
ADDISON  COUNTY

INDEPENDENT
Vol. 76   No. 27                                                               Middlebury, Vermont        Thursday, July 7, 2022        56 Pages                                                           $1.50       

(See By the way, Page 14A)

Index
Obituaries ........................6A-7A
Classifieds .......................8B-9B
Service Directory ............6B-7B
Entertainment ..... Arts + Leisure
Community Calendar ............4B
Arts Calendar ..... Arts + Leisure
Sports ..............................1B-3B

Answer time
‘But Why’ podcast duo will make 
a live appearance on July 10 at 
the THT. See Arts + Leisure.

By the wayBy the way

Toilet titans
A new team plunged to a win in 
Bristol Outhouse Race’s return to 
downtown glory. See Page 1B.

Seniors
Conversations are opening up 
about Alzheimer’s. See Senior 
Lifestyles tucked in Section C.

Defense atty. eyes 
prosecutor’s job

$367 million lottery ticket 
sold at Middlebury retailer

Addison teen heading 
west to national rodeo 

Vekos vies for state’s attorney post

Lea Krause to compete in Wyoming 

Indian women athletes empowered at Middlebury camp
Field hockey provides life-changing trip

New child 
care center 
in the works

College sees 
progress in its 
Energy2028 
climate fight 

Midd. church nets 
$560K for startup

(See Vekos, Page 14A)

(See Winner, Page 10A)

(See Rodeo, Page 18A)

(See College, Page 11A)

(See Child care, Page 17A)

By KATIE FUTTERMAN
ADDISON — After she set the 

best time for her team in her first 
run of the barrel racing event at 
the National High School Rodeo 
competition in Lincoln, Neb., last 
year, then-15-year-old Lea Krause 
of Addison hit the third barrel in her 
second run, which adds 5 seconds 
to the racer’s time. That, she said, 
is basically a disqualification. 

“It was like tears immediately. 
I was so upset,” Krause recalled 
recently. “I can still picture it. I still 
see it. I just wish I could go back.” 

Fortunately, Krause, now 16 and 

a rising junior at Vergennes Union 
High School, is getting ready to 
head to Gillette, Wyo., next week 
to compete in this year’s national 
competition.

After another year of training on 
her horse Corona, a thoroughbred 
paint horse, Krause is ready to take 
a big step forward at nationals.

Still, she had a hard time 
recovering from the miscue at last 
year’s big show, especially with the 
guilt she felt for bringing her whole 
family all the way to Nebraska, and 
all of the money that had gone into 

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Aided by 

$560,000 in donated seed money, 
the Congregational Church of 
Middlebury (MiddUCC) has 
agreed to establish, and host, 
an independent, nonprofit child 
care center providing slots for 24 
children ages six weeks to three 
years old.

MiddUCC is working to open 
the new center before year’s end, 
but organizers stressed they still 
have much work to do — including 
making physical upgrades to the 
targeted child care space within the 
church. So expectant and current 
parents shouldn’t try to reserve a 
slot right now; there’s not even a 
waiting list at this point.

MiddUCC parishioners endorsed 
the new child care initiative on 
June 19, which was a deadline the 

By KATIE 
FUTTERMAN

MIDDLEBURY 
— Henrita Toppo’s 
home in eastern 
India is more than 
7,500 miles and a 
world away from 
Middlebury, Vt. 

“In my village, 
girls are not allowed 
to go out after 5 
p.m. because it 
becomes dark, and 
girls don’t have the 
freedom to roam 
where they want,” 
she said, through 
an interpreter, after 
arriving here late 
last month. “Also, 
I can’t go out and 
travel. If I do, the boys harass me 
on the streets.”

Toppo is one of five young 
women who came to Middlebury 
from Jharkhand, India, June 22, 

on a three-week trip 
to learn English, 
public speaking 
and self defense at 
Middlebury College. 
Pivotally, they also 
are playing a lot of 
field hockey while 
they are here.

The young 
women, who range 
in age from 16 to 19, 
were selected as the 
five best field hockey 
players from two 
field hockey camps 
that Middlebury 
College field hockey 
coach Katharine 
DeLorenzo led in 
2018 and 2020 in 
the city of Ranchi. 

That’s the capital city of Jharkhand, 
a state in eastern India with a 
population of almost 33 million 
people.

PLAYERS PURNIMA NETI, left, Priyanka Kumari, Pundi Saru, Juhi Kumari and Henrita Toppo and 
translator Subhashni Kant hold up their fists in solidarity during a recent practice. The young women 
from East India are in Middlebury to learn field hockey skills while also broadening their horizons.

Independent photo/Steve James (See Field hockey, Page 10A)

“It’s kind of 
impossible to 
describe how 
amazing it was to 
hear these young 
women shout ‘girl 
power.’ They’re 
not meant to talk, 
they’re not meant 
to feel powerful. 
That’s not really 
allowed for them 
… That concept 
of women’s 
empowerment is 
pretty foreign.” 

— Anna Kenyon

By SAM LIPIN
MIDDLEBURY — Someone 

who visited the Short Stop gas 
station on Middlebury’s Court 
Street last week suddenly became 
a millionaire — a hundred-
millionaire, in fact.

For the first time in Vermont 
history, the winning Powerball 
jackpot ticket was sold at a Vermont 
retailer, Vermont Lottery officials 
announced on Thursday, June 30. 

And the winning ticket was sold 

right here in Middlebury at the 
Short Stop, part of the Jolley chain 
of gas stations.

The owner of the lucky ticket, 
who as of early this week had not 
stepped forward to claim it, won a 
payout worth $366.7 million spread 
out over 30 years, which instead 
could be taken as an immediate 
cash payout of $208.5 million.

“Isn’t that awesome?” said 
Wendy Knight, the commissioner 

By JOHN FLOWERS
M I D D L E B U R Y 

— Eva Vekos has 
spent much of her 
20-year legal career 
defending people — 
particularly juveniles 
— in courthouses in 
Massachusetts, New 
York City and Vermont.

She now wants to flip 
the script and take on 
the role of prosecutor, specifically 
as Addison County’s new state’s 
attorney.

Vekos, a 52-year-old lawyer 
affiliated with Middlebury-based 
Marsh & Wagner P.C., will face 
fellow Democrat Tim Lueders-
Dumont in an Aug. 9 primary. 
The winner will go on to the Nov. 

8 General Election 
and face independent 
candidate Peter Bevere, 
Addison County’ 
deputy state’s attorney.

Keen interest in the 
county’s top prosecutor 
job is being fueled by 
the fact that it’s an open 
seat. Former Addison 
County State’s Attorney 
Dennis Wygmans, a 

Democrat, left the post in May to 
become one of two Traffic Safety 
Resource Prosecutors in the state. 
Gov. Phil Scott recently decided to 
name Bevere acting state’s attorney 
until the upcoming election, a 
move that has angered members 
of the Addison County Democratic 

EVA  VEKOS

By MARIN HOWELL 
MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 

College says it is making progress 
toward reaching goals for 
addressing climate change laid out 
in its Energy2028 initiative, but 
still has work to do, according to 
some. 

The 10-year plan was formally 
announced in 2019, outlining 
climate goals for the institution to 
meet in the areas of clean energy 
use and incorporating the climate 
fight into the college’s educational 
mission.  

Early last month Middlebury 
released an update that details 
steps taken to meet Energy2028’s 
four goals: 

• Use 100% renewable energy by 
2028. 

• Reduce energy consumption on 
Middlebury College’s core campus 

If you have some time and 
talent to spare, consider joining 
the board of WomenSafe, 
an organization that works 
to eliminate domestic and 
sexual violence in Addison 
County. The board typically 
meets one evening per month 
in Middlebury and uses a 

Happy Fourth!
Downtown Bristol has been 

a somewhat lonely place on 
the past two Independence 
Days as the pandemic forced 
the suspension of the annual 
Fourth of July parade. But this 
past Monday the big parade 
returned to Bristol with guys 
on tractors, bagpipers, folks 
from the Zeno Mountain Farm 
Community in a boat and 
beach-themed float and lots 
of fire trucks. It was a picture-
perfect day. See more photos 
on Page 13A.

Independent photos/Steve James 
and John S. McCright
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By SHAYIQ SHAH
MIDDLEBURY — Vermont Agency 

of Transportation officials got a lot of 
pushback when they presented an Airport 
Master Plan Update for the 
Middlebury State Airport at a 
public information meeting at 
the town offices on June 30. 

Concerned Middlebury 
citizens, neighbors of the 
airport near East Middlebury 
and environmentalists all raised 
concerns about the plan, which 
VTrans officials said was 
created to meet a bureaucratic 
requirement while others 
believed it was a precursor to 
an expansion.

 “This Master Plan Update is required to 
comply with FAA guidelines that require 
MPU’s to be done once every cycle of 10-

15 years,” VTrans project manager Shaun 
Corbett told the people at the meeting.

Corbett also introduced Paul McDonald, 
who was leading a team of consultants 

with the company CHA, which 
was hired to evaluate whether 
changes are needed at the 
Middlebury airport.

This was the first of two public 
meetings; the second hasn’t been 
scheduled. CHA and VTrans 
presented their proposed plan 
for the airport with the aim of 
collecting feedback from airport 
users, neighbors and anyone else  
concerned about the functioning 
of the airport. 

The master plan, among other things, 
proposes building more hangers on the 
airport property. 

They explained that this master plan 

was based on the assumption of increased 
airport activity and operations in the 
coming years. Their evaluation of 30 
“based aircraft” at the airport 
did not go uncontested during 
the meeting, however. 

 “The master plan seems a 
little light on data, considering 
it has been a year since it was 
started,” said state Sen. Ruth 
Hardy, D-Middleury, who lives 
in East Middlebury, said at the 
meeting.

McDonald admitted the 
data available to the agency 
is limited and explained 
that since Middlebury State 
Airport is a “General Aviation 
Airport,” it’s a “non-towered 
airport.” Therefore, it is standard operating 
procedure that  no public logs or incoming 

traffic records are maintained. 
“Forecasting and predicting future 

airport activity is similar to buying stocks,” 
McDonald said — a comment 
that was not taken favorably 
by some attendees. However, 
McDonald reassured everyone 
at the meeting the number of 
aircraft based at the airport 
would not change the plan 
drastically.

Multiple residents of East 
Middlebury and environs 
voiced their apprehensions and 
anxieties about potential further 
expansion of the airport. Their 
fear is driven by the 700-foot 
extension of the runway back in 
2016, which Corbett admitted 

“has allowed and maybe even attracted 
bigger aircraft (classification A2 and B2) 

to land at the airport.” 
Even though bigger aircraft have been 

landing at the airport since its expansion, 
McDonald confirmed that a data analysis 
has concluded the number of bigger aircraft 
operations is not sufficient to meet the 
bureaucratic definition of “critical aircraft.” 
Runways need to be designed to the needs 
of these “critical aircraft,” he said.

“Under our recommendation, we are 
maintaining the status of Middlebury 
Airport as an A1 and B1 (smaller aircrafts) 
designated airport. We are not suggesting 
any further expansion of the airfield or 
the runway at this moment,” McDonald 
assured the residents.

However, what this master plan does 
outline is the proposed permitting of new 
hangars that could be built at the spots 
marked by the plan by any private party if 

Middlebury airport’s master plan update sparking opposition

“We are not 
suggesting 
any further 
expansion of 
the airfield or 
the runway at 
this moment.” 

— consultant
Paul McDonald

“An aircraft 
might be an 
investment, 
but a house is 
an invaluable 
entity and 
much more 
than a mere 
investment.”

— airport 
neighbor

(See Airport, Page 3A)

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — Owners of 

Vergennes residential, commercial 
and rental properties will see overall 
property tax rates that have dropped 
about seven cents when they receive 
their bills in the near future. 

One component of the overall 
rate stayed the same. Vergennes 
City Council on June 28 adopted a 
Fiscal Year 2023 budget that calls 
for a level rate of 91 cents per $100 
of assessed property value to fund 
city services.

On the same day the Vermont 
Department of Taxes sent out 
emails to towns and cities that 
pegged FY23 homestead and 
non-residential school tax rates for 
Vergennes that decreased by 7.39 
and 7.02 cents, respectively.

All that remains to be calculated 
is the city’s “local rate,” which 
covers property-tax exemptions 
for voter-approved nonprofits and 
disabled veterans. In FY22 that 
rate added 0.59 cents to the overall 
Vergennes rate. 

City Treasurer Angela Bolduc 
said that rate would be figured by 
late this week or early next before 
bills were mailed out. Bolduc 
expected the FY23 number would 
be close to or a slightly more than 
the FY22 amount.

As things stood as of this 
Wednesday, Vergennes homeowners 
were looking at a total new tax rate 
of about $2.664, assuming that 
tiny local portion remains stable. 
The total figure would thus include 
about 91.59 cents in municipal taxes 
and the new homestead school rate 
of $1.7481.

That means the overall homestead 
rate should be about 7.2 cents less 
than the FY22 homestead rate of 
$2.7379.

That decrease translates to about 
$72 less in taxes per $100,000 
of assessed value, assuming the 
owners pay on their properties’ 
value. At least two-thirds of 
Vermont homeowners pay property 
taxes based on their incomes, and 
for them the effect of the change 
will vary.

For homeowners this marks 
the second straight year of lower 
property taxes in Vergennes. The 
overall rate in 2021 dropped by 2.38 
cents.

But in 2021 the city’s non-

Vergennes
tax rates
decrease

(See Vergennes, Page 8A)

Big bang boom
WEATHER CONDITIONS COULDN’T have been better for the long July 4 weekend, with 

Mother Nature providing a perfect canvass for eye popping presentations of pyrotechnics in 
both Bristol and Salisbury on Sunday night, July 3. Hundreds of spectators enjoyed the fiery 
colors that danced through the sky, though some of our four-legged friends could have done 
without the thunderous explosions. Photos courtesy of Steve James and Kate Gridley
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the plan were to be FAA approved. 
Pilots like Ted Bloomhardt 

welcomed the idea of more 
hangars. 

“The demand and desire for 
more hangers is clear,” he said. “I 
have been wanting to get a hangar 
for myself for a long time now.”

Bill Hanf, owner and president 
of Green Mountain Avionics, also 
supported the permitting of more 
aircraft hangers. His company 
installs and repairs high-quality 
avionics systems.

“We are currently facilities-
limited here at the airport. There 
is always a constant shortage of 
hangars,” Hanf said. “We can only 
expand our business and take more 
clients, if we have more hangars to 
work in.”

Hanf made the point that aircraft 
are investments and must be looked 

after. In response to that, one 
airport neighbor commented, “An 
aircraft might be an investment, 
but a house is an invaluable entity 
and much more than a mere 
investment.” 

The proposed new hangars, on 
the northern side of the airfi eld,  
would be directly behind people’s 
houses and their backyards, which 
some residents fear would disrupt 
their everyday lives.

A resident at the meeting 
acknowledged that Hanf is right in 
saying that none of these proposed 
improvements would happen 
outside the airport boundaries. but 
pointed out that whatever happens 
within the boundaries of the airport 
has great consequences for the 
neighboring community.

That same opinion was shared 
by a group of environmentalists 
that brought forward the concerns 

of having an airport located on 
the town’s aquifer. The use of 
pesticides on the airport fences has 
potential to contaminate the town’s 
water supply, they noted. 

McDonald respoonded that 
“The environmental concerns are 
not part of the master plan at this 
stage,”  which precipitated some 
heated exchanges.

While the meeting produced 
many points of contention, there 
seemed to be ample support for  
the installation of GPS instrument 
approach technology and a terminal 
building where pilots could use the 
restroom, check weather data, and 
chalk out fl ight plans. 

“Having such a basic terminal 
building that is welcoming, clean, 
and functioning, is a minimal 
standard for any airport,” Hanf 
said.

Airport
(Continued from Page 2A)

By MARIN HOWELL 
STARKSBORO — Starksboro’s 

effort to retain control over the 
future of Robinson Elementary 
School is set to culminate on Aug. 
9, when voters in the other towns 
of the Mount Abraham Unifi ed 
School District (MAUSD) will vote 
on whether to ratify Starksboro’s 
vote to withdraw from the district. 

Those three towns are 
Bristol, Monkton and 
New Haven, now that 
Lincoln has withdrawn 
from the MAUSD. 

Starksboro residents 
voted to leave the district 
on May 10, a move 
Starksboro Save Our 
Schools group member 
Nancy Cornell said 
was aimed at ensuring 
Starksboro residents 
had the fi nal say on their school’s 
future. 

“It’s really about preserving 
our town’s right to vote on school 
closure,” Cornell said of the 
withdrawal effort. 

The Starksboro selectboard 
could end the town’s withdrawal 
effort if it believes the committee 
exploring a possible merger 
between the MAUSD and the 
Addison Northwest School District 
(ANWSD) guaranteed the town 
would have control over school 
closure in a proposed merger 
structure. 

The MAUSD/ANWSD Merger 
Study Committee fi nalized articles 
of agreement on June 28, and they 
included an article outlining the 
process of closing a school in the 
merged district. 

The document’s Article 14B 
states that for the fi rst four years 

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — A group of 

North Pleasant Street residents is 
urging the town and Middlebury 
College to crack down on the 
landlord and student tenants of a 
property in their midst that hosted 
several large parties this past spring. 

Those bashes generated noise, 
underage drinking, public urination, 
vandalism, trespassing and other 
impacts to their quality of 
life.

In correspondence with 
town and college offi cials, 
neighbors of 53 North 
Pleasant St. likened it 
to a latter-day “Animal 
House” of National 
Lampoon fi lm fame, with 
the tenants hosting several 
crowded, boisterous 
parties between February 
and the end of May.

“It is more akin 
to an off-campus residence 
hall — without any institutional 
supervision,” neighbors Kevin and 
Royce McGrath wrote in a late-
June letter to Susan Ritter, special 
assistant to Middlebury College 
President Laurie Patton.

The McGraths pointed to a barn 
on the property that they and fellow 
neighbor John Tenny alleged serves 
as an “activity hub” — complete 
with lighting, bar equipment and 
other drinking amenities.

“The unregulated dispensing 
and consumption of alcohol 

attracts hundreds of students 
from all parts of town — with no 
regard to underage drinking,” the 
McGraths alleged in their letter 
to Ritter. “They stream in by the 
dozen. They leave in hoards — 
vandalizing landscape, damaging 
driveway, screaming, urinating at 
will and trespass private property. 
When confronted, students scoff. 
On multiple occasions, drunken 

revelers loitered on our 
front porch — fl aunting 
their disdain.”

Tenny, a former 
longtime Middlebury 
selectman and an abutter 
of the offending property, 
said the most invasive of 
the parties began in April, 
and culminating with the 
topper — a major blowout 
to celebrate the success of 
the Middlebury College 
women’s lacrosse team.

Things have mellowed since the 
college wrapped up for the summer, 
but North Pleasant Street neighbors 
are using the current respite to make 
some noise of their own — fi rst at 
a June 14 Middlebury selectboard 
meeting, and in correspondence to 
town and college offi cials. They’ve 
been seeking potential relief through 
town ordinances, multiple college 
channels, the state fi re marshal, and 
of course the landlord — Richard 
Tinsley of Massachusetts, who has 
also established rental housing at 
the former Sunshine Child Care 

Center at 51 Washington St.
The Independent reached Tinsley 

by phone on Tuesday, but he 
declined comment for this story.

Tenny said he had a phone 
conversation with Tinsley this 
spring to discuss tenant behavior. 
But Tenny claimed Tinsley 
seemed more focused on detailing 
improvements he had made to 
his rental property while not 
acknowledging the impact his 
tenants’ behavior was having on 
neighbors and others’ property 
values.

Appeals to the college have not 
had the desired effect, according to 
Tenny.

“Middlebury College has a 
responsibility to the community to 
control the activities of its students 
housed off campus, a responsibility 
which is not currently being met,” 
Tenny wrote in his letter to Patton. 
“If this activity was going on next to 
3 South Street (Patton’s home), I am 
sure swift action to correct it would 
be taken. That action is required 
now.”

Each year, the college allows a 
small number of students to live 
off campus; students apply for 
that right and are selected through 
a lottery. Those who make the cut 
are required to provide, and update 
as necessary, their new off-campus 
address, a copy of their lease, and 
landlord contact information. They 
receive a fee reduction for not using 

Neighbors seek relief from student parties

(See Parties, Page 8A)

MAUSD vote on Starksboro set
Balloting on exit 
to be held Aug. 9

of the new district’s operation, an 
elementary school cannot be closed 
without the voter approval from 
the towns “whose resident students 
attend that school.” After those 
four years, an elementary school in 
the merged district could be closed 
with the approval of two-thirds 
of a quorum of the new district’s 
board of directors and two-thirds 
of voters in the new district.

Starksboro Save Our Schools 
member Susan Klaiber said this 
condition did not offer Starksboro 

residents the promise 
of town control they 
needed. 

“The condition is not 
separated by town. We 
believe that (condition) 
would still take away 
Starksboro’s right to 
vote,” she said. 

If Starksboro’s vote is 
not ratifi ed on August 9, 
the town’s withdrawal 
efforts will offi cially end. 

However, the town’s next steps are 
less clear if their withdrawal vote 
is ratifi ed. 

Cornell said many of Starksboro’s 
initial steps following an affi rmative 
vote will depend on decisions 
made by the Vermont State Board 
of Education (SBE) regarding 
regional school governance. The 
SBE is set to review the merger 
study committee’s report on July 
20, and the SBE at its September 
meeting might consider adjusting 
supervisory union boundaries.

This could mean recommending 
the creation of a supervisory 
union with the school districts 
of MAUSD, ANWSD, Ripton, 
Lincoln and potentially Starksboro. 
An alternative supervisory union 
could be formed by Lincoln, Ripton 
and Starksboro, though Starksboro 
won’t know which supervisory 
union to plan on joining until after 

a decision regarding supervisory 
union boundaries is made. 

Starksboro’s selectboard 
could also vote to terminate the 
withdrawal process altogether if 
the merger vote fails in November 
and Starksboro’s right to vote on 
school closure remains guaranteed 
under the MAUSD articles of 
agreement. 

Cornell said she wants Bristol, 
New Haven and Monkton residents 
to know that this vote is about more 
than just Starksboro, as preserving 
a town’s right to vote on closure of 
community schools was outlined in 
the founding document residents of 
MAUSD voted on when the district 
formed in 2018.  

“The right that individual 
town have to vote on school 
closure was on the ballot. We 
knew and everyone knew that 
right is very important,” Cornell 
said. “Maintaining that right 
for Starksboro would hopefully 
encourage and help other towns to 
preserve that right.” 

The ratifi cation vote will be 
warned and operated by MAUSD, 
though Klaiber said Save Our 
Schools members are hoping to 
collaborate with the district on 
hosting an informational meeting 
prior to the vote. 

Klaiber said regardless of how 
MAUSD residents vote on August 
9, she hopes a large number of 
voters head to the polls. 

“Whichever way the vote goes, 
it’ll be important to have a large 
turnout,” she said. 

MAUSD board members 
approved the ballot and warning 
for the ratifi cation vote at special 
meeting on June 5. Voting can 
now begin anytime, and residents 
of Bristol, Monkton and New 
Haven can check in with their 
town clerks to fi nd out more about 
early voting.  

“It’s really 
about 
preserving 
our town’s 
right to vote 
on school 
closure.”

— Nancy 
Cornell

“(Police) 
have been 
greeted 
with all 
kinds of 
cursing and 
shouting.” 

— John 
Tenny



PAGE 4A — Addison Independent, Thursday, July 7, 2022

Editorials
ADDISON  INDEPENDENT

Letters
to the Editor

Abortion not
the only option

Sadly, our daughters must worry

Website reboot almost broke me

Christians opposed to Court’s 
ruling in Dobbs, explain why

(See Fay letter, Page 5A)(See Jessie, Page 5A)

(See Ways of Seeing, Page 5A)
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Apparently, the women holding 
the “choice” signs don’t realize 
they do have choices.

First choice would be to prevent 
a pregnancy. There are several 
methods, just check with your 
doctor. Abortion is still available, 
although a sad method of birth 
control.

Karlene Callahan
Middlebury

Kimbell touted 
for lt. governor

The Vermont primary season is 
under way, and it’s shaping up to 
be a doozy. Campaign lawn signs, 
including mine, are popping up 
everywhere, as early and mail-in 
voting are already up and running.

On my lawn, I am putting up 
signs for my House colleague, 
Rep. Charlie Kimbell of 
Woodstock, running in the 
Democratic primary for 
Lieutenant Governor. I have come 
to rely on Charlie as a wealth of 
knowledge and experience about 
economic development, the role of 
government in the private sector 
and workforce issues.

Charlie Kimbell and I were 
elected to the Vermont House in 
2016, he from Woodstock, and 
we immediately found much 
in common. Like me, Charlie 
grew up in Vermont, graduated 
from a Vermont public high 
school (where we both fell for 
our future wives) in 1982, stayed 
close to home for college and 
went on to raise three kids in our 
communities, all now adults.

I found kinship in Charlie’s 
pragmatic and common-sense 
approach to issues facing Vermont. 
And I found his experience living 
and working throughout Vermont 
invaluable as he led our Rural 
Economic Development caucus 
in the House, and informally as 
we bounced policy ideas back and 
forth after hours.

Charlie Kimbell is a lifelong 
Vermonter who has had one foot 
fi rmly planted in small business 
and one foot in a lifetime of public 
service. He understands both 
worlds, but, more importantly, 
understands how those worlds 
are linked and how each relies 
on the other. He has worked 
across the private sector while 
devoting his free time to serving 
his community and the state, 
frequently bringing his private 
sector knowledge to his work on 
the committees and commissions 
he has served.

Charlie has become a sought-
after voice of reason in the 
Vermont Legislature as it works to 
support all Vermonters, including 
our small businesses and their 
employees. He understands that 
government and business must 
be partners, with each supporting 
the other for the state to succeed, 
especially on crucial issues like 
childcare and affordable housing.

Charlie understands that 
Vermont is a state of different 
local economies, from Burlington 
to Brownsville, and he has been 
a strong voice in the Legislature 
for Vermont’s rural economy, 
knowing that it benefi ts all 
Vermonters when the state is 
successful from border to border. 
Charlie has made it a point to 
deeply understand the needs of 
rural Vermont — what it needs 
from government and what 
government can do to bolster 
rural communities. As Lieutenant 
Governor, Charlie isn’t looking 
for a steppingstone. He is looking 
for a platform to bring the best 
of the private sector and the best 
of government together to solve 
problems.

Peter Conlon
Cornwall

Peter Conlon is the state 
representative for Cornwall, 
Goshen, Hancock, Leicester, 
Ripton and Salisbury

Harlin a voice 
for small towns

It’s another Vermont summer, 
when life gets busy and folks are 
distracted by the abundance of 
outdoor events around them. It’s 
easy to forget that in the midst of 

By Cheryl
Mitchell

Ways of
Seeing

Around
the

bend
By Jessie Raymond

I’ve come a long way in the past two weeks.
In late June, I decided to revamp my very old, 

very basic website, on which I kept a selection of 
past columns. It was a good resource for people who 
liked reading about my daily life, if only to reassure 
themselves that they weren’t the most boring people 
in Addison County. But I never 
updated it and didn’t remember 
how to even access it.

According to the commercials 
for the platform I was already 
using, I could create an elegant new 
site almost instantly with just a few 
clicks. Ha. It took me 45 minutes 
just to fi nd my old username.

Once I got access to the site-
editing area, I spent hours repeating 
the same process: scan the screen 
for clues, try to make changes, then sigh and wail, 
“Why doesn’t this work?!” The dog gave up on going 
for walks. Laundry piled up. Mark came and went, I 
think, or maybe he left for the week. I was distracted.

I wanted to add a newsletter feature that would 
update readers by email when I posted a column each 
week. Like everything else related to the site, this was 
marketed as a free feature but wasn’t. Without paying 
an annual fee, I could only send three emails a month 
and only to fi ve people. Not to sound full of myself, 
but I was aiming for a slightly more robust subscriber 
base.

After paying for that and every other “free” feature, 
I stayed up late each night trying to make the website, 
newsletter and email all work — and work together. 
They refused. I seethed into the wee hours.

Reluctant to admit incompetence, I blamed my issues 
on the software rather than on the obvious PEBKAC 

(Problem Exists Between Keyboard 
and Chair). If I had a moment of 
joy, such as when I found my IMAP 
settings, it was soon crushed by 
confusion: “What do they mean by 
‘Is this address an alias?’” 

YouTube offers great help videos. 
But they’re made by people who 
have never used a rotary phone. 
And — I’m sorry to be harsh — it 
shows.

I tried to follow along: “To 
customize your home page, just click on Settings, 
then choose Styles, then select AARP, then choose 
the biscuit level you want. I like 10, but you could go 
as low as 2 unless your default 404 blocks the SSL 
header weasel, which might be disabled if you’re using 
version 6.2 or 7.0; check with your provider (or, if 
your script is undefi ned, your CPAP host) to confi rm 
your delimiter values. Click save, and you’re all set!”

Videos like that sent me looking for related videos, 
starting with “Where is Settings?” 

After days of frustration — and underwhelming 

As fallout of the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision to overturn Roe vs. 
Wade in the Dobbs decision takes hold, what’s clear is that the issue will 
continue to resonate deeply in American culture — this time with pro-
choice advocates on the offensive and anti-choice forces defending what 
is being seen as a political decision made by a radically conservative 
court. 

And while much has been made of Evangelical Christians leading this 
conservative movement — as pro-life and pro-Trump — there are many 
millions of Christians who don’t share those same values. 

At the Vermont Conference of the United Church of Christ annual 
conference held recently in Randolph, the group released a statement 
signed by over 170 church leaders opposing the Supreme Court’s decision 
and reaffi rming why their support of Roe Vs. Wade is rooted in Christian 
belief and in each individual’s right to determine what one does with their 
own body.

The statement, brief but succinct, said: “As Christians in the Vermont 
Conference of the United Church of Christ, we oppose the Dobbs decision 
by the Supreme Court to overturn Roe vs. Wade. We believe that God is 
the Creator of all living beings and things, and that all human beings are 
created with the gift of free will and are of equal value. 

“We believe that all people have a right to determine what one does 
with one’s own body, recognizing the diffi cult and painful yet life-
supporting and sustaining necessity in making the decision to have an 
abortion. This is a statement rooted in our Christian faith, which opposes 
any policy, precedent, statement, or law that limits a human being’s right 
to bodily autonomy, determination, dignity and respect. 

“Therefore, we stand with all women and people who can become 
pregnant in their right to choose, as we continue as followers of Jesus 
Christ, children of God, and members and friends of the Vermont 
Conference of the United Church of Christ to actively work together to 
answer our Christian call to love one another.”

It was signed by members of many of the local Congregational 
Churches in Addison County, including those in Middlebury, Cornwall, 
Vergennes, Weybridge, and New Haven, as well as many others in all 
corners of Vermont, and demonstrates the broad support throughout the 
state that will be needed to pass Proposal 5, a proposed amendment to the 
state Constitution that solidifi es the right to choose in law — beyond the 
court’s infl uence.

It’s a well-considered statement that sums up why Christians, and all 
of us, can favor choice in good conscience, and how the Court’s recent 
ruling in Dobbs is contrary to America’s sense of individual freedom and 
independence. The issue is sure to be a continuing cultural battlefi eld — 
another stumbling block to bridge the deepening divide between right and 
left, with those on the side of choice challenged to further articulate why 
the freedom to choose is the ultimate Christian act, and most fi tting with 
America’s culture of individualism. 

 Angelo Lynn

By Emerson Lynn
The decision to run for Congress is more than representing Vermonters 

on the issues. It is about opening oneself to the public, being fully 
transparent about whom you are so that voters can match what a candidate 
says with what a candidate does. There are rules, in fact, that require this 
transparency.

Becca Balint, a Democratic candidate for Vermont’s U.S. House seat, 
acts as if the rules do not apply to her. That should raise questions about the 
integrity of Ms. Balint’s campaign.

Ms. Balint declared her candidacy on Dec. 12, 2021. By law, she was 
required to fi le a fi nancial disclosure statement within 30 days, since she 
had met the $5,000 contribution threshold. She did not, and she did not fi le 
for an extension. 

That is bad enough. After all, if she can’t follow the rules that guide her 
campaign, how is it that Vermonters are supposed to have any confi dence 
in Ms. Balint’s ability to follow the far more arcane rules that govern the 
House?

Candidates, as well as all elected representatives, are also required 
annually to fi le their fi nancial disclosure statements by May 15. Ms. Balint 
did not. Her campaign confessed to the failure and fi led for an extension. 
The campaign acknowledged it would be fi ned for its failure to fi le the 
necessary report in January.

While the campaign has since fi led the information necessary for the 
May 15 fi ling, it has yet to send in the information necessary to complete 
the January fi ling, which is now almost six months overdue.

Ms. Balint’s campaign places the blame on staff oversight. Ms. Balint 
also notes the complexity of the required forms. Vermonters were assured 
the proper documents would be fi led “in the near future.”

Pleading ignorance to campaign fi nancial disclosure requirements is no 
excuse. It’s not even credible. One of the central considerations a candidate 
makes in deciding to run for offi ce is understanding that one’s fi nancial 
records will become public. When you run for offi ce you lose your 
anonymity when it comes to how much money you make, which stocks 
you own, what debts you owe, and the value of your assets. Most people 
who have the qualifi cations to run for offi ce decline because they prefer 
to have their fi nancial affairs remain private. Hence, there is no way Ms. 
Balint and her team could not have known the law and what was required. 
They have known from day one.

The failure to fi le the forms in a timely manner also begs the question 
that if Ms. Balint cannot follow the law requiring the release of her 

A chink in Balint’s campaign

(See Balint’s foilble, Page 5A)

Waving the colors
FLAG-WAVING CHEF ROBERT Baral rides atop his decked-out 1971 French-made Citroen 2CV 

 during Brandon’s Independence Day Parade this past Saturday. 
Independent photo/Angelo Lynn

“You don’t know what you’ve got till it’s gone.” 
These words from a famous old Joni Mitchell song 
have been ringing in my head the past few days. 
Originally, they referred to beautiful fi elds, paved 
over and turned into shopping malls with asphalt 
parking lots. I’ve lived long enough to see many of 
those shopping centers crumble and the asphalt fi eld 
develop cracks through which 
brave dandelions and lovely weeds 
emerge. Some of them have even 
been restored to meadows.

Here is a twenty-year-old lyric 
from my daughter Anais Mitchell’s 
song:

This is just to tell you
That I wear your dress 

sometimes
The one you made with the gold brocade
And the empire waist line
You fi t it to your fi gure
When it looked just like my own
That was Jersey in the fi fties
When the women stayed at home
My body by the letter of the law is still my own
When I lay down in the darkness
Unburdened and alone
With the liberty you’ve given
Like the clothing you’ve outgrown
To your granddaughter

Anais was able to sing of a gift of freedom handed 
down from one generation to another. We keep the 
dress as a family heirloom. An object of beauty and 

an object of inspiration.
The events of the last few months — undermining 

women’s health and reproductive rights, undermining 
our ability to vote, protecting gun-carrying people 
who are not hunting to provide food for their families 
— are far beyond just troubling. We are faced with 
the potential devastating loss of the most basic 

human freedom: control over our 
own bodies and minds.

I remember vividly the terror 
of young women who were 
impregnated, usually against their 
will, by men who had no desire to 
be fathers. Often, their own parents, 
invoking a hypocritical morality, 
turned them out of their homes, 
leaving them and their babies adrift 

in an uncaring and judgmental world.
Fifty-plus years ago, in my own extended family, 

there were enough resources to send pregnant girls 
“on vacation” until babies were born behind the high 
walls of a “home for fallen women” or to another 
country where the pregnancy could be safely and 
legally terminated. So many other women and girls 
were not as lucky. The coat hangers and chemicals 
that maimed and sometimes killed women and 
girls were common knowledge. The destitution and 
poverty of single mothers and their newborns was 
also common knowledge and continues until this day.

The women of my mother’s generation fought for 
women to be respected. The women of my generation 
fought to be legally allowed to make our own 
decisions about our bodies and ourselves. We thought 
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Worried About Your
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this short-lived season, there is an 
important primary taking place, on 
August 9th. 

One candidate who will make a 
huge difference for the Addison-2 
district is Wendy Harlin. She is 
running against Peter Conlon for 
the citizens of Cornwall, Goshen, 
Leicester, Ripton, and Salisbury. She 
also happens to be the first female 
candidate for this present district.

Wendy is the strongest candidate 
for this seat because she will stand 
up for small towns. She will do 
this by focusing on issues such 
as the economy, health care, the 
environment, and education. 

She will act to strengthen the 
economy through increasing 
affordable housing, supporting high 

quality, affordable childcare, and 
advocating for workers’ rights. 

Wendy believes in a universal 
health care system that will protect 
and expand local access to women’s 
healthcare and reproductive 
services, mental health services, 
and comprehensive prevention and 
treatment strategies for those who 
struggle with addiction.

She will also work for creating 
a green economy and a renewable 
energy infrastructure. She will 
ensure that small towns can create 
local solutions to offer protections 
and empower their communities. 

Perhaps the most significant 
contrast between Wendy and her 
opponent is that she will fight for 
our small, rural towns that are 
impacted by school consolidations 

under Act 46, by giving them the 
choice to keep their local schools. 
Through her conversations with 
educators and parents she will 
seek out ways to best support these 
children, the future of our local 
communities.

Wendy knows that thriving small 
towns are the foundation of a well-
functioning democracy. Clearly, 
she is highly qualified to take on 
these tasks. As a mother, school 
board member, entrepreneur and 
volunteer, she will be the best choice 
for moving Addison-2 district 
forward. Cast your ballot for Wendy 
on August 9th, and let your voice be 
heard so that your small town may 
thrive. 

Michele Fay
Ripton

Fay letter
(Continued from Page 4A)

Letters to the Editor
‘Backcountry hut’ inappropriate for Silver Lake 

Context is important to 
the conversation about the 
appropriateness of a ‘backcountry 
hut’ (is that an oxymoron?) and 
the lack of such context is clearly 
evident in the recent letter by 
Eben Punderson on behalf of the 
Moosalamoo Association. What 
Mr. Punderson wants us to focus 
on is that the addition of the hut 
will have “no greater impact 
than adding another campsite 
with an average of 6.6 people 
per stay.” The entire context for 
this assertion is the existing 15 
campsites that can accommodate 
six people each per stay, all of 
them suffering in “root strewn 
campsites.” 

But there are other important 
perspectives that must be 
considered in order to broaden the 
context in which the proposal can 
be placed and then decide if the 
hut is appropriate for Silver Lake, 
a site listed by the Forest Service 
as a “heavy use area.” This means 
that many people make use of the 
natural beauty and relatively easy 
access to the trails, lake and views 
to hike, bike, swim, run, camp, 
fish and bird watch.

First, there is the Forest 
Service’s own Leave No Trace 
Principles. These are some of the 

agency’s own guiding principles 
and include:

• Good campsites are found 
and not made.

• Altering a site is not 
necessary.

• Do not build structures.
• Respect other visitors 

and protect the quality of their 
experience.

• Let Nature’s sound prevail.
Second, it is not the increase 

in the number of people that are 
going to be the biggest impact. It 
is the number of vehicles that will 
be required to provide these guests 
with all the amenities that come 
with a backcountry hut. There will 
be lots of construction vehicles 
and equipment to build the hut 
before the guests themselves can 
drive there. Once the hut is up and 
running there will be a need for 
staff to clean and restock supplies. 
There might be delivery trucks for 
bulk supplies and for guests UPS-
ing their kayak in for the week. 
And there will be service trucks 
to deliver propane or firewood, 
and others making deliveries or 
performing repairs.

Third, the hut is a permanent 
built structure providing the 
questionable recreational activity 
of having more people “spend 

a winter night near the lake in 
a cozy hut with friends.” The 
hut can’t be constructed without 
altering the site, which will alter 
the quality of other visitors’ 
experience. With electricity at 
the hut, the nighttime experience 
for campers and others enjoying 
nocturnal Nature will be degraded 
and altered. This is not respectful 
to people or other critters. 

Fourth, and possibly most 
important, are the critters. These 
are the animals, fish, reptiles, 
amphibians and birds that call this 
place home. These creatures also 
have a right to the recreational 
area, even though they are not 
doing much recreating. For many 
of the humans recreating there, 
the opportunity to watch a river 
otter ice fish or catch a glimpse of 
a barred owl on the hunt is a big 
reason they go in the first place.

Needless to say, the 
enhancement of the hut is 
influenced by one’s perspective of 
the situation. When you place the 
hut in the bigger context it is much 
easier to see that the project’s 
impacts are much broader than just 
adding one more campsite.

John Garn
Leicester

Ways of Seeing
(Continued from Page 4A)

personal hygiene — I forced 
myself to close the laptop and walk 
away for almost a week. It was a 
good move.

I took showers. I saw Mark, 
who apparently had been here all 
along. I made lists of website-
related questions and next steps. 
Most important, during the break 
I somehow absorbed many of 
the processes that had seemed so 
baffling to me just days earlier.

When I sat back down at the 
computer, everything clicked. 
For example, I was able to log 
in without referring to a single 
YouTube tutorial.

Suddenly, I knew how to 
customize features and integrate 
email. I made a real-life drop-down 
menu, something I had once only 
dreamed of. I even “injected code,” 
which sounds illicit but is no doubt 
taught to schoolchildren these days 
in the time slot previously reserved 
for learning cursive.

I am happy to announce that 
the newly redesigned site, www.
jessieraymond.com, is live. You 
can hardly tell that it was built by 
a woman who just a few weeks 
ago didn’t know her SSL from her 
CPAP.

On the site, you’ll find a 
“Subscribe” box — magically 

brought to you by code I injected 
all by myself, without incident. 
If you enter your email address, 
you’ll become one of the tens of 
subscribers who want to be notified 
each week when I upload another 
column.

The learning curve I’ve ridden 
over the past two weeks started out 
nearly vertical, but I’ve come so far 
in such a short time I’m basically 
a genius now. Unfortunately, that 
means I may not be able to maintain 
the new site for long; if my current 
rate of tech mastery continues, I’ll 
be off programming satellites for 
NASA by Labor Day. 

Jessie
(Continued from Page 4A)

financial affairs, then how can 
she expect Vermonters to trust her 
abilities when it comes to serving in 
Congress? If she can’t manage her 
own affairs, why should we believe 
she can manage ours?

Equally objectionable is Ms. 
Balint allowing campaign staffers to 
take the blame for the “oversight.” 
That is not what leaders do. Leaders 
take responsibility for what happens 
on the campaign. It’s her campaign, 
not the staff’s. It’s the candidate who 
is responsible for the messaging and 
it’s the candidate who is responsible 
for making sure the legal obligations 
of a campaign are met. Dumping 
the blame on campaign staffers 
for violating the law is petty and, 
perhaps, a window into Ms. Balint’s 
suitability for office.

No one else in the Democratic 
primary — Sianay Chase Clifford 
and Lt. Gov. Molly Gray — has 
failed to file the necessary financial 
disclosure statements. To those 
candidates who do struggle to 
understand what is required of them, 
the U.S. House of Representatives 
Committee on Ethics offers a 
tutorial; there is even the following: 
“Any candidate who is unsure 
whether or when a Statement is due 
should call the Committee at 202-
225-7103 for advice.”

How easy is that?
In the scheme of things, is Ms. 

Balint’s failure to comply with the 
laws governing financial disclosure 
statements noteworthy?

Yes. If she is willing to ignore 
this law, then where does she draw 
the line with other laws? How is it 
that she can judge others without 
showing herself as a hypocrite? 
What kind of leader would she be 
if she fails to shoulder the blame for 
mistakes that are her own?

It is vital — now, more than ever 
— for us to raise the bar on what 
we expect from our leaders. We 
have seen what we get when we 
allow elected leaders to give short 
shrift to the law. We have seen what 

happens when the need for personal 
integrity is replaced by the ragged 
partisanship in Congress. Ms. Balint 
needs to publicly admit she has not 
met the letter of the law. She needs 
to make public the information that 
has yet to be sent in to meet the 
January deadline. And she needs 
to accept personal responsibility 
for her failures and stop blaming 
others.

Note: Emerson Lynn is editor 
emeritus of the St. Albans 
Messenger.

Balint’s foible
(Continued from Page 4A) 

A class reunion for Middlebury 
High School class of 1957 is 

being held July 29, 30. 
We are few and getting old, 
but are still lively and would 
love to see any of you of any 
class who attended school 

with us!
For info, contact 

Jack Brown, 802-388-7350 or  
Maureen Sullivan, 518-943-3291

MHS Class of 1957 
REUNION

the women of my daughter’s 
generation would no longer need 
to worry. Clearly, we took too 
much for granted, and now our 
grandchildren are all at risk.

The people I consider the 

American Taliban seem intent on 
destroying the American dream 
for most of us. I wonder if we 
have the determination of those 
beautiful dandelions.

Cheryl Mitchell is president of 
Treleven, a retreat and learning 

program located on her family’s 
sheep farm in Addison County. She 
does freelance consulting on issues 
related to children, families, social 
policy and farm to community 
work. She can be reached at 
cheryl.w.mitchell@gmail.com.

VERGENNES — Vergennes Union High School 
has released its final honor roll of the 2021-2022 
school year. Students named to the roll include:
GRADE 12

High Honors: Alexis Boise, 
Olivia Brooks, Ila Collette and 
Clarinda McAllister.

Honors: Jasmine Beenen, 
Alisdair Chauvin, Ryley Dubois, 
Jade Edwards, Ethan Gebo, Bradley 
Kutchukian, Felicia Poirier, Trent Richardson, 
Michael Serpico, Eric Tarte, Audrey Tembreull, Paul 
Thurber and  Jordan Visser
GRADE 11

High Honors: Jackson Bennett, Raia Bryant, 
Frances Eckels, Jasmine Little, Peyton Paquette, 
Shamus Rooney, James Steadman, Opal Sutton and 
Maja Zagolla.

Honors: Olivia Correia, Abram Francis, Reese 
Gernander, Thane Gill, Claire Hatch, Morgan Hurlburt, 

Reese Moulton, Gideon Palmer and Madison Perkins.
GRADE 10

High Honors: Elizabeth 
Bennett, Mackenzie Flint, 
Benjamin Hargett, Ryder 
Messinger, Calder Rakowski, Zoe 
Reid-St. John and Matilda Seyler

Honors: Acadia Clark, Kimari 
Collins, Maci Forgues, Natalie 
Jackman, Alaina LeBeau, Siobhan 

Potter, Julia Rice, Kaelin Sullivan and Eyon Tembreull
GRADE 9

High Honors: Owen Collette, Mary Cosgrove, Rory 
Couture, Ethan Croke, Kira Emmons, Grey Fearon, 
Torrey Hanna, Kendra Jackson, Sophia Johnson, Mia 
Kutchukian, Katelyn Laberge, Megan Mentzer, Elsa 
Michaels, Nora Nelson, Silas Quinn, Lily Root and 
Jing Williams.

Honors: Rachel Gebo, Spencer Gebo, Reese 
Paquette, and Kestin Puechl-Sproul

VUHS announces honor roll

ADDISON  COUNTY

School News
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Many people are planning for their funeral in advance 
in a sincere effort to ease the stress loved ones will face 

at an emotional time. It takes only a little time and 
can be handled in the privacy of your home or at the 

Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral Home.

Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral Home  
117 South Main St. Middlebury, VT  

802-388-2311
sandersonfuneralservice.com

Planning
Planning for Your Funeral,

the Smart Thing to Do…

FUNERAL
MEMORIAL 
SERVICE
CREMATION
PRE-PLANNING    
 SERVICES

BROWN-McCLAY
FUNERAL HOMES

BRISTOL
802-453-2301

VERGENNES
802-877-3321

brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com

If you want a monument - get it from a monument dealer!

Celebrating 92 years | 1930-2022

57 Main St., New Haven   |   802-453-3433 
CleggsMemorials.com    |   info@cleggsmemorials.com

WE DO OUR OWN
Dra� ing  •  Lettering  •  Sandblast 

Cleaning   •   Foundations
Setting  •  Restoration

EXPERIENCE  |  QUALITY  |  VALUE

Family owned and operatedFamily owned and operated
Addison county’s ONLY full ONLY full ONLY

service monument companyservice monument company

C LEGGS 
M E MORIALS

BARRE 
GRANITE

ASSOCIATION
RETAIL
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Obituaries
ADDISON
COUNTY

Jean Barbara (Bartell) Pearson, 77, of Rutland
RUTLAND — Jean Barbara 

(Bartell) Pearson, 77, also known 
and loved as “the bead lady,” died 
Tuesday, June 28, 2022, at her 
home in Rutland, Vt., following a 
long illness.

She was born on May 8, 1945, 
VE Day, in Derby, Conn., the 
daughter of William and Helen 
Bartell.

Jean married Henry Alton “Al” 
Pearson Jr. on Nov. 12, 1967, and 
together they raised three children 
and were married for 40 years until 
his death in 2008. Jean fulfilled her 
dream of moving from Clinton, 
Conn., to Vermont on July 7, 1986, 
after camping here for 12 years and 
falling in love with Vermont in all 
seasons. Snowmobiling brought 
her exhilaration and great joy and 
she loved the beautiful snowy trails 
and mountaintops she was able to 
reach with her family along for the 
ride.

Jean worked for Proctor Bank 
and Rutland Regional Medical 
Center, but her favorite job was 
owning Pearsonality Plus Bead 
Emporium in Mendon, where she 
taught countless people how to 
tap into their creativity and make 
beautiful handcrafted jewelry. She 
hosted so many lovely adults and 
children, and many became dear 
friends over those eight years 
until her husband’s health issues 
required her to let it go. She sold 
her own beautiful handcrafted 
jewelry at craft shows throughout 

JEAN BARBARA PEARSON

Vermont, and was a proud 30-year 
member of the Rutland County 
Farmer’s Market, selling her 
creations, enjoying the company 
of many, feeling part of a vibrant 
community, and serving in many 
capacities until her health issues 
conspired against it.

Highlights of Jean’s life included 
her time with her childhood horses, 
breeding and raising chocolate 
labs, and the companionship of 
her cats, and the simpler things 
like watching for meteor showers 
and fireflies, listening to the frogs, 
and being tickled by deer and 
moose visits in the city. She also 
enjoyed music, especially live and 
outdoors, dancing, and talking with 
and spending time with family, 
neighbors, and friends, near and 
far. She was a dear friend to many 

over the course of her life. She 
would like to be remembered for 
the laughter and love she had for 
all and wants us all to know she has 
moved on to a new adventure.

Jean was predeceased by her 
parents, brothers, and her husband. 
She is survived by her three 
children, Kimberly Waterman and 
husband Lance of Weybridge, Vt.; 
Susan Pearson and her husband Jean 
Michel Alfieri of Aix-en-Provence, 
France; and Henry Alton Pearson 
III, (Hal) and his wife Danielle 
of East Wallingford, Vt.; and her 
seven adored grandchildren, Jack 
and Katy Waterman, and Henry 
(IV), Collin, Elaina, Emma, and 
Benjamin Pearson; and granddog 
Jesse of France. She is also survived 
by her sister, Audrey Goodman, 
and several nephews and cousins.

Jean’s family would like to 
thank the many doctors, nurses, 
social workers, and staff of Rutland 
Regional Medical Center for all of 
their patience and care of “Jeanie 
the dancing queenie” over the past 
couple of years. 

We will gather to celebrate Jean’s 
life at Branbury State Park on Lake 
Dunmore in Salisbury, Vt., on 
Sunday, July 17, at 2 p.m., wearing 
bright colors and sharing stories, 
song, and pie! Jean asked that 
memorial contributions be made to 
improve the lives of children such 
as Shriners for Children, St. Jude’s 
Children’s Hospital, or Rutland 
Women’s Shelter.◊

BRANDON — Douglas (Bud) 
C. Austin Jr., died peacefully at his 
home on June 30, 2022. He was 97 
years old.

Born in Newark, N.J., on Feb. 
18, 1925, Bud was the beloved son 
of Douglas C. Austin and Marion 
D. Ruff. Upon graduating from 
Grover Cleveland High School 
in Caldwell, N.J., he immediately 
enlisted in the Army, where he 
served in Italy during World War 
II as an aircraft engine change 
specialist. After his discharge from 
the Army, Bud worked as a master 
woodworker for most of his life 
and was a fine craftsman. Bud lived 
in Caldwell, N.J., and Fairfield, 
N.J., and retired to Brandon, Vt., 
in 1990, where he built his own 
house.

Bud was a lifelong member of 
the Episcopal Church and was a 
member of Church of the Advent 

DOUGLAS C. AUSTIN JR.

in Bloomfield, N.J., and later a 
member of Holy Spirit in Verona, 
N.J. In Brandon, he was a faithful 
member of St. Thomas and Grace 
Episcopal Church.

He was predeceased by his 
beloved life partner, Rosalie 
Marshall, in 2015.  Bud is survived 
by his niece and nephews, Donna, 

Steven, and Scott Rickert, and 
by Rosalie’s children, Christina, 
Andrew, and Peter. He is also 
survived by good friends, including 
Mary Orvis and Chris and Mary 
Holliday, and his two loving and 
constant dog companions, Angel 
and Abby.

Bud believed in donating and 
contributing his talents for the good 
of his church. He built and donated 
many pieces for each church of 
which he was a member. 

His funeral service was held on 
Wednesday, July 6, at 10 a.m., at 
St. Thomas and Grace Episcopal 
Church in Brandon. Rev. Lyn 
Burns, Rector, officiated. The 
graveside committal service 
and burial followed, in Holman 
Cemetery in Salisbury. Friends 
visited to pay their respects on 
Tuesday, July 5, from 2-4 p.m., at 
Miller & Ketcham Funeral Home 
in Brandon.

Following the ceremony, 
the family received friends at 
the Brandon Inn, for a time of 
remembrance.

In lieu flowers, memorial gifts 
may be made to St. Thomas and 
Grace Episcopal Church, 19 Conant 
Square, Brandon, VT 05733.◊

Douglas “Bud” C. Austin Jr., 97, of Brandon

BRANDON — Phillip George 
Baldwin Sr., age 75, passed away 
Sunday, July 3, 2022, with his 
family by his side.

Phil was born in Middlebury on 
July 1, 1947. He was the son of 
George and Ora (Waite) Baldwin. 
He grew up in Brandon, where 
he received his early education 
and graduated from Otter Valley 
Union High School, class of 1966. 
He afterwards joined the United 
States Army and served with the 
Military Police until his Honorable 
Discharge in 1968. 

Returning home, he began 
his working career with White 
Pigment Corporation in Florence 
until its closing in 2004, following 
more than 30 years of service. He 
later trained as a heating technician 
and worked with Mike’s Fuel. 
He was forced to retire from 
the maintenance department at 
the Vermont Police Academy in 

PHILLIP GEORGE BALDWIN

Pittsford due to illness in 2012. 
He belonged to Brandon American 
Legion Post 55 for more than 40 
years. He was an avid fisherman 
and hunter, and enjoyed boating 
and doing puzzles.

He is survived by his wife, 

Penny (Reed) Baldwin of Brandon, 
whom he married Aug. 5, 1985; 
one son, Phillip “Skip” Baldwin 
Jr. of Brandon; a daughter, Brandy 
Baldwin of Pittsford; and three 
stepdaughters, Sherry Pinkham, 
Lisa Munger and Kim Bruce, all 
of Brandon. Several grandchildren, 
nieces, nephews and cousins also 
survive him. He was predeceased 
by his parents; a stepson, Chipper 
Bruce; and two brothers, Ronald 
Baldwin and Donald Waite.

Respecting his wishes, a private 
graveside committal service and 
burial will take place, at a later 
date, in Forest Dale Cemetery.

Memorial gifts in lieu of flowers 
may be made, in his memory to 
Rutland Area Visiting Nurse & 
Hospice, 7 Albert Cree Drive, 
Rutland, Vt., 05701.

Arrangements are under the 
direction of the Miller & Ketcham 
Funeral Home in Brandon.◊

Phillip George Baldwin Sr., 75, of Brandon

SALISBURY — Leona Kathleen 
(Mitchell) Bourdeau, 87, died July 
2, 2022, at Shard Villa in Salisbury, 
where she had been a resident for 
the past four years.

Leona was born in Highgate 
Springs Sept. 7, 1934, to Josiah 
and Elizabeth (Martin) Mitchell. 
On June 28, 1952, she married 
Raymond O. Bourdeau of Orwell. 
In 1955, Ray took a sales job at 
Foster Motors, and they bought 
their first home in East Middlebury.

She enjoyed sewing, deer hunting, 
gardening, cookouts, antiquing, 
auctions, flea markets, shopping 
anywhere, vacations in Maine and 
their winter home in Ft. Myers, Fla.

Leona was predeceased by her 
husband, Raymond in 2009; her 
parents; and 11 brothers, Homer 
“Mickey Mouse,” Andrew, Gordon, 
Robert, Harold, Elwin “Jinxie,” 
Everett “Doc,” Orin, Gerald 
“Coonie,” Clayton and Arthur.  

LEONA BOURDEAU

Leona is survived by a daughter, 
Linda Bourdeau of Stephenville, 
Texas; a son, Rodney (Brenda) 
Bourdeau of Middlebury, Vt.; 
sisters-in-law Nance Munson of 
Powhattan, Va., and Judy Mitchell, 
of Brandon, Vt.;  grandchildren 
Katie (Jason) Davis, of Pittsford, Vt.;  

Morgan Downs, of Stephenville, 
Texas; and Jared Bourdeau, of 
Salisbury, Vt.;  stepgrandchildren 
Stephen (Jessy) Norris, of Bridport, 
Vt.;, and Laura (Michael) Peck, of 
Speculator, N.Y. She also leaves 
behind 10 great-grandchildren: 
Raegan, Maison, Cameron, Isaac, 
Levi, Abigail, Lydia, Joshua, 
Hannah, and Gabe.  

The family would like to thank 
LeeAnn and Robin and the staff at 
Shard Villa and Addison County 
Hospice for the love and care shown 
to her.

A private burial will be held by 
the family at a future date. In lieu 
of flowers, donations can be made 
to Shard Villa or Addison County 
Home Health & Hospice.

Arrangements are under the 
direction of Sanderson-Ducharme 
Funeral Home. Online condolences 
at www.sandersonfuneralservice.
com.◊

Leona Kathleen (Mitchell) Bourdeau, 87, of Salisbury

VERGENNES — Lawrence 
Andrew Carlson, 80, went to his 
Heavenly Reward on Saturday, 
June 25, 2022 At Helen Porter 
Nursing and Rehabilitation in 
Middlebury after a long illness.

He was the son of the late 
Evelyn (Trudeau) and Roy 
Carlson. His education consisted 
of Converse Elementary in 
Burlington; Robinson Elementary 
in Starksboro; and Hinesburg High 
School, where he graduated in 
1960. He also attended Johnson 
State for Liberal Arts. 

In 1962 Lawrence enlisted in 
the United States Navy. He was 
stationed in Italy and Great Britain, 
where he met his late wife Marion 
O’Flarety. He was honorably 
discharged in 1966 with the medal 
of National Defense Service. 

Lawrence and his family 
returned to the states for a short 
time, where he worked in food 
service and retail. The family then 
returned to Great Britain to live.  

After several years, Lawrence 

LAWRENCE ANDREW 
CARLSON

returned to the states to be 
fully devoted to Food Service 
Management with the Marriot and 
Howard Johnsons. He also was co-
owner of the Pine Cone Restaurant 
in Plattsburgh, N.Y. 

Lawrence had a great love for 
music. His obsession was with 

Marching Bands, drum lines and 
band competitions. Hewould road 
trip it for a view of one. While 
working for Howard Johnsons 
in Plattsburgh, he founded and 
directed the Summertime Youth 
Band. Lovingly referred to as 
“Pied Piper Carlson” by the 
establishment, community and 
60 band members, he led them to 
several first place awards, trophies 
and state-wide notoriety. 

His last job was food service 
for the quaint country school 
of Addison. There he created a 
marching band that marched in 
several local parades. He loved the 
children there, and was constantly 
planning food events like picnics 
laced with cotton candy and 
popcorn. 

Lawrence is survived by his 
children, Janet Wallace and Roy 
(Haley) Carlson, both of Wales, 
Great Britain. He also has three 
grandchildren, Joshua, Joel and 
Ella Wallace, also of Wales, Great 
Britain. He is also survived by 
his siblings Faith (Charlie) Fuller 
of Selkirk, N.Y.; David (Linda) 
Carlson of Milton, Vt.; and twin 
sisters Edith Frazier and Evelyn 
(Lester) Little of North Ferrisburgh, 
Vt.; several nieces, nephews, great 
nieces and great nephews. He 
is predeceased by two brothers, 
Thomas and Karl Carlson and his 
grandparents Rand and Lodema 
Trudeau. 

Services will be private.
The family would like to take 

this moment to acknowledge and 
thank the nurses, doctors, home 
heath care workers and hospice for 
their wonderful care. 

Should you want to make a 
remembrance in Lawrence’s name 
please consider Addison County 
Home Heath & Hospice, PO Box 
754, Rt. 7 North, Middlebury, VT 
05753.◊

Lawrence Andrew Carlson, 80, of Vergennes

DON’T MISS OUT!
www.addisonindependent.com

SPREAD THE WORD
calander@addisonindependent.com

Home health care supplies, equipment, and services from 
experienced, knowledgeable staff. We provide a full range 

of equipment, appliances, and services so families and 
individuals can remain comfortably in their own home. Our 
dedicated staff works closely with your physician, hospital 
discharge planners, and home health agency personnel to 

ensure that you can create the optimum environment for in-
home medical care.

Medical Equipment
& Oxygen

Orthopedic Products including 
Braces & Joint Supports

Personal and Sports Injury 
Equipment

Canes, Walkers, & Rollators

Lift Chairs
Wound Care, Ostomy & 

Urological Supplies

The Medicine Chest, LLC
Thank you for 

shopping locally!

A division of

802-388-9801
Marble Works • Middlebury, VT •  M-F 9-5 • Fax: 802-388-4146

SALES & RENTALS
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RON HOLMES

VOTE RON HOLMES 

“Honesty does matter” 
Paid for by Ron Holmes, 18 Court Street, Middlebury, VT   •   www.RonHolmesForSheriff.com

A proud member of the:
• National Sheriffs Association
• Shoreham Historical Society Trustee & Sustaining Member 
• Porter Hospital Auxiliary 
• Middlebury Garden Club

A proud supporter of:
• Women Safe
• Homeward Bound
• United Way Days of Caring
• HOPE

• The New England Police 
Chiefs Association

• Disabled American Veterans 
(DAV)

25 years former Addison County Deputy Sheriff

for Addison County Sheriff
in the August 9th Primary Election

Elected and served as your Addison County High Bailiff

LINCOLN — Brenda Ann 
Robidoux, 56, of Lincoln passed 
away in her home, surrounded by 
family members on June 30, 2022.

Brenda was born Dec. 23, 
1965, in Connecticut. She loved 
tending to her gardens and going 
to the river with her friends. 
Brenda was a hard worker. She 
worked at Saputo for 19 years, 
eventually moving on to work at 
Autumn Harp for 13 years. She is 
survived by her spouse, Raymond 

BRENDA ANN ROBIDOUX

Regnaud Jr.; her daughter, 
Kristian Regnaud; grandson, 
Connor Hansen; her brother, Leo 
Robidoux; and many family and 
friends.

She will be dearly missed by 
all.

Funeral services will be held 
at Green Mount Cemetery in 
Starksboro on Saturday, July 23, at 
1 p.m. To send online condolences 
to her family, please visit www.
brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com.◊

Brenda Ann Robidoux, 56, of Lincoln

Obituaries
ADDISON
COUNTY

Ann M. Russett, 90, of Panton

ADDISON — The family of 
Israel L. Provencher and Harry E. 
Provencher invite you to join us for 
services remembering our loved 
ones by sharing our memories 
together on Saturday, July 16, 2022.

Please join us for their burial 
and memorial services. Burial will 
take place at 10 a.m., at Lakeview 
Cemetery in Addison, Vt. And 
the memorial service will follow 
at 11 a.m. at Randy and Wendy 
Provencher’s home, 7559 Goodrich 
Corners Rd., in Addison.

Family, friends, food, music and 
dancing brought much joy to their 
lives so please join us in celebrating 
Israel and Harry. Food and 
beverages will be provided after the 
service along with music by Snake 
Mountain Bluegrass Band. This is 

ISRAEL L. PROVENCHER HARRY E. PROVENCHER

a casual attire gathering so feel free 
to bring your dancing shoes, as this 
is one of the joys they had.

The service will take place under 

a tent with tables and chairs. Feel 
free to bring your favorite lawn 
chairs. Please contact Randy at 
802-373-9968 with any questions.◊

Israel and Harry Provencher celebration of life

PANTON — Ann M. Russett, 90, 
of Panton, passed away at her home 
surrounded by family on Monday, 
July 4, 2022.

Ann was born in Vergennes on 
Dec. 17, 1931. She was the daughter 
of Louis and Priscilla Milo. Ann 
was a member of St. Peter’s Church 
in Vergennes, where she sang in the 
choir. She was an avid member of 
the Otter Creek Choral Society. She 
was a lister and ballot clerk for the 
town of Panton for many years.

Ann is survived by 13 children: 
Nathalie Carlson (Wayne) of 
Coconut Creek, Fla.; Valerie 
Forbes (Al) of Gastonia, N.C.; 
Harvey Russett III (Stephanie) of 
Manchester, N.H.; Laurie McCain 
(Andy) of Monroe, N.C.: Kelly 
Higgins (Jim) of Cooper Center, 
Alaska; Phillip Russett (Teena) of 
Montgomery, Vt.; Michael Russett 
(Rose) of New Haven, Vt.; Tracy 
Webster of Jacksonville, Fla.; John 
Russett (Kevin) of West Hollywood, 

ANN M. RUSSETT

Calif.; Peter Russett (Gretchen) 
of Addison, Vt.; Whitney Gorton 
of Lincoln, Vt.; Lindy Norton 
(Mike) of Middlebury, Vt.; and 
Jenny Russett (Sean) of Vergennes, 
Vt; 32 grandchildren; 38 great-
grandchildren; and several nieces 
and nephews. She is also survived 
by two brothers, Paul Milo of 

Sarasota, Fla., and Gene Milo of 
South Burlington, Vt. 

Ann was predeceased by her 
parents; husband, Harvey J. Russett 
Jr.; daughter Mary Sunderland; son 
Joel Russett; and a granddaughter.

A funeral mass will be 
held Tuesday, July 12, at 10 
a.m. at St. Peter’s Church in 
Vergennes. Interment will be at 
St. Peter’s Cemetery in Vergennes 
immediately following. Friends 
may call at Brown-McClay Funeral 
Home, 48 S. Maple St., Vergennes, 
Vt., Monday, July 11, from 5 p.m. 
to 7 p.m.

The family wishes to extend 
their heartfelt gratitude to all her 
caregivers, especially Carleen 
Atkins and Tammie Booska for 
their unending dedication and being 
“her girls.” Contributions may be 
made in Ann’s memory to Addison 
County Home Health & Hospice, 
254 Ethan Allen Hwy, New Haven, 
VT 05472.◊

VERGENNES — Tyler Olin 
Flynn, 31, passed away Saturday, 
July 2, 2022 in Addison.

He was born on Jan. 11, 1991, in 
Middlebury, the son of Timothy and 
Erica (Hotte) Flynn. He graduated 
from Vergennes Union High school 
and was most recently employed 
by Phoenix Feeds in New Haven. 
He was a diehard fisherman and 
hunter. He lived life the best way 
he could and never stopped trying.

He leaves behind his most 
treasured and loved son, Thatcher; 
his parents, Timothy and Erica 
(Hotte) Flynn; his brothers, Simon 
(Madison) Flynn and Maxwell 
(Briena) Flynn; and his two nieces, 
Ellie and Eden Flynn, who he 
adored with all his heart. He also 

TYLER OLIN FLYNN

leaves behind his grandfather Olin 
Flynn and many aunts, uncles, 
cousins and many friends who he 
loved with all his heart.

He was predeceased by his 
grandparents Stanley and Rose 
Hotte and his grandmother Eunice 
Flynn and many more cherished 
and missed family members.

Visiting hours will be held on 
Sunday, July 10, from 3 to 5 p.m. 
at Brown-McClay Funeral Home 
in Vergennes. A Mass of Christian 
burial will be celebrated at 11 
a.m. on Monday, July 11, at St. 
Peter’s Church in Vergennes, with 
a reception following at Vergennes 
American Legion from noon to 5 
p.m. 

To send online condolences 
to his family please visit www.
brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com.◊

Tyler Olin Flynn, 31, of Vergennes

LINCOLN — Rosanne 
Fredriksen, 65, of Lincoln, passed 
away on June 29, 2022, after a long 
battle with cancer.

Rosanne is survived by her 
husband of 47 years, James 
Fredriksen; her daughters Guinevere 
and Aurora Fredriksen; son-in-law 
Joseph DeVille; granddaughters 
Astrid and Iris DeVille; and her 
sisters, Gena Robertson, Karin 
Marcus, and Lisa Paterson. She is 
predeceased by her parents, Stewart 
and Margot Paterson. 

Rosanne was a dedicated 
special educator for many years 
at Champlain Valley Union High 
School and a teaching assistant at ROSANNE FREDRIKSEN

the Lincoln Community School 
before that. She brought joy, 
kindness and a sense of humor 
everywhere she went, always 
looking on the bright side of life. 
She had a lifelong love of reading 
and libraries, and enjoyed baking, 
knitting, weaving and gardening, 
making beautiful things right up to 
her last days. 

In accordance with Rosanne’s 
wishes, there will not be a funeral. 
In lieu of flowers, the family 
requests donations be made in her 
memory to the Lincoln Library 
(www.lincolnlibraryvt.com) or 
the University of Vermont Cancer 
Center.◊

Rosanne Fredriksen, 65, of Lincoln

BRIDPORT — Carl Norton, 87, 
passed away Sunday, July 3, 2022, 
at home with family by his side.

He was born April 10, 1935, in 
Bridport, Vt., the son of Hubert and 
Rheuby (Harris) Norton. 

Carl was born and raised in 
Bridport, where he attended 
school, and graduated from 
Middlebury High School. Carl was 
hard-working and dedicated much 
of his life to various roles within 
the town of Bridport. He was road 
commissioner for over 40 years. 
He was a lifetime member of the 
Bridport Fire Department, holding 
the title of chief for almost 30 
years, and also served as president 
for the county. Over the years, 
he has earned many awards and 
recognition for his commitment to 
both the town and fire department. 
He was an avid sports fan and loved 
watching baseball and NASCAR 

CARL D. NORTON

racing.
He is survived by his four 

daughters and their husbands, 
Debbie (Paul) Many, Diane (Mike) 
Many, Dawn (Todd) Reed, and 

DeeDee (Larry) Fleming; nine 
grandchildren; eleven great-
grandchildren; his loving partner, 
Rebecca Huestis and her family; 
and cousin Betty Lou Wessell and 
her family.

He was predeceased by his wife 
Beverly and his parents.

A graveside service will take 
place on Saturday, July 9, 2022 
at 11 a.m., at the Bridport Central 
Cemetery. Luncheon to follow at 
The Town of Bridport Highway 
Department-Carl Norton Facility.

Per Carl’s request please omit 
flowers. Memorial donations 
may be made to the Bridport Fire 
Department at P.O. Box 125, 
Bridport, VT 05734. 

Arrangements are under the 
direction of the Sanderson-
Ducharme Funeral Home. 
Online condolences at www.
sandersonfuneralservice.com.◊

Carl D. Norton, 87, of Bridport

The Independent will publish paid obituaries and free notices of passing. Paid obituaries cost 25 
cents per word and will be published, as submitted, on the date of the family’s choosing. For those 
who do not wish to purchase an obituary, the Independent offers a free notice of passing up to 100 
words, subject to editing by our news department. Photos (optional) with either paid obituaries or 
free notices cost $10 per photo. Obituaries may be emailed to obits@addisonindependent.com.

Submissions must be received by 11 a.m. on Wednesday for publication in the Thursday paper. 
Email obits@addisonindependent.com or call 802-388-4944 for more information.

Obituary Guidelines

WIMETT
TRADING COMPANY

802•465•4688

USED

David Wimett, 35 Years Experience
C. Michael Jackman, 40 Years Experience
2668 Route 7 • Leicester, VT 05733 • wimetttradingco@gmail.com

Wimett Trading Company
at the Big White Barn in Leicester

802-465-4688 

2015 KIA SEDONA 
LX, V6, Auto, Loaded, 109k miles

$13,995

AFFORDABLE, SAFE & RELIABLE
USED CARS AND TRUCKS

We also buy cars, 
locate specialty orders 

& consider consignments 
Call Dave for an appointment

2016 SUBARU FORESTER 
Premium AWD, Loaded, Sunroof, 115k miles

$17,995

2015 MINI COOPER COUNTRYMAN
All4, AWD, 6-speed manual, 53k miles

$18,995

2015 VOLVO XC50
T5 Premier AWD, Leather, Loaded, 111k miles

$17,995
More than  a decadeof delivering Quality!

OVERSTOCK  SALE !OVERSTOCK  SALE !

2020 CHEVROLET SPARK
LS, Hatchback ,Auto, 45 MPG! 46k miles

$15,995

ADDISON  COUNTY School Briefs
Madeline Smith of Vergennes, 

was named to the College of 
Charleston spring 2022 president’s 
list. Smith is majoring in 
International Studies and Theatre. 
To qualify for the list (highly 
distinguished), students must 
earn a GPA of 3.800 or higher 
and complete a minimum of 14 
semester hours.

Satchel McLaughlin of 
Middlebury received a Bachelor of 
Arts degree from Hamilton College 
on Sunday, May 22, in the college’s 

commencement ceremony. An art 
major, McLaughlin graduated cum 
laude with departmental honors in 
art and displayed work in the senior 
art show “Art Thesis 2022: Closing 
Remarks.”

Vivianna Hammond and 
Henry Carpenter, both of 
Middlebury, have been named 
Presidential Scholars for the 2021-
2022 school year in recognition 
of their outstanding academic 
achievements. Both are graduates 
of Middlebury Union High School.

Jonathan Daniel Smith, 
formerly of Middlebury, was 
awarded a Master of Fine Arts 
Degree in Writing from Vermont 
College of Fine Arts in Montpelier 
on June 30.

Two local students received their 
diplomas from Ithaca College in 
Ithaca, N.Y. Alexander Kite of 
New Haven graduated Cum Laude 
with a B.F.A. in Film, Photo & 
Visual Arts. Spencer Smith of 
Middlebury graduated Cum Laude 
with a B.S. in Television-Radio.



PAGE 8A — Addison Independent, Thursday, July 7, 2022

 

Bristol Electronics installed our solar panels early this summer 
and all the sunny days have been pushing our meter backward at 
a good rate. It feels good to be contributing to “the grid”. Working 
with Chris, Steve, Dave and the other B.E. employees was a 
pleasure. They were well informed, patient and flexible as we 
worked through some early unforeseen roadblocks. We strongly 
recommend this company if you are interested in having solar 
energy at your home installed by a responsive, responsible 
company.                                       
            The Fishers – Addison, Vt   

FREE SITE EVALUATIONS

802 . 453 . 2500
BristolElectronicsVT.com

Addison, VT Homeowner 
Recommends Bristol Electronics

MIDDLEBURY
LION’S    CLUB 
AUCTION and B-B-Q

66 th Annua l

ONLY  $15 00

½ Chicken
Macaroni Salad  -  Baked Beans 

Roll & Butter  -  Cookie

At the Middlebury VFW
Wednesday, July 20th

B-B-Q AT 4 pm - 5:30 pm

LION’S    CLUBLION’S    CLUB

Auction stArts
At 6 PM shArp
For more information call

Roger Desabrais Jr.  at 802-236-9978
or Matt at 802-989-1494

Several items generously donated by local 
businessess will be up for auction!

TAKE OUT 
AVAILABLE

on-campus housing, though they 
remain on the meal plan for $600 
per semester.
NUMBERS GOING UP

Middlebury College Director of 
Media Relations Sarah Ray said 
there were 2,858 students enrolled 
at the institution during the fall of 
2021, and 120 of them were allowed 
to live off campus. The college 
expects to welcome around 2,770 
students this fall, of which 135 will 
be permitted to reside off campus.

Ray said the college’s student 
handbook addresses off-campus 
living, including noise regulations 
and housing policies that state “that 
students who live off campus are 
expected to be good community 
members and that students who 
violate Middlebury policy or 
local ordinances will be subject 
to Middlebury’s student conduct 
process.”

While she said she wasn’t at 
liberty to discuss “specifi c incidents 
or student conduct issues,” Ray 
stressed the college “takes these 
matters most seriously. Members 
of the college leadership team have 
met with the concerned residents 
and town leaders. We will also 
work closely with our off-campus 
students, as well as their neighbors, 
involved landlords, and town 
representatives, to ensure respectful 
coexistence between students and 
townspeople.”

Students who fail to meet off-
campus comportment standards are 
disciplined through the college’s 
conduct system, according to Ray.

“We thank those who brought 
these concerns to our attention and 
apologize for the disruption that was 
caused to them,” she concluded.

But those words are providing 
little solace to neighbors. Tenny 
said the college has yet to respond 
satisfactorily to the “detailed 
complaints” about student 
misconduct that neighbors have 
registered about the parties at 53 N. 
Pleasant St.

“How much do you have to see 
here (before taking action)?” Tenny 
asked. “Come on. If (their current 
behavior) isn’t enough to jerk them 
out of there, what is?”

Neighbors have also been 
looking for possible relief through 
the town’s zoning laws. They argue 
the current use of 53 N. Pleasant 
St. can legitimately qualify it as 
a “rooming house,” as it’s being 
rented to “three or more unrelated 
persons.” A rooming house is 
a conditional use in the town’s 
Washington Street/North Pleasant 
zoning district. If the town agrees 
53 N. Pleasant is a rooming house, 

then the landlord would need 
a conditional use permit, which 
would trigger a municipal review, 
Tenny argued.
FIRE MARSHAL VISITS

A May 25 state fi re marshal 
inspection of the so-called “party 
barn” at 53 N. Pleasant St. revealed 
several violations, based on the 
manner in which it was being used. 
Fire Marshal Joshua Maxham 
visited the two-story barn and 
noted, among other things, a bar and 
furniture. Based on his observations, 
and reports he received about 
upwards off 100 people using it 
during recent gathering, Maxham 
determined, among other things, 
that the second fl oor of the barn 
can’t be used unless the building 
is fully protected by a sprinkler 
system, and that an emergency exit 
and emergency lighting need to be 
installed.

Tenny agreed with the Maxham’s 
decision, and went further: “They 
don’t have a permit for a bar or a 
party barn or other public assembly 
uses either. Those are tools of 
zoning that can be used.”

What about the town’s noise 
ordinance?

Not a lot of help, as currently 
written, according to Tenny.

“I think it’s kind of weak,” he 
said. “Noise is not well defi ned (in 
the ordinance). It’s quite subjective. 
And the hours they’re allowed to 
continue these noisy operations are 
pretty late.”

The local noise ordinance kicks 
in at 10 p.m. Sunday through 
Thursday, with a 1 a.m. trigger 
Fridays and Saturdays, Tenny noted.

“There aren’t many one-
o’clockers in our neighborhood,” 
Tenny said with a smile. “There are 
barely 10-o’clockers.”

He credited Middlebury police 
for responding to noise complaints, 
even while receiving pushback from 
some of the partygoers.

“(Police) have been greeted with 
all kinds of cursing and shouting,” 
Tenny said.

Middlebury selectboard members 
have pledged to help remedy the 
situation.

Meanwhile, the neighborhood 
countdown to the college’s fall 
semester continues.

“The town fathers in their 
wisdom created the college in 1800, 
and they did that to broaden and 
strengthen the community,” Tenny 
said. “The college is partner and 
part of the community, and it has 
a responsibility to live up to that 
position. This is civics 101, and 
in (that class), the college and its 
students are not meeting the test at 
this point.”

Parties
(Continued from Page 3A)

By MARIN HOWELL 
BRISTOL — Methodist minister 

Bill Elwell didn’t take a traditional 
path to the pulpit. His work in 
ministry began 23 years ago, 
when he fi rst came to church after 
almost losing his life in a fi re while 
volunteering for the Shaftsbury Fire 
Department. 

As he searched for support and 
wrestled with survivor’s guilt and 
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder, 
Elwell worked his way from being 
a layperson at the United Methodist 
Church in Shaftsbury to fi nishing 
seminary at Wesley Theological 
Seminary in Washington, D.C., and 
learned how to help others through 
their suffering. 

“For me, (ministry) is all about 
that positive impact and being able 
to support people in diffi cult times,” 
said the 54-year-old who last week 
ended his tenure as pastor of a 
Bristol church. 

He began formally working 
as a Methodist pastor in 2000, 
simultaneously serving two New 
York congregations at the Pittstown 
United Methodist Church and 
Melrose United Methodist Church. 
Eight years later, his ministry 
brought him to the Bristol area 
when he was appointed pastor of 
the Bristol Federated Church and 
the Monkton Friends Methodist 
Church. Elwell fi nished serving the 
Monkton Friends Church in 2019 
and just ended his time at the Bristol 
Federated Church, preaching his last 
sermon on June 19. 

Outside of the church, Elwell has 
continued his work in emergency 
services in Addison County as an 
active member of the Bristol Fire 
Department and as chaplain of the 
Bristol Police Department along 
with other emergency service 
departments. 

Bristol Fire Chief Brett LaRose 
said Elwell’s absence will be felt, 
as he was a constant, calm presence 
at the department during his time 
there. 

“One of his skills is working 
with people. In high-stress times, 
such as a working fi re incident or a 
motor vehicle crash, he is that calm, 
present voice to help speak to the 
loved ones that are there,” LaRose 

residential school tax rate rose by 
4.84 cents. This year owners of 
commercial and rental property 
will be sharing in the tax breaks, 
thanks to a drop in the statewide 
non-residential tax rate.

Once the city’s Common Level 
of Appraisal was fi gured in, as 
it was for the homestead rate, to 
adjust for low property assessments 
in Vergennes, the city’s non-
residential rate dropped by 7.02 
cents to $1.6859.

Thus, Vergennes non-residential 
property owners will pay about 
$70 less in taxes per $100,000 of 
assessed value. 
CITY BUDGET

Not without discussion and 
tweaks on June 28 and at several 
earlier meetings, the city council 
adopted a budget basically in line 
with what City Manager Ron 
Redmond had suggested from the 
start. All councilors voted in favor 
of the fi nal version except Mel 
Hawley.

Councilors talked on June 28 
of whether they should raise the 
tax rate at least slightly this year 
to soften a potential worse impact 
next year: As the minutes put it, 
councilors were concerned they 
were “kicking the can” down the 

road. But they decided current 
economic conditions were troubling 
enough to keep the rate in check 
now. 

Including donations approved by 
voters on Town Meeting Day, but 
not including the user-funded sewer 
system, city spending councilors 
approved for FY23 stands at 
$2,648,532, a total about $100,000 
lower than FY22.

Councilors kept the tax rate in 
check by approving the one-time 
uses of $103,842 from the Water 
Tower Fund to pay for the bond 
for the city police station, $24,200 
from the Watershed Fund to support 
park maintenance and other public 
works efforts, and about $41,000 
from the fund balance from FY21. 

Councilors noted the 
contributions from the two city 
funds, which are not supported by 
taxpayers, equaled about 5 cents on 
the tax rate. 

They also deferred paving and 
sidewalk work until 2023 to save 
about $130,000. Offi cials have 
said they are unsure they could fi nd 
contractors to perform that work 
this year.

They also, following 
recommendations of the recent 
International Association of Chiefs 
of Police study of the Vergennes 

Police Department, did not fi ll a 
position that had been vacant in 
the force since September 2020 
and decided to split an existing 
administrative job between city 
hall and the department to lighten 
offi cers’ paperwork burden. 

They also made the recreation 
coordinator’s position full-time 
and gave all city employees an 8% 
raise except police offi cers, who 
had through their recent union talks 
earned a 10% pay hike to put their 
wages in line with other regional 
agencies. 

By department:
• Administrative spending 

was pegged to drop to $559,656 
from $582,950. Sharing the 
administrative position with the 
police force was the major factor in 
the decrease.

• Police spending is set to fall 
to $892,415 from $959,837. 
Redmond said overtime is expected 
to drop with the addition of the 
administrative assistant.

• Public works spending is 
projected to be $12,000 lower at 
$816,749 without the paving and 
with the Watershed Fund support. 

• The addition of fulltime 
wages and benefi ts for recreation 
coordinator Martha DeGraaf is 
boosting recreation department 

spending by almost $60,000 to 
$105,505. Councilors pointed to 
residents’ demand for recreation 
services and its importance to civic 
life. 

• The Vergennes Fire Department 
received a roughly $4,000 increase 
to $249,075. 

Within the budget, they also 
supported a larger city’s share for 
the cost of the fi re department 
to $103,057 from $88,080. The 
department also serves as the fi rst 
responder for Panton, Waltham and 
a large portion of Ferrisburgh and 
receives funding from those towns.

The city’s share of the cost 
does remain a bit of an unknown, 
however, because city offi cials have 
been talking for months with their 
Ferrisburgh counterparts about a 
restructured contract. 

Ferrisburgh offi cials have said 
they believe their town is being 
overcharged in an agreement crafted 
by all four communities about 40 
years ago. Redmond noted no clear 
resolution has yet been reached 
after several meetings, and the city 
has dropped its requested fi gure.

“We’re waiting to hear from 
Ferrisburgh,” he said. “We 
understand there is a proposal 
afoot.”

Vergennes
(Continued from Page 2A)

department,” Elwell said. “I had 
some people there that I knew, but 
ultimately, they all welcomed me 
and became family. The fi re service 
has been family for me ever since.”  

He expanded his efforts 
and joined the Shaftsbury Fire 
Department, serving both forces for 
over a decade while he worked as 
a plumber for Kenyon Plumbing & 
Heating and other small plumbing 
companies in Bennington County.   

Even after he began his ministry 
in 1999, Elwell continued his work 
in emergency services. He found a 
way to blend these two passions in 
2006, when he began working as 
chaplain for the Vermont State Fire 
Fighters Association. 

Since then, Elwell said he’s 
sought out other opportunities to 
blend his work in ministry with his 
service to emergency responders, 
providing spiritual care and trauma-
informed support to responders as 
they wrestle with the diffi cult parts 
of their work. 

“I’m always about trying to help 
organizations work together. To me 
that’s what community is and that’s 
the only way we’re going to continue 
to move through these changing and 
stormy times, by working together,” 
Elwell said. “Learning to work 
together in a collaborative and 
compassionate way is what makes 
all the difference, so I’ve sought out 
opportunities to make that happen.” 

Since 2006, Elwell has served as 
Chaplain for multiple emergency 
service departments in the state 
including the Vermont State 
Firefi ghters Association, where he 
now serves as vice president, and 
the Vermont State Police Members 
Assistance Team. He also served as 
president of the Vermont Voluntary 
Organizations Active in Disaster 
from 2011 to 2013, a forum 
that shares and offers resources 
for disaster survivors and their 
communities. 

In addition to his work at the 
state level, Elwell has served local 
emergency responders. He’s also 
gotten to know the community 
through his work as pastor of 
Bristol Federated Church. He said 
he’s grown to love the Bristol 
community in and outside of his 

work in the church. 
“Bristol is an easy community to 

connect with,” Elwell said. “I just 
really love the people of this area.” 

Throughout his 14 years in the 
Bristol 5-town area, he said he’s 
felt supported by the community 
members he was appointed to serve. 

“The church supported me 
through a divorce, through raising 
my kids during their teenage years, 
through remarriage and through 
giving me an opportunity to really 
care for this area.” 

The decision to step away from 
his time in Bristol came when the 
opportunity arose to move back to 
his hometown of Bennington.

“My dad’s getting older, and I 
want to be able to enjoy what time 
I can with him, so that’s defi nitely 
been a big factor of all of this,” 
Elwell said. “I look forward to 
being closer to family.” 

Elwell said his primary reason for 
leaving is due to how his work with 
emergency service departments has 
grown into a full-time job. 

“Ultimately my work with fi rst 
responders and people in crisis, 
that’s kind of taken over,” Elwell 
said. 

Elwell will continue his work 
with the Vermont State Police as 
part of the Member’s Assistance 
Team, providing teaching in the 
wellness area out of the Shaftsbury 
barracks. Elwell is also working in 
the emergency services program of 
Bennington’s United Counseling 
Service, an organization whose 
mission he feels passionately about. 

“It’s an amazing, community-
based nonprofi t. It provides services 
and I really appreciate their outlook 
on caring for people,” Elwell said. 
“It’s really rewarding work.”

He’ll also be continuing his work 
in ministry back in Bennington 
County, serving on Sunday 
mornings at the Pownal United 
Methodist Church. 

Though he’s headed back to 
Bennington County, Elwell said 
he’ll always be tied to the Bristol 
5-town area, especially now that his 
son, Will Elwell, recently bought a 
house in Starskboro and serves as 
deputy chief on the Bristol Rescue 
Squad. 

Longtime Bristol pastor returns to Bennington

said. “He’s just a steady resource for 
our organization for the 14 years he 
was with us. He will be missed and 
hopefully he continues his work in 
the fi re service.”

Elwell’s work in local emergency 
services extended far beyond his 
role as a fi refi ghter. During his time 
in Bristol, he served in the Addison 
County Firefi ghters Association as 
chair of the group that handles the 
association’s regional fi re schools 
and as part of the association’s 
funeral assistance team. 

Elwell also led the Bristol Fire 
Facility Committee, a group that was 
charged with the task of designing 
the town’s new fi re station on West 
Street back in 2015. LaRose said 
Elwell played an essential role in 
facilitating the community project.

“He was that calm voice, that 
voice of reason. Bill had the 
ability to help bring people on very 
opposite sides together to see the 
positive and negative of a particular 
thing we might have been working 
on. That was a huge undertaking,” 
said LaRose. 

Elwell’s work in the fi re service 
began long before his work in the 
church. Elwell said while growing 
up in Bennington, he began 
volunteering for the Bennington Fire 
Department at the age of 14. 

“My parents were in the middle of 
a divorce, and I was living around 
the corner from the volunteer fi re 

BILL  ELWELL
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Climate matters
Perspectives on Change

23rd in a series
By LISE ANDERSON

As many Vermonters become more aware of 
the climate impacts of traditional grass mowing, 
at Cornwall Orchards Bed and Breakfast we’re 
exploring alternate approaches. We bought 
our property in 2017, and since then we have 
experimented with changes in mowing to lessen 
our environmental impact, improve the grounds 
and provide better pollinator habitat. Enhancing 
the poetic views from the back deck throughout 
the year has been a favorite project — we are 
a bed and breakfast after all. We have tried 
different things and observed the results. Here’s 
a quick summary of what we’ve discovered.

We regularly mow close to the house, paths in 
the meadow and around fruit trees and gardens. 
Our first big change was to try mowing our 
four-acre meadow annually instead of twice a 
year, as previous owners had. Then, thinking 
it would attract more wildlife, we shifted to 
mowing the meadow every two years. This 
included areas that had been lawn, areas that 
had been annually mown and some that had 
been semi-annually mown before we moved 
here. With one exception. Based on research 
from the University of Guelph, we mowed an 
easy-to-observe section of common milkweed in 
late July to provide fresh late summer leaves for 
monarch caterpillars to munch on.

Well, the two-year “no-mow” experiment did 
not meet our goals. Areas that had been mowed 
lawn became thick-thatched and lumpy terrain 

where the vole population exploded. Invasive 
honeysuckle (hiding but well rooted) spread in 
areas that were previously mowed annually and 
grew big and woody, creating shelter for... voles 
(and others) resulting in more work cutting and 
pulling the stumps. 

On the other hand, we welcomed old-field 
succession tree species — sumac, choke and 
black cherry, gray dog wood, red oak and ash 
— in a few areas, and now avoid mowing these 
two-to-three shrubby “islands.” A subterranean 
apple tree came up close to the house, too 
(a seedling or old orchard stump that I since 
successfully grafted with a family heirloom 
apple from Connecticut, but that’s another story). 
As for diversity, we have at least four species of 
goldenrod, three clumps of wild asparagus, thin-
leaved cone flower and at least three different 
asters.

All this experimentation added to the texture 
of our meadow view and provided more forage 
for wildlife. Guests can meander the paths and 
watch butterflies and bluebirds. It saved us 
money and time as well. Although I have to 
confess it does add some hassle for the guy on 
the big tractor who comes to mow the meadow in 
straight lines in the fall: “Can you avoid this area 
and not mow over there…?”

If we had a smaller property, annual mowing 
— after asters bloom in the fall — would work 
nicely to encourage a diverse meadow. One 
would still need to hand-pull a few burdock, 
parsnip, garlic mustard and baby buckthorn. Not 

too big an effort.
At our scale 

of about four acres 
of meadow, though, it’s 
tougher, although because it’s so 
beautiful, we continue to mow once a year in the 
late fall. When we spot the invaders we wade in 
and hand-pull them. It’s a bunch of work. And 
while annual mowing thwarts the honeysuckle, 
we still have to wrestle a few big ones out every 
year. Thankfully our mowing contractor cleans 
his equipment between jobs (be sure to ask). This 
has helped us almost eliminate poison parsnip. 

Beware! The worst invasives can gain a 
foothold after two seasons. While we have learned 
to tolerate the pretty purple spotted knapweed, I 
suffer watching the marauding smooth bed straw 
prepare to flower twice a year. Some plants with 
value to pollinators and foragers out compete 
others, but this can be managed.

The result of our efforts? A late summer walk 
through our hilly field is now a colorful wonder, 
invasives and all! We have also reduced our 
gasoline consumption, improved soils and… 
sheltered enough voles and rabbits to keep their 
predators coming back for more.

—————
Lise Anderson co-owns Cornwall Orchards 

B&B, sustainably-focused lodging. She edits 
grants and articles remotely for the University of 
Michigan, where she worked for 20 years. She is 
an author, avid gardener and ecologist. 

Cutting back on mowing

By Susan Shea
As spring warms the water, a 

turtle, covered by leaves and mud at 
the bottom of a wetland 
where she hibernated 
for the winter, awakens. 
Emerging from the 
water, she basks on shore. 
The sun illuminates her 
bright yellow throat and 
her high, domed shell, or carapace, 
dark and shiny with light flecks. The 
underside of her shell, or plastron, 
is yellow with black patches around 
the edges. The plastron is hinged, 
so the turtle can retreat inside and 
partially close her shell. At 7 to 9 
inches long, she is much larger than 
the familiar painted turtle. This is 
a Blanding’s turtle, named for the 
early Pennsylvania physician and 
naturalist, William Blanding, who 
first described the species in the early 
1800s.

Rather secretive and seldom seen in 
the Northeast, Blanding’s turtles live 
in southernmost Maine, southeastern 
New Hampshire, and eastern 
Massachusetts. Small, isolated 
populations occur in New York and 
Pennsylvania. The Blanding’s turtle 
is listed as threatened or endangered 
in all of these northeastern states. 
These semi-aquatic turtles also 
inhabit the Great Lakes States and 
Upper Midwest where they have 
also become rare.

Leaving the wetland where she 
hibernated, the turtle trudges through 
the woods to a nearby vernal pool 
where frogs and salamanders breed. 

Here she spends weeks gorging 
on masses of amphibian eggs and 
tadpoles, satisfying most of her food 

requirements for the 
year. She also encounters 
other turtles of her kind, 
including males, and 
mates. Our turtle is 14 
years old, and has just 
reached sexual maturity.

Eventually, the female turtle leaves 
the vernal pool and travels a mile 
over land and via streams to a marsh 
where she has found frogs, snails, 
crawfish, and dragonfly nymphs to 
eat in past summers. She’s an agile 
swimmer and able to catch fish, too. 
In late June, she leaves the marsh to 
search for well-drained, sandy soil in 
a sunny location in which to lay her 
eggs.

For thousands of years, Blanding’s 
turtles have travelled between 
wetlands over the course of their 
annual lifecycles. Today, their habitat 
has been damaged and fragmented 
by development and roads, and 
fast-moving vehicles pose a grave 
danger to turtles. Fortunately, our 
turtle makes it safely across the road 
this year. If she is not hit by a car, she 
may live to be more than 75 years 
old. Blanding’s turtles have evolved 
a long lifespan to compensate for 
a late age of sexual maturity and 
relatively low fertility. The loss of 
even one female turtle can seriously 
impact the population.

The turtle digs a deep hole and 
deposits nine leathery eggs. Then 
she covers the hole and moves on to 

another wetland. If the eggs are not 
eaten by a skunk, raccoon, or other 
predator, the young will hatch two to 
four months later, depending on soil 
temperature. Vulnerable to predators 
and moving vehicles, they will head 
towards the nearest wetland.

By late summer, food supplies 
have diminished, and the female 
turtle becomes dormant under leaf 
litter in the woods for a few weeks. 
With the coming of fall rains, she’ll 
return to a pond or shrub swamp to 
hibernate. Concerned about their 
decline, wildlife agencies and others 
in the states where these turtles occur 

formed the Northeast Blanding’s 
Turtle Working Group in 2004 to 
assess populations and develop 
conservation plans. Since that time, 
several measures to protect turtles 
have been implemented. In New 
Hampshire, nest sites were created 
in an area of high turtle density by 
clearing openings in the forest near 
wetlands and hauling in sand to 
encourage turtles to nest there, rather 
than cross the road.

Many roads near wetlands now 
sport seasonal turtle crossing signs. 
In Massachusetts, wide tunnels with 
natural bottoms have been installed 

beneath roads that were hot spots 
for turtle mortality, accompanied 
by fencing to guide Blanding’s 
and other rare turtles towards the 
passages. In southern Maine, a shelf 
with a natural substrate was created 
below an interstate highway bridge 
and a tunnel was recently installed 
under another busy road that bisects 
wetlands used by Blanding’s turtles. 
Because they use both wetlands and 
upland forests, Blanding’s turtles 
do best in large, undeveloped forest 
blocks with wetland complexes, 
and the permanent conservation of 
these areas is a high priority. With 

conservation action, hopefully these 
unique turtles will continue to find a 
home in the Northeast.

Susan Shea is a naturalist, 
writer, and conservationist based in 
Vermont. Illustration by Adelaide 
Murphy Tyrol. The Outside Story 
is assigned and edited by Northern 
Woodlands magazine and sponsored 
by the Wellborn Ecology Fund of 
the New Hampshire Charitable 
Foundation: www.nhcf.org. This 
piece received additional support 
from the Arthur Getz Trust, Citizens 
Bank, N.A.

From wetlands to woods
Blanding’s turtle makes 
their annual journey
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Field hockey
(Continued from Page 1A)

MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE FIELD hockey coach Katharine DeLorenzo instructs Indian hockey player 
Priyanka Kumari on better stick work.

Independent photo/Steve James

LOCAL COACH RACHEL PAUMBO LEADS Indian athletes Henrita Toppo, left, Pundi Saru, Juhi Kumari and Priyanka Kumari through a routine of stretching before a recent 
practice at Middlebury College’s Alumni Stadium.

Independent photo/Steve James

“We are working hard to help 
them simply envision what 
the world could offer them,” 
DeLorenzo said. 

Shakti Vahini, an aid organization 
dedicated to strengthening women 
and children’s rights in India, 
recruited the girls back in 2018 
from around Jharkhand, a state that 
struggles with extreme poverty 
and has been a hub for human 
trafficking, forced labor and 
childhood marriage.

Jharkhand is also a hotspot for 
field hockey, the national sport in 
India, with many of the national 
team players coming from the 
region, including Nikki Pradhan, 
one of the most popular players in 
the country. 

When the first camp started, the 
girls knew only that it was a field 
hockey camp and knew nothing 
about the broader goals of the 
program. 

It came about because Baishaki 
Taylor, then vice president of 
student affairs at Middlebury 
College, had a connection to the 
consulate in Kolkatta (formerly 
Calcutta). In 2018 she met with 
a representative there who was 
looking for women who would 
spearhead a project to teach field 
hockey to girls in East India.

Taylor reached out to 
DeLorenzo, who has won four field 
hockey national championships at 
Middlebury. She, in turn, recruited 
some Middlebury field hockey 
alumni as well as her assistant 
coach Rachel Paumbo to go to 
Ranchi and lead a field hockey 
camp. 

The camp ran in November 2018 
and January 2020 for about a week 
each time. More than 100 young 
women lived in a dormitory, got to 
the field for practice at 7 a.m. and 
didn’t go back to the dorm until 
dark. After practicing field hockey 
fundamentals with Middlebury 
players and coaches, the Shakti 
Vahini sponsors supplemented the 
program by educating the young 
women on human trafficking. 
The camp in 2020 also included 
Middlebury College students as 
part of the J Term Bold Scholar 
program, in which a group of 
students taught English in an 
elementary school. 

The program is currently funded 
through Shakti Vahini and the 
U.S. State Department’s Sports 
Diplomacy program, but in the 
future, the goal is for Middlebury 
College to deepen its involvement 
and funding for the program to 
continue the camps. 

Paumbo described that first trip 
to Ranchi as “life changing.”

“My main thing is gratitude for 
the opportunity to share in the 
project and to use hockey to be a 
bridge between cultures, and pay 
attention to women and to attempt 
to empower them and inspire 
confidence, which is a lot of fun,” 
she said. 
PLAYERS WITHOUT SHOES

Anna Kenyon, who played field 
hockey for Middlebury College 
and graduated in 2016, is also 
one of the leaders of the program. 
She and Paumbo described the 
first time they went to Ranchi and 
discovered that many of the young 
women did not have shoes, and 
all of their pinnies (lightweight 
jerseys worn in sports scrimmages 
to tell the teams apart) had the 
same number on them.

“Logistically, we 
were going a million 
miles an hour from 
5 a.m. to 11 p.m., 
just doing everything 
we could in order 
to create something 
out of nothing. And 
anything we asked for, 
someone was going to 
find a way to make it 
work,” said Kenyon. 

They were able 
to return with more 
resources on the 
second trip. It was 
also significant to the 
people there that the 
same people from the 
first trip had all come 
back. 

Kenyon described 
asking a translator 
how to say “girl 
power”; after a pause 
she learned it was 
“nari shakti.” She then had the 
girls huddle and, on the count 
of three, they all shouted, “Nari 
shakti!” 

“It’s kind of impossible to 
describe how amazing it was to 

hear these young women shout 
‘girl power,’” Kenyon said. 
“They’re not meant to talk, they’re 
not meant to feel powerful. That’s 

not really allowed 
for them, as far as 
what we’ve been told 
by our partners at 
Shakti Vahini. That 
concept of women’s 
empowerment is pretty 
foreign.” 

There is a lot of 
social support for field 
hockey in Jharkhand, 
making it a useful tool 
for empowerment, 
according to Kenyon. 

Kenyon described 
the young Indian 
women’s constant 
energy, including 
singing in the car ride 
home from playing 
field hockey. 

“Hockey is 
absolutely their 
favorite thing, and you 
can just tell,” she said. 

And they’ll do 
anything to be able to 

play. 
“When I was selected to play 

field hockey, I didn’t have a 
stick to play. My mother said we 
didn’t have money to buy it. I 
used funding at my school to get 
a hockey stick. I didn’t have the 
money to travel to the field to play, 
so I bought a bicycle with a lot of 
hardships,” said Priyanka Kumari

Their visit marks the first time 

these women have left their 
villages. Kenyon described a 
remarkable curiosity around 
learning English and meeting new 
people, accompanied with the 
challenges of homesickness and 
difficulty with the language and 
food. 

“The women in the village, any 
female has to wear fully covered 
clothes. I got a bit of a culture 
shock because here in the U.S. 
people do wear everything,” said 
Toppo.

The young women are 
accompanied by Subhashni Kant, 
the lead translator for the East 
India Hockey Project, and Surabhi 
Shivpuri, the East India Hockey 
Project Program chaperone and 
Law Officer. While here, they will 
have 10 days of intensive English 
language training taught for two 
hours each day.

They are also taking self-
defense courses with Marcus Kim, 
and working with Middlebury’s 
oratory department to develop 
public speaking and oratory skills. 

As for field hockey, there is daily 
running, lifting and field hockey 
skills work. They are participating 
in the “Game On” field hockey 
league in greater Burlington at 
UVM and St. Michael’s College. 

The young women are also 
getting a broader taste of American 
society and culture. They got a 
tour of Vermont Statehouse in 
Montpelier on July 5 with former 
state legislator Albert Perry, who 
represented Richford in the capital 

but now resides in Middlebury. 
They will also take a trip to Boston 
on July 8 to see a Red Sox-Yankees 
baseball game, courtesy of Red 
Sox President Sam Kennedy. 

They will conclude the trip in 
Washington, D.C., as guests of 
Patti Hoffman, former U.S. Consul 
General in Kolkata, India, and 
David Kennedy, a former official 
in the U.S. Embassy in New Delhi.

The young field hockey players 
will depart for home on July 12. 

Paumbo said selecting the 
five women who could come to 
Vermont was difficult, but they 
were limited to a small number. 
And the goal is for these young 
women to go back and make an 
impact on their communities. 

Kenyon and Paumbo 
recognized that they couldn’t 
make big changes themself, but 
instead, they could make changes 
through the young women 
sharing what they learned with 
their communities.

“We need them,” said Paumbo. 
Through Kant, the young women 

all expressed their gratitude to be 
here, and their excitement to go 
back home to urge everyone they 
know — and everyone they don’t 
know — to go to hockey camp so 
they can do well and learn English. 

“I hope even more coaches can 
come (from other colleges) as well 
as Katharine in the future,” said 
Purnima Neti. 

Juhi Kumari added: “I hope 
even more people can do it, and do 
even better than me in the future.” 

for the Vermont Department of 
Liquor and Lottery.

Vermont will receive 6% of the 
proceeds from the payout in taxes, 
which, if the winner accepts their 
money in annuity, will come out to 
about $22 million. 

However, the previous 60 
winners have all chosen to receive 
their money in cash, with the last 
winner choosing annuity in 2014. 

The Jolley chain will also benefit 
from the jackpot. The retailers that 
sell winning Powerball tickets 
receive bonuses for prizes worth 
more than $500. Retailers receive 
1% of the proceeds, which would 
be $3 million in this case, except 
that bonuses are capped at $30,000.

“You can’t win if you don’t 
play,” said Shawn Bartlett, general 
m a n a g e r 
of Jolley 
Associates in 
a press release. 
“It’s good to 
see someone 
have a Jolley 
day.” 

Deb Alger, 
manager of the 
Jolley chain in 
Middlebury, 
who has 
worked there 
for 28 years, 
spoke to how 
exciting this 
is for the store 
and the local 
community. 

“It’s a 
positive that 
this town has 
needed,” said Alger. “I hope it’s 
someone that has been coming in 
here for a while. It would be really 
cool if it was one of our regular 
customers.”

The Powerball Jackpot requires 
six matching numbers in order 
to win, giving the player a 1 in 
292,202,338 chance of winning. 
The likelihood that the winner 
buys their ticket in Vermont is 
even smaller, with only about 2 
million tickets sold in Vermont 
last year. 

This week’s winning numbers, 
which were drawn on the evening 
of June 29, were 08, 40, 49, 58, 63 
and the Powerball was 14.

Powerball lottery tickets are 
sold in 45 states, Washington, 
D.C., Puerto Rico and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands.

Fourteen states have won more 
than 10 times, with Indiana leading 
the pack with 39. Arkansas, 
Virginia and Washington have also 
only won once, with nine other 
participating states yet to sell the 
winning ticket.

This was the fourth Powerball 
jackpot won this year, with the 
other lucky tickets purchased in 
Arizona, Connecticut, California 
and Wisconsin (separate California 
and Wisconsin tickets shared the 
total prize).

Commissioner Knight hopes 
the win will generate lottery 
excitement within the state, 
though she urges people to play 
responsibly and seek help through 
their partnership with the Howard 
Center, if they think they have 
gambling problems. 

Deputy Commissioner Andrew 
Collier also issued a press release 
on the victory.

“The Vermont Lottery is thrilled 
to have our first ever Powerball 
Jackpot winner in Vermont. This 
is an exciting win for Vermont 
lottery players, the Education 
Fund, and the state.” 

Winner 
(Continued from Page 1A)

“It’s a 
positive that 
this town 
has needed. 
I hope it’s 
someone 
that has 
been coming 
in here for 
a while. It 
would be 
really cool 
if it was 
one of our 
regular 
customers.”

— Deb Alger
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“Logistically, 
we were 
going a million 
miles an hour 
from 5 a.m. 
to 11 p.m., 
just doing 
everything 
we could in 
order to create 
something out 
of nothing. 
And anything 
we asked for, 
someone was 
going to find a 
way to make 
it work.”

—  Anna Kenyon
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Valleywide Veterinary Services is excited to introduce
Dr. Stephanie Bandoski  as the newest member of our veterinary team.

2562 Vt Rt 22A, Bridport, VT 05734  •  802-758-6888

Dr. Stephanie Bandoski 
is originally from Western 
Massachusetts, where she grew 
up with dogs, cats, and horses. 
She studied at the University of 
Rochester and spent her summers 
working with a large animal vet. 
This is where she fell in love with 
the dairy industry. She graduated 
from Cornell University’s College 
of Veterinary Medicine in 2022 
focusing on production medicine. 
When she’s not working, you’ll find 
Steph outside running, hiking, 
or kayaking with her main 
adventure buddy, Buttons, 
her cat. Please join us 
in welcoming Steph to 
Vermont!

by 25% by 2028. 
• Phase out direct fossil fuel 

investments in the endowment, 
reducing the value of these 
investments by 50% by 2027 and 
by 100% by 2034. 

• Prepare students to address 
the climate crisis by incorporating 
the Energy2028 initiative into the 
college’s educational mission.  

Lauren Gemery, a 
senior at Middlebury 
College majoring in 
conservation biology, 
said she and other 
Middlebury students 
are happy to see 
the college making 
progress in achieving 
these climate goals.  

“In reading that 
update, there is 
definitely a lot that 
the college has been 
working on and that is 
amazing,” Gemery said. 
PROGRESS MADE 

The update lists steps taken 
in the college’s goal of shifting 
to 100% renewable energy use, 
which include the construction 
of a 5MW solar array, being 
completed on Middlebury’s South 
Street Extension. The solar array 
is expected to go online by 2023, 
providing the college with 40% of 
its electricity. 

Another effort to increase 
renewable energy use was made 
through the construction of 
an anaerobic digester, which 
converts food waste and manure 
into methane that is then cleaned 
and put into a pipeline to provide 
energy for the college. The digester 
was built on the Goodrich Family 
Farm in Salisbury and completed in 
2021. The college’s June 9 update 
specified the digester will work 
in conjunction with its biomass 
system (which uses wood chips as 

fuel) to heat the campus with 100% 
renewable fuel. 

The college’s update also 
announced a 10% reduction in 
overall energy consumption in 
between 2018 and fiscal year 2021. 
Among the measures taken to 
achieve this reduction were:

• Energy efficiency upgrades 
made in McCardell Bicentennial, 
Munroe and Warner halls.

• Installation of 
new point-of-use 
smart controls, where 
heating/cooling in 
an unoccupied room 
reverts to a lower 
setting to reduce 
energy use. 

• Installation of 
energy-efficient LED 
lights around campus. 

• Repair of the 
college’s steam 
distribution lines. 

Meanwhile, the 
college has reduced its fossil fuel 
investments by 11% from 2018 
to 2021. The college also listed 
steps to address the climate crisis 
through its educational mission, 
including the development of a new 
campus energy webpage, funding 
internships and fellowships based 
in climate work, and the addition of 
climate change topics into courses 
offered across various disciplines.  
STILL WORK TO BE DONE 

Members of the Climate 
Economy Action Center of 
Addison County (CEAC), a 
nonprofit committed to reducing 
local greenhouse gas emissions, 
said Middlebury College is 
setting an important example by 
working to meet these climate 
goals. 

“Overall, Middlebury 
College has shown strong 
leadership through its Energy 
2028 initiative. In particular, 
CEAC lauds the recent progress 

made in developing renewable 
solar electrical energy and in 
increased energy conservation 
and efficiency,” CEAC board 
members wrote in a recent, group 
statement to the Independent. 

Board members went on to say 
the college could take their work 
a step further. 

“The college could make even 
more of an impact on the climate 
crisis, however, if it adjusted its 
initiatives to focus not just on 
energy, but on greenhouse gasses 
(GHGs). Transportation is one 
sector with a large GHG impact, 
and the college could do more 
to limit vehicles on campus and 
to support alternatives to gas-
guzzling cars.” 

Gemery also echoed the call for 
the college to incorporate more 
in its environmentalist efforts, 
specifically the inclusion of social 
justice advocacy in these efforts. 

“I think that they’re 
starting to incorporate more 
are the social justice aspect 
of environmentalism, but 
meaningfully incorporating those 
aspects into the plan is going 
to be really important. There’s 
been important conversation 
about incorporating land 
acknowledgements, and that’s 
been met with mixed results from 
the college,” she said. 

Gemery also said she’s hoping 
the college can meet the goals 
they’ve set out, as there is no time 
to waste in fighting the climate 
crisis. 

“There’s been worries among 
students that we are behind on 
the plan,” Gemery said. “I do 
think there needs to be a to be a 
more concerted effort on a lot of 
the fronts on Energy2028 if we’re 
going to meet goals, and just 
with the climate crisis in general 
there’s no reason that we should 
be moving slowly.”

College
(Continued from Page 1A)

By MARIN HOWELL 
MIDDLEBURY — 

Addison County residents and 
organizations now have access 
to a list of steps they can take in 
fighting the climate crisis at the 
local level. 

These steps are included in the 
first edition of a Climate Action 
Plan published on June 14 by the 
Climate Economy Action Center 
of Addison County (CEAC), a 
nonprofit organization working to 
promote a healthy, local economy 
while achieving reductions in 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions.

CEAC began putting together 
a Climate Action Plan, or CAP, 
for Addison County in 2021. 
The organization identified the 
three main contributors of GHG 
emissions in Addison County for 
2017: agriculture and forestry, 
transportation, and buildings and 
energy. 

The plan, in accordance with 
the goals of the Vermont Global 
Warming Solutions Act (2020) 
and Vermont Climate Action Plan 
(2021), identifies a goal for Addison 
County to reduce local GHG 
emissions by 50% below 2017 
levels by 2030. To achieve this 
goal, the plan addresses each of the 
three top contributors of local GHG 
emissions and proposes strategies 
for how to reduce GHG emissions 
in these areas. 

The local Climate Action Plan 
is filled with practical steps that 
town governments and individuals 
can take to address climate change. 
Some of the specific strategies 
outlined include: 

• Strategy BE 1: Increase the 
proportion of existing residential 
and commercial and industrial 
buildings that are 100% electrified 
(with no on-site fossil fuel 
combustion except as emergency 
backup) to 50% by 2030.

• Strategy TE 1: Decrease 
consumption of gasoline and diesel 
fuel for equipment and vehicles by 
25% from 2017 to 2030.

• Strategy AF 1: Increase the 
share of farms using high feed 
efficiency practices. 

Outlining ways for Vermonters to 
make a change is an important first 
step in addressing the global climate 
crisis, according to Sally Burrell, 
former CEAC board member 
and chair of the Bristol Energy 
Committee. She said there’s a lot 
of change that can happen at the 
local level, and this plan hopefully 
helps Addison County residents to 
see that. 

“I think it’s so important for us to 
each feel like we can do something,” 
Burrell said. “People really want to 
help out, and actions in this plan can 
help find ways to do that. 

“It doesn’t have to be in this plan, 
the plan itself might inspire them.” 

The CAP identifies ways for 
Addison County to reduce local 
GHG emissions such as through 
improved energy efficiency, 
driving fewer miles, switching 
from fossil fuels to renewable 
energy, sequestration of carbon in 
agricultural soils, and offsetting. 

The plan goes a step further to 
identify how residents can achieve 
these reductions. It puts out three 
general approaches for encouraging 
individuals, businesses and 
organizations to meet ambitious 
GHG reduction goals. Those 
approaches are regulation, financial 
incentives and collaboration. 

The CAP spells out many 
examples for each of these 
approaches. For example, a 
regulation could be stronger energy 
components of state building codes 
with enhanced local enforcement. 
An example of a financial incentive 
is rebates or direct subsidies for 
purchases of electric vehicles, 
weatherization services, or cold-
climate heat pumps. And an 
example of partners involved in 
collaboration includes architects, 
builders, managers of commercial 
buildings and multifamily housing 
complexes, and town officials. 

This newly released edition of 
the plan builds upon an earlier 
draft published in February of this 
year, incorporating input the CEAC 
received from the Addison County 
community members. 

After releasing the initial draft of 
the plan, CEAC asked for feedback 
from the community. CEAC 
hosted five meetings following the 
publication of the CAP draft. Two 
meetings were open to general 
feedback on the plan and the other 
three focused on each of the areas 
addressed in the plan. 

CEAC board member Richard 
Hopkins said these meetings 
were well attended, with 10 
to 25 community members at 
each. The CEAC Core Climate 
Action Planning Team identified 
major themes from these public 
discussions, such as how to 
measure effectiveness of methods 

for reducing GHG emissions, 
transitioning to electric vehicles 
and identifying sustainable 
alternatives for sector-specific 
practices. 

The planning team used this 
input to revise the plan, though 
Hopkins said much of the CAP 
remains the same. 

“Although we worked diligently 
on rewriting the plan, the substance 
of it did not change that much. 
Most of what changed was in the 
introductory material.” 

The planning committee intends 
to continue revising the plan in 
the future, writing in the plan’s 
introduction that they “consider 
local climate planning and action to 
be ongoing activities,” and intend to 
continuously return to the plan. 

Now that the plan is out, members 
of the planning team are hoping the 
document shows Addison County 
residents and decision makers 
what they can do to reduce local 
GHG emissions. Burrell said she 
hopes the CAP makes it easier for 
Vermonters to find their place in 
fighting the climate crisis. 

“What I’d like to see is that people 
and businesses and organizations 
can find in that new plan where they 
can be involved in caring for the 
earth through a variety of actions. 
It’s hard for people, organizations, 
selectboards to figure out how to 
be a part of changing the climate. 
Seeing a list of actions gives them 
an idea,” Burrell said. 

The next step will be expanding 
these efforts from the individual 
level to being a community-wide 
effort. Hopkins said working at the 
community level is an essential part 
of tackling the climate crisis. 

“These are often community 
decisions and not only individual 
actions. Individual action is 
important but it’s not enough to get 
us where we need to go,” Hopkins 
said. 

The organization is planning to 
host a summit for Addison County 
residents and organizations this 
fall, further educating community 
members on how they can help 
reduce local GHG emissions. Those 
interested can sign up online at 
tinyurl.com/CEACsummit to be 
updated on the time and location of 
the summit when that is determined. 

At that signup, individuals can 
volunteer to help organize the event, 
offer to present at the summit, 
work on a specific project or lead a 
specific project, in addition to just 
signing up to attend.

Monet, live
A DRAGONFLY ALIGHTS on a water lily seemingly plucked from Monet’s Giverny lily pond.  

“In reading that 
update, there 
is definitely 
a lot that the 
college has 
been working 
on and that is 
amazing.” 
— Lauren Gemery, 

a senior at 
Middlebury College

Climate plan offers steps to curb warming
See the Climate Action 

Plan online at tinyurl.com/
ClimateActionPlan2022

MIDDLEBURY — The 
members of St. Stephen’s 
Episcopal Church are celebrating 
the 75th anniversary of their annual 
community fundraiser, Peasant 
Market, this year on Saturday, 
July 9, from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. on the 
Middlebury town green.

Beginning just after World War 
II, the church has been holding 
its giant fair almost every year 
without interruption. “While we 
did take off a year for the worst of 
the pandemic” said Linda Horn, 
co-chair of Peasant Market 2022, 
“we’re thrilled to be back at full 
strength.”

One change from pre-pandemic 
years will keep all activities 
outdoors. “Although infection 
rates are down, we still wanted to 

be cautious about inviting large 
numbers of people into an enclosed 
space” said Horn, “so we’ve opted 
to have all of our events outside 
again this year.” That means that 
some items such as books and 
clothing won’t be offered. “We 
want to ensure a safe and fun 
environment for all,” says Horn.

Peasant Market is near and dear 
to the members of St. Stephen’s 
because it is the core of their 
community outreach program. 
Over the past ten years St. Stephen’s 
has awarded over $160,000 in 
community grants with funds 
raised by Peasant Market. This 
year’s grants provided $22,000 
to local nonprofits that address 
the needs of children and youth 
and food insecurity. Awardees 

included Addison Central Teens, 
H.O.P.E., Have a Heart Food 
Shelf, Mary Johnson Childcare 
Services, Addison County Readers, 
Middlebury Area Land Trust, and 
Otter Creek Child Center.

The market features booths full of 
jewelry, toys, sporting goods, plants 
and garden accessories, fabric and 
linens, antiques and collectibles, 
baked fruit pies (as featured in the 
New York Times) and a wide variety 
of assorted household goods. 
Lemonade and Mexican food will 
be available as well.

For more information on 
the event visit the website at 
ststephensmidd.org or call the 
church office at 802-388-7200 
between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m., 
Monday through Friday.

Peasant Market set on town green this Saturday
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 ANTIQUES  •  JEWELRY
PUZZLES & BOARD GAMES
WHITE ELEPHANT ITEMS

 LINENS • GARDEN
CHILDREN’S ITEMS & TOYS

 HOMEMADE PIES
SILENT AUCTION 

HAND SQUEEZED LEMONADE
MEXICAN FOOD

SPORTING GOODS

OVER $22,000
WENT TO SUPPORT
LOCAL CHARITABLE 
EFFORTS LAST YEAR

For more information visit 
STSTEPHENSMIDD.ORG

Saturday, July 9, 2022 
9:00 AM-1:00 PM

By MARIN HOWELL 
MIDDLEBURY — While most 

Middlebury College students were 
packing up their dorm rooms to 
head home for the summer, a 
handful of students involved in the 
MiddWorks for Vermont Summer 
Internship Fellows Program were 
preparing to stay in town for 
another eight weeks as they pursue 
a summer internship. 

MiddWorks is a program offered 
through Middlebury 
College’s Center for 
Careers and Internships 
(CCI) designed to fund 
an eight-week internship 
for students working at 
Vermont businesses and 
nonprofits. 

Amy Gibans 
McGlashan, director of 
Academic Outreach and 
Special Projects at CCI, 
said the program’s goals 
for students are two-fold. 

“One goal is exposing 
students to a summer in 
Vermont and what it’s 
like to work in Vermont. 
Our hope is that they fall 
in love with it and that 
they’ll stay as graduates 
or come back,” she said. 

The second goal is to introduce 
students to issues the state is facing, 
particularly due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

“We want students to be exposed 
to these issues so that they care 
about them, but also working 
at organizations that make a 
difference,” she said. 

Internships through the program 
were offered at 21 Vermont 
organizations including the state 
Agency of Education, the Vermont 
Program for Quality in Health 
Care and the Opportunities Credit 
Union. The organizations selected 
to employ students through 
MiddWorks were chosen because 
of how their work promotes “a 
robust Vermont economy and 
skilled workforce, a just Vermont 
society and equitable access to 
excellence in education,” among 

other missions. 
This summer is the first year 

MiddWorks has been offered in 
its entirety, though last summer 
CCI launched a pilot version of 
the program. This year’s program 
has received a lot of interest from 
both students and employers. 
McGlashan said an estimated 84 
students applied to fill the program’s 
25 originally offered internships. 

Because many employers didn’t 
want to turn students 
away, they asked the 
college for the ability 
to hire more than one 
intern. As a result, a 
total of 34 Middlebury 
College students are 
interning at Vermont 
organizations across 
the Middlebury and 
Burlington area this 
summer. 

Among students 
working in Middlebury 
this summer is 
Aidan Shepardson, 
a rising junior and 
environmental policy 
major at Middlebury. 
Through MiddWorks, 
he is joining the team at 
the Climate Economy 

Action Center of Addison County, 
known as CEAC, to help implement 
some of the center’s climate action 
plans for the county. 

Shepardson is designing an 
electrification outreach campaign, 
educating property owners in 
Addison County about the benefits 
of moving away from the use of 
fossil fuels and toward cleaner 
energy sources that use electricity 
produced through renewable 
sources to heat and cool their 
homes. Some of these cleaner 
energy sources are solar, wind 
and other forms of zero-carbon 
electricity. 

He said his work at the Climate 
Economy Action Center is giving 
him an idea of what it’s like to 
address climate issues in the 
nonprofit and public sector and 
introducing him to the resources 

Addison County, speaks with 
local government officials and 
attends community events to 
gauge interest and determine the 
likelihood of putting public art on 
silos throughout the county. 

He said the work he’s doing is 
a perfect blend of his interests as 
both a political science major and 
art history minor, and he’s hoping 
his work has tangible results for 
both himself and the Addison 
County community. 

“I think it’d be really cool to see 
this project and this internship turn 
into an actual public art project,” 
said Silverman. “The coolest thing 
about the MiddWorks program is 
connecting Middlebury students 
with the Vermont workforce, and 
every day I feel like I’m working 
toward that goal. Specifically 
for my project, as I am talking to 
people, the interest (in public art 
projects) starts to build and more 
people start to think about the 
project I’m working on.” 

Outside his work at the Vermont 
Creative Network, Silverman 
said the MiddWorks program is 
allowing him to enjoy a summer in 
Middlebury. 

“Part of the Middlebury 
experience is a summer on 
campus. It’s all of the good 
things about Middlebury; all 
of your friends on campus and 
good weather,” said Silverman, 
adding that the opportunity to 
stay in Vermont for the summer is 
beginning to convince him to stay 
after graduation. 

“It seems like every day I’m 
here it becomes more and more 
likely.” 

Silverman isn’t the only 
MiddWorks intern falling in love 
with Vermont this summer. Rose 
Robinson, a studio art major and 
also a rising junior at Middlebury, 
said she’s always thought about 
staying in Vermont after graduation, 
but this summer is starting to 
solidify that idea. 

“I think I do want to stay in 
Vermont after graduation,” she said. 
“The more time I spend here, the 
more I want to keep living here.” 

This summer Robinson is 
interning at Shelburne Museum, 
working with the museum’s 
collections department to assess 
and catalog vintage handkerchiefs. 
She said her work at the museum 
is introducing her to possible career 
paths in the art world and, like her 
fellow MiddWorks interns, she 
is grateful for the opportunity the 
program has given her to extend her 
work at Middlebury off-campus. 

“I was looking for something 
this summer having to do with 
art, since that’s where my interest 
is,” said Robinson. “Because the 
studio arts department here (at 
Middlebury College) is pretty 
small, I’m really excited to do 
some personal studying of art and 
inspiration-seeking on my own 
this summer.” 

Editor’s note: The Addison 
Independent has MiddWorks 
interns this summer. If you’ve 
got a story you’d like them to 
follow up, send a note to news@
addisonindependent.com.

Middlebury students intern around Addison County

available for doing so in Vermont. 
“This is one of my first internship 

opportunities, and I knew I wanted 
to do something with the climate. 
This is a great way to work with 
a nonprofit but also get a sense of 
what working in the public sector 
looks like as I’m working with 
different Vermont agencies,” said 
Shepardson. “MiddWorks has been 
a great asset in terms of exposing 
me to the amount of industry there 
is in Vermont where I didn’t realize 
there was before.”

Through his work at the CEAC, 
Shepardson is also collaborating 
with the Addison County Regional 
Planning Commission to put 
together comprehensive resources 
for low-income Addison County 
residents regarding the efficiency 
and tax-reduction benefits of 
electrifying their home. 

Shepardson said he’d like to 
take this work a step further to 
help Addison County residents by 
putting together an online summit 

where residents can hear from 
utility providers and other experts 
about the environmental and 
monetary benefits of switching to 
electric-powered appliances and 
HVAC in their homes. 

“My job is tied to the local 
community and in a place like 
Vermont, that has so many 
resources and subsidies with 
so many resources going to 
environmentalism,” he said. “I 
want to lean on those resources to 
provide Addison County residents 
with information for how to have 
more efficiency and sustainability 
in their lives.” 
ART ON SILOS

Middlebury rising junior Shane 
Silverman is also staying in 
town for the summer. Through 
MiddWorks, he is working with 
the Vermont Creative Network to 
conduct a feasibility study on silo 
transformations in Addison County. 
Each day Silverman surveys 
silos and silo-like structures in 

ROSE ROBINSON is a studio art major at Middlebury College. This 
summer, she is exploring potential career paths in studio art through 
the MiddWorks for Vermont Summer Internship Fellows Program by 
interning at Shelburne Museum. 

Photo courtesy of Rose Robinson 

AIDAN SHEPARDSON IS one of 34 Middlebury College students 
participating in this year’s MiddWorks for Vermont Summer Internship 
Fellows Program. The program is designed to give students an 
experience living and working in Vermont while furthering the 
missions of Vermont organizations. 

Photo courtesy of Aidan Shepardson 

SHANE SILVERMAN HAS been working with the Vermont Creative 
Network to conduct a feasibility study on silo transformations 
in Addison County as part of the MiddWorks Vermont Summer 
Internship Fellows Program. This year, 34 Middlebury College 
students are working at 21 different Vermont organizations through 
the program.  

Independent photo/Marin Howell 

MIDDLEBURY — The 
Henry Sheldon Museum 
is celebrating 50 years of 
the Stewart-Swift Research 
Center with an open house on 
Friday, July 8, from 1-7 p.m. 
The community is invited to 
venture behind the scenes of the 
Sheldon Archives and explore 
rarely displayed treasures from 
the archival collection. 

Archives on display will 
include: manuscript maps by 
Middlebury Female Academy 
students; the first newspaper 
published in Middlebury 
(1801), the first atlas printed 
in America, and the earliest 
representation of a same-sex 
couple in America (Charity 
Bryant and Sylvia Drake).

The Research Center was 
established in a newly built 
wing adjacent to the Henry 
Sheldon Museum in 1972 
thanks to the generosity of 
local benefactress Jessica 
Stewart Swift and the persistent 
efforts of Middlebury College 
professor Arthur K.D. Healy. 
Henry L. Sheldon, the founder 
of the Museum, diligently 
amassed the archival collection 
over a century ago, and it 
continues to be enriched by 
generations of conscientious 
donors. 

The center’s holdings 
document broadly and in 
depth the town of Middlebury 
and Addison County, but they 
also illuminate national and 
global histories. The archive is 
considered one of the richest in 
the state of Vermont.

The event is free and open 
to the public. Reservations 
are not required. The Sheldon 
Museum is located at One 
Park Street, Middlebury. 
For more information about 
the exhibits visit www.
HenrySheldonMuseum.org or 
call 802-388-2117.

 

MANUSCRIPT MAP BY 
Middlebury Female Academy 
student. Collection of Henry 
Sheldon Museum.

Photo/Sheldon Museum Archives 

Sheldon
Museum
open house
set July 8

“One goal 
is exposing 
students to 
a summer 
in Vermont 
and what it’s 
like to work 
in Vermont. 
Our hope is 
that they fall 
in love with 
it and that 
they’ll stay as 
graduates or 
come back.” 

— Amy Gibans 
McGlashan

Visit 802spirits.com for locations and details.
Not responsible for typographical errors

This ad is paid for by Vermont Liquor Brokers or individual companies.

SSAALLEESS  FFOORR  JJUULLYY  22002222
Items on sale July 1-31, 2022

CROWN ROYAL
750ML

SALE PRICE

$2699

SAVE $3.00

PINNACLE VODKA
1.75L

SALE PRICE

$1899

SAVE $6.00

SALE PRICE

$4999

SAVE $5.00

BACARDI  
SUPERIOR RUM

750ML

SALE PRICE

$1099

SAVE $4.00

SALE PRICE

$1299

SAVE $3.00

FIREBALL 
CINNAMON 

WHISKY
750ML

JIM BEAM 
BOURBON
750ML

SALE PRICE

$1599

SAVE $3.00

TANQUERAY 
GIN

750ML

SALE PRICE

$1999

SAVE $4.00

KETEL ONE 
VODKA
750ML

SALE PRICE

$2199

SAVE $3.00

SALE PRICE

$1999

SAVE $8.00

SALE PRICE

$5499

SAVE $3.00

SALE PRICE

$2499

SAVE $5.00

CAPTAIN MORGAN 
SPICED RUM GLASS

750ML

SALE PRICE

$1399

SAVE $3.00

BARR HILL GIN
750ML

SALE PRICE

$3299

SAVE $3.00

TITO'S  
HANDMADE VODKA

1.75L

SALE PRICE

$3899

SAVE $4.00

SMIRNOFF 
VODKA
1.75L

SALE PRICE

$2199

SAVE $4.00

SVEDKA VODKA
1.75L

SALE PRICE

$1899

SAVE $8.00

MAKER’S MARK 
BOURBON 
WHISKEY
1.75L

GREY GOOSE 
ORIGINAL VODKA

750ML

JAMESON IRISH 
WHISKEY
1.75L

Visit 
802spirits.

com for 
locations 

and details.
Not responsible for 
typographical errors

This ad is 
paid for by Vt. 
Liquor Brokers 

or individual 
companies. 
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Here comes the sun!Here comes the sun!
Kids, puppies, horses, bands, clowns, fire trucks and 

oh-so-many smiles — probably more than flags. It was the 
Great Fourth of July parade in Bristol on Monday morning. 
As in pre-pandemic years, large crowds lined Main and West 
streets, as well as the residential side streets to watch an 
hour or more display of what makes this a fun place to live. 

Clockwise from top left, two Zeno Mountain Farm 
Community members soak up the sun on their float; a horse 
and rider are decked out in red, white and blue; Bristol Rec 
Club members took turns jumping their bikes on Main Street; 
one-year-old Ophelia Lazo and her dad Orion of Starksboro 
like what they see; Mariachi Corazon de Oro of Connecticut 
serenaded the crowd from their float; marchers make it clear 
how they feel about recent decisions in D.C.; and three-year-
old Ellie Anderson of Middlebury waves the American flag to 
celebrate out nation’s birth.

Independent photos/Steve James and John S. McCright
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We’re hard at work on 

PROFILES IN  
COMMUNITY. 

Don’t miss it in our July 21st edition!

COMING 
SOON!

Vekos
(Continued from Page 1A)

Committee who had urged the 
governor to pick a successor from 
a list of Democrats submitted by 
the party.

“I think it would be a natural 
step from where I’m at now,” 
Vekos said of the job.

She’s already had an eventful 
career.

It began in 1997 as a trial 
attorney and appellate counsel in 
the juvenile rights division of the 
New York City court system. She 
represented children and youth in 
juvenile delinquency and abuse/
neglect cases at trial and the 
appellate level. She also advocated 
for youth in foster care and in 
juvenile detention, assessing their 
needs while devising the “least 
restrictive placement plans.”

“It was at the tail end of the crack 
epidemic,” Vekos recalled. “We 
were representing impoverished, 
urban kids, mostly Black and 
Brown kids, who were raised by 
their grandmas and grandpas, 
because their parents’ generation 
was addicted.”

It was an at-times-heartbreaking 
job, as she saw a lot of abuse, 
poverty and neglect. But the 
role prepared Vekos for very 
challenging kinds of cases.

“It was an incredible way to start 
out as a lawyer,” she said.

In 2006, she began an eighth-
year stint as a public defender in 
the Superior Court Trial Office for 
Middlesex and Bristol counties 
in Massachusetts. She managed 
a caseload of what she called 
“serious felony cases” in what was 
a busy public defender office. She 
served as a lead attorney in jury and 
bench trials, as well as sentencing 
hearings. Vekos often consulted 
with forensic experts, investigators 
and social workers.

“That’s where I think I got my 
trial skills,” Vekos said.

In 2015, Vekos was 
offered an opportunity 
to telecommute to a 
new job, which led to 
her moving to Vermont. 
Her new job: working 
as an ad hoc appellate 
counsel for indigent 
parents and children 
under protection 
orders for Suffolk and 
Hampden counties in 
Massachusetts.

The joy of her move 
to Middlebury was 
counterbalanced by 
some disheartening 
and sobering news, 
however.

She was diagnosed 
with breast cancer.

“It was literally while 
the U-Haul was ready to go,” 
Vekos recalled. “We had bought 
a fixer-upper (in Middlebury), 
not realizing I was going to be in 
surgery and treatment.”

But she persevered, undergoing 
successful surgery and 
chemotherapy. Vekos signed on 
with Marsh & Wagner, P.C., in 
2017, representing children, youth 
and parents in juvenile and family 
court matters. Marsh & Wagner 
holds a contract with the state to 
serve juveniles in the court system 
here in Addison County.

Now Vekos is ready to take on 
a new challenge — an election, 
which she hopes leads to a 
successful run as Addison County 
state’s attorney.

MIDDLEBURY ATTORNEY EVA Vekos is one of two Democrats 
who will be squaring off in an Aug. 9 primary in the race for Addison 
County state’s attorney.

Photo courtesy Eva Vekos

PASSION FOR JUSTICE
Like Lueders-Dumont, Vekos 

was a fan of the way Wygmans ran 
the office. When it was clear he 
was leaving, Vekos began hearing 
from friends and associates who 
encouraged her to run for the 
position.

She found an allure to the 
prosecutor’s job.

“My passion is criminal law and 
criminal justice,” Vekos said. “I’m 
very interested in policy though not 
so much in politics; I don’t have 
political ambition and I never have.”

If elected, one of her goals would 
be to thin the state’s attorney’s 
office’s caseload, triaging the less 
severe criminal cases to court 
diversion programs.

“We have too many cases, 
generally,” Vekos said. 
“There’s a huge backlog 
now because of COVID. 
Plea bargaining isn’t 
productive and fair.”

She was blunt in her 
assessment of state’s 
attorney’s offices that are 
buried in cases.

“Every prosecutor I 
talk to says they have 
around 300 cases, which 
to me means you’re 
failing; you’re charging 
too many and not doing 
enough work culling 
out the cases that really 
don’t matter,” Vekos 
said. “Focus on the cases 
that are really serious: 
the predators, the people 
who are malicious and 
actually affect public 

safety.”
She applauded Wygmans’s 

establishment of a diversion 
program for people charged with 
driving with a suspended license.

“I would pick that up and double-
down on something like that,” 
she said, referring specifically 
to a driving under the influence 
diversion program.

“We’re getting the picture that 
there are some DUIs that are really 
low level,” she said. “There are the 
ones that are horrible with crashes 
and people slaughtered. But there 
are also some low-level ones. 

While a blood-alcohol content 
of 0.08 is the threshold for a DUI 
charge in Vermont, Vekos said, 
“Just any influence from a drug or 

alcohol to the slightest degree is 
a crime. I think those convictions 
can really affect you more than 
you’ve affected the community.”

So Vekos believes the state’s 
attorney’s office could seek 
diversion for low-level DUI 
cases while also recommending 
treatment programs to folks with 
addiction issues. By successfully 
completing a diversion program, an 
offender could avoid a suspended 
license and quickly get their life 
back on track, she said.
MENTAL HEALTH 

Vekos has seen mental health 
challenges play a role in many 
of the cases that make their way 
through the court system. Tackling 
that underlying condition could 
help prevent crime and help those 
with mental health challenges, 
according to Vekos, who is a 
member of the Counseling Service 
of Addison County board.

“I think a lot of the criminal 
cases really need to be dealt with 
by the Department of Mental 
Health, and not the Department of 
Corrections,” she said.

Vekos is a fan of the Project 
Vision North program, which is 
being replicated here in Addison 
County. The program regularly 
brings together local police and 
human services agencies such 
as Turning Point, AgeWell, 
John Graham Housing, Vermont 
Probation and Parole, and the 
Department for Children and 
Families to pool resources and, 
when privacy laws permit, share 
information on clients struggling 
with mental health and/or 
substance use disorder.

“I think it would lead to less 
intervention on the criminal side,” 
Vekos said. “I think it’s the trend, 
and if it isn’t, it should be.”

While Vekos is a strong believer 
in clearing the state’s attorney’s 
office of minor cases, she stressed a 
commitment to getting convictions 
on the serious ones.

“I know firsthand there are some 
people who need to go through 
that (legal) process and there are 
victims of crimes who desire and 
deserve justice,” she said. “So I am 
100% comfortable in that role of 
offering that to the community and 
doing it effectively.”

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

policy governance and shared 
leadership model. Participation 
and childcare stipends are 
available for interested 
candidates. WomenSafe 
prioritizes recruitment of 
members of diverse backgrounds 
and qualifications to help address 
challenges of power, culture and 
privilege. If you’re interested, 
please submit a letter of interest 
to board member Margaret 
Miles at margaretbmiles@gmail.
com. If you have a résumé, you 
are welcome to submit it with 
your letter. WomenSafe officials 
will begin reviewing applications 
on July 11.

Operation Lifesaver of Vermont 
wants everyone to know that the 
Ethan Allen Express train is now 
traveling between Rutland and 
Burlington in preparation for 
the July 29 launch of the newly 
expanded service from Rutland 
north to Middlebury, Ferrisburgh/
Vergennes and Burlington. The 
train travels at speeds of up to 59 
mph and can’t stop quickly; it can 
take a train traveling 55 mph more 
than a mile to come to a complete 
stop. People along the train route 
are urged to make safe choices 
around railroad tracks. Never walk 
or run on or along the tracks, as 
it is trespassing and hazardous 
— even without earbuds or other 
distractions. Modern trains travel 
on steel wheels along quarter-mile-
long ribbons of steel. The noise 
comes from the wind through the 
wheels and is all behind the train, 
making the train almost silent. 
The clickety-clack and vibration 

associated with the trains of the past 
are no longer present, officials said. 
The only place to cross the tracks 
is at a designated crossing. Pay 
attention, slow down and never try 
to beat a train at a crossing. Please 
see oli.org for more information 
and to take the #RailSafetyPledge, 
one for kids and one for adults.

Don’t worry, there’s still a 
chance to get a neat deal and 
help a local nonprofit at the same 
time. The Neat Repeats Resale 
Shop at 1428 Route 7 South in 
Middlebury will continue to 
hold its big sale through July 9. 
That means 50% off all white-
tagged items, except for jewelry 
and housewares. New items are 
added daily. Neat Repeats is a 
nonprofit organization and all 
proceeds generated at the store 
help individuals, organizations 
(including schools and libraries) 
with specific needs. Neat Repeats 
is open from noon to 4 p.m.

Did you know that Middlebury’s 
Ilsley Public Library now has a 
subscription to digital magazines? 
This subscription makes close to 
4,000 titles accessible to Ilsley 
patrons. The magazines are all 
“simultaneous use,” meaning they 
can be checked out by any number 
of patrons at the same time. There 
are no circulation caps, so patrons 
can check out as many magazines 
as they’d like, for perusal while 
at home or traveling. Ilsley will 
also continue to keep popular 
magazines available in physical 
form, library officials note. In other 
Ilsley news, the library can now 
accept credit card payment for non-

resident cards, lost and damaged 
books and donations. 

The Addison County 
community is invited to an 
Archives Open House at the 
Middlebury’s Henry Sheldon 
Museum of Vermont History 
at 1 Park St. on Friday, July 8, 
in celebration of 50 years of the 
Stewart-Swift Research Center. 
The archives will be open from 
1-7 p.m. Venture behind the 
scenes of the Sheldon archives 
and explore rarely displayed 
treasures from the collection. 
Archives on display will include 
manuscript maps by Middlebury 
Female Academy students, the 
first newspaper published in 
Middlebury (1801), the first 
atlas printed in America, and the 
earliest representation of a same-
sex couple in America (Charity 
Bryant and Sylvia Drake). The 
Research Center was established 
in a newly-built wing adjacent 
to the Henry Sheldon Museum 
in 1972, thanks to the generosity 
of local benefactress Jessica 
Stewart Swift and the persistent 
efforts of Middlebury College 
professor Arthur K.D. Healy. 
Henry L. Sheldon, the founder of 
the Museum, diligently amassed 
the archival collection more than 
a century ago, and it continues 
to be enriched by generations of 
conscientious donors. The July 8 
Sheldon open house is free and 
open to the public. For more 
information about the exhibits, 
visit HenrySheldonMuseum.org, 
or call the Sheldon at 802-388-
2117.

By the way
(Continued from Page 1A)

MONTPELIER — Three 
new hunting or trapping related 
laws passed by the Vermont 
Legislature during the 2022 
session are going into effect. 

Under the new laws: hunting 
coyotes with dogs and training 
dogs to hunt coyotes will 
be temporarily banned in 
Vermont starting July 1; the 
retrieval and use of game and 
fur-bearing animals by hunters 
and trappers are now required 
with some exceptions; and the 
Fish and Wildlife Department 
is beginning a process with 
the Fish and Wildlife Board 
and Legislature to identify 
and implement new best 
management practices for 
trapping in the state.

“These laws are the outcome 
of a collaborative approach 
by legislators and the Fish 
and Wildlife Department,” 
said Christopher Herrick, 
Commissioner of Fish and 
Wildlife.  “Vermonters care 
deeply and sometimes disagree 
vehemently about topics like 
wanton waste, hunting with 
dogs, and trapping. The three 
laws passed this session show 
that good public process backed 
by good science can guide 
us towards compromises that 
benefit wildlife and people.”

Per S.281, hunters will only be 
able to pursue and take a coyote 
with dogs if they are on their own 
property and acting in defense of 
a person or property, or if they 

have signed permission from a 
landowner who has a legitimate 
defense of persons or property 
concern. This moratorium on 
pursuing coyotes with dogs will 
last from July 1, 2022, until the 
board is able to put rules in place 
requiring permits. 

The department will not be 
able to issue any permits until 
the rules are finalized after a 
lengthy process that requires 
several approvals, public notice 
and public hearings. The board 
will begin the rule-making 
process in the coming months. 

When the board rules on 
coyote hunting with dogs 
become effective, it will be 
prohibited to release a dog onto 
posted land with the purpose of 
pursuing coyotes and to release 
a dog onto any land for the 
purpose of pursuing coyotes if 
in the previous 365 days a dog 
has been found on that land and 
its owner or handler was told 
to leave by law enforcement. 
The first violation will result 
in five points on the hunter’s 
license and the second and any 
subsequent offenses will be 10 
points.

Per H.411, the requirement for 
retrieval and use of certain wild 
animals when legally taken is 
now in effect. The requirement 
includes moose, deer, bear, 
wild turkeys, gray squirrels, 
cottontail rabbit and snowshoe 
hare, game birds, crows, and 
furbearers.

The covered wild animal 
must be processed as food, fur, 
hide, or feathers, or used for 
taxidermy. This does not apply 
to a coyote that has been legally 
shot. A coyote or its parts, or 
parts of any of the other covered 
wild animals, may not be left 
along a public right-of-way or 
highway, on posted property 
without landowner permission, 
or where otherwise prohibited 
by law.

Exceptions include animals 
unfit for consumption, theft, 
loss to another wild animal, lack 
of access because of posting, 
defense of a person or property, 
and animals that are sick or 
diseased. 

Per S.201, the department 
has begun a process to identify 
new best management practices 
that modernize trapping and 
improve the welfare of wildlife 
taken with the use of traps.  This 
will result in a recommendation 
from the commissioner to the 
legislature, and a revision of 
existing trapping regulations 
based on that recommendation 
by the board.  Updated trapping 
regulations from this process 
are not expected until the 2023 
hunting and trapping season 
at the earliest; no changes to 
trapping regulations are in effect 
for the 2022 season.

Links to the new laws are 
available on the Vermont Fish 
and Wildlife website, www.
vtfishandwildlife.com. 

New coyote hunting laws take effect in 2022

“My passion 
is criminal 
law and 
criminal 
justice. 
I’m very 
interested 
in policy 
though not 
so much in 
politics; I 
don’t have 
political 
ambition 
and I never 
have.”

— Eva Vekos
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“I’m so grateful to have a quality, hard copy local
newspaper. Call me old school but I love getting

the Addison Independent.”

Here’s what one reader has to say about us!

A subscriber from Starksboro writes:

By STEVEN JUPITER
BRANDON — Jim Avery has 

been at Otter Valley Union High 
School for so long that his first 
students are old enough to be 
grandparents. He can honestly say 
that he’s dedicated his career to 
the Otter Valley community. 

But next year’s graduating class 
will receive their diplomas from 
a different hand: Jim Avery is 
leaving after more than 30 years.

Avery seemed at peace with 
his decision during a recent 
conversation in his office on a 
beautiful summer day. The last 
few years have been tough. His 
beloved wife, Mickey, died in 
2019. She’d been by his side 
throughout his time at OV. 

“Mickey was part of the 
community. The love I felt when 
I came back (after her death) was 
unbelievable,” he said. “But the 
guy who was here in 2018 was 
changed.” 

Avery paused for a moment as if 
hearing himself admit something 
for the first time. 

“It’s probably fair to say I lost 
my mojo.” 

“Mojo” is something Avery 
seemed to have in abundance 
throughout his career. Words 
you don’t normally associate 
with school principals — kind, 
goofy, fun — are routinely 
offered whenever Avery’s name is 
mentioned.

He’s worn a kilt in rowdy faculty 
field hockey games and a fedora in 
a theater production of “Guys & 
Dolls.” Avery’s participation in 
student theater became a hallmark 
of his tenure. 

“I was a jock. I’d never done it 
before,” he said. “But I realized 
that the theater kids work just as 
hard as the athletes. I got hooked.”

“My fondest memories are 
of watching Jim 
onstage,” said former 
school board member 
Bobbie Torstenson. 
“He was very good.” 

But he didn’t ignore 
sports, either.

“Jim gave a lot of 
support for sports, 
but it helps round 
out a school when 
someone pushes art 
and theater in addition 
to athletics,” said 
Devon Fuller, an OV 
Nordic skiing coach 
who is also father of 
two recent OV grads.

Avery smiled when 
he showed off a photo of himself 
with the cast of “Guys & Dolls,” 
sporting a ’40s gangster costume 
(with the aforementioned fedora). 
“You have to make yourself 
vulnerable.” 

“Jim is an authentic, good human 
being,” said OV tech education 
teacher Devon Karpak. In a video 
tribute that Karpak produced, now 
available on YouTube (watch the 
video at tinyurl.com/JimAvery), 
scores of students, teachers, and 
staff say goodbye (sometimes in 
song) to someone they clearly 
viewed as a friend. 

“Jim has a big heart,” said 
Jeanné Collins, OV’s most recent 
superintendent and Avery’s boss 
for the last several years. “He 
believes everyone has good 
intentions.”

“I trusted him,” said Josh 
Hardt, outdoor education teacher 
and founder of the innovative 
Moosalamoo program. “He went 
out on a limb for me many times. 
He had my back.” 

The Moosalamoo program, 
which teaches problem-solving 
through outdoor exploration in 

the vast woods behind the school, 
is one of the unique offerings that 
Avery championed at OV. Having 
started his career in alternative 
education and the school-to-

work movement, 
he said he’d 
wanted to “shatter 
preconceived notions 
of what we call 
student success. 
Family background 
or finances shouldn’t 
dictate outcomes.”

Avery added, 
“I was lucky to 
have some all-star 
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s 
above me: Bill 
Mathis, John Castle, 
Jeanné Collins. 
I wouldn’t have 
been able to do 
much without their 

support.” 
With characteristic 

understatement, Bill Mathis 
returned the compliment: “Hiring 
Jim was one of the better things I 
did.” 

Before Avery assumed the role 
of principal by himself in 2010, 
he shared the position with Nancy 
Robinson for several years. 

“We had different 
skills, but were 
beautifully yoked,” 
Avery said of 
Robinson. And 
Robinson, for her 
part, said that Avery 
was as dedicated to 
his “OV family” as he 
was to his own. 

“He was 
committed,” she said.

Vermont isn’t 
known for its ethnic diversity, 
and Avery, a longtime Cornwall 
resident, wanted to expose kids 
at OV to different cultures. So, 
he worked with Superintendent 
Collins to establish an exchange 
with China through the Vermont 
International Academy. Chinese 

scholars came to teach the 
Mandarin language at OV at little 
cost to the school, until COVID-19 
stopped international travel.
MAKING CONNECTIONS

In the past couple of years, 
COVID forced Avery to 
reconfigure much of what he 
thought he knew about running a 
school, “even down to how to take 
attendance.” 

And OV still hasn’t 
fully recovered on a 
practical level. There are 
staffing shortages across 
the board, from teachers 
to bus drivers. Avery 
himself spent much of 
this past school year back 
in the classroom, filling 
in whenever necessary. 
Instead of seeing substitute 
teaching as a burden, Avery saw 
it as a chance to reconnect with 
students. 

“The gift is I get to talk to 
(them),” he said. 

Connecting with students 
comes up over and over again in 
conversations both with Avery and 
about Avery. 

“I once asked him how he 
kept his patience with the most 
annoying kids. He said, ‘I try to 

treat each one of 
them as if they were 
my own,’” school 
board member Kevin 
Thornton recalled.

That attitude colors 
his reaction to the 
tragic spate of school 
shootings over the 
years, a societal 
development he 
watched with horror 
throughout his career. 

“Kids need to feel like there’s 
an adult they can talk to. Building 
sincere relationships makes them 
more likely to tell you what’s 
going on,” Avery said.

Yet, he’s clear-eyed about where 
things stand: He beefed up security 
measures at the school. “Anyone 

used to be able to just walk in. Not 
anymore. The fear is real.”

Avery pointed out that the 
divisions that afflict American 
culture eventually find their way 
into school. 

“We’re a reflection of society. 
Whatever’s out there shows up in 
here.” 

His voice caught when asked 
about his biggest 
regret as principal. 

“Did I do enough 
to move the needle 
(for marginalized 
kids)? Did I have 
the courage to have 
that conversation? 
The last couple 
of years, I may 
not have had the 

strength.”
Retirement will afford Avery 

more time to take care of himself 
and enjoy his leisure, but he also 
needs an intellectual challenge. 

“I want to bring something 
exciting home to the dinner 
table,” he said. 

He might continue his work 
with China. He will work as a 
mentor in the Vermont Principals 
Association. He will be involved 
in a grief counseling group. 

“Doors have always opened for 
me … do I go through that door? 
If it scares me, I have to find out 
why.”

There were slips of paper 
pinned to the corkboard above 
Avery’s desk. 

“These are from a suggestion 
box we had,” he explained. “I 
kept my favorites.” 

One enthusiastic student 
gushed, “You’re doing great, 
Avery!” 

But a less satisfied kid said, 
“Read the suggestions.” 

The latter may seem like an odd 
choice to hang onto, but anyone 
who speaks with Avery about his 
time at OV will understand: “I 
wanted every kid to feel loved.”

OV principal Avery will be missed

OTTER VALLEY UNION High School Principal Jim Avery sits in his office recently reflecting on his finals 
days as the leader of the Brandon school. 

Brandon Reporter photo/Steven Jupiter

MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 
police cited Eli W. Billings, 20, of 
Middlebury for driving under the 
influence of drugs. They issued 
the citation following a traffic 
stop for defective equipment on 
Cross Street on June 28.

In other action last week, 
Middlebury police:

• Assisted Vermont State Police 
on a June 27 call to Smead Road 
in Salisbury involving a drunken 
man who was out of control.

• Served a court order on a 
person in the Halladay Road area 
on June 27.

• Were asked to intervene in 
a dispute between Lower Foote 
Street neighbors on June 27. The 
complaint involved nuisance cats 
and invasion of privacy, according 
to police.

• Assisted a person who was 
concerned on June 27 about child 
custody exchanges.

• Assisted Middlebury 
Regional EMS on a medical call 
in the Court Street area on June 
27.

• Received a report about 
someone driving erratically on 
Court Street Extension on June 
28.

• Investigated a report of 
someone driving erratically on 
College Street on June 28.

• Investigated a two-car crash 
at the intersection of Court Street 
and Creek Road on June 28.

• Received a report on June 28 
about someone hacking a local 
person’s Facebook account and 
sending inappropriate images to 
the person’s contacts.

• Investigated a report about 
two people arguing in the lobby 
of a Boardman Street business on 
June 28.

• Assisted with an eviction 
from a Route 7 South property on 
June 28.

• Received reports of vehicles 
speeding on Seminary Street on 
June 29.

• Served court paperwork on a 
man at a Court Street residence on 
June 29.

• Investigated a vandalism 
complaint at a Halladay Road 
property on June 29. Police 
said someone had damaged no-
trespassing signs and dumped 
trash at the site.

• Cited Alexey Manashov, 30, 
of Middlebury for driving under 

the influence, following a traffic 
stop at the intersection of East 
Main Street and Route 7 South 
on June 29. Police said they 
measured Manashov’s blood-
alcohol content at 0.117%; the 
legal limit for driving is 0.08.

• Assisted a driver whose car 
had broken down on Main Street 
on June 30.

• Investigated a car-versus-
motorcycle collision with minor 
injuries on Ossie Road on June 
30.

• Assisted a person concerned 
about an elderly relative driving 
unsafely on Lower Plains Road 
toward East Middlebury on July 1.

• Received a report about a pet 
ferret loose on Mill Street on July 
1. Police said the animal was gone 
upon their arrival.

• Assisted a person who had 
received a suspicious text message 
on July 1.

• Were asked to intervene 
during an argument between a 
child and a parent in the Lower 
Plains Road area on July 1.

• Interviewed a person who 
was bitten by a dog while running 
on South Street Extension on 
July 1. Police said the dog’s 
vaccination status was confirmed.

• Assisted Vermont State 
Police making a drunken driving 
stop on Route 125 in Ripton on 
July 2.

• Responded to a noise 
complaint associated with 
fireworks being set off in the 
Court Street area during the 
evening of July 2.

• Cited Guy Beck, 21, of 
Salisbury for being in violation 
of his conditions of release in the 
Elm Street area on July 2.

• Cautioned a man who was 
in violation of the town’s open 
container law on Main Street on 
July 2.

• Responded to a report of a 
man arguing with others in Court 
Square on July 2.

• Restored the peace following 
a domestic disturbance in the 
Elizabeth Court area on July 2.

• Investigated a report of 
a person entering unoccupied 
construction equipment on 
Washington Street on July 2.

• Responded a report of 
someone lighting off fireworks 
that struck a truck in the 
Ledgewood Court area on July 3.

Police LogMiddlebury

“Jim has a 
big heart. 
He believes 
everyone 
has good 
intentions.”
— Superintendent 

Jeanné Collins

“I trusted him. 
He went out on 
a limb for me 
many times. He 
had my back.” 

— teacher
Josh Hardt

“I once asked 
him how 
he kept his 
patience with 
the most 
annoying kids. 
He said, ‘I try 
to treat each 
one of them as 
if they were 
my own.’” 

— Kevin Thornton

NEW HAVEN — Camp was a 
shear delight for the 21 kids who 
gathered at the Addison County 
Fair and Field Days site in New 
Haven, June 25-26, for Vermont 
Sheep and Goat Camp 2022.

The weekend provided 
an opportunity for hands-on 
experience handling and showing a 
sheep or goat to better understand 
what judges look for in the show 
ring. All participants learned 
about milking sheep and attended 
workshops on blocking and 
fitting, fiber, basic animal first aid, 
anatomy and crafting.

On Saturday night, the campers 
took part in a just-for-fun quiz bowl 
designed to test their knowledge of 
breeds, animal nutrition and other 

related topics. Sunday’s highlight 
was a sheep and goat show where 
they put into practice what they 
learned. All campers received a 
certificate of participation and a 
feed bucket.

The camp, sponsored by 
University of Vermont (UVM) 
Extension 4-H, was open to anyone 
8-18 interested in learning more 
about handling and showing sheep 
or goats. Arrangements were made 
for youth without an animal of 
their own to borrow one.

Addison County residents 
participating in the weekend were 
Natalie Layn of Bristol, Maeve 
Newton of East Middlebury and 
Morgan McNulty of Salisbury.

Addison County kids
attend sheep, goat camp

AN EVENT? Email it to:
news@addisonindependent.com

Call 802-989-7220
OR email order inquiries
to info@ottereast.com

MON. 7 AM-1 PM • TUES.-SAT. 7 AM- 2 PM • SUN. CLOSED
51 OSSIE ROAD    EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT    802-989-7200

Headed for the
hills or the lake?

Swing in for a cup of fresh coffee
and pick up lunch on the way!

Now open  
6 days a week!

We thank you for your 
continued support.
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MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY TELEVISION:

P.O. Box 785, Middlebury, Vt. 05753MCTV SCHEDULE Channels 1071 & 1091
Please see the MCTV website, www.middleburycommunitytv.org, for changes 
in the schedule; MCTV events, classes and news; and to view many programs 

online. Submit listings to the above address, or call 388-3062.
MCTV Channel 1071
Friday, July 8
Through the Night — Public Affairs
	 5	a.m.	 Candidates	for	Public	Office
 7 a.m Deep Dive with Esther
 7:30 a.m. Congregational Church
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Church
 5:30 p.m. Energy Week
 6:30 p.m. Green Mountain Care Board
 9 p.m. Vermont Physicians for a
  National Health Care Program
 9:30 p.m. Cannabis Control Board (CCB)
Saturday, July 9
 12 a.m. VT Physicians for a National  
  Health
 6:30 a.m. Racial Disparities Board
 9:30 a.m. Deep Dive with Esther
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 3 p.m. Energy Week
 4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Service
 5:30 p.m. Eckankar
 7 p.m. Catholic Mass
 7:30 p.m. Deep Dive with Esther
 8 p.m. VT Physicians for National  
  Health 
Sunday, July 10
 5 a.m. Selectboard, CCB

 9 a.m. Catholic Mass
 10 a.m. Energy Week
 11 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
 2:30 p.m. VT Physicians for National  
  Health
 3:30 p.m. Deep Dive with Esther
 4 p.m. Congregational Service
 6:30 p.m. Eckankar 
 7 p.m. Catholic Mass
7:30 p.m.  VT Physicians for National  
  Health 
Monday, July 11
 4:30 a.m.  VT Physicians for National  
  Health
 9 a.m. Energy  Week
 10 a.m. Select Board, CCB
 5 p.m. Dr. John Campbell
 7 p.m. Deep Dive with Esther
 7:30 p.m. A Civil Discussion
 8:30 p.m. Racial Disparities Board
Tuesday, July 12
 4 a.m. Energy Week
	 5	a.m.	 Candidates	for	Public	Office
 9:30 a.m. Eckankar
10 a.m. Selectboard, Green Mountain 
Care (GMC) Board
 4 p.m. Congregational Service
 5:30 p.m. Energy Week

 7 p.m. Selectboard Public Affairs
 10 p.m. VT Physicians for National  
  Health
Wednesday, July 13
 6:30 a.m. Energy Week
 7:30 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
 9:30 a.m. Catholic Mass
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 5 p.m. Energy Week
 7 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
Thursday, July 14
 5 a.m. Selectboard
 8 a.m. Congregational Service
 12 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 8 p.m. Energy Week
 9 p.m. Eckankar
	 10	p.m.	 Candidates	for	Public	Office

MCTV Channel 1091 
Friday, July 8
 5:30 a.m. State Board of Education
 10 a.m. GMALL Lecture
 12 p.m. School Board Meetings
 5:30 p.m. Vincent Van Gogh (GMALL  
  Lecture)
 10 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
Saturday, July 9
 5 a.m. All Things LGBTQ

 6 a.m. Managing for Old Forest  
  Characteristics
 7:15 a.m. Yoga,
 8 a.m. School Board Meetings
 2:30 p.m. Supreme State Courts:  
  Protecting Rights & Liberties
 4 p.m. Demystifying Seems & Seed  
  Saving
 5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ 
 6 p.m. Vincent Van Gogh
 7:45 p.m. State Board of Education
Sunday, July 10
 5 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6 a.m. Vincent Van Gogh
 7:45 a.m. Yoga for Kids (3 short programs)
 8:30 a.m. Yoga for Everyone - 
  Rest & Restore
 9 a.m. School Board Meetings
 1:30 p.m The Artful World
 2:30 p.m. Festival On The Green
  (from our Archive)
 5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6 p.m. Pup Parade & Shriners
 7 p.m. Vincent Van Gogh
Monday, July 11
 5:30 a.m. Managing for Old Forest  
  Characteristics
 7 a.m. All Things LGBTQ

 12 p.m. Festival On The Green
 2 p.m School Board Meetings
 10 p.m. Festival On The Green
Tuesday, July 12
 5 a.m. School Board Meetings
 11 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 12 p.m. Festival On The Green
 5:30 p.m. Supreme State Courts
 7 p.m. Festival on the Green
 9:30 p.m. Supreme State Courts
 11 p.m. Festival On The Green 
Wednesday, July 13
 5 a.m. Festival On The Green
 7 a.m. Festival On The Green
 12 p.m. School Board Meetings
 6 p.m. Music from Around Vermont
 9 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 10 p.m State Board of Education
Thursday, July 14
 Through the Night - Festival On The 
Green
 6 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 7 a.m. Yoga
 8 a.m. School Board Meetings
 5:30 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6:30 p.m. Yoga Rest & Restore
 7 p.m. Festival On the Green

MONTPELIER — The Vermont 
Fish and Wildlife Department says 
many people are having problems 
with bears looking for food near their 
homes, and with the food scrap ban 
in effect the department is providing 
tips for people who are composting 
at home so they can avoid attracting 
hungry bears. 

“We have been receiving lots of 
reports of bears on decks, tearing 
down bird feeders, wrecking 
beehives, killing chickens, and 
getting into trash, compost and 
garbage containers,” said bear 
biologist Jaclyn Comeau. “We are 
offering some guidance on how to 
compost at home without attracting 
bears.

“First though, to deter bears, bird 
feeders need to be taken down until 
we have a foot or more of snow 
in December. Then, make sure 
anything else that might smell like 
food is picked up. And keep your 
trash container secured inside a 
sturdy building and don’t put 
it outside until the morning 
of pickup. Beehives, chicken 
coops and compost bins can 
be protected with electric 
fencing.”

If you know bears are 
active in your neighborhood, 
the best way to avoid attracting 
them is to take food scraps to one 
of the drop-off stations. You can 
locate them by contacting your local 
solid waste management district or 
town at www.802recycles.com, or 
ask your trash hauler if they pick up 
food scraps for composting. 

Composting at home while 
minimizing the chances of attracting 
bears can best be done with these 
tips:

• Use three parts of brown 
material for one part of green 
material. Browns can be dried leaf 
and yard debris, wood chips, which 
often can be delivered to your house 

ADDISON COUNTY — 
Vermont State Police put a Keene, 
N.H., man in jail with bail set at 
$10,000 early Saturday morning 
for allegedly assaulting three 
people in Bristol.

On July 2 at around 2:25 a.m. 
troopers were called to a disturbance 
on Carterville Road in Bristol. 
Offices said they investigated 
and determined that 22-year-old 
Isaac Crawford of Keene, N.H., 
was high on methamphetamine 
when he entered two homes of 
people who he did not know; 
the owners of both homes were 
asleep. Apparently, Crawford 
unsuccessfully swung a baseball 
bat at one of the homeowners, and 
a pickaxe at a neighbor, who came 
out of his residence to assist. 

State police arrested Crawford, 
took him to the New Haven 
barracks for processing and cited 
him for aggravated assault and 
felony unlawful trespassing. 
They then lodged Crawford at the 
Northwest Regional Correctional 
Facility.

Troopers were assisted on scene 
by the Bristol Rescue Squad and 
Middlebury Regional EMS for 
precautionary evaluations. 

Separately, troopers responded to 

VERGENNES — Vergennes 
police reported three unlocked 
cars were entered around the 
city between June 20 and July 3, 
and in two of those cases, either 
a significant amount of cash or 
valuable items were reported 
stolen. 

Two of the incidents occurred 
on June 23. In both cases, money 
was taken from unlocked cars at 
Bowman Road homes. Police said a 
resident reported $100 being stolen 
from a purse left in one vehicle, 
and in the other incident at another 
residence “a handful of change” 
was allegedly stolen. 

On June 26, a pair of Ray-Ban 

Man jailed for alleged assault

Police Log
Vt. State

a report of a man slumped over the 
steering wheel of a vehicle stopped 
on Route 125 in Ripton at around 
11 p.m. on June 2. Officers roused 
the driver, identified as Steven 
Drebber, 60, of Woodstock, and 
noted signs that he was impaired. 
They screened Drebber, took him 
to the New Haven barracks and 
cited him for driving under the 
influence. Then they released him 
to a sober person.

Meanwhile, on Friday, July 1, 
Vermont State Police marked the 
75th anniversary of the agency’s 
creation. State leaders established 
the Vermont State Police on 
July 1, 1947, in the aftermath 
of the disappearance of Paula 
Jean Welden, an 18-year-old 
Bennington College student who 
vanished the year before. When 
local officials were unsuccessful 
in pursuing the case, they called 
in state police investigators from 
Connecticut and New York — 
because Vermont had no similar 
agency. The case, which remains 

unsolved, rallied Vermonters and 
their political leadership to finally 
launch the Vermont State Police 
after many years of hesitation and 
debate.

In 1947, Vermont turned to 
former U.S. Marine Corps Maj. 
Gen. Merritt Edson as the first 
commissioner of the newly formed 
Department of Public Safety, the 
parent agency of the Vermont State 
Police. His military background led 
him to fashion a rank structure and 
model the state police’s uniforms 
after those of the Marines. On Day 
1, the state police employed 55 
troopers and seven civilians.

Today, the Vermont State Police 
employs about 290 sworn troopers 
and 90 civilians, who operate out 
of headquarters in Waterbury and 
10 field stations from just south of 
the Canadian border to just north of 
the Massachusetts state line. VSP 
has an authorized strength of 333 
troopers and currently is hiring.

The Vermont State Police 
marked the occasion by unveiling 
commemorative license plates 
for each cruiser and badges for 
state troopers. These items will 
be displayed throughout the 75th 
anniversary year during 2022-23.

Three unlocked cars broken into

Police Log
Vergennes

sunglasses that cost $150 and an 
audio cable valued at $15 were 
taken from an unlocked car parked 
on Main Street. 

Police Chief George Merkel 
reminded residents and visitors to 
lock vehicles and said it’s wisest 
not to leave cash and valuables 
behind. 

Between June 20 and July 3, 
Vergennes police also conducted 

29 traffic stops, 10 patrols by 
cruiser and eight on foot, three 
property watches, and five VIN 
inspections; fingerprinted a half-
dozen jobseekers; responded to a 
false alarm; and:

On June 22, served an abuse-
prevention order to a John Graham 
Shelter resident.

On June 24:
• Responded to a report of a 

disabled camper on West Main 
Street; it was gone when they 
arrived.

• Began investigating an 
attempted theft from a cashbox at 
a city medical practice. On July 1, 
they cited Michael Booska, 52, of 
Vergennes for attempted larceny 
in the case. Police said he was a 
cleaner at the practice.

• Took a report from an out-
of-town resident that her stepson 
in Vergennes might have child 
pornography on his computer. 
Police are working with the 
Department for Children & 
Families on this case.

• Were told that two gas tanks 
were stolen from a truck parked on 
Main Street.

• Dealt with a minor two-vehicle 
accident on Main Street.

On June 25, accepted a fairly 
significant amount of cash found by 
a resident at the corner of Main and 
Park streets. Police said if someone 
lost a specific amount of money in 
that area on that Thursday they can 
contact the department. 

On June 26, backed up Vermont 
State Police at a reportedly violent 
domestic dispute on Greenbush 
Road in Ferrisburgh.

On June 27:
• Spoke to a man who had slept 

in a car in the Shaw’s Supermarket 
parking lot. Police said he 
acknowledged drug use, but they 
had no evidence.

• Took a report from a Main 
Street resident that a vehicle was 
stolen; police learned it had been 
repossessed.

• Helped state police handle a 
domestic dispute on Hand Road 
in Ferrisburgh. City police looked 
for a man allegedly involved in the 
dispute, but could not find him. 

• Began mediating a dispute 
between a mother and son, who 
was living along with his girlfriend 
at the mother’s home. Police said 
the parent asked the couple to leave 
because of behavior issues, and 
a dispute broke out. Police spoke 
with both parties separately, and 
then together on July 1, and said 
they agreed to work things out. 

On June 28:
• Took a report from a 

Commodore Drive resident that an 
unknown person had knocked on 
the home’s door and then left, after 
which two empty cans of alcoholic 
seltzer were found on the lawn.

• Helped Middlebury police by 
providing the services of one of 
the department’s Drug Recognition 
Experts.

On June 30, responded to a two-
car accident on West Street.

On July 2, informed First Street 
residents of a death in their family.

On July 3:
• Gave a drunken individual on 

South Maple Street a ride home.
• Helped a man with memory 

issues who had driven to the Main 
Street station. 

MORE AND MORE bears in search of food have been making their 
way into residential neighborhoods. Vermont Fish & Wildlife offers 
a number of tips for composting so that bears won’t be attracted to 
your property.

Photo John Hall/Vermont Fish & Wildlife 

Tips to keep 
bears out
of compost

free by a local tree service company, 
or shredded paper. Greens include 
kitchen scraps, vegetables and small 
amounts of fruits. Adding lots of 
brown material minimizes smells 
and speeds up composting.

• No meat, bones or seafood 
leftovers. They do not break down 

quickly and are strong 
wildlife attractants. 

• The food scrap ban 
allows people who compost 
at home to dispose of meat, 
bones and seafood in the 
trash, so they can be kept in 

a freezer until trash day.
• Give your compost oxygen 

by frequently mixing it or turning 
it over if it is in a container. This 
reduces odors and speeds up 
composting.

• Does your compost smell? If 
so, turning it, adding more brown 
material and adding a layer of wood 
shavings or sawdust to the top 
should solve the issue.

• Enclose your composter with 
electric fencing or compost in a 
hard, durable container with a lid 
that will be challenging for a bear 
to open. Some types of tumblers are 
bear-proof.

• Electric fencing with food 

scent added to the wires will 
discourage even persistent bears. 

• If you are currently having a 
bear issue, delay starting your new 
compost pile until the bear issue 
resolves. Until then, keep food 
scraps in the freezer or bring them 
to a collection site.

To learn more about properly 
composting food waste, go to the 
Department of Environmental 
Conservation’s website at www.
VTrecycles.com.

The public is encouraged to 
contact their local warden if they 
are having a bear issue. You can 
find out who your local warden is 
at tinyurl.com/VT-warden-lookup. 
You may also submit a black bear 
incident report at tinyurl.com/
VTFW-bear-report. Contacting 
your warden or submitting a black 
bear incident report helps wildlife 
officials keep track of bear issues 
around the state and may help shape 
future regulations regarding black 
bears.

Composting without attracting 
wildlife takes careful planning. To 
learn more about living with bears 
and to report bear damage visit 
Fish and Wildlife’s website www.
vtfishandwildlife.com.

CATEGORIES & FRONT-RUNNERS:   
  

• Asparagus (length x circumference) 
• Beet (circumference) 
• Broccoli (diameter)
• Cabbage (circumference) 
• Cantaloupe (circumference)
• Carrot (length x circumference) 
• Cauliflower (diameter)
• Corn (length x circumference)
• Cucumber (length x circumference)
• Edible Leafy Greens (length x width - leaf only)
• Eggplant (circumference x circumference)
• Fennel (length x circumference)
• Green Bean (length)
• Kohlrabi (circumference) 
• Leek (length x circumference)
• Melon (circumference) 
• Onion (circumference)
• Parsnip (circumference)   
• Potato (length x circumference)
• Pepper (circumference x circumference)
• Pumpkin (circumference x circumference) 
• Radish (circumference) - George & Patrick Martin, 12.25”
• Rhubarb (length) 
• Rutabaga (circumference)
• Summer Squash (length x circumference) 
• Sunflower (diameter) 
• Tomato (circumference)
• Turnip (circumference)
• Winter Squash (length x circumference)
• Zucchini (length x circumference) 

George and Patrick Martin, along with their neighbor and 
friend Chris “Beetle” Morgan, brought in two ravishing 
radishes to kickstart this season’s competition. Thanks to Beetle’s 
gardening guidance, their white radish edged out their red with a 
12.25” circumference. Both radishes were so big that they looked 
like beets at first glance. Impressive!

We can’t wait to see what Addison County’s veteran and aspiring 
green thumbs bring in next!

Play the Garden Game!
Do you have veggies to share in our pages? We welcome entries from any 
of the listed categories (right). Bring your entry into our office between 
9am and 4pm Monday-Friday and we’ll measure it and snap a photo. 
Each week we’ll publish new entries and update our frontrunners for 
each category in the contest. At the end of the season, each category 
winner* will be eligible to receive a gift certificate from our Garden 
Game sponsor, Middlebury Agway.

*Please note: Each individual is eligible to win one gift certificate, even if 
they win multiple categories. 

22002222  GGaarrddeenn  GGaammee
The Game is ON!
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local non-profit group Table 21 
had prescribed as a condition for 
contributing $200,000 toward the 
effort. The church had already been 
promised an astounding $360,000 
donation from an anonymous, 
longtime supporter. Organizers 
said they weren’t at liberty to 
disclose whether the center’s 
benefactor is the same donor who 
seeded Table 21 to 
the tune of $300,000 
in 2020. MiddUCC 
established Table 
21 at the outset 
of the COVID-19 
pandemic to help get 
assistance to cash-
strapped farmers and 
restaurants.

With startup funds 
now in hand and 
a green light from 
church stakeholders, 
organizers of the 
child care initiative are laying the 
foundation for a service that began 
gathering momentum in March. 
That’s when the church council 
agreed to form a committee to 
explore the potential for opening 
a child care center in the church 
building. The resulting “Child 
Care Exploratory Workgroup,” 
chaired by Ellen Whelan-Wuest 
and including the Rev. Elizabeth 
Gleich, met weekly for several 
months before drafting a formal 
pitch of what the child care service 
might look like.

“We stand in an unbelievably 
unique position,” Whelan-Wuest 
said. “The opportunity we have 
here is not available to so many 
other individuals and organizations 
that would like to do this. So 
it felt very important to us that 
we take that opportunity to use 
the resources we could gather to 
make this program available to the 
community, because we can.”

Workgroup members had 
no problem confirming the 
tremendous need for more child 
care in Addison County and 
beyond. They noted statistics from 

organizations like Let’s Grow 
Kids, a statewide child advocacy 
group, indicating that:

• 8,752 Vermont children ages 
birth to 5 don’t have access to 
high-quality, regulated child care 
spots they need.

• Of these, 5,000 spots are 
needed for the youngest children.

• In Addison County, an 
additional 452 child care spots are 

needed to meet the needs 
of working parents who 
have children ages 3 and 
younger.

MiddUCC officials 
decided to focus on 
services for that notably 
underserved six weeks to 
age three demographic.

Those helming the 
church’s child care effort 
noted factors contributing 
to the industry’s current 
malaise, including 
low compensation for 

educators and the financial barriers 
low-income households have in 
accessing the system. Also, taking 
on the up-to-age-three group will 
limit the number of children the 
new center will be able to take in, 
per Vermont Child Care Licensing 
Regulations.

The new center will seek to 
buck those trends thanks to a 
bounty of seed money, no rent to 
pay and an ongoing commitment 
to fundraising as a way to backfill 
potential budget gaps. This in turn 
will allow MiddUCC to realize its 
altruistic aspirations for the center, 
which won’t have a religious 
curriculum and will be governed 
by its own independent board.

Organizers hope the child care 
service will become self sustaining 
and take on its own fundraising 
campaigns within five years.

Gleich and Whelan-Wuest 
acknowledged most other child 
care centers weren’t given the 
same generous head start as the 
MiddUCC effort, and they pledged 
the new center won’t unfairly 
compete with other providers.

“We’re not trying to offer 

really high salaries that would 
out-compete on the labor side,” 
Whelan-Wuest said. “But it was 
really important that we offer 
benefits, (and) we’re trying to 
match what we understand to be 
comparable, but just, wages (at 
other centers). We’re also trying to 
charge rates that are comparable.

“It’s really important to us that 
the child care ecosystem of our 
county is stronger,” she added.
STAFF & SPACE

Plans call for several of the 24 
child care slots to be reserved 
for families that qualify for 
state subsidies, according to 
Whelan-Wuest. The center will 
carry six employees, including 
four educators, one aid and one 
educator/program director.

Fortunately, the MiddUCC is 
served by a modern, spacious 
addition that can be accessed from 
both Seymour and North Pleasant 
Streets. Officials are sizing up what 
it will take to convert three existing 
classrooms into child care space in 
the lower level of the addition. One 
classroom will be reserved to kids 
six weeks to age one; another will 
be for one-and two-year-olds; and 
another for two- and three-year-
olds.

Children will also have use of 
the church’s fellowship hall for 
group activities.

C o n s t r u c t i o n 
estimates related to the 
new center have yet to 
come in, Whelan-Wuest 
noted, but the list of 
improvements includes 
adding some sinks 
and carbon monoxide 
detectors in classrooms, 
a washer and dryer, 
and play and learning 
equipment. Plans also 
call for erecting an 
outdoor play space on the Seymour 
Street side of the building.

“The list is not long, but it’s not 
cheap,” Whelan-Wuest said.

“If this was an industry that was 
easy to start up and run, we’d have a 
lot more child care centers,” Gleich 

added. “There were moments 
during our Monday meetings the 
past three or four months when 
we said, ‘Oh my gosh, this is an 
incredibly complicated business…’ 
But the regulations are there for a 

reason.”
Church leaders are 

confident the new 
center will be able to 
coexist with existing 
MiddUCC programs in 
the building, including 
weekly community 
suppers, youth groups, 
assorted meetings, 
adult study, an annual 
holiday bazaar and 
more.

“It’s not an empty building; it’s 
in active use,” Whelan-Wuest said.

Organizers have set up an 
ambitious to-do list for the coming 
months that includes:

• Continuing to follow and meet 
state licensing guidelines.

• Hiring a program director to 
begin mapping out a curriculum, 
apply for state accreditation ratings 
and create and implement a plan to 
hire teaching staff.

• Creating a governance 
structure to include a board of 
directors and establish strong and 
early coordination between the 
center and the church.

• Working with the Middlebury’s 
Developmental Review Board to 
get the necessary permission to run 
a child care center in the church 
building.

• Submitting grant applications 
for start-up funding and additional 
financial support.

• Beginning the renovation 
process and establishing a timeline 
for opening the center.

It’s an ambitious list, but 
MiddUCC parishioners have 
grown accustomed to setting — 
and realizing — big goals for their 
church and the community. The 

congregation in 2005 founded 
the Charter House Coalition, 
a non-profit, volunteer-based 
organization dedicated to 
providing basic food and housing 
in the Middlebury area. This led 
to creation of the Charter House 
Emergency Shelter at 27 North 
Pleasant St., and the preparation 
and distribution of thousands of 
free meals each year to people in 
need.

“Our congregation is really 
excited about the opportunity to 
meet a real need, as we did with 
Charter House and as we do with 
the community suppers,” Gleich 
said. “And now, Monday through 
Friday, we can meet the needs of 
24 children. Sadly, that only puts a 
small dent into the (overall) need, 
but that will made a difference for 
24 families.”

More information about the 
new child center case be found at 
tinyurl.com/d63aeb64.

Child care
(Continued from Page 1A)

THE REV. ELIZABETH Gleich, left, and Ellen Whelan-Wuest are among members of a Congregational 
Church of Middlebury committee that’s planning a new community child care facility that will serve 24 
infants and toddlers.

Independent photo/John Flowers

“It’s really 
important to 
us that the 
child care 
ecosystem of 
our county is 
stronger,”

— Ellen
Whelan-Wuest

“If this was 
an industry 
that was 
easy to start 
up and run, 
we’d have a 
lot more child 
care centers.”

— Rev.
Elizabeth Gleich
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it. When she got home, she took a 
week off. Even after that, she and 
Corona had a difficult time acting 
as a team. 

Barrel racing is 90% about the 
mental game, according to Krause. 
It was rare to qualify for nationals 
as a freshman, and most of the 
other high school students who had 
qualified were juniors and older, 
and had mastered their mental 
game.

“They know how to kind of 
use their mental game to their 
advantage, and I’m just learning 
how to do it, and it’s really hard,” 
she said. “If you don’t think you 
can do it, you’re not going to do it. 
And if you’re not calm, your horse 
is not gonna be calm. So just being 
able to keep a clear mind and focus 
is really important.” 

But Krause has been working 
on her mental game. She has 
found progress in her times 
through listening to podcasts, in 
particular. She and Corona have 

the occasional “argument,” as she 
calls it, but their chemistry has 
improved tremendously. 

“Every run we get better,” she 
said. 

Krause is no stranger to the 
rodeo; she has held the Vermont 
state title for the past two years. 

She began riding her neighbor’s 
horse at age two, and got her first 
horse, Boston, at seven. Now, she 
rides Corona. 

It was only three years ago that 
Krause started barrel racing, in 
which each racer travels one at a 
time around a cloverleaf course 
with three barrels. The fastest time 
wins. 

“That’s what I like about it. It’s 
just you against the clock,” Krause 
said. 

Now, she attends shows almost 
every weekend all over the country. 
It is challenging to find places in 
Vermont with the standard clover 
pattern, and Krause often travels 
to surrounding states, and even 
goes out West about once a year. 

Eventually, she hopes to be able to 
tour states in the West for a week 
at a time and be on the national 
circuit. 

Accompanying and coaching her 
on almost all of these trips is her 
dad, Mike Krause. 

“It’s good to have him around 
because I get to tell him what I’m 
thinking, and if he thinks it’s good 
too. We’re both learning the same 
amount. Always learning,” Lea 
said. “I definitely get a little bit 
nervous sometimes when he’s out 
there watching me, but it’s good 
to have him. I’m happy when he’s 
there.”

Mike did not have prior 
experience with barrel racing, but 
got interested alongside Lea, and 
learned from other coaches. 

“I’m amazed at her every day, 
and super proud of what she’s 
been able to accomplish. Her drive 
is second to none and her desire 
to be the best is sensational,” he 
said. “I wish I had the passion for 
something like that at her age. It’s 

really molded her as an individual. 
She’s incredibly responsible, has 
an incredible work ethic, empathy 
and humbleness.”

He also helps to set her up 
with other coaches as well, such 
as clinics by Wendy Chestnut, a 
competitor on three rodeo circuits 
from Poultney; Paige and Cassidy 
Superneau, rodeo competitors from 
Fairfax; and Sarah Keagan. 

“She’s very hardworking and 
willing to learn. If she keeps up the 
way she’s going, I think she’s gonna 
do really big things and she’s gonna 
go a long ways in barrel racing and 
whatnot. She’s awesome,” said 
Cassidy Superneau. 

Cassidy and her sister, Paige, 
train Lea about once or twice a 
week, primarily doing slow work 
to improve her technique. 

But Lea does even more training 
on her own, too. Every morning, 
she wakes up at 5 a.m. and heads 
to the barn to let out Corona and 
her other horse, Tiger Lily, who 
Lea doesn’t ride, but who happily 

keeps Corona company. Over the 
summer, Lea rides Corona until 
about 9 a.m., when it gets too hot. 
During the school year, Lea also 
rises at 5 a.m. to tend to her horses, 
but she rides Corona after school 
instead. 

Corona doesn’t see barrels every 
day, as Lea doesn’t want her to get 
sick of them. She often practices 
by breezing, which is essentially a 
sprint for the horse. 

But Corona isn’t the only one 
exercising. Lea does her own arm 
and core strength exercises in order 
to be strong enough to properly 
ride her. 

Lea is hopeful that her hard work 
will enable her to perform better 
this year than at the last national 
championship. She and Corona 
have been practicing regularly to 
improve their technique. And Lea 
and her family are still seeking 

help paying to get to Wyoming for 
the nationals. 

Lea will compete against 44 
teams of some of the best high 
school students in the country, as 
the only person from Vermont to 
ever attend. 

“I’ve always dreamed of this, 
and I’m finally living that,” she 
said. “I just can’t wait, it’s gonna 
be a lot of fun. That adrenaline rush 
is way more than just around here 
in local shows, because there is so 
much on it.”

The family will travel to the 
championship no matter what, 
but they are still looking for 
donations for the expensive trip. 
They hosted a bottle drive on June 
18 to raise money, but so far have 
only raised $1,200 of the $7,500 
goal. To donate, people can Venmo 
VTKrauser or paypal VTJKrause@
gmail.com. 

LEA KRAUSE GUIDES her horse Corona around a barrel at last year’s National High School Rodeo Championship in Lincoln, Neb. 
Photo courtesy of Lea Krause

Rodeo
(Continued from Page 1A) MIKE KRAUSE FIST bumps his daughter Lea as she rides the well-

decorated Corona at a rodeo in New Hampshire.
Photo courtesy of Lea Krause
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By KATIE FUTTERMAN
BRISTOL — You don’t often 

hear of people choosing to sit in an 
outhouse for fun. But everything 
is different in Bristol on July 4 
for the annual Outhouse Races, 
which returned to Bristol’s main 
drag Monday morning after being 
run “unofficially” in a residential 
neighborhood for the past two 
years because of the pandemic. 

In this annual Independence Day 
competition, helmeted, smiling 
competitors sit happily inside 
rolling portable potties, their 
hands gripping the sides for dear 
life, while two teammates push 
and/or pull them up West Street 
the entire breadth of Bristol’s town 
park. The finish line crosses the 
road in front of Holley Hall.

Of course, these are not typical 
smelly outhouses. Instead, they 
are brightly decorated as lemonade 
stands, cocktails, churches and 
more, all the better to capture the 
spirit of the event.

“Anybody can race in the Bristol 
Outhouse Race,” announcer Fred 
Baser told the crowd lining both 
sides of he street on Monday 
before the big parade. “It’s fun, 
it’s a memory. You and your team, 
I’m sure, will be on your mom and 
dad’s best place for photographs.” 

But don’t be fooled. Just 
because it’s fun doesn’t mean it’s 
not competitive, or that strategy 
and technique aren’t in play. 

Should the runners stand behind 
the outhouse? Use two hands or 
one to push? How should the rider 
sit? These are all questions that 
competitors of every generation 
attempt to answer in the minutes 
leading up to the daunting, five-
second countdown to the 9 a.m. 
start time of the races. 

Some even had to figure it 
out during their first run (each 
threesome races in four preliminary 
races, then the heat winners square 
off in a championship contest). 

“The first one, when I was on 
the milk crate, they took off and 
I came right out the back,” said 
Emma Colby, who rode in the 

Outhouses rock on Main Street

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — The defending 

Vermont summer swim team 
champion Vergennes Champs 
opened their 2022 Champlain Valley 
Swim League season on June 30 by 
swamping visiting Winooski, 337-
113. 

The Champs, along with the rest 
of the CVSL, took this Tuesday off. 
They are on the road for their next 
two meets before they return home 
on Thursday, July 14, to entertain 
Essex. 

Against Winooski, Paul Foley led 
the way by sweeping his four races, 
and Jordan Hutchins, Connor Husk, 
Aurora Foley, Bee Eckels and Luke 
Davis all won three times. Will Clark 
and Sebastian Giroux each chipped 
in two victories.

Khanlen Ouimette, Acadia Clark, 
Olivia Rossier, Juliette Angier, 
Scarlett Giroux, Skyler James, Ellie 
Brooks, Ellie Eckels, Clark Crary, 
Lydia Bearor and Isabella Romond 
added a win apiece. 

Vergennes also won 13 of 18 

relays. 
Champs scoring points with top-

three individual results were:
BUTTERFLY

• U-8 boys: 1. P. Foley, 20.74.
• U-10 girls: 1. J. Hutchins, 18:55; 

2. J. Angier. 
• U-10 boys: 1. C. Husk, 16:16; 2. 

S. James.
• U-12 girls: 1. A Foley, 34.63; 2. 

Lauren Husk.
• U-12 boys: 1. K. Ouimette, 

38.33.
• U-14 girls: 2. I. Romond.

• U-14 boys: 2. W. Clark; 3. C. 
Clary. 

• U-18 girls: 1. A. Clark, 30.45; 2. 
Madelyn Giroux.

• U-18 boys: 1. L. Davis, 26.79; 
3. Ethan Croke. 
BACKSTROKE

• U-8 girls: 1. O. Rossier, 27.30; 
2. S. Giroux. 

• U-8 boys: 1. P. Foley, 18.51; 3. 
Lawson Trombley.

• U-10 girls: 1. J. Angier, 22.39; 
2. Roxanne Perry.

• U-10 boys: 1. C. Husk, 18.83; 2. 

Henry Stroup. 
• U-12 girls: 1. A. Foley, 34.89; 2. 

E. Brooks.
• U-12 boys: 2. K. Ouimette. 
• U-14 girls: 2. I. Romond. 
• U-14 boys: 1. W. Clark, 29.54; 

3. Maxwell Goodfellow.
• U-18 girls: 3. B. Eckels. 
• U-18 boys: 1. L. Davis, 31.39; 

2. Ethan Croke. 
BREASTSTROKE

• U-8 girls: 1. S. Giroux, 26.13; 2. 
Mikhan Ouimette. 

Defending titleist Champs claim opener in pool

Athletes spend a long time, 
years, in preparation for their 
moment in the sun, in 
packed gyms perhaps 
or on playing fields 
ringed with cheering 
fans. These moments 
occur at that point 
when their physical 
growth and acquisition 
of skills coincide with 
opportunity. 

Then, poof, it’s over. 
Some will continue to 
play their sports, largely 
in informal settings, 
pick-up or in adult leagues. 
Most athletes, in team sports, 
are involuntarily retired at 18 or 
22, well before their physical or 
competitive peak.

The two years, more or less, 
of the pandemic (and I do realize 
we are not entirely out of the 
woods) introduced unprecedented 
challenges to these athletes, and 
lost opportunities. In 2020-21, 
Middlebury College players lost 
whole competitive seasons, no 
games at all. Area high schools 
played truncated schedules under 
very trying circumstances.

And what about their coaches, 
those men and women who teach 

the broad strategy and precise 
skills of their sports? Every year 

they greet a largely 
new cohort of players. 
The pandemic certainly 
upended their world 
as well. How did they 
adjust and adapt to these 
same unprecedented 
challenges? Enormous 
flexibility and 
forbearance were 
demanded. 

Recently I wrote to a 
number of area coaches, 
both in the high schools 

and at the college, asking them 
to reflect on their experience 
coaching during the pandemic — 
“just a few sentences, off the top of 
your head.” I received a number of 
very thoughtful responses. 

Connie LaRose, longtime 
girls’ basketball coach at Mount 
Abraham, wrote, “It has been 
a great life lesson in not taking 
things for granted. Learning to 
deal with physical activity while 
wearing a mask, no fans, many 
disappointments. The athletes were 
resilient throughout.”

“Resilient” was a word that many 
coaches employed in discussing the 
adversity the pandemic imposed. 

Middlebury College women’s 
basketball coach KJ Krasco wrote 
“our student athletes are resilient, 
and I am so 
grateful for the 
time I can spend 
with them. . . 
(The pandemic) 
challenged us all 
— patience and 
optimism kept 
me going. 

“I truly believe 
that being on a 
team is one of 
the best decisions 
a person can 
make — to help 
with growth and 
have a constant 
support group.”

R e e v e s 
Livesay (girls 
soccer coach at 
MUHS) echoed 
KJ’s sentiment. 
“I’m not sure 
my coaching 
or my guiding 
philosophy has 
changed, but 
this pandemic 
has left me with 
an even greater 

appreciation and love of being a 
part of a team.”

Reeves discussed his 
apprehension in 
the fall of 2020: “I 
wasn’t convinced 
that returning to 
the playing fields 
made sense and 
I didn’t know 
what to make 
of protocols 
requiring us 
to wipe down 
balls after every 
practice and to 
screen students 
with ‘no touch’ 
thermometers that 
had the accuracy 
of a random 
number generator.

“It didn’t take 
me long to realize 
being together 
with the team was 
the absolute best 
part of the school 
day. The soccer 
field was an escape 
to normalcy 
after the long, 
draining school 
day zooming in 

remote learners while also trying 
to engage a sparsely filled room of 
students scattered at least six feet 
apart.”

Dave Campbell, men’s lacrosse 
coach at Middlebury College, wrote 
that “the pandemic crystallized 
what being part of a team meant 
to me as a coach.” Before the 
Plattsburgh game on March 10, 
2020, “just as the school and the 
world was shutting down,” Dave 
urged his players in his pregame 
talk “to show each other how much 
you care about your teammates, 
your seniors, by how hard you play 
and by how much you celebrate for 
them on the field.

“I also asked the team to play 
with as much joy as they were 
capable of in the face of what was 
coming our way.” 

Kevin Hayes, Vergennes boys’ 
soccer coach, wrote that he felt 
“a deeper appreciation for the 
importance of team sports in the 
lives of our athletes during the 
first season in 2020. No one really 
knew what might happen. So when 
the athletes came each day and 
followed the mask guidelines, 
endured temperature checks and 
hand sanitizing, along with space 

Resilience: Pandemic perspectives from area coaches

Sports (Mostly)
KARL 

LINDHOLM

MIDDLEBURY — Ralph Myhre 
Golf Course’s Lucas Politano won 
the New England Junior PGA 
Championship on June 28 and 29 
at the Shaker Hills Country Club in 
Harvard, Mass.

Politano, a Brandon resident 
and underclassman at Otter Valley 
Union High School, shot rounds of 
71 and 75 on the par-72 course to 
prevail by a stroke against many 
golfers who are two or three years 
older. 

He was the only Vermonter 
competing, and Politano’s 
victory made him eligible to 
head to the national Junior PGA 
Championship, to be held from 
Aug. 2 to 5 at Cog Hill Golf and 
Country Club in Chicago.

In regular Wednesday Evening 
Four Ball play on June 29 at Ralph 
Myhre, the team of Brady Fallon 
and Patrick Fallon earned the best 
gross score, while the duo of Mike 
Johnston and Steve Kayhart carded 
the second best gross result. 

David Holbrook and Joe Forgues 
were the net score winners. 

In the Lawson’s Points Pool 
standings Holbrook and Forgues 
are in the lead with 100 points, and 
Johnston and Kayhart are in second 
with 40.

In Thursday Afternoon Bill 
Davidson Men’s Golf on June 
30, the trio of Tim Etchells, Steve 
Maier and Uwe Luksch prevailed. 
The threesomes of Donald Dayton, 
Ken Wakefield and Ken Roth, and 
Joe Bartlett, Mike Adams, and 
Larry Duffany were second and 
third, respectively. 

On July 1 in the Friday Evening 
Mixer, the foursome of Carl Fogel, 
Adam Azia, Beau Cramer and 
James Walter came out on top, with 
Jim and Deb Hadeka, and Bob and 
Sheila Cameron the runners-up. 

Politano wins 
New England 
golf tourney

“Being together with the 
team was the absolute 
best part of the school 
day (during the first 
fall of the pandemic). 
The soccer field was an 
escape to normalcy after 
the long, draining school 
day … trying to engage 
a sparsely filled room 
of students scattered at 
least six feet apart.”

— MUHS soccer coach 
Reeves Livesay

(See Lindholm, Page 3B)

(See Swim, Page 3B)

New team surprises as race returns to downtown home

AFTER A HARD-FOUGHT final and an equally quick qualifying heat, the three members of the winning LaRose Surveys (above left), Zeke Savage, Koby LaRose and Emma Colby, 
proudly display their trophies after Monday’s Bristol Outhouse races. Earlier during race action, the Village Creeme Stand trio (above right) powers their ship toward the finish line.

Independent photos/Steve James

MEMBERS OF THE Hatch 31 team, above left, pull and push their way through a preliminary heat on Monday morning. Above right, members of the Cocktail-themed outhouse 
— Jeannie Keller on throne, flanked by Raul Zunida and Beth Ziegler — psych themselves up before the race.

Independent photos/Steve James

outhouse for winning team LaRose 
Surveys. “But the second one I just 
rode without the crate, all good.” 

Despite it being their first time 
participating in the races, the team 
had confidence from the beginning. 

“We’re pumped to win,” said 

Zeke Savage, one of the runners, 
before even racing in the first 
round. 

Tristan Pudvah, a runner for The 
First Baptist Church outhouse, 
changed his running technique 
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802-388-3362 802-388-3362 

Wellness        

Want to advertise in this
Directory?

Practitioner Practitioner 
of the Weekof the Week

“Wellness is more than the absence of illness.”

50 Court St • Middlebury, Vt 05753

A Center for 
Independent Health Care Practitioners

SOMAWORK

WELLNESS
CENTER

Jim Condon Jim Condon ..... 802-388-4880 or 802-475-2349
    SomaWork

Caryn Etherington Caryn Etherington ............  802-388-4882 ext. 3
    Therapeutic Massage & Bodywork

Charlotte BishopCharlotte Bishop ................ 802-388-4882 ext. 4
    Therapeutic Soft & Deep Tissue

JoAnne KenyonJoAnne Kenyon...............................802-388-0254
Energy Work                www.joanne.abmp.com

Winfield Kelley, D.C. Winfield Kelley, D.C. ....................... 802-453-6010
   Chiropractic Treatment

Donna Belcher, M.A.Donna Belcher, M.A. ..................... 802-388-3362
    Licensed Psychologist - Master

Nancy TellierNancy Tellier.................... 802-388-4882 ext. 1
Ortho-Bionomy®

Hyla DickinsonHyla Dickinson...................................... 802-989-2969
Therapeutic Massage, Lymph Drainage
Craniosacral & Visceral Manipulation

Donna Belcher, 
M.A., psychologist-
master, has been 
in private practice 
in Vermont for 34 
years. She has felt 
privileged to work 
with a wide variety 
of people. She has 
experience with 
such challenges 
as: depression, 
anxiety, grief, 
chronic illness, 
divorce, caregiver 
burnout, work 
stress, mid life 
transitions and 
developing a 
deeper connection with creativity 
and life purpose.

My offi ce is currently open for 
telephone, online, and in person 
appointments.

Most insurances now cover 
telephone and video.

Donna Belcher, 
MA Licensed 
Psychologist 

- Master, 
Psychotherapy
 & Hypnosis

Directory

Outhouse 
(Continued from Page 1B)

during the run itself, realizing that 
he needed to use his outside hand 
to pump his run, and the inside one 
to push the outhouse. His other 
runner, Maisy Hill, caught on, 
and together, they pushed Jakob 
Hill through the toilet paper finish 
line, stretched across the road and 
secured by a plunger on each side. 

That’s not to say these teams 
hadn’t practiced beforehand. But 
everything was different on the 
July 4 race day, with an enormous 
crowd lining each side of the street, 
and Baser commenting over a loud 
speaker. 

“It was harder because there 
was a whole crowd watching,” 
said Oliver Zelonis, 13, a runner 
for the 5Town Riders mountain 
biking team. “When we raced 
by ourselves we were just sort of 
fooling around, but it was, like, the 
pressure was on.” 

The team had initially planned to 
roll a toilet paper roll behind them 
from the back of their outhouse, 
but the race started too quickly. 

“It was scary,” said Joe Sullivan, 
14, who rode in the outhouse. “We 
almost ran into the crowd, so that 
was interesting.” 

The 5Town Riders ultimately 
placed second in their heat. 

“We race mountain biking in the 
fall, so part of our team is that we 
don’t always win. But we have fun 
and we work together,” said coach 
Julie Clark. 

But the loss was not easy 
on everyone. How did it go 
for reigning champs, Lincoln 

Construction Company? 
“Not great,” said longtime 

competitor and multiple winner 
Cameron Perta, a runner for the 
Lincoln team.

He worried that his squad’s poor 
lane placement had contributed 
to their second-place finish in 
the final round, but conceded the 
strength of the winning team. 

“They were fast. We knew 
they’d be fast. They looked fast, 
looked strong, looked agile,” said 
Perta. 

Koby LaRose, a runner for the 
LaRose Survey team, reported 
being tired out from running the 
5K road race earlier that morning. 
But his career as a basketball and 
lacrosse player at Mount Abraham 
Union High School, from which 
graduated in 2021, helped give him 
the athletic prowess to prevail, he 
said. 

“It was an effort there at the 
end. We were trying our hardest, 
but luckily it panned out for us. 
Everybody did great. We’re all 
friends with everyone in the race, 
so it’s all fun,” LaRose said.

The team crossed the finish 
line just milliseconds before 
Lincoln Construction Co. But the 
competition isn’t over yet, as both 
teams vowed to return next year, 
craving a victory. 

“Same team, same mentality, 
we’re back at it. Until it’s named 
after us, we’re coming back 
forever,” Perta said. 

“We gotta hold the title next 
year,” Savage said. “We’ll be 
here.” 

ABOVE, BETH ZIEGLER appears to be moving the Cocktail outhouse with mere mental telepathy and seated Jeannie Keller seems to enjoy 
the ride. Below left, the NBM team are practically spitting fire their outhouse is moving so fast, and below right, the winning LaRose Surveys 
team members catch their breath after achieve the pinnacle of outhouse racing. Top right, announcer Fred Baser had a lot of fun calling the 
outhouse races.

Independent photos/Steve James

FOUR MOUNT ABE basketball players didn’t win the outhouse race trophy but they were voted best 
decorated for their lemonade stand-themed trimmings (above); pictured from left are Louisa Painter, 
Maia Jensen, Morgan Bernard and Payton Vincent. Below, rider Emma Colby holds on for dear life as the 
LaRose Surveys outhouse hurtles to victory.

Independent photos/Steve James
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Vermont’s “Sweetest” Half Marathon is Back!

After two years off because of the pandemic (2020 and 2021), central Vermont's sweetest 
half marathon is back on! But... We're changing the date from the spring to fall.

Sunday, Oct. 2, 2022

REGISTER TODAY!
1/2 MARATHON DISTANCE CAPPED AT 

750 RUNNERS —DON’T DELAY!

1/2 marathon (individual and relay) and 3 mile distances.
Enjoy the beautiful course through Middlebury and Weybridge 

on paved and gravel roads with breathtaking views!

M I D D L E B U R Y M A P L E R U N . C O M
Teams and Individuals  •  388-3060

VERMONTSUN.COM

SWIM 600 YARDS     BIKE 14 MILES     RUN 3.1 MILES

TRIATHLON

LAKE DUNMORE TRIATHLON
AUGUST 14

1600 yard swim • 28 mile bike • 6.2 mile run1600 yard swim • 28 mile bike • 6.2 mile run

JULY 17 AND AUGUST 14

BRANBURY CLASSIC TRIATHLON
JULY 17 –1.5 mile paddle • 14 mile bike • 3.1 mile run

sense of team spirit. 
“For me,” Kevin wrote about the 

next season, 2021, “the attentiveness 
I received from them regarding the 
specific concepts I was teaching 
was great. I think they knew how 
lucky they were to be able to have a 
season. Since I have been coaching, 
I have never used the ‘mentor’ part 
of ‘coach/mentor’ more than I did 
over the last two years.”

“My initial response to your 
questions,” MUHS girls’ basketball 
coach Chris Altemose wrote, “was 
deeply and physically emotional. 
I recall many experiences, 
feelings, emotions, moments, and 
contradictions: the sadness of losing 
half of our basketball season, but the 
joy of getting to have some season; 
the challenge of structuring masked 
and distanced practices, but the 
appreciation that we were able to get 
together for practice; the sadness of 
playing games in empty gyms, but 
the joy that we were still able to play. 

“I’d like to think that the pandemic 
experience enhanced my perspective 

and helped me to refocus on what 
is really important to me. I truly 
enjoy teaching a game that I love 
and trying to help a group of young 

people become the best they can 
be as they work toward a common 
goal.” 

“While I would not want 
to experience the pandemic 
again,” wrote Nicole Wilkerson 
(Middlebury College cross-country 
coach), “our team and I are incredibly 
more resilient and I have learned to 
be more patient, which is something 
that I was not quite known for.

“For me as a coach, I like to go-
go-go, always looking and planning 
ahead, preparing the team and 
myself for everything. Not knowing 
what lay ahead made me slow down 
and take things day by day. It was 
a lesson that I didn’t have a choice 
to learn but is proving to be very 
helpful now. Never would a track 
coach want to say, ‘slow down,’ but 
I have learned, am learning, that 
slowing down is OK.

“The pandemic was/is awful, 
but we were able to thread together 
some silver linings.”

————
Contact Karl Lindholm at 

lindholm@middlebury.edu.

 “Our team and I are 
incredibly more resilient 
and I have learned to be 
more patient, which is 
something that I was not 
quite known for.”

— Middlebury College 
cross-country coach 

Nicole Wilkerson

Lindholm 
(Continued from Page 1B)

• U-8 boys: 1. P. Foley, 23.05; 2. 
Martin Gee.

• U-10 girls: 1. J. Hutchins, 
22.41; 2. Isabella de la Cruz.

• U-10 boys: 1. S. James, 24.95; 
2. Weston Kittredge. 

• U-12 girls: 1. E. Brooks, 45.52; 
2. Reese Muzzy. 

• U-12 boys: 1. S. Giroux, 39.95.
• U-14 girls: 1. Ellie Eckels, 

40.56.
• U-14 boys: 1. C. Crary, 35.19; 

2. Noah Smits.
• U-18 girls: 1. B. Eckels, 37.29; 

3. A. Clark.
FREESTYLE

• U-8 girls: 1. L. Bearor, 23.40; 2. 
S. Giroux.

• U-8 boys: 1. P. Foley, 15.43; 2. 
M. Gee. 

• U-10 girls: 1. J. Hutchins; 2. I. 
De la Cruz. 

• U-10 boys: 1. C. Husk, 15.54; 
2. W. Kittredge.

• U-12 girls: 1. A. Foley, 30.10; 2. 
Ella Bearor.

• U-12 boys: 1. S. Giroux, 32.38; 
2. K. Ouimette.

• U-14 girls: 1. I. Romond, 29.70; 
2. Ellie Eckels.

• U-14 boys: 1. W. Clark, 24.22.
• U-18 girls: 1. B. Eckels, 28.06; 

2. M. Giroux.
• U-18 boys: 1. L. Davis, 24.74; 

3. E. Croke. 

WEST HAVEN — Orwell’s 
Tim LaDuc won the main event 
at Devil’s Bowl Speedway on 
Saturday night, going coast-to-
coast in the Sportsman Modified 
Feature after also claiming an 
earlier race.

Orwell’s Daryl Gebo and 
Ripton’s Chris Sumner also 
picked up victories as Addison 
County drivers won four of the 
seven races on the dirt track’s 
card. 

LaDuc scored his second of 
two victories on the evening in 
the 50-lap Sportsman Modified 
feature. He started in the front row 
and took command early. David 
Bosclair finished second, followed 
by Bristol’s Josh Masterson and 
Middlebury’s Todd Stone in 

third and fourth, respectively. 
Brandon’s Vince Quenneville 
(ninth) also cracked the top 10. 

LaDuc had a big — and long — 
night; he also drove to victory in 
the $750-to-win Enduro race.

Gebo won for the third time 
this summer, claiming first in the 
20-lap Rookie Sportsman feature 
after starting 11th. Rounding out 
the top five finishers were Randy 
Edson, Russ Farr, Robert Gauthier 
and Kamden Duffy.

Sumner won the first of two 
20-lap Mini Stock races. He was 
followed by Matt Wade, Tyler 
Bell, Clemmy Bell and Salisbury’s 
Brian Blake in the top five.

In the second Mini Stock 20-lap 
feature Chase Allen took the win, 
followed by Chris Conroy, Adam 

Mahoney, Damian Olden and 
Craig Kirby.

Scott Fitzgerald earned the 
Limited Sportsman 25-lap feature 
victory. Katrina Bean, Josh 
LeClaire, Shoreham’s Anthony 
Ryan and AJ Munger rounded out 
the top five finishers.

Chayton Young took first in the 
15-lap 500cc Mini Sprint feature. 
He was followed by Logan Dennis, 
Roger LaDuc, Vern Woodard and 
Chris Lennox.

Will Hull led the SCONE 360 
Sprints to the checkered flag in the 
series’ second visit of the season 
to the bowl. He was followed by 
Chris Donnelly, Matt Hoyt, Caleb 
Lamson and Floyd Billington in 
the top five.

LaDuc has big night at Bowl

Swim 
(Continued from Page 1B)

ADVERTISE Email us at:
ads@addisonindependent.com

Orwell racer leads parade of local dirt-track winners

Pole dancer
A ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK flashes it’s fancy vest recently in Lincoln.  

Photo-Dale Cockrell
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Saturday, July 9, 2022 • 9:00 AM-1:00 PM
 ANTIQUES  •  JEWELRY

PUZZLES & BOARD GAMES
WHITE ELEPHANT ITEMS • LINENS

CHILDREN’S ITEMS & TOYS
 HOMEMADE PIES  •  SILENT AUCTION 

HAND SQUEEZED LEMONADE
MEXICAN FOOD

GARDEN  •  SPORTING GOODS
OVER $22,000 WENT TO SUPPORT

LOCAL CHARITABLE EFFORTS LAST YEAR
For more information visit STSTEPHENSMIDD.ORG

calendarcalendar
communitycommunity

What once was
SILVER LAKE’S SHORE was once home to a hotel. Hear about it and other lake stories 

at the Salisbury Historical Society’s presentation on Wednesday, July 13, at 7 p.m. at the 
Salisbury Congregational Church.

Archival photo

Book donation day in Vergennes. 
Thursday, July 7, 3-6 p.m., Parking 

Lot, Bixby Memorial Library, 258 Main 
St. Bring your book donations for the next 
Friends Used Book Sale to the Bixby Library. 
Special needs this month are children’s books. 
Make sure your books are in good condition and 
recently published (2010 or after). Bring them to 
the parking lot behind the Bixby. More info call 
802-877-2211.

Great Brandon Auction in Brandon. 
Friday, July 8, 11 a.m.-7 p.m. Auction 

Center, 6 Park St. Bid on silent auction 
items or walk out the door with our eBay style 
“Buy It Now” option. Continues through July 9.

Age Well grab and go meal in Starksboro. 
Friday, July 8, 3:30 p.m., Starksboro Baptist 
Church, Route 116. Please stay in your car. 
Drive up, check-in, contact-free pick up. 
Barbeque chicken, baked beans, cauliflower, 
wheat bread, strawberry shortcake, and milk. 
Advanced reservations only. Call Michelle by 
July 3 to reserve at 802-377-1419. Open to 
anyone age 60 and up and their spouse of any 
age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery may be 
provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. 
TVT requires 48-hour notice. 

Mukana in New Haven. Friday, July 8, 6-7:30 
p.m., Lincoln Peak Vineyard, 142 River Rd. 
Mukana (meaning “opportunity” in the Shona 
language of Zimbabwe) is an eclectic gathering 
of world-class musicians. This international band 
blends world and jazz traditions in sophisticated 
arrangements, with beautiful complexity and 
global rhythms. The third performance in Town 
Hall Theater’s World Music+Wine series. Tickets 
$15 advance/$18 door/kids 12 and under free, 
available www.townhalltheater.org, by calling 
802-382-9222, or at the door. 

Museum after hours summer party in 
Ferrisburgh. Friday, July 8, Lake Champlain 
Maritime Museum, Basin Harbor Rd. Lake 
Champlain Maritime Museum is opening up 
after hours for a special summer party this 
July! Enjoy live music, wood-fired pizza, lu•lu 
ice cream, a special summer cocktail, outside 
exhibits, and more. Tickets are $40 per person 
and include food and drink. More info at www.
lcmm.org/event/summerparty.

Wildlife walk in Middlebury. 
Saturday, July 9, 7-9 a.m., Otter View 

Park, corner of Weybridge St. and Pulp 
Mill Bridge Rd. Otter Creek Audubon and the 

Middlebury Area Land Trust invite community 
members to help survey birds and other wildlife 
at Otter View Park and the Hurd Grassland. 
Meet at Otter View Park parking area. Shorter 
and longer routes possible. Beginning birders 
are welcome. Come for all or part of the walk. 
Please bring a mask. For information call 802-
388-1007 or 802-388-6019. 

Great Brandon Auction in Brandon. Saturday, 
July 9, 8 a.m.-2 p.m., Auction Center, 6 Park St. 
Auction closes. See July 8 listing.

Peasant Market in Middlebury. Saturday, July 9, 
9 a.m.-1 p.m., on the town green. St. Stephen’s 
offers up its annual and beloved peasant market. 
Fabulous deals on jewelry, toys, sporting 
goods, garden accessories, plants, household 
goods, linens, antiques and collectibles. Fresh 
squeezed lemonade, homemade baked goods 
and wonderful fruit pies. 

Used book sale in Vergennes. Saturday, July 9, 9 
a.m.-noon, Bixby Memorial Library, 258 Main St. 
Come and find a book treasure downstairs in the 
OCR room. Enter from the back parking lot. Take 
as many as you want and make a donation.

Revolutionary War weekend in Hubbardton. 
Saturday, July 9, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Hubbardton 
Battlefield State Historic Site, 5696 Monument 
Hill Rd. The sights and sounds of the American 
Revolution will come alive at the Hubbardton 
Battlefield at this full-scale living history 
weekend commemorating the Revolutionary 
War battle fought on July 7, 1777. 

Middlebury Community Music School concert 
in Middlebury. Saturday, July 9, 1 p.m., 
Reference Room, Ilsley Public Library, 75 
Main St. IPL is partnering with MCMC for free 
concerts in the library. Musician will be either 
teachers or students from MCMC.

Takeout turkey and salad supper in Vergennes. 
**CANCELED** Saturday, July 9, 5-6 p.m., 
Vergennes United Methodist Church, Main 
Street, Vergennes, (across from the Vergennes 
Opera House).

King Pede card party in Ferrisburgh. Saturday, 
July 9, 6:30 p.m., Ferrisburgh Town Hall and 
Community Center, Route 7. A sandwich supper 
and then on to an evening of fun and card 
games. King Pede is an unusual game that 
involves “trick-taking” techniques such as in 
Hearts and Spades or Pitch. Attendees should 
be fully vaccinated against COVID-19.

Revolutionary War weekend in 
Hubbardton. Sunday, July 10, 7:45 

a.m.-3 p.m., Hubbardton Battlefield 
State Historic Site, 5696 Monument Hill Rd. See 
July 9 listing.

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Bristol. Monday, July 11, 11 a.m., 

American Legion, Airport Dr. Drive 
in, loop around, and stay in your car. 

Spaghetti and meatballs, cannellini green bean 
blend, garlic roll, Father’s Day cake and milk. 
Advanced reservations only. Call Michelle to 
reserve by Thursday, July 11, at 802-377-1419. 
Open to anyone age 60 and up and their spouse 
of any age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery 
may be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to 
inquire. TVT requires 48-hour notice.

City Band performance in Vergennes. Monday, 
July 11, 7 p.m., on the green. Free.

Age Well and Vergennes Seniors in-
person meal in Vergennes. Tuesday, 

THURSDAYjuly
7

FRIDAYjuly
8

SATURDAYjuly
9

SUNDAYjuly
10

MONDAYjuly
11

TUESDAYjuly
12

July 12, 10 a.m., Vergennes Congregational 
Church, 30 South Water St. Doors open at 10 
a.m. Meal served at 11:45 a.m. Cheese tortellini 
Alfredo, carrots, peas, wheat bread, watermelon 
and milk. Advanced reservations only. Call 
Michelle to reserve by Thursday, July 7, at 802-
377-1419. $5 suggested donation. Please bring 
your own place setting. Open to anyone age 
60 and up and their spouse of any age. Local 
bus provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to 
arrange. TVT requires a 48-hour notice. Masks 
encouraged unless seated and eating. Please 
stay home if you don’t feel well.

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Shoreham. Wednesday, July 13, 11 

a.m.-noon, Halfway House, Route 22A. 
Pick up at back door, meals will be brought out. 
Meatloaf, mashed potatoes, vegetable, roll and 
dessert. Open to anyone age 60 and up and 
their spouse of any age. Free ride or pick-up and 
delivery may be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-
2287 to inquire. TVT requires a 48-hour notice. 
Call the restaurant to reserve at least 24-hours in 
advance at 802-897-5160.

Age Well Porky’s luncheon in New Haven. 
Wednesday, July 13, 11 a.m., Porky’s, Route 7. 
Doors open at 11 a.m. Meal served at 11:30 a.m. 
of Turkey and cheddar on wheat with lettuce and 
tomato, broccoli salad and strawberry shortcake. 
Coffee, tea, water, or milk. $5 suggested donation 
collected at the meal does not include gratuity. 
Advanced reservations only. Call Michelle by 
Thursday, July 7, at 802-377-1419. Open to 
anyone age 60 and up and their spouse of any 
age. Free ride may be provided. Call TVT at 802-
388-2287 to inquire. TVT requires 48-hour notice. 
Meal may be served in the pavilion if conditions 
allow. Masks encouraged unless seated and 
eating. Please stay home if you don’t feel well.

Age Well grab and go meal in Monkton. 
Wednesday, July 13, 11:30 a.m., Monkton Town 
Hall, 280 Monkton Ridge. Drive up, check-in, 
pick-up. Spaghetti and meatballs, cannellini 
green bean blend, garlic roll, Father’s Day cake 
and milk. Advanced reservations only. Call 
Michelle to reserve by Thursday, July 7, at 802-
377-1419. Open to anyone age 60 and up and 
their spouse of any age. Free ride or pick-up and 
delivery may be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-
2287 to inquire. TVT requires 48-hour notice.

“From Skiffs to Sail Ferries: The Story 
of Vermont’s Small Boat Traditions” in 
Middlebury. Wednesday, July 13, 6 p.m., 
Community Room, Ilsley Public Library, 75 
Main St. In this slide presentation, Douglas 
Brooks shares his research on the traditions of 
small boat building in Vermont, and his work in 
recreating some of these historic vessels.

Town Band performs in Bristol. Wednesday, July 
13, 7-8:30 p.m. Town Green. The Bristol Band, 
which has been making music since 1870, will 
play in the gazebo every Wednesday. It’s First 
Baptists Church Brownie Sundaes Night. Bring 
a lawn chair or blanket.

Silver Lake presentation in Salisbury. 
Wednesday, July 13, 7 p.m., Salisbury 
Congregational Church, 853 Maple St. The 
Salisbury Historical Society presents a pictorial 
and narrative of Leicester’s Silver Lake. Bill 
Powers shares 180+ pictures and illustrations 
he has gathered over the past 25 years. This 
presentation includes pictures from the 1880s to 
the present day.

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Vergennes. Thursday, July 14, 11 

a.m., St Peter’s Parish Hall, 85 S. Maple 
St. Please stay in your car. Drive up, check-in, 
contact free pick up. Spaghetti and meatballs, 
cannellini green bean blend, garlic roll, Father’s 
Day cake and milk. Advanced reservations only. 
Call Michelle to reserve by Sunday, July 10, at 
802-377-1419. Open to anyone age 60 and up 
and their spouse of any age. Free ride or pick-up 
and delivery may be provided. Call TVT at 802-
88-2287 to inquire. TVT requires 48-hour notice.

Movies in the Park After Dark in Bristol. Thursday, 
July 14, dusk, town green. “Star Wars: The Force 
Awakens,” with guest appearances from the 
501st Legion. Free and open to the public.

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Starksboro. Friday, July 15, 3:30 

p.m., Starksboro Baptist Church, Route 
116. Please stay in your car. Drive up, check-in, 
contact free pick up. Spaghetti and meatballs, 
cannellini green bean blend, garlic roll, Father’s 
Day cake and milk. Advanced reservations only. 
Call Michelle to reserve by Sunday, July 10, at 
802-377-1419. Open to anyone age 60 and up 
and their spouse of any age. Free ride or pick-
up and delivery may be provided. Call TVT at 
802-388-2287 to inquire. TVT requires 48-hour 
notice.

WEDNESDAYjuly
13

THURSDAYjuly
14

FRIDAYjuly
15

Ice Cream Social in Shoreham. Friday, July 15, 5-8 
p.m., Shoreham Congregational Church, School 
St. Come get your take-out sundae and celebrate 
the Shoreham community in conjunction with the 
Shoreham Night Block Party on the town green.

Folk storytelling with Tim Jennings 
in Lincoln. Saturday, July 16, noon. 

Lincoln Library, River Rd. For school 
age children and their families. Enjoy a snack at 
11:30 a.m. before the storytelling gets started.

Vermont Sun Triathlon events in 
Salisbury. Sunday, July 17, 8:30 

a.m., Branbury State Park, Route 53. 
The Vermont Sun Triathlon, a 600-yard swim/14-
mile Bike/3.1-mile run, and the Branbury Classic, 
a 1.5-mile paddle/14-mile bike/3.1-mile run. More 
info and registration at vermontsuntriathlonseries.
com. Registration/bib pick-up online or 6:25-7:30 
a.m. at Branbury on race morning.

Addison County BIPOC+ summer BBQ in 
Weybridge. Sunday, July 17, 5 p.m. Enjoy a 
summer barbeque with fellow Vermonters of 
color at our July in-person gathering. Come 
together to eat, share stories, roast s’mores, play 
games and just chill out. Our generous hosts will 
provide vegetarian and turkey burgers as well as 
drinks. If you are able, please bring a side dish or 
dessert to share. For the address, please RSVP 
to addisonctypoc@gmail.com or our Facebook 
group at facebook.com/groups/addisonbipoc.

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Bristol. Monday, July 18, 11 a.m., 

American Legion, Airport Dr. Drive in, 
loop around, and stay in your car. Beef 

steak with mushroom gravy, mashed potatoes, 
broccoli, roll, pumpkin cookie and milk. Advanced 
reservations only. Call Michelle to reserve by 
Thursday, July 14, at 802-377-1419. Open to 
anyone age 60 and up and their spouse of any 
age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery may be 
provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. 
TVT requires 48-hour notice.

City Band performance in Vergennes. Monday, 
July 18, 7 p.m., on the green. Free.

Age Well and Vergennes Seniors in-
person meal in Vergennes. Tuesday, 

July 19, Vergennes Congregational 
Church, 30 South Water St. Doors open at 10 
a.m. Meal served at 11:45 a.m. of BBQ chicken 
fingers, diced carrots, diced potatoes, rye bread, 
fruit cocktail and milk. Advanced reservations 
only. Call Michelle to reserve by Thursday, July 
14, at 802-377-1419. $5 suggested donation. 
Please bring your own place setting. Open to 
anyone age 60 and up and their spouse of any 
age. Local bus provided. Call TVT at 802-388-
2287 to arrange. TVT requires a 48-hour notice. 
Masks encouraged unless seated and eating. 
Please stay home if you don’t feel well. 

Age Well grab and go meal in Bridport. Tuesday, 
July 19, 11 a.m., Bridport Congregational Church, 
Middle Rd. Please stay in your car. Drive up, 
check-in, contact free pick up. Beef steak with 
mushroom gravy, mashed potatoes, broccoli, roll, 
pumpkin cookie and milk. Advanced reservations 
only. Call Michelle to reserve by Thursday, July 14, 
at 802-377-1419. Open to anyone age 60 and up 
and their spouse of any age. Free ride or pick-up 
and delivery may be provided. Call TVT at 802-
388-2287 to inquire. TVT requires 48-hour notice.

Outdoor story time in Ferrisburgh. Tuesday, July 
19, 3:30 p.m., Rokeby Museum, 4334 Route 7. 
The Bixby Library and Rokeby Museum presents 
the second of three free story times and sing-
alongs outside on the Rokeby lawn. The theme 
is Freedom. Admission to Rokeby on Tuesdays 
after 1 p.m. is pay what you can. Come early 
and explore the exhibits, trails and 

SATURDAYjuly
16

SUNDAYjuly
17

MONDAYjuly
18

TUESDAYjuly
19

We will have an early deadline for submissions 
to the community calendar in the July 21 
edition. If you wish to put something in the 
the calendar appearing in two Thursdays from 
today, make sure you email them to calendar@
addisonindependent.com by 12 noon on Friday, 
July 15 — that’s two work days earlier than 
usual.

Thank you so much.

EARLY DEADLINE

CALENDARONLINE
addisonindependent.com

ARTS+LEISURE
EVERY THURSDAY IN YOUR ADDY INDY

Used Book Sale
    Saturday, July 9th | 10am-2pm

Weather permitting, the book sale will be 
outside in the Middlebury Town O�  ces Plaza.

If inclement, it will be in the Community Room
at Ilsley Library.

Cash or check only. All sales support library programs.

MIDD SUMMER MIDD SUMMER 
MARKETMARKET

We’re taking a week off to enjoy

Festival on the Green
No market 7/14!

We’ll be back on Thursday, July 21
Hosted by the Better Middlebury Partnership.

Vendor application details at
ExperienceMiddlebury.com

 

OtterCreekBakery.com

14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDDLEBURY, VT  |  802-388-3371
OPEN TUESDAY—SATURDAY, 7AM-4PM | SUNDAY 8AM-2PM

Extending a warm “welcome” 
to ALL language school 
students this summer!

 “Namaste”
“Bienvenue!”

“Willkommen!”

“Bienvenidos!”
 “欢迎 Huanying!”
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Thursday July 14th at 7:00
Reggie Harris

Thursday July 14th at 8:30
Damn Tall Buildings

Friday July 15th at 8:30
C.F.I 

Friday July 15th at 7:00
Oshima Brothers

See our ad in today’s Arts+Leisure for a full line-up | Info: 802-239-1976 | festivalonthegreen.org

BRANDON — Visual artist, 
graffiti scholar and educator Will 
Kasso Condry of Brandon has been 
selected as the first recipient of The 
Vermont Prize, a new endeavor 
aimed at celebrating and supporting 
the best visual art being made in 
Vermont.

A collaborative initiative of the 
Brattleboro Museum & Art Center 
(BMAC), Burlington City Arts 
(BCA), The Current, and the Hall 
Art Foundation, The Vermont Prize 
is juried by one representative 
from each of the four partner 
organizations and one special guest 
juror.

Kasso Condry’s award was 
announced last week. 

The Vermont Prize is awarded 
to one artist annually. The winner 
is selected on the basis of artistic 
excellence, regardless of career 
stage. The winner receives $5,000, 
and their work is showcased and 
archived at vermontprize.org and 
on social media. Applications 
are accepted from visual artists 
currently living and working in 
Vermont. The Vermont Prize 
is open to individuals as well 
as collaborating artists. Artists 
working in any visual medium are 
welcome to apply. 

This year’s guest juror is 
Kelly Baum, the Cynthia Hazen 
Polsky and Leon Polsky Curator 
of Contemporary Art at The 
Metropolitan Museum of Art.

“Will Kasso Condry impresses in 
every way,” Baum said. “Premised 
on deeply held ethical beliefs, his 
visually stunning, highly chromatic, 
labor-intensive drawings and 
paintings take their inspiration from 
Afrofuturism, a philosophy that 
privileges Black agency, creativity 
and excellence, forging a political 
and aesthetic language that serves 
as a corrective to past and present 
wrongs. Condry is an exceptional 
artist doing exceptional work in and 
for Vermont.”

Condry explains his thinking in 
an artist statement.

“I use my art to weave the rich 
and layered stories of the African 
diaspora as an Afrofuturistic 

& Girls Club and SAGE Coalition. 
He has served as artist-in-residence 
at Princeton University and 
Middlebury College. 

With Jennifer Herrera Condry and 
Alexa Herrera Condry, he founded 
Juniper Creative Arts, a Brandon-
based Black and Dominican family 
collective that “uses visual art to 
uplift the voices of people on the 
margins.” His work has been shown 
in solo and group exhibitions, and 
his murals have been commissioned 
by public, private and corporate 
clients in New Jersey, California 
and Vermont.

The four jurors representing the 
partner organizations were BCA 
Curator and Director of Exhibitions 
Heather Ferrell, BMAC Director of 
Exhibitions Sarah Freeman, Hall 
Art Foundation Director Maryse 
Brand, and The Current Executive 
Director Rachel Moore.

“It was an honor to serve as one 
of the jurors for the inaugural year 
of The Vermont Prize,” Ferrell said. 
“I was impressed by the breadth of 
creative talent, as well as the level 
of artistic excellence represented by 
the diversity of applications the jury 
reviewed. The Prize serves a vital 
need in supporting and elevating the 
role of artists in our community.”

Freeman and Brand also 
expressed appreciation for the 
opportunity to view work by talented 
artists from across Vermont. “The 
fact that it was such a tough choice 
speaks volumes about the caliber of 
the artists working in Vermont right 
now,” Brand said.

The deadline to submit an 
application for next year’s Vermont 
Prize is March 31, 2023.

Visit vermontprize.org to learn 
more or apply.

BRANDON ARTIST WILL Kasso 
Condry has won the inaugural 
Vermont Prize, a new award that 
celebrates and supports the best 
visual art being made in Vermont 
today.

Photo credit Alexa Herrera Condry

“THE ALCHEMIST” IS a 2021 work by Brandon artist Will Kasso Condry that was inspired by Afrofuturism, 
a philosophy that privileges Black agency. The 11-by-14-inch work was created with alcohol marker, pen 
and ink on Bristol board.

Condry wins Vermont art prize

artist and educator,” he writes. 
“Be it fantastical or rooted in our 
current reality, my work reflects 
the multitude of dimensions 
and experiences Black people 
navigate … I want the observer to 
be transported within a universe 
filled with infinite possibilities; 
to understand that the Black 
imagination is our key to liberation, 
and that Black joy is the root that 
binds it all.”

Born and raised in Trenton, 
N.J., Condry studied fine art and 
illustration at The College of 
New Jersey as a first-generation 
college student. He furthered his 
education with graffiti artist Daniel 
“POSE 2” Hopkins and muralist 
Dave McShane of Mural Arts 
Philadelphia. For over 20 years, 
he has worked with young people 
through a variety of community 
organizations, including the Boys 

NEWS

Lincoln Have a news tip?
Call Dawn Mikkelsen at 453-7029

LINCOLN — Many thanks to 
Dale Cockrell and other library 
volunteers for helping the library 
go solar. Dale helped the library 
receive a Solar Sustainability Grant 
from EBSCO, a company that 
provides information services to 
libraries. The grant will fund the 
construction of a timber-framed, 
multi-purpose sun pavilion just 
south of the parking lot. 

Lincoln businesses Goosewing 
Timberworks and Harvestar 
will build the frame and mount 
the solar-panel array. Electricity 
generated by the array will power 
the library’s soon-to-be-installed, 
high-efficiency heat pump system 
to replace the aging oil furnace. 

Folk storytelling with Tim 
Jennings will take place at the 
library on Saturday, July 16, at 
noon. This event is for school -age 
children and their families. Enjoy 
a snack at 11:30 a.m. before the 
storytelling gets started.

Poison parsnip removal spades 
given by the Lincoln Conservation 

Commission are now available 
at the library for check out as part 
of the lending program. They are 
sharp, and notched at the end to cut 
the roots of plants such as poison 
parsnip. These tools are very sharp, 
so use of them is at your own risk. 
Instructions for use will be included.
FROM ABBY REYNOLDS

Thank you to everyone who 
came out and voted in last week’s 
special election. Paul, Jen, and I 
are honored and excited to be part 
of this next phase in the life of the 
Lincoln Community School, and 
we have our sleeves rolled up for 
the work ahead!

We had our first board meeting 
— there was strong turnout, some 
applause, lots of administrative 
tasks to tackle, and some great 
discussion. In the coming days, 
Sally will create a page on the 
town website (under Boards and 
Committees) where you will be 
able to find more information on 
the board’s work and how to contact 
board members. We also plan to 

expand the board to five members 
with a vote to be scheduled 
sometime in August. Thank you 
again, residents of Lincoln, for your 
commitment to LCS!
FROM TINA SCHARF

Thanks to all the intrepid souls 
who showed up for the group 
parsnip pull. Your enthusiasm and 
good work is so appreciated! We 
are definitely seeing less poison 
parsnip in Lincoln as a result of the 
hard work of many volunteers, both 
those who come to the group pull, 
and those who have adopted roads 
for the long haul. Thank you! There 
are still some roads that haven’t 
been adopted. Let me know if you’d 
like to take part. 
REMINDER

Part one of the book discussion 
group is on Wednesday, July 13 at 
10 a.m. at the library.

Until next time … A Smooth Sea 
Never Made A Skilled Sailor. When 
You Focus On The Good, The Good 
Increases. Rise Above The Storm 
And You Will Find The Sunshine.

info@addisoncountypcc.org • addisoncountypcc.org • 388-3171

Helping Young Families Get The Right Start

• Community Playgroups
• Parent Education Classes
• Home Visits
• Pregnancy Prevention Programs
• Parent Training & Child Center

NEWS

Monkton Have a news tip?
Call Liz Pecor at 453-2180

MONKTON — Oceans of 
Possibilities is happening at the 
Russell Memorial Library! All ages 
are invited to join in on the fun of 
hearing stories, doing activities and 
learning about our world’s oceans. 
Activities will be every Saturday 
of July and the first Saturday of 
August beginning at 10 a m. 

The following is a sneak peak of 
what will be happening each week:

• July 9: Look Closely. Guest 
presenter Jan Schwarz will thrill you 
while teaching with microscopes 
and hand held magnifiers. 

• July 16: Sea creatures. Read 
about the narwhal, sea turtles and 
rainbow fish.  

• July 23: Boats. Experiment 
with objects that float and sink.  

• July 30: Penguin Journey.  
Author Angela Kunkel will be 

visiting to tell you about her book, 
“Penguin Journey.”

• Aug. 6: Ocean Life. Take a 
look at places where creatures live 
in, on and above the sea.  

Come to one or all of these 
exciting happenings and relax, 
enjoy and learn about the ocean. 
For questions or more information 
call the library at 802-453-4471 
and leave a message if no answer.

NEWS

Ferrisburgh Have a news tip?
Call  Sally Kerschner at smwkersch@comcast.net

(See Ferrisburgh, Page 9B)

FERRISBURGH — Join the 
Summertime Sweets festivities 
to enjoy a variety of sweets and 
ice cream. This event will be held 
at the North Ferrisburgh United 
Methodist Church, 227 Old Hollow 
Road, on Thursday, July 28, 2022, 
from 6:30-7:30 p.m. Come and 
enjoy fellowship, music, and yard 
games (bring something to play 
with friends and neighbors.) If you 
would like to share a song or other 
performance, please contact Jill 
Wilkens at jwilkens40@comcast.
net. There is no charge for this 
evening. Please bring a chair and in 
case of poor weather, we will meet 
inside.

The Town of Ferrisburgh is 
looking for volunteers for the 

following positions: Animal Control 
Officer, Health Officer, Deputy 
Health Officer, Tree Warden, 
two Fence Viewers. Alternate 
delegates to Addison County 
Regional Planning Commission 
(ACRPC,) and Alternate delegates 
to Transportation Advisory 
Committee (TAC.) Please call the 
town clerk at 802-877-3429 or 
email TownClerk@FerrisburghVT.
org to find out more information. 
These positions are important for 
service to our community so please 
consider how you can assist. The 
Animal Control Officer and the 
Health Officer also have a stipend. 

The Ferrisburgh Grange “King 
Pede” card parties are held at 
the Ferrisburgh Town Hall and 

Community Center and begin 
at 6:30 p.m., with a sandwich 
supper and then on to an evening 
of fun and card games. King Pede 
is an unusual game that involves 
“trick-taking” techniques such 
as in Hearts and Spades or Pitch. 
These games are scheduled for the 
Saturdays of July 9 and July 23. It 
is requested that attendees be fully 
vaccinated against COVID-19.  

The newly expanded Ethan Allen 
Express, with train service from 
New York City to Burlington, will 
be regularly stopping in Ferrisburgh 
as of July 29. Along with this great 
new train service comes a need 
for awareness about rail safety. 
Of special concern is that today’s Brandon artist’s 

Afrofuturistic work 
‘visually stunning’

58 MAPLE ST. MIDDLEBURY    |    FRONTDESK@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

IF YOU SPEND OVER $10 YOU RECEIVE:
• PRE-PRICED LABELS 

• SALES RECORD FORM 

• TIPS FOR A SUCCESSFUL SALE

• 3 HEAVY DUTY ALL-WEATHER SIGNS

• A 20-WORD CLASSIFIED LINE AD IN 

THE PAPER & ONLINE FOR 2 ISSUES

LET US HELP YOU MAKE YOUR 
GARAGE SALE A GREAT SUCCESS!

GARAGE

SALE

KITS

QUESTIONS? CALL SADIE @ 802-388-4944



PAGE 6B — Addison Independent, Thursday, July 7, 2022

&&service& DIRECTORY

auto body restoration
auto repair 
carpentry/contractors
cleaning services
computers

construction
dental services
excavation
firewood
flooring

heating &
    air conditioning
home inspections
masonryBusiness

Thursday

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

COMPUTERS

HANDYMANCONSTRUCTION

CLEANING SERVICES

AUTO BODY RESTORATION

CHECK US OUT
ONLINE AT

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

David Walker Construction
298 Biddle Road
Lincoln, Vermont

05443

Residential - Remodeling
Decks  - Doors - Windows

802-989-0320
email:

dwconstruction@gmavt.net

Dupont Auto
4087 States Prison Hollow Rd

Monkton Ridge, VT 05469
(802)453-3562 • dupontauto7@gmail.com
Full service shop. We do comprehensive 
Mechanical Diagnostics and Repairs from 
Oil Changes to Engine Rebuilds and 
Replacements. Our Body/Collision Shop does 
all levels of repair and restoration. 

24 hour towing and road side service.

AUTO REPAIR

DENTAL SERVICES

      Bristol Park Dental

6 PARK PLACE, BRISTOL, VT    802.453.7700

 BristolParkDental.com • BristolParkHybridge.com

We are here for all of your dental needs, 
and offer the highest quality comprehensive 
care.  We are proud to bring the full range 
of dental services to our community, and to 
be your premiere implant provider.

Where a Happy, Healthy Smile is a Walk in the Park!

Accepting all insurances, and in network with Delta Dental, 
CIGNA, United Concordia, & CBA Blue.  No insurance? 

No problem.  Dental membership plans now available!

LOCAL CONTRACTOR
GENERAL CARPENTRY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Remodeling • Additions

Painting • Roofing
WINNER of “Best Local Contractor” 

FOUR CONSECUTIVE YEARS by 
READERS CHOICE AWARDS!

MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT

MARK TRUDEAUMARK TRUDEAU

802.388.0860802.388.0860

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

802-453-7345  |  138 Hunt Road, New Haven, VT

Metal Fabrication
Agricultural Repair
Commercial Repair

Auto Body Repair
Rust Repair
Collison Repair

Full/Custom
    restoration

We accept all major credit cards  |  We accept Insurance claims
Follow our projects on Facebook

Family owned & operated

Over two decades experience!

MASONRY
Fine Dry Stone Masonry

Jamie Masefield
Certified by the Dry Stone Wallers
Association of Great Britain

802-233-4670
jmasefield@gmavt.net

PAINTING

REACH THE COUNTY  
ADVERTISE  HERE

ADDY INDY - 388-4944

HOME INSPECTIONS

Champlain Valley
HOME INSPECTION

Home Inspections
Water quality testing
Radon testing

champlainvalleyhomeinspection.com
802-349-0967

Adam Thomas, Owner/Licensed Inspector

Serving northern and central Vermont

Gevry Firewood LLC
gevryfirewoodvt@gmail.com

or 802-349-0699

Are you looking for green or 
seasoned firewood?

Well we’ve got it all right here in Addison, VT!

We cut, split, and deliver hardwood 
firewood in 12-24 inch lengths.

And we now offer kiln dried firewood!
Contact us today for a quote!

FIREWOOD

Quaker Village
Carpentry

Siding, Windows, Garages, Decks & Porches
New Construction, Renovations and Repairs

Maurice plouffe
802-545-2251
1736 Quaker Village Road

Weybridge, VT 05753

FLOORING

Ductwork Design • Sealing
Fabrication • Installation 
Insulation • Replacement

Plasma Art • Torches • Welding 
Plasma Table • Duct Cleaning

H.R.V. / E.R.V. Installation
Ductwork Video Camera

Buy Local!   802.989.0396
Specializing in Ductwork for Heating, 

Ventilating & Air Conditioning Systems
Commercial/Residential . Owner Operated . Fully Insured . Neat & Clean

Ductwork Design • Sealing
Fabrication • Installation
Insulation • Replacement

Duct Cleaning
H.R.V. / E.R.V. Installation
Ductwork Video Camera

Buy Local! 802.989.0396
Specializing in Ductwork for Heating, 

Ventilating & Air Conditioning Systems
Commercial/Residential . Owner Operated . Fully Insured . Neat & Clean

HEATING AND
AIR CONDITIONING

www.vermontcustommoldings.com

EXCAVATION

802-247-5475
802-349-8265

STEADY PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & EXCAVATION

Owner

194 Silver Lake Road 
Goshen, Vt.

steadymaintenance@yahoo.com

CHUCK STEADY

Melissa’s Quality
Cleaning Services
Residential & Commercial

GREAT RATES • FULLY INSURED
Reliable & Thorough 

802 345-6257

Certified
Collision Experts

All Makes and Models
Working with all

Insurance companies

(802) 388-9961
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

2196 Rt 7 South,  Middlebury
stonecdjr.com

Hometown Service from 
Your Hometown Dealers!

Factory-Trained Technicians
Servicing all makes

and models

G Stone Motors   
36 Boardman St., 

Middlebury
(802) 388-6718

gstonemotors.com 

Stone
Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
2149 Rt 7 So., Middlebury

(802) 388-9961
stonecdjr.com

F    J    C
802.310.1986

• Full service general 
contractor

• Turn key construction
• Kind knowledgeable staff

fjcbuilders.com

One cal l  does i t  a l l
Christopher Netelkos

cnetelkos@fjcbuilders.com   •   Sudbury, Vt.

 
NEW & REPAIR

Residential • Lake Camps (Dunmore)
Brick – Block – Stone 

Chimneys, Fireplaces, Outside Barbecues, 
Steps, Patios, Stone Walls

Bruce A. Maheu’s

MASONRY

                         Call Bruce
     802-352-6050 

35 Years Experience
Honest & Fair Pricing 

Free Estimates 
Fully Insured

Salisbury, VT

For an appointment , call The PC Medic of 
Vermont at 802-734-6815
www.pcmedicvt.com

The PC Medic of 
Vermont now offers 

both on-site and remote 
computer services for 

your PC.

Call today to see which 
type of appointment 

you need, and get your 
PC running correctly 

again!

JACK OF ALL 
TRADES? 

CALL 802-388-4944 OR EMAIL  
ADVERTISING@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM  
TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS.

ARE YOU A 
HOUSE PAINTER? 

ADVERTISE HERE 
THIS SUMMER!
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Soak Up The Sun!
Don’t spend your hard-earned money 
making the hot water or electricity that 
you use today–

SOLAR IS MORE AFFORDABLE THAN EVER!

Go Green with us –

We’ve been here for you for 43 years – 
Let us help you with your solar projects today. 

Call for a FREE on-site evaluation

SIDING

LAROSE SURVEYS, P.C.
Ronald L. LaRose, L.S. • Kevin R. LaRose, L.S.

Land Surveying/Septic Design
“We will take you through the

permitting process!”

25 West St. • PO Box 388
Bristol, VT 05443

Telephone: 802-453-3818
Fax: 802- 329-2138

larosesurveys@gmail.com

&&service& DIRECTORYBusiness
Thursday painting 

plumbing
property management
registration assistance
renewable energy

roofing
rubbish & recycling
septic & water
siding
storage

surveying
tree service
wood heating

SURVEYING

Reach
more potential
customers!

Place your ad in
the Addy Indy!

Marcel Brunet & Sons, Inc.
Windows & Siding

Vergennes, VT

802-316-6060 • rbrunet1@myfairpoint.net • 802-877-2640

Siding • Windows
Additions • Garages • Decks

WE HAVE THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT 
FOR THE RIGHT JOB – TO GIVE YOU

 REASONABLE RATES

Reasonable Rates • Year-round Service • Fully Insured
(802) 453-3351 • Cell (802) 363-5619

24 Hour Emergency Service 453-7014
 Brownswelding.com

Serving Vermont for over 42 years!

BROWN’S TREE & 
CRANE SERVICE

Dangerous Trees Cut & Removed
Stumps Removed  
Trusses Set
Trees Trimmed 
Land Clearing

FREE ESTIMATES FOR TREE SERVICES

TREE SERVICE

Celebrating 36 Years
Environmental Consultants – Licensed Designers

Steve Revell CPG, LD#178 BW

• Water Supply - Location, Development and Permitting
• On-Site Wastewater Design • Single & Multiple Lot Subdivision
• Property Development & Permitting
• State and Local Permitting
• Underground Storage Tank Removal & Assessment

Fax 802-453-5399 • Email: jrevell@lagvt.com
163 Revell Drive • Lincoln, VT 05443

Toll-Free: 800-477-4384
802-453-4384

www.lagvt.com

Jeremy Revell LD#611 BW • Tyler Maynard LD#597 B

CHECK US
OUT

ONLINE AT
ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

REGISTRATION 
ASSISTANCE

ROOFING

Reach Thousands 
through our

Advertising Section 
List YOUR Business where 

people look for local services 
for home improvements 

of all kinds.

Call or email the 
Addison Independent

388-4944 or
ads@addisonindependent.com

BUSINESS & SERVICES

Advertise your business on these pages for under $10 per week.
Call 802-388-4944 or email advertising@addisonindependent.com for details.

PLUMBING

SEPTIC & WATER

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

Phone (802) 537-3555

roofingMichael Doran
• Standing seam

• Asphalt shingles 
• Slate

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

roofing

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

Phone (802) 537-3555

Michael Doran
as seen at Addison County Field Days!

• Standing seam
• Asphalt shingles 

• Slate

mpdoransr@gmail.com

Made You Look
Imagine what
this space
could do for
your business

GETGET
RESULTS!RESULTS!
ADVERTISE ADVERTISE HEREHERE

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

Go Solar with
AllEarth Renewables
Customer-driven solutions 
designed, engineered and built 
in Vermont, with over 3,000 
installations in the state.

CALL 802.872.9600 x122
allearthrenewalables.com

RENEWABLE ENERGY

ROAD READY SERVICE LLC

SAVE A TRIP TO THE DMVSAVE A TRIP TO THE DMV
Don’t drive to Rutland or Montpelier!

We can register all makes and models of cars, 
trucks, campers, trailers, RVs and boats

here in Addison County!

(802) 349-8483 
roadreadyservicellc@gmail.com
2877 Ethan Allen Hwy
New Haven, VT. 05472

Jeanne Miller

roadreadyservicellc

GET GET 
RESULTS!RESULTS!

ADVERTISE ADVERTISE HEREHERE

Short Surveying, inc.
Serving Addison County Since 1991

Timothy L. Short, L.S.
Property Line Surveys • Topographical Surveys

FEMA Elevation Certificates
135 S. Pleasant St., Middlebury, VT 

802-388-3511
ShortSurveyingVT@gmail.com

Serving Addison County
Call Us Today: (877) 777-7343

middleburyroofing.com
middleburyroofingvt@gmail.com

Slate Roof Specialists
S AV E  Y O U R  S L AT E  R O O F

Custom Copper • Standing Seam • Shingles 
Rubber • Chimneys • Siding • Windows

Senior Discount • Church Discount

Wishing for more business?
ADVERTISE YOURADVERTISE YOUR

 LAWN & GARDEN BUSINESS HERE LAWN & GARDEN BUSINESS HERE. . 

CALL 802-388-4944 CALL 802-388-4944 
OR EMAIL OR EMAIL 

ADVERTISING@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COMADVERTISING@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

A friendly, professional, 
and affordable family business.

Interior Painting

HESCOCK PAINTING

Kim or Jonathan Hescock
hescock@shoreham.net

462-3737 or 989-9107

Free Free 
Estimates Estimates 

References References 

Fully Fully 
InsuredInsured

PAINTING

Hummingbird
   Paint &
   Carpentry

Interior/Exterior 

802-377-2030
New Haven, VT

Fully 
Insured

Free
Estimates
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Public Meetings
AL-ANON OFFERS HELP 
and hope to anyone who 
has been affected by a 
loved one’s drinking.  Mid-
dlebury hosts online meet-
ings, Sunday nights at 7:15 
pm and Wednesdays at 
1:30 pm.  Visit vermonta-
lanonalateen.org for the 
link and list of other meet-
ings in the region.  If you’d 
like to speak to an Al-Anon 
member, call our answering 
service (866-972-5266) and 
an Al-Anon member will call 
you back.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS in person meetings 
are available. For a list 
of local virtual meetings 
visit http://bit.ly/district9aa.  
For more information visit 
https://aavt.org/ or call the 
24 hour hotline at 802-388-
9284.

THE TURNING POINT 
CENTER of Addison Coun-
ty is temporarily closed.  
Due to COVID-19 we are 
now holding our meetings 
online. For up-to-date infor-
mation on how to access 
recovery services remotely 
please visit  https://turning-
pointaddisonvt.org/covid-
19-page-2/.’

V E R G E N N E S  F R E E 
THINKERS Founded in 
1935 on the principle of 
one alcoholic helping an-
other to achieve sobriety, 
A.A. is an effective and 
enduring program of re-
covery that has changed 
countless lives.  A.A. has 
always been committed to 
making its program of re-
covery available to anyone, 
anywhere, who reaches 
out for help with an alcohol 
problem.  The Vergennes 
Free Thinkers meeting was 
created in January of this 
year to maintain a tradition 
of free expression, conduct 
a meeting where alcoholics 
may feel free to express 
any beliefs, doubts or dis-
belief they may have, to 
share their own personal 
form of spiritual experience, 
their search for it, and/or 
their rejection of it, without 
having to accept anyone 
else’s beliefs or having to 
deny their own. Meetings 
are held with a high re-
gard for compassion and 
inclusion without judgment 
or exception.  If you think 
we can help, please join 
us on Thursdays at 6pm 
by contacting Vergennes-
freethinkers@gmail.com 
for Zoom and in-person 
meeting information.

VERMONT SUPPORT 
LINE Are you struggling 
with a challenging situa-
tion? Do you have feel-
ings of sadness, loneliness, 
isolation, anger, or depres-
sion? You don’t have to 
face it alone. Talk with a 
caring person who under-
stands what you’re going 
through today by calling or 
texting the free and confi-
dential Pathways Vermont 
Support Line available 24/7 
at (833) VT - TALKS.

Services
C+I DRYWALL and plaster-
ing. Call Joe 802-234-5545.

CONSTRUCTION: ADDI-
TIONS, RENOVATIONS 
new construction, drywall, 
carpentry, painting, flooring, 
roofing, pressure washing, 
driveway sealing. All as-
pects of construction, also 
property maintenance. Ste-
ven Fifield 802-989-0009.

EXCAVATING AND RESI-
DENTIAL and commercial 
renovations. Fully insured 
with references, servicing 
all of Addison County. Call 
Brown’s Construction, 802-
238-4864.

MELISSA’S QUALITY 
CLEANING Services. Resi-
dential and commercial. 
Fully insured. Great rates. 
Reliable and thorough 
cleaning. 802-345-6257.

ODD JOBS lawn work, cut 
brush, some tree work. Call 
us we do other jobs too! 
802-999-2194 John.

3
WE BUY OLD STUFF Es-
tates, collections, antiques 
etc. Also hunting and fish-
ing items. Call Erik 802-
345-0653.

Free
DIGITAL ACCESS View 
obituaries, calendar listings 
and classifieds online at 
addisonindependent.com.  
Don’t miss out on events, 
garage sales, or opportu-
nities- check out our free 
digital listings.  Looking 
to read more? Become a 
subscriber!

Garage Sales
10TH ANNUAL SALE In 
The Barn. 613 West St, 
Cornwall, Saturday July 16, 
8am-3pm. Rain or Shine. 
Antiques, folk art, original 
artwork. Household china 
and kitchenware. Decora-
tive items and linens., Tools 
and garden items. 14’ Boat 
trailer, portable generator. 
Lots more!!! No clothes or 
children’s toys.

HUGE YARD SALE: Con-
struction materials/sup-
plies, unused windows, 
housewares and more. 609 
Burnham Dr Middlebury. 
Saturday 7/9 8am-4pm.

PRE-MOVING SALE: Wide 
selection of books, small 
tools, glassware, 3pc punch 
bowl, records, furniture, 
crib, Hoosier Cabinets, jew-
elry, clothes (baby-adult), 
New ladies LL Bean items, 
kid’s items, bowling balls & 
bags, old golf clubs, vintage 
linens, marble mantle and 
many more items! New 
items added. Willing to 
hear all reasonable offers, 
motivated seller! 97 Elm 
St, Pittsford, VT (behind 
Kamuda’s market). 9am-
5pm Sat, Sun & Mon 7/2, 
7/3, & 7/4 & Sat & Sun 7/9 
& 7/10.

TWO FAMILY GARAGE 
SALE: Variety of clothing, 
baby toys, knick knacks, 
quilting material. Truck 
Cap. Garage Door 9x9 (4 
panels) tracking included. 
Wide variety of things. 3647 
Sand Rd Ferrisburgh. Look 
for signs.

DEADLINE: Monday at 5 p.m. 

CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM
Addison Independent

Cash in on our 4-for-3 rates! Pay for 3 issues, get 4th issue free! An ad placed for consective issues runs the 4th time for free! PLEASE PRINT YOUR AD...

The Independent assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in ads, but will 
rerun classified ad in which the error oc-
curred. No refunds will be possible. Ad-
vertiser will please notify us of any errors 
which may occur after first publication.

Number of words:
Cost:
# of runs:
Spotlight Charge:
Internet Listing: $2.00
TOTAL:

ADDISON INDEPENDENT
58 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-4944
addisonindependent.com •  email: classifieds@addisonindependent.com

RA
TE

S

• 25¢ per word • minimum $2.50 per ad 

• $2 internet listing for up to 4 issues • minimum 2 insertions

• Special 4 for 3 rates not valid for the following categories: Services,
Opportunities, Real Estate, Wood heat, Attn. Farmers, For Rent & Help Wanted

Notices

Card of Thanks

Personals

Services

Free**

Lost ’N Found**

Garage Sales 

Lawn & Garden

Opportunities

Adoption

Work Wanted

Help Wanted

For Sale

Public Meetings**

For Rent

Want to Rent

Wood Heat

Real Estate

Animals

Att. Farmers

Motorcycles

Cars

Trucks

SUVs

Snowmobiles

Boats

Wanted

Real Estate Wanted

Vacation Rentals

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Spotlight with large 3$2** no charge for these ads

Or, submit your classified ad on our website: addisonindependent.com

Volunteer ad

3x3 or a 6x3 

Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities

We are seeking a staff person to join our dynamic
outreach team, providing support to young families

through Center and home-based services.
Abundant professional development and individual and group 

supervision opportunities, as well as collaboration
with other community agencies and home visiting.
MSW preferred, a minimum of a Bachelor’s degree

in a related field is required.
Great working environment and generous benefits

Total hours negotiable

Please send a resume and cover letter, along with 3 references
to Donna Bailey at dbailey@addisoncountypcc.org

Now Hiring in Middlebury!
• Full or Part-Time Ride Coordinator/Dispatcher

• Full-Time Fleet Maintenance Technician
• Full & Part-Time Drivers

$1,000 SIGNING BONUS
Competitive pay & excellent benefits including:

• 24 paid days off to start (Holidays & PTO)
• 100% employer paid health insurance for employee
• $1,200 toward medical expenses
• Retirement plan w/ employer match
• Long & short-term disability insurance
• Life insurance
• Access to low-cost dental & vision insurance
• Employee Assistance Program

To find out more information:
www.trivalleytransit.org/job-openings/

email: kirstie@trivalleytransit.org to apply!
TVT is an AA/EO Employer

Great Monday-Friday 1st shift schedule in a beautiful 
location with lots of natural light and excellent perks 

including unlimited cold brew and fresh hot coffee daily,
1lb/week to take home, and a 50% employee discount!

 We are a growing company
with lots of opportunities, join us today!

Complete the online application at 
www.stonewallkitchen.com/employment

Because we are a sensory-sensitive company we cannot employ smokers. 

Love Great Coffee and 
Want it for FREE?

Come join the team at Vermont Coffee Company,
part of Stonewall Kitchen’s Family of Brands!

Now hiring for
Manufacturing Associates

3 x 8.25
add iny sales rep

ol CD

Christy Lynn, Director of Sales
58 Maple St. Middlebury, VT 05753

christy@addisonindependent.com

A successful candidate  
would have:
• A passion and drive to help  

local businesses pursue effective  
marketing and advertising platforms.

• A tenacious drive to support and grow sales.  

• An outgoing personality eager to meet and  help develop 
effective marketing plans for area  businesses.

• Excellent communication skills and comfort  conducting business 
over email, phone, and  in person. 

• Exceptional organization skills and the capacity to help clients 
navigate the field of options  effectively.

GREAT WORK! 
You found your dream job...

Marketing & Advertising 
Account Manager

Learn more about us at addisonindependent.com

Join us as we pursue excellence in local media!
The Addison Independent is hiring a dynamic individual  

with boundless creative energy and an optimistic  
desire to help local businesses. 

Full time position with great earning potential, a flexible schedule  
and room for self-direction, as well as the opportunity to  
join a cheerful, family-owned company in Middlebury. 

If this is you, let Christy know!

Addison Independent

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Public Meetings Public Meetings Services

Help Wanted

Garage Sales Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help WantedHelp Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

More Help
Wanted ads
can be found
on Page 9B.

More Garage
Sale ads

can be found
on Page 9B.

Help Wanted

RSVP of Addison County 79 Court Street, Suite 7, Middlebury, VT 05753
Learn all the ways you can make a difference!

Walking Club Leaders Needed! 
RSVP is seeking volunteers to lead walking groups throughout 
Addison County this summer and fall. Walking groups help 
participants increase balance, strength and walking pace, 
improve overall health, and make social connections. 

Volunteers are needed to lead walking groups twice a week 
for 30-60 minutes. If you are interested in becoming a 
Walking Club Leader in your town, please contact RSVP of 
Addison County at 802-388-7044 or rsvpfgp@gmail.com.
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YARD SALE 9am-2pm Sat-
urday 7/9. 413 East Main 
St. East Middlebury, VT. 
Collectibles, Vintage items, 
Books, Legos, Playmobile, 
Household items, Wooden 
Toys, CD/Cassettes, Doll 
house miniatures, and 
more!

Help Wanted
AMERICAN FLATBREAD 
MIDDLEBURY Hearth 
is hiring!  Offering good 
compensation, respect-
ful co-workers, and great 
food.  We are hiring for 
multiple full time and part 
time positions including bar 
leadership, daytime prep 
and evening shifts.  Ample 
opportunities for growth in 
a positive work environ-
ment.  Please stop in for 
an application or email Joe 
at joe@americanflatbread.
com. EOE.

HOUSE SITTER NEEDED 
last week in September and 
first two weeks in October. 
Care for two dogs, two cats, 
and water plants.  10 min-
utes to Middlebury. Call: 
802-373-0961

CALLING ALL LPN’S 
and RN’s including Clini-
cal RN Educators! Looking 
to make a difference with 
Seniors? Do you love to 
teach and assist others to 
learn to further their career? 
Maybe you are just looking 
for a change? Look no fur-
ther! Come work with us at 
Elderwood at Ticonderoga! 
Full-time, Part-time or Per 
Diem positions available 
with day, evening and night 
shifts. What we have to 
offer: NEW, INCREASED 
WAGE package, Great 
Benefit package, including 
Health, Dental and Vision 
Insurance and 401k com-
pany match Point-earning 
recognition program Flex-
ible Shifts. Strong Leader-
ship AND Much More……
Don’t Delay! Apply Today! 
www.elderwoodcareers.
com

SEEKING PART-TIME 
FARM HAND: Beginning 
August 1st. The successful 
candidate will participate in 
daily care of approximately 
250 head. Daily tasks in-
clude cleaning, feeding, 
moving and watering. Ad-
ditional duties include set-
ting up and moving electric 
fencing, manual labor, and 
other general farm duties. 
Candidates should be com-
fortable working around 
large beef cattle. Strong 
tractor operation, electric 
fencing and maintenance 
is preferred, but willing to 
train the right person. Can-
didates must be reliable 
and demonstrate a strong 
work ethic. Can work flex-
ible shifts on a regular basis 
and will be compensated 
well. Please contact Gina 
at rgale@mgalebuilders.

For Sale
EXERCISE BIKE For Sale. 
R2100 Vision Fitness pro-
grammable recumbent 
stationary exercise bike. 
Excellent condition. $100. 
Please call 453-3782.

Vacation Rentals
ADDISON: LAKE CHAM-
PLAIN waterfront camp. 
Beautiful views, gorgeous 
sunsets, private beach, 
dock, rowboat and canoe 
included. $999. weekly, or 
call for weekends. 802-349-
4212, no texts.

For Rent
DRY, WINTER/SUMMER 
STORAGE SPACE in Ad-
dison. Available storage 
space in my barn for sum-
mer/winter storage. The 
barn is structurally sound 
and weather-tight with 
electricity. No heat or run-
ning water. The barn is also 
available for lease. The en-
trance door measurements 
are 8’ wide by 7’ high. For 
more info: 802-363-3403 
or rochon_m@yahoo.com.

MIDDLEBURY SUGAR-
WOOD APARTMENTS 
is currently taking waitlist 
applications for 2, 3, 4  bed-
room apartments. Minimum 
occupancy requirements.  
No smoking/ No pets.  In-
come limits apply- Rent 
based on income. Equal 
Housing Opportunity 802-
247-0165 TTY: 800-253-
0191 www.SummitPMG.
com.

MIDDLEBURY, OFF CAM-
PUS HOUSING available. 
802-388-4831, AJ Neri 
Property Rentals.

MIDDLEBURY: Share a ru-
ral home w/ professional in 
her 60s who enjoys horses 
& growing veggies, seeking 
house mate to lend a hand 
with yard work & gardening. 
$350/month. Must be cat- 
and dog-friendly! Furnished 
bdrm, private BA. 802-863-
5625 or HomeShareVer-
mont.org for application. 
Interview, refs, background 
checks req. EHO.

VERGENNES VALLEY 
VIEW APARTMENTS is 
currently taking wait list ap-
plications.  Occupants must 
be 62+ years of age.  No 
smoking/ No pets. Income 
limits apply - Rent based 
on income. Equal Housing 
Opportunity.  802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com.

Att. Farmers
HORSE BLANKET WASH 
and repair.  Accepting non-
leather (for now) horsewear 
of all kinds for cleaning and 
repairing at my Weybridge 
location.  Call or text Sue 
Miller at 802-377-5945 or 
email svdwmiller@icloud.
com with “horse” in the 
subject line for more in-
formation.

SMALL SQUARE BALES 
$3.50.  Excellent round 
bales $30.00.  Call 802-
377-5455.

WHITNEY’S CUSTOM 
FARM WORK Pond agi-
tating, liquid manure haul-
ing, drag line aerating. Call 
for price. 462-2755, John 
Whitney.

Wanted
LIONS CLUB NEEDS good 
items for their annual auc-
tion.  Please no appliances 
or electronics.  Call for pick 
up, 388-7124.  Help us, 
help others.

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent

ALL ADDISON COUNTY LOCATIONS 
CURRENTLY HIRING!

For openings and to apply, visit 
Maplefields.com

Looking for work in your hometown? 
We offer medical, dental, paid vacation, 

personal time, sick time and 401K for
full time positions.

THE MEADOWS
Middlebury, VT

We are currently 
accepting applications 

for our waiting list.
Eligible applicants pay 
30% of their adjusted 

income for rent.
For more information, 
please write or call the 

rental management agent.

Real-Net
Management, Inc.

26 Court Street
Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-4994
EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY

OLD & Used
guns wanted

P: 802-775-2859
C: 802-236-7213

Rifles, 
Hand 
guns, 

Shot guns
Top prices paid.

TOWN OF 
CHARLOTTE

The Town of Charlotte seeks cleaning 
services for the Town Hall/Town Office.

Information can be obtained from the 
town website at www.charlottevt.org or 
by stopping by the Town Office, or by 

calling/e-mailing

 Dean Bloch, Town Administrator, 
at 802-425-3071 ext. 5, 

dean@townofcharlotte.com. 

Seeking Cleaning Services for 
the Town Hall/Town Office

Looking for 
something different?

Your local newspaper 
is your

BEST RESOURCE 
for local 

job opportunities!

Also available online:
addisonindependent.com

Check the Classifieds in the 
Addison Independent.

Find it!

All real estate 
advertising in this 
newspaper is subject  to 
the Federal Fair Housing 
Act of 1968 as amended 
which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, national 
origin, sexual orientation, 
or persons receiving 
public assistance, or an 
intention to make any such 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will 
not  knowingly accept any 
advertisement for real 
estate which is in violation 
of the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available 
on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of 
discrimination, call HUD 
Toll-free at 1-800-424-
8590. For the Washington, 
DC area please call HUD 
at 426-3500.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

It’s against the law to 
discriminate

when advertising housing

Let us help you sift through the complexities of 
the Fair Housing Law. Stay legal. Stay on the 
right side of the nation’s Fair Housing Law. 

Call the Addison Independent at (802) 
388-4944. 

Talk to our sales professionals.

It’s against the law to discriminate when 
advertising housing. Its easier to break the law 
than you might think. You can’t say “no children” 
or “adults only.”
There’s a lot you can’t say.
The Federal Government  
is watching for such discrimination.

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

Garage Sales

For Rent

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted

For Rent

Att. Farmers

For Rent

newer trains move faster and are 
quieter than expected. Thus, a 
person near or on the tracks can 
be in immediate danger with no 
ability to escape. People must not 
walk on the tracks and motorists 
need to exert caution at train 
crossings. The Vermont Agency 
of Transportation urges everyone 
to learn about and practice train 
safety. There is a great safety 
video available at tinyurl.com/
railroad-stay-safe. Information and 
materials are at vtrans.vermont.
gov and oli.org/materials.   

The Lake Champlain Maritime 
Museum has a full schedule of 
summer events and continues to 
offer free admission to all exhibits. 
View all their offerings at www.
lcmm.org. The Museum is hosting 
an After-Hours Summer Party on 
Friday, July 8 from 5-8 p.m. This 
will be a fun celebration of the 
museum and the season with live 
music, yummy food, and the ability 
to tour the outdoor exhibits. Tickets 
are $40 and can be purchased at the 
museum website. Other fun events 
and workshops, such as the boat 
building workshops in July and 
August, are also detailed at the 
museum’s website. 

Rokeby Museum is in full swing 
with a variety of great summer 
programs that are listed on their 
website: www.rokeby.org. The new 
exhibit, “Dissent! Abolition and 
Advocacy in Print,” is now open 
for the museum’s summer and fall 
season.  Throughout the antislavery 
movement, advocates utilized print 
materials as a platform to expose 
the horrors of enslavement and 
spread calls for emancipation in 
the United States. From the 1820s 
onwards, activists took advantage 
of growing transportation networks 
and advancements in printing 
to publish books, newspapers, 
and pamphlets that encouraged 
antislavery activities and outreach. 
Rokeby Museum’s collection 
includes examples of antislavery 

printed materials from the middle 
of the nineteenth century.

Rowland T. Robinson and his 
wife, Rachel, and their close 
friend Ann King, purchased and 
circulated print materials as part 
of their abolitionist activities. 
Using the Robinson Collection as 
its basis, the exhibit explores the 
history of these print materials 
and reflects on the legacy of the 
abolitionist press.

The Bixby Library and Rokeby 
Museum are partnering this summer 
to bring storytimes and sing-alongs 
outside on the Rokeby lawn. This 
month’s theme is Freedom and will 
be held on Tuesday, July 19 at 3:30 
p.m. There is no fee for this event 
and visitors are encouraged to also 
view the Rokeby grounds and walk 
along the extensive trails. For more 
information, visit www.Rokeby.
org.

The Bixby Library is open and 
ready to assist us for summer 
reading fun. There is the Bixby 
book club, free movie nights, and 
children’s book recommendations 
all described at www.bixbylibrary.
org. From June 29 to Aug. 10, the 
Addison Northwest Supervisory 
District will be distributing free 
summer meal kits for families at 
Bixby. Each meal kit contains fresh 
foods for one child for seven days 
of breakfast and lunch including 
bread, protein, fruits, vegetables, 
and milk. Families need to preorder 
for this great service and can email 
to Carmen Jochum at cjochum@
anwsd.org or call Kathy Alexander 
at 802-233-4439. 

NOTE: We are always 
interested in including a variety 
of Ferrisburgh-related news in 
this column, so if you have events 
that would be of interest, contact 
Sally Kerschner at smwkersch@
comcast.net. You are also able to 
access these columns and other 
information about Ferrisburgh 
news and events by viewing the 
Ferrisburgh Town Website at www.
ferrisburghvt.org. 

Ferrisburgh
(Continued from Page 5B)

JAMES SCHUBERT OF RUTLAND COUNTY, VERMONT
NOTICE OF INTENT TO EXERCISE

WAREHOUSEMAN’S LIEN BY AUCTION
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT Chipman Point Marina, LLC, of 68 Chipman 

Point Road, in Orwell, Vermont, will be conducting a public auction at Noon 
on Saturday, July 15, 2022, at the office of the Marina, of property of James 
Schubert, of Wells, Vermont, namely a Thirty Foot Lures Boat bearing serial ID# 
LRSE00951272 to collect the unpaid balance of $4,620.00 as of June 1, 2022, for 
storage and related fees.  

Chipman Point Marina, LLC also asserts a lien against the above described 
property in the amount owed, as per 9A V.S.A. §7-209, and if payment arrange-
ments are not made within 10 days of this Notice, will seek to enforce their 
lien and sell the property to satisfy the debt, as per 9A V.S.A. §7-210.  

David C. Venman, Esq.
Behrens Venman & Sussman, PLLC

PO Box 183, Vergennes, Vermont  05491
(802) 877-2973

JAMES SCHUBERT OF RUTLAND COUNTY, VERMONT
NOTICE OF INTENT TO EXERCISE

WAREHOUSEMAN’S LIEN BY AUCTION
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT Chipman Point Marina, LLC, of 68 Chipman 

Point Road, in Orwell, Vermont, will be conducting a public auction at Noon 
on Saturday, July 15, 2022, at the office of the Marina, of property of James 
Schubert, of Wells, Vermont, namely a Thirty-Six Foot (36’) Chris Craft Catalina, 
bearing Serial # UNFOF172K687 and Boat Name: Lunasea to collect the unpaid 
balance of $4,620.00 as of June 1, 2022, for storage and related fees.  

Chipman Point Marina, LLC also asserts a lien against the above described 
property in the amount owed, as per 9A V.S.A. §7-209, and if payment 
arrangements are not made within 10 days of this Notice, will seek to 
enforce their lien and sell the property to satisfy the debt, as per 9A V.S.A. 
§7-210.  

David C. Venman, Esq.
Behrens Venman & Sussman, PLLC

PO Box 183
Vergennes, Vermont  05491

(802) 877-2973

TOWN OF GOSHEN
NOTICE OF TAX SALE

The resident and non-resident owners, lien holders and mortgagees of the real 
estate in the Town of Goshen, in the County of Addison, and State of Vermont 
are hereby notified that real estate taxes for the 2021 tax year assessed by the 
Town of Goshen remain, either in whole or in part, unpaid upon the following 
described real estate in the Town of Goshen as indicated below, to wit:

Roy D. Kinsley and Hannah Rice: Delinquent 2021 Property Taxes
Being 4.23 acres, more or less, with dwelling and any and all improvements 

thereon, located at 184 Hayes Road, Goshen, Vermont, and being all the same 
lands and premises conveyed to Roy D. Kinsley and Hannah Rice by Limited 
Warranty Deed is dated May 8, 2012 and recorded in the Town of Goshen Land 
Records in Book 27 page 292. And so much of said real estate will be sold at 
public auction at the Goshen Town Hall, a public place in said Town on Saturday, 
the 30th day of July, 2022 at 10:00 o’clock in the forenoon, as shall be requisite 
to discharge such taxes with costs and fees, unless previously paid.  

Any questions or inquiries regarding the above-referenced sale should be 
directed to the following address:

 Langrock Sperry & Wool, LLP
 ATTN: Fritz Langrock, Esq.
 P. O. Box 351
 Middlebury, VT  05753-0351     Telephone: (802)388-6356
Langrock, Sperry & Wool, LLP and the Town of Goshen do not give any 

opinion or certification as to the marketability of the titles to any of the above-
referenced properties as held by the current owner/taxpayer.

The only acceptable forms of bid payment at the day of tax sale are:  bank 
check payable to Town of Goshen, VT or cash.  No personal checks will be 
accepted.

 Dated at Goshen, Vermont this 15th day of June, 2022.
 Vickee P. Whiting, Town of Goshen 
 Delinquent Tax Collector

Tuesday 12:30pm to 4:30pm

APPOINTMENTS REQUIRED.
FACE MASKS REQUIRED.

(even if vaccinated)

802-388-1966
addisoncountyclerk@gmail.com

Full Passport Service
Addison County Courthouse
The Addison County Clerk located in 

Frank Mahady Courthouse is available 
to accept passport applications
and provide  passport photos.

REGULAR HOURS
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday

9am to 1pm

   
  

Public 
Notices Index

Public Notices for the  
following can be found in this  
ADDISON INDEPENDENT  

on Page 9B and 10B.

ADDY INDY
 WEBSITE

www.addisonindependent.com

MARKET REPORT
ADDISON COUNTY

COMMISSION SALES
RT. 125 • EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT

Sales for 6/27 & 7/4, 2022
                        COST 
BEEF LBS. /LB $
K.Gray 1255 1.175 1474.63
Monument Farms 1140 1.11 1265.40
Barnes Bros 1270 1.08 1371.60
Savello Farm 1660 1.02 1693.20
Vorsteveld Farm 1140 1.005 1145.70
Woodnotch Farm 1640 0.95 1558.00
H. Degraaf 1730 0.88 1552.40
                        COST 
CALVES LBS. /LB $
Gosliga Farm 107 3.10 331.70
H. Saunderland 109 3.00 327.00
Barnes Bros 104 3.00 312.00
A. Brisson 91 2.80 254.80
H. Degraaf 106 2.70 286.200
Total # Beef: 102 Total # Calves: 294
We value our faithful customers.

Sales at 3 pm - Mon. & Thurs.
call 1-802-388-2661

Addison County Courthouse (1)

Bridport (1)

Goshen (1)

Middlebury (1)

Mt. Abraham Unified School 
District (1)

Orwell (2)

Rutland Northeast Supervisory 
Union (1)

Smart Move Storage (1)

State of Vermont (1)
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OTTER VALLEY UNIFIED
UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT

Is accepting bids for a purchasing a structure constructed by Otter Valley 
Union High School Students. The structure is sold as is, with no warranties.

The structure’s base is constructed of  2x6’s with 2x4” walls.  The footprint 
is 14’x 8’ with 8’ walls.  There is also a roof system that has a loft already 
framed out.

Bids should be submitted to 
RNESU Central office by July 10th at 1:00PM

49 Court Drive, Brandon, VT  05733
Fax:  802-247-5548

Email:  bfleming@rnesu.org

Please call Otter Valley at 802-247-6833
to schedule a visit to see the structure

MIDDLEBURY — For the 
fifth year running the Henry 
Sheldon Museum is holding 
a picnic basket raffle as a 
fundraiser for the museum. Six 
local artists have hand-painted 
picnic baskets in 
their signature styles.

Those who 
purchase tickets, 
which are available 
now, will be able 
to select which 
basket(s) they’d like 
to win. Raffle ticket 
prices are: $10 for 
1 ticket;  $20 for 3 
tickets; and $40 for 7 
tickets. 

This years artists 
include:

• Nancie Dunn 
( M i d d l e b u r y )  
creative owner of 
Sweet Cecily, a 
popular gift shop in 
Middlebury. Dunn’s 
whimsical artwork 
is inspired by the natural world, 
and the lives, loves, sorrows and 
dreams of friends.

• Gary Starr (Weybridge) 
started Starr Decoys in 1987. His 

style evolved from his father’s 
influence and reflects the clean 
lines of traditional hunting 
decoys. The Gary Starr Carved 
Bird Collection was started in 
1992 and now consists of more 

than 70 species. 
Gary’s carving 
interests go beyond 
birds, as evidenced in 
this colorful Vermont 
basswood trout atop 
this basket.

• Gayl Braisted 
( M i d d l e b u r y )  
received a Master 
of Arts degree at 
M a n h a t t a n v i l l e , 
concentrating on 
architectural history. 
She moved to 
Cornwall in 2000 
and is a former 
board member of the 
Sheldon Museum, 
where she has applied 
her artistic talents to 
numerous Sheldon 

programs and projects. 
• Warren Kimble (Brandon) 

draws on more than 50 
years of experience as a fine 
artist, educator, and antiques 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY SELECTBOARD MEETING
ROOM 116 – LARGE CONFERENCE ROOM

TOWN OFFICES – 77 MAIN STREET
TUESDAY, JULY 12, 2022 - 7:00 P.M.

Also available via Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85123292509
By Phone: +1 646-931-3860 (not toll-free)

Webinar ID: 851 2329 2509
 

For those wishing to watch but not participate:
Selectboard meetings are livestreamed to MCTV’s YouTube Channel:

https://www.youtube.com/user/MCTVVermont
and also broadcast live on Comcast Channel 1071 

AGENDA
7:00 1. **Call to Order
 2. *Approval of Agenda
 3. *Approval of Consent Agenda
  3.a. Approval of Minutes of the June 28, 2022 Regular 

Selectboard Meeting
  3.b. Acceptance of Selectboard Subcommittee Meeting Minutes  
  3.c. Appointment of Alternate to Ilsley 100 Project Team
  3.d. Agenda Placeholder
  3.e. Town Manager’s Report
   - Vermont Community Leadership Summit Opportunity
   - Community Child Care Expansion Project – Special 

Selectboard Meeting July 18 for informal hearing on potential 
Vermont Community Development Program Grant Application in 
the fall

7:05 4. **Citizen Comments [Opportunity to raise or address issues not 
otherwise included on this agenda]

7:10 5. **Agenda Placeholder
7:15 6. *Public Hearing on Zoning Bylaw Amendments
7:55 7. **Nick Artim, the Town‘s representative to the Vermont Agency of 

Transportation’s Technical Advisory Committee and Middlebury 
Airport Communications Task Group Members Prem Prakash 
and Eugene Roy with an update on the Airport Master Planning 
Process

8:05 8. *Karen Duguay, Better Middlebury Partnership, requesting a 
Public Assemblage Permit for the Block Party Downtown on 
August 4, 2022

8:10 9. *Jennifer Murray, Director of Planning & Zoning, award contract 
for the Update of the Local Hazard Mitigation Plan

8:20 10. *Review and Approval of Downtown Improvement District Budget 
for FY23

8:30 11. *Set the Municipal Tax Rate and the Downtown Improvement 
District Tax Rate for FY23

8:40	 12.	*Declaration	of	Official	Intent	to	Bond	for	Expenses	Associated	
with the Realignment of the Court-Charles-Monroe Intersection

8:45 13. *Accept Resignation of Town Treasurer
8:50 14. *Approval of Check Warrants
 15. **Board Member Concerns
 16. *Executive Session –Contracts – Anticipated
 17. **Action on Matters Discussed in Executive Session
9:05 18. *Adjourn

* Decision Item      ** Possible Decision

TOWN OF BRIDPORT 
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Bridport Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, 
July 20, 2022, at the Town Office at 82 Crown Point Road, on each and to 
consider each of the following application(s):

•  At 7:05 PM on Application (#S22-32) by Neil Williams for a lot 
subdivision of parcel ID# 08-047A owned by Neil Williams.  The property 
is located at 0 Orchard Drive.

• At 7:20 PM on Application (#S22-31) by Cory Malzac & Cindy 
Growney for a lot subdivision of parcel ID# 08-056.1 owned by Cory 
Malzac & Cindy Growney.  The property is located at 215 Payne Dr.

• At 7:35 PM on Application (#S22-21) by Jennifer Lowe for a lot 
subdivision of parcel ID# 04-007A owned by Jennifer Lowe & Charles 
Duvic.  The property is located at 2574 East Dr.

• At 7:50 PM on Application (#S22-2) by Myrick Family Trust for a lot 
major subdivision of parcel ID#07-061A owned by Myrick Family Trust.  
The property is located at 1785 Middle Road.

Plans and additional information regarding any such application may be 
viewed at said Town Office or by calling (802) 758-2483, Ext. 2.  Participation in 
the Planning Commissions proceeding is a prerequisite to the right to take any 
subsequent appeal on any decision of it on an application.
 Steven DeCarlo, Zoning Administrator

     Public Notices
 can be found in this

ADDISON INDEPENDENT  on Pages 9B and 10B.

Artists lend a hand at
benefit basket raffle

MIDDLEBURY’S NANCIE DUNN painted “Perfect Picnic” in her 
signature style. Raffle tickets for her basket plus those of five 
other local artists will be raffle off in support of the Henry Sheldon 
Museum on Oct. 12.

Photos courtesy of the Henry Sheldon Museum

A BASSWOOD TROUT by Gary Starr adorns the lid of one of the 
picnic baskets in this year’s Sheldon Museum picnic basket raffle.

AWARD-WINNING ARTIST Fran Bull chose to paint a lively still 
life on one of the picnic baskets for the Sheldon Museum’s annual 
picnic basket raffle.

collector to create a casual but 
sophisticated style of American 
Folk Art. Kimball is always 
experimenting, often pushing 
beyond the folk art genre. His 
painting used actual ferns as part 
of the creative process. Warren 
is a former board member of the 
Sheldon Museum.

• Danielle Rougeau (Orwell), 
a lifelong outdoorswoman and 
primitive biathlete, has an MFA 
in printmaking and has enjoyed 
teaching classes in drawing and 
printmaking in the area. She’s 
Middlebury College’s Archivist 
and coaches its Log Rolling 
Club. 

• Fran Bull (Brandon) is an 

award-winning sculptor, painter 
and printmaker. She has been 
exhibiting her work worldwide 
for over 30 years. Her art is 
included in numerous museum 
and university collections, 
ranging from the Museum of 
Modern Art in New York to the 
Guilin Museum in China. She 
makes her art in Brandon and 
Barcelona, Spain.

Picnic Basket Raffle tickets 
can be purchased online at 
tinyurl.com/Sheldon-basket-
raffle, or at the Sheldon Museum. 
Ticket sales end on October 10, 
Drawing on October 11.

Call the Sheldon with 
questions at 802-388-2117. 

Those who 
purchase 
tickets, which 
are available 
now, will 
be able to 
select which 
basket(s) 
they’d like to 
win. Raffle 
ticket prices 
are: $10 for 
1 ticket;  $20 
for 3 tickets; 
and $40 for 7 
tickets. 

For breaking news & updates 
wherever you are!

facebook.com/addisonindependent
twitter.com/addyindy

Find Us On:Find Us On:

WARNING FOR 
SPECIAL MEETING

MOUNT ABRAHAM UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
The legal voters of the town of New Haven are hereby NOTIFIED and 

WARNED to VOTE BY AUSTRALIAN BALLOT at the Town Hall in New Haven, 
Vermont on Tuesday, August 9, 2022 between the hours of 7 AM and 7 PM to 
act upon the following question:

Article 1: Shall the legal voters of the town of New Haven ratify and approve the 
Town of Starksboro’s vote of May 10, 2022 to withdraw the Town of Starksboro 
from membership in the Mount Abraham Unified School District (‘MAUSD’)?
For the purpose of voting by Australian ballot:

Voters of the Town of New Haven will vote at the Town Hall located at 70 North 
Street, New Haven, VT 05491. The Polls will open on Tuesday, August 9, 2022, 
at 7:00 AM and close at 7:00 PM.

Upon closing of the polls, the ballots shall be publicly counted by representa-
tives of the Board of Civil Authority of the Town of New Haven. Ballots will not be 
commingled.

The legal voters of the Mount Abraham Unified School District are further no-
tified that voter qualification and registration relative to said meeting shall be as 
provided in Section 706(u) of Title 16, and Chapters 43, 51 and 55 of Title 17, 
Vermont Statutes Annotated.

Dated this 6th day of July, 2022.
On behalf of the Mount Abraham Unified School District Board of Directors:
Dawn Griswold, Chair of the Board
Received for the record and recorded this 6th day of July 2022 by:
Jennifer Bauer, Clerk of the Distric

WARNING FOR
SPECIAL MEETING

MOUNT ABRAHAM UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
The legal voters of the town of Monkton are hereby NOTIFIED and WARNED 

to VOTE BY AUSTRALIAN BALLOT at the Monkton Town Hall in Monkton, 
Vermont on Tuesday, August 9, 2022 between the hours of 7 AM and 7 PM 
to act upon the following question:

Article 1: Shall the legal voters of the town of Monkton ratify and approve the 
Town of Starksboro’s vote of May 10, 2022 to withdraw the Town of Starksboro 
from membership in the Mount Abraham Unified School District (‘MAUSD’)?
For the purpose of voting by Australian ballot:

Voters of the Town of Monkton will vote at the Monkton Town Hall located 
at, 92 Monkton Ridge, Monkton, VT 05473. The Polls will open on Tuesday, 
August 9, 2022, at 7:00 AM and close at 7:00 PM.

Upon closing of the polls, the ballots shall be publicly counted by 
representatives of the Board of Civil Authority of the Town of Monkton. Ballots 
will not be commingled.

The legal voters of the Mount Abraham Unified School District are further 
notified that voter qualification and registration relative to said meeting shall be 
as provided in Section 706(u) of Title 16, and Chapters 43, 51 and 55 of Title 
17, Vermont Statutes Annotated.

Dated this 6th day of July, 2022.
On behalf of the Mount Abraham Unified School District Board of Directors:
Dawn Griswold, Chair of the Board
Received for the record and recorded this 6th day of July 2022 by:
Jennifer Bauer, Clerk of the District

WARNING FOR
SPECIAL MEETING

MOUNT ABRAHAM UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
The legal voters of the town of Bristol are hereby NOTIFIED and WARNED 

to VOTE BY AUSTRALIAN BALLOT at Holley Hall in Bristol, Vermont on 
Tuesday, August 9, 2022 between the hours of 7 AM and 7 PM to act upon 
the following question:

Article 1: Shall the legal voters of the town of Bristol ratify and approve the 
Town of Starksboro’s vote of May 10, 2022 to withdraw the Town of Starksboro 
from membership in the Mount Abraham Unified School District (‘MAUSD’)?
For the purpose of voting by Australian ballot:

Voters of the Town of Bristol will vote at Holley Hall located at 1 South Street. 
Bristol, VT 05443. The Polls will open on Tuesday, August 9, 2022, at 7:00 AM 
and close at 7:00 PM.

Upon closing of the polls, the ballots shall be publicly counted by 
representatives of the Board of Civil Authority of the Town of Bristol. Ballots 
will not be commingled.

The legal voters of the Mount Abraham Unified School District are further 
notified that voter qualification and registration relative to said meeting shall be 
as provided in Section 706(u) of Title 16, and Chapters 43, 51 and 55 of Title 
17, Vermont Statutes Annotated.

Dated this 6th day of July, 2022.
On behalf of the Mount Abraham Unified School District Board of Directors:
Dawn Griswold, Chair of the Board
Received for the record and recorded this 6th day of July 2022 by:
Jennifer Bauer, Clerk of the District

NOTICE OF SELF-STORAGE LIEN SALE
SMART MOVE STORAGE MIDDLEBURY, LLC

1485 ROUTE 7 NORTH ~ MIDDLEBURY, VT 05753
Notice is hereby given that the contents of the self-storage units listed below 

will be sold at public auction. This sale is being held to collect unpaid storage unit 
occupancy fees, charges and expenses of the sale.

The entire contents of each self-storage unit listed below will be sold, with 
the proceeds to be distributed to Smart Move Storage Middlebury, LLC for all 
accrued occupancy fees, sale expenses, and all other expenses in relation to 
the unit and its sale.

Contents of each unit may be viewed on SATURDAY, JULY 16,  2022 
commencing at 1PM.  Bids will be taken on the entire contents of each self-
storage unit.  The highest bidder must remove the entire contents of the unit 
within 48 hours after notification of their successful bid.  Purchase must be made 
in cash and paid in advance of the removal of the contents of the unit.  A $50.00 
cash deposit shall be made and will be refunded if the unit is broom cleaned.  
Smart Move Storage Middlebury, LLC reserves the right to accept or reject bids.

The contents of the following tenant’s self-storage units will be included in the 
sale:

Richard Murray, Unit 45
39 N Pleasant Street, Apartment A
Middlebury, VT 05753

Nicole Reilly, Unit 128
PO Box 1045
Middlebury, VT 05753

Chelsea Plouffe, Unit 115
2516 Basin Harbor Road
Bridport, VT 05734

Kristy Parchment, Unit 149
256 Snake Mountain Road
Cornwall, VT 05753

Ruth Polishuk, Unit 106
1501 Main Street
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

Kyle Lamothe, Unit 135
PO Box 121
North Clarendon, VT 05759

Christopher Fitzpatrick, Unit 148
42 Washington Street
Middlebury, VT 05753

PROPOSED STATE RULES
By law, public notice of proposed rules must be given by publication in 

newspapers of record. The purpose of these notices is to give the public a 
chance to respond to the proposals. The public notices for administrative rules 
are now also available online at https://secure.vermont.gov/SOS/rules/ . The 
law requires an agency to hold a public hearing on a proposed rule, if requested 
to do so in writing by 25 persons or an association having at least 25 members.

To make special arrangements for individuals with disabilities or special 
needs please call or write the contact person listed below as soon as possible. 

To obtain further information concerning any scheduled hearing(s), obtain 
copies of proposed rule(s) or submit comments regarding proposed rule(s), 
please call or write the contact person listed below. You may also submit 
comments in writing to the Legislative Committee on Administrative Rules, 
State House, Montpelier, Vermont 05602 (802-828-2231).

Rule 4.600 Definition of Electric Transmission Facility in 30 V.S.A. § 248.
Vermont Proposed Rule: 22P013
AGENCY: Public Utility Commission
CONCISE SUMMARY: 30 V.S.A. § 248 requires utilities to obtain a certificate 
of public good from the Commission before beginning site preparation or 
construction of an “electric transmission facility.” The proposed rule defines the 
term “electric transmission facility,” clarifying which projects require a certificate 
of public good from the Commission.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT: Micah Howe, Staff Attorney, 
Vermont Public Utility Commission 112 State Street, Montpelier, VT 05620-2701 
Tel: 802-828-2358 Fax: 802-828-3351 Email: micah.howe@vermont.gov  
URL: https://puc.vermont.gov/about-us/statutes-and-rules. 
FOR COPIES: Mary Jo Krolewski, Vermont Public Utility Commission  
112 State Street, Montpelier, VT 05620-2701  
Tel:802-828-2358 Fax: 802-828-3351 Email: mary-jo.krolewski@ermont.gov. 
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Melody Bodette and Jane Lindholm, who make the “But Why?” podcast, visited farms big and small around Vermont to record farmers answering questions from curious kids. 
They will play the answers during a show at Town Hall Theater this Sunday. 

an cows and pigs be friends? Do 
lambs get cold when they are 
fl eeced? How can I tell the diff erence 
between a duck and a waterfowl? 

You can fi nd out the answers to these 
questions and more this Sunday, July 
10, when the Middlebury Town Hall 

Theater presents “But Why: 
Live,” an interactive talk hosted 
by Jane Lindholm and Melody 
Bodette, the masterminds 
behind the Vermont Public 

Radio podcast “But Why?”

The theme of the talk is “Barnyard romp”; 
Lindholm and Bodette will fi eld questions 
pertaining to farm animals, encouraging the 

audience to moo and oink in the process. 

Although this show is solely concerned 
with farm animals, their podcast “But Why?” 
dives into a wide array of topics in a manner 
digestible for kids. Although the intended 
audience is grade-school kids, Lindholm and 
Bodette refuse to beat around the bush when 
it comes to addressing diffi  cult topics or using 
tougher vocabulary.

“We’ve heard from parents that some of our 
episodes have opened up the door to have 
the conversation they have wanted to have 
with their kids anyway,” said Bodette. “They’re 
happy it’s there when they’ve needed it.” 

In recent months, they’ve produced shows 

such as, “Why are Pandas Black and White?” 
and “Why do Pigs Oink?” while also diving into 
heavier topics such as “Why is Russia Invading 
Ukraine?” and “How do you Talk to Kids about 
Violence in the News?”

Both Bodette and Lindholm have had long 
careers in print and radio journalism and 
began making “But Why?” in 2016. Lindholm is 
the creator, host and executive producer while 
Bodette is the senior producer. They have also 
have published two “But Why” books through 
Penguin Random House: “Are Llamas Ticklish?” 
and “Do Fish Breathe Underwater?” Both 
are non-fi ction kids books, with the former 
discussing farm animals and the latter marine 
animals.

SEE QUESTIONS ON PAGE 3

Kids got questions, Lindholm & Bodette got answers

SAM
 LIPIN

BY
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Hinesburg poet drills into the burden of denial
t has been said that poets are an introverted 
bunch, prone to long solitary spells of contem-
plation and linguistic invocation. The lifestyle 
in Vermont is said to draw them in. But it might 
draw them out just as well. 

It’s hard to go to town without bumping into 
a poet or few these days.  
They’re everywhere up 
here. And yet, for many, the 
problem with poetry is that it’s 
inaccessible. We struggle to 

see ourselves in verse, and verse is often taught 
to us as a series of difficult puzzles we might solve 
if only we were smart enough to find the answers.

Hinesburg poet Laura Budofsky Wisniewski’s 
debut full-length collection of poems, Sanctu-
ary, Vermont, does not propose to have these 
answers. Instead, what it offers is vastly more. 

Masquerading as a series of poems told from 
the perspective of residents in the fictional 
town of Sanctuary—some dating back as far as 
450,000,000 B.C.E—the book’s concerns are 
neither fictional nor purely historical.

The poems are specific to the events of one 
small town—but they could be anywhere in 
America. And the voices within those poems are 
alive to some degree in every one of us.

“I wanted to write a book about a small town 
like any town,” said Wisniewski. “To look at the 
poignancy of everyday life.”

It might be tempting to dissolve into nostalgia 
when looking at the places we live and love, but 
Sanctuary, Vermont, is not a love song, at least 
not only. The poems straddle extremes. They 
oscillate between the romantic and tragic. They 
illuminate universal truths by mining the depths 
of the fictional lives within. 

Negative Capability is a concept named by the 
Romantic Poet John Keats to describe the ability 
of some writers to chase artistic beauty even 
as it may lead them into confusion and cogni-
tive dissonance. Wisniewski’s poems have it in 
spades.

The book is unflinching in its gaze, dealing 
head-on with subjects like racism and genocide. 
Yet, neither does it strip away our innocence 
and wonder. It is understated and unapologetic, 
unambiguous and mysterious at once.

From the poem “Susan Rowen Comes to Else-
where Farm. 1966” comes this alchemical line:

I love how the old fear
 is a tiny pebble turned silver.

Writing over a span of three years, Wisniewski 

went to great lengths to research historical 
events and people. None of the characters in 
the book is real, yet the reader gains a palpable 
sense of place — and humanity, with its joys 
and warts. “I wanted to show how the environ-
ment and landscape shape people’s lives,” said 
Wisniewski.

In a later poem, “Pond Brook. 2011,” Wisniewski 
uses humor to deal with the aftermath of Tropi-
cal Storm Irene, at once painting a picture of the 
scene and the social dynamics affecting Ver-
monters:

 That Wall Street guy,
who bought the Whitcombs’ place with cash, 
just before the crash that felled the small
and lifted up those too big to fail, even he, 
paddling his shiny kayak,
rescued Lydia Delaney off her roof.
Now he knows what we already knew.
Lydia never has had the sense
to come in out of the rain. 

The historical tack, combined with the variety of 
speakers, has led some to compare the book 
to Edgar Lee Master’s Spoon River Anthology. 
However, there are two other poets whose work 
might be a closer parallel, both of whom wrote 
much closer to home.  Goshen, Vermont’s inimi-
table Ruth Stone is one, and former New Hamp-
shire Poet Laureate Jane Kenyon is the other. 
Like Wisniewski, both poets have a rare, almost 
mystical power to transform. In their poems, an 
orchard, for instance, or a walk with one’s dog 
can shift the mundane into an existential blow 
eviscerating the reader even as their gut still 
churns.

Take this example from Wisneiski’s poem “Mark 
on a Tree. 1936”:

My name is Ellen White
My mother brushed my hair
and let me stroke the hen
and hold the smooth eggs.
The Overseer says
I am nothing.
But once my mother danced
and I danced with her.  

The poems almost never attempt didacticism, 
though they are a kind of clarion to those who’d 
rather not repeat the past. 

“There is this terrible burden of denial,” said 
Wisniewski. “Not just for the people whose lives 
have been denied—but also for the deniers. It 
takes so much energy, and that energy could be 
used for change.”

I
MAT
 CLOUSER

BY

Copyright © 2022 by Laura Budofsky Wisniewski. Reprinted 

from “Sanctuary, Vermont” by permission of Orison Books, 

Inc. All rights reserved. orisonbooks.com

Peonies. 1924 

In June the petals of Maman’s white peonies 
bloomed against the picket fence
spreading out like mirth unbidden,
like girls, dressed fancy, laughing over nothing. 
So it seemed the year 
the Klan sprang up like mushrooms after rain, 
sudden, strange. 

The night the Klan burnt down our picket fence
 there was no moon.
The shouts woke me.
I’d never heard the sound of hate before 
but I knew it
the way a horse knows fire.
The sight.
The pointed hoods thrown back
like ladies’ bonnets on a windy day.
Their faces torch lit.
Among them, my own beau, Augustus Bannister. 
His mother. His father, mad with drink.
I’d seen a wild dog’s mouth twist like that.

 The peonies were gone.
 Maman let the charred ground lay. 
 Papa slept with his rifle near.
 The Klan did that, like mold to hay. 
 And my blossom days ended. 
 Sometimes the corn’s silk is gold 
 while there’s rot in the cob.
 It’s the same with the world.
 And it’s best to know. 
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QUESTIONS
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ROCK THE DOCK.
INTRODUCING THE GOLDEN HOUR 

SUMMER CONCERT SERIES.

Join us every Wednesday in July and August 
for live music at the North Dock. The show starts at 7pm. 

THIS WEEK, JULY 6TH: WHISKEY + WINE

Find out more at BasinHarbor.com/music

DEBORAH HOLMES ARTDEBORAH HOLMES 
ART

D E B O R A H H O L M E SA RT.CO M

OPEN 
SATURDAYS

10-4
24 Garfield Street,  
Bristol, Vermont

Original watercolors, 

acrylagouache paintings, 

giclee prints, cards,  

unique gifts and more!

802.453.8511
deborahholmesart@gmail.com

It is not 
surprising that 
they came 
up with this 
concept; they 
are both moms 
and have 
probably fi elded 

a lot of “but why” questions in their own families.

The duo spoke about the diff erences between 
the kind of daily news programming and 
writing they’ve done in the past, and the joys of 
producing a show like this.

“We don’t have to have a news hook, we just have 
to have a kid who’s curious about something,” said 
Lindholm. “It allows us to follow their curiosity and 
our curiosity wherever it takes us.”

“It’s fun to talk about pandas, there’s no way 
around it,” Bodette added. 

The premise of the show asks kids to send in 
a voice recording of any questions they might 
have, then Bodette and Lindholm use that 
recording to guide the episode. Upon picking 
a question, they invite an expert onto the show 
for an interview with Lindholm, to answer the 
question and explain it in depth. 

Some of the people they have interviewed 
on their most recent episodes include an ice 
cream entrepreneur, a Smithsonian National Zoo 
zookeeper and members of the professional 
women’s basketball team the Washington Mystics.

Although they will not be joined by experts 
in-person, Lindholm and 
Bodette had traveled to 
farms big and small around 
Vermont so they could get 
answers to the questions 
from local farmers. These 
answers were pre-recorded 
and will pop up on the 
screen when someone in 
the audience chooses the 
matching question. 

Both Bodette and Lindholm 
were born and raised in 
Addison County and are 
excited to present their work 
to the people of Middlebury 
and beyond. 

“We’re just excited 
to celebrate with our 
community,” said Lindholm. 
“We’ve had so much fun 
making these books and the 
podcast and it’s nice to have 
a chance to show our work.”

In addition to showcasing 
their podcast, they also 

teamed up with The Vermont Book Shop to sell 
and sign their recently published books after 
Sunday’s show. 

Tickets are $10 for all ages and the show will 
begin at 11 a.m. After the show, Pratt’s Store and 
Deli will provide lunch and the Northern Vermont 
Llama Company will have llamas on hand so you 
can fi nd out for yourself if llamas are ticklish. 

Lindholm encourages people of all ages to 
attend, from grandparents to parents to college 

students and below.

“You’re going to learn something you didn’t know 
before no matter what age you are,” she said.

“But Why?” has listeners in all 50 states and 
more than 90 countries. You can fi nd the podcast 
through its host 
network, Vermont 
Public, or wherever 
you listen to 
podcasts. 

These two books were authored by Melody Bodette and Jane Lindholm, who make the “But Why?” podcast, They 
will host a live show at Town Hall Theater in Middlebury this Sunday. 
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But there I was—along with my compatriot, Vice Chancellor of 
Griswold Erika J. Burzon—trapped in the hull of the villain’s zeppelin 
as it made haste from Griswold in a heist of priceless barrels of 
BHAKTA 1876 and 1976. Bezaleel Jr.’s motive was clear. Despite 
claiming to be the “One and Only Apple Brandy Baron of Richville,” 
his e�orts to equal the H.O.G.’s brandies had resulted in naught but 
howls of disgust, a pandemic of poisoned dowagers, and a volume of 
vomitus so vast that decent Vermonters everywhere feared it may 
taint the state’s watershed for a million years or more.

(Looking on the bright side, Bezaleel Jr.’s inferior brandy has, howev-
er, caused a goodly number of long-su�ering alcoholics to �nd 
relief—as but one taste of the stu� has been shown to permanently 
cure their ailment. Indeed, rehabilitation clinics around God’s globe 
charge quite the pretty penny for just one foul but emancipating sip. 
These establishments are the only known buyers of BEZALEEL 
Brandy.) 

But in my disgust, I digress. . . allow me to regain command of the tale. 
As recounted to you in last week’s Chronicle, Ra� Bezaleel Jr.’s recent 
plot to ruin Mr. Bhakta’s 4th of July Spectacular was a crime in three 
acts: the heist of the H.O.G.’s barrels, the abduction of Griswold’s 
ravishing Vice Chancellor, and a cowardly attempt on the tycoon’s 
life—which was averted only by Mr. Bhakta’s mastery behind the 
wheel of his automobile as he staged a daring escape.

After I knew the H.O.G. to be safe, I had made haste to Griswold in a 
last-ditch attempt to stop the steal; I had grabbed hold of a rope 
dangling from Bezaleel Jr.’s getaway zeppelin and climbed up into its 
hull. Therein I found Vice Chancellor Burzon in quite a regrettable 
state—immobilized and hopeless atop a stack of BHAKTA barrels as 
the airship �oated west to Ra�’s stronghold, an impenetrable fort by 
name of Ticonderoga. 

When at last the coast was clear, I tiptoed out from my camou�age, 
removed the handkerchief gagging the Vice Chancellor, and admin-
istered a revitalizing brandy cure by means of pewter funnel. Her eyes 
shot open at once. “We must alert Mr. Bhakta that Poultney is in 
grave danger,” she whispered. “Bezaleel Jr. is plotting to lay siege to 
the 4th of July Spectacular!”

We checked our bearings from a window; beneath us, the tranquil 
waters of Lake Champlain gave way to the evil fortress Ticonderoga. 

he tables had turned—Bezaleel Jr. had us by the 
barrels, and boy was he squeezing tight. . . as Head-
master of Griswold (H.O.G.) Raj Peter Bhakta’s 
sworn rival, Bezaleel had a thirst for BHAKTA 
Brandy which knew no bounds. Who could blame 
him? 

SALUTE THE DARING H.O.G.
NEW AND MOST TREMENDOUSLY EXQUISITE TASTING 

FLIGHTS AWAIT YOUR ENJOYMENT IN GRISWOLD.

BOOK YOUR GRISWOLD TASTING NOW.
PHINEAS@BHAKTASPIRITS.COM

N o .  1 5

THE INDEPENDENCE DAY CAPER PT. II: RAJ’S RESCUE! 
Mustered all around the citadel were swarms of soldiers in the 
crimson uniforms of “Ra�’s Redcoats,” provisioning themselves 
with the wicked weapons with which they would reduce our home of 
Poultney to smoldering rubble—before guzzling the last of their 
purloined spoils.

“All hope is lost,” I muttered, nodding at the stock of rare BHAKTA 
vintages soon to meet their end in the greedy gullets of Ra�’s 
Redcoats. “Mr. Bhakta shall never forgive us, Erika. And on the 4th 
of July, no less. Such shame do I feel.” But the ingenious Vice Chan-
cellor had other plans. She made haste to the airship’s aft and set 
forth �ddling with the craft’s exhaust. From the window I watched as 
letters began to form in the sky:

“HELP US, RAJ PETER BHAKTA. YOU’RE OUR ONLY HOPE.”

Soon a �otilla of frigates �ying the BHAKTA �ag appeared on the 
shimmering lake. We jammed shut the hold’s door; warning sirens 
blared. Bezaleel’s Jr.’s voice came across the intercom. “Resistance is 
futile,” said the tinny baritone. “You shall not escape.” Nevertheless 
we persisted to hastily rig the barrels into bundles, a§xing each to an 
elephantine parachute. . . and rolled them out the hatch to glide to 
our naval saviors below.

Sudden turbulence sent us tumbling akimbo—a dog�ght was afoot! 
Two helicopters, one piloted by Mr. Bhakta and one by his four 
fearsome children, sidled up to Ra�’s zeppelin, battering its bridge 
with all manner of musketshot. Erika and I fastened our parachutes 
and stepped to the precipice of the hatch.

“Jump!” cried the H.O.G.’s steadfast brood from their chopper. As we 
did, a salvo of �reworks struck the airship—and caused it to ignite 
with a most tremendous con�agration of red, white, and blue. And 
that is how Raj Peter Bhakta saved the 4th of July.

THE END.  

–PHINEAS WITHEY IV
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SEE EXHIBITS ON PAGE 23

ART
O N  E X H I B I T

ARIES: March 21-April 20. Try not to question 
the mysteries of the universe right now, Aries. 
Unconventional vibes are coming your way, 
which may lead you 
on some bizarre, yet 
enjoyable journeys.

TAURUS: April 21-
May 21. Don’t believe 
everything you read 
on social media, 
Taurus. Some strange 
information is coming in 
and you have to weed 
through misinformation 
to make some smart 
choices.

GEMINI: May 22-
June 21.There may be 
surprises around the 
workplace this week, 
Gemini. A supervisor 
could act out of sorts 
and the momentum 
may be a bit erratic. 
Ride out this unsettling 
wave. 

CANCER: June 22-July 
22. You have a sensitive 
and compassionate 
demeanor, Cancer. 
Unfortunately, this can 
make you vulnerable. 
Keep a few tough 
friends in your corner.  

LEO: July 23-Aug. 23. 
Leo, advocate and 
negotiate for yourself 
as much as you can in 
the days to come. You 
can’t expect anyone to 
promote yourself better 
than you can.

VIRGO: Aug. 24-Sept. 22. Give yourself a 
break, Virgo. You have been putting your nose 
to the grindstone for so long, you deserve an 
opportunity to enjoy the lighter side of life for a bit.

LIBRA: Sept. 23-Oct. 23. Your responsibilities are 
at an all-time high right now, Libra. That means 
you are in much demand. Pick and choose your 

projects because your 
schedule is packed.

SCORPIO: Oct. 24-
Nov. 22. Scorpio, 
celebrate yourself this 
week. You deserve 
some recognition and 
celebration just for 
being you, and what 
better person to initiate 
it than yourself?

SAGITTARIUS: Nov. 
23-Dec. 21. You may 
have a sudden urge 
to get organized at 
home or at the offi  ce, 
Sagittarius. Spend 
ample time sorting 
and cleaning out the 
clutter. You’ll be more 
productive for your 
eff orts. 

CAPRICORN: Dec. 22-
Jan. 20. Light banter is 
the name of the game 
for conversation this 
week, Capricorn. Avoid 
any topics that can be 
deemed controversial 
or lead to confrontation.

AQUARIUS: Jan. 21-
Feb. 18. Appreciate 
the world around you, 
Aquarius. It’s easy to 
get fi xated on what is 
going wrong. Instead, 
be grateful for all of the 
things that are going 
right.

PISCES: Feb. 19-March 20. Good vibes are 
heading your way, Pisces. Cosmic energy 
continues through your sign, articulating visions 
of future ambitions.

Cosmic ForecastCosmic Forecast

Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30, Sat. 10-2  • Rt. 7 So., Middlebury
802-388-2800 •  www.middleburyfloralandgifts.com

Your Bridal Your Bridal 
Specialist! Specialist! 

Contact us for a Contact us for a 
free quote.free quote.

OPEN: M-F 10-5 and Saturday 9:30-4

260 Court Street, Middlebury, Vt. 05753
802-388-3559   www.middleburysewnvac.com

Our semi-annualOur semi-annual
clearance continues!clearance continues!

25-75%25-75% off select merchandise

JULY 7  — Jim Gaffi  gan, stand-up comic (56)
JULY 8— Artemesia Gentileschi, Renaissance 
painter (d)
JULY 9— Oliver Sachs, neurologist (d)

JULY 10— Arthur Ashe, tennis player (d)
JULY 11 — Jhumpa Lahiri, writer (55)
JULY 12— Malala Yousafsai, activist, Nobel 
laureate (25)
JULY 13 — Cheech Marin, comedian (87)

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

BRANDON ARTISTS GUILD
7 Center St, Brandon
Visit brandonartistsguild.org or call 802-247-4956 for 
more info.

“Warren Kimble: Artful Assemblages” features three-
dimensional constructions combining vintage found 
objects such as old furniture and architectural parts, 
was engendered by Kimble’s early years as an antiques 
dealer with deep knowledge of his own collected 
artifacts. On view through July 9.

EDGEWATER GALLERY ON THE GREEN
6 Merchant’s Row, Middlebury
Visit edgewatergallery.com, call 802-989-7419 or email 
info@edgewatergallery-vt.com for more info.

“Land & Tide: Scenes from New England,” is a solo 
exhibition of photographs by Jim Westphalen, on 
view July 1-Aug. 9. Experience the majesty of the New 
England landscape through the eyes and lens of fi ne 
art photographer Jim Westphalen as he takes us on 
a journey that includes the pastoral farms and snow 
dusted mountains of Vermont and the rocky shorelines 
and surf of the Atlantic coast. 

EDGEWATER GALLERY AT THE FALLS
1 Mill Street, Middlebury
Visit edgewatergallery.com, call 802-458-0098 or email 
info@edgewatergallery-vt.com for more info.

“Summer Suite,” a two-person exhibition featuring Jill 
Matthews and Katie Runde, on view May 27-July 27. In 
the classical music world a “suite” is described as a group 
of self-contained, instrumental movements of varying 
character, usually in the same key. “Summer Suite” is 
Edgewater’s version as it applies to the art of painting. 

JACKSON GALLERY
68 S Pleasant Street, Middlebury
Visit townhalltheater.org/jackson-gallery or call 802-382-
9222 for more info.

“Inspired by Nature: A Mother and Daughter’s View.” 
Paintings by Bristol artist Brenda Myrick and Barbara 
Lane, a 92-year-old retired surgical nurse from Whiting, 
will be on view July 8-Aug. 13. An opening reception will 
be held on Saturday, July 16, from 5-7 p.m. The Jackson 
Gallery is located in the lower level of Town Hall Theater, 
and is open Monday through Friday 12-5 p.m., and an 
hour before any public events in the building.  

LAKE CHAMPLAIN MARITIME MUSEUM
4472 Basin Harbor Rd, Vergennes
Visit lcmm.org or call 802-475-2022 for more info.

“Nebizun: Water is Life.” Water is essential for life and 

BRISTOL • VT453-7799

Tues-Fri 11am-5pm
Sat 10am-5pm

Stop by during 
The Great Northern

Yarn Haul
July 8th - July 31!



PAGE 6 — Addison Independent | ARTS+LEISURE | Thursday, July 7, 2022

J U LY 7- 1 7
2 0 2 2CALENDAR

THURSDAY, 
JULY 7
BASIN BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL 

IN BRANDON. Thursday, July 7, 1 Basin Rd. In its 
27th year. A family-friendly four days of bluegrass, 
Vermont food and craft concessions. More info at 
basinbluegrassfestival.com.

MICHELLE FAY BAND AND PIZZA IN GOSHEN. 
Thursday, July 7, 5-8 p.m., Blueberry Hill Inn and 
Outdoor Center, Ripton-Goshen Rd. A compelling 
and captivating ensemble featuring original and 
bluegrass music from Vermont. Reservations for 
each pizza night will open the Monday prior to the 
event. BYOB.

“THE JOY OF THE JUST” PLAY IN ROCHESTER. 
Thursday, July 7, 7:30 p.m., Spice Studio, 482 
South Main St., Rochester. Bald Mountain Theater 
presents the play by John Gardner. When elderly 
Aunt Ella gets involved in a he-said, she-said 
battle of wills with the new preacher and finds 
no one believes or cares about her side of the 
story, she takes the matter of God’s punishment 
into her own hands. Tickets $15 at the door and at 
baldmountaintickets.ludus.com. Streaming will be 
available in partnership with TheaterEngine. More 
info at baldmountaintheater.org. Repeats on Friday 
and Saturday. 

FRIDAY, JULY 8
BASIN BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL IN BRANDON. 
Friday, July 8, 10 a.m.-9:30 p.m., 1 Basin Rd. In its 
27th year. See July 7 listing.

SHELDON ARCHIVES OPEN HOUSE IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Friday, July 8, 1-7 p.m., Henry 
Sheldon Museum, 1 Park St. Help the Sheldon 
celebrate 50 years of the Stewart-Swift Research 
Center. Venture behind the scenes of the Sheldon 
Archives and explore rarely displayed treasures 
from the archival collection. Archives on display 
will include: manuscript maps by Middlebury 
Female Academy students; the first newspaper 
published in Middlebury (1801), the first atlas 
printed in America, and the earliest representation 
of a same-sex couple in America (Charity Bryant 
and Sylvia Drake). Free and open to the public, 
reservations are not required. More info at 
HenrySheldonMuseum.org or 802-388-2117.

THE TRAVELING MIDDLEBURYS AND PIZZA 
IN GOSHEN. Friday, July 8, 5-8 p.m., Blueberry 
Hill Inn and Outdoor Center, Ripton-Goshen Rd. 
Four long-time musicians from some of Addison 
County’s favorite bands come together to play 

a selection of old covers and new originals. 
Reservations for each pizza night will open the 
Monday prior to the event. BYOB.

CARILLON CONCERT IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, July 
8, 6 p.m., Middlebury Chapel lawn, Old Chapel Rd. 
Middlebury College School of Russian instructor 
Sergei Gratchev will perform. Free and open to the 
public. Bring lawn chairs or blankets.

GREAT AMERICAN SONG PERFORMANCE IN 
SALISBURY. Friday, July 8, 7:30 p.m., Salisbury 
Meetinghouse, 853 Maple St. Salisbury’s 42nd 
Summer Performance Series continues with 
Joshua Glassman, tenor, and Sakurako Kanemitsu, 
piano. Music by George Gershwin, Irving Berlin, 
Cole Porter and Marc Blitzstein. Masks requested if 
not fully vaccinated. Free-will donation.

“THE JOY OF THE JUST” PLAY IN ROCHESTER. 
Friday, July 8, 7:30 p.m., Bald Mountain Theater, 482 
South Main St., Rochester. See July 7 for details.

SATURDAY, JULY 9
BASIN BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL IN BRANDON. 
Saturday, July 9, 10 a.m.-9:30 p.m., 1 Basin Rd. See 
July 7 listing.

REVOLUTIONARY WAR WEEKEND IN 
HUBBARDTON. Saturday, July 9, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., 
Hubbardton Battlefield State Historic Site, 5696 
Monument Hill Rd. The sights and sounds of 
the American Revolution will come alive at 
the Hubbardton Battlefield at this full-scale 
living history weekend commemorating the 
Revolutionary War battle fought on July 7, 1777. 

WILL REED IN BRANDON. Saturday, July 9, 11 a.m.-
1 p.m., Kennedy Park. Downtown Brandon Alliance 
brings you live solo performers every 2nd and 4th 
Saturdays through September.

MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY MUSIC SCHOOL 
CONCERT IN MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, July 9, 1 
p.m., Reference Room, Ilsley Public Library, 75 Main 
St. IPL is partnering with MCMC for free concerts 
in the library. Musician will be either teachers or 
students from MCMC.

BACH BASH IN GRANVILLE. Saturday, July 9, 7 
p.m., Granville town Hall, Route 100. Rochester 
Chamber Music Society presents its annual Bach 
Bash, where professional and amateur musicians 
celebrate the music of Bach and others. Afternoon 
read through of music with informal concert at 7 
p.m. More info at rcmsvt.org or 802-767-9234.

“THE JOY OF THE JUST” PLAY IN ROCHESTER. 

Saturday, July 9, 2 and 7:30 p.m., Bald Mountain 
Theater, 482 South Main St., Rochester. See July 7 
listing for details.

SUNDAY, JULY 10
REVOLUTIONARY WAR WEEKEND IN 
HUBBARDTON. Sunday, July 10, 7:45 a.m.-3 p.m., 
Hubbardton Battlefield State Historic Site, 5696 
Monument Hill Rd. See July 7 listing.

BASIN BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL IN BRANDON. 
Sunday, July 10, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., 1 Basin Rd. See July 
9 listing. Gospel sing to precede Sunday’s events at 
9 a.m. under the tent. 

“BUT WHY? LIVE!” WITH JANE LINDHOLM AND 
MELODY BODETTE IN MIDDLEBURY. Sunday, 
July 10, 11 a.m.-noon, Town Hall Theater, 68 S. 
Pleasant St. Do you want to know why goats have 
square eyes? Why pigs’ tails are curly? Or why 
horses sleep standing up? The creators of the 
internationally popular kids podcast “But Why,” 
from Vermont Public Radio, have the answers. Kids 
in the audience will learn about all kinds of farm 
animals as they get to choose which questions 
get picked. Tickets $8 plus fees, available at 
townhalltheater.org.

FRENCH VOICES CONCERT IN ROCHESTER. 
Sunday, July 10, 4 p.m., Rochester Federated 
Church, 15 N. Main St. Rochester Chamber Music 
Society host the Champlain Trio: Letitia Quante, 
violin; Emily Taubl, cello; Hiromi Fukuda, piano, who 
will perform works of Cecile Chaminade, Garbriel 
Faure and Lili Boulanger. More info at rcmsvt.org

KALETA & SUPER YAMBA BAND IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Sunday, July 10, 7 p.m., on the town green. 
Middlebury’s 2022 Festival on-the-Green kicks off 
with Kaleta and his band h ave honed their craft 
performing with a diverse range of artists. Free. 
More info at festivalonthegreen.org.

MONDAY, JULY 11
MAGICIAN TO VERNER IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Monday, July 11, noon, on the town treen. The 
2002 Festival on-the-Green’s Noon Brown Bag 
specials commence with magician Tom Verner. 
His Magicians Without Borders performs magic 
shows for children in refugee camps, orphanages 
and hospitals around the world — often in war 
torn places where love, laughter and magic 
are desperately needed. Free. More info at 
festivalonthegreen.org.

MUSIC MONDAY IN BRISTOL. Monday, July 11, 5 
SEE CALENDAR ON PAGE 26
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SUNDAY JULY 10TH

MONDAY JULY 11TH

The 43rd Annual Middlebury 
Festival on the Green kicks 
off the week with Kaleta 
& Super Yamba 
Band presenting Afro-funk 
dance music from Benin 
Nigeria and NYC led by 
Kaleta, a veteran performer 
with King Sunny Ade and 
Fela Kuti.  Double set starts 
at 7pm

The evening begins with a 
community sing near the gazebo 
at 6:00 with Moira Smiley 
and Sadie Danforth
followed by master fiddler 
Bruce Molsky at 7:00pm 
Rani Arbo & daisy 
mayhem caps off the 
evening at 8:30 with New 

TUESDAY JULY 12TH
Beginning at 7:00 The 
Vermont Folklife 
Center Traditional 
Arts Showcase
music from Vermont, 
Nepal and Tibet. That 
will be followed at 8:30 
by É.T.É., With lovely 
vocal harmonies, deep 

groove, and rich instrumentation, É.T.É are an explosive trio on stage, 
transforming the nostalgia of a kitchen party into an unforgettable show 
experience that celebrates the joie de vivre of Québecois culture.

WEDNESDAY JULY 13TH
The Chicago collective of 
musicians, Radio Free 
Honduras returns to the 
festival stage at 7:00 for 2 sets, 
performing traditional Honduran 
music with Rhumbas, Los 
Lobos inspired rock, and south 
of the border soul.

THURSDAY JULY 14TH
Reggie Harris at 7:00 A world-renowned musician, 
storyteller and educator Steeped in the tradition of African 
American spirituals, folk, gospel, rock and the music of 
civil and human rights, his recordings have amassed an 
amazing repertoire of African American music, blending 
spirituals and freedom songs.  Followed by Damn 
Tall Buildings at 8:30 Bluegrass, swing, ragtime and 
jazz with a whole lot of soul.  “The Carter Family for the 
millennial generation” – The Boston Globe

FRIDAY JULY 15TH
Oshima Brothers magnetic sibling 
sound and contagious joy result from a 
lifetime of making music together.The 
brothers have honed a harmony-rich blend of 
contemporary folk and acoustic pop creating 
a full sound with dynamic vocals, electric 
and acoustic guitars, octave bass, loops, and 
percussion. Begins at 7pm

Followed by C.F.I at 
8:30, an 8 piece  jazz, 
funk and blues band 
with a full horn section 
made up of some of 
the finest musicians in 
Vermont.

SATURDAY JULY 16TH - 7:00 Vermont Jazz Ensenble Street Dance - We shut down Main Street for you to boogie and jive!

Orleans grooves, old-time gospel harmonies and bluesy swing fiddle that 
shakes the rafters or hush the room.

family-friendly music seriesFree

Village Green in Middlebury, VT.on the
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MOVIE R E V I E W

We delve into the history of the minions 
once more! In the previous spin-off  to the 
“Despicable Me” trilogy, we learned where 
they came from and how they found Gru 
— their “evil” boss. “The Rise of Gru,” as the 
title suggests, tells the story of their fi rst 
adventures under newfound leadership. This 
action-packed fi lm will delight all who crave 
mayhem, mischief, and of course, minions.

It’s 1976, and Gru (Steve Carell) has fi nally 
hired the minions (all voiced by Pierre Coffi  n) 
and begun his crime spree. Meanwhile his 
hero, or more appropriately, his antihero, Wild 
Knuckles (Alan Arkin), founder and leader 
of the Vicious 6, has been left for dead and 
succeeded by Belle Bottom (Taraji P. Henson), 
who is now looking for a recruit. Gru takes the 
application, but his interview doesn’t go well. 
The Vicious 6 underestimate him because he’s 
only 11 years old, and when he tries to impress 
them by stealing the Zodiac Stone that they 
themselves have just stolen, they turn on him.

Wild Knuckles turns out to be alive and well 
and captures Gru, taking him to his house 

in San Francisco. Four minions pursue him, 
Kevin, Stuart and Bob fl y a commandeered 
passenger plane, and Otto hitches a ride from 
a motorcyclist (RZA) to whom he unwittingly 
gave the Zodiac Stone. The former three have 
a run-in with Wild Knuckles’ goons, learn 
some Kung Fu, and continue searching for Gru. 
Unbeknownst to any of the above, the Vicious 
6 are also headed to San Francisco.

We also get to see some familiar faces, such 
as Mr. Perkins of the Bank of Evil (Will Arnett), 
Dr. Nefario (Russell Brand), Gru’s mother 
Marlena (Julie Andrews), and Agent Silas 
Ramsbottom of the Anti-Villain League (Steve 
Coogan), albeit nearly half a century younger 
than in the main trilogy. Actually, this fi lm is 
loaded with references thitherto, as well as a 
“Jaws” Easter egg. That’s not even half of what 
you’ll discover in “Minions: The Rise of Gru.” It 
would be a crime to ignore this fi lm if you’ve 
been a fan of the others.

Owen Williams is a University of Vermont and Mansfi eld 
Hall: Connections student and aspiring screenwriter. This 
is the fi nale of his internship at the Addison Independent.

MINIONS: THE RISE OF GRU

MOVIE REVIEW SUPPORTED BY

FIND SHOWTIMES AND MORE AT MIDDLEBURYMARQUIS.COM

Reviewed by OWEN WILLIAMS

Point Counterpoint Faculty Ensemble to perform

On Friday, July 15, at 7:30 p.m., the Salisbury 
Summer Performance Series will host a 
concert by the session-two faculty of Point 
Counterpoint Music Camp under musical 
director Ari Streisfeld. The international faculty 
hail from programs ranging from Oberlin, the 
New England Conservatory, and Juilliard to 
Madrid, Amsterdam, and Venezuela. They 
have performed in Brazil, Paris, Cortona (IT), 
and Leipzig, as well as at Wolf Trap, Aspen, 
Chautauqua, Carnegie Hall and the Kennedy 
Center. They will be performing a special 
program in solidarity with Ukraine — Silvestrov, 
Postludium for Cello and Piano; Prokofi ev, 
Sonata for Two Violins; and Bacewicz, Piano 
Quintet no. 2 — along with Brahms’ Piano 

Quartet no. 3 in C Minor.

Because of the need to utilize the piano, 
these concerts will occur indoors. Guests 
are asked to wear a mask unless fully 
vaccinated, and welcome those who prefer 
to remain masked even though they are fully 
inoculated. 

This will be the third of eight concerts in 
Salisbury’s 42nd Summer Performance 
Series, which will run through Aug. 25 at the 
historic, but handicapped accessible, 1838 
meetinghouse in Salisbury Village. There is 
no admission charge; a free-will donation in 
support of the series will be appreciated.

carillon concerts
Elena Sadina, Instructor, Middlebury 
College School of Russian will play 
Middlebury College’s Carillon on Friday, 
July 15, at 6 p.m. This concert is free and 
open to the public, and can be enjoyed 

on the steps of the Chapel or on the 
surrounding lawns. Audiences are 
encouraged to bring lawn chairs or 
blankets. Performances will continue 
each Friday through Aug. 19. 

MUSIC
U P C O M I N G
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Alzheimer’s Support  |  Activitiy changes during COVID

Pat Spiegel of Ferrisburgh 
whacks a tennis ball while 

Peggy Cox of Salisbury 
backs her up. See more 

photos on Page 18.
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     MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
338 Exchange St., Middlebury, VT  •  M-F 8-6, Sat 8-5, Sun 9-4• 802-388-4937

C lo th ing by 
for men & women is comfortable & durable. 
Great Selection of Kid’s Carhartt for your 
adorable grandchildren!
Plus a great selection of accessories from
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Yard & 
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everything in between! Beautiful greenhouse 
and nursery full of plants!

Pe t Food & Pe t Care
Food • Treats • Toys

A huge variety to keep your pets happy & healthy!

For your Active Lifestyle!

Senior Discount Day
is every Wednesday*!

Seniors (55 & over) 
save 10% on non-sale items

*some exclusions apply

Open 7 Open 7 
Days!Days!

We also make Pet I.D. Tags
Custom engraved while you wait. Choose from a variety

of styles. Beautiful brass Equine & Stable Plates, too.

Se lf-Ser v ice Dog Wash is
     OPEN EVERYDAY!

Washing your pet has 
never been easier! 

Our

141A Main Street, Vergennes • 802-877-6200
Open Tues.-Sat. Call us for current hours

www.sweetcharityvt.com

Are you...
Downsizing?
Cleaning out?
Moving?

Sweet Charity LOVES donations 
(they’re tax deductible)

We’ll even come pick them up!

Affiliated with Women of Wisdom

AN INTERESTING
RESALE SHOP

By KATIE FUTTERMAN
MIDDLEBURY — Vermont, as the 

third-oldest state in the country, is plagued 
by Alzheimer’s disease. More than 13,000 
Vermonters over the age of 65 are living 
with this form of dementia — a figure that 
is expected to increase 30% in the next 
three years, according to the Alzheimer’s 
Association. 

“My experience is every single time I 
go out in public and ask people ‘Do you 
know anybody? Have you experienced 
this anywhere in your life? So many hands 
go up.’” Meg Polyte, policy director of 
the Vermont chapter of the Alzheimer’s 
Association, said at a meeting in 
Middlebury last week.

Sure enough, the room far overflowed 
the initial plan of 25 people, with people 
from all over, and all sorts of experiences 
sitting, standing on the side. 

The meeting, organized by the 
Alzheimer’s Association, was 
called “We’re Alz in this together, 
Destigmatizing dementia in Vermont.” 
Caretakers, those with Alzheimer’s 
disease or other dementias, policymakers 

ALZHEIMER’S ADVOCATES STAND united in working for increasing care options for people afflicted with Alzheimer’s 
disease and other forms of dementia. Shown at a gathering at the Congregational Church of Middlebury last Thursday are, 
from left, Pamela Smith who spoke about her own early onset Alzheimer’s, her daughter and primary caretaker Eryn Smith, 
Sen. Ruth Hardy, University of Vermont student Intern Lindsey Lefevre Jones and Meg Polyte, policy director of the Vermont 
chapter of the Alzheimer’s Association. Photo courtesy of Meg Polyte

‘We’re Alz in this together’
Community discussions 

seek to offer more 
understanding and 
support for people
with Alzheimer’s 

and members of the public gathered on 
Thursday, June 30, at the Congregational 
Church of Middlebury to discuss how 
Addison County currently supports those 
with Alzheimer’s and how it can improve.

The high rate of Alzheimer’s is 
accompanied by a workforce shortage, 
which results in people not being able 
to get services that would help them, 

according to Polyte. There is already a 
waitlist of almost a year to get a diagnosis 
through UVM Medical Center. Without 
a diagnosis, a person can’t apply for 
disability funding from the government 
or get access to necessary services. 
A TRUE LIFE STORY

Pamela Smith, one of the speakers at 
the event, is no stranger to such hurdles 

in getting care for dementia. Starting 
a few years ago when she was only 50 
years old, the Middlebury woman was 
telling her doctor during her regular visits 
every three months about problems she 
was experiencing with her memory. She 
received a wide range of explanations 
— from menopause to her chronic pain 

(See Alzheimer’s, Page 14)
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Seniors see pattern changes during/after COVID

(See Changing patterns, Page 19)

By WILLIAM REED
MIDDLEBURY — The COVID-19 

pandemic has undoubtedly changed the 
lives of every single person — for some 
drastically so. But for older adults, greater 
negative outcomes have stretched far and 
wide for what seems like a longer time.

Nevertheless, seniors have found ways to 
cope with changes in their daily routines.

Max, 94, and Lois, 91, Kraus reside 
in Middlebury’s EastView retirement 
community.

To help alleviate these general feelings 
of anxiety and fear, they look to the small 
things that bring them satisfaction.

“We have neighbors, which is a plus of 
living in our community,” they told the 
Independent. “During COVID, our main 
social life was walking up and down our 
little road, encountering people on their 
way to the mailbox, whenever it’s clear, and 
you’d stop and have a chat. There’s a lot of 
that kind of contact here.”

On the effects the pandemic has on 
communities like EastView, the Krauses 
discussed what stayed constant and what 
was noticeably different. Lois continued to 
cook, but she has the ease to do so because 
they live in a cottage separate from the 
community’s main building, which has had 
stricter rules because people living there are 
in closer proximity. 

“They were shut down for months on 
end. Occasionally as things got better, they 
opened. And then as we started getting 
an occasional case within EastView, they 

would close back down,” Lois said.
Because of federal rules about keeping 

personal health information private, there’s 
discretion regarding people’s medical 
conditions. Max and Lois said that they’d 
hear about who had COVID-19 primarily 
through rumors, which also proved to be 
mentally draining at times. 

Joanne Corbett, executive director of 
Elderly Services Inc., understands that the 
pandemic has led to increased loneliness 
and isolation among seniors in general. 
The fear that many older people experience 
is not surprising given that nearly three-
quarters of Americans who have died have 
been age 65 or older.

“Given the particular threat (of the 
pandemic) to elders, many older people 
have experienced increased anxiety and 
fear,” Corbett said. “Many older people 
have felt driven to learn to use technology 
such as Facetime and Zoom as a way to feel 
more connected to their friends and family.”

Elderly Services, based in Middlebury, 
works with seniors across Addison County. 
It provides a safe and closely supervised 
home away from home for older people 
whose independence has lessened due 
to stroke, other chronic illness, dementia 
or simply advanced age. By providing 
transportation to and from the center, 
nursing attention, meals cooked by chefs, 
activities, and entertainment throughout the 
day, and help with mobility. ESI acts as an 
eldercare partner with families.

The Krauses were lucky enough to 

LOIS AND MAX KRAUS
have moved into EastView before the 
pandemic hit, so were able to follow the 
more traditional retirement path, and they 
had some ties into the community before 
the isolation of the initial quarantine and 
eventual general restrictions of the pandemic 
set in. They lived in Philadelphia for most of 
their lives and had a cabin in Goshen that 
they visited for skiing and vacations until 
they retired. They decided they liked living 
in Vermont more than Philadelphia, and 20 
years ago moved to Middlebury full time 
and have never looked back. 

But when the pandemic hit, Max and 
Lois, along with other residents and workers 
at places like EastView, noticed a change in 
influx of flow into retirement facilities like 
theirs. 

“People were reluctant about moving 
from their own homes to EastView because 
our management was extremely careful to 

protect us from any outside contact,” Max 
said. “In the beginning, we weren’t being 
tested all the time. Neither was the staff. 
There was a long learning curve. We just got 
shut down and were told to stay as isolated 
as possible.”

Many older people did less traveling or 
in-person activity. Family gatherings took 
a pause, medical appointments in person 
became infrequent. With less physical 
activity in person, seniors chose to stay at 
their own homes instead of being confined 
in retirement communities. 

“People who put off moving (to EastView) 
were not looking forward to being locked 
into a place where they couldn’t have 
visitors,” Max said. “So, people were not 
moving in as readily as they might have 
been. Therefore, some of them came in 
sicker than they typically would have been 
several years ago,” said Max.

When activity changes substantially 
affected seniors, it made it so older adults 
weren’t seeking the care they needed, and 
more people were getting sicker because of 
the pandemic’s means of isolation. 

“There’s a national trend, being in one’s 
home longer now. Therefore, people are 
getting to retirement communities when 
they’re less agile and less interested in 
taking part. We see that as a problem here,” 
said Max. 
ELDERS MAKE CHANGES

Not only have seniors learned to 
appreciate the small things like short walks 

Everyone needs a little lift.
multi feature lift recliners

•  many styles

•  fabric options

•  infinite seat 
      movement options

•  safe & easy to 
        operate

www.woodwarevt.com
Rt. 7 South  •  Middlebury, VT  •  388-6297  •  Mon - Sat 9-5 Closed Sun

We Sell, Service & Repair all major brands 
of Hearing Aids & Hearing Loss Devices

25 Years Helping the Vermont Community Hear Better • Family Owned
802.233-2345

 Marble Works, 63 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753

Financing Available • Trade-In Allowance

FREE to new and current Advanced Hearing 
Technology customers and veterans

In-home or office service • Diagnostic audiological evaluation
Yearly testing and programming • Tinnitus evaluation and management

You’ll love what you hear.
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THE NEW CHOICE IN AWNINGS
IntegrityAwnings.com |  802-771-5892

It’s finally time
to enjoy the outdoors.

Enjoy the comfort of sitting under
an awning by Integrity Awnings.

Rene Paquette

FITNESS FOR LIFE!

Two great pools. Motivating classes for all abilities.
Friendly, sociable atmosphere will keep you feeling great, inside & out.

For more info and a full schedule visit us

•vermontsun.com

SPECIAL LOW RATES 
for Seniors!Exchange Street 

Middlebury 
Kennedy Brothers 

Vergennes  

388-6888

Come indoors to the ALWAYS comfortable, temperature-controlled
and fun-filled Vermont Sun Fitness Centers. 

condition, and was diagnosed with anxiety 
and depression, neither of which she had 
ever experienced. 

One day at work, she was writing 
something that usually took her 10 or 15 
minutes. 

“I thought I had been spending about 
an hour at it, which I was really frustrated 
about. And I looked up at the clock and 
it had been four hours and I called my 
doctor’s office in tears. My hands are 
shaking, and it’s like, I don’t know what’s 
going on.” 

From there, she spent about eight months 
being sent from specialist to specialist, 
until eventually she was diagnosed with 
early onset Alzheimer’s. 

“And by that point it was a relief, 
weirdly, because it had been years of me 
saying, ‘No, something’s wrong,’” she 
said. 

But even after getting diagnosed, Smith 
had trouble accessing services, a common 
problem for those recently diagnosed, 
according to Sen. Ruth Hardy, D-Addison 
County. It was especially difficult for 
Smith given her younger age, as services 
for older people, such as Age Well would 
not serve her, she said. 

Many of these funding and accessibility 
problems are caused by a low level of 
visibility of the population. 

“Because this is a very unseen 
population, and older people in general 

are very unseen on the political landscape, 
it means they’re less likely to get services 
and support created for them,” Polyte said. 
“The need doesn’t seem as high because 
they’re not just out there in people’s faces 
as much.” 

The Alzheimer’s Association, which 
advocates for other forms of dementia as 

well, hosted the meeting as the kickoff to 
series of gatherings in different counties 
around Vermont. The goal of the meetings 
is to increase awareness and hear from 
people firsthand what they want — 
whether it be an expansion of resources 
or an increase in accessibility to existing 
programs, according to Polyte. 

The central questions guiding the 
meeting were: What is it like to be 
diagnosed with and live with Alzheimer’s 
or another dementia? What is it like to 
care for someone with dementia? What 
services are available in Vermont and 
in your community, and what services 

Alzheimer’s
(Continued from Page 11)

ROB BACKLUND OF Lincoln shares his family’s story of managing his mother’s early onset Alzheimer’s and his father’s 
role in caring for her.

Photo courtesy of Meg Polyte

(See Community, Page 16)
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Early detection and management of eye 
problems such as cataracts, glaucoma, and 
macular degeneration may help maintain 
your vision.

   Call for an appointment today!

27 Main St, Vergennes  VT  •  Mon. 8-4, Tues.– Fri.  8-5

802-877-2422

Good Vision is essential for
enjoying your favorite pastimes.

Having a discussion with an elderly 
parent about whether they should still 
be driving may be the hardest thing 
you’ll ever have to do. Even though it’s 
painful, it’s necessary. You could save 
your parent’s life or the life of another 

driver, like me.
Recently, an 88-year-old woman ran 

a red light and T-boned my car on the 
passenger side. I wasn’t hurt and neither 
was she. Fortunately, no one was riding 
with me. If someone had been sitting on 

the impact side, they could 
have been seriously injured. 
If the elderly driver had 
been coming the other way 
and hit me on the driver’s 
side, I don’t want to think 
what could have happened. 

The elderly driver 
admitted to the police that 
she did not see the red light. 
She obviously didn’t see my red Honda 
in front of her in the intersection, as 
there was no evidence she tried to stop 
before plowing into me.

A witness told me that in the minutes 
before, she was following the elderly 

driver and was concerned 
that her erratic actions 
might cause a crash. Her 
fears quickly came true.
TIME FOR 
MANDATORY TESTING

There are now more 
elderly drivers on the roads, 
as people are living longer 
and keeping their licenses 

longer. The number of drivers ages 
65 and older has increased 60% since 
2000, according to the Federal Highway 
Administration. 

In Vermont, 23.66% of all licensed 

Watch for warning signs in elderly drivers

If you believe a driver may be a hazard on the road, encourage him or her to visit the 
AAA Senior Driver site (tinyurl.com/AAA-mature-drivers) to use their Self-Rating 
Tool. You may also assess their driving ability by reviewing the following warning 
signs:

• Diminished eyesight.
• Suffered stroke or heart attack.
• Difficulty negotiating sharp turns and intersections.
• Hesitation over right-of-way decisions.
• Becoming lost on familiar routes.
• Feeling nervous or exhausted after driving.
• Receiving traffic violations or found at fault in crashes.
• Neglecting to buckle the seat belt.
• Difficulty moving foot between pedals.
• Difficulty merging onto freeways or turning onto busy streets.
• Relying only on mirrors rather than turning fully to check blind spots.
• Missing stop signs and traffic signals.
• Frequently weaving, straddling, and drifting into other lanes without signaling.
• Attempting to turn from the wrong lane.
• Receiving frequent honks from other motorists.
• Finding scrapes and dents on vehicles, mailboxes, and other stationary objects.
These are just a few of the many warning signs of unsafe driving. If you feel the 

driver may present a hazard on the road, it may be time for the driver to give up the 
keys. This can be a very difficult call for you to make, especially if the driver is a 
parent or other close figure used to having their independence. What you must keep in 
mind is their safety and the safety of others must come first.

— Vermont Department of Motor Vehicles

Community
 Forum

This commentary 
is by Steve Larose, 
a writer and editor 
who lives in Barre 
Town.

(See Driving, Page 19)

Warning Signs of Unsafe Driving
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For over 40 years, we have provided Vermonters 60+                                                                                                                                              
with the necessary support to manage their daily living 
needs, with the goal of keeping them active, healthy, 
and independent.  
Our wide array of programs can enhance your quality 
of life and peace of mind.

• Helpline: Information & Assistance
• Meals on Wheels & Community Meals
• Restaurant Ticket Program
• Tai Chi & Wellness Offerings

• Medicare Counseling & Training
• Care & Service Coordination
• Transportation
• Volunteer Opportunities

agewellvt.org          Helpline: 1-800-642-5119

How do you age well?

Community
(Continued from Page 14)

are needed? How can you get involved 
with the fight to end Alzheimer’s and 
all other dementias? She then hopes to 
transfer what she hears to her work with 
policymakers around the issue. 

In addition to Sen. Hardy, Middlebury’s 
two Democratic state representatives, 
Robin Schue and Amy Sheldon, attended 
the event. 

Hardy, who is a neighbor of Smith, 
spoke about the bill that she sponsored 
and was passed this year, S. 206, now 
called Act 113. It added to the Older 
Vermonters Act from 2020, which 
required a state plan on older Vermonters.

The bill updated the membership 
and charge of the commission on 
Alzheimer’s, which has been in place 
since 1991. It added a member from the 
hospital community, and ensured that 
anyone appointed to it had direct, lived 
experience with Alzheimer’s in some 
way — whether it be through having it, 
caring for someone who did or doing 
research. 

The bill also includes training for people 
working with people with Alzheimer’s in 
order to ensure that healthcare providers 
better understand how to interact with 
those with the disease. 

There is also a silver alert system, which 
Hardy compared to the Amber Alert 
system for someone with Alzheimer’s 
who may have gotten confused and lost. 

‘FELT LIKE AN ISLAND’
One important issue, according to Hardy, 

is transitions between different types of 
care, and how they are planned for and 
overseen. Smith, for instance, is cared for 
by her daughter Eryn. 

Family members serving 
as unpaid caregivers is a 
common occurrence when 
it comes to Alzheimer’s. 
Vermont has 26,000 of these 
caregivers, which makes up 
37 million hours of unpaid 
care, valued at a grand total 
of $758 million, according to 
the Alzheimer’s Association. 
Workforce shortages 
contribute to the blockages in 
the system, said Polyte. 

Rob Backlund spoke 
about his and his father’s 
experience caring for his 
mother, who was diagnosed 
with early onset Alzheimer’s 
at 58, and died 10 years later, in Sepember 
2020. 

“As a family, we felt like an island,” he 
said. 

Backlund encouraged caretakers to 
accept the grief of losing someone, and 
even ask for help as they slowly make 
their way through the process. He related 
to Smith’s discussion of the isolation of the 
disease. 

Smith said that what helped her most 

was when she discovered a support group 
based in Massachusetts. 

Elise Blair of Middlebury shared that 
her current caregiver support group run 
through the church is full, but she is 
looking to start a new one. Those interested 

can contact her at 802-388-
4540. Project Independence 
and Elderly Services also 
has caregiver support groups 
and individualized elderly 
therapy, according to social 
worker Eileen Lawson.  

Addison County Home 
Health and Hospice also 
offers a wide-range of 
services for those with 
Alzheimer’s and other 
dementias as well as their 
caregivers, including small 
tasks like laundry and help 
with medicine in order to 
help people stay at home 
longer, said Deborah Wesley, 

the organization’s chief executive officer. 
Hardy also emphasized the importance 

of personal stories in enacting change. 
Smith and her daughter testified twice at 
the Vermont statehouse, went to D.C. to 
talk to the federal delegation and have 
done several media interviews. Polyte 
hopes to build more advocates through 
events like this one. 
A SERIES OF LOSSES

Although Smith supports the goal of 

working toward a cure for Alzheimer’s, 
she knows it will not happen in her 
lifetime. She hopes, instead for more 
discussion around the disease, and actions 
that can be taken to make living with it 
easier. 

Smith described Alzheimer’s as a series 
of losses. She stopped working, can’t 
follow the plots of books and television, 
doesn’t cook alone and is phasing out of 
driving. 

“Bad days are bad. Bad days, it’s hard 
to feel like I have purpose. That’s the 
difference. Some days I can remember 
that I still have important things to do, and 
bad days I go, ‘yeah, really?’” 

She fills her days gardening and 
spending time with family, as well as 
making flower pins in the Alzheimer’s 
colors, which were sold at the event. 

At the end of the meeting, members 
wrote sticky notes on the board in answer 
to a few of the guiding questions. 

One meeting participant, whose 
70-year-old brother recently showed 
signs of dementia after sustaining a brain 
injury, was curious about preventative 
measures such as nutrition. 

Most common among the notes were 
calls for increased funding and care for 
caregivers, and some said they had more 
questions about dealing with this than 
answers. 

For the 24/7 Alzheimer’s Helpline, call 
1-800-272-3900. 

“And by 
that point 

(an Alzheimer’s 
diagnosis) 
was a relief, 
weirdly, 
because it had 
been years of 
me saying, ‘No, 
something’s 
wrong.’”

— Pamela Smith
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Senior Members

Get 5% Off
Every Tuesday & Thursday!

Membership is just $20/year

Exercise 
pool

CURTIS BORDEN, 
68, of Weybridge helps 
keep fit and trim in the 
pool at the Vermont Sun 
health club last week, 
taking part in an aqua 
aerobics class designed 
for seniors. The class, 
led by Terrie Davis at 
the Middlebury facility, 
is held three times week 
and attracts almost as 
many men as women.

Independent photos/
Steve James

Starting at
$15/hour!

Join Our Team! 
Become a Caregiver Today!

173 Court Street Middlebury, Vt. 05753
athomeseniors.net  |  802.388.7555  |  info@athomeseniors.net

Our caregivers are professionals in their field. They have the compelling gift of serving, 
communicating, and giving unconditionally. At Home Senior Care recognizes and honors 

our dedicated, front-line professionals caring for the most vulnerable in their homes.

APPLY TODAY!
Call 802-388-7555 or Apply online at www.athomescvt.clearcareonline.com/apply

Members of our caregiving team enjoy the following benefits:
•  Competitive wages with less stress
•  Health Insurance for Eligible Employees
•  Full-time, part-time, temporary and per  
    diem opportunities to fit your schedule
•  Paid Training & Orientation

•  Career Ladder opportunities within the company
•  Sense of fulfillment knowing you made a
    difference
•  Safe environment with COVID protocols/
    education in place for caregiver and clients
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Peter Conlon
Owner

Vermont Move Management
RELOCATION, DOWNSIZING AND ESTATE SPECIALISTS

Member of the National Association
of Senior Move Managers

•  Develop overall move plan
•  Professional packing and unpacking
•  Arrange profitable disposal of unwanted items
•  Home inventories for insurance and estate needs

802-349-7247 
peter@vtmovemanagement.com • www.vtmovemanagement.com

Expert 
 Affordable

Compassionate 
•

Free initial consultation

Our Services:

Ladies doubles
PLAYERS OF A certain age 

like (left to right above) Mary 
O’Shea of Weybridge, Pat Spiegel 
of Ferrisburgh, Rene Saenger 
of Shoreham and Peggy Cox of 
Salisbury meet regularly for matches 
at Middlebury Indoor Tennis. The 
Middlebury facility offers seniors 
discounted rates on Tuesday and 
Thursday afternoons.

Independent photos/Steve James
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Planning for your funeral, 
The smart thing to do…

Many people are planning for their funeral in advance in a sincere
effort to ease the stress loved ones will face at an emotional time. 

It takes only a little time and can be handled
in the privacy of your home or at 

Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral Home

Only On-Site Crematory in Addison County
Staying Local Means Your Loved One Never Leaves Home…

Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral Home
Locally Owned and Operated

117 South Main St., Middlebury  •  388-2311

Our nurse Ann Gibbons provides caring
support to elders and families.

Worried about an older loved one?
We have the help you need.

Your Partner in Eldercare

Elderly Services
Supporting Elders and Families since 1981

112 Exchange St., Midd., Vt.  |  802-388-3983  |  www.elderlyservices.org

drivers are 65 or older. That’s the third-
highest percentage in the country — 
even higher than Florida’s. 

Almost 6% of Vermont drivers are 80 
or older. I know several people in that 
age group who safely drive themselves 
every day. But the truth is 
people age differently. One 
octogenarian could be a safe 
driver, and another could be 
a hazard. 

In Vermont, we do not 
have mandatory vision 
tests or driving exams 
for older people to retain 
their licenses. Sen. Mark 
MacDonald of Orange 
County has introduced a bill 
(S.276) that would require Vermonters 
age 75 or older to pass a vision and road 
test to renew their driver’s license. (The 
bill didn’t get out of committee before 
the end of the session.)

While taking a vision and road 
test would no doubt be inconvenient 
for elderly drivers, to me it seems 
reasonable to protect public safety. With 
so many elderly drivers on our roads, 
we need a way to determine which are 
good to go, and which should no longer 
be at the wheel. 
NECESSARY CONVERSATION

Whether you think mandatory tests 
are a good idea or not, if you have an 

elderly parent or other relative who’s 
on the road, please talk with them about 
their driving. Are they still safe, or 
should they give up their keys? Is there 
an interim step they can take, such as 
getting an eye exam or having a doctor 
review and adjust their medications? 

Should their driving be 
restricted in some way? 

To help you have that 
conversation, the Vermont 
Department of Motor 
Vehicles lists the warning 
signs of unsafe driving on its 
website at dmv.vermont.gov/
licenses/mature-drivers.

If there is any doubt in 
your mind or your parent’s 
about their ability to drive 

safely, please consider contacting 
the Department of Motor Vehicles to 
request a driver reexamination. There is 
information about how to do that on the 
department’s website. 

Driving is a privilege many older 
people want to hold on to for as long as 
possible to retain their independence. As 
their children, it’s up to us to carefully 
monitor how they’re doing and be ready 
to take action, if necessary, to prevent a 
tragedy.

Editor’s note: This commentary ran 
on VTDigger.org in April.

Driving
(Continued from Page 15)

Almost 
6% of 

Vermont 
drivers are 
age 80 or 
older.

Changing patterns
(Continued from Page 12)

and chats, but also they’ve become more 
technologically savvy, in terms of zooming 
and learning to navigate telehealth. Elderly 
Services works with seniors to help make 
telehealth appointments, which Corbett 
says, “has worked better than anyone 
imagined.” 

Corbett said she is elated 
about Medicare’s covering 
of the payment of telehealth, 
which has undoubtedly 
benefited seniors. 

While some of the change 
for everyday senior patterns 
revolving around COVID 
has been for the better, some 
fears and anxieties remain.

“Lois has been very careful 
when she goes shopping,” 
her husband said. “It’s 
concerning, but we’re very 
lucky.” Despite rules and 
restrictions becoming more lax lately, Lois 
and Max remain cautious and do the best 
they can to prevent COVID contraction.

On the subject, Corbett said that seniors 
are still uneasy, as they should be, about 
being indoors in larger crowds. 

“Some say they will always wear a 
mask when out shopping. Many have had 
to become more technology savvy and say 
they will continue to use Facetime, Zoom, 
Instagram,” she said. 

But as people find ways to live with the 

pandemic, many seniors are finding ways to 
do things like visit family members. 

“We’re now able to travel and can have 
grandchildren come to visit. We’ve been to 
California when COVID let up a year ago,” 
Max said. 

Max Kraus takes a balanced view on the 
pandemic.

“I think everybody has 
pulled together, there’s a very 
strong feeling of cooperation 
and support,” he said. “But it 
has still been hard. I’m sure 
there are some people who 
are still afraid …. And, of 
course, there are people who 
have health issues that impact 
how seriously they should 
look at contact with other 
people.”

Even though vaccines have 
provided some protection 
against the most severe 

infection of COVID, family visits and travel 
have resumed somewhat. But many older 
people continue to limit social contact and 
avoid crowded events. Some things may 
never return to normal.

“It will always be normal now to see 
some people wearing face masks in public. 
It will be normal to see everyone wearing 
masks in health care/medical settings,” said 
Corbett. “And, for some families, it will be 
normal to all do rapid virus tests before and 
after a family visit.”

“I think 
everybody 

has pulled 
together, 
there’s a very 
strong feeling 
of cooperation 
and support.”

— Max Kraus
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34 MAIN ST., SUITE 1
VERGENNES, VT 05491

(802) 870-7170

Home
Audiology

Services, P.C.

We sell and service ALL
makes and models of hearing aids

Let us help you on your journey to Better Hearing

If you are told your insurance
doesn’t cover hearing aids

If you have health insurance,
you may have hearing aid benefits

PAYING MOREPAYING MORE
FOR HEARING AIDS.FOR HEARING AIDS.
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TourterelleVermont.com | 802.453.6309 | 3629 Ethan Allen Highway, New Haven

Specializing in Weddings in Every SeasonSpecializing in Weddings in Every Season

Stunning Views
Local Food
Vermont Charm
Rustic Elegance
Endless Memories

EVERY TUESDAY

Vermont 

wagyu 

beef

Reservations recommended

Yes! We are now open
on Tuesdays, starting July 12th

$12 BURGER NIGHT  |  5:30-8pm
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ACROSS
 1. Ancient Greek 
sophist
 5. Genus of insects
11. Culinary herb
12. Neutralizing 
antibody
16. Plan
17. Pa’s partner
18. A city in S Louisiana
19. TNT sportscaster
24. Atomic #25 (abbr.)
25. Well-known bug
26. Body parts
27. Monetary unit of 
Albania
28. Kids’ play things
29. Coastal city in 
Malaysia
30. Famed French 
physician
31. Flourishing

33. Excessively 
overweight
34. Pampered
38. Emerged
39. Order of tailless 
amphibians
40. Indian term of 
respect
43. Shift sails (Brit.)
44. Beloved Mexican 
dish
45. Scottish tax
49. Health insurance
50. Monetary unit of 
Samoa
51. Move about
53. Execute or perform
54. Taste property
56. Unit of dry measure
58. Blood group
59. Something you can 
up

60. In great need
63. Breezes through
64. Spoke
65. Become 
acquainted with

DOWN
 1. A particular part
 2. Spanish 
neighborhood
 3. Business
 4. Reddish browns
 5. Extinct Hawaiian 
bird
 6. Disney town
 7. Part of the Bible 
(abbr.)
 8. Atomic #22 (abbr.)
 9. The distinctive spirit 
of a people or an era
10. In a moment
13. Monetary unit of 

Sudoku
Each Sudoku puzzle 
consists of a 9x9 
grid that has been 
subdivided into nine 
smaller grids of 3x3 
squares. To solve 
the puzzle each row, 
column and box must 
contain each of the 
numbers 1 to 9. Puzzles 
come in three grades: 
easy, medium and 
diffi  cult. 

Level: Medium

This week’s puzzle solutions can be found on Page 25.

Vietnam
14. Submerge in a 
liquid
15. Yellowish cotton 
cloth
20. -__, denotes past
21. Hoopster Morant
22. Not
23. Indian title of 
respect
27. Horsley and Marvin 
are two
29. One thousandth of 
a liter (abbr.)
30. Hoover’s 
organization

31. Round globular 
seed
32. University offi  cial
33. Spherical body
34. Iraq’s capital
35. To any further 
extent
36. Swollen lymph 
node
37. Anger
38. Technological 
marvel
40. Peruvian district
41. Salt of acetic acid
42. What Santa says
44. Israeli city __ Aviv

45. Late Heisman 
winner
46. Reveal the 
presence of
47. Long upholstered 
seat
48. Most wily
50. Sword
51. Respiratory disease
52. The Ocean State
54. Fleshy watery fruit
55. Lying down
57. Superheavy metal
61. The ancient 
Egyptian sun god
62. Indicates position

52 Main St
Middlebury, VT 05753
(802) 989-7225

Wednesday - Friday, 11am-5:30pm
Saturday, 10am-5pm 
New hours coming soon!

info@sparrowartsupply.com
sparrowartsupply.com
@sparrowartsupply

FREE OPENING RECEPTION: JULY 12, 4PM - 7PM
Learn more about the show at sparrowartsupply.com 

The Ordinary and The Extraordinary
Exploring the contrast between the everyday and the out of this world

Featuring artwork by over 30 local artists spanning all mediums

JOIN US TO CELEBRATE OUR

New Art Exhibit!

s p o n s o r e d  byPuzzlesPuzzles
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PETS IN NEED
HOMEWARD BOUND
Addison County’s Humane Society

Call or check our website.
We may have a pet for you.

802-388-1100 | HomewardBoundAnimals.org
236 Boardman Street | Middlebury, VT

Bella is a 2-year-old combination of 
sugar and spice. She craves affection 
but doesn’t quite know how to ask 
for it nicely. While she is becoming 
accustomed to a new environment, 
she is definitely more spicy. She will 
scratch and/or bite and needs space 
and time to decompress. Once she 
is comfortable she is completely 
different and wants all the lovin’ (with 
a pinch of spice occasionally). Bella 
loooves to play and a variety of toys 
will keep her occupied and happy. Because of her spicy side, she would need 
to be the only pet in the home and would need a slow introduction.

This handsome Critter is 8 months 
old. He loves to cuddle and show off 
his fluffy tail. Critter loves to play and, 
true to nature, he enjoys lounging on 
the enclosed cat porch and watching 
the birds. He gets along with other 
cats.

Jack is a hefty 10-year-old guy who 
is in love with his stuffed rabbit. He 
has had it since he was a kitten and 
it has become his surrogate mother. 
He also loves people and enjoys 
attention and affection. Jack has had 
one eye removed due to glaucoma 
and has fully recovered. He is also 
diabetic and requires twice-a-day 
insulin injections and a special diet. 
Jack is playful at night when we aren’t looking and he loves to roll on his back 
with some catnip. Jack enjoys attention and head rubs. He might do okay in 
a home with another mellow older cat. Jack is considered a special needs pet 
and his adoption fee is on a donation basis.

Kay-Dub is a playful and affectionate 5-year-old 
chow-hound. He is diabetic and Kay-Dub is on a 
special diet to regulate his sugar levels. He loves 
to explore all of his surroundings but would like 
to be the only pet in the home.

Aster is a 3-year-old, 52-pound terrier mix. She 
is high-energy and would make a fantastic hiking/
walking buddy! Exercise is key for her. She is 
human affectionate and dog friendly, but she 
reacts negatively to cats. Older kids would be 
fine. Aster walks well on the leash, loves to sniff 
around, and is a huge fan of snuggle time!

Skippy is STILL waiting. As a reminder, 
he is a 2-year-old hound mix. He pulls 
hard on the leash when first starting out 
on his walks because he is so excited 
to be going and doing. He needs a 
strong person for walks or a fenced-in 
yard where he can bounce off some 
of his energy. Continued leash training 
would be beneficial. Skippy has a strong 
prey drive for cats and birds and does 
well with other socialized dogs. Kids 
in his family should be 10 or over and 
respectful of his food space. He loves to 

get belly rubs and have long play sessions. He is still a young dog and needs 
as much exercise and play as someone is willing to do with him.  

Proud to help you provide quality care for all of your pets,
we know your animal companions are a central part of your life! 

PET FOOD
Quality Brands Including:

ASK ABOUT OURPet Food ClubEarn rewards for your purchases!

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
338 Exchange Street, Middlebury

388-4937 • www.MiddleburyAgway.com
Mon - Fri 8-6 • Sat 8-5 • Sundays 9-4

Open 
7 days

Join our email list
 for preferred

customer savings!

TOYS &
TREATS

SELF SERVEAccessories
 & Grooming 

Supplies
Leashes • Harnesses 
Collars • Clothing 

Food Dishes 
Storage Bins 

 Beds & Baskets
Brushes, shampoos, skin treatment, ointments to keep your

pets’ coats healthy and problem free!
Kennels, Dog Houses & Carrying Cases
Come in and check the variety we have in stock!

   Large & Small Animal Products
    • Feed • Supplements • Training & Grooming Supplies
    • Cages, Foods, Treats & Bedding 
    • Bird food, toys and cages
    • Basics for fish, too!

Everything you need for pet support!

Feeders,
 Seed & Suet, 

Houses & 
Accessories.

Wild Bird 
Supplies

YOUR YARD, GARDEN AND PET PLACE™   •  www.middleburyagway.com

Think of Agway when you think of your pets!

Nebizun (or 
Nebizon) 
is the 
Abenaki 
word for 
medicine. 
Work by 
Abenaki 

artists together with photographs and 
commentaries illustrate the dynamic 
relationship between the people and water 
in the Abenaki homeland, past and present. 
This exhibit will be on view through mid-
October.

MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE 
MUSEUM OF ART
72 Porter Field Road, Middlebury.
Visit museum.middlebury.edu/exhibitions 
or call 802-443-5007 to make your free 
reservations.

“Contemporary to 
Classical: Highlights 
from the New Collection 
Handbook,” featuring more 
than 40 works from the 
museum’s new permanent 
collection handbook. On 
view Jan. 28-Aug. 7.

“Into the Screen: Digital 
Art from teamLab.” This 
exhibition highlights a 
singular immersive digital 
experience by teamLab 
and the traditional 17th- to 
20th-century screens and 
prints that inspired it. On 
view Jan. 28-Aug. 7.

NORTHERN 
DAUGHTERS FINE 
ART GALLERY
221 Main Street, Vergennes.
Visit northerndaughters.com 

or call 802-877-2173 for more info.

“In Relation” a solo exhibit of new work 
from Rose Umerlik. Five large pieces make 
up this body of work, including two 72-
inch diptychs, whose compositions seem 
to embody the experience of working 
towards connection across space. On view 
through July 31.

SPARROW ART SUPPLY
52 Main Street, Middlebury. 
Visit sparrowartsupply.com for more info. 

“Sense of Relief,” a new group exhibit 
celebrates the art of relief printing. In this 
show you’ll fi nd 2D prints, book arts, mixed 
media, and more. With work by over 20 
artists, this show spans all subject matters 
unifi ed by this incredible printing process. 
The exhibit will run from May 13-July 10.

EXHIBITS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

Send us your pet!
news@addisonindependent.com

Pet of the 
WEEK
Pet of the 
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This contemporary home off ers beautiful views to the west, and while sitting up on 
the ledges you’ll take in nature from a variety of vantage points. The main fl oor has an 
open concept living and dining room with a fi eld stone fi replace and hardwood fl oors. 
The custom kitchen has a generous island with informal seating, Sub Zero refrigerator 
and granite countertops. An abundance of windows grace the home with natural 
light. The primary bedroom has a cathedral ceiling, two closets, and a large bath with 
separate tub and shower. A ladder style stair takes you up to the cupola offi  ce space. 
A two car garage was added in 2012, with storage above and a spacious mudroom 

including additional storage, laundry and closet space. 
The large, unfi nished basement could become a rec 
room, fi tness space or additional living space. Privacy, 
proximity to town and views are all waiting for you at 
this handsome property!

99 LEDGEMONT LANE, CORNWALL

A LOOK INSIDE ADDISON COUNTY HOMES FOR SALE

Contemporary home with beautiful views

$895,000

This week’s property is managed by IPJ Real Estate. 
More info at middvermontrealestate.com.
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WALLACE REALTY
48 Mountain Terrace

Bristol, VT 05443
PH 802-453-4670 • FAX 802-453-5898

Visit our websites at:
www.wallacere.com

www.greenbuiltvermont.com

Please call Kelly, Claire, or Tom

EQUAL 
HOUSING  
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 as amended 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons receiving 
public assistance, or an intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will not  knowingly 
accept any advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of discrimination, call 
HUD Toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.

Kerry D. Mazzariello | V.P., Sr. Community Lender | NMLS #216188

Email Christy to fi nd out how. Christy@addisonindependent.com
Add your piece! Add your piece! Be the next sponsor of the puzzle page.

s o l u t i o n s July 7, 2022

Puzzle
Christy@addisonindependent.com

Be the next sponsor of the puzzle page.

July 7, 2022

PuzzlePuzzle

estate
real

Let our real estate section do the work, so you can 
get back to enjoying summertime in Vermont. 

Give us a call and we’ll help you connect with 
Addison County homebuyers, sellers & professionals.

ads@addisonindependent.com
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ipjrealestate.com
34 Main Street, downtown Middlebury

info@ipjrealestate.com  |  802.388.4242

BRANDON  NEW LISTING!
19 GARDEN LANE
MLS #4917758 | $132,000
2 BD | 1 BA | 924 SF | 0.34 ACRES

This cozy and adorable two 
bedroom home will make you feel 
right at home the second you step 
in. Living area has a little wood 
stove that provides enough heat to 
keep the house warm throughout 
the winter. Open kitchen and 
dining area. Little deck overlooking 
the cutest of backyards. Beautifully 
landscaped with akoi pond 
and chicken coop, also great 
gardening spot to provide veggies 
all summer long. Within minutes to 
Lake Dunmore, Brandon and a 20 
minute drive to Middlebury.

MIDDLEBURY  NEW LISTING!
85 COURT STREET
MULTI-FAMILY
MLS #4918837 | $290,000
5 BD | 2 BA | 1830 SF | 0.31 ACRES

Join the real estate trend and invest 
in a two unit residential property 
right in Middlebury! Close proximity 
to shopping, schools, trails (biking, 
hiking, walking) and so much more. 
Easy access on a main road makes 
this location ideal for its occupants 
to be able to get to work/school 
anytime of the year. Formerly 
home to an insurance business, 
the property was converted to a 
duplex around 2011 and has been 
rented ever since. There is plenty of 
parking behind the building and a 
grassy lawn to the north with room 
for a garden. Both leases are due to 
expire at the end of July.

  B
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! LEICESTER
1715 HOOKER ROAD
MLS #4910116 | $544,000
3BD | 2BA | 2340 SF | 0.60 AC

Year-round on Lake Dunmore! 
Shared beachfront, beautiful stone 
patio, cathedral ceilings and large 
loft area—home was the chapel for 
the boys Camp Brebeuf with many 
charming details still remaining.

CALENDAR
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

p.m., on the green. Head to 
the town green for al fresco 
dining and bar. Stay for the 
live music from 6-8 p.m.

BRUCE MOLSKY IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Monday, 
July 11, 7 p.m., on the 

town green. Bruce Molsky is one of the most revered “multi-
hyphenated career” ambassadors for America’s old-time 
mountain music. Free. More info at festivalonthegreen.org.

RANI ARBO & DAISY MAYHEM IN MIDDLEBURY. Monday, 
July 11, 8:30 p.m., on the town green. This Americana quartet 
delivers wit, camaraderie, and pure musicality to renew the 
human spirit. Free. More info at festivalonthegreen.org.

TUESDAY, JULY 12
MIMEALOT IN MIDDLEBURY. Tuesday, July 12, noon, on the 
town green. Chris Yerlig first joined Festival on-the-Green 
in 2019. Chris has performed all over the world since his 
European beginnings in France, Spain and England. Free. 
More info at festivalonthegreen.org.

VERMONT FOLKLIFE CENTER TRADITIONAL ARTS 
SHOWCASE IN MIDDLEBURY. Tuesday, July 12, 7 p.m., on the 
town green. A showcase highlighting Vermont performers 
who have been involved with the Vermont Folklife Center’s 
Traditional Arts Apprenticeship Program over the years. 
The evening’s concert will feature Pete Sutherland from 
Burlington, Migmar Tsering from Tibet and Shyam Nepali from 
Nepal. Free. More info at festivalonthegreen.org.

É.T.É. IN MIDDLEBURY. Tuesday, July 12, 8:30 p.m., on the 
town green. The word été in French means summer — a 
fitting tribute to how this band’s original, lively take on Québec 
traditional music, infused with a new vitality. Free. More info at 
festivalonthegreen.org.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 13
NO STRINGS MARIONETTE COMPANY PRESENTS: “BULLY! 
For the Three Big Pigs” in Middlebury. Wednesday, July 13, 
noon, on the town green.  In No Strings Marionette Company’s 
version of the classic tale a prolific painter, a sensational 
singer, and an industrious architect are faced with the non-
stop taunting of a puffed-up bully. 

“FROM SKIFFS TO SAIL FERRIES: THE STORY OF VERMONT’S 
SMALL BOAT TRADITIONS” IN MIDDLEBURY. Wednesday, 
July 13, 6 p.m., Community Room, Ilsley Public Library, 75 
Main St. In this slide presentation, Douglas Brooks shares his 
research on the traditions of small boat building in Vermont, 
and his work in recreating some of these historic vessels.

THE SILVERBACKS IN BRANDON. Wednesday, July 13, 7 
p.m., behind the Brandon Inn. The silverbacks bring blues and 
classics to the lawn behind Brandon Inn as part of Brandon’s 
free summer concert series. Bring a chair or a blanket.

RADIO FREE HONDURAS IN MIDDLEBURY. Wednesday, 
July 13, 7 p.m., on the town green. Radio Free Honduras is a 
diverse collective of Chicago musicians, all united under one 
goal — supporting the artistry of Charlie Baran and bringing 
this tremendous talent into the spotlight where it belongs. A 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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32 Merchants Row, Middlebury, VT  •  802-388-9836  •  www.vtregroup.com
Your Forever Realtors, Building Relationships One Home at a Time!

BRANDON, VT MLS#4909427 $299,000
Two updated units. One unit is a 2 BDR, 2 BA apartment with first floor open living 
space. The second unit has commercial space within the living space and includes a 
kitchen/living space and a half bath on the first floor. The upstairs has a 1 BDR, 1 BA, 
and a wraparound loft overlooking the commercial space.

BRANDON, VT MLS#4911278 $749,900
Contemporary 3 BDR, 2 BA on 111 acres. Features include 10-foot ceilings, ash 
flooring, engineered stone countertops, maple cabinets, a large deck made of Brazilian 
Hardwood, and solar panels with a bank of batteries. Two garage bays and large work 
areas, plus another garage building with an accessory dwelling unit above.

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Vermont Realty Group 

MIDDLEBURY, VT MLS#4916092 $595,000
Multi functional Middlebury residential and office building in exceptional condition. 
Two apartments and 5 offices fully rented plus a common reception area and a 
conference room for all tenants use. Recent improvements include new shingle roof, 
new gas furnace, heaters in apartments, change over to natural gas, and more!

MIDDLEBURY, VT MLS#4917165 $470,000
3 BDR, 2BA home in one of the most desirable neighborhoods in the heart of 
Middlebury. Features include: new mudroom, family room with doors that open 
to a deck, expansive back yard, granite countertops. Walk, roll, or ride to schools, 
restaurants, shopping, library, theaters and the Trail Around Middlebury.

NEWNEW
LISTINGLISTING

NEWNEW
PRICEPRICE

NEWNEW
PRICEPRICE

BENSON, VT MLS#4893336  $239,000
This beautiful 20-acre parcel has deeded Lake Champlain access! Wastewater
permit for a three-bedroom house is in place. Plenty of privacy, plenty of deer
and wildlife, and plenty of fresh water. Cut a few trees and you’ll have a view to the 
north of Lake Champlain and New York State. 

BENSON, VT MLS#4890811  $749,000
Glamorous 3BD, 3BA house with horse run-in and nearly 70 acres on 500’ of Lake
Champlain shoreline! 4000 SF home includes in-law apartment, wraparound porch,
and easy one-level living. Great property for hunting, fishing, hiking, birding, and
watching wildlife.

Don’t forget Festival on the Green
Sunday 7/10 - Saturday 7/16!

UNDER UNDER 
CONTRACTCONTRACT

NEWNEW
PRICEPRICE

NEWNEW
PRICEPRICE

BSCRIBES
THE ADDISON INDEPENDENT WE NEED U

Annual subscription for just $50.
addisonindependent.com

large, revolving collective of some of Chicago’s most talented 
musicians; lively percussion, eclectic instrumentation, rich 
harmonies and Charlie’s stunning guitar work. Free. More info 
at festivalonthegreen.org.

SILVER LAKE PRESENTATION IN SALISBURY. Wednesday, July 
13, 7 p.m., Salisbury Congregational Church, 853 Maple St. The 
Salisbury Historical Society presents a pictorial and narrative 
of Leicester’s Silver Lake. Bill Powers shares 180+ pictures and 
illustrations he has gathered over the past 25 years. 

THURSDAY, JULY 14
JON GAILMOR IN MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, July 14, noon, on 
the green. A Festival on-the-Green favorite. Free. More info at 
festivalonthegreen.org.

REGGIE HARRIS IN MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, July 14, 7 p.m., 
on the town green. Reggie Harris is a musician, storyteller and 
educator who has been a vibrant force in musical, educational 
and historical circles for over 35 years. Free. More info at 
festivalonthegreen.org.

MOVIES IN THE PARK AFTER DARK IN BRISTOL. Thursday, 
July 14, dusk, town green. “Star Wars: The Force Awakens,” 
with guest appearances from the 501st Legion. Free and open 
to the public. 

DAMN TALL BUILDINGS IN MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, July 14, 
8:30 p.m., on the town green. While  Bluegrass at heart, this 
band pulls from a wide range of infl uences including swing, 
ragtime, jazz, and even a hint of contemporary perspective. 
Free. More info at festivalonthegreen.org.
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Follow us on IG @thtmidd and FB @townhalltheatervt.

We would like to sincerely thank Deppman Law PLC  and Smith & McCLain for their support this season!Sponsored by

Tickets: townhalltheater.org   •   802-382-9222   •   68 S Pleasant St, Middlebury, VT 05753

YOUNG COMPANY MUSICAL:
OLIVER! JR.

UPCOMING EVENTS AT THT

What started as a 3 week summer camp at 

Town Hall Theater, will culminate in three live 

performances of The Broadway Junior version 

of Lionel Bart’s musical Oliver! Based on Charles 

Dickens’ novel, Oliver Twist, this award-winning 

musical springs to life with some of the most 

memorable characters and songs to ever grace 

the stage. Oliver! JR. is full of classic songs like 

“Consider Yourself,” “Food Glorious Food,” and “Oom-

Pah-Pah,” and perfectly showcases the talents of a 

large ensemble cast. A company of 27 young actors 

bring the show to vivid life under the direction of 

Douglas Anderson.  Choreography by Elisa Van 

Duyne, musical direction by Tevan Goldberg.

Tickets on Sale Now!
July 22 at 7:00 pm
July 23 at 2:00 pm
July 24 at 2:00 pm

$15 for adults
$12 for children 12 and under

Check out the rest of our summer camps!

World Music & Wine
at Lincoln Peak

Featuring music

from Mukana

Friday, July 8 @ 6pm

But Why?
Live with Jane Lindholm

Sunday, July 10 @ 11am

Point CounterPoint
at Town Hall Theater

Friday, July 29 @ 7:30pm

Martin Eden
Presented by Jay Craven

Sunday, July 31 @ 7pm
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