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Arts + Leisure
Vt. Choral Lab in Bristol shows 
how singing as a group just feels 
good. Read Arts + Leisure.

By the wayBy the way

It’s a wrap!
Specific moments made this past 
spring’s high school sports season 
special. See Page 1B.

Know how
Northlands Jobs Corps has pulled 
through the pandemic and is 
poised for growth. See Page 10A.

Sheriff charged in 
sex assault case

‘The House’ provides a home far away from home

Study group backs
Mt. Abe/ANW merger

Bristol native lured back 
to the Green Mountains

Big housing 
project in 
Middlebury 
taking shape

Ilsley Library 
makeover 
gains some 
momentum

Newton rebuffs calls for him to resign

Mount Abe grad bucking the trend

Doors open to international students

(See Newton, Page 8A)

(See Merger, Page 13A)

(See Dickerson, Page 16A)

(See The House, Page 15A)

(See Ilsley, Page 12A)

(See Housing, Page 12A)

“We met one 
student at 
first, then 
two and 
before we 
knew it, we 
were hosting 
25 students 
for dinner.”
— Tim Franklin

Diana Herasim, the Ukrainian 
teenager who just completed a 
year as an exchange student at 
Middlebury Union High School, 
on Friday will talk on WBTV 
radio about her experience here 
and news she has from her home 
country. You can listen to the 
conversation from 10:10 to 10:50 
a.m. at 99.3 FM on the radio or 
live streamed online at 993wbtv.
org. We also hear that, given the 
ongoing war in her homeland, 
Diana will be attending MUHS 
again this coming school year.

 
 Middlebury Regional EMS is 

launching its annual membership 
drive for fiscal year 2023, 
a program that will provide 

By WILLIAM REED
MONKTON — Thomas 

Dickerson just might be at the 
frontline of a trend reversing the 
all-too-familiar trend of young 
people growing up in Vermont 
then leaving for greener pastures 
elsewhere. 

The graduate of Mount Abraham 
Union High School (2009) and 
Saint Michael’s College left 
for graduate school at Brown 
University in Rhode Island, then 
co-founded the tech start-up 
Geopipe in New York City.

By SHAYIQ SHAH
MIDDLEBURY — 

Middlebury residents Annette 
and Tim Franklin challenge the 
maxim that there is no place like 
home. 

Their non-profit, called “The 
House,” provides a homey 
space for Middlebury College’s 
international students and students 
from other underrepresented 
communities.

Angela Izi, a 
Middlebury student 
from Rwanda, has 
been dropping in at 
The House, which is 
tucked into a lot off 
Route 7 North below 
Chipman Hill, since 
last summer. 

“I have been 
dreaming of a place 
like this and now I 
know that it is real,” 
Izi said. 

The Franklins host all kinds 
of activities from dinners to card 
playing to so much more.

The House was registered 
as a nonprofit in 2018, but the 
Franklins have been supporting 
students far from home since long 
before that. Tim remembered, 
“We started interacting with 
students in 2011. Our first 
connection with international 
students was meeting students 
from Ethiopia that spoke Amharic 

just like our son.”
This first interaction snowballed 

into a greater community.
“We met one student at first, 

then two and before we knew it, 
we were hosting 25 students for 
dinner,” Tim recalled. 

With the forming of such a 
community, there were certain 
factors affecting the lives of 
international students that 

became evident to Tim 
and Annette. 

“We quickly realized 
that international 
students had unique 
needs and challenges, 
some of which could 
not be met by support 
systems provided to 
them at college. We 
wanted to fill that gap,” 
Annette said.

This realization 
drove them to nurture 
a grander and nobler 

vision: “A home away from home 
for international students and 
other students of color,” as Tim 
described it.

What steps did they take to 
fulfill this vision? 

“Explaining what we do here 
is never easy for me,” Annette 
said. “We try and fulfill all needs 
of international students. This 
means our activities look very 
different — from hosting dinners, 
driving students to the airport, 

MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE STUDENTS from around the world mingle and enjoy a delicious meal 
together at The House, a sanctuary of sorts created by Tim and Annette Franklin. Annette prepares 
dishes from all over the world to give her students the taste of home. In the true spirit of a community, 
students aid in cooking the meals and cleaning at every event at The House.

Photo credit: Tim Frankin 

hosting them during times of 
distress, hosting parents during 
graduation, storing luggage over 
the summer, hosting game nights 
to helping with driving permits, 
insurance, grocery shopping and 
much more.”

The Franklins’ efforts to provide 
a supportive and collaborative 

environment for international 
students had been hampered by the 
distance between the Middlebury 
College campus and their former 
house in Bridport. In pursuit of 
“greater, deeper, and more natural 
relationships with students,” they 
bought a house in Middlebury 
a few years after getting started 

and moved from Bridport to fully 
realize their vision.

“We were thoughtful about 
filling the house with colors and 
art to make it feel like home for 
people from all over the world,” 
Annette said on their decision 
to move houses. They wanted a 

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — An overflow 

crowd of more than 50 people 
flooded the Middlebury municipal 
building conference room on 
Monday evening to hear details 
— and provide feedback on — a 
plan to build more than 88 units 
of “mixed-income” housing on 35 
acres of land off Seminary Street 
Extension recently acquired by 
Middlebury College.

Attendees listened intently 
as representatives of South 
Burlington-based Summit 
Properties mapped out their 
priorities for the development and 
a timetable they hope will lead to 
a summer 2023 groundbreaking. 
Summit Properties CEO Tom 

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — A team 

working on major upgrades to 
Middlebury’s Ilsley Library 
continues to meet, gather information 
and root out potential funding sources 
in hopes of potentially presenting the 
community with a bond request in 
Nov. 2024.

Joe McVeigh, president of the 
Ilsley Board of Trustees, and 
Library Director Dana Hart gave the 
Middlebury selectboard an update 
on Tuesday on efforts to map out 
a renovation and expansion plan 
for the community’s information 

By MARIN HOWELL 
BRISTOL/VERGENNES — 

The committee that has been 
studying the possibility of merging 
the Bristol-area Mount Abraham 
Unified School District and 
Vergennes-area Addison Northwest 
School District has decided that, 
yes, those two districts should 
become one.

Members of the MAUSD/
ANWSD Merger Study Committee 
on June 21 voted 10-1 in favor 
of the merger and decided on a 
working legal name for this merged 
district of Addison North Unified 
Union School District. 

Committee members quickly 
agreed on the name that 

By JOHN FLOWERS
M I D D L E B U R Y 

— Addison County 
Sheriff Peter Newton 
on Tuesday pleaded 
not guilty in Vermont 
Superior Court 
in Burlington to 
two felony sexual 
assault charges, 
following a months-
long investigation 
into allegations of 
abuse reported by a 
woman with whom he was in a 
relationship.

While Newton’s conditions of 

release preclude him 
from engaging in law 
enforcement, Newton 
told media assembled at 
the courthouse that he 
would continue to carry 
out the administrative 
functions of sheriff. 
He’s rebuffed multiple 
calls for his resignation, 
including from Addison 
County High Bailiff 
Dave Silberman, 
who’s limited authority 

includes serving in the sheriff’s 
stead if that person is in custody.

SHERIFF PETER 
NEWTON

At it again
DIANE MOTT WAS one of about 150 people who gathered on the Middlebury green on Monday 

evening in response to the U.S. Supreme Court’s overturning of Roe v. Wade, which lifted federal 
protection of women’s rights to choose whether to have an abortion or not. The Middlebury resident, 
who has worked for the last four decades as a social worker, planted herself right out front beside 
the event’s speakers with her homemade sign.

Independent photo/Megan James
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By MARIN HOWELL
STARKSBORO — Gov. Phil 

Scott signed bill H.727 into law 
on June 7, forcing a handful of 
Addison County towns to navigate 
slight changes to the process of 
withdrawing from their existing 
school district. 

The bill essentially rewrites 16 
V.S.A Chapter 11, which governs 
school district mergers, but also 
makes significant changes to the 
withdrawal process for towns 
wanting to separate 
from a unified school 
district. 

Rep. Peter Conlon, 
D-Cornwall, said 
the bill makes these 
changes in order 
to ensure towns 
can provide all the 
educational services 
federal and state law 
require.

“The bill is designed 
to ensure that a 
withdrawing town 
has a plan for how to 
provide services to all 
students and especially 
the most vulnerable, 
like those on individual 
education plans and 
those needing special 
services,” said Conlon, 
chair of the House 
Education Committee. 

As outlined in 
section 724 of the bill, 
towns petitioning to 
withdraw from their 
current unified school 
district will now need 
to provide a plan for 
providing all supervisory union 
requirements to the Vermont State 
Board of Education (SBE) before 
the town holds a vote to withdraw. 
When Ripton and Lincoln voted 
to withdraw from their respective 
multi-town school districts, for 
example, neither town needed to 
show a plan for providing services 
before the vote was taken.

Going forward, that plan, along 
with the opinion of the SBE as to 
the viability of the new district, are 
then required to be made public 
for voters. The idea, according to 
Conlon, is that voters have all the 
information they need regarding the 
potential viability of a new district 
before they vote on withdrawal. 

“The hope is that the law increases 
accountability to the voters by 
making a withdrawal process as 
public as possible and with voters 
having as much information as 
possible before deciding on what 
is a very serious step in the future 
education of the children of a 
community,” he said. 

Prior to the bill being signed 
into law, residents of towns 
in the process of withdrawing 
expressed their concerns regarding 
how the bill would impact that 
process. Starksboro residents were 
particularly concerned about how 
the bill would affect their efforts to 
withdraw from the Mount Abraham 
Unified School District (MAUSD). 

By the time the bill being signed 
into law by Gov. Scott, Starksboro 
had voted to leave the MAUSD, but 
that vote had not been ratified by the 
other four towns in the district. 

Herb Olson, a member of the 
Starksboro Save Our Schools 
group that spearheaded the town’s 
withdrawal efforts, said that thanks 

to a push in the legislature from 
several Democratic state legislators 
— specifically Rep. Caleb Elder 
or Starksboro, Rep. Erin Brady of 
Williston and Sen. Ruth Hardy of 
Middlebury — Starksboro was able 
to get a special clause in the law that 
allows it to move forward with the 
withdrawal process as planned. 

“At the beginning, there was 
language that would have required 
Starksboro to start over,” said 
Olson, adding that Section 7 

now acknowledges 
Starksboro place in the 
withdrawal process. 
“It’s not perfect, but it 
doesn’t stop the process 
of withdrawal. If that 
section had not been 
in there, it would have 
reverted back to the new 
withdrawal section, 
which would have made 
it much more difficult to 
withdraw. We’re happy 
that our vote counted.”

The bill does 
make slight changes 
to Starksboro’s 
withdrawal process. 
The town will now have 
30 days following the 
ratification vote with 
the other MAUSD 
towns to decide when 
the State Board of 
Education reviews their 
plan for operation as a 
new district. Olson said 
this puts the town on a 
shorter timeline, but he 
is optimistic about the 
town being able to meet 
the SBE’s requirements. 

“We’re not worried,” he said. “We 
think we have good rationale, good 
facts and good support from families 
in town.”

The bill also affects Lincoln and 
Ripton, two other Addison County 
towns that recently separated from 
existing districts to form their 
own, though these impacts will be 
less direct. The town of Lincoln 
requested an expedited process of 
withdrawal from MAUSD under the 
old statutes. The SBE granted the 
town approval on their withdrawal 
efforts and as a result Lincoln’s 
withdrawal process will not be 
subject to H.727. 

Ripton has been approved for 
withdrawal from the SBE and will 
continue to move forward with the 
formation of its own district, though 
the town will need to provide the 
SBE with a detailed status report by 
July 20. 

Ripton is also offered certain 
provisions under bill H.727, those 
provisions being the option to 
extend its deadline for leaving the 
Addison Central School District and 
operating its own school to July 1, 
2024, and the ability to rejoin the 
ACSD with a simple town vote 
should residents find themselves 
unable to form an operational 
district. Starksboro will also be 
offered these provisions. 

Conlon said the bill should not 
negatively affect towns that want to 
withdraw from a unified district in 
the future; rather the bill will help 
the town’s voters moving forward. 

“The amount of work is the same, 
but the law now requires it to be 
done publicly and before a vote of 
the electorate so that voters have a 
maximum amount of information 
before casting a ballot,” Conlon said. 

H.727 changes town 
withdrawal process

By JOHN FLOWERS
RIPTON — The Ripton School 

District board recently voted 
unanimously to stick to a path that 
would make the community’s new 
preK-12 school system operational 
during the summer of 2023, rather 
than waiting until 2024.

On June 15, the board considered 

the option of extending its timeline 
for another year, as it continues to 
crunch numbers, weighs staffing 
and works with consultants to help 
map out a local public education 
system that will meet state 
standards.

Ripton and Lincoln officials 
are working together to form a 
new Mountain Supervisory Union 
that would deliver preK-grade 12 
services to children in both towns 
in a manner that would allow each 
community to keep its elementary 
school open while tuitioning their 

older children to area high schools.
Both Ripton and Lincoln are in 

the process of withdrawing from 
their respective school districts — 
Ripton from the Addison Central 
School District, and Lincoln from 
the Mount Abraham Unified School 
District. They’ve already held the 
requisite town votes necessary to 
withdraw, and Lincoln elected its 
local school board on June 21.

Meanwhile, Starksboro is also in 
the process of withdrawing from 
the MAUSD.

Ripton, Lincoln and their 

consultants are now doing a lot of 
research and planning in hopes of 
earning approval from the State 
Board of Education (SBE) for their 
proposed joint education system, 
called the Mountain Supervisory 
Union. With that in mind, SBE 
Chairman Oliver Olsen on June 15 
released a report listing the tasks 
— and timelines to accomplish 
them — for each of the Addison 
County towns that are looking to 
establish independent supervisory 
districts or unions.

Based on Olsen’s directives 
— which are influenced by the 
recently enacted Act 146 that 
updates the ground rules for school 
district mergers and dissolutions 
— Ripton must provide the SBE 
a progress report on construction 
of its school system on July 20. 
This would put the state board on 
course to issue an advisory opinion 
on Ripton’s status in August, a 
precursor to a September decision 
on Ripton and Lincoln’s bid to 
form a Mountain SU.

A September SBE decision is 

Ripton commits to leave school district in 2023
Town must prepare 
big progress report

(See Ripton, Page 3A)
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“The bill is 
designed to 
ensure that a 
withdrawing 
town has a 
plan for how 
to provide 
services to 
all students 
and especially 
the most 
vulnerable.”

— Rep.
Peter Conlon
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Trying to be heard
SOME 150 PEOPLE came out to support reproductive rights at a vigil on 

the Middlebury town green Monday evening organized by the Congregational 
churches of Middlebury and Weybridge. Right, the Rev. Caryne Eskridge of the 
Weybridge Congregational Church speaks to the crowd while the Rev. Elizabeth 
Gleich of the Congregational Church of Middlebury listens.

On Friday, June 24, the day of the Supreme Court ruling, Addison Independent 
interns Katie Futterman and William Reed interviewed Addison County community 
members and recorded some immediate reactions to the ruling in a video that can 
be see online at addisonindependent.com. 

Independent photos/Megan James
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important, as it would give Ripton 
and Lincoln offi cials either the 
confi dence to build a fi rm budget 
for the 2023-2024 academic year, 
or send a strong signal to the towns 
that they should instead consider 
rejoining their respective union 
school districts.

After reviewing Ripton’s and 
Lincoln’s progress reports, the 
SBE could prescribe the following 
steps, according to Olsen:

• Create a new supervisory 
union and assign Lincoln and 
Ripton.

• Designate Lincoln as a 
supervisory district (with Ripton as 
separate supervisory district).

• Deconstruct MAUSD (or its 
successor) into a multi-district SU 
and assign Lincoln and MAUSD as 
member districts, or assign Lincoln 

to another SU.
Olsen notes, however, that 

MAUSD is already on record as 
opposed to being deconstructed 
into a multi-district SU, and the 
state Legislature has “identifi ed the 
supervisory district confi guration 
as the preferred governance 
structure, wherever practicable.”

There are currently only two SUs 
in the region: Rutland Northeast 
and White River Valley. Such 
alliances are permitted among 
non-contiguous willing partners, 
“but Ripton and/or Lincoln would 
need to bring them to the table,” 
according to Olsen.

A majority of the state board 
has, since passage of Act 46 seven 
years ago, taken a position of 
discouraging towns from seeking 
educational independence from 
their union school districts. Olsen 

described some of the potential 
risks in his June 15 report:

• Students — particularly 
the most vulnerable — “will be 
most negatively impacted by 
any instability during and after 
these transitions, especially in the 
smallest districts.”

• There is limited time “between 
now and the start of budget season 
to analyze options and make 
critical decisions (i.e. SU creation 
and/or assignment).”

• “We are in uncharted territory 
with many unknowns relative to 
process.”

• “Signifi cant workforce 
shortage (particularly acute in key 
SPED areas) is a serious threat to 
the viability of any small system 
would need to rely on fractional 
staffi ng.”

Ripton
(Continued from Page 2A)

By SAM LIPIN
 MIDDLEBURY — Last Friday, 

June 24, a team of Addison 
Independent interns/reporters took 
to the streets of Middlebury to fi nd 
out how people were feeling about 
the Supreme Court’s ruling a day 
earlier that makes it illegal for New 
York state to require a gun owner to 
demonstrate a valid reason before 
being allowed to carry a concealed 
fi rearm. 

The ruling is expected to 
ripple throughout other states – 
including California, 
Hawaii, Maryland, 
Massachusetts and 
New Jersey — that 
have similar laws.  

The ruling struck 
down a century-old law 
in New York state that 
required gun owners 
seeking licenses for 
concealed carry to have 
a “proper cause” to do 
so. The court’s opinion 
argued that such a law 
violated the Second 
Amendment and that 
citizens should not 
need a special reason to 
bear arms for the sake 
of self-defense.

Vermont’s own laws are more 
lax, with no requirement to obtain 
either a gun license or a concealed 
carry license in order to openly and 
legally carry a gun, as long as the 
person is otherwise eligible to own 
a gun. 

Although many of those 
interviewed pointed out that there 
was a clear difference in gun culture 
between Vermont and more urban 
areas like New York City, a few 
others explained that it did not make 
them feel any safer.

While a few interviewees offered 
their names, most requested 
anonymity. 

“I think that the cultural tradition 
of Vermont makes me less 
concerned,” said Todd from New 
Jersey, who runs a summer camp 

in the area. “It seems like there is 
a gun culture — if I can use that in 
a positive sense — of responsibility 
and using them primarily for 
hunting. There’s a worldview about 
guns here that’s different than in 
urban areas.” 

“I’ve never seen one person 
with a gun as long as I’ve lived 
here,” said a woman working at a 
Middlebury shop. While calling the 
ruling “ridiculous,” she reiterated 
that she believes the gun culture 
is different here than in places like 

Texas or Wyoming. 
Another man, 

whom we met outside 
the Marquis Theater, 
agreed with the ruling 
but emphasized that 
he thought more 
restrictions should 
be placed upon the 
process of obtaining a 
gun and gun license in 
the fi rst place. 

“The stigma of guns 
needs to go away, but 
at the same time the 
right people should 
have guns,” he said. 
“There need to be 
mental evaluations on 
people who own guns, 

including the police.”
When asked if he thought the 

state should require a special 
reason in order to carry a weapon in 
public, he responded, “The Second 
Amendment, that’s your reason.” 

Other members of the community 
were more uneasy about the recent 
ruling and state of gun control in 
their own state and beyond.

“I’m feeling a lot of fear,” said 
Meaghan in another downtown 
shop, whose storefront exhibits a 
sign prohibiting guns inside the 
store. “It feels aggressive to be 
walking around in a business with 
a gun in your hand and I don’t think 
that the fact I’m in Vermont makes 
it any less scary.” 

She explained that she worried for 
her 6-year-old niece in elementary 

school and for herself working in 
retail. While she did not support 
open carry laws, she made it clear 
she did not think the solution was 
highly restrictive gun laws.

“I’m not in the camp of people 
who think we should take guns 
totally away from people,” she 
said. “But we should have more 
restrictions on them because it’s 
ridiculous and irresponsible.”

“I think most people who are not 
born in this county are opposed,” 
said a man, originally from Benghal 
now living in New Jersey, touring 
Middlebury with his family and 
his daughter who is considering 
applying to the college. “We are 
very anti-guns.”

“I think there should be a clear 
purpose when someone buys a 
gun,” said a young woman from 
Middlebury sitting outside Little 
Seed Coffee Roasters in response 
to the ruling on the New York law. 
“Why do you want to buy this gun? 
What are you using it for? There 
needs to be more awareness around 
why gun safety is so important 
instead of a culture where there is 
no reason.”

Although she admitted that the 
open carry laws in Vermont are 
“unsettling,” she maintained that 
Vermont feels safer than other areas.

“We have a very different culture 
of trust here. I think the parallels are 
interesting here; many people have 
guns here for hunting, but people 
don’t really have other types of 
guns.”

The last mass shooting in Vermont 
was in 2015 when a woman killed 
a social worker and three family 
members with a hunting rifl e. The 
state has the 14th lowest number of 
gun deaths per capita among the 50 
states, at 11.6 per 100,000, but fi rst 
in New England, according to CBS 
News. And the Green Mountain 
State has the 16th highest rate of 
gun ownership in the country at 
50.5%, according to the World 
Population Review. 

Locals react to court’s gun ruling

“I’m feeling 
a lot of 
fear. It feels 
aggressive to 
be walking 
around in a 
business with 
a gun in your 
hand and I 
don’t think 
that the fact 
I’m in Vermont 
makes it any 
less scary.”

— Meaghan

Hands-on
KRIS ANDREWS, THE woman responsible for making all those cool take-home sewing kits for 

Ilsley Library throughout the pandemic, is now doing drop-in, in-person family sewing sessions at 
the Middlebury library on Mondays at 5:30 p.m. Here she is with some enthusiastic young crafters 
at the fi rst session in the community room at the Ilsley this week.

Independent photo/Megan James
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Letters
to the Editor

Coach’s fi ring 
raises concerns

Summer synonymous with change

Students offer their take on war

Newton should resign, now

(See Puterbaugh letter, Page 5A)(See Ways of Seeing, Page 5A)

(See Clippiings, Page 5A)

Clippings
By Faith

Gong

Ways of
Seeing

By Ruth
Farmer

For several years, one of the assignments for my 
Community College of Vermont students has been 
to explore the concept of war and the possibility of 
world peace. Their guiding question is, “What can 
we learn from the past?” Students read Margaret 
Mead’s essay “Warfare is Only an Invention Not 
a Biological Necessity” and watch an excerpt of 
Eisenhower’s farewell address, 
in which he expresses concern 
about the military industrial 
complex. In addition, they watch 
three Ted Talks of their choice 
from the series War Stories. 
This collection features soldiers, 
veterans, journalists, military 
strategists, and others sharing 
their experiences and their 
thoughts about the impact of war on individuals and 
nations. 

Seminar in Educational Inquiry is a capstone 
course, so most students are in their fi nal or 
penultimate semester. I’ve taught SEI for over 15 
years, in person and online, and I enjoy it because 
of the breadth of topics that are explored. War is 
an ideal subject for a course in inquiry because it 
encourages us to move beyond simple answers.

I’m a baby boomer. During my lifetime, the 
United States has been involved in numerous 
military confl icts, wars, and invasions in the Middle 
East, Southeast Asia, Europe and other parts of the 

world. In other words, war has always been a part 
of my life and my students’ lives, even if it hasn’t 
happened in our backyards as it has for far too many 
people on this planet. 

As several students pointed out, war has become 
normalized. But does it have to be? The assignment 
is not an academic exercise for me. I want to know 

what students think.
In responding to Mead, 

Eisenhower and Ted Talks on the 
discussion forums, most began 
their posts in a similar way: “I 
hate the idea of war, but…” After 
that three-letter word came a 
reason that, contrary to Mead’s 
assertion, war is a necessity. For 
example, war is necessary:

• To protect equality, freedom, and justice.
• To prevent chaos.
• To keep other countries from taking advantage 

of the United States.
• Because power hungry people make it 

impossible to envision a world without war.
• Because misinformation on Facebook, Twitter, 

and other platforms encourages aggressive thoughts 
and behaviors. 

• Because unlike in the past when media’s concept 
of the future included fl ying cars and friendly robots, 
these days the media feeds us negative visions of 

The “classroom” where I homeschool my two 
youngest daughters is an open space with sloping 
ceilings built on top of our garage. There are windows 
on all four sides of the room. Throughout May and 
June, as our school year wound down, I had a view 
of two things just beyond our yard that seemed to 
represent the changes happening in the larger world. 

It was early spring when I fi rst noticed the surgical 
mask caught on a bush at the edge of the woods. 
My daughter’s desk is directly 
underneath a west-facing window, 
and as I glanced outside one day 
while helping her with a math 
assignment, a fl ash of blue caught 
my eye. We’ve all become far 
too familiar with this particular 
blue during these years of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. I’m still not 
sure how a surgical mask came to 
be tangled up in the branches of a 
bush several meters from our house; my best guess is 
that it blew out of someone’s car.

I didn’t remove the mask. For starters, it was 
just far enough through thick brush to make it an 
unpleasant chore. But I was also curious to see what 
would happen to it if left to its own devices. Would 
the wind, which often blows quite strongly through 
our yard, dislodge it? Would future archaeologists 
fi nd it, preserved in our heavy Vermont clay, and date 
it back to the time of the pandemic? 

Against all odds and weather, the mask clung to 
that bush. Every school day I’d look out the western 
window and see that tenacious fl ash of blue. At 
fi rst it stood out in stark relief against the bare grey 

branches. As the leaves began to emerge, it became 
more diffi cult to discern. And then, one day, I looked 
outside to discover that it had been swallowed entirely 
by the lush green of new summer leaves. 

Whether it will reemerge in the autumn when 
the leaves fall, I don’t know. But its disappearance 
seemed particularly well-timed, coinciding as it did 
with the sense that the COVID-19 pandemic has — if 
not disappeared — at least become something that 

we live with, something that no 
longer needs to occupy our entire 
consciousness. Something that, 
like that mask, is still around, but 
obscured by summer.

If I crane my neck enough 
while looking out that same west-
facing window, or if I look out the 
windows that face south, I can see a 
corner of what was our neighbors’ 
house. This will give you some 

idea of what the past few years have been like for our 
family: As I was updating someone on our lives since 
2019, I mentioned the adoption and hospitalizations 
of our baby boy, the challenge of pandemic life, the 
transition from homeschool to “regular” school for 
several of our children, the minefi eld of parenting 
teenagers … and then I cried, “Oh, wait! I forgot the 
tornado!” 

Our neighbors’ house is in the past tense because 
it was largely destroyed by a freak tornado that cut 
a mile-long swatch of destruction across our front 
yard in March 2021. I say largely destroyed because 
much of the house was left standing, albeit in tatters, 

I am smelling something 
rotten emanating from my little 
home town of Bristol, Vt., here 
in Central New York State after 
reading the article in the June 23 
issue of the Addison Independent 
by Andy Kirkaldy about the 
fi ring of coach Connie LaRose. 
This Bristol High School alum 
can’t help but wonder if age 
discrimination is a factor, despite 
her being younger than POTUS.

Ruth Kennedy Grant, M.D.
Deansboro, N.Y.

Soon after the Roe v. Wade 
decision a Republican lawmaker, 
Mary E. Miller, stated at a rally 
that she thanked President Trump 
for “the historic victory for white 
life” that this represented. It 
could have been more correctly 
represented as being “white, 
male” life. Some politicians are 
often fond of stating that our 
citizens need less government 
interference in their lives. Of 
course this won’t apply if you 
happen to be a female citizen.

David Lewis
New Haven 

Roe decision 
affects power

Time to restore 
sanity to court

To overturn a bad Supreme 
Court decision, the same thing, 
that has just been done, has to be 
done again. Usually start with a 
new court line of justices, more 
favorable to the change.  Then 
start a new case to go to the SC.

The allowance for abortions 
was made 50 years ago with the 
basis of privacy, in Roe vs Wade. 
Privacy was hinted at in the Bill 
of Rights, but was more direct 
with Supreme Court decisions like 
Griswold v. Connecticut (1965) 
Which was about privacy and 
a married couples’ right to use 
contraceptive devices, and has 
been extended to other rights to 
privacy.

Will people also try to overturn 
Griswold and other associated 
cases? We wonder what else might 
be changed to follow Roe. (Wade 
had nothing to do with that case. 
He was a local prosecutor and his 
name was handy.) Roe is a court 
nickname. Doe (as in Jane Doe) 
is a usual court nickname for a 
woman, but that was used by a 
joint case that didn’t stay joint.

Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s 
Health Organization is the name 
of the case with this new decision 
that overturns Roe. Dobbs needs 
to be overturned.

The fi rst step is to vote for those 
who will bring the Supreme Court 
back to sanity. Not hard to do in 
Vermont.

Peter Grant
Bristol

Roe opponents 
are misguided

Friday, while I was listening to 
the news about Roe v. Wade and 
the Supreme Court, a young man 
was interviewed. He was excited 
about all of the thousands of lives 
that will be saved. I would like to 
ask him and others who agree with 
him if they will help support:

• The family who loses mother 
and wife through pregnancy 
complications?

• The family of the teen or 
preteen girl who has a baby and 
lacks the maturity to care for an 
infant?

• The family who has a 
child with profound disabilities 
and requires full-time care and 
thousands or millions of dollars 
for care?

• The family who can barely, 
if at all, care for the existing 
family and now has another?

• The single mother who will 
need to chose between caring for 
her infant or maintaining a full-
time job?

And I hear the argument that the 
woman should never have gotten 
pregnant. For some, they did not 
understand the consequences. 
Some it was unintended 

Soooo hard
THREE-YEAR-OLD RHYS GALLUP tried every which way to have fun with a hula hoop at the 

Let’s Grow Kids station at Sunday’s Foodaroo in the Marble Works complex. He fi nally got the 
thing to circle around his arm nicely, but it was a lot of work.

Independent photo/John S. McCright

Sheriff Peter Newton, who was arrested Tuesday and charged with 
two counts of sexual assault, one count of domestic violence and one 
count of unlawful restraint, got a partial reprieve by Chittenden County 
Superior Court Judge John Pacht when the judge allowed him to continue 
administrative duties as sheriff. The judge put heavy restrictions on 
Newton, however, by stripping him of his rights to carry a fi rearm, access 
to data from law enforcement resources, and said he was not to engage in 
any law enforcement activities. 

The judge’s caveat that Newton be allowed to continue work as sheriff, 
however, afforded Newton the opportunity to boast, with what reporters 
described as a smirk and smile as he was led out of the courtroom, that, in 
his words, “I’m still the sheriff.”

The condition that Newton be allowed to retain the title, a wage and 
any authority is a disservice to the community. 

The state police account of Newton’s charges and the incidents that 
led to them, which has been investigated over the past several months, 
demonstrates that Newton is unfi t for the job, has violated the public trust, 
and potentially poses a threat to community members in his position as 
sheriff — in whatever capacity he holds. (Read the state police detective’s 
affi davit with this editorial on our website, addisonindependent.com.)

Dave Silberman, the high bailiff in Addison County, spoke well for 
the Addison County community when he released a statement Tuesday 
calling on Newton to resign. 

“Like all people charged with crimes, Sheriff Newton deserves a 
presumption of innocence pending trial and conviction,” Silberman 
wrote. “However, it is simply impossible for Sheriff Newton to continue 
serving the community in a law enforcement capacity under the cloud of 
these very serious charges. Accordingly, I am calling for Sheriff Newton 
to immediately resign from offi ce.”

Newton’s gloating comment that he’s still sheriff, and his stated refusal 
to resign, is further evidence he is unfi t to serve the county.

Moments before Newton made that statement, he was served in the 
courtroom with a temporary Extreme Risk Protection Order prohibiting 
him from possessing dangerous weapons. An Extreme Risk Protection 
Order allows a prosecutor to petition a court to keep dangerous weapons 
away from a person who poses a risk to themselves or others. In 
comments in support of that order, an unnamed deputy with the Addison 
County Sheriff’s Department reached out by email this spring to Michael 
Schirling, commissioner of the state Department of Public Safety, to 
further state Newton’s inability to serve as sheriff. 

“It is my opinion that due to his current behavior he is mentally/
emotionally unfi t to continue to serve in his role as Sheriff or to even 
continue to serve in any capacity in law enforcement,” the deputy wrote 
in an email to the public safety commissioner. 

“I fi rmly believe that if he isn’t removed from offi ce immediately,” the 
deputy added in the email, “and doesn’t get the help that he greatly needs, 
there will be dire and tragic consequences for the community.” 

The combination of concerns is more than enough for the entire 
community to call for Newton’s resignation. That should start with staff 
at the sheriff’s offi ce, the county’s elected state representatives (some 
already have as of late Wednesday) , and area town offi cials. If he won’t 
resign on his own, perhaps an overwhelming show of public angst at such 
an irresponsible position will help him reconsider, and for the good of the 
community, step down immediately.

Angelo Lynn

By Alex Hiam
As the author of stories about a teenager who hops into the American 

past, I’ve thought deeply about the 1800s, and I’d like to offer a few 
thoughts to our Supreme Court justices.

Cherry-picking is when you pluck a convenient example and pretend that 
you’ve proven your point. Like saying that when the 14th Amendment was 
ratifi ed, abortions were condemned and illegal, so Roe v. Wade must be 
overturned. 

Before accepting that cherry, let’s see what America looked like in 1868.
Several Southern states had not been readmitted because of their roles in 

the Civil War, and couldn’t vote in that year’s election. Does our Supreme 
Court propose to exclude Mississippi, Virginia and Texas from midterms? 
That would give Democrats a big advantage. And what about the Western 
territories? We recognized only 37 states. The nonvoting territories of 1868 
are Red States today.

Ratifi cation was about extending rights to former slaves, who proved 
instrumental in giving President Grant his win. It was before Jim Crow 
restrictions and stands as a shining example of progress toward open, fair 
elections. Does the court plan to wipe away new voting restrictions that 
limit Black votes today?

In the years after 1868, the Industrial Revolution reached full swing and 
millions of immigrants came to work in factories. What a great way to 
revitalize our economy — to welcome millions more immigrants! What? 
Republicans don’t acknowledge this element of their benchmark period?

Cannabis wasn’t regulated until a 1937 tax, nor criminalized nationally 
until 1970, so the 1868ers will become advocates of legalization, right?

The Fort Laramie treaty of 1868 should be honored, which will transfer 
vast swaths of land back to the Sioux Nations. Will the justices address 
broken treaties next?

What about calls to increase the number of justices? In 1868 there were 
eight, not nine, and the court’s size had already been altered six times, so I 
guess that’s on the table too.

We’ve all heard of the shootout at the O.K. Corral, but we forget that 
Marshall Earp and Doc Holliday shot Billy Clinton and the McLaurie 
brothers because they didn’t turn in their guns when they entered town. It 
was to enforce strict gun control laws, common in frontier towns.

But don’t concealed-carry rights go way back in history? Not until a 1978 
Florida rule, fi ve years after Roe v. Wade.

Let’s return to the matter of abortions. In the court’s new ruling, we are 
told that by 1868 the illegality of abortion was well established; however, 
ending unwanted pregnancies was very common practice then. In the early 
1800s, abortion was legal and commonplace. By the end of that century, a 
patchwork of regulations had sprung up. When did the justices pick their 
prized cherry? Not in 1868. 

The claim that the court knows what the ratifi ers of the 14th Amendment 
thought might be called the Biggest Lie, because unlike Trump’s, this one 
actually worked.

Note: Alex Hiam, who lives in the Brattleboro area, works as a writer and 
teacher. 

Supreme Court’s biggest lie
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what lies ahead.
Students lamented that our 

country has been involved in 
wars because our leaders covet 
another country’s resources, 
such as oil. Because many of 
them have family and friends 
who are veterans or soldiers, 
they have firsthand knowledge 
of how military activities impact 
individuals. It’s hard to accept 
that your loved ones are risking 
their lives. It’s doubly difficult 
if you believe that greed is the 
reason, rather than justice or 
freedom. Ultimately, most saw 
that wars negatively impact 
people’s ideals, morals, lives, 
and the Earth. 

Seth Godin wrote in his June 
18th blog, “Acknowledging the 
problem is not the same as giving 
up.” While his context may have 
been different, his words spoke 
to me. When I revisited students’ 
comments, I realized that their 
train of thought was similar to 
Godin’s. Yes, wars have taken 
place with lamentable regularity, 
making it difficult to hold in one’s 
brain a world in which peace 
reigns. Yet, students expressed 
thoughts about how to begin 
breaking the cycle of war as a 
solution to problems, including:

• We need leaders to help stop 
the cycle of hatred and encourage 
others to join the movement 

Ways of Seeing 
(Continued from Page 4A)

for the past year while insurance 
companies were wrangled with 
and plans were made. We grew 
rather fond of the unoccupied 
wreck next door; “It’s like a 
metaphor for … something,” my 
eldest daughter mused. 

But this May our neighbors 
hired a crew to dismantle the 
house and salvage any materials 
that could be repurposed. For the 
past month we’ve been watching 
with fascination as the entire 
building is being taken apart 
systematically, from the outside 
in. And it is like a metaphor for 
… something. The deconstruction 
reveals how fragile and flimsy 
houses really are: We assume 
that we’re living in solid and 
stable fortresses, when in reality 
our homes are mostly plywood, 
particleboard, and insulation, 
easily toppled by a strong wind or 
guys with hammers.  

As I write this, only the brick 
chimney and some two-by-four 
frames remain of the house next 

door; in a matter of days, when I 
look south, I’ll see only an empty 
field. 

Just like that, time moves on. 
The leaves cover up the evidence 
of a pandemic that shook our 
world for over two years; a 
dump truck carries away the 
last remnants of the tornado that 
rocked our neighborhood. Neither 
of these events is a particularly 
happy memory, so why is it that 
I feel a certain wistfulness as they 
fade into the past? 

Change, whether good or bad, 
knocks us off-kilter. Summer is 
always hard for me. I’ve lived 
through enough summers now to 
expect a rocky transition. On the 
one hand, isn’t everyone excited 
about summer? Warmer weather, 
ice cream, no school, vacations …

Not me: I like sweaters, school, 
and structure. When June rolls 
around every year, I feel like our 
family life is the house next door: 
We’ve spent months building 
up a stable — albeit exhausting 
— routine that works for us, and 

summer vacation bashes it all to 
the ground. We stagger around for 
the first week or so, eyes glazed, 
unsure of when to eat, how late to 
sleep, what to do with all this free 
time. 

But whether I like it or not, 
change is guaranteed. The seasons 
turn, the leaves flourish and 
fall, houses are built and torn 
down, global pandemics flare 
and recede. I used to rail against 
change, to attempt to impose more 
stability on my life. Now, in my 
fifth decade, I’m considering 
surrender. If change knocks us 
off-kilter, then maybe it’s time I 
learned to walk with a limp. 

Faith Gong has worked as 
an elementary school teacher, a 
freelance photographer, and a 
nonprofit director. She lives in 
Middlebury with her husband, 
five children, assorted chickens 
and ducks, one feisty cat, and one 
anxiety-prone labradoodle. In 
her “free time” she writes for her 
blog, The Pickle Patch.

Clippings 
(Continued from Page 4A)

consequences. Some wanted a 
baby but are faced with severe 
consequences. Some lacked the 
ability to put the consequences 
before the biological urge.

But, I repeat. Many of these 
families are going to need help. 
They make the choice based on 
the information they have. Who 
are we to judge the correctness of 
these choices? They should each 

have the right to make choices 
based on the information they may 
have. You are not walking in their 
moccasins.

Holly Puterbaugh
Middlebury

toward peace.
• We must become more 

inclusive, loving and accepting; 
less individualistic, more 
connected and committed to 
abolishing micro aggressions.

• We need to shift some money 
from military budgets to health 
care and education.

• We must find common 
goals that bring us together, 
given that we are one species 
on this one planet. For example, 
bombs, planes, and other military 
operations negatively impact the 
environment. A common goal 
could be reducing climate change 
by reducing wars.

One student mentioned that 
technology has afforded us the 
opportunity to connect with 
people all over the world. We 
have the chance to see what folks 
are going through. This awareness 
can increase our compassion for 
others and help us move toward 
an invention beyond war.

Another student reminded us 
that people are already trying 
to end conflicts. For example, 
Israelis and Palestinians work 
together to promote peace and 
justice, and people continue 
to protest Russia’s war against 
Ukraine, despite threats to their 
lives.

So many students wrote along 
the lines of “I would love to see 
worldwide peace and one day 

it might happen, but not in my 
lifetime.” Some are fresh out of 
high school. Others are older, 
some of them with children. They 
see a future filled with wars, 
which is personally distressing. 
It’s even more difficult to fathom 
when they consider that their 
children and their children’s 
children are moving toward a 
future where conflicts are solved 
overwhelmingly through military 
means. Not one of them wants that 
world for future generations; they 
just don’t see any alternatives.

Mead wrote that “A form 
of behavior becomes outdated 
only when something else takes 
its place, and in order to invent 
forms of behavior which will 
make war obsolete, it is a first 
requirement to believe that an 
invention is possible.”

Sometimes when we talk about 
peace, there is a sense — perhaps 
a wish — that something will 
suddenly happen and voila! 
we’ll live in a peaceful world. 
Like anything worth having, 
peace takes work, patience, and 
persistence. In that sense, the 
new invention isn’t peace itself 
but a willingness to achieve it.

Ruth Farmer is a published 
essayist and poet. She is sole 
owner of Farmer Writing and 
Editing (www.ruthfarmer.com).

Puterbaugh letter
(Continued from Page 4A)

Letters to the Editor
We must stay on guard to protect our democracy

After six Congressional 
hearings laying out what 
happened on Jan. 6, 2021, when 
Trump’s supporters stormed 
the U.S. Capitol, desecrated the 
American flag, brutally beat law 
enforcement officers, threatened 
lawmakers and the vice president, 
and all the other ways he 
conspired to subvert the nation to 
stay in power, how could anyone 
in their right mind not see that 
this was treason! 

Don’t believe all the right-wing 
BS and lies on Fox News and 
other conspiracy outlets. The 
former president, his cronies, and 
his mob of white supremacist 
insurrectionists hate this country 
and what it stands for, and should 
all be prosecuted and imprisoned, 
starting with the one who led 
it — D. Jerk Trump — who 
should be sent to a reopened 

shark-infested prison in the Dry 
Tortugas. If his supporters want 
to visit him, they’ll have to swim.

All the dangerous MAGA 
morons that still believe in the 
Big Lie that the 2020 election 
was somehow stolen still live 
in another universe — the 
stupid-verse. They will probably 
never realize how wrong they 
are. Biden won over 81 million 
votes, almost 8 million more 
than Trump. Elections have 
consequences. So, sadly we all 
have to be vigilant and prepared 
to defend our nation, our state, 
our communities and ourselves 
against these dangerous, 
mean-spirited people, like those 
who still fly the cowardly flags 
with the loser’s name on it. I’m 
ready and you should be too at 
a moment’s notice. Don’t be 
complacent or apathetic. Speak 

out! This is real, and the future 
of this country depends on it. 
We can’t ever let the Republican 
enablers of this villain take over 
Congress, or even get elected 
in Vermont. The people need to 
stand up and reject every one that 
runs.

As for the new Torquemadas, 
the Spanish grand inquisitors, 
Alito, Thomas, Kavanaugh, 
Gorsuch and Barrett, leading the 
counter-reformation to try and 
destroy our liberal democracy 
with their outrageous “decisions,” 
may they rot in Hell, and may 
it be soon. So many reasons to 
vote for anyone other than a 
Republican!

Man, there’s just so much to 
comment on! Stay tuned. Just 
getting warmed up.

Bruce Acciavatti
Salisbury

Supreme Court is taking the country backwards
June 24, 2022, Orwell. 

Upon some cushions I’m now 
relaxing under our silver maple 
for its pleasant shade. Only 
one such “rare fine” day, as 
today, in Vermont, makes it 
well worthwhile enduring the 
vicissitudes of winter.

My white male privilege is 
complicating my thinking about 
the draconian Supreme Court 
zeroing out abortion as a right. 
Their shot across the bow is 
sending us back to the 18th-
century dark ages of America, 
when slaves were enslaved and 
women were servants of the same 
masters; where only white men 
who owed property had privilege. 
Back to control by skin color and 
sex.

The court, at least the negative 
bunch, has charted a path to 
persistently remove our many 
rights, now that they have the 
majority, and with the vengeance 
last attributed to our overlords, 
the monarchy and royalty of 18th-
century England — the extremes 
long overthrown, the control our 
forefathers hated so vehemently, a 
dissuading, a dismal juxtaposition.

For six people to plunge We the 
People on a descending path to 
the dark ages is surely antithetical 
to the thinking of society today. 
What right is next on their list? 
Women’s right to vote? I was 
reminded from time in-utero to 
the day of my mother’s death that 
she celebrated that right, the 19th 
Amendment finally gave all, no 
matter what sex, the right to vote.

And so, Clarence, you might 
just take a look at where you are 
headed. You have the right to 
abolish our rights, but remember 
your right to do that emanates 
from the constitution; and so, 
while rights are being repossessed, 
your right to strip our rights might 
just be removed by impeachment.

And your fellow white tyrants, 
all in arrears of the nation’s 
direction, should do some soul 

searching, if you can control a 
women’s body today, tomorrow 
could well be quite harsh for the 
male branch. My granddaughter’s 
first-year veterinarian student’s 
class make up is 131 female and 9 
lonely males. So, stick that in your 
pipe and smoke it. Happy times 
are just around the corner.

It seems to me that there are 
many rights not enumerated in 
the Constitution. It doesn’t seem 
possible that the founders could 
imagine all the rights that might 
become available years after 
ratification. Jules Verne might 
have helped them imagine the 
future, if he had been around then, 
but even his visionary musings 
probably wouldn’t have been 
enough.

I find it interesting that Mr. 
Thomas, I can’t call him justice, 
not finding any justice in his 
thinking nor action, has now 
signaled that other rights will 
be targeted. He has mentioned, 
same-sex marriage, contraception 
and LBGTQ rights. Interestingly 
he didn’t mention miscegenation. 
I wonder why?

As I ponder these things, the 
court’s dreadful decision, a house 
wren couple move freely to and 
from their nesting box, just above 
my head, obviously feeling their 
freedom has not been impinged. 
Why is it that so many people in 
our society insist on telling others 
what they can and can’t do? The 
court, clearly driven by religion, 
has charted a new path toward 
restrictions that the Minute Men 
fought and lost life against. 
Against the values that united a 
new country to become a nation 
that respects the rights of others. 
Indeed, sends its precious young 
to protect other’s freedoms.

Sadly, it has taken a long 
time to install those rights by 
constitutional amendment and by 
law, but we have been gaining, 
maybe. Dr. Martin L. King Jr. 
enumerated the slowness of our 

progress, “the arch of the moral 
justice is long, but it bends 
toward justice.” King paraphrased 
a passage from abolitionist 
minister Theodore Parker, a 
Unitarian by golly.

But the Supreme Court 
has reversed course, a course 
of retreat, of descent, of 
backwardness. Maybe since 
abortion has been lost as a right, 
all males by some certain early 
age should lose their right to 
cause the need for an abortion.

Not being a constitutional 
scholar, I don’t pretend to have 
the definitive answer to about 
how the Constitution should be 
interpreted. Strict constructionist 
or originalist or other, but for me 
the framers of the Constitution 
couldn’t have known all the 
future ramifications of where 
and how society was then and 
is still moving toward, so they 
left it somewhat vague in places. 
Otherwise, why provide a 
method to amend? Life, society, 
mores, concepts change. Slavery, 
women’s right to vote, to own 
property, our views on sexual 
relations, all have changed 
dramatically since 1789.

Clarence, just remember, while 
you are Hell-bent on telling all 
of us what we can and can’t do, 
the Supreme Court in 1967 struck 
down the anti-miscegenation laws 
of Virginia. The case was Loving 
v. Virginia, you may remember! 
While you enthusiastically 
take rights from the people, 
think clearly about where your 
negativity might personally affect 
your life!

Paul and Frances Stone
Orwell

Authors’ note: As a white 
privileged female I just want to 
add that I thoroughly share my 
husband’s thoughts and have been 
a part of writing this piece, even 
though it uses the pronoun “I,” 
and see no need to write my own.

Lettersto the editor
The Addison Independent 

encourages you to write letters to the 
editor. We print signed letters only. 
Include an address and telephone 
number, too, so we can clear up any 
questions. Send it to: Letters to the 
Editor, Addison Independent, 58 Maple 
St., Middlebury, VT 05753. Or email to 
news@addisonindependent.com.

 

FREE SITE EVALUATIONS

802 . 453 . 2500
BristolElectronicsVT.com

South Starksboro, VT Homeowner 
Recommends Bristol Electronics

We received quotes from Bristol Electronics and another well-
known Vermont solar company, and were pleasantly surprised that 
Bristol had the better price, and we preferred Bristol’s microinverter 
approach. Additionally, we were very pleased to learn that the 
panels and racking system were made in the USA with some 
components manufactured by a Vermont company.  On top of 
this, the folks at Bristol were such a pleasure to work with. We 
can’t remember a more pleasant experience when making a major 
investment. 
We had a variety of questions which they happily addressed. Their 
knowledgeable staff was well versed with applicable regulations and 
requirements, building codes and even wind loading concerns. They 
truly went out of their way to make sure we were educated on the 
system and pleased with the installation. 
This was a very rewarding experience which began with a goal of 
wanting to make our home fully renewably powered by working with 
a local team and culminated with meeting great members of our 
community, keeping our dollars local while also supporting other 
American renewable technology manufacturers. We found kindred 
spirits at BE and we can’t recommend them highly enough!

Megan Nedzinski and Joshua Faulkner – South Starksboro, VT



PAGE 6A — Addison Independent, Thursday, June 30, 2022

If you want a monument - get it from a monument dealer!

Celebrating 92 years | 1930-2022

57 Main St., New Haven   |   802-453-3433 
CleggsMemorials.com    |   info@cleggsmemorials.com

WE DO OUR OWN
Dra� ing  •  Lettering  •  Sandblast 

Cleaning   •   Foundations
Setting  •  Restoration

EXPERIENCE  |  QUALITY  |  VALUE

Family owned and operatedFamily owned and operated
Addison county’s ONLY full ONLY full ONLY

service monument companyservice monument company

C LEGGS 
M E MORIALS

BARRE 
GRANITE

ASSOCIATION
RETAIL

MEMBER

Bob Taylor - June 30, 2018

Bob,
I think of you every 

day. Miss you so much. 
Love you always and 

forever.
Your Wife,

Kathy

A Celebration of Life, for those left behind, helps those 
family members and friends with closure. Even though 

your loved one says “I just want to be cremated – no 
funeral,” they forget the Celebration of Life service is 

not for them, but for the ones left behind. A service is a 
healthy way to say good-bye.

Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral Home 
117 South Main St. Middlebury, VT 

802-388-2311
sandersonfuneralservice.com

Cremation
with a Service

Obituaries
ADDISON
COUNTY

Israel and Harry Provencher celebration of life
ADDISON — The family of 

Israel L. Provencher and Harry E. 
Provencher invite you to join us for 
services remembering our loved 
ones by sharing our memories 
together on Saturday, July 16, 2022.

Please join us for their burial 
and memorial services. Burial will 
take place at 10 a.m., at Lakeview 
Cemetery in Addison, Vt. And 
the memorial service will follow 
at 11 a.m. at Randy and Wendy 
Provencher’s home, 7559 Goodrich 
Corners Rd., in Addison.

Family, friends, food, music and 
dancing brought much joy to their 
lives so please join us in celebrating 
Israel and Harry. Food and 
beverages will be provided after the 
service along with music by Snake 
Mountain Bluegrass Band. This is 

ISRAEL L. PROVENCHER HARRY E. PROVENCHER

a casual attire gathering so feel free 
to bring your dancing shoes, as this 
is one of the joys they had.

The service will take place under 

a tent with tables and chairs. Feel 
free to bring your favorite lawn 
chairs. Please contact Randy at 
802-373-9968 with any questions.◊

HINGHAM, Mass. — Vcevold 
Otis Strekalovsky, 84, of Hingham, 
Mass., and Weybridge, Vt., died on 
June 19, 2022, after a brief illness. 

Born in Cambridge, Mass., Vcevy 
was the son of Vcevold W. and 
Anna Otis Strekalovsky. A graduate 
of Milton Academy and Middlebury 
College, he held a Master of 
Architecture from the University 
of Pennsylvania and Master of 
Civic Design from the University 
of Edinburgh, Scotland. Practicing 
from 1965 until the present, he 
established his own fi rm, now 
Strekalovsky Architecture, AIA, in 
1978. His projects have included 
educational, civic, religious, mixed 
use, and single and multifamily 
residential, which have won several 
design awards.

An accomplished painter, he was 

a former president of The South 
Shore Art Center, The Copley 
Society, and The South Shore 
Conservatory of Music and current 
president of the board of directors of 
The Friends of Fenway Studios. He 
was also a former trustee of Derby 
Academy and Alumni Trustee of 
Milton Academy and wholehearted 
volunteer in many community 
endeavors.

A musician all his life, he played 
jazz and classical guitar, and always 
ready to learn more, continued to 
take lessons at the South Shore 
Conservatory. In recent years, 
painting trips with friends took 
him to Montana, California, Maine 
and Texas. An avid skier into his 
eighties, he loved tennis and for 
years, played polo in Vermont and 
fi nally, to his delight, in Argentina. 

Vcevy is survived by his wife, 
Jane; his daughters, Elisabeth 
and son-in-law Brian Hebeisen, 
Katherine and son-in-law Donald 
Smith, Anna and son-in-law James 
Langeway; and grandchildren 
Marina Hebeisen, Nicholas 
and Malcolm Smith, and James 
Langeway; and his sister, Mary 
Kelsey, and brother-in-law, John 
Kelsey; and many nieces and 
nephews.

A memorial service will be held at 
2 p.m. on Aug. 13, at the Church of 
St. John the Evangelist in Hingham. 

In lieu of fl owers, donations 
may be made to The South Shore 
Art Center or The South Shore 
Conservatory.

For additional information and 
online guestbook, visit www.
downingchapel.com.◊

Vcevold Otis Strekalovsky, 84, of Weybridge

BRISTOL — Barbara Ann 
Cummings, (fondly known by 
her family “Aunt Bubba”), 78, 
passed away surrounded by her 
loved ones on June 23, 2022. 
She was born Sept. 11, 1943, 
in Burlington, Vt., the daughter 
of the late Paul and Dorothy 
(Cousino) Bougor.

Barb graduated from 
Middlebury High School in 
1962. She worked for more than 
25 years at B.F. Goodrich in 

Vergennes, Vt., before retiring.
In addition to her parents, she 

was predeceased by her sister 
Claudette, brother Anthony and 
nephew Stephen.

She is survived by her 
sons George (wife Melissa) 
Cummings III; Kevin (wife Jean) 
Cummings; daughter, Melinda 
(husband Gary) Washburn and 
their children and grandchildren, 
as well as many beloved nieces 
and nephews and their families.

The family would like to 
sincerely thank Heather Shepard 
and her entire family for their 
extraordinary care and support. 
A private burial will be held 
by the family at a later date. 
In lieu of fl owers, donations 
may be made to the Vermont 
Chapter of The Alzheimer’s 
Association in Williston, Vt. 
To send online condolences to 
her family please visit www.
brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com◊

Barbara Ann Cummings, 78, of Bristol

Kathleen R. Cassanelli, 70, of Orwell
ORWELL — Kathleen R. 

(Kenney) Cassanelli, 70, passed 
away on June 24, 2022, at 
University of Vermont Medical 
Center. 

She was born in Springfi eld, 
Mass., on Aug. 18, 1951, the 
daughter of the late Edward and 
Angela (Pio) Kenney. She grew 
up in Springfi eld, graduating from 
Cathedral High School in 1969. 
The following year she married her 
high school sweetheart, Stephen 
Cassanelli with whom she would 
spend the next 51 years. They 
settled in Agawam, Mass., where 
they raised their two children. 

Once the kids were big enough, 
Kathleen began studying at 
Westfi eld State College, where she 
graduated summa cum laude. She 
then began working as a reporter, 
writing about local news and 
politics for the Agawam Advertiser 

News. Following that, she became 
a patient and dedicated English 
teacher at Agawam Junior High 
School, where she worked for 14 
years. 

After retiring from teaching, she 
and her husband moved to Orwell, 
Vt., to live on the shores of Lake 
Champlain, where they enjoyed 
the natural beauty and peace of 
their back porch —  watching the 
boats, water birds, and brilliant 
sunsets together. Kathleen was 
a very skilled quilter and loved 
to decorate her home with her 
beautifully crafted needlework 
or present pieces to friends as 
gifts. Her other hobbies included 
crochet, wine, reading, cooking, 
and enjoying the company of her 
friends and family. Besides her 
parents, she was predeceased by 
her siblings James E. Kenney and 
Cynthia Kenney, and her aunt, 

Grace Pio. 
To cherish her memory, Kathleen 

leaves her husband; her daughter, 
Lisa Cassanelli; her son, David 
Cassanelli and his signifi cant 
other, Elyssa Arevalo; her brother, 
Stephen O. Kenney and his wife, 
Debra, of Orwell, Vt.; and her 
brother James’s wife, Patricia of 
Wilmington, N.C.

Family and friends are invited 
to the Colonial Forastiere Funeral 
and Cremation in Agawam, Mass., 
on Thursday, June 30, from 4-6:30 
p.m., followed by a funeral home 
service at 6:30 pm. 

In lieu of fl owers Memorial 
contributions may be made to 
the American Lung Association, 
National Direct Response, PO 
Box 756, Osceola WI 54020-0756. 
For more details and to share 
condolences please visit www.
forastiere.com.◊

Leo Omer Laroque, 70, of Brandon

LEO OMER LAROCQUE

BRANDON — Leo Omer 
Larocque, age 70, passed away 
unexpectedly on Wednesday, June 
22, 2022.

Leo was born in Middlebury on 
Sept. 20, 1951. He was the son of 
Omer and Yvonne (Quenneville) 
Larocque. He grew up in West 
Salisbury, where he received his 
early education and graduated from 
Middlebury Union High School, 
class of 1970. He farmed from his 
early days through high school. In 
the early 1970s he took a position 
at CVPS as a lineman. After a 
couple years he was propositioned 
to be a farm manager at a local 
farm. He eventually transitioned to 
become owner and operator of his 
own farm in Monkton for a decade. 

As times changed, Leo secured a 
position at Co-operative Insurance 
Companies in Middlebury, Vt., 

where he worked for over 30 years. 
While working at Co-op Insurance 
in the 90s, he also opened and 
maintained several businesses 
— Carefree Maintenance and 
Middlebury Sew N Vac. After 
retirement, he spent his days 
searching for “a good deal” — not 
to keep for himself, but to share 
his fi ndings with others in his 
store, Upscale Resale. He has been 
a Brandon resident since 2012 
moving there from Cornwall. 

He enjoyed farming, yard sales, 
auctions, playing cards, traveling 
and meeting new people to chat 
with. Leo was a kind-hearted man 
with a great sense of humor. He 
provided unconditional love and 
support to all his family, friends 
and anyone he met.

On May 22, 1971, Leo married 
his high school sweetheart, best 
friend and love of his life Penny 
Stevens.  Together they raised four 
children. 

He is survived by his wife, Penny 
(Stevens) Larocque of Brandon; 
three sons, Jason Larocque 
(Michele) of East Middlebury, 
Joshua Larocque (Lisa) of Leicester 
and Judson Larocque (Sarah) of 
West Salisbury; one daughter, 
Renee Porter (Tim) of Middlebury; 
four sisters, Jeannette Jackson of 
New Haven, Anita Larocque of 
West Salisbury, Susan Homick 
(Steve) of Middlebury and Pauline 
LaPlant of Ripton; three brothers, 
Marcel Larocque (Jean Rossier) 
of St. Albans, Paul Larocque of 
Middlebury, and Morris Larocque 
(Vivian) of Zephyrhills, Fla. 
Eight grandchildren, three great-
grandchildren and many nieces, 
nephews and cousins also survive 
him. He was predeceased by his 
parents and two brothers, Roger 
Larocque and Harris Larocque.

A celebration of life will be held 
on July 10, from 1-4 p.m., at the 
VFW in Middlebury.

Memorial gifts in lieu of fl owers 
may be made in his memory 
to Brandon Fire Department or 
Brandon Rescue. Arrangements 
are under the direction of the 
Miller & Ketcham Funeral Home 
in Brandon.◊

FUNERAL
MEMORIAL 
SERVICE
CREMATION
PRE-PLANNING   

SERVICES

BROWN-McCLAY
FUNERAL HOMES

BRISTOL
802-453-2301

VERGENNES
802-877-3321

brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com

David Thomas Mickey, 70, of Bristol

DAVID THOMAS MICKEY

BRISTOL — Dav Mickey, 
Harley Davidson enthusiast, died 
June 23, 2022, at the age of 70. He 
fought hard against what started as 
cancer of the esophagus for the past 
18 months and died peacefully in 
his sleep at Porter Medical Center.

He was born in Shirley, Mass., on 
Feb. 28, 1952, to Gertrude (Trudy) 
Mickey and the late Clarence (Skip) 
Mickey. As a child, Dav lived in 
several places across the U.S., 
eventually returning to Allentown, 
Pa., with his parents and siblings, 
where he graduated from William 
Allen High School. After attending 
Lehigh University, he was offered 
a job in Vermont and relocated. 
Vermont became home for Dav, 
eventually settling in Bristol for the 
past 30 years.

Dav was very tech savvy and 
enjoyed his work with several 
companies, including Zurn 
Industries, ConEdison and Digital 
Equipment — where he met his 
wife, Carol — and eventually 
retiring in 2020 from Symquest. 
Dav volunteered numerous hours 
to the Flynn Theatre as electrical 
and lighting engineer where he 
made many close friends. 

Unequivocally, Dav’s passion 
was riding his Harley Davidson. 
For several years, Dav took an 
annual cross-country trip on his 
Harley and was a member of 
the local Harley Owners Group 
(HOG). Dav loved motorcycles 

so much that he began teaching 
Motorcycle Safety Courses for 
the State of Vermont in 1996 and 
remained a valued member of their 
staff for several years. He was an 
advocate for motorcycle safety and 
loved teaching new riders the rules 
of the road. 

Dav loved to read and until his 
illness he also loved to cook and 
was a connoisseur of fi ne wines, 
food and spirits. Dav loved his 
family, never missed a Mickey 
family reunion and was especially 

proud of his granddaughter and her 
accomplishments. Dav’s family 
was particularly pleased when he 
proposed to his long-time partner, 
Carol Hickok, after dating for 
30 years and the family enjoyed 
participating in their beautiful 
wedding on June 6, 2021.

Dav leaves his wife, Carol 
of Bristol, Vt.; and daughter, 
Jennifer Mickey Montague, her 
husband Shaun Montague and their 
daughter, Kamryn of Bakersfi eld, 
Vt. He also leaves his mother, 
Trudy Mickey of Allentown, Pa.; 
sister, Cindy Mickey Friedman, 
her husband, Dr. Harvey Friedman 
of Merion, Pa., and their children, 
Julie, Lisa and Steven and families; 
two brothers, Dan Mickey of 
Downington, Pa. and his children 
Tara and Matt and their families; 
and Rich Mickey and his wife 
Tracy of Coopersburg, Pa. He was 
predeceased by his father, Clarence 
(Skip) Mickey earlier this year and 
his beloved parrot, Bridget.

The family wishes to thank those 
involved in his care over the past 
year including Bristol Rescue 
Squad, Porter Infusion Center, Dr. 
Bicknell, Dr. Barnard, VNA Nurse 
Sara and the nurses at Porter who 
took such good care of Dav in his 
fi nal days. A memorial service is 
planned for a future date. In lieu of 
fl owers, donations can be made to 
the Bristol Rescue Squad, PO Box 
227, Bristol, VT 05443.◊

Enjoy Enjoy 
the 4th!the 4th!

from all of us at the Addison Independentfrom all of us at the Addison Independent

William H. McQuillan, 87, of Cornwall

WILLIAM H. MCQUILLAN

CORNWALL — William H. 
McQuillan of Cornwall, Vt., died 
on May 17, 2022, in Warner, 
N. H.. Mr. McQuillan, born in 
Connecticut in 1935, was the son 
of Madeline McLaughlin and 
Alexander McQuillan.

Mr. McQuillan was a graduate 
of Fairfi eld University, Fairfi eld, 
Conn. Before retiring in Cornwall, 
he was an executive with IRR Levitt 
& Sons, General Development 
Corporation, and Holmes 
Protection. He was a member of 
the National Association of Home 
Builders, Cornwall Planning 
Commission, and Addison County 
Regional Planning Commission.

Mr. McQuillan is preceded 
in death by his wife of 56 years, 

Eileen Craig McQuillan; his son 
Peter Dunluce McQuillan; and his 
brother, Alexander J. McQuillan. 
He is survived by his son William 
Jr., his wife Dana, and their 
children William III, Andrea, 
Catherine; his son Patrick, his wife 
Jessica Pollack, and his daughter 
Eileen; his daughter Madeleine, 
her husband Steve Fields, and 
their daughters Lauren and 
Alexandra; his daughter Maureen; 
her husband Dan McCartney, 
and her sons Alexander, his wife 
Caitlin, Harrison, and Maxwell. 
He had four great-grandchildren, 
Makayla, Grayson, Parker, and 
Riley.

The funeral mass will be held 
July 16, 2022 at 11 a.m. at Saint 

Mary’s Catholic Church of the 
Assumption in Middlebury, Vt. ◊
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WE PARTICIPATE WITH:

34 Main St., Suite 1, Vergennes, VT 04591 
(802) 870-7170 | HomeAudiologyServices.com

Hearing Loss is Linked
to Other Health Conditions...

Chances of developing 
Alzheimer’s 
and 
dementia 
go up with 
hearing loss.

Symptoms of depression 
go down and quality of 
life goes up when you 
wear hearing aids.

Hearing loss can 
increase your 
risk of a heart 
attack.

You are 3 times more 
likely to suffer from a 
fall if you have hearing 
loss.

Diabetics are 
twice as likely 
to experience 
hearing loss.

• We accept all major insurance.
• We service ALL makes and models of hearing aids.

Better Hearing Means Better Health
Call us if you think you or someone

you love has hearing loss.
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Better 
Hearing 
Begins
 At...

We accept all major insurance.
We service ALL makes and models of hearing aids.

Contact us if you think 
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love has hearing loss.

34 Main St., Suite 1, Vergennes, VT 05491
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WIMETT
TRADING COMPANY

802•465•4688

USED

David Wimett, 35 Years Experience
C. Michael Jackman, 40 Years Experience
2668 Route 7 • Leicester, VT 05733 • wimetttradingco@gmail.com

Wimett Trading Company
at the Big White Barn in Leicester

802-465-4688 

2014 TOYOTA 4-RUNNER 
SR5, V6, Auto, 4x4, 3rd Row Seats,  133k miles

$24,995

AFFORDABLE, SAFE & RELIABLE
USED CARS AND TRUCKS

We also buy cars, 
locate specialty orders 

& consider consignments 
Call Dave for an appointment

2019 TOYOTA TACOMA 
DB Cab, SR5, Short Bed, V6, Auto, 4x4, 40k miles

$37,995

2015 TOYOTA TACOMA 
DB Cab, SR5, Long Bed, V6, Auto, 4x4, 112k miles

$27,995

2011 TOYOTA TACOMA 
Access Cab, SR5, 4-Cyl, 5-Speed Manual, 4x4, 180k.

$14,995
More than  a decadeof delivering Quality!

4TH OF JULY SPARKLING SALE!4TH OF JULY SPARKLING SALE!

2018 SUBARU OUTBACK 
Premium, 4-Cyl, Auto, AWD, Only 72k miles

$24,995

JAMES STEPHEN CONDON

PANTON — James Stephen 
Condon, 67, of Panton, Vt., 
passed away unexpectedly at 
home Monday, June 20, 2022. He 
was born to Stephen and Yvonne 
(Gaboriault) Condon in Limestone, 
Maine on Feb. 17, 1955.

As a child, his family moved to 
Addison, Vt., on Mountain Road, 
where Jim came to love spending 
time up on Snake Mountain. 
Eventually the family grew, and 
Jim became the big brother to six 
siblings. He attended school in 
both Addison and Vergennes and 
graduated VUHS Class of 1973. On 
Jan. 15, 1977, he married Rebekah 
Kneeshaw and they raised their 
two children Rhiannon and Griffin 
at their home in Panton.

Jim became interested in massage 
when he hurt his back operating his 
cleaning business in Middlebury 
in the late 1970s. In 1980, he 
started the SomaWork Institute 
in Middlebury, specializing in 
deep tissue massage and treating 
chronic pain. Jim spent decades 
taking trainings, researching and 
perfecting his craft. He was always 
learning new techniques in order 
to better help his clients, for whom 
he cared deeply. He built up a loyal 
client base numbering into the 
hundreds. 

Jim’s interest in body movement 
also led him to develop his skills 
as a swing dancer. After eagerly 
pursuing swing dance lessons for 
years, he started teaching swing 
dance in order to grow a local 
dance community with which to 

share his love of dance.
Jim always had an extremely 

inquisitive mind and a strong sense 
of right and wrong. Even as a child 
he wondered why injustice and 
oppression were so common. As 
a teen, he came into contact with 
Jehovah’s Witnesses who showed 
him how to find the answers to his 
many questions about life using the 
Bible. After reading the Bible for 
himself, he was comforted to learn 
that God does care about human 
suffering, and that God promises 
to end all causes of sorrow on this 
earth. He was baptized in 1972 as 
one of Jehovah’s Witnesses and 
was a member of the Middlebury 
Congregation. For the rest of his 
life, he made time to study the Bible 
and share what he had learned with 
others.

Jim is survived by his loving wife 
of 45 years, Rebekah and his two 
children, Rhiannon and Griffin. Jim 
is also survived by siblings Laureen 
(Mark) Rheault of Carver, Mass.; 
Ricky (Holly) Condon of Lebanon, 
Mo.; Kevin (Sandy Kemp) Condon 
of Lake Butler, Fla.; Tracy (John 
Coyle) Fernandez of Monkton, Vt.; 
Timmothy Condon of Wellfleet, 
Mass.; and Karen Gill of New 
Bern, N.C. Also surviving him are 
aunt Joyce (Condon) Zawistowski 
of Weybridge, Vt.; uncle Larry 
(Cindy) Condon; uncles Roger, 
Bobby and Clement Gaboriault; 
and aunt Margaret (Gaboriault) 
Rochon. Jim was predeceased by 
his parents, Stephen and Yvonne, 
and many aunts and uncles. 
Jim also leaves a multitude of 
dear family, friends, colleagues, 
students, clients, dance partners 
and spiritual brothers and sisters.

Services will be held at the 
Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses at 28 Dow Farm Lane 
in Middlebury, Vt. on Sunday, 
July 10, at noon with an additional 
remote tie-in to the service at Mary 
Hogan School, 210 Mary Hogan 
Drive, Middlebury. Following the 
service, please join us for food 
and a time for sharing memories 
of Jim’s life, well lived, at Mary 
Hogan between 1 and 4 p.m.

Arrangements are under the 
direction of Stephen C. Gregory and 
Son of South Burlington. Online 
condolences and opportunities to 
share memories of Jim are available 
at: www.gregorycremation.com.◊

Obituaries
ADDISON
COUNTY

James Stephen Condon, 67, of Panton

Richard David 
DeBonis, 78, of 

Middlebury

RICHARD DAVID DEBONIS

MIDDLEBURY — Richard 
David DeBonis of Middlebury, 
Vt., passed away on June 25. 2022 
after a battle with cancer. He was 
78 years old.

Mr. DeBonis worked for the 
U.S. Forest Service, Vermont 
Department of Corrections, and 
for 33 years at the Addison County 
Sheriff’s Department.

Richard is survived by his son, 
Michael and daughter in law 
Jennifer; his daughter, Dina; and 
his three grandchildren, Ian, Kerry 
and Mallory.

Honoring Richard’s wishes, 
there are no services planned.

Donations in memory can be 
made to Homeward Bound of 
Addison County.◊

By TIFFANY SOUKUP
If you’ve never seen — or heard 

of — the southern bog lemming, 
you’re not alone. Although this 
small mammal scurries through 
our landscape year-round, it is 
elusive by nature. 
So elusive, in fact, 
that the southern 
bog lemming 
( S y n a p t o m y s 
cooperi) is listed as 
a species of greatest 
conservation need 
in both New Hampshire and 
Vermont, as well as in other 
northeastern states — mainly 
because scientists struggle to find 
and track these rodents. 

Despite their name, southern 
bog lemmings are not purely 
southern, nor do they live 
only in bogs. They inhabit a 
large geographic range, from 
Manitoba east to the Atlantic 
Ocean and as far south as North 
Carolina. Regional populations 
live in different types of habitats, 
from prairie grasslands to areas 
featuring more sedges. In the 
Northeast, they have been 
documented living in tamarack-
black spruce forests and dwarf 
shrub bogs. 

The southern bog lemming 
closely resembles both the 
meadow vole and the northern 
bog lemming. Two key attributes 
that distinguish it from the 
meadow vole are the lemming’s 
orange, grooved upper incisors 
and a short tail that is typically no 
longer than the lemming’s hind 
foot. Southern bog lemmings 
also have longer fur than voles, 
and their heads are bigger relative 
to body size. The northern edge 

of the southern bog lemmings’ 
geographic range overlaps 
with that of the northern bog 
lemming. The two species are 
so similar that they can only be 
distinguished by the number of 

mammae and tooth 
structure.  

In some areas, 
southern bog 
lemmings create 
surface runways in 
grassy conditions. 
They use their sharp 

incisors to cut grasses, allowing 
adjacent stalks to fall over and 
form concealed corridors of 
safety. In northeastern forests, 
southern bog lemmings also 
utilize subterranean tunnels, 
as well as tunnels through 
sphagnum moss in boggy areas. 

Within this network, southern 
bog lemmings construct 
chambers for raising young. 
They build nests of dry leaves 
and grasses and line these 
with soft material such as fur. 
Breeding can occur any time of 
year, although it is less common 
in extreme heat or very cold 
temperatures. Females produce 
two to three litters annually 
with an average of three young 
per litter. Born hairless and 
pink, neonates remain with their 
mothers for 21 days. Subsequent 
litters will be raised in the same 
nests. 

The lemmings’ diet is mostly 
vegetarian, consisting of seeds, 
stems, and leaves of herbaceous 
plants and sedges, along with 
mosses, fungi, bark, or roots. 
Their grooved upper incisors and 
strong jaws allow southern bog 
lemmings to consume woodier 

tissues than other species, 
including voles. They cut stems 
to gain access to the nutritious 
upper parts of the plants, then 
discard the stems in small, neat 
piles. 

One tell-tale sign of southern 
bog lemming presence is their 
bright green, oval droppings, 
which the animals deposit 
in clusters. In contrast, the 
droppings of other small 
mammals are generally black or 
brown.  

Many predators eat southern 
bog lemmings. These include 
snowy owls, whose Arctic diet 
consists largely of true lemmings. 
During population booms, 
however, when more snowy owls 
push south, they add southern 
bog lemmings to the menu. Red 
and gray foxes, hawks, domestic 
dogs and cats, weasels, badgers, 
snakes, raccoons, and bobcats 
also prey on southern bog 
lemmings. Lemmings are adept 
swimmers and may take to the 
water to both escape danger and 
travel to new feeding territories. 

I was delighted to learn about 
this charming little mammal, and 
I am keeping my eyes peeled for 
a rare glimpse of the southern 
bog lemming, 

Tiffany Soukup is a writer, 
photographer, traveler, and 
park manager with Vermont 
State Parks. The illustration 
for this column is by Adelaide 
Murphy Tyrol. The Outside 
Story is assigned and edited 
by Northern Woodlands 
magazine and sponsored by 
the Wellborn Ecology Fund of 
the New Hampshire Charitable 
Foundation: www.nhcf.org.

Outside
Story

The

The elusive southern bog lemming

Saint Anselm College student 
Devyn Pratt of Bridport has been 
accepted into Sigma Alpha Pi, 
a national society of leadership 
and success, for the 2021-2022 
academic year. Students are 

Samuel Kuhns of Monkton 
was named to the dean’s list at the 
University of Wisconsin-Stevens 
Point with Highest Honors for the 
spring 2022 term. He did so by 
maintaining a GPA of 3.90-4.0

Vergennes resident Hunter 
O’Connor was named to Husson 
University’s honors list for the 
spring 2022 semester.  O’Connor 
is enrolled in Husson’s bachelor 
of science in Sport Management 
program.

ADDISON  COUNTY School Briefs

William Carpenter of Salisbury 
has made the dean’s list at 
Wentworth Institute of Technology 
for the spring 2022 semester.

Two local students recently 
received their diplomas at 
Clarkson University’s spring 
2022 commencement in May. 
William A Martin of Starksboro 
received a bachelor of science with 
great distinction in Mechanical 
Engineering. Brian Cory Foote 
of Middlebury received a bachelor 
of science with great distinction in 
Biology, and a bachelor of science 
with great distinction in Financial 
Information and Analysis.

The Independent will publish paid obituaries and free notices of 
passing. Paid obituaries cost 25 cents per word and will be published, 
as submitted, on the date of the family’s choosing. For those who do 
not wish to purchase an obituary, the Independent offers a free notice 
of passing up to 100 words, subject to editing by our news department. 
Photos (optional) with either paid obituaries or free notices cost $10 
per photo. Obituaries may be emailed to obits@addisonindependent.
com.

Submissions must be received by 11 a.m. on Wednesday for 
publication in the Thursday paper. Email obits@addisonindependent.
com or call 802-388-4944 for more information.

Obituary Guidelines

Norwich University in 
Northfield, Vt., released its honors 
list for the spring 2022 semester. 
With GPA’s of at least 3.40, 
Nicholas Carrara of Cornwall 
and Derek Bartlett of Middlebury 
were named to the dean’s list. 
Their fellow undergraduates 
Alexander Polli of Brandon, 
Hunter Cummings-Washburn of 
Middlebury, and Brooke Perlee of 
New Haven, received president’s 
list honors for maintaining a 4.0 
GPA over the semester.

Six local students were among 
the 823 named to the Plymouth 
State University president’s list 
for the spring 2022 semester. They 
include: Jalen Cook of Bristol, 
Martha Horne and William 
Huntington of Middlebury, 
Karissa Livingston of New 
Haven, and Rayven Perkins and 

selected by their college based on 
their academic standing and/or 
leadership potential.  Candidacy is a 
nationally recognized achievement 
of honorable distinction providing 
students with an opportunity 
to build their leadership skills, 
network with other successful 
students and stand out as valued 
candidates to graduate schools and 
employers.

Ashley Tierney of Vergennes. To 
be named to the list, a student must 
achieve a grade point average of 
3.7 or better for the spring 2022 
semester and must have attempted 
at least 12 credit hours during that 
time.
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By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — In addition 

to hearing about progress toward 
updating Ilsley Public Library (See 
story on Page 1A), Middlebury 
selectboard members on Tuesday 
approved new, fiscal year 2023 
water and sewer rates for users. 

The board OK’d a new water 
base rate of $67 per quarter for 

Newton 
(Continued from Page 1A)

Newton’s release on $100,000 
bond includes that he stay away 
from the alleged victim in the case.

Newton had already announced 
he wouldn’t seek re-election to a 
second four-year term as sheriff. 
His top assistant, Deputy Sgt. 
Michael Elmore, is slated to face 
off in an Aug. 9 GOP primary 
against former Addison County 
Sheriff’s Department Deputy (and 
former county High Bailiff) Ron 
Holmes.

Vermont State Police arrested 
Newton Tuesday morning while 
he was conducting contractor 
work at a construction job site 
in Middlebury, on charges of 
sexual assault on a person who 
is substantially impaired, sexual 
assault on a person in fear of 
imminent bodily injury, second-
degree unlawful restraint and 
domestic assault. These charges 
stemmed from a nearly four-month 
investigation into allegations of 
abuse reported by a 35-year-old 
woman.

State police searched Newton’s 
Middlebury home for 
possible additional 
evidence on Tuesday 
afternoon.

A court affidavit 
filed by VSP Det. Sgt. 
Angela Baker details 
the state’s case against 
Newton.

Baker states she was 
assigned on March 3 to 
follow up on an alleged 
domestic disturbance 
occurring at Newton’s 
Middlebury home on 
Feb. 26. The call was 
originally fielded by 
Middlebury police 
but transferred to 
state police in light of 
Newton’s position as an 
elected sheriff.

According to 
the police reports prepared 
by Middlebury PD’s Sgt. Bill 
Austin and officer Nick Stewart, 
the alleged victim had called 
police at approximately 12:27 
a.m. that morning to report that 
Newton — whom she identified 
as her “boyfriend” — was 
“recording her” and “laughing 
at her,” according to Baker’s 
affidavit. Local police dispatchers 
reported the caller sounding “very 
intoxicated,” according to court 
records.

 Baker said the woman told her 
she had sustained pain and bruises 
stemming from alleged sexual 

encounters with Newton, some in 
which she alleged “he took too 
far,” according to court records.

The woman told Baker at 
the time that she didn’t want to 
press charges against Newton, 
but wanted to have her case and 
her injuries documented and for 
Newton’s alleged behavior “to 
stop.”

Austin interviewed Newton at 
his home on the date of the alleged 
domestic dispute and was told by 
the sheriff he was “going to call 
911 to get (the woman) out of 
his house because of her level of 
intoxication,” according to court 
records. He said he attempted to 
record the woman because she was 
getting “increasingly angry, and 
she tried to take the phone from 
him,” according to the affidavit.

Newton told Austin he had 
eventually dumped out her 
wine, described the woman as 
“paranoid,” and that her injuries 
were as a result of consensual 
activity, according to the affidavit.

Police made no arrests that 
day and noted the Newton and 

the woman agreed 
to sleep in separate 
rooms that night “to 
avoid any further 
c o n f r o n t a t i o n s , ” 
according to court 
records.

Middlebury PD 
initially consulted with 
then-Addison County 
State’s Attorney 
Dennis Wygmans 
about the case. 
Wygmans requested 
the case be reviewed 
by an “outside, 
objective” state’s 
attorney’s office, and 
the case was referred 
to Washington County 
State’s Attorney Rory 
Thibault.

Baker said she contacted the 
alleged victim on March 3, to 
follow up on the case. Baker said 
the woman “expressed extreme 
reluctance” in participating in any 
investigation involving Newton 
because she “did not trust the 
police” and “firmly believed 
Newton has the ability to influence 
this investigation,” Baker states in 
her affidavit.

But the woman agreed to stay in 
touch with Baker, and contacted 
her on May 18. She said she was 
concerned with her safety and that 
of her children, but would consult 
with a lawyer about possibly being 
interviewed by Vermont State 

Police.
THE RELATIONSHIP

On June 16, Baker met with the 
woman, her sister and her attorney. 
The woman told investigators 
she’d been dating Newton since 
December 2021, and that she had 
initially sought him out in his 
role as sheriff to “help her with 
problems with the father of her 
children,” according to Baker’s 
affidavit.

“Newton told (her) he would 
investigate (her former partner’s) 
continued actions toward her, and 
she would be safe with him,” reads 
the Baker affidavit.

The woman told police she and 
Newton began communicating 
often. That feeling of safety, she 
told police, led to her trusting 
Newton.

“(She) advised Newton 
represented ‘safety’ to her and she 
trusted him everywhere except the 
bedroom,” Baker stated through the 
affidavit. “(She) advised ‘she now 
knows that Newton used his job 
and his position as sheriff to find 
her and groom her for the purpose 
of sexually assaulting her.’”

The woman said she agreed to let 
expire a relief from abuse (RFA) 
order against her former partner 
because “she believed that Newton 
would keep her safe.”

But when the woman dropped the 
RFA, she claimed Newton started 
to “go further” with some of their 
physical encounters, according to 
court records. In the court records 
the woman — who told police 
she was a sexual assault survivor 

before meeting Newton — offers 
details of alleged alcohol-fueled 
incidents that included restraints 
and painful activity.

The woman told investigators 
that Newton claimed to “know 
people in high places” that could 
“hurt her.”

“She said Newton told her no 
one would believe her, 
and no one would do 
anything if she came 
forward to report this 
information,” Baker 
states in her affidavit. 
“She said Newton told 
her ‘she was crazy’ and 
she ‘dreamt it.’

Conviction on any 
one of the felony counts 
that Newton faces 
would carry a penalty 
of at least three years in 
prison and/or a fine of 
up to $25,000.
HIGH BAILIFF

Per state statute, the county’s 
high bailiff must step in for the 
sheriff if that person is unable to 
fulfill their duties. Silberman, who 
is also a lawyer, on Tuesday issued 
the following statement about 
Newton’s arrest:

“This morning, Addison 
County Sheriff Peter Newton 
was arrested on charges of sexual 
assault, unlawful restraint, and 
domestic assault. Sheriff Newton is 
currently in police custody pending 
arraignment, scheduled for later 
today. Pursuant to 24 V.S.A. §333, 
I will serve as Acting Sheriff so 
long as Sheriff Newton remains in 

custody.
“Earlier this afternoon, I 

spoke with lead Deputy Sergeant 
Michael Elmore, whose duties 
include general administration 
of the Addison County Sheriff’s 
Department. Sgt. Elmore assured 
me that the ACSD will continue to 
provide all necessary services to 

the county during this 
difficult time.

“I anticipate that 
Sheriff Newton will be 
released from custody 
this evening after his 
arraignment, at which 
point, under state law, 
he will automatically 
resume his elected 
office.

“Like all people 
charged with crimes, 
Sheriff Newton 
deserves a presumption 

of innocence pending trial and 
conviction. However, it is simply 
impossible for Sheriff Newton to 
continue serving the community in 
a law enforcement capacity under 
the cloud of these very serious 
charges.

“Accordingly, I am calling for 
Sheriff Newton to immediately 
resign from office.”

Newton’s term in office has been 
marked by an at-times acrimonious 
relationship with other local police 
and municipal officials.

Soon after being elected, he 
ended the Addison County Unit for 
Special Investigation’s tenancy in 
the sheriff’s department building, 
saying he hoped his department 

could provide those services itself. 
Last summer, Newton and 

Brandon officials publicly squared 
off about the provision of evidence 
after an ACSD deputy has issued 
a speeding ticket to the son of the 
Brandon town manager.

In 2020, Newton and one of his 
deputies, Brent Newton, accused 
Vergennes Police Chief George 
Merkel of mis-assigning hours 
he was working for the city to 
the Governor’s Highway Safety 
Program, and that he had also 
failed to keep complete data on 
the racial identities of those his 
department dealt with in traffic 
stops. A state police review of 
evidence culminated in Merkel 
being cleared of the allegations.

Around the same time Vergennes 
police and the sheriff’s department 
were competing for a contract to 
enforce traffic laws in Ferrisburgh. 
Newton also said he would launch 
an interagency co-operative 
network to improve social services 
delivery — an effort that looked 
remarkably like an effort Merkel 
had already been leading through 
the Vergennes Police Department.

Anyone with information that 
may be relevant to the state police 
investigation of Newton is asked to 
contact the VSP Bureau of Criminal 
Investigations at 802-524-5993. 
Tips also may be submitted online 
anonymously vsp.vermont.gov/
tipsubmit.

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

TWO VERMONT STATE Police officers and their cruisers wait outside the home of Peter Newton on Tuesday afternoon while other officials 
search the residence.

Independent photo/John S. McCright

in-town users and a water base rate 
of $73 per quarter for out-of-town 
users. The panel also approved a 
usage rate of $4 per 1,000 gallons 
for in-town users, and $4.27 per 
1,000 gallons for out-of-town users 
for FY23.

Based on a typical residential 
user — assuming a quarterly 
consumption of 9,300 gallons of 
water — the new rates will bump 
that household’s bill by roughly 
$3.21 per quarter, according to 
Middlebury Public Works Planning 
Director Dan Werner.

At the same time, the board 
endorsed a new wastewater base 
rate of $36 per quarter and a usage 
rate of $7.09 per 1,000 gallons for 
FY23. This new rate is expected 
to add $3.40 to the quarterly bill 
of the average residential user, 
Werner noted.

So, all told, the new water and 

sewer rates are expected to add 
a combined total of $6.61 to the 
average household.

Werner outlined a litany of causes 
for the hikes, including increased 
costs for maintaining water mains 
($19,000), a dedication to set aside 
another $108,000 to help fund 
future water system upgrades, and 
increase ($18,887) in wastewater 
department workers’ benefits, a 
$58,700 bump in supply costs at 
the sewer plant, and a boost of 
$42,000 in biosolids operating 
supplies.

Werner also noted that while the 
town just paid off its 1999 bond for 
the sewer plant, the facility needs 
major upgrades, and the FY23 
wastewater budget includes a set-
aside of $375,000 to help bankroll 
capital improvements.

In other action on Tuesday, 
Middlebury selectboard members:

• Agreed to write a letter of 
support for EcoGlobal Middlebury, 
a company seeking to build a 
facility in Middlebury’s industrial 
park that would repurpose 
post-consumer plastics into 
such utilitarian things as ground-
access and temporary platforms, 
permeable parking, curbing, speed 
bumps, shipping pallets and beach 
access matts

Caleb Rick of EcoGlobal told 
the selectboard on Tuesday he 
wanted another vote of confidence 
as he seeks financing for the new 
Middlebury facility, which has 
been in the works for almost a 
decade. The new plant, according to 
company publicity, would annually 
divert an estimated 114,817,000 
points of plastics from landfills 
by producing more than 400,000 
of its EkoPolimer mats, 275,000 
shipping pallets, and other items.

The company is looking to have a 
Middlebury workforce of 300, and 
Rick told the selectboard he hopes 
to fill many of those slots with 
folks from “marginalized groups, 
who have challenges returning to 
the workplace, who need that extra 
bit of help.” He specifically listed 
“folks recovering from substance 
or domestic abuse, former 
prisoners, refugees, veterans and 
others who are facing mental or 
physical challenges.”

The selectboard voted 
unanimously (with three of 
the seven members absent), to 
affirm its support of EcoGlobal’s 
Middlebury plans. 

• Agreed to award an easement 
through town property to allow 
the owners of 3 Mill St. to access 
service from Vermont Gas. But the 
board also made note of concerns 
raised by Ross Conrad — a 

longtime resident and member of 
Middlebury’s Energy Committee 
— that in the future, those seeking 
town easements for fossil fuel 
service be asked if they’d looked 
into heat pumps or other renewable 
energy sources before deciding on 
natural gas.

Conrad noted Middlebury’s 
progress committing to a CO2 
reduction off 80% by 2030, a 
strategy that’s included replacing 
municipal vehicles with hybrid 
models and building a net-zero 
energy municipal building.

“When we approve fossil fuel 
infrastructure, we take a step 
backward…” Conrad said.

Selectboard members said they’d 
consider Conrad’s suggestion, but 
in the meantime approved the 3 
Mill St. request.

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

“(The alleged 
victim) 
advised ‘she 
now knows 
that Newton 
used his 
job and his 
position as 
sheriff to 
find her and 
groom her for 
the purpose 
of sexually 
assaulting 
her.’”

— Det. Sgt. 
Angela Baker

Middlebury sets water rates, approves EcoGlobal’s plans

State police 
searched 
Newton’s 
Middlebury 
home for 
possible 
additional 
evidence 
on Tuesday 
afternoon.
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Climate matters Perspectives on Change

ADDISON COUNTY — 
Vermont State Police raced to 
a Greenbush Road home in 
Ferrisburgh at a little after 6 p.m. 
this past Sunday, June 26, to stop 
an altercation that was reportedly 
taking place there. 

Troopers investigated and 
determined that Brandon Bothwell, 
33, of Ferrisburgh had physically 
assaulted an intimate partner 
during the incident. Police arrested 
Bothwell without incident, took 

him to 
the New 
H a v e n 
state police 
b a r r a c k s 

and cited him for first-degree 
aggravated domestic assault. 

Per order of the court, they 
lodged Bothwell at the Northwest 
Regional Correctional Facility with 
bail set at $10,000.

In other recent activity, troopers: 
• On June 21 reported that at a 

little before 11 a.m. that morning 
members of The Howard Center 
had found a Waltham man with 
Alzheimer’s Disease who had been 
reported missing a day earlier. 
Police said Robert Companion, 70, 
was found in the area of Pearl and 
St. Paul streets in Burlington.

• On June 21 at around 10 minutes 
before 7 p.m. responded to a report 
of a crash involving a Toyota Prius 
and a dump truck at the intersection 
of Route 116 North and Meehan 
Road in Bristol. State police 
report that Gavin Kouwenhoven, 
18, of Bristol was driving a Prius 
westbound on Meehan Road 
at the same time that Adam 
LaFountain, 41, of Starksboro was 
driving a Freightliner dump truck 
northbound on Route 116. Police 
allege that Kouwenhoven entered 
the intersection without stopping at 
the stop sign, causing a sideswipe 
collision.

No one was injured in the crash, 
but the Prius was totaled and the 
dump truck sustained front-end 
damage. Bristol Fire and Bristol 
Rescue assisted state police at the 
scene. 

Police issued a traffic ticket for 
failing to obey a stop sign.

• On June 24 at a little before 
7:30 p.m. responded to a motorcycle 
crash at the intersection of Route 
116 and Hunt Farm Road in Bristol. 
Police said that Cody Gaylor, 33, of 
Pawlet was driving a 2009 BMW 
R1200GS solo northbound on 
Route 116 when he went around 
a corner and lost control of his 
motorcycle, crossing the center line 
and going into a ditch, before going 
air born with the motorcycle.

Bristol Rescue Squad took 
Gaylord to UVM Medical Center 
to be treated for neck and head 
injury.

The motorcycle sustained minor 
damage.

Police said neither speed nor 
impairment were contributing 
factors in this crash.

The Bristol Fire Department 
helped out at the scene.

• On June 24 at 10:13 p.m. saw 
a vehicle southbound on Route 
7 in Salisbury at an excessive 
speed. Troopers attempted to stop 
the vehicle, which fled south on 
Route 7 at speeds of over 100 mph, 
passing multiple other vehicles on 
the left with extreme recklessness 
and did not stop. Troopers did not 
pursue the vehicle.

But state police later identified 
the driver as Makayla Kimball, 21, 
of Middlebury, and they took her 
into custody on June 25. In addition 
to giving her multiple traffic tickets, 
police cited Kimball for eluding 
police, grossly negligent driving 
and speeding. 

• On June 25 at one minute 
before 5 p.m. answered a call to an 
address on Ethan Allen Highway in 
New Haven a reported trespasser. 
State police cited Christopher 
Bingham, 60 of New Haven for 
unlawful trespass.

• On June 28 arrested Peter 
Newton, 50, of Middlebury 
and cited him for sexual assault 
(substantial impairment), sexual 
assault (fear of imminent bodily 
injury), second-degree unlawful 
restraint and domestic assault. 
The charges followed a Feb. 
26 domestic disturbance call at 
Newton’s home. 

Newton is the Addison County 
sheriff.

See the full story on Page 1A.

Police rush
to stop a 
reported
altercation

Police Log
Vt. State

22nd in a series
By RICHARD HOPKINS

What can we learn from public 
health campaigns that will help us 
make progress on climate-change 
prevention? 

As a society, we have previously 
made good progress against several 
apparently intractable problems: 
youth and adult tobacco use, 
motor vehicle crash fatalities, 
cervical cancer fatalities, childhood 
infectious diseases, tuberculosis. 
We implemented multifaceted, 
evidence-based campaigns and 
vigorous measurement of progress. 
I will use anti-tobacco campaigns 
as an example.

Making major change in tobacco 
use has required both thousands 
of individual actions to quit or 
reduce tobacco use and numerous 
policy changes that encourage 
non-smoking behaviors (like 
higher taxes or smoking bans in 
restaurants). Success in a campaign 
to drastically reduce our use of fossil 
fuels will similarly happen when 
many thousands of individuals 
and organizations make decisions 
that move us there. The decisions 
will be both direct (like replacing 
an aging fossil fuel boiler with an 
electric heat pump), and indirect 
(like making sure electric vehicle 
chargers are everywhere). 

Successful anti-tobacco 
campaigns have included elements 
that rely on financial incentives 

(like tobacco tax rate increases), 
direct regulation (like proof of 
age for tobacco purchase) and 
persuasion and education (like 
school curriculum, mass media 
campaigns, or doctor’s advice to 
quit). All of these measures work 
together to change social norms 
around tobacco use, so that it is 
no longer cool or even socially 
acceptable to be a smoker. 

The basic model that public 
health workers carry around in 
their head is that people are all at 
various points along a spectrum 
of tobacco use. The spectrum 
stretches from confirmed smokers, 
through smokers thinking about 
quitting, smokers trying to cut 
down, smokers who have already 
attempted to quit, people who 
have quit and are maintaining their 
tobacco-free status, and never-
smokers. Some people who have 
never smoked are firm in their 
resolution, while others think that 
they might or will start someday. 

A public health approach, at a 
community level, is to try to align 
all the social, economic and legal 
incentives and reinforcements 
so that they help smokers move 
along the path to quitting, and help 
committed non-smokers stay that 
way. We want people who are trying 
to quit to get positive reinforcement 
at every turn. People’s individual 
decision-making about tobacco use 
happens in a community context, 

and also shapes that 
context for others.

You can 
probably see 
the analogy to 
cl imate-change 
p r e v e n t i o n . 
We need both 
individual decisions 
and community context. 
Our warming planet is the 
greatest public health crisis humans 
have ever faced. 

A quick summary of the biggest 
greenhouse gas reduction strategy 
is: 

Electrify everything and 
decarbonize the electricity! 

Or, even more concisely, no new 
fossil fuel machines!

For financial incentives and 
regulation designed to reduce 
greenhouse gas production, most of 
the action is at the state and federal 
levels. Education and persuasion 
are really important at the local 
level. We all can work in our 
homes, schools, workplaces and 
towns to make needed changes in 
fossil fuel use and to shift people’s 
decisions away from fossil fuel use. 
You can make a difference with 
specific projects, and importantly 
you can also help to move 
community norms toward favoring 
such decisions. You can be alert to 
opportunities yourself to do things 
like:

• When it’s time, replace your 

How to start an anti-carbon campaign gasoline or diesel car or 
truck, and your gas 

lawnmower and 
other equipment, 
with electric 
equivalents.

• Tighten 
up and insulate 
your home.

• When 
it’s time, replace 

your home or 
business fossil fuel 

heating system with cold-
climate electric heat pumps.

• Talk to your school board 
members and administrators about 
replacing fossil fuel building 
heating systems with electric heat 
pumps when they need replacing. 

• Also talk to them about finding 
a school bus contractor who will 
transition to electric buses. 

• Talk to your selectboard 
members and town managers 
about getting to net-zero: heat 
municipal buildings with heat 
pumps, weatherize them and 
replace worn-out gas and diesel 
vehicles and equipment with 
electric equivalents.

• Share your electrification 
success stories with anyone who 
will listen. 

• Support local projects to 
generate fully renewable electricity 
or do it yourself. 

• Talk to school boards and 
selectboards about building or 
buying into their own renewable 
electric-generating capability. 

• Elect local and state officials 

who are committed to moving us 
all to energy net-zero.

• If you are fortunate enough 
to have investments, move your 
money out of fossil-fuel-intensive 
businesses.

Other kinds of actions are 
also worthwhile: household and 
commercial recycling, supporting 
local farms, avoiding unnecessary 
fossil-fueled travel, mowing 
less of your lawn and letting the 
forest grow back, planting trees 
along the edges of wetlands and 
streams, speaking up to prioritize 
pedestrians and cyclists when local 
roadway and sidewalk decisions 
are being made. 

But the big-ticket items are to 
replace our fossil-fuel machines 
and equipment with electric 
equivalents and to make sure our 
electricity is as carbon-free as 
possible. You can make a difference 
both by your own decisions and 
by creating a context in which it 
will be easier for others to make 
similar decisions. If we attack 
problems with sustained, long-
term, evidence-based, multifaceted 
actions, like those from successful 
public health campaigns, we will 
make important changes over time. 

Dr. Richard Hopkins is a retired 
public health official. He spent 
35 years in several state health 
departments as an epidemiologist 
and program manager. He is a 
member of the Middlebury Energy 
Committee and sits on the board 
of the Climate Economy Action 
Center of Addison County.
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Marble Trail Financial proudly 
applauds Megan Mandigo for 
passing the Series 65 exam and 
becoming a licensed investment 
advisor. Megan joins Skylar 
Atkins EA, Lela McCa� rey 
CPA, CFP, and Principals Don 
Devost and Matt Wootten, as 
the newest member of Marble 
Trail’s growing team of advisors. 
Please congratulate Megan 
when you see her!

tel (802) 388-6300  |  fax (802) 989-7569
email info@marbletrail.com

5 Court Street, 2nd Floor, Middlebury VT 05753

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — When 

Kentucky fi rm Education & 
Training Resources took over 
Northlands Job Corps in 2018, the 
once high-performing vocational 
training center overseen by the U.S. 
Department of Labor had slid to the 
bottom of the DOL’s rankings of 
the 117 such centers 
nationwide. 

A c c o r d i n g 
to Education & 
Training Resources 
(ETR) President 
Brian Fox and 
Northlands Center 
Director Michael 
Dooley, four 
years later the 
Vergennes center 
for disadvantaged 
youths stands 
at 14th after a 
steady rise in those 
rankings.

The DOL 
measures its centers, 
which are managed 
by private fi rms contracted by the 
department, by criteria such as 
academic performance, retention of 
students, percentage of completers 
and graduates’ success in the 
workplace once they leave the 
program. 

Fox and Dooley said Northlands’ 
rise in the rankings is thanks 
largely to strong performance by 
its completers in fi nding work and 
earning competitive wages. 

“Job Corps is all about, ‘Did you 
get placed in a job?’ Our greatest 
success is in that,” Dooley said. 
“Did you get a job in what we 
trained you in, and what wage did 
you make? Were you still working 
six months and 12 months later?”

The DOL rewarded ETR, which 
exists solely to operate Job Corps 
centers and now manages nine, 
with a new fi ve-year, $56 million 
contract to operate Northlands, 
effective June 1. It consists of two 

years essentially guaranteed, with 
three option years. 

That arrangement marks the fi rst 
time a Northlands contractor has 
won back-to-back arrangements for 
at least a decade. At times during 
the past three decades the center 
has struggled with discipline issues 
and academic performance.

The center offers 
instruction in auto 
tech, construction 
t e c h n o l o g i e s , 
c o o k i n g , 
certifi ed medical 
assistant, offi ce 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 
urban forestry, 
welding and 
advanced welding. 

Graduates can 
pursue advanced 
courses at other 
centers and receive 
up to a year of job 
placement services 
after graduation.

Fox said he has 
learned in his years 

of experience that the new contract 
award will allow consistency for 
Northlands, which will in turn 
continue to benefi t students and 
programs at the center.

“It means a lot to us because 
stability at a center, particularly at 
a center that has been challenged, is 
critically important,” Fox said. 
MORE VERMONTERS

One area of success for ETR 
has been recruitment of Vermont 
students. Dooley said about 45% 
of the center’s students are now 
Vermonters, a number that was 
higher a few weeks ago before a 
number of state residents completed 
their training.

Northlands operators have for 
decades tried and failed to increase 
Vermont student numbers, which 
remained stuck between roughly 
15% and 30%. 

Fox and Dooley said ETR amped 
up in-state recruitment by focusing 

on social media, adding recruiters 
and making a more consistent effort 
to reach out to high schools, career 
centers, businesses and business 
leaders, all to emphasize what 
Northlands can do for both students 
and businesses who right now are 
working hard to fi nd employees. 

Dooley cited legwork.
“We’ve got three outreach 

admissions people. They go 
everywhere,” he said.

Northlands’ growing welding 
offerings have also proven to be 
major draws and employment 
sources for students, they said. 

“We’ve done really well with that 
program, especially with placement 
and wages,” Dooley said. 
DEALING WITH COVID

The overall numbers of students 
remain low, however, due to 
COVID-19 protocols dictated 
by the DOL, following CDC 
recommendations. There are just 
over 70 students now on center, 
and the new contract calls for an 
increase over the summer to 127. 

COVID has posed a series of 
challenges to Northlands. When the 
pandemic fi rst struck, Job Corps 
centers nationwide had to teach 
online. Students left Northlands 
in March 2020 and didn’t start 
returning until April 2021. 

The DOL bought 
Chromebooks for 
Job Corps students, 
and Northlands 
educators, most of 
them accustomed to 
hands-on vocational 
education, adapted 
to the best of their 
abilities.

“We created 
through Google 
Classroom a lot of 
stuff. A lot of it was 
good because they 
were able to just say, 
‘Hey, there’s this YouTube video. 
Go look at this for Auto,’” Dooley 
said. “But it’s just not the same, and 

“All we do is Job 
Corps, and we 
know how to 
do it. And it’s a 
great program if 
it’s run right.”  
— Northlands Center 

Director Michael 
Dooley

“(The new 
contract) means 
a lot to us 
because stability 
at a center, 
particularly at a 
center that has 
been challenged, 
is critically 
important.”  

— ETR President 
Brian Fox

EDUCATIONAL TRAINING RESOURCES President Brian Fox (left), 
whose company operates nine Job Corps centers, and Northlands Job 
Corps Center Director Michael Dooley say the Vergennes vocational 
training center has performed well since ETR took it over in 2018. 
The company has just won a new fi ve-year contract from the U.S. 
Department of Labor to operate Northlands.

Independent photo/Andy Kirkaldy

Northlands Job Corps on the upswing
By MARIN HOWELL 

MONKTON — Exploratory 
discussions about operating the 
Monkton General Store through a 
Community Supported Enterprise 
model recently fell through. 
Residents leading those talks 
with the property owners learned 
they could not afford to meet the 
sellers’ purchase price and bring the 
building on Monkton Ridge up to 
code. 

Monkton resident Kevin Lambert 
and selectboard member Stephen 
Pilcher were among those on the ad-
havoc committee leading informal 
discussions about what options 
Monkton residents had to reimagine 
the use of the general store property. 

Current owners Darcee and Sam 
Alderman ceased operating the 
building as a general store at the end 
of 2019 after weathering years of the 
challenges that come with running a 
small-town country store. The store 
has been serving as the location 
of the Alderman family business, 
Alderman’s Chocolate, since then. 

But the Aldermans are currently 
in the process of selling the property 
and relocating. 

When Pilcher found out in January 
that the Aldermans were looking to 
sell, he began working with a group 
of community members to see 
what other Monkton residents were 
interested in doing (or not doing) 
with the property. The group held 
its 1st meeting Mar. 11, with 20 
residents in person and on Zoom. 

By that point, Lambert had 
joined in the effort to hold these 
discussions, which he said were 
meant to see what other residents 
wanted for the 231 Monkton Ridge 
property.

“I would love to see a general 
store there or something there on 
the ridge. I think that’d be good for 
the community. But I just wanted to 
know what my neighbors thought, 
and that was the purpose of these 
discussions, to fi nd out what your 
neighbors think,” said Lambert.  

The group invited president of 
Preservation Trust of Vermont Ben 
Doyle to outline what options a 
Community Supported Enterprise, 
or CSE, would give residents and 
what would need to take place 
for that process to work. The 
Preservation Trust of Vermont is 
a nonprofi t that works to preserve 
community infrastructure in towns 
throughout Vermont. 

Through the Trust’s CSE model, 
community members can reimagine 
the infrastructure in their community 
and have control over what services 
that infrastructure provides them. 
Under a CSE, the community funds 
and runs that infrastructure until it is 
purchased by a private investor. 

Lambert said he appreciated the 
work Doyle and the Preservation 
Trust of Vermont have done in the 
state’s communities, and that was 
a big reason why the group invited 
him to educate interested Monkton 
residents. 

“He’s another person who brought 
together a lot of people to try to fi nd 
common, universal standards of 
need within communities, and these 
discussions were modeled on that,” 
Lambert said. 

To further gauge interest about 
pursuing a CSE, Lambert and 
other members of this ad-havoc 
committee sent out a survey to 
Monkton residents. 

Lambert said he received a lot 
of unexpected backlash from the 
community due to a survey question 
that asked about townspeople’s 
willingness to use a share of the 
town’s American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) funds to purchase and 
renovate the general store under a 
CSE model. 

“When I put this question out 
seeking data points, instead of just 
getting responses back or just more 
questions, I started a snowball 
effect,” said Lambert.  

He said the discourse that 
resulted from the survey were 
largely negative and complicated 
the group’s efforts to see what 
community members wanted out 
of the property. However, the real 
obstacle for any pursuit of a CSE 
model arose when committee 
members discovered how much 
it would cost to bring the building 
up to code and make necessary 
renovations to the property. 

Pilcher paid for a preliminary 
inspection of the property and three 
local builders offered their informal 
estimate: $106,000 for rehabilitating 
the building added to the $375,000 
purchase price, plus another 
$500,000 for additional renovations, 
such as streetscaping needed to make 
it safe and accessible. 

Though these were only estimates, 
the calculations left community 
members with nearly $1 million to 
raise to purchase and renovate the 
property. And they would have only 
fi ve months, to meet a deadline set 
by the owners. In addition to raising 
funds, the community would also 
have to create both a management 
structure to accept these funds and a 
plan for restoring the infrastructure. 

Pilcher said they realized there 
would not be a way to complete the 
process of a CSE in time. 

“When we started, we had a 
vision of how long it would take 
and what the level of enthusiasm for 
that was, but I think at the bottom 
line, we were under a time frame 
of when the owners wanted to put 
the property on the market and 
realistically that’s not a timeline that 
you can do a project like this in,” 
said Pilcher. 

Pilcher notifi ed the owners 
that the community had ceased 
discussions on pursuing a CSE for 
the property, and the Aldermans are 
now looking to sell privately or list 
the property with a broker. 

Despite the inability to bring plans 
for a CSE to fruition, Lambert said 
he doesn’t believe the committee’s 
efforts were unsuccessful, and that 
if they accomplished one thing 
it was introducing community 
members to the importance of 
town infrastructure and the options 
they have in maintaining that 
infrastructure. 

“Our efforts were not wasted, 
because we’ve planted a seed,” said 
Lambert. “We know that there’s a 
lot of interest, we know that there’s 
a lot of positive interest. So really it 
started to open up a conversation.” 

Monkton community 
won’t buy general store 

 ANTIQUES  •  JEWELRY
PUZZLES & BOARD GAMES
WHITE ELEPHANT ITEMS

 LINENS • GARDEN
CHILDREN’S ITEMS & TOYS

 HOMEMADE PIES
SILENT AUCTION 

HAND SQUEEZED LEMONADE
MEXICAN FOOD

SPORTING GOODS

OVER $22,000
WENT TO SUPPORT
LOCAL CHARITABLE 
EFFORTS LAST YEAR

For more information visit 
STSTEPHENSMIDD.ORG

Saturday, July 9, 2022 
9:00 AM-1:00 PM

most of our students are hands-on 
learners.”

Even after students returned in 
2021 problems persisted. 

“We had a few times when we 
kind of went on lockdown for 
COVID because levels were high or 
we had some positives, and we had 
to do virtual from the dorms. And 
again, it’s not the best,” Dooley 
said. 

Still, he said, with safe dorm 
and educational spaces tailored to 
guidance from the DOL and CDC, 
students began to make normal 
progress with the return to hands-
on education.  

“We were able to do in-person 
learning, especially in the trades,” 
Dooley said. “We just cut the 
number of students in a trade at any 
given time.”

Now as CDC guidelines ease, the 
campus has just abandoned its strict 
masking policy, and ETR offi cials 
hope to continue to grow the student 
count after September to once again 
reach the center’s historic level of 
around 220.

The good news, Fox and Dooley 
said, is throughout the pandemic 
the center has been able to retain 
the core of its veteran educational 
staff.

“There are phenomenal Job 
Corps staff at this 
center,” Fox said. 
“The training is 
top-notch.”

Fox said staff 
who understand 
and can meet 
the Job Corps 
mission of helping 
d i s a d v a n t a g e d 
youths is vital.

“ ( S t u d e n t s ) 
have some 
challenges Job 
Corps intends to 
help them address 

and resolve and leave here with a 
career path,” Fox said. “Our staff is 
critically important.”

Northlands is also close to being 
fully staffed despite the tight 
labor market. Currently the center 
employs about 100, with a dozen 
vacancies, mostly in food service, 
security and dorm supervision, Fox 
said.  

Fox added Northlands continues 
to be an economic generator for the 
area, with the $56 million contract 
on top of salaries also resulting in 
about $3 million a year of regional 
purchases.
LOOKING AHEAD

Fox said it is also important 
to ETR — and the DOL — for 
the center operator to be a good 
neighbor. ETR has been a welcome 
presence in the city, according to 
Vergennes offi cials over the past 
few years, and in 2020 and 2021 
paid the city $51,000 for services 
from its police department.

Those services, Fox said, were 
for work such as student outreach 
and mentoring and staff training. 
The deal has expired, and ETR and 
city offi cials have yet to discuss a 
new arrangement.

Fox said ETR is ready to at least 
chat about it. 

“We will meet with the city 
manager and chief of police and 
talk about how we can support the 
community,” he said. 

Fox said the DOL insists on strong 
relationships between centers and 
their hosts, and that local offi cials 
sent so many letters of support for 
ETR that it was diffi cult to choose 
which of them to include with 
ETR’s contract presentation. 

“We were overwhelmed with the 
amount of support,” Fox said. “I 
think that was an integral part of the 
DOL’s decision as well.”

Fox and Dooley hope also to, 
in Dooley’s words, “change the 
narrative” that at times surrounded 
Northlands — to make what it 
can offer more widely understood. 
What ETR has done, he claimed, 
is make the program a viable 
career pathway by adding more 
programs and choices, making 
more connections with employers 
and improving the campus culture.

“If they (potential Vermont 
students) knew about Job Corps in 
the past, it was a negative view of 
it,” Dooley said. “All we do is Job 
Corps, and we know how to do it. 
And it’s a great program if it’s run 
right.”

He hopes more young people 
in Addison County and Vermont 
see Northlands as an opportunity. 
Vermont high school students can 
receive free vocational training if 
eligible, and if they live in the area 
they can commute.

“You don’t have a bill when 
you’re done with us,” Dooley said. 
“I’m still paying off my college 
loans.”SPREAD THE WORD Email it to:

news@addisonindependent.com
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Sunday July 10th at 7:00 for 2 sets
Kaleta & Super Yamba Band

Monday July 11th at 8:30 
Rani Arbo & daisy mayhem 

Wednesday July 13th at 7:00 for 2 sets
Radio Free Honduras

Tuesday July 12th at 8:30
É.T.É

See our ad in today’s Arts+Leisure for a full line-up | Info: 802-239-1976 | festivalonthegreen.org

FOODAROO!FOODAROO!

For anyone who was hungry, 
hankered from some good music 
or just wanted to get outside 
and hang out with a couple 
hundred good people, Sunday’s 
Seventh Annual Foodaroo event 
in Middlebury’s Marble Works 
surely hit the spot. The Middlebury 
UndergrounD (MUD)-sponsored 
dinner party featured 20 food 
trucks or tents, alcohol tasting from 
fi ve vendors, a pie-baking contest 
(congratulations, Anya Hardy-
Mittel) and dancing to the tunes 
of the Barbacoa Band, Purple, 
and the West African Drummers 
and Dancers. And the food? It was 
excellent.

Photos by John S. McCright and 
Jonathan Blake

Hot fun
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resource hub at 75 Main St., which 
will mark its 100th birthday in 2024.

The town has formed an “Ilsley 
100 Project Team” in charge of 
coordinating the planning efforts for 
a more modern and spacious library. 
A pre-pandemic study performed 
by Burlington architect Gossens 
Bachman outlined an upgrade list for 
the Ilsley that includes waterproofing 
the entire perimeter of the original 
1924 structure; modernizing the 
space, now characterized by fixed 
walls and stacks, low ceilings 
and support columns; repairing a 
poorly-lit children’s area that suffers 
from ground water leaks, mold 
and a broken wastewater system 
that causes offensive odors; and 
installing a service 
area for teens and 
tweens.

In 2017, 
Ilsley trustees 
r e c o m m e n d e d 
an overall $9.6 
million project, a 
price tag that town 
leaders at the time 
didn’t feel they 
could bring to local 
taxpayers. But 
acknowledging 
the library’s 
needs are very 
real and need to 
be addressed, the 
selectboard last 
year agreed to re-
boot the planning 
process for a major 
Ilsley project. 
That undertaking 
has gained new 
urgency this year 
with news that the library’s boiler 
needs to be replaced, and Ilsley 
officials don’t want to simply 
install a new system into a deficient 
building.

“The estimated price (four months 
ago) was a little over $1 million, and 
we’d have to relocate out of the 
building here to make that work,” 
Hart said of the cost and implications 
of a new heating ventilation and air 
conditioning system. “So we decided 
to do everything we could too solve 
the HVAC problem through this 
larger project.”

The Ilsley 100 team includes 
nine local residents with expertise 
in library functions, architecture, 
banking, municipal government, 
building and fundraising. The team 
recently named Jim Gish to be its 
information conduit to the public. 
Gish concluded a six-year stint 
as town liaison to Middlebury’s 
downtown tunnel project. He’ll 
maintain a blog with regular email 
blasts, as he did with the tunnel 
project.

Ilsley 100 members have met 
eight times since March, reviewing 
past studies of the library’s needs, 
visiting other libraries in Vermont, 
and checking out proven library 
designs. The panel’s agenda also 
includes “tell me tours” of the library, 
to get feedback from patrons; and 
community outreach through media, 
including Hart’s regular “Building 
the Library of the Future” column in 

the Independent.
McVeigh updated the selectboard 

on Tuesday about the Ilsley 100 
team’s to-do list this summer, 
which includes assessing the 
library’s spacial needs, developing 
a “strategic matrix” of library 
priorities to aid in decision-making, 
hiring a professional to help with 
preliminary cost estimates for a 
project and engaging an architect to 
develop plans — after town officials 
choose from several project design 
directions.

That choice will be pivotal, 
McVeigh stressed. Ilsley project 
options at this point, according to 
McVeigh, include renovating and 
expanding the building; renovating 
and repairing, plus adding a 

n o n - a d j a c e n t 
annex for more 
square footage; 
renovating and 
expanding on a 
larger footprint, 
possibly toward 
the Otter Creek; 
and relocating the 
library within an 
alternate site in 
the downtown, 
while finding an 
“adaptive reuse” 
for the current 
structure at 75 
Main St.

McVeigh noted 
the magnitude of 
the project will 
depend on several 
factors, including 
funding, the 
library’s square 
footage needs, 
suitability of the 

site, and the community’s aspirations 
for library services. Those services 
have evolved during the past 10-20 
years, as libraries have shifted from 
simply being book repositories to 
include online services, hubs for 
internet service and community 
meetings, and the loan of diverse 
offerings that range from E-bikes to 
board games.

“We want to be flexible, we don’t 
know what libraries are going to 
look like in the future,” McVeigh 
said, adding the library’s makeover 
will need to be harmonious with 
Middlebury’s 2020 downtown 
master plan.

Library officials said they’ll work 
diligently to secure grants, as well 
as public and private donations, 
to minimize the amount of project 
costs that taxpayers would be asked 
to absorb through a bond. They 
promised a capital campaign and 
applications for state and federal 
appropriations, as well as energy 
efficiency incentives.

“It’s pretty clear to us that we’re 
going to need multiple sources 
of funding for this to happen,” 
McVeigh said.

Hart and McVeigh said the public 
will have numerous opportunities to 
shape the Ilsley 100 project through 
their feedback. All of the Ilsley 100 
team’s meetings are public.

For more information about the 
Ilsley Project 100 Team’s work, log 
on to tinyurl.com/4nmdatrk.

Ilsley
(Continued from Page 1A)

“We want to be 
flexible, we don’t 
know what libraries 
are going to look like 
in the future.”

— Joe McVeigh

Getz and Chief Operating Officer 
Zeke Davisson had few specifics to 
offer on the makeup of the housing 
project, but they’re hoping to 
create an equal mix of affordable/
workforce and market-rate units.

The number of affordable units 
will be capped by the amount 
of resources Summit secures to 
subsidize that segment of the 
project, according to Getz.

“Our broad-brush vision would 
be about half market rate, half with 
some affordability restrictions,” 
Getz said. “If we were able to 
win all the grants that allowed us 
to make 50% of this community 
affordable… I think that would be 
fantastic.”

Project details will be shaped 
during the next few months based 
in part on success in winning state/
federal grants and on community 
feedback, officials said.

Plans call for Summit to begin 
the Act 250 and local permitting 
processes for their project this fall.

In early April, Middlebury 
College announced its collaboration 
with Summit on what was pegged 
as a $40 million effort to build 
around 100 units of affordable and 
market-rate units on the 35-acre 
parcel, which is east of Seminary 
Street Extension’s intersection 
with Washington Street, generally 
at the northern end of Valley View 
Road — between Seminary Street 
Extension and Peterson Terrace.

The college bought the property, 
which had been for sale for several 
years, from Marjorie Mooney for 
$1.5 million. The institution will 
sell it to Summit in increments as 
the company develops the property 
in phases.

“Any apartment or for-sale 
home that we build using a subsidy 
that’s a workforce home, an 
affordable rental — we’re paying a 
below-market price for that land,” 
Davisson said. “So really, the 
college’s involvement at this point 
is subsidizing the land purchase 
for affordable development here in 
Middlebury.”

Middlebury College, the county’s 
largest employer, has been looking 
for ways to make housing, child 
care and other vital resources more 
accessible to its workforce and the 
population in general. Middlebury 
has the dubious distinction of 
having the fifth-lowest housing-to-
jobs ratio in the state, according to 
a report published this past spring 
by the Vermont Housing Finance 
Agency.

Statistics available on the 
Vermont Housing Data website 
indicate there are currently 7,344 

jobs located within Middlebury, 
which in turn has 3,047 occupied 
(not seasonal) homes. This 
produces a jobs-home index of 
2.41. Housing experts suggest 
that an “ideal” market would 
have a ratio of 1.5 jobs to homes, 
according to Davisson and Getz.

Davisson noted Middlebury 
hasn’t seen a substantial new 
housing development since the 
Marble Works condominiums were 
built in 2007. That 
building includes 31 
“luxury apartment-
style” condos, 
according to its 
promotional material.

“There’s been a 
huge pause on building 
impactful housing here 
in Vermont,” he said.

The lack of 
workforce and 
affordable housing 
has made it harder for 
families to relocate 
to Vermont, for local 
employers to recruit 
and is adding to climate 
change concerns, due 
to large numbers of 
commuters.

While Summit’s 
plans won’t solve all of 
the Middlebury area’s 
housing problem, it 
would be a big help, 
according to advocates. 
The Mooney property 
has been on the radar 
of mixed-income 
developers for a long 
time, because of its 
prime location for 
development, Davisson said.

It’s located less than a mile 
from the Middlebury village’s 
stores, town offices, recreational 
& cultural amenities and Mary 
Hogan Elementary School. The 
site is close to existing sidewalks, 
and Tri-Valley Transit officials 
confirmed on Monday their desire 
to create a bus stop for residents of 
the new development. The Summit 
team’s current concept for the land 
includes a “low-impact walking 
trail” for residents.

Davisson called the new project 
and its targeted site a “great 
opportunity for smart growth,” 
defined by the Vermont Natural 
Resources Council as “compact, 
walkable, transit-accessible, with 
a range of housing opportunities.”

The Seminary Street Extension 
site is zoned for high-density 
residential use and is “a big 
undeveloped tract in the center 
of what this town has determined 
as where to do smart growth,” 
according to Davisson.

The site is already surrounded 
by several dense residential 
neighborhoods — including 
Buttolph Acres and Peterson 
Terrace — but is also adjacent 
to the serenity of Means Woods, 
Davisson noted. It can also readily 
be served by municipal water and 
sewer systems.

Davisson said the project would 
tick the boxes of what Middlebury’s 
zoning bylaws envision as 

a “traditional 
n e i g h b o r h o o d 
d e v e l o p m e n t . ” 
Requirements include 
a project that’s compact 
and human-scaled; 
located in proximity 
to existing residential, 
commercial and civic 
uses; and includes 
a mix of housing 
types, styles and 
sizes to accommodate 
households of varying 
composition, age and 
income.

The coming weeks 
will see Summit fill 
out the empty site 
maps they showed to 
residents on Monday. 
Getz and Mike Buscher 
of the company T.J. 
Boyle will help design 
the project.

 Buscher offered 
some basic principles 
that will guide the 
design.

“Rather than being 
in several large 
buildings, it will be 
a full spectrum of 

housing types, from multi-family 
buildings and single-family homes, 
hitting all the needs we think that 
are important in this community,” 
Getz said. “And that’s part of the 
process tonight, is to hear some 
feedback on where folks think 
some of the needs could be met. The 
actual unit mix and breakdowns are 
not set yet. But that broad vision is 
what we’re coming into this with, 
and it’s what we do really well.”

Buscher said the primary area 
of construction is shaping up to be 
11 acres at the center of the parcel. 
He alluded to “single-family 
residences, duplexes, townhouses 
and smaller multi-family buildings. 
We’re not talking about a 50- or 
60-unit building; we’re talking 
about some of the structures being 
in the 20 to 30 number.”

He pledged the project would 
be incorporated into the greater 
Middlebury community.

“We’re going to work on a variety 
of different layouts,” he said. “It’s 
going to be really important for 

us to respect the surrounding 
developments, so we don’t have 
things that are out of scale or out 
of character next to single-family 
homes in the area.”
HOUSING DENSITY

That said, Summit will be 
looking to create enough housing 
density in its development to 
qualify for “smart growth” grants.

How dense? At least eight 
units per acre for the developable 
acreage, officials said.

Summit’s vision for the property 
elicited general support along 
with a few concerns from those at 
Monday’s meeting.

Leon Smith resides at the nearby 
Sugarwood Apartments, which 
Summit also owns and manages. 
While he’s concerned about 
potential traffic issues and more 
intensive use of the Means Woods, 
Smith said he’s “100% in favor of 
the project,” and urged Summit to 
“push it to the max-developable 
level.”

“I think in a way it’s saving the 
next meadow,” he added. “We 
have a deficit of housing now and 
if we don’t think forward, it’s just 
another meadow that gets chewed 
up.”

Anna Burns is a board member 
of the Addison County Community 
Trust, the county’s largest provider 
of affordable housing. She urged 
Summit to work with ACCT and 
to ensure the housing mix meets 
the diverse needs of those who will 
live there.

Steve Maier, a member of the 
Climate Economy Action Center of 
Addison County, urged developers 
to create “an affordable, fossil fuel-
free housing development.” The 
group said it’s willing to work with 
Summit to map out design elements 
and green energy alternatives to 
fossil fuels.

Getz said Summit has no 
current plans to make a fossil 
fuels-free housing complex, 
but has long been committed to 
building projects featuring electric 
heating and cooling systems. He 
added the company works with 
Efficiency Vermont to ensure high 
performance air, ceiling, insulation 
and appliance ratings.

“We’re not here to say we 
build 100% fossil-fuel free 
communities, but highly efficient, 
electric heating-cooling,” Getz 
said. “We’ve built off-site solar to 
offset almost 100% of our usage 
for the apartments that we own in 
Vermont. We have a commitment 
to energy efficiency that we will 
bring to this project.”

John Flowers is at johnf@
addisonindependent.com.

Housing
(Continued from Page 1A)

“Any 
apartment 
or for-sale 
home that we 
build using a 
subsidy that’s 
a workforce 
home, an 
affordable 
rental — we’re 
paying a 
below-market 
price for that 
land. So really, 
the college’s 
involvement 
at this point is 
subsidizing the 
land purchase 
for affordable 
development 
here in 
Middlebury.”

— Chief
Operating Officer

Zeke Davisson

BRISTOL — Would your 
group, organization, camp 
or club like to participate in 
creating a mural in Bristol this 
summer? 

The mural in question is the 
first of several activities taking 
place this summer at the Bristol 

Recreation Park as part of the 
Bristol Recreation Club’s 100th 
Anniversary Celebration. The 
club has commissioned Vermont 
artist Jess Graham to create a 
mural on the grandstand. It’s 
intended to be a fun art piece 
to commemorate 100 years of 

recreation in Bristol. 
Individual community 

members will also have a chance 
to participate in the project. 
Stay tuned for more information 
in the coming weeks. 

Email Porter Knight at 
knight@gmavt.net for details. 

No painting experience 
required — just some hand-eye 
coordination, ability to follow 
directions, and a willingness to 
have fun. Painters age nine and 
older are welcome. 

Shifts will be Friday, July 8, 
to Monday, July 12.

Mural project needs volunteers in Bristol

news@addisonindependent.com
email us: You can reach us at
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‘Amahl’ redux

A year after a planned encore, a 

beloved opera returns to a Salis-

bury church. See Arts+Leisure.

By the way
By the way

Not quite...

The Panther men’s hockey team 

showed promise its first games, 

but fell just short. See Page 1B.

Giving
Some Bristol neighbors held a 

festive gathering that collected 

food for donation. See Page 14A.

Departing Sheldon director made his mark on local history

Brooks brought flair to museum exhibits

(See Brooks, Page 16A)

Lt. gov. first to enter

race for Congress

Shelters
fill up as
temps dip
COVID measures 

limiting capacity

(See Shelters, Page 11A)

(See Gray, Page 15A)

Mt. Abe seeks healing after threats

Officials act and students speak out

$8M Career
Center bond
in the works

(See Career Center, Page 13A)

(See Gun scare, Page 10A)

Flag displays touched off the turmoil

(See Flags, Page 9A)

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Patricia 

Hannaford Career Center (PHCC) 

directors are reviewing an $8.1 

million plan to renovate the 

Middlebury school’s Charles 

Avenue and North Campus 

buildings, in anticipation of 

presenting it to area voters as a 

bond proposal as soon as next 

March.
The bulk of the project would 

involve energy-related repairs 

and upgrades to the PHCC’s 

50-year-old main building at 51 

Charles Ave. Completed in 1971, 

this 63,000-square-foot structure 

still operates with much of its 

original heating, ventilation, air-

conditioning, electrical, plumbing 

and lighting infrastructure, 

according to PHCC Superintendent 

Dana Peterson.

The Career Center board recently 

commissioned ENE Systems Inc. 

and Energy Efficient Investments 

Inc. to audit the energy systems 

and operating costs in the school’s 

two campuses. They found many 

deficiencies and are now pitching 

a menu of solutions — including 

With COVID-19 around it’s 

more difficult for people to go 

caroling or attend a Messiah 

sing-along. So Middlebury’s 

Town Hall Theater has found 

a way to bring the season into 

everyone’s living room — 

and raise money for hungry 

Addison County residents in the 

process. The artistic nonprofit 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Addison 

County’s two emergency homeless 

shelters are already full and 

carrying waiting lists as bone- 

chilling temperatures, sleet and 

snow once again take center stage 

in the Champlain Valley.

The Charter House Coalition 

(CHC) Emergency Shelter at 27 

North Pleasant St. in Middlebury 

has already reached its max of 24 

guests, while another 28 individuals 

are waiting in the wings in hopes 

of securing a spot, according to 

Heidi Lacey, the shelter’s top 

administrator.

Meanwhile, the eight shelter 

units at John Graham Housing & 

Services in Vergennes are also full, 

serving a total of 22 adults and 

children, according to Executive 

Director Susan Whitmore.

Like Lacey, Whitmore has noted 

a recent surge in folks seeking to 

come in from the weather. Some 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Some look 

upon history as a dispassionate 

examination of objects from a 

bygone era, their 

significance buried 

by “progress” and the 

sands of time.

That’s never been 

the case for Bill 

Brooks, who’s always 

sought to make history 

come alive.
Brooks has helmed 

Middlebury’s Henry 

Sheldon Museum of 

Vermont History for 

only 10 of its 137 

years, but his many 

contributions have 

made an immeasurable 

impact on how locals 

and visitors will 

perceive Addison 

County for many decades to come.

Brooks began as the Sheldon’s 

executive director on June 5, 2012, 

after having spent eight years as the 

development director of the Calvin 

Coolidge Memorial Foundation 

in Plymouth Notch. Now closing 

in on his 80th year, Brooks will 

soon pass the torch to the next 

steward of the Sheldon — the 

oldest community-based museum 

in the country. He’s seen a lot of 

history and wants to 

make some of his own, 

in what promises to be 

an active retirement.

“I think the Sheldon 

would benefit by new 

leadership,” Brooks 

said during a recent 

interview at the Park 

Street museum. “I’ve 

certainly enjoyed my 

10 years, but when 

you turn 80, things 

slow down a little. I 

think a younger person 

with new ideas is very 

important.”
It’s hard to imagine 

a successor topping 

Brooks’s plentiful 

ideas, which have seen him pair 

local artists, photographers, 

educators, orators and other 

creative folks with a range of 

beautiful, basic, evocative and 

quirky items in the Sheldon’s attic 

for delightfully themed exhibits.

BILL BROOKS WILL soon step down as director of the Henry Sheldon Museum of Vermont History after 

a very eventful decade. He helped bring new, vibrant exhibits to the Middlebury museum that combined 

art, history and the talents of Addison County residents. Here he stands in front of a series of miniature 

Christmas trees crafted by local residents that will be auctioned as a fundraiser for the museum.

Independent photo/John Flowers

“Having 

these various 

exhibits, two or 

three a year, 

that feature 

both history 

and art and fill 

the rooms of 

the museum, 

allows local 

visitors to come 

back and see 

new things.”

— Bill Brooks

By ANGELO LYNN

BURLINGTON — Early 

Monday morning, Vermont Lt. 

Gov. Molly Gray declared her 

candidacy for Vermont’s lone 

congressional seat being vacated 

by Congressman Peter Welch.

A lifelong Vermonter, Gray, 

37, was born and raised in South 

Newbury, Vt., on a vegetable 

and dairy farm still operated by 

her family today. She has served 

Vermont in Washington as an 

aide to Congressman Welch, 

statewide as an assistant attorney 

general and now as lieutenant 

governor. Before entering public 

office, Gray spent her career 

advocating for human rights and MOLLY  GRAY

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

BRISTOL — After almost 90% 

of students stayed away from 

Mount Abraham Union Middle/

High School on Friday, Dec. 3, 

attendance returned to almost 

normal this week, though not 

fully, Principal Shannon Warden 

said on Wednesday morning. She 

was scheduled to speak later that 

morning with a student who was 

still apprehensive about resuming 

classes.
Students, educators and 

community members this week 

were trying to make sense of an 

outburst of unrest at the Bristol 

school last week that culminated in 

a threat that a student would bring a 

weapon to school.

The Mount Abraham Unified 

School District and the Bristol 

Police Department worked late 

into the night on Thursday and 

determined that those threats were 

not credible, but by then almost all 

of the school’s parents had decided 

to keep their children home from 

school the following day.

Mount Abe instituted a ban 

on flag-related attire on Dec. 

2. Warden said in an email to 

parents that day that the ban was 

in response to a recent trend of a 

small number of students wearing 

politically themed flags or banners 

as capes. The school had initially 

permitted this activity as a form 

of self-expression, but banned 

it Thursday because it had “led 

to inappropriate, disrespectful, 

hurtful, hateful dialogue between 

students and adults.” (See “Flag 

Displays” story on this page.)

As events unfolded at Mount 

Abe, school communities around 

the country were already on edge 

after a Nov. 30 school shooting in 

Oxford, Mich., left four students 

dead and seven others wounded. 

The suspect in that case, a 15-year-

old student at the school, was 

charged with first-degree murder 

and terrorism. His parents have 

also been arrested and charged in 

the case.

By JOHN FLOWERS

BRISTOL — Only 75 of the 

650 students enrolled at Mount 

Abraham Union Middle/High 

School came to the Bristol 

school out of fear that student 

unrest the previous day could 

escalate into violence. Mount 

Abe had received a threat that 

someone would bring a weapon 

to the Bristol school.

The source of the unrest: flags, 

some worn as capes.

School officials on Friday said 

a weapon threat issued Thursday 

was traced to one student. 

Following an investigation that 

spanned into Thursday night, 

Bristol police concluded there 

was “no credible threat to the 

Mount Abraham community 

and we were safe to hold 

classes on Friday,” MAUSD 

Smile for Santa

A VERY SMALL child takes her turn having a socially distant visit with Santa and Mrs. Claus in the new park in downtown Middlebury 

this past Saturday morning. The Christmas couple sat at a safe distance while they met with youngsters during the kickoff to the Better 

Middlebury Partnership’s Very Merry Middlebury celebration. See more photos on Page 2A. Photo by Jason Duquette-Hoffman

Interested in selling the Interested in selling the Addison IndependentAddison Independent at your business?  at your business? 
Call 802.388.4944 or email frontdesk@addisonindependent.com Call 802.388.4944 or email frontdesk@addisonindependent.com 

and chat with Sadie!and chat with Sadie!

Stop by any of these 60+ locations
for your copy of Addison County’s 

award-winning community newspaper!

Meet Sadie!
Our Circulation 

Manager
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A new classicA Dickens story we know & love 
will take the stage at Town Hall 
Theater. See Arts + Leisure.

By the way
By the way

Four-peat
The Middlebury College field 
hockey team dominated the 
NCAA Final Four. See Page 1B.

’Tis the seasonLook inside to find out what’s 
going on in all the area towns in 
our 40-page Holiday Guide.

HOPE Holiday Shop readies for kids in need

(See Holiday shop, Page 14A)

(See Hunters, Page 15A)

Eagle coach leads through empowermentStetson teaches more than skills

(See Stetson, Page 11A)

Career Ctr. redefines its priorities for the future

(See Career Ctr., Page 12A)

RNESU chief Collinsretiring at year’s end
Led schools through Act 46, COVID

(See Collins, Page 7A)

(See Nuovos, Page 12A)

Local sweethearts enter
10th decade – together

Young andother newhunters bagsome bucksOne novice killed a 195-pound, 9-pointer

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Helping 
Overcome Poverty’s Effects 
(HOPE) will reopen its Holiday 
Shop to in-person browsing next 
week after a two-year hiatus forced 
by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Located at the HOPE 
headquarters at 282 Boardman St. 
in Middlebury, the Holiday Shop 

features a hefty selection of free 
toys, books, puzzles and other gift 
options for low-income residents 
who otherwise couldn’t afford to 
provide their children Christmas 
presents. Jeanne Montross, 
executive director of HOPE, said 
the shop will likely serve around 
600 Addison County children over 
the next month.

As always, area individuals, 
businesses and places of worship 
are providing key donations that 
will allow HOPE to stock the 
Holiday Shop tables with super, 
eye catching gifts for kids ages 
birth through 18.“It’s a nice community effort 

that’s coming together,” Montross 
said during a recent interview at 

the shop.Organizers promise a return 
to “near-normal” shopping 
conditions. While patrons will 
need to social distance and wear 
face coverings, they’ll be able to 
choose gifts in person. That’s a 
departure from last year, when 
COVID-19 conditions required 

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — The town 
of Middlebury is home to many 
majestic sights — including the 
Otter Creek Falls, stately places of 
worship, and rolling, verdant hills.

But one of its most endearing and 
uplifting sights is the daily stroll 
of one of the community’s most 

senior and accomplished couples. 
If you’re lucky, you’ll spot Victor 
and Betty Nuovo just about any 
morning, walking hand-in-hand 
along Main and/or Weybridge 
streets. Both 90 years old and 
married for 68 years, the Nuovos 
breathe life into the impossible 

BETTY AND VICTOR Nuovo, one of Middlebury’s most accomplished 

and cherished couples, are each celebrating a 90th birthday, with 68 

years of marriage and many accomplishments to reflect upon.
Independent photo/Angelo S. Lynn

The Addison County 
jobless rate in October was 
1.4%, representing a drop 
from the 1.8% registered 
in September, according to 
the Vermont Department of 
Labor. Meanwhile, Vermont’s 
unemployment rate remained at 
2.8% in October, according to 

By ANDY KIRKALDYADDISON COUNTY — Young 
and first-time hunters combined to 
bring 121 deer to Addison County’s 
seven wildlife reporting stations 
after going out during Youth Hunting 
Weekend on Oct. 23 and 24. 

That total was the second-highest 
for an Addison County Youth 
Hunting Weekend, trailing only 
2019’s record high of 142. Other 
annual takes ranged from a low of 
78 in 2015 to 110 in both 2017 and 
2018.

For 2020, a wrinkle Department 
of Fish and Wildlife officials 
introduced no doubt boosted 
Youth Weekend numbers. Starting 
last year and this year, F&W has 
allowed first-time deer-hunting 
license holders ages 16 and up to 
join younger hunters during Youth 
Hunting Weekend, which now 
doubles as Novice Weekend. 

Still, 2021’s total ran ahead of 
2020’s youth weekend, during 
which young and novice hunters 
brought 105 deer to one of the 
following Addison County reporting 
stations: Rack ’N Reel in New 
Haven, Vermont Field Sports in 
Middlebury, Buxton’s Store in 
Orwell, West Addison General 
Store, Lincoln General Store, Green 
Mountain Trails End in Bristol, 
and C&S Hunting Supplies in East 
Middlebury.Overall, as of the end of the 

opening weekend of the 16-day rifle 
season (Nov. 14) hunters had taken 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
BRISTOL — Kayla Bessette 

used to think there was no way 
other people could love and 
appreciate Mary Stetson the 
way she does.“And then (earlier this month) 

at our Mt. Abe Varsity Field 
Hockey Banquet, the seniors 
attempted to talk about Mary 
and everything she has taught 
them and given them,” Bessette 
told the Independent last week. 
“Through the tears the point was 
driven home that it’s not just 
me. It’s all of her players. Mary 
Stetson emulates all things 
‘Eagle Nation.’”Mary Stetson began teaching 

at Mount Abraham Union High 
School in 1982 and has coached 
field hockey there for the past 
30 years. The program she built 
at the school is legendary, and 
for the past eight years she has 
served as the New England/

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — The 
Patricia Hannaford Career Center 
is generally doing a good job, 
but should consider adding new 
courses — such as veterinary 
science, dental hygiene and 
robotics — to reflect some of the 
evolving professional interests of 
its students.Those were among the 

takeaways of a lengthy “visioning” 
process that saw career center 
students, educators, business 
partners and community members 
take a thorough look at the school’s 
offerings and solicit feedback on 
how to better tailor vocational-
technical education for Addison 
County teens and adults.That visioning process began 

during the fall of 2019, when a 
team of Patricia Hannaford Career 

By ANGELO LYNNBRANDON — After 41 years as 
an educator, including 17 years as a 
superintendent, Rutland Northeast 
Supervisory Union Superintendent 
Jeanné Collins, 63, last Friday 
announced her resignation at the 
end of this school year. She said 
her decision was prompted by a 
change in her personal life.

“It’s bittersweet. It’s hard to let 
go,” Collins said, “but I’d like a 

different work-life balance.” 
Collins is engaged to be married 

to Mike Deweese, director of 
the Vermont Superintendents 
Association Leadership Academy, 
this coming May. Collins lives 
in Shelburne and Deweese is in 
Enosburg Falls.Collins became the 

superintendent of RNESU in 
2014, a move from the Burlington 

The chicken winner is…
EDORAH FRAZER, PRINCIPAL of Starksboro’s Robinson Elementary School, presents a chicken 

to first-grader Elijah Purinton, who suggested the name — “Snowy Chicken” — that the school voted 

to submit to the Vermont Agency of Transportation’s snowplow naming contest. The chicken will 

travel from class to class as the students do things that contribute to the greatness of the school. 

See more snowplow photos from other local schools on Page 2A.

Photo by Myriah Cogswell

MOUNT ABE FIELD hockey coach Mary Stetson looks on as her team prepares for the 2021 season 

this past August. When the Eagles won their fourth Division II state championship in a row this month, 

it was the second time Stetson’s program has had a championship “four-peat” since she started 

coaching the program in 1992.

Independent photo/Steve James
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History fan
A spunky Puritan in 17th C. New 

England is the heroine of a Lincoln 

author’s novel. See Arts + Leisure.
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Unbeaten
College women’s hockey grounds 

the Gulls to keep its winning 

streak alive. See Sports, Page 1B.

Graffi  ti or art?
Someone is pasting images 

around town, but where are they 

coming from? See Page 3A.

City police, Turning Point o� ering quick help to people in crisis

iPads allow for remote counseling

Vergennes seeks 
$25M sewer bond
Offi cials: It’s a great time for grants

ACSD to ask for 5.3% 

increase in spending

New canning facility could 

add 25 jobs at Aqua ViTea

Artim to leave Middlebury 

selectboard after 12 years
Could Lincoln, Ripton schools join forces?

Residents excited by the possibilities

And beverage start-ups would get help, too

(See Vergennes, Page 10A)

(See Aqua ViTea, Page 11A)

(See ACSD, Page 9A)

(See Schools, Page 11A)

(See Artim, Page 10A)

(See City police, Page 12A)

By ANDY 
KIRKALDY

VERGENNES — 

Thanks to Turning 

Point Center of 

Addison County, 

Vergennes Police 

Department offi cers 

this week have new 

tools at their disposal 

that can help citizens 

in need — two iPads.

Those tablet 

computers will 

travel with city 

police offi cers in 

their cruisers. If the 

offi cers encounter 

anyone who, in their 

judgment, would 

benefi t from a face-

to-face talk with one 

of Turning Point’s 13 

peer substance abuse 

coaches (at least one of whom is 

available 24/7) the offi cers can 

hand them one of the iPads.

A push of a 

button, and within 

60 seconds a trained 

peer coach will 

appear on the screen 

to listen and talk 

to, encourage, and 

support the person 

in a substance abuse 

crisis, according to 

Vergennes Police 

Chief George 

Merkel. 
“There are people 

we are dealing with 

that we can get to 

the coach to provide 

support and services 

(for), who need a 

coach … to help work 

through some of their 

issues, substance 

abuse or whatever 

else,” Merkel said.

Turning Point Center Executive 

Director Jennifer Mayhew said 

“They (offi cers) 

are out on the 

road, not always 

in the offi ce. The 

iPad seemed 

like a creative 

way to have 

access to people 

immediately, 

really in those 

most vulnerable 

moments when 

people are 
willing to think 

about rehab or 

treatment.” 
— Turning Point 

Executive Director 

Jennifer Mayhew

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — 

Nick Artim stepped onto 

Middlebury’s political stage a 

dozen years ago with a desire to 

do his civic duty and leave the 

community a better place for 

future generations.
He will step down from the 

Middlebury selectboard on 

March 1, having helped guide 

the town during a pandemic and 

an unparalleled investment in its 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

ADDISON COUNTY — Lincoln 

and Ripton, which voted last year 

to withdraw from their school 

districts, have begun exploring the 

idea of creating a new supervisory 

union to handle the administrative 

services they might not be able to 

afford individually.
“It’s one of the most exciting 

moments we’ve had in a long, 

embattled year, to be sitting with 

people who are really visioning 

something that is proactive 

and unique, but also still really 

supporting the values that our 

towns hold dear,” Ripton School 

District (RSD) board member 

Molly Witters told the Independent

earlier this month.
Since voting to leave the 

Addison Central School District 

last January and subsequently 

receiving the blessing of district 

member towns, Ripton has formed 

its own school district and now 

awaits a complicated decision 

by the Vermont State Board of 

Education (VSBE).
Lincoln voted in August to 

leave the Mount Abraham Unifi ed 

School District and awaits possible 

ratifi cation of district member 

communities on Town Meeting 

Day, March 1.

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Beverage 

maker Aqua ViTea is looking to 

substantially increase its canning 

capabilities, allowing it to hit a new 

gear in its kombucha production 

while also giving it the capacity to 

become a major incubator for small 

startup beverage companies.

Woodchuck Cider, a Middlebury 

industrial park neighbor, is shaping 

up as the other major player in 

this beverage-incubator venture, 

noted Aqua ViTea Founder/CEO 

Jeff Weaber. In short, Aqua ViTea 

is poised to acquire a 100-cans-

per-minute processing line from 

By ANDY KIRKALDY 

VERGENNES — With the 

expectation state and federal grants 

could pay for up to half of the 

cost, the Vergennes City Council 

on Tuesday decided to put a $25.5 

million bond proposal on the city 

ballot in March that if approved 

would fund a complete overhaul of 

the city’s troubled sewer collection 

system and treatment plant.

If city offi cials’ and consultants’ 

optimism about grant support is 

rewarded, most Vergennes sewer 

users would see an annual increase 

over the next few years from $500 

to $850 to fund bond payments, 

according to offi cial estimates.

Those bond-related increases 

would not be immediate, and most 

would be phased in as work is 

completed, according to offi cials. 

The Tuesday decision came 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — The Addison 

Central School District board on 

Monday unanimously agreed to 

present voters with a 2022-23 

budget of $41,578,089 that refl ects 

$34,594,034 in local education 

spending — a 5.3% increase 

compared to this year.

“This FY23 budget responds 

to an unprecedented educational 

environment in which the needs of 

our students and communities have 

shifted how our schools operate,” 

according to ACSD Superintendent 

Peter Burrows. “With the increased 

social and emotional needs of our 

students, we have worked to adapt 

traditional educational approaches 

to meet each student where they 

are. Much of this work at the 

budgetary level has consisted of 

shifts and increases to staffi ng in 

The Bridport Grange and 

the Addison County Farm 

Bureau have made the diffi cult 

decision to cancel their legislative 

breakfast series this winter due 

to the COVID-19 pandemic. It’s 

A moving sight
The 19th-century New 

Haven Junction Train Depot 

turns the corner from Route 7 

onto Route 17 in New Haven in 

predawn hours Wednesday, 

left, and later continues 

eastbound up the fi rst hill on 

Route 17 on its way to a new 

home on North Street. State 

offi cials said it was too close 

to the tracks for new higher-

speed passenger trains. See 

more photos on Pages 2A 

and 4A.
Photos by the Independent’s Steve 

James (above) and James Duggan of 

Vermont State Historic Sites

VERGENNES POLICE CHIEF George Merkel gives an iPad from the Turning Point Center a test run 

Tuesday. Police can give the iPad to people dealing with substance abuse issues and it will connect them 

to a quick face-to-face link with a peer recovery coach. Independent photo/Steve James
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encompasses the northeast and 
northwest districts of Addison 
County that would become one as 
Addison North. Residents of the 
ten towns in those two districts 
could vote on this proposed new 
district as early as November. 

The two districts have been 
facing declining enrollment and 
increasing education costs and 
formed the committee in April 
2021 to determine if a merger 
could help resolve those issues. 
The 15-member panel has worked 
a paid consultant, Tracy Wrend, to 
draft articles of agreement, allocate 
community feedback and weigh 
the pros and cons of forming a 
merged district under their drafted 
articles of agreement. 

At a June 27 meeting, committee 
members finalized the report 
(pending final edits) that formally 
recommends the merger. 

Many of the articles drafted 
by the committee are similar to 
those in the founding documents 
of the two existing districts. The 
committee’s articles of agreement 
do include a handful of articles that 
address concerns such as school 
closures and transportation for 
students in a merged district. 

Article 14B addresses the issue 
of school closure, stating that 
for the first four years of the new 
district’s operation, an elementary 
school cannot be closed without 
the voter approval from the towns 
“whose resident students attend 
that school.” After the first four 
years of operation, an elementary 
school in the merged district could 
be closed with the approval of: 

• two-thirds of a quorum of the 
new district’s board of directors. 

• two-thirds of voters in the new 
district. 

The committee voted to include 
Article 14B in the warned articles, 
those being the articles residents 
of the two districts will vote on 
when the merger proposal goes 
to a vote. Articles included in 
the warning can only be changed 
with the vote of the electorate. 
Merger study committee co-chair 
Marikate Kelley of Monkton and 
other members discussed the 
importance of having this article 

included in the warning. 
“I think we all worked really 

hard in getting that language 
to be something that protects 
community schools and yet 
leaves some option if there’s 
really a need in a dire situation to 
protect all students,” Kelley said 
at Monday’s meeting. “Given 
that this provides protection and 
compromise I think having it in 
the (warned) articles is good.” 

The committee’s drafted 
articles of agreement do not 
articulate any proposed closures 
of schools in the existing two 
districts. 

Article 5A addresses the issue 
of transportation, stating the new 
district will adopt a policy for 
transportation by its intended 
start date and will “consider 
routes and ride durations that are 
comparable to those in place in 
the year immediately preceding 
the first year of the NEW 
UUSD’s operation.” Following 
its first year of operation, the new 
district will “make all subsequent 
decisions relative to the operation 
of the new district consistent with 
state and federal laws and these 
Articles of Agreement.” 

To finalize the report, committee 
members deliberated on the 
language of the document and 
discussed how to best represent 
why they are recommending this 
merger to voters. One of the issues 
addressed in the committee’s 
report is inevitable staffing cuts. 

MAUSD Superintendent Patrick 
Reen said staffing cuts would 
occur with or without a merger, 
but could be more strategic under 
a merged district. 

“No matter what, we’re going 
to have to reduce staffing to 
save dollars. We can either 
reduce staffing in a way that has 
a significant negative impact 
on student programming, or we 
can reduce staffing in a way that 
has little impact, if any or even 
a positive impact on student 
programming from the current 
state and that’s the merger 
scenario,” Reen said at Monday’s 
meeting.  

Both districts have had to 
navigate how to save student 

programming while keeping 
education costs at bay, an issue 
Kelley said will only become 
more difficult. 

“That stability for meeting those 
quality standards for students 
without a merger is going to be 
pretty tough due to what I think is 
the finance piece,” Kelley said. 

Finances have been the driving 
force of the committee’s work, a 
point committee members worked 
to make clear in their report. 
A merger will not save district 
residents money, but is aimed at 
increasing cost effectiveness and 
slowing the rise of tax rates in the 
future. 

Stephanie Rossier, Mount 
Abraham Union High School 
teacher and merger study 
committee member, at the June 
27 meeting said she wants the 
financial implications of not 
merging to be clear for community 
members. 

“It’s critical for people to 
understand these significant 
budgetary issues that are coming 
down the pike,” Rossier said. 

The committee’s articles 
of agreement and report also 
identify the new Lincoln School 
District as advisable to join the 
proposed Addison North district. 
Starksboro, currently in the 
process of withdrawing from the 
MAUSD, has voiced its opposition 
to merging but has not made it far 
enough in the withdrawal process 
to be considered its own district. If 
the proposal is brought to a vote, 
Starksboro will either vote on the 
merger as part of MAUSD or not 
at all. 

The committee’s next steps are 
to share their report and articles 
of agreement with the MAUSD, 
ANWSD and Lincoln school 
boards for review and comment. 
On July 20, members of the 
MAUSD/ANWSD Merger Study 
Committee will present their 
report and articles of agreement 
to the Vermont State Board of 
Education (SBE). The SBE 
will discuss whether to approve 
the ANWSD/ MAUSD merger 
proposal. If approved, the merger 
proposal would likely go to vote 
on Nov. 8. 

Merger 
(Continued from Page 1A)

MONTPELIER — Few 
birding experiences rival 
hearing the haunting call of 
the loon or seeing them glide 
by in protected coves on a 
lake. For the birds’ protection, 
the Vermont Fish and Wildlife 
Department is asking boaters 
and anglers to enjoy loons from 
a safe distance this summer.

“Loons were removed from 
Vermont’s endangered species 
list in 2005, but they face 
continued threats from human 
disturbance during the breeding 
season and ingestion of fishing 
gear,” said Doug Morin, 
wildlife biologist with Vermont 
Fish and Wildlife. “Many areas 
where loons nest on Vermont’s 
lakes are surrounded by signs 
reminding people to give loons 
the space they need, but not all 
nesting areas are marked. We’re 
asking people to enjoy loons 
from a distance rather than 
approaching them, whether you 
are in a boat or on shore.” 

Morin also reminds people 
to avoid lead fishing tackle. 
Every year Vermont loons 
die from lead poisoning after 
swallowing fishing tackle. 
Lead sinkers weighing one-half 
ounce or less are prohibited in 
Vermont, but larger tackle still 
has the capacity to slough off 
lead into the environment over 
time. Morin also recommends 
anglers to be careful to not 
attract loons to their 
bait and lures, and 
especially to not leave 
any fishing line behind 
as it can entangle and 
kill loons. 

Eric Hanson 
oversees the Loon 
Conservation Project 
for the Vermont 
Center for Ecostudies 
in partnership with 
the Vermont Fish and 
Wildlife Department. 
He and his colleagues 
monitor Vermont’s 
loon population and have put 
out game cameras around loon 
nests to monitor the behavior 
of people around them. Hanson 
says most people are respectful 

of nesting loons and give them 
space, but people sometimes 
inadvertently harm loons 
without meaning to.

“Loon chicks can be difficult 
to see, so we ask motorboaters 
to note where loon families 
are and to avoid those areas,” 
said Hanson. “We also ask 
that motorboaters obey ‘no 
wake’ laws within 200 feet of 
shorelines because boat wakes 

can flood and 
destroy shoreline 
loon nests.” 

As Vermont’s 
loon population 
continues to 
increase and 
canoeing and 
kayaking continues 
to become more 
popular, there is 
greater potential 
for people to come 
into conflict with 
loons.    Hanson 
reminds boaters 

to avoid pursuing loons in a 
canoe or kayak, especially loons 
with young.  “Occasionally 
a loon will be curious and 
approach people and if that 

happens, just enjoy it,” said 
Hanson.  “However, loons that 
are constantly swimming away 
from you are stressed and may 
abandon their young if they feel 
they are in danger.”

Hanson also urges shoreline 
property owners to maintain 
appropriate habitat for loons, 
including a forested area along 
shorelines where loons can nest.  
Having shrubs and trees instead 
of lawns along shorelines also 
improves water quality, which 
is essential for healthy lakes and 
loons.

Volunteers interested in 
monitoring loons for the Loon 
Conservation Project should 
contact Hanson at loon@
vtecostudies.org. Volunteers can 
monitor lakes all summer long 
with a focus on lakes with loon 
pairs and nesting. Volunteers 
can also survey one or two lakes 
on Loonwatch Day, held on July 
16 this year, between 8 and 9 
a.m. The goal is to survey all 
lakes greater than 20 acres at 
the same time, which provides 
a population count and checks 
on small lakes that are surveyed 
less often during the rest of year. 

LOONS NESTING ALONG lake shorelines are susceptible to 
human disturbance, and their nests can be flooded and destroyed 
by motorboat wakes.

Photo/Tom Rogers, Vermont Fish & Wildlife

Enjoy loons from a safe distance

“Loon chicks 
can be 
difficult to see, 
so we ask 
motorboaters 
to note where 
loon families 
are and to 
avoid those 
areas.” 

— Eric Hanson
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Vergennes Service 
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addisonindependent.com

CLOVER STATE
Window & Siding Co., Inc.

Replacement Windows • Vinyl siding 
• Garages • Roofs • Ad di tions

Phone: 802-877-2102 • Toll Free: 888-433-0962

SIDINGPLUMBING & HEATINGFUELS

Family owned, local business
LP GAS • ULTRA-LOW SULFUR HEATING OIL & KEROSENE

Main Street, Vergennes
802-877-2661 | jackmanfuels.com

Jackman Fuels, Inc.
Serving the 

Champlain Valley 
since 1945

Family owned, local business

VERGENNES
S e r v i c e  D i r e c t o r y

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

We’re hard at work on 

PROFILES IN  
COMMUNITY. 

Don’t miss it in our July 21st edition!

Want to advertise? Email advertising@addisonindependent.com or call 802-388-4944.

COMING 
SOON!

Spotlight on VergennesSpotlight on Vergennes
PANTON — In light of a coyote attack on a 

person and their dog in Panton last week, Fish 
and Game officials are urging Vermonters to 
give wildlife plenty of room when venturing 
into their space. 

Around mid-day on Sunday, June 19, a 
Panton resident called authorities to report 
that they had been attacked by a coyote in 
broad daylight.

The person, whose name was not 
immediately available, told Game Warden 
Wes Butler that they were walking a farm 
road through an un-mowed pasture behind 
their home with their dog, when an apparently 
healthy coyote emerged from the grass. They 
reported that the coyote attacked the dog and 
subsequently attacked and bit the Panton 
resident, leaving a puncture wound in their 
cheek.

The person separated themself from the 
coyote and retreated with their dog while 
shouting to keep the coyote at bay.

“The complainant did many things right 

in this incident,” said Butler, who responded 
to the scene along with emergency medical 
services. “Resolving the immediate threat, 
making loud noises to deter the coyote from 
attacking further if applicable, and retreating 
from the area and contacting emergency 
services are what we would recommend in 
any similar situation.” 

He gave the Independent simple instructions 
for anyone who finds themselves in a similar 
situation. 

“Be big, loud and calm,” Butler said. “And 
back up; we don’t want people running away.

“The best thing to do is give wild animals 
space.”

The coyote was scared off by the time 
Warden Butler got to Panton. Charlotte 
Rescue Service treated the person and advised 
them to seek medical advice regarding 
precautionary treatment for rabies.

Butler said there have not been further 
reports of a coyote in the area.

Coyote attacks on people are rare in 

Vermont. Since 1991 there have been 
only four prior coyote attacks in Vermont, 
including a 2019 Salisbury attack involving a 
rabid animal. 

Game Warden Butler advises people 
walking with their pets to be aware that, 
especially now, they could stumble across 
a den or nest where young coyotes, deer or 
turkeys could be living, and that their parents 
will try to protect them from perceived threats 
by humans. 

“Keep your dog under control or on a 
leash,” he said. “It is the time of year you see 
a lot of baby wildlife.”

Other states advise that aggressive behavior 
by healthy coyotes is most common during 
the late spring and summer when coyotes 
defending young will be protective of the area 
around their dens, or in cases when coyotes 
have become habituated to finding food near 
people’s residences.

The Fish and Wildlife Department 
recommends avoiding recreating near known 

den sites through September, making sure 
to keep dogs leashed, and using deterrence 
techniques like making loud noises, waving 
your arms, or throwing sticks or stones if 
approached by a coyote.

“Coyotes are important members of our 
ecosystem and Vermonters have a good 
track record of living safely alongside our 
state’s healthy, stable coyote population,” 
said Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department 
Wildlife Biologist Chris Bernier. “Coyotes 
are naturally avoidant of people, but also 
adaptable. 

“To help keep Vermont’s coyotes wild, we 
recommend similar steps to those advised for 
bears: minimize attractants like unsecured 
garbage or livestock, use deterrents like 
loud noises to haze individuals away from 
your property, and report coyotes that show 
consistent bold behavior or little fear of 
people to Fish and Wildlife.”

Addison Independent reporter John S. 
McCright contributed to this report.

VERGENNES — The 
Vergennes City Council 
late last summer agreed to 
spend $30,000 to hire the 
International Association 
of Chiefs of Police, or 
IACP, to conduct a study 
of the Vergennes Police 
Department’s staffing levels, 
work and policy planning, 
efficiency, training and 
community relations.

The IACP on June 21 
forwarded to City Manager 
Ron Redmond a draft of 
its findings in the form of 
a 54-page report. The full 
report may be found at 
vergennes.org under the 
“Latest News” header by 
clicking the “Vergennes 

Police Department Staffing 
and Workload Report” link. 
The council and Redmond 
are now using that document 
to help in budget discussions.

What follows is the report’s 
Executive Summary: 

The City of Vergennes is 
facing a similar challenge 
that many smaller cities are 
facing across the United 
States — balancing public 
safety with the reality of 
budget constraints. 

More specifically, how 
do they ensure that the 
Vergennes Police Department 
is staffed appropriately 
while recognizing that the 
current department budget 
constituting a significant 

percentage of the City’s 
overall budget may no longer 
be feasible or desired by the 
Vergennes community.

In August 2021, the City 
of Vergennes contracted with 
the International Association 
of Chiefs of Police (IACP) to 
analyze department staffing 
of sworn and non-sworn 
staff and delivery of police 
services. 

While an analysis of 
the community-police 
relationship was conducted, 
it was within the confines of 
how the relationship impacts 
the expectations for the 
delivery of police services. A 
further examination beyond 
what is contained within this 

report would be outside the 
scope of this study.
SUMMARY OF KEY 
FINDINGS

The Vergennes Police 
Department is a well-
trained and well-organized 
department, and they 
generally enjoy a good 
relationship with the 
community. This was not 
always the case, but the 
department has put in 
considerable work to emerge 
from the troubles of the early 
2000s. Understanding the 
history of the department, 
from where it was to where 
it is today, is important in 
putting the findings of this 
report into context.

Vergennes is a safe 
community with little serious 
crime, and the majority 
of calls for service are for 
quality-of-life issues and 
traffic incidents. Calls for 
service (CFS) related to 
crimes against person and 
property crimes constitute 
the smallest percentage of 
calls. 

While officer safety and 
availability remain serious 
concerns, the types of CFS 
and the reality of fiscal 
constraints also have to be 
considered, and the current 
fiscal status of the city and 
the level of activity do not 
solely support always having 
two officers on duty. 

However, there is an 
opportunity to reduce the 
administrative burden on 
sworn officers by hiring 
a civilian administrative 
position and making use of 
volunteers. This would free 
up some time for officers to 
focus more on core police 
functions, including engaging 
in community policing.

For any police agency, 
community expectations 
are as important as calls 
for service and other police 
operations when determining 
appropriate staffing levels. 
However, this question is 
challenging to answer. This 
is not an area that is well 
defined in Vergennes. 

Coyote attack highlights need for caution with wildlife

City police study recommends changes for department
One of the reoccurring themes 

from stakeholder interviews 
and focus groups was a lack of 
understanding of the department’s 
scope. This lack of understanding 
has contributed to the debate about 
the agency’s size. To determine 
appropriate staffing levels, the 
expectations and scope of the agency 
will first need to be determined.

SUMMARY OF 
RECOMMENDATIONS

Fifteen recommendations have 
been identified in this report. It 
is important to understand and 
recognize that the details concerning 
implementation may require 
modification or revision in order to 
meet departmental needs.

1. Adjust schedule to cover 
the most active times for police 
services.

2. Increase interagency 
cooperation and develop formal 
memorandums of understanding, or 
MOUs.

3. Require supervisor approval 
when dispatch location has a 
premise history.

4. Convert the vacant sworn 
position to an administrative one.

5. Implement a volunteer 
program.

6. Develop mission and vision 
statements.

7. Implement a Strategic 
Summary for the city of Vergennes.

8. Create a community advisory 
board.

9. Create and share a weekly 
police report.

10. Institutionalize Project 
Vision North by involving more 
officers.

11. Review how calls for 
service are currently categorized 
and develop a patrol plan for the 
community.

12. Create compliment and 
complaint procedure cards for 
officers to disseminate during 
community contacts.

13. Collect and analyze more 
detailed information for out-of-
jurisdiction calls for service to better 
understand the nature of the calls.

14. Develop formal policies and 
directives on out-of-jurisdiction 
responses.

15. Make the Vergennes Police 
Department more accessible to the 
community.

ADDISON  COUNTY

School Briefs
Lauren J. Curtis of Vergennes, 

a nursing student at St. Louis 
University in St. Louis, Mo., made 
dean’s list for the spring semester 
2022. To qualify students must 
have a 3.7 GPA or higher.

Norah Deming of Vergennes 
was awarded a Bachelor of Arts 
degree from Connecticut College 
in New London, Conn., on May 22. 
Deming majored in International 
Relations. 

Emma Husk of Vergennes 
excelled during the spring 2022 
semester at Hofstra University, 
achieving a GPA of at least 3.5 to 
earn a spot on the dean’s list. 

Todd Garthaffner of Addison 
has been named to the dean’s list 
at Quinnipiac College in Hamden, 
Conn.
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The 2022 Garden Game
is about to begin!

Each summer the Addy Indy and Agway partner to present the Garden 
Game, awarding prizes for the largest entries in each of the fruit and 

veggie categories below:
Asparagus (length x circumference) 
Beet (circumference) 
Broccoli (diameter) 
Cabbage (circumference) 
Cantaloupe (circumference) 
Carrot (length x circumference) 
Cauliflower (diameter) 
Corn (length x circumference) 
Cucumber (length x circumference) 
Edible Leafy Greens (length x width - leaf only) 
Eggplant (circumference x circumference) 
Fennel (length x circumference) 
Green Bean (length) 
Kohlrabi (circumference) 
Leek (length x circumference)

Melon (circumference) 
Onion (circumference) 
Parsnip (circumference) 
Pepper (circumference x circumference) 
Potato (length x circumference) 
Pumpkin (circumference x circumference) 
Radish (circumference) 
Rhubarb (length) 
Rutabaga (circumference) 
Summer Squash (length x circumference) 
Sunflower (diameter) 
Tomato (circumference) 
Turnip (circumference) 
Winter Squash (length x circumference) 
Zucchini (length x circumference)

How do you play the Garden Game? 
Just bring in any of the above fruits/veggies to our office at 58 Maple Street, Middlebury to be 

officially measured. Weekly front runners will be posted online and listed in the newspaper. 
Entries must be homegrown in the greater Addison County area. One winner per category. One 

prize per person. Winners will be announced at the first sign of frost. 
 

Visit addisonindependent.com/contests for more info.

The House
(Continued from Page 1A)

key funding for the nonprofit 
organization while offering a 
financial cushion for enrollees who 
might need ambulance service for 
the period covering July 1 to June 
30, 2023. A membership costs 
$75 for an individual, $85 for a 
“double” (two people living at the 
same physical address), $100 for a 
family, and a business package that 
costs $55 per employee (minimum 
of five). An MREMS membership 
guarantees you won’t be billed 
for ambulance service costs that 
your insurance does not cover. 
Please note that membership only 
applies to resident and business 
subscribers who live and work 
in the 10 towns MREMS serves: 
Middlebury, East Middlebury, 
Bridport, Cornwall, Orwell, 
Ripton, Salisbury, Shoreham, 
Weybridge, Whiting, and parts 
of New Haven. Please call (802) 
388-3286 for further information 
or check out middlebury911.org.

Reminder: The Addison 
Independent offices will be closed 
on Monday for Independence 
Day. Get all of your community 
news and advertisements in on 
Friday, please. And have a great 
holiday!

The Middlebury Dog Park once 
again will be the beneficiary of 
Hannaford Supermarket’s book 
sale. The dog park supplies the 
books, Hannaford employees keep 
the store book bin filled and the 

park receives all money collected. 
Hannaford will launch the book sale 
Aug. 1 and continue it for as long 
as dog park stewards can continue 
to supply books. So if you’re a 
dog lover and have unwanted 
books in gently used condition, 
consider donating them to this 
effort. You can deliver books to 
the service window of Hannaford 
Supermarket in Middlebury 
beginning Aug. 1. Please label, 
“For the Dog Park.” You can also 
arrange a pick-up of your books 
anytime by emailing JoAnne 
at gruber.joanne@gmail.com. 
Located behind the Middlebury 
Regional EMS headquarters off 
South Street, the Middlebury Dog 
Park is 100% donor-funded and 
volunteer-run.

The United Way of Addison 
County board of directors 
recently approved the addition 
of two new organizations to its 
Community Impact Funding 
partners: The Addison County 
Relocalization Network 
(ACORN) and Prevent Child 
Abuse Vermont (PCAVT).  
United Way’s funding to 
ACORN will include $5,000 per 
year (for three years) to support 
its “Farmacy: Food as Medicine” 
programming. This program 
addresses three major needs in 
Addison County: diet-related 
illness, food insecurity and local 
farm viability. The United Way’s 
funding to PCAVT will include 
$3,000 per year (for three years) 

to support the Nurturing Parent 
Program, a family-centered 
parenting program that was 
specifically designed for the 
prevention of abuse. Historically, 
United Way of Addison County 
has accepted community impact 
funding applications every 
winter in one of their three 
priority areas: health, education 
and financial stability. Funding 
commitments are made for three 
years and focus each year on 
one of the three priority areas. 
A diverse team of dedicated 
Addison County citizens 
carefully reviews and evaluates 
applications and makes program 
funding recommendations to the 
United Way’s board of directors. 
In total, $117,460 will be 
distributed to 14 health partners 
(and $336,857 to all 31 partners) 
in 2022, thanks to the generous 
support of the community.

The Vermont Fish and Wildlife 
Department has developed maps 
for stream bank management 
areas for more than 200 parcels 
spanning nearly 100 miles of 
stream banks statewide.  These 
newly created maps depict stream 
bank areas providing public access 
in perpetuity.  A user-friendly 
overview map has narratives 
describing the stream sections 
and their associated fisheries. 
Check out the maps by logging 
on to vtfishandwildlife.com, click 
on “Fish,” and then “Fishing 
Opportunities.”

By the way
(Continued from Page 1A)

MONTPELIER — 
Vermont’s muzzleloader 
season antlerless deer 
permit applications 
are available online 
at Vermont Fish and 
Wildlife’s website and 
from license agents. A link 
to the information and online 
applications is on the home page. 

The muzzleloader seasons 

on Oct. 27-30 and Dec. 
3-11 will have antlerless 
permits available for 19 
of Vermont’s 21 Wildlife 
Management Units. 
Landowners who post 

their land may not apply 
for a landowner priority 

muzzleloader antlerless deer 
permit. They are eligible to 
apply in the regular lottery for an 

antlerless deer permit.
Deer populations in five wildlife 

management units, primarily in 
the Champlain Valley, remain 
above their respective population 
objectives. The goal of issuing 
anterlerless permits is to reduce 
deer numbers in those areas.

The deadline to apply for a 
muzzleloader antlerless deer 
permit is Aug. 3.

Muzzleloader antlerless permits available

space that felt more like home than 
institutional. 

Moving into the new house, 
closer to students, was certainly 
not the end of the challenges that 
Tim and Annette have had to face. 
They acknowledge that they have 
received some generous donations 
in the last few years, however, 
resources are still too scarce for 
them to completely institutionalize 
The House and have a full-time 
staff.

 “Challenges have primarily 
been financial,” Tim said. “We 
have been supporting students for 
over 10 years now and are mostly 
paying for it ourselves.” 

The Franklins are not 
independently wealthy. They 
have full-time jobs, so they work 
on their nonprofit and mingle 
with students in their spare time. 
Annette would love to work for 
The House full-time, however, that 
would require external financial 
support. 

Beyond money, they have also 
faced challenges in their outreach 
efforts. 

“Neither of us work for the 
college, so sometimes we find it 
difficult to find ways to connect 
with students and let them know 
about us,” Tim said. 

They mostly rely on word of 
mouth and for their current students 
to spread the message and let other 
students know that The House can 
be used as a resource. 

“I often ponder on what am I not 
doing to make us more visible to 
students,” Annette said. She and 
Tim view an official collaboration 
with Middlebury College as 
a potential solution to better 
publicize The House. 

While networking might be 
a challenge for the Franklins, 
however, making genuine and 
meaningful connections with 
students is not. 

Huthefa Maalim, a Middlebury 
student from Kenya, is deeply 
grateful for the support he has 
received.

ANNETTE AND TIM Franklin 
say they take joy in observing 
their students emerging into 
adults that are going to impact 
the world positively through 
their collaborative spirit that was 
nurtured at The House.

Photo credit: Annette Franklin 

THE HOUSE LOOKS different from other houses on Route 7 as it 
flies the flags of countries that are home to many of the students that 
come eat and hang out at the nonprofit. The flags help the students 
feel closer to their homes and, hoisted together, the banners are 
reflective of the diverse community of The House.

Independent photo/Shayiq Shah

described The House as a “magical 
place.”

Countless other students also 
hold The House in high regard. 

Tim and Annette Franklin take 
great pride in the community that 
The House has created. 

“It is so gratifying and 
transformative for us to hear when 
our students share such sentiments 
with us,” Tim said. “I always tell 
people that we have the smartest 
and the most compassionate people 
in the world come sit at my table.” 

The thought of their students 
shaping the world of the future 
by envisioning how to make their 
societies and countries better 
makes the Franklins hopeful for 
the future of the world. Annette 
said she is confident that her 
students will grow to be adults that 
are full of love and kindness. She 
just wishes that they continue to 
remember her message: 

“You will always belong with 
us, you will always belong at The 
House.”

“Whenever I pray, I pray for The 
House right after I pray for my 
family,” he said. “It holds a special 
place in my heart.” 

Abdulrehman Abbas, a 
Palestinian student from Lebanon, 
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But three years after helping 
start Geopipe, which uses 
artificial intelligence to create 
virtual environments for gaming, 
simulations and more, Dickerson 
and his wife, fellow Mount Abe 
alum Courtney (Devoid) Dickerson, 
moved to Monkton, not that many 
miles from where he 
was raised.

 “I grew up in 
Bristol. A lot of my 
friends and family 
are here. Culturally 
and geographically, 
this was a place 
I wanted to be,” 
said Dickerson, 
31. “Having a 
tech company 
really gives me the 
flexibility to work 
from anywhere so 
it just seemed like 
a great opportunity 
to move home to establish roots 
here and try to build the company 
in a way that could also support the 
local economy.” 

Dickerson understands that his 
move to Vermont was not typical.

“I’m very much aware of the 
trends surrounding young people 
leaving the state,” he said. “It can be 
expensive and there are not a lot of 
job opportunities, especially in the 
high-tech field.”

The number of young people 
leaving Vermont after high school 
has increased over recent years. 
People seeking a college level 
education often will leave the state 
and usually will not come back 
because of opportunity elsewhere. 
UVM Geography Professor Cheryl 
Morse found that 20% of young 
people said they left Vermont 
because they were seeking more 
diverse experiences, Vermont 
Public Radio reported in 2018.

Dickerson cofounded Geopipe 
with his best friend, Christopher 
Mitchell, in 2016 while Dickerson 
was still in graduate school. 

The company is based in New 
York City but opened a Burlington 
office after a few years. Dickerson 
said the Burlington office is 
attracting more young people into 
the tech industry in Vermont, and as 
a newer tech company it is a draw 

for young people to try living in a 
more rural area while still being 
able to work in the information 
technology industry. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has 
drawn many people from cities 
to rural places like Vermont. But 
Dickerson and his wife moved 
back to Addison County in 2019 

— pre-pandemic. 
And Geopipe’s 
Burlington branch 
eventually opened 
before the pandemic.

The high-tech 
nature of Dickerson’s 
company is one draw 
for young people. 
Geopipe creates 
computer software 
that analyzes spatial 
and sensor data 
about the real world 
and uses that data to 
produce 3-D models 
of the real world. 

Companies developing information 
technology products can download 
and use this Geopipe data in their 
own applications. 

The models created are visually 
realistic, and viewers look at these 
models as if they are actual places in 
the world, Geopipe explains. 

Dickerson and co-founder 
Mitchell met in grade school 
through a shared hobby for 
programming using graphing 
calculators. They continued to work 
on various hobbies and projects 
together and eventually they co-
founded Geopipe in 2016.

Dickerson is the Chief Science 
Officer of the company, which 
employs 15 people.

While Geopipe has a center of 
gravity in New York, Dickerson 
said that some of the New York 
team members are looking to move 
to the Vermont location for a change 
of scenery. 

Although the trends point away 
from Vermont, Dickerson is not 
alone in his return to the Green 
Mountain State.

Fellow MAUHS graduate (class 
of 2008) Christi Kroll joined 
Geopipe as a sales and marketing 
specialist last year. She departed 
Vermont after high school for 
school and work but was eventually 
drawn back to the area upon finding 

the right job opportunity. 
“For many reasons I spent time 

out of state for necessity — school 
and work — but I really missed the 
values and community that I grew 
up with in Vermont,” Kroll said. “I 
missed the mountains, the rivers, the 
clean air, the woods and the Vermont 
spirit, so when I found work locally, 
I jumped at the chance to put down 
roots in the place that felt most like 
home.”

Kroll currently lives in the 
Burlington area.

When asked about the company’s 
plans for growth, Dickerson said 
Geopipe has hit its hiring targets for 
the current fundraising round. Last 
year Geopipe raised $2.4 million 
in their seed round. The company 
also just received a Small Business 
Innovation Research grant from the 
National Science Foundation for 
another half million dollars on top 
of that.

“As a venture-backed startup 
company, it is definitely our goal to 
grow in scale,” Dickerson said.

Because the information 
technology industry can more easily 
allow employees to work remotely, 
limited broadband here has posed a 
small downside for Dickerson and 
other tech workers who want to 
work in Vermont. 

“Being in Vermont 
there are drawbacks. 
Ironically more now 
during the pandemic. 
The pandemic saw a 
bigger shift to remote 
work,” Dickerson 
said. “At-home 
internet for remote 
work is much lower 
quality compared to 
what I have access 
to at the work site. 
When I was in Rhode 
Island, I basically had 
fiber optic internet.” 

Not only does internet access 
get in the way of young tech 
workers moving to Vermont for 
employment, but young people 
tend to flock to cities because 
cities usually have more tech 
opportunities to offer. 

“People have to have certain 
interests and life goals to want to 
live in a small town or rural area 
compared to living in New York, 

them back. 
“We must work on making it more 

attractive for recent graduates to 
stay here and experienced workers 
who have left the workforce to 
return to work,” Kenney said. 
“Either way, we need good jobs, 
affordable housing and childcare, 
ubiquitous high-speed broadband, 
easily accessible training programs 
and great community amenities.”

ACEDC has joined with the 
Addison County Workforce 
Alliance to work on issues 
pertaining to keeping young 
people in Vermont. The Workforce 
Alliance’s mission is to similarly 
align the pool of potential 
employees in Addison County 
to the needs of employers and 
job seekers through systematic 
and ongoing engagement and 
partnership.

Geopipe’s continual expansion 
will hopefully attract more young 
people to follow Dickerson’s 
footsteps. But with issues like 
broadband, housing and labor 
shortages, combatting the trend 
of young people leaving the state 
might stay just as difficult as it has 
been for a while, especially since 
most of Vermont is geographically 
and culturally very different from 
urban centers in the country.

“The set of people who are 
willing to relocate to Vermont are 
much more willing to relocate if 
it’s something resembling an urban 
hub,” Dickerson said. 

LAKE CHAMPLAIN — 
University of Vermont researchers 
are enlisting the help of Lake 
Champlain anglers this summer to 
complete two important studies. 

The first study, in partnership 
with Dartmouth College, measures 
mercury concentrations in sport 
fish including walleye, yellow 
perch, smallmouth bass, lake trout 
and white perch. This survey is 
conducted every five years and will 
assist scientists in understanding 
how changing environmental 
conditions affect mercury levels 
in fish. The information also helps 
inform consumers about healthy 
eating choices as eating too many 
lake-caught fish with high mercury 
levels may cause neurological 
damage. 

With this in mind, Lake Champlain 
boat launch stewards are collecting 
fish samples Thursday through 
Monday until Sept. 5. Daytime hours 
vary from site to site. 

Anglers may donate whole fish 
or fish muscle tissue and will be 
asked to indicate the section of the 
lake where the fish was caught. 
Information about the study can be 
found at site.uvm.edu/hginfish. 

The second study tracks lake trout. 
This native species disappeared 
from Lake Champlain around 1900 
and only recently has shown signs 
of recovery due to annual stocking, 
which began in the mid-1970s. 

For this study, UVM researchers 
implanted acoustic transmitters into 
lake trout to collect data. These small 
black devices relay a coded signal 
to receivers placed around the lake, 
providing information such as the 
location and depth of a fish, along 
with the water temperature when it 
swims past a receiver. 

Anglers can help by checking for 
an external, numbered pink tag on 
the belly of any lake trout they catch, 
as these fish have been outfitted 
with a transmitter. Before releasing, 
they should record the number and 
email that to fishtag@uvm.edu. 
If harvested, they should retain 
the internal, black transmitter and 
contact the researchers at the same 
email to arrange for retrieval. 

Send your questions to fishtag@
uvm.edu, or kstepenu@uvm.edu.

UVM asking
anglers to help 
with studies

Dickerson
(Continued from Page 1A)

Boston or the (San Francisco) Bay 
area,” Dickerson said. “It helps that 
we have multiple locations, but it is 
challenging to get people to move 
to Vermont and it’s challenging to 
source candidates directly from 
Vermont because we’re not just 
a tech company in the sense of 
building a web app or an app on 
your phone, we’re a deep research 
technology company.”

Dickerson believes that starting 
Geopipe elsewhere 
made moving part 
of the company to 
Vermont easier. 

“Sometimes I 
think it was easier 
because we started 
out of state and 
made connections 
elsewhere, then 
moved back here,” 
he said. 

For a brief year, 
Geopipe used office 
space in Middlebury 
to get the Vermont 

branch of the company up and 
running.  

“But even with that, we ended up 
moving our office to Burlington,” 
Dickerson said. 
WORKFORCE ALLIANCE

Fred Kenney, executive director 
of the Addison County Economic 
Development Corporation 
(ACEDC), understands the issue 
of providing jobs to keep young 
people in the county — or bring 

BRISTOL NATIVE THOMAS Dickerson created the software 
company Geopipe in 2016 and moved back to Vermont in 2019 to be 
closer to home.

“I spent time out of 
state for necessity 
— school and 
work — but I 
really missed 
the values and 
community that I 
grew up with in 
Vermont.” 

— Vermont native 
Christi Kroll

“People have 
to have certain 
interests and life 
goals to want to 
live in a small 
town or rural 
area compared to 
living in New York, 
Boston or the (San 
Francisco) Bay 
area.” 

— Thomas Dickerson
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By ANDY KIRKALDY
ADDISON COUNTY — 

Certainly numbers help tell the 
story of the past high school 
spring season. Four local teams 
reached postseason finals, even if 
they didn’t win. Five more made 
semifinals. Two athletes won 
Division II track championships, 
and one of them joined three 
teammates to win a relay crown.

But as always there was so much 
more. I did one thing differently 
this spring, and it hammered home 
that it’s just as much about the 
journey as the destination. 

After all, all these teams and 
athletes start the season knowing 
only one person or group per sport 
will walk away as champion. The 
vast majority are doing it because 
it is fun to play, to compete, to do 
something with their friends and 
maybe just to see what they are 
capable of. 

What was different? Along the 
way intrepid photographer Steve 
James sent me photos of the events 
we attended together. 

Knowing I would be writing a 
year-end column about the spring 
season, I started setting aside 
images that not only captured well 
important action in games but also 
showed moments of emotion or 
joy, or maybe revealed something 
about the nature of the game, the 
athletes, or (drum roll!) sport itself. 

The captions of the photos reflect 
why they struck a chord. Thanks, 
Steve, for capturing the moments 
that really make a season.

As for history, it will record 
Middlebury Union High School 

senior Hannah Turner won the state 
title in the girls’ 400-meter run (for 
the second time!), while Mount 
Abraham sophomore Joe Darling 
claimed the boys’ long jump at the 
D-II championship track and field 
meet at Burlington High School. 

Turner also joined junior Seina 
Dowgiewicz, freshman Beth 
McIntosh and senior Ella Landis 
in winning the girls’ four-by-800-
meter relay race. 

Also of note on the track: Eagle 
junior Gavin Bannister took second 
in both D-II hurdling events, and 
two 9th-grade runners, Tiger 
Jasmine Hurley and Estella Laird 
from the North Branch School, 
also claimed silver. 

Four teams fell in finals. One 
was a Mount Abraham-Vergennes 
girls’ lacrosse team that was 
almost completely rebuilt from 
its D-II 2019 title squad. Only 
two players, seniors Ava “Txuxa” 
Doherty-Konczal and Elena 
Bronson, remained from that team 
after several seniors decided not 
to play this season. That left only 
four players from the 2021 squad, 
and one of those suffered a season-
ending injury. 

The Commodores excelled in 
just reaching the final and giving 
undefeated Hartford a battle in the 
championship.

Doherty-Konczal also along 
with her friend Molly Laurent 
played on the 2019 girls’ lax title 
team as well as four Eagle D-II 
field hockey championship squads. 

I poked around the VPA 
champions’ lists. I don’t believe 
any four-year members of the 

Middlebury teams that won four 
straight D-I girls’ lacrosse titles 
between 1998 and 2001 or the 
Eagle field hockey teams that 
claimed four D-II crowns between 
2002 and 2005 also won high 
school team titles in another sport. 

Does anyone out there know 
who might have matched Txuxa 
and Molly’s haul of five team 
trophies? If so, share the info at 
andyk@addisonindependent.com. 

GOOD PHOTOS CATCH moments. In this game, in which host MUHS upset VUHS, the question 
Commodore runner Elijah Duprey and Tiger third baseman Tucker Morter were asking of the umpire on 
this close play is clear. The answer: safe. 

Independent photo/Steve James

FORM IS IMPORTANT when competing in hurdles races, and 
Mount Abe junior Gavin Bannister showed impeccable technique in 
this spring home meet. The fact Bannister is a long-legged six-foot-
five also helped him take second in both hurdling events at the D-II 
state meet.

Independent photo/Steve James

POTENTIALLY PIVOTAL PLAYS can be forgotten. Early during 
Oxbow’s eight-run inning that proved decisive vs. VUHS in the D-III 
final, catcher Kaitlyn Little took a throw from pitcher Savanah Blaise 
and made this diving tag on an Oxbow runner to keep the game tied. 
Little also reached base three times in the setback, scored and drove 
in a run. 

Independent photo/Steve James

TIGER SENIORS MADE the most of their girls’ lax senior game, but none of them did more than Sophie 
Larocque, who as this photo shows hit full speed from the opening draw and scored three early goals 
to spark an MUHS victory. 

Independent photo/Steve James

Moments made spring sports memorable

(See Memorable, Page 2B)

MATTHEW
DICKERSON

Three strikes, 
no photos and 
the mysterious 
bowfin

SALISBURY — Saturday’s 
beautiful early summer weather 
welcomed more than 150 athletes 
to Branbury State Park in 
Salisbury for two Vermont Sun 
triathlon races — a sprint triathlon 
and Olympic distance triathlon, 
which were designated as state 
championship races.

Burlington’s Abe Rogers, 49, 
won the Olympic distance Lake 

Dunmore Triathlon in 2:13:53. He 
was followed almost a minute later 
by 27-year-old Alexander Kramer 
of East Northport, N.Y., in second 
in 2:14:48. Rachel Waller, 36 of 
Burnt Hills, N.Y., claimed the 
women’s crown in 2:32:10. Katy 
Dolbec, 39 of South Burlington 
took second in 2:34:51. 

The Olympic race consisted of a 
1,600-yard swim, 28-mile bike and 

6.2-mile run.
The Vermont Sun Sprint 

Triathlon was a 600-yard swim, 
14-mile bike, 3.1-mile run. Julia 
Koch, 33 of Taftsville won the 
women’s title in 1:18:27. Ripton’s 
Kelsey Shelofsky, 25, was the 
runner-up in 1:19:39. 

On the men’s side, Kris 
Freeman, 42, of Campton, N.H., 
claimed the crown in 1:02:16. Sean 

McLoughlin, 51, of Burlington, 
was second in 1:04:11. 

It was a perfect day for triathlon 
racing, temperatures were in the 
low 60s at the start of the race then 
rose into the middle 70s by the 
end, with light winds and a clear 
sky. Many racers and spectators 
commented on how beautiful and 
perfect the area was for a triathlon.

In the Olympic-distance race, 
Rogers took a commanding lead 
with the fastest swim (21:13.2) 
followed by the fastest bike time 
(1:11:23.1). Going into the run 
he held a commanding lead over 
Kramer of seven minutes. It turned 
out he needed almost all of that 
as Kramer ran at a 5:20-per-mile 
pace, over a minute faster than 
Rodgers’ 6:28 pace, to close to just 
55 seconds.

“I dropped my chain on the bike 
that cost me about a minute but I 
still thought I had a comfortable 
lead until I saw how well he 
(Kramer) was running at the turn 
around,” Rogers said. “Glad the 
race wasn’t a mile longer.” 

Charlotte’s Sean Fleming, who 
won a sprint triathlon in New York 
the previous weekend, placed third 
in 2:18:41.

Two Middlebury men had strong 
efforts in the relatively small but 
talented Olympic field, placing 

150 athletes drawn to Dunmore for triathlon 

(See Triathlon, Page 3B)

Vermont’s Arrowhead Mountain 
Lake is the only place I have ever 
caught a bowfin. 

When I reeled the fish in, I had 
no idea what I was looking at. I’d 
never seen one before. My catch 
was 20 inches long and looked 
prehistoric: one third eel, one 
third catfish and one third bass, 
with front fins and underbelly so 
bright green they looked almost 
fluorescent. I released the fish, and 

then went to 
the internet 
to solve the 
mystery. That’s 
where I learned 
about bowfin, 
also called 
mudfish, mud 
pike, dogfish, 
grindle, swamp 

trout and 
choupique. 

My wife Deborah was with 
me at the time I caught it. We 
were canoeing around the upper 
end of the lake near the mouth 
of the Lamoille River, pausing 
now and then from our paddling 
so I could cast to likely looking 
spots. Although I caught that one 
specimen more than a decade ago 
and Deborah is not an angler, it 
was such a unique fish that she 
still remembers right where I made 
the cast that landed it. I know 
this because we were paddling 
Arrowhead Mountain Lake this 
past week and I was about to point 
the spot out to her. Before I said 
anything, however, she beat me to 
the punch and pointed the spot out 
to me.

Unlike many fish now found in 
Vermont, including rainbow trout 
and brown trout, bowfin are native 
to the eastern United States and 
north up into southern Quebec and 
Ontario. Like pike, they are ambush 
feeders often hunting in shallow 
water. I also learned that bowfin 
are bimodal breathers meaning 
they can get oxygen from air or 
water. This allows them to survive 
by gulping air at the surface when 
oxygen levels in the water are too 
low (for example if a lake or river 
gets too warm or polluted). 

This week was my second time 
canoeing and fishing on Arrowhead 
Mountain Lake this June. I was 
working on a story for one of the 
fishing magazines I occasional 
write for. I’d hoped to get into a 
pike or two, and was casting big 
pike flies, but I would also have 
enjoyed landing my second bowfin 
or even a big bass. And for the 
magazine story, I really needed 

(See Dickerson, Page 3B)

COMPETITORS IN THIS past Saturday’s triathlons sponsored by Vermont Sun at Branbury State Park in Salisbury swam, biked and ran in and around Lake Dunmore. Above 
left, 15-year-old Amelia Shelton of Rutland transitioned from the bike to the run. Middle, Lila Thorne of Newbury, N.H., expressed her joy at finishing the race with some leaps 
near the end of the run. Right, a swimmer makes a quick transition out of the lake at the end of the swim.

Photos by Pat Henrick Photography
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The other MAV lax team — 
boys — also reached a final with 
two gritty comebacks on the road 
in the quarterfinal and semifinal 
rounds, but there was no stopping 
Montpelier in the D-III boys’ final. 
Like the MAV girls, the boys’ team 
has plenty of talented younger 
athletes. Both teams should be 
heard from in the future.

One suggestion, courtesy of my 
daughter Kiera: When it comes 
time to order new uniforms for 
the two blended teams, why not 
a name change to “Mavericks” to 
reflect the MAV designation? 

Also making finals were the 
VUHS softball team and the 
MUHS girls’ tennis team. 

This year’s VUHS softball team 
showed good spirit as well as talent 
and bid adieu to several multiple 
four-year starters, including 
Audrey Tembreull, Felicia Poirier 
and Sierra Bertrand. 

The one final I missed was girls’ 
tennis, played in Montpelier while 
we were putting the paper together. 
The top-seeded Solons topped 
the Tigers for the second straight 
season. Of note: Senior No. 2 
singles player Julia Bartlett won 
her individual match to finish an 
unbeaten spring.

Two boys’ lacrosse teams 
lost semifinals, MUHS and OV. 
Notably, during the regular season 
the Tigers defeated eventual 
champion Champlain Valley for 

the first time in years, and that 
proved to be the Redhawks’ only 
loss of the season. Overall, the 
Tigers are another young team with 
a promising outlook. 

The Tiger boys’ tennis team 
lost just once before falling to 
then undefeated St. Johnsbury in 
a semifinal. Coach Ken Schoen’s 
team returns its entire starting 
lineup and reportedly will add a top 
young player next spring, so more 
good news likely to come from that 
group. 

The Tiger softball team made it 
four MUHS teams at least reaching 
the semifinal round by winning 
big in a quarterfinal on the road. 
But undefeated eventual champion 
Lyndon ended their season in the 
next round.

Speaking of D-II, for the second 
straight year Enosburg ousted 
the Mount Abe softball team in a 
semifinal played on the Eagles’ 
own field. The Hornets plated 
seven runs in the seventh inning 
to prevail, 7-4, also winning the 
rubber match from the Eagles in 
the process for the second straight 
year. Senior Cami Willsey will 
be the hardest Eagle graduate to 
replace. 

On the baseball scene it was, 
of course, Coach Jeff Stetson’s 
last season leading the Mount 
Abe program. The Eagles’ D-II 
postseason didn’t go well, but 
their 11-6 final record included a 
9-1 Lake Division mark, good for 

a league title and recognition for 
Stetson as Lake Coach of the Year. 

Senior Adam Mansfield hit tape-
measure homers, and classmate 
Carter Monks helped stave off an 
MUHS upset bid with the most 
amazing RBI squeeze bunt I’ve 
ever seen. 

For Tiger baseball, it was good to 
see them back at the varsity level. 
The young team showed spunk 
and promising talent when I saw 
them — the close loss vs. Mount 
Abe and an upset of VUHS. Things 
look to be on track. 

The young Commodore nine 
also looks to be in decent shape 
moving forward. They won a few 

games, including a first-round 
playoff contest and the team has 
strong pitching on its side. 

Tiger girls’ lacrosse finished on 
a bit of a roll. There always seems 
to be one team that postponements 
make hard to cover, and Steve 
and I didn’t see the Tigers until 
their senior game. They made the 
most of it, thanks in part due to 
strong games from athletes playing 
their final home games, Sophie 
Larocque, Ivy Doran, Alanna 
Trudeau and, returning from injury, 
Fairley Olson.

The larger point is all these teams 
made great memories, regardless 
of their records. 

Just a few things I remember …
Cam Stone winning a couple 

lacrosse faceoffs vs. CVU and 
taking matters into his own hands, 
twice bursting past and through 
defenders to go in alone on goal, 
once being robbed by the goalie at 
the first-half horn and later scoring.

Sophie Larocque scoring three 
times in the first five minutes of her 
senior game. 

Monks’s pretzel logic squeeze 
bunt. 

The smile on Poirier’s face 
when she rounded the bases after 
hitting the second of two semifinal 
homers, and welcoming parties 
at home plate for both her and 
Mansfield.

What players might remember 
are team dinners, long bus rides, 
hanging with friends, the silly in-
jokes, the occasional bit of drama, 
maybe a few things they learned 
along the way about being part of a 
group, that lousy road game played 
in cold and rain and the nicer 
weather everyone wished would 
last forever. 

Spring sports and their moments 
spring eternal. 

Memorable 
(Continued from Page 1B)

EAGLE SENIOR CARTER Monks somehow managed to get down a game-winning squeeze bunt at 
MUHS. The pitch came in a foot over and behind his head, and Monks pretzeled his torso to get his bat on 
the ball and softly drop it in no man’s land between home plate and the mound. I’ve seen a lot of baseball, 
but never a bunt like that. 

Independent photo/Steve James

AS TIGER BOYS’ tennis coach Ken Schoen tells me when I hit with 
him, it’s important to stay calm and not get down on myself when 
I start spraying the ball all over the place. I should probably use 
unflappable Tiger girls’ No. 1 Scarlett Carrara as a role model. Steve 
captured the calm and poise with which the junior plays with this 
image. 

Independent photo/Steve James

Vermont’s “Sweetest” Half Marathon is Back!

After two years off because of the pandemic (2020 and 2021), central Vermont's sweetest 
half marathon is back on! But... We're changing the date from the spring to fall.

Sunday, Oct. 2, 2022

REGISTER TODAY!
1/2 MARATHON DISTANCE CAPPED AT 

750 RUNNERS —DON’T DELAY!

1/2 marathon (individual and relay) and 3 mile distances.
Enjoy the beautiful course through Middlebury and Weybridge 

on paved and gravel roads with breathtaking views!

M I D D L E B U R Y M A P L E R U N . C O M

Teams and Individuals  •  388-3060

VERMONTSUN.COM

SWIM 600 YARDS     BIKE 14 MILES     RUN 3.1 MILES

TRIATHLON

LAKE DUNMORE TRIATHLON
AUGUST 14

1600 yard swim • 28 mile bike • 6.2 mile run1600 yard swim • 28 mile bike • 6.2 mile run

JULY 17 AND AUGUST 14

BRANBURY CLASSIC TRIATHLON
JULY 17 –1.5 mile paddle • 14 mile bike • 3.1 mile run

TALKING WITH MUHS boys’ lacrosse coach Matt Rizzo this spring 
he made the point that sometimes an athlete just has to win one-on-
one. This shot captures one of those battles, MAV senior attacker 
Halle Huizenga vs. Lamoille goalie Jacie Walker. Walker made this 
save, but Huizenga scored later in the Commodores’ win. 

Independent photo/Steve James

ADDISON COUNTY — Sixteen 
members of the Middlebury 
Union High School and Mount 
Abraham-Vergennes cooperative 
girls’ lacrosse teams have received 
Division I or II postseason 
recognition. 

In D-I, MUHS defender Ivy 
Doran earned First Team honors, 
while in D-II Commodore 
midfielders Elena Bronson and 
Txuxa Doherty-Konczal and 
attacker Halle Huizenga were 
named First-Team all-stars. 

Tiger midfielders Lia Robinson 
and Sophie Larocque made the D-I 
Second Team, while midfielder 

Emerson Rice, defender Nell 
Harvey and attacker/defender 
Annie Dufault made the D-II 
Second Team. 

Earning Honorable Mention in 
D-I were attacker Ada Weaber and 
goalie Ava Schneider from MUHS, 
and in D-II from MAV defenders 
Natalie Adams and Safoura 
Camara, attacker Reese Gernander 
and goalie Carley Cook.

Doran, Larocque, Bronson, 
Doherty-Konczal and Huizenga 
also were named to the Vermont 
Twin State senior all-star team 
that lost to its New Hampshire 
counterpart on June 18. 

Girls’ lax stars picked

ADDISON COUNTY — A 
number of boys’ lacrosse players 
from Middlebury, Mount Abraham-
Vergennes and Otter Valley union 
high schools made Division I, 
Division III, or league teams for 
their efforts this spring.  The OV 
coach also won high honors.

Four Tigers earned recognition on 
the D-I team. MUHS defender Matt 
Kiernan and short-stick defensive 
midfielder Henry Hunsdorfer 
earned first-team recognition, and 
attacker Owen Lawton and faceoff 
specialist Cam Stone made the 
second team. 

The D-III first team included 
MAV attackers Henry Anderson 
and Sawyer Shepard, OV midfielder 
Hayden Bernhardt, MAV middie 
Andrew Nolan, MAV defenders 
Jade Edwards and Creed Stilwell, 

OV defender Dan O’Brien, and 
MAV faceoff specialist Taylor 
Stearns.

The D-III second team featured 
OV attacker Evan Thomas, MAV 
middie Sawyer Leonard, MAV 
defenders Collin Dupoise and Jake 
Kadar, and OV faceoff specialist 
Ben Marks. 

OV’s Matt Clark was named the 
D-III Coach of the Year.

The Metro Conference first 
team included Lawton, Kiernan, 
Hunsdorfer and Stone. 

The Mountain League first team 
included Stearns, while Anderson 
made the second team. 

Stearns was picked for the 
Vermont Twin State team, and 
Edwards was selected as an alternate 
for that squad, which edged New 
Hampshire, 14-13, on June 18. 

Boys’ lacrosse all-stars named
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Thursday July 14th at 7:00
Reggie Harris

Thursday July 14th at 8:30
Damn Tall Buildings

Friday July 15th at 8:30
C.F.I 

Friday July 15th at 7:00
Oshima Brothers

See our ad in today’s Arts+Leisure for a full line-up | Info: 802-239-1976 | festivalonthegreen.org

12th and 13th overall. Joseph 
Powers took third in the men’s 35 
to 39 age group (2:40:03). Powers 
ran past race founder and director 
Steve Hare in the fi nal mile. Hare 
has had both his hips replaced in 
the past year and a half. He was the 
oldest competitor in the Olympic 
triathlon, winning the 65 to 69 age 
group (2:40:45).

“Running has been a challenge, 
I still love participating in our 
events,” Hare said. “Seeing others 

enjoy their fi tness keeps me 
motivated to putting on the races.”

In the women’s sprint race, 
Shelofsky trailed Koch by three 
minutes after the bike, but had 
the second-fastest run to get to 
within 1:12 of the win. Shelofsky’s 
mother, Alison, also of Ripton was 
second in the 55–59 age group 
placing 10th overall in 1:24:47. 
Kelsey beat her mom out of the 
water by two minutes but Mom 
nearly caught up to her with a 1:30 
faster bike. Kelsey’s run was 4:30 

better.
Bristol’s Nick Pierce, 43, was 

fi fth overall in the men’s sprint and 
second in his age group (1:11:11). 
He was passed by James Underwood 
of Woodstock (1:11:10) while 
passing Burlington’s Mark Mulder 
(1:11:16) both in the last 100 yards.

The sprint race saw 101 
individuals plus two teams line up 
at the starting line; 51 individuals 
and three teams started the 
Olympic-distance event.

The day’s competitions also 

included aquabike versions of 
the sprint and Olympic-distance 
events, which consisted of just 
swimming and biking. Five 
competitors took part in those 
events, none from Addison County.

Complete results and splits 
can be found at vermontsun.
com. The races benefi ted and 
were supported by the Brandon 
Fire Department, Branbury State 
Park and the Middlebury Union 
Middle School cross country team. 
Local business sponsors included 

Addison Independent, Woodchuck 
Hard Cider, National Bank of 
Middlebury, Frog Hollow Bikes, 
Carrara’s and Graph-X.

This is Vermont Sun Fitness 
Center’s 37th season putting on 
triathlon events at Lake Dunmore. 
The series continues July 17 with 
Vermont Sun Triathlon sprint and 
the Branbury Classic, which is a 
1.5-mile paddle, 14-mile bike and 
3.1-mile run. The series concludes 
on Sunday, Aug. 14, with the same 
two events as this past Saturday.

some good photos of fi sh caught 
in the lake. Although Deborah 
managed to get some photos of me 
fi shing, and I learned a lot more 
about the lake — more accurately 
a reservoir, since it is not a natural 
water body, but one formed by a 
human-made dam — I failed to get 
any good fi sh photos. I also failed 
to get any bad photos. I failed even 
to catch any fi sh, though on three 
occasions I did succeed in getting a 
fi sh to chase my fl y. 

The hydroelectric generating 
Clark’s Falls Dam was built in 
Milton in 1936 and 1937. The 
740-acre reservoir it created (on 
top of what was once farmland) 
is the fi nal impoundment on the 
Lamoille River. I began fi shing 
there occasionally — usually from 
canoe — about 15 years ago when 
Deborah’s parents moved there 
from Burlington. It’s a good fi shery 
with a wide variety of species, and 
quite different from anything I fi sh 
in the Middlebury area. In addition 
to my one and only bowfi n, I’ve also 
had good smallmouth fi shing near 
the high railroad bridge where the 
Lamoille fl ows into the lake. One 
can also fi nd perch, pike, walleye 
and pickerel in the lake, and some 
panfi sh also. And while I don’t 
think of it as a cold-water fi shery, 
I’ve heard of people catching trout 
in the lake, which isn’t surprising 
since trout could easily move 
downriver from the Lamoille.

On my two short outings this June 
I was after pike and bowfi n, not just 
for the enjoyment of the catch but 
also because I needed the photos. 
Both times it was windy, and I was 
in a canoe. I didn’t have time to 
work the whole four-mile length of 
the lake, so I kept to the eastern end 
near my in-laws, where the inlet 
enters. The water is shallow there 
and feels less like a lake and more 
like a braided river running through 
grasses, reeds and lily pads. It 
always feels pikey to me. 

In fact, I twice dropped a fl y near 
the reeds and had a pike chase it 
only to miss on the strike. The third 
strike came in just two feet of water. 
I dropped my big fl y right in the lily 
pads just 20 feet from the canoe. 
One quick strip of the fl y and the 
water exploded as a big fi sh struck 
and missed. As it swam away, I 
caught a glimpse of what looked 
like a big bass or possibly a bowfi n. 

Three strikes and I was out. I 
paddled back to the house without 
any fi sh photos, bringing with me 
only my memories of exploding 
water and the spots where I missed 
fi sh.

Dickerson 
(Continued from Page 1B)

Contact us for information:
advertising@addisonindependent.com or call 802-388-4944

SomaworkSomaworkss    ••    MiddleburMiddleburyy,, VT VT 
802-388-3362 802-388-3362 

Wellness        

Want to advertise in this
Directory?

Practitioner Practitioner 
of the Weekof the Week

“Wellness is more than the absence of illness.”

50 Court St • Middlebury, Vt 05753

A Center for 
Independent Health Care Practitioners

SOMAWORK

WELLNESS
CENTER

Jim Condon Jim Condon ..... 802-388-4880 or 802-475-2349
    SomaWork

Caryn Etherington Caryn Etherington ............  802-388-4882 ext. 3
    Therapeutic Massage & Bodywork

Charlotte BishopCharlotte Bishop ................ 802-388-4882 ext. 4
    Therapeutic Soft & Deep Tissue

JoAnne KenyonJoAnne Kenyon...............................802-388-0254
Energy Work                www.joanne.abmp.com

Winfield Kelley, D.C. Winfield Kelley, D.C. ....................... 802-453-6010
   Chiropractic Treatment

Donna Belcher, M.A.Donna Belcher, M.A. ..................... 802-388-3362
    Licensed Psychologist - Master

Nancy TellierNancy Tellier.................... 802-388-4882 ext. 1
Ortho-Bionomy®

Hyla DickinsonHyla Dickinson...................................... 802-989-2969
Therapeutic Massage, Lymph Drainage
Craniosacral & Visceral Manipulation

Donna Belcher, 
M.A., psychologist-
master, has been 
in private practice 
in Vermont for 34 
years. She has felt 
privileged to work 
with a wide variety 
of people. She has 
experience with 
such challenges 
as: depression, 
anxiety, grief, 
chronic illness, 
divorce, caregiver 
burnout, work 
stress, mid life 
transitions and 
developing a 
deeper connection with creativity 
and life purpose.

My offi ce is currently open for 
telephone, online, and in person 
appointments.

Most insurances now cover 
telephone and video.

Donna Belcher, 
MA Licensed 
Psychologist 

- Master, 
Psychotherapy
 & Hypnosis

Directory

CORRECTION: In last week’s column, Karl Lindholm urged parents to “turn around” their baseball 
playing children to have them bat from the left side, closer to fi rst base. He erroneously reported that 
“exactly none” of the players chose to do so. One player, the columnist’s fi ve-year-old granddaughter, 
Carys, switched to the left side and batted that way in all four of the team’s games. The Independent regrets 
the error and the columnist is suitably chastened.

ADDISON COUNTY — 
Fourteen baseball players from 
Mount Abraham, Vergennes, Otter 
Valley and Middlebury union high 
schools have earned postseason 
recognition from either the Lake 
Division or the Southern Vermont 
League B Division. 

One of those players, Eagle 
senior Adam Mansfi eld, who 
helped Mount Abe win the Lake 
Division with a 9-1 league mark, 
was named the Lake Division 
Player of the Year. 

Mount Abe Coach Jeff Stetson 
was also voted by his peers as the 
Lake Coach of The Year in his fi nal 
spring leading the Eagles. 

Joining Mansfi eld, a pitcher/
infi elder, on the Lake First Team 
from Mount Abe are pitcher/third 
baseman Gus Hill, shortstop/
pitcher Neil Guy, catcher Tanner 
Harris, and outfi elder/infi elder 
Chance Denecker. 

Two Commodores joined them 
on the Lake First Team, primarily 
as pitchers, Tyler Kimball and Nate 

Muzzy. One Tiger, catcher Carter 
Paquette, also made the Lake First 
Team. 

OV’s Jordan Beayon and Ethan 
Blow were named to the SVL B 
Division First team, and Otters 
Luca Polli and Ben Adams earned 
SVL Second Team nods.

Earning Honorable Mention 
from the Lake Division were two 
Eagles, Carter Monks and Ethan 
Thompson.

Local boys named baseball stars

Triathlon 
(Continued from Page 1B)

Two dozen softball players earn recognition
ADDISON COUNTY — After 

winning seasons for all four 
programs, two dozen softball 
players from the Mount Abraham, 
Middlebury, Vergennes and Otter 
Valley earned postseason honors 
from either the Lake Division or 
the Southern Vermont League B 
Division. And one local coach was 

honored, too.
Six received Lake First-Team 

honors: VUHS fi rst baseman 
Felicia Poirier, third baseman 
Jasmine Little and shortstop Audrey 
Tembruell; and from Mount Abe 
second baseman Dakota Larocque, 
outfi elder Bella Powell and utility 
player Cami Willsey, a pitcher/

catcher/third baseman. 
Joining them as an SVL fi rst 

teamer is OV pitcher Riley Keith. 
Earning Second Team nods from 

the Lake Division were one Tiger, 
outfi elder Lily Dame, and seven 
Eagles, pitcher Eve McCormick, 
catcher Gabrielle Lafreniere, fi rst 
basemen Natalie Chase, third 

baseman Payton Vincent, shortstop 
Lucy Parker, and outfi elders Patty 
McNerney and Joanna Toy.

Earning Lake honorable mention 
were three Commodores, pitcher 
Savanah Blaise, catcher Kaitlyn 
Little and outfi elder Rory Couture; 
Eagle second baseman/outfi elder 
Madelyn Hayden; and Tiger 

pitcher/infi elder Lexi Whitney and 
catcher/infi elder Patience Hanley.

Earning SVL honorable mention 
were Otters Marissa Connors, Alice 
Keith and Ryleigh LaPorte. OV’s 
Kelly Trayah was named the SVL 
B Division’s Coach of the Year.

IN SATURDAY’S COMPETITION, Brandon’s Eric 
Morgano, middle, cruises through the 10K portion of the 
Vermont Sun Sprint Triathlon at a 7:26 per mile pace. 
He fi nished 10th in the race. In the same event, Alison 
Shelofsky, left, races to 10th place in the women’s 
division, while daughter Kelsey Shelofsky, right, captures 
2nd place. Both Shelofskys live in Ripton.

Photos courtesy of Pat Hendrick
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Friday July 1st ~ Saturday, Aug.9th

IF YOU WANT TO ATTEND A GREAT AUCTION THIS 
SUMMER, MAKE IT THIS ONE.

Come to Brandon for the Annual Great
Brandon Auction INSIDE, INSTEAD! 

Inside,
Instead!!

Our indoor location will be staffed by volunteers for 9 days, and items will 
be set up for silent auction bidding and Ebay Buy It Now format so you 
can walk out the door with your treasure!

The Auction offers antiques, collectibles, new merchandise, surprises and 
treasures from attics and barns. Also lots of gift certificates to dozens of 
local businesses incl. restaurants, brew pubs, fuel oil, massages, services 
and much more! 

Other donations include new New England Woodcraft ebony bedroom 
set, tools, art, 2 elegant dining room sets, dressers, beds, chairs, trunks, 
lots of beautiful dishes and depression glass. Original art by some of 
Brandon’s most famous artists: Warren Kimble, Dolores Furnari, Medana 
Gabbard, Robin Kent, Liza Myers plus art from Judith Reilly, Edward 
Loedding and others. And our usual selection of interesting and eclectic 
items, including a brand new Bosch warming drawer that retails for $1500!

Nine days to bid and buy at 6 Park St- downtown Brandon!!  
Resellers-You will be required to sign an exemption form -

Bring Your Number!   Terms:cash or good check. 

34th

6 park St.- future home of National Bank of Middlebury!
In Brandon’s beautiful new downtown!

OPEN HOURS
Fri July 1: 2–7 pm;   |  Sat July 2: 8 am-9 pm
(this is Brandon’s 4th of July Festivities Day!);

Sun & Mon July 3&4: 11 am–5 pm;
Tues July 5 thru Fri July 8: 11 am–7 pm;
Sat July 9: 8 am-2pm- Auction Closes

 Sun July 10–10 am–2 pm for item pickup.

802-247-6401   info@brandon.org and
www.brandon.org  for more info and pictures.

Used Book Sale
    Saturday, July 9th | 10am-2pm

Weather permitting, the book sale will be 
outside in the Middlebury Town O�  ces Plaza.

If inclement, it will be in the Community Room
at Ilsley Library.

Cash or check only. All sales support library programs.

calendarcalendar
communitycommunity

Celebrate independence
FULL-ON JULY FOURTH festivities return to Addison County after two years of COVID 

limitations. Enjoy parades and more in Brandon on Saturday, July 2, and Bristol, above, on 
Monday, July 4, as well as fireworks on July 2 in Brandon and on July 3 in Vergennes and 
Bristol. Salisbury’s annual Ice Cream Social returns as well on July 4. See calendar listings 
for more info.

Independent file photo/Steve James

THURSDAYjune
30 Destigmatizing Dementia in 

Addison County conversation 
in Middlebury. Thursday, June 30, 

8:15-9:30 a.m., Congregational Church of 
Middlebury, 30 North Pleasant St. Been touched 
by Dementia? A couple people will talk and 
then you can join a conversation hosted by 
the Alzheimer’s Association and local people 
affected by the disease. For more information 
or to register call 802-440-1881 or email 
mmpolyte@alz.org.

Virtual U.S. House candidate forum. Thursday, 
June 30, 7-9 p.m., Zoom. The League of Women 
Voters of Vermont will host a virtual Candidates 
Forum for U.S. House of Representatives. Hear 
from candidates running in the Aug. 9 Primary 
Election. Eight major party candidates are vying 
for nomination of Vermont’s lone congressional 
seat. More info and registration at lwvofvt.org/
events-calendar.

Movies in the Park After Dark in Bristol. 
Thursday, June 30, dusk, town green. “The 
Lorax.” Free and open to the public.

Where’s Waldo scavenger hunt in 
Middlebury. Begins Wednesday, July 

1, downtown. Middlebury’s popular, 
town-wide scavenger hunt is back after a 

pause for construction and the pandemic. Pick 
up your “I Found Waldo” stamp card at Vermont 
Book Shop and get searching. Prizes will be 
awarded at a party at month’s end. All ages 
welcome.

Great Brandon Auction in Brandon. Friday, July 
1- Saturday, July 9, Auction Center, 6 Park St. 
Bid on silent auction items or walk out the door 
with our eBay style “Buy It Now” option. For 
hours of operation and more info go to www.
brandon.org.

Age Well sit-down lunch in Middlebury. Friday, 
July 1, 11 a.m., VFW, 530 Exchange St. Meal 
served at noon of pan-seared chicken breast with 
sweet and sour sauce, rice pilaf, vegetable blend, 
roll, chocolate brownie with chocolate sauce 
and milk. Please bring your own place setting. 
$5 Suggested donation. Advanced reservations 
only by Sunday, June 26. Call Michelle at 802-
377-1419. Free ride or pick-up and delivery may 
be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. 
TVT requires 48-hour notice.

Age Well grab and go meal in Starksboro. 
Friday, July 1, 3:30 p.m., Starksboro Baptist 
Church, Route 116. Please stay in your car. 
Drive up, check-in, contact-free pick up. Beef 
stroganoff with mushrooms over noodles, 
Brussels sprouts, roll, blueberry crisp and milk. 
Advanced reservations only. Call Michelle to 
reserve by Sunday, June 26, at 802-377-1419. 
Open to anyone age 60 and up and their spouse 
of any age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery 
may be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to 
inquire. TVT requires 48-hour notice.

Mount Abraham Class of 1972 reunion in 
Middlebury. Friday, July 1, 6-11 p.m., Mr. Ups. 
Mt. Abe 1972 grads, come to your 50th reunion. 
Organizers are asking all classmates to R.S.V.P 
and to get more information by contacting Mary 
Bingham at 802-453-3969, Diane Livingston at 
802-458-2005 or Bill Laberge at 802-388-3368 
no later than June 25.

Great Brandon Auction in 
Brandon. Saturday, July 2, 8 a.m.-9 

p.m., Auction Center, 6 Park St. See 
July 1 listing.

Independence Day celebration in Brandon. 
Saturday, July 2, 10 a.m.-dusk. Enjoy an entire 
day of family fun, beginning at 10 a.m. with 
Vermont’s biggest small town parade, followed by 
live music and an abundance of food throughout 
the day. There’ll be family activities for all ages, 
including the annual Lil’ Debbie Swiss Roll Eating 
Contest and the Duck Race over Neshobe Falls. 
Cold drinks and snacks will be available at the 
upstairs concession area at Brandon Town Hall 
and the bathrooms will be available while the 
hall is open. The Celebration continues into 
the evening with a Street Dance with Jam Man 
Entertainment, then finally comes to a close at 
dusk with our spectacular fireworks display.

Book sale in Middlebury. Saturday, July 2, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m., Town Office plaza. Rain location 
Jessica Swift Community Room, 75 Main St. 
Accessed via the garden ramp or through the 
Children’s room. 

Great Brandon Auction in Brandon. 
Sunday, July 3, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Auction 

Center, 6 Park St. See July 1 listing.
Fireworks and Fun in Bristol. Sunday, July 3, 

6 p.m. Food and crafts vendors will set up at 6 
p.m. on the Rec. Field. Entertainment by the 40th 
Army Band from the Vermont National Guard 
followed by The DJ Jam Man. Fireworks at dusk. 

Fireworks in Vergennes. Sunday, July 3, 8 p.m. 
The Eagles and American Legion Post No. 14, 
together will light up the skies in celebration of 
Independence Day. The fireworks are set up in 
the ball fields of VUHS and can be viewed from 
most anywhere around. Rain date July 5.

Great Brandon Auction in Brandon. 
Monday, July 4, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Auction 

Center, 6 Park St. See July 1 listing.
Parade and More in Bristol. Monday, July 

4. Pam Paradee 5K Road Race starts at 7:30 
a.m. at Mount Abraham Union High School. 
Great Bristol Outhouse Race returns to West 
Street at the park at 9 a.m. Parade leaves the 
Rec. Park at 10:30 a.m. and passes the town 
green at around 11 a.m. Then from noon onward 
there is live music and food on the green.

Ice cream social in Salisbury. Monday, July 4, 
2-4 p.m., Salisbury Meetinghouse, 853 Maple St. 
Salisbury will celebrate Independence Day with 
its 47th annual ice cream social on the lawn and 
under the tent. Come, visit with your neighbors, 
and enjoy ice cream by the cone or the dish with a 
wide range of toppings and accompanying choice 
of home-baked pie. The proceeds will be divided 
between food relief programs and preparing the 
meetinghouse for enhanced community use. 
Rain or shine, the ice cream’s fine.

FRIDAYjuly
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American Red Cross blood drive in 
Middlebury. Tuesday, July 5, 10 a.m.-

4 p.m., VFW, 530 Exchange St. Donors 
needed to give blood or platelets to ensure 
a strong blood supply in the coming months. 
To schedule an appointment to donate blood, 
platelets or plasma, download the Red Cross 
Blood Donor App, visit RedCrossBlood.org or 
call 1-800-CROSS (1-800-733-2767).

Great Brandon Auction in Brandon. Tuesday, 
July 5, 11 a.m.-7 p.m. Auction Center, 6 Park St. 
See July 1 listing.

Age Well grab and go meal in Bridport. Tuesday, 
July 5, 11 a.m., Bridport Congregational Church, 
54 Middle Road. Please stay in your car. Drive 
up, check-in, contact-free pick up. Barbeque 
chicken, baked beans, cauliflower, wheat bread, 
strawberry shortcake, and milk. Advanced 
reservations only. Call Michelle by June 30 to 
reserve at 802-377-1419. Open to anyone age 
60 and up and their spouse of any age. Free ride 
or pick-up and delivery may be provided. Call 
TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. TVT requires 
48-hour notice. 

Age Well sit down meal in Vergennes. Tuesday, 
July 5, 11 a.m., Vergennes Congregational Church, 
30 Water St. Doors open at 11 a.m., lunch served 
at noon. Goulash with ground beef, spinach, roll, 
apple, and milk. Advanced reservations only. Call 
Michelle to reserve by June 30, at 802-377-1419. 
$5 suggested donation. Please bring your own 
place setting. Open to anyone age 60 and up and 
their spouse of any age. Local bus provided. Call 
TVT at 802-388-2287 to arrange. TVT requires 
a 48-hour notice. Masks required unless seated 
and eating.

Reading Frederick Douglass in Ferrisburgh. 
Tuesday, July 5, 1 p.m., Rokeby Museum, 4334 
Route 7. A public reading of Frederick Douglass’s 
Fifth of July Speech. Community members are 
asked to join us and read a section of Douglass’s 
speech.

Great Brandon Auction in Brandon. 
Wednesday, July 6, 11 a.m.-7 p.m. 

Auction Center, 6 Park St. See July 1 
listing.

Age Well grab and go meal in Monkton. 
Wednesday, July 6, 11:30 a.m., Monkton Town 
Hall, 93 Monkton Ridge. Barbeque chicken, 
baked beans, cauliflower, wheat bread, 
strawberry shortcake, and milk. Advanced 
reservations only. Call Michelle by June 30 to 
reserve at 802-377-1419. Open to anyone age 
60 and up and their spouse of any age. Free ride 
or pick-up and delivery may be provided. Call 
TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. TVT requires 
48-hour notice. 

Town Band performs in Bristol. Wednesday, July 
6, 7-8:30 p.m. Town Green. The Bristol Band, 
which has been making music since 1870, will 
play in the gazebo every Wednesday. Bring a 
lawn chair or blanket.

Great Brandon Auction in 
Brandon. Thursday, July 7, 11 a.m.-

7 p.m. Auction Center, 6 Park St. See 
July 1 listing.

Book donation day in Vergennes. Thursday, July 
7, 3-6 p.m., Parking Lot, Bixby Memorial Library, 
258 Main St. Bring your book donations for the 
next Friends Used Book Sale to the Bixby Library. 
Special needs this month are children’s books. 
Make sure your books are in good condition and 
recently published (2010 or after). Bring them to 
the parking lot behind the Bixby. More info call 
802-877-2211.

Great Brandon Auction in Brandon. 
Friday, July 8, 11 a.m.-7 p.m. Auction 

Center, 6 Park St. See July 1 listing.
Age Well grab and go meal in Starksboro. 

Friday, July 8, 3:30 p.m., Starksboro Baptist 
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Church, Route 116. Please stay in your car. Drive 
up, check-in, contact-free pick up. Barbeque 
chicken, baked beans, cauliflower, wheat bread, 
strawberry shortcake, and milk. Advanced 
reservations only. Call Michelle by July 3 to 
reserve at 802-377-1419. Open to anyone age 
60 and up and their spouse of any age. Free ride 
or pick-up and delivery may be provided. Call 
TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. TVT requires 
48-hour notice. 

Mukana in New Haven. Friday, July 8, 6-7:30 
p.m., Lincoln Peak Vineyard, 142 River Rd. 
Mukana (meaning “opportunity” in the Shona 
language of Zimbabwe) is an eclectic gathering 
of world-class musicians. This international band 
blends world and jazz traditions in sophisticated 
arrangements, with beautiful complexity and 
global rhythms. The third performance in Town 
Hall Theater’s World Music+Wine series. Tickets 
$15 advance/$18 door/kids 12 and under free, 
available www.townhalltheater.org, by calling 
802-382-9222, or at the door. 

Museum after hours summer party in 
Ferrisburgh. Friday, July 8, Lake Champlain 
Maritime Museum, Basin Harbor Rd. Lake 
Champlain Maritime Museum is opening up after 
hours for a special summer party this July! Enjoy 
live music, wood-fired pizza, lu•lu ice cream, a 
special summer cocktail, outside exhibits, and 
more. Tickets are $40 per person and include 
food and drink. More info at www.lcmm.org/
event/summerparty.

Wildlife walk in Middlebury. 
Saturday, July 9, 7-9 a.m., Otter View 

Park, corner of Weybridge St. and Pulp 
Mill Bridge Rd. Otter Creek Audubon and the 
Middlebury Area Land Trust invite community 
members to help survey birds and other wildlife 
at Otter View Park and the Hurd Grassland. Meet 
at Otter View Park parking area. Shorter and 
longer routes possible. Beginning birders are 
welcome. Come for all or part of the walk. Please 
bring a mask. For information call 802-388-1007 
or 802-388-6019. 

Great Brandon Auction in Brandon. Saturday, 
July 9, 8 a.m.-2 p.m., Auction Center, 6 Park St. 
Auction closes. See July 1 listing.

Peasant Market in Middlebury. Saturday, July 9, 
9 a.m.-1 p.m., on the town green. St. Stephen’s 
offers up its annual and beloved peasant market. 
Fabulous deals on jewelry, toys, sporting 
goods, garden accessories, plants, household 
goods, linens, antiques and collectibles. Fresh 
squeezed lemonade, homemade baked goods 
and wonderful fruit pies. 

Used book sale in Vergennes. Saturday, July 9, 
9 a.m.-noon, Bixby Memorial Library, 258 Main 
St. Come and find a book treasure downstairs in 
the OCR room. Enter from the back parking lot. 
Take as many as you want and make a donation.

Middlebury Community Music School concert 
in Middlebury. Saturday, July 9, 1 p.m., 
Reference Room, Ilsley Public Library, 75 Main 
St. IPL is partnering with MCMC for free concerts 
in the library. Musician will be either teachers or 
students from MCMC.

Takeout turkey and salad supper in Vergennes. 
Saturday, July 9, 5-6 p.m., Vergennes United 
Methodist Church, Main Street, Vergennes, 
(across from the Vergennes Opera House). 
Turkey, potato salad, broccoli salad, roll and 
dessert. Adults $12. Take out preorder only. Must 
place order by 7 p.m. Thursday, July 7. To order 
call 802-877-3150.

Great Brandon Auction in 
Brandon. Sunday, July 10, 10 a.m.-2 

p.m. Auction Center, 6 Park St. For pick 
up of items only. See July 1 listing.

SATURDAYjuly
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CALENDARONLINE

BE SURE TO CHECK OUT OUR

MIDD SUMMER MIDD SUMMER 
MARKETMARKET

July 7th from 3-7 p.m.
with live music by the Back Porch Jazz

Every Thursday evening in 
Downtown Middlebury

Hosted by the Better Middlebury Partnership.
Vendor application details at
ExperienceMiddlebury.com

Saturday, July 9, 2022 • 9:00 AM-1:00 PM
 ANTIQUES  •  JEWELRY

PUZZLES & BOARD GAMES
WHITE ELEPHANT ITEMS • LINENS

CHILDREN’S ITEMS & TOYS
 HOMEMADE PIES  •  SILENT AUCTION 

HAND SQUEEZED LEMONADE
MEXICAN FOOD

GARDEN  •  SPORTING GOODS
OVER $22,000 WENT TO SUPPORT

LOCAL CHARITABLE EFFORTS LAST YEAR
For more information visit STSTEPHENSMIDD.ORG
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Helping Young Families Get The Right Start

• Community Playgroups
• Parent Education Classes
• Home Visits
• Pregnancy Prevention Programs
• Parent Training & Child Center
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LINCOLN — Congratulations to 
the newly elected Lincoln School 
Board members, Paul Forlenza, 
Abby Reynolds, and Jennifer 
Oldham. There is still much work 
ahead in this process, so stay tuned 
for more information and contact 
one of the board members if you’re 
willing and able to help.

You’re invited to join an in-
person four-part discussion group 
of the book, “Stolen Focus: Why 
You Can’t Pay Attention and 
How To Think Deeply Again.” 
Discussions will be held at the 
library on July 13, July 27, Aug. 
10 and Aug. 24 from 10 a.m. to 
11:15 a.m. and will be facilitated 
by Mellen Kennedy. 

In today’s world, there are so 
many things to distract us. In this 
book, Johann Hari explores the 
inability of people to focus their 
attention for any given amount 
of time. Citing technology, sleep 
deprivation and environmental 

factors as some of the reasons for 
people’s lack of focus, the author 
does offer suggestions on how to 
improve your focus and attention 
span. Please contact the library at 
802-453-2665 or email them at 
lincolnlibraryvt@gmail.com to 
register for the group.
REMINDER

The Lincoln Historical Society 
Museum is open to the public 
every second and fourth Sunday 
of the month through mid-October 
from noon-4 p.m. The historical 
society’s collections include 
objects, textiles, photographs, 
historical papers and documents, 
newspaper clippings and books. 
These items document the history 
of the town, villages, agriculture, 
schools, industries, businesses, arts, 
recreation, religious organizations, 
and of course, the people.

Until next time … Have a happy 
and safe 4th of July!

NEWS

Lincoln Have a news tip? Call Dawn 
Mikkelsen at 453-7029

Erin Lawrence graduated in 
June Phi Beta Kappa and Magna 
Cum Laude from the University 
of Denver with a degree in art 
and minors in sustainability, 
biology and Italian. Erin plans 
to attend graduate school, where 
she will study sustainability.

She grew up in Addison 
and attended Addison Central 
School and Vergennes Union 
High School, where she 
graduated in 2018. She is the 
daughter of Cinny and George 
Lawrence and sister of Tommy 
Lawrence. 

Lawrence graduates from Denver
ERIN LAWRENCE

ADDISON  COUNTY

School News Briefs

MONTPELIER — The 
Community College of Vermont 
(CCV) has released its honors lists 
for the spring 2022 semester. Local 
students named to the President’s 
List include:

Bristol: Jeremiah Cutsinger 
Lincoln: Ethan Kile 
Salisbury: William Barber
Vergennes: Hannah Freedner-

Matesi and Pearl Sutton
A number of local students were 

also named to the Student Honors 
List, including: 

Addison: Heidi Fields
Bridport: Abigail Bailey and 

Matthew Burkins

Bristol: Jennifer Allred, Linda 
Barrows, Miranda Berry and 
Andrea Craft

Ferrisburgh: Cierra Hoyt.
Lincoln: Charissa Swan
Middlebury: Kelly O’Keefe 

and  Shannah Weller
New Haven: Madison Ask and 

Stephanie Rule
Orwell: Jamilah Mishoe
Starksboro: Liana Szczecinski
Whiting: Katie Mitchell
Three local student were named 

to the CCV Dean’s List:
Addison: Alex Russett
Middlebury: Tanya 

Gambardella and Justin Koontz

Students receive honors from CCV

MONTPELIER — With spring 
and summer cleaning underway, 
the Department of Environmental 
Conservation wants to remind and 
encourage Vermonters to follow a 
few guidelines for on-premise or 
backyard open burning. 

Burning materials from spring 
cleanup can release harmful 
pollution that can impact neighboring 
properties. By following these 
guidelines, Vermonters can help 
reduce air pollution, avoid nuisance 
impacts, and protect human and 
environmental health. 

The on-premise or backyard 
burning of brush, deadwood, or 
tree cuttings collected from normal 
property maintenance is allowed 
under the Vermont Air Pollution 
Control Regulations as long as no 
public or private nuisance, such as 
excessive smoke, is created. These 
guidelines can help Vermonters 
avoid creating nuisance impacts 
during on-premise or backyard 
burning: 

• Allow green materials to dry 
prior to burning. 

• Consider the wind speed and 

direction before beginning the burn. 
• Postpone burning if 

atmospheric conditions are not 
favorable to disperse the smoke 
(see Using Air Quality Forecasts 
webpage bit.ly/3l65UzO). 
•	 Ensure	that	the	fire	burns	hot.	
• Obtain a local burn permit from 

the	 town	fire	warden	 (see	 the	Fire	
Warden Directory bit.ly/3wm85Eo 
to	find	their	contact	information).	

“Our best suggestion is to avoid 
burning altogether and let the 
materials decompose naturally,” 
said	John	Wakefield,	the	Department	
of Environmental Conservation’s 
Compliance Section Chief for 
the Air Quality and Climate 
Division. Additional tips on what 
to do with excess leaves, grass, 
and wood — such as composting 
and brush piles — can be found 
on this Waste Management and 
Prevention Division webpage  at 
bit.ly/3L6wVxy. 

For more information on open 
burning in Vermont, go to the Air 
Quality and Climate Division’s 
webpage on backyard burning at 
bit.ly/3L9y3Au. 

Be sure to follow rules of
backyard open burning

Jared Schauer of Middlebury 
received a master of science in 
Public Relations from Quinnipiac 

University during a commencement 
ceremony held in May.

Justin Tremblay of Brandon 
has been named to the dean’s list at 
Coastal Carolina University for the 
spring 2022 semester. A Biology 

major from Brandon, Tremblay 
received his diploma during the 
University’s commencement 
ceremonies, held May 6-7.

Keep up to date with all the action, read

Arts + Leisure
every Thursday in the Addy Indy!

Teen advocates for inclusivity in wilderness
By MARIN HOWELL 

BRISTOL — Hannah 
Gallivan, a rising junior at Mount 
Abraham Union High School, 
has spent the past year working 
to update the Green Mountain 
Emergency Toolkit and make 
the disaster preparedness guide 
more inclusive for individuals 
with service animals. Her efforts 
are part of a yearlong program 
she’s doing with the Disability 
EmpowHER Network, a New 
York-based organization that 
empowers girls and young women 
with disabilities from around the 
country through mentorship and 
learning opportunities. 

Gallivan, who lives with 
cerebral palsy, said she was 
referred to the Disability 
EmpowHER Network by a friend 
and has enjoyed how the network 
allows her to get to know other 
young women with disabilities 
and learn from older women in 
the disability community. 

“It was really important for 
me because not only did I get 
to spend time around other girls 
with disabilities, but I also got 
to meet women with disabilities 
who have successful jobs and 
careers and have done amazing 
things in their life and set a good 
example for people like us. That 
was really helpful to me,” the 
Bristol resident said. 

Gallivan joined the Disability 
EmpowHER Network in 2021, 
taking part in its EmpowHER 
Camp. The camp begins with 
a	 five-day	 camping	 trip	 at	 John	
Dillon Park, an accessible 
wilderness campground in 
the Adirondacks. During the 
camping trip, participants are 
taught independent living skills 
and basic survival skills, and 
they get a chance to meet the 
mentors that the network partners 
them with. Over the next year, 
participants work with their 
mentors to complete a local 
project,	specific	to	their	interests	

HANNAH GALLIVAN, LEFT, and Mia Howie joined the Disability 
EmpowHER Network in 2021 for the network’s five-day EmpowHER 
Camp at John Dillon Park. The Disability EmpowHER Network offers 
transformational learning and mentorship opportunities for girls and 
young women with disabilities throughout the country. 

Photos courtesy of Hannah Gallivan

AS PART OF the yearlong 
EmpowHER Camp program, 
participants work on a local 
project focused on disability 
disaster preparedness. For her 
local project, Hannah Gallivan 
updated the Green Mountain 
Emergency Toolkit to include a 
page for individuals with service 
animals. 

but focused on disaster preparedness 
for individuals with disabilities. 

For her local project, Gallivan 
decided to add a page to the Green 
Mountain Emergency Toolkit for 
individuals with service animals. 
The Toolkit is a resource created 
through the Green Mountain 
Emergency Preparedness Project, 
an undertaking of UVM’s Center 
on Disability and Community 
Inclusion. Available in PDF or print 
formats, the self-help toolkit helps 
individuals with disabilities prepare 
for	 emergencies	 by	 filling	 out	 the	
guide with information they or 
emergency responders may need in 
case of disaster.

 Gallivan is waiting on a service 
animal herself and said she and her 
mentor, Kathryn Carroll of Albany, 
N.Y., realized there was a need for 
information about how individuals 
with service animals can prepare for 
emergencies. 

“We both did a lot of Google-
diving,	 and	we	 really	didn’t	find	 a	
ton of information about emergency 
situations and service animals in 

Vermont. A lot of my project was 
about	‘OK,	I’m	not	finding	this	kind	
of information so obviously there is 
a need,’” Gallivan said. 

Gallivan and Carroll found the 
Green Mountain Emergency Toolkit 

through	their	search	and	figured	
it was the perfect resource to 
include information about how 
to handle an emergency with a 
service animal. They got in touch 
with members of the Center 
on Disability and Community 
Inclusion, the Vermont Center 
for Independent Living, and the 
other organizations that worked 
on the guide and met with them 
to discuss updating the toolkit. 

From there, Gallivan said she 
and Carroll worked on creating 
the new pages for the guide 
with the guidance of the Green 
Mountain Emergency Toolkit 
collaborators. The toolkit has 
been updated to include the pages 
and is now in the process of being 
uploaded so that individuals can 
access the updated version. 

Gallivan said now that she’s 
finished	updating	the	guide,	she’s	
working with the collaborators 
of the Toolkit to spread the 
word so individuals with service 
animals know the resource is 
available to them. 
“I’m	 specifically	 in	 the	

outreach stage, so just getting 
the guide out there and the fact 
that it’s been updated,” Gallivan 
said. 

Gallivan is also preparing to 
present her work in Washington, 
D.C., at the end of July, when 
participants from the Disability 
EmpowHER Camp meet for a 
reunion trip to discuss their local 
projects and speak with members 
of Congress and leaders in the 
disability community. 

She said she thinks her time 
in D.C. will be even more 
fruitful now that her time in the 
Disability EmpowHER Network 
has taught her how to advocate 
for herself and others. 

“I really learned a lot about 
how to be comfortable talking 
to adults and advocating with 
them. I was really intimidated 
at	 first,	 but	 it	 benefited	 me	 so	
much,” Gallivan said. 

Reader Comments

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

Quotes are taken from reader comments submitted with subscription renewals.

“A great way for rural communities
to stay informed and connected!”

Here’s what one reader has to say about us!

A subscriber from Salisbury writes:

Call 802-989-7220
OR email order inquiries
to info@ottereast.com

MON. 7 AM-1 PM • TUES.-SAT. 7 AM- 2 PM • SUN. CLOSED
51 OSSIE ROAD    EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT    802-989-7200

Headed for the
hills or the lake?

Swing in for a cup of fresh coffee
and pick up lunch on the way!

Now open  
6 days a week!

We thank you for your 
continued support.
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&&service& DIRECTORY

auto body restoration
auto repair 
carpentry/contractors
cleaning services
computers

construction
dental services
excavation
fi rewood
fl ooring

heating &
    air conditioning
home inspections
masonryBusiness

Thursday

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

COMPUTERS

HANDYMANCONSTRUCTION

CLEANING SERVICES

AUTO BODY RESTORATION

CHECK US OUT
ONLINE AT

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

David Walker Construction
298 Biddle Road
Lincoln, Vermont

05443

Residential - Remodeling
Decks  - Doors - Windows

802-989-0320
email:

dwconstruction@gmavt.net

Dupont Auto
4087 States Prison Hollow Rd

Monkton Ridge, VT 05469
(802)453-3562 • dupontauto7@gmail.com
Full service shop. We do comprehensive 
Mechanical Diagnostics and Repairs from 
Oil Changes to Engine Rebuilds and 
Replacements. Our Body/Collision Shop does 
all levels of repair and restoration. 

24 hour towing and road side service.

AUTO REPAIR

DENTAL SERVICES

      Bristol Park Dental

6 PARK PLACE, BRISTOL, VT    802.453.7700

BristolParkDental.com • BristolParkHybridge.com

We are here for all of your dental needs, 
and offer the highest quality comprehensive 
care.  We are proud to bring the full range 
of dental services to our community, and to 
be your premiere implant provider.

Where a Happy, Healthy Smile is a Walk in the Park!

Accepting all insurances, and in network with Delta Dental, 
CIGNA, United Concordia, & CBA Blue.  No insurance? 

No problem.  Dental membership plans now available!

LOCAL CONTRACTOR
GENERAL CARPENTRY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Remodeling • Additions

Painting • Roofing
WINNER of “Best Local Contractor”

FOUR CONSECUTIVE YEARS by 
READERS CHOICE AWARDS!

MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT

MARK TRUDEAUMARK TRUDEAU

802.388.0860802.388.0860

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

802-453-7345  |  138 Hunt Road, New Haven, VT

Metal Fabrication
Agricultural Repair
Commercial Repair

Auto Body Repair
Rust Repair
Collison Repair

Full/Custom
    restoration

We accept all major credit cards  |  We accept Insurance claims
Follow our projects on Facebook

Family owned & operated

Over two decades experience!

MASONRY
Fine Dry Stone Masonry

Jamie Masefield
Certified by the Dry Stone Wallers
Association of Great Britain

802-233-4670
jmasefield@gmavt.net

PAINTING

REACH THE COUNTY  
ADVERTISE  HERE

ADDY INDY - 388-4944

HOME INSPECTIONS

Champlain Valley
HOME INSPECTION

Home Inspections
Water quality testing
Radon testing

champlainvalleyhomeinspection.com
802-349-0967

Adam Thomas, Owner/Licensed Inspector

Serving northern and central Vermont

Gevry Firewood LLC
gevryfirewoodvt@gmail.com

or 802-349-0699

Are you looking for green or 
seasoned firewood?

Well we’ve got it all right here in Addison, VT!

We cut, split, and deliver hardwood 
firewood in 12-24 inch lengths.

And we now offer kiln dried firewood!
Contact us today for a quote!

FIREWOOD

Quaker Village
Carpentry

Siding, Windows, Garages, Decks & Porches
New Construction, Renovations and Repairs

Maurice plouffe
802-545-2251
1736 Quaker Village Road

Weybridge, VT 05753

FLOORING

Ductwork Design • Sealing
Fabrication • Installation 
Insulation • Replacement

Plasma Art • Torches • Welding 
Plasma Table • Duct Cleaning

H.R.V. / E.R.V. Installation
Ductwork Video Camera

Buy Local!   802.989.0396
Specializing in Ductwork for Heating, 

Ventilating & Air Conditioning Systems
Commercial/Residential . Owner Operated . Fully Insured . Neat & Clean

Ductwork Design • Sealing
Fabrication • Installation
Insulation • Replacement

Duct Cleaning
H.R.V. / E.R.V. Installation
Ductwork Video Camera

Buy Local! 802.989.0396
Specializing in Ductwork for Heating, 

Ventilating & Air Conditioning Systems
Commercial/Residential . Owner Operated . Fully Insured . Neat & Clean

HEATING AND
AIR CONDITIONING

www.vermontcustommoldings.com

EXCAVATION

802-247-5475
802-349-8265

STEADY PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & EXCAVATION

Owner

194 Silver Lake Road 
Goshen, Vt.

steadymaintenance@yahoo.com

CHUCK STEADY

Melissa’s Quality
Cleaning Services
Residential & Commercial

GREAT RATES • FULLY INSURED
Reliable & Thorough 

802 345-6257

Certified
Collision Experts

All Makes and Models
Working with all

Insurance companies

(802) 388-9961
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

2196 Rt 7 South,  Middlebury
stonecdjr.com

Hometown Service from 
Your Hometown Dealers!

Factory-Trained Technicians
Servicing all makes

and models

G Stone Motors  
36 Boardman St., 

Middlebury
(802) 388-6718

gstonemotors.com 

Stone
Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
2149 Rt 7 So., Middlebury

(802) 388-9961
stonecdjr.com

F    J    C
802.310.1986

• Full service general 
contractor

• Turn key construction
• Kind knowledgeable staff

fjcbuilders.com

One cal l  does i t  a l l
Christopher Netelkos

cnetelkos@fjcbuilders.com   •   Sudbury, Vt.

One cal l  does i t  a l l

 
NEW & REPAIR

Residential • Lake Camps (Dunmore)
Brick – Block – Stone 

Chimneys, Fireplaces, Outside Barbecues, 
Steps, Patios, Stone Walls

Bruce A. Maheu’s

MASONRY

                         Call Bruce
     802-352-6050 

35 Years Experience
Honest & Fair Pricing 

Free Estimates 
Fully Insured

Salisbury, VT

For an appointment , call The PC Medic of 
Vermont at 802-734-6815
www.pcmedicvt.com

The PC Medic of 
Vermont now offers 

both on-site and remote 
computer services for 

your PC.

Call today to see which 
type of appointment 

you need, and get your 
PC running correctly 

again!

JACK OF ALL 
TRADES? 

CALL 802-388-4944 OR EMAIL 
ADVERTISING@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM 

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS.

ARE YOU A 
HOUSE PAINTER? 

ADVERTISE HERE 
THIS SUMMER!
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Soak Up The Sun!
Don’t spend your hard-earned money 
making the hot water or electricity that 
you use today–

SOLAR IS MORE AFFORDABLE THAN EVER!

Go Green with us –

We’ve been here for you for 43 years – 
Let us help you with your solar projects today. 

Call for a FREE on-site evaluation

SIDING

LAROSE SURVEYS, P.C.
Ronald L. LaRose, L.S. • Kevin R. LaRose, L.S.

Land Surveying/Septic Design
“We will take you through the

permitting process!”

25 West St. • PO Box 388
Bristol, VT 05443

Telephone: 802-453-3818
Fax: 802- 329-2138

larosesurveys@gmail.com

&&service& DIRECTORYBusiness
Thursday painting 

plumbing
property management
registration assistance
renewable energy

roofi ng
rubbish & recycling
septic & water
siding
storage

surveying
tree service
wood heating

SURVEYING

Reach
more potential
customers!

Place your ad in
the Addy Indy!

Marcel Brunet & Sons, Inc.
Windows & Siding

Vergennes, VT

802-316-6060 • rbrunet1@myfairpoint.net • 802-877-2640

Siding • Windows
Additions • Garages • Decks

WE HAVE THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT 
FOR THE RIGHT JOB – TO GIVE YOU

 REASONABLE RATES

Reasonable Rates • Year-round Service • Fully Insured
(802) 453-3351 • Cell (802) 363-5619

24 Hour Emergency Service 453-7014
 Brownswelding.com

Serving Vermont for over 42 years!

BROWN’S TREE & 
CRANE SERVICE

Dangerous Trees Cut & Removed
Stumps Removed  
Trusses Set
Trees Trimmed 
Land Clearing

FREE ESTIMATES FOR TREE SERVICES

TREE SERVICE

Celebrating 36 Years
Environmental Consultants – Licensed Designers

Steve Revell CPG, LD#178 BW

• Water Supply - Location, Development and Permitting
• On-Site Wastewater Design • Single & Multiple Lot Subdivision
• Property Development & Permitting
• State and Local Permitting
• Underground Storage Tank Removal & Assessment

Fax 802-453-5399 • Email: jrevell@lagvt.com
163 Revell Drive • Lincoln, VT 05443

Toll-Free: 800-477-4384
802-453-4384

www.lagvt.com

Jeremy Revell LD#611 BW • Tyler Maynard LD#597 B

CHECK US
OUT

ONLINE AT
ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

REGISTRATION 
ASSISTANCE

ROOFING

Reach Thousands 
through our

Advertising Section 
List YOUR Business where 

people look for local services 
for home improvements 

of all kinds.

Call or email the 
Addison Independent

388-4944 or
ads@addisonindependent.com

BUSINESS & SERVICES

Advertise your business on these pages for under $10 per week.
Call 802-388-4944 or email advertising@addisonindependent.com for details.

PLUMBING

SEPTIC & WATER

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

Phone (802) 537-3555

roofingMichael Doran
• Standing seam

• Asphalt shingles 
• Slate

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

roofing

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

Phone (802) 537-3555

Michael Doran
as seen at Addison County Field Days!

• Standing seam
• Asphalt shingles 

• Slate

mpdoransr@gmail.com

Made You Look
Imagine what
this space
could do for
your business

GETGET
RESULTS!RESULTS!
ADVERTISE ADVERTISE HEREHERE

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

Go Solar with
AllEarth Renewables
Customer-driven solutions 
designed, engineered and built 
in Vermont, with over 3,000 
installations in the state.

CALL 802.872.9600 x122
allearthrenewalables.com

RENEWABLE ENERGY

ROAD READY SERVICE LLC

SAVE A TRIP TO THE DMVSAVE A TRIP TO THE DMV
Don’t drive to Rutland or Montpelier!

We can register all makes and models of cars, 
trucks, campers, trailers, RVs and boats

here in Addison County!

(802) 349-8483 
roadreadyservicellc@gmail.com
2877 Ethan Allen Hwy
New Haven, VT. 05472

Jeanne Miller

roadreadyservicellc

GET GET 
RESULTS!RESULTS!

ADVERTISE ADVERTISE HEREHERE

Short Surveying, inc.
Serving Addison County Since 1991

Timothy L. Short, L.S.
Property Line Surveys • Topographical Surveys

FEMA Elevation Certificates
135 S. Pleasant St., Middlebury, VT 

802-388-3511
ShortSurveyingVT@gmail.com

Serving Addison County
Call Us Today: (877) 777-7343

middleburyroofing.com
middleburyroofingvt@gmail.com

Slate Roof Specialists
S AV E  Y O U R  S L AT E  R O O F

Custom Copper • Standing Seam • Shingles 
Rubber • Chimneys • Siding • Windows

Senior Discount • Church Discount

Wishing for more business?
ADVERTISE YOURADVERTISE YOUR

 LAWN & GARDEN BUSINESS HERE LAWN & GARDEN BUSINESS HERE. . 

CALL 802-388-4944 CALL 802-388-4944 
OR EMAIL OR EMAIL 

ADVERTISING@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COMADVERTISING@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

more potential
customers!

Place your ad in
the Addy Indy!

A friendly, professional, 
and affordable family business.
Interior & Exterior

HESCOCK PAINTING

Kim or Jonathan Hescock
hescock@shoreham.net

462-3737 or 989-9107

Free 
Estimates 

References 

Fully 
Insured

PAINTING

Hummingbird
   Paint &
   Carpentry

Interior/Exterior

802-377-2030
New Haven, VT

Fully 
Insured

Free
Estimates
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Public Meetings
AL-ANON OFFERS HELP 
and hope to anyone who 
has been affected by a 
loved one’s drinking.  Mid-
dlebury hosts online meet-
ings, Sunday nights at 7:15 
pm and Wednesdays at 
1:30 pm.  Visit vermonta-
lanonalateen.org for the 
link and list of other meet-
ings in the region.  If you’d 
like to speak to an Al-Anon 
member, call our answering 
service (866-972-5266) and 
an Al-Anon member will call 
you back.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS in person meetings 
are available. For a list 
of local virtual meetings 
visit http://bit.ly/district9aa.  
For more information visit 
https://aavt.org/ or call the 
24 hour hotline at 802-388-
9284.

THE TURNING POINT 
CENTER of Addison Coun-
ty is temporarily closed.  
Due to COVID-19 we are 
now holding our meetings 
online. For up-to-date infor-
mation on how to access 
recovery services remotely 
please visit  https://turning-
pointaddisonvt.org/covid-
19-page-2/.’

V E R G E N N E S  F R E E 
THINKERS Founded in 
1935 on the principle of 
one alcoholic helping an-
other to achieve sobriety, 
A.A. is an effective and 
enduring program of re-
covery that has changed 
countless lives.  A.A. has 
always been committed to 
making its program of re-
covery available to anyone, 
anywhere, who reaches 
out for help with an alcohol 
problem.  The Vergennes 
Free Thinkers meeting was 
created in January of this 
year to maintain a tradition 
of free expression, conduct 
a meeting where alcoholics 
may feel free to express 
any beliefs, doubts or dis-
belief they may have, to 
share their own personal 
form of spiritual experience, 
their search for it, and/or 
their rejection of it, without 
having to accept anyone 
else’s beliefs or having to 
deny their own. Meetings 
are held with a high re-
gard for compassion and 
inclusion without judgment 
or exception.  If you think 
we can help, please join 
us on Thursdays at 6pm 
by contacting Vergennes-
freethinkers@gmail.com 
for Zoom and in-person 
meeting information.

VERMONT SUPPORT 
LINE Are you struggling 
with a challenging situa-
tion? Do you have feel-
ings of sadness, loneliness, 
isolation, anger, or depres-
sion? You don’t have to 
face it alone. Talk with a 
caring person who under-
stands what you’re going 
through today by calling or 
texting the free and confi-
dential Pathways Vermont 
Support Line available 24/7 
at (833) VT - TALKS.

Services
C+I DRYWALL and plaster-
ing. Call Joe 802-234-5545.

CONSTRUCTION: ADDI-
TIONS, RENOVATIONS 
new construction, drywall, 
carpentry, painting, flooring, 
roofing, pressure washing, 
driveway sealing. All as-
pects of construction, also 
property maintenance. Ste-
ven Fifield 802-989-0009.

MELISSA’S QUALITY 
CLEANING Services. Resi-
dential and commercial. 
Fully insured. Great rates. 
Reliable and thorough 
cleaning. 802-345-6257.

ODD JOBS lawn work, cut 
brush, some tree work. Call 
us we do other jobs too! 
802-999-2194 John.

3
WE BUY OLD STUFF Es-
tates, collections, antiques 
etc. Also hunting and fish-
ing items. Call Erik 802-
345-0653.

Free
DIGITAL ACCESS View 
obituaries, calendar listings 
and classifieds online at 
addisonindependent.com.  
Don’t miss out on events, 
garage sales, or opportuni-
ties- check out our free digi-
tal listings.  Looking to read 
more? Become a subscriber!

DEADLINE: Monday at 5 p.m. 

CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM
Addison Independent

Cash in on our 4-for-3 rates! Pay for 3 issues, get 4th issue free! An ad placed for consective issues runs the 4th time for free! PLEASE PRINT YOUR AD...

The Independent assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in ads, but will 
rerun classified ad in which the error oc-
curred. No refunds will be possible. Ad-
vertiser will please notify us of any errors 
which may occur after first publication.

Number of words:
Cost:
# of runs:
Spotlight Charge:
Internet Listing: $2.00
TOTAL:

ADDISON INDEPENDENT
58 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-4944
addisonindependent.com •  email: classifieds@addisonindependent.com

RA
TE

S

• 25¢ per word • minimum $2.50 per ad 

• $2 internet listing for up to 4 issues • minimum 2 insertions

• Special 4 for 3 rates not valid for the following categories: Services,
Opportunities, Real Estate, Wood heat, Attn. Farmers, For Rent & Help Wanted

Notices

Card of Thanks

Personals

Services

Free**

Lost ’N Found**

Garage Sales 

Lawn & Garden

Opportunities

Adoption

Work Wanted

Help Wanted

For Sale

Public Meetings**

For Rent

Want to Rent

Wood Heat

Real Estate

Animals

Att. Farmers

Motorcycles

Cars

Trucks

SUVs

Snowmobiles

Boats

Wanted

Real Estate Wanted

Vacation Rentals

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Spotlight with large 3$2** no charge for these ads

Or, submit your classified ad on our website: addisonindependent.com

Volunteer ad

3x3 or a 6x3 

Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities

We are seeking a staff person to join our dynamic
outreach team, providing support to young families

through Center and home-based services.
Abundant professional development and individual and group 

supervision opportunities, as well as collaboration
with other community agencies and home visiting.
MSW preferred, a minimum of a Bachelor’s degree

in a related field is required.
Great working environment and generous benefits

Total hours negotiable

Please send a resume and cover letter, along with 3 references
to Donna Bailey at dbailey@addisoncountypcc.org

Middlebury Agway  338 Exchange St. – Middlebury, VT.

PT/FT Cashier -  Customer Service
Immediate Openings available.  Must be able to work until 6pm Week-

days and Weekends a MUST.  Approximately 20 - 35hrs per week.
Wage commensurate with experience. 

Please send Resumes to info@middleburyagway.com or Fill out Application 
at Middlebury Agway, 338 Exchange Street, Middlebury VT.

Please no phone calls.

Warehouse and Yard Worker  -  PT/FT  Position available
Warehouse Worker Job Purpose: Loading and Assisting with Customer 
Orders from the Yard, Warehouse and Store, Stocking Shelves and Filling 
Propane Tanks.
Skills/Qualifications: Ability to lift 50lbs repeatedly throughout the day 
Weekends and dependability a MUST!  Preferable age 18+.

Please fill out an application in person.
Middlebury Agway - 338 Exchange St. – Middlebury, VT.

Pie Baker, Donut Maker, Full time-Seasonal Aug-Oct
Our farm stand was a smashing success last year and 
we are excited to continue the fun this fall. Do you love 
baking and have a little or a lot of experience?  We can 
teach you the details!  Donuts, pies, turnovers, muffins, 
and some savory items are on our menu and we are 
looking to expand our offerings!  We are open mid-
August through October 30.  Competitive wage and 
flexible schedule. Come be part of our local food
+ farm experience in Cornwall! 

Orchard Operations Asst./Packing House
Manager, Full time
Join our team and be a part of the working landscape 
and local food production!  We are looking for an 
energetic, motivated person to do a variety of jobs 
that change with the seasons.  Whether 
it is helping in the field to grow the 
apples in the summer, harvest 
the apples in fall and pack and 
ship them through the winter 
and spring, you’ll be a member of 
a vibrant business that is focused 
on quality, integrity and innovation.  
Competitive pay based on experience.

With interest, please contact:
Christiana Hodges

(802) 989-0694 or at
chodges@sunriseorchards.com

Su n r i s e   O rc h a rd s

Now Hiring in Middlebury!
• Full or Part-Time Ride Coordinator/Dispatcher

• Full-Time Fleet Maintenance Technician
• Full & Part-Time Drivers

$1,000 SIGNING BONUS
Competitive pay & excellent benefits including:

• 24 paid days off to start (Holidays & PTO)
• 100% employer paid health insurance for employee
• $1,200 toward medical expenses
• Retirement plan w/ employer match
• Long & short-term disability insurance
• Life insurance
• Access to low-cost dental & vision insurance
• Employee Assistance Program

To find out more information:
www.trivalleytransit.org/job-openings/

email: kirstie@trivalleytransit.org to apply!
TVT is an AA/EO Employer

3 x 8.25 
sales repCD

Happiness knocks when you volunteer to deliver a meal! Meals on Wheels provides so 
much more than a nutritious meal. The moment you knock on that door, you make a 

connection. It might be a quick hello or a conversation, but the impact lasts a lifetime. 
Not just for those receiving the meal, but for you, too.

Seeking Meals on Wheels Volunteers in Addison County

For more information,
please contact the Volunteer Office:
volunteer@agewellvt.org or 802-662-5249

 

Time commitment is based on your availability--it can vary from one day a week to two 
days a month (weekdays only). Delivery is typically between 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m

Christy Lynn, Director of Sales
58 Maple St. Middlebury, VT 05753

christy@addisonindependent.com

A successful candidate  
would have:
• A passion and drive to help  

local businesses pursue effective  
marketing and advertising platforms.

• A tenacious drive to support and grow sales.  

• An outgoing personality eager to meet and  help develop 
effective marketing plans for area  businesses.

• Excellent communication skills and comfort  conducting business 
over email, phone, and  in person. 

• Exceptional organization skills and the capacity to help clients 
navigate the field of options  effectively.

GREAT WORK! 
You found your dream job...

Marketing & Advertising 
Account Manager

Learn more about us at addisonindependent.com

Join us as we pursue excellence in local media!
The Addison Independent is hiring a dynamic individual  

with boundless creative energy and an optimistic  
desire to help local businesses. 

Full time position with great earning potential, a flexible schedule  
and room for self-direction, as well as the opportunity to  
join a cheerful, family-owned company in Middlebury. 

If this is you, let Christy know!

Addison Independent

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Public Meetings Public Meetings Services

Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Services

Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted
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Garage Sales
NEW HAVEN: Estate Sale 
of Woodwork Shop Equip-
ment. (preparation, finish-
ing & mechanical tools) 
power matic saw, planner, 
sanders, jointer, routers, 
wood shaper, dust collec-
tion system, power tools, 
clamping, cutting, measur-
ing, numerous misc items. 
2510 John Deere tractor 
restored. 999 Dog Team 
Road, New Haven, Sat 8:30 
to 4:30 , JULY 2. (no early 
birds).

PRE-MOVING SALE: Wide 
selection of books, small 
tools, glassware, 3pc punch 
bowl, records, furniture, 
crib, Hoosier Cabinets, jew-
elry, clothes (baby-adult), 
New ladies LL Bean items, 
kid’s items, bowling balls & 
bags, old golf clubs, vintage 
linens, marble mantle and 
many more items! New 
items added. Willing to 
hear all reasonable offers, 
motivated seller! 97 Elm 
St, Pittsford, VT (behind 
Kamuda’s market). 9am-
5pm Sat, Sun & Mon 7/2, 
7/3, & 7/4 & Sat & Sun 7/9 
& 7/10.

HUGE YARD SALE: Con-
struction materials/sup-
plies, unused windows, 
housewares and more. 607 
Burnham Dr Middlebury. 
Saturday 7/9 8am-4pm.

Help Wanted
AMERICAN FLATBREAD 
MIDDLEBURY Hearth is 
hiring!  Offering good com-
pensation, respectful co-
workers, and great food.  
We are hiring for multiple full 
time and part time positions 
including bar leadership, 
daytime prep and evening 
shifts.  Ample opportunities 
for growth in a positive work 
environment.  Please stop 
in for an application or email 
Joe at joe@americanflat-
bread.com. EOE.

3
KEEWAYDIN CAMP is 
looking for help with a wide 
variety of groundskeep-
ers and maintenance jobs, 
no experience necessary. 
M-F with a few Saturdays 
through October. Email 
lee@keewaydin.org or call 
802.352.4447 lv msg

SEEKING PART-TIME 
FARM HAND: Beginning 
August 1st. The successful 
candidate will participate in 
daily care of approximately 
250 head. Daily tasks in-
clude cleaning, feeding, 
moving and watering. Ad-
ditional duties include set-
ting up and moving electric 
fencing, manual labor, and 
other general farm duties. 
Candidates should be com-
fortable working around 
large beef cattle. Strong 
tractor operation, electric 
fencing and maintenance 
is preferred, but willing to 
train the right person. Can-
didates must be reliable 
and demonstrate a strong 
work ethic. Can work flex-
ible shifts on a regular basis 
and will be compensated 
well. Please contact Gina 
at rgale@mgalebuilders.

For Sale
THE SAFARI SUPPLY  
SHOP celebrating inde-
pendence with it’s gigantic 
4th of July sale. Rod Riot 
- Over 100 Fishing Rods on 
sale + over 100 guns, fish-
ing tackle, Live bait, reload-
ing supplies, gunsmithing 
and tons of ammo. Wide 
assortment of fireworks. 
Trades and Consignments 
always welcome. They will 
be liquidating all non-sport-
ing related antiques and 
collectibles for dirt cheap. 
Starts 10:30 AM, Fri July 
1st - Ends 3:00 PM, Mon 
July 4th. Located North of 
Manchester and South of 
Rutland at 1333 US Route 
7 - Danby / Mount Tabor. 
Don’t miss this one!!

Lawn &Garden

3
GARDEN TILLING large 
and small. Brush Hogging, 
lawn mowing. Reasonable 
rates. Contact Wayne 802-
382-7465.

TROYBILT HORSE TIL-
LER Rebuilt with new B&S 
6.5hp engine, belts, seals, 
tines, and paint job. $975 
obo. email cabessette@
juno.com for pictures.

Vacation Rentals
ADDISON: LAKE CHAM-
PLAIN waterfront camp. 
Beautiful views, gorgeous 
sunsets, private beach, 
dock, rowboat and canoe 
included. $999. weekly, or 
call for weekends. 802-349-
4212, no texts.

For Rent
DRY, WINTER/SUMMER 
STORAGE SPACE in Ad-
dison. Available storage 
space in my barn for sum-
mer/winter storage. The 
barn is structurally sound 
and weather-tight with 
electricity. No heat or run-
ning water. The barn is also 
available for lease. The en-
trance door measurements 
are 8’ wide by 7’ high. For 
more info: 802-363-3403 
or rochon_m@yahoo.com.

MIDDLEBURY ONE BED-
ROOM Very nice, very con-
vient, onsite laundry, free 
satellite dish, no pets, non-
smoking. $900 per month 
plus utilities. 802-388-5474

MIDDLEBURY, OFF CAM-
PUS HOUSING available. 
802-388-4831, AJ Neri 
Property Rentals.

VERGENNES VALLEY 
VIEW APARTMENTS is 
currently taking wait list ap-
plications.  Occupants must 
be 62+ years of age.  No 
smoking/ No pets. Income 
limits apply - Rent based 
on income. Equal Housing 
Opportunity.  802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com.

Account: Real-Net Man-
agement, Bicknell Real 

Est
1 Cols Wide

Att. Farmers
FOR SALE: 3x3 8 Square 
bails, 1st cut & 2nd cut. 
2021 crop. Delivery pos-
sible, good quality hay. 315-
396-2268 or 315-753-1232. 
Central NY.

SMALL SQUARE BALES 
$3.50.  Excellent round 
bales $30.00.  Call 802-
377-5455.

WHITNEY’S CUSTOM 
FARM WORK Pond agi-
tating, liquid manure haul-
ing, drag line aerating. Call 
for price. 462-2755, John 
Whitney.

Wanted
LIONS CLUB NEEDS good 
items for their annual auc-
tion.  Please no appliances 
or electronics.  Call for pick 
up, 388-7124.  Help us, 
help others.

Account: Cristelli, Ray
1 Cols Wide

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent

Full time year around General Farm Labor 
position available. Experience with farm equipment, 

basic mechanical & electric knowledge preferred. 
Must have a valid driver’s license and reliable 

transportation. Pay commensurate with experience. 

Also looking for a person to work in fast paced 
Egg Processing room 15-20 hours each week.  

Applicant must be a reliable, responsible self starter 
with good references and reliable transportation.  

Maple Meadow 
Farm is looking for 

A Few 
Good Eggs

Apply in person at
Maple Meadow Farm,

518 Maple St.,
Salisbury, VT 05769. 

ALL ADDISON COUNTY LOCATIONS 
CURRENTLY HIRING!

For openings and to apply, visit 
Maplefields.com

Looking for work in your hometown? 
We offer medical, dental, paid vacation, 

personal time, sick time and 401K for
full time positions.

It’s against the law to 
discriminate
when advertising 

housing

Let us help you sift 
through the complexities 
of the Fair Housing Law. 
Stay legal. Stay on the 
right side of the nation’s 
Fair Housing Law. 

Call the Addison 
Independent at
(802) 388-4944. 

It’s against the law to discriminate when 
advertising housing. Its easier to break 
the law than you might think. You can’t 
say “no children” or “adults only.”
There’s a lot you can’t say.
The Federal Government  
is watching for such
discrimination.

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

 All real estate advertising 
in this newspaper is 
subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 
as amended which makes 
it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons 
receiving public assistance, 
or an intention to make any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will 
not  knowingly accept any 
advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.  To complain 
of discrimination, call HUD 
Toll-free at 1-800-424-8590. 
For the Washington, DC area 
please call HUD at  
426-3500.

VERGENNES WILLOW 
APARTMENTS Is current-
ly taking waitlist applica-
tions for 1 and 2 bedroom 
apartments.  No smoking/
no pets.  Income limits ap-
ply- Rent rate based on 
income.  Equal Housing 
Opportunity 802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191.  www.
SummitPMG.com.

Great Monday-Friday 1st shift schedule in a beautiful 
location with lots of natural light and excellent perks 

including unlimited cold brew and fresh hot coffee daily,
1lb/week to take home, and a 50% employee discount!

 We are a growing company
with lots of opportunities, join us today!

Complete the online application at 
www.stonewallkitchen.com/employment

Because we are a sensory-sensitive company we cannot employ smokers. 

Love Great Coffee and 
Want it for FREE?

Come join the team at Vermont Coffee Company,
part of Stonewall Kitchen’s Family of Brands!

Now hiring for
Manufacturing Associates

THE MEADOWS
Middlebury, VT

We are currently 
accepting applications 

for our waiting list.
Eligible applicants pay 
30% of their adjusted 

income for rent.
For more information, 
please write or call the 

rental management agent.

Real-Net
Management, Inc.

26 Court Street
Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-4994
EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY

OLD & Used
guns wanted

P: 802-775-2859
C: 802-236-7213

Rifles, 
Hand 
guns, 

Shot guns
Top prices paid.

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Garage Sales

Help Wanted

Get the Employee
You need!

Place an ad in your local paper
The Addy Indy

ads@addisonindependent.com
388.4944

Help Wanted

For Rent

Help Wanted Help Wanted

For Rent

Tuesday 12:30pm to 4:30pm

APPOINTMENTS REQUIRED.
FACE MASKS REQUIRED.

(even if vaccinated)

802-388-1966
addisoncountyclerk@gmail.com

Full Passport Service
Addison County Courthouse
The Addison County Clerk located in 

Frank Mahady Courthouse is available 
to accept passport applications
and provide  passport photos.

REGULAR HOURS
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday

9am to 1pm

TOWN OF LINCOLN
PUBLIC NOTICE

Wednesday, July 27, 2022, at 6:00 pm at
Burnham Hall (52 East River Road, Lincoln, VT) and virtually using Zoom

The Lincoln Zoning Board of Adjustment will continue a hearing which was 
first held on May 23, 2022. This is for Application # 22-028 as requested by 
James Dumont for Sarah Laird and also other appellants, for an appeal of 
Permit # 21-011 that was granted to the Bicknell Trust for a seasonal camp on 
Parcel I.D. # 19070203.000 on Elder Hill Road in Lincoln, VT.

Participation in the local proceeding is a prerequisite to the right to take any 
subsequent appeal. Please call the Town Office at (802) 453-2980 to arrange a 
time to view the complete application.

The Zoom link will be included in the agenda which can be found on the 
Town’s website the week prior to the hearing: https://lincolnvermont.org/zba
 Nicole Lee, Lincoln ZBA Clerk

Auctions    
  Public

Notices
can be found in this  

ADDISON 
INDEPENDENT  

on Pages 9B, 10B
and 11B.

MARKET REPORT
ADDISON COUNTY

COMMISSION SALES
RT. 125 • EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT

Sales for 6/23 & 6/27, 2022
                        COST 
BEEF LBS. /LB $
Nop Bros & Sons 1150 1.155 1328.75
Woodnotch Farm 1410 1.04 1466.40
Correia Family Ltd. 1755 1.80 1755.00
Conants Riverside 1845 0.965 1780.43
Gosliga Farm 1860 0.92 1711.20
Tudhope Farm LLC 1450 0.92 1334.00
                        COST 
CALVES LBS. /LB $
Barnes Bros  98 3.05 298.90
Gosliga Farm 104 3.00 312.00
Kayhart Bros. 95 3.00 285.00
A. Brisson 96 2.60 249.600

Total # Beef: 148 Total # Calves: 360
We value our faithful customers.

Sales at 3 pm - Mon. & Thurs.
call 1-802-388-2661

TOWN OF WEYBRIDGE
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
A public hearing before the Weybridge Zoning Board of Adjustment will 

be held on Monday, July 18, 2022 at 6:30 p.m. at the Town Clerk’s Office in 
Weybridge, Vermont, to pursue the following business: 

The Board will review application #22-08 submitted by Dorsey L. 
Coale and Sarah L. Niebuhr (DBA Rosy Pebble Farm and Orchard, 
LLC) for a permit for the use of a portion of their home as an Airbnb 
rental.  The use of a home as a Bed and Breakfast requires Conditional 
Use approval in all residential districts in Weybridge and requires 
review under Section 304 of the Weybridge Zoning Regulations. 

The application is available for inspection at the Town Clerk’s Office.  NOTE:  
Participation in the local proceedings is a prerequisite to the right to take any 
subsequent appeal.  Notice submitted by Megan Sutton, ZBA Chair.
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ACT 250 NOTICE
MINOR APPLICATION #9A0143-5

10 V.S.A. §§ 6001 – 6093
On May 9, 2022, Stone Holdings, LLC filed application #9A0143-5 for a 

project generally described as construction of a Jeep obstacle course at the 
Stone Motors Northern Lot. The jeep course will be a loop (±635’) starting and 
ending behind the existing autobody repair building and will feature various 
obstacles. No new buildings are proposed, and the course will be for customer 
use only with no public use authorized. The project is located at 43 Cady 
Road, Middlebury, Vermont. No hearing will be held, and a permit may be 
issued unless, on or before Wednesday, July 20th, 2022, a person notifies the 
Commission of an issue or issues requiring the presentation of evidence at a 
hearing, or the Commission sets the matter for a hearing on its own motion. 
Any person as defined in 10 V.S.A. § 6085(c)(1) may request a hearing. Any 
hearing request must be in writing to the address below, must state the criteria 
or sub-criteria at issue, why a hearing is required and what additional evidence 
will be presented at the hearing. Any hearing request by an adjoining property 
owner or other person eligible for party status under 10 V.S.A. § 6085(c)(1)(E) 
must include a petition for party status under the Act 250 Rules. Findings of Fact 
and Conclusions of Law may not be prepared unless the Commission holds a 
public hearing. The application and a draft permit may be viewed on the Natural 
Resources Board’s Act 250 database here: https://anrweb.vt.gov/ANR/Act250/
Details.aspx?Num=9A0143-5. If you have a disability for which you need 
accommodation in order to participate in this process (including participating in 
a public hearing, if one is held), please notify us as soon as possible, in order to 
allow us as much time as possible to accommodate your needs.

For more information contact the District Coordinator listed below.
 Josh Donabedian, Coordinator
 District 9 Environmental Commission
 joshua.donabedian@vermont.gov
 Mail: 10 Baldwin Street
 Montpelier VT 05633-3201
 Physical: 111 West Street
 Essex Junction, VT 05452

TOWN OF CORNWALL
Notice of Conveyance of Interest in Real Estate

To VSF-TOC LLC
The Town of Cornwall Select Board hereby provides notice pursuant to 24 V.S.A. 
§ 1061, for the purpose of notice to the public of the following:

The Cornwall Select Board intends to enter into a long-term lease agreemen 
with VSF-TOC LLC, a Vermont limited liability company (Lessee), for the 
development of a solar array to be constructed on the roof of and next to the 
Town Hall (the “Project”). The Lessee will construct, operate and maintain 
a net metered solar array, the production of which is expected to largely 
offset Cornwall’s energy usage. Cornwall will have the option to purchase 
the array and terminate the lease after a certain period of time (six years, 
or 10 years, depen ding on which option the Town chooses). If Cornwall 
does not exercise its option to purchase the array, the lease has a term of 
35 years. A Certificate of Public Good for the Project has been issued by the 
Vermont Public Utility Commission, and Lessee expects to have a building 
permit prior to beginning project construction. The lease is expected to be 
signed after the notice period (30 days) required by 24 V.S.A. § 1061 has 
run. This lease has been discussed at duly warned Select Board meetings in 
2022. For more information regarding the terms of the lease, please contact 
the Chair of the Cornwall Select Board, Benjamin Marks (802) 462-3536, or 
bmarkscornwall@gmail.com.

In accordance with 24 V.S.A. § 1061(a)(2), if a petition signed by five percent of the 
legal voters of Cornwall objecting to the proposed conveyance is presented to the 
municipal clerk within 30 days of the date of posting and publication of this notice, 
the legislative body shall cause the question of whether the municipality shall 
convey the real estate to be considered at a special or annual meeting called for 
that purpose. After the meeting, the real estate may be conveyed unless a majority 
of Cornwall voters present and voting vote to disapprove of the conveyance.
Dated and posted this 23rd day of June, 2022.
Cornwall Select Board

PROPOSED STATE RULES
By law, public notice of proposed rules must be given by publication in 

newspapers of record. The purpose of these notices is to give the public a 
chance to respond to the proposals. The public notices for administrative rules 
are now also available online at https://secure.vermont.gov/SOS/rules. The law 
requires an agency to hold a public hearing on a proposed rule, if requested to 
do so in writing by 25 persons or an association having at least 25 members.

To make special arrangements for individuals with disabilities or special 
needs please call or write the contact person listed below as soon as possible. 

To obtain further information concerning any scheduled hearing(s), obtain 
copies of proposed rule(s) or submit comments regarding proposed rule(s), 
please call or write the contact person listed below. You may also submit 
comments in writing to the Legislative Committee on Administrative Rules, 
State House, Montpelier, Vermont 05602 (802-828-2231).

Term and Universal Life Insurance Reserve Financing (Reg. 22-017-I).
Vermont Proposed Rule: 22P012
AGENCY: Department of Financial Regulation
CONCISE SUMMARY: The Department is proposing a new rule that establishes 
uniform standards governing reserve financing arrangements pertaining to 
insurers issuing term and universal life insurance products with secondary 
guarantees. The new rule formalizes existing Department practices and is based 
on the National Association of Insurance Commissioners (NAIC) Model Rule 
787.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT: Dan Raddock, Assistant General 
Counsel, Department of Financial Regulation, 89 Main Street, Third Floor, 
Montpelier, VT 05620 Tel: 802-371-8980 Email: Dan.Raddock@Vermont.gov 
URL:  https://dfr.vermont.gov/about-us/legal-general-counsel/proposed-
rules-and-public-comment 
FOR COPIES: Hillary Borcherding, Assistant General Counsel, Department of 
Financial Regulation, 89 Main Street, Third Floor, Montpelier, VT 05620 Tel: 802-
249-6512 Email: Hillary.Borcherding@Vermont.gov. 

Vital Records Rule
Vermont Proposed Rule: 22P011
AGENCY: Agency of Human Services, Department of Health
CONCISE SUMMARY: This rulemaking implements a process for individuals 
to amend the marker on their birth certificate to reflect the individual’s gender 
identity. Specifically, it does the following: 1) Defines the term “non-binary” 
to describe the additional gender identities that may be reflected on a birth 
certificate. 2) Creates a process for registrants to file their Affidavit of Gender 
Identity with the Department.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT: David Englander, Department of 
Health, 108 Cherry Street, Burlington, VT 05401, Tel: 802-863-7280, Fax: 802-
951-1275, Email: ahs.vdhrules@vermont.gov URL:
https://www.healthvermont.gov/about-us/laws-regulations/public-comment. 
FOR COPIES: Natalie Weill, Department of Health, 108 Cherry Street, Burlington, 
VT 05401, Tel: 802-863-7280, Fax: 802-951-1275, Email: ahs.vdhrules@
vermont.gov.

CITY OF VERGENNES
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Development Review Board will hold a public 
hearing on Monday, July 18, 2022, at 7:00 PM for the following purpose:

For site plan, conditional use, and Local Act 250 review to consider application 
#2022-12 from Jackman Fuels, Inc. to construct a propane storage and refueling 
facility on their 7.5 acre lot behind 109 Panton Road. Reviews will consider 
Article VII, Article VIII, Article XI, and Section 1610 of the Zoning and Subdivision 
Regulations.  

Please note that the hearing will be held as a “hybrid meeting”, with participation 
either in person, by Zoom, or by phone. The in-person meeting will be held in the 
conference room at City Hall.

Join by computer: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85906470948,
meeting password: 656417. 

Join by phone:  Dial 1 (929) 205-6099; Meeting ID: 859 0647 0948;
Meeting Passcode: 656417. 

For participants joining by phone:  
          To raise your hand during the meeting, press *9.  

          To mute/unmute during the meeting, press *6
If you experience any difficulty in accessing this meeting, contact Zoning 

Administrator Peter Garon at 802-377-9527.
You must participate in the public hearing either in person or in writing, in order 

to take any subsequent appeal.  The City of Vergennes is an “on the record” 
appeal municipality with regard to appeals to Environmental Court from Devel-
opment Review Board decisions.  This means that the Environmental Court shall 
only consider testimony or information provided during public hearings on the 
application.  Interested parties should therefore assure that their participation 
in the public hearing proceedings is complete and represents the totality of their 
desired considerations. 

A copy of the application is available for public review by contacting Peter 
Garon at pgaron@vergennes.org.  
 June 30, 2022
	 Peter	Garon,	Administrative	Officer

TOWN OF WALTHAM  
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING  

WALTHAM ENHANCED ENERGY PLAN
The Waltham Selectboard will hold a public hearing on July 11, 2022, at the 

Waltham Town Hall at 7:00 p.m. to consider the adoption of an Amended Town 
Plan inclusive of an Enhanced Energy Plan. This hearing will be held pursuant to 
24 V.S.A. §4384. This notice is issued pursuant to 24 V.S.A. §4444 (b).  

This Enhanced Energy Plan (the “Plan”) is being proposed so that Waltham 
can obtain “substantial deference” in determining where energy projects should, 
and should not, be sited. The Plan contains provisions consistent with Vermont’s 
renewable energy laws and objectives—primary of which is to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions. The Plan was written to meet those objectives and to fulfill the 
requirements of Act 174 and the municipal determination standards for enhanced 
energy planning enabled in 24 V.S.A.§4352. The Plan is also consistent with the 
requirements of 24 V.S.A. § 4382(a)(9) for municipal development plans and 
24 V.S.A.§4348a(a)(3) for Regional Plan energy elements. Together, these laws 
meet the Vermont municipal planning requirements of 24 VSA§4302.  

This Plan includes:  
• an analysis of energy resources, needs, scarcities, costs, and problems 

within the Town.  
• a statement of policy on the conservation of energy.  
• a statement of policy on the development of renewable energy 

resources.  
• a statement of policy on patterns and densities of land use likely to 

result in conservation of energy.  
• targets for future energy use reduction and renewable generation.  
• pathways, or implementation actions, to help the Town achieve the 

established targets providing goals, policies, and recommended 
actions to implement the Plan; and  

 • mapping and written descriptions to help guide determinations about 
the siting of renewable energy developments.  

Copies of the proposed Plan may be obtained or viewed at the Waltham Town 
Clerk’s Office on Maple Street in Waltham. For further information, please call 
the Town Clerk’s Office at 802 877 3641 – office hours are 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays.  

Notice is hereby given in accord with 32 VSA §4111 that on June 22, 2022, 
the Listers lodged the Abstract of the 2022 Grand List in the office of the Town 
Clerk. Owners of properties with value changes were mailed notices. The 
Listers will meet at the Middlebury Town Office, 77 Main St., at 10:30 a.m., 
July 6, 2022 to hear grievances. Grievances must be received in writing at the 
Listers’ Office by 10:00 a.m., July 6, 2022.  

Contact the Listers at listers@townofmiddlebury.org, 802-388-8100 X 207, 
or Listers’ Office, 77 Main St., Middlebury, VT 05753 if you have questions or 
would like an appointment for a hearing.

Middlebury Board of Listers: Beth Dow, Gary Baker, Hudson Tilford

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS

     Public Notices  can be found in this
ADDISON INDEPENDENT  on Pages 9B, 10B and 11B.

Police look 
into stolen 
town truck

Police Log
Middlebury

MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 
police on June 24 probed the reported 
theft of a Middlebury Public Works 
truck from the department’s Route 
7 South headquarters. Police said 
the truck was soon located parked 
at Otter View Park, with its tires 
slashed. 

The case remains under 
investigation, according to police.

In other action last week, 
Middlebury police:

• Received reports of loose cows 
on Route 7 South on June 20.

• Were informed of “numerous” 
mailbox vandalisms on Burnham 
Drive on June 20.

• Received two muzzle-loader 
guns that the owner wanted destroyed 
on June 20.

• Sent a “nuisance notice” on 
June 20 to the landlord of a North 
Pleasant Street home whose tenants 
had been holding loud parties.

• Helped a local resident who had 
been approached by scammers on 
June 21.

• Warned some people who had 
been drinking in public near the train 
tracks off Elm Street on June 21.

• Received reports on June 21 of 
people speeding along Weybridge 
Street near the Otter Creek Child 
Center.

• Checked a report of a vehicle 
possibly being broken into 
while parked at the Trail Around 
Middlebury access off Route 7 South 
on June 22.

• Assisted a local person who was 
despondent after a breakup on June 
22.

• Responded to a report of a 

person drinking alcohol in public off 
Court Street on June 22.

• Helped Vermont State Police 
search for local suspects who 
had attempted to steal a catalytic 
converter from a vehicle in Bristol 
on June 22.

• Restored peace 
on June 23 at a Valley 
View Drive residence 
where a man had 
refused to leave the 
premises.

• Assisted Middlebury Regional 
EMS (MREMS) on a medical call in 
the Ellen Drive area on June 23.

• Responded to a June 23 report 
of a juvenile having a mental health 
episode at a Court Street home.

• Received a report of a motorist 
throwing a bottle at a Case Street 
home while driving by on June 23.

• Received word from 
Middlebury College Public Safety 
on June 23 that “several” college 
officials at both the Middlebury and 

California campuses had received 
“concerning email messages.” No 
further details were provided on the 
nature of the messages.

• Were informed of the theft of 
a bike from Middlebury College 
campus on June 23.

• Received a 
report about a dog 
attacking another dog 
in the Valley View 
neighborhood on June 
23. Police referred the 

case to the local dog warden.
• Told people sleeping outside a 

Court Street business to move along 
on June 23.

• Checked on two people found 
sleeping outside a Court Street 
Extension business on June 23.

• Responded to a verbal dispute 
between some people in the Porter 
Field Road area on June 24.

• Received a report that someone 
had drained gas from vehicle’s gas 
tank while it was parked off Mill 
Street on June 24. Police said the 
culprit had drilled a hole into the 
vehicle’s gas tank.

• Investigated a report of a driver 
veering off into a ditch to avoid a 
reckless driver near the intersection 
of Case Street and Quarry Road on 
June 24.

• Were informed of the theft of 
a donation box from a Court Street 
store on June 24.

• Assisted Brandon police with 
a possible burglary in progress on 
Franklin Street in Brandon on June 
24.

• Responded to a report of loud 
music and voices in the Cross Street 
area on June 25.

• Responded to an assault 
complaint in the South Village Green 
neighborhood on June 25. Police 
said the people allegedly involved 
had left the scene.

• Responded to multiple 
complaints about a loud party at a 
Washington Street home on June 25.

• Arrested Austin T. Morin, 20, 
on June 26 on an outstanding warrant 
related to his failure to appear for a 
prior court appointment in Lamoille 
County. Police said Morin was also 
cited for violating his conditions of 
release for allegedly not adhering to 
a 24-hour curfew.

• Assisted a local person who 
felt harassed by his landlord in the 
Seymour Street area on June 26.

• Received a complaint on June 
27 about people allegedly riding dirt 
bikes on trails in Wright Park. Police 
said they found no one riding dirt 
bikes in that area.

• Assisted MREMS on a medical 
call in the Happy Valley Road area 
on June 27.

• Assisted MREMS on an 
emergency call in the Court Street 
area on June 27.

Well 
hello 
there
A CARDINAL 
DROPPED in to 
inspect a rabbit 
in a Middlebury 
back yard 
recently. The 
two sized each 
other up for a 
moment then 
went on their 
separate ways. 
Photo/Dottie Nelson

ADDISON COUNTY
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
CLEANING SERVICES

The ACSWMD is soliciting bids from qualified cleaning service providers to 
provide cleaning services for the District Transfer Station & Office in Middlebury, 
VT. The following locations are to be included as part of the proposal:  
Scalehouse, Transfer Station Bathroom, and the entire Administrative Office 
located onsite. The Proposal should include an estimate of time to do regular 
cleaning once per week, preferably on the weekend after hours on Saturday 
(closes @ 1:30 pm), or after 5:00PM on weekdays. For a copy of the complete 
RFP, please visit our website at www.AddisonCountyRecycles.org or click 
on link at VT Bid Registry http://www.vermontbusinessregistry.com/Bid.
aspx?BidID=56730.

Proposals should be sent to:  ACSWMD, 1223 Rt. 7 South, Middlebury, 
VT 05753, or via e-mail to patti@acswmd.org. For more information, please 
contact Patti Johnson Business Manager, at 802-388-2333.  

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF ADDISON

The Addison Development Review Board will convene a public hearing on 
Monday, July 19,2022 at 7:00 P.M.  at the Addison Town Clerk’s Office to 
address the following applications:
Please note time change, date and meeting place.

1. Application (#22-04) from Ed Place, Jr. proposing to subdivide the 
property located at 465 Whitford Road, Addison, VT and create two 
(2) new parcels. Lot -1 will be 5.97 +/- acres in size, Lot 2- will be 
9.03 +/- acres in size (tax map ID# 11-25 Parcel ID: WH0465).

2. Application (#22-05) from Raymond (Ray) Dykema for the Board’s 
approval for subdivision of the existing 10+/- acre residential 
parcel located at 973 Norton Town Road, Addison.  Mr. Dykema is 
proposing to subdivide the property and create (2) parcels (tax map 
ID# 10-18-2 Parcel ID: NT0557).

3. Application (#22-08) from Kayhart Brothers Farm for approval of a 
25’ X 26’ house for the farm workers. The house will be constructed 
adjacent to the current farm works dwelling (single wide mobile 
home) located at 7426 VT Route 17W Addison, VT (tax map ID# 
8-02-34).

 The applications are available for inspection at the Town Clerk’s Office 
during normal office hours. Interested parties who wish to appeal or to be heard 
must attend the hearing or may be represented by an agent or an attorney. 
Communications relating to the application may be filed in writing with the Board 
either before or during the hearings.

N.B.: Participation in a hearing is necessary to establish status as an “interested 
person” and the right to appeal a decision rendered in that hearing, according to 
the provisions of  24 V S.A. 117 S.S.4464 (a) (1) (C), 4465(b) and 4471 (a). 
Participation consists of offering through oral or written testimony, evidence or a 
statement of concern directly related to the subject of the hearing. 

Respectfully Submitted,
 John Spencer, Chair

  Starr Phillips, Board Secretary
Michael Wojociechowski, Zoning Administrator

HEARING NOTICE
TOWN OF ORWELL

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD
The Orwell Development Review Board will meet in person on Wednesday, 

July 20th, 2022 at 7:00pm at the Orwell Town Clerk’s Office located at 436 Main 
Street, Orwell, VT and by Zoom at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87159590685 
or phone 1-929-205-6099 use meeting ID: #871 5959 0685 to conduct the 
following business:

• Permit #6-25-22:  Joe O’Rourke/Jeffrey Fielden for a Variance 
lacking road frontage for new home construction, located at 96 
Knox Hill Road, Orwell, VT 05760.

• Permit #6-29-22:  Beeman, Charles & Diane, Gosselin/Beeman 
Life Estate/Beeman, Charles Beeman for a Variance requiring 
setbacks for a two (2) car garage w/ upstairs storage, located at 23 
North Orwell Road, Orwell, VT  05760.

Information pertaining to this matter may be viewed Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday & Friday 9:30am - 12:00pm and 1:00pm - 3:30pm at the Orwell Town 
Clerk’s Office located at 436 Main Street, Orwell, VT.
 Joseph Andriano, Chair
 Orwell Development Review Board
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ADDISON COUNTY
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
INTERIOR PAINTING OF DISTRICT OFFICES

The ACSWMD is soliciting bids from qualified painting contractors  to paint 
the interior of the  District Offices  located in Middlebury, VT. The bid must 
include an estimate of the cost of all paint and supplies. Labor estimates are to 
include hourly rate(s) and number of hours for all painting and prep work such 
as sanding, spackling, etc. A site visit is required prior to bidding. For a copy of 
the complete RFP, please visit our website at www.AddisonCountyRecycles.
org or click on link at VT Bid Registry https://www.vermontbusinessregistry.com/
BidPreview.aspx?BidID=56731.

Proposals should be sent to:  ACSWMD, 1223 Rt. 7 South, Middlebury, VT 
05753, or via e-mail to patti@acswmd.org. For more information, please con-
tact Patti Johnson Business Manager, at 802-388-2333.

  

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF ADDISON

The Addison Planning Commission will hold a monthly meeting on Monday, 
July 18, 2022, at 6:30PM at the Addison Town Clerk’s Office.  
To consider the following:

1. To approve the meeting minutes for June 20, 2022.  
2. To transact any business found necessary before the board.    
3. To allow time for public comment interaction at beginning of the 

meeting.           
4. We need to work on updating & referencing some sections for 

implementing Subdivision & Zoning Regulations into the Town Plan. 
Continue to work on definitions & reviewing The Vermont State 
Statutes (Chapter 117).

5. Continue working on items that are considered projects in progress 
at the June meeting & continue to review the Zoning Regulations 
pertaining to districts & sections.                                                                     

6. We will review the revised notes on items that the Z.A. helped with. 
(Zoning) PUDS and density-zoning, tables & road frontages within 
the districts. We now have a rough draft to work from to review 
corrections.

7. Planning for a work meeting on Monday, July 18, 2022, at 6:30PM 
at the T.C.O. after the regular monthly meeting.

  Starr Phillips, Secretary 
 Addison Planning Commission

TOWN OF GOSHEN
NOTICE OF TAX SALE

The resident and non-resident owners, lien holders and mortgagees of the real 
estate in the Town of Goshen, in the County of Addison, and State of Vermont 
are hereby notified that real estate taxes for the 2021 tax year assessed by the 
Town of Goshen remain, either in whole or in part, unpaid upon the following 
described real estate in the Town of Goshen as indicated below, to wit:

Roy D. Kinsley and Hannah Rice: Delinquent 2021 Property Taxes
Being 4.23 acres, more or less, with dwelling and any and all improvements 

thereon, located at 184 Hayes Road, Goshen, Vermont, and being all the same 
lands and premises conveyed to Roy D. Kinsley and Hannah Rice by Limited 
Warranty Deed is dated May 8, 2012 and recorded in the Town of Goshen Land 
Records in Book 27 page 292. And so much of said real estate will be sold at 
public auction at the Goshen Town Hall, a public place in said Town on Saturday, 
the 30th day of July, 2022 at 10:00 o’clock in the forenoon, as shall be requisite 
to discharge such taxes with costs and fees, unless previously paid.  

Any questions or inquiries regarding the above-referenced sale should be 
directed to the following address:

 Langrock Sperry & Wool, LLP
 ATTN: Fritz Langrock, Esq.
 P. O. Box 351
 Middlebury, VT  05753-0351     Telephone: (802)388-6356
Langrock, Sperry & Wool, LLP and the Town of Goshen do not give any 

opinion or certification as to the marketability of the titles to any of the above-
referenced properties as held by the current owner/taxpayer.

The only acceptable forms of bid payment at the day of tax sale are:  bank 
check payable to Town of Goshen, VT or cash.  No personal checks will be 
accepted.

 Dated at Goshen, Vermont this 15th day of June, 2022.
 Vickee P. Whiting, Town of Goshen 
 Delinquent Tax Collector

TOWN OF LINCOLN
PUBLIC NOTICE

Tuesday, July 12, 2022, at 6:00 pm at Burnham Hall (52 East River Road, 
Lincoln, VT) and virtually using Zoom

The Lincoln Zoning Board of Adjustment will continue a hearing which was 
first held on May 23, 2022. This is for Application # 22-023 as requested by 
Marilyn Ganahl for an appeal of Permit # 22-022 that was granted to Kyle Clark 
for a Restricted Landing Area on Parcel I.D. # 17070163.100 at 432 Orchard 
Road North in Lincoln, VT. 

Participation in the local proceeding is a prerequisite to the right to take any 
subsequent appeal. Please call the Town Office at (802) 453-2980 to arrange a 
time to view the complete application.

The Zoom link will be included in the agenda which can be found on the 
Town’s website the week prior to the hearing: https://lincolnvermont.org/zba
 Nicole Lee, Lincoln ZBA Clerk

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Monday, July 18, 2022 at Noon
Large Conference Room, Middlebury Town Offices, 77 Main Street

In person or at the link below to join virtually:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87165602161

 Dial in: +1 646 558 8656
Webinar ID: 871 6560 2161

The Town of Middlebury would like to apply to the CDBG (Community 
Development Block Grant) program. The request will be for up to $3M as partial 
funding of the Community Child Care Expansion Project. This project will include 
renovation and expansion of Otter Creek Child Center located at 150 Weybridge 
Street, Middlebury, Vermont. It will add up to 40 new childcare spaces and 15 
new jobs.  

For more information, email cgrant@townofmiddlebury.org.

OTTER VALLEY UNIFIED
UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT

Is accepting bids for a purchasing a structure constructed by Otter Valley 
Union High School Students. The structure is sold as is, with no warranties.

The structure’s base is constructed of  2x6’s with 2x4” walls.  The footprint 
is 14’x 8’ with 8’ walls.  There is also a roof system that has a loft already 
framed out.

Bids should be submitted to 
RNESU Central office by July 10th at 1:00PM

49 Court Drive, Brandon, VT  05733
Fax:  802-247-5548

Email:  bfleming@rnesu.org

Please call Otter Valley at 802-247-6833
to schedule a visit to see the structure

JAMES SCHUBERT OF RUTLAND COUNTY, VERMONT
NOTICE OF INTENT TO EXERCISE

WAREHOUSEMAN’S LIEN BY AUCTION
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT Chipman Point Marina, LLC, of 68 Chipman 

Point Road, in Orwell, Vermont, will be conducting a public auction at Noon 
on Saturday, July 15, 2022, at the office of the Marina, of property of James 
Schubert, of Wells, Vermont, namely a Thirty Foot Lures Boat bearing serial ID# 
LRSE00951272 to collect the unpaid balance of $4,620.00 as of June 1, 2022, for 
storage and related fees.  

Chipman Point Marina, LLC also asserts a lien against the above described 
property in the amount owed, as per 9A V.S.A. §7-209, and if payment arrange-
ments are not made within 10 days of this Notice, will seek to enforce their 
lien and sell the property to satisfy the debt, as per 9A V.S.A. §7-210.  

David C. Venman, Esq.
Behrens Venman & Sussman, PLLC

PO Box 183, Vergennes, Vermont  05491
(802) 877-2973

JAMES SCHUBERT OF RUTLAND COUNTY, VERMONT
NOTICE OF INTENT TO EXERCISE

WAREHOUSEMAN’S LIEN BY AUCTION
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT Chipman Point Marina, LLC, of 68 Chipman 

Point Road, in Orwell, Vermont, will be conducting a public auction at Noon 
on Saturday, July 15, 2022, at the office of the Marina, of property of James 
Schubert, of Wells, Vermont, namely a Thirty-Six Foot (36’) Chris Craft Catalina, 
bearing Serial # UNFOF172K687 and Boat Name: Lunasea to collect the unpaid 
balance of $4,620.00 as of June 1, 2022, for storage and related fees.  

Chipman Point Marina, LLC also asserts a lien against the above described 
property in the amount owed, as per 9A V.S.A. §7-209, and if payment 
arrangements are not made within 10 days of this Notice, will seek to 
enforce their lien and sell the property to satisfy the debt, as per 9A V.S.A. 
§7-210.  

David C. Venman, Esq.
Behrens Venman & Sussman, PLLC

PO Box 183
Vergennes, Vermont  05491

(802) 877-2973

     Public Notices  can be found in this
ADDISON INDEPENDENT  on Pages 9B, 10B and 11B.

TOWN OF FERRISBURGH
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

PLANNING COMMISSION
July 20th, 2022

AGENDA
A public hearing before the Planning Commission of the Town of Ferrisburgh will 
be held at the Town Clerk’s Office on Wednesday July 20th, 2022 to consider the 
following applications and other business:

1. 7:00 PM: Opening of meeting; approval of minutes from the 
June 15th meeting.

2. 7:05 PM Application #22-045 for preliminary plat review for 
a four (4) lot subdivision; Tuppers Crossing (vacant land); 
applicant(s): Roger Parker; Rural Agricultural (RA-5) district; 
tax map id no. 15/01/64.

3. 7:20 PM Application #22-49 for a preliminary plat review for a 
three (3) lot subdivision; 462 Monkton Road; applicant(s): Liz 
& Peter Markowski; Rural Agricultural (RA-5) district; tax map 
id no.: 15/02/12.

4. 7:35 PM Application #22-063 for a boundary adjustment; 
applicant Janet S. Seaburg; 323 Ruebens Way; Rural 
Residential (RR-2) district; tax map id no(s): 13/01/50; 
13/01/49.

In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the 
Northern Border Regional Commission (NBRC) has completed a Draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) evaluating the potential environmental impacts 
of the Town of New Haven’s proposal to relocate the New Haven Train Depot 
to its permanent location at 78 North Street (the Proposed Action). NEPA 
requires that federal agencies consider the effects of a proposed action and 
any reasonable alternatives on the human environment. This Draft EA evaluates 
the potential impacts that would result from the implementation of the Proposed 
Action as compared to the No Action alternative.

The Draft EA is available upon request. Please send an email request to 
info@clarkgroupllc.com. The Draft EA will be provided in electronic format 
unless a hard copy is specifically requested. 
Project Title: New Haven Train Depot Relocation
Project Proponent: NBRC
Project Location: 78 North Street, New Haven, VT 05472 (municipal parcel)
Project Description: The Proposed Action considered under this Draft EA 
includes filling and grading the site, the construction of a 45’ x 25.5’ foundation 
(including draining installation), relocation of the New Haven Train Depot from 
the adjacent municipal parking lot to its final location, and connecting the building 
to existing water, septic, and electricity utilities.
The purpose of the Proposed Action is to preserve the historic New Haven 
Train Depot to be repurposed as a public venue for community use, rather than 
demolished to accommodate a new intercity passenger Amtrack service from 
Rutland to Burlington. The New Haven Train Depot is a historic treasure to the 
Town and has received strong community support that it be preserved, repaired, 
and reused for the benefit of the Town.

NBRC is accepting comments on this Draft EA from July 1, 2022, through the 
end of the day of August 1, 20221. Comments should be submitted by email to 
info@clarkgroupllc.com.

TOWN OF NEW HAVEN
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

The Patricia A. Hannaford 
Career Center serves students in 17 
Addison County towns. Residents 
of the towns in the Addison 
Northwest, Mount Abraham 
Unified and Addison Central 
school districts tuition student to 
the center, which has two campuses 
in Middlebury — one on Charles 
Avenue next to Middlebury Union 
High School, and one on Mainelli 
Road in the Industrial Park.

Early this month the Career 
Center conducted its annual 
Celebration of Learning event 
to recognize all of the senior 
participants as well as the juniors 
and seniors who completed their 
technical program this year. 
One-hundred-two students were 
recognized during the ceremony 
with 70 of them being program 
completers. All students received 
a certificate of participation 
(seniors completing one year of a 
two-year program) or a certificate 
of program completion. Many 
students also earned a number of 
industry recognized credentials as 
well as dual enrollment credits.

All of the Career Center’s 
technical programs are two years 
(except Design & Illustration is 
only one), so completers start 
their junior year and then finish 
— “complete” — the program 
their senior year. Some students do 
one program junior year and then 
a different program senior year, 
so they are not able to complete 
one program. Sometimes students 
only attend the career center their 
senior year, so they are not able to 
complete the program they are in, 
but they are recognized. 

They receive a completer’s 
certificate, which shows on the back 
what proficiencies they have met. 

It was certainly a day to be 
proud of Career Center students. 
Many family members and guests 
were extremely grateful for the 
recognition event. 

Congratulations to the following 
students:
ART Performance

Completers
Elena Bronson - MAUHS

Participants
Bill Breault - MAUHS
Beau Carpenter - MAUHS
Cameron Castelli - MUHS
Asher Rubright - MUHS
Taylor Stearns - VUHS
Chris Therrien - VUHS

Culinary Arts
Completers
Tony Engel - MUHS
Alysa Farley - MUHS
Elizabeth Paige - MUHS
Jared Rancour - MUHS
Ash Raymond - VUHS

Design & Illustration
Completers
Justin Bolduc - MAUHS
Carly Browdy Carly - MUHS
Tayden deMeurers - MUHS
Olivia Devino - MAUHS
Celeste Jedlick - MAUHS
Milo Piovano-Marcotte - Home 

Study
Landon Shubert - MUHS
Kaleb Stearns - VUHS
Tim Takeda - MAUHS
Audrey Tembreull - VUHS
Zachary Welch - MUHS
Zachary Wilkerson - MUHS
Second Year Participants
Alyza Alger - MUHS
Burt Guran - Home Study
Gwen Zeno - MAUHS

Diesel Power Technology
Completers
Joshua Ramon - VUHS
Tristan Stearns - MUHS

Engineering Design & 
Development

Completers
Maddie Donaldson - MAUHS
Jocelyn Deering - MUHS

Human Services
Completers
Alex Bonavita - MUHS
Vanessa Brown - Adult
Kailyn LaDuke - MUHS

Participants
Hannah Cameron - MUHS
Elizabeth Jewell - MAUHS
Kaitlin Taylor - VAL

Industrial Design & Fabrication
Completers
Isaac Clifford - MAUHS
Ancel Coburn - MUHS
Tyler Robinson - Home Study
Henry Swan - MUHS
Lolke Vorsteveld - VUHS
Participants
Ira Carling - MUHS
Ethan Foster - MUHS
Ben Munkres - MUHS
Jeb Orvis - MAUHS

Medical Professions
Completers
Ainsley Busby - MUHS
Reese Fitzgerald - MUHS
Isabelle Gilley - MAUHS
Kenene Otis - MUHS
Jayden Rushton - MUHS
Jordan Shepard - MAUHS
Cami Willsey - MAUHS
Participants
Meredith Davignon - MUHS
Alanna Trudeau - MUHS

Natural Resource Management
Completers
Max Beazley - MUHS
Owen Bromley - MAUHS
Timothy Curran - Home Study
Participants
Cassie Bettis - MUHS
Ian Goodyear - MAUHS

Sustainable Agriculture
Completers
Eliza Bent - MAUHS
Lexi Boise - VUHS
Ryley Dubois - VUHS
Kylee Ellis - MUHS
Chloe Forbes - MUHS
Michael Plouffe - MUHS
Abigail Reen - MAUHS
Katherine Whipple - MUHS
Participant
Creed Stilwell - MAUHS

Career Center names senior completers
FRIENDS OF MIDDLEBURY HOCKEY

ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
& ANNUAL DIRECTORS’ MEETING

Date: Monday, August 1, 2022
Membership Meeting at 7pm
Directors’ Meeting at 7:15pm

Location: Memorial Sports Center, 2nd Floor
Friends of Middlebury Hockey, P.O. Box 835, Middlebury, Vermont 05753

ADDISON  COUNTY

School News
Halle Huizenga - MAUHS
Amanda Kearns - MUHS
Myia LaFreniere - MAUHS
Toby Mills - OVUHS
Alexandria Rice - VUHS
Kayley Tardie - MAUHS
Participants
Abigail Goodyear - VUHS
Joy Holzhammer - Home Study
Phin Holzhammer - Home Study

ART Technical
Participant
Tzain Howe - MUHS

Automotive Technology
Completers
Jonny Armell- MAUHS
Caleb Brewer- MAUHS
Tucker Davis - MAUHS
Alex Densmore - MAUHS
Dylan Edgerly - MAUHS
Devin Emmons - MAUHS
Milo Gordon - MUHS
Jacob Poquette - MAUHS
Trent Richardson - VUHS
Participants
Andrew Kachmar - VUHS
Cooper LaRoche - MUHS
Nick Madison - VAL
Adam Mansfield - MAUHS
Jordan Visser - VUHS

Civil Engineering & 
Architecture

Participants
Kosmo Ruiz-Warnock - MAUHS
Alex Yaggy - MAUHS

Computer Science Principles
Completers
Nathaniel McVeigh - MUHS
Jesse Thomsen - MAUHS
Participants
Tyler Chasse - MAUHS

Construction Technology
Completers
Sam Collaro - VAL
Lucas Phillips - MAUHS
Derek Vorsteveld - VUHS
Sam Warren - MUHS

TOWN OF NEW HAVEN
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW  BOARD

A public hearing before the New Haven Development Review Board will be held 
at the Town Offices, 78 North Street in New Haven on MONDAY, JULY 18, 2022, 
at 7:00 P.M. to consider the following:

I. Application #2022-DRB-10-SD by Steve and Marcia Dupoise for a 
2-lot subdivision located at 229 Ethan Allen Highway

II. Application 2022-DRB-09-BLA by Multy Builders for a boundary 
line adjustment for the development of the Deer View Project on 
a 66-acre parcel located on the east side of Ethan Allen Highway 
between Irving gas station and the Vermont State Police Barracks

III. Continuation of Application #2022-DRB-04-CU by Multy Builders 
for a conditional use permit for a woodworking business proposed 
for Lot 6 of the Deer View Project

IV. Application #2022-DRB-07-CU by Addison County Solid Waste 
Management District (ACSWMD) for a conditional use permit to 
operate a residential transfer station at the intersection of Route 7 
and Campground Road

Electronic copies of the applications are available to the public on the Town’s 
website: https://www.newhavenvt.com/, and are also available to the public at the 
New Haven Town Clerk’s Office during regular business hours.
Persons wishing to be heard at this public hearing, or their representatives (a 
licensed Vermont attorney or authorized agent) may participate in the hearing by 
using the online meeting link. Please note that in accordance with Chapter 117, 
Section 4466 of the Vermont Statutes, participation in this public hearing is a 
prerequisite to the right to make subsequent appeal.
The hearings will be held as a hybrid meeting, with participation either in person 
or remotely. To join remotely go to: 
https://zoom.us/j/98142119190?pwd=U0pFdDQ2a1ZRZzVCRkN4ZGcyYUF3dz09

Meeting ID: 981 4211 9190
Passcode: 4jYbTA
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By KATIE FUTTERMAN
CORNWALL — A June 16 

meeting that kicked off the Vermont 
Agency of Transportation’s effort 
to enhance safety on a particularly 
deadly two-mile stretch of Route 
125 in Cornwall drew so many 
participants that attendees at the 
Cornwall Town Hall had to drag in 
extra chairs to give everyone a seat.

The Cornwall 
selectboard hosted 
the team running the 
project, made up of 
VTrans and Fuss & 
O’Neil employees. 
VTrans initiated 
a scoping process 
for the notorious 
stretch of Route 125 
back in March in 
collaboration with the 
towns of Middlebury 
and Cornwall as well 
as with the Addison 
County Regional 
Planning Commission. 
The agency hosted 
the meeting with the 
Cornwall selectboard to get public 
input on the problem as a first stage 
in the scoping process. 

“Tonight is not here for me to tell 
you. This is for everyone here and 
on Zoom to tell us what you know 
about the area, because you know 
it better than we ever will,” said 
Nicole Fox, senior project engineer 
from Fuss & O’Neil. 

Other members on the team are 
VTrans Project Manager Taylor 
Sisson, VTrans Design Engineer 

Ben Tietze and Fuss & O’Neill 
Design Engineer Jake Fowler.

Fox opened the meeting by 
showing several slides. Included 
were pictures of the section of 
Route 125 in question: a two-mile 
stretch that starts about a tenth 
of a mile into Middlebury, at 
the bottom of the hill before the 
knoll, and continues up through 

the intersection with 
Cider Mill Road 
and terminates at 
Hamblin Road. The 
areas included the 
James Road/Cider 
Mill intersection, the 
Lemon Fair Road 
intersection’s tight 
curve, the Bridge 
Road intersection and 
multiple blind spots 
caused by ledge knolls. 
The team told the 
crowd that it was open 
to hearing more areas 
of concern. 

C o m m u n i t y 
members shared the 

impacts of their concern driving on 
that part Route 125, which included 
changing their routes and avoiding 
it all together. 

Members of the Cornwall Fire 
Department shared traumatic 
stories of accidents along the 
two-mile stretch, the number and 
severity of which far surpasses any 
other road in Cornwall. 

“When I put my people on that 
road, I am scared. They’re safer in 
a burning building than they are 

standing out on the middle of the 
road,” said Lew Castle, Cornwall’s 
assistant fire chief. 

He recalled responding to an 
incident a few years ago, in which 
three people died, including a 
pregnant mother and her three-
year-old son.  

“You see that, it’s just crushing. 
And you remember that for an 
awful, awful long 
time,” he said. 

The main safety 
concerns raised at the 
meeting were speed, 
sight lines and the 
frequency of runners 
and bikers using the 
roadway, especially 
from the college. 
Participants had a 
range of suggestions 
to address such issues. 
Most prominent were 
widening the roads, 
adding a bike/run path 
on the side, shaving the 
knoll to improve sight 
and lowering the speed 
limit.

Although people 
could agree that the speed was an 
issue throughout the stretch, the 
question of how to address this 
issue proved difficult. A lower 
speed limit, meeting participants 
acknowledged, would not 
necessarily make people drive 
slower. 

“People drive what they feel,” 
said Road Foreman Steven 
Rheaume. 

Speeding was especially frequent 
without enforcement of the speed 
limit, which Rheaume said he saw 
in the area maybe one time about a 
month ago. 

Conversations on speed limit 
concerns pointed to the larger task 
of addressing speed limit anxieties 
throughout the state. Vermont sets 
its speed limits by traffic studies 

that look at the 85th 
percentile speed on 
any given road. 

The way to address 
the speed limit, 
according to Fox, 
is usually through 
physically changing 
the roads. People tend 
to drive slower on 
narrow, unpredictable 
roads. The catch is 
— that’s already the 
case for the stretch 
of Route 125 being 
discussed, and people 
tend to drive fast 
anyway. Therefore, the 
suggestion to widen 
and flatten the roads, 
might only make 

people drive faster. 
“We’ve got a good challenge in 

front of us,” Fox said. 
Participants seemed to agree that 

there would need to be a multi-
faceted approach to making Route 
125 safer, in which speed was just 
one check on a box. 

Another proposed solution for 
addressing safety concerns was a 
creating a running or biking path 

for the many college students who 
use that section of Route 125. 

“A mile and a half or two miles 
of running trails off of that road 
could save a world of grief for 
families,” said Castle. 
DIRECTING STUDENTS

Middlebury College owns much 
of the surrounding land. Luther 
Tenney, assistant director of 
facilities at Middlebury 
College, at the meeting 
said the college is 
willing to address the 
problem. But he had 
reservations that it 
would work.

Regarding a separate 
path, he said he already 
built a gravel path to 
the knoll in 2007, and 
many students chose to 
continue using Route 
125. 

“I can also speak to 
the last two decades of 
trying to get kids to go where we 
want them to go,” he said. 

Fox explained that, following 
the meeting, the next step was 
for the team to develop a purpose 
and need statement to guide their 
process. She pointed out that 
there’s always a consideration for a 
no-build alternative, but that it did 
not seem like no-build would be a 
likely outcome in this scenario. 

“I wouldn’t say ‘no-action’ 
is ever completely off the table 
because we haven’t developed all 
of the alternatives yet, but typically 
the ‘no-build’ is only selected if 

there is a lot of local opposition to 
making changes, which does not 
seem likely to be the case here,” 
she said. 

VTrans will then move the 
project into the project design stage 
and develop construction plans so 
that a contractor can come in and 
build. There will be a preferred 
alternative presentation next 

spring, and the project 
final definition report 
is also expected to be 
released in the spring 
of next year. 

Although the 
community was 
eager to get the ball 
rolling to address 
these safety concerns, 
many were anxious 
about how long the 
process will take. 
Fox assured the room 
that it was possible 
to phase out the plan 

and implement short-term fixes 
sooner, such as fixing the area that 
is currently a passing zone with 
rumble strips or new lines, an idea 
suggested by Cornwall resident 
Skip Wyer. 

Cornwall selectboard Chair 
Ben Marks raised concerns that a 
less-safe option might be chosen 
because it was cheaper. Rather, 
he suggested, Middlebury and 
Cornwall could raise some of their 
own money for the project.

“The shape of this road has taken 
people from this community in 
ways that resonate with everybody 
in this room,” he said. “I’m hearing 
pretty clearly that 85% of the safety 
for less money is good enough for 
some decision maker, but maybe 
we can close that gap with alternate 
funding sources.” 

VTrans project manager Sisson 
assured the room that community 
members would have a say over 
alternatives as they were drafted, 
though he and his team would have 
to officially sign off on plans. 

The meeting closed with the 
same feeling of community that it 
opened with. Despite the deep, and 
quite personal, level of concern 
many had about fixing the road, the 
people approached the problems on 
that section of Route 125 together. 
Participants expressed their thanks 
to the VTrans team for their hard 
work up to now, and for the future 
ahead. 

County residents meet to address Route 125 concerns

By SHAYIQ SHAH & 
WILLIAM REED

MIDDLEBURY — A white 
Middlebury College student who 
police allege took part in a racist 
attack on some Black students on 
campus this past April this week 
pleaded innocent to criminal 
charges.

In a June 27 hearing at 
Addison County District Court in 
Middlebury, Matthew Shanklin, 
a rising sophomore, made the 
plea on one count of assault; two 
counts of disorderly conduct, an 
allegation of a hate crime; and 
one count of giving police false 
information/falsely implicating 
another. 

On April 23, Shanklin, 22, told 
town of Middlebury police officers 
he had been “jumped” by a group of 
six to 10 Black students as he was 
walking through the Middlebury 
College campus and that he had 
suffered injuries to his leg because 
of the assault. The alleged incident 
occurred on Middlebury’s campus 
late that night. 

Shanklin was taken to Porter 
Medical Center and treated for 
minor injuries, according to 
Middlebury Police Department 
Sgt. Vegar Boe.

After talking to Shanklin and 
others believed to be involved with 
or know about the incident, police 
determined that Shanklin had been 
the aggressor, making racially 
charged statements to the other 
students, at least some of whom 
were black, and then assaulting 
them.

At Monday’s arraignment, 
defense lawyer Rob Sussman of 
Burlington spoke on behalf of 
Shanklin, both of whom attended 
the arraignment virtually. Sussman 
pleaded “innocent” on behalf of 
the defendant and said Shanklin 
was ready to comply with all 
conditions of release. 

Middlebury 
student pleads 
innocent to
misdemeanors

“I’m hearing 
pretty clearly 
that 85% of the 
safety for less 
money is good 
enough for 
some decision 
maker, but 
maybe we can 
close that gap 
with alternate 
funding 
sources.” 

— Ben Marks, 
Cornwall 

selectboard

“A mile and 
a half or 
two miles of 
running trails 
off of that road 
could save a 
world of grief 
for families.”

— Lew Castle, 
assistant 
fire chief

“When I put 
my people on 
that road, I 
am scared. 
They’re safer 
in a burning 
building than 
they are 
standing out 
on the middle 
of the road.” 

— Lew Castle, 
assistant 
fire chief

Send form & payment to:
MREMS  Attn: Subscription Membership
55 Collins Drive, Middlebury VT  05753
(802) 388-3286 • (802) 989-7245 Fax

Membership is valid form July 1, 2022 to June 30, 2023
 and must be renewed annually.

MEMBERSHIP AGREEMENT TERMS

I hereby apply for the Middlebury Regional EMS (MREMS) 
service subscription membership program as indicated on the 
reverse side of this form. I understand that the indicated fee 
provides local emergency ambulance services to members and 
their registered associates as indicated and qualified, and as 
determined to be medically necessary within the service area of 
MREMS at no additional cost during the time of the prescribed 
agreement (MREMS fiscal year period of July 1 to June 30). I 
also understand that this membership permits MREMS to col-
lect directly from any third party agency whatever benefits may 
be available at no charge to me, my family, or my constituents, 
and that this membership is non-refundable and non-transfer-
rable. I request that any payment of any authorized insurance 
benefits be made on my behalf to MREMS for any services 
furnished by this health care provider or supplier. I authorize 
any holder of medical information about me to be released to 
the Health Care Financing Administration and its agents any 
information needed to determine these benefits payable for 
related services.

Signature ____________________________________

Date ________________________________________

Questions? Call 802-388-3286

Membership Application

Name (primary member or business): _________________________________________________________
Mailing Address: __________________________________________________________________________
Email: __________________________________________________________________________________
Phone: __________________________________________________________________________________
Please list names of household or business members to include in membership: ________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________

Membership

     $75 Single       $85 Double         $100 Family

     Business: $55 per employee
Total # of employees ________ X $55/per employee = $ ___________

     I would like to include an additional donation of $______________

Payments can be made by check payable to MREMS, or by Visa or Mastercard. MREMS reserves the right to 
any third-party billing. All program fees are tax deductible – a copy of your application is your receipt.
Method of payment

      Check #_______________  MasterCard    Visa
Card # __________________________________________________________________________________
Expiration date: ________________________________________ 3 digit security code __________________
Cardholder Name _________________________________________________________________________
Billing address (if different from above) ________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
Signature _________________________________________________ Date: _________________________

MREMS respects your privacy. We will not share any of your information with 3rd parties.

Subscription Plans:
$75 Single: a single person who has no other persons living in the household.
$85 Double: two people living at the same physical address.
$100 Family: all people living at the same physical address, including all legal dependents.
Business: The business must be registered with the state of Vermont. Minimum of 5 
employees for this membership. Cost per employee $55.
Membership applies to resident and business subscribers who live and work in the 10 towns 
we service: Middlebury, East Middlebury, Bridport, Cornwall, Orwell, Ripton, Salisbury, Shore-
ham, Weybridge, Whiting, and parts of New Haven.

We bill your insurance company directly. Your membership is  
not an insurance policy— it covers any outstanding fees that  
your insurance carrier does not cover.

MREMS
MIDDLEBURY-REGIONAL
Emergency Medical Services

MREMS has proudly been providing emergency services to 
Addison County for more than 50 years.  
We started as a citizen-led, all volunteer organization and have 
evolved into a dual volunteer and career staff service. Today, 
MIDDLEBURY REGIONAL EMS is much more than just 
ambulance services.
 
WE ALSO PROVIDE: 
• Paramedic-Level service   •  911 Ambulance Response 
• First Responder services  • Heavy Rescue services 
• Community Education  •  Dispatch & Answering services 
• Fire Department Standby Assistance  • COVID-19 Outbreak Testing 
• COVID-19 Vaccination Clinics
We are here to serve you and your family in your time of need. As a 
private, non-profit service (unaffiliated with any other organization) 
we ask you to become a member to support our mission. 
 Thank you, MREMS Staff and Board of Directors

Why Should You Become a Member? If the past few years 
have taught us anything, it’s the importance of emergent 
response and assistance. You never know when you or your 
loved ones will be in need of our critical emergency services. 
Without this membership the cost for 911 ambulance services 
could exceed $1,000. An MREMS membership guarantees you 
won’t be billed for the costs that your insurance does not cover.
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Local musician Moira Smiley leads the Western Vermont Choral Lab on Wednesday evenings at Minifactory in Bristol. The group gathers weekly to share their love of choral 
music and connect with community. After this session ends in mid-July, Smiley hopes to launch another choral group that will get together from October through December.

INDEPENDENT PHOTO / STEVE JAMES

f you’ve been to downtown Bristol on a 
Wednesday night recently, you may have 
noticed a crowd at Minifactory on Main 
Street. Upwards of 30 singers gather there 
weekly to join in community and song, led 
by singer, composer, lyricist and musician 
Moira Smiley.

Smiley spoke 
recently about what 
inspired her to start 
this group, known as 

the Western Vermont Choral Lab.

“My travels around the globe have shown me 
how inspiring choral gatherings can be and I 
wanted to share that here,” said Smiley, who 

grew up in New Haven and now resides in 
Bristol. “Rehearsals have been nourishing. It’s 
been a way to deal with all the events that 
keep coming down the news pike. It’s been 
bonding and cathartic.”

The group self-selected (no auditions were 
held) and practices for just one hour. They start 
with a warm up for their bodies and voices, and 
then they “dig into the music.” The songs the 
Western Vermont Choral Lab are learning range 
from folk tunes, a few originals by Smiley and 
covers of songs by contemporary artists.

“It’s a committed group of 35 people,” Smiley 
explained. “We have days where we really push 
ourselves and other days that are healing days 

— days when we focus on exercises and games 
that invite more creative freedom… I want to 
keep the balance of people singing freely and 
other times singing in a directed way.”

“I’m so excited to be part of a proper four-
part chorus here in my backyard,” said Nate 
Gusakov, a songwriter and musician from 
Lincoln. “It’s a treat. A reminder to step out of 
my daily hubbub… The place that Moira gets us 
to… it’s like a weekly meditation.”

Another member of the group, Su White, 
is an early educator who sings daily with 
young children, has been part of the group 
Womensing for over 30 years and directed 

SEE CHORUS ON PAGE 3

Singers come together in weekly ‘Vt. Choral Lab’

ELSIE
 LYNN PARINI

BY

I
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This poem brings to mind the feeling that sometimes fi lls 
you while camping or after a day spent in the forest with 
nothing but a little food and water and a lean-to for shelter. 
And sometimes, as the poet of “Woodpecker” writes, a sense 
of being of the woods comes over you. You no longer feel like 

just an observer hiking through but, instead, part of the 
forest’s fabric and essence. 

Camping on Adirondack islands in recent years I would 
stretch out on thick sweet scented pine needle beds 
and stare through the pines, listening to water lapping a 
few feet away and feeling more at home than anywhere 
I’d ever been. Some of these were warm summer days, 
but others cool autumn ones or afternoons when the 
forest darkened from an impending storm as it does 
in the poem — all of them having the same eff ect of 
pulling you in deep and close as nothing else can.

 While we might become at such moments just another 
creature of need and desire like the speaker in the poem, 
we might also for a time move past that to a place 

where the mind empties and thoughts cease. We drop into a deeper, 
almost altered state of awareness, crossing a kind of invisible threshold. 
British landscape writer Robert McFarlane speaks of how when crossing 
over the natural border of a forest edge or water body, we become 
diff erently minded because we are diff erently bodied. 

We start to feel our place among “ten thousand things” as the Taoist 
philosophers said. We begin to move through the world as if we were truly 
connected at every level of body and being to all of nature and all of the 
universe. We begin to remember that we are.

TAPPING, TAPPING FOR 
ESSENCE

WOODPECKER 

Downy Woodpecker, a small guy,
pecks at big wood.
A storm is brewing
and I’m still half a mile from Minerva Hinchey.

At the Shelter, thunder
darkens the woods,
premonitory air hushed and still.
I feel something I can neither describe nor explain.
I have become “of the woods” —
just another creature of need and desire.

I trust the woodpecker found shelter
and after the storm passes
he will resume his meaningful tap, tap, tap, tapping,
seeking food, a nest, a mate —
ultimately no diff erent than my search
for sustenance, rest, continuity —
grace by any other name.

In the morning
a freshening wind blows
the rain to the east.
Soon as I fi nish my camp coff ee
I’ll pick up my trekking poles

and rejoin the trail—
tap, tap, tapping for essence,
for grace.

— By Jack Mayer

POETRY
T H E  M O N T H  I N

Susan Jefts 
is a poet and 
editor from the Adirondacks 
and Vermont, whose poems 
have been published in 
numerous journals, locally and 
nationally. She runs workshops 
using poetry to deepen our 
experiences in nature, and of 
what we fi nd sacred. 

This poem was fi rst published in the collection 
“Poems From the Wilderness,” Proverse Hong Kong.

Jack Mayer is a Vermont writer and retired pediatrician 
who fi rst practiced on the Canadian border, where he 

began writing poems about his practice and hiking along 
Vermont’s Long Trail. After doing cancer research at 

Columbia University, he returned to Vermont as a primary 
care pediatrician and established Rainbow Pediatrics in 

Middlebury in 1991. Dr. Mayer attended Bread Loaf Writers’ 
Conference for both fi ction and poetry, and has two 

books, Life in a Jar: The Irena Sendler Project and Before 
the Court of Heaven and a poetry collection, Poems from 

the Wilderness (Proverse Prize 2019). His second collection 
of poems, Entanglements: Physics, Love, and Wilderness 

Dreams (Proverse 2022) refl ects his interest in the physics and 
metaphysics of cosmology and the primacy of relationships.  
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CHORUS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Allegro 
Children’s 
Choruses. 
“Singing is really 
important for 
my sense of 
well being,” she 
said. “Moira is 

creating and offering a wonderful opportunity 
that is a perfect extension of the singing I have 
done for decades. I hope I can continue to sing 
and connect with these voices from all over 
central Vermont. I am learning from her more 
than just music.”

Sadie Brightman, founder and executive director 
of Middlebury Community Music Center, is also 
part of the Western Vermont Choral Lab. MCMC 
is also Smiley’s fiscal agent for a $2,000 grant the 
lab received this spring. 

“The goal is to expand the welcome to New 
Vermonters and families of migrant workers,” 
Smiley said, explaining her ideas for a future 
choral group. 

“This was a great opportunity for MCMC to 
facilitate more expression through music,” added 
Brightman. “And it makes me excited to work 
with someone as gifted and talented as Moira to 
fulfill our mission.

“Singing with the group has been incredible,” 
Brightman continued. “We’ve all made these 
adaptations to continue to thrive musically 
through COVID; but nothing replaces the 
vibrations of being in the same room with other 
people singing... There is something so magical 
about harmonies whirling around in a room.”

Zubin Mistri agrees.

“I love it,” said the Middlebury psychotherapist, 

who once sang for a professional middle school 
choir in New Jersey. “It’s just what I was looking 
for — a place to sing that was welcoming…I 
had a vague sense of the kind of music Moira 
sings; she’s brought this nice mix of songs from 
different parts of the world together. It’s the kind 
of music I can connect with, and I feel really 
grateful to be able to sing. It’s really healing — 
that’s why I’m there.”

For Smiley the choir is also a family affair.

“My mom Susan, brother Ian and sister-in-law 
Chelsea also sing in the group, and V is often 
cooking in the background,” said Smiley — 

nodding to her sibling V, who purchased the 
former Bristol Cliffs Cafe in December to launch 
Minifactory, a “coffee, grocery, food and jam 
manufactory.”

“It is an uplifting and lovely space,” Smiley 
mused. “And it feels so warm and exciting to be 
with my family.”

Smiley’s mom agrees. 

“I am delighted to have the opportunity to be 
taught by my daughter,” Susan Smiley said. 
“When we bought our farm in New Haven in 
the ’70s, I remember one day I happened to be 
driving into town by the Methodist Church and 
saw a few people gathering. I decided to pull in 
and see what they were doing… They were going 
in to learn how to sing shape note music and I 
joined them that day.”

Susan’s husband, Jerry, joined later and then “all 
the kids got brought along.”

“What Moira wants is to teach us songs, but 
we’re not driven to perform at the end process,” 
Susan continued. “The process and experience 
of the evening is as important as anything else… 
It’s a very pleasurable experience for all of us.”

The Western Vermont Choral Lab is planning a 
community sing-a-long during Festival on the 
Green, on Monday, June 11, from 6-6:40 p.m., on 
the hill outside the gazebo on the Middlebury 
town green before the scheduled performances 
of Bruce Molsky at 7 p.m. and then Rani Arno & 
daisy mayhem at 8:30 p.m.

Following this first session, Smiley hopes to start 
up another choral group in October. “

“I’m really trying to be thoughtful about really 
welcoming people,” she said. “With this grant, I 
hope to employ guest song leaders; those who 
know the songs from traditions that some New 
Vermonters are familiar with… Participating in 
music is a naturally welcoming place. There are a 
lot of really strong divisions of hate, and I feel like 
we have to do what we can to come together.”

Moira Smiley is a singer, composer, lyricist and musician 
who’s leading the Western Vermont Choral Lab on 
Wednesdays in Bristol.

Moira Smiley leads members of the Western Vermont Choral Lab in a physical warm up before rehearsal on 
Wednesday evening. The group will hold a community sing-a-long on Monday, June 11, at 6 p.m., just before the 
Festival on the Green evening performances begin at 7 p.m. INDEPENDENT PHOTOS / STEVE JAMES

“WE’VE ALL MADE THESE 
ADAPTATIONS TO CONTINUE TO 
THRIVE MUSICALLY THROUGH 
COVID; BUT NOTHING REPLACES 
THE VIBRATIONS OF BEING IN 
THE SAME ROOM WITH OTHER 
PEOPLE SINGING... THERE IS 
SOMETHING SO MAGICAL ABOUT 
HARMONIES WHIRLING AROUND 
IN A ROOM.” — Sadie Brightman
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Allow me to set the scene. Independence Day was but a week 
away—and our preparations had progressed with a nearly suspi-
cious ease. Headmaster Bhakta had called for a goodly number of 
�ags, buntings, and balloons to be festooned throughout the 
Griswold Campus to welcome our guests with his trademark �air; 
hundreds of dormitory beds were made up just-so with quilts 
stitched by Betsy Ross herself; a grand selection of brandy cock-
tails was curated by the esteemed Vice Chancellor of Griswold, 
Erika J. Burzon; and indeed quite a generous o�ering of both 
BHAKTA 1876 and BHAKTA 1976 Armagnac had been with-
drawn from the vaults and readied for the enjoyment of all. With 
such patriotism on display, even the most hard-hearted scolds of 
the Slate Valley had already found themselves bedazzled—and 
revived by the Spirit of ‘76. 

All, of course, but one: Mr. Bhakta’s ham-�sted nemesis, Ra� 
Bezaleel Jr., the self-proclaimed “Apple Brandy Baron of Rich-
ville” and the enemy of all things good, true, and American. (It 
has been documented in this same periodical on more than one 
occasion that Bezaleel Jr. does indeed despise baseball, hotdogs, 
all of the U.S. Constitution save for the 21st Amendment, 
and—perhaps most despicably—even the song “Yankee 
Doodle.”)

And thus while Bezaleel Jr.’s motives to disrupt H.O.G. Bhakta’s 
4th of July festivities may have been obvious, the speci�cs of his 
complex revenge plot had evaded detection by Griswold’s 
three-letter agencies. Seeking a knockout punch to bankrupt Mr. 
Bhakta once and for all, Bezaleel Jr. had been for a manner of 
weeks deploying his goons on high altitude reconnaissance 
�ights—taking inspiration from the Germanic invaders of World 
Wars past, who from the skies above Armagnac had sought to 
sni� out the hiding spots of France’s �nest brandy. . .

Our enemy’s plot, it seems, was devised for maximum �nancial 
damage. It went a bit like this: Ra�’s goons would locate and 
abscond with the remaining barrels of our prized 1876 and 1976 
vintages—and in their theft would ruin the 4th of July, whilst 
simultaneously writing Mr. Bhakta a one-way ticket to the poor-
house. If, of course, the H.O.G. could somehow live to tell the tale.

his week’s tale, you ask? Thievery, skullduggery, 
sharpshooters, and the shocking abduction of a 
Griswold damsel—all of it the handiwork of an 
un-American plot to sabotage Headmaster of 
Griswold (H.O.G.) Raj Peter Bhakta’s upcoming 
4th of July Spectacular. These are the times that 
try men’s souls. . .

HELP RESCUE VICE CHANCELLOR BURZON!
THE ONLY WAY TO FOIL RAFF BEZALEEL JR. IS TO BOOK 

YOUR GRISWOLD SPIRITS TASTING IMMEDIATELY.

CHANNEL THE SPIRIT OF ‘76.
PHINEAS@BHAKTASPIRITS.COM

N o .  1 4

THE INDEPENDENCE DAY CAPER PT. I: RAFF’S HEIST! 
At the time, of course, I knew none of this; I simply found myself 
conducting the good Headmaster to lunch at Poultney House of 
Pizza in a rather unusual motorcar—his black ’61 Lincoln Conti-
nental convertible. On a lark, I decided to drive Mr. Bhakta 
through Griswold Plaza so that he could get a glimpse of the 
tremendous battery of �reworks that had been erected in the 
center of campus to serve as the grand �nale of next week’s festiv-
ities. He was unenthused. (“I’m not sure if I’m impressed,” he said. 
“Why can’t they be bigger?”). And thus in the moment I made the 
unwitting error of turning back through Griswold Plaza and 
driving past the Poultney Book Depository—from whose sixth 
�oor window Ra�’s goon’s opened �re, raining upon our Lincoln 
a furious squall of musketballs which no doubt sought to snu� 
out the spirit of our beloved H.O.G. for good.

The dreadful scattershot whizzed across the convertible like a 
swarm of syphilitic ghouls as I undertook a harrowing attempt to 
shield the Headmaster—seeking to take the lethal blows in his 
stead. My e�orts were in vain. The quick-thinking tycoon forced 
me from the vehicle and grabbed the wheel himself, driving most 
swiftly with his head below the dashboard to dodge further sniper 
�re as I tumbled like a whirligig across a nearby lawn.

I dusted myself o� and sprinted for Griswold—whereupon I 
witnessed Bezaleel Jr. rolling our �nal barrel of BHAKTA 1876 
into the hull of his mighty Zeppelin. . . and as it rose for the skies, 
I leapt for the lone rope dangling from its undercarriage and 
climbed up into the airship’s cargo hold. Safely camou�aged, I 
peered out from betwixt the purloined barrels and caught sight of 
a familiar face: Vice Chancellor of Griswold Burzon had been 
taken captive! 

“Full steam ahead to Ticonderoga!” bellowed Bezaleel Jr. through 
the dirigible’s tinny intercom. “We shall regroup Ra�’s Redcoats 
at basecamp and commence our �nal o�ensive on the 4th of July. 
We must doom Raj Bhakta forever!”

–PHINEAS WITHEY IV
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SEE EXHIBITS ON PAGE 14

ART
O N  E X H I B I T

EDGEWATER GALLERY ON THE GREEN
6 Merchant’s Row, Middlebury
Visit edgewatergallery.com, call 802-989-7419 or email 
info@edgewatergallery-vt.com for more info.

“Land & Tide: Scenes from New England,” is a solo 
exhibition of photographs by Jim Westphalen, on 
view July 1-Aug. 9. Experience the majesty of the New 
England landscape through the eyes and lens of fi ne 
art photographer Jim Westphalen as he takes us on 
a journey that includes the pastoral farms and snow 
dusted mountains of Vermont and the rocky shorelines 
and surf of the Atlantic coast. An opening reception and 
artist talk will be held at the gallery on Friday, July 1, 
from 5-6:30 p.m. Light refreshments will be served. This 
event is free and open to all.

EDGEWATER GALLERY AT THE FALLS
1 Mill Street, Middlebury
Visit edgewatergallery.com, call 802-458-0098 or email 
info@edgewatergallery-vt.com for more info.

“Summer Suite,” a two-person exhibition featuring Jill 
Matthews and Katie Runde, on view May 27-July 27. 
In the classical music world a “suite” is described as a 
group of self-contained, instrumental movements of 
varying character, usually in the same key. “Summer 
Suite” is Edgewater’s version as it applies to the art of 
painting. 

BRANDON ARTISTS GUILD
7 Center St, Brandon
Visit brandonartistsguild.org or call 802-247-4956 for more 
info.

“Warren Kimble: Artful Assemblages” features 
three-dimensional constructions combining vintage 
found objects such as old furniture and architectural 
parts, was engendered by Kimble’s early years as an 

ARIES: March 21-April 20. Aries, you can expect 
anything to happen this week, which makes it 
an ideal time to fall in love — or fall back in love. 
Throw caution to the 
wind and welcome 
romance.

TAURUS: April 21-May 
21. Taurus, don’t be 
surprised if a former 
romantic partner or 
close friend reconnects 
with you this week. It 
may be possible to 
rekindle this connection 
if you so desire.

GEMINI: May 22-June 
21. Don’t hesitate to try 
something new this 
week, Gemini. You’ll 
likely be surprised at 
what you discover you 
enjoy. You may even 
meet some interesting 
people. 

CANCER: June 
22-July 22. Spiritual 
matters are on your 
mind, Cancer. You are 
increasingly drawn to 
them as you get older. 
Do not hesitate to ask 
questions in your pursuit 
of enlightenment.  

LEO: July 23-Aug. 23. 
Optimism about life 
is in full force for you, 
Leo. Others will notice 
you are smiling more 
and moving about with 
a spring in your step. 
Channel that energy into 
a fun project.

VIRGO: Aug. 24-Sept. 22. Virgo, this week is full of 
possibilities. You may strike up a new friendship or 
decide to try a unique hobby. Travel may be the 
name of the game as well.

LIBRA: Sept. 23-Oct. 23. Libra, even though 
you may be feeling positive and looking well, 
you’re simply not drawing that special attention 

you desire. Don’t be too 
hard on yourself; it will 
come.

SCORPIO: Oct. 24-
Nov. 22. Scorpio, 
communication 
channels have been 
blocked lately, so 
you have been facing 
challenges getting your 
point across. Employ a 
little more patience.

SAGITTARIUS: Nov. 
23-Dec. 21. Sagittarius, 
there have been days 
you have felt better. 
Don’t let a minor illness 
derail your plans. Before 
you know it, you will be 
back on your feet. 

CAPRICORN: Dec. 22-
Jan. 20. Try an activity 
that strays from your 
usual routine, Capricorn. 
Change the time or the 
location to get a fresh 
perspective on your 
experiences. It can be 
the boost you need 
right now.

AQUARIUS: Jan. 
21-Feb. 18. Don’t be 
surprised if you have 
a desire to redecorate 
or change up your 
living space in some 
way, Aquarius. A new 
look can refresh your 
mindset as well.

PISCES: Feb. 19-March 20. Some interesting 
news is likely to come your way, Pisces. It’s 
important to answer your phone, read your texts 
and check your emails.

Cosmic ForecastCosmic Forecast

Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30, Sat. 10-2  • Rt. 7 So., Middlebury
802-388-2800 •  www.middleburyfloralandgifts.com

Your Bridal Your Bridal 
Specialist! Specialist! 

Contact us for a Contact us for a 
free quote.free quote.

OPEN: M-F 10-5 and Saturday 9:30-4

260 Court Street, Middlebury, Vt. 05753
802-388-3559   www.middleburysewnvac.com

Our semi-annual clearanceOur semi-annual clearance
sale starts June 30th!sale starts June 30th!

25-75%25-75% off select merchandise

BRISTOL • VT453-7799

Tues-Fri 11am-5pm
Sat 10am-5pm

Oh, yarn
it all!

JUNE 30 — Stanley Clarke, composer, bassist, 
jazz musician (71)
JULY 1— George Sands, novelist, memoirist (d)
JULY 2 — Thurgood Marshall, U.S. Supreme 
Court Justice (d)

JULY 3 — Tom Stoppard, playwright (85)
JULY 4 — Edmonia Lewis, sculptor (d)
JULY 5 — Megan Rapinoe, soccer player (37)
JULY 6 — Dalai Lama, spiritual leader (87)

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

“New Haven Depot” by Jim Westphalen is one of the new pieces 
of work in the new exhibit “Land & Tide: Scenes from New 
England” on display at Edgewater Gallery on the Green. An 
opening reception will be held on Friday, July 1, from 5-6:30 p.m.
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Salisbury Summer Performance Series 
returns to the Meetinghouse for 42nd year

Middlebury College’s Carillon Series begins July 1

The Salisbury Congregational Church 
announces the 42nd season of the Salisbury 
Summer Performance Series, which will open 
with the first of four concerts by the faculty 
ensembles of Point Counterpoint Music Camp 
on July 1. 

Varying by camp session in terms of music 
directors and participants, these ensembles 
give the local public an opportunity to 
experience chamber music performed by 
some of the brightest young professional 
musicians from leading institutions. The first 
session faculty represent such programs as 
the Juilliard, the Cleveland institute, Eastman, 
Salzburg, and Krakow and have performed 
at venues including the Chicago Symphony, 
Atlanta Opera, Tanglewood, Carnegie Hall, 
Royal Albert Hall, and Aspen. Their concert, 
under music director Philip Boulanger, 
on Friday, July 1, at 7:30 p.m., will feature 
Rachmaninov’s Piano Trio, “Trio Elegique;” 

Shostakovich’s Piano Trio No. 1; and Brahms’ 
Viola Quintet in G Major, op. 111.

Following this first concert on July 1, mark 
your calendars for the following Friday, July 8, 
at 7:30 p.m., for an evening of great American 
song with Boston-based tenor Joshua 
Glassman and pianist Sakurako Kanemitsu. 

Glassman has performed opera, art song, 
choral music, musical theater and cabaret. 
With degrees from the University of Michigan 
and the Peabody Institute, he has served on 
the voice faculty and directed the Glee Club at 
the University of Pennsylvania and is a former 
member of the Opera Philadelphia Chorus, 
the Princeton Festival Baroque Chorus, the 
Mendelssohn Club and, currently, Boston’s 
Cantata Singers. 

Kanemitsu has degrees from the Sacramento 

The beautiful sounds of ringing bells will fill 
the air again this summer, as the 37th annual 
Middlebury College Carillon Series treats 
audiences to free performances in and around 
the Middlebury Chapel. Each year, musicians 
from around the world come to Middlebury 
to perform in the Chapel’s soaring tower, 
high above the College campus. The series is 
organized by George Matthew Jr., Middlebury 
College Carillonneur. All of the concerts 
are free and open to the public, and can be 
enjoyed on the steps of the Chapel or on the 
surrounding lawns. Audiences are encouraged 
to bring lawn chairs or blankets.

2022 CARILLON SERIES SCHEDULE
George Matthew Jr., Carillonneur for 

Middlebury College and Norwich 
University: Friday, July 1, at 6 p.m.

Sergei Gratchev, Instructor, Middlebury 
College School of Russian: Friday, July 8, at 
6 p.m.

Elena Sadina, Instructor, Middlebury College 
School of Russian: Friday, July 15, at 6 p.m.

Amy Heebner ’93: Friday, July 22, at 6 p.m.
Carla Staffaroni, MA Spanish ’20: Friday, July 

29, at 6 p.m.

Tatiana Lukyanova: Friday, Aug. 5, at 6 p.m.
George Matthew Jr.: Friday, Aug. 12, at 6 p.m.
George Matthew Jr.: Friday, Aug. 19, at 3 p.m. 

(please note earlier time, in conjunction 
with Language Schools Commencement)

DID YOU KNOW?
A carillon is a musical instrument typically 
housed in the bell tower of a church or other 
municipal building. Its sound is produced by 
at least 23 cast bronze, cup-shaped bells, 
which are played serially to produce a melody, 
or sounded together to play a chord. The 
carillonneur plays by striking a keyboard with 
black and white keys and foot pedals that can 
help produce different kinds of sound. Each 
key is connected by wire to a bell clapper so 
different bells are rung depending on which 
key is struck.

•  It is a 75-step climb up to Middlebury 
Chapel’s bell tower. With 48 bells, 
Middlebury’s instrument is considered a 
traditional carillon.

•  The pitch of Middlebury’s heaviest bell is E 
in the middle octave. It weighs 2,300 pounds, 
roughly the same as the Liberty Bell.

•  In 1915, the instrument was begun with 11 bells 
by the Meneely bell foundry in Watervliet, New 
York. Nine bells remain from that work.

AT A GLANCE
the series

All performances will take place at the Salisbury 

Meetinghouse in Salisbury Village at 7:30 p.m.

JULY 1
Point Counterpoint Faculty 

Ensemble.

JULY 8
Great American Song, with Boston-

based tenor Joshua Glassman and pianist 
Sakurako Kanemitsu.

JULY 15
Point Counterpoint Chamber Players. 

Special Ukranian solidarity concert.

JULY 22
What is This Thing Called Jazz? Dick 
Forman (piano) and Glendon Ingalls 

(string bass).  

JULY 29
Atlantic Crossing, folk trio.  

AUG. 12
Point Counterpoint Music Camp Faculty 

Ensemble. 

AUG. 19
Zachariah Burrows, piano. 

AUG. 25
TBA

MUSIC
U P C O M I N G

Sergei Gratchev will perform a free concert on the 
Middlebury College Carillon, Friday, July 8, at 6 p.m. 

SEE SALISBURY ON PAGE 7

SEE CARILLON ON PAGE 13
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Michele Fay to perform at ‘Pizza by the Pond’

The Michele Fay Band will perform 
at Blueberry Hill Inn’s “Pizza by 
the Pond” on Thursday, July 7. The 
Michele Fay Band features original 
and Americana music that mixes 
together a comfortable groove of 
folk, swing and bluegrassy songs 
that are “a little bit country.” Fay has 
been writing songs “forever,” but has 
performed them for the past 15 years 
in Vermont. The band’s performances 
are both energetic and unpretentious, 
appealing to a wide range of audience.

Bring a picnic blanket or lawn chairs 
with your friends, and enjoy the wood 
fired pizza with iced tea or lemonade 
at Blueberry Hill Inn (1245 Goshen-
Ripton Road, Goshen). The pizza 
begins at 5 p.m., and the music begins 
at 6 p.m. The cost for pizza and music 
together is $35 per adult. Reserve your 
space at blueberryhillinn.com/pizza. 

Mukana brings a blend of world and jazz music
n Friday, July 8, Town Hall Theater 
presents the next installment of 
its World Music + Wine series, 
outdoors at Lincoln Peak Vineyard, 
featuring the world-class musical 
collective Mukana (meaning 
“opportunity” in the Shona 
language of Zimbabwe).  The 

eight-piece band is an eclectic gathering 
of musicians hailing from Chile, Haiti, 
Zimbabwe, Brazil and even a Middlebury 
College grad. Their international sound 
blends world and jazz traditions in 
sophisticated arrangements, with beautiful 
complexity and global rhythms. Mukana 
creates music that compels you to your 
feet in a joyful celebration of our global 
community.

Mukana is comprised of Zimbabwean 
singer/songwriter/Multi-
instrumentalist Tendai Muparutsa (Artist 
in residence in African Music Performance 
at Williams College); Chilean singer/

songwriter Natalia Bernal; Haitian 
singer Nadine Niles (of the powerhouse 
Haitian roots band Lakou Mizik); guitarist/
musical director Jason Ennis;  
saxophonist/arranger Michael Zsoldos; 
drummer Conor Meehan; bassist Itaiguara 
Brandão; plus a special guest star 
trombonist. 

World Music + Wine invites patrons to enjoy 
local wine from partner Lincoln Peak and  
international flavors from La Catrina 802, 
who will be selling an array of Mexican  
cuisine. Patrons are also welcomed to pack 
a picnic, but this is not BYOB — leave your 
alcoholic beverages at home. 

Tickets cost $15/advance; $18/door; kids 
12 and under free; and are available at 
townhalltheater.org, by calling 802-382-
9222, or at the door. The World + Wine shows 
continue through September — find more at 
townhalltheater.org.

O

(Calif.) State School 
of Music and will 
further her graduate 
studies at the Longy 
School of Music at 
Bard College. She 
has performed as 
soloist and chamber 

pianist in Italy, Germany and the United States 
(including the San Francisco Center for New 
Music and the University of California at Davis). 
They will be performing songs by George 
Gershwin, Irving Berlin, Cole Porter and Marc 
Blitzstein, along with solo piano works by 
Gershwin, Debussy, and Blitzstein.

Because of the need to utilize the piano, these 
concerts will occur indoors. Guests are asked 
to wear a mask unless fully vaccinated, and 
welcome those who prefer to remain masked 
even though they are fully inoculated. 

The Summer Performance Series will run 
weekly through Aug. 25 at the historic, but 
handicapped accessible, 1838 meetinghouse 
in Salisbury Village. There is no admission 
charge; a free-will donation in support of the 
series will be appreciated.

SALISBURY
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

The eight-piece band Mukana will perform at Lincoln 
Peak Vineyard on Friday, July 8, as part of Town 
Hall Theater’s World Music + Wine series. The series 
continues through September. Visit THT’s website for 
tickets and more infomation.

802-388-4944
ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

Subscribe today!
FOR JUST ONE DOLLAR A WEEK!
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THURSDAY, 
JUNE 30
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 

HIKE IN HANCOCK. Thursday, June 30, Worth 
Mountain. Strenuous, about 2 miles each way 
to Worth Mountain from the Middlebury Gap. 
Contact Morris Earle at morrisearle@gmail.
com with questions or to register. More at 
gmcbreadloaf.org.

MOVIES IN THE PARK AFTER DARK IN BRISTOL. 
Thursday, June 30, dusk, town green. “The Lorax.” 
Free and open to the public.

FRIDAY, JULY 1
SARAH KING AND PIZZA IN GOSHEN. Friday, 
July 1, 5-8 p.m., Blueberry Hill Inn and Outdoor 
Center, Ripton-Goshen Rd. NEMA’s 2021 
Songwriter of the Year Sarah King inhabits 
the dark side of Americana, anchored by her 
atmospheric voice and rhythmic blues guitar. 
Reservations for each pizza night will open the 
Monday prior to the event. BYOB.

ART OPENING IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, July 1, 
5-6:30 p.m., Edgewater Gallery on the Green, 
6 Merchants Row. An opening reception for 
photographer Jim Westphalen’s solo exhibition 
“Land and Tide: Scenes from New England.” 

CARILLON CONCERT IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, 

July 1, 6 p.m., Middlebury Chapel lawn, Old 
Chapel Rd. Free and open to the public. Bring 
lawn chairs or blankets.

HIGH SUMMER IN NEW HAVEN. Friday, July 1, 6-8 
p.m., Lincoln Peak Vineyard, 142 River Rd. High 
Summer performs a mix of original compositions 
and well-curated covers. Tickets $5/kids 15 
and under free. Food from Creed’s Food Truck 
available for purchase. Doors open at 5 p.m. 

CHAMBER MUSIC IN SALISBURY. Friday, July 1, 
7:30 p.m., Salisbury Meetinghouse, 853 Maple 
St. Point Counterpoint Chamber Players will 
perform music by Rachmaninov, Shostakovich 
and Brahms as part of Salisbury’s 42nd Summer 
Performance Series. Masks requested if not fully 
vaccinated. Free-will donation.

SATURDAY, JULY 2
INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION IN 
BRANDON. Saturday, July 2, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., 
Brandon Town Hall and locations around town. 
Help Brandon celebrate Independence Day with a 
parade, sales and other activities. Cold drinks and 
snacks will be available at the upstairs concession 
area at Brandon Town Hall and the bathrooms will 
be available while the hall is open. 

GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB “HIDDEN” SNAKE 
MOUNTAIN HIKE IN BRIDPORT. Saturday, July 
2, 9 a.m., Mountain Road Ext. lot with the falling 
down sign. Hike 5-6 miles of hidden Snake 

Mountain far from the madding crowd. Elev. gain/
loss about 700 feet. Pace and terrain moderate. 
Well-behaved dogs on leash are welcome. 
Mandatory registration, limited to 10 participants, 
including the leader. Intermediate hikers and 
fully vaccinated participants welcome. Meet at 
the Mountain Rd Ext. lot with the falling down 
sign. Rain or shine. More info contract Deborah 
Lewis by text at 203-856-6187 or deborahlewis@
optonline.net. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 6
BIPOC YOGA IN MIDDLEBURY. Begins 
Wednesday, July 6, 3-4 p.m., Otter Creek Yoga, 
Marble Works. Black, Indigenous, People of 
Color (BIPOC) yoga is back. Otter Creek Yoga 
is offering a BIPOC series for teens 12-18. Runs 
weekly through Aug. 24. Students will be paid 
$25 for each session they attend. More info and 
registration at justice@middteens.org.

EXTRA STOUT IN BRANDON. Wednesday, 
July 6, 7 p.m., behind the Brandon Inn. Celtic 
music band Extra Stout kicks off Brandon’s free 
summer concert series. Bring a chair or a blanket 
for listenin’ or nappin’ and your fingers and toes 
for snappin’ and tappin’.

THURSDAY, JULY 7
BASIN BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL IN BRANDON. 
Thursday, July 7, 1 Basin Rd. In its 27th year. 

      
MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY TELEVISION:

P.O. Box 785, Middlebury, Vt. 05753MCTV SCHEDULE Channels 1071 & 1091
Please see the MCTV website, www.middleburycommunitytv.org, for changes 
in the schedule; MCTV events, classes and news; and to view many programs 

online. Submit listings to the above address, or call 388-3062.

MCTV Channel 1071
Friday, July 1
Through the Night — Public Affairs
 5 a.m. Racial Disparities Board
 7 a.m Deep Dive with Esther
 7:30 a.m. Congregational Church
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Church
 5:30 p.m. Energy Week
 6:30 p.m. Green Mountain Care Board
 9 p.m. Vermont Physicians for a
   National Health Care Program
 9:30 p.m. Cannabis Control Board (CCB)
Saturday, July 2
 6:30 a.m. Racial Disparities Board
 8:30 a.m. VT Physicians for National  
  Health 
 9:30 a.m. Deep Dive with Esther
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 3 p.m. Energy Week
 4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Service
 5:30 p.m. Eckankar
 7 p.m. Catholic Mass
 7:30 p.m. A Civil Discussion
 8 p.m. VT Physicians for National  
  Health 
Sunday, July 3
 5 a.m. Selectboard, CCB
 9 a.m. Catholic Mass

 10 a.m. Energy Week
 11 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
 3:30 p.m. Deep Dive with Esther
 4 p.m. Congregational Service
 6:30 p.m. Eckankar 
 7 p.m. Catholic Mass
 7:30 p.m. VT Physicians for National  
  Health 
Monday, July 4
 4:30 a.m. VT Physicians for National  
  Health
 9 a.m. Energy  Week
 10 a.m. Select Board, CCB
 5 p.m. Dr. John Campbell
 7 p.m. Deep Dive with Esther
 7:30 p.m. A Civil Discussion
 8:30 p.m. Racial Disparities Board
Tuesday, July 5
 4 a.m. Energy Week
	 5	a.m.	 Candidates	for	Public	Office
 9:30 a.m. Eckankar
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Green Mountain
   Care (GMC) Board
 4 p.m. Congregational Service
 6 p.m. Energy Week
 7 p.m. Selectboard  Public Affairs
 10 p.m. VT Physicians for National  
  Health

Wednesday, July 6
 6:30 a.m. Energy Week
 7:30 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
 9:30 a.m. Catholic Mass
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 5 p.m. Energy Week
 7 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
Thursday, July 7
 5 a.m. Selectboard
 8 a.m. Congregational Service
 12 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 8 p.m. Energy Week
 9 p.m. Eckankar
	 10	p.m.	 Candidates	for	Public	Office

MCTV Channel 1091 
Friday, July 1
	5:30	a.m.	 The	Real	Dirt	on	Truffles
 6:37 a.m. Demystifying Seeds 
  & Seeds Saving
  10:30 a.m.Vermont Book  
  Shop - Bill McKibben
 12 p.m. School Board Meetings
	5:30	p.m.	 The	Real	Dirt	on	Truffles
 6:37 p.m. Demystifying Seeds & Seeds  
  Saving
 10 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
Saturday, July 2
 5 a.m. All Things LGBTQ

 6 a.m. Vermont Book Shop - Bill  
  McKibben
 7:02 a.m. Yoga,
 8 a.m. School Board Meetings
 12:30 p.m. Music from Around Vermont
 5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ 
 6 p.m. Paul Cezanne (GMALL  
  Lecture)
 7:30 p.m. Demystifying Seeds & Seeds  
  Saving
Sunday, July 3
 5 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6 a.m. Vermont Book Shop - Bill  
  McKibben
 7:30 a.m. Yoga
 8:30 a.m. School Board Meetings
 1:30 p.m The Artful World
 2:30 p.m. Vermont Book Shop - Bill  
  McKibben
 5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6 p.m. Vermont Book Shop - Bill  
  McKibben
	7:02	p.m.	 The	Real	Dirt	on	Truffles
Monday, July 4
 5:30 a.m. GMALL Lecture
 7 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 8 a.m. School Board Meetings
 5 p.m Music from Around Vermont
 10 p.m. Vermont Book Shop - Bill  

  McKibben
Tuesday, July 5
 6 a.m. School Board Meetings
 12 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 1 p.m. Supporting Native Pollinators
 3 p.m. Managing for Old Forest  
  Characteristics
 4:15 p.m. Music from Around Vermont
 9:30 p.m. GMALL Lecture 
Wednesday, July 6
 5 a.m. Music from Around Vermont
 7 a.m. Yoga
 8 a.m. “Bears Bears Bears”
 12 p.m. School Board Meetings
 6 p.m. Music from Around Vermont
 9 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 10 p.m State Board of Education
Thursday, July 7
 5:30 a.m. Music from Around Vermont
 6 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 7 a.m. Yoga
 8 a.m. State Board of Education
 5:30 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6:30 p.m. Yoga Rest & Restore
 7 p.m. Festival On the Green
  (from our Archive)

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE
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A family-friendly four days of bluegrass, 
Vermont food and craft concessions. 
Performers include the Kevin Peter Band, 
Larry Efaw & the Bluegrass Mountaineers, 
Canaan’s Land, Atkinson Family Band, 
Cedar Ridge, Seth Swayer Band, Serene 
Green, Smokey, Arlin & Scott, Poor 
Monroe, and Bloodroot Gap. More info at 
basinbluegrassfestival.com.

MICHELLE FAY BAND AND PIZZA IN 
GOSHEN. Thursday, July 7, 5-8 p.m., 
Blueberry Hill Inn and Outdoor Center, 
Ripton-Goshen Rd. Reservations for each 
pizza night will open the Monday prior to 
the event. BYOB.

“THE JOY OF THE JUST” PLAY IN 
ROCHESTER. Thursday, July 7, 7:30 p.m., 

Spice Studio, 482 South Main St., Rochester. 
Bald Mountain Theater presents the play 
by John Gardner. When elderly Aunt Ella 
gets involved in a he-said, she-said battle 
of wills with the new preacher and fi nds 
no one believes or cares about her side 
of the story, she takes the matter of God’s 
punishment into her own hands. Tickets 
$15 at the door and at baldmountaintickets.
ludus.com. Streaming will be available in 
partnership with TheaterEngine. More info 
at baldmountaintheater.org. Repeats on 
Friday and Saturday. 

FRIDAY, JULY 8
BASIN BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL IN 
BRANDON. Friday, July 8, 10 a.m.-9:30 p.m., 
1 Basin Rd. In its 27th year. See July 7 listing.

THE TRAVELING MIDDLEBURYS AND 
PIZZA IN GOSHEN. Friday, July 8, 5-8 
p.m., Blueberry Hill Inn and Outdoor 
Center, Ripton-Goshen Rd. Four long-time 
musicians from some of Addison County’s 
favorite bands come together to play a 
selection of old covers and new originals. 
Reservations for each pizza night will open 
the Monday prior to the event. BYOB.

CARILLON CONCERT IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Friday, July 8, 6 p.m., Middlebury Chapel 
lawn, Old Chapel Rd. Middlebury College 
School of Russian instructor Sergei 
Gratchev will perform. Free and open to the 
public. Bring lawn chairs or blankets.

GREAT AMERICAN SONG PERFORMANCE 
IN SALISBURY. Friday, July 8, 7:30 p.m., 
Salisbury Meetinghouse, 853 Maple St. 
Salisbury’s 42nd Summer Performance 
Series continues with Joshua Glassman, 
tenor, and Sakurako Kanemitsu, piano. 
Music by George Gershwin, Irving Berlin, 
Cole Porter and Marc Blitzstein. Masks 
requested if not fully vaccinated. Free-will 
donation.

picktop
SUBMIT TO THE NEXT ISSUE 
OF ZIG ZAG LIT MAG.

Who: Those who live, labor, or loiter 
(very loose defi nition) in Addison 
County. 

What: Up to three pieces of writing 
and/or art.

When: Submissions are open for Issue. 
13 through July 5

Where: Email submissions to submit@
zigzaglitmag.org

Include your full name; the town where 
you live, labor or loiter; your preferred 
email address (if not the address from 
which you are submitting); and any 
other information you would like to 
give, including bio details.

For more details visit zigzaglitmag.org/submit

PETS IN NEED
HOMEWARD BOUND
Addison County’s Humane Society

Call or check our website.
We may have a pet for you.

802-388-1100 | HomewardBoundAnimals.org
236 Boardman Street | Middlebury, VT

Abbi is a 4-year-old who demands 
affection. She is shy at first but when 
she warms up she will be all over 
you. Abbi prefers dry food but she will 
sometimes eat chicken. She has lived 
with other cats and kids but does not 
want any dogs around.

Apollo was very shy and wanted to 
bury himself under blankets to hide 
when he first came to the shelter. In a 
short time, this 3-year-old has become 
an absolute love bug and lap cat. He 
still hides from scary noises and new 
people at first, but he has gained a 
lot of confidence. Apollo does not 
like fishy foods and prefers poultry. 
He enjoys wand toys and spending 
time on the “catio.” Apollo gets over-
stimulated around other animals and 
would do best as the only pet in a quiet 
home.

Little Miss is a 6-year-old puffball 
that purrs like it’s her life mission. 
This sweetheart is full of love for 
people, toys, fishy Fancy Feast, 
and catnip. Little Miss is FIV+ and 
does not want to live with other 
cats or dogs.

Luna is two years old and has already 
raised four kittens in her young life. She 
is a calm cat who is happy to just lounge 
around while waiting for some lovin’ to 
come her way. Luna gets along with most 
cats who respect her personal space.

Rootbeer is a sweet 2-year-old who 
would love to be an indoor/outdoor kitty. 
He absolutely loves catnip and dinner 
time! Rootbeer uses his litter box when 
he is the only cat, but will mark his 
territory when other cats are around. For 
that reason, he might be better as the 
only cat in the home.

Kylo is a 4-year-old, 30-pound beagle 
mix. He is a puppy at heart with the 
energy to match. Kylo is looking for 
a home where he will be given the 
opportunity to have lots of exercise and 
play, whether that be with his humans or 
another dog of similar energy.

Like many beagles, Kylo is a hunter 
and cannot go into a home with small 
prey animals, such as cats. Kylo can be 
nervous in new situations and can have 
some separation anxiety when left alone. 

He will need an understanding owner to help guide him in his new home. When 
not playing or napping on his bed, Kylo loves to give kisses and he tries his 
hardest to be a lap dog!

1438 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-3139
www.parisfarmersunion.com

At Paris, we have everything you 
need for your pets and animals!

• Dry or Wet Dog & Cat food
• Dog & Cat beds, toys, cleaning supplies 

& accessories
• Fish, bird, small animal & reptile 

supplies and live feeder insects 
• Wild bird & Squirrel supplies 
• Backyard animal feed & supplies
• And friendly, knowledgeable staff 
   to help guide you!

1438 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-3139

• Wild bird & Squirrel supplies 
•
• And friendly, knowledgeable staff 
   to help guide you!

•

1438 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-3139

And friendly, knowledgeable staff 

Ask about 
our Frequent 

Buyer 
Program!Send us your pet!

news@addisonindependent.com

Pet of the 
WEEK

Thursday, July 7, 7:30 p.m., 

Pet of the 
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ACROSS
 1. Basics
 4. In a new way
10. __ Paulo, city
11. Jailhouse
12. Expresses 
surprise
14. Trigraph
15. A small stream
16. Dissimilar
18. Promote
22. Gives a boost
23. Lawmaker
24. Orthodox Jews
26. Actor Harris
27. Wild cherry
28. Participate in 
democracy
30. Opposite of 

begins
31. A Brit’s mother
34. Set of moral 
principles
36. Very fast 
airplane
37. Czech river
39. Private school 
in New York
40. Israeli dance
41. Electron volt
42. Adjusting
48. Duct by the 
bladder
50. Small burger
51. Begin again
52. Unstuck
53. Jai __, sport
54. Get free of

55. For instance
56. Hotel chain
58. A team’s best 
pitcher
59. Extracts from 
various sources
60. Indefi nite 
period of time

DOWN
 1. St. Francis of __
 2. Supported
 3. United in 
working
 4. It cools your 
home
 5. Predicting
 6. Irritated
 7. Popular talk 

Sudoku
Each Sudoku puzzle 
consists of a 9x9 
grid that has been 
subdivided into nine 
smaller grids of 3x3 
squares. To solve 
the puzzle each row, 
column and box must 
contain each of the 
numbers 1 to 9. Puzzles 
come in three grades: 
easy, medium and 
diffi  cult. 

Level: Medium

This week’s puzzle solutions can be found on Page 13.

show host
 8. Fabric edge
 9. A resource for 
employees
12. Broadway’s 
Jackman
13. Small water 
buff alo
17. City of Angels: 
__ Angeles
19. Asteroids
20. Tailless 
amphibians
21. German 

expressionist 
painter
25. What drives you
29. N. Vietnamese 
ethnic group
31. Gold coin used 
in British India
32. Have deep 
aff ection for
33. Ponds
35. Breaks between 
words
38. Hairstyle
41. Print errors

43. Family of iron 
alloys
44. Sidelined in bed
45. Many couples 
say it
46. Brazilian 
hoopster
47. Allman Brothers 
late frontman
49. German city
56. One hundred 
grams (abbr.)
57. One billionth of 
a second (abbr.)

s p o n s o r e d  byPuzzlesPuzzles
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This 4 bedroom, 4 bath home on 11 acres is builder-owned with many updated features. 
The three levels of living make this home perfect for multiple uses, including multi-
generational living, working from home, home schooling, or the person that wants 
room to grow. There is a master bedroom on the fi rst and second fl oor, each with an 
attached bath. There is a fully fi nished basement with a bath and rec room complete 
with a kitchenette that would be perfect for game day parties or holiday gatherings. Also 

included is an oversized insulated and heated two car garage with 
full overhead storage, large back deck, and front porch to enjoy 
the mountain views and spectacular sunsets. You are only minutes 
to many access points to Lake Champlain including a nearby 
marina to dock your boat. Only 50 minutes to South Burlington, 15 
to Vergennes and 20 to Middlebury.

267 CHURCH ST. ADDISON

A LOOK INSIDE ADDISON COUNTY HOMES FOR SALE

Addison home has something for everyone

$649,900

This week’s property is managed by Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices.  Visit ReVT4U.com or call 802-877-2134.
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Follow Us!802-388-0505 • 101 Court St., Middlebury, VT  •  www.midvthomes.com

Cory Cheever – Realtor
 802-989-0859

cheever.cory@gmail.com

Bonnie Gridley – Broker 
802-349-8646 

 bgridleyvt@gmail.com

Judy Murdock – Realtor
802-458-7589 

judymurdockvt@gmail.com

William Brokhof – Realtor
802-767-7090

wbrokhof@gmail.com

Looking to see what your house is worth?
Call us for a complimentary

Market Analysis today!

Location, Location, Location! S Bingham St in Cornwall! This 1930’s 3 bedroom, 2 bath home is 
loaded with charm and warmth.  The main house features a wonderfully large glassed-in porch/
family room with fi replace and wood stove, a downstairs bedroom with a roll-in shower. Plus 
the property has a Mobile home that can be rented or used for multigenerational living. Step 
out on the 1.6 plus acres and enjoy the beautiful mature trees including Butternut, Cherry, Birch 
and River Birch, roses, rhubarb and raised beds. To top it off is a barn with a greenhouse and a 
heated 2 car garage. So many opportunities. Don’t miss out on this special property!

If you are looking for a large year-round home, on a generous sized  lot while also having deeded 
access to Lake Champlain, then this property is a must-see for you!  With 2,364SF of fi nished 
space there is lots of room for everyone to spread out and have their own space inside, while 
also having plenty of space outside on the large 3.72 acre lot that boasts a nice mix of open 
and wooded areas.  If water is more your style then you will enjoy the deeded access to Lake 
Champlain that has a poured concrete pad to aid in the launching and retrieval of your kayak or 
boat.  All of this could be yours for $369,900! Come see what living the Lake life is all about! 

South Bingham St, Cornwall $374,900 2663 Watch Point Road, Shoreham $369,900 MLS #4888291

NEW LISTING
NEW LISTING PRICE

REDUCTION

Please contact me if you are considering 
buying a home or selling a home,
to hear about my unique terms and services.

Listed / Sold by Michael O’Dowd International Realty Experience - UK | Ireland | USA

Just Sold!
The Panton Country Store

3074 Jersey St, Panton, 
- following an aggressive marketing campaign.

Sold for best market price.

Just Sold!
2655 Upper Plains Road, Salisbury
- another happy family successfully moved!

Michael P. O’Dowd, Realtor ®

KW Vermont
Cell: 802-598-7169

Office: 802-654-8500
michaelodowd@kw.com

https://michaelodowd.kw.com/
KELLER WILLIAMS REALTY
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estate
real

Let our real estate section do the work, so you can 
get back to enjoying summertime in Vermont. 

Give us a call and we’ll help you connect with 
Addison County homebuyers, sellers & professionals.

ads@addisonindependent.com

Email Christy to fi nd out how. Christy@addisonindependent.com
Add your piece! Add your piece! Be the next sponsor of the puzzle page.

s o l u t i o n s June 30, 2022

Puzzle
Christy@addisonindependent.com

Be the next sponsor of the puzzle page.

June 30, 2022

PuzzlePuzzle

WALLACE REALTY
48 Mountain Terrace

Bristol, VT 05443
PH 802-453-4670 • FAX 802-453-5898

Visit our websites at:
www.wallacere.com

www.greenbuiltvermont.com

Please call Kelly, Claire, or Tom

nbmvt.com • 1-877-508-8455 
Bank NMLS #403372

Make the dream of home ownership a reality. 
We can help. Contact us today or apply online.
Sharon Brown | Community Lender | NMLS #491713

EQUAL 
HOUSING  
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 as amended 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons receiving 
public assistance, or an intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will not  knowingly 
accept any advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of discrimination, call 
HUD Toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.

•  In 1986, 
the instrument 
was enlarged 
to its present 
size with 
bells made 
by Paccard-
Fonderie 

des Cloches in Annecy, France. The 
enhanced carillon was presented in 
1986 as a gift from then Chairman of 
the Board of Trustees Allen Dragone 
’50 and his wife Jane. 27 bells remain 
from that work.

•  In 2001, 12 bells were recast or 
replaced by Meeks & Watson of 
Georgetown, Ohio.

•  One of the bells in Middlebury’s 
carillon is inscribed with the following 
quote by Lord Alfred Tennyson: “Ring 
in the valiant man and free the larger 
heart, the kindlier hand! Ring out the 
darkness of the land, ring in the Christ 
that is to be!”

Learn more about Middlebury’s carillon 

at go.middlebury.edu/carillon. 

PERFORMANCE DETAILS
All performances are free and will 
take place at the Middlebury Chapel, 
located on the campus of Middlebury 
College at 75 Hepburn Road. Free 
parking is available on Route 125/
College Street, and on Old Chapel 
Road. In the case of inclement weather, 
the concerts will still take place, and 
audiences are welcome to listen from 
the chapel steps and front landing. 

CARILLON
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6
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ipjrealestate.com
34 Main Street, downtown Middlebury

info@ipjrealestate.com  |  802.388.4242

MIDDLEBURY  NEW LISTING!
234 ELLEN DRIVE
MLS #4916737 | $425,000
3 BD | 1.5 BA | 1736 SF | 0.92 AC

Close to town on a dead end 
road that leads to the Trail Around 
Middlebury, and you’ll love the 
park-like setting with garden 
space and room to run around! 
Hardwood fl oors and a pellet 
stove insert in the fi replace. Eat-in 
kitchen with granite countertops 
and a sunny dining area. Large 
bonus room in basement offers 
an additional fi replace--make it 
a family room, rec room, exercise 
or hobby area. Attached heated 
garage, two sheds, fenced-in dog 
run (with an insulated dog house!) 
and a lovely screened porch round 
out this oasis, just minutes from 
downtown Middlebury.

LEICESTER  NEW LISTING!
45 BEECH LANE
MLS #4916952 | $299,900
3 BD | 1 BA | 1100 SF | 0.21 ACRES

The opportunity you have been 
waiting for! Adorable cottage on 
the banks of Lake Dunmore with 
your own little slice of lake frontage. 
This is a great place to dock your 
boat, slip out for an early morning 
paddle board as the sun rises, or 
grab a kayak to visit friends and 
neighbors down shore. This cute-
as-a-button getaway has all the 
comforts of home with a kitchen, 
large living area overlooking the 
water and two small bedrooms with 
a sleeping loft for overfl ow guests. 
The deck looks to the southwest--a 
perfect spot to take in those warm 
sunny summer days!
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antiques dealer with deep 
knowledge of his own 
collected artifacts. On view 
through July 9.

JACKSON GALLERY
68 S Pleasant Street, 
Middlebury

Visit townhalltheater.org/jackson-gallery or call 802-382-9222 
for more info.

“It Runs With The Territory: A Prindle Wissler 
Retrospective” features work by the late local artist Prindle 
Wissler. The paintings and prints in this exhibit span from 
the 1940s to the early 2000s. On view May 12-June 30. 

LAKE CHAMPLAIN MARITIME MUSEUM
4472 Basin Harbor Rd, Vergennes
Visit lcmm.org or call 802-475-2022 for more info.

“Nebizun: Water is Life” will be featured during the 
Abenaki Heritage Weekend June 18-19 in the Schoolhouse 
Gallery. Work by Abenaki artists together with photographs 
and commentaries illustrate the dynamic relationship 
between the People and water in the Abenaki homeland, 
past and present. Water is essential for life and Nebizun 
(or Nebizon) is the Abenaki word for medicine. Meet the 
curator, Vera Longtoe Sheehan, for a gallery talk and 
conversation. This exhibit will be on view through mid-
October.

MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE MUSEUM OF ART
72 Porter Field Road, Middlebury.
Visit museum.middlebury.edu/exhibitions or call 802-443-
5007 to make your free reservations.

“Contemporary to Classical: Highlights from the New 
Collection Handbook,” featuring more than 40 works from 
the museum’s new permanent collection handbook. On 
view Jan. 28-Aug. 7.

“Into the Screen: Digital Art from teamLab.” This exhibition 
highlights a singular immersive digital experience by 
teamLab and the traditional 17th- to 20th-century screens 
and prints that inspired it. On view Jan. 28-Aug. 7.

NORTHERN DAUGHTERS FINE ART GALLERY
221 Main Street, Vergennes.
Visit northerndaughters.com or call 802-877-2173 for more info.

“In Relation” a solo exhibit of new work from Rose Umerlik. 
Five large pieces make up this body of work, including two 
72-inch diptychs, whose compositions seem to embody the 
experience of working towards connection across space. 
An opening reception will be held at the gallery on June 26, 
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., with a special interview with the artist at 
11:30 a.m. On view through July 31.

SPARROW ART SUPPLY
52 Main Street, Middlebury. 
Visit sparrowartsupply.com for more info. 

“Sense of Relief,” a new group exhibit celebrates the art of 
relief printing. In this show you’ll find 2D prints, book arts, 
mixed media, and more. With work by over 20 artists, this 
show spans all subject matters unified by this incredible 
printing process. The exhibit will run from May 13-July 10.

EXHIBITS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5



Addison Independent | ARTS+LEISURE | Thursday, June 30, 2022 — PAGE 15

802-877-2134  •  www.ReVT4u.com
Your Forever Realtors, Building Relationships One Home at a Time!

We are a designated agency brokerage.

Have a Safe and Happy Independence Day

COMMUNITY
CORNER

ADDISON, VT
Tucked between the NY Adirondacks, VT Green 
Mountains, and Lake Champlain. This property includes 
a 2BR, 2BA home with attached garage and a 1,976 
square foot commercial building for your business. It is 
currently set up and running as a successful restaurant.
MLS#4897142 $575,000

Lake Views

Lake Views

Lake Views

Be Your

Be Your

Be Your

Own  Boss

Own  Boss

Own  Boss

BRIDPORT, VT
This parcel is sited high enough to provide long range 
views of the New York bridge.The land opens up to a 
flat meadow perfect for animals or gardens, and there 
are woods for hunting or exploring. The soil is being 
tested so it will be ready for building this summer.
MLS#4829763 $99,900

Stunning Views

Stunning Views

Stunning Views

Stunning Views

Stunning Views

Stunning Views

Stunning Views

Stunning Views

Stunning Views

Stunning Views

Stunning Views

Stunning Views

Stunning Views

Stunning Views

Stunning Views

Stunning Views

Stunning Views

Stunning Views

Stunning Views

Stunning Views

Stunning Views

Stunning Views

Stunning Views

Stunning Views

VERGENNES, VT
This sign, decal, & banner business offers interior/
exterior signage for commercial and personal use. It 
can be set up in your basement, a converted garage, 
or a separate shop or store front, giving the business 
visibility to expand your customer base and offerings.
MLS#4915652 $54,900

Vergennes Fireworks
Sunday, July 3rd 8-10pm
Sponsored by the Eagles and 

the American Legion Post #14, 
together they are pleased to 

light up the skies in celebration 
of Independence Day. The 
fireworks are set up in the 

ballfields of VUHS and can be 
viewed from most anywhere 

around! Rain Date:
Tuesday, July 5th.

BRIDPORT, VT
Own your own slice of pastoral paradise with this 
beautiful 16-acre property. Enjoy majestic panoramic 
views of the Adirondack Mountains on this mostly open 
lot. Build your dream home here with close proximity 
to Route 22A, and a short drive to Middlebury College.
MLS#4915223 $225,000

Adirondack 

Views

Susan Burdick
802-989-9058

Lynn Jackson Donnelly
802-349-5382

Sean Dye
802-338-0136

Nancy Larrow
802-989-9653

Local agents who know
the Addison county market.

We are happy to assist you with all your real estate questions!

802-989-7522  |  ChamplainValleyProperty.net  |  70 Court Street, Middlebury, VT

We are happy to assist you with all your real estate questions!

Heather Foster-Provencher
 802-989-2770

cvprophfp@gmail.com

Nancy Foster
802-989-2772

cvpropnf@comcast.net

January Stearns
802-236-4424

cvpropjs@gmail.com

Diana Berthiaume 
802-236-2725

diana411@comcast.net

John Snyder-White
802-989-1066

cvpropjsw@gmail.com
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SUNDAY JULY 10TH

MONDAY JULY 11TH

The 43rd Annual Middlebury 
Festival on the Green kicks 
off the week with Kaleta 
& Super Yamba 
Band presenting Afro-funk 
dance music from Benin 
Nigeria and NYC led by 
Kaleta, a veteran performer 
with King Sunny Ade and 
Fela Kuti.  Double set starts 
at 7pm

The evening begins with a 
community sing near the gazebo 
at 6:00 with Moira Smiley 
and Sadie Danforth
followed by master fiddler 
Bruce Molsky at 7:00pm 
Rani Arbo & daisy 
mayhem caps off the 
evening at 8:30 with New 

TUESDAY JULY 12TH
Beginning at 7:00 The 
Vermont Folklife 
Center Traditional 
Arts Showcase
music from Vermont, 
Nepal and Tibet. That 
will be followed at 8:30 
by É.T.É., With lovely 
vocal harmonies, deep 

groove, and rich instrumentation, É.T.É are an explosive trio on stage, 
transforming the nostalgia of a kitchen party into an unforgettable show 
experience that celebrates the joie de vivre of Québecois culture.

WEDNESDAY JULY 13TH
The Chicago collective of 
musicians, Radio Free 
Honduras returns to the 
festival stage at 7:00 for 2 sets, 
performing traditional Honduran 
music with Rhumbas, Los 
Lobos inspired rock, and south 
of the border soul.

THURSDAY JULY 14TH
Reggie Harris at 7:00 A world-renowned musician, 
storyteller and educator Steeped in the tradition of African 
American spirituals, folk, gospel, rock and the music of 
civil and human rights, his recordings have amassed an 
amazing repertoire of African American music, blending 
spirituals and freedom songs.  Followed by Damn 
Tall Buildings at 8:30 Bluegrass, swing, ragtime and 
jazz with a whole lot of soul.  “The Carter Family for the 
millennial generation” – The Boston Globe

FRIDAY JULY 15TH
Oshima Brothers magnetic sibling 
sound and contagious joy result from a 
lifetime of making music together.The 
brothers have honed a harmony-rich blend of 
contemporary folk and acoustic pop creating 
a full sound with dynamic vocals, electric 
and acoustic guitars, octave bass, loops, and 
percussion. Begins at 7pm

Followed by C.F.I at 
8:30, an 8 piece  jazz, 
funk and blues band 
with a full horn section 
made up of some of 
the finest musicians in 
Vermont.

SATURDAY JULY 16TH - 7:00 Vermont Jazz Ensenble Street Dance - We shut down Main Street for you to boogie and jive!

Orleans grooves, old-time gospel harmonies and bluesy swing fiddle that 
shakes the rafters or hush the room.
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