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Big debut
Town Hall Theater’s Doug 
Anderson has written his first 
musical. See Arts + Leisure.

By the wayBy the way

Pool party
The Vergennes Swim Team took 
second in a big regional meet. See 
Sports, Page 1B.

Field Days!
See what’s on tap at the County 
Fair next week with the official 
program inside today’s paper.
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Train is in the station!

Train rolls into Middlebury to great fanfare

Amtrak makes historic stop in Ferrisburgh

HOPE stops textile 
and shoe recycling

Cornwall 
thinks green 
with solar on 
its town hall
Small project could 
pay big dividends

It’s decision time for 
Vermont voters

A dozen big primaries on Aug. 9 ballot

(See Ferrisburgh, Page 9A)
(See Cornwall, Page 8A)

By JOHN FLOWERS
CORNWALL — Cornwall’s 

142-year-old town hall could soon 
be capped with a 21st century 
crown of solar panels aimed at 
saving local taxpayers money while 
encouraging them to make similar 
investments in green energy.

The 19kW solar project, which 
has received a tentative nod from 
the town selectboard, involves 49 
solar panels, 35 destined for the 
south facing roof of the Cornwall 
town hall, and another 14 panels 
on a 30-feet-by-15-feet area on the 
south side of the building, as far 
away from Route 30 as possible. 
While not enormous in scope, the 
project, over time, is expected to 
substantially lower the property 
tax impact of powering Cornwall’s 
town hall and garage, while also 
showing citizens that municipal 
government is bullish on renewable 
energy.

The town spends roughly $5,000 

Heading out of Addison 
County on the expanded Ethan 
Allen Express? The folks at 
Tri-Valley Transit remind you 
of fare-free TVT buses that can 
drop you off in the morning 
at either the Middlebury or 
Vergennes-Ferrisburgh train 
depots by onboard request. Just 
ask your driver. You can ride the 
Middlebury Shuttle Bus/Marble 
Works neighborhood loop from 
the Academy Street bus shelter 
or Triangle Park stop to the 

By ANDY KIRKALDY
FERRISBURGH — Greeted 

by a crowd of about 100 train 
enthusiasts, curiosity seekers, local 
officials and residents happy to 
see rail service return to Addison 
County for the first time since 
1953 — and, yes, passengers — 
an Amtrak train pulled into the 
Ferrisburgh-Vergennes depot on 

Friday morning. 
The Ethan Allen Express train, 

which showed up just a few 
minutes after its scheduled 10:44 
a.m. arrival, was on its way from 
Burlington to New York City, with 
its next stop in Middlebury just 15 
minutes down the line. Amtrak will 
offer trips from Burlington to New 
York and vice versa, with stops 

between, on a regular basis.
For sure, some of the crowd 

might have been lured by free lu.lu 
ice cream and Douglas Sweets 
shortbread. But there was palpable 
excitement by the prospect of 
what is being called affordable rail 
service, and applause and waving 
hands greeted the train.

AMONG THE ROUGHLY 100 passengers, train enthusiasts, curiosity seekers and local officials 
and residents happy to see the return of rail service to Addison County on Friday, July 29, were 
Ferrisburgh Board Chair Jessica James, left, and Ferrisburgh Town Clerk/Assistant Treasurer Pam 
Cousino, a Vergennes resident. 

Independent photo/Andy Kirkaldy

(See Middlebury, Page 9A)

By KATIE FUTTERMAN
MIDDLEBURY — As 

the Amtrak train pulled into 
Middlebury’s new Seymour 
Street station at 11:15 a.m. on 
Friday, July 29, those walking 
down the steps from the train to 
the platform suddenly became 
local celebrities walking the 
red carpet, with people flashing 
cameras in their faces and 
asking, wide-eyed, “how was 
it?” 

Not much was different for 
those boarding the train, who 
pushed past the crowds with 
their bags, and turned and 
smiled for the cameras as they 
boarded. 

The Ethan Allen Express left 
Union Station in Burlington 
at around 10:30 a.m. bound 
for New York City. Around 11 
a.m. it made its first stop — at 
the revamped train depot at the 
Park and Ride parking lot off 
Route 22A on the Ferrisburgh-
Vergennes border where a small 
crowd had gathered.

The energy was high among 
the 200 people who waited 
at the train’s next stop in 
Middlebury near the northern 
entrance to the Marble Works. 
The last passenger train to stop 
in these parts was in 1953.

Amtrak has long offered 
passenger rail service from 
Rutland to Albany, N.Y., and 
then on to New York City, but 
when the decision was made 
to extend service to Burlington 
a lot of the track and right of 
way had to be upgraded. Some 
$117 million — $88 million in 
federal money and $29 million 
in Vermont money — was spent 
on upgrades.

The biggest chunk of the 
work was done in Middlebury, 
where a $77 million, four-year 
project turned downtown upside 
down as two temporary rail 
bridges were installed over the 
train tracks that stretched across 
Main Street and Merchants Row 
in 2017. Work continued on the 
tracks through the downtown 
for the next three years with 

the construction of a rail tunnel 
culminating in the closure of 
much of downtown for 10 weeks 
in the summer of 2020 as crews 
worked round-the-clock to get 
the tunnel completed and the 
roads reopened. 

A year later, the station was 
built across the track from the 
old rail station that was active in 
the 1950s but now is in private 
ownership.

So Friday was, to say the least, 
a historic moment. In fact, Eric 
McFerran, who attended the 
opening day celebration, said he 
was more excited for this train 
than the flying of the Concorde.

Emma Crockford, a rising 
senior at Middlebury College, 
was boarding the train to New 
York City to see some friends 
perform in a play. She made sure 
to wear her best romper for the 

occasion. 
But in riding the train, 

Crockford was actually among 
the minority of people at the 
station. 

There was a buzz and 
excitement from people who 
were just there to watch. A man 
walked by briskly, with a grin 
on his face, as he spoke into his 
cellphone: “It’s the first train to 

(See Donations, Page 10A)

(See Primary, Page 8A)

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — 

Helping Overcome 
Poverty’s Effects 
(HOPE) has stopped its 
long running practice of 
harvesting and bailing 
much of the county’s 
unwanted textiles and 
shoes for recycling 
and/or redistribution. 
It’s a move that could 
significantly add to the local waste 
stream and create issues for some 
of the area’s other clothing resale 
shops.

It was in 1999 that HOPE 
committed to a major in-house 
waste-diversion program as a 
condition of a Vermont Agency 
of Natural Resources grant that 
helped pay for construction of 

its 282 Boardman 
St., Middlebury, 
headquarters. Thus 
was born RetroWorks, 
a HOPE program that 
has trained many low-
income citizens to 
receive, process, repair 
and sell myriad items — 
ranging from clothing to 
appliances — dropped 
off by residents at the 

nonprofit’s headquarters or trucked 
in from other nearby locations.

The HOPE textile/shoes recycling 
program involved a massive influx 
of material that had to be triaged, 
with the quality items culled for 
the organization’s resale shop 
and the rest bailed for pickup by 
companies able to recycle textiles 

MONTROSS

See our Primary 
Election voter 

guide on Pages 
11A-20A

By JOHN FLOWERS
ADDISON COUNTY — 

Addison County residents will 
have plenty of reasons to come 
out to the polls on Tuesday, Aug. 
9, to cast ballots in a series of 
primary runoffs that will 
solidify the final field of 
candidates for a variety 
of county, statewide 
and federal positions 
that will ultimately be 
decided in the General 
Election this November.

And in two races, 
voting on Aug. 9 could 
become the final arbiter 
— for Addison County 
sheriff and the Addison-2 
House seat. Republicans 
Michael Elmore and 
Ron Holmes are seeking to 
replace embattled incumbent 
Sheriff Peter Newton, and there 
are no Democrats or declared 
independents awaiting the winner 
for a Nov. 8 showdown. The same 
scenario is true for the Addison-2 

House seat, where incumbent 
Rep. Peter Conlon, D-Cornwall, 
is opposed by Ripton Democrat 
Wendy Harlin of Ripton, with 
no GOP opponent waiting in the 
wings. The Addison-2 House 

district encompasses 
the communities of 
Cornwall, Goshen, 
Leicester, Ripton and 
Salisbury.

Here’s a brief 
rundown of the choices 
you’ll see on the Aug. 9 
ballots, starting with the 
local races:

• There’s a 
GOP primary for 
the Addison-5 
House district (Jon 
Christiano of New 

Haven versus Zachary Kent of 
Bridport) and a Democrat clash 
(Lincoln native Tim Lueders-
Dumont who currently resides 
in Montpelier, versus Eva Vekos 
of Middlebury) for Addison 

MARY O’BRIEN AND Mark Lucas of Starksboro present their tickets before boarding the Ethan Allen Express train in Middlebury this 
past Friday morning; they were celebrating their 44th wedding anniversary. This was the first passenger train in Addison County with 
service to New York City since 1953. The $77 million rail project that turned downtown Middlebury upside down the past five years made 
this trip possible.

Independent photo/Steve James
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By MARIN HOWELL 
LINCOLN — The excitement 

was palpable in Lincoln’s Burnham 
Hall last Thursday, at the town’s 
first Lincoln School District (LSD) 
informational meeting on July 28. 
More than 35 community members 
gathered in-person and on Zoom 
to hear what the town’s newly 
elected school board directors 
have accomplished and what work 
still lies ahead in forming a fully 
operational school district for 
Lincoln students by July of 2023. 

“We’re going to take you through 
a lot of rigmarole of how we’ve 
gotten here and what we need to 
do and where we’re still trying 
to get to, but the real heart of the 
matter is the (Lincoln Community) 
school is saved and it’s here for 
good,” Jennifer Oldham, advising 
school board chair for LSD, told 
community members at the recent 
gathering. 

The town of Lincoln has 
navigated relatively uncharted 
territory since December of 2020, 
when residents began thinking 
of ways to their local elementary 
school open amidst proposals 
within the Mount Abraham Unified 
School District (MAUSD) to 
repurpose the building. 

Since then, the town has formally 
withdrawn from MAUSD, gotten 
approval from the Vermont State 
Board of Education to form the 
Lincoln School District and elected 

the first three school board directors 
to serve the town: Oldham, Abby 
Reynolds and Paul Forlenza. 

That trio led the informational 
meeting, which highlighted 
the work board members have 
accomplished since their election 
(including putting together a draft 
budget for fiscal year 2024) and 
what goals the board is focused 
on meeting over the 
course of the next year. 
The goals listed in the 
presentation included: 

• N e g o t i a t i n g 
a financial exit 
agreement with the 
MAUSD and getting 
that pact approved by 
all the towns within 
MAUSD. 

• P r e p a r i n g 
for provision of 
supervisory union 
services to Lincoln students. 

• Securing funding for the 
transition period between now and 
becoming a fully operation district. 

• Developing Lincoln School 
District policies. 

Major points of conversation 
at the meeting centered around 
financial information about the 
district, Lincoln’s relationship with 
MAUSD and questions of what 
supervisory union the LSD will be 
assigned to.  
FINANCIAL INFORMATION 

Board members told the group 

they’ve been working with a 
former school district business 
manager and Lincoln resident 
Jeanne Albert — a former 
professor of mathematics at 
Castleton University and director 
of STEM and Quantitative Support 
at Middlebury College — to refine 
the district’s proposed FY24 
budget for the year starting July 1, 

2023. The board said 
there was no change in 
their calculations from 
an earlier analysis 
done by Lincoln’s 
Save Community 
Schools group, which 
predicted the tax rate 
could increase or 
decrease by one or 
two cents for Lincoln 
taxpayers in FY24. 

Based on their 
numbers, the board 

doesn’t anticipate a substantial 
change in tax rates for Lincoln 
residents from FY23 to FY24. 

Forlenza said the board is 
confident with the calculations, 
though there are always financial 
variables to take into consideration 
such as grand lists and the size of 
the state’s education fund. 

“This is not a guaranteed 
forecast, but it is absolutely the best 
we can do,” Forlenza said of the 
budget. “Jeanne and our consultant 
have spent an enormous amount of 
time on this, so I feel comfortable 

with what they’ve come up with.” 
Another important financial 

focus for the board is how to secure 
funding for the district during its 
transitional period between now 
and July 1, 2023. During this 
period, the district exists solely 
for the purpose of preparing to 
provide an education for Lincoln 
students and board members are 
working to figure out 
how to fund their work 
during this time, which 
will include costs like 
legal fees associated 
with negotiations and 
filling central office 
positions. 

“We’re looking at 
options to do this,” 
Forlenza said. “One 
might be a small tax 
assessment; one might 
be we borrow money and there are 
probably two or three other options 
for that but that is still being 
investigated.” 

Lincoln residents will vote on 
some of the board’s next steps 
in securing this funding at an 
upcoming Aug. 18 LSD meeting. 
STATUS WITH MAUSD 

Board members also clarified 
for Lincoln residents the district’s 
relationship with MAUSD, which 
has raised logistical questions for 
board members in both districts. 
Though Lincoln has officially 
withdrawn from MAUSD, the 

district will continue to educate 
Lincoln students until July 1, 2023. 
Lincoln will also continue to hold 
two seats on the MAUSD school 
board until next July, though one 
of these seats remains vacant. 

Despite its qausi-inclusion 
in the MAUSD, Lincoln won’t 
participate in the Aug. 9 vote to 
ratify Starksboro’s withdrawal 

from MAUSD or in 
the likely Nov. 8 vote 
on whether MAUSD 
should merge with the 
Addison Northwest 
School District. 
SUPERVISORY 
ASSIGNMENT 

LSD is also waiting 
on a supervisory 
union assignment 
from the Vermont 
State Board of 

Education. The state board is 
expected to make this assignment 
at its September meeting, and 
until then, board members 
said they don’t know which 
supervisory union they can plan 
on being a part of. Some of 
the possible supervisory union 
assignments include: 

• A Lincoln School District/
Supervisory Union in which the 
district provides supervisory 
services.

• A Mountain Supervisory 
Union with Ripton. 

• Joining an existing 

supervisory union such as the 
White River Valley Supervisory 
Union or the Lamoille South 
Supervisory Union. 

• Creating a new supervisory 
union with MAUSD (or the 
merged Addison North district 
of MAUSD and ANWSD if 
the merger proposal passes in 
November). 

Lincoln school board directors 
said they’re committed to 
increasing their community 
outreach, especially due to the 
role community support has 
played in the work of creating an 
operational school district thus 
far.

“We spoke within the trio 
about how incredibly important 
we see outreach and community 
engagement being for the Lincoln 
School District,” Reynolds said. 
“We know we are where we are 
now only through the massive 
effort of so many people in this 
town.” 

 The board will host additional 
LSD informational meetings on 
Aug. 14 at the United Church of 
Lincoln following the service and 
on Aug. 22 at the Lincoln Public 
Library. 

The LSD will also hold its first 
district meeting on Aug. 18 at 7 
p.m. At this meeting, community 
members will vote to expand the 
board to five members and vote in 
two new board members.  

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — A 

longtime, dedicated municipal 
employee has stepped forward 
to fill in as Middlebury town 
treasurer until that position is 
filled next March.

Beth Dow, who currently 
assists Town Manager Kathleen 
Ramsay and has served the 
community in several capacities 
during the past 50 years, has 
offered to temporarily assume 
the treasurer’s position that 

BETH DOW

Dow to step in as treasurer
Veteran official 
helps Middlebury

incumbent Jackie Sullivan 
vacated earlier this year due to 
health reasons.

The Middlebury selectboard 
put out an official call for an 
interim treasurer last month, 
soon after Sullivan had filed her 
resignation letter. Dow was the 
only person to file an application, 
and fortunately, she’s eminently 
qualified to fill the treasurer’s 
role. Her extensive resume 
includes stints in the town clerk, 
recreation, planning/zoning, 
assessing, town manager and 
listers’ offices.

The selectboard accepted 
Dow’s nomination at its July 

26 meeting and is expected to 
confirm her appointment when it 
next meets on Aug. 9.

Dow, 71, said last week that 
she’s merely stepping up to help 
the town in its time of need and 
has no intention of running for 
the post on Town Meeting Day 
2023.

Dow also serves as a town 
lister, and the Vermont League 
of Cities & Towns has issued 
an opinion that her serving 
concurrently as a lister and 
treasurer wouldn’t represent a 
conflict of interest.

John Flowers is at johnf@
addisonindependent.com.

Lincoln School District updates the town on work ahead 

“We know we 
are where we 
are now only 
through the 
massive effort 
of so many 
people in this 
town.” 
— Abby Reynolds

“The real heart 
of the matter 
is the (Lincoln 
Community) 
school is saved 
and it’s here 
for good.”

— Jennifer 
Oldham

By MARIN HOWELL 
ADDISON COUNTY — You 

may not head to next week’s 
Addison County Fair & Field 
Days expecting to find a way to 
save money on your energy bill, 
but representatives from local 
energy committees and programs 
are working to make sure you do. 

The Addison County Regional 
Planning Commission (ACRPC) 
is working with members of these 
entities to operate an info table 
at this year’s fair, which runs 
next Tuesday through Saturday 
at the county fairgrounds in 
New Haven. The focus will be 
speaking with Vermonters about 
how they can lead more energy 
efficient lives. 

Maddison Shropshire, energy 
planner at ACRPC, is coordinating 
this info table and said the 
station will offer information on 
energy efficiency-related topics 
such as electric vehicles and 
home weatherization, including 

rebates, financing and program 
recommendations.

 Fairgoers who stop by the table 
can ask and learn about the parts 
of energy efficiency that feel most 
applicable to their lives, as well 
as get help navigating resources 
about these practices. 

“There’s a huge list of rebates 
and a huge list of financing 
options that I think can be dense 
and confusing for people,” 
Shropshire said. “What I’m really 
pushing is getting in contact with 
the right person that can help 
you kind of get through all that 
information.” 

The table will be staffed 
by volunteers from energy 
committees in Bristol, 
Vergennes, Middlebury and 
other Addison County towns, 
as well as by representatives 
from energy programs like 
Efficiency Vermont and the 
Climate Economy Action Center 
of Addison County. Shropshire 

said putting a neighborly face to 
the task of energy conservation 
will hopefully make the work feel 
more approachable. 

“Having faces to put to this 
challenge that people face of ‘I 
want to be more efficient; I want 
to save money on my fuel bill 
this year, but I don’t know who 
to call or who to trust.’ I think 
being able to see people from 
your own community is going to 
be valuable and something that 
we’ve been missing for years,” 
Shropshire said. 

Those interested in stopping 
by the info table can find it in 
the Lucien D. Paquette Exhibit 
Building near the fair’s entrance. 
Shropshire said community 
members should look for 
ACRCP-related signs when 
seeking out the booth. Volunteers 
will be at the booth from noon-6 
p.m. each day of the fair, though 
informational materials will 
always be available at the table.  

Energy reps talk efficiency at Field Days

Bristol gets grant for Basin St. work 

(See Bristol, Page 3A)

By MARIN HOWELL 
BRISTOL — A $200,000 

Downtown Transportation Fund 
grant will enable the town of Bristol 
to make necessary streetscaping 
improvements to Basin Street. 
The funding will allow the town to 
address safety concerns regarding 
the street’s intersection with Main 
Street and upgrade the area’s storm 
drainage system to tackle chronic 
erosion issues, through a multi-
year project. 

Though the condition of the 
street has raised concerns for 
years, Town Administrator Valerie 
Capels said until now, the town 
hasn’t had the money needed to 
put toward the project.

“The various grant funds 

to support transportation 
improvements, designated 
downtowns, and stormwater 
improvements now bring the 
project within reach. The project 
has support from residents of the 
area, and we are all very happy to 
finally see the improvements on 
the horizon,” Capels said. 

Bristol was among 15 
Vermont towns to receive a 2022 
Downtown Transportation Fund 
grant. Each year, the state’s 
Department of Housing and 
Community Development funds 
public infrastructure projects 
through these grants to support the 
transportation systems essential to 
the health of Vermont’s downtowns 
and village centers. 

Bristol’s project will focus 
on improving Basin Street’s 
intersection with Main Street, 
which has long been the source of 
various safety and infrastructure-
related concerns. There are 
multiple plans to address these 
concerns through the project, 
which include: 

• Realigning the Basin Street/
Main Street intersection, adding 
enough length to the road to 
provide an area for a vehicle to 
land at the top of Basin Street 
before entering traffic on Main 
Street. 

• Replacing or rehabilitating the 
two retaining walls that support 
the first 200 feet of Basin Street. 
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Addison County’s Hometown Dealer

36 Boardman St., 
Middlebury VT 05753
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2149 Rt 7 South, 
Middlebury VT 05753
802-388-9961
stonecdjr.com

By WILLIAM REED
MIDDLEBURY — Long-time 

Middlebury College professor 
Michelle McCauley will step in as 
College Provost after Jeff Cason, 
who held the post, died suddenly on 
July 14 following a short battle with 
cancer. 

College President 
Laurie Patton said 
this week in an email 
to the community 
that McCauley had 
the “skill, energy, 
p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m , 
compassion, and the 
benefi t of experience” 
that she, the Senior 
Leadership Group and 
the Board of Trustees 
were looking for to fi ll 
the job. 

McCauley, a professor of 
psychology and director of 
the Kathryn Wasserman Davis 
Collaborative in Confl ict 
Transformation, agreed to serve as 
interim executive vice president and 
provost for Middlebury for the next 
18 months. 

“The loss of Jeff Cason was really 
a shock to our community and 
everyone who had the opportunity 
to know him is grieving,” McCauley 
told the Independent. “We are really 
fortunate that Jeff was an amazing 
leader, and that he left us really well 
positioned to move forward. Right 
now, continuity and listening are 
our main goals.”

McCauley said she wants to 
continue to provide exceptional 

educational experiences during her 
tenure as provost. 

She also spoke of her past 
experiences as both an educator 
and participator in many different 
initiatives across Middlebury 
College. 

“My training in 
applied psychology 
is useful insofar as 
a lot of my work is 
on decision making 
and organizational 
psychology, or, how 
psychology comes 
into the workplace,” 
she said. 

McCauley has been 
at Middlebury since 
1995, and over that 
time she has worked 
on many different 

strategic initiatives and has been 
a part of many major committees 
across different entities of the 
college, which will undoubtedly 
prove to be helpful in her knowledge 
surrounding the college’s needs. 

As interim executive vice 
president and provost, McCauley 
will oversee the Offi ce of the Provost 
and all academic programs at 
Middlebury, including Middlebury 
College, the Middlebury Institute of 
International Studies at Monterey, 
C.V. Starr Schools Abroad, 
Language Schools, Bread Loaf 
School of English, Bread Loaf 
Writers’ Conferences and School of 
the Environment.

McCauley said she feels honored 
to be able to comprehensively help 

with the work of the Provost’s 
Offi ce and view things from a level 
that creates connections among 
the many different aspects of the 
college. 

But she, along with many others, 
is still grieving.

“This is a transition that everyone 
wishes wouldn’t have had to be 
made,” she told the Independent. 
“Right now, we’re really just 
focused on moving forward.”

She continued, “The next several 
weeks, we’re going to see that 
continuity in moving forward. We’re 
going to have students graduating, 
we’ll have commencements, we’ll 
have convocations, we’ll have 
people moving off campus from the 
Summer Language Programs and 
the Breadloaf School of English. 
And we’ll have people moving on 
campus soon.”

Middlebury College faculty 
and staff members told Patton that 
McCauley is a profi cient and skilled 
leader.

George Lee, chair of the Board 
of Trustees, said McCauley’s 
“insights, her collegiality, and 
her curiosity about all aspects of 
Middlebury have deeply impressed 
me. I and other members of the 
board are greatly looking forward 
to working with her.”

Carlos Vélez-Blasini, dean 
of international programs and a 
professor of psychology, described 
McCauley’s commitment and 
discipline as “a model to follow” 
and said that “she’ll bring that 

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Some of 

Kevin Archambeault’s fondest 
memories are of the old-fashioned 
diner his grandma owned in 
Grafton, N.Y., during the 1980s 
and ‘90s. The place would really 
pack ‘em in.

“I grew up with that, and always 
had an appreciation for it,” he said.

Now all grown up with a family 
of his own, Archambeault is poised 
to helm his own culinary enterprise, 
called ShireTown Marketplace, in 
the former Ales Family Restaurant 
spot at 54 College St.

“It’s extremely exciting,” 
Archambeault said while taking a 
breather from fi xing up a space that 
will soon serve up hearty, creative 
and satisfying fare for breakfast 
and lunch, fi ve days a week.

ShireTown will include a market 
boasting locally produced food and 
beverages, along with — drum 
roll, please — a return of creemees, 
which have been sorely missed in 
downtown Middlebury during this 
hot-and-humid summer.

Kevin, his wife Dani and their 
two children moved from California 
to Cornwall in 2018. But it was 
somewhat of a homecoming for 
Kevin, because he was raised about 
90 minutes way from Middlebury, 
in Greenwich, N.Y. He’d left 
the Empire State for 15 years of 
California dreaming, where he 
got married, started a family and 
settled in the wine country of Paso 
Robles.

There, Kevin managed a couple 
of wine tasting rooms and created 
a barbecue catering business for 
Derby Wine Estates in downtown 
Paso, during which he refi ned his 
cooking skills.

It was a nice life. But as the 
couple’s two children started to get 
older, the Archambeaults felt a pull 
to the East Coast and a simpler, 
small-town experience.

“We made that conscious 
choice to start exploring Vermont; 
upstate New York, where I 
grew up, there wasn’t much 
economic development,” Kevin 
Archambeault explained. “We 
were both involved in the craft 
food and craft beverage business, 
so (Vermont) made a lot of sense.”

And the Middlebury area quickly 
rose to the top of their list, given 
its emergence as a hub for craft 
beer, wine and spirits — not to 
mention fantastic dairy. Otter 
Creek Brewing, Drop-In Brewing, 
Vermont Hard Cider, Lincoln 
Peak Vineyard and Appalachian 
Gap Distillery are but a few of the 
beverage draws in and near the 
county’s shire town.

“Middlebury became sort of 
the shining star” that the couple 
followed East, Archambeault said.

And fortunately, both husband 
and wife found jobs in the local 
beverage industry — he, as manager 
of Otter Creek Brewing’s pub, 
and she with nationally renowned 
WhistlePig Rye Whiskey, where 
Dani will continue to work fulltime.

McCauley takes reins as interim provost 

MCCAULEY

ShireTown 
to serve up 
fun food in 
Middlebury
Creemees will also 
make a comeback

KEVIN ARCHAMBEAULT IS looking forward to opening ShireTown 
Marketplace in the former Ales Family Restaurant space at 54 College 
St. Look for a diverse menu of salads, sandwiches, breakfast burritos 
and a return of the creemee machine.

Independent photo/John Flowers

Kevin has enjoyed working for 
others, but has long aspired to run 
his own business, where he could 
have the freedom to plan and 
execute his own breakfast/lunch 
offerings.

He thought that opportunity had 
arrived in early 2020, when he 
noticed the former Sparkling home 
at 56 College St. — ironically, 
right next to ShireTown’s eventual 
home —was vacant. But just 
when the Archambeaults and 
landlord Jihad Sater began to 
discuss lease terms, the COVID-19 
pandemic descended 
upon the county. It 
certainly wasn’t a 
good time to launch a 
new enterprise, so the 
Archambeaults paused 
their entrepreneurial 
effort.

Until early this year. 
They kicked the tires on 
a number of storefront 
options — until they 
learned that Ales Family 
Restaurant venture at 54 
College St. had closed 
after a short run.

“Everything pointed 
back to this building,” 
Archambeault said.

The couple worked out a lease 
with Sater and his wife Gina 
Carrara, and Kevin has been 
spending many hours since late 
June getting the space ready for 
ShireTown Marketplace, which 
will open in two phases. Phase one 
will involve resurrection of the 
wildly popular creemee window 
(in around two weeks), and Kevin 
hopes to debut ShireTown’s 
restaurant and market at the end of 
this month.

Former regulars of Lyon’s 
Place, Baba’s, Blue Hen, Sama’s, 
Shafer’s or other past tenants of 54 
College St. will be impressed with 
what Archambeault is doing to the 
space. He’s done extensive work 
on the fl ooring and will install new 
seating and kitchen equipment. 
The copper-domed, wood-fi red 
brick oven will remain, with pizza 
and fl atbread to become part of a 
rotating, seasonal breakfast and 
lunch menu at ShireTown.

Archambeault will put his BBQ 
and open-fl ame (aka Santa Maria 
style) grilling skills to use for 
various pork, chicken and beef 
dishes — including a tri-tip (steak) 
sandwich that he believes will 
become a customer favorite.

ShireTown will place an emphasis 
— at least in the beginning — 
on keeping things simple. That’s 

a refl ection of the current labor 
market and the fact that lots of folks 
have short breakfast or lunch times, 
so they want their food fast, fresh 
and tasty.

“We believe it’s important 
to simplify your menu so you 
can execute food quickly, even 
with short staff, and be able to 
meet the needs of the patrons,” 
Archambeault said.

He’s still working on the breakfast 
and lunch menus, but said patrons 
can expects such things as brisket, 
fi sh tacos, huevos rancheros, fried 

chicken, breakfast 
burritos, sausage and 
biscuits and an array 
of sandwiches using 
house-smoked meats.

Proteins will be the 
star of the show, though 
Archambeault will keep 
a separate fl attop grill 
for vegetarian dishes. 
He’ll make his own 
dry rubs and sauces 
(including BBQ and 
ranchero) that will be for 
sale in a market that will 
also feature a variety of 
quality local cheeses, 
breads and craft beers, 
wines and ciders. Didn’t 

get to the restaurant counter in time 
to order a sandwich? Archambeault 
plans to stock the market with 
premade options. The couple is 
talking to local producers about 
carrying their farm-raised beef, 
chicken and pork at the market.

Archambeault promised seating 
for 32-40 people, with most of it 
distributed around the periphery of 
the space. Sturdy picnic tables will 
be placed outside, and folks will 
also have the option of noshing in 
the park across the street.

Plans call for the restaurant to be 
open Tuesday through Saturday, 7 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. The marketplace 
will open at 7 a.m. and stay open 
until 6 p.m. Archambeault said 
additional days and hours could 
be added depending on staffi ng 
and demand. He’s developing a 
website and is recruiting staff.

Given the storefront’s history 
and its strategic location at the 
nexus of the downtown and 
Middlebury College campus, 
the Archambeaults feel a big 
responsibility.

“Everyone has had fond 
memories of this having been 
a community space, a place for 
people to hang out, get some good 
food and meet up with friends and 
neighbors,” Archambeault said.

“We want to do this right.”

“We believe 
it’s important 
to simplify 
your menu 
so you can 
execute food 
quickly, even 
with short 
staff, and be 
able to meet 
the needs of 
the patrons.”

— Kevin 
Archambeault

Bristol
(Continued from Page 2A)

(See McCauley, Page 7A)

• Reconstructing the streetscape 
and storm drain system to address 
erosion issues. 

• Replacing approximately 170 
feet of sidewalk and 300 feet of 
guardrail to improve pedestrian 
access and safety. 
SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS 

Much of the project will address 
safety concerns regarding the 
Basin Street intersection. The top 
of Basin Street is a 20% slope, 
which makes it diffi cult for drivers 
to easily enter and exit the street. 
Easy access to Basin Street is 
particularly important as the road 
provides the only vehicular entry 
to the septic fi eld that serves all 
of Bristol’s downtown buildings. 
The town also uses a structure near 
the septic fi eld to store important 
equipment for the maintenance of 
the town’s water system, making 
it important for water and sewer 
system operators to have a safe and 
easy way to access this area. 

Bristol plans to realign the 
intersection of Basin and Main 
streets 30 feet to the west of its 
existing location. This realignment 
will “add enough length to the road 
to provide a car length’s landing at 
its intersection,” according to the 
town’s Downtown Transportation 
Fund grant application. That way, a 
vehicle has more room to come to a 
full stop at the top of the street before 
entering traffi c on Main Street. 

The project will also target 
pedestrian safety by replacing 
170 feet of sidewalk and 300 feet 
guardrail on Main Street. Back in 
2020, the sidewalks on Main and 
East streets were angled to match 
Basin Street’s slope, intensifying 
accessibility issues at the top of the 
street. 

COMBATTING EROSION 
The project will improve the 

steep wooded slope between Basin 
and Main streets, making specifi c 
upgrades to the area’s storm drain 
system. A preliminary engineering 
report of the area conducted in 
2020 found that Basin Street’s 
slope “combined with inadequate 
surface and ground water drainage 
control has resulted in reoccurring 
erosion and sloughing of the 
slope.” As a result, the town of 
Bristol has had to make routine 
repairs to the Main Street roadway 
shoulder, sidewalk and guardrail 
along the slope. 

The town plans to stabilize this 
slope area and make improvements 
to the area’s storm drain system 
to lessen issues of erosion and 
excessive repairs. Bristol also 
plans to coordinate this project 
and their work with the state’s 
Clean Water Initiative Program, 
in order to identify and implement 
best management practices 
(like installing a drywell or 
checking dams) to further address 
stormwater management concerns. 
COVERING COSTS 

The entire project is estimated 
to cost $700,700, though Capels 
said the bid process may result in 
lower estimates for the project. 
In addition to the $200,000 grant, 
the town also received $26,000 
in Clean Water funds from the 
Downtown Transportation Fund 
and $300,000 in federal funds 
from the VTran’s Transportation 
Alternatives Program to put toward 
the project. 

Remaining costs could be 
covered in part by the town’s 
Capital Roads Reserves Fund 
and the Sidewalks Reserves 
Fund. Capels also said the town 

might seek out grant funds from 
additional sources. 

Construction for the project is 
expected to begin in June of 2024 
and wrap up in the fall of that year. 
In the meantime, the town will 
continue investigating, planning 
and designing for the project. The 
town also plans to hire a municipal 
project manager to oversee the 
work. 

Despite the long road ahead, 
Basin Street resident Krista Siringo 
said she is happy to see the town 
progressing on plans to improve 
the street. A resident of the street 
for almost 16 years, Siringo said 
she and her family have struggled 
over the years with getting on and 
off their street due to the steep, 
sloped entrance. 

“We’ve had to get 4-wheel 
drive and even then, we’ve had 
challenges getting out in the winter. 
And in the spring and summer, 
perhaps even more so, because the 
growth of the foliage on either side 
of the street makes visibility really 
hard,” Siringo said. 

Accessibility has also been 
a concern for Siringo, whose 
daughter uses a wheelchair and 
walker and has had diffi culty 
safely traveling on the street due 
to its steepness. Siringo said she’s 
glad the town now has the funding 
to move forward with addressing 
these concerns. 

“I am really grateful they were 
able to get the grant money to make 
this happen,” Siringo said. “We’re 
in this great walkable village and 
it’s just really hard to access that 
from Basin Street. I think we’re 
just excited to see something 
getting underway.” 

Marin Howell is at marinh@
addisonindependent.com. 
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As we approach Addison 
County Farm and Field days, I 
would like to remind organizers 
that quite a few people I have 
spoken with were so incensed 
by the “TRUMP 2024” message 
on the video screen at the top 
of the midway that they will no 
longer attend the fair. There is no 
place for politics in our annual 
celebration of the people and 
economy of our beautiful county. 

Richard Winslow
Cornwall

Holmes should 
be new sheriff

I am writing to endorse Ron 
Holmes, the best candidate for 
Sheriff of Addison County. Ron 
places the importance of good 
citizenship over showmanship! 
Ron has several years of 
experience in law enforcement and 
is honest, ethical, and makes good 
judgment in assessing situations 
that need a quick response. Ron 
has a great desire to keep the 
community safe for students and 
seniors, and all those who fall in 
between.

Raised in Addison County, 
Holmes, is at home in this position 
of Sheriff. He knows the people, 
he knows the problems, and he 
knows the probability of good 
deeds vs. bad deeds. If something 
doesn’t feel right, it usually isn’t. 
Crime can happen at any level 
of society, and no one is above 
the law. Holmes will work well 
with law enforcement agencies 
from other towns to ensure that 
community members are safe and 
that issues are addressed.

Don’t get persuaded by 
balloons, T- Shirts, buttons or 
bumper stickers. Choose substance 
and sensibility over marketing 
and media. Experience speaks 
volumes.

Holmes is the home Candidate!
James Peck

Salisbury

Starksboro info 
was misleading

Superintendent Reen continues 
to mislead and scare MAUSD 
voters.

In the July 28 Addison 
Independent article, “Voters weigh 
the cost of Starksboro’s exit,” a 
quote attributed to Reen mentions 
only tax impacts if Starksboro 
withdraws from the district, but 
neglects to mention tax impacts if 
Starksboro doesn’t withdraw. In 
short: the impacts are nearly the 
same either way. 

Independent fi nancial analysis 
indicates that the education tax 
rate in FY24 for MAUSD is 
estimated to increase over FY23 
under either scenario: 4.3% if 
Starksboro remains in the district 
and 5.7% if it is out of the district.

Moreover, this very small 
difference (1.4%) translates to just 
$20 in additional tax per $100K 
of assessed property value — 
which, after income-sensitivity 
adjustments are applied, will be 
reduced or eliminated for roughly 
2/3 of families.

Voters should have accurate 
fi nancial information to inform 
their vote, not one-sided and 
misleading scare tactics. Visit 
Starksboro Save Our Schools 
to learn more at tinyurl.com/
Starksboro-SOS.

Jeanne Albert
Lincoln

Conlon has 
earned trust

I trust Peter Conlon. I know 
him to be a person of integrity and 
concern for others in his personal, 
professional and political lives. 

He appreciates small 
community schools: his three 
kids went to one. His six years 
in the legislature provide him 
with a keen understanding of the 
challenge of funding our schools. 

For me, his experience removes 
some of the emotion from the 
issue. I have confi dence in his 
judgment and character and will 
vote for him.

Karl Lindholm
Cornwall

College is held on a pedestal. Next year, that pedestal 
will be raised even higher, with Middlebury College’s 
annual tuition and fees surpassing $80,000. I am left 
wondering: is it really worth it? 

My friends and I encourage each other to have fun at 
college. 

“What are you going to remember 
most in college, that one test or the 
time spent with your friends?” 

At fi rst glance, you might just 
think my friends and I are slacking 
off and that we are bad infl uences 
on each other. And sure, that might 
be true in some ways. But that’s not 
the point of this column. How many 
times have you heard that college 
is the best four years of a person’s life? And so, we 
reassure each other that it’s OK to forget about an essay 
every once in a while to go on a hike. 

But each year, the cost of that hike, well, hikes up. 
Maybe when you factor in skiing, $80,000 is worth it … 
for some, of course, but certainly not for all. The idea of 
a four-year college is built for the upper class, and yet 
pushed on everyone. 

In the United States, education, and four-year college, 
in particular, is viewed as a key mechanism for social 
mobility. By no means do I wish to discount the many 
people who have used it for such. However, in many 
ways, the sacrifi ces people have to make to send children 
to college, and the loans that pile up that have to be paid 
afterwards, actually serve to reinforce existing social 
hierarchies. Moreover, many students who made such 
sacrifi ces to get there struggle from a lack of support 
once they get to college. Thus, it can’t possibly be the 

best investment. 
I don’t know much about economics, but through the 

basic laws of supply and demand, it seems to me that 
there is just too much demand for college. They can 
charge whatever they want. In fact, Middlebury didn’t 

even announce the hike in tuition to 
its students, only letting the parents 
kow through a meager email. The 
Campus, Middlebury’s student 
newspaper, wrote an editorial 
critiquing this move, while asking 
for increased transparency. But the 
fact is, it doesn’t matter. This tuition 
raise was not unique to this year, or 
to Middlebury. College tuition will 
continue to increase, and people 

will continue to pay. Right now, a college degree is 
essential in our economy. Yet, tons of students graduate 
from college unable to get a job. Essentially, you can’t 
win without it, and for too many, they can’t win with it. 

We are no stranger to political debates about 
increased government spending on higher education 
and loan forgiveness. These are all well and good, but 
we need more. These debates still center college as the 
only solution. I am here to tell you that it isn’t, and it is 
dangerous to view it as such. 

One place to start, which I have begun to hear seeds 
of political discussion about, is increased investment 
in vocational or trade schools. For instance, in Becca 
Balint’s interview with the Independent, she said, “I 
think (college) is the right path for many people, but it’s 
not the path for all. The jobs are there; the last time I 
checked there were 20,000 open jobs in Vermont right 

Clippings
By Katie

Futterman

Around
the

bend
By Jessie Raymond

Summer’s not over yet, but I’ve conducted a 
preliminary assessment of my 2022 No-Garden Plan, and 
here are my fi ndings: I’m an idiot.

A couple of months ago I announced, right on this 
page, that I was going to skip the vegetable garden this 
year. I’d use the time to take up a new hobby like, I don’t 
know, dusting.

I’ve always stunk at gardening. I drive by other people’s 
houses and marvel at the neatly 
fenced plots in their side yards. Their 
rows are tidy. Their squash vines 
aren’t choking out their tomatoes. 
Their water hoses are coiled just so.

By midsummer, my gardens look 
like the aftermath of a bitter battle 
between man and nature in which 
nature has prevailed.

I looked forward to a summer that 
wasn’t all about dirt — putting things 
in it, pulling things out of it, getting 
it wet, scraping it out from under my nails. But in these 
weeks without a garden, I discovered something: I miss 
dirt. 

And dirt is only part of it. When I said I didn’t want to 
grow any vegetables this year, I failed to anticipate the 
upshot; namely, I don’t have any vegetables. It’s almost 
as if the expression “You reap what you sow” can be 
interpreted literally. And now I’m stuck eating produce, 
grown by strangers, that I have to pay for. 

Every time I bite into a juicy, locally grown cherry 

tomato, I hear a cash register “cha-ching” sound and taste 
umami tinged with notes of self-recrimination. Instead 
of appreciating the bounty of a garden I invariably 
overplanted and then neglected, I used to whine about 
having too much free produce on my hands. 

Why, oh why, didn’t I plant a garden?
I know why. I thought it would free up all sorts of time. 

Somehow, I forgot my default setting: too busy. I live by a 
self-imposed to-do list, and no matter 
how many or how few items are on 
it, they expand to take up 20 percent 
more time than I have available, 

Even without a garden, on the 
summer solstice this year I jumped 
out of bed in a fi ghting stance, crying, 
“Only 15 hours and 36 minutes of 
daylight? Why, that’s not enough to 
get everything done!” 

But summer isn’t over yet. So 
last weekend, I decided to plant 

vegetables after all. I couldn’t reclaim the large main 
beds, which have basically reverted to pasture. (Let’s 
say they are “lying fallow,” with a cover crop of Queen 
Anne’s lace and thistle.)

That didn’t stop me, however, from attacking my 
raised beds. I dug out burdocks, dandelions and grass by 
the fi stful and tilled in some decadent-looking soil from 
under the old manure pile. Ah, sweet, sweet dirt.

With soil fl ying, I planted late summer veggies like 

Happy passengers
AROUND 200 PEOPLE awaited the arrival of the fi rst Ethan Allen Express passenger train at the 

downtown Middlebury rail platform on Friday. Among them were Nyna Cole of Weybridge, right, 
and her long-time summer camp friend Ashley Rodgers, who lives in Southern New England.

Independent photo/Steve James

During the past couple of months, Vermonters have endured 
a tsunami of political ads jamming mailboxes with single-sheet 
pamphlets, fl ooding airwaves on TV and commercial radio, and 
popping up on social media ad nauseam. 

It’s a distasteful shock to many Vermonters. Vermont has largely been 
spared from the fl ood of outside political advertising because we’re 
small, and our liberal bent hasn’t drawn the interest of a lot of special 
interest money. That changed this year as national political action 
committees jumped into the congressional race among four candidates 
in the Democratic Primary. Several national PACs supporting the gay-
rights and LBGTQ agenda have pumped hundreds of thousands of 
dollars in support of Becca Balint, who, if she wins, will be the fi rst 
female congresswoman to represent Vermont, and also the fi rst openly 
gay candidate to represent Vermont at the national level. Because of that 
single fact, her campaign is likely to receive just shy of a million dollars 
from various PACS pushing that cause.

What makes it such an issue is the amount of money that has poured 
into the race. As a comparison, in the General Election race for Lt. 
Governor two years ago, Lt. Gov. Molly Gray received $70,000 from 
a PAC in her race against Republican Scott Milne, who also received 
$200,000 from PACs in his effort to defeat Gray.

Balint’s campaign will likely exceed Milne’s PAC funding by as 
much as fi ve times, and more than 10 times what Gray received in 2020. 
The support has been a game-changer for Balint.

The question, however, isn’t how to reign in candidates who solicit 
such funding, or tacitly accept it, but whether our primary electoral 
system in Vermont is up to the challenge of holding elections that aren’t 
captive to special interests. 

In this particular case, when one cause (the LBGTQ agenda) can 
overwhelm a primary race with funding, how can Vermonters be sure 
that cause represents what a majority of Vermonters believe? And will 
such money continue to drive candidates in primaries further to the 
extremes in pursuit of special interest support?

Furthermore, because of Vermont’s current politics, the winner of the 
Democratic primary for Vermont’s lone congressional seat is almost 
assured to be the winner in the General Election this November — 
denying a majority of Vermonters, who won’t vote in next Tuesday’s 
Democratic primary, a say in who they elect to Congress.

Some Democrats might look at Balint’s PAC funding, shrug their 
shoulders and say, hey, at least it’s from a cause that’s for equitable 
rights, so it’s OK. But what if the oil and gas industry, or the gun 
industry, backed a candidate with a million bucks in funding (which is 
not a lot on a national scale), wouldn’t Vermonters want to fi nd a way to 
neutralize such spending?

Fifteen states have found a partial solution — the Open Primary. 
States as varied as Alabama, Alaska, Hawaii, Michigan, Montana and 
Texas all require primaries to be open to all voters with the top four — 
or top two in California’s and Washington’s case —candidates moving 
on to the General Election. This ensures voters will determine the 
candidate most preferred by the greatest numbers of voters in the state, 
not just voters of one party.

In Alaska, they tout the “Open, Pick 1 Primary” as a way to ensure 
“that every Alaska voter has the right to have their voice heard — 
regardless of their political affi liation.” The process is simple: all voters 
get a single ballot with all candidates from all parties. The top four 
vote-getters advance to the General Election.

“Political parties still have the right to endorse candidates and show 
their support to the candidates they feel best embody their platform,” 
explains the group Alaskans for Better Elections, “they just no longer 
get to use taxpayer-funded, restrictive primaries to limit who can vote 
on candidates in the primary.”

As Vermont falls prey to the ills of too much national political action 
money, it’s an election reform that might serve the state well. We’re 
not suggesting that Balint’s views don’t adequately refl ect a majority of 
Vermonters nor that her policies are out of step with most Vermonters, 
but if her campaign is a fi rst for other milestones, it may also serve as a 
red fl ag for what could go wrong if the current system runs astray.

Angelo Lynn

By Carolyn Dwyer, a 25-year veteran of local and national Democratic 
politics who managed campaigns for Sen. Leahy and Rep. Welch.

Sen. Leahy’s announcement that he would not seek re-election upended 
the Vermont political landscape and with it Vermonters face a signifi cant 
change in leadership. As voters head to the polls it is worth refl ecting on 
the role of our federal delegation and the changes we can expect.

Much attention has been given to the effectiveness with which Sen. 
Leahy has advocated for Vermont, particularly delivering federal 
appropriations. There is no question his seniority and the relationships 
that come with it have had a transformational impact in communities in 
every corner of Vermont. The newly elected members of the delegation, 
along with Sen. Sanders, will need to rely on their experience working 
in Congress, their relationships and their ability to forge compromise in 
order to lessen the impact of Sen. Leahy’s departure from the Chair of 
Appropriations.

The new members of the delegation face the real possibility of 
Republican control of both the U.S. House and the Senate. The best-case 

Guest editorial
Role of Vt’s federal delegation

(See Dwyer commentary, Page 8A)
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now.”
It’s true, it’s not the path for 

all. And it shouldn’t need to be. 
But right now, it is being seen as 
a universal fi x. In elite circles, in 
particular, college is not an option. 
It’s a must. 

A 2017 CNBC article cites 
research that the amount of 
vocational training available 
relative to the size of a country’s 
manufacturing sector may reduce 
income inequality and improve the 
fortunes of workers earning below 
the top 10 percent of household 
incomes. 

An article in the University 
of Virginia student newspaper 
Cavalier Daily says the younger 
generation isn’t interested in trade 
school.  But trade school is a better 
investment. According to the article, 
the total tuition of trade school is 
reasonable at around $33,000, and 
the jobs’ starting pay ranges from 
$50,000 to $90,000.

Another key area is two-year, or 
community, colleges. An article in 
Inside Higher Ed argues that the 
return on investment in community 
colleges is particularly high. The 
average annual tuition cost is just 
$3,400. Yet, between 2008 and 
2018, state resources for public 
colleges declined by 16%. Federal 
fi nancial aid benefi ts institutions 
with higher tuition prices more. In 
2015, researchers at the American 
Institutes for Research found that 
the public subsidy per full-time 
student at private institutions is 
eight times larger than at public 
colleges and universities. 

The article also states that 
researchers at Harvard University 
and the University of California, 
Berkeley found that public support 
had a big effect on completion rates 
at two-year public colleges. A 10% 
increase in institutional funding led 
to a 14.5% increase in degree and 
certifi cate completion at two-year 
colleges.

I am aware of the awkwardness, 
and irony even, of me writing 

this article as I enter my junior 
year at an elite college. And trust 
me, I really do love college. As I 
major in history, I also take a wide 
range of courses, from “Africa 
and Anthropology” to “Inequality 
and the American Dream.” These 
classes, however, are certainly 
not going to get me a job. I am 
privileged in the cushion I have to 
fall back on. I can afford to aspire to 
be a journalist. But most jobs need 
training that is largely unrelated to 
the social theories we learn at our 
fancy liberal arts colleges. Worse 
yet, at a school like Middlebury 
that prides itself in being “crunchy,” 
some of us scoff at those who 
choose one of the more “practical” 
majors, like, say, economics.

I admit, I have been guilty of said 
scoff. But for those students who 
have thousands of dollars in loans 

waiting for them, college is not 
a time to explore, it’s a matter of 
practicality. But four-year college 
itself might not be the most practical 
option. 

I am not advocating that no one 
attend college. Four-year colleges 
hold an immense amount of value. 
Instead, I am arguing that we knock 
these colleges off their pedestal, at 
least a little bit. We need a change 
in public opinion that reduces the 
stigma around choosing a different 
path. Of course, I can’t achieve 
that by writing this. Public opinion 
changes also necessitate policy 
changes. The fi rst step, though, is 
for us all to take a step back, and 
think a little bit more critically 
about the value of colleges. 

Katie Futterman is a Middlebury 
College student and a summer 
intern at the Addison Independent.

Clippings
(Continued from Page 4A)

broccoli, kale, lettuce and snap peas. 
I contemplated putting in tomatoes 
but didn’t, concluding that growing 
conditions here will, alas, likely 
be less than Mediterranean by 
Halloween.

Sunday afternoon, I was writhing 
around on the lawn with the garden 
hose, cursing the Boy Scout who 
had snuck onto our property and 
used it for clove hitch practice, when 
I heard a loud and, some would 
say, triumphant laugh. It was my 
neighbor.

“I thought you said you weren’t 
putting in a garden this year,” she 
said with a grin.

Extricating my left leg from an 
expertly rendered double overhand 
knot, I told her that although I had 
made a public declaration to that 
effect, I hadn’t signed a binding 
contract.

But I did concede that I had made 
a mistake and was going to do my 
best to rectify it in what remained of 
the growing season. 

“I knew you’d cave,” she said. 
(She did not actually say this. I 

merely inferred it from the way she 
chuckled and shook her head as she 
returned to her yard.)

After many hours of work, I 
limped back to the house, leaving 
my customary trail of gardening 
implements behind me. I was tired 
and sweaty, with blisters on my 
palms and dirt under my nails. 

It felt fantastic.
I may not be good at gardening, 

but I’m overjoyed to get back into it. 
Dusting, it turns out, is not my thing.

Jessie
(Continued from Page 4A)

Letters to the Editor
It’s time to elect Harlin to Addison-2 House seat

I recently had the privilege of 
having a nice long conversation 
with Wendy Harlin in my back 
yard. She is running for the Vermont 
House Addison-2 seat representing 
my hometown of Cornwall along 
with Goshen, Leicester, Ripton and 
Salisbury. She is the challenger in 
this year’s Democratic primary race, 
which will be decided on Tuesday, 
August 9th. Upon exploring both 
candidates’ campaign sites and 
knowing Peter Conlon’s recent 
history on the ACSD school board, 
much of it as the chair, I confi rmed 
my initial feeling that Wendy is the 
person for the job moving forward.

While both candidates agree on 
most issues, there is one where 
their paths diverge greatly. The 
incumbent is poised to take a 
strong leadership role in the House 
Committee on Education and 
continues to strongly support Act 46 
school/district consolidation efforts. 
He has also pushed for several 
of our smaller ACSD schools to 
someday be closed as part of these 
efforts.

On the other hand, Wendy 
realizes that these schools are an 
important, integral part of the fabric 
that makes our communities, locally 
on up through the state level, so 
viable and connected. Her goal 

is to provide a safe and equitable 
education system in our state that 
supports pre-K through grade 12 
and beyond while better balancing 
how we pay for said education. She 
wants to better include teachers and 
parents in conversations about how 
best to address “current education 
challenges” and better support both 
educators and students. She feels 
this can be done while “helping 
our small, rural towns impacted by 
school consolidations under Act 46, 
to maintain the autonomy of their 
local schools (should they choose 
to) while striving for equitable 
school funding.” 

She also wants to improve access 
to alternative education options 
like dual enrollment, vocational 
training, and work-study options 
that train students for the workforce 
in well-paying careers with current 
and future high growth demand, 
while also fi nding ways to provide 
affordable options for in-state 
college education.

I have previously gone on the 
record as being somewhere between 
these two views. However, I feel 
Wendy’s is the more viable vision 
for our future and keeping small 
communities relevant. There may 
need to be some very creative 
thinking and I suspect not all 

schools will survive, but Wendy will 
work to minimize such losses. 

I cannot confer with them, but 
I believe my parents moved to 
Vermont about 45 years ago to start 
a family after spending their whole 
lives in city settings because of the 
slower and more relaxed setting 
that much of our state continues 
to provide. Wendy seems to be of 
the same ilk. I worry that will be 
irreparably changed if we don’t 
fi nd a way to better run and support 
our schools than the path we are 
currently on.

For these reasons, in addition 
to all of her other views, I intend 
to vote for Wendy in this primary 
election and hope to be part of 
sending her to the state Legislature 
on Tuesday, November 8. I hope 
you will join me in this effort. If you 
haven’t voted yet and want more 
information about Wendy Harlin 
you can visit her campaign site at 
wendyharlin.com

All this being said, I do respect 
and thank Peter Conlon for his 
many years of committed service to 
and in support of our communities. 
Our views of what the state’s 
future should look like are just a bit 
different.

Ian Ross
Cornwall

Candidate’s motivation for House bid questioned
In reference to the article on Jon 

Christiano in the July 28 Addison 
Independent, I was not aware that 
in 2020 he lost his State Senate seat 
to Chris Bray and Ruth Hardy by 
fi nishing fourth in a fi eld of fi ve.

Jon, you said the main reason for 
your Senate bid was (& I quote) 
“to give local Republican voters 
another GOP option on the ballot.” 
What a good sport you are.

You also acknowledged the fact 

(& I quote) “I didn’t have high 
expectations of winning.” Then 
why on earth would you even put 
your name on the ballot?

Now you believe as long as 
Harvey Smith is stepping down 
you are saying (& I quote) “I 
thought it was an opportune time 
to run for his seat.” I don’t know, 
Jon, but you are going to have 
some pretty big shoes to fi ll. I was 
hoping you would tell us why 

you thought you would be a good 
candidate and what you would 
achieve.

Oh, wait a minute, you did tell 
us, (& I quote) “My goal is to try 
to hold that seat for the Republican 
Party.” I’m glad I took the time to 
read your article because it gave 
me my chuckle for the day.

Art Farnsworth
New Haven

Dear Nice People at the Addison 
Independent:

After reading your article about 
the new train service between 
Burlington and Rutland and seeing 
the cost, I began thinking. The cost 
of taking a taxi from Burlington to 
Rutland is about $150. For the price 
of constructing the new rail service, 
Vermonters could have taken 
1.18 million taxi rides between 
the two cities. The bus price from 

Burlington to Rutland is about $20. 
Vermonters could have taken 8.85 
million bus rides between those two 
cities for the price of the rail line. 
These numbers consider only the 
construction cost — not the fare the 
train charges, which is about the 
same as the cost of the bus ride.

If the goal is to be 
environmentally sound, 11,000 
Vermont homes could have been 
equipped with 6 kWh solar panels 

for the construction cost of the rail 
line.

The next time money is 
proposed to be spent, let’s consider 
alternatives that might be more 
cost effective and environmentally 
friendly.

Ellen Forshaw
Concord Township, Ohio

Editor’s note: The writer owns 
property in Ripton and Lincoln, Vt., 
and is a reader of this newspaper.

New train service doesn’t seem like wise investment

Financial impact of Starksboro’s exit exaggerated
The sky will not fall if 

Starksboro’s vote to leave the 
MAUSD District is affi rmed on 
8/9. The Administration’s claim 
that the remaining towns will see 
a 17% increase in their school 
taxes is way overstated. Please 
take a look at the fi nancial table 
supporting our conclusions: www.
starksborosaveourschool.org/tax-
table.

A yes vote is a vote for local 
control over our education choices. 
If the merger vote slated for 
November 8 passes, Starksboro 
will continue on its path out of the 
district. This will be a two-year 
process at the least. In this case, the 
three towns geographically closest 
to what was formerly known as 

the Addison North West SU (now 
ANWSD), would merge with that 
district. If the merger vote fails, 
Starksboro will remain a part of the 
MAUSD. 

In the meantime, a yes vote on 
8/9 is a vote in favor of empowering 
our communities and keeping school 
governance closer to our schools.

Our fi rst and foremost interest 
is in promoting the success of 
Starksboro’s children. Robinson 
School has enjoyed strong, even 
passionate support among our 
townspeople for many years. 
This unwavering support was 
resoundingly clear on May 5. There 
is nothing about this strength of 
feeling that is incompatible with 
the success of the MAUSD, or a 

possible merged district.
The superintendent’s offi ce and 

some MAUSD Board members 
are making a concerted effort to 
persuade voters to vote against 
allowing Starksboro to leave 
the district. They have grossly 
exaggerated the tax impact on the 
remaining towns if Starksboro 
goes out. The portion of Starksboro 
middle schoolers and high schoolers 
attending Mt Abe (or the new 
combination district) is unlikely to 
change.

To our friends in New Haven, 
Bristol and Monkton, please vote 
yes on August 9. Thanks for your 
consideration.

Louis duPont 
Starksboro

Letters can be found on Pages 4A and 5A.
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Call ACHHH for more information: 802-388-7259

Now offering skilled outpatient physical therapy, occupational therapy,
and speech language pathology services close to home

from the licensed professionals you know and trust!

Introducing… Addison County Outpatient Therapy

Special services offered include, but are not limited to:
• LSVT LOUD, speech therapy designed to work with Parkinson’s patients to improve their voice.

• LSVT BIG, physical or occupational therapy used to teach Parkinson’s
patients to improve their functional movements.

• Vestibular rehabilitation therapy.     •  Gait and balance training.
• Motor re-education for patients with neurological deficits.

• Muscle strengthening following injury or surgery.

FUNERAL
MEMORIAL 
SERVICE
CREMATION
PRE-PLANNING    
 SERVICES

BROWN-McCLAY
FUNERAL HOMES

BRISTOL
802-453-2301

VERGENNES
802-877-3321

brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com

If you want a monument - get it from a monument dealer!

Celebrating 92 years | 1930-2022

57 Main St., New Haven   |   802-453-3433 
CleggsMemorials.com    |   info@cleggsmemorials.com

WE DO OUR OWN
Dra� ing  •  Lettering  •  Sandblast 

Cleaning   •   Foundations
Setting  •  Restoration

EXPERIENCE  |  QUALITY  |  VALUE

Family owned and operatedFamily owned and operated
Addison county’s ONLY full ONLY full ONLY

service monument companyservice monument company

C LEGGS 
M E MORIALS

BARRE 
GRANITE

ASSOCIATION
RETAIL

MEMBER

From humble beginnings based on affordable, 
trustworthy services, we have grown into a reliable 
resource your family can depend on. Rooted in our 
traditions, we stay firmly connected to the families 

we serve and the care we provide. We continue 
serving all faiths and all families in the only way we 

know how — by staying true to our heritage.

Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral Home  
117 South Main St. Middlebury, VT  

802-388-2311
sandersonfuneralservice.com

Where Our Roots Are Planted

TRADITION

Obituaries
ADDISON
COUNTY

Joan Rita Palin, 84, of Whiting

RUTLAND — Sherry A. Brooks, 
69, of Rutland, died on July 15, 
2022, after a long illness. She was 
born to the late Wolcott (Brooksie) 
and Anita (Quesnel) Brooks on 
Nov. 2, 1952, in Middlebury, Vt. 
Sherry graduated Middlebury 
Union High School in 1970. 

Knowing from an early age 
that she wanted to do something 
in the medical field, she pursued 
a nursing career by attending the 
Putnam Memorial Hospital School 
of Practical Nursing in Bennington, 
Vt., and began her lifelong pursuit 
of helping others. Sherry worked 
as an L.P.N. for several years at 
the Putnam Memorial Hospital, 
the University of Vermont Medical 
Center in Burlington, Vt., and the 
Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical 
Center in New Hampshire. Later 
in life she continued her education 
and became an R.N. by attending 
the New Hampshire Technical 
Institute, finally retiring from the 
Rutland Regional Medical Center. 

As a nurse, Sherry touched the 

SHERRY A. BROOKS

lives of thousands of people. Many 
people that had the opportunity to 
have Sherry as their nurse came 
out of the hospital praising that 
“special nurse” that attended to 
their care, even if they didn’t know 
her name.

Sherry is survived by her 
sister, Deborah (Rick) Carrara; 
her nephew Christopher Carrara; 
nieces Elizabeth (Brian) Jung and 

Cindy (Brian) Valentine; longtime 
friend Marcia Kingsbury; and 
many cousins and close friends 
that shared the many memories of 
her life. She will be missed by all 
of us. She was predeceased by her 
lifelong partner, Mark Godnick.

A private burial will be held at 
the convenience of the family.

Arrangements are by Clifford 
Funeral Home.◊

JOAN RITA PALIN

WHITING — Joan Rita Palin, 
age 84, passed away Saturday, July 
30, 2022, at Porter Medical Center 
in Middlebury.

Joan was born in Middlebury 
on April 19, 1938. She was the 
daughter of Robert and Catherine 
(Tatro) Mitchell. She grew up in 
Middlebury, where she received her 
early education and graduated from 
Middlebury High School, class 
1958. She began working at Van 
Raaulte in Middlebury. Following 
her marriage to Noel Palin, they 
moved to Grand Isle, where she 
worked at Thermal Wire and had 
taught 4-H. They moved to Brandon 
in 1974, where she worked at 
Dowty Electronics and assisted the 
Steinberg family. She retired from 
the custodial department at Otter 
Valley Union High School in 2000, 
when she and her husband moved 
to Whiting. She enjoyed sewing, 
quilting, cooking and her gardening. 
She was a former member of the 

Catholic Daughters of America.
Surviving is her husband, Noel 

Palin of Whiting, whom she married 
in St. Mary’s Church in Middlebury 
on July 19, 1958; one son, Michael 
Palin and his wife, Lorrie of Orange; 
four sisters, Elizabeth Bessette of 

Swanton, Barbara Quenneville and 
Norma Smith, both of Brandon, 
and Nora Storti of Arizona; two 
grandchildren, Jason Palin of 
Orange and Wendy Palin of Stetson, 
Maine; and a great-grandson, 
Michael Bowdish also of Stetson, 
Maine. Several nieces, nephews and 
cousins also survive her.

A memorial Mass of Christian 
murial will be celebrated on 
Saturday, Aug. 6, 2022, at 11 a.m., 
at St. Mary’s Catholic Church in 
Brandon. Rev. Maurice Moreau, 
pastor, will be the celebrant. The 
graveside committal service and 
burial will follow the mass, in St. 
Mary’s Cemetery in Brandon.

Memorial gifts in lieu of flowers 
may be made in her memory to 
Middlebury Volunteer Ambulance 
Association, 55 Collins Drive, 
Middlebury, Vt., 05753.

Arrangements are under the 
direction of the Miller & Ketcham 
Funeral Home in Brandon.◊

Sherry A. Brooks, 69, formerly of Middlebury

BARRE — Major Gary Lee 
“Buz” Sawyer died peacefully on 
July 27, 2022, at Barre Gardens 
after a brief illness at the age of 
93. He resided at Lincoln House 
in Barre for 9 years, developing 
friendships and making his home 
there. 

He was born in Bethesda, Md., to 
Verdon and Jane (Legere) Sawyer 
on July 8, 1929. He attended the 
University of Maryland prior to 
enlisting in the U.S. Air Force.

He had a 22-year career as a 
U.S.A.F. transport pilot. While 
stationed in Florida, he married 
Gloria Ziter from Barre, Vt., who 
was an RN at a nearby military 
hospital. He and his family were 
stationed at air forces bases in 
New Jersey, France, near St Louis, 
near Kansas City, and in Northern 
California. He flew missions 
around the world including 
Europe, Thailand, the Philippines, 
Okinawa, and Wake Island. In 
1972, he served overseas in 
Vietnam. 

After retirement in 1974, he 
settled in Barre and was a member 
of the County Club of Barre, the 
VFW, the American Legion, the 
Elks Club, and bowled at Twin 
City Lanes. An avid Washington 
and Baltimore fan, he enjoyed 

MAJ. GARY LEE ‘BUZ’ SAWYER

following sports, including 
predicting results of NFL games 
with his friends. He was generally 
well-known around Barre. He was 
a voracious reader of thriller novels 
and newspapers from which he did 
the crossword puzzle every day. 

He is predeceased by his wife 
Gloria, his daughter Mary Patricia, 
his infant son Gary Patrick, 
his brother Douglas, and his 
parents. He is survived by his son 
Stephen, daughter-in-law Maggi 
Shadroui, and grandson Jesse, all 
of Vergennes, Vt.; his sister-in-
law Carol Sawyer of Annapolis, 
Md.; brother-in-law Tom Ziter and 
his wife Carole of Essex, Vt.; and 

many nieces and nephews.
A service will be held at the 

Pruneau-Polli Funeral Home in 
Barre on Aug. 7 at 11:30 a.m. with 
a reception following at the VFW 
on Washington Street in Barre. 
He will be interned at a later date 
at Arlington National Cemetery, 
Washington D.C.

Donations in his name may be 
made to VFW Post 790 of Barre or 
to the Lincoln House.

Arrangements are in the care of 
the Pruneau-Polli Funeral Home, 
58 Summer St., in Barre.

Those wishing to express online 
condolences may do so at www.
pruneaupollifuneralhome.com ◊

Maj. Gary Lee ‘Buz’ Sawyer, 93, of Barre

JANET WINKLER

MIDDLEBURY — Janet 
Beers Winkler, 81, of Middlebury 
completed her life on July 13, 2022, 
when her generous heart, which 
held love for so many, could beat no 
longer. She was residing at Shard 
Villa in Salisbury, where she lived 
out the final months of her life.

Born Janet Ross Pippitt in 
Boston, Mass., on May 9, 1941, she 
was the eldest of three daughters 
born to Lillian Ross Pippitt and 
Richard Branch Pippitt, M.D., and 
the granddaughter of noted golf 
course architect Donald J. Ross. 

Janet spent most of her youth in 
Waban and Wellesley, Mass., and 
graduated from Wellesley High 
School. She then graduated from 
Mount Holyoke College, in South 
Hadley, Mass., in 1963. In both 
high school and college, she forged 
deep friendships that would remain 
with her throughout her life.

After college, Janet lived in 
New York City, working for the 
Netherlands Office for Foreign 
Student Relations and then for the 
Experiment in International Living. 
While in New York, she coordinated 
and led tours around the country for 
foreign diplomats in service to the 
embassies in Washington and at the 
United Nations.

Returning to Wellesley, Janet met 
and married Bradford Beers and 
they went on to have two children 

together. For three years, Janet and 
Brad ran the Stone House Club Inn 
on the Rhode Island coast in Little 
Compton. It was an experience she 
often recalled, and throughout her 
life and travels, Janet expressed 
great admiration and empathy for 
bed and breakfast hosts and the 
proprietors of country inns.

Newly divorced in 1976, she 
moved with her two young children 
to Middlebury to be near her sister 
and brother-in-law. She soon met 
fellow single parent of two, Frank 
Winkler, but neither showed any 
serious interest in the other, until 
1983 when romance between them 
suddenly blossomed; they were 
married that June, combining their 
families. Theirs was a fun-filled, 

sometimes boisterous, and always 
loving family, thanks in large 
measure to Janet’s uncanny ability 
to avert potential conflict through 
good humor.

Janet and Frank went on to 
successfully raise their four shared 
children and enjoy 39 years of 
happy marriage. They traveled 
extensively, including living for a 
year in Cambridge, England, with 
the entire family. They also lived for 
extended periods in Boulder, Colo., 
La Serena, Chile, and Canberra, 
Australia — all places chosen for 
their connection to Frank’s work as 
an astronomer.

Janet’s involvement helping 
implement the “Spirit and Nature” 
Symposium in 1990, which brought 
the Dalai Lama to Middlebury, 
was a highlight of her work as 
an assistant to philanthropist and 
Middlebury College professor 
Steven C. Rockefeller. She worked 
with him for over 30 years, from 
soon after her arrival in Middlebury 
until her retirement in 2008.

In addition to her professional 
work, she was a longtime and 
committed volunteer, especially 
at the Congregational Church and 
The Addison County Parent/Child 
Center, as well as an active member 
of the American Association 
of University Women, and she 
supported many seniors in need in 
the community. 

Janet was also known for her 
handcraft talents, especially hand-
spinning, knitting, and origami. 
She was an enthusiastic member 
of the Twist O’ Wool fiber guild in 
Middlebury and took quiet pride 
when her entries won ribbons at 
the Addison County Fair and Field 
Days. 

Janet was a generous, loving 
person, with a wonderful sense 
of humor, and she will be sorely 
missed by her family and a large 
network of friends.

She is survived by her husband 
Frank and by all four of their 
children and five grandchildren: 
Sarah Beers of Queens, N.Y.; 
Nathan Beers, wife Remy, and 
daughter Lillian of San Francisco, 
Calif.; Kate Corcoran, husband 
Ethan and daughters Allison and 
Claire, of Portland, Ore.; and 
Johanna Durrett, husband William, 
and their children Madeleine and 
Quincy, of Fremont, Calif. 

Other survivors include her two 
sisters, Susan Véguez and husband 
Roberto, of Cornwall, Vt., and 
Elizabeth Shapiro of Atlanta, Ga., 
along with a nephew and niece in 
Atlanta, Alexander Ross Shapiro, 
and Victoria Shapiro Kasper, her 
husband Jonathan, and their two 
sons, Charles and William Kasper.

The family would like to thank 
the administration and staff at 
Shard Villa for the attentive, 
professional and loving care Janet 
received there in the final months 
of her life. A memorial service will 
be held at a future date. Donations 
in Janet’s honor may be made to 
the Middlebury Congregational 
Church or to Shard Villa. ◊

Janet Beers Winkler, 81, of Middlebury

OPINION? Email it to:
news@addisonindependent.com

MICHAEL JOHN MARCEAU

WASHINGTON STATE — 
Michael John Marceau, age 70, 
passed away after a long illness on 
July 21, 2022.

Michael was born in Springfield, 
Mass., on April 27, 1952. He was the 
son of Bernard and Irene Marceau.

In the early ‘70s, he moved to 
Vermont, where he was employed 
at Mr. Ups. After a few years, he 
went to work at Champlain Valley 
Equipment. As time moved on, he 
became the owner of Middlebury 
Sew ‘n’ Vac, where he worked with 

his daughter Amy until 2006.
In 2016, he moved to Washington 

state with his brother.
Michael is survived by his 

daughters, Amy Desabrais and 
Deven Marceau; his grandson, 
Bryan Desabrais; and five brothers, 
Daniel, Richard, Thomas, John and 
Timothy; and several nieces and 
nephews.

Per his request, no service will be 
held. Donations can be made to the 
Salisbury Fire Department, where 
he was a member. ◊

Michael Marceau, 70, of Salisbury
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WIMETT
TRADING COMPANY

802•465•4688

USED

Michael Jackman, 50 Years Experience 
David Wimett, 37 Years Experience
Mark Grant, 9 Years Experience

2668 Route 7 • Leicester, VT 05733 • wimetttradingco@gmail.com

Wimett Trading Company
at the Big White Barn in Leicester

802-465-4688 

2017 VOLVO XC60 T6 INSCRIPTION, 
AWD, Leather, roof, 44k

$29,995

AFFORDABLE, SAFE & RELIABLE
USED CARS AND TRUCKS

We also buy cars, 
locate specialty orders 

& consider consignments 
Call Dave for an appointment

2011 TOYOTA TACOMA ACCESS CAB, 
4X4, auto, 4cyl 180k miles

$14,995

2018 TOYOTA C-HR XLE PREMIUM
XLE Premium, 4dr Crossover, 96k miles

$21,995

2013 VOLVO XC90 AWD, 
leather, sunroof, 125k miles

$13,995 
More than  a decadeof delivering Quality!

HOT AUGUST DAYS SALE!HOT AUGUST DAYS SALE!

2014 JEEP CHEROKEE
 Trail Hawk, 4X4, loaded, 124k miles

$17,995

ROBERT W. SMITH JR.

ADDISON — It is with saddened 
hearts we announce the passing 
of Robert “Bob” Smith Jr., born 
of Robert Smith Sr. and Jessica 
Stone. Bob passed away peacefully 
surrounded by family.

Bob was the definition of a true 
farmer, always up before the sun. 
He spent most of his time in the barn 
or in the fields of Chimney Point 
Farm. Bob purchased the farm in 
1966 and ran it with his son Peter 
Sr. and grandson Peter Jr.

Bob was not only farming. He 
was active in the National Guard, 
where he drove a tank. He was a 
DHIA milk tester and chairman of 
the Tri-Town water board. It was 
also said that he was the official taste 
tester of maple syrup for the family 
sugarhouse. Anyone who knew Bob 
knew they could stop by for a joke 
or a story. He was always willing to 
help friends and neighbors.

He leaves behind his strong work 
ethic and his values of kindness 
and love; his wife Rita (Barberi) of 
43 years; children Kim Bingham, 
Peter (Dawn) Smith, Veronica Valz, 
Jennifer Hatch and Audrey Jackson; 

the pride and joy of his life, his 
grandchildren Nathan (Bethany) 
Bingham, Travis Bingham, Rachael 
Smith, Peter Smith Jr., Abigail 
Smith, Maxine Simko, Ella Simko, 
Lena Simko, Hannah Hatch, Nora 
Hatch, Sophie Hatch, Claire Hatch 
and Maddy Jackson; and his great-
grandchildren, Nathan Bingham Jr. 
and Marolyn Bingham. 

He also leaves behind his brothers 
Wayne (Carol) Richardson, Wallace 
(Rande) Richardson, Steve (Pam) 

Smith, Joseph (Sandra) Smith, and 
his sister Sandra Barton; aunts Edith 
Miner and Rose Plankey; sister-
in-law Betty Machia Barberi and 
brother-in-law Richard Gaudette; 
and many nieces, nephews and 
cousins.

He was predeceased by his 
parents; sisters Patricia, Faye and 
Winona; brother Robert; brothers-
in-law Mario and Robert Barberi; 
sister-in-law Joy Morris Barberi; 
and two sons-in-law, John Simko 
and Eric Jackson.

Although he suffered from 
Parkinson’s and dementia, he never 
gave up farming. He always wanted 
to go to the barn to milk the cows 
or drive his tractors. Bob passed at 
4:35 a.m. — it was time to go to the 
barn.

Per Bob’s request, there will not 
be a funeral. A special thanks to the 
staff of Helen Porter Nursing home 
and Rehabilitation and to Addison 
County Home Health & Hospice 
for the care he received. In lieu of 
flowers, donations can be made to 
Addison Volunteer Fire Department 
and Vergennes Area Rescue. ◊

Frederick Richard Belanger, 79, of Monkton

FREDERICK RICHARD 
BELANGER

MONKTON — Frederick 
Richard Belanger, 79, of Monkton, 
Vt., and Lady Lake, Fla., passed 
away on July 31, 2022, surrounded 
by his loving family. A storyteller at 
heart, he was born Feb. 20, 1943, in 
Barre, Vt., to Clyde P. and Cleora 
Belanger, and he lived a life rich 
with laughter, stories, and music. 
He was an avid traveler, a friend to 
all, and lived each day to its fullest, 
squeezing every ounce of goodness 
out of the minutes.

Fred served proudly in the 
United States Air Force, and after 
careers with IBM and Kodak, he 
“retired” into his workshop, where 
he did custom cabinetry and created 
beautiful woodwork his family 
will treasure forever. He was an 
incredibly talented musician, 
playing in Vermont’s Own 40th 
Army Band for 16 years, as well as 
in countless other musical groups 
in both Vermont and Florida. 
Avid in Scouting, he was proud 
of his experiences as a Scout and 
headmaster.

He loved meeting new people, 
and with his wife, created lifelong 

friendships all over the U.S. He 
never missed an opportunity to tell 
people he loved them, and he wore 
his heart proudly on his sleeve. He 
adored his wife, his children, his 
grandchildren … and pie.

Fred leaves behind his loving 
wife, Lucinda Belanger; children 
Laurel (Belanger) Warren and 
husband Timothy, Mark Belanger 
and wife Amy, and Christopher 

Belanger; stepchildren Lynn 
Harden and husband Steve, Joe 
Rigg and partner Gabrial Marder, 
Leslie Bodette and husband Tom, 
Katie Rigg and husband Jeff Mack; 
grandchildren Ainsley, Audrey, and 
Sophie Warren, Kaeleigh and Conri 
Belanger, Jillian and Alice Belanger, 
Jeremy Book, and Jesse Bodette; his  
sister Sharon Carcoba and husband 
Chico; and several nieces and 
nephews. He was predeceased by 
his parents and his sister Susan.

Visiting hours will be held on 
Monday, Aug. 8, from 5-7 p.m., 
at Sanderson Funeral Service in 
Middlebury, Vt. Interment and 
celebration of life will take place 
Tuesday, Aug. 9, at 1 p.m., at 
the Vermont Veterans Memorial 
Cemetery in Randolph, Vt. In lieu of 
flowers, the family would love for 
you to consider making a donation 
in his name to the Carpenter-Carse 
Library in Hinesburg, Vt., or to 
Harbor House (89 Rossiter Rd., 
Rochester, NY), a special home 
that allowed his wife and daughter 
to be with him throughout his 
hospitalization. ◊

Thomas John Obst, 77, of Shoreham

THOMAS JOHN OBST

SHOREHAM — Thomas John 
Obst, 77, passed away peacefully 
at his home in Shoreham on July 
27, 2022. He worked at Agway 
Energy Services for many years. 
After retiring, he went to work 
for Agway Feed Store.  
Thomas was born to Herman 

and Mary (Domorath) Obst in 
Hancock, Mich., on March 10, 
1945. He served in the U.S. Air 
Force for four years, earning 
the rank of Captain. He married 
June Torrey on March 25, 1972, 
and graced the world with two 
daughters, Michelle and Victoria.
Thomas is survived by his wife, 

June (Torrey) Obst; his daughter 
Victoria and her fiancé James; 

CHERYL “CHER” RINDER

Cheryl Rinder celebration of life
MIDDLEBURY GAP — Please 

join us atop the majestic Middlebury 
Gap to celebrate the life of our 
much-loved wife, mother, sister, 
friend, and sober fellow, Cheryl 
“Cher” Rinder, who died June 6, 
2022.

There will be a memorial service 
on Saturday, Aug. 13, at Middlebury 
College Snow Bowl, at 6886 
Vermont Rte 125, Hancock, Vt. 
Service will begin at 11 a.m. with a 
reception to follow.

In honor of Cher’s love of 
diversity, please feel free to dress 
in color. If you’re local or you can 
do so without much inconvenience, 
we invite you to bring a vase of 

Donna Munson 
McAlister 

memorial service
EAST MIDDLEBURY — 

The graveside memorial service 
and burial for Donna Munson 
McAlister, 53, who passed away on 
Dec. 7, 2021 in Easley, S.C., will 
be held on Saturday Aug. 6, at 10 
a.m., at Prospect Cemetery in East 
Middlebury. ◊

DONNA MUNSON 
MCALISTER

CORNWALL — A celebration of 
the life of Charlotte Phillips will be 
held at the Cornwall Congregational 
Church, 2598 Route 30, at 2 p.m. on 
Sunday, Aug. 14. The Rev. Mary 
Woodman will officiate. Charlotte, 
a native of Cornwall, died on Dec. 
6, 2021, in San Antonio, Texas, at 
the age of 90. She graduated from 
Middlebury High School in 1949.

Interment with full military 
honors in Evergreen Cemetery on 
Route 74 will follow the service, 
after which an ice cream social 
reception will be held at the church.

Charlotte’s longtime friend, 

Nelda Ruth Cade, who died Dec. 1, 
2021, in San Antonio, will also be 
remembered at this service. Ruth’s 
interment took place at Fort Sam 
Houston in Texas.

A memorial walk will be 
organized by the Twin States 
Volkssporting Club, of which 
Charlotte was founder and 
president. Members and friends are 
asked to meet at the Middlebury 
Inn at 9 a.m. on Sunday, Aug. 14, 
if they wish to participate. All are 
welcome. Club members will be 
there with directions and answers to 
any questions.◊

commitment to the Office of the 
Provost,” as evidenced by her years 
of experience in institutional work. 

McCauley teaches research 
methods and applied courses in 
legal psychology, psychology 
of leadership and environmental 
decision making. She has been 
a part of work that Patton said, 
“touches all aspects of Middlebury.” 

McCauley also co-founded the 
Vermont Center for Behavioral 
Science Research in Climate and 
the Environment, which heads a 
group of Vermont-based researchers 
that explore topics relating to the 
environment through a behavioral 
science lens.

She has served as academic 
department chair for psychology 
for four terms and has contributed 
to committees and task forces for 
initiatives, including the college’s 
Energy2028 proposal, College 
Strategy and College well-being 

McCauley
(Continued from Page 3A)

his son-in-law Todd; his three 
granddaughters, Kayla and her 

flowers to contribute to decorating 
the room. ◊

husband John, Maria and her 
partner Troy, and Serena and her 
partner Brice; his grandson, Ryan; 
and his three great-grandchildren, 
Alaina, Luke, and Iola. Thomas 
is predeceased by his daughter 
Michelle and all his siblings. 
The family has requested no 

flowers be sent. Donations can 
be sent to Addison County Home 
Health & Hospice or Shoreham 
First Response. There will be 
no service as requested from 
Thomas. 
Arrangements under the 

direction of Sanderson-Ducharme 
Funeral Home. 
Online condolences at www.

sandersonfuneralservice.com. ◊

@Elmore4Sheriff                      elmore4addisonsheriff@gmail.com

Vote Elmore for Sheriff

Paid for by Michael Elmore for Sheriff, PO Box 220, Vergennes, VT 05491

Write in or select “Michael Elmore” on August 9th. 
Please visit www.elmoreforsheriff.com to learn more.

Building Together      Building Stronger

and mindfulness. She’s also been 
a part of the Admissions Advisory 
Committee and the Committee on 
Institutional Diversity and Conflict 
Resolution. 

McCauley recently agreed to 
act as the first faculty director 
of the Kathryn Wasserman 
Davis Collaborative in Conflict 
Transformation, a seven-year, $25 
million project involving faculty, 
staff and students from all walks of 
Middlebury. 

McCauley earned her bachelor’s 
degree from the University of 
Iowa and received a master’s and 
doctorate from Florida International 
University. She joined Middlebury 
in 1995 as an assistant professor, 
became associate professor in 2002 
and was promoted to full professor 
in 2008. 

McCauley’s research focuses 
on applying cognitive, social and 
developmental theory to problems 
across multiple domains with a 

focus on applying psychological 
theory to today’s most pressing 
social issues. She is also trained in 
mediation and jury selection and 
serves as an expert witness. 

When asked about COVID-19 
policy and what the college is doing 
to ease health and safety concerns 
moving into the fall, McCauley 
responded like the a-plus problem 
solver many of her colleagues 
described her as: in a holistic, 
committed and positive manner.

“We have regular meetings 
on campus; we have a big group 
that works on considering what 
everything COVID-related will 
look like for the fall,” she said. 
“One thing we’ve learned about 
COVID is that it’s dynamic. We 
will do what we have been doing, 
making sure we follow the science 
and protect our community in a way 
that supports our students, faculty 
and their learning.”

Robert W. Smith Jr., 84, of Addison

Charlotte Phillips celebration of life

THE INDEPENDENT 
MAKES A GREAT GIFT! 
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14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDDLEBURY, VT  |  802-388-3371
OPEN TUESDAY—SATURDAY, 7AM-4PM | SUNDAY 8AM-2PM

Please find the full
menu on our website:

OtterCreekBakery.com

Our breakfast pizza, 
made daily with fresh ingredients!  
A playful way to get your energy in 

the morning. Ingredients change daily 
so stop in to see what surprise we 

have in store for you!

THE CORNWALL SELECTBOARD has endorsed a plan to adorn the 
south facing portion of the town hall roof with solar panels to help 
reduce electricity costs and to encourage local residents to embrace 
green energy.

Independent photo/Steve James

annually to power both its town 
hall and garage.

“I think members of the 
selectboard believe that the town 
should support solar, and this is 
a kind of visible advertisement 
for the fact that we are talking 
the talk and that the aesthetics of 
solar and maintenance of our town 
infrastructure go hand in hand,” 
Cornwall Selectman Benjamin 
Marks said of the project.

While the board has agreed 
to contract with Cornwall-based 
Vermont Solar Fund to install the 
solar panels, there are still details 
to sort out, Marks stressed.

“We’re still nailing down a couple 
of details about the project size and 
screening,” Marks said. “There are 
some neighboring residents who’d 
like to see some screening of the 
project. We don’t yet know how to 
approach that.”

The number of adjustments to 
the project will likely determine 
whether the array is installed this 
year or next, according to Marks. 
A current shortage of solar power 
infrastructure will also be a factor.

“It’s tough getting panels right 
now, and the cost of panels has 
gone up quite a bit during the last 
several months,” noted Ian Phair, 
founder/owner of Vermont Solar 
Fund.

Each solar panel is expected to 
be approximately 80 inches by 42 
inches. The estimated value of the 
project: Around $70,000, according 
to Phair.

Cornwall officials have spent a 
lot of time evaluating various solar 
options for the town, and Marks has 
good background on the subject.

In addition to his service as a 
selectman, Marks is president of 
the Addison County Relocalization 
Network (ACORN) Energy 
Coop, founded in 2008 to help 
area communities transition 
from fossil fuels to a greater 
reliance on affordable, renewable 

energy strategies. The co-op has 
spearheaded several successful 
solar energy projects, including 
a 500kW array built on the site 
of Bristol’s former landfill. The 
Bristol Community Solar project, 
which went “live” in January, was 
organized and built by ACORN 
and Waitsfield’s Aegis Renewable 
Energy, supported by the town of 
Bristol and made possible from 
investments by Co-op Insurance 
and 120 residential, business, 
nonprofit and municipal members.

Marks, amid a series of voting 
recusals, had encouraged his fellow 
Cornwall selectboard members to 
consider a town investment in the 
Bristol project, an action the town 
of Middlebury took. That town and 
the project’s other investors are 
now seeing solar credits applied to 
their respective power bills.

“But the (Cornwall) selectboard’s 
response, which I think was entirely 
appropriate, was ‘We have no idea 
whether this is a good deal, we 
need to have an RFP (request for 
proposals) for competing projects 
to see if this is the right way to 
approach spending public funds,’” 
Marks recalled.

The board dutifully put out an 
RFP and received two proposals 
— one of them from Vermont Solar 
Fund and another from a Brandon-

IAN PHAIR, OWNER of Vermont Solar Fund, begins installation of what will be an 88-panel array on the 
roof of the Congregational Church of Middlebury this week. Phair, who works primarily with tax-exempt 
clients, will likely also install an array on the roof of the Cornwall town hall.

Independent photo/Steve James

Cornwall
(Continued from Page 1A)

County state’s attorney. The 
Addison-5 primary winner will 
face Democrat Jubilee McGill on 
Nov. 8, while the state’s attorney 
nominee will face independent 
candidate Peter Bevere. The 
Addison-5 House district includes 
Bridport, Weybridge, most of 
New Haven and a tiny chunk of 
Middlebury that encompasses the 
Marble Works and Seymour Street 
neighborhoods.

• A vast field of candidates 
are seeking to succeed longtime 
Democratic U.S. Senator Patrick 
Leahy. The GOP field includes 
Gerald Malloy, Myers Mermel 
and Christina Nolan. Democrats 
running include Isaac Evans-
Frantz, Niki Thran and current 
U.S. Rep. Peter Welch.

• Welch’s interest in the Senate 
has prompted many takers for 
Vermont’s lone U.S. House seat. 
On the Democratic side, there’s 
Becca Balint, Molly Gray and 
Louis Myers. The name of Sianay 
Chase Clifford appears on the 
ballot, but she recently dropped out 

of the race. On the Republican side, 
the field includes Liam Madden, 
Ericka Bundy Redic and Anya 
Tynio.

• Incumbent Governor Phil 
Scott is running for re-election. 
He’s garnered GOP opposition 
from Stephen C. Bellows and 
Peter Duval. On the Democratic 
side, only Brenda Siegel’s name 
appears on the ballot.

• There’s a large field seeking to 
succeed incumbent Lt. Gov. Molly 
Gray, who’s running for Congress. 
The Democrats in the race include 
Charlie Kimbell, Patricia 
Preston, Kitty Toll and former 
Lt. Gov. David Zuckerman. The 
Republican field includes Joe 
Benning and Gregory Thayer.

• Three Democrats are 
seeking their party’s nomination 
to succeed retiring Vermont 
Secretary of State Jim Condos: 
Sarah Copeland Hanzas, John 
Odum and Deputy Secretary of 
State Chris Winters. The winner 
will face Republican H. Brooke 
Paige in November. Paige is also 
the GOP’s lone candidate for 

state auditor of accounts, attorney 
general and state treasurer. He will 
be allowed to run in only one of 
those races.

• Democrats Charity R. Clark 
and Rory Thibault will compete 
to advance to the General Election 
contest for Vermont attorney 
general.

Meanwhile, Starksboro 
residents on Aug. 9 will closely 
monitor returns on a special 
referendum critical to the 
town’s bid to exit the Mount 
Abraham Unified School District. 
Starksboro residents voted 
overwhelming to withdraw from 
the district earlier this year, as 
a means of keeping their local 
elementary school open. But now, 
the three other communities in the 
MAUSD — Bristol, Monkton and 
New Haven — must also endorse 
Starksboro’s exit in order for 
it to be considered by the State 
Board of Education evaluation. 
Lincoln residents won’t be voting 
on Starksboro’s exit because that 
community has already withdrawn 
from the MAUSD.

Primary
(Continued from Page 1A)

based company called “Green 
Earth Energy.”

Ultimately, the Cornwall 
selectboard last year didn’t press 
forward with Bristol solar or either 
of the two RFP submissions.

“It was mainly because there 
wasn’t a sense, with the time 
available to make that decision, 
that the remaining board members 
could really get their heads 
around the questions they should 
be asking,” said Marks, who 
again recused himself from the 
discussion. Also recusing herself: 
Selectwoman Tanya Byker, who is 
married to Ian Phair.

A few months later, Phair 
returned to the board with a slightly 
different proposal. In essence, his 
model called for Vermont Solar 
Fund to assume the upfront debt for 
the Cornwall solar project, with the 
town responsible for debt service 
while having the option of buying 
the solar infrastructure after year 
10. As owner, the town at that point 
would realize all the renewable 
energy savings generated by the 
project, which would have an 
estimated useful life of more than 
25 years, according to Phair.

“You, the town, will pay just 
your usual monthly electric bill to 
me, but because the town’s energy 
use will be offset by what the array 
generates, there will be surplus 
cash as a result of that and I’ll use 
that money to pay down the loan 
and pay my profit margins,” Phair 
said of his pitch to the board.

Seemed like a good idea to town 
officials, and Selectman Don Burns 
proved an ardent supporter and 
facilitator.

“The results are that the town 
won’t have to go out-of-pocket to 
construct the system,” Marks said. 
“We get to pay it off with a levelized 
payment that’s just the electric bills 
we’d normally be paying. And in 
10 years, when the loan is expected 
to be paid off, we have the option of 
buying the whole system from him 
for a nominal amount: $11,000, 
which is about a 75% discount on 
what it costs to build.”

He added $11,000 is around two 
years of electricity consumption 
for the town hall and municipal 
garage.

Monday morning saw Phair 
installing a solar system for one of 
his other clients: the Congregational 
Church of Middlebury (MiddUCC). 
Approximately 88 solar panels will 
adorn the south-facing roof of the 
church’s addition.

“The decision to take on this 
solar project was unanimously 
endorsed by church leaders this 
spring,” said the Rev. Andy Nagy-
Benson of the MiddUCC.  “Once 
the solar project has been paid for, 
in 10 years or so, it is expected to 
produce enough electricity to save 
the church $7,500 annually.”

John Flowers is at johnf@
addisonindependent.com.

SALISBURY — William Mares 
will be speaking at Bees Besieged: 
A History of Beekeeping on 
Wednesday, Aug. 17 at 7 p.m. The 
talk will be held at the Salisbury 
Meeting House. 

Beekeeping goes back 10,000 
years, but bees have been 
much in the news recently as 
a multi-pronged scourge has 
devastated many of the nation’s 
2.5 million colonies. Meanwhile, 
hobby beekeeping has grown 
exponentially in the country. 

Bill Mares, writer, and a 
beekeeper for 45 years, will tell 
of the origins and evolution of 
beekeeping with an emphasis on 
his research in Vermont.

This talk is free, open to 
the public, and accessible 
to those with disabilities. 
It is hosted jointly by The 
Salisbury Historical Society 
and The Salisbury Conservation 
Commission. 

Dwyer commentary
scenario is a continuation of the 
slim majorities in each chamber. 
As voters consider their choices in 
the primary it is worth considering 
what experience the candidates 
bring working in Congress, 
working across the ideological 
divide and their track record of 
working with people they oppose 
to advance an issue. 

The current body seems 
dominated by ideological warriors 
who are more apt to attack their 
opponents than to find common 
ground that leads to progress. 
If Vermonters elect another 
ideological warrior, rather than 
someone focused on building 
consensus to get results, we 
run the risk of voting our little 
state into obscurity. Vermont’s 
current standing in the Senate and 
significant federal funds it receives 
exists in large part because of Sen. 
Leahy’s ability to work with others 
— whether he agrees with them or 
not.

The void left by Sen. Leahy 
will be felt across the policy 
spectrum. His legal training 
landed him on the Judiciary 
Committee where he has been 
one of the Senate’s staunchest 
defenders of civil liberties, 
civil rights and free speech. His 
Vermont roots landed him on the 
Agriculture Committee where 
he fought to protect Vermont 
farmers, authored the Organic 
Standards, created the Farm 
to School meals program, and 
expanded funding for school 
lunch and low income food 
assistance programs. 

His leadership landed him on 
the Appropriations Committee 
where he has directed hundreds 
of millions of dollars to protect 
our lakes and forests and invested 
programs that address climate 
change. It also enabled him to 
be a moral voice on international 
issues ranging from his campaign 
to ban landmines and human 
rights to funding international 

climate and anti-poverty programs. 
This is to say, our new members 

of the delegation will have big shoes 
to fill and a full agenda of Vermont 
priorities. Voters would do well to 
consider what experience and skills 
will enable the new members of the 
delegation to make an impact in 
these critical areas.

Vermont has been blessed with 
a long tradition of leaders who 
have brought Vermont’s values to 
Washington. We should continue 
to seek out and support candidates 
who we can trust to continue this 
tradition of pragmatic leadership 
that delivers for every Vermonter.

(Continued from Page 4A)

Salisbury talk on 
beekeeping history
set for Aug. 17th
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Middlebury Amtrak depot off 
Seymour Street. You can ride 
the Tri-Town Vergennes bus 
from those same Middlebury 
stops as well as the Vergennes 
Green Street bus shelter to 
the Vergennes-Ferrisburgh 
Amtrak depot at 49 Park Lane, 
Ferrisburgh. For full schedule 
details, visit trivalleytransit.
org. Luggage is welcome on the 
bus, but keep the aisles clear for 
safety. Return transit service 
takes advance planning because 
the trains get back late in the 
evening after TVT’s service day 
ends. Call 802-388-2287 two 
business days ahead and TVT 
will try to match you with a ride.

An estimated 4,000 Addison 

County children will begin a new 
academic year later this month, 
and they’ll be expected to arrive 
to classes with a basic supply 
of notebooks, binders, crayons 
and pencils. For some families, 
shopping for school supplies is fun, 
but for others in Addison County, 
it can be a financial burden. The 
United Way of Addison County 
wants to relieve some of the 
stress for low-income families, 
so the organization is once again 
embarking on a “Stuff the Bus” 
fund drive. This year’s goal: 
$4,000 that would finance 500 
backpacks (stuffed with supplies) 
for children in need. To donate, log 
on to tinyurl.com/4vsuzjj9.

Average gasoline prices in 
Vermont have fallen 4.6 cents 

per gallon during the last week 
to an average of $4.48 per 
gallon, according to GasBuddy’s 
survey of 626 stations in the 
state. Prices in Vermont are 
42.6 cents per gallon lower than 
a month ago and stand $1.44 
per gallon higher than a year 
ago, according to GasBuddy. 
Meanwhile, the national average 
price of gasoline has fallen 15.9 
cents per gallon in the past week, 
averaging $4.17 per gallon. The 
national average is down 65.5 
cents per gallon from a month 
ago and stands $1.02 per gallon 
higher than a year ago, according 
to GasBuddy, which bills itself as 
“the authoritative voice for gas 
prices and the only source for 
station-level data.”

By the way
(Continued from Page 1A)

Ferrisburgh Selectboard Chair 
Jessica James, one of several elected 
officials and candidates on the scene, 
talked about the opportunities rail 
service will provide for residents 
looking to travel and host guests.

“I think it’s a great opportunity for 
our community, with getting visitors 
and having families travel outside 
our community and having another 
affordable option, and safe option,” 
James said.

She added there’s also potential to 
give the local economy a boost. She 
noted two businesses have contracted 
to buy the town-owned land next to 
the park-and-ride lot — one of them 
Douglas Sweets and the other Todd 
Hardie, who plans to distill whiskey 
on the site.

“It’s amazing they have the 
opportunity to be next to a brand-new 
station, and they’re here celebrating 
here with us, and we’re very grateful 
we have good neighbors,” James 
said. 

The noise from the idling train 
proved to be too much for anyone 
to deliver prepared remarks, 
somewhat to the chagrin of organizer 
Julie Basol, the marketing and 
development coordinator of the 
Vergennes Partnership.

But Basol agreed about the 
occasion’s optimistic tenor and was 
happy to direct folks to the table of 
sweets, hand out coupons for local 
businesses and distribute an article 
about amateur rail historian and 
former local teacher Ron Nimblett.

Nimblett played a pivotal role in 
raising awareness about the historic 
Vergennes Rail Depot, built in 1849, 
now serving as the Amtrak stop in 
nearby Ferrisburgh. 

The wooden station, once a stop for 
abolitionist John Brown’s body on its 
way to its New York state grave, was 
badly in need of restoration before it 
was moved in 2012 from an obscure 
site off North Main Street to its 
prominent place  next to the Agency 
of Transportation’s Route 22A Park-
and-Ride lot and railroad tracks.

Now, 10 years after its quarter-mile 
move and subsequent renovation, the 
station once again serves its original 

THE FIRST PASSENGER rail stop in Addison County since 1953 
occurred in Ferrisburgh on the morning of Friday, July 29, when this 
Amtrak train pulled into the Ferrisburgh-Vergennes rail depot just a 
few minutes after its scheduled 10:44 arrival on its way to Middlebury 
and eventually New York City.

Independent photo/Andy Kirkaldy

Ferrisburgh
(Continued from Page 1A)

purpose. Nimblett’s wife, Jane 
Nimblett, cut the ceremonial ribbon.

James added late Ferrisburgh 
resident Bob McNary also lobbied 
local and state officials successfully 
to make the project happen. 

“We’re very thankful he was 
involved in the process of moving 
the station from Vergennes to 
Ferrisburgh,” James said. “It 
wouldn’t be here without him.”

Former Vergennes alderman 
David Austin on Friday remembered 
a debate with VTrans officials about 
which way the station should face. 
Austin said the VTrans project 
leader wanted it to front the agency’s 
parking lot, but Austin said city 
officials prevailed upon the state to 
have it facing the tracks — just in 
case. 

Austin admitted that despite 
making that case, he and others were 
at that time unsure if rail service was 
indeed in the cards. 

“It was a long shot,” he said. 
Another who played a role in 

the station’s 2012 move was on the 
scene on Friday — Renny Perry, 
former Vergennes City Manager, 
former Mayor and current Vergennes 
Partnership President. 

Perry had left city employment 

by 2012, but before then he and 
partnership officials co-wrote the 
grant that paid to move and begin 
restoring the station.

Really, Perry said, that was all 
he expected, though plans were 
floated to convert the station into a 
visitor center or museum, possibly in 
tandem with rented office space. 

Now, Perry said he sees the 
possible outcome.

“I never imagined we would 
actually have a train. It was a good 
move, obviously, to preserve the 
station. At that point it was just 
preserving the station,” Perry said. 
“And the idea this would actually 
happen is amazing.”

Putting his partnership hat on, 
Perry said he sees pluses for the 
city’s economy.

“We really think this will help 
Vergennes an awful lot. Of the 
stations, this is probably the best 
facility. It has plenty of parking,” 
he said. “And it’s close at hand to 
the city, and I know that Tri-Valley 
Transit (he is vice-chair of its board) 
is trying to make arrangements to 
transport people away from here 
once people get to the station. 
So I think it will be a real boon in 
Vergennes in particular.”

Middlebury!” he said. 
Others munched on the 

Haymaker buns, croissants and 
slices of Cabot cheese offered at 
a front table. 

Adjacent to the snacks was a 
table from the Federal Railroad 
Administration adorned with hats 
that read “See track, think train,” 
as well as educational pamphlets 
to warn people of the dangers of 
trains and precautions necessary 
to stay safe. 

But yes, there were real live 
boarders too. 

Nyna Cole, a student at 
Middlebury Union High School, 
was boarding the train with her 
friend Ashley Rodgers, from 
Connecticut. The longtime 
camp friends used to have to do 
complicated car gymnastics, with 
their parents meeting in Albany, 
in order to see each other. Now, 
they can ride together to Yonkers, 
allowing for a much easier trip. 

Mary O’Brien and Mark Lucas, 
of Starksboro, boarded the train 
to Albany to celebrate their 44th 
wedding anniversary. 

Andriiana Ilkiv, a rising junior 

at Middlebury College, had 
always planned to go to New York 
City this weekend, but was excited 
that the train trip would make it 
far easier than her previous long, 
multi-stop bus experience. On the 
train, she will get to sit back and 
relax. 

“I’m gonna listen to music and 
envision my future,” she joked. 

Of course, it wouldn’t be a 
train celebration without a ribbon 
cutting ceremony. Middlebury 
selectboard members stood in 
front of the tracks and snipped the 
ribbon to honor the momentous 
occasion. 

But the train is more than just 
a fun bonus, or an easy way to 
get to New York City. Many 
community members were excited 
about the train’s economic and 
environmental benefits as well. 

Laura Asermily is a former 
Middlebury selectboard member 
and an advocate for single-car use 
through Middlebury Safe Routes 
and connectingcommuters.org. 
She and her husband, David 
Andrews, attended the celebration. 

“I’ve been very frustrated about 
a lack of train (service) in this 

country,” said Andrews, who has 
lived in Middlebury since 1982. 
He and Asermily hope to use the 
train to visit friends in New York, 
where he hasn’t been since prior 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. In the 
future, he hopes for a connection 
to Montreal as well, where he 
travels more frequently. 

Also looking on was David 
Blittersforth, president and CEO 
of All Earth Renewables. He’s 
excited about the Amtrak stop, 
but also yearns for a commuter 
rail option. Blittersforth’s plan 
would use smaller, self-operating 
cars with one engine, which 
operate at a third of the cost of 
the larger, two-engine Amtrak 
trains, he said. Thus far he’s been 
unsuccessful, due to Gov. Phil 
Scott and the Vermont Agency of 
Transportation being very “car-
centric,” he claimed. 

For now, however, people can 
relish in the train’s benefits. 

In the words of Middlebury 
selectboard member Farhad Khan, 
“It was a long time coming.”

Addison Independent news 
Editor John S. McCright 
contributed to this report. 

Middlebury
(Continued from Page 1A)

WELL-WISHERS AND PASSENGERS lined both sides of the track in Middlebury on Friday morning 
to greet the first Ethan Allen Express passenger train as it stopped in town on its way to New York City. 

Independent photo/John S. McCright

1307 North Bingham St., Cornwall, VT SUNRISEORCHARDS.COM

Thanks to our wonderful community, last year was a smashing success and 
we hope you’re looking forward to coming back for Pick-Your-Own apples! 
We can’t wait to share our beautiful ridge with views of the Green and 

Adirondack mountains with you!

OPEN DAILY from 9 – 5 
through the end of October.

C
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 • 

DONUTS • A
PPLE PIES • ECO-CERTIFIED APPLES

OPENING DAY
Saturday, Aug. 20th

PICK-YOUR-OWN & FARMSTAND
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VOTE
Lesley J. Bienvenue

for Vermont Senate
Visit my  Facebook page to learn more

paid for by Lesley J. Bienvenue

19 Main Street in historic downtown Bristol

802-453-4065 • Toll Free 877-318-6116

We are dedicated to promoting the natural beauty 
and relaxed lifestyle of Bristol and Vermont through 
our cozy rooms and suites, and the quality Vermont 

artisan products we carry in our store. 

Visit us at www.bristolsuites.com and  
www.vt-marketplace.com, or stop in  

Monday - Saturday 10:00-5:30,  
Sundays 10:00-3:00.

Benj and Lesley Deppman represent a wide variety of clients in diverse areas, including real estate, trust and estate planning and probate proceedings, family law, personal 
injury, corporate organization, and civil litigation matters. Benj and Lesley are also committed members of the Addison County community; both serve for local non-profits 
and dedicate their time to various non-profit, municipal, charitable and community recreational organizations and events.

Benjamin H. Deppman • bdeppman@middlaw.com   |   Lesley B. Deppman  • ldeppman@middlaw.com

Deppman Law | 802-388-6337   |  56 Court St., Middlebury    |    www.middlaw.com

or ship them to disadvantaged folks 
in other countries. HOPE received 
a per-pound price for textiles, 
shoes, purses and baseball caps. 
In recent years, the organization 
shipped weights of 40,000 to 
42,000 pounds, six or seven times 
annually. All of that was therefore 
diverted from the Addison County 
Solid Waste Management District 
(ACSWMD) transfer station.

There was a time when the 
program netted HOPE tens of 
thousands of dollars each year 
to invest in its poverty fighting 
programs. Sadly, the waste-
diversion effort hasn’t been paying 
dividends, of late — at least not 
enough to warrant the effort that’s 
been put into it, HOPE Executive 
Director Jeanne Montross 
explained.

“With the fluctuations in markets 
and the need to increase wages 
for staff, the recycling effort had 
become a break effort at best,” 

she said. “And the work of sorting 
through the hundreds of used shoes 
that was coming in steadily was 
quite unpleasant. In addition, the 
entire effort took a lot of space. 
We can do better financially by 
ending this program and focusing 
on accepting quality items that will 
be sold in our store for money that 
helps us to meet our mission.”

Montross stressed elimination of 
the textile/shoes recycling program 
won’t result in any layoffs at HOPE, 
and the organization will still 
welcome donations of gently used 
merchandise that will now be more 
carefully vetted for the nonprofit’s 
very popular resale shop.

In addition to gently used clothing, 
HOPE will continue to welcome 
gifts of housewares, like tableware, 
bakeware, pots and pans, utensils; 
decorative items, like paintings, 
sculpture and holiday ornaments; 
electronics and small appliances in 
working condition, with their power 
supplies, chargers, batteries; solid 

and clean furniture; craft items, 
sewing and art supplies, games, 
toys and puzzles; vinyl records, 
VHS, music tapes, CDs, DVDs 
in playable condition; vintage & 
antique items and collectibles; 
books in good condition; medical 
and baby equipment; camping gear 
and sporting items; and gardening 
items.

But HOPE has now installed 
a tighter window during which 
people can make their donations. 
It will receive items on Tuesdays 
and Saturdays only, from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Donors are limited to 
four shopping bags and/or boxes 
of items per trip. Anyone wishing 
to drop off more than that needs to 
call ahead to make an appointment.

HOPE leaders consulted with 
their counterparts at the ACSWMD 
prior to ending the recycling 
program, Montross said.

“From our discussions, I believe 
there will be a temporary increase 
in textiles and shoes going into the 

trash, but I believe the ACSWMD 
transfer station is working to have 
these things deposited for pickup 
by the same company that is 
coming to us and to the other resale 
stores,” she said.
RECYCLING COMPANY

That company is called Helpsy, 
which bills itself as the largest 
textile collection company in the 
Northeast U.S. Helpsy is a for-profit 
company that last year collected 25 
million pounds of clothes for resale 
and recycling. One of its stated 
strategies: “Purchasing materials 
from thrift stores and charities that 
are unable to process or sell them.”

ACSWMD Program Manager 
Don Maglienti confirmed 
recent talks with Helpsy for a 
comprehensive solution to the 
textiles conundrum.

“The bottom line is there aren’t 
tons of people moving into Vermont 
to manage textiles,” he said.

Indeed, the once ubiquitous 
“Planet Aid” clothing/shoe 
donation containers can no longer 
be found in Vermont, according to 
the organization’s website.

“We still have some things to 
figure out,” Maglienti said of a 
Helpsy arrangement. “It’s our plan 
to address this, for sure, and I think 
we can come up with a plan to 
make sure there is an option for all 
this material. That’s our mission, 
and I think that’s what we have to 
do.”

Ideally, officials would like to see 
Helpsy stop in Middlebury once a 
week to gather textiles from HOPE, 
Round Robin and Neat Repeats. 
HOPE will continue to accept and 
sell baby clothes provided through 
another prominent Middlebury 
resale shop, Junebug.

Pat Anderson is treasurer for 
Neat Repeats, a resale shop at 1428 
Route 7 South that’s already getting 
an assist from Helpsy, which is 
currently collecting around two-
dozen large-sized garbage bags 
full of textiles that don’t meet Neat 
Repeats’ resale standards.

Neat Repeats staff — all 
volunteers — don’t have the time 
or resources to closely inspect all 
clothing bags when they’re dropped 
off. They take donors at their word 
that the clothing is resalable. But 
some folks apparently have a 
different definition of “resalable.”

“We appreciate the donations, 
but it can become overwhelming,” 
Anderson said. “If it’s trash, you 
should do something else with it.”

Still, Anderson doesn’t want to 
discourage folks from giving gently 
used merchandise. Neat Repeats 
turns those donations into money 
that’s contributed to many local 
charitable causes each year. In 2019, 
the organization gifted $28,977.

Terri Kuczynski is manager of 

Donations
(Continued from Page 1A)

the ACSWMD. She called HOPE’s 
textiles decision “unfortunate,” but 
added she could understand why 
the nonprofit would step away from 
a program that’s expensive to run 
with unpredictable profit margins.

“To HOPE’s credit, they 
kept going even during that 
(unpredictable) period and we were 
grateful to have them,” she said.

She lamented the lack of clothing 
recycling options for individuals 
right now. The ACSWMD removed 
a textile recycling box from its 
transfer station several months 
ago when it was consistently being 
filled with rejected material. The 
collected textiles were being sent 
to HOPE, which would then send 
some of that material back to the 
transfer station as trash.

“It became a program where 
we were enabling people to bring 
in stained, unsuitable clothing for 
recycling,” Kuczynski said.

“We’re looking at options,” 
Kuczynski said. “We’ll have to do 
something.”

Looking at the situation through 
a broader environmental lens, 
HOPE’s decision to jettison its 
textile-shoes recycling program 
underscores the disposable society 
we still live in, Montross noted.

“We really need to think about 
our consumption habits, and about 
what the things we purchase are 
made of, whether they can truly 
be recycled, whether they are 
biodegradable or will last forever,” 
she said.

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

THE NON-PROFIT HELPING Overcome Poverty’s Effects is getting 
out of the textiles recycling business after 23 years, citing tighter 
financial margins and rising operating costs. Pictured here is the last 
of the accumulated textiles that will leave HOPE this week.

Photo courtesy of Jeanne Montross
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Primary Election Voters Guide

By SAM LIPIN
The Republican Primary for 

governor is less than a week away 
and voters who chose the GOP 
ballot will have three options to 
face the Democratic candidate on 
Nov. 8.

Incumbent GOP Gov. Phil Scott 
will be challenged by landscaping 
contractor Stephen Bellows and 
former Underhill selectboard 
member Peter Duval. 

Gov. Scott is seeking a fourth 
term in office but is choosing not 
to campaign heavily in preparation 
for the primary election, according 
to a post he made on Facebook. 
Instead, he remains focused on his 
current role as governor. 

“I’m laser focused on the issues 
that affect Vermonters’ lives, like 
tax relief, access to affordable 
housing, rural internet and cell-
service development, and making 
Vermont the best place to live, 
work, and raise a family,” Scott 
said via email to the Independent.

Scott remains the favorite 
in the General Election, with 

50% of overall voters and 46% 
of Republican voters positing 
that Scott deserves re-election, 
according to a University of New 
Hampshire poll conducted in April.

On the other hand, Grand Isle 
native Stephen Bellows is seeking 
his first role in elected office. 
Owner of a landscape contracting 
company, Bellows seeks to make 
Vermont a state where small 
businesses can thrive. He seeks 
to bring fundamental change to 
a state he believes “is going on a 
downhill trend, fast,” according to 
an interview he did with “Sound 
Off” host Linda Kirker. 

The linchpins of his campaign 
are removing common core 
curricula, reducing the state payroll 
and corporate income tax, revising 
the Clean Heat Standard energy 
bill and overall decreasing state 
regulations and taxations.

“Vermonters will vote for me 
if they want a freedom-loving, 
America first-candidate,” Bellows 
said via email. 

Lastly, Duval’s campaign is 

based on environmental action 
and reducing the effects of climate 
change. His platform revolves 
around introducing structural 
reform that would eliminate 
extraneous costs in our economy 
while restoring Vermont’s 
wilderness to 50% of the state’s 
landmass.

“In an orderly and organized 
way, Vermont can conserve energy 
and resources and move quickly to 
a real zero-carbon economy with 
food self-sufficiency,” Duval said 
via email. 

Duval first got a taste of elected 
office as a member of the Underhill 
selectboard, where he participated 
in policy reform focused on 
transportation, land use, and 
energy. He was removed from the 
board in 2021 after losing a recall 
election, 570 to 23, in what was the 
first such recall in Vermont history. 

The winner of the Aug. 9 primary 
face Brenda Siegel, a Brattleboro 
native, who is running unopposed 
in the Democratic primary. 

Republican Governor primary

PHIL SCOTT PETER DUVAL STEPHEN BELLOWS

Three candidates are running for 
the Democratic nomination for U.S. 
House of Representatives, Becca 
Balint, Molly Gray and Louis 
Meyers. Sianay Chase Clifford’s 
name will also be on the ballot, but 
she is not included here because she 
withdrew from the race last month.

 Reporter Katie Futterman wrote 
the following short biographies and 
asked each candidate the same three 
questions.

Becca Balint 
Becca Balint is the first woman 

and first openly gay person to 
serve as President Pro Tempore 
in the Vermont State Senate. She 
prides herself in fighting for people 
on the margins, as was instilled 
in her through her experience 
with her queer identity, as well 
as her ancestral connection to 
her grandfather’s death in the 
Holocaust. Prior to her life in 
politics, she taught middle school 
in Windham County for 14 years. 

Balint lives in Brattleboro 
with her wife, Elizabeth, and two 
children Abe, 14, and Sarah, 11.

What in your background 
would make you a good U.S. 
representative? 

I am a former public-school 
teacher, mom and President of the 
Vermont Senate. Growing up gay, 
and the granddaughter of a man 
killed in the Holocaust, I developed 
a deep sense of empathy for people 
on the margins. That empathy has 
driven me my entire life — first as a 
middle school teacher in Windham 
County, then as a State Senator 
who became the first woman and 
first openly gay person to serve 
as President Pro Tempore in the 
Vermont State Senate. I was elected 
unanimously to serve as Pro Tem. 
All my colleagues — Republicans, 
Democrats and Progressives — 
chose me because they know I’m 
a person of integrity who will 
work with anyone to deliver for 
Vermonters. In the Senate, I’ve 
led the charge to pass the first gun 
safety laws in Vermont history, the 
strongest reproductive rights in 
the nation and the largest housing 
investments in a generation.

Why should Vermonters vote 
for you?

In this moment, when our 
fundamental rights are at risk 
and our democracy is in peril, 

Vermonters need someone they can 
trust to fight for them in Washington. 
I am the only candidate in the race 
with legislative experience, the only 
one who has introduced, worked 
on, and voted on legislation. I have 
a proven record of fighting for 
Vermonters’ rights and delivering 
on housing, reproductive rights, 
minimum wage increases, climate 
action and gun safety. I’m known 
as a coalition-builder, a collaborator 
who works with anyone to deliver 
for Vermonters. That’s who I’ll be 
in Congress. We need tested leaders 
who will fight for working families, 
be a voice for the people too often 
ignored and deliver results.

What position on an issue or 
two makes you different from 
your competitors?

With the Supreme Court’s 
willingness to overturn the Roe 
precedent, the future of other 
essential rights is at risk — gay 
marriage, access to contraception, 
interracial marriage. I believe 
it is time for a real and serious 
conversation about reforming the 
Supreme Court, including term 
limits, an ethical code of conduct 
and expanding the court.

Right now, 43 million Americans 
are burdened by student debt, 
including 8.7 million Americans 
over 50 years old. Student debt 
is holding working families, 
communities and the economy 
back. This is also an effective way 
to help close the racial wealth gap, 
as Black college graduates owe 
an average of $25,000 more in 
student loan debt than white college 
graduates. President Biden’s 
proposal to cancel $10,000 of 
debt is a good start, but I support 
cancelling it all.

Molly Gray 
Vermont Lt. Gov. Molly Gray 

was born and raised on her family’s 
vegetable and dairy farm in South 
Newbury. She went on to compete 
as a Division I cross country skier 
at the University of Vermont. She 
interned for Sen. Patrick Leahy, 
and then after graduation worked 
for Congressman Peter Welch 
as an aide in Washington, D.C. 
While working for the International 
Committee of the Red Cross, Gray 
led field missions to Haiti, Uganda, 
Georgia, the Western Balkans and 

the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo.

Gray returned to the Green 
Mountain State and graduated from 
Vermont Law School, and received 
a master’s degree in the protection 
of vulnerable groups. She served 
as a law clerk to federal Judge 
Peter W. Hall, Vermont’s judge 
on the Second Circuit U.S. Court 
of Appeals; taught night classes 
on human rights at Vermont Law 
School; and served as an Assistant 
Attorney General. Gray resides in 
Burlington.

What in your background 
would make you a good U.S. 
representative? 

I’m the only candidate in the 
Democratic primary who has a 
legal background, has promoted 
human rights overseas, has worked 
in Congress and has served 
statewide as lieutenant governor. 
I spent a half-decade working on 
Capitol Hill — first for Rep. Peter 
Welch and then for the International 
Committee of the Red Cross, where 
I advocated for U.S. compliance 
with the Geneva Conventions and 
led field missions abroad.

Before being elected Vermont’s 
82nd lieutenant governor, I served 
statewide as a Vermont Assistant 
Attorney General. As lieutenant 
governor, I’ve worked to give 
Vermonters a voice in Montpelier 
and a seat at the table.

Furthermore, I was born on my 
family’s vegetable and dairy farm 
in South Newbury; it’s still operated 
by my family today. I’m the product 
of Vermont schools, from Newbury 
Elementary through Vermont Law 
School, and I’ve lived and worked 
in communities across Vermont.

Why should Vermonters vote 
for you? 

The diversity of challenges 
we face require a diversity of 
experience. I have the right 
experience, at the right time, to serve 
as Vermont’s Congresswoman. 

Montpelier is not Washington, 
and the Statehouse is not Congress 
— I know because I’ve worked 
in both. From housing to our 
workforce crisis to climate change, 
Vermont depends on federal 
support. I’ll be ready to deliver on 
day one.

As a trained human rights lawyer, 
I’ll help lead the charge to codify 

Democratic U.S. House of Representatives

BECCA BALINT MOLLY GRAY LOUIS MEYERS

(See Gray, Page 12A)

Democratic U.S. Senate
By WILLIAM REED

When Vermonters go to 
the polls next Tuesday for the 
Primary Election, those voting 
on the Democratic ballot will 
choose from three candidates: 
Isaac Evans-Frantz, Niki Thran 
and Peter Welch. The incumbent, 
Democratic Sen. Patrick Leahy, 
who was first elected in 1974 and 
re-elected in 2016, announced this 
past Nov. 15 that he would not seek 
re-election, making this the first 
open U.S. Senate seat in Vermont 

since 2006.
The three Democratic candidates 

each see themselves as the best 
option to take Leahy’s place. Isaac 
Evans-Frantz is a peace activist 
from Brattleboro; Niki Thran is 
a physician who grew up in New 
York City and lives in Warren; 
and Peter Welch, the current U.S. 
Representative for Vermont’s at-
large congressional district, who 
is originally from Massachusetts 
resides in Hartford.

Native Vermonter Evans-Frantz 

graduated from Brattleboro 
High School and has spent a 
considerable amount of time 
promoting legislation that 
advocates for social justice and 
human rights, such as COVID 
economic recovery, student voting 
rights, dental care resourcing for 
low-income Vermonters and anti-
war campaigns. 

As senator, Evans-Frantz hopes 
to create a quality education system 
that “invests in future generations.” 

ISAAC EVANS-FRANTZ NIKI THRAN PETER WELCH

(See Evans-Frantz, Page 12A)

Whether area residents cast their vote in the Aug. 9 Vermont Primary 
Election on the Republican ballot or the Democratic ballot, they will 
have a lot of candidates to choose from. 

Candidates for 15 offices will be on each party’s ballot with high-
profile races for most statewide offices and for four local offices. 

Read about each of the candidates in this Primary Election Guide, 
consider your options, then VOTE in the election, either in person next 
Tuesday or by dropping your mail-in ballot in the U.S. mail or at your 
town clerk’s office. Democracy doesn’t work without you!

About this Voter Guide

 YOUNG VOTERS GET their ballots before 
voting in a past election at the Middlebury 
Recreation Department gym. Voters in Vermont 
will return to the polls this Tuesday, Aug. 9, for 
this year’s Primary Election. 

Independent file photos/Trent Campbell
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fundamental rights and counteract 
this conservative Supreme Court. 

And with a war still raging 
in Ukraine and climate change 
threatening global security, we 
need leaders in Congress prepared 
to lead on foreign policy. During 
my career, including with the 
International Committee of the Red 
Cross, I’ve gained valuable foreign 
affairs experience.

Vermont only gets one 
representative in Congress — 
she needs to be ready for every 
challenge we face.

What position on an issue or 
two makes you different from 
your competitors?

I’m a pragmatic Democrat 
focused on results over rhetoric. 

For example, when it comes 
to criminal justice reform and 
public safety, I believe we should 
be able to achieve both. I do not 
support “defund the police,” and 
in Congress I’ll work to strengthen 
support for law enforcement.

When it comes to addressing 
inflation, I support a federal gas 
tax holiday, coupled with urgent 
investment in renewable energy.

However, the choice in this 
election has less to do with policy 
and more to do with experience and 
approach to leadership. 

I’ve learned working for Sen. 
Leahy and Congressman Welch that 
in order to be effective in Congress, 
you have to be willing to bridge 
divides and work quickly to build 
coalitions centered on common 
priorities. I’ll work with anyone to 
do what is right for Vermont. 

That’s how I’ve led as lieutenant 
governor, and it’s how I’ll lead in 
Congress.

Louis Meyers
Louis Meyers of South 

Burlington has been a physician 
for 30 years, and is passionate 
about making an impact on 
the health care system, which 
includes mental health advocacy. 
He has a Master’s in Social Work 
degree from Catholic University 
and graduated from George 
Washington University Medical 
School in 1996. He has worked at 
Rutland Regional Medical Center 

since 2013.
Meyers previously ran as 

an independent for lieutenant 
governor, and then became the 
Democratic candidate for the 
Chittenden District of the Vermont 
State Senate in 2016.

What in your background 
would make you a good U.S. 
representative? 

I began my professional life 
as an M.S.W. social worker and 
subsequently went to medical 
school and have been a physician 
for over 29 years — 16 years in 
primary care and more than nine 
years at Rutland Regional Medical 
Center.

Both social work and medicine 
are collaborative professions, 
in which colleagues depend on 
each other to help their clients or 
patients.

As a physician, I have to help 
make life-and-death decisions on 
a regular basis, and this builds a 
certain level of both compassion 
and inner toughness. And you 
need both qualities to be a good 
congressman.

Why should Vermonters vote 
for you? 

I ask for Vermonters’ votes 
because I am ready to work as hard 
in Congress as I have as a physician 
to create and pass legislation, which 
will both save and improve lives. I 
am very much geared to being a 
work horse, and not a show horse.

What position on an issue or 
two makes you different from 
your competitors?

Molly Gray and I differ in that 
she wants to keep the F-35 in 
Burlington, and I would like to 
support the Air National Guard, 
but would advocate for different 
planes and different missions 
out of Burlington International 
Airport.

I support a five-year mandatory 
minimum sentence for any crime 
committed with a gun, and I 
believe that is something the other 
candidates would not support.

And I am less isolationist in my 
foreign policy positions. I believe 
that the United States still has a 
great role, which it must accept 
in protecting freedom and human 
dignity both inside and outside our 
borders.

Gray
(Continued from Page 11A)

He also said he will tackle 
economic reform by ensuring that 
wealthy Americans pay their “fair 
share” of taxes. Additional issues 
Evans-Frantz is looking to engage 
with, as evidenced by his vision 
of what he would do as senator, 
are make access to health care 
more equitable, mostly in terms of 
putting people’s needs above those 
of large insurance companies, and 
looking at and supporting racial 
and climate justice on a large scale. 

Niki Thran, born in New York 

City but brought up in Putney, Vt., 
obtained her B.S. from Tufts and her 
M.D. from Vanderbilt University. 
She has spent 30 years providing 
care in emergency rooms across the 
country. In 2013 her career brought 
her back to Vermont, and she 
works as an emergency physician 
at Randolph’s Gifford Hospital, 
is the EMS District 8 Medical 
Advisor and is the president of the 
Vermont Chapter of the American 
College of Emergency Physicians, 
where she is also a fellow. 

If elected to take Sen. Leahy’s 

place, Thran’s three main goals as 
senator are to advance affordable 
health care, build thriving 
communities and tackle climate 
change.

Like Thran and Evans-Frantz, 
Peter Welch, a recognized 
progressive leader, wants to tackle 
similar issues related primarily to 
climate change, healthcare reform 
and a wide range of social justice 
issues. 

Welch attended the College 
of the Holy Cross in Worcester, 
Mass., and went on to earn a law 

degree from the University of 
California, Berkeley. After law 
school, he moved to Vermont’s 
Upper Valley, where he worked 
as a public defender and started a 
small private law practice.

He was elected to the Vermont 
Senate in 1980 and later was 
selected to lead the chamber, 
becoming the first Democrat in 
Vermont’s history to hold the 
position of Senate President Pro 
Tempore. Welch has represented 
Vermonters in Congress since 
2007.

Evans-Frantz
(Continued from Page 11A)

Republican Lt. Governor

JOE BENNING

Two candidates are running for 
the Republican nomination for 
lieutenant governor, Joe Benning 
and Gregory Thayer. Reporter 
Sam Lipin wrote the following 
short biographies and asked each 
candidate the same three questions.

Joe Benning
Joe Benning has been involved in 

community action since he began 
volunteering as a camp counselor 
for mentally ill children when he 
was 11. At Lyndon State College, 
he became heavily involved in the 
college’s radio station and was 
president of the Student Senate. 
After graduating with a degree in 
Social Studies, he earned his law 
degree from Vermont Law School 
and has enjoyed a long career as a 
trial lawyer, receiving accreditation 
for his pro bono work. Benning, 
65, currently serves as a Vermont 
State Senator and lives in Lyndon 
with his wife Debbie, his two 
kids Emily and Justin, and his cat 
George. 

1. What in your background 
would make you a good 
lieutenant governor?

It is important to begin by 
identifying the three main 
responsibilities of the lieutenant 
governor. First, they moderate the 
meetings of the Senate. Second, 

they are one of three on a body 
known as the “Committee on 
Committees,” which is responsible 
for assigning each senator to their 
committee assignments and also for 
appointing chairs of each standing 
and ad hoc committee. Finally, 
should something happen where 
the governor is no longer capable 
of serving in that capacity, the 
lieutenant governor is responsible 
to take over that role.

 With respect to moderating 
Senate meetings, I know how to 
run a meeting. I’ve been Town 
Moderator in Lyndon for 10 years; 
was Chair of the Vermont Human 
Rights Commission; was President 
of the Lyndonville Rotary Club and 
Lyndon State College Foundation; 
am now the only Republican chair 
of a standing committee in the 
Senate (Senate Institutions) and 
have chaired several Joint and 
Senate ad hoc committees over 
the course of twelve years in the 
legislature. I’ve also served on 
various Joint and Senate Rules 
committees, so I know how the 
system works. I’ve also been in 
the Senate for 12 years, where I’ve 
witnessed the moderating skills of 
three different lieutenant governors 
(Scott, Zuckerman and Gray).

With respect to making 
committee appointments, I know 
the players. I’ve seen, over the 

GREGORY THAYER

course of my 12-year tenure, 
how they work together and who 
has the best skills when running 
committees. 

 With respect to taking over the 
role of the governor, I have worked 
with and for Gov. Phil Scott for 12 
years. As former Senate Minority 
Leader and current Senate 
Institutions chair, I have worked 
with his Administrative team on 
a daily basis. I’ve campaigned 
for him and have traveled around 
the state with him on campaign 
and gubernatorial appointments. 
Should something happen where 
Phil Scott is unable to continue in 
his role, my transition into his role 
would be seamless. This ability 
distinguishes me from every other 
candidate in this race, Republican 
or Democrat. 

2. Why should Vermonters 

vote for you?
First and foremost, I bring 

historical and institutional 
knowledge into the role, unmatched 
by any other candidate. 

Secondly, I am a fierce advocate 
for returning civility, integrity 
and respect to the political 
process, something I believe 
every Vermonter is yearning 
for. By nature I am a fiscal 
conservative. At a time when 
we are anticipating a recession 
and federal COVID-19 money is 
about to dry up, I appear to be the 
only candidate speaking about the 
need to help Phil Scott deliver the 
message that Vermont still faces 
an affordability crisis. I’d use the 
lieutenant governor’s position to 
help him remind legislators of 
that fact. Finally, I am a vocal 

(See Benning, Page 13A)
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Benning
(Continued from Page 12A)

proponent of all things Vermont, 
from her people and their work 
ethic, their history, and their 
green hills and silver waters. I’d 
use that office as a podium to do 
what I can to promote Vermont 
however and wherever the 
opportunity presents itself. 

3. What position on an issue 
or two makes you different from 
your competitors?

The bills I’ve advanced during 
my legislative career have a 
legacy of helping Vermonters 
and Vermont’s image. The first 
bill I signed onto back in 2011 
brought an expungement process 
to Vermont. Since that time, over 
25,000 expungement cases have 
cleaned the minor criminal records 
of those who made mistakes years 
ago. 

Money I secured into the Capital 
Bill is right now being used to 
complete infrastructure projects 
along the Lamoille Valley Rail 
Trail, which will bring tremendous 
economic and recreational 
opportunities across a 93-mile 
long section of Vermont. Women 
with dense breast tissue now have 
a law requiring their doctors to go 
beyond a simple mammogram in 
the search for breast cancer. The 
so-called “Chittenden Six-Pack” 

in the State Senate, a district well 
out of compliance with national 
norms, has finally been broken up 
into three districts. 

Vermont has a Latin Motto: 
Stella Quarta Decima Fulgeat 
(May the 14th Star Shine Bright). 
Cannabis has been legalized and 
a regulated tax and sale system 
is currently under construction. 
Vermont successfully placed 
a Vermont roadside historical 
marker honoring Vermont Civil 
War troops on the soil of Virginia. 
Due process of law is a component 
of Vermont’s “Red Flag Law.” No 
other candidate for this position 
can claim this kind of track record. 
No other candidate has more time 
in the Vermont State Senate or has 
served in a caucus leadership role.

Gregory Thayer
Gregory Thayer, born and raised 

in Rutland, is a 4th generation 
Vermonter. After receiving a 
master’s degree in Business 
Administration Accounting, Thayer 
has had a long career both in civic 
duty — serving on the Rutland City 
Board of Aldermen, the Rutland 
Downtown Partnership and the 
Rutland Redevelopment Authority, 
among other — and in banking and 
finance — managing Helene’s Store 

& Deli before a 20-year career with 
Bank of America and Citibank. In 
addition to campaigning around 
the state, Thayer currently works 
as a financial accountant and tax 
advisor. 

He has said publicly that he went 
to Washington, D.C., on Jan. 6, 
2021, to protest but he did not go 
into the capitol building. 

The 59-year-old lives in Rutland 
still today with his partner Tammy 
Lancour. 

1. What in your background 
would make you a good 
lieutenant governor? 

I’m a Vermont resident with 
over 35 years of professional 
business experience and I have 
been involved in both local and 
Vermont politics for over 25 years. 
I served on the Rutland Board of 
Aldermen, and in various City of 
Rutland Committees and non-
profit organization doing work 
with many people with diverse 
backgrounds. Also, I have raised 
four awesome children and that 
prepares you for everything. Also, 
I’m a Constitutionalist I support 
your rights embodied in that 
cherished document. 

2. Why should Vermonters 
vote for you?

Because I’m a sound listener 
that gets results building coalitions 

with all people! Further, I have the 
experience, integrity, openness, 
transparency, honesty, and 
professionalism to do the best job 
for all Vermonters. People like me, 
I’m not arrogant, I’m approachable 
and I’m real like them. My personal 
traits are beyond reproach. I will 
fight to protect your rights and our 
Vermont and Federal constitutions. 

3. What position on an issue 
or two makes you different from 
your competitors?

I support our Constitutions and 
I will Vote “no” on Prop 5/Article 
22 and “yes” to protect your 2A/
Article 15 rights. My primary 
opponent voted twice, not once but 
two times to killing unborn babies 
and taking parents rights away 
from them. And the high cost of 
living in Vermont, the affordability 
issue. It starts with taxes and 
regulation and I would not have 
voted for the $8.3 billion state 
budget this past May. My opponent 
voted “yes” on every spending bill 
before the Legislature. He is a big 
spender that has made it very, very 
expensive to live, work and play in 
the greatest state in the union. My 
opponent is wrapped up tight in 
this high cost of living in Vermont 
because of his yes votes.

Republican 
U.S. Senate

By SHAYIQ SHAH
Running to be the Republican 

candidate for the U.S. Senate are 
three Vermont candidates with 
different backgrounds and who are 
passionate about different issues. 

The first is Gerald Malloy, 
who is a veteran and is “deeply 
concerned with the direction” the 
United States is headed in. 

Malloy, 60, graduated from 
West Point in 1984 with a BS/
Political Science and served as an 
active-duty field officer. During his 
22 years of service in the Army, 
Malloy held leaderships positions 
while deployed in Germany, 
Korea, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Kuwait, 
Jordan, Canada and the U.S. He 

CHRISTINA NOLANMYERS MERMELGERALD MALLOY

retired in 2006 as a major with 
an Honorable Discharge, having 
earned the Bronze Star and seven 
meritorious service medals. Since 
2011, Malloy has been active in 
business management and has run 
small and large businesses. He 

lives in Wethersfield in Windsor 
County.

Malloy prioritizes economic 
prosperity and emphasizes the 
importance of tackling the $30 
trillion U.S. debt by reducing the 
size of the federal government. He 

takes a strong stance on all illegal 
immigration and is concerned 
about the volumes of the chemical 
Fentanyl coming from China into 
the U.S. He considers himself 
“pro-life” and supports taking the 

(See Malloy, Page 15A)

By KATIE FUTTERMAN
Upon TJ Donovan’s sudden 

announcement this spring that he 
would not seek re-election for his 
post as Vermont attorney general, 
Democrats Charity Clark and Rory 
Thibault swiftly swooped in to run 
for the office. 

The attorney general is the chief 
law enforcement officer of the 
state, which means that person 
enforces, defends and protects 
Vermont laws and, by extension, 
Vermont citizens. Both candidates 
largely agree on key aspects of 
the Democratic platform, from 
reproductive rights to climate 
goals, as well as criminal justice 
reform. Main differences lie in 
Thibault’s advocacy for the role 
of the attorney general in court, 
whereas Clark does not believe 
that to be the appropriate role. 
Moreover, Thibault has argued for 
a special or independent prosecutor 
to step into matters of allegations 
of police misconduct and to 
help bolster public trust in law 
enforcement, while Clark does not 
believe that to be a good idea, and 
instead says it should be left to the 
offices and prosecutors. 

Clark has already sat close to 
the office, serving as Donovan’s 
chief of staff from 2018 until this 
past May. She grew up stocking 
the shelves and working the cash 
register at her family’s grocery 
store in southern Vermont and 
attended the University of 
Vermont. Clark was first a policy 

analyst at the Vermont Governor’s 
Office, and then graduated from 
Boston College Law School. She 
then became the Assistant Attorney 
General in the Public Protection 
Division in 2014 before assuming 
her chief of staff position for the 
AG. 

Outside of her work, the 
Williston resident prides herself 
in her community involvement, 
serving as the chair of the board 
of her town library and a member 
on the boards of First Unitarian 
Universalist Society of Burlington 
and Burr & Burton Academy. 
In 2018, Clark helped found the 
Junior League of Champlain 
Valley’s Diaper Bank, which has 
distributed over a million diapers 
statewide to families in need. If 
elected, Clark would be the first 
female attorney general. 

Although Thibault was born and 
raised in Connecticut, he describes 
Vermont as home for him, as 
he spent a lot of time visiting 
his grandparents in Vermont 
growing up. He graduated from 
the University of Richmond on 
an Army ROTC scholarship and 
Vermont Law School in 2007. 
Afterwards, he became a judge 
advocate for the U.S. Army, 
traveling from place to place. 

Thibault was hired as a deputy 
state’s attorney for Washington 
County in June 2016 and was 
promoted to chief deputy shortly 
thereafter. In October 2017 

RORY THIBAULTCHARITY CLARK

Dem. Attorney General

(See Thibault, Page 15A)

Vote for 
Michael 
Elmore,

the 
candidate 
who is . . .

Paid for by Michael Elmore for Sheriff, PO Box 220, Vergennes, VT 05491

Accomplished
• 4-year college degree in Criminal Justice
• Received the Gaiotti Award for honesty, loyalty, and enthusiasm for the Law 
Enforcement Profession
• Addison County Law Enforcement Officer of the Year in 2020

Certified
• As the only currently certified police officer running for Sheriff, I am ready 
and able to lead the department in serving Addison County.

Fair
• No matter who you are or what political party you choose, I am here to serve 
all of Addison County. 

Cornwall - Goshen - Leicester - Ripton - Salisbury 

Why we support
PETER CONLON for VT House

“Peter’s command of Addison County issues 
and state political workings is excellent. 

He listens and has an amazing ability to work 
with people. I’ve seen him work with citizens on 
all manner of local concerns”

-  Bill Mathis of Goshen
Former RNeSU superintendent, current OVSD 

board member, town moderator

“We appreciate Peter’s open thinking to 
challenging issues, and ability to build 

consensus. We have watched Peter clearly distill 
complex problems and, when necessary, find 
compromise. That is the kind of skill we need in 
Montpelier.”

-  David and Magna Dodge of Cornwall

“Peter knows our communities. From 15 
years covering our towns for our local 

paper, to school board service, to representing 
us well in the Legislature for thepast six years, 
we look forward to once again voting for Peter.”

-  Jen and John Nuceder of Salisbury
Longtime community volunteers

Paid for by Conlon for House, P.O. Box 886, Middlebury, VT 05753

conlonforhouse.com

“Peter is a strong voice advocating for our 
rural communities in Montpelier, especially 

complex areas such as education finance, 
broadband expansion, affordable housing and 
rural economic development.”

-  Speaker of the House Jill Krowinski
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Paid for by Tim L-D for Vermont. 221 Barre St. #B202, Montpelier, VT 05602.

Tim Lueders-Dumont
for Addison County State’s Attorney

Early voting has begun for the Early voting has begun for the 
Vermont Democratic Primary, August 9th!Vermont Democratic Primary, August 9th!

Visit Visit www.timldvermont.comwww.timldvermont.com  to learn more.to learn more.

Tim has a decade of Vermont-specific government and legal 
experience including as a Deputy State's Attorney. He is an empathetic 
and community outcomes-based prosecutor with a focus on harm 
reduction and accountability - a proactive approach to public safety.

Tim’s Priorities:
• Countywide strategic plan for public safety.
• Mental health training for State’s Attorney’s Office staff and 
law enforcement partners.
• Strong and protective “fair and impartial policing” policy.
• Starting up a substance abuse treatment court in Addison 
County, emphasizing treatment rather than a punitive 
response. 
• Multi-pronged Environmental and Climate Justice Action 
Plan and policy.
• Expand CJC and Diversion programming.
• Law enforcement accountability. 

VOTE MOLLY GRAY
FOR CONGRESS

Paid for by Molly for Vermont        70 S. Winooski Ave, Unit 221, Burlington Vermont 05401

ENDORSED BY:
Governors Madeleine Kunin and Howard Dean,
Marcelle Leahy, five major unions including the VSEA,
Matt Whitcomb, Rep. Mary Howard, Ian Sullivan, 
Daron Raleigh, Deputy State’s Attorney Ian Sullivan 
and Alderman Matt Whitcomb and over 150 community 
leaders across Vermont. 

In Congress, Molly will champion:
✓ WORKFORCE - Federal investment in a 21st-century 

workforce.

✓ CAREGIVING - National paid family and medical 
leave and affordable childcare.

✓ HOUSING - New homeownership programs and 
investment in water and sewer.

✓ CLIMATE - Making electric vehicles, heat pumps, and 
home weatherization accessible to every Vermonter. 
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RON HOLMES

VOTE RON HOLMES 

“Honesty does matter” 
Paid for by Ron Holmes, 18 Court Street, Middlebury, VT   •   www.RonHolmesForSheriff.com

A proud member of the:
• National Sheriffs Association
• Shoreham Historical Society Trustee & Sustaining Member 
• Porter Hospital Auxiliary 
• Middlebury Garden Club

A proud supporter of:
• Women Safe
• Homeward Bound
• United Way Days of Caring
• HOPE

• The New England Police 
Chiefs Association

• Disabled American Veterans 
(DAV)

25 years former Addison County Deputy Sheriff

for Addison County Sheriff
in the August 9th Primary Election

Elected and served as your Addison County High Bailiff

Primary Election Voters Guide

decision away from the Supreme 
Court and passing it onto the 
“States and the People.”

Also on the GOP ballot is Myers 
Mermel, who is an investment 
banker and has run a commercial 
estate finance business based in 
New York City for the past 35 
years. Born on a U.S Navy base 
in Sasebo, Japan, Mermel claims 
to have overseen the relocation of 
300,000 high paying jobs in his 
career.

A Manchester resident, Mermel 
is a graduate of the University of 
Vermont after which he pursued 
a Master’s in American history 
from Columbia University and a 
Master’s in theology from Yale. 
Mermel’s political career began 
back when he was at UVM when 
he served as a White House intern 
under George H.W. Bush. 

Mermel believes that he is 
running an ideas-driven campaign 
that will improve the lives of all 
Vermonters. His priorities include 
stopping inflation, securing free 
broadband for all taxpayers, 
bringing Tesla to Vermont, 
affordable housing, and ensuring 
Vermont receives its fair share 
from the federal earmarks among 
other issues. 

The third horse in the race is 
the campaign run by Christina 
Nolan, al lifelong Vermonter and a 
former United States Attorney for 
the Green Mountain State. Nolan 
graduated summa cum laude from 
the University of Vermont and 
went on to earn her Juris Doctor 
degree from Boston College Law 
School.

Serving as a U.S. Attorney from 
2017-2021, Nolan claims that under 
her leadership, the U.S. Attorney’s 

Office prosecuted multiple 
multimillion-dollar fraudsters, 
including those who propagated 
the EB-5 Ponzi scheme. She 
also led the investigation against 
Purdue Pharma that resulted in an 
$8.3 billon settlement, the largest 
ever against a pharmaceutical 
manufacturer. 

Nolan has also co-chaired the 
Vermont Human Trafficking Task 
Force and was heavily involved in 
the Justice Department’s initiative 
to combat sexual harassment in 
Vermont Housing. She prioritizes 
a range of issues affecting women 
and has used the existing federal 
gun laws to charge domestic 
abusers in the past.

All three candidates will be on 
the ballot on Aug. 9 in the GOP 
primary race for U.S. Senator from 
Vermont. 

Malloy
(Continued from Page 13A)

Thibault joined the Attorney 
General’s office as an assistant 
attorney general in the Criminal 
Division. In November 2018, the 

Cabot resident was elected to a 
four-year term as Washington 
County state’s attorney, where 
he now sits. He also serves as 
a representative to the Vermont 

Sentencing Commission and on 
the Executive Board of State’s 
Attorneys, as well as the Cabot 
School Board. 

Thibault
(Continued from Page 13A)

Republican U.S. House of Representatives

LIAM MADDEN

Three candidates are running 
for the Republican nomination for 
the U.S. House of Representatives, 
Liam Madden, Anya Tynio and 
Ercka Redic. Reporter Shayiq 
Shah wrote the following short 
biographies and asked each 
candidate the same three questions.

Liam Madden
Liam Madden is the director of 

solar energy for a Vermont Home 
Energy company. The 38-year-old 
Rockingham resident joined the 
U.S Marine Corps in 2002 and rose 
to the rank of sergeant. Madden 
served in Iraq and returned 
home in 2006 being “angry and 
ashamed” for having partaken 
in such “senseless violence.” He 
claims to have realized that he and 
others had risked their lives for a 
“political class I grew to hold in 
contempt.” 

1. What in your background 
would make you a good U.S. 
representative?

I am a leader: a Marine Corps 
sergeant; the leader of the nation’s 
largest organization of anti-war 
Iraq veterans, and an entrepreneur 
who won M.I.T.’s Solve award 
for business models addressing 
sustainability. I have what is most 
important for a leader, and what I 
have not seen in any of the other 
candidates — I am willing to risk 
what is valuable to me to do what 
is right, even when it is unpopular.

2. Why should Vermonters 
vote for you?

Because experience using broken 
tools is a weak reason to vote for 
anyone, and that is the core appeal 
used by the other candidates. We 
need vision, innovation, and courage. 
I am the only candidate speaking 
about how to make government a 
fundamentally better tool for solving 
our collective problems.

3. What position on an issue 
or two makes you different from 
your competitor?

I articulate technological and 
structural changes to make the 
government free of two-party 
(elite-controlled) domination 
and corruption. I create common 
ground to both reduce gun 
violence while protecting the 
second amendment. I speak to our 
energy crisis with realities neither 
party acknowledges, and the 
economic paradigm shift we must 
democratically navigate.

Anya Tynio 
Anya Tynio serves as the 

Orleans County Committeewoman 

to the State Republican Party. She 
also fills the roles of the secretary 
and treasurer for the Charleston 
Republican Committee and as the 
Vice Chair of the Orleans County 
Republican Committee. Tynio, 
29, first ran for the U.S House in 
2018 and says she stayed active 
in politics after that. She placed 
second in the 2018 GOP Primary, 
but became the Republican 
candidate in the General Election 
when Primary Winner H. Brooke 
Paige withdrew.

She is a Christian who believes 
in the protection of the unborn 
human child and considers herself 
to be a fiscal conservative. 

1. What in your background 
would make you a good U.S. 
representative?

I currently serve as the Orleans 
County GOP Committeewoman 
and as the Vice Chair for the 
Orleans County Republican 
Committee. My background in 
business, management, marketing 
and agriculture will assist me in 
being an effective representative 
for Vermont.

2. Why should Vermonters 
vote for you?

My priorities in Washington, 
D.C., are:

• Lowering inflation and the 
cost of food, fuel, and essential 
services. 

• Defending and preserving our 
Constitutional freedoms.

• Promoting American business 
and employment to provide better 
opportunities for prosperity and 
economic stability.

• Providing for the safety 
and security of our citizens by 
securing our borders, supporting 
law enforcement, and keeping 
our military well trained and well 
equipped.

 3. What position on an issue 
or two makes you different from 
your competitor?

I differ from my opponents 
on most positions. I believe in 
upholding the Constitution as 
written, preserving the integrity of 
the party and our political process 
and I believe in the sanctity of life.

Ericka Redic 
Ericka Redic was born and 

raised in Vermont and claims to 
have made a career out of helping 
small businesses succeed. Redic 
earned an associate degree from 
Champlain College in 2001 and 
a bachelor’s degree in 2010. The 
Burlington accountant works 
closely with women recovering 

from substance abuse and continues 
to support many organizations that 
uplift marginalized, under-served 
and at-risk people. 

1. What in your background 
would make you a good U.S. 
representative?

Being born and raised in Vermont 
I was taught values like hard work, 
perseverance and acceptance. With 
a bachelor’s in Accounting from 
Champlain I have spent much of 
the last 20 years helping individuals 
and businesses achieve their goals 
and dreams. I know what America 
needs to get this economy back on 
track.

2. Why should Vermonters vote 
for you?

Vermonters should vote for me 
because I am the only candidate with 
practical, real-world experience 
dealing with the challenges facing 
our nation. Washington is spending 
the earnings of future generations 
without regard for the impact 
on working class Americans. As 
Vermont’s next congresswoman 
I will work to bring down the 
national debt and help stabilize 
the economy. We will restore our 
energy independence and help 
ensure access to mental health 
services.

3. What position on an issue 
or two makes you different from 
your competitors?

Liam Madden is admittedly not 
a Republican and has openly stated 
that he is an Independent and is 
running as an R to have access to 
primary activities.

Anya Tynio and I disagree on 
many things including the U.S. 
involvement in Ukraine and 
whether there should be a federal 
abortion ban. 

In a recent candidate forum 
with Town Meeting TV, Ms. Tynio 
suggested that the U.S. should 
be enforcing a no-fly zone over 
Ukraine (an act of war), and further 
that we should “kick our enemy 
when they are down.” I am against 
going to war with Russia. This 
administration has demonstrated its 
incompetence with the withdrawal 
from Afghanistan. I do not believe 
they have ability to be successful in 
a foreign conflict.

At a VT Grassroots candidate 
forum, Anya said she both 
supported the overturning of Roe 
vs. Wade because it is a state’s 
rights issue, and then advocated for 
a federal abortion ban. I agree that it 
is a state’s rights issue, and because 
I am a Constitutional conservative I 
am against a federal ban.

ANYA TYNIO ERICKA REDIC

Three candidates are running 
for the Democratic nomination 
for secretary of state: Sarah 
Copeland Hanzas, John Odum 
and Chris Winters. Reporter Katie 
Futterman wrote the following 
short biographies and asked each 
candidate the same three questions.

Sarah Copeland 
Hanzas 

Sarah Copeland Hanzas grew 
up in Corinth, where she spent 
dinners debating politics with 
her family. She earned degrees in 
History and Geology at UVM and 
completed her teacher training at 
Upper Valley Educators Institute. 
The Bradford resident has taught 
science and coached youth sports. 
For the past 18 years, Hanzas has 
represented Bradford, Fairlee and 
West Fairlee in the Legislature, 
where she served on the Health 
Care Committee and as House 
Majority Leader. 

Hanzas is chair of the 
Government Operations 
Committee, and has also served 
on the Executive Committee of 
the National Conference of State 
Legislatures. She and her husband 
John have three children. From 

2010 to 2021 Copeland Hanzas 
owned and operated The Local 
Buzz Cafe in Bradford.

What would make you a good 
secretary of state?

As chair of Government 
Operations, I led the legislative 
oversight of the Secretary of 
State’s office. Writing laws that 
govern the office gives me the 
best insight into the challenges 
the Secretary will face moving 
forward. I led the expansion of 
Vote-by-Mail, enacted reforms to 
increase transparency in campaign 
finance, modified our Office of 
Professional Regulation (OPR) 
laws to allow the office to work 
better for licensed professionals, 
and more. As a small business 
owner, I know how to lead an 
organization, manage personnel 
and inspire a team. This experience 
gives me an understanding of the 
challenges businesses in small 
town Vermont face. With 18 years 
of experience asking Vermonters 
for their vote, I know how to make 
government work better. I have 
listened to ideas and suggestions 
from town clerks, local officials, 
ordinary citizens, business leaders 
and licensed professionals that 
inform the policies I will enact as 
Secretary of State.

Why should vote choose you? 
I will take my 18 years 

experience to work defending 
democracy and ensuring the office 
works well for all its constituencies. 
The office should produce a voter 
guide, so Vermonters can use their 
vote-by-mail time to research the 
candidates who most closely match 
their values. We will bring back the 
town clerk advisory committee, so 
local elections administrators have 
a direct line to the office. I want to 
know how the office can support 
clerks from communities of all 
sizes in all corners of the state. I 
will open a dialog with the licensed 
professions through our OPR. I will 
ask them if their profession would 
find a geographically searchable 
database more helpful than the 
spreadsheet listing that exists now. 
Many of our professionals are 
sole proprietors, these Main Street 
businesses could benefit from a 
map listing so customers can find 
them.

What positions make you 
different from your competitors? 

Democracy is under threat. 
From misinformation about 
stolen elections to active voter 
suppression, the threats are here 
and we can’t take democracy 

Democratic Secretary of State

SARAH COPELAND HANZAS JOHN ODUM CHRIS WINTERS

(See Copeland Hanzas, Page 17A)
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EVA 
VEKOS 

Democrat for 
Addison County 
State’s Attorney

Experience matters! Your vote 
can ensure BOTH public safety 
and a fair justice system to 
Addison County.

VOTE NOW BY EARLY 
MAIL-IN BALLOT OR 
VOTE ON AUGUST 9

The race for State’s Attorney is about who is most 
qualified for the job - Eva Vekos - an experienced 

litigator who knows what it takes.
We can make Addison County a safer, fairer 

and more compassionate place for everyone. 
I ask for your vote on August 9.

Here is how my decades of experience 
will bring progressive policies, reduce 
court backog, and keep violent and 
repeat offenders off the streets:

Learn more at: www.evapvekos.com

I am Eva Vekos, a Middlebury attorney 
and public defender in Addison County.

I’ve practiced law in the criminal and family 
courts for 25 years, defending kids and the 
most vulnerable.

I would be honored to use my experience 
to serve the people of Addison County.

Paid for by Vekos for State’s Attorney

Refocus on dangerous criminals

Diversion for non-violent cases

Be a better partner to law enforcement

Support full mental health and domestic 
violence services

Stop criminalizing poverty and 
addiction

✓

✓
✓
✓

✓

The race for State’s Attorney is about who is most qualified for the job - Eva Vekos 
- an experienced litigator who knows what it takes.

Experience matters! 
Your vote can ensure 
BOTH public safety and 
a fair justice system to 
Addison County

VOTE NOW BY EARLY 
MAIL-IN BALLOT OR 
VOTE ON AUGUST 9

EVA 

VEKOS
Democrat for 

Addison County 
State’s Attorney
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Copeland Hanzas
(Continued from Page 15A)

for granted. I would reinstate 
the Education and Outreach 
coordinator, which existed under 
Secretary Markowitz. This is a 
person who will help develop civics 
curriculum for our school teachers. 
We also must recognize that 
we’ve missed a whole generation 
of Vermonters who didn’t have 
civics in school. So I would go out 
on a Democracy Tour, engaging 
with Vermonters in communities 
across the state. When people 
don’t understand how our elections 
work, they’re more susceptible 
to misinformation about stolen 
elections. 

John Odum 
John Odum is the city clerk for 

Montpelier, where he has lived 
for 26 years with his wife and two 
sons. He serves on the Advisory 
Board of the Cyber Policy Initiative 
at the University of Chicago Harris 
Public Policy School, and presents 
at the annual “Voting Village” at 
the DEFCON international hacker 
conference. Previously, Odum was 
the technology director for the 
Vermont Democratic Party, as well 
as Washington County Democratic 
Chair. He was a political organizer 
for Bernie Sanders’s 1998 
campaign, and the statewide 
field director for the Clavelle 
for Governor campaign. Odum 
founded and published the political 
blog Green Mountain Daily.

What would make you a good 
secretary of state?

First, my experience as a 10-year 
elected city clerk. Town clerks work 
on most aspects of the Secretary of 
State’s duties (elections, archives, 
licensing) on a neighbor-to-
neighbor, hands-on level. I am 
a Certified Municipal Clerk and 
also hold a certificate in Election 
Administration from the University 
of Minnesota’s Humphrey School 
of Public Affairs. I’m also an 
expert in election cybersecurity; 
I am a Certified Ethical Hacker 
and Certified Network Defense 
Architect and serve on the Advisory 
Board of the University of 
Chicago’s Harris School of Public 
Policy Cyber Policy Initiative. 
Also, my work in nonprofits such 
as Planned Parenthood and VNRC 
very much informs my vision for 
the office. I would bring a uniquely 
effective skillset, background and 
perspective to the job.

Why should vote choose you? 
I offer a unique approach to, 

and perspective on, the office. 
For one, I would like to see the 
Office of Professional Regulation 
leveraged to promote professional 
development training in anti-
racist, LGBTQIA+ supportive and 
environmental issues. Second, 
I would take election security 
to the next level by embracing 
“open source” development of 
critical systems like voter rolls and 
election management (open source 
is collaborative, non-corporate, and 

could be cheaper and more secure 
than regular third-party vendors). 
I would also use the office as a 
central hub to fight disinformation 
campaigns by connecting clerks 
to the Department of Homeland 
Security (and vice versa). I would 
also provide clerks with the 
dedicated hardware and training 
necessary to secure elections 
locally against cyber and physical 
threats. I would also support efforts 
in communities to expand local 
democracy (through non-citizen 
voting and 16-17-year-old voting).

What positions make you 
different from your competitors? 

I believe the Office of 
Professional Regulation presents 
incredible opportunities to promote 
Vermont values by encouraging 
targeted professional development 
programs to licensees and 
businesses in every community 
in the state. Licensees completing 
social justice or environmental 
trainings could be promoted by the 
Secretary of State. Such a program 
would also give the Secretary of 
State themself a position to support 
such issues. 

I would also not be standoffish 
on local efforts to bring non-citizen 
voting and 16-17-year-old voting 
to local community elections, but 
instead actively provide support and 
resources to those communities. 
I would also immediately work 
to move towards Ranked Choice 
Voting for all statewide elections 
and provide support to communities 
that want to do so locally. I would 
bring together stakeholders (voters, 
clerks, advocates, and clerks in 
Maine which has been using the 
system) for town hall meetings on 
the subject across Vermont.

Chris Winters 
Deputy Secretary of State Chris 

Winters was the first in his family 
to go to college. He earned criminal 
justice and law degrees, and 
graduated from Snelling Center’s 
Vermont Leadership Institute and 
the Council of State Government’s 
Eastern Leadership Academy. 
Winters opened a law office in 
Barre, and was offered a job at the 
Secretary of State’s office 25 years 
ago. He served several years as 
counsel to licensing boards, and was 
promoted to Director of the Office 
of Professional Regulation (OPR). 
Now Winters is in charge of HR 
and IT at the Secretary of State’s 
Office, leads the annual legislative 
agenda, heads up communications 
and started the office Twitter 
account and Facebook page.

The father of four, Winters and 
his wife, Sarah, reside in Berlin.

What would make you a good 
secretary of state?

I have been Deputy Secretary 
of State to Jim Condos for the last 
seven years and have served in the 
office for 25. I worked my way up 
from junior attorney to director of 
the agency’s largest division, the 
Office of Professional Regulation 

and then deputy, where I oversee 
all aspects of the office, including 
elections, professional regulation, 
business registration and archives. 
I also oversee HR, IT, the budget 
and legislative agenda. I’m the 
acting secretary when Jim Condos 
is not available. 

I have a record of results, 
including proposing and 
implementing a vote by mail 
system under extremely difficult 
conditions, leading to record voter 
turnout during a pandemic. I’m 
proud of my work and passionate 
about serving Vermonters. I’ll 
bring stability and continuity to 
this important office to face today’s 
challenges. I’m the only candidate 
who will hit the ground running 
and be ready to lead on day one.

Why should vote choose you? 
I am endorsed by the last two 

very successful secretaries of state, 
Jim Condos and Deb Markowitz. I 
have been on the leadership team 
for both, building and leading an 
office known for its efficiency, 
transparency and responsiveness.

Today, democracy is under fire. 
Election integrity is being shaken 
through disinformation. Here in 
Vermont, we have held the line 
and pushed back, increasing voting 
access while maintaining integrity. 
I’ll use my experience to stand up 
to the attacks, threats, intimidation 
and misinformation. 

We are incredibly fortunate 
to have the voting access, civil 
discourse and direct access to 
our government that we have 
here in Vermont. As deputy 
secretary, I have been advocating 
for and working to preserve these 
principles. As Secretary of State, 
you can count on me to continue 
to fight for these ideals, uphold our 
successes and build on them with 
fresh ideas. 

What positions make you 
different from your competitors? 

I strongly believe in transparency 
as the key to rebuilding public trust 
at a time when many are rightly 
questioning the effectiveness or 
motives of government. I have 
traveled the state with Secretary 
Condos on the “Transparency 
Tour,” for years, educating 
hundreds of Vermonters about 
their Constitutional Right to Know 
under the open meeting and public 
record laws.

Open government is good 
government and leads to more 
accountability and greater trust. 
As the lawyer who has assisted 
Vermonters, agencies and 
municipalities with these questions 
for years, I understand how 
important this issue is and am the 
only one talking about it on the 
campaign trail. 

I will continue the Transparency 
Tour in some form, and will be a 
strong advocate for Vermonters on 
this issue, even though that does not 
always make me popular among 
my colleagues in other agencies or 
in the legislature.

Democratic Lt. Governor

CHARLIE KIMBELL  PATRICIA PRESTON KITTY TOLL

DAVID ZUCKERMAN

Four candidates are running 
for the Democratic nomination 
for lieutenant governor: Charlie 
Kimbell, Patricia Preston, Kitty 
Toll and David Zuckerman. 
Reporter William Reed wrote the 
following short biographies and 
asked each candidate the same 
three questions.

Charlie Kimbell
Charlie Kimbell was born 

and raised in St. Albans and 
Brownsville. He graduated from 
Woodstock Union High School and 
then UVM. He worked at Vermont 
National Bank and Wild Apple 
Graphics, an art publishing and 
licensing company in Woodstock 
where he eventually became chief 
strategy officer and the director of 
licensing. 

He started Kimbell Enterprises 
in 2007 to provide marketing 
consulting to growing businesses. 
Kimbell joined Manufacturing 
Information Systems Inc. in 
Woodstock in 2010 as director of 
marketing and later became VP of 
sales and marketing. 

The Woodstock resident served 
four years as village trustee. In 
2009 Kimbell was appointed 
to the Woodstock Economic 
Development Commission and 
served as chairman; he left the 

commission in 2020. Kimbell was 
elected to the Vermont House in 
2016, and was re-elected in 2018 
and 2020. He is married to Carolyn 
Riehl of Woodstock with whom he 
has three children. 

What would make you a good 
lieutenant governor?

I’ve led many businesses and 
organizations over the past 30 years, 
working with individuals to create 
a shared vision and strategic plan. 
Whether it was the local Economic 
Development Commission, a 
software development company, or 
a large running race, I’ve been able 
to work with others to accomplish 
the goals we established. As the 
co-leader of the Rural Caucus in 
the Vermont House, I have been 
able to bring people together 
from different parties along their 
common interests and move 
legislation forward.

Why should voter choose you?
I am a moderate Democrat, 

with extensive experience 
both in and out of government, 
working towards practical and 
pragmatic solutions to Vermont’s 
biggest challenges: workforce 
development, housing, childcare 
and rural vitality. During my 
current term in the state legislature, 
I was able to shape and pass a 
major workforce development and 
economic recovery package which 

will help everyone in the state. 
I am committed to the Vermont 
political tradition of self-reliance, 
social justice, Yankee frugality and 
environmental stewardship. I grew 
up in St. Albans and have lived or 
worked throughout the state, so I 
understand the issues that affect 
each region, from the smallest 
towns to the largest.

What positions make you 
different from your competitor?

I believe the solution to reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions in 
Vermont is a workforce issue. Our 
stated goal is to weatherize 90,000 
homes to reduce the amount of fuel 
oil that is consumed. At the current 
pace of 1,500 to 2,500 homes per 
year, we won’t meet our goal for 
36-60 years! We need to increase 

(See Kimbell, Page 18A)
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WENDY HARLIN

PETER CONLON

By JOHN FLOWERS
RIPTON — Just seven years ago, 

Wendy Harlin and her family were 
living in Nashville, Tenn., home to 
the Grand Ole Opry.

But in 2016, they traded the 
country ham, honky tonks and 
country music of the Volunteer 
State for the snow, sugarhouses and 
Robert Frost Interpretive Trail of 
Ripton, Vt.

To say that Harlin has embraced 
her adoptive town would be an 
understatement. She recently joined 
the Ripton School District board and 
is now hoping to represent the town 
— along with four other nearby 
communities — in Montpelier, as 
a member of the Vermont House of 

Representatives.
“One of the things I love about 

Ripton and Vermont in general is 
there is a call to civic duty,” she 
said of her sudden foray into state 
and local politics. “There’s more 
of a sense of personal and civic 
responsibility in a small town in a 
small state, where you see a problem 
and don’t expect someone else to 
take care of it. You just figure out a 
way to take care of it, and do it.”

Harlin, 53, is challenging 
incumbent and fellow Democrat 
Rep. Peter Conlon of Cornwall, 
for a two-year term representing 
the Addison-2 House district that 
encompasses Salisbury, Cornwall, 
Ripton, Leicester and Goshen. 

Addison 2 State Rep. - Peter Conlon

The pair will square off in an Aug. 
(See Harlin, Page 18A)

By JOHN FLOWERS
CORNWALL — Rep. Peter 

Conlon, D-Cornwall, has 
experienced a lot during his six years 
representing the Addison-2 district 
in the Vermont House.

Special sessions. Vetoes. Building 
coalitions. Sponsoring and passing 
bills. Legislating during a pandemic.

This year, Conlon is finding out, 
for the first time, what it’s like to be 
involved in a contested election.

While Ripton’s Mac Cox mounted 
a write-in campaign for Addison-2 
during the 2020 election, Conlon this 
year faces his first formal opponent, 
and it comes from his own party. 

Ripton Democrat Wendy Harlin 
and Conlon will square off in an 

Aug. 9 primary election. And it 
could be winner-take-all, as no 
Republicans, independents or minor 
party candidates have so far surfaced 
to run in the general election.

“I feel my record as a Democrat 
in the House is rock solid, so I 
was somewhat surprised to face a 
challenge within the party,” Conlon, 
58, said. “But anything that sparks 
voter interest in our Legislature is 
welcome.”

The Addison-2 House district 
encompasses the towns of Cornwall, 
Goshen, Leicester, Ripton and 
Salisbury.

Harlin, a member of the Ripton 
School District board, cited Conlon’s 
association with H.727 — a bill that 

updates how union school districts 
(See Conlon, Page 19A)
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the labor force to do this important, 
but difficult, work. We have the 
money to do the work, but we 
don’t have the staff to do it. That is 
one of the areas I would focus on to 
combat climate change.

Patricia Preston
Patricia Preston was born and 

raised in Randolph Center. She 
earned a degree in Secondary 
Education from UVM, using it to 
become an educator in Vermont and 
abroad. She obtained a master’s in 
International Education and later 
worked in nonprofit and international 
positions, including teaching and 
developing curriculum in Tanzania 
and Guatemala. 

In 2014, she returned to Vermont 
and began working with the Vermont 
Council on World Affairs. The 
Burlington resident has served as the 
executive director of the Vermont 
Council on World Affairs, a nonprofit 
dedicated to improving Vermont. 

What would make you a good 
lieutenant governor?

 My family has been in Vermont 
for four generations. Growing up 
on a family-run dairy farm instilled 
a deep respect for our land, our 
communities and the work ethic that 
helped build this state. Working as 
president and CEO of the Vermont 
Council on World Affairs for the 
past decade provided me with the 
knowledge and experience required 
to serve as lieutenant governor. 
Overseeing federal funding instilled 
a sense of fiscal responsibility and 
the ability to maximize impact 
while spending economically. 
Consequently, the organization 
increased its revenue by 130 percent 
under my leadership.

Why should voter choose you?
We need leaders with a true 

understanding of the multiple crises 
facing Vermonters. I will find 
solutions with the same scrappy and 
innovative spirit that sparked a 130 
percent growth in revenue at the 
VCWA. Unlike my opponents, I’m 
a political outsider who represents a 
generation able to confront modern 
challenges with modern ideas. My 
experience at the VCWA has taught 
me the value of facilitating civil 
discourse amongst Vermonters of all 
backgrounds. In doing so, I gained 
a broad understanding of affairs 
ranging in scope from hyper-local 
to global through the eyes of a broad 
set of Vermonters. My ability to 
facilitate conversations by drawing 
on multiple perspectives will 
prove invaluable as I work towards 
dismantling divisions that prevent 
effective legislation from being 
passed in Montpelier. As a member 
of the next generation of leaders, I 
can speak for my peers, who deserve 
assurance that they will be able to 
afford raising their families in the 
state they love. As a woman, I feel 
the urgency to keep Vermont safe for 
all women. Most of all, as a lifelong 
Vermonter, I know how critical 
protecting our environment is. We 
are the Green Mountain state and 
as lieutenant governor I will fight 
tenaciously to preserve that identity.

What positions make you 
different from your competitor?

When I speak about the housing 
crisis, I speak of it personally. My 
perspective is informed by my 
ongoing personal struggle to find an 
affordable home in Vermont. Just 
like many Vermonters I am not only 
reading about the crisis, I am actively 
living it. When I speak about the 
environment, I do so with the voice 
of a generation that inherited a ticking 
time bomb. I genuinely fear what our 
planet will look like in 20 years and 
will act with an urgency appropriate 
to the catastrophic consequences my 
generation is soon to face. When I 
speak about childcare, I speak from 
the perspective of a working woman 
who is excited to have a family. 
Still, worries about the financial 
and professional impact doing so 
may have in a state with limited 
affordable childcare and family 
support resources.

Kitty Toll
Kitty Toll graduated from 

Danville High School in 1977 and 
then completed her B.S. in Political 
Science and Secondary Education 
at Lyndon State College. She 

earned a Master of Education at 
UVM. Toll then worked as a public 
educator for 14 years in Gilman, 
Charleston and St. Johnsbury. 

In 2008, Toll was elected to 
the Vermont House representing 
Cabot, Danville and Peacham. 
She served on the Agriculture and 
Appropriations committees and 
rose to chair the Appropriations 
Committee. She was selected to be 
a Henry Toll Fellow of the Council 
of State Governments, a member of 
the Council of State Governments 
Eastern Leadership Academy and 
a member of the Council of State 
Governments Future of Work 
National Task Force. She’s been a 
UVM trustee since 2021. 

Toll lives in Danville and is 
married to Abel Toll, with whom 
she has two daughters. 

What would make you a good 
lieutenant governor?

I’ve dedicated my life to public 
service and creating a brighter 
future for the next generation. 
For 14 years, I taught middle 
school in the Northeast Kingdom. 
For 12 years, I represented 
the Northeast Kingdom in the 
legislature, representing the towns 
of Danville, Cabot and Peacham. 
During my time in the legislature, 
I spent four years as chair of 
House Appropriations. I united 
Republicans, Democrats and 
Progressives to balance the state 
budget and address the needs of 
Vermont businesses, schools and 
families. This gave me a thorough 
understanding of our state’s 
greatest challenges and enabled 
me to develop relationships with 
members of the legislature and 
the governor. If elected lieutenant 
governor, I know I can use these 
relationships and my detailed 
budgeting experience to give the 
office real value and purpose.

Why should voter choose you?
Traditionally, the job of 

lieutenant governor has been seen 
mainly as ceremonial. I want 
to change that. I will add value 
to the role through my insight 
into our state’s challenges and 
through my knowledge of the 
budget and my relationships with 
legislators and key members of 
the administration in Montpelier. 
I am a consensus builder. I 
know the intricacies of our state 
government and the budgets of all 
agencies and departments as well 
as their individual challenges. The 
experience and the skills I gained in 
the legislature set me apart from the 
other candidates. I’ve had to make 
very difficult funding decisions, 
I’ve worked closely with the Scott 
administration, I’ve collaborated 
closely with all House committees, 
and I’ve negotiated final budgets 
with the Senate. I know I can be a 
strong voice for Vermonters and an 
active working participant in our 
state government to address our 
most pressing issues, from climate 
action and broadband access to 
ensuring we have accessible, 
affordable childcare and housing.

What positions make you 
different from your competitor?

An important difference that sets 
me apart from the other candidates 
is my strong belief that the state 
budget is a moral document and 
not a political document. As 
chair of House Appropriations, 
I changed the narrative. It was 
critical to me that the budget 
expressed our shared values, and 
that every budget was passed out 
by the Appropriations Committee 
with unanimous approval. Most 
important, at a time when our 
democracy is under threat, I 
believe we must do everything we 
can to encourage collaboration and 
respectful dialogue across party 
lines. I have a proven record of 
working with others, regardless 
of party, to serve Vermonters. 
If elected, I will continue this 
valuable work to uphold our 
democratic institutions.

David 
Zuckerman

David Zuckerman graduated 
from high school in Brookline, 
Mass., in 1989 and earned a 
B.A. in environmental studies 
from UVM in 1995. Zuckerman 
served on the Burlington Electric 

Commission and in 1996 won a 
seat in the Vermont House, where 
he served until 2011. In the House, 
he served on the Natural Resources 
and Energy Committee as well as 
on the Agriculture Committee, 
eventually becoming the chair. 

Zuckerman, a Hinesburg 
resident, won a seat in the 
State Senate in 2012. In 2016 
he ran for lieutenant governor 
as a Progressive, received the 
Democratic Party nomination too, 
and won. He was re-elected in 
2018. He was the first Progressive 
to win statewide office. In 2020 
Zuckerman ran for governor with 
support of both the Progressive 
and Democratic parties and lost to 
incumbent Gov. Phil Scott.

Beginning in 1999, Zuckerman 
and his wife, Rachel Nevitt, built 
a successful organic farm in 
Burlington’s Intervale. In 2009 
they moved the farm to Hinesburg.

What would make you a good 
lieutenant governor?

My combined life experience 
as a farmer, father, small business 
owner and my public service 
of 22 years collaborating with 
Vermonters as lieutenant governor 
and state legislator uniquely qualify 
me to be your next lieutenant 
governor. I have fought on behalf 
of everyday Vermonters by leading 
on marriage equality, raising the 
minimum wage, cannabis reform, 
affordable housing, universal 
healthcare and so much more. As 
a small business owner, I have 
balanced production, marketing, 
management and paying bills. 
As a public servant, I traveled 
the state to listen to Vermonters’ 
concerns and struggles. I used the 
position to uplift the voices of our 
marginalized communities, our 
labor unions, climate activists and 
every day struggling Vermonters. 
In my tenure as lieutenant governor, 
I was able to use the office to help 
Vermonters navigate our political 
system to become more effective 
advocates for themselves and the 
issues they care about.

Why should voter choose you?
Throughout my time as a public 

servant, I have collaborated with 
advocates, organizations, and 
everyday Vermonters from around 
the state to make progress on 
issues that have deep impacts on 
peoples’ lives. I have effectively 
looked beyond the 2-year election 
cycle to successfully take on 
major issues that Vermonters were 
concerned about such as affordable 
housing, childcare, raising the 
minimum wage, workers’ rights, 
clean water, the climate crisis, 
marriage equality, cannabis 
reform, universal healthcare and 
more. I have received every union 
and environmental organization 
endorsement; the Vermont 
State Employees Association, 
the Professional Firefighters of 
Vermont, American Federation 
of Teachers (and nurses), AFL-
CIO, AFSCME 93, Sheetmetal 
Workers, Vermont Conservation 
Voters, Sunrise Montpelier, 
Rights and Democracy, VPIRG 
Votes and Vermont Sierra Club. 
It is my passion for economic, 
environmental and social issues, 
combined with my strong work 
ethic that has earned me this 
support. I hope to earn yours as 
well.

What positions make you 
different from your competitor?

I became an organic regenerative 
farmer to rebuild our soil, protect 
our water, reduce the use of toxic 
poisons and to sequester carbon. 
I am the only candidate to have 
earned either the Legislator of 
the Year award from Renewable 
Energy Vermont or VNRC. As a 
father of a 16-year-old, I constantly 
think about what the climate and 
economy will be like for her, your 
children or grandchildren over the 
next 50 years. With that at my core, 
as your next Lieutenant Governor I 
will continue to center the climate 
crisis and economic opportunity 
in my advocacy and work. We 
must reduce our carbon emissions, 
sequester carbon and expand clean 
energy production while building 
an economy that no longer leaves 
half of our citizens living paycheck 
to paycheck.

9 primary. At this point, no other 
candidates have filed to run for 
the Addison-2 post in the Nov. 8 
General Election.

Harlin — a self-employed 
“project planner” — admits that just 
prior to her family’s move to Ripton, 
she had no plans to even enroll her 
children at Ripton Elementary, let 
alone join its board of directors. And 
running for the state Legislature 
wasn’t even a remote consideration.

But a visit to Ripton Elementary 
soon after their arrival changed 
everything. The school and its staff 
were welcoming, to the point where 
Harlin and her spouse, Matt Flinner, 
felt comfortable enrolling their two 
youngest children there, instead of 
continuing to homeschool them.

“It’s definitely changed our 
dynamic here,” she said. “We 
found our community immediately 
by entering the Ripton school. We 
feel like we may have had a very 
different experience moving here 
had we not had the local school.”

And that’s at the heart of why 
Harlin joined the local school board 
and a major reason for her House 
candidacy. Ripton is in the process 
of breaking away from the Addison 
Central School District in an effort 
to preserve its elementary school, 
which is one of the smallest in the 
district and was a candidate for 
closure under the union district.

She is opposed to recently passed 
legislation (like Act 46 and H.727) 
that she said make it harder for 
small rural schools, like Ripton’s, 
to remain open. And she hopes to 
unseat Conlon, whom she believes 
hasn’t proven to be an ally — both 
in the Legislature and the Addison 
Central School District board — for 
keeping rural schools open.

Harlin said she tried to recruit like-
minded friends and acquaintances to 

run against Conlon, people she said 
were younger and more extroverted 
than herself. When she found no 
takers, she decided to do it herself, 
believing Conlon is in line to chair 
the House Education Committee if 
he’s reelected this year.

“I believe that the chair should 
be someone both pragmatic and 
inspired; someone moved to 
encourage democracy rather than 
stifle it,” she said. “I think a good 
leader must be able to revisit 
their own ideas in the face of new 
evidence, or an outcry of their 
constituents, and make adjustments 
to forge a new path ahead. In this 
case, someone who is capable 
of meeting the current needs of 
our educational system and also 
able to see beyond that. Someone 
willing to rework Act 46 (the state’s 
education governance consolidation 
law) to address its fundamental 
shortcomings and revisit the ideals 
of its original intent.”
HARLIN’S TOP ISSUES

If elected, Harlin would like to 
be placed on the House Education 
Committee, but she has other 
interests as well.

She believes Vermont’s economy, 
health care, environmental and 
education systems are all in crisis. 
Harlin supports the idea of applying 
some of its federal COVID relief 
funds to help stabilize its economy.

Increasing the state’s affordable 
housing stock and broadband 
infrastructure should also be 
legislative priorities, according to 
Harlin, while increasing access to 
quality health care is also on her 
agenda.

“We must ensure quality access 
to women’s reproductive services, 
especially with the combined hit 
of the recent SCOTUS decision 
and locally the closing of the 
Middlebury Planned Parenthood 

center,” she said.
She noted rising opioid-related 

deaths in Vermont, something she 
said could be addressed “through 
prevention, treatment and harm-
reduction measures.”

Harlin noted Vermont’s graying 
population and pointed to recent 
data from the national Alzheimer’s 
Association indicating the number of 
Vermonters living with Alzheimer’s 
or other dementias is expected to 
increase to 17,000 by 2025. With 
an abundance of vacancies at home 
health agencies, she’s concerned a 
growing number of Vermonters will 
need to provide unpaid, unsupported 
care to their loved ones suffering 
from memory loss ailments.

She said the environment deserves 
special attention.

“Unlike the other issues, the 
climate emergency is an existential 
threat,” she said. “In order to reach 
the goals set forth in Vermont’s 
Climate Action Plan, I will work 
to pass versions of the climate 
legislation vetoed by the governor 
last session: the Clean Heat 
Standard Bill and the conservation 
bill (H.606), so that we can put them 
into action.”

As a “longtime vocal advocate 
for the environment,” and for 
“human rights and social services 
for underrepresented community 
members,” Harlin said she also has 
interest in serving on the House 
Natural Resources, Fish & Wildlife 
or Human Services committees.

She’d also seek to serve on 
the Legislature’s standing Sexual 
Harassment Prevention Panel, which 
investigates sexual harassment 
claims against House members and 
staff.

“As an outspoken survivor of 
sexual assault, I would review any 
such complaint with dedication, if 
assigned to that panel,” Harlin said. 

Harlin
(Continued from Page 17A)
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Vermont Blues Retreat presents…

All-Star Faculty Concert
A rockin’ evening with Vermont’s legendary blues musicians 

Saturday, August 6   7:30 PM 
 Featuring:  Paul Asbell, Chuck Eller, Dennis Willmott, Kenny B, 

Jeff Salisbury,  Bob Stannard, Johnny Falk and Brian Hobbs

2021 Vermont Blues Retreat  Faculty Concert

for more information  www.VermontBluesRetreat.com       

Limited Seating - $40 advance, $50 door 

802-247-4295 or email info@brandon-music.net
Brandon Music
62 Country Club Road • Brandon, VT

Voters will note that on the Republican ballot there is a primary race between Jon Christiano and Zachary 
Kent for the party’s nod in the Addison-5 House district, which serves Bridport, most of New Haven and a bit of 
Middlebury. See profiles of those candidates with the rest of the Primary Voter Guide on addisonindependent.com.
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are formed and how communities 
can withdraw from them — as a 
major reason for her candidacy.

But Conlon countered, during 
a recent interview with the 
Independent, that his work on H.727 
proves his support of local control by 
communities pursuing educational 
independence.

H.727 was a rewrite of a state 
statute that hadn’t been updated 
since 1960, according to Conlon, 
and arrived in the House Education 
Committee with no language 
pertaining to withdrawing from 
union school districts — a matter 
that was left for the Legislature to 
decide. 

The panel heard abundant 
testimony from stakeholders like 
the Vermont Agency of Education 
and the State Board of Education, 
“advocating to give the state the 
power to stop a withdrawal if the 
SBE or the AOE didn’t think it was 
in the best interest of students,” 
Conlon recalled.

House Education members found 
themselves in two camps, according 
to Conlon: Those who supported 
giving the SBE and AOE veto power 
over withdrawals, and “others, like 
me, who felt that the unelected 
secretary of education shouldn’t 
have the power to thwart the will of 
the voters. I advocated very strongly 
for that position of keeping the state 
board and the AOE in an advisory 
role, only.”

House Education passed out an 
H.727 without the veto powers 
sought by the SBE and AOE. But 
the Senate-passed version of the bill 
granted those veto powers to the 
AOE and SBE, according to Conlon.

So the two bills had to be reconciled 
in a conference committee, and 
Conlon said he successfully lobbied 
for the House version that placed 
communities in the driver’s seat for 
education independence drives.

Conlon believes the ultimate 

goal of H.727 was “to improve 
transparency and accountability 
by making the withdrawal group 
a public body, subject to the Open 
Meeting Law, and to provide voters 
with far more information than was 
(previously) required.”

“When Ripton was promoting its 
withdrawal, they told folks in all the 
towns they expected to be assigned 
to another SU and were having 
substantive talks with the White 
River Valley SU. Neither of those 
things came to be, and no one knew 
that until long after the public votes 
had taken place. That was a key bit 
of information voters didn’t have 
(prior to going to the polls).”

Conlon said he’s proud of his 
advocacy for towns’ rights when 
it came to H.727, and reported 
receiving two messages of thanks 
from the Ripton School board and 
another from a lawyer representing 
Lincoln’s withdrawal bid from the 
Mount Abe Unified School District.

Conlon acknowledged the ACSD 
board, during his leadership, began 
exploring potential remedies for 
declining enrollment, rising school 
costs and deteriorating school 
buildings. One of the ideas floated 
centered on reducing the district’s 
count of seven elementary schools 
from the current seven, to three or 
four. The board has yet to call for any 
school closures. Ripton launched its 
independence drive last year as a 
way of ensuring the long-term future 
of its local school.

“I think the 13-member ACSD 
board took very seriously its role to 
create a high-quality, equitable and 
affordable preK-12 education, and 
part of that required a serious look 
at our footprint and how they fit with 
our goals,” said Conlon, who no 
longer chairs the ACSD board.

If re-elected in Addison-2, Conlon 
could get an even larger role on 
House Education. The current chair 
of that panel — Rep. Kate Webb, 
D-Shelburne — is stepping down 

this year, and Conlon is a potential 
replacement.

It’s a challenge he said he’d 
welcome, and he believes he 
has assembled a good résumé to 
be considered for a committee 
chairmanship.

It’s clear House Education will 
have a slate of weighty assignments 
during the 2023-2024 biennium, 
according to Conlon, with a list that 
includes:

• Ensuring a proven payoff for 
the money and programs the state 
has invested in the post-pandemic 
recovery of Vermont’s public school 
system.

• Figuring out “how to address 
the overwhelming school facilities 
needs in the state.” He acknowledged 
many school districts have had to 
defer important building renovations 
due to limited resources. Until 2007 
the state covered 30% of the bonded 
costs of school capital improvements.

• Exploring the impacts of 
Vermont’s new special education and 
pupil-weighting laws. If those laws 
change the financial landscape for 
school districts, the Legislature will 
need to make adjustments, according 
to Conlon.

• Working on a paid family leave 
initiative that can earn Gov. Phil 
Scott’s signature.

Looking at state policy as a whole, 
Conlon said the Legislature needs 
to make more progress on climate 
change solutions, improve the state’s 
child care system, and create more 
affordable housing opportunities.

Looking back, Conlon is proud 
of the role House Education has 
played in reinvigorating the state’s 
college system; supporting universal 
school meals; creating greater 
public education equity through 
new pupil weighting laws; and 
establishing a new special education 
law that enhances the effectiveness, 
availability and equity of services 
provided to students who require 
additional support.

Addison County Sheriff - Mike Elmore

MIKE ELMORE

By JOHN FLOWERS
Addison County Sheriff’s 

Department Sgt. Michael Elmore 
is hoping area voters on Aug. 9 
will give him a big boost toward 
becoming sheriff. It’s a position he 
said he’d use to streamline current 
operations and restore public 
confidence in a law enforcement 
organization that’s still reeling 
from the arrest of its current leader, 
Sheriff Peter Newton, on sexual 
assault charges in June.

Elmore, a 27-year-old Addison 
Republican, will face Middlebury’s 
Ron Holmes in an Aug. 9 GOP 
primary that could decide the 
sheriff’s race. No Democrats have 
filed to run for the four-year gig.

Elmore was born and raised in 
Middlebury. He graduated from 
Middlebury Union High School in 
2014, then went off to Bob Jones 
University in South Carolina, where 
he earned a Bachelor of Science 
degree in criminal justice. He was 
involved with campus security 
at Bob Jones, giving him a small 
taste of what it’s like to be in law 
enforcement.

Upon graduating from Bob Jones 
in 2016, Elmore had the choice of 
either staying in South Carolina or 
returning to the Green Mountain 
State. He chose the latter, and slowly 
put his degree to work through 
various security jobs, including 
at the Shelburne Museum and at 
government buildings in St. Albans.

Then, in 2017, Newton invited 

him to join the local sheriff’s 
department. He went through the 
requisite training at the Vermont 
Police Academy and became one 
of Newton’s deputies, eventually 
achieving his current rank of 
sergeant.

Elmore has presided over daily 
operations of the department 
for several months. The ACSD 
contracts with a variety of state, 
local and federal agencies to provide 
services that include fingerprinting, 
traffic enforcement for 14 Addison 
County towns and illegal dumping 
investigations for the Addison 
County Solid Waste Management 
District. The organization also 
provides security for the Frank 
Mahady Courthouse, conducts 
prisoner transports to and from the 
courthouse, is a safety presence at 
many road construction sites and 
escorts oversized vehicles along 
local roads.

Among other things, Elmore 
networks with deputies performing 
contracted traffic details, security 
jobs and other functions.

“If there are any problems, I’m 
really their first call,” Elmore 
said. “I’m the one who makes the 
schedule, I tell them where to go for 
the day. I will go out on the road and 
do things as I need to, but most of 
my day consists of going into the 
office and doing stuff from there.”

And it’s not that unusual to find 
Elmore taking on assignments 
himself these days, given the 

challenges the ACSD — and 
most other law enforcement 
agencies — are having with 
employee recruitment and retention. 
The Addison County Sheriff’s 
Department currently has three full-
time deputies on the road, one full-
timer almost finished with training, 
one per-diem recruit in training, 
two court security staffers, one 
transport deputy, and Elmore. The 
organization also has three office 
staff (one full-time, two part-time).

Ideally, the department could 
use three more full-time deputies, 
according to Elmore.

The ACSD took in approximately 
$632,000 in revenue this past fiscal 
year, and used around $521,000 
of it on payroll, Elmore said. The 
sheriff’s salary is around $70,000 
annually, he added.

Addison County Sheriff - Ron Holmes

RON HOLMES

(See Elmore, Page 20A)

By JOHN FLOWERS
Middlebury’s Ron Holmes learned 

a lot about the Addison County 
Sheriff’s Department (ACSD) 
during a 25-year run as a part-time 
deputy there. He served under Jim 
Coons and then Don Keeler, two 
sheriffs that had a combined 70-plus 
years in law enforcement.

Now Holmes, 67, wants to put 
his experience to work helming 
the ACSD, and he believes it could 
use some steady leadership. The 
department’s current leader, Sheriff 
Peter Newton, was arraigned on 
June 28 on felony sexual assault 
charges following a months-long 
Vermont State Police investigation 
into allegations of abuse reported 
by a woman with whom he was in a 
relationship.

Holmes and fellow Republican 
Michael Elmore of Addison — a 
sergeant with the department — will 
square off in an Aug. 9 GOP primary. 
No Democrats have filed to run for 
the post.

The ACSD contracts with a variety 
of state, local and federal agencies 
to provide services that include 
fingerprinting, traffic enforcement 
for 14 Addison County towns and 
illegal dumping investigations 
for the Addison County Solid 
Waste Management District. The 
organization also provides security 

for the Frank Mahady Courthouse, 
transports prisoner to and from the 
courthouse, is a safety presence at 
many road construction sites and 
escorts oversized vehicles along 
local roads.

Holmes took on many of these 
assignments with the ACSD, until he 
and several other part-timers were 
laid off in 2014. 

His resume also includes security 
stints of 15 years with Goodrich 
Corp. (now Collins Aerospace) in 
Vergennes, and three years each with 
General Dynamics and the state of 
Vermont.

He now works as a full-time 
security officer with the University 
of Vermont Medical Center.

This is Holmes’s second run for 
sheriff. He competed for the job in 
2018, ultimately losing to Newton, 
2,948-1,423, in a Democratic 
primary.

County sheriffs earn an annual 
base salary of around $87,000 (if 
law-enforcement certified), and 
have the option of enhancing that by 
collecting 5% of the contracts they 
negotiate, according to Lamoille 
County Sheriff Roger Marcoux, 
current vice president of the Vermont 
Sheriffs Association.

Holmes said he made his decision 
to run again even before Newton 
found himself embroiled in his 

current legal problems. He said 
voices encouraging him to take 
another shot at the office have only 
gotten louder since Newton was 
arraigned.

“Enough people have called 
me and asked me to run,” he said, 
“and then this mess comes along. 
(Newton) loses all credibility, and 
his whole department does.”

Holmes believes he can restore 
the ACSD’s credibility with his law 
enforcement experience and a return 
to the department’s roots: Delivering 
traffic safety, court security and 
transport and public safety services. 
Even the one new service that 
Holmes would like to provide is one 

(See Holmes, Page 20A)

County Prosecutor - Tim Lueders-Dumont
By JOHN FLOWERS

Only 15 years ago, Tim Lueders-
Dumont was commuting from 
Lincoln to Mount Abraham Union 
High School, where a soccer ball 
was never far away from his feet.

He’s now a newly married lawyer 
seeking to become top prosecutor in 
the county he called home for the 
first 18 years of his life.

Lueders-Dumont, 31, is one 
of three confirmed candidates 
seeking to succeed former Addison 
County State’s Attorney Dennis 
Wygmans, who stepped down in 
May to become one of two Traffic 
Safety Resource Prosecutors in the 
state. Middlebury attorney Eva P. 
Vekos and Lueders-Dumont — 
who currently lives in Montpelier 
and serves as Washington County 
deputy state’s attorney — will 
square off in an Aug. 9 Democratic 
primary. The winner of that contest 
will face independent Peter Bevere 
of Middlebury — currently acing 
Addison County state’s attorney — 

TIM LUEDERS-DUMONT

in the Nov. 1 General Election.
The Independent will seek 

interviews with both Vekos and 
Bevere during the coming weeks.

“When I saw that Dennis wasn’t 
running again, I moved quickly… 
because my fiancé (Ashlynn Doyon) 
and I had always intended to move 
back to Lincoln,” Lueders-Dumont 
said of his decision to enter the race. 

“And I have tremendous respect for 
everyone working in the Addison 
County office.”

Lueders-Dumont grew up 
in Lincoln and graduated from 
MAUHS in 2008. He attended 
Skidmore College, then it was on to 
the University of Maine School of 
Law.

It’s like he was genetically 
programmed for a career in the legal 
profession; both of his parents — Jim 
Dumont and Karen Lueders — are 
attorneys, operating out of 15 Main 
St. in Bristol. 

“(He was) raised in the (Addison 
County) courthouse and town clerk’s 
offices across the county while his 
parents worked the early days of 
their respective law practices with 
three kids in tow,” reads the bio on 
his website, timldvermont.com.

He’s already compiled a busy 
resume that includes work for the 
Vermont Democratic Party; U.S. 
Rep. Peter Welch, D-Vt.; policy 

County Prosecutor - Eva Vekos
(See Lueders-Dumont, Page 20A)

EVA VEKOS

By JOHN FLOWERS
Eva Vekos has spent much of 

her 20-year legal career defending 
people — particularly juveniles — 
in courthouses in Massachusetts, 
New York City and Vermont.

She now wants to flip the script 
and take on the role of prosecutor, 
specifically as Addison County’s 
new state’s attorney.

Vekos, a 52-year-old lawyer 
affiliated with Middlebury-based 
Marsh & Wagner P.C., will face 
fellow Democrat Tim Lueders-
Dumont in an Aug. 9 primary. 
The winner will go on to the 
Nov. 8 General Election and face 
independent candidate Peter Bevere, 
Addison County’ deputy state’s 
attorney.

Keen interest in the county’s top 
prosecutor job is being fueled by the 
fact that it’s an open seat. Former 
Addison County State’s Attorney 
Dennis Wygmans, a Democrat, 
left the post in May to become one 
of two Traffic Safety Resource 
Prosecutors in the state. Gov. Phil 
Scott recently decided to name 
Bevere acting state’s attorney until 
the upcoming election, a move that 
has angered members of the Addison 
County Democratic Committee who 
had urged the governor to pick a 
successor from a list of Democrats 
submitted by the party.

“I think it would be a natural step 
from where I’m at now,” Vekos said 
of the job.

She’s already had an eventful 
career.

It began in 1997 as a trial attorney 
and appellate counsel in the juvenile 
rights division of the New York 
City court system. She represented 
children and youth in juvenile 
delinquency and abuse/neglect cases 
at trial and the appellate level. She 
also advocated for youth in foster 
care and in juvenile detention, 
assessing their needs while devising 
the “least restrictive placement 
plans.”

“It was at the tail end of the crack 
epidemic,” Vekos recalled. “We were 
representing impoverished, urban 
kids, mostly Black and Brown kids, 
who were raised by their grandmas 
and grandpas, because their parents’ 

generation was addicted.”
It was an at-times-heartbreaking 

job, as she saw a lot of abuse, poverty 
and neglect. But the role prepared 
Vekos for very challenging kinds of 
cases.

“It was an incredible way to start 
out as a lawyer,” she said.

In 2006, she began an eighth-
year stint as a public defender in 
the Superior Court Trial Office for 
Middlesex and Bristol counties 
in Massachusetts. She managed a 
caseload of what she called “serious 
felony cases” in what was a busy 
public defender office. She served 
as a lead attorney in jury and bench 
trials, as well as sentencing hearings. 
Vekos often consulted with forensic 
experts, investigators and social 
workers.

“That’s where I think I got my trial 
skills,” Vekos said.

In 2015, Vekos was offered an 
opportunity to telecommute to a 
new job, which led to her moving to 
Vermont. Her new job: working as an 
ad hoc appellate counsel for indigent 
parents and children under protection 
orders for Suffolk and Hampden 
counties in Massachusetts.

The joy of her move to Middlebury 
was counterbalanced by some 
disheartening and sobering news, 
however.

She was diagnosed with breast 
cancer.

“It was literally while the U-Haul 
was ready to go,” Vekos recalled. 
“We had bought a fixer-upper (in 
Middlebury), not realizing I was 
going to be in surgery and treatment.”

But she persevered, undergoing 
successful surgery and 
chemotherapy. Vekos signed on with 
Marsh & Wagner, P.C., in 2017, 
representing children, youth and 
parents in juvenile and family court 
matters. Marsh & Wagner holds 
a contract with the state to serve 
juveniles in the court system here in 
Addison County.

Now Vekos is ready to take on a 
new challenge — an election, which 
she hopes leads to a successful run as 
Addison County state’s attorney.
PASSION FOR JUSTICE

Like Lueders-Dumont, Vekos 
was a fan of the way Wygmans ran 
the office. When it was clear he 
was leaving, Vekos began hearing 
from friends and associates who 
encouraged her to run for the 
position.

She found an allure to the 
prosecutor’s job.

“My passion is criminal law and 
criminal justice,” Vekos said. “I’m 
very interested in policy though not 
so much in politics; I don’t have 
political ambition and I never have.”

If elected, one of her goals would 
be to thin the state’s attorney’s 
office’s caseload, triaging the less 
severe criminal cases to court 
diversion programs.

“We have too many cases, 
generally,” Vekos said. “There’s 
a huge backlog now because of 
COVID. Plea bargaining isn’t 
productive and fair.”

She was blunt in her assessment 
of state’s attorney’s offices that are 
buried in cases.

“Every prosecutor I talk to says 
they have around 300 cases, which 
to me means you’re failing; you’re 
charging too many and not doing 
enough work culling out the cases 
that really don’t matter,” Vekos said. 
“Focus on the cases that are really 
serious: the predators, the people 
who are malicious and actually affect 
public safety.”

She applauded Wygmans’s 
establishment of a diversion program 
for people charged with driving with 
a suspended license.

“I would pick that up and double-
down on something like that,” 
she said, referring specifically to a 

driving under the influence diversion 
program.

“We’re getting the picture that 
there are some DUIs that are really 
low level,” she said. “There are the 
ones that are horrible with crashes 
and people slaughtered. But there are 
also some low-level ones. 

While a blood-alcohol content 
of 0.08 is the threshold for a DUI 
charge in Vermont, Vekos said, “Just 
any influence from a drug or alcohol 
to the slightest degree is a crime. I 
think those convictions can really 
affect you more than you’ve affected 
the community.”

So Vekos believes the state’s 
attorney’s office could seek diversion 
for low-level DUI cases while also 
recommending treatment programs 
to folks with addiction issues. By 
successfully completing a diversion 
program, an offender could avoid a 
suspended license and quickly get 

their life back on track, she said.
MENTAL HEALTH 

Vekos has seen mental health 
challenges play a role in many 
of the cases that make their way 
through the court system. Tackling 
that underlying condition could help 
prevent crime and help those with 
mental health challenges, according 
to Vekos, who is a member of the 
Counseling Service of Addison 
County board.

“I think a lot of the criminal cases 
really need to be dealt with by the 
Department of Mental Health, and 
not the Department of Corrections,” 
she said.

Vekos is a fan of the Project Vision 
North program, which is being 
replicated here in Addison County. 
The program regularly brings 
together local police and human 
services agencies such as Turning 
Point, AgeWell, John Graham 

Housing, Vermont Probation and 
Parole, and the Department for 
Children and Families to pool 
resources and, when privacy laws 
permit, share information on clients 
struggling with mental health and/or 
substance use disorder.

“I think it would lead to less 
intervention on the criminal side,” 
Vekos said. “I think it’s the trend, and 
if it isn’t, it should be.”

While Vekos is a strong believer 
in clearing the state’s attorney’s 
office of minor cases, she stressed a 
commitment to getting convictions 
on the serious ones.

“I know firsthand there are some 
people who need to go through that 
(legal) process and there are victims 
of crimes who desire and deserve 
justice,” she said. “So I am 100% 
comfortable in that role of offering 
that to the community and doing it 
effectively.”
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If  you’re not sleeping,  
maybe you’re doing it wrong.

   

MAUI™
MEDIUM

      Twin Set ...... $849
     Full Set ........... $949
      Queen Set ........... $999
   King Set ............... $1399
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Elmore was prepared to continue 
in his current ACSD job — until 
Newton announced his lame-duck 
status and urged his sergeant to run.

“I took a weekend to think about 
it and weigh my options,” Elmore 
recalled. “I decided I should at least 
give it a shot… I’m doing a lot to run 
the department anyway, so to step 
into that role as the sheriff wouldn’t 
be too much of a leap for me.”

He’s confident in his ability to 
take on the department budgeting 
and contract-signing tasks that go 
along with being sheriff.

“It’ll be a challenge, but I’ve 
already experienced a lot in a short 
amount of time that has prepared me 
for stepping to the role of sheriff,” 
Elmore said. “With the team we 
already have, I think we could do a 
good job serving the community.”

And great job performance will 
be key in order to restore public 
faith in an ACSD that has been in the 
headlines for all the wrong reasons, 
of late, Elmore acknowledged.

“If we look to do our jobs and 
keep the community safe, the roads 
safe, then I think that’s what can 
start building the faith back; when 

people see us out there continuing to 
do our jobs,” he said.

An endorsement by a departing 
incumbent is often perceived as a 
campaign advantage for a would-be 
successor. Asked if he’s concerned 
that being Newton’s preferred 
successor might be a turn-off for 
voters on Aug. 9, Elmore — who 
said he couldn’t speak to any aspects 
of Newton’s legal problems — 
simply replied “no.”

Newton has tried to expand 
the ACSD’s services to include 
such things as restorative justice 
programming, school safety officers 
and in-house social services. In 
January of 2021, Newton launched a 
$1.5 million fund drive to transform 
the ACSD into a one-stop shop for 
law enforcement and community 
services. That campaign netted 
around $15,000 that allowed for the 
hiring of a mental health counselor 
(Allison Cherrier) to assist 
individuals flagged by deputies 
during their shifts. That counseling 
program was shut down when 
the money dried up, according to 
Elmore.

But Elmore sees the department 
as “more of support agency (for 

state police), rather than a primary 
response agency.”

With that in mind, Elmore 
promised that if elected sheriff, 
he’d keep the ACSD tethered to its 
historic functions of security, public 
safety and traffic control, and would 
not seek to expand services like 
Newton did.

“In a lot of ways, we need to 
regroup and get back to the basics 
of what the sheriff’s department can 
do,” Elmore said. “We don’t have 
the staff and funding to be that first 
response agency.”

That said, Elmore vowed to look 
for extra funding that would allow 
ACSD to offer healthcare benefits 
and retirement plans to employees 
— something he believes will be 
critical in the department’s future 
job recruitment efforts.

He’d also like to see the ACSD 
someday be able to offer more 
coverage; deputies are now on 
duty from around 7 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
according to Elmore.

“I’d like (recruits) to see the 
ACSD as a career path,” he said as 
opposed to a steppingstone to other 
law enforcement jobs able to offer 
better compensation.

Primary Election Voters Guide Elmore
(Continued from Page 19A)

that the department used to offer: A 
county jail.

The ACSD maintained a jail in 
its building from 1845 until 1971. It 
was re-opened during the mid-1980s 
and closed after the expiration of a 
federal contract in May of 2011. 
The space was then renovated into 
offices.

Running a jail would provide 
an additional revenue stream for 
the department and give local 
law enforcement a closer lodging 
option for defendants prior to 
their arraignment in the Mahady 
Courthouse, Holmes reasoned.

“It’s needed badly by local law 
enforcement,” Holmes said of a 
county jail, adding it could also take 
in federal prisoners as it once did.

Beyond that, Holmes said the 
ACSD should “maintain what we’ve 
always done and look into what we 

can do.”
He suggested ACSD personnel 

could periodically call local seniors 
in the area to make sure they’re OK 
and connect those in need to any 
services they might require.

Like Elmore, Holmes believes the 
department should try to find a way 
to extend benefits to its workers if it’s 
to compete for a limited pool of law 
enforcement candidates.

“It’s the decent thing to do,” he 
said.

Holmes would also like to see a 
return to local dispatching, a service 
that’s currently provided out of 
Rutland County. But that would 
require additional funding that the 
ACSD currently doesn’t have, he 
acknowledged.

When voters go to the polls on 
Aug. 9, Holmes is hoping they 
remember his prior service with 
the ACSD, his experience and the 

fact that he has no ties to Newton’s 
stewardship of the department. He 
said Elmore can’t make the latter 
claim.

“The person running against me 
was under that watch,” he said of 
Elmore. “Restoring credibility there 
is going to be a task.”

He confessed a couple people 
have been perplexed by his decision 
to run, given the ACSD’s current 
challenges.

“One guy said, ‘Ron, are you 
crazy?’” Holmes recounted with a 
smile. “Another guy stopped me at 
Dunkin Donuts and said, ‘Ron, do 
you really want to get involved in 
that mess right now?’”

If elected, Holmes said he would 
be guided by four principles: 
Friendliness, professionalism, 
politeness and transparency.

“We should have nothing to hide,” 
he said.

Holmes
(Continued from Page 19A)

director for State Treasurer Beth 
Pearce; deputy state’s attorney 
in Washington County; and an 
assignment with the Office of the 
Vermont Attorney General, where 
he assisted the General Counsel 
and Administrative Law Division 
in civil matters concerning labor, 
employment and contract matters 
before the Vermont Supreme Court, 
Vermont Superior Court and the 
Vermont Labor Relations Board. 

Lueders-Dumont has also worked 
as a law clerk in the Office of the 
Chittenden County State’s Attorney 
and in the Office of the Ulster County 
District Attorney in New York. Prior 
to becoming a deputy state’s attorney, 
he served as a judicial extern in the 
chambers of Federal District Court 
Chief Judge Geoffrey W. Crawford 
in both Burlington and Rutland.

He’s crisscrossed the state during 
an already-eventful career and 
is pleased with the current short 
commute from his Montpelier home 
to his Washington County deputy 
prosecutor’s job in Barre.

But it’s not his dream scenario, 
which would be a return to Lincoln 
and the top prosecutor’s job in the 
county where he spent his formative 
years.

“I have always wanted to come 
back and serve the entire county 
in the best way I can,” Lueders-
Dumont said.

His prosecutorial philosophy is a 
blend of compassion, fiscal prudence 
and collaboration. He called it “a 
21st-century approach to what I think 
a new generation of prosecutors 
is referring to as ‘outcome-based 
community justice,’ as opposed to 
an older version of prosecution that I 
hope we can turn the page on, which 
was much more about the concepts 
of punishment.”

Lueders-Dumont summed it up 
like this:

“We don’t have a lot of resources, 
and I think we have to effectively 
use them on the most serious cases,” 
he said, while moving along the 
cases that are non-violent, cases 

where there’s a conflict that needs 
to be resolved, to diversion and the 
community justice centers, so that 
the community is actually engaging 
with these folks. “It’s incredibly 
prudent, cost-effective and I really 
think helps get people back on the 
right track.”

He’s mapped out priorities for 
the state’s attorney’s office. They 
include:

• Creating a “treatment court,” 
where some drug-related cases are 
adjudicated with a rehab, treatment 
and/or counseling component.

He noted that last year, 210 
Vermonters died from opioid-related 
substance use disorder, with fentanyl 
a growing concern.

Maintaining the status quo is 
not working, Lueders-Dumont 
lamented.

“I walk into overdose events here 
in Washington County where there’s 
four children still in the house and 
the mom is upstairs,” he said of 
the all-too-common tragedies he 
witnesses where drugs are the root 
cause.

“You can’t punish your way out of 
this crisis; we really need to focus on 
harm prevention and saving lives,” 
he added.

• Drafting a strategic plan that 
would detail the state’s attorney’s 
office policies on matters like bail 
— such as when to recommend cash 
bail.

Lueders-Dumont noted cash 
bail is usually employed to ensure 
defendants show up in court, but he 
believes it “should never be used 
to punish people who are in-house 
and people who don’t have financial 
resources.” he said.

The court system often deals with 
folks experiencing mental health 
problems, and Lueders-Dumont 
said a strategic plan could state the 
manner in which the office will 
approach such cases. He’d like to 
see the county create a mental health 
training program for the various 
stakeholders in the legal process.

• Holding monthly meetings with 
the county’s defense lawyers, to see 

what local attorneys are seeing in the 
community and if they have specific 
concerns about the courts. While 
the state’s attorney and defense 
lawyers are often adversaries during 
court proceedings, Lueders-Dumont 
believes the two entities can still 
work together.

“Criminal justice isn’t always 
the best tool for helping people, 
but if there’s a way we can help get 
someone going in the right direction, 
that’s what we should be doing,” he 
said.

• Coalescing county law 
enforcement around a “fair and 
impartial policing” policy, to send 
a message to federal authorities 
that it’s “not the role of the state’s 
attorney or local law enforcement 
to enforce federal, civil immigration 
laws,” Lueders-Dumont said.

He said such a policy would reflect 
the already heavy caseloads police 
and courts are dealing with, while 
making potential witnesses in crime 
cases more willing to come forward, 
regardless of where they were born.

Leuders-Dumont was admitted to 
the Vermont bar in October 2021, 
and offered these reasons why that 
was not in itself an indication of his 
fitness for the office. While the job 
does require time in court, he said 
much of the job is managerial and 
he points out that he has 10 years 
of managerial experience in state 
government. Also, much of the 
prosecutor’s job is deciding which 
cases need to go to trial and which 
can be handled in other ways. Plus, 
he did serve as a clerk for a federal 
judge while in law school, and he did 
start practicing law after he took his 
bar exam last August, so he is coming 
up on a year in the courtroom. 

Lueders-Dumont stressed that 
he sees the Addison County state’s 
attorney’s job as a career, not as 
a stepping stone to a loftier legal, 
judicial or political post.

“I want to live, work and grow 
old and raise a family in Addison 
County,” Lueders-Dumont said.

Lueders-Dumont
(Continued from Page 19A)



(See Dickerson, Page 3B)

SPORTS ALSO IN THIS SECTION:

• School News • Classifieds
• Legal Notices • Police Logs

ADDISON COUNTY INDEPENDENT

B Section
THURSDAY, AUGUST 4, 2022

MATTHEW
DICKERSON

A lone sockeye salmon sits in 
the stream in front of me under a 
low canopy of alder. The stream is 

wide, gravelly 
and shallow: 
only two to 
three inches 
deep and a 
few feet wide. 
This particular 
salmon is a 
male. It sports 

a green head 
and bright red 

body, a tall, humped back and a 
big, awkward-looking hooked jaw 
known as a kype. These are traits 
sockeye develop only at the end 
of their lives shortly before they 
spawn. 

(All five species of Pacific 
salmon that spawn in North 
American waters die shortly after 
they spawn. Both steelhead trout, 
which are closely related to Pacific 
salmon and spawn in many of the 
same waters, as well as Atlantic 
salmon, which used to spawn 
all the way up the Connecticut 
and White rivers into Hancock, 
can survive spawning and return 
to the ocean to spawn again the 
following year.)

Both male and female sockeye 
develop the bright red coloring, at 
which point they are generally not 
good for eating anymore as their 
flesh has already started to rot. 
However, only the males develop 
the pronounced kype and tall, 
humped back, which for reasons 
hard to fathom in my human brain 
make them more preferable to 
female sockeye. 

Except the male sockeye I’m 
watching is so tall it is having 
a difficult time moving up the 
stream. Several other salmon 
have already moved past and are 
clustered together on a spawning 
redd another 50 yards upstream. 
This one has been left behind. 
No matter how attractive it is to 
the female sockeye, it’s not clear 
it will get the chance to mate. It 
seems to be stuck in the shallows. 
More than half of its tall body 
is sticking out of the water. It’s 
finning its tail hard, but not moving 
forward. When I lean down to take 
a photo, I spook the fish. It tries 
to dart upstream, but tips over. It 
flops forward several yards on its 
side, but only succeeds in getting 
stuck in even shallower water a 
few feet upstream.

It’s a Saturday evening, two 
days after my artist residency 
in Alaska’s Wood-Tikchik State 
Park. I’m 200 miles away in the 
village of Moose Pass on the 
Kenai Peninsula. Moose Pass is at 
the top of the Kenai River system. 
Many sockeye will spawn closer 
to the ocean in any of myriad large 
and small tributaries of the Kenai, 
but some will make it up the 82-
mile length of the Kenai River, 
and then cross as much as 22 miles 
of the Kenai Lake to spawn up its 
tributaries. Some will get another 
four miles up Trail River, across 
Lower Trail Lake, and partway 
across Upper Trail Lake, where 
they will pass through its narrows 

Sockeye Tipping: 
Abundance, 
resilience and 
diversity, Part 2

Vergennes swimmers take second at meet
Burlington team wins CVSL event, while Middlebury Swim Team finishes in fifth place

WEST HAVEN — At this past 
Saturday’s Stone Motors Night at 
Devil’s Bowl Speedway, Salisbury’s 
Mike Palmer won his first Sportsman 
Modified winner this season. Wade 
Acker also made his first visit to 
victory lane in Limited Sportsman 
action, while Kamden Duffy, Logan 
Denis, and Chris Conroy all returned 
to their winning ways. Tim Dunster 
earned the 50-lap Enduro win.

Bob Bigelow flew the green 
silk sending the 31-car Sunoco 
Sportsman Modified field hurling 
towards turn one with Palmer and 
Leicester’s Adam Piper leading 
the way. Palmer quickly took the 

lead with his Paquette Storage and 
Containers number 85P Bicknell 
Racing Chassis. Piper was left to 
battle with Brent Warren, Josh 
Masterson, James Hanson, and 
former previous feature winner this 
season, Billy Lussier.

There were a pair of racing 
incidents that slowed the event and 
sent multiple contenders to the pit 
area for the night with damage, 
including Troy Audet, Dylan 
Madsen, Tanner Siemons, Jimmy 
Ryan, Marty Kelly III and Johnny 
Bruno.

Nothing was stopping Palmer 
though, as he earned his first win of 

the season and a trip to victory lane 
to salute the fans. James Hanson, 
Todd Stone, Brent Warren, and 
Billy Lussier completed the top five 
finishers.

Stone put in work racing his way 
from 17th to 3rd earning the Mike 
Watts Memorial Hard Charger 
honors, worth a $100 bonus. It was 
his 4th Hard Charger award of the 
season.

Wade Acker has been working 
hard on improving and Saturday 
night it paid off after parking it 
in O’Reilly Auto Parts Limited 
Sportsman victory lane. He raced 
to the lead passing AJ Munger on 

lap five and never looked back, 
claiming victory in his Acker Waste 
Management number 367 Bicknell 
Racing Chassis. Randy Ryan, Justin 
Lilly, Bob Kilburn, and Gary English 
completed the top five finishers.

Kamden Duffy made another visit 
to victory lane in the 20-lap Hoosier 
Daddy Racing Rookie Sportsman 
main event. He started 9th and 
took the lead from Randy Edson on 
lap 14. William Lussier Jr., Randy 
Edson, Daryl Gebo, and Holden Bass 
rounded out the top five finishers.

Chris Conroy earned his second 
win of the season in the 15-lap 
Mini Stock A-Main. Starting 16th, 

he stormed to the lead, and was 
followed by Chris Sumner, Mark 
Mahoney, Ron Alger, and Austin 
McKirryher completing the top five 
finishers.

Logan Denis earned his third 
Friend Construction 15-lap 500cc 
Mini Sprint feature win on Saturday 
night. 

Another $500 to win 50-lap 
Enduro was the nightcap, where 
Dunster claimed victory. He was 
followed by Brent Warren, Joey 
Roberts, Dan Deforges, and Scott 
Richner.

MIDDLEBURY — Paul Fine-
Lease and Nick Arnold were 
medalists in the Ralph Myhre 
Golf Course 2022 Dud Phinney 
Member Guest tournament, which 
was played at the Middlebury 
course on July 29-31.

Winners of the first flight were 
the team of Dale White and Brian 
Connolly, and the overall points 
winners were Kirk Goodman and 
Ed Lanpher.

This annual event also featured 
a dozen closest-to-the-pin winners 
with four contests each day. On 
the first day, the closest-to-the-pin 
winners were Marsdin Van Order, 
Dale White, Steve Merrill and Jim 
Stahl. Second-day winners were 
Tim Page, Eric Bergland, Jim 
Pratt and Alex Knopp. White was 

a winner again on the third day, 
along with Bryon Emilo, Larry 
Feinn and Kobe Pinkham.

The longest drive for players 
younger than 55 went to Kirk 
Goodman; the 55 and up winner 
was Steve Ogden. Horse Race 
winners were Paul Fine-Lease and 
Michael Bordeleau.

Meanwhile, in Thursday 
Afternoon Bill Davidson Men’s 
Golf play last week, the first-place 
trio was Robert Kirkpatrick, Tom 
Maxwell and Dayton Wakefield. 
Next was Tim Etchells, Joe 
Thilbourg amd Larry Duffany, 
with third place going to Chalmers 
Nunn, David Zarowin and Deem 
Schoenfeld. The low net player of 
the evening with a 69 was Dayton 
Wakefield.

Salisbury’s Mike Palmer races to big win in Devil’s Bowl action

By ANDY KIRKALDY
BRANDON — Otter Valley 

Union High School has promoted 
JV boys’ soccer coach Brian 
Thomas to take over as its varsity 
coach, according to OV Athletic 
Director Steven Keith.

Thomas replaces Dick Williams, 
who chose to step down after seven 
years leading the program. 

According to Keith, Thomas has 
been “an integral part of the boys’ 
soccer program,” having worked 
with its middle school program as 
both an assistant and head coach 
before taking over the junior varsity 
program. Keith said Thomas is also 
OV’s JV boys’ basketball coach and 
had previously served as an assistant 
middle school basketball coach.

Keith said in a press release he 
is confident in choosing Thomas to 

lead the varsity boys’ soccer team. 
“Brian is dedicated to the success 

of Otter Valley and will be a leader 
at his position,” Keith said. “Brian’s 
soccer knowledge is based on the 
fundamental growth of the soccer 
program mixed with an electric 
passion and energy for the position. 
He is a good communicator and has 
a strong soccer base, which will 
help him foster the growth of the 
program in his vision.”

Keith added that Thomas 
“consistently provides a resource 
for his teams as both listener and for 
guidance. His vision of a fast-paced 
and exciting soccer plan of attack 
and consistent effort from his team 
bodes well for our athletes and 
program.”

Williams’s seven years leading 
the Otter boys’ team followed an 

earlier five-year stint as the OV 
varsity girls’ coach. He described an 
“amicable” parting of the ways after 
coaching both of his sons during his 
tenure. 

“I resigned for multiple reasons, 
which of course included my 
youngest boy graduated this year,” 
Williams wrote in an email. “I also 
have many things I would like to do, 
and as you know soccer consumes a 
big chunk of time.”

He added that he believed his 
teams held their own over the years, 
and that he could return to coaching 
at some point. 

“I thought coaching the boys’ 
team for the last seven years went 
pretty well. I like to think that we 
were competitive and few teams felt 
like they could beat us with ease,” 
he said. “And don’t be surprised if 

I pop again for another coaching 
stint. I love soccer and coaching, 
but felt it was a good time to take 
a break.”

BRIAN THOMAS

Thomas named OV varsity soccer coach Two locals medal in 
local golf tourney

(See Swim, Page 2B)

VERGENNES SWIMMER AURORA Foley outpaces her opponents in the 200-yard freestyle in a Champlain Valley Swim League Championship 
qualifying heat in Vergennes on Friday afternoon. The 11-year-old claimed four victories in the two-day meet.

Independent photo/Steve James

MIDDLEBURY 17-YEAR-OLD Aidan Chance gulps a big breath of air during the 
breaststroke leg of his 100-yard IM on Friday afternoon during a Champlain Valley 
Swim League Championship meet at the Sam Fishman pool in Vergennes.

Independent photo/Steve James

EIGHT-YEAR-OLD PAUL FOLEY helped his Vergennes Swim Team to second place 
in the Champlain Valley Swim League meet on Friday by winning the 100-yard IM in his 
home pool.

Independent photo/Steve James

By SAM LIPIN
VERGENNES — The 

Vergennes Swim Team (VST) 
roundly defeated five of the other 
six teams in this past weekend’s 
Champlain Valley Swim League 
(CVSL) Championship Meet in 
their home pool, but no one could 
beat Burlington Tennis Club. The 
Middlebury Swim Team (MST) 
finished in fifth place.

BTC became the odds-on 
favorite to win the meet after 
perennial CVSL power The Edge 
decided it was not competing in 
the league this summer, and many 
Edge swimmers migrated to BTC. 

In racing this past Friday and 
Saturday at the Sam Fishman 
Memorial Pool in Vergennes, host 
VST finished second behind the 
Burlington Tennis Club (BTC). 

BTC paced the competition 
with 2,511 combined points. 
Vergennes netted 1,845 points 
with the St. Albans Sharks next 
with 1,261. In fourth was Town 
of Essex Swim Team (TEST), 
1,172; Middlebury was fifth, 705; 
Winooski earned sixth place, 
676.5; and Burlington Country 
Club (BCC) rounded out the 
scoring in seventh, 586.

Aurora Foley, 11, was one 
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CONNOR MCNAMARA, 16, of Middlebury does the breaststroke leg of the 100-yard IM during a qualifying 
heat at the Champlain Valley Swim League Championship meet on Friday afternoon in Vergennes.

Independent photo/Steve James

TWELVE-YEAR-OLD SADIE CHANCE, shown in the 50-yard breaststroke, boosted the Middlebury Swim Team at the Champlain Valley 
Swim League Championship Meet with first-place and second-place finishes in individual events and strong legs on relay races.

Independent photo/Steve James

Swim
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standout performer for VST; she 
finished first in the 50 free, the 
200 free, the 50 back and was 
first off the blocks in her relay 
team’s victory in the 200 medley. 
Her 8-year-old brother Paul Foley 
also took home a victory in the 
100 IM, as did Bee Eckels, 16, in 
the 200 free and Cohen Howell, 
13, in the 50 free and the 200 
free, among others.

On the Middlebury side, 
12-and-under swimmer Sadie 
Chance had a successful meet, 
finishing first in the 50 breast, 
second in the 50 free and aided 
her team to a podium finish in the 
200 free relay and 200 medley 
relay. Her older brother Aidan, 
17, was busy as well, securing 
podium finishes in four separate 
events. Holly Staats, 18, and 
Natalie Rockwell, 17, also swam 
well for MST with four and three 
podium finishes, respectively.

The CVSL also held qualifying 
heats for the upcoming Vermont 
State Championships on Aug. 
6-7 at the Upper Valley Aquatic 
Center in White River Junction.

The swimmers contributing to 
the swim totals of the Vergennes 
and Middlebury swim teams at 
the CVSL meet were:
GIRLS’ RESULTS:

• 8U 100 IM: 1. Cassandra 
Bellmann (M), 1:53.49.

• 10U 100 IM: 3. Juliette 
Angier (V), 1:50.61.

• 12U 50 Free: 1. Aurora Foley 
(V), 29.44; 2. Sadie Chance (M), 
29.52; 8. Lauren Husk (V), 31.98; 
10. Ellie Brooks (V), 32.64; 12. 
Fiona Mackey (M).

• 12U 100 Free: 2. Lauren 
Husk (V), 1:09.99; 4. Abigail 
Hamilton (M), 1:17.25; 6. Casey 
Clark (V), 1:21.05.

• 12U 200 Free: 1. A Foley(V), 
2:21.26; 4. Ella Bearor (V), 
2:42.58.

• 12U 50 Breast: 1. Sadie 
Chance (M), 37.48; 2. Sophia 
James (V), 38.77; 8. Mitzi 
Poduschnick (M) 42.79; 9. 
Brooks (V), 44.01; 10. Ayla 
Kittredge (V), 44.76.

• 12U 50 Back: 1. A Foley (V), 
33.36; 2. Brooks (V), 35.06; 7. 
Fiona Mackey (M), 39.99; 11. 
Abigail Hamilton (M), 41.32; 12. 
Reese Muzzy (V), 42.12.

• 12U 50 Fly: 3. Lauren Husk 
(V), 36.40; 5. Bearor (V), 36.77; 
6. Poduschnick (M), 37.60. 9. 
Jordan Hutchins (V), 43.01; 12. 
Annika Smits (V), 43.58.

• 12U 100 IM: 2. Sophia James 
(V), 1:15.97; 5. Jordan Hutchins 
(V), 1:32.48.

• 12U 200 Free Relay: 2. 
Vergennes (A): Sophia James, 
Bearor, Lauren Husk, Aurora 
Foley, 2:04.81; 3. Middlebury: 
Abigail Hamilton, Poduschnick, 
Fiona Mackey, Sadie Chance, 
2:16.53; 4. Vergennes (B): Ella 
Maneen, Reese Muzzy, Ayla 
Kittredge, Jordan Hutchins, 
2:23.59.

• 12U 200 Medley Relay: 1. 
Vergennes (A): Brooks, Sophia 
James, Lauren Husk, Aurora 
Foley, 2:17.16; 3. Middlebury 
(A): Elle MacIntyre, Poduschnick, 
Sadie Chance, Fiona Mackey, 
2:31.05.

• 14U 50 Free: 5. Isabella 
Romond (V), 30.08. 11. Ellie 
Eckels (V), 34.45.

• 14U 100 Free: 5. Elisabeth 
Rockwell (M), 2:23.85.

• 14U 50 Breast: 3. Ellie Eckels 
(V), 40.52; 10. Quinn Mackey 
(M), 47.57; 11. Lily Allen (M), 
47.72.

• 14U 50 Back: 6. Isabella 
Romond (V), 34.71.

• 14U 200 Free Relay: 3. 
Vergennes: Ellie Eckels, Casey 
Clark, Annika Smits, Brooks, 
2:18.27. 

• 14U 200 Medley Relay: 5. 
Vergennes (A): Isabella Romond, 
Ellie Eckels, Bearor, Annika 
Smits, 2:25.85.

• 18U 50 Free: 2. Bee Eckels 
(V), 27.17; 3. Natalie Rockwell 
(M), 27.91; 5. Acadia Clark (V), 
28.21; 7. Madelyn Giroux (V), 
29.64.

• 18U 100 Free: 1. Natalie 
Rockwell (M), 1:01.00.

• 18U 200 Free: 1. Bee Eckels 
(V), 2:17.54.

• 18U 50 Breast: 1. Carlyn 
Rapoport (V), 34.45; 2. Holly 
Staats (M), 35.49; 9. Siobhan 
Potter (V), 44.64.

• 18U 100 Breast: 3. Rapoport 
(V), 1:16.85; 4. Holly Staats 
(M), 1:17.20; 7. Sophia James 
(V), 1:27.50; 8. Ellie Eckels (V), 
1:28.33; 10. Ayla Kittredge (V), 
1:36.27.

• 18U 50 Back: 4. Natalie 
Rockwell (M), 33.46; 10. 
Madelyn Giroux (V), 37.46.

• 18U 100 Back: 3. Isabelle 
Romond (V), 1:16.23; 5. Siobhan 
Potter (V), 1:25.67.

• 18U 50 Fly: 1. Holly Staats 
(M), 29.97; 2. Acadia Clark (V), 
30.35; 6. Madelyn Giroux (V), 
32.22.

• 18U 100 Fly: 2. Acadia Clark 
(V), 1:12.06; 5. Sadie Chance 
(M), 1:18.65; 7. Bearor (V), 
1:31.69.

• 18U 100 IM: 2. Holly Staats 
(M), 1:10.54; 3. Nora Wootten 
(M), 1:11.35; 5. Bee Eckels (V), 
1:13.66; 8. Natalie Rockwell (M), 

1:15.38; 11. Nola Roberts (V), 
1:28.41.

• 18U 200 IM: 3. Carolyn 
Rapoport (V), 2:38.11.

• 18U 200 Free Relay: 2. 
Vergennes (A): Acadia Clark, 
Madelyn Giroux, Rapoport, Bee 
Eckels, 1:52.09; 3. Middlebury 
(A): Quinn Mackey, Navah 
Glikman, Holly Staats, Natalie 
Rockwell, 2:04.15.

• 18U 200 Medley Relay: 2. 
Vergennes (A): Madelyn Giroux, 
Rapoport, Acadia Clark, Bee 
Eckels, 2:07.01. 
BOYS’ RESULTS:

• 8U 100 IM: 1. Paul Foley 
(V), 1:28.16.

• 10U 100 IM: 1. Connor Husk 
(V), 1:25.99; 2. Skyler James 
(V), 1:46.84.

• 12U 50 Free: 2. Jorgen 
Pirrung (M), 30.02; 3. Flint Crary 
(V), 30.34; 4. Khanlen Ouimette 
(V), 30.96; 9. Sebastian Giroux 
(V), 33.37.

• 12U 100 Free: 5. Greyson 
VanderWey (V), 1:31.73.

• 12U 200 Free: 3. Pirrung 
(M), 2:40.26.

• 12U 50 Breast: 5. Constantin 
Bellmann (M), 43.46; 9. Pirrung 
(M), 45.87; 10. Crary (V), 46.27. 

• 12U 50 Back: 2. Ouimette 
(V), 36.23; 6. Daniel Power (M), 
42.02; 7. Christopher Evans-
Nash (M), 44.96; 10. Adrien 
Ralph (V), 50.43.

• 12U 50 Fly: 1. Ouimette (V), 
34.89; 3, Crary (V), 36.53; 4. 
Bellmann (M), 39.59; 7. Daniel 
Power (M), 40.90; 9 Rowan 
Neffinger (V), 43.34.

• 12U 100 IM: 6. Bellmann 
(M), 1:26.10.

• 12U 200 Free Relay: 2. 
Vergennes (A): Ouimette, Rowan 
Neffinger, Sebastian Giroux, 
Crary, 2:12.06; 3. Middlebury 
(A): Christopher Evans-Nash, 
Bellmann, Daniel Power, Pirrung, 
2:20.55.

• 12U 200 Medley Relay: 
1. Vergennes (A): Ouimette, 
Sebastian Giroux, Crary, 
Rowan Neffinger, 2:24.92; 3. 
Middlebury (A): Daniel Power, 
Bellmann, Pirrung, Christopher 
Evans-Nash, 2:24.92. 

• 14U 50 Free: 1. Cohen 
Howell (V), 25.96; 4. Clark Clary 
(V), 27.84; 8. Joey Maneen (V), 
32.01; 12. Maxwell Goodfellow 
(V), 36.93.

• 14U 100 Free: 1. Will Clark 
(V), 56.21; 2. Cohen Howell (V), 
1:00.31; 4. Joey Maneen (V), 
1:09.83.

• 14U 200 Free: 1. Cohen 
Howell (V), 2:20.05; 4. Maxwell 
Goodfellow (V), 3:06.80.

• 14U 50 Breast: 1. Clark 
Crary (V), 33.22; 9. Joey Maneen 
(V), 45.58.

• 14U 50 Back: 1. Will Clark 
(V), 29.25; 6. Joey Maneen (V), 
41.39; 9. Maxwell Goodfellow 
(V), 46.90.

• 14U 50 Fly: 2. Noah Smits 
(V), 28.90.

• 14U 100 IM: 4. Noah Smits 
(V), 1:08.29.

• 14U 200 Free Relay: 1. 
Vergennes (A): Cohen Howell, 
Clark Crary, Noah Smits, Will 
Clark, 1:44.75.

• 14U 200 Medley Relay: 
1. Vergennes (A): Will Clark, 
Clark Crary, Noah Smits, Cohen 
Howell, 1:57.15.

• 18U 50 Free: 6. Calder 
Rakowski (V) 26.67.

• 18U 100 Free: t-4. Luke 
Davis (V), 55.09; 6. Connor 
McNamara (M), 56.39.

• 18U 100 Breast: 4. Clark 
Crary (V), 1:14.12; 6. McNamara 
(M), 1:15.32; 7. Noah Smits (V), 
1:16.28.

• 18U 50 Back: 3. Aidan 
Chance (M), 28.60; 6. Calder 
Rakowski (V), 32.08.

• 18U 100 Back: 2. Aidan 
Chance (M), 1:00.87; 3. Luke 
Davis (V), 1:05.88.

• 18U 50 Fly: 2. Aidan Chance 
(M), 26.31; Calder Rakowski 
(V), 29.34. 

• 18U 100 Fly: 6. Luke Davis 
(V), 1:00.89.

• 18U 100 IM: 3. Aidan Chance 
(M), 1:01.81; 8. McNamara (M), 
1:05.95.

• 18U 200 Free Relay: 
4. Vergennes (A): Greyson 
VanderWey, Adrien Ralph, 
Calder Rakowski, Grey Fearson, 
2:17.78.

• 18U 200 Medley Relay: 5. 
Vergennes (A): Calder Rakowski, 
Grey Fearson, Maxwell 
Goodfellow, Joey Maneen, 
2:34.95. 

See News Online
www.addisonindependent.com
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under the railway bridge and fi nd 
themselves in Moose Pass. They 
won’t know they are in Moose 
Pass. At least not by name. But 
somehow, instinctively, they will 
recognize that they have returned 
to the place where they emerged 
from eggs about fi ve years earlier. 

This is a relatively short journey 
by the standards of many salmon. 
My friend Kris Milgate, an outdoor 
journalist whom I know through 
the Outdoor Writers Association 
of America, created the wonderful 
award-winning fi lm “My Place 
Among Fish,” with a companion 
book of the same title, following 
salmon migration 850 miles from 
the Oregon coast to interior Idaho. 
And some Chinook salmon will 
swim 2,000 miles up the Yukon 
River all the way across Alaska 
into Canada to spawn.

Still the 110-mile journey the 
sockeye have taken to reach a little 
creek in front of Estes Brothers 
Grocery in Moose Pass (where 
I got a good cup of espresso and 
some oatmeal in the morning) 
is no cakewalk. They have 
not only conquered the strong 
current and uphill climb, made it 
past numerous commercial and 
recreational anglers, avoided 
predation by large numbers of 
hungry, salmon-savvy brown 
bears, and even predation by 
seals, which will pursue them into 
freshwater many miles upriver 
from the ocean; they also manage 
(the vast majority of time) to 
return to the very place where 
they began their lives. 

And that brings me back to my 
conversation a few days earlier 
with biologist Daniel Schindler, 
a principle investigator of 
Washington University’s Alaska 
Salmon Program who works and 
studies salmon in Wood-Tikchik 
State Park. Daniel talked with me 
about evolutionary adaptions that 
make a particular gene pool of 
salmon especially well fi t to spawn 
in one particular stream — but 
not necessarily in another stream 
even in the same watershed. As 
he explained, two streams even a 
mile apart can have very different 
conditions that result in different 
adaptions including body size, 
coloration, timing of the spawn, 
and size of their eggs. 

Height is one such adaptation. 
For male salmon spawning in 
deeper streams, that extra height 
has the advantage of making it 
more appealing to females. But it 
is a detriment to salmon spawning 
in very shallow creeks; they can 
actually tip over if they are too 
tall. The male salmon that made 
it further upstream had more 
streamlined, torpedo-like shapes. 
The larger one downstream might 
or might not eventually make 
it up to pass on its genes. If it 
doesn’t, then salmon that emerge 
in the spring will be more likely 
to have smaller torpedo-shaped 
bodies. I seemed to be witnessing 
an example of what Daniel had 

only recently explained to me.
He also noted that females also 

select males with the brighter red 
colors. For salmon spawning in a 
river that is cloudy with glacial 
fl our, however, their color isn’t 
even visible. Not surprisingly, 
salmon in those waters where 
coloration doesn’t help them tend 
not to have bright red colors. The 
size of the gravel on the stream 
bed is also important. Larger eggs 
sink down more quickly, and in 
rivers with large gravel will fi t 
into the gaps between rocks. But 
in streams with smaller gravel, 
salmon have adapted to produce 
smaller eggs. 

Salmon with longer spawning 
migrations need larger supplies 
of fat to sustain them through 
their journeys, but genetically 
larger, fattier salmon need to eat 
more, which can be detrimental 
to survival if that fat isn’t needed. 
The famous Copper River sockeye 
journey some 300 miles up very 
turbulent water — a considerably 
longer migration than that of 
salmon that reach even the top of 
the Kenai or Wood River systems 
— and are notoriously tasty in 
part because of that extra fat. 
The timing of the spawn is also 
important to success, depending 
on temperatures in the river and 
when the peak of the snowmelt 
or glacier runoff is. There can 
be a several month difference in 
spawning times between waters 
even just a few miles apart.

That conversation about 
differences in sockeye salmon 
fl owed out of a broader 
conversation about the geologic 
diversity of rivers in Wood-
Tikchik State Park, and the 
resulting genetic diversity in the 
sockeye salmon that spawn there. 
Even in Alaska, Wood-Tikchik is 
one of the last areas of such size 
that is still almost entirely wild and 
undeveloped. There are no roads 
in the park, and only a handful 
of wilderness lodges on plots of 
private land preexisting the park. 
That makes Wood-Tikchik not 
only a cultural treasure, but an 
ecological one as well. 

Such diversity is vital in many 
ways. The tremendous genetic 
diversity within the Bristol 
Bay population of sockeye — a 
diversity nurtured by the protected 
waters of the state park — makes 

it more resilient to negative 
impacts such as climate change. 
Salmon in the system with one set 
of traits may be able to survive 
and prosper under changing 
conditions even while salmon 
with another trait are negatively 
impacted. Geologic diversity of 
the larger ecosystem, along with 
fostering the genetic diversity 
of sockeye, is also important in 
at least two additional ways. A 
year that is particularly rainy, or 
particularly hot and dry, or with 
a late spring, or an early spring, 
may result in one river having a 
low return of salmon a few years 
later, but simultaneously have 
a positive impact on another 
stream balancing the system as a 
whole and maintaining abundant 
sustainable harvests. This is 
vital for salmon fi sheries and 
may become more so as climate 
change continues to impact world 
food supplies.

Daniel also explained to me the 
importance of the habitat diversity 
to many other salmon-eating 
animals (in addition to humans) 
— particularly to migratory 
animals. Protein availability to 
predators is practically limitless 
during periods when salmon are 
spawning. However, bears and 
other predators can only eat a 
certain amount of fi sh or eggs 
in a given day. Thus, the real 
limitation on whether a bear 
(or other animal) can store up 
enough calories for the winter 
is the number of spawning days 
across its whole range. With the 
tremendous diversity of Wood-
Tikchik, rather than just a couple 
weeks of spawning fi sh in one 
river, there are numerous different 
waters with different spawning 
seasons ranging from early 
August through late October. 
Salmon-eaters can move from 
one to another as the spawning 
locations shift, giving them many 
months to feed.

Even species of trout and char 
will follow spawning sockeye 
from place to place in order to 
gorge on eggs. And the abundance 
of those eggs and the length of the 
season when they are available — 
not the hatches of insects — are 
ultimately the reason the fi sh there 
grow so big and put such a bend in 
my rod when I hooked one.

Dickerson 
(Continued from Page 1B)

ORWELL — Mount 
Independence State Historic Site 
in Orwell will host a “Hike into 
History” guide walk on Sunday, 
Aug. 7, from noon to 3 p.m.

The year 2026 and the 250th 
anniversary of the founding of 
the United States and Mount 
Independence is fast approaching. 
On this hike Your guide is Stephen 
Zeoli will not only do a deep 
dive into the history of Mount 
Independence in the early years 
of the Revolutionary War, but also 
explore the turmoil in Boston in 
the decade before the war and how 
that led to the battle that launched 
the fi ght for independence, 
Lexington and Concord.

Zeoli is president of the Mount 
Independence Coalition, friends 
group for the site, and one of the 
editors of their prize-winning 
book, Strong Ground: Mount 
Independence and the American 
Revolution.

The program is included in 
the regular museum admission 
of $6 per adult. Children under 
15 and Mount Independence 
Coalition members enter free. 
Consider bringing a picnic to 
enjoy before the hike starts. Wear 
appropriate footwear for walking 
on the forested paths, dress for the 
weather, and bring water.

Mount Independence is 
located on Mount Independence 
Road, six miles west of the 
intersections of VT Routes 22A 
and 73 near Orwell village. Mount 
Independence, a National Historic 
Landmark, is one of the best-
preserved Revolutionary War sites 
in America. Carefully follow the 
signs. The site is open Tuesdays 

through Sundays, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
through Oct. 9. Call (802) 948-
2000 for more information. For 

information on the Vermont State-
Owned Historic Sites, visit: www.
historicsites.vermont.gov.  

Butterfl y week
BUTTERFLIES IN ABUNDANCE have been making local visits recently. A Black Swallowtail

and a Giant Swallowtail were seen feasting on some nectar in a Middlebury garden earlier this 
week. They were joined by a Monarch, not picture here.

Photos/Dottie Nelson

Hike into history Sunday, Aug. 7

More info online at addisonindependent.com

CATEGORIES & FRONT-RUNNERS:   
  

• Asparagus (length x circumference) - Laura Asermily, 17” x 2.25”
• Beet (circumference) 
• Broccoli (diameter) - Ed Blechner, 12”
• Cabbage (circumference) 
• Cantaloupe (circumference)
• Carrot (length x circumference) - Gary Miller, 17.5” x 5”
• Cauliflower (diameter)
• Corn (length x circumference)
• Cucumber (length x circumference)
• Edible Leafy Greens (length x width - leaf only)
• Eggplant (circumference x circumference)
• Fennel (length x circumference)
• Green Bean (length)
• Kohlrabi (circumference) 
• Leek (length x circumference)
• Melon (circumference) 
• Onion (circumference)
• Parsnip (circumference)
• Pepper (circumference x circumference) - Gary Miller, 12” x 14.5”
• Potato (length x circumference)
• Pumpkin (circumference x circumference) 
• Radish (circumference) - George & Patrick Martin, 12.25”
• Rhubarb (length) 
• Rutabaga (circumference)
• Summer Squash (length x circumference) 
• Sunflower (diameter) 
• Tomato (circumference)
• Turnip (circumference)
• Winter Squash (length x circumference)
• Zucchini (length x circumference) 

A colossal carrot grown by Gary Miller was the 
only Garden Game entry this week. At 17.5” long and 5” 
in circumference, this carrot would make anyone’s jaw 
drop. Gary said he’s havin’ fun in his garden and we can’t 
wait to see what else he brings us. 

The dog days of summer are upon us so keep those 
veggies hydrated and happy. Then enter them in the 
Garden Game!

Play the Garden Game!
Do you have veggies to share in our pages? We welcome 
entries from any of the listed categories (right). Bring 
your entry into our office between 9am and 4pm 
Monday-Friday and we’ll measure it and snap a photo. 
Each week we’ll publish new entries and update our 
frontrunners for each category in the contest. At the end 
of the season, each category winner* will be eligible to 
receive a gift certificate from our Garden Game sponsor, 
Middlebury Agway.

*Please note: Each individual is eligible to win one gift certificate, even if 
they win multiple categories. 

22002222 GGaarrddeenn GGaammee
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Teams and Individuals  •  802-388-3060

VERMONTSUN.COM

SWIM 600 YARDS     BIKE 14 MILES     RUN 3.1 MILES

TRIATHLON

LAKE DUNMORE TRIATHLON
AUGUST 14

1600 yard swim • 28 mile bike • 6.2 mile run

AUGUST 14

Aquabike options at both races! 
Swimming and biking only, no running.
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Practitioner of the WeekPractitioner of the Week
Donna Belcher, 
M.A., psychologist-
master, has been 
in private practice 
in Vermont for 34 
years. She has felt 
privileged to work 
with a wide variety 
of people. She has 
experience with 
such challenges 
as: depression, 
anxiety, grief, 
chronic illness, 
divorce, caregiver 
burnout, work 
stress, mid life 
transitions and 
developing a 
deeper connection with creativity 
and life purpose.

My office is currently open for 
telephone, online, and in person 

appointments.
Most insurances now cover 

telephone and video.

“Wellness is more than the absence of illness.”
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Donna Belcher, 
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Winfield Kelley, D.C. Winfield Kelley, D.C. ....................... 802-453-6010
   Chiropractic Treatment

Donna Belcher, M.A.Donna Belcher, M.A. ..................... 802-388-3362
    Licensed Psychologist - Master

Nancy TellierNancy Tellier ...................................802-989-8046
Ortho-Bionomy®
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Therapeutic Massage, Lymph Drainage
Craniosacral & Visceral Manipulation

MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 
police searched in vain for a 
woman who was reported to have 
fallen into the Otter Creek off 
Bakery Lane on July 29. 

Local police, fi re and rescue 
offi cials searched the area 
diligently but heard no sounds of 
anyone in distress in what was a 
very shallow creek. 

Police said the person who 
made the report to police in this 
case has a history of “making 
similar types of calls,” leading to 
speculation it might have been a 
false report.

In other action last week, 
Middlebury police:

• Investigated a two-vehicle 
crash on Court Street on July 25 
involving a Middlebury Regional 
EMS (MREMS) ambulance. 
Police said one person involved 
was taken to Porter Hospital for 
evaluation.

• Investigated a report of 
someone driving erratically on 
Route 7 South on July 25. Police 
found the vehicle in question and 
grounded it, because its owner’s 
license was suspended.

• Arrested Austin T. Morin, 
20, of Middlebury for alleged 
violation of his conditions of 
release, following a traffi c stop 
near the intersection of Halladay 
Road and Route 7 South on July 
25.

• Helped a parent whose child 
had locked them out of their 
vehicle off Case Street on July 
25.

• Assisted an Otterside 
Court resident who was having 
problems with a neighbor on July 
25.

• Assisted offi cials at a Mill 
Street business where a homeless 
person was causing a disturbance 
on July 25.

• Served a no-trespass order on 
July 25 for a person who wasn’t 
wanted at a Court Street address.

• Assisted MREMS with a 
patient who was experiencing a 
mental health crisis on Dragon 
Brook Road on July 26.

• Interviewed a child who 
alleged having been assaulted 
by a parent in the South Village 
Green apartments on July 26. 
Investigation continues.

• Conducted speed 
enforcement on Washington 
Street Extension, Lower Plains 
Road, Three Mile Bridge Road 
and Ossie Road on July 27.

• Assisted MREMS with a 
patient who was experiencing 

physical and mental health 
emergencies on Halladay Road 
on July 27.

• Responded to a report of 
a man being “disruptive and 
intimidating” in the Merchant’s 
Row area on July 28.

• Received a report about a 
man pretending to play a violin 
while soliciting donations at the 
entrance of The Centre shopping 
plaza during the afternoon of July 
28. Police said the man agreed to 
leave the area.

• Assisted in removing what 
police described as a “volatile 
client” from the Helping 
Overcome Poverty’s Effects 
property off Boardman Street on 
July 28.

• Received a report about a 
loud college-related party in the 
Washington Street area on July 

29.
• Investigated a report of 

a suspicious person near the 
intersection of Seminary Street 
Extension and East Road on July 
29.

• Cited Sidney Sumner, 39, 
of Burlington for driving with a 
suspended license, following a 
traffi c stop on Seminary Street 
Extension on July 29.

• Responded to a theft 
complaint at Kinney Drugs on 
Court Street on July 29. Police 
said they caught up with the 
suspects, who agreed to pay for 
the merchandise they had stolen.

• Conducted speed 
enforcement on Seminary Street 
Extension on July 29 at the 
request of residents there.

• Towed a vehicle from 
downtown Middlebury on July 
30 that belonged to a person 
who had accumulated numerous 
unpaid parking tickets.

• Along with Middlebury fi re 
offi cials, got into a Benedict 
Lane apartment where a child had 
locked out their parent on July 
30.

• Responded to a report of 
horses in the middle of Morse 
Road on July 30.

• Assisted MREMS in entering 
a South Village Green Home on 
July 31.

• Spoke with a local, elderly 
person seeking police assistance 
in fi nding a retirement community 
on July 31.

• Assisted a Court Street 
apartment tenant who was having 
issues with her landlord on July 
31.

• Responded to a report of 
youths swimming in the town 
pool at around 12:30 a.m. (after 
hours) on Aug. 1. Police said they 
found no one at the pool.

ADDISON COUNTY — Twice 
in the past week Vermont State 
Police attended to crashes in 
which a vehicle left the road 
and struck a tree, resulting in 
the drivers and passengers being 
injured so severely that they were 
taken to the hospital.

First, on July 27 at around 
a quarter to 6 p.m. troopers 
responded to a one-car crash 
on Shellhouse Mountain Road 
in Ferrisburgh. Police report 
that their initial investigation 
indicated the juvenile driver was 
headed southbound at a speed that 
was too fast for conditions. The 
vehicle lost traction on the gravel 
roadway, left the southbound lane 
and struck a tree. 

The passenger, identifi ed as 
Tiauna Clark, 19, of Sheldon 
was not wearing a seatbelt and 
was seriously injured. She was 
transported to UVM Medical 
Center by helicopter. The juvenile 
driver, who was not identifi ed by 
name, was taken to Porter Medical 
Center for suspected minor 
injuries. Police cited the driver for 
driving too fast for conditions and 
violating the restrictions of their 
learner’ permit by transporting a 
passenger.

Vermont State Police remind the 
motoring public of the importance 
of wearing a seat belt.

In the second incident, troopers 
rushed to a crash on Route 7 near 
the Brandon/Leicester town line at 
around 3 p.m. on July 30. Police 
report that the 1997 Dodge truck 
that Terry Paul, 78, of Rutland 
City was driving left the highway 
and struck a tree.

Both Paul and passenger 
Michael Vitaglian, 58, of Rutland 
City were able to get out of the 
truck on their own, but were 
injured and taken to Porter 
Medical Center by Brandon Area 
Rescue Squad for care. Route 7 
in Leicester near the crash was 
temporarily closed to one lane of 
travel.

The vehicles involved in both 
crashes were judged to be total 
losses.

A third crash this past week 
apparently involved drinking and 
driving, but no trees.

On July 31 at a few minutes 
past 5 p.m. state police responded 
to a report of a one-car crash on 
Route 7 near the intersection with 
Town Hill Road in New Haven. 
Troopers report that driver Pedro 
Salvador, 22, of Carthage, Miss., 
was driving a 2003 Toyota Corolla 
northbound when the car crossed 
into the opposing lane of travel, 
left the roadway and overturned.  
Salvador was unhurt but the 
Corolla was considered a total 
loss.

While speaking with Salvador, 
troopers detected indicators 
of impairment. They screened 
Salvador and cited him for driving 
under the infl uence and negligent 
driving. They also issued him a 
ticket for driving in the wrong 
lane. Then police released 
Salvador to a sober person.

In other recent activity, troopers:
• On July 21 at nine minutes 

past 11 a.m. logged a report of 
a theft from the Maplefi eld’s 
Store on Route 7 in New Haven. 
Employees said money was 
missing from the register. Police 
alleged that a former employee, 
later identifi ed as William D. 
Harris, 63, of Middlebury, stole 
$91 from the cash register. On 
July 25 state police located Harris 
and cited him for petit larceny.

• On July 26 at 7:15 a.m. 
received a report that a vehicle 
had been stolen the night before 
at around 7 p.m. in Bristol. Police 
said the vehicle was a white 2016 
Ford cargo van with Smith and 

McClain Inc. written on the side 
of it. The vehicle was later found 
in Colchester. Police report that 
the van’s GPS indicated that 
whoever stole it made several 
stops in Addison County and in 
Chittenden County after it was 
stolen. 

Anybody with any information 
on this crime is asked to contact 
the Vermont State Police New 
Haven Barracks at 802-388-4919. 
State police also encourage 
citizens to take precautionary 
measures by locking their vehicles 
and removing the keys and any 
valuable items from inside the 
vehicle.

• On July 27 received a 
complaint of a man causing 
a public inconvenience in the 
parking lot of Cookie Love in 
North Ferrisburgh a little before 
1 p.m. The caller told police that 
the man was in the parking lot and 
picnic area harassing customers 
while they were attempting to eat 
their ice cream. The man, later 
identifi ed as Daniel C. Averill, 30, 
of North Ferrisburgh refused to 
leave the property after being told 
to do so by employees. 

Police arrested Averill, took him 
to the New Haven barracks and 
cited him for unlawful trespass 
and disorderly conduct. Anybody 
who witnessed the incident is 
asked to contact the Vermont State 
Police at 802-388-4919.

• On July 27 at approximately 
9:03 p.m. received the report of a 
domestic disturbance on Monkton 
Road in Ferrisburgh. Police 
report that Casey Simpson, 21, of 
Ferrisburgh injured a household 
member and in doing so, violated 
his active court ordered conditions 
from a previous incident. Police 
took Simpson to the barracks and 
cited him for domestic assault 
and for violating conditions of 
release. Troopers then let him go 
after issuing a new set of active 
conditions of release.

MIDDLEBURY — The Vermont 
Folklife Center has announced the 
31st year of its Vermont Traditional 
Arts Apprenticeship Program 
(VTAAP). With funding from the 
National Endowment for the Arts, 
the Center initiated the program 
in 1992 to support the continued 
vitality of Vermont’s living cultural 
heritage.

In partnership with the Vermont 
Arts Council, VTAAP provides 

stipends of up to $2,000 to master 
artist and apprentice pairs to 
cover time, materials, and travel 
expenses. Under the auspices 
of the program, traditional arts 
including Burundian women’s 
dancing, American hand-weaving, 
blacksmithing, New England style 
fi ddling and Nepali sarangi playing 
have received support. 2022-23 
applications from master artist and 
apprentice pairs will be accepted 

through Aug. 8th.
A traditional arts apprenticeship 

brings teachers and learners 
together who share a commitment 
to sustaining these art forms. It 
pairs a community-recognized 
master artist who has achieved 
a high level of expertise in their 
art form with a less-experienced 
apprentice. The master artist and 
apprentice jointly plan when, where 
and what they expect to accomplish 

during the apprenticeship. 
Apprenticeship schedules refl ect 
the time constraints of both master 
and apprentice, and range from 
short-term, intensive sessions to 
meetings spread over a year.

More than 375 apprenticeships 
supported during the fi rst 30 
years of the program represent 
a broad spectrum, from the arts 
and cultural practices of Abenaki, 
Yankee, and Franco-American 

regional cultures, to the arts of 
Somali Bantu, Tibetan, Bosnian, 
Bhutanese Nepali and other 
communities from immigrant and 
refugee backgrounds.

The VFC has been celebrating 
the 30th anniversary of VTAAP this 
year with programming around the 
state. The fi nal event, a traditional 
arts showcase of past and present 
participants in the program will 
take place at the Peacham Acoustic 

Music Festival on Aug. 13 (see 
www.pamfest.org for details).

Information and application 
forms for the Vermont Traditional 
Arts Apprenticeship Program are 
available from the Vermont Folklife 
Center, 88 Main Street, Middlebury, 
VT 05753, (802) 388-4964 or 
online at vermontfolklifecenter.
org/traditional-arts-apprenticeship.

Police Log
Vt. State

Folklife center offers cultural heritage apprenticeships

County sees serious crashes
Several people injured in recent vehicle accidents

Police Log
Middlebury

Authorities search creek for woman
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MIDD SUMMER MIDD SUMMER 
MARKETMARKET

August 11th from 3-7 p.m.
with live music by Auriant (kaomi kingsley)
Every Thursday evening in 

Downtown Middlebury
Hosted by the Better Middlebury Partnership.

Vendor application details at
ExperienceMiddlebury.com

Reader Comments

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

Quotes are taken from reader comments submitted with subscription renewals.

“It is FANTASTIC! You all do such a fine paper
with so few resources. Thank you!”

Here’s what one reader has to say about us!

A subscriber from Bridport writes:

calendarcalendar
communitycommunity

Taste for art
SAMPLE SPANISH WINE and tapas and support Town Hall Theater at the same time. Swift 

House Inn hosts Taste of Spain under the big tent on Thursday, Aug. 11, from 5:30-7:30 p.m., 
with the inn’s Sommelier, David Herren.   

Photo/Jonathan Harker

Friends of Bixby donation day in 
Vergennes. Thursday, Aug. 4, 3-6 p.m., 

back parking lot, Bixby Library, 258 Main 
St. Book donations for the upcoming book sale will 
be accepted. Please make sure your donations 
are recent (fiction after 2013 or popular author), 
clean, and in saleable condition. Any questions 
call the Bixby 802-877-2211.

Paint Night in Middlebury. Thursday, Aug. 4, 
Community Room, Ilsley Public Library, 75 Main 
St. Join Renee for a fun-filled evening of painting. 
Step-by-step instructions for an ocean themed 
painting you will take home with you. Everything 
you need is provided. Attendees under 14 years 
old must bring along an adult.

Block Party in Middlebury. Thursday, Aug. 4, 4-7 
p.m., Downtown. Come celebrate summer in 
Middlebury with an evening of food, music and 
entertainment for all ages.

Age Well sit-down lunch in 
Middlebury. Friday, Aug. 5, 11 a.m., 

VFW, 530 Exchange St. Doors open 
at 11 a.m., meal served at noon of lasagna 
rollettes, meatballs in marinara, classic mixed 
vegetables with lima beans, dinner roll, vanilla 
fluff with mandarin oranges and pineapple, and 
milk. Bring your own place setting. $5 Suggested 
donation. Masks encouraged unless seated and 
eating. Please stay home if you don’t feel well. 
Advanced reservations only by Sunday, July 31. 
Call Michelle at 802-377-1419. Open to anyone 
age 60 and up and their spouse of any age. Free 
ride may be available. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 
to inquire. TVT requires 48-hour notice.

Age Well grab-and-go meal in Starksboro. Friday, 
Aug. 5, 3:30 p.m., Starksboro Baptist Church, 
Route 116. Please stay in your car. Drive up, 
check-in, contact free pick up. Meatballs marinara 
over penne pasta with parmesan cheese, mixed 
vegetables, roll, vanilla fluff and milk. Advanced 
reservations only by Sunday, July 31. Call Michelle 
at 802-377-1419. Open to anyone age 60 and up 
and their spouse of any age. Free ride may be 
available. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. 
TVT requires 48-hour notice. 

Green Mountain Club hike in 
Lincoln. Saturday, Aug. 6, Mt. Grant via 

Cooley Glen Trail. An. 8-mile, strenuous 
hike, 2,000 ft elevation gain. Contact Ken 

Corey at kac4964@gmail.com for information or 
to register. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

Town-wide yard sale in Brandon. Saturday, Aug. 
6, 8 a.m.-2 p.m., Brandon Town Hall and locations 
across town. Stop in at Brandon Town Hall for 
some great bargains or just sit down and relax with 
a cool drink and snack for sale at its concession 
area. Bathrooms will be available downstairs. 8 
x 10 spaces with a 6’ table are available for $25 
per space. Contact Dennis at denniswmarden@
gmail.com or by leaving a message at 802-247-
5420 to rent a space.

Craft fair in Bristol. Saturday, Aug. 6, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., 
Holley Hall, 1 South St. Support the Mt. Abe varsity 
softball team and help them generate funds for 
their 2023 spring training trip. Items will be raffled 
off to support the team. Local vendors with have 
custom tumblers/water bottles, decals, crocheting 
items, t-shirts, bags, baked goods, jewelry and 
much more. Contact Gabbi at 802-324-7374 to be 
a vendor or with questions.

Used book sale in Vergennes. Saturday, Aug. 6, 9 
a.m.-noon, Downstairs in the Otter Creek room, 
Bixby Library, 258 Main St. Enter from the back 
parking lot. Choose from a large variety of fiction, 
non-fiction and children’s books, some on orderly 
shelves and the more recent in boxes.

Friends of Ilsley Library used book sale in 
Middlebury. Saturday, Aug. 6, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., 
Town Office plaza, corner of main and Cross 
Streets. Rain location, Jessica Swift Community 
Room at the Ilsley, 75 Main St. 

Two Stroke Motors in Middlebury. Saturday, Aug. 
6, 6-8 p.m., Happy Valley Orchard, Quarry Rd. 
Come hear free music in the orchard. Bring a 
chair and your own picnic. Sorry, this is not a dog-
friendly event.

King Pede card party in Ferrisburgh. Saturday, 
Aug. 6, 6:30 p.m., Ferrisburgh Town Hall and 
Community Center, Route 7. Sandwich supper 
at 6:30 p.m. then on to an evening of fun and 
card games. King Pede is an unusual game that 
involves “trick-taking” techniques such as in Hearts 
and Spades or Pitch. This is a game of fun and skill 
so come prepared to use your strategic thinking.

Pancake breakfast in Middlebury. 
Sunday, Aug. 7, 8-10 a.m., VFW, 

530 Exchange St. Menu of pancakes, 
sausage gravy & biscuits, bacon, hash, sausage, 
hash browns, eggs, toast, coffee and orange 
juice. Adults $11/children $5. Open to the public. 
All proceeds benefit Veterans’ programs.

Addison Town Historical Society picnic in West 
Addison. Sunday, Aug. 7, 4 p.m., Bodette’s Grove, 
7240 Route 17 West. A short business meeting 
at 4 p.m., followed by the picnic and socializing. 
Recent donations to the Historical Society will be 
on display, including some early stone tools and 
assorted clay pipes from the area. Bring artifacts 
to identify. Geoff and Sue Nelson will provide 
hamburgers, cheeseburgers, hot dogs, rolls and 
condiments. Let them know your preference by 
Aug.5 at gsnelson@gmavt.net or 802-759-2399. 
Bring something to share for pot-luck, your own 
plates, cutlery, napkins, and beverage. There are 
some seats and tables, or bring your own seating. 

Age Well grab-and-go meal in 
Bristol. Monday, Aug. 8, 11 a.m., 

American Legion, Airport Dr. Drive in, 
loop around, and stay in your car. Chicken and 
biscuits, red mashed potatoes, diced carrots 
with dill, strawberries over pound cake and milk. 
Advanced reservations only by Thursday, Aug. 4. 
Call Michelle at 802-377-1419. Open to anyone 
age 60 and up and their spouse of any age. Free 
ride may be available. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 
to inquire. TVT requires 48-hour notice.

City Band performance in Vergennes. Monday, 
Aug. 8, 7 p.m., on the green. Free.
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Age Well grab-and-go meal in 
Bridport. Tuesday, Aug. 9, 11 a.m., 

Bridport Congregational Church, 54 
Middle Rd. Please stay in your car. Drive up, 
check-in, contact free pick up. Chicken and 
biscuits, red mashed potatoes, diced carrots 
with dill, strawberries over pound cake and milk. 
Advanced reservations only by Thursday, Aug. 4. 
Call Michelle at 802-377-1419. Open to anyone 
age 60 and up and their spouse of any age. Free 
ride may be available. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 
to inquire. TVT requires 48-hour notice.

Age Well in-person meal in Vergennes. Tuesday, 
Aug. 9, 10 a.m., Vergennes Congregational 
Church, 30 South Water St. Doors open at 10 
a.m. Meal served at noon of broccoli quiche, 
home fries, carrots, roll, mandarin oranges and 
milk. Advanced reservations only by Thursday, 
Aug. 4. Call Michelle at 802-377-1419. Open 
to anyone age 60 and up and their spouse of 
any age. Please bring your own place setting 
Masks encouraged unless seated and eating. 
Please stay home if you don’t feel well. Local 
bus provided. Call TVT at 388-2287 to arrange. 
TVT requires a 48-hour notice. 

74th Addison County Fair & Field 
Days in New Haven. Wednesday, 

Aug. 10, 8:30 a.m.-late. Fairground, 
Route 17. Come to the area’s best county fair, 
which showcases agricultural, craft and culinary 
artistry. Fun on the midway rides.

Age Well sit-down meal in New Haven. 
Wednesday, Aug. 10, 11 a.m., Porky’s, Route 
7. Doors open at 11 a.m., meal served at 11:30 
a.m. of meatloaf, mashed potatoes, vegetable, 
roll and dessert. Coffee, tea, water or milk. 
Meal may be served in the pavilion if conditions 
allow. $5 suggested donation does not include 
gratuity. Advanced reservations only by Sunday, 
Aug. 7. Call Michelle at 802-377-1419. Open 
to anyone age 60 and up and their spouse of 
any age. Please bring your own place setting 
Masks encouraged unless seated and eating. 
Please stay home if you don’t feel well. Local 
bus provided. Call TVT at 388-2287 to arrange. 
TVT requires a 48-hour notice. 

Age Well grab-and-go meal in Monkton. 
Wednesday, Aug. 10, 11:30 a.m., Monkton 
Town Hall, 92 Monkton Ridge. Chicken and 
biscuits, red mashed potatoes, diced carrots 
with dill, strawberries over pound cake and milk. 
Advanced reservations only. Call Michelle to 
reserve by Sunday, Aug. 7, at 802-377-1419. 
Open to anyone age 60 and up and their spouse 
of any age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery 
may be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to 
inquire. TVT requires a 48-hour notice.

Town Band performs in Bristol. Wednesday, 
Aug. 10, 7-8:30 p.m. Town Green. The Bristol 
Band, which has been making music since 
1870, will play in the gazebo every Wednesday. 
Bring a lawn chair or blanket.

74th Addison County Fair & Field 
Days in New Haven. Thursday, Aug. 

11, 8 a.m.-late. Fairground, Route 
17. Come to the area’s best county fair, which 
showcases agricultural, craft and culinary 
artistry. Ferris wheel and other midway rides.

Age Well grab-and-go meal in Vergennes. 
Thursday, Aug 11. 11 a.m., St Peter’s Parish 
Hall, 85 S. Maple St. Please stay in your car. 
Drive up, check-in, contact free pick up. Chicken 
and biscuits, red mashed potatoes, diced carrots 
with dill, strawberries over pound cake and milk. 
Advanced reservations only by Sunday, Aug. 7. 
Call Michelle at 802-377-1419. Open to anyone 
age 60 and up and their spouse of any age. Free 
ride or pick-up and delivery may be provided. 
Call TVT at 388-2287 to arrange. TVT requires 
a 48-hour notice.

Taste of Spain in Middlebury. Thursday, Aug. 
11, 5:30-7:30 p.m. Swift House Inn, 25 Stewart 
Ln. Join Town Hall Theater outdoors under 
the big tent for a Taste of Spain, featuring five 
Spanish wines and tapas. Guests greeted 
with a glass of Cava, and gradually progress 
through a flight of wines, two whites and two 
reds. David Herren will provide a brief overview 
of each wine, discussing how it showcases a 
particular Spanish region. Tickets $50, available 
at townhalltheater.org. Proceeds benefit Town 
Hall Theater. 

74th Addison County Fair & Field 
Days in New Haven. Friday, Aug. 

12, 8:30 a.m.-late. Fairground, Route 
17. Come to the area’s best county fair, which 
showcases agricultural, craft and culinary 
artistry. Amusements on the midway.

Age Well grab-and-go meal in Starksboro. 
Friday, Aug. 12, 3:30 p.m., Starksboro Baptist 

TUESDAYaug
9

WEDNESDAYaug
10

THURSDAYaug
11

FRIDAYaug
12

Church, Route 116. Please stay in your car. 
Drive up, check-in, contact free pick up. Chicken 
and biscuits, red mashed potatoes, diced carrots 
with dill, strawberries over pound cake and milk. 
Advanced reservations only by Sunday, Aug. 7. 
Call Michelle at 802-377-1419. Open to anyone 
age 60 and up and their spouse of any age. Free 
ride or pick-up and delivery may be provided. 
Call TVT at 388-2287 to arrange. TVT requires 
a 48-hour notice.

Wildlife walk in Middlebury. 
Saturday, Aug. 13, 7-9 a.m., Otter View 

Park, corner of Weybridge St. and Pulp 
Mill Bridge Rd. Otter Creek Audubon and the 
Middlebury Area Land Trust invite community 
members to help survey birds and other wildlife 
at Otter View Park and the Hurd Grassland. 
Meet at Otter View Park parking area. Shorter 
and longer routes possible. Beginning birders 
are welcome. Come for all or part of the walk. 
Please bring a mask. For information call 802-
388-1007 or 802-388-6019.

74th Addison County Field Days in New Haven. 
Saturday, Aug. 13, 8:30 a.m.-late. Fairground, 
Route 17. Come to the area’s best county fair, 
which showcases agricultural, craft and culinary 
artistry. Animals, rides, fireworks. 

Dead Creek pollinator search in Addison. 
Saturday, Aug. 13, 11 a.m.-noon, West Branch 
parking lot, Brilyea Rd. Join zoologist Mark 
Ferguson for a walk through a 2-acre patch of 
dense nesting cover and pollinator habitat to hunt 
for any and all pollinators that can be caught with 
a bug net. Learn about the diversity of insects that 
feed on and pollinate our plants, beyond bees 
and butterflies. Come prepared to walk on flat 
management roads and through tall vegetation 
and/or brush. Mosquitoes and ticks likely. Limited 
supply of nets. Bring your own if you have them. 
Hand lenses also recommended. Rain date Aug. 
20. Open to 20 people of any age.

“Invasive Plants: Find ‘Em & Do ‘Em In!” in 
Cornwall. Saturday, Aug. 13, 9:30-11:30 a.m., 
Bingham Memorial School Playground Tent, 
112 School Rd. Travis Hart of Vermont Fish & 
Wildlife will identify invasive plants like buckthorn 
and honeysuckle and explain why their removal 
is important. Try out manual tools like the 
“The Uprooter” and the “Extractigator,” If you 
want, bring tools to share during the workshop 
and a chair. Free. Rain or shine. More info at 
mdodge@middlebury.edu.

Middlebury Community Music School concert 
in Middlebury. Saturday, Aug. 13, 1 p.m., 
Reference Room, Ilsley Public Library, 75 Main 
St. IPL is partnering with MCMC for free concerts 
in the library. Musician will be either teachers or 
students from MCMC.

“The Search for Vermont Samplers” in Addison. 
Saturday, Aug. 13, 1 p.m., John Strong Mansion, 
6656 Route 17. Michele Pagán and Ellen 
Thompson talk about the nationwide hunt for 
made-in-America samplers — needlework made 
by American school girls. Free and open to the 
public. Tours, 11 a.m., 1 p.m., and 2-4 p.m., free 
that day. 

Takeout turkey and salad supper in Vergennes. 
Saturday, Aug. 13, 5-6 p.m., Vergennes United 
Methodist Church, Main Street, (across from the 
Vergennes Opera House). Turkey, potato salad, 
broccoli salad, roll and dessert. Adults $12. Take 
out preorder only. Must place order by 7 p.m. on 
Aug. 11, at 802-877-3150.

Moon Hollow in Middlebury. Saturday, Aug. 13, 6-8 
p.m., Happy Valley Orchard, Quarry Rd. Come 
hear free music in the orchard. Bring a chair and 
your own picnic. Not a dog-friendly event.

Vermont Sun Triathlon events in 
Salisbury. Saturday, August 14, 8:30 

a.m., Branbury State Park, Route 53. 
The Vermont Sun Triathlon, a 600-yard 

swim/14-mile Bike/3.1-mile run. More info and 
registration at vermontsuntriathlonseries.com. 
Registration/bib pick-up online or 6:25-7:45 a.m. 
at Branbury State Park on race morning.

Pie and Ice Cream Social in Ferrisburgh. Sunday, 
Aug. 14, 1-4 p.m., Rokeby Museum, 4334 Route 
7. Celebrate summer with Rokeby’s Annual Pie 
& Ice Cream Social. As in previous years, there 
will be yards and yards of homemade pies along 
with ice cream. Live music, raffle prizes, croquet, 
and badminton on the back lawns. The Museum 
is open for free during the Social.

SATURDAYaug
13

SUNDAYaug
14

CALENDAR
ONLINE

BE SURE TO CHECK OUT OUR

Call 802-989-7220
OR email order inquiries
to info@ottereast.com

MON. 7 AM-1 PM • TUES.-SAT. 7 AM- 2 PM • SUN. CLOSED
51 OSSIE ROAD    EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT    802-989-7200

Now open  
6 days a week!

We thank you for your 
continued support.

Marvelous Muffins & More!
Find your favorite Otter Creek Bakery 

treats here at Otter East!
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Vermont’s “Sweetest” Half Marathon is Back!

After two years off because of the pandemic (2020 and 2021), central Vermont's sweetest 
half marathon is back on! But... We're changing the date from the spring to fall.

Sunday, Oct. 2, 2022

REGISTER TODAY!
1/2 MARATHON DISTANCE CAPPED AT 

750 RUNNERS —DON’T DELAY!

1/2 marathon (individual and relay) and 3 mile distances.
Enjoy the beautiful course through Middlebury and Weybridge 

on paved and gravel roads with breathtaking views!

M I D D L E B U R Y M A P L E R U N . C O M

FERRISBURGH — Ferrisburgh 
Grange King Pede card parties 
are scheduled for the Saturdays of 
Aug. 6 and 20. These get-togethers 
are held at the Ferrisburgh Town 
Hall and Community Center and 
begin at 6:30 p.m. with a sandwich 
supper and then on to an evening 
of fun and card games. King Pede 
is an unusual game that involves 
“trick-taking” techniques such 
as in Hearts and Spades or Pitch. 
This is a game of fun and skill so 
come prepared to use your strategic 
thinking! 

Rokeby’s most well-known 
event, the Pie and Ice Cream 
Social, will take place on Sunday, 
Aug. 14, from 1-4 p.m. Come enjoy 
home-baked pies, Vermont ice-
cream, live music, raffle baskets, 
croquet and badminton — fun for 
all ages. Interstate Express will 
perform live Bluegrass music. The 
Museum’s Education Center and 
Exhibits will be open at no charge 
for visitors. The exhibit, “Dissent,” 
about abolitionist messaging and 
advocacy using print materials as a 
platform, will be open and is well 
worth a visit. 

The Bixby Library reminds us 
that they are a designated Addison 
County Cooling Center. For 
those who need a reprieve from 
the summer heat, the library’s 
Vermont Room and Bixby Hall 
are air-conditioned. There is also 
cold water available in the lobby. 
Stop in to take advantage of the 
A/C, the great collection of books, 
magazines, and board games, and 
the free WiFi.

The Bixby Library and Rokeby 
Museum are partnering again this 
summer to bring you three story 
times and sing-alongs outside on 
the Rokeby lawn. This month’s 
story time will be held on Tuesday, 
Aug. 16, at 3:30 p.m.,  with the 
theme “Farming and Feasting.” 
Admission to Rokeby on Tuesdays 
after 1 p.m. is pay-what-you-
can. Come early and explore the 
exhibits, trails, and Storywalk.

Storytime at the Bixby is on the 
road for the summer. On Aug. 18, 

from 10:30 -11:30 a.m., they will 
be at the Ferrisburgh Town Beach. 
Join the group for stories, songs, 
and a take-home activity. This 
program is designed for preschool-
aged children and their caregivers. 
Kids of all ages are welcome.

The Ferrisburgh firefighters’ 
annual Chicken Barbeque is slated 
for Saturday, Aug. 20, at the Fire 
Station on Route 7. The chicken 
is ready for munching at 4:30 p.m. 
and the fun keeps going until the 
food runs out. Jerry’s barbeque 
sauce (the recipe is a well-guarded 
secret) is world famous and not 
to be missed! Please add this 
community get-together to your 
family’s calendar — the funds 
raised support the firefighting 
capacity for our community, 
making this an important event.

The Lake Champlain Maritime 
Museum has a full schedule of 
summer events and continues to 
offer free admission to all exhibits. 
View all their offerings at www.
lcmm.org. The Lake Champlain 
Challenge Race will be held 
on Saturday, Aug. 27. This is 
everyone’s favorite fun-filled 
summer race on Lake Champlain. 
All human-powered vessels 
are invited to the race at Lake 
Champlain Maritime Museum 
to try to set the new fastest time. 
The race is a three-mile triangular 
course. Participants compete in race 
categories such as 6- and 4-person 
rowing gigs, individual rowers, 
kayaks, canoes, and paddleboards 
to win their group. Information 
about registration and other details 
are on the Museum website.  

NOTE: We are always 
interested in including a variety 
of Ferrisburgh-related news in 
this column, so if you have events 
that would be of interest, contact 
Sally Kerschner at smwkersch@
comcast.net. You are also able to 
access these columns and other 
information about Ferrisburgh 
news and events by viewing the 
Ferrisburgh Town Website at www.
ferrisburghvt.org. 

LINCOLN — Have you been 
doing the Exploring Lincoln 
Quests? If so, the library would 
like to celebrate you. They will be 
hosting a Lemonade and Cookie 
Party on Wednesday, Aug. 17, at 3 
p.m. There will be snacks and games 
and activities based on questing. If 
you have completed three or more 
Quests, stop by the library to pick 
up your ticket to this fun event.
FROM THE SCHOOL BOARD
Thanks to everyone who came out 
to our informational meeting and 

dessert potluck on Thursday. It was 
great to have the opportunity to 
update people on the current and 
future work of the Lincoln School 
District Board, as well as to begin to 
listen and respond to questions.

For people who were not able 
to attend, or who have specific 
questions to ask or thoughts to share, 
we have two more informational 
meetings scheduled:

Sunday, Aug. 14, at the church 
(after the service) and Monday, 
Aug. 22, at the library (afternoon 

time TBD). 
The presentation can be viewed 

at: tinyurl.com/Lincoln-info-
meeting. If you’d like to contact the 
school board, they can be reached at 
lincolnvtschoolboard@gmail.com.

The special meeting to elect two 
additional officers will be held 
at Burnham Hall on Thursday, 
Aug. 18, at 7 p.m. A warning for 
the meeting with all the articles is 
posted at the Town Office and at the 
Lincoln Library. Voting on articles 
will be in-person only, and election 

of officers will occur by nomination 
from the floor.
REMINDER

The next Stolen Focus discussion 
will be held at the library on 
Wednesday, Aug. 10 from 10:00 
a.m. to 11:15 a.m.  To register, 
please email mellenken@aol.com.

Until next time … Dream, Plan, 
Take Action. When You Give Up 
Comparing Yourself To Other 
People, You’ll Be Free To Focus 
On Your Best Effort. We Rise By 
Lifting Others. 

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — Vergennes 

has received a $79,760 grant that 
the city will use to start installing 
“wayfinding” signs to point visitors 
toward community landmarks, 
particularly in the downtown and 
Otter Creek basin areas. 

According to a grant application 
written by both city officials and 
the Vergennes Partnership, the first 
of two phases of signs will be made 
starting in November and put in 
place this coming June.

The grant documents they sent 
to the Department of Housing 
and Community Development’s 
Downtown Transportation Fund 
stated the signs were part of the 
city’s long-term planning and 
would boost its economy by helping 
visitors find amenities, restaurants 
and shops.

They wrote: “‘Creating and 
marketing an identity’ was repeated 
throughout the Steering Committee 
discussions and the public input 
process for the Downtown-Basin 
Master Plan. The Plan opined 
that this identity could be realized 
through a wayfinding signage 
program and thus unify the 
Downtown and Basin areas, market 
Vergennes as a destination, and 
result in economic development.” 

City Manager Ron Redmond 
said the grant’s first phase would 
fund 12 to 17 signs that would point 

visitors to such Vergennes sites 
as Falls Park and Macdonough 
Park on Otter Creek, the Bixby 
Library, the Vergennes Opera 
House, Veterans 
Park (the city’s 
recreation area 
off East Street) 
and the city’s 
central green 
and downtown. 

The application 
adds, “All the businesses 
located within 
the downtown 
corridor along 
Main Street/
Route 22A, are 
locally owned by sole proprietors. 
Consequently, businesses do not 
have the necessary capital for 
large marketing campaigns … 
and statutory regulations prohibit 
signage to promote and locate them. 

“This project, although, not 
specifically mentioning any single 
business, will provide significant 
locational and promotional support 
that the businesses cannot do 
themselves.”

According to the documents the 
first phase will focus on “more 
general wayfinding signage 
including: ID Parking or Entry, 
Welcome Signage and Park Entry. 
Phase I will also include the costs 
associated with Phase II consulting 
design & working drawings.”

The next phase for which 
the city will seek additional 
funding will then focus on 

“sign fabrication for Interpretive 
Pedestal, Pedestrian 

D i r e c t i o n a l , 
V e h i c u l a r 
D i r e c t i o n a l , 
Park Trail Head, 

(and) Information 
K i o s k s , ” 
according to the 
application. 

The total 
cost of the 
first phase of 
new signs will 
be just under 

$100,000. No direct taxpayer 
money will be used to fund it: The 
city plans to use $5,000 from its 
Water Tower Fund, fed by payments 
from cellphone companies who 
hang equipment on the city’s 
former water tower, and $14,000 
from the Green Mountain Power 
“Cooperative Fund.”

That latter fund was created to 
compensate the city for hosting 
GMP’s dam on Otter Creek as a 
condition of GMP federal permit to 
use the river to generate energy.

Vergennes was one of 13 
communities to share in $2 million 
of funding in this round of awards. 

The city and the other 
municipalities were eligible for the 
Downtown Transportation Fund 

grants because they have federal 
and state recognition as either a 
Designated Downtowns or eligible 
Designated Village Centers.

With help from the Vergennes 
Partnership, which is charged 
with promoting and preserving the 
city’s economic health, the city 
successfully became a Designated 
Downtown about two decades 
ago. 

Since then, Vergennes and its 
downtown property owners alike 
have successfully applied for 
a number of grants, including 
awards that have supported 
several Main Street handicap 
access projects.

Working with the city on the 
project have been Sparky Potter 
of Wood &Wood Sign Systems 
in Waitsfield and Jory Raphael of 
LandWorks in Panton.  

In their application, city officials 
said they were confident the effort 
would have a positive impact:

“The signs designed by 
LandWorks are both attractive 
and elegant. They will improve 
the downtown’s appearance and 
aesthetics as well as provide an 
additional element of vibrancy. 
This project will provide signs at 
entrances to the city and to both the 
northern and southern gateways to 
the designated downtown district. 
These gateways have always been 
an emphasis for Vergennes.”

NEWS

Ferrisburgh Have a news tip? 
Email Sally Kerschner at 
smwkersch@comcast.net

Scan me to
learn more!

CAN YOUR CUSTOMERS
ACTUALLY FIND YOU ONLINE?

☑ Post to your company’s social media pages
☑ Monitor & respond to customer reviews
☑ Update your business directory information across dozens of channels
☑ All in one easy-to-use platform!

DIGITAL@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM 802-388-4944

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM/INDEPENDENT-DIGITAL-MARKETING

Grant to help city install new signs

THIS IS A basic design of the 
types of wayfinding signs that will 
be put up in Vergennes after the 
city bagged a new grant.

NEWS

Lincoln Have a news tip?
Call Dawn Mikkelsen at 453-7029

TOM MYRICK 
TURNSTURNS 97 97 ON AUGUST 15 ON AUGUST 15THTH!!

Birthday wishes can be sent to:

The Residence at Otter Creek
350 Lodge Road • Apt. 103

Middlebury, VT 05753

Happy Birthday with ♥♥
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&&service& DIRECTORY

auto body restoration
auto repair 
carpentry/contractors
cleaning services
computers

construction
dental services
excavation
firewood
flooring

heating &
    air conditioning
home inspections
masonryBusiness

Thursday

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

COMPUTERS

HANDYMANCONSTRUCTION

CLEANING SERVICES

AUTO BODY RESTORATION

CHECK US OUT
ONLINE AT

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

David Walker Construction
298 Biddle Road
Lincoln, Vermont

05443

Residential - Remodeling
Decks  - Doors - Windows

802-989-0320
email:

dwconstruction@gmavt.net

Dupont Auto
4087 States Prison Hollow Rd

Monkton Ridge, VT 05469
(802)453-3562 • dupontauto7@gmail.com
Full service shop. We do comprehensive 
Mechanical Diagnostics and Repairs from 
Oil Changes to Engine Rebuilds and 
Replacements. Our Body/Collision Shop does 
all levels of repair and restoration. 

24 hour towing and road side service.

AUTO REPAIR

DENTAL SERVICES

      Bristol Park Dental

6 PARK PLACE, BRISTOL, VT    802.453.7700

 BristolParkDental.com • BristolParkHybridge.com

We are here for all of your dental needs, 
and offer the highest quality comprehensive 
care.  We are proud to bring the full range 
of dental services to our community, and to 
be your premiere implant provider.

Where a Happy, Healthy Smile is a Walk in the Park!

Accepting all insurances, and in network with Delta Dental, 
CIGNA, United Concordia, & CBA Blue.  No insurance? 

No problem.  Dental membership plans now available!

LOCAL CONTRACTOR
GENERAL CARPENTRY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Remodeling • Additions

Painting • Roofing
WINNER of “Best Local Contractor” 

FOUR CONSECUTIVE YEARS by 
READERS CHOICE AWARDS!

MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT

MARK TRUDEAUMARK TRUDEAU

802.388.0860802.388.0860

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

802-453-7345  |  138 Hunt Road, New Haven, VT

Metal Fabrication
Agricultural Repair
Commercial Repair

Auto Body Repair
Rust Repair
Collison Repair

Full/Custom
    restoration

We accept all major credit cards  |  We accept Insurance claims
Follow our projects on Facebook

Family owned & operated

Over two decades experience!

MASONRY
Fine Dry Stone Masonry

Jamie Masefield
Certified by the Dry Stone Wallers
Association of Great Britain

802-233-4670
jmasefield@gmavt.net

PAINTING

REACH THE COUNTY  
ADVERTISE  HERE

ADDY INDY - 388-4944

HOME INSPECTIONS

Champlain Valley
HOME INSPECTION

Home Inspections
Water quality testing
Radon testing

champlainvalleyhomeinspection.com
802-349-0967

Adam Thomas, Owner/Licensed Inspector

Serving northern and central Vermont

Gevry Firewood LLC
gevryfirewoodvt@gmail.com

or 802-349-0699

Are you looking for green or 
seasoned firewood?

Well we’ve got it all right here in Addison, VT!

We cut, split, and deliver hardwood 
firewood in 12-24 inch lengths.

And we now offer kiln dried firewood!
Contact us today for a quote!

FIREWOOD

Quaker Village
Carpentry

Siding, Windows, Garages, Decks & Porches
New Construction, Renovations and Repairs

Maurice plouffe
802-545-2251
1736 Quaker Village Road

Weybridge, VT 05753

FLOORING

Ductwork Design • Sealing
Fabrication • Installation 
Insulation • Replacement

Plasma Art • Torches • Welding 
Plasma Table • Duct Cleaning

H.R.V. / E.R.V. Installation
Ductwork Video Camera

Buy Local!   802.989.0396
Specializing in Ductwork for Heating, 

Ventilating & Air Conditioning Systems
Commercial/Residential . Owner Operated . Fully Insured . Neat & Clean

Ductwork Design • Sealing
Fabrication • Installation
Insulation • Replacement

Duct Cleaning
H.R.V. / E.R.V. Installation
Ductwork Video Camera

Buy Local! 802.989.0396
Specializing in Ductwork for Heating, 

Ventilating & Air Conditioning Systems
Commercial/Residential . Owner Operated . Fully Insured . Neat & Clean

HEATING AND
AIR CONDITIONING

www.vermontcustommoldings.com

EXCAVATION

802-247-5475
802-349-8265

STEADY PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & EXCAVATION

Owner

194 Silver Lake Road 
Goshen, Vt.

steadymaintenance@yahoo.com

CHUCK STEADY

Melissa’s Quality
Cleaning Services
Residential & Commercial

GREAT RATES • FULLY INSURED
Reliable & Thorough 

802 345-6257

Certified
Collision Experts

All Makes and Models
Working with all

Insurance companies

(802) 388-9961
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

2196 Rt 7 South,  Middlebury
stonecdjr.com

Hometown Service from 
Your Hometown Dealers!

Factory-Trained Technicians
Servicing all makes

and models

G Stone Motors   
36 Boardman St., 

Middlebury
(802) 388-6718

gstonemotors.com 

Stone
Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
2149 Rt 7 So., Middlebury

(802) 388-9961
stonecdjr.com

F    J    C
802.310.1986

• Full service general 
contractor

• Turn key construction
• Kind knowledgeable staff

fjcbuilders.com

One cal l  does i t  a l l
Christopher Netelkos

cnetelkos@fjcbuilders.com   •   Sudbury, Vt.

 
NEW & REPAIR

Residential • Lake Camps (Dunmore)
Brick – Block – Stone 

Chimneys, Fireplaces, Outside Barbecues, 
Steps, Patios, Stone Walls

Bruce A. Maheu’s

MASONRY

                         Call Bruce
     802-352-6050 

35 Years Experience
Honest & Fair Pricing 

Free Estimates 
Fully Insured

Salisbury, VT

For an appointment , call The PC Medic of 
Vermont at 802-734-6815
www.pcmedicvt.com

The PC Medic of 
Vermont now offers 

both on-site and remote 
computer services for 

your PC.

Call today to see which 
type of appointment 

you need, and get your 
PC running correctly 

again!

JACK OF ALL 
TRADES? 

CALL 802-388-4944 OR EMAIL  
ADVERTISING@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM  
TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS.

ARE YOU A 
HOUSE PAINTER? 

ADVERTISE HERE 
THIS SUMMER!
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Soak Up The Sun!
Don’t spend your hard-earned money 
making the hot water or electricity that 
you use today–

SOLAR IS MORE AFFORDABLE THAN EVER!

Go Green with us –

We’ve been here for you for 43 years – 
Let us help you with your solar projects today. 

Call for a FREE on-site evaluation

SIDING

LAROSE SURVEYS, P.C.
Ronald L. LaRose, L.S. • Kevin R. LaRose, L.S.

Land Surveying/Septic Design
“We will take you through the

permitting process!”

25 West St. • PO Box 388
Bristol, VT 05443

Telephone: 802-453-3818
Fax: 802- 329-2138

larosesurveys@gmail.com

&&service& DIRECTORYBusiness
Thursday painting 

plumbing
property management
registration assistance
renewable energy

roofing
rubbish & recycling
septic & water
siding
storage

surveying
tree service
water delivery

SURVEYING

Reach
more potential
customers!

Place your ad in
the Addy Indy!

Marcel Brunet & Sons, Inc.
Windows & Siding

Vergennes, VT

802-316-6060 • rbrunet1@myfairpoint.net • 802-877-2640

Siding • Windows
Additions • Garages • Decks

WE HAVE THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT 
FOR THE RIGHT JOB – TO GIVE YOU

 REASONABLE RATES

Reasonable Rates • Year-round Service • Fully Insured
(802) 453-3351 • Cell (802) 363-5619

24 Hour Emergency Service 453-7014
 Brownswelding.com

Serving Vermont for over 42 years!

BROWN’S TREE & 
CRANE SERVICE

Dangerous Trees Cut & Removed
Stumps Removed  
Trusses Set
Trees Trimmed 
Land Clearing

FREE ESTIMATES FOR TREE SERVICES

TREE SERVICE

Celebrating 36 Years
Environmental Consultants – Licensed Designers

Steve Revell CPG, LD#178 BW

• Water Supply - Location, Development and Permitting
• On-Site Wastewater Design • Single & Multiple Lot Subdivision
• Property Development & Permitting
• State and Local Permitting
• Underground Storage Tank Removal & Assessment

Fax 802-453-5399 • Email: jrevell@lagvt.com
163 Revell Drive • Lincoln, VT 05443

Toll-Free: 800-477-4384
802-453-4384

www.lagvt.com

Jeremy Revell LD#611 BW • Tyler Maynard LD#597 B

CHECK US
OUT

ONLINE AT
ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

REGISTRATION 
ASSISTANCE

ROOFING

WATER DELIVERY

Advertise your business on these pages for under $10 per week.
Call 802-388-4944 or email advertising@addisonindependent.com for details.

PLUMBING

SEPTIC & WATER

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

Phone (802) 537-3555

roofingMichael Doran
• Standing seam

• Asphalt shingles 
• Slate

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

roofing

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

Phone (802) 537-3555

Michael Doran
as seen at Addison County Field Days!

• Standing seam
• Asphalt shingles 

• Slate

mpdoransr@gmail.com

Made You Look
Imagine what
this space
could do for
your business

GETGET
RESULTS!RESULTS!
ADVERTISE ADVERTISE HEREHERE

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

Go Solar with
AllEarth Renewables
Customer-driven solutions 
designed, engineered and built 
in Vermont, with over 3,000 
installations in the state.

CALL 802.872.9600 x122
allearthrenewalables.com

RENEWABLE ENERGY

ROAD READY SERVICE LLC

SAVE A TRIP TO THE DMVSAVE A TRIP TO THE DMV
Don’t drive to Rutland or Montpelier!

We can register all makes and models of cars, 
trucks, campers, trailers, RVs and boats

here in Addison County!

(802) 349-8483 
roadreadyservicellc@gmail.com
2877 Ethan Allen Hwy
New Haven, VT. 05472

Jeanne Miller

roadreadyservicellc

GET GET 
RESULTS!RESULTS!

ADVERTISEADVERTISE
HEREHERE

Short Surveying, inc.
Serving Addison County Since 1991

Timothy L. Short, L.S.
Property Line Surveys • Topographical Surveys

FEMA Elevation Certificates
135 S. Pleasant St., Middlebury, VT 

802-388-3511
ShortSurveyingVT@gmail.com

Serving Addison County
Call Us Today: (877) 777-7343

middleburyroofing.com
middleburyroofingvt@gmail.com

Slate Roof Specialists
S AV E  Y O U R  S L AT E  R O O F

Custom Copper • Standing Seam • Shingles 
Rubber • Chimneys • Siding • Windows

Senior Discount • Church Discount

Wishing for more business?
ADVERTISE YOURADVERTISE YOUR

 LAWN & GARDEN BUSINESS HERE LAWN & GARDEN BUSINESS HERE. . 

CALL 802-388-4944 CALL 802-388-4944 
OR EMAIL OR EMAIL 

ADVERTISING@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COMADVERTISING@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

A friendly, professional, 
and affordable family business.

Interior Painting

HESCOCK PAINTING

Kim or Jonathan Hescock
hescock@shoreham.net

462-3737 or 989-9107

Free Free 
Estimates Estimates 

References References 

Fully Fully 
InsuredInsured

PAINTING

Hummingbird
   Paint &
   Carpentry

Interior/Exterior 

802-377-2030
New Haven, VT

Fully 
Insured

Free
Estimates

Residential Water delivery
for Swimming Pools and Wells

Call (802) 247-5748

Wyman’s Wyman’s 
Water Water 

DeliveryDelivery
H2O
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Public Meetings
AL-ANON OFFERS HELP 
and hope to anyone who 
has been affected by a 
loved one’s drinking. 
Middlebury hosts an online 
meeting Sunday night 
7:15pm and a face to face 
one Wednesday at 1:30pm 
at CVUUS (2 Duane Court 
Middlebury near the high 
school) that you can also 
access by Zoom. Visit 
vermontalanonalateen.org 
for links and list of other 
meetings in the region. If 
you’d like to speak to an 
Al-Anon member, call our 
answering service (866-
972-5266) and an Al-Anon 
member will call you back.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS in person meetings 
are available. For a list 
of local virtual meetings 
visit http://bit.ly/district9aa.  
For more information visit 
https://aavt.org/ or call the 
24 hour hotline at 802-388-
9284.

V E R G E N N E S  F R E E 
THINKERS Founded in 
1935 on the principle of one 
alcoholic helping another 
to achieve sobriety, A.A. is 
an effective and enduring 
program of recovery that 
has changed countless 
lives.  A.A. has always 
been committed to making 
its program of recovery 
avai lable to anyone, 
anywhere, who reaches 
out for help with an alcohol 
problem.  The Vergennes 
Free Thinkers meeting 
was created in January 
of this year to maintain a 
tradition of free expression, 
conduct a meeting where 
alcoholics may feel free to 
express any beliefs, doubts 
or disbelief they may have, 
to share their own personal 
form of spiritual experience, 
their search for it, and/or 
their rejection of it, without 
having to accept anyone 
else’s beliefs or having to 
deny their own. Meetings 
are held with a high regard 
fo r  compass ion and 
inclusion without judgment 
or exception.  If you think 
we can help, please 
join us on Thursdays 
at 6pm by contacting 
Vergennesfreethinkers@
gmai l .com for  Zoom 
and in-person meeting 
information.

THE TURNING POINT 
CENTER of Addison Coun-
ty is temporarily closed.  
Due to COVID-19 we are 
now holding our meetings 
online. For up-to-date infor-
mation on how to access 
recovery services remotely 
please visit  https://turning-
pointaddisonvt.org/covid-
19-page-2/.’

VERMONT SUPPORT 
LINE Are you struggling 
with a challenging situa-
tion? Do you have feel-
ings of sadness, loneliness, 
isolation, anger, or depres-
sion? You don’t have to 
face it alone. Talk with a 
caring person who under-
stands what you’re going 
through today by calling or 
texting the free and confi-
dential Pathways Vermont 
Support Line available 24/7 
at (833) VT - TALKS.

Services
C+I DRYWALL and plaster-
ing. Call Joe 802-234-5545.

C O N S T R U C T I O N : 
A D D I T I O N S , 
RENOVATIONS new 
construction, drywall , 
ca rpen t r y,  pa i n t i ng , 
flooring, roofing, pressure 
washing, driveway sealing. 
All aspects of construction, 
also property maintenance. 
Steven Fifield 802-989-
0009.

MELISSA’S QUALITY 
CLEANING Services. 
R e s i d e n t i a l  a n d 
commercial. Fully insured. 
Great rates. Reliable and 
thorough cleaning. 802-
345-6257.

ODD JOBS lawn work, cut 
brush, some tree work. Call 
us we do other jobs too! 
802-999-2194 John.

3
WE BUY OLD STUFF Es-
tates, collections, antiques 
etc. Also hunting and fish-
ing items. Call Erik 802-
345-0653.

Free
DIGITAL ACCESS View 
obituaries, calendar listings 
and classifieds online at 
addisonindependent.com.  
Don’t miss out on events, 
garage sales, or opportu-
nities- check out our free 
digital listings.

Garage Sales
370 WHEELER RD Bran-
don. Hunting & Fishing 
items. Guns, ammo, Ar-
chery Equipment, tools, 
woodworking equipment, 
household items, clothes, 
sports equipment, shoes. 
Chevy Silverado and so 
much more. Friday, August 
5th & Saturday, August 6th, 
8am-5pm. Rain or Shine.

ESTATE SALE August 6, 
8:00-2:30, 421 S Bingham 
St, Cornwall. Several dif-
ferent vintage glassware 
and china, depression 
ware, carnival glass, milk 
glass, stoneware, antique 
tools, misc. house and lawn 
items, furniture, collect-
ibles, record albums, hand 
crank record player.

TAG SALE every day till 
6:30 Meehan Road in Bris-
tol. Look for open sign and 
red barn. Newborn-12 kids 
clothes, woman and men 
xs-3x, kitchen stuff, toys, 
nail stuff. Something for 
everyone. Come take a 
look if you can’t find please 
call 802-349-6791 or 802-
458-5455.

Opportunities

3
HOUSING IN EXCHANGE 
for live in care giving. 15 
minutes from Middlebury. 
Living in care for some-
what active 80 year old 
woman. Two private rooms 
and bath. Laundry, parking, 
storage and cats are okay. 
lincolnexpress@comcast.
net

Help Wanted
ALYSSUM IS A peer-run 
alternative and holistic 
mental health crisis re-
spite program located in 
Rochester, VT. We are 
seeking compassionate, 
nonjudgmental and ener-
getic individuals to use their 
own lived experience to 
support short term guests 
in a homelike environ-
ment. Applicants must be 
local, available for awake 
overnights, weekend fill-in 
coverage and Wednesday 
morning staff meetings. 
Competitive wages and 
friendly work environment, 
paid on-the-job training. 

More information at www.
alyssum.org. Send resume 
and cover letter including 
your lived experience with 
mental health and why you 
want to work here to staff@
alyssum.org

DEADLINE: Monday at 5 p.m. 

CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM
Addison Independent

Cash in on our 4-for-3 rates! Pay for 3 issues, get 4th issue free! An ad placed for consective issues runs the 4th time for free! PLEASE PRINT YOUR AD...

The Independent assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in ads, but will 
rerun classified ad in which the error oc-
curred. No refunds will be possible. Ad-
vertiser will please notify us of any errors 
which may occur after first publication.

Number of words:
Cost:
# of runs:
Spotlight Charge:
Internet Listing: $2.00
TOTAL:

ADDISON INDEPENDENT
58 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-4944
addisonindependent.com •  email: classifieds@addisonindependent.com

RA
TE

S

• 25¢ per word • minimum $2.50 per ad 

• $2 internet listing for up to 4 issues • minimum 2 insertions

• Special 4 for 3 rates not valid for the following categories: Services,
Opportunities, Real Estate, Wood heat, Attn. Farmers, For Rent & Help Wanted

Notices

Card of Thanks

Personals

Services

Free**

Lost ’N Found**

Garage Sales 

Lawn & Garden

Opportunities

Adoption

Work Wanted

Help Wanted

For Sale

Public Meetings**

For Rent

Want to Rent

Wood Heat

Real Estate

Animals

Att. Farmers

Motorcycles

Cars

Trucks

SUVs

Snowmobiles

Boats

Wanted

Real Estate Wanted

Vacation Rentals

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Spotlight with large 3$2** no charge for these ads

Or, submit your classified ad on our website: addisonindependent.com

Volunteer ad

3x3 or a 6x3 

Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities

Seeking a staff person to join our dynamic team,
providing support to young families through

Center and home-based services.
Positions available are Van Driver, Outreach Worker,

Childcare Teacher/Parent Educator.

Abundant professional development and individual and
group supervision opportunities, as well as collaboration

with other community agencies and home visiting.

MSW preferred, a minimum of a Bachelor’s degree
in a related field is required.

Great working environment and generous benefits

Total hours negotiable

Please send a resume and cover letter, along with 3 references 
to Donna Bailey at dbailey@addisoncountypcc.org Project Manager

Clean water. Healthy soil. Thriving agriculture.
It’s all in a day’s work for Vermont’s farmers...

And it can be a part of your work, too!

The Champlain Valley Farmer Coalition seeks a full-
time Project Manager. Our mission is to assist farmers 
in implementing innovative agricultural practices that 

enhance water quality, soil health, climate-smart 
farming, and economic resiliency in the Champlain 

Valley. We accomplish this through a positive, unified 
voice that provides targeted education and outreach 

to farmers and the public; advocates on behalf of 
farmers’ environmental interests; and collaborates with 
community partners to achieve common goals. Annual 

salary is $60,000, plus two weeks of paid leave.

Visit cvfc-vt.com/careers to view the full job 
description. To apply, submit a cover letter

and résumé to Executive Director Vijay Nazareth 
at vijay@cvfc-vt.com by August 10.

Must be familiar with tracking and allocati ng revenue and 
expenses according to profi t centers and business units. 
QuickBooks experience is required.

Set and manage budgets in collaborati on with management 
teams.

Develop systems for interpreti ng company’s cash positi on 
using routi ne cash fl ow analyses.

Responsible for year-end business planning, tax fi lings, loan 
management, weekly payables check run, bank and credit 
card reconciliati ons.

Create monthly, quarterly, yearly fi nancial reports and related 
materials.

Oversee accounts receivable and accounts payable, purchasing, 
and payroll duti es.

Champlain Orchards is looking
for a Finance Manager.

Apply at champlainorchards.com, or call 802-897-2777.

Must be familiar with tracking and allocati ng revenue and 

323 Foote Street, Middlebury
Aug. 6-7, 10am-2pm

Some furniture & appliances, 
outdoor stuff, knick-knacks 

and LOTS of cool stuff.
Masking is appreciated.

Open House Yard Sale

Sign-on Bonus, Travel Allowance, Free Meal,
New Wage Bands and Shift Differentials

The Residence at Otter Creek, a premiere senior living community 
in Middlebury, VT is accepting applications for:

Full/Part-Time Med Techs/LPN ($3,000 sign-on bonus)

Full/Part-Time Caregiver ($3,000 sign-on bonus)

Part-Time Dishwasher ($500 sign-on bonus)

Full-Time Servers ($500 sign-on bonus)

Full-Time Maintenance Assistants ($2,000 sign-on bonus)

Applicants must be able to work weekends.
Background checks required.  
Please email your resume to

Kristen LaFlam at klaflam@residenceottercreek.com.
The Residence at Otter Creek

350 Lodge Road, Middlebury, VT 05753

NOW HIRING

Addison Independent

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Public Meetings Services

Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

Garage Sales Garage Sales

Help Wanted

Help Wanted 
ads can be 

found on Pages 
9B + 10B.

RSVP of Addison County 79 Court Street, Suite 7, Middlebury, VT 05753
Learn all the ways you can make a difference!

Become a HomeShare Vermont Volunteer
HomeShare Vermont is looking for new folks to join them as Staff Volunteers. Volunteers match individuals who have 
a home to share with those seeking affordable housing. With staff help, volunteers assist with introduction meetings, 

home sharing agreements, and provide ongoing support to matches. HomeShare VT is seeking volunteers with 
listening and interviewing skills, basic computer skills, and organizational abilities who can assist for approximately 

5 hours per month. Ongoing support, supervision, and training will be 
provided. Some of this work can be done remotely. 

Contact RSVP of Addison County at 802-388-7044 or
rsvpfgp@gmail.com for more information about becoming

a HomeShare Vermont volunteer!
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF ADDISON

The Addison Development Review Board will convene a public hearing on 
Monday, August 22, 2022 at 7:00 P.M.  at Addison Town Clerk’s Office to 
address the following applications:

Please note time change, date, and meeting place.
1. Application (#22-05) from Mr. Raymond (Ray) Dykema for the 

Board’s approval for subdivision of the existing 10+/- acre residential 
parcel located at 973 Norton Town Road, Addison. Mr. Dykema is 
proposing to subdivide the property and create (2) parcels (tax map ID# 
10-18-2 Parcel ID: NT0557).

2. Application (#22-10) from Mr. Robert DiPalma & Mrs. Theresa 
DiPalma requesting Board’s approval for Conditional-Use and Waiver/
Variance permit for construction of one bedroom 3,472 sq. ft dwelling 
and a detached 764 sq. ft. garage on a non-conforming 2.55 +/- acres 
residential parcel located at 106 Orchard Lane, Addison, VT (tax map 
ID# 4-01-9-22 Parcel ID# OLO106). 

3. Application (22-11) from Richard Thurber requesting Board’s 
approval of a sketch plan for a Subdivision located on Lake Street, 
Addison, Vt. The sketch plan will show no plans for development at this 
time, he only wants to subdivide for an easier transfer of the property at 
a later time to a relative.

The applications are available for inspection at the Town Clerk’s Office 
during normal office hours. Interested parties who wish to appeal or to be heard 
must attend the hearing or may be represented by an agent or an attorney. 
Communications relating to the application may be filed in writing with the Board 
either before or during the hearings.

N.B.: Participation in a hearing is necessary to establish status as an “interested 
person” and the right to appeal a decision rendered in that hearing, according to 
the provisions of  24 V   S.A. 117 S.S.4464 (a) (1) (C), 4465(b) and 4471 (a).  
Participation consists of offering through oral or written testimony, evidence or a 
statement of concern directly related to the subject of the hearing. 

Respectfully Submitted,
John Spencer, Chair
Starr Phillips, Board Secretary
Michael Wojociechowski, Zoning Administrator

By law, public notice of proposed rules must be given by publication in 
newspapers of record. The purpose of these notices is to give the public a chance 
to respond to the proposals. The public notices for administrative rules are now 
also available online at https://secure.vermont.gov/SOS/rules/ . The law requires 
an agency to hold a public hearing on a proposed rule, if requested to do so in 
writing by 25 persons or an association having at least 25 members.

To make special arrangements for individuals with disabilities or special needs 
please call or write the contact person listed below as soon as possible. 

To obtain further information concerning any scheduled hearing(s), obtain 
copies of proposed rule(s) or submit comments regarding proposed rule(s), please 
call or write the contact person listed below. You may also submit comments in 
writing to the Legislative Committee on Administrative Rules, State House, 
Montpelier, Vermont 05602 (802-828-2231).

2021 Vermont Plumbing Rules.
Vermont Proposed Rule: 22P019
AGENCY: Plumbers Examination Board
CONCISE SUMMARY: The primary intent and focus of this rule is to update the 
Vermont adoption of the International Plumbing Code from the 2018 edition to 
the 2021 edition. The rules also allow for the updating of current methods and 
materials to be utilized. These rules are amended to clarify intent and answer 
frequently asked questions. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT: Gerald Garrow, Chair, Vermont 
Plumbers Examining Board, Department of Public Safety, 56 Howe Street, Bldg. 
A, Suite 200, Rutland, VT 05701-3449 Tel: (802)786-5841 Fax: (802)786-5872 
Email: gerald.garrow@vermont.gov URL: www.firesafety.vermont.gov http://www.
firesafety.vermont.gov. 
FOR COPIES: Robert T. Sponable, Deputy Director, Department of Public Safety 
- Division of Fire Safety, 45 State Drive, Waterbury, VT 05671. Tel: (802) 479-7566 
Fax: (802) 479-7562 Email: robert.sponable@vermont.gov 

PROPOSED STATE RULES 

TOWN OF ORWELL
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY DITCH WORK
 For complete RFP, interested parties can contact:

Edward Tracey, Town of Orwell
Wastewater Treatment Facility

PO Box 32
Orwell, Vermont 05760

802-948-2032

Auctions

TOWN OF GOSHEN
INVITATION TO BID

The Town of Goshen is accepting bids for two paving projects. Bid 
specifications can be picked up at the Goshen Town Office or by contacting Jeff 
Cathcart at cathcartjc@gmail.com for an emailed copy, information, questions, or 
to schedule a site visit. Sealed bid packages must be received by 7pm on August 
22, 2022 to be opened at the Selectboard Meeting. Work is to be completed by 
October 15, 2022.  
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AMERICAN FLATBREAD 
MIDDLEBURY Hearth 
is hiring!  Offering good 
compensation, respect-
ful co-workers, and great 
food.  We are hiring for 
multiple full time and part 
time positions including bar 
leadership, daytime prep 
and evening shifts.  Ample 
opportunities for growth in 
a positive work environ-
ment.  Please stop in for 
an application or email Joe 
at joe@americanflatbread.
com. EOE.

EASTVIEW IS LOOK-
ING for Servers to join our 
Dining Team. Do you love 
people? Great food? Sup-
portive coworkers? If so, 
then join us at EastView 
at Middlebury! Servers pro-
vide meals for residents in 
3 dining rooms with lots of 
opportunity to build new 
friendships. FT positions 
offer both traditional and 
unique benefits. Recently 
retired? In college or High 
School? Seeking a 2nd 
job? We’ve got great PT 
& per diem opportunities. 
Check out all our jobs at 
www.eastviewmiddlebury.
com/join-our-team/

HOUSE SITTER NEEDED 
last week in September and 
first two weeks in October. 
Care for two dogs, two cats, 
and water plants.  10 min-
utes to Middlebury. Call: 
802-373-0961

3
HOUSING IN EXCHANGE 
for live in care giving. Lo-
cated 15 minutes from 
Middlebury. Two private 
rooms and bath. Live in 
care assist for 80 year old 
somewhat active woman. 
Cats okay, laundry, parking, 
storage. email lincolnex-
press@comcast.net

NORTH WILLISTON CAT-
TLE CO: Is seeking a Dairy 
Herdsperson. A 240 cow 
dairy milking with 4 Lely 
robots, is seeking an expe-
rienced herdsperson. Com-
petitive salary and benefits. 
On site housing possible. 
Hours are M-F 5 a.m. - 1 
p.m. and alternate week-
ends and holidays. Must be 
able to work independently 
as well as part of a team. 
Focus is on herd manage-
ment and herd health. For 
more information please 
call Ben (802) 598 2027.

PART TIME, A&W. Two 
5 hour shifts available. All 
ages welcome, apply in 
person.

SWIFT HOUSE INN is hir-
ing a Breakfast Server to 
take and deliver orders. If 
you’re an early bird who 
enjoys talking to people 
and thrives in a fast-paced 
workplace, we’d like to 
meet you. Weekend avail-
ability a must. Full-time. 
To apply please call 802-
388-9925, email: rissa@
swifthouseinn.com, or drop 
by the inn and ask for an 
in-person application.

YEAR ROUND ALL POSI-
TIONS needed for busy 
family restaurant. Apply in 
person to Rosie’s Restau-
rant, Rte 7 South, Middle-
bury.

For Sale
20’ ALUMINUM EXTEN-
SION LADDER, 8’ step lad-
der, 6’ step ladder. Bunch 
of tools. Welder, battery 
charger, lawn roller. New 
overhead garage door 
7’x9’. 802-623-8571.

3
CARE HOME CLOSED 
Lift chairs, hospital beds, 
walkers, commodes, and 
much more. Call 802-771-
7053 or come to yard sale 
on 7/30 and 7/31.

FOR SALE: HONDA Self-
propelled gas lawn mower 
in Middlebury village. Two 
years old. $600 new. Ask-
ing $385. Call 802-989-
5773, please leave mes-
sage.

HARLEY DAVIDSON 
PARTS For Sale. Jugs, 
pistons, chips, handlebars, 
running bars, saddle bags 
etc. Brand new muffler. 
Lots of nuts, bolts, nails, 
all kinds of hardware. 802-
759-2030.

TWO RIFLES FOR sale. 
Savage Rifle Youth Model 
.243 caliber $400. 3 boxes 
of premium ammo $150. 
Thompson Center Arms 
Compass model rifle. 6.5 
Creedmoor $350. 5 boxes 
of ammo $200. 802-483-
2373.

Lawn and 
Garden

FOR SALE: HONDA Self-
propelled gas lawn mower 
in Middlebury village. Two 
years old. $600 new. Ask-
ing $385. Call 802-989-
5773, please leave mes-
sage.

Vacation Rentals
ADDISON: LAKE CHAM-
PLAIN waterfront camp. 
Beautiful views, gorgeous 
sunsets, private beach, 
dock, rowboat and canoe 
included. $999. weekly, or 
call for weekends. 802-349-
4212, no texts.

For Rent
DRY, WINTER/SUMMER 
STORAGE SPACE in Ad-
dison. Available storage 
space in my barn for sum-
mer/winter storage. The 
barn is structurally sound 
and weather-tight with 
electricity. No heat or run-
ning water. The barn is also 
available for lease. The en-
trance door measurements 
are 8’ wide by 7’ high. For 
more info: 802-363-3403 
or rochon_m@yahoo.com.

MIDDLEBURY ONE BED-
ROOM Very nice, very con-
venient, onsite laundry, free 
satellite dish, no pets, non-
smoking. $900 per month 
plus utilities. 802-388-5474

MIDDLEBURY SUGAR-
WOOD APARTMENTS 
is currently taking waitlist 
applications for 2, 3, 4  bed-
room apartments. Minimum 
occupancy requirements.  
No smoking/ No pets.  In-
come limits apply- Rent 
based on income. Equal 
Housing Opportunity 802-
247-0165 TTY: 800-253-
0191 www.SummitPMG.
com.

MIDDLEBURY, OFF CAM-
PUS HOUSING available. 
802-388-4831, AJ Neri 
Property Rentals.

VERGENNES VALLEY 
VIEW APARTMENTS is 
currently taking wait list ap-
plications.  Occupants must 
be 62+ years of age.  No 
smoking/ No pets. Income 
limits apply - Rent based 
on income. Equal Housing 
Opportunity.  802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com.

Att. Farmers
HORSE BLANKET WASH 
and repair.  Accepting non-
leather (for now) horsewear 
of all kinds for cleaning and 
repairing at my Weybridge 
location.  Call or text Sue 
Miller at 802-377-5945 or 
email svdwmiller@icloud.
com with “horse” in the 
subject line for more in-
formation.

SMALL SQUARE BALES 
$3.50.  Excellent round 
bales $30.00.  Call 802-
377-5455.

WHITNEY’S CUSTOM 
FARM WORK Pond agi-
tating, liquid manure haul-
ing, drag line aerating. Call 
for price. 462-2755, John 
Whitney.

Trucks
05’ GMC DUALLY 164,000 
miles. Very good condition. 
$15,000. 802-989-9423.

Wanted

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent

It’s against the law to 
discriminate
when advertising 

housing

Let us help you sift 
through the complexities 
of the Fair Housing Law. 
Stay legal. Stay on the 
right side of the nation’s 
Fair Housing Law. 

Call the Addison 
Independent at
(802) 388-4944. 

It’s against the law to discriminate when 
advertising housing. Its easier to break 
the law than you might think. You can’t 
say “no children” or “adults only.”
There’s a lot you can’t say.
The Federal Government  
is watching for such
discrimination.

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

HOPE is looking for a few new people 
to join our team in the resale store. 
We need a store associate to operate 
a cash register, assist customers, 
and keep the store looking tidy and 
attractive. We also need one or two 
people to help out in the warehouse, 
accepting donated items from the public, 
preparing items for the sales fl oor, and 
helping to manage the fl ow of goods into 
and out of the warehouse. And, we are 
seeking someone who can drive our 
box truck to do pickups and deliveries 
of large items. We offer very competitive 
wages, paid time off, medical, dental 
and life insurance, as well as matched 
retirement savings. Full-time or part-
time, tell us what would work for you. No 
evenings required, and a schedule of no 
more than fi ve days a week, Sundays 
and Mondays off.  

Applications may be emailed to 
receptionist@hope-vt.org or mailed 
to us at 282 Boardman Street, Suite 
1A, Middlebury. Please include your 
work history and brief notes about 
your relevant skills. 

Equal Opportunity Employer.

Vermont Soap is looking for attentive, 
reliable and responsible people to work 
in our production department. 

This position requires basic computer 
skills, attention to detail, the ability to 
sit or stand for long periods of time and 
the ability to lift up to 50lbs. Must be 
a team player and also able to work 
independently. 

This is a full time position (Mon-Fri 
7-3:30) with paid vacation time, paid 
holidays, 401k with employer match, 
and more!

Please send cover letter and resume to 
nichole@vermontsoap.com.

Production Team 
Members

NOW
HIRING!

CLASS A CDL 
DRIVER WITH 

HAZMAT & TANKER 
ENDORSEMENTS

HOME NIGHTLY
 + LOCAL DRIVING

Call Theresa Everett
at 970-613-3135 

or walk in at
4923 VT Route 22A, 
Addison, VT 05491

to apply.

The ideal candidate should have a current Class B 
CDL, clean driving record, and ability to work a flexible 
schedule with overtime in the winter. Must live within a 
reasonable distance of Weybridge. Capable of driving 
dump trucks, snow plowing, equipment maintenance, 

roadside mowing, culvert work & operating small 
equipment. Good benefits, paid holidays, retirement, 
sick days, and insurance. Pay based on experience. 

Applications are located on the Town Website. 
Mail to: Town of Weybridge

1727 Quaker Village Rd., Weybridge, VT 05753
or email to: clerk@townofweybridge.org

802-545-2450

Road Crew Position

TOWN OF
WEYBRIDGE

ALL ADDISON COUNTY LOCATIONS 
CURRENTLY HIRING!

For openings and to apply, visit 
Maplefields.com

Looking for work in your hometown? 
We offer medical, dental, paid vacation, 

personal time, sick time and 401K for
full time positions.

THE MEADOWS
Middlebury, VT

We are currently 
accepting applications 

for our waiting list.
Eligible applicants pay 
30% of their adjusted 

income for rent.
For more information, 
please write or call the 

rental management agent.

Real-Net
Management, Inc.

26 Court Street
Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-4994
EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY

OLD & Used
guns wanted

P: 802-775-2859
C: 802-236-7213

Rifles, 
Hand 
guns, 

Shot guns
Top prices paid.

Help Wanted

All real estate 
advertising in this 
newspaper is subject  
to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act of 
1968 as amended 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, 
or persons receiving 
public assistance, 
or an intention to 
make any such 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will 
not  knowingly accept 
any advertisement 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
in this newspaper 
are available on an 
equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain 
of discrimination, call 
HUD Toll-free at 1-800-
424-8590. For the 
Washington, DC area 
please call HUD at  
426-3500.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORUNITIY

Help Wanted

For Sale For Rent

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted

For Rent

E-Mail
Us!

News Articles
news@addisonindependent.com

Advertising
ads@addisonindependent.com

or
classifieds@ 

addisonindependent.com

Addison (1)
Addison County Courthouse 

(1)
Bristol (1)

Ferrisburgh (1)
Friends of the Vergennes 

Opera House (1)
Goshen (1)
Lincoln (2)

Middlebury (2)
Mt. Abraham Unified School 

District (1)
New Haven (1)

Orwell (1)
Rochester (1)

Rutland Northeast Supervisory 
Union (1)

Starksboro (1)
Tri-Valley Transit (1)
State of Vermont (1)

MARKET REPORT
ADDISON COUNTY

COMMISSION SALES
RT. 125 • EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT

Sales for 7/28 & 8/1, 2022
                        COST 
BEEF LBS. /LB $
Monument Farms 1140  1.00 $1140.00
Kayhart Bros.  1825  .90 $1642.50
Vorsteveld Farm 1770  .90 $1593.00
Nop Bros & Sons 1705  .90 $1534.50
A. Brisson 1520  .90 $1368.00
Blue Spruce Farm 1995  .85 $1695.75
K. Gray 1630  .82 $1336.60
                        COST 
CALVES LBS. /LB $
Kayhart Bros 104 3.10  $322.40
A. Brisson    91 3.00  $273.00
H. Sunderland 118 2.80  $330.40
J. Allen   77 2.65  $204.05
Champlainside Farm  92 2.50  $230.00
Total # Beef: 140 Total # Calves: 167 
We value our faithful customers.

Sales at 3 pm - Mon. & Thurs.
call 1-802-388-2661
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Tuesday 12:30pm to 4:30pm

APPOINTMENTS REQUIRED.
FACE MASKS REQUIRED.

(even if vaccinated)

802-388-1966
addisoncountyclerk@gmail.com

Full Passport Service
Addison County Courthouse
The Addison County Clerk located in 

Frank Mahady Courthouse is available 
to accept passport applications
and provide  passport photos.

REGULAR HOURS
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday

9am to 1pm

WARNING FOR 
SPECIAL MEETING

MOUNT ABRAHAM UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
The legal voters of the town of New Haven are hereby NOTIFIED and 

WARNED to VOTE BY AUSTRALIAN BALLOT at the Town Hall in New Haven, 
Vermont on Tuesday, August 9, 2022 between the hours of 7 AM and 7 PM to 
act upon the following question:

Article 1: Shall the legal voters of the town of New Haven ratify and approve the 
Town of Starksboro’s vote of May 10, 2022 to withdraw the Town of Starksboro 
from membership in the Mount Abraham Unified School District (‘MAUSD’)?
For the purpose of voting by Australian ballot:

Voters of the Town of New Haven will vote at the Town Hall located at 70 North 
Street, New Haven, VT 05491. The Polls will open on Tuesday, August 9, 2022, 
at 7:00 AM and close at 7:00 PM.

Upon closing of the polls, the ballots shall be publicly counted by representa-
tives of the Board of Civil Authority of the Town of New Haven. Ballots will not be 
commingled.

The legal voters of the Mount Abraham Unified School District are further no-
tified that voter qualification and registration relative to said meeting shall be as 
provided in Section 706(u) of Title 16, and Chapters 43, 51 and 55 of Title 17, 
Vermont Statutes Annotated.

Dated this 6th day of July, 2022.
On behalf of the Mount Abraham Unified School District Board of Directors:
Dawn Griswold, Chair of the Board
Received for the record and recorded this 6th day of July 2022 by:
Jennifer Bauer, Clerk of the Distric

WARNING FOR
SPECIAL MEETING

MOUNT ABRAHAM UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
The legal voters of the town of Monkton are hereby NOTIFIED and WARNED 

to VOTE BY AUSTRALIAN BALLOT at the Monkton Town Hall in Monkton, 
Vermont on Tuesday, August 9, 2022 between the hours of 7 AM and 7 PM 
to act upon the following question:

Article 1: Shall the legal voters of the town of Monkton ratify and approve the 
Town of Starksboro’s vote of May 10, 2022 to withdraw the Town of Starksboro 
from membership in the Mount Abraham Unified School District (‘MAUSD’)?
For the purpose of voting by Australian ballot:

Voters of the Town of Monkton will vote at the Monkton Town Hall located 
at, 92 Monkton Ridge, Monkton, VT 05473. The Polls will open on Tuesday, 
August 9, 2022, at 7:00 AM and close at 7:00 PM.

Upon closing of the polls, the ballots shall be publicly counted by 
representatives of the Board of Civil Authority of the Town of Monkton. Ballots 
will not be commingled.

The legal voters of the Mount Abraham Unified School District are further 
notified that voter qualification and registration relative to said meeting shall be 
as provided in Section 706(u) of Title 16, and Chapters 43, 51 and 55 of Title 
17, Vermont Statutes Annotated.

Dated this 6th day of July, 2022.
On behalf of the Mount Abraham Unified School District Board of Directors:
Dawn Griswold, Chair of the Board
Received for the record and recorded this 6th day of July 2022 by:
Jennifer Bauer, Clerk of the District

WARNING FOR
SPECIAL MEETING

MOUNT ABRAHAM UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
The legal voters of the town of Bristol are hereby NOTIFIED and WARNED 

to VOTE BY AUSTRALIAN BALLOT at Holley Hall in Bristol, Vermont on 
Tuesday, August 9, 2022 between the hours of 7 AM and 7 PM to act upon 
the following question:

Article 1: Shall the legal voters of the town of Bristol ratify and approve the 
Town of Starksboro’s vote of May 10, 2022 to withdraw the Town of Starksboro 
from membership in the Mount Abraham Unified School District (‘MAUSD’)?
For the purpose of voting by Australian ballot:

Voters of the Town of Bristol will vote at Holley Hall located at 1 South Street. 
Bristol, VT 05443. The Polls will open on Tuesday, August 9, 2022, at 7:00 AM 
and close at 7:00 PM.

Upon closing of the polls, the ballots shall be publicly counted by 
representatives of the Board of Civil Authority of the Town of Bristol. Ballots 
will not be commingled.

The legal voters of the Mount Abraham Unified School District are further 
notified that voter qualification and registration relative to said meeting shall be 
as provided in Section 706(u) of Title 16, and Chapters 43, 51 and 55 of Title 
17, Vermont Statutes Annotated.

Dated this 6th day of July, 2022.
On behalf of the Mount Abraham Unified School District Board of Directors:
Dawn Griswold, Chair of the Board
Received for the record and recorded this 6th day of July 2022 by:
Jennifer Bauer, Clerk of the District

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
The Rutland Northeast Supervisory Union School District Board (Owner) is 
seeking competitive bids to provide a modular learning unit, for Neshobe 

Elementary School, 17 Neshobe Circle, Brandon, VT 05733. The unit size should 
be 28x52 and consisting of two classroom spaces, two private office spaces, and 
an ADA-accessible bathroom. All bidders shall submit an itemized costs estimate 

that includes a new unit and if available a used modular portable classroom of 
good and usable quality. Bids shall also include the cost of a five-year lease as 

well as the purchase cost of the unit.
 Bids are due Monday, August 15, 2022 at 1:00pm

 All units utilized and work shall be code compliant. Delivery and Substantial 
Completion shall be achieved as soon as possible. Please specify delivery and 

substantial completion date in your proposal. Note that related utilities, utility 
connections and supporting concrete base pad, or piers, are not part of this 

project and will be addressed separately and completed this summer or fall. The 
selected vendor needs to provide concrete specifics no later than September 1st 

for site work to be completed.
Bid Packages are available upon request by contacting Ms. Brenda L. Fleming, 

Director of Business and Finance, Rutland Northeast Supervisory Union, by email 
at bfleming@rnesu.org.

Administrative Assistant
Town of Rochester Selectboard

The Rochester Selectboard is seeking an articulate, energetic person to provide 
part-time administrative support to the Selectboard. Position requires an individual 
who can work independently with boards and committees, as well, and can interact 
positively with Town office personnel and elected Town officials. Must possess su-
perior communication skills and must demonstrate an interest in grant writing and 
research. Proficiency with Microsoft Word, and Excel, and a comfort level working 
with portals is required. Familiarity with Vermont Statutes is helpful. This position 
is for an average of 22 hours per week. Some evening meetings will be required. 

Salary commensurate with experience. Position is available after August 15, 2022.
Qualified applicants should send a resume, cover letter, and references to: 

Selectboard, Town of Rochester
PO Box 238

Rochester, VT 05767
The Town of Rochester is an Equal Opportunity Employer

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Town of Middlebury is considering making application to the State of 
Vermont for an Implementation Grant under the Vermont Community Develop-
ment Program. A public hearing will be held at 7:15 PM on August 23, 2022 at 
the Middlebury Town Office’s Large Conference Room, in person or virtually at: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87165602161, Dial in: +1 646 558 8656, Webinar ID: 
871 6560 2161 to obtain the views of citizens on community development, to 
furnish information concerning the amount of funds available and the range of 
community development activities that may be undertaken under this program, 
the impact to any historic and archaeological resources that may be affected by 
the proposed project, and to give affected citizens the opportunity to examine the 
proposed statement of projected use of these funds.

The proposal is to apply for up to $1,000,000 in VCDP Funds which will be 
used to accomplish the following activities: Expanding and renovating Otter 
Creek Child Center, 150 Weybridge Street, to provide up to 77 new child care 
spaces and up to 22 new jobs. Copies of the proposed application are available 
from cgrant@townofmiddlebury.org at the Middlebury Town Offices and may be 
viewed during the hours of 9:00 – 3:00 on Monday to Thursday. Should you 
require any special accommodations, please contact Crystal Grant at cgrant@
townofmiddlebury.org to ensure appropriate accommodations are made. For the 
hearing impaired please call (TTY) # 1-800-253-0191.
 Legislative Body for the Town of Middlebury

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY SELECTBOARD MEETING
ROOM 116 – LARGE CONFERENCE ROOM

TOWN OFFICES – 77 MAIN STREET
TUESDAY, AUGUST 9, 2022 - 7:00 P.M.

 Also available via Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85210540769
By Phone: +1 646 931 3860 (not toll-free)

Webinar ID: 852 1054 0769

 For those wishing to watch but not participate:
Selectboard meetings are livestreamed to MCTV’s YouTube Channel:

https://www.youtube.com/user/MCTVVermont
and also broadcast live on Comcast Channel 1071 

AGENDA
 7:00  1. **Call to Order
 2. *Approval of Agenda
         3. *Approval of Consent Agenda
  3.a. Approval of Minutes of the July 26, 2022 Regular   

 Selectboard Meeting
  3.b. Acceptance of Selectboard Subcommittee Meeting   

 Minutes – July 20, 2022 Energy Committee Meeting 
  3.c. Agenda Placeholder
  3.d. Town Manager’s Report
  - Updates on Middlebury Airport Communications
  - Update on Washington Street Waterline Project & Colonial   

 Drive Infrastructure Improvements
7:05  4. **Citizen Comments [Opportunity to raise or address issues not 

otherwise included on this agenda]
 5. **Agenda Placeholder
 6. *Approval of Application for 1st, 2nd Class Liquor Licenses, 

and Outside Consumption Permits for K3K LLC doing business as 
Shiretown Marketplace

7:15  7. *Public Hearing #2 on Zoning Bylaw Amendments
  7.a. Consider Adoption of Zoning Bylaw Amendments
7:55  8. *Appointment to position of elected Treasurer
8:00  9. *Discuss and Consider the Energy Committee’s Correspondence 

Regarding the Proposed Summit Housing Development off 
Seminary Street Extension

8:10  10. *Personnel Committee Recommendations on Finance Office 
and Town Manager Office Staffing

8:20  11. *Re-adoption of Municipal Codes and Policies, as required by 
the Vermont Community Development Program (VCDP), as needed 
for the Lindale Mobile Home Park Septic System Upgrade Projects 
and other upcoming grant applications to the VCDP Program

 12. *Approval of Check Warrants
 13. **Board Member Concerns
 14. *Executive Session – Personnel & Contracts – Anticipated 
 15. **Action on Matters Discussed in Executive Session
8:30  16. *Adjourn
 * Decision Item   ** Possible Decision

TOWN OF NEW HAVEN
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Town of New Haven is considering making application to the State of 
Vermont for an Accessibility Modification Grant under the Vermont Community 
Development Program.  A public hearing will be held at 6:30 PM on August 23, 
2022, at the New Haven Town Offices and Zoom (see link below). The purpose 
of this meeting is to obtain the views of citizens on community development, to 
furnish information concerning the amount of funds available and the range of 
community development activities that may be undertaken under this program, 
the impact to any historic and archaeological resources that may be affected by 
the proposed project, and to give affected citizens the opportunity to examine the 
proposed statement of projected use of these funds. The proposal is to apply for 
VCDP Funds which will be used to accomplish accessibility modifications to the 
following building:  Town Hall’s northwesterly entry to bring it into full compliance 
with the Americans with Disabilities Act through re-grading, installation of remote 
door controls, a new portico, a new door, improved signage, and other improv
ements.                   

Copies of the proposed application are available at the New Haven Town 
Offices and may be viewed during Office hours: 8:30 am – 4:00 pm, Monday – 
Thursday.  Should you require any special accommodations, please contact Town 
Clerk, Pam Kingman at 802-453-3516 to ensure appropriate accommodations 
are made. For the hearing impaired please call (TTY) # 1-800-253-0191.

Please join the meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone.  
https://zoom.us/j/98387642466?pwd=V0VYazNjU2plSHBzU2ltaDFNQW43

QT09
Meeting ID: 983 8764 2466

Passcode: t0MFty
Dial by your location

+1 646 876 9923 US (New York)
Meeting ID: 983 8764 2466

Passcode: 570414
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/axMqGlxYB

FRIENDS OF THE VERGENNES OPERA HOUSE 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

The Friends of the Vergennes Opera House (FVOH) seeks proposals 
from qualified architectural firms for complete design services to construct 
accessibility improvements to Vergennes City Hall and Opera House. Qualified 
firms will have experience complying with the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for the Rehabilitation of Historic Buildings, accessibility modifications 
and not less than $1M of professional liability insurance. A copy of the Request 
for Proposals may be downloaded from https://www.vergennesoperahouse.
org/ . A mandatory site visit for respondents will be held August 10, 2022 and 
proposals are due August 31, 2022.  FVOH reserves the right to reject any 
and all proposals, or to accept any proposal deemed to be in its best interests. 
FVOH does not discriminate and proposals from minority and women-owned 
business enterprises are invited.

TOWN OF LINCOLN
PUBLIC NOTICE

Monday, August 8, 2022, at 6:00 pm at Burnham Hall
(52 East River Road, Lincoln, VT) and virtually using Zoom

The Lincoln Zoning Board of Adjustment will continue a hearing which was 
first held on May 23, 2022. This is for Application # 22-023 as requested by 
Marilyn Ganahl for an appeal of Permit # 22-022 that was granted to Kyle Clark 
for a Restricted Landing Area on Parcel I.D. # 17070163.100 at 432 Orchard 
Road North in Lincoln, VT. 

Participation in the local proceeding is a prerequisite to the right to take any 
subsequent appeal. Please call the Town Office at (802) 453-2980 to arrange a 
time to view the complete application.

The Zoom link will be included in the agenda which can be found on the 
Town’s website the week prior to the hearing: https://lincolnvermont.org/zba.
 Nicole Lee, Lincoln ZBA Clerk

      Public Notices  can be found on Pages 10B, 11B and 12B.
BURLINGTON — Vermont’s 

annual Rabies Bait Drop is scheduled 
to begin on Aug. 5. The week-long 
bait drop is part of a nationally 
coordinated effort between the State 
of Vermont and the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture Wildlife Services to 
prevent the spread of rabies — a fatal 
disease.

Rabies vaccine — in the form 
of a sweet-smelling oral bait that is 
attractive to raccoons and skunks 
— will be dropped in rural areas of 
Vermont from low-flying aircraft and 
placed by hand in residential centers. 
Pilots are able to control the release 
of bait in order to avoid residential 
areas. When an animal bites into 
the bait, it takes in the oral vaccine 
and will develop immunity to rabies. 
Approximately 450,000 quarter-
sized blister packs containing rabies 
vaccine will be distributed in nearly 
100 Vermont communities across 
eight counties.

Rabies is a deadly viral disease 
of the brain that infects mammals. 
Rabies is most often seen in 
raccoons, skunks, foxes and bats, 
but unvaccinated pets and livestock 
can also get the disease. The virus 
is spread primarily through the bite 
of an infected animal. If a rabies 
exposure is left untreated, the disease 
is almost always fatal in humans 
and animals. However, treatment 
is 100% effective when given soon 
after a person is bitten by a rabid 
animal.

The bait packs are not poisonous 
and are not harmful to people, pets 
or wildlife. “You can’t get rabies 
from the bait,” State Epidemiologist 
Patsy Kelso, “but if you find a bait 
pack, please don’t touch it unless 
necessary. Leave the bait undisturbed 
so it can be eaten by wild animals.”

If the bait must be moved, use 
gloves or a plastic bag. If your pet 
eats a bait, or if a child brings one 

RABIES BAIT VACCINES will be dropped throughout the state for 
a week beginning Aug. 5. The vaccine will be dropped in rural areas 
of Vermont from low-flying aircraft and placed by hand in residential 
centers.

Photo courtesy Vermont Department of Health

home, let officials know by calling 
the Vermont Rabies Hotline at 
1-800-4-RABIES (1-800-472-2437) 
or call the toll-free number printed 
on the bait.

So far this year, 15 animals in 
Vermont have tested positive for 
rabies, four of which have been 
raccoons.

Wildlife officials remind 
Vermonters to leave wildlife alone 
and enjoy them from a safe distance. 
“While rabid animals may change 
their normal behavior, you really 
can’t tell whether an animal has 
rabies simply by looking at it,” said 
USDA Wildlife Biologist Owen 
Montgomery. “People should not 
touch or pick up wild animals or 
strays — even baby animals that 
may appear abandoned. They most 
likely are not.” Montgomery also 
encouraged people to be sure pets 
and other domesticated or farm 
animals are up to date on rabies shots 
as appropriate.

Rabies Bait Drop to begin on August 5
If you suspect an animal may 

have rabies, call the Rabies Hotline: 
1-800-4-RABIES (1-800-472-2437) 
or 1-802-223-8697

TOWN OF STARKSBORO
STARKSBORO, VERMONT

BEN ROBERTS ROAD
UPPER CULVERT REPLACEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
Sealed Bids for the construction of the Town of Starksboro – Ben Roberts 

Road Upper Culvert will be received by the Town of Starksboro at the Starksboro 
City Hall, 2849 VT Route 116 Starksboro, VT 05487, until 3:00 pm local time 
on Wednesday August 31, 2022. Bids received will be “publicly” opened and 
read. Bidders providing bids by mail shall allow for delivery time. The Project 
consists of replacing an existing damaged 48” culvert with a 60” x 46” metal 
squash culvert on Ben Roberts Road in Starksboro, VT.

Bids will be received for a single prime Contract. Bids shall be on a lump sum 
and unit price basis, as indicated in the Bid Schedule.

The Issuing Office for the Bidding Documents is: Otter Creek Engineering, 
Inc., P.O. Box 712, 404 East Main St., Middlebury, VT, (802) 382-8522. 
Prospective Bidders may examine the idding Documents also may be examined 
at the Starksboro Town Offices located at 2849 VT-116, Starksboro, VT 05487, 
on Mondays through Thursdays between the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m.; and may obtain copies of the Bidding Documents from the Issuing Office 
as described below.

Bidding Documents also may be examined at the Starksboro Town Offices 
located at 2849 VT-116, Starksboro, VT 05487, on Mondays through Thursdays 
between the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.; and the office of the Engineer, 
Otter Creek Engineering, Inc, 404 East Main Street, Middlebury, VT (802-
382-8522, on Mondays through Fridays between the hours of 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Printed copies of the Bidding Documents may be obtained from the Issuing 
Office, during the hours indicated above, upon payment of $50.00 for each set. 
Checks for Bidding Documents shall be payable to “Otter Creek Engineering, 
Inc.” mailing address: P.O. Box 712, East Middlebury, VT 05740. Upon 
request and receipt of the document payment indicated above, the Issuing Office 
will transmit the Bidding Documents. The date that the Bidding Documents are 
transmitted by the Issuing Office will be considered the Bidder’s date of receipt of 
the Bidding Documents. Partial sets of Bidding Documents will not be available 
from the Issuing Office. Neither Owner nor Engineer will be responsible for full 
or partial sets of Bidding Documents, including Addenda if any, obtained from 
sources other than the Issuing Office. Neither Owner nor Engineer will be 
responsible for issuing Addenda if any, to parties obtaining Bidding Documents 
from sources other than the Issuing Office.

Electronic copies of Bidding Drawings and Documents are available 
upon request to all parties recorded as having officially received the Bidding 
Documents from the Issuing Office, as portable document format (PDF) files, 
via e-mail.

A pre-bid conference will be held at 9:00 am local time on Tuesday, August 
16, 2022 at the Starksboro Town Garage, located at 3904 Vt Route 116, 
Starksboro, VT 05487 next to the Starksboro Fire station.

Attendance at the pre-bid conference is highly encouraged but is not 
mandatory.

Bid security shall be furnished in accordance with the Instructions to Bidders.
Town of Starksboro, Josh Martell, Roadway Foreman
August 4, 2022
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Public feedback welcomed on TVT bus schedule changes, proposed to take 
effect on 8/31/22.

• New stops on several routes
• New stop times proposed for Bristol, Vergennes and Snow Bowl buses 
• Park and Ride on Exchange Street to be discontinued due to low demand

To preview proposed schedule, visit NEWS at www.trivalleytransit.org. A public 
meeting will take place on Zoom on 8/17/22 from 7:00-7:30pm https://us06web.
zoom.us/j/88643440961 or in person at 297 Creek Road, Middlebury.  Please 
call (802) 388-2287 at least 2 business days ahead if you need a ride or accom-
modation to participate. Written feedback is also welcome by 8/18/22 at info@
trivalleytransit.org.   

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF LINCOLN
PUBLIC NOTICE

The Lincoln Zoning Board of Adjustment will conduct a site visit and continue 
a hearing which was first held on May 23, 2022. This is part of the review for 
Application # 22-028 as requested by James Dumont for Sarah Laird and also 
other appellants, for an appeal of Permit # 21-011 that was granted to the 
Bicknell Trust for a seasonal camp on Parcel I.D. # 19070203.000 on Elder Hill 
Road in Lincoln, VT.

Wednesday, August 10, 2022
4:30 pm: Meet at the ballfield (accessed from Elder Hill Road) to 

coordinate transportation to the Bicknell Trust property location as noted 
above.

5:00 pm: Site visit to begin at the Bicknell Trust property. 
**Participants must register and submit waivers by Monday, August 8, 

2022, at 2:00 pm. Waivers can be found on the Town’s website and at 
the Town Office. **

6:00 pm or soonest thereafter the site visit: Continuation of the 
hearing to be held at Burnham Hall, 52 East River Road, Lincoln, VT, 
and virtually using Zoom.

Participation in the local proceeding is a prerequisite to the right to take any 
subsequent appeal. Please call the Town Office at (802) 453-2980 to arrange a 
time to view the complete application.

The Zoom link will be included in the agenda which can be found on the 
Town’s website the week prior to the hearing: https://lincolnvermont.org/zba.
 Nicole Lee, Lincoln ZBA Clerk

TOWN OF BRISTOL
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Bristol Development Review Board will hold the following hearings on 
August 23, 2022, beginning at 7:00 P.M. The hearings will be held in person at 
the Town Office, located at 1 South Street. The hearings will also be available via 
Zoom and login information is below.

Permit #22-401: Craig Scribner Sr. located at 78 Bristol Cliffs Drive (Parcel 
#090153) is requesting Final Plat approval for a 2-lot subdivision per Bristol 
Unified Development Regulations Article IX, Sec. 930

Copies of the complete zoning applications are available for review at the Bristol 
Town Office during regular business hours.

Remote Access: Join Zoom Meeting https://zoom.us/ • Meeting ID: 857 8676 
1083 • Passcode: 805823 • Phone In: 1-646-558-8656 • Meeting ID: 857 8676 
1083 • Passcode: 805823

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85786761083?pwd=RFlWSGFwamJIRG5KOEpCal-
NITDczdz09

STATE OF VERMONT
SUPERIOR COURT

ADDISON UNIT
PROBATE DIVISION

DOCKET NO.: 22-PR-01199
IN RE ESTATE OF:

WINSTON GARY FORBES
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

To the Creditors of: Winston Gary 
Forbes, late of Middlebury, VT.
I have been appointed to administer 
this ancillary estate. All creditors 
having claims against the decedent or 
the estate must present their claims 
in writing within four (4) months of 
the first publication of this notice. The 
claim must be presented to me at 
the address listed below with a copy 
sent to the Court. The claim may be 
barred forever if it is not presented 
within the four (4) month period.
Dated: 07/06/22

Executor/Administrator:
Jodi Thompson

911 Otter Creek Hwy,
New Haven, VT 05472

802-545-2131

Dated: 07/20/22
Executor/Administrator: Todd Forbes

PO Box 1, Starksboro, VT 05487
02-338-8072

Publication: Addison Independent
Publication Date: 07/28/22
Address of Probate Court:
Addison Unit, Probate Court
7 Mahady Court
Middlebury, VT 05753

STATE OF VERMONT
SUPERIOR COURT

ADDISON UNIT
PROBATE DIVISION

DOCKET NO.: 22-PR-03988
IN RE ESTATE OF : 

RICHARD J. PHILLIPS
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

To the Creditors of: Richard J. 
Phillips, late of Bridport, Vermont.
I have been appointed to administer 
this ancillary estate. All creditors 
having claims against the decedent or 
the estate must present their claims 
in writing within four (4) months of 
the first publication of this notice. The 
claim must be presented to me at 
the address listed below with a copy 
sent to the Court. The claim may be 
barred forever if it is not presented 
within the four (4) month period.
Dated: 07/28/22

Executor/Administrator:
Christopher L. Davis

c/o Langrock Sperry & Wool, LLP 
PO Box 721

Burlington, VT 05402-0721
802-864-0217

cdavis@langrock.com
Publication: Addison Independent
Publication Date: 08/04/22
Address of Probate Court:
Addison Unit, Probate Court
7 Mahady Court
Middlebury, VT 05753

      Public Notices  can be found on Pages 10B, 11B and 12B.

RANDOLPH CENTER — State 
Director Linda Rossi announced 
that Sarah Kearns of Middlebury 
has been selected as the 2022 State 
Star of the Vermont Small Business 
Development Center (VtSBDC). 
The award, bestowed annually and 
recognized nationally, celebrates a 
member of the organization’s team 
for exceptional commitment to small 
business success.

Kearns is a statewide advisor 
for strategic projects as well as the 
area business advisor for Addison 
County. She specializes in working 
with Vermont’s college-age 
entrepreneurs. 

“Sarah is passionate about the 
VtSBDC mission and is a great 
advocate and representative for 
our organization,” said Rossi. 
“She consistently demonstrates 
exceptional leadership and has 
contributed to advancing our 
strategic priority of serving college-
age Vermonters. She helps 
young entrepreneurs 
follow their dreams by 
offering them real world 
guidance and compassion.” Rossi 
said Kearns has been instrumental in 
facilitating VtSBDC’s Starting Your 
Own Business workshops, as well as 
assisting with the core competency 
training as part of bringing on new 
SBDC advisors throughout New 
England.

Selected as State Star 2022 
by VtSBDC’s advising team, 
Kearns’ colleagues report that 
she is enthusiastic, collaborative, 
and creative. Kearns has worked 

for VtSBDC for more than a 
decade, starting as a consultant 
and becoming a full-time advisor 
in 2018. She comes from a family 
steeped in the creative economy, 
and previously had her own jewelry 
importing business. Her professional 
experience includes working in both 
large companies and start-ups. 

Prior to moving to 
Vermont in 2006, Kearns 
worked in the Boston 
area for Converse, Inc., 

focusing on business development 
in Latin America. After her time at 
Converse, she worked for a series of 
start-up companies primarily on the 
strategy and business development 
of consumer products.  During that 
time, she also completed her MBA 
at Babson College. 

Kearns speaks Spanish and has 
advanced proficiency in French. She 
and her husband David are residents 
of Middlebury, and they have a son 
at UVM and a daughter at Syracuse.

“The State Star award is a great 
honor,” said Kearns. “And working 
with VtSBDC brings extraordinary 
rewards every day. Each new client 
is an opportunity to learn something 
new and to help someone get one 
step closer to their dream.”

Kearns will be honored at 
America’s Small Business 
Development Center (ASBDC) 
national conference taking place in 
San Diego in September.

Sarah Kearns receives
small business award

SARAH KEARNS

ADDISON COUNTY
Business News

TOWN OF FERRISBURGH
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

PLANNING COMMISSION
AUGUST 17TH, 2022

AGENDA
A public hearing before the Planning Commission of the Town of Ferrisburgh 

will be held at the Town Clerk’s Office on Wednesday, Aug. 17th, 2022 to consider 
the following applications and other business:

• 7:00 PM: Opening of meeting; approval of minutes from the July 20th 
meeting.

• 7:05 PM Application #22-044 for Final Plat review for a two (2) lot 
subdivision; 2617 Middlebrook Road; applicant(s): Harry Curth; Rural 
Agricultural (RA-5) district; tax map id no. 15/01/13.

• 7:20 PM Application #22-49 for a preliminary plat review for a three (3) lot 
subdivision; 462 Monkton Road; applicant(s): Liz & Peter Markowski; 
Rural Agricultural (RA-5) district; tax map id no.: 15/02/12. continued

• Other Business.
Gerald Racette & Mary Anne Michaels Re: Parcel ID # 05/02/10.22 

adjacent 345 Four Winds Road.

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY FARM & GARDEN
338 Exchange St., Middlebury, VT • 388-4937

Mon. - Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4 

YOUR YARD, GARDEN and PET PLACE™ www.MiddleburyAgway.com

Open 7 days

New Fall
Styles Arriving Soon

SELF-SERVESELF-SERVE Dog  Dog 
WashWash

OPEN EVERY DAYOPEN EVERY DAY

Your Headquarters

                   30% OFF30% OFF
All GlazedAll Glazed

Patio PotteryPatio Pottery
 while supplies last

Diamond Dog FoodDiamond Dog Food

$6 OFF 30-50 lbs Dry Food

New Fall

A great selection of Jackets, A great selection of Jackets, 
Shirts, Pants, Coats, Bibs & more Shirts, Pants, Coats, Bibs & more 

for Men, Women & Kids. 

**

MUMSMUMS

Coming Soon!
Coming Soon!

Equine Plates Equine Plates 
Engraved While You WaitEngraved While You Wait

Bridle, Halter, Saddle and Stable/Stall plates

Diamond Dog & Cat Food

$4 OFF 15-28 lbs WholesomesWholesomes
RewardsRewards
BiscuitsBiscuits

$22.99$22.99
Reg. $37.99

Birdfeeders including Birdfeeders including 
Hummingbird feedersHummingbird feeders

20% OFF SelectSelect
BirdseedBirdseed

20%20%
OFFOFFDiamondDiamond

Dog & Cat Food

$2 OFF 6-8 lbs

20lb box

$4 OFF $4 OFF 
Dog & Cat FoodDog & Cat Food

$2 OFF$2 OFF

Plus 10% OFF
all canning suppliesall canning supplies

(excluding jars)

Plus 10% OFFPlus 10% OFFPlus 10% OFFPlus 10% OFF

Great selection of Great selection of 
Canning supplies. Canning supplies. 

                   30% OFF30% OFF
Shorts & Graphic TeesShorts & Graphic Tees    

Men & WomenMen & Women
Plus Select Summer Plus Select Summer 

Kids and Infant Kids and Infant 
CarharttCarhartt

While supplies last.     |      Sale ends 8/31/22While supplies last.     |      Sale ends 8/31/22

AUGUST  SPECIALS!
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ARTS+LEISURE
August 4, 2022

The Addison Independent

During a rehearsal of Douglas Anderson’s new musical, “Welcome to Paradise,” at Middlebury’s Town Hall Theater on Monday, Music Director Ronnie Romano shares a laugh 
with the cast: from left, Jillian Torres, Suzanne Kantorski, Cathy Walsh, Sarah Stone, Nessa Rabin and Mindy Hinsdale Bickford. Anderson’s first musical premieres Aug. 12.

INDEPENDENT PHOTO/STEVE JAMES

eople don’t change, you just get to 
know them better.” 

That is the reoccurring line/theme 
of Douglas Anderson’s first musical 
production, “Welcome to Paradise,” 
which will debut this month at the 
Town Hall Theater. 

Anderson founded the 
Town Hall Theater in 2004 
and served as its executive 

director from its inception until 2018, when he 
became the theater’s artistic director, a role 
that granted him more time and flexibility to 
work on this project, among others. 

Anderson had a long career in the theater 
and entertainment industry before he helped 

organize the purchase of the space that would 
become the Town Hall Theater in 1997 and 
that labor of love demanded he assume an 
administrative role to oversee the building’s 
renovation, introduction into the community 
and growth over the past decade and a half. 

Prior to 1997, Anderson had written and 
directed many nationally acclaimed plays, 
taught and researched American theater 
at Middlebury and Amherst colleges and 
written for the CBS soap opera “Guiding Light.” 
Anderson won the Vermont Arts Council’s 
Arthur Williams Award for a lifetime of service 
to the arts in 2019, but he stressed his career in 
the arts has only just begun.

“It’s kind of funny to get a lifetime achievement 
award when I feel like I haven’t even started,” 

Anderson said in an interview last week. “I got 
a lot left in me, I’m not dead!”

THE STORY
“Welcome to Paradise” is based on the true 
story of a woman Anderson met while on 
sabbatical in England; her husband suddenly 
disappeared while working in the Middle East 
never to be heard from again. The cast is made 
up of six women, most of whom are older than 
50, an aspect Anderson feels is rare in the 
musical industry these days. 

“There are so many women actors who 20 
years ago played Marian the librarian or 
Cinderella and then they kind of aged out 
of musicals,” he said. “They’re still amazing 
performers but they don’t have as many roles 

SEE MUSICAL ON PAGE 3

He doesn’t just direct musicals, he composes them too

SAM
 LIPIN

BY

P
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Middlebury Jazz Collective Presents

THE MILES DONAHUE
QUARTET

FOR ONE NIGHT ONLY!
Saturday, August 13TH

At Swift House Inn (25 Stewart Lane Middlebury, VT) | Under the tent
Shows at 7:30PM & 8:45PM

Tickets are $15 and may be purchased through the Town Hall Theater

Box Office or at the door (cash only at the door). 

Visit TownHallTheater.org for details and to purchase tickets.

“Miles Donahue is one of the best kept secrets in Jazz.”
                        ~Bob Blumenthal, Boston Globe Jazz Critic

THE MILES DONAHUE
QUARTETQUARTET

FOR ONE NIGHT ONLY!
Saturday, August 13TH

At Swift House Inn (25 Stewart Lane Middlebury, VT) | Under the tent
Shows at 7:30PM & 8:45PM

Tickets are $15 and may be purchased through the Town Hall Theater

Box Office or at the door (cash only at the door). 

Visit TownHallTheater.org

“Miles Donahue is one of the best kept secrets in Jazz.”
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as they used 
to because the 
22-year-olds are 
getting them.”

“And I thought: 
Wouldn’t it be 
interesting to 

write a musical for them?”

Anderson noted that most musicals like the 
ones you see on Broadway center around young 
people following their dreams and the roles for 
older women actors tend to be in a supportive 
role. “Welcome to Paradise” seeks to bring a 
seldom-told story to the masses. 

“What does a 30-year marriage look like from 
the inside?” Anderson asked as an entry point for 
his musical. “It’s very much about being middle 
aged, being past all of those youthful dreams 
and ideals and having certain realities start to 
creep up.”

Anderson says his musical is very diff erent than 
the “jazz-hands” musicals of Broadway, and 
although there are many laughs, this musical is 
written with the heft of a drama.

“It’s unique in a lot of ways and goes places most 
musicals don’t go,” he said.

THE PROCESS
Although Anderson has directed about 40 
operas and musicals, specifi cally Stephen 
Sondheim productions, “Welcome to Paradise” 
marks the fi rst time he has composed one 
himself. “I’m a pretty good director of musical 
theater, I really am. I’m 
always so confi dent on 
opening night,” he said. 
“But as a composer 
I’m nervous as can be. 
I’ve never had this kind 
of feeling with theater 
before.”

Although Anderson never 
received a formal music 
education, he taught 
himself how to play the 
piano and has been 
writing songs since his 
high school days, when 
he and his friends started 
a traveling children’s 
musical theater group. 

After high school, he 
would often sit down with 
one of his friends from 
that group, the late Patti 
McKenny, who would 
write the lyrics to the 
songs Anderson would 
play on the piano. It was 
from these sessions that 

“Welcome to Paradise” was born.

Although the idea was formed about 30 years 
ago, Anderson did not have enough time to fi nish 
the musical he and McKenny had started due 
to his new job as founder and executive director 
of the Town Hall Theater. “Patti died, tragically, 
unexpectedly,” Anderson said, “and I took on the 
Town Hall Theater restoration project. Since then, 
all I have written are press releases and grant 
proposals.” 

Then when the COVID-19 pandemic struck and 
the theater closed, Anderson was forced out of a 
job and was fi nally able to devote all his time to 
fi nishing the musical. “That time was among the 
happiest of my life,” Anderson said. “It reminded 
me that I’m a writer and a composer. I got back 
to a lot of stuff  I had forgotten I could do and 
now I want to do more of it.”

Anderson credits the federal and state 
governments for allowing both he and 
the theater to continue their work through 
unemployment stipends and grants. 

THE FINISHED PRODUCT
The composition is fi nished, though with only 
two weeks left before the musical’s fi rst showing, 
Anderson stressed that the rehearsals are more 
like “workshops.”

“Bring your erasers,” said Anderson, who is also 
the show’s director and set designer, to his 
team of actors and musicians. “Because I have 
really good performers, I expect them to give 
me feedback. I expect the show to go through 
changes, still, in these next few weeks. It might 

even change after opening night before the 
second show.”

Suzanne Kantorski, a retired opera singer, will play 
the main character Ellie and lead this talented 
team of actors, many of whom Anderson has 
worked with in the past. Ronnie Romano, a 
2020 Middlebury College graduate, will direct 
the performance’s seven-piece orchestra with 
arrangements by Jerry Shedd of Ripton.

Tickets are $20 and can be bought through the 
Town Hall Theater’s box offi  ce. The show will run 
for two nights, Aug. 12 and 13, at 7:30 p.m., plus a 
matinee on Sunday, Aug. 14, at 2 p.m.

Although the show will only run for three days 
in Middlebury, Anderson and his wide-reaching 
pool of supporters will wait anxiously for his 
musical to be picked up by theaters around the 
country.

“I’m hopeful,” he said.

MUSICAL
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

A LL PL AY.  A LL DAY.
Save 30% when you stay for three nights and treat yourself 

to something special at Basin Harbor. C’mon, you deserve it. 

To get the deal, visit BasinHarbor.com/SummerSale22 or call 802-475-2311.

“THERE ARE SO 
MANY WOMEN 
ACTORS WHO 
20 YEARS AGO 
PLAYED MARIAN 
THE LIBRARIAN 
OR CINDERELLA 
AND THEN THEY 
KIND OF AGED OUT 
OF MUSICALS … 
AND I THOUGHT: 
WOULDN’T IT BE 
INTERESTING TO 
WRITE A MUSICAL 
FOR THEM?”

— Douglas Anderson

Douglas Anderson’s new musical, “Welcome to 
Paradise,” premieres Aug. 12 at Town Hall Theater.

INDEPENDENT PHOTO/STEVE JAMES
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ew York 
City-based 
standup 
comedian 
Tina Friml 
came home 

to Middlebury in June, with 

her favorite fellow NYC 
comics in tow. Together 
with the Town Hall Theater 
Friml put together a 
free, three-part summer 
comedy series under 
American Flatbread’s new 

pavilion.

The fi nal Friday night of 
laughs will take place on 
Aug. 12, and will feature 
Friml, Nina Daniels (TBS, 
Showtime), Sam Evans 

(Just For Laughs) and 
Drew Lynch (America’s Got 
Talent).

“I’m totally over the 
moon for these lineups,” 
Friml said. “These are 
specifi cally comics I’ve 
been watching recently 
bring the heat all over New 
York, at comedy festivals 
across the country, and 
anywhere you get your 
podcasts, and so to bring a 
new batch of them back to 
my hometown each month 
of the summer hardly feels 
real.”

FROM THE 
COMEDIANS

Nina Daniels
A recently 
engaged 
native New 
Yorker aka 
Long Island 
B.A.P. (Black 
American Princess) who 
was hoodwinked by the love 
of her life to relocate from 
Los Angeles to the DMV. 
I’m a comedian by night 
and homemaker by day. My 
mistress is home organizing. 
I love to organize. I’m 
completely obsessed by 
rose gold, fashion, travel, 
tech, the hottest diets and 
fi tness trends today. You 
may have seen me on 
some of your favorite TV 
shows, fi lms, or national 
commercials.

Read more about Daniels at 
ninadaniels.com.

Sam Evans
Sam Evans is a comic 
originally from Cincinnati, 

Ohio. After 
winning the 
2012 Funniest 
Person in 
Cincinnati 

competition, 
Sam relocated to New 
York City in order to pursue 
comedy further, and was 
rewarded in 2014, when he 
was selected as one of the 

New Faces of the Just For 
Laughs comedy festival.

More at reallysamevans.com.

Drew Lynch
Andrew 
Lynch is an 
American 
stand-up 
comedian known for his 
2015 appearance on the 
10th season of America’s 
Got Talent, fi nishing in 
second place in the fi nale. 
Lynch has a YouTube 
channel amassing over 2 
million subscribers, where 
he uploads videos called 
“Dog Vlog.” Lynch’s videos 
feature him talking to 
viewers about his life with 
his service dog, as well as 
occasionally using self-
deprecation comedy.

More at drewlynch.com.

Tina Friml
Using animated optimism 
on her own physical 

disability, yet 
fearless 
honesty 
about 
the social 

assumptions 
that come with it, Tina 
befriends audiences of all 
sorts with her eccentric 
style, off -beat mind, and 
unexpected philosophy 
acquired through her unique 
circumstances. 

More at TinaFriml.com 

This comedy series is made 
possible due to a grant for 
free arts programming. 

No purchase of food or 
drink required to attend, 
however, if you want to 
make it a dinner date, 
American Flatbread will 
have food and drink 
available for purchase 
to those watching the 
performance. 

Seating is limited to 100, 
so registration is required.

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY 

AUGUST 24-28

middfilmfest.orgGET PASSES 
& TICKETS

PRESENTING 
SPONSOR                               

THU 8/25 & SAT 8/27
ACTOR, DIRECTOR, 
WRITER

MAGGIE 
GYLLENHAAL

THU 8/25
DIRECTOR, 
PRODUCER, WRITER

NORA 
JACOBSON

THU 8/25
NY TIMES 
SENIOR EDITOR

LINDSAY 
CROUSE

THU 8/25
FESTIVAL 
FORMULA

KATIE McCULLOUGH 
& IAN BIGNELL

FRI 8/26 & SAT 8/27
DIRECTOR, 
PRODUCER, WRITER

MARC 
LEVIN

SAT 8/27 & SUN 8/28
PRODUCER TYLER 

DAVIDSON

FRI 8/26
FILM SCORERS 
& COMPOSERS 

JUDY HYMAN 
& JEFF CLAUS

SAT 8/27 & SUN 8/28
ACTOR KAREN 

ALLEN

Big Apple Comedy Series wraps up on Aug. 12

N
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SEE EXHIBITS ON PAGE 15

ARIES: March 21-April 20. Aries, your energy levels 
are elevated this week and that’s just the start of 
the positive energy fl oating around you. Harness 
your energy and use it to 
complete a project.

TAURUS: April 21-
May 21. A quiet week 
is ahead, which is the 
perfect opportunity 
to sort through your 
feelings and thoughts, 
Taurus. Not every day 
has to be a “get up and 
go” adventure.

GEMINI: May 22-June 
21 Gemini, you will 
have plenty of time to 
meet new friends and 
acquaintances this week, 
whether in-person or 
online. Networking is an 
important skill.

CANCER: June 22-July 
22. Try to take initiative 
at work as it will possibly 
gain you favor with your 
bosses, Cancer. Even 
while getting ahead, be 
sure you continue to be 
a team player.   

LEO: July 23-Aug. 23. 
A powerful energy will 
be brought to your 
professional life, Leo. 
Use these vibes to 
take inventory of your 
space at work and get 
organized. It may help 
you be more successful.

VIRGO: Aug. 24-Sept. 
22. Virgo, cosmic energy 
could light a fi re within 
you this week, helping you tap into your creative 
side. You will fi nd a way to merge the analytical 
with the creative.

LIBRA: Sept. 23-Oct. 23. Your love life could use 
a little support this week, Libra. Figure out how 
to spend more time with your signifi cant other. 

Something diff erent from 
your usual activities can 
create a spark.

SCORPIO: Oct. 24-
Nov. 22. Scorpio, use 
your time this week to 
engage in important 
conversations and 
discussions, especially 
if they pertain to your 
career. There’s never 
been a better time to get 
ahead.

SAGITTARIUS: Nov. 23-
Dec. 21. Lean into your 
playful side, Sagittarius. 
Resist any urge to be too 
serious. Give yourself a 
break to pursue some 
new recreational outlets 
and hobbies.

CAPRICORN: Dec. 22-
Jan. 20. Capricorn, you 
will be more outspoken 
and authoritative than 
usual this week. Using 
your voice will compel 
others to take you more 
seriously, including 
those at home.

AQUARIUS: Jan. 21-Feb. 
18. Avoid any temptation 
to act impulsively this 
week, Aquarius. Doing 
so could be a misstep. 
Self-discipline can help 
you get where you want 
to be.

PISCES: Feb. 19-March 
20. Pisces, individuals you currently characterize as 
acquaintances may become very close friends in 
the days ahead. Embrace this change.

Cosmic ForecastCosmic Forecast

Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30, Sat. 10-2  • Rt. 7 So., Middlebury
802-388-2800 •  www.middleburyfloralandgifts.com

Support YourSupport Your
Local FloristLocal Florist
Shop Local!Shop Local!

OPEN: M-F 10-5 and Saturday 9:30-4

260 Court Street, Middlebury, Vt. 05753
802-388-3559   www.middleburysewnvac.com

Our semi-annualOur semi-annual
clearance continues!clearance continues!

25-75%25-75% off select merchandise

BRISTOL • VT453-7799

Tues-Fri 11am-5pm
Sat 10am-5pm

Embrace your
inner YARNings!

AUG. 4 — Greta Gerwig, fi lm director (39) 
AUG. 5 — Sally Hemmings, slave of Thomas 
Jeff erson (d)
AUG. 6— Michelle Yeoh, actress (59)

AUG. 7 — Ralph Bunche, political scientist (d)
AUG. 8 — Roger Federer, tennis player (41)
AUG. 9 — Tove Jansson, children’s book author (d)
AUG. 10 — Leo Fender, guitar maker (d)

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

ART
O N  E X H I B I T

BRANDON ARTISTS GUILD
7 Center St, Brandon
Visit brandonartistsguild.org or call 802-247-4956 for more info.
“Vermont: On the Road,” the third in a series of three 
Vermont-centric shows. An all-member and all-media 
display, this show shares each artist’s favorite spots 
across Vermont, from crowd-favorite occasions to 
secret hideaways to even the road that gets you there. 
On view July 15-Sept. 5.

EDGEWATER GALLERY ON THE GREEN
6 Merchant’s Row, Middlebury
Visit edgewatergallery.com, call 802-989-7419 or email 
info@edgewatergallery-vt.com for more info.
“Land & Tide: Scenes from New England,” is a solo 
exhibition of photographs by Jim Westphalen, on 
view July 1-Aug. 9. Experience the majesty of the New 
England landscape through the eyes and lens of fi ne 
art photographer Jim Westphalen as he takes us on 
a journey that includes the pastoral farms and snow 
dusted mountains of Vermont and the rocky shorelines 
and surf of the Atlantic coast. 

EDGEWATER GALLERY AT THE FALLS
1 Mill Street, Middlebury
Visit edgewatergallery.com, call 802-458-0098 or email 
info@edgewatergallery-vt.com for more info.
“About Town” featuring Betsy Silverman and Rachel 
Wilcox, is on view Aug. 1-Sept. 30. Both artists capture 
the essence of the urban landscape; its pace, energy, 
and diversity. These city scenes show us the intersection 
of people’s lives and their stories, and the compositional 
complexity and excitement where architecture, vehicles, 
and streetlife meet. An opening reception will be held 
Friday, Aug. 19, from 5-6:30 p.m.

JACKSON GALLERY
68 S Pleasant Street, Middlebury
Visit townhalltheater.org/jackson-gallery or call 
802-382-9222 for more info.
“Inspired by Nature: A Mother and Daughter’s View.” 
Paintings by Bristol artist Brenda Myrick and Barbara 
Lane, a 92-year-old retired surgical nurse from Whiting, 
will be on view July 8-Aug. 13. The Jackson Gallery is 
located in the lower level of Town Hall Theater, and is 
open Monday through Friday 12-5 p.m., and an hour 
before any public events in the building.  

LAKE CHAMPLAIN MARITIME MUSEUM
4472 Basin Harbor Rd, Vergennes
Visit lcmm.org or call 802-475-2022 for more info.
“Nebizun: Water is Life.” Water is essential for life 
and Nebizun (or Nebizon) is the Abenaki word for 
medicine. Work by Abenaki artists together with 
photographs and commentaries illustrate the dynamic 
relationship between the people and water in the 
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THURSDAY, 
AUG. 4
BLOCK PARTY IN MIDDLEBURY. 

Thursday, Aug. 4, 4-7 p.m., Main Street. The sod’s 
going down on Main Street for an evening of 
food, music, and entertainment for all ages.

UNDER THE SEA PAINT & SIP (SODA) IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, Aug. 4, 6 p.m., Ilsley 
Public Library, 75 Main St. Join Renee for a fun-
filled, no pressure evening of painting. Using 
a professional step-by-step video Renee will 
lead you through the steps to create your own 
masterpiece in minutes. Expect to have fun, 
laugh and let your inner painter loose. Register at 
ilsleypubliclibrary.org. All supplies are provided, 
as well as a non-alcoholic sip. 

AUTHOR TALK IN VERGENNES. Thursday, Aug. 
4, 6-7 p.m., Bixby Memorial Library, 258 Main St. 
“Mona Passage,” a former Coast Guard officer’s 
debut novel, explores the moral question of 
who has a right to a better life. It was the 2019 
Veterans Writing Award (runner-up). Come by the 
Bixby for an informal conversation with author 
Thomas Bardenwerper, who will read selections 
from his book followed by a Q&A. Copies will be 
available for purchase. More info at bixbylibrary.
org/event/monapassage.

“FLORENCE FOSTER JENKINS” ON SCREEN 
IN MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, Aug. 4, 7:30 p.m., 
Swift House Inn, 25 Stewart Ln. The 2022 MNFF 

Sunset series returns to the tent for its second 
year with Streep Week, five consecutive nights 
of acclaimed films starring the iconic, three-time 
Academy Award winning actor Meryl Streep. 
Streep shines in this 2016 biographical film 
directed by Stephen Frears. Series pass $60. 
Advance single night tickets $13, available at 
townhalltheater.org. $15 at the door. 

VERMONT BLUES RETREAT BLUES JAM IN 
BRANDON. Thursday, Aug. 4, 7:30 p.m., Compass 
Music and Arts Center, 333 Jones Dr. Come hear 
the Vermont Blues Retreat faculty house band. 
Outside musicians and audience welcome. Free 
will donation.

FRIDAY, AUG. 5
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM WITH AÍDA O’BRIEN 
IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, Aug. 5, 4-7 p.m., 
Sheldon Museum, One park St. The Sheldon 
will be open free to the public with music by 
local singer-songwriter Aída O’Brien in the 
Museum Garden beginning at 5 p.m. More info at 
HenrySheldonMuseum.org/events or 802-388-2117.

ZOE FITZGERALD CARTER AND PIZZA IN 
GOSHEN. Friday, Aug. 5, 5-8 p.m., Blueberry Hill 
Inn and Outdoor Center, Ripton-Goshen Rd. Bay 
Area folk and Americana singer-songwriter, Zoe 
FitzGerald Carter, will perform solo at Pizza by 
the Pond. Reservations for each pizza night will 
open the Monday prior to the event. BYOB.

CARILLON CONCERT IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, 

Aug. 5, 6 p.m., Middlebury Chapel lawn, Old Chapel 
Rd. Tatiana Lukyanova will perform. Free and open 
to the public. Bring lawn chairs or blankets.

“SILKWOOD” ON SCREEN IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Friday, Aug. 5, 7:30 p.m., Swift House Inn, 25 
Stewart Ln. The 2022 MNFF Sunset series returns 
to the tent for its second year with Streep Week, 
five consecutive nights of acclaimed films starring 
the iconic, three-time Academy Award winning 
actor Meryl Streep. Silkwood is the 1983 American 
biographical drama about Karen Silkwood, a 
whistle-blower at a nuclear power plant. Series 
pass $60. Advance single night tickets $13, 
available at townhalltheater.org. $15 at the door. 

VERMONT BLUES RETREAT PARTICIPANT 
CONCERT IN BRANDON. Friday, Aug. 5, 7:30 p.m., 
Compass Music and Arts Center, 333 Jones Dr. A 
night of blues music presented by participants 
and faculty. Free will donation.

SATURDAY, AUG. 6
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB PADDLE IN BRISTOL. 
Saturday, Aug. 6, Bristol Pond. PFDs required, 
bring your own canoe or kayak. Contact David 
Andrews for information or to register; vtrevda@
yahoo.com. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

“SHERLOCK JR.” AND “BATTLING BUTLER” 
SILENT FILMS IN BRANDON. Saturday, Aug. 6, 
7 p.m., Brandon town Hall, 1 Conant Square. 
*RESCHEDULED FROM JULY 23*A Buster 
Keaton double feature showing the stone-

      
MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY TELEVISION:

P.O. Box 785, Middlebury, Vt. 05753MCTV SCHEDULE Channels 1071 & 1091
Please see the MCTV website, www.middleburycommunitytv.org, for changes 
in the schedule; MCTV events, classes and news; and to view many programs 

online. Submit listings to the above address, or call 388-3062.

Friday, Aug. 5
Through the Night — Public Affairs
	 5	a.m.	 Candidates	for	Public	Office
 7:30 a.m. Congregational Church Service
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Church
 5:30 p.m. Energy Week
	 6:30	p.m.	 Candidates	for	Public	Office
Saturday, Aug. 6
Through the Night — Public Affairs
	 5	a.m.	 Candidates	for	Public	Office
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 3 p.m. Energy Week
 4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Service
 5:30 p.m. Eckankar
 7 p.m. Catholic Mass
	 8	p.m.	 Candidates	for	Public	Office	
Sunday, Aug. 7
 5 a.m. Selectboard, Candidates
 9 a.m. Catholic Mass
 10 a.m. Energy Week
 11 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
 12:30 p.m. Candidates
 4 p.m. Congregational Service
 6:30 p.m. Eckankar 
 7 p.m. Catholic Mass

 7:30 p.m. Candidates 
Monday, Aug. 8
Through the Night — Public Affairs
 9 a.m  Energy Week
 10 a.m. Select Board, Public Affairs
  & Candidates
	 8:30	p.m.	 Candidates	for	Public	Office
Tuesday, Aug. 9
 5 a.m. Energy Week
 9:30 a.m. Eckankar
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 4 p.m. Congregational Service
 5:30 p.m. Energy Week
 7 p.m. Selectboard Public Affairs
Wednesday, Aug. 10
 4:30 p.m. Public Affairs
 6:30 a.m. Energy Week
 7:30 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
 9:30 a.m. Catholic Mass
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 5 p.m. Energy Week
 7 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs, 
Candidates
Thursday, Aug. 11
 5 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 8 a.m. Congregational Service

 12 p.m. Selectboard, Press Conf.
 8 p.m. Energy Week
 9 p.m. Eckankar
 10 p.m. Public Affairs

MCTV Channel 1091 
Friday, Aug. 5
 5 a.m. Cameo Baroque (2 Parts)
 6:08 a.m. Juno Orchestra: Zenith
 8 a.m. Norwich Bookstore Author Talk
 9 a.m. State Board of Education 
 4 p.m. Vermont Master Naturalist
 4:55 p.m. Cameo Baroque 
 5:30 p.m. School Board Meetings
 10 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
Saturday, Aug. 6
 5 a.m. Cameo Baroque
 6:08 a.m. Juno Orchestra: Zenith
 7:30 a.m. Norwich Bookstore Author Talk 
 8:30 a.m. Vermont Master Naturalist
 9:25 a.m. Yoga
 10:30 a.m. Juno Orchestra: Zenith
 12 p.m. GMALL Lecture - Henri Matisse
 1:31 p.m. Author Talk - Vermont
  Trout Streams

 3 p.m. Ethan Allen Homestead -
  The Frontiersman
 4:02 p.m. Vermont Master Naturalist 
 5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 7 p.m. GMALL - Henri Matisse
Sunday, Aug. 7
 5 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6 a.m. The Frontiersman, Boone, 
  Crocket & Their Contemporaries
 7:02 a.m. Yoga for Kids
 12 p.m. Vermont Master Naturalist
 2 p.m. GMALL - Henri Matisse
 3:30 p.m. The Magic’s in the Music
 3:45 p.m. Juno Orchestra: Zenith
 5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6 p.m. Cameo Baroque
 7:16 p.m. Dam Talk – Fish Ladder and  
  Migratory Fish Species
 8 p.m. Author Talk - Vermont
  Trout Streams 
Monday, Aug. 8
 4:16 a.m. Dam Talk
 5 a.m. Author Talk - Vermont
  Trout Streams
 7 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 12 p.m. GMALL - Henri Matisse

 1:30 p.m State Board of Education
 7:32 p.m. School Board Meetings
Tuesday, Aug. 9
 4 a.m. School Board Meetings
 11 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 7 p.m. Juno Orchestra: Zenith
 6:12 p.m. Cameo Baroque
 7:30 p.m. Vermont Master Naturalist
 11 p.m. State Board of Education
Wednesday, Aug. 10
 5 a.m. Juno Orchestra: Zenith
 6:12 a.m. Yoga
 7 a.m. Poets and Authors
 12 p.m. School Board Meetings
 6 p.m. Author Talks
 9 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 10 p.m Vermont Master Naturalist
Thursday, Aug. 11
 6 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 7 a.m. School Board Meetings
 5:30 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6:30 p.m. Yoga
 8 p.m. Vermont Master Naturalist

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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faced comedian at the peak of his physical 
comedy powers. Live music for each silent film 
program will be provided by Jeff Rapsis, a New 
Hampshire-based performer and composer who 
specializes in scoring and presenting silent films. 
Admission is free; donations are welcome to help 
support ongoing Town Hall renovation efforts.

PAINT AND SIP IN VERGENNES. Saturday, Aug. 
6, noon-2 p.m., Bixby Library, 258 Main St. Paint 
and sip a beautiful jelly fish with instructor Jackie 
Rivers (lemonade and sparkling water provided, no 
alcohol please) at the Bixby, space limited (ages 
16+), registration required, supplies and instruction 
provided for free thanks to the Freda Fishman 
Stroh Cultural Grant. More info call 802-877-2211 or 
email laksamee.putnam@bixbylibrary.org.

CHAMPLAIN PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA IN 
NEW HAVEN. Saturday, Aug. 6, 6 p.m., Lincoln Peak 
Vineyard, 142 River Rd. Bring your own seating and 
a picnic for this free performance sponsored by 
Town Hall Theater. Seating is limited, More info and 
registration at townhalltheater.org.

“SOPHIE’S CHOICE” ON SCREEN IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, Aug. 6, 7:30 p.m., Swift 
House Inn, 25 Stewart Ln. The final film in the 
2022 MNFF Sunset series Streep Week features 
Meryl Streep in the title role of this film adapted 
from William Styron’s novel of the same name. 
Series pass $60. Advance single night tickets $13, 
available at townhalltheater.org. $15 at the door.

VERMONT BLUES RETREAT FACULTY CONCERT 
IN BRANDON. Saturday, Aug. 6, 7:30 p.m., 
Brandon Music, 62 Country Club Rd. A rockin’ 
evening with Vermont’s legendary blues 
musicians. Featuring Paul Asbell, Chuck Eller, 
Dennis Willmott, Kenny B, Bob Stannard, Johnny 
Falk and Brian Hobbs. Limited seating. Tickets 
$40 in advance, $50 at the door.

SUNDAY, AUG. 7
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB OUTING AND PICNIC IN 
FERRISBURGH. Sunday, Aug. 7, 10:30 a.m.-2 p.m., 
Kingsland Bay State Park, 787 Kingsland Bay State 
Park Rd. An annual social gathering to share food 
and conversation, with options for hikes, bike rides, 
paddling and swimming. Bring your own food and 
any equipment needed. For details and to register, 
contact leader David Andrews at 802-388-4894 or 
vtrevda@yahoo.com. Kayak rentals are available 
from the park. A park fee or senior passport is 
needed for admission to the park. Information 
about the park and facilities, go to VT State Parks-
Kingsland Bay. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

HIKE INTO HISTORY IN ORWELL. Sunday, Aug. 7, 
noon-3 p.m., Mount Independence State Historic 
Site, 472 Mount Independence Rd. Guide Stephen 
Zeoli will not only do a deep dive into the history 
of Mount Independence in the early years of the 
Revolutionary War, but also explore the turmoil 
in Boston in the decade before the war and how 
that led to the battle that launched the fight for 

independence, Lexington and Concord. Cost $6 
per adult, children under 15 free, included in the 
regular museum admission. Wear appropriate 
footwear for walking on the forested paths, dress 
for the weather, and bring water.

MONDAY, AUG. 8 
MUSIC MONDAY IN BRISTOL. Monday, Aug. 8, 5 
p.m., on the green. Head to the town green for al 
fresco dining and bar from 3 Squares Cafe, Lulu 
Ice Cream, Crooked Ladle Catering, Pavlov’s 
Dogs and South Mountain Crepes. Stay for the 
live music from 6-8 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 10
POET KYRA FREEMAN IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Wednesday, Aug. 10, 6:30-7:30 p.m., Lobby, 
Ilsley Public Library, 75 Main St. Join poet Kyra 
Freeman as she reads from her book of poems 
and photographs entitled: “Second Life: Poems 
of Re-emerging” Steeped in the magic of 
everyday life, her poems draw on nature and life 
in Addison County and her new home in Western 
North Carolina. Books will be for sale at the 
event. Enter through the side entrance.

RED HOT JUBA IN BRANDON. Wednesday, Aug. 
10, 7 p.m., behind the Brandon Inn. They’re red hot! 
Bring a chair or a blanket for listenin’ or nappin’ and 
your fingers and toes for snappin’ and tappin’. Free.

THURSDAY, AUG. 11
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN CHARLOTTE. 
Thursday, Aug. 11, Mt. Philo. Full moon hike up 
trail and down road with picnic, easy. Contact 
Ken Corey at kac4964@gmail.com for information 
or to register. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

FRIDAY, AUG. 12
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN MONKTON. 
Friday, Aug. 12, Raven Ridge Loop. Raven Ridge 
Natural Area is a Nature Conservancy property. 
This moderate hike features valley views and 
geological formations. The 2.2-mile loop starts 
at a boardwalk, follows a woodsy loop trail that 
ascends to a viewpoint on a west-facing ridge. 
Wear appropriate clothing; bring water, snack and 
hiking poles if desired. Limited to 10 participants. 
Contact leader Ruth Penfield at ruthpenfield@
gmail.com or 860-214-4180 to register and for 
meeting time and possible carpooling from the 
Middlebury area. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

POINT COUNTERPOINT MUSIC CAMP FACULTY 
ENSEMBLE IN SALISBURY. Friday, Aug. 12, 
7:30 p.m. Salisbury Meetinghouse, 853 Maple 
St. Music by Schumann and Leo Blanco (USA 
Premier) as part of Salisbury’s 42nd Summer 
Performance Series. Masks requested if not fully 
vaccinated. Free-will donation.

“WELCOME TO PARADISE” DEBUT IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Friday, Aug. 12, 7:30 p.m., Town 

Hall Theater, 61 S. Pleasant St. Come to this 
workshopping production of Doug Anderson’s 
new musical based on a true story and written 
for six women facing a crisis. A seasoned cast 
and a 7-piece orchestra take on this study of 
resilience and new beginnings, with a dynamic 
score and humor. Tickets $20, available at 
townhalltheater.org, or at the door, if available.

BIG APPLE COMICS IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, 
Aug. 12, 8:30-9:30 p.m., American Flatbread 
Pavilion, Marble Works. New York City-based 
standup comedian Tina Friml returns to her 
hometown, with her favorite fellow NYC comics 
in tow, to bring the laughs in this three-part 
summer comedy series under American 
Flatbread’s new pavilion. Free. Limited seating. 
More info and registration at townhalltheater.org.

SATURDAY, AUG. 13
KEVIN KARECKAS IN BRANDON. Saturday, Aug. 13, 
11 a.m.-1 p.m., Kennedy Park. Downtown Brandon 
Alliance brings you live solo performers every 
second and fourth Saturdays through September.

EMILY SUNDERMAN IN MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, 
Aug. 13, 1 p.m., Reference Room, Ilsley Public 
Library, 75 Main St. Free music in the reference 
room. Emily Sunderman will  perform on the 
violin. Don’t forget to come early or plan to stay 
after the performance and visit the food truck 
serving free snacks and beverages to everyone.

“THE SEARCH FOR VERMONT SAMPLERS” IN 
ADDISON. Saturday, Aug. 13, 1 p.m., John Strong 
Mansion, 6656 Route 17. Michele Pagán and 
Ellen Thompson talk about the nationwide hunt 
for made-in-America samplers — needlework 
made by American school girls. Free and open to 
the public. Tours, 11 a.m., 1 p.m., and 2-4 p.m., free 
that day.

“BLOOD AND SAND” SILENT FILM IN BRANDON. 
Saturday, Aug. 13, 7 p.m., Brandon town Hall, 1 
Conant Square. Starring Rudolph Valentino in 
his first starring role, as a sexy bullfighter in this 
romantic thriller. Live music provided by Jeff Rapsis. 
Admission is free; donations are welcome to help 
support ongoing Town Hall renovation efforts.

THE MILES DONAHUE QUARTET IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Saturday, Aug. 13, 7:30 and 8:45 p.m., Swift 
House Inn, 25 Stewart Ln. For one night only The 
Miles Donahue Quarter will perform under the 
Swift House Inn tent. Tickets $15, available at 
townhalltheater.org or cash only at the door.

“WELCOME TO PARADISE” DEBUT IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, Aug. 13, 7:30 p.m., Town 
Hall Theater, 61 S. Pleasant St. See Aug. 12 listing.

SUNDAY, AUG. 14
“WELCOME TO PARADISE” DEBUT IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Sunday, Aug. 14, 2 p.m., Town Hall 
Theater, 61 S. Pleasant St. See Aug. 12 listing.
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Champlain Philharmonic Orchestra off ers 
free pops concert at Lincoln Peak Vineyard

Point Counterpoint 
Faculty Ensemble 
plays in Salisbury

Bring your picnics, blankets and chairs and 
enjoy a Champlain Philharmonic Orchestra 
(CPO) Pops Concert. The Saturday, Aug. 
6 event at 6 p.m. will feature 40 orchestra 
members outdoors at idyllic Lincoln 
Peak Vineyard. This concert is free, but 
space is limited; online registration at 
townhalltheater.org is required.

“Last year, our community was overjoyed to 
hear Champlain Philharmonic’s powerhouse 
musicians play a free pops concert,” said 
THT Executive Director Lisa Mitchell. 
“Thanks to an anonymous donor, Town Hall 
Theater is thrilled to continue this tradition 

at Lincoln Peak Vineyard. Pack your picnics, 
bring your friends, and reserve free tickets 
before they’re gone!” 

CPO is a resident company of Town Hall 
Theater, and this concert will feature pops 
and classical favorites. The musicians of the 
Champlain Philharmonic come from diverse 
backgrounds, but all share a passionate 
love of music making. 

Ticket reservations may be made at 
townhalltheater.org. Rain date is Sunday, 
Aug. 7 with doors at 5 p.m. and show at 
6 p.m.

George Matthew Jr., will play Middlebury 
College’s Carillon on Friday, Aug. 12, at 
6 p.m. This concert is free and open to 

the public, and can be enjoyed on 
the steps of the Chapel or on the 
surrounding lawns. Audiences are 
encouraged to bring lawn chairs or 
blankets. Performances will continue 
each Friday through Aug. 19. 

MUSIC
U P C O M I N G

carillon concerts

The Champlain Philharmonic Orchestra (CPO) will perform a Pops concert on Saturday, Aug. 6, at 6 p.m. The 
event will feature 40 orchestra members outdoors at Lincoln Peak Vineyard in New Haven. This concert is free, 
but registration is required. Sign up for your spot at townhalltheater.com.

On Friday, Aug. 12, at 7:30 p.m., the Salisbury 
Summer Performance Series will host a 
concert by the session three faculty of Point 
Counterpoint Music Camp under music 
directors Rita Porfi ris and Anton Miller. The 
ensemble represents programs as diverse 
as Juilliard, Tanglewood, and Reykjavik. Its 
members have performed throughout the 
United States, Europe, Asia and Latin America 
from Carnegie Hall and the Kennedy Center to 
Beijing, Tokyo, Leipzig and Argentina. They will 
be performing the Schumann Piano Quartet 
in E-fl at Major, op. 47 and the U.S. premier of 
Leo Blanco’s “El Negro Y el Blanco’s.”

Because of the need to utilize the piano, 
these concerts will occur indoors. Guests 
are asked to wear a mask unless fully 
vaccinated, and welcome those who prefer 
to remain masked even though they are 
fully inoculated. 

This will be the sixth of eight concerts in 
Salisbury’s 42nd Summer Performance 
Series, which will run through Aug. 25 at the 
historic, but handicapped accessible, 1838 
meetinghouse in Salisbury Village. There is 
no admission charge; a free-will donation in 
support of the series will be appreciated.

UP NEXT, AUG. 19: 
Zachariah Burrows, piano.

A D D I S O N I N D E P E N D E N T . C O M

Get the Addy Indy
EVERY WEEK
for just $50/year.

SUBSCRIBE

A D D I S O N I N D E P E N D E N T . C O M

Get the Addy Indy
EVERY WEEK
for just $50/year.

SUBSCRIBE
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lueberries typically ripen starting in 
July. Depending on the variety, they 
can even ripen into September.

At this point in the season, the 
blueberries do not need a lot of care. 
While you are waiting for the plants 
to fruit, it is important not to make 

too many changes 
so that the shrubs 
can focus on 
berry production. 

Performing garden maintenance out of 
season, such as pruning, fertilizing or even 
mulching, could throw off the plants and 
impact your berry crop.

Bushes can be mulched after the fruit is 
harvested to help retain soil moisture at the 
end of the season. Mulching after harvest is 
also a good practice for burying any fallen 
berries that could have been infected by the 
fungal disease called mummy berry.

Fertilizer and pruning should be done in the 
spring. Check out cooperative extension 
resources for the exact timing of spring 
pruning and fertilization.

What you can do is to make sure that your 
blueberry bushes are getting at least 1 inch 

of water per week. Using an off-the-shelf rain 
gauge, or making your own out of a can and 
plastic ruler, could help you track how much 
rainwater your garden is getting each week, 
and when supplemental water is needed.

While waiting for your blueberries to ripen, 
familiarize yourself with the common diseases 
and pests that impact berries. Check out this 
resource from the University of Connecticut 
(go.uvm.edu/blueberries), which describes 
common problems that affect blueberries 
along with information about planting, care 
and harvesting.

The most important pest of blueberry is the 
spotted wing drosophila (SWD). This small fruit 
fly lays eggs in ripening fruit, and the larvae 
hatch and feed on the fruit causing them to 
break down quickly. For more information visit 
go.uvm.edu/swd.

Once the berries are ripe, another major 
challenge to growing blueberries is that they 
are beloved by many birds and animals. The 
options for managing wildlife grazing are 
unfortunately limited.

Covering the bushes with netting with holes 
less than 1 millimeter will exclude SWD and 
birds, but the edges will need to be secured 

at the base of the plants. However, netting can 
be difficult to remove when it is time to pick.

Another netting option is to build a support 
structure out of plastic piping or wood, so that 
the netting doesn’t rest directly on the bushes. 
This option makes it much easier to reach the 
bushes when it is time to pick. The downside is 
that it could be expensive and time consuming 
to install.

Some people prefer to leave their berries 
uncovered, and pick the blueberries early. The 
berries will still be a bit tart, but the birds will 
not be as interested until they are sweeter.

You could also just do nothing, pick what you 
can and enjoy sharing the bounty with the 
wildlife that passes through. They will certainly 
appreciate it!

After harvesting, you can keep your picked 
berries in the refrigerator for up to a week, or 
freeze them right away for longer storage. I 
wait to rinse the berries until just before I eat 
them, so that the moisture doesn’t impact the 
shelf life or texture while in the fridge.

Blueberries can be added to muffins, salads 
and pancakes or baked into pies. However, 
they might be the most enjoyable eaten by the 
handful.

GARDENER
A S K  A  M A S T E R

A L L  A B O U T  B L U E B E R R Y  S E A S O N

Bonnie Kirn Donahue 
is a UVM Extension 

Master Gardener and 
landscape designer 

from central Vermont.

After harvesting, berries can be stored in the refrigerator for up to a week or frozen to be eaten later.  
 PHOTO / BONNIE KIRN DONAHUE

BONNIE KIRN
 DONAHUE

BY

B

PLANT  
YOURSELF 

HERE.
Reach readers who 
are interested in all 

things gardening and 
advertise on this page. 

Contact us today.

A D S @ A D D I S O N I N D E P E N D E N T.C O M
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ACROSS
 1. Female parent
 5. NY city
10. Israeli diplomat 
Abba
14. Surrounded by
15. Car part
16. Simple aquatic 
plant
17. Tough skin of fruit
18. Finnish lake
19. Composition
20. Very willing
22. One and only
23. Cluster cups
24. Famed Hollywood 
director
27. Score perfectly
30. Important lawyers
31. Undivided
32. Part of the foot
35. Spun by spiders
37. Married woman

38. Reagan’s Secretary 
of State
39. Instruments
40. The A-Team drove 
one
41. Short-tailed marten
42. Oil organization
43. Predecessor to the 
EU
44. “Hotel California” 
rockers
45. Color at the end of 
the spectrum
46. Actress Ryan
47. Digital audiotape
48. Expression of 
creative skill
49. Scientifi c 
instrument
52. Dog-__: marked for 
later
55. Israeli city __ Aviv
56. Fencing sword

60. Turkish title
61. Wise individuals
63. Cold wind
64. Popular type of 
shoe
65. The territory 
occupied by a nation
66. Tattle
67. Chop up
68. Actress Zellweger
69. Romanian city

DOWN
 1. Female of a horse
 2. Bowfi n
 3. Chinese dynasty
 4. Small venomous 
snake
 5. Global news agency
 6. Common fractions
 7. American state
 8. Tired
 9. Boxing’s GOAT

Sudoku
Each Sudoku puzzle 
consists of a 9x9 
grid that has been 
subdivided into nine 
smaller grids of 3x3 
squares. To solve 
the puzzle each row, 
column and box must 
contain each of the 
numbers 1 to 9. Puzzles 
come in three grades: 
easy, medium and 
diffi  cult. 

Level: Medium

This week’s puzzle solutions can be found on Page 13.

10. Made less severe
11. A group of 
countries in special 
alliance
12. God of fi re (Hindu)
13. Northeast Indian 
ethnic group
21. Anchor ropes
23. They __
25. Apprehend
26. Autonomic nervous 
system
27. A theatrical 
performer
28. 2-door car

29. Partner to fl owed
32. Pair of small hand 
drums
33. Former Houston 
footballer
34. Discharge
36. Former women’s 
branch of the military
37. Partner to cheese
38. Witch
40. Live in a dull way
41. Satisfi es
43. Snakelike fi sh
44. Consume
46. Type of student

47. Erase
49. Instruct
50. Girl’s given name
51. Spiritual leader of a 
Jewish congregation
52. Every one of two or 
more things
53. Indian city
54. Greek letters
57. Weapon
58. Geological times
59. Cycle in physics
61. Soviet Socialist 
Republic
62. Witness

52 Main St
Middlebury, VT 05753
(802) 989-7225

New Hours!
Tuesday-Saturday
10:30AM - 5:30 PM

info@sparrowartsupply.com
sparrowartsupply.com
@sparrowartsupply

VISIT OUR GALLERY FOR

ON VIEW UNTIL AUGUST 27
Our gallery is now open Tuesdays-Saturdays!

Visit sparrowartsupply.com to learn more.

Noosphere by Jennifer Muskopf

An all-media exhibit exploring the contrast
between the everyday and the out of this world!

The
Ordinary andThe Extraordina

ry

s p o n s o r e d  byPuzzlesPuzzles
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PETS IN NEED
HOMEWARD BOUND
Addison County’s Humane Society

Call or check our website.
We may have a pet for you.

802-388-1100 | HomewardBoundAnimals.org
236 Boardman Street | Middlebury, VT

Aster is a 3-year-old, 52-pound 
terrier mix. She is high-energy and 
would make a fantastic hiking/walking 
buddy! Exercise is key for her. She is 
human affectionate and dog friendly, 
but she reacts negatively to cats. 
Older kids would be fine. Aster walks 
well on the leash and absolutely 
loves snuggle time.

Hunter is a 58-pound adolescent (between 
1.5-2 years) who is still learning how to control 
his size. He is full of puppy-like energy and 
loves going on long walks. Hunter is very 
strong and pulls on the leash so he will need 
a person who is willing to put in the time 
and dedication for his ongoing leash and 
manners training. Being outside is where he’s 
the happiest and having access to a large, 
fenced-in yard would help work out some of 
his pent-up energy. Hunter loves using his 
nose and is great at solving puzzle toys and 
doing nose work for mental stimulation. He is 
dog friendly but should be in a cat-free home. 

Hunter would do well with older children who are used to being around large, 
energetic dogs.

Dexie is a full-figured 10-year-old who 
loves to eat and even accepts the diet 
we have put her on. Dexie is shy and 
likes to hide, but will purr loudly when 
she gets head rubs. She will lazily play 
with toys as long as she can reach 
them while laying down. Dexie likes 
her personal space and can be hissy 
with other cats but not Jack, who she 
has recently taken up company with! 

Jack is a hefty 10-year-old guy who is 
in love with his stuffed rabbit as well 
as his shelter neighbor, Dexie! He has 
had the stuffed rabbit since he was a 
kitten and it has become his surrogate 
mother. He also loves people and 
enjoys attention and affection. Jack 
has had one eye removed due to 
glaucoma and has fully recovered. He 
is also diabetic and requires twice-a-
day insulin injections and a special 
diet. Jack is playful at night when we 
aren’t looking and he loves to roll on 
his back with some catnip. Jack enjoys attention and head rubs. He might 
do okay in a home with another mellow older cat (perhaps his sweetheart, 
Dexie?!).

Meet Mamacita (2 years old) and Checkers (3 months old)! Mamacita gave 
birth to 5 kittens while in our foster program and has become very attached to 
her son, Checkers, so we are hoping to place them in a home together. They 
are both very sweet cats who would love a home with countless cat toys and 
sunny spots to lay in. They do well with other cats, but not dogs so a no-dog 
home would be ideal. Both cats love people and are happy meeting new 
friends.

Proud to help you provide quality care for all of your pets,
we know your animal companions are a central part of your life! 

PET FOOD
Quality Brands Including:

ASK ABOUT OURPet Food ClubEarn rewards for your purchases!

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
338 Exchange Street, Middlebury

388-4937 • www.MiddleburyAgway.com
Mon - Fri 8-6 • Sat 8-5 • Sundays 9-4

Open 
7 days

Join our email list
 for preferred

customer savings!

TOYS &
TREATS

SELF SERVEAccessories
 & Grooming 

Supplies
Leashes • Harnesses 
Collars • Clothing 

Food Dishes 
Storage Bins 

 Beds & Baskets
Brushes, shampoos, skin treatment, ointments to keep your

pets’ coats healthy and problem free!
Kennels, Dog Houses & Carrying Cases
Come in and check the variety we have in stock!

   Large & Small Animal Products
    • Feed • Supplements • Training & Grooming Supplies
    • Cages, Foods, Treats & Bedding 
    • Bird food, toys and cages
    • Basics for fish, too!

Everything you need for pet support!

Feeders,
 Seed & Suet, 

Houses & 
Accessories.

Wild Bird 
Supplies

YOUR YARD, GARDEN AND PET PLACE™   •  www.middleburyagway.com

Think of Agway when you think of your pets!

Email us a picture and note 
about your perfect pet today.

We love our pets! 
(No matter what they look like.)
We love our pets! 

(No matter what they look like.)

news@addisonindependent.com

(Psst... it’s free!)

you
know?

did

JUST PETTING 
A DOG FOR FIVE 
MINUTES CHANGES 
THE BIOLOGY 
OF THE BRAIN 
AND REDUCES 
HOROMONES LIKE 
CORTISOL.

(Tufts University)

FOLLOW HOMEWARD BOUND 

@HOMEWARDBOUNDANIMALS 

FOR ADORABLE PHOTOS & MORE!
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This handsome cape style home built in 2018 is poised on a lovely parcel just three miles from 
Middlebury College. Residence was a complete new build in place of the original home that 
stood in the same spot — one of the most sought after locations in Cornwall. Effi  cient systems 
include radiant heat on the main level, an air exchanger, water softening system and propane 
boiler. The low maintenance exterior features fi ber cement siding and a standing seam metal 
roof. Guests will fi nd your home one of their favorites to visit. A nicely landscaped yard and 
stone retaining wall set the stage from the approach. Entertaining guests is enjoyable from 
the kitchen, with its custom cherry cabinetry, stainless appliances, walk-in pantry, and a large 
center island for them to keep you company while you cook. Exposed beams, loads of natural 
light, and pine fl oors add to the charm of the space. The spacious south-facing screened 

porch will be an additional draw; they’ll stay past dark on 
the warmest of summer evenings to take in the cooling 
breeze, and are sure to stop by for morning coff ee on bright 
and crisp autumn mornings. 

655 CIDER MILL ROAD, CORNWALL

A LOOK INSIDE ADDISON COUNTY HOMES FOR SALE

New Cape to call home on Cider Mill Road

$995,000

This week’s property is managed by IPJ Real Estate. 
More info at middvermontrealestate.com.
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WALLACE REALTY
48 Mountain Terrace

Bristol, VT 05443
PH 802-453-4670 • FAX 802-453-5898

Visit our websites at:
www.wallacere.com

www.greenbuiltvermont.com

Please call Kelly, Claire, or Tom

EQUAL 
HOUSING  
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 as amended 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons receiving 
public assistance, or an intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will not  knowingly 
accept any advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of discrimination, call 
HUD Toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.

Kerry D. Mazzariello | V.P., Sr. Community Lender | NMLS #216188

Email Christy to fi nd out how. Christy@addisonindependent.com
Add your piece! Add your piece! Be the next sponsor of the puzzle page.

s o l u t i o n s Aug. 4, 2022

Puzzle
Christy@addisonindependent.com

Be the next sponsor of the puzzle page.

Aug. 4, 2022

PuzzlePuzzle

estate
real

Let our real estate section do the work, so you can 
get back to enjoying summertime in Vermont. 

Give us a call and we’ll help you connect with 
Addison County homebuyers, sellers & professionals.

ads@addisonindependent.com

59 North Street, New Haven

MLS No. 4920440 | $ 485,000

Situated in the village of New Haven, this 3 
bedroom home with 1 bedroom apartment 
offers the perfect mix of vintage character and 
modern updates. Choose to rent the apartment 
for additional income, use as separate 
work-from-home space, or open it back into 
the main home. Features include an oversized 2 
car garage, a 3 stall barn with endless possibili-
ties, and a semi-private garden oasis on the 
South side of the yard. Located between 
Middlebury, Vergennes and Bristol, this home is 
minutes to the general store and across the 
street from the library, town hall, and school. 
Check out the 3D Tours on our website! 

MLS No. 4887330 | $ 72,000 | LOT 5
MLS No. 4887331 | $ 68,000 | LOT 4

TBD Mead Lane, Middlebury
TWO  LOTS AVAILABLE - 
These private building lots off Mead Lane in the 
Butternut Ridge neighborhood are ready for 
you to build your dream home. The gently 
sloping parcels include permitted 3 bedroom 
septic designs and access to public water.  Just 4 
miles to downtown Middlebury and tucked 
away in a wooded area, live near town yet with 
a hidden mountain feel.  Close to Route 116 
it's an easy commute North or South.

 

THREE MAIN STREET | BRISTOL, VERMONT 05443 | 802.453.6161

 

of

www.theRealEstateCompanyVT.com

 REAL ESTATE COMPANY
of  VERMONT

for more information, contact one of our agents: 

Jill Fraga Danelle Birong Orion Lazo Tammy Petersen
Broker/Realtor Broker/Realtor Agent/Realtor Agent/Realtor® ® ® ®

the
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ipjrealestate.com
34 Main Street, downtown Middlebury

info@ipjrealestate.com  |  802.388.4242

WEYBRIDGE  NEW LISTING!
2938 QUAKER VILLAGE ROAD
MLS #4922629 | $389,000
3 BD | 2.5 BA | 1872 SF | 5.00 ACRES

Move-in ready home on a level lot 
with mown paths, circular drive and 
river frontage across Quaker Village 
Road. Open living/dining/kitchen with 
plenty of space for entertaining. Full 
basement offers great storage.

WHITING
149 NORTH MAIN STREET
MLS #4912091 | $579,000
3 BD | 3 BA | 2180 SF |35.00 AC

Retired dairy farm 15 minutes to 
Middlebury with views of the Green 
Mountains to the east. Home has 
been meticulously maintained over 
the years. Private backyard looking 
over the farm fi elds to the west. 

BRANDON
74 & 62 COUNTRY CLUB ROAD
MLS #49009913 | $895,000
3 BD | 3.5 BA | 2786 SF |28.06 AC

Magnifi cent Federal farmhouse, lush 
gardens, and several outbuildings 
inc. large commercial-ready fully-
insulated, heated & cooled barn with 
half bath and kitchen. Just imagine 
the possibilities in this homestead!

RIPTON
1233 ROUTE 125
MLS #4881064 | $949,000
11 BD | 11 BA | 5258 SF |5.90 AC

Historic Vermont Inn in the heart of 
Ripton village, only minutes to hiking, 
biking, Nordic and Alpine skiing. 
Continue to run this successful bed 
& breakfast, or make it a retreat for 
extended family and friends.

BRANDON  PRICE REDUCTION!
1366 ARNOLD DISTRICT ROAD
MLS #4902030 | NOW $965,000
4BD | 4.5BA | 2180 SF |35.00 AC

“Old Orchard House” exudes charm, 
warmth and character, as though 
it has been around far longer than 
its 1999 build date. Five Star Energy 
Rating, large full basement, 2-car 
garage, beautiful pond & views!

Christal Brown awarded 
honor for outstanding 
achievement in the arts

he Vermont Art Council is pleased to 
announce the recipients of the 2022 
Vermont Arts Awards recognizing 
outstanding individual and organizational 
contributions to the arts. Awards honor 
educators, artists, performers, advocates, 
administrators, volunteers and scholars. 
Middlebury’s own Christal Brown, will 

receive the Walter Cerf Medal for Outstanding Achievement 
in the Arts for her sustained contribution to the arts and its 
impact on Vermont cultural life.

Five other Vermont artists including Larry Bissonnette of 
Williston, Jarvis Green of White River Junction, Judy Dow 
of Essex, Robert Resnik of Burlington and Eugene Uman of 
Brattleboro are also recipients of awards.

“The Vermont Arts Council is proud to honor and celebrate 
the creative practice and accomplishments of these six 
extraordinary artists,” said Arts Council Executive Director 
Karen Mittelman. “Together, they exemplify the rich, vibrant, 
and diverse artistic landscape across Vermont.”

MORE ABOUT CHRISTAL BROWN
Christal Brown is the founder 
of the dance company 
INSPIRIT, the nonprofit 
Project: BECOMING, and 
the creator of the Liquid 
Strength training module for 
dance. She also serves as an 
Associate Professor of Dance, 
Posse Mentor, Twilight Artist 
in Residence and Director of 
the Anti-Racist Task Force 
at Middlebury College 
while also serving the 
public sphere as the Chief 
Visioning Officer of Steps 
and Stages Coaching, LLC. 
Brown is a native of Kinston, 
NC, where she remembers 
accompanying her mother 
to NAACP meetings and 
performing at Black Caucus 
rallies. This early exposure 
to social responsibility innately produced a strong desire 
in Brown to tell the stories of the oppressed and develop 
physical narratives that inspired power. Most recently, 
Brown created “Same but Different” in collaboration with 
Lida Winfield, a dance theater work that explores race, age, 
and gender through the lens of curiosity and friendship. Her 
new work for INSPIRIT, “What We Ask of Flesh,” supported 
by Jacobs Pillow and The Kennedy Center is scheduled to 
premiere in the Spring of 2023. Read more about Brown.

The 2022 awardees will be honored with short video 
tributes later this year. More info at vermontartscouncil.org/
programs/arts-awards/2022-recipients.

T

Christal Brown, of Middlebury, 
will receive the Walter Cerf 
Medal for Outstanding 
Achievement in the Arts for her 
sustained contribution to the 
arts and its impact on Vermont 
cultural life.

PHOTO / ELISABETH WALLER
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Your Forever Realtors, Building Relationships One Home at a Time!

BRANDON, VT MLS#4909427 $299,000
Investment Opportunity at Conant Square in Brandon, featuring 2 updated units. One 
unit is a 2 BDR, 2 BA with fi rst fl oor open living space, with a back deck. The second 
unit has commercial space within the living space. Conant Square is an ideal location 
for in town living with easy access to town amenities. Property is in the fl ood zone.

CHITTENDEN, VT MLS#4915113 $274,900
Nicely remodeled home in ski country! This 3-bedroom, 1 bath home has fresh paint, 
new doors, new boiler and hot water tank, refi nished fl oors, new bath fi xtures, new 
kitchen counters, a new roof, and more. Private hilltop location. Come take a look 
before it’s too late. This is a Fannie Mae Homepath home.

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Vermont Realty Group 

SUDBURY, VT MLS#4892914 $499,000
Multi functional Quintessential Vermont farm featuring a 13 room farmhouse, dairy 
barn, pole barn, wood shop, sawmill and other outbuildings. Ample garden space. 
Sited on 68 acres of land, including a hill top meadow, with amazing Adirondack 
views and a pond. 

BRANDON, VT MLS#4911278        $715,000
4,394 square feet of living space PLUS 111 acres PLUS gorgeous views! This 
contemporary 3 BDR, 2 BA house has plenty of room. The solar panels are owned, 
the effi cient wood gasifi cation boiler provides radiant heat on both the main and 
basement fl oors, and the pellet stove and heat pump provide additional sources of 
heat. This is a great spot to get away from it all while living in style.

MIDDLEBURY, VT MLS#4921934    $595,000
A rare opportunity to own a multi functional Middlebury residential and offi ce building 
in exceptional condition. Two apartments and 5 offi ces fully rented plus a common 
reception area and a conference room for all tenants to use. Apartments are fully furnished 
as are most offi ces with the exception of several desks and electronic offi ce equipment. 

LINCOLN, VT MLS#4899528     $399,000
This 3 BDR, 3 BA home sits on twelve acres on a quiet country road in the mountains 
of Lincoln. Features include a large attached two car garage, Hearthstone wood stove, 
sunroom, lots of closets throughout, full basement with Guardian Generac generator, 
carport, and a large storage shed outback.

NEWNEW
PRICEPRICE

32 Merchants Row, Middlebury, VT  
802-388-9836  •  www.vtregroup.com

NEWNEW
PRICEPRICE

Abenaki homeland, 
past and present. This 
exhibit will be on view 
through mid-October.

MIDDLEBURY 
COLLEGE 
MUSEUM OF ART

72 Porter Field Road, Middlebury.
Visit museum.middlebury.edu/exhibitions or call 802-443-
5007 to make your free reservations.
“Contemporary to Classical: Highlights from the 
New Collection Handbook,” featuring more than 40 
works from the museum’s new permanent collection 
handbook. On view Jan. 28-Aug. 7.
“Into the Screen: Digital Art from teamLab.” This 
exhibition highlights a singular immersive digital 
experience by teamLab and the traditional 17th- to 
20th-century screens and prints that inspired it. On view 
Jan. 28-Aug. 7.

SPARROW ART SUPPLY
52 Main Street, Middlebury. 
Visit sparrowartsupply.com for more info. 
“The Ordinary and The Extraordinary,” explores 
the contrast between the everyday and the out-of-
this-world. In this all-media show, artists highlight 
one, the other, and even combine the two. Over 
30 artists illustrate the theme in all kinds of ways, 
through showcasing intricate processes, giving 
routine moments the spotlight, bending perspectives, 
transforming recycled objects and beyond. On view 
July 14-Aug. 27.

EXHIBITS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

BSCRIBES
THE ADDISON INDEPENDENT WE NEED U

Annual subscription for just $50. 
addisonindependent.com



PAGE 16 — Addison Independent | ARTS+LEISURE | Thursday, August 4, 2022

Follow us on IG @thtmidd and FB @townhalltheatervt.

We would like to sincerely thank Swift House Inn for their support this season!Sponsored by

Tickets: townhalltheater.org   •   802-382-9222   •   68 S Pleasant St, Middlebury, VT 05753

UPCOMING EVENTS AT THT
World Music & Wine
at Lincoln Peak

Featuring music

from Mal Maiz

August 19  @ 6pm

Welcome to Paradise
A new musical 

by Doug Anderson

August 12, 13 & 14

The Winter’s Tale
Presented by 

THT’s Young Company

August 17 & 18

Taste of Spain
To Benefit THT

August 11 @ 5:30pm

Champlain 
Philharmonic
At Lincoln Peak Vineyard

August 6 @ 6pm

“This year’s circus’ central theme 
is Homosapiens reform”, says 
director Peter Schumann. “Insidious 
Homosapiens, representative of 
the Accumulated Evil of the Whole, 
will be arrested, taken to court, & 
condemned to a rehabilitation facility 
where he has to take classes in totally 
new behavior: how to be an earthling 
instead of an engineer of the humanity 
machine, how to cry like a bird & speak 
like a thunderstorm & then graduate 
with a Dr. degree to cure the species 
from its life threatening diseases like 
war, capitalism, fossil fuel addiction, 
weapons obsession, etc.”  

After the show, Bread and Puppet will 
serve its famous sourdough rye bread 
with aioli, and Bread and Puppet’s 
“Cheap Art” – books, posters, postcards, 
pamphlets and banners from the Bread 
and Puppet Press – will be for sale. 
All ticket proceeds benefit Bread and 
Puppet Theater and Town Hall Theater. 
Tickets are required and available for 
purchase at townhalltheater.org. 

*No one will be turned away for lack 
of funds.  If you need assistance 
with the price of the ticket please 
contact tickets@townhalltheater.org

Bread + Puppet 
brings their Domestic Resurrection Circus to 

the Snow Bowl
Our Domestic Resurrection Circus is a spectacle of protest and 

celebration that addresses the urgent themes of the moment using 
paper maché, dance, and a live brass band.

THURSDAY, 8/18 
5PM GATES; 6PM SHOW

TICKETS $20*
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MON-FRI 8-5, SAT 8-12 OR BY APPOINTMENT | 18 CREEK RD | MIDDLEBURY, VT | (802) 458-8999  
BradfordKitchenAndBath.com

ASK US ABOUT OUR IN-HOUSE FINANCING.
• KITCHEN & BATH DESIGN • INSTALLATION • TUBS, TOILETS, FAUCETS, ETC • 

PROJECT MANAGEMENT • CABINETRY & COUNTERTOPS • HARDWARE & MORE!

BRAD AND CONNIE ARE READY TO HELP YOU MAKE THE KITCHEN 
OR BATH OF YOUR DREAMS INTO A REALITY! COME VISIT OUR 
KITCHEN AND BATH SHOWROOM WHERE WE WILL WORK WITH YOU 
TO CREATE THE SPACE YOU WANT. WE ALSO PROVIDE IN-HOME 
CONSULTATIONS WHICH HELPS IN THE PROCESS OF CREATING THE 
PERFECT DESIGN FOR YOUR SPACE. WE’RE HERE FOR IT ALL!

W E ’ L L  T A K E  C A R E  O F

INSIDE
While y�  enj�  � tside
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Inside:
The Addison County Fair & Field Days Board extends a cor-

dial invitation to you, and your friends and family to exhibit at 
this year’s Addison County Fair & Field Days on Aug. 9, 10, 
11, 12 & 13, 2022.

It is our pleasure to present the opportunity for area citizens 
to have fun, eat delicious food and see the best livestock and 
high-quality products that your friends and neighbors here 
produce.

It is our pleasure to present the opportunity for area citi-
zens to showcase the quality products they have made so 
that others can see what they’ve been up to. You’ll find farm 
animals of all varieties, handcrafts, history, commerce, good 
foods and, if you like that sort of thing, the midway. And don’t 
forget to catch a live show and a competition.

We extend our sincere appreciation to all who have exhib-
ited in the past, and look forward to working with new, as well 
as past exhibitors, during our fair. And we thank all our visitors 
who make the fair complete.And we thank all our visitors who 
make the fair complete.

Addison County Fair & Field Days, Inc.
New Haven,VT 05742

802-545-2557 (Phone) 802-329-2113 (Fax) 
FieldDays@gmavt.net

Visit us at AddisonCountyFieldDays.com

Welcome

16 Creek Road, Middlebury
802-388-6054

M-F 7:15 - 5:30, Sat. 8 - 3
www.countrysidecarpetandpaint.com

Paint • Flooring • Window Treatments &  
Everything You Need for any Project

COLOR
YOURSELF INSPIRED

We’ve Got You Covered!

Admission  ............................................................ 6
Board of Directors ................................................. 6
Dedication to Ken Gilbert ...................................... 7
How to get to Field Days ....................................... 8
Daily Activities & Schedule of events .............. 9-19
Map of fairgrounds  ............................................. 12
Showcasing cows and kids  ............................... 20
What is a gymkhana? ......................................... 21
A Whole Week of Entertainment .................... 22-26
Hand mowing explained ..................................... 27
Farmers in training .............................................. 28
How to judge Home & Garden ............................ 29
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Message to Superintendents

About this Field Days Program
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Menu: Change

After 40 years, Waybury Inn’s 

chef has begun training her 

replacement. See Arts + Leisure. 

By the wayBy the way

AC nets wins

The county Legion nine remains 

in the playoff hunt after taking 

four of seven games. See Page 1B.

Food calling

A Cornwall Zen community is 

offering free food to anyone who 

wants it. Page 11A.

Middlebury 
to revisit 
cannabis 
store policy
Retail pot bylaw to 

get separate review

Two candidates square off in GOP primary for sheriff

Grazing 
targeted for 

pollution 
reduction

Property tax 

rates fall in 

Ferrisburgh

Holmes touts experience in law enforcement

Elmore says he can hit the ground running

Eight Afghan women flee Taliban to make a better life in Middlebury

College students determined to help bring peace to homeland

(See Elmore, Page 15A)

(See Ferrisburgh, Page 14A)

(See Holmes, Page 14A)

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Addison County 

Sheriff’s Department Sgt. Michael Elmore 

is hoping area voters on Aug. 9 will give him 

a big boost toward becoming sheriff. It’s a 

position he said he’d use to streamline current 

operations and restore public confidence in 

a law enforcement organization that’s still 

reeling from the arrest of its current leader, 

Sheriff Peter Newton, on sexual assault 

charges late last month.

Elmore, a 27-year-old Addison 

Republican, will face Middlebury’s Ron 

Holmes (see related story) in an Aug. 9 GOP 

primary that could decide the sheriff’s race. 

No Democrats have filed to run for the four-

year gig, though independents and minor 

party candidates have until Aug. 4 to get on 

the Nov. 8 General Election ballot.

Newton — who said in late April he 

wouldn’t seek another four-year term — 

pleaded not guilty in Burlington’s Vermont 

Superior Court on June 28 to felony sexual 

assault charges, following a months-long 

Vermont State Police investigation into 

allegations of abuse reported by a woman 

with whom he was in a relationship.

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury’s Ron 

Holmes learned a lot about the Addison 

County Sheriff’s Department (ACSD) 

during a 25-year run as a part-time deputy 

there. He served under Jim Coons and then 

Don Keeler, two sheriffs that had a combined 

70-plus years in law enforcement.

Now Holmes, 67, wants to put his 

experience to work helming the ACSD, 

and he believes it could use some steady 

leadership. The department’s current leader, 

Sheriff Peter Newton, was arraigned on 

June 28 on felony sexual assault charges 

following a months-long Vermont State 

Police investigation into allegations of abuse 

reported by a woman with whom he was in 

a relationship.

Newton announced back in early May 

he wouldn’t seek another four-year term 

as sheriff, prompting Holmes and fellow 

Republican Michael Elmore of Addison — a 

sergeant with the department — to throw 

their respective hats into the ring. The pair 

will square off in an Aug. 9 GOP primary. 

No Democrats have filed to run for the post; 

independents and minor party candidates 

By ANDY KIRKALDY

FERRISBURGH — When 

Ferrisburgh property owners open 

their tax bills — which should 

start arriving next week, according 

to town officials — they will 

find property tax rates that have 

dropped by about 9 cents from the 

previous year. 

For owners of single-family 

homes, Ferrisburgh’s overall 

homestead tax rate has decreased 

by 9.375 cents, or 4.5%, to $1.9415 

per $100 of assessed value.

That means almost $94 less in 

taxes per $100,000 of assessed 

value for homeowners who pay 

on their properties’ value. At least 

two-thirds of Vermont homeowners 

pay property taxes based on their 

incomes, and for them the effect of 

the lower homestead tax rate will 

vary.

(See Grazing, Page 12A)

By MARIN HOWELL 

NEW HAVEN — On a sunny 

afternoon earlier this month, more 

than 20 Addison County farmers 

and community members gathered 

at the Chalker Farm off Route 17 

in New Haven, home to Kayhart’s 

Homegrown Meat, to wander 

among the farm’s cattle. 

As they walked, the group heard 

from Brian and Cindy Kayhart and 

from UVM Extension Grazing 

Outreach Professional Cheryl 

Cesario about how the Kayharts 

have shifted at least 20 of their 

roughly 410 acres to grazing 

pastures for their beef and dairy 

cows — and saved money in the 

process.
“We’ve been slowly trying to 

figure it out,” Cindy Kayhart told 

the group of the transition. 

The July 1 event was hosted as 

part of the Summer Dairy Series, 

a string of events sponsored 

throughout the summer by the 

UVM Extension, Northeast 

Organic Farming Association of 

Vermont and the Vermont Grass 

Farmers Association. These events 

are designed to help farmers 

explore strategies for success by 

(See Better life, Page 16A)

(See Cannabis, Page 12A)

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — The 

Middlebury selectboard on 

Tuesday agreed to hold a second 

public hearing on a series of 

sweeping municipal zoning bylaw 

revisions, but only after carving 

proposed cannabis retail rules 

out of the package for a separate 

review and approval timeline.

The board took that step to 

enhance the prospect of swift 

passage for the bulk of the 

proposed zoning revisions, which 

among many other things, would 

allow the town to qualify for a 

“Neighborhood Development 

Area” designation from the state 

of Vermont that would give 

incentives to developers to build 

more affordable and workforce 

housing in town.

All aboard! Amtrak is now 

selling Ethan Allen Express 

tickets for daily travel between 

Burlington and New York 

City, including new stops in 

Vergennes and Middlebury, 

via Amtrak.com, the Amtrak 

app, Amtrak ticket desks and 

kiosks, and through 1-800-USA-

RAIL. Service will kick off at 

10:10 a.m. on Friday, July 29 

with a celebratory event at 

Burlington’s Union Station. 

The details, coming soon, will 

include $1 ticketed train fares 

within Vermont on the Ethan 

Allen Express, limited shuttle 

service on the day of the event 

for return transportation to 

Great sounds
MIDDLEBURY PROVIDED MUSIC lovers a great way to 

spend the week. Festival on the Green started Sunday 

night and has featured free live music and more each 

evening. Pictured clockwise from top left are trumpeter 

Sean Smith belting out tunes with the Super Yamba Band 

on Sunday, Anand Nayak playing with Rani Arbo & daisy 

mayhem on Monday, Promad Updhaya manning the tabla 

during Tuesday’s Vermont Folklife Center Traditional 

Arts Showcase, and the band É.T.É’s Élisabeth Moquin 

serenading with a fiddle on Tuesday. See more Festival 

photos on Page 8A. Independent photos/John S. McCright

By SHAYIQ SHAH

MIDDLEBURY — Eight young 

women from Afghanistan are 

making a future for themselves 

and their country starting here at 

Middlebury College. They are 

Sodaba Faizi, Zamzama Habibi, 

Lima Abade, Samimah Naiemi, 

Sajia Yaqouby, Rodaba Husseini, 

and sisters Taniya Noori and 

Nabila Noori. 

The journey taken by these 

young women, ages 19-24, is one 

that some might say personifies 

grit, determination and courage. 

They were studying in 

Afghanistan late last summer 

when rule of their country went 

to the Taliban, who are opposed 

to education for women. These 

women made their way to Vermont 

late this past winter, finished their 

first semester at Middlebury this 

spring and are settling into their 

new lives.
All eight of the women 

attended the School of Leadership 

Afghanistan, commonly known 

as SOLA. Located in the capital 

city of Kabul, SOLA was the 

first boarding school for girls in 

Afghanistan and continues to 

remain the only one of its kind. 

The school houses and educates 

students from 6th through 12th 

grade. Its vision is to educate 

young women and nurture them 

into being compassionate and bold 

leaders for their country, fighting 

for a peaceful and prosperous 

Afghanistan. 

Shabana Basij-Rasikh, a member 

of the Middlebury College class 

of 2011, founded SOLA in 2008 

while still an undergraduate. She 

serves as the current president of 

the school and is affectionately 

referred to by her students as 

“Shabana Jaan.” 

The decision to attend SOLA was 

not an easy one for these students. 

“I did not know if I could live 

away from my family at such an 

early age. Also, going to boarding 

school in Afghanistan is a big deal, 

especially for women,” Faizi said. 

Habibi agreed with her peer.

“My relatives did not know 

where I was when I first joined 
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Answer time
‘But Why’ podcast duo will make 
a live appearance on July 10 at the THT. See Arts + Leisure.

By the wayBy the way

Toilet titans
A new team plunged to a win in 
Bristol Outhouse Race’s return to 
downtown glory. See Page 1B.

Seniors
Conversations are opening up about Alzheimer’s. See Senior Lifestyles tucked in Section C.

Defense atty. eyes prosecutor’s job

$367 million lottery ticket sold at Middlebury retailer

Addison teen heading west to national rodeo 

Vekos vies for state’s attorney post

Lea Krause to compete in Wyoming 

Indian women athletes empowered at Middlebury campField hockey provides life-changing trip

New child care center in the works

College sees progress in its Energy2028 climate fight 

Midd. church nets $560K for startup

(See Vekos, Page 14A)

(See Winner, Page 10A)

(See Rodeo, Page 18A)

(See College, Page 11A)

(See Child care, Page 17A)

By KATIE FUTTERMANADDISON — After she set the 
best time for her team in her first 
run of the barrel racing event at 
the National High School Rodeo 
competition in Lincoln, Neb., last 
year, then-15-year-old Lea Krause 
of Addison hit the third barrel in her 
second run, which adds 5 seconds 
to the racer’s time. That, she said, 
is basically a disqualification. “It was like tears immediately. 

I was so upset,” Krause recalled 
recently. “I can still picture it. I still 
see it. I just wish I could go back.” 

Fortunately, Krause, now 16 and 

a rising junior at Vergennes Union 
High School, is getting ready to 
head to Gillette, Wyo., next week 
to compete in this year’s national 
competition.After another year of training on 

her horse Corona, a thoroughbred 
paint horse, Krause is ready to take 
a big step forward at nationals.Still, she had a hard time 

recovering from the miscue at last 
year’s big show, especially with the 
guilt she felt for bringing her whole 
family all the way to Nebraska, and 
all of the money that had gone into 

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Aided by 
$560,000 in donated seed money, 
the Congregational Church of 
Middlebury (MiddUCC) has 
agreed to establish, and host, 
an independent, nonprofit child 
care center providing slots for 24 
children ages six weeks to three 
years old.

MiddUCC is working to open 
the new center before year’s end, 
but organizers stressed they still 
have much work to do — including 
making physical upgrades to the 
targeted child care space within the 
church. So expectant and current 
parents shouldn’t try to reserve a 
slot right now; there’s not even a 
waiting list at this point.MiddUCC parishioners endorsed 

the new child care initiative on 
June 19, which was a deadline the 

By KATIE FUTTERMANMIDDLEBURY — Henrita Toppo’s home in eastern India is more than 7,500 miles and a world away from Middlebury, Vt. “In my village, girls are not allowed to go out after 5 p.m. because it becomes dark, and girls don’t have the freedom to roam where they want,” she said, through an interpreter, after arriving here late last month. “Also, I can’t go out and travel. If I do, the boys harass me 
on the streets.”Toppo is one of five young 

women who came to Middlebury 
from Jharkhand, India, June 22, 

on a three-week trip to learn English, public speaking and self defense at Middlebury College. Pivotally, they also are playing a lot of field hockey while they are here.The young women, who range in age from 16 to 19, were selected as the five best field hockey players from two field hockey camps that Middlebury College field hockey coach Katharine DeLorenzo led in 2018 and 2020 in the city of Ranchi. 
That’s the capital city of Jharkhand, 
a state in eastern India with a 
population of almost 33 million 
people.

PLAYERS PURNIMA NETI, left, Priyanka Kumari, Pundi Saru, Juhi Kumari and Henrita Toppo and 

translator Subhashni Kant hold up their fists in solidarity during a recent practice. The young women 

from East India are in Middlebury to learn field hockey skills while also broadening their horizons.Independent photo/Steve James

(See Field hockey, Page 10A)

“It’s kind of impossible to describe how amazing it was to hear these young women shout ‘girl power.’ They’re not meant to talk, they’re not meant to feel powerful. That’s not really allowed for them … That concept of women’s empowerment is pretty foreign.” — Anna Kenyon

By SAM LIPINMIDDLEBURY — Someone 
who visited the Short Stop gas 
station on Middlebury’s Court 
Street last week suddenly became 
a millionaire — a hundred-
millionaire, in fact.For the first time in Vermont 

history, the winning Powerball 
jackpot ticket was sold at a Vermont 
retailer, Vermont Lottery officials 
announced on Thursday, June 30. And the winning ticket was sold 

right here in Middlebury at the 
Short Stop, part of the Jolley chain 
of gas stations.The owner of the lucky ticket, 

who as of early this week had not 
stepped forward to claim it, won a 
payout worth $366.7 million spread 
out over 30 years, which instead 
could be taken as an immediate 
cash payout of $208.5 million.“Isn’t that awesome?” said 

Wendy Knight, the commissioner 

By JOHN FLOWERSM I D D L E B U R Y — Eva Vekos has spent much of her 20-year legal career defending people — particularly juveniles — in courthouses in Massachusetts, New York City and Vermont.She now wants to flip the script and take on the role of prosecutor, specifically 
as Addison County’s new state’s 
attorney.

Vekos, a 52-year-old lawyer 
affiliated with Middlebury-based 
Marsh & Wagner P.C., will face 
fellow Democrat Tim Lueders-
Dumont in an Aug. 9 primary. 
The winner will go on to the Nov. 

8 General Election and face independent candidate Peter Bevere, Addison County’ deputy state’s attorney.Keen interest in the county’s top prosecutor job is being fueled by the fact that it’s an open seat. Former Addison County State’s Attorney Dennis Wygmans, a 
Democrat, left the post in May to 
become one of two Traffic Safety 
Resource Prosecutors in the state. 
Gov. Phil Scott recently decided to 
name Bevere acting state’s attorney 
until the upcoming election, a 
move that has angered members 
of the Addison County Democratic 

EVA  VEKOS

By MARIN HOWELL MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 
College says it is making progress 
toward reaching goals for 
addressing climate change laid out 
in its Energy2028 initiative, but 
still has work to do, according to 
some. 

The 10-year plan was formally 
announced in 2019, outlining 
climate goals for the institution to 
meet in the areas of clean energy 
use and incorporating the climate 
fight into the college’s educational 
mission.  

Early last month Middlebury 
released an update that details 
steps taken to meet Energy2028’s 
four goals: • Use 100% renewable energy by 

2028. 
• Reduce energy consumption on 

Middlebury College’s core campus 

If you have some time and 
talent to spare, consider joining 
the board of WomenSafe, 
an organization that works 
to eliminate domestic and 
sexual violence in Addison 
County. The board typically 
meets one evening per month 
in Middlebury and uses a 

Happy Fourth!Downtown Bristol has been 
a somewhat lonely place on 
the past two Independence 
Days as the pandemic forced 
the suspension of the annual 
Fourth of July parade. But this 
past Monday the big parade 
returned to Bristol with guys 
on tractors, bagpipers, folks 
from the Zeno Mountain Farm 
Community in a boat and beach-themed float and lots 

of fire trucks. It was a picture-
perfect day. See more photos 
on Page 13A.Independent photos/Steve James and John S. McCright

The First National Bank of Orwell
100% of deposits are put to work in local loans.

Invested in our neighbors since 1863.
Main Street, Orwell

(802) 948-2811
Route 22A, Shoreham

(802) 897-2265

Personal Service. Truly Local Banking.
Equal Housing Lender Member FDICwww.fnborwell.com

The Addison Independent will publish the results of as many 
Field Days competitions as we can get our hands on. Event super-
intendents should take their results to the Field Days office imme-
diately after the events. Field Days staff will make copies and the 
Independent will publish the information as quickly as possible.

Thank you!

Addison County Fair and Field Days draws folks from around the county and even 
around the state to the fairgrounds in New Haven every August. The five-day extravaganza 

draws more people than any other event in Addison County. The best farmers, sugarmakers, 
cooks and bakers compete for bragging rights — as do those brave men and women who 

get behind the wheel in the demolition derby and the tractor pull (not to mention the folks who 
work with the powerful draft horses). More often than not, the winners turn out to be our neighbors, 

or the folks down the road whom we see at the grocery store and at our kids’ school concerts.
Kids with cows, calves, sheep, lambs — livestock of all kinds! — work for weeks and months leading up to Field Days, 

grooming their animals for show-ring competition. Adults compete for the coveted Leona Thompson Bowl. Younger crafters 
try to earn the Frances Monroe Youth Award.

Contestants young and old — and every age between — gather fruits and vegetables from the garden and sugar and 
spices from the pantry; then whip them up into a smorgasbord of jams, pickles, cakes and cookies for competitions in the 
Food Department. 

There are exhibits, pulls (tractor, truck, horse, oxen and pedal-tractor), animal judging, horse shows, carnival food by the 
ton and plenty of midway rides.

This booklet, which is filled with photographs taken by Steve James and others at last year’s fair, is designed to serve as a 
guide to Field Days. A complete schedule of events can be found as well as profiles of this year’s entertainers. 

Entertainment at the fair comes not just in the form of bands but also includes the ever-popular armwrestling. The popular 
karaoke contest returns, as does the closing fireworks.

There is plenty to see and do over the five days of the fair — Aug. 9-13. Don’t miss any of it!
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2022 Admission

2022-2023  
Board of Directors

Your ticket price includes parking, gate admission, re-
admission, grandstands, all Field Days shows & exhibits. 
Ticket office opens at 7:30 am.

ADULTS (ages 12 and over)
Tuesday – Saturday Daily Admission  ....................... $13
SEASON PASS  ........................................................ $45
SENIOR DISCOUNT ............................ Free on Tuesday

with Green Mountain Passport
(Green Mtn Passports can be purchased

at your local Town Clerk’s office)

CHILDREN (ages 6-11)
Daily Admission  .......................................................... $5
SEASON PASS  ........................................................ $15

CHILDREN (5 years and under)
FREE all days

RIDE BRACELET TIMES – Pay one price
The Dreamland Amusements midway is open every day 
of Field Days from noon to 11 p.m.
Buy a $25 bracelet and it is good for rides all day. 
Otherwise there is a price for each individual ride.

PRESIDENT: Diane Norris, 802-897-7014
VICE PRESIDENT: Benj Deppman, 802-734-1381
SECRETARY: Kathy Nisun, 802-352-6630
TREASURER: Brenda Deering, 802-545-2279
MEMBERS AT LARGE: William Roleau, 802-453-3713; 
Tricia Foster, 802-233-2821; Kenneth Button, 802-989-7055; 
Megan Sutton, 802-545-2475; Mike Reed, 802-759-2054; 
Bruce Putnam, 802-349-6107; Cindy Kayhart,
802-343-3862; and Chris Acker, 802-349-2342
BUSINESS MANAGER:
Cara Mullin, 802-545-2557
GROUNDS MANAGER:
Leonard Barrett, 802-349-4179
ELECTRICIAN: Herb Fisher, 802-247-6390 
or 802-247-6596
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Proud to now offer CFMOTO
Quality power sports at an affordable price!

130 Ethan Allen Highway, New Haven, VT.
802-388-0669 • cyclewisevt.com

2022 Dedication
Thanks “K.G.”

Ken Gilbert, broadcaster at WVTK radio, is the recipient of our 2022 Fair and Field Day’s 
Dedication. This is a significant milestone as Ken did the first live broadcast from Field Days 50 
years ago in 1972.

Ken grew up in Hartford, Conn., where he entered the U.S. Navy in 1967. After serving his 
time, Ken decided broadcasting would be his career.

His first job offer was at WFAD radio in Middlebury, Vt., where his first show was on Nov. 
16, 1971. He worked with Middlebury College students Jim Douglas and Chris Graff (whose 
names you might recognize — Chris was Montpelier bureau chief for the Associated Press 
and Jim was Governor of Vermont, of course).

WFAD then acquired 92.1 in 1975 and Ken continues to broadcast on 92.1 WVTK today.
He is well known for remote location shows for local businesses and public service 

organizations including food drives with the United Way of Addison County and his favorite, 
Addison County Fair and Field Days!

Ken is the “Voice of Field Days.”
He is responsible for providing radio ads to all local radio stations promoting the fair.
He broadcasts live throughout the week, keeping people entertained and informed 

about weather conditions and anything relevant the listener needs to know.
He will be at the fair again this year and welcomes guests at the radio building 

opposite the Field Day’s office.
Congratulations, “K.G.”
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3 Elm. St., Middlebury
(802) 989-7651  |  Gregsmarketvt.com

Produce • Baked Goods 
Chicken • Beef • Venison 

Call for Monthly 
Meat Specials. 

Sourcing and Adding Local 
Products all the Time

How to get to Field Days

To RutlandTo Fair Haven
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2022 Daily Activities

Children’s Barnyard Open  ........................ 10am - 10pm
4-H & Youth Building Open ........................ 10am - 10pm 
Antique Equipment Building Open ............ 10am - 10pm
Maple Sugar House Open ............................  9am - 9pm
Twist O’ Wool Guild Demos
 (Twist O’ Wool Guild tent) ....................... 10am - 6pm
Forest Festival Exhibits & Demonstrations
      (forestry building) ................................. 10am - 10pm
Home & Garden Building Open
     with continuous craft demos ................. 10am - 10pm
Lucien Paquette Exhibit Building Open

Daily Maple Products Demonstrations
 (maple sugar house) ............................. 10am - 10pm
Midway Open (approximately) ................... 12pm - 12am
Milking Parlor Demonstrations ...................... 1pm - 4pm
Corn Hole Tournament ................................. 1pm & 6Pm

Please Note: Most exhibits will  be removed 
on  Saturday night at 10:00.
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Schedule of Events

Tuesday, August 9, 2022

MORNING
8:30																Western Only 4-H and Open Youth Junior Horse 

Show (horse area)
9:00																4-H Dairy Conformation Classes (animal show arena)
10:30														Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment area)
11:00														Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand)
11:00-3:00 					 “Bee” Kind(Connor Home Stage in Paquette Bldg)

AFTERNOON
12:00-6:00 					Cairo Northern Clowns (Front of FFA Food Booth)
12:00														Dig For Treasure! (youth activity area) - FREE
12:00														Pirate Man Dan (show tent)
Noon 														$25 BRACELET- Good For All Day Rides
12:30														 “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
1:00																Midway Opens (approximately)
1:00																Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand)
1:00																CW Bike Stunt Show (show area)
1:30																Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment area)
1:30																4-H Hands on Workshop (4-H exhibit building)
1:30 															Buffalo Barfield Unherd-of Entertainment (show tent)
2:00																Sheep Shearing/Handling Demonstration (sheep tent)

(See Schedule of Events on page 13)

Opening Ceremony & Parade, Demo Derby, Dinners & Shows
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Canning & Freezing Supplies 
for all your prize winning 

Garden Fruits & Vegetables

handling equipment
for horse & cattle

FENCING
by

Check out our
Liquid Storage Tanks
& expanded line of 
Plastic 
Fittings

Visit us at Field DaysVisit us at Field Days

Animal Grooming Supplies • Shampoos & Body Washes • Shears • Wormers 
Hoof Shine • Harnesses, Halters & Leads • Fly Control Spray • Straw Hats

Metal Sales Metal Roofing 
Complete line for 
all your buildings.

Stop in, visit our booth and say hello.
We’ll be located, as always, between the 4-H Food Booth and the Animal Show Arena.

Sun-Mar Composting Toilets

See our displa y!See our displa y!

BARN FANS 
to keep the air moving!

The helpful staff from Paris Farmers Union invites you to 

Feeds by:

Headquarters for feeds and supplies
for all your pets and farm animals

• Canners 
• Pickling Mixes 
• Pectin
• Harvest Baskets
• Jars 
• Jar Lids 
• Jar Rubbers

One of   
New England’s 
LARGEST  
Stocking Dealers  
of ADS Plastic
CULVERTS! We Deliver!

Premium Wood Pellets, 
Bricks and Blocks! Multiple 
Brands to choose from. By 

the bag or by the ton. 

Wood & Pellet Stoves

Follow us on Facebook!
10 Store Locations in ME, NH & VT including

MIDDLEBURY • ROUTE 7 SOUTH 
802-388-3139 • middlebury@parisfarmersunion.net

Mon. - Fri. 8-5, Sat. 8-4, Sun. 8:30- 3
www.parisfarmersunion.comVisit us

online:
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27

26

1. Kelly James Natural Resources Pavilion
2. Public Safety Building
3. Dusty Chuck 4-H Food Booth
4. 4-H Exhibit Building
5. Youth Food Booth
6. Field Days Main Office
7. Milking Parlor  
 & Dairy Bar
8. Dairy Palace Arena
9. Bandstand
10. Twist O’ Wool Guild Tent
11. Pavilion
12. Show Tent
13. Handmowing Area
14. Lucien D. Paquette Exhibit Building
15. Horse Area Manager’s Booth
16. 4-H Dairy Barn
17. Open Dairy Show Barn
18. Beef Cattle Tent
19. Antique Equipment Buildings
20. Show Area
21. Frances Monroe Home  
 & Garden Center
22. Sara McCarty Children’s 
 Barnyard
23. Sheep Tents
24. Pony Rides & Free Youth  
 Activities
25. Infant Comfort Station
26. Addison County Toy Barn
27. Poultry Tent

Field Days Grounds Map
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Schedule of Events

(See Schedule of Events on page 14)

Tickets available now at: 
Middlebury Inn in Middlebury, Pratt’s Store in 

Bridport, the Field Days office  
or at fielddays@gmavt.net. 

Beginning Aug. 7th, 
tickets will only be available 

at the Field Days office. 
                   Call 545-2557                          

“The Taste
     of Vermont”

at Addison County Fair & Field Days
Dining Hall • Tuesday, August 9th

Sittings at 5:15, 6:00 and 6:45
Adults: $10   Children 10 & under: $5

Tickets Sell Out!

Green Mountain 
Passport Day

Opening Day Parade
6:00PM

Whiskey & Wine 
Band 7:00PM Supplies

Maple Candy

Deb’s Baked Beans

Pratt’s Store

Roast Pork

Carrot Cake

Host Vendor

Sweet Corn

Clark Family

 
 

             & the MUHS Football Te am

Served by participating vendors 

Supplies

Vegetables

Cheddar Cheese

Rides and Midway by Dreamland Amusements
Bracelet Rides – ALL DAY for $25

Apple Crisp

Chicken Apples

Dairy Products
The

Dining
Hall

Vegetables

Scalloped Potatoes

Country Classic Ham

2:00 - 4:00 �����Children’s Activities (children’s barnyard area) - FREE
3:00����������������Pirate Man Dan (show tent)
3:00����������������Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment area)
3:00���������������� “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
3:30����������������4-H Hands on Workshop (4-H exhibit building)
3:30���������������� “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
3:30����������������CW Bike Stunt Show (show area)
4:30����������������Buffalo Barfield Unherd-of-Entertainment
5:15����������������Vermont Products Dinner-1st Sitting (dining hall)
5:00����������������Gymkhana (horse area)
5:30���������������� “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
6:00����������������Vermont Products Dinner-2nd Sitting (dining hall)
6:00����������������CW Bike Stunt Show(show area)
6:00����������������Field Days Opening Parade - “The Place to Bee!”
6:00����������������Aaron Audet Band(show tent)
6:45����������������Vermont Products Dinner-3rd Sitting (dining hall)
7:00����������������Miniature Horse Team Hitching Demonstration  

(children’s barnyard
7:00 ���������������G� Stone Motors Demo Derby (Tractor Pad)
7:00����������������Whiskey & Wine Band (Bandstand)
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Schedule of Events

(See Schedule of Events on page 16)

MORNING
8:30																English Only 4-H and Open Youth Jr	 & Sr	 Horse 

Show (horse area)
9:00																Open Dairy Show-Holsteins, Ayrshires, Milking 

Shorthorns
9:30																Ox Pulling (Butterfeld Arena)
10:00 - 2:00 			Children’s Activities (children’s barnyard area) - FREE
10:30														Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment area)
11:00-:300 					 “Bee” Kind(Connor Home Stage in Paquette Bldg)
11:00														Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand)
AFTERNOON
12:00-6:00 					Cairo Northern Clowns (Front of FFA Food Booth)
Noon 														$25 BRACELET- Good For All Day Rides
12:00														Pirate Man Dan (show tent)
12:00														Dig For Treasure! (youth activity area) - FREE
12:00														Goat Show (sheep show tent)
12:00														Men’s Caber Toss (tractor pad)
12:30														 “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
1:00																Ladies Iron Skillet Toss (tractor pad)
1:00																Town Hall Theater in Schools (Welcome Center) 

Wednesday, August 10, 2022
Agricultral Shows & Demos, Caber Toss, Karaoke , and The 
Demolition Derby

J.W. & D.E. Ryan is a local, well established, 
plumbing and HVAC contractor in Vergennes, VT.

With a history as an industry leader, the knowledge and 
experience of our technicians and managers make J.W. & D.E. 
Ryan the ideal place to hone your skills and develop new ones.

We are currently seeking an installer and a service technician. 
Our work is primarily residential and light commercial, and our 
range of services include design, installation and maintenance. 
Whether you are a Journeyman or Master plumber looking 
to advance your career or a non-licensed but mechanically 
inclined individual ready to learn the trade, come join our team.

The positions are full-time with a generous benefi t package 
including health insurance, paid time off , 6 paid holidays, 
training/education, life insurance, short-term disability 
insurance, boot allowance, a matching 401k, and more! 
Competitive pay based on experience.

To apply, please email your resume to tanya@jwderyan.com
or mail to: J.W. & D.E. Ryan, Inc. PO Box 6 Vergennes, VT 05491

WE ARE HIRING!
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Fine Furniture

Quality Service

Uniquely 
Woodware

Route 7 South  •  Middlebury, VT  •  802-388-6297
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Schedule of Events

Continued on next page

Proud supporters of the 
Addison County Fair & Field Days!

Benj & Lesley Deppman, attorneys at Deppman Law PLC,
are focused on achieving practical results for their clients. 
They can help you with:

• Real Estate Transactions –
   Commercial & Residential
• Construction Law
• Trust and Estate Planning
• Probate Proceedings
• Commercial Litigation
• Personal Injury
• Family Law –
   Divorce & Custody

• Foreclosure
• Renewable Energy
• General Civil Litigation
• Corporate Organization
• Business Entity Selection, 
   Organization, and
   Representation
• Landlord -Tenant

Benjamin H. Deppman • bdeppman@middlaw.com
Lesley B. Deppman  • ldeppman@middlaw.com

56 Court St., Middlebury
802-388-6337 |  www.middlaw.com

Deppman Law

260 Court St., Hannaford Plaza, Middlebury, VT
802-388-3559  • middleburysewnvac.com

M-F 10am - 5pm, Sat. 9:30am - 4pm, Closed Sunday 

• Sewing Machines
• Vacuum Cleaners
• Sewing Machine and
  Vacuum Service & Repair
• Sewing & Quilting
  Classes
• Quilting Fabric

Your

Source for
local

1:00																CW Bike Stunt Show (show area)
1:30																Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment area)
1:30																4-H Hands on Workshop (4-H exhibit building)
1:30																Buffalo Barfield Unherd-of-Entertainment
2:00																Sheep Shearing/Handling Demonstration (sheep tent)
2:30																Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand)
3:00																 “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
3:00																Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment area)
3:00																Pirate man Dan (Show tent)
3:30																Town Hall Theater in Schools (Welcome Center Area)
3:30																4-H Hands on Workshop (4-H exhibit building)
3:30																CW Bike Stunt Show (show area)
4:00																4-H & Other Youth Rabbit Showmanship (Childrens 

Barnyard)
4:30																Buffalo Barfield Unherd-of-Entertainment (show tent)
5:30																 “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
5:30																Miniature Horse Team Hitching Demonstration 

(children’s barnyard)
6:00																Town Hall Theater in Schools (Welcome Center Area)
6:00																CW Bike Stunt Show (show area)
7:00																Karaoke Talent Night with DJ Amanda Rock (signup 

at 6:30) (show tent)
7:00																G	 Stone Motors Demolition Derby (tractor pad)
7:30																Phil Hoyt (bandstand)
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Schedule of Events

(See Schedule of Events on page 18)

Flat of 20 Super Jumbo  $5.50
18 Pack Large  ................. $3.75
Jumbo dozen .................... $3.00
Cage Free XL dozen ........ $3.25 
X-Large dozen .................. $2.75 
Large dozen ...................... $2.50 
Medium dozen ................. $2.25
Small. ................ $1.50/30 eggs  

All Natural Cage-Free Eggs Available

PLUS!  Milk, 
Cheese, 

Butter,  OJ, 
Maple Syrup 

& More!

Cage Free Large dozen .. $3.00
Our famous 
Hairline Crax ................. $1.25

Maple Meadow FarmMaple Meadow Farm
WHERE THE EGG COMES FIRST!WHERE THE EGG COMES FIRST!

Maple Meadow FarmMaple Meadow Farm
518 Maple St., Salisbury, VT 05769518 Maple St., Salisbury, VT 05769

802-352-4241 • www.maplemeadowfarmeggs.com802-352-4241 • www.maplemeadowfarmeggs.com
Hours: Mon/Tu/Fri 8AM-Noon, Thurs 8AM-4:30  • (Closed Wed, Sat & Sun)

Thursday, August 11, 2022
MORNING
8:00																Annual ACFFD Open Horse Show (horse area)
9:00																4-H Dairy Fitting & Showmanship Classes (animal 

show arena)
9:00																4-H & Other Youth Sheep Show (sheep show tent)
10:00														Hand Mowing Contest (antique equipment demo 

area)2
10:00														VTPA-Anitque Tractor Pulls
10:30														Pony Pulling (Butterfeld Arena)
10:30														Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment area)
11:00														Pedal Tractor Pull (show tent) (sign-ups at 10:00)
11:30														Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand)
11:00-3:00 					 “Bee” Kind (Connor Home Stage in Paquette Bldg)

12:00-6:00  				Cairo Northern Clowns (Front of the FFA Food 
Booth)

12:00														Midway Opens (approximately)
12:00														Dig For Treasure! (youth activity area) - FREE
12:00 - 4:00 			Children’s Activities (children’s barnyard area) - 

FREE
Noon 														$25 BRACELET- Good For All Day Rides
12:30														 “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
1:00																VTPA-Garden Tractor Antique (tractor pad)

Tractor Pulls
1:00																CW Bike Stunt Show (show area)
1:30																Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment 

area)
1:30																Buffal Barfield Unherd-of-Entertainment (show tent)”
1:30																4-H Hands on Workshop (4-H exhibit building)
2:30																Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand)
3:00																Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment 

area)
3:00																Pirate Man Dan (Show Tent)
3:00																 “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (children’s barnyard area)
3:30																4-H Hands on Workshop (4-H exhibit building)
3:30																CW Bike Stunt Show(show area)
4:00																Working Steer/Oxen Demonstration (animal show 

arena)
4:30																Buffalo Barfield Unherd-of-Entertainment (show tent)
5:30																 “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
5:30																Miniature Horse Team Hitching Demonstration  

(children’s barnyard)
6:00																CW Bike Stunt Show (show area)
6:30																FreeStyle MotorCross Show (tractor pad)
7:00																Whiskey & Wine(Band Stand)
7:30																FreeStyle MotorCross Show (tractor pad)
7:30																Animal Costume Class (animal show arena)
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802-388-8999  |  John and Jim Fitzgerald

Telecommunications Sales & Service
Data Cabling & Fiber Optics

Serving the Addison County
Business Community

106 Andrew Johnson Dr. Bristol, VT  •  www.vermontlumber.com
Mon-Fri 7:30 a.m. – 4 p.m. (Closed Noon - 12:30)

Friendly & Professional Service 
Quality Hardwoods 

Sustainable Forestry
Cash & Volume DiscountsPerfect for Manufacturing Cabinets, 

Furniture, Repairs & Remodeling
Superior Quality and Great Prices!

VERMONT HARDWOODS
MAPLE ∙ OAK ∙ BIRCH ∙ CHERRY ∙ ASH

CALL FOR PRICING AND AVAILABILITY

802-453-4884

8:00																Toast (Show Tent)
8:30																FreeStyle MotorCross Show (tractor pad)

Friday, August 12, 2022

MORNING
8:30																Exhibitors’ Breakfast (dining hall)
9:00																Open Sheep Show (sheep show tent)
9:30																Draft Horse Show (horse area)
10:00 - 2:00 			Children’s Activities (children’s barnyard area) - 

FREE
10:00														VTPA-Youth, Adult Stock, Sport Stock, ATVs, 

SuperStock Open,
																							Pro Diesel,
																							4 Cyl Mod, Enhanced Antique Pulls (tractor pad)
10:00														Horse Pulling (Butterfeld Arena)
10:30														Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment area)
11:00														Pirate Man Dan (show tent)
11:00-3:00 					 “Bee” Kind (Connor Home Stage in Paquette Bldg)
AFTERNOON
12:00-6:00 					Cairo Northern Clowns (front of the FFA Food Booth)
12:00														Dig For Treasure! (youth activity area) - FREE
12:00														 “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
12:00														PeeWee Dairy Showmanship (animal show arena)
Noon 														$25 BRACELET- Good For All Day Rides
12:15														Buffalo Barfield Unherd-of Entertainment (Show Tent)
1:00																Tom Joyce, Magican (bandstand)
1:00																4 Abreast, Show Division (horse area)
1:00																CW Bike Stunt Show(show area)
1:30																Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment area)
1:30																4-H Hands on Workshop (4-H exhibit building)
1:30																Pirate Man Dan (show tent)
2:45																Buffalo Barfield Unherd-of Entertainment (Show Tent)
3:00																Beef Show (animal show arena)
3:00																 “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
3:00																Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment area)
3:30																4-H Hands on Workshop (4-H exhibit building)

3:30																CW Bike Stunt Show (show area)
4:00																Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand)
5:00																Armwrestling-Kids 16 & under (sign up at 4:00) 

(show tent)
5:30																 “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
5:30																Miniature Horse Team Hitching Demonstration 

(children’s barnyard)
6:00																CW Bike Stunt Show (show area)
6:00																VTPA- Stock Street Legal, Mod Street Legal, Work 

Stock Legal, 2	6/3	0, Pro Diesel, VT V8 Minis, 2WD 
Minis Pulls (tractor pad)

7:00																Armwrestling-Adults (weigh-ins 5:00)(show tent)
7:00																Jolly Roger Band (bandstand)
7:00																NYTPA - Sanctioned Super Farm & Limited Pro
																							Tractor Pulls (tractor pad)

MORNING
9:00 															Open Dairy Show- Jersey, Brown Swiss & Guernsey
9:00																Draft Horse Show (horse area)
10:00														4H & Other Youth Poultry Showmanship
                       (Childrens Barnyard area)
10:00														Baked Bean Bonanza Contest & Samples (picnic 

pavilion)
10:00														VTPA-Farmstock, Open 4WD, Hot Farm, Super stock  

4x4, Altered, Farm, Street Legal Semi, Single Engine 
Mod Pulls (tractor pad)

10:30														Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment area)
10:30														Youth Sheep Blocking and Fitting Contest (sheep tent)
11:00 - 3:00 			Children’s Activities (children’s barnyard area) - FREE
11:00-3:00 					 “Bee” Kind(Connor Home Stage in Paquette Bldg)
12:00														Pirate Man Dan (show tent)
AFTERNOON
12:00-6:00  				Northern Cairo Clowns (front of FFA food booth)
12:00														Midway Opens (approximately)

More Shows, Armwrestling and Pulling Competitions

Saturday, August 13, 2022

Continued on next page

Dairy Show, Pulling Competitions & Fireworks!



Field Days • Official Program • The Addison Independent • Aug. 4, 2022 Page 19

Farmstand openFarmstand open
10-6 Daily10-6 Daily
April 1 -December 1April 1 -December 1

Enjoy the Fair!

2001 Old Jerusalem Road, Leicester, VT | www.blueledgefarm.com

The 2022 Garden 
Game Is Here!

Each summer the Addy Indy and Agway partner to present 
the Garden Game, awarding prizes for the largest entries in 

each of the fruit and veggie categories below:
Asparagus (length x circumference) 
Beet (circumference)
Broccoli (diameter)
Cabbage (circumference)
Cantaloupe (circumference)
Carrot (length x circumference)
Cauliflower (diameter)
Corn (length x circumference)
Cucumber (length x circumference)
Edible Leafy Greens (length x                 

width - leaf only)
Eggplant (circumference x                        

circumference)
Fennel (length x circumference)
Green Bean (length)
Kohlrabi (circumference)
Leek (length x circumference)
Melon (circumference)

Onion (circumference)
Parsnip (circumference)
Pepper (circumference x                            

circumference)
Potato (length x circumference)
Pumpkin (circumference x                          

circumference)
Radish (circumference)
Rhubarb (length)
Rutabaga (circumference)
Summer Squash (length x                        

circumference)
Sunflower (diameter)
Tomato (circumference)
Turnip (circumference)
Winter Squash (length x circumference)
Zucchini (length x circumference)

How do you play the Garden Game? 
Just bring in any of the above fruits/veggies to our office at 58 Maple 

Street, Middlebury to be officially measured. Weekly front runners will 
be posted online and listed in the newspaper. Entries must be home-

grown in the greater Addison County area. One winner per category. One 
prize per person. Winners will be announced at the first sign of frost. 

Visit addisonindependent.com/contests
for more info.

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT
Schedule of Events

12:00														Dig For Treasure! (youth activity area) - FREE
12:00														 “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
Noon 														$25 BRACELET- Good For All Day Rides
12:30														Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand)
1:00																Rack ‘N Reel’s Sling Shot Competition
																							 (sign up at 12:00)(Butterfeld Arena)
1:00																Six Horse Hitch, North American Classic Six 

Qualifer (horse area)
1:30																Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment area)
1:30																4-H Hands on Workshop (4-H exhibit building)
1:30																Buffalo Barfield Unherd-of-Entertainment (Show Tent)
2:30																Turkey Calling Contest (Butterfeld Arena)
3:00																Pirate Man Dan (Show Tent)
3:00																Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment area)
3:00																Sheep & Wool Garment Lead Line Class (sheep 

show tent)
3:00																Sheep Shearing/Handling Demonstration (sheep 

tent)
3:00																 “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
3:30																Duck & Goose Calling Contest (sign up at 2:30)

(Butterfeld Arena)
3:30																4-H Hands on Workshop (4-H exhibit building)
3:30																CW Bike Stunt Show (Show Tent)
3:30																Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand)
5:00																Home & Garden Awards & Leona Thompson Bowl  

Presentation  (home & garden bldg)
5:30																 “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
5:30																Miniature Horse Team Hitching Demonstration 

(children’s barnyard)
6:00																CW Bike Stunt Show(show area)
6:00																Nickel& Dime (bandstand)
7:00																VTPA-VT V8 Minis, Altered Farm, Street Legal, 

Semis, S	S	 4x4, Pickups, Hot farm, Pro Stock, 
Single, Engine Mod Pulls(tractor pad)

7:00																Pitz Quattrone (Show Tent)
7:00																NYTPA - Sanctioned Super Farm & Limited Pro 

Tractor Pulls (tractor pad)
9:15																Champlain Valley Equipment Closing Fireworks 

Display  (set off east of horse area)
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802-388-7951 • addisoncounty.com

Addison County grows a lot ofAddison County grows a lot of
great things. Shouldn’t yourgreat things. Shouldn’t your
business be one of them?business be one of them?

We can increase your visibility in the county, and provide 
networking and training opportunities for your employees.

By JOHN VAALER
“I’m the only one in my class 

right now, but first place is always 
the goal,” Mount Abraham Union 
High School student Abigail Reen 
said at last year’s Field Days. 

Abigail, with her Ayshire spring 
calf named Oakley, bagged an un-
challenged Blue Ribbon at the 4-H 
Youth Dairy Show Conformation 
Classes on the first day of Addison 
County Fair and Field Days 2021, 
which was judged by Renee Baker. 

Reen said that her calf’s great-
est strength was her fluid style and 
obedience.

“Her best strength is how well 
she leads with me, because she 
pretty much just follows me around 
like a dog,” Reen said. 

Before she went on to the Spring 
Calf Championship — where 
calves born between March 1-April 
30 compete — Reen said that she 
viewed the contest as a great op-

portunity for Oakley the cow to get 
some show biz experience. 

“This is her first show ever, so 
let’s see how it goes,” Reen said. 

The winner of the Spring Calf 
Championship and the Munger 
Award was Sarah Hill, presenting 
her Holstein Spring Calf named 
Outstanding.

Outstanding’s greatest strengths, 
according to Hill, are her “wideness 
and rib openness.” 

Hill went on to win the Fall Calf 
competition, too (where calves born 
between September and November 
compete), winning the Steve Pope 
Award for Best Fall Calf of Show 
after presenting her cow Tuxedo. 
Asked about how she feels about 
her double victory, Hill said she felt 
“excited.”

“Training them is kind of hard at 
some points,” she added. 

But perhaps the biggest surprise 
was the Winter calf competition, 

RENEE BAKER LOOKS over Oakley, the calf presented by Abigail 
Reen at last year’s Dairy Conformation Classes at Addison County Fair 
and Field Days 2021. This was Oakley’s first time in a competition. 

Independent photos/John Vaaler

SARAH HILL AND her spring 
calf Outstanding won the Mung-
er Award for Best Spring Calf of 
the show in 2021. During the calf 
competitions, Hill went on to also 
win the Steve Pope Award for 
Best Fall Calf. 

BLUE-RIBBON WINNER An-
drew Lester, a 16-year-old at 
Mount Abraham Union High 
School at last year’s Field Days, 
smiles with his spring calf, Tilly. 
Lester was glad that the Confor-
mation Classes were happening 
again after 2020 competitions 
were canceled due to COVID-19. 

Calf competitions at Dairy Conformation 
Classes showcase cows and presenters 

where 10-year-old Renee Plouffe 
won the Plouffe Award, which was 
named after Renee’s own great-
grandmother.

Plouffe was with the calf she 
trained, named Cocoa. Plouffe said 
her biggest challenges when get-
ting Cocoa into model shape were 
“trying to set her up and getting her 

to walk slow.”
MAUHS student Andrew Les-

ter, 16, competed in the Spring Calf 
competition, where he and his cow 
Tilly earned a blue ribbon. Lester 
said he appreciated that the Con-
formation Classes have returned in 
2021 after a two-year absence due 
to Field Days being canceled in 
2020 due to the pandemic. 

“It’s great to get back to showing 
this year,” Lester said. “Everyone’s 
a bit more rusty, but it’s really fun 
to get back here.”
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We’re Kid &
Pet Friendly

Special Pet Menu!

The Last
Carhop 

in Vermont

For an authentic American 
dining experience – 
come by the A&W!

Middlebury’s A&W is
the last one in Vermont!

RT 7 South, Middlebury
802-388-2876

BIG 
BURGER

CLASSIC GRILLED DOGS
Coney Chili 
Cheese Dog

Michigan Dog

ORIGINAL 
BACON
DOUBLE 

CHEESEBURGER
Root Beer Float

Classic

Open 7 days a week, 11:30 am - 8 pm

MENU FAVES
Big Burgers, Classic 

Grilled Dogs, Root Beer 
Floats, Cheddar Cheese 

Curds, Onion Rings, 
Fried Chicken
Shrimp/Clams

Vermont Natural Ag Products, Inc.
297 Lower Foote St., Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-1137 • www.moodoo.com

By HANNAH LAGA ABRAM
Lori Brown may run the Field Days event with the strangest name, 

but she said it’s also one of the more inclusive and family-oriented 
competitions on the program: the gymkhana. 

Gymkhana celebrated its 10th anniversary at Addison County Fair 
and Field Days.

Pronounced “gym-,” as in where you go work out, “-khana,” 
rhymes with “nirvana,” the term hails from 19th century India and 
denotes something along the lines of an assembly where skill-based 
contests are held. 

In the horse world, gymkhanas consist of multiple speed and pre-
cision-oriented events. Each event requires riders to maneuver their 
mounts in a specific pattern around barrels or poles, as fast as pos-
sible. The top six finishes in each age group in each event receive 
points, which are tallied up at the end of the night to determine the 
overall champion and reserve champion. Champions and top finishes 
in each event received small cash prizes.

Brown, from Pittsford, rode in her first gymkhana when she was 
12, and said both of her daughters have grown up in it. 

At the 2021 Field Days gymkhana, her experience showed. 
Emma Brown, 16 last year, and Kassidy Brown, 14 at the time, 

both competed in the “Junior” division (age 11-17). They emerged KASSIDY BROWN RACES her horse, Jet, through a pattern called the 
“Cloverleaf Barrels” in the gymkhana competition at last year’s Field Days.

Photo by Adam Mahady

What in the world is a
‘gymkhana?’

(See Gymkhana, Page 29)
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Continued on next page

FIELD DAYSENTERTAINMENT

AARON AUDET BAND

There are lots of entertaining things to see and do at the 
county fair, but if you want to just sit down and watch profes-
sional entertainers and highly skilled amateurs do their thing, 
Field Days has a lot to offer. 

The 2022 edition of Addison County Fair & Field Days of-
fers visitors a broad range of entertainers that will delight 
both young and old. There will be plenty for fairgoers to laugh 
at and hum along to as they stroll around the grounds. Plus 
there are several acts performing in the evenings that must 
be seen.

This year’s lineup of new and returning acts ranges from 
silly to scintillating, and includes music from karaoke to a 
couple of Addison County’s favorite bands. There will also be 
all sorts of other types of acts including stunt biking, magic 
and the ever-popular racing pigs. Plus, some of the competi-
tions are as much for entertainment as for cheering on the 
competitors.

Just about everywhere you turn there will be some sort of 
entertainment act going on.

Here is what to look for each night at the show tent and 
bandstand, followed by profiles of the performers on stage 
every day throughout the fair.

• Aaron Audet kicks off the week’s entertainment on Tues-
day at 6 p.m. in the Show Tent. He and his band are quite 
popular and there is always a great crowd for their perfor-
mances, which include acoustic guitar and popular covers. 
Aaron tells us that they are very upbeat and play fun music 
to listen to and sing along with.

• The Field Days Opening Parade steps off from near the 
tractor pad at 6 p.m. on Tuesday. This year’s theme is “The 
Place to Bee.” All entrants are asked to assemble 45 minutes 

before the parade start time on the east side of the tractor 
pad on the road to the north of the parking area. There will 
be prizes for the winning entries. Contact Benj Deppman at 

JOLLY ROGER BAND
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(See Entertainment on Page 24)
WHISKEY & WINE

GAINES INSURANCE
AGENCY, INC.

“We Make House Calls.”

Auto  •  Home
Farm  •  Commercial

802- 877-2878
154 Monkton Road, Ferrisburgh
Across from Aubuchon Hardware

www.gainesinsurance.com

Precast/Prestressed Concrete Products
Ready-Mix Concrete
Concrete Pumping

Sand and Stone

  2464 CASE ST.  MIDDLEBURY, VT
802-388-6363         JPCARRARA.COM

QUALITY      INTEGRITY      EXPERIENCE

12’ Tall Precast 
Bunker Wall Panels

Precast/Prestressed 
  Concrete Products

Ready-Mixed Concrete

Concrete Pumping

Sand and Stone

J.P. CARRARA & SONS, INC.

462-2122, Diane Norris at 897-7014 or any Field Days direc-
tor if you plan to participate.

• There will be more live music at the Show Tent at 7 p.m. 
when Whiskey & Wine will take the stage. Steve Audy and 
Lori Towle make up this fun and engaging acoustic duo that 
performs many of your favorite cover songs. Their set lists 
span decades and genres creating a “something for every-
one” entertainment experience. They will perform again on 
Thursday at 7 p.m.

• Head to the Show Tent on Wednesday at 7 p.m. when 
Addison County DJ Amanda Rock will lead the ever-popular 
Karaoke Talent Night. Amada will help get the energy flow-
ing so you all can let your inner performer come out on stage. 
Sign up for a spot in the show beginning at 6:30 p.m. You will 
probably find a few diamonds in the rough among your Ad-
dison County neighbors when it comes to singing. 

• Over at the bandstand on Wednesday at 7:30 p.m., Phil 
Hoyt will do the performing for those who want to sit and 
listen. This Granville, N.Y., singer-songwriter of traditional 
country music has been performing for 20-plus years at 
fairs, carnivals, bars and benefits anywhere they wanted real 



Field Days • Official Program • The Addison Independent • Aug. 4, 2022Page 24

FIELD DAYSENTERTAINMENT

Continued on next page

Continued from page 23

2562 Vt Rt 22A, Bridport, VT 05734
802-758-6888

Good Luck to all Participants!
Glen Cousineau DVM, David Rockwell DVM,

Elizabeth Martens DVM,  Stephanie Bandoski DVM,
Office: Kim Miner, Becky Barnes, Lab: Nikki Normandin

Providing medical and 
surgical services to food 
animals in Addison and 

northern Rutland Counties 
since 1995.

802.388.8303 / pattypruitt.com

OPEN AIR PET REPAIR
Patty Pruitt, DVM

Patty Pruitt, DVM

Dr. Patty Pruitt offers both Eastern & Western veterinary care
in the comfort of your home.

SERVICES INCLUDE:
Preventive Care Exams – Diagnostics – Treatment & Management of Disease  

& Injury – Vaccines – Acupuncture – Chinese Herbal Medicine – 
End-of-Life Care

Dr. Pruitt also practices veterinary medicine
at Bristol Animal Hospital.

BUFFALO BARFIELD

country music. As his business cards says, Phil’s music is so 
down to earth it has grass stains on it

• The Vergennes-based band Toast will shake the Show 
Tent at 8 p.m. on Thursday. Led by Amanda Rock (remem-
ber her from Karaoke Talent Night?) and Eric Bresnick, this 
quartet plays music in the key of ROCK. Their music can go 
in many directions and is sometimes called and “eclectic mix.” 
With more than a decade on stage, this band knows how to 
please an audience.

PITZ QUATTRONE

• The fun CW Bike Stunt Show will perform in the Show 
Tent two or three times a day. They are lots of fun to see and 
very athletic.

• And if you want to see tricks done on grander scale, head 
to the tractor pad on Thursday evening for the FreeStyle Mo-
torCross Show, featuring absolutely ridiculous tricks and 
stunt performed on moving, jumping, air-borne motorcycles. 
These skilled riders will perform three times on Thursday: 
6:30, 7:30 and 8:30 p.m. There is some excitement revving 
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FIELD DAYSENTERTAINMENT

(See Entertainment on Page 26)

PIRATE MAN - DAN

Weekly Mon. - Thurs. Livestock Auctions
Trucking rates available

Specializing in dairy replacement & herd dispersals
Addison County Commission Sales

Sales Manager/Owner: T. G. Wisnowski & Son
802-388-2661, VT Toll Free 800-339-COWS

or 802-989-1507
RT. 125, East Middlebury, VT 05740

www.accscattle.com

“Family owned and operated”

Proudly Serving Addison County 
Farmers for over 6 Decades!

Weekly Mon. - Thurs. Livestock Auctions

Randall N. Ross, VMD

Comprehensive veterinary medical care
at your home for your small animal pets.

Like us on
Celebrating 21 Years

Serving Addison County

802-777-8486
VermontMobileVet.com

up for this show.
• If think you might like to see and listen to a pirate-themed 

musical act, check out Jolly Roger Band on Thursday on 
the Bandstand at 7 p.m. The foursome looks to be a lot of fun 
and they say they only play classic danceable Rock ’n’ Roll.

• Musical entertainment at Field Days wraps up on Sat-
urday night with two great bands. First up at 6 p.m. at the 
Bandstand is the New Haven-based quintet Nickel & Dime. 
Three guitars, some drums and a lovely singer make up the 
band. You may have seen them play at Porkies off Route 7 
or at Basin Harbor earlier this summer. Now’s your chance to 
hear them rock at Field Days!

• And to round out the week there is a really special act: Pitz 
Quattrone will perform his one-man show that is the smile-
creating, gyrating, unique entertainment experience that 

features didgeridoo, voice, percussion, and lots of grooves. 
If you already love the sound of the long, pipe-like instrument 
from Australia that is the didgeridoo, you will want to experi-
ence this guy. If you’re not sure, well, check him out.

At 9:15 on Saturday evening Field Days entertainment draws 
to a close with a classic — the Champlain Valley Equipment 
Closing Fireworks Display, which will be set off east of the 
horse area but viewable throughout the grounds.

APPEARING REGULARLY
In addition to all of the special performances above, the fair 

offers a full slate of daytime entertainment, with some perform-
ers appearing each day, often several times. Here is a look at 
those:

NICKEL & DIME
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Continued from page 25

FIELD DAYSENTERTAINMENT

PEDDLE TRACTOR PULLS

• A popular performer returning this year is Pirate Man 
Dan, who will be offering his “Pirate Adventure Experience” 
twice a day at the Show Tent. Dan Jolley of Groton, an expe-
rienced clown, will offer a fun show for all ages — he says, 
“even teenagers.” The friendly pirate’s act includes balloons, 
magic, unicycling, stilts and bubbles. One reviewer said Pi-
rate Man Dan “put on a great show. Not only did all the kids 
in the room enjoy him, but he had the adults all laughing at 
his jokes.”

• Cairo Northern Clowns are scheduled to walk the 
grounds daily to provide a smile and a laugh when you least 
expect it. 

• Look for Buffalo Barfield’s “Unherd of Entertain-
ment” to tickle your funny bone in the show tent at various 

times. Gregg “Buffalo” Barfield and his wife, Michele, have 
created a unique and entertaining comedy and variety music 
show. The South Carolina-based act’s unique blend of music 
and comedy has been described as “Jeff Foxworthy meets 
Jimmy Buffett.” The show is a blend of Americana, country, 
blues and oldies rock ’n’ roll music with a touch of down home 
“clean” comedy. This one is good for the young kids.

• Tom Joyce, the Magic Man, will appear twice a day at 
the bandstand. Check the schedule to see when he is per-
forming. He’s absolutely fabulous with the kids, but grown-ups 
will enjoy the show, too.

• Rosie’s Racing Pigs will run their hilarious competition 
several times a day near the dairy area. It combines the live-
stock portion of Field Days with the levity of an entertaining 
show.
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By HANNAH LAGA ABRAM
Quiet can be hard to find at 

Field Days, but around the back 
of the cornfields, the “hand mow-
ing” contest draws those who 
appreciate a practice of listening 
and focus. 

“We’re just out here cuttin’ 
grass,” said Tim Williams, a com-
petitor from Lyme, N.H. 

The 2021 hand mowing con-
test at Field Days was only Wil-
liams’s second competition, and 
he felt like he’d improved since 
his first a couple weeks earlier. 

Williams usually uses a scythe 
— the long-han-
dled implement 
with the curved 
blade that has 
been used for 
mowing by hand 
since, suppos-
edly, 5000 BC — 
just once or twice 
a year. But the 
competition is in his system and 
he wants to get more into it.

“You get the rush, even though 
it looks kind of pedestrian,” he 
said of competing at hand mow-
ing.

Competitors, split into classes 
by age and gender — the gender 
division will no longer apply to 
next year’s competition — are 
judged on the width and speed of 
their pass along a 15- or 25-foot-
long swath of specially grown 
mixed grasses and weeds, as well 
as the “evenness of their stubble” 
— how uniform the grass cut is. 

Judd Markowski of Bridport, 
who co-organizes last year’s 
event, commentated on every 
move with a microphone to his 
lips. He first competed at the 
Field Days event when he was 
16, after learning how to hand 
mow while working on a dairy 
farm “up the road.”

He won the junior class that 

year, but hasn’t touched the gold 
since, though he’s competed for 
the past 10 years and organized 
for the past three. He’s sitting out 
this time because of an injured 
shoulder. 

Maybe it’s for the best.
For winning the competition, 

you get “sudden fame — it ruins 
most people,” Markowski said, 
straight-faced. 

But he loves it, especially see-
ing new folks come out. 

“My favorite thing is how 
many people show up for this 
kooky thing, and there’s no 

iPhones out,” he 
said. 

The simplicity 
of scythe tech-
nology is a major 
part of its func-
tion and charm. 

“Every th ing 
has an engine on 
it these days, but 

you can actually hear the blade 
— I love it,” Markowski said. 

Michaela Stickney, Markows-
ki’s co-organizer from Hunting-
ton, feels similarly.

“I love the fluidity, the sound 
of steel cutting blades of grass — 
it’s meditative,” she said. 

Stickney learned how to mow 
13 years ago from Lucien Pa-
quette, the founder of Field Days, 
among others, and has compet-
ed all over the place. She also 
teaches “scythe school” at Brush 
Brook Community Farm in Hun-
tington. 

Stickney is still one of the few 
women in the contest.

Gayle German has been mow-
ing “on and off” for five years 
and came up from Canaan, N.H., 
to compete. 

But she didn’t have any compe-
tition in her age class and gender. 

“It’s a little disappointing…I 
wish more women would do this 

A PARTICIPANT IN last year’s hand mowing competition pulls his 
scythe through a shock of grass on the Field Days property.

Photo by Adam Mahady

Hand mowing contest
connects to history, quiet

in their gardens,” she said. 
“It’s low-key, you meet a lot of 

great people, and it’s keeping the 
old way alive,” German added. 

German is one of several com-
petitors who claim they got into 
hand mowing because of New 
Hampshire-based Don Elder. El-
der started out mowing as a kid, 
and now does it as a hobby. He’s 
been competing at the fair since 
2009 or 2010, he said. 

Now 83, “I think it (mowing) 
helps me out (with my) dancing,” 

Elder said.
A lot of the craft is about angles 

of rotation and keeping the blade 
close to the ground, Markowski 
explained to the crowd. 

Several times, he shouted at 
mowers to “keep breathing.”

There’s magic and meaning in 
the practice. 

“You’re that much closer than 
with a big tractor — it’s quiet, 
you’re closer to the outdoors, and 
people kind of look at you funny, 
which is perfect,” Williams said.

“You get the rush, 
even though it 
looks kind of 
pedestrian.”

— Tim Williams
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By NORA PEACHIN
A gang of four middle-school-

age boys climb the antique trac-
tors sitting next to the Tac-O’ the 
Town truck at Field Days in 2019, 
laughing and discussing tomor-
row’s 4-H competition. It would 
be Avery Carl’s first year partici-
pating.

The friends decide to head over 
to the barn, to check in on Avery’s 
cows. The team hitches a ride on 
the courtesy shuttle. “We’ll need 
a ride after to the ‘Are you a good 
person?’ stand,” Avery let the 
driver know, referring to a tent 

where people talk about religion. 
“I’m supposed to be picking up 
elderly people,” the driver replied 
with a laugh after 
dropping the boys 
at the barn.

“We’ve been 
coming since we 
were babies. We 
hang out every 
year,” Avery’s 
friends explained 
as he tended to 
Rosie and Matt. He scooped hay 
and gave each cow a quick pet be-
fore running off with his buddies.

Avery comes from a long line 
of 4-H competitors. His parents, 
Matt and Lindsey Carl, owners 

Circle C Farm 
in Bridport, each 
had their time to 
shine in the Field 
Days Show Area 
at previous fairs. 
Avery’s younger 
brother, Parker, 
was also due to 
be competing for 

the first time in 2019.
Lindsey praised her sons for 

their hard work in preparation 

for Friday’s event. “A big part 
of 4-H is that (the kids) do the 
work themselves,” she said. “It’s 
important that kids learn a good 
work ethic. There’s nothing better 
than farming to teach kids that.”

Although Parker and Avery are 
doing the dirty work, competi-
tion prep has been an educational 
experience for the whole family. 
Lindsey and Matt have been rais-
ing beef for the past 15 years, but 
their show experience is exclu-
sively in dairy and horse. So, this 
was the family’s first foray into 
beef.

FRIENDS TANNER BURNS, left, Avery Carl, Tucker Wright and Joseph Bergevin climb one of the vintage tractors in front of the tractor pad at 
Field Days in 2019. 

Independent file photo/Nora Peachin

Farmers-to-be learn the value of work

“We’ve been 
coming since we 
were babies. We 
hang out every 
year.”
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from the gymkhana as reserve 
champion and champion, respec-
tively. 

Both started riding horses 
when they were two or three 
years old. 

“Or, if you count in utero…” 
Lori said. 

The Browns love the competi-
tion and train for it year-round, 
but “anyone can do it,” Lori 
said, adding that the event is 
“inclusive of all ages, levels and 
breeds.”

At last year’s Tuesday event, a 
few of the very young “Peewees” 
— those 10 and under — were 
accompanied into the arena by 
an assistant who led their horse 
through the pattern by the reins. 
The youngest competitor was 
just three years old.

“I’ve always been on horses…

since before I could steer,” Kas-
sidy said. 

Kassidy, who started her night 
off strong riding into second 
place in the Cloverleaf Barrels 
with a time of 18 
seconds flat, said 
she’s practiced 
this pattern at 
least once a week 
since practically 
before she can re-
member. 

She still gets an 
adrenaline rush 
every time. 

“The nerves 
and excitement 
hit you right as 
you come out of the gate,” she 
said. She said she noticed a cou-
ple things she could’ve done bet-
ter, but overall felt great about 
her first ride of the night. 

Kassidy was nervous for Pole 
Bending, the second event, be-
cause her horse, Jet, isn’t used to 
the pattern. 

“I don’t know what he’ll do, 
but that’s the fun 
of it,” she said.

Pole Bending 
did prove to be 
a challenge, but 
Kassidy came 
back from not 
placing top six 
in that event by 
placing top three 
in all the rest — 
Double Bowtie, 
Cat’s Cradle and 
Horseshoe Bar-

rels — to claim her first place 
in the junior division. Her sister 
was a close second. 

“They did amazing,” Lori said. 
Though they’re in it for the 

competition, Lori and Kassidy 
both noted how important it is to 
feel connected to their horses.

“I have a really great bond with 
my horse,” Kassidy said. That 
bond, which Lori said is “hard 
to put into words,” is what made 
her want to share horsemanship 
with her daughters. 

Kassidy said she’ll teach her 
kids to ride as well. “I do love 
this…I’ll definitely keep doing 
this,” she said, before running 
into the ring to retrieve a hat a 
previous rider had dropped while 
galloping to the finish.

The sense of family and com-
munity was apparent throughout 
the evening, in the stands and the 
announcer’s booth, as well as in 
the arena.

“Especially this year, it’s just 
being able to get people here, it’s 
about being together,” Lori said. 

(Continued from, Page 21)

Gymkhana

“The 
nerves and 
excitement hit 
you right as 
you come out 
of the gate.”

— Kassidy Brown



Field Days • Official Program • The Addison Independent • Aug. 4, 2022Page 30

By JOHN VAALER
What does a judge in Addison 

County Fair and Field Days Home 
and Garden Department compe-
titions base their assessment of 
crafts, home-grown vegetables and 
art work?

Quality of workmanship, flavor, 
distinctiveness …

Bethany Barry, who was judg-
ing a fish tank filled with little cro-
cheted fish in the Frances Monroe 
Building at the New Haven fair-
grounds in 2021, was especially 
pleased with the creativity of the 
project. 

The submission reminded her of 
the value of “(seeing) that people 
have the ingenuity, actually the en-
gineering skills.

“I’ve been working at Field 
Days for quite a while,” Barry 
added. “I’ve never seen anything 
like this.”

The scores of competitions at 
Field Days keep Addison Country 
residents personally involved in 
the fair, giving average citizens a 
chance to exercise their creativity 
and potentially win bragging rights 
among friends and neighbors.

 “As a board, (we want) to keep 
this a very family friendly, positive 
experience,” said Megan Sutton, 
the director of Home and Garden 
Department competitions, which 
centered around all sorts of food, 
drawing, crocheting and horticul-
ture. 

Sutton noted that the volunteer 
judges she picks are qualified.

“We have a gardener who comes 
in and judges the vegetables,” she 
said. “We have people from the 
garden club who judge the flowers 
and plants. We have a professional 
weaver coming to judge the weav-
ing.”

Although she’s been working 
at the Home and Garden Depart-
ment and as a fair board member 
for more than half a decade, Sut-
ton’s roots at Field Days go back 
decades. 

“I showed here as a kid,” she 

reminisced. “When I was young, 
we lived right down the road. We 
could walk here or ride our horse if 
I wanted to be in the horse show.”
QUICK BREAD JUDGMENT

“Flavor is most important to 
me,” Leicester resident Kathy Sar-
gent said. 

Sargent and other judges as-
sessed the merits of several types 
of baked goods including muffins 
and quick breads.

At the quick bread segment, 
the judges tasted a sweeter quick 
bread, then an eggy low-carb 
bread, and finally a kiwi flavored 
version of the snack that earned 
special praise. The other members 
of Sargent’s team were judges Gra-
ham Sutton, Marci Hays and Mar-
ci’s 14-year-old daughter, Abigail. 

Although flavor is the most im-
portant quality for baked goods, 
according to Sargent, aftertaste is 
essential, too.

“The aftertaste, and that some-
one didn’t bake it a long time 
ahead,” Sargent said about other 
cornerstones of good baking sub-
missions. “Because sometimes 
when people enter a lot, time man-
agement is difficult. We want to 
make sure the quick bread has not 
gone bad.”

After a sweet but unremarkable 
quick bread, the judges tasted a 
low-carb, yellow loaf. 

None of the judges were very 
happy with this bread. Goshen res-
ident Marci Hays, wincing a little, 
explained her issues with the low-
carb quick bread.

“It wasn’t what I was expect-
ing,” she said. “It wasn’t as sweet 
— or moist. It didn’t also have a 
flavor.”

But although judging at Field 
Days means she occasionally 
tastes inadequate breads, Hays said 
she still loves her role. Exploring 
the different recipes from the vari-
ous contestants is her favorite part 
of the gig.

Being a baked goods judge isn’t 
very difficult for Abigail Hays. In 

her spare time, the teenager makes 
floury treats herself. “I don’t (bake) 
as much as I like to, but I do it when 
I can,” Abigail said. 

As the committee began slicing 
up a kiwi quick bread, Graham Sut-
ton talked about how his previous 
experiences have made him a valu-
able quick bread judge. 

“I don’t have a whole lot of back-
ground in baking,” Sutton admitted. 
“But (I am) definitely a food enthu-
siast, which qualifies me. So, I have 
a definite background in food.”

The part of the competition he 
enjoyed most is getting to witness 
firsthand the creativity of Addi-
son County’s bakers. “Just seeing 
people being able to express them-
selves through food,” Sutton said. 

On the kiwi bread, Sutton was 
impressed with its quirkiness.  

“I thought it was a little outside 
of the box,” he said.
CROCHETING

At the crocheting competition, 
judges Bethany Barry of Cornwall 
and Kat Cyr of Ferrisburgh took a 

shine to an aquarium complete with 
crocheted fish. Shoreham resident 
Nicolee Terre’s creation won a 
blue-and-gold ribbon and a perfect 
score, earning full marks in overall 
appearance, design, workmanship 
and creativity.

The fish tank included crocheted 
flora and fauna such as seaweed, 
stingrays, seahorses, marlins and 
coral. “It must have taken months, 
at least,” noted Cyr. 

“Just because they’re so small, 
so intricate, stuffing it (is a chal-
lenge),” she said. “It took some 
yard and some pieces. A lot of care-
ful hand-stitching and details.”

Fairy garden judge January Stea-
rns said a mix of honesty and tact 
are important qualities for a garden-
ing judge.

“You want to encourage people 
to come back,” she said. “But you 
have to be diplomatic about it. You 
can’t give someone who spent no 
time (working on their product) a 
blue ribbon. It shouldn’t be in poor 
condition.”

Judging competitions takes skill and tact

CROCHETING JUDGE KAT Cyr is extremely impressed with the 
crochet-aquarium made by Shoreham resident Nicolee Terre in the 
2021 Home and Garden competitions. “Just because they’re so small, 
so intricate, stuffing it (is a challenge),” Cyr said. “It took some yard 
and some pieces. A lot of careful hand-stitching and details.”

Independent file photo/John Vaaler
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MIDDLEBURY AGWAY FARM & GARDEN
338 Exchange St., Middlebury, VT • 388-4937

Mon. - Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4 

 YOUR YARD, GARDEN and PET PLACE™ www.MiddleburyAgway.com

Open 7 days

                   30% OFF30% OFF
Shorts & Graphic Shorts & Graphic 

Tees  Men & WomenTees  Men & Women

Super Sale Super Sale 
on all Summer Carhartton all Summer Carhartt

In-stock items only. While supplies last. In-stock items only. While supplies last. 
Sale ends 8/21/22* Sale ends 8/21/22* 

30-40% OFF30-40% OFF
Select Select CARHARTTSCARHARTTS for  for 
Kids, Infants & ToddlersKids, Infants & Toddlers

New Fall
Styles Arriving Daily

SELF-SERVESELF-SERVE
Dog WashDog Wash

OPEN EVERY DAYOPEN EVERY DAY

Your

Headquarters

                   30% OFF30% OFF
All GlazedAll Glazed

Patio PotteryPatio Pottery
 while supplies last

Diamond Dog FoodDiamond Dog Food

$6 OFF $6 OFF 40 lbs Dry Food

A great selection of Jackets, A great selection of Jackets, 
Shirts, Pants, Coats, Bibs & more Shirts, Pants, Coats, Bibs & more 

for Men, Women & Kidsfor Men, Women & Kids

**

**

MUMSMUMS
are here!are here!

Equine Plates Equine Plates 
Engraved While You WaitEngraved While You Wait

Bridle, Halter, Saddle and Stable/Stall plates

Diamond Dog & Cat FoodDiamond Dog & Cat Food

$4 OFF $4 OFF 18-20lb Wholesomes RewardsWholesomes Rewards
BiscuitsBiscuits

$22.99$22.99
Reg. $37.99

Birdfeeders including Birdfeeders including 
Hummingbird feedersHummingbird feeders

20% OFF20% OFF
SelectSelect
BirdseedBirdseed

20% OFF20% OFF
DiamondDiamond

Dog & Cat FoodDog & Cat Food

$2 OFF$2 OFF
6lb

20lb box



We’ll be at the fair! Swing by our booth if you’ll be there too!

Thank you Addison County  for your continued support 
And for making us your preferred  solar and heat pump installation team.

802 . 453 . 2500
BristolElectronicsVT.com

Left to Right: Dave Cobb, Chris Blanchard, Stephen Cobb,
Shea Cravens, Kate Heffernan and Dino Guarnaccia.

When you’re ready for solar or heat pump
installation we are here for you!

In 1972, Dave Cobb started Bristol Electronics as a Main Street 
storefront. Today, Bristol Electronics is a four generation 

installation business celebrating 50 years!
storefront. Today, Bristol Electronics is a four generation 

installation business celebrating 50 years!

50th
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50th
Anniversary
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