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Empty bowls
Artists made bowls that will be 
auctioned to raise money to fight 
hunger. See Arts + Leisure.

By the wayBy the way

Crunch time
The high school regular season 
ended last week, and playoffs 
opened this week. See Page 1B.

United Way
Read our special section to see 
how the premier charitable 
organization makes connections.

ACSD agrees to 
change rules on 
school closures

Apples gathered in great quantities this season

Stacey seeks return 
to the sheriff’s dept.

Election denier
spreads lies 
during talk at 
E. Midd church
Clements tries to sow 
doubt as Nov. 8 nears

High-speed internet coming to 14 towns
Public/private 
effort underway

Ouellette tapped as interim 
leader of Vergennes police

Faces Elmore and 
Grant for top job

(See Stacey, Page 16A)

(See Ouellette, Page 14A)

(See ACSD, Page 17A)

(See Apples, Page 19A)

(See Clements, Page 12A)

Editor’s note: Read this story 
online at addisonindependent.
com to access more than a dozen 
hyperlinks to relevant sources 
answering and refuting Clements’s 
claims.
By JOHN FLOWERS

EAST MIDDLEBURY — The 
final flickers of the day’s sunlight 
were gently kissing the western 
horizon on Oct. 19 as folks trickled 
into East Middlebury’s Valley 
Bible Church, a grand, pearl-white 
edifice fronting a backdrop of trees 
stubbornly clinging to the last of 
their fiery-red leaves with a frigid 
Vermont winter approaching.

They took to the pews, around 35 
of them, to receive a message — not 
from a pastor, but from nationally 
known 2020 election denier David 
Clements. He exhorted them to 

By ANDY KIRKALDY
ADDISON COUNTY 

— The nonprofit internet 
provider Maple Broadband 
began work in early October 
stringing fiber-optic lines that 
will bring high-speed service 
to up to 1,400 underserved 
or unserved households in 
portions of Cornwall, Leicester, 
Middlebury, Orwell, Salisbury, 
Shoreham and Whiting. That 
comes thanks to an $8.7 million 
grant the organization got in 
July.

Now a $9.1 million 
September award from the 
same source, the Vermont 
Community Broadband Board, 
to Maple Broadband’s partner, 
Waitsfield Champlain Valley 
Telecom (WCVT), will do 
the same for up to 2,000 of 
WCTV’s customers in parts of 
Addison, Bridport, Ferrisburgh, 
New Haven, Panton, Waltham 
and Weybridge.

(See Internet, Page 14A)

THIS CREW IS attaching fiber-optic lines to telephone poles in Cornwall on behalf of Maple Broadband, 
the nonprofit entity charged with bringing high-speed internet to unserved and underserved areas of 
Addison County. Maple Broadband’s efforts are done in partnership with Waitsfield Champlain Valley 
Telecom.

Photo by David Dodge

The town of Middlebury 
has launched a series of 
“community conversations” 
about diversity, equity and 
inclusion. And while two initial 
conversations — focusing on 
LGBTQIA and BIPOC issues 
— have already taken place, 
more gatherings have been lined 
up to foster understanding and 

By MARIN HOWELL 
ADDISON COUNTY — Seven 

years ago, Mark Stacey said 
goodbye to his time serving as 
a deputy in the Addison County 
Sheriff’s Department. Now, 
he’s hoping county voters this 
November will open the door 
for him to return to the sheriff’s 
department and serve in its highest 
position. 

Stacey, a veteran police officer, 
is one of three candidates vying 
to replace incumbent sheriff 
Peter Newton. The contest has 
attracted attention since Newton 
was arrested in June on charges 
of sexual assault, domestic 
violence and unlawful restraint. 
He’s pleaded not guilty to these 

charges and has rejected calls for 
his resignation. 

Other competitors in the race 
are Republican Michael Elmore of 

MARK STACEY

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — The 

Vergennes City Council on 
Tuesday supported City Manager 
Ron Redmond’s decision to hire 
Detective Sgt. Jason Ouellette, 
a 14-year Vergennes Police 
Department veteran who is now 
its second in command, as the 

force’s acting police chief.
Ouellette, who has a track 

record that includes being named 
the 2022 Vermont American 
Legion Law Enforcement Officer 
of the Year, will take over when 
Police Chief George Merkel’s 
retirement becomes official on 

By MARIN HOWELL 
ADDISON COUNTY — Both new 

orchardists and longtime growers said they 
enjoyed a pleasant apple season this year, with 
plentiful crops augmented by mild weather that 
drew Vermonters and out-of-state visitors to 
orchards throughout Addison County. 

Stephanie Lowe, co-owner of Woodman Hill 
Orchard in Ferrisburgh, said their orchard did 
well this year despite some early concerns about 
the impacts of a hot and dry summer. 

“We actually thought it was a great season 
this year, we were pleased with our crop and 
the quality of our apples,” she said. “We ended 
up certainly getting enough rain, and it really 
toward the end helped our apples get big and 
juicy to some extent.”

Woodman Hill grows nine varieties of apples 
on three acres and offers homemade apple 
butter and jam, unpasteurized apple cider and 
old-fashioned cider donuts as well. 

Lowe said the best sellers for pre-picked and 
pick your own apples this year were the typical 
Vermont favorites. 

“Honeycrisp is always really popular, we had 
some really big and beautiful honeycrips,” she 
said. “Our McIntosh was also really beautiful 

UROY LEE, A seasonal worker from Jamaica (above), picks apples at Sunrise Orchards in Cornwall last week. The orchard also offers 
a pick-your-own option for its eight varieties of ready-to-pick apples. Orchardists in Addison County are reporting that good weather, 
particularly this fall, has resulted in a delicious crop of apples and a large crop of people coming out to pick their own.

Independent photos/Steve James

this year, as well as our Macouns.” 
While the weather didn’t bring many 

challenges this year for the Lowes, the 
orchardists struggled with staffing shortages. 
As a smaller orchard, Lowe said Woodman Hill 
hires local, part-time workers, and those were 
harder to find this fall. Still, she said they’ve 

been pleased with the past two months and 
the interactions they’ve had with community 
members who stopped at their orchard. 

“For us, we just love our community. We have 
tremendous repeat customers who we see every 
weekend,” Lowe said. “(Growing apples) is a 
business that I think you 
can feel really good about 
and it provides people with 
a lot of joy, good food and 
yummy experiences.”

Shoreham’s Champlain 
Orchards, a much bigger 
commercial operation, 
also enjoyed a sweet 
apple season. The orchard, 
which acquired Douglas 
Orchards in 2020, grows 
300 acres of tree fruit, 
including over 140 
varieties of apples. 

Ben Rule, Champlain 
Orchards’ director of sales and marketing, said 
visitors gravitated toward new and old favorites 
this year. 

“Of course everyone loves the New England 

“For us, we 
just love our 
community. 
We have 
tremendous  
repeat 
customers 
who we 
see every 
weekend.” 

— Stephanie 
Lowe

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — The Addison 

Central School District Board 
on Monday agreed to revise the 
ACSD charter in a manner that 
would give local voters more of 
a say in whether their schools 
should be closed. A majority of the 
panel appears friendly to a change 
that would allow district voters to 
weigh in on any future proposals to 
shutter a local school.

Victoria Jette, chair of the 

ACSD board, had hoped she and 
her colleagues could decide on a 
charter-change route by the end of 
Monday’s meeting. But a crowded 
meeting agenda led to the board not 
taking up the issue until hour three 
of what became a three-and-a-half-
hour session, so the panel tabled 
further discussion and action until 
it gathers next month.

While the panel postponed its 
decision to a later date, advocates 
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By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — A group of 

area biking enthusiasts is gathering 
support and funding for a “pump 
track” — a small-scale course for 
people to gain riding proficiency 
— that is being planned for a spot 
in the Middlebury Recreation Park 
in between the swimming pool and 

nearby playing fields.
A pump track typically includes 

a man-made series of rollers and 
berms that form turns, dips and 
climbs that riders negotiate for a 
challenge on its own right, and also 
to allow them to become acclimated 
to off-road biking. 

The ultimate goal for the rider 

is to be able to complete the entire 
course without pedaling, using 
“pumping” motions, along with 
coordination and momentum.

No motorized bikes would be 
allowed.

The idea for a local bike pump 
track has been around for years, 
but it gained traction nine months 
ago, according to project co-
organizer Erik Remsen. The 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic 
prompted recreation enthusiasts and 

municipal leaders to seek more free, 
accessible ways for folks to safely 
exercise outdoors. 

That same spirit, expressed 
through the Addison Central School 
District (ACSD) Community 
Partnership Council, spawned 
installation of an ice rink at the 
recreation park and is building 
support for a first-ever Middlebury 
skatepark.

“I think this would really appeal 
to kids and families,” Remsen said 

of a pump track, “and, ideally, it 
would be accessible to all ages and 
abilities. It’s a great learning tool.’”

Enthusiasm for a facility is shared 
by Middlebury Parks & Recreation 
Department officials and Addison 
County Bike Club members. 
Right now, Middlebury-area folks 
must go to Bristol, Rutland, or 
the Moosalamoo Campground in 
Goshen to find a pump track.

Remsen and his fellow pump 
track planners have laid a solid 

foundation for a Middlebury 
facility. They’ve connected with 
the KSA Built trail construction 
company to design and build the 
amenity, tentatively estimated at 
around $23,000. 

Organizers are committed to 
covering those costs through 
business sponsorships, a 
crowdfunding campaign, and two 
separate grants — one through the 
Vermont Agency of Commerce 

New bike track eyed for Middlebury Recreation Park

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — The Addison 

Central School District Board on 
Monday got a sneak preview of 
how inflation could have a major 
impact on a 2023-2024 ACSD 
budget that’s still in its early stages 
of development.

Residents of Bridport, Cornwall, 
Middlebury, Ripton, Salisbury, 
Shoreham and Weybridge this past 
March overwhelmingly supported 
a 2022-2023 ACSD spending plan 
of $41,578,089 to cover expenses 

at the district’s seven elementary 
schools, along with Middlebury 
Union middle and high schools. 
Now it’s time to cobble a budget for 
the fiscal year ’24, spanning July 1, 
2023, to June 30, 2024.

While ACSD Business Manager 
Matthew Corrente isn’t due to 
present the board with a budget 
summary until Dec. 12, he warned 
that the recent surge in the national 
inflation rate could influence many 
aspects of the spending plan — 
without even adding a bunch of new 

purchases or programs.
“Many flat-funded, non-

personnel line items, like school 
supplies, will be subject to cresting 
inflation rates,” he told the board 
during a presentation to the board. 
“To be conservative on ‘flat funded’ 
items, we will need to build in a 
5-6% increase.”

He told board members that 
“all construction costs” have risen 
by 85%-100% during the past 12 
months. That fact is already having 
an impact on the district, as the 

MUHS kitchen renovation project 
that last winter had been green-
lighted at $2.3 million has escalated 
to $4 million. As a result, district 
officials are determining how to 
scale down the scope of work, 
according to Corrente.

“Inflation and workforce 
shortages have had a similar effect 
on materials, light and heavy 
equipment, and subcontractor 
pricing,” he added.

The ACSD has made inroads in 

Inflation affecting ACSD budget planning

(See ACSD, Page 3A)

(See Bike track, Page 3A)

TUES.-SAT. 7 AM- 2 PM 
(Closed on Sundays)

JOIN US ON HALLOWEEN!
5-7 PM 

We’ll have hamburgers 
& hotdogs, apple cider 

donuts, apple & caramel, hot 
chocolate, coffee & apple cider. 

OtterCreekBakery.com

51 OSSIE ROAD  |  EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT  |  802-989-7220

Pre-vote rally
AROUND 80 PEOPLE gathered at Triangle Park in Middlebury on Sunday afternoon to show support for Article 22, a question on the Nov. 8 ballot that would codify 

reproductive rights in the Vermont Constitution. Addison County State Sen. Ruth Hardy, above, acted as emcee for the event. Below, a contingent of Middlebury Union 
High School students came to express their support. Bottom left, among the Democratic candidates at the event were, from left, Rep. Diane Lanpher of Vergennes, 
Jubilee McGill of Bridport, Secretary of State candidate Sarah Copeland Hanzas of Bradford, Rep. Amy Sheldon of Middlebury, Hardy, and Rep. Matt Birong of 
Vergennes. Also speaking at the event were Democratic candidates Brenda Siegel (governor), Charity Clark (attorney general), Michael Pieciak (state treasurer) and 
Dave Silberman (high bailiff).

Independent photos/Steve James and John S. McCright
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Addison County’s Hometown Dealer

36 Boardman St., 
Middlebury VT 05753

802-388-6718
gstonemotors.com

2149 Rt 7 South, 
Middlebury VT 05753
802-388-9961
stonecdjr.com

and Community Development’s 
Better Places program, with the 
other being a Vermont Mountain 
Bike Association (VMBA) Naming 
Grant.

“The project is well-aligned with 
the 2020 downtown master plan and 
increases the free and accessible 
outdoor recreational facilities 
in town,” Remsen 
noted in a recent pitch 
for the Middlebury 
selectboard’s support 
of the project.

That pitch was 
successful.

“We are heartened 
to see that his project 
is well-aligned with 
the 2020 downtown 
master plan. We also 
recognize this project 
benefi ts the town in 
myriad ways, from 
mental and physical 
health benefi ts to 
economic benefi ts, and 
increased community 
and social engagement,” reads 
the selectboard’s Sept. 27 letter of 
endorsement.

“We wish success for this 
initiative and look forward to seeing 
the pump track take shape.”

In addition to a thumbs-up from 
the selectboard, Middlebury bike 
pump track organizers have:

• Received conditional approval 
to develop a project plan and create 
a crowdfunding campaign.

• Identifi ed a local business 
interested in sponsoring the VMBA 

Naming Grant. The group has met 
twice with the Middlebury Parks 
& Recreation Committee, which 
helped identify a roughly 120-foot-
by-30-foot site in the Middlebury 
Recreation Park.

• Received preliminary project 
approval from ACSD offi cials, 
pending a formal OK from the 
district board. While the proposed 

site for the bike pump 
track is in Middlebury 
Recreation Park 
and managed by the 
town, it sits on ACSD 
property.

• Determined 
the proposed pump 
track location is 
“accessible, visible, 
relatively fl at, outside 
of fi eld areas and isn’t 
designated for other 
use in the Middlebury 
Recreation Park 
Master Plan.”

Remsen and 
his colleagues 
acknowledged the 

track, which would have a soil/
dirt surface, would require ongoing 
maintenance. Plans call for the 
track to be open the same hours as 
the recreation park. Planners don’t 
envision a fence aroumd the track, 
but do see the need for some kind of 
barrier between the facility and the 
adjacent playing fi elds. 

If all goes smoothly, Remsen 
believes work on the track could 
begin as soon as next spring. He 
gave a shout-out to the many folks 
who’ve been diligently supporting 

the effort, including Middlebury 
Parks & Recreation Superintendent 
Dustin Hunt, Addison County Bike 
Club President George Lawrence, 
ACSD Director of Communications 
and Engagement Emily Blistein and 
Ethan Murphy, who’s also a driving 
force behind the related Middlebury 
skatepark effort.

Hunt provided his thoughts on 
the project.

“We are really excited as a 
department about the possibility of 
bringing this to Middlebury,” Hunt 
told the Independent. “The project 
has unanimous support from the 
Parks and Recreation Advisory 
Committee, and through dialogue 
with community members it is 
clear that a pump track is high on 
the wish list of desired amenities. A 
pump track is an attractive option 
because it allows people of all 
ages and abilities to participate in 
something active together without 
the usual barriers such as cost 
and scheduling. Adding a pump 
track would be the next step in the 
department’s goal of making the 
Recreation Park a destination for 
families to spend the day enjoying 
all the great amenities available to 
them there.”

As for the skatepark, proponents 
have been looking at a few potential 
sites for such a facility, including 
the town’s rec park and a spot near 
the Middlebury Dog Park, located 
behind the Middlebury Regional 
EMS headquarters off Collins 
Drive.

“We are following the guidance 
of the (Middlebury) town manager 

Bike path
(Continued from Page 2A)

By JOHN FLOWERS
FERRISBURGH — For decades, 

the Addison County Chamber of 
Commerce has helped travelers fi nd 
the commercial, cultural, dining and 
lodging experiences they’ve been 
looking for in our area.

Now, the chamber is ready to do a 
little traveling of its own.

After having spent all of its 53-
year history based in Middlebury 
— the county’s shire town — the 
chamber next month 
will begin transitioning 
its offi ces and visitors’ 
center to the historic 
Ferrisburgh-Vergennes 
train station at 49 Park 
Lane, Ferrisburgh. 

The recently 
renovated building, 
built in 1850 in 
Vergennes, was moved 
in 2012 to its new home 
next to the Agency 
of Transportation 
Park & Ride Lot off 
Route 22A, near its 
intersection with Route 
7, while staying on the 
railroad line.

It’s a chamber relocation that its 
Executive Director Phil Summers 
said will net the organization a 
larger, better-confi gured home with 
ample parking in a rehabilitated 
building that’s located on the two 
major transportation routes. The 
Burlington-NYC Ethan Allen 
Express passenger train service 
debuted this past summer with stops 
in Middlebury and Ferrisburgh, just 
outside of Vergennes.

Oh, and did we mention the 

chamber’s new digs come at a lower 
rent than what it’s currently paying 
at 96 Court St. in Middlebury?

“The chamber has been looking 
for a better location since long 
before I got here,” said Summers, 
entering his second year as the 
chamber’s CEO. “While (96 Court 
St.) has served us well, the parking 
is terrible; people can’t fi nd it. And 
it’s very old and antiquated, from a 
visitors’ center perspective.”

With that in mind 
— and with the 
organization’s current 
lease in its waning 
months — chamber 
offi cials spent a lot of 
time earlier this year 
surveying the county 
for a new offi ce and 
visitors’ center. At one 
point, chamber offi cials 
inquired about space 
in a new building that 
was being planned off 
Route 7 in New Haven, 
near the Vermont State 
Police barracks.

That New Haven 
option fell through.

But soon after that letdown, the 
Vermont Agency of Transportation 
approached the chamber about 
becoming the anchor tenant of the 
newly renovated rail station at 49 
Park Lane. The two-story wooden 
building, once a stop for abolitionist 
John Brown’s body on its way to its 
New York state grave, was moved 
a decade ago from an obscure site 
off North Main Street in the city 
to its now-prominent spot next to 
the park-and-ride lot, which can 

will belong to Amtrak. 
A walk upstairs leads to the 

chamber’s 700-square-foot 
administrative headquarters. 
Along with Summers, the offi ces 
will accommodate Operations 
Manager Maria Benoit and Events 
Coordinator Amy Djordjevic. 
There’s also a “common area” for 
meetings and events.

The new building boasts two 
restrooms, whereas the chamber’s 
current home has only one.

Summers conceded that being 
in Middlebury has had advantages, 
in terms of being centrally located 
in the county and close to the 
area’s main business hub. But, he 
added, “Most of the stuff we do 
at the chamber can be done from 
anywhere in the county.”

Julie Basol is marketing & 
development director for the 

Vergennes Partnership, which 
helps represent the interests of the 
Little City’s business community. 
While the chamber’s new spot is 
about a mile away from downtown 
Vergennes, Basol is pleased it will 
contain promotional materials that 
will encourage visits to the city.

“We’re doing what we can to 
promote the downtown at the train 
station, but there’s only so much 
we can do,” she said. “I think this 
is something that will build over 
time.”

Basol also called the refurbished 
train station “an absolutely beautiful 
space” that will highlight the return 
of passenger rail to Vergennes after 
a 60-year absence.

“I’m excited about (the 
chamber’s) move,” she said.

John Flowers is at johnf@
addisonindependent.com.

County chamber fi nds a new HQ
City train station to be new home base

furnishing Chromebook computers 
to students as part of their learning 
experience. Current plans call for 
those devices to be replaced on a 
5-year, staggered schedule. Any 
Chromebooks the district buys for 
next year will come at a higher 
price.

“(Information technology) 
will require an evolving budget 
scope to be able to respond to tech 
development and systems changes,” 
Corrente said.

Food service has been subjected 
to the same market volatility as 
facilities, in terms of materials and 
labor, he noted.

The upshot of all this is “we get 
less for each $1 while needs remain 
the same. Budgeted items are 
very diffi cult to accurately predict 
within 12–16-month timeframe,” 
according to Corrente.

Also of concern to ACSD 
offi cials: The district is now entering 
the last year of a multi-year busing 
contract with Bet-Cha Transit. With 
the high costs of fuel and personnel, 
and with Bet-Cha essentially 
having no busing competition 
statewide, school offi cials are 
bracing for a potential big increase 
in transportation expenses. At the 
same time, the ACSD is looking into 
the possibility of joining forces with 
the Mount Abraham and Addison 
Northwest school districts on a 
“centralized, county-wide, school-
owned busing company.”

As sobering as the fi nancial 
news is looking for FY24, ACSD 
offi cials are bracing for an even 
tougher budget conundrum for 
FY25. Corrente reminded the board 
that a new, yet-to-be-negotiated 
support-staff contract will need to 
be negotiated for the 2024-2025 
academic year. 

But there is a little good news 
going forward on the infl ation front, 
Corrente said. He pointed to current 
forecasts calling for infl ation rates 
to decline from what was 8.2% 
in September, to 7.4% during the 
fourth quarter of this year, followed 
by 6.9% in quarter one of 2023 and 
then 5.44% in quarter two.

accommodate 77 vehicles.
The site, accommodations and 

fi nancial terms suited chamber 
leaders just fi ne.

Summers wasn’t keen on 
disclosing specifi c numbers 
regarding the new pact, but said 
the chamber has signed a “multi-
year lease with multiple renewal 
options.”

As for the rent, he said “What 
we’re paying to lease this facility 
is signifi cantly less than what we’re 
paying here, and dramatically less 
than what we would have been 
paying in New Haven. This was 
something we couldn’t pass up.”

The chamber has hired Monkton-
based Shadows & Light Design to 
design the new visitors’ center, 
a task the small company has 
performed with distinction in other 
parts of the state, Summers noted.

While the new visitors’ center 
will be small, it will be interactive, 
he said.

How small? Around 320 square 
feet, according to Summers. But the 
tiny center will have big amenities 
— including interactive kiosks that 
will direct people to local points of 
interest with a few commands or 
taps of the fi nger.

And the center will of course 
continue to carry promotional 
brochures for area businesses.

“I think the real benefi t to the 
county and our membership is the 
visitors’ center will be modernized 
and more accessible,” he said. 
“That’s the beauty of it.”

Folks walking into the train 
station will notice a central 
staircase that divides two waiting 
rooms. The waiting room on one 
side will contain the new visitors’ 
center, while the one on the other 

ACSD
(Continued from Page 2A)

to begin our path to the selectboard,” 
Murphy wrote in a recent email 
updating skatepark progress.

He noted skatepark and pump 
track boosters had hoped to ask the 
selectboard for a combined letter 
of support for both facilities, “but 

the pump track is further along in 
the process and will hopefully pave 
the way for what we think will be a 
much-loved and used new section of 
Recreation Park, once completed.”

John Flowers is at johnf@
addisonindependent.com.

“A pump track 
is an attractive 
option because 
it allows people 
of all ages 
and abilities 
to participate 
in something 
active together 
without the 
usual barriers 
such as cost and 
scheduling.”

— Dustin Hunt

“I think the real 
benefi t to the 
county and our 
membership 
is the visitors’ 
center will be 
modernized 
and more 
accessible. 
That’s the 
beauty of it.”

— Executive 
Director Phil 

Summers

THE ADDISON COUNTY Chamber of Commerce recently moved 
its offi ces from Middlebury into the 1850 railroad depot just outside 
Vergennes. It offers ample parking and is located on two major 
transportation routes.

Independent photo/Steve James



PAGE 4A — Addison Independent, Thursday, October 27, 2022

Editorials
ADDISON  INDEPENDENT

Letters
to the Editor

Medicare switch 
raises concerns

Passing along psychic vibes

I solemnly swear I had jury duty

Saying ‘Amen’ to a con

(See Wolfson letter, Page 5A)(See Jessie, Page 5A)

(See Ways of Seeing, Page 5A)

By Sas
Carey

Ways of
Seeing

Around
the

bend
By Jessie Raymond

When I got notice this summer that I was being 
summoned for my fi rst-ever jury draw, I cheered, as 
anyone would. 

Maybe I’d be chosen for a juicy trial, with lots 
of intrigue and deception and a hostile witness or 
two. I imagined all kinds of scenarios. An organized 
crime ring selling imitation maple syrup. Or a band 
of jewelry thieves posing as tourists. Or someone 
smuggling emus across state lines. 

I only hoped it wasn’t a murder 
case. I’d be happy to look at 
exhibits like incriminating text 
messages, but I did not want 
to so much as hear the words 
“ligature marks” or “blood spatter 
analysis,” much less have to see 
close-up photos. 

I prepared for jury draw by 
learning how the courtroom 
process worked. I studied Latin 
phrases such as voir dire, prima 
facie and nolle prosequi (though I was almost positive 
that last one was a type of sparkling wine).

On the given day, I fi led into the courtroom with 
several dozen other potential jurors. The judge took 
his seat on the raised dais, made pleasantries and 
explained the procedure by which the lawyers would 
assess our suitability for this role.

The defense lawyer — from out of state, I presumed 
— opened with an ice breaker. “Does anyone here,” he 

said, waving at the 60-odd Addison County residents 
seated before him, “know anyone else in this room?”

The place erupted in laughter. Tears ran down my 
brother-in-law’s face. My neighbor snorted. My dental 
hygienist stifl ed a guffaw.

When the room settled down, the chagrined lawyer 
went on to give us a rough outline of what turned out 
to be a simple civil case.

So much for intrigue.
Both lawyers fi elded whatever 

questions we had. Then they fi nished 
up with a few questions of their 
own. Did we know either of the two 
witnesses? No. Were we familiar 
with the plaintiff’s company? No.

And last, was there any reason we 
might feel unable to act in a fair and 
impartial manner? I didn’t want to 
be excused from the case, but in the 
interest of habeas corpus, I had to 
speak up.

“Your excellency,” I said to the lawyer, who glanced 
at the judge, “once, as a child, I had a bad experience 
with an emu.”

He frowned and fl ipped through his notes. Rubbing 
the back of his neck for several seconds, he fi nally 
said, “Um, emus are not part of this case. Also: You do 
not need to salute when speaking to me.”

“Sorry. Non compos mentis,” I said, curtseying.

Religions are split in their opinions about psychics. 
The ones on the negative side are afraid to see a 
connection to spirit without strong guidance from the 
Bible and a fear that connecting with the spirit is not 
the place of mortal humans. Only the clergy — those 
who are formally trained — can be intermediaries 
between the physical life and spiritual one. On the 
other end of the spectrum are Quakers. I am one. Our 
meetings are a place of meditation where we open 
ourselves directly to messages from 
beyond the physical.

This is similar to the way I work 
as a psychic. I say a prayer of 
attunement to open myself to only 
positive, heart-centered messages. 
I let the words move through me 
freely. The spirit answers questions 
of a client and can help that client 
connect on an energy level with 
others not physically present. 

When I was in nursing school, I got a migraine 
headache. I went to the school’s health center and to 
the local emergency room. Nothing could touch it. A 
psychic friend of mine named Mariah Martin said, 
“Maybe something is trying to come through. Every 
morning before you fully wake up, in that liminal 
space between sleeping and waking, listen and speak 
what you hear into a tape recorder.” This was in the 
eighties before cell phones. 

A few days later, I played a tape to her. She said, 
“Yes, something is trying to come through.” Speaking 
the words was like releasing a pressure valve on a 
pressure cooker. Much was waiting to be released. 
My migraine, which had lasted ten days, stopped. 

The messages seemed obvious at fi rst, but later 
became mysterious information that seemed new to 
me. I spoke into a tape recorder for fi ve years. In the 
meantime, I graduated from nursing school and began 
to realize that energy was also coming through my 
hands to bring balance for others who hurt. 

These two types of experiences came together 
while I was working with a teen program through 
the Addison County Parent/Child Center. As a 

representative from the center, I 
met with others from around the 
state to organize a Governor’s 
Prevention Conference. A 
member of the organizing 
committee sat with her face 
creased in pain and told us she 
had a “wicked migraine.” Even 
though I didn’t get migraines 
anymore, I remembered how they 

felt. I had learned to remove the painful energy with 
my hands — to pull the pain out like taffy. I offered 
to put my hands in the energy fi eld around her head. 
While the meeting went on around us, I pulled and 
when I fi nished, everyone stopped talking and asked 
her what happened. “It’s gone,” she said. “No more 
pain.”

The committee members asked how that happened. 
The discussion continued until someone brought the 
meeting back to the conference plan. Someone said, 
“Everyone needs to learn to do this.” He asked me if I 
could do an alternative workshop on spiritual readings 
and energy healing.

At the conference, eleven participants sat in a circle. 

f you are thinking of switching 
to Medicare Advantage, read this 
personal story fi rst published 
on the VTDigger.org website. 
Remember that you are giving an 
insurance company control over 
your Medicare dollars and they are 
making a profi t.
Read the commentary 
here: tinyurl.com/
MedicareAdvantageStory.

Linda Andrews, BSRN, MPH
Bristol

Health care 
stance explained

My heart is heavy these days 
with the feeling that we are 
creating deeper divides despite 
our best intentions. I worry that 
my recent piece in “Ways of 
Seeing” gave the impression that 
I don’t appreciate and respect 
the wonderful doctors, nurses, 
and therapists working here in 
our county; that I might not be 
grateful for the excellent care that 
my family and I have received 
over the years. I was trying to 
point out that the burden of our 
disconnected and insurance-based 
health care system is problematic 
for all of us, care providers and 
those in need of care alike. By 
comparing the U.S. to the U.K., I 
may have missed the nuances of 
what our local community can do 
when it works together.

My heart is similarly heavy 
because of the political rhetoric 
and accusations as people try to 
solve the immense challenges 
our schools face. We seem to be 
mistrusting one another more, 
rather than building partnerships 
that could solve deep problems. 
There was a time when we used 
to focus on a positive vision of 
what our county could provide for 
everyone. Then we would work 
backwards from there to create a 
plan. Now it too often seems that 
we start with proposed solutions 
and then accuse one another of 
being the devils in the details. I 
am truly sorry if my inadequate 
wording has contributed to deeper 
misunderstandings. 

I invite everyone to join a zoom 
conversation about health care on 
Nov. 2 at 4:30. Check Front Porch 
Forum or contact me if you would 
like the link. Or head online to 
tinyurl.com/HealthConversation 
to register for the conversation.

Cheryl Mitchell
New Haven

Political ad had 
many untruths

The penultimate page of 
your Oct. 20 Election Guide 
is a full-page ad in support of 
seven Republican candidates. 
The page is indeed full—full of 
lies, falsehoods, untruths and 
misleading statements.

I have no problem with 
candidates expressing viewpoints 
with which I disagree. For 
example, these seven candidates 
are concerned with “excessive 
spending” and “bloated 
government.” I don’t agree that 
state spending is “excessive” or 
that our government is “bloated,” 
but I respect these candidates’ 
right to try to turn government in a 
different direction. Even Governor 
Scott, whom I respect for his 
integrity while disagreeing with 
many of his policies, often speaks 
of his commitment to limited 
government. So that’s not what 
bothers me about this ad.

What bothers me are the 
lies, falsehoods, and untruths, 
especially on the subject of 
climate change. Here the 
candidates state that “CO2 is Not 
a Green House Gas (Causing 
Global Warming),” that “Global 
Warming is Not Man Made,” and 
that “Earth and Man benefi t from 
More CO2.”

In fact, the science of the 
greenhouse effect was established 
in the mid-1800s, and by the late 
nineteenth century it was known 
that increasing atmospheric CO2 
would cause global warming. In 
the 1990s the “signal” of human-
caused global warming emerged 
from the “noise” of natural climate 
variability, and now, in the twenty-

Tiny puddles
WATER DROPLETS ON fallen maple leaves in Middlebury catch the misty morning light on 

Monday morning.
Independent photo/Sarah Pope

The venue spoke volumes. An evangelical church opened its door to 
a hell-and-brimstone charismatic preacher who scolded his fl ock with 
visions of ruin and damnation unless they rose up against the doubters and 
championed resurrection. 

The preacher was nationally known election-denier David Clements. 
The venue was the Valley Bible Church in East Middlebury last 
Wednesday, Oct. 19, as 35 mostly older, true believers sat in the pews 
eager to hear a conspiratorial message that urged them to revolt against 
today’s voting system. Addison Independent Reporter John Flowers was 
there to capture the fl avor of the meeting, and why — despite ample 
evidence that the 2020 election was won fairly by President Joe Biden over 
ex-president Donald Trump — Clements’s allegation of a stolen election 
still resonates.

The answer has more to do with Clements’s talent as an orator and 
entertainer than with facts.

Clements’s task, as he surveyed the 35 eager disciples, was to marshal 
them off to war singing that Bible School song, Onward Christian Soldiers. 
“I’m signing you up to war,” he challenged the faithful with visions of the 
diffi culties they were to encounter. “There is no full assurance you’ll get 
what you want, because the problem is corruption, and the reason why we 
haven’t fi xed corruption is a lack of courage. We’re looking for pit bulls 
that are going to hold the bone here in Middlebury and won’t let go!”

He excoriated the 35 to “mix it up” at their town meetings, to be 
“demanding, hounding.”

What he wants them to do is shut down electronic voting machines, 
demand hand counts, and have election monitors challenge all ballots — 
despite the fact that Vermont’s election integrity is cited as the best in the 
nation and most elections are monitored by friends and neighbors in small 
towns that have managed their posts for years in a nonpartisan manner. 
(See the sidebar to the Clements story, Page 13A, from the Vermont 
Secretary of State’s offi ce on how they assure the system’s integrity.)

Nonetheless, Clements cited misconstrued “facts,” referred to debunked 
documentaries, and cited false examples to make it sound as if he had 
reliable evidence of election fraud. 

He did not. 
In lawsuit after lawsuit, ex-president Trump’s challenge of election 

results failed, in red states and blue, because there was no evidence of 
fraud. The voting system is basically as error-free as a system of its size 
can be. That was proven in 61 of the 62 lawsuits fi led by the Trump 
administration, all of which he lost except in one case in which a handful 
of votes were modifi ed but didn’t affect the outcome.  

So, why does Clements’ spiel still resonate with a large minority across 
the country — even with a few folks in Addison County? 

Because he’s good at his job, and his job today is being a conman to 
those who have already bought into the idea of election fraud. And what 
Trump and Clements know is that true believers (those who want to 
believe) are the most susceptible to such tall tales. 

It’s an age-old phenomenon. Think of a movie with a conman and 
you can understand the appeal. Burt Lancaster in the 1957 movie The 
Rainmaker is a classic. In that movie, Lancaster plays Bill Starbuck, a 
conman who promises to bring rain (for a fee) to a drought-stricken farm 
family in Kansas. He makes moves on the farmer’s daughter, Lizzie, 
played by Katherine Hepburn, who’s torn between Starbuck’s exciting, 
fanciful tales and adventure and the appeal of quiet (dull), but honest, 
Deputy Sheriff J.S. File. The family knows Starbuck is a conman, yet his 
appeal and charismatic charm is magnetic.

More appropriate, perhaps, is the glib conman played by Steven Martin 
in his movie, Leap of Faith, in which Martin plays an evangelical minister 
with a circus-like act that rakes in money from the easily deceived. 

Clements is little different. He’s a recently fi red assistant professor at 
New Mexico State University’s business school, who honed his speaking 
skills as a former deputy district attorney and, as of last week, reportedly 
has pulled in over $300,000 from GiveSendGo donors to pay for his 
“expenses” while crossing the country putting on his show.

Clements, of course, denies he’s making tons off his donor’s generosity. 
But what do the facts, or any truth, have to do with anything election 
deniers say? Not much. They’re in it for the con (Trump has been able to 
raise millions from party faithful from his Big Lie), and, unfortunately, it’s 
seems to resonate with today’s Republicans.

If that’s what folks want to say “Amen” to, well, each to their own.
Angelo Lynn

It’s heartening that the Addison Central School District board has 
agreed in principle to modify article 14 of its charter agreement to give 
smaller towns a larger voice in whether to close their schools. As it is, 
ACSD’s school board can close a school with a super majority (10 of 
13 members, with Middlebury having 6 members) vote, even if that is 
against the wishes of the town or of a majority of district voters.

No fi nal decision was made at the board’s meeting this Monday, but a 
straw poll of the members revealed that most were in favor of amending 
the current article. The board will work on, and hopefully approve, 
a more detailed process at its next meeting when it has more time to 
deliberate.

That’s in the spirit of collaborating with member towns to fi nd a 
solution that works for everyone. It doesn’t mean that small schools 
won’t close sometime in the future, but it does give those towns a better 
opportunity to make their case to the broader community.

That Ripton’s ordeal has led to this change among the ACSD board is 
reason enough to have weathered the trials and tribulations of the past 
four years.

Angelo Lynn

Hard-earned progress at ACSD
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Elect the Only

Pushing on term limits, better respect of private 
property owners’ RIGHTS and  SO MUCH MORE... 

Help win this!
Text me: 802-349-3970

Please photo this and SHARE! 

Addison State Senator
Mason D. Wade III 

Independent

You’ll be voting for two Addison Senators.
You may be frustrated with the two party system.

#1 - Please vote Independent. 
Then pick a party or forgo your party vote.

Allow me to go 
to Montpelier 

for you!

The Latin must have impressed 
him, because despite the emu faux 
pas, minutes later I got chosen for 
the jury pool. What luck!

 I felt bad for the other 50 or 
so less worthy people who were 
asked to leave. But they hid their 
disappointment well, grinning and 
high-fiving one another as they 
rushed for the door.

Though this case wouldn’t cause 
reporters to camp out in my yard 
or inspire an episode of “Law & 
Order,” I couldn’t wait to serve the 
interests of justice.

The following week, the one-day 
trial played out a lot like you see on 
TV — just more boring.

The proceedings took less than 
six hours, five of which we jurors 

spent examining our fingernails 
and counting ceiling tiles while the 
judge and the lawyers whispered to 
each other at the bench.

Once or twice, when things got 
really dull, I hooted out, “I object!” 
in a Mickey Mouse voice, and 
then avoided blame by glaring 
at the juror next to me. Sure, it 
was naughty, but at some level I 
think the lawyers appreciated the 
diversion. 

In the end, the case was 
straightforward. It didn’t even have 
a bad guy, just two parties who 
disagreed on whether a fine had 
been justified. 

While I had braced myself for 
a two-week sequester and a lot 
of “12 Angry Men” energy, the 
jury deliberations were more “12 

Reasonable Adults” who reached a 
unanimous verdict in minutes and 
took the rest of the afternoon off.

Still, I had fulfilled my civic 
duty. And that deserved to be 
recognized.

When Mark got home, I told 
him we should celebrate the end of 
the trial, however brief it had been. 

“You want to go out?” he asked.
“No need,” I said. “I’ve already 

got a bottle of nolle prosequi 
chilling in the fridge.”

 

Jessie
(Continued from Page 4A)

I explained that starting with the 
person beside me, each would say 
their name. With my eyes closed, 
I would say a prayer to ask for 
higher love and wisdom. As soon 
as they called out their name, a 
message came through for each 
person. To me the messages were 
simple, accessible, but to those in 

the circle, they were profound.
From this conference in 1985, 

word got out and individuals began 
to contact me for teaching, energy 
healing, and spiritual readings.

On Friday, Oct. 28, starting at 5, 
I will offer two such group sessions 
at the Sheldon Museum for their 
Hallowe’en program. Each person 
in the circle will be invited to ask 

a question.
Sas Carey has been in private 

practice as a healer and spiritual 
reader in Middlebury since the 
eighties. Her memoir, “Marrying 
Mongolia,” published by the 
International Polar Institute, will 
be out soon in case you would like 
to know more of her many stories.

Ways of Seeing
(Continued from Page 4A)

first century, human-caused 
global warming dominates Earth’s 
climate. The past seven years are 
the warmest on record, and today’s 
CO2 level is higher than it’s been 
in at least a million years. 

Looking back through geologic 
time shows a tight correlation 
between atmospheric CO2, 
global temperature and sea level. 

Today there is a near-universal 
scientific consensus that global 
warming is happening; that we 
humans, especially our fossil-
fuel consumption, are the cause; 
that the pace of warming is 
accelerating; and that we have 
only a decade or so to bring our 
CO2 emissions under control 
if we’re to avoid a climate 
catastrophe. That’s not political 

opinion; it’s scientific fact.
It’s disturbing to see one of 

our two major political parties, 
even here in Addison County, 
subscribing to what can only be 
described as whacky, unscientific 
nonsense.

Richard Wolfson
Middlebury

Wolfson letter
(Continued from Page 4A)

Letters to the Editor

Become informed about ANWSD/MAUSD proposal
As some in the community 

may know, a bus to the Vergennes 
Elementary and Vergennes High 
School ran an hour late in both 
the morning and the afternoon 
during the week of Oct. 10. This 
was due to a severe bus driver 
shortage. This nation-wide bus 
driver shortage has been ongoing 
for years, and yet the ANWSD/
MAUSD merger would require 
many more buses to transport 
students across towns. 

Currently, there are 29 
buses serving both VUHS and 
MAUHS. According to the 
merger study committee, at 
least 10 more buses would be 
necessary to carry students to 
school, and this model would still 
have 15 routes with ride times of 
over an hour. Even with up to 16 
additional buses, there are still 
four routes expected to have ride 
times approaching 90 minutes. 
This is not including the plan to 
shuttle students between the two 
buildings, which is a 20-minute 
drive. 

The bus company that serves 
the county, BETCHA Transit, 

has said that finding such a 
large quantity of bus drivers 
for additional buses will be 
incredibly difficult. Contracts 
for bus driver salaries would 
have to increase significantly. 
Furthermore, if students need 
to wake up earlier to ride the 
bus, their academics may suffer, 
especially if they participate in 
extracurricular activities that 
require them to get home later in 
the evening.

One thing that is likely to 
be improved for students if 
the merger goes through is 
extracurriculars such as sports, 
theatre programs, and various 
clubs. However, it should be 
taken into consideration that 
some students may be unable to 
participate in these activities if 
they take place farther from their 
home. Many athletes walk to 
and from practice in Vergennes, 
and may not have a means of 
getting to practice if it is held 
at the Mt. Abraham Union High 
School. Currently, there is no bus 
later in the afternoon/evening 
to take athletes home from 

practice at Vergennes Union High 
School. Such a thing could be 
implemented as a solution, which 
would help increase equity in 
sports, especially if the merger 
occurs, but even if the school 
districts remain separate, it is my 
opinion that this would be a good 
thing to consider for students 
who live farther from school.

No matter your current opinion 
on the ANWSD/MAUSD, 
I recommend you visit the 
ANWSD/MAUSD merger study 
committee’s website at anwsd.
org/anwsd-mausd-merger-study-
committee.php before you vote 
on Nov. 8. There is plenty of 
valuable information available on 
this site, including information 
about expected job cuts, the 
repairs underway at MAUHS, 
and how forming a union does 
not necessarily directly result in 
cost efficiencies and lower tax 
rate increases. Finally, I urge 
you to vote. The futures of our 
community’s children depend on 
it.

Torrey Hanna
Addison 

GOP political advertising left a bad impression 
I abhor the dark money in 

politics ever since the Supreme 
Court’s Citizen United decision 
to allow unlimited amounts of 
money to ooze into politics from 
secret PACS and corporate donors. 
I dislike it in any form, Democrat 
or Republican. Do we think this is 
what the founders and writers of the 
Constitution had in mind?

I was disappointed and 
discouraged to see a dark money 
fear-mongering advertisement for 
the Addison County Republicans in 
the Addison Independent Election 
Guide last week. The ad is paid for 
by Misty Mtn Resources. Who are 
they, and where does their money 
come from? 

I don’t believe in a one-party 

system, so while I am a Democrat, 
I support and plan to vote for Phil 
Scott and possibly for Joe Benning. 
I always read and look at what the 
Republican candidates have to say, 
in case they align more with my 
views than the Democrats. 

This time I was aghast to see 
this type of ad in our local politics. 
While I know that some of our 
Republican candidates are election 
deniers (Please move on!, 60 courts, 
including many conservative judges, 
all over our great country said 
the election was fair and square), 
others sound reasonable and sane 
in their concerns and positions on 
matters that concern our county 
and our state. But when I see that 
most of the local Republicans 

have signed on to an ad that lists 
“medical experiments on children,” 
Halloween candy being laced with 
fentanyl as things they are “against” 
you lost me. Really? Republicans 
are against those things? Wow! 
How amazing! 

Of course no proof is offered that 
these things are really happening. 
But the inference that somehow 
Democrats are “for” this kind of 
nonsense is just plain silly. How do 
you expect to convince reasonable 
people that your ideas and plans 
for Addison County are worth 
supporting with our vote, when you 
take dark money, and sign on to an 
ad like this?

Gardner Merriam
New Haven

BMP official explains rationale for special events
First of all, congratulations to 

the Better Middlebury Partnership 
(BMP) and the Addison County 
Chamber of Commerce (ACCOC) 
for brainstorming, planning and 
executing one of my new favorite 
one-day downtown events! The 
1st Annual Middlebury Car Show 
and Fall Festival was, by my 
account, a smashing success! What 
thrilled me most was to see such a 
huge cross-section of people from 
locals to out-of-towners, from car 
enthusiasts to craft fair shoppers, 
from kids to adults, from foodie 
food trucks to fried chicken and so 
much in between! For more than 
15 years or so, I’ve been involved 
in planning, attending, chairing and 
volunteering at events in this town. 
I have a lot of experience...and 
I’ve heard a LOT of feedback. I’m 
thrilled that 99% of the comments 
from friends, neighbors, fellow 
business owners, colleagues and 
attendees were all positive. But, as 
you might understand, we cannot 
please everyone and those who are 
not pleased have been more vocal 
than in previous years.

I would like our community to 
know, and to understand, why we 
put on these events and how we 
hope to engage as many people as 
we can.

1) We love this town. We want 
other people to love this town and 
the greater Middlebury community. 
Most of our events are free to the 
public and we aim to maintain that. 
Cost should not be a barrier to entry 
at such fun stuff! We also know that 
a community thrives when more 
of its residents are engaged. At 
every turn, the BMP tries to foster 
community engagement by giving 
people the opportunity to volunteer 
and give back to the community. 
We continually collaborate with 
other organizations, like we did 

with the chamber for this event or 
as we’ve done recently with the 
Town Hall Theater during the Midd 
Summer Market series, and giving 
folks the opportunity to attend one 
of these great events that helps 
them feel connected to one another 
and our town.

2) Middlebury has a lot to 
offer. We have great coffee shops, 
restaurants, retail establishments, 
clothing, experiences, hardscape 
parks, green space, heck, we even 
have a rail platform now in this 
small town. When we plan an 
event, we want to expose these 
attributes to locals and visitors. 
Downtown changes on a regular 
basis. Can you name all the shops 
in our downtown? If you answered 
no, then you are also our target 
audience!

3) We want to support local 
businesses by highlighting them 
and bringing people into the 
downtown space. This includes 
our local creators, artisans and 
entrepreneurs. As you might 
have noticed, the BMP held 18 
Midd Summer Markets this year 
between the end of May and the 
beginning of October. We were 
able to provide a space for nearly 
a hundred local vendors to sell 
produce, pottery, t-shirts, handmade 
bags, spirits, canned goods, to-go 
food and so much more. It was 
well received by the vendors and 
the folks that made their way 
downtown to shop, socialize and 
support these wonderfully talented 
people. The weekly market also 
served as an important tool in 
revitalizing the downtown after 
construction and Covid. The area 
was rejuvenated and filled with 
energy on these evenings, despite 
some weather challenges!

4) We hold events on just about 
every day of the week during the 

year. There’s always a compelling 
reason, but sometimes the day 
we choose is bad for some local 
businesses/ establishments but 
really great for others. This is just 
the nature of the situation. It is 
simply impossible to pick a day/
time that works best for all our 
local businesses AND will bring 
people to an event downtown. The 
wheels of commerce have to move 
in order for success to permeate our 
local businesses and events, like the 
Car Show/Fall Festival, do just that.

In this social media, dare I say, 
post-COVID era, there are lots of 
ways to express an opinion. Please 
take a moment to reflect on the 
fact that the organizers of events 
have ONLY the best of intentions 
for our community. These are hard 
working people that are generally 
operating with volunteer boards 
and very minimal staff time. If 
you are interested in being a part 
of making this town even better, 
please consider volunteering 
your time to help. We can always 
improve and constructive feedback 
is always welcome. I’m here 
asking that you please consider 
the tone of your comments. This 
old adage would be great for us 
all to keep in mind: is it true, 
is it kind, is it necessary, is it 
helpful? Incidentally, this works 
for communication with our local 
businesses as well, as many have 
reported a pretty serious uptick in 
negative treatment by customers.

As a BMP board member and 
ACCOC member for many years 
I could not be more proud of the 
work that the BMP and ACCOC 
have done. I am honored to be a 
part of their success and I invite 
you to honor them with kindness 
and gratitude as well.

Amey Ryan
Salisbury

Keep choice alive in Vt., vote for Article 22/Prop 5

(See Olinick letter, Page 8A)

Letters and commentaries 
attacking Article 22/Prop 5 are 
usually self-contradictory and 
disingenuous. On one hand, 
they argue that the proposed 

constitutional amendment is 
unnecessary because Vermont law 
already guarantees abortion rights. 
On the other hand, they declare it 
dangerous to confirm these rights 

in the Constitution, since that will 
make it harder to cancel them, 
should public opinion turn against 
abortion. 

Addison Town Hall Proposal

Information Meeting

Friday, 
Nov. 4, 2022

7:00 pm
at the 

Addison 
Fire House

The proposal is for the Town of Addison to raise $2,068,019* by 
bond to be used to restore the existing Town Hall Building for 
present-day use as a town clerk’s office, committee workspace, and 
town community meeting space.

Zoom link available. 
Please call the Addison Town Clerk at 802-759-2020 

to have the link emailed to you.

*Subject to decrease pending successful grant funding

Letters can be found 
on Pages 4A, 5A, 8A, 

9A and 10A.

Eileen Lawson and Joanne Corbett 
provide eldercare counseling

By phone: 802-388-3983
By email: elawson@elderlyservices.org

Worried About Your
Elderly Relative?
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Anna Sun, 60, Middlebury

FUNERAL
MEMORIAL 
SERVICE
CREMATION
PRE-PLANNING    
 SERVICES

BROWN-McCLAY
FUNERAL HOMES

BRISTOL
802-453-2301

VERGENNES
802-877-3321

brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com

From humble beginnings based on affordable, 
trustworthy services, we have grown into a reliable 
resource your family can depend on. Rooted in our 
traditions, we stay firmly connected to the families 

we serve and the care we provide. We continue 
serving all faiths and all families in the only way we 

know how — by staying true to our heritage.

Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral Home  
117 South Main St. Middlebury, VT  

802-388-2311
sandersonfuneralservice.com

Where Our Roots Are Planted

TRADITION

Please join our

Luminary Lighting Service of Remembrance

Sunday, November 6 beginning at 4:00pm
at Triangle Park in downtown Middlebury
Rain Date: Sunday, November 13, 2022

This gathering is held to remember and honor hospice
and palliative care patients, families and caregivers.

254 Ethan Allen Highway, New Haven • 802-388-7259 • ACHHH.org

MIDDLEBURY — Our 
luminous mother, sister, daughter, 
and friend Anna Sun died peacefully 
in hospice care on Saturday, Oct. 
15, after a brief and intense battle 
with pancreatic cancer. She was 
60 years old. We will always 
remember Anna’s generosity, 
vitality, dedication to friends and 
family, and love of song. 

Anna was born in Princeton, N.J., 
on April 27, 1962. Her parents were 
both first-generation immigrants 
to the U.S. Her mother, Lihua Yu, 
was a renowned writer. Her father, 
Chih-Ree Sun, was a physicist. 
Her parents both remarried when 
Anna was in high school. Her 
stepparents, Vincent O’Leary 
and Felicia Sun, cherished Anna. 
Anna was raised for the first five 
years of her life in Taiwan by her 
maternal grandmother, Liu Hsing 
Ch’ing. This experience affected 
Anna deeply, creating a lifelong 
connection to her Chinese heritage 
and culture. After returning to the 
U.S., Anna lived in Queens and 
Schenectady, N.Y. She moved to 
Middlebury, Vt., for college. She 
spent most of the next 42 years 
there. 

Anna’s older sister, Lena Sun, 
and older brother, Eugene Sun, 
devoted profound energy and 
attention to Anna throughout her 
life, especially during her illness. 

While at Middlebury College, 
Anna met her husband, Tom 
Vanacore. They married in 1983, 
then moved to Florence, Italy, 
where their daughter Tara was 
born. They lived in Italy until 1985. 
Their son Michael was born when 
they returned to Vermont. Anna and 
Tom divorced after 11 years, but 
remained important parts of each 
other’s lives. 

One of Anna’s greatest joys 
was becoming an Abo and Nainai 
(grandmother). She spent some 
of her happiest days exploring 
Washington, D.C., and Vermont 
with her three grandchildren.  

Anna was a loyal friend who 
loved to cook, swim, bike, and 
make music with loved ones. 

ANNA SUN

Whether performing on stages 
across the state with her beloved 
Womensing singing group, telling a 
story on the Moth radio hour, acting 
in a community theater production, 
or hosting a dumpling-making 
party at her apartment, Anna sought 
and embodied community. Anna’s 
friends and family traveled from 
across the country to accompany 
her during her final weeks. The fact 
that she was never alone during 
her illness speaks to how much 
she supported the people in her 
life. Anna loved to travel, learn 
languages, and hear stories about 
people’s histories. Her door was 
always open, and her home was a 
space for people facing adversity in 
their lives. 

From 1995-2014, Anna worked 
as the Coordinator for the Chinese 
School, Chinese Department, 
French Department, and Japanese 
Department at Middlebury College. 
Subsequently, she worked as a 
caregiver, a babysitter, and a tutor. 
In the past year, she developed a 
curriculum to help local students 
become bicultural and biliterate 
in Chinese. After pausing her 
college education while raising 
kids, she earned her bachelor’s 
degree and an ESL certification 
by taking classes at Johnson State 
College and St. Michael’s College 
in Vermont. During the pandemic, 
Anna devoted hours to reading her 
mother’s short stories in Chinese, 

working virtually with teachers in 
China. After her mother’s death 
in 2020, Anna advocated for 
her writing to be translated into 
English, a project that we will 
continue in her honor. 

Anna is survived by her daughter 
Tara Sun Vanacore, son-in-law 
Joshua Axelrod, and their children 
Silas and Vera; her son Michael 
Vanacore, daughter-in-law Rosa 
Saavedra-Vanacore, and their son 
Manuel Gustavo; sister Lena Sun 
and brother-in-law Jerry Mindes 
and their children Benjamin and 
Sophie; brother Eugene Sun and 
his children Max, Eevee, and 
Chan; stepmother Felicia Sun; 
several aunts and uncles including 
Jack, Ben, Henry, and Eddie Yu and 
Cynthia, Wensen, and Kansen Chu; 
their children including Bernard, 
Wendy, Melissa, Christine, Scott, 
Michael, and Ibsen; stepsisters 
Beth O’Leary, Cathy Goldwyn, and 
Pearl Pu, and stepbrother William 
Pu. 

Anna was grateful to the surgeons 
and oncologists at UVM Medical 
Center, and to the exceptional 
nurses on Miller 5 and Baird 3 and 
6. The family would especially like 
to thank Dr. Carlos Marroquin for 
his belief in her to the end. Anna 
could not have found a better final 
home than the McClure Miller 
Respite House in Colchester, Vt. 
Deep gratitude goes to Dr. Diana 
Barnard for guiding us through 
end-of-life decisions. Please direct 
donations to the Respite House or 
to the Lois McClure-Bee Tabakin 
Hope Lodge in Burlington, which 
provides free lodging to cancer 
patients and caregivers. 

A memorial service will be held 
on Nov. 19 at the Champlain Valley 
Unitarian Universalist Society 
in Middlebury at 10:30 a.m. The 
service will be livestreamed and 
recorded. All are welcome to 
celebrate Anna’s life. 

Arrangements are under the 
direction of Sanderson-Ducharme 
Funeral Home; online condolences 
at: www.sandersonfuneralservice.
com. ◊

Richard Brileya, 79, Moriah, N.Y.
MORIAH, N.Y. — Richard 

Leland Brileya,79, of Moriah, 
N.Y., died unexpectedly on 
Sunday, October 16, 2022, 
at UVM Medical Center in 
Burlington, Vt.

He was born September 7, 
1943, in Middlebury, Vt., to 
Edward Charles Brileya and Alta 
Alberta (Bishop) Brileya. He 
attended St. Mary’s School and 
graduated from Vergennes Union 
High School in 1962.

Upon graduating, he served in 
the Air Force from September 
1962 until September 1968. He 
then worked at Standard Register 
in Middlebury, Vt., until his 
retirement. 

He is survived by his beloved 

RICHARD BRILEYA

wife of 17 years, Joyce; 2 
daughters, Brenda (Lester), and 
Melissa Mae; 2 stepsons, Rod 
and Jeff; 2 sisters, Elaine and 
Ramona; several grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren, nieces 
and nephews.

He was predeceased by his 
parents, Edward and Alta; 2 
brothers, David and Ronald; and 
2 sisters, Carolyn and Marilyn. 

Graveside services will be held 
on Saturday, November 5, at 
11 a.m., at Lakeview Cemetery 
in Shoreham, Vt., followed by 
a celebration of his life at the 
American Legion in Vergennes.

Arrangements are under the 
direction of The Sanderson-
Ducharme Funeral Home. Online 

Duane Michael Day, 78, Ripton native
EVANS, Ga. — Duane Michael 

Day, 78, of Evans, Ga., passed 
away on October 9, 2022. 

Mike was born in Ripton, Vt., 
to Philip Edson Day and Agnes 
Viola Nielsen on April 27, 1944. 
He graduated Burlington High 
School, University of Vermont and 
University of Rhode Island, and 
worked as an organic chemist for 
40 years at Hoechst, Searle and 
Pfizer. 

He married Holly Goodman on 
November 17, 2002, in Augusta, 
Ga. 

Mike was a veteran of the 
Vietnam War and remained in 
touch with his OCS classmates 
for the rest of his life. He was a 
commercial brewer at The Aiken 

Brew Pub in Aiken, S.C. 
Mike is survived by wife, Holly; 

son Sean Michael Day (Katy), 
Goose Creek, S.C.; sister Carol 
Kelly of California; sister Cricket 
Laidman (Bob) of Vermont; 
grandchildren Sophia and Kyle 
Day; sisters- and brother-in-law 
Lori Baer (Jerry), Ellen Goodman 
and Jon Goodman (Amadis) of 
Florida; and many beloved nieces 
and nephews. 

The family wishes to extend 
our sincere thanks to Dr. Colin 
McLeod, Dr. Alexis Shaefer, and 
all of the medical personnel who 
cared for him over the years.  

Memorials can be given in 
Mike’s memory to Medical 
College of Georgia Foundation, 

Neurology Movement Disorders 
Program. which can be contacted 
at www.augusta.edu/giving/gift.
php?fund=211400 or by phone 
706-421-6004. 

Funeral services will be held 2 
p.m., Saturday, Oct. 29, at St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church in Vergennes, 
Vt., with Bram Kranichfeld 
Deacon in Charge officiating. 
Zoom access is available at www.
saintpaulsvergennes.org. Burial 
will follow at Prospect Cemetery, 
Route 116, East Middlebury, Vt. 

We will miss you forever sweet 
Bear. 

Arrangements are by Platt’s 
Funeral Home, 337 North Belair 
Road, Evans, GA 30809, www.
plattsfuneralhome.com. ◊

Kathleen Kaster, 80, formerly of East Middlebury
VERGENNES — A lover of 

life and of all the natural world, 
Kate Kaster passed away at peace 
with that world on Oct. 14, 2022, 
a few days after celebrating her 
80th birthday with loving family 
and friends, in her home at the 
Vergennes Family Care home.

Kate will be remembered by her 
family and her many friends as a 
great lover of animals of all kinds 
— dogs, cats, goats, and above all 
horses. Her love of horses was a 
lifelong passion. She was able to 
translate this passion from dream 
to reality when she moved as a 
teenager from suburban New Jersey 
to a farm in Massachusetts, where 
she soon owned several horses, set 
up a riding ring in a pasture near her 
home, and began teaching riding 
to neighborhood kids. Throughout 
her life, wherever she lived, from 
the farm in Massachusetts to the 
mountains of Colorado to the hills 
of Vermont, horses were a part of 
her family. 

However, Kate was also 
dedicated to serving others, and 
horses became a fundamental 
part of her outreach to troubled 
children during her service at the 
Counseling Services of Addison 
County. She was a founding 
member of Equestrian Partnerships 
for Children, which brought 
troubled youth together with the 
calming and healing influence of 
horses, qualities which were so 
familiar to her through her lifelong 
association with them, the same 
qualities which she modeled in all 
her service and relationships with 
others.

KATHLEEN “KATE” KASTER

Fundamental to Kate’s way in 
the world was her great love of the 
outdoors; she was an inexhaustible 
hiker, snowshoer, and cross-country 
skier, always with a succession of 
canine companions. The Robert 
Frost trail near her home in 
East Middlebury was a favorite. 
Emblematic of her love of nature 
was her photography, which she 
translated into beautiful greeting 
cards. Kate loved literature, and as 
a writer, worked for several years 
on the staff of the Aspen (Colorado) 
Times. Her copious, personal 
journals are full of her love of 
nature. As she noted in one of her 
journals, “I do so love trees!”

An active member of the 
Champlain Valley Unitarian 
Universalist Society in Middlebury, 
Kate humbly, smilingly, and 
quietly served as coordinator 
of Hospitality Services for a 
number of years. She was deeply 
nourished by the spiritual life of 

the Unitarian Universalist Society, 
a true sanctuary and source of 
inner peace for Kate. Her family 
is deeply grateful to Reverend 
Barnaby Feder, Abi Sessions, and 
all the members of the church for 
the friendship, love and kindness 
with which they have embraced 
Kate during her many years as a 
member of the congregation and 
especially during the last years of 
her illness.

The family is also profoundly 
grateful to the staff of the Vergennes 
Residential Care home (the ‘Rez’), 
which Kate called home for the last 
several years of her life after she 
was no longer able to live on her 
own. Her family would like to thank 
all the staff for their remarkable 
compassion, caring, and loving 
kindness in making the last stage 
of Kate’s life one of peace. Their 
generosity and selfless service truly 
honored the special person that 
Kate was and the part she played 
in making all the lives she touched 
better in so many untold ways.

Kate’s memory may be honored 
with donations to Vergennes 
Residential Care, Champlain Valley 
Unitarian Universalist Society, and 
Eddy Farm School for Horse and 
Riders.

All are welcome to a memorial 
service for Kate at the Champlain 
Valley Unitarian Universalist 
Society in Middlebury, on Sunday, 
Oct. 30, at 2 p.m., followed by 
interment of her ashes at 4 p.m. 
at Prospect Cemetery in East 
Middlebury.

“May the Lord that loves us all 
hold her in the palm of his hand.” ◊

Tammy Lynn Shackett, 59, of Bristol
BRISTOL — After a life-long 

battle with many health issues, 
Tammy Lynn Shackett passed 
away unexpectedly surrounded by 
close family in Boston, Mass.

Tammy was born in Middlebury, 
Vt., June 16, 1963, to Charles and 
Anna (Aldrich) Clough of Bristol, 
Vt. Tammy lived in Bristol her 
entire life and attended Bristol 
Elementary, Mt. Abraham Junior 
and Senior High school, where 
she met the love of her life, 
Ronald “Peanut” Shackett. Tammy 
and Ronald were married Aug. 
27, 1988, in New Haven, Vt., 
and welcomed two sons in the 
following years. Tammy worked at 
Simmons Precision in Vergennes

When their boys entered 

TAMMY LYNN SHACKETT

school, Tammy spent a lot of 
time volunteering at the Bristol 
Elementary School. When 
she wasn’t volunteering at the 
school, Tammy could be found 
volunteering with the Bristol 
Boy Scouts. After both her boys 
finished with the scouts, Tammy 
still volunteered her time as a 
den leader and behind the scenes. 
When Tammy wasn’t volunteering 
her time with her community she 
would be found spending time with 
her family. Above all other hats 
that she wore, Mimi was her most 
favorite.

In 2016, after many years 

on a waiting list, Tammy was 
the recipient of a double lung 
transplant. She was an avid 
advocate for organ donation, as it 
saved her life and granted her with 
six more years to spend with her 
loved ones. During those six years, 
she volunteered her time, once 
again, with Donate Life between 
parades, workshops and talking 
to local drivers ed classes on the 
importance of donation organs.

Tammy is survived by her 
husband, Ronald Shackett, and 
their two boys, Adam Shackett 
(Krystal Shackett) and Tyler 
Shackett (Katy Chaplin), both of 
Bristol. Tammy is also survived 
by her three sisters, Cheryl Salebra 
(Louis Salebra Jr.) of Rutland, Vt.; 
Cindy Euber (Shawn Euber) of 
Starksboro, Vt.; and Missy Clough 
(Ron Brown) of East Middlebury, 
Vt.; along with nieces, nephews 
and her four grandkids, Belle, 
Killian, Bina and Tank, of Bristol; 
and countless people who loved 
her dearly. 

Tammy was predeceased by 
both of her parents, Charles and 
Anna Clough, her nephew Kevin 
Michaud, and her oldest grandson, 
Alexander.

Tammy wished to have a 
celebration of life. This will take 
place Saturday, Nov. 5, 2022, at 
the Bristol American Legion, from 
noon-3 p.m. We will be doing 
potluck for anybody who would 
like to bring a dish.

Donations can be made to 
gofund.me/be45f41e set up for 
Tammy and Peanut, or checks can 
be made out to Ronald Shackett 
and sent to the National Bank of 
Middlebury attn: Emily Baslow.

Other ways to honor Tammy’s 
memory would be to check to see 
if you are an organ donor. If you 
are not, and can, please consider 
giving the gift of life by signing 
up to be a donor, you could save 
multiple lives. ◊

Obituaries 
are on pages 

6A, 7A and 11A

condolences may be left at 
sandersonfuneralservice.com. ◊
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Audrey M. Newton, 88, of East Middlebury
EAST MIDDLEBURY — Audrey 

Mary (Bodette) Newton, 88, of East 
Middlebury, passed away peacefully 
on Oct. 20, 2022, at Porter Medical 
Center in Middlebury. She was born 
in Middlebury on Aug. 28, 1934, 
the daughter of Charles “Lee” and 
Katherine (Davis) Bodette.

Audrey grew up in East 
Middlebury, where she received 
her early education and graduated 
from Middlebury High School, 
class of 1952. She married Bernard 
Newton soon after, with whom she 
enjoyed 64 years of marriage until 
his passing in 2016. Audrey worked 
for many years as a sales clerk at 
the Ben Franklin Five and Dime 
store in Middlebury, and also owned 
and operated a small convenience 
store, Newton’s Market, in East 
Middlebury alongside her husband 
for several years. 

Audrey will mostly be 
remembered as a loving, loyal and 
devoted caregiver not only to her 
husband and family, but to many 
other children in her younger years, 
and to the elderly in her older years 
as a private caregiver, and as a staff 
person at the Addison House, a 
community care home for the elderly. 
She will be largely remembered 
for her kindness, compassion, and 
warmth, particularly to young 
children, the elderly, and those with 
special needs. 

When Audrey went grocery 
shopping in town, it was never a 
short trip, but one where she smiled 
and stopped for chats with other 
shoppers, and offered words of 
encouragement to staff collecting 
shopping carts from the parking lot. 
Her sense of loyalty, commitment, 
respect for others, empathy and 
sense of obligation for those in need 
served as a pillar of her family, and 
provided her children with a strong 
role model to “do unto others…” 
and also instilled a strong value of 
the importance of community. 

In her younger years, Audrey 
enjoyed attending high school 
class reunions and bringing home 
all of her classmates’ updates to 
her children at home. Audrey was 
an avid reader who frequented the 
Sarah Partridge Library in East 
Middlebury, where she also enjoyed 
leading the children’s story time for 
several years. Audrey instilled a love 
of nature in her children and taught 
them to identify a wide variety of 
birds and local plants in the woods 
of Vermont; Audrey and her children 
enjoyed searching for Running pine 
in the woods every fall to make 
their yearly Christmas Wreath by 
hand, and even discovered a Charlie 
Brown Christmas Tree one year on 
one of their excursions in the woods. 

Audrey also had a penchant for 
animals, particularly dogs and cats, 
and enjoyed leaving treats on her 

AUDREY M. NEWTON
back porch for the neighborhood 
cats. Although she will be greatly 
missed by her friends and family, 
she leaves behind a lasting legacy of 
thoughtfulness, generosity, love and 
kindness that will continue to serve 
as an inspiration, and one that will 
never be forgotten.

Audrey was predeceased by her 
loving husband of 64 years, Bernard 
E. Newton.

She is the loving mother of 
Michael Newton and wife Elaine of 
East Middlebury, Dennis Newton 
and wife Jolene of East Middlebury, 
Cory Newton and wife Mystie 
of Leicester, and Lisa Newton 
and husband Albert Solomon of 
Lexington, Mass. Audrey is survived 
by six grandchildren Joshua Newton 
(Stepheni), Jennifer Larocque (Tim), 
Reed and Rachel Solomon, and 
Brian and Maeve Newton; and five 
great-grandchildren, Christopher 
Ewell, Aisling and Finley Newton, 
and Caroline and David Larocque. 
She is also survived by her 
brothers, Davis Bodette, Bruce 
Bodette (Jeannine), and brother-
in-law, William Newton (Carolyn 
Pallescki), and many nieces and 
nephews. Audrey was predeceased 
by her parents, Katherine and 
Charles “Lee” Bodette, sister-in-

law, Eileen Bodette, half-sister 
Jackie (Bodette) Severance and 
brother-in-law, Nelson Severance, 
and half-brother Chet Bodette and 
sister-in-law, Rhea (Larocque) 
Bodette.

The family would like to thank 
the staff on the Memory Care Unit 
at Helen Porter Healthcare and 
Rehabilitation who provided loving 
care to Audrey for the last several 
years of her life.

Visiting hours will be held on 
Friday, Oct. 28, from 4-6 p.m., at the 
Miller & Ketcham Funeral Home in 
Brandon.

The funeral service will be held on 
Saturday, Oct. 29, at 10 a.m., at the 
Miller & Ketcham Funeral Home in 
Brandon. The graveside committal 
service and burial will follow at the 
family lot at Prospect Cemetery in 
East Middlebury.

Memorial gifts in lieu of flowers 
may be made in her memory to 
Homeward Bound — Addison 
County’s Humane Society, 236 
Boardman St., Middlebury, VT 
05753.

Arrangements are under the 
direction of the Miller & Ketcham 
Funeral Home in Brandon. www.
millerandketchamfuneralhome.
com.◊

Elaine O. Warren, 92, formerly of Middlebury
RUTLAND — Elaine O. 

Warren, age 92, passed away 
Saturday, Oct. 15, 2022. at Rutland 
Regional Medical Center.

Elaine was born in Middlebury, 
Vt., on May 18, 1930, the daughter 
of Charles and Blanche (Myrick) 
Otis.

She grew up in Middlebury and 
graduated from Middlebury High 
School.

On July 25, 1948, she married 
Donald R. Warren.

Survivors include her son, 
David (Becky) Warren; daughters 
Linda (Crandy) Grant and Tina 
Curler; daughter-in-law Mary ELAINE O. WARREN

Anne Warren; grandchildren Brian 
(Kim) Warren, Michael (Jennifer) 
Warren and Emily (Jonathan) 
Reynolds; great-grandchildren 
Molly, Nathan, Haley, and Joshua 
Warren and Wesley Reynolds. 

She was predeceased by her 
husband, Donald Warren and son-
in-law Tim Curler.

A private graveside service and 
burial will take place at the family 
lot in Lakeview Cemetery in 
Burlington, Vermont.

The Tossing Funeral Home 
is assisting the family with 
arrangements. ◊

Andrew “Andy” H. Royer, 88, of Derby
DERBY — Andrew “Andy” H. 

Royer, 88, of Derby, Vt., passed 
away peacefully in his sleep, early 
on Oct. 18, 2022, at his home in 
the midst of his family after a short 
battle with Pancreatic Cancer. 
He was born on March 22, 1934, 
in Irasburg, Vt., to Clement and 
Melvina (Poiree) Royer. On June 1, 
1957, he married Bertha Piette, who 
predeceased him on May 23, 1993, 
after nearly 36 years of marriage. On 
Dec. 20, 2008, he married Annette 
Tetreault (Voyer) who survives him.

Andy, fondly known as “Joe” in 
his early years, grew up at the Red 
Wing Dancehall, which was owned 
by his family. Here he developed 
his love of being around people 
and telling stories. In his early adult 
years he worked on local farms 
before joining the United States 
Army and serving his country during 
the Korean War clean-up effort. It 
was during that time that he married 
Bertha. Following his service, he 
worked a short time at the Ethan 
Allen Mill before purchasing a 
small farm in Holland, Vt., and then 
later acquiring a larger dairy farm in 
Newport Center, Vt. 

On these farms, he and Bertha 
taught their five children the value of 
faith and a strong work ethic. Andy 
developed a herd of high-scoring 
and high-producing Holsteins, 
which were admired by many in 
the dairy industry, and won many 
awards over the years. Andy retired 
from farming in 1996. During his 
retirement, he married Annette and 
they enjoyed nearly 14 wonderful 
years together, further growing his 
faith and circle of friends and family. 

He was a member of Mater Dei 
Parish of Newport, a 4th-degree 
member of the Knights of Columbus, 
Newport Elks Club 2155, and the 
American Legion. He also served 
as selectman and lister for Newport 
Center for many years. He developed 
a love for woodworking in his later 
years and enjoyed making bird and 
well houses. Watching the birds feed 
from the feeders brought him much 
joy. Andy was a Boston Red Sox 
and New England Patriots fan, and 
an avid fan of wrestling, traveling 
frequently to Sherbrooke, Quebec 
with friends for many years. He 
was fondly known as the kingpin 
for the McDonald’s breakfast club, 
where he and Annette formed many 
strong friendships. He was a proud 
and caring husband, father, brother, 
uncle, father-in-law, grandfather, 
stepdad, and devout friend. He will 
be missed by many.

He is survived by his wife, 
Annette Royer of Derby; by his 
children: Daniel Royer and his 
significant other, Reene of Newport 
Center, Vt.; Rev. Yvon Royer of 
Winooski, Vt.; Fernand Royer and 

ANDREW “ANDY” H. ROYER 

his wife Jennifer of Hardwick, Vt.; 
Diane Hanson and her husband 
Dale of South Burlington, Vt.; and 
Jacques Royer and his wife Roberta 
of Newport Center, Vt.; as well 
as 10 grandchildren and 11 great-
grandchildren. He is also survived 
by his stepchildren: Michael 
Tetreault and his wife Robin of 
Claremont, N.H.; Patrick Tetreault 
and his wife Holly of North Troy, 
Vt.; Bernard Tetreault and his 
wife Sheila of Canaan, N.H.; and 
Lucille Tetreault of Newport, Vt.; 
17 stepgrandchildren, 15 stepgreat-
grandchildren, and 2 stepgreat-
great-grandchildren. He is survived 
by his brother Raymond Royer and 
his wife Lucille of Orleans, Vt., 
numerous nieces and nephews and 

other extended family members. In 
addition to his parents and Bertha, 
he was predeceased by seven 
brothers, two sisters and his stepson 
Ronald Tetreault. 

Friends may call from 5-8 p.m. 
on Thursday Oct. 27, 2022, at the 
Curtis-Britch & Bouffard Funeral 
Home, 4670 Darling Hill Road, 
Derby. Funeral services will be held 
at 10 a.m. on Friday, Oct. 28, at 
St. Mary’s Star of the Sea Catholic 
Church in Newport, where a Mass of 
Christian burial will be celebrated by 
his son Rev. Yvon Royer. Interment 
will follow at St. Ignatius Cemetery 
in Lowell. The family invites family 
and friends to then join them at the 
St. Ignatius Parish Hall in Lowell to 
share lunch and stories of Andy’s 
many adventures.

The family thanks Orleans Essex 
VNA & Hospice and Dr. Lagoy and 
his team, and many other specialists, 
for the dedicated care they provided 
to Andrew during the recent months.

Should friends desire, 
contributions in his memory may 
be made to the Mater Dei Parish, 
191 Clermont Circle, Newport, VT  
05855, or to Orleans Essex VNA 
& Hospice, Inc., 46 Lakemont 
Road, Newport, VT 05855. On-line 
condolences at curtis-britch.com. 
Arrangements are entrusted to the 
care of Curtis-Britch & Bouffard 
Funeral Home, & Cremation 
Service.◊

The Independent will publish 
paid obituaries and free notices 
of passing. Paid obituaries cost 
25 cents per word and will be 
published, as submitted, on the 
date of the family’s choosing. For 
those who do not wish to purchase 
an obituary, the Independent 
offers a free notice of passing up 
to 100 words, subject to editing 
by our news department. Photos 
(optional) with either paid obituaries 
or free notices cost $10 per photo. 
Obituaries may be emailed to 
obits@addisonindependent.com.

Submissions must be received 
by 11 a.m. on Wednesday for 
publication in the Thursday paper. 
Email obits@addisonindependent.
com or call 802-388-4944 for more 
information.

Obituary 
Guidelines

Obituaries 
are on pages 

6A, 7A and 11A
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Sponsored by: 
Hawthorne Club and 

the Henry Sheldon Museum 
of Vermont History

“What do the Midterms Mean 
for American Democracy?”  

A talk by 

Howard Dean,
former six-term Governor of Vermont and 
Democrat candidate for President in 2004

Champlain Valley Unitarian Universalist Society 
2 Duane Ct., Middlebury, VT 05753

Thursday, November 10 at 7:30 p.m.

Opponents rant that a 
constitutional right to reproductive 
autonomy will make Vermont 
a destination for “late-term 
abortions” or “abortion up until 
birth,” although legislative 
and medical authorities state 
emphatically that there is no 
such thing as “elective late-term 
abortion.” Ninety-three percent 
of abortions are performed in the 
first trimester. Abortions late in 
pregnancy are never elective, but 
always emergencies caused by 
serious fetal abnormality or danger 
to a pregnant woman’s health. ( 
See George Till guest editorial in 
the Independent here: tinyurl.com/
TillOnAbortion and Judy Stern: 
tinyurl.com/SternOnAbortion.) 

Opponents of Article 22 warn 
that if everyone has reproductive 
autonomy, men will be able to 
require or forbid their partners 
to terminate pregnancies or use 
contraceptives. This is a baseless 
claim. Women will continue to 
make their own reproductive 
decisions in consultation with 
whomever they choose. Another 
false alarm is that under the 
amended state Constitution, 
medical providers will be required 
to perform abortions and other 
procedures that violate their 

consciences. But as a recent 
commentary by a UVM nurse 
attests, practitioners aren’t 
currently forced to participate 
in these procedures and passage 
of Article 22 won’t change 
the situation (tinyurl.com/
NurseOnAbortion).

Finally, inclusion of language 
about “compelling state interests” 
was deliberately inserted in 
Article 22 to strengthen, not 
weaken, all aspects of personal 
reproductive autonomy (tinyurl.
com/ACLUonAbortion).

The Supreme Court’s cynical 
reversal of Roe v Wade after 
half a century has created chaos 
and misery. Reactionary state 
legislatures have left women 
desperate for abortion assistance 
and well-meaning doctors 
powerless to help, fearing loss 
of their licenses or even criminal 
prosecution. 

The arbitrary contention that an 
embryo or fetus is a “person” with 
an absolute “right to life” despite 
the circumstances of its creation, 
the age of the pregnant woman or 
the threat to her physical, mental 
or economic well-being, is already 
taking a horrible toll. For just a 
few examples: A woman can die 
of sepsis because doctors don’t 
dare remove a non-viable fetus 

which still exhibits some “life” 
functions; a woman may be denied 
life-saving chemotherapy lest it 
harm a pregnancy which may not 
be terminated; a 10-year-old child 
raped by a family member must 
flee to a distant state or undergo a 
pregnancy and delivery that could 
ruin her life. Who would have 
thought these nightmares possible 
in 21st-century America? 

This is only the beginning for 
the religious zealot majority on the 
Supreme Court, who recognize no 
right to privacy and long to unite 
church and state. Cancellation of 
marriage equality and the right to 
contraception is clearly on their 
agenda and all too attainable.

The issue in this election is 
simple and clear: whether we 
have a right to make personal 
reproductive health decisions or 
whether the state should control 
them.

Don’t let the obfuscation 
campaign by abortion opponents 
distort the point of Article 
22. Let’s keep choice alive in 
Vermont, not only for Vermonters, 
but for residents of other states 
who see us as a point of light in 
the current political darkness. Vote 
yes.

Judy Olinick
Middlebury

Olinick letter
(Continued from Page 5A)

Letters to the Editor

Guidance needed on the handling of outdoor cats

In the race for Addison County 
Sheriff, I’m encouraging everyone 
to vote for Independent Mark 
Stacey. Mark is a veteran police 
officer from Vergennes who 
boasts that among his proudest 
accomplishments in his long 
career is never having a physical 
altercation with a civilian. Of all 
the candidates, Mark seems to best 
understand the need to change the 
way policing works, especially 
when it comes to protecting and 
serving minority members of our 
community. 

And in light of the sad current 
state of affairs in the Addison 
County Sheriff’s Department, it’s 
critical that someone comes into 
that office with a fresh set of eyes 
and fixes what’s wrong with the 
department.

I’m also proud to endorse 
Democrat Eva Vekos for Addison 
County State’s Attorney. Eva is a 
seasoned criminal court litigator, 
with 20+ years’ experience 
handling tough cases while 
protecting our constitutional 
rights. As a defense attorney, she 
has a first-hand understanding of 
how the system works and how it 
fails us, and is motivated to fix the 
problems.

There is a growing movement 
of former defense attorneys getting 
elected to prosecution roles, and all 
over the country this new wave of 
reform prosecutors is tackling tough 
problems, re-focusing their offices’ 
efforts on the crimes that matter 
most, and producing better results.

True public safety comes not 
only from prosecuting serious 

crimes, but from addressing the 
underlying problems that lead to 
the more minor “quality of life” 
crimes that clog up our court system 
and keep people trapped in a multi-
generational cycle of poverty, 
addiction and crime. A successful 
prosecutor needs more than one 
tool in their toolbox, and Eva has 
laid out a strategy of expanding the 
use of restorative justice programs 
that have been proven to be more 
effective than the outdated “tough 
on crime” approach in actually 
reducing crime and improving 
community safety.

It’s time to change the status 
quo. Vote Reform. Vote for Eva 
Vekos and Mark Stacey!

Dave Silberman
High Bailiff, Addison County

Middlebury

Stacey, Vekos touted for sheriff, court positions

The debate about whether or 
not cats should be allowed outside 
unattended has been staunchly 
fought in recent years, but less 
often discussed is the tension 
between people who let their cats 
roam and concerned neighbors 
who unwittingly mistake pet cats 
as lost or abandoned and either 
“cat-nap” them or bring them to a 
shelter. I recently saw this tension 
unfold on a Facebook post for 
a lost cat at Addison County’s 
Homeward Bound, and I was 
surprised by some people who 
replied with false assumptions 
about feline resiliency and the 
suggestion that outdoor cats 
should be “left alone.” Our society 
gives domestic cats a boundary-
less freedom no other pet enjoys. 

As the owner of an indoor-
outdoor cat, I know the 
responsibility is on owners to help 
the community identify which cats 
have a home to return to. Doing so 
not only frees up shelter resources 
for truly lost and stray pets, it also 
helps our adventure felines live 
happier, safer lives.

The first and most important 
thing an owner can do to 

distinguish their pet cat from 
a stray is spay or neuter them. 
Anyone who finds an unaltered cat 
has reason to be concerned about 
that animal’s wellbeing. Intact 
males can be extremely territorial 
and aggressive with other cats to 
claim territory. Not only can that 
lead to injuries and disease for 
both animals, it also increases the 
chances of them wandering further 
and further away from the safety 
of their home. Spraying urine to 
mark their territory can quickly 
become a nuisance in a neighbor’s 
garden or community green space, 
and the high pitch of their yowling 
mating calls is enough to wake 
even a heavy sleeper. 

An intact female can birth 
upwards of 100 kittens over the 
course of her reproductive years. 
There are simply not enough 
homes for all of her offspring, 
and litters of kittens born 
outdoors are likely to suffer high 
mortality rates and injury. We’re 
fortunate to live in a state that 
offers spay and neuter subsidies. 
Addison County’s Homeward 
Bound Humane Society is a great 
resource to turn to for low-cost 

spay and neuter information.
Microchipping is also a crucial 

step to ensure you are reunited 
with your cat in the event that 
someone misidentifies it as a stray 
and brings it to a shelter or if it’s 
found injured and taken to a vet. 
This can often be done during a 
spay or neuter appointment.

Lastly, invest in a stash of 
quick-release collars. A collar is 
the simplest and cheapest way for 
a neighbor to visually determine if 
a cat is a stray or not. These collars 
are designed to release if they get 
snagged on a branch or fence to 
prevent strangulation. It’s helpful 
to keep a few on hand to replace 
the ones your cat is bound to lose.

As the nights get colder, it’s 
only natural for animal lovers in 
our community to be concerned 
for the cats they come across. I 
use these questions to help assess 
whether or not an unfamiliar 
cat might be a lost pet or stray: 
does the cat have a collar? Is it 
especially thin or hungry? Is there 
discharge around its eyes or nose? 
Does it appear intact? Is it missing 
fur? Does it have signs of parasites 
or a bloated belly? 

Homeward Bound should 
consider circulating a list of 
questions for guidance, too. I’m 
grateful we have a local humane 
society that attempts to reunite 
pets and their owners, and that 
stray animals have a safe haven 
to go where they won’t be put on 
“death row” if they’re unclaimed. 
But at the end of the day, the 
responsibility is on owners to take 
the guesswork out of the stray cat 
question.

Erica A. Langston
Shoreham

Letters can be found 
on Pages 4A, 5A, 8A, 

9A and 10A.
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Hardworking • Committed
Compassionate

PO Box 165, Vergennes, VT
(802) 877-2230

@RepDianeLanpher
Paid for by the Committee to Re-elect Diane Lanpher • Treasurer - Jim Lanpher

Addison • Ferrisburgh • New Haven
Panton • Vergennes • Waltham

Lanpher
Rep. Diane
Re-elect

VT State Representative

WIMETT
TRADING COMPANY

802•465•4688

USED

Michael Jackman, 50 Years Experience 
David Wimett, 37 Years Experience
Mark Grant, 9 Years Experience

2668 Route 7 • Leicester, VT 05733 • wimetttradingco@gmail.com

Wimett Trading Company
at the Big White Barn in Leicester

802-465-4688 

2013 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER,
AWD, V6, 3rd row seat, loaded,143k miles

$15,995

AFFORDABLE, SAFE & RELIABLE
USED CARS AND TRUCKS

We also buy cars, 
locate specialty orders 

& consider consignments 
Call Dave for an appointment

2015 CHEVY CRUZE LT,
auto, loaded, 100k miles

$10,995

2018 TOYOTA RAV 4 LE,
AWD, auto, loaded, 33k miles

$27,995

2016 NISSAN FRONTIER SV KING CAB,
4X4, V-6, auto, 108k miles

$20,995
More than  a decadeof delivering Quality!

NO SPOOKY CARS AT WIMETT’S

2012 CHEVY SILVERADO 4X4,
Reg Cab, 5.3 V8, only 86k miles!

$18,995

,

Climate matters
Perspectives on Change

30th in a series
By GREG DENNIS

On paper it looks like Vermont has done a 
lot to address climate change. 

There’s more money in the state budget 
for clean energy programs. The state has a 
Climate Action Plan. There are new guidelines 
for “environmental justice,” and the Global 
Warming Solutions Act commits the state to 
meet climate goals or face difficult litigation.

Will next month’s election bring new hope 
for the Vermont climate movement or more 
challenges? It’s too early to say, but we can 
make some educated guesses. 

There’s going to be big turnover in the new 
legislative session; of the 150 Vermont House 
members, 43 aren’t running for re-election.

Chris Pearson and Sarah Copeland Hanzas, 
chairs of the House Climate Caucus who were 
so instrumental in approval of the Climate 
Action Plan, have left the building. Becca 
Balint’s leadership in the Vermont Senate will 
be missed as she runs for to the U.S. House.

One huge factor will remain: the governor’s 
skepticism about climate action. 

Whatever you think of Gov. Phil Scott — and 
many Vermonters like him — political habits 
die hard even in the face of the climate crisis, 
and Vermonters do love their Republican 
governors. So many Democrats voted for 
Scott in 2020, apparently delirious that he 
wasn’t an anti-vaxxer, that he took nearly 
70% of the vote from David Zuckerman, 
a popular lieutenant governor. Despite the 
overwhelmingly Democratic electorate, Scott 
seems a dead lock to be re-elected this fall for 
a fourth term over Brenda Siegel, his savvy 
but largely unknown Democratic opponent. 

One key question for 2023: Can the 
legislature muscle through clean heat and 
renewable energy standards, and overcome 

Scott’s intransigent opposition to restrictions 
on fossil fuel businesses? 

The heat standard nearly passed this year 
over Scott’s all-too-typical veto. In fact, the 
veto override fell short only when a House 
member who had initially voted for the 
bill reversed himself. Rep. Thomas Bock 
of Chester, a Democrat, had the dubious 
distinction of being for it before he was 
against it.

The Renewable Energy Standard would set 
the amount of renewable energy that utilities 
need to include in their portfolios. One concern 
among the state’s environmental groups is 
what constitutes “renewable.” 350 Vermont 
has been especially adamant in warning about 
green washing through the phony claim that 
gas is renewable when it’s just the same old 
poison in a new bottle. 

Can these organizations find common 
ground and enough votes to overcome a veto 
from Governor No? It won’t be easy.

On a related issue, the Green Mountain 
State could be a leader in permanently setting 
aside forests to sequester carbon emissions, an 
essential step in the Climate Action Plan. But 
Scott also vetoed H.606, a bill that would have 
set goals of conserving 30% of Vermont’s land 
by 2030 and 50% by 2050.

Moreover, there’s still plenty of shortsighted 
NIMBY sentiment when it comes to siting 
solar projects. And as the energy brainiacs 
among us will point out, there are challenges 
with the existing electrical grid that make it 
harder to add and use more green energy.

It ain’t all bad news, though. 
The new federal infrastructure and 

“inflation reduction” laws will pump millions 
into Vermont climate and resiliency projects. 

The all-but-certain new state treasurer, 
Mike Pieciak, says he wants to explore 

having the state 
divest of risky 
i n v e s t m e n t s 
in fossil fuel 
companies. If 
Vermont does divest, 
it would join the state of Maine, piles 
of public money held by New York and 
California, and other funds worth trillions, 
which have all pledged to move their money 
out of companies that profit from fossil fuels.

Locally, the retirement of Republican Rep. 
Harvey Smith pits an opponent of climate 
action (Republican Jon Christiano) against an 
advocate for doing more on climate (Democrat 
Jubilee McGill). The newly redrawn 
Addison-5 district now encompasses a portion 
of Middlebury, in addition to Weybridge, 
much of New Haven and Bridport.

It’s also easy to find many grassroots efforts 
addressing the climate crisis. The ACORN 
energy and food co-ops have been at it for 
years. The Climate Economy Action Center 
(CEAC) has drafted a climate action plan for 
Addison County, building on a substantial 
study that identified our biggest local 
greenhouse gas emitters. 

CEAC also convened two climate 
roundtables that brought together over 20 
local organizations taking action to address 
climate change in housing, transportation, 
home heating and waste treatment. 

The Pollinator Pathways effort, along with 
“WindowDresser” projects in Bristol and 
Middlebury, show the appeal of hands-on 
volunteer work. And whatever happens at the 
state level, these local citizen-led efforts will 
soldier on.

——————
Greg Dennis is a writer, Cornwall resident 

and longtime environmental activist.

Vermont’s climate politics and the midterms

Letters to the Editor

Let’s re-boot abortion discussion
Given the continuing national 

dispute about abortion and the 
law, it is important to go “back 
to basics.” Why is abortion so 
controversial?  Opponents and 
proponents of abortion both tend 
to obscure the core problem. 

One can begin by recognizing 
that abortion is not an intrinsic 
good. This point was brought 
home to me by my friend the 
late David VanVleck. David was 
a dedicated supporter of legal 
abortion and Planned Parenthood, 
but he reminded me that 
“abortion is a failure of planned 
parenthood.” Indeed! A young 
woman making plans for her life 
ahead may list many anticipated 
goods: health, friends, a happy 
marriage, having children. She is 
not, however, looking forward to 
an abortion. Abortion arises when 
a desirable life plan goes awry; 
it is a remedial procedure for 
life’s shocks and wrong turns. Put 
most directly: abortion may be a 
basic legal right, but it is not an 
intrinsic good.

When some intrinsic good is 
thwarted by a pregnancy, abortion 
may be an acceptable response. 
Almost everyone agrees that if 
a woman’s life is threatened, 
abortion is permissible. Many, 
but not all, believe that pregnancy 
after rape or incest is permissible. 
Beyond those drastic situations 
pro-life supporters accuse pro-
choice supporters of advocating 
“abortion on demand.” But there 
are clear limits to “abortion on 
demand.” As Dr. George Till, 
an OB/GYN pointed out in The 
Addison Independent (Sept. 22, 
2022), the code of medical ethics 
in Vermont intervenes in abortions 
after 22 weeks and 6 days. 
Medical-ethical review adjudicates 
the conflict between the reasons 
for the abortion and the right to 
life of the viable fetus. 

Medical ethics are not 
the only ethical checks on 
abortion on demand. The 
ethical appropriateness for any 
abortion is a balance between the 
woman’s problem and abortion 
as an acceptable remedy. It is 
that balance that is the heart of 
the controversy. The extremes 
of pro-life and pro-choice seem 
irreconcilable. Pro-life: no 
abortions except for threat to the 
woman’s life. Pro-choice: no 
prohibition on abortion except 
for late term abortions subject to 
medical-ethical permission. There 
is no broad ethical middle ground. 
Pro-lifers seem insensitive to the 
variety of serious non-medical 
problems that can face a particular 
pregnancy. Pro-choice “abortion 
on demand” seems to ignore 
obvious non-medical ethical 
prohibitions. Abortion for sex 

choice is an example.
Unhappily the ethically complex 

middle ground to guide abortion 
decisions is ignored by both sides 
— a deep failure of practical and 
political wisdom.

The major impediment to 
dialogue between Pro-Life and 
Pro-Choice is a fundamental 
disagreement about the moral 
status of life in the womb. Both 
sides seek a ”bright line” which 
determines moral status. Pro-Life 
claims that full moral status exists 
from the moment of conception 
because the fertilized egg already 
possesses unique DNA. Pro-
Choice “abortion on demand” 
permits abortion up to the “bright 
line” at viability after which 
medical ethics may check demand. 

These presumed bright lines are 
important markers, but they are 
not sufficient to establish the case 
for either side. Common language 
and everyday ethics are much 
richer. Any abortion decision 
must assess the progressive stages 
of fetal development along with 
the complex medical, personal 
and social conditions of the 
pregnant woman. Pro-Life faces 
the fact that common language 
enshrines different values to 
stages of growth. From seed to 
shoot to sapling to oak we assign 
value. If I order fried chicken, 
I will not settle for a fried egg. 
Early miscarriage or medically 
dictated abortion does not cause 
the anguish of still birth. These 
homely examples may seem 
irrelevant to the hard science of 
DNA, but they are the experiences 
through which we express our 
common moral and emotional life.

A similar resort to common 
language and emotion affects the 
Pro-Choice’s seeming indifference 
to stages of fetal growth. One 
woman seeks an abortion deeply 
distressed because her pregnancy 
is a serious threat, another woman 
is overjoyed with the life within. 
Both women are talking about the 
same sort of biological reality. The 
second woman is not mistaken in 
assigning high value to fetal life. 
The woman seeking an abortion 
cannot reduce the fetus to neutral 
or malignant tissue to justify her 
abortion. If Pro-Life imparts too 
much value to DNA, Pro-Choice 
slights value by suggesting that 
fetal life is not subject to moral 
and emotional assessment. 

Final comment: Bright line 
morality can translate into 
enforceable law which will turn 
out to be either too prohibitive 
or too permissive. We should 
abandon legal solutions, fostering 
instead, the rich moral discussion 
that abortion deserves.

Dennis O’Brien
Middlebury

Bevere endorsed as top prosecutor
It is with great pleasure that we 

write in support of Peter Bevere 
for Addison County State’s 
Attorney. We have known Pete 
for decades and, as such, we can 
attest to his stellar character, 
his tremendous work ethic, and 
his heartfelt commitment to the 
citizens of Addison County. A 
consummate professional and a 
long-time, devoted member of this 
community, he approaches his job 
with fairness and compassion. 

And, to be clear, there is 
absolutely no substitute for his 
many years of experience as 

a prosecutor. A deputy state’s 
attorney in Addison County for 
several years, he currently serves 
as Addison County’s interim 
state’s attorney. Prior to that 
he served as the deputy state’s 
attorney in Rutland County, 
assistant state’s attorney in 
Chittenden County, and assistant 
district attorney in Massachusetts. 

We are proud to support Peter’s 
candidacy for Addison County 
State’s Attorney and we urge you 
to join us in voting for him.    

Sue and Bob Ritter
Middlebury

Lanpher, Birong merit re-election
With politicians, what you 

see is not always what you get. 
Rob North positions himself as a 
centrist Republican, aligned with 
Gov. Scott. But is he really? If 
you compare his fervent embrace 
of Gov. Scott and his generic 
calls for “balance” with the 
very few concrete positions he 
actually takes, it sure seems that 
he is hoping to obscure his radical 
positions behind a fog bank of 
unspecified “common sense.” 

Our governor was the first in the 
nation to travel primarily in an all-
electric vehicle. You can Google 
that. Mr. North says he’s not 
against electric vehicles, it’s just 
that actual moves to transition to 
electric are premature. That’s not 
“balanced.” Mr. North is for “the 
environment;” he’s just against 
the Global Warming Solutions 
Act. Not “balanced.” Mr. North is 
for clean water, he’s just against 
doing anything to regulate the 
industrial dairy runoff that drives 
cyanobacteria. Not “balanced.” 

Mr. North is against abortion; 
he just won’t articulate how to 
balance concern for a fetus with 
concern for the life, well-being 
and rights of a mother. Now that’s 
not balanced either. 

Addison-3 has two qualified 
and experienced legislators in 
Diane Lanpher and Matt Birong. 
They state their positions and 
are accountable for them. You 
can look it up. People on Front 
Porch Forum repeatedly asked 
Rob North to clarify his positions, 
particularly on abortion, but 
he never did. Diane and Matt 
understand that it takes candor, 
concrete positions, and hard 
decisions to represent us in 
Montpelier. Please look at these 
candidates carefully. 

Look beyond the yard signs, 
bland generalities, and unrealistic 
promises. Your voice is important, 
so please vote by Nov. 8.

Paula Moore
Panton

Letters can be found 
on Pages 4A, 5A, 8A, 

9A and 10A.

Middlebury Airport flight counts misleading in rush to development
I was interested to read 

John Flowers’ Oct. 13 article 
about the Vermont Agency of 
Transportation’s method for 
calculating flight operations at 
the Middlebury airport, as I had a 
similar conversation with a couple 
of officials from VTrans during 
their open house last month. I’m 
afraid the article may have missed 
a few things.

First, according to the 
manufacturer’s website, 
“G.A.R.D.” (General Audio 
Recording Device) was designed 
“to monitor and record any 
radio traffic.” Equating radio 
traffic with flight operations 
is a bit of a leap, especially at 
a facility where the primary 
business on site specializes in 
repairing airplane electronics, 
including radios. Unless someone 
is manually reviewing all of 
the radio traffic and sifting out 
anything that’s doesn’t pertain to 
a specific operation, then the data 
is nebulous, at best. Dividing the 
clicks by three isn’t good enough. 
The system doesn’t differentiate 
transmissions from aircrafts 
arriving or leaving from chatter 
generated by planes passing 
overhead or parked on the ground. 
Anyone who lives near the airport 
knows the daily number of flight 
operations seldom rises above 
single digits. Oddly enough, 
during a conversation with the 
guys from VTrans after the open 
house they mentioned numbers 
precisely in the range that I 
would have expected. However, 
in a subsequent email exchange, 
they walked back those numbers 
claiming they “misspoke” and 
more than doubled the numbers 
they gave previously.

Second, the “less predictable” 
numbers from the Vermont 
National Guard are sporadic, 
true, but they’re nothing like 
the “average of 800 military 
operations at the Middlebury 
Airport each year” mentioned in 
the article. It’s a few helicopters 
a few times per month. We 
know this all too well, because 
it invariably happens around the 

FAA and various radar and radio 
tracking mechanisms. Maybe it 
would be simpler to hire interns to 
hang out at the airport and count 
the actual planes. Anything that 
would produce credible numbers 
would be an improvement.

As the article states, “advocates 
are using those projections to help 
make their case for upgrades,” 
so clearly they have a vested 
interest in big numbers. No doubt, 
the FAA budget has limits. The 
goal is more hangars, lighting, 
improved facilities, all in the 
name of economic development. 
It didn’t work with the last 
$3million expansion, but maybe 
if they throw more money at it 
… if you build it, they will come. 
Then what? Businesses all over 
town are already understaffed, 
operating at reduced capacity, 

shorter hours and fewer days, 
paying all kinds of premiums, 
and turning down work because 
there aren’t enough people to do 
the jobs that are already here. 
Presumably upgrading the airport 
will make a handful of hobby 
pilots happy and improve the lot 
of a couple of small businesses, 
but if economic development is 
truly the goal here, then clearly 
we have more pressing issues to 
consider. I should think a more 
effective approach would focus 
on making Middlebury a place 
people want to live. That requires 
adequate housing, reasonable 
property taxes, and infrastructure 
that enhances the quality of life 
here rather than degrading it.

Louise Prescott
Middlebury

time we’re drifting off to sleep — 
one doesn’t sleep through these 
operations, so we never miss them. 
A call to the National Guard’s 
public information office was 
very helpful in getting answers to 
questions about this. Apparently, 
they come to Middlebury because 
the lack of lighting at the airfield 
allows them to train for operations 
with night-vision equipment, 
which might be hindered by the 
addition of runway lights. The last 
we heard, they were making final 
preparations to head overseas, and 
we wish them a safe deployment 
and speedy homecoming.

Third, the Independent article 
mentioned FAA master records that 
were apparently generated several 
years ago, but didn’t compare 
any of this to the numbers offered 
in the material presented at the 
Master Plan public meeting back in 
June. In that case, the “TAF Based 
Aircraft & Airport Operations” 
(slide 17) showed a steady 
decline in both based aircraft and 
operations since 2010. This was 
corroborated during the open 
house when VTrans officials and 
local airport users alike described 
the airport being much busier in 
bygone days. However, a few 
slides later, the “Recommended 
Forecasts” show steady growth. 
One is naturally skeptical when the 
numbers don’t add up.

There are other options for 
counting flight operations. 
Companies like FlightAware use a 
combination of data feeds from the 

Lettersto the editor
The Addison Independent encourages 

you to write letters to the editor. 
We print signed letters only. Include 

an address and telephone number, too, 
so we can clear up any questions.

Send it to: Letters to the Editor, 
Addison Independent, 58 Maple St., 
Middlebury, VT 05753. Or email to 
news@addisonindependent.com.
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BradfordKitchenAndBath.com

Ask us about our in-house financing.

WE’LL DELIVER THE KITCHEN OR BATH OF YOUR DREAMS — FOR A PRICE YOU CAN AFFORD!

BOO!
Treat y� rse�  �  a new kitchen �  bath

WE CAN HELP DESIGN YOUR NEW

OUTDOOR KITCHEN!

• KITCHEN & BATH DESIGN • PLUMBING FIXTURES • CABINETRY & COUNTERTOPS • HARDWARE & MORE!

Paid for by Michael Elmore for Sheriff, PO Box 220, Vergennes, VT 05491

Accomplished
• 4-year college degree in Criminal Justice
• Received the Gaiotti Award for honesty, loyalty, and enthusiasm for the 
Law Enforcement Profession
• Addison County Law Enforcement Officer of the Year in 2020

Certified
• As the only Level 3 certified police officer running for Sheriff, I am ready 
and able to lead the department in serving Addison County.

Fair
• No matter who you are or what political party you choose, I am here to 
serve all of Addison County. 

Vote for 
Michael 
Elmore,

the 
candidate
who is . . .

Letters can be found on Pages 4A, 5A, 8A, 9A, 10A.

Letters to the Editor
Don’t further dilute local control, vote ‘no’ on merger

Back in 2017, a group 
of concerned citizens from 
Starksboro attempted to work 
with the newly formed Mt. Abe 
Unified School District (MAUSD) 
administration to address some 
energy efficiency opportunities 
at Robinson School. We had 
gathered estimates for installing 
heat pumps in the classrooms, 
solicited expert advice for keeping 
the existing boilers, procured an 
offer for a professional energy 
audit, lined up support from the 
Robinson School administration 
and teachers to incorporate 
learnings from these efforts in 
their curriculum, and secured 
backing from Efficiency Vermont. 
Starksboro would have taken 
significant steps towards reducing 
our carbon footprint by shifting 

the heating and cooling of our 
school from oil to our local solar 
panels, lowering our property 
tax payments for energy costs, 
educating and inspiring our 
students about the benefits of 
clean energy, and improving our 
school.

But the MAUSD administration 
shut us down. They spent $35,000 
of the Robinson reserve funds 
on unnecessary new boilers and 
were not interested in supporting 
our local efforts to improve our 
school and community. Despite 
multiple on-going attempts, 
the local volunteers were not 
allowed to pursue improving the 
“District’s School.” As a result, 
we have suffered a frustrating 
loss of community “voice” and 
volunteerism and missed out on 

energy cost and carbon savings 
that could have been avoided had 
we not merged.

While this is a disappointing 
story from long ago, it likely 
portends what could only become 
an even greater loss of local voice 
and control with the merging 
of MAUSD and the Addison 
Northwest School District 
(ANWSD). With twice the number 
of towns in a new district and 
diluted representation from each 
town, we should expect any hopes 
of local decisions and community 
engagement regarding our schools 
to diminish significantly. 

Please don’t dilute our local 
control any further; vote no on the 
merger.

Richard Faesy
Starksboro

Bristol police chief endorses Stacey for sheriff
I have had the pleasure, honor 

and privilege to work with Mark 
Stacey at the Addison County 
Sheriff’s Department.

He was the first to offer 
assistance and guidance when 
I was hired. He was always 
willing to help his fellow 
deputies complete details. He was 
committed to learning and sharing 
with others current acceptable 
law enforcement procedures, 
prioritizing a de-escalation 
approach to calls for service. With 
his guidance, we improved our 
service to the communities we 
served. He displayed compassion 

and empathy with everyone he 
encountered.

Although we work at different 
law enforcement agencies now, he 
continues to provide guidance and 
assistance to myself and others.

Mark holds the position of 
Addison County Traffic Safety 
Coordinator, through the 
Vergennes Police Department. In 
this position he has coordinated 
Governor’s Highway Safety Grant 
patrols with the law enforcement 
agencies in Addison County. 
His leadership has improved 
communication between agencies, 
increasing the number of 

interdepartmental patrols. 
Mark has been serving in law 

enforcement for over 20 years. He 
previously served as a selectboard 
member for the town of Leicester 
and was manager of a local car 
dealership.

His experience and leadership 
more than qualify him for the 
position of Addison County sheriff.

For a new vision and direction 
at the Addison County Sheriff’s 
Department, please join me in 
electing Mark Stacey as your next 
Addison County sheriff.

Bruce Nason
Bristol

Scott economic policies steeped in outdated ideals
Vermont is lucky compared 

with other states under 
Republican governors. Gov. Phil 
Scott is no raving Trumpite!

However, his economic thought 
reflects old Republican ideas.

He would not consider more 
social program expenses due to 
budget worries. Do we want a 
resilient and intelligent workforce 

and functioning families?
If so, investment is necessary.
Wealthy Vermonters can afford 

more taxes to maintain state 
needs.

Savings can be made in 
“Corrections” to fund real human 
services. So-called counseling 
in jails only prepares people to 
live in jails. Statistics show more 

police do not give us less crime.
For more money, look at 

VTrans. Two examples: Route 
7 south of Shelburne is paved 
three lanes wide, but only two 
are used; and local state airport 
expansion serves only wealthy 
plane owners.

Geoffrey Cobden
Weybridge

MAUSD/ANWSD merger would lead to more changes
At its recent “Q & A” meetings 

in Bristol and Vergennes, the 
MAUSD-ANWSD Merger Study 
Committee claimed that the 
upcoming merger vote is “only” 
about merging governance.  That 
may be technically true. But as 
all of the committee’s meetings, 
transportation studies, mailings, 
fliers and its 152-page report to 
the Vermont Agency of Education 
make perfectly clear, the intention 
is to merge governance in order to 
enable:

• merging superintendents’ 
offices;

• revoking towns’ right to vote 
on the future of their elementary 

schools;
• removing all 6th-graders from 

their town elementary schools 
and moving them to one middle 
school; and

• merging high schools and 
middle schools, placing one in 
Bristol and the other in Vergennes, 
causing longer bus rides for more 
students at a very high cost.

In 2016 MAUSD, the five towns 
of Bristol, Lincoln, Monkton, New 
Haven and Starksboro approved 
a merger of their school districts. 
Since then, we have experienced 
less fiscal transparency; less board 
oversight; less communication 
between our schools and the 

school board; less communication 
between our communities and the 
board; less authority of principals 
for school budgeting, staffing, and 
supervision of staff; and more top-
down decision making.

In light of that experience, 
why would we vote to move 
governance even farther from our 
schools than it has already been 
moved? Why would we believe 
that the proposed merger is a good 
idea?

For more information please 
visit StoptheMerger.info.

Nancy Cornell and Susan 
Klaiber

Starksboro

Proposition 5 is vague, dangerous and unnecesary
All of us want our health care 

decisions kept between us and our 
doctors. These are the professionals 
that know us and that we have come 
to respect and trust with our care. I 
do not want any “compelling State 
interest” to make decisions for me 
regarding my health care.

Before you vote on Proposition 

5, Article 22 on Nov. 8, I ask you 
to read the proposal you are voting 
on, including all the words, without 
bias or preconceived ideas. Please 
consider that the word “individual” 
can be either male or female, at any 
age. And if there’s any question on 
who’s reproductive rights would be 
affected, the courts would decide 

whether the father’s or the mother’s 
wishes would be honored.

Because of the purposely vague 
wording of this proposal, and 
current laws already in effect, this 
constitutional change is dangerous 
and unnecessary. Please vote No.

Barbara Buskey R.N.
Addison

GOP won’t condemn insurrection as election nears
On Oct. 13 the House Select 

Committee investigating the causes 
and implications of the January 6 
invasion of the Capitol conducted 
its final televised session before 
formally concluding its business and 
publishing its findings. The hearing 
was aired by all major networks 
except, once again, Fox News.

I did not think there could be 
much additional to report, since the 
previous hearings had established 
with the great clarity that Trump 
and his advisors, concerned that 
he would lose the election weeks 
before the vote, drew up plans to 
deny the validity of the results and 
to plot ways for Trump to stay in 
office. After more than 60 post-
election attempts by Trumpists to 
challenge Biden’s victory were held 
to be groundless is federal courts, 
Trump and select advisors devised 
a scheme by which the legitimate 
electors from three closely contested 
states that went for Biden would 
be replaced by electors selected by 
those states’ Republican legislatures 
and who would cast votes for 
Trump instead.

Trump set the rally for January 

6 because that was the day the 
election results would be formally 
certified by Congress. Trump 
supporters of all stripes, including 
the armed, right-wing Proud Boys 
and Oath Keepers were urged to 
come and that the event would, 
in the President’s words, “be 
wild.” Days prior Trump and close 
advisors had devised a plan that, if 
he would agree to it, Vice President 
Pence, whose ceremonial duty was 
to preside over the certification of 
the electoral vote, would decline 
to certify the electors from three 
battleground states. Pence who on 
his own had sought legal advice 
and was convinced that he had no 
constitutional authority to do any 
such thing, refused be a party to 
Trump’s plan, a refusal that, as the 
day’s events progressed, could have 
cost him his life.

The spectacle of the subsequent 
assault on the Capitol will remain 
a stain on the nation’s history. The 
Select Committee’s mission was 
not merely to further dramatize the 
obvious, but to show irrefutably 
that the assault on the Capitol was 
not a populist gesture by Trump-

supporting Americans, but the result 
of a carefully orchestrated plan 
generated by Trump himself. The 
committee’s documentary footage, 
sworn (Republican) testimony 
under oath, and thousands of written 
documents leave no room for doubt 
that then President Trump incited 
an insurrection. We watched it for 
hours on television or other screens 
the afternoon of January 6.

Almost all of the Republicans 
presently elected to or running for 
office know what really happened. 
Congressional Republican 
incumbents were no less endangered 
by the insurgent mob than their 
Democrat counterparts, but with 
mid-term elections approaching, 
Republican contenders are either 
too timid or too venal to call out 
Trump’s crimes for what they are. 
Instead, they call out Biden and 
their Democrat opponents for an 
inflated economy, for being “soft on 
crime” as a ploy to divert attention 
from the most flagrant and nation-
threatening crime in American 
history.

Richard Hawley
Ripton
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Vote to re-elect Ruth Hardy. She works hard for you!

Re-Elect

Addison District
Addison County,

Buels Gore, Huntington, 
Rochester

ruthforvermont.com
Paid for by Ruth Hardy for VT Senate

PO Box 343, East Middlebury, VT 

Senator Hardy is a champion for:
●	Reproductive rights
●	Childcare & paid family leave
●	Equitable public school funding
●	Health care access
●	Broadband expansion
●	Mental health support
●	Gun safety measures
●	Affordable housing
●	Fair & reasonable taxation
●	Healthy forests & sustainable farms

The General Election
is November 8th

Carolyn “Kelly” Eve Young, 63, of North Ferrisburgh
FERRISBURGH — Kelly 

Young, born Feb. 28, 1959, passed 
away unexpectedly on Oct. 22, 
2022.

Despite Kelly’s recent significant 
health struggles, her kind, caring, 
and selfless nature shined through 
just as brightly and powerfully as 
ever, right up until the end. The 
love, courage and strength of her 
spirit knows no end, very much like 
her lifelong love of gardening and 
nature, animals of all kinds, and all 
babies and children.

She worked most of her life within 
the Addison County School District, 
primarily caring for students who 
required skilled attunement and 
compassion. She loved every 
student she ever crossed paths 
with and continued to do so after 
her early, unexpected retirement in 
2021.

Kelly is survived by an amazing 
and uniquely strong husband of 6.5 
years: Jeff Young, whom she deeply 
loved. Together, they enjoyed a life 
she had always dreamed of.

She is also survived by her three 
beloved children from a previous 
marriage: Stephanie Looby, 
Katherine Looby, and Robert Looby 

CAROLYN “KELLY” EVE 
YOUNG

the 3rd, whom she was always there 
for, no matter what.

Jeff’s daughters, Erin Cormier, 
and Beth Marcotte, and a combined 
total of six grandchildren, brought 
an immense amount of joy, laughter, 
and fun to Kelly’s life. She deeply 
cherished and loved all of them.

She had three siblings, who 
always held a very dear place in 
her heart: Greg Palmer, Virginia 
Cameron and Mary O’Connor. 
They, alongside their respective 
children and grandchildren, brought 

many years of joy and love to 
Kelly’s life.

She was predeceased by her 
brother, Greg Palmer, in 2021. His 
former partner, Martha Osmun, 
remains an integral part of the 
family.

Kelly was also predeceased 
by innumerable extended family 
members and friends, as well as her 
mother Anna (Prime) Palmer, and 
her father, Graham Palmer.

Kelly always tended to put 
others’ needs before her own. The 
legacy of her life is, by all accounts, 
primarily defined by her unyielding 
compassion and her keen ability to 
provide a sense of calm, comfort, 
support, wisdom and guidance to 
those who needed it most in any 
given situation.

She will be dearly missed and 
forever beloved by all who knew 
her. May she rest in eternal peace, 
love and comfort.

In lieu of flowers, a donation to 
St. Jude Children’s Hospital may be 
made in her memory.

Services will be held on Saturday, 
Oct. 29, at 11 a.m., at Cross Life 
Church, 1759 US-7, Ferrisburgh 
Vt.◊

ObituariesADDISON
COUNTY

Valero P. Mongillo Jr., 71, former Middlebury resident
KENNEBUNK, Maine — 

Valerio P. Mongillo Jr., age 71, died 
on Oct. 24, 2022, in Kennebunk, 
Maine, due to complications from 
kidney disease. In addition to his 
wife of 40 years, Debra Mongillo, 
he is survived by his sister Marie 
Fournier of Cheshire, Conn.; her 
son Jonathan of Naugatuck, Conn.; 
stepson, Scott Bristol, of Danvers, 
Mass.; two granddaughters, and 
one great-granddaughter. He was 
predeceased by his parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Valerio and Josephine 
Mongillo of Plantsville, Conn. 

A talented musician and maker of 
violins and classical guitars, Val’s 
life was grounded in music. He 
began his musical training with the 
violin under Stanley Eukers, who 
was the founder of the Red Barn 
Fiddlers in Connecticut and Green 
Mountain Fiddlers in Vermont. 
Val received a bachelor’s degree 
in music from the University of 
Hartford, Hartt School of Music. 
Following the death of Mr. 
Eukers, he became the director 
and principal teacher of the Green 
Mountain Fiddlers program. Val 
played violin professionally with 
the Vermont Symphony Orchestra 
under the direction of Conductor 

VALERIO P. MONGILLO JR. 
Efrain Guigie. 

Following extensive study and 
apprenticeship, he became an 
accomplished luthier. He began 
his professional violin making in 
Burlington, Vt., where he, with 
his business partner Roy Feldman, 
founded the Burlington Violin 
Shop. Following its success in 
Burlington, he opened and operated 
the Old Mill Violin Shop of 
Biddeford, Maine, where he kept 
the instruments of thankful students 
and professionals in good voice. 
He continued to play numerous 

engagements in duets and quartets 
in Southern Maine. 

Despite his fine-art credentials, 
Val never lost the common touch. 
He and Debbie would tour the 
backroads of Maine in their Audi 
TT or on their motorcycles. An 
excellent fly-tier and fly fisherman, 
Val would spend time fly fishing 
the rivers of New England and later 
in the inlets of the Gulf of Maine. 
Armed with an excellent sense of 
humor, he loved spending time 
with his family and a very wide and 
diverse circle of friends. 

Val made music his life and his 
life made music for everyone. 

There are no visiting hours. A 
funeral service will be held on 
Nov. 5, 2022, at 11 a.m., at Bibber 
Memorial Chapel, 67 Summer 
Street, Kennebunk, Maine 04043. 

In lieu of flowers, donations to 
the Animal Welfare Society, PO 
Box 43, West Kennebunk, Me., 
04094 in Val’s memory will be 
appreciated. 

To leave a message of condolence, 
please visit Val’s book of Memories 
Page at www.bibberfuneral.com 

Arrangements are entrusted 
to Bibber Memorial Chapel, 67 
Summer St., Kennebunk. ◊

Paul Schroeder, 73, of Middlebury

PAUL SCHROEDER

MIDDLEBURY — Paul 
Schroeder sadly passed away after 
a long illness on Oct. 12, 2022, 
at his home in Middlebury, Vt. 
He was born on June 28, 1949, in 
Buffalo N.Y. He grew up in West 
Seneca, N.Y., and was a graduate 
of Bishop Timon High School and 
Allegheny Tech with an associate 
degree in business. 

Paul is survived by his loving 
wife Karen (Gilbert) Schroeder, 
brother David (Marie) Schroeder, 
and nephews Eric (Katherine) 
Schroeder and Carl Schroeder. Paul 
with be deeply missed by his family 
and friends. A memorial service will 
be held at Sanderson-Ducharme 
Funeral Home on Wednesday, Nov. 
2, at 11 a.m.

Arrangements under the direction 

Stephen “Steve” Rivait, 69, of Ferrisburgh
FERRISBURGH — Stephen 

“Steve” Rivait passed away 
unexpectedly on Friday, Oct. 21, 
following a valiant battle with 
heart disease. He was born in 
Middlebury, Vt., March 27, 1953, 
to Charles and Lois Rivait.

Steve led a very colorful existence 
and lived life to its fullest prior to 
becoming ill. Steve was a very 
outgoing person and never passed 
up an opportunity to chat with 

friends or an unexpectant stranger. 
Steve was a loving husband, father 
and grandfather who loved hunting 
and the outdoors. 

He is survived by his wife, Nancy 
Rivait of Ferrisburgh; brothers 
Donald Rivait of Vergennes, Alvin 
Rivait of Addison and Mark Rivait 
of Vergennes; sister Susan Rivait of 
Vergennes; sons Ian Chamberlain 
of Verdi, Nev., and Jeremy Foster 
and wife Cobey of Woburn, Mass.; 

daughter Jessica Rivait of East 
Calais, Vt., and grandchildren 
Nicholas, Avery and Alyssa. He 
was predeceased by his parents and 
grandson Logan. 

There will be no formal memorial 
service. A celebration of life will 
take place at a later date. In lieu of 
flowers please take this opportunity 
to provide an unexpectant stranger 
with a random act of kindness in 
his honor.◊

of Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral 
Home. Online condolences at www.
sandersonfuneralservice.com. ◊

Obituaries 
are on 
pages 
6A, 7A 

and 11A.

ADDISON  COUNTY

School News
Saint Michael’s College 

women’s tennis senior captain 
Bree Cotroneo of Middlebury 
was named to the Northeast-10 
Conference Weekly Honor Roll for 
the week ending on Sunday, Oct. 
16.

Cotroneo went 2-1 at No. 2 
singles last week. She downed a foe 

from the State University of New 
York at Plattsburgh, 6-4, 7-6 (7-1), 
on Friday and NE10 counterpart 
Saint Anselm College, 4-6, 6-4, 
10-4, on Saturday. Her lone 
singles loss came against Franklin 
Pierce University on Wednesday. 
Cotroneo lost three times at No. 
1 doubles, including by an 8-4 
count at SUNY Plattsburgh and 6-4 
against Saint Anselm.

Cotroneo held down the Purple 
Knights’ No. 2 singles spot this 

year, making all 24 of her career 
outings among the top three in the 
lineup, while appearing in all nine 
matches at No. 1 doubles. For her 
career, Cotroneo saw time at either 
No. 1 or 2 doubles in 21 of 22 
contests.

DON’T MISS OUT!
www.addisonindependent.com

By ANDY KIRKALDY
ADDISON — The next steps in the potential 

return of Addison’s former central school building 
to the town will almost certainly be a public forum 
followed by a town-wide vote on the question, 
according to Selectboard Chair Jeff Kauffman.

The Addison Northwest School Board voted 
unanimously on Oct. 17 to offer the former Addison 
Central School back to the town for $1, as is called 
for in the ANWSD Articles of Unification if the 
school is no longer used for education purposes. 
The board gave Addison 60 days to decide whether 
to accept the building.

On Tuesday, the town warned a special 
selectboard meeting for 7 p.m. on Wednesday 
to discuss the issue of the school building. The 
meeting took place after the deadline for this 
edition, but the board was expected to schedule a 
public meeting and then a vote in time to meet that 
60-day deadline.

The 68-year-old building contains about 18,000 
square feet, including a 1978 addition, and it sits 
on 6.54 acres. It became ANWSD property after 
district consolidation was approved in 2016. It 
includes five classrooms, an art room, a kitchen, 
offices, a gym/cafeteria with a stage and storage. 
The structure is insured for $3.8 million. 

Ownership would come with an annual carrying 
cost of at least $75,000 to heat and maintain the 
building, according to ANWSD estimates. Addison 
would also receive about $23,000 from a Capital 
Reserve Fund fed by town taxes before district 

consolidation.
Technically, it appears the selectboard could act 

on its own to accept the building on the town’s 
behalf, but last Friday Kauffman said the board’s 
sentiment is to let residents make the call.  

“We’ll have a public meeting and a vote to see if 
the people want it,” he said. 

The ANWSD board held three public 
informational meetings before voting to offer the 
school back to Addison. According to minutes, 
public comment at the Oct. 10 informational 
meeting held in Addison favored the town accepting 
the former Addison Central School, and others who 
have spoken with the Independent have expressed 
or heard sentiment for reacquisition.

The school had been used as a K-6 elementary 
school until June of 2020. But in the fall of that 
year ANWSD based an alternative education 
program at the school serving not only ANWSD 
but other county students, and bused Addison 
pupils to Vergennes Union Elementary School, a 
move that was far from universally popular among 
Addison residents. 

That alternative education program has now 
been moved to Middlebury. According to ANWSD 
board meeting minutes board members found 
“no concrete use apparent at this time” for the 
former ACS building. They did weigh other 
options, including using it as a child care center in 
partnership with other organizations or as a home 
for the district’s central office, before offering the 
building back to Addison. 

ANWSD offers ACS back to town for $1
Selectboard plans to call for townwide vote on question



PAGE 12A — Addison Independent, Thursday, October 27, 2022

VOTE ON OR BEFORE NOV. 8 2022

NATIONALLY KNOWN 2020 Election denier David Clements on 
Oct. 19 addresses a crowd of around 35 people in East Middlebury, 
whom he urged to call for decertification of any 2022 election results 
counted by an electronic vote tabulator.

Independent photo/John Flowers

challenge the certification of their 
communities’ upcoming 2022 
election results and demand that 
their municipal leaders jettison 
all electronic vote tabulators and 
return to hand counts.

“I’m signing you up for war,” 
Clements told his audience, who 
were predominantly (like this 
reporter) part of the over-50 set. 
“There is no full assurance you’ll 
get what you want, because the 
problem is corruption, and the 
reason why we haven’t fixed 
corruption is a lack of courage.

“We’re looking for pit bulls 
that are going to hold the bone 
here in Middlebury and won’t let 
go,” he added, seeking to fire up 
an audience residing in a state of 
640,000 people where around 100 
communities continue to count 
votes by hand and where polling 
stations are fortified by locally 
elected justices of the peace, 
selectboard members and town 
clerks.

“I want to hear through the 
grapevine a few weeks from now 
someone mixing it up at your town 
meeting, changing the fortunes 
of Middlebury. Demanding, 
hounding.”

Clements, a former deputy 
district attorney in New Mexico 
and a recently fired assistant 
professor at New Mexico State 
University’s business school, 
used a combination of Biblical 
scripture, complex graphs, black-
and-white video footage of alleged 
ballot counting improprieties, and 
references to widely debunked 
source material — some of it his 
own — in making false claims that 
the 2020 presidential election was 
stolen and that the Nov. 8 midterms 
are now in peril.

His contention: Voting machines 
can be manipulated by bad 
characters seeking to change 
the outcome of elections. The 
Dominion Voting Systems Co., a 
nationwide provider of tabulating 
machines (including in Vermont), 
has filed numerous lawsuits 
seeking billions in punitive 
damages from several entities — 
including Fox Corp. and MyPillow 
CEO Mike Lindell — for “Lies 
and misinformation (that) have 
severely damaged our company and 
diminished the credibility of U.S. 
elections, subjecting hardworking 
public officials and Dominion 
employees to harassment and death 
threats.” 

Clements at his local talk referred 

more than once to a conspiracy-
laden documentary film called 
“2000 Mules,” which claims, 
among other things, that President 
Joe Biden won key swing states 
thanks to 2,000 people allegedly 
hired to stuff drop boxes with 
potentially fake ballots.

An investigation and fact-
check of the film by the news 
agency Reuters and its consultants 
concluded no “concrete, verifiable 
evidence of widespread voter fraud 
in the 2020 election.”

Valley Bible Church was 
Clements’ latest stop in what has 
been an 18-month tour during which 
he’s traversed 43 states, taking his 
“election integrity” message to 
more than 60 small communities. 
He said he hasn’t taken a day off 
since the Nov. 3, 2020, election 
that he continues to claim was rife 
with fraud perpetrated by insiders 
who sought to 
remove then-
P r e s i d e n t 
Donald J. 
Trump in favor 
of his Democrat 
o p p o n e n t , 
c u r r e n t 
President Joe 
Biden.

C o s t l y 
recounts in 
key counties 
of Arizona, 
W i s c o n s i n , 
Georgia and 
Pennsylvania all 
have affirmed 
vote majorities 
for Biden.

Clements has 
had no formal training in election 
systems, but he’s mastered the 
lexicon, employing hefty terms 
like “source codes,” “histogram 
of deltas,” “count total increment 
distribution,” and “linear regression 
of unproblematic voting districts” 
in his online reports and in-person 
presentations.

He’s articulate, charismatic and 
his experience as a professor and 
litigator has helped him construct, 
polish and sell his narrative to 
others unwilling to accept the 
explanation that most local, county, 
state and federal elections officials 
nationwide have provided for 
Biden’s late election-night surge on 
Nov. 3, 2020: With the COVID-19 
pandemic surging, many more 
Democrats than Republicans chose 
mail-in voting, creating a stockpile 
of ballots that took longer to verify 
and then feed into tabulating 

machines.
Yet to the chagrin of many 

secretaries of state and election 
workers, Clements has been scoring 
points. Last June, as reported by 
the Washington Post, officials in 
three New Mexico counties where 
he made his case either delayed or 
voted against certification of this 
year’s primary results, even though 
there was no credible evidence of 
problems with the vote.

Also, a Rasmussen national 
telephone and online poll 
conducted last month posited that 
“84% of likely U.S. voters believe 
the issue of election integrity 
will be important in this year’s 
congressional elections.”

The myth of a stolen election 
continues to resonate among some 
voters, and Clements is tapping into 
it. More than 300 candidates across 
a variety of races this fall “are 

perpetuating former 
President Trump’s 
assertion that the 2020 
presidential election 
was stolen from him and 
that American elections 
are deeply flawed,” 
reads an Oct. 7 report 
published the non-profit 
Brookings Institution.
‘EXHAUSTING & 
DANGEROUS’

Clements received 
more than a few 
citations in the U.S. 
House Committee 
on Oversight and 
Reforms’ Aug. 11 report 
titled, “Exhausting 
and Dangerous: The 
Dire Problem of 

Election Misinformation and 
Disinformation.”

Among other things, the 
Oversight Committee investigated 
what it called a “concerning ‘audit’” 
and canvass of voters in Otero 
County, New Mexico. That audit 
had been authorized by the Otero 
County Commission at the behest 
of who the committee referred to 
as “conspiracy theorists” David 
Clements and his spouse, Erin.

“In his advocacy for the audit, 
David Clements called for 
‘arrests,’ ‘prosecutions’ and ‘firing 
squads’ for those who carried 
out the imaginary fraud he was 
pursuing,” reads the committee 
report. “The committee found 
that these efforts were inspired 
by unproven conspiracy theories, 
and that the canvass in particular 
posed a substantial threat of voter 
intimidation.”

EchoMail, the software company 
hired for $50,000 to conduct the 
audit, withdrew after the committee 
launched its investigation, the 
report states.

“Mr. and Mrs. Clements, 
however, continued the canvassing 
effort and used their notoriety to 
attract attention and donations 
as part of a network of election 
conspiracy theorists,” according 
to the committee report. “As 
unvetted volunteers knocked on 
doors, spreading confusion and 
fear among voters, the Clementses 
went on the road and on the air, 
using their work in Otero to spread 
further misinformation and gain 
personal wealth and notoriety.”

Clements conceded during his 
East Middlebury appearance that he 
and others alleging a “rigged” 2020 
election have been unsuccessful 
in making their case through the 
courts. Trump and his allies after the 
election saw dismissal of 61 of the 
62 lawsuits they filed in state and 
federal courts seeking to overturn 
election results in states that Trump 
lost, according to USA Today.

“Everyone wants the ‘magic 
lawsuit,’” Clements said. “I’ve 
personally reviewed 400-plus 
lawsuits relating to fraud from 
2020, and 99% of them were 
dismissed on (legal) standing.”

That means the alleged evidence 
filed by the plaintiffs couldn’t be 
heard by the courts, he noted.

But rather than ascribing those 
lawsuit dismissals to a lack of 
foundation, Clements said he 
believes the judges “punted” from 
hearing evidence because they 
“don’t want to see their cities on 
fire.”

So Clements is now taking 
his battle to small towns, like 
Middlebury, hoping to shake up the 
system in the same way he’s done 
in his home state of New Mexico.

“When I am home, which isn’t 
often, every county commissioner 
meeting in my home county is 
operated my Marxist socialists,” he 
said. “I show up like I’m punching 
a timecard. I know they can’t stand 
me. I show up at the meeting and 
make it a point to say … for three 
minutes, how lawless they are and 
how corrupt they are.”

He asked the crowd how many 
counties there were in Vermont. He 
was told there are 14.

“You don’t need to control all 
14 counties; control two with the 
machines and start deploying mules 
in your surrounding counties and 
you’ll get the job done,” he warned.
RELIGION & GOVERNMENT

His listeners on this occasion 
didn’t challenge his assertions, 
which on a few occasions elicited 
audible gasps. Clements, a small 
wooden cross tucked into the top 
pocket of his red blazer, urged his 
listeners to appear before their 
local selectboards and/or elections 
officials and, “like mini-Moseses, 
talk to town pharaohs … and ask 
them to withhold certification.

“You’re not just ministering to 
the five thugs that aren’t going to 
minister to you, you’re trying to 
awaken everyone else in the room,” 
he added.

He also evoked the name of 
Saint Peter, who according to the 
Bible feigned ignorance of Jesus 
at the latter’s trial before finally 
acknowledging him after he had 
risen from the dead.

“If you haven’t gotten into the 
action yet, you’re a pre-resurrection 
Peter,” he admonished. “You hung 
out with Jesus, you like his stories, 
you like the fact he gave you a lot 
of fish, he was cool to hang out 
with … But when push comes to 
shove, and someone asks Peter to 
go to the town meeting, he’s got 
better things to do, because he was 
scared. You need to act like a post-
resurrection Peter, whose fear was 
conquered because this guy named 
Jesus was apparently the real deal.”

At the same 
time, he claimed a 
civil-rights angle 
to the fight against 
purported election 
fraud.

“These (electronic 
tabulating) devices 
are enslavement 
devices and if you 
don’t look at them 
with the same moral 
repugnance that you 
would if a slave 
master was in this 
room whipping a 
Black man in chains, you’d better 
wake up,” he said. “The same 
righteous indignation needs to be 
applied to these machines.”

Although he was big on exposing 
what he said was made-in-America 
election corruption, Clements’ 
election integrity presentation 
didn’t touch upon evidence — 
reported by the U.S. Senate and 
others — of Russian interference 
during the lead-up to the 2016 
presidential election.
GOP CANDIDATE

Among the listeners at the 
Valley Bible Church gathering 
was Peter Caldwell, a Middlebury 
Republican who is seeking one 
of the two Addison-1 House seats 
on Nov. 8. Caldwell, among other 
things, said he was impressed with 
Clements’s “stunning level of 
commitment to spreading the word 
about what he has discovered.”

Clements stressed it wasn’t 
enough to commiserate with like-

minded people in online chat 
rooms, which he said can become 
ineffective “echo chambers” for 
election-related criticism. But he 
did urge followers to use YouTube, 
Facebook and other social media 
vehicles to livestream their views 
and expose what they believe to be 
irregular election procedures.

But it’s a strategy that can run 
into trouble when social media 
gatekeepers apply their quality 
control, decency and veracity 
standards to content. Clements 

warned the crowd 
“you will be de-
platformed,” as 
he has been on 
occasion, and 
urged them to 
then take their 
content to such 
app services as 
Telegram — 
which the Anti-
D e f a m a t i o n 
League has called 
the latest “safe 
haven” for white 
s u p r e m a c i s t s 

— and Rumble, a video-sharing 
platform labeled by its chief 
executive as “immune from cancel 
culture,” according to a March 29 
article in the New York Times.

The Addison County Democratic 
Committee provided a statement 
to the Independent upon learning 
that Clements was speaking 
locally. That statement, courtesy 
of committee Vice Chair David 
Silberman, reads in part:

“The Addison County Democrats 
note with alarm how conspiracy 
theories and anti-democratic ideals 
have spread both nationwide 
and in our own community. Mr. 
Clements’s appearance at a local 
evangelical church should be 
viewed within the context of the 
national movement to deceive the 
public and cause them to lose faith 
in our democratic systems — with 
the ultimate goal of legitimizing 
Christian Nationalism as a 

Clements
(Continued from Page 1A)

(See Government, Page 13A)

“I want to hear 
through the 
grapevine a few 
weeks from now 
someone mixing 
it up at your town 
meeting, changing 
the fortunes of 
Middlebury.”

— election denier 
David Clements

“Mr. Clements’s 
appearance at a 
local evangelical 
church should 
be viewed within 
the context of the 
national movement 
to deceive the 
public and cause 
them to lose faith 
in our democratic 
systems.”

— David Silberman, 
Addison County 

Democratic Committee



Addison Independent, Thursday, October 27, 2022 — PAGE 13A

dennis@newtonerac.com • 802-388-1431
www.newtonerac.com

LET IT SNOW. BLIZZARD. OR FREEZE.
YOUR POWER IS PROTECTED.
Whenever there’s a power outage, your KOHLER® generator keeps 
your lights on, your home warm and your family protected.  And it can 
power your entire house—for as long as you need it to.* No matter the 
weather, we’re with you.
From engines to generators, we give the world power. dennis@newtonerac.com • 802-388-1431

www.newtonerac.com

LET IT SNOW. BLIZZARD. OR FREEZE.
YOUR POWER IS PROTECTED.
Whenever there’s a power outage, your KOHLER® generator keeps 
your lights on, your home warm and your family protected.  And it can 
power your entire house—for as long as you need it to.* No matter the 
weather, we’re with you.
From engines to generators, we give the world power.

dennis@newtonerac.com • 802-388-1431
www.newtonerac.com

LET IT SNOW. BLIZZARD. OR FREEZE.
YOUR POWER IS PROTECTED.
Whenever there’s a power outage, your KOHLER® generator keeps 
your lights on, your home warm and your family protected.  And it can 
power your entire house—for as long as you need it to.* No matter the 
weather, we’re with you.
From engines to generators, we give the world power.

WE HAVE 
AUTOMATIC 

STANDBY GENERATORS 
IN STOCK! 

Call for a 
site visit.

www.newtonerac.com
dennis@newtonerac.com  • 802-388-1431Offer good on purchases made 

now through November 18, 2022

KOHLER® GENERATORS 
Receive a free 10-year comprehensive 
extended warranty and save up to 
$750 on the purchase of a qualifying 
air-cooled Kohler® generator.

C
ID

ER
 • 

DONUTS • A
PPLE PIES • ECO-CERTIFIED APPLES

SUNRISEORCHARDS.COM
1307 North Bingham St., Cornwall, VT

Butternut squash & apple soup & 
warm apple crisp 11-2 this weekend!
We’ll also have hot cider along with all the goodies 

— cider donuts, apple turnovers, pie, coffee, and 
chocolate-covered donuts. 

PICK-YOUR-OWN 
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Last day of the season is October 30!
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Customer Appreciation - 20% off
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governing philosophy, where White 
Evangelicals hold all power, and 
the Constitution and two centuries 
of democratic rule are rejected.”
FIRED OVER VACCINE

Clements said he’ll continue 
to make his “election integrity” 
crusade his full-time job.

The Albuquerque Journal, 
among other publications, reported 
last October that Clements had been 
fired from his teaching job at New 
Mexico State after having refused 
to comply with the institution’s 
COVID-19 vaccine and masking 
mandates.

Here’s how Clements described 
his termination to those who 
attended his Valley Bible Church 
engagement:

“One of the things I specialize 
in is consumer protection. I will 
teach young students consumer 
protection law and business law, 
employment law and as an expert, I 
realize there are certain times where 
the government can be sued. And 
for whatever reason, big pharma has 
blanket immunity and the informed 
consent they were giving us was 
not legal. Informed consent gives 
you a choice to not take certain 
things that are experimental, and I 
pointed that out. A couple months 
later, the Supreme Court took a 
lot of the arguments I raised. I was 
vindicated, but I was not given my 
job back with an apology, because 

they don’t care.”
He was asked about how he’s 

getting by without his professor’s 
salary.

“In God’s mercy, he’s given me 
enough resources to do what I’m 
doing,” Clements said. “I can’t do 
this forever. I don’t charge for these 
events. What we do is we ask people 
to give a donation to keep gas in the 
car, rental cars, flights, a roof over 
my head, and we’ll do that until I 
can’t do it anymore.”

It should be noted that Clements’s 
financial hardship has also been 
eased by an online fundraiser 
that’s been established for him on 
a crowdfunding website whose 
past causes celebres have included 
participants in a Canadian trucking 
convoy protesting COVID-19 
vaccine mandates and restrictions, 
as well as Kyle Rittenhouse, the-17-
year-old who shot three people — 
killing two of them — during civil 
unrest in Kenosha, Wis., in August 
2020. Rittenhouse was arrested, 
tried, and found not guilty on all 
charges.

As of last week, donors to the 
crowdfunding site had raised 
more than $305,000 to help cover 
Clements’ expenses. The Clements’ 
donation site was spearheaded 
by Joe Oltmann of Colorado, 
host of the “Conservative Daily” 
podcast. A Denver District Court 
judge this past May allowed a 
defamation lawsuit brought by a 

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — The Vermont 

Secretary of State’s Office is 
working with town clerks to make 
sure the 2022 General Elections 
in the Green Mountain State run 
smoothly and beyond reproach 
from anyone who might make 
claims of voter fraud. 

“Our elections are 
secure, our process 
has integrity, and the 
track record is clear,” 
Eric Covey, Secretary 
of State Jim Condos’s 
chief of staff, said 
through an email 
exchange with the 
Independent. “We are 
very confident in the 
integrity of Vermont’s 
election process; the 
security, integrity, 
accuracy and accessibility of 
Vermont elections is our top 
priority.”

Covey noted towns with 1,000 or 
more voters must use an electronic 
tabulator (17 V.S.A. § 2491). Towns 
with fewer than 1,000 voters — of 
which there are around 100 (at least 
nine in Addison County) — may 
elect to instead use hand counts.

As for electronic tabulators, 
Covey said Vermont’s election 
protocols call for:

• Machines that don’t have any 
wired or wireless connectivity.

“They are stand-alone units that 
do not communicate with each 
other and cannot be remotely 
accessed,” he said.

 • A “strict chain of custody on 
all election equipment, preventing 
any unauthorized individual from 
having physical access to the 

tabulators or memory 
cards.”

• A “voter-marked 
paper ballot” for every 
vote cast, which must 
be retained by the town 
clerks for 22 months 
following every General 
Election.

“We have been 
conducting post-election 
audits since 2006,” 
Covey said. “In that 
time, we have never 
found any abnormalities 

between the official election results 
(which are carefully certified at a 
local, county and state level by a 
member of each major party) and 
the audit result.”

Moreover, Covey said Vermont 
has established itself as a “national 
leader” in both election security 
and election administration.

“We were ranked #1 in the nation 
for both the 2020 and 2016 election 
by MIT’s Election Performance 
Index, widely considered one 
of the most reputable, data-
driven measures of state election 

performance,” he said.
As of last week, the Vermont 

Secretary of State’s Office had 
received zero requests from 
individuals or groups seeking to 
monitor polling places on Nov. 
8 — either inside or outside the 
voting venues.

Covey added he hasn’t been 
informed of any pre-election efforts 
by anyone seeking to intimidate 
town clerks into changing their 
protocols for voting day. There 
have also been no formal requests 
at this point to replace tabulator use 
with hand counting, “though we do 
informally hear that idea touted by 
skeptics,” Covey said.

And he had this message for 
those who would prefer to remove 
electronic technology from 
elections: “Hand counting has 
been scientifically shown to be less 
accurate than tabulation.”

Covey voiced frustration about 
erroneous election fraud claims.

“For over six years, partisans 
have made baseless claims of 
widespread voter fraud and have 
yet to provide any evidence of 
its existence,” he said. “We have 
transparently shown time and time 
again the security and integrity 
of our elections and their results. 
Unless those spinning wild voter-
fraud conspiracies can produce 
actual evidence, it’s time for the 
cry-wolf tactics to stop.”

Vt. officials point to elections track record

former Dominion Voting Systems 
employee to proceed against 
Oltmann and several other parties 
in connection with false conspiracy 
allegations pertaining to the 2020 
election. 

Clements concluded by saying 
he continues to pay a price for his 
election fraud beliefs.

“I was once an award-winning 
prosecutor with eight first-degree 
murder convictions; I was on the 
short list — if you have a bad guy, 
you come get me,” he said. “That’s 
gone; I’m going through my fifth 
complaint and fifth investigation to 
remove my law license for merely 
commenting and showing the stuff 
I’m showing you tonight, because 
it’s so dangerous. I’m not going 
to feed my family based on the 
doctorate I earned.”

With that, he gave supporters a 
final few words of encouragement.

“I’m not asking you to storm 
the beaches of Normandy,” he 
said. “I’m asking you to go into an 
airconditioned building and yell 
at some officials that need to be 
yelled at. Can I get an ‘amen?’”

He got a chorus of “amens.”

“Hand 
counting 
has been 
scientifically 
shown to be 
less accurate 
than 
(electronic) 
tabulation.”

— Eric Covey

Government
(Continued from Page 12A)

promote diversity in Addison 
County’s shire town. The general 
community is invited to present 
its feedback on Thursday, Oct. 
27, from 6:30 to 8 p.m., in the 
large conference room of the 
municipal building at 77 Main 
St. On Tuesday, Nov. 1, 6:30–8 
p.m., conversation will be invited 
on issues facing New Americans, 
i m m i g r a n t - i d e n t i f y i n g 
community members and those 
for whom English is a second 
language. That Nov. 1 meeting 
will be held at the Ilsley Public 
Library Community Room at 75 
Main St. Then, on Wednesday, 
Nov. 2, the conversation topic 
will be “people with disabilities.” 
That event will take place 6:30–
8 p.m. at the large conference 
room of the municipal building. 
The larger goal of these events 
is to inform the town’s Strategic 
Justice, Equity, Diversity, and 
Inclusion (JEDI) plan. Those 
who attend will also be invited 
to participate on the Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion Working 
Group to help oversee this 
ongoing longer-term work.

Otter Creek Audubon Society 
(OCAS) is offering Environmental 
Education Grants to Addison County 
educators. Teachers of all age levels 
are encouraged to develop proposals 
asking for up to $800 to support 
the OCAS mission of encouraging 
a culture of conservation. Grant 
funds may be used to help defer the 
cost of field trips, transportation, 
admission fees, equipment, outside 
presentations, or other expenses that 
will improve students’ understanding 
of the natural world. Also, proposals 
that get students into the natural 
world will be favored. For more 
information and an application, 
please go to tinyurl.com/yu3ck4un. 
Applications are due by Tuesday, 
Nov. 1, and can be sent (along with 
any questions) to cgramsmac@mac.
com. Funds will become available 
Jan. 1 for use during 2023. Grant 
recipients will also be asked to 
provide a one or two-page summary, 
including photos, of their field trip/
event/project after it takes place.

Hey, New Haven residents: 
As usual, your town has gotten 
into the Halloween spirit. The 
community’s town green is 
festooned with a bunch of fun 
and frightening decorations. The 
Halloween décor will be up until 
Nov. 6, in hopes that all will get 
a chance to check it out. It’s lit 
up at night, but flashlights can 
be helpful while walking around 
the park in the dark. You can also 
bring your family and friends, 
in costume, to the town green 

area on Oct. 30, from 3-5 p.m., 
for a series of events that will 
include Trunk-or-Treat in the 
neighboring church parking 
lot, a Halloween-themed story 
walk, crafts, seasonal treats and 
carved-pumpkin voting on the 
green. If you have any questions, 
call Sara 802-877-3080 or Vicki 
at 802-989-1334. The pumpkin 
carving contest is for all ages; 
pick up registration forms and 
pumpkin at the New Haven 
Community Library, 78 North 
St. Forms are also available 
on the library’s website, nhcl.
org. Carved pumpkins can be 
dropped off at the library on Oct. 
29, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Voting 
will occur at the Oct. 30 event.

Local candidates dominated 
voting for the Burlington Free Press 
male athlete of the week contest 
for Oct. 10 to 16, with the top four 
vote-getters having connections 
to Addison County and Brandon, 
and the top two combining for 
more than 25,000 votes — no word 
on whether friends and family 
members voted early and often, 
which is allowed. 

The winner was Middlebury 
Union High School cross-country 
runner Baxter Harrington, who 
garnered 14,132 votes after winning 
the Oct. 15 NVAC Small School 
race in 17:46. Mount Abraham 
junior wide receiver/defensive 
back/kicker Ian Funke was next 
with 11,346 votes after scoring 
all 31 of the Eagle-Commodore 
cooperative football team’s points 
in a home win on three touchdown 
catches, an interception return for a 
TD and a field goal. 

In third place was former Orwell 
resident Joe Buxton (3,346 votes), 
the Fair Haven football team’s QB, 
for throwing for one touchdown 
and running for three more in a 
Slater victory. Otter Valley’s Lucas 
Politano (356 votes) came in fourth 

after winning the Division II boys’ 
golf title. Congratulations to all.  

Do you have an hour a week 
to share with a third- or fourth-
grade child in your community? 
Do you love children and books? 
“Everybody Wins! Vermont” — 
a mentoring program with deep 
roots in Addison County — would 
love to hear from you. Everybody 
Wins! carefully matches mentors 
with children they will enjoy 
seeing and spending time with 
every week. Matchmakers take 
into account yours (and the 
child’s) personality, interests 
and preferences. Mentors 
attend reading sessions with 
their young charge one day a 
week (Tuesday or Thursday) 
during the lunch/recess hour. 
Most of your time will be spent 
reading, though there will also 
be time for conversation, games 
and other literacy activities. 
If you’re interested in being 
an Everybody Wins! mentor, 
you’ll find an application at 
tinyurl.com/4weevrf2. If you 
have any questions about 
Middlebury’s Everybody Wins! 
program, email Middlebury@
everybodywinsvermont.org.

The 2022 Five-Town Fire 
Department food drive benefitting 
the Have-A-Heart Food Shelf 
generated donations of 3,484 
pounds of food and $2,626 in 
financial contributions. The Have-
A-Heart Food Shelf is based at 
St. Ambrose Church in Bristol 
and serves anyone in need of 
food who resides in Bristol, 
Lincoln, Monkton, New Haven or 
Starksboro. Organizers are giving 
thanks to all who contributed, and 
a particular shout-out to all of the 
firefighters and Boy Scouts who 
helped with the collection and 
movement of food.

By the way
(Continued from Page 1A)



PAGE 14A — Addison Independent, Thursday, October 27, 2022

Vote NO to
PROP 5/ARTICLE 22

and you keep…

Otherwise, lose it all.

• Parental Rights over your Children
• Parental Control over your Child’s Medical Procedures
• Conscience Protection Policy at Medical Institutions
• Limit to Late-term Abortion (by Ethics Board)
• Designer Babies/Genetic Engineering in Check
• Protection of Pro-Life Agencies
• Voter’s Ability to Decide, not Courts

Paid for by: Addison County Right to Life

✦
✦

✦

✦✦

Ellie de Villiers, Maple 
Broadband’s newly hired 
executive director, said both those 
grants came from the $116 million 
of American Rescue Plan Act 
money the Legislature earmarked 
in 2021’s Act 71 for the Vermont 
broadband board to use to expand 
broadband service throughout rural 
Vermont. 

De Villiers, who volunteered at 
Maple Broadband before becoming 
its first employee, points out that 
the 20 Addison County towns 
jointly served by Maple Broadband 
and Waitsfield Champlain Valley 
Telecom have now received $17.8 
million from the state broadband 
board. That’s about 15.3% of Act 
71’s total funding. 

She credits the public-private 
partnership of Maple Broadband 
and WCVT for helping obtain the 
grants and for embarking on what 
will be a two-pronged expansion 
effort by next spring, when WCVT 
also starts stringing new fiber-optic 
lines to replace its slower Digital 
Subscriber Line (DSL) service.

“It’s just more data to show that 
this partnership is bringing more 
money to Addison County faster 
than other places because we have 
two entities applying for grants, 
and building, concurrently,” de 
Villiers said.

While Maple Broadband 
numbers 20 towns as members 
in its network, de Villiers said 
WCVT already serves all or almost 
all of seven of those towns and 
substantial portions of three more, 
plus has a small presence in three 
other communities. 

 Maple Broadband is thus 
focusing on designing and building 
a network on the 13 towns in which 
WCVT has either no or a smaller 
presence, de Villiers said. The 
nonprofit used its initial funding, 
including donations from member 
towns and other grants, to hire a 
firm for preliminary scoping and 
final design work and bring aboard 
a construction firm to build out the 
network.

For instance, de Villiers said 
Starksboro is a fully WCVT town, 
and WCVT will build, operate 
and service its fiber network. But 
Orwell is a 100% Maple Broadband 

town, and the Maple Broadband 
will be responsible, through the 
companies it hires, for building out 
its fiber-optic network. 

But when Maple Broadband’s 
network is built in Orwell and 
elsewhere, its partnership with 
WCVT will fully kick in, she said: 
WCTV will maintain it and service 
the nonprofit’s customers.

“If something breaks, they will 
fix it. We’ll pay them for that,” 
de Villiers said. “And then when 
someone goes to place an order, 
when they interact with customer 
service, someone will answer the 
phone as Maple Broadband, but 
they will be sitting in the Waitsfield 
offices and employed by the 
Waitsfield company.”

Christine Hallquist, executive 
director of the Vermont Community 
Broadband Board, praised that 
level of cooperation in a press 
release that announced WCVT’s 
$9.1 million grant.

“The Maple Broadband 
relationship with WCVT is an 
example of the public-private 
partnerships that will result in 
every Vermonter getting the 
opportunity to connect to reliable 
high-speed Internet. The VCBB is 
excited about the forward progress 
that Vermont is making in terms of 
universal service. This progress is 
made possible by the partnerships 
like this one,” Hallquist said.
LOOKING AHEAD

Still, de Villiers said, challenges 
remain. Maple Broadband has 
projections on how many of the 
1,400 potential new customers 
of its first buildout phase will 
sign on — at $70 a month for 
50 megabytes per second (mps) 
upload and download speed or $90 
for 100/100 mps. (The network can 
offer speeds of up to a gigabyte for 
$120/month.)

But she acknowledged those 
projections could also be called 
guesses.

“We have estimates for take 
(sign-up) rates,” de Villiers said. 
“But we’re brand new.” 

And those sign-ups are a key 
part of the financial picture. Maple 
Broadband is a Communications 
Union District (CUD) under 
Vermont law, defined as an 

organization of two or more towns 
that join together as a municipal 
entity to build communication 
infrastructure. It cannot tax 
residents, but can bond for funding, 
seek private loans and continue to 
ask for support from its member 
towns.

The more revenue it can obtain 
from customers, the better, de 
Villiers said, as capital investment 
is needed for more buildout.

“The big thing in play here is not 
all of our funding is coming from 
grants,” she said. “The bottom line 
is that amount of money doesn’t 
come for free, and we have to pay 
debt service on it, and we have to 
account for it. So it goes without 
saying the more people who sign 
up, the more money we have, the 
less debt we have to take on. And 
the less debt we have to take on the 
faster we can drop our rates over 
time.”

Also, not all those households 
that Maple Broadband’s network 
will pass can afford high-speed 
internet. De Villiers said not all 
customers will be asked to pay full 
freight.

“We are still working through 
the details of that, but we recognize 

that this is a challenge, and if a 
network goes outside someone’s 
house, and they cannot afford it, 
the job is not done,” de Villiers 
said, adding, “We don’t have the 
details worked out, but we know 
we have to have them worked out 
sooner rather than later.”

Officials from both entities 
remain confident in the prognosis.

Eric Haskin, president and 
CEO of WCVT, said the grant 
money would “go a long way” to 
speeding up broadband expansion 
in Addison County.

“This grant will definitely help 
bend the high cost associated with 
building broadband to some of 
our most rural communities and 
customers,” he said.

And Maple Broadband Board 
Chair Steve Huffaker said he was 
happy to see fiber-optic line finally 
being strung after many months of 
planning and work. 

“We are excited to start bringing 
services to our member areas in 
Addison County and are confident 
that this partnership with WCVT 
will help us to roll out fiber faster 
at a price that benefits residents,” 
he said.

Internet
(Continued from Page 1A)

MAPLE BROADBAND HAS recently brought on former volunteer 
Ellie de Villiers as its executive director to oversee and coordinate 
its efforts to bring high-speed internet to unserved and underserved 
areas in Addison County.

Photo courtesy of Maple Broadband

Oct. 31. 
Redmond explained his choice 

to assign Ouellette to the position 
to councilors at their Tuesday 
meeting.

“Jason is a great collaborator, 
and he’s got great ideas and is 
so passionate about his work,” 
Redmond said. “It’s great to have 
him take this role.”

The motion approved by the 
council backed Ouellette in 
the position until a permanent 
replacement for Merkel is hired. 
Redmond told the Independent 
on Wednesday that process, 
which will receive help from the 
Vermont League of Cities and 
Towns, would begin with ads 
being posted “most likely by the 
end of this week … in various 
sites.”

Redmond said a five-member 
search committee is ready to 
work with city officials on that 
search, but that “we’re not ready 
to announce” who is on that 
committee yet, other than to say 
they are community members.

He did confirm Ouellette could 
be a candidate for the permanent 
job. 

“Yes, I hope so,” Redmond 
said. “I can’t make 
someone apply 
for the job, but 
he has indicated 
an interest in it. I 
would welcome an 
application from 
him.”

Ouellette did not 
immediately respond 
to phone calls or a 
text message before 
the deadline for this 
issue. 

Ouellette’s résumé 
includes his status 
as a self-defense 
instructor in several 
disciplines, and 
certification as a Field Officer, 
Verbal Judo and National Tactical 
Officer Association instructor. 

He has earned several awards 
and citations, including for 
narcotics enforcement and hostage 
negotiation, and has served on 
Department of Homeland Security 
and statewide task forces.

The Vermont American Legion 
this year chose Ouellette as the 
state’s Law Officer of the Year. 
In his nomination of Ouellette for 

the American Legion 
award, Merkel wrote 
that Ouellette “has 
been instrumental 
in solving hundreds 
of both county and 
state-wide cases 
involving narcotics 
cases, burglaries 
and thefts, armed 
robberies and other 
types of criminal 
cases.”

Merkel also 
praised Ouellette’s 
interviewing skills, 
his “treating people 
with dignity and 
respect,” and his 

“ability to handle and defuse 
extremely hostile and agitated 
persons, as well as those who are 
suffering from a mental health 
crisis.”

Merkel added that Ouellette 
helps plan and conduct the force’s 
training and develop its policies 
and procedures. 

Ouellette
(Continued from Page 1A)

DET. SGT. JASON 
OUELLETTE

“Jason is 
a great 
collaborator, 
and he’s got 
great ideas 
and is so 
passionate 
about his work. 
It’s great to 
have him take 
this role.”

  — City Manager 
Ron Redmond
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CONGRATULATIONS TO

AND THE INAUGURAL HALL OF FAME CLASS

Thank you, Addison County Chamber of 
Commerce, for all you do to support local 

communities and encourage economic growth. 

When local businesses support each other, 
we all grow stronger.

Lisa Phelps, Parlour
Buster Brush Citizen of the Year

Adam Rainville, Maple Landmark
Young Professional of the Year

United Way of Addison County
Community Achievement Organization of the Year

BUSINESS
of the year

Sarah Cowan
National Bank of Middlebury

Sue Hoxie
Maple Run Marketing

NMLS# 403372
nbmvt.com • 877-508-8455

National Bank of Middlebury
is honored to be named 

Addison County Chamber of Commerce’s

Henry Sheldon Museum
One Park Street, Middlebury, VT
802-388-2117/www.henrysheldonmuseum.org

ADULTHOOD: TRICK OR TREAT?: HOW YOUNG ADULTS STOLEADULTHOOD: TRICK OR TREAT?: HOW YOUNG ADULTS STOLE
HALLOWEEN JUST AS ADULTHOOD WAS STOLEN FROM THEMHALLOWEEN JUST AS ADULTHOOD WAS STOLEN FROM THEM
Thursday, October 27  • 7:00 PM, Free and open to the publicThursday, October 27  • 7:00 PM, Free and open to the public 
Dr. Linus Owens, Middlebury College Professor of Sociology, will examine 
how Halloween refl ects young adults’ responses to contemporary challenges 
and opportunities.
At the Ilsley Public Library
Sponsored by Table 21

SPOOKY NIGHT AT THE MUSEUMSPOOKY NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM
Friday, October 28 • 5-7:30 PM, Free and open to the public Friday, October 28 • 5-7:30 PM, Free and open to the public 
An evening of pre-Halloween entertainment featuring Tarot card readings, 
group psychic readings, a murder scene dollhouse, and live spooky music. 
Take a selfi e with one of the spirit photographs from Museum’s collection 
and be scared by ghost stories told by members of the community. If you’d 
like to share your ghost story (up to 5 minutes), contact the Sheldon at 
henrysheldonmuseum@gmail.com 
and you’ll be added to the program! 
Costumes are optional, but welcome. 
Sponsored by Table 21

WEST CEMETERY TOURWEST CEMETERY TOUR 
Saturday, October 29 • 10-11:15 AMSaturday, October 29 • 10-11:15 AM 
(rain date, October 30)(rain date, October 30)
$15/person; $10 Museum members $15/person; $10 Museum members 
Local historian and storyteller David 
Munford will lead an engaging tour 
around West Cemetery, one of the 
oldest in Middlebury. His tour will of-
fer a window onto the past by telling 
captivating stories about local 
luminaries, locally-buried Civil War 
soldiers, and the Sheldon’s Egyptian 
mummy. This not-to-be-missed tour 
will richly illuminate how an old 
cemetery refl ects its community’s 
history. Ages 14 and up. Space is 
limited, registration required at 
henrysheldonmuseum.org/events

 SPOOKY WEEKEND AT THE 
SHELDON MUSEUM

This past spring Stephanie 
Skenyon began her tenure as 
executive director of Middlebury’s 
Henry Sheldon Museum of 
Vermont History. She succeeds 
Bill Brooks, who retired earlier 
this year.

After earning degrees at the 
College of Holy Cross in Worcester, 
Mass., and at  the University of 
York, in the United Kingdom, the 
Rhode Island native earned a PhD 
in History from the University of 
Miami. She has worked in Florida, 
New Hampshire and Mississippi.

Catherine Crawley of the 
Vermont Arts Council this year 
interviewed leaders of Vermont 
arts and cultural organizations  
about how they are managing 
a viral pandemic, economic 
pressures, unending climate crises, 
and demands to end systemic 
racism — all are reshaping the 
cultural landscape. How will these 
factors shape the arts now and in 
the future?

Recently Crawley posted this 
interview with Skenyon.

What makes you hopeful for 
the future?

The strength of community, and 
its endurance, has impressed me 
over the course of the challenges 
we have collectively faced during 
the COVID pandemic. This 
ongoing crisis has forced people, 
for the sake of health and safety, to 
remain, in many cases, apart. But, 
despite this, friends and family 
have found new ways to connect 
and to strengthen and sustain 
bonds. Smaller nonprofits and 
cultural organizations, like the 
Henry Sheldon Museum, have 
been able to engage with members, 
volunteers, and the public at 
large in many new, different, and 
exciting ways, and I think that a 
whole host of possibilities for the 
future have been revealed in the 
process.

What’s the most challenging 
part of your work currently?

One of the most consistent 
challenges that small museums 
and nonprofit organizations face 
is balancing ambitious goals with 

available resources. One of the 
things I admire the most about 
the Henry Sheldon Museum is the 
dedication of its staff, trustees, 
volunteers, and supporters, and 
the amount of time and effort 
all of them put into developing 
and presenting 
e n g a g i n g 
p r o g r a m m i n g 
and exciting 
e x h i b i t i o n s . 
Back in June, 
when the 
Museum was 
due to open 
to the public 
for the first 
time in 2022, 
staff, trustees, 
and volunteers 
came together to install four new 
exhibitions exploring thought-
provoking themes. Over 75 
members, collectors, and visitors 
attended an exhibition opening 
hosted in the museum’s gardens, 
and the Museum offered a reception 
celebrating the 50th anniversary 
of the foundation of the Stewart-
Swift Research Center in July. The 
Henry Sheldon Museum is clearly 
situated at the center of a vibrant 
community, and this community 
enthusiastically celebrates and 
supports its many successes.  

How have you changed as a 
leader since the early days of the 
pandemic?

I joined the Henry Sheldon 
Museum this past spring, and my 
experience as a college professor 
and graduate student during 
the pandemic has influenced 
my approach to leadership. The 
students I taught helped me realize 
that compassion is an essential 
feature of positive leadership. 
The best leadership strategies 
are founded upon the guidance 
and support engaged to bring 
individuals and communities 
together.  

What are you prioritizing?
Small nonprofit organizations 

and museums all prioritize 
fundraising, although this can be 
accomplished in different ways. 

The Henry Sheldon Museum has 
benefitted from the support of 
donors, members, and grantor 
institutions, and I intend to build 
upon established relationships 
while, at the same time, focusing 
on growth and outreach. The 

Henry Sheldon 
Museum is 
dedicated to 
telling stories 
through its 
c o l l e c t i o n s 
by exhibition 
and program 
deve lopment , 
and successful 
f u n d r a i s i n g 
strategies will 
ensure that it 
will continue to 

do so for years to come.
How do you see your 

relationship with your audience 
or constituents evolving over the 
next five years?

That’s a very good question, 
and one I have thought a lot about 
since I first arrived here. The 
relationship between the Henry 
Sheldon Museum and its audience 
— or audiences — is a reciprocal 
one. The most important first step 
in the relationship development 
process for someone like me in 
this new position is to learn more 
about the audiences the Museum 
has traditionally served and what 
those audiences like, or want to 
see, at the museum. It is my hope 
that the Henry Sheldon Museum 
will present new exhibitions and 
programs which tap into visitors’ 
interests while, at the same time, 
drawing upon the strengths of the 
Museum’s collections. I would 
also, however, like to reach 
out to other audiences within 
the community, the wider state 
of Vermont, and beyond. The 
museum’s collections do certainly 
tell the story of the Museum 
itself, the town of Middlebury, 
and Addison County, but they can 
also reflect upon other events and 
issues of wider significance.

How can cultural institutions 
and organizations participate 

in the current call for creating 
a more diverse, equitable and 
inclusive world?

Many cultural institutions, like 
the Henry Sheldon Museum, 
tell stories. These stories are 
usually inspired by factors like a 
museum’s collection or archive, the 
community in which the institution 
is situated, or the interests of its 
staff, volunteers and trustees. Many 
of the kinds of stories inspired 
by these factors are enriching 
and engaging, but today, cultural 
institutions need to consider the 
stories that they haven’t yet told. 
Often, this requires a reassessment 
of, for example, a cultural 
institution’s collections and who 
is and who isn’t represented 
in them. The Henry Sheldon 
Museum recently considered these 
important questions in a speaker 
series entitled “The Elephant in 
the Room,” and an exhibition 
at the museum, “The Elephant 
in the Archives,” ponders the 
people, and their stories, who are 
underrepresented in our museum’s 
archives.

What are some lessons learned 
or advice that you can share with 
other organizations who are 
grappling with the multi-faceted 
challenges of this time?

Sustainability is, indeed, an 
achievement. The pandemic 
had a significant impact upon 
smaller museums and nonprofit 
organizations. Many were forced 
to close their doors temporarily, 
and others closed their doors 
permanently. I think the pandemic 
reinforced the value of long-term 
sustainability. It is essential for 
leaders, staff, and volunteers at 
smaller museums and nonprofits to 
think about how they will ensure 
that the institution in question 
is successfully passed on to the 
next generation. Decisions must 
be made that not only take into 
account the here and now; they 
must also respond to the here and 
now with careful thought about the 
future.

Anything else that you’d like 
to add?

STEPHANIE SKENYON HAS been leading the Henry Sheldon 
Museum of Vermont History since April. She recently shared her 
thoughts on how direction cultural organizations like hers are moving 
into the future.

Independent photo/Steve James

Skenyon offers her vision for the Henry Sheldon Museum

“The relationship 
between the 
Henry Sheldon 
Museum and its 
audience is a 
reciprocal one.”

— Stephanie Skenyon

I am very excited to begin 
my tenure at the Henry Sheldon 
Museum and to become part 

of so many remarkable local 
communities.  I look forward to 
what’s to come!
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Addison, a sergeant at the sheriff’s 
department who has overseen daily 
operations there since Newton’s 
arrest, and Independent Gerald 
Grant of Addison, who formerly 
worked in the sheriff’s department 
for 11 years in addition to working 
as a jail officer and within area 
public school systems, according to 
his published bio.

This newspaper profiled Elmore 
on July 11. Grant has not returned 
calls and emails seeking an 
interview.

Stacey, who’s running as an 
Independent, hopes he’ll come 
out on top of the Nov. 8 three-way 
race. If elected, regaining the 
community’s trust in the sheriff’s 
department, supporting interagency 
collaboration and prioritizing 
officers’ mental health are a few of 
Stacey’s top priorities. 
BIOGRAPHY 

Mark Stacey, 51, grew up in 
Belmont, Mass., and moved to the 
Green Mountain State in 1989. 
He settled in Leicester, where he 
still lives today, and sold cars as 
general manager of Shea Motors in 
Middlebury. 

His work in law enforcement 
began in 2000, when a good 
friend suggested he start working 
for the Addison County Sheriff’s 
Department. Stacey initially took 
a part-time position there, and over 
the next 16 years worked his way to 
serving as a deputy. 

In 2016, he decided to branch 
out into another facet of law 
enforcement and began working 
as a patrolman for the Vergennes 
Police Department. He now works 
as a senior patrolman for the 
Vergennes department and in 2019 
was selected to serve as the Addison 
County Traffic Safety Coordinator. 
The position is based in Vergennes 
and funded through a joint state 
and federal grant awarded by the 
Vermont Governor’s Highway 
Safety Program. 

Through this position, Stacey 
works collaboratively with Vermont 

State Police and the Middlebury 
and Bristol police departments to 
enhance traffic enforcement and 
officer training. His work also 
includes coordinating interagency 
collaboration, conducting and 
coordinating patrols in areas that 
collected data indicate would 
benefit from enhanced police 
presence, and creating public 
education opportunities such as 
safe driving classes for offenders. 

Stacey describes his approach 
to law enforcement as solutions-
oriented and sees his work as the 
county’s traffic safety coordinator 
as a fulfillment of that 
approach. He’s proud 
of the results Addison 
County has seen in 
highway safety since 
2019. 

“A lot of that work 
is working with other 
agencies to try to make 
the highway safe since 
the death rate is so 
high,” Stacey said.

In the years preceding 
2019, the number of 
fatal motor vehicle 
crashes in Vermont 
stood around 70. In 2019, that 
number dropped to 47, which was 
the lowest it’s been since 2014, 
when there were 44 fatal crashes. 

He said he’s seen the result of this 
approach in other areas of his career 
as well, such as with using verbal 
judo on the job. Stacey said he’s 
found success with the persuasion 
technique, which focuses on using 
words rather than physical tactics 
to diffuse difficult situations. 

“I’m really into de-escalation,” 
he said. “I’m proud of the fact that 
in 22 years, I’ve never had to put 
my hands on anybody.” 

One person who has seen 
Stacey’s commitment to de-
escalating tensions when cops 
interact with suspects is Bristol 
Police Chief Bruce Nason. Nason 
worked with Stacey earlier in his 
career and said he continues to be 
helpful even though they work for 

Stacey
(Continued from Page 1A) different agencies. 

“He was committed to learning 
and sharing with others current 
acceptable law enforcement 
procedures,” Nason wrote in 
a letter to the editor. “With his 
guidance, we improved our service 
to the communities we served. He 
displayed compassion and empathy 
with everyone he encountered.”
HATCH ACT COMPLIANCE 

As a city employee who receives 
a portion of his salary from federal 
funding, Stacey has had to ensure 
his candidacy for sheriff complies 
with the Hatch Act. That federal 

law restricts the 
political activity of 
individuals employed 
by the state, the 
District of Columbia 
and of local executive 
agencies who work 
in connection with 
programs financed 
in part or entirely by 
federal funds. Since he 
fits into the latter group, 
Stacey said he reached 
out to the Political 
Activities/Hatch Act 
unit of the U.S. Office 

of Special Counsel for guidance 
and is making sure to strictly 
adhere to the act’s restrictions. 

He said he’s received the OK to 
run for sheriff since only a portion 
of his salary comes from federal 
funding, and if he continues to 
comply with the act’s restrictions, 
he won’t need to worry about any 
Hatch Act violations. 

“No (campaigning in) uniforms, 
no taking pictures in uniforms and 
obviously no campaigning while 
I’m on duty,” he said of some of 
those restrictions.
SHERIFF’S DEPT. PLANS

If chosen as Addison County’s 
next sheriff, Stacey said there’s 
a few things he’d like to focus 
on. The first is restoring the 
community’s trust in the sheriff’s 
department after Newton’s arrest. 

“I want to bring back some 
legitimacy to the agency,” he 
said. “I’d just like to see it be 
a real viable agency within the 
county.” 

He’d also like to encourage 
collaboration between law 
enforcement agencies in the 
county. Stacey said he believes 
his experience as traffic safety 
coordinator has prepared him 
to facilitate this collaboration, 
which he sees as being of 
increasing importance as law 
enforcement agencies throughout 
the state continue to struggle with 
staffing shortages. 

“We need to all work together,” 
Stacey said. “Everybody’s short 
(staffed) and if you work together 
and help each other, it will make 
things a lot better for public 
safety and the general public.”

Another priority for Stacey 
is destigmatizing discussion of 
mental health within the sheriff’s 
department and other county 
law enforcement agencies. He 
said officers encounter traumatic 
situations while on the job and 
should be encouraged to talk to 
someone if they need support. 

“I always say, ‘It’s OK not to 
be OK,’” he said. “A lot of police 
officers keep it inside, because 
they’re afraid to say something. 
But if you don’t say anything, it 
can eat at you.”  

Stacey also said to start out, 
he wants to talk with towns 
individually to see how the 
sheriff’s department can help 
meet their needs. 

“What I would do is go around 
to the towns and speak with their 
selectboards about what their 
wants and needs are, because 
every town is different,” he said. 

Those interested in learning 
more about Stacey can visit 
facebook.com/markstacey4sheriff. 

 

MONTPELIER — The onset 
of fall sends Vermont’s bats 
into motion, which makes it an 
important time for conservation-
minded Vermonters to learn 
about, and help conserve, our 
nine native bat species.

If you have noticed bats 
roosting in your attic, barn, or 
office over the summer, fall is 
the perfect time to safely evict 
these uninvited guests from 
your property. This is because 
summer groups of bats that 
roost in buildings begin to 
scatter in the fall, in preparation 
for migration or hibernation. 
You can learn how to safely 
evict bats from your building at 
the Vermont Fish and Wildlife 
Department’s best management 
practices page.

You can also help bat 
conservation efforts by reporting 
large colonies of bats living in 
structures to the department’s 
website. Locations with rare 
colonies of endangered little 
brown bats are eligible for free 
bat houses from Vermont Fish 
and Wildlife.

Bat houses provide an 
alternative location for safely 
evicted bats to remain in your 
yard and continue eating huge 
quantities of insects that may 
be forest, agricultural, or human 
pests. Bat houses can be put up 
any time of year but do require 
some simple maintenance. Late 
fall or winter is the time to 
look up inside your bat house 
and make sure all the bats 
have left before cleaning out 

BAT HOUSES ARE a great alternative for bats you need to evict 
from your home, but they do require some maintenance in the late 
fall or winter to clean out abandoned wasp nests and repair any 
leaks.

Photo/VTF&W 

any abandoned wasp nests and 
planning any needed caulking or 
repainting.

“Fall also means Halloween, 
and scary images of bats, but this 
presents an opportunity to bring 
positive attention to bats as well,” 
said Vermont Fish and Wildlife 
Small Mammals Biologist Alyssa 
Bennett. “So, we celebrate ‘Bat 
Week’ in the days leading up to 
Halloween.” 

Bennett added that learning 
about the importance of bats in 
our ecosystems does not mean 
the public should overlook the 
department’s guidance on safety 
in cases of contact with wild 
animals.

“We ask the public let wildlife 
be wild and not handle bats, even 
though the incidence of rabies 
is less than 1% in the natural 
population,” said Bennett. “If 
you are bitten or scratched by 
a bat, you find one in a room 
with a sleeping person or an 
unattended child, or your pet has 

had direct contact with a bat, 
please call the Rabies Hotline at 
1-800-4-RABIES to find out if the 
bat should be tested.”

Bat Week takes place October 
24-31 and aims to raise awareness 
about the vital ecological function 
of bats and to dispel the many 
myths and misinformation about 
them.

Anyone interested in learning 
more can visit the official Bat 
Week website here, or email 
alyssa.bennett@vermont.gov for 
more information about what they 
can do right here in Vermont to 
promote bat conservation.

“Vermont is home to several 
species of threatened and 
endangered bats that we are 
working to conserve and recover 
— we hope Vermonters will 
support these efforts and come to 
enjoy seeing bats in their natural 
environment,” said Bennett. “Bats 
are a very important part of our 
natural world and now, more than 
ever, they need our help.”

Act now to
protect
our nine
bat species

“I’m really 
into de-
escalation. 
I’m proud of 
the fact that 
in 22 years, 
I’ve never 
had to put 
my hands on 
anybody.” 

— Mark Stacey

Open 8-4 Every Day Through Oct. 30th

2638 Ethan Allen Hwy
New Haven, VT 05472  •  802-453-5382

greenhavengardensandnursery.com

PERFECT 
PLANTING 
WEATHER

ADDY INDY
WEBSITE

addisonindependent.com
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PROUD. STRONG. TOUGH.
C A R R Y C A R R Y C A R R Y

SUPPORT MY FUNDRAISER!

TYPE DAY, DATE HERE

TYPE PLACE HERE

TYPE ADDRESS HERE

TYPE TIME HERE

 THANK YOU 

for supporting my fundraiser and honoring 
the service and sacrifice of wounded warriors

WOUNDED WARRIOR
BRYAN WAGNER

DATE

PARTICIPANT NAME

DONOR NAME

802 . 453 . 2500

Support Chris Blanchard and her team at 
Bristol Electronics as they fundraise to honor 

the service and sacrif ice of wounded warriors.  
Search for the Bristol Electronics team at 

carryforward.woundedwarriorproject.org

THANK YOU

BristolElectronicsVT.com

Fighting for Life Article 22
“Culture of Life”

At 84 and being a great-grandfather, my biggest 
enjoyment related to the culture of life was crawling on the 
rug with my great grandchild. At 5 months old, dressed in 
his camo outfit, bouncing him on my knee and seeing the 
big smile on his face, was a joyous moment for me.

I’m concerned that this bill may just pass. “Scary” to think 
about ‘Reproductive Liberty” and the possibility of aborting 
a baby in the “8th Month” of pregnancy.

The media is on the “Yes”. Television 
advertisements make Article 22 sound 
necessary, and “good” for women. Big 
“parasite” attached to the “good part”, 
called “evil.”

Please vote “no” on Article 22.
Thanks, Frank Kane “Fighting For Life”

for preserving ACSD’s smallest 
schools are seeing cause for 
optimism after what has been a 
multi-year effort to gain voter 
input on potential school closures. 
Members of the group Save Our 
Schools have previously petitioned 
and lobbied for changes to article 
14 of the ACSD’s charter, which 
allows for a school to be closed 
upon a supermajority vote (10 of 
13 members) of the ACSD board.

Though there are currently no 
formal plans to close any ACSD 
schools, the district board has 
been taking stock of the future 
of its school buildings in light 
of declining enrollment, rising 
education costs and deferred 
maintenance. The panel received 
an update this past spring from 
consultant Truex Cullins indicating 
Middlebury Union high and middle 
schools are in need of $61 million 
and $18 million in updates and 
repairs, respectively.

Save Our Schools members 
have long advocated for a charter 
change that would require a town 
vote before its local school could 
be closed. A majority of the ACSD 
board has historically opposed such 
a concession, fearing it could force 
all district taxpayers to financially 
sustain tiny, costly schools.

Ripton residents in January of 
2021 voted to leave the ACSD 
to run their own preK-12 public 
education system, primarily as a 
way to safeguard their local school. 
But the town couldn’t find a way 
to provide key educational support 
services. Townspeople on Sept. 30 
voted 148 to 89 to rejoin the ACSD, 
with Ripton school leaders hopeful 
district officials would soften their 
position on article 14.

Among those hoping for a charter 
change is Joanna Doria, a member 
of both the ACSD board and soon-
to-sunset Ripton School Board.

“The Ripton School Board played 
an important role in Ripton rejoining 
ACSD,” she said at Monday’s 
meeting. “That needs to be 
recognized. Moreover, the town of 
Ripton was able to progress through 
a very controversial vote and surface 
on the other side intact and just as 
committed. I believe this happened 
because of community trust. People 
in Ripton trusted the Ripton School 
District Board because the board 
accepted the burden of proof and 
worked tirelessly to find a solution 
that upheld the town’s values. 
We can learn from that. I believe 
appropriate amendments to our 
(ACSD) charter would help our 
merged district work together and 
move forward with a greater sense 
of trust.”

That work was made easier on 
Monday with an unveiling of the 
district’s “Ad Hoc Charter Research 
Committee” report, which provides 
an overview of how the charters of 
all 46 of the state’s unified districts 

speak to the issue of school closures 
(see the full report with this story 
on addisonindependent.com). The 
committee found, among other 
things, that:

• 15 of the state’s 46 unified 
districts leave closure decisions to 
the school board.

• 12 of the 46 districts make 
school closures contingent on a 
binding district vote and a board 
decision.

• 39 of the 46 districts have or had 
town vote requirements featured in 
their charters. Twenty districts only 
required town votes within the first 
2-4 years of operation (conditions 
that have now sunsetted), while 18 
of the districts in this category still 
require binding town votes prior 
to school closure — even after 
the temporary protection period. 
So the latter 18 districts require a 
board and town decision.

• The ACSD is one of 21 districts 
that require a supermajority vote of 
the board to OK a school closure. 
Five districts require unanimous 
board approval, and eight districts 
require only a majority vote of the 
board to shutter a school.

The Vermont Agency of 
Education confirmed the accuracy 
of the charter committee’s report.
REASONS FOR CLOSURE

A few board members on 

Monday asked whether the board 
should codify an explanation of 
what conditions in the school 
system must lead to a vote on 
shuttering a school.

Committee members stressed 
their report intentionally focused 
only on the range of processes 
for approving or rejecting school 
closures. It will be up to the board, 
once it agrees on a closure process, 
to develop protocols for what 
conditions need to exist in order to 
spur a closure effort.

“We did not bring to you a one, 
two and three (top options) because 
we didn’t want anybody to say, 
‘The ad hoc committee basically 
told us what to do,’” said charter 
committee Chair Suzanne Buck. 

Board member Mary Heather 
Noble agreed with the committee’s 
limited approach and to not delve 
into reasons for closing a school 
that might include safeguarding 
the health and safety of students, 
inadequate staffing, or dwindling 
student numbers.

“I’m not sure the articles are the 
best place for that (discussion), 
but I do agree that these are things 
that are really important and that 
we should be talking about as a 
community — certainly as a board 
— and it should absolutely be 
transparent,” she said.

“That opens a much larger can 
of worms,” ACSD board member 
and charter committee member 
Steve Orzech said of the dialogue 
on closure justifications.

Orzech added the committee 
found, as it was doing its research, 
that the ACSD is in uncharted 
territory right now.

“No district has changed its 
articles (of agreement) around 
closure,” Orzech said. “No one has 
dropped or added a clause, as far as 
we know.”

Using the committee’s report as 
a guide, Jette asked each ACSD 
board member to state whether 
they were interested in amending 
article 14 of the charter, and if 
so, how they’d like to see school-
closure input broadened. Almost 
all members said they were in favor 
of amending article 14, and a small 
majority indicated a preference for 
requiring a school closure to be 
endorsed by both the ACSD board 
and a majority of district voters.

Several board members — 
including Jamie McCallum, Barb 
Wilson and Joanna Doria — said 
they favored a process that would 
allow a town to vote before its local 
school could be closed.

The board will leave a final 
decision until its next meeting, 
slated for Nov. 14.

In other action on Monday, the 
ACSD board:

• Overwhelming approved a 
proposal to site a bike pump track 
on a town recreation park site 
located between the municipal 
pool and nearby playing fields (see 
related story).

• Heard a presentation on the 
possible financial impacts of the 
impending sunsetting of federal 
COVID-relief grants and affects 
that could have on future ACSD 
budgets. The Independent will 

explore that topic in a future 
edition.

• Welcomed the board’s new 
student representative, Eddie 
Fallis.

• Noted some early, looming 
impacts for the upcoming 2023-
2024 budget (see related story).

• Agreed to entertain, in the 
near future, an increase in current 
$500-per-year stipend that board 
members currently receive as 
token compensation for their many 
hours of service to the community.

ACSD
(Continued from Page 1A)

Run + Color = Fun
THE WEATHER COOPERATED 

for the first-ever Middlebury Union 
Middle School “Color Fun Run,” 
held on Saturday, Oct. 15. Students 
embarked on a 2-mile jaunt beginning 
and ending on the MUMS campus. 
It provided participants with a lot 
more than exercise, though. Students 
passed by four separate stations to be 
doused with copious doses of colorful 
corn starch. Clockwise from top left: 
Runners start the journey in front of 
MUMS; some fun-runners close their 
eyes as they head into a plume of 
colorful corn starch; a group of MUMS 
Fun Run participants are in stitches 
as they survey each other’s colorful 
markings; and two MUMS students 
share a moment while heading for the 
Fun Run finish line. 

Addison Central School District photos by 
Cyndi Palmer or Jason Duquette-Hoffman
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VOTE
Lesley J. Bienvenue

for Vermont Senate
Visit my  Facebook page to learn more

paid for by Lesley J. Bienvenue

2022 Halloween 
Coloring & Decorating Contest

2. Then submit your spooktacular 
masterpiece:
Online at 

addisonindependent.com/contests
By Email to 

contests@addisonindependent.com
By Mail to 

Addison Independent, 
58 Maple Street, 
Middlebury, VT 05753

Entries will be accepted through 
Monday, October 31st. 
Two winners from each age group will win a 
prize from local businesses. Winners will be 
announced in the November 3rd edition of the 
Addison Independent. All coloring pages and 
prizes can be picked up at our office between 
the hours of 9am - 4pm until Wednesday, 
November 23rd.

Name: Age:

Parent/Guardian’s name:

Address:      City:       State:   Zip:

Phone:       Email:

Age Group:    under 5      5-6      7-8      9-11      12-15      16-Adult

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

Coloring & Decorating Contest

Thank you to the following sponsors 
for making this contest possible:

1. Color and decorate this picture any way you wish (you can use this one, photocopy it, or go to addisonindependent.com/
contests for a printable version).

By JOHN S. McCRIGHT
ADDISON COUNTY — An 

advertisement in the Oct. 20 
Addison Independent Election 
Guide was intended to inform 
voters about where candidates 
stood on important issues, but 
instead some of those featured in 
the ad say it misrepresented their 
views.

The full-page paid advertisement 
on Page 13 of the Election Guide 
features the names and faces of 
seven Republican candidates 
seeking to represent Addison 
County districts in the Vermont 
Legislature, at least fi ve of whom 
disavow it. 

“I was quite surprised and 
disappointed,” said Valerie Mullin, 
a Monkton Republican running for 
an Addison-4 House seat. “When I 
saw it, I was speechless for once in 
my life.”

The ad features some typical 
messages that many candidates for 
offi ce espouse: “Truth,” “Common 

Sense” and “Liberty.” 
It also featured messages that are 

very rarely heard coming from the 
mouths of politicians who hope to 
have success with a broad swath of 
voters, such as: professionals are 
saying men can get pregnant; we 
are against fentanyl in children’s 
Halloween candy and in all candy 
and food; we are 
against medical 
e x p e r i m e n t s 
on children 
through “gender 
m u t i l a t i n g 
surgery.”

W i t h o u t 
s a y i n g 
s p e c i f i c a l l y 
which of the 
two dozen or so 
talking points in 
the ad she objected to, Mullin said 
she was misrepresented and had 
“absolutely not” authorized the ad.

“I briefl y spoke to the man one 
time; I said hello to him one time 

GOP candidates criticize ad as misrepresentation
in Vergennes at the (Sept. 22) 
candidates forum. He has no idea 
what I think.”

She was referring to Robert 
Burton, a retired doctor who resides 
in Cornwall and is a Republican 
candidate for an Addison County 
seat in the Vermont Senate. Burton 
brought the fi nal advertising 

materials to the 
newspaper and 
paid for the ad 
— in part with 
checks from 
the Republican 
Party, and in 
part with his 
own money.

“It’s not me, 
just that I’m the 
guy who went 
down there,” 

Burton said in explanation of his 
role in the advertisement. 

Burton said Peter Caldwell, the 
Middlebury Republican running 
for an Addison-1 House seat, 
initially planned to meet with an 
Independent ad rep. to manage 
the advertisement, but when that 
meeting couldn’t happen, Burton 
was enlisted to spearhead the effort 
with a meeting on the Monday 
before the ad ran. Caldwell could 
not be reached for this story.

Burton further explained that a 
committee headed by Ed Wheeler, 
the pastor of Valley Bible Church 
in East Middlebury, headed up 
a committee that was charged 
with producing the ad. Wheeler is 
described in the advertisement as 

treasurer of Misty Mtn. Resources, 
Committee for Good Government, 
which takes its name from a farm 
that Burton formerly ran.

“It was a scramble, we thought 
everybody was on the same page,” 
Burton said.

Everyone was apparently not on 
the same page.

Leicester Republican Christine 
Stone, a write-in candidate for 
Addison-2, said no one but Burton 
got to review the fi nal design of the 
advertisement.

“I sent pretty reasonable, 
respectful language, and he 
disregarded it,” Stone said. 

Lynn Dike of Bristol, who is 
running for an Addison-4 seat as 
a Republican, was also upset. She 
and her husband, Lloyd Dike, who 
is running for state Senate, both 
appear in the advertisement. Lynn 
said she and Lloyd didn’t authorize 
or approve it. 

Addison-5 candidate Jon 
Christiano, a New Haven 
Republican, said he was somewhere 
between upset and disappointed 
with the ad, in which he appears.

“We are united in the fact that we 
disavowed being part of it and we 
told Mr. Burton that we didn’t want 
to be a part of it,” Christiano said. 
“I never saw it until it was in the 
paper.

“Mr. Burton is a very stubborn 
man; when he decides something 
is the right way to go, nobody else 
can change his mind.”

Like the others, Christiano 
wouldn’t say which parts of the 

ad he opposed and which he 
supported.

Burton acknowledged he knew 
some individuals did not agree with 
all of the assertions in the ad. He 
said, “I spoke to people and asked 
what their interest are — family, 
parental rights, etc.”

“The process got screwed up, 
not the message,” Burton asserted 
“Nothing in there is not something 
that somebody 
said.”

He further 
explained that 
Caldwell, for 
instance, had 
written the 
part about men 
getting pregnant 
as a kind of 
“ b a c k w a r d s 
humor.”

Burton said 
the ad includes 
a selection 
of comments 
from everyone, 
t h o u g h 
they didn’t 
necessarily all get to sign off on the 
entire message. He was fi ne with 
that.

“If they’d been paying attention 
to what Peter is saying they could 
have said, ‘Hey, I don’t want that 
to be there,’” Burton said.

He said some of the candidates 
being upset over some of the 
messages in the ad was “narrow-
mindedness.”

Some of the four candidates who 

were upset to be in the ad discussed 
writing a letter to the editor to 
distance themselves from it, but 
Christiano said they decided not to 
because it might only add fuel to 
the fi re.

“There’s very little we can do at 
this point, it’s water over the dam,” 
he said.

The staff at the Addison 
Independent also weighed what to 

do. The process 
for creating the 
advertisement 
was not so 
far out of the 
ordinary, and an 
advertisement 
— even one with 
such extreme 
views — rarely 
warrants a news 
story. But we 
decided to fi nd 
out how we 
ended up with 
four people 
highlighted in 
a paid political 
advertisement 

so upset with a person in the same 
political party over the content of a 
message. 

Publisher Angelo Lynn said that 
in 40 years in the news business, he 
had never seen a situation like this.

Christiano acknowledged 
that “individually, most of the 
components I wouldn’t be upset 
about; it’s just the overall context 
of the ad.

“Most important,” he continued, 
“we told him not to do this and he 
did it anyway. That, we really don’t 
like.”

Mullin said she’s campaigning 
on four things she cares most 
about: fuel and gas tax increases, 
lack of affordable housing, school 
mergers and rising health care 
costs. That’s the message she wants 
to get to voters.

Stone asked, “Who writes 
anything like that; you are just 
looking for a fi ght.”

Burton said, “frankly it doesn’t 
matter” if the ad didn’t appeal to a 
wide swath of voters.

“We need to get Vermont back 
on the right page,” he insisted.

“Who writes 
anything like that, 
you are just looking 
for a fi ght.”

— Christine Stone
Republican Write-in 

candidate, Addison-2

“I briefl y spoke to 
the man one time; I 
said hello to him one 
time in Vergennes 
at the (Sept. 22) 
candidates forum. 
He has no idea what 
I think.”

— Valerie Mullin
Republican candidate, 

Addison-4

ADDISON  COUNTY

Business Brief

MIDDLEBURY — National 
Bank of Middlebury President 
and CEO Caroline Carpenter has 
announced the promotions of 
Heather Jerome, Jamie McKenna, 
Megan Norris, and Kylie Felion.

Heather Jerome has been 
appointed senior vice president, 
chief talent offi cer (CTO). Her 
new title refl ects the human 
resources department’s expanded 
role in organizing training and 
professional development bank-
wide. Jerome joined NBM in 
2008, serving over the years as a 
customer service representative, 
community offi ce manager of the 
Bristol branch, and head of the 
human resources department. 

Jamie McKenna has been 
appointed vice president, chief 
project offi cer (CPO). Since 
McKenna joined the bank in 
2019 he has been expanding his 
management role through bank-
wide project planning, a key to the 
bank’s success given that project 
execution is necessary to assure 
that our service is evolving to meet 
changing customer needs. 

Megan Norris has been 
appointed vice president, chief 
information offi cer (CIO) to refl ect 
her role in leading our information 
technology strategies bank-wide. 
Norris joined the bank in 2019 as 
head of the technology department 
with a focus on cybersecurity and 
technological advancement.

Kylie Felion, vice president 
and branch operations manager, 
has been added to the executive 
management team, refl ecting her 
growing responsibilities and her 
role’s criticality to changes in 
service delivery across the bank. 
Felion has been with NBM since 
2007, serving in several capacities 
including teller, customer service 
representative, Route 7 community 
offi ce manager, and branch 
operations manager.

NBM offi cers 
receive 
promotions
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If  you’re not sleeping,  
maybe you’re doing it wrong.
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classics like McIntosh, Cortland, 
Empire, Macoun, and few can resist 
a Honeycrisp,” he said. “What really 
excites us is seeing people discover 
the more uncommon varieties that 
we grow like Keepsake (parent to 
the Honeycrisp), Crimson Topaz 
and Esopus Spitzenburg.” 

The orchard has a pick-your-
own season and sells wholesale to 
retailers throughout the state. Rule 
said this year both operations saw 
success. 

“Overall the demand for both 
wholesale orders as well as retail 
pick-your-own was stronger than 
recent years. It’s been inspiring to 
see our customers emerge strong 
from the pandemic and really get 
back to the traditions we all look 
forward to,” he said. 

Looking back on the season, 
Rule said Champlain Orchards was 
grateful to see so many people in 
person this fall. 

“A huge thank you to everyone 
who came out to support 
Champlain Orchards this fall, and 
continues to support us throughout 
the year by purchasing our apples, 
ciders and provisions at their local 
market,” he told the Independent 
in an email. “We couldn’t maintain 
our commitments to stewarding 
this orchard ecologically without 
such a great community of produce 
buyers committed to stocking local 
fruit and the people who bring it 
home!”
A GOOD FIRST YEAR 

Newcomers to the orchard 
business also had a good apple 
season. Conor and Leah McManus 
are among those new orchardists, 
and they’re wrapping up their first 
year operating East Middlebury’s 
Happy Valley Orchard after taking 
over from longtime owners Stan 
and Mary Pratt. 

Conor said the couple has been 
pleased with the plentiful crop and 
warm weather the past two months 
have afforded them.

“Our first year in the orchard 
business has been good to us,” he 
said. “We were really blessed with 
having wonderful weekends. Every 
weekend has been sunny, which we 
didn’t expect.” 

Happy Valley Orchard grows 

88 apple varieties on its 17 acres, 
many of which were big hits this 
year. 

“Honeycrisp were a good seller, 
so were McIntosh and Cortlands 
for those that like making pies,” 
Conor said. 

This year, Conor also enjoyed 
operating his hard cider business, 
Mountain Mac Cider Company, 
out of Happy Valley’s cidermaking 
facilities. Being able to source 
local apples for his business was 
part of the impetus for purchasing 
the orchard, and Conor said he’s 
been able to use leftover apples 
from the pick-your-own operation 
for pressing hard cider, which 
totaled about 50% of production 
this year. 

In addition to hard cider, the 
McManuses brought live music 
events to the orchard this year. Folk 
musicians from inside and outside 
New England have performed at 
the events, which Conor said have 
been regularly well attended.  

“We’d get a small crowd every 
weekend, and it gets bigger and 
bigger each time we do it,” he 

said. “We’re just trying to grow the 
orchard and the community events 
that we do and make it a little bit 
of a hub for people in Middlebury 
and Addison County. There’s more 
than just apple picking here.”

And there’s more exciting 
changes on the horizon for the 
McManuses. They’ve begun 
leasing a portion of their land for 
strawberry production and hope to 
open the orchard in May next year 
for pick-your-own berry season 
and more live music.

“That’s something new that’s 
never been done at Happy Valley,” 
Conor said. 

Happy Valley and Woodman 
Hill Orchards will be open for one 
final pick-your-own weekend for 
community members who want 
to do some late season picking. 
Pick-your-own season at Douglas 
Orchard in Shoreham will also 
wrap up this weekend, though the 
farmstand at Champlain Orchards 
will remain open and visitors can 
continue picking their own apples 
as long as weather allows. 

Apples
(Continued from Page 1A)

CLIFTON  SMITH

AKEEM  FERON

MONTPELIER — Vermont 
Secretary of State Jim Condos 
encourages Vermonters who plan 
to vote early by mail in the Nov. 
8 General Election to mail their 
ballots no later than Oct. 31, to 
ensure adequate time for their 
mailed ballot to reach the Town 
Clerk. Voters who are not planning 
to cast their ballot by mail are 
encouraged to make an alternative 
plan to return their ballots, which 
must be in possession of the Town 
Clerk by 7 p.m. on Election Day to 
be counted.

“Whether you plan to vote early 
by mail, in-person at your Town 
Clerk’s office, by dropping your 
ballot at a secure ballot drop box, 
or by voting in-person at the polls 
on Election Day, having a voting 
plan helps ensure that you don’t 
experience any issues when casting 
your ballot,” said Condos. “Over 
85,000 Vermonters have already 
voted, embracing the universal 
ballot mailing process. Don’t risk 
your ballot arriving late: If you’re 
voting by mail, place your ballot 
in the mail by Oct. 31 at the latest 
to ensure your voice is heard in our 
electoral process.”

Secretary Condos also encouraged 
voters to follow all instructions 
included with their ballot, issuing 
the following guidance:

• Sign: Place your voted ballot 
in the ballot envelope and sign the 

certificate on the outside of the 
envelope, following all instructions 
included with your ballot.

• Seal: Seal your signed ballot 
envelope, with your voted ballot 
inside. Place and seal your ballot 
envelope inside the mailing 
envelope.

• Send: Return your ballot to 
your Town or City Clerk. They 
must have your ballot in hand by 
7 p.m. on Election Day (Tuesday, 
November 8) for it to be counted!

How you return your ballot is up 
to you. You may return your ballot:

•  By mail: We recommend 
mailing your ballot package no later 
than Monday, Oct. 31st to ensure 
adequate time for it to be delivered 
to your Town or City Clerk.

• In person: Bring your ballot 
to your Town or City Clerk’s office 
during normal business hours.

• Drop off at a secure ballot 
drop box before Election Day: 
Check the “Voters” page of our 
website, under “Quick Links,” 
or check with your Town or City 
Clerk’s office to see if a secure 
ballot drop box is available.

• Bring your ballot to the polls 
on Election Day: Bring your ballot 
to your polling location on Election 
Day (Nov. 8, 2022) before the polls 
close at 7 p.m.

All polls will be open as usual on 
Election Day on Tuesday, Nov. 8, 
2022.

Vote early by October 31

SEASONAL WORKERS FROM Jamaica fill boxes with apples at 
Cornwall’s Sunrise Orchards last week, and apple growers around 
the county strive to bring in the perishable crop before cold weather 
sets in. The owners of the smaller Woodman Hill Orchard said they 
hired local pickers and experienced a worker shortage this year.

Independent photos/Steve James
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By MARIN HOWELL 
BRISTOL — The Bristol 

selectboard has accepted a 
proposal from Cushman Design 
Group to study the feasibility of 
building an addition for the Bristol 
Police Department onto the town’s 
fire station. 

Once completed, the study will 
provide the board with 
necessary information 
and floor plans to 
decide whether the 
town wants to proceed 
with the project. 

Board members 
made this decision 
at a Monday evening 
meeting, when they 
also discussed potential 
options for addressing 
New Haven River 
erosion issues, with 
some hopes dampened. 
POLICE DEPT. 
STUDY 

In recent months, 
the selectboard has 
explored potential 
locations for the Bristol 
Police Department, as 
the force has outgrown 
its current home in 
BristolWorks. Adding 
headquarters for the 
police department 
onto the fire station 
has been the preferred 
location among board 
members, particularly 
the possibility of 
building a two-story 
addition onto the back of the fire 
station. 

The selectboard invited 
Cushman, the Stowe firm that 
designed the fire station, to 
revisit preliminary sketches 
the company made for a police 
department addition. At Monday’s 
board meeting, Cushman Design 
architect and project manager 
Michael Purpall presented a 
proposal to further explore that 
addition. 

The study would be done in 
collaboration with Middlebury’s 
Landmark Engineering and Design 
and would consist of discussions 
with police and fire chiefs about 
their existing facilities, the 

development of floor and site 
plans, and the creation of a new 
sketch of the addition. 

“I’m optimistic that there’s 
plenty of room, that there will be 
adequate parking and that the storm 
water and zoning requirements 
will all be possibly met, but that’s 
really what the study is about,” 

Purpall said. 
Adequate parking 

at the West Street 
location has been a 
concern of selectboard 
members. The 
board has discussed 
options for expanding 
room for parking, if 
necessary, possibly 
by eliminating a 
stormwater pond 
on the property. 
Jamie Simpson, co-
owner of Landmark 
Engineering and 
Design, told the 
board this option is 
possible, and that the 
engineering company 
will look at options. 

The board voted 
unanimously to accept 
Cushman Design’s 
proposal. Once 
completed, Cushman 
will present its study 
and the selectboard 
can decide whether to 
move forward. Purpall 
said the group could 
begin work in three 
to four weeks, and 

that he expects the project to last 
around three months. 
RIVER MANAGEMENT 
PLAN 

The Bristol selectboard also 
discussed the possibility of creating 
a river management plan for the 
town, particularly in response to 
erosion in the stretch of the New 
Haven River behind the Bristol 
Seventh-Day Adventist Church on 
Route 116. The gravel that’s settled 
in that part of the river has built up 
over the years and caused the river 
to shift its course, and that change 
is causing riverbank erosion that is 
threatening area real estate. 

Mining the gravel from that 
section of the river was discussed 

as a potential solution, one with 
a potential added benefit of 
providing the town with road 
gravel. Selectboard member 
Michelle Perlee had been looking 
into whether mining gravel was a 
possibility and the necessary steps 
of creating a river management 
plan on how to address the issue. 

But gravel mining looks 
problematic after Perlee and 
Selectman John “Peeker” 
Heffernan visited the a site with 
representatives from the Vermont 
Agency of Natural Resources 
(ANR). Perlee said the group 
found the town probably couldn’t 
remove gravel from that part of the 
river, and regardless the presence 
of Japanese knotweed in the river 
would limit what could be done 
with the gravel.

The fast-growing plant can cause 
damage to infrastructure, and 
Heffernan noted the town would 
need to relocate the gravel to a 
place where knotweed had already 
been introduced. The knotweed 
also eliminates the possibility of 
repurposing the gravel for town 
roads. 

“It can’t be reused,” Heffernan 
said. “Even if we were to crush it 
and use it on our roads, then we’re 
introducing (knotweed).” 

The town has other options, 
including removing rocks and 
debris from another part of 
the river. But moving forward 
with that option would require 
consulting an engineer, presenting 
the ANR with a plan for removal, 
and obtaining a conditional use 
permit. 

The town might be eligible for 
grants to help fund that project, 
but board members expressed 
doubt over whether the town’s 
time and resources would best 
be spent on the undertaking 
given the limited options for 
use of the gravel. The board 
decided to continue exploring 
options and talking with Bristol’s 
Conservation Commission as well 
as the ANR to determine the best 
path forward. 

“(The idea) is not completely 
dead, but it’s not as hopeful 
as what we were thinking,” 
Heffernan said.

In Bristol

Board to study spot for police dept.

“It can’t be 
reused. Even 
if we were 
to crush it 
and use it on 
our roads, 
then we’re 
introducing 
(knotweed).”

— Selectman 
John “Peeker” 

Heffernan



(See Hockey, Page 3B)

ScoreScore
BOARD

SPORTS ALSO IN THIS SECTION:

• School News • Classifieds
• Legal Notices • Police Logs

ADDISON COUNTY INDEPENDENT

B Section
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2022

By ANDY KIRKALDY
BRISTOL — The Mount 

Abraham field hockey team on 
Thursday again played well 
versus a top Division I team, but 
again came up just short, this 
time against visiting Colchester, 
2-1. 

After that setback, the four-time 
D-II defending champion Eagles 
will enter this year’s tournament 
with an uncharacteristic, but 
somewhat misleading, 4-8-2 
record under first-year coach 
Jen Myers. They earned the No. 
7 seed in D-II and were set to 
visit No. 2 Hartford on Thursday 
at 3:30 p.m. for a quarterfinal 
that is a rematch of the 2021 
championship final.

Mount Abe has gone 0-6-1 in 
its past seven games, but each of 
those setbacks have come against 
one of the top six seeds in the D-I 
tournament by either one or two 
goals. And all except Colchester, 
which improved to 6-6-2 by 
topping the Eagles, had winning 
records as of Friday. 

The D-II tournament is also 
loaded with good teams: The 
top four seeds — Woodstock, 
Hartford, U-32 and Harwood — 
each have only one or two losses. 
But Myers believes the Eagles 
have the quality to hold their 
own.

“We have been super, super 

competitive for the last two 
weeks, so I’m excited for the next 
step,” Myers said.

Another positive, she said, 
is the Eagles are healthy after 
dealing with a variety of ailments.

“We’ve been battling sickness 
and injury from the end of 
September to now, so we’re 
finally all back together,” Myers 
said. “So I’m hoping that is 
going to turn the tide for us in the 
scoring circle.”

Certainly, the Eagles appear to 
have the defense and goaltending 
to compete moving forward. 
Senior backs Payton Vincent and 
Natalie Adams again performed 
well on Thursday, and junior 
goalie Greta Jennison’s 10 saves 
included some strong work. 

The Lakers came out hard in 
the first quarter, when Jennison 
made five of her stops, two 
almost immediately on Laker 
midfielder Fiona McHugh and 

EAGLE SENIOR FORWARD Olivia Campbell, center, and senior midfielder Madi Gile, right, jump for joy 
after Campbell scored for the Eagle field hockey team on Thursday, with Gile getting the assist.

Independent photo/Steve James

Eagles playoff-bound after setback

EAGLE FORWARD LILY Case stickhandles past a Colchester 
defender during Thursday’s field hockey game at Mount Abe, won by 
the visiting Lakers, 2-1. 

Independent photo/Steve James

By ANDY KIRKALDY
BRISTOL — Things started 

going wrong this past Saturday for 
visiting Oxbow against the Mount 
Abraham-Vergennes cooperative 
football team right away: The 
Eagles surprised them on the 
opening kickoff with an onsides 
kick from junior Ian Funke that 
MAV junior Jordan McDowell 
recovered. 

It didn’t get any better from there 
for the 3-5 Olympians, as the Eagles 
outscored them, 40-0, in the first 
half on the way to a 40-24 victory.

The Eagles improved to 4-4 and 
leapfrogged to fifth-place in the 
final Division III regular season 
standings. They will visit No. 4 
Rice (5-3) on Saturday at 1 p.m. for 
a quarterfinal matchup. 

Rice outscored the visiting 
Eagles, 60-41, back on Oct. 8. But 
MAV Coach Jeff Stein believes he 
is leading a different team now, one 
that grew in confidence by rallying 
past third-place Mill River, 31-28, 
on Oct. 15 before thumping Oxbow 
on Saturday.

“We talked last week about how 
we finished with Mill River. That’s 
the team that we can be, and I think 
it finally clicked and let them see 
that’s our identity,” Stein said after 
Saturday’s win. “I think the kids 

have some confidence in what they 
are as a team, and they just came 
out ready to play.”

Against Oxbow, after the Eagles 
recovered that onside kick, they 
marched down the field and scored 
on a 19-yard pass from senior 
quarterback Zeke Dubois to Funke 
to make it 6-0. Then Funke lined up 
for another kickoff.

And he tapped another onside 
kick. Word on the Eagle sideline 
was that Funke was supposed to 
boot it deep this time, but nobody 
argued with the result: The 
Olympians bobbled the ball again, 
and Eagle freshman Ryan Wright 
pounced on it.

Four plays later, Dubois handed 
the ball off to senior fullback 
Jamison Couture at the Oxbow 
9-yard line. Couture found plenty 
of daylight running left, stiff-armed 
an Olympian to the turf on the 5, 
and high-stepped alone into the end 
zone. It was 12-0 halfway through 
the first quarter.

It still didn’t get any better for 
the Olympians, even though they 
finally returned a kickoff. But they 
promptly bobbled a handoff, took a 
delay-of-game penalty, and punted. 

The Eagles then marched 65 
yards to score on a 10-yard Dubois EAGLE CAPTAIN CALEB Russell lofts junior receiver Ian Funke to celebrate one of Funke’s two touchdown catches in the Mount Abe-

Vergennes cooperative football team’s rout of visiting Oxbow on Saturday.
Independent photo/Steve James

Eagle put up 40 points in first half
MAV eleven routs Oxbow

(See Eagles, Page 4B)

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Football

10/21 MUHS vs B. & Burton ....... 43-36 (OT)
10/22 OV vs Missisquoi .........................60-6
10/22 MAV vs Oxbow ..........................40-24

Field Hockey
10/19 OV vs Windsor ...............................7-0 
10/20 Colchester vs Mt. Abe ....................2-1 
10/20 CVU vs MUHS ...............................8-0
10/22 OV vs Fair Haven  ................ 2-1 (OT)

D-II Playoffs
10/25 #9 MUHS vs #8 St. J .......... 1-1 (2OT)
............................MUHS Wins Shootout, 3-2

Girls’ Soccer
10/20 Fair Haven vs OV ..........................8-0
10/21 Milton at MUHS  ............................0-0
10/21 Mt. Abe vs VUHS ...........................3-0

D-II Playoffs
10/25 #7 Milton vs #10 OV ......................8-0
10/25 #11 Mt. Abe vs #6 MVU.. ...... 2-1 (OT) 
10/25 #5 Rice vs #12 MUHS ...................2-0

D-III Playoffs
10/25 #3 Stowe vs #14 VUHS..............4-0

Boys’ Soccer
10/19 MUHS vs Milton...........................2-1
10/20 Mt. Abe at GMVS ...........................0-0  
10/22 OV vs White River ................ 2-1 (OT)
10/22 MUHS vs Rice ...............................3-2
10/22 VUHS vs Milton .............................6-0

10/22 Mt. Abe vs Missisquoi ....................9-1
D-II Playoffs

10/25 #2 MUHS vs #15 MVU ................11-0
10/26 #10 OV at #7 Mt. Abe ..................Late

COLLEGE SPORTS
Field Hockey

10/22 Midd vs Tufts  ................................4-0  
10/25 Midd vs Williams ........................... 4-1

Men’s Soccer
10/22 Tufts vs Midd  ................................1-0  
10/25 Williams vs Midd  ...........................1-0

Women’s Soccer
10/22 Midd at Tufts  .................................1-1  
10/25 Williams vs Midd  ...........................1-0

Football
10/22 Midd vs Bates ........................... 40-28

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Football

D-I Playoffs
10/28 #6 Hartford at #3 MUHS ............ 7 PM
11/4 Semifinal ...................................... 7 PM
11/12 ....................................Final at Rutland

D-III Playoffs
10/29 #5 MAV at #4 Rice  .................... 1 PM
10/29 #7 OV at #2 Fairfax ................... 1 PM
11/5 Semifinals ......................................TBD
11/12 ....................................Final at Rutland

Field Hockey
D-II Playoffs

10/27 #5 OV at #4 Spaulding ......... 3:30 PM
10/27 #7 Mt. Abe at #2 Hartford ..... 3:30 PM

10/28 MUHS at #1 Woodstock ....... 3:30 PM
10/31&11/1 Semifinals ...........................TBD
11/4 Final ...............................................TBD

Girls’ Soccer
D-II Playoffs

10/28 Mt. Abe at #2 Harwood .............. 3 PM
11/1 Semifinals .................................... 2 PM
11/5 Final ...............................................TBA  

Boys’ Soccer
D-II Playoffs

10/29 Mt. Abe or OV at MUHS ...........11 AM
11/2 Semifinal ...................................... 3 PM
11/4 Final ...............................................TBA

D-III Playoffs
10/29 TBD at No. 1 VUHS ................... 2 PM
11/2 Semifinal ...................................... 3 PM
11/5 Final ............................................. 5 PM 

Cross Country
10/29.........................State Meet at Thetford

COLLEGE SPORTS
Men’s Soccer

NESCAC Playoffs
10/29 TBD at Midd .................................TBA
11/5&6 NESCAC Final Four ..................TBD

Field Hockey
NESCAC Playoffs

10/29 #8 Hamilton at #1 Midd .............. 1 PM
11/5&6 NESCAC Final Four ..................TBD

Women’s Soccer
NESCAC Playoffs

10/29 #5 Trinity at #4 Midd .................. Noon
11/5&6 NESCAC Final Four ..................TBD

Football
10/29 Colby at Midd ............................  1 PM
11/5 Hamilton at Midd ................... 12:30 PM

ScheduleSchedule

Tiger football stuns BBA, nets #3 seed
By ANDY KIRKALDY

MANCHESTER CENTER 
— The Middlebury Union High 
School football team trailed 
host Burr & Burton, Division I’s 
second-place team, by 20 points in 
Friday’s third quarter, but rallied 
for a 43-36, double-overtime 
victory in the Tigers’ final regular-
season game. The win sent them up 
the D-I standings into third place. 

The 5-3 Tigers earned the No. 
3 seed due to their quality point 
rating edge over two other 5-3 
teams, St. Johnsbury and Essex. 
They will host No. 6 Hartford 
(3-5) in a Friday quarterfinal at 7 
p.m. The Bulldogs, who previously 
lost only to first-place Champlain 
Valley, are the second seed at 6-2, 
and a possible semifinal rematch 
with the Tigers looms if MUHS 
gets past Hartford.

The Tigers’ rally began after the 
teams traded touchdowns to open 
the second half to make the score 
36-14. Gavin McNulty scored that 
TD for the Tigers, and Cam Stone 
rushed for their first-half score.

The Tigers forced a BBA punt. 
On their ensuing possession 
Jackson Gillett scored on a 65-yard 
reverse. Then Cole Schnoor picked 

off a pass by Bulldog quarterback 
Jack McCoy, setting up the Tigers 
in BBA territory. Shortly afterward 
Tiger QB Jacob Kemp scored on 
a keeper and tossed a two-point 
conversion to tight end Penn 

Riney, and it was suddenly a one-
possession game.  

But the Tigers still trailed, 36-28, 
when they got the ball back with 
four minutes left. They marched 
down the field, and Cam Stone 
punched in the touchdown and 
then plowed in for the two-point 
conversion, and it was on to 
overtime at 36-36. 

The Tigers won the toss and 

deferred, and a botched handoff 
and two incomplete passes forced 
BBA to try a 35-yard field goal, 
which missed. But the Tigers were 
stopped short on fourth-and-goal 
from the one, and it was on to the 
second OT.

The Tigers went first from the 
10 this time around, and Kemp hit 
McNulty in the flat, and he bolted 
in. Gillett’s kick was good. And 
then Gillett picked off McCoy in 
the end zone to deny the Bulldogs 
and seal the big win for MUHS. 

McNulty rushed 20 times for 
128 yards, and Stone lugged the 
ball 18 times for 104 yard; both 
scored twice. For the Bulldogs, 
McCoy threw for 216 yards and 
three touchdowns, and he ran for 
67 yards and another score. Nate 
Smilko caught seven of McCoy’s 
passes for 142 yards and two 
scores.

Tiger Coach Dennis Smith 
acknowledged things appeared 
grim early in the second half, but 
praised his team’s grit.

“We kept fighting, although with 
two-and-a-half minutes left in the 
third quarter it wasn’t looking all 
that great. But we still fought,” 

“We discovered 
confidence … They 
didn’t give up. I 
saw some maturity 
last night from that 
group.”
— Tiger Coach Dennis Smith

(See Tigers, Page 3B)
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MIDDLEBURY — In recent 
action, the Middlebury College 
fi eld hockey team clinched the 
regular season NESCAC title and 
will host a league quarterfi nal game 
this weekend, while the Panther 
football team bounced back from its 
only loss. 

The Middlebury soccer teams 
found tougher going, with the 
Panther women tying one game 
and losing another, and the men 
dropping two one-goal contests. 
But both soccer teams have done 
enough overall to host NESCAC 
quarterfi nal games this weekend. 
FIELD HOCKEY

The Panther fi eld hockey team 
(14-1, 9-1 NESCAC) nailed down 
the top seed for the NESCAC 
tournament and protected its No. 
2 NCAA Division III ranking with 
a pair of wins. Middlebury will 
host No. 8 Hamilton at 1 p.m. on 
Saturday in a league quarterfi nal, 
and if the Panthers prevail they will 
also host the NESCAC fi nal four 
the following Saturday and Sunday. 
Middlebury defeated Hamilton, 
2-1, during the regular season.

On this past Saturday, Middlebury 
cruised to a 4-0 victory over second-
place Tufts (11-4). Middlebury 
struck 1:10 into the fi rst quarter, 
when Caroline Segal batted home 
an Amy Griffi n pass that had been 
defl ected into the air. The Panthers 
doubled their lead 7:59 later when 
Hanna Medwar tapped in a feed 
from Katie George.

Middlebury added two more 
goals in the third quarter. Segal 
tapped home a loose ball in a 
scramble, and Audrey Lazar added 
another unassisted goal. Panther 
goalie Grace Harlan made one save 
to record her 19th career shutout. 

On Tuesday, the Panther struck 
early in a 4-1 victory over visiting 
Williams. On a penalty corner fi ve 
minutes in Lilly Branka redirected 
a Charlotte Marks feed, and Segal 
converted a George pass to make it 
2-0 in the second quarter. Later in 
the second period Lazar netted a 
Griffi n rebound on another penalty 
corner to make it 3-0.

The teams traded third-period 
goals. Emily Batchelor scored for 
the Ephs, and Lazar added a strike 
for Middlebury. Harlan made one 
save for the Panthers, and two Ephs 
goalies made three saves each.
FOOTBALL

The Middlebury football team 
held off a surge by host Bates on 
Saturday to claim a 40-28 victory. 
At 5-1, Middlebury is alone in 
second place in NESCAC behind 
unbeaten Trinity.

 The Bobcats scored two 
unanswered second-half 
touchdowns to cut the defi cit to 33-
28), but the Panthers scored in the 

fi nal minutes of the fourth quarter to 
secure the triumph. 

Middlebury took an early 7-0 
lead on a 26-yard TD pass from 
Cole Kennon to Donovan Wood 
and an Andrew Haas extra point.

The Bobcats responded with 
a 70-yard capped by a Colton 
Bosselait 1-yard toss to Mohamed 
Diawara to tie the score.

Panther Liam High intercepted 
a pass by Bosselait on the fi rst 
drive of the second quarter to set 
up a scoring drive for Middlebury. 
Kennon hit Patrick Jamin for 46 
yards to the six-yard line, and two 
plays later found Charles Armstrong 
on a one-yard toss to make it 13-7.

On the ensuing kickoff, Panther 
Teddy Daniels forced a fumble 
on the return and John Greenburg 
scooped up the ball and returned it 
to the Bates’ 18-yard line. Kennon 
then hit Anson Clough for an 18-
yard touchdown to make it 19-7.

The teams traded scores before 
halftime. Bosselait hit Jackson 
Hayes on a 14-yard touchdown 
pass, and Kennon found Greg 
Livingston from one yard out, and 
the score was 26-14. Panther Tomas 
Kenary blocked a late 25-yard Bates 
fi eld goal attempt as the half ended. 

The Panthers scored on their 
opening drive of the second half 
when LeeCharles McNeil rushed 
for a 38-yard touchdown. The kick 
made it 33-14.

Bates then scored twice to cut the 
defi cit 33-28, but Middlebury put 
the game out of reach when Kennon 
connected with Carter Stockwell on 
a 12-yard scoring strike to make it 
40-28 with 3:28 to go.

McNeil led all players with a 
career-best 115 yards rushing, while 
Kennon threw for 326 yards and a 
career-best fi ve touchdowns.
MEN’S SOCCER

The men’s soccer team dropped 
a pair of 1-0 games to fall out 
of fi rst place, but will still host a 
NESCAC quarterfi nal on Saturday. 
The Panthers’ seed will depend 
on the result of a game played on 
Wednesday between Amherst and 
winless Trinity, with a three-way tie 
for second place among Williams, 
Amherst and Middlebury (9-3-3, 
5-3-2 NESCAC) the likely outcome, 
with Williams the probable second-
place team.

On this past Saturday the Panther 
men’s soccer team outshot host 
Tufts, but came up short, 1-0. The 

Jumbos improved to 7-2-5. Tufts 
goalie Eric Lauta made fi ve saves, 
some of them diffi cult, in keeping a 
clean sheet. 

Tufts got the game-winner in the 
13th minute on Woovin Shea’s free 
kick from the edge of the penalty 
box. That was the only shot to elude 
Middlebury goalie Ryan Grady, 
who made three saves. 

On Tuesday, visiting Williams 
6-1-8, 4-1-5 NESCAC) earned an 
8-3 advantage in shots on goal in 
its 1-0 win over the Panthers. Grady 
made seven saves, but could not 
deny Brady Foehl’s left-footed blast 
from close range at the right post 
following a long throw-in from the 
right side. Ephs goalie Ben Diffl ey 
made three saves. 
WOMEN’S SOCCER

The women’s soccer team earned 
a road tie and lost at home in the past 
week to fi nish the regular season 
at 10-4-1, 5-4-1 NESCAC, and 
earn the No. 4 seed for the league 
tournament. They will host No. 5 
Trinity (6-3-6, 4-2-4 NESCAC) at 
noon on Saturday in a quarterfi nal 
matchup. The Panthers edged the 
Bantams, 2-1, in the regular season.

On this past Saturday, the 
women’s soccer team and Tufts 
settled for a 1-1 tie. The Jumbos 
took the lead in the 20th minute, 
when Maddie Pero’s shot from the 
top of the box found the bottom left 
corner.

The Panthers’ Ella Gagnon 
knotted the game in the 73rd minute. 
Carolyn Days sent a ball from 30 
yards out on the right sideline into 
the box. Gagnon outjumped the 
Tufts’ goalie and a defender for the 
ball, and head it into the lower left 
corner.

Panther goalie Sydney Poppinga 
fi nished with three saves, and two 
Jumbo goalies combined for three 
saves. 

On Tuesday, visiting Williams 
nailed down second place in 
NESCAC by edging the Panthers, 
1-0. The Panthers’ best chance 
probably came in the 20th minute, 
when Lucy Patton sent a cross from 
the right side that found a wide-open 
Emma Binks, but her eight-yard 
one-timer went directly at Williams’ 
goaltender Leyla Kamshad (four 
saves). 

Williams tallied the lone goal at 
the 60:09 mark after a poor Panther 
clearance attempt set the Ephs up 
at the top of the box. After a brief 
scramble, Claire Tolliver buried the 
ball in the upper-left corner.

The Panthers pressed late on 
crosses by Ellie Bavier that created 
scrambles, but Kamshad was well 
positioned to deny bids by Gagnon 
and Fanny Lodge. Poppinga made 
a season-high seven saves for the 
Panthers. 

Panthers set to host in playoffs
Field hockey, soccer teams get home fi eld; football wins

Memorial Sports Center
296 Buttolph Drive • Middlebury, VT

802-388-1238
info@memorialsportscenter.org
MemorialSportsCenter.org

Upcoming Events

Want to be a VolunteerWant to be a Volunteer
Zamboni Driver?Zamboni Driver?

See our website to learn more!See our website to learn more!

Thursday 10/27: 
9:00-11:00 AM Public Skating
3:30-4:45 PM - Stick & Puck

Friday 10/28: 
3:30-5:00 PM - Stick & Puck
6:30-8:00 PM Public Skating

Sunday 10/30: 
2:30-4:00 PM - Public Skating

Monday 10/31:
3:30-5:00 PM - Stick & Puck

Tuesday November 1:
9:00-11:00 AM Public Skating
3:30-5:00 PM - Stick & Puck

Thursday, November 3:
9:00-11:00 AM Public Skating
3:30-4:45 PM - Stick & Puck

Friday, November 4:
3:30-5:00 PM - Stick & PuckPlease send form along with picture (if desired) and message to:

58 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753 or submit your form online 
at addisonindependent.com/reader-submissions.

Your Name: __________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________

Telephone #: _______________ Email: ____________________________

Service Member’s Name: _______________________________________

Rank: ____________________Branch of Service: ___________________

Where Stationed: _____________________________________________

Message: ___________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

VETERVETERANS DAYANS DAY
NOVEMBERNOVEMBER 111,1, 22002222

A SALUTE TO VETERANS
Your FREE Veterans Day tribute will be printed

on November 10th in our special Veterans Day edition. 

Deadline for submissions: 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 4TH BY 5PM

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

RICHFORD — The Mount 
Abraham Union High School 
cross-country teams each fi nished 
second in a meet hosted by 
Richford on Saturday. 

The Eagle boys, led by Norman 
Benoit’s 7th-place effort, scored 
61 points to place behind only St. 
Albans (19). Rounding out the 
fi eld were Missisquoi with 74 and 
Richford with 84.

On the girls’ side, only two 
teams sent enough runners to 
score, and St. Albans edged the 
Eagles, 26-29. Kayla Friend led 
Mount Abe by taking fourth.

St. Albans runner Porter 
Hurteau won the boys’ race with 
a time of 18:18.3 on what Eagle 
Coach Eva Friend described as a 
hilly course. 

The Eagle boys’ scorers and 

their overall fi nishes were: 7. 
Norman Benoit, 20:42.7; 10. Sean 
Davison, 22:30.1; 11. William 
Iliff, 23:00.4; 15. Elliot Senecal, 
23:32.8; and 24. Dustin Lavigne, 
25:10.

St. Albans’ Kaitlyn Lumbra 
won the girls’ race in 22:21.1.

The Eagle girls’ scorers and 
their overall fi nishes were: 4. 
Kayla Friend, 25:32.8; 6. Maisy 
Hill, 27:47.1; 10. Ruby Jean Hall, 
28:41; 11. Isabella Shea; 28:45.1; 
and 14. Emily Fritz, 32:04.9.

Eagle runners second at Richford meet

panthers

*Please note: Each individual is eligible to win one gift certifi cate, even if they win multiple categories. 

2022 Garden Game2022 Garden Game
CATEGORIES & FRONT-RUNNERS:

Asparagus (length x circumference) - Laura Asermily, 17” x 2.25”
Beet (circumference) - Steve Reigle, 22.5”
Broccoli (diameter) - Ed Blechner, 12”
Cabbage (circumference) - Phyllis Bowdish, 32.75”
Cantaloupe (circumference) - Ted Foster, 24.25”
Carrot (length x circumference) - Gary Miller, 15” x 8.25”
Caulifl ower (diameter) - Ted Foster, 13.5”
Corn (length x circumference) - Peter Demong, 11” x 7.5”
Cucumber (length x circumference) - Julie Longergan, 25” x 9”
Edible Leafy Greens (length x width - leaf only) - Gary Miller, 19.75” x 9”  

Play the Garden Game!
Do you have veggies to share in our pages? We welcome entries from any of the below categories. Bring 

your entry into our offi ce between 9am and 4pm Monday-Friday and we’ll measure it and snap a photo. 
Each week we’ll publish new entries and update our frontrunners for each category in the contest. At the 
end of the season, each category winner* will be eligible to receive a gift certifi cate from our Garden Game 
sponsor, Middlebury Agway.

  
Eggplant (circumference x circumference) - Sue Galipo, 22” x 18”
Fennel (length x circumference)

Green Bean (length) - Kanyarat Menard, 40”
Kohlrabi (circumference) 

Leek (length x circumference) - Ed Blechner, 43” x 5.5”
Melon (circumference) - Barrie Bailey, 32”
Onion (circumference) - Gary Miller & Pam Thomas, 14.25” (tie)
Parsnip (circumference) - Ed Blechner, 9.25”  
Potato (length x circumference) - Edward Layfayette, 13” x 10”
Pepper (circumference x circumference) - Irene Pierce, 15.25” x 15.25”
Pumpkin (circumference x circumference) - Edward Lafayette, 72” x 62.5”

Radish (circumference) - George & Patrick Martin, 12.25”
Rhubarb (length) - Jill Rainville, 28”
Rutabaga (circumference) - Michael Pallozzi, 32”
Summer Squash (length x circumference) - Ted Foster, 13” x 16”
Sunfl ower (diameter) - Eric Foster, 19”
Tomato (circumference) - Lisa Maloney, 20”
Turnip (circumference)

Winter Squash (length x circumference) - Brud Leedom, 26” x 40”
Zucchini (length x circumference) - Jim Payne, 24” x 13.25”

Check in next week for the of� cial 2022 
Garden Game Winners spread!

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

DON’T MISS OUT!
www.addisonindependent.com

Congratulations
SAMANTHA HALLOCK, A Vergennes Union High School senior, fi nds a novel way to

congratulate boyfriend Caleb Russell after his Mount Abe-VUHS combined football team 
beat the squad from Oxbow High School, 40-24, on Saturday.

Independent photo/Steve James
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forward Grace Robinson. Mid-
period, Jennison kicked away a 
McHugh blast from near the top 
of the circle, and later Adams and 
Jennison teamed up to thwart a 
Laker penalty corner.

Play evened in the second 
quarter, and the Laker defense 
twice helped out goalie Trinity 
Conley. Mazie Audette broke up 
one Eagle rush, and a defender 
cleared away a defl ected Eagle 
shot off the goal line on the 
Eagles’ fi rst penalty corner. A 
strong rush by Eagle forward 
Lily Case forced that corner, 
which came in the quarter’s third 
minute.

But Conley couldn’t stop the 
Eagles on their second corner, 
which came midway through 
the period. Two senior veterans 
teamed up for the goal. Olivia 
Campbell inserted from the left to 
center mid Madi Gile at the top of 
the circle, and Gile drove the ball 
toward the cage. Campbell, who 
had cut in, tucked an angled shot 
in between Conley’s pads at 7:17.

Play went back and forth the 

rest of the period, with the best 
chance going to Laker Nicole 
Norton on a late corner, but 
Jennison was well positioned to 
stop it.

The Lakers asserted themselves 
in the third period. Adams broke 
up one early corner, and Jennison 
stopped Laker standout Ryleigh 
Garrow shortly afterward. In 
the third minute, the Lakers got 
another corner, but Gile and 
middie Morgan Barnard broke it 
up.

Garrow, a track star and 
probably the fastest player on the 
fi eld, equalized at 8:21. Jennison 
ranged far out to stuff Garrow’s 
breakaway bid, but Garrow 
circled back to her left to pick up 
the ball, raced counterclockwise 
through the circle, and rapped a 
shot inside the right post.

The Eagles then created 
chances. Conley stopped a low 
10-yard Campbell shot set up 
by Case three minutes later. And 
three minutes after that, Gile 
forced a corner and fed Campbell 
on the left side, but Conley, who 
fi nished with six saves, was there. 

The fi eld tilted back 
Colchester’s way in the fourth, 
and Vincent broke up an early 
threat. Six minutes in, Gile 
defended a corner well, and a 
minute later Jennison stopped 
Ava Lipson.

When the Lakers earned back-
to-back corners with fi ve minutes 
to go, they converted. On the 
second, Abigail Richards’s shot 
from the top of the circle bounced 
its way through traffi c and into 
the left side for the game-winner. 

Myers would have liked to see 
the Eagles’ effort rewarded with a 
win, but remains confi dent in the 
team and its approach. 

“We’re sticking to our game 
plan, which is working together 
as a group, and just continuing 
to encourage each other,” she 
said. “I don’t think anyone in the 
postseason will be better than 
anyone we faced this season.”  

What else will it take to make a 
run, Myers was asked.

“Believing in themselves,” she 
said. “You’ve got to believe in 
yourself, and that’s going to take 
you a long way.”

Smith said.
He also praised the Tiger 

defense for its ability to clamp 
down in the second half against a 
team presenting multiple looks.

“We got pass rush on the kid as 
the game went on,” Smith said. 
“We discovered confi dence. The 
front is an experienced group. My 
back four, fi ve, we’re still green 
and young back there. We made 
some mistakes. But they didn’t 
give up. I saw some maturity last 
night from that group.”

Once the Tigers seized the 
momentum, Smith said, they did 
not let up.

“We had some big plays 

offensively that kept drives alive,” 
he said.

Smith has said all along he 
wanted the Tigers to play well 
enough to earn respectable 
position for the playoffs, and that 
meant taking care of business 
every Friday night. Now that focus 
will turn to the Hurricanes, who 
they defeated in overtime on the 
road, 34-33, on Oct. 7. 

“Like I said, it’s week to week,” 
Smith said. “Let’s get through 
this one. We’re happy. I’m happy. 
And like I said to these kids, we 
can play with anybody. It’s just a 
matter of that self-confi dence and 
believing in your teammates.” 

Tigers
(Continued from Page 1B)

ADDISON COUNTY — As 
expected, the Vergennes and 
Middlebury boys’ soccer teams 
were awarded high postseason 
tournament seeds: The Vermont 
Principals’ Association on Monday 
awarded the 12-1-1 Commodores 
the No. 1 seed in Division III and 
the 11-2-1 Tigers the No. 2 seed in 
D-II. 

The Tigers, the only local boys’ 
soccer team to see action before 
the deadline for this issue, also 
advanced easily in their fi rst-round 
game.

Also in D-II, the 5-7-2 Eagles 
earned the No. 7 seed, and they 
were set to host No. 10 Otter 
Valley (7-7) in the fi rst round on 
Wednesday — with the winner set 
to square off against the Tigers in a 
Saturday quarterfi nal. The Eagles, 
who fi nished strong this season, and 
Otters, who improved their record 
over 2021, didn’t meet this fall. 

The Commodores received a fi rst-
round bye and await the winner of 
a Wednesday game between No. 8 
White River Valley and No. 9 Green 
Mountain Union before opening 
their title quest. Their quarterfi nal 
will be played at 2 p.m. on Saturday. 
If VUHS holds serve on Saturday, 
the Commodores would most likely 
next host either No. 4 Enosburg or 
No. 5 Woodstock in a semifi nal on 
Nov. 2. The D-III fi nal is set for 
Saturday, Nov. 5. 

In the only action on Tuesday, 
the No. 2 Tigers, who had rolled 
over No. 15 Missisquoi twice in the 
regular season, soundly beat them 
again, 11-0, improving to 12-2-1.

Ollie Anderson scored four 
goals to lead the assault, Ollie 
Choudhury scored three, and 
Ronen Silberman added two 

and set up two goals. Henry 
Hunsdorfer and Caleb Burrows
also found the net, and goalie 
Owen Lawton made four saves. 
Two T-Bird keepers combined for 
12 saves. 

The Tigers’ quarterfi nal vs. Mt. 
Abe or OV is set for Saturday at 
11 a.m. The winner of that game 
advances to a semifi nal scheduled 
for Nov. 2 at 3 p.m. —  No. 3 
Harwood is most likely to be the 
opponent on that day. Undefeated 
Montpelier is the top seed in D-II.
REGULAR SEASON

The Tigers clinched the Lake 
Division title on Oct. 19 by topping 
host Milton, 2-1. Zach Wilkerson 
and Trey Bosworth netted the goals 
for the Tigers, while Luke Bushey 
scored for Milton. 

On Saturday, MUHS concluded 
its regular season by defeating 
visiting Rice, 3-2. Rice took an early 
lead, but fi rst-half goals by Ollie 
Anderson, assisted by Wilkerson, 
and Iver Anderson made it 2-1 
at the half. Eliot Schneider made 
it 3-1 before Rice scored in the 
fi nal two minutes. Lawton made 
two saves, and Rice keeper Nate 
DeGraff-Murphy made fi ve.

Also on Saturday, the 
Commodores wrapped up the top 
seed in D-III by pelting visiting 
Milton, 6-0. Shamus Rooney
returned from an illness that caused 
him to miss the team’s recent tie 
with MUHS and sparked VUHS 
with three goals, one on a penalty 
kick. 

Xavier DeBlois and Jack 
Wyman each contributed a goal and 
an assist, Ryder Messinger scored 
one goal, and Oakley Francis, Eli 
Brace and Spencer Grimm set 
up goals. Abram Francis made 

two saves for the Commodores, 
and Dylan Mitchell made eight for 
Milton. 

The Eagles fi nished with a tie 
and a win. On Oct. 20, Mount Abe 
and host Green Mountain Valley 
deadlocked, 1-1. James Graziadei 
scored for the Eagles, and goalie
Domenic Graziadei made eight 
saves. Ben Albrecht blocked six 
shots for the Gumbies. 

On Saturday, the Eagles bested 
winless Missisquoi, 9-1, led by 
Judah Jackson’s fi rst-half hat 
trick. Sam Tropp scored twice, 
and adding a goal apiece were Jack 
Breault, assisted by Liam Lazarre; 
Gavin Bannister, by converting 
a Chance Denecker penalty kick 
bid that rebounded off a post; Jake 
Lucarelli, who added two assists; 
and Lorenzo Atocha.  

In a Saturday game moved from 
Friday, the Otters topped visiting 
White River, 2-1, in overtime, to 
clinch a .500 regular season. Owen 
Thomas netted the game-winner, 
with an assist from Connor Denis. 
Thomas also scored in regulation, 
with an assist from Logan 
Letourneau. Coach Brian Thomas 
said OV goalie Isaiah Wood had 
a strong game, making “a couple 
beauties” among his eight saves.

Hockey
(Continued from Page 1B)

EAGLE JUNIOR GOALIE Greta Jennison makes one of her 10 saves during the Mount Abe fi eld hockey 
team’s 2-1 loss to visiting Colchester on Tuesday. 

Independent photo/Steve James

Take your skiing to new heights!
REGISTRATION NOW OPEN!  | SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE

For more information please visit us online
at https://www.middleburyskiclub.org

Join the Middlebury Ski Clubtoday!

MUHS, VUHS booters net high seeds

EAGLE SENIOR CENTER mid Madi Gile makes a pass through two Colchester defenders during 
Thursday’s fi eld hockey game in Bristol, won by the Lakers, 2-1. Gile assisted the Eagle goal.

Independent photo/Steve James
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99 Rt. 7 Salisbury, VT 
Open: W-F 2-5p.m. Sat 9a.m.-3p.m.

(802) 363-4388
Gift Certifi cates make a GREAT gift!

Nop Brothers & Sons 
Angus Beef

Farm Fresh & Local Meat • Large Selection of Prime Cuts
Proudly Supplying Local Restaurant & Caterers

Our rates have stayed the same — 
come check us out!

Visit us at our farm stand at
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Laurinda Poirier-Solomon, RN, L AcLaurinda Poirier-Solomon, RN, L Ac
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advertising@addisonindependent.com or call 802-388-4944
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“Wellness is more than the absence of illness.”
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Therapeutic Soft & Deep Tissue
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Therapeutic Massage, Lymph Drainage
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Acupuncture & Shiatsu Bodywork
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Practitioner of the WeekPractitioner of the Week
Georgia Dune is 
a Certified Massage 
Therapist (18 yrs), 
Reflexologist (15 
yrs) and Licensed 
Esthetician (4 yrs). 
She specializes in 
Reflexology-based 
foot massage and 
provides an eclectic 
menu of professional 
bodywork and skin 
care services by 
appointment. All 
of her work has an 
emphasis on pain 
relief, self-care, body positivity; wellness 
inside and out.
  
Georgia’s holistic wellness practice, 
DuneSpa is located in Somawork Wellness 
Center at 50 Court Street in Middlebury.

Visit Dunespavt.com for more information 
and to see her full menu of services.

Georgiadune@gmail.com
802-377-2507

“Wellness is more than the absence of illness.”
50 Court St • Middlebury, Vt 0575350 Court St • Middlebury, Vt 0575350 Court St • Middlebury, Vt 0575350 Court St • Middlebury, Vt 05753

A Center for 
Independent Health Care PractitionersIndependent Health Care PractitionersIndependent Health Care PractitionersIndependent Health Care PractitionersIndependent Health Care Practitioners

............................802-247-8106
Therapeutic Soft & Deep Tissue

...............................802-388-0254
Energy Work             https://joanne.abmp.com

Georgia Dune,
Certified Massage 

Therapist, Reflexologist  
& Esthetician

Directory

“Wellness is more than the absence of illness.”
50 Court St • Middlebury, Vt 05753

A Center for 
Independent Health Care Practitioners

SOMAWORK

WELLNESS
CENTER

Charlotte BishopCharlotte Bishop ............................802-247-8106
    Therapeutic Soft & Deep Tissue

JoAnne KenyonJoAnne Kenyon...............................802-388-0254
Energy Work             https://joanne.abmp.com

Donna Belcher, M.A.Donna Belcher, M.A. ..................... 802-388-3362
    Licensed Psychologist - Master

Nancy TellierNancy Tellier ...................................802-989-8046
Ortho-Bionomy®

Hyla DickinsonHyla Dickinson...................................... 802-989-2969
Therapeutic Massage, Lymph Drainage
Craniosacral & Visceral Manipulation

Georgia Dune CMT, CR, LEGeorgia Dune CMT, CR, LE.................  802-377-2507
Reflexology, Facials & More, Dunespavt.com

Laurinda Poirier-Solomon, RN, L AcLaurinda Poirier-Solomon, RN, L Ac..802-238-4659
Acupuncture & Shiatsu Bodywork

run in which he broke one tackle 
and then cut between two other 
Olympians at the 7-yard line on 
the way to paydirt. Funke kicked 
the point after this time, and it 
was 19-0 a minute into the second 
quarter.

By the time the fi rst half ended, 
MAV had set a program record for 
points in a half. 

The Eagles scored three more 
second-quarter touchdowns on 
drives ranging from 42 and 57 
yards: a 14-yard Dubois pass to 
Funke in which the 6-foot, 4-inch 
receiver outjumped two Olympians 
for the ball on the 3-yard line 
and then muscled his way into 
the end zone, and runs by senior 
Lucas Allen of 1 and 48 yards, on 
both of which he was essentially 
untouched. 

In the half, the Eagles racked 
up 164 yards in the air as Dubois 
completed 11 of 16 passes, six to 
Funke for 112 yards and three to 
Couture for 32. And the Eagles 
added another 145 on the ground, 
with Allen (seven attempts for 
71 yards) and Couture (11 for 61 
yards) leading the way. 

Oxbow gained just one fi rst 
down in the fi rst two quarters, on 
a 25-yard scramble by quarterback 
Chase Lund. He threw an 
interception on the next play, with 

Allen making a nice one-handed 
pick. 

Despite Lund’s 25-yard gain, 
because of losses on other plays 
(including a sack by Spencer White 
and Wyatt Allenson) Oxbow gained 
zero net yards in the fi rst half. 

In other words, the Eagle starters 
outgained the Olympians 309-0 
in yards in the half. Most of those 
starters spent the second half 
rooting for the Eagle JV squad, 
which took over for MAV.

Oxbow put up 24 points in the 
second half. Nikk Schwarz scored 
on a 5-yard run late in the third 
quarter that was set up by Xavier 
Boudin’s 37-yard ramble on a 
reverse; Beaudin broke a reverse 
for a 65-yard TD early in the fourth; 
Lund capped an 82-yard drive with 
an 11-yard keeper; and Schwarz 
fi nished a 98-yard march in the late 
going by tossing a 12-yard option 
pass to Lund. But the outcome was 
never in doubt.

Stein described the identity 
he believes the Eagles have 
established.  

“We’re fi nally starting to see that 
we are a well-rounded team. I think 
they know we can be aggressive. 
We now know we can run the ball, 
and we have Ian (Funke) and Tyler 
White we can throw the ball to,” he 
said. “You’ve got several weapons 
you’ve got to stop on our offense 
now. And then defensively we’re 
swarming to the ball better than we 
have all season.”

Better performance from the 
offensive line has made a major 
difference, Stein said, crediting 
leadership from senior offensive 
tackle and captain Caleb Russell, 
a new scheme, and the athletes’ 
receptiveness to coaching. 

Now, he said, the Eagles can 
look forward to the D-III playoffs 
with confi dence.

“We’re clicking and we’re doing 
pretty good,” he said. “I feel good 
about anybody we play. We’re 
playing tough.” 

By ANDY KIRKALDY
ADDISON COUNTY — In 

local high school girls’ soccer 
play, only No. 11 Mount Abraham 
in Division II advanced in the 
postseason on Tuesday, when 
No. 10 Otter Valley and No. 12 
Middlebury fell in D-II, and No. 
14 Vergennes saw its season end 
in D-III.
EAGLES

The No. 11 Eagles (5-9-1) 
knocked off No. 6 Missisquoi 
when Maia Jensen scored 3:17 
into overtime with an assist from 
Louisa Painter. Jensen also 
scored an OT playoff game-winner 
for the Eagles in 2021. The Eagles 
took the lead late in Tuesday’s fi rst 
half when a Jensen shot defl ected 
in off a defender.  

MVU (12-3) tied the game in 
the fi nal minute of regulation 
when Destiny Pigeon headed in a 
corner kick. Eagle goalie Joanna 
Toy made six saves, and MVU’s 
Shannell Unwin made nine saves.

The Eagles will visit No. 3 
Harwood on Friday at 3 p.m. for a 
quarterfi nal. 
OTTERS

The No. 10 Otters had won 
seven times in the regular season, a 
six-game improvement over 2021, 
but No. 7 Milton (8-6-1) knocked 
them off, 8-0, in their fi rst round 
playoff game on Tuesday. Seven 
Yellowjackets scored in their 
victory, and goalie Lila Martin 
made two saves. 

OV goalie Linnea Faulkner
capped her outstanding season 
with a 21-save effort. 

TIGERS
The Tigers fell to No. 5 Rice 

(9-5-1) by a 2-0 fi nal. Tiger goalie 
Kassidy Brown made fi ve saves 
as her team fi nished 4-9-2. Allie 
Leduc scored both of Rice’s goals, 
and keeper Sunshine Clark made 
three saves.
COMMODORES

Rebuilding VUHS concluded its 
season at 1-13-1 when No. 3 Stowe 
improved to 12-3 by besting the 
Commodores, 4-0, in D-III. Four 
Raiders scored a goal apiece, and 
two Stowe goalies combined for 
three saves. VUHS goalie Quincy 
Sabick made 10 saves. 
REGULAR SEASON

As the regular season wound 
down last week, host Mount Abe 
defeated VUHS on Friday, 3-0, to 
highlight the action.

The Eagles got fi rst-half goals 
from Safi  Camara, assisted by 
Jensen, and Piper Guillmette in the 
fi rst half, and Lucy Parker scored 
in the second half. The Eagles held 
the Commodores without a shot 
on goal, while Sabick made eight 
saves for VUHS. 

Also on that Friday, MUHS and 
visiting Milton settled for a 0-0 tie. 
Brown made eight saves for the 
Tigers, and Lila Martin blocked 10 
shots for the Yellowjackets. 

Elsewhere, last Thursday host 
Fair Haven (13-1) blanked the 
Otters, 8-0, as Slater Brittany 
Love scored four goals, and OV 
settled for its .500 regular season 
and a major step forward from a 
year ago. 

By ANDY KIRKALDY
ADDISON COUNTY — The 

10-4 Otter Valley fi eld hockey team 
received the highest seed among 
the area’s three Division II squads, 
a No. 5 nod. 

But like the four-time defending 
champion Eagles, at 4-8-2 the No. 
7 seed, and Middlebury, at 1-12-1 
the No. 9 seed in the 10-team fi eld 
entering the tournament, the Otters 
will open on the road. The Tigers 
made the most of their road trip on 
Tuesday, upsetting the No. 8 seed. 

OV will visit the D-II’s No. 4 
seed, Spaulding, on Friday at 3 p.m. 
Those two teams didn’t meet in the 
regular season. If the Otters stem the 
Tide, they would likely get another 
shot at top seed Woodstock in a 
semifi nal next week. The Wasps’ 
record includes two wins over OV.

Potential No. 10 seed Brattleboro 
chose not to compete in the 
tournament, meaning the Eagles 
advanced directly to a quarterfi nal 
against No. 2 Hartford on Thursday. 
That game is a rematch of the 2021 
fi nal, won, of course, by Mount 
Abe. 

The Tigers knocked off  No. 8 
St. Johnsbury in a fi rst-round game 
on Tuesday in dramatic fashion, 
outscoring the Hilltoppers, 3-2, in 
a shootout after the teams ended in 
a 1-1 tie after regulation and two 
overtimes. 

Navah Glickman gave the Tigers 
the lead in the second period, with 
an assist from Ireland Hanley. But 
Alexandra Mosher scored for St. J 
in the third quarter to equalize, and 
eventually it went to a shootout, in 
which attacking players go one-on-
one with the goalies. 

Tiger goalie Jolee Henderson, 
who made two saves in regulation 

and the overtimes, stopped three 
out of the fi ve St. J. shooters. And 
Lila Cook Yoder, Hana Doria and
Kenyon Connors converted for 
MUHS to give the Tigers the victory. 
St. J goalie Willa Kantrowicz made 
six saves in regulation and two 
in the shootout as the Hilltoppers 
dropped to 5-9-1. 

The Tigers improved to 2-12-1 
and will next take on top-seeded 
Woodstock (12-1) on Friday at 3:30 
p.m.
REGULAR SEASON

The Eagles hosted Colchester 
on Oct. 20 in their regular season 
fi nale; see story. 

The Otters on Oct. 19 blanked 
visiting Windsor, 7-0, as senior 
Ryleigh LaPorte scored four 
goals and assisted on one of two 
of classmate Mackenzie McKay’s
two goals. Hannah Desabrais
tallied the other OV goal, and goalie 
Lily Morgan made fi ve saves for 
the shutout.

On Saturday the Otters defeated 
host Fair Haven, 2-1, in overtime 
when LaPorte rapped home a 
McKay feed 1:40 into overtime.

Vivian Ladabouche gave the 
Slaters the lead three minutes 
into the game with an assist from 
Megan Wetmore. That lead stood 
until LaPorte equalized with eight 
minutes to go in the fourth quarter. 
Fair Haven fi nished at 7-6-1 and 
will look to make noise in the D-III 
tournament. 

On Oct. 20, visiting Champlain 
Valley, D-I’s top seed, bested the 
Tigers, 8-0. Henderson made 13 
saves, and Michaela Charbonneau
added three as MUHS entered the 
playoffs with its 1-12-1 mark. Eight 
Redhawks scored, led by Claire 
Marcoe with two. 

BRANDON — The host Otter 
Valley football team ran over 
winless Missisquoi on this past 
Saturday, 60-6.

The Otters concluded the regular 
season at 4-4, but despite the victory 
dropped to No. 7 in the Division III 

quality points rankings. They will 
open the D-III playoffs at No. 2 
Fairfax-Lamoille on Saturday at 
1 p.m. The Bullets defeated the 
visiting Otters, 24-6, on Oct. 15, in 
their regular season meeting.

On this past Saturday the OV 

rushing game racked up seven 
touchdowns, led by two from 
Keevon Parks. 

Otters Noel Pearsons, Caleb 
Whitney, Luca Polli, Chase 
Razanouski and Tucker Babcock 
added one apiece. 

EAGLE SENIOR FULLBACK Jamison Couture high-steps toward the end zone after stiff-arming Oxbow’s Brady Kilduff during his 9-yard 
scoring run, one of six unanswered touchdowns the Mount Abe-VUHS cooperative team scored in the fi rst half vs. visiting Oxbow on 
Saturday.

Independent photo/Steve James

Eagles
(Continued from Page 1B)

MAV SENIOR QB Zeke Dubois breaks a tackle on the way to the 
Eagles’ third of six fi rst-half touchdowns in their big win over visiting 
Oxbow on Saturday. The cooperative team improved to 4-4, earned 
the No. 5 seed in D-III, and will visit No. 4 Rice this Saturday. 

Independent photo/Steve James

MUHS stickers upset St. J; 
Mt. Abe, OV go on Thursday

Otter football thumps Thunderbirds

Only Eagle girls’ soccer advances



Addison Independent, Thursday, October 27, 2022 — PAGE 5B

info@addisoncountypcc.org • addisoncountypcc.org • 388-3171

Helping Young Families Get The Right Start

• Community Playgroups
• Parent Education Classes
• Home Visits
• Pregnancy Prevention Programs
• Parent Training & Child Center

OPEN DAILY from 9 – 5
through the end of October.
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PICK-YOUR-OWN
& FARMSTAND

1307 North Bingham St., Cornwall, VT SUNRISEORCHARDS.COM

Visit an Orchard

calendarcalendar
communitycommunity

As the spirits move you
WITNESS A SÉANCE as Rokeby Museum’s Robinson family may have done 170 years 

ago when the Ferrisburgh museum presents the staged reading “Spirits of Rokeby,” this 
Friday, Oct. 28, from 5-8:45 p.m. and Saturday, Oct. 29, 2-8:45 p.m. See listing for more 
info.

Public domain photo

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Vergennes. Thursday, Oct. 27, 10:45 

a.m., St Peter’s Parish Hall, 85 S. Maple 
St. Please stay in your car. Drive up, check-in, 
contact free pick up. BBQ beef steak, risotto 
with diced tomatoes, Italian vegetables with 
black beans, wheat bread, berry crisp and milk. 
Advanced reservations only. Call Michelle to 
reserve by Sunday, Oct. 23. at 802-377-1419. 
Open to anyone age 60 and up and their spouse 
of any age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery may 
be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. 
TVT requires 48-hour notice. 

Community Conversation on Diversity, Equity & 
Inclusion - General Community in Middlebury. 
Thursday, Oct. 27, 6:30-8 p.m., Community 
Meeting Room, Ilsley Public Library, 75 Main St. 
The first in a series of community conversations 
aimed at learning more about your experiences 
and suggestions for how Middlebury can improve 
in serving the community and what the town 
should celebrate, too. The larger goal is to inform 
the Town of Middlebury’s Strategic Justice, Equity, 
Diversity, and Inclusion (JEDI) plan. Children 
welcome. Light refreshments provided. Register 
at tinyurl.com/Com-convo-diversity or at the Town 
Manager’s Office, 802-458-8001.

“Adulthood — trick or treat?: How young adults 
stole Halloween just as adulthood was stolen 
from them” in Middlebury. Thursday, Oct. 
27, 7 p.m., Ilsley Public Library, 75 Main St. In 
collaboration with the Henry Sheldon Museum, 
Professor Linus Owens of Middlebury College will 
give this presentation, which is free and open to 
the public.

“Bees Besieged: A History of Beekeeping in 
Salisbury. Thursday, Oct. 27, 7 p.m., Salisbury 
Meeting House, 853 Maple St. Writer Bill Mares, 
a beekeeper for 45 years, will tell of the origins 
and evolution of beekeeping, sometimes referred 
to as “farming for intellectuals,” with a particular 
emphasis on his research in Vermont. Free, 
open to the public, and accessible to those with 
disabilities.

Pumpkin carving in Cornwall. 
Friday, Oct. 28, 10 a.m.-12 noon, 

Cornwall Town Hall. Some carving 
implements will be provided.

Age Well grab and go meal in Starksboro. Friday, 
Oct. 28, 3:30 p.m., Starksboro Baptist Church, 
Route 116. Please stay in your car. Drive up, 
check-in, contact free pick up. BBQ beef steak, 
risotto with diced tomatoes, Italian vegetables 
with black beans, wheat bread, berry crisp and 
milk. Advanced reservations only Call Michelle 
to reserve by Sunday, Oct. 23. at 802-377-1419. 
Open to anyone age 60 and up and their spouse 
of any age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery may 
be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. 
TVT requires 48-hour notice. 

Sheldon Spooky Night in Middlebury. Friday, 
Oct. 28, 5-7:30 p.m. The Sheldon Museum’s 
free evening of pre-Halloween entertainment will 
include spirit-inspired activities like Tarot card 
readings, group psychic readings, a murder scene 
dollhouse and live spooky music. Take a selfie 
with one of the museum’s spirit photographs. The 
centerpiece of the evening will be a MOTH-style 
program with ghost stories told by members of the 
community. To share your 5-minute ghost story, 
contact the Sheldon at henrysheldonmuseum@
gmail.com to be added to the program. Costumes 
optional, but welcome.

Séance in in Ferrisburgh. Friday, Oct. 28, 5-8:45 
p.m., Rokeby Museum, Route 7. The “Spirits of 
Rokeby” dramatization allows you to witness 
what an actual séance was like for the Robinsons 
170 years ago. Ticket holders will gather for hot 
cider and a short introduction to spiritualism 
before a “spirit” of Rokeby guides them into the 
historic house to experience a staged reading of 
séances. Tickets $20 and sold at the museum or 
at Rokeby.org. Limited seating and tickets are 
timed. Repeats on Oct. 29.

Pizza Bake in Ripton. Friday, Oct. 28, 5-6:30 p.m., 
Ripton Elementary School, 753 Lincoln Rd. The 
Friends of Ripton School will be having a pizza 
bake. Delicious, hand-made, wood-fired pizzas 
cooked to order. Proceeds support enrichment 
activities for Ripton Elementary School students. 
Choices include Cheese $12, Pepperoni $15, or 
Harvest Special (roasted root veggies, onion, and 
goat cheese) $15. Gluten-free crust available. Call 
802-388-2208 or email riptonoffice@acsdvt.org 
before noon on Friday, Oct. 28, to place your order.

Stargazing at Mittelman Observatory in 
Middlebury. Friday, Oct. 28, 8:30-10 p.m., 
weather permitting, roof of McCardell Bicentennial 
Hall, 276 Bicentennial Way. A variety of interesting 
stars, planets, star clusters, nebulae and 
galaxies will be visible through the observatory’s 
telescopes. Due to COVID-19 policies and best 
practices, not all telescopes may be open and 
masks may be required. Free and open to the 
public.

Pumpkins in the Park in Bristol. 
Saturday, Oct. 29, 1-3 p.m., town 

green. Come grab a pumpkin to carve 
and help decorate the town green. New this year 
we will have Halloween Story Time by Marita from 
the Lawrence Memorial Library. Rain location 
Holley Hall (Masks Required).

Pumpkin Palooza in Lincoln. Saturday, Oct. 29, 
afternoon, Lincoln Library. Pumpkin carving, 
naming and awards, cider and popcorn, some 
baked goods and fun for all. Costumes are 
suggested but optional. The library will also be 
open for trick or treating on Halloween night.

Séance in in Ferrisburgh. Saturday, Oct. 29, 2-8:45 
p.m., Rokeby Museum, Route 7. The Spirts of 
Rokeby continues. See Oct. 28 listing for details.

Spooktacular in Middlebury. Saturday, Oct. 29, 
3:30-5 p.m., downtown and Town Hall Theater, 
68 S. Pleasant St. Trick-or-Treat downtown then 
head over to the Town Hall Theater for a family-
friendly event with food, fun and dancing plus 
costume prizes.

A Ghostly Gathering in Middlebury. Saturday, Oct. 
29, 4-7 p.m., Town Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant 
St. All dressed up and nowhere to go? Town Hall 
Theater wants to share in your Halloween. After 
touring around downtown Middlebury during the 
Spooktacular don’t let the fun end there. Come 
up to THT for some music, food and a costume 
party that will surely make you scream (with 
excitement). Mexico in Vermont will have food 
available for sale, and Sweet E’s will join us in 

THURSDAYoct
27

FRIDAYoct
28

SATURDAYoct
29

the alley with her devilishly delicious cupcakes. 
Bruce from WVKT will be there turning out the 
Halloween hits too. Free.

Teen Halloween party in Middlebury. Saturday, 
Oct. 29, 6-8:30 p.m., Ilsley Library. Come for a 
horrifying evening of costumes, games, tricks, 
treats and more at this after hours event. Top off 
our night with a viewing of “The Corpse Bride.” 
Costumes encouraged!

Stories from the Heart in Middlebury. Saturday, 
Oct. 29, 6:30-8 p.m., St. Stephen’s Church on 
the town green. The End of Life Services’ Moth-
like storytelling event is themed “Honoring Spirits 
Who Have Left This World,” and highlights stories 
of loss, grief and healing while remembering 
those still loved and remembered after they 
have left this world. This year’s Stories from the 
Heart features five local storytellers: Cliff Adams, 
Jim Avery, Ingrid Jackson, Annie Carse Nolting 
and David Payne. Attend in person or on Zoom. 
Register on Eventbrite; for more information 
contact Louella Richer at End of Life Services, 
lrisher@portermedical.org or 388-4744, or 
Priscilla Baker at prbaker223@gmail.com. 

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Bristol. Monday, Oct. 31, 11 a.m., 

American Legion, Airport Dr. Drive 
in, loop around, and stay in your car. Beef 
Burgundy with mushrooms over egg noodles, 
carrots, dinner roll, orange date cookies and 
milk. Advanced reservations only. Call Michelle 
to reserve by Wednesday, Oct. 26, at 802-377-
1419. Open to anyone age 60 and up and their 
spouse of any age. Free ride or pick-up and 
delivery may be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-
2287 to inquire. TVT requires 48-hour notice. 

Trunk or Treat in Shoreham. Monday, Oct. 31, 
5-7 p.m., Platt Memorial Library, Main Street. 
Stop in at the Platt during Shoreham’s Trunk 
or Treat Halloween event and show off your 
costume, pick a free book, and nab some candy. 

Halloween event in Salisbury. Monday, Oct. 31, 5 
p.m., Salisbury Free Public Library. Come show 
off your costumes and enjoy free pizza, cider, 
and getting together again at the library’s Annual 
Halloween Event. Contact salisburypubliclibrary@
gmail.com with any questions.

Age Well and Vergennes Seniors 
in-person meal in Vergennes. 

Tuesday, Nov. 1, 10 a.m., Vergennes 
Congregational Church, 30 South Water 

St. Doors open at 10 a.m. Meal served at 11:45 
a.m. of sweet and sour pork, rice pilaf, Brussels 
sprouts, wheat bread, applesauce and milk. 
Advanced reservations only. Call Michelle to 
reserve by Wednesday, Oct. 26, at 802-377-
1419. $5 suggested donation. Please bring 
your own place setting. Open to anyone age 60 
and up and their spouse of any age. Local bus 
provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. 
TVT requires 48-hour notice. Masks encouraged 
unless seated and eating. Please stay home if 
you don’t feel well. 

Age Well grab and go meal in Bridport. Tuesday, 
Nov. 1, 10:30 a.m., Bridport Congregational 
Church, Middle Rd. Please stay in your car. 
Drive up, check-in, contact free pick up. Beef 
Burgundy with mushrooms over egg noodles, 
carrots, dinner roll, orange date cookies, and 
milk. Advanced reservations only. Call Michelle 
to reserve by Wednesday, Oct. 26, at 802-377-
1419. Open to anyone age 60 and up and their 
spouse of any age. Free ride or pick-up and 
delivery may be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-
2287 to inquire. TVT requires 48-hour notice.

Community Conversation on Diversity, Equity 
& Inclusion - New Americans, Immigrant-
Identifying Community Members, and those 
for whom English is a 2nd Language in 
Middlebury. Tuesday, Nov. 1, 6:30-8 p.m., 
Community Meeting Room, Ilsley Public Library, 
75 Main St. Part of a series of community 
conversations aimed at learning more about your 
experiences and suggestions for how Middlebury 
can improve in serving the community and what 
the town should celebrate, too. The larger goal 
is to inform the Town of Middlebury’s Strategic 
Justice, Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion (JEDI) 
plan. Children welcome. Light refreshments 
provided. Register at tinyurl.com/Com-convo-
diversity or at the Town Manager’s Office, 802-
458-8001.

“Could We Do Better” virtual 
discussion. Wednesday, Nov. 2, 

MONDAYoct
31

TUESDAYnov
1

WEDNESDAYnov
2

TBD, Zoom. A follow-up to discussion held on 
Tuesday, Oct. 18 to see how to open real action 
pathways. RSVP appreciated to ECLPinc@
gmail.com.

Age Well grab and go meal in Monkton. 
Wednesday, Nov. 2, 11:30 a.m., Monkton Town 
Hall, 280 Monkton Ridge. Drive up, check-in, 
pick-up. Beef Burgundy with mushrooms over 
egg noodles, carrots, dinner roll, orange date 
cookies, and milk. Advanced reservations only. 
Call Michelle to reserve by Wednesday, Oct. 
26, at 802-377-1419. Open to anyone age 60 
and up and their spouse of any age. Free ride 
or pick-up and delivery may be provided. Call 
TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. TVT requires 
48-hour notice.

Age Well grab and go meal in Middlebury. 
Wednesday, Nov. 2, 11 a.m., VFW, 530 
Exchange St. Please stay in your car. Drive up, 
check-in, contact free pick up. Beef Burgundy 
with mushrooms over egg noodles, carrots, 
dinner roll, orange date cookies and milk. 
Advanced reservations only. Call Michelle to 
reserve by Wednesday, Oct. 26, at 802-377-
1419. Open to anyone age 60 and up and their 
spouse of any age. Free ride or pick-up and 
delivery may be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-
2287 to inquire. TVT requires 48-hour notice.

Middlebury Area Land Trust annual 
celebration. Wednesday, Nov. 2, 5:30-8 
p.m., RSVP for location. MALT celebrates 
the year with a barn party and live music with 
Nate Gusakov. Doors open at 5:30 and we’ll 
serve flatbread, side salads, and Cookie Love 
cookies for dessert starting at 6:15 p.m. BYOB. 
Feel free to pack a cooler for your drinks. We’ll 
provide seating, musical entertainment, stories 
and presentation, a warm fire, and a beautiful 
sunset). $30 suggested donation. RSVP at 
www.maltvt.org/events.

Community Conversation on Diversity, Equity 
& Inclusion - People with Disabilities in 
Middlebury. Wednesday, Nov. 2, 6:30-8 
p.m., Community Meeting Room, Ilsley Public 
Library, 75 Main St. The first in a series of 
community conversations aimed at learning 
more about your experiences and suggestions 
for how Middlebury can improve in serving the 
community and what the town should celebrate, 
too. The larger goal is to inform the Town of 
Middlebury’s Strategic Justice, Equity, Diversity, 
and Inclusion (JEDI) plan. Children welcome. 
Light refreshments provided. Register at 
tinyurl.com/Com-convo-diversity or at the Town 
Manager’s Office, 802-458-8001.

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Vergennes. Thursday, Nov. 3, 10:45 

a.m., St Peter’s Parish Hall, 85 S. 
Maple St. Please stay in your car. Drive up, 

check-in, contact free pick up. Beef Burgundy 
with mushrooms over egg noodles, carrots, 
dinner roll, orange date cookies and milk. 
Advanced reservations only. Call Michelle to 
reserve by Sunday, Oct. 30, at 802-377-1419. 
Open to anyone age 60 and up and their spouse 
of any age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery 
may be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to 
inquire. TVT requires 48-hour notice.

Rally in Support of Iranian women 
in Middlebury. Friday, Nov. 4, 2-4 

p.m., Chellis House, 56 Hillcrest Rd. 
The Feminist Resource Center at Chellis House 
and a group of concerned students will march 
in solidarity with the protests for women’s 
and human rights currently occurring in Iran. 
Participants will also have a chance to cut their 
hair in solidarity with women in Iran. Participants 
will march to Mead Chapel and will proceed to 
Twilight Hall. Signs will be provided. Bring/
make your own sign, but please ensure that 
your words and/or imagery are not offensive to 
women who choose to wear a hijab.

Age Well grab and go meal in Starksboro. 
Friday, Nov. 4, 3:30 p.m., Starksboro Baptist 
Church, Route 116. Please stay in your car. 
Drive up, check-in, contact free pick up. Beef 
Burgundy with mushrooms over egg noodles, 
carrots, dinner roll, orange date cookies and 
milk. Advanced reservations only. Call Michelle 
to reserve by Sunday, Oct. 30, at 802-377-1419. 
Open to anyone age 60 and up and their spouse 
of any age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery 
may be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to 
inquire. TVT requires 48-hour notice.

THURSDAYnov
3

FRIDAYnov
4

CALENDARONLINE
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14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDDLEBURY, VT  |  802-388-3371

OPEN TUESDAY—SATURDAY, 
7AM-4PM | SUNDAY 8AM-2PM

(Closed Mondays)

OtterCreekBakery.com

Stock up on some 
cookies and treats 
for your trick-or-treaters!
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LINCOLN — The kickoff to 
Halloween weekend starts with a 
movie night. The United Church 
of Lincoln will be showing Hotel 
Transylvania on Friday, Oct. 28 from 
6-7:30 p.m. in the downstairs of the 
church. Come as a family or drop 
off your child. Light snacks will be 
provided. 

The Ripton Coffee House presents 

Corner House on Saturday, Nov. 
5, at 7:30 p.m. at Burnham Hall. 
Abiding by a love for adventure, 
Corner House finds purpose and 
solace in the beauty of earth and 
music. Clinging whole heartedly 
to studied traditions, the Boston 
based band includes Ethan Hawkins 
(guitar), Louise Bichan (fiddle), 
Ethan Setiawan (mandolin) and 

Casey Murray (cellist).
Doors open at 7 p.m. General 

admission tickets are $15, generous 
admission tickets are $20-$25 
or pay what you can. Masks are 
recommended, but not required. The 
show will also be live streamed on 
YouTube and Facebook.

REMINDER: Pumpkin Palooza 
will be held in the afternoon on 

Saturday, Oct. 29, at the library. 
Costumes are suggested but optional. 
Don’t forget to stop by the library for 
trick or treating on Halloween night.

Until next time … Let 
Perseverance Be Your Engine And 
Hope Your Fuel. It Always Seems 
Impossible Until It’s Done. Nothing 
Ever Goes Away Until It Teaches Us 
What We Need To Learn.

MIDDLEBURY — End of Life 
Services at Porter Hospital will 
host the Moth-like storytelling 
event “Stories from the Heart” on 
Saturday, Oct. 29, from 6:30-8 p.m. 
The presentation of stories will take 
place at St. Stephen’s Church on the 
Green in Middlebury.

This year’s theme, “Honoring 
Spirits Who Have Left This World,” 
highlights stories of loss, grief and 
healing while remembering those 
still loved and remembered after 
they have left this world. 

All are invited to attend this unique 
event. People can attend in person or 
on Zoom.

This year’s Stories from the 
Heart features five local storytellers:  
Cliff Adams, Jim Avery, Ingrid 
Jackson, Annie Carse Nolting and 
David Payne. Each storyteller 
will tell their story from the heart, 
without notes or prompts, their own 
personal experience told in their 
own words.  One of the oldest and 
most universal human experiences, 
sharing stories invites us to learn 
more about ourselves and others, 
increase our sense of connection and 
belonging, and enlarge our capacity 
for compassion.  

The End of Life Services program 

is within the Palliative Care 
Department at Porter Medical Center. 
Its mission is to support patients, 
families, friends and caregivers 
during and after the dying process as 
it weaves comprehensive end of life 
care services into all that we do. The 
program’s volunteers complement 
clinical services provided by medical 
professionals by offering practical 
and emotional support to patients 
and families. These services include 
companionship, respite for family 
caregivers, around the clock vigil 
sitting during the last 24-48 hours 
of life, and grief support during and 
after the dying process.

Doors at St. Stephen’s Church will 
open at 6 p.m. on the 29th for the 
in-person audience. Stories begin at 
6:30 p.m.

This free event requires 
registration, whether attending in 
person or on Zoom. Register here: 

StoriesFromTheHeart_InPerson.
eventbrite.com or here: 
StoriesFromTheHeart_Zoom.
eventbrite.com

For more information contact 
Louella Richer at End of Life 
Services, lrisher@portermedical.org 
or 388-4744, or Priscilla Baker at 
prbaker223@gmail.com.  

Porter Hospital to host
storytelling event Oct. 29
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MIDDLEBURY — Bee’s Wrap, 
the Middlebury maker of reusable, 
all-natural food storage wraps, has a 
new CEO. Brendan Taylor 
joined the firm, which has 
a manufacturing facility 
on Exchange Street, 
as its chief executive officer in 
September.

Taylor comes to Bee’s Wrap 
following two years as the CEO of 
the luxury laundry detergent brand 
The Laundress Inc. Previously, he 
was global marketing director for 
the Burlington company Seventh 
Generation and worked in brand 

management for consumer 
goods at Johnson & 
Johnson. Taylor holds 

an MBA in 
marketing from 
the University of 
North Carolina 

Kenan-Flager Business 
School. He lives in 
Shelburne with his wife 
Rachel and children 
Charlie, George and Grace. 

“I’ve been a fan of Bee’s 
Wrap — both the product and the 
company — for years, and I’m 
excited to bring my experience to 

a Vermont brand rooted 
in sustainability,” Taylor 
said. “As a plastic-free and 
biodegradable product, 
Bee’s Wrap is genuinely 
the best of the best when it 
comes to sustainable food 
storage, and I believe this 
product and this company 
will only become more 
relevant and important to 

consumers in the years ahead.”
He replaced Tara Murphy, who 

took over from company founder 
Sarah Kaeck in June 2021, and left 
Bee’s Wrap over the summer and 

now works at Bentkey Ventures in 
Nashville.

Kaeck founded Bee’s Wrap in 
2012 in New Haven.

Taylor is working closely with 
Kaeck, who remains on the Bee’s 
Wrap board of directors and is 
involved in the business as an 
advisor.

“Being located in Vermont 
matters, and there is a ‘spice’ with a 
Vermont-based team that you don’t 
find elsewhere,” Taylor said. “I’m 
looking forward to preserving those 
Vermont ties while also continuing 
to grow and strengthen the brand.”

Brendan Taylor takes reins of Bees Wrap

NEWS

Lincoln Have a news tip?
Call Dawn Mikkelsen at 453-7029

TAYLOR

ADDISON COUNTY
Business News

JV Champs!
THE MIDDLEBURY UNION High School volleyball team, which is scheduled to reach varsity status next fall, this past weekend won 

the state JV championship. Coach Amanda Young called it a huge win for the program. 
Photo courtesy of Amanda Young

Vergennes Union High SchoolMiddlebury Union High School
Bee Eckels is Vergennes Union High School’s Student of the Week. 

Bee lives in Vergennes with her parents, younger sister Ellie, and cat 
Pumpkin.

Bee really enjoys school. She says she’s always had a passion and 
talent for English, writing, and history. Some of her favorite classes have 
been AP Literature, English and American Composition and Literature, 
and Humanities, and Community Based Learning, where she got to work 
in the school library. Her teacher Mr. Thomas has always been there 
to support and foster her love of writing and offer amazingly detailed 
feedback that has helped her grow intellectually; and Mrs. Coffey, Mrs. 
Mahoney and Mrs. Kunkel have kept her engaged in the literary world. 
Bee has thrived at VUHS, consistently appearing on the High Honor 
Roll, receiving underclassmen awards and five guideline recognitions. 
She is a finalist for the DAR Good Citizens award and last year received 
the Student Sage Scholarship to the Sage Colleges. She has a unique, 
and extremely specific, academic interest in females in World War II. “If 
anyone ever wants to engage in an extremely nerdy conversation about 
female fighter pilots and bombers, I’m the one to come to!” she says. She 
says school has taught her never to be scared to share her ideas. 

Outside of class, Bee has played varsity soccer, participated in VUHS’s spring musical, and sung with the 
Commodore Singers, VUHS’s elite singing group. She was inducted into the National Honor Society at the 
beginning of 11th grade. This year she is serving as vice president. She is also part of student government and on 
the yearbook committee. Bee is also a dancer, studying tap, jazz, and ballet and swims year-round with the Edge 
Swim Club in South Burlington. She hopes to swim in college.  She spends her summers at Sam Fishman pool in 
Vergennes as a lifeguard and says it is the best job ever.

Bee spends her spare time cross-country skiing with her family, reading, dancing, and playing board games 
with her sister.

Wu Dong
MUHS

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK FROM AREA HIGH SCHOOLSSTUDENTS OF THE WEEK FROM AREA HIGH SCHOOLS

Wu Dong Bee Eckels

64 Jackman Drive  •  Bristol 
802.453.2381  •  JackmansInc.com

Way to go, 

Telecommunications Sales and Service
Data Cabling & Fiber Optic Solutions

802-388-8999
Middlebury

CONGRATULATIONS
STUDENTS!

27 Main Street, Vergennes

Keep your Eye
on your

future goals!
Mon 8-4 • Tues–Fri 8-5• Business Law  •  Wills, Trusts and Estates

• Government Contracting  •  Elder Law
• Property and Tenancy Issues

Congratulations
Students!

A� ordable & client-focused legal services

802-489-5099 or law@jlgi.com 
28 North Street - Bristol Village

 JOHNSON LAW GROUP JOHNSON LAW GROUP Congratulations

802-388-1338
99 Court St., Middlebury, VT14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDD., VT

802-388-3371

Stop by to 
grab your 
free gift!

Congratulations!
Keep up the great work,

877-3118
Vergennes, VT

Jackman Fuels, Inc.
Serving the Champlain

Valley since 1945

205 Main Street, Vergennes
877-2661 • jackmanfuels.com

Congratulations!!

Students of the Week from all area high schools 
will receive a gift from Otter Creek Bakery. 

Students of the Week are chosen by school  teachers and administration.

Best of Luck to All Addison County Students!

If you are interested in advertising in Student of the Week contact advertising@addisonindependent.com

Middlebury Union High School introduces Wu Dong as its Student 
of the Week. Wu lives in Middlebury with his parents, Fang Dong and 
Jiang Jing, and his siblings, Kacie and Elwin. Wu loves school and takes 
pride in his studies and his involvement in sports and extracurricular 
activities. He thanks Ms. Ambrosio, his school counselor, Mrs. Sherman, 
the yearbook advisor, and Kate Wolff, his ELL teacher, for their ongoing 
support. Chinese is Wu’s first language and he says Kate’s guidance has 
given him the tools needed to engage in the International Baccalaureate 
curriculum.  

Wu is a key member of the MUHS yearbook staff. He takes photographs 
at school events for inclusion in The Quatrain. He serves as business 
manager of the yearbook, assisting with editing and layout and selling 
ads to Addison County businesses. Wu says meeting with people in 
the community has been a positive experience. He works evenings and 
weekends at his family’s restaurant, Magic Wok, where he takes orders, 
greets customers, and serves as a cashier. 

He is a member of the track and field team at MUHS and says he has 
been running since he was a young child. A fellow student encouraged 
him to try Nordic skiing and he plans to try out for the team this winter. 
Wu serves as a Peer Leader, and has enjoyed working with his 9th-grade advisory. A special highlight for him was 
“Bread Loaf Day” in Ripton, where everyone focused on team building and working together as a community.  

Academically, Wu finds enjoyment in all his classes but likes mathematics the best and envisions a career 
working with computers or, potentially, game design. Wu laughs when he says, “I’m a typical teenager, I love playing 
computer games!” He has started the process of applying to college and is very grateful for his MiddCAM mentor, 
a student at Middlebury College, whom he works closely with on a weekly basis as he prepares his applications.  

Wu’s positive attitude is appreciated by all who know him at MUHS and he will be missed when he graduates, but 
we know that a bright future awaits.  We wish him well in the future.

Bee Eckels
VUHS

Wu and Bee

Wu and Bee

Wu and Bee
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&&service& DIRECTORY

auto body restoration
auto repair 
carpentry/contractors
cleaning services
computers

construction
duct cleaning
excavation
firewood
flooring

heating &
    air conditioning
masonryBusiness

Thursday

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

COMPUTERS

HANDYMAN

PLACE YOUR AD HERE

CONSTRUCTION

CLEANING SERVICES

AUTO BODY RESTORATION

CHECK US OUT
ONLINE AT

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

David Walker Construction
298 Biddle Road
Lincoln, Vermont

05443

Residential - Remodeling
Decks  - Doors - Windows

802-989-0320
email:

dwconstruction@gmavt.net

AUTO REPAIR

LOCAL CONTRACTOR
GENERAL CARPENTRY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Remodeling • Additions

Painting • Roofing
WINNER of “Best Local Contractor” 

FOUR CONSECUTIVE YEARS by 
READERS CHOICE AWARDS!

MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT

MARK TRUDEAUMARK TRUDEAU

802.388.0860802.388.0860

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

802-453-7345  |  138 Hunt Road, New Haven, VT

Metal Fabrication
Agricultural Repair
Commercial Repair

Auto Body Repair
Rust Repair
Collison Repair

Full/Custom
    restoration

We accept all major credit cards  |  We accept Insurance claims
Follow our projects on Facebook

Family owned & operated

Over two decades experience!

MASONRY
Fine Dry Stone Masonry

Jamie Masefield
Certified by the Dry Stone Wallers
Association of Great Britain

802-233-4670
jmasefield@gmavt.net

CHECK US OUT ONLINE 
AT ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

Gevry Firewood LLC
gevryfirewoodvt@gmail.com

or 802-349-0699

Are you looking for green or 
seasoned firewood?

Well we’ve got it all right here in Addison, VT!

We cut, split, and deliver hardwood 
firewood in 12-24 inch lengths.

And we now offer kiln dried firewood!
Contact us today for a quote!

FIREWOOD

Quaker Village
Carpentry

Siding, Windows, Garages, Decks & Porches
New Construction, Renovations and Repairs

Maurice plouffe
802-545-2251
1736 Quaker Village Road

Weybridge, VT 05753

DO YOU REPAIR OR CLEAN 
FURNACES? 

 YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

FLOORING

And Duct Work 
for Heating, Ventilation 
and Air Conditioning
We use 5,000+ cfm HEPA
Vacuum Cleaning Systems 

Commercial/Residential • Owner Operated • Fully Insured • Neat & Clean

Buy Local! 802.989.0396

Specializing inSpecializing in
Duct CleaningDuct Cleaning

We can design, fabricate, seal, insulate, clean,
anything to do with your ducted systems.

EXCAVATION

802-247-5475
802-349-8265

STEADY PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & EXCAVATION

Owner

194 Silver Lake Road 
Goshen, Vt.

steadymaintenance@yahoo.com

CHUCK STEADY

Certified
Collision Experts

All Makes and Models
Working with all

Insurance companies

(802) 388-9961
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

2196 Rt 7 South,  Middlebury
stonecdjr.com

Hometown Service from 
Your Hometown Dealers!

Factory-Trained Technicians
Servicing all makes

and models

G Stone Motors   
36 Boardman St., 

Middlebury
(802) 388-6718

gstonemotors.com 

Stone
Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
2149 Rt 7 So., Middlebury

(802) 388-9961
stonecdjr.com

F    J    C
802.310.1986

• Full service general 
contractor

• Turn key construction
• Kind knowledgeable staff

fjcbuilders.com

One cal l  does i t  a l l
Christopher Netelkos

cnetelkos@fjcbuilders.com   •   Sudbury, Vt.

For an appointment , call The PC Medic of 
Vermont at 802-734-6815
www.pcmedicvt.com

The PC Medic of 
Vermont now offers 

both on-site and remote 
computer services for 

your PC.

Call today to see which 
type of appointment 

you need, and get your 
PC running correctly 

again!

JACK OF ALL 
TRADES? 

CALL 802-388-4944 OR EMAIL  
ADVERTISING@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM  
TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS.

DO YOU WINTERIZE HOUSES? 
YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

CALL 802-388-4944

DUCT CLEANING

Melissa’s Quality
Cleaning Services
Residential & Commercial

GREAT RATES • FULLY INSURED
Reliable & Thorough 

802 345-6257

FLOORING

WINTERWINTER
IS COMING.IS COMING.

ADVERTISE YOURADVERTISE YOUR
SNOW REMOVALSNOW REMOVAL
BUSINESS HERE!BUSINESS HERE!
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Soak Up The Sun!
Don’t spend your hard-earned money 
making the hot water or electricity that 
you use today–

SOLAR IS MORE AFFORDABLE THAN EVER!

Go Green with us –

We’ve been here for you for 43 years – 
Let us help you with your solar projects today. 

Call for a FREE on-site evaluation

SIDING

LAROSE SURVEYS, P.C.
Ronald L. LaRose, L.S. • Kevin R. LaRose, L.S.

Land Surveying/Septic Design
“We will take you through the

permitting process!”

25 West St. • PO Box 388
Bristol, VT 05443

Telephone: 802-453-3818
Fax: 802- 329-2138

larosesurveys@gmail.com

&&service& DIRECTORYBusiness
Thursday painting 

plumbing
property management
registration assistance
renewable energy

roofing
rubbish & recycling
septic & water
siding
storage

surveying
tree service

SURVEYING

Reach
more potential
customers!

Place your ad in
the Addy Indy!

Marcel Brunet & Sons, Inc.
Windows & Siding

Vergennes, VT

802-316-6060 • rbrunet1@myfairpoint.net • 802-877-2640

Siding • Windows
Additions • Garages • Decks

WE HAVE THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT 
FOR THE RIGHT JOB – TO GIVE YOU

 REASONABLE RATES

Reasonable Rates • Year-round Service • Fully Insured
(802) 453-3351 • Cell (802) 363-5619

24 Hour Emergency Service 453-7014
 Brownswelding.com

Serving Vermont for over 42 years!

BROWN’S TREE & 
CRANE SERVICE

Dangerous Trees Cut & Removed
Stumps Removed  
Trusses Set
Trees Trimmed 
Land Clearing

FREE ESTIMATES FOR TREE SERVICES

TREE SERVICE

Celebrating 36 Years
Environmental Consultants – Licensed Designers

Steve Revell CPG, LD#178 BW

• Water Supply - Location, Development and Permitting
• On-Site Wastewater Design • Single & Multiple Lot Subdivision
• Property Development & Permitting
• State and Local Permitting
• Underground Storage Tank Removal & Assessment

Fax 802-453-5399 • Email: jrevell@lagvt.com
163 Revell Drive • Lincoln, VT 05443

Toll-Free: 800-477-4384
802-453-4384

www.lagvt.com

Jeremy Revell LD#611 BW • Tyler Maynard LD#597 B

CHECK US
OUT

ONLINE AT
ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

REGISTRATION 
ASSISTANCE

ROOFING

Reach Thousands 
through our

Advertising Section 
List YOUR Business where 

people look for local services 
for home improvements 

of all kinds.

Call or email the 
Addison Independent

388-4944 or
ads@addisonindependent.com

BUSINESS & SERVICES

Advertise your business on these pages for under $10 per week.
Call 802-388-4944 or email advertising@addisonindependent.com for details.

PLUMBING

SEPTIC & WATER

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

Phone (802) 537-3555

roofingMichael Doran
• Standing seam

• Asphalt shingles 
• Slate

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

roofing

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

Phone (802) 537-3555

Michael Doran
as seen at Addison County Field Days!

• Standing seam
• Asphalt shingles 

• Slate

mpdoransr@gmail.com

Go Solar with
AllEarth Renewables
Customer-driven solutions 
designed, engineered and built 
in Vermont, with over 3,000 
installations in the state.

CALL 802.872.9600 x122
allearthrenewalables.com

RENEWABLE ENERGY

ROAD READY SERVICE LLC

SAVE A TRIP TO THE DMVSAVE A TRIP TO THE DMV
Don’t drive to Rutland or Montpelier!

We can register all makes and models of cars, 
trucks, campers, trailers, RVs and boats

here in Addison County!

(802) 349-8483 
roadreadyservicellc@gmail.com
2877 Ethan Allen Hwy
New Haven, VT. 05472

Jeanne Miller

roadreadyservicellc

GET GET 
RESULTS!RESULTS!

ADVERTISEADVERTISE
HEREHERE

Short Surveying, inc.
Serving Addison County Since 1991

Timothy L. Short, L.S.
Property Line Surveys • Topographical Surveys

FEMA Elevation Certificates
135 S. Pleasant St., Middlebury, VT 

802-388-3511
ShortSurveyingVT@gmail.com

Serving Addison County
Call Us Today: (877) 777-7343

middleburyroofing.com
middleburyroofingvt@gmail.com

Slate Roof Specialists
S AV E  Y O U R  S L AT E  R O O F

Custom Copper • Standing Seam • Shingles 
Rubber • Chimneys • Siding • Windows

Senior Discount • Church Discount

A friendly, professional, 
and affordable family business.

Interior Painting

HESCOCK PAINTING

Kim or Jonathan Hescock
hescock@shoreham.net

462-3737 or 989-9107

Free Free 
Estimates Estimates 

References References 

Fully Fully 
InsuredInsured

PAINTING

Hummingbird
   Paint &
   Carpentry

Interior/Exterior 

802-377-2030
New Haven, VT

Fully 
Insured

Free
Estimates

We help your ideas grow from start to finish,
no project is too big. Give us a call and you will

see the potential in your morning to evening view.
Lawn care, snow plowing, excavation, tree removal, 

driveways, pressure washing, and more - all at
their best. We can build it up or take it down.
No idea is too big for us to maneuver around.

802-349-6163 
Winter, Spring, Summer and All your Fall needs

Wishing for more Wishing for more 
business?business?

ADVERTISE YOUR FIRE WOODADVERTISE YOUR FIRE WOOD
& CHIMNEY CLEANING& CHIMNEY CLEANING

 BUSINESS HERE BUSINESS HERE. . 

CALL 802-388-4944 CALL 802-388-4944 
OR EMAIL OR EMAIL 

ADVERTISING@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COMADVERTISING@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM
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Public Meetings
AL-ANON OFFERS HELP 
and hope to anyone who 
has been affected by a 
loved one’s drinking. 
Middlebury hosts an online 
meeting Sunday night 
7:15pm and a face to face 
one Wednesday at 1:30pm 
at CVUUS (2 Duane Court 
Middlebury near the high 
school) that you can also 
access by Zoom. Visit 
vermontalanonalateen.org 
for links and list of other 
meetings in the region. If 
you’d like to speak to an 
Al-Anon member, call our 
answering service (866-
972-5266) and an Al-Anon 
member will call you back.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS in person meetings 
are available. For a list 
of local virtual meetings 
visit http://bit.ly/district9aa.  
For more information visit 
https://aavt.org/ or call the 
24 hour hotline at 802-388-
9284.

V E R G E N N E S  F R E E 
THINKERS Founded in 
1935 on the principle of one 
alcoholic helping another 
to achieve sobriety, A.A. is 
an effective and enduring 
program of recovery that 
has changed countless 
lives.  A.A. has always 
been committed to making 
its program of recovery 
avai lable to anyone, 
anywhere, who reaches 
out for help with an alcohol 
problem.  The Vergennes 
Free Thinkers meeting 
was created in January 
of this year to maintain a 
tradition of free expression, 
conduct a meeting where 
alcoholics may feel free to 
express any beliefs, doubts 
or disbelief they may have, 
to share their own personal 
form of spiritual experience, 
their search for it, and/or 
their rejection of it, without 
having to accept anyone 
else’s beliefs or having to 
deny their own. Meetings 
are held with a high regard 
fo r  compass ion and 
inclusion without judgment 
or exception.  If you think 
we can help, please 
join us on Thursdays 
at 6pm by contacting 
Vergennesfreethinkers@
gmai l .com for  Zoom 
and in-person meeting 
information.

THE TURNING POINT 
CENTER of Addison Coun-
ty is open for in-person 
services, Monday through 
Friday, 10am-4pm, 54A 
Creek Road, Middlebury. 
We are available by phone 
24/7 at 802-388-4249.

VERMONT SUPPORT 
LINE Are you struggling 
with a challenging situa-
tion? Do you have feel-
ings of sadness, loneliness, 
isolation, anger, or depres-
sion? You don’t have to 
face it alone. Talk with a 
caring person who under-
stands what you’re going 
through today by calling or 
texting the free and confi-
dential Pathways Vermont 
Support Line available 24/7 
at (833) VT - TALKS.

Services
C+I  DRYWALL and 
plastering. Call Joe 802-
234-5545.

CONSTRUCTION: ADDI-
TIONS, RENOVATIONS 
new construction, drywall, 
carpentry, painting, flooring, 
roofing, pressure washing, 
driveway sealing. All as-
pects of construction, also 
property maintenance. Ste-
ven Fifield 802-989-0009.

MELISSA’S QUALITY 
CLEANING Services. Resi-
dential and commercial. 
Fully insured. Great rates. 
Reliable and thorough 
cleaning. 802-345-6257.

ODD JOBS lawn work, cut 
brush, some tree work. Call 
us we do other jobs too! 
802-999-2194 John.

3
WE BUY OLD STUFF Es-
tates, collections, antiques 
etc. Also hunting and fish-
ing items. Call Erik 802-
345-0653.

DEADLINE: Monday at 5 p.m. 

CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM
Addison Independent

Cash in on our 4-for-3 rates! Pay for 3 issues, get 4th issue free! An ad placed for consective issues runs the 4th time for free! PLEASE PRINT YOUR AD...

The Independent assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in ads, but will 
rerun classified ad in which the error oc-
curred. No refunds will be possible. Ad-
vertiser will please notify us of any errors 
which may occur after first publication.

Number of words:
Cost:
# of runs:
Spotlight Charge:
Internet Listing: $2.00
TOTAL:

ADDISON INDEPENDENT
58 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-4944
addisonindependent.com •  email: classifieds@addisonindependent.com

RA
TE

S

• 25¢ per word • minimum $2.50 per ad 

• $2 internet listing for up to 4 issues • minimum 2 insertions

• Special 4 for 3 rates not valid for the following categories: Services,
Opportunities, Real Estate, Wood heat, Attn. Farmers, For Rent & Help Wanted

Notices

Card of Thanks

Personals

Services

Free**

Lost ’N Found**

Garage Sales 

Lawn & Garden

Opportunities

Adoption

Work Wanted

Help Wanted

For Sale

Public Meetings**

For Rent

Want to Rent

Wood Heat

Real Estate

Animals

Att. Farmers

Motorcycles

Cars

Trucks

SUVs

Snowmobiles

Boats

Wanted

Real Estate Wanted

Vacation Rentals

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Spotlight with large 3$2** no charge for these ads

Or, submit your classified ad on our website: addisonindependent.com

Volunteer ad

3x3 or a 6x3 

Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities

We are seeking a staff person to be a part of our Outreach team, 
which provides support to young families
through center and home-based services.

Position includes individual and group work opportunities, 
collaboration with community agencies and home visiting.

MSW preferred or a minimum of a Bachelor’s degree 
in a related field is required.

Great working environment and benefits!
Total hours are negotiable.

Please send a resume and cover letter, along with 3 
references to Donna Bailey at

dbailey@addisoncountypcc.org

Outreach Position

CHILDCARE WORKER/PARENT EDUCATOR

Join the Parent/Child Center Team
CHILDCARE WORKER/PARENT EDUCATOR

Childcare Sta�  Position: 
We are seeking a childcare worker who will work with children and 
parents in our therapeutic program. � is is a full-time position with

generous bene� ts. We are a therapeutic childcare program that supports 
children birth through 5 and their families. 

Strong candidates must have knowledge of
child development, family systems, excellent

communication skills, and want to work with young
families. Flexibility and collaboration are a must.

Please send a resume and cover le� er, to Donna Bailey
at dbailey@addisoncountypcc.org.

Co-Director
� e Addison County Parent/Child Center (ACPCC) is seeking a 

Co-Director to LEAD this well-known and highly respected 
non-pro� t located in Middlebury, Vermont. � e ACPCC

is dedicated to providing family support services, therapeutic 
childcare and education, prevention and support for youth, adults 

and children in Addison County.
� is is a great opportunity for an innovative, creative, energetic, 

engaged community leader who is passionate about making a 
di� erence in a co-directorship model. 

� e successful candidate will possess:
    • Strong communication skills
    • A team-oriented work style

    • A passion for working with families and children 
    • A dedication to social justice issues

� e successful candidate will have experience:
    • Working with human services and state agencies 

    in all aspects of human resource and personnel management 
  

Please send a resume and cover le� er, along with 3 
references to Donna Bailey at 

dbailey@addisoncountypcc.org.

4 x col 6
mountain top inn CD

Help Wanted 
ads can be 
found on 

Pages 9B, 
10B & 11B.

Addison Independent

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Public Meetings Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted
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Free
DIGITAL ACCESS View 
obituaries, calendar listings 
and classifieds online at 
addisonindependent.com.  
Don’t miss out on events, 
garage sales, or opportu-
nities- check out our free 
digital listings.  Looking 
to read more? Become a 
subscriber!

Lost and Found
FOUND, CHAINSAW IN 
hard plastic case in the 
road near intersection of 
Route 125 and 22A, Brid-
port, just south of Boise 
Citgo. Saw was lost out of a 
pickup truck traveling along 
the road. Please email with 
description to: treetops@
gmavt.net

Opportunities

3
HOUSING IN EXCHANGE 
for live-in caregiving. 15 
minutes from Middlebury. 
Live-in care for somewhat 
active 80 year old woman. 
Two private rooms and 
bath. Laundry, parking, 
storage and cats are okay. 
lincolnexpress@comcast.
net

Help Wanted
AMERICAN FLATBREAD 
MIDDLEBURY Hearth 
is hiring!  Offering good 
compensation, respect-
ful co-workers, and great 
food.  We are hiring for 
multiple full time and part 
time positions including bar 
leadership, daytime prep 
and evening shifts.  Ample 
opportunities for growth in 
a positive work environ-
ment.  Please stop in for 
an application or email Joe 
at joe@americanflatbread.
com. EOE.

SWIFT HOUSE INN is hir-
ing a Breakfast Server to 
take and deliver orders. If 
you’re an early bird who 
enjoys talking to people 
and thrives in a fast-paced 
workplace, we’d like to 
meet you. Weekend avail-
ability a must. Full-time. 
To apply please call 802-
388-9925, email: rissa@
swifthouseinn.com, or drop 
by the inn and ask for an 
in-person application.

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent

3 x col 6
starksboro finance

CD

3 x col 7
addy indy

bookkeeper
CD

MIDDLEBURY UNION 
HIGH SCHOOL

MUHS
COACHING POSITIONS

Middlebury Union High School is seeking the following:
Varsity Boys’ Assistant Hockey Coach

Varsity Boys’ Assistant Basketball Coach
Applicants must possess a strong knowledge of coaching 
principles with previous coaching experience preferred. 
Must possess strong organizational skills and the ability 
to communicate and relate to student athletes.

Interested parties should send a letter
of interest, resume, and three current

letters of reference to:
Sean Farrell/Athletic Director

Middlebury Union Middle School
73 Charles Avenue

Middlebury, VT  05753

Applications will be accepted
until the positions have been filled.

E.O.E.

SEASONAL HOLIDAY 
POSITIONS 

Are you looking to make some 
extra money around the holidays? 

Dakin Farm is currently seeking 
applicants to join our holiday 

team for a fast-paced exciting 
work environment. No experience 

is required. These seasonal 
positions are available from the 

middle of November through 
early January.

For an application or more
 information please email:

tdanyow@dakinfarm.com
You can also give us a call or 

stop by our retail store :
5797 Route 7, Ferrisburgh 

1-800-99DAKIN

We have both full and part time 
positions available in our Mail 

Order Packing Department, and 
Specialty Food Production. We 

o�er competitive wages, generous 
employee discounts, and hours 

that meet your schedule.
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Shard Villa
Level 3 Residential Care Home

NOW HIRING

For more information
Call 802.352.4369

ALL SHIFTS
~ Competitive Pay ~

CAREGIVERS
Full-Time ~ Part-Time

Shard Villa
Level 3 Residential Care Home

NOW HIRING

For more information
Call 802.352.4369

ALL SHIFTS
~ Competitive Pay ~

LPNs and RNs
Full-Time ~ Part-Time

Shard Villa
Level 3 Residential Care Home

NOW HIRING

For more information
Call 802.352.4369

~ Competitive Pay ~

COOK
Full-Time

SLATE VALLEY 
UNIFIED UNION

SCHOOL DISTRICT
SOCIAL EMOTIONAL 
INTERVENTIONIST,

LONG TERM SUB - 2022-2023

Slate Valley School District is seeking
a Social Emotional Interventionist,

Long Term Sub, beginning December 2022 
at the Castleton Elementary School. 

This position supports students emotional 
and behavioral needs. 

Position is a certified teaching position.
For more information please contact

Kim Prehoda, CES Principal
 at kprehoda@svuvt.org

All applications must apply
on www.schoolspring.com

EOE

SLATE VALLEY 
UNIFIED UNION

SCHOOL DISTRICT
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

VACANCY

The Slate Valley School District is seeking 
a person with exceptional secretarial skills, 
experienced in all areas of (school) office 

management including keyboarding/
computer, reporting, communications, 
organization, and receiving children, 

parents and community for the Fair Haven 
Union Middle High School.  Must be child 

oriented, flexible with excellent problem 
solving skills.  School experience preferred 

but not required.
For more information, please contact

Ben Worthing, Principal,
at bworthing@svuvt.org

Applications for this position must apply 
on www.SchoolSpring.com

Position will remain open until filled.
EOE

2 x col 8
mad river
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ALL ADDISON COUNTY LOCATIONS 
CURRENTLY HIRING!

For openings and to apply, visit 
Maplefields.com

Looking for work in your hometown? 
We offer medical, dental, paid vacation, 

personal time, sick time and 401K for
full time positions.

Help Wanted 
ads can be 
found on 

Pages 9B, 
10B & 11B.

The Town of Starksboro is seeking a part-time 
Zoning Administrator. Duties include: implementation 
of land-use regulations; administering zoning permits; 
enforcement actions for non-compliance with land-
use regulations; assistance to the public; Planning 
Commission and Development Review Board, 
including taking minutes at meetings. Position will 
assist the Selectboard and Town Clerk with planning 
and land-use related issues. Interested candidate 
must be available for evening meetings and daytime 
work at town office; estimated 15-20 hours/week. 

A detailed job description is available at www.
starksborovt.org. Compensation will depend on 
qualifications and experience. Willing to train the right 
candidate.  

To apply, please send cover letter and resume 
to Town of Starksboro, P.O. Box 91, Starksboro, VT 

05487 or selectboard@starksborovt.org. 
Applications preferred by Oct. 15.

Position open until filled. EOE.

Zoning Administrator  

INTERESTED?

Part-time bookkeepingPart-time bookkeeping
We’re seeking a bookkeeper who has room in 
their schedule to take on another account. Payroll (and 
quarterly income taxes) are done by a third party firm. 
Position writes checks for accounts payable, but does 
not handle receivables. Knowledge of Quickbooks 
essential, as are basic accounting principles. Hours 
required: about 4-5 per week.

Send resumé, cover letter with a few references,
to: Angelo Lynn, Addison County Independent,
at angelo@addisonindependent.com. 

NOW HIRING
FOOD & BEVERAGE
  • Line Cook
 • Hosts
 • Cashiers
 • Prep Cook
 • Food Runner
 • Dish Washer
 • Grill Cook
 • Bartender

MOUNTAIN OPERATIONS
• Full and Part-Time Lift Operators
• Full and Part-Time Ticket Checkers
• Part-Time Parking Lot Attendants

RENTAL/REPAIR
• Part-Time Cashier: The preferred 

candidate will have experience in 
customer service, point-of-sale 
systems, and some basic knowledge of 
ski equipment. Flexible hours!

• Full and Part-Time Ski Rental 
Technicians: Experience preferred but 
willing to train the right candidate.

THE SKI SCHOOL IS ALSO LOOKING 
FOR INSTRUCTORS!

All positions come with flexible work 
schedules, a season pass, free mid-week 
skiing at Sugarbush, and competitive pay. 

The Town of Starksboro seeks an experienced finance professional to join its 
team for a part-time position (10-20 hours/week). The professional in this position 
will be responsible for maintaining the town’s cash accounts, investing town 
money, approving accounts payable and payroll, and collecting and recording 
tax payments and fees. This position plays a critical fiduciary role in the financial 
operation of the town and record-keeping required under state law and may be 
also be appointed as Town Treasurer. 
REGULAR RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE: 

• collect and process payments for fees, programs, invoices and taxes;
• deposit, borrow, invest, and transfer town funds;
• reconcile end-of-day cash with system reports and prepare daily cash 

receipts report;
• monitor all town bank accounts;
• provide monthly reconciliation of general ledger accounts;
• ensure all internal controls are followed and provide adequate financial 

oversight; 
• invoice accounts receivable;
• deliver monthly reports to the Selectboard and Department heads.

The finance professional works with the Town Auditors and the Town Clerk under 
the supervision of the Selectboard. Position to assist with other tasks required by 
the Selectboard, to assist the Town Clerk with counter service and phone coverage 
when necessary.

Successful applicants will have 3-5 years of financial administrative oversight 
experience, or a comparable knowledge base and skill set. Position requires 
knowledge of fund accounting, excellent independent judgment and decision-
making skills, and the ability to work with members of the public and outside 
agencies. Occasional weeknight or weekend hours may be required. Experience 
with NEMRC municipal software is strongly preferred. Hourly pay based on 
experience.  

Please submit a resume and cover letter to Selectboard Assistant Rebecca 
Elder at rebecca@starksborovt.org. Applications accepted until position is filled. 
EOE.

Finance Professional

ADDISON CENTRAL
SCHOOL DISTRICT

COACHING POSITIONS

Middlebury Union Middle School:
7th Grade Girls’ Basketball Coach

Assistant Gymnastics Coach
Applicants must possess a strong knowledge of coaching 
principles with previous coaching experience preferred.  
Must possess strong organizational skills and the ability 
to communicate and relate to student athletes.

Interested parties should send a letter
of interest, resume, and three current 

letters of reference to:
Esther Charlestin/Dean of School Culture & Climate

Middlebury Union Middle School
48 Deerfield Lane

Middlebury, VT  05753

Applications will be accepted
until the positions have been filled.

E.O.E.

Middlebury Union High School:
Varsity Girls’ Lacrosse Coach

Junior Varsity Girls’ Lacrosse Coach
Varsity Softball Coach

Applicants must possess a strong knowledge of coaching 
principles with previous coaching experience preferred.  
Must possess strong organizational skills and the ability 
to communicate and relate to student athletes.

Interested parties should send a letter
of interest, resume, and three current 

letters of reference to:
Sean Farrell/Athletic Director

Middlebury Union High School
73 Charles Avenue

Middlebury, VT  05753

Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted
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F O L E Y B R O T H E R S 
BREWING is seeking an 
enthusiastic sales repre-
sentative with a desire to 
build a career in sales. 
Generous annual salary 
plus commission, perks, 
and benefits available. 
Minimum qualifications: 1+ 
years of proven results-
oriented experience in out-
side sales or within the food 
& beverage industry. An 
intense competitive spirit 
with an assertive, confident 
personality. Ability to work 
both independently and 
within a team to accom-
plish goals. Demonstrated 
ability to plan and manage 
multiple responsibilities. 
Valid driver’s license, reg-
istered and insured vehicle, 
and ability to drive to and 
from accounts. Ability to lift 
and move cases of beer 
frequently. Ability to climb, 
kneel, and stoop to arrange 
and display point-of-sale 
frequently. Preferred Quali-
fications: Bachelor’s de-
gree. Please email cover 
letter and resume to Brew-
inginvermont@gmail.com

For Sale
2010 DODGE CHARGER 
SXT $3500. Washer & 
Dryer $150. Call Roger 
802-551-9044

WASHER AND DRYER, 
Excellent condition. $30. 
each. 2 Pie safes (cup-
boards), $40 for both. 518-
942-3325.

For Rent
12’ X 24’ STORAGE 
SPACES in Brandon. Call 
802-349-4212.

BRISTOL: Gentleman in 
his 70s who enjoys classic 
TV shows & word puzzles. 
Reduced rent of $300/mo. 
in exchange for providing 
companionship, transporta-
tion, & cooking 3-4x/week. 
Must be cat-friendly! 802-
863-5625 or HomeShareV-
ermont.org for application. 
Interview, refs, bg check 
req. EHO.

CORNWALL: 5 miles to 
Middlebury! Share a spa-
cious rural home w/ senior 
couple who enjoy nature, 
theater & community in-
volvement. $400/mo. plus 
help w/ snow removal, 
cooking 2x/wk, & occas. 
errands. Bedroom, sitting 
room, private BA. 802-863-
5625 or HomeShareVer-
mont.org for application. 
Interview, refs, bg check 
req. EHO.

DRY, SECURE WINTER 
storage. 12’ wide, 16’ high, 
32’ deep. Middlebury. $300/
mo. 802-388-0860.

DRY, WINTER/SUMMER 
STORAGE SPACE in Ad-
dison. Available storage 
space in my barn for sum-
mer/winter storage. The 
barn is structurally sound 
and weather-tight with 
electricity. No heat or run-
ning water. The barn is also 
available for lease. The en-
trance door measurements 
are 8’ wide by 7’ high. For 
more info: 802-363-3403 
or rochon_m@yahoo.com.

EAST MIDDLEBURY fur-
nished room. All included; 
fully equipped kitchen, wi-fi, 
w/d, parking, all utilities.  
Private entrance. Share 
kitchen, share bath with 
one other tenant. Clean, 
quiet, safe. $500 per 
month. Text Sue 802-989-
8941.

3
HOUSING IN EXCHANGE 
for live in care giving. Lo-
cated 15 minutes from 
Middlebury. Two private 
rooms and bath. Live in 
care assist for 80 year old 
somewhat active woman. 
Cats okay, laundry, parking, 
storage. email lincolnex-
press@comcast.net

MIDDLEBURY SUGAR-
WOOD APARTMENTS is 
currently taking waitlist appli-
cations for 2, 3, 4  bedroom 
apartments. Minimum oc-
cupancy requirements.  No 
smoking/ No pets.  Income 
limits apply- Rent based 
on income. Equal Housing 
Opportunity 802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com.

MIDDLEBURY, OFF CAM-
PUS HOUSING available. 
802-388-4831, AJ Neri 
Property Rentals.

VERGENNES VALLEY 
VIEW APARTMENTS is 
currently taking wait list ap-
plications.  Occupants must 
be 62+ years of age.  No 
smoking/ No pets. Income 
limits apply - Rent based 
on income. Equal Housing 
Opportunity.  802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com.

Want to Rent
GOOD CHRISTIAN MAN 
traumatized and abused 
by the evils of society and 
civilization. In therapy, who 
is looking to rent a piece of 
land near or close to Mid-
dlebury and bus routes for 
winter. Camping in a four 
season tent to get away 
from it all and still be a part 
of the community. Please 
write Dana, PO Box 782, 
Middlebury, VT 05753.

Real Estate
12.2 ACRES ADJOINS 
State land. Giant Mountain 
Wilderness. Mobile home, 
Bouquet river frontage, very 
private, New Russia, NY. 
Close to E-Town, Keene 
& Keene Valley. Owner 
financing to qualified buy-
ers. 518-597-3270.

Att. Farmers
HORSE BLANKET WASH 
and repair.  Accepting non-
leather (for now) horsewear 
of all kinds for cleaning and 
repairing at my Weybridge 
location.  Call or text Sue 
Miller at 802-377-5945 or 
email svdwmiller@icloud.
com with “horse” in the 
subject line for more in-
formation.

SMALL SQUARE BALES 
$3.50.  Excellent round 
bales $30.00.  Call 802-
377-5455.

WHITNEY’S CUSTOM 
FARM WORK Pond agi-
tating, liquid manure haul-
ing, drag line aerating. Call 
for price. 462-2755, John 
Whitney.

Wanted

2 x col  2.75
shoreham

CD

SLATE VALLEY 
UNIFIED UNION

SCHOOL DISTRICT

SV is looking for an experienced coach
to work with our athletes

Fair Haven High School – 
JV Softball Coach

For Additional information, contact 
Kim Alexander, Athletic Director at

802-265-4966 or kalexander@svuvt.org.

All applicants must apply
on www.SchoolSpring.com

Position will remain open until filled.
EOE

COACHING VACANCY
2022-2023

Vermont Soap is looking for attentive, 
reliable and responsible people to work 
in our production department. 

This position requires basic computer 
skills, attention to detail, the ability to 
sit or stand for long periods of time and 
the ability to lift up to 50lbs. Must be 
a team player and also able to work 
independently. 

This is a full time position (Mon-Fri 
7-3:30) with paid vacation time, paid 
holidays, 401k with employer match, 
and more!

Please send cover letter and resume to 
nichole@vermontsoap.com.

Production Team 
Members

OLD & Used
guns wanted

P: 802-775-2859
C: 802-236-7213

Rifles, 
Hand 
guns, 

Shot guns
Top prices paid.

 All real estate advertising 
in this newspaper is 
subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 
as amended which makes 
it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons 
receiving public assistance, 
or an intention to make any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will 
not  knowingly accept any 
advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.  To complain 
of discrimination, call HUD 
Toll-free at 1-800-424-8590. 
For the Washington, DC area 
please call HUD at  
426-3500.

Help Wanted 
ads can be 

found on Pages 
9B, 10B & 11B. It’s against the law to 

discriminate
when advertising housing

Let us help you sift through the complexities of 
the Fair Housing Law. Stay legal. Stay on the 
right side of the nation’s Fair Housing Law. 

Call the Addison Independent at (802) 
388-4944. 

Talk to our sales professionals.

It’s against the law to discriminate when 
advertising housing. Its easier to break the law 
than you might think. You can’t say “no children” 
or “adults only.”
There’s a lot you can’t say.
The Federal Government  
is watching for such discrimination.

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

Highway Maintenance Assistant
The Town of Shoreham is accepting applications    
for a full-time Highway Maintenance Assistant.

 Applicants should have a CDL or the ability to 
obtain one, experience running equipment, and 

mechanical ability. This job offers competitive wages 
and benefits including health insurance,

retirement plan, and paid time off.

Applications can be picked up
at the Shoreham Town Office or by emailing 

shorehamtown@shoreham.net.

Please mail applications to:
Town of Shoreham

297 Main St., Shoreham, VT 05770

GREAT SERVERS WANTED AT EASTVIEW
Do you love people? Working with a

supportive team? Serving delicious food?
Then join us as a Server at EastView, Middlebury’s
nonprofit, locally governed retirement community.

We offer a generous benefits package, sign-on bonus for full 
time & part-time positions, free shift meals, and paid time off.
If you are a student, a retiree, or just looking for a second job, 
our flexible hours & per diem shifts may be perfect for you!
To apply, or to check out more opportunites at EastView, 
go to www.eastviewmiddlebury.com/join-our-team/ or 

email tdunakin@eastviewmiddlebury.com

Keep the news coming!
Subscribe to the Addy Indy

online, in print, or on the go!

addisonindependent.com
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For Rent For Rent

For Rent
For Rent

Auctions

TOWN OF ADDISON
The Legal Voters Of The Town Of Addison Are Hereby Notified And Warned 

To Meet At 7:00 Am At The Addison Town Clerk’s Office On Tuesday, November 
8, 2022 To Vote By Australian Ballot (Between 7:00 Am And 7:00 Pm) On The 
Following Article:

Shall general obligation bonds or notes of the town of Addison in an amount 
not to exceed Two Million, Sixty-Eight Thousand, nineteen Dollars, and Six Cents 
($2,068,019.06), be issued to finance the cost of certain capital improvements 
and repairs to the Town Hall, said amount subject to available grants-in-aid?

Dated at Addison, VT this 17th day of October, 2022
Addison Selectboard

 TOWN OF LEICESTER
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

 The Leicester Development Review Board will hold a public hearing on 
Tuesday, November 15, 2022, at the Leicester Town Office at 6:00 p.m. to 
consider the following applications:

(20-22-DRB) Jane L. Dessureault, 289 Shackett Road for a 3-bedroom 
single-family residence and garage at Lake Dunmore Road and Red Gate 
Road (setback waiver from property boundary and center line of town highway).  
Section 2.4. E of the Leicester Unified Regulations.  Parcel ID #222018, 
Residential Agricultural District, submitted by Barnard & Gervais, LLC.

Applications are available for inspection at the Town Clerk’s Office, 44 
Schoolhouse Rd., Leicester, VT during regularly scheduled hours.

Participation in this proceeding is a prerequisite to the right to take any 
subsequent appeal. 
Jeff McDonough
DRB Chairman
10/17/2022

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT
WARNING

Special Town Meeting
November 7 & 8, 2022

 The legal voters of the Town of Middlebury, in the County of Addison, the State 
of Vermont are hereby warned and notified to meet at the Large Conference 
Room, Middlebury Town Offices, 77 Main Street in Middlebury, with access via 
videoconference also available (see below), on Monday, November 7, 2022 at 
7:00 P.M. for an informational meeting on Article 1; and on Tuesday, November 
8 from 7:00 A.M. through 7:00 P.M. at the Recreation Center, 154 Creek Road 
in Middlebury, to vote by Australian ballot on Article 1 as provided by 24 V.S.A § 
1061(2) and the Middlebury Town Charter.

 Article 1  Shall the legal voters of the Town of Middlebury approve the 
current Deed of Easement agreement as approved by the Middlebury 
Select Board at their meeting on June 28, 2022 and convey to Vermont 
Gas Systems a land easement to install gas service to 3 Mill Street?

Dated at Middlebury, Vermont this 27th day of September, 2022.
 Brian Carpenter, Chair
 Lindsey Fuentes-George, Vice Chair     
 Heather Seeley     
 Farhad Khan                      
 Dan Brown          
 Andy Hooper         
 Isabel Gogarty
  MIDDLEBURY SELECTBOARD

To view and participate in the informational meeting on Article 1 on Monday,  
November 7, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom Videoconferencing:

Zoom URL: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87962895545
By phone: 1 646 558 8656
Webinar ID: 879 6289 5545                         

For view-only access: For those wishing to watch but not participate, the 
hearing will be livestreamed to MCTV’s YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.
com/user/MCTVVermont and also broadcast live on Comcast Channel 1071.

CITY OF VERGENNES
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Development Review Board will hold a public 
hearing on Monday, November 21, 2022, at 8:00 PM for the following purpose:

To consider site plan review for application #2022-30 by One Credit 
Union to add an ITM/ATM kiosk to the parking lot at 48 Green.  Reviews 
will consider Articles VII, Article VIII, and Section 1608 of the Zoning 
and Subdivision Regulations.

Please note that the hearing will be held as a “hybrid meeting”, with 
participation either in person, by Zoom, or by phone.  The in-person meeting will 
be held in the conference room at City Hall.

Join by computer: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85906470948,
meeting password: 656417. 

Join by phone:  Dial 1 (929) 205-6099; Meeting ID: 859 0647 0948;
 Meeting Passcode: 656417. 

For participants joining by phone:  
          To raise your hand during the meeting, press *9.  

          To mute/unmute during the meeting, press *6If you experience
any difficulty in accessing this meeting, contact Zoning Administrator 

Peter Garon at 802-377-9527.
You must participate in the public hearing either in person or in writing, in 

order to take any subsequent appeal.  The City of Vergennes is an “on the 
record” appeal municipality with regard to appeals to Environmental Court from 
Development Review Board decisions.  This means that the Environmental 
Court shall only consider testimony or information provided during public 
hearings on the application.  Interested parties should therefore assure that 
their participation in the public hearing proceedings is complete and represents 
the totality of their desired considerations. 

A copy of the application is available for public review by contacting Peter 
Garon at pgaron@vergennes.org.  
 October 19, 2022 
	 Peter	Garon,	Administrative	Officer

CITY OF VERGENNES
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Development Review Board will hold a public 
hearing on Monday, November 21, 2022, at 7:30 PM for the following purpose:

To consider site plan review for application #2022-21 by Ashley 
Robinson to demolish a garage at 19 South Water Street.  Reviews will 
consider Articles VII, and Section 1603 of the Zoning and Subdivision 
Regulations.

Please note that the hearing will be held as a “hybrid meeting”, with participation 
either in person, by Zoom, or by phone.  The in-person meeting will be held in the 
conference room at City Hall.

Join by computer: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85906470948,
meeting password: 656417. 

Join by phone:  Dial 1 (929) 205-6099; Meeting ID: 859 0647 0948;
Meeting Passcode: 656417. 

For participants joining by phone:  
          To raise your hand during the meeting, press *9.  

          To mute/unmute during the meeting, press *6
If you experience any difficulty in accessing this meeting, contact Zoning 

Administrator Peter Garon at 802-377-9527.
You must participate in the public hearing either in person or in writing, in 

order to take any subsequent appeal.  The City of Vergennes is an “on the 
record” appeal municipality with regard to appeals to Environmental Court from 
Development Review Board decisions.  This means that the Environmental Court 
shall only consider testimony or information provided during public hearings on 
the application.  Interested parties should therefore assure that their participation 
in the public hearing proceedings is complete and represents the totality of their 
desired considerations. 

A copy of the application is available for public review by contacting 
Peter Garon at pgaron@vergennes.org.  
 October 19, 2022 
	 Peter	Garon,	Administrative	Officer
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MARKET REPORT
ADDISON COUNTY

COMMISSION SALES
RT. 125 • EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT

Sales for 10/20/22 & 10/24/22
  COST
BEEF LBS. /LB $
Correia Family Ltd. 1500 1.02 $1530.00
Barnes Bros. 1380 .91 $1255.80
Champlainside 1310 .85 $1113.50
Nop Bros. & Sons 1680 .835 $1402.80
R. Scholten 1375 .825 $1134.38
Blue Spruce Farm  1525 .81 $1235.25
  COST 
CALVES LBS. /LB $
Woodnotch 83 2.80 $232.40
Baines Bros. 106 2.70 $286.20
H. Sunderland 106 2.70 $286.20
A. Brisson 109 2.50 $272.50
J. Allen 84 2.40 $201.6

Total Beef - 115 Total Calves - 318
We value our faithful customers.

Sales at 3 pm - Mon. & Thurs.
call 1-802-388-2661
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ACT 250 NOTICE MINOR APPLICATION #9A0377
10 V.S.A. §§ 6001 - 6111

Joshua Masterson has filed complete application #9A0377 for a project 
generally described as “as-built” construction of two access driveways, a 
contractor yard, and single-family residence on an existing ±72.36-acre parcel. 
The Project also proposes to subdivide the existing parcel into three new lots: (1) 
Lot 1: ±57.19 acres; (2) Lot 2: ±5.68 acres; and (3) Lot 3: ±9.49 acres. Extraction 
and/or sale of earth resources from the site is not proposed or authorized. This 
application can be viewed online by visiting the Act 250 Database:
https://anrweb.vt.gov/ANR/Act250/Details.aspx?Num=9A0377.

No hearing will be held and a permit will be issued unless, on or before 
Wednesday, November 16th, 2022, a party notifies the District 9 Commission 
in writing of an issue requiring a hearing, or the Commission sets the matter for 
a hearing on its own motion. Any person as defined in 10 V.S.A. § 6085(c)(1) 
may request a hearing. Any hearing request must be in writing, must state the 
criteria or sub-criteria at issue, why a hearing is required, and what additional 
evidence will be presented at the hearing. Any hearing request by an adjoining 
property owner or other person eligible for party status under 10 V.S.A. § 6085(c)
(1)(E) must include a petition for party status under the Act 250 Rules. To request 
party status and a hearing, fill out the Party Status Petition Form on the Board’s 
website: https://nrb.vermont.gov/documents/party-status- petition-form, and 
email it to the District 9 Office at: NRB.Act250Barre@vermont.gov. Findings of 
Fact and Conclusions of Law may not be prepared unless the Commission holds 
a public hearing.

For more information contact the District Coordinator listed below.
Josh Donabedian
District 9 Coordinator
10 Baldwin Street, Montpelier, VT 05633-3201
802-261-1945
Joshua.Donabedian@vermont.gov

ACT 250 NOTICE
APPLICATION #9A0312-2 PRE-HEARING CONFERENCE

10 V.S.A. §§ 6001 - 6111
On October 13th, 2022, Addison County Solid Waste Management District 

filed application #9A0312-2 for a project generally described as construction of a 
residential trash and recycling drop-off facility on previously approved Lot 6 (3.4 
acres) of the Norris Subdivision. Project construction will occur in two phases: 
(1) Phase 1 consists of driveway and parking sufficient for a subcontracted solid 
waste hauler to conduct business and (2) Phase 2, to be operated by ACSWMD, 
involves construction of an attendant building and additional waste storage facil-
ities. The project is located at Lot 6, 65 Campground Road in the Town of New 
Haven, Vermont.

Pursuant to Act 250 Rule 16, the District 9 Commission will convene a 
Prehearing Conference and site visit on Thursday, November 17th, 2022, at 
9:00AM at the Project location at the address listed above.

This application can be viewed online by visiting the Act 250 Database here: 
https://anrweb.vt.gov/ANR/Act250/Details.aspx?Num=9A0312-2. To request par-
ty status, fill out the Party Status Petition Form on the Board’s website: https://nrb.
vermont.gov/documents/party-status-petition-form, and email it to the District 9 
Office at: NRB.Act250Barre@vermont.gov.

If you have a disability for which you need accommodation in order to partic-
ipate in this process (including participating in the public hearing), please notify 
us as soon as possible, in order to allow us as much time as possible to accom-
modate your needs. For more information, contact the District Coordinator listen 
below before the hearing date.

For more information contact the District Coordinator listed below.
Josh Donabedian
District 9 Coordinator
10 Baldwin Street
Montpelier, VT 05633-3201
802-261-1945
Joshua.Donabedian@vermont.gov

ACT 250 NOTICE
MINOR APPLICATION 9A0262-6

10 V.S.A. §§ 6001 - 6111
On October 14th, 2022, Steve and Marcia Dupoise filed application number 

#9A0262-6 for a project generally described as construction of two new storage 
structures and associated site improvements at an existing self-storage facility. 
The project includes: (1) construction of one 151’ by 36’ building; (2) construction 
of one 171’ by 30’ building; and (3) site improvements including grading, drainage, 
landscaping, and stormwater treatment. The project is located at 229 Ethan Allen 
Highway (U.S. Route 7) in New Haven, Vermont. This application can be viewed 
online by visiting the Act 250 Database here: https://anrweb.vt.gov/ANR/Act250/
Details.aspx?Num=9A0262-6.

No hearing will be held and a permit will be issued unless, on or before 
Wednesday, November 16th, 2022, a party notifies the District 9 Commission 
in writing of an issue requiring a hearing, or the Commission sets the matter for 
a hearing on its own motion. Any person as defined in 10 V.S.A. § 6085(c)(1) 
may request a hearing. Any hearing request must be in writing, must state the 
criteria or sub-criteria at issue, why a hearing is required, and what additional 
evidence will be presented at the hearing. Any hearing request by an adjoining 
property owner or other person eligible for party status under 10 V.S.A. § 6085(c)
(1)(E) must include a petition for party status under the Act 250 Rules. To request 
party status and a hearing, fill out the Party Status Petition Form on the Board’s 
website: https://nrb.vermont.gov/documents/party-status-petition-form, and 
email it to the District 9 Office at: NRB.Act250Barre@vermont.gov. Findings of 
Fact and Conclusions of Law may not be prepared unless the Commission holds 
a public hearing.

For more information contact the District Coordinator listed below.
Josh Donabedian
District 9 Coordinator
10 Baldwin Street
Montpelier, VT 05633-3201
802-261-1945
Joshua.Donabedian@vermont.gov

TOWN OF FERRISBURGH
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
NOVEMBER 2ND, 2022

A public hearing before the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Town of 
Ferrisburgh will be held at the Town Clerk’s Office on Wednesday, November 
2nd, 2022, to consider the following:

1. Application No. 22-123 (Mike Dingman) Accessory Dwelling Unit: 
Barn; property ID#21/21/03;686 Woods Road; Shoreland (SD-2) district; 
conditional use
2. Application No. 22-124 (Deborah Allen) Home Based Business II; 
property ID#11/01/17.3; 235 Primrose Lane; Rural Agricultural (RA-5) 
district; conditional use
3. Application No. 22-127 (Rick Solomon) Single Family Home; property 
ID#12/01/05;964 Arnold Bay Road; Shoreland (SD-2) district; conditional 
use

The above files are available for inspection at the Town Clerk’s Office. Persons 
wishing to appear and be heard may do so in person or be represented by an 
agent or an attorney. Communications about the above hearings may also be 
filed in writing with the Board or the Zoning Administrator.

PLEASE NOTE: Participation in the local proceeding is a prerequisite to the 
right to take any subsequent appeal.

TOWN of MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT
Charter Amendment Public Hearing

November 29, 2022
The legal voters of the Town of Middlebury, in the County of Addison, the State 

of Vermont are hereby warned and notified to meet in the Large Conference 
Room, Town Offices, 77 Main Street in Middlebury on Tuesday, November 29, 
2022 at 7:15 P.M. to attend a public hearing regarding the proposed amendments 
to the Charter of the Town of Middlebury. Language to be added is underlined, 
and deleted language has a strikethrough.
  
* Section 302, Elective officers, revise (a) by deleting “(7) Town 
Treasurer” from the list of officers elected by the Town at its annual Town 
Meeting:
            (7) Town Treasurer
*  Section 305, Treasurer, revise (a) as follows:

(a) The Treasurer shall be appointed by the Selectboard. elected 
annually at the annual meeting and shall serve for a three year 
term.

*   Section 306, Appointed Officers, revise (d), by adding “(7) a Town 
Treasurer” to the list of officers the appointed by the Selectboard:
            (7) a Town Treasurer
MIDDLEBURY SELECTBOARD

TOWN OF SALISBURY
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Salisbury Development Review Board (DRB) will hold a Public Hearing in 
the Town Office (25 Schoolhouse Road) at 6:00 PM on Wednesday, November 
16, 2022, to consider the following:

Application 2022-07
An application from Lee Randlett (parcel ID #0753107) for a 

Conditional Use Permit, property owners Keewaydin Foundation, in 
connection with a proposed permit to replace the existing Wangan 
Room building within the same footprint and place an addition onto the 
northern side of the building, (8’ x 41’), at the referenced location. The 
existing building is a nonconforming structure which does not meet the 
standard of §2.4.4E of the Salisbury Unified Development Regulations 
which requires a 40’ setback from the center of the road, (Lake Dunmore 
Road). This property is located within the Lake Shore District, (LSD).

This application is pursuant to §2.4.4E, §3.4.2, §3.4.4-§3.4.8, (as 
stated in §4.0.5), of the Salisbury Unified Development Regulations.

Appeal #2022-08 Town of Salisbury Notice of Hearing for Appeal 
of Administrative Officer Decision.

Brad Cushing of 1511 Lake Dunmore Road, Salisbury, VT 05769 has 
submitted a notice of appeal regarding a decision of the administrative 
officer dated October 8, 2022, Permit application #22-25-CU, for a 
property located at 1457 Lake Dunmore Road in the Town of Salisbury. 
(Property owner Lake Dunmore Kampersville). This appeal is pursuant to 
§3.5 of the Salisbury Unified Development Regulations and procedures 
contained in 24 V.S.A, §4465, §4468, §4469 and §4470.

The proposed project is as follows:
Minor Conditional Use approval procedure pursuant to Section §3.4.2 

for the removal of a 3-unit, 4-bedroom apartment building to be replaced 
with 4 camper sites at the same locations. 

Participation (either oral or written) is a prerequisite to an interested person’s 
right to take any subsequent appeal from the DRB’s decision. See 24 V.S.A. 
§4465(b) and 4471.

These hearings will be conducted with in-person and remote access. Those 
wishing to participate remotely must obtain the necessary remote access codes. 
Access codes (for on-line or phone) are available by contacting the Salisbury 
Town Clerk during regular business hours prior to 3:00 PM on November 15, 
2022. The Salisbury Town Office is open on Tuesdays from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM 
and Thursdays from 11:00 AM to 6:00 PM.

Application materials are available for inspection in the Town Office during 
regular business hours.

 Anna Scheck
 DRB Clerk 

CITY OF VERGENNES
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Development Review Board will hold a public 
hearing on Monday, November 21, 2022, at 7:15 PM for the following purpose:

To consider site plan review for application #2022-24 by Lisa Godfrey 
and Helga Kimball for a change of use for a portion of the first floor from 
office to retail at 135 Main Street.  Reviews will consider Articles VII, and 
Section 1608 of the Zoning and Subdivision Regulations.

Please note that the hearing will be held as a “hybrid meeting”, with 
participation either in person, by Zoom, or by phone.  The in-person meeting will 
be held in the conference room at City Hall.

Join by computer: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85906470948,
meeting password: 656417. 

Join by phone:  Dial 1 (929) 205-6099; Meeting ID: 859 0647 0948;
 Meeting Passcode: 656417. 

For participants joining by phone:  
          To raise your hand during the meeting, press *9.  

          To mute/unmute during the meeting, press *6
If you experience any difficulty in accessing this meeting, contact Zoning 

Administrator Peter Garon at 802-377-9527.
You must participate in the public hearing either in person or in writing, in 

order to take any subsequent appeal.  The City of Vergennes is an “on the 
record” appeal municipality with regard to appeals to Environmental Court from 
Development Review Board decisions.  This means that the Environmental Court 
shall only consider testimony or information provided during public hearings on 
the application.  Interested parties should therefore assure that their participation 
in the public hearing proceedings is complete and represents the totality of their 
desired considerations. 

A copy of the application is available for public review by contacting Peter 
Garon at pgaron@vergennes.org.  
 October 19, 2022 
 Peter Garon, Administrative Officer

     Public Notices  can be found in this
ADDISON INDEPENDENT  on Pages 11B, 12B and 13B.

ACT 250 NOTICE
MINOR APPLICATION 9A0225-6

10 V.S.A. §§ 6001 - 6111
On October 12th, 2022, Vermont Industrial Parks LLC and Jackman Fuels 

Inc. filed application #9A0225-6 for a project generally described as construction 
and site improvements upon an existing, previously approved ±7.25-acre lot for 
a fuel depot with two aboveground 45,000-gallon propane tanks and a transport 
offloading and bobtail loading racks. The project will also utilize a small portion 
of Jackman Fuels’ existing adjacent parcel for access and parking. The project 
is located at 109 Panton Road in Vergennes, Vermont. This application can be 
viewed online by visiting the Act 250 Database here: https://anrweb.vt.gov/ANR/
Act250/Details.aspx?Num=9A0225-6.

No hearing will be held and a permit will be issued unless, on or before 
Wednesday, November 16th, 2022, a party notifies the District 9 Commission 
in writing of an issue requiring a hearing, or the Commission sets the matter for 
a hearing on its own motion. Any person as defined in 10 V.S.A. § 6085(c)(1) 
may request a hearing. Any hearing request must be in writing, must state the 
criteria or sub-criteria at issue, why a hearing is required, and what additional 
evidence will be presented at the hearing. Any hearing request by an adjoining 
property owner or other person eligible for party status under 10 V.S.A. § 6085(c)
(1)(E) must include a petition for party status under the Act 250 Rules. To request 
party status and a hearing, fill out the Party Status Petition Form on the Board’s 
website: https://nrb.vermont.gov/documents/party-status-petition-form, and 
email it to the District 9 Office at: NRB.Act250Barre@vermont.gov. Findings of 
Fact and Conclusions of Law may not be prepared unless the Commission holds 
a public hearing.
For more information contact the District Coordinator listed below.
Josh Donabedian
District 9 Coordinator
10 Baldwin Street
Montpelier, VT 05633-3201
802-261-1945
Joshua.Donabedian@vermont.gov

MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 
police responded to a report of 
a burglary in progress at the 
Middlebury College bike shop off 
College Street on Oct. 18. 

Town police, assisted by 
Middlebury College Public Safety, 
launched an investigation that 
resulted in the arrest of Neehal 
Haque, 19, of Los Angeles. Officers 
cited Haque for burglary, unlawful 
mischief and petite larceny.

In other action last week, 
Middlebury police:

• Helped state police take into 
custody a suspect at the Sugar 
House Motel on Route 7 North 
on Oct. 17. Arrested was Ralph 
Desmarais, 43, of Burlington, who 
was wanted for sexual exploitation 
and luring a child. 

• Serve a no-trespass notice on a 
person who had allegedly tried to 
steal a bottle of wine from a Court 
Street business on Oct. 17.

• Assisted a local resident on Oct. 
17 who was having issues with 
person who had borrowed their car.

• Assisted a local family with 
a child who was refusing to go to 
school on Oct. 18.

• Coordinated services for a local 
juvenile believed to be suffering 
from a mental health crisis on Oct. 
18.

• Received a phone call on 
Oct. 18 from a local woman who 
said she was suicidal and wanted 
police to shoot her. Police said 

Middlebury Regional EMS officials 
took the woman to Porter Hospital 
for a psychiatric evaluation.

• Received a complaint about 
a vehicle being scratched while 
parked at Porter Hospital on Oct. 
18.

• Assisted a local business on Oct. 
18 with an “ongoing issue” it was 
having with a former employee.

• Assisted MREMS at an 
emergency call on Piper Road on 
Oct. 18.

• Received a report about an 
“angry” person getting locked out 
of their vehicle on Court Street 
during the evening of Oct. 19. 
Police said someone was able to 
help the person get into their car 
and drive away.

• Investigated a case of a local 
student leaving school early on 
Oct. 19 to go home. Police said 
they located the child, who was 
connected with counseling services 
in light of past comments the child 
had allegedly made about self-
harm.

• Received complaints of 
speeders and stop sign scofflaws in 
Buttolph Acres on Oct. 19.

• Assisted a local resident whose 

vehicle tires had been deflated 
while parked off South Pleasant 
Street on Oct. 19. Police said the 
case is under investigation.

• Investigated a report of a vehicle 
having been spray painted while 
parked off Mill Street on Oct. 19. 
Police said this wasn’t the first time 
the vehicle had been vandalized.

• Received a report of someone 
vandalizing the door to a Route 
7 North home on Oct. 19. Police 
said nothing appears to have been 
taken from the home, and the case 
remains under investigation.

• Received a report on Oct. 20 
from representatives of a local 
business saying one of their 
company’s checks had been 
counterfeited and cashed.

• Checked the welfare of a person 
on Main Street on Oct. 21. Police 
said the man was OK and was on 
his way home.

• Received a report about a 
youth allegedly throwing empty 
cardboard boxes onto the railroad 
tracks off Printer’s Alley on Oct. 
21.

• Assisted a woman on Court 
Street who reported that a window 
in her car had shattered as a truck 
passed her vehicle while driving on 
Route 74 in Shoreham on Oct. 21. 
Middlebury police have informed 
Vermont State Police about the 
incident.

• Investigated a hit-and-run 
incident involving two vehicles on 

Court Street Extension on Oct. 21.
• Investigated reports of 

gunshots near Middlebury Union 
High School on Oct. 22, but found 
no source of the shots.

• Received a report about an 
erratic driver on Court Street on 
Oct. 22.

• Responded to a reported 
domestic dispute at a Jackson Lane 
home on Oct. 22.

• Received a report that a single 
vehicle had been egged while 
parked off East Main Street on Oct. 
22.

• Were informed on Oct. 23 
that a Middlebury Union Middle 
School student had posted a gun-
related meme on social media. 
Police determined the message 
didn’t include any threats toward 
the school or another student, but 
contacted the youth’s parents about 
the incident. The parents promised 
to discuss the matter with their 
child, who they said doesn’t have 
access to weapons.

• Cited Eric Alger, 57, of 
Middlebury for driving with a 
criminally suspended driver’s 
license, possession of cocaine, 
possession of heroin and four 
counts of violating his of conditions 
of release, following a traffic stop 
on Court Street on Oct. 23. Police 
said Alger is scheduled to answer to 
the charges on Nov. 28 in Vermont 
Superior Court, Criminal Division.

Police investigate bike shop robbery

Police Log
Middlebury

MONTPELIER — The 2022 
Draft South Lake Champlain 
Tactical Basin Plan will be 
available for public comment 
from Oct. 7 through Nov. 7. The 
public is also invited to attend one 
of two public meetings offered 
on Oct. 27 and Nov. 3 to provide 
feedback on the plan.

The South Lake Champlain 

Basin encompasses Basin 2 
(Poultney and Mettowee) and 
Basin 4 (direct tributaries to 
southern Lake Champlain). It 
occupies portions of Rutland, 
Addison, and Bennington 
counties and covers 23 towns. 
The plan contains three key 
elements: 

• A health assessment of 

the rivers, lakes, and wetlands 
within the South Lake Champlain 
and Poultney-Mettowee River 
watersheds.

• 62 strategies to improve 
water quality, including methods 
to decrease runoff from farms and 
roads, protect and restore water 
bodies, and limit overflows from 
wastewater treatment facilities.

• Tips for landowners, 
watershed organizations, and 
towns interested in receiving 
funding and technical assistance 
to help protect and restore water 
resources.

“Tactical Basin Plans have 
always been a central part of 
our work. The 2022 South Lake 
Plan compiles strategies which 
reflect the breadth of work we do 
as well as tracking the results of 
projects we have completed. The 
latter helps partners who engage 
in water quality work track our 
progress,” says Hilary Solomon, 
District Manager at the Poultney 
Mettowee Natural Resources 
Conservation District.

This fall, scientists from 
the Vermont Department of 
Environmental Conservation and 

local nonprofit organizations will 
be hosting two meetings for the 
public to learn about the Basin 
2 & 4 tactical plan and provide 
comments and suggestions.

An in-person meeting will be 
held on Oct. 27 from 5:30-7 p.m. 
at the Wells Town Office, 1064 
Vermont Route 30.

A virtual information session 
will be held Nov. 3 from 5:30-
6:30 pm. Participants can call in 
at  802-828-7667, 234016973#).

Copies of the draft plan may be 
obtained after Oct. 7, on the Basin 
2 & 4 tactical basin planning 
website or by requesting a copy 
from Angie Allen by email: 
Angie.Allen@vermont.gov or 
phone: (802) 490-9081.

Comments should be directed 
by email: Angie.Allen@vermont.
gov or by mail to Angie Allen, 
Basin 2 & 4 Comments, 430 Asa 
Bloomer State Office Bldg., 88 
Merchants Row, Rutland, VT, 
05701-5903. Comments should 
be postmarked or submitted 
via email by 4:30 p.m. on Nov. 
7. Comments received by this 
date will be addressed in a 
responsiveness summary.

Meetings set for Lake Champlain Tactical Basin plan



Addison Independent, Thursday, October 27, 2022 — PAGE 13B

     Public Notices  can be found in this
ADDISON INDEPENDENT  on Pages 11B, 12B and 13B.

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
INVITATION TO BID

Bid Number # 20221025-3
Sealed competitive bids for a Class 2a Regular Cab 4x4 Truck will be 

received at the office of the Town Manager, 77 Main Street, Middlebury, VT 
05753 until 11:00 AM, November 15, 2022.

The Town of Middlebury, VT reserves the right to waive any 
informalities, reject any and all bids, or to accept any bid deemed 
to be in the best interest of the Town.

Information for Bidders, Specifications and Bid Forms may be obtained 
free of charge at the Municipal Building at 77 Main Street, the Department 
of Public Works at 1020 Route 7 South or on the Town’s webpage at www.
townofmiddlebury.org. 

Questions may be addressed to Patti Kirby via email at pkirby@
townofmiddlebury.org or by phone at (802) 388-4045.

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY 
INVITATION TO BID

BID NUMBER # 20221025-4
Sealed competitive bids for a Class 3 Regular Cab/Utility Body Truck will 

be received at the office of the Town Manager, 77 Main Street, Middlebury, VT 
05753 until 11:00 AM, November 15, 2022.

The Town of Middlebury, VT reserves the right to waive any 
informalities, reject any and all bids, or to accept any bid deemed to 
be in the best interest of the Town.
Information for Bidders, Specifications and Bid Forms may be obtained by 

contacting the Department of Public Works at 1020 Route 7 South by phone 
at (802) 388-4045, via email at pkirby@townofmiddlebury.org, or on the Town’s 
webpage at www.townofmiddlebury.org.

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
77 MAIN STREET, MIDDLEBURY, VT 05753

INVITATION TO BID
Bid Number # 20221025-5

Sealed competitive bids for a Class 4 Regular Cab/Utility Body Truck will 
be received at the office of the Town Manager, 77 Main Street, Middlebury, VT 
05753 until 11:00 AM, November 15, 2022.

The Town of Middlebury, VT reserves the right to waive any 
informalities, reject any and all bids, or to accept any bid deemed 
to be in the best interest of the Town.

Information for Bidders, Specifications and Bid Forms may be obtained by 
contacting the Department of Public Works at 1020 Route 7 South by phone 
at (802) 388-4045, via email at pkirby@townofmiddlebury.org, or on the Town’s 
webpage at www.townofmiddlebury.org.

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
77 MAIN STREET, MIDDLEBURY, VT 05753

INVITATION TO BID
BID NUMBER # 20221025-2

Sealed competitive bids for a Single Axle Class 8 Body Build will be received 
at the office of the Town Manager, 77 Main Street, Middlebury, VT 05753 until 
11:00 AM, November 15, 2022.

The Town of Middlebury, VT reserves the right to waive any 
informalities, reject any and all bids, or to accept any bid deemed to 
be in the best interest of the Town.

Information for Bidders, Specifications and Bid Forms may be obtained 
free of charge at the Municipal Building at 77 Main Street, the Department 
of Public Works at 1020 Route 7 South or on the Town’s webpage at www.
townofmiddlebury.org. 

Questions may be addressed to Patti Kirby – pkirby@townofmiddlebury.org 
or by phone at (802) 388-4045.

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
77 MAIN STREET, MIDDLEBURY, VT 05753

INVITATION TO BID
Bid Number # 20221025-1

Sealed competitive bids for a Single Axle Class 8 Dump Truck will be 
received at the office of the Town Manager, 77 Main Street, Middlebury, VT 
05753 until 11:00 AM, November 15, 2022.

The Town of Middlebury, VT reserves the right to waive any 
informalities, reject any and all bids, or to accept any bid deemed 
to be in the best interest of the Town.

Information for Bidders, Specifications and Bid Forms may be obtained 
free of charge at the Municipal Building at 77 Main Street, the Department 
of Public Works at 1020 Route 7 South or on the Town’s webpage at www.
townofmiddlebury.org.

Questions may be addressed to Patti Kirby via email at pkirby@
townofmiddlebury.org or by phone at (802) 388-4045.

CITY OF VERGENNES
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Development Review Board will hold a public 
hearing on Monday, November 21, 2022, at 7:00 PM for the following purpose:

To consider site plan and conditional use review for application 
#2022-27 by Amanda Dingman-Parini for a change of use from one-
household to Professional Services at 92 Main Street.  Reviews will 
consider Articles VII, Article VIII, and Section 1606 of the Zoning and 
Subdivision Regulations.

Please note that the hearing will be held as a “hybrid meeting”, with 
participation either in person, by Zoom, or by phone.  The in-person meeting 
will be held in the conference room at City Hall.

Join by computer: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85906470948,
meeting password: 656417. 

Join by phone:  Dial 1 (929) 205-6099; Meeting ID: 859 0647 0948;  
Meeting Passcode: 656417. 

For participants joining by phone:  
          To raise your hand during the meeting, press *9.  

          To mute/unmute during the meeting, press *6
If you experience any difficulty in accessing this meeting, contact 

Zoning Administrator Peter Garon at 802-377-9527.
You must participate in the public hearing either in person or in writing, in 

order to take any subsequent appeal. The City of Vergennes is an “on the 
record” appeal municipality with regard to appeals to Environmental Court from 
Development Review Board decisions. This means that the Environmental 
Court shall only consider testimony or information provided during public 
hearings on the application.  Interested parties should therefore assure that 
their participation in the public hearing proceedings is complete and represents 
the totality of their desired considerations. 

A copy of the application is available for public review by contacting Peter 
Garon at pgaron@vergennes.org.  
 October 19, 2022 
	 Peter	Garon,	Administrative	Officer

It’s a win
MIDDLEBURY LIONS Paul Desabrais, David Morse, and Roger 

Desabrais stand in front of one of the two new scoreboards that 
the club purchased for MUMS. The boards were installed Oct. 
14.

Photo/Lorraine Morse

Tuesday 12:30pm to 4:30pm

APPOINTMENTS REQUIRED.

802-388-1966
addisoncountyclerk@gmail.com

Addison County Courthouse
The Addison County Clerk
located in Frank Mahady
Courthouse is available

to accept passport applications
and provide  passport photos.

REGULAR HOURS
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday

9am to 1pm

Full Passport Service

BRISTOL — Between Sept. 
12 and Oct. 16, Bristol police 
completed 119 foot patrols and 12 
car patrols, conducted 51 traffic 
stops and checked the security at 
Mount Abraham Union High School 
28 times, Bristol Elementary School 
23 times and local businesses 22 
times. 

Police also processed 91 
fingerprint requests, helped one 
resident get into a locked vehicle, 
responded to one 911 call that 
turned out to be a misdial, verified 
one vehicle identification number, 
conducted two welfare checks and 
six quarterly sex offender registry 
checks and facilitated the return of 
four loose dogs and two wallets. 

In other recent activity, Bristol 
police: 

• On Sept. 12 took two reports of 
accidents for insurance purposes. 

• On Sept. 12 received a report of 
stolen property on Airport Drive. An 
investigation is ongoing. 

• On Sept. 12 responded to a 
dispute between neighbors on Taylor 
Avenue. Police determined no 
action rose to the level of an offense 
and offered social service agency 
assistance, which was declined. 

• On Sept. 13 assisted a person 
with transportation on West Street. 

• On Sept. 13 received a 
threatening complaint on Airport 
Drive and found no action rose to 
the level of an offense. 

• On Sept. 13 received a report 
of a car crash on Prince Lane. The 
vehicle involved had left the area, 
leaving behind part of the fender. An 
investigation is ongoing. 

• On Sept. 14 assisted with a 
welfare check on Carterville Road 
and found no issues or concerns. 

• On Sept. 15 received a report of 

damage to a vehicle on West Street. 
• On Sept. 15 responded to 

Mountain Street for a suspicious 
person and found no action rose to 
the level of an offense. 

• On Sept. 16 received found 
property from West Street and 
returned the items to the owner. 

• On Sept. 16 along with Bristol 
Rescue escorted a local Special 
Olympics Athlete during the Bristol 
leg of the Law Enforcement Torch 
Run. 

• On Sept. 16 began investigating 
a theft on Spring Street. 

• On Sept. 16 received a complaint 
of a dog barking in the Plank Road 
area. An officer could not find the 
dog. 

• On Sept. 16 spoke to a group 
of juveniles in a parking lot on 
Maple Street after receiving a noise 
complaint. 

• On Sept. 17 assisted the Bristol 
Fire Department on West Street. 

• On Sept. 19 assisted Bristol 
Elementary School with a truancy 
concern. 

• On Sept. 20 following an 
investigation into disorderly 
behavior on West Street, cited Justin 
Gravelle, 27, of Essex for operating 
his motor vehicle with a suspended 
license. 

• On Sept. 21 issued parking 
tickets on Airport Drive. 

• On Sept. 21 assisted the Bristol 
Fire Department on Hewitt Road. 

• On Sept. 24 provided emergency 
lights and directed traffic at the 
scene of a car crash on Route 116 
North until the fire department and 
Vermont State Police arrived. 

• On Sept. 24 helped the Colchester 
Police Department find someone on 
Airport Drive. 

• On Sept. 24 received a report 

ADDISON COUNTY — On 
Oct. 17 at approximately 6:30 
p.m., Vermont State Police got 
an anonymous tip regarding the 
whereabouts of Ralph Desmarais, 
43, of Burlington, who was wanted 
for sexual exploitation and luring a 
child. Troopers located Desmarais 
at the Sugar House Motel in New 
Haven; police said he attempted to 
flee. 

Troopers caught Desmarais, took 
him into custody without incident 
and transported him to the New 
Haven barracks for processing. 
During processing, police report, 
Desmarais provided two false 
identities in an attempt to implicate 
others. 

Police cited Desmarais for 
resisting arrest and giving false 
reports to a police officer, and 
lodged him at the Northwest State 
Correctional Facility without bail.

Troopers were assisted on scene 
by Middlebury police. 

In other recent activity, troopers:
• On Oct. 12 at 6 p.m. logged 

a report that Sarah Waite, 35, of 
Bristol violated her conditions of 
release by sending text messages 
to a former intimate partner. At the 
time the messages were sent, Waite 
had active conditions of release 
stemming from a previous domestic 
assault, which prohibited her from 
contacting the victim. 

Waite agreed to come to the New 
Haven for processing. After citing 
Waite for violation of conditions 
of release, police released her with 
more conditions.

• On Oct. 13 at around 10 
minutes before 1 a.m. responded to 
a disturbance at the Sugar House 
Motel on Route 7 in New Haven. 
Police reported that Christopher 
Cormier, 51, of New Haven lost 
the key to his room, so he woke up 
five of his neighbors by yelling and 
knocking on their doors. Cormier 
then kicked down the door to his 
room, causing damage to the door 
owned by the landlord. Troopers 
cited Cormier for unlawful mischief 
and disorderly conduct.

• On Oct. 13 at around 6:45 a.m. 
closed 22A in Orwell between the 
intersection of Routes 22A and 
73 (four corners) and Route 144 
in Benson due to a crash. Police 
reopened the road about four hours 
later but did not provide details on 
the crash.

• Police closed Monkton Road 
between Hardscrabble and Bristol 
roads on the Monkton-Bristol border 
on Oct. 14 because of a traffic 
accident. State police received word 
that a 2017 Dodge Charger had run 
into a utility pole on Monkton Road 
at around 20 minutes after 5 p.m. 
that Friday. Troopers determined 
was driving northbound on the road 
with two nine-year-olds in the back 
seat when the passenger-side back 
rear tire entered a portion of a ditch 
and ultimately left the roadway and 
struck a utility pole. 

Everyone was wearing seatbelts, 
and no one was hurt; but the Dodge 
sustained significant front-end 
damage. 

The Vermont State Police were 

assisted on scene by Bristol Fire 
Department, Green Mountain 
Power, Bristol Police Department 
and EJM Towing.

• On Oct. 14 located a Monkton 
man who was wanted for a crime 
he allegedly committed on Sept. 
23. State police report that on the 
23rd of last month they received 
a report that John Gargano, 66, 
was trespassing on North Pond 
Road in Monkton when he entered 
and remained on property he was 
ordered not to occupy. 

Through investigation into this 
incident police determined that 
Gargano also violated an active 
restraining order. Troopers were 
unable to make contact with him 
after several attempts. Ultimately, 
Gargano was located on Oct. 14 and 
cited for violation of a restraining 
order and unlawful trespassing.

• On Oct. 18 at around 7 30 p.m. 
responded to a report of a vehicle 
off the roadway on Green Street 
in Waltham. Police screened the 
driver, identified as 21-year-old Max 
Carson of Middlebury and cited him 
for driving under the influence and 
unlawful mischief.

• On Oct. 19 around 5:45 a.m. 
closed parts pf Route 22A between 
Hopkins Road in Vergennes and 
Addison Four Corners due to a 
motor vehicle accident. Police said 

power lines were involved but did 
not give more details than that.

• On Oct. 20 at a few minutes 
after 8 a.m. responded to a one-car 
crash near Monkton Road and Post 
Road in Monkton. Police report that 
a 16-year-old from Richford was 
driving the 2010 car southbound on 
Monkton Road heading to school 
when she said she drove too closely 
to the shoulder of the road on a 
curve, overcorrected, ran into the 
ditch causing the car to roll twice 
before landing up right. The driver 
sustained no serious injuries and 
provided no signs of impairment. 
The Monkton Fire Department 
helped out at the scene.

• On Oct. 20 between 7:50 and 
8:45 a.m. closed Route 17 near 
Green Street in New Haven to clear 
a traffic accident.

• On Oct. 23 found a Ferrisburgh 
man wanted for his involvement 
in an Oct. 6 incident. At a little 
before 8 a.m. on Oct. 6, state police 
were notified of a disorderly man 
at the Jolley Mart on Route 7 in 
Ferrisburgh. The man, later identified 
as 36-year-old Trevor Matton, left 
the store prior to the report.

Police investigated and determined 
that Matton engaged in violent and 
tumultuous behavior while in a 
public place and also discovered 
that Matton was wanted for failing 
to appear in court for a separate 
incident. 

Troopers were able to make 
contact with Matton on Oct. 23 and 
cited him for disorderly conduct and 
for missing the court date.

Man cited for providing false identities to the police

Police Log
Vt. State

of a sexual assault for an incident 
reported to another agency and 
forwarded that information to the 
appropriate agency. 

• On Sept. 26 assisted someone 
on Garfield Street with a motor 
vehicle complaint.  

• On Sept. 26 assisted state police 
with a runaway juvenile on Morgan 
Horse Lane. 

• On Sept. 27 issued court 
diversion paperwork to three 
juveniles on Airport Drive. 

• On Sept. 27 gave someone a 
courtesy ride to a service station 
after their vehicle broke down on 
Stoney Hill. 

• On Sept. 28 assisted state police 
on South Street. 

• On Sept. 29 assisted someone 
at the Bristol Police Department 
with printing documents for a court 
hearing. 

• On Sept. 29 assisted someone 
with property retrieval on Route 
116 South. 

• On Oct. 2 responded to a minor 
parking lot crash on Prince Lane. 

• On Oct. 5 dealt with a family 
dispute in the area of Morgan Horse 
Lane and helped the family to find  
a resolution and identify available 
resources for its situation. 

• On Oct. 11 responded to a family 
fight on Morgan Horse Lane and 
cited Sergiu Babenco, 37, of Bristol 
for aggravated domestic assault. 

• On Oct. 11 served a temporary 
relief from abuse order upon 
someone on Route 116 South. 

• On Oct. 12 assisted state police 
at the station. 

• On Oct. 13 responded to a two-
vehicle accident on West Street. 

• On Oct. 13 assisted the Mount 
Abraham Unified School District by 
checking on two students who live in 
the Lower Notch Road area. 

• On Oct. 14 initiated a property 
watch for a North Street resident. 

• On Oct. 16 responded to an animal 
complaint near the intersection of 
Route 116 South and River Road. 

Police LogBristol

MEETING OF THE ADDISON COUNTY 
REGIONAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

NOVEMBER 9, 2022 AT 12PM
A meeting of the Addison County Regional Emergency Management 

Committee (REMC) will be held on November 9 at 12pm (in person at the 
ACRPC office, 14 Seminary St. with Zoom option). Meetings are held quarterly, 
with future meetings scheduled for the:

• Second Wednesday of February  • Second Wednesday of August
• Second Wednesday of May • Second Wednesday of November
The REMC conducts All-Hazards preparedness planning and coordinates 

with Vermont Emergency Management (VEM), the State Emergency Response 
Commission (SERC), and the new statewide Local Emergency Planning 
Committee (LEPC).

The REMC is made up of Local Emergency Management Directors and 
Emergency Services Representatives from each municipality in the region. 
Representatives from fire departments, emergency medical services, law 
enforcement, media, transportation, hospitals, the department of health district 
office, organizations serving vulnerable populations, and any other interested 
public or private individual or organization, are welcome to attend and participate!

For more information, contact ACRPC Emergency Management Planner 
Andrew L’Roe at alroe@acrpc.org or 802-388-3141 x3.
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By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — The newly 

created Vergennes Energy 
Committee is holding its first 
public event this Saturday, Oct. 29, 
with cooperation from Efficiency 
Vermont, Aubuchon Hardware 
and civic volunteers 
from Ferrisburgh and 
Waltham. 

The Vergennes City 
Council approved the 
city’s eight-member 
energy committee and 
its mission statement 
at its Oct. 11 meeting, 
and the committee set 
to work on one of the 
goals in that statement: 
“We engage and 
educate the community 
by organizing related 
activities and projects.”

The energy committee will 
report to the council.

On Saturday, from noon to 3 
p.m., the committee and Efficiency 
Vermont will host a “Button Up 
Vermont” event under a tent 
outside of the Aubuchon store 
off Monkton Road, near Route 7. 
Efficiency Vermont runs Button 
Up campaigns each fall in tandem 
with local groups like the new city 
committee.

Energy committee member 
Cheryl Brinkman said this 

Saturday local residents can get 
advice on “DIY projects and tips 
from experts” on how to tighten up 
their homes for the winter, as well 
as information on weatherization 
programs that can make more 
substantial improvements, 

including on eligibility 
for state funding to 
help pay for them. 

E f f i c i e n c y 
Vermont’s website 
describes its annual 
Button Up campaigns 
as “supported by a 
partnership of energy 
services providers” to 
“raise awareness of the 
need to weatherize” 
and help “connect 
Vermonters with tools 
and resources to save” 
with “tips on air sealing 

and insulation” and information 
on “the benefits of upgrades like 
energy efficient heat pumps.”

Brinkman said Ferrisburgh 
and Waltham aren’t among the 
roughly 100 Vermont communities 
with energy committees, but the 
city group invited civic energy 
volunteers from those towns to 
participate in Saturday’s Button Up 
event, and they were happy to join 
in. 

In the long run, Brinkman sees 
much more the energy committee 

can do for Vergennes, including:
• researching ways the city and 

its citizens can save money on 
energy bills; 

• finding grants for the city to 
fund civic improvements; 

• educating officials, businesses 
and residents; 

• reducing fossil-fuel use; 
• and freeing City Manager Ron 

Redmond to focus on other issues.
“There are so many benefits 

to having an energy committee,” 
Brinkman told the council on Oct. 
11. 

The rest of the mission 
statement the council approved 
for the committee calls for the 
group “to promote energy savings 
and reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions in order to preserve 
the character and environment of 
Vergennes,” “make sustainable, 
energy-efficient recommendations 
to the municipality,” and “secure 
funding sources and measure 
initiatives.”

The council authorized a 
committee with between five and 
nine volunteer members, and it 
will begin with eight: Brinkman, 
Sid Bosworth, Don Ferris, Al 
Harder-Hyde, Keith Morrill, 
Maggi Shadroui, Jeremy Francis 
and Grace Williams. Rep. Diane 
Lanpher, D-Vergennes, has agreed 
to serve as a legislative liaison.

VERGENNES — Vergennes 
police allege a woman with a 
New Haven address embezzled 
about $1,300 from the Maplefields 
convenience store on Main Street 
in the city. 

Following an investigation, 
Vergennes police on Oct. 17 cited 
Isabelle Gepfert, 21, into court to 
answer to a charge of embezzlement 
from the store. 

In other action between Oct. 17 
and 23, Vergennes police conducted 
eight traffic stops, responded to 
one 911 hang-up call, fingerprinted 
three job applicants, and also:

On Oct. 17, responded to a two-

VERGENNES — The 
Vergennes Lions Club is having 
a busy fall after the organization 
welcomed new faces to the fold in 
2022.

The surge of activity started 
with Vergennes Day at the end 
of August, then continued with 
building accessible ramps, buying 
eyeglasses and hearing aids for 
needy folks, etc. 

The Vergennes Lions Club has 
started selling Cash for Christmas 
Raffle Tickets where the winner 
will win one-half of all ticket 
sales, and the club keeps the 
other half to meet expenses for 
donations they make to Boys and 
Girls Club of Greater Vergennes, 
Vergennes Area Rescue Squad, 
Community Food Shelf, Elderly 
Services, John Graham Shelter, 
and others. Last year’s winner 
got close to $3,200. The drawing 
will be held at the club meeting on 
Dec. 7. See a Lions Club member 
or send request to Vergennes 
Lions, PO Box 94, Vergennes, VT 
05491 for the number you would 
like and your contact information.

Starting around Nov. 1, Toys for 
Kids collection barrels will be at 
Dollar General, Ferrisburgh Bake 
Shop, Gaines Insurance, Jackman 
Fuels, Kinney Drugs, Long Trail 
on the Falls PT, Porky’s BBQ and 
One Credit Union. The “store” for 
parents to pick up toys for their 
children will be at Long Trail on 
the Falls PT Dec. 15 and 16.

Through the month of 
December, several club members 
will be working at Vermont Teddy 
Bear helping ship orders for the 
holiday rush. Funds earned from 
this help in the operational costs 
of the club since all funds earned 
in the community have to be spent 
in the community.
NEW MEMBERS

This comes after a period with 
the organization added some 
names to its roster.

In the past several months, the 
Vergennes Lions have added a 
number of new members, and they 
are recruiting other civic-minded 

Lions have busy fall, add new members

LIONS CLUB DISTRICT Governor Kathy Dorman (center), who hails 
from the Vergennes club, swore in new city club member Mason 
Charlebois in August then the two posed for this photo along with his 
sponsor, Lion Cookie Steponaitis (left).

folks who are interested in helping 
the Greater Vergennes area. 

New members are Blair Lyon, 
Michael Davis, William “Chris” 
Cadmus, Elysabethe “Libby” 
James, Lisa Davis, Constance 
Swinton, Michael Booska and 
Mason Charlebois. They have 
been asked to serve on committees, 
and happily agreed to live out the 
Lions’ motto, “We Serve.”

Some of the new members have 
started a Firewood Raffle where 
the winner will get one cord of 
wood, and they can designate 
another family to receive a second 
cord. Thanks to Gevry Firewood in 
Addison for that donation.

If anyone is interested in possibly 
joining the Lions, they should 
contact any current members, or 

drop a note to Vergennes Lions 
Club, PO Box 94, Vergennes, VT 
05491.

In summing up her year as 
president, Lion Yvonne Raphael 
thanked the club members who 
helped make the year so successful, 
even though much of it was through 
use of Zoom. The Memorial Day 
activities were resumed with great 
success in raffling off a car and 
selling popcorn and flags. The Toys 
for Kids program was the most 
successful ever, according to long-
time chair Susan Hayes. Special 
thanks to Michael DiPalermo at 
Long Trail on the Falls PT for 
volunteering his space for the 
Christmas store. He has already 
agreed to let the Lions use his 
space again this year.

City energy panel created

City police investigate embezzlement

Police Log
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car accident at the intersection of 
Green and School Streets, after 
which one driver was taken to 
Porter Hospital for treatment.

On Oct. 19:
• Went to West Main Street to 

deal with a one-car accident in 
which the driver was taken to 
the UVM Medical Center with 
more serious injuries. Police said 
the vehicle took out a utility pole 

before coming to rest in nearby 
trees.

• Calmed a family dispute on 
High Street.

On Oct. 21, helped Vermont 
State Police with a family fight on 
Route 22A in Panton.

On Oct. 22, stood by while the 
Vergennes Area Rescue Squad dealt 
with a Ferrisburgh patient who had 
been problematic in the past.

On Oct. 23, separated two 
teenage girls who had been fighting 
in a Main Street apartment. Police 
took one to the station, where a 
family member arrived to pick her 
up.

The Vergennes 
City Council 
approved the 
city’s eight-
member 
energy 
committee and 
its mission 
statement at 
its Oct. 11 
meeting.

VERGENNES — The 
Vermont Nursery and Landscape 
Association (VNLA) volunteered 
to design and install landscaping 
at a Habitat for Humanity of 
Addison County single family 
home located at 14 Booth Woods 

in Vergennes. Installation was 
due to take place on Oct. 15. This 
is one of four homes that will 
be built by the local Habitat for 
Humanity in the future. VNLA 
member businesses and associates 
have donated all the plants and 

materials for this project. 
The landscaping includes 

low-maintenance native woody 
vegetation, which will provide 
a mixed hedge for privacy and 
biodiversity, street trees and 
woody shrubs out front for visual 
interest, bank stabilization, with 
the plantings soaking up driveway 
runoff, and adding protection/
screening from wind, sun and car 
headlights/noise. VNLA planned 
to install Panton stone driveway 
curbing to delineate between the 
driveway and lawn, where young 
kids will be playing. This planting 
is intended to create a simple and 
beautiful landscape that is easy to 
maintain for a young family. 

“The VNLA mission is to 
support and strengthen the 
horticulture industry of Vermont 
by creating greater awareness 
of the benefits of landscaping 
and promoting the professional 
services and products our members 
provide.” said Kristina MacKulin, 
VNLA executive director. “We 
have completed three such projects 
with Green Mountain Habitat for 
Humanity in Chittenden County. 
We are excited for this new 
collaboration.”

Speaking for Habitat, Michael 
Johnston said the organization was 
fortunate to garner the attention of 
the VNLA, which he called a fun, 
talented and generous group of 
professionals.

Habitat and VNLA volunteers 
installed VNLA and Green Works 
materials provided by American 
Meadows, Cobble Creek Nursery 
Evergreen Gardens, Horsford 
Gardens & Nursery, Rocky Dale 
Gardens, Greenhaven Gardens & 
Nursery, Panoramic Landscaping 
and Van Berkum Nursery.

Vergennes Habitat home receives garden
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Potter Yinglei Zhang makes bowls during the Sept. 20 “bowl-making party” held at Middlebury Studio School. About 20 local potters came together to make 100 bowls for the 
Empty Bowls silent auction fundraiser starting Nov. 1 at the Middlebury Natural Foods Co-op. PHOTOS COURTESY OF SARAH BRIGGS, MSS

Bowls made by local potters line up before fi ring.

hicken soup for… well, how about 
for ALL hungry souls. Did you know 
that according to the U.S. Census, 
Current Population Survey, one in 
nine Vermonters are dealing with food 
insecurity? 

That’s 11% too many.

Here in Addison 
County, the 
Middlebury Studio 
School and the 

Middlebury Natural Foods Co-Op are teaming 
up for the 30th year to orchestrate an Empty 
Bowl fundraiser to benefi t local food shelves, 
CVOEO and HOPE. 

“For 28 years we hosted an Empty Bowl 
dinner,” explained Karin Mott, Middlebury Co-
op Director of Marketing and Events. But then 

Covid came along and changed the event into 
a silent auction. 

This marks “the third year, the Co-op is hosting 
The Great Empty Bowl Silent Auction from 
Nov. 1-30,” reads the announcement on the 

grocer’s website. “Stop by the Co-op to view 
beautiful hand-made bowls from Middlebury 
Studio School.”

The auction, has been “just as fruitful if not 
more,” assured Mott, who noted last year this 
fundraiser was able to donate $9,600 from the 
sale of 100 bowls. 

All of  the bowls were created by about 20 
local potters during a “bowl-making party” on 
Sept. 20 at the Studio School’s pottery studio 
on Route 7 South. 

“We served up fresh pizza from our very own 
pizza oven,” added MSS Executive Director 
Sarah Briggs. “Art and food both nourish us, 
so good food seemed like the perfect way 
to thank these potters who generously give 
their time every year to this eff ort. They have 

SEE BOWLS ON PAGE 3

Buy an empty bowl and fi ll an empty stomach

ELSIE
 LYNN PARINI

BY

C
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Today I’m fl oating like a feather writes the poet in the 
poem “Banality.” Or like a leaf or a boat on the water, I 
would add. What a sweet autumn we’re having — so many 
soft days of luminous color, perfect for wandering and for 
emptying. I love the poem’s playful, almost humorous, 

tone and also its paradox. It extends a sincere 
invitation to welcome banality, lounging, and gazing 
and leave behind such involved ideas as Russian 
Futurism and thermodynamics to instead hear the 
neighbor’s dog bark and watch cumulous clouds 
looking very cumulous. But of course the mere 
mention of those involved ideas and the phrase 
cumulous clouds brings in all that is not banal.

Perhaps the speaker is someone who thinks too 
much — don’t we all — but today has found himself 
wandering, enchanted with the everyday things of the 
world. Meanwhile there are still many weighty issues 
and complex ideas to explore. But through all of that 
we might still be able to tread lightly and perhaps 
even “fl oat a little above this diffi  cult world” as another 

poet named Mary Oliver said. What “Banality” shows us is a way to be with 
everything at once; to move into a realm of lightness and maybe even 
keep it within us always, despite what outer circumstances might present.

I think of “the lightness of being” that that comes up in many Eastern 
spiritual teachings, a phrase that makes me feel lighter just saying it. 
I think of Psalm 139 “The night will shine like the day, for darkness is 
as light to you.” I remember how it felt to be a child playing for hours, 
immersed in the world of the woods and meadows. I think of how it felt 
these past few weeks paddling on a small Adirondack lake, the sunlight 
illuminating more colors than I could name. I call up all of that while I sit 
to write by my window on this cold gray morning and press it deep into 
my marrow where I hope it lives for a long time to come.

LOOK ME UP IN THE FIELD 
GUIDE UNDER BLISSFUL.

BANALITY

There’s something to be said for banality,
the way it keeps everything on a level plane,
one cliché blithely following another
like cows heading toward the pasture.

How lovely sometimes not to think
about Russian Futurism, or the second law
of thermodynamics, or how thinking itself
requires some thoughtfulness.

I’d like to ask if Machiavelli 
ever owned a dog named “Prince.”
I’d like to imagine Rosalind Franklin
lounging pleasantly by a wood stove.

Let the mind take a holiday,
the body put its slippers on.
It’s a beautiful day, says the banal,
and today, I’m happy to agree
with its genial locutions.

Woof, woof, goes the neighbor’s dog.
The sun is pouring in through the window,
heating up the parlor, the blue sky is so blue,
and the cumulous clouds are looking very cumulous.

I’m all for reading a murder mystery,
Something with fl air but forgettable. 
Or some novelette whose hero’s name
is Hawk or Kestrel, a raptor bird
soaring above his ravished love.

I’m lying on the couch with easy puzzles.
I’m playing a song that has no accidentals.
Life’s but a dream, comme ci, comme ca.

No doubt, tomorrow I’ll be famished
for what’s occult and perilous,
all those knots in the brain,
all the words that are hard to crack.

Today, I’m fl oating like a feather,
call me falcon, look me up
in the fi eld guide under Blissful,
Empty headed, under everything
that loves what it does today,
and requires no explanation. 

— By Gregory Djanikian

POETRY
T H E  M O N T H  I N

Susan Jefts 
is a poet and 
editor from the Adirondacks 
and Vermont, whose poems 
have been published in 
numerous journals, locally and 
nationally. She runs workshops 
using poetry to deepen our 
experiences in nature, and of 
what we fi nd sacred. 

This poem has appeared previously in “Roads Taken, Contemporary Vermont Poetry,” Green Writers 
Press and in Sojourners of the In-Between, Carnegie Mellon University Press.

Gregory Djanikian has published seven collections of poetry with Carnegie Mellon, the latest of which 
is “Sojourners of the In-Between” (2020), which includes his poem “Banality.” His work has appeared 

in numerous journals including American Poetry Review, Boulevard, New Ohio Review, Poetry, Poetry 
Northwest, TriQuarterly, among others, and in many anthologies including Best American Poetry 

(Scribners), Good Poems, American Places (Viking), Seriously Funny (Georgia), Poem in Your Pocket 
(The Academy of American Poets), and 180 More: Extraordinary Poems for Every Day (Random House). 

He has summered at his house in Irasburg, Vt., since 1989.

F O R 
O N L Y  $ 1 
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BOWLS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

802-443-MIDD (6433)  •  go.middlebury.edu/pas

Choral Chameleon:
Healing Sound Bath
Saturday, October 29  n  4:00 pm 
Mahaney Arts Center, Robison Hall; audio stream available
$25/20/10/5
Mahaney Arts Center, Robison Hall
Audio streaming tickets: $10/5

produced 100 gorgeous and one-of-a-kind 
bowls that I know people will be eager to see!”

When you stop by the Co-op in November, 
check out the bowls on display. If one strikes 
your fancy, simply write your bid, your name and 
your phone number on the auction list next to 
the bowl of your choice. Bids start at $30. The 
Co-op will match all fi nal bids (maximum total 
match will be $5,000). 

“Middlebury Studio School is proud to be a 
long-time partner in the Empty Bowl auction 
and to be a part of fi ghting food insecurity in our 
community by supporting CVOEO and HOPE,” 
Briggs said. “This is one of the ways we work 
with other organizations in town to support our 
community. Beyond the funds raised during the 
auction, this event is a wonderful way for potters 
from around the region to collaborate on one 
creative eff ort.”

“The Co-op exists for the health and well-being 
of the entire community,” Mott said, quoting 
the MNFC’s mission statement. “We are just 
so grateful for Middlebury Studio School for 
coordinating and making so many bowls — this 
wouldn’t be possible without them… And for the 
unbelievable generosity of our community!”

“Empty Bowls” is an international project to 
fi ght hunger, personalized by artists and arts 
organizations on a community level. It was 
founded by Lisa Blackburn and art teacher John 
Hartom in 1990-91, when they joined a drive to 
raise charitable funds in his Michigan community. 
Hartom’s idea was to organize a charitable 
event to give artists and art students a way to 
make a personal diff erence. Hartom’s students 
made ceramic bowls in their high school art 
classes. The fi nished products were then used as 
individual serving pieces for a fund-raising meal 
of soup and bread. Contributing guests kept the 
empty bowl.

Today, hundreds of communities hold some 
version of an Empty Bowls event. Their eff orts 

support food-related charities around the world 
and have raised millions of dollars to aid in the 
fi ght against hunger. Although the sponsors 
of the events may diff er widely — from glass 
blowers to churches to co-ops like MNFC — the 
goals remain the same:

• Raise as much money as possible to feed the 
world’s hungry people.

• Increase awareness of hunger and related 
issues. Through education, awareness, and 
action, concerned individuals can change human 
attitudes that allow hunger to exist.

• Advocate for arts education. Nurturing the 

creative process through the arts enhances 
the possibility of fi nding new solutions to old 
problems.

So after you fi ll up your grocery basket or 
cart full of delicious and nutritious goodies 
from the Co-op, take a moment to admire the 
hand-made bowls by local artists and consider 
bidding. 

“I think that donors love this event,” Briggs 
summed up, “because they know that when they 
bid on a bowl their money is going to fi ght food 
insecurity in our community, and at the same 
time they are connecting with a unique work of 
art produced by a local potter.”

“MIDDLEBURY STUDIO 
SCHOOL IS PROUD TO ... 
BE A PART OF FIGHTING 
FOOD INSECURITY IN 
OUR COMMUNITY.”

— Sarah Briggs

Kathy Clarke, Clay Studio Manager at Middlebury Studio School, fi res pizza at the studio’s own outdoor oven to feed 
the local potters who turned up on Sept. 20 to make 100 bowls for the Empty Bowls fundraiser.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF SARAH BRIGGS AND ABIGAIL WENTZ, MSS

Send us a pic of your pet!
news@addisonindependent.com

Pet of the week

version of an Empty Bowls event. Their eff orts 

Pet of the week
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Halloween 
Happenings
Spooky 
Night at the 
Sheldon

Sunday, October 27th
1-3 PM

Get ready for tricks, treats and lots of fun new activities on the green in Middlebury!

Visit ExperienceMiddlebury.com for more information about Spooktacular,  
the rest of Experience Middlebury signature events and all of the ways you can  
live, work and play better in Middlebury!

30
3

Sunday, October 27th
1-3 PM

Get ready for tricks, treats and lots of fun new activities on the green in Middlebury!

Visit ExperienceMiddlebury.com for more information about Spooktacular,  
the rest of Experience Middlebury signature events and all of the ways you can  
live, work and play better in Middlebury!

Saturday, October 29th

Trick or treating downtown 3:30-5 p.m.
Ghostly gathering at Town Hall Theater 4-7 p.m.

NEW!

Scarefest: Film and dance party returns to 
the Vergennes Opera House on Saturday
Scarefest, a creation of actor and local 
resident Jeremy Holm, is back with a night 
of scary fun on Saturday, Oct. 29, at the 
Vergennes Opera House.

The evening begins at 7 p.m. with the 
screening of “Depraved,” the 2019 film 
directed by Larry Fessenden. “Depraved” 
brings a provocative and modern 
update to the classic Mary Shelley story 
“Frankenstein.” The story follows Henry, an 
army medic, who works feverishly in his 

Brooklyn laboratory to forget the death 
he witnessed overseas by creating life in 
the form of a man cobbled together from 
body parts. Adam is born but that was 
the easy part; teaching him how to live in 
a dark and troubled world proves to be 
perilous. A complex, emotionally shattering 
tale about what it means to be human. Mr. 
Fessenden has a 40-year history of creating 
memorable horror films and he will be in 
attendance for a short Q&A moderated by 

Spirits of Rokeby returns Halloween weekend
Returning to Rokeby Museum on Oct. 28 and 
29, is “Spirits of Rokeby.” This participatory 
dramatization allows you to witness what an 
actual séance was like for the Robinsons 170 
years ago.

Join in for hot cider and a short introduction 
to spiritualism before a “spirit” of Rokeby 
guides you into the historic house to 
experience a staged reading of séances. 
The séances are drawn from transcripts in 
Rokeby’s archive.

“The second generation Robinsons practiced 

Spiritualism and attended several séances in 
Ferrisburgh and Vergennes. Their encounters 
with spirits were recorded by a family 
friend and are preserved in the Museum’s 
collection. This event draws inspiration 
from the archive and is an opportunity to 
experience a 19th Century séance just as the 
Robinson did over a century ago,” explained 
museum director Lindsay Varner.

Tickets to the event are $20 and are on sale 
at the museum or at rokeby.org. Tickets 
should be purchased in advance as there is 
limited seating and tickets are timed.

On Oct. 28, from 5-7:30 
p.m., the Sheldon 
Museum will host Spooky 
Night at the museum 
— an evening of pre-
Halloween entertainment. 
The event is free and 
open to the public. The 
night will offer a range of 
spirit-inspired activities: 
Tarot card readings, 
group psychic readings, a 
murder scene dollhouse, 
and live spooky music. 

SEE SCAREFEST ON PAGE 8

SEE SHELDON ON PAGE 8
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SEE EXHIBITS ON PAGE 8

ARIES: March 21/April 20. This week no one can 
help you but yourself, Aries. You have to fi gure 
out a way to get to the bottom of a problem on 
your own. But then the 
reward will be twice as 
sweet.

TAURUS: April 21/
May 21. There are a few 
obstacles in your path 
this week, Taurus. But 
nothing you can’t get 
around. If you have a 
few people help you 
out, your work will be 
even easier to manage.

GEMINI: May 22/June 
21. Gemini, when a 
current plan of attack 
isn’t working out quite 
right, you may have 
to approach it from a 
diff erent direction. A new 
angle can bring with it a 
new perspective. 

CANCER: June 22/
July 22. You may need 
to push yourself a little 
further this week to 
make up for lost time, 
Cancer. Hunker down 
and get things done. 
There’s rest to have on 
the other side of the 
eff ort.  

LEO: July 23/Aug. 23. 
Turning a blind eye to a 
certain situation will not 
make it go away, Leo. 
It will only postpone 
the inevitable, which is 
getting it handled. Don’t 
procrastinate any longer.

VIRGO: Aug. 24/Sept. 22. Others may not want 
to hear the truth, but you’re still going to off er it 
up, Virgo. Forge ahead even if you may lose some 
friends in the process. 

LIBRA: Sept. 23/Oct. 23. Think twice before you 
act this week, Libra. It’s easy to take the path 
ahead right now, but there may be some other 

way to go that could 
prove more rewarding in 
the long run.

SCORPIO: Oct. 24/
Nov. 22. Scorpio, 
you are looking for a 
change but you don’t 
know what that should 
be just yet. You may 
have to try on a few 
diff erent shoes before 
you fi nd the right fi t.

SAGITTARIUS: Nov. 
23/Dec. 21. Sagittarius 
birthday season is in full 
swing right now, so you 
are in a festive mood. 
That will continue right 
into the holidays, when 
you may be the life of 
the party. 

CAPRICORN: Dec. 22/
Jan. 20. Capricorn, you 
can change if you want 
to. It just requires a little 
eff ort right now to fi gure 
out the path you want to 
take. Brainstorm a few 
ideas and you can fi nd 
a goal.

AQUARIUS: Jan. 21/
Feb. 18. Keeping secrets 
will only work for so 
long. Aquarius. Sooner 
or later the truth will be 
revealed and you will 
need to come clean. 
Take the high road from 
the start.

PISCES: Feb. 19/March 20. After a few bumps, 
you fi nd your groove, Pisces. Supervisors will 
recognize your eff orts and perhaps give you the 
notice you deserve.

Cosmic ForecastCosmic Forecast

OPEN: M-F 10-5 and Saturday 9:30-4

260 Court Street, Middlebury, Vt. 05753
802-388-3559   www.middleburysewnvac.com

8th
Weekbefore Christmas Sale

Sale 10/30-11/6

Check out the Pfaff 
Ambition line of  

sewing machines!
Our most

popular models!popular models!

Rt 7 South, Middlebury • 802-388-2800
Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30, Sat. 10-2 

www.middleburyfloralandgifts.com

Friendly Service! Convenient Location!

BRISTOL • VT453-7799

Tues-Thurs 11am-5pm
Fri 11-7pm, Sat 10am-5pm
Sun 11-3pm • Closed Mon

Now open till 
7 on Fridays and 

open 11-3 on Sundays!

NOV. 27 — Bill Nye, Science Guy (67)
NOV. 28 — Karen Gillan, Actress (35)
NOV. 29 — Russell Wilson, Football QB (34)
NOV. 30 — Ben Stiller, Actor (57)

DEC. 1 — Robert Irwin, Reality Star (19)
DEC. 2 — Britney Spears, Singer (41)
DEC. 3 — Ozzy Osbourne, Singer (74)

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

ART
O N  E X H I B I T

ART ON MAIN
25 Main Street, Bristol
Visit artonmain.net or call 802-453-7648 for more info.

Season of Change. Local photographer Anne 
Majusiak is Art on Main’s featured artist for the month 
of October. Majusiak is inspired by the beauty of 
Vermont’s ever changing seasons and in particular the 
landscape of Addison County. 

BRANDON ARTISTS GUILD
7 Center St, Brandon
Visit brandonartistsguild.org or call 802-247-4956 
for more info.

“Common Thread” featuring fabric and fi ber art by 
Althea Bilodeau Lamb and Judith Reilly. While these 
two fabric/fi ber artists had a similar introduction 
to “threads,” their journey with them has led to two 
completely diff erent worlds. On view Sept. 9-Nov. 6.

EDGEWATER GALLERY AT THE FALLS
1 Mill Street, Middlebury
Visit edgewatergallery.com, call 802-458-0098 or email 
info@edgewatergallery-vt.com for more info.

“Tidal,” a solo exhibition of new paintings by Ellen 
Granter, who chronicles the eff ect of the progression 
of the day and the changing seasons on the coastal 
landscape and its birdlife. On view Oct. 1-Nov. 15. 

EDGEWATER GALLERY ON THE GREEN
6 Merchants Row, Middlebury
Visit edgewatergallery.com, call 802-989-7419 or email 
info@edgewatergallery-vt.com for more info.

“Fragile/Familiar,” a solo exhibition of new work 
by Kathleen Kolb. This new collection of paintings 
embody her study of light, exploration of sense of 
place and community, and her relationship with the 
specifi c landscape of working Vermont. On view Sept. 
27-Nov. 8. 

JACKSON GALLERY
68 S Pleasant Street, Middlebury
Visit townhalltheater.org/jackson-gallery or call 802-382-
9222 for more info.

“Feral Stitching: Four Artists Collaborating,” featuring 
a collection of fi ber art explorations created by 
Sarah Ashe, Janet Fredericks, Kari Hansen and Lily 
Hinrichsen. On view through Nov. 30.

SHELDON MUSEUM
1 Park Street, Middlebury
For more info visit henrysheldonmuseum.org
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CALENDAR
THURSDAY, OCT. 27
CALEB KENNA — ART FROM 
ABOVE VERMONT IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Thursday, Oct. 27, 7 p.m., Town Hall 
Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. Caleb 

Kenna, photographer and certified drone pilot, 
provides vertiginous views of Vermont invite a new 
way of looking at the Green Mountain State. These 
stunningly abstract drone images reveal hidden 
patterns and are rich with detail, color, shadow and 
mood. Doors open at 6 p.m. Free.

IONESCO’S “RHINOCEROUS” IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Thursday, Oct. 27, 7:30 p.m., Seeler Studio Theatre, 
Mahaney Arts Center, 72 Porter Field Rd. In this 
dark comic vision of civilization run amok, Ionesco 
depicts the struggle of the individual to maintain 
integrity and dignity alone in a world where all others 
have succumbed to the thrill of brute force and the 
mindlessness of the mob. Open to the public. Tickets 
$15/10/8/5, available at  middlebury.edu/college/arts.

FRIDAY, OCT. 28
PUMPKIN CARVING IN CORNWALL. Friday, Oct. 28, 
10 a.m.-12 noon, Cornwall Town Hall. Some carving 
implements will be provided.

PHOTOGRAPHY OPENING RECEPTION IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Friday, Oct. 28, 4-7 p.m., PhotoPlace 
Gallery, 3 Park St. Opening reception for the exhibit 
“Monochrome.” More info at photoplacegallery.com.

RYAN MONTBLEAU PERFORMS IN MIDDLEBURY. 

Friday, Oct. 28, 5-7 p.m., (time may change), Happy 
Valley Orchard, 217 Quarry Rd. Mountain Mac Cider 
Company presents this free concert in the orchard. 
Feel free to bring a chair and your own picnic. Hard 
cider and donuts will be available too. Not a dog-
friendly event. More info at 802-388-2411.

SPOOKY NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Friday, Oct. 28, 5 p.m. Henry Sheldon Museum, 1 Park 
St. Join the Sheldon for fun (and spooky) activities and 
storytelling.  

“SPIRITS OF ROKEBY” IN FERRISBURGH. Friday, 
Oct. 28, 5 p.m., Rokeby Museum, 4334 Route 7. 
The Robinson family members were advocates of 
Spiritualism and held seances in their home. Rokeby 
staff have adapted the seance transcripts into theater 
performances, which will be preceded by a historical 
talk about Spiritualism. Local actors will support this 
creative theater production that recreates spiritual 
visitation at Rokeby from over 180 years ago. Five 
performances of 20 minutes. More details to come at 
rokeby.org.

IONESCO’S “RHINOCEROUS” IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, 
Oct. 28, 7:30 p.m., Seeler Studio Theatre, Mahaney Arts 
Center, 72 Porter Field Rd. See Sept. 27 listing.

MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE CHOIR CONCERT IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Friday, Oct. 28, 7:30 p.m., Robison 
Hall, Mahaney Arts Center, 72 Porter Field Rd. The 
Middlebury College Choir, under the direction of 
Ronald Romano, will perform a rich and robust 
collection of songs. in this fall concert. Free and open 
to the public.

SATURDAY, OCT. 29
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB OUTING FOR PARENTS 
WITH INFANTS. Saturday, Oct. 29. Bring your infant 
on an easy hike of not more than 3 miles. Location 
and details to be determined closer to hike date. 
Contact Jennifer Wallace at 513-403-4196 or jennifer.
wallace86@gmail.com for details and to register. More 
at gmcbreadloaf.org.

“SPIRITS OF ROKEBY” IN FERRISBURGH. Saturday, 
Oct. 29, time 2-8 p.m., Rokeby Museum, 4334 Route 7. 
See Oct. 28 listing.

PUMPKINS IN THE PARK IN BRISTOL. Saturday, Oct. 
29, 1-3 p.m., town green. Come grab a pumpkin and 
help decorate the town green. New this year we 
will have Halloween Story Time by Marita from the 
Lawrence Memorial Library. Rain location Holley Hall 
(masks required).

PUMPKIN PALOOZA IN LINCOLN. Saturday, Oct. 29, 
afternoon, Lincoln Library. Pumpkin carving, naming 
and awards, cider and popcorn, some baked goods 
and fun for all. Costumes are suggested but optional. 
The library will also be open for trick or treating on 
Halloween night.

IONESCO’S “RHINOCEROUS” IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Saturday, Oct. 29, 2 and 7:30 p.m., Seeler Studio 
Theatre, Mahaney Arts Center, 72 Porter Field Rd. See 
Sept. 27 listing.

SPOOKTACULAR IN MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, Oct. 29, 

      
MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY TELEVISION:

P.O. Box 785, Middlebury, Vt. 05753MCTV SCHEDULE Channels 1071 & 1091
Please see the MCTV website, www.middleburycommunitytv.org, for changes 
in the schedule; MCTV events, classes and news; and to view many programs 

online. Submit listings to the above address, or call 388-3062.
MCTV Channel 1071

Friday, October 28
 12 a.m. Green Mountain Care Board
 7 a.m. Montpelier Connection
 7:30 a.m. Congregational Church Service
 10 a.m. Select Board, Public Affairs &  
  Candidate interviews and  
  Debates
 4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Church
 5:30 p.m. Energy Week
 6:30 p.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
 7:30 p.m. Cannabis Control Board
 9 p.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
 10 p.m. Candidates for U.S. House -  
  Through the Night & Public  
  Affairs- Through the Night
Saturday, October 29
 6:30 a.m. Liam Madden, Candidate for  
  U.S. House
 7:35 a.m. Cannabis Control Board
 9 a.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
 10 a.m. Select Board, Public Affairs
 3 p.m. Energy  Week
 4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Church
 5:30 p.m. Eckankar
 7 p.m. Catholic Mass
 7:30 p.m. Candidates for U.S. Senate
  Public Affairs Through the Night
Sunday, October 30
 4 a.m. Cris Ericson, Candidate for U.S.  
  Senate
 5 a.m. Montpelier Happy Hour -  
  Proposition 2

 6 a.m. Candidate Interview - Doug  
  Hoffer
 7 a.m. VT Digger U.S. House Debate
 9 a.m. Catholic Mass
 10 a.m. Energy Week
 11 a.m. Memorial Baptist Church
 4 p.m. Congregational Church Service
 6:30 p.m. Eckankar
 7 p.m. Catholic Mass
 7:30 p.m. News Project
 9:30 p.m. Middlebury Select Board
  Candidates & Public Affairs -  
  Through the Night
Monday, October 31
 6:30 a.m. Liam Madden, Candidate for  
  U.S. House
 7:35 a.m. Meet the Candidates: Becca  
  Balint, Candidate for U.S. House
 8 a.m. The News Project
 9 a.m. Energy Week
 10 a.m. Select Board, Candidates &  
  Public Affairs
 5 p.m. News Project
 6 p.m. VT Digger U.S. Senate Debate
 7:10 p.m. VT Digger US Congress
   Forum 2022
 9 p.m. Article 22 : Abortion Amendment  
  On the Ballot
 9:30 p.m. Politics with Matt Dickinson
  Candidates & Public Affairs-  
  Through the Night
Tuesday, November 1
 5 a.m. Energy  Week
 6 a.m. Article 22 : Abortion Amendment  

  On the Ballot
 6:30 a.m. Politics with Matt Dickinson
 9:30 a.m. Eckankar
 10 a.m. Select Board, Green Mountain  
  Care Board
 4 p.m. Congregational Church Service
 5:30 p.m. Energy Week
 7 p.m. Select Board, Issues and  
  Candidates
  Candidates & Public Affairs-  
  Through the Night
Wednesday, November 2
 6:30 a.m. Energy Week
 7:30 a.m. Memorial Baptist Church
 9:30 a.m. Catholic Mass
 10 a.m. Select Board, Candidates &  
  Public Affairs
 4 p.m. The News Project
 5 p.m. Energy Week
 7 p.m. Select Board, Public Affairs
  Candidates & Public Affairs-  
  Through the Night
Thursday, November 3
 5 a.m. Select Board, Public Affairs
 8 a.m. Congregational Church Service
 12 p.m. Select Board, Press   
  Conferences & Public Affairs
 8 p.m. Energy Week
 9 p.m. Eckankar
 9:30 p.m. Issues and Candidates -  
  Through the Night
MCTV Channel 1091 
Friday, October 28
 6:30 a.m. Current Topics in Science

 10 a.m. School Board Meetings
 4 a.m. Shedding Light On   
  Neurodegenerative Diseases
 5:30 p.m. Most Recent Local School  
  Board Meeting
 9:30 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 10:30 p.m. Current Topics in Science
Saturday, October 29
 12 a.m. Vermont State Board of   
 Education
 5 a.m. Current Topics in Science
 7:30 a.m. Kid’s Yoga,Yoga
 8 a.m. School Board Meetings
 1 p.m. All Brains Belong VT
 5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ 
 6 p.m. Current Topics in Science
 8:30 p.m. Dr. John Campbell
Sunday, October 30
 5 a.m. All Things LGTQ
 6 a.m. ALL BRAINS BELONG VT
 7:20 a.m. Kid’s Yoga,Yoga
 8 a.m. Shedding Light On   
  Neurodegenerative Diseases
 9:30 a.m. Current Topics in Science
 12 p.m. Most Recent Local School  
  Board Meeting
 5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ 
 6 p.m. GMALL Lecture - The English  
  Country House
 7:11 p.m. ALL BRAINS BELONG VT
 9:30 p.m. Shedding Light On   
  Neurodegenerative Diseases
Monday, October 31
 5 a.m. Pot Luck Kitchen

 6 a.m. Yoga
 7 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 8 a.m. School Board Meetings
 5:30 p.m. ALL BRAINS BELONG VT
 7 p.m. Dr. John Campbell
Tuesday, November 1
 5 a.m. GMALL Lecture
 6:30 a.m. School Board Meetings 
 12 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 1 p.m. Festival On the Green
 8 p.m. Shedding Light On   
  Neurodegenerative Diseases
 9:22 p.m. Current Topics in Science
Wednesday, November 2
 6 a.m. GMALL Lecture
 7:30 a.m. Kid’s Yoga
 9 a.m. Festival On the Green
 12 p.m. School Board Meetings
 5:30 p.m. Shedding Light On   
  Neurodegenerative Diseases
 7 p.m. Current Topics in Science
 9:30 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
1 0:30 p.m. ALL BRAINS BELONG VT
Thursday, November 3
 12 a.m. All Brains Belong VT
 5 a.m. Pot Luck Kitchen
 7 a.m. Kid’s Yoga
 8 a.m. School Board Meetings
 1 p.m. All Brains Belong VT
 5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ 
 6 p.m. Festival On the Green
 9 p.m. Book Talks

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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3:30-5 p.m., downtown and Town Hall Theater, 68 S. 
Pleasant St. Trick-or-Treat downtown then head over 
to the Town Hall Theater for a family-friendly event 
with food, fun and dancing plus costume prizes.

CHORAL CHAMELEON: HEALING CHORAL SOUND 

BATH IN MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, Oct. 29, 4 p.m., 
Robison Hall, Mahaney Arts Center, 72 Porter Field 
Rd. Collaborating with certified sound healers, singers 
will surround the audience in 360 degrees, “bathing” 
them in the layered sounds of voices, Tibetan singing 
bowls, chimes, gongs, and more. This intensive sound 
experience is designed to wash over the body for 
healing, peace, and restorative contemplation. Tickets 
$25/20/10/5; streaming tickets $10/5, available at  
middlebury.edu/college/arts.

TEEN HALLOWEEN PARTY IN MIDDLEBURY. 

Saturday, Oct. 29, 6-8:30 p.m., Ilsley Library. Come 
for a horrifying evening of costumes, games, tricks, 
treats, and more at this after hours event. Top off our 
night with a viewing of “The Corpse Bride.” Costumes 
encouraged!

STORIES FROM THE HEART “HONORING SPIRITS 

WHO HAVE LEFT THIS WORLD” IN MIDDLEBURY. 

Saturday, Oct. 29, 6:30-8 p.m., St. Stephen’s Church, on 
the green. Five stories of loss, grief and healing. Doors 
open at 6 p.m.

KING PEDE IN FERRISBURGH. Saturday Oct. 29, 
6:30 p.m., Ferrisburgh Town Hall and Community 
Center, Route 7. A sandwich supper and then on to 
an evening of fun and card games. King Pede is an 
unusual game that involves “trick-taking” techniques 
such as in Hearts and Spades or Pitch. This is a 
game of fun and skill so come prepared to use your 
strategic thinking.

SCAREFEST IN VERGENNES. Saturday, Oct. 29, 7 
p.m., Vergennes Opera House, 120 Main St. Join your 
neighbors and friends for a frightfully fantastic film, 
“Depraved,” followed by dancing with D.J. Fatty B 
kicks and a costume and parade contest at 10:30 p.m. 
Tickets $20 movie and dance party/$10 dance party 
only. More info at  vergennesoperahouse.org.

SUNDAY, OCT. 30
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN RIPTON. Sunday, 
Oct. 30, Burnt Hill. Hike the loop of Burnt Hill to Long 
Trail to Norske trail. 9 miles, strenuous. Contact trip 
leader for details. Deborah Lewis: text: 203-856-
6187; email: deborahlewis@optonline.net. More at 
gmcbreadloaf.org.

TRUNK OR TREAT IN VERGENNES. Sunday, Oct. 30, 
2-3 p.m., American Legion, 100 Armory Ln. Treaters 
can attend sitting in their cars and seeing all the 
trunks and getting treats. We ask for safety reasons 
that children stay in their vehicles while going 
through and seeing the trunks. Want to be a trunk? 
Registration required. Contact Martha DeGraaf at 
802-349-0229. Trunkers can start lining up at 1 p.m. 
and must be ready before we start at 2 p.m. You 
MUST register if you wish to be a trunk.

MONDAY, OCT. 31
TRUNK OR TREAT IN SHOREHAM. Monday, Oct. 31, 
5-7 p.m., Platt Memorial Library, Main Street. Stop in at 
the Platt during Shoreham’s Trunk or Treat Halloween 
event and show off your costume, pick a free book, 
and nab some candy. 

HALLOWEEN EVENT IN SALISBURY. Monday, Oct. 31, 
5 p.m., Salisbury Free Public Library. Come show off 
your costumes and enjoy free pizza, cider, and getting 
together again at the library’s Annual Halloween Event. 
Contact salisburypubliclibrary@gmail.com with any 
questions.

TUESDAY, NOV. 1
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN SALISBURY. 

Tuesday, Nov. 1, Silver Lake Trail, Route 53. A Moderate 
hike of 5 miles up and around Silver Lake. 700-ft 
elevation gain. Contact Morris Earle at morrisearle@
gmail.com or 802-734-0984 with questions or to 
register. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 2
“NORTH,” A READING AND DISCUSSION OF THE 

NOVEL IN MIDDLEBURY. Wednesday, Nov. 2, 7 
p.m., Ilsley Public Library, 75 Main St. In this First 
Wednesdays event, author Brad Kessler will read 
from and discuss his new novel, “North,” a moving 
story about the intertwined lives of a Vermont monk, 
a Somali refugee, and an Afghan war veteran whose 
lives converge on a snowy Vermont night. 

THURSDAY, NOV. 3
“THICKENING OF PLACE: MATERIAL, MEMORY, AND 

MAGIC” IN MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, Nov. 3, 4:30 p.m., 
Sunderland Hall, 356 College St. Cameron Visiting 

Architect Sam Ostrow will discuss how we might 
reorient the practice of architecture to foreground 
reciprocity, multiplicity and connection. Free. Open to 
the public.

FRIDAY, NOV. 4
“SOMETHING OLD, SOMETHING NEW, NOTHING 

BORROWED, OFTEN BLUE” IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, 
Nov. 4, 7 p.m., Town Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. 
The Stealing from Work crew is celebrating 10 years 
of fresh, all-natural sketch comedy in the Green 
Mountain State. Join us for our anniversary party with a 
rollicking production of brand-new material and some 
of our favorites from the past. Tickets $20, available at  
townhalltheater.org.

SATURDAY, NOV. 5
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN WAITSFIELD/

WARREN. Saturday, Nov. 5, Mad River Glen. Hike from 
Mad River Glen to Stark’s Nest, Waitsfield. 4 miles 
round trip. Steep walk up ski trails, 2,000 foot elevation 
gain. Beautiful views throughout. Contact Morris Earle 
at morrisearle@gmail.com or 802-734-0984 with 
questions or to register. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

CORNER HOUSE IN LINCOLN. Saturday, Nov. 5, 7:30 
p.m., Burnham Hall, 52 E. River Rd. Corner House 
writes and arranges music liberally composed of Irish, 
Scottish, Appalachian string band, and bluegrass 
influences. Their lyrical and spirited songwriting, 
dynamic old-time groove, and award-winning fiddle 
and mandolin combine to create a dynamic sound 
that is both timeless and very much rooted in the 
present. Tickets general admission $15/generous 

admission$20-$25/or pay what you can. To buy 
advance tickets, visit  rcch.org/upcoming-shows. Walk-
ins welcome. The show will also be available streamed 
via the Facebook. More info at rcchfolks@gmail.com.

picktop
TEEN HALLOWEEN? 
SOUNDS SPOOKILY 

SPECTACULAR!
HEAD OVER TO THE 

ILSLEY LIBRARY IN 
MIDDLEBURY WITH 

YOUR COSTUME ON FOR 
SOME GAMES, TRICKS, 
TREATS, A MOVIE AND 

MORE. SATURDAY,  
OCT. 29, 6-8:30 P.M.
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Ripton Community Coffee House hosts 
Corner House in Lincoln on Nov. 5

MUSIC
U P C O M I N G

“Artists in 
the Archives: 
Community, 
History & 
Collage.” Artists 
from Canada, 
Denmark, 
Ireland, Poland, 

Scotland, Ukraine, and several US states created 
collages to explore how the archival material 
expresses an aspect of a community. On view 
Sept. 2 through Jan. 7, 2023.

SPARROW ART SUPPLY
52 Main Street, Middlebury. 
Visit sparrowartsupply.com for more info. 

“6x6” features 2D artwork with dimensions of 
only 6 inches by 6 inches. Spanning painting to 
collage to fibers across all subject matters, “6x6” 
is a showcase of pieces by over 50 local artists. 
The theme of this mini show commemorates 
Sparrow Art Supply turning 6 months old. On 
view Sept. 22-Oct. 29.

PHOTOPLACE GALLERY
3 Park Street, Middlebury
For more info visit photoplacegallery.com.

“Monochrome” celebrates the beauty and 
powerful expressive ability of monochrome 
photography. Jennifer Schlesinger juried and 
curated this exhibition. She selected 35 images for 
exhibition in the Middlebury gallery, and 40 more 
for display in PhotoPlace’s online gallery. On view 
Oct. 27-Nov. 25. An opening reception will be held 
in Middlebury on Friday, Oct. 28, from 4-7 p.m.

EXHIBITS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

SHELDON
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

SCAREFEST
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Take a selfie with one of 
the spirit photographs 
from museum’s collection 
acquired by Solomon 
Wright Jewett (1808-94), a 
successful merino sheep 
farmer and avid spiritualist 
collector. 

If you have had an encounter with the spirit world or 
perhaps once lived or now live in a haunted house, 
come tell your story. The centerpiece of the evening 
will be a MOTH-style program with ghost stories told by 
members of the community. If you’d like to share your 
ghost story (up to five minutes), contact the Sheldon at 
henrysheldonmuseum@gmail.com and you’ll be added to 
the program.

Costumes are optional, but welcome. For more information 
call 802-388-2117 or visit henrysheldonmuseum.org.

actor Jeremy Holm (Silo, 
Ranger, House of Cards, 
Mr. Robot).

Following the film and 
Q&A, the hall will be 
cleared, and the dance 
party will begin with tunes 

spun by D.J. Fattie B. There will also be a costume contest 
with first ($100), second ($50) and third ($25) prizes being 
awarded.

“This is our third Scarefest in the Opera House and it’s an 
honor to partner with them to produce this event,” said 
Jeremy Holm. “This year’s event is extra special because we 
get to show off Vergennes to my friend Larry Fessenden, 
director of hundreds of films, including our featured film 
‘Depraved.’ We are looking forward to a robust turnout for 
both the film and dance party and raising a lot of money for 
the Vergennes Opera House.”

Tickets for the film and the dance party combo are $20, or 
attendees can choose to attend the film only or the dance 
party only for $10. The cash bar is hosted by Bar Antidote/
Hired Hand Brewery.

As always, 100% of the ticket sales go toward the 
operations and renovations of the Vergennes Opera House, 
with a special focus this year on the “All Access Project.” For 
tickets and more info visit vergennesoperahouse.org.

Mark your calendars 
for the first Saturday 
of November to come 
hear Corner House 
perform a new album 
release concert. On 
Saturday, Nov. 5, the 
Ripton Community 
Coffee House in Lincoln 
will host this indie rock/
pop bluegrass band as 
they present their new 
album “How Beautiful 
it’s Been.”

“Corner House is a rare 
collective of musicians 
whose strength lies 
in their lyrics and the 
emotions evoked by 
their music — they have 
the power to effect 
change,” said a review 
in M Music & Musicians 
Magazine. “Their brilliant 
use of instruments and 
lyrics beg the listener to 
dig deeper to search for answers. They paint across a wide palette while honoring 
music from the past.” 

Next Saturday’s concert begins at 7:30 p.m. (doors open at 7 p.m.) The event will 
be held at the Burnham Hall in Lincoln, 52 E. River Road. General admission $15; 
generous admission $20-$25; or pay what you can. Tickets and more info available 
at rcch.org or call 802-388-9782. Admission also available at the door. 

Masks are recommended, but not required. Refreshments will be available during 
the break. Live-streaming will be available on Youtube or Facebook.

Corner House will present a concert for the Ripton Community 
Coffee House featuring tunes from their new album “How Beautiful 
its Been” during a concert on Nov. 5 at the Burnham Library in 
Lincoln. Doors open at 7 p.m.
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As you flip through this Addison 
Independent special section, we invite you 
to ask yourself: What is my connection to 
United Way of Addison County?

We recently asked a group of 20 donors, 
funded partners, and/or community 
leaders that very same question as part of 
our strategic planning process. Of course, 

the answers were different every time, 
but one thing remained consistent: every 
person’s connection was deeper than any 
label or category could convey.

“Longtime donor,” one person replied. 
“UWAC and I share the same sense of 
community. I like that this organization 
focuses on doing what’s best for 

Helena Van Voorst and Ken Stockman remind us that donors improve lives of 
their neighbors.

United Way: What’s my connection?
everyone.”

“Former Board member,” another 
started. “UWAC is one of the primary 
ways I stay informed about what’s really 
happening in 
Addison County. 
I feel more 
connected to 
the community 
because of my 
connection to 
UWAC.”

“ U W A C 
provides solutions 
to many of our 
needs - not just 
funding,” said one 
local Executive 
Director.

Our donors 
don’t “just” give; they improve lives. Our 
funded partners aren’t just grantees; they 
are our partners in turning the curve on the 
biggest challenges our community faces. 
The recipients of your generosity and of 
our partners’ services aren’t just statistics; 
they are Addison County; they are all of 
us.    

We’re confident that upon reflection, 
you’ll find that your connection to United 
Way of Addison County is greater and 
more important than ever before. You 
haven’t just “helped” us improve lives and 
strengthen this community - you’ve done 
it. And while the phrase “we couldn’t 
have done it without you” is often 
overused, we mean it in the most literal 
way. This organization is guided, funded, 
and inspired by YOU. We are United Way 
of Addison County and we are Ready to 
Live United. Thank you - for everything. 

With gratitude,

Helena Van Voorst
Executive Director

Ken Stockman
Board Chair

Reimagine
Addison
County

Coordinated by United Way 
of Addison County, Reimagine 
Addison County is an initiative 
intended to illuminate the innovative 
approaches and adaptations forced 
by the pandemic and encourage 
shared pathways to an even stronger, 
healthier community. Despite the 
many challenges we still face, this is 
a time of opportunity — a chance to 
rethink how sustained, collaborative 
action can better meet our collective 
needs and boost our economy, 
culture, and social safety framework.

UWAC worked on this initiative 
with the Vermont-based nonprofit 
Youth Catalytics. Doug Wilhelm, a 

(See Reimagine, Page 3)

Vermont Voices 
tells our stories 
to create change  

(See Voices, Page 2)

In the fall of 2021, we interviewed 19 
funded partners and three neighboring 
United Ways as part of our three-month 
advocacy listening tour. Talking with our 
partners improved our understanding of 
local advocacy efforts and goals, leading 
to our first-ever policy priority agenda. It 
expanded our knowledge of policy and 
legislative efforts in Addison County 
and across Vermont. We have stronger 
relationships with our partners and an 
improved understanding of how advancing 
advocacy within our organization can 
support local and statewide efforts.

“UWAC and 
I share the 
same sense of 
community. I 
like that this 
organization 
focuses on 
doing what’s 
best for 
everyone.”
— longtime donor
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After analyzing our funded partner 
interviews, we determined a significant 
need for local-level advocacy support. In 
addition to our policy priorities, UWAC 
is committed to helping our funded 
partners increase organization visibility 
and share the stories that broadcast 

their organizational 
importance and 
impact. 

What is Vermont 
Voices: Stories 
for Change? It’s a 
grassroots initiative 
that raises the voices 
of Vermonters 
to create lasting 
change. The goal 
of this initiative 
is to tell our 
communities’ stories 
and bring them to 
our legislature and 

lawmakers, allowing Vermonters to be 
heard at a local and statewide level.

What are the goals?
• Lift up the voices of Vermont 

residents
• Raise awareness of the issues 

Vermont residents are currently facing
• Bring impactful stories to our local 

and state representatives
• Use these stories to create lasting 

change at a local and state level

Voices
(Continued from Page 1)

• Ensure anonymity of storytellers 
unless requested otherwise

What will be featured this year? 
We want to feature what YOU feel 

is important! What do you want our 
local and state representatives to know 
about? What issues are you passionate 

about? What are some positive things 
that are currently happening in your 
community? What seems to be working 
well? Which systems have the most 
barriers? Lawmakers and community 
members want to hear from you.

Prioritizing 
youth in 

Addison County
Last month, United Way of Addison 

County (UWAC) sent three staff members 
and five members of our public health 
coalition PEEPS (Partners Encouraging 
Environments that Promote Success), to 
attend the 2022 Planet Youth Conference 
in Reykjavik, Iceland. The conference was 
three days of presentations and included 
42 substance 
prevention and 
public health 
speakers from 
across the globe. 
Also included 
were networking 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s , 
g e t - t o g e t h e r s , 
and speakers 
from Planet 
Youth. Included 
in the lineup 
of impressive 
presenters was 
Chief Transformation Officer Geoff 
Couldry of United Way Calgary and Area 
(pictured here with Jesse Brooks, Director 
of Advocacy), who shared their Planet 
Youth strategy and progress. 

But why Iceland? 
Approximately 20 years ago, Iceland 

had the highest youth substance use rates in 
(See Planet Youth, Page 3)

The goal of 
this initiative 
is to tell our 
communities’ 
stories and 
bring them to 
our legislature 
and lawmakers, 
allowing 
Vermonters 
to be heard 
at a local and 
statewide level.

Kids do 
not choose 
where 
they live; 
they grow 
up in the 
environment 
we put them 
in.
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254 Ethan Allen Highway, New Haven  |  P.O. Box 754, 
Middlebury 05753  |  388-7259  |  ACHHH.org

 We are so proud to 
be a funded partner 
of UWAC.

Korri Wass/photo credit

Research Associate for Youth Catalytics, 
conducted interviews with a representative 
group of key stakeholders and produced a 
video of those interviews with Irith Fuks, 
an intern from Middlebury College. They 
spoke with individuals from the arts sector, 
clean energy initiatives, town centers, 
mental health advocates, workforce 
development, affordable housing, parent/
child, and food access programs.

This series debuted in October of 2022 
and features videos and written posts 
highlighting the creative and resourceful 
pivots that have emerged thus far. Learn 
how leaders in our community are 
reimagining solutions to longstanding 
problems that will ensure a brighter future 
for all of us.

Watch the videos online at 
unitedwayaddisoncounty.org/reimagine-
addison-county.

Reimagine
(Continued from Page 1)

Europe. Today, the country has the lowest. 
Prevention leaders in Iceland report that 
they have been able to sustain these low 
numbers because of a method known as 
the “Icelandic Prevention Model.” or IPM. 
Planet Youth is the organization behind the 
method, and studies show that the model 
is transferable despite Iceland’s unique 
culture and population. Planet Youth 
representatives will tell you that the method 
is not groundbreaking, not 
complicated, and not difficult 
to achieve. Yet, Iceland has 
reduced substance use better 
than any other country. 

“It’s easy to do what we 
have been doing,” said Jon 
Sigfusson, Chairman of Planet 
Youth. “Only a fraction of 
funding is spent in the direction 
of prevention. Children are not 
responsible for their future; we 
are!” 

Planet Youth describes the 
model as “Social Innovation.” It 
is a primary prevention strategy that impacts 
the choices and opportunities within the 
environment; kids do not choose where they 
live; they grow up in the environment we put 
them in. It is easy to focus on the problems 
and design a patch; the IPM focuses on 
changing communities for the long term. It 
is as simple (and as difficult) as that. 

“My biggest takeaway from the Planet 
Youth conference is the importance of 
prioritizing youth,” said UWAC Youth 
Coordinator Sean Davison, a member of the 
Mt. Abraham Union High School Class of 
2023. “UWAC has been an advocate of that 
ideology, and adding some of the practices 
that were discussed during the conference, 
I’m sure we can take the big steps to create 

a better future for our community.”
In 1998 the vision was a drug-free Iceland 

using traditional methods of telling kids 
that drugs were not good for them; “say 
no to drugs” (sound familiar?). Evidence 
shows that this approach is ineffective and 
can even promote drug use. Planet Youth 
leaders believe that successful messages of 
substance prevention don’t mention drugs 
at all; rather, the message is about changing 
the environment to strengthen protective 

factors. 
The model follows a scientific 

method that focuses on four 
domains (family, peer group, 
school, and leisure time), 
collects data, and uses the data to 
mobilize environmental change. 
This data is not one or two 
years old; it is typically turned 
around in one or two months 
and requires an 80% response 
rate. This is a best practice of 
the IPM; when you have real-
time data from most of the 
population, no one can dispute 

that these are your local kids from your local 
community. 

Iceland and Vermont might seem like they 
are worlds apart, but a week in Reykjavik 
made us appreciate the abundance of 
similarities. While Addison County is not 
an island made up of geothermal pools and 
volcanic rock and surrounded by ocean, 
we do have a lot of the same values. The 
outdoors, small businesses, local cuisine, 
art, and community are just a few that we 
noticed were the same. These values seem 
to be the key ingredients to achieving such 
great success, which is why we believe 
we can do the same in Addison County. 
Initiatives such as “Parent Cafes,” “Leisure 

Planet Youth
(Continued from Page 2)

(See Healthy youth, Page 9)

“My biggest 
takeaway 
from the 
Planet Youth 
conference is 
the importance 
of prioritizing 
youth.”

— UWAC Youth 
Coordinator

Sean Davison

Route 7 South • Middlebury • 388-6297

We are proud to be a 
United Way supporter.

www.woodwarevt.com



PAGE 4 — Addison Independent • UNITED WAY • Thursday, October 27, 2022

282 Boardman St., Middlebury • 802-388-3608
www.hope-vt.org

Thank you, UWAC!

Helena Van Voorst,
Executive Director 
Hometown: Vergennes 
● My favorite thing about Addison 

County: The compassionate, generous, 
hard-working, community-minded 
people! 

● My very first job was: Cleaning 
rooms at Skyview Motel in Ferrisburgh 

● My UWAC coworkers would say 
my biggest office pet peeve is: Missing 
lunch 

● Cat person or dog person?: 
Although I love and have loved many 
dogs in my life, I  must confess that I am 
more of a cat person (mostly because if 
I don’t, my cat will make me pay) 

Steve Williams, Director of Finance 
Hometown: New Haven 
● My favorite thing about Addison 

County: The beautiful countryside 
● My very first job was: washing 

dishes at the Brandon Inn during early 
high school 

● My UWAC coworkers would 
say my biggest office pet peeve is: 
Listening to office conversations that 
end in “Sorry, Steve!” 

● Cat person or dog person?: I was 
born a cat person, as my three-legged 
tortoiseshell friend Ginger can attest 
to. However, a chihuahua pug named 
Pooka, who I visit periodically with her 
family 657 miles away, has turned me 
into both! 

Erin Reed, Development & 
Marketing Director 

Hometown: Addison 
● My favorite thing about Addison 

County: The community connections! 
Even if you’ve not lived here long 
(looking at you, Amy Hoekstra), it 
doesn’t take long to become part of the 
community. 

● My very first job was: working on 
a sheep farm 

● My UWAC coworkers would say 
my biggest office pet peeve is: having a 
brainstorming session take place on my 
whiteboard while I’m on vacation! 

● Cat person or dog person?: I must 
remain loyal to my energetic Aussie, 
Willoughby: D-O-G. 

Jesse Brooks, Director of Advocacy 
Hometown: Ferrisburgh 
● My favorite thing about Addison 

County: The history! It’s all around us. 
● My very first job was: Stockroom 

associate at JCPenney 
● My UWAC coworkers would say 

my biggest office pet peeve is: When I 
make a  mistake! The realist side of me 
knows that no one is perfect; the stickler 
side of me  demands that I try to be. 

● Cat person or dog person?: Both 
make me smile! 

Lee Bilson, Office Administrator 
Hometown: Bristol 
● My favorite thing about Addison 

County: What is not to love? 

● My very first job was: McDonald’s 
● My UWAC coworkers would say 

my biggest office pet peeve is: Plant 
care! All they need is water, light, and 
a little singing! 

● Cat person or dog person?: Dogs 
are the BOMB! Dogs rule; cats drool! 

Amy Hoekstra, Volunteer & Donor 
Engagement Coordinator 

Hometown: Middlebury 
● My favorite thing about Addison 

County: Experiencing all the different 
landscapes throughout different seasons. 

● My very first job was: Algebra 
tutor 

● My UWAC coworkers would say 
my biggest office pet peeve is: Having 
to answer “How do I get my iPhone 
to...?” 

● Cat person or dog person?: I 
refuse to choose. 

Celia Heath, Public Health & 
Advocacy Coordinator 

Hometown: Starksboro 
● My favorite thing about Addison 

County: It is home to my favorite 
people! 

● My very first job was: Lifeguard & 
Swim Instructor 

● My UWAC coworkers would say 
my biggest office pet peeve is: when 
the whole office is getting 7 South, but I 
brought my lunch to work. 

● Cat person or dog person?: Being 
a dog person is half of my personality. 

Meet the team from UWAC!
Helena Van Voorst Steve Williams Erin Reed Jesse Brooks Lee Bilson Amy Hoekstra

(See UWAC Staff, Page 5)
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We’re so thankful for all that
the United Way of Addison County

does for our students!

99 MAPLE STREET #18, MIDDLEBURY, VT   |  802-388-4392 

www.VTAdultLearning.org  |  addisoninfo@vtadultlearning.org

In-person and remote instruction * Earn your diploma
or GED * Learn English * College and Career Support

802.388.7189  |  UnitedWayAddisonCounty.org  |  info@unitedwayaddisoncounty.org
P.O Box 555  •  175 Wilson Rd, Suite 101 •  Middlebury, VT

Days of Caring connects
hundreds of volunteers

with dozens of nonprofits
for two days of hard
work, laughter, and

making a change in our
community.

Thank you to our 2022 Volunteers & Sponsors! 
Green Mountain Electromagnetics

Maple Landmark Woodcraft
The Oxford Company
Porter Medical Center

Texture Salon
WOKO - Hall Communications

Woodware

Sean Davison, Youth Coordinator 
Hometown: Bristol 
● My favorite thing about Addison 

County: I love being able to meet so 
many of the members of our community. 
I couldn’t live without the trails in my 
hometown, and our swimming holes are 
amazing in the summer too. 

● My very first job was: Walking 
dogs around town. 

● My UWAC coworkers would say 
my biggest office pet peeve is: Showing 
up for a meeting at the wrong location... 

● Cat person or dog person?: Dog 
person! 

Gina Lebeau, Youth Coordinator 
Hometown: Panton 
● My favorite thing about Addison 

County: Aside from Goodies Ice 
Cream, I love Addison County’s natural 
beauty. 

● My very first job was: Youth 
Coordinator at United Way of Addison 
County. 

● My UWAC coworkers would say 
my biggest office pet peeve is: As a new 
hire at UWAC, I have not discovered 
any pet peeves yet. 

● Cat person or dog person?: I’m 
a dog person all the way, specifically 
big lap dogs! They are just so cute and 
cuddly! 

Celia Heath Sean Davison Gina Lebeau

UWAC Staff
(Continued from Page 4)

John Fuller, Master Plumber  •  388-2019
Serving Addison County since 1989

Support our local agencies!
Contribute today to the United Way.

•

51 OSSIE ROAD, 
EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT 

MON. 7 AM–1 PM, 
TUES.–SAT. 7 AM–2 PM, 

SUN. CLOSED

14 COLLEGE ST.
MIDDLEBURY, VT

802-388-3371 
TUES.–SAT. 7AM–4PM

SUN. 8AM–2PM

PLEASE HELP WHERE AND WHEN 
YOU CAN. LET’S ALL DO OUR PART TO 

SUPPORT THE EFFORTS OF THE 
UNITED WAY OF ADDISON COUNTY!

802-989-7220 802-388-3371

We can all be Uniters!

OtterCreekBakery.com
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info@addisoncountypcc.org
addisoncountypcc.org

388-3171

The United Way helps to support the
Addison County Parent/Child Center’s Learning Together Program. 

The Learning Together Program is an intensive, twenty-eight hour per week 
training program which focuses on helping young people gain the job readiness and 
retention skills along with other skills that prepare participants to be successful in 
the work place, as parents, and in life. 

The program consists of six basic components, while representing a general 
framework, are balanced through a schedule that is individualized for each 
participant. Participants spend the bulk of their hours in Learning Together at an on-
the-job placement doing childcare, clerical work or food service at the Center. The 
focus is on learning how to get along with co-workers, how to take supervision, how 
to be reliable and dependable and able to avoid distractions while on the job.  

Parental Resilience:  We work with families in their homes, in community and 
in our Learning Together Program. Each family has an outreach worker who can 
support them in ways that the family is expressing as helpful.  Learning Together 
provides support through classes, groups, peer connections and counseling 
opportunities. Outreach workers offer families help with housing, transportation, 
medical appointments and financial help.  

 Social Connections:  Learning Together, which offers 28 hours per week of 
programming for parents and 
youth at risk of dropping out 
of school and/or becoming 
parents early. Participants 

are able to get and give peer support and receive professional supports while their 
children are in a therapeutic childcare setting.  

Knowledge of Parenting and Child Development:  We teach parenting weekly, 
as well as give individual supports to parents who are with us in childcare or in their 
homes. Parents spend time in childcare and learn strategies in the room, with their 
child.  

Concrete Support in Times of Need:  we have a family assistance fund where 
families can access up to $250 per year to help them through hard times, lessening 
stress in their lives.   We also provide supports such as food, clothing and help to 
find housing. 

Social and Emotional Competence of Children:  The core of Learning 
Together is that one third of the time a parent is in our program; they are in 
childcare with professional caregivers and their children.  We teach parenting 
through teaching child care job skills and focus on development and well-
being for children.  We focus on emotional regulation for children and other 
developmental and pro-social behaviors.  We have key phrases to help parents 
and children.  We focus on building the relationship between the parent and 
child.  Our therapeutic 
program works on the social 
and emotional well-being of 
infants and toddlers.  

UWAC’s Board of Directors approved 
the addition of two new organizations to its 
Community Impact Funding (CIF) partners 
in 2022: Addison County Relocalization 
Network (ACORN) and Prevent 
Child Abuse Vermont (PCAVT).

UWAC’s funding to ACORN 
will include $5,000 per year 
(for three years) to support their 
“Farmacy: Food as Medicine” 
programming. This “Prescription 
CSA” or “Food is Medicine” 
program addresses three major 
needs in Addison County: diet-
related illness, food insecurity 
and local farm viability.

UWAC’s funding to PCAVT 
will include $3,000 per year 
(for three years) to support the 
Nurturing Parent Program (NPP), 
a family-centered parenting 
program that was specifically 
designed for the prevention 
of abuse. The NPP has been 
proven to be effective in promoting positive 
protective factors and in decreasing the 
likelihood of child abuse and neglect.

Historically, UWAC has accepted CIF 
applications every winter in one of our 
three priority areas: health, education, and 
financial stability. Funding commitments 
are made for three years (dependent on the 
success of annual fundraising efforts) and 
focus each year on one of the three priority 

areas. A diverse team of dedicated Addison 
County citizens carefully review and 
evaluate applications and make program 
funding recommendations to UWAC’s 

Board of Directors. 
This year, UWAC accepted 

applications in the health priority 
area using a hybrid model; 
level funding their existing 
health partners and accepting 
applications from new-to- 
UWAC organizations addressing 
health challenges in Addison 
County. In total, $117,460 in 
funds will be distributed to 14 
health partners (and $336,857 to 
all 31 partners) in 2022 thanks 
to the generous support of the 
community. 

“UWAC’s ability to increase 
our financial investment in 
the community in the midst of 
an ongoing pandemic speaks 
volumes about the people who 

live and work here,” said Executive Director 
Helena Van Voorst. “As the needs of the 
community have grown in number and scale 
over the past 2.5 years, the community’s 
support of UWAC has grown with them. 
Our Board, staff, volunteers, nonprofit 
partners, and donors are strongly united in 
our fight to improve lives and strengthen 
the community - and that has made all the 
difference.”

Two new CIF 
partners join UWAC

“UWAC’s 
ability to 
increase our 
financial 
investment in 
the community 
in the midst 
of an ongoing 
pandemic 
speaks 
volumes about 
the people 
who live and 
work here.” 

— Executive 
Director Helena 

Van Voorst
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For years, we have provided Addison 
County with a robust volunteer center to 
strengthen community ties and broaden 
a network of support for our community. 
Thanks to our generous donors, UWAC 
has secured and increased funding to 
ensure the sustainability of the high- 
quality services local organizations 

Ken Stockman, President 
Bruce Grove, Vice President 
Logan Price, Treasurer
Nial Rele, Secretary 
Bruce Bayliss, Member-at-Large 
Sylvia Choiniere
Maria Collette

Ann Crumb 
Jon Crystal 
Janet Franklin
Bill LaDue 
Laura Mack
Mark Peluso
Shane Whaley

Together we can do more

Give. Advocate. Volunteer.
United Way of Addison County’s 

advocacy focus creates and frames 
a strategic policy agenda. We aim 
to improve every person’s health, 
education, and financial stability in 
Addison County by improving public 
policy and systems that support local 
services and efforts. 

Our Policy 
Guidelines:

We are committed to achieving a 
more comprehensive approach that 
invests needed resources in education, 
childcare, healthcare, affordable housing, 
job training, and other programs and 
services that promote social determinants 
of health to build safer and more vibrant 
communities. 

Our Guiding Principles
As we evaluate policy proposals and 

legislation, we specifically examine the 
extent to which they:

● Decrease disparities and promote 
equity

● Include funding needed to implement 
and achieve desired outcomes fully

● Are championed by advocates 
with lived experience or who are from 
impacted communities

● Align with UWAC’s community 
impact work and investments • Provide 
long-term bipartisan solutions 

In the fall of 2021, we interviewed 19 
funded partners and three neighboring 
United Ways as part of a three-month 
listening tour. Our learnings included:

● A better understanding of our 
partners’ advocacy efforts and goals

● Real-time information to create a 
policy priority agenda at UWAC

● Expanded knowledge of policy and 
legislative efforts in Addison County and 
across Vermont

● Strengthened relationships with 
funded partners and legislators

● Increased collaboration with 
neighboring United Ways

provide. Moreover, during times of crisis, 
additional emergency funding was made 
available. However, there is more we can 
do for Addison County. This year we were 
pleased to announce our commitment to 
advancing our impact through advocacy. 

Advocacy is not new to United Way. It 
is part of our three calls to action: 

2022 UWAC Board of Directors
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How do you age well?

For over 40 years, we have provided Vermonters 60+ 
with the necessary support to manage their daily living 
needs, with the goal of keeping them active, healthy, 
and independent.

Our wide array of programs can enhance your quality 
of life and peace of mind.

• Helpline: Information & Assistance • Medicare Counseling & Training

• Meals on Wheels & Community Meals • Care & Service Coordination

• Restaurant Ticket Program • Transportation

• Tai Chi & Wellness Offerings • Volunteer Opportunities

agewellvt.org     |     Helpline: 1-800-642-5119

United Way of Addison County has 
been the recipient of both State and 
Federal substance use prevention grants 
since 2016. Since that time, we’ve 
been working with community leaders 
to decrease risk factors that lead to 
an increased likelihood of adolescent 
substance use and increase protective 
factors that make it easy for local youth 
to make healthy choices. Below are our 
investments in the community as a result 
of those grant dollars.

Celebrate Safely is a campaign to 
prevent and reduce underage drinking 
and youth substance use during high risk 
times like prom and graduation

Youth Risk Behavior Survey and 
Parent Survey on Youth Substance Use 
are conducted to inform and improve 
substance misuse prevention programs 

for Addison County youth and families
Getting to Y allows students to bring 

meaning to their own Youth Risk Behavior 
Survey data through youth leadership, 
partnerships with adults, participatory 
action research, and peer and community 
engagement

Family Fun Kits, filled with activities 
that encourage healthy family time, 
were distributed to libraries throughout 
Addison County

“Spread the Love” campaign took 
place in the three Addison County high 
schools during National Prevention Week, 
bringing awareness to youth substance 
misuse

Professional Development 
opportunities are offered at no cost to 
community partners, increasing Addison 
County’s capacity to support youth.

Federal grant dollars at work

Porter Medical Center employees, above, take a break from their Days 
of Caring work last month, while, below, two players on the Middlebury 
College women’s basketball team organize some reference material at 
Bixby Library on the same day. Each September, United Way of Addison 
County connects hundreds of volunteers like these with dozens of 
nonprofits for two days of hard work, laughter and making a change in our 
community. It’s a great way for individuals to deepen their understanding 
of local human service needs.

70 Court Street, Middlebury, VT  |  802-989-7522
ChamplainValleyProperty.net

Champlain Valley Properties 
appreciates all the good work done by 
United Way of Addison County and is 

happy to be supportive of this Agency!
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Telecommunications Sales & Service 
Data Cabling & Fiber Optics

Stay Involved. Stay Connected.

John & Jim Fitzgerald             802-388-8999

Vouchers,” and suggested guidelines that 
support healthy youth development are just 
a few parts of the model we are looking to 
replicate.  

“We live in a world today where it 
sometimes feels impossible to tackle big 
issues like substance misuse,” said Amy 
Chesley, PEEPS Coalition Member. “The 
Icelandic Prevention Model taught us 
concrete ways through evidence-based 
findings that the needle can be moved. 
When the collaboration of schools, parents, 
kids, and government come together for a 
common cause, prevention is possible!”

As part of our 
ongoing efforts 
to reduce youth 
substance misuse 
in Addison 
County, UWAC 
is committed to 
using the Icelandic 
Prevention Model 
to further invest in 
our community’s 
overall health, 
education, and 
financial stability. 
We will conduct 
an in-person 
tour to share and 
discuss the model 
with towns and 
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s 
across our county. 
Stay tuned for tour 
dates and much 
more! 

Attending the 
2022 Planet Youth 
Conference: Ryan 
Cornellier, Mt. 
Abraham Union 
High School, Sean Davison, United Way of 
Addison County, and Mt. Abraham Union 
High School; Celia Heath, United Way of 
Addison County; Amy Johnston, Robinson 
Elementary School of Starksboro; Jesse 
Brooks, United Way of Addison County; 
Amy Chesley, PEEPS Coalition Member, 
and Mt. Abraham Unified School District; 
Brooke Jette, Middlebury Union High 
School; Sylvie Choiniere, BluePrint for 
Health at Porter Medical Center.

Healthy youth
(Continued from Page 3)

Your support of United Way of Addison County is an investment that impacts the 
entire community. Here is a snapshot:

49,364 patients visits by Addison County Home Health & Hospice staff

12,350 new books mailed to children (from birth to age 5) from Addison County
Readers

Leased up 37 apartments at Addison County Community Trust

41,498 meals served to seniors by Age Well’s Meals on Wheels program

2,000 individuals served by Addison County Parent Child Center

280 people received shelter, housing, and/or services like food, transportation, 
therapeutic services and more from John Graham Housing Services

4,028 visits from 223 teens at The Bristol Hub

2,409 individuals utilized food programs at HOPE (Helping Overcome Poverty’s 
Effects)

513 individuals received direct services including safety planning, support groups, 
emergency and transitional housing, legal support, and more from WomenSafe

1,315 patients served (including 526 Latino migrant workers, 121 H-2A temporary 
agricultural workers, and 5 H-2B temporary non-agricultural workers) by Open Door 
Clinic

53 students served by Vermont Adult Learning’s College & Career Readiness 
program

7,510 bednights to persons in need at Charter House Coalition’s emergency shelter

Making an Impact

“The Icelandic 
Prevention 
Model taught 
us concrete 
ways through 
evidence-
based findings 
that the needle 
can be moved. 
When the 
collaboration 
of schools, 
parents, 
kids, and 
government 
come together 
for a common 
cause, 
prevention is 
possible!”

—  Amy Chesley, 
PEEPS Coalition 

Member

54A Creek Rd. PO Box 405
Middlebury, VT 05753  •  (802) 388-4249

turningpointaddisonvt.org
doxy.me/tpcac

peer guided enhancement of recovery
Providing peer-based recovery support to all; we 

seek to enhance the spiritual, mental, physical, 
and social growth of our community affected by 

substance use disorders and addictive behaviors. 

cultivating hope, support and success
We focus on cultivating hope, support, and success 

for all people affected by the challenges of 
substance use disorders and addictive behaviors. 

We envision a future where stigma and stereotypes 
are overcome by an empowered community.
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United Way of Addison County fosters 
community service in all community 
members, but especially in our youth. 
In that spirit, we are pleased to honor 
local high school seniors through our 
“LIVE UNITED” Volunteer 
Scholarship Award. On behalf 
of a generous donor, three 
students are chosen annually 
for the “LIVE UNITED” 
Volunteer Scholarship Award, 
recognizing students who 
volunteer in their community 
and who are interested in 
advancing their education. 
This award comes with a 
$1,000 cash award for each 
student, to be used for post-
graduation education (college, 
trade school, Adult Education, 
etc.). Congratulations to the 
2022 scholarship recipients!

Anna Doucet of Bristol 
began regularly volunteering 
with Open Door Clinic 
(ODC) in early 2021 with 
the outreach program, which 
visits Addison County farms 
to provide vaccines and health 
screenings to agricultural 
workers. A supervisor at 
ODC says that Anna sees the 
big picture of community, culture, and 
kindness which is impressive. Anna is a 
2022 Mt. Abraham Union High School 
graduate and will attend Middlebury 
College to major in International Affairs 

in the fall. 
Viviana Hammond of Middlebury has 

been a member of the Middlebury Union 
High School chapter of Best Buddies 
throughout her high school career. 

Viviana’s volunteer efforts 
have led to a more inclusive 
school, positively impacting 
all our members and the 
surrounding community 
as a whole. Viviana’s staff 
advisor says that Viviana 
demonstrates “Live United” 
even when it may not be a 
popular stance with her peers. 
Viviana will major in Marine 
Biology at Duke University 
this fall. 

Leaf Reiderer of 
Granville has volunteered 
with WomenSafe since 
his sophomore year at 
Middlebury Union High 
School, helping to make 
concrete changes in how our 
schools and communities 
worked around Rape 
Prevention Education (RPE) 
and equality. A WomenSafe 
educator said that Leaf’s 
work with WomenSafe has 
opened so many doors for 

teens in Addison County to get the 
education and support they need to live 
healthier, safer lives. This fall, Leaf will 
attend St. Michael’s College to major in 
Biology and Environmental Science.

Anna Doucet Leaf ReidererViviana Hammond

On behalf of 
a generous 
donor, three 
students 
are chosen 
annually for 
the “LIVE 
UNITED” 
Volunteer 
Scholarship 
Award, 
recognizing 
students who 
volunteer 
in their 
community 
and who are 
interested in 
advancing 
their 
education. 

Teams of volunteers came together for two days last month to provide 
truly hands-on work to area non-profits during the United Way of Addison 
County’s Days of Caring. This annual tradition not only helps the community 
it can be perfect team-building opportunity for families, coworkers, teams 
and clubs. It’s also a chance for individuals to find a cause they care about, 
roll up their sleeves, and get to work making a difference. Shown here make 
a difference are, above, the Middlebury College women’s lacrosse team at  
Ilsley Library, and, below, Oxford Rug Hooking employees pitching in with 
some badly needed cosmetic work.

33 Seymour Street, Middlebury, VT • 802-388-7620 
www.countytirecenter.com • info@countytirecenter.com

8am to 5 pm • Closed Saturday and Sunday

Supporting
Our Community
As The Oldest Locally 
Owned & Operated

Automotive and Tire Shop 
in Addison County

for 40 Years!

Teen volunteers recognized 
with scholarships
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 91 Main Street  |  Middlebury, VT
388-2811

Monday • Wednesday • Friday 8am-5:30pm 
Tuesday • Thursday 8am-8pm

Proudly supporting the 

VOLUNTEERS
of

UNITED WAY
and all the work they do

for our community. 

www.middleburyeye.com

The United Way of Addison County staff took a break from the 0.5K race event for a group photo. Pictured are, front row, from left: Steve Williams (Director 
of Finance), Jesse Brooks (Director of Advocacy), Celia Heath (Public Health & Advocacy Coordinator); and back row, from left, Amy Hoekstra (Volunteer & 
Donor Engagement Coordinator), Lee Bilson (Office Manager), Erin Reed (Development & Marketing Director), Helena Van Voorst (Executive Director).
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ACROSS
1. Unhappy

 4. Clairvoyance
 7. One who works 
under you
12. What happens 
there stays there
15. Not ingested
16. Got the picture
18. One thousandth of 
a gram
19. Breakfast item
20. About
21. Tall deciduous 
trees
24. Safe keeping 
receipt
27. Cowardly
30. Pueblo people of 
New Mexico
31. Herring-like fi sh
33. A very large body 
of water

34. Angle (abbr.)
35. Spiritual leader of a 
Jewish congregation
37. White clergical 
vestment
39. Cool!
41. Matchstick games
42. Thick piece of 
something
44. A state that 
precedes vomiting
47. Burned item 
residue
48. Jaguarundi
49. Anno Domini (in the 
year of Our Lord)
50. The home of “60 
Minutes”
52. Dorm offi  cial
53. Give cards 
incorrectly
56. One who is 
learning the job

61. Popular R.L. 
Stevenson novel
63. Attentively
64. CNN’s founder
65. Criticize

DOWN
 1. Fijian capital
 2. Assist
 3. Elected lord in 
Venice
 4. The capacity of a 
physical system to do 
work
 5. People of the wild
 6. Parent-teacher 
groups
 7. Midway between 
south and southeast
 8. Moved quickly on 
foot
 9. Handheld Nintendo 
console

Sudoku
Each Sudoku puzzle 
consists of a 9x9 
grid that has been 
subdivided into nine 
smaller grids of 3x3 
squares. To solve 
the puzzle each row, 
column and box must 
contain each of the 
numbers 1 to 9. Puzzles 
come in three grades: 
easy, medium and 
diffi  cult. 

Level: Medium

This week’s puzzle solutions can be found on Page 14.

10. “Top of the Stairs” 
playwright
11. Electronic data 
processing
12. “Dog Day 
Afternoon” director
13. Leaned
14. About aviation
17. Mountain is a 
popular type
22. Lake along 
Zambia and Congo 
border
23. Heroic tales
24. Soviet Socialist 
Republic

25. “Star Trek” villain
26. Hand gesture 
popular on social 
media
28. Renters have one
29. Tubular steel 
column
32. Database 
management system
36. Similar
38. Providing no 
shelter or sustenance
40. Death
43. What a sheep did
44. Midcentury Asian 
battleground

45. Horizontal 
passage into a mine
46. Mortifi ed
51. Improper word
54. No seats available
55. Financial 
obligation
56. It can be hot or 
iced
57. Tough outer skin 
of a fruit
58. __ Spumante 
(Italian wine)
59. Misfortunes
60. Negative
62. Camper

52 Main St
Middlebury, VT 05753
(802) 989-7225

Tuesday-Saturday
10:30 AM - 5:30 PM

info@sparrowartsupply.com
sparrowartsupply.com
@sparrowartsupply

We are looking to “deck the gallery” with all things 
gifts - art, jewelry, knitwear, prints and posters, and 
more. Entries will be reviewed in four categories - 

Artwork, Stationary and Paper Goods, Gift Items, and 
Ornaments - and artists are welcome to submit to 

as many categories as they like!

SUBMIT YOUR ART, 
CRAFTS, AND MORE TO 

OUR HOLIDAY MARKET!

Fill out our application at sparrowartsupply.com

DEADLINE TO ENTER: NOVEMBER 8, 2022

CALL TO ARTISTS, 
MAKERS AND CRAFTERS

ENTER BY NOVEMBER 8

s p o n s o r e d  byPuzzlesPuzzles
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T
Each October the delightful fountain-shaped Bush Clover outside Judith’s greenhouse becomes covered with delicate pink fl owers . PHOTO / DICK CONRAD

JUDITH IRVENBY

DICK CONRAD 
& DAN SHEA

WITH PHOTOS BY

AND ‘AU REVOIR’ TO OUR GARDENS
FAREWELL TO AUTUMN

his autumn has surely been 
one of the most beautiful I can 
remember since Dick and I 
made our home in Goshen — 
over 25 years ago.

By mid-September, at the 
higher elevations where we live, 

the maples 
had already 
become 
an ever-
changing 
kaleidoscope 
of colors — 

from buttery yellows to fi ery reds.And this magic 
continued for almost a month — until recent rains 
caused most of the leaves to fl utter gently to the 
ground. Meanwhile, at lower elevations, the show 
started — but also ended — a week or so later, 
thus extending this very special season.

And even now I am still delighting in the yellow 
beeches which line the forest road that runs 
between Goshen and Ripton. Even in deep winter 
many beeches retain their leaves, gradually 
changing from yellow to brown.

Our October gardens are also fi lled with beauty 
— both giving us special pleasure during this 
season of change, as well as creating fond 
memories to cherish until the fi rst fl owers of 
spring push up through the cold earth. 

I love the way the autumn sun — now riding low 
in the sky — illuminates the fi ery red blueberry 
bushes in our central bed. 

And the seedheads of many perennials and 
grasses create a beautiful encore performance 
after their fl owers have faded. 

Autumn is also a time for renewal in our gardens 
— anything from spreading a little compost to 
nourish next year’s vegetable garden to sharing 
some special plants with fellow gardeners.

Here are some of the special delights my garden 
off ers me at this time of year.

‘SEASON OF MISTS AND MELLOW 
FRUITFULNESS’ 
John Keats wrote his beloved poem “To Autumn” 
over 200 years ago and in England — but it still 
rings true in today’s New England.

And indeed mellow fruitfulness and ripening fruit 
are very much a part of our October gardens. 

By now, the third week of October, our crab 
apple trees have lost of their leaves — thus 
revealing beautiful fruit that is a favorite for 
various birds. One year we were delighted to see 
several turkeys, perched high up in the small 
crab apple tree near our pond, extending their 
necks to snag some fruit.

And the hips on the native Smooth Rose (Rosa 
blanda) which grows spontaneously in our outer 
hedgerow, are also fully ripe — and another bird 
favorite.

Many of us may grow Winterberries (Ilex 
verticillata) in our gardens. Winterberries are 
related to the familiar evergreen holly (the kind 
with curly leaves and red berries). However, 
unlike the evergreen hollies, our native 
winterberry bushes drop their leaves in the fall, 
leaving elegant bare branches and colorful red 
fruit that looks stunning against the snow. 

However, you need to remember that 
winterberries (like their holly relatives) are 

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE
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dioecious, meaning the male and female flowers 
grow on separate plants. Thus, for the female 
plant to produce berries, you need a nearby 
male for pollination.

And — to add to the complexity — not all 
winterberry varieties bloom at the same time. So, 
to get those nice red berries, you must choose 
a male variety that flowers at the same time as 
your female plants — as I like to say — you need 
‘the right male’!

For instance “Winter Red” is a popular female 
variety that produces plenty of attractive berries. 
But, to get your “Winter Red” plants pollinated, 
you need a “compatible male” variety, typically 
“Southern Gentleman,” near at hand. Check with 
the nursery to find which males are compatible 
with the particular female cultivars you are 
buying.

Many years ago now I planted six winterberry 
bushes in an L-shaped bed to outline the corner 
of our driveway. And on a snowy morning I enjoy 
nothing more than sitting indoors — a cup of tea 
in hand — enjoying the sight of those graceful 
bushes with their red fruit glistening in the snow.

However, just before they depart for the winter, 
robins also love guzzling winterberry fruit. 
Indeed, as I have found out more than once — to 
my chagrin — a determined crowd of robins can 
strip the bushes bare in a mere matter of days. 
Thus one of my fall rituals is to keep a very close 
eye on my prized winterberries — and be ready 
to run outside at a moment’s notice to chase 
those greedy robins away.

I am also still harvesting plenty of luscious red 
raspberries, which are delicious cooked with 
apples, also in season right now. 

Most of my raspberries are the so-called “ever-
bearing” kind which should be cut back — almost 
to the ground — in the early spring. Then they 
sprout new canes that will bear fruit in the same 
year.

I actually have two varieties of ever-bearing 
raspberries — in separate areas of my veggie 
garden — which ripen at slightly different times. 
The earlier variety has mostly run its course, 
while the second is still in full swing. As a result 
I have lots of containers of cooked raspberries 
and apples tucked away in my freezer which we 
will enjoy during the coming winter.

I admit that both birds and chipmunks also 
like raspberries — but so far there seems to be 
enough fruit to satisfy all of us.

SHRUBS THAT SHINE IN OCTOBER
Everyone loves the ubiquitous woody or “panicle” 
hydrangeas (Hydrangea paniculata) which 
are the mainstay of fall gardens everywhere. 
Typically this type of hydrangea is grown as 
multi-stemmed shrubs, but are often also 

available as small single-stemmed trees.

Either way, the branches of woody hydrangeas all 
terminate in huge panicles — loosely branching 
clusters of flowers. Typically these flower clusters 
are creamy white during the summer months and 
then, as fall approaches, gradually turn dusky 
pink.

In response to our love affair with panicle 
hydrangeas, plant hybridizers have developed a 
dizzying array of “cultivars” (cultivated varieties) 
with mature sizes ranging from a couple of feet 
tall to over ten feet high and wide.

The various cultivars also offer plenty of color 
variations to choose between — from “Pinky-
winky” with panicles that are predominately 
pink with white tips, to the “Limelight” which has 
creamy white flowers with hints of green.

My personal favorite is “Pink Diamond,” a shrub 
which grows to about 10 feet high and wide, with 
rounded panicles that start turning pink in early 
August.

But — as always — before heading to your local 
nursery, I recommend checking on the internet 
to see what varieties appeal to you and also will 
fit in the space you have available. 

Several other shrubs also look great at this time 
of year, including those high-bush blueberries I 
mentioned earlier, as well the several dark leaved 
Ninebarks (Physocarpus opulifolius).I am especially 
fond of “Summer Wine,” a mid-sized cultivar, 
which looks nice behind the slightly smaller 
yellow tinted ninebark called “Lemon Candy.”

This fall I am also noticing the delightful long-
lasting display of reddish leaves on a grouping of 
Fritsch’s spireas (Spiraea fritschiana).These spireas 
from Asia grow about 30 inches high and produce 
pleasant pink flowers in June — after which I tend 
to forget all about them. But, with this year’s long 
leisurely fall, they are have had a second showing. 
I find there are always new things to see and enjoy 
in my garden.

SOME PERENNIALS NEVER QUIT!
And yes, even in October, perennial flowers and 
grasses still grace our gardens.

For instance, I am delighted to have two different 
species of Blue Star (Amsonia) in my garden. 
Both start out the season with pleasant — if 
somewhat unremarkable — blue flowers. But, 
come October, as their leaves gradually turn a 

A good friend Dan Shea visited Judith’s Goshen garden recently. He captured this fall road scene. PHOTO / DAN SHEA

This Geranium Rozanne offers a brilliant purple in the 
fall foliage of Judith’s garden.. PHOTO / DAN SHEA

SEE GARDEN ON PAGE 16
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Are you looking for your slice of Vermont, close to Middlebury with gorgeous 
views of the Green Mountains? Then come and see this Mid-Century Modern 
Contemporary in Cornwall.  Do you have a vision? This house has a bit of Frank 
Lloyd Wright from the outside and large living areas on the inside including an in-
law apartment. Restore the “Beauty Queen” cabinets for a retro look or choose your 
own design. Sit in the large glassed-in great room or out on the deck and admire 
the view. There is so much potential in this home. Great one-level living for a couple 
or a family. This home could be yours — don’t wait!

687 VT RTE 30 CORNWALL

A LOOK INSIDE ADDISON COUNTY HOMES FOR SALE

Mid-Century home with a view in Cornwall

$399,900

This week’s property is managed by RE/MAX 
North Professionals, The Gridley Group, in 
Middlebury. More info at midvthomes.com.
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alloween 
may be 
great fun 
for those of 
us who like 
to dress 
up and 
party, but 

most pets do not share that 
enthusiasm. The doorbell is 
ringing often, there are loud 
children, an abundance of 
off  limits (to the pet) tasty 
candy, and scary looking 
costumes — all of which can 
present problems for our 
pets. It’s important to keep 
your pet’s wellness and 
safety in mind while planning 
for the holiday.

While you may think it is fun 
to dress up your pet, the 
vast majority of pets that are 
subjected to costumes do 
not agree. Cats, particularly, 
will not hesitate to let you 
know — often using their 
claws as emphasis — that 
they do not appreciate a 
costume. There are a few 
important things to keep in 
mind if you choose to dress 
up your pet. Make sure that 
any costume is loose and 
avoid tight elastic, which 
can cause swelling and 
pain. Tight elastic can also 
grab too much hair and be 
painful. Do not use paint on 
an animal and remember 
some dogs will try to eat 
parts of their costumes, so 
watch them closely.

If you are taking your dog 
out trick-or-treating, use 
a refl ective vest or collar 
and a secure leash or 
harness. Other dogs and 
kids will likely be wound up 
with excitement, and that 
coupled with potentially 
scary costumes can cause 
your pet to be territorial 
or fearful, resulting in a 
bite. If you suspect that 
your dog doesn’t have the 
temperament for this, leave 
your dog at home.

Pets left at home can be 
frightened by the bustle of 

the night and can bolt out 
the door, getting lost or 
being hit by a car. It’s best 
to keep dogs and cats in a 
closed room for their own 
safety. If your dog is one that 
goes berserk every time 
the doorbell rings, or if it 
is prone to stress induced 
gastrointestinal upset, talk 
to your veterinarian about 
a sedative well before the 
holiday. Sadly, there is a 
signifi cant spike in cruelty to 
black cats on Halloween: so 
much so that many shelters 

will not adopt them out 
in the weeks preceding. 
So even if your black or 
other cat is used to being 
outside, keep them inside. 
Poisoning is a real concern 
on Halloween. While 
chocolate is the main culprit, 
be aware that xylitol (a sugar 
substitute) present in many 
candies and gums is as well. 
It does not take much of 
these two to make your dog 
extremely sick and in some 
cases, death can result. 
Raisins, believe it or not, 
can be extremely toxic to 

H
PETS IN NEED
HOMEWARD BOUND
Addison County’s Humane Society

Call or check our website.
We may have a pet for you.

802-388-1100 | HomewardBoundAnimals.org
236 Boardman Street | Middlebury, VT

Cattle is an adorable 3-year-old with big 
cheeks and big feet! He loves all things food 
and rolling all over his catnip. Cattle likes to 
play with feathers and would make a good 
indoor/outdoor cat since he was found as a 
stray. He is very affectionate and loves to be 
pet, but he can get overstimulated and may 
nibble. He gets along with cats, but he is 
afraid of dogs.

Chow-Chow is a 4-year-old guy who is 
an absolute heart stealer. He is super 
affectionate and loves to eat. Chow-Chow 
likes to perch on cat trees and jump in your 
lap for a cuddle session. He gets along well 
with all cats but we are unsure of dogs.

Grath is a tall, handsome 2-year-old 
with a lot of love to give. He likes to 
reach out his paw to gently ask for 
affection and he loves to cuddle. Grath 
gets little spurts of energy where he 
clumsily chases and bats a toy around. 
He gets along with cats, but he is 
unsure and a little scared of dogs.

Hoppy is a sweet little 1-year-old 
guy. He is great for cuddles and loves 
affection. Hoppy loves treats and food. 
He plays tug of war with wand toys 
and gets aggressive with them by 
growling and hissing while the toy is in 
his mouth. Hoppy gets along with other 
cats but does not like dogs.

Samo is an attention-starved 2-year-
old. He greets everyone with a hiss 
and puffy tail but quickly apologizes by 
loving up on you. Samo loves treats 
and Friskies wet food. He gets along 
with other cats but is afraid of dogs.

Statey is an energetic and super 
friendly 1-year-old guy. He is attention-
needy and will give you hugs and 
kisses! Statey would be a great mouser 
and an indoor/outdoor life would suit 
him best as he likes to door dart. He 
does not get along with cats or dogs 
but he loves all people.

Halloween can be scary for pets

Proud to help you provide quality care for all of your pets,
we know your animal companions are a central part of your life! 

PET FOOD
Quality Brands Including:

ASK ABOUT OURPet Food ClubEarn rewards for your purchases!

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
338 Exchange Street, Middlebury

388-4937 • www.MiddleburyAgway.com
Mon - Fri 8-6 • Sat 8-5 • Sundays 9-4

Open 
7 days

Join our email list
 for preferred

customer savings!

TOYS &
TREATS

SELF SERVEAccessories
 & Grooming 

Supplies
Leashes • Harnesses 
Collars • Clothing 

Food Dishes 
Storage Bins 

 Beds & Baskets
Brushes, shampoos, skin treatment, ointments to keep your

pets’ coats healthy and problem free!
Kennels, Dog Houses & Carrying Cases
Come in and check the variety we have in stock!

   Large & Small Animal Products
    • Feed • Supplements • Training & Grooming Supplies
    • Cages, Foods, Treats & Bedding 
    • Bird food, toys and cages
    • Basics for fish, too!

Everything you need for pet support!

Feeders,
 Seed & Suet, 

Houses & 
Accessories.

Wild Bird 
Supplies

YOUR YARD, GARDEN AND PET PLACE™   •  www.middleburyagway.com

Think of Agway when you think of your pets!

BY M. KATHLEEN SHAW
DMV

SEE PET ON PAGE 15
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WALLACE REALTY
48 Mountain Terrace

Bristol, VT 05443
PH 802-453-4670 • FAX 802-453-5898

Visit our websites at:
www.wallacere.com

www.greenbuiltvermont.com

Please call Kelly, Claire, or Tom

EQUAL 
HOUSING  
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 as amended 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons receiving 
public assistance, or an intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will not  knowingly 
accept any advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of discrimination, call 
HUD Toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.

nbmvt.com • 1-877-508-8455 
Bank NMLS #403372

Make the dream of home ownership a reality. 
We can help. Contact us today or apply online.
Beth Buckman | Community Lender | NMLS #41062

Email Christy to fi nd out how. Christy@addisonindependent.com

Add your piece! Add your piece! Be the next sponsor of the puzzle page.

s o l u t i o n s Oct. 27, 2022

Puzzle
Christy@addisonindependent.com

Be the next sponsor of the puzzle page.

Oct. 27, 2022

PuzzlePuzzle

estate
real

Fall is a great time to buy or sell a property! 
Let our real estate section do the work, 

so you can get cozy before the snow fl ies.

Give us a call and we’ll help you connect with 
Addison County homebuyers, sellers & professionals.

ads@addisonindependent.com
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PET
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Your Forever Realtors, Building Relationships One Home at a Time!

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Vermont Realty Group 

32 Merchants Row, Middlebury, VT  
802-388-9836  •  www.vtregroup.com

WEYBRIDGE MLS: 4933738 $225,000
Two Building Lots In Wonderful Weybridge! These two separately deeded 
lots are each ideal for a 3 bedroom house. It’s a private location, yet only 
minutes into Middlebury. Buy now and be ready to build in the spring!

BRANDON MLS: 4932807 $295,000
This charming single family home has plenty of space. The first floor has an 
office, a sunny living room, and an extra large kitchen with a porch. The second 
story has a primary suite, two bedrooms, and a full bath.

SUE WALSH
CELL PHONE: (802) 989-3435

EMAIL: SUEWALSH@VTREGROUP.COM

We would like to welcome experienced agent Sue Walsh 
to the Middlebury office. Sue comes to us from the BHHS 
Vergennes office and has been in the real estate business for 
many years.

“UNDER ALL IS THE LAND”

“Buy LAND – They’re not making it anymore.”  
– Mark Twain

OUTDOOR 
ENTHUSIASTS will 
appreciate this Edge of 
Wilderness, 10-acre end-
of-the-road parcel.  The 
generally level terrain 
borders the National 
Forest. The owner brags 
about the excellent 
hunting and trout caught 
from the parcel’s brook. A 
view from the proposed 
private house site nearby 
utility service. Only minutes 
from Brandon services. 
A rare combination of 
features. Asking $128,000. 

802-770-0380
landtrade@aol.com

ROCK CLIMBERS TAKE 
NOTICE: This 2-acre 
parcel at the end of a 
town road o� ers a level 
building site at the base 
of a 120-foot vertical 
cli� ! A future house 
would have a one-
of-a-kind view of the 
cli�  and the monster 
boulders at its base. The 
woody setting o� ers 
privacy from neighbors; 
soil tested for septic 
system. Convenient to 
Brandon village. Truly 
unique!  $49,000

TERRIFIC CENTRAL 
LOCATION to Rutland, 
Killington & National 
Forest is a feature of 
this 9-acre Chittenden 
lot. Secluded home 
site; soils tested; 
may be subdivided. 
$89,500. 

VT COUNTRY SALES & CONSULTING SERVICES
Rural Property, Land Use, & Permitting My Specialty

Wallingford, VT

dogs. The toxin within them 
hasn’t been identifi ed, but 
ingestion of even very small 
amounts can be serious. Do 
not become complacent 
and assume that because 
your dog has never before 
gotten into Halloween candy 
that it never will. There is a 
fi rst time for everything, and 
these particular toxins can 
be life threatening.

Dogs particularly can eat 
enough candy in a short 
time to send them to the 
ER so remind your kids not 
to share their other sweets 
with the pets, either, as it 
can cause gastrointestinal 
problems or even 
pancreatitis in pets. The 
cellophane, foil, sticks, and 
other candy wrappers can 
cause intestinal blockage. 
The ASPCE Poison Control 

also reports an extremely 
high incidence of pets 
ingesting batteries around 
Halloween, which can be 
toxic.

Decorations pose a threat, 
too. Cats often like to chew 
on glow sticks and jewelry. 
While usually not life-
threatening, the chemicals 
in the glow sticks can 
cause mouth pain, irritation, 
drooling, and foaming. Long 
necklaces and decorations 
such as fake cobwebs can 
cause intestinal upset or 
blockage if ingested. Jack-
o-lanterns can tip over 
and burn your excited pets 
resulting in burns or even 
the pet’s fur catching fi re.

The vast majority of these 
Halloween precautions 
are preventable and if 
you suspect your pet has 
ingested something it 
shouldn’t have, call your 
veterinarian or the ASPCA 
Animal Poison Control 
Center, which is open 24 
hours a day, 365 days a 

year toll free 888-426-4435. 
While a consultation fee 
may apply, it is well worth 
it to potentially save your 

pet’s life and for your peace 
of mind. Have a happy and 
SAFE Halloween!

Editor’s note: This story 
was provided by the 
Vermont Veterinary Medical 
Association.
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ipjrealestate.com
34 Main Street, downtown Middlebury

info@ipjrealestate.com  |  802.388.4242

LINCOLN | 1121 COLBY HILL
NEW LISTING &
UNDER CONTRACT in 6 days!
MLS #4933742 | $595,000
2 BD | 1.5 BA | 1495 SF | 26.60 AC

Post and beam tucked away in the 
gorgeous hills of Lincoln—a private 
oasis with views, trails, and serenity. 
Residence, workshop and barn, 
just 10 minutes to Bristol village! In 
the open concept home you’ll fi nd 
wood fl oors throughout, Jotul and 
soapstone woodstoves, primary 
bedroom with fi replace and two 
walk-in closets, and a great loft 
space. Insulated workshop offers 
possibilities, with power and heat. 
Snowshoe, ski, hike and mountain 
bike on the trails out your back door!

Th ese three homes were under 
contract each in less than 
3 weeks and with multiple 
off ers. When your home is 
prepared properly and priced 
well, this is what you should 
expect in the current market. 

Inventory is at an all time low, 
prices remain favorable for 
sellers, and buyers are waiting 
in the wings.

Are you considering 
selling your home? Let 
us help you navigate the 
process. Call us today!

MIDDLEBURY, listed on 9/10/22 
for 295K and under contract 
in 6 days!

NEW HAVEN, listed on 9/2/22 for 
1.1M and under contract in 21 
days!

gorgeous yellow, they 
really standout.

Arkansas Blue Star 
(Amsonia hubrichtii) has 
soft feathery-looking 
leaves and, although 
it may wander a bit, is 

my favorite. By contrast, the Eastern Blue Star (Amsonia 
tabernaemontana), with larger leaves, is now an eye-
catching yellow mass.

And even now, in the third week of October those 
amazing Rozanne Geraniums with the lovely periwinkle 
blue flowers, are still flowering in my garden. Since they 
started back in early July, they surely get the prize for the 
longest flowering perennial.

Just last week my stalwart Black Eyes Susans finally 
dropped their yellow petals, leaving interesting black 
seed-heads which I leave standing throughout the winter 
to provide valuable wildlife food. Meanwhile the memory 
of those blue geraniums casually mingling among the 
yellow Rudbeckia will stay with me all winter long.

Last to flower in my garden, but well worth the wait, is 
Bush Clover (Lespedeza thunbergii).Several years ago now 
I positioned a single plant in the central bed outside the 
window of my greenhouse (where I am sitting writing this 
article).Its graceful arching stems have, since early October, 
been covered with delicate pink flowers — creating a 
delightful picture that persists until we have a killing frost.

In early summer I like to cut the stems back to about half 
their length (a Chelsea Chop), thus making the entire plant 
both more floriferous and also a bit more compact. 

Also we should not forget the bees and other pollinators who, 
even now, are still active. And there are plenty of flowers we 
can grow in our gardens to help them, for instance:

• Throughout September and into October swarms of 
bees were abuzz in the flowers of the small tree outside 
my study window called Seven Son Flower (Heptacodium 
miconioides).

• Until they finally died back, just a few days ago now, 
several clumps of native Smooth Asters (Symphyotrichum 
laeve) have also been abuzz with bees. 

• And just yesterday I noticed plenty of bees were still 
enjoying the late season flowers of Heuchera “Caramel.”

As Keats writes in his evocative poem “To Autumn:”

And still more, later flowers for the bees, 
Until they think warm days will never cease, 
For summer has o’er-brimm’d their clammy cells.

 
Judith Irven and Dick Conrad live in Goshen where together 
they nurture a large garden. Judith is a Vermont Certified 
Horticulturist and teaches Sustainable Home Landscaping for 
the Vermont Master Gardener program. You can subscribe to her 
blog about her Vermont gardening life at northcountryreflections.
com. Dick is a landscape and garden photographer; you can see 
more of his photographs at northcountryimpressions.com.

GARDEN
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11
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