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Election Guide2022
Statewide and Addison County races

ADDISON COUNTY — When 
local voters go to the polls next 
month or fill out the ballot that 
arrived in the mail from the 
Secretary of State’s Office, they 
will see more of something they 
haven’t always had in the past few 
years: Options.

Seven of the nine state 
representatives from Addison 
County are running for re-election, 
and both incumbent state senators 
are also on the ballot. All but one 

of them face competition from 
a member of another party or an 
independent or both.

As part of our election coverage, 
the Addison Independent has 
published stories on most of the 
challengers and we give space in 
the regular paper for updates from 
incumbents during the Legislative 
session, as well as for regular 
Legislative stories. 

We have gathered together all 
of our 2022 election stories on our 

website — addisonindependent.
com — for voters go look at again. 

To give local voters more 
information on where candidates 
stand on issues, we asked each 
candidate the same six questions 
and offered them space for 
additional comment. See the list 
of questions in this Voter Guide 
and then read the responses for the 
candidates in your district.

In addition to the county races, 
there are contested races for five 

Vermont’s Constitutional offices 
— governor, lieutenant governor, 
secretary of state, treasurer and 
auditor. Read this guide to learn 
more about those candidates. 
Plus, two-thirds of Vermont’s 
Congressional delegation will 
change as a result of this election, 
since Sen. Patrick Leahy is retiring. 
We’ve got those candidates covered 
here, too.

All Vermont residents who 
are registered to vote were sent 

a ballot at the beginning of the 
month. If you have not received 
one in the mail contact your town 
clerk. Vermonters may mail in their 
ballots, return them in a secure 
ballot box outside town offices, 
return them in person to your town 
clerk during regular office hours, 
or vote on Election Day, Nov. 8, 
before 7 p.m.

“Whether you plan to vote 
early by mail, in-person at your 
Town Clerk’s office, by dropping 

your ballot at a secure ballot drop 
box, or in-person at the polls on 
Election Day, having a voting 
plan helps ensure that you don’t 
experience any issues when casting 
your ballot,” Secretary of State Jim 
Condos says. 

To check on the status of your 
ballot, use Vermont’s online ballot 
tracking service at mvp.vermont.
gov or contact your town clerk.

Get involved, learn about the candidates and cast your vote

Balint, Madden among 
six candidates vying for 
Vermont’s U.S. House seat

Peter Welch leads field of 
eight in U.S. Senate race

In Vermont’s gubernatorial race, the 
housing crisis is taking center stage

Poll finds 75% of Vt. voters 
support abortion amendment

WELCH

MALLOY

SCOTT

MADDEN

ZUCKERMAN

BENNING

Zuckerman and Benning square off in Lt. Gov. race

Democrats favored for four state offices

By JERALYN DARLING,VtDigger
A proposed constitutional amendment protecting abortion rights in 

Vermont could see a landslide victory in November, according to a 
new poll released last week.

The University of New Hampshire survey, commissioned by 
WCAX, found that 75% of respondents said they would support the 
measure, known as Proposal 5 or Article 22. Just 18% said they would 
vote against it and 6% said they were still unsure.

The amendment, which has been approved by the Vermont House 
and Senate twice over four years, would guarantee “an individual’s 
right to personal reproductive autonomy.” If approved by a majority of 
voters in November, it would become part of the Vermont Constitution.

Support for the amendment varied by political party with 94% of 
Democrats backing it and 56% of independents. Republicans were 
divided, with 41% supporting it and 45% opposing it.

Only 45% of the voters polled said they fully understood the 
amendment’s wording, though another 43% said they understood it 
“somewhat well.”

The text- and web-based poll, conducted from Sept. 29 to Oct. 3, 
surveyed 765 Vermont residents above the age of 18. The margin of 
error was 3.5%. (See Lt. Gov., Page 11)

(See House, Page 10)

(See Senate, Page 12)

(See Democrats, Page 7)

(See Housing, Page 7)

By LOLA DUFFORT, 
VTDIGGER

Politicians of all stripes, up 
and down the ballot, running in 
Vermont’s busiest election cycle 
in years agree on one thing: Top of 
mind for most voters is the state’s 
housing crisis.

But they do not necessarily agree 
about how to solve it. And nowhere 
are the differences in vision starker 
than in this year’s gubernatorial 
contest.

Thanks in large part to a massive 
influx of federal cash during 
the pandemic, Gov. Phil Scott’s 
administration, in partnership with 
the state Legislature, has made 
historic investments in affordable 
housing in recent years. But the 
state’s housing crunch is a stubborn 
problem, and it has become perhaps 
the greatest test of the one-word 
credo that the Republican has 
consistently invoked throughout 
his governorship: affordability.

Scott’s Democratic opponent, 
Brenda Siegel, has made her 
housing activism a centerpiece 
of her campaign. She has seized 
on this tension, and argued that 
Vermont is failing those who need 
help the most.

“Vermont has not become more 
affordable. It has become less,” 
Siegel said in a recent VtDigger 

debate. “The housing crisis has 
been barreling at us, and we still do 
not have a plan.”

Since March 2020, the state 
has plowed $338 
million into affordable 
housing and shelter 
space, according to 
a tally provided by 
the governor’s office. 
Gustave Seelig, the 
executive director of 
the Vermont Housing 
and Conservation 
Board, which is doling 
out much of the money 
on the state’s behalf, 
estimates that recent 
state investments will 
create close to 4,000 
new housing units.

Remarkably, about 
half are already built, 
according to Seelig, 
although that total 
also includes new 
shelter beds and motels 
converted into 
permanent housing. 
Local dignitaries just 
cut the ribbon on 20 affordably 
priced condominiums in Winooski, 
for example, and a 30-unit complex 
for seniors — the first new multi-
family housing project on the Lake 
Champlain Islands in more than 15 

years — is slated to open this fall.
“Almost every month, there’s a 

new project coming online that was 
funded during that period,” Seelig 

said.
But even amidst 

these successes, a 
dearth of housing 
remains. And while 
Scott has said he 
estimates the state’s 
investments will 
leverage hundreds 
of millions more in 
financing for housing 
projects, he’s also 
asked voters to be 
patient.

“It does take time. 
Permitting takes 
time,” Scott said 
during VTDigger’s 
debate. “And all the 
infrastructure and the 
construction takes time 
as well. So we have a 
long ways to go, but 
we’re on a path that I 
think is sustainable.”
CREATIVE 

SOLUTIONS
As Vermonters wait, some 

advocates echo Siegel’s critiques 
and say the state is leaving some 
of its most vulnerable behind as 
massive, pandemic-era federally 

funded public assistance programs 
end abruptly for thousands of 
residents. A failure to plan ahead 
for this moment, they argue, makes 
a steep rise in evictions all but 
inevitable — just as temperatures 
drop. And with shelters full, they 
say there will be no place to go but 
the streets.

“A lot of money was put into 
building new housing, which is 
wonderful. We were advocating for 
that. But the government needs to 
make a commitment to the people 
who are stranded without housing 
while they wait,” said Rev. Beth 
Ann Maier, of Vermont Interfaith 
Action, a coalition of faith-based 
congregations working on social 
justice issues.

Like Siegel, Maier said she’d 
like to see the state government 
explore options like “pod” and 
“pallet” housing to temporarily 
provide those without homes 
shelter, as Burlington is doing. 
Several colleges across the state 
have shuttered in recent years, and 
she argued their empty dormitories 
could also serve as transitional 
housing.

Meanwhile, the state is spending 
upward of $5,000 a month per 
room in privately-owned motels 
to provide shelter to people 

By ANGELO LYNN
In Vermont’s U.S. 

Senate race, Democrat 
Peter Welch is the 
only candidate of eight 
with any political 
experience. He runs 
on a solid legislative 
record following 13 
years in the Vermont 
Senate, including 
being minority leader 
from 1983-85, and 
he has served in 
Congress for the past 
15 years. He was 
elected as Vermont’s 
lone congressman 
in November 2006, 
following now-Sen. 
Bernie Sanders. Since 
2011, he has served 
on the Energy and 
Commerce, Oversight 
and Government 
Reform, and Agriculture 
committees.

Welch was born in 
Springfield, Mass., 
earned a bachelor’s 
degree from College 
of the Holy Cross and 
a juris doctor from 
the University of 
California at Berkeley. 
Welch’s career 
includes working as 
practicing attorney. 
He is married to 
Margaret Cheney, and 
the couple’s home is in 
Norwich.

R e p u b l i c a n 
Gerald Malloy is 
the only other of 
the six challengers 
who has an active 
campaign. Malloy 
is a Massachusetts 
transplant who moved 
to Vermont in 2020, 
is an avowed Trump 

By ANGELO LYNN
If you have wondered why 

the state races for Treasurer, 
Secretary of State, Auditor and 
Attorney General are not on this 
year’s election radar, it’s because 
well-known Democrats are virtual 
shoe-ins to races in which the 
Republican Party has only token 
opposition. 

Republican perennial candidate 
H. Brooke Paige is on the ballot for 
Secretary of State and Treasurer, 
but his campaign is mostly 
inactive. Republican Rick Morton 
is challenging incumbent State 
Auditor Doug Hoffer (who is a Dem/
Prog). And Republican Michael 
Tagliavia is challenging Democrat 
Charity Clark for Attorney General. 
The races have not generated much 
attention. Neither Republican 
took the opportunity to fill in their 
bio-information in VtDigger’s 
candidate profiles, not answer any 
of Digger’s questions, though they 
have web pages from which to 
glean some information.

Here’s a quick overview of those 
four races: 

SECRETARY OF STATE: 
Sarah Copeland Hanzas, 

Democrat
Vs.

H. Brooke Paige, Republican

This position is up for grabs 
because Democrat Jim Condos, 
who served as Vermont’s Secretary 
of State since 2011, is retiring. 

Copeland Hanzas, 52, writes 
in her bio that she grew up in a 
large, politically diverse, family 
in Corinth. She graduated from 
Oxbow High School and University 
of Vermont with degrees in History 
and Geology. She completed her 
teacher training at Upper Valley 
Educator Institute and taught 
science and coached field hockey, 
basketball and softball. Sarah and 
her husband John have three adult 
children. 

In 2004, she ran for the Vermont 
legislature. Copeland Hanzas 
has served 18 years representing 
Bradford, Fairlee and West Fairlee. 
In 2010, she co-founded The 
Local Buzz Cafe on Main Street in 
Bradford, which she operated for 

11 years. 
In the legislature, she has led 

on such issues as PTSD coverage 
for injured first responders, sexual 
harassment prevention, cannabis 
reform, paid family leave and 
sexual assault protections. She 
stepped into the political ring in the 
backlash against civil unions and 
proudly supported full marriage 
equality. She leads the Climate 
Solutions Caucus and was sponsor 
of the Global Warming Solutions 
Act. More info can be found at her 
website, SarahForVermont.com.

Paige is a resident of the town of 
Washington, Vt., is a retired sales 
executive and retail CEO. He did 
not provide a bio or answer any 
of VtDigger’s questions, but more 
information can be found on his 
website at www.brookepaige.us.

VERMONT ATTORNEY 
GENERAL: 

Charity R. Clark, Democrat
vs.

Michael Tagliavia, Republican

With T.J. Donovan stepping 

down as Vermont’s Attorney 
General, Charity Clark, 47, of 
Williston was one of the first to 
enter the race, having been the 
assistant attorney general under 
AG William Sorrell and Chief of 
Staff under Donovan. She writes in 
her bio for VtDigger that she is a 
“lawyer, a mother, a public servant, 
and a proud Vermonter. I grew up 
working at my family’s grocery 
store in southern Vermont. After 
time at the Governor’s Office and 
at law firms in Vermont and New 
York City, I served as an Assistant 
Attorney General under Attorney 
General Bill Sorrell. In 2018, I 
was promoted to Chief of Staff by 
Attorney General T.J. Donovan.”

“The time I spent bagging 
groceries, stocking shelves, and 
seeing the challenges of Vermonters 
and small businesses has informed 
my work fighting for Vermont 
consumers and small businesses,” 
she says. “Throughout my career, I 
have remained rooted in the values 
and lessons I learned early on: work 
hard, serve your community, and 

In the race for lieutenant. 
governor, Republican Joe Benning 
faces Democrat David Zuckerman, 
who was Lt. Governor from 
2017-2021. Also on the ballot 
is Green Party candidate Ian G. 
Diamondstone, though he has not 
run an active campaign, nor has he 
answered basic questions about his 
views on the issues.

The race between Benning and 
Zuckerman, however, pit two 
well-qualified and public-minded 
Vermonters in a race for Vermont’s 
second in command.
JOE BENNING

Benning has served in Vermont’s 
Senate since first elected in 
2010, and has a long history of 
community service prior to that 
election. He served 10 years as 
Lyndon Town Moderator and 
for years as a Town Agent, plus 

10 years as Lyndon 
Town GOP chair. He 
also served two terms 
on the Lyndon Town 
School Board. He 
has also been Chair 
of Vermont’s Human 
Rights Commission 
and was the first 
student elected to the 
Vermont State College 
Board of Trustees. 

Benning graduated 
from Lyndon State 
College in 1979 
and from Vermont 
Law School in 1983 
before becoming a 
trial lawyer. He has 
been married to Deb 
Benning since 1983. 
She is an elementary 
school teacher, and 

they have two grown 
children. 

In the state 
legislature, he has 
served on the Natural 
Resources & Energy 
Committee, the 
Institutions Committee, 
the Government 
Operations Committee, 
the Education 
Committee and the 
Judiciary Committee, 
where he spent four 
years as Vice-Chair. 
He has served the past 
four years as Chair of 
Senate Institutions. 

In answering five 
yes-no questions posed 
by VtDigger, Benning:

• Said “no,” to 
whether Vermont 

should allow overdose prevention 
sites where drugs can be used 
under supervision;

• Did not answer whether he 
supported universal mail-in ballots 
for all Vermont elections.

• Said he supports a Vermont 
constitutional amendment to 
protect reproductive rights.

• Said the state should not 
provide free meals to all K-12 
students on an ongoing basis.

• And gave no response to 
whether he supports a mandatory 
paid family and medical leave 
program funded by a payroll tax.

On the in-depth issues posed by 
VtDigger, Benning’s responses are 
below: 

• How should the state work 
to meet its carbon emission 
reduction goals?

By ANGELO LYNN
Six candidates are vying for 

Vermont’s lone congressional seat 
as Congressman Peter Welch, who 
has held that seat since 2007, makes 
a run for the U.S. Senate 
seat being vacated by 
retiring Sen. Patrick 
Leahy. 

Democrat Becca 
Balint, who was 
Senate Pro Temp in the 
Vermont Legislature for 
the past four years, is 
the best known among 
the candidates and is 
leading the race in state 
polls. 

Republican Liam 
Madden has gotten 
ample press for his 
unique views and that 
the fact that he claims 
to be an Independent 
and chose to run as a 
Republican because 
he was more likely to 
have a larger platform 
on which to make a 
run. Having won the 
Republican primary 
against that party’s favored 
candidate, the Republicans have not 
backed Madden as one of their own. 

Madden’s views are an interesting 
mix of liberal positions, similar to 

those embraced by many Democrats 
as well as some Libertarian ideas, 
along with a streak of independence 
from both major parties. He has 
been running on a platform that 

the nation’s two-party 
system is “broken” and 
needs a healthy dose of 
outside thinking to right 
America’s politics. 

Libertarian Erica 
Redic, who lost the 
Republican Primary 
to Madden, and three 
other Independents are 
also on the ballot. The 
Independents are Luke 
Talbot, Adam Ortiz 
and Matt Druzba. Of 
the six candidates, all 
responded to VtDigger’s 
questions and provided 
a brief biography except 
Druzba. 

This report will 
sketch each candidate’s 
bio and the brief yes-
no answers to eight 
questions, but will not 
repeat each candidate’s 
in-depth answers to six 

other questions because of length. 
We do encourage readers to log on 
to VtDigger to read those longer 
responses and learn more about what 

BALINT
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Re-Elect 

Rep. Diane Lanpher
Addison, Ferrisburgh, New Haven, Panton, Vergennes, Waltham

Other endorsements: 

PO Box 165, Vergennes, VT • (802) 877-2230 

aid r by e i ee  e elec  iane an er  rea urer  i  an er

• VTNEA
• VSEA

• Let’s Grow Kids Action Network
• VT Conservation Voters

We’ve got to send Diane 
back to Montpelier.  She’s 
one of the crown jewels of 

ur dele a i n  re ared  
in r ed  ard r in  
and dedicated. She’s widely 
respected by other legislators 
and  a  a an in leader i  
is in a position to make a real 
di erence r u

- Claire Ayer, former 
Senator, Addison, VT

We elected Diane Lanpher 
and she has proven herself in 
Montpelier. Politics can be a 
daun in  bu ine  ull  l y 

eec  and unclear al  
Diane has something that 
cann  be au  and cann  
be b u  e care  and 

r  ard r u
- Kelsey Stetson and 

Andrea Cousineau, 
Waltham

Diane has been a leader in 
n elier r i ue  a  are 

i r an   ur c uni y  
e de er e  ur c n inued 

u r
- John Spencer, Addison VT

I’ve known Diane Lanpher 
r al   year  ince 

her days in the Vermont 
Department of Health and then 
a  a c llea ue in e er n  

a e e i la ure  iane i  
an incredibly qualified and 
re n i e re re en a i e  
and she has forged strong 
c nnec i n  in e le i la ure 
and in er c uni y  e 
residents of her district can 
be r ud  e r  e a  
accomplished on their behalf. I 

ear ily u r  er candidacy 
and proven legislative record.

- Congressman Peter 
Welch, VT

iane c n inue   be 
a re end u  a e   

i  c uni y a  ur 
Representative. She is a 

r en leader  and e n  
ere e and  n e i ue  

a  a er  u   r in  
en  re r duc i e 

eal  u r in  early 
c ildcare  and in e in  in ur 
ran r a i n in ra ruc ure  

grow Vermont’s economy. On 
a er nal n e   a e al ay  
been i re ed and ra e ul 
for Diane’s engagement and 
ad cacy r ur l cal ublic 
schools.

- John Stroup, Vergennes 
Resident

Diane has always been 
an ener e ic u r er  
Vergennes’ revitalization 
efforts offering pragmatic 
ideas for positive growth. 

- WD Benton, Vergennes

With so many new people 
runnin  r elec ed i i n  i  

all   a  ra e ul  a e a ried 
and rue  ru ed re re en a i e 
like Diane Lanpher on the ballot. 
Re-electing Diane gives me 

eace  ind  n in  e 
ill ac  in ur be  in ere  i  

integrity.
- Cheryl Brinkman, 

Vergennes

I got to know Diane when 
 ran r u e in   

was impressed with her 
c i en   ur c uni y 
and with her service to the 
State. She is an important 

ice r u  in e a e 
u e   c n ider er a riend 

and u r  er ully in er 
campaign for re-election. Diane 
is the best.

- Frank Fritz Langrock, 
Ferrisburgh

iane i  a eady and u ul 
legislator. She is sophisticated 
en u   under and e 
bi  i ue  in ur di ric  li e 
ran r a i n  c ild care  

u in  and eal  care and ill 
appreciates that what matters 
more than the policies are the 
people she represents. 

- Erin Roche & Mark 
Koenig, Vergennes

Rep. Diane Lanpher is the perfect 
e a le  a de ed  ar  

ublic er an   a e ne er e  a 
harder worker for Vermonters. 

- Zoe Kaslow, Addison 
County Democratic 
Committee Chair

Diane does an excellent job 
re re en in  all  u  in ur 

i ric  e i  n i en  
u ul   d i ener  

and e al ay  ll  u  
en y u a  r er el  and 

u r   
- Jean Richardson, 

Ferrisburgh

Rep. Diane Lanpher is one of 
e  dedica ed ublic 

servants I know. Her experience 
and perseverance have paid 
off in the replacement of the 
Champlain Bridge and most 
recen ly in ra  er ice  

ddi n un y and in  
north. She is responsive to local 
c ncern  el in  er enne  

erri bur  and all  e 
towns in the district achieve 

lu i n   ran r a i n and 
er c ncern  e i  e ec i e  

n led eable  carin  and 
principled. Please join me in 
voting for her!

- Arabella Holzapfel, 
Member: Ferrisburgh 
Planning Commission, 
Addison County Regional 
Planning Commission, 
Otter Creek Basin Water 
Quality Council

• Planned Parenthood VT Action Fund IE PAC
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To give local voters a baseline for 
comparing candidate for the Legislature 
we asked each of them the same six 
questions, and then gave them a seventh 
spot to express their views on a topic of 
their choice. Our space and your time is 
finite, so we asked that they limit their 
answers to 100 words each.

When you read the Q&As with the 
candidates, use these Qs to match up with 
their As.

We let the candidates answer as they 
thought best, each giving their opinions 
on how to address the problems that 
Vermonters face. However, we feel obliged 
to our readers to point out that some of the 
candidates’ answers went beyond opinion 
to assert as fact some things that just are 
not true. The vast majority of climate 
scientists are in agreement that humans 

are responsible for climate change, for 
example. While it is not ideal to let 
untruths go unchallenged, it is also not 
possible — again, given space and time 
— to debate the gradations of truth and 
falsehood on every point here; we paint in 
broad strokes. We trust that you, the voter, 
will evaluating the answers given by the 
candidates.

Here is what we asked:

Candidate questions 2022
Economy. Vermont saw an influx 

of federal funds for recovery from the 
pandemic and the state’s unemployment 
rate is currently very low. But we face 
difficulties in maintaining and building 
our economy including a continuing 
shortage of skilled and unskilled workers; 
a perceived difficulty in attracting and 

retaining businesses that provide good-
paying, stable jobs; and a stagnant 
population. What measures would you 
propose to bolster Vermont’s economy?

Housing. The Green Mountain State saw 
home prices and apartment rents skyrocket 
over the past two years. What can the state 
government do to make housing more 
affordable — is it more about increasing 
the supply or helping people afford the 
housing that is already built? Are there any 
pieces of legislation you would champion 
to help resolve this problem?

School consolidation: How should 
Vermonters balance the value of their 
local schools vs. the cost of keeping them 
open? Do we need to change the way we 
fund primary and secondary schools? 

How has Vermont managed the rising per-
pupil cost of education and what should 
the Legislature do to improve oversight of 
that?

Environment. There is a lot to address 
here: water quality, climate change, 
protecting open land. As a lawmaker, 
what areas of the environment would you 
put your energies toward?

Health care. Vermonters have 
bemoaned the high cost of medical care 
and health preventive maintenance for a 
long time. What existing public policies 
would you support, what new policies 
would you push to institute, and what 
would you abandon?

Agriculture. Most Vermonters don’t 

live on farms, but we all enjoy the benefits 
of living in a farming community. Farming 
in all facets can be a challenging business; 
the number of dairy farms in Vermont 
has declined over the past three decades 
from 4,000 to 600. How would you as a 
lawmaker help our current farmers evolve 
and meet public requirements for good 
land stewardship? And with many retail 
and other small businesses also struggling, 
is there a limit to how much we subsidize 
Vermont’s farms?

Candidate’s choice: There are many 
other issues that Vermonters care about, 
including childcare, better cell phone 
and internet service, guns, opioid deaths, 
threats to democracy, racial equity etc. 
Tell us about your thoughts on a topic we 
haven’t asked about.

Local legislative candidate answer key questions for 2022

Economy: Problem: Compared 
to other states, we have under-
average incomes but much higher 
living costs, forcing productive 
younger people from the state 
and wrecking businesses. Source:
high taxation inflating all costs, 
driven by too many government 
bureaucrats (pigs) regulating 
too much of our lives. Abraham 
Lincoln: “Too many pigs for the 
teats.” The teats is us.

Solution — Apply Classical 
Public Finance Theory: 
First the people through 
their representatives 
decide how much 
government shall 
spend — probably a 
lot less than now; then 
government budgets 
accordingly. The tax 
level matters more than 
the form taxation takes. 
Take it from an old 
Economics PhD. 

Housing: Problem:
Housing growth normally driven 
by home building costs too much, 
partly due to government lot-size 
regulations. (Land costs make 
Vermont housing more costly 
than in the Middle West.) House 
ownership and rents get driven 
up by property tax rates — driven 
in turn by out-of-control public 
education costs. Both builders 
and we common folk get caught 
between a rock and a hard place.

Solution: One: put the 
bureaucrats and their land regs out 
to pasture. Two: Return education 
costs, driven by too many 
bureaucrats, to something like the 
national average. “Too many pigs 
for the teats.” Then build like heck.

School consolidation: 
Consolidation is pissing into 
the winds of change: Parents 
increasingly dislike public schools, 
for destroying learning and 
indoctrinating their children. They 
withdraw them from this madness. 
And, our school-age population 
is shrinking: Consolidation will 
fail — no economies of scale to 
education.

Two Problems: Education costs 

too much and yields too little 
learning — grade “F”. Some 
children have learning needs 
only small organizations provide: 
learning hands-on, in cooperatives, 
and through homeschooling and 
therapy-assisted tutoring. 

Solution: A marketplace
for learning: All learning 
organizations, large and small, 
receive similar state subsidies 
per enrolled student; each reports 
results. Parents choose! Winners 

thrive, losers die. 
E n v i r o n m e n t : 

Principle: Humans 
don’t mess their own 
beds, nor do farmers 
with their lands.
Private ownership 
with reasonable 
oversight should 
replace regulators 
seeking an idyllic 
neverland — land 
becoming controlled 
by outsiders for 

“carbon sequestration”: “Bugger 
off, smelly country yokels with 
your lush fields and lowing cattle!”

The Great Danger: Burying 
private land use in the belief that 
“climate change” constitutes 
normal, “settled” science. Climate 
science is theoretical and as such 
is never settled. Preponderance of 
evidence: climate goes through 
natural cycles determined by sun 
activity and deep planetary forces. 
It is presumptuous to think we can 
change the course of nature.

Health care: Transaction costs:
From 1970-2010, U.S. physicians 
increased 150%, bureaucrats 
3,200%. Some 30-50% of 
healthcare transactions produce no 
health care — truly perverse. (Pity 
the poor bureaucrats processing 
confusing insurance claims.) 

Solutions: Cut transaction costs. 
Single payer? A monumental 
change with a large drawback: 
the destruction of experiments 
in improving care — one-size 
fits all medicine. Doable right 
now: Cost-sharing cooperatives 
and “concierge” medicine. 
Significantly, one such cooperative 

— Medi-share — cuts patient 
costs in half! So do “concierge” 
fixed-payment plans. Both 
minimize transaction costs. (Partly 
by purchasing member term-life 
policies, so that death gives a big 
bang payoff against operating 
costs?)

Agriculture: And the Farmer is 
Screwed. In this old book, weather 
“screws” the farmer — now also 
“screwed” by the government 
through out-of-control property 
taxation driving up land costs. 
State bureaucrats have built the 
farmer a mousetrap called Current 
Use. Beware all who enter here! 

Problem: For temporarily-
lowered taxation, farmers give 
up best practices experimentation 
for bureaucratic micro-regulating 
— with a future lien against their 
retirement funds. 

Dire Warning: Soon the state 
may outlaw nitrogen fertilizers and 
dictate major manure reductions. 
Bye-bye farming.

Better Practice: Radically 
reduce property over-taxation and 
ditch Current Use legislation. Let 
markets restore a natural balance. 
Manure is good!

Wildcard: Problem: 
Professional Politicians
threatening individual liberties. 
Our Constitution calls for the citizen 
legislator to represent majority 
constituent interests. Professional 
pols seek permanent perches from 
whence they collectively pass each 
other’s ideological darlings — 
overwhelming the people’s will. 
Singly, they resemble members of 
Britain’s Clown Party; collectively, 
they dirty the legislative nest with 
their bloated spending offspring. 

Cause: The pols used the 1964 
“one man/one vote” ruling to 
nearly halve the House — creating 
small towns “share-a-reps.” Bye-
bye town-rep relationships. 

“No Taxation without 
Representation!” Citizen 
legislators: double the house size. 
Restore representative government. 
Be Thomas Paine — reborn: No 
“sunshine Patriots” need apply.

PETER 
CALDWELL

Peter Caldwell, Republican, Addison-1

Economy: Vermont’s strong 
small communities, relatively 
undeveloped landscape and diverse 
geography make us special and 
a particularly attractive place for 
climate refugees. Any investments 
we make in economic development 
need to focus on sustaining 
our small, rural character and 
high quality of life for residents 
while modernizing 
infrastructure like 
broadband and a 
building a climate 
resilient transportation 
network. Conserving 
our forest and 
agricultural land base 
and encouraging 
development in our 
villages while investing 
in and promoting local 
food production will 
build the foundation 
of a vibrant and resilient Vermont 
economy.

Housing: The housing crisis is a 
complex national problem, fueled 
in part by the fact that housing has 
become an investment vehicle for 
some, putting upward pressure 
on the market while also leaving 
properties underutilized and 
making housing unaffordable for 
many. Vermont had a 24% vacancy 
rate during the 2020 census. We 
know that the growing market 
for air BNBs has also removed 
long-term rentals from the market. 
Burlington recently enacted local 
regulations to try to fairly limit the 
short-term rental market. Better 
information on the prevalence 
of second homes and short-term 
rentals is needed to help guide state 
policy.  

School consolidation: The 
costs of our education system are 
disproportionately driven by the 
cost of healthcare. Until we address 

this issue, we cannot fairly assess 
the costs of our education system. 

The current system of funding 
education is progressive, with 
the majority of Vermonter’s 
paying based on their incomes. 
However, the current system does 
not account for an individual’s 
wealth and an unknown number 
of wealthy people are able to pay 

lower taxes based 
on annual income 
despite an ability to 
fully pay their share. 
I would support the 
legislature assessing 
the frequency of this 
and finding a way to 
address it. 

E n v i r o n m e n t : 
Protecting Vermont’s 
forests has been a 
primary focus for 
me during my tenure 

in the legislature. Intact forests 
clean the air and water, support 
healthy wildlife populations, 
sequester carbon, and give us 
recreational and spiritual renewal. 
For the first time in over 100 years 
Vermont is losing forest lands — 
approximately 14,000 acres per 
year. Vermont’s geography puts 
us in a unique position to provide 
travel corridors and habitat for 
species as they migrate north 
and uphill due to climate change. 
Conserving intact ecosystems is 
key to climate resilience. I will 
be reintroducing legislation to set 
conservation goals this session. 

Health care: The ever-rising 
cost of health care is a drag on 
our economy and is bad for 
our health. I am a supporter of 
a federal universal healthcare 
program, like Medicare for all. 
The pandemic has highlighted 
that as the only developed country 
without universal healthcare, the 

United States is at a disadvantage. 
Healthcare is still 20% of our 
economy and that is way out of line 
with outcomes and costs in other 
developed countries. I support 
Vermont pursuing primary care for 
all as the logical incremental step 
toward universal coverage.

Agriculture: Agriculture is 
fundamental to Vermont’s identity, 
invaluable to our economy and 
integral to community resilience 
in uncertain times. The pandemic 
and climate change have 
magnified the need for regional, 
sustainable food production and 
Vermont is well situated to fill that 
need. Vermont’s hard working, 
innovative, entrepreneurial 
farmers and producers have fueled 
a local foods movement that 
is inspiring the nation, feeding 
many Vermonters, and spreading 
out of State. I support increasing 
investments in the diversification 
of our agricultural sector and in 
promoting value added agricultural 
businesses. These investments 
benefit the environment, economy, 
and our health.   

Candidate’s choice: PFAS 
chemicals are building up in our 
environment and in us. Ninety-nine 
percent of Americans have them in 
their blood and studies have linked 
them to disease, including cancer, 
endocrine disruption, and weight 
gain. Although we’ve known 
about their toxicity for decades, 
PFAS chemicals, known as forever 
chemicals, continue to be used in 
products today. In Vermont we 
find them in landfill leachate and 
septage that can be spread on farm 
fields. We need to stop introducing 
them to the environment and 
use the most effective means 
available to remove them from our 
environment. 

Economy: To help build a 
stronger workforce and economy, 
for FY23, the legislature put 
significant money into scholarships 
for Vermonters pursuing a career 
in the trades, loan reimbursement 
for Vermont trades and nursing 
programs, grants to support nurse 
educators, forgivable loans for 
mental health professionals, free 
tuition for two classes at UVM 
and the Vermont State Colleges 
for upskilling or job transition, 
and free last-dollar 
tuition for one year of 
undergraduate studies 
for critical occupation 
careers. We must 
continue to monitor and 
fine-tune our programs, 
including the need for 
more childcare, to meet 
the needs of employers 
and offer workers well-
paying jobs.

Housing: Affordable 
and sufficient housing is 
a nationwide problem. In Vermont, 
we are doing many things to 
provide more housing at affordable 
prices, including funding for 
the rehab of unlivable property, 
supporting accessory dwelling 
units, and grants to municipalities 
to update their zoning laws to 
allow for denser building in 
downtowns. We need to continue 
to support the Vermont Housing 
and Conservation Board so it can 
leverage federal funds and create 
more affordable housing for low- 
and moderate-income earners. We 
also need to understand the impact 
of the short-term rental market on 
housing and what we can do to 
encourage builders and property 
owners to support building for and 
renting to Vermonters.

School consolidation: All 
students should have access to 
a quality education, no matter 
where they live. With declining 
enrollment, each year school 

districts are having to cut back 
on programs, maintenance, etc. in 
order to keep costs down. I worry 
that students who struggle will 
be left further behind and not all 
children will have access to equal 
learning opportunities.

Local school districts need to 
proactively engage and listen to 
all voices. Decisions that are made 
must balance what is best for our 
children with what taxpayers can 
afford. I believe we should explore 

the notion of income-
based taxes to pay for 
public schools.

E n v i r o n m e n t : 
The most pressing 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
issue of our time 
without a doubt is 
climate change. It 
touches every other 
environmental issue as 
well as the resiliency 
of our farms, our 
businesses, and our 

communities.
One only need look to the 

wildfires consuming thousands of 
acres in the West and destroying air 
quality, the now-common record-
breaking temperatures worldwide, 
increased flooding, and serious 
drought. We are in a climate crisis.

I proudly sponsored the Global 
Warming Solutions Act, supported 
the Clean Heat Standard bill, and 
will be actively engaged in the 
work we must do to reduce our 
greenhouse gas emissions and build 
resilience in our communities.

Healthcare: Healthcare is both 
a complex and broken system. 
We have learned from an earlier 
failed attempt to move to a single-
payer system that it’s extremely 
difficult to change something as 
complicated as healthcare. And it’s 
more difficult to do so as a small, 
rural state when change should 
really be enacted at the federal 
level.

Nevertheless, I support finding 
a responsible way to create a 
sustainable universal primary care 
program that will save Vermonters 
money and increase access. Any 
change we choose to make should 
not make people’s lives worse or 
make it more difficult or expensive 
to access their healthcare.

Agriculture: As Vermonters, 
we value our working lands 
highly, and Addison County has 
more farms than any other county 
in Vermont. Supporting farms 
to be both environmentally and 
economically sustainable is a goal, 
but often a challenge. 

We must support regenerative 
agriculture, which improves soils, 
increases needed biodiversity, and 
improves resilience to climate 
change. We should also continue to 
fund the Working Lands Enterprise 
Grants to help farmers transition to 
healthier agricultural practices and 
grow their businesses. Agriculture 
is a business but with a greater 
environmental impact, so we need 
to balance how we offer subsidies 
here against other struggling 
businesses.

Candidate’s choice: Threats to 
Democracy 

In addition to climate change, the 
threat to democracy is the biggest 
issue of our time. Some Americans 
refuse to accept defeat in elections, 
support voter suppression, spread 
lies and ignore the facts, and 
supported overturning Roe v 
Wade. All these and more highlight 
the disconnect between what most 
Americans want and what certain 
politicians and judges are deciding 
must be the law. The rise in 
authoritarianism is threatening to 
take away our hard-won freedoms. 
As President Biden recently said, 
“Equality and democracy are 
under assault.” This is true, sadly, 
even in Vermont. I will personally 
continue to fight for “liberty and 
justice for ALL.”

Amy Sheldon, Democrat, Addison-1

Peter Conlon, Democrat, Addison-2

REP. AMY 
SHELDON

REP. PETER 
CONLON

REP. ROBIN 
SCHEU

Robin Scheu, Democrat, Addison-1

Economy: The past few years 
have shown how tightly tied 
our economy is to other issues, 
especially housing, affordable and 
available childcare, and broadband/
cell service in rural areas, among 
others. The good 
paying, stable jobs are 
out there, whether it be 
the private sector (look 
at Beta Technologies) 
or public (schools, 
hospitals, mental 
health agencies). But 
workers can’t find the 
needed housing or 
childcare. We need to 
continue to support 
the creation of more of 
each, and that is going 
to require public investment.

Housing: Vermont needs to 
take a good look at its home and 
apartment housing stock and be 
strategic where we invest. For 
example, many older Vermonters 
are seeking smaller homes in 
towns and villages. If they can 
move, that likely opens up 
larger family homes, but those 
smaller homes are hard to find. 
I support continued government 
investment to incentivize new 
housing and improving older 
housing, especially weatherization. 
Additionally, we need to continue 
to invest in the infrastructure that 
housing needs, especially village 
sewer and new technology for 
septic systems in rural areas. It may 
also be time to look at a vacancy 
tax on unoccupied residences.

School consolidation: 
Vermonters are asked every 
Town Meeting Day to balance 

the value of their schools vs. the 
cost of operating them, and have 
largely supported the spending 
proposals made by their elected 
school boards. The state needs to 
assure that schools are achieving 

quality standards and 
other key standards. 
I support moving the 
education property 
tax to an income tax. 
This would end pitting 
one district’s tax rates 
against another and 
better tie people’s 
ability to pay with the 
budgets they are voting 
on. It is also important 
to note that creating 
relatively larger schools 

is not just done for financial 
reasons. It can also create a more 
vibrant learning environment with 
better services and more robust 
programs.

Environment: Our environment 
is why businesses start here and 
stay here despite other challenges. 
And protecting our environment 
and working landscape helps 
water quality, supports mitigating 
climate change, and keeps our 
state a mecca for environmental 
tourism. One of my priorities is 
smart growth policies that support 
and encourage thoughtful town and 
village center development. That 
sort of development helps water 
quality by having the necessary 
infrastructure, helps fight climate 
change by creating walkable 
communities, and maintains our 
wildlands and working landscape 
by encouraging development in 
more appropriate areas.

Health care: I supported efforts 
to create single-payer health care 
and lament our state leaders’ 
timidity in not enacting it. Short of 
that, I support a universal primary 
care system, though it would face 
the same hurdles. That leaves 
Vermonters with some tough 
conversations to have. We like 
having small hospitals that serve 
all needs nearby. But it is proving 
to be a very expensive system. We 
need to look carefully at that system 
and balance Vermonters’ needs 
with what we can afford. We also 
need to encourage more groups of 
covered Vermonters (employee 
groups) to participate in One Care, 
which pays doctors to keep you 
healthy, not for procedures.

Agriculture: While the number 
of Vermont dairy farms has 
dropped significantly, we continue 
to produce more milk. Those who 
remain have either evolved into 
larger, more efficient dairies or 
have controlled expenses. Most 
farmers strive to be excellent 
stewards of the land. They know 
more regulation could come if they 
aren’t. Government subsidizes 
many businesses and individuals 
to protect a public good and make 
people’s lives better, and farms 
are definitely part of that. State 
subsidies to farms generally help 
with conservation. That is a better 
investment than subsidizing a 
company for hiring people they 
were going to hire anyway.

Candidate’s choice: Opioid use 
and record overdoses represent a 
serious health and quality of life 
crisis for everyone. Vermont needs 

(See Conlon, Page 5)
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to take a close look at strategies 
to address this in other states 
and countries, notably Oregon 

and Portugal, where controlled 
legalization is proving effective. 
We need to continue to support our 
hub-and-spoke treatment model, 
but also invest in more psychiatric 
in-patient facilities which have 
been woefully inadequate since 
the loss of the Waterbury State 
Hospital in Tropical Storm Irene. 

This issue touches everyone, 
whether you are an educator, 
cop, affected family, employer 
or simply walking through City 
Hall Park in Burlington, and past 
policies aren’t working or keeping 
up with new threats like synthetic 
fentanyl.

Conlon
(Continued from Page 3)

REP. DIANE 
LANPHER

Diane Lanpher, Democrat, Addison-3
Economy: Businesses are 

closing across Vermont and across 
the country because of workforce 
shortages. Vermont’s economy 
is its workforce, and they need 
housing, childcare, and broadband. 
As a member of the 
House Appropriations 
Committee, childcare 
has been a priority and 
will continue to be as 
the state enters the 
final years of a five-
year plan. Vermont 
has also seen business 
increases because 
of our attractive 
environment, which 
includes public health, 
safe communities 
and our buffer against climate 
change. Federal one-time relief 
funds have been invested in the 
long-term needs for infrastructure: 
broadband, clean water, climate, 
economy, workforce and housing 
ljfo.vermont.gov/assets/Meetings/
Joint-Fiscal-Committee/2022-
0 9 - 2 1 / 5 2 2 5 a 9 7 9 f 2 / A R PA -
Report-09-15-22.pdf

Housing: Housing currently 
is the most referenced issue 
by Vermont employers and 
Vermonters. In a well-functioning 
market, supply meets demand, and 
in Vermont both homeownership 
and rental supply has not been 
able to meet demand. Developers 
unable to make a profit is creating 
some of the shortage. Therefore, 
this issue becomes a priority for 
your government. Strong financial 
investments have been dedicated 
to housing development by 
appropriating hundreds of millions 
in federal relief funding, but this 
alone will not overcome the zoning 
and other regulatory barriers. The 
Legislature, in partnership with 
municipalities, businesses and 
citizens will continue to work on 
barriers. 

School consolidation: 
Throughout my past 14 years in 
Montpelier, I have been a part of 
supporting Vermont’s education 
system. Most of Vermont’s 
districts have consolidated and our 

district might be on the verge of 
consolidating further, as a merger 
question will be on the ballot this 
year. Improvements to the funding 
system are an almost constant 
discussion and will continue into 

2023. Local school 
boards have made 
all the difference as 
they are on the front 
lines to meet the 
needs of our students 
within the ability of 
taxpayers to fund. In 
2022, the Legislature 
passed (S.287) 
into law (Act 127). 
legislature.vermont.
gov/Documents/2022/
Docs/ACTS/ACT127/

ACT127%20Act%20Summary.
pdf.  

Environment: As Chair of the 
House Transportation Committee, 
I am aware of the environmental 
impacts from emissions and my 
responsibility, as a leader, to guide 
legislation to achieve reduction 
goals. To take seriously climate 
change, and make real and lasting 
progress, the Legislature passed 
The VT Global Warming Solutions 
Act (2020) and with the work of 
the VT Climate Council in 2021, 
Vermont has an initial Climate 
Action Plan. The Council’s work 
will follow into 2023. 

climatechange.vermont.gov/
sites/climatecouncilsandbox/
f i l e s / 2 0 2 1 - 1 2 / I n i t i a l % 2 0
Climate%20Action%20Plan%20
-%20Final%20-%2012-1-21.pdf

Clean water, land and air have 
not been forgotten. It is important 
to stay engaged with the activities 
of Department of Environmental 
Conservation.

dec.vermont.gov
Health care: Affordable, quality 

health care is one of the top issues 
for citizens and businesses. It 
is one of the largest economic 
factors for businesses and families. 
Government run Medicare, 
Medicaid, and Tri-Care, are all 
programs that form a base on which 
Vt. could continue to explore 
expansion. I have supported steps 

to date that achieved several 
health care reforms in Vt. and 
will continue to support building 
on incremental investments, like 
universal access to primary care, 
which is key to preventing disease. 
The Legislature has previous 
studies which can provide the data 
needed to advance investments on 
behalf of Vermonters. 

Agriculture: Supporting our 
agricultural industry is yielding 
lasting results. Legislative 
initiatives I have voted for and 
supported show they were good 
investments, including Farm to 
Plate (2009) and Working Lands 
(2012). In 2019, the Legislature 
reauthorized the Farm to Plate 
Investment Program for another 10 
years, with specific goals including 
improvements to soils, water, and 
resilience due to climate change. 
Support going forward must 
consider the 279 recommendations 
provided in the recently released 
(2022) Vermont Agriculture & 
Food System Strategic Plan 2021-
2030. More than 1,500 voices were 
included, with 52 lead authors and 
111 expert contributors. Here is 
link to the plan: 

agriculture.vermont.gov/sites/
agriculture/files/doc_library/
Vermont%20Agricul ture%20
and%20Food%20System%20
St ra teg ic%20Plan%202021-
2030_0.pdf

Candidate’s choice: Democracy 
requires engaged commitment 
in Vermont. This is not the time 
for me or anyone to hold back 
their engagement. I sponsored 
(H293) signed into law (Act 109) 
creating the Vt. Youth Council, 
which will advise the governor 
and the Legislature on policies that 
impact youth today. Rarely does 
a legislator have an opportunity 
to lift the voices of so many. Our 
Vermont youth are eager and 
willing to bring their voices to 
democracy. I worked with youth 
across the state and with VUHS 
students to pass this law, which 
will have influence for decades. 
vermontafterschool.org/big-day-
for-vermont-youth

Economy: As the only sitting 
legislator who owns and operates 
an independent restaurant, the 
difficulties of our business 
communities is always top of 
mind. First: Housing. We need 
more apartments as well as homes 
for first-time buyers. We have seen 
there is a strong desire to live here; 
we simply need more inventory. 
The cost of housing is far too high. 
Second: We need to continue to 
look at modernizing/amending 
statutes to enable and 
nurture business growth 
and development. 
Third: We must 
continue to focus on 
policies that support 
working families so we 
can have a healthy and 
balanced workforce.  

Housing: As 
a member of the 
committee that oversees 
housing, this is an issue 
I have been working 
on for the past few years. Simply 
stated, we need more inventory, and 
we need it as quickly as possible. 
Over my first two terms, I worked 
on and helped deliver a significant 
and responsible modernization of 
Act 250. This allows municipalities 
with select designations and 
specific infrastructure to forgo a 
redundant state permitting process 
(and thus) speed up and mitigate the 
cost of development. I also worked 
to implement and fund programs 
that get out-of-code units back up 
to quality standards and fund a 
new program that will buy down 
a portion of the purchase price for 
Vermont residents buying their 
first home. I am very proud to say 
that I worked closely with housing 
organizations and the Governor’s 
team to get these programs and 
policies in place. 

School consolidation: 
Vermonters have a special 

relationship with our schools. They 
are often the foundation of our 
local communities and the building 
blocks of our children’s future. 
When economically feasible, we 
must do all we can to maintain 
these institutions. However, in 
some cases, tough decisions will 
need to be made. This is another 
instance where housing growth 
can help. More homes mean 
an expanded grand list and the 
opportunity for more families to 

enroll their children 
in our districts. I have 
and will continue to 
support alternative 
funding structures by 
shifting some funding 
to income tax to 
relieve property tax 
stress. The legalization 
and taxation of 
recreational activities 
such as sports betting 
is another way we can 
find additional revenue 

for education. 
Environment: Water quality 

is consistently a top concern 
for residents in this area. I am 
very enthused that the upcoming 
municipal investment in the 
Vergennes wastewater system 
is finally in motion. These long 
overdue upgrades will have a real 
impact on the health of the Otter 
Creek, surrounding wetlands, and 
Lake Champlain. Although this is a 
positive step, we must continue to 
focus on our development patterns, 
fragmentation of woodlands, and 
how we manage our agricultural 
landscape. As legislators, we also 
need to stay focused on preparing 
for the impacts of climate change 
as storm patterns are more 
aggressive and summer heatwaves 
are far more intense. We need to be 
diligent in our preparation for what 
is transpiring.   

Health care: My wife and I are 

both independently employed, and 
our current monthly premium is 
almost $500 a month more than 
my first mortgage. Dr. Dynasaur 
is a great program that ensures 
that our state’s children can attain 
the medical care they deserve at a 
reasonable cost. I would support 
the concept of universal primary 
care. Preventative care is key to 
keeping long-term health issues at 
bay and as a result, keeping long-
range high-cost care at a minimum. 
I would also be open to allowing 
more insurance providers into the 
marketplace. 

Agriculture: I have dedicated 
the majority of my 25-year career 
as a chef to the Farm to Table 
movement. Vermont’s agricultural 
heritage is something that is near 
and dear to my heart. We have 
seen wonderful growth in meat 
production, produce, orchards, 
vineyards and more. These efforts 
are a primary reason for our culinary 
sector’s stellar reputation. Dairy 
has proven to be an increasingly 
difficult sector of agriculture to 
be profitable. I believe we need 
to put state dollars and efforts 
towards aid in diversification as 
a broader range of products can 
offset the stress and uncertainty of 
fluctuating commodity markets. 

Candidate’s choice: Childcare 
is an issue I’ve worked on since 
before I was elected. The expansion 
of early childhood education will 
not only jumpstart our children’s 
development but also afford parents 
the stability and consistency to 
continue in the workforce. Lack of 
affordable childcare is one of the 
biggest barriers for many workers. 
We must also help provide better 
wages and benefits for those who 
work in childcare without passing 
the cost onto already strapped 
parents. This should be provided 
through state partnerships and 
subsidies. 

REP. MATT 
BIRONG

Matt Birong, Democrat, Addison-3

JAMES 
MCCLAY

James McClay, Republican, Addison-3
Economy: The current policies, 

which have all been voted into 
place, need to be modified or 
replaced to address and reverse 
the issues, including higher 
taxes, increasing costs of energy, 
housing and education. As well 
as complicated and 
expensive regulations 
which contribute 
to an unpredictable 
environment for new 
and existing businesses 
within the state which 
can offer attractive 
wages to the qualified 
work force. 

Housing: All 
affordable housing 
projects should 
be explored and 
supported by the Legislature. Any 
opportunities to capitalize on loss 
of use or vacant property/facilities 
that are owned by the state should 
be examined as practical locations 
to provide affordable housing, for 
young families especially, to retain 
them in the community, state and 
available local job market. 

School consolidation: Since 
the current education funding 
model has produced sky-rocketing 
costs, this may very well be an 
example of control of that cost 
back to the local level, with a local 

administration of the education 
system. These current expenses 
contribute to the high cost of the 
economy in most all municipalities 
in the state. Consolidation may 
also be the solution in some areas 
to reduce the funding and maintain 

a good quality of 
education based on 
realistic funding. 

E n v i r o n m e n t : 
Vermont has long 
been noted for its 
pristine environment, 
no matter what the 
season. At the top of 
my list would be the 
lakes and waterways. 
In Addison County, 
the farmers have 
taken the lead in 

voluntarily reducing the levels of 
phosphorous in the run-off from 
their agricultural lands. They need 
to be supported by the Legislature, 
not shouldered with restricting 
rules and regulations. 

Health care: To increase the 
availability of medical services 
in the state, those services need 
to be made less costly and less 
complicated for other providers 
to supply services. Most areas 
of the state are serviced by one 
major provider in that area. The 
Legislature should ensure fewer 

complicated regulations for other 
providers to be available there. 

Agriculture: Most of what 
may appear to be, or is referred 
to, as a “subsidy,” is not actually 
— as those funds are recovered 
eventually through loans or 
other programs. Farmers receive 
no more subsidies than other 
businesses. The farmers are the 
stewards of a considerable amount 
of land in the state, maintaining 
that pristine reputation Vermonters 
have enjoyed for hundreds of 
years. The Legislature needs to 
work toward assisting the farmers 
to continue that stewardship of the 
land with rules and regulations 
that are easier to navigate 
and be willing partners in the 
management as needed for their 
geographic location. 

Candidate’s choice: Guns. 
The Second Amendment of the 
Constitution of the United States 
states that: the right of the people 
to keep and bear arms, shall not 
be infringed. Further, Article 16 
of the Constitution of the state of 
Vermont declares that the people 
have a right to bear arms for the 
defense of themselves and the 
state. Pretty factual and clear 
statements in black and white 
print that I totally agree with. 

ROB 
NORTH

LYNN 
DIKE

Robert North, Republican, Addison-3

Lynn Dike, Republican, Addison-4

Economy: Vermont’s economy 
struggles because we have high 
taxes, high energy costs, high 
housing costs, complicated and 
expensive regulations and an 
unpredictable business 
environment. I will 
work across the aisle to: 
1) Negotiate common 
sense legislation 
for affordable 
housing, affordable 
energy and reduce 
expensive government 
bureaucracy; 2) 
Communicate with 
existing businesses 
and develop policies to 
keep them in Vermont 
and attract other large, clean 
companies to invest in Vermont; 
and 3) Incentivize collaborative 
educational opportunities ensuring 
our students are trained for the 
needs of our local businesses. This 
is the #1 issue shared by business 
owners. 

Housing: As I’ve visited well 
over half the homes in our district, 
the #1 issue people raise is the high 
cost of housing. This is causing 
the real “existential problem” 
in Vermont: the existence of the 
working Vermonter. I will address 
this as follows: 1) Reform Act 250 
so it’s faster and more predictable, 
keeping high standards, but 
streamlining the process. 2) 
Restore balance between tenant 
and owner rights, removing current 
legal disincentives to offering 
rental property. 3) Encourage 
development of affordable 
retirement communities enabling 
aging Vermonters to downsize, stay 
in the area, and free up housing for 
younger families.

School consolidation: Root 
causes of high education costs are 
complicated mandates and low 
population densities. Improving 

the economy and housing will 
help both. Vermont’s per-pupil 
costs of $22K/year — 50% more 
than the national average — aren’t 
sustainable long-term. I will 

encourage expansion 
of Vermont’s existing 
p u b l i c / p r i v a t e 
school collaboration 
and school choice 
programs (e.g. 
Vermont’s academies, 
tech Centers, Job 
Corps, preschools) to 
ensure our students 
are trained according 
to their needs, their 
parents’ needs and 
the needs of our 

local businesses, while ensuring 
costs are competitive. I will also 
incentivize retention of the best 
teachers and promote state-level 
facility maintenance to standards.

Environment: Protecting our 
precious lakes and waterways is the 
environmental priority I’ve heard 
from the more than 1,900 homes 
I’ve visited so far. I’ll work with 
farmers, who have already achieved 
97% of the phosphorous reduction 
to date, to continue reducing 
methane and phosphorus. We can 
also stop untreated human waste 
discharge into Lake Champlain 
from overflowing sewage treatment 
plants in Burlington, St. Albans, and 
Vergennes. This is a serious quality 
of life issue as well as an economic 
one. I will stay focused on the local 
solutions to local problems. We 
need to modernize our wastewater 
treatment systems. 

Health care: The root cause of 
high healthcare costs is the same: 
our Legislature has created the most 
onerous and expansive process 
in the country for healthcare 
Certificate of Need (CON). If we 
want a greater supply of affordable 
medical services in Vermont, we 

have to make it less costly and 
complicated for multiple providers 
to supply those services. The UVM 
Medical Center has a monopoly, 
charging whatever it wants. The 
costly and lengthy CON process 
restricts other healthcare providers 
from entering the market and costs 
are passed along to the patient. I 
will reform our Certificate of Need 
laws.

Agriculture: Agriculture is 
an inseparable part of Vermont’s 
soul. Farmers manage significant 
portions of our state’s land, 
giving it the beauty and economic 
productiveness we all enjoy. 
Farmers are active participants in 
the stewardship of our land and 
waters, at their cost, achieving 
97% of the phosphorus reduction 
to date. I will promote systems that 
foster collaboration and sharing 
of best practices amongst farmers 
to set and achieve realistic goals 
for both economic development 
and environmental improvements 
reducing both methane and 
phosphorus. Taxpayer money spent 
to improve the environment, whether 
spent on farms or municipalities, 
supports the common good.

Candidate’s choice: Other 
concerns I’ve heard from the people 
include mental health, opioid crisis 
and childcare. The primary concern 
is how we’re going to stay warm 
this winter with sky-high fuel costs. 
In January, the Legislature will have 
to make a decision on the Climate 
Council’s recommendations to 
increase taxes/fees on heating oil, 
propane, natural gas and kerosene, 
as well as gasoline and diesel motor 
fuels. Both Addison-3 incumbents 
voted to increase taxes on heating 
fuels this past spring and in 2020. 
I believe such taxes are regressive 
and out of touch with reality and 
what most Vermonters can afford 
and need.

Economy: I agree that the 
shortage of workers is a big 
problem. I think the crisis we 
are seeing now is largely due to 
COVID. There have 
been early retirements, 
deaths, and vaccine 
mandates to name a 
few. I guess the first 
thing I would want to 
do is lift the vaccine 
mandates. I would also 
look at the subsidies — 
if workers make over 
a certain amount they 
will lose any assistance 
that they need or have 
gotten used to and 
don’t want to lose, esp. now that 
everything is more expensive.

Housing: I believe that there 
needs to be more balance between 
the regulations that landlords and 
renters have to follow. I have 
heard some horror stories where 
landlords or homeowners who 
have opened up their places get 
badly hurt and there seems to be no 
help for them. (I have a story of my 
own).  Part of the reason rents are 
so high is because of high property 
taxes and high risk.

School consolidation: I like the 
smaller community schools and 
local control. I think that when 
community schools are closed 
it hurts everybody’s quality of 

life.  There are some things more 
important than money! I don’t 
know about the funding part — but 
it seems like what we have is not 

working very well. It 
would also be a good 
idea to look at some 
of the regulations 
surrounding what 
the schools have to 
provide to make sure 
they are necessary.

E n v i r o n m e n t : 
My main concerns 
are water quality and 
decreasing pollution. 
We have made some 
good and necessary 

changes in that area but there is 
still more we can do. I don’t feel 
that increasing taxes on fossil fuels 
is helping anything or anybody, 
except, maybe, those who are 
making money on the “green” 
energy. I would stop this attack 
until we have a reliable, available 
and affordable alternative. I 
appreciate being warm, etc. and 
relying solely on electricity makes 
me nervous.

Health care: I would like to see 
more concentration on preventative 
maintenance. Things like vision, 
hearing and dental care for seniors. 
These are quality of life issues. 
For some reason, the wait to get a 
doctor’s appointment is very long, 

unless you have an emergency. 
The urgent care centers have 
helped with this. I would also like 
to see more conscious protection 
for the medical staff. I also think 
that lifting the vaccine mandates 
and the regulations around covid 
protocol would help.

Agriculture: There is so much 
to say about this issue. I believe 
that the farmers have to get more 
consideration when policies are 
being made. They have been given 
so many regulations and incurred 
so much expense that they can not 
keep up with it all. I have been 
seeing some good things, including 
help from the extension service, 
but I don’t know how much 
personal cost they are bearing for 
these changes.

Candidate’s choice: This is a 
hard choice but I’m choosing child 
care and family. In many ways it 
feels like we have lost the personal 
touch. We went to a “registered” 
“on site” child care home yesterday 
and what we saw was amazing! It 
was obvious that she truly loves 
what she is doing. She doesn’t 
close when the schools are closed 
and she works with the parents to 
meet their needs. What we need is 
more subsidies for parents and good 
wages for the child care providers. 
We can make changes that would 
help everybody concerned.
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Economy: Vermont has a strong 
economy, but when we consider 
where to invest, we should look to 
those areas with unmet needs. For 
example, the construction industry 
is doing well, but could 
be doing even better if 
labor bottlenecks could 
be addressed. During 
the past year, the 
Vermont Legislature 
has invested heavily 
in workforce training, 
career technical 
education as well 
as traditional higher 
education. These 
investments are the key 
to growing our local 
economy, since they can help put 
our young people on career paths 
early on, while connecting them 
with local businesses. If re-elected, 
I’ll continue these efforts. 

Housing: The housing crunch 
in Vermont feels like it’s at an all-
time high. Availability is scarce, so 
prices are up. Additionally, the cost 
of new construction has soared. 
One trend that contributed to this 
situation is increased migration to 
Vermont during covid. Another, 
arguably larger, trend is that of 
homes purchased by non-residents. 
In short, we need more supply! We 
can respond on multiple fronts: 
job training for new workers in the 
construction industry, regulatory 

reforms to make downtown 
development less restrictive, while 
addressing the impact of short-
term rentals on the availability of 
long-term housing. 

S c h o o l 
c o n s o l i d a t i o n : 
Vermont spends 
about ⅓ of its budget 
on public education 
and another ⅓ on 
human services. 
Unfortunately, these 
two areas of state 
government work 
separately, often in 
a “siloed” fashion. 
Additionally, as the 
student population 

has decreased statewide during 
the past decades, we have seen 
an increased rate of emotional 
and behavioral need among our 
students. This means more of our 
school budgets are going to non-
educational needs. This trend has 
to change. We should keep small 
schools open if communities want 
them. And we should shore up 
these small, valuable institutions 
with state-funded human services 
provided under the same roof and 
separate from the school’s budget.

Environment: In the coming 
biennium, I will be focused on 
updates to the Vermont Renewable 
Energy Standard. We need more 
renewable energy in Vermont and 

we need to lean into the ways 
in which renewable projects 
can strengthen our traditional 
construction industry. The 
Renewable Energy Standard that 
was passed in Vermont five years 
ago has not been very successful. 
In fact, the current RES has served 
mostly to dampen renewable 
energy development since it 
contains a de facto moratorium 
on most ground-based solar 
projects. We need to reconsider 
our priorities, placing more value 
on green energy production than 
on the view during our daily 
commutes.

Health care: First and foremost, 
I want Medicaid for all at the federal 
level and I will continue to support 
a D.C. delegation committed to 
that goal. With that said, we have 
important work to do in Vermont as 
well. The time has come to either 
abandon the OneCare experiment, 
or to actually put enough people in 
the system so that it has a chance 
to work. The status quo feels like 
an expensive and fundamentally 
hamstrung effort, due to a low 
census within the all-payer 
system. In Montpelier, I will push 
for increased price transparency 
within our healthcare economy. 

Agriculture: This past 
biennium we passed legislation 
supporting farms in several 

Economy: Thinking long term, 
we can increase our workforce by 
placing an emphasis on vocational 
education.  We could use some 
of the ARPA and infrastructure 
federal funds to do 
this and create real 
incentives for students 
in late middle school 
and early high school 
to become interested in 
the “trades”.  The jobs 
and good incomes are 
there, it’s the employee 
base which is lacking. 
This will in turn spur 
more companies to 
want to grow in V.T. 
and employees which 
want to stay.

Housing: I’d like to create 
incentives for towns to encourage 
re-use of abandoned homes, those 
sold at foreclosure or tax sale.
Many towns have such properties. 
Improving labor force skills can 
assist with higher incomes. Rent 
affordability is a perfect example 
of how Montpelier raising the taxes 
of non-residential property tax not 
affecting the “rich” as much as 
those who can least afford it along 
with the high cost and time of 
regulations along with the broken 
act 250 is adding to the problem. 
I’m grateful Gov. Scott vetoed the 
past act 250 bill which would have 
added even more costs. 

School consolidation: If the 
state continues to consolidate 
schools, it should also open school 
choice so parents and students have 
options.  One key argument to keep 

small schools open is 
parents feel they have 
more input in smaller 
school systems.  I also 
feel the legislature 
and the school boards 
should seek ways to 
involve parents more, 
not less, in school 
policies.  School 
governance has sadly 
become disconnected 
from the consumers 
and funders of Pre K 

through 12 education--the parents 
and taxpayers. Since act 46, costs 
have risen by 11 million, more 
taxes will not fix our problems, just 
exacerbate them. 

Environment: I feel farmers 
have really stepped up to do 
the right things to protect the 
waters.  Vermont has too many 
unmonitored septic systems and 
densely populated communities 
which don’t currently have a 
public wastewater system.

I strongly oppose a carbon 
tax scheme of any kind, the 
“Clean Heat Standard” or the 
Global Warming Solutions Act. 
It’ll have a detrimental impact 
on lower income, working 

Vermonters, small businesses and 
farms.  I also oppose banning 
gas-powered vehicles by 2035 as 
proposed. Currently, California 
has serious issues with energy 
supply due to “green” policies and 
ironically, can’t charge electric 
vehicles due to shortages!

Health care: The Green 
Mountain Care board (taxpayers) 
have spent millions supporting 
staff and paid board members, 
yet the problem persists and not 
produced results. The legislature 
needs to examine why this is 
so and understand why it’s not 
working as promised. It’s past time 
to stop the monopoly of health 
insurance choices and allow more 
opportunities. Putting resources 
where is has the most impact is also 
important such as Addison Home 
Health and Hospice which works 
to give care to Seniors in home, 
thus allowing a higher quality of 
physical and emotional well-being 
for them and at a lower cost. 

Agriculture: No farms, no 
food.  I support farms which 
also maintains our agricultural 
heritage as a matter of pride, 
quality of life and national food 
security.  Farmers have met 
the environmental regulations 
imposed on them over the last 15 
years.  It’s time to stop regulating 
and let them recover.  Most farm 

Economy: Vermont’s population 
continues to grow and is expected to 
for the next few years. This increase 
will help. Economic growth will 
depend on multiple factors — 
affordable housing, access to higher 
education including skilled trades, 
access to childcare/early childhood 
education, and broadband 
expansion. The Legislature has 
made significant progress on all of 
these issues during the past four 
years. We must continue with these 
investments while evaluating their 
impact and effectiveness. We must 
increase the progressivity of our 
state revenue systems, including 
funding public education to make 
sure high income residents and very 
large businesses are investing their 
fair share.

Housing: We not only need to 
continue to increase the number of 
housing units available, but we must 

also ensure housing is affordable. 
We have invested nearly $400 
million in state and federal dollars 
during the past few years for shelter 
enhancement, construction of more 
than 1,000 units of low/middle 
income housing, repair of rental 
properties, addition of accessory 
dwellings, and to provide down-
payment grants for first-generation 
homebuyers. This biennium, we 
must address any additional factors 
that contributed to the dramatic 
increase in housing costs.  It will be 
important to also enhance access to 
skilled trade education.

School consolidation: 
Vermont’s education funding 
system is unnecessarily complex, 
not necessarily equitable, and 
favors those with high incomes. 
The value of one’s house is often 
not directly correlated to the ability 
to pay property taxes. This is why I 

introduced legislation to eliminate 
the homestead property tax and 
replace it with a resident education 
tax. In addition, the 
largest increase of 
education cost is 
caused by something 
towns, school districts 
and property owners 
have no control over: 
the cost of health 
insurance. Schools are 
integral to the fabric of 
small towns and should 
be maintained when 
feasible.

Environment: I 
introduced and passed legislation 
that improved protection of 
Vermont’s wetlands. I support 
legislation to ease state regulation 
to promote community growth 
in town centers while protecting 
forest and wildlife corridors as 

much as possible. I am a champion 
on addressing climate change 
with a focus on community led 

engagement and equity.
Health care: I 

continue to believe 
that the best approach 
to healthcare is 
through a universal, 
publicly funded system 
through our federal 
government. In order 
to decrease cost and 
improve quality of 
healthcare and health 
insurance, I would 
support Vermont 

universal primary care and other 
state programs that move Vermont 
away from systems with exorbitant 
administrative costs and little 
accountability. I introduced and 
passed a pharmacy bill that will 
protect residents of Vermont as 

well as our independent pharmacies 
from the unchecked power of 
vertically integrated insurance 
companies.

Agriculture: As a former organic 
vegetable farmer, I know how vital 
farms are to our state and how hard a 
job it is. I continue to support local, 
county and state programs that assist 
farmers with regenerative farming 
practices, grants/loans, opportunities 
for training and education, and 
marketing supports. I also believe 
it’s important to assist farmers 
feeling the impact of a shifting 
agricultural economy by providing 
transition or diversification support. 
Most importantly, farmers and food 
producers must be at the lead in 
policy making about their profession.

Candidate’s choice: My 
leadership style has developed 
from years of experience as a 
front-line nurse as well as years 

of meditation practice. I’m 
compassionate and strong, with 
well-honed practices of engaging 
with others to solve problems. In 
my life, I have had the blessing 
of working with and befriending a 
very diverse group of people. I am 
very concerned about the current 
level of intolerance and at times 
hatred toward others and their 
human rights, particularly with 
regard to race, gender and sexual 
orientation. I will continue to work 
together to fight to protect human 
rights and commit to examining 
how my own bias impacts others. I 
believe that we as a community are 
called to this very consequential 
opportunity as a responsibility. 
Consequential, because there 
are outcomes to action as well 
as inaction. In gratitude, I fully 
commit to choosing action, for the 
benefit of all, with all of you.

REP. CALEB 
ELDER

VALERIE 
MULLIN

REP. MARI 
CORDES

Caleb Elder, Democrat, Addison-4 Valerie Mullin, Republican, Addison-4

Mari Cordes, Democrat, Addison-4
(See Elder, Page 12) (See Mullin, Page 12)
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Economy: Encourage the 
formation of additional trade/tech 
schools coupled with incentives for 
successful completion/graduation. 
Reduce regulations on businesses 
which discourage expansion.  
Dramatically reduce job related 
licensing fees for startups.  For 
example a CDL fee of $4K +/- for 
straight trucks, $6.5K 
for semis keeps many 
potential operators out 
of this job market.

Housing: Follow 
the money of what 
forced housing prices 
and apartment rents to 
skyrocket & work to 
correct those factors.  
The state cannot 
MAKE housing more 
affordable, but a free 
market will.  Builders are not going 
to increase the supply without 
potential owner/renters to occupy 
the units.  An excess of units will 
force a price reduction by builders 
if that means empty units.

“Helping” people afford existing 
housing sounds like an additional 
tax increase in the works that I 
would find hard to support.

School consolidation: The 
“value” of our schools lies in the 
education received by the students 
that prepares them for careers 
and for responsible citizenship. 
The cost for funding primary and 
secondary schools should be based 
on total household income applied 
against a sliding scale which would 
be more equitable than one based 
on property value.  

Administrative costs are out of 
control due to an excessive number 
of supervisors and associated 
administrative staff.  I would 
support increasing an emphasis on 
the three r’s, with a corresponding 
decrease in emphasis on social 
issues.

I believe Vermont has done a poor 
job of managing the 
rising per-pupil cost.  
We spend significantly 
more than other states 
per-pupil; perhaps we 
should determine why 
that is! 

E n v i r o n m e n t : 
Water quality focus 
because it is so 
important to our overall 
health.

The climate has been 
changing since time began.  Our 
efforts should be directed towards 
doing what we can to lessen 
man kinds impact on the climate 
without expecting to significantly 
alter it immediately.

Protect open land by restricting 
renewable energy projects such as 
fields of solar panels.  Provide tax 
incentives for keeping land open 
and undeveloped.

Health care: Place increased 
emphasis on preventive care 
followed by medical care.  Provide 
financial (reduced costs) reward for 
being more responsible for oneself.  
Examples: Non-smokers, drinkers, 
lessened obesity, etc.

I would support a plan that 
allows setting aside a portion of 
income, tax free that would be 

utilized for medical expenses.
Single payer medical plans do 

not work and I don’t think they can 
be successfully changed to do so. 

Agriculture: Many Vermont 
farms are currently diversifying 
to grow cash crops, for example 
grains, or cheese in addition to 
or in place of milk production.  
Reducing burdensome restrictions 
placed on farmers would certainly 
help their bottom line.  Most other 
small businesses do not produce 
food for us to eat.  And we need to 
retain that capability.  I think that 
the majority of farmers recognize 
the importance of good stewardship 
of the land they farm as that largely 
determines their farms profitability 
and life.

Like other businesses some 
farms prevail better than others 
because of better business plans 
and work ethics.  Help the stronger 
farms prosper and grow.

Candidate’s choice: I think that 
the greatest threat to our democracy 
is the seemingly constant attack 
on our U.S. Constitution!  Our 
founding fathers were amazing 
and forged the Constitution to be a 
lasting document that would serve 
our nation in good stead. It was 
also, in my opinion, meant to be 
understood and interpreted by the 
average citizen.

It would be good to remember 
that we are Americans and strive 
to work together toward a common 
good.

Economy: I will bring workers 
and small business owners together 
to find creative solutions that 
work for everyone and protect 
our downtowns and Main Streets. 
In our response to the climate 
crisis, we can create new jobs and 
promote economic development. 
Fossil fuels direct $0.75 on the 
dollar outside of our 
state. By investing 
in electric vehicles, 
public transportation, 
w e a t h e r i z a t i o n , 
building energy-
efficient affordable 
housing, and increasing 
renewable energy 
sources, we not only 
create thousands of 
good paying jobs, we 
keep more money in 
our state, boosting our 
economy.

Housing: We have rental units 
right here in Addison County that 
have or soon will go offline due to 
issues with habitability while most 
of the COVID related funding was 
funneled towards creating new 
buildings. There are homeowners 
watching their homes fall apart 
because they can’t afford to repair 
them, but just miss qualifying 
for home repair programs meant 
for low-income households. This 
next biennium I would focus 
on programs to repair existing 
housing stock for both low- and 
middle-income Vermonters and 
an expansion of income limits for 
these types of programs to help 
ensure our workers can afford to 
stay here. 

School consolidation: Small 
schools are the center of their 
community, and they are a huge 
motivator if we are committed to 

attracting families to Vermont. I 
would like to see us change how 
we view and use our schools so that 
they are true community centers. 
By providing services like medical 
clinics, teeth cleanings, mental 
health support and counseling, 
satellite clinics with local service 
agencies, community meals, 

and social activities 
in the off hours, we 
can tap into multiple 
funding sources to 
make maintenance and 
operations sustainable. 
We also create strong 
communities where our 
seniors, our children, 
and all residents thrive.

E n v i r o n m e n t : 
We can reduce our 
carbon emissions 
by re-imagining our 

transportation system. I will 
explore ways to improve our 
public transportation options 
and increase access to and 
affordability of electric vehicles 
for all Vermonters. I will support 
“Green New Deal” policy that 
achieves carbon reduction while 
also addressing economic, social, 
and racial disparities through 
community-based solutions and 
working across state lines with 
others in our region to achieve 
the best possible outcomes. Clean 
water is also a huge priority for me,  
it is a matter of health & safety, but 
it is also essential to the future of 
our economy.

Health care: In my work, I see 
the negative outcomes of our broken 
health care system daily. There are 
too many Vermonters who lack 
access to quality healthcare that 
is affordable. The pandemic made 
clear that health care should not 

be tied to employment and getting 
sick should not lead to financial 
hardship or bankruptcy.

In a small state it is difficult to 
enact full Medicare for All, but 
we can work in that direction by 
starting with universal primary 
care. We must slow increasing 
premiums, lower prescription drug 
costs, and keep insurance providers 
accountable in how money is 
being spent, by leveraging state 
regulatory measures. 

Agriculture: I know that our 
farmers have been personally 
feeling the effects of climate 
change. With endless rains last 
summer and then a drought for 
most of the summer, this is our 
new norm if we don’t take action 
soon. We should be helping them 
move to sustainable farming 
methods like diversification and 
soil regeneration. If done correctly, 
we can continue to boost our 
local economies and bolster our 
communities simultaneously. 
Farming is our heritage; we must 
invest in helping them transition.

Candidate’s choice: Vermont’s 
population is aging, and our young 
adults and families are struggling 
to make ends meet. 

We must enact a robust paid 
family and medical leave program 
for all workers, as well as increase 
access to high quality, affordable 
child-care. We need to support our 
seniors, bring services into rural 
communities and improve quality 
of life, while also making sure 
they have affordable long-term 
care options. This is how we will 
retain our youth and our young 
families, and this is how we will 
get people to relocate permanently 
to Vermont.Economy: I believe that 

Vermont’s housing and affordability 
crises are holding our economy 
back. People are turning down jobs 
because they can’t find a place to 
live, and people who have lived 
here for generations 
are leaving because 
institutional buyers are 
buying up homes and 
jacking up the rent. If 
people who work here 
can’t afford to live 
here, our economy will 
crumble. Our focus 
should entirely be on 
supporting the working 
people of Vermont.

Housing: We can no 
longer take a piecemeal 
approach to the housing crisis. This 
is a full blown, 5 alarm fire, and 
we need to do everything we can 
to make it affordable to live and 
work here. Building more housing 
must be part of the solution, but we 
must do so in a way that respects 
Vermont’s values. Let’s revitalize 
our villages by encouraging 
compact development, and build 
new housing using modern, energy 
efficient methods that help us do 
our part against climate change. 

School consolidation: The 
movement towards closing 
elementary schools against the 
will of a community is entirely 
wrongheaded. No community 
should have its elementary school 
closed without an affirmative vote 
from that community after they 
are presented with the financial 

and educational realities of 
school closure. Our children and 
our communities benefit from 
having small elementary schools 
close to home. It promotes parent 
involvement, bolsters the economy 

of our villages, and 
keeps our communities 
vibrant. Communities 
who have lost their 
schools should be able 
to petition to have them 
reopened. It’s time we 
let our communities 
control the destinies of 
their schools.

E n v i r o n m e n t : 
We must address the 
existential crisis of 
climate change to save 

ourselves and the natural world 
around us. I believe the most 
important thing we could do in 
the short term is make solar power 
and heat pumps easily affordable 
to everyone so Vermonters can 
stop burning fossil fuels. Right 
now, affording the switchover 
is too much of a stretch for most 
people. We need bigger incentives 
immediately so we can produce our 
own energy and heat our homes 
more affordably while helping to 
save the planet.

Health care: Two things we can 
address right now are the medical 
debt crisis and universal primary 
care. I was very happy to see H. 
287 passed in the last session, but 
I want to be sure those who were 
taken advantage of by bad billing 
and insurance practices aren’t left 

behind. Universal primary care 
will ensure everyone has access 
to a doctor no matter their ability 
to pay. More work on both these 
issues will go a long way to making 
health care more affordable to 
everyone.

Agriculture: Farming is not 
only central to Vermont’s history, it 
is central to the day to day rhythm 
of our communities. But farms are 
also businesses, so anything we do 
to support our business sector will 
support our farms. For agriculture 
practices, I intend to listen to my 
neighbors who are active farmers 
and take the lead from them. 
But from a business perspective, 
anything we do to make Vermont 
more affordable for those who 
work and build businesses here 
will help our farmers make ends 
meet.

Candidate’s choice: When 
someone is charged with a crime 
they have the right to an attorney, 
even if they can’t afford one. 
But when they’re sued in our 
civil courts — evicted, maybe, 
or blamed for a debt that isn’t 
theirs — they can end up out of 
their home and financially ruined 
without any help. Let’s make 
Vermont more affordable by 
making sure people have the tools 
to defend themselves when sued. 
Three solutions to this issue: 1) 
more funding to Legal Aid, 2) a 
“user-friendly” court system that 
anyone can understand, and 3) 
teach civics and court procedures 
in high school.

Joe Andriano, Democrat, Addison-Rutland

Jon Christiano, Republican, Addison-5 Jubilee McGill, Democrat, Addison-5

JON 
CHRISTIANO JUBILEE 

MCGILL

Democrats
(Continued from Page 1)

Housing
(Continued from Page 1)

experiencing homelessness. The federally 
funded project is set to run out of money 
in March.

“The administration is not putting forth 
any major plans to provide temporary 
housing other than the hotels, and unless 
they buy those hotels, it’s just a black 
hole,” Maier said.

But in an interview this week 
with VtDigger, Scott said his 
administration has been looking at creative 
solutions. It’s partnering with Burlington 
on the pod shelter pilot, he said, and has 
investigated the possibility of using empty 
dorms to provide housing to refugees. That 
effort faces a litany of obstacles, he said, 
including money and renovations to bring 
units up to code.

“It’s not as easy as it might seem,” he 
said.

Scott has also argued that his 
administration has done its best to ramp 
down federal assistance in a way that 
protects the most vulnerable. And he cast 
doubt on concerns that “mass evictions” 
were on the horizon.

“I don’t see that it’s going to be an issue 
this winter, especially with our eviction 
laws. I don’t believe you can evict during 
the winter,” he said.

No such policy exists. Landlords can and 
do evict tenants year-round in Vermont. 
Rebecca Plummer, a staff attorney at 
Vermont Legal Aid, which provides legal 
services to low-income people, wrote in an 
email to VTDigger that it was “shocking 

that the Administration’s housing policy 
seems to be based on a myth.”

About 150 Vermont households are 
evicted by the courts every month, Plummer 
continued, adding that court evictions are 
“the tip of the iceberg,” since many tenants 
who receive termination notices leave 
before a landlord takes them to court.

Tori Biondolillo, Scott’s campaign 
manager, later acknowledged in an email 
that evictions “can happen in Vermont in 
the winter,” but said that, “in some cases, 
judges have discretion and choose not to.”

“In general, the eviction process in 
Vermont is very lengthy and can sometimes 
take up to a year,” she added.
PROPERTY RIGHTS

Siegel has been in the public eye for years, 
advocating for drug policy reform and 
twice running unsuccessfully for statewide 
office. But she is perhaps best known for 
an act of protest she staged last year, when 
she and Josh Lisenby, a friend who was 
experiencing homelessness at the time, 
camped out on the Statehouse steps for 27 
days to pressure the Scott administration 
to fully reinstate a pandemic-era motel 
program housing the homeless population. 
It largely appeared to work, although Scott 
insists Siegel’s “stunt,” as his surrogate has 
called it, did not factor into his decision. 

Like most of her activism, Siegel’s 
work on housing is informed by personal 
experience: the Democrat talks openly and 
often about having relied on public benefit 
programs, including Section 8 housing 
vouchers, at various points throughout 

her life. Asked in a recent VTDigger 
debate when the gubernatorial candidates 
had last lived in rental housing, Scott 
paused before pegging it at “probably” 35 
years ago. Siegel did not hesitate before 
answering with a smile: “Right now.”

Siegel and Scott perhaps diverge most 
sharply where regulation and tenant 
protections are concerned. Siegel supports 
rent control, stricter regulations on short-
term rentals, and a just-cause eviction 
standard, which would ban the practice 
of evicting tenants or terminating leases 
without stating a reason.

Scott, on the other hand — a moderate 
with a pronounced libertarian streak — has 
consistently opposed proposals that he 
believes infringe on private property rights.

“It’s not government’s role to determine 
what you do with your own property,” 
Scott said this week.

Besides, the governor argued, what 
Vermont needs is not rent control — it 
is more housing. “There’s nothing like 
flooding the market with housing stock to 
reduce the cost,” he said.

To that end, Scott returned to familiar 
culprits: permitting, zoning and Act 250, 
Vermont’s landmark land-use law. The 
state’s regulatory thicket continues to 
inhibit desperately needed growth, he 
argued, echoing legions of for- and non-
profit developers alike.

Scott for years has pushed lawmakers 
to make significant changes to Act 
250 in order to make outcomes more 
predictable for builders, although his most 

ambitious pitches have consistently fallen 
prey to squabbles with the Legislature. 
Still, modest reforms were passed into law 
last session.

But many of the impediments to building 
also come from municipal zoning rules — 
not state regulations. Developers frequently 
cite parking minimums, allowable uses, 
or density restrictions, to name a few 
obstacles. Scott freely acknowledges that 
those are a problem, although he’s much 
vaguer about the changes he’d like to see, 
or how to get there.

“I think we need to have that 
conversation. But whatever we do, across 
the board — that’s why I’m suggesting that 
the Vermont League of Cities and Towns 
needs to be at the table — whatever we do 
should be consistent,” he said.

‘THE DEMAND IS THERE’
Housing experts and nonprofit builders 

say the state’s recent investments in 
affordable housing money are both 
welcome and overdue. But new 
construction in Vermont has been on the 
decline for decades, and they argue yet 
more will be needed.

An oft-cited report released by the 
Vermont Housing Finance Agency in 2020 
estimated that Vermont would need just 
shy of 6,000 new homes and apartments 
by 2025. But that report was written before 
Covid-19 made remote work so ubiquitous, 
and new urban transplants flocked to the 
state. Factoring in the domestic migration 
into Vermont during the pandemic, Seelig, 
of the Vermont Housing and Conservation 

Board, now guesses that the state will need 
to build far more.

“We’d love to see another 10,000 homes 
in Vermont of various types,” he said. “The 
demand is there.”

Chris Donnelly, community relations 
director at the Champlain Housing Trust, 
said he expects nonprofit affordable 
housing developers like his to push the state 
to put part of this year’s surplus toward 
more one-time housing investments.

But builders of affordable housing also 
want more ongoing funding. And by law, 
they’re already entitled to it.

State statute says that the Vermont 
Housing and Conservation Board, an 
independent agency established by the 
Legislature in 1987, should be getting 49% 
of all revenues from the state’s property 
transfer tax. But for basically as long as that 
rule has been on the books, successions of 
Legislatures and governors — Democrats 
and Republicans alike — have ignored 
it, cannibalizing large shares back into 
Vermont’s general fund.

Donnelly referenced an analysis that 
showed the housing board would have 
received an additional $65 million between 
2011 and 2022 if the state had followed its 
own rule.

“If we want to get on a sustainable path, 
then that’s the way to do it — to return to 
that formula,” he said.

Siegel and Scott, who don’t frequently 
agree about money, agreed on that point. 
Yes, both said: The state should give the 
agency its due.

look out for each other.” 
“I am running for Attorney 

General,” she continued, “because 
Vermont is at a critical moment. 
Reproductive rights, global 
warming, safer gun laws, and 
internet safety are on the line. 
Vermont needs a leader with the 
experience to meet this moment. As 
Attorney General, I will be ready to 
lead on Day 1.” Readers can find 
more information on her website at 
CharityForVermont.com.

Tagliavia, 59, of Corinth, did not 
respond to the VtDigger candidate 
questions, but did answer three 
brief questions in the Seven Days
Election Guide concerning how 
he would improve public safety, 
ensure accountability of law 
enforcement officials and protect 
Vermonters’ civil rights, which 
Clark also answered. Tagliavia 
does not list a campaign website. 

STATE TREASURER
Democrat Mike Pieciak

vs
Republican H. Brooke Paige

A resident of Winooski, Mike 
Pieciak, 39, notes in his bio for 
VtDigger that he grew up in 
Brattleboro, returned to Vermont 

after law school and served as the 
Commissioner of the Department 
of Financial Regulation, “where 
he recouped millions of dollars for 
taxpayers and worked to protect 
consumers from financial harm.” 

With the outbreak of the COVID 
pandemic, Gov. Phil Scott asked 
Pieciak to help lead Vermont’s 
COVID-19 response as the state’s 
chief data and modeling expert 
— and was a familiar face at the 
governor’s weekly COVID updates 
throughout the spring of 2020 and 
throughout much of 2021. Pieciak 
lives with his partner, Will, and 
their English setter, Jetty. More 
information can be found at his 
website, MikeForVermont.com. 

See info above in the Sec. of 
State race for Republican H. 
Brooke Paige. 

STATE AUDITOR OF 
ACCOUNTS

Democrat Doug Hoffer, Dem/
Prog

Vs.
Republican Richard “Rick” 

Morton

Doug Hoffer,71, was first elected 
State Auditor in 2012. He was 
raised in Norwalk, Conn., but 
has also lived in the Berkshires, 

Central Florida, Baltimore and 
Los Angeles. Hoffer was educated 
at Williams College (B.A.) and 
SUNY Buffalo School of Law 
(J.D., Magna Cum Laude). He 
came to Vermont in 1988 to work 
in Burlington’s Community & 
Economic Development Office. 
He left City Hall in 1993 and was 
a self-employed policy analyst 
for 19 years. Over the years, 
Doug provided considerable 
pro bono policy guidance to 
legislators dealing with economic 
development and related tax policy 
before eventually running for 
the State Auditor’s office. More 
info can be found at his website 
HofferForAuditor.com.

Republican Rick Morton, 74, a 
resident of Bratttleboro, chose not 
to answer Vt.Digger’s candidate 
questions or submit a bio. A retired 
bank compliance security officer 
and a part-time chaplain at an 
assisted living facility, Morton 
did provide two short answers 
to questions in the Seven Days 
Election Guide, which Hoffer 
also answered. More info can 
be found at Morton’s campaign 
website, Morton4VT.com. Morton 
is also running for State Senate in 
Windham County.

JOE 
ANDRIANO
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Economy: Small, local 
businesses form the heart of our 
healthy economy. And for them to 
succeed, they need reliable, trained 
employees. 

For this reason, all the major 
bills developed during 
my eight years as 
chair of Senate Natural 
Resources and Energy 
actively and explicitly 
support training for 
workers — both new 
workers and existing 
workers who wish to 
improve their skills 
and pay.

As a result, Vermont 
has added over 27,000 
jobs during my time in 
offi ce, many with good 
wages and benefi ts. If re-elected, I 
will introduce a Strategic Trades 
and Professions bill to continue 
such economic growth across all 
sectors of the economy.  

Housing: During my time 
in offi ce, Vermont has made 
record investments (totaling 
approximately $300 million) in 
the development of more and 
better housing. In addition, my 
committee has supported this work 
by streamlining planning laws, 
including Act 250, to support the 
timely creation of more housing 
in smart growth locations, such as 
existing downtowns and village 
centers. This enables us to develop 
housing without destroying 
the green fi elds and woods that 
surround so many Vermont towns. 

In addition, we have supported 
energy effi ciency features for these 
new homes so that they are more 
affordable to own and operate. 

School consolidation: The 
right to an education in Vermont 
is constitutional, so we must 
ensure that we’re providing a 
program that is of equal quality 
regardless of the student’s 
location. Depending on the school, 
it may or may not be in the best 
interest of a school’s students to 
remain open. Further complicating 

this analysis are the competing 
thoughts and feelings of residents 
impacted by any proposed change. 
This level of participation makes 
sense and needs to be supported, as 
schools remain the heart of many 

communities on many 
levels.

To keep our focus 
on the quality of 
education, rather than 
the cost to a town of 
keeping their school, 
we need to consider 
shifting school funding 
from taxing property to 
taxing income. 

Environment: The 
clear and pressing 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
challenge of our day 

is climate change, which damages 
the health and well-being of all 
living creatures every day. Climate 
change is also jeopardizing the 
future well-being of our children 
and grandchildren, to whom 
we have an obligation to act 
responsibly. 

Every environmental and energy 
bill in the last eight years has 
either originated in my committee, 
or we led the Senate’s work. We 
have tackled climate change, clean 
water, and plastics, and we’ve cut 
our exposure to toxic chemicals. 
We have also led on programs to 
save Vermonters money, such as 
weatherization for 90,000 more 
homes. 

Health care: The cost of health 
care insurance is rising 3.5 times 
faster than wages; for example, 
from 2013 to 2020, while Vermont 
worker wages rose an average of 
18.6%, the cost of premiums at Blue 
Cross/Blue Shield of Vermont rose 
65.6%. This growing affordability 
gap results in more Vermonters 
either not purchasing insurance 
at all, or in purchasing insurance 
with very high deductibles (e.g. 
$10,000). As a result, patients are 
fi nancially discouraged from visits 
to physicians and hospitals in all 
but the most urgent situations — 

and urgent care is one of the most 
costly ways of delivering health 
care. 

We KNOW that timely primary 
care saves not just money, but also 
saves lives and preserves health. 
Therefore, I will introduce a bill 
this session to create universal 
primary care.

Agriculture: Agriculture, 
and its fi rst cousin, forestry, are 
responsible for the beautiful green 
landscape we have counted on for 
generations. In my 14 years in 
the legislature, I have supported 
both, including helping these 
operations diversify and become 
less dependent on low-price 
commodity markets. I created the 
Vermont Farm to Plate program, 
which has added approximately 
7,700 food and agriculture jobs 
and over $400 million to Vermont’s 
annual economy.

This evolution of Vermont 
food and agriculture operations is 
leading to more fresh whole foods 
being produced and consumed in 
Vermont, improved health, new 
jobs and wages, and the increased 
use of more environmentally 
friendly practices. 

Candidate’s choice: 
Community And Democracy 

The key to a healthy democracy 
is broad citizen involvement so 
that the best thinking is shared and 
used to shape the state’s programs 
to support essential services 
across the lives of Vermonters — 
from free and fair elections, and 
quality childcare and education, 
to employee training, supports 
for citizens who have stumbled, 
affordable housing, tackling 
climate change, and addressing 
toxins in our water and air. 

Through my committee’s work 
on Environmental Justice and 
more, we are helping Vermont 
walk the walk: bringing together 
citizens with opposing points of 
view to craft balanced, tolerant 
solutions that work for the entire 
community.

Christopher Bray, Democrat, State Senate

Ruth Hardy, Democrat, State Senate
Economy: The Vermont 

economy is generally strong, 
in large part because of the 
persistent legislative focus on 
pandemic recovery for businesses, 
community organizations, and 
families. As federal 
funding wanes, we may 
need to shift strategies, 
but I’m confi dent 
that our support for 
workforce training, 
business development, 
and creative economy 
initiatives will pay off. 
In addition, we’ll need 
to increase support 
for families so parents 
and caregivers can 
re-enter or remain in 
the workforce. Increased funding 
to build childcare capacity, quality, 
and affordability, and the creation 
of a paid family leave program 
are crucial for a strong Vermont 
economy.

Housing: This past session, 
we invested over $100 million in 
programs to target the housing 
shortage from several angles 
— construction, renovations, 

workforce, rentals, home 
ownership, weatherization. In 
part, it will take time for these 
programs to have an impact 
because building and renovating 
housing takes time. However, (we) 

also need to increase 
focus on supportive 
housing programs 
for Vermonters who 
need mental health 
or substance use 
treatment, disability 
assistance, or 
community re-entry 
support. We also must 
include tax policy 
reform to ensure 
that second-home 
and short-term rental 

owners are paying their fair share 
to abate the housing shortage for 
Vermonters.

School consolidation: It’s 
clear that communities value 
their schools and that school 
boards are striving to provide a 
quality education and maintain 
collaborative, multi-town 
school districts which improve 
opportunities for students and 

moderate per pupil costs. I have 
led efforts to update our school 
funding formula to direct more 
resources to school districts with 
students in poverty, ELL students, 
and rural schools. I have advocated 
to move our school funding system 
to a mostly income-tax-funded 
system, which would enable more 
Vermonters to afford education 
taxes and stay in their homes. We 
need to stop public funding of 
private schools through vouchers 
and instead support public schools.

Environment: Next session 
I hope to return to the Finance 
Committee to work on updating 
Vermont’s renewable energy 
standard (RES). As more systems 
convert to electricity, we need to 
increasingly generate and store 
electricity locally, and ensure 
that regional energy sources are 
renewable and low-impact. I have 
been working with legislators 
during this off-session to learn 
more about our current RES system 
and options for improvement. The 
Governor vetoed several critical 
environmental bills last session, so 

(See Hardy, Page 9)

ADDISON COUNTY — The 
Legislature rejiggered Vermont 
House and Senate districts a 
little bit after the 2020 Census. 
Most residents in this part of the 
Green Mountain State are in the 
same legislative districts they 
were in for the last election. 

But that’s not true for all of 
our readers.

Here is a rough outline of 
our districts, with a * marking 
districts that have changed.

*Addison Senate District
is represented by two state 
senators who represent at 23 
towns in Addison County plus 
Huntington, Buel’s Gore and 
Rochester.

*Addison-1, a two-seat district 
in the Vermont House that covers 
most of the town of Middlebury, 
except a portion that includes 
the west side of Route 7 to Main 

Street, Elm Street, Seymour 
Street, the Marble Works, the 
west side of Main Street and the 
north side of Weybridge Street. 
All of that carveout was put in 
the Addison-5 district.

*Addison-2, a single-seat 
district that includes Cornwall, 
Goshen, Leicester, Ripton and 
Salisbury. Hancock is no longer 
in Addison-2.

*Addison-3, a two-seat district 
including the communities 
of Vergennes, Ferrisburgh, 
Addison, Panton and Waltham 
and a new slice of New Haven 
that is north of Lime Kiln Road, 
west of Route 7 and north of the 
New Haven River. 

Addison-4, a two-seat district 
including Bristol, Lincoln, 
Monkton and Starksboro.

*Addison-5, a single-seat 
district that encompasses 

Bridport and Weybridge, 
most of New Haven (minus 
the northwesterly part put in 
Addison-3, and a northwest 
carve-out of Middlebury as 
described above in Addison-1.

*Addison-Rutland, a one-
seat district that includes Orwell, 
Shoreham, Whiting, Hubbardton 
and Sudbury.

* Windsor-Addison, a 
one-seat district that includes 
Hancock, Rochester, Bethel and 
Stockbridge.

O r a n g e - W a s h i n g t o n -
Addison, a one-seat district that 
includes Granville, Roxbury, 
Brookfi eld, Randolph and 
Braintree.

For a more precise description 
of the Vermont House district 
boundaries, head online to the 
Secretary of State’s website at: 
tinyurl.com/VtHouseLines.

Local districts for Vt. House and Senate 
are slightly different for 2022 election

VOTE!Engage in your community.

VOTE ON OR BEFORE NOV. 8 2022

SEN. 
CHRISTOPHER 

BRAY

SEN. RUTH 
HARDY
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Economy: The economy is 
not just about making money or 
growth in more population. When 
we put quality of life first we 
discover others come to live and 
experience our Green Mountain 
State. We need to allow our visitors, 
like for so many years before 
us, to not be shoved into what 
other states call Tourist Industry. 
Vermonters are not interested in 
“DISNEYMONT!” Our Addison 
economy will see a huge boom 
in a new agriCULTURE (not 
agri-business or farming industry) 
The East Coast populations will 
be hammering at our door to grow 
food as climate issues create a 
need for regional farming.

Housing: Housing in Addison 
County will need to respond 
to our soon-to-be boom in 
agriCULTURE. We have too much 
push by statewide non-profits 
trying to urbanize us all. We’ll 
need new rural villages for the 
many involved in this new regional 
farming community. Vermont can 
aid Addison County to help our 
young farmers with their dreams of 
owning a small two-acre farmstead. 
Instead of driving land prices out 

of their reach, now forcing many 
to leave their farming hopes. We’ll 
also need smart building education 
and good old barn raising parties. 
Meaning energy smart, small 
home building efforts 
using local building 
materials. While 
building, the state can 
aid with a one-year 
portable small home 
loaner. This is how we 
grow a proud Vermont.

School
c o n s o l i d a t i o n : 

Consolidation is the 
Wrong direction for 
Addison County 
farming future. We 
don’t need to endanger 
our children with unnecessary 
road traveling. Which leads to lost 
learning time and good old play 
time.

We all get it, better education 
now using the tools of the internet. 

Bringing more educators to 
more students, an equalizer for all.

Allowing for much smaller 
physical learning centers which 
will solve this consolidation mess! 
Taxpayers understand that the big 

cost problem is the supervisory 
unions in the state. Now for Sports 
and the Arts, these need to be 
outsourced and not the taxpayers’ 
responsibility. 

Parents in need may 
apply to grants from 
a pool of statewide 
taxpayers feeling 
they can afford more 
support for these 
activities.

E n v i r o n m e n t : 
The environment of 
Addison County is 
a very small piece 
of a much bigger 
humanitarian issue 
on this changing new 
planet, EARTH. Do 

we work collectively to do better 
OR do we commit to collective 
suicide for all life as we now 
know it. So it’s not what I’ll do 
as a lawmaker, it’s what you’ll do 
as my neighbor. Laws and taxes 
will only delay the emergency 
action of us all to respond. We can 
hide our heads in the sand like so 
many before us, who believed the 
world was flat and the center of 
the cosmos. Those humans who 

have traveled to space understand 
this paradise planet we steward. 
Vermont needs to revisit it’s 
1930s agreement with the USFS, 
our Green Mts. We need at least a 
five-year moratorium on all forms 
of development to understand 
better the science of : “do not 
touch, take shoes off and walk In.” 
Many non-profit profiteers are 
overwhelming us creating their 
DISNEYMONT, just a fact!

Health care: Health care 
is a no brainer; a healthier 
agriCULTURE, better health for 
all. A happier public understanding 
their work life balance with their 
true personal drive will go a long 
way toward a healthy Vermont life 
for all of us. We get it, if you’re 
down and needing your fellow 
citizens for help with medical care 
and recovery time, we’ll do it! 
This democracy cares about your 
well-being (HealthCULTURE). 
The issue is the Health industry 
shoving way too much down 
our throats. We the people need 
to drive our health system, not 
greedy get-rich guys! Science 
research is grand but when the 
world was flat we understood the 

herbalists’ knowledge for healing 
health which goes a long ways 
today. Got to know your past to 
know your future, as a great past 
human healer spoke of.

Agriculture: As your future 
lawmaker, first thing would be 
STAY OUT of the way of our 
Addison County farmers! I would 
want them to come to the table 
and agree on the path to our new 
future. Will farming be returning 
to its cultural roots, with a strong 
soil understanding that the 
healthiest soil makes the happiest 
farmers? 

You ask is there a limit that 
the general public may want to 
subsidize (aid) our future food 
systems? It’s the MOST important 
Vermont issue we have and if aid 
is needed we will! Aid may come 
not only in the form of dollars, but 
possible like in the 1930s younger 
folks (boys and men then) joined 
the CCC nationally. Young womyn 
and men may discover joy in hard 
work, seeing a new future, and 
gaining knowledge for a lifetime.

Candidate’s choice: First 
I want to thank the Addison 
Independent for reporting on our 

working democracy. As you can 
see from reading my replies and 
watching the debate of Sept. 22 
(mediafactory.org/live), I do have 
HOPE and the drive to be your 
only Independent state senator.

My number one issue is the 
well-being of Addison County’s 
democracy. I will push for term 
limits for State Senate and House.

I believe in two terms is all 
anyone should hold. If your 
elected lawmakers have done a 
good job, others of us (Addison 
folks) will carry the torch on! 
With 40,000-plus here in Addison, 
the baton-passing strengthens our 
freedoms and rights! 

As your Senator, I’ll push for a 
job description for Senators and 
Representatives as the incumbents 
to be responsible for County 
debates happening during election 
years. For example we need at 
least five Senate debates here in 
Addison with 27 towns. With 
early voting in gear already but we 
have only had one Public forum 
as of now. So much more I can 
share but space has run out. Thank 
you for more than just voting, get 
others to the polls!

we must again advance bills on land 
preservation and more sustainable 
transportation and heating. I also 
hope we move forward with an 
expanded and improved bottle bill.

Health care: As vice chair of 
the Health & Welfare Committee, 
I have worked to ensure healthcare 
providers have had the flexibility 
and support necessary to maintain 
operations and provide care during 
a global pandemic. Currently, 
workforce shortages are a 
significant cost-driver, so we must 
sustain efforts to train nurses and 
other front-line providers. As more 
care shifts away from hospitals, we 
need to better contain hospital costs 
and assess the necessity of some 
facilities. We should invest further 
in mental health care, prevention & 
public health, and long-term care, 
and improve social determinants 

of health. Finally, we should re-
evaluate the role of OneCare in our 
healthcare system.

Agriculture: At the start of the 
pandemic, I was serving on the 
Agriculture Committee and helped 
advance pandemic relief to both 
farmers and farm workers. I also 
helped establish the Ecosystems 
Services Working Group tasked 
with recommending how farms 
can better improve soil and water 
quality and reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions. Most farmers want 
to protect the environment and 
make a sustainable living, and state 
policy must support both goals. 
There is a limit to the amount 
the government can and should 
subsidize any private business. 
Vermont’s incredible local food 
system, including farm-to-plate 
and school meal programs, and 
increased agrotourism & direct 

sales provide market opportunities 
for diverse farm operations.

Candidate’s choice: Especially 
in light of the June U.S. Supreme 
Court decision striking down the 
landmark abortion rights decision 
in Roe v. Wade, one of the most 
important items on our ballots 
this year is a proposal to enshrine 
the right to personal reproductive 
liberty in the Vermont Constitution. 
In order to ensure future access 
to comprehensive reproductive 
health care and protect the 
personal reproductive autonomy of 
individual Vermonters, I encourage 
you to vote to approve Article 
22, the Reproductive Liberty 
amendment. For more information 
on this issue, please visit my 
legislative blog at ruthforvermont.
com/updates. Thank you for 
voting!

Mason D. Wade III, Independent, State Senate

Hardy
(Continued from Page 8)

Lloyd Dike, Republican, State Senate
Economy: To maintain our 

economy, we need to supply 
goods and services to customers. 
Manufacturing or farming work 
requires raw materials, equipment, 
and skilled- or at least semi-skilled 
workers. Vo-tech 
training, business 
loans, reduced 
regulations and/
or paperwork and 
access to help and 
guidance could help. 
Government can 
legitimately help with 
some of these, but it 
needs to know when to 
get out and let business 
take care of business.

Housing: Increasing 
the supply of housing is necessary; 
when the supply is short, prices go 
up. Older houses could be updated. 
Making the laws more favorable to 
landlords will encourage the supply 
as well. If the landlords could 
operate without fear of damage 
to property or nonpaying tenants 
being protected by laws that keep 

homeowners from evicting people 
when there is a cause they would 
be more willing to take a risk.

School consolidation: Local 
schools are very important, the 
more I hear these days, the more 

convinced of this I 
am. As the school 
population drops, the 
costs keep going up. 
Getting back to basic 
education for grade 
schools would cut costs 
and prepare students 
with needed skills 
for learning in High 
School, where some 
consolidation is needed.

Environment: There 
is a lot being done on 

water quality now and we need 
to continue work in this area. 
We need to protect open land 
by making transfers of farms to 
new owners easier, especially for 
intergenerational transfers.

Health care: I think medical 
insurance should be available 
for everybody, but this insurance 

should be protected from 
monopoly control of medical 
or pharmaceutical groups. 
Controlling costs by allowing 
competition would help lower the 
cost of medical care 

Agriculture: Small or large 
farms need good sources for capital 
loans. Increased requirements by 
government should often include 
financial help when large expenses 
are required.

Candidate’s choice: In the 
last few months there have 
been opportunities to see some 
successful programs from daycare/
preschool, alternative education, 
food insecurity & outreach 
programs, and alcohol & drug 
addiction programs to name a few. 
These programs deal with different 
ages, different problems, different 
funding, but they offer a chance to 
see some ways to help with some 
important social issues of today. I 
was encouraged with what I saw 
and would like to build on these in 
the future.

LLOYD 
DIKE

MASON D. WADE 
III
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Paid for by Michael Elmore for Sheriff, PO Box 220, Vergennes, VT 05491

Accomplished
• 4-year college degree in Criminal Justice
• Received the Gaiotti Award for honesty, loyalty, and enthusiasm for the 
Law Enforcement Profession
• Addison County Law Enforcement Officer of the Year in 2020

Certified
• As the only Level 3 certified police officer running for Sheriff, I am ready 
and able to lead the department in serving Addison County.

Fair
• No matter who you are or what political party you choose, I am here to 
serve all of Addison County. 

Vote for 
Michael 
Elmore,

the 
candidate
who is . . .

The General Election is November 8th

Vote to re-elect Ruth Hardy. She works hard for you!

Senator Hardy is a champion for:
●	 Reproductive rights
●	 Childcare & paid family leave
●	 Equitable public school funding
●	 Health care access
●	 Broadband expansion
●	Mental health support
●	 Gun safety measures
●	 Affordable housing
●	 Fair & reasonable taxation
●	 Healthy forests & sustainable farms

Re-Elect

Addison District
Addison County, Buels Gore, 

Huntington, Rochester

ruthforvermont.com
Paid for by Ruth Hardy for VT Senate

PO Box 343, East Middlebury, VT 05740

House
(Continued from Page 1)

each candidate represents. 
LUKE TALBOT: 
INDEPENDENT 

Talbot is an Island Pond resident 
and has been married to his wife for 
seven years. After his discharge from 
the U.S. Navy, he writes that he has 
been “doing inspection work in the 
manufacturing and power generation 
industry” for the past 30 years. 
He says he “enjoys motorcycling, 
snowmobiling, and is an avid gun 
enthusiast.”

In answering Digger’s yes-or-no 
questions, he: 

• Would not support a 
comprehensive national health care 
program, commonly known as 
Medicare for All.

• Would not support strengthening 
federal voting rights protections, 
including those described in the John 
Lewis Voting Rights Act.

• Would not support the federal 
legalization of marijuana.

• Does believe F-35 fi ghter jets 
should continue operating out of 
South Burlington.

• Would not support legislation 
requiring the federal government 
to continue funding free testing, 
vaccination and treatment for 
COVID-19.

• Gave no response to whether 
members of Congress should be 
subject to term limits, but in his 

in-depth comments he notes that 
congressional term limits would 
help break up the partisanship in 
Congress. 

• Would not raise taxes on the 
wealthiest Americans.

• Does believe that the Affordable 
Care Act, commonly known as 
“Obamacare,” should be repealed.
LIAM MADDEN, 
REPUBLICAN/INDEPENDENT

Madden is a Marine Corps veteran 
who became the leader of America’s 
largest antiwar organization of Iraq 
and Afghanistan veterans. Afterward, 
Madden then co-won M.I.T.’s Solve 
Award for organizations innovating 
climate change solutions. His work 
has been covered by “60 Minutes,” 
the New York Times, and most 
major media. Madden was awarded 
the Institute for Policy Studies 
Human Rights Award, and he has 
also been a Climate Fellow for the 
social entrepreneurship accelerator 
Echoing Green. 

Madden attended Northeastern 
University and focused his studies 
on policy and science pertaining to 
energy, economics, food systems and 
the environment. He is currently the 
Solar Energy Director at a Vermont 
home energy company. 

He lives in his hometown of 
Bellows Falls with his wife, Lauren, 
and young sons June and Winn. 

LIAM MADDEN

BECCA BALLINT

Madden’s campaign for Congress 
is centered around what he terms 
Rebirthing Democracy — a set 
of technological and structural 
innovations to dramatically improve 
the problem-solving processes of 
government.

In responding to Digger’s yes-no 
questions, his answers are in sync 
with most Vermont Democrats. He:

• Would support a comprehensive 
national health care program, 
commonly known as Medicare for 
All.

• Would support strengthening 
federal voting rights protections, 
including those described in the John 
Lewis Voting Rights Act.

• Would support the federal 
legalization of marijuana.

• Does not believe F-35 fi ghter 
jets should continue operating out of 
South Burlington.

• Would support legislation having 
the federal government continue 
funding free testing, vaccination and 
treatments for COVID-19.

• Does believe members of 
Congress should be subject to term 
limits, suggesting 10 years as the 
sweet spot.

• Agrees taxes should be raised on 
the wealthiest Americans.

• Does not believe that the 
Affordable Care Act, commonly 
known as “Obamacare,” should be 
repealed.
ERICKA REDIC, 
LIBERTARIAN

“Being born and raised in Vermont, 
I was taught values like hard work, 
perseverance, and acceptance,” 
writes Redic. “With a Bachelor’s in 
accounting from Champlain College, 
I have spent much of the last 2 years 
helping individuals and businesses 
achieve their goals and dreams. I’ve 
always had a heart for the underdog 
and public service.” 

“In a representative republic,” she 
continues, “it is our duty to be honest 
and take care of the vulnerable. 
Through work with organizations 
like the Women’s Rape Crisis 
Center, I’ve helped infl uence policy 
changes at the local and state level. 
I call myself a Conservative because 
I believe in the liberal values 
established by the Constitution. I 
trust Americans to make the best 
decisions for themselves and their 
families. In order to maintain a 
civil and just society, we all must 
demonstrate a real tolerance of 
others and their viewpoints. We do 
this by conserving Constitutional 

Rights and Values.”
In her yes-no responses, Redic 

said she: 
• Would not support a 

comprehensive national health care 
program, commonly known as 
Medicare for All.

• Would not support strengthening 
federal voting rights protections, 
including those described in the John 
Lewis Voting Rights Act.

• Would support the federal 
legalization of marijuana.

• Does believe F-35 fi ghter jets 
should continue operating out of 
South Burlington.

• Would not support legislation 
directing the federal government 
continue to fund free testing, 
vaccination and treatment for 
COVID-19.

• Gave no response to whether 
members of Congress should be 
subject to term limits.

• Would not raise taxes on the 
wealthiest Americans?

• Does believe that the Affordable 
Care Act, commonly known as 
“Obamacare,” should be repealed.
ADAM ORTIZ, INDEPENDENT

“I’m a workaholic,” Ortiz says. “I 
believe in dotting every ‘I,’ crossing 
every ‘T,’ and checking every box. 
Big things are only a bunch of small 
things put together. I’m smart enough 
to know I don’t know everything and 
sometimes it’s best to fi nd a subject 
matter expert and take a supporting 
role. I understand how important 
teamwork is.” Ortiz lives in Rutland.

In his yes-no responses, Ortiz: 
• Would support a comprehensive 

national health care program, 
commonly known as Medicare for 
All.

• Would support strengthening 
federal voting rights protections, 
including those described in the John 
Lewis Voting Rights Act.

• Would support the federal 
legalization of marijuana.

• Believes F-35 fi ghter jets should 
continue operating out of South 
Burlington.

• Supports the federal government 
continuing to fund free testing, 
vaccination and treatment for 
COVID-19.

• Had no response to whether 
members of Congress should be 
subject to term limits.

• Does not believe taxes should be 
raised on the wealthiest Americans.

• And does believe that the 
Affordable Care Act, commonly 
known as “Obamacare,” should be 

repealed.

BECCA BALINT, DEMOCRAT
Balint introduces herself as “a 

former public-school teacher, mom, 
and President of the Vermont Senate. 
I was fi rst elected to the Vermont 
State Senate in 2014, later becoming 
Senate Majority leader.” She is quick 
to add that she is the “fi rst woman 
and fi rst openly gay person to serve 
as President Pro Tempore of the 
State Senate.” 

In the Senate, Balint says she 
“led the charge to pass the fi rst gun 
safety laws in Vermont history, the 
strongest reproductive rights in the 
nation, and the largest investment in 
affordable housing in a generation.” 
That’s partly true, though she was 
part of a supermajority of Democrats 
in the Legislature, those pieces of 
legislation were marshalled through 
via their respective committees, and 
Republican Gov. Phil Scott was 
also leading the way on those same 
issues.  

Balint says she is “running for U.S. 
Congress because I know Vermont 
alone can’t solve the problems we 
face. I know Vermont has long 
been a place that moves the rest of 
the country to think differently, to 
imagine a better future and a brighter 
world. That’s what moved me to join 
this race.”

In her yes-no responses, Balint 
hoes to the Democratic positions. 
She: 

• Would support a comprehensive 
national health care program, 
commonly known as Medicare for 

All.
• Would support strengthening 

federal voting rights protections, 
including those described in the John 
Lewis Voting Rights Act.

• Would support the federal 
legalization of marijuana.

• Believes F-35 fi ghter jets should 
continue operating out of South 
Burlington.

• Would support legislation 
authorizing the federal government 
to continue funding free testing, 
vaccination and treatment for 
COVID-19.

• Does believe members of 
Congress should be subject to term 
limits.

• Would support raising taxes on 
the wealthiest Americans.

• Would not support any effort 
to repeal the Affordable Care Act, 
commonly known as “Obamacare.” 
MATT DRUZBA, 
INDEPENDENT

Druzba, 58, did not fi ll out the 
VtDigger questionnaire, but did 
contribute to a brief candidate profi le 
in Seven Days. He’s a resident of 
Burlington and is the chief operating 
offi cer in a fi nancial industry 
business.

Druzba says he is a left-leaning 
Independent and moderate (with 
conservative undertones) and says 
in his interview with Seven Days
that he will “never be beholden to 
any political party or special interest 
group.”

More information can be found on 
Drubza’s website, MattDVT.com, or 
in Seven Days Election Guide.
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Your Addison-3 State Representatives invite you to

CONVERSATIONS & COFFEE
If we missed you while we were out visiting doors,

This is the perfect opportunity to have an open discussion and share your ideas & concerns.

Date Location Time:   

Addison-3 | Serving Addison, Ferrisburgh, New Haven, Panton, Vergennes, and Waltham

Wednesday, Oct. 26th 3 Squares Cafe , 141 Main Street , Vergennes, VT 6:00pm to 7:00pm

Saturday, Oct. 29th 3 Squares Cafe , 141 Main Street , Vergennes, VT 9:00am to 10:00am

Paid for by the Commi�ee to Re-elect Diane Lanpher, Treasurer, Jim Lanpher - PO Box 165 - Vergennes, VT

Rep. Diane Lanpher
dlanpher@leg.state.vt.us
802-877-2230

Rep. Matt Birong 
mbirong@leg.state.vt.us

Elect Gerald Grant
Addison County Sheriff

Brings INTEGRITY, HONESTY, RESPECT, and FAIRNESS to the job.

• 11 years as an ACS 
deputy

• 2 years as a jail 
officer

• 15 years working 
in the school 
systems

Lt. Gov.
(Continued from Page 1) Candidate’s choice: Global 

Warming, Taxation, Pandemic 
Global Warming Solutions 

Act (GWSA): Global Warming 
Not Man Made. Atmospheric 
CO2 at 400 ppm Not primary 
Green House Gas. Fossil fuels 
Not the problem, EVs Not the 
solution. The details evident in 
un-manipulated data. 

Excessive taxation coupled 
with frivolous spending put 
working Vermonters in jeopardy. 
Youth are fleeing Vermont 
looking elsewhere to 
start their productive 
life. Vermont is 
paying replacements 
a $10K stipend. That 
isn’t good.

The Pandemic was 
Man Made. Vermont 
management was 
subpar. Ivermectin, 
successful Rx, was 
“banned.” Vermont 
MDs were forbidden 
to prescribe it. 250 
million people of 
a province in India Rx’d with 
Ivermectin are now free of 
COVID-19. 

Economy: Our Economy 
suffers from poor Pandemic 
management, ineffective GWSA 
taxation, labor and material 
shortages, business failures/
departures, and excessive 
government costs, all of which 
are based on regulatory and 
legislative overreach and 
resulting in higher taxes. 

The solution: Trim spending, 
cut non-essential services, 
eliminate excess regulations, 
shrink bloated government, to 
lower taxes, to revive businesses, 
and develop ways to encourage 
fleeing youth and our labor force 
to stay. We should not force our 
kids to leave or pay $10K to 
encourage outsiders to take their 
place. Much work needs to be 
done. 

Housing: Over taxation to 
support excessive government 
spending on non-essential 
services impacts cost of building 
and produces housing shortages. 
Property taxes are too high 
further reducing our labor supply 
and affordability. Liberal welfare 
benefits encourage non-working 
opportunists who further erode 
limited resources and increase 
non-productive spending. Low-
cost housing is priced out of 
existence through property and 
other taxes required to support 
excessive spending.

Solution: Cut taxes, reduce 
overhead, and stop frivolous 
spending. Adjust welfare 
requirements to reduce frivolous 
and non-productive misuse of 
funding. Initiate oversight and 
creative welfare changes that 
eliminates both misuse and 
bureaucracy. 

School Consolidation: 
Vermont schools have been 
among the highest national 
education costs per student with 
the poorest education outcomes. 
School consolidation issues and 
added bureaucracy has increased 
cost per student as student 
numbers have decreased.

Solution: School choice with 
$$$’s following students and 

parents in charge. Versatile 
school options including; private, 
charter, and home schooling 
can match needs with desirable 
outcomes. Poorly managed and 
underutilized schools need to 
close or re-organize. Virtual 
and versatile teaching models 
offer resources. The internet 
during the Pandemic has proven 
and expanded these potentials. 
Explore: voluntary teacher 
rotation (“circuit riders”)?

Environment: Always 
essential. Never stop 
improving our land, 
water, and air to 
its cleanest natural 
state. Recognize and 
reduce or eliminate 
pollution through 
reliable management 
and technology 
practices. Reduce 
waste and recycle 
all material that 
qualifies. All land and 
water management 
should be according 

to its best and most sustainable 
and functional use.

Some waterways should be 
re-evaluated as to best possible 
conservation management. 
Hurricane Irene demonstrated 
major deficiencies that were 
corrected. Other lesser areas are 
showing need. There is evidence 
of soil erosion due to stream 
management restrictions and 
soil loss in the process. Those 
challenges should be addressed.

Health Care: Health care 
is over-regulated and under-
served. In addition, there are 
“cost saving” monopolies 
appearing that are no longer 
“cost saving” in practice. Part 
of this cost increase comes from 
bureaucratic overhead. Part 
comes from avarice.

Solution: We need to find 
ways to provide services with 
less overhead and align costs 
with oversight where those costs 
are not justified. The cost of 
education at every post HS level 
has increased much faster than 
the growth of the economy or 
even inflation. That is a mismatch 
that needs serious evaluation and 
appropriate oversight. Health 
maintenance should always be 
affordable. 

Agriculture: Vermont needs 
to protect and promote our 
agricultural resources above all. 
Good agricultural practices with 
preservation and sustainability 
have the capacity to reach across 
all other Vermont economies 
from marketing and support 
systems to recreation and 
tourism.

The farm labor challenges 
need to be updated. Out-sourcing 
labor needs to be protected 
and abuse eliminated. Land 
management always deserves 
support and vigilance. The 
increase in diversity is a welcome 
stabilizing influence. Technology 
and innovation can expand that 
diversity benefit as resources and 
infrastructure become available 
or mature. Extension service and 
supported marketing options also 
have stabilizing potential.

Robert A. Burton Jr., 
Republican, State Senate

ROBERT A. 
BURTON JR., MD

A: The state does not have 
reduction goals; it has reduction 
mandates. I supported goals that 
focused on using the right tools to 
achieve realistic expectations. I do 
not support mandates that use the 
wrong tools pursuing impossible 
objectives. My first priority would 
be to weatherize homes with a 
goal towards carbon emission 
reductions and resiliency.

• How should Vermont 
continue to manage the Covid-19 
pandemic?

A: I believe it is time to 
acknowledge that Covid-19 is at 
endemic stage. Free testing should 
still be available and, if infection 
rates climb again to the point where 
our available medical resources 
are threatened, free vaccines as 
well. But with infection rates 
falling and our medical resources 
no longer threatened, I believe it 
is time for the Judicial Branch to 
remove Administrative Order #49 
and get the judicial system moving 
again.

• Should the state strengthen 
restrictions on hunting methods, 
including on the use of hounds 
and traps? If so, to what extent?

A: No. The General Assembly 
took fairly extensive testimony 
on this subject. What we learned 
is that problems in these areas 
have come to light because of a 
relatively few number of people 
who can’t seem to stay within the 
law. I would support strengthening 
penalties for those who bring a bad 
name to hunters and trappers.

• How would you change the 
system of health care delivery 
and oversight in Vermont?

A: Having learned through 
“Shumlincare” that this state 
does not have the resources to 
make major changes to health 
care delivery, I would argue that 
this is a discussion that should 
be had at the national level. I 
am not familiar enough with 
oversight to determine whether 
the Green Mountain Care Board is 
functioning properly or not.

• How should Vermont 
expand access to mental health 
treatment?

A: We need to have better 
(and more) facilities to meet 
patient needs. Those facilities 
need to be spread throughout the 
state in a way that meets patient 
demographics. Those facilities 
need to be properly staffed with 
providers who are properly paid. 
We also need to spend more money 
on suicide prevention programs 
that are proven to work.

• Would you support new 
restrictions on the sale and use 
of firearms in Vermont? If so, 
what restrictions?

A: No. We have enacted several 
gun bills over the past few years, 
and they need a chance to work.

• What would you do to 
help ease the housing crisis in 
Vermont?

A: We have just devoted many 
millions of dollars of ARPA funds 
to address this problem and much 
of that money is now awaiting 
shovel-ready projects. Many of 
those projects face challenges 
being built, which would be eased 
by addressing Act 250 reforms.

• How would you address the 
shortage of affordable childcare 
in Vermont?

A: I would start by repealing 
the legislation that required 
educational degrees for childcare 

workers. That well-intentioned 
legislation wiped out 40% of 
daycare facilities in Essex County 
and 7% statewide (according to 
the Joint Fiscal Office).

• How would you address 
the shortage of workers in key 
professions, such as nurses and 
tradespeople?

A: As a legislator I supported 
creation of nursing laboratories 
in our state college system and 
training facilities for trades 
through the Capitol Bill as chair 
of the Institutions Committee and 
as a member of the Education 
Committee. If elected Lt. 
Governor, I will use the office 
to travel far and wide recruiting 
students to populate those 
facilities. I would also use that 
podium to promote Vermont’s 
brand, Vermont’s workforce and 
Vermont as a wonderful place to 
live.

• If you could make one 
change to Vermont’s tax code, 
what would it be?

A: I would strike the tax on 
military pensions.

DAVID ZUCKERMAN

As a member of the Vermont 
Progressive Party, David 
Zuckerman has served as 
Vermont’s Lt. Gov. from 2017-
2021; was a Vermont state senator 
from 2013-2017; and served in 
the Vermont House from 1997-
2011. He is also, as he says on his 
website, a husband, a father, and 
a small business owner living in 
Hinesburg. In 1995, he graduated 
from UVM with an environmental 
studies degree and became an 
organic regenerative farmer. 

He writes on his website that he 
was “inspired by the politics of 
then U.S. Rep. Bernie Sanders and 
first ran for the legislature in 1994, 
starting my nearly 30-year stretch 
in public service.” 

In answering VtDigger’s five 
yes-or-no questions, Zuckerman: 

• Said Vermont should allow 
overdose prevention sites 
where drugs can be used under 
supervision.

• Supports mail-in ballots for all 
Vermont elections.

• Supports a Vermont 
constitutional amendment for 
reproductive rights.

• Says the state should provide 
free meals to all K-12 students on 
an ongoing basis.

• Supports a mandatory paid 
medical and family leave program 
funded by a payroll tax.

In VtDigger’s in-depth 
questions, Zuckerman’s answers 
follow: 

• How should the state work 
to meet its carbon emission 
reduction goals? (Edited for 
brevity.)

A: In Vermont, transportation 
and housing account for about 
75% of our overall greenhouse 
gas emissions … We must move 
towards implementing clean 
energy solutions for transportation 
and heating our homes in order to 
meet our carbon emission reduction 
goals ... We must make electric 
vehicles accessible by offering 
incentives for people to trade out 
their old, inefficient vehicles for 
EVs and offering support for low-
income Vermonters to purchase 
more efficient electric vehicles. 
We must also expand our public 
transportation systems, electrify 
our fleet of public vehicles, and 

explore options such as micro 
transit that will reduce overall 
emissions. 

For housing emissions, the clean 
heat standard was an important 
step in the right direction. It is 
extremely unfortunate that this 
was vetoed. However, we must 
also generate more renewable 
energy to ensure that we are not 
expanding the use of carbon-based 
fuels.

• How should Vermont 
continue to manage the Covid-19 
pandemic?

A: One thing we must do is 
listen to medical experts and 
use their advice and guidance to 
keep Vermonters healthy. As Lt. 
Governor, I would work to make 
sure the people that we called 
“essential” during the pandemic 
continue to be held in high regard 
and would look for ways to adjust 
how we value these workers ... 
I will elevate the voices of the 
medical community and amplify 
the advice that they give us.

• Should the state strengthen 
restrictions on hunting methods, 
including on the use of hounds 
and traps? If so, to what extent?

A: While this is something to 
be reviewed, I think there are far 
higher priorities that we need to 
tackle.

• How would you change the 
system of health care delivery 
and oversight in Vermont?

A: Nurses and medical staff 
at our hospitals are pillars of our 
community that should be respected 
and adequately compensated ... On 
top of this, I have long supported 
a universal healthcare system and 
would continue to advocate for 
such as Lt. Governor. This will 
help smaller businesses retain 
employees that they currently lose 
to larger employees who offer 
benefits. It would also allow all 
Vermonters to seek preventative 
care and treatment in the early 
stages of a medical issue rather 
than encouraging them to seek 
treatment only after it becomes an 
expensive emergency remedy.

• How should Vermont 
expand access to mental health 
treatment?

A: Preventative care and 
treatment for mental health should 
be on par with our physical health 
treatment. However, my boldest 
proposal is to stop seeing the 
government as an end-of-the-line 
solution to problems that we let get 
out of control. Instead, we should 
plan ahead and make investments 
in our communities and families in 
order to greatly reduce the number 
of people who become mentally 
ill. Let’s start with finding the 
successes around the state where 
human services and education 
are breaking down barriers and 
finding ways to help young people 
when they first start to be impacted 
by the negative situations that 
often lead to lifelong mental 
health issues. It is important to 
recognize that Human Services 
and Education are the two largest 
line items in the Vermont state 
budget. If we learn from those in 
Vermont who have merged some 
of these functions, we can reduce 
duplication, save money and help 
Vermonters earlier when we can 
do the most good.

• Would you support new 
restrictions on the sale and use 
of firearms in Vermont? If so, 
what restrictions?

A: It’s clear that this country has 
a gun violence problem. Nowhere 
else in the world do we see the 
rates of mass violence carried out 
with firearms as we do here. This is 

an issue that has many causes. But 
one of the realities is that we have 
more high-powered and rapid-fire 
weapons in this country per capita 
than anywhere else in the world. 
We also do not discuss the issue 
of suicide by gun nearly as much 
as it deserves. Nearly 90% of gun 
deaths in Vermont are by suicide 
… It is shown that implementing a 
relatively short, possibly 48- to 72-
hour waiting period between the 
time of purchase and the physical 
transfer of getting a firearm can 
greatly reduce the number of 
suicide attempts. We should also 
work to find a way to subsidize 
lockable firearms cases in homes 
with young children so that the 
access to firearms for kids can be 
reduced.

• What would you do to 
help ease the housing crisis in 
Vermont?

A: The housing crisis has 
reached a critical point over the 
last few years ... We need to 
invest in building more affordable 
housing and home ownership 
options to ease the strain on our 
housing system. I am pleased to 
hear of the Housing Trust’s recent 
announcement that they are going 
to provide 3-year forgivable loans 
of up to $25,000 to help Vermonters 
with their down payments. 

In order to combat the housing 
price spike, we will need to put 
a larger amount of perpetual 
funding into our affordable 
housing models … We should 
also focus on addressing the 
infrastructure challenges to 
creating denser, walkable village 
centers … Additionally, we have 
many vacant housing units that we 
should incentivize owners to bring 
back on the market. 

Finally, we need to explore the 
challenges created when long-
term rental housing is converted to 
short-term rentals. 

• How would you address the 
shortage of affordable childcare 
in Vermont?

A: Vermont needs to invest 
money in our childcare system 
to make it more affordable. We 
have a shortage of qualified early 
childhood educators, a shortage 
of wages for those educators, 
and a shortage of high-quality 
and affordable programs. Many 
Vermont families spend more than 
40% of their income on childcare, 
and some parents choose to leave 
the workforce because the cost 
of childcare is greater than their 
wages. This is unsustainable … 
We must invest state money in our 
childcare system.

• How would you address 
the shortage of workers in key 
professions, such as nurses and 
tradespeople?

A: Our trade schools should be 
expanded and tuition subsidized 
to encourage more Vermonters 
to train for and pursue these 
careers in plumbing, contracting, 
nursing, and more. We should 
also look into programs, including 
loan forgiveness, for those who 
decide to pursue professions such 
as nursing where we are facing 
massive shortages of workers.

• If you could make one 
change to Vermont’s tax code, 
what would it be?

A: I believe that we need to 
create a more progressive tax 
system that would relieve some of 
the pressure that regressive fees 
and taxes put on working-class, 
low-income, and middle-class 
families.
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ways. One bill makes it easier 
to create an accessory on farm 
business, bolstering flexibility and 
entrepreneurship. Additionally, we 
directed significant federal funds to 
grants for meatpacking businesses 
to expand and grow their capacity. 
In H.188, we amended the cannabis 
licenses to treat small grows on 

farms as “agriculture.” We must 
find new and creative ways to keep 
our farmers successful and thereby 
keep land open. Open lands are key 
to climate resiliency and we can’t 
achieve this without successful 
farms.  

Candidate’s choice: In the 
coming biennium, I’ll be focused 
on climate legislation. I believe 
we need to try again following the 
Governor’s veto of the Clean Heat 
Standard. Additionally, we need 
to revisit our Renewable Energy 
Standard and reduce some unneeded 

regulatory roadblocks to green-
energy development in Vermont. 
I’m committed to connecting our 
local economy to our career and 
technical education centers. As a 
member of the Vermont Student 
Assistance Corporation board, I’m 
aware of the incredible programs 
and resources currently available 
to students pursuing a technical 
education in Vermont, but I think 
we can do more to prepare those 
students with relevant, transferable 
skills early in their careers. 

Elder
(Continued from Page 6A)

Senate
(Continued from Page 1)

Mullin
(Continued from Page 6)

subsidies come from the federal 
government, rather than the state 
coffers due to funding priorities 
of the majority in the legislature. 
Farmers are especially impacted by 
the high cost of fuel, labor, health 
care and taxes (property, sales, 
inheritance, income) so addressing 

these issues for all Vermonters also 
supports farmers. 

Candidate’s choice: I’m 
worried about the high cost of 
living in our state. My opponents 
voted to raise taxes on you at each 
opportunity, including gas and 
heating fuel. I’d work to lower 

taxes, streamline regulations, lower 
the cost of healthcare, childcare, 
keeping small schools, and add 
to our police force.  I’d urge our 
congressional representatives to 
address the problem of the southern 
border if we care about Fentanyl 
deaths and human trafficking 
which is impacting all states.  This 
is a humanitarian crime which 
especially includes violence 
against women and children. I ask 
for your vote if you also care about 
these issues. 

supporter and says he supports the Jan. 6, 
2021, riot on the Capitol, even though he 
claims not to be an election-denier. 

He represents many perspectives of 
the national Republican Party, including 
avid support for ex-president Trump, 
championing tax reductions for the 
wealthy, but rejecting Medicare for All 
and the Affordable Care Act as programs 
that contribute to the national debt. 

Even though the race has drawn little 
statewide attention, Malloy, at least, has 
been campaigning and has articulated a 
platform based on conservative ideology.

The other candidates are: Natasha 
Diamondstone-Kohout, representing 
the Green Mountain Party; and five 
Independents — Dawn Marie Ellis, Mark 
Coester, Ms. Cris Ericson, Stephen Duke 
and Kerry Patrick Raheb. In a question-
answer platform provided by VtDigger, 
none of those five candidates took the 
time to answer the basic questions that 
would provide an inkling of their political 
perspectives or policy platforms, nor did 
they provide biographies. 

Only Kerry Patrick Raheb of Shelburne 
outlined a rough platform in his biography, 
which suggests he would: 

• fight for term limits to put an end to 
the “career politician;” 

• reject promoting green energy, 
maintaining that the nation needs to 
become “energy independent” and 
advocated for more drilling of oil and gas 
and the construction of more pipelines. 
“We need to approve, not cancel, permits 
(for oil and gas projects),” he said. 

• support more restrictive voter ID laws, 
hinting he was against mail-in ballots so 
that the country would return to voting 
on a single “Election Day,” which he said 
should be a national holiday. 

• vote to stop illegal immigration and 
secure the nation’s borders, but didn’t say 
how or advocate for specific ideas; 

• vote to “stop the unconstitutional 
federal mask and vaccine mandates;” 

• support the 2nd Amendment rights to 
bear arms, without saying anything about 
limits. 

On other issues, he supports the 
Supreme Court’s decision to overturn 
Roe v Wade, criticizes the high cost of 
childcare (but doesn’t offer any solutions), 
and would reduce the size of government. 
His concluding statement, of course, has 

God blessing America.
In short, the race to fill the seat long 

occupied by retiring U.S. Senator Patrick 
Leahy will be against Democrat Peter 
Welch and Republican Gerald Malloy.

In previous weeks, VtDigger posed 
eight yes-or-no questions to all candidates, 
as well as eight in-depth questions on 
specific topics. The responses from Welch 
and Malloy (again, the other candidates 
didn’t answer them) follow:
PETER WELCH

In answering yes-or-no to eight 
questions, Welch answered “yes” to: 

• supporting a comprehensive national 
health care program, commonly known as 
Medicare for All; 

• strengthening federal voting rights 
protections, including those described in 
the John Lewis Voting Rights Act;

• federal legalization of marijuana; 
• having the federal government 

continue to fund free testing, vaccination 
and treatment for COVID-19; 

• raising taxes on the wealthiest 
Americans; and 

• continuing the operation of F-35 
fighter jets out of South Burlington. 

He responded “no” to: 
• whether members of Congress should 

be subject to term limits, and whether 
Congress should repeal the Affordable 
Care Act (known as Obamacare). 
Obamacare, ennacted in 2010, has 
significantly reduced medical expenses for 
millions of Americans, allowed children 
to remain on their parent’s family plans 
until they were 26, and now prevents 
insurance companies from preventing 
millions of Americans to access health 
care insurance because of pre-existing 
conditions. 

Of the eight questions Welch answered 
in depth, those questions and his answers 
follow:

• What, if anything, would you do 
to reform how political campaigns are 
funded in the U.S.?

A: We must get dark money out of 
politics and strengthen our ethics laws. 
I strongly support a constitutional 
amendment to overturn the disastrous 
Citizens United decision and campaign 
finance and election reforms that will 
ensure our government is accountable to 
the people it serves, not special interests 
or corporations. I also strongly support 
public financing, which was included in 
H.R. 1, the For the People Act, which 
passed the House with my support.

• How would you work within a 
legislative body that is starkly divided 

along partisan lines?
A: We’re witnessing a dangerous 

breakdown in what is essential to building 
a strong political system and strong 
communities, and that’s trust. I believe 
the best way to deal with it is for each of 
us, individually, to treat one another with 
respect and civility. It’s the Vermont Way. 
Each of us is responsible for carrying that 
on in our lives, and I’ve tried to bring that 
approach to Congress for 15 years. 

I will continue to focus on concrete 
issues that are important to Vermonters 
– and folks across the country. I’ve been 
able to make real progress in Congress 
when I focus on specific issues with my 
Republican and Democratic colleagues. 
It’s what I have done to help address our 
broadband problem in Vermont. I co-
founded the bipartisan Rural Broadband 
Caucus, and we worked to 
get massive investments in 
broadband deployment in the 
recently passed Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Act, which 
will bring more than $100 
million to Vermont. We are 
also on the verge of passing 
a major bipartisan bill (the 
Honoring our PACT Act) 
to help our veterans who 
have been exposed to toxic 
burn pits. I learned of the 
burn pit issue from Vermont 
veterans and their families 
and brought their stories to 
Washington and stayed on 
it to help make progress. It 
will help veterans get the 
health care and benefits they 
need to deal with the adverse 
impact of burn pit exposure 
while they were serving overseas. 

Finding commonality on specific, 
concrete issues like broadband and burn 
pits is how I have always approached my 
work and would continue to in the U.S. 
Senate.

• What should Congress do to make 
higher education more affordable, 
attainable and accessible?

A: What was once a gateway to the 
middle-class has become a crushing 
financial burden on Americans trying to 
achieve the American Dream of a better 
life. We must reduce the burden of student 
debt. 

I support canceling some student 
loan debt for certain borrowers, loan 
forgiveness for graduates employed in 
public service and frontline healthcare 
jobs. I’ve also cosponsored the Pell Grant 
Preservation and Expansion Act to double 
the Pell Grant award and tie grants to the 
inflation rate. 

We must also make college more 
affordable. One way to do that is through 
the Debt Free College Act, which I have 
cosponsored. It would incentivize states 
to achieve debt free college by unlocking 
matching federal funds. Expanding 
access to community and public 
colleges is also critical. I am a strong 
supporter and cosponsor of the College 
for All Act to waive tuition and fees for 
every community college student and 
qualifying students at public colleges and 
universities.

• What would you do to address the 
rising costs of food, fuel and other 
goods?

A: The rising cost of fuel and goods is 
brutal for working families. We can and 
must relieve the pressure working families 
are feeling at the pump in the short term, 
while we work towards a more affordable 
future. It starts with addressing the Big 
Oil rip off. They are price-gouging during 
a time of instability around the world and 
we need to hold them accountable for 
profiteering and keeping production low 
to boost prices at the pump. The cost of 
gas is hurting Vermont families, while the 
oil companies are raking in record profits. 
This is outrageous and unacceptable. 
Congress must pass a windfall profits tax 
to stop this and bring down the cost of 
gas. 

I also supported the Consumer Fuel 
Price Gouging Prevention Act, which 
passed the House and would help combat 
price gouging by the oil industry by 
giving federal regulators more authority 
to go after profiteering during this crisis. 
We also need to pass the COMPETES 
Act, which will help address supply chain 
issues and make sure we’re making the 
products we need in this country. 

In the long term, we need to be 
doing everything we can to fight the 
skyrocketing cost of prescription drugs 
and lower the cost of childcare and 
housing. We addressed these affordability 
challenges in the Build Back Better Act, 
which passed the House with my support, 
but has since stalled in the Senate.

• How would you work to restore 

public trust in elections?
A: I was in the House chamber on 

January 6th and heard the shot fired and 
saw the insurrectionists try to break down 
the doors to get to the House floor. It was 
a violent and terrible day, but what was 
even more shocking was that after the 
violence occurred 147 of my Republican 
colleagues voted against certifying Joe 
Biden as the duly elected President of the 
United States. And what has happened 
since then is that Trump-aligned state 
legislatures across the country are rolling 
back voting and election protections in an 
attempt to undermine the next election. 

It is critical that Congress take steps to 
protect the right of all Americans to vote 
and ensure the certification process is done 
without interference from politicalized 
state legislatures. 

Vermont has been leading the country 
in making it easier to vote, not harder. But 
that fight is raging outside of our state 
and a threat to anyone’s right to vote is a 
threat to us all. 

Congress needs to act now to address 
and prevent these attacks taking place 
all across the country. We must pass the 
Freedom to Vote Act, the For the People 
Act, and the John R. Lewis Voting Rights 
Advancement Act. I cosponsored and 
helped pass these bills in the House, but 
they have stalled in the Senate because of 
the filibuster. It is another reason we need 
to abolish the filibuster.

• What actions would you take to 
support rural areas and farmers?

A: Rural Vermont and our farmers 
help make Vermont such a special place. 
The beautiful scenery, the hard-working 
people, and the culture of community and 
care is core to our rural state… (Farmers) 
must play a role in our future local food 
system, the fight against climate change, 
and our state economy. I have been 
a fierce advocate my entire career in 
Congress for our dairy farmers, working 
to strengthen the dairy safety net with the 
Margin Protection Program, protect our 
trade agreements to ensure Vermont dairy 
has access to international markets, and 
instituting a supply management system. 

I’m working to end The Renewable 
Fuel Standard, an artificial corn ethanol 
subsidy that raises the cost of food prices, 
makes it more expensive for our farmers 
to buy feed, damages small engines, and 
harms the environment. I’ve fought to 
help Vermont families and children get 
access to affordable, nutritious meals that 
include locally sourced food products. 
This includes working to expand SNAP 
benefits, achieve universal school meals, 
increase funding for food banks, and help 
Vermonters in need.

• Would you support new federal 
restrictions on the sale and use of 
firearms? If so, to what extent?

A: Yes. Enough is enough. We must 
enact gun safety reforms to address the 
epidemic of gun violence… I support 
banning assault weapons and high-
capacity magazines, universal background 
checks, and closing loopholes in the 
federal background check law. Parents 
should not have to worry about the safety 
of their children when they are at school. 
Kids should not have to fear for their 
lives when they walk into their classroom. 
And teachers should not be required to 
be a security force on top of everything 
we ask them to do for our children and 
communities.

• Under what conditions should the 
U.S. engage in the use of military force?

A: Diplomacy should always be the 
focus of our international engagement 
and approach to conflict. But there are 
times when the United States must engage 
militarily to protect our allies, national 
security, or address a humanitarian 
crisis. A major step in that process has 
to be Congressional engagement. The 
Constitution gives Congress the authority 
to declare war and far too often in recent 

decades, Congress has abdicated that 
authority to the President. We have 
seen wars expand into new territory 
and last too long with devastating 
consequences in the Middle East without 
Congressional involvement. Congress 
must be engaged by debating and voting 
on the Authorization to Use Military 
Force (AUMF) when the United States 
sends our brave servicemembers to fight 
a foreign war.

**********
GERALD MALLOY was born in 

Boston and became a West Point graduate. 
He spent 22 years on active duty as Field 
Artillery Officer with duty in Germany, 
Korea, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, and 
Kuwait. He used that experience to work 
in the federal government with defense 
contracts, and then used that experience to 

work in the private sector, 
primarily with defense and 
intelligence contracts. 

He moved to Vermont in 
2020 from Massachusetts, 
and now lives in Windsor 
County. He’s married 
with four children, three 
in Vermont schools. He’s 
never run for political 
office before at any level.

In answering Vt.Digger’s 
8 yes-or-no questions, 
Malloy said: 

• “no” to supporting 
a comprehensive health 
care program known as 
Medicare for all; 

• “no” to strengthening 
federal voting rights 
protections; 

• “no” to the federal 
legalizing of marijuana; 

• “no” to raising taxes on the wealthiest 
Americans; 

• “no” to continued federal funding for 
free testing and vaccination and treatment 
of COVID-19; and 

• “no” to term limits on members of 
Congress. 

He dodged the question on whether to 
support the continued operation of F-35 
fighter jets out of South Burlington by 
writing “no response.” 

He responded “yes” to repealing the 
Affordable Care Act.

His in-depth answers follow as written 
with editing only when needed for clarity:

• What, if anything, would you do 
to reform how political campaigns are 
funded in the U.S.?

A: I am interested in reform, but do not 
have specifics developed.

• How would you work within a 
legislative body that is starkly divided 
along partisan lines?

A: Find the Tip O’Neill types.
• What should Congress do to make 

higher education more affordable, 
attainable and accessible?

A: Stop overspending on stimulus and 
pork in omnibus actions; start making 
tough decisions to spend on important 
areas for future of USA, like Education. 
Mandate a percentage to go to Education.

• What would you do to address the 
rising costs of food, fuel and other 
goods?

A: Overturn Oil/Gas Executive Orders; 
promote regaining independence and trade 
surplus. Promote farming/agriculture in 
U.S. for food independence. Implement 
real sanctions on countries USA should 
not be trading with, like Communist 
China. Made in USA, Made in Vermont.

• How would you work to restore 
public trust in elections?

A: State-level reforms - paper only/
no electronics, ID, dump rolls and 
complete redo, in person voting only 
with very limited exceptions; voting 
Holiday. Amend the Constitution so 
that there is no question that the VP/
President of the Senate does in fact have 
the right to call for investigation if there 
is 25% of Congress vote of perception of 
impropriety, BEFORE certification.

• What actions would you take to 
support rural areas and farmers?

A: I intend to seek to work on Senate 
Agriculture committee to support and 
grow Vermont farming, dairy, agriculture.

• Would you support new federal 
restrictions on the sale and use of 
firearms? If so, to what extent?

• No.
• Under what conditions should the 

U.S. engage in the use of military force?
When diplomacy fails and there are 

compelling needs to use force; last resort 
and only upon agreement and support 
from military leadership. (I am a combat 
Veteran).

Editor’s note: As indicated, candidate 
Q+As were provided by VtDigger.org.

PETER WELCH IN MIDDLEBURY

GERALD MALLOY
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