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MON-FRI 8-5, SAT 8-12 OR BY APPOINTMENT | 18 CREEK RD | MIDDLEBURY, VT | (802) 458-8999  
BradfordKitchenAndBath.com

ASK US ABOUT OUR IN-HOUSE FINANCING.
• KITCHEN & BATH DESIGN • INSTALLATION • TUBS, TOILETS, FAUCETS, ETC • 

PROJECT MANAGEMENT • CABINETRY & COUNTERTOPS • HARDWARE & MORE!

BRAD AND CONNIE ARE READY TO HELP YOU MAKE THE KITCHEN 
OR BATH OF YOUR DREAMS INTO A REALITY! COME VISIT OUR 
KITCHEN AND BATH SHOWROOM WHERE WE WILL WORK WITH YOU 
TO CREATE THE SPACE YOU WANT. WE ALSO PROVIDE IN-HOME 
CONSULTATIONS WHICH HELPS IN THE PROCESS OF CREATING THE 
PERFECT DESIGN FOR YOUR SPACE. WE’RE HERE FOR IT ALL!

W E ’ L L  T A K E  C A R E  O F

INSIDE
While y�  enj�  � tside
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Inside:
The Addison County Fair & Field Days Board extends a cor-

dial invitation to you, and your friends and family to exhibit at 
this year’s Addison County Fair & Field Days on Aug. 9, 10, 
11, 12 & 13, 2022.

It is our pleasure to present the opportunity for area citizens 
to have fun, eat delicious food and see the best livestock and 
high-quality products that your friends and neighbors here 
produce.

It is our pleasure to present the opportunity for area citi-
zens to showcase the quality products they have made so 
that others can see what they’ve been up to. You’ll find farm 
animals of all varieties, handcrafts, history, commerce, good 
foods and, if you like that sort of thing, the midway. And don’t 
forget to catch a live show and a competition.

We extend our sincere appreciation to all who have exhib-
ited in the past, and look forward to working with new, as well 
as past exhibitors, during our fair. And we thank all our visitors 
who make the fair complete.And we thank all our visitors who 
make the fair complete.

Addison County Fair & Field Days, Inc.
New Haven,VT 05742

802-545-2557 (Phone) 802-329-2113 (Fax) 
FieldDays@gmavt.net

Visit us at AddisonCountyFieldDays.com

Welcome

16 Creek Road, Middlebury
802-388-6054

M-F 7:15 - 5:30, Sat. 8 - 3
www.countrysidecarpetandpaint.com

Paint • Flooring • Window Treatments &  
Everything You Need for any Project

COLOR
YOURSELF INSPIRED

We’ve Got You Covered!
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Message to Superintendents

About this Field Days Program
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Menu: Change

After 40 years, Waybury Inn’s 

chef has begun training her 

replacement. See Arts + Leisure. 

By the wayBy the way

AC nets wins

The county Legion nine remains 

in the playoff hunt after taking 

four of seven games. See Page 1B.

Food calling

A Cornwall Zen community is 

offering free food to anyone who 

wants it. Page 11A.

Middlebury 
to revisit 
cannabis 
store policy
Retail pot bylaw to 

get separate review

Two candidates square off in GOP primary for sheriff

Grazing 
targeted for 

pollution 
reduction

Property tax 

rates fall in 

Ferrisburgh

Holmes touts experience in law enforcement

Elmore says he can hit the ground running

Eight Afghan women flee Taliban to make a better life in Middlebury

College students determined to help bring peace to homeland

(See Elmore, Page 15A)

(See Ferrisburgh, Page 14A)

(See Holmes, Page 14A)

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Addison County 

Sheriff’s Department Sgt. Michael Elmore 

is hoping area voters on Aug. 9 will give him 

a big boost toward becoming sheriff. It’s a 

position he said he’d use to streamline current 

operations and restore public confidence in 

a law enforcement organization that’s still 

reeling from the arrest of its current leader, 

Sheriff Peter Newton, on sexual assault 

charges late last month.

Elmore, a 27-year-old Addison 

Republican, will face Middlebury’s Ron 

Holmes (see related story) in an Aug. 9 GOP 

primary that could decide the sheriff’s race. 

No Democrats have filed to run for the four-

year gig, though independents and minor 

party candidates have until Aug. 4 to get on 

the Nov. 8 General Election ballot.

Newton — who said in late April he 

wouldn’t seek another four-year term — 

pleaded not guilty in Burlington’s Vermont 

Superior Court on June 28 to felony sexual 

assault charges, following a months-long 

Vermont State Police investigation into 

allegations of abuse reported by a woman 

with whom he was in a relationship.

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury’s Ron 

Holmes learned a lot about the Addison 

County Sheriff’s Department (ACSD) 

during a 25-year run as a part-time deputy 

there. He served under Jim Coons and then 

Don Keeler, two sheriffs that had a combined 

70-plus years in law enforcement.

Now Holmes, 67, wants to put his 

experience to work helming the ACSD, 

and he believes it could use some steady 

leadership. The department’s current leader, 

Sheriff Peter Newton, was arraigned on 

June 28 on felony sexual assault charges 

following a months-long Vermont State 

Police investigation into allegations of abuse 

reported by a woman with whom he was in 

a relationship.

Newton announced back in early May 

he wouldn’t seek another four-year term 

as sheriff, prompting Holmes and fellow 

Republican Michael Elmore of Addison — a 

sergeant with the department — to throw 

their respective hats into the ring. The pair 

will square off in an Aug. 9 GOP primary. 

No Democrats have filed to run for the post; 

independents and minor party candidates 

By ANDY KIRKALDY

FERRISBURGH — When 

Ferrisburgh property owners open 

their tax bills — which should 

start arriving next week, according 

to town officials — they will 

find property tax rates that have 

dropped by about 9 cents from the 

previous year. 

For owners of single-family 

homes, Ferrisburgh’s overall 

homestead tax rate has decreased 

by 9.375 cents, or 4.5%, to $1.9415 

per $100 of assessed value.

That means almost $94 less in 

taxes per $100,000 of assessed 

value for homeowners who pay 

on their properties’ value. At least 

two-thirds of Vermont homeowners 

pay property taxes based on their 

incomes, and for them the effect of 

the lower homestead tax rate will 

vary.

(See Grazing, Page 12A)

By MARIN HOWELL 

NEW HAVEN — On a sunny 

afternoon earlier this month, more 

than 20 Addison County farmers 

and community members gathered 

at the Chalker Farm off Route 17 

in New Haven, home to Kayhart’s 

Homegrown Meat, to wander 

among the farm’s cattle. 

As they walked, the group heard 

from Brian and Cindy Kayhart and 

from UVM Extension Grazing 

Outreach Professional Cheryl 

Cesario about how the Kayharts 

have shifted at least 20 of their 

roughly 410 acres to grazing 

pastures for their beef and dairy 

cows — and saved money in the 

process.
“We’ve been slowly trying to 

figure it out,” Cindy Kayhart told 

the group of the transition. 

The July 1 event was hosted as 

part of the Summer Dairy Series, 

a string of events sponsored 

throughout the summer by the 

UVM Extension, Northeast 

Organic Farming Association of 

Vermont and the Vermont Grass 

Farmers Association. These events 

are designed to help farmers 

explore strategies for success by 

(See Better life, Page 16A)

(See Cannabis, Page 12A)

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — The 

Middlebury selectboard on 

Tuesday agreed to hold a second 

public hearing on a series of 

sweeping municipal zoning bylaw 

revisions, but only after carving 

proposed cannabis retail rules 

out of the package for a separate 

review and approval timeline.

The board took that step to 

enhance the prospect of swift 

passage for the bulk of the 

proposed zoning revisions, which 

among many other things, would 

allow the town to qualify for a 

“Neighborhood Development 

Area” designation from the state 

of Vermont that would give 

incentives to developers to build 

more affordable and workforce 

housing in town.

All aboard! Amtrak is now 

selling Ethan Allen Express 

tickets for daily travel between 

Burlington and New York 

City, including new stops in 

Vergennes and Middlebury, 

via Amtrak.com, the Amtrak 

app, Amtrak ticket desks and 

kiosks, and through 1-800-USA-

RAIL. Service will kick off at 

10:10 a.m. on Friday, July 29 

with a celebratory event at 

Burlington’s Union Station. 

The details, coming soon, will 

include $1 ticketed train fares 

within Vermont on the Ethan 

Allen Express, limited shuttle 

service on the day of the event 

for return transportation to 

Great sounds
MIDDLEBURY PROVIDED MUSIC lovers a great way to 

spend the week. Festival on the Green started Sunday 

night and has featured free live music and more each 

evening. Pictured clockwise from top left are trumpeter 

Sean Smith belting out tunes with the Super Yamba Band 

on Sunday, Anand Nayak playing with Rani Arbo & daisy 

mayhem on Monday, Promad Updhaya manning the tabla 

during Tuesday’s Vermont Folklife Center Traditional 

Arts Showcase, and the band É.T.É’s Élisabeth Moquin 

serenading with a fiddle on Tuesday. See more Festival 

photos on Page 8A. Independent photos/John S. McCright

By SHAYIQ SHAH

MIDDLEBURY — Eight young 

women from Afghanistan are 

making a future for themselves 

and their country starting here at 

Middlebury College. They are 

Sodaba Faizi, Zamzama Habibi, 

Lima Abade, Samimah Naiemi, 

Sajia Yaqouby, Rodaba Husseini, 

and sisters Taniya Noori and 

Nabila Noori. 

The journey taken by these 

young women, ages 19-24, is one 

that some might say personifies 

grit, determination and courage. 

They were studying in 

Afghanistan late last summer 

when rule of their country went 

to the Taliban, who are opposed 

to education for women. These 

women made their way to Vermont 

late this past winter, finished their 

first semester at Middlebury this 

spring and are settling into their 

new lives.
All eight of the women 

attended the School of Leadership 

Afghanistan, commonly known 

as SOLA. Located in the capital 

city of Kabul, SOLA was the 

first boarding school for girls in 

Afghanistan and continues to 

remain the only one of its kind. 

The school houses and educates 

students from 6th through 12th 

grade. Its vision is to educate 

young women and nurture them 

into being compassionate and bold 

leaders for their country, fighting 

for a peaceful and prosperous 

Afghanistan. 

Shabana Basij-Rasikh, a member 

of the Middlebury College class 

of 2011, founded SOLA in 2008 

while still an undergraduate. She 

serves as the current president of 

the school and is affectionately 

referred to by her students as 

“Shabana Jaan.” 

The decision to attend SOLA was 

not an easy one for these students. 

“I did not know if I could live 

away from my family at such an 

early age. Also, going to boarding 

school in Afghanistan is a big deal, 

especially for women,” Faizi said. 

Habibi agreed with her peer.

“My relatives did not know 

where I was when I first joined 
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Answer time
‘But Why’ podcast duo will make 
a live appearance on July 10 at the THT. See Arts + Leisure.

By the wayBy the way

Toilet titans
A new team plunged to a win in 
Bristol Outhouse Race’s return to 
downtown glory. See Page 1B.

Seniors
Conversations are opening up about Alzheimer’s. See Senior Lifestyles tucked in Section C.

Defense atty. eyes prosecutor’s job

$367 million lottery ticket sold at Middlebury retailer

Addison teen heading west to national rodeo 

Vekos vies for state’s attorney post

Lea Krause to compete in Wyoming 

Indian women athletes empowered at Middlebury campField hockey provides life-changing trip

New child care center in the works

College sees progress in its Energy2028 climate fight 

Midd. church nets $560K for startup

(See Vekos, Page 14A)

(See Winner, Page 10A)

(See Rodeo, Page 18A)

(See College, Page 11A)

(See Child care, Page 17A)

By KATIE FUTTERMANADDISON — After she set the 
best time for her team in her first 
run of the barrel racing event at 
the National High School Rodeo 
competition in Lincoln, Neb., last 
year, then-15-year-old Lea Krause 
of Addison hit the third barrel in her 
second run, which adds 5 seconds 
to the racer’s time. That, she said, 
is basically a disqualification. “It was like tears immediately. 

I was so upset,” Krause recalled 
recently. “I can still picture it. I still 
see it. I just wish I could go back.” 

Fortunately, Krause, now 16 and 

a rising junior at Vergennes Union 
High School, is getting ready to 
head to Gillette, Wyo., next week 
to compete in this year’s national 
competition.After another year of training on 

her horse Corona, a thoroughbred 
paint horse, Krause is ready to take 
a big step forward at nationals.Still, she had a hard time 

recovering from the miscue at last 
year’s big show, especially with the 
guilt she felt for bringing her whole 
family all the way to Nebraska, and 
all of the money that had gone into 

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Aided by 
$560,000 in donated seed money, 
the Congregational Church of 
Middlebury (MiddUCC) has 
agreed to establish, and host, 
an independent, nonprofit child 
care center providing slots for 24 
children ages six weeks to three 
years old.

MiddUCC is working to open 
the new center before year’s end, 
but organizers stressed they still 
have much work to do — including 
making physical upgrades to the 
targeted child care space within the 
church. So expectant and current 
parents shouldn’t try to reserve a 
slot right now; there’s not even a 
waiting list at this point.MiddUCC parishioners endorsed 

the new child care initiative on 
June 19, which was a deadline the 

By KATIE FUTTERMANMIDDLEBURY — Henrita Toppo’s home in eastern India is more than 7,500 miles and a world away from Middlebury, Vt. “In my village, girls are not allowed to go out after 5 p.m. because it becomes dark, and girls don’t have the freedom to roam where they want,” she said, through an interpreter, after arriving here late last month. “Also, I can’t go out and travel. If I do, the boys harass me 
on the streets.”Toppo is one of five young 

women who came to Middlebury 
from Jharkhand, India, June 22, 

on a three-week trip to learn English, public speaking and self defense at Middlebury College. Pivotally, they also are playing a lot of field hockey while they are here.The young women, who range in age from 16 to 19, were selected as the five best field hockey players from two field hockey camps that Middlebury College field hockey coach Katharine DeLorenzo led in 2018 and 2020 in the city of Ranchi. 
That’s the capital city of Jharkhand, 
a state in eastern India with a 
population of almost 33 million 
people.

PLAYERS PURNIMA NETI, left, Priyanka Kumari, Pundi Saru, Juhi Kumari and Henrita Toppo and 

translator Subhashni Kant hold up their fists in solidarity during a recent practice. The young women 

from East India are in Middlebury to learn field hockey skills while also broadening their horizons.Independent photo/Steve James

(See Field hockey, Page 10A)

“It’s kind of impossible to describe how amazing it was to hear these young women shout ‘girl power.’ They’re not meant to talk, they’re not meant to feel powerful. That’s not really allowed for them … That concept of women’s empowerment is pretty foreign.” — Anna Kenyon

By SAM LIPINMIDDLEBURY — Someone 
who visited the Short Stop gas 
station on Middlebury’s Court 
Street last week suddenly became 
a millionaire — a hundred-
millionaire, in fact.For the first time in Vermont 

history, the winning Powerball 
jackpot ticket was sold at a Vermont 
retailer, Vermont Lottery officials 
announced on Thursday, June 30. And the winning ticket was sold 

right here in Middlebury at the 
Short Stop, part of the Jolley chain 
of gas stations.The owner of the lucky ticket, 

who as of early this week had not 
stepped forward to claim it, won a 
payout worth $366.7 million spread 
out over 30 years, which instead 
could be taken as an immediate 
cash payout of $208.5 million.“Isn’t that awesome?” said 

Wendy Knight, the commissioner 

By JOHN FLOWERSM I D D L E B U R Y — Eva Vekos has spent much of her 20-year legal career defending people — particularly juveniles — in courthouses in Massachusetts, New York City and Vermont.She now wants to flip the script and take on the role of prosecutor, specifically 
as Addison County’s new state’s 
attorney.

Vekos, a 52-year-old lawyer 
affiliated with Middlebury-based 
Marsh & Wagner P.C., will face 
fellow Democrat Tim Lueders-
Dumont in an Aug. 9 primary. 
The winner will go on to the Nov. 

8 General Election and face independent candidate Peter Bevere, Addison County’ deputy state’s attorney.Keen interest in the county’s top prosecutor job is being fueled by the fact that it’s an open seat. Former Addison County State’s Attorney Dennis Wygmans, a 
Democrat, left the post in May to 
become one of two Traffic Safety 
Resource Prosecutors in the state. 
Gov. Phil Scott recently decided to 
name Bevere acting state’s attorney 
until the upcoming election, a 
move that has angered members 
of the Addison County Democratic 

EVA  VEKOS

By MARIN HOWELL MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 
College says it is making progress 
toward reaching goals for 
addressing climate change laid out 
in its Energy2028 initiative, but 
still has work to do, according to 
some. 

The 10-year plan was formally 
announced in 2019, outlining 
climate goals for the institution to 
meet in the areas of clean energy 
use and incorporating the climate 
fight into the college’s educational 
mission.  

Early last month Middlebury 
released an update that details 
steps taken to meet Energy2028’s 
four goals: • Use 100% renewable energy by 

2028. 
• Reduce energy consumption on 

Middlebury College’s core campus 

If you have some time and 
talent to spare, consider joining 
the board of WomenSafe, 
an organization that works 
to eliminate domestic and 
sexual violence in Addison 
County. The board typically 
meets one evening per month 
in Middlebury and uses a 

Happy Fourth!Downtown Bristol has been 
a somewhat lonely place on 
the past two Independence 
Days as the pandemic forced 
the suspension of the annual 
Fourth of July parade. But this 
past Monday the big parade 
returned to Bristol with guys 
on tractors, bagpipers, folks 
from the Zeno Mountain Farm 
Community in a boat and beach-themed float and lots 

of fire trucks. It was a picture-
perfect day. See more photos 
on Page 13A.Independent photos/Steve James and John S. McCright

The First National Bank of Orwell
100% of deposits are put to work in local loans.

Invested in our neighbors since 1863.
Main Street, Orwell

(802) 948-2811
Route 22A, Shoreham

(802) 897-2265

Personal Service. Truly Local Banking.
Equal Housing Lender Member FDICwww.fnborwell.com

The Addison Independent will publish the results of as many 
Field Days competitions as we can get our hands on. Event super-
intendents should take their results to the Field Days office imme-
diately after the events. Field Days staff will make copies and the 
Independent will publish the information as quickly as possible.

Thank you!

Addison County Fair and Field Days draws folks from around the county and even 
around the state to the fairgrounds in New Haven every August. The five-day extravaganza 

draws more people than any other event in Addison County. The best farmers, sugarmakers, 
cooks and bakers compete for bragging rights — as do those brave men and women who 

get behind the wheel in the demolition derby and the tractor pull (not to mention the folks who 
work with the powerful draft horses). More often than not, the winners turn out to be our neighbors, 

or the folks down the road whom we see at the grocery store and at our kids’ school concerts.
Kids with cows, calves, sheep, lambs — livestock of all kinds! — work for weeks and months leading up to Field Days, 

grooming their animals for show-ring competition. Adults compete for the coveted Leona Thompson Bowl. Younger crafters 
try to earn the Frances Monroe Youth Award.

Contestants young and old — and every age between — gather fruits and vegetables from the garden and sugar and 
spices from the pantry; then whip them up into a smorgasbord of jams, pickles, cakes and cookies for competitions in the 
Food Department. 

There are exhibits, pulls (tractor, truck, horse, oxen and pedal-tractor), animal judging, horse shows, carnival food by the 
ton and plenty of midway rides.

This booklet, which is filled with photographs taken by Steve James and others at last year’s fair, is designed to serve as a 
guide to Field Days. A complete schedule of events can be found as well as profiles of this year’s entertainers. 

Entertainment at the fair comes not just in the form of bands but also includes the ever-popular armwrestling. The popular 
karaoke contest returns, as does the closing fireworks.

There is plenty to see and do over the five days of the fair — Aug. 9-13. Don’t miss any of it!
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2022 Admission

2022-2023  
Board of Directors

Your ticket price includes parking, gate admission, re-
admission, grandstands, all Field Days shows & exhibits. 
Ticket office opens at 7:30 am.

ADULTS (ages 12 and over)
Tuesday – Saturday Daily Admission  ....................... $13
SEASON PASS  ........................................................ $45
SENIOR DISCOUNT ............................ Free on Tuesday

with Green Mountain Passport
(Green Mtn Passports can be purchased

at your local Town Clerk’s office)

CHILDREN (ages 6-11)
Daily Admission  .......................................................... $5
SEASON PASS  ........................................................ $15

CHILDREN (5 years and under)
FREE all days

RIDE BRACELET TIMES – Pay one price
The Dreamland Amusements midway is open every day 
of Field Days from noon to 11 p.m.
Buy a $25 bracelet and it is good for rides all day. 
Otherwise there is a price for each individual ride.

PRESIDENT: Diane Norris, 802-897-7014
VICE PRESIDENT: Benj Deppman, 802-734-1381
SECRETARY: Kathy Nisun, 802-352-6630
TREASURER: Brenda Deering, 802-545-2279
MEMBERS AT LARGE: William Roleau, 802-453-3713; 
Tricia Foster, 802-233-2821; Kenneth Button, 802-989-7055; 
Megan Sutton, 802-545-2475; Mike Reed, 802-759-2054; 
Bruce Putnam, 802-349-6107; Cindy Kayhart,
802-343-3862; and Chris Acker, 802-349-2342
BUSINESS MANAGER:
Cara Mullin, 802-545-2557
GROUNDS MANAGER:
Leonard Barrett, 802-349-4179
ELECTRICIAN: Herb Fisher, 802-247-6390 
or 802-247-6596
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Proud to now offer CFMOTO
Quality power sports at an affordable price!

130 Ethan Allen Highway, New Haven, VT.
802-388-0669 • cyclewisevt.com

2022 Dedication
Thanks “K.G.”

Ken Gilbert, broadcaster at WVTK radio, is the recipient of our 2022 Fair and Field Day’s 
Dedication. This is a significant milestone as Ken did the first live broadcast from Field Days 50 
years ago in 1972.

Ken grew up in Hartford, Conn., where he entered the U.S. Navy in 1967. After serving his 
time, Ken decided broadcasting would be his career.

His first job offer was at WFAD radio in Middlebury, Vt., where his first show was on Nov. 
16, 1971. He worked with Middlebury College students Jim Douglas and Chris Graff (whose 
names you might recognize — Chris was Montpelier bureau chief for the Associated Press 
and Jim was Governor of Vermont, of course).

WFAD then acquired 92.1 in 1975 and Ken continues to broadcast on 92.1 WVTK today.
He is well known for remote location shows for local businesses and public service 

organizations including food drives with the United Way of Addison County and his favorite, 
Addison County Fair and Field Days!

Ken is the “Voice of Field Days.”
He is responsible for providing radio ads to all local radio stations promoting the fair.
He broadcasts live throughout the week, keeping people entertained and informed 

about weather conditions and anything relevant the listener needs to know.
He will be at the fair again this year and welcomes guests at the radio building 

opposite the Field Day’s office.
Congratulations, “K.G.”
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3 Elm. St., Middlebury
(802) 989-7651  |  Gregsmarketvt.com

Produce • Baked Goods 
Chicken • Beef • Venison 

Call for Monthly 
Meat Specials. 

Sourcing and Adding Local 
Products all the Time

How to get to Field Days

To RutlandTo Fair Haven
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2022 Daily Activities

Children’s Barnyard Open  ........................ 10am - 10pm
4-H & Youth Building Open ........................ 10am - 10pm 
Antique Equipment Building Open ............ 10am - 10pm
Maple Sugar House Open ............................  9am - 9pm
Twist O’ Wool Guild Demos
 (Twist O’ Wool Guild tent) ....................... 10am - 6pm
Forest Festival Exhibits & Demonstrations
      (forestry building) ................................. 10am - 10pm
Home & Garden Building Open
     with continuous craft demos ................. 10am - 10pm
Lucien Paquette Exhibit Building Open

Daily Maple Products Demonstrations
 (maple sugar house) ............................. 10am - 10pm
Midway Open (approximately) ................... 12pm - 12am
Milking Parlor Demonstrations ...................... 1pm - 4pm
Corn Hole Tournament ................................. 1pm & 6Pm

Please Note: Most exhibits will  be removed 
on  Saturday night at 10:00.

Owned and Operated by the MacIntyre family since 1943
213 Exchange Street, Middlebury
802-388-9260 • 802-388-3014

79 Years of Service
1943 - 2022
Serving Addison County

Seymour Street, 
1943

Exchange Street, 

2010

“Making Friends Warm Is Our Business”
213 Exchange St., Middlebury • 388-9260 • 800-735-3530
Owned & Operated by the MacIntyre Family Since 1943

67 Years of Service
1943-2010
Serving Addison County

Gasoline
Card aCCess

24 Hour

• Heating Oil

• Plumbing and Heating
       Sales, Service and Installation

• Petroleum Equipment
       Sales, Service and Installation

“Making Friends Warm is our Business!”
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Schedule of Events

Tuesday, August 9, 2022

MORNING
8:30																Western Only 4-H and Open Youth Junior Horse 

Show (horse area)
9:00																4-H Dairy Conformation Classes (animal show arena)
10:30														Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment area)
11:00														Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand)
11:00-3:00 					 “Bee” Kind(Connor Home Stage in Paquette Bldg)

AFTERNOON
12:00-6:00 					Cairo Northern Clowns (Front of FFA Food Booth)
12:00														Dig For Treasure! (youth activity area) - FREE
12:00														Pirate Man Dan (show tent)
Noon 														$25 BRACELET- Good For All Day Rides
12:30														 “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
1:00																Midway Opens (approximately)
1:00																Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand)
1:00																CW Bike Stunt Show (show area)
1:30																Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment area)
1:30																4-H Hands on Workshop (4-H exhibit building)
1:30 															Buffalo Barfield Unherd-of Entertainment (show tent)
2:00																Sheep Shearing/Handling Demonstration (sheep tent)

(See Schedule of Events on page 13)

Opening Ceremony & Parade, Demo Derby, Dinners & Shows
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Canning & Freezing Supplies 
for all your prize winning 

Garden Fruits & Vegetables

handling equipment
for horse & cattle

FENCING
by

Check out our
Liquid Storage Tanks
& expanded line of 
Plastic 
Fittings

Visit us at Field DaysVisit us at Field Days

Animal Grooming Supplies • Shampoos & Body Washes • Shears • Wormers 
Hoof Shine • Harnesses, Halters & Leads • Fly Control Spray • Straw Hats

Metal Sales Metal Roofing 
Complete line for 
all your buildings.

Stop in, visit our booth and say hello.
We’ll be located, as always, between the 4-H Food Booth and the Animal Show Arena.

Sun-Mar Composting Toilets

See our displa y!See our displa y!

BARN FANS 
to keep the air moving!

The helpful staff from Paris Farmers Union invites you to 

Feeds by:

Headquarters for feeds and supplies
for all your pets and farm animals

• Canners 
• Pickling Mixes 
• Pectin
• Harvest Baskets
• Jars 
• Jar Lids 
• Jar Rubbers

One of   
New England’s 
LARGEST  
Stocking Dealers  
of ADS Plastic
CULVERTS! We Deliver!

Premium Wood Pellets, 
Bricks and Blocks! Multiple 
Brands to choose from. By 

the bag or by the ton. 

Wood & Pellet Stoves

Follow us on Facebook!
10 Store Locations in ME, NH & VT including

MIDDLEBURY • ROUTE 7 SOUTH 
802-388-3139 • middlebury@parisfarmersunion.net

Mon. - Fri. 8-5, Sat. 8-4, Sun. 8:30- 3
www.parisfarmersunion.comVisit us

online:
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27

26

1. Kelly James Natural Resources Pavilion
2. Public Safety Building
3. Dusty Chuck 4-H Food Booth
4. 4-H Exhibit Building
5. Youth Food Booth
6. Field Days Main Office
7. Milking Parlor  
 & Dairy Bar
8. Dairy Palace Arena
9. Bandstand
10. Twist O’ Wool Guild Tent
11. Pavilion
12. Show Tent
13. Handmowing Area
14. Lucien D. Paquette Exhibit Building
15. Horse Area Manager’s Booth
16. 4-H Dairy Barn
17. Open Dairy Show Barn
18. Beef Cattle Tent
19. Antique Equipment Buildings
20. Show Area
21. Frances Monroe Home  
 & Garden Center
22. Sara McCarty Children’s 
 Barnyard
23. Sheep Tents
24. Pony Rides & Free Youth  
 Activities
25. Infant Comfort Station
26. Addison County Toy Barn
27. Poultry Tent

Field Days Grounds Map
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Schedule of Events

(See Schedule of Events on page 14)

Tickets available now at: 
Middlebury Inn in Middlebury, Pratt’s Store in 

Bridport, the Field Days office  
or at fielddays@gmavt.net. 

Beginning Aug. 7th, 
tickets will only be available 

at the Field Days office. 
                   Call 545-2557                          

“The Taste
     of Vermont”

at Addison County Fair & Field Days
Dining Hall • Tuesday, August 9th

Sittings at 5:15, 6:00 and 6:45
Adults: $10   Children 10 & under: $5

Tickets Sell Out!

Green Mountain 
Passport Day

Opening Day Parade
6:00PM

Whiskey & Wine 
Band 7:00PM Supplies

Maple Candy

Deb’s Baked Beans

Pratt’s Store

Roast Pork

Carrot Cake

Host Vendor

Sweet Corn

Clark Family

 
 

             & the MUHS Football Te am

Served by participating vendors 

Supplies

Vegetables

Cheddar Cheese

Rides and Midway by Dreamland Amusements
Bracelet Rides – ALL DAY for $25

Apple Crisp

Chicken Apples

Dairy Products
The

Dining
Hall

Vegetables

Scalloped Potatoes

Country Classic Ham

2:00 - 4:00 �����Children’s Activities (children’s barnyard area) - FREE
3:00����������������Pirate Man Dan (show tent)
3:00����������������Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment area)
3:00���������������� “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
3:30����������������4-H Hands on Workshop (4-H exhibit building)
3:30���������������� “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
3:30����������������CW Bike Stunt Show (show area)
4:30����������������Buffalo Barfield Unherd-of-Entertainment
5:15����������������Vermont Products Dinner-1st Sitting (dining hall)
5:00����������������Gymkhana (horse area)
5:30���������������� “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
6:00����������������Vermont Products Dinner-2nd Sitting (dining hall)
6:00����������������CW Bike Stunt Show(show area)
6:00����������������Field Days Opening Parade - “The Place to Bee!”
6:00����������������Aaron Audet Band(show tent)
6:45����������������Vermont Products Dinner-3rd Sitting (dining hall)
7:00����������������Miniature Horse Team Hitching Demonstration  

(children’s barnyard
7:00 ���������������G� Stone Motors Demo Derby (Tractor Pad)
7:00����������������Whiskey & Wine Band (Bandstand)
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Schedule of Events

(See Schedule of Events on page 16)

MORNING
8:30																English Only 4-H and Open Youth Jr	 & Sr	 Horse 

Show (horse area)
9:00																Open Dairy Show-Holsteins, Ayrshires, Milking 

Shorthorns
9:30																Ox Pulling (Butterfeld Arena)
10:00 - 2:00 			Children’s Activities (children’s barnyard area) - FREE
10:30														Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment area)
11:00-:300 					 “Bee” Kind(Connor Home Stage in Paquette Bldg)
11:00														Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand)
AFTERNOON
12:00-6:00 					Cairo Northern Clowns (Front of FFA Food Booth)
Noon 														$25 BRACELET- Good For All Day Rides
12:00														Pirate Man Dan (show tent)
12:00														Dig For Treasure! (youth activity area) - FREE
12:00														Goat Show (sheep show tent)
12:00														Men’s Caber Toss (tractor pad)
12:30														 “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
1:00																Ladies Iron Skillet Toss (tractor pad)
1:00																Town Hall Theater in Schools (Welcome Center) 

Wednesday, August 10, 2022
Agricultral Shows & Demos, Caber Toss, Karaoke , and The 
Demolition Derby

J.W. & D.E. Ryan is a local, well established, 
plumbing and HVAC contractor in Vergennes, VT.

With a history as an industry leader, the knowledge and 
experience of our technicians and managers make J.W. & D.E. 
Ryan the ideal place to hone your skills and develop new ones.

We are currently seeking an installer and a service technician. 
Our work is primarily residential and light commercial, and our 
range of services include design, installation and maintenance. 
Whether you are a Journeyman or Master plumber looking 
to advance your career or a non-licensed but mechanically 
inclined individual ready to learn the trade, come join our team.

The positions are full-time with a generous benefi t package 
including health insurance, paid time off , 6 paid holidays, 
training/education, life insurance, short-term disability 
insurance, boot allowance, a matching 401k, and more! 
Competitive pay based on experience.

To apply, please email your resume to tanya@jwderyan.com
or mail to: J.W. & D.E. Ryan, Inc. PO Box 6 Vergennes, VT 05491

WE ARE HIRING!
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Fine Furniture

Quality Service

Uniquely 
Woodware

Route 7 South  •  Middlebury, VT  •  802-388-6297
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Schedule of Events

Continued on next page

Proud supporters of the 
Addison County Fair & Field Days!

Benj & Lesley Deppman, attorneys at Deppman Law PLC,
are focused on achieving practical results for their clients. 
They can help you with:

• Real Estate Transactions –
   Commercial & Residential
• Construction Law
• Trust and Estate Planning
• Probate Proceedings
• Commercial Litigation
• Personal Injury
• Family Law –
   Divorce & Custody

• Foreclosure
• Renewable Energy
• General Civil Litigation
• Corporate Organization
• Business Entity Selection, 
   Organization, and
   Representation
• Landlord -Tenant

Benjamin H. Deppman • bdeppman@middlaw.com
Lesley B. Deppman  • ldeppman@middlaw.com

56 Court St., Middlebury
802-388-6337 |  www.middlaw.com

Deppman Law

260 Court St., Hannaford Plaza, Middlebury, VT
802-388-3559  • middleburysewnvac.com

M-F 10am - 5pm, Sat. 9:30am - 4pm, Closed Sunday 

• Sewing Machines
• Vacuum Cleaners
• Sewing Machine and
  Vacuum Service & Repair
• Sewing & Quilting
  Classes
• Quilting Fabric

Your

Source for
local

1:00																CW Bike Stunt Show (show area)
1:30																Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment area)
1:30																4-H Hands on Workshop (4-H exhibit building)
1:30																Buffalo Barfield Unherd-of-Entertainment
2:00																Sheep Shearing/Handling Demonstration (sheep tent)
2:30																Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand)
3:00																 “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
3:00																Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment area)
3:00																Pirate man Dan (Show tent)
3:30																Town Hall Theater in Schools (Welcome Center Area)
3:30																4-H Hands on Workshop (4-H exhibit building)
3:30																CW Bike Stunt Show (show area)
4:00																4-H & Other Youth Rabbit Showmanship (Childrens 

Barnyard)
4:30																Buffalo Barfield Unherd-of-Entertainment (show tent)
5:30																 “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
5:30																Miniature Horse Team Hitching Demonstration 

(children’s barnyard)
6:00																Town Hall Theater in Schools (Welcome Center Area)
6:00																CW Bike Stunt Show (show area)
7:00																Karaoke Talent Night with DJ Amanda Rock (signup 

at 6:30) (show tent)
7:00																G	 Stone Motors Demolition Derby (tractor pad)
7:30																Phil Hoyt (bandstand)
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Schedule of Events

(See Schedule of Events on page 18)

Flat of 20 Super Jumbo  $5.50
18 Pack Large  ................. $3.75
Jumbo dozen .................... $3.00
Cage Free XL dozen ........ $3.25 
X-Large dozen .................. $2.75 
Large dozen ...................... $2.50 
Medium dozen ................. $2.25
Small. ................ $1.50/30 eggs  

All Natural Cage-Free Eggs Available

PLUS!  Milk, 
Cheese, 

Butter,  OJ, 
Maple Syrup 

& More!

Cage Free Large dozen .. $3.00
Our famous 
Hairline Crax ................. $1.25

Maple Meadow FarmMaple Meadow Farm
WHERE THE EGG COMES FIRST!WHERE THE EGG COMES FIRST!

Maple Meadow FarmMaple Meadow Farm
518 Maple St., Salisbury, VT 05769518 Maple St., Salisbury, VT 05769

802-352-4241 • www.maplemeadowfarmeggs.com802-352-4241 • www.maplemeadowfarmeggs.com
Hours: Mon/Tu/Fri 8AM-Noon, Thurs 8AM-4:30  • (Closed Wed, Sat & Sun)

Thursday, August 11, 2022
MORNING
8:00																Annual ACFFD Open Horse Show (horse area)
9:00																4-H Dairy Fitting & Showmanship Classes (animal 

show arena)
9:00																4-H & Other Youth Sheep Show (sheep show tent)
10:00														Hand Mowing Contest (antique equipment demo 

area)2
10:00														VTPA-Anitque Tractor Pulls
10:30														Pony Pulling (Butterfeld Arena)
10:30														Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment area)
11:00														Pedal Tractor Pull (show tent) (sign-ups at 10:00)
11:30														Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand)
11:00-3:00 					 “Bee” Kind (Connor Home Stage in Paquette Bldg)

12:00-6:00  				Cairo Northern Clowns (Front of the FFA Food 
Booth)

12:00														Midway Opens (approximately)
12:00														Dig For Treasure! (youth activity area) - FREE
12:00 - 4:00 			Children’s Activities (children’s barnyard area) - 

FREE
Noon 														$25 BRACELET- Good For All Day Rides
12:30														 “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
1:00																VTPA-Garden Tractor Antique (tractor pad)

Tractor Pulls
1:00																CW Bike Stunt Show (show area)
1:30																Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment 

area)
1:30																Buffal Barfield Unherd-of-Entertainment (show tent)”
1:30																4-H Hands on Workshop (4-H exhibit building)
2:30																Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand)
3:00																Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment 

area)
3:00																Pirate Man Dan (Show Tent)
3:00																 “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (children’s barnyard area)
3:30																4-H Hands on Workshop (4-H exhibit building)
3:30																CW Bike Stunt Show(show area)
4:00																Working Steer/Oxen Demonstration (animal show 

arena)
4:30																Buffalo Barfield Unherd-of-Entertainment (show tent)
5:30																 “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
5:30																Miniature Horse Team Hitching Demonstration  

(children’s barnyard)
6:00																CW Bike Stunt Show (show area)
6:30																FreeStyle MotorCross Show (tractor pad)
7:00																Whiskey & Wine(Band Stand)
7:30																FreeStyle MotorCross Show (tractor pad)
7:30																Animal Costume Class (animal show arena)
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Schedule of Events

802-388-8999  |  John and Jim Fitzgerald

Telecommunications Sales & Service
Data Cabling & Fiber Optics

Serving the Addison County
Business Community

106 Andrew Johnson Dr. Bristol, VT  •  www.vermontlumber.com
Mon-Fri 7:30 a.m. – 4 p.m. (Closed Noon - 12:30)

Friendly & Professional Service 
Quality Hardwoods 

Sustainable Forestry
Cash & Volume DiscountsPerfect for Manufacturing Cabinets, 

Furniture, Repairs & Remodeling
Superior Quality and Great Prices!

VERMONT HARDWOODS
MAPLE ∙ OAK ∙ BIRCH ∙ CHERRY ∙ ASH

CALL FOR PRICING AND AVAILABILITY

802-453-4884

8:00																Toast (Show Tent)
8:30																FreeStyle MotorCross Show (tractor pad)

Friday, August 12, 2022

MORNING
8:30																Exhibitors’ Breakfast (dining hall)
9:00																Open Sheep Show (sheep show tent)
9:30																Draft Horse Show (horse area)
10:00 - 2:00 			Children’s Activities (children’s barnyard area) - 

FREE
10:00														VTPA-Youth, Adult Stock, Sport Stock, ATVs, 

SuperStock Open,
																							Pro Diesel,
																							4 Cyl Mod, Enhanced Antique Pulls (tractor pad)
10:00														Horse Pulling (Butterfeld Arena)
10:30														Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment area)
11:00														Pirate Man Dan (show tent)
11:00-3:00 					 “Bee” Kind (Connor Home Stage in Paquette Bldg)
AFTERNOON
12:00-6:00 					Cairo Northern Clowns (front of the FFA Food Booth)
12:00														Dig For Treasure! (youth activity area) - FREE
12:00														 “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
12:00														PeeWee Dairy Showmanship (animal show arena)
Noon 														$25 BRACELET- Good For All Day Rides
12:15														Buffalo Barfield Unherd-of Entertainment (Show Tent)
1:00																Tom Joyce, Magican (bandstand)
1:00																4 Abreast, Show Division (horse area)
1:00																CW Bike Stunt Show(show area)
1:30																Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment area)
1:30																4-H Hands on Workshop (4-H exhibit building)
1:30																Pirate Man Dan (show tent)
2:45																Buffalo Barfield Unherd-of Entertainment (Show Tent)
3:00																Beef Show (animal show arena)
3:00																 “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
3:00																Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment area)
3:30																4-H Hands on Workshop (4-H exhibit building)

3:30																CW Bike Stunt Show (show area)
4:00																Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand)
5:00																Armwrestling-Kids 16 & under (sign up at 4:00) 

(show tent)
5:30																 “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
5:30																Miniature Horse Team Hitching Demonstration 

(children’s barnyard)
6:00																CW Bike Stunt Show (show area)
6:00																VTPA- Stock Street Legal, Mod Street Legal, Work 

Stock Legal, 2	6/3	0, Pro Diesel, VT V8 Minis, 2WD 
Minis Pulls (tractor pad)

7:00																Armwrestling-Adults (weigh-ins 5:00)(show tent)
7:00																Jolly Roger Band (bandstand)
7:00																NYTPA - Sanctioned Super Farm & Limited Pro
																							Tractor Pulls (tractor pad)

MORNING
9:00 															Open Dairy Show- Jersey, Brown Swiss & Guernsey
9:00																Draft Horse Show (horse area)
10:00														4H & Other Youth Poultry Showmanship
                       (Childrens Barnyard area)
10:00														Baked Bean Bonanza Contest & Samples (picnic 

pavilion)
10:00														VTPA-Farmstock, Open 4WD, Hot Farm, Super stock  

4x4, Altered, Farm, Street Legal Semi, Single Engine 
Mod Pulls (tractor pad)

10:30														Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment area)
10:30														Youth Sheep Blocking and Fitting Contest (sheep tent)
11:00 - 3:00 			Children’s Activities (children’s barnyard area) - FREE
11:00-3:00 					 “Bee” Kind(Connor Home Stage in Paquette Bldg)
12:00														Pirate Man Dan (show tent)
AFTERNOON
12:00-6:00  				Northern Cairo Clowns (front of FFA food booth)
12:00														Midway Opens (approximately)

More Shows, Armwrestling and Pulling Competitions

Saturday, August 13, 2022

Continued on next page

Dairy Show, Pulling Competitions & Fireworks!
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Farmstand openFarmstand open
10-6 Daily10-6 Daily
April 1 -December 1April 1 -December 1

Enjoy the Fair!

2001 Old Jerusalem Road, Leicester, VT | www.blueledgefarm.com

The 2022 Garden 
Game Is Here!

Each summer the Addy Indy and Agway partner to present 
the Garden Game, awarding prizes for the largest entries in 

each of the fruit and veggie categories below:
Asparagus (length x circumference) 
Beet (circumference)
Broccoli (diameter)
Cabbage (circumference)
Cantaloupe (circumference)
Carrot (length x circumference)
Cauliflower (diameter)
Corn (length x circumference)
Cucumber (length x circumference)
Edible Leafy Greens (length x                 

width - leaf only)
Eggplant (circumference x                        

circumference)
Fennel (length x circumference)
Green Bean (length)
Kohlrabi (circumference)
Leek (length x circumference)
Melon (circumference)

Onion (circumference)
Parsnip (circumference)
Pepper (circumference x                            

circumference)
Potato (length x circumference)
Pumpkin (circumference x                          

circumference)
Radish (circumference)
Rhubarb (length)
Rutabaga (circumference)
Summer Squash (length x                        

circumference)
Sunflower (diameter)
Tomato (circumference)
Turnip (circumference)
Winter Squash (length x circumference)
Zucchini (length x circumference)

How do you play the Garden Game? 
Just bring in any of the above fruits/veggies to our office at 58 Maple 

Street, Middlebury to be officially measured. Weekly front runners will 
be posted online and listed in the newspaper. Entries must be home-

grown in the greater Addison County area. One winner per category. One 
prize per person. Winners will be announced at the first sign of frost. 

Visit addisonindependent.com/contests
for more info.

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT
Schedule of Events

12:00														Dig For Treasure! (youth activity area) - FREE
12:00														 “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
Noon 														$25 BRACELET- Good For All Day Rides
12:30														Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand)
1:00																Rack ‘N Reel’s Sling Shot Competition
																							 (sign up at 12:00)(Butterfeld Arena)
1:00																Six Horse Hitch, North American Classic Six 

Qualifer (horse area)
1:30																Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment area)
1:30																4-H Hands on Workshop (4-H exhibit building)
1:30																Buffalo Barfield Unherd-of-Entertainment (Show Tent)
2:30																Turkey Calling Contest (Butterfeld Arena)
3:00																Pirate Man Dan (Show Tent)
3:00																Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment area)
3:00																Sheep & Wool Garment Lead Line Class (sheep 

show tent)
3:00																Sheep Shearing/Handling Demonstration (sheep 

tent)
3:00																 “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
3:30																Duck & Goose Calling Contest (sign up at 2:30)

(Butterfeld Arena)
3:30																4-H Hands on Workshop (4-H exhibit building)
3:30																CW Bike Stunt Show (Show Tent)
3:30																Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand)
5:00																Home & Garden Awards & Leona Thompson Bowl  

Presentation  (home & garden bldg)
5:30																 “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
5:30																Miniature Horse Team Hitching Demonstration 

(children’s barnyard)
6:00																CW Bike Stunt Show(show area)
6:00																Nickel& Dime (bandstand)
7:00																VTPA-VT V8 Minis, Altered Farm, Street Legal, 

Semis, S	S	 4x4, Pickups, Hot farm, Pro Stock, 
Single, Engine Mod Pulls(tractor pad)

7:00																Pitz Quattrone (Show Tent)
7:00																NYTPA - Sanctioned Super Farm & Limited Pro 

Tractor Pulls (tractor pad)
9:15																Champlain Valley Equipment Closing Fireworks 

Display  (set off east of horse area)
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802-388-7951 • addisoncounty.com

Addison County grows a lot ofAddison County grows a lot of
great things. Shouldn’t yourgreat things. Shouldn’t your
business be one of them?business be one of them?

We can increase your visibility in the county, and provide 
networking and training opportunities for your employees.

By JOHN VAALER
“I’m the only one in my class 

right now, but first place is always 
the goal,” Mount Abraham Union 
High School student Abigail Reen 
said at last year’s Field Days. 

Abigail, with her Ayshire spring 
calf named Oakley, bagged an un-
challenged Blue Ribbon at the 4-H 
Youth Dairy Show Conformation 
Classes on the first day of Addison 
County Fair and Field Days 2021, 
which was judged by Renee Baker. 

Reen said that her calf’s great-
est strength was her fluid style and 
obedience.

“Her best strength is how well 
she leads with me, because she 
pretty much just follows me around 
like a dog,” Reen said. 

Before she went on to the Spring 
Calf Championship — where 
calves born between March 1-April 
30 compete — Reen said that she 
viewed the contest as a great op-

portunity for Oakley the cow to get 
some show biz experience. 

“This is her first show ever, so 
let’s see how it goes,” Reen said. 

The winner of the Spring Calf 
Championship and the Munger 
Award was Sarah Hill, presenting 
her Holstein Spring Calf named 
Outstanding.

Outstanding’s greatest strengths, 
according to Hill, are her “wideness 
and rib openness.” 

Hill went on to win the Fall Calf 
competition, too (where calves born 
between September and November 
compete), winning the Steve Pope 
Award for Best Fall Calf of Show 
after presenting her cow Tuxedo. 
Asked about how she feels about 
her double victory, Hill said she felt 
“excited.”

“Training them is kind of hard at 
some points,” she added. 

But perhaps the biggest surprise 
was the Winter calf competition, 

RENEE BAKER LOOKS over Oakley, the calf presented by Abigail 
Reen at last year’s Dairy Conformation Classes at Addison County Fair 
and Field Days 2021. This was Oakley’s first time in a competition. 

Independent photos/John Vaaler

SARAH HILL AND her spring 
calf Outstanding won the Mung-
er Award for Best Spring Calf of 
the show in 2021. During the calf 
competitions, Hill went on to also 
win the Steve Pope Award for 
Best Fall Calf. 

BLUE-RIBBON WINNER An-
drew Lester, a 16-year-old at 
Mount Abraham Union High 
School at last year’s Field Days, 
smiles with his spring calf, Tilly. 
Lester was glad that the Confor-
mation Classes were happening 
again after 2020 competitions 
were canceled due to COVID-19. 

Calf competitions at Dairy Conformation 
Classes showcase cows and presenters 

where 10-year-old Renee Plouffe 
won the Plouffe Award, which was 
named after Renee’s own great-
grandmother.

Plouffe was with the calf she 
trained, named Cocoa. Plouffe said 
her biggest challenges when get-
ting Cocoa into model shape were 
“trying to set her up and getting her 

to walk slow.”
MAUHS student Andrew Les-

ter, 16, competed in the Spring Calf 
competition, where he and his cow 
Tilly earned a blue ribbon. Lester 
said he appreciated that the Con-
formation Classes have returned in 
2021 after a two-year absence due 
to Field Days being canceled in 
2020 due to the pandemic. 

“It’s great to get back to showing 
this year,” Lester said. “Everyone’s 
a bit more rusty, but it’s really fun 
to get back here.”
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We’re Kid &
Pet Friendly

Special Pet Menu!

The Last
Carhop 

in Vermont

For an authentic American 
dining experience – 
come by the A&W!

Middlebury’s A&W is
the last one in Vermont!

RT 7 South, Middlebury
802-388-2876

BIG 
BURGER

CLASSIC GRILLED DOGS
Coney Chili 
Cheese Dog

Michigan Dog

ORIGINAL 
BACON
DOUBLE 

CHEESEBURGER
Root Beer Float

Classic

Open 7 days a week, 11:30 am - 8 pm

MENU FAVES
Big Burgers, Classic 

Grilled Dogs, Root Beer 
Floats, Cheddar Cheese 

Curds, Onion Rings, 
Fried Chicken
Shrimp/Clams

Vermont Natural Ag Products, Inc.
297 Lower Foote St., Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-1137 • www.moodoo.com

By HANNAH LAGA ABRAM
Lori Brown may run the Field Days event with the strangest name, 

but she said it’s also one of the more inclusive and family-oriented 
competitions on the program: the gymkhana. 

Gymkhana celebrated its 10th anniversary at Addison County Fair 
and Field Days.

Pronounced “gym-,” as in where you go work out, “-khana,” 
rhymes with “nirvana,” the term hails from 19th century India and 
denotes something along the lines of an assembly where skill-based 
contests are held. 

In the horse world, gymkhanas consist of multiple speed and pre-
cision-oriented events. Each event requires riders to maneuver their 
mounts in a specific pattern around barrels or poles, as fast as pos-
sible. The top six finishes in each age group in each event receive 
points, which are tallied up at the end of the night to determine the 
overall champion and reserve champion. Champions and top finishes 
in each event received small cash prizes.

Brown, from Pittsford, rode in her first gymkhana when she was 
12, and said both of her daughters have grown up in it. 

At the 2021 Field Days gymkhana, her experience showed. 
Emma Brown, 16 last year, and Kassidy Brown, 14 at the time, 

both competed in the “Junior” division (age 11-17). They emerged KASSIDY BROWN RACES her horse, Jet, through a pattern called the 
“Cloverleaf Barrels” in the gymkhana competition at last year’s Field Days.

Photo by Adam Mahady

What in the world is a
‘gymkhana?’

(See Gymkhana, Page 29)
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Continued on next page

FIELD DAYSENTERTAINMENT

AARON AUDET BAND

There are lots of entertaining things to see and do at the 
county fair, but if you want to just sit down and watch profes-
sional entertainers and highly skilled amateurs do their thing, 
Field Days has a lot to offer. 

The 2022 edition of Addison County Fair & Field Days of-
fers visitors a broad range of entertainers that will delight 
both young and old. There will be plenty for fairgoers to laugh 
at and hum along to as they stroll around the grounds. Plus 
there are several acts performing in the evenings that must 
be seen.

This year’s lineup of new and returning acts ranges from 
silly to scintillating, and includes music from karaoke to a 
couple of Addison County’s favorite bands. There will also be 
all sorts of other types of acts including stunt biking, magic 
and the ever-popular racing pigs. Plus, some of the competi-
tions are as much for entertainment as for cheering on the 
competitors.

Just about everywhere you turn there will be some sort of 
entertainment act going on.

Here is what to look for each night at the show tent and 
bandstand, followed by profiles of the performers on stage 
every day throughout the fair.

• Aaron Audet kicks off the week’s entertainment on Tues-
day at 6 p.m. in the Show Tent. He and his band are quite 
popular and there is always a great crowd for their perfor-
mances, which include acoustic guitar and popular covers. 
Aaron tells us that they are very upbeat and play fun music 
to listen to and sing along with.

• The Field Days Opening Parade steps off from near the 
tractor pad at 6 p.m. on Tuesday. This year’s theme is “The 
Place to Bee.” All entrants are asked to assemble 45 minutes 

before the parade start time on the east side of the tractor 
pad on the road to the north of the parking area. There will 
be prizes for the winning entries. Contact Benj Deppman at 

JOLLY ROGER BAND
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FIELD DAYSENTERTAINMENT

(See Entertainment on Page 24)
WHISKEY & WINE

GAINES INSURANCE
AGENCY, INC.

“We Make House Calls.”

Auto  •  Home
Farm  •  Commercial

802- 877-2878
154 Monkton Road, Ferrisburgh
Across from Aubuchon Hardware

www.gainesinsurance.com

Precast/Prestressed Concrete Products
Ready-Mix Concrete
Concrete Pumping

Sand and Stone

  2464 CASE ST.  MIDDLEBURY, VT
802-388-6363         JPCARRARA.COM

QUALITY      INTEGRITY      EXPERIENCE

12’ Tall Precast 
Bunker Wall Panels

Precast/Prestressed 
  Concrete Products

Ready-Mixed Concrete

Concrete Pumping

Sand and Stone

J.P. CARRARA & SONS, INC.

462-2122, Diane Norris at 897-7014 or any Field Days direc-
tor if you plan to participate.

• There will be more live music at the Show Tent at 7 p.m. 
when Whiskey & Wine will take the stage. Steve Audy and 
Lori Towle make up this fun and engaging acoustic duo that 
performs many of your favorite cover songs. Their set lists 
span decades and genres creating a “something for every-
one” entertainment experience. They will perform again on 
Thursday at 7 p.m.

• Head to the Show Tent on Wednesday at 7 p.m. when 
Addison County DJ Amanda Rock will lead the ever-popular 
Karaoke Talent Night. Amada will help get the energy flow-
ing so you all can let your inner performer come out on stage. 
Sign up for a spot in the show beginning at 6:30 p.m. You will 
probably find a few diamonds in the rough among your Ad-
dison County neighbors when it comes to singing. 

• Over at the bandstand on Wednesday at 7:30 p.m., Phil 
Hoyt will do the performing for those who want to sit and 
listen. This Granville, N.Y., singer-songwriter of traditional 
country music has been performing for 20-plus years at 
fairs, carnivals, bars and benefits anywhere they wanted real 
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FIELD DAYSENTERTAINMENT

Continued on next page

Continued from page 23

2562 Vt Rt 22A, Bridport, VT 05734
802-758-6888

Good Luck to all Participants!
Glen Cousineau DVM, David Rockwell DVM,

Elizabeth Martens DVM,  Stephanie Bandoski DVM,
Office: Kim Miner, Becky Barnes, Lab: Nikki Normandin

Providing medical and 
surgical services to food 
animals in Addison and 

northern Rutland Counties 
since 1995.

802.388.8303 / pattypruitt.com

OPEN AIR PET REPAIR
Patty Pruitt, DVM

Patty Pruitt, DVM

Dr. Patty Pruitt offers both Eastern & Western veterinary care
in the comfort of your home.

SERVICES INCLUDE:
Preventive Care Exams – Diagnostics – Treatment & Management of Disease  

& Injury – Vaccines – Acupuncture – Chinese Herbal Medicine – 
End-of-Life Care

Dr. Pruitt also practices veterinary medicine
at Bristol Animal Hospital.

BUFFALO BARFIELD

country music. As his business cards says, Phil’s music is so 
down to earth it has grass stains on it

• The Vergennes-based band Toast will shake the Show 
Tent at 8 p.m. on Thursday. Led by Amanda Rock (remem-
ber her from Karaoke Talent Night?) and Eric Bresnick, this 
quartet plays music in the key of ROCK. Their music can go 
in many directions and is sometimes called and “eclectic mix.” 
With more than a decade on stage, this band knows how to 
please an audience.

PITZ QUATTRONE

• The fun CW Bike Stunt Show will perform in the Show 
Tent two or three times a day. They are lots of fun to see and 
very athletic.

• And if you want to see tricks done on grander scale, head 
to the tractor pad on Thursday evening for the FreeStyle Mo-
torCross Show, featuring absolutely ridiculous tricks and 
stunt performed on moving, jumping, air-borne motorcycles. 
These skilled riders will perform three times on Thursday: 
6:30, 7:30 and 8:30 p.m. There is some excitement revving 
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FIELD DAYSENTERTAINMENT

(See Entertainment on Page 26)

PIRATE MAN - DAN

Weekly Mon. - Thurs. Livestock Auctions
Trucking rates available

Specializing in dairy replacement & herd dispersals
Addison County Commission Sales

Sales Manager/Owner: T. G. Wisnowski & Son
802-388-2661, VT Toll Free 800-339-COWS

or 802-989-1507
RT. 125, East Middlebury, VT 05740

www.accscattle.com

“Family owned and operated”

Proudly Serving Addison County 
Farmers for over 6 Decades!

Weekly Mon. - Thurs. Livestock Auctions

Randall N. Ross, VMD

Comprehensive veterinary medical care
at your home for your small animal pets.

Like us on
Celebrating 21 Years

Serving Addison County

802-777-8486
VermontMobileVet.com

up for this show.
• If think you might like to see and listen to a pirate-themed 

musical act, check out Jolly Roger Band on Thursday on 
the Bandstand at 7 p.m. The foursome looks to be a lot of fun 
and they say they only play classic danceable Rock ’n’ Roll.

• Musical entertainment at Field Days wraps up on Sat-
urday night with two great bands. First up at 6 p.m. at the 
Bandstand is the New Haven-based quintet Nickel & Dime. 
Three guitars, some drums and a lovely singer make up the 
band. You may have seen them play at Porkies off Route 7 
or at Basin Harbor earlier this summer. Now’s your chance to 
hear them rock at Field Days!

• And to round out the week there is a really special act: Pitz 
Quattrone will perform his one-man show that is the smile-
creating, gyrating, unique entertainment experience that 

features didgeridoo, voice, percussion, and lots of grooves. 
If you already love the sound of the long, pipe-like instrument 
from Australia that is the didgeridoo, you will want to experi-
ence this guy. If you’re not sure, well, check him out.

At 9:15 on Saturday evening Field Days entertainment draws 
to a close with a classic — the Champlain Valley Equipment 
Closing Fireworks Display, which will be set off east of the 
horse area but viewable throughout the grounds.

APPEARING REGULARLY
In addition to all of the special performances above, the fair 

offers a full slate of daytime entertainment, with some perform-
ers appearing each day, often several times. Here is a look at 
those:

NICKEL & DIME
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FIELD DAYSENTERTAINMENT

PEDDLE TRACTOR PULLS

• A popular performer returning this year is Pirate Man 
Dan, who will be offering his “Pirate Adventure Experience” 
twice a day at the Show Tent. Dan Jolley of Groton, an expe-
rienced clown, will offer a fun show for all ages — he says, 
“even teenagers.” The friendly pirate’s act includes balloons, 
magic, unicycling, stilts and bubbles. One reviewer said Pi-
rate Man Dan “put on a great show. Not only did all the kids 
in the room enjoy him, but he had the adults all laughing at 
his jokes.”

• Cairo Northern Clowns are scheduled to walk the 
grounds daily to provide a smile and a laugh when you least 
expect it. 

• Look for Buffalo Barfield’s “Unherd of Entertain-
ment” to tickle your funny bone in the show tent at various 

times. Gregg “Buffalo” Barfield and his wife, Michele, have 
created a unique and entertaining comedy and variety music 
show. The South Carolina-based act’s unique blend of music 
and comedy has been described as “Jeff Foxworthy meets 
Jimmy Buffett.” The show is a blend of Americana, country, 
blues and oldies rock ’n’ roll music with a touch of down home 
“clean” comedy. This one is good for the young kids.

• Tom Joyce, the Magic Man, will appear twice a day at 
the bandstand. Check the schedule to see when he is per-
forming. He’s absolutely fabulous with the kids, but grown-ups 
will enjoy the show, too.

• Rosie’s Racing Pigs will run their hilarious competition 
several times a day near the dairy area. It combines the live-
stock portion of Field Days with the levity of an entertaining 
show.
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By HANNAH LAGA ABRAM
Quiet can be hard to find at 

Field Days, but around the back 
of the cornfields, the “hand mow-
ing” contest draws those who 
appreciate a practice of listening 
and focus. 

“We’re just out here cuttin’ 
grass,” said Tim Williams, a com-
petitor from Lyme, N.H. 

The 2021 hand mowing con-
test at Field Days was only Wil-
liams’s second competition, and 
he felt like he’d improved since 
his first a couple weeks earlier. 

Williams usually uses a scythe 
— the long-han-
dled implement 
with the curved 
blade that has 
been used for 
mowing by hand 
since, suppos-
edly, 5000 BC — 
just once or twice 
a year. But the 
competition is in his system and 
he wants to get more into it.

“You get the rush, even though 
it looks kind of pedestrian,” he 
said of competing at hand mow-
ing.

Competitors, split into classes 
by age and gender — the gender 
division will no longer apply to 
next year’s competition — are 
judged on the width and speed of 
their pass along a 15- or 25-foot-
long swath of specially grown 
mixed grasses and weeds, as well 
as the “evenness of their stubble” 
— how uniform the grass cut is. 

Judd Markowski of Bridport, 
who co-organizes last year’s 
event, commentated on every 
move with a microphone to his 
lips. He first competed at the 
Field Days event when he was 
16, after learning how to hand 
mow while working on a dairy 
farm “up the road.”

He won the junior class that 

year, but hasn’t touched the gold 
since, though he’s competed for 
the past 10 years and organized 
for the past three. He’s sitting out 
this time because of an injured 
shoulder. 

Maybe it’s for the best.
For winning the competition, 

you get “sudden fame — it ruins 
most people,” Markowski said, 
straight-faced. 

But he loves it, especially see-
ing new folks come out. 

“My favorite thing is how 
many people show up for this 
kooky thing, and there’s no 

iPhones out,” he 
said. 

The simplicity 
of scythe tech-
nology is a major 
part of its func-
tion and charm. 

“Every th ing 
has an engine on 
it these days, but 

you can actually hear the blade 
— I love it,” Markowski said. 

Michaela Stickney, Markows-
ki’s co-organizer from Hunting-
ton, feels similarly.

“I love the fluidity, the sound 
of steel cutting blades of grass — 
it’s meditative,” she said. 

Stickney learned how to mow 
13 years ago from Lucien Pa-
quette, the founder of Field Days, 
among others, and has compet-
ed all over the place. She also 
teaches “scythe school” at Brush 
Brook Community Farm in Hun-
tington. 

Stickney is still one of the few 
women in the contest.

Gayle German has been mow-
ing “on and off” for five years 
and came up from Canaan, N.H., 
to compete. 

But she didn’t have any compe-
tition in her age class and gender. 

“It’s a little disappointing…I 
wish more women would do this 

A PARTICIPANT IN last year’s hand mowing competition pulls his 
scythe through a shock of grass on the Field Days property.

Photo by Adam Mahady

Hand mowing contest
connects to history, quiet

in their gardens,” she said. 
“It’s low-key, you meet a lot of 

great people, and it’s keeping the 
old way alive,” German added. 

German is one of several com-
petitors who claim they got into 
hand mowing because of New 
Hampshire-based Don Elder. El-
der started out mowing as a kid, 
and now does it as a hobby. He’s 
been competing at the fair since 
2009 or 2010, he said. 

Now 83, “I think it (mowing) 
helps me out (with my) dancing,” 

Elder said.
A lot of the craft is about angles 

of rotation and keeping the blade 
close to the ground, Markowski 
explained to the crowd. 

Several times, he shouted at 
mowers to “keep breathing.”

There’s magic and meaning in 
the practice. 

“You’re that much closer than 
with a big tractor — it’s quiet, 
you’re closer to the outdoors, and 
people kind of look at you funny, 
which is perfect,” Williams said.

“You get the rush, 
even though it 
looks kind of 
pedestrian.”

— Tim Williams
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By NORA PEACHIN
A gang of four middle-school-

age boys climb the antique trac-
tors sitting next to the Tac-O’ the 
Town truck at Field Days in 2019, 
laughing and discussing tomor-
row’s 4-H competition. It would 
be Avery Carl’s first year partici-
pating.

The friends decide to head over 
to the barn, to check in on Avery’s 
cows. The team hitches a ride on 
the courtesy shuttle. “We’ll need 
a ride after to the ‘Are you a good 
person?’ stand,” Avery let the 
driver know, referring to a tent 

where people talk about religion. 
“I’m supposed to be picking up 
elderly people,” the driver replied 
with a laugh after 
dropping the boys 
at the barn.

“We’ve been 
coming since we 
were babies. We 
hang out every 
year,” Avery’s 
friends explained 
as he tended to 
Rosie and Matt. He scooped hay 
and gave each cow a quick pet be-
fore running off with his buddies.

Avery comes from a long line 
of 4-H competitors. His parents, 
Matt and Lindsey Carl, owners 

Circle C Farm 
in Bridport, each 
had their time to 
shine in the Field 
Days Show Area 
at previous fairs. 
Avery’s younger 
brother, Parker, 
was also due to 
be competing for 

the first time in 2019.
Lindsey praised her sons for 

their hard work in preparation 

for Friday’s event. “A big part 
of 4-H is that (the kids) do the 
work themselves,” she said. “It’s 
important that kids learn a good 
work ethic. There’s nothing better 
than farming to teach kids that.”

Although Parker and Avery are 
doing the dirty work, competi-
tion prep has been an educational 
experience for the whole family. 
Lindsey and Matt have been rais-
ing beef for the past 15 years, but 
their show experience is exclu-
sively in dairy and horse. So, this 
was the family’s first foray into 
beef.

FRIENDS TANNER BURNS, left, Avery Carl, Tucker Wright and Joseph Bergevin climb one of the vintage tractors in front of the tractor pad at 
Field Days in 2019. 

Independent file photo/Nora Peachin

Farmers-to-be learn the value of work

“We’ve been 
coming since we 
were babies. We 
hang out every 
year.”
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Interested in selling the Interested in selling the Addison IndependentAddison Independent
at your business?  at your business?  

Call 802.388.4944 and speak to Sadie or email Call 802.388.4944 and speak to Sadie or email 
frontdesk@addisonindependent.com.frontdesk@addisonindependent.com.

Stop by any of these 60+ locations  for your copy of Addison 
County’s award-winning community newspaper!

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946
INDEPENDENT

 Every Thursday & Monday            75¢   

VErMoNT’s TwIcE-wEEkly NEwsPaPEr

Sadie Messenger

ADDISON:
West Addison General Store
BRANDON: 
Brandon Discount Beverage 
Champlain Farms
Gourmet Provence
Hannaford Supermarket
Jiffy Mart
Junction Store & Deli
Mac’s Market
Union Street Grocery
Walgreen’s
BRIDPORT:
Pratt’s Store
BRISTOL:
Bristol Country Store

Bristol Discount Beverage
Champlain Farms
Maplefields
Shaw’s Supermarket
Walgreen’s
EAST MIDDLEBURY:
Mac’s Market
Maplefields
Otter East Bakery & Deli
FERRISBURGH:
Jiffy Mart
LINCOLN:
Lincoln General Store
MIDDLEBURY:
Champlain Farms
Costello’s Market
Greg’s Market
Hannaford Supermarket
Kinney Drugs
Maplefields
Middlebury Discount Beverage
Middlebury Inn

Middlebury Natural Foods Co-op
Middlebury Short Stop
Otter Creek Bakery
Paris Farmers Union
Rosie’s Restaurant
Shaw’s Supermarket
The Stone Mill 
Vermont Book Shop
Vermont Field Sports
Vermont’s Own
Village Depot-Dunkin Donuts
Walgreen’s
NEW HAVEN: 
Jiffy Mart (7 & 17)
Maplefields
Village Green Market
N. FERRISBURGH:
N. Ferrisburgh Short Stop
ORWELL:
Buxton’s Store
RIPTON:
Ripton Country Store

SALISBURY:
Kampersville Store
SHOREHAM:
Shoreham Service Center
STARKSBORO:
Jerusalem Corners Country 

Store
VERGENNES:
BJ’s Farm Supply
Champlain Farms
Community Market
Kinney Drugs
Shaw’s Supermarket
Small City Market
Vergennes Wine
PAPERS ALSO AVAILABLE 

AT:
Eastview at Middlebury
Helen Porter Rehabilitation & 

Nursing
Porter Medical Center
The Residence at Otter Creek

from the gymkhana as reserve 
champion and champion, respec-
tively. 

Both started riding horses 
when they were two or three 
years old. 

“Or, if you count in utero…” 
Lori said. 

The Browns love the competi-
tion and train for it year-round, 
but “anyone can do it,” Lori 
said, adding that the event is 
“inclusive of all ages, levels and 
breeds.”

At last year’s Tuesday event, a 
few of the very young “Peewees” 
— those 10 and under — were 
accompanied into the arena by 
an assistant who led their horse 
through the pattern by the reins. 
The youngest competitor was 
just three years old.

“I’ve always been on horses…

since before I could steer,” Kas-
sidy said. 

Kassidy, who started her night 
off strong riding into second 
place in the Cloverleaf Barrels 
with a time of 18 
seconds flat, said 
she’s practiced 
this pattern at 
least once a week 
since practically 
before she can re-
member. 

She still gets an 
adrenaline rush 
every time. 

“The nerves 
and excitement 
hit you right as 
you come out of the gate,” she 
said. She said she noticed a cou-
ple things she could’ve done bet-
ter, but overall felt great about 
her first ride of the night. 

Kassidy was nervous for Pole 
Bending, the second event, be-
cause her horse, Jet, isn’t used to 
the pattern. 

“I don’t know what he’ll do, 
but that’s the fun 
of it,” she said.

Pole Bending 
did prove to be 
a challenge, but 
Kassidy came 
back from not 
placing top six 
in that event by 
placing top three 
in all the rest — 
Double Bowtie, 
Cat’s Cradle and 
Horseshoe Bar-

rels — to claim her first place 
in the junior division. Her sister 
was a close second. 

“They did amazing,” Lori said. 
Though they’re in it for the 

competition, Lori and Kassidy 
both noted how important it is to 
feel connected to their horses.

“I have a really great bond with 
my horse,” Kassidy said. That 
bond, which Lori said is “hard 
to put into words,” is what made 
her want to share horsemanship 
with her daughters. 

Kassidy said she’ll teach her 
kids to ride as well. “I do love 
this…I’ll definitely keep doing 
this,” she said, before running 
into the ring to retrieve a hat a 
previous rider had dropped while 
galloping to the finish.

The sense of family and com-
munity was apparent throughout 
the evening, in the stands and the 
announcer’s booth, as well as in 
the arena.

“Especially this year, it’s just 
being able to get people here, it’s 
about being together,” Lori said. 

(Continued from, Page 21)

Gymkhana

“The 
nerves and 
excitement hit 
you right as 
you come out 
of the gate.”

— Kassidy Brown



Field Days • Official Program • The Addison Independent • Aug. 4, 2022Page 30

By JOHN VAALER
What does a judge in Addison 

County Fair and Field Days Home 
and Garden Department compe-
titions base their assessment of 
crafts, home-grown vegetables and 
art work?

Quality of workmanship, flavor, 
distinctiveness …

Bethany Barry, who was judg-
ing a fish tank filled with little cro-
cheted fish in the Frances Monroe 
Building at the New Haven fair-
grounds in 2021, was especially 
pleased with the creativity of the 
project. 

The submission reminded her of 
the value of “(seeing) that people 
have the ingenuity, actually the en-
gineering skills.

“I’ve been working at Field 
Days for quite a while,” Barry 
added. “I’ve never seen anything 
like this.”

The scores of competitions at 
Field Days keep Addison Country 
residents personally involved in 
the fair, giving average citizens a 
chance to exercise their creativity 
and potentially win bragging rights 
among friends and neighbors.

 “As a board, (we want) to keep 
this a very family friendly, positive 
experience,” said Megan Sutton, 
the director of Home and Garden 
Department competitions, which 
centered around all sorts of food, 
drawing, crocheting and horticul-
ture. 

Sutton noted that the volunteer 
judges she picks are qualified.

“We have a gardener who comes 
in and judges the vegetables,” she 
said. “We have people from the 
garden club who judge the flowers 
and plants. We have a professional 
weaver coming to judge the weav-
ing.”

Although she’s been working 
at the Home and Garden Depart-
ment and as a fair board member 
for more than half a decade, Sut-
ton’s roots at Field Days go back 
decades. 

“I showed here as a kid,” she 

reminisced. “When I was young, 
we lived right down the road. We 
could walk here or ride our horse if 
I wanted to be in the horse show.”
QUICK BREAD JUDGMENT

“Flavor is most important to 
me,” Leicester resident Kathy Sar-
gent said. 

Sargent and other judges as-
sessed the merits of several types 
of baked goods including muffins 
and quick breads.

At the quick bread segment, 
the judges tasted a sweeter quick 
bread, then an eggy low-carb 
bread, and finally a kiwi flavored 
version of the snack that earned 
special praise. The other members 
of Sargent’s team were judges Gra-
ham Sutton, Marci Hays and Mar-
ci’s 14-year-old daughter, Abigail. 

Although flavor is the most im-
portant quality for baked goods, 
according to Sargent, aftertaste is 
essential, too.

“The aftertaste, and that some-
one didn’t bake it a long time 
ahead,” Sargent said about other 
cornerstones of good baking sub-
missions. “Because sometimes 
when people enter a lot, time man-
agement is difficult. We want to 
make sure the quick bread has not 
gone bad.”

After a sweet but unremarkable 
quick bread, the judges tasted a 
low-carb, yellow loaf. 

None of the judges were very 
happy with this bread. Goshen res-
ident Marci Hays, wincing a little, 
explained her issues with the low-
carb quick bread.

“It wasn’t what I was expect-
ing,” she said. “It wasn’t as sweet 
— or moist. It didn’t also have a 
flavor.”

But although judging at Field 
Days means she occasionally 
tastes inadequate breads, Hays said 
she still loves her role. Exploring 
the different recipes from the vari-
ous contestants is her favorite part 
of the gig.

Being a baked goods judge isn’t 
very difficult for Abigail Hays. In 

her spare time, the teenager makes 
floury treats herself. “I don’t (bake) 
as much as I like to, but I do it when 
I can,” Abigail said. 

As the committee began slicing 
up a kiwi quick bread, Graham Sut-
ton talked about how his previous 
experiences have made him a valu-
able quick bread judge. 

“I don’t have a whole lot of back-
ground in baking,” Sutton admitted. 
“But (I am) definitely a food enthu-
siast, which qualifies me. So, I have 
a definite background in food.”

The part of the competition he 
enjoyed most is getting to witness 
firsthand the creativity of Addi-
son County’s bakers. “Just seeing 
people being able to express them-
selves through food,” Sutton said. 

On the kiwi bread, Sutton was 
impressed with its quirkiness.  

“I thought it was a little outside 
of the box,” he said.
CROCHETING

At the crocheting competition, 
judges Bethany Barry of Cornwall 
and Kat Cyr of Ferrisburgh took a 

shine to an aquarium complete with 
crocheted fish. Shoreham resident 
Nicolee Terre’s creation won a 
blue-and-gold ribbon and a perfect 
score, earning full marks in overall 
appearance, design, workmanship 
and creativity.

The fish tank included crocheted 
flora and fauna such as seaweed, 
stingrays, seahorses, marlins and 
coral. “It must have taken months, 
at least,” noted Cyr. 

“Just because they’re so small, 
so intricate, stuffing it (is a chal-
lenge),” she said. “It took some 
yard and some pieces. A lot of care-
ful hand-stitching and details.”

Fairy garden judge January Stea-
rns said a mix of honesty and tact 
are important qualities for a garden-
ing judge.

“You want to encourage people 
to come back,” she said. “But you 
have to be diplomatic about it. You 
can’t give someone who spent no 
time (working on their product) a 
blue ribbon. It shouldn’t be in poor 
condition.”

Judging competitions takes skill and tact

CROCHETING JUDGE KAT Cyr is extremely impressed with the 
crochet-aquarium made by Shoreham resident Nicolee Terre in the 
2021 Home and Garden competitions. “Just because they’re so small, 
so intricate, stuffing it (is a challenge),” Cyr said. “It took some yard 
and some pieces. A lot of careful hand-stitching and details.”

Independent file photo/John Vaaler
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MIDDLEBURY AGWAY FARM & GARDEN
338 Exchange St., Middlebury, VT • 388-4937

Mon. - Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4 

 YOUR YARD, GARDEN and PET PLACE™ www.MiddleburyAgway.com

Open 7 days

                   30% OFF30% OFF
Shorts & Graphic Shorts & Graphic 

Tees  Men & WomenTees  Men & Women

Super Sale Super Sale 
on all Summer Carhartton all Summer Carhartt

In-stock items only. While supplies last. In-stock items only. While supplies last. 
Sale ends 8/21/22* Sale ends 8/21/22* 

30-40% OFF30-40% OFF
Select Select CARHARTTSCARHARTTS for  for 
Kids, Infants & ToddlersKids, Infants & Toddlers

New Fall
Styles Arriving Daily

SELF-SERVESELF-SERVE
Dog WashDog Wash

OPEN EVERY DAYOPEN EVERY DAY

Your

Headquarters

                   30% OFF30% OFF
All GlazedAll Glazed

Patio PotteryPatio Pottery
 while supplies last

Diamond Dog FoodDiamond Dog Food

$6 OFF $6 OFF 40 lbs Dry Food

A great selection of Jackets, A great selection of Jackets, 
Shirts, Pants, Coats, Bibs & more Shirts, Pants, Coats, Bibs & more 

for Men, Women & Kidsfor Men, Women & Kids

**

**

MUMSMUMS
are here!are here!

Equine Plates Equine Plates 
Engraved While You WaitEngraved While You Wait

Bridle, Halter, Saddle and Stable/Stall plates

Diamond Dog & Cat FoodDiamond Dog & Cat Food

$4 OFF $4 OFF 18-20lb Wholesomes RewardsWholesomes Rewards
BiscuitsBiscuits

$22.99$22.99
Reg. $37.99

Birdfeeders including Birdfeeders including 
Hummingbird feedersHummingbird feeders

20% OFF20% OFF
SelectSelect
BirdseedBirdseed

20% OFF20% OFF
DiamondDiamond

Dog & Cat FoodDog & Cat Food

$2 OFF$2 OFF
6lb

20lb box



We’ll be at the fair! Swing by our booth if you’ll be there too!

Thank you Addison County  for your continued support 
And for making us your preferred  solar and heat pump installation team.

802 . 453 . 2500
BristolElectronicsVT.com

Left to Right: Dave Cobb, Chris Blanchard, Stephen Cobb,
Shea Cravens, Kate Heffernan and Dino Guarnaccia.

When you’re ready for solar or heat pump
installation we are here for you!

In 1972, Dave Cobb started Bristol Electronics as a Main Street 
storefront. Today, Bristol Electronics is a four generation 

installation business celebrating 50 years!
storefront. Today, Bristol Electronics is a four generation 

installation business celebrating 50 years!

50th
 Anniversary

50th
Anniversary

Proud
ly cel

ebrating our

Proud
ly celebrating

our
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