICE
CREMATION
PRE-PLANNING    
 SERVICES

BROWN-McCLAY
FUNERAL HOMES

BRISTOL
802-453-2301

VERGENNES
802-877-3321

brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com

MORRISVILLE — Michael 
Gleed Lowe, 64, after a lifetime of 
helping others, first as a kid, then as 
a policeman, and then as a mental 
health counselor, died unexpectedly 
Oct. 28 at his Morrisville home. 
He was born in Montpelier Aug. 
9, 1958, to William B. and Jane G. 
Lowe.

More than anything, Michael 
loved his beautiful girls: his 
daughters Elizabeth Lowe of 
Sarasota, Fla.; Caroline (Dillon) 
Edlund of Roxbury, Vt.; Emily 
Lowe of Vergennes, Vt.; and 
granddaughters Christina Edlund, 
Ella Mae Edlund and Reese 
Waldron.

Michael attended Montpelier 
schools and graduated from 
Montpelier High School. While 
at MHS, he started his career, 
interning with the Montpelier Police 
Department.

In 1980, Michael moved to 
Sarasota, Fla., where he found 
himself in the Greek community, 
working part-time as the best 
pancake and waffle maker at The 
Dutch Valley Restaurant. But his 
aim was to be a policeman and in 
Sarasota that wish came true, and he 
ended up wearing many hats.

Michael began on the Longboat 
Key police force 1981-84 before 
becoming a deputy sheriff 1984-99. 
He was a community policeman and 
a detective but that wasn’t enough, 
so he mentored youth in health, 

MICHAEL GLEED LOWE

Michael Gleed Lowe, 64, formerly of Vergennes

fitness and nutrition for the police 
athletic league. Michael was known 
as “the friendliest cop.”

Returning to Vermont in 1999, 
Michael joined the Vergennes 
Police Department as a sergeant and 
quickly rose to the rank of chief. 
Because his interest was in people 
and helping them, Michael treated 
his job much more as a social 
worker, often finding solutions 
to problems that didn’t involve 
incarceration, thus endearing 
himself to his community.

After leaving Vergennes, Michael 
went to work for Lamoille County 
Mental Health, taking another 
job that allowed him to help those 
in need. At the time of his death, 
Michael was a counselor at Oasis 
House, an emergency facility in 
Morrisville.

There was an entirely different 
side of Michael, perhaps seen by 
fewer people, but very important to 
him. Throughout his life, Michael 
was a passionate power lifter: His 
personal records were a 525-lb. 
squat, 315-lb. bench, and a 525-lb. 
deadlift, all at a weight of 181 lbs.

Wherever Michael worked 
and whatever he did, he not only 
excelled, he became part of the 
fabric of the community. He was 
also an amazing storyteller, with a 
wry smile and a chuckle. But he will 
be remembered most for always 
being ready to help anyone, anytime 
and anyplace. No one loved his 
fellow man more than Michael.

In addition to his daughters and 
granddaughters, Michael is survived 
by his mother and siblings James 
Lowe, Thomas Lowe, Steven Lowe, 
Connie Lowe and Barbara Watson. 
Michael was predeceased by his 
father and sister Deborah Lowe.

Calling hours will be 5 to 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, Nov. 1, at Guare & Sons 
Funeral Home, 30 School St. in 
Montpelier. The funeral will be 
held at 1 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 
2, also at Guare and Sons Funeral 
Home. Online condolences may be 
conveyed at www.guareandsons.
com. Burial will be at a later date.

In lieu of flowers, contributions 
may be made to the North Central 
Vermont Recovery Center, 275 
Brooklyn St. Suite 2, Morrisville, 
VT 05661. ◊

FERRISBURGH — Edward 
Martin “Ted” Ferris, of Ferrisburgh, 
Vt., (formerly of Vernon, Conn.) 
died peacefully on Friday, Oct. 28, 
2022, after a brief illness. 

He was born on August 26, 1927, 
in Cheshire, Mass. He was the son of 
Virginia (Martin) and Edward Ferris 
and the oldest of three children. He 
was raised in Manchester, Conn., 
before enlisting in the Navy, 
attending Worcester Polytechnical 
Institute and Cornell University as 
part of his training as a Navy fighter 
pilot. He was stationed at several 
Naval Air Stations culminating with 
carrier training at Pensacola Naval 
Air Station and subsequently aboard 
the U.S.S. Saipan aircraft carrier in 
1945.

Lieutenant Ferris was on surprise 
leave when he met the love of his 
life, Virginia “Ginnie” (Battin), on 
the stairs of his parents’ home. They 
were married on April 6, 1950, in 
Manchester, Conn. They celebrated 
their 72nd wedding anniversary in 
April, a testimony to their endearing 
and unwavering love for one 
another.

Ted was employed by Pratt and 
Whitney Machine Tool Co. in 1949 
as a machinist apprentice, rising 
steadily over a four-decade career 
and retiring as SVP, Industrial 
Relations. He and Ginnie raised 
their two sons in Vernon, Conn. 
Serving as a deacon, he was actively 

EDWARD MARTIN FERRIS

Edward Martin Ferris, 95, of Ferrisburgh

involved in his church, First 
Congregational Church of Vernon. 
Ted’s passion for flying never left 
him as he was an active member 
of the Charter Oak Flying Club. He 
flew his family on many occasions, 
including the Bahamas, where he 
and Ginnie island-hopped together.  

He retired to Ferrisburgh, Vt., in 
1989 to his beloved family home 
on Lake Champlain. Ted immersed 
himself in renovating the home 
as well as being an enthusiastic 
member of the community. He 
served as president of the Vergennes 
Lions Club and was involved in the 
building of the replica Revolutionary 
War gunboat, Philadelphia, at 
the Lake Champlain Maritime 
Museum. He was president of the 

Kimball Dock Road Association, 
where his reputation was legendary 
as the neighborhood engineer and 
friend to all, especially those in 
need.

In addition to his parents, he was 
predeceased by his brother Alan. 
He is survived by his wife, Ginnie; 
his sister, Elizabeth Sagan; and two 
sons, Marty Ferris and his wife 
Pam Cary of Ferrisburgh, Vt., and 
Bruce Ferris and his wife Kathy of 
Jupiter, Fla. He leaves behind two 
grandchildren, Patrick Ferris and 
his wife Kate, and Kelly (Ferris) 
Mineaux Nigro and her husband 
Matt; and four great-grandchildren, 
Peter, Madeline, Georgia, and 
Theodore, all residing in Darien, 
Conn.

Family, friends, and freedom 
were closest to his heart. He loved 
having his family surround him at 
the Lake and on his vintage Chris 
Craft, The Virginian. Friends came 
from near and far to be with “The 
Commodore” in his happy place, 
Lake Champlain. He was a true 
patriot who educated his family and 
several generations on the privilege 
and value of our freedoms.

A celebration of his life 
will be held at the Vergennes 
Congregational Church, Vergennes, 
Vt., on Saturday, Nov. 19, at 1 p.m. 
In lieu of flowers, donations can be 
made in his name to the Vergennes 
Lions Club. ◊

BRIDPORT — Arthur G. 
Provencher, 89, passed away 
Monday, Oct. 31, 2022, at his home 
in Bridport.

Arthur was born on Sept. 5, 
1933, in Addison, the son of Louis 
and Gertrude Goodale Provencher.

He served in the Army and Army 
National Guard prior to beginning 
his 40-year career as a dairy farmer 
on the family farm in Bridport. 
He enjoyed tractor pulling with 
family and friends for many 
years. Art was one of the founding 
officers of Vermont Tractor Pullers’ 
Association when it was chartered 
in 1977.

Art was a member of the Bridport 
selectboard and served on various 
agricultural committees, including 
Northern Farms, NFO and DFA. 
He enjoyed attending regional 
conventions for these organizations 
with his wife, Jackie. 

His interest in travel included 
trips all over Vermont to complete 
the Vermont 251 Club challenge. 
After retiring from farming, Art and 

ARTHUR G. PROVENCHER

Arthur G. Provencher, 89, of Bridport

Jackie traveled to Pennsylvania, 
California, and Wisconsin.

Arthur was predeceased by his 
wife, Jacqueline Provencher, on 
Oct. 3, 2009. He is survived by 

his children, Kim Provencher, 
Michael Provencher, and Dianne 
Bingham and husband Chris, and 
granddaughter, Chelsea Bingham. 
He is also survived by brothers 
David Provencher and wife 
Edith, Eugene Provencher, James 
Provencher and wife Maria, Jack 
Provencher and wife Connie, and 
sister Edith (Provencher) Greene.

Funeral services will be held at 
1 p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 5, at West 
Addison United Methodist Church. 
Interment will be at Lakeview 
Cemetery in West Addison. A 
reception will be held at Bridport 
Masonic Hall. 

In lieu of flowers, contributions 
may be made to Town Line 
First Response. To send 
online condolences to his 
family, please visit www.
brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com. ◊
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Hear for the Holidays?Hear for the Holidays?
Don’t miss out!

Schedule your Free 15 Minute 
Consultation Today!

All major insurances are accepted.
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Healthcare Hearing.
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MIDDLEBURY — Sherry L. 
Brown, 55, died Sunday, Oct. 30, 
2022, at the University of Vermont 
Medical Center in Burlington. 

She was born Dec. 19, 1966, in 
Middlebury, the daughter of Bernard 
E. Brown Sr. and Jo-Ann (Emilo) 
Brown. Sherry was a graduate of 
Middlebury Union High School 
class of 1984 and was a member 
of St. Mary’s Catholic Church in 
Middlebury.  

Sherry dedicated her life to making 
others smile, always ensuring others 
felt loved. Sherry enjoyed arts and 
crafts, playing bingo and fishing. 
Sherry loved to tell stories, spend 
time with friends and family, as well 
as snuggling her puppy, Stanley. 
Her pride and joy were her children 
and grandchildren — she lived her 

SHERRY L. BROWN

Sherry L. Brown, 55, of Middlebury

final days surrounded by family and 
friends providing love and comfort. 

She is survived by her sons, 
Kyle Hutchins (Charlene), of Mont 

Alto, Pa., and Nathan Dearing of 
Middlebury; by her daughters, 
Rachel Danyow (Vickey) of 
Middlebury, Renee Sandy (Arvin) 
of New Haven, and Jasmine 
Eagan (Ben) of Duxbury; by her 
siblings, Bernard E. Brown Jr. 
of Charlestown, W.V., Jennifer 
Strangeway of Rutland and 
Lillian Mullan of Rutland; by her 
grandchildren, Kyler, McKenah, 
Azalea, Carson, Amelia, Bentley, 
Barrett and Elliot; and by several 
aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews and 
cousins. The family would like to 
thank Deb Alger and Sally King 
for their special friendship for over 
thirty years.

She was predeceased by her 
parents and special friend Leonard 
Riendeau. ◊

Letters to the Editor

Merger provides a good path for difficult situation 
I support a merger between the 

ANWSD and the MAUSD. In the 
interest of transparency and to help 
us continue our work together, I 
am writing to explain my reasons. 
I speak not for the ANWSD Board 
nor in my capacity as Chair. I speak 
only on my own behalf.

I’ve attended all the 
informational meetings and 
witnessed the extraordinary effort 
by community members who 
volunteered their time to offer a 
real, tangible option to reimagine 
our future. That option clearly 
comes with some risks, but so 
does not merging. Reasonable 
people can disagree, but I see 
the ANWSD at a crossroads. 
Merging with Mount Abe offers a 
pathway to new conversations and 
new opportunities to address our 
stubbornly chronic condition. 

We are very small (even in 
merging we would still be a really 
small school district) and education 
here is relatively expensive 
compared to the rest of Vermont 
and nationwide. The ANWSD 
provides a smaller set of course 
offerings and educational programs 
for our students than many other 
districts. Although those programs 
and courses are well delivered, we 
will struggle to maintain them and 
keep taxes low. It’s not impossible 
that we could muddle through with 
increasingly high taxes, but really 
adding the kinds of educational 
programs that would align us with 
other districts in the state will 
become more difficult.

What I learned the most from 
watching the merger study 
committee is that the people in 
our neighboring communities can 
work together towards the common 
good. We are really no different 
from one another in our desire to 
achieve some important things in 

life: healthy, positive community 
relationships, a good education 
for all of our children, and most 
importantly the opportunity to both 
disagree and search for common 
ground. We can govern together. 
We already work together, we 
worship together, and we play 
together. I see a merger as an 
extension of a long and fruitful 
relationship that can flourish. 
I’m grateful to the merger study 
committee for modeling that for us.

Merging our governance 
structure with Mt. Abe will help 
us grow our ability for creative 
problem solving, cooperation, and 
good civic dialogue. A larger and 
more diverse school community 
can bring new ideas and new 
solutions to problems and obstacles 
we may never have imagined 
by ourselves. I see the merger as 
an expansion of our capacity to 
imagine a future and make that a 
new reality.

Our districts have a long track 
record of cooperation, and we’ve 
built the trust necessary to achieve 
common goals together. There 
is some concern about Mt. Abe 
having 60% and ANWSD having 
40% of this new constitution. I 
am confident that the problems 
we will tackle in a merged district 
will not neatly line up along town 
lines —new alliances will form 
and our interests will evolve. Even 
if we were to eventually move 
to merging a single high school 
and a single middle school, those 
we elect will not pit our district 
communities against one another. 
More importantly, community 
members in both districts won’t let 
it happen without their voices and 
input being heard.

I see this moment representing 
just one more additional step in 
a long pattern of cooperation. 

We have a tough situation to deal 
with, and I’m heartened to see our 
communities doing the difficult 
work to get to this vote. This is a 
good moment for us all. Regardless 
of the results, it’s an optimistic 
turning point for both of these 
communities.

I’ve learned a great deal through 
these conversations and I think 
that, on the whole, the merger 
provides a good path to avoiding 
increasingly higher taxes and to 
maintaining educational programs. 
It most certainly won’t solve all 
our problems and it won’t be 
easy, but what excites me most 
is the opportunity for new ideas, 
emergent conversations, and 
enhanced educational offerings that 
are best attainable if we reconstitute 
ourselves as a new school district. 
Please go to your town clerks 
or show up at your local voting 
precinct so that you can participate 
in this decision.

Respectfully,
John Stroup

Vergennes

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
     388 Exchange Street Open

7 days

www.MiddleburyAgway.com

        802-388-4937
Mon. - Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4

JOIN US ON
SAT., NOV. 19th
FROM 10- 11 am

MUSHROOMS 
OF VERMONT 

PRESENTATION WITH 
MEG MADDEN

Join author, photographer, 
and mycology educator, 
Meg Madden on a visual 

tour of her favorite 
photography subject — the 
colorful, fascinating, and 

extraordinary world
of mushrooms.
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Vote to re-elect Ruth Hardy. She works hard for you!

Re-Elect

Addison District
Addison County,

Buels Gore, Huntington, 
Rochester

ruthforvermont.com
Paid for by Ruth Hardy for VT Senate

PO Box 343, East Middlebury, VT 

Senator Hardy is a champion for:
●	Reproductive rights
●	Childcare & paid family leave
●	Equitable public school funding
●	Health care access
●	Broadband expansion
●	Mental health support
●	Gun safety measures
●	Affordable housing
●	Fair & reasonable taxation
●	Healthy forests & sustainable farms

The General Election
is November 8th

WIMETT
TRADING COMPANY

802•465•4688

USED

Michael Jackman, 50 Years Experience 
David Wimett, 37 Years Experience
Mark Grant, 9 Years Experience

2668 Route 7 • Leicester, VT 05733 • wimetttradingco@gmail.com

Wimett Trading Company
at the Big White Barn in Leicester

802-465-4688 

2015 JEEP PATRIOT ,4X4,
Auto, leather, roof, loaded, 59k miles

$17,995

AFFORDABLE, SAFE & RELIABLE
USED CARS AND TRUCKS

We also buy cars, 
locate specialty orders 

& consider consignments 
Call Dave for an appointment

2009 TOYOTA ACCESS CAB,
4X4, VG, Auto, 162k miles

$15,995

2016 SUBARU CROSSTREK PREMIUM, 
AWD, 5 speed, 81k miles

$18,995

2018 TOYOTA TUNDRA DB CAB
4X4, SR5, 5.7 VS. 87k miles

$34,995
More than  a decadeof delivering Quality!

NO PUMPKIN SPICE CARS AT WIMETT’S

2017 GMC CANYON SLE,
Ext, Cab, 4X4, Cap, v6, loaded 64k miles

$28,995

,

active in creating a supportive 
community. Individual growth in 
those areas follow natural drives 
if they are nourished consistently. 
As young people gain recognition 
for particular achievements, they 
grow further toward applicable 
skills and knowledge. How can 
we predict outcomes in a plan for 
merging so unwieldy and opaque 
that we cannot know the true cost 
until all the buses are rolling?

Learning is one kind of change 
that rarely proceeds on a clean 
trajectory. Uneven jumps and 
falls are always part of growth. 
In school learning, larger does 
not mean better learning. If 
frustrated with passive learning 
in school, many students simply 
disengage from education, seeking 
involvement in other settings, 
particularly in extracurricular 
activities. Some settings, such 
as sports, clubs, after-school 
programs, church and part-time 
work, bring young people 
together as they learn adult skills. 
For disengaged students, other 
opportunities for involvement 
exist, such as fast cars, early sex, 
drugs, alcohol or computer games. 
Getting involved with risky 
activity outside of school partially 
compensates some students for 
less formal recognition in the 
community. Risk-associated 
behavior increases as students 
become adolescents and young 
adults.

Clearly, busing students 
long distances to attend larger 

schools, further from home with 
less opportunity for personal 
engagement does not promote 
progress in learning. Schools 
exist, in part, to protect students 
from risk in the larger community 
while they prepare to assume 
personal responsibility as adults. 
Young people need the structure 
schools provide as they slowly 
explore their futures. School buses 
traveling to large impersonal 
schools deprive young people 
of opportunities to learn. Some 
may grab at those opportunities; 
but others turn away. Once 
marginalized, those students can 
easily become bored, restless and 
resentful. Consolidation reduces 
meaningful contact with parents, 
teachers, community mentors, 
school advisors and friends. 

In Addison County, we do face 
a temporary decline in student 
enrollment. As the Levenson 
report to the current school 
board explained, however, 
creative responses to declining 
enrollment exist — through 
collaborative research and 
development across town lines. 
Bureaucratic restructuring driven 
by Montpelier, the consolidated 
Middlebury district, Bristol area 
schools, Vergennes area schools 
and the unelected “Merger 
Study Committee” let us now 
feel the winds of the future: 
less community involvement, 
extensive student busing, loss 
of local control over hiring, 
incomprehensible central 
budgeting processes and refusal to 

recognize legitimate town votes. 
On Nov. 8, it is time to say “no” 
to another round of centralization 
that offers us and our kids little 
but increased alienation. 

All learning is personal. Control 
over learning resides, at last, in the 
minds of each student. The best 
research I have seen on learning 
shows that it is the people close 
to each student — parents, peers, 
teachers and advisors — who 
most infl uence positive growth. 
Buildings, policies, rules and 
requirements neither improve 
results nor diminish them 
radically. While student-centered 
learning developed energetically 
in both Vergennes and Bristol over 
30 years, just a few administrators 
and state bureaucrats could 
destroy the work of many 
committed adults and students 
in just one or two years. These 
people might say “yes” to the idea 
of engaging each student but fail 
to see that larger schools strangled 
by bus routes do not succeed as 
well as smaller schools within 
caring communities.

On Nov. 8, it is time to 
vote “no” to further school 
consolidation.

John Clarke
Starksboro

Editor’s note: John Clarke 
is a retired professor at UVM’s 
College of Education and Social 
Services who helped manage the 
partnership between UVM and 
area schools between 1995 and 
2016.

Clarke letter
(Continued from Page 4A)
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Letters to the Editor

Flyer with Mullin’s picture did not represent views
Shame on anyone sending 

out a fl yer with my picture on 
it. When I was told by its author 
that it was being done, I replied 
in a timely manner that I did not 
agree with the premise, it being 
sent or printed, did not want to be 
any part of it and not to include 
me. For someone to be allowed to 
use my name, pictures and faux 
endorsement of a stance is beyond 
the pale. For anyone to share the 
ad knowing it’s false, speaks more 
about their character than mine.

I am proud to stand for a no 
vote for any more tax increases on 
heating fuel and gas taxes which 
my opponents have voted for.

Adequately fund fi re, EMS, 
Vermont National Guard, veterans 
and police for hiring and stronger 
enforcement of drug crimes. My 
opponents have called for police 

to have budgets “reallocated” 
along with police equipment, 
“including surveillance 
equipment” per a change.org 
petition sponsored by them and 
others.

Schools having more local 
control so they can control 
budgets and safety measures 
expanded. Also, allowing parents 
to choose the school they’d like 
their child to attend.

Health care cost and access 
being brought down through 
eliminating the “certifi cate of 
need” which will allow more 
walk-in clinics in our area. Open 
Vermont’s health insurance 
monopoly of only being able to 
purchase insurance from two 
companies should be expanded. 
We need more options for physical 
and mental health care.

Revamping Act 250 so 
the home-building process is 
streamlined and less expensive 
thus lower cost for the end 
homeowner and more housing 
being built.

Voting records can be found on 
state of Vermont’s website.

Oprah Winfrey says, “pay 
attention to what the people who 
claim to represent you are doing 
in your name.” I ask you to take 
just a few minutes of your time to 
see how you’ve been represented 
and ask how this has impacted 
our high cost of living in all areas 
of our life, how this has impacted 
our children’s education and I 
ask for your vote if you agree 
that my stance can make a better 
difference to impact your family.

Valerie Mullin
Monkton

For merger vote, it’s OK to question long-held beliefs 
Three years ago, I joined 

the Community Engagement 
Committee of the MAUSD school 
board as a volunteer because I 
knew the big challenges we faced 
as a district and I was confi dent 
our fi ve-town community would 
come together to fi nd creative 
solutions to the problem. I 
have been disheartened by the 
misrepresentation of information 
about the MAUSD (and now 
the Merger Study Committee’s 
work), the alternative facts being 
force fed our community and the 
inaccuracies of statements being 
made by people with their own 
agendas over these as many years. 

The reality is that our district 
has worked with our community 
every step of the way to solve 
what is not a “perceived crisis” 
but a real fi nancial challenge to 
educating our kids in a declining 
enrollment trend. Data and facts 
do not lie and the data bears 
out this reality. Sitting in an 
echo chamber, reposting false 
or misrepresented facts without 
understanding the full picture only 
further exacerbates the problem.

Listening to President Obama 
speak recently about what is 
wrong with our country now 
mirrors what is happening here 
at the local level. Stirring up fear 
and anger and walking away 
from diffi cult conversations and a 
process meant to fi nd solutions for 
all our kids is what divides us. I 

think we would all do well to stop 
the blaming, the fi nger-pointing, 
the name-calling and to take 
responsibility for our own roles in 
creating where we are today. 

I appreciate the hard work of 
the people who are committed 
to creating the best educational 
outcomes for our students in 
light of the fi nancial realities of 
our times. When we moved to 
New Haven almost 30 years ago, 
the fi rst person we met was Earl 
Bessette, a life-long farmer and 
a neighbor who became one of 
my most favorite people here. We 
didn’t agree on lots of things but 
on our almost daily encounters 
on our roads and farm fi elds, we 
often talked about the changes he 
had seen over the years. When 
a particular initiative was being 
considered that I knew he was 
opposed to, I asked him how 
he felt about it. His response 
stayed with me over these many 
years. After a few minutes, while 
scratching his head, he looked me 
in the eye and said, “Well, Kim, 
the world is a changing place, 
and I just better start changing 
along with it.” Sometimes systems 
that have worked under better 
economic times might need to 
evolve so we can pursue what 
will be best for a majority of 
people. We have to be willing to 
step out of our own ideological 
viewpoints to understand an 
issue from a broader perspective. 

And to participate in the fi nding 
of answers to these issues in a 
mutually respectful way. 

I appreciate the passion people 
in our community have toward 
providing the best education for 
our kids. I appreciate the concern 
people have about the possibility 
of losing their community schools. 
And I especially appreciate 
the work our district has done 
to listen to these concerns, to 
adjust the path forward and to 
accommodate this input. I also 
have a deep respect for the people 
with extensive educational and 
community experience who came 
together to consider the recent 
merger initiative as a possible 
way for us to accomplish those 
goals. We need to fi nd a way 
to keep academic, social and 
extra-curricular opportunities 
available for our kids at a cost 
everyone can afford. Right now, 
a vote to bring MAUSD and 
ANWSD together to explore 
ways to make that happen feels 
necessary given the economic 
realities of education funding and 
enrollment predictions. And even 
with a yes merger vote, there is 
no reason a town can’t decide 
to leave the district if they feel 
their community school is being 
threatened with closure. The 
bar for closure under a merged 
governance is high. And for the 
past several years and for the next 

(See Callahan letter, Page 9A)

Otter Creek Pub grateful for community’s support
We are writing to say 

thank you to the Middlebury 
community for its support 
of the Otter Creek Pub.  The 
closing on October 31 marks 
the end of an era of serving 
excellent, innovative craft beers, 
wonderful food, some really 
special moments, and dedication 
and hard work by innumerable 
people. 

While the decision to close 

was painful, the challenges we 
faced in establishing a going 
enterprise were both real and 
substantial.  The impact of the 
pandemic, the tight labor market, 
the evolving use of the facility, 
and other factors contributed to 
the decision.  Otter Creek beer 
will continue to be brewed and 
through its presence in stores 
and taverns, we will work 
hard to sustain its rich legacy 

and remain a member of the 
community for years to come.

In our relatively short time as 
operators of the pub, we felt the 
special connection that the pub 
has created with so many people.  
It was a privilege to be part of it. 
Thank you!

Charles M. Storey
On behalf of The Employee 

Owners of Mass Bay Brewing 
Co.

Some other things not seen in past 40 years alleged
An editor recently commented 

on an unfortunate ad in the 
paper: “in 40 years in the news 
business, he had never seen a 
situation like this.” This made 
me think about some things that 
I have never seen in at least 40 
years.

Never in 40 years have we 
witnessed such cruel infl ation 
devastating everything from 
single mom purchases of baby 
food to retirement plans. Never 
have we seen such spikes in fuel 
prices and an administration 
willing to drain strategic 
reserves for election results 
while begging hostile nations 
for cheaper imports and shutting 
down our own abundant energy 
sources. 

Never have we seen open 
borders that are on track for 

allowing illegal immigrants 
numbering 10 times the 
population of Vermont. Never 
have we seen national debt 
amounting to $100,000 per 
U.S. citizen. Never have we 
seen educational and medical 
professionals prescribing 
unnatural medications, 
mastectomies, hysterectomies 
and castration of healthy school 
age children even in defi ance 
of their parents. Never have we 
witnessed such destruction of 
freedom in the name of health 
safety.  

Never have we witnessed 
such slip shod election 
procedures with unsupervised 
ballot handling and black box 
computer processing. 

Never have we seen such 
chilling pursuit of dissidents by 

the FBI. Never have we seen 
such Gulag style incarceration 
of uncharged defendants in 
the capitol of the “land of the 
free.” Never have we seen 
billions in disgraceful profi ts 
of drug companies in league 
with government mandated 
experimental gene therapy 
injections. Never have we seen 
such blatant corruption in a 
presidential family only to be 
relentlessly covered up by media 
and government collusion.  

Yes, America! There’s a lot 
that we have not seen in the last 
40 years or ever. Never have 
we had a greater need for major 
change!

Ed Wheeler
Middlebury

Middlebury’s pickleball players need more courts
Question: Why aren’t there 

more Pickleball (PB) Courts in 
Middlebury?

“PB is a trend that is not going 
away, it just continues to grow.”

Five million pickleball players, 
“picklers,” are in the U.S.A., 
that is a 40% increase over two 
years, according to Sports & 
Fitness Industry Association, 
2022. It is appreciated that there 
are two lined outdoor PB courts 
in Middlebury. However, both 
courts are in need of signifi cant 
repair. Each court accommodates 

four players per game, frequently 
leaving 12-16 waiting their turn 
to play. Right next to the two 
PB courts is a large basketball 
area, which appears to be mostly 
unused. It seems like that space 
could easily be converted to three 
PB courts and the two PB courts 
could become a basketball area. 
Perhaps this has already been 
considered, but it sure seems like 
the need and time to move forward 
has arrived. 

Middlebury’s population is 
aging, and just like kids, we 

need recreational opportunities. 
As for accessibility, PB can be 
played standing or in wheelchairs, 
indoors or out. It can give you 
a good aerobic workout with 
minimal stress on your joints and 
muscles. Finally, PB can create 
an environment for socialization, 
an opportunity to connect with 
others!

So, I ask, why are there not 
more offi cial PB courts available 
in Middlebury?

Virginia Silvey
Middlebury

Advanced Hearing Technologies
802-233-2345

www.advancedhearingofvermont.com
Marble Works, 63 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT

Why Buy From Us???

PHONAK VOTED

#1 HEARING AID

IN 2021

HEALTH

Call or email with any questions
advancedhearingofvermont.com  bernie344@gmail.com

Fully 

Automatic!Service is our most important product
Why Buy From Us???

Fully 

Automatic!Fully 

Automatic!Fully Service is our most important product
• Personalized service for as long as you own the 

hearing aid — no matter the loss
• 100% satisfaction or your money back
• Try our hearing aids for FREE
• Most competetive price in Vermont
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five years, that threat simply does 
not exist. 

We can differ in our opinions 
but my hope is that there will 
be more integrity, honesty and 
respect in the sharing of those 
perspectives. Regardless of the 

outcome of the upcoming vote, 
it would be great to see all the 
energy people are putting into 
trying to stop a possible path 
forward into an effort to create 
real and sustainable options for 
our students and taxpayers. And 
it might mean that we might all 

have to make some changes to 
long-held beliefs that may not 
now adequately serve the needs 
of our students, families and 
communities.

Kim Callahan
New Haven

Callahan letter
(Continued from Page 8A)

Letters to the Editor

Consider better ways to put nonprofits on ballots
In September, United Way of 

Addison County (UWAC) sent a 
letter to every town in Addison 
County asking them to waive 
the petitioning process or to 
consider removing the petitioning 
requirement for any returning 
agency requesting the same 
amount as the previous year. 
UWAC does not request town 
funding, but we do advocate for 
local nonprofits who do; this year, 
15 local nonprofits co-signed this 
letter with us. 

While many are eager to 
return to “business as usual,” the 
pandemic taught us that some 
systems and processes can and 
should be reimagined. I believe we 
all want to support the nonprofits 
who have served Addison County 
for decades and had to reimagine 
their own systems to increase their 
services during the pandemic — 
simplifying the process for getting 
on local ballots to receive town 
funding is one small but important 
way we can do that.

In 2020 and 2021, the majority 
of towns in our region approved 
UWAC’s request for contactless 
funding appeals to ensure health 
and safety. That flexibility 
was greatly appreciated by our 
nonprofit community. While 
we’ve all adapted to the new 
norms associated with living 
in a post-COVID world, our 
nonprofits continue to be affected 
by the pandemic. Workforce 
shortages continue to impact our 
local nonprofits, increasing staff 
workload and the likelihood of 
employee burnout and turnover.

Many agencies collect 

signatures on weekends (over 
several months) as they are 
unavailable during the work 
week. This often means that staff 
don’t get compensated for their 
time or organizations have to pay 
overtime; neither is suitable for 
the employee or the organization. 
There are 23 towns in Addison 
County, each with its own set of 
signature requirements. While 
collecting signatures in one 
town may not seem challenging, 
collecting signatures in multiple 
towns and keeping track of each 
town’s needs is a great challenge 
for many agencies.

On the surface, it seems like a 
simple task: obtain a population 
percentage of signatures for voters 
to consider a funding request. 
However, many organizations 
seek funding from multiple towns 
across the county. Tracking the 
different needs of each town gets 
complicated quickly. Signature 
requirements vary from town to 
town, and so can the method for 
signature collection. Some towns 
suggest hanging a poster for voters 
to sign at their local market, while 
other towns prefer agencies to 
collect signatures in person at the 
local waste-collection site on high-
traffic days. The current process 
also creates an administrative 
burden for the towns that need 
to ensure that every signature 
collected is indeed connected to a 
registered voter in their town.

At UWAC, we want every 
person in Addison County to 
know about the services provided 
by our nonprofit partners. While 
gathering signatures could provide 

opportunities for that kind of 
information-sharing, we believe 
there is a better way to reach more 
people while also decreasing 
the burden on local service 
providers. What if in place of a 
petitioning process, town websites 
included information about each 
request with clickable links and 
announced when the links were 
available at a town meeting? 
What if the agencies requesting 
town funding met certain criteria 
in place of obtaining signatures? 
What if the criteria helped inform 
voters?

Example:
Does your agency serve 

members of our community?
What are the services/resources 

your agency provides?
Will this funding help maintain 

or possibly increase your impact 
in our community?

We can make change today:
Reach out to your town 

leaders and ask them to join us in 
supporting our local agencies by 
waiving the petitioning process 
this year.

We can also make long-term, 
lasting change:

Reach out to your town leaders 
and encourage them to reimagine 
a better way to improve this 
process that increases voter 
knowledge and decreases agency 
burden. Include your own ideas!

Do you think there is a better 
way? Tell your town leaders!

Respectfully,
Jesse Brooks

Director of Advocacy
United Way of Addison 

County

Letters can be found  on 4A, 5A, 7A, 8A, 9A, 10A, 11A.

Climate matters
Perspectives on Change

31st in a series
By IAN PHAIR

Regular Climate Matters columnist Mike Roy 
sat down with Ian Phair of Cornwall to learn more 
about his new solar power venture, Vermont Solar 
Fund LLC. 

What does your new company do?
Our mission is to help more folks “go solar” with 

financial arrangements structured to fit individual 
client’s needs. We believe that solar makes sense for 
many situations, but the upfront cost and tax aspects 
may deter people from pursuing it. We hope by 
eliminating the upfront cost and/or acting as a tax-
credit investor to enable more people, businesses 
and nonprofit and tax-exempt entities to “go solar.”

For example, a recent project we completed 
required no upfront payment, the client will continue 
paying the same amount for the electricity they 
consume as before, and after 10 to 12 years they will 
have a choice to either a) receive a 50% discount on 
their future electricity from the solar project or b) 
buy the solar project for approximately 10% of the 
original upfront cost of the project — in either case 
the client has a solar project onsite now, and they 
will save a lot of money over the life of the project. 

I should also mention we do normal solar 
installations as well, for clients that do not need 
any assistance with the upfront cost or tax benefits. 
Nonetheless, what we feel differentiates our 
company from other solar installers is our approach 
to financing projects to meet a client’s needs and 
enable them to “go solar” with no upfront payment 
and no additional payments (beyond their normal 
power bill) thereafter. 

How has the Inflation Reduction Act changed 
your strategy? 

Until recently, nonprofit and tax-exempt entities 
could not use the federal tax credit available for 
solar projects and therefore partnering with a tax-
credit investor (such as Vermont Solar Fund) was 
necessary to make a solar project cost-effective. 
Now the Inflation Reduction Act has changed that 
through direct payments to tax-exempt entities in 
lieu of the federal tax credit (PLEASE CONSULT 
YOUR TAX ADVISOR). For example, as a tax-
exempt entity the town of Middlebury could receive 
a check from the U.S. Government for 30% of 
the cost of a solar project, in accordance with the 
Inflation Reduction Act. So, whereas previously 
nonprofits and tax-exempts needed a tax-credit 
investor to partner with on a solar project, they no 

longer do. 
Many such 

entities, however, 
still need help 
financing solar 
projects, so we’re 
focusing more on 
that aspect. In any case 
there still could be some 
additional tax benefits and value 
that a nonprofit or tax-exempt couldn’t capture, so it 
might make sense for a tax credit investor in certain 
situations.

Why should folks consider onsite solar instead 
of investing in off-site solar? 

Onsite generation is preferable to big, offsite 
generation, or at least it should be part of the 
puzzle. Onsite solar generation can reduce the 
strain on transmission lines and systems. It’s also 
worth observing that the effective price for onsite 
power generation is more attractive than for off-site 
generation, at least for those folks whose cost of 
electricity is higher than the prevailing net-meter 
pricing, which is usually the case for small and 
medium power consumers. Onsite generation first 
reduces consumption, which is like selling power at 
the higher consumption (vs. net-meter) price.

If it does not make sense to put solar on your own 
property, a good way to go solar off-site and still 
benefit as an owner of a solar project is through a 
group like Acorn Energy. This remote solar model 
was already in place, and well received, and I was 
familiar with it, having participated on behalf of 
our church. But as I said before, we believe that it’s 
desirable to do solar on your own property whenever 
possible. Having the generation and consumption at 
the same site is efficient by reducing transmission and 
benefits from the pricing differences we talked about. 
So our focus has been to do onsite solar projects. 

Given that Green Mountain Power provides 
more or less carbon-free electricity, why should 
you bother going solar now?

I believe in onsite power generation whenever 
possible. We also believe that as we transition away 
from fossil fuels for not only power generation 
but also transportation, heating, etc. we will need 
more renewable power generation, and onsite solar 
generation can contribute to this effort. 

I also think it’s a financially desirable thing to do. 
For a long time the American dream has been to own 

A case for on-site solar

(See Climate Matters, Page 10A)
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Please send form along with picture (if desired) and message to: 
58 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753 or submit your form online 

at addisonindependent.com/reader-submissions.

Your Name: __________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________

Telephone #: _______________ Email: ____________________________

Service Member’s Name: _______________________________________

Rank: ____________________Branch of Service: ___________________

Where Stationed: _____________________________________________

Message: ___________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

VETERANS DAY
NOVEMBER 11, 2022

A SALUTE TO VETERANS 
Your FREE Veterans Day tribute will be printed

on November 10th in our special Veterans Day edition. 

Deadline for submissions: 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 4TH BY 5PM

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

Ballot warning on school merger called incomplete
The MAUSD Board and Merger 

Committee assert our Nov. 8 
vote will be on the Articles of 
Agreement ONLY, not whether 
to combine schools or move 
students. In reality the 11/8/22 
Warning overtly lists only some 
of the articles that voters would 
be approving if they vote “yes” 
on the proposed merger. The Final 
Report and Articles of Agreement 
document (E on Warning) 
can be found, in their entirety 
here: drive.google.com/fi le/
d/15kGQHmb1r24_BPARGsolK-
QZRh7wdKrx/view. These articles 
include additional language that 
permits combining schools and 
more — in some cases without our 
vote.

Please consider the following:
1. F4 of the Warning and Article 

14B (Articles of Agreement) 
should be read carefully. Within 
the defi nition of “school closing” 
the new school board actually has 
authority to remove up to three 
grade levels from any elementary 
school and move them to any 
other school in the new district, 
even in the fi rst year of operation, 
without a town vote. 

The articles state a school 
“cannot be closed for all grades 
K-5” for the fi rst four years 
“without a town vote.” What about 
grade 6? All MAUSD elementary 
schools are currently K-6. This 
allows the board the authority 
to “expand grades served at the 
middle level,” a reference to the 
Merger Committee’s intent to 
enable moving all grade 6 students 
to a merged middle school in 
Vergennes or Bristol. 

These actions would cripple 
smaller schools. Four years is 
relatively short in terms of local 
vote for school closure. After that, 
smaller towns lose much of their 
voice in a district-wide vote and 
are subject to the will of the board 
on which they are minimally 
represented.

2. Article 7B addresses selling 
buildings that are no longer 
needed to the local town for 
$1 (stipulating it be used for 
community and public purposes). 
Wouldn’t maintaining or 
repurposing a former school be 
costly and ultimately impact our 
taxes? And, if the town found it 
couldn’t bear the cost and sold it 

within fi ve years, the town would 
owe the district any improvement 
costs. Wouldn’t that impact our 
taxes?

3. The Merger Committee 
stresses the importance and value 
of our teachers. Yet Article 5B 
allows the district to re-assign 
teachers to new locations after the 
fi rst year. Wouldn’t that potentially 
be “deal-breakers” for some 
teachers based on assignment or 
commute? Those who already 
work in multiple schools might 
further be stretched thin.

I have volunteered at Robinson 
Elementary school for 28 years. 
As a young parent, it was the 
way I got to know folks and 
get involved in my community. 
The idea of that connection 
disappearing for new and 
current community members is 
heartbreaking. Despite attempted 
assurances, there is plenty of 
information and contingencies that 
suggest an eventual closure for my 
town’s school.

Respectfully submitted,
Lisa Daudon

Starksboro

Broadband fi ber-optic cables are ‘visual pollution’

your own home, and the reason 
you should do that is because you 
have an asset that’s going to last 
a very long time. Why would you 
want to pay ever-increasing rent 
for 50 years if you could pay a 
fi xed mortgage amount for 20 or 
30 years, and then own it outright? 
The exact same thing applies here. 
A solar project is a long-lived 
asset (30 years or more), and 
homeowners and business owners 
should consider the benefi t of 
owning their power source rather 
than paying a utility increasing 
amounts into the future.

Where is Vermont Solar Fund 
heading?

We would love to do both heat 
pumps and battery storage. I don’t 
know how fast we’ll get there, but 
I think both make a ton of sense. 
We’ll have to fi gure out what 
works for our internal growth plan, 
and how to either partner with folks 
who do that, or do this ourselves, or 
both. That said, I think the battery 

piece is more challenging. There 
is an upfront cost to installing a 
battery that doesn’t replace another 
cost. While both solar and heat 
pumps have costs, they also offset 
costs (such as your utility bill or 
heating oil bill), which makes the 
fi nancial aspects more attractive. 

What keeps you awake at night?
If Vermont is going to reach 

its renewable energy goals, it 
certainly seems we will need 
many more people to help with 
solar installations. Ensuring that 
installations are done effi ciently 
and safely is very important to 
continue to increase solar energy. 
We know that the construction 
industry and everybody else is 
having a hard time hiring people. 
I’m sure it will be a challenge for 
us too, as we grow. The other big 
piece that I keep wondering about 
is the funding model. I’m funding 
this myself at the moment, and 
we’ll need to step into a sustainable 
long-term funding model as we 
continue. So people and money are 

two areas I keep thinking about.
Final Thoughts? 
We focused initially on nonprofi ts 

and tax-exempt organizations, 
but we’re also working with 
homeowners and business owners. 
I would encourage anybody who’s 
interested to please reach out to us, 
and that could be for themselves 
or their business, or their favorite 
nonprofi t or a friend. Email info@
vermontsolarfund.com or call 802-
448-4346. 

—————
Ian Phair has worked for over 

20 years in the area of private 
investment focused on start-up 
companies and projects in the 
energy, real estate and fi nancial 
sectors. He has been involved 
in multiple energy-related 
companies and projects, including 
a commercial solar project in 
Pittsford, Vt., and, in 2021 he 
established Vermont Solar Fund 
LLC. He lives in Cornwall with his 
wife Tanya, their son Bas (22) and 
daughter Eva (20).

Climate Matters
(Continued from Page 9A)

Letters can be found  on 4A, 5A, 7A, 8A, 9A, 10A, 11A.

Letters to the Editor

While the front page article 
of Oct 27 made much of the 
installation of high-speed 
internet no mention seems to be 
made of the absolutely ghastly 
visual pollution these incredibly 
ugly cables with their bulbous 
junctions and their various loops 
and hanging wires and assorted 
paraphernalia produce.

Vermont prohibited billboards 
decades ago to beautify the state. 
The bottle law reduced much 
of the roadside litter. Shoreham 
Telephone Company decades 
ago installed underground fi ber-
optic cable in many of the towns 
mentioned in the article and 
removed hundreds of poles and 
their associated unsightly wires. 

Now in the name of progress 
we have repeated the errors of 
the past and again uglifi ed our 
beautiful rural county with this 
regressive monstrosity of a cable 
network. This is not progress — it 
is vandalism.

Dwight Menard
Shoreham

Brandon fortunate to be represented by Jerome
The residents of Brandon are 

so very lucky to have Stephanie 
Jerome as our representative 
in Montpelier. Stephanie’s 
hard-working ethic, integrity and 
genuine desire to help people 
makes her the perfect legislator. 
It is well-known that Stephanie 
has the education, intelligence 
and experience to do the job. But 
what Stephanie also has is the 

compassion, the resourcefulness, 
and the drive to kick it up a notch.

Stephanie is running unopposed 
this year so you might wonder 
why I felt inclined to write 
a letter of support. As a small 
business owner in Brandon, I 
appreciate everything Stephanie 
has done in the past to support the 
business community, both large 
and small. Placing a checkmark 

next to Stephanie’s name is a 
recognition of her hard work and 
dedication, both for our town and 
our state.

I’m proud to call Stephanie 
a friend, neighbor, and my 
representative to Montpelier. She 
will have my vote in November.

Janet Mondlak
Brandon

Gov. Scott failed to address rising healhcare costs
Why I am not voting for Phil 

Scott.
Healthcare costs are rising 

much faster than the cost of 
living. One-third of Vermonters 
are underinsured. There are far 
too many heartbreaking stories 
of Vermonters being ruined by 
out-of-control medical bills. 
Who hasn’t had that shock from 
receiving a medical bill that was 
way more expensive than you 
thought it would be? I went in 
for what ended up being pleurisy 

(treatment: ibuprofen), had a few 
blood tests, and 20 minutes later 
came out with a $1,700 bill that 
my high deductible plan (used to 
be called catastrophic) of course 
did not cover. Ouch!

Phil Scott has not changed 
this status quo. Why? Perhaps 
the pressure of lobbyists for a 
healthcare industry that can afford 
to pay its executives salaries as 
high as $2 million?

Our property taxes mainly pay 
for education, and a big rising line 

item in that education bill is of 
course out-of-control healthcare 
costs. If Scott really cares about 
our property taxes shouldn’t he do 
something about healthcare?

On Nov. 8 send Scott a message 
that you are tired of him getting 
donations from healthcare while 
he doesn’t help Vermonters who 
are suffering under the weight of 
ridiculous healthcare costs. Do not 
fi ll in the oval next to his name.

Mark Gibson
Bristol

No guarantee of cost, learning benefi ts with merger 
There are several espoused 

advantages to merging our 
school district, MAUSD, with 
the Vergennes school district, 
ANWSD: effi ciency of operation, 
broader opportunities for 
collaboration and sharing — 
particularly at the middle and high 
school levels — and potential cost 
savings.

What interests most voters is 
tax savings and the quality of 
our students’ education. There 
are estimates about the amount 
of money that may be saved by 
combining various aspects of our 
two districts. However, there is no 
certainty about these savings.

Similar arguments were made 
for consolidating our individual 
school boards into one combined 
school board that renamed us 
as MAUSD. Although many 
changes ensued, I have yet to 
hear of signifi cant tax savings or 
improved instruction resulting 
from that transition.

Since consolidation, many 
specialist teachers have been 
assigned to move between two 
schools. This may be more 
effi cient on some levels, but 
it means these teachers are no 
longer fully present at either 
school, narrowing their scope 
and resulting in less fl exibility 
in meeting the needs of students, 

less opportunity to collaborate 
with classroom teachers, less 
opportunity to become part of 
the school culture and pitch in on 
school projects and events.

On the other hand, there has 
been effective collaboration 
and sharing across our three 
neighboring school districts for 
decades.

My stepson, now in his forties, 
attended the Addison Repertory 
Theater (ART) at the Hannaford 
Career Center in Middlebury 
while he was a student at Mount 
Abe. The career center continues 
to offer a range of outstanding 
programs to students across our 
three school districts. Students are 
regularly bused across districts to 
attend these programs.

Likewise, for 18 years, students 
from three districts have attended 
the Walden Project, an outstanding 
alternative public high school 
program in Monkton. While we 
may not be able to shuffl e teachers 
from school to school, our three 
districts already have effective 
collaborative relationships that can 
certainly be further explored and 
developed.

The literature I received from 
the Merger Study Committee 
estimates a $2.5M savings “from 
potential combined middle and 
high schools.”

Given the salary differentials 
between teachers in our two 
districts and the added cost of 
busing, any savings in a merged 
district is far from assured. In fact, 
the Stop the Merger group found 
“no evidence that the merger will 
save costs compared with not 
merging: the merger becomes 
more costly than unmerged after 
the fi rst 3-4 years.”

If the merger passes, we 
are about to elect board 
representatives who will work 
with representatives from 
eight other towns in our two 
present school districts to make 
decisions about the extent of 
the merger. I am unclear where 
our representatives stand on this 
issue, as I have not heard from 
them in any of the Merger Study 
Group literature, in the Addison 
Independent or on Front Porch 
Forum.

Placing merger decisions in 
the hands of a 13-member board 
across nine schools and eight 
towns is not in the best interest 
of students or taxpayers. Equity 
is not the same as uniformity. 
Let’s slow down and build on the 
unique strengths we already have 
in our schools and communities to 
solve the problems at hand.

Alice Leeds
Bristol

‘Stop the Merger’ group’s ads are ‘disengenous’
Stop the Merger (STM) 

is circulating paid adds in 
Front Porch Forum that are 
disingenuous at best. To infer 
that the Addison Northwest and 
Mt. Abraham School Boards 
who created the Merger Study 
Committee (MSC) and their 
administrations that have 
supported the MSC as well as 
the MSC that recommended a 
merger would create problems for 
kids and communities and reduce 
equity as inferred is simply 
inaccurate and incorrect. 

The MSC, with  50% of its 
members now or formerly  in 
the teaching profession and 
the rest community and school 
board members, deliberated 
many months on the benefi ts and 
problems of a merger and found 

that overall a merger is benefi cial 
for the students. A merger will 
provide greater opportunities, 
particularly at the high school 
level, and provide greater ability 
to equitably provide programing 
and support services across all 
elementary, middle, and high 
schools.

Decision-making will not be 
further away. All towns have 
a seat at the table where the 
smallest six towns have 53% to 
the seats and represent 47% of 
the population for discussion. 
Decisions will be made based 
on each town’s proportionate 
population to satisfy the one-
person, one-vote concept.

The MSC heard from a 
transportation consultant who 
prepared six different alternatives 
and demonstrated that ride times 
can be like existing times. Only 
the STM is holding on to an 
option with the longest ride time 
to create fear and doubt. They also 
coupled that with the highest cost 
from another option and infl ated 
to further that fear and doubt. 
Transportation is workable if the 
new school district were to set up 
a separate middle and high school.

The proposed merger 
establishes a district-wide process 
for consideration of school 
closure. This allows for a decision 
by all, not just a select few. And 
to close a school, the district 
must approve the closure by a 
two-thirds majority vote by both 
the board and voters.

This hysteria is being created 

by a group in Starksboro that is 
hyper focused on the perceived 
closure of Robinson Elementary 
School and nothing else. There is 
no indication that they understand 
the signifi cance of the declining 
enrollment issue facing both 
high schools. At best this is 
misinformation, if not outright 
deceitful. It is unfortunate that 
STM cannot advance their 
position based on facts and must 
rely on misinformation.

It seems that we have lost track 
about what the merger vote on 
Nov. 8 consists of. It is to merge 
the two districts. It would result in 
one central offi ce instead of two 
and the projected cost reductions 
($1.3 million) associated with 
that. It will also allow for staff 
to be under one contract for 
fl exibility in working together 
(collaborating) by removing the 
barriers inherent in two districts 
attempting to do the same.

The vote does not include the 
question of merging middle and 
high schools. The vote does not 
include transportation decisions 
for separate middle and high 
school campuses. The vote does 
not include the question of moving 
6th grade to a middle school. 
These are all things that an elected 
board will probably consider as 
they continue to deal with the 
reality of declining enrollment. 
But they are not part of the Nov. 
8 vote. And a new board could 
consider other possibilities. 
The merger study committee 

(See Hanson letter, Page 11A)

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
     388 Exchange Street Open

7 days

www.MiddleburyAgway.com

Not valid with any other 
discounts or sales.

Wild Birding 
Stock-Up 

SALE 

Be sure to reserve your 
birdseed at these lowest 

of the season prices 
while supplies last!

        802-388-4937
Mon. - Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4

ORDER YOUR 
BIRDSEED ON OUR 

STOCK UP SALE NOW 
THROUGH 11/6/22 

AND PICKUP MID 
NOVEMBER
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VERGENNES — The Addison 
County Chamber of Commerce 
recognized several area businesses 
and individuals for excellence this 
past Thursday during its annual 
meeting at the Vergennes Opera 
House. 

The National Bank of Middlebury 
was recognized as the Business of the 
Year. The Community Achievement 
Organization of the Year was given 
to the United Way of Addison 
County, Lisa Phelps of Parlour was 
honored as the Buster Brush Citizen 
of the Year, and Adam Rainville of 
Maple Landmark Woodcrafts was 
named Young Professional of the 
Year. In addition, Sarah Cowan 
and Sue Hoxie were named to the 
Inaugural Hall of Fame Class. 

A few comments about each 
recipient follows: 

• National Bank of Middlebury. 
Nancy Foster made the presentation, 
which is based on a business 
that possesses excellent business 
practices within the workplace, 
has had a positive economic 
impact on the community through 
improvements or sustained efforts, 
made improvements to a building 
or facility that had a positive impact 
on the community and promoted 
Addison County and is a member in 
good standing.

Foster noted the bank, which 
was founded in 1831 and currently 
employs 92, continues to make 
countless contributions to worthwhile 
efforts each year and to volunteer at 
numerous community events, but 
also in 2022 went above and beyond 
the call of duty by providing over 400 
PPP loans to area businesses during 
the pandemic and “met business 
challenges like temporarily pausing 
loan payments to help businesses 
though those trying times. We are 

happy to see so many businesses not 
only survive, but come through the 
pandemic thriving with the help of 
their local bank, National Bank of 
Middlebury.”

• United Way of Addison County: 
The 2022 Community Achievement 
Award was presented by Karen 
Duguay, who noted that the award 
is given annually to a nonprofi t 
chamber member that experiences 
a signifi cant achievement during the 
year and/or has sustained efforts that 
greatly benefi ts its communities.

“For 54 years, United Way of 
Addison County has been a uniter, 
bringing people and resources 
together to solve complex 
problems,” Duguay said. “Today, 
UWAC is a robust resource hub for 
local nonprofi ts, offering funding, 
advocacy support, volunteer power, 
professional development, data 
collection, and more to organizations 
engaged in improving health, 
education, and fi nancial stability 
systems and outcomes.” 

Among the things accomplished 
in the past year, UWAC:

• Increased investments in local 
nonprofi ts by $28,000.

• Invested $60,000 in community 
programs, including the volunteer 
center, Vermont 2-1-1, Stuff the Bus, 
Days of Caring, youth scholarship 
awards and Learn United.

• Provided $25,000 in fl exible 
funding to our local Housing 
Solutions team. 

• Launched Learn United, a 
free nonprofi t seminar series in 
partnership with Hedgehog & Fox 
Collaborative.

• Leveraged $400,000 of Federal 
funding help local youth to make 
healthy choices.

• Secured $30,000 of Vermont 
Department of Health funding to 

address youth vaping.
• Connected 287 volunteers with 

local jobs throughout the county 
during Days of Caring.

“At the heart of UWAC’s mission 
to improve lives and strengthen the 
community,” Duguay concluded, “is 
a strong belief that when our local 
nonprofi t organizations are thriving, 
our community will also thrive. 
You’ll fi nd UWAC staff around 
many tables in Addison County, 
listening, learning, convening, 
problem solving, fi nding and 
leveraging resources, and fi ghting 
for change.”

• Adam Rainville, the Chamber’s 
2022 Young Professional of the 
Year, was introduced by Bob 
Feuerstein, who noted Rainville 
has not only been active within the 
company but also has been an active 
member of the Middlebury Lions 
Club and is currently serving as its 
treasurer. Adam has volunteered for 
the Addison County Sugar Makers 
at Field Days for the past 15 years, 
and currently serves on the Chamber 
Board of Directors as its past chair.

• Lisa Phelps was introduced as 
the 2022 Buster Brush Citizen of the 
Year by Megan Mandigo, who noted 
that Phelps has over the past year, 
“played a role in supporting young 
leaders and entrepreneurs through 
mentorship/coaching opportunities 
and by being a resource for 
education and information. Lisa 
is currently mentoring six college 
students at Middleton and has three 
women apprentices at Parlour, a 
teaching salon. After apprenticing 
for 10 months, they will receive their 
license without having to pay a hefty 
school fee. 

“She has also donated over 
$15,000 to local charities and 
events focusing on children in the 

community,” Mandigo said, adding 
that “Lisa is a business leader who 
hopes that her tireless efforts in 
building up her town changes the 
emptiness we have felt for some 
time.”

• 2022 Hall of Fame Inductees, 
Sarah Cowan and Sue Hoxie: 

Sarah Cowan is Executive Vice 
President of National Bank of 
Middlebury and has been with the 
bank for almost 31 years, currently 
as the bank’s Head of Loan 
Strategy. Cowan is a past President 
and board member of Addison 
County Economic Development 
Corporation and past Chair of the 
Vermont Bankers Association. 
Other community roles included 
serving on the boards of Porter 
Hospital and Porter Medical Center, 
Better Middlebury Partnership 
and Vergennes Area Chamber of 
Commerce.  

Cowan has been able to participate 
on a council of community bankers 
at the national level, as well as on 
a board represented by banks of all 
sizes from across our country. She 
has presented community banking 
issues while sitting in the Federal 
Reserve Board room with (now 
Chair) Jerome Powell and other 
Federal Reserve Board members; 
She has been part of conversations 
with the Comptroller of the Currency 
and Chair of the FDIC. 

Cowan describes herself as “a 
country banker with a strong desire 
to serve my local community,” 
adding “if because of this I’ve made 
a positive impact in banking or in 
improving our local community 
wellbeing, I’ve done my job.”

Sue Hoxie worked at the Addison 
County Chamber for more than 
nine years, fi rst as its director of 
marketing and then acting president 

when her predecessor departed for 
another state. With guidance from 
an involved board and supportive, 
but smaller staff, Hoxie helped 
the chamber regain solid fi nancial 
footing and led the chamber through 
a strategic planning process, which 
resulted in the current tier-based 
membership dues structure. In 
addition, during her tenure, Hoxie led 
the creation of several community 
events that continue to bring visitors 
to Addison County. 

Hoxie has lived in New Jersey, 
New Hampshire and Massachusetts 
and is a graduate of Boston 
University and the Katharine Gibbs 
School. Her early career was spent 
working for high-tech companies 
in the Boston area until she and her 
husband, Dave, relocated to Vermont 
in 2008 to take the chamber’s 
marketing position. 

In 2019, she started Maple Run 
Marketing and for the past four years 
has worked with small businesses 
supporting their marketing efforts 
and with nonprofi ts serving as a 
part-time executive director or event 
planner. She has many past and 
current local business and nonprofi t 
clients that include several Addison 
County Chamber members and 
partners. 

Hoxie is a long-time volunteer 
at Homeward Bound and currently 
serves on its board of directors. 
She previously served on Porter 
Hospital’s Auxiliary Board and 
currently serves on Porter’s 
community relations committee. 

• Lindsay H. Kurrle, Secretary of 
the Vermont Agency of Commerce 
and Community Development, 
was the evening’s keynote speaker. 
During the COVID-19 Pandemic, 
Kurrle led the Governor’s Economic 
Mitigation and Recovery Leadership 
team and Task Force responsible for 
the distribution of more than $300 
million in economic relief funds to 
Vermont businesses.

Chamber of Commerce awards Addison County excellence

LINDSAY H. KURRLE, 
ROBERT FEUERSTEIN, 

DAVID PROVOST

UNITED WAY OF 
ADDISON COUNTY

YOUNG PROFESSIONAL 
OF THE YEAR 

ADAM RAINVILLE

LISA PHELPS, 
MEGAN MANDIGO

COMMUNITY ACHIEVEMENT ORGANIZATION OF THE YEAR
UNITED WAY OF ADDISON COUNTY 

BUSINESS OF THE YEAR NATIONAL BANK OF MIDDLEBURY

HALL OF FAMERS SARAH 
COWAN AND SUE HOXIE
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that long ago transitioned from 
a mere book repository to a 
communal gathering space that 
has 55,000 physical items on its 
lending list, ranging from DVDs to 
snowshoes.

And the Ilsley has another 56,000 
digital e-books and audiobooks 
to go along with its collection of 
traditional books.

“The library has become the 
community’s living 
room,” said Joe 
McVeigh, president 
of the Ilsley Library 
Board of Trustees and 
member of the Ilsley 
Project 100 Team. 
“It’s the one place in 
the community where 
everyone is welcome, 
for free.”

The Middlebury 
area’s “living 
room” was built in 
1924, thanks to the 
generosity of local 
Civil War veteran Col. 
Silas Augustine Ilsley. 
It’s been expanded a 
few times since then 
— most recently in 
1988 — but the space 
is now inadequate and 
poorly configured for 21st-century 
library operations, according to 
McVeigh, Ilsley Executive Director 
Dana Hart and other stakeholders.

A pre-pandemic study performed 
by Burlington architect Gossens 
Bachman outlined an upgrade 
list for the Ilsley that included 
waterproofing the entire perimeter 
of the original 1924 structure; 
modernizing the space, now 
characterized by fixed walls and 
stacks, low ceilings and support 
columns; repairing a poorly lit 
children’s area that suffers from 
ground water leaks, mold and 
a broken wastewater system 
that causes offensive odors; and 
installing a service area for teens 
and tweens.

With most pandemic restrictions 
now lifted and with a major 
downtown rail tunnel project 
put to bed, Middlebury officials 
acknowledge addressing the Ilsley 
Library’s needs should be a big 
project on the town’s to-do list.
NEEDS EXAMINED

In anticipation of a future public 
vote on an Ilsley solution, the town 
recently appointed a project team 
that includes town officials and 
design, construction and financial 
experts as well as library advocates. 
The panel’s 10 members have been 
meeting regularly to identify the 
Ilsley’s needs, study the layout of 
more modern libraries in Vermont, 
and imagine how the Ilsley could 
grow at 75 Main St. or begin a new 
chapter elsewhere downtown.

Ilsley officials have concluded 
the library needs to expand by 
roughly 6,000 square feet, to a total 
of 24,000 square feet. That would 
allow it to, among other things:

• Double the space set aside for 
children’s resources and programs.

• Ensure safety and accessibility 
throughout the library. Currently, 
some of the bookshelves are too 
low or too high for some patrons to 
access, Hart noted.

• Offer additional meeting 
rooms, both large and small.

“There would be a larger 
community meeting room, a 
conference room and several 

smaller meeting rooms to 
accommodate people co-working, 
conducting tele-health and things 
like that,” Hart said.

• Adequate work areas for library 
staff and storage.

• More restrooms.
OPTIONS

So where will the Ilsley house 
those new amenities and its 
standard offerings?

The community will play a 
critical role in that 
decision, and the Ilsley 
100 Project Team has 
come up with four 
concepts to get the 
conversation going:

• Renovate the Ilsley 
within its current 
footprint, while 
repairing its deficient 
elevator, heating and 
ventilation system and 
basement leak.

• Renovate and 
expand the current 
building on-site.

• Renovate the current 
building, but house 
some library programs 
and activities in a non-
adjacent annex for 
more square footage. 
Officials cited the long-

vacant Ben Franklin building at 
63 Main St. as a possible nearby 
annex worth investigating.

• Build a new library on the so-
called Economic Development 
Initiative (EDI) site, consisting 
of 1.42  acres of town-owned 
land off Bakery Lane, behind 
the Ilsley Library. The town in 
2015 reached out to developers 
interested in submitting building 
designs for the EDI site. Four 
business groups declared an initial 
interest in the EDI property, but 
only one of them — a coalition of 
Addison County businesspeople 
called “NexBridge” — submitted a 
proposal to develop the site. 

But the mixed-use development 
plan ultimately didn’t advance, 
because “reportedly, 
the cost well exceeded 
what the project could 
afford,” Middlebury 
Planning & Zoning 
Director Jennifer 
Murray wrote in a 
Sept. 21 presentation 
updating the status of 
the EDI land.

Building a new 
library in concert 
with a broader EDI 
development could 
add at least a few years to the 
construction timetable, McVeigh 
noted. On the other hand, it would 
mean a modern library could be 
designed from the ground up, 
and the Ilsley wouldn’t need a 
temporary home — something that 
would be needed if the final call is 
to fix and expand the 75 Main St. 
structure.

Construction of a new library 
would, however, set the stage for 
a new discussion: What should 
be done with the current Ilsley 
property?

But a lot of work needs to be 
done before the Ilsley project team 
zeroes in on a project site. Hart 
and McVeigh are eager to hear 
residents’ ideas, some of which 
have already been recorded in past 
efforts to fix the Ilsley’s space woes. 
Those efforts were interrupted for 
two years during the COVID-19 

pandemic, during which access to 
the Ilsley was greatly reduced as a 
public health measure.

“The town has given a lot of 
input on what it would like to see 
at the library already, and I don’t 
want people to feel that wasn’t 
heard. We’re not starting over; 
we’re very much building on the 
work that’s been done,” Hart said.

Hart wants to see all 
demographics represented at the 
upcoming public meetings, as 
the library means different things 
to different folks. Technology 
continues to improve in a way 
that will allow more of the Ilsley’s 
assets to be accessed remotely. 
But Hart stressed that books aren’t 
going anywhere. The library will 
maintain its collection of tens 
of thousands of books and does 
regular circulation checks on 
each. Those that aren’t frequently 
checked out over a three-year 
period are swapped out (with 
exceptions) for an equal number of 
new books, according to Hart.

“We are not seeing any dip in the 
use of our physical collection,” she 
said.
AN ACTIVE PLACE

Gone are the days when people 
used libraries only sporadically to 
borrow a book or sit down for a 
quiet study period. The Ilsley has 
become a place where people look 
online for jobs, work remotely, 
receive literacy programming and 
seek refuge from bad weather. 
The Ilsley’s meeting room hosts 
groups of all political, social 
and educational stripes. In 2019 
alone, the library offered 900 
programs that were enjoyed by 
18,232 attendees. Those programs 
included lecture series, book and 
film clubs, and cooking lessons.

With its broadening mission, 
McVeigh stressed the importance 
of picking a space solution that 
will allow the Ilsley to adapt to 
new library trends that emerge.

“We don’t know what libraries 
are going to look like 50 years 

down the road, so 
whatever we come up 
with we want it to be 
flexible; it needs to be 
open spaces — which 
is exactly what we 
don’t have in our 1988 
addition,” he said.

The Ilsley 100 Project 
Team’s Wednesday, 
Nov. 16, meeting will 
begin at 7 p.m. in the 
library’s community 
meeting room. A 

second, virtual meeting has been 
scheduled for Friday, Nov. 18, 
at noon; check out the Ilsley 100 
website at tinyurl.com/4nmdatrk 
for access instructions for that 
meeting and a wealth of materials 
on the library improvement effort.

Those who can’t make one of 
those meetings may email thoughts 
about Ilsley’s expansion to dana.
hart@ilsleypubliclibrary.org.

While a pandemic and high cost 
estimates have cooled previous 
attempts to improve the Ilsley, Hart 
believes the time is now right.

 “This time, we have to get 
it right, and we have a limited 
amount of time in this building 
before we have to make serious 
and costly upgrades,” she said. 
“We have a group very committed 
to doing this and we want to work 
with the community on it. It is 
going to move forward this time.”

Ilsley
(Continued from Page 1A)

village’s historic character. 
The endeavor is part of Bristol’s 

work with a $9,800 Bylaw 
Modernization Grant the town 
received earlier this year from 
the Department of Housing and 
Community Development. With 
the grant, Vermont municipalities 
can work with regional planners 
and consultants to explore zoning 
updates to create more housing. 

“The whole intent of the 
grant is a state effort to increase 
housing options,” Bristol Planning 
Commission Chair Kevin Hanson 
said. “The interest is to maintain 
and improve core areas of 
development, and the village of 
Bristol fits very nicely into that.”

The Bristol Planning 
Commission will focus on updates 
to zoning standards in Bristol’s 
village planning area. 

Lougee said some of what town 
planners will look at is whether 
regulations pertaining to density or 
allowed uses could be adapted to 

allow for more housing options. 
For example, planners could 

explore whether existing density 
requirements in the village are 
appropriate or could be eased to 
allow for more development, or if 
permitted uses could be expanded 
to accommodate more types of 
housing in Bristol.  

Some of the housing types the 
commission said bylaws might be 
able to better support are accessory 
dwelling units, which are smaller, 
self-contained residential 
units located on the same lot 
as an existing single-family 
home. Lougee said regulations 
surrounding the development of 
these units is something planners 
will explore. 

“We’ll see whether or not there 
are things we can change that 
might inspire someone to create an 
accessory dwelling unit and maybe 
help them along,” Lougee said. 

Planners will also look at how 
to address on-street parking 
needs, increase the walkability 

MONTPELIER — Hunters are 
gearing up for the start of Vermont’s 
16-day regular deer season, which 
begins Saturday, Nov. 12 and ends 
Sunday, Nov. 27. 

A hunter may take one legal buck 
during this season if they did 
not already take one during 
the archery deer season. The 
definition of a legal buck 
depends on the Wildlife 
Management Unit (WMU). 
A map of the WMUs is 
on pages 22 and 23 of the 
“2022 Vermont Hunting & 
Trapping Guide” available from 
license agents statewide. 

In WMUs C, D1, D2, E1, E2, G, 
I, L, M, P, and Q a legal buck is any 
deer with at least one antler three 
inches or more in length.

In WMUs A, B, F1, F2, H, J1, 
J2, K, N, and O a legal buck is any 
deer with at least one antler with 
two or more antler points one inch 
in length or longer.

“The greatest numbers of deer 
continue to be in western regions 
of the state and other valley areas,” 
said Vermont Fish and Wildlife’s 

deer biologist Nick Fortin. “The 
Green Mountains and Northeast 
Kingdom offer more of a big 
woods experience with fewer, but 
often larger, deer.” 

Vermont hunting licenses include 
a buck tag for this season 
and a late season bear tag 
(for Nov. 12-20). They cost 
$28 for residents and $102 
for nonresidents. Hunters 
under 18 years of age get 
a break at $8 for residents 

and $25 for nonresidents. 
Licenses are available on Fish 

and Wildlife’s website and from 
license agents statewide. 

As ever, hunters are encouraged 
to wear a fluorescent orange hat and 
vest to help maintain Vermont’s 
very good hunting season safety 
record.

A 2022 Deer Season Hunting 
Guide can be downloaded from 
the VF&W’s website at www.
vtfishandwildlife.com. The guide 
includes a map of the WMUs, 
season dates, regulations, and 
other helpful information.

Hunters are required to report 

deer in person at a big game 
reporting station during the regular 
season. Online reporting will not be 
available. This requirement allows 
biologists to collect important 
information from as many deer as 
possible.

In Addison County hunters who 
get a deer on Nov. 12 or 13 can 
help Vermont’s deer management 
program by reporting their deer at 
biological check station Rack N 
Reel in New Haven. They will be 
staffed from 9 a.m. to 7p.m. unless 
the store closes earlier:

Hunters who do not go to a 
biological reporting station are 
asked to provide a tooth from 
their deer. Obtain a tooth envelope 
from your regular reporting 
agent. Remove one of the middle 
incisor teeth, being careful to 
include the root. Place the tooth 
in the envelope and give it to the 
reporting agent. Each tooth will 
be cross sectioned to accurately 
determine the deer’s age, and the 
results will be posted on the Fish 
and Wildlife website next spring.

HUNTERS WHO GET a deer on opening weekend of the Nov. 12-27 deer season can help Vermont’s 
deer management program by reporting their deer at a biological check station.

Photo courtesy of VF&W

Deer hunters urged to wear orange

Housing
(Continued from Page 1A) of the village area and support 

business development in Bristol. 
Hanson said to support developing 
businesses, zoning regulations 
could be updated to accommodate 
the development of live-work 
housing options.  

“Zoning has evolved over the last 
40 or 50 years, and how you allow 
business development in an area is 
going back to a blended, traditional 
model, where someone maybe had 

(See Bristol, Page 14A)

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
     388 Exchange Street Open

7 days

www.MiddleburyAgway.com

        802-388-4937
Mon. - Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4

JOIN US ON
SAT., NOV. 19th
FROM 10- 11 am

MUSHROOMS 
OF VERMONT 

PRESENTATION WITH 
MEG MADDEN

Join author, photographer, 
and mycology educator, 
Meg Madden on a visual 

tour of her favorite 
photography subject — the 
colorful, fascinating, and 

extraordinary world
of mushrooms.

“The library 
has become the 
community’s 
living room. It’s 
the one place in 
the community 
where everyone 
is welcome, for 
free.”

— Joe McVeigh

“The town has 
given a lot of 
input on what 
it would like 
to see at the 
library already, 
and I don’t 
want people to 
feel that wasn’t 
heard. We’re 
not starting 
over; we’re 
very much 
building on the 
work that’s 
been done.”

— Dana Hart 
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‘Amahl’ redux

A year after a planned encore, a 

beloved opera returns to a Salis-

bury church. See Arts+Leisure.

By the way
By the way

Not quite...

The Panther men’s hockey team 

showed promise its first games, 

but fell just short. See Page 1B.

Giving
Some Bristol neighbors held a 

festive gathering that collected 

food for donation. See Page 14A.

Departing Sheldon director made his mark on local history

Brooks brought flair to museum exhibits

(See Brooks, Page 16A)

Lt. gov. first to enter

race for Congress

Shelters
fill up as
temps dip
COVID measures 

limiting capacity

(See Shelters, Page 11A)

(See Gray, Page 15A)

Mt. Abe seeks healing after threats

Officials act and students speak out

$8M Career
Center bond
in the works

(See Career Center, Page 13A)

(See Gun scare, Page 10A)

Flag displays touched off the turmoil

(See Flags, Page 9A)

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Patricia 

Hannaford Career Center (PHCC) 

directors are reviewing an $8.1 

million plan to renovate the 

Middlebury school’s Charles 

Avenue and North Campus 

buildings, in anticipation of 

presenting it to area voters as a 

bond proposal as soon as next 

March.
The bulk of the project would 

involve energy-related repairs 

and upgrades to the PHCC’s 

50-year-old main building at 51 

Charles Ave. Completed in 1971, 

this 63,000-square-foot structure 

still operates with much of its 

original heating, ventilation, air-

conditioning, electrical, plumbing 

and lighting infrastructure, 

according to PHCC Superintendent 

Dana Peterson.

The Career Center board recently 

commissioned ENE Systems Inc. 

and Energy Efficient Investments 

Inc. to audit the energy systems 

and operating costs in the school’s 

two campuses. They found many 

deficiencies and are now pitching 

a menu of solutions — including 

With COVID-19 around it’s 

more difficult for people to go 

caroling or attend a Messiah 

sing-along. So Middlebury’s 

Town Hall Theater has found 

a way to bring the season into 

everyone’s living room — 

and raise money for hungry 

Addison County residents in the 

process. The artistic nonprofit 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Addison 

County’s two emergency homeless 

shelters are already full and 

carrying waiting lists as bone- 

chilling temperatures, sleet and 

snow once again take center stage 

in the Champlain Valley.

The Charter House Coalition 

(CHC) Emergency Shelter at 27 

North Pleasant St. in Middlebury 

has already reached its max of 24 

guests, while another 28 individuals 

are waiting in the wings in hopes 

of securing a spot, according to 

Heidi Lacey, the shelter’s top 

administrator.

Meanwhile, the eight shelter 

units at John Graham Housing & 

Services in Vergennes are also full, 

serving a total of 22 adults and 

children, according to Executive 

Director Susan Whitmore.

Like Lacey, Whitmore has noted 

a recent surge in folks seeking to 

come in from the weather. Some 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Some look 

upon history as a dispassionate 

examination of objects from a 

bygone era, their 

significance buried 

by “progress” and the 

sands of time.

That’s never been 

the case for Bill 

Brooks, who’s always 

sought to make history 

come alive.
Brooks has helmed 

Middlebury’s Henry 

Sheldon Museum of 

Vermont History for 

only 10 of its 137 

years, but his many 

contributions have 

made an immeasurable 

impact on how locals 

and visitors will 

perceive Addison 

County for many decades to come.

Brooks began as the Sheldon’s 

executive director on June 5, 2012, 

after having spent eight years as the 

development director of the Calvin 

Coolidge Memorial Foundation 

in Plymouth Notch. Now closing 

in on his 80th year, Brooks will 

soon pass the torch to the next 

steward of the Sheldon — the 

oldest community-based museum 

in the country. He’s seen a lot of 

history and wants to 

make some of his own, 

in what promises to be 

an active retirement.

“I think the Sheldon 

would benefit by new 

leadership,” Brooks 

said during a recent 

interview at the Park 

Street museum. “I’ve 

certainly enjoyed my 

10 years, but when 

you turn 80, things 

slow down a little. I 

think a younger person 

with new ideas is very 

important.”
It’s hard to imagine 

a successor topping 

Brooks’s plentiful 

ideas, which have seen him pair 

local artists, photographers, 

educators, orators and other 

creative folks with a range of 

beautiful, basic, evocative and 

quirky items in the Sheldon’s attic 

for delightfully themed exhibits.

BILL BROOKS WILL soon step down as director of the Henry Sheldon Museum of Vermont History after 

a very eventful decade. He helped bring new, vibrant exhibits to the Middlebury museum that combined 

art, history and the talents of Addison County residents. Here he stands in front of a series of miniature 

Christmas trees crafted by local residents that will be auctioned as a fundraiser for the museum.

Independent photo/John Flowers

“Having 

these various 

exhibits, two or 

three a year, 

that feature 

both history 

and art and fill 

the rooms of 

the museum, 

allows local 

visitors to come 

back and see 

new things.”

— Bill Brooks

By ANGELO LYNN

BURLINGTON — Early 

Monday morning, Vermont Lt. 

Gov. Molly Gray declared her 

candidacy for Vermont’s lone 

congressional seat being vacated 

by Congressman Peter Welch.

A lifelong Vermonter, Gray, 

37, was born and raised in South 

Newbury, Vt., on a vegetable 

and dairy farm still operated by 

her family today. She has served 

Vermont in Washington as an 

aide to Congressman Welch, 

statewide as an assistant attorney 

general and now as lieutenant 

governor. Before entering public 

office, Gray spent her career 

advocating for human rights and MOLLY  GRAY

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

BRISTOL — After almost 90% 

of students stayed away from 

Mount Abraham Union Middle/

High School on Friday, Dec. 3, 

attendance returned to almost 

normal this week, though not 

fully, Principal Shannon Warden 

said on Wednesday morning. She 

was scheduled to speak later that 

morning with a student who was 

still apprehensive about resuming 

classes.
Students, educators and 

community members this week 

were trying to make sense of an 

outburst of unrest at the Bristol 

school last week that culminated in 

a threat that a student would bring a 

weapon to school.

The Mount Abraham Unified 

School District and the Bristol 

Police Department worked late 

into the night on Thursday and 

determined that those threats were 

not credible, but by then almost all 

of the school’s parents had decided 

to keep their children home from 

school the following day.

Mount Abe instituted a ban 

on flag-related attire on Dec. 

2. Warden said in an email to 

parents that day that the ban was 

in response to a recent trend of a 

small number of students wearing 

politically themed flags or banners 

as capes. The school had initially 

permitted this activity as a form 

of self-expression, but banned 

it Thursday because it had “led 

to inappropriate, disrespectful, 

hurtful, hateful dialogue between 

students and adults.” (See “Flag 

Displays” story on this page.)

As events unfolded at Mount 

Abe, school communities around 

the country were already on edge 

after a Nov. 30 school shooting in 

Oxford, Mich., left four students 

dead and seven others wounded. 

The suspect in that case, a 15-year-

old student at the school, was 

charged with first-degree murder 

and terrorism. His parents have 

also been arrested and charged in 

the case.

By JOHN FLOWERS

BRISTOL — Only 75 of the 

650 students enrolled at Mount 

Abraham Union Middle/High 

School came to the Bristol 

school out of fear that student 

unrest the previous day could 

escalate into violence. Mount 

Abe had received a threat that 

someone would bring a weapon 

to the Bristol school.

The source of the unrest: flags, 

some worn as capes.

School officials on Friday said 

a weapon threat issued Thursday 

was traced to one student. 

Following an investigation that 

spanned into Thursday night, 

Bristol police concluded there 

was “no credible threat to the 

Mount Abraham community 

and we were safe to hold 

classes on Friday,” MAUSD 

Smile for Santa

A VERY SMALL child takes her turn having a socially distant visit with Santa and Mrs. Claus in the new park in downtown Middlebury 

this past Saturday morning. The Christmas couple sat at a safe distance while they met with youngsters during the kickoff to the Better 

Middlebury Partnership’s Very Merry Middlebury celebration. See more photos on Page 2A. Photo by Jason Duquette-Hoffman

Interested in selling the Interested in selling the Addison IndependentAddison Independent at your business?  at your business? 
Call 802.388.4944 or email frontdesk@addisonindependent.com Call 802.388.4944 or email frontdesk@addisonindependent.com 

and chat with Sadie!and chat with Sadie!

Stop by any of these 60+ locations
for your copy of Addison County’s 

award-winning community newspaper!

Meet Sadie!
Our Circulation 

Manager
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A new classicA Dickens story we know & love 
will take the stage at Town Hall 
Theater. See Arts + Leisure.

By the way
By the way

Four-peat
The Middlebury College field 
hockey team dominated the 
NCAA Final Four. See Page 1B.

’Tis the seasonLook inside to find out what’s 
going on in all the area towns in 
our 40-page Holiday Guide.

HOPE Holiday Shop readies for kids in need

(See Holiday shop, Page 14A)

(See Hunters, Page 15A)

Eagle coach leads through empowermentStetson teaches more than skills

(See Stetson, Page 11A)

Career Ctr. redefines its priorities for the future

(See Career Ctr., Page 12A)

RNESU chief Collinsretiring at year’s end
Led schools through Act 46, COVID

(See Collins, Page 7A)

(See Nuovos, Page 12A)

Local sweethearts enter
10th decade – together

Young andother newhunters bagsome bucksOne novice killed a 195-pound, 9-pointer

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Helping 
Overcome Poverty’s Effects 
(HOPE) will reopen its Holiday 
Shop to in-person browsing next 
week after a two-year hiatus forced 
by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Located at the HOPE 
headquarters at 282 Boardman St. 
in Middlebury, the Holiday Shop 

features a hefty selection of free 
toys, books, puzzles and other gift 
options for low-income residents 
who otherwise couldn’t afford to 
provide their children Christmas 
presents. Jeanne Montross, 
executive director of HOPE, said 
the shop will likely serve around 
600 Addison County children over 
the next month.

As always, area individuals, 
businesses and places of worship 
are providing key donations that 
will allow HOPE to stock the 
Holiday Shop tables with super, 
eye catching gifts for kids ages 
birth through 18.“It’s a nice community effort 

that’s coming together,” Montross 
said during a recent interview at 

the shop.Organizers promise a return 
to “near-normal” shopping 
conditions. While patrons will 
need to social distance and wear 
face coverings, they’ll be able to 
choose gifts in person. That’s a 
departure from last year, when 
COVID-19 conditions required 

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — The town 
of Middlebury is home to many 
majestic sights — including the 
Otter Creek Falls, stately places of 
worship, and rolling, verdant hills.

But one of its most endearing and 
uplifting sights is the daily stroll 
of one of the community’s most 

senior and accomplished couples. 
If you’re lucky, you’ll spot Victor 
and Betty Nuovo just about any 
morning, walking hand-in-hand 
along Main and/or Weybridge 
streets. Both 90 years old and 
married for 68 years, the Nuovos 
breathe life into the impossible 

BETTY AND VICTOR Nuovo, one of Middlebury’s most accomplished 

and cherished couples, are each celebrating a 90th birthday, with 68 

years of marriage and many accomplishments to reflect upon.
Independent photo/Angelo S. Lynn

The Addison County 
jobless rate in October was 
1.4%, representing a drop 
from the 1.8% registered 
in September, according to 
the Vermont Department of 
Labor. Meanwhile, Vermont’s 
unemployment rate remained at 
2.8% in October, according to 

By ANDY KIRKALDYADDISON COUNTY — Young 
and first-time hunters combined to 
bring 121 deer to Addison County’s 
seven wildlife reporting stations 
after going out during Youth Hunting 
Weekend on Oct. 23 and 24. 

That total was the second-highest 
for an Addison County Youth 
Hunting Weekend, trailing only 
2019’s record high of 142. Other 
annual takes ranged from a low of 
78 in 2015 to 110 in both 2017 and 
2018.

For 2020, a wrinkle Department 
of Fish and Wildlife officials 
introduced no doubt boosted 
Youth Weekend numbers. Starting 
last year and this year, F&W has 
allowed first-time deer-hunting 
license holders ages 16 and up to 
join younger hunters during Youth 
Hunting Weekend, which now 
doubles as Novice Weekend. 

Still, 2021’s total ran ahead of 
2020’s youth weekend, during 
which young and novice hunters 
brought 105 deer to one of the 
following Addison County reporting 
stations: Rack ’N Reel in New 
Haven, Vermont Field Sports in 
Middlebury, Buxton’s Store in 
Orwell, West Addison General 
Store, Lincoln General Store, Green 
Mountain Trails End in Bristol, 
and C&S Hunting Supplies in East 
Middlebury.Overall, as of the end of the 

opening weekend of the 16-day rifle 
season (Nov. 14) hunters had taken 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
BRISTOL — Kayla Bessette 

used to think there was no way 
other people could love and 
appreciate Mary Stetson the 
way she does.“And then (earlier this month) 

at our Mt. Abe Varsity Field 
Hockey Banquet, the seniors 
attempted to talk about Mary 
and everything she has taught 
them and given them,” Bessette 
told the Independent last week. 
“Through the tears the point was 
driven home that it’s not just 
me. It’s all of her players. Mary 
Stetson emulates all things 
‘Eagle Nation.’”Mary Stetson began teaching 

at Mount Abraham Union High 
School in 1982 and has coached 
field hockey there for the past 
30 years. The program she built 
at the school is legendary, and 
for the past eight years she has 
served as the New England/

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — The 
Patricia Hannaford Career Center 
is generally doing a good job, 
but should consider adding new 
courses — such as veterinary 
science, dental hygiene and 
robotics — to reflect some of the 
evolving professional interests of 
its students.Those were among the 

takeaways of a lengthy “visioning” 
process that saw career center 
students, educators, business 
partners and community members 
take a thorough look at the school’s 
offerings and solicit feedback on 
how to better tailor vocational-
technical education for Addison 
County teens and adults.That visioning process began 

during the fall of 2019, when a 
team of Patricia Hannaford Career 

By ANGELO LYNNBRANDON — After 41 years as 
an educator, including 17 years as a 
superintendent, Rutland Northeast 
Supervisory Union Superintendent 
Jeanné Collins, 63, last Friday 
announced her resignation at the 
end of this school year. She said 
her decision was prompted by a 
change in her personal life.

“It’s bittersweet. It’s hard to let 
go,” Collins said, “but I’d like a 

different work-life balance.” 
Collins is engaged to be married 

to Mike Deweese, director of 
the Vermont Superintendents 
Association Leadership Academy, 
this coming May. Collins lives 
in Shelburne and Deweese is in 
Enosburg Falls.Collins became the 

superintendent of RNESU in 
2014, a move from the Burlington 

The chicken winner is…
EDORAH FRAZER, PRINCIPAL of Starksboro’s Robinson Elementary School, presents a chicken 

to first-grader Elijah Purinton, who suggested the name — “Snowy Chicken” — that the school voted 

to submit to the Vermont Agency of Transportation’s snowplow naming contest. The chicken will 

travel from class to class as the students do things that contribute to the greatness of the school. 

See more snowplow photos from other local schools on Page 2A.

Photo by Myriah Cogswell

MOUNT ABE FIELD hockey coach Mary Stetson looks on as her team prepares for the 2021 season 

this past August. When the Eagles won their fourth Division II state championship in a row this month, 

it was the second time Stetson’s program has had a championship “four-peat” since she started 

coaching the program in 1992.

Independent photo/Steve James
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Unbeaten
College women’s hockey grounds 

the Gulls to keep its winning 

streak alive. See Sports, Page 1B.

Graffi  ti or art?
Someone is pasting images 

around town, but where are they 

coming from? See Page 3A.

City police, Turning Point o� ering quick help to people in crisis

iPads allow for remote counseling

Vergennes seeks 
$25M sewer bond
Offi cials: It’s a great time for grants

ACSD to ask for 5.3% 

increase in spending

New canning facility could 

add 25 jobs at Aqua ViTea

Artim to leave Middlebury 

selectboard after 12 years
Could Lincoln, Ripton schools join forces?

Residents excited by the possibilities

And beverage start-ups would get help, too

(See Vergennes, Page 10A)

(See Aqua ViTea, Page 11A)

(See ACSD, Page 9A)

(See Schools, Page 11A)

(See Artim, Page 10A)

(See City police, Page 12A)

By ANDY 
KIRKALDY

VERGENNES — 

Thanks to Turning 

Point Center of 

Addison County, 

Vergennes Police 

Department offi cers 

this week have new 

tools at their disposal 

that can help citizens 

in need — two iPads.

Those tablet 

computers will 

travel with city 

police offi cers in 

their cruisers. If the 

offi cers encounter 

anyone who, in their 

judgment, would 

benefi t from a face-

to-face talk with one 

of Turning Point’s 13 

peer substance abuse 

coaches (at least one of whom is 

available 24/7) the offi cers can 

hand them one of the iPads.

A push of a 

button, and within 

60 seconds a trained 

peer coach will 

appear on the screen 

to listen and talk 

to, encourage, and 

support the person 

in a substance abuse 

crisis, according to 

Vergennes Police 

Chief George 

Merkel. 
“There are people 

we are dealing with 

that we can get to 

the coach to provide 

support and services 

(for), who need a 

coach … to help work 

through some of their 

issues, substance 

abuse or whatever 

else,” Merkel said.

Turning Point Center Executive 

Director Jennifer Mayhew said 

“They (offi cers) 

are out on the 

road, not always 

in the offi ce. The 

iPad seemed 

like a creative 

way to have 

access to people 

immediately, 

really in those 

most vulnerable 

moments when 

people are 
willing to think 

about rehab or 

treatment.” 
— Turning Point 

Executive Director 

Jennifer Mayhew

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — 

Nick Artim stepped onto 

Middlebury’s political stage a 

dozen years ago with a desire to 

do his civic duty and leave the 

community a better place for 

future generations.
He will step down from the 

Middlebury selectboard on 

March 1, having helped guide 

the town during a pandemic and 

an unparalleled investment in its 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

ADDISON COUNTY — Lincoln 

and Ripton, which voted last year 

to withdraw from their school 

districts, have begun exploring the 

idea of creating a new supervisory 

union to handle the administrative 

services they might not be able to 

afford individually.
“It’s one of the most exciting 

moments we’ve had in a long, 

embattled year, to be sitting with 

people who are really visioning 

something that is proactive 

and unique, but also still really 

supporting the values that our 

towns hold dear,” Ripton School 

District (RSD) board member 

Molly Witters told the Independent

earlier this month.
Since voting to leave the 

Addison Central School District 

last January and subsequently 

receiving the blessing of district 

member towns, Ripton has formed 

its own school district and now 

awaits a complicated decision 

by the Vermont State Board of 

Education (VSBE).
Lincoln voted in August to 

leave the Mount Abraham Unifi ed 

School District and awaits possible 

ratifi cation of district member 

communities on Town Meeting 

Day, March 1.

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Beverage 

maker Aqua ViTea is looking to 

substantially increase its canning 

capabilities, allowing it to hit a new 

gear in its kombucha production 

while also giving it the capacity to 

become a major incubator for small 

startup beverage companies.

Woodchuck Cider, a Middlebury 

industrial park neighbor, is shaping 

up as the other major player in 

this beverage-incubator venture, 

noted Aqua ViTea Founder/CEO 

Jeff Weaber. In short, Aqua ViTea 

is poised to acquire a 100-cans-

per-minute processing line from 

By ANDY KIRKALDY 

VERGENNES — With the 

expectation state and federal grants 

could pay for up to half of the 

cost, the Vergennes City Council 

on Tuesday decided to put a $25.5 

million bond proposal on the city 

ballot in March that if approved 

would fund a complete overhaul of 

the city’s troubled sewer collection 

system and treatment plant.

If city offi cials’ and consultants’ 

optimism about grant support is 

rewarded, most Vergennes sewer 

users would see an annual increase 

over the next few years from $500 

to $850 to fund bond payments, 

according to offi cial estimates.

Those bond-related increases 

would not be immediate, and most 

would be phased in as work is 

completed, according to offi cials. 

The Tuesday decision came 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — The Addison 

Central School District board on 

Monday unanimously agreed to 

present voters with a 2022-23 

budget of $41,578,089 that refl ects 

$34,594,034 in local education 

spending — a 5.3% increase 

compared to this year.

“This FY23 budget responds 

to an unprecedented educational 

environment in which the needs of 

our students and communities have 

shifted how our schools operate,” 

according to ACSD Superintendent 

Peter Burrows. “With the increased 

social and emotional needs of our 

students, we have worked to adapt 

traditional educational approaches 

to meet each student where they 

are. Much of this work at the 

budgetary level has consisted of 

shifts and increases to staffi ng in 

The Bridport Grange and 

the Addison County Farm 

Bureau have made the diffi cult 

decision to cancel their legislative 

breakfast series this winter due 

to the COVID-19 pandemic. It’s 

A moving sight
The 19th-century New 

Haven Junction Train Depot 

turns the corner from Route 7 

onto Route 17 in New Haven in 

predawn hours Wednesday, 

left, and later continues 

eastbound up the fi rst hill on 

Route 17 on its way to a new 

home on North Street. State 

offi cials said it was too close 

to the tracks for new higher-

speed passenger trains. See 

more photos on Pages 2A 

and 4A.
Photos by the Independent’s Steve 

James (above) and James Duggan of 

Vermont State Historic Sites

VERGENNES POLICE CHIEF George Merkel gives an iPad from the Turning Point Center a test run 

Tuesday. Police can give the iPad to people dealing with substance abuse issues and it will connect them 

to a quick face-to-face link with a peer recovery coach. Independent photo/Steve James
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information was compiled in May.
“The number is massive and 

hard to wrap your mind around,” 
said Bruce Macintire, the ACSD’s 
director of facilities.

He stressed the TruexCullins 
assessment doesn’t reflect any 
building additions or major 
renovations.

“All this is doing is fixing 
what’s worn out and broken,” he 
said.

One of the most stunning 
takeaways from the report is 
the suggestion that the ACSD 
consider replacing the current 
MUHS building. It was erected 
in 1955, with major updates, 
expansions and/or renovations in 
1966, 1970, 1991 and 1997.

Why is TruexCullins 
recommending replacement of 
MUHS? It’s primarily based on a 
Facility Condition Index analysis 
the company performed on MUHS 
and the eight other ACSD school 
buildings. The FCI is a quality 
rating tool that compares the cost 
of repairing a structure to an as-
new state, versus replacing it with 
a new building. Macintire noted 
that in design/engineering circles, 
the tipping point for building new 
versus repairing occurs when a 
structure’s FCI hits 70% or more.

The current FCI calculation 
for MUHS is 86%, according 
to TruexCullins, meaning that 
the cost of repairs would equal 
86%of the cost of just replacing 
the whole thing.

Most of the ACSD’s other 
school buildings have FCI 
calculations of below 50%, 
but Weybridge Elementary’s is 
now 74% and Bridport Central 
School’s is 68%.

It should also be noted that the 
Vermont Agency of Education 
has established a “School Facility 
Inventory Dashboard” through 
which it is compiling information 
on the condition of all schools 
in the state. It’s a precursor 
to inspections the agency is 
organizing for all public school 
buildings, according to Macintire. 
You can check out your school’s 
status on the dashboard by going 
to tinyurl.com/yeywe59d.

Around four years ago ACSD 
commissioned TruexCullins to 
conduct a thorough facilities 
assessment of its seven elementary 
schools, a mission it completed 
in 2019, not long before the start 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
company was then tasked with 
reviewing the condition of MUMS 
and MUHS. In May, TruexCullins 
came up with a list of needed 
fixes for those two structures, 
along with updated cost estimates 
for the elementary schools.
WHAT NEEDS FIXING

Here are some of the company’s 
findings:

• The most urgent repair needs 
at MUHS involve asbestos 
abatement, entrance security, 
building code and ADA issues, 
some uninsulated walls, roofing 
repairs, window replacements, 

cabinetry repair and replacement, 
locker room updates, replacement 
of flooring, boosting electrical 
infrastructure and installation of 
new lighting.

Estimated cost of repairs: 
Around $61 million.

The company placed MUHS’s 
replacement cost at $70.6 million, 
but that doesn’t include finding 
new land on which to build and 
demolition of the old structure.

• Built in 1996, MUMS is the 
district’s “newest” building and is 
in need of roughly $18.1 million 
in repairs and upgrades. The 
structure is in particular need of 
building code, paving, insulation, 
windows, cabinetry repair and 
replacement, kitchen and lighting 
improvements.

• Roughly $79 million of the 
$110 million in recommended 
upgrades to ACSD school buildings  
is associated with MUMS and 
MUHS. The remaining $31 
million is spread among the seven 
elementary schools, ranging from 
$2 million for Ripton Elementary 
to $12.7 million for Middlebury’s 
Mary Hogan Elementary.

• All nine ACSD school buildings 
carry a combined replacement cost 
of $182,242,500.

And again, all these numbers are 
already outdated due to inflation 
and rising construction costs.

Macintire will spend the coming 
weeks networking with the 
district’s facilities committee to 
cobble a presentation for the full 
board, tentatively slated to occur 
Monday, Nov. 28. The information 
will inform ACSD officials as they 
determine the timing and price tag 
of a capital improvement bond to 
present to district voters.

ACSD board members, during a 
gathering last month, stressed they 
don’t anticipate a bond anywhere 
near $110 million, nor do they 
anticipate calling for a new MUHS 
building.

But they acknowledged some of 
the buildings are in dire need of 
work. Prioritizing which schools 
get that work — and how much — 
will be a major conversation topic 
for the board during the coming 
months.

“As we look at K-12, that ($110 
million) number is astronomical, 
in terms of the work that needs to 
be done,” ACSD Superintendent 
Peter Burrows said. “Part of the 
question is going to be how much 
to invest now, versus investing in 
10 years, and where?”

ACSD board member James 
Malcolm, who served for many 
years on the former UD-3 board 
that governed MUMS and 
MUHS, said he sees no hunger 
among voters for a new high 
school building. But he said the 
TruexCullins report will give the 
board perspective as it enters the 
next phase of evaluating and fixing 
its buildings.

“I see this as a big-picture thing, 
until we decide as a district if 
we’re going to deal in a big way 
with all our facilities,” he said.

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

ACSD
(Continued from Page 1A)

an office at their house,” Hanson 
said. “That’s part of the thing 
(the commission) can do to have 
maybe a more immediate impact 
on development.”

Hanson said planners, when 
possible, will look at how revisions 
to zoning rules in Bristol’s other 
planning areas could 
be combined with 
their work to have a 
broader impact. 

“Hopefully we’ll 
have time to check 
on the other planning 
areas, and if there’s 
stuff that we can 
combine, change 
and fix we would be 
considering that,” he 
said. 

Other recent 
efforts to address 
housing needs in 
Bristol include the 
start of construction 
on the Firehouse 
Apartments, which 
will consist of 20 
affordable housing units located 
near the town’s fire station. Lougee 
credited the town for the work it’s 
done in updating zoning rules to 
allow for such projects, as well as 
for their continued efforts to create 
more housing opportunities.  

“Bristol is one of the areas in 
the region that’s been doing a lot 
to address housing; they’ve made 
some significant changes to their 
zoning a couple of years ago to 
enable that (Firehouse Apartments) 

project. I’m glad to see them 
continuing that work,” he said. 

One of the ways the commission 
will look at creating more 
affordable housing is by trying 
to obtain designation as a 
Neighborhood Development Area 
from the state of Vermont, which 
would incentivize developers 

to build affordable 
housing in Bristol. 

“If we were 
somehow to be 
successful in garnering 
that designation that 
would help developers 
that are looking to 
establish development 
get grants,” Hanson 
said.

Those interested 
in following along 
with the planning 
c o m m i s s i o n ’ s 
discussions of 
existing zoning 
bylaws can attend the 
commission’s monthly 
meetings. Previous 

meeting minutes may be found 
on the town website, tinyurl.com/
bristolplanningcommission. 
WORK IN LINCOLN 

Meanwhile, Lincoln was 
another Addison County town to 
receive a Bylaw Modernization 
Grant earlier this year. The town 
netted $9,000 to fund its work 
with ACRPC Community Planner 
Katie Raycroft-Meyer. The town 
is just getting started in its work 
with the grant, and Raycroft-
Meyer said before exploring 

potential changes she and the 
planning commission will look at 
the historic pattern of development 
in Lincoln and compare that with 
existing zoning regulations. 

“What do people like about the 
village, what do you have now, 
and compare that to what the 
zoning regulations say,” Raycroft-
Mayer said of the process. “In 
some cases, those two things are 
not the same. In a lot of cases, the 
zoning is much more restrictive 
and hasn’t really allowed for that 
sort of clustered village growth.”   

From there, the planning 
commission will explore how to 
better align zoning rules with the 
town’s needs and wants. Raycroft-
Meyer said potential changes will 
be intended to help create housing 
consistent with Lincoln’s historic 
growth pattern, rather than 
allowing for large-scale changes.

“It’s really not about allowing 
for a multi-unit complex in the 
area. It’s small-scale growth 
that we’re looking at,” she said. 
“A lot of people in Lincoln 
have expressed a need for more 
housing. This creates that in a 
way that allows for small growth 
housing opportunities that people 
can afford.” 

Raycroft-Meyer said the 
planning commission plans to mail 
out a survey to Lincoln residents, 
introducing the project and 
gathering community feedback. A 
deeper look into potential zoning 
regulation changes for the town 
will begin next month.  

Bristol
(Continued from Page 13A)

Turning point gift
MIDDLEBURY LIONS KING Lion Peter Bevere, right, presented a check to Danielle Wallace of 

Turning Point at the club’s meeting on Oct. 17. The gift is one of several given out recently by the 
club.

Photo/David Morse

“A lot of people 
in Lincoln have 
expressed a 
need for more 
housing. This 
creates that 
in a way that 
allows for 
small growth 
housing 
opportunities 
that people can 
afford.” 

— Katie
Raycroft-Meyer
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Fighting for Life Article 22
“Culture of Life”

At 84 and being a great-grandfather, my biggest 
enjoyment related to the culture of life was crawling on the 
rug with my great grandchild. At 5 months old, dressed in 
his camo outfit, bouncing him on my knee and seeing the 
big smile on his face, was a joyous moment for me.

I’m concerned that this bill may just pass. “Scary” to think 
about ‘Reproductive Liberty” and the possibility of aborting 
a baby in the “8th Month” of pregnancy.

The media is on the “Yes”. Television 
advertisements make Article 22 sound 
necessary, and “good” for women. Big 
“parasite” attached to the “good part”, 
called “evil.”

Please vote “no” on Article 22.
Thanks, Frank Kane “Fighting For Life”

Paid for by Michael Elmore for Sheriff, PO Box 220, Vergennes, VT 05491

Accomplished
• 4-year college degree in Criminal Justice
• Received the Gaiotti Award for honesty, loyalty, and enthusiasm for the 
Law Enforcement Profession
• Addison County Law Enforcement Officer of the Year in 2020

Certified
• As the only Level 3 certified police officer running for Sheriff, I am ready 
and able to lead the department in serving Addison County.

Fair
• No matter who you are or what political party you choose, I am here to 
serve all of Addison County. 

Vote for 
Michael 
Elmore,

the 
candidate
who is . . .

MON. 7 AM-1 PM
TUES.-SAT. 7 AM- 2 PM, SUN. CLOSED OtterCreekBakery.com

51 OSSIE ROAD  |  EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT  |  802-989-7220

Come enjoy our 
housemade 
Pumpkin 
Chocolate

 Chip Mu�  ns!

MON. 7 AM-1 PM
TUES.-SAT. 7 AM- 2 PM, SUN. CLOSED OtterCreekBakery.com

Come enjoy our 

MON. 7 AM-1 PM

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
     388 Exchange Street Open

7 days

www.MiddleburyAgway.com

Not valid with any other 
discounts or sales.

Wild Birding 
Stock-Up 

SALE 

Be sure to reserve your 
birdseed at these lowest 

of the season prices 
while supplies last!

        802-388-4937
Mon. - Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4

ORDER YOUR 
BIRDSEED ON OUR 

STOCK UP SALE NOW 
THROUGH 11/6/22 

AND PICKUP MID 
NOVEMBER

LINCOLN — The Lincoln 
Library election day soup and bake 
sale will be open during voting 
hours on Tuesday, Nov. 8, from 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m., at Burnham Hall. 
Stop by the kitchen when you come 
in to vote or if you just feel like 
taking a night off from cooking. All 
soups, baked goods and coffee will 
be available for takeout. Proceeds 
will benefi t the library. 

Polls will be open at Burnham 
Hall on Tuesday, Nov. 8, from 7 
a.m. to 7:00 p.m., for the general 
election voting. Please remember 
to bring the ballot that was mailed 
to you. If you have discarded your 
ballot, you will be asked to fi ll out 
an affi davit at the polls, before 
another one can be given to you. 
FROM THE FOOD SHELF

The Five-Town Fill the 
Firehouse Food Drive benefi ting 

the Have A Heart Food Shelf 
collected 3,484 pounds of food 
and $2,626 in donations. Thanks 
to all of the wonderful community 
members from Bristol, Lincoln, 
Monkton, New Haven and 
Starksboro who contributed to this 
year’s effort. A special thanks to all 
of the fi refi ghters and boy scouts 

who helped with the collection and 
movement of food.

Until next time … Surprise 
Yourself Everyday With Your Own 
Courage. Once You Choose Hope, 
Anything Is Possible. Worrying 
Doesn’t Empty Tomorrow Of Its 
Sorrows; It Empties Today Of Its 
Strength.

NEWS

Lincoln Have a news tip?
Call Dawn Mikkelsen at 453-7029

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

For breaking
news & updates

wherever
you are!

facebook.com/
addisonindependent

twitter.com/addyindy

Find us on

For breaking 
news & updates 

wherever you 
are!

facebook.com/ 

addisonindependent

twitter.com/addyindy

VERMONT CONGRESSMAN PETER Welch made a swing through Addison County on Tuesday, 
where he stopped at Three Squares Café in Vergennes and at Monument Farms Dairy in Weybridge. 
While in Vergennes, above, he spoke about preserving democracy and posed for a photo with 
constituents Margaret Klohck of Middlebury (on the left) and Linda Andrews of Bristol. In Weybridge, 
dairy leaders Peter James (center) and Jon Rooney share their concerns with Welch.

Independent photos/Steve James 

A visit
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It was a

day In Middlebury!
HUNDREDS OF KIDS came to Main Street in Middlebury 

this past Saturday afternoon with the twin goals of being 
seen in their great Halloween costumes and filling 
their bags, buckets and sacks with as much candy as 
they could. With the Better Middlebury Partnership’s 
Spooktacular in full swing, this was the right place 

to be. The gala returned after a couple of slow years 
because of the pandemic, and the kids (and their parents) 

were ready with plenty of scary ghosts, precious 
princesses, a menagerie of animals and a long 
list of creative choices. After merchants kindly 
handed out candy, many characters trooped 

to the Town Hall Theater for a family-
friendly dance party with Bruce Zeman 
spinning the tunes.

Independent photos/John S. McCright 
and Angelo Lynn

SPOOKTACULARSPOOKTACULAR
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Vote NO to
PROP 5/ARTICLE 22

and you keep…

Otherwise, lose it all.

• Parental Rights over your Children
• Parental Control over your Child’s Medical Procedures
• Conscience Protection Policy at Medical Institutions
• Limit to Late-term Abortion (by Ethics Board)
• Designer Babies/Genetic Engineering in Check
• Protection of Pro-Life Agencies
• Voter’s Ability to Decide, not Courts

Paid for by: Addison County Right to Life

✦
✦

✦

✦✦

Shoreham Elementary School.
The Independent recently sat 

down with both women to chronicle 
recollections of their fruitful 
careers, spent improving the lives 
of three generations of Addison 
County residents — many of them 
homebound.
CAREER ADVICE

The medical field was at first a 
tough sell for Tighe, who as a teen 
received a tutorial on the profession 
of “medical technologist.”

“When I came back and was 
sitting in study hall, I said to 
myself, ‘You don’t want to do 
that; every time you look through 
the microscope, you get an upset 
stomach,” she said.

But she’d always been intrigued 
by the human skeleton, how 
bones and ligaments interact with 
one another. And she ultimately 
drew her career inspiration from 
her parents — her dad was a 
mechanical engineer at Simonds 
Precision in Vergennes (now 
Collins Aerospace), and her mom 
was a Registered Nurse.

“I put the mechanical engineer 
and the nursing together,” she 
said of the perfect amalgam for a 
physical therapist, or PT.

Tighe enrolled in PT school at 
the University of Connecticut, 
graduating in 1972. From there, 
she lived one year in New Jersey 
before moving to Vermont to take 
a PT job at what was then known 
as the Mary Fletcher Hospital in 
Burlington (now UVM Medical 
Center). After a short stint there, 
she began working at the Bishop 
DeGoesbriand Medical Unit on 
Pearl Street in Burlington.

Tighe’s husband was at the 
time a CPA in Burlington. He was 
offered a transfer to the company’s 
Middlebury office, and accepted. 
This gave Carla — who was ending 
a stint assisting patients with 
terminal cancer — the impetus to 
look for a new job in Middlebury, 
and she found ACHH&H a perfect 
match when the couple relocated in 
1978.

For her part, Remick as a young 
girl aspired to become a teacher. But 
her plans changed as she entered 
high school, a period that coincided 

with her grandmother suffering 
from severe rheumatoid arthritis.

“She had a hard time even 
walking,” Remick recalled. “Every 
joint in her body was involved. And 
I thought, ‘Mobility-wise, and for 
better quality of life, there’s got to 
be a way to helping people like with 
arthritis.’”

So she committed to a career 
in PT, while never really having 
to abandon her original desire to 
become an educator.

“As physical therapists, we’re 
teachers,” Remick said. “We’re 
always teaching our patients things 
to do, and we are learning from 
them.”

Remick, who grew up in 
Burlington, attended Rice High 
School and then UVM, from which 
she earned a PT degree in 1978. 
From there, it was on to her first PT 
job at the former Brandon Training 
School before beginning her lengthy 
career at ACHH&H in 1982.

“I was always intrigued with 
home health, of going on visits to 
the home, because it was obvious 
that that’s where it counts,” she said. 
“Patients learn a lot in the hospital 
— they know what to say and do so 
they can get home. But when they 
get home, they’re back on their own 
turf. That’s where it’s going to make 
a difference in their life.”

Tighe and Remick were 
ACHH&H’s only PTs for Addison 
County’s adult population in 1982, 
and they worked beautifully in 
tandem.

“Carla took east of Route 7, and 
I had the west,” noted Remick, who 
also helped out with the agency’s 
child clients.

Some days saw Remick 
conduct patient visits from North 
Ferrisburgh to Orwell. Tighe would 
see a client in Lincoln, followed by 
an appointment in Leicester.

“That’s a lot of traveling in a 
day,” Remick said.

Neither of the newly minted 
retirees has added up the work-
related miles they logged during 
their careers, but the number is 
surely in the tens of thousands.
MUD SEASON AND MORE

And the driving didn’t always 
consist of pleasurable jaunts on 
paved roads past idyllic pastoral 

scenes. As year-round Vermonters 
know, there are plenty of below-
zero mornings, cratered dirt roads, 
unplowed driveways and — ugh — 
mud season.

“Oftentimes you’d park at the 
bottom of the driveway because 
(your vehicle) couldn’t make it up 
the hill, and you’d hike,” Tighe said.

They always kept shovels and 
emergency supplies in their cars.

Remick reminisced about how 
high winds — particularly in 
the western region of the county 
— made visits even tougher. 
She recalled visiting a knee-
replacement patient at his home 
during a snowstorm. She concluded 
the one-hour PT session to find a 
wind-blown, seven-foot snow drift 
blocking the driveway. A resilient 
Vermonter, Remick pulled out her 
snow shovel and started digging 
— admonishing her recuperating 
patient to get back into his house 
when he tried to limp to his tractor 
to do some plowing.

Around five years ago, Tighe 
was asked to make a springtime 
visit to a South Starksboro patient 
with a knee injury. This happened 
to be a particularly muddy spring, 
notorious for having immobilized a 
school bus.

Prior to leaving for the patient’s 
home in the morning, Tighe did 
some homework. She asked the 
patient’s mom if the temperature 
had gone below freezing the 
previous night.

“When she said ‘yes,’ I said, ‘I’m 
going to come right now,’ because 
the road was firm,” Tighe said. 
“And you had to go when the sun 
wasn’t shining on it.”

Remick got a major taste of mud 
season around a decade ago while 
covering the Starksboro territory for 
a vacationing colleague. One of her 
patients was an elderly woman who 
needed to be seen twice per week.

“It was that time of mud season 
when cars were stuck in the road up 
to their wheel wells,” she said.

So she would stop at her patient’s 
son’s house on one of the main 
roads, and he would take her the 
rest of the way to mom’s house in 
his tractor. Remick called him when 
she was done with the visit, and he 
dutifully picked her up for the ride 

back down to her car.
“Thank goodness he was 

available to do that during the two 
weeks I needed to see her,” Remick 
exclaimed. 

Meteorologists became key allies 
for Tighe, Remick and their Home 
Health colleagues. If they knew bad 
weather was approaching, they’d 
sometimes bring an extra set of 
clothes and toiletries for a sleepover 
at the ACHH&H offices so they’d 
be sure to make their rounds the 
next morning.

“You always looked at the 
weather in the morning, and that 
determined which (route) you 
took,” Tighe said.

Neither Tighe nor Remick were 
big on GPS. They logged so many 
miles that they could read Addison 
County like a book, memorizing 
routes, signposts and visual cues 
such as barns, large rocks or 
disheveled culverts.

Heck, when Tighe started her 
job, some of Addison County’s 
roads didn’t yet have signs. She got 
directions from a Lincoln patient 
that she paraphrased like this: 
“Head up the mountain, go past the 
first and second bridge, keep going, 
and when you see a garage with two 
deer heads on it, that’s not us. Keep 
going, you’ll see a house with three 
deer heads on the porch overhand. 
That’s still not us. Keep going, but 
when you come to the place with 
five deer heads on the porch and a 
moose head hanging on the garage, 
that’s us.”

Remick found extra reasons not 
to plot addresses into GPS.

“I want my patient to tell me 
on the phone directions to their 
house, because it gives me a lot of 
information about their ‘right’ and 
‘left’ concepts and their memory,” 
Remick said. “You don’t want to 
trust GPS, because it will take you 
on Class 4 roads.”
IMPROVISATION

Both women learned to improvise 
on the job. For example, Tighe 
spoke of propping up a client’s 
couch with a few bricks to make it 
easier for them to get out of.

But some clients were set in their 
ways and barely tolerated strangers, 
let alone advice on lifestyle changes.

“You realized how much you 

could change or not change things 
and you did your best,” Remick 
said.

And she’s grateful to the patients 
who, in turn, did their best.

“Some folks were very self-
driven to improve their situation, 
not looking at me as just a social 
visit,” she said, adding, 

“You’re more than a physical 
therapist. We wear hats of all 
professions, because you never 
know what you’re going to 
encounter when you get to the 
home. You have to be very flexible. 
You might be walking in on an 
emergency and have to call 911. But 
you’re looking at them as a whole 
person, their lifestyle and their 
family unit. The person you were 
given as a referral isn’t just who 
you’re involved with; they have a 
support system of who’s in the walls 
of this dwelling.”

As they reflect back on their 
careers, the two unsung Home 
Health heroes unequivocally believe 
all the travel and challenging hours 
were worth it. They both cited 
camaraderie with fellow ACHH&H 
staff, building a rapport with clients 
and the flexibility of a home health 
care schedule as reasons they stuck 
with the profession for so long.

“It’s always been a great group 
here, just like a family,” Remick 

said. “You plan your own schedule, 
so you can stop and get that jug of 
milk or pick up a prescription, get 
to your child’s sports game during 
the day — as long as you got your 
charting done.”

But all good things come to 
an end, and Remick and Tighe 
decided, quite coincidentally, 
to retire within months of each 
other. Both cited a desire to put 
fewer miles onto the odometer and 
pursue other interests.

“What I’m looking forward to 
the most is my first winter (without 
having to make rounds),” Tighe 
said.

“I don’t miss shoveling off my car 
16-17 times a day,” Remick echoed.

Jenn Quinn, director of therapy 
for ACHH&H, praised both 
women for their service.

“I have had the pleasure of 
working with both Carla and 
Charlene for over 15 years,” she 
said. “As a young PT just moving 
back to Vermont, my initial 
impression of them was awe. The 
knowledge that each of those 
therapists have is immeasurable.  
In my time working with them, 
I can truly say they have a had a 
significant impact on the therapist 
that I am today.”

John Flowers is at johnf@
addisonindependent.com.

Retirement
(Continued from Page 1A)

CHARLENE REMICK, LEFT, and Carla Tighe both recently retired 
from Addison County Home Health & Hospice, each with 40 or more 
years of service with the agency. They each logged tens of thousands 
of miles helping homebound patients throughout the county, during 
all kinds of weather.

Independent photo/John Flowers
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If  you’re not sleeping,  
maybe you’re doing it wrong.

   

MAUI™
MEDIUM

      Twin Set ...... $849
     Full Set ........... $949
      Queen Set ........... $999
   King Set ............... $1399

Simmons Beautyrests are designed to bring you better quality sleep – 
so you’ll have more energy the next day.

   
      Twin Set ...... $895
     Full Set ......... $1095
      Queen Set ......... $1299
   King Set ............... $1699

CAYMAN™
EXTRA FIRM

  

L-CLASS™
MEDIUM

      
     Twin Set ....... $2599
    Full Set ............ $3099
   Queen Set ............ $3299
 King Set ................. $4099

  

L-CLASS™
FIRM

    
       Twin Set ........ $2299
    Full Set ............ $2799
    Queen Set ........... $2999  
King Set ................. $3799

  

L-CLaSS™
PiLLow ToP

    
     Twin XL SeT .... $2999
    FuLL SeT ............ $3299
    Queen SeT ............. $3599
  King SeT ................. $4399

  

C-CLASS™
FIRM

      Twin Set .... $3199
     Full Set ......... $3599
      Queen Set ......... $3899
   King Set ............... $4799

  

C-CLASS™
MEDIUM

    
      Twin Set ...... $3199
   Full Set ........... $3599
      Queen Set ......... $3899
   King Set ............... $4799

1-800-261-WOOD
802-388-6297

• FREE Delivery
• FREE Set-up
• FREE Removal

    www.woodwarevt.com 

FREEDELIVERY

Route 7 South • Middlebury VT  •  Hours: Monday-Saturday 9-5, Closed Sundays

Motion 
Separation 

Index

170
Super pocketed coil™ SpringS
the gold Standard in undiSturbed reSt.

All Simmons® mattresses are built 
so well you never have to flip them

for the life of the mattress.

Simon Schreier and Lands & Trails 
Manager Caleb Basa, MALT 
now — for the first time ever — 
boasts three AmeriCorps service 
members on its staff. They include 
one full-timer, Jackson Moody for 
an 11-month stint, and part-timers 
Chad Kim and Audrey Welsh, both 
Middlebury College students.

Moody’s full-time position is 
being funded through the Vermont 
Housing & Conservation Board. 
Kim and Welsh are both working 
four- to eight hours per week, with 
funding from a new MALT giving 
program through which seven 
local individuals are helping 
underwrite the organization’s 
AmeriCorps members.

“We are deeply grateful to 
them,” Brookside said of the 

donors.
The new AmeriCorps helpers 

are quickly making an impression 
on their MALT colleagues.

“They are truly phenomenal 
people and remarkable human 
beings,” said Simon Schreier, 
education manager for MALT.

Having three AmeriCorps 
members today is a far cry from 
2017, when MALT had none.

Kim shared his enthusiasm for 
his new employer in a brief bio 
posted at maltvt.org.

“Having had the chance to work 
and play outside (in Middlebury) 
for the past few years, I’ve 
developed an ever-growing 
appreciation for the natural world 
as a place shared by all,” he said.

John Flowers is at johnf@
addisonindependent.com.

MALT 
(Continued from Page 1A)

Senate this past March passed 
the Sunshine Protection Act. If 
it were to pass through the U.S. 
House and be signed by President 
Joe Biden, any state in the U.S. 
observing Daylight Saving Time 
would begin to do so year-round, 
starting next November.

You have a local opportunity 
to add your voice to international 
condemnation of Iran’s recent 
crackdown on women’s and human 
rights. Middlebury College students 
have organized a rally in support 
of Iranian women on Friday, Nov. 
4, from 2-4 p.m., at the Feminist 
Resource Center at Chellis House 
at 56 Hillcrest Road. Participants 
will have a chance to cut their hair 
in solidarity with women in Iran, 
starting at 2 p.m. At 3:30 p.m., 
participants will march to Mead 
Chapel and will proceed to Twilight 
Hall. Signs will be provided. You 
are welcome to bring/make your 
own sign, but please ensure that 
your words and/or imagery are in 
no way offensive to women who 
choose to wear a hijab.

The Vermont Agency of 
Transportation is again inviting 
Vermont schoolchildren to name 
the state’s big orange snowplows. 
Last year, participating public and 
private schools, homeschooling 
students, and nursery schools 
named 163 of the state’s fleet of 
full-sized plow trucks. This year, 
VTrans is asking students to 
name the remaining 87 trucks. 
Each school may submit only one 
name. This is not a contest; every 
school that submits a name will 
participate, though it’ll be first 
come, first served to name the 87 
trucks. Schools that participated 
last year may not submit another 
name. The trucks that they named 
last year will keep the same names 
this year. The school principal/
director should review the name 
to ensure it’s appropriate and not 
already in use. The list of 2021 
plow names is at vtrans.vermont.
gov/name-a-plow. The deadline to 
submit a name is Nov. 9. Plans call 
for VTrans plow operators to visit 
the schools that name a truck this 
year on Thursday, Nov. 17, at 9 

a.m. to celebrate the second annual 
Vermont Plow Day. Schools will 
be invited to take photos of their 
students and staff with the plow 
truck and name sign.

Mary Hogan Elementary School 
has embarked on its November 
literacy drive. Families are 
encouraged to spend extra time 
reading this month, coinciding with 
related special events planned at the 
school. One such event is a two-day 
free book giveaway on Nov. 17 and 
18. The school’s goal is for every 
child to bring home at least one new 
book to read. If you’d like to donate 
new books (or very gently used 
books) to this effort, please drop 
off your donation in the front lobby 
of Mary Hogan School. Currently, 
the most popular books among 
Mary Hogan students include those 
written by Raina Tegemeier (Smile, 
Sisters); Dav Pilkey (Dog Man); 
Aaron Blabey (The Bad Guys); 
Minecraft guides; Who Would 
Win?; Bad Kitty books by Nick 
Bruel; and nonfiction books about 
cats and dogs. If you’d like to make 
a monetary donation in support of 
the Readathon, go to acsdvt.org/
Page/5224.

Average gasoline prices in 
Vermont have risen 15.1 cents per 
gallon in the last week, averaging 
$3.91 per gallon on Monday, 
according to GasBuddy’s survey 
of 626 stations in Vermont. Prices 
in Vermont are 27.3 cents per 
gallon higher than a month ago 
and stand 52.4 cents per gallon 
higher than a year ago. According 
to GasBuddy price reports, the 
cheapest gasoline in Vermont 
was $3.35 per gallon, while the 
most expensive was $4.10 per 
gallon — a difference of 75 cents. 
Meanwhile, the national average 
price of gasoline has fallen 4.7 
cents per gallon during the last 
week, averaging $3.72 per gallon 
as of Monday. The national 
average is down 3 cents per gallon 
from a month ago and stands 34.4 
cents per gallon higher than a 
year ago, according to GasBuddy 
data compiled from more than 
11 million weekly price reports 
covering over 150,000 gas stations 
across the country.

By the way
(Continued from Page 1A)

ENERGETIC YOUNGSTERS TAKE off at the start of a 5K fun run / walk at the 19th annual TAM Trek, which featured races on and around 
the Trail Around Middlebury, or TAM, that is stewarded by the Middlebury Area Land Trust. The fundraiser garnered more than $16,000 to 
maintain the trail, and MALT recently added new AmeriCorps members to its staff. Below, MALT Executive Director Jamie Brookside took 
part in the TAM Trek.
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Supporting those who serve
TRI-VALLEY TRANSIT of Addison County staff were recently recognized by the Vermont National Guard for multiple awards, including: 

Patriotic Employer Awards for Steve Suter, Bill Cunningham, and Lucian Pickett (posthumously) for “efforts made to support citizen 
warriors through a wide range of measures including flexible schedules, time off prior to and after deployment, caring for families, or 
granting leaves of absence if needed,” and the Above and Beyond Award, recognizing “employers at the local level who have gone above 
and beyond the legal requirements of the Uniformed Services Employment and Reemployment Rights Act by providing their Guard and 
Reserve employees additional, non-mandated benefits.”

TVT mechanic John Montgomery, left, a member of the National Guard, nominated his employer.
Photo courtesy of TVT

ADDISON  COUNTY

Business News

MIDDLEBURY — According to 
Kerry Mazzariello, vice president 
and senior community lender at 
National Bank of Middlebury, 
Lindi Quesnel has joined the bank 
as its newest retail community 
lender.

Quesnel has more than 15 years 
of banking experience, 10 of them 
working locally as a mortgage 
originator. She is well-versed in 
first time homebuyer programs, 
VHFA, Fannie Mae, Adjustable 
Rate Mortgages, and portfolio 
lending. Quesnel holds a B.A. 
in Business Administration and 
Accounting from Gordon College 
in Massachusetts. She loves 
“details” and is passionate about 
passing on financial education so 
homebuyers can make the right 
choice for them.

She strives to make the process 
easy and understandable, always 
ensuring a service-first approach 
with customers. “It’s truly an honor 
to be included in someone’s major 

MIDDLEBURY — IPJ’s 
Sarah Peluso has been elected 
2023 president of the Vermont 
Association of Realtors’ Board of 
Directors at its annual meeting on 
Oct. 12. 

Peluso is a full-time, licensed real 
estate broker. She joined IPJ Real 
Estate in 2009 and has been a top 
producer in Addison County each 
year since 2011. She has served 
on the Addison County Board of 
Realtors (ACBOR) since 2010 
and was president of the board in 

2012. In 2016, ACBOR recognized 
Sarah as their Realtor of the Year 
for extraordinary leadership as a 
real estate professional and for her 
volunteer work in the community.

Peluso has also been involved 
with the United Way of Addison 
County as a board member, serving 
as the organization’s president in 
2012. She currently serves on the 
Middlebury Planning Commission 
and is board chair of Eastview, a 
local retirement community.

LINDI QUESNEL
milestones,” says Quesnel. “I look 
forward to partnering with clients 
to achieve their goals of home 
ownership, refinancing, building a 
home, or financing your projects!”

As a native Vermonter, Quesnel 
loves working and living in the 
beautiful Green Mountain State. 
She and her husband and two 
children live in Salisbury.

Quesnel joins National Bank of 
Middlebury as community lender

SARAH PELUSO

Peluso to preside over VT Realtor’s Board

VOTE ON OR BEFORE NOV. 8 2022

MONTPELIER — The 
Vermont Fish and Wildlife 
Department is asking hunters for 
help gathering biological data 
on the state’s deer population. 
Hunters who get a deer during the 
Nov. 12-27 regular deer season 
are asked to provide an incisor 
tooth from their deer. Tooth 
envelopes are available at all deer 
reporting stations.

Biologists are collecting middle 
incisor teeth from all regular 
season bucks to evaluate regional 
differences in ages and antler 
characteristics as well as to help 
estimate population size, growth 
rate, health, and mortality rates. 
Each tooth will be cross sectioned 
to accurately determine the deer’s 
age, and the results will be posted 
on the Fish and Wildlife website 
next spring. 

“Knowing the ages of harvested 
deer is critically important, 
and more information allows 
us to make better management 

decisions,” said Nick Fortin, 
Vermont Fish and Wildlife’s deer 
project leader.  “To accurately 
estimate deer numbers, and 
to better assess our current 

management strategies, we really 
need to get teeth from as many 
bucks as possible.”

Hunters asked to provide deer teeth
Data collected from 2022 hunt will help to assess VT herd

HUNTERS WHO GET a deer during the November 12-27 regular 
deer season are asked to provide an incisor tooth from their deer.

Photo/VTF&W
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their thinking about what their path 
is going to be — how will they make 
the world a better place.”

Middlebury College honored that 
effort and enabled more of it last 
month when it dedicated 60 acres of 
land along Otter Creek as the Stephen 
C. Trombulak Nature Sanctuary, 
which will continue to be used for 
the hands-on study of bird, small 
mammals, amphibians, reptiles, 
insects, carbon sequestration and 
wetland function.

Marc Lapin, a lands 
conservationist and associate 
laboratory professor at the college, 
said the hope is that the dedication 
encourages a continued legacy of 
learning from and enjoying the 
land, both in and outside of the 
Middlebury College community. 

“Today, many people think of 
the natural history and biology 
education as having to do a lot 
with laboratories,” he said. “The 
fundamentals of biology and 
environmental studies are out there 
in nature, observing nature where it 
operates with our naked eye.” 

The sanctuary is less than a mile 
south of downtown Middlebury, 
nestled between Otter Creek on the 
east and railroad tracks on the west. 
The area is home to a plethora of 
wildlife, including shagbark hickory 
trees, salamanders and short-tailed 
shrews. 

In addition to being a great site 
for the study of wildlife, the new 
sanctuary has an important role 
for the broader community by 
protecting downtown Middlebury 
from damaging floods. As part of 
the Otter Creek’s swamp complex, 
the area’s wetland structure captures 
overflow during floods and slowly 
releases it over time. 

A study done by Keri Watson 
for the Gund Institute and the 
University of Vermont found that 
the floodplains saved Middlebury 
$1.8 million in flood damage 
during Tropical Storm Irene, and in 
other flood events saved between 
$126,000 and $450,000 each year in 
damage reduction.

“This (land) is part of that whole 
complex that provides a flood 
mitigation function that’s really 
important to human infrastructure,” 
Lapin said. “It provides a lot of flood 

water storage, which keeps homes 
and buildings and bridges from 
being flooded out and destroyed.” 

The sanctuary is accessible to 
the public via the Trail Around 
Middlebury (TAM). In addition 
to public use, the land has been 
used frequently by Middlebury 
College faculty for various courses, 
including Trombulak’s. During his 
34 years teaching at the college, he 
would often take students into the 
wetlands to study the area’s natural 
history. 

He also used the space as a bird-
banding station through the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service’s banding 
program. For three decades, he and 
his students captured, banded and 
released over 70 species of birds at 
the station.  Lapin said Trombulak’s 
bird-banding work in the wetlands 
was part of why the college decided 
to dedicate the land in his honor. 

“At the beginning of his career at 
Middlebury right off he started using 
(the land) for teaching, set up a bird-
banding system and maintained that 
as the longest continuous banding 
station in the state,” Lapin explained. 
NOT JUST SCIENTISTS

Trombulak said he is just one of 
many Middlebury faculty members 
who use the land for their courses, 
and he hopes the dedication will lead 
to a greater awareness of the space 
and an opportunity to incorporate 
the land into more of the college’s 
curriculum. 

“I really hope it raises the profile 
among the college faculty, not just in 
the sciences. Any part of the liberal 
arts and science curriculum can 
benefit from having their students 
spend some time outside in wild 
land,” he said. 

Lapin stressed that the land 
provides plentiful learning 
opportunities for the public as well, 
who are encouraged to continue 
visiting the land.  

 “Now, more people hopefully 
know of (the land’s) existence,” he 
said. “There is definitely the hope 
that more people will be nourished 
by it and learn in and from this 
area.” 

The sanctuary will continue to be 
cared for by the college’s facilities 
services, which has maintained 
the land for over three decades. 
Trombulak credits the facilities staff 

and their work in managing the 
land, as their efforts have helped 
maintain the land as a resource for 
the community.  

Lapin said he also hopes to 
collaborate with the Hannaford 
Career Center to manage the land as 
well, potentially by  having students 
in the career center’s Natural 
Resource Management course help 
take care of the sanctuary, as they 
have previously at Middlebury’s 
Wright Park. However, these plans 
are still very much in the early 
stages. 

Trombulak, who now retired in 
2019 and lives in the Berkshires 
region of Western Massachusetts, 
said he was honored by the 
college’s dedication. He hopes 
Addison County residents will seek 
out a resource that is right at their 
doorsteps.  

“It’s an incredible honor to have 
my name attached to it and have the 
college recognize the importance of 
natural history education,” he said. 
“People move to Middlebury, and 
Vermont in general, in part because 
of an appreciation for nature and, at 
a minimum, to have access to the 
more than just human world. The 
sanctuary gives them another way 
to do that.”  

Sanctuary
(Continued from Page 1A)

MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE’S STEPHEN Trombulak last month stands in the wetland that was recently dedicated as a nature sanctuary in his 
honor. The college’s dedication of the land recognizes Trombulak’s field work in the land and the area’s importance as an educational resource. 

Photo by Paul Dahm/Middlebury College

STEPHEN TROMBULAK, professor emeritus at Middlebury College, holds out a common yellowthroat 
for students to inspect during a bird-banding activity a few years back. Trombulak’s bird-banding work 
on this Middlebury land is part of why the college recently dedicated the area as a nature sanctuary in 
his honor. 

Photo courtesy of Stephen Trombulak
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HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Football

D-I Playoffs
10/28 #3 MUHS vs #6 Hartford ........ 27-7

D-III Playoffs
10/29 #5 MAV vs #4 Rice  .............. 43-40
10/29 #2 Fairfax vs #7 OV ................ 17-6

Field Hockey
D-II Playoffs

10/27 #4 Spaulding vs #5 OV ............. 3-2
10/27 #2 Hartford vs #7 Mt. Abe ......... 4-1
10/28 #1 Woodstock vs. #9 MUHS ..... 5-0

Girls’ Soccer
D-II Playoffs

10/28 Mt. Abe vs #2 Harwood ....2-1 (OT)
11/2 #7 Milton vs #11 Mt. Abe ............. 2-1

Boys’ Soccer
D-II Playoffs

10/26 #10 OV vs #7 Mt. Abe ............... 1-0
10/29 #2 MUHS vs #10 OV ................ 7-0
11/2 #3 Harwood at #1 MUHS .......... Late

D-III Playoffs
10/29 No. 1 VUHS vs #9 GMUHS ...... 4-0
11/2 #5 Woodstock at #1 VUHS ....... Late

COLLEGE SPORTS
Men’s Soccer

NESCAC Playoffs
10/29 #4 Midd vs #5 Hamilton ............ 2-0

Field Hockey
NESCAC Playoffs

10/29 #1 Midd vs #5 Hamilton ............ 5-1
Women’s Soccer
NESCAC Playoffs

10/29 #5 Trinity vs #4 Midd ................. 2-1
Football

10/29 Midd vs Colby ....................... 20-17

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Football

D-I Playoffs
11/5 #3 MUHS at #2 BBA ................1 PM
11/12 Final at Rutland ........................TBA

D-III Playoffs
11/5 #5 MAV at #1 Windsor .............1 PM
11/12 Final at Rutland ........................TBA

Boys’ Soccer
D-II Playoffs

Final at South Burlington
11/5 ................................................ 10 AM  

D-III Playoffs
Final at Burr & Burton

11/5 Final .........................................5 PM 

COLLEGE SPORTS
Men’s Soccer

NESCAC Final Four at Williams
11/5 #8 Conn vs #2 Williams ......... 11 AM
11/5 #4 Midd vs #3 Amherst .......1:30 PM
11/6 Final .........................................Noon
11/7 ............NCAA D-III Tourney Field Set

Field Hockey
NESCAC Playoffs at Midd

11/5 #5 Williams at #1 Midd ........... 11 AM
11/5 #3 Trinity vs #2 Tufts ...........1:30 PM
11/6 Final .........................................Noon
11/7 ............NCAA D-III Tourney Field Set

Football
11/5 Hamilton at Midd ...............12:30 PM
11/12 Midd at Tufts ...................12:30 PM

ScheduleSchedule

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — The Vergennes 

Union High School boys’ soccer 
team took its first postseason step 
toward what the Commodores 
hope will be a Division III title 
on Saturday. No. 1 VUHS took a 
4-0 quarterfinal victory over No. 9 
Green Mountain Union. 

The 12-1-2 Commodores’ next 
hurdle comes on Wednesday, when 
No. 5 Woodstock (12-5) visits. At 
the same time No. 2 Stowe (12-3) 
hosts No. 3 Peoples (11-4-1) in 
the other semifinal. Wednesday’s 
winners will meet on Saturday at 5 
p.m. at Burr & Burton for the D-III 
title.

The Commodores did not have 
much trouble with the 7-8-1 
Chieftains this past Saturday. 
VUHS earned advantages of 18-4 
in shots at goal and 8-2 in corner 
kicks, statistics that fairly indicated 
the run of play. 

Still, it took a while for the 
Commodores to break down a 
GMU defense anchored by center 
back Eben Mosher, although 
senior forward Elijah Duprey and 
senior midfielders Jack Wyman 
and Shamus Rooney created early 
chances.

In the 17th minute, those three 
teamed up to give VUHS the lead. 
From the right side Rooney sent 
a diagonal ball to Wyman, about 

24 yards out from the right post. 
He relayed to Duprey cutting in 
toward the left post. Duprey took 
a touch into the box and hit a low, 
left-footed shot from about 15 

yards out that pinged in off the 
right post.

VUHS continued to dominate 
possession as Wyman, Rooney 
and the third center mid, Parker 
Kayhart, dictated play in the 
middle of the field, often involving 
defenders Oakley Francis, Gideon 
Palmer and Eli Brace with back 
passes to create space for the 
Commodores to operate.

“When we are able to control 
the ball in the middle, we’re able 
to play the way we want,” said 
Wyman, who finished with three 
assists. “When we just possess, 
play how we want throughout, all 
of the layers of the game, that’s 
how we win.”

Coach Kevin Hayes agreed 
the ability of the Commodores 
to possess was a pivotal factor 
on Saturday. Hayes said he was 
worried about a long layoff that 
came after a light late-season 
schedule and a first-round bye. 
But the Commodores used the 
extra practice time to hone their 
possession skills and tactics, he 
said.

“We worked on their triangle all 
this week,” Hayes said. “Moving 
the ball, and moving that triangle, 
and it worked well.”

GMU hung tough for a while. 
Goalie Forest Garvin came off his 
line to deny Duprey, and he saved 
a Spencer Grimm header on a 
corner kick in the 29th minute. The 
Chieftains’ first shot came in the 
34th minute, when Austin Kubisek 
shot wide on a Liam O’Brien feed. 

VUHS kept pressing, with 12 of 
their shots in the first half. In the 
final seconds Rooney launched 
a long-range blast that hit the 
crossbar and bounced into the air. 

MEMBERS OF THE No. 1 VUHS boys’ soccer team celebrate their fourth goal in their 4-0 D-III quarterfinal 
win over No. 5 Green Mt. Union on Saturday. Shamus Rooney, right, scored this one and he was assisted 
by Jack Wyman, No. 2, center. Also in on the fun are Elijah Duprey (No. 9) and Parker Kayhart (No. 4). 

Independent photo/Steve James

VUHS MIDFIELDER RYDER Messinger has a half step on Green 
Mountain’s Liam O’Brien as they battle for the ball during Saturday’s 
D-III quarterfinal, won by the No. 1 Commodores, 4-0.

Independent photo/Steve James

“I think we have 
a good chance. 
We’re a well-
rounded team. 
We want to win 
together, and I 
think this is our 
year.”

— VUHS midfielder 
Jack Wyman

Commodore boys reach semi
VUHS shuts down Green Mt. Union in D-III quarterfinal

(See Soccer, Page 3B)

By ANDY KIRKALDY
THETFORD — The Middlebury 

Union High School girls’ and 
boys’ cross-country teams finished 
second and third, respectively, 
in Division II at Saturday’s 
championship meet hosted by 
Thetford Academy. 

Three Tiger girls placed in 
D-II’s top 10 — sophomore Beth 
McIntosh in fifth, freshman Mary 
Harrington in sixth and sophomore 
Ava Schneider in ninth — but 
U-32 dominated the race. The 
Raiders won with 27 points to the 
Tigers’ 81. MUHS led a tight pack 
of Harwood (94) in third, Burr & 
Burton (99) in fourth and Lyndon 
(127) in fifth in the field of 10 
scoring teams.

McIntosh and Harrington ran 
top-25 overall times when the 
results for female runners from 
all three divisions were combined. 
Thus, they qualified to compete as 
individuals in the New England 
championship meet on Nov. 12 in 
North Scituate, R.I.

Led again by sophomore Kayla 

Friend, who took the 25th scoring 
position, the Mount Abraham girls 
finished ninth with 227 points. 
Vergennes did not field a scoring 
girls’ team.

The Tiger boys were in a closer 
race. U-32 (52) edged Montpelier 

(54) for the victory, with the Tigers 
(75) not too far back in a 13-team 
scoring field. All five Tiger scoring 
runners cracked the top 20, led by 
sophomore Baker Nelson in 12th 
and junior Baxter Harrington in 
13th. Burr & Burton (112) and 
Harwood (120) rounded out the 
top five.

VUHS, led by sophomore Grey 
Fearon in 27th, finished eighth in 
the boys’ race with 227 points, 
and senior Norman Benoit paced 
the 10th-place Eagles (270) by 
finishing 25th among scoring 
runners. 

Addison County’s top finisher 
was Lincoln resident Estella Laird, 
a sophomore at Champlain Valley 
Union. She came in fourth for D-I 
girls’ champion CVU in 20:14.4, 
about 21 seconds off the winning 
time. Laird and her team qualified 
for the New England meet. 

Otter Valley did not send scoring 
teams to compete in D-III, but two 
OV boys and two OV girls ran as 
individuals. 

SOPHOMORE BETH MCINTOSH, right, and freshman Mary Harrington finished fifth and sixth, 
respectively, for the second-place Tiger girls in D-II at Saturday’s state championship cross-country 
meet in Thetford. 

Photo by Joe McVeigh

Tiger girls, boys excel at state meet

SOPHOMORE KAYLA FRIEND 
paced the Mount Abraham girls at 
Saturday’s state championship 
cross-country meet in Thetford. 

Photo by Joe McVeigh (See X-country, Page 3B)

By ANDY KIRKALDY
MIDDLEBURY — The No. 

3 seed Middlebury Union High 
School football team had needed 
overtime to subdue host No. 6 
Hartford in the regular season, 
but in Friday night’s Division 
I quarterfinal the Tigers took 
charge with a touchdown on their 
opening drive and never let up in a 
convincing 27-7 
victory over the 
Hurricanes. 

By halftime 
they led, 27-
0, and had 
o u t g a i n e d 
Hartford, 221-
24. 

That first 
scoring march 
consisted of 
four plays, two 
runs each by 
senior backs 
Cole Schnoor 
and Cam Stone, 
and covered 60 
yards, the last 
34 a burst up 
the middle by Stone 1:56 after the 
opening kickoff. 

By the time the halftime whistle 
sounded the Tigers had scored on 
four of five possessions. Stone 
added a 3-yard scoring run, 
Schnoor scored from 11 yards 
out, and quarterback Jacob Kemp 
tossed a 23-yard touchdown pass to 
tight end Penn Riney. Meanwhile 
Hartford mustered two first downs 
and turned the ball over twice in 
the first half.

Tiger Coach Dennis Smith 
was pleased with his team, which 
improved to 6-3 at the expense of 
the 4-5 Hurricanes. 

“We came right out that first 
drive, and boom-boom down the 
field. The guys really felt confident. 
What happens sometimes when 
you do that is all of a sudden you 
get a little complacent because it 

was so easy, you 
think. And they 
never let up,” 
Smith said. “The 
guys kept playing 
tough the whole 
game.”

Next up will be 
a road rematch 
with No. 2 Burr 
& Burton (7-2 
after dismissing 
No. 7 Rutland on 
Saturday), a team 
that the visiting 
Tigers upset in 
double overtime, 
43-36, on Oct. 21, 
after overcoming a 
36-14 second-half 

deficit. That D-I semifinal will 
be played at BBA at 1 p.m. on 
Saturday.

Smith saw this past Friday’s 
romp as an extension of the Tigers’ 
regular-season finale. 

“It was kind of a continuation 
from last week’s fourth quarter,” 
he said. “The guys feel really 
confident right now in what we’re 
doing. They’re really getting the 
game plan down and executing.”

MUHS football thumps 
Hartford in D-I playoffs

(See Football, Page 3B)

“That (offensive 
line) has jelled over 
that 11-week period 
from preseason to 
now. I felt about 
midseason those 
guys were really 
hitting their stride.”
 — Coach Dennis Smith



PAGE 2B — Addison Independent, Thursday, November 3, 2022

New Haven, VT Homeowner 
Recommends Bristol Electronics

Mike and Helen Hanley – New Haven, VT

FREE SITE EVALUATIONS

802 . 453 . 2500
BristolElectronicsVT.com

Bristol Electronics designed and installed a photovoltaic system on our house 
in New Haven.

We could not be more pleased with the staff and the installation of our 
system.

Right from the start we understood what we were buying and what the 
installation process was about. The staff filled out all the necessary paperwork 
required by Green Mountain Power and the State of Vermont. This in itself 
made our experience with Bristol Electronics an easy and pleasant one.

The installation was professional and clean. The service did not end with 
installation. We were contacted to insure that everything was satisfactory and if 
we had any questions.

We highly recommend Bristol Electronics.

By ANDY KIRKALDY
MIDDLEBURY — Three 

days before Saturday’s Division 
II quarterfi nal against No. 2 
Middlebury, the young No. 10 Otter 
Valley boys’ soccer team had upset 
No. 7 Mount Abraham, 1-0. It was 
the OV program’s fi rst playoff win 
since 1999.

But the 12-2-1 Tigers, unbeaten 
since Sept. 14, did not allow 
the Otters to win their second 
postseason game in 23 years: They 
controlled play with purposeful 
work at midfi eld and launched 42 
shots at goal in a 7-0 victory. Ronen 
Silberman, Zach Whitaker and Ollie 
Anderson scored two goals apiece, 
and Trey Bosworth added one. 

MUHS moved on to a Wednesday 
semifi nal against No. 3 Harwood 
(14-2), with No. 1 Montpelier (15-
0-1) taking on No. 5 U-32 (13-3) 
in the other semi. The winners will 
meet at 10 a.m. on Saturday at South 
Burlington High School for the title. 
Those games were played after the 
deadline for this week’s Independent
print edition.

Looking at this past Saturday’s 
game, Tiger Coach Chris George 
was pleased with his team’s ball 
movement and work to create good 
looks on goal, and also credited the 
Otters’ effort.

“There were a couple of things we 
talked about to win, and we really did 
those things, like not just generating 

chances, but generating high-quality 
chances,” George said. “Full credit 
to Otter Valley for playing hard. 
What I appreciate about them is they 
just never gave up.”

The Otters fi nished at 8-8 in 
what was their best season in recent 
memory. In Wednesday’s fi rst-round 
game vs. Mt. Abe, the winning 
strike came from Owen Thomas 12 
minutes into the second half, with 
an assist from Lucas Politano. OV 
goalie Isaiah Wood made at least 
20 saves as the Otters held off the 
Eagles, who fi nished at 5-8-2 and 
had earned a higher seed than OV 
due to a more challenging schedule. 

First-year OV Coach Brian 
Thomas said a lot went right this 
fall for the Otters, who will graduate 
only three seniors, Thomas Politano, 
Ryden Richardson and Brian 
Stanley.

“The guys believed in themselves, 
and believed in each other. And 
we built off (former) Coach (Dick) 
Williams’s foundation of defending 
the heck out of the ball, maintaining 
possession, and just trying to fi nd 
the back of the net. We put a little 
more emphasis on that this year 
with set plays and just creating 
determination, energy and effort,” he 
said. “These kids just battled.”

Thomas also credited the talented 
Tigers for their work on Saturday.

“We were just outmatched here, 
which is OK. You get to a point in 
your season where that happens,” he 
said. “I wish them the best of luck. 
Bring it home local.”

The fi rst Tiger goal came 11 
minutes in from Bosworth, the Tiger 
all-star right back. Eliot Schneider 
dribbled down the left side and sent 
in a serve to Bosworth for a one-
timer in the box. Eight minutes later 
Silberman buried a penalty kick in 
the lower left corner, and it was 2-0. 
Silberman struck again 32 minutes in. 
Center mid Ollie Choudhury carried 

down the left side and crossed to the 
far post, where Silberman fi nished.

George noted the Tigers used 
the width of the fi eld effectively to 
stretch the OV defense.

“Our forward players did such 
a good job getting to the end line 
and getting the ball back across and 
getting us opportunities to fi nish,” 
the Tiger coach said.

Whitaker used his quickness to get 
past two defenders on the right side 
of the box and fi nish on the far side 
with fi ve minutes left in the half and 
make it 4-0.

Then the Otters had their best 
chances of the day, only to see Tiger 
goalie Owen Lawton equal to the 
task. OV earned a free kick from 
22 yards, and Lawton dove to his 
left to block Owen Thomas’s initial 
shot, and then he also used his body 
to smother Lucas Politano’s point-
blank rebound bid. The Otters had 
one more chance as the half ended, 
but Tiger back Gus Hodde broke up 
a Politano rush. 

In the second half, Wood in the 
OV goal kept making stops, 23 in 
all, as the Tigers kept fi ring. Despite 
some fi ne saves by Wood, the Tigers 
added three more goals. 

In the seventh minute Robinson 
made it 5-0. He headed in the 
rebound of a 28-yard bomb by 
defender Toby Wells-Spackman 
that bounced back off the crossbar. 
Robinson scored again 12 minutes 
in, blasting a shot from the top of 
the box. With 22 minutes gone in the 
half Robinson served from the left 
side, and a sliding Wilkerson one-
timed it home at the far post.

Lawton did not have to make a 
save in the half, but did well to come 
out and beat Thomas to a through 
ball midway through the period. At 
the other end, OV back Max Derby 
made a couple good defensive plays.  

Afterward, Coach Thomas 
refl ected on what he said has been 

a positive fall for the Otters. He 
said the team met its goals to bring 
more energy and excitement to the 
program. 

“We did that. We had some really 
nice games,” Thomas said. “They 
exceeded expectations this season.”

The Tigers reached the semifi nal 
round for the fourth straight season, 
and George said they have the 
potential to win the program’s fi rst 
title. 

“When we play our game, which 
we’ve really been able to do, we 
won’t get beaten,” he said. “It’s 
continue to do the simple things. It’s 
play short passes, we get into the 
box. We do all those things. And to 
beat another good team, we just have 
to play our game, do our thing, and 
continue to do it well and generate 
chances.”

Memorial Sports Center
296 Buttolph Drive • Middlebury, VT

802-388-1238
info@memorialsportscenter.org
MemorialSportsCenter.org

Upcoming Events

Want to be a VolunteerWant to be a Volunteer
Zamboni Driver?Zamboni Driver?

See our website to learn more!See our website to learn more!

Thursday, Nov. 3
9:00-11:00 PM - Public Skating

3:30-4:45 PM - Stick & Puck

Friday, Nov. 4:
3:30-5:00 PM - Stick & Puck

Sunday, Nov. 6:
2:30-4:00 PM - Public Skating

Monday, Nov. 7:
3:30-5:00 PM - Stick & Puck

Tuesday, Nov. 8:
9:00-11:00 PM - Public Skating

3:30-5:00 PM - Stick & Puck

Thursday, Nov. 10:
9:00-11:00 PM - Public Skating

3:30-4:45 PM - Stick & Puck

Friday, Nov. 11:
3:30-5:00 PM - Stick & Puck

MUHS FORWARD RONEN Silberman appears to be suspended in air as he, OV goalie Isaiah Wood, 
and players on both teams wait to see if his header will be on target. It wasn’t — the bid soared over the 
crossbar. But Silberman still scored twice as the No. 2 Tigers defeated the No. 10 Otters in Saturday’s 
D-II quarterfi nal. 

Independent photo/Steve James

Tigers top OV boys in D-II quarterfi nal

TIGER FORWARD ZACH Wilkerson makes a play on the ball in the 
OV box as Otter goalie Isaiah Wood challenges during Saturday’s D-II 
quarterfi nal, won by the No. 2 Tigers over the No. 10 Otters.

Independent photo/Steve James

MIDDLEBURY — The 
Middlebury College football team 
prevailed in dramatic fashion on 
Saturday, when the Panther fi eld 
hockey and men’s soccer team hosted 
and won NESCAC quarterfi nals as 
well. The women’s soccer team was 
upset in its fi rst-round league playoff 
game. 
FOOTBALL

The football team came from 
behind to edge Colby, 20-17. The 
Panthers scored a touchdown with 
41 seconds left to go, and Rocco 
Stola picked off a pass on the Mules’ 
ensuing possession to nail down the 
win. The Panthers improved to 6-1 
and remained in second place in 
NESCAC behind undefeated Trinity. 
Colby dropped to 4-3.

Colby took the lead on a Lowell 
Carr 23-yard fi eld goal with 1:01 
gone in the second quarter. The 
Mules made it 10-0 on their next 
possession. Quarterback Matt 

Hersch started the drive with a 
54-yard pass to Jack Sawyer, and 
Donovan Ganges capped it with a 
four-yard run. 

Panther kicker Andrew Haas hit a 
24-yard fi eld goal later in the quarter 
and added a 26-yarder to open the 
second half to make it 10-6.

Both defenses held until the 
Panthers took over at midfi eld with 
7:10 remaining in the fourth quarter 
and drove to score on a 17-yard 
pass from Cole Kennon to Greg 
Livingston to make it 13-10. 

Colby responded, with Hersch 
fi nding Cormac Wright for 27 yards 
before hitting Keon Smart for a 37-
yard scoring strike to make it 17-13 
with 4:01 to go.

Both teams then forced punts 
before Middlebury took over on its 
25 with 2:01 to go. Kennon then 
connected with Donovan Wood on 
three straight passes to move the 
Panthers to the Colby 45. Kennon 
found Anson Clough for 18 yards 
to help set up a 14-yard TD pass to 
Clough that made it 20-17 at 0:41.

Stola then picked off Hersch on 
the Panther 22-yard line to end the 
suspense. Stola led all players with a 
career-best eight solo tackles, adding 
a game-high three pass breakups 
to go with the interception. Nolan 
Tibball recorded 10 tackles and 
added two pass breakups and an 
interception.

The Panthers will host Hamilton 
this coming Saturday in what will be 
Coach Bob Ritter’s last home game 
leading the program. Middlebury 
will wrap up the season at Tufts the 
following Saturday.
FIELD HOCKEY

No. 1 seeded Middlebury fi eld 

hockey pulled away in Saturday’s 
second half to defeat No. 8 
Hamilton, 5-1, in a home NESCAC 
quarterfi nal. Middlebury (15-1) will 
now host the league’s fi nal four this 
weekend, while Hamilton wraps up 
at 8-8.

This coming Saturday at 11 a.m. 
the Panthers will entertain No. 5 
Williams (12-4), after which No. 2 
Tufts (11-5) and No. 3 Trinity (13-3) 
will meet at 1:30 p.m. The winners 
will meet at noon on Sunday for the 
league’s automatic bid to the NCAA 
Division III tournament. The four-
time defending NCAA champion 
Panthers would appear to be sure of 
an at-large bid if they fall short this 
coming weekend. 

Against Hamilton, Katie George 
scored in the fi rst quarter to give 
Middlebury the lead; it proved to be 
the only goal of the fi rst half. 

Middlebury outscored Hamilton 
in the third quarter. Amy Griffi n 
made it 2-0 early on with an assist 
from Grace Murphy. 

Hamilton converted its only shot 
of the game on a penalty corner 
about a minute later, with Hannah 
Dillon doing the honors. Then the 
Panthers took control. Two minutes 
later Caroline Segal’s reverse 
sweep made it 3-1, and two minutes 
after that Lilly Branka tipped in a 
Charlotte Marks shot on a penalty 
corner. George added an unassisted 
fourth-quarter goal to create the fi nal 
score. Hamilton goalie Abby Griffi n 
made four saves. 
MEN’S SOCCER

The men’s soccer team — seeded 
4th in the NESCAC tourney — 
blanked No. 5 Hamilton on Saturday, 
2-0. The 10-3-3 Panthers advanced 

to the fi nal four, hosted by No. 2 seed 
Williams this coming weekend. 

The Panthers will take on No. 3 
Amherst (10-1-5), with whom they 
tied in the regular season, at 1:30 p.m. 
Williams (6-1-9) will entertain No. 8 
Connecticut (7-5-4) on Saturday, and 
the winners will meet on Sunday at 
noon, with the NESCAC’s automatic 
berth in the NCAA tournament at 
stake. Middlebury could also earn 
an at-large bid when the fi eld is 
announced on Monday. 

Against Hamilton (8-4-4) this past 
Saturday, the Panthers took the lead 
in the 11th minute, when Tyler Payne 
roofed the rebound of a Jordan Saint-
Louis shot.

Middlebury scored its second goal 
with less than fi ve minutes remaining 
in the contest by countering Hamilton 
pressure. Alem Hadzic fi nished off 
a pass from Gavin Randolph. Two 
Continental goalies combined for 
four saves, and Panther goalie Ryan 
Grady stopped three shots for the 
shutout.
WOMEN’S SOCCER 

The fourth-seeded Middlebury 
women’s soccer team fell, 2-1, 
to fi fth-seeded Trinity (7-4-3) in 
a NESCAC Quarterfi nal contest. 
The 10-5-1 Panthers, who had been 
ranked in recent weeks, will hope for 
an NCAA bid on Nov. 7. 

The Panthers outshot the Bantams, 
19-6, and had good chances from 
Lucy Patton and Ellie Bavier before 
Trinity took the lead in the 33rd 
minute, when Mia Fusco knocked 
home a loose ball. The Bantams 
made it 2-0 12 minutes into the 
second half, when Dot Tilden bent 
a left-footed shot in from outside the 
box.

Middlebury defender Elise Morris 
scored her fi rst career goal with 
11:49 remaining, knocking in a loose 
ball after a free kick. 

Bantam goalie Marina Cournoyer 
made her seventh save in the fi nal 
minute, on Bavier, to seal the win. 
Panther goalie Sydney Poppinga 
made two saves. 
CROSS COUNTRY

The Panther men’s and women’s 
cross country teams competed in 
NESCAC championship races 
hosted by Hamilton College this past 
Saturday. 

The Middlebury men’s team 
fi nished in third with 106 points, 
behind Williams (41 points) and 
Colby (104).

Alec Gironda paced Middlebury, 
fi nishing in fi fth place to earn 
All-NESCAC First Team honors. 
His time of 24:17.6 over 8K was a 
personal best as he shaved nearly 30 
seconds off his previous mark from 
two weeks ago.

Panther Zander Kessler also 
clocked a personal record time of 
24:28.7. Also scoring for Middlebury 
were Ziggy Goddard in 17th 
(personal best of 24:47.8), Owen 
Johnson (40th) and Shef West (44). 

The Panther women’s cross 
country team placed eighth on the 
6K course. Middlebury was led by 
Morgane Orcutt (25th in a personal-
best 22:42.9). Audrey Grimes (26th 
in personal record 22:44.1), Kate 
Kenny (42), Kate Ratcliffe (47 in 
personal best 23:22.4) and Lucca 
Franz (51) rounded out the scorers 
for Middlebury, fi nishing within 16 
seconds of each other.

Midd fi eld hockey, men’s soccer net playoff wins; football is 6-1
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Certainly the Tigers ruled the 
first half. Hartford did earn a first 
down on its initial possession, but 
fumbled on the next play. Riney 
recovered it on the Hartford 27, but 
it proved to be the only time the 
Tigers didn’t score: Confusion on a 
field goal attempt led to a penalty, 
followed by an incomplete pass on 
fourth down. 

No matter, they got the ball 
back on the Hartford 38 later in 
the period after a high snap on a 
punt forced a short kick. And the 
Tigers moved to score from there 
at 8:51 of the second period, when 
Schnoor waltzed in from the one 
to make it 13-0 after the Jackson 
Gillett kick.

Of note: The Tigers ran the ball 
29 times in the first half without 
losing yardage on any of the plays, 
and in all they ground out 277 yards 
on 46 attempts. Smith credited the 
team’s offensive line: Kyle Stearns, 
Jeremiah Tinker, Joseph Bergevin, 
Tim Whitney and Sawyer Cadoret 
started up front on Friday.

“That group has jelled over that 
11-week period from preseason 
to now,” Smith said. “I felt about 
midseason those guys were really 

hitting their stride.”
After a Hartford dropped pass 

(it should have been a long gain) 
and a Stone sack, the Tigers took 
over at the Hartford 45 and quickly 
made it 20-0 with a four-play drive. 
Schnoor covered 34 of those yards 
with a run to the Hurricane 3. From 
there Stone punched it in to make 
it 20-0. 

A pass break-up by George 
Devlin helped the Tigers get the 
ball back at their 33, and they 
moved again. Ten- and 11-yard 
runs by Stone and an 11-yard 
Gillett reverse helped move the 
ball to the Hartford 23. From there 
Kemp found Riney covered by one 
defender at the goal line, and Riney 
won the jump ball for the TD at 
0:45. The kick made it 27-0. 

Tiger defensive back Tassilo 
Luksch punctuated the first half 
by picking off a long pass from 
Hartford QB Brayden Trombly.

Hartford moved the ball better 
in the second half, but a Gavin 
McNulty interception on fourth 
down at the Tiger 35 ended a 
march that consumed most of the 
third quarter. Trombly sparked a 
92-yard scoring drive early in the 
fourth with three runs for a total of 

65 yards, and Ezra Mock scored 
from the Tiger 1 at 9:54. 

Trombly finished with six rushes 
for 72 yards, and completed two of 
nine passes for 15 yards. Hartford 
fullback Justin Robinson ran 10 
times for 50 yards. 

The Tigers outgained Hartford, 
300-157. Stone (17 rushes, 120 
yards) and Schnoor (13 attempts, 
102 yards) led the way on the 
ground, and McNulty added 57 
yards on 13 attempts. 

Coach Smith said the Tigers are 
combining opportunistic, bend-
not-break defense with an offense 
that is not only gaining yards, but 
also, unlike at times previously, 
taking care of the ball.

“That’s been the M.O. lately. 
Don’t give up any big plays, and 
don’t turn the ball over like we 
were earlier in the season,” Smith 
said. “We’re not giving the other 
team that momentum.”

So why not another win in the 
coming week’s semifinal and 
then onto a final in Rutland the 
following Saturday?

“It’s one week at a time,” Smith 
said. “All we’ve got to be is 1-0.”

 

Football
(Continued from Page 1B)

OV boys and two OV girls ran as 
individuals. 

The best result came from 
Luke Calvin on the boys’ side: 
He finished 19th overall in D-III 
in 20:06.9. His teammate Baker 
Larock finished 68th overall in 
23:50 in the same race. 

On the girls’ side in D-III, OV’s 
Sara Loyzelle was 20th overall 
in 25:24.3, and teammate Kelsey 

Adams finished 28th overall in 
26:22.8.  
GIRLS’ RESULTS

U-32’s Ginger Long won the 
D-II girls’ race in 20:38.9. The 
female runners by school, with the 
top five scoring, and their scoring 
placements (except as noted) were: 

MUHS: 5. Beth McIntosh, 
21:24.4; 6. Mary Harrington, 
21:24.6; 9. Ava Schneider, 22:20.6; 
16. Seina Dowgiewicz, 23:05.5; 

45. Ari Graham-Gurland, 25:50.7; 
46. Mahina Elchibekova, 25:50.9; 
58. Sarah Benz, 28:55.2. 

MOUNT ABE: 25. Kayla 
Friend, 23:45.6; 47. Isabella Shea, 
26:05.3; 49. Maisy Hill, 26:27.9; 
50. Ruby Jean Hall, 26:29.6; 56. 
Emily Fritz, 27:55.5.

VUHS: 59. Torrey Hanna, 
26:46.6; 67. Jasmine Little, 
28:19.6; 78. Zoe Reid-St John 
(non- scoring placements).

BOYS’ RESULTS
Montpelier’s Avery Smart won 

the D-II boys’ race in 16:55.6. 
The male runners by school, 

with the top five scoring, and their 
scoring placements were: 

MUHS: 12. Baker Nelson, 
18:24.3; 13. Baxter Harrington, 
18:43.8; 15. Kaden Hammond, 
18:58.4; 16. Ben Seaton, 19:00.6; 
19. Matias Citarella, 19:13.4; 30. 
Ethan Spritzer, 19:42; 34. Matthew 
Berg, 19:58.6.

VUHS: 27. Grey Fearon, 19:37.1; 
32. Calvin Gramling, 19:48.5; 
45. Calder Rakowski, 20:25.7; 
47. Carter McGuire, 20:40.0; 76. 
Chance Koenig, 23:38.9.

MOUNT ABE: 25. Norman 
Benoit, 19:33.6; 54. William Iliff, 
21:33.9; 60. Elliot Senecal, 22:22.4; 
61. Dustin Lavigne, 22:30.7; 70. 
Morgan Barnes, 23:03.4; 71. Owen 
Reynolds, 23:09.2; 77. Ryan Cross, 
23:41.  

SOPHOMORE BAKER NELSON, right, was the top finisher for the 
third-place D-II MUHS boys’ at Saturday’s state cross-country meet 
in Thetford.

Photo by Joe McVeigh

VUHS middie Ethan Croke beat 
Garvin to the rebound and headed 
home a point-blank goal. 

Rooney hit the crossbar again 
from long range early in the second 
half. If Hayes had a complaint it 
was that he would have liked to 
have seen the Commodores take 
more such shots. At times, he said, 
the Commodores passed up good 
chances in search of perfection. 

“I thought we could have pulled 
the trigger more. When you’re 
getting those shots outside the box, 
take them and good things happen,” 
Hayes said.

VUHS did score two more goals 
that approached perfection. At 
19:40 Wyman threaded a pass to 
Duprey cutting again into the left 
side of the box. This time Garvin 

came out aggressively, but Duprey 
touched the ball around the goalie 
and tapped the ball home. 

A minute later the Commodores 
submitted a goal-of-the-year 
candidate. On a free kick from 
midfield Oakley Francis rolled the 
ball to Wyman running down the 
right sideline. Wyman took one 
touch and lofted a pinpoint serve to 
Rooney about eight yards out from 
the left post. Rooney volleyed the 
ball out of mid-air, drilling it back 
inside the right post to make it 4-0.

The Chieftains kept battling, 
and Palmer did well to break up a 
Kubisek and O’Brien rush into the 
box shortly after that strike. With 14 
minutes to go goalie Abram Francis 
went high to snare a dangerous Ben 
Munukka free kick. Francis finished 
with two saves, while Garvin made 

five. 
Wyman said it would be important 

for the Commodores to “just play 
our game” moving forward, and 
their tough D-II schedule has gotten 
them ready for the D-III postseason.

“The farther we go, obviously, 
the better the teams we’ll play,” 
Wyman said. “I think we have a 
good chance. We’re a well-rounded 
team. We want to win together, and 
I think this is our year.”

Given the solid defensive work 
and the team’s offensive ability, 
Hayes believes the Commodores 
have the capability to advance 
further.

“If we continue to work on what 
we’re working on, which is to win 
the midfield and move the ball like 
we can, we’re going to score goals,” 
Hayes said. “So I’m very hopeful.”

Soccer 
(Continued from Page 1B)

VUHS SENIOR STRIKER Elijah Duprey watches his left-footed shot head toward the goal to make it 3-0 
during the No. 1 Commodores’ 4-0 D-III quarterfinal win on Saturday over No. 3 Green Mt. Union.

Independent photo/Steve James

X-country
(Continued from Page 1B)
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Practitioner of the WeekPractitioner of the Week
Donna Belcher, 
M.A., psychologist-
master, has been 
in private practice 
in Vermont for 34 
years. She has felt 
privileged to work 
with a wide variety 
of people. She has 
experience with 
such challenges 
as: depression, 
anxiety, grief, 
chronic illness, 
divorce, caregiver 
burnout, work 
stress, mid life 
transitions and 
developing a 
deeper connection with creativity 
and life purpose.

My office is currently open for 
telephone, online, and in person 

appointments.
Most insurances now cover 

telephone and video.

“Wellness is more than the absence of illness.”
50 Court St • Middlebury, Vt 0575350 Court St • Middlebury, Vt 0575350 Court St • Middlebury, Vt 0575350 Court St • Middlebury, Vt 05753

A Center for 
Independent Health Care PractitionersIndependent Health Care PractitionersIndependent Health Care PractitionersIndependent Health Care PractitionersIndependent Health Care Practitioners

............................802-247-8106
Therapeutic Soft & Deep Tissue

...............................802-388-0254
Energy Work             https://joanne.abmp.com

Donna Belcher, 
MA Licensed 
Psychologist 

- Master, 
Psychotherapy
 & Hypnosis

Directory

“Wellness is more than the absence of illness.”
50 Court St • Middlebury, Vt 05753

A Center for 
Independent Health Care Practitioners

SOMAWORK

WELLNESS
CENTER

Charlotte BishopCharlotte Bishop ............................802-247-8106
    Therapeutic Soft & Deep Tissue

JoAnne KenyonJoAnne Kenyon...............................802-388-0254
Energy Work             https://joanne.abmp.com

Donna Belcher, M.A.Donna Belcher, M.A. ..................... 802-388-3362
    Licensed Psychologist - Master

Nancy TellierNancy Tellier ...................................802-989-8046
Ortho-Bionomy®

Hyla DickinsonHyla Dickinson...................................... 802-989-2969
Therapeutic Massage, Lymph Drainage
Craniosacral & Visceral Manipulation

Georgia Dune CMT, CR, LEGeorgia Dune CMT, CR, LE.................  802-377-2507
Reflexology, Facials & More, Dunespavt.com

Laurinda Poirier-Solomon, RN, L AcLaurinda Poirier-Solomon, RN, L Ac..802-238-4659
Acupuncture & Shiatsu Bodywork

First pickleball, now volleyball: 
I am so broadening my Addison 
County sports horizons!

Next fall, a year from now, 
Middlebury Union High School 
will add a varsity sport and have a 
girls’ varsity volleyball team, not 
a club but a fully sanctioned team. 
That doesn’t happen by accident, 
out of the blue. Their preparations 
have been thorough and the 
process engaged in a remarkably 
short (post-COVID) time.

Just last year, fall 2021, nine 
intrepid 9th-grade girls who 
were not playing a fall sport 
formed a “club” volleyball team, 
called themselves the 
“Middlebury Mountain 
Goats,” found other 
schools willing to play 
them at the JV level, 
coming away with a 7-4 
record. 

This year’s team, 
offi cial MUHS JVs, 
had a record of 16-1 
against other JV 
teams in the state and 
won the statewide JV 
tournament, defeating 
Essex 3-1. The varsity 
team next year will have an 
experienced core, though still 
young. Optimism is high indeed. 

There was also a JV “B” team 
this fall, as 26 students participated 
in the program (three juniors, nine 
sophomores, 14 freshmen). That 
level of interest speaks to one of 
the central concerns whenever a 
sport is added to existing offerings: 
sustainability. Will there be 
suffi cient interest over time, after 
the initial bloom, to maintain a 
program. 

Sean Farrell, activities director 
at MUHS, was appropriately 

cautious, at the outset anyway. 
“I struggled with it as we moved 
forward,” he said in a conversation 
last week. “I took a long time to 
really think about it. It’s always a 
concern — will there be numbers 
to support it. We had many 
conversations.

“But it was clear the interest 
was there, the numbers are 
impressive, and this is already a 
pretty accomplished group. These 
are largely athletes that were not 
going to be playing fi eld hockey 
or soccer. Anything to support our 
kids trying to excel, I’m all for it.”

The team has two coaches, 
Bethany Morrissey 
and Amanda Young. 
Bethany, the head coach, 
taught at Salisbury 
Community School for 
16 years and now teaches 
math at Middlebury 
Union Middle School. 
She is also the girls’ 
JV softball coach at 
MUHS. Bethany was a 
college athlete, playing 
volleyball (captain) and 
softball at Anna Maria 
College in Worcester, 

Mass., and was a two-sport athlete 
in high school in Marlborough, 
Mass. 

She pointed out to me that 
volleyball, aside from track and 
fi eld, is the “most popular high 
school female sport in the country,” 
according to the NFHS (National 
Federation of High School Sports). 
“It’s super fun. There’s no down 
time; you’re constantly moving. 
If you make a mistake you can 
immediately redeem yourself.”

Amanda, her assistant, is a 
medical doctor, the director of 
Emergency Medicine at Porter 

Medical Center. A Middlebury 
College graduate, she is an “avid 
athlete” and was a member of the 
squash team in college. She grew 
up in Cornwall and played soccer 
and lacrosse as a high school 
student at MUHS. 

“I love doing things with my 
kids, if they let me tag along,” she 
told me. “Sports helped me in my 
life, making connections, building 
confi dence. I work better in teams 
in my job because I played sports.”

Both coaches have daughters 
on the team, 10th-graders Ronan 
Young and Emma Morrissey (and 
both have 8th-grade daughters 
who are avid players). It was 
Ronan’s and Emma’s enthusiasm 
and commitment as rising 9th-
graders that got things rolling 
and ultimately carried the day. As 
Bethany and Amanda wrote in 
a fundraising letter to the Lions 
Club: 

“The adventure started with 
two teenagers, a petition, and a 
volleyball . . . and encompassed car 
washes, epic carpooling, student 
community service, and successful 
campaigning by 26 very committed 
and amazing young athletes.” 

Everyone I spoke to about this 
volleyball “adventure” pointed 
to the importance of “March 
Madness” to the growth of 
volleyball locally. No, not that
March Madness. This March 
Madness is a statewide middle-
school initiative that took over 
MUMS in March 2022, just last 
spring, in the hiatus between the 
winter and spring sports seasons. 

Over 60 kids from 6th to 
8th grade participated in this 
“mini-season of coed play,” (in 
which) “the balance between 
strict competition and a fun/

safe experience should favor the 
latter,” according to the program’s 
guidelines. The Mountain Goats 
were the “coaches” in this middle-
school volleyball jamboree. 

The Middlebury College 
volleyball team has taken a natural 
interest in this fl edgling program. 
“What Bethany and Amanda 
have done is really exceptional,” 
Panther Coach Sarah Raunecker 
said. “They’re doing a great job. 
It’s exciting for Middlebury to 
have MUHS volleyball, and it’s 
very popular.”

The preseasons of both teams 
this fall coincided, so there was 
the opportunity for considerable 
interaction. The Panther players 
attended a number of practices 
in August, providing instruction 

and mentoring to the high school 
athletes — as Amanda put it, 
“modeling what they can be.” 

The college team came to the 
high school homecoming gaming 
game against CVU, and the high 
school players returned the favor by 
attending college games. As Coach 
Raunecker said, “The connection 
to community is important.” 

Middlebury College junior Kelly 
Ferraro commented in an email on 
the Tiger players’ “positivity and 
‘coachability.’ I’m not surprised 
they were able to improve so much 
this year.” Her teammate Caitlin 
Smith, a sophomore, discussed 
how “eager the athletes are to learn. 
I loved seeing their encouragement 
of one another and optimism from 
the start.”

Last Friday I ventured into the 
beautiful new rec gym on Creek 
Road to observe some pick-up 
volleyball in an “open gym” 
session (the MUHS gym does not 
physically accommodate volleyball 

at this point). There were about 25 
athletes there, having a good time, 
mostly 9th-grade girls I was told, 
and coaches Morrissey and Young.

I conversed with Ronan and 
Emma, the progenitors, and 
also Sienna Rubright and Aven 
Francovic. They conveyed their 
satisfaction at what had been 
accomplished so far and their 
optimism for their future, and how 
much they love the sport.

Watching from the door 
were town Recreation Director 
Dustin Hunt and his associate 
Scott Bourne. I asked them their 
impression of this local volleyball 
development. Dustin answered 
immediately, “Defi nitely a good 
thing! They’re in it for the long 
haul.”

Scott concurred, adding 
how much he appreciates 
how “respectful” the athletes 
are and how much they value 
“sportsmanship.”

A volleyball adventure at MUHS

Sports (Mostly)
KARL 

LINDHOLM

THE MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE Women’s Volleyball team and the Middlebury Union High School JV 
Volleyball team meet this fall in the college gym. The two teams developed a relationship, the college 
team providing instruction and mentorship. The MUHS team fi nished with a 16-1 record and won the 
statewide JV tournament. The college team (14-9) competes against Williams College Friday in the 
NESCAC Tournament.
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SOUTH BURLINGTON — In 
a game that featured two dramatic 
touchdowns that created lead 
changes in the fi nal 1:09, the No. 
5 seed Mount Abraham-Vergennes 
football team defeated No. 4 Rice, 
43-40, in a Division III quarterfi nal 
on Saturday. 

The 5-4 Eagles advanced to 
meet undefeated top seed Windsor 
on the road at 1 p.m. this coming 
Saturday. The teams did not meet 
in the regular season. 

Rice’s Green Knights dropped 
to 5-4 with Saturday’s loss. In that 
game, MAV held a slim advantage 
with just over a minute left, when 
Rice faced fourth-and-nine from 
its own 49-yard line. On the next 
play Rice quarterback Dallas St. 
Peter tossed a 51-yard touchdown 
pass to Sharif Sharif, and the 
Green Knights took a 40-37 lead. 

Rice kicked off to Lucas Allen, 
however, and he broke the return 
73 yards for the winning score, 
and the Eagles stopped the Green 
Knights for the program’s fi rst 
playoff victory in about a decade.

Rice got one rushing touchdown 
from Mathias Mazanti (49 yards) 
and two from St. Peter (5 and 3 
yards). They also returned two 
interceptions for scores. 

Jamison Couture had a big day 
for MAV rushing for 193 yards, 
including scores of 25, 24 and 
6 yards. Couture also caught a 
25-yard TD pass from QB Zeke 
Dubois and scored a pair of 2-point 
conversions. Rice held receiver 
Ian Funke to two catches, but one 
was for an 85-yard touchdown. 
Dubois completed nine of 26 
attempts for 170 yards, with the 
two TDs and two picks.  

FAIRFAX — No. 2 seed 
Fairfax-Lamoille pulled away 
in the second half on Saturday 
to defeat the visiting No. 7 Otter 
Valley football team, 18-6. 

The game was tied at halftime, 
6-6, with Chase Razanouski 
scoring a rushing touchdown for 
the Otters. 

The Otters mounted one long 
drive with the score still tied in 
the second half, but were stopped 
short on fourth-and-six in Bullet 
territory. Fairfax-Lamoille then 
marched down the fi eld to take 
the lead and later added an 
insurance score. 

Two Bullets accounted for all 
their team’s points: Bullet QB 
Cooper Harvey scored a rushing 
touchdown and threw a TD pass 
to Shaun Gibson, and Gibson 
also ran for a touchdown.

Fairfax-Lamoille improved 
to 7-1 heading into a Saturday 
semifi nal vs. Mill River. The 
Otters wrapped up at 4-5.

OV football falls 
to No. 2 Fairfax 
in postseason

By ANDY KIRKALDY
ADDISON COUNTY — The 

fi eld hockey season came to an end 
this past Friday and Saturday for the 
area’s high school fi eld hockey teams, 
when all three dropped Division II 
quarterfi nals on the road to higher 
seeds, including four-time defending 
champion Mount Abraham, the No. 
7 seed, as well as No. 5 seed Otter 
Valley and No. 9 Middlebury.
EAGLES

The Eagles, who were hard-hit 
by graduation after their four-year 
title run, fell on Thursday to No. 2 
Hartford, 4-1, in a rematch of the 
2021 fi nal. Hurricane Alice Piper 
sparked her team’s attack with three 
goals, and Madison Willey added 
the fourth. Paige Vieleux made fi ve 
saves for Hartford, which improved 
to 13-2-1.

Sarah Heath knocked in the 
Eagle goal. Coach Jen Myers said 

her team had more chances against 
the Hurricanes and earned nine 
penalty corners to Hartford’s six. 
Goalie Greta Jennison made fi ve 
saves as the Eagles wrapped up a 
4-9-2 campaign against, as always, 
almost entirely D-I competition.
OTTERS 

The Otters came up just short 
against No. 4 Spaulding, 3-2, after 
coming out strong with two fi rst-
period scores. OV took a lead in the 
fi rst minute, when Breanna Bovey
poked in the rebound of a Ryleigh 
LaPorte shot. LaPorte netted her 
own rebound with one second to go 
in the fi rst period to make it 2-0. 

Bella Bevins got one back for 
the Tide early in the second period 
on one of 17 Tide penalty corners. 
Spaulding then scored two quick 
goals late in the third period to take 
the lead. Eden White tied the score 
with 1:22 left in the quarter, and then 

Ruby Harrington, like LaPorte had 
done earlier, scored with a second on 
the clock to create what proved to be 
the fi nal score.

Both Tide goalie Abigail Geno, 
whose team improved to 14-1, 
and OV’s Lily Morgan (14 saves) 
excelled. The Otters wrapped up 
another strong season at 10-5. 
TIGERS

The No. 9 Tigers had outplayed 
No. 8 St. Johnsbury in their shootout 
victory in the fi rst round, but No. 1 
Woodstock (13-1, including two 
wins over OV and one over D-I 
power Bellows Falls) carried the day 
in Saturday’s quarterfi nal, 5-0.

In improving to 13-1 the Wasps 
got two goals apiece from Hannah 
Gubbins and Noah Harper and three 
saves from goalie Audrey Emery. 

The Tigers dropped to 2-13-1 
despite 13 saves from goalie Jolee 
Heffernan. 

Field hockey teams bow in playoffs

Eagle football stuns Rice
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By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — The 

Vergennes City Council on 
Oct. 27 approved a resolution 
honoring just-retired Vergennes 
Police Chief George Merkel 
for his 13 years of “dedicated 
service” to the city. 

Merkel, 68, retired Oct. 31.
The resolution cited his work 

to transform the city police 
department into a respected, 
professional and well-trained 
force from its “state of disarray” 
prior to his 2009 hire; his 
community service, especially 
to young people; his other 
professional accomplishments; 
his restorative justice initiatives; 
his creation of Project Vision 
North, which enhanced police 
cooperation with area social 
service agencies; and his ability 
to obtain outside funding for the 
city department.”

See below for full text of the 
proclamation.

“We’re very happy for 
George,” said Mayor Matt 
Chabot at the meeting. “But 
we’re losing such a well-
respected chief.”

City Manager Ron Redmond 
suggested another step the 
council could take — to create 
a fund in Merkel’s name that 
could be used to aid those in 
need, for whom he said the chief 
always worked so hard. 

Redmond suggested 
such a fund could be 
supported with tax 
deductible donations, 
and agreed it could 
become a city general 
fund line item. 

Chabot suggested 
that $5,200 due to 
the city as part of 
a national opioid 
settlement could be 
used to seed the fund. 
The council made no 
decision on Oct. 27, but pledged 
to revisit the idea soon. 

As Redmond put it, “I think 
what the chief has accomplished 
is legacy stuff.”

The proclamation the 
Vergennes City Council 
approved unanimously on Oct. 
27 read as follows:

“ R E C O G N I Z I N G 
POLICE CHIEF GEORGE 
MERKEL FOR HIS YEARS 

OF DEDICATED SERVICE ON 
THE OCCASION OF HIS 
RETIREMENT FROM THE 
CITY OF VERGENNES 

WHEREAS, Chief Merkel 
joined the Vergennes Police 
Department as Chief in 2009; and 

WHEREAS, at that time, he 
inherited a police department 
that was in a state of disarray on 
multiple fronts; and 

WHEREAS, through his 
leadership, he transformed the 
City’s police department into 

an organization that 
is today recognized 
as professional, 
well-trained and well-
organized; and  

WHEREAS, over 
the course of his career 
in law enforcement, 
Chief Merkel has been 
recognized by his 
peers as a leader and 
collaborator.  He has 
served as president of 
the Vermont Police 

Association, is a member of the 
leadership and training team at the 
Vermont State Police Academy 
and has served on numerous 
State-wide committees created to 
address public safety issues and 
policies; and

WHEREAS, during his tenure 
as chief, he has been a leader 
in efforts to reduce reliance on 
the criminal justice system and 
implement restorative justice 
initiatives; and

WHEREAS, through his 
vision and passion, Project 
Vision North was created to 
bring law enforcement and 
social service agencies together 
in northern Addison County, 
to resolve quality of life 
issues before they evolve into 
situations requiring direct and 
traditional law enforcement; and

WHEREAS, Chief Merkel 
successfully leveraged federal 
and state grants to fund training 
and development program, 
and to secure equipment 
and technology that has 
strengthened the department’s 
effectiveness, accountability, 
and its reputation; and 

WHEREAS, Chief Merkel 
successfully secured funding 
from the Governor’s Highway 
Safety Program that brought 
enhanced technology to our fleet, 
and helped provide additional 
coverage to our city; and

WHEREAS, Chief Merkel has 
been a life-long public servant.  
He has served with distinction 
as a member of the Vermont 
Army National Guard. Prior to 
joining the Vergennes Police 
Department, Chief Merkel 
served with distinction at police 
departments in Middlebury, 
Brandon and Bristol, and at the 
Vermont Department of Fish 
and Game; and

WHEREAS, throughout 
his career, Chief Merkel has 
coached and mentored countless 
young people, helping them to 
overcome barriers and achieve 
personal goals; and 

WHEREAS, Chief Merkel is 
an ardent Yankees fan and his 
on-going rivalry with local Red 
Sox fans is legendary and has 
brought much joy and laughter; 
and

WHEREAS, the City of 
Vergennes is proud to recognize 
the numerous achievements of 
George Merkel, Chief of the 
Vergennes Police Department; 
and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Vergennes 
City Council expresses 
their sincere appreciation to 
Vergennes Police Department’s 
Chief George Merkel for his 
years of dedicated service 
and congratulate him on his 
retirement.”

BRISTOL — This fall, all 
7th- and 8th-grade students at 
Mount Abraham Middle School 
participated in a community art 
project resulting in three vibrant 
team murals now on display at the 
school. 

The Bristol middle school 
restructured this year, transitioning 
from single-grade teams to multi-
grade teams. This project helped 
build cohesion within these new 
teams.

The project was a collaboration 
between the Mount Abraham Middle 
School educator teams and project 
facilitator Claire Tebbs of Ear to 
the Ground. Funding was provided 
by a grant from Five Town Friends 
of the Arts and by the Vermont Arts 
Council’s, Artists-in-Schools grant. 

“We hoped that engaging in 
collaborative artmaking would 
foster an understanding that each 
of us has unique capabilities and 
something to contribute,” explained 
Mount Abe science teacher Jocelyn 
Foran.

The community art project was 
part of an introductory curriculum 
unit focused on building a sense of 
community and inclusion. The three 
organizing questions of the unit 
were: who are you as an individual, 
who are the others in the group, and 
who are we together? 

The project invited students to 
think about their leadership style, 
identify personal preferences when 
working in a group, tackle group 
decision making, and above all, 
experiment with art and the creative 
process as a tool for expression and 
communication. 

Middle school student Henry 
Orvis described his team’s 
masterpiece, “The group project 
celebrates togetherness and 
teamwork because all of our work is 
put together to make a cool piece of 
art for everyone to see.”

MOUNT ABE MIDDLE School students work together on a 
community art project that will be hung in the halls of the school.

MOUNT ABE MIDDLE school student pose with their finished collaborative community art project — 
one of three that students at the Bristol school completed. Shown, from left, are Grace Jenkins, Sam 
Otey, Jaret Sturtevant, Gemma Lyles, Merissa Reynolds, and Isabella Kilbourn.

Photos courtesy of Claire Tebbs

Teens collaborate on vibrate murals
The culminating art pieces bring 

a vibrancy to the hallways and a 
reminder that each student is part of 
a greater whole. 

“I think the project provided a 

pause for students to try something 
new, find a connection with others 
around them, and to see they had an 
immediate, positive impact on their 
school environment,” Tebbs said.

Chief Merkel honored by the city

GEORGE MERKEL

“We’re very 
happy for 
George. 
But we’re 
losing such 
a well-
respected 
chief.”

— Mayor
Matt Chabot

Mount Abraham Union High School

Owen Kelliher
MAUHS

STUDENT OF THE WEEKSTUDENT OF THE WEEK

Owen Kelliher

64 Jackman Drive  •  Bristol 
802.453.2381  •  JackmansInc.com

Way to go, 

Telecommunications Sales and Service
Data Cabling & Fiber Optic Solutions

802-388-8999
Middlebury

CONGRATULATIONS
STUDENTS!

• Business Law  •  Wills, Trusts and Estates
• Government Contracting  •  Elder Law

• Property and Tenancy Issues

Congratulations
Students!

A� ordable & client-focused legal services

802-489-5099 or law@jlgi.com 
28 North Street - Bristol Village

 JOHNSON LAW GROUP JOHNSON LAW GROUP

Well Done!

We’re 
Impressed!

58 Maple Street • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-4944 

www.addisonindependent.com
14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDD., VT

802-388-3371

Stop by to 
grab your 
free gift!

Congratulations!
Keep up the great work,

877-3118
Vergennes, VT

If  you are interested in advertising in Student of  the Week 
contact advertising@addisonindependent.com

Owen Kelliher, president of Mt. Abe’s Neuroscience Club, hails 
from the town of Monkton and is Mt. Abraham Union High School 
Student of the Week. Owen resides with his mom, Laurel Kelliher, 
and dad, John Kelliher, along with their two standard poodles 
Ollie and Louie, Oreo the cat, and chickens. Owen enjoys skiing, 
reading, hiking, playing the piano, and exercising when he is not 
busy working at the Yates Family Orchard in Monkton or working 
with children in the MAUSD Extended Learning Program.

Owen is a curious, intelligent student dedicated to his academics. 
He’s hard-working and a wonderful role model to others with his 
enthusiasm for learning. Owen has won several awards for high 
honors at Mt. Abe and an award at the UVM Math Contest. Owen 
mentioned, “This year AP European History with Ms. Little is my 
favorite class because she teaches in a way that makes learning 
the subject interesting and fun, and she has a great sense of humor 
and love for her work that shines through in her teaching.” Cara 
Mayo, one of Mt. Abe’s outstanding math teachers says, “Owen is 

not just ‘good at math,’ he is truly a mathematician. He loves the 
beauty and magic of mathematics and has continuously challenged 
himself (and his teachers!) since 7th grade with interesting 
problems that fall outside of the curriculum. He has participated in 
a Governor’s Institute strand for Mathematics and completed all the 
math courses that we offer at Mt. Abe. It has been exciting to work 
with someone who is so passionate about a subject!”

Owen says, “The most important lesson I’ve learned at Mt. Abe is 
to listen to others. I’ve found that anyone can teach you something 
if you’re willing to listen and learn!” 

We look forward to Owen starring as one of the lead roles in 
Mt. Abe’s upcoming Fall Musical, “Hello Dolly,” and participating in 
the Vermont State Brain Bee. He plans to attend college at either 
Bowdoin College in Maine or Middlebury College right here in 
Vermont with a major in Computer Science and/or Neuroscience. 
We at Mt. Abe look forward to seeing what Owen accomplishes in 
future, and we wish him the best of luck.

Owen
Owen

Congratulations

802-388-1338
99 Court St., Middlebury, VT

Students of the Week from all area high schools
will receive a gift from Otter Creek Bakery. 
Students of the Week are chosen by school 

teachers and administration.
Best of Luck to All Students!

Owen

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
     388 Exchange Street Open

7 days

www.MiddleburyAgway.com

        802-388-4937
Mon. - Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4

JOIN US ON
SAT., NOV. 19th
FROM 10- 11 am

MUSHROOMS 
OF VERMONT 

PRESENTATION WITH 
MEG MADDEN

Join author, photographer, 
and mycology educator, 
Meg Madden on a visual 

tour of her favorite 
photography subject — the 
colorful, fascinating, and 

extraordinary world
of mushrooms.
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Helping Young Families Get The Right Start

• Community Playgroups
• Parent Education Classes
• Home Visits
• Pregnancy Prevention Programs
• Parent Training & Child Center

Another thought on Article 22…

Could Article 22 give men equal rights to choose? In the 
Constitutional Amendment, Article 22, there is no mention 
of women or abortion. It supports reproductive rights for 
all. Could that mean that a father could demand the birth 
of his child? If the mother says “no” then they would have 
to go to court for a determination.

Article 22 is very evasive in the truth. 
Everyone has value and should 
be protected by the Vermont 
Constitution. 

Please vote “no” on Article 22.

Thank you,
Frank Kane
Middlebury

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Vergennes. Thursday, Nov. 3, 10:45 

a.m., St Peter’s Parish Hall, 85 S. Maple 
St. Please stay in your car. Drive up, check-
in, contact free pick up. Beef Burgundy with 
mushrooms over egg noodles, carrots, dinner 
roll, orange date cookies and milk. Advanced 
reservations only. Call Michelle to reserve by 
Sunday, Oct. 30, at 802-377-1419. Open to 
anyone age 60 and up and their spouse of any 
age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery may be 
provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. 
TVT requires 48-hour notice.

Age Well Thanksgiving dinner 
buffet in Middlebury. Friday, Nov. 4, 

10:45 a.m., VFW, 530 Exchange St. at 
Doors open at 10:45 a.m., meal served at noon 
of traditional turkey dinner mashed potatoes, 
stuffing, gravy, cranberry sauce, carrots, 
pumpkin pie and milk. $5 Suggested donation. 
Advanced tickets only and seats are limited. 
Please contact Michelle ASAP at 802-377-
1419 to get your ticket ahead of time. Deadline 
is Sunday, Oct. 30, at the latest. Call Michelle 
at 802-377-1419. Open to anyone age 60 and 
up and their spouse of any age. Free ride may 
be available. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to 
inquire. TVT requires 48-hour notice. Masks 
encouraged unless seated and eating. Please 
stay home if you don’t feel well. 

Rally in Support of Iranian women in Middlebury. 
Friday, Nov. 4, 2-4 p.m., Chellis House, 56 Hillcrest 
Rd. The Feminist Resource Center at Chellis 
House and a group of concerned students will 
march in solidarity with the protests for women’s 
and human rights currently occurring in Iran. 
Participants will also have a chance to cut their 
hair in solidarity with women in Iran. Participants 
will march to Mead Chapel and will proceed to 
Twilight Hall. Signs will be provided. Bring/make 
your own sign, but please ensure that your words 
and/or imagery are not offensive to women who 
choose to wear a hijab.

Age Well grab and go meal in Starksboro. 
Friday, Nov. 4, 3:30 p.m., Starksboro Baptist 
Church, Route 116. Please stay in your car. 
Drive up, check-in, contact free pick up. Beef 
Burgundy with mushrooms over egg noodles, 
carrots, dinner roll, orange date cookies and 
milk. Advanced reservations only. Call Michelle 
to reserve by Sunday, Oct. 30, at 802-377-1419. 
Open to anyone age 60 and up and their spouse 
of any age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery 
may be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to 
inquire. TVT requires 48-hour notice.

Knights in Italy spaghetti dinner in Bristol. 
Friday, Nov. 4, 5-7 p.m., St. Ambrose Parish 
Hall, 11 School St. Meals are available for 
dine-in or take-out. No pre-order necessary. 
Menu includes spaghetti with sauce, garlic 
bread, salad and dessert. Cost $12 adults/$6 
for children 12 and under/ $30 for a family. 
All proceeds will go toward furthering the St. 
Ambrose Knights of Columbus mission of aiding 
the community in a variety of ways including a 
donation of winter coats to 5-town schools. 

Addison Town Hall proposal informational 
meeting in Addison. Friday, Nov. 4, 7 p.m., 
Addison Fire House, 44 Route 17 W. Come hear 
about the proposal for the Town of Addison to 
raise $2,068,019 by bond, (subject to decrease 
pending successful grant funding) to be used 
to restore the existing Town Hall Building 
for present-day use as a town clerk’s office, 
committee workspace, and town community 
meeting space. Zoom link available. Call the 
Addison Town Clerk at 802-759-2020 to have 
the link emailed to you.

Holiday Bazaar in Middlebury. 
Saturday, Nov. 5, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., 

Congregational Church of Middlebury 
UCC, 30 North Pleasant Street. The 98th 
Annual Bazaar will feature a wide variety of gift 
and personal items: handicrafts; fashion and 
fine jewelry, ties and scarfs; theme gift baskets; 
books, toys, puzzles and games; household 
furnishings; a wide variety of indoor and 
outdoor plants and other garden-related items, 
homemade foods for take-out: soups, pies, 
breads, jams and jellies, and more. Face masks 
are optional. More info: www.midducc.org.

St. Peter’s annual Penny Fair in Vergennes. 
Saturday, Nov. 5, 10 a.m., St. Peter’s Parish 
Hall, 85 South Maple St. Doors open at 10 a.m., 
drawings begin at 6:30 p.m. Chance to win a 
variety of great prizes for pennies a chance. A 
fun-filled day for all ages.

Used book sale in Middlebury. Saturday, Nov. 5, 
10 a.m.-2 p.m., Community Room, Ilsley Public 
Library, 75 Main St. This sale highlights holiday 
books and The Great Courses DVD sets.

PorterPalooza in Middlebury. Saturday, Nov. 5, 
7 p.m., Town Hall Theater, 68 S. Maple St. What 
better way to support your local hospital than 
with a Live Jukebox featuring The Grift, cash 
bar, and lots of fun. Doors open at 7 p.m., band 
starts at 7:30 p.m. Cash Bar. Tickets $30. All 
proceeds support Porter Medical Center. More 
info at townhalltheater.org.

Pancake Breakfast in Middlebury. 
Sunday, Nov. 6, 8-10 a.m., VFW, 530 

Exchange St. Pancakes with maple 
syrup, sausage gravy and biscuits, bacon, 
hash, sausage, hash browns, Eggs and Toast, 
coffee and orange juice. Adults $12/children 
$6. Open to the public. All proceeds benefit 
Veterans programs.

Storytime and free books in 
Salisbury. Monday, Nov. 7, 9 a.m., 

Salisbury Free Public Library, 918 
Maple St. Duncan McDougall, founder of the 
Children’s Literacy Foundation (CLiF) will join 
us to read stories and give away books. Every 
child will leave with two free self-selected high-
quality books. Open to all babies, toddlers, 
preschoolers, and homeschoolers. 

Age Well grab and go meal in Bristol. Monday, 
Nov. 7, 11 a.m., American Legion, Airport Dr. 
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Drive in, loop around, and stay in your car. Roast 
Pork with gravy, mashed potatoes, butternut 
squash, roll, apple crisp and milk. Donations 
accepted. Advanced reservations only. Call 
Michelle to reserve by Wednesday, Nov. 2, at 802-
377-1419. Open to anyone age 60 and up and 
their spouse of any age. Free ride or pick-up and 
delivery may be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-
2287 to inquire. TVT requires 48-hour notice.

American Red Cross blood drive 
in Middlebury. Tuesday, Nov. 8, 

10 a.m.-4 p.m., American Legion, 49 
Wilson Rd. Book now by using the Red Cross 

Blood Donor App, visiting RedCrossBlood.org or 
calling 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767). 
As a thank-you for taking the time to give this 
fall, all who come to give Nov.1-22 will receive a 
$10 e-gift card by email to a merchant of choice. 
Details are available at rcblood.org/perks.

Age Well and Vergennes Seniors in-person 
meal in Vergennes. Tuesday, Nov. 8, 10 a.m., 
Vergennes Congregational Church, 30 South 
Water St. Doors open at 10 a.m. Meal served 
at noon of Chicken corn chowder, winter mixed 
vegetables, biscuit, pumpkin cookie with white 
chocolate chips. Advanced reservations only. 
Call Michelle to reserve by Wednesday, Nov. 2, 
at 802-377-1419. Open to anyone age 60 and 
up and their spouse of any age. $5 suggested 
donation. Please bring your own place setting. 
Local bus provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to 
arrange. TVT requires a 48-hour notice. Masks 
encouraged unless seated and eating. Please 
stay home if you don’t feel well.

Age Well Grab and Go Meal in Bridport. Tuesday, 
Nov. 8, 10:30 a.m., Bridport Congregational 
Church, 54 Middle Rd. Please stay in your car. 
Drive up, check-in, contact free pick up. Roast 
Pork with gravy, mashed potatoes, butternut 
squash, roll, apple crisp and milk. Donations 
accepted. Advanced reservations only. Call 
Michelle to reserve by Wednesday, Nov. 2, at 802-
377-1419. Open to anyone age 60 and up and 
their spouse of any age. Free ride or pick-up and 
delivery may be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-
2287 to inquire. TVT requires 48-hour notice.

Book club in Vergennes. Tuesday, Nov. 8, 6-7 
p.m., Bixby Memorial Library, 258 Main St. Come 
discuss “The Irish Game,” by Matthew Hart. 
Didn’t read or finish the book? No worries! This 
is a no-judgment book club. Also be held virtually 
on Zoom, Email martha.sanborn@bixbylibrary.
org for Zoom link. Books can be reserved by 
emailing Laksamee at laksamee.putnam@
bixbylibrary.org

The Music Man on stage in Middlebury. Thursday, 
Nov. 10, 7 p.m., Auditorium, Middlebury Union 
High School, 73 Charles Ave. There’s trouble 
right here in Middlebury. Come see the MUHS 
fall musical production of Meredith Willson’s 
classic musical.

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Shoreham. Wednesday, Nov. 9, 11 

a.m.-noon, Halfway House, Route 22A. 
Pick up at back door, meals will be brought out. 
Chicken and biscuit dinner. Donations accepted. 
Open to anyone age 60 and up and their spouse 
of any age who fully registers with Age Well. Free 
ride or pick-up and delivery may be provided. Call 
TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. TVT requires a 
48-hour notice. Call the restaurant to reserve at 
least 24-hours in advance. 802-897-5160.

Age Well grab and go meal in Middlebury. 
Wednesday, Nov. 9, 11:15 a.m., Middlebury Rec 
Center, 154 Creek Rd. Please stay in your car. 
Drive up, check-in, contact free pick up. Roast 
Pork with gravy, mashed potatoes, butternut 
squash, roll, apple crisp and milk. Donations 
accepted. Advanced reservations only. Call 
Michelle to reserve by Wednesday, Nov. 2, at 
802-377-1419. Open to anyone age 60 and up 

98 years and counting.
THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH of Middlebury will hold its annual Holiday Bazaar for 

the 98th year on Saturday, Nov. 5, from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. The bazaar will feature a wide variety 
of gift and personal items: handicrafts; fashion and fine jewelry, ties and scarfs; theme gift 
baskets; books, toys, puzzles and games; household furnishings; a wide variety of indoor 
and outdoor plants and other garden-related items, homemade foods for take-out: soups, 
pies, breads, jams and jellies, and more. It’s a great opportunity to get some early holiday 
shopping done.

Photo courtesy of Ruth Penfield
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and their spouse of any age. Free ride or pick-
up and delivery may be provided. Call TVT at 
802-388-2287 to inquire. TVT requires 48-hour 
notice.

Age Well grab and go meal in Monkton. 
Wednesday, Nov. 9, 11:30 a.m., Monkton Town 
Hall, 92 Monkton Ridge. Roast Pork with gravy, 
mashed potatoes, butternut squash, roll, apple 
crisp and milk. Donations accepted. Advanced 
reservations only. Call Michelle to reserve by 
Wednesday, Nov. 2, at 802-377-1419. Open to 
anyone age 60 and up and their spouse of any 
age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery may be 
provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. 

TVT requires 48-hour notice.

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Vergennes. Thursday, Nov. 10, 10:45 

a.m., St Peter’s Parish Hall, 85 S. Maple St. 
Please stay in your car. Drive up, check-in, 
contact free pick up. Roast Pork with gravy, 
mashed potatoes, butternut squash, roll, apple 
crisp and milk. Donations accepted. Advanced 
reservations only. Call Michelle to reserve 
by Sunday, Nov. 6 at 802-377-1419. Open to 
anyone age 60 and up and their spouse of any 
age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery may be 
provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. 
TVT requires 48-hour notice.

“Fraud, Scams, and Con Artists: Coming to a 
Computer Near You” in Shoreham. Thursday, 
Nov. 10, 2 p.m., Shoreham Congregational 
Church, School St. Elliott Greenblott from AARP 
will discuss the why, how and basic defense 
regarding scams perpetrated over the internet. 
Free and open to the public.

Age Well grab and go meal in Starksboro. 
Thursday, Nov. 10, 3:30 p.m., Starksboro Baptist 
Church, Route 116. (Date adjusted for Veterans 
Day). Please stay in your car. Drive up, check-
in, contact free pick up. Roast Pork with gravy, 
mashed potatoes, butternut squash, roll, apple 
crisp and milk. Donations accepted. Advanced 
reservations only. Call Michelle to reserve 
by Sunday, Nov. 6 at 802-377-1419. Open to 
anyone age 60 and up and their spouse of any 
age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery may be 
provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. 
TVT requires 48-hour notice.

Health care virtual forum. Thursday, Nov 10, 7 
p.m., Zoom. Join Addison County and Bristol 
Democrat committees to learn about Universal 
Primary Care from Dr. Deb Richter from Plainfield 
and Mike Fisher, VT Health Care Advocate from 
Lincoln, who will discuss the need for access 
to Universal Primary Care for all Vermonters. 
Addison County legislators will discuss what 
they are doing now and what we need to do. 
Registration link at https://us02web.zoom.us/
meeting/register/tZEvcOutrDgsHNYPZevRUnM
Da8n47f3p0O2C.

The Music Man on stage in Middlebury. Friday, 
Nov. 11, 7 p.m., Auditorium, Middlebury Union 
High School, 73 Charles Ave. There’s trouble 
right here in Middlebury. Come see the MUHS 
fall musical production of Meredith Willson’s 
classic musical. Tickets $8 students/$10 adults. 
More info at 802-382-1192 or www.acsdvt.org/
muhs.

“What do the Midterms Mean for American 
Democracy?” with Howard Dean in 
Middlebury. Thursday, Nov. 10, 7:30 p.m., 
Champlain Valley Unitarian Universalist Society 
2 Duane Ct. The Sheldon Museum and the 
Hawthorne Club invite all to come hear former 
Vermont Governor and 2004 presidential 
candidate Howard Dean discuss midterms and 
the state of our Democracy. 
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Sean Dougherty of Orwell 
participated in Emerson Stage’s 
production of “The Spitfire 
Grill,” performed Oct. 13-16, 2 
in the Robert J. Orchard Stage 
(Paramount Center) at Emerson 
College in Boston, Mass.

The musical follows Percy as 

she travels to a small town in 
Wisconsin, working at Hannah’s 
Spitfire Grill. It is a heartwarming 
tale of hope and redemption.

Dougherty is majoring in 
Writing, Lit & Pub: Publishing 
and is a member of the Emerson 
College Class of 2023.

ADDISON  COUNTY

School News

Reader Comments

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

Quotes are taken from reader comments submitted with subscription renewals.

“I’m grateful we have such a forward thinking community paper.
I like the Arts section, good writing and wonderful pictures”

Here’s what one reader has to say about us!

A subscriber writes:

14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDDLEBURY, VT  |  802-388-3371

OPEN TUESDAY—SATURDAY, 
7AM-4PM | SUNDAY 8AM-2PM OtterCreekBakery.com

Come enjoy our 
housemade 

Pumpkin Spice Latte, 
Pumpkin Chocolate 
Chip Mu�  ns, and 

Pumpkin Cheesecake

OPEN TUESDAY—SATURDAY, 

Pumpkin Spice Latte
Pumpkin Chocolate 
Chip Mu�  ns

Pumpkin Cheesecake
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2022 Halloween Coloring Contest2022 Halloween Coloring Contest  
Winners!Winners!

We received over 50 boWe received over 50 boo-tiful works of art in this 
year’s Halloween Coloryear’s Halloween Coloring Contest. 
There was even a There was even a record number of glittery submissions! It was 
a tough decision (every suba tough decision (every submission was spooktacular!) but the 
twelve artists below havtwelve artists below have been chosen as this year’s winners.

All participants are encouraged to visit our office at 58 Maple Street, 
Middlebury, to pick up their artwork and/or prizes, along with a 
tasty treat, before 4pm on November 23rd.

2022 Halloween Coloring Contest2022 Halloween Coloring Contest  
Winners!Winners!

A special thanks to our 

Braydon Langaway, Age 5, Brandon

Isaac Poppe, Age 6, Middlebury Hazel Lawrence, Age 7, Middlebury Dorothy & Hazel, Age 8, Cornwall

Autumn Spritzer, Age 11, MiddleburyAnya, Age 9, Middlebury Holden McDowell, Age 12, Middlebury

Sarah Tolgyesi, Age 15, Cornwall Edie Sears, Adult, New Haven Jebadiah Plouffe, Adult, Middlebury

Koa Becher, Age 4, VergennesNora Zeno, Age 3, Starksboro

sponsors:ors:
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&&service& DIRECTORY

auto body restoration
auto repair 
carpentry/contractors
cleaning services

computers
construction
duct cleaning
firewood

flooring
heating &
    air conditioning
masonryBusiness

Thursday

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

COMPUTERS

HANDYMAN

PLACE YOUR AD HERE

Look into 
my eyes...
My cuteness is
 irresistible... 
  this space could    
   be yours to
   show 
    everyone your 
     business or 
      services...
        or cuteness.

CONSTRUCTION

CLEANING SERVICES

AUTO BODY RESTORATION

CHECK US OUT
ONLINE AT

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

David Walker Construction
298 Biddle Road
Lincoln, Vermont

05443

Residential - Remodeling
Decks  - Doors - Windows

802-989-0320
email:

dwconstruction@gmavt.net

AUTO REPAIR

LOCAL CONTRACTOR
GENERAL CARPENTRY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Remodeling • Additions

Painting • Roofing
WINNER of “Best Local Contractor” 

FOUR CONSECUTIVE YEARS by 
READERS CHOICE AWARDS!

MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT

MARK TRUDEAUMARK TRUDEAU

802.388.0860802.388.0860

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

802-453-7345  |  138 Hunt Road, New Haven, VT

Metal Fabrication
Agricultural Repair
Commercial Repair

Auto Body Repair
Rust Repair
Collison Repair

Full/Custom
    restoration

We accept all major credit cards  |  We accept Insurance claims
Follow our projects on Facebook

Family owned & operated

Over two decades experience!

MASONRY
Fine Dry Stone Masonry

Jamie Masefield
Certified by the Dry Stone Wallers
Association of Great Britain

802-233-4670
jmasefield@gmavt.net

Gevry Firewood LLC
gevryfirewoodvt@gmail.com

or 802-349-0699

Are you looking for green or 
seasoned firewood?

Well we’ve got it all right here in Addison, VT!

We cut, split, and deliver hardwood 
firewood in 12-24 inch lengths.

And we now offer kiln dried firewood!
Contact us today for a quote!

FIREWOOD

Quaker Village
Carpentry

Siding, Windows, Garages, Decks & Porches
New Construction, Renovations and Repairs

Maurice plouffe
802-545-2251
1736 Quaker Village Road

Weybridge, VT 05753

DO YOU REPAIR OR CLEAN 
FURNACES? 

 YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

FLOORING

And Duct Work 
for Heating, Ventilation 
and Air Conditioning
We use 5,000+ cfm HEPA
Vacuum Cleaning Systems 

Commercial/Residential • Owner Operated • Fully Insured • Neat & Clean

Buy Local! 802.989.0396

Specializing inSpecializing in
Duct CleaningDuct Cleaning

We can design, fabricate, seal, insulate, clean,
anything to do with your ducted systems.

Certified
Collision Experts

All Makes and Models
Working with all

Insurance companies

(802) 388-9961
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

2196 Rt 7 South,  Middlebury
stonecdjr.com

Hometown Service from 
Your Hometown Dealers!

Factory-Trained Technicians
Servicing all makes

and models

G Stone Motors   
36 Boardman St., 

Middlebury
(802) 388-6718

gstonemotors.com 

Stone
Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
2149 Rt 7 So., Middlebury

(802) 388-9961
stonecdjr.com

F    J    C
802.310.1986

• Full service general 
contractor

• Turn key construction
• Kind knowledgeable staff

fjcbuilders.com

One cal l  does i t  a l l
Christopher Netelkos

cnetelkos@fjcbuilders.com   •   Sudbury, Vt.

For an appointment , call The PC Medic of 
Vermont at 802-734-6815
www.pcmedicvt.com

The PC Medic of 
Vermont now offers 

both on-site and remote 
computer services for 

your PC.

Call today to see which 
type of appointment 

you need, and get your 
PC running correctly 

again!

JACK OF ALL 
TRADES? 

CALL 802-388-4944 OR EMAIL  
ADVERTISING@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM  
TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS.

DO YOU WINTERIZE HOUSES? 
YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

CALL 802-388-4944

DUCT CLEANING

Melissa’s Quality
Cleaning Services
Residential & Commercial

GREAT RATES • FULLY INSURED
Reliable & Thorough 

802 345-6257

FLOORING

WINTERWINTER
IS COMING.IS COMING.

ADVERTISE YOURADVERTISE YOUR
SNOW REMOVALSNOW REMOVAL
BUSINESS HERE!BUSINESS HERE!



Addison Independent, Thursday, November 3, 2022 — PAGE 9B

Soak Up The Sun!
Don’t spend your hard-earned money 
making the hot water or electricity that 
you use today–

SOLAR IS MORE AFFORDABLE THAN EVER!

Go Green with us –

We’ve been here for you for 43 years – 
Let us help you with your solar projects today. 

Call for a FREE on-site evaluation

SIDING

LAROSE SURVEYS, P.C.
Ronald L. LaRose, L.S. • Kevin R. LaRose, L.S.

Land Surveying/Septic Design
“We will take you through the

permitting process!”

25 West St. • PO Box 388
Bristol, VT 05443

Telephone: 802-453-3818
Fax: 802- 329-2138

larosesurveys@gmail.com

&&service& DIRECTORYBusiness
Thursday painting 

plumbing
registration assistance
renewable energy
roofing

rubbish & recycling
septic & water
siding
snow removal
storage

surveying
tree service

SURVEYING

Reach
more potential
customers!

Place your ad in
the Addy Indy!

Marcel Brunet & Sons, Inc.
Windows & Siding

Vergennes, VT

802-316-6060 • rbrunet1@myfairpoint.net • 802-877-2640

Siding • Windows
Additions • Garages • Decks

WE HAVE THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT 
FOR THE RIGHT JOB – TO GIVE YOU

 REASONABLE RATES

Reasonable Rates • Year-round Service • Fully Insured
(802) 453-3351 • Cell (802) 363-5619

24 Hour Emergency Service 453-7014
 Brownswelding.com

Serving Vermont for over 42 years!

BROWN’S TREE & 
CRANE SERVICE

Dangerous Trees Cut & Removed
Stumps Removed  
Trusses Set
Trees Trimmed 
Land Clearing

FREE ESTIMATES FOR TREE SERVICES

TREE SERVICE

Celebrating 36 Years
Environmental Consultants – Licensed Designers

Steve Revell CPG, LD#178 BW

• Water Supply - Location, Development and Permitting
• On-Site Wastewater Design • Single & Multiple Lot Subdivision
• Property Development & Permitting
• State and Local Permitting
• Underground Storage Tank Removal & Assessment

Fax 802-453-5399 • Email: jrevell@lagvt.com
163 Revell Drive • Lincoln, VT 05443

Toll-Free: 800-477-4384
802-453-4384

www.lagvt.com

Jeremy Revell LD#611 BW • Tyler Maynard LD#597 B

CHECK US
OUT

ONLINE AT
ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

REGISTRATION 
ASSISTANCE

ROOFING

Reach Thousands 
through our

Advertising Section 
List YOUR Business where 

people look for local services 
for home improvements 

of all kinds.

Call or email the 
Addison Independent

388-4944 or
ads@addisonindependent.com

BUSINESS & SERVICES

Advertise your business on these pages for under $10 per week.
Call 802-388-4944 or email advertising@addisonindependent.com for details.

PLUMBING

SEPTIC & WATER

Phone (802) 537-3555

roofingMichael Doran
• Standing seam

• Asphalt shingles 
• Slate

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

roofing

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

Phone (802) 537-3555

Michael Doran
as seen at Addison County Field Days!

• Standing seam
• Asphalt shingles 

• Slate

mpdoransr@gmail.com

Go Solar with
AllEarth Renewables
Customer-driven solutions 
designed, engineered and built 
in Vermont, with over 3,000 
installations in the state.

CALL 802.872.9600 x122
allearthrenewalables.com

RENEWABLE ENERGY

ROAD READY SERVICE LLC

SAVE A TRIP TO THE DMVSAVE A TRIP TO THE DMV
Don’t drive to Rutland or Montpelier!

We can register all makes and models of cars, 
trucks, campers, trailers, RVs and boats

here in Addison County!

(802) 349-8483 
roadreadyservicellc@gmail.com
2877 Ethan Allen Hwy
New Haven, VT. 05472

Jeanne Miller

roadreadyservicellc

GET GET 
RESULTS!RESULTS!

ADVERTISEADVERTISE
HEREHERE

Short Surveying, inc.
Serving Addison County Since 1991

Timothy L. Short, L.S.
Property Line Surveys • Topographical Surveys

FEMA Elevation Certificates
135 S. Pleasant St., Middlebury, VT 

802-388-3511
ShortSurveyingVT@gmail.com

Serving Addison County
Call Us Today: (877) 777-7343

middleburyroofing.com
middleburyroofingvt@gmail.com

Slate Roof Specialists
S AV E  Y O U R  S L AT E  R O O F

Custom Copper • Standing Seam • Shingles 
Rubber • Chimneys • Siding • Windows

Senior Discount • Church Discount

A friendly, professional, 
and affordable family business.

Interior Painting

HESCOCK PAINTING

Kim or Jonathan Hescock
hescock@shoreham.net

462-3737 or 989-9107

Free Free 
Estimates Estimates 

References References 

Fully Fully 
InsuredInsured

PAINTING

Hummingbird
   Paint &
   Carpentry

Interior/Exterior 

802-377-2030
New Haven, VT

Fully 
Insured

Free
Estimates

We help your ideas grow from start to finish,
no project is too big. Give us a call and you will

see the potential in your morning to evening view.
Lawn care, snow plowing, excavation, tree removal, 

driveways, pressure washing, and more - all at
their best. We can build it up or take it down.
No idea is too big for us to maneuver around.

802-349-6163 
Winter, Spring, Summer and All your Fall needs

Wishing for more Wishing for more 
business?business?

ADVERTISE YOUR FIRE WOODADVERTISE YOUR FIRE WOOD
& CHIMNEY CLEANING& CHIMNEY CLEANING

 BUSINESS HERE BUSINESS HERE. . 

CALL 802-388-4944 CALL 802-388-4944 
OR EMAIL OR EMAIL 

ADVERTISING@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COMADVERTISING@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

ROOFING

SNOW  REMOVAL
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Public Meetings
AL-ANON OFFERS HELP 
and hope to anyone who 
has been affected by a 
loved one’s drinking. Mid-
dlebury hosts an online 
meeting Sunday night 
7:15pm and a face to face 
one Wednesday at 1:30pm 
at CVUUS (2 Duane Court 
Middlebury near the high 
school) that you can also 
access by Zoom. Visit ver-
montalanonalateen.org for 
links and list of other meet-
ings in the region. If you’d 
like to speak to an Al-Anon 
member, call our answering 
service (866-972-5266) and 
an Al-Anon member will call 
you back.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS in person meetings 
are available. For a list 
of local virtual meetings 
visit http://bit.ly/district9aa.  
For more information visit 
https://aavt.org/ or call the 
24 hour hotline at 802-388-
9284.

THE TURNING POINT 
CENTER of Addison Coun-
ty is open for in-person 
services, Monday through 
Friday, 10am-4pm, 54A 
Creek Road, Middlebury. 
We are available by phone 
24/7 at 802-388-4249.

V E R G E N N E S  F R E E 
THINKERS Founded in 
1935 on the principle of 
one alcoholic helping an-
other to achieve sobriety, 
A.A. is an effective and 
enduring program of re-
covery that has changed 
countless lives.  A.A. has 
always been committed to 
making its program of re-
covery available to anyone, 
anywhere, who reaches 
out for help with an alcohol 
problem.  The Vergennes 
Free Thinkers meeting was 
created in January of this 
year to maintain a tradition 
of free expression, conduct 
a meeting where alcoholics 
may feel free to express 
any beliefs, doubts or dis-
belief they may have, to 
share their own personal 
form of spiritual experience, 
their search for it, and/or 
their rejection of it, without 
having to accept anyone 
else’s beliefs or having to 
deny their own. Meetings 
are held with a high re-
gard for compassion and 
inclusion without judgment 
or exception.  If you think 
we can help, please join 
us on Thursdays at 6pm 
by contacting Vergennes-
freethinkers@gmail.com 
for Zoom and in-person 
meeting information.

VERMONT SUPPORT 
LINE Are you struggling 
with a challenging situa-
tion? Do you have feel-
ings of sadness, loneliness, 
isolation, anger, or depres-
sion? You don’t have to 
face it alone. Talk with a 
caring person who under-
stands what you’re going 
through today by calling or 
texting the free and confi-
dential Pathways Vermont 
Support Line available 24/7 
at (833) VT - TALKS.

DEADLINE: Monday at 5 p.m. 

CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM
Addison Independent

Cash in on our 4-for-3 rates! Pay for 3 issues, get 4th issue free! An ad placed for consective issues runs the 4th time for free! PLEASE PRINT YOUR AD...

The Independent assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in ads, but will 
rerun classified ad in which the error oc-
curred. No refunds will be possible. Ad-
vertiser will please notify us of any errors 
which may occur after first publication.

Number of words:
Cost:
# of runs:
Spotlight Charge:
Internet Listing: $2.00
TOTAL:

ADDISON INDEPENDENT
58 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-4944
addisonindependent.com •  email: classifieds@addisonindependent.com

RA
TE

S

• 25¢ per word • minimum $2.50 per ad 

• $2 internet listing for up to 4 issues • minimum 2 insertions

• Special 4 for 3 rates not valid for the following categories: Services,
Opportunities, Real Estate, Wood heat, Attn. Farmers, For Rent & Help Wanted

Notices

Card of Thanks

Personals

Services

Free**

Lost ’N Found**

Garage Sales 

Lawn & Garden

Opportunities

Adoption

Work Wanted

Help Wanted

For Sale

Public Meetings**

For Rent

Want to Rent

Wood Heat

Real Estate

Animals

Att. Farmers

Motorcycles

Cars

Trucks

SUVs

Snowmobiles

Boats

Wanted

Real Estate Wanted

Vacation Rentals

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Spotlight with large 3$2** no charge for these ads

Or, submit your classified ad on our website: addisonindependent.com

Volunteer ad

3x3 or a 6x3 

Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities

We are seeking a staff person to be a part of our Outreach team, 
which provides support to young families
through center and home-based services.

Position includes individual and group work opportunities, 
collaboration with community agencies and home visiting.

MSW preferred or a minimum of a Bachelor’s degree 
in a related field is required.

Great working environment and benefits!
Total hours are negotiable.

Please send a resume and cover letter, along with 3 
references to Donna Bailey at

dbailey@addisoncountypcc.org

Outreach Position

CHILDCARE WORKER/PARENT EDUCATOR

Join the Parent/Child Center Team
CHILDCARE WORKER/PARENT EDUCATOR

Childcare Sta�  Position: 
We are seeking a childcare worker who will work with children and 
parents in our therapeutic program. � is is a full-time position with

generous bene� ts. We are a therapeutic childcare program that supports 
children birth through 5 and their families. 

Strong candidates must have knowledge of
child development, family systems, excellent

communication skills, and want to work with young
families. Flexibility and collaboration are a must.

Please send a resume and cover le� er, to Donna Bailey
at dbailey@addisoncountypcc.org.

ALL ADDISON COUNTY LOCATIONS 
CURRENTLY HIRING!

For openings and to apply, visit 
Maplefields.com

Looking for work in your hometown? 
We offer medical, dental, paid vacation, 

personal time, sick time and 401K for
full time positions.

Addison Independent

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Public Meetings Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

More Help 
Wanted ads 

can be found on 
Page 10B, 11B 

and 12B.

 

Age Well Volunteers
Age Well has a critical shortage of volunteers to visit with older Vermonters

in their homes. You can help older Vermonters by providing a regular friendly visit, 
grocery shopping, errands, assistance with medical appointments,

delivering Meals on Wheels, and more. 

If you are interested please contact Age Well’s 
Volunteer Department at (802) 662-5249
or via email: volunteer@agewellvt.org.
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Services
C+I DRYWALL and plaster-
ing. Call Joe 802-234-5545.

CONSTRUCTION: ADDI-
TIONS, RENOVATIONS 
new construction, drywall, 
carpentry, painting, flooring, 
roofing, pressure washing, 
driveway sealing. All as-
pects of construction, also 
property maintenance. Ste-
ven Fifield 802-989-0009.

MELISSA’S QUALITY 
CLEANING Services. Resi-
dential and commercial. 
Fully insured. Great rates. 
Reliable and thorough 
cleaning. 802-345-6257.

ODD JOBS lawn work, cut 
brush, some tree work. Call 
us we do other jobs too! 
802-999-2194 John.CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS

Addison Independent

The Town of Starksboro seeks an experienced finance professional to join its 
team for a part-time position (10-20 hours/week). The professional in this position 
will be responsible for maintaining the town’s cash accounts, investing town 
money, approving accounts payable and payroll, and collecting and recording 
tax payments and fees. This position plays a critical fiduciary role in the financial 
operation of the town and record-keeping required under state law and may be 
also be appointed as Town Treasurer. 
REGULAR RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE: 

• collect and process payments for fees, programs, invoices and taxes;
• deposit, borrow, invest, and transfer town funds;
• reconcile end-of-day cash with system reports and prepare daily cash 

receipts report;
• monitor all town bank accounts;
• provide monthly reconciliation of general ledger accounts;
• ensure all internal controls are followed and provide adequate financial 

oversight; 
• invoice accounts receivable;
• deliver monthly reports to the Selectboard and Department heads.

The finance professional works with the Town Auditors and the Town Clerk under 
the supervision of the Selectboard. Position to assist with other tasks required by 
the Selectboard, to assist the Town Clerk with counter service and phone coverage 
when necessary.

Successful applicants will have 3-5 years of financial administrative oversight 
experience, or a comparable knowledge base and skill set. Position requires 
knowledge of fund accounting, excellent independent judgment and decision-
making skills, and the ability to work with members of the public and outside 
agencies. Occasional weeknight or weekend hours may be required. Experience 
with NEMRC municipal software is strongly preferred. Hourly pay based on 
experience.  

Please submit a resume and cover letter to Selectboard Assistant Rebecca 
Elder at rebecca@starksborovt.org. Applications accepted until position is filled. 
EOE.

Finance Professional

Looking for 
something different?

Your local newspaper 
is your

BEST RESOURCE 
for local 

job opportunities!

Also available online:
addisonindependent.com

3 x 7
addy indy 
bookkpper

col CD

3 x 5
verg

congo
church

col CD

MIDDLEBURY UNION 
HIGH SCHOOL

MUHS
COACHING POSITIONS

Middlebury Union High School is seeking the following:
Varsity Boys’ Assistant Hockey Coach

Varsity Boys’ Assistant Basketball Coach
Applicants must possess a strong knowledge of coaching 
principles with previous coaching experience preferred. 
Must possess strong organizational skills and the ability 
to communicate and relate to student athletes.

Interested parties should send a letter
of interest, resume, and three current

letters of reference to:
Sean Farrell/Athletic Director

Middlebury Union Middle School
73 Charles Avenue

Middlebury, VT  05753

Applications will be accepted
until the positions have been filled.

E.O.E.

ADDISON CENTRAL
SCHOOL DISTRICT

COACHING POSITIONS

Middlebury Union Middle School:
7th Grade Girls’ Basketball Coach

Assistant Gymnastics Coach
Applicants must possess a strong knowledge of coaching 
principles with previous coaching experience preferred.  
Must possess strong organizational skills and the ability 
to communicate and relate to student athletes.

Interested parties should send a letter
of interest, resume, and three current 

letters of reference to:
Esther Charlestin/Dean of School Culture & Climate

Middlebury Union Middle School
48 Deerfield Lane

Middlebury, VT  05753

Applications will be accepted
until the positions have been filled.

E.O.E.

Middlebury Union High School:
Varsity Girls’ Lacrosse Coach

Junior Varsity Girls’ Lacrosse Coach
Varsity Softball Coach

Applicants must possess a strong knowledge of coaching 
principles with previous coaching experience preferred.  
Must possess strong organizational skills and the ability 
to communicate and relate to student athletes.

Interested parties should send a letter
of interest, resume, and three current 

letters of reference to:
Sean Farrell/Athletic Director

Middlebury Union High School
73 Charles Avenue

Middlebury, VT  05753

SEASONAL HOLIDAY 
POSITIONS 

Are you looking to make some 
extra money around the holidays? 

Dakin Farm is currently seeking 
applicants to join our holiday 

team for a fast-paced exciting 
work environment. No experience 

is required. These seasonal 
positions are available from the 

middle of November through 
early January.

For an application or more
 information please email:

tdanyow@dakinfarm.com
You can also give us a call or 

stop by our retail store :
5797 Route 7, Ferrisburgh 

1-800-99DAKIN

We have both full and part time 
positions available in our Mail 

Order Packing Department, and 
Specialty Food Production. We 

o�er competitive wages, generous 
employee discounts, and hours 

that meet your schedule.

The Town Treasurer position is responsible 
for the management of  all the Town’s 
financial activities including:
 • Receipt and investment of  funds
 • Acts as the Town’s collector of  current 

taxes
 • Collection of  other funds receivable by 

the Town
 • Oversee the Annual Budget process
 • Manage the annual audit by the 

professional CPA firm
 • Accounts Payable as approved by the 

Ferrisburgh Selectboard
 • Human Resources administration
 • Support for certain Town Clerk duties
A bachelor’s degree in accounting, public 
administration or a similarly applicable field 
is preferred or at least three years’ experience 
in the areas of  municipal, public or private 
accounting including payroll, employee 
benefits, Accounts Payable and Accounts 
Receivable. Experience in grant reporting 
is desired.

This will be a 20 hours per week position 
with/without benefits.

To apply please email or send a cover letter, 
resume and two references to:
Pam Cousino, Town Clerk

Town of  Ferrisburgh
3279 US Route 7

Ferrisburgh, VT  05456
802-877-3429

TownClerk@FerrisburghVT.org

Town of Ferrisburgh
is seeking a Treasurer

NOW HIRING
FOOD & BEVERAGE
  • Line Cook
 • Hosts
 • Cashiers
 • Prep Cook
 • Food Runner
 • Dish Washer
 • Grill Cook
 • Bartender

MOUNTAIN OPERATIONS
• Full and Part-Time Lift Operators
• Full and Part-Time Ticket Checkers
• Part-Time Parking Lot Attendants

RENTAL/REPAIR
• Part-Time Cashier: The preferred 

candidate will have experience in 
customer service, point-of-sale 
systems, and some basic knowledge of 
ski equipment. Flexible hours!

• Full and Part-Time Ski Rental 
Technicians: Experience preferred but 
willing to train the right candidate.

THE SKI SCHOOL IS ALSO LOOKING 
FOR INSTRUCTORS!

All positions come with flexible work 
schedules, a season pass, free mid-week 
skiing at Sugarbush, and competitive pay. 

Shard Villa
Level 3 Residential Care Home

NOW HIRING

For more information
Call 802.352.4369

ALL SHIFTS
~ Competitive Pay ~

CAREGIVERS
Full-Time ~ Part-Time

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted
Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Services Services Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

Services Help Wanted

More Help 
Wanted ads 

can be found on 
Page 10B, 11B 

and 12B.

INTERESTED?

Part-time bookkeepingPart-time bookkeeping
We’re seeking a bookkeeper who has room in 
their schedule to take on another account. Payroll (and 
quarterly income taxes) are done by a third party firm. 
Position writes checks for accounts payable, but does 
not handle receivables. Knowledge of Quickbooks 
essential, as are basic accounting principles. Hours 
required: about 4-5 per week.

Send resumé, cover letter with a few references,
to: Angelo Lynn, Addison County Independent,
at angelo@addisonindependent.com. 

Sunday School Coordinator
The Congregational Church of Vergennes, United Church of Christ,

is an Open and Affirming congregation of 135 members seeking
 a Sunday School Coordinator. We are a vibrant, Christian community—full 
of life, music, and laughter. We have a long history of deeply appreciating 

the gifts of our staff in supporting an inclusive, loving, and compassionate 
ministry in the heart of our little city.

The pay rate is $25 per hour, and the hours range from 8 to 15 hours per week 
depending upon applicant interest. We seek a person of faith with experience 
working with children, who will direct a program of stimulating and nourishing 

faith formation. If this sounds like the way you want to make a big impact in 
our community, please contact Rev. Elliott Munn at elliott@vergennesucc.org.

For more information, including the Job Description, 
please go to the church’s website:

www.vergennesucc.org/ccfmsearch
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WE BUY OLD STUFF Es-
tates, collections, antiques 
etc. Also hunting and fish-
ing items. Call Erik 802-
345-0653.

Free
DIGITAL ACCESS View 
obituaries, calendar listings 
and classifieds online at 
addisonindependent.com.  
Don’t miss out on events, 
garage sales, or opportu-
nities- check out our free 
digital listings.  Looking 
to read more? Become a 
subscriber!

Lost and Found
FOUND, CHAINSAW IN 
hard plastic case in the 
road near intersection of 
Route 125 and 22A, Brid-
port, just south of Boise 
Citgo. Saw was lost out of a 
pickup truck traveling along 
the road. Please email with 
description to: treetops@
gmavt.net

Garage Sales
ESTATE FURNITURE 
SALE. Friday, November 
4, 9am-4pm. Saturday, 
November 5, 9am-noon. 
Saturday 1pm-2pm every-
thing is free. Get ready to 
buy. Bring a truck, box-
es, wrapping and CASH! 
606 Cobb Hill (off Grimes 
Road), South Lincoln. 802-
453-2807.

GARAGE SALE: Saturday 
Nov 5th 9am-4pm. Ridg-
id K450 drum machine, 
tri-stand pallet jack, Cub 
Cadet lx46 lawn tractor, 
Cub Cadet ST 100 wheel 
trimmer. Many handheld 
power tools for mechanics, 
plumbers, gardeners, etc. 
Sump-pump, hardware and 
electrical supplies. House-
hold: bureau, small tables, 
holiday stuff, some men’s 
clothing, lift assist chair, 
Sony TVs, DVD, exercise 
equipment. Ladders and 
more! 27 Maple Manor Rd 
Vergennes, Vt. 802-233-
4133

Work Wanted
H O U S E  C L E A N I N G 
WORK Wanted. Years of 
experience. Excellent ref-
erences. Call Deborah at 
802-349-2174.

Help Wanted
AMERICAN FLATBREAD 
MIDDLEBURY Hearth 
is hiring!  Offering good 
compensation, respect-
ful co-workers, and great 
food.  We are hiring for 
multiple full time and part 
time positions including bar 
leadership, daytime prep 
and evening shifts.  Ample 
opportunities for growth in 
a positive work environ-
ment.  Please stop in for 
an application or email Joe 
at joe@americanflatbread.
com. EOE.

BUSY FRAME SHOP look-
ing for a part-time framer. 
Saturdays are a must; other 
hours are flexible. Helpful 
skills: retail experience, 
appreciation of art, neat-
ness and attention to detail. 
We are willing to train the 
right applicant. Apply to: 
middleburyframeshop@
gmail.com

DRIVER WANTED AT 
EASTVIEW: EastView at 
Middlebury seeks a safe, 
courteous individual to 
drive and escort elders to 
various locations, including 
errands, activities, and doc-
tor’s appointments. This is 
a per diem, on-call position, 
perfect if you are looking for 
a flexible schedule. To ap-
ply, or for a full job descrip-
tion, contact tdunakin@
eastviewmiddlebury.com. 
Check out all our jobs at 
www.eastviewmiddlebury.
com/join-our-team/.

SWIFT HOUSE INN is hir-
ing a Breakfast Server to 
take and deliver orders. If 
you’re an early bird who 
enjoys talking to people 
and thrives in a fast-paced 
workplace, we’d like to 
meet you. Weekend avail-
ability a must. Full-time. 
To apply please call 802-
388-9925, email: rissa@
swifthouseinn.com, or drop 
by the inn and ask for an 
in-person application.

For Sale
FIBERGLASS CAP FOR 
S10 Chevy truck, cab high 
with slide window. L76”, 
W59”, and aluminum cap 
for Ford Ranger truck, 
cab high with slide win-
dow L86”, W62”. Best offer. 
802-453-3396.

WASHER AND DRYER, 
Excellent condition. $30. 
each. 2 Pie safes (cup-
boards), $40 for both. 518-
942-3325.

For Rent
12’ X 24’ STORAGE 
SPACES in Brandon. Call 
802-349-4212.

BRISTOL: Gentleman in 
his 70s who enjoys classic 
TV shows & word puzzles. 
Reduced rent of $300/mo. 
in exchange for providing 
companionship, transporta-
tion, & cooking 3-4x/week. 
Must be cat-friendly! 802-
863-5625 or HomeShareV-
ermont.org for application. 
Interview, refs, bg check 
req. EHO.

CORNWALL: 5 miles to 
Middlebury! Share a spa-
cious rural home w/ senior 
couple who enjoy nature, 
theater & community in-
volvement. $400/mo. plus 
help w/ snow removal, 
cooking 2x/wk, & occas. 
errands. Bedroom, sitting 
room, private BA. 802-863-
5625 or HomeShareVer-
mont.org for application. 
Interview, refs, bg check 
req. EHO.

DRY, SECURE WINTER 
storage. 12’ wide, 16’ high, 
32’ deep. Middlebury. $300/
mo. 802-388-0860.

DRY, WINTER/SUMMER 
STORAGE SPACE in Ad-
dison. Available storage 
space in my barn for sum-
mer/winter storage. The 
barn is structurally sound 
and weather-tight with 
electricity. No heat or run-
ning water. The barn is also 
available for lease. The en-
trance door measurements 
are 8’ wide by 7’ high. For 
more info: 802-363-3403 
or rochon_m@yahoo.com.

EAST MIDDLEBURY fur-
nished room. All included; 
fully equipped kitchen, wi-fi, 
w/d, parking, all utilities.  
Private entrance. Share 
kitchen, share bath with 
one other tenant. Clean, 
quiet, safe. $500 per 
month. Text Sue 802-989-
8941.

FOR RENT: 1 bedroom 
apt, Middlebury. $900/mo 
plus deposit. Some utilities 
included. No Smoking, no 
pets. 802-388-0401.

MIDDLEBURY BRIAR-
WOOD APARTMENTS 
is currently taking wait-
list applications for 2- br 
apartments. No smoking/
No pets. Income limits 
apply- rent based on in-
come- 2 person minimum 
occupancy.  Equal Housing 
Opportunity. Handicapped 
accessible.  802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com.

MIDDLEBURY, 1 BED-
ROOM, downtown apart-
ment; includes trash and 
snow removal, parking. No 
pets, no smoking. $1,500/
mo. plus deposit. 802-388-
7525.

MIDDLEBURY, OFF CAM-
PUS HOUSING available. 
802-388-4831, AJ Neri 
Property Rentals.

ROCHESTER, 1 BR APT. 
Newly renovated, fur-
nished, utilities included. 
$1,200/mo. 802-345-3136.

VERGENNES VALLEY 
VIEW APARTMENTS is 
currently taking wait list ap-
plications.  Occupants must 
be 62+ years of age.  No 
smoking/ No pets. Income 
limits apply - Rent based 
on income. Equal Housing 
Opportunity.  802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com.

Want to Rent
GOOD CHRISTIAN MAN 
traumatized and abused 
by the evils of society and 
civilization. In therapy, who 
is looking to rent a piece of 
land near or close to Mid-
dlebury and bus routes for 
winter. Camping in a four 
season tent to get away 
from it all and still be a part 
of the community. Please 
write Dana, PO Box 782, 
Middlebury, VT 05753.

Real Estate
12.2 ACRES ADJOINS 
State land. Giant Mountain 
Wilderness. Mobile home, 
Bouquet river frontage, very 
private, New Russia, NY. 
Close to E-Town, Keene 
& Keene Valley. Owner 
financing to qualified buy-
ers. 518-597-3270.

Att. Farmers
HORSE BLANKET WASH 
and repair.  Accepting non-
leather (for now) horsewear 
of all kinds for cleaning and 
repairing at my Weybridge 
location.  Call or text Sue 
Miller at 802-377-5945 or 
email svdwmiller@icloud.
com with “horse” in the 
subject line for more in-
formation.

SMALL SQUARE BALES 
$3.50.  Excellent round 
bales $30.00.  Call 802-
377-5455.

WHITNEY’S CUSTOM 
FARM WORK Pond agi-
tating, liquid manure haul-
ing, drag line aerating. Call 
for price. 462-2755, John 
Whitney.

Wanted

Housekeeping, Maintenance
& Bistro Positions

Full & Part-Time

Candidates must be available weekends, 
evenings, overnights and holidays. We 
o� er competitive wages and bene� ts. 
Previous hotel experience is preferred 
but not required. Training is provided. 
Join our award-winning team, providing 
quality customer service, a positive 
attitude and excellent work ethic.

Interested, quali� ed candidates
can apply in person

 at 309 Court Street, Middlebury.

Please, no phone inquiries.

Highway Maintenance Assistant
The Town of Shoreham is accepting applications    
for a full-time Highway Maintenance Assistant.

 Applicants should have a CDL or the ability to 
obtain one, experience running equipment, and 

mechanical ability. This job offers competitive wages 
and benefits including health insurance,

retirement plan, and paid time off.

Applications can be picked up
at the Shoreham Town Office or by emailing 

shorehamtown@shoreham.net.

Please mail applications to:
Town of Shoreham

297 Main St., Shoreham, VT 05770

More Help Wanted 
ads can be found on 
Page 10B, 11B and 

12B.

It’s against the law to 
discriminate

when advertising housing

Let us help you sift through the complexities of 
the Fair Housing Law. Stay legal. Stay on the 
right side of the nation’s Fair Housing Law. 

Call the Addison Independent at (802) 
388-4944. 

Talk to our sales professionals.

It’s against the law to discriminate when 
advertising housing. Its easier to break the law 
than you might think. You can’t say “no children” 
or “adults only.”
There’s a lot you can’t say.
The Federal Government  
is watching for such discrimination.

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

 All real estate advertising 
in this newspaper is 
subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 
as amended which makes 
it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons 
receiving public assistance, 
or an intention to make any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will 
not  knowingly accept any 
advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.  To complain 
of discrimination, call HUD 
Toll-free at 1-800-424-8590. 
For the Washington, DC area 
please call HUD at  
426-3500.

For Rent

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent

Services

For Rent Att. Farmers XXXXXXX XXXXXXX

Help Wanted Help Wanted

For Rent

OLD & Used
guns wanted

P: 802-775-2859
C: 802-236-7213

Rifles, 
Hand 
guns, 

Shot guns
Top prices paid.

Auctions

ANWSD BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETINGS
NOVEMBER 2022

The following schedule of the Board of School Directors’ meetings is announced 
for the month of November 2022:
Tuesday, November 1 6:00 PM Public Information Meeting   
  (Merger Study)
  VUHS Library
Wednesday, November 2  6:15 PM Negotiations Committee Meeting
  ANWSD Conference Room
Friday, November 4 7:30 AM Facilities Committee Meeting
  ANWSD Conference Room
Monday, November 7  4:30 PM Policy Committee Meeting
  VUHS Library
 6:00 PM ANWSD Board Meeting
  VUHS Library
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 8 7 AM - 7 PM VOTE - Merger Study
Monday, November 14 5:00 PM Finance Committee Meeting
  VUHS
 6:00 PM ANWSD Board Meeting
  VUHS Library
Wednesday, November 16  6:00 PM Community Engagement   
  Committee Meeting
  VUHS Library
Thursday, November 17  5:15 PM Negotiations Committee &   
  ANSSA Meeting
  VUHS Library
 6:00 PM Negotiations Committee & ANTA   
  Meeting
  VUHS Library

TOWN OF LINCOLN
PUBLIC NOTICE

Hearing for the Consideration of Adoption of Interim 
Zoning Regulations

Monday, November 21, 6:30 p.m.
Lincoln Town Office

On the above time and date, the Lincoln Selectboard will hold a public hearing 
for review of the proposed Interim Zoning Regulations, which can be re-
viewed in their entirety at www.lincolnvermont.org and at the Lincoln Town 
Office, 62 Quaker Street, Lincoln, VT 05443.  

The proposed Interim Zoning Regulations, if enacted, will affect the entire Town 
of Lincoln. They include the following Background and Purpose statement:

I. Background and Purpose
The Town of Lincoln, through its Planning Commission, is currently conducting 

studies for the purpose of considering amendments to the Lincoln Zoning 
Regulations (hereinafter the “Regulations”). The Selectboard fully supports 
the work of the Planning Commission, but notes that a considerable period 
of time will be required to complete the process of developing and enacting 
a comprehensive set of revisions to the Regulations.  

In the interim, the Selectboard has become aware of several issues with the 
current Regulations which have created a substantial risk of uncertainty 
and unintended consequences. These issues include the following:

a. The Regulations do not make clear whether uses not specifically listed as 
a permitted or conditional use in a given zoning district are allowable in that 
district.

b. Portions of the Regulations listing allowable permitted and conditional uses 
are worded unclearly, creating uncertainty as to which categories certain 
uses fall into.  

c. The Regulations do not give effect to the provisions in the Town Plan call-
ing for land development above 1,800 feet in elevation to be submitted to 
conditional use review.  

A table of contents of the proposed Interim Zoning Regulations follows:
I. Background and Purpose
II. Interim Regulations
Additions to the Lincoln Zoning Regulations are proposed as follows:
Section 114, Prohibited Uses
Section 115, Special Conditional Use Classifications
Section 116, Materially Similar Uses
Revisions are proposed to Sections 312, 313, 322, 323, 332, and 333 of the 

Lincoln Zoning Regulations by deleting the existing text of such sections 
and replacing it with revised language.

III. Legal Effect
A. Effect on Existing Regulations.
B. Severability 
C. Enactment and Duration.  
D. Repeal, Replacement, or Amendment.
 Lincoln Selectboard
 November 1, 2022
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NOW COMES ADDISON COUNTY COMMUNITY TRUST, Plaintiff, by 
and through its attorneys, Deppman Law PLC, and, pursuant to 10 V.S.A. § 
6249, hereby files this action for sale of abandoned mobile home, and hereby 
complains of and alleges against Defendant as follows:
    1. Addison County Community Trust, a Vermont non-profit corporation with a 
principal place of business in Vergennes, Addison County, Vermont, is the owner 
of the mobile home park located at Vaughn Court, Monkton, Vermont.
    2. The names and last known addresses of the owners of the mobile home 
sited at 22 Vaughn Court, Monkton (physical address; mailing address is North 
Ferrisburgh) Vermont is:
Babecca Tahair
22 Vaughn Court
North Ferrisburgh, VT 05473
   3. The name and last known mailing address of the last resident of the mobile 
home is:
Babecca Tahair Babecca Tahair
22 Vaughn Court PO Box 111
North Ferrisburgh, VT 05473 North Ferrisburgh, VT 05473
    4. The mobile home is a 1983 mobile home, Commodore, model no. 900-17-
1983, sited at 22 Vaughn Court, Monkton, Vermont.  See Exhibit A, a true and 
correct copy of the mobile home bill of sale relative to the property.
    5. Plaintiff is aware of no creditors, holders of housing subsidy covenants, or 
others having a valid interest in the mobile home based on liens or notices of 
record in Monkton Land Records or the Office of the Secretary of State.
    6. The facts supporting the claim that the mobile home has been abandoned 
are as follows:
        A. Plaintiff has received notice from her family that Ms. Tahair passed 
away and the family intends to abandon the mobile home. 
        B. Rent is not current.
    7. A disinterested party such as Uriah Wallace Auction Service, located at 
PO Box 177, Post Mills, VT 05058 Thomas Hirchak Company, located at 1878 
Cady Falls Road, Morrisville, VT 05661, is able to sell the mobile home at 
public auction.
    8. The amount of rent due through the date of this action is $2,370.  Rent 
continues to accrue at the rate of $395 per month.  Plaintiff has incurred (and 
will continue to incur) attorneys’ fees and court 
costs, and will incur costs in connection with the sale of the mobile home.
WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays this Honorable Court grant the relief requested 
herein and all such other and further relief as to this Court may appear just and 
equitable.
Dated at Middlebury, Vermont this 7 day of October, 2022.
ADDISON COUNTY COMMUNITY TRUST 
by DEPPMAN LAW PLC, its attorneys
By: Lesley B. Deppman, Esq
56 Court Street
Middlebury, Vermont, 05753
Email:  ldeppman@middlaw.com
Telefacsimile:  (802) 382-8840
Phone: (802) 388-6337
VERIFICATION
Christine Ouellette, duly authorized representative of Addison County Community 
Trust, Plaintiff herein, states the contents of the foregoing Complaint are true to 
the best of her knowledge, information and belief and the extent based upon 
information and belief she believes such information to be true.

STATE OF VERMONT
SUPERIOR COURT CIIVL DIVISION
ADDISON UNIT  DOCKET NO. 22-CV-03611 
In re: Abandoned Mobile Home of Babecca Tahair 
22 Vaughn Court, Monkton, Vermont

VERIFIED COMPLAINT

Act 250 (1)

Addison (2)

Addison County Courthouse 
(1)

Addison Northwest School 
District (2)

Bridport (1)

Ferrisburgh (1)

Lincoln (1)

Middlebury (6)

Mt. Abraham Unified School 
District (1)

New Haven (1)

Rutland Northeast 
Supervisory Union (1)

State of Vermont (1)

MARKET REPORT
ADDISON COUNTY

COMMISSION SALES
RT. 125 • EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT

Sales for 10/27/22 & 10/31/22
  COST
BEEF LBS. /LB $
MacGlaflin Farm 1990 .835 $1661.65
Correia Family LTD 1920 .80 $1536.00
K. Bourdon 1560 .80 $1248.00
M. Ferris 1730 .75 $1297.50
A. Brisson 1490 .70 $1043.50
Gosliga Farm  1835 .75 $1376.25
K. Gray 1460 .68 $992.80
  COST 
CALVES LBS. /LB $
Nolan Family Farm 104 3.00 $312.00
Vorsteveld Farm 103  3.00 $309.00
P. Livingston 94 2.80 $263.20
H. Sunderland 123 2.75 $338.25
A. Brisson 101 2.50 $252.50

Total Beef - 210 Total Calves - 286
We value our faithful customers.

Sales at 3 pm - Mon. & Thurs.
call 1-802-388-2661
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The legal voters of the Mount Abraham Unified School District consisting of 
Bristol, Monkton, New Haven, and Starksboro are hereby notified and warned to 
meet at the official polling places of the respective towns comprising the District 
on Tuesday, November, 8, 2022 at which time the polls will open at 7:00 in the 
forenoon and close at 7:00 in the evening to vote on the following articles by Aus-
tralian Ballot:
Article I.  FORMATION OF UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Shall the Mount Abraham Unified School District #61, consisting of the towns 
of Bristol, Monkton, New Haven and Starksboro, which the proposed articles of 
agreement have identified as necessary to the formation of the proposed union 
school district, join with the Addison Northwest School District #54, consisting of 
the towns of Addison, Ferrisburgh, Panton, Vergennes, and Waltham which are 
identified as “necessary” to formation, for the purpose of forming a union school 
district, as provided in Title 16, Vermont Statutes Annotated, upon the following 
conditions and agreements:  

(a) Grades.  The union school district shall be organized to provide for 
the education of resident students in grades Pre-Kindergarten (PK) 
through twelfth (12) and shall assume full and sole responsibility 
therefore on July 1, 2023.   

(b) Operation of schools.  The union school district shall operate and 
manage one or more schools offering instruction in grades Pre-Kin-
dergarten (PK) through twelfth(12). 

(c) Union school district board.  The New School District Board of Direc-
tors shall be composed of fifteen (15) directors who shall have equal 
votes and shall be determined as follows:

(1) The combined population of all Necessary Towns (and after the 
formation of the New School District, the town of each forming 
District referred to as “Member Town”), determined by the most 
recent U.S. Census will be divided by fifteen (15).  Each Mem-
ber Town shall have at minimum one (1) representative to the 
Board of Directors. Representation of each Member Town shall 
be determined by a vote of the eligible voters of each town 
separately and the number of board members allocated each 
town shall be done proportionately based on town population 
and weighted as necessary.   

(2) The Initial Board of Directors shall have the following allocation:
 

NUMBER OF SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS BY TOWN
Town Members Population Individual  Weight Value
Addison 1  1365 8.05 
Bristol 3 3782 7.43
Ferrisburgh 2 2646 7.80
Monkton 2 2079 6.13
New Haven  1 1683 9.93
Panton     1  646 3.81
Starksboro 2 1756 5.18
Vergennes  2 2553 7.53
Waltham 1 446 2.63 

(d) Assumption of debts, ownership of school property, and operating 
funds surpluses and deficits.  No later than June 30, 2023, the union 
school district shall assume the indebtedness of forming districts, ac-
quire the school properties of the forming districts, and pay for them, 
all as specified in the final report and proposed articles of agreement. 
Addison North School District shall assume any and all general 
operating surpluses and deficits of the Forming Entities that may exist 
at the close of business on June 30, 2023. In addition, reserve funds 
identified for specific purposes will be transferred to the Addison North 
School District and will be applied for said purposes unless otherwise 
determined through appropriate legal procedures.  

(e) Final report.  The provisions of the final report and proposed articles of 
agreement approved by the State Board of Education on the 20th day 
of July, 2022, which is on file in the office of the clerk of each school 
district named in this warning, shall govern the union school district.

(f) School Closure. 

An elementary school within the Addison North School District cannot 
be closed for all grades k-5 without a vote of the electorate as follows:

(1) At any time during the first four (4) years of the Addison North 
School District’s operation, an elementary school for all grades 
may be closed with a majority of the vote of the towns whose 
resident students attend that school as of the operational date 
of the Addison North School District.

(2) After the first four (4) years of operations, an elementary school 
may be closed with approval of two-thirds (2/3) majority of a 
quorum of the Board of Directors of the Addison North School 

SPECIAL SCHOOL DISTRICT MEETING
WARNING

MOUNT ABRAHAM UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
NOVEMBER 8, 2022

District and approval of a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of the 
voters of the Addison North School District. 

(3) An elementary school will not otherwise be closed.

(4) School closure shall be defined as the District ceases to use 
the school building for the provision of direct education for 
a majority of grades operated within the building in the year 
prior to the first date of operations of the Addison North School 
District.  

Article II.  ELECTION OF INITIAL MEMBERS OF THE UNION  SCHOOL 
DISTRICT BOARD 
To elect a total of fifteen (15) member(s) to serve as initial members of the pro-
posed union school district board for the terms established in the final report and 
proposed articles of agreement: Representation of each Member Town to the 
Board of Directors shall be determined by each town separately and not at-large. 
(a)  Addison North School District, 1 Addison Board Member to serve for a 2 year 

term 
(b)  Addison North School District, 1 Bristol Board Member to serve for a 1 year 

term 
(c)  Addison North School District, 1 Bristol Board Member to serve for a 2 year 

term
(d) Addison North School District, 1 Bristol Board Member to serve for a 3 year 

term
(e) Addison North School District, 1 Ferrisburgh Board Member to serve for a 1 

year term
(f) Addison North School District, 1 Ferrisburgh Board Member to serve for a 3 

year term
(g) Addison North School District, 1 Monkton Board Member to serve for a 1 year 

term
(h) Addison North School District, 1 Monkton Board Member to serve for a 3 year 

term
(i) Addison North School District, 1 New Haven Board Member to serve for a 2 

year term
(j) Addison North School District, 1 Panton Board Member to serve for a 2 year 

term
(k) Addison North School District, 1 Starksboro Board Member to serve for a 1 

year term
(l) Addison North School District, 1 Starksboro Board Member to serve for a 3 

year term
(m) Addison North School District, 1 Vergennes Board Member to serve for a 1 

year term
(n) Addison North School District, 1 Vergennes Board Member to serve for a 2 

year term
(o) Addison North School District, 1 Waltham Board Member to serve for a 3 year 

term

Voters of the Town of Bristol will vote at Holley Hall located at 1 South St, Bristol, 
VT 05443. The Polls will open on Tuesday, November 8, 2022 at 7:00 AM and 
close at 7:00 PM.

Voters of the Town of Monkton will vote at the Monkton Town Office located 
at 92 Monkton Ridge, Monkton* VT 05469. The Polls will open on Tuesday, 
November 8, 2020 at 7:00 AM and close at 7:00 PM.

Voters of the Town New Haven will vote at the New Haven Town Hall located at 
76 North St, New Haven, VT 05472.  The Polls will open on Tuesday, November 
8, 2022 at 7:00 AM and close at 7:00 PM.

Voters of the Town of Starksboro will vote at the Robinson Elementary School 
located at 41 Parsonage Rd, Starksboro, VT 05487.  The Polls will open on 
Tuesday, November 8, 2022 at 7:00AM and close at 7:00 PM.

* Corrected from error posted originally on September 28, 2022.
The legal voters of the Mount Abraham Unified School District are further notified 
that voter qualification and registration relative to said meeting shall be as provid-
ed in Section 706(u) of Title 16, and Chapters 43, 51 and 55 of Title 17, Vermont 
Statutes Annotated. The voters are further notified that on November 1, 2022 at 
6:00 PM the Mount Abraham Unified School District

The voters are further notified that on November 1, 2022 at 6:00 PM the Mount 
Abraham Unified School District Board of Directors will hold a public informational 
meeting at Holley Hall in Bristol to discuss the articles set forth above.  
Dated at Bristol, Vermont this 27th day of  September , 2022.
Mount Abraham Unified School District Board of Directors:
Dawn Griswold, MAUSD Board Chair

Received for the record and recorded this 27th day of September, 2022 by: 
Jennifer Bauer, Clerk of The District

ATTENTION MONKTON VOTERS - PLEASE SEE AMENDED POLLING LOCATION

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
77 MAIN STREET, MIDDLEBURY, VT 05753

INVITATION TO BID
Bid Number # 20221025-5

Sealed competitive bids for a Class 4 Regular Cab/Utility Body Truck will 
be received at the office of the Town Manager, 77 Main Street, Middlebury, VT 
05753 until 11:00 AM, November 15, 2022.

The Town of Middlebury, VT reserves the right to waive any 
informalities, reject any and all bids, or to accept any bid deemed 
to be in the best interest of the Town.

Information for Bidders, Specifications and Bid Forms may be obtained by 
contacting the Department of Public Works at 1020 Route 7 South by phone 
at (802) 388-4045, via email at pkirby@townofmiddlebury.org, or on the Town’s 
webpage at www.townofmiddlebury.org.

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
77 MAIN STREET, MIDDLEBURY, VT 05753

INVITATION TO BID
BID NUMBER # 20221025-2

Sealed competitive bids for a Single Axle Class 8 Body Build will be received 
at the office of the Town Manager, 77 Main Street, Middlebury, VT 05753 until 
11:00 AM, November 15, 2022.

The Town of Middlebury, VT reserves the right to waive any 
informalities, reject any and all bids, or to accept any bid deemed to 
be in the best interest of the Town.

Information for Bidders, Specifications and Bid Forms may be obtained 
free of charge at the Municipal Building at 77 Main Street, the Department 
of Public Works at 1020 Route 7 South or on the Town’s webpage at www.
townofmiddlebury.org. 

Questions may be addressed to Patti Kirby – pkirby@townofmiddlebury.org 
or by phone at (802) 388-4045.

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
77 MAIN STREET, MIDDLEBURY, VT 05753

INVITATION TO BID
Bid Number # 20221025-1

Sealed competitive bids for a Single Axle Class 8 Dump Truck will be 
received at the office of the Town Manager, 77 Main Street, Middlebury, VT 
05753 until 11:00 AM, November 15, 2022.

The Town of Middlebury, VT reserves the right to waive any 
informalities, reject any and all bids, or to accept any bid deemed 
to be in the best interest of the Town.

Information for Bidders, Specifications and Bid Forms may be obtained 
free of charge at the Municipal Building at 77 Main Street, the Department 
of Public Works at 1020 Route 7 South or on the Town’s webpage at www.
townofmiddlebury.org.

Questions may be addressed to Patti Kirby via email at pkirby@
townofmiddlebury.org or by phone at (802) 388-4045.

By law, public notice of proposed rules must be given by publication in 
newspapers of record. The purpose of these notices is to give the public a chance 
to respond to the proposals. The public notices for administrative rules are now 
also available online at https://secure.vermont.gov/SOS/rules/ . The law requires 
an agency to hold a public hearing on a proposed rule, if requested to do so in 
writing by 25 persons or an association having at least 25 members.

To make special arrangements for individuals with disabilities or special needs 
please call or write the contact person listed below as soon as possible. 

To obtain further information concerning any scheduled hearing(s), obtain copies 
of proposed rule(s) or submit comments regarding proposed rule(s), please call 
or write the contact person listed below. You may also submit comments in writing 
to the Legislative Committee on Administrative Rules, State House, Montpelier, 
Vermont 05602 (802-828-2231).

PROPOSED STATE RULES 

Administrative Rules for Notary Public Continuing Education.
Vermont Proposed Rule: 22P027
AGENCY: Secretary of State, Office of Professional Regulation
CONCISE SUMMARY: The proposed rule requires that notaries public complete 
one hour (60 minutes) of continuing education related to the Vermont laws and 
requirements for performing notarial acts every two years.  The completion of 
the course is required for a notary public to renew their commission. The notary 
public course may be offered in many different formats.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT: Lauren Layman, Office of 
Professional Regulation, 89 Main St., Montpelier, VT 05620-3402 Tel: 802-
828-2883 Email: lauren.layman@vermont.gov URL: https://sos.vermont.gov/
notaries-public/statutes-rules-resources/. 
FOR COPIES: Kelsi Alger, Secretary of State, Office of Professional Regulation, 
89 Main Street, 3rd Floor, Montpelier Vermont, 05620-3402 Tel: 802-828-2191 
Email: kelsi.alger@vermont.gov.

Administrative Rules of the Board of Nursing.
Vermont Proposed Rule: 22P025
AGENCY: Board of Nursing
CONCISE SUMMARY: This strike-and-rewrite update to the Administrative 
Rules of the Board of Nursing reflects substantial changes in the legal and 
practice landscape since the last rule update in January 2015. The rule minimizes 
administrative burdens, conforms to license uniformity and streamlining 
legislation in Title 3, and provides for the administration of the Nurse Licensure 
Compact (NLC), to which Vermont became a party state in February 2022. The 
rule articulates clear nursing practice standards, completing a multi-year effort 
by the Board and its Practice Committee to refine a body of non-rule position 
statements, retire those that were dated or unnecessary, and incorporate into 
rule those that were seen to warrant retention. Finally, the rule adds more 
flexible avenues by which to demonstrate ongoing nursing competency, ending 
exclusive reliance on practice hours. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT: Gabriel Gilman, Secretary of 
State, Office of Professional Regulation, 89 Main Street, 3rd Floor, Montpelier 
Vermont, 05620-3402 Tel: (802)828-2492 Email: gabriel.gilman@vermont.gov 
URL: https://sos.vermont.gov/nursing/statutes-rules-resources/.
FOR COPIES: Kelsi Alger, Secretary of State, Office of Professional Regulation, 
89 Main Street, 3rd Floor, Montpelier Vermont, 05620-3402 Tel: 802-828-2191 
Email: kelsi.alger@vermont.gov. 

Rule on Alternative Preparatory Paths for Funeral Directors and Embalmers.
Vermont Proposed Rule: 22P026
AGENCY: Board of Funeral Services
CONCISE SUMMARY: This is an amendment to the current Rule on 
Alternative Preparatory Path for Funeral Directors that establishes a program of 
apprenticeship and study for aspirants to funeral director licensure who have not 
attended a school of funeral service. The amendment to this rule adds a program 
of apprenticeship and study for those who seek to become a licensed embalmer. 
Additionally, minor revisions were made to the section of the rule pertaining to 
funeral directors. The number of credits for the required coursework topics in 
section (a) were removed in anticipation of the number of credits potentially 
changing in the future based on the specific college, university or career and 
technical school’s requirements. In section (c) the specific Community College 
of Vermont course sequence with corresponding credits was removed to allow 
for future colleges, universities, and career and technical centers to create their 
own programs. Sections (a) and (c) of the embalmer section of the rule mirrors 
these revisions.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT: Lauren Layman, Office of 
Professional Regulation, 89 Main St., Montpelier, VT 05620-3402 Tel: 802-
828-2883 Email: lauren.layman@vermont.gov URL: https://sos.vermont.gov/
funeral-service/statutes-rules-resources/. 
FOR COPIES: Kelsi Alger, Secretary of State, Office of Professional Regulation, 
89 Main Street, 3rd Floor, Montpelier Vermont, 05620-3402 Tel: 802-828-2191 
Email: kelsi.alger@vermont.gov. 

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
INVITATION TO BID

Bid Number # 20221025-3
Sealed competitive bids for a Class 2a Regular Cab 4x4 Truck will be 

received at the office of the Town Manager, 77 Main Street, Middlebury, VT 
05753 until 11:00 AM, November 15, 2022.

The Town of Middlebury, VT reserves the right to waive any 
informalities, reject any and all bids, or to accept any bid deemed 
to be in the best interest of the Town.

Information for Bidders, Specifications and Bid Forms may be obtained 
free of charge at the Municipal Building at 77 Main Street, the Department 
of Public Works at 1020 Route 7 South or on the Town’s webpage at www.
townofmiddlebury.org. 

Questions may be addressed to Patti Kirby via email at pkirby@
townofmiddlebury.org or by phone at (802) 388-4045.

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY 
INVITATION TO BID

BID NUMBER # 20221025-4
Sealed competitive bids for a Class 3 Regular Cab/Utility Body Truck will 

be received at the office of the Town Manager, 77 Main Street, Middlebury, VT 
05753 until 11:00 AM, November 15, 2022.

The Town of Middlebury, VT reserves the right to waive any 
informalities, reject any and all bids, or to accept any bid deemed to 
be in the best interest of the Town.
Information for Bidders, Specifications and Bid Forms may be obtained by 

contacting the Department of Public Works at 1020 Route 7 South by phone 
at (802) 388-4045, via email at pkirby@townofmiddlebury.org, or on the Town’s 
webpage at www.townofmiddlebury.org.

     Public Notices  can be found in this

ADDISON INDEPENDENT  on Pages 12B, 13B, 14B & 15B.
BRISTOL — Bristol police 

are asking for information about 
a minor car crash that occurred 
in a Prince Lane parking lot on 
Saturday, Oct. 22. 

On Oct. 23, police received 
a delayed report 
of a vehicle in 
the parking lot 
being scraped with 
white paint, and 
authorities report 
that a white, full-
size truck may have 
been involved. 
Anyone with information 
regarding the incident is asked 
to contact the Bristol Police 
Department at 802-453-2533 and 
cite incident 22BR003097. 

Between Oct. 17 and Oct. 
23, Bristol police completed 24 
foot patrols and one car patrol, 
conducted 10 traffic stops and 
checked the security at Mount 
Abraham Union High School 
five times, at Bristol Elementary 
School four times and at local 
businesses four times. 

Police also processed 14 
fingerprint requests, helped 
one individual get into a 
locked vehicle, verified one 
vehicle identification number 
and responded to one alarm 
activation that appeared to be a 

malfunction. 
In other recent activity, Bristol 

police: 
• On Oct. 17 assisted Bristol 

Rescue with a juvenile problem 
on Mountain Street. 

• On Oct. 19 
began investigating 
violations of an 
abuse prevention 
order. 

• On Oct. 19 
checked on the 
welfare of an 
intoxicated person 

on Main Street and found that the 
person’s level of intoxication did 
not rise to the level of a concern. 

• On Oct. 19 assisted Vermont 
State Police on Hewitt Road. 

• On Oct. 20 received a report 
of unlawful mischief on Airport 
Drive. An investigation is 
ongoing. 

• On Oct. 20 received a 
report of home improvement 
fraud on Mountain Terrace. An 
investigation is ongoing. 

• On Oct. 21 helped resolve a 
disagreement on Mountain Street. 

• On Oct. 21 issued a parking 
warning on Pine Street. 

• On Oct. 22 assisted Bristol 
Rescue on Mountain Street. 

• On Oct. 22 helped ensure an 
individual was able to retrieve 

belongings from a former 
residence. 

• On Oct. 22 responded to a 
North Street residence in the 
Park Place area for a report of 
vandalism. An investigation is 
ongoing. 

• On Oct. 23 responded to a 

report of a family fight on South 
Street. One person involved was 
present when police arrived. The 
individual declined to provide 
information or accept an offer 
of assistance from social service 
agencies. 

Police asking for information on car crash

Police Log
Bristol



PAGE 14B — Addison Independent, Thursday, November 3, 2022

The legal voters of the Addison Northwest School District consisting of Addison, 
Ferrisburgh, Panton, Vergennes and Waltham are hereby notified and warned to 
meet at (see locations below) on Tuesday, November, 8, 2022 at which time the 
polls will open at 7:00 in the forenoon and close at 7:00 in the evening to vote on 
the following articles by Australian Ballot:

Article I.  FORMATION OF UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Shall the Addison Northwest School District #54, consisting of the towns of 
Addison, Ferrisburgh, Panton, Vergennes, and Waltham, which the proposed 
articles of agreement have identified as necessary to the formation of the 
proposed union school district, join with the Mount Abraham Unified School 
District #61, consisting of the towns of Bristol, Monkton, New Haven and 
Starksboro which are identified as “necessary” to formation, for the purpose 
of forming a union school district, as provided in Title 16, Vermont Statutes 
Annotated, upon the following conditions and agreements: 

(a) Grades.  The union school district shall be organized to provide for 
the education of resident students in grades Pre-Kindergarten (PK) 
through twelfth (12) and shall assume full and sole responsibility 
therefore on July 1, 2023.   

(b) Operation of schools.  The union school district shall operate and 
manage one or more schools offering instruction in grades Pre-
Kindergarten (PK) through twelfth(12). 

(c) Union school district board.  The New School District Board of 
Directors shall be composed of fifteen (15) directors who shall have 
equal votes and shall be determined as follows:

(1) The combined population of all Necessary Towns (and 
after the formation of the New School District, the town 
of each forming District referred to as “Member Town”), 
determined by the most recent U.S. Census will be 
divided by fifteen (15).  Each Member Town shall have at 
minimum one (1) representative to the Board of Directors. 
Representation of each Member Town shall be determined 
by a vote of the eligible voters of each town separately and 
the number of board members allocated each town shall 
be done proportionately based on town population and 
weighted as necessary. 

(2) The initial Board of Directors shall have the following 
allocation:

Number of School Board Members By Town
Town Members Population Individual Weight Value
Addison 1  1365 8.05 
Bristol  3 3782 7.43
Ferrisburgh  2 2646 7.80
Monkton 2  2079 6.13
New Haven 1  1683 9.93
Panton 1  646 3.81
Starksboro 2 1756 5.18
Vergennes 2 2553 7.53
Waltham 1  446 2.63 

(d)  Assumption of debts, ownership of school property, and operating 
funds surpluses and deficits.  No later than June 30, 2023, the union 
school district shall assume the indebtedness of forming districts, 
acquire the school properties of the forming districts, and pay for 
them, all as specified in the final report and proposed articles of 
agreement. Addison North School District shall assume any and all 
general operating surpluses and deficits of the Forming Entities that 
may exist at the close of business on June 30, 2023. In addition, 
reserve funds identified for specific purposes will be transferred to the 
Addison North School District and will be applied for said purposes 
unless otherwise determined through appropriate legal procedures.  

(e)  Final report.  The provisions of the final report and proposed articles of 
agreement approved by the State Board of Education on the 20th day 
of July, 2022, which is on file in the office of the clerk of each school 
district named in this warning, shall govern the union school district.

(f) School Closure. 
An elementary school within the Addison North School District cannot 
be closed for all grades K-5 without a vote of the electorate as 
follows:

(1) At any time during the first four (4) years of the Addison 
North School District’s operation, an elementary school for 
all grades may be closed with a majority of the vote of the 
towns whose resident students attend that school as of the 
operational date of the Addison North School District.

(2) After the first four (4) years of operations, an elementary 
school may be closed with approval of two-thirds (2/3) 
majority of a quorum of the Board of Directors of the 
Addison North School District and approval of a two-thirds 

SPECIAL SCHOOL DISTRICT MEETING
WARNING ADDISON NORTHWEST SCHOOL DISTRICT

NOVEMBER 8, 2022
(2/3) majority vote of the voters of the Addison North 
School District. 

(3) An elementary school will not otherwise be closed.
(4) School closure shall be defined as the District ceases to 

use the school building for the provision of direct education 
for a majority of grades operated within the building in the 
year prior to the first date of operations of the Addison 
North School District.  

Article II.  ELECTION OF INITIAL MEMBERS OF THE UNION  SCHOOL 
DISTRICT BOARD 
To elect a total of fifteen (15) member(s) to serve as initial members of the 
proposed union school district board for the terms established in the final report 
and proposed articles of agreement: Representation of each Member Town to the 
Board of Directors shall be determined by each town separately and not at-large. 

(a) Addison North School District, 1 Addison Board Member to serve for a 
2 year term 

(b) Addison North School District, 1 Bristol Board Member to serve for a 1 
year term 

(c) Addison North School District, 1 Bristol Board Member to serve for a 2 
year term

(d) Addison North School District, 1 Bristol Board Member to serve for a 3 
year term

(e) Addison North School District, 1 Ferrisburgh Board Member to serve 
for a 1 year term

(f) Addison North School District, 1 Ferrisburgh Board Member to serve 
for a 3 year term

(g) Addison North School District, 1 Monkton Board Member to serve for 
a 1 year term

(h) Addison North School District, 1 Monkton Board Member to serve for 
a 3 year term

(i) Addison North School District, 1 New Haven Board Member to serve 
for a 2 year term

(j) Addison North School District, 1 Panton Board Member to serve for a 
2 year term

(k) Addison North School District, 1 Starksboro Board Member to serve 
for a 1 year term

(l) Addison North School District, 1 Starksboro Board Member to serve 
for a 3 year term

(m) Addison North School District, 1 Vergennes Board Member to serve 
for a 1 year term

(n) Addison North School District, 1 Vergennes Board Member to serve 
for a 2 year term

(o) Addison North School District, 1 Waltham Board Member to serve for 
a 3 year term

Voters of the Town of Addison will vote at Addison Town Clerk’s Office located at 
65 VT RT 17 W, Addison, VT 05491. The Polls will open on Tuesday, November 8, 
2022 at 7:00 AM and close at 7:00 PM.

Voters of the Town of Ferrisburgh will vote at the Ferrisburgh Town Office 
located at 3279 US RT 7, Ferrisburgh, VT 05456. The Polls will open on Tuesday, 
November 8, 2020 at 7:00 AM and close at 7:00 PM.

Voters of the Town Panton will vote at the Panton Town Hall located at 3176 
Jersey St, Panton, VT 05491.  The Polls will open on Tuesday, November 8, 2022 
at 10:00 AM and close at 7:00 PM.

Voters of the Town of Vergennes will vote at the Vergennes Fire Station 
located at 50 N Green St, Vergennes, VT 05491.  The Polls will open on Tuesday, 
November 8, 2022 at 9:00AM and close at 7:00 PM.

Voters of the Town of Waltham will vote at the Waltham Town Hall located at 
2053 Maple St, Waltham, VT 05491.  The Polls will open on Tuesday, November 
8, 2022 at 10:00AM and close at 7:00 PM.

The legal voters of the Addison Northwest School District are further notified 
that voter qualification and registration relative to said meeting shall be as 
provided in Section 706(u) of Title 16, and Chapters 43, 51 and 55 of Title 17, 
Vermont Statutes Annotated.

The voters are further notified that on November 1, 2022 at 6:00 PM 
the Addison Northwest School District Board of Directors will hold a public 
informational meeting at the Vergennes Union High School to discuss the articles 
set forth above. 
 
Dated at Vergennes, Vermont this 26 day of  September, 2022.
Addison Northwest School District Board of Directors:

John Stroup, ANWSD Board Chair
Received for the record and recorded this 26th day of September, 2022 by:
Martha Kenfield, Clerk of The District

TOWN OF ADDISON
The Legal Voters Of The Town Of Addison Are Hereby Notified And Warned 

To Meet At 7:00 Am At The Addison Town Clerk’s Office On Tuesday, November 
8, 2022 To Vote By Australian Ballot (Between 7:00 Am And 7:00 Pm) On The 
Following Article:

Shall general obligation bonds or notes of the town of Addison in an amount 
not to exceed Two Million, Sixty-Eight Thousand, nineteen Dollars, and Six Cents 
($2,068,019.06), be issued to finance the cost of certain capital improvements 
and repairs to the Town Hall, said amount subject to available grants-in-aid?

Dated at Addison, VT this 17th day of October, 2022
Addison Selectboard

TOWN OF BRIDPORT 
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Bridport Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, 
November 22, 2022 in the Town Office at 82 Crown Point Road, on each and to 
consider each of the following application(s):

1. At 7:05 PM on Application (#S22-08) by Mary Paquette for a lot 
subdivision of parcel ID# 07-061A owned by Robert Myrick Sr Family 
Trust.  The property is located at 1723 Middle Rd.

2. At 7:25 PM on Application (#S22-42) by William Gladstone & Tracey 
Root  for a lot subdivision of parcel ID# 06-041 owned by William 
Gladstone & Tracey Root. The property is located at 1712 Lake St.

3. At 7:45 PM on Application (# S22-43) by Lucien Hotte  for a lot 
subdivision of parcel ID# 08-040.4 owned by Hotte Bros llc.  The 
property is located at 2280 Hemenway Rd.

4. At 8:05 PM on Application (#S22-44) by Harold Nisun for a lot 
subdivision of parcel ID# 11-18.A owned by Helen Giard Trust.  The 
property is located at 1650 Crown Point Rd.

5. At 8:15 PM on Application (#S22-45) by Monte Provencher for a lot 
subdivision of parcel ID# 03-025.1 owned by Monte Provencher.  The 
property is located at 67 Carrs Ln.

Plans and additional information regarding any such application may be 
viewed at said Town Office or by calling (802) 758-2483, Ext. 2.  Participation in 
the Planning Commissions proceeding is a prerequisite to the right to take any 
subsequent appeal on any decision of it on an application.
 Steven DeCarlo, Zoning Administrator

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF ADDISON

The Addison Planning Commission will hold a monthly meeting on Monday, 
November 21, 2022 at 6:30 p.m. at the Addison Town Clerk’s Office.  

To consider the following:
1. To approve the meeting minutes for October 17, 2022. 
2. To transact any business found necessary before the board.           
3. To allow time for public comment interaction at beginning of the meeting.           
4. We need to work on updating & referencing some sections for 

implementing Subdivision & Zoning Regulations into the Town Plan. 
Continue to work on definitions & reviewing The Vermont State Statutes 
(Chapter 117). Do we add “Cannabis” to our regulations?

5. Continue working on items that are considered projects in progress at 
the November meeting & continue to review the Zoning Regulations 
pertaining to districts & sections.                                                                     

6. We will review the revised notes on items that the Z.A. helped with. 
(Zoning) PUDS and density-zoning, tables & road frontages within the 
districts. We have a rough draft to work from to review corrections & 
consider input from the Select Board & DRB for additions/corrections — 
Plan for them to join us at the November meeting. 

7. Plan to work on definitions and study the VT State Statutes (new laws).
8. Adjournment   
We are planning to have a work meeting after the regular monthly meeting on 

Monday, November 21, 2022 at Addison Town Clerk’s Office.  The S.B. & DRB 
boards to join us.
 Jeffrey Kauffman, Jr, Chair
 Starr Phillips, Secretary
  Addison Planning Commission

Tuesday 12:30pm to 4:30pm

APPOINTMENTS REQUIRED.

802-388-1966
addisoncountyclerk@gmail.com

Addison County Courthouse
The Addison County Clerk
located in Frank Mahady
Courthouse is available

to accept passport applications
and provide  passport photos.

REGULAR HOURS
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday

9am to 1pm

Full Passport Service

NOTICE OF DESTRUCTION
OF PERSONNEL RECORDS

RUTLAND NORTHEAST
SUPERVISORY UNION

Brandon, Chittenden, Goshen, Leicester, Mendon, Pittsford, Sudbury, Whiting 
(RNESU, Otter Valley & Barstow Unified Union School Districts)

Let this serve as notice that Personnel Records of employees who were 
employed at Barstow Memorial School, Lothrop Elementary School, Neshobe 
School, Otter Creek Academy (formally known as Leicester Central, Sudbury 
County and Whiting Elementary Schools), or Otter Valley High School prior and 
up to the 1992 school year are being destroyed in accordance with Federal, State 
and Local Guidelines.

Anyone who would like their record should call Pam Reed at the RNESU Office 
at (802)247-5757 prior to December 31, 2022 to make arrangements to pick it up.
 Brooke Dahlin
 Human Resources Coordinator

     Public Notices  can be found in this

ADDISON INDEPENDENT  on Pages 12B, 13B, 14B & 15B.

It’s dictionary time
CHAMPLAIN VALLEY CHRISTIAN School students were 

among the third graders in Vergennes and Ferrisburgh to receive 
student dictionaries from the Vergennes Lions Club. Pictured 
are six of the CVCS students, with their teacher, Ms. Gagnon, 
left, and Lions members Yvonne Raphael, Debbie Brace, Larry 
Simino and District Governor Kathy Dorman.

Photo courtesy of Larry Simino 

MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 
police on Oct. 27 cited a juvenile 
with possession of marijuana 
following a traffic stop on 
Washington Street. 

Police said they seized 
approximately 4.5 ounces of 
marijuana from the youth. Police 
said they gave court diversion 
paperwork to a second youth in 
the vehicle for having consumed 
alcohol.

In other action last week, 
Middlebury police:

• Investigated a report of a retail 
theft at a Court Street business on 
Oct. 24.

• Assisted Middlebury Regional 
EMS (MREMS) with an overdose 
patient on North Pleasant Street on 
Oct. 24.

• Served a temporary restraining 
order on a local woman on Oct. 24.

• Spoke with a Willard Street 
resident who on Oct. 24 was 
concerned that someone might 
have been stealing their firewood.

• Received a report about a non-
student allegedly causing problems 
at the Middlebury College library 
on Storrs Avenue on Oct. 25.

• Assisted a South Village Green 
business that had complained 
about unwanted skateboarders on 

their property on Oct. 25.
• Arrested Dillon M. McDougall, 

25, of Leicester on an outstanding 
warrant on Oct. 25.

• Investigated a report of 
someone spray painting the 
underside of the Cross Street 
Bridge on Oct. 25.

• Tried to find a white box truck 
that was allegedly being operated 
erratically on Route 7 South on 
Oct. 25.

• Assisted a houseless person 
who was looking for local housing 
options on Oct. 26.

• Received a report about two 
trucks being operated unsafely at 
the intersection of Charles Avenue 
and Duane Court on Oct. 26.

• Investigated a domestic 
dispute at a South Village Green 
residence on Oct. 26.

• Assisted MREMS with a 
patient who was experiencing a 
mental health crisis on Oct. 27.

• Assisted Middlebury College 
Public Safety with a trespassing 

complaint on campus on Oct. 27.
• Served a no-trespass order on 

Oct. 27 on a person who wasn’t 
wanted on Middlebury Union 
High School property.

• Helped defuse a dispute 
between two MUHS students on 
Oct. 27.

• Destroyed suspected drug 
baggies that had been found by 
someone walking off Deerfield 
Lane on Oct. 27.

• Arrested Christopher Gallant, 
38, of Weybridge on an outstanding 
warrant, in the Exchange Street 
area on Oct. 28.

• Received a complaint on Oct. 28 
from a local woman who believed 
someone might have stolen money 

from her bank account.
• Investigated a reported 

burglary at Rice Restaurant on 
Seymour Street business during the 
night of Oct. 27-28. Anyone with 
information on this case should 
call Officer Chris Mason at 802-
388-3191.

• Assisted Castleton police with 
an investigation at Porter Medical 
Center on Oct. 30.

• Assisted Charter House 
Emergency Shelter officials with 
an unwanted person on their North 
Pleasant Street property on Oct. 30.

• Responded to a report of two 
men who said they felt threatened 
while on Main Street on Oct. 30.

• Found a “large amount” of 
trash at the side of Case Street on 
Oct. 30. Police said they couldn’t 
find any clues within the trash to 
identify who had dumped it.

• Responded to a domestic 
disturbance at an Elm Street home 
on Oct. 29.

• Responded to a disturbance at 
an Elm Street home on Oct. 29.

Area juvenile cited for
possession after stop

Police Log
Middlebury
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This is to notify you to appear at the Court named above in connection with the 
above-named case on:
DATE: November 18, 2022 TIME: 10:45 AM DURATION: 15 Minutes
HEARING RE: Status Conference
THIS HEARING/TELEPHONE STATUS CONFERENCE WILL BE HELD BY
WEBEX/VIDEO. If unable to join by video, please join by phone. If you are 
unable to participate by video or telephone, you may file a motion to appear in 
person. Log in information is included in this hearing notice and a video link will 
be sent to your email upon request. Log in 5 minutes before your hearing is to 
begin. If there is another hearing in progress, please wait quietly until your case 
is called. You may be put into a virtual lobby and returned to the meeting when 
the Court is ready to call your case.

TO JOIN BY VIDEO: Go to: https://vtcourts.webex.com.
Enter the following meeting ID

number and password to join: Meeting Number: 2347 615 0045
Meeting Password: yxYvgPa26J8

TO JOIN BY PHONE: + 1-408-418-9388 2347 615 0045## United States Toll
Civil Division Clerk
Any individual with a disability requiring assistance accessing the services, 
programs, and/or activities at the Courthouse should contact the Clerk’s office at 
the above address for further assistance.

VERMONT SUPERIOR COURT
Addison Unit
7 Mahady Court
Middlebury VT 05753
802-388-7741
www.vermontjudiciary.org

CIVIL DIVISION
Case No. 22-CV-03611

Date: October 26, 2022
NOTICE OF HEARING

Addison County Community Trust Inc. v. Babecca Tahair
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VERMONT SUPERIOR COURT
Addison Unit
7 Mahady Court,
Middlebury, VT 05753
802-388-7741
www.vermontjudiciary.org

PROBATE DIVISION
Case No

22-PR-06281

October 21, 2022
PROBATE NOTICE OF HEARING 

Estate of: Albert Brouillard
This is to notify you to appear at court in connection with the above-named 

case for the following: A Testate Estate Commencement Hearing will be held on:
DATE: November 22, 2022 TIME: 9:30 AM DURATION: 30 Minutes 

If you desire to be heard on the above matter, you must appear at the hearing.
Objections to the allowance of the Will must be filed in writing not less than 
seven days prior to the hearing. In the event that no timely objections are filed, 
the Will may be allowed if it meets the criteria set out in V.S.A. 14 section 107(b)
(1) or (2).

THIS HEARING/TELEPHONE STATUS CONFERENCE WILL BE HELD BY 
WEBEX/VIDEO. If unable to join by video, please join by phone. If you are 
unable to participate by video or telephone, you may file a motion to appear in 
person. Log in information is included in this hearing notice and a video link will 
be sent to your email upon request. Log in 5 minutes before your hearing is to 
begin. If there is another hearing in progress, please wait quietly until your case 
is called. You may be put into a virtual lobby and returned to the meeting when 
the Court is ready to call your case.

TO JOIN BY VIDEO: Go to: https://vtcourts.webex.com.
Enter the following meeting ID

number and password to join: Meeting Number: 2335 232 9966 -
Meeting Password:

MRr4qw26SJ3
TO JOIN BY PHONE: + 1-408-418-9388 2335 232 9966## United States Toll

TO JOIN BY MEETING LINK:
https://vtcourts.webex.com/vtcourts/j.

php?MTID=mbb195cb2bfe5297030c4880647a40034

     Public Notices  can be found in this

ADDISON INDEPENDENT  on Pages 12B, 13B, 14B & 15B.

ACT 250 NOTICE
MINOR APPLICATION #9A0080-11

10 V.S.A. §§ 6001 - 6111
On October 17th, 2022, Simmonds Precision Products, Inc., filed application 

#9A0080-11 for a project generally described as approval for a variety of as-
built and proposed improvements at the existing manufacturing facility. As-built 
improvements include: (1) expansion of gravel surfaces; (2) installation of three 
liquid nitrogen storage tanks (two 11,000-gallon storage tanks with concrete 
pad and one 1,300-gallon tank proposed to be replaced by a 9,000-gallon tank); 
(3) construction of a ±780 square-foot covered dumpster/recycling enclosure; 
and (4) installation of an explosives storage container, six trailers dedicated 
for office use, and several additional storage containers. Proposed changes 
include: (1) installation of an aboveground 10,000-gallon No. 2-fuel oil storage 
tank with concrete tank pad and bollards; (2) stormwater upgrades; and (3) 
an increase in employees from 900 to 1,000. The project is located at 100 
Panton Road in Vergennes, Vermont. This application can be viewed online by 
visiting the Act 250 Database here: https://anrweb.vt.gov/ANR/Act250/Details.
aspx?Num=9A0080-11.

No hearing will be held and a permit will be issued unless, on or before 
Wednesday, November 23rd, 2022, a party notifies the District 9 Commission 
in writing of an issue requiring a hearing, or the Commission sets the matter for a 
hearing on its own motion. Any person as defined in 10 V.S.A. § 6085(c)(1) may 
request a hearing. Any hearing request must be in writing, must state the criteria 
or sub-criteria at issue, why a hearing is required, and what additional evidence 
will be presented at the hearing. Any hearing request by an adjoining property 
owner or other person eligible for party status under 10 V.S.A. § 6085(c)(1)
(E) must include a petition for party status under the Act 250 Rules. To request 
party status and a hearing, fill out the Party Status Petition Form on the Board’s 
website: https://nrb.vermont.gov/documents/party-status- petition-form, and 
email it to the District 9 Office at:  NRB.Act250Barre@vermont.gov. Findings 
of Fact and Conclusions of Law may not be prepared unless the Commission 
holds a public hearing.
For more information contact the District Coordinator listed below. 
Josh Donabedian, District 9 Coordinator 
Joshua.Donabedian@vermont.gov, (802) 261-1945
Mail: 10 Baldwin Street, Montpelier, VT 05633-3201
Physical: 111 West Street, Essex Junction, VT 05452

TOWN OF NEW HAVEN  REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
FOR A  TOWN WIDE REAPPRAISAL

The RFP can be found on the 
Town’s website:

www.newhavenvt.com
Sealed bids are due on January 1, 2023, by 4:00 pm.

The New Haven Selectboard reserves the right to reject any and all 
proposals, or to accept any proposal deemed to be in its best interest. 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★

 TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY SPECIAL
SELECTBOARD MEETING

ROOM 116 – LARGE CONFERENCE ROOM
TOWN OFFICES – 77 MAIN STREET

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2022 - 7:00 P.M. 
Also available via Zoom:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87962895545
By Phone: +1 646-558-8656 (not toll-free)

Webinar ID: 879 6289 5545
For those wishing to watch but not participate:

Selectboard meetings are livestreamed to MCTV’s YouTube Channel:
https://www.youtube.com/user/MCTVVermont

and also broadcast live on Comcast Channel 1071

AGENDA
7:00 1. **Call to Order
 2. *Approval of Agenda
 3. **Informational Meeting on Ballot Article 1: Vermont Gas Service
 to 3 Mill Street
 4. *Approval of Consent Agenda
 4.a. Approval of Minutes of the October 25, 2022, Regular   

Selectboard Meeting
 4.b. Acceptance of Selectboard Subcommittee Meeting Minutes   

– October 19, 2022, Middlebury Energy Committee Meeting &   
October 27, 2022, Infrastructure Committee Meeting

 4.c.  Agenda Placeholder
 4.d.  Agenda Placeholder
 4.e. Town Manager’s Report
 -Turning Point Center of Addison County request for allocation   

of National  Opioid Settlement
 -Pre-Award notice for ARPA funds for Combined Sewer   

Overflow Abatement Project(s)
 -E-mail from Leon Smith regarding Posting of Property and   

Trails of Washington Street Extension
 5. **Citizen Comments [Opportunity to raise or address issues not  

otherwise included on this agenda]
7:15 6. **Public Hearing on Charter Amendment for Appointment of a 

Town Treasurer by the Selectboard
7:30 7. **Agenda Placeholder
7:35 8. **Dan Werner and Emmalee Cherington, Directors of Public 

Works Planning with updates from the October 27, 2022 
infrastructure Committee Meeting

 8.a. **FY24 Capital Budget approved with changes by the   
Committee

7:45 9. *Dan Werner and Emmalee Cherington, Directors of Public Works 
Planning with requests for:

 9.a. Approval of Application for Drinking Water State Revolving   
Fund (DWSRF) funding for Water Storage Facility Improvements

 9.b. Approval of Declaration of Intent to Bond for Water Storage   
Facility Improvements

7:55 10. *Fire Chief David Shaw request for purchase of replacement of  
Chipman Hill Repeater from sole source provider, Radio North   
Group under the Sole Source Provisions Policy, as recommended 
by the Infrastructure Committee  

8:00 11. *Police Chief Tom Hanley, Chair of the Public Health & Safety  
Committee, with updates from the Committee’s October 24, 2022   
Meeting, including the Committee’s recommendation to change the  
noise ordinance timeframe

8:10 12. *Addison County Community Trust (ACCT) Executive Director  
Elise Shanbacker with a request for an agreement between the   
National Bank of Middlebury, ACCT and the Town of Middlebury

 regarding the administration of Vermont Community Development  
Program (VCDP) Grant funding for the Lindale Mobile Home Park

 Septic System Improvement Project to facilitate financing for the 
project

 13. *Approval of Check Warrants
 14. **Board Member Concerns
 15. *Executive Session – Not Anticipated
 16. **Action on Matters Discussed in Executive Session
8:30 17. *Adjourn

* Decision Item      ** Possible Decision

ADDISON COUNTY — Both 
drivers were injured in a two-car 
crash on Route 125 in Cornwall 
last week.

Vermont State Police were 
called to the crash, which took 
place near Cider Mill Road at a 
little before 1:30 on Monday, Oct. 
24. Police report that Elizabeth 
Sugg, 64, of Nyack, N.Y., was 
driving a 2017 Honda CRV 
southbound on James Road when 
she failed to stop at a stop sign 
and proceeded to cross Route 125 
at approximately 30 mph. Police 
said Sugg’s CRV struck vehicle 
a westbound Subaru Impreza 
driven by Patricia Bezanson, 68, 
of Middlebury at approximately 
40 mph. 

 Middlebury Regional EMS 
took both drivers to Porter 
Medical Center for suspected 

VERGENNES — Vergennes 
police this past Saturday, Oct. 29, 
cited a city resident for driving 
a moped on South Water Street 
under the influence of alcohol.

City police allege that Jeremiah 
Delorme, 26, had an evidentiary 
blood-alcohol test of 0.210 not 
long after he pulled into the 
parking lot of the Maplefields 
convenience store at 6:30 p.m.; 
the legal BAC limit for driving is 
0.08. Police said he did not use the 
moped’s headlights or taillights 
despite the gathering darkness. 
Police also allege Delorme failed 
roadside sobriety testing that 
evening before they processed 
him for DUI and cited him.

In other action between Oct. 
24 and 30, Vergennes police 
conducted four traffic stops, one 
patrol by cruiser and one VIN 
inspection; responded to one 
false alarm and one inadvertent 
911 call; fingerprinted four job 
applicants; and also:

On Oct. 24:
• Took a report of a fender-

bender in the Shaw’s Supermarket 
parking lot.

• Were told two signs opposing 
the proposed local school merger 
were stolen from a School Street 
lawn.

• Conducted a welfare check on 
an elderly Panton Road resident, 
who was found to be OK.

On Oct. 25:

Drivers injured in two-car crash

Police Log
Vt. State
minor injuries; both vehicles were 
judged to be totaled. Impairment 
was not suspected to be 
contributing factors in this crash. 

A trooper issued traffic tickets 
to Sugg, which combined result in 
a fine of $382.

State police were assisted 
on scene by the Cornwall Fire 
Department. 

Then, separately, on Oct. 27 
at around a quarter after 7 p.m. 
a trooper saw a vehicle traveling 
on the shoulder of Route 7 in 
Leicester. The officer stopped 
the vehicle near Route 7’s 
intersection with Fern Lake Road. 

After seeing signs of impairment 
in driver Brian Maccione, 39, of 
Middlebury, the trooper arrested 
Maccione, took him to the 
Vergennes Police Department 
(which has a drug recognition 
expert) for processing and 
cited him for driving under the 
influence of drugs.

On Oct. 30 at a few minutes 
past 8 p.m. state police got a 
report from just north of New 
Haven Junction that a vehicle had 
traveled off the paved surface of 
Route 7, collided with a speed 
limit sign and a mailbox and 
continued on its way. Police later 
found the vehicle at a different 
address and identified the driver 
as Jonathan A. Lathrop, 30, of 
New Haven. They cited Lathrop 
for two counts of leaving the 
scene of an accident.

• Were informed by the 
Department for Children and 
Families that a Vergennes Union 
Elementary School student had 
written down threats of violence 
against a former student of the 
school. Police said school and 
DCF officials and the student’s 
family were handling the 
situation and keeping police in 
the loop. 

• On behalf of Middlebury 
police looked for four people at 
the Valley Vista rehab facility 
at Alden Place, but learned they 
were not there.

Driver of moped cited for DUI

Police Log
Vergennes

On Oct. 27 helped Vermont 
State Police by providing a 
department Drug Recognition 
Expert at the city police station 
to evaluate an impaired driver.

On Oct. 29 spoke to the owner 
of a pickup truck who was 
reportedly parking it regularly in 
the Macdonough Drive Park and 
told him not to park on adjacent 
private property or leave the 
truck in the park after dark.

On Oct. 30 cited Patrick 
Durfee, 44, of Vergennes to 
appear in Addison Superior 
Court, criminal division, to 
answer to an outstanding warrant 
for failing to appear to an earlier 
summons. Police said they 
spotted Durfee in the Shaw’s 
parking lot and cited him because 
they were aware of the warrant. 

By ANGELO LYNN
MIDDLEBURY — After 

several months this late summer 
and fall trying to revitalize 
Otter Creek’s Pub 
and Beer Garden, 
Long Trail Brewing 
Co. on Monday 
closed the restaurant 
and entertainment venue on 
Middlebury’s Exchange Street.

“This marks the end of an era 
for serving excellent, innovative 
craft beers, wonderful food, 
some really special moments 
and dedication and hard work by 
innumerable people,” said Long 
Trail President Charlie Storey in 
a message that’s also reflected on 
the company’s website. 

“A number of factors led to 
this decision, including the pub’s 

business trends and the challenging 
labor market,” Storey said, adding 
it was difficult to reinvent a new 
story for the pub following its 

closure for 18 months 
of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

More recently, 
Long Trail, which 

produces Long Trail, Otter Creek 
and Shed brands, was purchased 
by Mass. Bay Brewing Company 
(parent company of Harpoon 
Brewery) in June. 

Storey said the Otter Creek 
craft beers will continue to be 
brewed and distributed out of 
Long Trail’s brewery in Windsor, 
Vt., and the Long Trail craft beers 
will continue to be made at its 
facility in Bridgewater Corners, 
emphasizing that the craft beers 

will continue to have a strong 
presence in the marketplace. 

“We are very grateful to all 
of the Middlebury and Addison 
County community for its support 
and friendship,” Storey said, 
adding that they had hoped to be 
able to recreate a vibrant scene at 
the pub but weren’t able to draw 
the needed patronage.

As previously reported, 
Shoreham’s WhistlePig Whiskey 
now owns the Otter Creek and 
Shed brewing facility at the site 
of the pub, and it has converted 
production capabilities to bottling 
and distilling for its rye whiskey. 
Founded in 2007, WhistlePig 
promotes itself as the No. 1 
whiskey in the ultra-premium 
and luxury Rye category in North 
America.

Otter Creek Pub closes its doors

ADDISON COUNTY
Business News

FERRISBURGH — The 
Ferrisburgh Grange “King Pede” 
card parties are scheduled for 
Saturday, Nov. 12 and 26, at 
the Town Hall and Community 
Center and begin at 6:30 p.m. 
with a sandwich supper and then 
on to an evening of fun and card 
games. King Pede is an unusual 
game that involves “trick-taking” 
techniques such as in Hearts and 
Spades or Pitch. This is a game of 
fun and skill so come prepared to 
use your strategic thinking!

Bixby Library continues to hold 
its popular Storytime sessions on 
Thursday mornings, 10:30 to 11 
a.m. These sessions are a lot of 
fun for preschool children and 
their caregivers. Bixby librarians 
lead the group in stories, songs, 
and a take-home activity. Also, 
young writers are invited to join 
the Bixby Young Writers Club 
that meets the first Saturday of 
every month from 10:30 to 11 
a.m. 

On Thursday, Nov. 17, 
from 6 to 7 p.m., local author 
Janice Obuchowski will lead a 
discussion about her debut book, 
“The Woods.” This short story 
collection explores the lives of 
people living in a small Vermont 
college town, who are struggling 

to make sense of their lives and 
are finding peace within the 
landscape. “The Woods” is the 
2022 winner of the Iowa Short 
Fiction Award. The evening will 
feature readings by the author and 
will be a great opportunity for a 
discussion with this talented local 
writer. For more information on 
these events and Bixby’s other 
extensive services, visit www.
bixbylibrary.org.

The public is invited to a 
Ferrisburgh Central School 
student production of Fantastic 
Mr. Fox. This fun event will 
be held on Friday, Nov. 18, at 7 
p.m. The play is adapted from 
the much-loved Roald Dahl story 
about the clever Mr. Fox and his 
tricks to get food for his family. 
Plan to attend and support our 
young FCS thespians. Call 802-
877-3463 for more information.

The Addison Northwest 
Supervisory District is sponsoring 
a three-part series of workshops 
on equity and our students 
and community. Parents and 
families are invited to join in 
these discussions, which are 
being held over these next few 
months. Workshop 1: Equity: 
Meeting students where they are, 
as they are. Thursday, Nov. 17, 

6–7:30 p.m. at FCS. Workshop 2: 
Windows and Doors: The power 
of literacy in equity. Tuesday, 
Dec. 6, 6–7:30 p.m. at VUES. 
Workshop 3: Mental Health 
Matters. Thursday, Jan. 19, 
6–7:30 p.m. at VUHS. Advance 
registration is preferred. For more 
information email to Monica 
Desrochers at mdesrouchers@
anwsd.org.

The Addison Northwest 
Supervisory District is inviting 
the community to volunteer for 
our local schools. Parents and 
community members are welcome 
to assist with such events as 
coaching, mentoring, chaperoning 
school trips, and so forth. This is a 
great way to support our children 
and youth. For more information, 
email to Glory Martin at gmartin@
anwsd.org.  

NOTE: We are always 
interested in including a variety 
of Ferrisburgh-related news in 
this column, so if you have events 
that would be of interest, contact 
Sally Kerschner at smwkersch@
comcast.net. You are also able to 
access these columns and other 
information about Ferrisburgh 
news and events by viewing the 
Ferrisburgh Town Website at 
www.ferrisburghvt.org. 

NEWS

Ferrisburgh Have a news tip?
Email  Sally Kerschner at smwkersch@comcast.net

Send us your pet!
news@addisonindependent.com

Pet of the week

TOWN OF FERRISBURGH
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

PLANNING COMMISSION
NOVEMBER 16TH, 2022

AGENDA
A public hearing before the Planning Commission of the Town of Ferrisburgh 

will be held at the Town Clerk’s Office on Wednesday, November 16th, 2022, to 
consider the following applications and other business:

1. Application #22-135 Final Plat application for a two (2) lot 
subdivision; 771 Robinson Road (Farmland); applicant(s): Diane 
Shortsleeve; Rural Agricultural (RA-5) district; tax id no. 05/02/53

2. Application #22-130 Final Plat application for a three (3) lot 
subdivision; corner of US-7 and 22a, east of Park’n’Ride facility; 
applicant(s): Todd Hardie, Debra Townsend; Industrial (IND-2) district; 
tax id no. 15/01/22.4

The above files are available for inspection at the Town Clerk’s Office. 
Persons wishing to appear and be heard may do so in person or be represented 
by an agent or an attorney. Communications about the above hearings may also 
be filed in writing with the Board or the Zoning Administrator.

PLEASE NOTE: Participation in the local proceeding is a prerequisite to the 
right to take any subsequent appeal.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 
2022 GARDEN GAME WINNERS!

It was another inspiring year as Addison County’s talented green thumbs showed off their garden’s best. We 
received dozens of entries and the gardeners below each took the top spot. Thank you to all who participated!

presents the 2022 Garden Game

Beet
Steve Reigle

Cauliflower
Ted Foster

Green Bean
Kanyarat Menard

Pepper
Irene Pierce

Cabbage
Phyllis Bowdish

Cucumber
Julie Longergan

Melon
Barrie Bailey

Pumpkin 
Edward Lafayette

Rutabaga
Michael Pallozzi

Tomato 
Lisa Maloney

Broccoli
Ed Blechner

Corn
Peter Demong

Potato 
Edward Layfayette

Rhubarb
Jill Rainville

Sunflower
Eric Foster

Leek 
Ed Blechner

Carrot
Gary Miller

Parsnip
Ed Blechner

Asparaus
Laura Asermily

Eggplant 
Sue Galipo

Cantaloupe
Ted Foster

Edible Leafy Greens 
Gary Miller

Radish 
George & Patrick Martin

Summer Squash
Ted Foster

Winter Squash 
Brud Leedom

Zucchini
Jim Payne

Onion 
Gary Miller (tie)  

Pam Thomas (tie)

2022 GARDEN 
GAME WINNERS
• Asparagus (length x 
circumference) - Laura Asermily, 
17” x 2.25”

• Beet (circumference) -  
Steve Reigle, 22.5”

• Broccoli (diameter) -  
Ed Blechner, 12”

• Cabbage (circumference) - 
Phyllis Bowdish, 32.75”

• Cantaloupe (circumference) - 
Ted Foster, 24.25”

• Carrot (length x circumference) 
- Gary Miller, 15” x 8.25”

• Cauliflower (diameter) -  
Ted Foster, 13.5”

• Corn (length x circumference) - 
Peter Demong, 11” x 7.5”

• Cucumber (length x 
circumference) - Julie Longergan, 
25” x 9”

• Edible Leafy Greens (length x 
width - leaf only) - Gary Miller, 
19.75” x 9” 

• Eggplant (circumference x 
circumference) - Sue Galipo,  
22” x 18”

• Green Bean (length) - Kanyarat 
Menard, 40”

• Leek (length x circumference) - 
Ed Blechner, 43” x 5.5”

• Melon (circumference) -  

Barrie Bailey, 32”

• Onion (circumference) - Gary 
Miller & Pam Thomas, 14.25” 
(tie)

• Parsnip (circumference) -  
Ed Blechner, 9.25” 

• Potato (length x circumference) 
- Edward Layfayette, 13” x 10”

• Pepper (circumference x 
circumference) - Irene Pierce, 
15.25” x 15.25”

• Pumpkin (circumference 
x circumference) - Edward 
Lafayette, 72” x 62.5”

• Radish (circumference) - 
George & Patrick Martin, 12.25”

• Rhubarb (length) -  
Jill Rainville, 28”

• Rutabaga (circumference) - 
Michael Pallozzi, 32”

• Summer Squash (length x 

circumference) - Ted Foster, 13” 
x 16”

• Sunflower (diameter) -  
Eric Foster, 19”

• Tomato (circumference) - Lisa 
Maloney, 20”

• Winter Squash (length x 
circumference) - Brud Leedom, 

26” x 40”

• Zucchini (length x 
circumference) - Jim Payne, 24” 
x 13.25”

This contest is made possible thanks to our sponsor, Middlebury Agway.  
Prizes (limited to one per person) will be mailed to each winner.
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In her “third act,” Nadie VanZandt has built a shed on her Panton property where she is spending her retirement perfecting the oil painting skills she has developed after careers 
as an engineer and a home school teacher. INDEPENDENT PHOTO / STEVE JAMES

“Pastoral Scene, Addison” by Nadie VanZandt.

hinking back to an art class she took 
as a 4- or maybe 5-year-old, Nadie 
VanZandt remembers painting a big 
leaf; fi nely outlining the veins with the 
most delicate strokes.

“But those thin lines were wobbly and 
probably the size of my thumb,” the 

artist laughed during 
an interview last 
week at her home 
studio in Panton. 
Still, that memory 

stands out to VanZandt as one of those early 
moments where a person fi nds something 
they love.

VanZandt’s father was a painter as well as 
an engineer, and like her dad, she chose 
engineering for her fi rst career. She came 
to the United States from a small town in 

northwestern France to study engineering at 
Syracuse University. As an English-learning 
student, VanZandt didn’t realize she could take 
arts classes as electives — though studying 
art began to cross her mind as she saw friends 
take artistic electives.

Am engineering career took her to Evergreen, 
Colo., where she settled and raised two kids.

“When I was expecting my fi rst child, I went for 
a walk with a girlfriend and she was telling me 
about an art class,” VanZandt recalled. “Several 
months passed and I fi nally went to this class 
from 7-10 p.m., taught by a local painter. He 
gave us big brushes and a very large canvas 
and said, ‘Paint what you see.’

“Wow, I did it!” VanZandt remembers the 
feeling well. “I loved the experience, the 
process and how peaceful I felt when I was 
painting… But I realized this was not the time in 
my life for painting. I’ll have time later…”

So she went back to her engineering career, 
had a second child and then began her 
second act as a homeschool teacher.

SEE PAINTING ON PAGE 3

VanZandt connects to the land through painting

ELSIE
 LYNN PARINI

BY

T
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802-443-MIDD (6433)  •  go.middlebury.edu/pas

Castalian Quartet
Friday, November 11  n  7:30 pm  n  Free 
Mahaney Arts Center, Robison Hall; or stream from home 

Call for submissions: Krampusnacht

A SPELLBINDING MODERN FAIRYTALE THAT CELEBRATES SONDHEIM TAKES THE STAGE NOV. 10 IN BURLINGTON

Lyric Theatre Company presents Into the Woods

n Thursday, Nov. 10, Lyric Theatre 
Company kicks off its 49th season 
with Tony Award-winning show 
by Stephen Sondheim and James 
Lapine, “Into the Woods.” This 
magical tale is filled with storybook 
characters you may recognize, but 
be warned that things are not always 

as they seem. 

“Into the Woods” weaves 
together the stories of 

princes and witches, the dangers that lurk in 
the darkness, and the mystery of the unknown. 
Follow the journey of a baker and his wife 
as they set out to break a witch’s curse that 
prevents them from having a child of their 
own. Hear Jack’s gripping account of giants 
who live in the sky and follow a spunky Little 
Red as she boldly embarks on her dangerous 
journey to Grandmother’s house. You’ll meet 
Cinderella and Rapunzel, but don’t expect the 
typical happily-ever-after. 

Based on some of the most well-loved 
characters of Grimm’s Fairytales, this 
captivating dark comedy is made even more 
magical by the uniquely creative musical 
genius of the great Stephen Sondheim. With 
gorgeously designed set pieces by Jane 
Harissis and resplendent costumes by Kerry 
Farrell, this spellbinding show is a feast for the 
senses.

Leading the team for Lyric’s “Into the Woods” 
are Production Supervisor Serena Magnan 
O’Connell; Artistic Director Andrea Cronan; 

Music Director Cole Marino; Choreographers 
Jane Burchard and Rebecca Raskin; Stage 
Manager Sean Leach; and Assistant Stage 
Manager Cat Meyers. The enchanting 
ensemble cast showcases the talents 
of Connor Kendall as The Baker, Anneka 
Shepherd as Little Red, Laura Wolfsen as The 
Witch, Merrill Cameron as Cinderella, and 
presenting Eamon Lynch in his Lyric debut as 
The Narrator. Of the 20-person cast, nine will 
be performing in their first Lyric Main Stage 
Production. 

During each production, Lyric shines the 
spotlight on another community nonprofit. 
Our nonprofit partner for “Into the Woods” 
is the Children’s Literacy Foundation (CLiF,) 
whose mission is to inspire a love of reading 
and writing among low-income, at-risk, and 
rural children up to age 12 throughout New 
Hampshire and Vermont.

“Into the Woods” will be presented at the 
Flynn Nov. 10-13, with matinees on Saturday 

O

Bald Mountain Theater is calling for 
submissions and artists for our annual 
“Krampusnacht” show, a celebration of both 
the light and the dark sides of the Yuletide 
season. 

If you’d like to contribute to one of our most 
popular events of the year, we’re looking for 
writers, actors, singers, musicians, dancers, 
fire spinners and more. If you have an idea 
for this show or a piece you want to be 
considered, we want to hear about it. 

For story submissions, we’re looking for acts 
— no more than two pages long — dealing 
with some of the darker aspects of the 
winter solstice season. We’ve featured horror 
stories, tales of family dynamics around the 
holiday season, urban legends and stories 

about finding hope in the darkness. Humor 
is always welcome. Drawing inspiration 
from real life and then adding an element of 
the magical is particularly fitting with Bald 
Mountain Theater’s brand. We’re story-based 
theater, so there is no need to write them in 
script form as they will be read aloud.

Poems, songs, dances, folk tales or even 
just suggestions also welcome. We can’t 
promise that every submission will be 
featured this year, but it’s an annual event 
that we’ll continue to need material for.

Submission deadline: Friday, Nov. 18. 
Performance dates: Friday, Dec. 9 and 
Saturday, Dec. 10, at 7:30 p.m., outside, 
in Rochester. Email your submission to 
baldmountaintheater@gmail.com.

KYLIE
 HALPIN

BY

Anneka Shepherd as Little Red, and Laura Wolfsen as The Witch, will perform Nov. 10-13 for the Lyric Theater 
Company’s production of “Into The Woods” by Stephen Sondheim and James Lapine.

SEE WOODS ON PAGE 5
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PAINTING
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“I homeschooled for 13 years,” she said. 
“Once my kids were prepared for high 
school, my gift to myself was to join the Art 
Students League of Denver.”

VanZandt joined a class that held a three-
hour demo every Wednesday, and Friday 
practice sessions.

“I was religious 
about it with two 
other ladies,” she 
said. “I really liked 
my instructor. He 
was a biologist 
and taught in 
high school… He 
taught in a similar 
way that I learned 
engineering… Art is 
like engineering; it’s 
looking at the big 
picture and breaking 
it up into parts, then 
working on the 
details.”

VanZandt and her 
husband moved to 
Panton in 2018 once their kids had gone off  
to college (one graduated from Middlebury 
College). She got certifi ed by UVM as a 
master gardener.

“I had been tutoring in Colorado, but didn’t 
see a market here in Addison County,” 
VanZandt explained. “My intention was to 
get into my art when we moved here.”

VanZandt, with the help of some new 
neighbors, fi nished a small shed on her 
property last October — that’s her “tiny 
cabin studio” where she pursues her 
passion for painting landscapes in oil.

In her “third act,” as VanZandt calls it, she is 
studying and painting every day. Her style 
is mostly impressionistic. She paints in her 
studio from pictures she’s taken herself. 

“I’m not much of a plein air painter,” she 
said. “I have great admiration for those who 
can do it, but I didn’t like how the leaves 
fell on the paint, the bugs were biting, the 
sun was too hot or hard on your eyes… No, 
I’m a studio painter and like being a studio 
painter.”

What inspires VanZandt? Mostly landscapes 

that draw on her connections. 

“Like this little yellow house not too far from 
here,” she said. “It reminds me of where I 
grew up in France… Or a painting of a creek 
in Colorado that hangs on my friend’s 
wall, and now every time I look at it I am 
reminded of our friendship.”

VanZandt starts her days in the studio after 
breakfast. She reads her notes, sketches 
and starts her canvas with a color wash. 
With large brushes she starts by drawing 
out the big shapes. 

“I work alone and 
am still learning,” 
she said, “so I do a 

lot of experimenting to know what works.”

After a few hours, VanZandt will leave her 
work until the next day.

“There’s a point when I need to stop,” she 
said, adding that recognizing that point is 
still a challenge. “With oil painting I think 
less is more.”

And so she works — day in and day out — 
from her tiny cabin in her wooded lot. 

“I think Vermonters are very close to the 
land,” she refl ected. “I feel serene here… My 
goal now that I’m in my 60s is to always 
have this (painting) for the rest of my life — 
as a way to stay active, to keep my mind 
alert and to learn. It is a journey. It’s a great 
thing to have art in your life in older age.”

Editor’s note: Nadie VanZandt will have a 
painting sale at her studio on Saturday, Nov. 
19, from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Her studio is located 
at 205 Ridgeline Road in Panton. For more 
information visit nadievanzandt.com or email 
nvanzandt.art@gmail.com.

SPONSORED BY

KURT VONNEGUT: 
UNSTUCK IN TIME

THURSDAY, NOV 10
7PM TOWN HALL THEATER

GET SERIES PASSES, 
TICKETS & TRAILERS

middfilmfest.org
NEXT MONTH
HALLELUJAH: 
LEONARD 
COHEN, 
A JOURNEY, 
A SONG
DEC 8, 7PM

“Vermont Barn at Sundown,” by Nadie VanZandt. 
See this painting and others during a studio sale 
VanZandt is holding on Saturday, Nov. 19.

“MY GOAL 
NOW ... IS 
TO ALWAYS 
HAVE THIS
FOR THE 
REST OF MY 
LIFE.”
 — Nadie 
 VanZandt
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Castalian String Quartet off ers free concert 

MUSIC
U P C O M I N G

The Middlebury Performing Arts Series presents 
the internationally renowned Castalian String 
Quartet in a free concert on Friday, Nov. 11, 7:30 
p.m., in the Mahaney Arts Center’s Robison Hall.

Named the inaugural Hans Keller String Quartet 
in Residence at the University of Oxford and 
Royal Philharmonic Society’s Young Artist of 
the Year, the Castalian Quartet fi rst visited 
Middlebury on their U.S. debut tour in 2019. They 
return to treat us to a concert of exceptional 
works: Janácek’s Quartet No. 1, “Kreutzer Sonata”; 
Sibelius’ Quartet in D Minor, “Voces intimae”; 
and Beethoven’s Op. 130 Quartet, with the epic 
Grosse Fuge fi nale.

This free event is made possible thanks to the 
Sunderman Family Concert Endowment Fund, 
in memory of Dr. F. William Sunderman Jr. and 
Dr. Carolyn Reynolds Sunderman. The concert 
is open to on- and off -campus audiences; 
vaccinations and boosters (or valid medical or 
religious exemptions) required. Masks optional 
(but welcome!) except under certain conditions.

The performance will also be streamed for a 
48-hour window. Free tickets for the stream are 
available online via advance registration.

ABOUT THE ARTISTS
The Castalian String Quartet is taking the 
international chamber music scene by storm, 
gaining renown for interpretations “full of poetry, 
joy and sorrow, realized to such perfection” (The 
Observer).

Formed in 2011, the quartet studied with Oliver 
Wille at the Hochschule für Musik, Hannover, 
before being selected by the Young Classical 
Artists Trust in 2016. They were awarded First 
Prize at the 2015 Lyon International Chamber 
Music Competition and in 2018 were recipients 

of the inaugural Merito String Quartet Award and 
Valentin Erben Prize, and a prestigious Borletti-
Buitoni Trust Fellowship.

Recent debuts include New York’s Carnegie Hall, 
the Berlin Philharmonie, Vienna Konzerthaus, 
Hamburg’s Elbphilharmonie, Paris Philharmonie, 
and the Concertgebouw in Amsterdam. The 
Castalian String Quartet performs frequently at 
the Wigmore Hall in its home city of London. 
Recent and upcoming premieres include works 
by Charlotte Bray, Edmund Finnis, Mark Simpson, 
Simon Rowland-Jones, and Sir Mark-Anthony 
Turnage.

The Castalian String Quartet’s 2022 release 
Between Two Worlds (Delphian Records) — 
presenting music by Orlando di Lasso, Thomas 

Adès, Ludwig van Beethoven, and John Dowland 
— was given a double fi ve-star review as BBC 
Music Magazine’s Album of the Month.

The quartet’s name is derived from the 
Castalian Spring in the ancient city of Delphi. 
According to Greek mythology, the nymph 
Castalia transformed herself into a fountain to 
evade Apollo’s pursuit, thus creating a source 
of poetic inspiration for all who drink from 
her waters. Committed to inspiring a diverse 
audience for classical music, the Castalians have 
performed everywhere from the great concert 
halls to maximum security prisons and even 
the Colombian rainforest. When not on stage, 
Finnish fi rst violinist Sini Simonen bags Munros 
(a popular pastime in Scotland, where walking 
enthusiasts challenge themselves to climb as 
many 3000+ foot peaks as they can), Irish violist 
Ruth Gibson teaches yoga, and the Welshmen — 
second violinist Daniel Roberts and cellist Steff an 
Morris — get overly emotional about rugby.

For registration, health and safety protocols, and 
information, call 802-443-MIDD (6433) or visit 
middlebury.edu/arts.

The Castalian String Quartet off ers a free concert on Friday, Nov. 11, 7:30 p.m., at the Mahaney Arts Center. 
PHOTO / MARC MITCHELL

Taste Vermont!

388 Lincoln Road Ripton, Vermont
  highrowsvineyards.com

High Rows Vineyards is offering tasting
of our wines, and bottle sales at the winery 
Saturday, 11/5, 19 & 26 from 1:00-4:30pm
of our wines, and bottle sales at the winery 
Saturday, 

ADVERTISE
IN THE ADDY INDY

A D D I S O N I N D E P E N D E N T . C O M
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SEE EXHIBITS ON PAGE 22

ARIES: March 21/April 20. Try to focus on all of 
the things that are going right in your life right 
now, Aries. Avoid focusing on those things that 
have gone wrong. A new 
perspective is all you 
need.

TAURUS: April 21/
May 21. This week you 
need to slow down and 
smell the proverbial 
roses, Taurus. You’ve 
likely been moving at 
breakneck speed and 
you can’t maintain this 
momentum. Take a 
break.

GEMINI: May 22/
June 21. Gemini, when 
someone presents an 
idea to you, use your 
intuition to determine if 
you should get involved. 
You can trust your gut 
on this decision.

CANCER: June 22/
July 22. Cancer, even 
if you are in control of 
a situation, delegate 
some of your tasks to 
others and lighten your 
load. It’s good to build a 
team of people you can 
trust and rely upon.  

LEO: July 23/Aug. 23. 
Leo, if there is not much 
excitement happening 
around you right now, 
drum up some of your 
own. Try to schedule a 
social gathering before 
people get busy with 
the holidays.  

VIRGO: Aug. 24/Sept. 22. Virgo, if you can’t 
change your current situation, learn to live with 
things until you can see new horizons. You may 
need to grin and bear it for a bit. 

LIBRA: Sept. 23/Oct. 23. Libra, you’ve already 
taken an important step, now you just have 
to fi ne tune and fi nesse a situation. Figure out 

what works for you and 
then make your move.

SCORPIO: Oct. 24/
Nov. 22. It’s not time 
to throw in the towel 
just yet, Scorpio. 
Keep working every 
angle and exhaust 
all avenues. You may 
fi nd a way to make 
things work to your 
advantage.

SAGITTARIUS: Nov. 
23/Dec. 21. There’s 
a strong crowd of 
people rallying around 
you lately, Sagittarius. 
Harness their collective 
energy to pull yourself 
through a challenging 
situation.

CAPRICORN: Dec. 22/
Jan. 20. You may need 
to take a few steps in 
one direction before 
you fi gure out that 
the other path is the 
way to go, Capricorn. 
Don’t be afraid to make 
mistakes.

AQUARIUS: Jan. 21/
Feb. 18. Aquarius, just 
when you’re ready to 
move out the door, 
someone is trying to 
pull you back inside. 
Be fi rm with your 
resolutions. If it’s time 
to move on, then do so.

PISCES: Feb. 19/March 20. Pisces, you won’t 
make any strides if you are not willing to take a 
few risks. Explore some new possibilities in the 
days to come.

Cosmic ForecastCosmic Forecast

OPEN: M-F 10-5 and Saturday 9:30-4

260 Court Street, Middlebury, Vt. 05753
802-388-3559   www.middleburysewnvac.com

7th
Weekbefore Christmas Sale

Sale 11/7-11/13

Fill up
your library!
Books on Sale

Buy one Get one
50% off in store only

Rt 7 South, Middlebury • 802-388-2800
Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30, Sat. 10-2 

www.middleburyfloralandgifts.com

We’ve got Fall Wreaths
And so much more!And so much more!

BRISTOL • VT453-7799

Tues-Thurs 11am-5pm
Fri 11-7pm, Sat 10am-5pm
Sun 11-3pm • Closed Mon

Now open
on Sundays 11-3!

NOV. 3 — Amartya Sen, economist, Nobel-
laureate (89)
NOV. 4 — Robert Mapplethorpe, photographer (d)
NOV. 5 — Vandana Shiva, philosopher, physicist (70)
NOV. 6 — Thandie Newton, actor (50)

NOV. 7 — Marie Curie, Chemist, physicist, 
Nobel-laureate (d)
NOV. 8 — Kazuo Ishiguro, writer, Nobel-laureate 
(68)
NOV. 9 — Anne Sexton, poet (d)

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

ART
O N  E X H I B I T

ART ON MAIN
25 Main Street, Bristol
Visit artonmain.net or call 802-453-7648 for more info.

Season of Change. Local photographer Anne 
Majusiak is Art on Main’s featured artist for the month 
of October. Majusiak is inspired by the beauty of 
Vermont’s ever changing seasons and in particular the 
landscape of Addison County. 

BRANDON ARTISTS GUILD
7 Center St, Brandon
Visit brandonartistsguild.org or call 802-247-4956 
for more info.

“Common Thread” featuring fabric and fi ber art by 
Althea Bilodeau Lamb and Judith Reilly. While these 
two fabric/fi ber artists had a similar introduction 
to “threads,” their journey with them has led to two 
completely diff erent worlds. On view Sept. 9-Nov. 6.

EDGEWATER GALLERY AT THE FALLS
1 Mill Street, Middlebury
Visit edgewatergallery.com, call 802-458-0098 or email 
info@edgewatergallery-vt.com for more info.

“Tidal,” a solo exhibition of new paintings by Ellen 
Granter, who chronicles the eff ect of the progression 
of the day and the changing seasons on the coastal 
landscape and its birdlife. On view Oct. 1-Nov. 15. 

EDGEWATER GALLERY ON THE GREEN
6 Merchants Row, Middlebury
Visit edgewatergallery.com, call 802-989-7419 or email 
info@edgewatergallery-vt.com for more info.

“Fragile/Familiar,” a solo exhibition of new work 
by Kathleen Kolb. This new collection of paintings 
embody her study of light, exploration of sense of 
place and community, and her relationship with the 

and Sunday, at 1 
p.m. and evening 
performances 
Thursday through 
Saturday, at 7:30 
p.m. The Saturday 
evening show will 
be ASL interpreted, 

and the Sunday matinee will be audio-described for 
patrons who are blind or visually impaired. For tickets, 
call 802-86-FLYNN, purchase online at fl ynnvt.org or 
visit the Flynn Box Offi  ce in downtown Burlington, open 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays from noon-3 p.m. 

WOODS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
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CALENDAR
THURSDAY, NOV. 3
“THICKENING OF PLACE: MATERIAL, 
MEMORY, AND MAGIC” IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, Nov. 3, 4:30 
p.m., Sunderland Hall, 356 College 

St. Cameron Visiting Architect Sam Ostrow will discuss 
how we might reorient the practice of architecture to 
foreground reciprocity, multiplicity and connection. 
Free. Open to the public.

FRIDAY, NOV. 4
“SOMETHING OLD, SOMETHING NEW, NOTHING 
BORROWED, OFTEN BLUE” IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, 
Nov. 4, 7 p.m., Town Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. 
The Stealing from Work crew is celebrating 10 years 
of fresh, all-natural sketch comedy in the Green 
Mountain State. Join us for our anniversary party with a 
rollicking production of brand-new material and some 
of our favorites from the past. Tickets $20, available at 
townhalltheater.org.

SATURDAY, NOV. 5
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN WAITSFIELD/
WARREN. Saturday, Nov. 5, Mad River Glen. Hike from 
Mad River Glen to Stark’s Nest, Waitsfield. 4 miles 
round trip. Steep walk up ski trails, 2,000 foot elevation 
gain. Beautiful views throughout. Contact Morris Earle 
at morrisearle@gmail.com or 802-734-0984 with 
questions or to register. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

GLOW LIGHT DANCE PARTY IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Saturday, Nov. 5, 3-5 p.m., American Legion, 49 Wilson 
Rd. Join the Vermont Children’s Museum and dance 
the afternoon away as a fundraiser to open an indoor 
play space in Middlebury. Registration required, $10/
child. Grown-ups are encouraged to help children 

fundraise by sharing their participant page. Individual 
fundraising is not required to participate in the dance. 
Prizes for top fundraisers. You can also make a general 
donation if you are not participating or know a child 
participating at vermontchildrensmuseum.org/events.

CORNER HOUSE IN LINCOLN. Saturday, Nov. 5, 7:30 
p.m., Burnham Hall, 52 E. River Rd. Corner House 
writes and arranges music liberally composed of Irish, 
Scottish, Appalachian string band, and bluegrass 
influences. Their lyrical and spirited songwriting, 
dynamic old-time groove, and award-winning fiddle 
and mandolin combine to create a dynamic sound 
that is both timeless and very much rooted in the 
present. Tickets general admission $15/generous 
admission$20-$25/or pay what you can. To buy 
advance tickets, visit rcch.org/upcoming-shows. Walk-
ins welcome. The show will also be available streamed 
via the Facebook. More info at rcchfolks@gmail.com.

PORTERPALOOZA IN MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, Nov. 5, 
7 p.m., Town Hall Theater, 68 S. Maple St. What better 
way to support your local hospital than with a Live 
Jukebox featuring The Grift, cash bar, and lots of fun. 
Doors open at 7 p.m., band starts at 7:30 p.m. Cash 
Bar. Tickets $30. All proceeds support Porter Medical 
Center. More info at townhalltheater.org.

SUNDAY, NOV. 6
STUNDOM: TRADITIONAL NORDIC TRIO ONLINE 
PERFORMANCE. Sunday, Nov. 6, 11 a.m., Zoom. 
Middlebury Community Music Center hosts this 
online performance and interactive discussion with 
the renowned Danish trio Stundom. The music of 
Stundom is Nordic in its essence: Inspired by the 
traditional dance music from their ancestors, mixed 
with classical chamber music tradition and several 
modern symphonic elements, we invite you to join 

their wondrous musical world. Free. Register at 
eventbrite.com/e/stundom-traditional-nordic-trio-
online-performance-tickets-440548521487. More info 
at info@mcmcvt.org. 

4-HANDS PIANO CONCERT WITH JULIA BADY AND 
ANDREW KING IN MIDDLEBURY. Sunday, Nov. 6, 4 
p.m., Middlebury Community Music Center, 6 Main 
St. Come watch pianists Julia Bady and Andrew 
King perform an exquisite selection of piano duets 
from Schubert, Brahms, and Dvořák! More event 
info and registration at eventbrite.com/e/4-hands-
piano-concert-with-julia-bady-and-andrew-king-
tickets-442409327207.

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 9
“THE GENEALOGY OF HAPPINESS” IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Wednesday, Nov. 9, 10:30 a.m., Ilsley Public Library, 75 
Main St. In a Vermont Humanities program, speaker 
William Edelglass will explore the topic of Happiness. 
What is happiness? Can it be measured? And what 
is the relationship between happiness and virtue, 
money, pleasure, relationships, mindfulness and 
satisfaction? Free and open to the public.

ONE-PAGE MINI ALBUM-MAKING IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Wednesday, Nov. 9, 6 p.m., Ilsley Public Library, 75 Main 
St. Join Renee and spend a fun evening creating this 
delightful mini album. The album can be used for a 
gift or a memory keeper or anything you like. Ilsley will 
provide everything you need to make one as well as an 
instruction sheet so you can make more at home. This 
drop-in event is appropriate for ages 16 and up. Bring 
your favorite grown up if you are under 16.

“ARTISTS IN THE ARCHIVES: ABSENCE IN THE 
ARCHIVE” WEBINAR. Wednesday, Nov. 9, 7 

      
MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY TELEVISION:

P.O. Box 785, Middlebury, Vt. 05753MCTV SCHEDULE Channels 1071 & 1091
Please see the MCTV website, www.middleburycommunitytv.org, for changes 
in the schedule; MCTV events, classes and news; and to view many programs 

online. Submit listings to the above address, or call 388-3062.

MCTV Channel 1071
Friday, November 4
 12 a.m. Green Mountain Care (GMC)  
  Board
 6 a.m. Gov. Scott Press Conference
 7:30 a.m. Congregational Church Service
 10 a.m. Selectboard,
1 1:30 a.m. Proposal 5 Discussions ( 
  Personal Reproductive Liberty)
 1:15 p.m. Proposal 2 Discussion (Slavery  
  and Indentured Servitude)
 4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Church
 5:30 p.m. Energy Week
 6:30 p.m Gov. Scott
 7:30 p.m. Proposal 5 Discussion 
 9:15 p.m. Proposal 2 Discussion 
 11:34 p.m. Candidates & Public Affairs-  
  Through the Night
Saturday, November 5
 4 a.m. Gov. Scott
 4:38 a.m. Meet the Candidates:
  Brenda Siegel 
 5 a.m. Cannabis Control Board
 6:31 a.m. VT Secretary of State Forum
 7:34 a.m. VT State Treasurer Forum
 7:58 a.m. Meet The Candidates -
  Becca Balint
 8:23 a.m. Candidate Interview:
  Liam Madden
 9:02 a.m. Candidate Interview:

  Doug Hoffer
 10 a.m. Selectboard
 11:30 a.m. Propositions 2 & 5 Discussions
 4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Service
 5:30 p.m. Eckankar  #1 It’s a Miracle
 6 p.m. Energy Week
 7 p.m. Catholic Mass
 7:30 p.m. Proposal 2 Discussion 
 9:49 p.m Proposal 5 Discussion
 11:35 p.m. Candidates & Public Affairs-
   Through the Night 
Sunday, November 6
 9 a.m. Catholic Mass
 10 a.m. Energy Week
 11 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
 4 p.m. Congregational Service
 6:30 p.m. Eckankar
 7 p.m. Catholic Mass
 10 a.m. Selectboard
 11:30 a.m  Proposal 5 Discussion
 1:11 p.m  Proposal 2 Discussion
 3:30 p.m. Politics with Matt Dickinson
 4 p.m. The Juxtaposition
 7 p.m. Candidates & Public Affairs -  
  Through the Night 
Monday, November 7
 9 a.m. Energy Week
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Candidates &  
  Public Affairs
 7 p.m.  Special Town Meeting,   

  Selectboard
Tuesday, November *
 Candidates & Issues - Through the Night
 5 a.m. Energy Week
 9 a.m. Politics with Matt Dickinson
 9:30 a.m. Eckankar
 10 a.m. Selectboard, GMC Board
 4 p.m. Congregational Service
 5:30 p.m. Energy Week
 7 p.m. Select Board, Public Affairs 
Wednesday, November 9
 6:30 a.m. Energy Week
 7:30 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
 9:30 a.m. Catholic Mass
 10 a.m. Select Board, Public Affairs
 4 p.m. The News Project
 5 p.m. Energy Week
 7 p.m. Select Board, Public Affairs
Thursday, November 10
 5 a.m. Select Board, Public Affairs
 8 a.m. Congregational Service
 12 p.m. Select Board, Public Affairs
 8 p.m. Energy Week
 9 p.m. Eckankar

MCTV Channel 1091 
Friday, November 4
 6:30 a.m. Current Topics in Science
 10 a.m. School Board Meetings
 5:30 p.m. Most Recent Local School  

  Board Meeting
 9:30 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 10:30 p.m. Growing Bright Futures
 11 p.m. Current Topics in Science
Saturday, November 5
 12 a.m. State Board of Education
 5 a.m. Medical Matters
 7 a.m. Growing Bright Futures
 7:30 a.m. Kid’s Yoga,Yoga
 8 a.m. School Board Meetings
 1 p.m. All Brains Belong VT
 5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ 
 6 p.m. Current Topics in Science
 8:30 p.m. Dr. John Campbell
Sunday, November 6
 5 a.m. All Things LGTQ
 6 a.m. All Brains Belong VT
 7:20 a.m. Kid’s Yoga
 9:30 a.m. Current Topics in Science
 12 p.m. Most Recent Local School  
  Board Meeting
 4:30 p.m. Growing Bright Futures 
 5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ 
 6 p.m. GMALL Lecture - The English  
  Country House
 7:11 p.m. All Brains Belong VT
 9:30 p.m. Growing Bright Futures
Monday, November 7
 5 a.m. Pot Luck Kitchen
 6 a.m. Yoga

 7 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 8 a.m. School Board Meetings
 5:30 p.m. All Brains Belong VT
 7 p.m. Dr. John Campbell
Tuesday, November 8
 5 a.m. GMALL Lecture
 6:30 a.m. School Board Meetings 
 12 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 1 p.m. Festival On the Green
 8 p.m. Current Topics in Science 
 9:30 p.m. Medical Matters
Wednesday, November 9
 6 a.m. GMALL Lecture
 7:30 a.m. Kid’s Yoga
 9 a.m. Festival On the Green
 12 p.m. School Board Meetings
 5 p.m. Medical Matters
 7 p.m. Current Topics in Science
 9:30 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 10:30 p.m. All Brains Belong VT
Thursday, November 10
 12 a.m. All Brains Belong VT
 5 a.m. Pot Luck Kitchen
 7 a.m. Kid’s Yoga
 8 a.m. School Board Meetings
 1 p.m. All Brains Belong VT
 5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ 
 6 p.m. Festival On the Green
 9 p.m. Book Talks

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

N O V.  3 - 1 5

2 0 2 2
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p.m. Collage artists will discuss their work in an 
engaging webinar available online. See the Henry 
Sheldon Museum’s website for more information at 
henrysheldonmuseum.org.

THURSDAY. NOV. 10
“A KILLING COUPLE: THE COUPLE THAT KILLS 

TOGETHER (IN BOOKS) STAYS TOGETHER… OR DO 

THEY?” in Vergennes. Thursday, Nov. 10, 6-7 p.m., 
Bixby Memorial Library, 258 Main St. Award-winning 
author S. Lee Manning and debut author J. B. Manning 
discuss not just their very different thrillers, their 
writing processes and why they write what they write, 
but how the writing affects their marriage, and their 
marriage affects their writing.

MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY CLASSIC FILMS CLUB 

“IRONWEED” DISCUSSION IN MIDDLEBURY. 

Thursday, Nov. 10, 6:30 p.m., Ilsley Public Library. 
Watch “Ironweed” on Kanopy then join Chris Kirby for a 
discussion of the film in the library lobby or via Zoom. 
Contact chris.kirby@ilsleypubliclibrary.org for more 
information.

“CREATIVE INFESTATION: HOW INSECTS HAVE 

CRAWLED, FLOWN, AND BURROWED THEIR WAY 

INTO MY (HE)ART” WEBINAR. Thursday, Nov. 10, 7 
p.m. Artist Judith Klausner has a love for small, intricate 
and overlooked things. Her experience of invisible 
disability and chronic pain play an integral role in how 
she views the world and creates art. She will discuss 
her work in a webinar presented by the Henry Sheldon 
Museum. More info henrysheldonmuseum.org.

“KURT VONNEGUT: UNSTUCK IN TIME” ON SCREEN 

IN MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, Nov. 10, 7 p.m., Town Hall 
Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. An MNFF Selects Series 
monthly movie screening., Advance Tickets, $14, 
townhalltheater.org, or THT Box Office, 802-382-9222, 
or Monday-Friday, noon-5 p.m. Walk Up Tickets night 
of show, $16.

FRIDAY, NOV. 11
MAMAJAMAS IN BRANDON. Friday, Nov. 11, 7 p.m., 
Brandon Town Hall, 1 Conant Sq. This co-ed a 
capella group from Middlebury College makes its 
initial appearance in the Brandon Town Hall. The 
Group was formed in 1994 and craft exciting original 
arrangements, stretching their harmonic vocabulary 
and producing killer soloists. Tickets $8 adult/$6 
seniors and students.

CASTALIAN QUARTET IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, Nov. 
11, 7:30 p.m., Robison Hall, Mahaney Arts Center, 72 
Porter Field Rd. This internationally acclaimed quartet 
treats us to a free concert of exceptional works: 
Janáĉek’s Quartet No. 1, “Kreutzer Sonata”; Sibelius’ 
Quartet in D Minor, “Voces intimae”; and Beethoven’s 
Op. 130 Quartet, with the epic “Grosse Fuge” finale. 
Free.

SATURDAY, NOV. 12
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN HANCOCK. 

Saturday, Nov. 12, Middlebury Gap, Route 125. Hike the 

Long Trail south from Middlebury Gap. Moderate, 1.5 
miles each way. Good views. Contact Morris Earle at 
morrisearle@gmail.com with questions or to register. 
More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

WILDLIFE WALK IN MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, Nov. 12, 
8-10 a.m., Otter View Park, corner of Weybridge St. 
and Pulp Mill Bridge Rd. Otter Creek Audubon and 
the Middlebury Area Land Trust invite community 
members to help us survey birds and other wildlife at 
Otter View Park and the Hurd Grassland. Birders of all 
ages and abilities welcome. For more information call 
802-388-6019.

“A DAY LONGER IN THE FIELD” LIVING HISTORY 

EVENT IN TICONDERGRA, N.Y. Saturday, Nov. 12, 
10 a.m.-4 p.m., Fort Ticonderoga. Meet American 
Provincial soldiers who were eager to go home at the 
end of the 1759 Campaign. Witness how the soldiers 
in 1759 dealt with the harsh realities of winter on the 
northern frontier. Help us make history and try out 
timber framing.

MUSIC SATURDAY IN MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, Nov. 
12, 1 p.m., Ilsley Public Library, 75 Main St. Come hear 
Calypso Connections, featuring Jennifer Cohen on 
lead pan and Gary Meitrott on conga.

FOLEY BROTHERS BREWING 10-YEAR ANNIVERSARY 

CELEBRATION AND CHILI FEST IN BRANDON. 

Saturday, Nov. 12, 11:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m., Gazebo Park, 
downtown. Chili fest with local restaurants, music, 
games, and more. Featuring 10-Year Anniversary Ale 
Release (wine barrel aged golden sour ale). Proceeds 
will be donated to the local American Legion Veterans 
fund.

COOK THE BOOK CLUB IN VERGENNES. Saturday, 
Nov. 12, noon-2 p.m., Bixby Memorial Library, 258 

Main St. Sign up to cook an item from “The Immigrant 
Cookbook: Recipes that Make America Great” and 
bring it to share and discuss at a potluck lunch. No 
recipes left? Join us to enjoy the food and find out 
about the next cook the book. Copies of the cookbook 
available to check out.

KING PEDE CARD PARTY IN FERRISBURGH. 

Saturday, Nov. 12, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall and 
Community Center, Route 7. A sandwich supper and 
then on to an evening of fun and card games. King 
Pede is an unusual game that involves “trick-taking” 
techniques such as in Hearts and Spades or Pitch. 
This is a game of fun and skill so come prepared to 
use your strategic thinking.

MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE ORCHESTRA IN 

MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, Nov. 12, 7:30 p.m., Robison 
Hall, Mahaney Arts Center, 72 Porter Field Rd. Free and 
open to the public.

TUESDAY, NOV. 15
TOME TALK IN MIDDLEBURY. Tuesday, Nov. 15, 6 p.m., 
Ilsley Public Library, 75 Main St. Join Renee and other 
group members for thought-provoking discussion of 
this “House of Broken Angels,” by Luis Alberto Urrea.

MIDDLEBURY AFROPOP BAND CONCERT IN 

MIDDLEBURY. Tuesday, Nov. 15, 7 p.m., Wilson 
Hall, McCullough Student Center, Old Chapel Rd. 
Middlebury African Music and Dance Ensemble 
performs repertoire that showcases the stylistic 
and instrumental diversity of traditional East African 
musical cultures. In the second half of the concert, 

the Middlebury Afropop Band performs original 
compositions and arrangements of classic and 
contemporary popular songs from all over Africa. 
Open to the public.

picktop
COME OUT FOR A 

NIGHT OF DANCING 
AND FUNDRAISING 
THIS SATURDAY AT 

TOWN HALL THEATER 
IN MIDDLEBURY. 

PORTERPALOOZA 
WILL FEATURE A LIVE 

JUKEBOX WITH  
THE GRIFT!



PAGE 8 — Addison Independent | ARTS+LEISURE | Thursday, November 3, 2022

Angel is a petite 2-year-old with a 
deceivingly grumpy face. She is an 
absolute sweetheart and loves to climb 
in your lap for some lovin’. Angel isn’t 
interested in toys and is a very relaxed 
little lady. She gets along with cats but is 
afraid of dogs.

Frick and Frack are a bonded pair 
of 8-month-old siblings. Frick is male 
and Frack is female. They are both 
very playful and sweet and need to 
go to a home together. They love to 
bird watch through the window and 
play with wand toys. They get along 
with cats but are afraid of dogs.

Frida and Liam are a bonded pair 
and need to be adopted together. 
Liam is about 5 years old and Frida 
is only 6 months old. They were 
abandoned and left behind so 
we aren’t sure about their history 
other than they really depend on 
each other!  hey are spayed and 
neutered and will go home with a 
certificate to see a vet of choice for 
a post-adoption exam.

Wagon is almost 3 years old and is 
a spayed female who likes veggies 
and fruit and absolutely LOVES her 
hay and vegetables! She could use a 
bit more socialization as she can be 
nervous around sudden movements. 
She is warming up to staff and 
volunteers. Wagon’s perfect home 
would be a nice cage/pen to live in 
and have possible access to being 
outdoors in a protected area during 
warmer weather.

Amber is a sweet and loving 47-pound 
5-year-old who likes to snuggle up 
on your lap! She came in as a stray 
and it has taken her some time to get 
used to shelter life. She’s on the right 
path to becoming more trusting and 
relaxed. Amber needs a family that 
has dog-ownership experience. She’s 
working on her leash training and how 
to stay calm when passing other dogs. 
Amber loves playtime in our training 
room and hanging out in the backyard. She’s curious about cats, but should 
be the only pet in a home for now.  Amber should be in a home without young 

children.

Buddy is a 10-year-old terrier mix. He 
was adopted from our shelter many 
years ago and is now back, ready to 
find a new home. He can’t see too well 
through one eye and can get startled 
easily. In general, he’s a super sweet 
dog who loves being around people. 
Buddy resource guards and doesn’t 
seem to like other dogs. He is highly 
treat motivated and likes to do tricks. 
He definitely values his naptime!

PETS IN NEED
HOMEWARD BOUND
Addison County’s Humane Society

Call or check our website.
We may have a pet for you.

802-388-1100 | HomewardBoundAnimals.org
236 Boardman Street | Middlebury, VT

1438 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-3139
www.parisfarmersunion.com

At Paris, we have everything you 
need for your pets and animals!

• Dry or Wet Dog & Cat food
• Dog & Cat beds, toys, cleaning supplies 

& accessories
• Fish, bird, small animal & reptile 

supplies and live feeder insects 
• Wild bird & Squirrel supplies 
• Backyard animal feed & supplies
• And friendly, knowledgeable staff 
   to help guide you!

1438 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-3139

• Wild bird & Squirrel supplies 
•
• And friendly, knowledgeable staff 
   to help guide you!

•

1438 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-3139

And friendly, knowledgeable staff 

Ask about 
our Frequent 

Buyer 
Program!

Interested in adopting an 
adorable kitten (or two) before 
winter comes? Homeward 
Bound Addison County’s 
Humane Society has several 
kitties who are looking 
for their new homes. Visit 
HomewardBoundAnimals.org 
for more info on adopting.

KITTENS!

Send us your pet!
news@addisonindependent.com

Pet of the 
WEEK
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By MARIN HOWELL 
MIDDLEBURY — When Phoebe 

Lewis and Leo Parini crossed paths at the 
Middlebury New Filmmakers Festival in 
2015, neither of them knew they would be 
married in the same New England town 
seven summers later. 

Lewis was working the MNFF as an 
associate producer and Parini was a junior 
at the University of Vermont, volunteering 
at the festival while back in his hometown 
of Weybridge for the summer. The pair 
began dating the following summer and 
traveled around the country together for 
Lewis’s work producing film festivals. 

Eventually, they returned to Vermont 
and settled in Burlington, where Parini 
proposed in October of 2020. 

“I took her out on my family boat and 
pretended that it broke down,” Parini 
recalled. “I came up from the cabin with 
flowers and a ring. I was going to recite 
a poem, but I bombed the whole thing, I 
was just reciting gibberish.” 

While the couple originally planned to 
get married the following fall, they found 
2021 to be a popular year for getting 
married, as many people had postponed 
their weddings during the pandemic. They 
decided to plan their wedding for the 
summer of this year instead. 

Lewis said the long engagement gave 
the couple a lot of time to plan their 
special day. 

“The planning wasn’t actually that 

The Lewis & Parini wedding: a match made in Middlebury

(See Lewis and Parini, Page 3)

Phoebe Lewis and Leo Parini walk down the aisle after saying “I do” this past July 16 at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church in 
Middlebury. After the ceremony, Lewis and Parini took a red Camaro to the reception in Weybridge; the guests traveled to the party 
in a chartered bus.

Photo courtesy of Hannah Photography

Your Special Day At The Fair!

Looking for a natural setting for your wedding?
Well, look no further. Addison County Fair & Field Days is the perfect place for you!

An affordable, memorable setting with widely customizable options. 
www.addisoncountyfielddays.com/weddings/

If interested please call Cara at 802-545-2557 or email fielddays@gmavt.net!

photo by Andrea Warren
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The historic Vergennes Opera 
House has 125 years of

experience hosting events both 
large and small, 

private and public. 
Consider the Vergennes Opera House

for your next great production. 

For more information visitFor more information visit
VergennesOperaHouse.org
2nd floor of  City Hall,
120 Main Street, Vergennes
802.877.6737
info@VergennesOperaHouse.org

stressful because we had a lot of time 
to work with different vendors and we 
weren’t super rushed,” she said. 

And that day, July 16, 2022, was 
certainly special. The couple picked out 
venues with significance to them both, 
holding the ceremony at St. Stephen’s 
Episcopal Church in Middlebury where 
Parini’s family attends, and having the 
reception at a Weybridge house that the 
Lewis family owns. 

“It’s a home that’s been in my family 
for over 10 years and it’s just a special 
place to me and Leo, so we knew that’s 
where we wanted the (reception) to be,” 
Lewis said of the venue. 

The couple chose Tourterelle, a French 
restaurant located in New Haven, to cater 
their reception. Lewis said the restaurant 
ended up assisting with the event in more 
ways than one — including helping 
arrange the tent rental from Brandon’s 
Celebration Rentals and assist with day-
of event coordinating. 

“We were just in touch with them 
throughout the whole process,” she said. 
“Michaela (of Touterelle) did our day-of 
coordination, and she was great.” 

Other aspects of the wedding 
were sourced from local vendors as 
well. Flowers were purchased from 
Ferrisburgh’s Flower Power VT Farm; 
members of the bridal party had their 
hair styled by Solos Salon in Middlebury 
and Lincoln-based Hannah Photography 

company was chosen to photograph the 
wedding. 

Lewis and Parini said they were pleased 
with how Jacob and Megan of Hannah 
Photography captured their wedding. 

“We chose them because they had this 
specific style we really loved, it’s not even 
just that their photos are beautiful, but they 
have this way of capturing the personality 
of people,” Lewis said. “We had a lot of 
kids in our wedding, and they did a great 
job capturing how funny they are.” 

The couple also tapped Middlebury 
hospitality options. Parini got ready for 
the wedding at the Swift House Inn in 
Middlebury and many of the wedding 
guests stayed at the Middlebury Inn or in 
rooms at the Stone Mill. 

Parini and Lewis were pleased with 
how the different parts of their wedding 
blended and said the day itself was a 
whirlwind. 

“The whole thing was sort of a blur,” 
Parini reflected. 

It was a packed day for the couple and 
their guests. Following the ceremony in 
Middlebury, the newlyweds drove to the 
reception venue in a bright red Camaro 
and guests followed closely behind in 
buses provided by Middlebury bus charter 
company Bet-Cha Transit.   

At their reception, the couple had music 
provided by Hinesburg’s Shane Murley 
Music, cake made by Lewis’s father and 
what proved to be a big crowd pleaser: 
air-conditioned portable toilets provided 

by Shrewsbury-based company Preferred 
Toilets.

“The toilets were probably the biggest 
hit of the entire event, everyone was 
talking about them,” Lewis said with a 
laugh. 

Another memorable part of their day 
was having all of their family together, 
many of whom live in other parts of world. 

“It is kind of incredible to have people 
from all these different facets of your 
life all together at one event, people you 
wouldn’t imagine all being together,” 
Parini said.  

Now three months out from their 

special day, Parini and Lewis are living 
in Burlington and are both graduate 
students studying clinical psychology 
at Antioch University New England in 
New Hampshire. Looking back on their 
wedding, the couple said their best advice 
for prospective bride and grooms is to 
give themselves time to plan. 

“Give yourself time and have a long 
engagement,” Parini said. 

Lewis agreed and added that a day-of 
coordinator made all the difference at 
their wedding. 

“It’s super helpful so you don’t have to 
worry on that day,” she said. 

Lewis and Parini
(Continued from Page 2)

Newlyweds Phoebe Lewis and Leo Parini dance at the wedding reception following 
their nuptials this past July. The couple celebrated their marriage at a house the Lewis 
family owns in Weybridge with music provided by Hinesburg’s Shane Murley Music. 

Photo courtesy of Hannah Photography
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OUR SPACE IS YOURS!
Throw your bridal, teen/tween,  
girls-night-out parties or special 

events at our beautiful salon.  
BYOB, BYOF and have fun! 

Luxury Pedicures,  Manicures,
Nail Extensions, Massage,  

Facials, and Waxing

Appointments Required. 
802- 482-7334

elementnailsalonvt@gmail.com
Open Tues – Sun

90 Mechanicsville Road, Hinesburg
ElementNailSalonVT.com

Wedding planning requires couples to 
make many decisions, including where 
the wedding will take place.

A couple’s wedding day is typically 
broken into two parts: the ceremony 
comes first, and the reception follows 
soon after. Depending on couples’ 
preferences and religious beliefs, 
ceremonies may take place at a house 
of worship or another location that is 
separate from the reception venue. In 

some instances, couples may choose 
one location for both the ceremony and 
the party to follow. Wedding venues are 
where the bulk of the day will unfold, 
and couples can consider these four tips 
to find a venue that suits their needs.

1. Consider your theme and wedding 
style. Most couples know which 
sentiments they want to convey during 
their weddings. The venue should match 

Marlaina Rowell and Seth Vaczy found the best place to have their Aug. 13 wedding 
was at a field next to his father’s home in Leicester. They made it ready for the reception 
by renting a very big tent, tables, chairs and place settings. Family helped decorate.

Tips for finding the right venue

(See Wedding venue, Page 7)
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1663 Route 7 South

Middlebury, VT 05753

Mon – Fri: 9am – 5:30pm

Saturday: 10am – 2pm

Closed Sundays & all major holidays

We are happy to deliver throughout 

Middlebury and its surrounding areas.  

Come by and see us, or contact us  

at  (802) 388-2800 or designs@mfandg.com

Let’s Customize Your 
Wedding Flowers Together!

Our centerpieces, corsages,  Our centerpieces, corsages,  

bouquets, and other bouquets, and other 

celebratory flowers celebratory flowers 

are made toare made to

order and order and 

customizedcustomized

specially specially 

for you. for you. 

All Love, One LoveAll Love, One Love
CELEBRATE WITH MIDDLEBURY INN

We are so thankful to be considered for one of your most important 
days. Let us pamper you with in-house spa services, attention to detail, 

Vermont local farm to table foods and extraordinary service. 

The Inn boasts unique yet functional space with vintage décor, in 
a historic atmosphere. Our full-service hotel with event, meeting, 

catering and banquet services offers the finest location in Vermont. 
Let’s plan the event unique to you! 

OPPOSITE & SAME SEX WEDDING
CEREMONIES, ELOPEMENT,

MICRO WEDDING, THEMED EVENTS
14 COURT SQUARE, MIDDLEBURY VERMONT

802-388-4961 EXT. 280 • WWW.MIDDLEBURYINN.COM

Many people play a role in a wedding. 
The bride and groom, bridesmaids, 
groomsmen, ring bearers, and flower girls 
are front and center on the day a couple 
ties the knot.

Another central, and very important, 
figure on a couple’s wedding day is the 
officiant. Officiants perform the wedding 
ceremony and are the first to introduce the 
newlyweds to their guests as an officially 
married couple. 

Various types of officiants can officiate 
a wedding, and understanding each type 
can help couples find the right one for 
them.

Religious officiant
Couples who want traditional religious 

ceremonies often choose a religious 
officiant, such as a parish priest or rabbi, 
with whom they’re familiar. For example, 
couples who grew up attending a 
particular church might choose the priest 
who’s been preaching to them since they 
were children, while others might choose 
the priest at their current place of worship. 

Religious officiants may be governed 
by certain rules that restrict them to 
performing ceremonies in a house of 
worship, which might rule them out for 
couples who want outdoor or destination 
weddings. Couples should inquire about 
such restrictions as early as possible in the 
planning process so they aren’t caught off 
guard.

Civil officiant
Civil officiants are officers of the court, 

such as a judge or justice of the peace. 
Here in Vermont each town elects its own 
justices of the peace. 

Many couples who are planning 
destination weddings abroad still choose 
to have a civil officiant perform a wedding 
ceremony at home. This is because 
some overseas officiants may not be 
authorized to marry couples in their home 
countries, meaning their marriages won’t 
be recognized once they return home. 
Civil officiants make sure marriages are 
legal, and they also make great options 
for couples who just want to get hitched 
without a grand ceremony.

Professional officiant
Professional officiants are not affiliated 

with a particular religious organization. 
That makes them great choices for 
couples who aren’t religious as well as 
those who come from different religious 
backgrounds and won’t be converting 
to the same faith. Professional officiants 
typically meet with a couple once or 
twice to get to know them before writing 
the speech they will give during the 
ceremony. Many will share the speech 
with the couple in advance of the big day, 
and some even allow couples to write the 
speech.

Loved ones
Many couples ask a friend or family 

Seth Vaczy and Marlaina Rowell chose the groom’s sister, Dea Vaczy, to officiate their 
wedding ceremony this past Aug. 13. Here the officiant stands under the wedding arbor 
that Seth created for the ceremony at Seth and Dea’s father’s home in Salisbury.

Pick a wedding officiant
that matches your style

member to officiate their weddings, 
which can add a fun and very personal 
component to the ceremony. Couples who 
want to take this route should research 
local laws to determine the steps loved 
ones must take to become ordained 
ministers who will be recognized by the 

state or country where the ceremony will 
take place.

Officiants play a significant role during 
a wedding, and couples can choose 
one who best fits their personalities and 
ceremony preferences. 

— Metro Creative
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WEDDINGS at CEDAR KNOLL

13460 Rt. 116
Hinesburg, VT 05461

management@cedarknollgolf.com
Tel: 802-482-3186

www.cedarknollgolf.com

Our clubhouse and surrounding property 
are perfect for your ceremony, celebration, 
and special photos.

• Outdoor ceremony site overlooks the 
golf course.

• Beautiful post and beam dining room 
available from April through October

• Dining room capacity of 100 people
• Inhouse or private catering options 

offered.
• Rental fee includes round tables, 

chairs, table linens, fl atware, 
water goblets, bar service with one 
bartender, setup and tear down.

• Wedding parties can decorate the 
space as they wish, creating a unique 
theme for their special day.

• Sound system and golf carts available 
for rent. Weddings, Events  

& Everyday Occasions

ColesMiddleburyFlowers.com

802.388.4003
21 MacIntyre Lane • Middlebury, VT

(Next to Middlebury Discount Beverage)

4th Generation Florist

A day to remember
Marlaina Rowell and Seth Vaczy made their wedding 

vows in a gloriously beautiful field in Salisbury on 
Aug. 13, then celebrated under a massive tent with a 
roast pig dinner, excellent dance music and a couple 
hundred close friends and family. The day included some 
traditional pieces, like a first dance and cake cutting, but 
the atmosphere was relaxed with the couple’s French 
bulldog Coconut even getting into the action. Long after 
nightfall, some of the guests camped in a nearby field.

Photos by Sarah Pope and John S. McCright
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To reseve your wedding block, contact the Sales Department
at (802) 388.7600 or toll free at (800) 388.7775

Wedding blocks are based upon availability.
Please contact the Sales Department for more information.

To reseve your wedding block, contact the Sales Department
at (802) 388.7600 or toll free at (800) 388.7775

Wedding blocks are based upon availability.
Please contact the Sales Department for more information.

To reseve your wedding block, contact the Sales Department
at (802) 388.7600 or toll free at (800) 388.7775

Wedding blocks are based upon availability.
Please contact the Sales Department for more information.

We specialize in all materials, 
from invitations to party favors.

Your wedding is our business!

18 Creek Road   |   Middlebury, VT
(802) 388-2337   |   info@littlepressroom.com

www.littlepressroom.com

• printed: (traditional, formal, custom)

 — save the dates
 — invitations 
 — rsvps
 — place cards
 — signage
 — thank you notes

• custom memorabilia:
 — glassware
 — napkins
 — drink koozies
 — centerpieces
 — bubbles
 — party favors

the theme so the entire wedding will 
feel connected to the space. A modern 
wedding, for example, will be at home in 
an art gallery or warehouse. A wedding 
with natural elements may 
work better on a ranch 
or in a botanical garden. 
Zeroing in on the wedding 
style helps narrow down 
potential venue options.

2. Assess the budget. 
A couple may find what 
seems to be the perfect 
venue, only to realize 
that the cost of the space 
doesn’t fit their budget. 
Ampersand Travel says 
the venue accounts for the 
most significant wedding 
expense, at an average cost 
of $9,000. Finding a venue 
that will maximize dollars 
spent involves looking at 
what is included. Rentals 
for chairs, linens, lighting, 
a dance floor, and other extras can 
quickly add up. Couples should have a 
set limit they’re willing to spend on the 
venue and let that dictate the location.

3. Availability of the location. 
When a couple wants to get married 
may determine their venue options, 
especially if they’re planning on a 
budget. September and October are now 
the most popular months to get married, 

so venues will book up quickly during 
that time of year. Those who have their 
hearts set on specific days will have to 
begin the search earlier than couples 
with no attachment to a particular date. 

Concessions may need to 
be made if a certain date is 
a must.

4. Estimate the size of 
your guest list. Price, 
date and style will factor 
into wedding venues, but 
the number of guests also 
is a major consideration. 
A trendy restaurant may 
seem like the perfect 
locale, but it must be able 
to accommodate everyone 
on the guest list. Couples 
should sit down with their 
families and come up with 
a list of potential guests and 
look for a venue that can 
accommodate everyone.

Couples also should 
visit potential venues in 

person to see which, if any, details might 
be missing from online or magazine 
advertisements. A host of factors, 
including accessibility, should be 
considered when looking for a venue.

Finding the right venue requires 
careful consideration of various factors 
that are unique to each couple.  

— Metro Creative

Wedding venue
(Continued from Page 4)

When a couple 
wants to 

get married may 
determine their 
venue options, 
especially if they’re 
planning on a 
budget. September 
and October are now 
the most popular 
months to get 
married, so venues 
will book up quickly 
during that time of 
year.
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TourterelleVermont.com | 802.453.6309 | 3629 Ethan Allen Highway, New Haven

We are booking for 2024
Still a few available dates in 2023
Think of us for your rehearsal dinner,
welcome party, or post wedding brunch.Specializing in Weddings in Every SeasonSpecializing in Weddings in Every Season

Stunning Views
Local Food
Vermont Charm
Rustic Elegance
Endless Memories
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ACROSS
 1. The central bank of 
the US
 4. Direct one’s 
ambitions 
10. Only
11. “Nothing ventured, 
nothing __”
12. Lead
14. Returned material 
authorization (abbr.)
15. Indicates the pitch 
of notes
16. Set up to blame
18. States of rest
22. Complete
23. Be around longer 
than
24. Instructs
26. Childless (abbr.)
27. Coff ee machines 

do it
28. Bowfi n
30. A group separate 
from established 
Church
31. Soviet Socialist 
Republic
34. Mends with a 
needle
36. When you hope to 
get there
37. Popular 80’s pop 
duo
39. Beloved Mexican 
dish
40. Extremely small 
amount
41. Special therapy
42. Cause to move 
slowly
48. A person’s natural 

height
50. Elicited
51. Legislator
52. Baking ingredient
53. Sandwich store
54. Peyton’s little 
brother
55. Southeast
56. Popular Mexican 
beer
58. Baglike structure in 
a plant or animal
59. Car body 
manufacturer
60. Midway between 
south and southeast

DOWN
 1. Colorless volatile 
acid
 2. A way to tangle

Sudoku
Each Sudoku puzzle 
consists of a 9x9 
grid that has been 
subdivided into nine 
smaller grids of 3x3 
squares. To solve 
the puzzle each row, 
column and box must 
contain each of the 
numbers 1 to 9. Puzzles 
come in three grades: 
easy, medium and 
diffi  cult. 

Level: Medium

This week’s puzzle solutions can be found on Page 21.

 3. Jam rock band 
devotee
 4. The nation’s highest 
lawyer (abbr.)
 5. Inviolable
 6. Collision
 7. Clumsy
 8. Bends again
 9. “Pollock” actor Harris
12. Flew off !
13. Soft creamy white 
cheese
17. Comedienne 
Gasteyer

19. Exclamation used 
for emphasis
20. Expel from one’s 
property
21. Philly transit body
25. Small amount of 
something
29. Retirement account
31. Holey type of 
cheese
32. Young pig
33. Climbing palm
35. Discomfort
38. Bullfi ghter

41. High-level 
computer language 
43. Fleshy extensions 
above the throat
44. Request
45. Equal to 10 meters 
(abbr.)
46. Bruce and Spike are 
two
47. Precipice
49. Wombs
56. A radio band
57. Emphasizes an 
amount

52 Main St
Middlebury, VT 05753
(802) 989-7225

Tuesday-Saturday
10:30 AM - 5:30 PM

info@sparrowartsupply.com
sparrowartsupply.com
@sparrowartsupply

We are looking to “deck the gallery” with all things 
gifts - art, jewelry, knitwear, prints and posters, and 
more. Entries will be reviewed in four categories - 

Artwork, Stationary and Paper Goods, Gift Items, and 
Ornaments - and artists are welcome to submit to 

as many categories as they like!

SUBMIT YOUR ART, 
CRAFTS, AND MORE TO 

OUR HOLIDAY MARKET!

Fill out our online application at sparrowartsupply.com

DEADLINE TO ENTER: NOVEMBER 8, 2022

CALL TO ARTISTS, 
MAKERS AND CRAFTERS

ENTER BY NOVEMBER 8

s p o n s o r e d  byPuzzlesPuzzles



PAGE 18 — Addison Independent | ARTS+LEISURE | Thursday, November 3, 2022

I
Mission accomplished: The new shrub border and twelve of the sturdy volunteers who worked to install this new landscaping. Front Row: Holly Greenleaf, Hillary Ballek, Gabe 
Bushey, Ralph Fitzgerald, Jake Ringer, Linzy Vos, Ashley Robinson and Michael Johnson. Back Row: Steve Ingram, Gary Sarachan, David Furney and Natalie Dedon Missing 
from the photo are John Padua and Kristina MacKulin. PHOTOS / KRISTINA MACKULIN

JUDITH
 IRVEN

BY

A NEW HOME & GARDEN COME TO LIFE
VOLUNTEERS IN ACTION

t was a special day last summer when 
a young family was able to move into 
their brand-new Vergennes home — the 
latest project undertaken by Habitat for 
Humanity of Addison County. 

And — as with all projects sponsored by 
Habitat for Humanity — 
this home came about 
through an amazing 
collaborative volunteer 
eff ort. 

This is the ninth home built by Habitat for 
Humanity of Addison County and it started out 
over a year ago, when a group of Middlebury 
College students, as part of their Architecture 
Studies course, created a detailed design 
for an attractive 1,200 square-foot home that 
would also meet Effi  ciency Vermont’s high-
performance standards. 

For instance, to help keep the heat inside in 
the winter, while also shielding the home from 
excess external heat during the summer, the 

design specifi ed carefully insulated walls and 
triple glazed windows.

The design also included an array of solar 
panels, tucked away on the fl at roof above the 
house, that would create enough renewable 
energy so that the average annual energy 
consumption requirements of the home should 
be zero (known as a Net-Zero structure).

Then, by using the program known as “net-
metering,” on sunny days the new homeowners 
would be able to sell their excess electricity 
from the solar panels back to the power 
company, while also being able to access 
electricity from the power grid at times when 
the sun is not shining.

The home was then built in the early months 
of this past summer. A team of dedicated 
community volunteers — together with the 
new owners themselves — participated in 
building the house — undertaking everything 
from framing the walls and installing the cedar 
siding, to performing the interior construction 

work.

You can read more about this part of the project 
in the Habitat for Humanity of Addison County’s 
summer newsletter (addisonhabitat.org/
newsletter).

New landscaping creates the fi nal touch

The house is situated on a compact half-acre 
lot in Vergennes with approximately 170 feet of 
road frontage, while a second house, currently 
under construction next door, is another Habitat 
for Humanity of Addison County project. 

So, to put the fi nishing touches on this new 
home, Habitat for Humanity of Addison County 
joined forces with the Vermont Nursery and 
Landscape Association (VNLA).

VNLA is a non-profit organization that 
brings together many diff erent horticultural 
professionals from across Vermont, including 
growers, garden centers and nurseries as well 
as landscape designers and contractors.

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE
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To start the ball rolling for this new volunteer 
project, VNLA member Holly Greenleaf, a 
landscape designer who lives in Huntington, 
developed an easy-going planting plan for the 
property, both to enhance the view of the house 
from the road, and to create some privacy for 
the young family as they enjoy the outdoors. 

“We are adding low-maintenance native woody 
vegetation to provide a mixed hedge for 
privacy and biodiversity and street trees and 
woody shrubs out front for visual interest, bank 
stabilization, soaking up driveway runoff, and 
protection/screening from wind, sun and car 
headlights/noise,” Greenleaf said. “Panton stone 
driveway curbing will be installed to delineate 
between the driveway and lawn, where young 
kids will be playing. This planting is intended to 
create a simple and beautiful landscape that is 
easy to maintain for a young family.”

Then, to bring Greenleaf’s design to life, eight 
local nurseries and garden centers — all 
members of VNLA — came forward to donate 
all the shrubs and trees needed — 40 in all — 
as well as four cubic yards of mulch, two cubic 
yards of compost and 30 feet of Panton Stone 
curbing.  

And finally, at 8 a.m. on Oct. 15 — which 
fortuitously turned out to be a glorious fall 
day — a group of 14 sturdy volunteers — 10 
from VNLA and four from Habitat for Humanity 
— gathered on-site to install the 40 trees and 
shrubs that would provide both beauty as well 
as privacy for the new homeowners in the years 
to come. 

Digging all those holes and then adding plenty 
of compost to help the plants flourish turned 
out to be quite difficult at this particular site. But 
this hardworking group persevered. By the end 
of the morning all those trees and shrubs were 
planted and mulched, and the 30 feet of Panton 
Stone curbing had been installed between the 
lawn and driveway. 

These pictures — taken during and after their 

morning’s labor — are testament to their 
wonderful team effort. 

Judith Irven is a Vermont Certified Horticulturist 
and teaches Sustainable Home Landscaping 
for the Vermont Master Gardener program. You 
can subscribe to her blog about her Vermont 
gardening life at northcountryreflections.com. 

The planting design created by Holly Greenleaf for this project guided both the choice of plants as well as their 
actual installation.

A Panton Stone wall was built to separate the driveway from the newly planted shrubs, as well as to prevent water 
from the driveway cascading into the new bed.  

Installing the new shrubs in front of the driveway.
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This magnifi cent Cape sits at the top of the ridge and boasts beautiful views of the 
Adirondacks to the west and Green Mountains to the east. The 20 acres that surround the 
house off er a diversity of uses. Inside you will love the wood accents, large windows, and glass 
doors. The kitchen faces the living room, which has a Rumford fi replace. The fi rst fl oor primary 
suite off ers two rooms for separate sleeping areas. There is also a primary suite on the second 

fl oor, which has its own sitting area. The second fl oor also has extra 
rooms. The one bedroom apartment has its own private entrance and 
laundry, but can be accessed from the main home as well. The main 
source of heat is geothermal and the entire home is powered by the 
solar array nestled at the back of the property. There is backup oil heat 
if necessary as well as central AC. Another perk is the spacious garage.

2847 VT ROUTE 22A, ADDISON

A LOOK INSIDE ADDISON COUNTY HOMES FOR SALE

Come home to this magnifi cent cape

$975,000

This week’s property is managed by Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices.  Visit www.ReVT4U.com or call 802-877-2134.
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WALLACE REALTY
48 Mountain Terrace

Bristol, VT 05443
PH 802-453-4670 • FAX 802-453-5898

Visit our websites at:
www.wallacere.com

www.greenbuiltvermont.com

Please call Kelly, Claire, or Tom

EQUAL 
HOUSING  
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 as amended 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons receiving 
public assistance, or an intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will not  knowingly 
accept any advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of discrimination, call 
HUD Toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.

nbmvt.com • 1-877-508-8455 
Bank NMLS #403372

Make the dream of home ownership a reality. 
We can help. Contact us today or apply online.
Sharon Brown | Community Lender | NMLS #491713

Email Christy to fi nd out how. Christy@addisonindependent.com

Add your piece! Add your piece! Be the next sponsor of the puzzle page.

s o l u t i o n s Nov. 3, 2022

Puzzle
Christy@addisonindependent.com

Be the next sponsor of the puzzle page.

Nov. 3, 2022

PuzzlePuzzle

estate
real

Fall is a great time to buy or sell a property! 
Let our real estate section do the work, 

so you can get cozy before the snow fl ies.

Give us a call and we’ll help you connect with 
Addison County homebuyers, sellers & professionals.

ads@addisonindependent.com

Find your home, realtor, lender and/or next 
buyer in our weekly real estate pages. 

Interested in advertising in this section? Give us 
a call and we’ll help you connect with Addison 

County homebuyers, sellers and professionals.

 802-388-4944
 ads@addisonindependent.com

go ahead

LET OUR REAL ESTATE SECTION DO THE WORK FOR YOU.

PUT YOUR FEET UP
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ipjrealestate.com
34 Main Street, downtown Middlebury

info@ipjrealestate.com  |  802.388.4242

SHOREHAM
51 MAIN STREET
MLS #4926993 | $299,000
5 BD | 1 BA | 2135 SF | 0.76 AC

In the heart of charming Shoreham 
Village. This c.1850 farmhouse has 
been freshly painted and is move-in 
ready. Abundant natural light, original 
farmhouse details left in tact. Larger 
town lot w/one car detached garage.

CORNWALL
1629 SOUTH BINGHAM STREET
MLS #4926289 | NOW $330,000
4 BD | 1 BA | 1597 SF | 5.6 AC

One level living with vaulted ceilings, 
woodstove with brick hearth, 
exposed beams & wood fl oors. Ledge 
gardens, fl ower gardens, a south 
facing lawn & two huge outbuildings 
with possibilities! 15 mins to Midd.

MONKTON  NEW LISTING!
116 MONKTON ROAD
MLS #4934791 | $425,000
4 BD | 2.5 BA | 2246 SF | 10.38 AC

Contemporary designed for 
convenience from the entry with 
custom built ins, washer and dryer at 
your fi ngertips, spacious pantry and 
the lovely updated passthrough 
kitchen. This hidden gem offers 
complete privacy while being 
an easy commute to Burlington, 
Vergennes and Bristol. Additional 
features include stone hearth with 
woodstove, warm wood fl oors and 
an earthen color palette, back 
deck overlooking private backyard, 
detached one-car garage offering 
plenty of outdoor storage, and 
great trails you’ll love to explore. A 
home with with so much to offer!

HUBBARDTON  NOW AVAILABLE
1924 ROUTE 30
MLS #4921690 | $189,000
4BD | 1.5BA | 2303 SF | 0.69 AC

Less than 1 hour to Killington, 30 
minutes to Middlebury and a short 
distance to Castleton University. 
Make an excellent home with a little 
sweat equity and a cosmetic refresh. 
Detached barn and a pre-inspection!
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EXHIBITS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

specific landscape of 
working Vermont. On view 
Sept. 27-Nov. 8. 

JACKSON GALLERY
68 S Pleasant Street, 
Middlebury
Visit townhalltheater.org/

jackson-gallery or call 802-382-9222 for more info.

“Feral Stitching: Four Artists Collaborating,” featuring a 
collection of fiber art explorations created by Sarah Ashe, 
Janet Fredericks, Kari Hansen and Lily Hinrichsen. On view 
through Nov. 30.

SHELDON MUSEUM
1 Park Street, Middlebury
For more info visit henrysheldonmuseum.org

“Artists in the Archives: Community, History & Collage.” 
Artists from Canada, Denmark, Ireland, Poland, Scotland, 
Ukraine, and several US states created collages to 
explore how the archival material expresses an aspect of a 
community. On view Sept. 2 through Jan. 7, 2023.

PHOTOPLACE GALLERY
3 Park Street, Middlebury
For more info visit photoplacegallery.com.

“Monochrome” celebrates the beauty and powerful 
expressive ability of monochrome photography. Jennifer 
Schlesinger juried and curated this exhibition. She selected 
35 images for exhibition in the Middlebury gallery, and 40 
more for display in PhotoPlace’s online gallery. On view Oct. 
27-Nov. 25. 

A D D I S O N I N D E P E N D E N T . C O M

Annual subscription for just $50.

SUBSCRIBE
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802-877-2134  •  www.ReVT4u.com
Your Forever Realtors, Building Relationships One Home at a Time!

We are a designated agency brokerage.

Real Estate is Still Moving!

70 DIAMOND ISLAND LANE
FERRISBURGH

This truly unique farmhouse, situated with Otter Creek 
on one side and Lake Champlain on the other, is the 
perfect place to make memories for many years to come.
MLS: 4927920 $725,000

1249 CADY ROAD, MIDDLEBURY
This charming farmhouse is sited on a corner lot with 2 
acres of land. The 3 bedroom home has been updated
with a beautiful new kitchen and dining area. 
MLS: 4912014 $365,000

707 MILL POND RD., BENSON
This country-style home features a master bedroom 
w/ bath, an updated kitchen, and 2 stall horse barn. 
Additional features include a new fuel tank, walk-in 
closets, and an attached 2 car garage.
MLS: 4913493 $496,500

310 QUAKER ST. FERRISBURGH,
This affordable housing unit in Ferrisburgh boasts 
shining oak flooring, new stone patio, a fire pit, 
and more. This convenient location is also ideal for 
commuting north or south. Enjoy a comfortable lifestyle 
in this cozy home.
MLS: 4922437 $345,000

WILL YOUR PROPERTY BE 
THE NEXT ONE TO SELL?

Your Property Here

Recently

Sold!
Recently

Sold!
Recently

Sold!

Recently

Sold!

525 PALMER RD., 
SHOREHAM  

MLS # 4929990
This charming cape, 
with many extras, 
is located on a qui-
et gravel road with 
5 acres of land to 
protect your privacy. 
It’s only a 10-minute 
drive to the Middle-
bury College Field 
house! The lot is a 
lovely combination 
of open land and 
woods. Extras in-
clude an updated 
kitchen with granite countertops, wood floors, beautiful fireplace, wood stove, 
whole house generator, and an oversized attached 2-car garage plus detached one-
car garage. This is a really lovely home!

$445,000

19 CHIPMAN 
HEIGHTS,
MIDDLEBURY   
              #4921955 
Charming home in 
one of best locations 
in the Town of 
Middlebury! It is both 
in a neighborhood, 
and is very private 
with a partially 
wooded .9 acre 
lot with access to 
walking trails on 
town-owned land. 
There are beautiful long-range views in winter when the leaves are off the trees. The 
house has been very nicely updated with replacement windows & exterior doors, 
new and/or refinished floors, new decks, nicely updated bathrooms, new appliances, 
insulated basement and other improvements that you need to see yourself. This 
4-bedroom, 3-bath home is spacious and cozy. Easy access to stores, schools, and to all 
that Middlebury has to offer!   $588,000
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70 Court Street, Middlebury, VT
802-989-7522

ChamplainValleyProperty.net
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Follow us on IG @thtmidd and FB @townhalltheatervt.

We would like to sincerely thank Sweet Cecily and Woodchuck Cider for their support this season!

Tickets: townhalltheater.org   •   802-382-9222   •   68 S Pleasant St, Middlebury, VT 05753

UPCOMING EVENTS AT THT
Great Art Wednesdays

Cezanne: Portraits of Life
Wednesday, Nov. 30th 11am

MNFF Selects Presents 

Kurt Vonnegut: Unstuck in Time
Thursday, Nov. 10th  8:30pm

Porter Auxiliary presents

PorterPalooza
Live Jukebox with the Grift

Saturday, Nov. 5th 7-10pm

Stealing From Work

Something Old, Something New, 
Nothing Borrowed, Often Blue

Friday, November 4th @ 7pm
Tickets $20  

A week-long community engagement project centered around all things outer space.
Need a good book about space?  Come along to Ilsley Library down to the lower level 

and the kids’ section for a creative space ‘craft’ and books on display! Be sure to 
check out The Vermont Bookshop’s space-themed assortment. 

Join us on Friday, November 11 @ 7pm for Atom & the Orbits concert as they take us 
across the universe with their innovative sound. 

The Marquis’s Saturday Kid’s Café will be featuring Disney’s Treasure Planet, and we 
will be wrapping up the week with local Space experts on Saturday at THT! Benchmark 

Space Systems, The Vermont Astronomical Society, Liana He and Eilat Glikman will 
come together on our stage from 2-4.

THT is Outta This World!
November 7-12

Sponsored 
by

Check out all of our Solstice Classes starting Nov. 5 through Dec. 21

The Stealing from Work crew is celebrating 10 years of fresh, all-natural sketch 
comedy in the Green Mountain State. Join us for our anniversary party with 
a rollicking production of brand new material and some of our favorites from 

the past. Written by Marianne DiMascio and Angie Albeck. Directed by Seth Jarvis, sound design by Jess “Julie” Wilson, and 
starring Cael Barkman, Chris Caswell, Marianne DiMascio, Amy Halpin Riley, Alex Hudson, Jory Raphael, and Geeda Searfoorce. 

Something Old, Something New, Nothing Borrowed, Often Blue  is sure to have some of your favorite Stealing from Work 
characters and introduce you to some new ones, too. 
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