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Call the office or speak with your provider about scheduling an appointment. 388-1338

rainbowvt.com

Good Luck to the athletes
throughout Addison County!

Have a great season!

Make an appointment today!

MONUMENT FARMS MILK.
Made For Athletes.

Monument Farms Dairy
2107 James Road  |  Weybridge, VT 

802-545-2119  |  MonumentFarms.com

MONUMENT FARMS MILK.MONUMENT FARMS MILK.MONUMENT FARMS MILK.
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Hockey Skate Rentals  (youth size 8 to adult size 13)

Hockey Programs for All Ages
Reduced price Family and Small Group Rentals

Public Skating and Stick & Puck

296 Buttolph Dr, Middlebury
(802) 388 1238

info@memorialsportscenter.org

Weekend or Weekday Ice Time Available to Rent. 

Let Us Host Your Event!
Open times can be seen on the schedule page

at www.memorialsportscenter.org

Ice Coming mid-October

For full calendar, visit:
www.memorialsportscenter.org
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MIDDLEBURYUnion High SchoolUnion High School
By ANDY KIRKALDY

MIDDLEBURY — The most 
successful teams at Middlebury 
Union High School in the fall of 
2021 were cross country and boys’ 
soccer, and both appear poised to do 
well again. 

Football will be looking to bounce 
back both from a mid-pack Division 
I finish and a tough opening loss; 
girls’ soccer will look to once again 
host a D-II playoff game; and a 
young field hockey team will seek 
to find its footing.

Meanwhile, bass fishing appears 
to be hooking on at MUHS, while 
the school’s golf program has re-
established itself. 
CROSS COUNTRY 

The Tiger cross-country program 
is coming off another solid campaign, 
with the boys’ team finishing behind 
only powerhouse U-32 at the 
Division-II title meet, and the girls’ 
squad taking a respectable third in 
2021 competiton. 

Coach Chris Anderson is looking 
for more of the same, particularly 
for the boys. They return four of the 
five scorers at the 2021 state meet, 
losing only a senior who led the 
way, one place ahead of now junior 
Baxter Harrington in 13th. 

Three runners who are now 
sophomores rounded out the 2021 
scorers, Baker Nelson (16th), 
Haaken Olsen (22nd) and Matthew 
Berg (32nd).

“On the boys’ side we’ve got 
a strong group coming back,” 
Anderson said.

The boys’ team has also gained 
senior Ben Seaton, an accomplished 
800- and 1,500-meter track athlete 
who signed on. And that’s not all, 
according to Anderson.

“We have two freshman boys 
who are running pretty well, and we 
want to get them into the rotation,” 
he said, naming Matias Citarella and 
Kaden Hammond, while also noting 
other runners could work hard and 
emerge.

The cupboard is not as full on the 
girls’ side, but it 
is far from bare. 
S o p h o m o r e s 
Beth McIntosh 
and Ava 
Schneider and 
senior Seina 
D o w g i e w i c z 
all cracked 
the top 15 at 
the 2021 state 
meet. Anderson 
is confident 
freshman Mary 
Harrington will 
join that trio as a 
scorer.

“She’s running right along with 
those other three,” he said.

The most likely candidates for the 
other three starting varsity spots are 
three seniors, Ari Graham-Gurland, 
Mary Conklin and Dahlia Harrison-
Irwin, and one sophomore, Sarah 
Benz. Anderson again would not 
rule out other runners surprising. 

Overall, Anderson said the boys 
could nip at U-32’s heels this fall, 
and the girls could finish high in the 
standings as well.

“U-32 is usually well out ahead of 
the field, but I would almost expect 
Middlebury might be a little closer 
to them this year,” he said. “Four 
girls should be right up there near 
the front. So, yeah, I’m encouraged 
on both the boys’ and girls’ side.”
BOYS’ SOCCER

Boys’ soccer for the second 
straight season reached the Division 
II semifinal round before again 
bowing out to nemesis Milton. 

Coach Chris George hopes this 
year’s team 
can clear that 
semifinal hurdle. 

“We’ve got a 
lot of experience 
coming back, 
and I think their 
biggest strength 
is ambition. 
They know 
what a semifinal 
looks like, and 
they want to see 
what the next 
step looks like,” 
George said. 

The Tigers return veteran players 
on defense, at midfield, and on the 
attack. Senior Owen Lawton is 
a four-year starter in goal, where 
freshman Lyle Carey will serve 
as backup. Senior Toby Wells-
Spackman returns at one of the 
center back positions, and in the 
preseason George projected junior 
Noah Doherty-Konczal to pair with 
Wells-Spackman in the middle. 
Junior Eliot Heminway can spell 
them. 

Junior Gus Hodde, who can 
slide into the middle, and senior 
Henry Hunsdorfer will line up on 
the flanks, with seniors Graham 
Mattrick and Trevor Schnoor and 
sophomore Ian Sinclair ready to 
step in there. 

Central midfield starters are 
seniors Oliver Anderson and Trey 
Bosworth and sophomore Ollie 
Choudhury, all returners although 
Bosworth assumes a new role, with 
senior Zach Wilkerson and junior 
Eddie Fallis, also veterans, running 
wide. Juniors Iver Anderson and 
Milo Rees and senior Bronson 
Schoelzel will back them up.

George said he is confident in 
both those groups. “We’re going to 
be able to knock the ball around and 
possess it,” he said. “And it’s going 
to be hard to score against us.”

Senior Ronen Silberman will 
run up top, with classmate Eliot 
Schneider probably the first off the 
bench at striker, with seniors Nathan 
Bingham and Carter Lee also in the 
mix. 

“We have plenty of goals in the 
lineup. If those guys start firing 
we’re going to be tough to beat,” 
George said.

George added if the Tigers believe 
in themselves they should be tough 
to defeat.

“I think the sky is the limit,” he 
said. “There’s nothing but ourselves 
preventing us from another deep 
run.”
FOOTBALL

Coach Dennis Smith’s football 
team will be looking to bounce back 

from a campaign that by program 
standards was disappointing — a 
.500 regular season and a first-round 
playoff loss. 

Smith, speaking before a tough 
first-week setback to 2021 finalist 
CVU (after which he remained 
reasonably upbeat), said the 
potential should be there for Tiger 
football to step forward. 

“It’s been a good two-week 
preseason,” he said. “We moved 
the ball well. We didn’t turn it over 
… Defensively we didn’t give up 
anything.”

Smith listed a couple strengths. 
“We’ve got a lot of quickness. 

We’ve got a lot of kids returning that 
are hungry,” Smith said.

Offensively, the Tigers also bring 
back junior quarterback Jackson 
Gillett, who had to jump off the dock 
and learn to swim last year — he 
had never played a game of tackle 
football, thanks to COVID — after 
being pressed into action following 
an injury to the starter.

Smith said Gillett is more 
prepared to run the offense and can 
also throw the ball well when asked. 

“Jackson has come a long way, 
and he’s really accepted the role this 
year,” he said. “He’s had to make a 
big jump, and he has.”

Gillett will hand off most often 
to senior fullback Cam Stone and 
running backs Cole Schnoor, a 
senior, and Gavin McNulty, a junior. 
Sophomore Avery Carl will back up 
Stone, and junior Cole Warren got a 
few carries vs. CVU. Senior Charlie 
Stone, if healthy, could also be 
featured in the backfield; he sat out 

the opener with an injury.
When Gillett throws the top 

targets will be the backs; wideouts 
Cole Ashelin, a senior, and Brady 
McDonough, a junior; and tight 
ends Penn Riney, a senior, and 
Angus Blackwell, a sophomore. 

The starting line features 
sophomore Kyle Stearns at center, 
senior Sawyer Cadoret and junior 
Tim Whitney at guard, and senior 
Kagen Besser-Jones and sophomore 
Joseph Bergevin at tackle. 

The program has tweaked its 
defense to a set with three down 
linemen, four linebackers, and four 
in the secondary.

Smith said the move was made 
to take better advantage of the 
quickness of his personnel and to 
combat the spread passing attacks 
many other teams have adopted.

Cam Stone (and Charlie Stone 
if healthy) will see plenty of time 
up front defensively, along with 
senior Matt Brown, Besser-Jones, 
Bergevin and Cadoret. 

The linebackers are Carl, junior 
Aiden Laduke, Whitney, Schnoor, 
Blackwell and McNulty.

Junior Jacob Kemp and 
sophomore Tucker Morter will 
start at corner, with Gillett and 
McDonough at safety. Sophomores 
Luke Nuceder and George Devlin 
provide depth in the secondary.

Looking back, Smith said some of 
the inconsistency of the 2021 team 
can be traced in part to the lack of 
contact and running plays of the 7v7 
all-passing 2020 season, a problem 
for a program that emphasizes a 

(See MUHS, Page 4C)

ROSTERROSTER
SCHEDULESCHEDULENarges Anzali  12

Melody Berenbaum 12
Helen Brayton  12
Aidan Chance  12
Mary Conklin  12
Maddie Crowne  12
Seina Dowgiewicz 12
Megan Gemignani 12
Ari Graham-Gurland 12
Dahlia Harrison-Irwin 12
Finn O’Neill  12

Maeve Roche  12
Vivian Ross  12
Ben Seaton  12
Eleanna Sellers  12
Lewis Suchomel  12
B Porter   11
Asa Baker-Rouse  11
Mahina Elchibekova 11
Baxter Harrington 11
Ben Seaton  11
Reese Valley  11

Henry Weston  11
Sarah Benz  10
Matthew Berg   10
Jessie Bodette  10
Keil Broderson  10
Aaron Carr-Perlow 10
Avery Hamilton  10
Lucas Flinner  10
Beth McIntosh  10
Baker Nelson  10
Haakon Olsen  10

Gabe Schmitt  10
Ava Schneider  10
Ethan Spritzer  10
Matias Citarella  9
Berkeley Graham-Gurland       9
Kaden Hammond 9
Mary Harrington  9
Nathan Stefani  9
Alixis Williams  9

9/10 @ Burlington Invitational  2 p.m.
9/17 @ U-32 Invitational   10:15 a.m.
9/20 @ Mt. Abraham    4:35 p.m.
10/1 @ Woods Trail Run. Thetford  11:15 a.m.
10/8 @ Harwood Invitational   1 p.m.
10/15 @ NVAC Champs, Mississquoi  11:30 a.m.
10/29 @ State Champs, Thetford  11:30 a.m.

TIGER CROSS COUNTRYTIGER CROSS COUNTRY

COACH COACH Chris Anderson
ASSISTANT COACH ASSISTANT COACH Micaela Young

“The most successful 
teams at Middlebury 
Union High School in 
the fall of 2021 were 
cross country and 
boys’ soccer, and both 
appear poised to do 
well again.” 

TIGER GIRLS’ SOCCERTIGER GIRLS’ SOCCER

ROSTERROSTER

SCHEDULESCHEDULE

Stella Andrews  12
Elisabeth Crawford 12
Mary Johnson  12
Lily Lapiner  12
Becca Orten  12

Cady Pitner  12
Lia Robinson  12
Abigail Stafford  12
Audrey Carpenter 11
Cat Carpenter  11

Simone Duquette Hoffman       11
Caroline Nicolai  11
Amelia Quesnel  11
Harper Werme  11
Isabella Wilbur  11

Kassidy Brown  10
Elsa Burrows  10
Lily Dame  10
Meredith Horne  10
Jazmyn Hurley  10

Naomi McConville 10
GeorgiaPeach Parmalee-

Varkoutas      10
Ada Weaber  10
Esra Anzali  9

Solstice Binder  9
Cooper Cannon  9

9/3 Montpelier  10 a.m.
9/6 @ Enosburg  4:30 p.m.
9/9 OVUHS   4:30 p.m.
9/14 @ Fair Haven  6 p.m.
9/17 @ Rutland  11 a.m.
9/20 Mt. Abraham  4:30 p.m.
9/23 @ Rice   4:30 p.m.
9/28 Rutland   4:30 p.m.
10/1 VUHS   3 p.m.
10/4 @ Milton  4 p.m.
10/7 @ Mt. Abe  4 p.m.
10/12 Rice   4 p.m.
10/18 @ Rice   4 p.m.
10/21 Milton   4 p.m.

COACH  COACH  Reeves Livesay
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rushing attack. He expects better 
continuity this year. 

“When you’re a running football 
team there’s so much verbiage 
and learning the kids have to 
comprehend from one year to the 
next, and we just lost all that,” he 
said.

As for an outlook?
“I feel as we get a couple of weeks 

under our belt we’re just going to 
get better and better, and the kids 
will just get more confidence in 
themselves,” Smith said. “We’re 
looking for a good season.”

TIGER BOYS’ SOCCERTIGER BOYS’ SOCCER

ROSTERROSTER

9/7 @ Colchester  4:30 p.m.
9/10 Mt. Anthony  11 a.m.
9/14	 Mt.	Mansfield	 	 4:30	 p.m.
9/17 Mt. Abe   10 a.m.
10/19	 @	Rutland	 	 6	 p.m.
10/21 @ Missisquoi  4:30 p.m.
10/24 @ Mt. Abe  10 a.m.
9/27 VUHS   4:30 p.m.
9/30 Milton   4:30 p.m.
10/5 @ Rice   3:30 p.m.
10/8 @ Missisquoi  10 a.m.
10/14 @ VUHS   4 p.m.
10/19 @ Milton  4 p.m.
10/22 Rice   10 a.m.

Oliver	Anderson		 12
Nathan Bingham 12
Trey Bosworth  12
Henry	Hunsdorfer	 12

Owen Lawton  12
Carter Lee  12
Graham Mattrick 12
Eliot	Schneider	 	 12

Bronson Schoelzel 12
Trevor Schnoor  12
Ronen Silberman 12
Toby Wells-Spackman 12

Zach Wilkerson  12
Iver	Anderson	 	 11
Caleb Burrows  11
Noah Doherty-Konczal 11

Edward	Fallis	 	 11
Eliot Heminway  11
Gus	Hodde	 	 11
Milo Rees  11

Ollie	Choudhury		 10
Ian Sinclair  10
Lyle Carey  9

Any day of the year, any weather, any ability,
our facilities and staff are friendly and open to all. 
Enjoy:
• Two bright pools with a slide and great 
   natural light
• State-of-the art exercise equipment and 
   multiple cardio rooms
• Fun and engaging classes
• Multipurpose cross-training room 
• Racketball & Basketball courts
• Saunas and tanning
…and of course the Kid’s Lounge!

Middlebury
Vergennes 388-6888 vermontsun.com

Proud members of your fitness team since 1985!

SCHEDULESCHEDULE

9/2 CVU  7 p.m.
9/9 @ St. Johnsbury  7 p.m.
9/17 St. Albans  7 p.m.
9/23	 Rutland	 	 7	 p.m.
9/30 Essex  7 p.m.
10/7	 @	Hartford	 	 7	 p.m.
1014 @ Burlington/South Burlington  7 p.m.
10/21 @ Burr & Burton  7 p.m.

Cole Ashelin  12
Kagen Besser-Jones 12
Matthew Brown  12
Sawyer	Cadoret	 	 12
Layne Chant  12
Kaleb Huestis  12

Berkley McDermott 12
Penn Riney  12
Cole Schnoor  12
Nick	Sheldrick	 	 12
Cameron Stone  12
Charlie Stone  12

Makayla Swan  12
Jeremiah Tinker  12
Jackson Gillett  11
Jacob Kemp  11
Aiden	LaDuke	 	 11
Brady	McDonough	 11

Gavin McNulty  11
Dylan	Odell	 	 11
Wyatt Stearns  11
Jeremiah Tellier  11
Cole Warren  11
Tim Whitney  11

Joseph Bergevin 10
Angus Blackwell  10
Avery Carl  10
George Devllin  10
Tassilo Luksch  10
Tucker Morter  10

Luke	Nuceder	 	 10
Heath	Odell	 	 10
Alex Sperry  10

ROSTERROSTERCOACH COACH Dennis Smith
ASSISTANT COACHES ASSISTANT COACHES John Nuceder & Jed Malcolm 

SCHEDULESCHEDULE
TIGER FOOTBALLTIGER FOOTBALL

COACH COACH Chris  George

MUHS
(Continued from Page 3C)

GIRLS’ SOCCER
Coach Reeves Livesay’s girls’ 

soccer program in 2021 did well 
enough to earn, and win, a home 
playoff game. But about half 
the starting lineup received their 
diplomas in June, and the team has a 
new look this fall. Livesay remained 
hopeful about the Tigers’ prospects, 
however, as he expects a half-dozen 
returning seniors to set the tone for 
the team — and they did split their 
first two games. 

“I think we have a really nice 
group of seniors who are excited to 
take on new roles and are doing a 
really good job leading the team and 
helping bring us together,” he said. 

He has asked the Tigers to 
use their quickness to play more 

aggressively on offense rather than 
always rely on a patient buildup. 

“The team is really excited to 
explore playing a little bit of a 
different style this year and really 
play to our strengths,” he said.

The Tigers will have a 
reconfigured back line. 

Sophomores Meredith Horne, 
who has played at least some in the 
back in the past, and Elsa Burrows 
are new starters in the middle of that 
defense, with junior Harper Werme 
returning on one flank and probably 
junior Simone Duquette-Hoffman 
on the other. But Livesay said he 
could shake things up by moving 
senior Elisabeth Crawford into a 
starting role in the back.

Senior Stella Andrews, 
sophomore Amelia Quesnel, and 

freshmen Cooper Cannon and Esra 
Anzali will back up the defenders. 

Livesay expects his defense to 
steadily improve. 

“We have some new people 
on defense,” he said. “But every 
practice they’re learning and 
improving, and they’re coming 
together very well.”

Sophomore Kassidy Brown 
takes over in goal, with classmate 
GeorgiaPeach Parmalee-Varkoutas 
her backup. “Kassidy has really 
stepped up and embraced being in 
goal after playing in the field last 
year,” Livesay said.

Senior Lia Robinson returns 
to coordinate the attack at center 
midfield, where also freshman 
Solstice Binder will line up. Versatile 
senior veteran Cady Pitner will start 
either at center midfield, forward or 
flank midfield. Also in the midfield 
mix are senior Rebecca Orten and 
juniors Audrey Carpenter, Caroline 
Nicolai and Isabella Wilbur.

Senior Lily Lapiner, Crawford 
and sophomore Jazmyn Hurley are 
the top forwards, with senior Mary 
Johnson, junior Max Carpenter and 
sophomore Lily Dame ready to step 
in.

Livesay said he hopes the Tigers 
will peak after the leaves turn.  

“Our goal is the same every year,” 
he said. “We want to build toward 
the end of the season and feel like if 
we can get the process right, we’ll 
be at our best in the postseason.”
FIELD HOCKEY

Coach Brandi Whittemore’s 
field hockey program was more 
competitive game to game in 2021, 
but she acknowledges after the 
graduation of a number of starters 
and a roster this year with only two 
seniors and two juniors the program 
is looking at a reboot. 

Whittemore said the Tigers 
discussed what they hoped to 
accomplish during the preseason, 
and much of it had to do with laying 
the groundwork for success. 

“Growth will be huge,” she 
said. “Effort, communication and 
confidence were things that they 
wanted to focus on this year.”

Leadership will help keep 
the Tigers on an even keel, and 
Whittemore expects to see that from 
her veterans, notably senior central 
midfielder Hana Doria, junior 
flank midfielder Erin Mulcahy, and 
sophomore central defender Lila 
Cook Yoder.

“We have a young team, but we 
also have strong leaders to help set 
the tone,” she said.

Yoder will lead a defense that 
Whittemore said will see senior 
Adelaide Riche on one side and 
freshman Maya Breckenridge on 
the other, with sophomore Meredith 
Cameron the first off the bench and 
freshman Marolyn Bingham and 
Elizabeth Bunt spotting in.

Returning starting goalie Jolee 
Heffernan was injured as the season 
began, and sophomore Michaela 
Charbonneau took over.

Joining Doria and Mulcahy at 
midfield will be freshman Quinn 
Doria. That leaves an all-freshman 
front line, with Kenyon Connors, 
Navah Glickman and Ireland 
Hanley the likely starters and Ivy 
Gates spotting in. Another freshman, 
Stella Gray, is new to the sport.  

Whittemore has faith her younger 
players will develop their skills.  

“There is strong talent in the 
underclassmen,” she said. “They’re 
very coachable.”

But it might take time, even if it 
will be boosted by what she saw 
as good team camaraderie in the 
preseason. 

“The dynamic they have already 
created off the field, the friendships, 
I think will help them work together 
on the field,” Whittemore said.

And Assistant Coach Lindsay 
Lalonde added another goal for the 
program this fall. 

“Something Brandi just told them 
is ‘Have fun.’ Don’t forget to also 

have fun,” Lalonde said.
GOLF

MUHS golf Coach Joe Crodelle 
is disappointed no girls signed up, 
but was happy about the program’s 
numbers, which roughly doubled 
from the fall of 2021. In part he 
believes VPA’s move of the sport 
to the fall a couple years back is 
beginning to boost participation, at 
least at MUHS.

“We have 12 active kids on the 
boys’ team,” Crodelle said, adding, 
“And I’m very happy with the 
incoming players.”

And some of them should be 
consistently strong scorers, Crodelle 
said, naming senior returner Colin 
MacGuffie, junior Kellan Bartlett 
and sophomore Landon Kean.

Most likely to join them scoring 
at meets might be returning 
sophomore Ben Fuller, senior 
Willem Berry, and juniors Riley 
Disorda and Dylan Stowe.

Several of the others are 
newcomers and are learning fast, 
Crodelle said, and could make an 
impact. 

“I would definitely say we will 
be more competitive than last year,” 
Crodelle said.  

Crodelle also noted the Tigers 
were set to host two regular season 
events early in September.

He also said only one Tiger 
went to the state championship 
qualifying tournament in 2021, and 
the program hopes to send a full 
five-player slate this fall. And that 
qualifier is at Ralph Myhre Golf 
Course on Oct. 6. 

“It’s at home, which is another 
added bonus,” he said. “So we’re 
really hoping to have five there 
and show and do well and see what 
happens from there.”
BASS FISHING

MUHS this year is also launching 
bass fishing, a new VPA-approved 
activity as of 2021, as the school’s 

(See MUHS, Page 5C)
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TIGER FIELD HOCKEYTIGER FIELD HOCKEY

ROSTERROSTER

SCHEDULESCHEDULE

Hana Doria  12
Adelaide Riche  12
Jolee Heffernan  11

Erin Mulcahy  11
Michaela Charbonneau 10
Meredith Cameron 10

Lila Cook Yoder  10
Marolyn Bingham 9
Maya Breckenridge 9

Elizabeth Bunt  9
Kenyon Connors  9
Quinn Doria  9

Ivy Gates  9
Navah Glikman  9
Stella Gray  9

Ireland Hanley  9
Callie Rees  9

COACH COACH Brandi Whittemore Correia

9/2	 @	Mt.	Mansfield		 	 4	 p.m.
9/6	 @	Colchester	 	 	 4	 p.m.
9/8	 Burlington	 	 	 4:30	 p.m.
9/14	 @	Rice	 	 	 	 4	 p.m.
9/16	 @	Mt.	Abe	 	 	 4	 p.m.
9/20	 South	Burlington	 	 4:30	 p.m.
9/24	 @	Essex		 	 	 10	 a.m.
9/28	 Essex	 	 	 	 4:30	 p.m.
10/1 Mt. Abe    10 a.m.
10/6	 @	OVUHS	 	 	 4	 p.m.
10/12	 @	Burlington	 	 	 4	 p.m.
10/14	 Mt.	Mansfield	 	 	 4	 p.m.
10/18	 Colchester	 	 	 4	 p.m.
10/20	 CVU	 	 	 	 4	 p.m.

SCHEDULESCHEDULE

TIGER GOLFTIGER GOLF

9/6	 Girls	open	@	Sugarbush
9/7	 Ralph	Myhre
9/9 @ Basin Harbor
9/12 Girls @ Links at Lang
9/14	 	Ralph	Myhre

9/16 @ Rocky Ridge
9/20 @ Links at Lang
9/2	 Girls	Open	@	West	Bolton	
10/6	 Boys	State	Qualifier	@	Ralph	Myhre
10/12	 Girls		Championships	@	Williston

ROSTERROSTER
Willem	Berry	 	 12
Shannon Gillett  12
Colin	MacGuffie		 12
Clyde Malhotra  12
Fynn	Whitlock	 	 12
Kellan Bartlett  11

Riley Disorda  11
Zach Jette  11
Jonas McDermott 11
Dylan Stowe  11
Benjamin Fuller  10
Dominic Jones  10

Landon Kean  10
Berkeley Graham-Gurland   9
Hunter Sunhawk 9
Lucus	Williams	 	 9

COACH COACH Joe Crodelle

 ROSTER ROSTER

TIGER BASS FISHINGTIGER BASS FISHING

Willem	Berry	 	 12
Carter Hubbell  12
Iver Anderson  11
Casey Calzini  11

Dylan Stowe  11
Vance Larocque  10
Rainie Kuebler Raymond 9
Maren Shubert  9

Makayla	Warner		 9
Alyssa	Warren	 	 9

COACHES COACHES Jason Betourney & John Fitzgerald

SCHEDULESCHEDULE
9/17 VPA Classic @ South Hero 10/8 State Tourney @ South Hero

VERGENNES Union High SchoolUnion High School
By ANDY KIRKALDY

VERGENNES — This fall at 
Vergennes Union High School the 
boys’ soccer team is looking to 
prolong a series of strong seasons, 
the girls’ soccer team is hoping 
to bounce back after a rare down 
campaign, a former coach returns to 
lead cross country, and at least one 
of the newer varsity sports appears 
to be gaining traction. 
BOYS’ SOCCER

Coach Kevin Hayes’s team has 
been in the title hunt for at least 
the past two seasons, with one-goal 
losses in the Division III boys’ 
soccer semifinal round in both 2020 
and 2021. 

Hayes believes a team with nine 
seniors, most of them expected 
to play key roles this fall, has the 
potential to be right back in the mix.

“The outlook is positive,” Hayes 
said. “The core is good. The 
midfield is strong.”

Four of those seniors will start 
in that midfield. Jack Wyman as 
an attacking central midfielder and 
Parker Kayhart will line up in the 
middle with a defensive orientation. 
Classmates Shamus Rooney and 
Gideon Palmer will look to supply 
some oomph to the offense from 
the flanks, while junior Ryder 
Messinger is also likely to join them 
in the starting lineup in the middle. 

Seniors Henry Anderson and 

Connor Kelly and sophomores 
Ethan Croke, Spencer Grimm and 
Gabriel Scribner will all be in the 
midfield mix. 

Hayes was planning to give 
seniors Elijah Duprey and Xavier 
DeBlois the starting nods at forward, 
with senior Abram Francis, Kelly 
and Scribner available to rotate in.

Between that group and the 
attacking middies Hayes expects 
production.

“We’ll create some opportunities,” 
he said.

The back line, hit hardest by 
graduation, will be rebuilt. Junior 
Oakley Francis saw time at center 
back a year ago, and now takes 
over full time. Senior Eli Brace and 
sophomore Spencer Gebo will flank 
him most of the time.

But Hayes could at times go 
with a four-back alignment, either 
by moving a center middie back 
or giving more time to the other 
defenders, junior Sawyer Leonard 
and freshman Ryker Mosehauer. 
Junior newcomer Devin Brisson 
takes over in goal. 

How a defense with three new 
starters and a new goalie fare will 
be critical, but Hayes said he is 
confident they will grow into their 
roles.

Because the Commodores have 
a tough regular season against 
Division I teams in the Lake 
Division they will have to bring 

their A game every day to compete, 
Hayes said, while also earning 
enough wins to get a favorable D-II 
seed would be helpful. 

“We’re looking to make a run 
again, like the last couple years,” 
he said. “We’ve had 10-, 11-win 
seasons, so that’s pretty good. We’re 
trying to maintain that and get a 
better playoff spot than we did last 
year.”
GIRLS’ SOCCER

In 2021, a first-round playoff 
loss as a low seed snapped the 
VUHS girls’ soccer program of four 
straight seasons making the D-III 
finals. With the team’s usual tough 
schedule, Co-coaches Pete Maneen 
and Dwight Irish aren’t saying the 
Commodores will bounce back to 
those heights even with an infusion 
of talented youngsters, but they are 
looking for better. 

“We’re going to get some nice 
solid young players,” Irish said. 
“Our starting 11 is going to be pretty 
respectable. Right from there I think 
we’re going to compete better, and I 
think that might translate into more 
wins.”

It’s not that the team doesn’t have 
upperclassmen — there are seven 
seniors on the roster. But three have 
not played soccer in high school, 
and the coaches projected only three 
others will start — defensive central 
midfielder/defender and unofficial 
team leader Reese Gernander, 

outside midfielder Bee Eckels, and 
outside back Sam Hallock. 

Meanwhile, all four freshman are 
likely to start: striker/outside middie 
Ava Francis, center back Amelia 
Giroux, goalie Quincy Sabick and 
center middie Ashtin Stearns. 

Irish said the group is talented, 
but there could be some growing 
pains as they adapt to varsity play in 
the Lake Division.

“They are young, so they’re 
probably going to have some bumps 
and ups and downs along the way,” 
Irish said. 

Amelia Giroux will have support 
at central defense, where she will 
pair either with her older sister, junior 
Madelyn Giroux, or Gernander. 
The coaches said sophomore Jing 
Williams is likely to get the nod at 
the other flank on defense opposite 
Hallock. Seniors Siobhan Potter 
and Natalie Bergeron will spell the 
outside backs. 

Junior Kaelin Sullivan returns 
as an offensive central midfielder 
to help control the middle of the 
field; she is coming off a strong 
sophomore season. Along with 
either Gernander or Giroux and 
the two freshmen, junior Emily 
Lowe will rotate through at central 
midfield. 

Along with Sullivan and Francis 
at flank midfield, seniors Carlyn 
Rapoport, Olivia Correia and Claire 
Hatch, plus sophomore Tryphene 

Miguel, are in the mix. Junior 
Alaina LeBeau and Miguel join 
Francis at striker. 

Irish said chemistry also looked 
like a plus in early going, with the 
seniors making newcomers feel 
welcome. He believes regardless of 
wins and losses the season should 
be positive, but the harmony could 
also help tilt the Commodores’ 
record in a favorable direction.

“I feel like the team dynamic this 
year is really good. The girls are 
really getting along,” Irish said. “It 
feels like a real team, and a lot of the 
time that translates into something 
good on the field.”
CROSS COUNTRY

After a year off due to work 
conflicts, former VUHS cross-
country and track coach Brad 
Castillo is back to take over the 
reins of the cross-country program. 
He inherits a program that once 
again has low numbers. As of the 
opening of school there were five 
boys, the bare minimum to compete 
at the D-III state meet, and only 
three girls. 

“It’s a small team, which is 
nothing new to us,” he said. 

But two more girls would at least 
allow that side of the team to score 
at all its meets, and also given the 
small margin of error on the boys’ 
side Castillo was hoping for more 
recruits. 

He does see potential in the 

individuals. The team’s only senior 
is Jasmine Little, a varsity basketball 
and softball player new to cross 
country who has ample athletic 
ability; Castillo believes she could 
thrive in cross country. He also 
believes junior Zoe Reid St. John 
will progress due to a strong work 
ethic. Sophomore Torrey Hanna is 
the team veteran, and he said she 
could “break through” this fall.

He sees juniors Calder Rakowski 
and Calvin Gramling as most 
likely to be the boys’ top runners, 
with sophomore Grey Fearon and 
freshmen Carter McGuire and 
Chance Koenig showing promise.

The group made a good 
impression on Castillo in the early 
going.  

“They’re excited to be here,” he 
said. “They’re attentive. They’re 
smart. They’re a great group of kids. 
They appear to want to learn how to 
do it. Most of them run all year … 
They’re ready and they’ve showed 
up every day ready to work.”

A D-III championship might be 
unrealistic, at least this fall, Castillo 
said. but working to improve and 
looking for personal bests are 
reasonable and laudable goals.

“My goal is to make sure they 
go to every meet with their own 
motivation to improve in some 
way,” Castillo said. “We’re 
going to see how we can improve 

(VUHS, Page 6C)

charges into bass fishing’s two 

scheduled competitions, both to be 
held at the John Guilmette Access 
Area in South Hero. One is the VPA 
Classic High School Tournament 
on Sept. 17, and the other is the 
championship tournament on Oct. 
8.

MUHS 
(Continued from Page 4C)
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COMMODORE GOLFCOMMODORE GOLF
Nathan Muzzy  12 Devon Pierce  10

ROSTERROSTERCOACH  COACH  Jason Hughes

individually within each person. A 
lot of them have expressed some 
goals about running certain times.”
GOLF

Only two golfers signed up to play 
this year for VUHS. Sophomore 
Devon Pierce returns after playing 
on the team in 2021, and senior 
Nathan Muzzy joins him. 

They will work on their goal 
games under the tutelage of Basin 
Harbor professional Jason Hughes 
and look to compete as individuals 
in Metro Conference events. 

They will have some company: 
VUHS 8th-grader Benjamin Hale 
and Mount Abraham senior Brenden 
Oxford will join them in learning the 
fine points of the sport from Hughes 
on the Basin Harbor course. 

BASS FISHING
Meanwhile, the sport of bass 

fishing, which the VPA in recent 
years approved as a varsity activity, 
grew at VUHS in its second fall. As 
of the opening of school on Aug. 
31, Coach Jack McGuire’s varsity 
team boasted five members: junior 
Lizi Bennett, sophomores Zachary 
Norris, Brody McGuire and Felipe 
Sanchez; and freshman Harmony 
Stearns .

And nine middle schoolers signed 
up, even though they will not be 
allowed to compete in the sport’s 
two VPA-sanctioned events, both at 
the John Guilmette Access Area in 
South Hero: the VPA Classic High 
School Tournament on Sept. 17, and 
the championship tournament on 
Oct. 8.

McGuire said he planned to reach 
out to coaches at other local high 
schools to set up scrimmages to give 
all his anglers a chance to compete.

But he said getting out on the 
water and learning to enjoy a 
lifetime activity was more important 
than winning. 

“My goal is more participation 
than ‘Vergennes wins the state 
championship,’” said McGuire, 
who is thrilled to see the program 
growing.

He is also grateful for his half-
dozen assistant coaches, who 
provide the team’s boats and fuel as 
well as guidance to the anglers. He 
said without them and their vessels 
and support the team could not 
thrive.

“It’s a tricky thing, the logistics. 
There’s the space on the boats,” 
McGuire said. “Ideally, three people 
on boat is what you want to do. You 
have a coach, an angler on the front 
and an angler on the back of the 
boat. And then you need access to 
boats.”

VUHS
(Continued from Page 5C)

COMMODORE BASS FISHINGCOMMODORE BASS FISHING

Natalie Bergeron  12
Olivia Correia  12
Bee Eckels  12
Reese Gernander  12
Sam Hallock  12
Clair Hatch  12

Siobhan Potter  12
Carlyn Rapoport  12
Madelyn Giroux  11
Aliana Lebeau  11
Emily Lowe  11
Kaelin Sullivan  11

Tryphene Miguel  10
Jing Williams  10
Ava Francis  9
Amelia Giroux  9
Quincy Sabick  9
Ashtin Stearns  9

ROSTERROSTERCOACH  COACH  Jack McGuire

SCHEDULESCHEDULE
9/17 VPA Classic @ South Hero 10/8 State Tourney @ South Hero

COMMODORE BOYS’ SOCCERCOMMODORE BOYS’ SOCCER

ROSTERROSTER
Henry Anderson  12
Eli Brace  12
Xavier DeBlois  12
Elijah Duprey  12

Abram Francis  12
Parker Kayhart  12
Gideon Palmer  12
Shamus Rooney  12

Jack Wyman  12
Devin Brisson  11
Oakley Francis  11
Connor Kelly  11

Sawyer Leonard  11
Ryder Messinger            11
Ethan Croke  10
Spencer Gebo  10

Spencer Grimm  10
Gabriel Scribner  10
Ryker Mosehauer 9

SCHEDULESCHEDULE

9/2	 @	Northfield/Williamstown	 4:30	 p.m.
9/7	 @	Winooski	 	 	 4:30	 p.m.
9/10	 @	Mt.	Abe	 	 	 10	 a.m.
9/16	 Fair	Haven	 	 	 4:30	 p.m.
9/21	 @	Rice	 	 	 	 4:30	 p.m.
9/24	 @	Missisquoi	 	 	 10	 a.m.
9/27	 @	MUHS	 	 	 4:30	 p.m.
9/30	 Mt.	Abe		 	 	 4:30	 p.m.
10/3	 @	Milton	 	 	 6	 p.m.
10/6	 @	GMVS	 	 	 4	 p.m.
10/8	 Rice	 	 	 	 1:30	 p.m.
10/11	 Missisquoi	 	 	 4	 p.m.
10/14	 MUHS	 	 	 	 4	 p.m.
10/22	 Milton	 	 	 	 10	 a.m.

COACH COACH Kevin Hayes

We Support
All of Our High 
School Teams!

33 Seymour Street, Middlebury, VT  •  802-388-7620 
 www.countytirecenter.com •  info@countytirecenter.com

Mon – Fri  8am-4pm  •  Closed Sunday

Family operated since 1982

county tire 
keeps you 

in the game

Oldest Locally Owned & Operated  Automotive
and Tire Shop in Addison County for 40 Years!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR

REGISTER TODAY!
M I D D L E B U R Y M A P L E R U N . C O M

Sunday, Oct. 2, 2022
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COMMODORE GIRLS’ SOCCERCOMMODORE GIRLS’ SOCCER

ROSTERROSTER

SCHEDULESCHEDULE

Natalie Bergeron 12
Olivia Correia  12
Bee Eckels  12

Reese Gernander 12
Sam Hallock  12
Clair Hatch  12

Siobhan Potter  12
Carlyn Rapoport  12
Madelyn Giroux  11

Aliana Lebeau  11
Emily Lowe  11
Kaelin Sullivan  11

Tryphene Miguel 10
Jing Williams  10
Ava Francis  9

Amelia Giroux  9
Quincy Sabick  9
Ashtin Stearns  9

COACHES COACHES Dwight Irish, Peter Maneen 

9/3 Randolph  11 a.m.
9/6 Fairfax   4:30 p.m.
9/9 Missisquoi  4:30 p.m.
9/14 @ Enosburg  4:30 p.m.
9/20 @ Rice   4:30 p.m.
9/28 @ GMVS  4:30 p.m.
9/29 @ Milton  6 p.m.
10/1 @ MUHS  3 p.m.
10/4 Mt. Abe   4 p.m.
10/8 Rice    11 a.m.
10/10 @ Stowe  4 p.m.
10/15 Milton   11 a.m.
10/18 MUHS   4 p.m.
10/21 @ Mt. Abe  4 p.m.

  ROSTER  ROSTER
Jasmine Little  12
Calvin Gramling  11
Calder Rakowski  11
Zoe Reid-St. John 11

Grey Fearon  10
Torrey Hanna  10
Chance Koenig  9
Carter McGuire  9

9/03 @ Essex Invitational
9/10 @ Burlington Invitational
9/20 @ Mt. Abe
10/1 @ Thetford
10/7	 @	Mt.	Mansfield
10/15 @ NVAC Championships at MVU
10/29 @ State Championships at Thetford

SCHEDULESCHEDULE

COACH  COACH  Brad Castillo

COMMODORE CROSS COUNTRYCOMMODORE CROSS COUNTRY

MOUNT ABRAHAM Union High SchoolUnion High School
By ANDY KIRKALDY

BRISTOL — The established 
team sports at Mount Abraham all 
started the preseason with a sense 
of optimism, and meanwhile two 
new activities joined the fold, even 
if sign-up for each was limited as 
school opened. 
FIELD HOCKEY

The team that has made the most 
news at Mount Abe in recent years, 
and not only in the fall, has been 
field hockey. The Eagle stickers 
under the guidance of longtime 
Coach Mary Stetson have won 
11 Division II titles since 2000, 
including the past four. 

The program made another 
headline or two this summer: 
Stetson stepped down, and her 
daughter, Jen Myers, a program 
assistant for the past decade, was 
hired to take the reins. 

Myers takes over a team with 
a different look: Six seniors 
graduated, most of whom played 
key roles over the past few seasons. 
But the new coach expects the 
Eagle upperclassmen to step up 
and put their own stamp on the 
program. 

“I’m so excited to watch these 
juniors and seniors flourish into 
this. They’ve had such a great 
opportunity these past few years 
to play with a great group of six 
kids who graduated in the spring,” 
Myers said. “But they learned a lot 
from them, and it’s been fun even 
in the first week to make it their 
own a little bit and lead this group 
of kids that is so young.”

A conversation about these 
Eagle seniors starts with central 
midfielder Madi Gile, a four-year 
starter, scorer of huge postseason 
goals, and an athlete recognized as 
one of Vermont’s top two-way field 
hockey players.

Gile will anchor a midfield in 
which she is the only returning 
starter, although two speedy junior 
veterans will join her. Morgan 
Barnard will start on one flank, 
according to Myers’s preseason 
plan, and saw significant time at 

both midfield and forward in 2021. 
Sarah Heath takes over on the other 
side after serving as a key member 
of the forward line rotation a year 
ago. 

The final midfield starter is 
freshman Maris LaPerle, who will 
line up at defensive central middie. 
Junior Grace Orvis will spell the 
midfielders, Myers said, unless she 
starts at flank defender. 

About that defense: Myers 
believes it will be an Eagle strong 
point. Senior Payton Vincent is a 
multi-year starter in the middle, 
as is senior Natalie Adams on one 
flank. Either sophomore Bella 
Hartwell or Orvis will start on the 
other side. 

“I am definitely looking forward 
to watching our defense,” said 
Myers. 

She added junior Greta Jennison 
is “totally ready” to take over in 
goal after working with the varsity 
for two years, and sophomore Rory 
Hendee will back her up. 

Senior Olivia Campbell proved 
capable of scoring goals in bunches 
a year ago and should set the tone 
for a young group up front, Myers 
said. The rest of the forward 
crew includes sophomores Paden 
Lathrop and Lilyana Case and 
freshman Addison Wright.

Myers is mindful a new-look 
Eagle team will once again 
look to be competitive against a 
challenging Metro Conference 
schedule heavy with Division-I 
teams before it reaches the D-II 
postseason.

“It’s a really tough league. So 
to compete might not look super 
successful on a piece of paper, but 
might be really successful just on 
things we’re accomplishing on 
the field,” she said. “I’m a firm 
believer they can totally get the 
job done. They can totally compete 
with everybody in our league. Now 
it’s their turn to believe that.”
FOOTBALL

The other big offseason news for 
Eagle fall teams was that Coach 
Jeff Stein’s joint Mount Abraham-
Vergennes football team was 

moved down from D-II to D-III, 
where the Eagles have received 
some buzz as a potential contender. 

Stein remains cautious, 
especially because key skill players 
graduated, and the program’s 
turnout was modest. Fifteen 
players will do most of the heavy 
lifting, he said, with his plans 
calling for a number of freshmen to 
help out on special teams to lighten 
the starters’ load.

But early on Stein liked what he 
saw. 

“This has been a good offseason. 
Preseason has been going pretty 
good,” he said. “Our numbers are 
small, but I like the 15 we’ve got. 
They’re positive. They’re working 
hard. And I think, knock on wood, 
if we don’t have any injuries we’ve 
got a solid team.”

Stein also noted the Eagles 
will be relying on a few younger 
starters, especially on the offensive 
line. 

“As long as we can get a couple 
of our freshmen on the offensive 
line to step up and do what we 
think they can do, we should be 
very competitive,” he said. 

That said, Stein said the move to 
D-III does not guarantee MAV will 
have an easy path.

“There’s a lot of good teams in 
Division III,” he said. “And we 
lost a lot of talent. We lost 12 guys, 
and 10 or 11 or them all saw ample 
minutes so there’s a lot to replace.”

That search included finding 
a new quarterback, who will be 
senior Zeke Dubois.

“He’s seeing the field real well 
and making good decisions,” Stein 
said.

Dubois and senior offensive 
tackle Caleb Russell are providing 
key leadership, he added.

Stein hopes the younger linemen 
can hold their own and allow him 
to feature junior Jamison Couture 
as a lead running back. Junior 
Jordan McDowell is another top 
candidate for the backfield.

Catching the ball will be senior 
tight end/wide receiver Benjamin 
Brown; junior wideouts Ian Funke, 

Connor Meacham and Jamison 
Huizenga; and sophomore wide 
receiver Tyler White. 

Joining Russell on the O line 
will be senior Spencer White, 
juniors Connor Meacham and 
Wyatt Allenson, sophomore Gerrit 
Beenen and freshmen Tyson 
Hallock and Gabriel Roussin — 
and possibly Couture. 

Especially if Couture lines up in 
the backfield, Stein said the Eagles 
might run a little more often than 
in recent years, maybe 40% of the 
time.

“We’re going to still throw the 
ball around. But we understand our 
personnel and what we have and 
what our strength is. We have two 
or three good offensive linemen 
and making a move to Jamison to 
running back, we can obviously 
have more of a ground-and-pound 
running game,” Stein said.

The MAV defense will use what 
Stein called “a little bit more of a 
spread scheme” that will rely on 
speed and aggression out of a base 
three-linemen look, with more 
blitzing incorporated.

Russell, Couture, Allenson, 
Beenen, Roussin and Hallock will 
rotate through the D line. The 
linebackers will be senior Lucas 
Allen (who can also play safety), 
McDowell, White, and possibly 
Allenson. 

Brown, Dubois and White are the 
safeties, and Funke and Meacham 
are cornerbacks. 

Stein said there are at least a 
half-dozen contenders in D-III, but 
the “bar is set” for the program to 
host a playoff game.

“But I think for us to do that, 
other than (avoiding) injuries, is 
just the kids going out there and 
playing hard. I know we have the 
skill level,” Stein said, adding, “It’s 
going to be a fun season, and a fun 
group to compete with.”
GIRLS’ SOCCER

After field hockey, the most 
successful program at Mount Abe 
in the fall of 2021 was the girls’ 
soccer team coached by school 

Physical Education teacher Dustin 
Corrigan, now the longest tenured 
varsity Eagle head coach. The 
Eagles shrugged off an 0-5 start 
against D-I competition to reach 
the D-II semifinal round, and 
Corrigan in the preseason saw what 
could be a better group this year.

“Our technical ability has 
improved a lot,” he said. “We have 
some new players in the mix and 
players returning that have raised 
their level.”

That schedule has not changed 
much, and the Eagles will again 
have to weather an early storm. 
Corrigan said as long as the athletes 
understand they won’t emerge with 
a spotless record from that stretch 
that the tough competition should 
again help raise their level of play.

“I like starting the season 
off playing these Metro-level 
opponents that are really going to 
challenge us,” he said. “That helps 
us, ultimately.”

One key returner is Lake 
Division all-star goalie Joy Toy, 
a junior. In front of her senior 
Patricia McNerney, sophomore 
Mackenzie Griner and freshmen 
Lillian McClain appeared to be 
locked into starting roles, with 
sophomore Brailey Livingston 
and senior Dakota Larocque 
challenging for time.

Senior Lucy Parker and junior 
Annie Dufault return and will start 
at central midfield, with junior 
Ellison Thomas and freshman Isla 
Underwood on the flanks, and 
Thomas ready to spell the center 
mids. Senior Abigail Stoddard, 
junior Piper Guilmette and 
sophomore Hazel Guilmette are 
also in the midfield mix. 

Corrigan said he believes the 
Eagles should be solid in the back 
and middle with the newcomers 
getting up to speed quickly playing 
with their more experienced 
teammates.

Corrigan plans to start three 
veterans up front, senior Maia 
Jensen and juniors Natalie 
Atkins and Piper Guilmette, with 
sophomores Hazel Guilmette, 

Safi Camoura and Hazel Stoddard 
spelling them.

“We have a lot of good attacking 
players,” he said, adding, “I think 
we’re going to be able to score 
goals.”

If all goes well, Corrigan said 
those early games should prepare 
the team for another late-season 
surge.

“If the ultimate goal is to win a 
Lake Division championship, win 
a D-II championship … we should 
be pretty battle hardened,” he said. 
BOYS’ SOCCER

In 2021, Coach Rider 
MacCrellish’s Eagle boys’ soccer 
team mixed in tough setbacks with 
exhilarating victories, including a 
road win at Middlebury. But the 
Eagles lost a hard-fought rubber 
match with the Tigers in the first 
round of the D-II postseason.

MacCrellish hopes for more this 
year after his seniors took it upon 
themselves to run team training 
sessions this summer. 

“This is a super dedicated 
group,” MacCrellish said. “They 
came in with a lot of energy to have 
an improved season, especially the 
seniors.”

The hard work carried over to the 
preseason, he said, and the Eagles 
appeared to have bonded 

“They show up to practice 
ready to work hard, and they take 
feedback really well,” MacCrellish 
said. “And they get along with 
each other well.”

The Eagles have leadership and 
experience on the defensive end, 
although there is also one health 
question. Captain Jake Lucarelli 
is one of two defensive central 
midfielder’s along with sophomore 
Jonah Howell, and MacCrellish 
planned to deploy senior veterans 
Chance Denecker and Gavin 
Bannister as center backs. 

But Bannister was nursing a 
preseason injury. Until Bannister 
might be ready, MacCrellish said 
junior Owen Frizzell will pair with 
Denecker. 

(See MAUHS, Page 8C)
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He added Sawyer Shepard and 
junior Sam Mangini were likely 
to start at outside back, while said 
freshman James Graziadei would 
start somewhere, either at midfield 
or defense, and junior Finley 
Kaeck is also available on D. 

The defense will line up in 
front of two candidates to start in 
goal, senior Domenic DeNapoli or 
junior Luke Bleich.

Senior Sam Tropp will start at 
offensive central mid, with junior 
Noah Ladeau spelling him there 
as well as filling in on the flanks. 
Flank midfielders include senior 
Noah Kirshenbaum, juniors Luke 
Mayer and Jack Breault, plus 
Graziadei and Kaeck. 

Junior Judah Jackson will start at 
striker, with the versatile Graziadei 
a top choice to spell him, according 
to MacCrellish.

As well as chemistry, the Eagles 
have skill and quickness, according 
to their coach.

“We have a lot of similar 
technical ability across everyone,” 
MacCrellish said. “A lot of guys 
have good physical ability and 
speed.”

And he described the team’s 
mission.

“I really want to see these guys 
compete hard and grow consistently 
every game,” MacCrellish said. 
“That’s really what our goal is.”

Achieving that goal should have 
a desirable side effect.

“That will pull us into the 
postseason with confidence,” he 
said.

CROSS COUNTRY
Eagle cross country coaches Eva 

Friend and Brent Crum are looking 
forward to spending another season 
with a group of athletes they say 
are a joy to work with.  

“We have an exceptional group 
of students out right now,” Crum 
said. “As far as gelling as a group 
goes, they are an A team. They 
cheer each other on during hill 
workouts. When it gets difficult 
they are clapping for each other. 
It’s a strong cohort of kids.”

Most of the returners from the 
2021 state meet are on the girls’ 
side. Sophomore Kayla Friend 
cracked the top 30 in D-II, and 
she and seniors Ruby Jean Hall 
and Maisy Hill all came in under 
30 minutes on the tough Thetford 

EAGLE GIRLS’ SOCCEREAGLE GIRLS’ SOCCER
SCHEDULESCHEDULE

9/3 Burlington   10 a.m.
9/10  South Burlington  11 a.m.
9/13	 Mt.	Mansfield	 	 	 4:30	p.m.
9/17	 @	Colchester	 	 	 10	 a.m.
9/20	 @	MUHS	 	 	 4:30	p.m.
9/22	 Milton	 	 	 	 4:30	p.m.
9/28	 Rice	 	 	 	 4:30	p.m.
10/01	 @	Rutland	 	 	 3	 p.m.
10/04	 @	VUHS		 	 	 4	 p.m.
10/07	 MUHS	 	 	 	 4	 p.m.
10/10	 @	U-32	 	 	 	 4	 p.m.
10/12	 @	Milton	 	 	 4	 p.m.
10/15	 @	Rice	 	 	 	 10	 a.m.
10/21	 VUHS	 	 	 	 4	 p.m.

ROSTERROSTER
Natalie	Atkins	 	 12
Maia	Jensen	 	 12
Patty	McNerney	 	 12

Lucy	Parker	 	 12
Abigail	Sturtevant	 12
Annie	Dufault	 	 11

Piper	Guillemette	 11
Ellie	Thomas	 	 11
Joanna	Toy	 	 11

Hazel	Guillemette	 10
Safi	Camara	 	 10
MacKenzie	Griner	 10

Brailey	Livingston	 10
Louisa	Painter	 	 10
Hazel	Stoddard	 	 10

Lillian McClain 9
Isla	Underwood	 9

COACH COACH Dustin Corrigan

MAUHS
(Continued from Page 7C)

(See MAUHS, Page 9C)

64 Jackman Drive  •  Bristol, VT 05443 
For information on all your energy needs, please call us at:  

802-453-2381 or www.JackmansInc.com

GOOD LUCK TO ALL FALL
SPORTS TEAMS!

HARD WORK AND DETERMINATION
WILL MAKE YOU CHAMPIONS!

EAGLE BOYS’ SOCCEREAGLE BOYS’ SOCCER

ROSTERROSTER
Gavin	Bannister	 	 12
Domenic	Denapoli	 12
Chance	Deneker		 12
Noah	Kirshenbaum	 12
Jake	Lucarelli	 	 12
Sawyer	Shepard		 12

Samuel	Tropp	 	 12
Luke	Bleich	 	 11
Jack	Breault	 	 11
Owen	Frizzel	 	 11
Judah	Jackson	 	 11
Finley	Keack	 	 11

Noah	Ladeau	 	 11
Sam Mangini  11
Luke	Mayer	 	 11
Jonah	Howell	 	 10
James	Graziadei		 9

SCHEDULESCHEDULE
9/08	 @	U-32	 	 	 	 4	 p.m.
9/10	 VUHS	 	 	 	 9	 a.m.
9/13	 @	Colchester	 	 	 4:30	p.m.
9/17 @ MUHS   10 a.m.
9/21	 @	Milton	 	 	 4:30	p.m.
9/24	 MUHS	 	 	 	 10	 a.m.
9/27	 Rice	 	 	 	 4:30	p.m.
9/30	 @	VUHS		 	 	 4:30	p.m.
10/5	 Missisquoi	 	 	 4	 p.m.
10/8 Milton    10 a.m.
10/11	 GMVS	 	 	 	 4	 p.m.
10/14	 @	Rice	 	 	 	 4	 p.m.
10/20	 @	GMVS	 	 	 4	 p.m.
10/22 @ Missisquoi   10 a.m.

COACH COACH  Rider MacCrellish

Teamwork divides
the task and
multiplies the success.
    Author Unknown

Good Luck Teams!

HEATING OIL  •  PLUMBING & HEATING  • GASOLINE

Owned & Operated by the MacIntyre Family since 1943

“Making Friends Warm Is Our Business”

388-9260
213 Exchange St., Middlebury
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EAGLE FIELD HOCKEYEAGLE FIELD HOCKEY

ROSTERROSTER

SCHEDULESCHEDULE

Natalie Adams  12
Olivia Campbell  12
Madi Gile  12

Payton Vincent  12
Morgan Barnard  11
Grace Bolton-Orvis 11

Sarah Heath  11
Greta Jennison  11
Lily Case  10

Bella Hartwell  10
Rory Hendee  10
Paden Lathrop  10

Maris LaPerle  9
Addison Wright  9

COACH  COACH  Jen Myers

9/2 @ Missisquoi   4 p.m.
9/6	 @	Mt.	Mansfield		 	 4	 p.m.
9/8 CVU    4 p.m.
9/10 Rice    10 a.m.
9/14 Burlington   4 p.m.
9/16 MUHS    4 p.m.
9/22 @ South Burlington  4 p.m.
9/28 @ Rice    4 p.m.
10/1 @ MUHS   10 a.m.
10/6	 Mt.	Mansfield	 	 	 4	 p.m.
10/12 @ CVU    4 p.m.
10/14 @ Essex     4 p.m.
10/18 South Burlington  4 p.m.
10/20 Colchester   4 p.m.

course. 
Senior Norman Benoit is the 

only returner on the boys’ side who 
scored at Thetford, coming in 60th 
in less than 22 minutes. Seniors 
Sean Davison and William Iliff 
also performed well last year for 
the boys’ team.

Coach Friend said athletes, 
including Davison and Iliff, should 
step up to fill the scoring shoes after 
putting in time in the offseason.

“We’ve been working with other 
runners over the summer who’ve 
worked really hard,” Friend said, 
citing, for example, Morgan 
Barnes, Benoit, Davison, Iliff, 
Dustin Lavigne and Ryan Cross on 
the boys’ side. “I’m kind of excited 
to look at this varsity team.”

Coach Friend also said her 
daughter has taken a step forward.

“Kayla worked really hard over 
the summer,” she said. “She’s 
running currently with the top 
boys.”

Crum said Hall and Hill help set 
the tone for the rest of the girls’ 
team.

 “They’re great to have on the 
team. They push themselves hard,” 
he said. 

Crum said among those who 
could join the three veterans 
as scorers on the girls’ side are 
freshman Emily Fritz, who excelled 
for the Mount Abe middle school 
team, and sophomore Isabella 
Shea, a qualifier for the D-II state 
meet in the 100-meter hurdles.

The coaches acknowledged the 
team is a little lower in numbers 
than in some years, but said the 
group had a strong preseason. And 
Friend said there are some pluses 
to a smaller group.

“We’re down a couple runners, 
but we’re able to work with the 
runners more individually. It’s 
been great over the past week or 
so,” she said. “The training plan 
coming into preseason was I think 
a little bit harder than I did last 
preseason, and everybody seems to 
be hanging pretty well with it.”

Still, they would welcome more 
runners.

“We have room for so many 
more athletes to come out,” Crum 
said. “It’s a sport that’s about 
personal growth and improvement 
and gelling as a team.”
NEW SPORTS

Mount Abe is also launching 
two new varsity sports this fall, 
bass fishing and golf, but turnout 
was light. Three students signed up 
for bass fishing, which relatively 
recently earned VPA approval as 
a varsity activity. They are junior 
Jordan Schroeder, sophomore 
Riley Coffey and freshman Owen 
Jenkins. 

Coach Phil Wade will lead the 
trio — and any late sign-ups into 
the sport’s two scheduled events, 
both at the John Guilmette Access 
Area in South Hero. One is the VPA 
Classic High School Tournament 
on Sept. 17, and the other is the 

championship tournament on Oct. 
8.

Senior Brenden Oxford is 
the lone Eagle golfer, and he 
can compete as an individual in 
Metro Conference events this fall. 
Shawn Oxford, his father, will 
serve as the program coach, but 
plans reportedly call for Oxford to 
practice along with the Vergennes 
golfers under the tutelage of their 
coach, Basin Harbor professional 
Jason Hughes.

MAUHS
(Continued from Page 8C)

EAGLE Cross COuntryEAGLE Cross COuntry

ROSTERROSTER
Morgan Barnes 12
Norman Benoit 12
Sean Davison 12
Ty Duell  12

Ruby Hall 12
Maisy Hill 12
William Iliff 12
Dustin Lavigne 12

Tristan Pudvah 12
Owen Reynolds 12
Ryan Cross 10
Kayla Friend 10

Elliot Senecal 10
Isabella Shea 10
Emily Fritz 9
James Mount 9

Isabella Schackett 9

SCHEDULESCHEDULE

COACHES COACHES Eva Friend & Brent Crum

9/3 @ Essex Invite
9/10 @ Burlington Invite
9/13 @ Milton
9/17 @ U-32 Invite
9/20 Mt. Abe hosts at               3:45 p.m.
9/24 @ Richford Invite
10/1 @ Thetford Invitational
10/4 @ Rice
10/7	 @	Mt.	Mansfield
10/11 @ Fairfax Relays
10/15 @ NVAC Championships at MVU
10/22 @ Richford
10/29 @ State Championships at Thetford

9/3 @ Poultney   1 p.m.
9/10 Milton  1 p.m.
9/17 @ Missisquoi   1 p.m.
9/24 @ OV   1 p.m.
10/1 Fairfax  1 p.m.
10/8 @ Rice   1 p.m.
10/15 Mill River  1 p.m.
10/22 Oxbow  1 p.m.

Lucas Allen 12
Ben Brown 12
James Buskey 12
Zeke Dubois 12
Caleb Russell 12

Spencer White  12
Wyatt Allenson  11
Ian Funke  11
Jamison Huizenga 11
Connor Meacham 11

Jordan McDowell 11
Payton Ball  10
Gerrit Beenen  10
Ethan Hallock  10
Jamison Couture 10

Tyler White 10
Josh Bapp 9
Tyson Hallock 9
Jackson Paquin 9
Gabe Roussin 9

Dekota Safford 9
Jack Senecal 9
Logan Stearns 9
Noah Vartuli 9
Ryan Wright 9

ROSTERROSTER COACH  COACH  Jeff SteinJeff Stein

SCHEDULESCHEDULE

EAGLE FOOTBALLEAGLE FOOTBALL
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OTTER VALLEY Union High SchoolUnion High School

ROSTERROSTER
Thomas Politano  12
Ryden Richardson 12
Brian Stanley  12
Aiden Decker  11
Max Derby  11
Isaiah Wood  11
Owen Thomas  11

Haston Byrne  10
Luke Calvin  10
Kaiden Lee  10
Logan Letourneau 10
Drew Pelkey  10
Lucas Politano  10
Timothy Baron  9

Connor Denis  9
Taber Kerins  9
Jason Hartwell  9
Brody Lathrop  9
Benjamin McGuigan 9
Jacob Warrell  9

9/2 West Rutland  4:30 p.m.
9/7 @ Proctor  4:30 p.m.
9/13 Woodstock  4:30 p.m.
9/17 Hartford  11 a.m.
9/20 @ Green Mountain 4:30 p.m.
9/24 Fair Haven  10 a.m.
9/27 Mt. Anthony  4:30 p.m.

9/29 @ Hartford  6:30 a.m.
10/6 @ Green Mountain 4 p.m.
10/8 @ Woodstock  11 a.m.
10/11 @ Bellows Falls  4 p.m.
10/15 @ Fair Haven (Proctor) 1 p.m.
10/18 @ Stratton  4 p.m.
10/21 White River Valley 4 p.m.

SCHEDULESCHEDULE

Otter BOYS’ SOCCEROtter BOYS’ SOCCER

COACH COACH  Brian Thomas Brian Thomas ROSTERROSTER
Bryn Blanchard  12
Ella Brytowski  12
Alexis Hayes  12
Emily Peduto  12
Elena Politano  12
Clara Cifone  11

Sierra Cormany  11
Linnea Faulkner  11
Brookelyn Kimball 11
Laura Allen  10
Savannah Cook  10
Randi Lancour  10

Miley Lape  10
Lauren Palmer  10
Malee Richardson 10
Jazalynn Madrigal 9
Emma Stanley  9

9/2 @ Proctor   6 p.m.
9/3 @ GM/L&G   6/8 p.m.
9/6 @ Woodstock  4:30 p.m.
9/9 @ Middlebury  4:30 a.m.
9/14 West Rutland  4:30 p.m.
9/23 Hartford  4:30 p.m.
9/26 @ MSJ   4:30 p.m.

9/28 Mill River  4:30 p.m.
9/30	 Springfield	 	 4:30	 p.m.
10/5 Fair Haven  4 p.m.
10/8 @ Hartford  6 p.m.
10/12 Woodstock  4 p.m.
10/17	 @	Springfield	 	 6:30	 p.m.
10/20 @ Fair Haven  6 p.m.

SCHEDULESCHEDULE

Otter GIRLS’ SOCCEROtter GIRLS’ SOCCER

COACH COACH  Tammi Blanchard Tammi Blanchard

ROSTER  ROSTER  
Tucker Babcock  12
Carter Blair  12
John Coleman  12
Wyatt Fitzgerald  12
Richard Lafountaine 12
Morgan Landesman 12
Cody Pariseau  12
Keevon Parks  12
Derek Raymond  12
Caleb Whitney  12
Matthew Cole  11
Gavin Disorda  11

Luciano Falco  11
Derek Li   11
Cody Mulcahy  11
Luca Polli  11
Robert Hutchins  10
Mark Jackson  10
Tucker Maranville 10
Noel Pearsons  10
Kyle Pockett  10
Isaac Whitney  10
Colin Carroccia  9
Jaydon Connors  9

Zachary Dragon  9
Ethan Dukette  9
Brice Duslabon  9
Drake Felkl  9
Robert Gilbert  9
Thomas Given  9
Hunter Kehoe  9
Ryan Li   9
Thomic Moyer  9
Chase Razanoski  9
Dominyk Waite  9
Derrick Walton  9

9/3 @ Rice   1 p.m.
9/11 @ Mill River  3 p.m.
9/17	 Springfield	 	 1	p.m.
9/24 Mt.  Abraham  1 p.m.

10/1 @ Windsor  1 p.m.
10/8 Poultney  1 p.m.
10/15 @ BFA Fairfax  2 p.m.
10/22 MVU   1 p.m.

SCHEDULESCHEDULE
Otter FOOTBALLOtter FOOTBALL

COACH  COACH  Jordan Tolar Jordan Tolar ROSTERROSTER
Kelsey Adams  12
Isaiah Bagley  11
Dillon Ladd  11
Baker LaRock  11

Elisha Bagley  10
Luke Calvin  10
Calvin Ladd  10
Miley Lape  10

Sara Loyzelle  10
Jazmin Rivera  10

9/6 @ Rutland  4:45 p.m.
9/13 Otter Valley  4:45 p.m.
9/20 @ Hartford  4:45 a.m.
9/27 @ Mill River  4:45 p.m.
10/1 @ Thetford Trail Run 9 a.m.

10/4 @ Long Trail  4:45 p.m.
10/11 @ Rutland  4:45 p.m.
10/22 @ Hartford (SVL Cham) 10 a.m.
10/29 @ Thetford (State Ch.) 9 a.m.
11/12 @ New Englands  TBA

SCHEDULESCHEDULE

Otter CROSS COUNTRYOtter CROSS COUNTRY

COACH  COACH  Cameron PertaCameron Perta

ROSTERROSTER
Zoe Elliott  12
Brookelyn Kimball 11
Lajay O’Connor  11

Grace Kenyon  10
Noelle Seigle  9
Chloe Thow  8

Leah Chapin  7

Otter CheeringOtter Cheering
COACH COACH  Kassidy Buley Kassidy Buley

By ANGELO LYNN
BRANDON — As the Otters’ 

fall 2022 sports season heats up, a 
strong field hockey team looks to 
be competitive, the school’s golf 
team has its eyes on getting back 
to the state championship to defend 
their 2021 title, and competitive 
soccer and football programs are in 
the making.
GOLF: REPEAT 
CHAMPIONS?

Last year the Otter Valley 
Union High School boys’ golf team 
wrapped up what was arguably 
the greatest golfing season in the 
school’s history with the NHSGA 
High School Golf National 
Invitational Tournament at the 
famed Pinehurst Golf Course in 
Pinehurst, N.C. 

The boys had snagged OVUHS 
immortality in the fall of 2021 and 
qualified for the 53-team national 
tournament by absolutely crushing 
the Vermont Division II state 
tournament — winning their first 
title since 1969 by 22 strokes over 
second place Stowe — a victory 
that the Otters had predicted before 
the season began.

Though they may have liked 
to place higher in the national 
tournament (they finished 47th), the 
future this fall is bright for the Otter 
team as 2021 graduate Hayden 

Bernhardt was the only team 
member not due back this season to 
defend its title. 

Golf Coach Greg Hughes noted 
that four of the five state champions 
from last year (Lucas Politano, 
Thomas Politano, Matthew Bryant 
and Jordan Beayon) were back 
and that while “Hayden was a 
huge factor in team chemistry and 
leadership,” we have gained a 
freshman (Jackson Howe) who is 
doing very well so far in matches 
and should help the team score 
come time for states again. We also 
have Addison Boynton and Rowen 
Steen returning as sophomores and 
a new sophomore Jacob Tripp.”

A team goal, Hughes said, “is to 
get back to states and do it again. I 
think our guys have confidence and 
high hopes to repeat a state victory 
this year and success to them is 
reaching that goal. As a coach I 
would want nothing less of that 
mentality.”

The OV girls’ golf team did not 
lose anyone, Hughes said, noting 
that Anna Lee and Elena Politano 
(all three of the Politanos are also 
playing soccer) are now seniors 
and “looking to improve from last 
year.”
GIRLS’ SOCCER 

 In the girls’ soccer program, 
Coach Tammi Blanchard has most 
of her team returning and is hopeful 

for a stronger season.
“We are very fortunate to have 

lost only one senior to graduation, 
so we have a strong group coming 
back this year,” she said. “Some 
players to watch for will be our 
five seniors: Elena Politano, Bryn 
Blanchard, Emily Peduto, Ella 
Brytowski and Lexi Hedding. They 
are the spine of our team.”

The team will also have an 
experienced returning goalkeeper 
in junior Linnea Faulkner, 
Blanchard said, adding that 
other players to keep an eye on 
are juniors Brookelyn Kimball 
and Sierra Cormany, and 
sophomores Laura Allen, Randi 
Lancour, Mallee Richardson, Clara 
Ciphone, Miley Lape, Lauren 
Palmer and Savanna Cook. Joining 
the team this year are a couple 
strong freshmen, Jazzy Madrigal 
and Emma Stanley.

“A key to the team’s success this 
year,” Blanchard said, “is playing 
together as one unit” while a team 
focus will be “making purposeful 
passes and passing to feet.”

“Communicating with one 
another on and off the field and 
improving each practice and game 
would be a ‘successful’ season for 
our team,” Blanchard added.

While the team “struggled 
last year (one victory) with 
injuries and having very few subs 

on the bench… we made great 
improvements by the end of the 
season.” Still the team has its work 
cut out for them this year.

“There are so many great teams 
in our division the competition 
is tough,” Blanchard said. “I 
am hoping this year to be more 
competitive and to show our true 
potential.”
BOYS’ SOCCER 

For the OV boys’ soccer program, 
new Varsity Coach Brian Thomas is 
taking over from seven-year coach 
Dick Williams. Thomas had been 
coach of the boy’s JV program 
at OV and previously had been 
the assistant and head coach of 
the school’s middle school soccer 
program (and previously coached 
the school’s JV and middle school 
basketball programs.)

Thomas is looking at a rebuilding 
season as the team lost “seven 
outstanding seniors” to graduation 
and will be “filling the gaps with 
be seniors Ryden Richardson, 
Thomas Politano, and senior 
goalie Brian Stanley; juniors: 
Alden Decker, Max Derby, Owen 
Thomas, and goalie Isaiah Wood; 
and sophomores Lucas Politano, 
Logan Letourneau, Drew Pelkey, 
Luke Calvin, Haston Byrne and 
Kaiden Lee. 

Joining the team, Thomas said, 
were “a highly energetic group 

of freshmen” including Connor 
Denis, Brody Lathrop, Jacob 
Warrell, Timothy Baron, Benjamin 
McGuigan, Jason Hartwell and 
Taber Kerins.  

Captains of the team are juniors 
Owen Thomas and Aiden Decker 
and senior Brian Stanley.

“A successful season would 
consist of carrying on Coach 
Williams’s foundation of defending 
the heck out the ball, maintaining 
possession and consistently finding 
the back of the net,” Thomas said. 
“We just want to compete in every 
game, whoever we face.” 
FIELD HOCKEY

After a stellar season last year in 
which OV went 11-3-1, OV field 
hockey Coach Jodie Keith admits 
the team has some big holes to fill 
this year as four starting seniors 
graduated. OV is nonetheless 
returning a strong team with good 
prospects.

“We definitely have some big 
holes to fill this year,” Keith said. 
“We had four starters graduate: 
Riley Keith, Alice Keith, Britney 
Jackson and Marissa Connors. All 
had been playing on varsity since 
9th grade, so their leadership, skill 
level and experience at the varsity 
level will be missed. 

“We have 10 returning players, 
all played on varsity last year. This 

will be our goalie’s third year on 
varsity, so having an experienced 
goalie in the net will be crucial to 
our success this season,” she added. 

Getting more specific, Keith 
singled out several players to watch 
this season. 

“We have four returning 
defensive players, one returning 
midfielder and four returning 
offensive players. Elizabeth 
Atherton and Matelin Laporte saw 
a lot of game time last season and 
are really stepping up and filling 
the leadership role on defense that 
was left when Marissa Connors 
graduated. Sydney Gallo and Alice 
Keith worked tirelessly at midfield 
last year, so having Sydney back 
this year to help mentor a new 
player in the midfield position is 
huge for us. Ryleigh Laporte and 
Mackenzie McKay started on 
offense for us last season and are 
returning this season also.”

The captains for this year’s team 
are Sydney Gallo, Ryleigh Laporte 
and Mackenzie McKay.

“The keys to the team’s success 
are going to be communication 
and teamwork,” Keith said. “One 
person playing well isn’t going 
to win games for us. We need 
everyone to work hard every day 
in practice and in games, find each 
other’s strengths and build on 
those. In 2021, we had one player 
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We are proud sponsors of the
Middlebury Atletico kids’ soccer program!

Mon – Thurs 8am – 5pm, Fri 8am – 2pm 
1330 Exchange Street, Suite 107, Middlebury 

802-388-3553 • Middleburydentalvt.com 

We hope all area athletes have
 a wonderful fall season!

Wishing all 

student athletes 

a fantastic fall 

season!

16 Creek Road, Middlebury
802-388-6054

M - F  7:15 - 5:30, Sat. 8 - 3 
www.countrysidecarpetandpaint.com 

We’ve Got You Covered…

COLORCOLOR
YOURSELF INSPIREDYOURSELF INSPIRED

Paint • Flooring • Window Treatments
& Everything You Need for any Project

ROSTERROSTER
Abigail Adamsen 12
Sydney Gallo  12
Ryleigh LaPorte  12
Mackenzie McKay 12
CaseySue Thompson 12
Elizabeth Atherton 11

Lily Morgan  11
Matelin LaPorte  10
Charlotte Newton 10
Alexis Beaulieu  9
Breanna Bovey  9
Alice Bushee  9

Hannah Desabrais 9
Marissa Dick  9
Michaela Hobbs  9
Mariana Trombetta 9

9/3 @ Brattleboro  11 a.m.
9/8 @ Rutland  4 p.m.
9/10 Woodstock  11 a.m.
9/12 @ Windsor  4 p.m.
9/17 Brattleboro  11 a.m.
9/20 @ Burr & Burton  4 p.m.
9/24	 Springfield	 	 11	a.m.

9/28 Fair Haven  4 p.m.
10/4 Bellows Falls  4 p.m.
10/6 MUHS   4 p.m.
10/10	 @	Springfield	 	 4	 p.m.
10/15 @ Woodstock  3 a.m.
10/19 Windsor  4 p.m.
10/22 @ Fair Haven  11 a.m.

SCHEDULESCHEDULE

Otter FIELD HOCKEYOtter FIELD HOCKEY

COACH COACH Jodie KeithJodie Keith ROSTERROSTER
Jordan Beayon  12
Matthew Bryant  12
Anna Lee  12
Elena Politano  12

Thomas Politano  12
Addison Boynton 10
Lucas Politano  10
Rowen Steen  10

Jacob Tripp  10
Jackson Howe  9

9/1  @ Lake Morey  3:30 p.m.
9/6 @ Bomoseen  3:30 p.m.
9/7 @ Woodstock  3:30 p.m.
9/8 @ Manchester  3:30 p.m.
9/13 @ Lake Morey  3:30 p.m.
9/19 @ Bomoseen  3:30 p.m.
9/20 @ Woodstock  3:30 p.m.
9/21 @ Killington  3:30 p.m.

9/26       @ Rutland  3:30 p.m.
9/28 @ Woodstock  3:30 p.m.
10/3 @ Woodstock  3:30 p.m. 
10/5 @ Woodstock  3:30 p.m.
10/6 State @ Div. II Sectionals 9 a.m.
10/11 Girls State @ Williston 9 a.m.
10/13 State Boys @ Orleans 9 a.m.
10/31 New Englands   TBA

SCHEDULESCHEDULE

Otter GOLFOtter GOLF

COACH COACH  Greg Hughes Greg Hughes

graduate, so everyone returning last 
year was very familiar playing with 
each other. This year we have seven 
new players and four of them have 
earned starting positions. As the 
season progresses and the returning 
players and new players build 
relationships, we will begin to see 
how strong this team is.”

Looking ahead to the season, 
Keith noted the team was 3-1 
currently with a 4-0 loss to a very 
good Woodstock team, but on 
Monday night this week defeated 
defending Division III state 
champion Windsor, 2-1.

“I feel that we could be as 
successful as last season,” Keith 
said. “This is a very talented group 
of players and they love playing 
field hockey — and that’s the most 
important thing.”
OV FOOTBALL

Two interceptions at key 
moments, and an unfortunate 
penalty that called back a winning 
touchdown run off an interception 
by OV senior Caleb Whitney, led 
the Otters to drop their second 
contest of the season 12-7 to Mill 
River this past Sunday. They lost 
to Rice in their season opener. The 

Otters face Springfield at home this 
Saturday, Sept. 17.

This year’s team is being led 
by returning quarterback Caleb 
Whitney, a senior, and fellow 
seniors Richard Lafountaine, Cody 
Pariseau, Tucker Babcock, Keevon 
Parks, Carter Blair; juniors Gavin 
Disorda, Luca Polli and Cody 
Mulcahy; and sophomores Robert 
Hutchins, Tucker Maranville, Noel 
Pearsons, Mark Jackson and Isaac 
Whitney. Head Coach is Jordan 
Tolar, defensive coordinator is 
Ken Stanley and assistant coaches 
are Mitchell Caron, Bill Rose, 

Alexander Polli and Dylan Stevens-
Clark.
CROSS COUNTRY

For the OVUHS cross country 
team, Coach Cameron Perta said the 
team’s season “looks pretty similar 
to last year! We only graduated one 
senior, so the program did not lose 
too many runners. In fact, we’ve 
even added a few. That being said, 
we could certainly use a few more 
runners. Our numbers are pretty 
small still — especially with the 
lower grades. We only have one 
runner below 10th grade.”

Kelsey Adams is the lone senior 

returning to the 11-person squad. 
He’ll be supported by juniors 
Isaiah Bagley, Dillon Ladd, and 
Baker LaRock; sophomores Luke 
Calvin, Calvin Ladd, Jiley Lape, 
Sara Loyzelle, Jazmin Rivera and 
eighth-grader Jonathan Johnson.

As for the team’s prospects, Perta 
pointed to improvements with each 
individual on the team. 

“With a sport like cross country, 
I generally like to define success in 
terms of individual improvement 
— how much faster are you 
compared to last year or compared 
to the start of the season? Having 

that kind of mindset always gives 
you something to strive for.”

The team will compete in 10 
races this year.
CHEERLEADING

The Otter Valley Cheerleading 
squad this year consists of senior Zoe 
Elliot, juniors Brookelyn Kimball 
and Lajay O’Connor, sophomore 
Grace Kenyon, freshman Noelle 
Seigle, eighth-grader Chloe Thow 
and seventh-grader Leah Chapin. 

Editor’s note: Not all team photos 
were available by press time; look 
for them in the Brandon Reporter.
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We respect and admire 
your perseverance. 

Congratulations on your dedication — 
we’ll be proudly rooting for you all season long!

NMLS# 403372

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING & HEATING NEEDS!

From Our Team To Your Team

We wish all student athletes
a fun and rewarding season!

Stay Fueled and keep yourselves warmed 
up, both at home and on the field.

PLUMBING • HEATING • A/C • HEAT PUMPS • WATER SYSTEMS

PLUMBING • HEATING • 453-2325
125 Monkton Road, Bristol, VT • cvplumbingheating.com

BIO DIESEL • K1 KEROSENE • FUEL OIL • GASOLINE • DIESEL

FUEL DELIVERY • 388-4975
185 Exchange St., Middlebury  • champlainvalleyfuels.com
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