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By MARIN HOWELL 
MIDDLEBURY — When Phoebe 

Lewis and Leo Parini crossed paths at the 
Middlebury New Filmmakers Festival in 
2015, neither of them knew they would be 
married in the same New England town 
seven summers later. 

Lewis was working the MNFF as an 
associate producer and Parini was a junior 
at the University of Vermont, volunteering 
at the festival while back in his hometown 
of Weybridge for the summer. The pair 
began dating the following summer and 
traveled around the country together for 
Lewis’s work producing film festivals. 

Eventually, they returned to Vermont 
and settled in Burlington, where Parini 
proposed in October of 2020. 

“I took her out on my family boat and 
pretended that it broke down,” Parini 
recalled. “I came up from the cabin with 
flowers and a ring. I was going to recite 
a poem, but I bombed the whole thing, I 
was just reciting gibberish.” 

While the couple originally planned to 
get married the following fall, they found 
2021 to be a popular year for getting 
married, as many people had postponed 
their weddings during the pandemic. They 
decided to plan their wedding for the 
summer of this year instead. 

Lewis said the long engagement gave 
the couple a lot of time to plan their 
special day. 

“The planning wasn’t actually that 

The Lewis & Parini wedding: a match made in Middlebury

(See Lewis and Parini, Page 3)

Phoebe Lewis and Leo Parini walk down the aisle after saying “I do” this past July 16 at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church in 
Middlebury. After the ceremony, Lewis and Parini took a red Camaro to the reception in Weybridge; the guests traveled to the party 
in a chartered bus.

Photo courtesy of Hannah Photography

Your Special Day At The Fair!

Looking for a natural setting for your wedding?
Well, look no further. Addison County Fair & Field Days is the perfect place for you!

An affordable, memorable setting with widely customizable options. 
www.addisoncountyfielddays.com/weddings/

If interested please call Cara at 802-545-2557 or email fielddays@gmavt.net!

photo by Andrea Warren
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The historic Vergennes Opera 
House has 125 years of

experience hosting events both 
large and small, 

private and public. 
Consider the Vergennes Opera House

for your next great production. 

For more information visitFor more information visit
VergennesOperaHouse.org
2nd floor of  City Hall,
120 Main Street, Vergennes
802.877.6737
info@VergennesOperaHouse.org

stressful because we had a lot of time 
to work with different vendors and we 
weren’t super rushed,” she said. 

And that day, July 16, 2022, was 
certainly special. The couple picked out 
venues with significance to them both, 
holding the ceremony at St. Stephen’s 
Episcopal Church in Middlebury where 
Parini’s family attends, and having the 
reception at a Weybridge house that the 
Lewis family owns. 

“It’s a home that’s been in my family 
for over 10 years and it’s just a special 
place to me and Leo, so we knew that’s 
where we wanted the (reception) to be,” 
Lewis said of the venue. 

The couple chose Tourterelle, a French 
restaurant located in New Haven, to cater 
their reception. Lewis said the restaurant 
ended up assisting with the event in more 
ways than one — including helping 
arrange the tent rental from Brandon’s 
Celebration Rentals and assist with day-
of event coordinating. 

“We were just in touch with them 
throughout the whole process,” she said. 
“Michaela (of Touterelle) did our day-of 
coordination, and she was great.” 

Other aspects of the wedding 
were sourced from local vendors as 
well. Flowers were purchased from 
Ferrisburgh’s Flower Power VT Farm; 
members of the bridal party had their 
hair styled by Solos Salon in Middlebury 
and Lincoln-based Hannah Photography 

company was chosen to photograph the 
wedding. 

Lewis and Parini said they were pleased 
with how Jacob and Megan of Hannah 
Photography captured their wedding. 

“We chose them because they had this 
specific style we really loved, it’s not even 
just that their photos are beautiful, but they 
have this way of capturing the personality 
of people,” Lewis said. “We had a lot of 
kids in our wedding, and they did a great 
job capturing how funny they are.” 

The couple also tapped Middlebury 
hospitality options. Parini got ready for 
the wedding at the Swift House Inn in 
Middlebury and many of the wedding 
guests stayed at the Middlebury Inn or in 
rooms at the Stone Mill. 

Parini and Lewis were pleased with 
how the different parts of their wedding 
blended and said the day itself was a 
whirlwind. 

“The whole thing was sort of a blur,” 
Parini reflected. 

It was a packed day for the couple and 
their guests. Following the ceremony in 
Middlebury, the newlyweds drove to the 
reception venue in a bright red Camaro 
and guests followed closely behind in 
buses provided by Middlebury bus charter 
company Bet-Cha Transit.   

At their reception, the couple had music 
provided by Hinesburg’s Shane Murley 
Music, cake made by Lewis’s father and 
what proved to be a big crowd pleaser: 
air-conditioned portable toilets provided 

by Shrewsbury-based company Preferred 
Toilets.

“The toilets were probably the biggest 
hit of the entire event, everyone was 
talking about them,” Lewis said with a 
laugh. 

Another memorable part of their day 
was having all of their family together, 
many of whom live in other parts of world. 

“It is kind of incredible to have people 
from all these different facets of your 
life all together at one event, people you 
wouldn’t imagine all being together,” 
Parini said.  

Now three months out from their 

special day, Parini and Lewis are living 
in Burlington and are both graduate 
students studying clinical psychology 
at Antioch University New England in 
New Hampshire. Looking back on their 
wedding, the couple said their best advice 
for prospective bride and grooms is to 
give themselves time to plan. 

“Give yourself time and have a long 
engagement,” Parini said. 

Lewis agreed and added that a day-of 
coordinator made all the difference at 
their wedding. 

“It’s super helpful so you don’t have to 
worry on that day,” she said. 

Lewis and Parini
(Continued from Page 2)

Newlyweds Phoebe Lewis and Leo Parini dance at the wedding reception following 
their nuptials this past July. The couple celebrated their marriage at a house the Lewis 
family owns in Weybridge with music provided by Hinesburg’s Shane Murley Music. 

Photo courtesy of Hannah Photography
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OUR SPACE IS YOURS!
Throw your bridal, teen/tween,  
girls-night-out parties or special 

events at our beautiful salon.  
BYOB, BYOF and have fun! 

Luxury Pedicures,  Manicures,
Nail Extensions, Massage,  

Facials, and Waxing

Appointments Required. 
802- 482-7334

elementnailsalonvt@gmail.com
Open Tues – Sun

90 Mechanicsville Road, Hinesburg
ElementNailSalonVT.com

Wedding planning requires couples to 
make many decisions, including where 
the wedding will take place.

A couple’s wedding day is typically 
broken into two parts: the ceremony 
comes first, and the reception follows 
soon after. Depending on couples’ 
preferences and religious beliefs, 
ceremonies may take place at a house 
of worship or another location that is 
separate from the reception venue. In 

some instances, couples may choose 
one location for both the ceremony and 
the party to follow. Wedding venues are 
where the bulk of the day will unfold, 
and couples can consider these four tips 
to find a venue that suits their needs.

1. Consider your theme and wedding 
style. Most couples know which 
sentiments they want to convey during 
their weddings. The venue should match 

Marlaina Rowell and Seth Vaczy found the best place to have their Aug. 13 wedding 
was at a field next to his father’s home in Leicester. They made it ready for the reception 
by renting a very big tent, tables, chairs and place settings. Family helped decorate.

Tips for finding the right venue

(See Wedding venue, Page 7)



Addison Independent • WEDDINGS  • Thursday, November 3, 2022 — PAGE 5

1663 Route 7 South

Middlebury, VT 05753

Mon – Fri: 9am – 5:30pm

Saturday: 10am – 2pm

Closed Sundays & all major holidays

We are happy to deliver throughout 

Middlebury and its surrounding areas.  

Come by and see us, or contact us  

at  (802) 388-2800 or designs@mfandg.com

Let’s Customize Your 
Wedding Flowers Together!

Our centerpieces, corsages,  Our centerpieces, corsages,  

bouquets, and other bouquets, and other 

celebratory flowers celebratory flowers 

are made toare made to

order and order and 

customizedcustomized

specially specially 

for you. for you. 

All Love, One LoveAll Love, One Love
CELEBRATE WITH MIDDLEBURY INN

We are so thankful to be considered for one of your most important 
days. Let us pamper you with in-house spa services, attention to detail, 

Vermont local farm to table foods and extraordinary service. 

The Inn boasts unique yet functional space with vintage décor, in 
a historic atmosphere. Our full-service hotel with event, meeting, 

catering and banquet services offers the finest location in Vermont. 
Let’s plan the event unique to you! 

OPPOSITE & SAME SEX WEDDING
CEREMONIES, ELOPEMENT,

MICRO WEDDING, THEMED EVENTS
14 COURT SQUARE, MIDDLEBURY VERMONT

802-388-4961 EXT. 280 • WWW.MIDDLEBURYINN.COM

Many people play a role in a wedding. 
The bride and groom, bridesmaids, 
groomsmen, ring bearers, and flower girls 
are front and center on the day a couple 
ties the knot.

Another central, and very important, 
figure on a couple’s wedding day is the 
officiant. Officiants perform the wedding 
ceremony and are the first to introduce the 
newlyweds to their guests as an officially 
married couple. 

Various types of officiants can officiate 
a wedding, and understanding each type 
can help couples find the right one for 
them.

Religious officiant
Couples who want traditional religious 

ceremonies often choose a religious 
officiant, such as a parish priest or rabbi, 
with whom they’re familiar. For example, 
couples who grew up attending a 
particular church might choose the priest 
who’s been preaching to them since they 
were children, while others might choose 
the priest at their current place of worship. 

Religious officiants may be governed 
by certain rules that restrict them to 
performing ceremonies in a house of 
worship, which might rule them out for 
couples who want outdoor or destination 
weddings. Couples should inquire about 
such restrictions as early as possible in the 
planning process so they aren’t caught off 
guard.

Civil officiant
Civil officiants are officers of the court, 

such as a judge or justice of the peace. 
Here in Vermont each town elects its own 
justices of the peace. 

Many couples who are planning 
destination weddings abroad still choose 
to have a civil officiant perform a wedding 
ceremony at home. This is because 
some overseas officiants may not be 
authorized to marry couples in their home 
countries, meaning their marriages won’t 
be recognized once they return home. 
Civil officiants make sure marriages are 
legal, and they also make great options 
for couples who just want to get hitched 
without a grand ceremony.

Professional officiant
Professional officiants are not affiliated 

with a particular religious organization. 
That makes them great choices for 
couples who aren’t religious as well as 
those who come from different religious 
backgrounds and won’t be converting 
to the same faith. Professional officiants 
typically meet with a couple once or 
twice to get to know them before writing 
the speech they will give during the 
ceremony. Many will share the speech 
with the couple in advance of the big day, 
and some even allow couples to write the 
speech.

Loved ones
Many couples ask a friend or family 

Seth Vaczy and Marlaina Rowell chose the groom’s sister, Dea Vaczy, to officiate their 
wedding ceremony this past Aug. 13. Here the officiant stands under the wedding arbor 
that Seth created for the ceremony at Seth and Dea’s father’s home in Salisbury.

Pick a wedding officiant
that matches your style

member to officiate their weddings, 
which can add a fun and very personal 
component to the ceremony. Couples who 
want to take this route should research 
local laws to determine the steps loved 
ones must take to become ordained 
ministers who will be recognized by the 

state or country where the ceremony will 
take place.

Officiants play a significant role during 
a wedding, and couples can choose 
one who best fits their personalities and 
ceremony preferences. 

— Metro Creative
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WEDDINGS at CEDAR KNOLL

13460 Rt. 116
Hinesburg, VT 05461

management@cedarknollgolf.com
Tel: 802-482-3186

www.cedarknollgolf.com

Our clubhouse and surrounding property 
are perfect for your ceremony, celebration, 
and special photos.

• Outdoor ceremony site overlooks the 
golf course.

• Beautiful post and beam dining room 
available from April through October

• Dining room capacity of 100 people
• Inhouse or private catering options 

offered.
• Rental fee includes round tables, 

chairs, table linens, fl atware, 
water goblets, bar service with one 
bartender, setup and tear down.

• Wedding parties can decorate the 
space as they wish, creating a unique 
theme for their special day.

• Sound system and golf carts available 
for rent. Weddings, Events  

& Everyday Occasions

ColesMiddleburyFlowers.com

802.388.4003
21 MacIntyre Lane • Middlebury, VT

(Next to Middlebury Discount Beverage)

4th Generation Florist

A day to remember
Marlaina Rowell and Seth Vaczy made their wedding 

vows in a gloriously beautiful field in Salisbury on 
Aug. 13, then celebrated under a massive tent with a 
roast pig dinner, excellent dance music and a couple 
hundred close friends and family. The day included some 
traditional pieces, like a first dance and cake cutting, but 
the atmosphere was relaxed with the couple’s French 
bulldog Coconut even getting into the action. Long after 
nightfall, some of the guests camped in a nearby field.

Photos by Sarah Pope and John S. McCright



Addison Independent • WEDDINGS  • Thursday, November 3, 2022 — PAGE 7

To reseve your wedding block, contact the Sales Department
at (802) 388.7600 or toll free at (800) 388.7775

Wedding blocks are based upon availability.
Please contact the Sales Department for more information.

To reseve your wedding block, contact the Sales Department
at (802) 388.7600 or toll free at (800) 388.7775

Wedding blocks are based upon availability.
Please contact the Sales Department for more information.

To reseve your wedding block, contact the Sales Department
at (802) 388.7600 or toll free at (800) 388.7775

Wedding blocks are based upon availability.
Please contact the Sales Department for more information.

We specialize in all materials, 
from invitations to party favors.

Your wedding is our business!

18 Creek Road   |   Middlebury, VT
(802) 388-2337   |   info@littlepressroom.com

www.littlepressroom.com

• printed: (traditional, formal, custom)

 — save the dates
 — invitations 
 — rsvps
 — place cards
 — signage
 — thank you notes

• custom memorabilia:
 — glassware
 — napkins
 — drink koozies
 — centerpieces
 — bubbles
 — party favors

the theme so the entire wedding will 
feel connected to the space. A modern 
wedding, for example, will be at home in 
an art gallery or warehouse. A wedding 
with natural elements may 
work better on a ranch 
or in a botanical garden. 
Zeroing in on the wedding 
style helps narrow down 
potential venue options.

2. Assess the budget. 
A couple may find what 
seems to be the perfect 
venue, only to realize 
that the cost of the space 
doesn’t fit their budget. 
Ampersand Travel says 
the venue accounts for the 
most significant wedding 
expense, at an average cost 
of $9,000. Finding a venue 
that will maximize dollars 
spent involves looking at 
what is included. Rentals 
for chairs, linens, lighting, 
a dance floor, and other extras can 
quickly add up. Couples should have a 
set limit they’re willing to spend on the 
venue and let that dictate the location.

3. Availability of the location. 
When a couple wants to get married 
may determine their venue options, 
especially if they’re planning on a 
budget. September and October are now 
the most popular months to get married, 

so venues will book up quickly during 
that time of year. Those who have their 
hearts set on specific days will have to 
begin the search earlier than couples 
with no attachment to a particular date. 

Concessions may need to 
be made if a certain date is 
a must.

4. Estimate the size of 
your guest list. Price, 
date and style will factor 
into wedding venues, but 
the number of guests also 
is a major consideration. 
A trendy restaurant may 
seem like the perfect 
locale, but it must be able 
to accommodate everyone 
on the guest list. Couples 
should sit down with their 
families and come up with 
a list of potential guests and 
look for a venue that can 
accommodate everyone.

Couples also should 
visit potential venues in 

person to see which, if any, details might 
be missing from online or magazine 
advertisements. A host of factors, 
including accessibility, should be 
considered when looking for a venue.

Finding the right venue requires 
careful consideration of various factors 
that are unique to each couple.  

— Metro Creative

Wedding venue
(Continued from Page 4)

When a couple 
wants to 

get married may 
determine their 
venue options, 
especially if they’re 
planning on a 
budget. September 
and October are now 
the most popular 
months to get 
married, so venues 
will book up quickly 
during that time of 
year.
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TourterelleVermont.com | 802.453.6309 | 3629 Ethan Allen Highway, New Haven

We are booking for 2024
Still a few available dates in 2023
Think of us for your rehearsal dinner,
welcome party, or post wedding brunch.Specializing in Weddings in Every SeasonSpecializing in Weddings in Every Season

Stunning Views
Local Food
Vermont Charm
Rustic Elegance
Endless Memories
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