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It’s a wrap
The spring high school season 
ended in a flurry of finals. Read 
what happened on Page 1B.

Health
Read about the benefits of yoga, 
active sitting and more in Health 
& Well-being inside Arts+Leisure.

Addison County food 
hub will open soon

Health care leaders worry 
about loss of key provider

Kick Start funds three 
new Middlebury firms

City police report to offer
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Planned Parenthood clinic closes up

Middlebury site to aid local growers

Lincoln school board 
candidates talk issues
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By MARIN HOWELL 
MIDDLEBURY — Addison 

County healthcare providers are 
worried about where the area’s 
most vulnerable residents will 
receive care now that Middlebury’s 
Planned Parenthood office has 
permanently closed. 

The health center provided a range 

of services including birth control 
and emergency contraceptives, 
testing and treatment for sexually 
transmitted diseases (STDs) and 
transgender hormone therapy. 
Many of these services are offered 
by other healthcare providers in the 
county, though these providers are 

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — The 

Addison County Relocalization 
Network (ACORN) has just hired 
a manager for a new “food hub” on 
Middlebury’s Exchange Street that 
next month will begin receiving 
a variety of wares from area food 
producers and help get them to 
markets both near and far.

It was in 2010 that ACORN 
first began flirting with the idea 
of a local hub that could assemble 

and distribute the vegetables, 
fruits, meats, cheeses, honey 
and other items offered up by 
Addison County farmers and food 
producers.

Such a clearinghouse fit with the 
organization’s founding mission of 
“revitalizing the health of our land, 
our local economy and our local 
communities so they can provide 
sustainable sources of food, water, 
energy, employment and capital 

The Charter House Coalition 
Emergency Homeless Shelter 
in Middlebury has a variety of 
needs. With the summer weather, 
many homeless individuals are 
able to shelter themselves by 

By MARIN HOWELL 
LINCOLN — Lincoln residents 

will head to the polls Tuesday, June 
21, to vote in the town’s first school 
board election since separating 
from the Mount Abraham Unified 
School District (MAUSD). The 
candidates running unopposed to 
fill the board’s three open positions 
all have strong ties to the town and 
different areas of expertise they’re 
hoping to bring to their work on the 
panel. 
THE CANDIDATES 

The ballot features the names 
of three locals, the first being 
longtime selectboard member Paul 
Forlenza, who is running for a 
one-year term. Forlenza has been 
a part of Lincoln’s withdrawal 
process since its early rumblings 
during selectboard discussions 
back in 2020. He also served as 
Lincoln Save Community Schools’ 
liaison to the selectboard. Along 
with his experience in navigating 
the withdrawal process, Forlenza 
brings to the school board more 

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — After a 

six-month study of the force, 
the International Association of 
Chiefs of Police (IACP) praise the 
professionalism and training of 
the Vergennes Police Department, 
City Manager Ron Redmond told 
the city council on Tuesday. But 
the organization also recommends 

changes in its operation for city 
officials to consider. 

Those changes include possibly 
shifting to single-officer shifts and 
reducing coverage hours, sharing 
an administrative assistant with 
city hall and not replacing an 
officer who left the department in 
September 2020. 

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Downtown 

Middlebury will soon boast three 
new businesses offering products 
ranging from women’s clothing 
to wine, thanks to a new round of 
startup grants offered through the 
Kick Start program.

The Better Middlebury 
Partnership (BMP) recently 

confirmed $20,000 Kick Start grant 
awards to both Schmetterling Wine 
Shop, slated to open next month 
in the former Wild Mountain 
Thyme spot at 48 Main St.; and 
“Middleton,” a store at 66 Main St. 
(formerly Mendy’s) that promises 
“classic and unique clothing 
options” for Middlebury locals, 

Primetime
This past weekend saw more than 300 local young adults achieve a milestone in their lives — graduation from high school. Above, 

Middlebury Union High School seniors Ivy Doran (left) and Genevieve Dora applaud the granting of an award to a classmate. Below 
left, Mount Abe Class President Carter Monks urges fellow graduates to “walk in beauty”; and, right, Alaisdair Chauvin delivers the 
class challenge at Vergennes Union High School. Bottom, new Otter Valley graduate Anthony Rivera celebrates with his sister Jasmine 
Rivera, father Johnny Rivera and mother Nicole Faulkner. 

See stories from each of the local graduations: Mount Abe on Page 10A, Middlebury on Page 11A, Vergennes on Page 12A and OV on 
Page 17A.

Photos by Buzz Kuhns, Mat Clouser, Steve James and John S. McCright
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Addison Independent
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By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
BRISTOL — When the six-week 

Writers for Recovery program at 
Lawrence Memorial Library met 
for the first time this past April, 
workshop leader Gary Miller 
didn’t ask anyone what they were 
recovering from.

“We never ask, and they don’t 
have to say, though many do,” said 
Miller.

Many of the participants are 
recovering from substance use 
disorder, he acknowledged, but that 
is not the focus of the workshops.

“Some are in recovery from bad 
or abusive relationships, eating 
disorders, anxiety or trauma,” 
Miller said.

These days, it’s possible and 
sometimes necessary to be in 
recovery from life, he added, not 
entirely facetiously.

Often, one of the first tasks of 
recovery is to find a new set of 
friends, Miller explained. Writers 
for Recovery 
workshops can 
certainly help 
with that, offering 
opportunities not 
only for expression, 
but also community.

But no previous 
writing experience 
is necessary. 
Participants have 
ranged from 
writing and other 
professionals, to 
folks who struggle to 
put pen to paper.

“Some people will just talk, 
and we’ll write it down for them,” 
Miller said.

The bottom line: “There is no 
way to do this wrong.”
HUNGRY HEART

Miller, a Montpelier-based writer 
who has been in recovery for 26 
years, co-founded Writers for 
Recovery with Vermont filmmaker 
Bess O’Brien in 2014.

The year before, O’Brien’s 
documentary film “The Hungry 
Heart,” about prescription opiate 
addiction in Vermont, had launched 
countless conversations statewide 
about reframing the ways we talk 
about substance use disorder.

As a follow-up to the film, Miller 
and O’Brien organized a six-
week arts program in Burlington, 
offering workshops in writing, 
black-and-white photography, radio 
production and theater.

Miller thought the program 
would be a one-off, he recalled, but 
then requests for more workshops 
started arriving, along with some 
offers of funding.

Since then, under the auspices of 
O’Brien’s nonprofit film company, 
Kingdom County Productions — 
and with a wide range of support 
from organizations like the Vermont 
Community Foundation, the Rona 
Jaffe Foundation and the Vermont 

Department of Corrections — 
Writers for Recovery has offered 
writing workshops, public readings, 
trainings and presentations at 
recovery centers and correctional 
facilities across the state

Miller travels all over Vermont 
to present these workshops and 
has offered a number of them 
at the Turning Point Center in 
Middlebury.
PROMPTS

The Writers for Recovery 
workshop that wraps up tonight in 
Bristol was the first one Miller has 
led in-person since the pandemic 
began.

Each Thursday, after the library 
has closed, a tight-knit group of five 
or so people have gathered near the 
circulation desk to write, read and 
discuss.

“The structure is simple,” Miller 
said. “It’s based on short writing 
prompts like ‘This is something 
I wanted to say’ or ‘I had a really 

terrible day.’”
People write 

for seven minutes. 
Afterward, if they 
choose, they can 
share what they’ve 
written with the 
group.

“It’s not a 
traditional writers’ 
workshop or 
‘crit,’” Miller said. 
“Positive comments 
only. We talk about 
what we liked and 
why, and whether or 

not we can relate to it.”
Often they talk about how a piece 

of writing has affected them.
“People are sharing stories of 

shame, trauma, substance use,” 
Miller said. “It can be quite 
dramatic and emotional.”

People often cry.
“They might cry when they write 

or when they’re reading, or they’ll 
ask someone else to read their 
writing because they know they 
will cry.”

The process of venting what 
they need to vent can be incredibly 
healing, but it requires a lot of trust, 
Miller said.

“We’re honored with the amount 
of trust we’re given.”
CAMARADERIE

Lincoln resident Jackie 
Weyrauch has been attending 
Writers for Recovery workshops 
since the program came to Addison 
County a few years ago, she told the 
Independent in an email.

Weyrauch, who is in long-term 
recovery from alcohol abuse, found 
out about the program through the 
Turning Point Center of Addison 
County.

“The in-person meetings provide 
a wonderful sense of camaraderie,” 
she said, and “listening to others is a 
fascinating and moving adventure.”

Group employs writing
as a vehicle to recovery

By WILLIAM REED
SALISBURY — Green 

Mountain Power (GMP) this 
week bestowed on nature 
photographer Mike Korkuc one 
of the state’s most prominent 
environmental awards — the 
GMP-Zetterstrom Award. 
Korkuc, a Leicester resident, 
has devoted years of his life to 
loon conservation. The award 
honors Korkuc’s exceptional and 
passionate commitment to loons 
through 15 years of photography 
and conservation in and around 
Lake Dunmore. 

The award was presented in a 
ceremony at Branbury State Park 
in Salisbury on Tuesday, June 14.

The award seeks to honor a 
leading Vermont environmentalist 
who embodies the legacy of past 
wildlife advocates. Korkuc, the 
13th annual GMP-Zetterstrom 
Environmental Award recipient, 
has made a significant 
contribution to Vermont’s 
environment and will receive 
a $2,500 donation to his Loon 
conservation cause. The award 
is given to one person, business, 
group, or nonprofit that has 
devoted valuable time and effort 
to Vermont’s environment.

Named for notable osprey 
advocate and conservationist 
Meeri Zetterstrom, the award 
will help Korkuc’s efforts to 
continue Loon conservation. 

Alongside the Vermont Center for 
Ecostudies, Korkuc has saved and 
conserved many loons at Lake 
Dunmore, Silver Lake, and the 
Sugar Hill Reservoir. 

Through a blog that reaches 
nearly 500 that he adorns with his 
many photos of loons, Korkuc has 
educated hundreds of people about 
loons and how to protect them, 
thus creating public interest in the 
loons and their protection.

Korkuc said he is grateful for the 
award because it will help him and 

others continue the effort.
“I’m not an award person. But I 

do appreciate it, and I can accept 
it on behalf of the folks who work 
with me doing this volunteer 
work,” Korkuc said. “What started 
with two people turned into 492 
people that I send the blog to. And 
then people tell me that they send it 
to friends and families.” 

GMP Vice President Steve 
Costello worked on osprey 
protection for years with Meeri 
Zetterstrom, for whom the award 

LOCAL RESIDENT MIKE Korkuc takes photos of loons on Lake 
Dunmore aboard the Loonatic on Tuesday after collecting Green 
Mountain Power’s Zetterstrom Award for his work on conservation.

Photo courtesy of Jack Thurston, NECN

A LOON SPREADS its wings in this photo taken by Mike Korkuc on his boat named the Loonatic. Korkuc was honored this week 
for his work as an environmentalist.

Photo by Mike Korkuc

GMP honors Mike Korkuc, the ‘Loonatic’ 

(See Korkuc, Page 5A)

By JOHN FLOWERS
ADDISON COUNTY — The 

education industry certainly 
hasn’t been immune to worker 
shortages, and many educators 
who did yeoman’s work during 
the COVID-19 pandemic have 
good reason to feel burned out. 
This has given rise to concerns 
about potential high turnover with 
local school districts.

So how many local educators 
and school support staff have 
decided to move on following the 
2021-2022 academic year? 

The bottom line, according 
to officials, is that while most 

Vermont school districts have 
seen higher-than usual turnover, 
the Addison Central, Addison 
Northwest and Mount Abraham 
Unified school districts are all 
seeing approximately the same 
level of turnover they see each 
year.

The Independent reached out to 
administrators in all three districts 
asking how many employees have 
elected to move on, and here’s 
how they replied:

MAUSD Superintendent 
Patrick Reen: The district that 
delivers preK-12 public education 
to children in Bristol, Lincoln, 

Monkton, New Haven and 
Starksboro is bidding farewell to 
29 of its 174 professions, four out 
of its 18 administrators and eight 
out of its 115 support staff.

Shelia Soule, ANWSU 
superintendent: The district 
serving children in Addison, 
Ferrisburgh, Panton, Vergennes 
and Waltham has seen 31 
professional staff vacancies this 
year, including six administrative 
posts, 24 professional staff, and 
one support position.

Seven of the departures come 
through retirements, nine were 
resignations, four represent newly 

created posts, two are jobs that 
remain unfilled from the previous 
year, seven are associated with 
people changing jobs within 
the ANWSD, and two fit in the 
category of “other.”

“The concentration of the open 
positions within the category of 
professional staff is a bit more 
than usual but otherwise it is 
similar to years past,” Soule said 
in an email. “We may struggle 
to fill a few positions in the 
specialty areas, (such as) driver’s 
education.”

Emily Blistein, director 

Local school districts deal with turnover

(See Turnover, Page 5A)

is named. He said that she 
wanted people to learn about 
the environment and how they 
can have a positive impact. 

“This award has two 
purposes,” Costello said before 
giving the award to Korkuc. 
“One, to honor Meeri’s legacy 
and remind people of what 
Meeri did and how they, too, 
can have an impact, in their 
own way, to support Vermont’s 
environment. The second reason 
is to honor people, like Mike 
today, to let people know about 
the good work that’s going on in 
the state.” 

Costello said he didn’t 
know of Korkuc’s work until 
nominator Joan Gamble 
informed him about it. 

“When Steve let me know it 
was time to nominate people 
for the Zetterstrom award, 
the first thing that came into 
my mind was Mike,” Gamble 
said. “It’s just amazing to see 
how many parallels there are 
between Mike and Meeri. 
That total determination, that 
total perseverance, but also 
giving your all. He is always 
out in the Loonatic watching 
after our loons on the lake. He 
keeps us all informed, all of our 
neighbors on the lake get a blog. 
He helps us to appreciate nature 
and the birds.”

“It’s not a 
traditional writers’ 
workshop or ‘crit.’ 
Positive comments 
only. We talk 
about what we 
liked and why, 
and whether or 
not we can relate 
to it.”

— Gary Miller

Fresh, Local, Micro-Roasted Coffee

Bud’sBeans

Whole Beans and/or Brewed Cups Available at: 
Middlebury Natural Foods Co-op, Shafer’s, VT Food Collaborative, 

Middlebury Bagel & Deli, Otter Creek Bakery, VT Marketplace

63 Maple St | Middlebury, VT 05753
Thank you for supporting local businesses!

budsbeanscoffee@gmail.com
BudsBeansCoffee.com

NEW number    802-771-4289 ��

(See Writers, Page 3A)
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She had had some professional 
experience with writing from her 
days as a video game creator in 
Los Angeles and Montreal, but “it 
was nothing like this,” she said. In 
Writers for Recovery workshops, 
she gets to “unleash all of the things 
we’re taught not to talk about on 
the page and it frees me from 
the baggage of hanging on to 
nonsense.”

Weyrauch emphasized that 
“there are alternative support 
programs for individuals struggling 
with substance abuse,” and she 
encouraged people to consider 
participating in Writers for 
Recovery, which offers a safe and 
supportive environment.

“If you want to know yourself 
more deeply, I would say this 
workshop can help you uncover 

hidden truths. Putting pen to paper 
is magical.”
REACHING OUT

Using Zoom during the pandemic 
has helped Writers for Recovery 
expand its virtual reach into other 
states and even other countries, but 
Miller would love to see it grow on 
the ground, he said.

For instance, the program 
recently offered Zoom-based 
workshops inside a New Hampshire 
correctional center.

“So a logical next move would 
be to expand the program into New 
Hampshire,” Miller said. “But the 
funding isn’t there.”

In the meantime, Writers for 
Recovery continues to celebrate 
its writers — and get the word out 
about its programs — by publishing 
work on its blog and in annual book 
anthologies, and by organizing 

public readings.
Participants of the Bristol 

workshop will present their own 
work in a public event at Lawrence 
Memorial Library on Friday, June 
24, and 6:30 p.m.

“Their courage to read deserves 
rewarding, and their stories deserve 
to be heard by an audience,” Miller 
said.

For more information about 
Writers for Recovery, including 
links to a six-part VPR podcast 
about the program, visit 
writersforrecovery.org.

Anyone interested in participating 
locally should keep an eye out 
for future workshops in Addison 
County, Miller said. He most 
certainly wants to come back and 
offer more.

“Come hang out with us,” he 
said. “Come write with us.”

Writers
(Continued from Page 2A)

CORRECTION: In our 
Summer Guide last week a story on 
creemees included some erroneous 
information. First, since Laura 
Hardie wrote the story for the 

organization called New England 
Dairy, the St. Albans Cooperative 
Creamery has merged with Dairy 
Farmers of America and no longer 
makes the creemee mix mentioned 

in the piece. Second, Hardie no 
longer works for New England 
Dairy and is a Waterbury-based 
freelance writer. We regret the 
errors.

By KATIE FUTTERMAN
VERGENNES — After two 

summers with limited group 
activities due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, two summer programs 
for kids in the Vergennes area 
quickly fi lled to capacity this year.

The Addison Northwest School 
District’s Thunder Care and 
Summer Fusion programs, which 
will both run out of Vergennes 
Union Elementary School shortly 
after school closes next week, 
have signed up a record-breaking 
220 children.

The additional school year 
stress imposed by the pandemic 
has also led ANWSD to add an 
emotional learning program.

“We recognize that the last 
year and a half has been hard on 
students and families,” summer 
program offi cials wrote on the 
application. “It is our hope that 
we can have a fun, engaging 
summer that allows students to 
grow emotionally, physically and 
intellectually.” 

ANWSD runs childcare 
programs Thunder Care at 
Vergennes Union Elementary 
School and Cougar Care at 
Ferrisburgh Central School 
during the school year. During the 
summer, it consolidates into only 
Thunder Care running at VUES. It 
serves pre-K through sixth grade 
and a few rising seventh-graders 
from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., June 
27 to Aug. 12. It includes breakfast 
and lunch and costs $37 per week 
but offers fi nancial assistance 
and will not turn away those who 
are unable to pay, according to 
offi cials. 

Fusion, which also runs during 
the school year, is funded through 
the 21st Century Community 
Learning Centers grant, a federal 
award administered through the 

Vermont Agency of Education. 
It will run Monday through 
Thursday, July 6 to 29, from 8 a.m. 
to 1 p.m., and goes up to grade 12. 
Students participate in one literacy 
activity, one numeracy activity and 
two enrichment activities per day, 
which range from arts programs 
such as book making and jewelry 
making to sports and outdoor 
activities from canoeing and hiking 
to cheerleading. It is free for anyone 
who has been referred for services 
and includes a free breakfast, lunch 
and transportation if needed. There 
is a requested, though not required, 
donation of $40 per week to help 
purchase needed supplies. 

Although separate programs, 
Thunder Care and Fusion are 
designed to complement one 
another, said Director of After 
School and Summer Programs Tara 
Brooks. Any student signed up for 
Thunder Care will automatically 
be enrolled in Fusion for July.

Fusion also implemented a 
social and emotional learning 
component last year, for which a 
plurality of students — almost 50 
this year — have been referred. It 
primarily serves elementary school 
students, with some interested 
middle schoolers as well. 

The 2020-2021 school year, with 
less social interaction for students, 
saw an uptick in behavioral issues 
and children who, according to 
Brooks, really didn’t know how to 
interact with their peers. 

“That’s the piece we’ve seen 
kids struggle with,” said Brooks, 
“how to regulate big emotions and 
how to interact with peers. Those 
are things we are working on.”

The program focuses on positive 
peer interactions and confl ict 
resolution. It uses the zones of 
regulation, which has a green, 
yellow and red system designed 
to facilitate children in developing 
language to express their feelings. 

In addition to the licensed 
teaching staff and recent high school 

graduates and college students who 
work at the program, the school 
contracts school-based clinicians 
through the Counseling Service of 
Addison County and uses its in-
house school psychologist for the 
emotional support learning. 

Staffi ng issues, which were a 
struggle last year, have improved 
this year. Whereas Brooks was 
searching for fi ve or six staff 
members this time last year, she 
has just two openings now. 

“Staffi ng is always our biggest 
challenge,” she said. “Last year 
we saw really signifi cant staff 
burnout over the summer. It was a 
rough school year going in hybrid. 
This year, so far, we haven’t seen 
so much of that. I’ve had more 
licensed teaching staff interested in 
coming back for this summer.”

Staffi ng issues were compounded 
with a drastic increase in students 
needing childcare over the summer, 
which rose to 100 last summer and 
are at 280 this summer. 

Vergennes Union High School 
students can also take courses 
to earn credit through a program 
coordinated with Director of 
Learning Gabe Hamilton. Due to 
a low number of qualifi ed high 
school teachers willing to teach 
such credit recovery pieces, the 
district is partnering with the 
Mount Abraham Unifi ed School 
District in order to offer a more 
diverse array of opportunities. 

Although some aspects of the 
summer are designed to assist 
students academically, Brooks 
emphasized the importance of 
having fun in the summer. 

“Summer is my favorite time 
of year,” she said. “Summer is 
supposed to be re-energizing and a 
time to have fun, and we want kids 
to experience that. We don’t want 
it to just feel like extra school. We 
really want it to be engaging, and 
fun and feel different for them. And 
we really work hard to design our 
programs to be able to do that.”

ANWSD summer programs full
Vergennes-area 
kids have full slate

COUNSELOR ADDIE BROOKS receives laughter-fi lled hugs from children during 2021 summer 
programming.

Photo courtesy of Tara Brooks
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The AR-15 is a 
killing machine

Screenwriter tries out fi lm critique 

Summer reading list takes shape

(See Reid-St. John letter, Page 5A)(See Ways of Seeing, Page 5A)

Clippings
By Owen
Williams

Throughout my childhood, I’ve displayed a 
considerable knack for storytelling, especially 
through writing. Roughly around 11th grade, 
however, I realized that my approach was less 
literary than cinematic. Also, I fi gured out that if 
I wrote a novel that was subsequently adapted into 
a fi lm, many details would have to be omitted to 
reduce the story to feature length, 
which usually ranges from an 
hour and a quarter to three hours. 
Thus, I decided I’d rather be a 
screenwriter than a novelist. Of 
course, the fi lm doesn’t follow 
the screenplay precisely, but 
since the screenplay is already 
feature length, fewer details are 
lost in adaptation.

Of all the internship positions offered through 
Mansfi eld Hall this summer, the opportunity to write 
some fi lm reviews for the Addison Independent felt 
the most relevant to me and my interests in writing 
screenplays. Mansfi eld Hall is a transition program 
where I’ve been learning the ropes of independent 
living during my freshman and sophomore years at 
the University of Vermont.

The internship is an exercise in time management, 
stress regulation, interactions with coworkers, and 

professional dress and mannerisms. But that’s not 
all I’ve been learning here. I’ve written synopses of 
fi lms without giving away the endings and drawn 
attention to certain aspects of the production. The 
kinds of people in a fi lm’s audience heavily depend 
on the review, so knowing which details critics 
say the most about is helpful when it comes to 

maximizing your production’s 
appeal.

The fi lms I’ve been 
reviewing (check them out on 
addisonindependent.com) aren’t 
necessarily the kind of stories 
I’d write myself, but reviewing 
them has given me a better sense 
of which elements of a fi lm are 
its selling points, regardless of 

genre. James Agee, (“African Queen” and “Night 
of the Hunter”) Francois Truffaut, (“Psycho”) Peter 
Bogdanovich (“Nightwalkers”) and Paul Shrader 
(“Taxi Driver”) are just a few screenwriters that 
started out as fi lm critics. I wouldn’t be surprised 
if they too used lessons they learned as fi lm critics.

Owen Williams is an Addison Independent intern, 
Mansfi eld Hall and University of Vermont student, 
and aspiring screenwriter. Look for his reviews 
through June.

By Rebecca 
Kneale Gould

Ways of
Seeing

As the leader of a Middlebury 
manufacturing company with 
50 employees in Vermont, the 
husband of a small business 
owner, the father of four kids, 
and the son of a 91-year-old 
Vermonter, I’m supporting Becca 
Balint for U.S. Congress. I’ve 
served on state government 
commissions and councils 
working on healthcare, the tax 
system and climate change; 
Becca understands these issues. 
Becca knows what matters to me 
as a son, husband and father of 
Vermonters. Becca knows what 
matters to me as a small business 
leader. Becca knows what matters 
to our communities.

Our state, our country, and 
our planet need Becca Balint 
in Congress. Her candidacy is 
part of a movement to refocus 
Congress on working together to 
tackle the big issues. As she has 
throughout her career, Becca will 
work for an economy that benefi ts 
everyone, for racial justice and 
gender equity, for a stable climate, 
and for peace. Becca knows 
fi rsthand as a working Vermonter 
and as a former schoolteacher 
how important it is that all 
Americans have access to good 
health care, good daycare, and a 
good education. I’m delighted to 
support and endorse a candidate 
who will make all Vermonters 
proud.

I urge all Vermonters to do 
several things: fi rst, vote! Voting 
is the best way to preserve our 
democracy from attacks both from 
within and from without. Second: 
vote for Becca in the Democratic 
primary on August 9th. Becca 
will fi ght for our democracy in 
Congress. Third, regardless of 
your party, vote for Becca in the 
general election this November. 
Becca has always worked for all 
Vermonters, and in Congress, 
she’ll work for all Vermonters 
and for all Americans. Any vote is 
good; a vote for Becca is best.

Bram Kleppner
Burlington

Editor’s note: Bram Kleppner 
is CEO of Danforth Pewter in 
Middlebury.

The AR-15 is a killing, 
pulverizing machine. It must be 
banned.

David Lewis
New Haven

Balint earns 
vote of support

ART’s fate takes 
center stage

Since last week’s article 
regarding the threatened closure 
by the state’s Agency of Education 
(AoE) of the Addison Repertory 
Theatre (ART), I have heard from 
a number of alumni, parents, and 
community members who value 
the program and recognize the 
power it has to change students’ 
lives. My heartfelt thanks goes out 
to them and to all the parents and 
community members who continue 
to speak out in defense of ART.

I would like to express my 
appreciation to Mr. Flowers for 
bringing this issue to the public’s 
attention. I also wish to thank 
Senator Ruth Hardy, who brokered 
a meeting between Hannaford 
Career Center administration 
and AoE staff that resulted in the 
delineation of a path that ART and 
other threatened programs can 
follow to increase the possibility 
that they will be allowed to 
continue to serve the students 
of career and technical centers 
around the state. Thanks, too, to 
our administrators, Dana Peterson 
and Jay Stetzel, for their ongoing 
support of the program.

As Mr. Flowers mentioned 
in the article, the state has 
suggested that, if ART meets the 
standards set forth by the new 
federal requirements in Perkins 
V legislation, it will be allowed 
to continue. I hope that this is 
the case. I teach alongside a 
remarkable group of dedicated, 
gifted teachers who have put in 
heroic efforts — especially during 
the past two years of the pandemic 

One of the great ironies of my profession is the 
pervasive feeling that I never have time to read. Truly. 
Of course, I am always reading, but the reading often has 
a utilitarian tagline attached: reading-for-class, reading-
for-future-classes, reading-to-check-out-that-footnote, 
reading-to-stay-up-to-date-in-my-fi eld and then, of 
course, at the end of every semester, there is reading 
Student Writing. Each of these tasks — yes, even that 
last one — has its distinct pleasures and benefi ts. 

Only one of them (you can guess 
which) also occasionally causes 
paroxysms of pain, usually infl icted 
by such unfortunate expressions 
as “based off of” and “centered 
around.” Don’t get me wrong, having 
a profession that requires one to read 
is a delicious privilege and one that I 
never take for granted. Nevertheless, 
when June fi nally arrives, so does a 
new season, roughly eight weeks after the arrival of the 
spring peepers and the redwing blackbirds: The Season 
of Just Reading.

To be honest, it’s hard for me ever to fully let those 
utilitarian threads go. A friend pointed out once (and it 
wasn’t a compliment): “You don’t seem to read fi ction.” 
She was right. It’s not that I don’t want to read fi ction, 
but fi ction rarely rises to the top of my list. First of all, 
why read fi ction when the actual, real world is so utterly 
incomprehensible and endlessly fascinating? There is 
also the unavoidable internalization of academic culture. 
After a lifetime of marinating in the scholarly world, it 
can feel a bit like an occupational hazard to read things 
that “might not be useful.” But then there’s poetry. Not 
useful. And absolutely essential. In sum?

Yes, to non-fi ction, yes to poetry and yes please 

to fi ction if we could only have two Augusts and the 
perfect beach.

What is almost as good as summer reading is 
conversing with your friends about what to read. So, what 
am I reading right now? There’s some Rabbi Abraham 
Joshua Heschel on my bedside table, reminding me 
to stay attuned to “the Radical Amazement” that we 
can fi nd in everyday things, if only we open our eyes 
to the world around us (something Rachel Carson 

also advised). In the same stack 
of books is a monograph about 
feminism in the nineteenth century, 
with an emphasis on the legacy of 
the great, insuffi ciently heralded, 
Transcendentalist, Margaret Fuller. 
(Yes, potentially “useful,” but also 
just plain fun.) 

And then there’s a book by 
an author I hadn’t heard of until 

recently: “Who Do We Choose to Be?” by the educator 
and leadership consultant, Margaret J. Wheatley. From 
the outset, Wheatley makes clear that her assumed 
audience consists of people not unlike her former self: 
tireless activists who desperately want to “make the 
world a better place” — more peaceful, more socially 
just, more environmentally healthy and resilient. She 
applauds our work, pauses and then tells us to our faces: 
the global transformation that you’re working for is Just 
Not Going to Happen.

Relying simultaneously on scientifi c research into 
the workings of living natural systems and on gripping 
historical studies of civilization collapse, Wheatley 
acknowledges that we know what solutions could be 
implemented to address poverty, violence, racism, 

In culling through graduation speeches heard or read in the past few 
weeks, I’ve come to appreciate these rites as a community ritual of renewal 
and inspiration — something to pass on to each successive generation of 
graduates, but also something from which all of us can benefi t.

Most speeches encourage graduates to be grateful for the help they 
received, urge them to go out on their own and fi nd their way in the world, 
increasingly with an emphasis on practicing goodness rather than seeking 
greatness — a message heard at the MUHS graduation. 

**********
Perhaps more refl ective of the times, and with a nod to our Middlebury 

past and everpresent sense of community, let’s pick up on a postponed 
Baccalaureate Address to the University of the South Class of 2020 
delivered on May 14, 2022 in Sewanee, Tennessee by Middlebury 
College Professor Jay Parini. Parini had been invited to deliver the address 
by former Middlebury College President John McCardell, who left 
Middlebury to become president there in 2010. 

Mr. Parini, who was also awarded an honorary Doctor of Letters 
degree from the university, charmed his audience with opening remarks 
before getting to the heart of the matter — refl ecting on the past two years 
of a worldwide pandemic, war, infl ation, economic depression, and a crisis 
in mental health to boot… and yet, sage advice, which we pick up toward 
the end of his address, as he notes to the graduates: 

“And yet life goes on. Somehow, the world keeps spinning on its axis. 
Spring is fully in bloom in Tennessee, as we can see by the wildfl owers 
everywhere around us, and many in this chapel  have a lot to celebrate. 

“There’s a joyous line in a poem by D. H. Lawrence that I’ve always 
loved, and it seems appropriate here. ‘Look! We have come through!’ 

“So here we are on this glorious day in this beautiful and sacred space. 
And we’ve certainly come through…well, through SOMETHING. Once 
again, we gather in person with friends and family, even with strangers – 
but together. 

“Let me go back to the idea of community, thinking again about our 
common lives. We don’t live in a vacuum, alone, but with others. And 
there’s something wonderful about this fact: as noted in the lovely motto of 
this university: Ecce Quam Bonum. This is the Latin opening in Jerome’s 
4th century translation of the great Hebrew Psalm 133, which is a robust 
celebration of community: ‘Behold how good and pleasant it is when God’s 
people live together in harmony!’

“‘Behold how good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in 
harmony!’ 

“Sewanee has, of course, its roots in the Christian tradition, so I will 
look (as I often do) to Jesus for good advice. In the 12th chapter of Mark, a 
Jewish leader approaches him while he’s in full swing in front of a crowd 
of disciples, and this person – probably determined to cause some trouble 
for this upstart teacher who was making waves in Galilee — asks what 
must have seemed to Jesus like a leading question. Which of the many 
commandments in the Hebrew bible were the most important? 

“Remember that according to traditional Judaic teaching there were 
613 laws or mitzvot that you had to observe! That’s, shall we say, a lot of 
observation. 

“Like any great teacher, Jesus was a master of simplicity and 
compression, and he swept aside the massive Hebraic rulebook with a bold 
gesture, saying there were only two things to keep in mind. Just two. Not 
613. 

“You must love God, and you must love your neighbor as yourself. 
“Now that word – God – is a vast catch-all. It can mean the traditional 

Godhead, a commanding spiritual force, part of the Trinity. Or it can simply 
mean, as one theologian famously suggested, one’s ‘ultimate concern.’ 
In times of personal distress, or maybe when lying on the grass at night 
looking up at the stars, I think we know intuitively that we’re not alone in 
the universe. 

“But the journey to God, I would argue, passes necessarily through 
other people, through our neighbors. Which connects us directly to the 
second part of the great commandment: to love our neighbors as ourselves. 
I mentioned this to someone on the phone recently, and he said: Jay, my 
friend, you obviously haven’t met my neighbors! 

“I won’t pretend to know exactly what it means to love our neighbors 
in this deep way. And yet it’s a simple enough idea. We must try to LOVE 
our neighbors, to hold them in mind, treating them with the same respect 
we might wish for ourselves. We should be kind to everyone we meet, even 
when they don’t seem, well… as friendly as you might wish. 

“This is an active, not a passive, pursuit: kindness. It’s something you 
should consciously try to do, every day. 

“I’ve always liked what Mother Teresa said about this: “Spread kindness 
wherever you go. Let nobody ever come to you without leaving happier.” 

“When I think about this business of loving our neighbors, memory 
carries me back to the fi nest graduation speech I ever heard, bar none. The 
speaker that day in May of 2001 at Middlebury College was Mr. Rogers 
– Fred Rogers, the creator and host of “Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood,” a 
wonderful old TV program for children. Those in this chapel of a certain 
age will remember the show. Mr. Rogers came to Middlebury when John 
McCardell was our president, and Dr. McCardell put it well that day. 
‘Mr. Rogers has never wavered in showing love and compassion to our 
children,’ he said. 

“Mr. Rogers spoke in a gentle, modest, and familiar voice to the 
assembled graduates and their families, ending his talk by saying: ‘I think 
I may have said enough already. Why don’t we just hold hands and sing a 
song that I suspect most of you will know?’ 

“Of course, Fred Rogers and his show are long gone, and most of you 
under thirty probably don’t know the words or the tune. But the song ends 
like this – and forgive my attempt to sing: 

‘Let’s make the most of this beautiful day, 
Since we’re together, we might as well say: 
Would you be mine? Could you be mine? 
Won’t you be my neighbor?’
“Why not really try to do this? We can, if we choose, make the world 

our neighborhood, taking everyone – whatever their political orientation or 
racial or religious or sexual orientation – seriously, treating them with real 
compassion. I know this is how I’d like to be treated. And I’m sure you’re 
all the same.”

**********
This past weekend’s graduations had their own nuggets of wisdom, along 

with the sincerity of deeply felt emotions that rise to the fore when the 
comfortable past yields to the uncertain future. And just as graduation is a 
celebration of each student’s accomplishments, it’s also an annual ritual that 
speaks to a thirst for knowledge, exploration and understanding. To that 
end, it’s a time for all of us to listen, refl ect and be renewed. 

Angelo Lynn

Graduation’s nuggets of wisdom
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So done
AFTER THE DIPLOMAS were handed out to Middlebury Union High School graduates on 

Saturday and people cleared out of the Memorial Sports Center to enjoy the sunny day and the 
rest of their lives, a few forgotten mortarboards — the hats  you wear only for a few hours in your 
lifetime — lay forgotten on folding chairs and the concrete fl oor.

Independent photo/John S. McCright
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Ways of Seeing
(Continued from Page 4A)

— to keep hands-on instruction 
available and students engaged. 
Career centers offer pathways for 
students of all levels and abilities, 
and are truly treasures in our 
communities.

I firmly believe that 
communities, not the AoE, should 

have the ultimate say over what 
programs will best serve their 
students. If you’re not familiar 
with the Hannaford Career Center 
or our programs, I invite you to 
get to know us. Visit an open 
house. Attend a performance of 
one of ART’s shows. Stop by the 
greenhouse plant sale in the spring. 

Sit in on a board meeting. With 
your help and engagement, this 
center will continue to contribute 
to our community and provide a 
precious educational resource for 
our students.

Eric Reid-St John, Instructor
Addison Repertory Theatre

Hannaford Career Center

Reid-St John letter
(Continued from Page 4A)

dehumanization and climate change 
at a global level. The problem, she 
avers, lies not in our lack of solutions, 
but in the continual absence of 
“the conditions to implement 
them.” These conditions include: 
political courage, collaboration 
across national boundaries and 
compassion for others, the kind of 
compassion that can overcome the 
pervasive forces of self-interest and 
greed. These conditions, she writes, 
are simply “unavailable” at this 
time on the brink of collapse.

As I made my first foray into 
the enticing Season of Summer 
Reading, this was not the news I 
wanted to hear. My first response: 
“Could I at least bargain for 
national transformation instead?” 
“Nope” says Wheatley (a bit less 
succinctly, but no less bluntly). My 
second response: “I wonder what’s 
new in fiction for Summer 2022?” 
(Wheatley agrees that humor is 
essential.) My third response: “You 
may not like the news, honey, but 
open your mind and tackle that 
next chapter.” A few pages later, 
Wheatley seems to have been 
reading my mind: “I urge you to 
let go of the comfort of a quick 
response,” she advises, and invites 
me, like the good Buddhist that 
she is, to dwell with “the profound 
discomfort that arises from difficult 
information.”

So that’s what I’m doing. I’m 
taking the advice that I often give 
to my students: not to make up our 
minds too quickly about what we 
think the author is saying, nor to 
harden our hearts to arguments that 
we might not initially “like.” For 
the truth of the matter is that when 
I follow Wheatley’s arguments step 
by logical step, I can only conclude 
that she has a point, indeed, quite 
a few of them. Chapter by chapter, 
Wheatley offers a carefully reasoned 
assessment of the present state of 
affairs and our current position in 
the last stages of civilization decline, 
a recognizable stage experienced by 
multiple civilizations dating back to 

3000 BCE. 
Knowing how grim her message 

is, Wheatley carefully lays out 
her book with plenty of blank 
space, beautiful photographs and, 
yes, poetry, giving us intentional 
room to breathe, to pause and to 
ponder the reality that she names. 
Like the prophets of old, she tells 
it like it is, but transports us into 
other possibilities. Throughout her 
book, Wheatley warns against the 
“ambush of hope,” by which she 
means those moments when authors 
conclude their stark assessments of 
global failure with several pages 
of forced sunny optimism that 
“contradict their own arguments.” 

Nevertheless, Wheatley’s book is 
ultimately powerful and motivating, 
taking her readers to a place beyond 
both false hope and paralyzing fear. 
While it would take another column 
altogether to illuminate how 
Wheatley accomplishes this work, 
her central call is for each of us to 
take up the mantle of leadership 
and create “islands of sanity” in our 
own communities. We don’t have to 
be CEOs or board presidents to do 
this work; a leader is anyone willing 
to step up and be engaged. We can 
be leaders of families and small 
groups, creating islands of sanity in 
our classrooms, our sanctuaries, our 
living rooms and our neighborhood 
parks. 

Rather than try to “change the 
world,” Wheatley tells us, our task 
is to change ourselves. To be clear, 
Wheatley is not asking us to give up 
activism per se (if activism is our 
“thing”), but she is asking each of 
us to face the reality of what can 
and cannot be done, to discern our 
particular strengths and capacities 
and to use our hearts, minds and 
energy “to meaningfully serve as 
things fall apart.” Her faith in our 
ability to create islands of sanity is 
neither idealistic nor abstract, but is 
grounded in her decades of work in 
communities that have experienced 
exile and collapse: in India, Croatia 
and South Africa.

Am I arguing with Wheatley 

even as I read her? You bet. It’s June 
and I finally have the time to do it. 
And what’s next on my list? Diana 
Beresford-Kroeger’s “To Speak for 
the Trees.” Why? Dr. Beresford-
Kroeger weaves a tale of trees 
that is rooted in both biochemistry 
and the ancient Celtic wisdom of 
the ancestors who raised her. She 
argues for a “bioplan” of Global 
Forest Revival that is as simple as 
one person planting one native tree 
a year for six years to stave off the 
current effects of the climate crisis. 
Diana is an “island of sanity” unto 
herself and she calls us to join her.

That’s the start of my summer 
reading list. What’s on yours?

Rebecca Kneale Gould is a 
writer and Associate Professor 
of Environmental Studies at 
Middlebury College, focusing 
on comparative religion and the 
environmental humanities. She lives 
in Monkton where she tends — and 
is tended by — a small flock of 
adorable sheep.

Letters to the Editor

Proposed hut has no place at Silver Lake 
I just returned from the public 

informational meeting about the 
“hut” which is proposed to be built 
at Silver Lake, and I find myself 
both more opposed to the project 
than I was before I attended, and 
somewhat disillusioned.

First, the reasons that I initially 
opposed the project were all 
confirmed, in spades. The proposed 
structure isn’t really a “hut” — any 
reasonable person would categorize 
it more as a small two-story 
house; one with living areas and 
multiple bedrooms, propane heat, 
and a kitchen. It is clearly a form 
of creeping development, and 
seems markedly out of place in 
the beautiful, quiet and relatively 
pristine Silver Lake area. It will 
require road access for a propane 
truck, and I can think of few things 
more out of place and jarring on a 
peaceful hike to Silver Lake than a 
large diesel-powered propane truck 
laboring by on its way to deliver 
fuel.

To see all this in a broader 
perspective — it was quite in vogue 
50 years ago to “develop” parks 
and natural areas to draw in visitors, 
and national and state parks in 
those decades were built up with 
gas stations, hotels, amphitheaters, 
stores, and the like, and then with 
concomitant support infrastructure 
— small power plants, wastewater 
treatment plants, etc. Fortunately, 
we have realized the error of our 
ways, and this development in our 
parks has largely been halted, and 
in many cases is in the process of 
being actively reversed.

This proposal for Silver Lake, 
however, is going in the wrong 
direction; the proponents of the 
project are on the wrong side of 
history here. Our problems today 
aren’t that too few people use our 
parks and natural areas, but that 
there is too much development and 
habitat destruction outside of these 
places, and our natural areas are our 
last vestiges of wild and untouched 
land, places where one can actually 
find solitude and untrammeled 
nature. As someone said at the 
meeting, we won’t realize what we 
have until it’s gone.

All this being said, however, it 
was other aspects of the meeting 
that I found even more disturbing 
than the overall misguided nature of 
the proposal. For a start, the Forest 

Service, which was hosting the 
meeting for the ostensible purpose 
of gathering public comment, 
seemed to be far from a neutral 
arbiter. Their representative claimed 
to be undecided, but to this observer, 
and I daresay many in the crowd, 
he seemed to be a proponent of the 
project, perhaps even an avid one. I 
fervently hope that I can take him at 
his word, and that he will be able to 
evaluate this project dispassionately.

Then, the project is being 
proposed (and pushed) by the 
Vermont Huts Association and by 
the Moosalamoo Association. And 
the president of the Moosalamoo 
Association is none other than 
Angelo Lynn, whose opinion I 
normally respect but don’t in this 
case, and who is also the publisher/
editor of the Addison Independent. 
As such, I am curious as to whether 
the newspaper will publish this 
letter. If not — we have ANOTHER 
problem, where one of our main 
mediums of public discourse is 
being cut off or slanted toward a 
particular bias or point of view.

But assuming this is published, 
we then have a third problem, 
which was elucidated by one of 
the speakers who is an accountant. 
Groups like the Vermont Huts 
Association classify themselves 
as nonprofits, or 503(c)(3)s. They 
may meet the letter of the law on 
this matter, but they are clearly 
money-making businesses that 
pay their employees and seek 
to grow. If memory serves, this 
accountant had looked up the 
group’s public tax filings, as they 
reported something like $100,000 
in revenue last year, and one of 
their employees, who was present, 
stated that he earns $65,000 a year, 
which included a recent raise for 
“doing a good job,” which I assume 
to mean successfully expanding 
this organization’s presence. So, 
this is an association, and they 
said as much at the meeting, that is 
essentially trying to build more and 
more lodging facilities on public 
land.

Worse, as if all this wasn’t bad 
enough, another speaker spoke at 
length about how she was unable 
to gain access to or reserve huts 
operated by this group. It turns out 
(and this was confirmed by the 
representative there), that members 
of the Vermont Huts Association 

are given a week of advance time to 
book stays in these lodging facilities 
before times are available to the 
public. Anyone can join and become 
a member, but only by paying an 
annual $35 membership fee. The 
speaker spoke of trying many times, 
and ultimately being unable to 
successfully book a stay in one of 
these buildings, even after paying 
the membership fee.

So, slowly, over the course of 
the long meeting, the full and 
increasingly dismal picture of 
what is happening here began to 
emerge. What we have here is a 
money-making business that is the 
very definition of a special-interest 
group, that has made it their 
business to learn the ins and outs 
of applying for and gaining Forest 
Service approval for its projects, 
for the nearly exclusive benefit of 
members of their own organization. 
All of this, on sensitive public land, 
at our expense and detriment.

Thus, the disillusionment. 
Many in the crowd who opposed 

the project (which seemed to be the 
vast majority), seemed to think that 
moving the location of this building 
to the Moosalamoo Campground 
would be an acceptable fix. I 
disagree — this project should be 
rejected entirely, and I would urge 
the Moosalamoo Association to 
take a good hard look at the long 
arc of history, and see the value 
in protecting what we have in the 
Moosalamoo area, and to consider 
that the best way to protect it 
could well be by doing nothing. 
Or, as another speaker mentioned, 
maybe we Vermont voters need to 
become actively involved here, and 
take steps to reclassify this area as 
wilderness, a step that would surely 
give it more protections.

The meeting was recorded, and 
the video will supposedly be made 
available by PEG-TV in Rutland, on 
their website. For those of you who 
feel that I might be misrepresenting 
these matters, I urge you to watch 
it and decide for yourself. And if 
you see what I saw, I urge you to 
get involved and let your voice be 
heard. The Forest Service comment 
period is open until July 11th, emails 
can be sent to comments-eastern-
green-mt-finger-lakes-rochester@
usda.gov.

Taborri Bruhl
New Haven

Korkuc was unanimously 
selected by the GMP committee 
that reviewed nominees for this 
year’s award. 

Eric Hanson, a previous GMP-
Zetterstrom Award winner who 
coordinates loon recovery efforts 
across Vermont, was one of the 
people Korkuc reached out to 
originally to educate himself about 
loons. He has since saved dozens 
of loon chicks at Silver Lake and 
Lake Dunmore and in Goshen. 

Hanson said Korkuc sets the 
standard for the loon volunteers.   

“Mike is by far the most 
active of my 300 loon volunteers 
statewide,” said Hanson. “He 
always goes above and beyond. In 
his patient and dutiful way, he has 
made people care about the natural 
world.”

Past Zetterstrom Award 
recipients include Angela Gibbons, 
who founded EarthWalk Vermont 
and provided environmental 
mentorship to thousands of 
Vermont children and adults; Brian 
Lowe, who helped hundreds of 
American kestrels successfully 
hatch in Vermont; Steve Parren, 

a biologist for the Vermont 
Department of Fish & Wildlife; 
Sally Laughlin, who worked to 
restore three endangered Vermont 
bird species; Michael Smith, 
the founder of Rutland’s Pine 
Hill Park; Margaret Fowle, who 
headed Vermont’s peregrine 
falcon restoration program; the 
Lake Champlain Committee, 
which protects and restores Lake 
Champlain; Kelly Stettner, who 
established the Black River Action 
team in southern Vermont; and Roy 
Pilcher, the founder of the Rutland 
County Chapter of Audubon.

of communications and 
engagement for the ACSD: 
The district serving children in 
Bridport, Cornwall, 
Middlebury, Ripton, 
Salisbury, Shoreham 
and Weybridge 
is confirming 31 
employee departures. 
Nine are retirements; 
11 are going to other 
school districts; and 11 
are leaving education 
altogether or are 
undecided about their 
next step.

In terms of 
transitions at specific 
schools, Middlebury 
Union Middle School 
is losing 11 employees, 
Middlebury’s Mary 
Hogan Elementary 
is losing eight, 
Middlebury Union 
High School is losing 
four, Shoreham is 
losing three, and 
Bridport and Salisbury 
are losing one each. 
Three of the new 
vacancies are central 
office or cross-school 
positions.

MUMS Principal 
Mike Dudek confirmed 
his school’s turnover in 
a May 14 email to the community. 
He noted MUMS actually lost 
14 employees during this past 
academic year, two of whom left 
mid-year. The district had filled 

eight of the 14 vacancies as of 
mid-May. 

“Despite the staffing challenges 
for teachers in Vermont and 

nationwide, we have 
been encouraged by 
very strong candidate 
pools,” Dudek 
stated in his email. 
“However, we do still 
have open positions 
in math, Individuals 
and Societies (social 
studies), and our 
school nurse.

“It is always hard 
to lose staff and the 
relationships they 
have formed with 
students and families,” 
Dudek added. “This 
has been a particularly 
challenging year for 
educators everywhere, 
and with that in mind, 
we want to note how 
encouraged and 
excited we are by the 
new candidates that 
we have hired for the 
2022-23 school year.”

A C S D 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t 
Peter Burrows has 
a c k n o w l e d g e d 
personnel shortages 
that in some cases 
have forced teachers 

into double-duty. He told the 
ACSD board on May 23 there 
were 13 open paraprofessional 
positions that still needed to be 
filled.

Vermont Superintendents 
Association (VSA) Executive 
Director Jeff Francis gave 
the Independent a statewide 
perspective on turnover at public 
schools. He didn’t have stats 
on teacher turnover in other 
districts, but he confirmed a large 
number of school principal and 
superintendents will be moving on 
come July 1.

He said 18 of the state’s 54 
school district superintendents are 
either retiring or transitioning to 
new jobs this summer. It’s more 
common for there to be fewer 
than 10 superintendents leaving 
during a given years, according to 
Francis.

“Eighteen out of 54 is the 
highest (turnover) I’ve seen during 
my tenure,” said Francis, who had 
led the VSA since 1996.

Meanwhile, 105 of the state’s 
approximately 400 public school 
principals have decided to take 
flight this year, Francis noted.

The relatively high number 
of superintendent and principal 
transitions “correspond to what’s 
happening at the national level,” 
Francis said.

Schoolspring — a job board 
and educational recruiting website 
that employers can use to find and 
hire teachers, administrators, and 
school support staff — boasted 
113,705 education job openings 
on Tuesday.

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

Korkuc
(Continued from Page 2A)

Turnover
(Continued from Page 2A)

“It is always 
hard to lose 
staff and the 
relationships 
they have 
formed with 
students and 
families. This 
has been a 
particularly 
challenging 
year for 
educators 
everywhere.”
— MUMS Principal 

Michael Dudek
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Obituaries
ADDISON
COUNTY

Shirley Ann Gervais, 87, of New Haven
NEW HAVEN — Shirley Ann 

Gervais, 87, surrounded by love, 
died peacefully at home on June 7, 
2022, of Alzheimer’s.

The daughter of Dora (James) 
and Clorice LaRose, she was born 
in Bristol, Vt., on May 31, 1935.

Shirley married her great love, 
Edward Gervais, on July 25, 1953. 
Together they built a wonderful life. 
Whether running their dairy farm, 
travelling, or taking long rides, they 
were true partners. 

Known for her gracious 
hospitality, everyone who entered 
her home was welcomed warmly. 
Her family and friends were 
treasured and she made each person 
feel special. Shirley took delight in 
nature. Watching birds at the feeder 
and enjoying wildfl owers picked 
for the table were some of her 
simple pleasures.

She was predeceased by her 
parents, her brothers, Gordy and 
Jim, her beloved son Eddie John 
and her much loved son by marriage 

SHIRLEY ANN GERVAIS
Peter Neary.

She is survived by her dear 
husband Ed; her daughter Julie 
Neary; and her grandchildren Amal 
Duprey and husband Anthony, 
Mara Neary and husband Ben 
Hammerslough, Eden Neary 
and partner Elizha Heter, and 
Devon Neary and partner Marisa 

Kiefaber; her great-grandchildren 
Arianna, Emma, Peighton, 
Rebekah and Elijah Duprey, Finn 
Hammerslough, and Jackson, Ford 
and Giovanna Neary. 

She also leaves behind her sweet 
sister, Mary LaRose, and several 
nieces and nephews.

The family wishes to thank the 
staff at Project Independence, the 
help of many caregivers, and more 
recently, the support of Stephanie 
Stoddard with hospice.

A funeral service was held on 
Wednesday, June 15, at 10:30 a.m. 
at Sanderson Funeral Home. A 
private burial will be held later.

In lieu of fl owers, donations 
in Shirley’s memory may be 
made to Elderly Services/Project 
Independence, P.O. Box 581, 
Middlebury, VT 05753.

Arrangements under the direction 
of Sanderson Funeral Home, 
Middlebury. Online condolences 
at www.sandersonfuneralservice.
com. ◊

MIDDLEBURY — Larry Milo 
Johnson excelled at life from the 
day he was born on April 8, 1942, 
until he left his earthly body on 
May 20, 2022.

Growing up on his family farm 
in Weybridge with his beloved 
brother, Bob, sister, Jackie, parents 
and extended family, instilled a 
lasting love of nature, animals, and 
a true appreciation for Vermont as 
it was in his youth and is today.

Larry was devoted to his family 
and would make yearly treks to 
Florida to help his mother and 
sister with household projects. 
The Florida visits often required 
a restorative stop in the Great 
Smokey Mountains on the way 
there, on the way back, or both.

His nieces remember outings 
with their “cool” uncle to 
swimming holes and “hotspots” 
around Middlebury in their youth. 
Larry and his brother Bob were 
extremely close until Bob’s death 
in 2019; Larry expressed his hope 
that Bob would be waiting for him 
on the other side.

As dedicated as Larry was to his 
family, his friends were the strong, 
predominant and colorful threads 
in the tapestry of his life. Some of 
these friends share stories of time 
spent with Larry that illustrate the 
depth and enduring nature of his 
friendships.

Bud, a lifelong friend, fondly 
remembers leaving Vermont with 
Larry to seek their fortunes in 
California. The two adventurous 
guys made a detour to drop Larry’s 
dad off at his brother Bob’s in 
Washington, D.C., in January 
of 1961 and were unimpressed 
that John F. Kennedy was being 
inaugurated while they were there, 
although they did watch it on TV.

The two of them lived on next 
to nothing on the way out, but 

LAWRENCE JOHNSON
fi nally made it to California. They 
mooched off Bud’s aunt for a 
couple of months until they made 
just enough money for the trip 
back to Vermont. They came home 
very broke but “very worldly” 
eighteen year olds.

The rock ledge at the end of 
the Otter Creek Gorge is “Larry’s 
Rock” remembers good friend 
Victoria, and everyone knew that 
Larry could always be found at 
Green Peppers on a Friday night 
with his dear friend Alex.

In the spring of 2000, Larry and 
Irene, another good friend, hiked 
six miles down the Grand Canyon 
and six miles up in the same 
day. They managed to rehydrate 
themselves with beer and tequila. 
Larry loved traveling and hiking, 
especially in the American West.

Kathleen, another dear friend, 
describes Larry as an “excellent 
raconteur, delighting all with 
humorous stories of his own 
experiences or those of his 
forbears.” She remembers his 
knowledge of local history was 
deep and full of affection. His love 
of philosophy was a constant in his 
life.

As a freelance writer and 
photographer, Larry’s creative 
work was published in numerous 
magazines. His weekly column, 
“From Where I Lie,” was published 
in the Valley Voice for decades. 
At the time of his death, Larry 
was in the process of creating 
the ultimate legacy for his family 
and friends — the production of 
books encompassing his short 
stories, which capture the beauty 
of Vermont, the compilation of 
the best of his weekly articles, and 
even a children’s book.

In many ways Larry was 
larger than life, but the kindness 
he extended to people and all 
living creatures made him truly 
special. A man with a dry wit 
and ability to bring humor to any 
situation, people gravitated to 
Larry throughout his life, severely 
limiting his lifelong ambition of 
becoming a hermit.

He is survived by a large 
extended family who adore him, 
cherished ex-loves, including his 
ex-wife, Elaine; close friends, 
including his life-long best friends, 
Kirk and Bud, his favorite person, 
Linda; and his devoted cat, L.C.◊

Lawrence Johnson, 80, of Middlebury

Raymond Swinton graveside service
VERGENNES — A graveside 

service for Raymond Swinton, 
who died Dec. 3, 2021, will be held 
11 a.m. on Saturday, June 25, at 

Prospect Cemetery in Vergennes. A 
reception will follow at American 
Legion in Vergennes.

Tom Duclos 
celebration of life
WEYBRIDGE — Join us to 

celebrate the life of Tom Duclos, 
who died Dec. 14, 2021, at the 
Glass Onion, 440 Morgan Horse 
Farm Road in Weybridge, Saturday, 
July 2, from 1 to 4 p.m. Please 
share your favorite stories about 
Tom. Dress  casually, bring a chair 
and enjoy light refreshments.◊

BRISTOL — April Lynn Parent, 
55, passed away Thursday, June 
9, 2022, at University of Vermont 
Medical Center in Burlington.

She was born June 8, 1967, in 
Rutland, the daughter of Richard 
and Joyce (Austin) Humiston.

April enjoyed hiking, loved 
animals, shopping, crocheting, 
knitting, road trips and spending 
time with her family.

April is survived by her husband, 
Paul Parent; four children, Alicia 
Kilburn, Amber Gero, Kenneth 
Lemieux Jr. and Devin Humiston; 
two stepchildren Tonja Larrow and 
Paul Parent Jr.; four grandchildren, 
Brianna, Austin, Monica and 
Christopher; and a sister, Christine 
Denise.

She is predeceased by her 
parents, stepchild Kelly Sumner 
and her sister Stacey Carruth.

Visiting hours will be held on 
Friday, June 17, from 5 to 8 p.m., at 

APRIL LYNN PARENT
Brown-McClay Funeral Home in 
Bristol. A graveside service will be 
held at 11 a.m. on Saturday, June 
18, at Greenwood Cemetery in 
Bristol. To send online condolences 
to her family please visit www.
brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com.◊

April Lynn Parent, 55, of Bristol

EAST MIDDLEBURY — 
Helen M (Trieb) Boyer passed 
peacefully on June 10, 2022, after 
a battle with cancer. She was born 
July 27, 1946.

Helen was predeceased by her 
husband Harold, her sister Jean 
and her mother Ella.

Helen was an LNA at Porter 
Hospital for many years prior 
to being diagnosed with breast 
cancer and retiring.

She was a graduate from 
Richmond High School in 
Richmond, Vt.

Helen is survived by her 
children, David and wife Heather 
Davio, Renee and Brian Richards, 
and Gordon and Terri Davio; 
grandchildren Sean Danyow, 
Dustin Davio, Vikki Danyow, 
Andre Davio, and Cheyenne 
Richards; great-grandchildren 
Elliot and Amelia Danyow; sisters 
Jane Lacaillade, Alice Place and 
Shirley Streeter; and several 
nieces and nephews.

HELEN M. (TREIB) BOYER
Visiting hours will be held on 

Thursday, June 16, from 5 to 7 p.m. 
at Brown-McClay Funeral Home 
in Bristol. Funeral services will be 
held at 11 a.m. on Friday, June 17, 
at St. Ambrose Church in Bristol. 
To send online condolences to 
her family please visit www.
brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com.◊

Helen M. (Treib) Boyer of 
East Middlebury

TOM DUCLOS

Peter J. Wissel I memorial Service
BRISTOL — A Memorial 

Mass of Christian burial for Peter 
J. Wisell I, age 79, who passed 
away Dec. 19, 2021, will be 
celebrated on June 20, at 10 a.m., 
at St. Ambrose Catholic Church 
in Bristol. Father Skip Baltz and 
Father Yvon Royer will be the 
celebrants.

The graveside committal service 
and burial, with Military Honors, 
will follow the Mass at Pine Hill 
Cemetery in Brandon.

Memorial gifts in lieu of fl owers 
may be made in his memory to 
McClure Miller Respite House, 
Colchester, VT.

Arrangements are under the 

PETER J. WISELL I

J. Francis Angier 
memorial service

J. FRANCIS ANGIER

BRISTOL — J. (John) Francis 
Angier, formerly of Addison, 
Vt., died at the tender age of 97 
at the VA hospital in Tampa, Fla., 
on July 27, 2020. His Celebration 
of Life will fi nally take place on 
Saturday, June 25, at 11 a.m., at 
St. Ambrose Church in Bristol, 
Vt., followed by a brief interment 
service with military honors 
before the reception at the parish 
hall. He was a veteran of WW 
II. Please join us to celebrate the 
life of one of the last members of  
“The Greatest Generation.”◊

STARKSBORO — Patricia 
Louise Dodge, age 76, passed 
away Saturday, June 11, 2022, at 
her home in Starksboro.

Pat was born in New Haven 
on July 26, 1945. She was the 
daughter of Harold and Donna 
(Kemp) Haskins. She grew up in 
Leicester, where she received her 
education. Pat began her working 
career as a home care provider, and 
continued in that profession all of 
her life. She also was an Avon Lady 
for several years. She was forced to 
retire in 2002 due to a disability. 
She enjoyed fi shing and watching 
old Western movies. She loved 
animals.

Surviving is a son, James C. 
Dodge, Jr., of Milton and her 
daughter Pamela Bassett and her 
husband Brad of New Haven; two 
brothers, Robert Haskins and Edson 

PATRICIA LOUISE DODGE
Haskins, both of North Carolina; 
three sisters, Cheryl Pinkham-Peck 
of Gainesville, Fla., Sadie Kemp 
of Leicester and Judy Pearson of 
Brandon. Three grandchildren 
and several nieces, nephews and 

cousins also survive her, as well 
as a very special person, her care 
provider, Lisa Ward of Starksboro. 

She was predeceased by two 
sons, Edward Dodge and William 
Dodge; a brother, Douglas Haskins; 
and one sister, Lenora Parker.

The graveside committal service 
and burial will take place on June 
21, at 2 p.m., in the family lot at 
Riverside Cemetery in New Haven 
with a reception following at the 
Brandon American Legion.

Friends may call at the Miller & 
Ketcham Funeral Home in Brandon 
on Monday, June 20,  from 5-7 p.m.

Memorial gifts in lieu of fl owers 
may be made in her memory to 
Addison County Humane Society, 
234 Boardman Street, Middlebury, 
VT, or to Project Independence, 
112 Exchange St. Middlebury, VT 
05753.◊

Patricia Louise Dodge, 76, of Starksboro

The Independent will 
publish paid obituaries and 
free notices of passing. Paid 
obituaries cost 25 cents per 
word and will be published, 
as submitted, on the date of 
the family’s choosing. For 
those who do not wish to 
purchase an obituary, the 
Independent offers a free 
notice of passing up to 100 
words, subject to editing 
by our news department. 
Photos (optional) with either 
paid obituaries or free 
notices cost $10 per photo. 
Obituaries may be emailed to 
obits@addisonindependent.
com.

Submissions must be 
received by 11 a.m. on 
Wednesday for publication 
in the Thursday paper. Email 
obits@addisonindependent.
com or call 802-388-4944 for 
more information.

Obituary 
Guidelines

direction of the Miller & Ketcham 
Funeral Home in Brandon.◊
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BURLINGTON — Jean Marie 
Young Duany, 98, passed away 
in the comfort of her apartment 
at South Harbor Facility in South 
Burlington, Vt., on June 11, 2022. 
She passed away after leading a 
very long life.

Jean was the second daughter 
born to Walter J. Young Sr. and 
Catherine O. Rivers Young on 
March 4, 1924. Her three siblings, 
Olive Ingargiola, Mary Lawlor and 
Walter Young Jr. all predeceased 
her, along with her husband of 61 
years, Orlando Garcia Duany.

Mom spent her childhood 
years residing in Vergennes, Vt. 
When she reached high school 
she attended Mount Saint Mary’s 
Academy in Burlington, Vt., 
graduating in 1942. We always 
enjoyed hearing her stories about 
life with the nuns and her exploits 
at the academy. Upon high school 
graduation, she made the decision 
to join the Navy and became a 
WAVE. Despite it being World 
War II, she loved her time in the 
navy. She always encouraged her 
children to join the armed services, 
spouting off the many reasons why 
she loved it.

After her military service, she 
attended Interboro Institute in 
New York City, taking business 
classes. That’s when she met a very 
handsome and charming Cuban by 
the name of Orlando Garcia Duany. 
He swept her off her feet and they 

JEAN MARIE YOUNG DUANY
married in 1947 in Brooklyn, N.Y., 
where they lived for four years 
before moving to Vergennes. They 
lived in Vergennes until 1988.

From this union they had 
Michael (Natalie), Cathryn Butler 
(Stephen), Susan Butler (William) 
and Anne Duany Whyte (Mathew). 
Mom was able to stay home and 
keep a very tidy household while 
we were young.

At 38, she decided to get her 
driver’s license and join the 
workforce, where she was the 
Vergennes Elementary School hot 
lunch program bookkeeper for 26 
years. This is where she took great 
pride in balancing her books daily 
and keeping a watchful eye on her 
children because now we were all 
on her schedule.

Once our parents reached 

retirement age, they became 
snowbirds and eventually residents 
of Zephryhills, Fla. They loved 
Florida and we loved visiting them 
with and without the grandkids in 
tow. After Dad’s passing in 2008, 
mom stayed in Zephyrhills for 
eight more years before fi nding her 
way back to Vermont to be closer 
to three of her four children. Our 
mother was always proud that she 
raised four college graduates and 
that we were all successful in our 
careers. Mom is survived by her 
children, 11 grandchildren and 
eight great-grandchildren.

Mom’s funeral will be Tuesday, 
June 21, at 1:30 p.m., at St. Peter’s 
Catholic Church in Vergennes. She 
will be laid to rest with full military 
honors at St. Peter’s Catholic 
Cemetery after the service.◊

Obituaries
ADDISON
COUNTY

Jean Marie Young Duany, 98, formerly of Vergennes

MIDDLEBURY — Our beloved 
Cher, Cheryl Ann Rinder, died of 
pancreatic cancer on June 6, 2022, 
in the evening after a joy-fi lled year 
of living each day to the fullest and 
spreading gratitude far and wide. 
While her passing was much too 
soon, Cher, a selfl ess giver of love, 
would rather we bask in the love 
she was able to share with us so 
generously than mourn her passing. 

Cher was born to Leanore (née 
Bergen) and Reginald Rinder in 
Rockville Centre, N.Y., on March 
7, 1950. In 1953 the family moved 
to Panama, where Cheryl became 
the middle child of fi ve, as a little 
sister and brother were added to 
the group. You would have wanted 
to see Cheryl’s street in Panama, 
where she was the little leader of a 
small pack of neighborhood boys! 
(All the other kids her age happened 
to be boys.) As she grew there, she 
developed a love of the tropical 
climate and belonging to a large 
family. When Cheryl was six, the 
Rinders moved to Bedford, N.Y., 
where Cher attended St. Patrick’s 
parochial school and graduated 
from Fox Lane High School.

In a piece of often-recounted 
family lore, Cher was robbed of the 
opportunity to meet her paternal 
grandfather because, as chief offi cer, 
he was lost at sea in the Bermuda 
Triangle in a storm, reportedly 
while following the captain’s orders 
to check the riggings at the stern. 
Her grandmother, still mourning 
the loss of her stillborn fi rst child 
the previous year — a daughter — 
bravely birthed Cher’s father about 
a week later. After experiencing the 
loneliness of being an only child 
with few relatives (only the dear 
Canadian cousins), Reg Rinder 
never took a friend or family 
member for granted.

Cher embodied that value, 
creating epic friendships and 
building family everywhere she 
traveled throughout her life. Not 
only did she carry and give birth 
to six children, but she served 
as a loving stepmother and half-
stepmother to a handful of others. 
Beyond her immediate family, the 
sparsity of her father’s side of the 
family was balanced by a prolifi c 
Irish clan on her mother’s side: The 
Bergens. Aunts, uncles, cousins, 
second cousins, international 
cousins, etc., abounded. Cher 
never missed the many destination 
family reunions over the course 
of decades and, thanks to her own 
large brood, always contributed the 
largest contingent of attendees. She 
imparted the joys of celebrating 
family upon her children.

Though Cher was a loving, 
dutiful and cooperative daughter, 
to her parents’ chagrin she passed 
up a piano scholarship to enroll at 
Middlebury College in Vermont. 
She walked away not only with 
a degree in Religious Studies in 
1972, but with many cherished 
friendships that she would maintain 
over the course of her lifetime.

With her business partners, Cher 
started Fire & Ice Restaurant in 
Middlebury in 1974 and created 
Rosie’s Restaurant along the way. 
And she married one of her business 
partners in 1977. Cher worked 
professionally her entire life, but 
in 1978, she discovered her most 
rewarding calling, motherhood, 
with the birth of baby Paris Rinder-
Goddard. Amidst many camping 
and fi shing trips, the birth of Pilar 
Rinder-Goddard followed in 1981, 
and fi nally, Bow Rinder-Goddard 
was born in 1984.

CHERYL ANN RINDER
While juggling family and 

work responsibilities, Cheryl’s 
alcoholism became evident and 
her life unmanageable. She got 
divorced and joined a fellowship of 
people who share their experience, 
strength and hope with each other 
that they may solve their common 
problem and help others to recover 
from alcoholism. That spiritual 
program of progress, not perfection, 
imparted bedrock principles by 
which Cher lived the rest of her life, 
leading, sponsoring, and inspiring 
so many in their trudging along 
the path of happy destiny. She 
considered her sobriety to be the 
most important gift of her life — 
without it, she wouldn’t have had 
anything else.

At one particular meeting in 
the late 1980s, Cher approached 
someone who she believed to be a 
newcomer, to reach out her hand in 
the tradition of responsible service. 
There began a 30+ year love 
adventure with John Sherwood 
Stark, a fellow in recovery, recent 
divorce and parenthood. Cher took 
his two boys, Henry Abbott (1982) 
and Alexander (1983) into her heart 
so willingly that they felt born 
again as her stepchildren — with 
the bonus of step-siblings whom 
they worshiped. In fact, the love 
that Cher gave so freely to those 
boys extended to their biological 
mother, Susan James, who spent 
many hours with and took many 
trips over the years with Cher and 
John. Susan was one of the many 
people who counted Cher as their 
best friend at the time of her death.

Cher and John’s relationship was 
cemented with the birth of Liberty 
Rose Stark-Rinder, at home, in 
Middlebury in 1990. They offi cially 
married in an intimate ceremony 
at their home, surrounded by their 
children, on Christmas Eve, 1991. 
The following summer, excitement 
turned to sadness when Cher’s next 
pregnancy ended in miscarriage. 
It seemed fated that she would 
subsequently become pregnant 
with not one, but TWO babies. 
The twins, Ali Lovette and Glory 
Bianca Stark-Rinder were born in 
1993.

As if the total of those eight 
children wasn’t enough (6 
biological & 2 step, for anyone 
who lost count), in a testament to 
her abundant caring and living-by-
example energy, Cher would often 
have her ex-husband’s son from his 
new wife, Cindy Smith, with the 
pack on overnights and trips. With 
the sometimes addition of Tarpon 
Goddard (1987) (he brought the in-
house group of kids to nine), many 
dogs, cats, horses, goats, chickens, 
guinea pigs, hamsters, hermit crab, 
and even an iguana over the years, 
never a moment was dull.

In addition to rebuilding a 
wonderful relationship with Dale 
and Cindy, Cher helped John reach 

out to his adult children, one of 
whom, Michelle Stark (1966) 
moved into the upstairs apartment 
at Cher and John’s house during a 
transition in her life. Cher served 
as a daily beacon of support to 
Michelle and her young son, Marin. 
Even for the children who were 
not in touch, Molly of New York, 
and Wayne of Baltimore, Cher 
worked to establish a link. In an 
incredible gesture of kindness and 
communication, Cher even kept 
in correspondence with Wayne’s 
biological mother and his adoptive 
mother.

In the midst of all of that, Cher 
had other careers. In the early 1980s 
Cher put all her caring energies into 
training and working as a nurse 
at Porter Hospital. Cher went on 
to work in and manage the next 
family business, Stark Window 
Cleaning, until she was too weak to 
answer her phone. Other powerful 
examples of Cher’s sainthood 
included housing her father and 
caring for him until his death in her 
home in 2004. Days after Hurricane 
Katrina in 2005, Cher joined John 
on a riverboat cruise for John’s 
mother, Marian, who, though in her 
fi nal days of life, relished the trip. 
They would carry her on and off 
the boat at port to explore and seek 
medical attention. Marian died, 
coincidentally also of pancreatic 
cancer, the day after returning 
home.

Finally, prior to her diagnosis, 
Cheryl had begun a gratitude 
practice, focusing on all positive 
elements of life, writing them down 
and texting it out to friends and 
family. She continued, even after 
her diagnosis, with the list of daily 
recipients of hundreds of people. 
Hearts broke across the country 
as she became too weak in her last 
days to stay awake long enough 
at night to send the message. In 
the mornings there was no time to 
send it because the revolving door 
of loving well-wishers visiting the 
house was non-stop.

Among those great troves of 
those whom she loved and loved 
her in return, Cher is survived by 
her husband who cared for her 
extensively over the last year, 
John Stark. Her siblings: Reginald 
(Beth), Rosemary (Andres Garcia), 
Mark (Dennis Ferioli), and JoAnn 
Orozco (Didier van Hove). Her 
children, Paris Rinder-Goddard 
(Mira), Pilar Rinder-Goddard (Jeff 
Jerger), Abbott Stark (Philipp 
Mews), Alex Stark, Bow Rinder-
Goddard (Meghan Vaughn), 
Liberty Stark-Rinder (Caylen 
Padua), Glory Stark-Rinder (Kyle 
Kilbury), Ali-Stark Rinder and 
Tarpon Goddard (Tiffany Danyow), 
Michelle Stark (Ric Conroy), 
Molly Stark Kennedy (Douglas 
Kennedy) and Wayne of Baltimore. 
The father of her fi rst children: 
Dale Goddard (Cindy Smith) and 
the mother of her stepsons: Susan 
James. Her grandchildren, Saylor 
and Emmy Goddard; Albee and 
Jade Jerger; Aurora, Duncan and 
Wesley Vaughn-Husk with Zaiden 
and Esmae Rinder-Goddard; Marin 
Napoliello and Tucker Touchette. 
And many cherished cousins, 
nieces and nephews and grand ones 
too. 

In lieu of fl owers, please send 
donations to Planned Parenthood of 
Northern New England. Memorial 
services will be organized at a 
date to be announced this summer. 
Please let us know if you’d like to 
be notifi ed:  at bit.ly/3aZarSI.◊

Cheryl Ann Rinder, 72, of Middlebury

VERGENNES — Marie 
DeCoursey Spaulding Conant, 93, 
passed away peacefully of natural 
causes on Jan. 14 at her home at 
Ringer’s Home Care in Vergennes.

Marie was born in Bristol, Vt., 
to Wallace M. DeCoursey (Mick) 
and Harriette Adams DeCoursey 
(Irene) on Nov. 20, 1928. Marie 
grew up in Bristol, where she met 
her husband, Cleo Spaulding. They 
were married for 51 years until 
Cleo’s death in 1998.

Marie served as a school 
secretary for many years in 
Vermont and California. During 
their 51 years together Cleo 
and Marie lived in Bristol, Vt.; 
Huntington, Vt.; Lebanon,  N.H.; 
San Francisco, Calif.; Morristown, 
N.J.; Newton, N.H.; Seabrook, 
N.H.; San Jose, Calif.;  Roseville, 
Calif.; Healdsburg, Calif.; and 
Leggett, Calif.

After Cleo’s passing in 
California, Marie returned to her 

MARIE CONANT
home state of Vermont. Marie 
reconnected with longtime family 
friend Willard Conant (Bill) who 
had recently lost his beloved wife 
Dorothy. They renewed their 
friendship and married in 2003. 
After Bill’s death Marie continued 
to live in Richmond until she 

decided to move to Vergennes in 
2019 to be closer to her daughter 
Lynn St. Jean and family.

Marie’s last two years were spent 
in the loving and capable care of 
Ringer’s Home Care.

She is survived by three children; 
Coleen Spaulding Stevens (Roger) 
and  Bruce Spaulding, both in 
California, 
and Lynn St Jean (Lyle) in 
Vermont. Marie is also survived 
by her stepdaughter, Veronica 
Cassetta (Greg) in Florida. She 
leaves six grandchildren, eight 
great-grandchildren and one great-
great-grandchild.

Per Marie’s request there will be 
no funeral service, however, there 
will be a gravesite service on July 5 
at 3 p.m.  in Mt. St Joseph Cemetery 
in Bristol. All are welcome to join 
us.

Donations in Marie’s name may 
be made to your favorite Veteran’s 
organization.◊

Marie Conant, 93, of Vergennes

Katherine Todd Race, a 1985 
graduate of MUHS, and daughter 
of Joan and the late George Todd 
of New Haven, just completed 
her Doctorate degree from the 
University of New England. Dr. 
Race completed her dissertation 
titled, “Exploring the Perceptions 
of Faculty and Staff Regarding 
the Impact a Facility Dog Has on 
Elementary Students’ Learning 
Environment.”

Dr. Race has been in education 
since 1989 and is currently the 
Principal of Medomak Middle 
School in Waldoboro, Maine. She 
lives in Woolwich, Maine, with her 
husband, Brian, and her two dogs. 

ADDISON  COUNTY School Briefs

Meghan Hakey of North 
Ferrisburgh  and Isadora Luksch
of Middlebury were named to the 
dean’s list at the University of 
Rhode Island for the spring 2022 

semester. To be included on the 
list, full-time students must have 
completed 12 or more credits 
for letter grades which are GPA 
applicable during a semester and 
achieved at least a 3.30 quality 
point average. 

Katherine Koehler of 
Middlebury has been named to 
the dean’s list at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison for the spring 
2022 semester. Koehler is in the 
College of Letters and Science. 

With a GPA of 3.5 or better, 
Colby Orozco Hammond of 
Middlebury made the dean’s list 
for outstanding students at the 
University of Maryland for the 
spring 2022 semester. 

Nathan Depatie of Brandon, was 
recently named to the president’s 
list at The State University of 

New York at Potsdam. Depatie, 
whose major is Music Education, 
was among 828 SUNY Potsdam 
students who were honored for 
academic excellence in the Spring 
2022 semester.

Cedarville University student 
Georgianna Nop of Middlebury, 
who is majoring in Primary (P-5) 
Education, was named to the dean’s 
honor list for spring 2022 at the 
Ohio Institution. This recognition 
requires the student to obtain a 3.75 
GPA or higher for the semester 
and carry a minimum of 12 credit 
hours.
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WIMETT
TRADING COMPANY

802•465•4688

USED

David Wimett, 35 Years Experience
C. Michael Jackman, 40 Years Experience
2668 Route 7 • Leicester, VT 05733 • wimetttradingco@gmail.com

Wimett Trading Company
at the Big White Barn in Leicester

802-465-4688 

2014 SUBARU IMPREZA
Wagon, AWD, Loaded, Auto, 92k miles

$13,995

AFFORDABLE, SAFE & RELIABLE
USED CARS AND TRUCKS

We also buy cars, 
locate specialty orders 

& consider consignments 
Call Dave for an appointment

2010 TOYOTA TUNDRA 
DB Cab, 5.7 V8, TRD, Loaded, Only 104k miles

$20,995

2015 TOYOTA RAV4
AWD, XLE, Auto, Loaded, 73k miles

$22,995

2013 NISSAN PATHFINDER
SL, 4x4, V6, Loaded, 138k miles

$13,995
More than  a decadeof delivering Quality!

OFFICIALLY SUMMER SALE!OFFICIALLY SUMMER SALE!

2014 SUBARU CROSSTREK
Limited, AWD, Auto, Loaded, 92k miles

$16,995

By SHAYIQ SHAH
MIDDLEBURY — As many 

goodbyes are being said at 
graduations on college campuses 
across the country, Middlebury 
College graduates from past years 
are reconnecting with old friends 
and classmates at reunions.

At the Middlebury College 
reunion this past weekend, all 
classes from 2017 to 1947, at five-
year intervals, were welcomed back 
on campus with fifth and 75th being 
the youngest and oldest reunions. 
An empty campus was made 
vibrant again by former students 
and their families that assembled 
a special community with ages 
ranging from infants to 97-year-
old alums returning for their 75th 
reunion. 

This remarkable occasion was 
marked by countless special events 
that culminated in the ceremonial 
parade from Old Chapel involving 
all reunion classes. 

None seemed more special than 
the class of 1972 that was returning 
after graduating a half century ago. 
Some 288 graduates and family 
members of the class of 1972 
arrived on campus on Thursday, 
June 9. Their stay at the college’s 
dorms led many to reminisce about 
their time at the college, stories 
of which they shared with current 
Middlebury students that were 
aiding the organizers of Reunion 
Weekend. 

These college anecdotes from 
50 years ago sounded nothing 
short of bizarre to some of the 
current Middlebury students. None 
was as bizarre as the story of the 
Middlebury College Demolition 
Derbies. Fifty years ago, 
Middlebury students would host 
clandestine Demolition Derbies 
in which they banged into each 
other driving obsolete and cheap 
cars. The aim was to refashion all 
these barely functional vehicles 
to completely inoperative — all 
but one. The driver of this one 
car would be declared the winner 
of the derby and be awarded with 
“nothing but pride,” as quoted by 
one of the critics from the class of 
1972. 

From former Demolition Derbies 
to current extensive preservation 
of fire lanes, it is needless to say 
that changes have been made to 
Middlebury’s campus. However, 
one thing that has not seemed to 
change is the feeling of gratitude 
that Middlebury graduates 
and students feel towards their 
Middlebury education. The theme 
of “giving back” has been rampant 
in the Middlebury community. 
Members of the class of ’72 

MEMBERS OF THE Middlebury College Class of 1972 parade 
up Chapel Hill in the center of campus last week for a ceremonial 
convocation. Alums who marched in the place of honor at the back of 
the procession said the event brought tears to their eyes.

Photo credit: Judy McCormack ’72

RELIVING SOME OF the highlights from their time in Addison County 50 years ago, members of 
Middlebury College Class 1972 trekked up to the summit of Snake Mountain, where they posed for this 
photo.

Photo credit: Judy McCormack ’72

Midd ’72s return a half century later
channeled this sentiment through 
a monetary donation of no less 
than $11,061,127, which is the 
reported figure by the Middlebury 
Reunion Gift planning committee. 
This sum of over $11 million 
includes contributions from 68% 
of graduates of the class of 1972. 
Furthermore, they have established 
the class of 1972 scholarship fund, 
which will provide scholarship 
assistance to a student at the 
undergraduate college every year in 
perpetuity.

In conversation with Janet 
Franklin ’72, an organizing 
volunteer for the reunion, she 
echoed this feeling of gratitude 
toward the college. 

“We all feel immense joy 
coming back to the college and our 
Middlebury experience has been 
the source of our happiness and 
success,” the Cornwall resident 
said.

Coupled with this feeling of 
gratitude is a sense of pride that 
these former students take in the fact 
that they are Middlebury graduates. 
Class members were heard saying 
that being alive to return for their 
50th reunion was a goal for many 
members of the class and gave 
them impetus to keep healthy and 
lead purposeful lives. 

The ceremonial parade wherein 
the class of 1972 walked up the 
Chapel Hill at the very end of the 
procession, each with their own 
Gamaliel Painter’s Cane, brought 
tears to many of their eyes. This 
bond with the college was also 
an extension of the bond they had 
developed through college and 
maintained after that with their 
peers and friends. 

Having said that, this goal was 
unattainable for a lot of their 
classmates whose journeys had 
ended prior to this celebration of 
their class. The class held a memorial 
for all the departed members of the 
class, some as recent as the week 
before, to celebrate their lives both 
at the college and beyond. 

They held sessions of 
vulnerability where they shared 
the struggles they have faced in 
their lives and how they continue 
to overcome them with divorce, 
financial ruin, loneliness, drug 
abuse and countless more themes 
being therapeutically discussed. 

An undergraduate observer took 
away a lesson from the class of 
1972 that life after college does 
not always go as planned but the 
friendships and bonds one makes at 
college will so often come to their 
aid in difficult times. 

MIDDLEBURY — Satori 
Investment Partners, a Vermont-
based cannabis company, has 
worked with Efficiency Vermont 
to incorporate substantial energy 
efficiency measures into the 
retrofitting of their 116,000-square-
foot indoor cannabis facility in 
Middlebury, the company recently 
announced.

“Satori has partnered with 
Efficiency Vermont to ensure that 
this facility incorporates many 
energy-efficient technologies 
to achieve the lowest energy 
consumption possible,” said Scott 
MacGuffie, a partner at Satori. 
“This includes high-efficiency 
lighting and air circulation 
and water source heat pump 
technology.”

Satori last year purchased the 
former Conner Homes facility on 
Route 7 South in Middlebury and 
intends to turn it into a state-of-the-
art cannabis grow and processing 
facility. Some of the energy 
efficient measures being used 

include advanced lighting controls 
that allow for the adjustment of 
light level depending on the stage 
of growth of the plant, the ability 
to integrate a sunrise/sunset cycle 
slowly increasing/decreasing light 
to mimic the natural environment 
and save energy and use of Cultiva 
water source heat pumps for 
efficient air conditioning, heating, 
dehumidification and heat transfer.

“Satori shares the State of 
Vermont’s goals of creating a 
cannabis market that is equitable, 
sustainable and profitable,” said 
MacGuffie. “We believe that being 
profitable and being sustainable 
are not mutually exclusive goals. 
Vermont can and should be a leader 
in sustainable cannabis cultivation 
and processing.”

In addition to creating an 
energy efficient facility, Satori 
has also made major investments 
in the property under the 
State Brownfields Reuse and 
Environmental Liability Limitation 
Act (BRELLA) program. 

The property is considered a 
“brownfield,” a former industrial or 
commercial property whose reuse 
is complicated by real or perceived 
environmental contamination. 
This property, long occupied by 
Standard Register, had languished 
for many years after Connor 
Homes folded.

“Instead of expanding their 
carbon footprint by constructing 
a brand-new facility, Satori 
has chosen to invest time and 
resources into rehabilitating 
an existing contaminated site,” 
said Steve Shaw, the regional 
manager for Weston & Sampson 
Engineers.  “Without this 
investment, the building would 
remain underutilized up to its full 
potential.”

“We love Vermont and we 
want to invest in this state,” said 
MacGuffie. “Using innovative 
technology to contribute to a more 
sustainable and environmentally 
friendly cannabis market is an 
obvious choice for us.”

ADDISON  COUNTY

Business News
Cannabis purveyor coming to Middlebury
Satori to convert Standard Register building to state-of-the-art facility

VERMONT — The League of 
Women Voters of Vermont will 
host a virtual Candidates Forum for 
U.S. House of Representatives on 
Thursday, June 30, from 7-9 p.m., 
giving Vermonters the opportunity 
to hear from candidates running in 
the Aug. 9 Primary Election.

Eight major party candidates are 
vying for nomination of Vermont’s 
lone congressional seat, now open 
as Congressman Peter Welch runs 
to replace retiring U.S. Senator 
Patrick Leahy.

Participants confirmed for 
the Forum are Senator Pro Tem 
Becca Balint (Democrat-Windham 
District), Sianay Chase Clifford 
(Democrat), Lt. Governor Molly 

Gray (Democrat), Liam Madden 
(Republican), Louis Meyers, 
M.D. (Democrat), Ericka Bundy 
Redic (Republican), and Anya 
Tynio (Republican). Progressive 
candidate Barbara Nolfi has been 
invited. 

Cary Brown, Executive Director 
of the Vermont Commission on 
Women will moderate. 

Attendees can find more 
information and a registration link 
for the Zoom forum at lwvofvt.org/
events-calendar.

The Forum will also be live-
streamed on Orca Media at youtu.
be/ItgMClgohoc.

The Forum is sponsored by 
the League of Women Voters of 

Vermont, Vermont Commission 
on Women, Vermont Network 
Against Domestic and Sexual 
Violence, Voices for Vermont’s 
Children, Vermont Women’s 
Fund, Women Business Owners 
Network Vermont, Vermont 
Works for Women, and Women’s 
International League for Peace 
Freedom, Burlington Chapter.

The League of Women Voters 
sponsors candidate forums to 
encourage informed and active 
participation in government. The 
League does not endorse any 
political party or candidate for 
elective office. Questions can be 
sent to league@lwvofvt.org.

U.S. House candidates to debate online

Qui�  ShowQui�  Show
The Pfaff Club

The Quilters’ Corner at Middlebury Sew-N-Vac
260 Court Street, Middlebury, VT

Dozens of quilts on display 
in over 4000 square feet of space.

*Demonstrations   * Viewer’s choice   *Quilt shop next door

Don’t miss this opportunity to see quilts 
from talented, local (Vermont) quilters!

Local Featured Quilter:
Barbara Shields
South Burlington, VT
Longtime member of Pfaff Club 

Barb was one of my fi rst Pfaff club 
members and a wonderful friend 
and supporter. She rarely 
missed a Pfaff club or event. 
Her talent was extensive 
and extraordinary. 

She passed unexpectedly in the fall of 2020. Barb 
was one of my many ‘cheerleaders’, always 
encouraging and acknowledging of my 
business during the years I knew her. We 
miss her smile, her laugh and her talent. 
We will have a select exhibit of her 
quilts on display as our featured 
quilter. We look forward to 
sharing her talent with you.
~Carla Berno
Owner, The Quilters’ 
Corner at Middlebury Sew-
N-Vac

at

Thursday, June 23 | 10am-5pm
Friday, June 24 | 10am-5pm 

Saturday, June 25 | 10am-4pm

FREEAdmission

260 Court St., Suite 4
Middlebury, VT 05753  • 802.388.3559 

M-F 10am - 5pm, Sat. 9:30am - 4pm, Closed Sunday 
middleburysewnvac.com
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Neat Repeats Resale Shop
1428 Rte. 7, South |  802-388-4488

Supporting Addison County for 32 years, 
Neat Repeats has funded 4000+ grants
for a total of over 2.5 million dollars!

We are pleased to have been able to return
this amount to programs/people of Addison County.

We greatly appreciate the support
of our volunteers, donors and shoppers.

Open Mon. - Sat.  12:00 - 4:00* 
*donations accepted during business hours only

Grant Summary 2021-2022
Total $110,908.66

Neat Repeats
Resale Shop

Family Assistance $26,175.86
Dental Assistance $22,977.60

Housing Solutions $18,000
Organization Support $9,342

Scholarships (MAUHS, MUHS, VUHS) $9,000
Food Shelves $8,200

Organization Consignments $8,089.20

Educational Opportunities $1,664
Henry Sheldon Museum $1,250
Vergennes Partnership $1,230
Festival-on-the-Green $1,200

Boys & Girls Club of Vergennes $1,200
Addison Volunteer Fire Dept.  $1,200
Addison County River Watch $1,180

Sports Program $200

                   20% OFF20% OFF
All  All  FlashlightsFlashlights
& Multitools& Multitools

Now Thru 6/19/22 Now Thru 6/19/22 
Father’s Day Father’s Day Father’s Day 

Sale prices valid on in-stock items only, 
while supplies last. Can’t be combined 

with any other offer or coupon.

Let Dad 
pick his own 
present with           

a gift
card!

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
     388 Exchange Street Open

7 days

www.MiddleburyAgway.com

802-388-4937
Mon. - Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4

Climate matters
Perspectives on Change

20th in a series
By NADINE CANTER

This Climate Matters column is brought 
to you by the letter L, the letter R, and the 
number 5. Five L’s guide my work and are 
inspired by Judy Dow’s 5 R’s.

Judy’s 5 R’s are guideposts to help us 
through what Judy calls “The Narrows” 
— this pinch point of our systemic crisis 
where radical change is the only way 
forward to address climate and social 
justice. Judy was raised with the values 
of the 5 R’s, and shares them with her 
grandchildren, with me and with many 
others who are fortunate to be taught by 
this wise soul. The 5 R’s are: Respect, 
Responsibility, Reverence, Relationship 
and Reciprocity. Judy is the director of 
Gedakina, a non-profit, multigenerational 
endeavor to strengthen and revitalize the 
cultural knowledge and identity of Native 
American youth and families from across 
New England. Judy is also a long-time 
educator, activist, artist and storykeeper 
of the land and all living beings.

My 5 L’s are: Listen, Look, Learn, 
Lean and Love. And, I’m adding a 6th 
L: Literacy. I’ve been considering the 
function of Literacy since my early 
20s when I was applying to graduate 
programs. After Listening to and Looking 
at the impact of mass media on society 
through an interdisciplinary lens during 
my undergraduate years, I Learned 
to witness who held the power in the 
Informationsphere. I perpetually Lean 
in to the theory of agenda-setting — the 

invisible function of all media to direct 
our attention and extract our focus. I am 
always learning about Love. To me it is 
the endless supply of compassion and 
kindness for all beings that I can only 
practice, never knowing if it is enough, 
while it (love) keeps me forever in a state 
of wonder. 

I wrote my graduate school application 
essay on my intention to discover and 
teach media literacy to uncover how 
we humans discern our “realities” and 
“truths.” How and why do the media shape 
our values and behaviors? The cultural 
waters we swim in can be made visible by 
adding media literacy skills to our basic 
reading, writing, arithmetic and related 
teachings. Just where does our knowledge 
come from? Who do we believe and why? 
No more brainwashing by the lies of Fox 
News and Tucker Carlson.

There are many places we as 
individuals acquire knowledge regarding 
how we work and how the world around 
us works. We develop what is often called 
“worldviews,” which are delivered and 
influenced by our families, schools, 
social media, regular media and so forth 
in Relationship. These influences are not 
new to modernity. They were exquisitely 
explored by Confucius around 500 BC in 
“The Great Learning.” Confucius’s ideas 
begin and end with the individual — it 
is up to the self to acquire virtue from 
many sources such as studying the way 
things work within a system of “nested 
interdependence” (a term used by Mary 

Evelyn Tucker 
a n d B r i a n 
Swimme in the “Journey of the 
Universe”). Confucius places the virtue 
of the individual and their acquired 
knowledge in context and relationship 
to: the household/family; communities 
(including religious institutions and 
schools); regional and local governments 
(and economies); the nation; and, I add, 
our planet and universe. In pure Eastern 
thinking this is neither a linear line of 
influence nor a one-way path — it is a 
set of circles and folds, twists and turns 
changing direction to unlearn and relearn 
at emergent scales of time and space. 

I had intended to write about the Power 
of the Purse for this column, including a 
conversation about how we humans won’t 
survive these times unless we redesign our 
economies by measuring our success, our 

flourishing, if you will, on planetary and 
human health instead of a growth-based 
material and extractive economy. These 
ideas form the basis for Kate Raworth’s 
“Doughnut Economics,” which I highly 
recommend, if you’ve not experienced 
her book, Ted Talk and ongoing work. But 
I couldn’t just focus on the wrongs of our 
economy. It felt too transactional after the 
latest and ongoing brutal and racist mass 
murders of innocent children and adults. 
Our souls are in a fragile state. We have 
lost Love (my “L”) and Reverence (Judy’s 
“R”) for the planet and each other, and I’m 
stricken by a grief that is inconsolable.

We humans are stuck. We are a messy 
and beautiful species desperately afraid of 
the increasing chaos around us, trapped by 
our own design. As Yuval Noah Harrari 
purports in his book “Sapiens,” we 
imagined/created this human civilization, 
thus we are fully capable of re-imagining 
and co-creating a new one. Today our 
survival depends on the extraction of 
fossil fuels and other natural resources to 
support our perception of what it means 
to be comfortable. We won’t control who 
has access to guns to take lives, but we 
will control women’s bodies forcing 
them to deliver alone, new lives into an 
unsafe and under-resourced world. This 
social control is being doled out by a tiny 
minority of cowardly politicians serving a 
tiny minority of people who control all of 
our resources. No rocket to Mars can save 
us. It’s time to save ourselves.

What can we do to shift our mindsets 

to include the L’s and Judy’s Rs? When 
were you taught about Interdependence, 
Mutuality, Thriveability and Symbiosis? 
Where can we share and collaborate on 
these ideas with our kids, colleagues and 
friends? I’d love to hear your thoughts; 
email me at canter.nadine@gmail.com. 

I close with a poem from a blogger I 
follow:

Why is nature so important?
By Carrie Ann Moss

Because—
We are nature.
We are reflected in the trees the soil the 

ocean the lakes the grass
The wildlife
The everything.
We are nature.
We are not concrete and systems
And buildings,
We are what’s underneath,
And swirling all around.
We are the heartbeat of this world.
Collectively we are the breath, the heart 

and the soul of humanity.
Place your feet on the earth
Lie down on her
Become one with her
And listen

—————
Nadine Canter has spent more than 

three decades studying and working on 
environmental issues as a community 
organizer, cultural translator and storyteller. 
To learn more: wooddragonadvising.org 
and newperennials.org.

No justice without literacy

Be proactive to successfully coexist with bears
VERMONT — The Vermont 

Fish and Wildlife Department is 
receiving reports this spring from 
across the state of black bears 
seeking food in yards, outbuildings 
and livestock enclosures, and the 
department urges Vermonters to 
take proactive steps for safely 
coexisting with bears.

“Bears — and people — are 
at risk when bears spend time in 
human-dominated landscapes,” 
said the Vermont Fish and Wildlife 
Department’s bear project leader 
Jaclyn Comeau. “Every time a bear 
finds an easy meal of birdseed, 
compost or unsecured garbage, 
they are learning a dangerous 
association between people and 
food. Coexisting with bears starts 
with Vermonters taking proactive 
steps to help keep bears wild.”

Today, Vermont is home to a 
stable bear population estimated at 
4,600 to 5,780, almost four times 
the state’s estimated population of 
1,200 to 1,500 bears in 1975. In 
Vermont, habitat loss, earlier spring 
weather due to climate change, and 
increasing development and human 
encroachment into remote areas can 
increase the odds of bears crossing 
paths with people.

In these situations, potential food 
sources for bears including bird 
feeders, compost, or unsecured 
garbage can encourage bears to 
spend more time near homes or 
other development, bringing bears 
and people into conflict.

Many conflicts between bears 
and people can be prevented 
with some easy, proactive steps. 
The department recommends 
Vermonters follow these strategies 
for safely coexisting with Vermont’s 
healthy black bear population:

• Take down bird feeders until 
December. Vermonters can attract 
birds by planting bird-friendly 
native plants instead, according 
to Audubon’s Native Plants for 
Birds Program.

• Make garbage inaccessible. 
Store garbage in a secure structure 
and a bear-proof container. 
The department’s website has 
instructions for bear-proofing a 
garbage container.

• Dispose of garbage 
frequently. Vermonters with pick-
up services should wait until 
the morning of pick-up to put 
garbage out.

• Demand bear-proof 
dumpsters for your community. 

• Compost responsibly. Follow 
the steps for composting in bear 
country on the department’s 
website. Compost needs to be 
three parts brown materials to 
one part kitchen scraps, turned 
frequently, and kept in a sturdy 
tumbler or bin.

• Use electric fencing to keep 
chickens and bees safe. Fences 
need to be 4,000-6,000 volts, 
tested regularly, and baited. 
The department’s website has 
guidance for bear-proofing 
chicken and bee enclosures.

• Clean your grill after every use.
• Make bears feel 

uncomfortable in your yard. Safe 
methods are yelling, banging 
pots and pans, or use other noise 
devices from inside your house. 
Never shoot a bear to scare it. 
Even BBs can seriously injure 
bears.

• Please report your bear 
encounters to Vermont Fish & Wildlife. 
Use the black bear incident report 
tab on the department’s website 
or contact your local game 

COEXISTING WITH BEARS has become an essential skill in parts of 
Vermont. Bird feeders, compost, unsecured garbage, and other food 
sources left out during the warm months when bears have emerged 
from their dens are a serious source of risk to bears, potentially 
encouraging them to spend time in human dominated landscapes. 
Following the recommended steps below can help keep both you and 
the bears safe.

Photo/Vermont Fish & Wildlife

warden. These reports allow us 
to help you prevent future bear 
incidents.  They also give the 
department information to help 
all Vermonters better coexist 
with bears.

“Following these steps can 
save bears’ lives, and help 
protect you, your neighbors, and 
your property,” said Comeau, 
adding that Vermonters can visit 
the department’s living with 

black bears web page for more 
information. “Please do your part to 
be a good neighbor and help keep 
Vermont’s bears wild!”
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By JOHN FLOWERS
BRISTOL — The 103 members 

of the Mount Abraham Union High 
School class of 2022 were urged 
on Saturday to use the resilience, 
compassion and patience forged 
through the tumult of more than two 
years of pandemic pandemonium 
to make the world a better place.

Mount Abe Principal Shannon 
Warden, speaking at the first mask-
free commencement ceremony 
since 2019, noted this year’s 
graduates hadn’t experienced a 
“normal” academic year since 9th 
grade.

 “The second semester of your 
senior year bookends your first 
year of high school with relative 
normalcy, but those two and a half 
years in between were incredibly 
grueling, and challenging,” she 
told the graduates as they basked 
in the glow of an adoring crowd 
assembled under a massive tent as 
the sun shone bright on a Mount 
Abe campus that had weathered its 
share of storms during the past nine 
months.

Students persevered through 
remote learning, masking, 
quarantines and the cancellation 
of myriad events, but came out 
the other side as stronger people, 
according to Warden.

“You have learned that life 
throws curve balls, sometimes 
daily, and that you need to learn 
how to be flexible, patient and 
understanding,” she said.

It would have been easy for these 
students to become introverted and 
self-serving — but that wasn’t 
the pattern, according to Warden. 
Instead, many students spent the 
pandemic seeking to help others 
while thinking of themselves as 
part of a collective that was bigger 
than the sum of its parts.

For example, members of the 
class of 2022 joined faculty and 
staff in offering candy inducements 
for students to wear their masks. 
They did this voluntarily before 
school, during breaks, lunches and 
after school.

Members of the class also 
urged school administrators to 
acknowledge on graduation day 
that the Mt. Abe property had been 
a gathering spot for indigenous 
peoples.

“A great deal of thought 
and effort was put into this 
acknowledgement and while I 
am proud that our students are 
graduating today as informed, 
capable and well-rounded global 

citizens as I just demonstrated, 
what really resonates with me is 
that, on a day that is supposed to be 
all about them, they were thinking 
of others,” Warden said.

One of those who requested 
that acknowledgement was Carter 
Monks, president of the Class of 
2022. Monks’s peers chose him to 
be student speaker at Saturday’s 
graduation.

Monks continued with the 
indigenous people’s theme in his 
speech. He noted the Navajo people 
have a philosophy that is grounded 
in the idea of “walking in beauty,” 
which allows one to work past fear.

“This in turn provides access to 
the four oppositions of fear, these 
being joy, happiness, confidence 
and peace. In the ways of the 
Navajo people, these four feelings 
are the essence to the purpose of 
life,” Monks told his classmates. 
“And as we each find purpose in 
our lives, we would be wise to walk 
in that beauty and reach our highest 
potentials.”

He said this year’s graduates will 
find power and strength through 
two key things in life: curiosity and 
community.

Monks said curiosity represents 
a commitment to lifelong learning. 
But he urged his peers to ensure 
their curiosity is without self-
imposed limitations.

“The curiosity I am really asking 
that we strive for is about living 
our lives free of preconceived 
notions that trap us with a lack of 
imagination and inclusion,” he 
said. “We must learn, and live with 
an open mind to new ideas, beliefs, 
experiences, and people. This does 
not mean we have to agree with 
or enjoy these new concepts, but 
we must at least be curious about 
them.”

Monks stressed the importance 
the Mount Abe community played 
in helping carry students through 
the challenging pandemic years.

“Each and every one of us here are 
part of what makes our collective 
Mt. Abe community so special and 
vibrant,” he said. “As they say, it 
takes a community to raise a child, 
and we are highly fortunate to have 
been raised by this community 
here… A challenge for us going 
forward is to become effective 
members of our community and to 
help ensure that it remains special 
for those that follow us.”
LIKE GROWING TREES

The class of 2022 selected 
English teacher Addie Thompson 

to be their faculty commencement 
speaker.

Thompson used her time at 
the podium to teach her students 
one last, heartfelt lesson — about 
metaphors. And her metaphor on 
this day was likening members 
of this year’s graduating class to 
fledgling trees battling for the air, 
sunshine and root purchase in at-
times inhospitable soil.

She drew inspiration for her 
speech from a once-scruffy blue 
spruce tree her parents planted 
33 years ago on their front lawn, 
where it’s been battling other trees 
for space. Though imperfect, the 
spruce has been able to flourish 
because it has grown toward the 
sunlight.

“We aren’t much different 
from this tree,” Thompson told 
the graduates. “Our roots grow 
deep and strong into the earth of 
these five towns. And in many 
ways, we have been growing in 
an inhospitable environment. The 
world is beautifully flawed, and 
the past few years have certainly 
shown us the cracks in humanity 
that are not all that pretty. But, here 
you are. Still reaching towards the 
light. Still growing where you were 
planted.”

She noted the spruce tree hasn’t 
been content with the limited 
space it was once afforded. So, 
too, should the young graduates 
strive to improve their lot in life.

“Like the blue spruce tree which 
continues stretching further and 
further from its roots, you must 
allow yourself to grow in order 
to survive. To keep testing the 
limits of what you think yourself 
capable of,” Thompson exhorted. 

Above all, Thompson urged 
members of the class of 2022 to 
share what inspires them.

“Let the thing that brings you 
towards the light be a source of 
light for someone else,” she said, 
“because that’s how we change the 
world. With many people helping 
one another through the darkness. 
After all, logic tells us that many 
voices are harder to silence than 
one, many hands make the task 
tenable and many minds make 
the ideas meaningful. Besides, it 
takes a lot of branches to make a 
tree, many paths to make a life, 
and many moments to fill it with 
beauty.”

John Flowers is at johnf@
addisonindependent.com.

Mt. Abe graduates 103 students

MEMBERS OF THE Mount Abraham Union High School Class of 2022 toss their caps in the air and congregate on campus following 
commencement exercises on Saturday.

Photos by Buzz Kuhns

BEFORE THE HANDING out of diplomas, Evan Jennison offered 
Saturday’s commencement crowd a nice rendition of the song 
“Ripple” by the Grateful Dead.

AT THE START of the Mount Abe graduation, Eli Burgess, George Collette and Madeline Donaldson, 
officers for the class of 2022, welcomed those assembled for Saturday’s commencement ceremony under 
a large tent on campus.

SATURDAY’S GRADUATION CEREMONY at Mount Abe was festive and offered friends and classmates 
many opportunities to say “goodbye and good luck.”

MEMBERS OF THE Mount Abe a cappella group “Sweet Transition” harmonize for a version of the Ben 
Rector song “Brand New” as a lead-in to the presentation of diplomas on Saturday.
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By KATIE FUTTERMAN
MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 

Union High School’s departing 
senior class celebrated years 
of adaptability and a future of 
leadership at graduation this 
past Saturday, June 11. The 
commencement ceremony had 
some things in common with 
graduation rituals experienced 
by the older siblings or parents 
of the 120 seniors decked out in 
mortarboards and tassels.

But there was an unusual moment 
— a nice touch of community 
shared by everyone in the 
Memorial Sports Center just after 
the Pledge of Allegiance — when 
Student Council Co-Presidents Ivy 
Doran and Genevieve Dora invited 
the crowd to open the ceremony 
with the not-so-traditional singing 
of “Happy Birthday” to graduate 
Tristan Allen Stearns. 

The crowd happily joined in and 
belted out the entire song.

Principal Justin M. Campbell 
then took the stage to commend 

the class for its extraordinary 
leadership abilities. 

“You have led our school with 
grace, strength of character, and 
dignity in a year when schools 
across our state, and the country, 
have been plagued with TikTok 
inspired chaos,” he said.

In a time when important school 
traditions were at risk of being 
washed out by the COVID-19 
pandemic, Campbell credited the 
class with helping to “reestablish 
a positive school culture in the 
face of tremendously challenging 
times.”

Senior Holly Staats took the 
stage to challenge her classmates to 
reconsider the pursuit of greatness 
that is so often pushed upon them.

The pursuit of greatness, she 
said, “inflates egos and causes us to 
lose sight of the people and things 
in our lives that truly give it value.”

Instead of quantifying 
achievements, as she admits she 
did for much of high school, Staats 
urged her classmates to consider 

greatness through their character. 
“The ability to leave a legacy 

doesn’t require greatness, nor 
does the world need saving by 
individuals who are great. I think it 
just needs goodness,” she said. 

Staats closed by replacing the 
word greatness for goodness in the 
same “Twelfth Night” quote that 
she had opened with, which made 
it read, “Some are born good, some 
achieve goodness, and some have 
goodness thrust upon them.”

She thanked her family, friends 
and teachers for having thrust 
goodness upon her the past four 
years, and made a goal to pursue 
such “goodness” in the future. 

Classmate Sophie Larocque 
opened her speech by mentioning 
that she had written the majority 
of it on her notes app on the 

school bus coming back from a 
sporting event and joked about the 
resourcefulness that high school 
had taught her. 

Larocque highlighted the 
adaptability that the students 
had grown in the past few years 
and encouraged a future of such 
adaptability in an unpredictable 
world. 

“The beauty of trusting 
tomorrow is that we can live 
at peace in the moment we are 
in without pondering the worst 
possible scenario, and this allows 
for adaptability,” she said. 

Students’ goodness and 
adaptability were evident in the 
sheer number of awards and 
scholarships granted in the time that 
followed. Of the 120 graduates, 10 
graduated Summa Cum Laude, 15 

graduated Magna Cum Laude and 
17 graduated Cum Laude. 

Superintendent Peter Burrows 
also recognized MUHS teachers 
Carl Engvall and Deb Karpak, 
as well as Assistant Principal 
Catherine Dieman, who are all 
retiring this year. 

“Class of 2022, we need you,” 
Burrows told the students. “The 
world you embraced is not the one 
of the 1950s that seemed so stable 
and tightened.”

He encouraged the class to 
refrain from floating along after 
graduation and instead take 
initiative toward creating solutions. 
Burrows also took the opportunity 
to give a special shout out to his 
son Zachariah Burrows, a member 
of the graduating class who he 
later got to hug during the diploma 

presentation.
Each student had their photo 

taken in front of a Middlebury 
graduation backdrop before going 
up to receive their diploma and, of 
course, switching the tassel on their 
caps. 

Middlebury high school graduation full of ‘goodness’ & adaptability

SATURDAY MORNING WAS the culmination of years of work by Middlebury Union High School seniors, who graduated in a Memorial Sport 
Center ceremony that include all the usual highlights. Above, before the ceremony kicked off speaker and 2022 graduate Holly Staats pals 
around with Henry Swan and other classmates outside the arena.

Independent photos/John S. McCright
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By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — On June 10 

a happy crowd in the Vergennes 
Union High School gymnasium 
helped send 61 graduates off to their 
destinies. All of them were veterans 
of lots of mask wearing, and hybrid 
and virtual learning thanks to 
COVID-19.

They had worn those masks while 
performing plays, attending classes, 
playing sports and riding buses 
until mid-March, when mandates 
were lifted. Speakers at the Friday 
evening ceremony touched on how 
COVID had affected the class since 
February 2020. 

Senior Olivia Brooks, elected 
to talk on behalf of the class (she 
joked she was chosen because “I 
never stop talking”) said it was hard 
to recall the last time the class was 
together in one place. 

“I’m sure you’re all sick of 
hearing about the pandemic, but 
there is no way to discuss the 
experiences of this class without 
talking about it,” Brooks said. 

“There were so many bonding 
experiences we missed out on 
because of COVID. Sporting 
events were closed to spectators. 
We weren’t allowed to gather in 
the auditorium … Even so we 
tried to make the most of our 
experience. We hosted an outdoor 
prom at homecoming. We walked 
seven-and-a-half miles in the rain 
in support of HOPE’s poverty 
outreach program.”

But Brooks said the seniors made 
the best of the hand they were dealt. 

“Despite these obstacles I’d say 
we did pretty well in remaining 

united,” she said. “The Class of 
2022 has risen above the chaos and 
come out stronger than ever.”

Brooks also said that, despite 
what older generations might think, 
her class has worked hard.

“When we were in hybrid learning 
so many students in my class spent 
their days off not lounging around 
on the couch, but working eight-
hour days. In fact, when we had the 
option to come back to school full-
time last year, the biggest reason 
students were against it is because 
students needed to keep working.”

Brooks added, “Because of these 
real-world experiences I know 
without a doubt that his class is 
ready for their next steps forward.”

Senior Alisdair Chauvin, whose 
mission was to deliver a challenge 
to the VUHS Class of 2023, spoke 
of perseverance and resilience, 
starting with that of his classmates. 

“These past few years have 
required great strength from each 
and every one of us,” Chauvin said. 
“I’m proud to say I fought the battle 
with all of you.”

In general, Chauvin said he has 
seen the class “maturing into a 
group of adults during a global 
pandemic.”

His challenge to the next 
graduates:

“To endeavor through the trials 
and tribulations of life, to empathize 
with their classmates around them. 
When there seems to be no light at 
the end of the tunnel, I challenge 
you all to persevere, to find the 
guidance inside yourselves. You all 
are the masters of your own destiny 
as you enter the next chapter as 
seniors at VUHS.”

Although President Ian 
Henderson is the official leader of 
the Class of ’22 and read students’ 
names as they received diplomas, 
according to senior Rhode Miguel 
in her turn at the podium the class 

also has royalty. 
Miguel took to the stage with a 

shiny silver crown perched on her 
mortarboard to read a poem written 
by her sister, freshman Tryphene 
Miguel. 

“My name is Rhode Miguel. The 
queen,” she said.

Before reading the poem, which 
her sister wrote for the school’s 
May 4 Social Justice Festival, 
Miguel, the only Black member of 
the senior class, had a message for 
her mother. 

“I want to thank you, Mom, for 
teaching me to be a confident Black 
woman,” Miguel said to cheers 
and applause. “My mom taught me 
my skin tone is beautiful. My skin 
tone is amazing. This is why I am 
(telling) the crowd, to make her 
happy, and to show her, yes, I am 
the queen.”

The class chose two other 
speakers. One was their former 
middle school English teacher 
Matt Saraca, who taught at VUHS 
between 2012 and 2019. Saraca 
recalled meeting the seniors in 
August 2016 as 7th-graders and 
saying goodbye to them on 8th-
grade step-up day in June 2018.

He brought with him letters the 
seniors had written to themselves 
and given to him as they left middle 
school, to be returned as they 
graduated.

“These letters represent who you 
were then. They’re from a different 
time. In fact, these letters are time 
travel in the only way we can really 
experience it,” Saraca said. “Your 
past has come to talk to you in the 
present.”

Saraca suggested that if one 
looked at the present from a future 
perspective one might be able to 
realize how one could appreciate the 
now more fully, “to make the better 
choice your future self made,” as he 
put it.

“We are here right now. We’ve 
been sent back. It is back in 2022. 
You are seniors about to graduate. 
And you out there, you’re back, too, 
proud families about to celebrate 
an amazing accomplishment,” he 
said. “We did travel back from our 
distant potential future. It’s not too 
late. We can do it better this time. 
Or at least I suggest to you we could 
look at life this way more often.”

Certainly, the class has 
accomplished plenty.

Principal Ed Cook introduced 
senior Taylor Stearns, who unfurled 
his state wrestling championship 
banner. Many seniors have also 
contributed to successful soccer, 
basketball, softball and track teams, 
or performed in the well-regarded 
school band and chorus, or in well-
received theatrical productions 
(even with masks). 

Two seniors graduated Summa 
Cum Laude (Michael Serpico and 
Paul Thurber), 16 earned Magna 
Cum Laude, 11 were Cum Laude, 
12 earned induction into the 
National Honor Society, five were 
members of the National Technical 
Honor Society, and one belonged to 
the National Arts Honor Society. 

Senior Audrey Scribner, who 
gave the welcoming address, said 
the seniors could not have done 
all that without the support of their 
parents, other family members, and 
the VUHS teachers and staff. 

“I would like to start off by 
thanking everyone who has stood 
by our sides for the last four years,” 
she said.

Scribner also said the seniors 
welcomed all those who came to 
see them on the milestone evening.

“Thank you for coming to 
experience the end of an old chapter 
and the start of a new one for us. We 
appreciate your support you have 
given us.”

VUHS sends seniors into the future

IN VERGENNES ON Friday, June 10, the atmosphere was light and celebratory as student held a mask-free commencement ceremony, just 
like in the before times. Families applauded graduates, those in the know gave words of advice, students picked up their diplomas and some 
even decorated the mortarboards.

Independent photos/Steve James

TAYLOR STEARNS

RHODE MIGUEL

ALEX RICE & MYKENZIE DUFFY

FORMER TEACHER MATT SARACA

AMY MAY VISSER & JORDAN PAUL VISSER
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By JOE McVEIGH
SALISBURY — Last 

Wednesday, June 8, a sunny 
evening at Branbury Beach 
on Lake Dunmore, some 60 
Middlebury Union High School 
near-graduates entered 15 craft of 
various degrees of seaworthiness 
into the senior raft race. 

Each team was given four 
55-gallon drums with which 
to construct a raft. On vessels 
sporting names such as “Usain 
Boat,” “The Big Dripper” and 
“Ship for Brains” the celebrating 
teens plowed into the water. 

After initial time trials and a 

pair of semi-finals, the two fastest 
teams took to the water for the 
finals. It was a furious race, the 
boys taking off at speed, but the 
girls keeping right up. A collision 
at the turning buoy slowed both 
rafts, but the boys on “Do It 
For Luke” appeared to have the 
victory. 

However the Rules Committee 
maintained that the boys in “Do 
It For Luke” had failed to make 
the turn around the final buoy. But 
the committee also ruled that the 
girls in “The Friend Ship” had 
obstructed the opposing raft. 

In a self-described “spineless 

decision,” Rules Committee Chair 
Sean Farrell declared both boats 
Co-Champions! 

The boys of “Do It For Luke” 
were Noah Berg, Greg Wilhelm, 
Jae Davis and Henry Carpenter. 
The girls of “The Friend Ship” 
were Ivy Doran, Fairley Olson, 
Zoe Noble and Hannah Turner. 

In the consolation race, the girls 
of “AARH” won out over the boys 
of “Blood, Sweat, and Cheers.” 
Rather than suffer an ignominious 
defeat, the 4th-place boys opted to 
go down with their ship and left 
the beach in water-logged formal 
wear.

MUHS seniors go out with a splash

BURLINGTON 
— The University 
of Vermont (UVM) 
Extension Farm 
Viability Program 
is seeking Vermont 
farmers who want 
to explore business 
needs, improve 
basic business 
management skills 
and share ideas as 
part of a monthly 
discussion group.

The Farmer Peer-
to-Peer Discussion 
Cohort 2022 is a free, 
12-month program 
for qualifying farms 
with a value-added product or 
retail component. The group will 
meet once a month for a three- to 
four-hour session that will include 
a tour of a member’s farm or 

agribusiness and 
discussion on relevant 
business topics. 
Participants will have 
the option of attending 
the discussion via 
Zoom.

The kick-off 
meeting and first tour 
is June 23 at a farm and 
co-packing facility 
in Randolph. Lunch 
will be provided. 
Farmers should 
contact Betsy Miller, 
UVM Extension Farm 
Viability Program 
coordinator, at betsy.
miller@uvm.edu or 

(800) 287-1552, ext. 252, by June 
20 if interested in attending to 
learn more about the group.

Farmers also may apply to 
join the cohort at go.uvm.edu/

fvp-form. Topics and locations 
for future sessions will be 
decided by the group and based 
on their interests, availability and 
geographic disbursement.

Sessions will be facilitated 
by Miller and Rose Wilson, 
an agricultural enterprises 
consultant. Possible discussion 
topics and business coaching will 
cover a range of topics, among 
these, financial management, 
sales, staffing issues, operational 
efficiencies, market analysis, 
new market opportunities and 
succession planning.

The discussion group is 
funded by the Vermont Housing 
Conservation Board in partnership 
with UVM Extension. To request a 
disability-related accommodation 
to participate, contact Christi 
Sherlock at (866) 860-1382, ext. 
200.

Farmer peer to peer group program set
The group 
will meet once 
a month for 
a three- to 
four-hour 
session that 
will include 
a tour of a 
member’s farm 
or agribusiness 
and discussion 
on relevant 
business 
topics.

RATHER THAN GO down to defeat In “Blood, Sweat and Cheers,” Nicolai Luksch and Brian Whitley, 
dressed formally for the occasion, choose to bow out with a splash. 

Photos by Joe McVeigh HANNAH TURNER AND Zoe Noble propel “The Friend Ship” to an early round victory over the “Red 
Rocket” in a time trial at the Senior Raft Race last week.

SENIORS HENRY CARPENTER, Jae Davis, Noah Berg and Greg Wilhelm paddle in after a blistering 
preliminary heat of the MUHS Senior Raft Race on June 8.

AFTER AN ATTEMPT in an earlier heat of the raft race proved unsuccessful, Henry Swan experiments 
with a new form of propulsion. He did not win the competition.

ZORA DUQUETTE-HOFFMAN, Holly Staats and Sasha Meyers sink into the lake as they find their 
substitute vessel less than seaworthy. Their original entry, made of recycled insulation materials, was 
ruled ineligible to race because of concerns about the Styrofoam content.
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                   20% OFF20% OFF
All  All  FlashlightsFlashlights
& Multitools& Multitools

Now Thru 6/19/22 Now Thru 6/19/22 
Father’s Day Father’s Day Father’s Day 

Sale prices valid on in-stock items only, 
while supplies last. Can’t be combined 

with any other offer or coupon.

Let Dad 
pick his own 
present with           

a gift
card!

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
     388 Exchange Street Open

7 days

www.MiddleburyAgway.com

802-388-4937
Mon. - Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4

Redmond included those two 
latter changes in the budget he 
proposed to the council at the 
meeting (see story on Page 3A).

Redmond said on Wednesday he 
is responsible for overseeing the 
department and making changes 
but would await feedback from the 
community and council on the final 
report before taking further action. 

The council has two weeks 
left to make final a budget and 
the municipal tax rate needed to 
support it for the next fiscal year. 
Redmond’s draft budget calls 
for no increase in the current 91-
cent city portion of the tax rate 
and a roughly $14,000 reduction 
in police spending, from about 
$955,000 to around $941,000.

Councilors had expected a 
representative of the IACP to 
present draft findings on Tuesday, 
but Redmond said scheduling 
conflicts prevented a representative 
from attending.

Instead, the report draft will be 
available on Friday, June 17, he 
said, and the council will review 
it at its June 21 meeting. At the 
conclusion of Tuesday’s discussion 
Redmond agreed to provide the 
report to all councilors and, in 
Mayor Matt Chabot’s words, “all 
interested parties,” including the 
Independent, as soon as possible.

Redmond said IACP had gone 
over recommendations with him 
late last week. Among those 
from after the group’s months of 
reviewing internal practices and 
interviewing department members, 
city officials and community 
stakeholders were:

• Not filling a vacancy created 
when an officer resigned in 2020.

• In Redmond’s words, 
considering “single-officer 

shifts vs. double-officer shifts” 
and shortening coverage hours, 
currently 7 a.m. to 2 a.m., with an 
officer on call the rest of the time.

• Sharing a position with city 
hall on a 50-50 basis to reduce 
the department’s administrative 
burden.

• Training civilians to perform 
routine tasks such as fingerprinting 
job applicants. 

There was pushback from 
Councilor Mel Hawley, former 
council member David Austin and 
one citizen.

Hawley and Austin said the delay 
in the report meant the council 
had little time to consider options 
before it had to make budgetary 
decisions, nor did the community 
have much of a chance to weigh in. 

“There was a reasonable 
expectation when we went into this 
we would have this information in 
February,” Hawley said, adding, 
“Here we are, June 14, just 16 days 
left in the fiscal year, and we don’t 
have a report on police staffing.”

Redmond said the delay, in part, 
was due to a council decision to 
ask IACP not to visit to conduct 
interviews during the run-up 
to the March sewer bond vote, 
which in turn created “scheduling 
difficulties for them” that held up 
research and the timely production 
of a final report. “It’s not just on 
them,” he said.

Some familiar arguments 
then emerged, especially when 
Redmond mentioned the high cost 
of the department and the need for 
spending elsewhere.

Hawley said what the report 
appears to be recommending 
would be “moving backwards” for 
the department, community and 
officer safety and officer retention.

“If the community wants a 

recreation coordinator, we get a 
recreation coordinator,” Hawley 
said. “What I want is a safe 
community, number one. I also 
want our officers to be safe.”

Redmond said the report, 
prepared by police veterans, 
took that issue into account, and 
Vergennes had to make choices. 

“We not only have two officers 
on per shift, which is similar to 
something that Burlington or South 
Burlington has. But I’d like to have 
some community conversations 
about does it make sense in 2022, 
with a low crime rate, which 
Vergennes has … does it make 
sense to operate the hours that we 
operate?” Redmond said.

“They are a really fine force. 
They are professional. They are 
well trained. We are really lucky to 
have them,” Redmond added. “At 
the same time we are a city with 
limited funds, limited resources.”

Redmond also announced the 
police officers’ union had just 
agreed to a new contract calling 
for a 10% raise over one year, with 
a three-year pact on an upgraded 
health plan. The sides will work 
on a longer pay deal later this year, 
he said, while the raise brings city 
police salaries in line with other 
agencies in the region. 

Chabot said further discussion 
on changes could wait until all 
had a chance to absorb the full 
report.

“The entire council decided that 
we do need to look at all aspects, 
workload, staffing, coverage. And 
I felt decided we were going to 
bring in an outside observer with 
more experience than we have in 
policing matters,” the mayor said. 
“And I think the council will take 
guidance from that report, which I 
think was the expectation.” 

Vergennes
(Continued from Page 1A)

MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 
police responded to a Bakery Lane 
apartment on June 8 on a report of 
a suicidal man. 

Police said the man agreed to 
voluntarily turn over his firearms 
to police for safekeeping while 
seeking help from the Counseling 
Service of Addison County.

In other action last week, 
Middlebury police:

• Received, from a local 
resident, a tip about a phone scam 
on June 6.

• Received a request to help 
Vermont State Police find a vehicle 
that had been involved in a crash 
on Route 125 in Ripton on June 6.

• Logged a report of a landlord 
entering an East Main Street 
apartment without the tenant’s 
permission on June 6.

• Responded to a report that 
someone had stolen a truck from 
the SLC Corporation and had taken 
it on a “joy” ride before crashing it 
in a ditch on Route 7 South on June 
6.

• Were informed on June 6 
that someone had vandalized the 
Aurora School’s chicken coop off 

unattended suitcase that had been 
found June 9 in the Marble Works 
complex.

• Received a complaint about a 
Volkswagen allegedly speeding on 
Three Mile Bridge Road on June 8.

• Were informed Hannaford 
Supermarket had received 
suspected counterfeit money from 
a customer on June 9.

• Assisted a local resident who 
reported being harassed by two 
people in the Mary Hogan Drive 
area on June 9.

• Checked on the welfare of a 
man seen sleeping in the grass off 
Court Street on June 9.

• Assisted Vermont State Police 
in evaluating a person believed to 
be driving under the influence of 
drugs on June 9.

• Responded to a report of a 
customer allegedly driving away 
from Champlain Valley Fuels 
on Exchange Street on June 10 
without having paid for gas. Police 
determined the man hadn’t realized 
his credit card payment hadn’t been 
accepted.

• Continued an investigation 
on June 10 into illicit drug sales in 
town.

• Searched in vain for an alleged 
rabid fox in the Weybridge Street 
area on June 10.

• Dealt with a drunken man 
riding a bike in the Court Street 
Extension area on June 10.

• Arrested Stephan Belanger, 
28, of Middlebury for violating his 
conditions of release in the Court 
Street areas on June 10. Police 
said Belanger was due to appear in 
Addison Superior Court, criminal 
division, on June 13.

• Received a report that a 
vehicle had been stolen from the 
Shaw’s Supermarket parking lot of 
Washington Street on June 10.

• Assisted a local resident in 
protecting themselves against scam 
technology on June 11.

• Assisted a local resident with 
a landlord-tenant concern on June 
11.

• Responded to a report of a 
vandalized vehicle in the Exchange 
Street area on June 11.

• Assisted a Porter Hospital 
employee with a court-related 
question on June 11.

• Responded to a report of a 
man shouting in a Court Street 
business’s parking lot on June 11.

• Responded to a noise 
complaint in the South Street area 
on June 11. Police said it stemmed 
from a loud event being held on the 
Middlebury College campus.

• Responded to a report of an 
intoxicated person in the Court 
Street area one June 12.

• Assisted Middlebury Regional 
EMS on a medical call on June 12.

Police Log
Middlebury

Police respond to suicidal man

Peterson Terrace.
• Referred Counseling Service 

of Addison County officials to 
a local caller who appeared to 
be experiencing mental health 
difficulties on June 6.

• Responded to a report that a 
Bobcat utility vehicle had been 
stolen from outside Champlain 
Valley Equipment on June 7. Police 
said the vehicle was soon found 
abandoned at a different location 
in Middlebury.

• Investigated a report of 
reckless driving in the Seminary 
Street area on June 7.

• Took a baby raccoon found 
on Three Mile Bridge Road to a 
wildlife rehabilitation center on 
June 8.

• Received, from a local resident 
on June 8, two old guns that the 
owner didn’t want anymore.

• Returned, to its owner, an 

ERIKA DUNYAK AND Danielle Pattavina will soon open Schmetterling Wine shop, one of three 
businesses that have landed startup grants to fill vacant storefronts in downtown Middlebury.

Photo courtesy of Erika Dunyak and Danielle Pattavina

tourists and college students.
A third startup business has been 

awarded a $15,000 Kick Start 
assist: Calvi’s, a seasonal operation 
in Frog Hollow Alley that will 
offer hard and soft ice cream as 
well as crepes, via window service. 
Calvi’s is Helen Hall’s homage to 
an old-fashioned ice cream parlor 
that once operated in downtown 
Middlebury.

“We’re thrilled to welcome 
these new businesses 
into downtown 
Middlebury,” said 
BMP Executive 
Director Karen 
Duguay. “We’re 
seeing the downtown 
come alive again 
and it’s wonderful to 
experience.”

It was last July that 
six new businesses 
were each awarded 
grants of $15,000-
$20,000 — along 
with a wide range of 
support services — to 
occupy some of the 
Middlebury storefront 
vacancies created 
by the COVID-19 
pandemic, construction on the 
downtown rail tunnel and market 
forces.

The Kick Start grants were 
made possible thanks to a total 
$120,000 provided through the 
town of Middlebury ($50,000), a 
charitable nonprofit called “Table 
21” ($50,000), Middlebury Rotary 
Club ($10,000) and an anonymous 
donor ($10,000).

Original Kick Start winners 
included Addison West, selling 
home and lifestyle products; 
Calvi’s; Midd Rock Bouldering 
Center; Middlebury Studio School; 
Sparrow Art Supply; and Your 

Home Too, a vintage and vintage-
inspired lifestyle shop.

Grant recipients had six 
months to put their businesses 
into motion. Middlebury Studio 
School, Sparrow Art Supply and 
Your Home Too followed through 
with their plans, but Midd Rock, 
Addison West and Calvi’s weren’t 
able to follow through with the 
sites they had targeted.

Midd Rock couldn’t find an 
appropriate spot.

Addison West 
continues to operate 
at Addison West at 
44 Main St. Owner 
Monique Bonner 
had sought to 
acquire a downtown 
Middlebury building. 
That deal fell through, 
and Bonner recently 
purchased a building 
in Waitsfield.

Hall had originally 
targeted a spot in 
the Marble Works 
shopping complex 
to host Calvi’s. A 
number of factors, 
including staffing 
and supply chain 
shortages, interrupted 

her original plan. The Kick Start 
committee invited Hall to reapply 
to the program for round two, 
which resulted in Calvi’s receiving 
a $15,000 grant — contingent on 
the store launching this summer, 
according to Duguay.

Calvi’s will stay open into the 
fall and will continue to look for 
opportunities to grow into the full-
service restaurant over the next 
couple of years.
SCHMETTERLING WINE 

Owned by Erika Dunyak and 
Danielle Pattavina, Schmetterling 
is billed as “a boutique natural wine 
shop.” Their application promises a 

comfortable space for customers to 
browse and ask questions in a non-
judgmental atmosphere. Pattavina 
and Dunyak say they also seek to 
provide a safe Queer space in the 
community.

“We plan to have an experienced 
staff to guide the customers’ 
selections and a curation focused 
on low-intervention production, in 
the field and in the cellar; Addison 
County wine and cider; ethical 
labor practices; and wine produced 
by women, queerfolk, and BIPOC 
makers,” the partners proclaimed.

Reached by phone, Pattavina and 
Dunyak said this will be their first 
store venture together.

Dunyak is an attorney 
specializing in small business law 
and social enterprises.

“My clients for the most part are 
food and farm clients,” she said. 
“While this is my first venture 
into the retail side of things, I 
have the back-office experience 
working with those kind (socially 
responsible retail) clients.”

Dunyak works virtually with 
a Colorado-based law firm but is 
seeking the requisite license to 
work with Vermont clients.

Pattavina has for more than 
20 years worked in a variety of 
capacities at numerous restaurants, 
bars and farms in Massachusetts, 
New York and California. She said 
she most recently owned a “Queer, 
natural wine bar” on Martha’s 
Vineyard.

Along with Schmetterling 
(German, for “butterfly”), Pattavina 
is planning a natural wine/grocery 
store in Cambridge, Mass., called 
“Mama’s.”

Dunyak and Pattavina reside 
in Shoreham and had been 
looking to launch a store together. 
Schmetterling will focus a great 
deal on the kinds of wines one 

Kick Start 
(Continued from Page 1A)

(See Middlebury, Page 15A)

“We’re thrilled 
to welcome 
these new 
businesses 
into downtown 
Middlebury. 
We’re seeing 
the downtown 
come alive 
again and it’s 
wonderful to 
experience.”

— BMP Executive 
Director

Karen Duguay
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‘Amahl’ redux

A year after a planned encore, a 

beloved opera returns to a Salis-

bury church. See Arts+Leisure.

By the way
By the way

Not quite...

The Panther men’s hockey team 

showed promise its first games, 

but fell just short. See Page 1B.

Giving
Some Bristol neighbors held a 

festive gathering that collected 

food for donation. See Page 14A.

Departing Sheldon director made his mark on local history

Brooks brought flair to museum exhibits

(See Brooks, Page 16A)

Lt. gov. first to enter

race for Congress

Shelters
fill up as
temps dip
COVID measures 

limiting capacity

(See Shelters, Page 11A)

(See Gray, Page 15A)

Mt. Abe seeks healing after threats

Officials act and students speak out

$8M Career
Center bond
in the works

(See Career Center, Page 13A)

(See Gun scare, Page 10A)

Flag displays touched off the turmoil

(See Flags, Page 9A)

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Patricia 

Hannaford Career Center (PHCC) 

directors are reviewing an $8.1 

million plan to renovate the 

Middlebury school’s Charles 

Avenue and North Campus 

buildings, in anticipation of 

presenting it to area voters as a 

bond proposal as soon as next 

March.
The bulk of the project would 

involve energy-related repairs 

and upgrades to the PHCC’s 

50-year-old main building at 51 

Charles Ave. Completed in 1971, 

this 63,000-square-foot structure 

still operates with much of its 

original heating, ventilation, air-

conditioning, electrical, plumbing 

and lighting infrastructure, 

according to PHCC Superintendent 

Dana Peterson.

The Career Center board recently 

commissioned ENE Systems Inc. 

and Energy Efficient Investments 

Inc. to audit the energy systems 

and operating costs in the school’s 

two campuses. They found many 

deficiencies and are now pitching 

a menu of solutions — including 

With COVID-19 around it’s 

more difficult for people to go 

caroling or attend a Messiah 

sing-along. So Middlebury’s 

Town Hall Theater has found 

a way to bring the season into 

everyone’s living room — 

and raise money for hungry 

Addison County residents in the 

process. The artistic nonprofit 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Addison 

County’s two emergency homeless 

shelters are already full and 

carrying waiting lists as bone- 

chilling temperatures, sleet and 

snow once again take center stage 

in the Champlain Valley.

The Charter House Coalition 

(CHC) Emergency Shelter at 27 

North Pleasant St. in Middlebury 

has already reached its max of 24 

guests, while another 28 individuals 

are waiting in the wings in hopes 

of securing a spot, according to 

Heidi Lacey, the shelter’s top 

administrator.

Meanwhile, the eight shelter 

units at John Graham Housing & 

Services in Vergennes are also full, 

serving a total of 22 adults and 

children, according to Executive 

Director Susan Whitmore.

Like Lacey, Whitmore has noted 

a recent surge in folks seeking to 

come in from the weather. Some 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Some look 

upon history as a dispassionate 

examination of objects from a 

bygone era, their 

significance buried 

by “progress” and the 

sands of time.

That’s never been 

the case for Bill 

Brooks, who’s always 

sought to make history 

come alive.
Brooks has helmed 

Middlebury’s Henry 

Sheldon Museum of 

Vermont History for 

only 10 of its 137 

years, but his many 

contributions have 

made an immeasurable 

impact on how locals 

and visitors will 

perceive Addison 

County for many decades to come.

Brooks began as the Sheldon’s 

executive director on June 5, 2012, 

after having spent eight years as the 

development director of the Calvin 

Coolidge Memorial Foundation 

in Plymouth Notch. Now closing 

in on his 80th year, Brooks will 

soon pass the torch to the next 

steward of the Sheldon — the 

oldest community-based museum 

in the country. He’s seen a lot of 

history and wants to 

make some of his own, 

in what promises to be 

an active retirement.

“I think the Sheldon 

would benefit by new 

leadership,” Brooks 

said during a recent 

interview at the Park 

Street museum. “I’ve 

certainly enjoyed my 

10 years, but when 

you turn 80, things 

slow down a little. I 

think a younger person 

with new ideas is very 

important.”
It’s hard to imagine 

a successor topping 

Brooks’s plentiful 

ideas, which have seen him pair 

local artists, photographers, 

educators, orators and other 

creative folks with a range of 

beautiful, basic, evocative and 

quirky items in the Sheldon’s attic 

for delightfully themed exhibits.

BILL BROOKS WILL soon step down as director of the Henry Sheldon Museum of Vermont History after 

a very eventful decade. He helped bring new, vibrant exhibits to the Middlebury museum that combined 

art, history and the talents of Addison County residents. Here he stands in front of a series of miniature 

Christmas trees crafted by local residents that will be auctioned as a fundraiser for the museum.

Independent photo/John Flowers

“Having 

these various 

exhibits, two or 

three a year, 

that feature 

both history 

and art and fill 

the rooms of 

the museum, 

allows local 

visitors to come 

back and see 

new things.”

— Bill Brooks

By ANGELO LYNN

BURLINGTON — Early 

Monday morning, Vermont Lt. 

Gov. Molly Gray declared her 

candidacy for Vermont’s lone 

congressional seat being vacated 

by Congressman Peter Welch.

A lifelong Vermonter, Gray, 

37, was born and raised in South 

Newbury, Vt., on a vegetable 

and dairy farm still operated by 

her family today. She has served 

Vermont in Washington as an 

aide to Congressman Welch, 

statewide as an assistant attorney 

general and now as lieutenant 

governor. Before entering public 

office, Gray spent her career 

advocating for human rights and MOLLY  GRAY

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

BRISTOL — After almost 90% 

of students stayed away from 

Mount Abraham Union Middle/

High School on Friday, Dec. 3, 

attendance returned to almost 

normal this week, though not 

fully, Principal Shannon Warden 

said on Wednesday morning. She 

was scheduled to speak later that 

morning with a student who was 

still apprehensive about resuming 

classes.
Students, educators and 

community members this week 

were trying to make sense of an 

outburst of unrest at the Bristol 

school last week that culminated in 

a threat that a student would bring a 

weapon to school.

The Mount Abraham Unified 

School District and the Bristol 

Police Department worked late 

into the night on Thursday and 

determined that those threats were 

not credible, but by then almost all 

of the school’s parents had decided 

to keep their children home from 

school the following day.

Mount Abe instituted a ban 

on flag-related attire on Dec. 

2. Warden said in an email to 

parents that day that the ban was 

in response to a recent trend of a 

small number of students wearing 

politically themed flags or banners 

as capes. The school had initially 

permitted this activity as a form 

of self-expression, but banned 

it Thursday because it had “led 

to inappropriate, disrespectful, 

hurtful, hateful dialogue between 

students and adults.” (See “Flag 

Displays” story on this page.)

As events unfolded at Mount 

Abe, school communities around 

the country were already on edge 

after a Nov. 30 school shooting in 

Oxford, Mich., left four students 

dead and seven others wounded. 

The suspect in that case, a 15-year-

old student at the school, was 

charged with first-degree murder 

and terrorism. His parents have 

also been arrested and charged in 

the case.

By JOHN FLOWERS

BRISTOL — Only 75 of the 

650 students enrolled at Mount 

Abraham Union Middle/High 

School came to the Bristol 

school out of fear that student 

unrest the previous day could 

escalate into violence. Mount 

Abe had received a threat that 

someone would bring a weapon 

to the Bristol school.

The source of the unrest: flags, 

some worn as capes.

School officials on Friday said 

a weapon threat issued Thursday 

was traced to one student. 

Following an investigation that 

spanned into Thursday night, 

Bristol police concluded there 

was “no credible threat to the 

Mount Abraham community 

and we were safe to hold 

classes on Friday,” MAUSD 

Smile for Santa

A VERY SMALL child takes her turn having a socially distant visit with Santa and Mrs. Claus in the new park in downtown Middlebury 

this past Saturday morning. The Christmas couple sat at a safe distance while they met with youngsters during the kickoff to the Better 

Middlebury Partnership’s Very Merry Middlebury celebration. See more photos on Page 2A. Photo by Jason Duquette-Hoffman

Interested in selling the Interested in selling the Addison IndependentAddison Independent at your business?  at your business? 
Call 802.388.4944 or email frontdesk@addisonindependent.com Call 802.388.4944 or email frontdesk@addisonindependent.com 

and chat with Sadie!and chat with Sadie!

Stop by any of these 60+ locations
for your copy of Addison County’s 

award-winning community newspaper!

Meet Sadie!
Our Circulation 

Manager
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A new classicA Dickens story we know & love 
will take the stage at Town Hall 
Theater. See Arts + Leisure.

By the way
By the way

Four-peat
The Middlebury College field 
hockey team dominated the 
NCAA Final Four. See Page 1B.

’Tis the seasonLook inside to find out what’s 
going on in all the area towns in 
our 40-page Holiday Guide.

HOPE Holiday Shop readies for kids in need

(See Holiday shop, Page 14A)

(See Hunters, Page 15A)

Eagle coach leads through empowermentStetson teaches more than skills

(See Stetson, Page 11A)

Career Ctr. redefines its priorities for the future

(See Career Ctr., Page 12A)

RNESU chief Collinsretiring at year’s end
Led schools through Act 46, COVID

(See Collins, Page 7A)

(See Nuovos, Page 12A)

Local sweethearts enter
10th decade – together

Young andother newhunters bagsome bucksOne novice killed a 195-pound, 9-pointer

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Helping 
Overcome Poverty’s Effects 
(HOPE) will reopen its Holiday 
Shop to in-person browsing next 
week after a two-year hiatus forced 
by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Located at the HOPE 
headquarters at 282 Boardman St. 
in Middlebury, the Holiday Shop 

features a hefty selection of free 
toys, books, puzzles and other gift 
options for low-income residents 
who otherwise couldn’t afford to 
provide their children Christmas 
presents. Jeanne Montross, 
executive director of HOPE, said 
the shop will likely serve around 
600 Addison County children over 
the next month.

As always, area individuals, 
businesses and places of worship 
are providing key donations that 
will allow HOPE to stock the 
Holiday Shop tables with super, 
eye catching gifts for kids ages 
birth through 18.“It’s a nice community effort 

that’s coming together,” Montross 
said during a recent interview at 

the shop.Organizers promise a return 
to “near-normal” shopping 
conditions. While patrons will 
need to social distance and wear 
face coverings, they’ll be able to 
choose gifts in person. That’s a 
departure from last year, when 
COVID-19 conditions required 

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — The town 
of Middlebury is home to many 
majestic sights — including the 
Otter Creek Falls, stately places of 
worship, and rolling, verdant hills.

But one of its most endearing and 
uplifting sights is the daily stroll 
of one of the community’s most 

senior and accomplished couples. 
If you’re lucky, you’ll spot Victor 
and Betty Nuovo just about any 
morning, walking hand-in-hand 
along Main and/or Weybridge 
streets. Both 90 years old and 
married for 68 years, the Nuovos 
breathe life into the impossible 

BETTY AND VICTOR Nuovo, one of Middlebury’s most accomplished 

and cherished couples, are each celebrating a 90th birthday, with 68 

years of marriage and many accomplishments to reflect upon.
Independent photo/Angelo S. Lynn

The Addison County 
jobless rate in October was 
1.4%, representing a drop 
from the 1.8% registered 
in September, according to 
the Vermont Department of 
Labor. Meanwhile, Vermont’s 
unemployment rate remained at 
2.8% in October, according to 

By ANDY KIRKALDYADDISON COUNTY — Young 
and first-time hunters combined to 
bring 121 deer to Addison County’s 
seven wildlife reporting stations 
after going out during Youth Hunting 
Weekend on Oct. 23 and 24. 

That total was the second-highest 
for an Addison County Youth 
Hunting Weekend, trailing only 
2019’s record high of 142. Other 
annual takes ranged from a low of 
78 in 2015 to 110 in both 2017 and 
2018.

For 2020, a wrinkle Department 
of Fish and Wildlife officials 
introduced no doubt boosted 
Youth Weekend numbers. Starting 
last year and this year, F&W has 
allowed first-time deer-hunting 
license holders ages 16 and up to 
join younger hunters during Youth 
Hunting Weekend, which now 
doubles as Novice Weekend. 

Still, 2021’s total ran ahead of 
2020’s youth weekend, during 
which young and novice hunters 
brought 105 deer to one of the 
following Addison County reporting 
stations: Rack ’N Reel in New 
Haven, Vermont Field Sports in 
Middlebury, Buxton’s Store in 
Orwell, West Addison General 
Store, Lincoln General Store, Green 
Mountain Trails End in Bristol, 
and C&S Hunting Supplies in East 
Middlebury.Overall, as of the end of the 

opening weekend of the 16-day rifle 
season (Nov. 14) hunters had taken 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
BRISTOL — Kayla Bessette 

used to think there was no way 
other people could love and 
appreciate Mary Stetson the 
way she does.“And then (earlier this month) 

at our Mt. Abe Varsity Field 
Hockey Banquet, the seniors 
attempted to talk about Mary 
and everything she has taught 
them and given them,” Bessette 
told the Independent last week. 
“Through the tears the point was 
driven home that it’s not just 
me. It’s all of her players. Mary 
Stetson emulates all things 
‘Eagle Nation.’”Mary Stetson began teaching 

at Mount Abraham Union High 
School in 1982 and has coached 
field hockey there for the past 
30 years. The program she built 
at the school is legendary, and 
for the past eight years she has 
served as the New England/

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — The 
Patricia Hannaford Career Center 
is generally doing a good job, 
but should consider adding new 
courses — such as veterinary 
science, dental hygiene and 
robotics — to reflect some of the 
evolving professional interests of 
its students.Those were among the 

takeaways of a lengthy “visioning” 
process that saw career center 
students, educators, business 
partners and community members 
take a thorough look at the school’s 
offerings and solicit feedback on 
how to better tailor vocational-
technical education for Addison 
County teens and adults.That visioning process began 

during the fall of 2019, when a 
team of Patricia Hannaford Career 

By ANGELO LYNNBRANDON — After 41 years as 
an educator, including 17 years as a 
superintendent, Rutland Northeast 
Supervisory Union Superintendent 
Jeanné Collins, 63, last Friday 
announced her resignation at the 
end of this school year. She said 
her decision was prompted by a 
change in her personal life.

“It’s bittersweet. It’s hard to let 
go,” Collins said, “but I’d like a 

different work-life balance.” 
Collins is engaged to be married 

to Mike Deweese, director of 
the Vermont Superintendents 
Association Leadership Academy, 
this coming May. Collins lives 
in Shelburne and Deweese is in 
Enosburg Falls.Collins became the 

superintendent of RNESU in 
2014, a move from the Burlington 

The chicken winner is…
EDORAH FRAZER, PRINCIPAL of Starksboro’s Robinson Elementary School, presents a chicken 

to first-grader Elijah Purinton, who suggested the name — “Snowy Chicken” — that the school voted 

to submit to the Vermont Agency of Transportation’s snowplow naming contest. The chicken will 

travel from class to class as the students do things that contribute to the greatness of the school. 

See more snowplow photos from other local schools on Page 2A.

Photo by Myriah Cogswell

MOUNT ABE FIELD hockey coach Mary Stetson looks on as her team prepares for the 2021 season 

this past August. When the Eagles won their fourth Division II state championship in a row this month, 

it was the second time Stetson’s program has had a championship “four-peat” since she started 

coaching the program in 1992.

Independent photo/Steve James
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A spunky Puritan in 17th C. New 

England is the heroine of a Lincoln 
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Unbeaten
College women’s hockey grounds 

the Gulls to keep its winning 

streak alive. See Sports, Page 1B.

Graffi  ti or art?
Someone is pasting images 

around town, but where are they 

coming from? See Page 3A.

City police, Turning Point o� ering quick help to people in crisis

iPads allow for remote counseling

Vergennes seeks 
$25M sewer bond
Offi cials: It’s a great time for grants

ACSD to ask for 5.3% 

increase in spending

New canning facility could 

add 25 jobs at Aqua ViTea

Artim to leave Middlebury 

selectboard after 12 years
Could Lincoln, Ripton schools join forces?

Residents excited by the possibilities

And beverage start-ups would get help, too

(See Vergennes, Page 10A)

(See Aqua ViTea, Page 11A)

(See ACSD, Page 9A)

(See Schools, Page 11A)

(See Artim, Page 10A)

(See City police, Page 12A)

By ANDY 
KIRKALDY

VERGENNES — 

Thanks to Turning 

Point Center of 

Addison County, 

Vergennes Police 

Department offi cers 

this week have new 

tools at their disposal 

that can help citizens 

in need — two iPads.

Those tablet 

computers will 

travel with city 

police offi cers in 

their cruisers. If the 

offi cers encounter 

anyone who, in their 

judgment, would 

benefi t from a face-

to-face talk with one 

of Turning Point’s 13 

peer substance abuse 

coaches (at least one of whom is 

available 24/7) the offi cers can 

hand them one of the iPads.

A push of a 

button, and within 

60 seconds a trained 

peer coach will 

appear on the screen 

to listen and talk 

to, encourage, and 

support the person 

in a substance abuse 

crisis, according to 

Vergennes Police 

Chief George 

Merkel. 
“There are people 

we are dealing with 

that we can get to 

the coach to provide 

support and services 

(for), who need a 

coach … to help work 

through some of their 

issues, substance 

abuse or whatever 

else,” Merkel said.

Turning Point Center Executive 

Director Jennifer Mayhew said 

“They (offi cers) 

are out on the 

road, not always 

in the offi ce. The 

iPad seemed 

like a creative 

way to have 

access to people 

immediately, 

really in those 

most vulnerable 

moments when 

people are 
willing to think 

about rehab or 

treatment.” 
— Turning Point 

Executive Director 

Jennifer Mayhew

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — 

Nick Artim stepped onto 

Middlebury’s political stage a 

dozen years ago with a desire to 

do his civic duty and leave the 

community a better place for 

future generations.
He will step down from the 

Middlebury selectboard on 

March 1, having helped guide 

the town during a pandemic and 

an unparalleled investment in its 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

ADDISON COUNTY — Lincoln 

and Ripton, which voted last year 

to withdraw from their school 

districts, have begun exploring the 

idea of creating a new supervisory 

union to handle the administrative 

services they might not be able to 

afford individually.
“It’s one of the most exciting 

moments we’ve had in a long, 

embattled year, to be sitting with 

people who are really visioning 

something that is proactive 

and unique, but also still really 

supporting the values that our 

towns hold dear,” Ripton School 

District (RSD) board member 

Molly Witters told the Independent

earlier this month.
Since voting to leave the 

Addison Central School District 

last January and subsequently 

receiving the blessing of district 

member towns, Ripton has formed 

its own school district and now 

awaits a complicated decision 

by the Vermont State Board of 

Education (VSBE).
Lincoln voted in August to 

leave the Mount Abraham Unifi ed 

School District and awaits possible 

ratifi cation of district member 

communities on Town Meeting 

Day, March 1.

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Beverage 

maker Aqua ViTea is looking to 

substantially increase its canning 

capabilities, allowing it to hit a new 

gear in its kombucha production 

while also giving it the capacity to 

become a major incubator for small 

startup beverage companies.

Woodchuck Cider, a Middlebury 

industrial park neighbor, is shaping 

up as the other major player in 

this beverage-incubator venture, 

noted Aqua ViTea Founder/CEO 

Jeff Weaber. In short, Aqua ViTea 

is poised to acquire a 100-cans-

per-minute processing line from 

By ANDY KIRKALDY 

VERGENNES — With the 

expectation state and federal grants 

could pay for up to half of the 

cost, the Vergennes City Council 

on Tuesday decided to put a $25.5 

million bond proposal on the city 

ballot in March that if approved 

would fund a complete overhaul of 

the city’s troubled sewer collection 

system and treatment plant.

If city offi cials’ and consultants’ 

optimism about grant support is 

rewarded, most Vergennes sewer 

users would see an annual increase 

over the next few years from $500 

to $850 to fund bond payments, 

according to offi cial estimates.

Those bond-related increases 

would not be immediate, and most 

would be phased in as work is 

completed, according to offi cials. 

The Tuesday decision came 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — The Addison 

Central School District board on 

Monday unanimously agreed to 

present voters with a 2022-23 

budget of $41,578,089 that refl ects 

$34,594,034 in local education 

spending — a 5.3% increase 

compared to this year.

“This FY23 budget responds 

to an unprecedented educational 

environment in which the needs of 

our students and communities have 

shifted how our schools operate,” 

according to ACSD Superintendent 

Peter Burrows. “With the increased 

social and emotional needs of our 

students, we have worked to adapt 

traditional educational approaches 

to meet each student where they 

are. Much of this work at the 

budgetary level has consisted of 

shifts and increases to staffi ng in 

The Bridport Grange and 

the Addison County Farm 

Bureau have made the diffi cult 

decision to cancel their legislative 

breakfast series this winter due 

to the COVID-19 pandemic. It’s 

A moving sight
The 19th-century New 

Haven Junction Train Depot 

turns the corner from Route 7 

onto Route 17 in New Haven in 

predawn hours Wednesday, 

left, and later continues 

eastbound up the fi rst hill on 

Route 17 on its way to a new 

home on North Street. State 

offi cials said it was too close 

to the tracks for new higher-

speed passenger trains. See 

more photos on Pages 2A 

and 4A.
Photos by the Independent’s Steve 

James (above) and James Duggan of 

Vermont State Historic Sites

VERGENNES POLICE CHIEF George Merkel gives an iPad from the Turning Point Center a test run 

Tuesday. Police can give the iPad to people dealing with substance abuse issues and it will connect them 

to a quick face-to-face link with a peer recovery coach. Independent photo/Steve James
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Champlain Farms
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Jiffy Mart
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Walgreen’s
BRIDPORT:
Pratt’s Store
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Bristol Discount 

Beverage
Champlain Farms
Maplefi elds
Shaw’s
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Maplefi elds Vergennes
Vergennes Wine
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Eastview at Middlebury
Porter Hospital/Rehab
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by camping, and Charter House 
assists them when possible 
by providing equipment. The 
organization’s current donation 
wish list includes camping 
gear, such as tents, tarps, 
sleeping bags, mats, and small 
totable coolers. Also needed 
are backpacks; flashlights with 
batteries or battery operated 
lamps; umbrellas; rain gear; 
sunscreen; bug repellent; first 
aid ice packs; new or gently 
used and laundered face towels; 
hand towels, washcloths, and 
bath towels; new or gently 
used and laundered twin XL 
sheets; men’s shorts, all sizes/
types; used or new computer 
monitors, minimum 13 inches; 
desk lamps, and hose nozzles. 
Donations can be left any time 
at the shelter’s south side porch 
(facing the Middlebury Inn) at 
27 N. Pleasant St.

State revenue collections for the 
month of May reveal Vermont’s 
General Fund, Transportation 
Fund and Education Fund 
receipts in May stood at a 
combined $206.3 million, or 
17.3% above upwardly revised 
monthly consensus expectations, 
according to Secretary of 
Administration Kristin Clouser. 
General Fund revenues collected 
for the month totaled $128.1 
million — $26.9 million above 
the monthly consensus cash 
flow revenue target. The May 
numbers were driven by the 
same forces as previous months: 
a strong performance of receipts 
in the Personal Income Tax and 
revenues in the Corporate Income 
Tax. With the minor exception of 
the Estate Tax, which has lagged 
all fiscal year, every category 
contributing to General Fund 
revenue came in above target 
in May, according to Clouser. 

Revenues into the Transportation 
Fund slightly lagged monthly 
consensus expectations, bringing 
in $26.39 million in May, slightly 
below the consensus cash flow 
target estimate of $26.41 million. 
Meanwhile, Education Fund 
revenues were $3.5 million, 
or 7.3%, above the monthly 
consensus cash flow target, 
having collected $51.9 million in 
April. Year to date, the Education 
Fund has received $618.5 million, 
which is 1.8% higher than the 
consensus cash flow target.

The Middlebury Water 
Department will be flushing fire 
hydrants over the next couple of 
months. If you see a red piece of 
equipment called a “diffuser” 
on the hydrant and water 
coming from the hydrant, this 
is an indication that the water 
department is in the process of 
flushing that hydrant. Hydrants 
are flushed to get fresh water 
into lines. If you have any 
questions, please call the water 
department at 802-388-4045. 

The deadline to apply for a 
2022 Vermont moose hunting 
permit is June 22. Moose permit 
applications are available 
on the Vermont Fish and 
Wildlife Department’s website, 
vtfishandwildlife.com, for the 
hunt limited to the northeastern 
corner of the state. Sixty either-
sex moose hunting permits and 40 
antlerless moose hunting permits 
are available. The hunt is expected 
to result in a harvest of 51 to 65 
moose, or 5% of the more-than 
1,000 moose estimated to live in 
the northeastern hunting district. 
Lottery applications for hunting 
permits are $10 for residents and 
$25 for nonresidents. Winners of 
the permit lottery will purchase 
resident hunting permits for $100 
and nonresident hunting permits 

for $350. Five permits will be 
available to Vermont military 
veterans, three for “Special 
Opportunity” recipients with life-
threatening illnesses, and three 
will be auctioned in accordance 
with regulations. A drawing for 
permit winners is scheduled for 
July 20.

Despite sometimes smelling 
unsavory to humans, the scent 
wafting from food scraps 
attracts bears. With recent 
reports of bears in compost 
bins, the Addison County Solid 
Waste Management District is 
giving advice on how to keep 
your compost bear-free. A 
simple, yet effective, measure is 
to minimize the odor stemming 
from the compost area. To do 
so, simply layer “browns” on 
top of food scraps. Browns are 
any carbon-rich material like 
straw, ripped up paper, dry 
leaves, wood chips, hay and 
garden clippings. Using three 
times the number of browns 
to greens keeps the compost 
clean and odor free. Turning 
the compost frequently also 
helps promote decomposition. 
Avoid composting meat, bones, 
shellfish, grease or dairy, as 
these foods have strong smells. 
Burying food scraps can also 
prevent smells. If a bear is 
spotted next to your compost, 
be loud! If the bear has an 
unpleasant experience, it is 
unlikely to return to that area. 
An enclosed, locked bin may 
help to keep bears out; if you 
prefer to have an open pile of 
compost, consider protecting 
your pile with electric fencing. 
For more information on 
composting in bear country, 
go to vtfishandwildlife.com/
node/260.

By the way 
(Continued from Page 1A)

than four decades of experience 
drafting and negotiating policy 
from his time working at nonprofits 
and in the corporate world. 

Jen Oldham previously served on 
a Lincoln school board, from 2013 
to 2017. She has a professional 
background working in management 
for nonprofit organizations. Oldham 
is running for a two-year term. 
She brings to the board knowledge 
of governance and drafting and 
negotiating policy that has come 
from that management experience. 

The school board’s third candidate 
is newer to the area. Abby Reynolds 
moved to Lincoln with her family 
full time in the spring of 2021, from 
Nashville. Reynolds is running for 
a three-year term on the board. She 
brings years of experience working 
in education as an administrator, 
instructional leader, coach and 
classroom teacher. Reynolds has 
worked in schools throughout the 
country and currently serves as 
the K-8 literacy coordinator for 
Williston schools in the Champlain 
Valley School District. She also 
brings her perspective as a Lincoln 
parent with an elementary school-
age child, as her daughter just 
finished kindergarten at the Lincoln 
Community School. 
NEXT STEPS 

Following the elections, school 
board members have a series of 
steps to complete in forming an 
operational Lincoln school district 
as well as forming a new supervisory 
union with Ripton. The first four 
items on the board’s agenda will be: 

• Negotiating and agreeing on a 
financial exit agreement with the 
MAUSD.

• Creating a budget for the 2024 

fiscal year and having the town of 
Lincoln approve it.

• Forming an operational 
supervisory union with Ripton. 

• Hiring staff for open positions 
in the Lincoln Community School, 
Lincoln school district and the new 
supervisory union.

Forlenza said he feels confident 
about the school board’s ability to 
create a budget the town will agree 
on and fill needed staffing positions. 
What’s more of a challenge is all the 
uncertainty that comes with being 
one of a few local schools to leave a 
unified school district. 

“There are so many uncertainties, 
there’s not a lot of towns that have 
negotiated an exit agreement. While 
we think we’re philosophically in 
tune with the superintendent, there’s 
a lot of nitty gritty we need to get 
worked out and agree on,” he said. 

Reynolds said she believes the 
key to navigating this uncertainty 
will be collaboration, as school 
board members continue to work 
closely with other local groups to 
get the Lincoln School District off 
the ground. 

“I think one way to navigate that 
uncertainty is just to continue to 
engage with the Save Community 
Schools group and other people 
who have expertise and tools to 
understand this process,” said 
Reynolds. “I think collaboration 
will be huge.”

Reynolds added transparency 
and maintaining an open line of 
communication will be an important 
part of the work she and her fellow 
candidates do. 

“Something that will be important 
once there is a full school board in 
place is to really be able to provide 
information for the town of Lincoln, 

providing updates about the work 
that’s being done and giving them 
a sense of what we’re doing,” she 
said. 
LONG-TERM GOALS 

While the initial work of the 
school board will focus on the 
formation of an operational district 
before Lincoln’s scheduled July 1, 
2023, exit from the MAUSD, there 
are long-term goals the candidates 
are keeping in mind as well. One 
such goal is to expand the school 
board to five members. In order to 
do so, the town would need to vote 
first to expand the board from three 
to five members and then vote in an 
election to fill those two additional 
positions. 

Forlenza told the Independent the 
town is seeking information from 
the Secretary of State regarding 
the logistics of setting those votes 
before moving forward with plans to 
expand the board. The school board 
candidates are working closely with 
Town Clerk Sally Ober to discuss 
details of those votes, but as of now 
there’s no timeline as to when votes 
to expand the board will take place. 

The three candidates said their 
biggest priority is creating an 
operational district that meets the 
needs of Lincoln students and their 
families. Forlenza said this goal is 
particularly important to him, as he 
strives to create the same kind of 
beneficial learning environment for 
local children that his son received 
during his school years. 

“I believe that my goal is to help 
create an environment in Lincoln so 
that kids will succeed and for the 
large part they have been, so we just 
need to find ways to continue that 
and expand that,” he said. 

Lincoln
(Continued from Page 1A)

ABBY REYNOLDSPAUL FORLENZA JEN OLDHAM

would find in Germany, Austria 
and the Alsace region. They’re also 
committed to showcasing local 
wines and are networking with 
small Addison County producers.

“All of wine is going to be 
natural wine, so we’re focusing 
mostly on small producers who 
are treating the land well and not 
adding a lot of junk to their wine,” 
Dunyak said.

The couple hopes to open 
Schmetterling by the first week in 
July. They envision a schedule of 
Thursday through Monday, from 
noon to 7:30 p.m.

Pattavina and Dunyak are 
looking to hire one or two 
employees. For more information 
about the new business, log on to 
schmetterlingwine.com.
MIDDLETON

Middleton is the brainchild of 
Parlour owner Lisa Phelps and 

Elissa Kestner, both of whom have 
ample entrepreneurial experience. 
Phelps needs little introduction; 
she’s the driving force behind 
Parlour at 57 Main St., which 
offers an array of hair styling and 
waxing/tinting services.

Kestner is the owner of Monelle 
Vermont, in Shelburne and 
Burlington. Monelle sells a wide 
variety of apparel, accessories, 
shoes, items for the home and gifts.

Their Middleton selection will 
include premium denim, shirts, 
accessories and outerwear. In their 
Kick Start application, Phelps 
and Kestner said their goals for 
their women-owned business will 
include “helping women find the 
best version of themselves.”

While the apparel emphasis will 
be on women, Kestner promised 
some wares for men and children.

Phelps and Kestner have known 
each other for several years and 

have collaborated professionally 
in the past. They agreed downtown 
Middlebury could use a quality 
clothing-and-accessories store, 
one offering multiple price points 
for discerning shoppers. At 
Middleton, one will be able to get 
the “everyday basics” — including 
T-shirts, sweaters, jackets and 
slacks — but also that special 
ensemble for special occasions and 
job interviews.

“We’re sort of that ‘day to dusk” 
store,” Kestner said.

Middleton will also offer unique 
Vermont and Middlebury gifts, 
Kestner said.

The owners, who are currently 
building a store website, are 
planning a fall opening.

“I love the town of Middlebury, 
and the town-gown aspect,” 
Kestner said. “We are excited.”

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

Middlebury
(Continued from Page 14A)

Vermont Technical College names county graduates
RANDOLPH — Congratulations 

to the following students who all 
graduated from Vermont Technical 
College after the spring 2022 
semester.

Brandon: Rebecca Treadway, 
Associate of Science, Nursing.

Bridport: Madison Parnell, 
Associate of Science, Dental 
Hygiene.

Bristol: Mark Flowers Associate 
of Science, Nursing.

Cornwall: Shauna Riley, 
Bachelor of Science, Applied 
Business Management.

Ferrisburgh: Finn Yarbrough, 
Associate of Science, Nursing.

Lincoln: Sara Cousino, 
Associate of Science, Nursing; 
and Abigail Nezin, Associate of 
Science, Nursing.

Middlebury: Mikayla 
Farnsworth, Associate of Science, 
Dental Hygiene; Jade Hunt, 
Associate of Science, Nursing; and 
Riker Billings, Master of Science, 
Computer Software Engineering.

Panton: Silas Smith, Bachelor 
of Science, Computer Software 
Engineering.

Starksboro: Scott Thomas, 
Associate of Science, in Nursing; 

and Patrick Melvin, Bachelor of 
Science, Electrical Engineering 

Technology.
Vergennes: Jamie Bergeron, 

Associate of Science,Nursing.
Whiting: Natalie Drake, 

Associate of Science, Nursing.

ADDISON 
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South Starksboro, VT Homeowner 
Recommends Bristol Electronics

 

FREE SITE EVALUATIONS

802 . 453 . 2500
BristolElectronicsVT.com

Bristol Electronics installed our 20 panels quickly, efficiently, 
courteously and just the way we wanted them. Our roof is a difficult 
one due to our post-and-beam construction, but nevertheless, the crew 
was friendly, informative and just great people. Then even in the cloud 
cover, we began immediately to generate electricity! Furthermore (and 
most importantly for others deciding to install solar), the price was fair, 
competitive and honest. If we had another home, I’d want them to put the 
solar panels on that one, too! We recommend solar and Bristol Electronics 
without reservation!

Lawrence & Cynthia Jones ~ South StarksboroMIDDLEBURY AGWAY
     388 Exchange Street Open

7 days

www.MiddleburyAgway.com

Let Dad 
pick his own 
present with           

a gift
card!

PAPA WANTS 
A PERENNIAL!

Fresh shipment 
scheduled for Friday!

NATIVE BEAUTY 
POLLINATOR PLANTS 

Buy 3 get the 4 the FREE 
while supplies last.

(Free plant must be equal or lesser value.)

Now thru Father’s Day (6/19/22)

802-388-4937
Mon. - Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4

30% off 30% off 
Trees & Shrubs.Trees & Shrubs.

Now thru Now thru 
Father’s Day!Father’s Day!

not always able to offer affordable 
services to uninsured individuals.

Donna Bailey, co-director of 
Addison County’s Parent Child 
Center, said the loss of these 
services for uninsured individuals 
will have significant impacts. 

“The people who most need 
safe and affordable reproductive 
services will now need to travel 
out of the county. And these may 
be people that don’t have cars, 
that don’t have as much money,” 
Bailey said. “We’re talking about a 
youthful and uninsured population, 
so these people may not have as 
many resources as others.” 

Middlebury’s Planned 
Parenthood is one of four Vermont 
health centers that permanently 
closed on June 12; the others 
were located in Hyde Park, 
Bennington and Saint Albans. Vice 
President of Planned Parenthood 
of Northern New England Lucy 
Leriche explained in a May 12 
letter to legislators that the choice 
to close these health centers was 
made in the interest of keeping the 
organization viable and helpful to 
residents by allowing it to extend 
hours at other New England 
Planned Parenthoods. 

She put the best face on the 
closure of the four Vermont offices.

“With the leaps and bounds our 
telehealth program has taken over 
the pandemic, it has created new 
accessibility to care across our 
three states,” Leriche wrote. “And 
by improving the number of days 
and hours of availability at our 
health centers, we can better meet 
our mission, care for our patients, 
and support our staff.”

Three Vermont Planned 
Parenthoods will extend their 
hours, those located in Barre, 
Brattleboro and Williston. For 
Addison County residents, the 
options are either to find care at 
another local health care provider 

or travel outside the county. Bailey 
said she fears there won’t be much 
of a choice for some individuals. 

“People who are insured, who 
feel safe, who have understanding 
family members, they’ll be able 
to stay, but that’s not the case 
for everyone,” Bailey said. “I’m 
worried right now that people will 
have to travel.”

Practitioners at Middlebury’s 
Planned Parenthood were able to 
offer patients guidance in terms 
of where to receive care following 
the health center’s closure. 
Porter Women’s Health will be 
able to serve a good portion of 
Planned Parenthood’s patients, in 
conjunction with Porter’s Open 
Door Clinic that serves uninsured 
and underinsured Addison County 
residents. Planned Parenthood has 
also expanded telehealth services, 
through which patients are able 
to continue receiving many of the 
health center’s services. 

The challenge for local providers 
will now be meeting the needs 
of all the health center’s former 
patients. Middlebury’s Planned 
Parenthood saw an estimated 800 
unique patients each year. With the 
loss of this health center and its 
practitioners, other area healthcare 
providers are working to make sure 
these patients continue to receive 
the care they need.

Dr. Anna Benvenuto and Sen. 
Ruth Hardy, D-Middlebury, have 
been working with Middlebury 
College, the Mountain Health 
Center and the Open Door Clinic 
to coordinate continuation of care 
locally for Planned Parenthood 
patients. Benveuto said Porter 
Pediatric, Primary Care and 
Women’s Health sites can provide 
many of the services that women, 

non-binary and transgender people 
need, including preventative 
check-ups, gynecology, same-day 
access to care, contraception, 
abortion services and a full-range 
of pregnancy management and 
care. Porter Primary Care offices 
in Brandon and Middlebury have 
also recently hired providers 
who specialize in health care 
services for non-binary and trans 
people, she said in a letter to the 
Independent.

Mountain Health Center in 
Bristol provides primary care 
services to people of all ages, 
regardless of ability to pay. The 
Open Door Clinic also serves 
uninsured and underinsured people. 
Middlebury College’s health clinics 
are available to students. 

“Porter is committed to its 
support of our community 
providers so that together, we get 
patients the care they need, when 
they need it,” wrote Benvenuto, 
who is the chief medical officer at 
Porter Medical Center.

Bailey said she’s working with 
other healthcare professionals in 
the area to set up clinics for STD 
testing, birth control offerings and 
other services. The main goal going 
forward, she said, is to continue 
to meet the reproductive care and 
other health-related needs of as 
many Addison County residents as 
possible. 

“In Addison County, we have 
lots of great providers, so I’m 
hopeful we’ll find solutions for 
people getting the care we need,” 
she said. “We’ll continue to help 
people get the care they need in 
order to make choices about their 
own bodies. We will not stop.”

Marin Howell is at marinh@
addisonindependent.com.

MIDDLEBURY PLANNED PARENTHOOD’S health care practitioners wrapped up their last week as the 
office closed June 12. Shown, from left, are Brittany Haskins, Rachel Guy, Ash Hickey, Heidi Recupero 
and Rachel Smith. The health center is one of four Vermont Planned Parenthoods that closed on June 12 
for fiancial reasons; the organization plans to expand hours of operation at other Vermont health centers. 

Photo courtesy of Rachel Guy 

Closing 
(Continued from Page 1A)

JULIE PORTEOUS STANDS with her two children, holding signs 
that show support for Middlebury Planned Parenthood’s practitioners 
at a June 9 event to show appreciation to the health center’s staff. 

Independent photo/Marin Howell 

while promoting conservation and 
a healthy environment.” 

ACORN has persevered with 
a corps of dedicated volunteers, a 
tiny staff and a tight budget that 
hasn’t allowed for 
a food hub, which 
would require 
capital, coordination 
and technology.

Until now.
ACORN has 

secured shared 
space at the former 
Vermont Soap 
headquarters at 616 
Exchange St., where 
the Champlain Valley 
Office of Economic 
O p p o r t u n i t y 
(CVOEO) is already 
operating a food 
warehouse where 
orders are being 
taken electronically 
and then distributed 
to eligible low-
income households.

ACORN Executive Director 
Lindsey Berk explained the 
effort to start a food hub gained 
momentum during the COVID-19 
pandemic. When many businesses 
shut down during the spring of 
2020, Berk and her colleagues 
worked on a basic online market 
to help fill the gap for the closed 
farms and restaurants.

It was learning experience.
“Direct-to-consumer wasn’t 

something that was actually 
viable,” Berk said. “People don’t 
necessarily want to buy food 
online for their household; what 
we found was that wholesale 
buyers — at the institutions, the 
college, the hospital, some general 
stores, restaurants and retail shops 
— could use assistance buying 
from multiple small farmers 
through one integrated platform 
and one invoice, so they’re not 
tracking down all 
of the different 
farms around the 
Champlain Valley 
trying to figure out 
who’s selling what, 
having to deal with 
paperwork from each 
farmer.”

With grant 
funding, ACORN 
hired an online 
market manager and 
purchased a “food hub” software 
program that generates invoices 
and allows them to aggregate 
what’s happening with the local 
food system on the back end, 
which has been one of their biggest 
challenges with increasing our 
local food economy.

“It’s kind of the ‘less sexy’ side 
of the food system. It’s not the 
farmers markets, it’s not the CSAs, 
it’s ‘How do you actually move 
food around to get it from a farm 
in Orwell to the college, without 
making the college go pick it up,’” 
she explained.

Fortunately, ACORN didn’t 
have to reinvent the wheel. Food 
hubs had emerged in other parts 
of Vermont. There’s the Intervale 
in Burlington, Food Connects 
ion Brattleboro, and the Vermont 
Farmers Food Center in Rutland, 
among others. So ACORN leaders 

were able to learn firsthand about 
logistics, distribution, aggregation, 
storage and infrastructure needs.

From this a picture emerged for 
an Addison County food hub that 
could be part of a regional network, 

all focused on getting 
fresh, local foods to 
hungry people.

“What we’re 
hoping to do is create 
a network of all these 
food hubs to work 
together and move 
food throughout the 
region,” Berk said.

“We would 
essentially be a stop 
on the food hub 
train.”

In addition to 
securing space on 
Exchange Street, 
ACORN officials 
successfully applied 
for grants to finance 
an online market 
manager, a food hub 
feasibility study and 

business lab; and a walk-in cooler, 
food bins and a reach-in cooler.
FINDING PARTNERS

The organization 
recently hired a food 
hub manager: Jessica 
Purks

Berk is confident 
the food hub will 
gain a following. 
ACORN, with the 
help of Middlebury 
College students, 
sent out a survey to 
scores of prospective 
food hub partners, 
ranging from farmers 
to meat producers.

“The majority 
indicated they would use the food 
hub in some way,” Berk said.

“People are ready to use it; we 
just have to open our doors.”

The food hub will have the 
capacity to keep food 
fresh, but not for long 
stretches.

“This will be very 
quick turnaround,” 
Berk said, citing the 
example of a Leicester 
cheesemaker who 
needs to bring their 
food into the space 
and leave it for a few 
hours or overnight for 
a distributor to come 

pick it up.
Having a food hub will also be a 

huge benefit to ACORN’s popular 
“Farmacy” program, a 
collaboration between 
local physicians, 
patients and farmers 
through which fresh 
foods are prescribed 
to people transitioning 
to a healthier diet.  In 
the past, Farmacy has 
had to pack and hand off its food 
allotments in business parking lots. 
Now Farmacy has a home.

And it also sets up opportunities 
for collaborations between 
CVOEO and ACORN.

“The people served by Farmacy 
can also be served by CVOEO,” 
Berk said. “The site has really 
opened up a lot of partnerships 
around the area. We’ve all got our 
own ‘silos,’ but there’s also a lot of 

overlap.”
Hannah Sessions is co-owner 

of Salisbury’s Blue Ledge Farm, 
which produces some of the 
region’s best goat and cow cheeses. 
She’s looking forward to being part 
of the ACORN food hub.

“Across the state, food hubs 
have proven to be catalysts for 
agricultural and value added 
businesses in very important 
ways,” she said. “The potential is 
there for the online marketplace to 
streamline connections between 
local producers and markets, and 
the food hub acts as a consolidation 
point: a conveniently located 
cooler for drop-offs and pick ups. 
It’s something that this area has 
needed, and we are so happy to see 
it come together.”

Sessions explained Blue Ledge 
Farm has worked with some 
distributors who have stopped 
making rural pickups due to 
business consolidations or other 
factors.

“This centralized food hub would 
be a great option for us, and others 
like us, as fewer companies offer 
on-farm pick ups,” she said. “It’s 
another way to make our local food 

system more resilient 
amidst market and 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
pressures.”

Singing Cedars 
Farmstead in Orwell 
is also ready to sign 
on. Scott Greene, 
co-owner of Singing 
Cedars, said the 
business currently 
must use its own 
vehicles to get the 
farm’s popular 
diversified organic 
veggies to market.

“Our markets are somewhat 
saturated and they’re small,” 
he said. “(Our clients include) 
significant stores, but they are 
small, in terms of volume. We are 
hoping to reach bigger markets by 
way of new connections that will 
come through the food hub; there 
will be bigger distributors who will 
be using it for pickup.”

Greene is also a member of the 
ACORN board, so he knows about 
current trends in the fresh food 
industry.

“A lot of our projects have 
dabbled into direct-to-consumer, 
and this is definitely a more 
ambitious project,” he said of the 
food hub. “And with COVID and 
the attention that’s being brought 
to the food system and food 

connections, it’s an 
opportune time. It’s 
nice that we were 
prepared for this 
moment.”

But will the 
new food hub be 
sustainable?

“We’re going into 
this clear-eyed that food hubs 
don’t necessarily make a profit; it’s 
not going to stand on its own as a 
for-profit entity,” Berk said. “So 
how does a space like this work 
as a nonprofit, or as a cooperative, 
or is it subsidized by the state or 
by foundations or philanthropists, 
knowing this is a way to keep our 
local food economy going?”

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

ACORN
(Continued from Page 1A)

VERMONT — Bobolinks, 
Savannah sparrows and eastern 
meadowlarks enrich our summers 
with their songs, but some of 
these species are in decline due to 
the loss of appropriate grassland 

habitat.
Landowners can make a 

difference by altering the times 
of year they mow fields. The 
Vermont Fish and Wildlife 
Department is encouraging 

landowners to help these beloved 
species by waiting a little longer 
to mow to give these birds a 
chance to complete their nesting 
season.

“People maintain fields and 
meadows in Vermont for a variety 
of reasons, from commercial 
hayfields and grazing pastures, to 
simple scenic beauty,” said Doug 
Morin, biologist for the Vermont 
Fish and Wildlife Department. 
“Mowing is the most common 
way to maintain grasses, but 
if mowed early in the summer, 
grassland birds will lose their 
nests and chicks.”

Bobolinks build nests among the 
grasses and wildflowers of fields 
and meadows. When bobolinks 
are present, other grassland bird 
species such as Savannah sparrows 
and grasshopper sparrows, may 
also be nesting among the grasses. 
Deer fawns, wild turkey chicks, 
and other animals take refuge in 
the grass and are also at risk by 
mowing too early.

According to Morin, 
landowners who mow their fields 
for aesthetic reasons can maintain 
these fields and accommodate 
nesting birds simply by cutting 
later in the summer, preferably 
after August 1. 

Protect grassland birds by mowing later

“We found 
that wholesale 
buyers … could 
use assistance 
buying from 
multiple small 
farmers through 
one integrated 
platform and one 
invoice.”

— Lindsey Berk

“This centralized 
food hub would 
be a great option 
for us, and 
others like us, as 
fewer companies 
offer on-farm 
pick ups.”
— Hannah Sessions

“It’s kind of 
the ‘less sexy’ 
side of the food 
system. It’s not 
the farmers 
markets, it’s not 
the CSAs, it’s 
‘How do you 
actually move 
food around to 
get it from a farm 
in Orwell to the 
college, without 
making the 
college go pick it 
up.’”

— Lindsey Berk

“We would 
essentially be a 
stop on the food 
hub train.”

— Lindsey Berk
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If  you’re not sleeping, 
maybe you’re doing it wrong.

  

MAUI™
MEDIUM

      Twin Set ...... $849
     Full Set ........... $949
      Queen Set ........... $995
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SUPER POCKETED COIL™ SPRINGS
THE GOLD STANDARD IN UNDISTURBED REST.

All Simmons® mattresses are built 
so well you never have to � ip them

for the life of the mattress.

BY MAT CLOUSER
BRANDON — The bleachers at 

Markowski Field were overflowing 
on Saturday, June 11, as members 
of area communities showed up to 
support Otter Valley Union High 
School’s graduating Class of 2022. 
Families, friends, faculty and staff 
all looked on in anticipation. The 
air was sweet and tinged with 
jubilation. It was a perfect day for 
these graduating seniors to kick off 
the rest of their lives.

The nearly one-hour ceremony 
began, of course, with “Pomp 
and Circumstance” serenading 
the graduates as they began their 
procession around the edges of the 
Markowski bleachers and across 
the fields to take their seats.

The entirely student-led 
ceremony began with Elijah 
Tucker Bryant leading the crowd 
in the Pledge of Allegiance and 
was followed by Miley Lapp’s 
rendition of the National Anthem.

Hayden Bernhardt delivered the 
welcome speech next, encouraging 
his fellow graduates to live in the 

moment. 
“Right now is the good old days,” 

he said. “So, no matter where you 
are or what you’re doing, make 
the most of every second and 
opportunity you are given because 
every day is a blessing.”

Salutatorian Kieran Williams’s 
ensuing speech was a further 
declaration of happiness and 
gratitude. 

“The Dalai Lama says that the 
purpose of life is to be happy,” he 
said. “And I believe there is no 
truer statement.

“In high school, we each found 
a way to be happy, but now we’ll 
have to find some way else to 
be happy,” Williams continued. 
“There is no path to happiness; 
happiness is the path. Find what 
makes you happy and follow that.”

Valedictorian Olivia Depatie 
followed Williams, giving a 
sweeping speech thanking the 
faculty and staff for their help 
before congratulating her fellow 
students and giving them some 
sage advice. 

“Congratulations on every 
single accomplishment that makes 
you proud of yourself,” she said. 
“Yes, we are here to celebrate 
your successfully making it 
through high school, but we are 
also here to celebrate all you have 
accomplished to help you be where 
you are today.

“Learn from the experiences 
you have,” she continued. “Chase 
your passions, learn as much as 
you can about them, and learn 
from other peoples’ perspectives. 
Everything you do in life can teach 
you something about yourself, the 
people around you, or the world 
around you, so take advantage of 
this and learn.”

Alice Keith began her farewell 
address by speaking directly to 
outgoing OVUHS Principal Jim 
Avery and RNESU Superintendent 
Jeanné Collins. “Thank you both 
for everything you have done 
for our school. You have made a 
lasting impact, and we will forever 
be grateful.”

Next, she turned her attention to 

others in the crowd who helped the 
graduates along their way.

“Thank you to the teachers, 
parents, families and friends who 
have guided and supported our 
class through the rollercoaster of 
emotions that came as a package 
deal with our high school careers,” 
she said. “That was a full-time job 
on its own, and for that, we thank 
you.”

Finally, Keith addressed her 
classmates with a bit of earnest 
advice and humor. 

“As you embark upon all the 
greatness your future holds,” she 
said, “I ask that you all strive to 
be the best versions of yourselves, 
work hard, do what makes you 
happy, and always be on time!”

And just like that, it was over. 
The merry gang of graduates 
tossed their caps in the air and 
paraded back up the hill and into 
the arms of their loved ones, the 
world awaiting them just a little 
further down the road.

Otter Valley graduates

Focused on finding happiness, chasing their passion

OTTER VALLEY UNION High School bid farewell to its graduating seniors on a sunny June 11. Among those at the ceremony on Markowski 
Field were, from left, Thomas Politano, Fraser Pierpont and valedictorian Olivia Depatie. 

Independent photos/Mat Clouser 

MASON ALFORD & SAM MARTIN

BRITTNEY JACKSON & BRIELLE MACKIE

KIERAN WILLIAMS & TYSON STICKNEY
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THEBIXBY LIBRARY
GALA FUNDRAISER 2022

Thank You to Our
Bixby Gala Sponsors!
You Make the Bixby

Blossom & Grow!

CHAMPION
Cornerstone Solutions &

BHHS VT Realty Group-Anna Ouellette
Clarke & Cathie Keenan

Pat Mayo & Ralph Shepard

ADVOCATE
Anonymous

Edward & Eileen Brennan

Kristin & Barney Bristow

Chris von Trapp and Michael

Johnston-Coldwell Banker

Hickok & Boardman

Otter Creek Engineering

Dave Sullivan & Gary DiBlasio

Vergennes Animal Hospital

BOOSTER
Anonymous

Champlain Periodontal-

Martha & Brian Huber

JC & Ruanne Ewing

Friends of the Bixby

Paula Moore & Howard Hall

P. J. Welch Corporation

Restoration & Performance Motorcars

Jeff & Wendy Tweedy

Vergennes Wine & Otter Creek Bakery

SUPPORTER
Benton Real Estate Appraisers

Amanda Bodell & Jeff Glassberg

Everything Nice

Gaines Insurance Agency

Jackman Fuels

Malabar

Silver Maple Construction

Susan & Brent Rakowski

Tom & Carol Spencer

Vermont Transco, LLC

PREMIER
Dennis & Vicki Hopper

Philip & Roberta Puschel

Please join us in thanking our generous donors of delicious food and beverages
and exciting auction and raffl e items. More at:

https://bixbylibrary.org/bixby-gala-2022
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By ANDY KIRKALDY
BURLINGTON — After two 

stirring playoff wins to earn 
the Mount Abraham-Vergennes 
cooperative program’s first 
championship game appearance, 
the fifth-seeded Eagles had hopes 
of adding the team’s first title to 
their résumé.

But at the University of 
Vermont on Thursday, June 9, 
defending champion and No. 2 
seed Montpelier had other ideas. 

The Solons (who had a record 
of 8-6) opened the game with a 
4-0 run over the first 6:14, held 
off challenges from the Eagles in 
the first and third quarters, and 
ultimately pulled away for a 17-8 
victory. 

For sure the Eagles and Coach 
Ed Cook were disappointed, 
especially considering they 
had lost by only two goals at 
Montpelier in the regular season. 

But Cook emphasized the 
positive afterward, including road 
wins over two higher seeds to 
reach the final, and the program’s 
success despite playing the entire 

season without senior three-year 
starting defender Carmelo Miceli, 
who unquestionably would have 
been the team’s best player. 

“We scrapped and clawed 
our way through the playoffs, 

comebacks in both games. I’m 
proud of my guys,” Cook said. 
“It’s the first time Vergennes-
Mount Abe lacrosse has been here. 
It’s a great accomplishment.”

By ANDY KIRKALDY
MONTPELIER — Top-seeded 

defending champion Montpelier 
on Wednesday, June 8, defeated 
visiting third-seeded Middlebury 
Union High School, 5-2, to 
win the Division II girls’ tennis 
championship. 

The match was a rematch of 
the 2021 final, won by then No. 2 
Solons at No. 1 MUHS, 4-3. It also 
served as the 2022 rubber match 
between the two programs, each 
of whom had won on the other’s 
court during the regular season. 
The Solons finished at 16-2, and 
the Tigers at 15-4.

MUHS got its wins vs. the Solons 
from senior No. 2 singles player 
Julia Bartlett, who completed an 
undefeated season, and the No. 2 
doubles team of senior Oni Krizo 
and junior Maeve Roche, who 
were unbeaten in the Tigers’ three 
tournament matches. 

As well as Bartlett and Krizo, 
two other members of the Tigers’ 
tournament starting lineup — 
singles players Talia Cotroneo and 
Kaya Wright — were seniors. 

The Tigers’ individual results vs. 
the Solons were:

No. 1 singles, Daphne Lassner 
(Mplr) defeated Scarlet Carrara 
(MUHS), 4-6, 6-3, 10-7.

Solons top 
girls’ tennis 
for crown
 

SENIOR MIDDIE TAYLOR Stearns wins a faceoff for the MAV boys’ lax team during the Eagles’ D-III title 
game on Thursday, June 9. MAV lost to defending champion Montpelier, with Stearns as a bright spot, 
helping MAV win 17 of 27 faceoffs.

Independent photo/Steve James

EAGLE ATTACKERS SAWYER Shepard, left, and Henry Anderson 
share a consolation hug while victorious Montpelier celebrates 
after they won the D-III boys’ lacrosse title on Thursday, June 9. The 
Solons won their second straight championship, while MAV made its 
first appearance in a title game. 

Independent photo/Steve James

MAV boys’ lax falls in D-III final

(See Boys’  lax, Page 2B)

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — For three 

tense innings, Saturday’s Division 
III high school softball final at 
Castleton University between No. 1 
Oxbow and No. 2 Vergennes Union 
was anybody’s game. 

Then the bottom of the fourth 
happened. 

Trailing by 3-2, Oxbow sent 10 
batters to the plate. Six Olympians 
hit safely, including two table-
setting bunts, a two-run triple 

by winning pitcher Anastase 
Bourgeois, and a two-run double by 
Taylor Bean. And they scored seven 
runs.

Oxbow (14-3) suddenly led, 9-3, 
and was well on the way to a 13-3 
victory — and the program’s 10th 
D-III title and fourth in the past five 
seasons. 

The Commodores, seeking the 
program’s first title since 1976 and 
making the school’s first appearance 

VUHS SENIOR CATCHER Kaitlyn Little dives to make the tag on 
Oxbow runner Faith Eastman during Saturday’s Division III softball 
final at Castleton University. Little also reached base three times and 
contributed a run and an RBI, but top-seeded Oxbow prevailed. 

Independent photo/Steve James

VUHS FRESHMAN PITCHER Savanah Blaise was the winning pitcher in the No. 2 Commodore softball 
team’s first two playoff game, but took the loss in Saturday’s D-III final vs. No. 1 Oxbow despite striking 
out seven in five innings.

Independent photo/Steve James

VUHS softball bows 
to Oxbow in title tilt

(See Softball, Page 3B)

By ANDY KIRKALDY
SOUTH BURLINGTON — A 

strong start in Monday’s Division 
II final by undefeated Hartford 
proved to be too much for the 
Mount Abraham-Vergennes girls’ 
lacrosse team to overcome in a 
10-7 setback.

The 16-0 Hurricanes, bolstered 

by 16 seniors on their roster, 
controlled play in the early going 
and took leads of 3-1 after three 
minutes and 7-2 after 15 minutes 
on the way to a 9-4 halftime 
advantage. 

The second-seeded Commodore 
defense adjusted to put more 

MAV MIDDIES EMERSON Rice, left, and Txuxa Doherty-Konczal, right, try to run down Hartford’s Caroline Hamilton during Monday’s D-II 
girls’ lacrosse final at South Burlington, won by the undefeated Hurricanes, 10-7. 

Independent photo/Steve James

MAV SENIOR ELENA Bronson whips home one of her game-high 
three goals during th D-II girls’ lacrosse final at South Burlington on 
Monday. Despite Bronson’s hat trick, undefeated top-seed Hartford 
defeated the Commodores, 10-7.

Independent photo/Steve James

No. 1 Hurricanes outlast  
MAV girls’ lax in Div. II

(See Tennis, Page 2B)

(See Girls’ lax, Page 2B)
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Want to advertise in this
Directory?
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of the Weekof the Week

“Wellness is more than the absence of illness.”

50 Court St • Middlebury, Vt 05753

A Center for 
Independent Health Care Practitioners

SOMAWORK

WELLNESS
CENTER

Jim Condon Jim Condon ..... 802-388-4880 or 802-475-2349
    SomaWork

Caryn Etherington Caryn Etherington ............  802-388-4882 ext. 3
    Therapeutic Massage & Bodywork

Charlotte BishopCharlotte Bishop ................ 802-388-4882 ext. 4
    Therapeutic Soft & Deep Tissue

JoAnne KenyonJoAnne Kenyon...............................802-388-0254
Energy Work                www.joanne.abmp.com

Winfield Kelley, D.C. Winfield Kelley, D.C. ....................... 802-453-6010
   Chiropractic Treatment

Donna Belcher, M.A.Donna Belcher, M.A. ..................... 802-388-3362
    Licensed Psychologist - Master

Nancy TellierNancy Tellier.................... 802-388-4882 ext. 1
Ortho-Bionomy®

Hyla DickinsonHyla Dickinson...................................... 802-989-2969
Therapeutic Massage, Lymph Drainage
Craniosacral & Visceral Manipulation

Donna Belcher, 
M.A., psychologist-
master, has been 
in private practice 
in Vermont for 34 
years. She has felt 
privileged to work 
with a wide variety 
of people. She has 
experience with 
such challenges 
as: depression, 
anxiety, grief, 
chronic illness, 
divorce, caregiver 
burnout, work 
stress, mid life 
transitions and 
developing a 
deeper connection with creativity 
and life purpose.

My offi ce is currently open for 
telephone, online, and in person 
appointments.

Most insurances now cover 
telephone and video.

Donna Belcher, 
MA Licensed 
Psychologist 

- Master, 
Psychotherapy
 & Hypnosis
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pressure on the Hurricanes in the 
second half, when sophomore 
goalie Carley Cook (10 saves 
total) stopped four out of five 
shots on goal. 

But the Hartford back line, 
tough transition defense, and 
their senior goalie Sarah Howe 
(10 stops, four in the second half) 
kept MAV at bay to nail down the 
program’s first title.  

The Commodores finished at 
13-3. Their successful season 
came with a roster that looks much 
different than Hartford’s: three 
seniors, six juniors (including 
injured middie Cassandra 
Guilmette, who missed much the 
season, including Monday), eight 
sophomores and three freshmen.

And Hartford had defeated 
MAV, 16-3, at home during the 
regular season, a decisive result 
even without two Commodore 
seniors due to an academic 
conflict.

With another in a series of 
successful seasons in the books, 
Coach Marikate Kelley said 
the loss was still tough for the 
Commodores to take.

“That’s all good,” Kelley said. 
“It’s just hard when you have the 
opportunities and you could have 
beaten them.”

She was pleased the 
Commodores met a couple 
goals on Monday. Hartford had 
dominated the draws and rarely 
allowed the Commodores to cross 
midfield when they met before. 

On Monday, the draws favored 
the Hurricanes only by 11-8, and 
MAV managed to move the ball 
up the field most of the time.

“The things that we really 
wanted to come out and do today 
were to win the draw, and we did 
pretty good on the draw,” Kelley 
said. “And we wanted to not lose 
the ball on their ride, which is 
hard. Teams cannot get the ball 
to the attack end because they’ve 
got such a good ride. And we did 
a great job on that.” 

For sure, the Hurricanes were 
a handful. They won the opening 
draw and scored 11 seconds into 
the game, when Grace Gardner 
deposited a Caroline Hamilton 
feed. 

MAV sophomore Reese 
Gernander powered from behind 
the net and equalized a minute 
later. 

Hartford took the lead for good 
at 23:26 when a pass to Autumn 
Kimball deflected off her stick 
into the MAV goal. 

MAV had two chances for a tie, 
but Howe denied senior middie 
Elena Bronson from close range, 
and senior middie Txuxa Doherty-
Konczal hit a pipe. 

At 21:55, Gardner cashed in 
a feed from Addison Cadwell, 
and it was 3-1. Bronson tossed 
in an assist from Gernander two 
minutes later to make it a one-goal 
game, but the Hurricanes went 
on a four-goal run over the next 
10 minutes, winning draws and 
groundballs and making it hard 
for MAV to move up the field.

Madison Barwood’s unassisted 
goal started the run, and a Chloe 
Jensen free position made it 4-2. 
The MAV defense made a couple 
stands, but the Commodores 
could not win groundballs and 
clear, and Hartford cashed in. 
Hamilton scooped up a loose ball 
and scored, and Jensen picked 
up another groundball and fed 
Hamilton, who made it 7-2 at 
9:57.

Over the rest of the half, 
Bronson netted two goals for 
MAV, one on a free position and 
one after picking up a groundball 
to make it 9-4, while Hamilton 
and Barwood scored for Hartford.

Elliott Rupp set up Hamilton 
to open the second half for the 
final Hartford goal. Then the 
Commodores began to chip 
away at the lead. At 22:24, Annie 
Dufault scored in transition on a 
play started by a Bronson steal.

Howe then made an outstanding 
kick save on Bronson in transition, 
and Cook responded in kind by 
stopping Beth Dobrich at the other 
end. 

Chances were few against 
Hartford’s tough defense. At 
8:32, sophomore middie Emerson 
Rice cut in from the right, took a 
feed from senior attacker Halle 
Huizenga, and buried a low shot 
to make it 10-6. 

At 4:32, Doherty-Konczal made 
it 10-7 with a cut from the right, 
finishing low with a backhand 
scoop.

Down the stretch Hamilton 

stole the ball, and Howe denied 
Rice and Gernander (twice) to 
protect the lead, and when the 
horn sounded, the joy belonged to 
the Hurricanes. 

Kelley said she was pleased 
with the way her defenders — 
Natalie Adams, Safi Camara, Nell 
Harvey and Liana Gay were the 
mainstays — adapted to more 
aggressive tactics in the second 
half.

“We knew they were going to 
slow down, so we adjusted our 
defense to come out, put pressure 
on them,” she said. “We were able 
to do that successfully … We got a 
ton of turnovers. We just couldn’t 
finish.”

The Commodores had reached 
the final by hanging on to defeat 
No. 6 U-32, 9-8 on Wednesday, 
June 8. MAV led by 7-2 at the 
half, but the Raiders rallied to cut 
the lead to one with about two 
minutes left. The Commodores 
then won a crucial draw and 
possessed until the final whistle. 

Gernander led MAV with three 
goals, Huizenga scored twice, 
and Doherty-Konczal contributed 
a goal and assist. Bronson, Nell 
Harvey and Dufault added a goal 
each, and Cook made eight saves. 

Caitlin Fielder, with four goals, 
and Willa Long, with three, 
sparked the Raider attack, and 
goalie Emily Fuller made 13 
saves.

After Monday’s fina, Kelley 
credited her senior captains, 
Bronson, Doherty-Konczal 
and Huizenga for much of the 
program’s success and strong 
team chemistry this season.

“I’m going to really miss these 
senior captains. They were not 
only good players, all three of 
them are going to play in college, 
but they just did a really good job 
with my younger players,” Kelley 
said. 

“I have a ton of sophomores 
and a freshman out there, and they 
played with confidence. And it’s 
because my captains have been 
really positive with them. They’ve 
been really great leaders.”

Mount Abe lacrosse has been 
here. It’s a great accomplishment.”

As far as the regular season, 
although the team’s record is 
officially 5-10, without two 
forfeits for inadvertent use of an 
ineligible player MAV would be 
7-8. 

“We won a bunch of games, 
and we played a really hard 
schedule,” Cook said. 

But it appeared early on in the 
final it might not be the Eagles’ 
day. Even though senior middie 
Taylor Stearns kept winning 
faceoffs, MAV had trouble 
holding onto the ball — with the 
exception of their first possession, 
when sophomore attacker Noah 
Ladeau pinged the post. 

After that near Eagle miss, the 
Solons erupted. Nolan Lyford 
went solo for the first of his three 
goals 48 seconds in, and after an 
MAV turnover Greer Peloquin 
swooped in from the left side and 
made it 2-0 at 9:54. 

The Eagles had a man-up 
chance, but another turnover 
meant MAV goalie Connor 
Meacham had to make the first 
of his 17 saves. Then at 7:40 
Solon Brendon Tedeschi won a 
groundball at midfield and turned 
it into a breakaway, and his first 
of four goals made it 3-0. At 5:46 
Sina Fallahi added an unassisted 

goal, and the Solons led by four. 
The Eagles tightened up in the 

back for the rest of the half, and 
the Solons scored just four more 
times before the break. And MAV 
broke through offensively late in 
the first quarter with two goals 26 
seconds apart.

The first came when junior 
attacker Henry Anderson, from 
behind and to the left of the net, 
set up sophomore middie Andrew 
Nolan cutting, and Nolan found 
the lower left corner from close 
range. Then Anderson hit the 
same spot at 3:58 after taking 
a feed from the right from 
sophomore attacker Sawyer 
Shepard. 

Back-to-back penalties stalled 
the MAV momentum, and Lyford 
took advantage of the second 
to bury a Fallahi feed at 2:12. 
Meacham made two big saves to 
close the quarter, which closed 
with the Solons up, 5-2.

Meacham kept up the good 
work with three more stops early 
in the second, while the Eagles 
continued to struggle to generate 
good looks on Solon goalie Cal 
Davis, who made eight saves.

At 8:49 of the period Peloquin 
made it 6-2. The Eagles began to 
generate some shots, but Davis 
three times denied low Anderson 
bids from the top of the box, and 
goals from Lyford and Tedeschi 

pushed the Solon lead to 8-2 at 
the half.

The Eagles then came out 
firing. Stearns won two faceoffs, 
and both times Ladeau whipped 
home unassisted strikes. At 10:14 
Shepard converted from close 
range, and the Eagles were back 
in the game at 8-5.

“We had great spurts,” Cook 
said. “We came out in the 
beginning of the third and scored 
a couple goals in a minute and a 
half.”

But Davis made a big save 
on Shepard shortly afterward, 
and then the Solons laid siege 
to the Eagles. The defense and 
Meacham held up for a time, but 
the Eagles had trouble clearing 
after stops, and finally they 
cracked. 

The Solons poured in five goals 
over the final 5:35 of the period to 
make it 13-5 after three quarters. 
Tae Rossmassler scored twice in 
the run, and Lyford (on a fluke 
bounce), Tedeschi, and Dylan 
Good added one each. 

Peloquin and Tedeschi both 
found the net to open the fourth 
and nail down the victory. The 
Eagles kept battling, and added 
two goals by Ladeau (tying him 
with Tedeschi for game honors) 
and one by Nolan in the late 
going, with Stearns and Sawyer 
Leonard picking up assists. 

Seniors suiting up for the last 
time for MAV were Stearns, 
defenders Collins Dupoise and 
Jade Edwards, and long-stick 
middie Creed Stillwell. 

Cook said those four will 
be missed, but he believes the 
program will continue to thrive. 

“We’re so young. In my defense 

I have a couple seniors, but my 
middies are all underclassmen, 
and my attackers are all 
underclassmen,” he said. “We’re 
in good shape.”

Cook also pointed to the 
growing feeder program in 
the two communities, and he 
hopes this spring’s playoff run 

might generate a bit of buzz for 
Vergennes-Mount Abe lacrosse.

“As it went along it became 
apparent we had the wheels and 
the sticks to get here,” Cook said. 
“And we did. We came up short. 
But we’ve got something to build 
on.”

MAV SOPHOMORE MIDDIE Andrew Nolan picks a corner for one of his two goals in the Eagles’ D-III 
boys’ lacrosse title game loss to Montpelier at UVM on Thursday, June 9. The Eagles rallied to win two 
playoff games to reach the program’s first final.

Independent photo/Steve James

No. 2 singles, Bartlett (MUHS) 
defeated Grace Murphy (Mplr), 
7-5, 6-4.

No. 3 singles, Emily Swensen 
(Mplr) defeated Cotroneo (MUHS), 
6-3, 6-1.

No. 4 singles, Rachana Cherian 
(Mplr) defeated Paige Hescock 
(MUHS), 6-1, 6-2.

No. 5 singles, Sophia Sevi (Mplr) 
defeated Wright (MUHS), 6-1, 6-3.

No. 1 doubles, Chloe Montieth/
Georgia Schiff (Mplr) defeated 
Audrey Carpenter/Caroline Nicolai 
(MUHS), 6-0, 6-3.

No. 2 doubles, Maeve Roche/
Krizo (MUHS) defeated Phoebe 
Gingold/Abby Bigglestone (Mplr), 
6-3, 6-2.

Tennis 
(Continued from Page 1B)

Boys’ lax
(Continued from Page 1B)

Girls’ lax
(Continued from Page 1B)

HARTFORD GOALIE SARAH Howe stops a late-game bid by MAV attacker Reese Gernander. Howe 
played well for the top-seeded Hurricanes, making nine saves as they topped the Commodores, 10-7, in 
the Monday’s D-II girls’ lacrosse final at South Burlington.

Independent photo/Steve James
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LAKE DUNMORE TRIATHLON
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appearance in a championship 
game since losing tight D-II finals 
in 2013 and 2014, finished at 10-8 
against a tougher schedule than 
Oxbow. 

The Olympians banged out 14 
hits off two Commodore pitchers, 
while Bourgeois, a freshman who 
helped Oxbow in the 2021 title 
season as an 8th-grader, limited 
VUHS to four hits while striking 
out nine. 

VUHS Coach Travis Scribner 
credited the Olympians for the 
offensive outburst against his 
talented freshman pitcher, Savanah 
Blaise. He also noted Castleton’s 
field is larger than the high school 
diamonds the teams usually play 
on, and Oxbow’s hitters were 
able to find the gaps, and the 
Commodores were not. 

“Whoever took advantage of the 
expanded real estate in the outfield 
was going to win this game. We 
have bats that are capable of doing 
that. Unfortunately we just weren’t 
able to get it done today,” Scribner 
said. “There were two good 
pitchers going at it, and we just 
didn’t get the timely hits they did.”

Certainly the game was close 
through the early innings. Oxbow 
took a 2-0 lead in the first. Leadoff 
hitter Hadlee Allen singled, moved 
up on a wild pitch and scored on 
a Makenna Simmons single. The 
second run came home on a two-
out error. 

Oxbow gave those runs back in 
the second. Bourgeois opened the 
inning by hitting senior second 
baseman Sierra Bertrand with a 
pitch. Bertrand moved around to 
third on a passed ball and wild 
pitch and scored when the Oxbow 
shortstop couldn’t handle senior 
catcher Kaitlyn Little’s scorched 
one-hop liner. Little came around 
to score on another error on the 
next play. 

Blaise picked up a four-strikeout 
inning in the Oxbow second, 
striking out a fourth batter after 
one reached when a third strike 
bounced away from Little. 

VUHS took the lead in the top of 
the third. Jasmine Little led off by 
poking a single down the left-field 
line, stole second, moved to third 
on a Blaise ground out, and scored 
on a passed ball. 

In the third inning, Blaise 
stranded Oxbow’s Taylor Bean 
on third after she tripled. The 
Commodores threatened in the 
top of the fourth. Kaitlyn Little 

walked, and Katie LaBerge 
dropped a single into right field. 
But Bourgeois retired the next 
two hitters on a strikeout and a 
grounder to first, and a chance to 
pad the lead was lost.  

And then the Olympians broke 
loose in the bottom of the inning, 
scoring those seven runs on six 
hits, a walk and an error to take a 
9-3 lead. 

Alexa Kosalowski singled to lead 
off, and Faith Eastman bunted her 
way on. They moved up on a wild 
pitch, and Darcy O’Connell bunted 
for another hit. Both runners tried 
to score, but Blaise nailed Eastman 
at home. 

But No. 9 hitter Maggi Eastman 
followed with a single to make it 
4-3, and Allen reached on an infield 
error to put runners on first and 
second. Bourgeois then boomed a 
triple to right to plate them both 
to make it 6-3. Following a walk, 
Bean doubled home both runners. 
Bean stole third and scored on a 
groundout, and it was 9-3. 

Bourgeois retired six of the next 
seven VUHS hitters, allowing only 
a Kaitlyn Little line single (she was 
also hit by a pitch and reached in 
all three of her plate appearances).

Oxbow put the game completely 
out of reach in the sixth. Allen 
tripled, and Bourgeois followed 
with an inside-the-park homer 
(despite a strong effort by 
sophomore center fielder Sam 
Hallock) to make it 11-3 and end 
Blaise’s outing. She struck out 
seven, walked one, and allowed 11 
hits. 

Bertrand came on to get the 
final three outs, allowing two runs, 
one earned, on three hits: a Bean 
double, Lily LaHaye RBI single, 
and an O’Connell bunt single on 
which a throwing error allowed 
LaHaye to score.

Jasmine Little reached base 
for the second time in the VUHS 

seventh, and Blaise lined a single. 
Bourgeois notched her ninth 
strikeout to end the threat and nail 
down Oxbow’s title. 

Coach Scribner looked at the 
positives afterward. 

“I’m really proud of this team,” 
he said. “There are only six teams 
from Vergennes high school in 
history that have made it to the 
state finals, and this is one of them. 
So I’m really thrilled with them.”

The Commodores showed 
improvement throughout the 
season and won their first two 
playoff games with ease. Scribner 
credited assistant coaches Colleen 
Metzler, Chrystal Little, and former 
Commodore standouts Tamara 
Aunchman and Sydney Tarte for a 
large measure of the team’s growth 
and success. 

“It’s a great coaching staff,” he 
said. “I couldn’t ask for better.”

Scribner is confident in the 
team’s future, but said the team’s 
seniors, Bertrand, Kaitlyn Little, 
Felicia Poirier, Tembreull and 
reserve outfielder Audrey Scribner, 
will be missed not only for their 
talent and production, but their 
leadership. He pointed out they 
joined a program that was winless 
in the two seasons before they 
came along.

“There are big shoes to fill,” he 
said. “I’ve coached them since 
2011, since they were in Little 
League, and they’re a special 
group to me.”

Softball 
(Continued from Page 1B)

VUHS SENIOR SHORTSTOP Audrey Tembreull makes solid contact, but sends the ball foul. Like most 
of the No. 2 seed Commodores, Tembreull, although a fine hitter, did not have a good day at the plate in 
the D-III final, but she made two excellent plays in the field, including throwing out a runner at first from 
her knees.

Independent photo/Steve James

ScoreScore
BOARD

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Boys’ Lacrosse
D-III Tournament

Final at UVM
6/9 #2 Montpelier vs #5 MAV ......17-8

Girls’ Lacrosse
D-II Tournament

6/8 #2 MAV vs #6 U-32 .................9-8
Final at South Burlington

6/11 #1 Hartford vs #2 MAV ........10-7
Softball

 D-III Tournament
Final at Castleton

6/11 #1 Oxbow vs #2 VUHS ........13-3
Girls’ Tennis

D-II Tournament
Final at Montpelier

6/8 #1 Montpelier vs #3 MUHS .....5-2

“I’ve coached them 
since 2011, since 
they were in Little 
League, and they’re 
a special group to 
me.” 

– Coach Scribner

MATTHEW
DICKERSON

It covers 26,164 acres, and it 
borders or contains eight lakes 
or ponds big enough to canoe. 
According to the Vermont Agency 
of Natural Resources, that makes 
Groton State Forest the second 
largest contiguous land holding 
in the state, second only to Mt. 
Mansfield State Forest. But while 
Mt. Mansfield State Forest has four 
state parks, Groton State Forest 
boasts seven: Stillwater State 
Park, Ricker Pond, Seyon Lodge, 
Boulder Beach, Kettle Pond, Big 
Deer and New Discovery. It also 
has several additional natural areas 
of interest, numerous streams, 
wetlands and rivers 
(including the headwaters 
of the Wells River) 
and an extensive trail 
system (including the 
19-mile-long multi-use 
Montpelier and Wells 
River Rail Trail). The 
forest spans parts of seven 
towns and three counties in 
two different watersheds; 
the waters of Peacham and 
Marshfield Ponds on the northern 
end of the forest drain north and 
west eventually finding their way 
into the Winooski River, and from 
there down to Lake Champlain 
and out through Quebec into the 
Gulf of Saint Lawrence. The rest 
of the park’s waters flow south 
through the Wells River into the 
Connecticut River and on down to 
Long Island Sound.

A few years ago, my wife 
Deborah decided we should visit 
all the state parks in Vermont. She 
really enjoys visiting new places. 
And since she has especially 
appreciated the numerous state 
parks we’ve been to (which is only 
a small fraction of the state’s total), 
she figured visiting the others 
would be a great idea.

Although Deborah’s plan had 
appeal for me, including boasting 
rights as an outdoor writer, it did 
leave me with one concern.  Like 
her, I’ve also appreciated the parks 
we’ve been to. However, that 
appreciation has left me wanting 
to return to them even more than 
it has prompted me to check out 
others. One visit to a state park 
— or, for that matter, a national 
park or national forest — feels 
more like an introduction than a 
conclusion; it’s an invitation to a 
conversation or even a friendship 
with the park, requiring many more 
visits to develop that friendship. 
(One exception was Lake Carmi 
State Park where the cyanobacteria 
infestation — also known as blue-
green algae — left me with no 
desire to return.) It will also come 

as no surprise to regular readers of 
this column that I’m particularly 
drawn to those parks with fishing 
opportunities.

On the other hand, I do enjoy 
trying out new outdoor gear. It’s 
much more fun than just revisiting 
all my old stuff. It turns out, 
however, that the last couple years 
didn’t provide much opportunity 
for us to visit new locations, or 
to return to old ones, or to make 
use of old or new camping gear. 
With the recent surge in outdoor 
recreation — accelerated at least in 
part by the pandemic — I’ve seen 
a plethora of new gear offerings 

(which is cool), but also 
supply shortages in gear 
I’ve wanted to try out as 
demand has outstripped 
supply. I’ve also seen 
locations ranging from 
hiking trails to camping 
sites to state and national 
parks becoming more 

crowded. I’ve learned the 
hard way that reserving a 

USFS or State Parks cabin is no 
easy feat these days. And the surge 
in my own workload as I’ve sought 
to keep my head above water 
during a pandemic also made it 
more challenging to find time 
outdoors.

Last year, in a mix of wishful 
thinking and an optimistic goal 
of getting outdoors and achieving 
Deborah’s every-state-park goal, 
we bought ourselves a new tent. It’s 
our first new tent in 20 years. We 
never used it in 2021.  My meeting 
at the Outdoor Writers Association 
of America last year resulted in a 
demo Klymit inflatable camping 
pad — our first ever two-person 
camping pad, and another new 
gear technology that puts to shame 
pads from even early 2000s in 
terms of comfort, ease of inflation, 
packability and weight. We didn’t 
get to try that last year either. For 
Christmas last year some of our 
sons also bought me a cool new 
camp stove: a BioLite that burns 
biomass rather than isobutane, and 
generates electricity as it cooks 
your food or boils your water. 
The electricity powers a fan with 
a controllable speed, which helps 
burn fuel efficiently, and can even 
charge a USB device. I’ve wanted 
to try that, also.

Which brings me back to Groton 
State Forest. Despite its numerous 
state parks and relatively short 
driving distance (well under two 
hours) from Middlebury, we’d 
somehow never been there. What 
I did know is that it offered a 
potential to check off multiple 
state parks and canoe (and fish) 

in multiple lakes all on a single 
excursion. Plus a chance to sleep in 
a new tent on a new pad and cook 
on a new stove. What better way to 
celebrate our anniversary? And it 
turned out on a weeknight before 
schools were out of session, I had 
no problem reserving a tentsite.

The highlights of the trip were 
many. We watched an otter hunting 
or playing in the quiet water at the 
outlet of Groton Pond, where we 
paddled the first day. We watched 
an osprey flying past with a fish in 
its talons over the quieter and more 
secluded waters of Kettle Pond, 
where we paddled the second 
day. We went to sleep with loons 
singing to us on the first night, 
and had more loons swimming 
past our canoe in the middle of 
the day. We also saw blue heron, 
kingfishers and numerous ducks 
and geese. We discovered a new 
rail trail — which neither of us had 
previously read about, and where 
we took a three-mile hike and saw 
20 red efts out sunning on a sandy 
south-facing hill in just a 300-yard 
stretch.  

The numerous lakes in the 
forest offered a mix of developed 
shorelines and quiet ones as well as 
both bass waters and trout waters, 
and the only public fly-fishing-only 
(FFO) water in Vermont. There 
were also abundant hiking trails. 
The hike up to Owl’s Head was 
short but delightful and offered 
amazing views for a very small 
effort.

I’m already pondering a return. 
We are thinking of biking on 
cross-country rail trail, and of 
paddling more of the ponds, and 
maybe staying at Seyon Lodge 
for some FFO. And the best part 
of one state forest with seven 
state parks is that we can both be 
satisfied. I can return somewhere 
familiar to explore further.  And 
since we visited only three of the 
seven parks, we can potentially 
have several more visits each of 
which add a new park to Deborah’s 
“visited” list.   (I’m also sure I can 
find some cool new gear to try out 
also.)

For those interested in exploring 
Groton State Forest, you can get 
more information (including hiking 
trail maps) at the state’s ANR 
and State Parks web sites. (fpr.
vermont.gov/groton-state-forest 
and vtstateparks.com/index.html). 
I’d recommend planning early and 
making reservations, especially if 
you want to use a lean-to or cabin. 
We have really enjoyed the state 
parks cabins, but they can only 
be reserved for a minimum of two 
nights and they go fast.

Getting out again: Groton State Forest
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NEWS

Monkton Have a news tip?
Call Liz Pecor

at 453-2180

MONKTON — It’s time for 
the Russell Memorial Library’s 
Strawberry Festival and book sale. 
This year the Strawberry Festival 
is going to be at the Monkton 
Town Hall building on Sunday, 
June 26, from 10 a m to 2 p m. 
There will be the book sale, fresh 
strawberries, cake and ice cream, 
and live entertainment from the PI 
Quartet.

Note that parking will be 
available at the church, old library, 

old town hall, law office, and 
limited parking at the town hall for 
handicapped visitors.

There is also a walking tour of 
the exterior of historic Monkton 
Ridge buildings that same 
morning.

Come one, come all to this great 
annual event! It’s a great time to 
browse for a new book, see old 
friends, make new ones or just sit 
and enjoy the music.

How did we get here?
JOIN BILL MCKIBBEN on Monday, June 20, at 7 p.m., at the Champlain Valley Unitarian 

Universalist Society, 2 Duane Court, Middlebury, where he will discuss his new book, “The 
Flag, the Cross, and the Station Wagon: A Graying American Looks Back at His Suburban 
Boyhood and Wonders What the Hell Happened.” McKibben digs deep into our history and 
into the latest scholarship on race and inequality in America, on the rise of the religious right, 
and on our environmental crisis to explain how we got to this point. 

“All In!,” A Community Conversation 
About Water in Addison County in 

Addison. Thursday, June 16, 5-6:30 
p.m., Lakeside Pavilion, DAR State Park, 6750 
Route 17. Join in important water conversations 
with former DEC Commissioner David Mears; 
Sen. Chris Bray and Rep. Amy Sheldon, chairs 
of the Senate and House Natural Resources 
Committees; VNRC’s Jon Groveman; and more. 
Light refreshments and live music. RSVP to 
ActBlue.com/donate/panton-event.

Bristol Historical Society meeting in Bristol. 
Thursday, June 16, 7 p.m., Howden Hall, 19 
West St. Guest speaker Jane Williamson will 
deliver a talk titled “Finding Jesse: A Fugitive 
from Slavery in Vermont,” which traces Jesse’s 
life from enslavement in North Carolina to 
freedom in Vermont. His story is told through 
letters in the collection at Rokeby Museum and 
documents at the North Carolina State Archives. 

Pascuala Ilabaca y Fauna in New 
Haven. Friday, June 17, 6-7:30 p.m., 

Lincoln Peak Vineyard, 142 River 
Rd. Doors open at 5 p.m. Chilean singer-

songwriter Pascuala Ilabaca is a unique and 
treasured voice in both the Latin American and 
World Music scenes. Ilabaca and her band won 
Best World Beat Album at the Independent 
Music Awards. The second performance in 
Town Hall Theater’s World Music + Wine series. 
Tickets $15 advance/$18 door/kids 12 and 
under free, available www.townhalltheater.org, 
by calling 802-382-9222, or at the door. 

Taking Flight! An Introduction to 
Birding with OCAS and MALT in 

Middlebury. Saturday, June 18, 9-11 
a.m., Wright Park, Seymour St. Ext. Nature 
enthusiasts of all ages are invited to take part 
in a beginners bird walk through Wright Park, 
a segment of the Trail Around Middlebury. Meet 
at 9 a.m. at the Wright Park parking lot north of 
Pulp Mill Covered Bridge. Suitable for all ages, 
but not appropriate for strollers or wheelchairs. 
The walk will go rain or shine. Questions? Call 
(802) 989-7115.

American Red Cross blood drive in Bristol. 
Saturday, June 18, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Bristol 
Federated Church, 37 North St. Donors needed 
to give blood or platelets to ensure a strong 
blood supply in the coming months. To schedule 
an appointment to donate blood, platelets 
or plasma, download the Red Cross Blood 
Donor App, visit RedCrossBlood.org or call 
1-800-CROSS (1-800-733-2767).

Pottery sale in Middlebury. Saturday, June 18, 9 
a.m.-1 p.m., Middlebury Studio School Pottery 
Studio, 2377 Route 7S. Support Middlebury 
Studio School artists and find something 
handmade and truly unique. A portion of the 
proceeds support MSS arts education programs.

Scots Day Celebration in Ticonderoga, N.Y. 
Saturday, June 18, 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m., Fort 
Ticonderoga. Explore Scottish clan tents to 
learn more about the rich ancestry and culture. 
Merchants selling kilts, crafts, and other gifts 
will join Scottish organizations from across the 
East coast to greet visitors with information on 
all aspects of their rich heritage. Advance tickets 
can be purchased at www.fortticonderoga.org or 
at the Admissions Booth upon arrival.

Abenaki Heritage Weekend in Ferrisburgh. 
Saturday, June 18, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Lake 
Champlain Maritime Museum, 4472 Basin 
Harbor Rd. Join the Native American community 
at the Abenaki Heritage Weekend. Citizens 
of the Elnu Abenaki Tribe, the Nulhegan Band 
of the Coosuk Abenaki Nation, the Koasek 
Traditional Band of the Koas Abenaki Nation, 
the Missisquoi Abenaki Tribe, and the Vermont 
Abenaki Artists Association work with Museum 
staff to plan and present the event. There will be 
drumming, presentations, vendors, and more.

Pride parade in Middlebury. Saturday, June 18, 
11:30 a.m., College Park. ACT and Teen Advisory 
Group of Ilsley Library presents Middlebury’s 
First Annual Pride Parade. Community, family 
and friends are invited to celebrate with a pride 
parade from College Park to Middlebury town 
green followed by games and music. Feel free 
to bring your own picnic!

Abenaki Heritage Weekend in 
Ferrisburgh. Sunday, June 19, 10:30 

a.m. 4 p.m., Lake Champlain Maritime 
Museum, 4472 Basin Harbor Rd. See June 18 
listing.

Free Museum Day in Ferrisburgh. Sunday, 
June 19, Rokeby Museum, 4334 Route 7. In 
celebration of Juneteenth, Rokeby Museum is 
offering free admission.

Father’s Day tractor parade in Bridport. Sunday, 
June 19, 11 a.m., Bridport Town Garage, 284 
Short St. Join local tractor enthusiasts for a 
ride to the Bridport Fire Station and enjoy their 
annual Father’s Day Chicken BBQ. Tractors will 
arrive at the green at noon. All are welcome. 
Questions? Contact Dennis at 802-349-9905.

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Bristol. Monday, June 20, 11 a.m., 

American Legion, Airport Dr. Drive in, 
loop around, and stay in your car. Menu includes 
Italian chicken breast with duck sauce, rice and 
beans, broccoli, cranberry sauce, wheat bread, 
strawberry shortcake and milk. Advanced 
reservations only. Call Michelle to reserve by 
Thursday, June 16 at 802-377-1419. Open to 
anyone age 60 and up and their spouse of any 
age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery may be 
provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. 
TVT requires 48 hour notice.

Strawberry Festival in Vergennes. Monday, 
June 20, 6-8 p.m., Vergennes City Park. 
Homemade strawberry shortcake and beverage 
for $6. Vergennes City Band will provide music. 
For more information, contact Julia at 802-349-
0292. 

City Band performance in Vergennes. Monday, 
June 20, 7 p.m., on the green. Free.

Bill McKibben on “The Flag, the Cross, and 
the Station Wagon” in Middlebury. Monday, 
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June 20, 7 p.m., Champlain Valley Unitarian 
Universalist Society, 2 Duane Ct. In his new book, 
“The Flag, the Cross, and the Station Wagon: A 
Graying American Looks Back at His Suburban 
Boyhood and Wonders What the Hell Happened,” 
McKibben digs deep into our history and into 
the latest scholarship on race and inequality in 
America, on the rise of the religious right, and on 
our environmental crisis to explain how we got to 
this point. Free. Books will be available for sale and 
signing.

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Bridport. Tuesday, June 21, 11 a.m., 

Bridport Congregational Church Middle 
Rd. Drive in, loop around, and stay in your car. 
Menu includes Italian chicken breast with duck 
sauce, rice and beans, broccoli, cranberry sauce, 
wheat bread, strawberry shortcake and milk. 
Advanced reservations only. Call Michelle to 
reserve by Thursday, June 16 at 802-377-1419. 
Open to anyone age 60 and up and their spouse of 
any age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery may be 
provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. TVT 
requires 48 hour notice.

Outdoor story time in Ferrisburgh. Tuesday, June 
21, 3:30 p.m., Rokeby Museum, 4334 Route 7. 
The Bixby Library and Rokeby Museum presents 
the first of three free story times and sing-alongs 
outside on the Rokeby lawn. The theme is Art and 
Inspiration. Admission to Rokeby on Tuesdays 
after 1 p.m. is pay what you can. Come early and 
explore the exhibits, trails and Storywalk.

American Red Cross blood drive 
in Middlebury. Wednesday, June 22, 

9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m., MREMS, 55 Collins 
Dr. Donors needed to give blood or platelets 

to ensure a strong blood supply in the coming 
months. To schedule an appointment to donate 
blood, platelets or plasma, download the Red 
Cross Blood Donor App, visit RedCrossBlood.org 
or call 1-800-CROSS (1-800-733-2767).

Age Well grab and go meal in Shoreham. 
Wednesday, June 22, 11 a.m.-noon, Halfway 
House Route 22A. Pick up at back door, meals 
will be brought out. Chicken and biscuit, mashed 
potatoes, stuffing, vegetable, roll and dessert. 
Open to anyone age 60 and up and their spouse 
of any age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery may 
be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. 
TVT requires a 48 hour notice. Call the restaurant 
to reserve at least 24-hours in advance. 802-897-
5160.

Age Well grab and go m in Monkton. Wednesday, 
June 22, 11:30 a.m., Monkton Town Hall, 280 
Monkton Ridge. Please stay in your car. Drive up, 
check-in, contact free pick up. Menu includes Italian 
chicken breast with duck sauce, rice and beans, 
broccoli, cranberry sauce, wheat bread, strawberry 
shortcake and milk. Advanced reservations only. 
Call Michelle to reserve by Sunday, June 19 at 
802-377-1419. Open to anyone age 60 and up and 
their spouse of any age. Free ride or pick-up and 
delivery may be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-
2287 to inquire. TVT requires 48 hour notice.

Learn, Listen and Share in Lincoln. Wednesday, 
June 22, 4-6 p.m., Lincoln Library, River Rd. The 
Vermont Town Schools Project is building an 
interview collection that explores the relationships 
between towns and their schools. Join the Vermont 
Folklife Center’s Mary Wesley for a free, two-hour 
training and story-sharing session. Listen to and 
share your own perspectives on the past, present, 
and future of schooling in Vermont (with the option 
to have your voice recorded and included in the 
interview collection). Free.

Strawberry Festival in Shoreham. Wednesday, 
June 22, 6-8 p.m., town green gazebo. Enjoy 
generous portions of the Shoreham Congregational 
Church’s famous strawberry shortcake with fresh 
Vermont strawberries and real whipped cream 
while listening to the music of Romy and Ben 
Munkres of Cornwall. Cost $6, bottled water an 
extra $1. Patrons will follow one-way traffic through 
the lower floor of the church to pick up their 
shortcake, and bring it outside to eat. Bring picnic 
blankets or lawn chairs.

Town Band performs in Bristol. Wednesday, June 
22, 7-8:30 p.m. Town Green. The Bristol Band, 
which has been making music since 1870, will play 
in the gazebo every Wednesday. This will be their 
July 4 barbeque. Bring a lawn chair or blanket.

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Vergennes. Thursday, June 23, 

11 a.m., St Peter’s Parish Hall, 85 S. 
Maple St. Please stay in your car. Drive up, 

check-in, contact free pick up. Italian chicken 
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breast with duck sauce, rice and beans, broccoli, 
cranberry sauce, wheat bread, strawberry 
shortcake and milk. Advanced reservations only. 
Call Michelle to reserve by Sunday, June 19, at 
802-377-1419. Open to anyone age 60 and up 
and their spouse of any age. Free ride or pick-
up and delivery may be provided. Call TVT at 
802-388-2287 to inquire. TVT requires 48 hour 
notice.

“If Grass Could Talk” presentation in 
Vergennes. Thursday, June 23, 6 p.m., Bixby 
Memorial Library, 258 Main St. Sid Bosworth, a 
long-time Vergennes resident and retired UVM 
Extension professor, will focus on those common 
grasses of the Poaceae that we deal with every 
day (whether trampling on them, mowing 
them, eating them or driving by them). Learn 
why grasses are important, how to recognize 
them, their importance to our food system and 
their impact on our environment and wildlife. 
Also broadcast online via Zoom. For online 
attendance, register at tinyurl.com/bixby-grass.

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Starksboro. Friday, June 24, 3:30 

p.m., Starksboro Baptist Church Route 
116. Please stay in your car. Drive up, check-in, 
contact free pick up. Italian chicken breast with 
duck sauce, rice and beans, broccoli, cranberry 
sauce, wheat bread, strawberry shortcake and 
milk. Advanced reservations only. Call Michelle 
to reserve by by Sunday, June 19, at 802-377-
1419. Open to anyone age 60 and up and their 
spouse of any age. Free ride or pick-up and 
delivery may be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-
2287 to inquire. TVT requires 48 hour notice.

Push To The Pavilion concert in Vergennes. 
Friday, June 24, 5-8 p.m., Veterans Memorial 
Park. Celebrate the completion of Phase 1 of 
the Pavilion Project at Veterans Memorial Park 
in Vergennes with a free concert by the special 
Pavilion Rock Band. Bring a chair and come 
hungry as there will be food trucks featuring pizza, 
burgers, fries, chicken skewers, ice cream and 
cotton candy to purchase. For $25 enter a raffle to 
win a pair of Amish made poly-wood Adirondack 
Chairs. Tickets available at the concert, at Linda’s 
Apparel on Main St. and by emailing recreation@
vergennes.org All proceeds from the raffle will 
benefit the Pavilion Project.

Vermont Sun Triathlon events in 
Salisbury. Saturday, June 25, 8:30 

a.m., Branbury State Park, Route 53. 
The Vermont Sun Triathlon, a 600-yard swim/14-
mile Bike/3.1-mile run and the Lake Dunmore 
Triathlon, a 0.9-Mile Swim/28-mile Bike/6.2 
mile run. More info and registration at www.
vermontsuntriathlonseries.com. Registration/
bib pick-up online or 6:40-7:30 a.m. at Branbury 
State Park on race morning.

Hope for TomorROW in Ferrisburgh. Saturday, 
June 25, Lake Champlain Maritime Museum, 
Basin Harbor Rd. An annual rowathon and 
community event at Lake Champlain Maritime 
Museum committed to raising awareness about 
teen suicide and an opportunity for us to come 
together in memory, hope, and support. Held in 
partnership with Project HOePpnEr, this event 
is open to all — no prior rowing experience 
needed! Advance registration is required. More 
info at www.lcmm.org/event/hope-for-tomorrow.

Town-wide yard sale in Bristol. Saturday, June 
25, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Do some spring cleaning and 
or shop and find treasures. To register your yard 
sale, sign up online at www.bristolvtrec.com 
(registration fee $15). All locations will be listed 
on our map and included in all advertising. 

American Red Cross blood drive in Vergennes. 
Saturday, June 25, 10 a.m.-2:30 p.m., Victory 
Baptist Church, 862 Route 7. Donors needed to 
give blood or platelets to ensure a strong blood 
supply in the coming months. To schedule an 
appointment to donate blood, platelets or plasma, 
download the Red Cross Blood Donor App, visit 
RedCrossBlood.org or call 1-800-CROSS (1-
800-733-2767).

King Pede card party in Ferrisburgh. Saturday, 
June 25, 6:30 p.m., Ferrisburgh Town Hall 
and Community Center, Route 7. A sandwich 
supper and then on to an evening of fun and 
card games. King Pede is an unusual game that 
involves “trick- taking” techniques such as in 
Hearts and Spades or Pitch. Attendees should 
be fully vaccinated against COVID-19.
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An Elemental Experience!  SATURDAY, JUNE 25 
A 2-mile FireWalk Experience featuring thousands of 

luminaries, bonfires, music and art. Performances from 
Bow Thayer, DJ Transplante, Iron Guild, Dragons Breath 
and other fire performers, Scott Forrest and many more!    

RockFireVT.com

MILLSTONE HILL  59 LITTLE JOHN ROAD, BARRE

MIDD SUMMER MIDD SUMMER 
MARKETMARKET

June 23rd from 3-7 p.m.
with live music by the Hokum Brothers

Every Thursday evening in 
Downtown Middlebury

Hosted by the Better Middlebury Partnership.
Vendor application details at
ExperienceMiddlebury.com

Call 802-989-7220
OR email order inquiries
to info@ottereast.com

MON. 7 AM-1 PM • TUES.-SAT. 7 AM- 2 PM • SUN. CLOSED
51 OSSIE ROAD    EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT    802-989-7200

O� ering freshly packaged 
to go options daily!

Swing in for a cup of co� ee and lunch 
to go on your way to work!

Now open 
6 days a week!

We thank you for your 
continuous support.

Keep up to date with all the action, read

Arts + Leisure
every Thursday in the Addy Indy!
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VERGENNES — The Vermont 
American Legion has chosen 
Detective Sergeant Jason Ouellette 
of the Vergennes Police Department 
to receive its annual award as the 
state’s Law Officer of the Year.

Ouellette, a 14-year veteran of the 
city police department, will receive 
the award at the annual Vermont 
American Legion banquet at the 
Double Tree by Hilton Burlington 
Hotel in South Burlington on June 
25.

According to Middlebury’s Tom 
Scanlon, the chair of the Vermont 
Legion’s Law & Order Committee, 
the committee bases the award 
on community service, overall 
professional career and education, 
contribution to the officer’s agency 
and its mission, heroism on the job 
and other relevant criteria that could 
include “non-professional awards 
and recognition.”

Ouellette was nominated by 
Vergennes Police Chief George 
Merkel, who in his three-page 
nominating letter wrote that in 
Merkel’s 28-year career he had 
“never met an officer as broadly 
talented and capable” as Ouellette, 
his department’s second-in-

command.
Ouellette’s résumé includes his 

status as a self-defense instructor in 
several disciplines and certification 
as a Field Officer, Verbal Judo 
and National Tactical Officer 
Association instructor. He has 
won several awards, including for 
narcotics enforcement and hostage 
negotiation.

Merkel wrote that Ouellette 
“has been instrumental in solving 
hundreds of both county and state-
wide cases involving narcotics 
cases, burglaries and thefts, armed 
robberies and other types of 
criminal cases.”

Merkel also praised Ouellette’s 
interviewing skills, his “treating 
people with dignity and respect,” 
and his “ability to handle and defuse 
extremely hostile and agitated 
persons, as well as those who are 
suffering from a mental health 
crisis.”

He described successful 
resolution of incidents, including 
one in which he “disarmed a male 
subject who was under the influence 
of drugs and possessing a knife,” 
earning thanks from the man’s 
mother for his handling of the 

situation.
Merkel described another 

recent incident in which Ouellette 
rescued a woman described as both 
combative and having a “severe 
mental health crisis” who walked 
into traffic on Route 7 in New 
Haven. 

“He was able to grab and control 
the woman, despite her actively 
resisting, and safely remove her 
from the center line of Route 7, as 
traffic was passing on either side of 
them,” Merkel wrote. 

In the past, Merkel noted, 
Ouellette did “dangerous, extremely 
difficult” undercover work for the 
Vermont Drug Task Force that 
resulted in a number of arrests 
locally and statewide, some at the 
federal level.”

Now, as a department leader, 
Merkel said Ouellette helps plan 
and conduct the force’s training and 
develop its policies and procedures. 

Above all, Merkel added, 
Ouellette’s “core values are rock-
solid, and he is well respected 
for his honesty and integrity. He 
is fiercely loyal to his family, his 
profession and his fellow officers 
and his country.”

LINCOLN — Congratulations to 
all the 2022 graduates! Best wishes 
to you and good luck with wherever 
this next chapter in your life takes 
you.

The Take It Or Leave It Farm 
Stand is now up and running for the 
season. There are currently some 
seeds, seed potatoes and some starter 
plants available. This is a great time 
to share any extra starters you have. 
Please label the starters so that others 
know what variety they are. Folks do 
leave eggs, canned goods, and other 
items most any time so take a look 
to see what might be there. If you 
leave eggs, please do not wash them 
as they will remain fresh in warmer 
temps. It’s best to leave if the stand 
is cooled. When veggies begin to 
arrive, if you see something that is 
going by, rotten, buggy, diseased, 
etc. feel free to remove it from the 

stand. If there is no bucket beside the 
stand, then leave it on the ground by 
the west end.

The Vermont Town School Project 
in cooperation with the Vermont 
Folklife Center presents Learn, 
Listen, and Share on Wednesday, 
June 22, from 4 to 6 p.m. at the 
Lincoln Library. The Vermont Town 
Schools Project is engaging with 
communities in Addison County and 
building an interview collection that 
explores the relationships between 
towns and their schools. Join the 
Vermont Folklife Center’s Mary 
Wesley for a free, two-hour training 
and story-sharing session. Listen to 
and share your own perspectives 
on the past, present, and future of 
schooling in Vermont (with the 
option to have your voice recorded 
and included in the interview 
collection). With support from the 

Walter Cerf Community Fund this 
event is being offered at no cost.

The library will be hosting an 
open art studio on Friday, June 24, 
from 3 to 5 p.m. A light snack will 
be provided.
REMINDER

There will be a group poison 
parsnip pull from 8 a.m. to noon 
on Saturday, June 25. A delicious 
lunch will be provided by the 
Lincoln Store. Come and work, 
and then enjoy good food and good 
company at the Ball Field Pavilion. 
Wear protective clothing, including 
gloves. Sponsored by the Lincoln 
Conservation Commission.

Until next time … It Doesn’t 
Matter How Slow You Go, As 
Long As You Don’t Stop. Attitude 
Is A Little Thing That Makes A Big 
Difference. Be The Reason Someone 
Smiles Today.

SHOREHAM — The Shoreham 
Strawberry Festival is back. Hosted 
by the Shoreham Congregational 
Church, the festival will take place 
on Wednesday, June 22, from 6 to 
8 p.m. at the gazebo on the town 
green. 

The church will be serving up 
generous portions of strawberry 
shortcake with fresh Vermont 
strawberries and real whipped cream 
in a take-out set-up in the lower 
level of the Church. Entertainment 
will be provided by Cornwall’s 
Romy and Ben Munkres. 

Talented local musicians, the 
Munkres siblings have performed 
as a duo at dances and festivals 
in Vermont and New Hampshire, 
including Richmond’s Folk Night 
and the New World Festival in 

Randolph. They have 
both played with 
the Young Tradition 
Vermont (YTV) 
Touring Group in 
Ireland, Cape Breton, 
Quebec and Scotland; 
Romy also toured 
Tottori, Japan with 
YTV.

Romy (fiddle, flute 
and feet) and Ben 
(piano, accordion, 
mandolin) have 
both participated in 
the Vermont Youth 
Orchestra and the 
Vermont All State 
Music Festival. They also perform 
with their parents in the family 
dance band, Honey in the Hive. A 

free will offering to 
support their musical 
endeavors will be 
accepted.

Shortcake costs 
$6, and bottled water 
will be available for 
an extra $1. Patrons 
will follow one-way 
traffic through the 
lower floor of the 
church to pick up 
their shortcake, and 
bring it outside to 
eat as they enjoy the 
music. Patrons should 
bring picnic blankets 
or lawn chairs to 

arrange for seating on the lawn 
near the gazebo or sit in their cars 
nearby to enjoy the music. 

DETECTIVE SGT. JASON OUELLETTE

Legion honors city police sergeant
NEWS

Lincoln Have a news tip?
Call Dawn Mikkelsen at 453-7029

Strawberry festival to be held in Shoreham

MIDDLEBURY — Neat 
Repeats in Middlebury has 
released its list of grant recipients 
for the spring of 2022. The 
organization awarded a total of 
$41,194.02 in grant money. 

They include: Dental assistance, 

$10,146; Food shelves $7,000; 
family assistance $5,435.02; 
Addison County Housing 
Solutions $4,500; Vergennes Parks 
& Recreation $4,200; Festival-
on-the-Green $2,000; Sam 
Fishman Memorial Pool $1,838; 

Organization support $1,275; 
Foodaroo $1,000; Jean Andrews 
Scholarship Fund $1,000; Lake 
Champlain Maritime Museum 
$1,000; Middlebury Community 
Players $1,000; and educational 
opportunity $800.

Neat Repeats award 2022 grant money

The church 
will be serving 
up generous 
portions of 
strawberry 
shortcake with 
fresh Vermont 
strawberries 
and real 
whipped cream 
in a take-out 
set-up in the 
lower level of the 
Church. 

Otter Valley Union High SchoolMt. Abraham Union High School
STUDENTS OF THE WEEK FROM AREA HIGH SCHOOLSSTUDENTS OF THE WEEK FROM AREA HIGH SCHOOLS

Telecommunications Sales and Service
Data Cabling & Fiber Optics 

802-388-8999
Middlebury

16 Creek Road, Middlebury
388-6054

M-F 7:15-5:30 & Sat. 8-3
countrysidecarpetandpaint.com

We’ve Got You Covered!

Keep up the great work,

877-3118
Vergennes, VT

Jackman Fuels, Inc.
Serving the Champlain

Valley since 1945

205 Main Street, Vergennes
877-2661 • jackmanfuels.com

Congratulations to:

64 Jackman Drive  •  Bristol 
802.453.2381  •  JackmansInc.com

Way to go, 
• Business Law  •  Wills, Trusts and Estates

• Government Contracting  •  Elder Law
• Property and Tenancy Issues

Congratulations
Students!

A� ordable & client-focused legal services

802-489-5099 or law@jlgi.com 
28 North Street - Bristol Village

 JOHNSON LAW GROUP JOHNSON LAW GROUP

27 Main Street, Vergennes27 Main Street, Vergennes

Keep your Eye
on your

future goals!future goals!future goals!
Mon 8-4 • Tues–Fri 8-5

Graduates
Students!

all the graduates

14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDD., VT
802-388-3371

Congratulations

Stop by to grab 
your mug!

Students

Congratulations

802-388-1338
99 Court St., Middlebury, VT

Students of the Week from all area high 
schools will receivea gift certifi cate from 

Vermont Book Shop and a mug from 
Otter Creek Bakery. 

Students of the Week are chosen by school 
teachers and administration.

Best of Luck to All Addison County Students!

Graduates!

Along with their peers, Mount Abraham Union High School students of the 
week graduated on Saturday, June 11. Their post-high school plans range from a 
gap year and cosmetology school to attending college in France. Congratulations 
to all these students for their hard work and their achievements. We wish them 
the best of luck in their new adventures, listed below.

Bella Bluteau, O’Briens Aveda Institute, Vt.
Laura Bonar, University of Denver, Colo.
Harrison Bruhl, Virginia Tech., Va.
Anna Doucet, Middlebury College, Vt.
Noah Engvall, Adelphi University, N.Y.
Annika Funke, University of Vermont, Vt.
Neil Guy, University of Vermont, Vt.
Molly Laurent, Kenyon College, Ohio
Carter Monks, Middlebury College, Vt.
Jessie Nault, American University of Paris, France
Abigail Reen, University of New Hampshire, N.H.
Carly Rougier, University of Richmond, Va.
Riley Wells, American University, Washington, D.C.
Alyssa Whitcomb, Plymouth State College, N.H.

Otter Valley Union High School seniors bid their alma mater farewell at 
graduation ceremonies on Saturday, June 11. Among them were the 14 Students 
of the Week for the 2021-2022 school year. Congratulations to them all for their 
outstanding work and leadership and best of luck in their upcoming adventures.

Hayden Bernhardt, Bates College, Maine
Virgil Chapin, TBD, Film studies
Marissa Connors, University of Vermont, Vt. 
Olivia Depatie, University of Hartford, Conn. 
Jamie Dube-Bourdeau, Castleton University, Vt.
Alice Keith, University of Vermont, Vt. 
Olivia Keith, University of Arizona, Ariz.
Anna Kerr, Norwich University, Vt.
Lauren Konarski, Hawaii Pacifi c University, Hawaii
Nick Parker, Plumbing apprenticeship
Fraser Pierpont, St. Michael’s College, Vt.
Joanna Ray, University of Vermont, Vt. 
Gunnar Tinsman, Gap year
Evan Thomas, Colby Sawyer College, N.H.
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&&service& DIRECTORY

auto body restoration
auto repair 
carpentry/contractors
cleaning services
computers

construction
dental services
excavation
fi rewood
fl ooring

heating &
    air conditioning
home inspections
masonryBusiness

Thursday

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

COMPUTERS

HANDYMANCONSTRUCTION

CLEANING SERVICES

AUTO BODY RESTORATION

CHECK US OUT
ONLINE AT

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

David Walker Construction
298 Biddle Road
Lincoln, Vermont

05443

Residential - Remodeling
Decks  - Doors - Windows

802-989-0320
email:

dwconstruction@gmavt.net

Dupont Auto
4087 States Prison Hollow Rd

Monkton Ridge, VT 05469
(802)453-3562 • dupontauto7@gmail.com
Full service shop. We do comprehensive 
Mechanical Diagnostics and Repairs from 
Oil Changes to Engine Rebuilds and 
Replacements. Our Body/Collision Shop does 
all levels of repair and restoration. 

24 hour towing and road side service.

AUTO REPAIR

DENTAL SERVICES

      Bristol Park Dental

6 PARK PLACE, BRISTOL, VT    802.453.7700

BristolParkDental.com • BristolParkHybridge.com

We are here for all of your dental needs, 
and offer the highest quality comprehensive 
care.  We are proud to bring the full range 
of dental services to our community, and to 
be your premiere implant provider.

Where a Happy, Healthy Smile is a Walk in the Park!

Accepting all insurances, and in network with Delta Dental, 
CIGNA, United Concordia, & CBA Blue.  No insurance? 

No problem.  Dental membership plans now available!

LOCAL CONTRACTOR
GENERAL CARPENTRY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Remodeling • Additions

Painting • Roofing
WINNER of “Best Local Contractor”

FOUR CONSECUTIVE YEARS by 
READERS CHOICE AWARDS!

MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT

MARK TRUDEAUMARK TRUDEAU

802.388.0860802.388.0860

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

802-453-7345  |  138 Hunt Road, New Haven, VT

Metal Fabrication
Agricultural Repair
Commercial Repair

Auto Body Repair
Rust Repair
Collison Repair

Full/Custom
    restoration

We accept all major credit cards  |  We accept Insurance claims
Follow our projects on Facebook

Family owned & operated

Over two decades experience!

MASONRY
Fine Dry Stone Masonry

Jamie Masefield
Certified by the Dry Stone Wallers
Association of Great Britain

802-233-4670
jmasefield@gmavt.net

PAINTING

REACH THE COUNTY  
ADVERTISE  HERE

ADDY INDY - 388-4944

HOME INSPECTIONS

Champlain Valley
HOME INSPECTION

Home Inspections
Water quality testing
Radon testing

champlainvalleyhomeinspection.com
802-349-0967

Adam Thomas, Owner/Licensed Inspector

Serving northern and central Vermont

Gevry Firewood LLC
gevryfirewoodvt@gmail.com

or 802-349-0699

Are you looking for green or 
seasoned firewood?

Well we’ve got it all right here in Addison, VT!

We cut, split, and deliver hardwood 
firewood in 12-24 inch lengths.

And we now offer kiln dried firewood!
Contact us today for a quote!

FIREWOOD

Quaker Village
Carpentry

Siding, Windows, Garages, Decks & Porches
New Construction, Renovations and Repairs

Maurice plouffe
802-545-2251
1736 Quaker Village Road

Weybridge, VT 05753

FLOORING

Ductwork Design • Sealing
Fabrication • Installation 
Insulation • Replacement

Plasma Art • Torches • Welding 
Plasma Table • Duct Cleaning

H.R.V. / E.R.V. Installation
Ductwork Video Camera

Buy Local!   802.989.0396
Specializing in Ductwork for Heating, 

Ventilating & Air Conditioning Systems
Commercial/Residential . Owner Operated . Fully Insured . Neat & Clean

Ductwork Design • Sealing
Fabrication • Installation
Insulation • Replacement

Duct Cleaning
H.R.V. / E.R.V. Installation
Ductwork Video Camera

Buy Local! 802.989.0396
Specializing in Ductwork for Heating, 

Ventilating & Air Conditioning Systems
Commercial/Residential . Owner Operated . Fully Insured . Neat & Clean

HEATING AND
AIR CONDITIONING

www.vermontcustommoldings.com

EXCAVATION

802-247-5475
802-349-8265

STEADY PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & EXCAVATION

Owner

194 Silver Lake Road 
Goshen, Vt.

steadymaintenance@yahoo.com

CHUCK STEADY

Melissa’s Quality
Cleaning Services
Residential & Commercial

GREAT RATES • FULLY INSURED
Reliable & Thorough 

802 345-6257

Certified
Collision Experts

All Makes and Models
Working with all

Insurance companies

(802) 388-9961
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

2196 Rt 7 South,  Middlebury
stonecdjr.com

Hometown Service from 
Your Hometown Dealers!

Factory-Trained Technicians
Servicing all makes

and models

G Stone Motors  
36 Boardman St., 

Middlebury
(802) 388-6718

gstonemotors.com 

Stone
Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
2149 Rt 7 So., Middlebury

(802) 388-9961
stonecdjr.com

F    J    C
802.310.1986

• Full service general 
contractor

• Turn key construction
• Kind knowledgeable staff

fjcbuilders.com

One cal l  does i t  a l l
Christopher Netelkos

cnetelkos@fjcbuilders.com   •   Sudbury, Vt.

One cal l  does i t  a l l

 
NEW & REPAIR

Residential • Lake Camps (Dunmore)
Brick – Block – Stone 

Chimneys, Fireplaces, Outside Barbecues, 
Steps, Patios, Stone Walls

Bruce A. Maheu’s

MASONRY

                         Call Bruce
     802-352-6050 

35 Years Experience
Honest & Fair Pricing 

Free Estimates 
Fully Insured

Salisbury, VT

For an appointment , call The PC Medic of 
Vermont at 802-734-6815
www.pcmedicvt.com

The PC Medic of 
Vermont now offers 

both on-site and remote 
computer services for 

your PC.

Call today to see which 
type of appointment 

you need, and get your 
PC running correctly 

again!

JACK OF ALL 
TRADES? 

CALL 802-388-4944 OR EMAIL 
ADVERTISING@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM 

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS.

ARE YOU A 
HOUSE PAINTER? 

ADVERTISE HERE 
THIS SUMMER!
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Soak Up The Sun!
Don’t spend your hard-earned money 
making the hot water or electricity that 
you use today–

SOLAR IS MORE AFFORDABLE THAN EVER!

Go Green with us –

We’ve been here for you for 43 years – 
Let us help you with your solar projects today. 

Call for a FREE on-site evaluation

SIDING

LAROSE SURVEYS, P.C.
Ronald L. LaRose, L.S. • Kevin R. LaRose, L.S.

Land Surveying/Septic Design
“We will take you through the

permitting process!”

25 West St. • PO Box 388
Bristol, VT 05443

Telephone: 802-453-3818
Fax: 802- 329-2138

larosesurveys@gmail.com

&&service& DIRECTORYBusiness
Thursday painting 

plumbing
property management
registration assistance
renewable energy

roofi ng
rubbish & recycling
septic & water
siding
storage

surveying
tree service
wood heating

SURVEYING

Reach
more potential
customers!

Place your ad in
the Addy Indy!

Marcel Brunet & Sons, Inc.
Windows & Siding

Vergennes, VT

802-316-6060 • rbrunet1@myfairpoint.net • 802-877-2640

Siding • Windows
Additions • Garages • Decks

WE HAVE THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT 
FOR THE RIGHT JOB – TO GIVE YOU

 REASONABLE RATES

Reasonable Rates • Year-round Service • Fully Insured
(802) 453-3351 • Cell (802) 363-5619

24 Hour Emergency Service 453-7014
 Brownswelding.com

Serving Vermont for over 42 years!

BROWN’S TREE & 
CRANE SERVICE

Dangerous Trees Cut & Removed
Stumps Removed  
Trusses Set
Trees Trimmed 
Land Clearing

FREE ESTIMATES FOR TREE SERVICES

TREE SERVICE

Celebrating 36 Years
Environmental Consultants – Licensed Designers

Steve Revell CPG, LD#178 BW

• Water Supply - Location, Development and Permitting
• On-Site Wastewater Design • Single & Multiple Lot Subdivision
• Property Development & Permitting
• State and Local Permitting
• Underground Storage Tank Removal & Assessment

Fax 802-453-5399 • Email: jrevell@lagvt.com
163 Revell Drive • Lincoln, VT 05443

Toll-Free: 800-477-4384
802-453-4384

www.lagvt.com

Jeremy Revell LD#611 BW • Tyler Maynard LD#597 B

CHECK US
OUT

ONLINE AT
ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

REGISTRATION 
ASSISTANCE

ROOFING

Reach Thousands 
through our

Advertising Section 
List YOUR Business where 

people look for local services 
for home improvements 

of all kinds.

Call or email the 
Addison Independent

388-4944 or
ads@addisonindependent.com

BUSINESS & SERVICES

Advertise your business on these pages for under $10 per week.
Call 802-388-4944 or email advertising@addisonindependent.com for details.

PLUMBING

SEPTIC & WATER

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

Phone (802) 537-3555

roofingMichael Doran
• Standing seam

• Asphalt shingles 
• Slate

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

roofing

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

Phone (802) 537-3555

Michael Doran
as seen at Addison County Field Days!

• Standing seam
• Asphalt shingles 

• Slate

mpdoransr@gmail.com

Made You Look
Imagine what
this space
could do for
your business

GETGET
RESULTS!RESULTS!
ADVERTISE ADVERTISE HEREHERE

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

Go Solar with
AllEarth Renewables
Customer-driven solutions 
designed, engineered and built 
in Vermont, with over 3,000 
installations in the state.

CALL 802.872.9600 x122
allearthrenewalables.com

RENEWABLE ENERGY

ROAD READY SERVICE LLC
JEANNE MILLER (802) 349-8483 • roadreadyservicellc@gmail.com

2877 Ethan Allen Highway, New Haven, VT. 05472

SAVE A TRIP TO THE DMVSAVE A TRIP TO THE DMV
Don’t drive to Rutland or Montpelier!

We can register all makes and models of cars, 
trucks, campers, trailers, RVs and boats

here in Addison County!

GET GET 
RESULTS!RESULTS!

ADVERTISE ADVERTISE HEREHERE

Short Surveying, inc.
Serving Addison County Since 1991

Timothy L. Short, L.S.
Property Line Surveys • Topographical Surveys

FEMA Elevation Certificates
135 S. Pleasant St., Middlebury, VT 

802-388-3511
ShortSurveyingVT@gmail.com

Serving Addison County
Call Us Today: (877) 777-7343

middleburyroofing.com
middleburyroofingvt@gmail.com

Slate Roof Specialists
S AV E  Y O U R  S L AT E  R O O F

Custom Copper • Standing Seam • Shingles 
Rubber • Chimneys • Siding • Windows

Senior Discount • Church Discount

Wishing �or mo�e business?
ADVERTISE YOURADVERTISE YOUR

 LAWN & GARDEN BUSINESS HERE LAWN & GARDEN BUSINESS HERE. . 

CALL 802-388-4944 CALL 802-388-4944 
OR EMAIL OR EMAIL 

ADVERTISING@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COMADVERTISING@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

more potential
customers!

Place your ad in
the Addy Indy!

A friendly, professional, 
and affordable family business.
Interior & Exterior

HESCOCK PAINTING

Kim or Jonathan Hescock
hescock@shoreham.net

462-3737 or 989-9107

Free 
Estimates 

References 

Fully 
Insured

PAINTING

Hummingbird
   Paint &
   Carpentry

Interior/Exterior

802-377-2030
New Haven, VT

Fully 
Insured

Free
Estimates
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Public Meetings
AL-ANON OFFERS HELP 
and hope to anyone who 
has been affected by a 
loved one’s drinking.  Mid-
dlebury hosts online meet-
ings, Sunday nights at 7:15 
pm and Wednesdays at 
1:30 pm.  Visit vermonta-
lanonalateen.org for the 
link and list of other meet-
ings in the region.  If you’d 
like to speak to an Al-Anon 
member, call our answering 
service (866-972-5266) and 
an Al-Anon member will call 
you back.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS in person meetings 
are available. For a list 
of local virtual meetings 
visit http://bit.ly/district9aa.  
For more information visit 
https://aavt.org/ or call the 
24 hour hotline at 802-388-
9284.

THE TURNING POINT 
CENTER of Addison Coun-
ty is temporarily closed.  
Due to COVID-19 we are 
now holding our meetings 
online. For up-to-date infor-
mation on how to access 
recovery services remotely 
please visit  https://turning-
pointaddisonvt.org/covid-
19-page-2/.’

V E R G E N N E S  F R E E 
THINKERS Founded in 
1935 on the principle of 
one alcoholic helping an-
other to achieve sobriety, 
A.A. is an effective and 
enduring program of re-
covery that has changed 
countless lives.  A.A. has 
always been committed to 
making its program of re-
covery available to anyone, 
anywhere, who reaches 
out for help with an alcohol 
problem.  The Vergennes 
Free Thinkers meeting was 
created in January of this 
year to maintain a tradition 
of free expression, conduct 
a meeting where alcoholics 
may feel free to express 
any beliefs, doubts or dis-
belief they may have, to 
share their own personal 
form of spiritual experience, 
their search for it, and/or 
their rejection of it, without 
having to accept anyone 
else’s beliefs or having to 
deny their own. Meetings 
are held with a high re-
gard for compassion and 
inclusion without judgment 
or exception.  If you think 
we can help, please join 
us on Thursdays at 6pm 
by contacting Vergennes-
freethinkers@gmail.com 
for Zoom and in-person 
meeting information.

VERMONT SUPPORT 
LINE Are you struggling 
with a challenging situa-
tion? Do you have feel-
ings of sadness, loneliness, 
isolation, anger, or depres-
sion? You don’t have to 
face it alone. Talk with a 
caring person who under-
stands what you’re going 
through today by calling or 
texting the free and confi-
dential Pathways Vermont 
Support Line available 24/7 
at (833) VT - TALKS.

Services
C+I DRYWALL and plaster-
ing. Call Joe 802-234-5545.

CONSTRUCTION: ADDI-
TIONS, RENOVATIONS 
new construction, drywall, 
carpentry, painting, flooring, 
roofing, pressure washing, 
driveway sealing. All as-
pects of construction, also 
property maintenance. Ste-
ven Fifield 802-989-0009.

MELISSA’S QUALITY 
CLEANING Services. Resi-
dential and commercial. 
Fully insured. Great rates. 
Reliable and thorough 
cleaning. 802-345-6257.

ODD JOBS lawn work, cut 
brush, some tree work. Call 
us we do other jobs too! 
802-999-2194 John.

3
WE BUY OLD STUFF Es-
tates, collections, antiques 
etc. Also hunting and fish-
ing items. Call Erik 802-
345-0653.

Free
DIGITAL ACCESS View 
obituaries, calendar listings 
and classifieds online at 
addisonindependent.com.  
Don’t miss out on events, 
garage sales, or opportu-
nities- check out our free 
digital listings.  Looking 
to read more? Become a 
subscriber!

Garage Sales
FAMILY GARAGE SALE 
Lamps, light fixtures, rugs, 
tools, cabinet hardware, 
kids items, wall art, plastic 
Adirondack chairs, mili-
tary memorabilia, many 
DVDs, DVD player, CDs, 
models (not completed and 
completed), jazz albums, 
books, clothing, handbags, 
dishware, clamp on light/
magnifier, candles and 
candle holders, house-
ware items. And much 
much more! Low prices. 

Plus free stuff and lemon-
ade stand. Cottage Lane 
(behind People’s Bank), 
Middlebury. Fri, Sat, & Sun 
June 17, 18, 19. 8:00am-
3:00pm. We are on a one 
way road, so please park 
on the right side only.

PRE-MOVING SALE: Wide 
selection of books, small 
tools, glassware, 3pc punch 
bowl, records, furniture, 
crib, Hoosier Cabinets, jew-
elry, clothes (baby-adult), 
New ladies LL Bean items, 
kid’s items, bowling balls & 
bags, old golf clubs, vintage 

linens, marble mantle and 
many more items! Willing to 
hear all reasonable offers, 
motivated seller! 97 Elm St, 
Pittsford, VT (behind Ka-
muda’s market). 9am-5pm 
Sat & Sun 6/11 & 6/12, Sat 
& Sun 6/18 & 6/19.

DEADLINE: Monday at 5 p.m. 

CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM
Addison Independent

Cash in on our 4-for-3 rates! Pay for 3 issues, get 4th issue free! An ad placed for consective issues runs the 4th time for free! PLEASE PRINT YOUR AD...

The Independent assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in ads, but will 
rerun classified ad in which the error oc-
curred. No refunds will be possible. Ad-
vertiser will please notify us of any errors 
which may occur after first publication.

Number of words:
Cost:
# of runs:
Spotlight Charge:
Internet Listing: $2.00
TOTAL:

ADDISON INDEPENDENT
58 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-4944
addisonindependent.com •  email: classifieds@addisonindependent.com

RA
TE

S

• 25¢ per word • minimum $2.50 per ad 

• $2 internet listing for up to 4 issues • minimum 2 insertions

• Special 4 for 3 rates not valid for the following categories: Services,
Opportunities, Real Estate, Wood heat, Attn. Farmers, For Rent & Help Wanted

Notices

Card of Thanks

Personals

Services

Free**

Lost ’N Found**

Garage Sales 

Lawn & Garden

Opportunities

Adoption

Work Wanted

Help Wanted

For Sale

Public Meetings**

For Rent

Want to Rent

Wood Heat

Real Estate

Animals

Att. Farmers

Motorcycles

Cars

Trucks

SUVs

Snowmobiles

Boats

Wanted

Real Estate Wanted

Vacation Rentals

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Spotlight with large 3$2** no charge for these ads

Or, submit your classified ad on our website: addisonindependent.com

Volunteer ad

3x3 or a 6x3 

Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities

Foodaroo Volunteers Needed

To learn more, reach out to Amy Hoekstra at
amyh@unitedwayaddisoncounty.org

Foodaroo unites the state’s most talented culinary artisans and beverage makers with musicians, 
street performers, dancers and more showcasing the best of Vermont’s thriving maker movement. 
Volunteers are needed for setup, assisting in baking competitions, helping with lawn games and more. 
Join us in volunteering on Sunday, June 26th for a fun event! 

We are seeking a staff person to be a part of our Outreach team, 
which provides support to young families
through center and home-based services.

Position includes individual and group work opportunities, 
collaboration with community agencies and home visiting.

MSW preferred or a minimum of a Bachelor’s degree 
in a related field is required.

Great working environment and benefits!
Total are hours negotiable.

Please send a resume and cover letter, along with 3 
references to Donna Bailey at

Outreach Position

Middlebury Agway  338 Exchange St. – Middlebury, VT.

PT/FT Cashier -  Customer Service
Immediate Openings available.  Must be able to work until 6pm Week-

days and Weekends a MUST.  Approximately 20 - 35hrs per week.
Wage commensurate with experience. 

Please send Resumes to info@middleburyagway.com or Fill out Application 
at Middlebury Agway, 338 Exchange Street, Middlebury VT.

Please no phone calls.

Warehouse and Yard Worker  -  PT/FT  Position available
Warehouse Worker Job Purpose: Loading and Assisting with Customer 
Orders from the Yard, Warehouse and Store, Stocking Shelves and Filling 
Propane Tanks.
Skills/Qualifications: Ability to lift 50lbs repeatedly throughout the day 
Weekends and dependability a MUST!  Preferable age 18+.

Please fill out an application in person.
Middlebury Agway - 338 Exchange St. – Middlebury, VT.

The Town of Bristol is seeking qualified candidates to join the 5-member 
Public Works Department.  The Public Works Department supports the 
community and other departments in many ways beyond maintaining 
roads, sidewalks, and equipment.  
The Assistant Public Works Foreman would be responsible for performing 
all the duties of the Public Works Employee, with added leadership 
and management responsibilities in the absence of the Foreman and 
to provide support to the Foreman.  Must be computer literate and be 
able to communicate via e-mail and Zoom.  The Public Works Employee 
is responsible for plowing and sanding roads, repairing roads and 
drainage systems, roadside mowing, grading, brush and tree removal, 
sign installation, flagging, routine equipment maintenance, chainsaw 
operation, heavy equipment operation, such as a grader, backhoe, and 
loader; follow applicable safety protocols, and other duties as assigned by 
the Public Works Foreman. The position is full-time and requires a flexible 
schedule, which will vary with weather and emergencies and may include 
nights, weekends, and holidays.  Class B CDL required.  Class A preferred. 
A pre-employment drug test and adherence to federal drug and alcohol 
testing requirements will be required. Compensation commensurate with 
qualifications and experience.  
Competitive benefits package.  The Town is offering a sign-on bonus 
of $2,500, with half paid upfront and the other half after six months.  
Detailed job descriptions are available at www.bristolvt.org.  
The position will be open until filled.  To apply, please e-mail, mail, or drop 
off a resume and three references by the end of the day,  June 22, 2022 
to townadmin@bristolvt.org with Bristol Public Works Employee in the 
subject line or send to:

Bristol Public Works Employee Search
P.O. Box 249, Bristol, VT 05443

Town of Bristol 
Public Works Department

ASSISTANT PUBLIC WORKS FOREMAN

The Town of Bristol is an equal opportunity provider 
and employer and does not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, 
religion, gender, or familial status.

Optician / Ophthalmic Technician / Frame Stylist
Peak View Eye Care seeks a personable, dependable, self-directed individual 

to join its team to deliver excellent professional optical services. The ideal 
candidate is pleasantly approachable, well-organized, capable of multi-tasking, 

works well with others on a team, and pays exceptional attention to detail. 

Duties include:
-  Choosing appropriately fi tting eyeglass frames with complementary style & color;

-  Choosing appropriate lens materials & treatments based on visual needs;
-  Processing eyeglass orders with optical labs & verify the accuracy of the end product;

-  Maintaining an inspiring inventory of contemporary & affordable eyeglass frames;
-  Repairing eyeglasses & adjusting them to fi t comfortably and appropriately;

-  Teaching fi rst-time contact lens wearers to insert, remove, and care for their contact lenses;
-  Meeting with visiting optical company representatives; and,

-  Ensuring the accuracy of optical accounts payable.
Work weekdays in a relaxed but professional atmosphere. Full-time workers have 

two 3-day weekends per month. Salary/wage is commensurate with prior experience. 
Previous employment in health care, customer service, or sales is desired. Licensure 

or certifi cation as an optician or frame stylist is preferred. 
Please send a cover letter expressing your interest along with your résumé and 
3 job references to peakvieweyecare@yahoo.com, or to Peak View Eye Care, 27 

Main St, Vergennes, VT 05491.

3 x 6 col 
county tire

CD

Addison Independent

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Public Meetings Public Meetings Services

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Garage Sales Garage Sales Garage Sales

Help Wanted

Help Wanted ads 
can be found on

Pages 8B and 9B.

County Tire Center, Inc. is a busy 10 bay shop looking 
for a motivated full-time automotive technician with 

knowledge in brakes, exhaust, oil changes, tires,
VT state inspection license as well as all other related 
mechanical job duties. Your own tools are required.

Email cover letter, resume
and three references to

lisa@countytirecenter.com
or mail/drop off at: 

County Tire Center, Inc. 
33 Seymour St

Middlebury, VT 05753

We offer competitive wages including health insurance, vacation/
sick time, 401K, uniforms and boot allowance. 

40 hours per week Monday-Friday, with 
overtime available during the months

of fall and spring tire changes.

Love Cars?
               Us Too!
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Opportunities
BONSAI WORKSHOP 
“Creating Live Sculpture 
from Trees”. Saturday July 
30th at Horsford Nursery. 
https://horsfordnursery.
com/bonsai-creating-living-
sculptures-from-trees/ Or 
call Jeff at 978-263-8646.

Help Wanted
AMERICAN FLATBREAD 
MIDDLEBURY Hearth 
is hiring!  Offering good 
compensation, respect-
ful co-workers, and great 
food.  We are hiring for 
multiple full time and part 
time positions including bar 
leadership, daytime prep 
and evening shifts.  Ample 
opportunities for growth in 
a positive work environ-
ment.  Please stop in for 

an application or email Joe 
at joe@americanflatbread.
com. EOE.

CLEANERS WANTED 
immediately. Bristol & 
Vergennes area. Flexible 
hours & part time. Will train. 
$20phr. 802-343-7770.

3
KEEWAYDIN CAMP is 
looking for help with a wide 
variety of groundskeep-
ers and maintenance jobs, 
no experience necessary. 
M-F with a few Saturdays 
through October. Email 
lee@keewaydin.org or call 
802.352.4447 lv msg

TOWN OF LINCOLN, VT 
seeks a part-time Zoning 
Administrator (ZA) for ap-
prox. 20 hours per week. 
Pay is commensurate 
with experience. The ZA 
administers and enforces 
zoning regulations and sup-
ports the Planning Com-
mission and Development 
Review Board. Minimum 
qualifications include; one 
year relevant work experi-
ence, excellent oral/writ-
ten communication skills, 
and attention to detail, For 
the complete job descrip-
tion, please contact Ann 
at the Lincoln Town office 
at townbk@lincolnvermont.
org or (802/ 453-2980. Ap-
ply by email with a letter 
of interest and resume as 
a PDF attachment to Bill 
Finger, Selectboard Chair 
at admin@lincolnvermont.
org or by mail to Bill Fin-
ger, Lincoln Town Office, 
62 Quaker St, Lincoln, VT 
05443. Position open until 
filled.

PREP COOK NEEDED for 
Timberlock. An Adirondack 
Family Resort on Indian 
Lake, NY. Mid June to La-
bor Day . 5 1/2 days a week 
live in position. Housing 
provided in rustic lakeside 
cabin. Some cooking expe-
rience and team work skills 
needed. 518-648-5494 un-
plug@timberlock.com

Lawn and 
Garden

3
GARDEN TILLING large 
and small. Brush Hogging, 
lawn mowing. Reasonable 
rates. Contact Wayne 802-
382-7465.

TROYBILT HORSE TIL-
LER Rebuilt with new B&S 
6.5hp engine, belts, seals, 
tines, and paint job. $975 
obo. email cabessette@
juno.com for pictures.

Vacation Rentals
ADDISON: LAKE CHAM-
PLAIN waterfront camp. 
Beautiful views, gorgeous 
sunsets, private beach, 
dock, rowboat and canoe 
included. $999. weekly, or 
call for weekends. 802-349-
4212, no texts.

For Rent
DRY, WINTER/SUMMER 
STORAGE SPACE in Ad-
dison. Available storage 
space in my barn for sum-
mer/winter storage. The 
barn is structurally sound 
and weather-tight with 
electricity. No heat or run-
ning water. The barn is also 
available for lease. The en-
trance door measurements 
are 8’ wide by 7’ high. For 
more info: 802-363-3403 
or rochon_m@yahoo.com.

EAST MIDDLEBURY fur-
nished room. All included; 
fully equipped kitchen, wi-fi, 
w/d, parking, all utilities.  
Private entrance. Share 
kitchen, share bath with 
one other tenant. Clean, 
quiet, safe. $500 per 
month. Text Sue 802-989-
8941.

MIDDLEBURY BRIAR-
WOOD APARTMENTS 
is currently taking wait-
list applications for 2- br 
apartments. No smoking/
No pets. Income limits 
apply- rent based on in-
come- 2 person minimum 
occupancy.  Equal Housing 
Opportunity. Handicapped 
accessible.  802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com.

MIDDLEBURY, OFF CAM-
PUS HOUSING available. 
802-388-4831, AJ Neri 
Property Rentals.

MIDDLEBURY: Share rural 
home w/ professional in her 
60s who enjoys horses & 
growing veggies, seeking 
housemate to lend hand 
with yard work & garden-
ing. $350/month. Furnished 
bdrm, private BA. 802-863-
5625 or HomeShareVer-
mont.org for application. 
Interview, refs, background 
checks req. EHO

NEW HAVEN: 2 bdrm apt 
in the lower level of our 
home: apologies but strict-
ly No Pets, No smoking. 
Avail mid August. $1250 
per month plus security, 
employment and other 
references required, liv-
ing area about 900 sq ft. 
Includes private entrance, 
heat, hot water, snow re-
moval, parking, garbage 
removal, washer dryer, 
landlord lives on premises 
on the main level while 
offering you our lower unit 
in our quiet country home. 
This cute apt is clean, has 
new bedroom carpeting, 
beautiful views. lots of 
morning sun, living room/
Kit combo, breakfast bar, 
shower no tub, high ceil-
ings. Enjoy a safe, clean, 
healthy, peaceful, low key 
atmosphere. Email me at: 
home4382@outlook.com

VERGENNES VALLEY 
VIEW APARTMENTS is 
currently taking wait list ap-
plications.  Occupants must 
be 62+ years of age.  No 
smoking/ No pets. Income 
limits apply - Rent based 
on income. Equal Housing 
Opportunity.  802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com.

Account: Real-Net 
Management, Bicknell 

Real Est
1 Cols Wide

Att. Farmers
FOR SALE: 3x3 8 Square 
bails, 1st cut & 2nd cut. 
2021 crop. Delivery pos-
sible, good quality hay. 315-
396-2268 or 315-753-1232. 
Central NY.

HORSE BLANKET WASH 
and repair.  Accepting non-
leather (for now) horsewear 
of all kinds for cleaning and 
repairing at my Weybridge 
location.  Call or text Sue 
Miller at 802-377-5945 or 
email svdwmiller@icloud.
com with “horse” in the 
subject line for more in-
formation.

SMALL SQUARE BALES 
$3.50.  Excellent round 
bales $30.00.  Call 802-
377-5455.

WHITNEY’S CUSTOM 
FARM WORK Pond agi-
tating, liquid manure haul-
ing, drag line aerating. Call 
for price. 462-2755, John 
Whitney.

Motorcycles
2005 KYMCO 150 CC 
Scooter. 3,000 miles. Ex-
cellent condition. $1200. 
Call 802-759-2461

Wanted
LIONS CLUB NEEDS good 
items for their annual auc-
tion.  Please no appliances 
or electronics.  Call for pick 
up, 388-7124.  Help us, 
help others.

Account: Cristelli, Ray
1 Cols Wide

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent

2 x col  4.5
vt soap

CD

2 x col  4
slate valley

CD

ADDISON CENTRAL
SCHOOL DISTRICT

COACHING POSITIONS

Middlebury Union Middle School is seeking
 Soccer Coaches for Boys’
and Girls’ Grades 6, 7, & 8

Middlebury Union High School is seeking a
Girls’ Hockey Coach

Applicants must possess a strong knowledge 
of coaching principles with previous coaching 
experience preferred.  Must possess strong 

organizational skills and the ability to communicate 
and relate to student athletes.

Interested parties should send a letter of 
interest, resume, and three current letters 

of reference via Schoolspring.
Applications will be accepted until

the positions have been filled.
E.O.E.

TOWN OF CORNWALL

HIGHWAY
MAINTENANCE POSITION

The Town of Cornwall is seeking 
qualified applicants for a full time Highway 
Maintenance position. This position involves 
the performance of road maintenance 
operations year-round. This person must be 
available to work, with a reasonable commute 
time, nights, weekends, and holidays through 
the winter or for any emergency situation. 

A clean driving record and the ability 
to pass pre-hire and random drug tests 
is required. A Class B CDL with air brake 
endorsement is required. A Class A CDL and/
or tank endorsement is a plus. Experience with 
municipal snowplow trucks and equipment, 
road grader, loader and other road 
maintenance equipment is preferred. A high 
school diploma or equivalent as well as basic 
computer skills (email, word processing and 
spreadsheets) is a plus. The Town of Cornwall 
offers competitive wages and benefits.

Applications and the job description are 
available at the Cornwall Town Office or on 
the Cornwall website at   www.cornwallvt.
com. Submit a cover letter and resume which 
includes past work history with the application 
to the Town Clerk by 5:00 PM on Friday, July 
1, 2022.

Full-Time Lawn Care 
& 

Landscaping
Positions Available

Immediate positions available working 
Monday – Friday and some Saturdays.

Paid Holidays, partial uniforms, 
and competitive pay.   

Experience isn’t necessary 
but having a positive attitude, 

loving to work outside, 
and being reliable is.

To apply, call 802-352-9088
or stop by at 307 Kelly Cross Rd., 

Salisbury, VT 05769

Full time year around General Farm Labor 
position available. Experience with farm equipment, 

basic mechanical & electric knowledge preferred. 
Must have a valid driver’s license and reliable 

transportation. Pay commensurate with experience. 

Also looking for a person to work in fast paced 
Egg Processing room 15-20 hours each week.  

Applicant must be a reliable, responsible self starter 
with good references and reliable transportation.  

Maple Meadow 
Farm is looking for 

A Few 
Good Eggs

Apply in person at
Maple Meadow Farm,

518 Maple St.,
Salisbury, VT 05769. 

ALL ADDISON COUNTY LOCATIONS 
CURRENTLY HIRING!

For openings and to apply, visit 
Maplefields.com

Looking for work in your hometown? 
We offer medical, dental, paid vacation, 

personal time, sick time and 401K for
full time positions.

Looking for 
something different?

Your local newspaper 
is your

BEST RESOURCE 
for local 

job opportunities!

Also available online:
addisonindependent.com

It’s against the law to 
discriminate
when advertising 

housing

Let us help you sift 
through the complexities 
of the Fair Housing Law. 
Stay legal. Stay on the 
right side of the nation’s 
Fair Housing Law. 

Call the Addison 
Independent at
(802) 388-4944. 

It’s against the law to discriminate when 
advertising housing. Its easier to break 
the law than you might think. You can’t 
say “no children” or “adults only.”
There’s a lot you can’t say.
The Federal Government  
is watching for such
discrimination.

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

Help Wanted Help Wanted

THE MEADOWS
Middlebury, VT

We are currently 
accepting applications 

for our waiting list.
Eligible applicants pay 
30% of their adjusted 

income for rent.
For more information, 
please write or call the 

rental management agent.

Real-Net
Management, Inc.

26 Court Street
Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-4994
EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY OLD & Used

guns wanted

P: 802-775-2859
C: 802-236-7213

Rifles, 
Hand 
guns, 

Shot guns
Top prices paid.

Vermont Soap is looking for attentive, 
reliable and responsible people to work 
in our production department. 

This position requires basic computer 
skills, attention to detail, the ability to 
sit or stand for long periods of time and 
the ability to lift up to 50lbs. Must be 
a team player and also able to work 
independently. 

This is a full time position (Mon-Fri 
7-3:30) with paid vacation time, paid 
holidays, 401k with employer match, 
and more!

Please send cover letter and resume to 
nichole@vermontsoap.com.

Production Team 
Members

Help Wanted

Help Wanted For Rent Att. Farmers For Rent

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted ads 
can be found on

Pages 8B and 9B.

Help Wanted Help Wanted

For Rent For Rent

 All real estate advertising 
in this newspaper is 
subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 
as amended which makes 
it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons 
receiving public assistance, 
or an intention to make any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will 
not  knowingly accept any 
advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.  To complain 
of discrimination, call HUD 
Toll-free at 1-800-424-8590. 
For the Washington, DC area 
please call HUD at  
426-3500.

SLATE VALLEY 
MODIFIED UNIFIED UNION 

SCHOOL DISTRICT
ANTICIPATED 

SOCIAL STUDIES TEACHER 
VACANCY 2022-2023

Anticipated Middle School Social Studies 
Teacher needed at Slate Valley Unified 

Union School District for the 2022-2023 
school year. Must meet Vermont State 

Teacher Licensing requirements. 
For additional information contact Ben 
Worthing, Principal at 265-4966 or by 

email bworthing@svuvt.org.  
Applications for this position must apply 

on www.SchoolSpring.com.

The position will remain open until filled.
EOE

LEGAL NOTICE
Original Estate Planning Documents of DeBonis,

Wright & Carris, PC Law Practice
W. Tracy Carris Law Practice

Notice of Change of Custody and Potential Destruction
Notice is hereby given that, as ordered by the Vermont Supreme Court, 

all original estate planning documents, which include wills, trusts, powers of 
attorney, and advance directives, previously prepared by and stored at the 
law firms of DeBonis, Wright & Carris, PC and/or W. Tracy Carris, of Poultney, 
Vermont, have been transferred to the custody of the Rutland District Probate 
Court located at 83 Center Street, Rutland, Vermont. The Rutland District 
Probate Court phone number is (802) 775-0114.

Take further note that the Vermont Supreme Court has also ordered that the 
Rutland Probate Division, in its discretion, may direct that, if not retrieved, these 
original estate planning materials be securely destroyed after a six-month period 
to begin two weeks after the date this notice is first published.

F. Rendol Barlow, Court Appointed Trustee
Publication Dates: 06/09/22, 06/16/22

AT&T Mobility is proposing to construct a 199 ft monopole telecommunications 
tower facility located near North Hollow Road, Granville, Addison County, VT 
05747 (44 00 29.9 N, 72 50 21.1 W). 

Any interested party wishing to submit comments regarding the potential 
effects the proposed facility may have on any historic property may do so by 
sending comments to: Project 6121000248- MPH EBI Consulting, 21 B Street, 
Burlington, MA 01803, mhouston@ebiconsulting.com or at (504) 458-4444.

PUBLIC NOTICE
EBI PROJECT #6121000248

   
  Public 

Notices
can be found in this  

ADDISON INDEPENDENT  

on Pages 9B and 10B.

TOWN OF WHITING
SELECTBOARD 

WARNING AND AGENDA
On June 27th, 2022 @ 5:00pm the 
Selectboard will meet at the Whiting 
Town Office located at 29 S. Main 
Street, to discuss and adopt an 
Alternative Energy Plan.

ADDY WEBSITE
www.addisonindependent.com
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Auctions

Tuesday 12:30pm to 4:30pm

APPOINTMENTS REQUIRED.
FACE MASKS REQUIRED.

(even if vaccinated)

802-388-1966
addisoncountyclerk@gmail.com

Full Passport Service
Addison County Courthouse
The Addison County Clerk located in 

Frank Mahady Courthouse is available 
to accept passport applications
and provide  passport photos.

REGULAR HOURS
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday

9am to 1pm

The Annual Meeting of the Munger 
Street Cemetery Corporation, Inc. 
has been rescheduled to Tuesday, 
June 21, 2022 at 7:00 p.m across 
from the cemetery at the home of 
Ruth Penfield, 2691 Munger Street 
in New Haven VT.
    Mary McGuire, Secretary

MUNGER STREET 
CEMETERY NOTICE

LINCOLN SCHOOL DISTRICT, LINCOLN, VERMONT
WARNING

SPECIAL ELECTION
Tuesday, June 21, 2022 at Burnham Hall

52 East River Road, Lincoln, VT
The legal voters of the Town of Lincoln are hereby warned to meet at Burnham 

Hall on Tuesday, June 21, 2022, polls to be open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. for 
voting by Australian ballot, to elect the following school officers:

Article 1: To elect one School Director for the Lincoln School District, to 
serve a term ending *March 7, 2023 [16 V.S.A. § 423(a))
Article 2: To elect one School Director for the Lincoln School District, to 
serve a term ending *March 5, 2024 [16 V.S.A. § 423(a)]
Article 3: To elect one School Director for the Lincoln School District to 
serve a term ending *March 4, 2025 [16 V.S.A. § 423(a)]

Pursuant to 16 V.S.A. Section 424(c), this warning is hereby made and called 
by the Vermont Secretary of State. Dated at Montpelier, Vermont, this 18th day 
of May, 2022

Jim Condos, Vermont Secretary of State
* Each of these will eventually become 3-year positions, the expiration dates will 
stagger as the board is first established.

BRISTOL — Between May 16 
and June 6, Bristol police completed 
96 foot patrols and six car patrols, 
completed five sex offender registry 
checks, conducted 37 traffic stops 
and checked the security of Mount 
Abraham Union High School 21 
times, of Bristol Elementary School 
19 times, and at local businesses 20 
times. 

Police also processed 12 
fingerprint requests, responded to a 
false alarm, helped one resident get 
into their locked vehicle, responded 
to one 911 call that turned out to be 
a misdial and facilitated the return of 
one loose dog and one bicycle. 

In other recent activity, Bristol 
police: 

• On May 17 responded to a 
complaint of unsafe driving by 
multiple vehicles on Airport Drive. 
An investigation is ongoing. 

• On May 17 completed online 
evidence management training. 

• On May 19 received a report 
of stalking from a person on Taylor 
Avenue; an investigation is ongoing. 

• On May 20 responded to a 
person on Airport Drive in need 
of assistance with transportation. 
Officers went there and determined 
that assistance was not needed. 

• On May 21 responded to a dog 
at large on Garfield Street. Police 
returned the dog to its owner and 
issued a ticket to the owner for 
letting the dog run loose without 
supervision. 

• On May 21 issued parking 
tickets to vehicles parked on 
pavement on Lincoln Road. 

• On May 22 assisted with 
returning property found on South 
Route 116. 

• On May 24 assisted a resident 
in contacting the appropriate agency 
for a civil issue. 

• On May 24 also assisted a 
resident in contacting the appropriate 
New York law enforcement agency 
to report a sex offense that occurred 
in New York state. 

• On May 24 began investigating 
a report of vandalism on East Street. 

• On May 25 completed online 
“Law Enforcement: Your Role in 
Older Driver Safety” training. 

• On May 25 assisted a resident 
in contacting a social service agency 
for assistance. 

• On May 26 received a complaint 
about threatening on Airport Drive. 
An investigation found no action 
rose to the level of an offense. 

• On May 26 received request 
from a Prince Lane business to issue 
a notice against trespass upon a 
resident. Police will serve the notice 
when the form is complete. 

• On May 27 responded to a 
harassment complaint on Taylor 
Avenue, and forwarded information 
from the incident to the State’s 
Attorney for review. 

• On May 27 received a complaint 
about threatening on Parsonage Road 
and determined no action rose to the 
level of an offense. 

• On May 28 responded to 
a report of a family find in the 
Mountain Street area. Police cited 
Kelly Husk, 42, of Starksboro for 
domestic assault. 

• On May 30 responded to a crash 
on South Route 116 and provided 
emergency lights and traffic control. 

• On May 30 assisted the 
Vermont Department for Children 
and Families in the Taylor Avenue 
neighborhood. 

• On May 31 assisted with traffic 
control at the scene of a crash on 
Burpee Road. 

• On May 31 assisted with an 
application for a refrain from abuse 
court order on West Street. 

• On May 31 helped a Main 
Street business return property left 
by a customer. 

• On May 31 cited Lonny 
McCray, 24, of Bristol for driving 
with a criminally suspended license 
and violation of conditions of release. 

• On June 1 responded to a death 
investigation on Church Street. 
Police determined that Nancy Abbot, 
91, died of natural causes. 

• On June 1 assisted Vermont 
State Police with a noise complaint 
on Woodland Drive. 

• On June 1 assisted Saint Albans 
City Police in locating a person on 
Morgan Horse Lane. 

• On June 2 someone reported 
receiving unwanted texts and 
photos from an unknown person. An 
investigation is ongoing. 

• On June 3 assisted a Bristol 
resident in contracting a social 
service organization for assistance. 

• On June 3 provided traffic 
control on West Street while Randy 
Sargent hung the Mount Abraham 
Union High School graduation 
banner. 

• On June 5 assisted a resident in 
contacting the appropriate agency to 
assist with an ongoing civil issue. 

Police LogBristol

Vergennes police help calm an upset teen

Police Log
Vergennes

BRISTOL 
STOR-MOR

508 Burpee Rd.,Bristol, Vt
Patrick Blaise
19 Booth Woods
Vergennes, VT

Unit #35A
5’ x 10’

Household items
Minimum bid required

Sale Date: June 25, 9 a.m.

PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING SCHEDULED
FOR MIDDLEBURY STATE AIRPORT
AIRPORT MASTER PLAN UPDATE

The Vermont Agency of Transportation is currently undergoing an Airport 
Master Plan Update (MPU) to account for changes that have taken place at 
Middlebury State Airport and in the aviation industry since the completion of 
the previous update in 2003. The Master Plan will be used to guide airport 
improvements to meet existing and future needs of Airport users.

Please join us at an informational meeting to learn more about the Airport 
MPU. During the meeting, you will have an opportunity to understand the 
objectives of the study, review the study process, and the draft findings and 
recommendations, plus provide feedback regarding the future of the Airport.

Thursday, June 30, 2022; 6 PM – 7:30 PM
Middlebury Town Office, Conference Room

77 Main Street
Middlebury, VT 05753

Additionally, the meeting will be held virtually and can be accessed via the link: 
bit.ly/6B0PM1

TOWN OF LINCOLN PUBLIC NOTICE
The Lincoln Zoning Board of Adjustment will conduct a hearing which was first 

held on May 23, 2022. This is for Application # 22-028 as requested by James 
Dumont for Sarah Laird and also other appellants, for an appeal of Permit # 21-
011 that was granted to the Bicknell Trust for a seasonal camp on Parcel I.D. # 
19070203.000 on Elder Hill Road in Lincoln, VT.

Monday, June 20, 2022
*SITE VISIT POSTPONED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE*

6:00 pm: Continuation of the hearing will be held at Burnham Hall,
52 East River Road, Lincoln, VT, and virtually using Zoom.

Participation in the local proceeding is a prerequisite to the right to take any 
subsequent appeal. Please call the Town Office at (802) 453-2980 to arrange a 
time to view the complete application.

The Zoom link will be included in the agenda which can be found on the 
Town’s website the week prior to the hearing: https://lincolnvermont.org/zba

Nicole Lee, Lincoln ZBA Clerk

VERGENNES — Three 
Vergennes police officers on June 
6 helped first subdue and then calm 
an upset teen who was trying to 
jump out of a moving car as his 
parents were taking him through 
Vergennes to a counseling facility 
in New York state. 

The first officer on the scene 

helped the father restrain his 
17-year-old boy briefly until more 
aid arrived, and eventually all three 

worked with the teen’s family to 
convince him to relax and accept 
the ride, police said.

In other incidents between June 
6 and 12, police conducted seven 
patrols by cruiser and five on foot 
and one traffic stop, fingerprinted 
three job seekers, responded to one 
false alarm and also:

On June 6:
• Checked the welfare of a 

Vergennes Union High School 
student at her home at the request of 
a school official. Police said she was 
OK.

• Checked the welfare of a Main 
Street resident on behalf of family 
members who were concerned he 
was refusing to take medication. 
Police said he was OK, at least for 
the time being.

On June 7:
• Helped a motorist with a 

disabled vehicle on Main Street.
• Helped calm a disorderly 

patient at the North Street eldercare 
facility.

On June 8 and 9 helped secure 
unlocked Main Street businesses.

On June 10:

• Took a report of a fender-
bender in the Shaw’s Supermarket 
parking lot. 

• On behalf of AgeWell, spoke to 
a Walker Avenue resident who will 
soon be evicted and helped convince 
her to accept housing elsewhere the 
agency had found for her. An officer 
built trust by helping the woman 
carry groceries, clean a refrigerator 
and fill out a Lions Club application 
for new glasses, according to Chief 
George Merkel.

• Investigated the theft of a 
package delivered to a Main Street 
apartment.

• Took a tip about illegal 
narcotics activity on Main Street.

• After checking a report of 
youths on the VUHS roof, issued 
court diversion paperwork to one 
for possession of cannabis. 

On June 11 backed up Vermont 
State Police at the scene of an 
alleged Ferrisburgh domestic 
assault in which a male allegedly 
choked a woman. City police joined 
an unsuccessful search for the 
man; they said state police issued a 
warrant for his arrest. TOWN OF FERRISBURGH

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

JULY 6TH, 2022
A public hearing before the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Town of 

Ferrisburgh will be held at the Town Clerk’s Office on Wednesday, July 6th, 
2022, to consider the following:

7:00 PM Call to order and approval of minutes from the June 1st 
meeting.  

7:05 PM Application No. 22-047 (E. Taubes) Construction of wood 
shop; property ID#05/01/82.12; 96 Westin Road; Rural Agricultural 
(RA-5) district; conditional use

7:20 PM Application No. 22-060 (V.Devine, Jr.) Construction of  shop; 
property ID#05/01/23.11; 45 Old Hollow Road; Highway Mixed Use 
(HMU) district; conditional use

Other business.
The above files are available for inspection at the Town Clerk’s Office.  

Persons wishing to appear and be heard may do so in person or be represented 
by an agent or an attorney.  Communications about the above hearings may also 
be filed in writing with the Board or the Zoning Administrator.

 PLEASE NOTE: Participation in the local proceeding is a prerequisite to the 
right to take any subsequent appeal.

ADDY WEBSITE
www.addisonindependent.com

MARKET REPORT
ADDISON COUNTY

COMMISSION SALES
RT. 125 • EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT

Sales for 6/9 & 6/13, 2022
                        COST 
BEEF LBS. /LB $
Savello Farm 1175 1.075 1263.13
Macglaflin Family 1675 1.00 1675.00
Kayhart Bros. 1830 0.95 1738.50
T. Debevoise 1825 0.95 1733.75
D. Bigelow 1325 0.95 1258.75
M. Dolloft 1765 0.90 1588.50
Lilley Hill 1400 0.90 1260.00
                        COST 
CALVES LBS. /LB $
M. Russell 97 3.00 291.00
A. Brisson 93 3.00 279.00
Barnes Bros 114 2.80 319.20
Vorsteveld Farm 88 2.80 246.40
R. Scholten 98 2.00 196.00
Total # Beef: 126 Total # Calves: 378
We value our faithful customers.

Sales at 3 pm - Mon. & Thurs.
call 1-802-388-2661

Crabapple splendor
IN RESPONSE TO the 2018 launch of a Rotary International campaign for clubs around the world to plant one tree per Rotarian 

member, the Rotary Club of Middlebury and local President Buzz Kernan took on the project to plant one flowering crabapple for each 
member, in the Middlebury Recreation Park near Mary Hogan School. The town, Addison Central School District and many others 
partnered with the club to make what is now an enchanting grove possible. This shows how it looked last month.

Photo by Max Kraus 



Real Estate SPECIAL! Health & Well-BeingEntertainment Reviews Feature Interviews

ARTS+LEISURE
June 16, 2022The Addison Independent

Bristol thinker Jim Stapleton has spent a lot of time thinking about the philosophical diff erences between believing something and knowing it. He has distilled his thoughts into a 
new book. INDEPENDENT PHOTO / STEVE JAME

hen you crack Jim 
Stapleton’s new book, 
“What I Know… What 
I Believe: A Layman’s 
Epistemology,” he 
quickly dissolves any 
misconceptions of 
academic authority. Rather 

Stapleton, who lives 
with his partner 
Diana Bigelow in 
Bristol, frames this 
work as a “personal 

memoir”; and we fold into these pages 
knowing that they hold the refl ections of a 
thoughtful (to say the least) 85-year-old. 

“I spend a lot of time fussing with ideas,” 
Stapleton said in a written interview, “lying 
awake at night, on long walks in the woods: 
things like ‘What do I really know? How can I 
prove that? Am I fooling myself here? How so? 
How can I avoid these self-deceptions?’”

His sub-100-page examination of 
epistemology is indeed for the layperson. He 
synthesizes large schools of philosophical 
thought, distills a literature review of some of 
history’s great thinkers, and sprinkles in his 
own history of questioning, development and 
point of view.

Stapleton studied theoretical physics in 
Germany during his college years, and 

also holds an MS in Biology and Ph.D. in 
Environmental Science. 

“I am not dismissive of science, despite my 
jibes at its arrogance,” Stapleton clarifi ed. “But 
science is not the sum of what is believable 
about the world. That reality is yet to be 
fathomed, the secret alluded to in the book’s 
fi nal paragraph.”

Curious to learn more, Stapleton elaborated on 
his most recent book:

Q: WHAT IS YOUR WRITING PROCESS LIKE? 
I write in the smallest room in our house and 
I fi ght vigorously to maintain its “sanctity,” 
fi ghts I generally lose. I start writing early most 
mornings and continue until the mental fog 
rolls in, then, with Diana, do yoga or take a hike. 
Afternoons are better for research or reading, 
evenings for a hockey game or a European 
detective video.

SEE BOOK ON PAGE 3

Book strikes balance between knowing and believing

ELSIE
 LYNN PARINI

BY
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“IF I KNOW SOMETHING YOU 
DON’T, YOU ARE LESSER THAN 
ME; IF I BELIEVE SOMETHING 
OTHER THAN YOU DO, WE 
ARE EQUALS, AND HAVE 
SOMETHING TO TALK ABOUT.”
 — Jim Stapleton
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Prindle Wissler at center of THT exhibit and membership drive

n the lower level of the Town Hall 
Theater, the Jackson Gallery offers 
theatergoers or visitors (when 
there’s not a show on) an intimate 
space to view the myriad exhibits. 
This month, Prindle Wissler, once 
Middlebury’s longest-living artist, has 
a retrospective show exhibiting at the 

Jackson Gallery. 

“It Runs With The 
Territory: A Prindle 

Wissler Retrospective” features work by the 
late local artist who passed away at age 99 
in 2011. The paintings and prints in this exhibit 
span from the 1940s to the early 2000s. 

Wissler graduated from Skidmore College 
in 1933, and went on to a master of fine arts 
degree at Columbia University. People of a 
certain age knew her as the art teacher at 
Mary Hogan Elementary School, and in her 
later years she continued to teach privately.

“When you look at this exhibit,” said THT 
Gallery Director Elinor Friml, “you think you’re 
looking at the work of several different artists. 
But it’s all Prindle.” 

In her long career she explored abstraction, 
illustrations of imagined cityscapes, delicate 
pencil drawings and Vermont life.

“She was a little fireball,” said THT Artistic 
Director Douglas Anderson, “the kind of 
spirited visionary who entertained and inspired 
an entire community. It’s such a joy to see her 
work brought together again.”

Thanks to Wissler’s son Richard (who also 
goes by Dick), THT was loaned 24 pieces of his 
mom’s collection.

Lisa Mitchell, the THT executive director, 
recalled Richard recounting how inspiration 
would strike his mother: “She would be at the 
sink washing dishes, be struck by an idea, walk 
over to a canvas and paint a few stokes, then 
return to her chores.”

“She would move from a cubist-style painting 
to a fine line drawing and conjure images of 
far away places that she had never visited,” 
Mitchell continued. “Prindle’s imagination was 
marvelously vivid. She told magical stories 
with her brush.”

Richard is an artist too, having started lessons 
with his mom at age 3. He earned a studio art 
major in pottery, was a founder of the Frog 
Hollow Craft Center in Middlebury in 1970, 
mastered wood, fiberglass and metal-work 
crafts…

“I’m basically a craftsman,” said the New 
Haven resident who built his own home and 
is currently busy with the 60-odd planters of 
veggies on his shop roof. “I guess you could 
say I’m a progeny of both of my parents,” 
he added, noting his father was head of the 
physics department at Middlebury College.

How would he describe his mother’s work? 
Well…

“It’s much easier if you just go look at them,” 
Richard said. 

True, very true. 

The Prindle Wissler retrospective is on view 
through June 30. The Jackson Gallery is open 
Monday through Friday 12-5 p.m., and an hour 
before any public events in the building.

THEME AND VARIATION
One of the pieces, Prindle painted back in the 
1970s caught the attention of THT; Anderson 
envisioned it as a perfect piece to illustrate the 
2022-23 membership drive for the theater and 
its programing… with a little updating.

“I remembered the great Prindle Wissler 
painting of downtown that hangs in a dark 
corner of Rosie’s,” Anderson said. “It’s called 
‘All the Town’s a Stage’… We thought it was 
the perfect image for us except that it didn’t 
cover enough of the town. This summer THT 
is presenting events all over the place — at 
the Snow Bowl, at Lincoln Peak Winery, in the 
Marble Works, etc. We needed an image that 
would include all of those venues.”

So Anderson called on local artist and author 

O
ELSIE
 LYNN PARINI

BY

Local artist and author Ashley Wolff expanded Prindle Wissler’s original painting “All the Town’s A Stage” for 
the Town Hall Theater 2022-23 membership drive. The new piece (above) is part of a larger retrospective of 
Wissler’s vast collection of work (two pieces shown below) from the 1940s to the early 2000s, which is on view 
through June at the Jackson Gallery in Middlebury.  IMAGES COURTESY OF THE JACKSON GALLERY

SEE PRINDLE ON PAGE 3
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BOOK
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

PRINDLE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

Q: HOW DO YOU DESCRIBE THE BALANCE 
YOU STRIKE BETWEEN AUTOBIOGRAPHY AND 
PHILOSOPHICAL EXPLORATION?
Some early reviewers said the book is too 
autobiographical to be useful as philosophy. 
That misses my intention. I thought of it this 
way: “What do I know?” has been an important 
question philosophers have been asking since 
ancient times. I have an opinion about this, here 
it is, and now I’m going to do a little research to 
see if that opinion still holds. It didn’t! OK, what’s 
your opinion? After reading this, has your opinion 
changed? Then we have that in common.

Also I felt I had to say something about my 
background and idiosyncrasies so that readers 
could judge if my opinions might be relevant to 
them. Maybe I say too much of that, it’s always a 
shot in the dark.

Q: CAN YOU ELABORATE ON HOW YOU SEE 
“BELIEF” AS A WAY TO “RETURN TO CIVILITY”?
One of the major conclusions I came to was 
that I KNOW very little, and what I BELIEVE is 
much greater and much more important. This 
has implications for the state of civil discourse 
in the world, which dearly needs a helping hand 
these days. If I KNOW something you don’t, 
you are lesser than me; if I BELIEVE something 
other than you do, we are equals, and have 

something to talk about.

Q: AS YOU “AGE” AND “BECOME 
MORE FAMILIAR WITH DEATH” I 
WONDER WHAT “WELCOMING IT” MEANS FOR 
YOU IN EVERYDAY LIFE? 
I hear people say “Wouldn’t it be great to live 
forever!” I can’t think of anything more horrible. 
What makes this moment precious is that there 
is a fi nite number of “these moments.” If there 
were an infi nite number, this moment would 
be valueless, not worth looking forward to. And 
any substantial increase of our moments would 

lessen this moment’s preciousness.

Q: WHY SHOULD SOMEONE PICK UP, READ 
AND SPEND SOME TIME WITH THIS “LAYMAN’S 
EPISTEMOLOGY?”
The topic is not easy, the book is not easy, 
despite my eff ort to make it a little bit fun. Part 
of the problem is the arcane language that 
philosophy has developed to talk about these 

things. I’ve tried to avoid that 
language but a reader can 
do the job better by promptly 
swinging past the obscure, the 
irrelevant parts.

Q: WHAT DID YOU LEARN IN 
THE PROCESS OF WRITING 
THIS BOOK?
Previously I assumed that 
what I knew, the contents of 
my consciousness (thoughts, 
feelings and bumps, pictures), 
were everybody’s contents. 
Early in the writing I spoke to 
a friend about her contents. 
She was quite clear-headed 
that the most basic reality of 
her life was the immediate 

presence of God. I realized in 
that moment that there are not a handful of 
philosophers, teaching in universities — there 
are 8 billion of us.

Editor’s Note: Jim Stapleton’s book is available 
on Amazon for $8 in paperback, $2 on Kindle. 
There’s also a copy in the Bristol (Lawrence 
Memorial) Library, “but you have to bring it back!” 
Stapleton said.

Ashley Wolff  to “update” Prindle’s piece.

Wolff  has “ghosted” many artists before — that’s 
when another artist adopts an original artist’s 
style. 

“It turns out I’m pretty good at it,” Wolff  said 
modestly, listing artists she’s ghosted in the past, 
including Saul Steinberg, Charles M. Schulz, Gary 
Larson, Al Hirschfeld and even a take on The 
Beatles’ Abbey Road album cover.

Wolff  had a little more insight into Prindle 
Wissler’s work because she took art classes from 
Wissler when she was a child. 

“My mom was a friend of Prindle’s and I 
remember going to private arts classes in her 
garage on Weybridge Street,” Wolff  explained. 

“Prindle was a brave woman… And everywhere 
you turned you would see something that 
she had done for the town. She was always 
there; she was short and jolly, and carried that 
bohemian vibe.”

Wolff  was given a photograph of Prindle’s 
original painting of “All the Town’s a Stage” and 
tasked with fi tting in the more remote locations 
like the Snow Bowl and Lincoln Peak Vineyard, 
etc.

“I added a few more things that brought it up 
to date (like the crosswalks) and I put in lots of 
people,” Wolff  added. “My people don’t have any 

of the details that hers did. And I tried to make 
them a whole lot more multicultural.”

When Wolff  is ghosting another artist she said 
she tries to become them as much as she can, 
but that her own style shines through in all of her 
work. 

For the revised piece, Wolff  painted over the 
photograph with gauche (an opaque watercolor).

The new work will be used as a beacon for THT’s 
membership drive — the non-profi t’s biggest 
fundraiser of the year.

“As a non-profi t arts organization that features 
more than 165 events per year, we can’t get 
by on ticket sales alone,” Mitchell explained. 
“Donations, at any level, are critically important, 
and allow THT to continue to serve the 
community and grow new off erings… We hope 
community members will continue to recognize 
the importance of supporting the arts, which is 
vital to our community and our local economy.”

To donate or fi nd more info on the exhibit visit 
townhalltheater.org.

“WE HOPE COMMUNITY 
MEMBERS WILL CONTINUE TO 
RECOGNIZE THE IMPORTANCE 
OF SUPPORTING THE ARTS.”
 — Lisa Mitchell

language but a reader can 
do the job better by promptly 
swinging past the obscure, the 
irrelevant parts.

Q: 
THE PROCESS OF WRITING 
THIS BOOK?

Jim Stapleton is the author of “What I 
Know... What I Believe.”

INDEPENDENT PHOTO / STEVE JAMES
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ARIES: March 21-April 20. Friendships are worth 
their weight in gold, Aries. That is good news 
considering you could make an important friend 
this week — but only 
if you put yourself out 
there.

TAURUS: April 21-
May 21. You just may 
be at your best this 
week, Taurus. Others 
will take notice of this 
immediately. Work 
fi nally begins to pay off , 
and it’s a good time to 
begin a project.

GEMINI: May 22-June 
21. There is something 
waiting for you in the 
great outdoors, Gemini. 
You have to gather 
the gumption to go 
out there and fi nd it. 
You will have plenty of 
opportunities this week.

CANCER: June 22-July 
22. Cancer, something 
impressive takes hold 
of your attention, and 
then you can’t get it out 
of your mind. This could 
be the inspiration you 
need to start something 
new.  

LEO: July 23-Aug. 23. A 
particular person may 
play a key role in your 
life today, particularly as 
he or she interacts with 
forces at work. There 
is a chance for this 
relationship to grow, 
Leo.  

VIRGO: Aug. 24-Sept. 22. You have made a 
decision to get your life in order, Virgo. This week 
marks the fi rst steps toward that goal. Accept 
help when it is given for an additional leg up.

LIBRA: Sept. 23-Oct. 23. Let your artistic side 
out to play, Libra. It’s not something others 
play witness to that often, but you can be quite 

imaginative when you 
set your mind to it.

SCORPIO: Oct. 24-
Nov. 22. Scorpio, family 
matters may not be 
cut and dried, but that 
doesn’t mean they have 
to be challenging. Enjoy 
things that are not run-
of-the-mill, especially 
with the family.

SAGITTARIUS: 
Nov. 23-Dec. 21. An 
exchange that takes 
place this week could 
have long-lasting after 
eff ects, Sagittarius. 
You won’t know the 
particular event in 
advance, so enjoy the 
anticipation.

CAPRICORN: Dec. 
22-Jan. 20. Sometimes 
change only requires 
transforming the way 
you look at things, 
Capricorn. Try to see 
your daily life in a new 
light and maybe you’ll 
be more satisfi ed with it.

AQUARIUS: Jan. 21-
Feb. 18. Get in touch with 
your desires and goals 
this week, Aquarius. Your 
plan and focus may have 
changed and you might 
need to realign your 
approach in this new 
direction.

PISCES: Feb. 19-March 20. Let go of some 
of the patterns in your life that simply aren’t 
working, Pisces. You’ll free up plenty of time for 
new pursuits.

Cosmic ForecastCosmic Forecast

Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30, Sat. 10-2  • Rt. 7 So., Middlebury
802-388-2800 •  www.middleburyfl oralandgifts.com

Happy Fathers Day!Happy Fathers Day!

OPEN: M-F 10-5 and Saturday 9:30-4

260 Court Street, Middlebury, Vt. 05753
802-388-3559   www.middleburysewnvac.com

The Pfaff Club Quilt Show
Thursday, June 23 | 10am-5pm

Friday, June 24 | 10am-5pm 
Saturday, June 25 | 10am-4pm

FREE Admission
260 Court St. Middlebury, VT

BRISTOL • VT453-7799

we WOOL always 
have time for you!

Tue.-Thurs 11am-5pm
Fri-Sat. 10am-5pm

Come celebrate our
One Year Anniversary!

June 18th 10am to 5pm.
Raffle prizes, Snacks, Exclusive 

Coupons, New Products.

JUNE 16 — Imtiaz Ali, fi lm director, writer, 
screenwriter (51)
JUNE 17 — Powhatan, Native American leader (d)
JUNE 18 — Sir Paul McCartney, singer-
songwriter (80)

JUNE 19 — Salman Rushdie, writer (75)
JUNE 20 — Nicole Kidman, actor (55)
JUNE 21 — Jean-Paul Sartre, novelist, 
playwright & philosopher (d)
JUNE 22 — Meryl Streep, actor (73)

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

SEE EXHIBITS ON PAGE 27

ART
O N  E X H I B I T

BRANDON ARTISTS GUILD
7 Center St, Brandon
Visit brandonartistsguild.org or call 802-247-4956 
for more info.

“Warren Kimble: Artful Assemblages” features three-
dimensional constructions combining vintage found 
objects such as old furniture and architectural parts, 
was engendered by Kimble’s early years as an antiques 
dealer with deep knowledge of his own collected 
artifacts. On view through July 9.

EDGEWATER GALLERY ON THE GREEN
6 Merchant’s Row, Middlebury
Visit edgewatergallery.com, call 802-989-7419 or email 
info@edgewatergallery-vt.com for more info.

“Town and Country,” a two-person exhibition featuring 
Susan Abbott and Molly Doe Wensberg, on view April 
30-June 26. “Town and Country” brings together two 
painters who present the landscape of rural New 
England from two very diff erent perspectives. 

EDGEWATER GALLERY AT THE FALLS
1 Mill Street, Middlebury
Visit edgewatergallery.com, call 802-458-0098 or email 
info@edgewatergallery-vt.com for more info.

“Summer Suite,” a two-person exhibition featuring Jill 
Matthews and Katie Runde, on view May 27-July 27. 
In the classical music world a “suite” is described as a 
group of self-contained, instrumental movements of 
varying character, usually in the same key. “Summer 
Suite” is Edgewater’s version as it applies to the art of 
painting. 

JACKSON GALLERY
68 S Pleasant Street, Middlebury
Visit townhalltheater.org/jackson-gallery or call 802-382-
9222 for more info.

“It Runs With The Territory: A Prindle Wissler 
Retrospective” features work by the late local artist 
Prindle Wissler. The paintings and prints in this exhibit 
span from the 1940s to the early 2000s. On view May 
12-June 30. 

LAKE CHAMPLAIN MARITIME MUSEUM
4472 Basin Harbor Rd, Vergennes
Visit lcmm.org or call 802-475-2022 for more info.

“Nebizun: Water is Life” will be featured during 
the Abenaki Heritage Weekend June 18-19 in the 
Schoolhouse Gallery. Work by Abenaki artists together 
with photographs and commentaries illustrate the 
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THURSDAY, 
JUNE 16
“ARRIBADA” AUTHOR TALK 

IN MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, June 16, 7 p.m., 
Champlain Valley Unitarian Universalist Society 
Fellowship Hall, 2 Duane Ct. Local Author and 
Middlebury Professor Estela González presents 
her novel “Arribada.” A music student returns 
home to Mexico after her uncle goes missing 
and her mother suffers a stroke and unearths 
secrets pointing to her family’s responsibility in the 
community’s ailments, including the hard realities 
of living as a poor woman, a woman of color, and a 
gay woman. Complimentary appetizers and dinner 
for sale by Viva El Sabor’s Magnolia González.

“WHO’S AFRAID OF VIRGINIA WOOLF?” on stage 
in Middlebury. Thursday, June 16, 7:30 p.m., ART 
Theater, Hannaford Career Center, 51 Charles Ave. 
The Middlebury Community Players “Company Be” 
presents Edward Albee’s mesmerizing and 
controversial play that revolutionized American 
theater. Please note that the play’s strong 
language and themes may make it unsuitable 
for some audience members, so discretion is 
advised. Tickets $10 at the door, cash or check 
only. Reservations at 802-377-3540. More info at 
middleburycommunityplayers.org.

FRIDAY, JUNE 17
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN GOSHEN. 
Friday, June 17, Mt. Moosalamoo. Hike Mt. 

Moosalamoo from Goshen Road. Moderate 
hike of 5.8 miles RT, with 1,125 foot ascent, 
starting from Moosalamoo campground. Wear 
appropriate clothing; bring water, snack/lunch 
and hiking poles. Limited to 10 participants. 
Contact leader Ruth Penfield at ruthpenfield@
gmail.com or 860-214-4180 to register and for 
meeting time and possible carpooling from the 
Middlebury area. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

“WHO’S AFRAID OF VIRGINIA WOOLF?” on 
stage in Middlebury. Friday, June 17, 7:30 p.m., 
ART Theater, Hannaford Career Center, 51 
Charles Ave. See June 16 listing.

SATURDAY, JUNE 18
ABENAKI HERITAGE WEEKEND IN 
FERRISBURGH. Saturday, June 18, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., 
Lake Champlain Maritime Museum, 4472 Basin 
Harbor Rd. Join the Native American community 
at the Abenaki Heritage Weekend. Citizens of the 
Elnu Abenaki Tribe, the Nulhegan Band of the 
Coosuk Abenaki Nation, the Koasek Traditional 
Band of the Koas Abenaki Nation, the Missisquoi 
Abenaki Tribe, and the Vermont Abenaki Artists 
Association work with Museum staff to plan 
and present the event. There will be drumming, 
presentations, vendors and more.

POTTERY SALE IN MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, 
June 18, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Middlebury Studio 
School Pottery Studio, 2377 Route 7S. Support 
Middlebury Studio School artists and find 
something handmade and truly unique. A portion 

of the proceeds go towards supporting MSS arts 
education programs.

“WHO’S AFRAID OF VIRGINIA WOOLF?” on 
stage in Middlebury. Saturday, June 18, 7:30 
p.m., ART Theater, Hannaford Career Center, 51 
Charles Ave. See June 16 listing.

SUNDAY, JUNE 19
ABENAKI HERITAGE WEEKEND IN 
FERRISBURGH. Sunday, June 19, 10:30 a.m. 4 
p.m., Lake Champlain Maritime Museum, 4472 
Basin Harbor Rd. See June 18 listing.

FREE MUSEUM DAY IN FERRISBURGH. Sunday, 
June 19, Rokeby Museum, 4334 Route 7. In 
celebration of Juneteenth, Rokeby Museum is 
offering free admission.

“WHO’S AFRAID OF VIRGINIA WOOLF?” on 
stage in Middlebury. Sunday, June 19, 2 p.m., ART 
Theater, Hannaford Career Center, 51 Charles 
Ave. See June 16 listing.

THE MORNING DUDES IN CORNWALL. Sunday, 
June 19, 5-7 p.m., 14 Audet Rd. West Cornwall 
Backyard Concert Series continues. WCBCS 
offers a family friendly atmosphere and a 
fantastic lawn for picnicking. Weather permitting, 
with rain dates worked into schedule. No 
admission fee, but we do appreciate any and all 
donations. 

    
MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY TELEVISION:

P.O. Box 785, Middlebury, Vt. 05753MCTV SCHEDULE Channels 1071 & 1091
Please see the MCTV website, www.middleburycommunitytv.org, for changes 
in the schedule; MCTV events, classes and news; and to view many programs 

online. Submit listings to the above address, or call 388-3062.
MCTV Channel 1071
Friday, June 17
Through the Night — Public Affairs
 7:30 a.m Congregational Church 
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Church
 5:30 p.m. Energy Week
 6:30 p.m. News, Public Affairs
	9:30	p.m.	 Candidates	for	Public	Office
Saturday, June 18
	 8	a.m.	 Candidates	for	Public	Office
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Gov. Scott  
  Weekly Update
 3 p.m. Energy Week
 4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Service
 5:30 p.m. Eckankar
 7 p.m. Catholic Mass
	7:30	p.m.	 Candidates	for	Public	Office
Sunday, June 19
 5 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 9 a.m. Catholic Mass
 10 a.m. Energy Week
 11 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
 4 p.m. Congregational Service
 6:30 p.m. Eckankar 
 7 p.m. Catholic Mass
	7:30	p.m.	 Candidates	for	Public	Office

Monday, June 20
	4:30	a.m.	 Candidates	for	Public	Office
 9 a.m. Energy  Week
 10 a.m. Select Board, Press   
  Conferences, News
 5 p.m. Dr. John Campbell
	8:30	p.m.	 Candidates	for	Public	Office
Tuesday, June 21
 4 a.m. Energy Week
	 5	a.m.	 Candidates	for	Public	Office
 9:30 a.m. Eckankar
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 4 p.m. Congregational Service
 6 p.m. Energy Week
 7 p.m. Selectboard  Public Affairs
	 10	p.m.	 Candidates	for	Public	Office
Wednesday, June 22
 6:30 a.m. Energy Week
 7:30 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
 9:30 a.m. Catholic Mass
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 5 p.m. Energy Week
 7 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
	 11	p.m.	 Candidates	for	Public	Office
Thursday, June 23
Through the Night — Public Affairs
 5 a.m. Selectboard

 8 a.m. Congregational Service
 12 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 8 p.m. Energy Week
 9 p.m. Eckankar
	 10	p.m.	 Candidates	for	Public	Office

MCTV Channel 1091 
Friday, June 17
 4 a.m. New England Center for  
  Circus Arts
 8:15 a.m. Mary Hogan Kindergarten  
  Information Night
 9:30 a.m. Art On the Street Student  
  Showcase
 10 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 11 a.m. St. J Academy 2022 Senior  
  Concert
 12 p.m. New England Center for  
  Circus Arts
 1:30 p.m. School Graduation   
  Ceremonies & Celebrations
Saturday, June 18
 5 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6 a.m. St. J Academy 2022 Concert
 7 a.m. Yoga, Kids Yoga
 8:30 a.m. St. J Academy 2022 Concert
 9:30 a.m. School Graduation   

  Ceremonies & Celebrations
 5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ 
 7 p.m. St. J Academy 2022 Concert
 8 p.m. New England Center for  
  Circus Arts
Sunday, June 19
 5 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6 a.m. St. J Academy 2022 Concert
 7 a.m. Yoga
 8:30 a.m. St. J Academy 2022 Concert
 10 a.m. School Graduation   
  Ceremonies & Celebrations
 5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 7 p.m. St. J Academy 2022 Concert
 8:30 p.m. School Celebrations
Monday, June 20
 5:30 a.m. New England Center for  
  Circus Arts
 12 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
	 1	p.m.	 The	Real	Dirt	of	Truffles
 5 p.m St. J Academy 2022 Concert
	 8	p.m.	 The	Real	Dirt	of	Truffles
 9:07 p.m. New England Center for  
  Circus Arts
Tuesday, June 21
 8 a.m. New England Center for  
  Circus Arts

 12 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
	 1	p.m.	 The	Real	Dirt	of	Truffles
 3 p.m. St. J Academy 2022 Concert
 4 p.m. Drag Queen Story Hour
 5 p.m. New England Center for  
  Circus Arts
 6:30 p.m. The Artful World - Latin Dance  
  Music
	 10	p.m.	 The	Real	Dirt	of	Truffles
Wednesday, June 22
 5 a.m. St. J Academy 2022 Concert
 7 a.m. Yoga
 8:30 a.m. St. J Academy 2022 Concert
 9:30 a.m. School Celebrations
 7 p.m. St. J Academy 2022 Concert
 8:30 p.m. School Celebrations
 9 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
Thursday, June 23
 5:30 a.m. The Artful World -   
  Latin Dance Music
 6 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 7 a.m. Yoga
 8 a.m. Music Around Vermont
 5:30 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6:30 p.m. Yoga Rest & Restore
 7 p.m. St. J Academy 2022 Concert

SEE CALENDAR ON PAGE 26
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Who knew Hell could be so much fun?
he friend I was with at Orphée aux 
enfers — “Orpheus goes to Hell” 
more or less — noted that Sir Arthur 
Sullivan of Gilbert and Sullivan fame 
learned well from Off enbach. Both 
Off enbach and Sullivan were gifted, 
fl uent composers who lavished 
their exquisite musical training 

on crafting sublime silliness. The apex of 
silly fun is this tart confection, presented in 
four performances this month by the Opera 
Company of Middlebury.

In a duet in Act Two, Jupiter, the god of the 
gods notorious for shifting shape to shag a 
damsel, is turned into a fl y to insinuate himself 
into Eurydice’s — well, into Eurydice. Orphée 
and Eurydice, the famed mythic couple who 
usually share passionate conjugal bliss, share 
nothing of the sort here: they come out in a 
froth of loathing for each other, clamoring for 
divorce. The very fi rst character we meet in the 
opera is dowdy “Public Opinion”, clad in a boxy 
grey skirt suit, perfectly embodied by mezzo 
Stephanie Weiss, who clearly has fun playing 
this wet-blanket dame who shames Orpheus 
out of gleefully leaving his wife in Hell. 
Everything is stood on its head in this version, 
or cheerful perversion, of the story.

In between we meet innumerable gods on 
Olympus with endless zany twists on the well-
worn Greek tropes. The trajectory is decidedly 
“going south”: down from those tedious 
heights of propriety to the nether regions 
where the real fun is: the Underworld! 

Standouts among this superfl ux of gods 
and action are Jupiter, lustily sung by the 
redoubtable Joshua Jeremiah, who also brings 
his assured vocalism and physicality to the 
role, commanding, as Jupiter should, the 

stage and attention. Orphée is sung beautifully 
by Thomas Glenn, whose comic physicality 
brings added fun to the role.

Carina DiGianfi llippo embodies Cupid just 
as brightly as one could ever wish, clear of 
voice, spry and limber, naughty and winning. 
Vermont tenor Cameron Steinmetz, as 
Mercury, hits the stage like a comet, again 
physically always on the go, his clean high 
tenor ringing out his message. (There’s a 
throw-away moment when he poses with a 
bouquet looking just like the FTD commercial.)

Three Dancers — Elisa Van Duyne (also 
the choreographer), Olivia Schrantz and 
Merrill Cameron — are deployed like glitter 
throughout the show, bringing even more 
élan and sparkle. Pluto, the heavy, lord of the 
Underworld, rocks a man cave. Lucas Levy 
played this devil-may-care role with the right 
mix of merry insouciance and bawdy bluster, 
without compromising his lovely tone. 

In the small role of John Styx, Andy Papas 
wowed the crowd with his gorgeous tenor 
ringing out his hit ditty. As Juno, Angela 
Christine Smith was exactly the force 
you’d dread as the wife of the head god: a 
formidable “don’t-even” Valkyrie — oops is 
THAT ever the wrong mythology; pardonnez-

moi, Monsieur Off enbach, Verzeihen Sie, Herr 
Wagner— but as this is a bubbly satire, Juno 
can also laugh all throughout with her lustrous 
instrument. 

As Eurydice, Anne-Marie Iacoviello stepped in 
during the fi nal days of rehearsal, as the singer 
cast in the role fell victim to Covid. Given 
how brief a time she had to learn and inhabit 
the role, she did a great job, bringing that 
soubrette “I always win” energy to the central 
role. 

The show has several beautiful melodies 
along the way, but the culminating fi nal scene 
rejoices in the celebrated can-can. It’s uncanny 
how composers know they have a hit tune, and 
in this case Off enbach teases us mercilessly 

T JORGE
 MARTÍN

BY

reviewtheatertheater

SEE OPERA ON PAGE 8

Soprano Bevin Hill performs a number in the 
underworld. PHOTOS / MAX KRAUS 

The Gods on Mt. Olympus strike a majestic pose to impress Public Opinion.
Dancers Elisa Van Duyne, Olivia Schrantz and Merrill 
Cameron kick up their heels in the famous Can-Can.
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OPERA
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

MOVIE R E V I E W

Ever wondered what the world would be like if 
dinosaurs were reintroduced? “Jurassic World: 
Dominion” may have the answer. While the 
fi rst fi ve fi lms in the Jurassic saga centered on 
theme parks and laboratories, this one depicts 
dinosaurs out in the wild for the fi rst time in 
roughly 65 thousand millennia. Though they 
adapt very well to newfangled wildlife — and 
newfangled wildlife adapts very well to them — 
their return renders genetic modifi cation one of 
humanity’s most debatable achievements.

Four years after the Isla Nebular eruption in 
“Jurassic World: Fallen Kingdom,” dinosaurs 
have spread around the world, mostly due to 
the booming genetics industry. Former Jurassic 
World Park manager Claire Dearing (Bryce Dallas 
Howard) and velociraptor trainer Owen Grady 
(Chris Pratt) live with Maisie Lockwood (Isabella 
Sermon) — the cloned daughter of Dr. Charlotte 
Lockwood (Elva Trill) — in a secluded cabin 
in a forest. They are visited by Grady’s trained 
velociraptor, Blue, and her off spring, whom 
Maisie names Beta.

Swarms of an ancient locust species feast on 

all crops except for those produced by the 
Biosyn Corporation, and Dr. Ellie Sattler (Laura 
Dern) and Dr. Alan Grant (Sam Neill) journey 
to the Biosyn headquarters in the Dolomites to 
investigate any connection to the locust swarms. 
Meanwhile, Biosyn staff  capture Maisie and Beta, 
and Grady and Dearing trace them to a dinosaur 
black market in Valletta, Malta, and then pursue 
them to the Biosyn headquarters.

Revealing any more of the plot would eliminate 
your need to watch the fi lm, and if you don’t 
watch the fi lm, you miss out on the breathtaking 
visuals. Though there is also computer-
generated imagery, this fi lm utilizes more 
animatronics than previous Jurassic World fi lms. 
Biologically accurate or not, these animatronic 
dinosaurs look and move like living creatures. 
They look spectacular no matter what they’re 
doing. Whether you’re into the Jurassic franchise 
or dinosaurs in general, “Jurassic World: 
Dominion” is for you.

Owen Williams is an Addison Independent intern, 
Mansfi eld Hall and University of Vermont student, and 
aspiring screenwriter. Look for his reviews through June.

REPTILIAN RENAISSANCE — JURASSIC WORLD: DOMINION

MOVIE REVIEW SUPPORTED BY

FIND SHOWTIMES AND MORE AT MIDDLEBURYMARQUIS.COM

Reviewed by 

OWEN 
WILLIAMS

throughout suggesting 
that catchy galop is 
just about to break out, 
but no, not until the 
end! The orchestra, 
deftly led by Clinton 
Smith, was quite 
excellent. The violinist 
Sofi a Hirsch rose from 

the orchestra for a star solo turn onstage early on, 
playing one of Orphée’s latest compositions, which 
bores the living lights out of his fed-up wife. 

Sure-footed director Douglas Anderson is not 
one to ever miss a cue for making a production, 
whether full of pathos or hilarity, a home-run. The 
set design (Anderson) and lighting (Neil Curtis) 
are, in the tradition of this company, superb, often 
witty, even arresting visually. Debby Anderson 
cannot be praised enough for her costume 
design. She like her husband seems incapable of 
setting a foot wrong. Veritable Sherpas of the lyric 
stage they are. 

It was a GREAT show. Who knew that hell could 
be such FUN? Joshua Jeremiah is transformed into a fl y by Cupid (soprano Carina DiGianfi llippo).  PHOTO / MAX KRAUS
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Consider us your 
partners in care, 

working together for 
you and your child’s 

physical and emotional 
well-being

99 Court Street  •  Suite 1  •  Middlebury

Call the o�  ce or speak with your provider about 
scheduling an appointment. 802-388-1338

rainbowvt.com

Yoga: ‘A lifetime journey with lifetime benefits’
or beginners, yoga may feel like 
a battle to bend your body into 
various pretzel-like positions, but 
for longtime yogis, the exercise 
is about much more than that. 
Yoga at its essence offers a way to 
prioritize our wellbeing when we feel 
overwhelmed by the world around 

us, believes Joanna 
Colwell, founder and 
director of Otter Creek 
Yoga in Middlebury.

“We’re all looking for some stability and 
spaciousness in our bodies right now,” 
Colwell said. “Yoga is always a way to ground 
ourselves before making change. Through 
yoga postures and breathing exercises, we’re 
carving out time for ourselves.” 

Yoga, meaning “unite” in Sanskrit, is a type 
of exercise that originated in ancient India. 
It began as a spiritual practice, used to 
achieve union between body, mind and spirit 
as well as between personal and universal 
consciousness.  Today, yoga has become a 
popular way to practice physical and mental 
wellbeing. Individuals are typically guided 

F
MARIN
 HOWELL

BY

SEE YOGA ON PAGE 12

Joanna Colwell, right, leads students through a class of Iyengar yoga, a style that focuses on alignment, 
sequence and timing of various physical postures. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF WINSLOW COLWELL
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YOGA
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

through the 
exercise 
by certified 
instructors, 
who lead 
students 
through 
physical 

postures, breathing techniques and meditation.

Once a person learns the practice they can 
often do it on their own.

There are different styles of yoga, ranging in 
difficulty level and focus. Colwell specializes 
in Iyengar yoga, a style that focuses on the 
alignment, sequence and timing of different 
postures. Regardless of style, the yoga 
postures and breathing exercises individuals 
learn in class are tools they can use off the 
mat, bringing strength and renewal into their 
lives outside of the studio.

“In my yoga classes we spend a fair amount 
of time standing up as tall as possible to bring 
length to the spine. We feel the earth under 
our feet, and we press our heels down to 
stabilize ourselves,” Colwell said. “All of these 
simple actions help us feel more calm and 
spacious, and we can take a moment wherever 
we are to lengthen our spine, to come back to 
our breath, and to steady ourselves.” 

Sansea Sparling, a yoga instructor at Otter 
Creek Yoga and Bristol’s Open Sky Studio, 
echoed the role yoga plays in refocusing 
a practitioner’s attention on the power of 
breathing well. 

“If a thought is bothering you or if you feel 
suddenly anxious or nervous people say ‘take 
a deep breath,’ but it’s a good idea to take 
more than one. It’s a good idea to breathe 
well all the time, whenever you can possibly 
remember it,” Sparling said. “Yoga fosters that 
habit of breathing well.”

Yoga can be used to target specific physical 
goals for the body as well. Sparling said 
regularly doing yoga can help individuals 
strengthen their body and heal physically. 

“It’s really not about getting buff, but it is a 
way to get stronger, to get more resilient and 
especially it’s a way to heal. It’s a way to heal 
from surgeries or injuries,” said Sparling. 

Otter Creek Yoga and Open Sky Studio both 
have lingering COVID-19 safety protocols in 
place, offering additional peace of mind to 
students who are wary of attending classes in 
person during the pandemic. Otter Creek Yoga 
has a general mask policy in place for everyone 
entering the building, though individuals are 

Key Yoga Terminology
Instructors commonly use Sanskrit 
words in yoga practices, which may 
be challenging to follow for beginners. 
Below are some common terms to know 
before you step into the studio. 

NAMASTE
A traditional Indian greeting, often used 
to end a yoga practice. Commonly 
translates in Sanskrit to, “the divine light 
in me bows to the divine light in you.” 

OM
A sound more than a word. Often 
chanted in yoga classes and used as a 
mantra to settle into meditation. 

ASANA
The physical postures taken in yoga. 
Each pose name ends with “asana” in 
Sanskrit. 

YOGI
Someone who practices yoga. 

HEART CENTER
A common way for instructors to refer to 
the center of the chest. 

SEE PRACTICE ON PAGE 13
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The WomenSafe HOTLINE
is available 24 hours/7 days a week:

802.388.4205 or 800.388.4205
We work with all survivors who experience

dating, domestic, or sexual violence.
If it is unsafe to talk over the phone,

please email us (info@womensafe.net).

For information about our Supervised Visitation 
Program, please contact Harris at 802-388-6783.

@womensafevt @womensafe_vt
Open for
outdoor seating!
Monday-Sat 11a-5p

stoneleaftea.com

Good Tea Makes 
Great Iced Tea!
Refresh     Relax     RestoreRefresh     Relax     RestoreRefresh     Relax     Restore

free to take off  their masks at their mat. Colwell 
also off ers hybrid yoga classes, available online 
for people wanting to join in from home. 

Colwell said many students have been taking 
advantage of this Zoom option, though her in-
person classes remain relatively well-attended 
and off er students a space to build community in 
a world that is fi guring out what that means two 
years into a pandemic. 

“One basic thing we are doing in our studio is 
practicing together, as a community, moving 
and breathing together, and knowing that we 
are all trying to support one another,” Colwell 
said. 

Whether for a greater community or for 

ourselves, Sparling said she encourages 
anyone interested to reap the lasting benefi ts 
of the exercise. 

“It’s worth maintaining or starting a practice 
however you can,” Sparling said. “Yoga is a 
lifetime journey with lifetime benefi ts.” 

PRACTICE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

 “ALL OF THESE SIMPLE ACTIONS 
HELP US FEEL MORE CALM AND 
SPACIOUS, AND WE CAN TAKE A 
MOMENT WHEREVER WE ARE TO 
LENGTHEN OUR SPINE, TO COME 
BACK TO OUR BREATH, AND TO 
STEADY OURSELVES.” 
 — Joanna Colwell

VermontSun.com  •  802-388-6888  •  Middlebury  •  Vergennes

Inspiration    •    Motivation    •    Results

Don’t let summer heat
beat your fitness goals
—  come inside to our always-

comfortable, bug- and weather-free 
fitness center!

Students at Otter Creek Yoga watch as Joanna Colwell demonstrates a position in the practice of Iyengar yoga. 
Yoga is an exercise intended to achieve physical and mental unity and can be done in a variety of diff erent styles 
ranging in physical diffi  culty and focus.  PHOTO COURTESY OF WINSLOW COLWELL
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Vt. surgeon builds better chair for active sitting
Colchester doctor and his son are 
hoping to change the way people sit. 
What began as a basement project 
in 2018 now employs the equivalent 
of six full-time workers who produce 
active sitting chairs — a style that has 
been used in Europe for 20 years.

QOR360 has sold its chairs 
to people in 31 countries, 
according to co-founder 
Turner Osler. The company 

expects to sell its 10,000th chair by the end of 
the year.

“Our little start-up is not trying to make a 
better chair,” Osler declared in a talk at TEDx 
Stowe in 2019. “We’re trying to upend the idea 
of what a chair is.”

His son Alexis, QOR360’s chief operating 
offi  cer, added: “Active sitting is an idea that 
Americans don’t really know about and we 
think it’s incredibly good for people and it can 
change a lot of lives.”

Parts for the active sitting chairs are made in 
Newport, Milton and Williston. The chairs are 
assembled at Manufacturing Solutions Inc., a 

Morrisville plant that also produces Concept2 
rowing machines.

QOR360 has free plans for do-it-yourselfers to 
make active sitting chairs for children with $10 
worth of plywood, a lacrosse ball, bungee cord 
and felt. The plans have been downloaded 
more than 2,000 times. Osler, a retired trauma 

surgeon, claims that the company has put 
hundreds of active chairs under Vermont kids 
“for basically no money.”

Osler spent 30 years in operating rooms at 
UVM Medical Center before taking a desk job 
as a researcher. Although QOR360 is clearly a 
for-profi t business, Osler believes it also has a 
public health mission. 

“Changing the way people sit is an opportunity 
I haven’t had before as a surgeon,” Osler said. 
“Being able to aff ect the health of an entire 
population is an opportunity I don’t think I’ll 
have again.”

When his desk job led to back pain, Osler 
tried all manner of ergonomic desk chairs, a 
Scandinavian kneeling chair and a yoga ball. He 
also spent thousands of dollars trying high-end 
active sitting chairs made in Europe. 

Using a roller device, spring or combination of 
the two, the seats on these chairs tilt or bounce, 
forcing people to use the core muscles of their 
back and abdomen to remain balanced. 

Osler became convinced he could design a 

A
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SEE CHAIR ON PAGE 18

The red plastic rocking mechanism in the QOR360 
Ariel chair allows the sitter to rock a little and work 
their core muscles.  PHOTO COURTESY OF QOR360

A Vermont licensed Level 3
Residential Care Home 

1177 Shard Villa Rd.
Salisbury VT

802-352-4369
www.shardvilla.org

Providing exceptional, high quality care since 1921

• Around the clock RN and 
caregivers providing a warm 

and caring environment
• Assistance with all activities 

of daily living
• Home cooked meals by our 

professional chef
• Beautiful, restful 

environment

34 Main St., Suite 1, Vergennes, VT 05491
(802) 870-7170 | HomeAudiologyServices.com

Protect Your Ears From
The Sounds of Summer

WE PARTICIPATE WITH:

We accept all major insurance.
We service ALL makes

and models of hearing aids.

Better
Hearing
Begins
At…

Noise is the leading cause of hearing loss. Any prolonged noise above 
90 decibels can contribute to hearing loss. This summer, remember 

to protect your and your children’s ears during outdoor activities.

Use ear protection or earplugs
to enjoy the Sounds of Summer!

Most lawn 
mowers hit 

100 decibels

Sporting Events 
can reach

105 decibels

Firework 
displays can

hit up to
130 decibels

Outdoor 
concerts can
crank their 

speakers up to 
110 decibels

to protect your and your children’s ears during outdoor activities.

Most lawn 
mowers hit 

100 decibels speakers up to 
110 decibels



We Sell, Service & Repair all major brands 
of Hearing Aids & Hearing Loss Devices

25 Years Helping the Vermont Community Hear Better • Family Owned
802.233-2345

 Marble Works, 63 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753

Financing Available • Trade-In Allowance

FREE to new and current Advanced Hearing 
Technology customers and veterans

In-home or office service • Diagnostic audiological evaluation
Yearly testing and programming • Tinnitus evaluation and management

You’ll love what you hear.

Regular screenings 
help catch cancer

he Vermont Department 
of Health is urging 
everyone to catch 
cancer early with regular 
cancer screenings.

Regular cancer 
screening tests can 

fi nd breast, cervical and colorectal 
cancers before you have any 
symptoms. This is when treatments 
work best and before the cancer 
has spread to other parts of your 
body. Regular cancer screenings 
can help you live longer, because 
catching cancer early means better 
treatment options and higher rates 
of survival. 

Talk with a doctor or call the You 
First program to talk about cancer 
screening. A program called 
“You First” can pay for breast and 
cervical cancer screening for 
eligible Vermonters. To fi nd out if 
you qualify, You First’s toll-free line 
is 1-800-508-2222.

T
How to prevent and treat tick bites

COURTESY OF GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB AND VERMONT DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
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100 EastView Terrace, Middlebury, Vermont 05753 
802-989-7501 * www.EastViewMiddlebury.com

INDEPENDENT LIVING * RESIDENTIAL CARE * MEMORY CARE

EastView musicians and residents 
who wanted to learn about music

formed an orchestra!

Uncover your next adventure at 
EastView!
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Monument Farms Dairy
2107 James Rd., Weybridge, VT 

802-545-2119

Here at Monument Farms,
our cows enjoy a top quality,
optimal nutrtion feed to
ensure quality of life for our cows,
and a great and nutrituous taste for you

Stay healthy in hot weather this summertime
s summertime warmth arrives in 
Vermont, you should know that it can 
take several days, and possibly weeks 
for our bodies to adjust to activities in 
warmer conditions, and heat illnesses 
can be dangerous. That’s why the 
National Weather Service, and the 
Vermont Departments of Health 
and Emergency Management are 

reminding people to stay safe and healthy as 
the thermometer rises. 

During hot weather, your body’s temperature 
control systems can have a hard time 
keeping up, and your temperature can get 
dangerously high. Whether you are tending 
your garden, taking your canoe out for a 
paddle, heading up the Green Mountains for 
panoramic views, or just out for a walk, it’s 
important to start slowly, drink more fl uids 
than usual and take extra breaks in the shade 
or cool indoor locations. Especially as the 
temperature climbs, check-in on loved ones 
and neighbors. 

Certain individuals are at an increased risk of 
heat-related illness and even death. People 
who work or exercise outdoors and older 
adults and young children should take extra 

precautions, in addition to people who are 
overweight, have a chronic medical condition, 
are taking certain medications or are using 
drugs or alcohol. Those who live alone or do 
not have air conditioning face higher risk. 

Watch for symptoms of heat illness — muscle 
cramps, heavy sweating, nausea, headache 
or light-headedness. Most heat illnesses 
can be treated with fl uids and by resting in 
a cooler place. If symptoms persist or get 
worse, or someone you are with seems 
confused or loses consciousness, dial 9-1-1 
and get immediate medical help. 

The risk for heat-related illnesses in Vermont 
increases when temperatures reach the mid-
to-upper 80s, especially on sunny, humid 
days. During the 2018 summer’s six-day heat 
wave, four Vermonters died from excessive 
heat and there were 15 times more heat-
related emergency department visits than 
normal. Learn more about symptoms and fi rst 
aid at weather.gov/safety/heat-illness. 

Stay cool, Stay hydrated, Stay informed: Tips 
for Staying Safe and Healthy in Hot Weather 

• Never leave children, people with 
disabilities, older adults or pets in parked 

vehicles. “Look Before You Lock!”  
• Wear lightweight, light-colored 
clothing to refl ect heat and sunlight.  
• Drink plenty of water, or non-alcoholic 
and decaff einated fl uids.  
• Seek relief in air-conditioned spaces 
or other cool and shady places.  
• Limit outdoor activities during the 
hottest part of the day.  
• Close window shades during the day, 
keep windows closed when it is hotter 
outside than  inside, and avoid using 
appliances and lights that generate heat, 
if possible.  
• Check on loved ones and neighbors, 
especially those living alone and without 
air  conditioning.  The National Weather 
Service issues two types of heat alerts: 
Heat Advisory — when the forecasted 
Heat Index (apparent temperature) 
is expected to be 95 to 104 degrees 
Fahrenheit for several hours or more. 
Excessive Heat Watch/Warning — 
when the forecasted Heat Index is 
expected to be 105°F or warmer for 
several hours or more.  The Heat Index is 
a measure of how hot it really feels when 
relative humidity is factored in with the 
actual air temperature. 
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Open Monday 8-4, Tuesday-Friday 8-5 

27 Main Street, Vergennes (802) 877-2422

Dr. Robert Austin, Optometrist

EMERGENCY & ROUTINE EYE EXAMS
FASHIONABLE EYEWEAR • CONTACT LENSES

Healthy eyes are an important part
of a healthier you!

Call for an appointment today!

Dr. Robert Austin, Optometrist

better — and 
more aff ordable 
— active sitting 
chair. The 
QOR360 chairs 
have a patented 
plastic rocking 

mechanism that enables the seat to tilt 12 degrees in 
all directions. That’s as far as anybody wants to lean 
before they start worrying about falling, Osler said.

The rocking mechanism has been licensed to 
Mishu, a German manufacturer of high-end active 
sitting chairs.

“I’ve studied math and statistics and surgery and 
anatomy and epidemiology, so if anybody has 
a chance to riddle this out, I do,” he said. “These 
(active sitting chairs) are extremely expensive and 
as an epidemiologist I know that, if people can’t 
aff ord a solution, it’s no solution at all.”

DANCING ON THE CHAIRS
Active sitting chairs have been in use in Europe 
for 20 years. The Spinalis Spider chair is made in 
Slovenia and sells for more than $1,500 online. 
An Oregon company named Fully distributes the 
Swopper chair made in Germany, but has been 
out of stock recently. The Swopper is listed on its 
German manufacturer’s website for the equivalent of 
$630. Fully ran an ad during the Super Bowl showing 
people practically dancing on active sitting chairs.

The Ariel 1.0, QOR360’s best-seller, ranges in price 
from $395 to $460, according to the company’s 
website, depending on whether it’s ordered with a 
fabric seat or a leather one. The company’s priciest 
model, an all-wood chair called the Cleo 2.0, sells 
for $600.

Herman Pontzer, an evolutionary anthropologist 
at Duke University who studies metabolism, 
understands that, when you spend several hours a 
day on a traditional offi  ce chair, you’re hardly using 
your muscles at all. But when the muscles in your 
back and abdomen are deployed for active sitting, 
the body is burning the fatty acids known as lipids 
as fuel for those muscles. 

The burning of calories lessens the chances of 

such metabolic disorders 
as obesity, diabetes and 
heart disease.

“If you are completely 
just limp, laying in a chair 
like a wet wash rag, then 
you aren’t pulling those 
lipids in,” said Pontzer, 
who stressed he was not 
endorsing any particular 
brand of chair. “There’s 
no need for those lipids 
and they just continue 
to pass the muscles by 
and fl oat around in your 
bloodstream. So, keeping 
your muscles active in 

these otherwise resting postures keeps us healthy.”

 “We’re evolved to be a very active species,” the 
anthropologist said. “So active resting postures, 
whether it’s some kind of active chair or a standing 
desk, I think that’s probably a good thing to try to 
work into the standard culture.”

THE CHAIR IN CLASS
More than 100 of QOR360’s kids chairs are in use 
at Westford Elementary School, thanks to the 
husband of a school employee. Lucas Jensen, who 
owns TreeHouse Hardwoods & Millshop in South 
Burlington, used his CNC mill, a computerized cutting 
machine, to cut the plywood parts. Students helped 
assemble the chairs, which have self-locking joints. 

QOR360 had previously suggested using a tennis 
ball to make the seat tilt, but after a while the tennis 
balls collapsed, so it now recommends a solid 
lacrosse ball.

QOR360 calls its kids’ chair “The ButtOn Chair” 
because the round felt seat is secured to the 
wooden base with a bungee cord, causing it to 
look like a button with four holes for thread. But the 
pun was not lost on Sebastian Pante.

“You’re supposed to sit on it with your butt,” the 
second-grader noted.

Sebastian has fallen off  his ButtOn Chair a couple 

of times but he’s still keen on it.

“It’s just really comfy and you can move around in 
it,” he said. “I really like moving around and it helps 
me get out more energy.”

His classmate Solveigh Wammer reports that, by 
putting her feet down on the fl oor, she can avoid 
falling off  the chair. There are enough ButtOn 
Chairs at the school so that every second-grader 
can choose whether to sit on a traditional chair or a 
ButtOn Chair.

“Sitting in those normal chairs felt, like, normal and I 
wanted to try something new,” Solveigh said.

School counselor Stephanie Jones, who is married 
to Jensen, said the chairs allow students with a lot 
of energy to wiggle around in their seats without 
distracting their classmates.

“A lot of kids use hand fi dgets to help them stay 
focused and this is an actual chair fi dget, almost, 
that helps students that need to move a little bit 
stay at their seat and continue to work,” Jones said.

FREE DO-IT-YOURSELF PLANS
Osler likens the online distribution of the ButtOn 
Chair’s plans to “stuffi  ng a chair through the 
internet. It emerges at the other end if somebody 
has a CNC router and some plywood.” 

Those who lack access to a CNC router can still 
get free plans for cutting the plywood with hand 
tools. If the only hand tool one has mastered is 
a computer mouse, the chair can be purchased 
from QOR360’s website for $200.

After a full year of work by four engineering 
students at UVM, a free mobile app should be 
available this summer that uses a smartphone’s 
accelerometers to measure calories burned while 
sitting in a QOR360 chair.

The company has stationed a few of its chairs 
at Burlington coff ee shops. One of them was 
promptly swiped. A bunch of ButtOn Chairs 
were in use in an eighth-grade STEM class at 
Edmunds Middle School in Burlington. When the 
classroom’s teacher retired, he took one with him.

CHAIR
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

The Button Chair, which 
can be made with 
free downloadable 
plans, allow kids to be 
fi dgeting while sitting in a 
classroom. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF QOR360
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Natural Beginnings
VICKI KIRBY RN, IBCLC, RLC

Vicki is a board certified registered lactation consultant that offers 
home, phone, or telemedicine visits for mothers who are facing a 
variety of breastfeeding challenges in Addison and Rutland counties, 
and some areas in New York State. She also has a prenatal  
monthly breastfeeding class available on Zoom. Mothers can feel 
overwhelmed when trying to balance milk production, latching 
issues, nipple soreness, engorgement, pumping and returning to 
work, and much more. Vicki is available to help mothers during 
this transitional period – you are not alone. 

Vicki is a provider for BCBS, and Vermont Medicaid for home 
consultations and receive personal use breast pumps. She also sells Medela and Spectra 
breast pumps and products.

Please call, email, or text to schedule an appointment.
For more info: 802.236.4136 • naturalkirby@gmail.com



34 North Street, Vergennes, VT 05491
802-877-3562      sisbell@vergennesresidential.com
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We’re Expanding Our Care

• Dizziness Evaluation and Treatment
• Balance and Fall Risk Assessment
• Imbalance and Disequilibrium
• Concussion (mTBl)

Now Seeing Patients For:

Julie Bier, Au.D. • Corey Gibeault, Au.D.  Doctors of Audiology

Better Living Audiology is proud to partner with the American 
Institute of Balance (AIB) as a recognized Center of Specialty Care. 
AIB is internationally known for its expertise in evaluation, treatment 
and rehabilitation of dizziness and balance disorders.

VERTIGO & DIZZINESS
BALANCE & FALL RISK  • CONCUSSION

bet ter l iv ingaudiology.com

To schedule an appointment, call
(802) 651-9374.

54 West Twin Oaks Terrace, Suite 10 • South Burlington, VT 05403
P: 802-651-9374 • F: 802-651-9376
135-A Creek Rd • Middlebury, VT 05753
P: 802-989-7210 • F: 802-989-7348



PAGE 20 — Addison Independent |  HEALTH & WELL-BEING | Thursday, June 16, 2022

A Guide to Finding the Right Care in the Moment 
 

As the pandemic presses on and the national shortage of health care workers intensifies, it’s more important than 
ever to understand your health care options to ensure you receive the right level of care in the most appropriate 
setting. 
 
Health care options for North Country residents often include primary care, urgent care and emergency care so 
it’s not always obvious where to go for care – or when.  So in the heat of the moment, this guide can help you 
answer, where do I go?  
 
If you’re still not sure what to do, call your primary care provider. Even when the office is closed, there is always 
someone on call who can direct you to the care you need.  
 
In case of a life threatening emergency, dial 9-1-1. 

UVMHealth.org/CVPH 

 Need Care?   
Know Where to Go. 

Where

When

Why

Symptoms & 
Conditions

Important to 
Note

Primary
Care

Porter 
Express 

Care

Emergency
Room

• You have a new problem or an 
old problem flares up

• You need a prescription refilled

• When the condition doesn’t 
appear life threatening, but you 
can’t wait until the next day or to 
see your primary care provider.

• You’re not in extreme pain
• Open Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-7 

p.m.; Saturday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Sunday, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

• You have a serious or 
life-threatening condition 

• Open 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week

• Your provider knows you and 
your medical history

• You’re seen by appointment so 
there is generally less waiting

• You’ll pay the lowest co-pay
• Same- and next-day appoint-

ments are available for injuries 
or illnesses that don’t require 
urgent or emergency care

• Shorter wait times than the ER, 
as you’re seen in the order you 
arrive

• Access to advanced diagnostic 
imaging like X-ray machines and 
lab capabilities to assess your 
illness or injury onsite.

• Urgent care providers can 
prescribe medications

• No appointment Necessary

• Equipped with life-saving 
equipment and providers trained 
to treat life-threatening illnesses 
or injuries

• It is always open
• You are seen based on how sick 

or injured you are. The most 
serious cases jump to the front 
of the line, even if they arrive 
later than everyone else. This 
will increase wait times for 
others.

• Cough, cold, flu
• Ear infections and sore 

throat
• Minor injuries like sprains, 

bumps and bruises
• Rashes
• Urinary tract infections
• Chronic conditions such 

as diabetes, high blood 
pressure, COPD, asthma 
and allergies

• Immunizations

• Cold or mild flu symptoms
• Sore throat
• Fever without a rash
• Non-life threatening allergic 

reactions
• Ear pain
• Painful urination
• Sprains and strains
• Small cuts that may require 

stitches
• Mild asthma attacks
• Tick bites
• Eye Irritation
• Rashes without fever
• Minor Burns
• Evaluation for Rabies prophylaxis
• Simple foreign body removal
• Ingrown toenails

• Abdominal Pain
• Chest pain
• Difficulty breathing
• Weakness/numbness on one 

side
• Slurred speech
• Fainting/change in mental state/

confusion
• Serious burns
• Head or eye injury
• Broken bones, dislocated joints
• Fever with a rash
• Seizures
• Severe cuts that may require 

stitches
• Severe cold or flu symptoms
• Vaginal bleeding with pregnancy
• Uncontrollable bleeding
• Severe asthma attack
• Severe allergic reaction
• Poisoning
• Animal bites
• Nausea/Vomiting/Diarrhea
• Dehydration
• Headache
• Bloody bowel movements

• It is recommended to have 
a primary care provider 
to monitor your health, 
schedule regular check-ups 
and preventative screenings 
to keep you as healthy as 
possible. Porter Primary 
Care offices are accepting 
new pediatric and primary 
care patients.

• Porter Express Care is equipped 
to handle medical problems that 
need same-day attention but are 
not life-threatening.

• If your urgent care provider 
determines that you need a 
higher level of care, you will be 
transferred to the Emergency 
Department.

• Always follow-up with your 
primary care provider after a 
visit to the Emergency Room 
to continue to monitor your 
health / condition.

A Guide to Finding the 
Right Care 
in the Moment
As the pandemic presses on and the national shortage 
of health care workers intensifi es, it’s more important 
than ever to understand your health care options to 
ensure you receive the right level of care in the most 
appropriate setting.

Health care options for Addison County residents often 
include primary care, urgent care and emergency care 
so it’s not always obvious where to go for care — or 
when. In the heat of the moment, this guide can help 
you answer, where do I go?

If you’re still not sure what to do, call your primary 
care provider. Even when the offi ce is closed, there is 
always someone on call who can direct you to the care 
you need.

In case of a life threatening emergency, dial 9-1-1.

Need Care?
Know where to go.

UVMHealth.org/PorterMedicalCenter

Think you may have COVID-19?
Unless you are having a medical emergency, there is no need to go to the Emergency Room.
If you’re feeling ill and believe you should be seen, please call your primary care provider or visit 
an express care location. Visit uvmhealth.org/coronavirus to fi nd a testing site near you.
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ACROSS
 1. Moved quickly
 4. Ocean 
temperature
 7. Scholarly book 
series
12. Irregular
15. Hairstyle
16. Indigestion fi xer
18. Special therapy
19. Mock
20. Partner to Pa
21. Strays
24. Swedish 
currency (abbr.)
27. Desired
30. Soap product
31. Traditional fi shing 
boat
33. No (Scottish)
34. Spy organization

35. Spiritual 
leader of a Jewish 
congregation
37. Married woman
39. Blood relation
41. German river
42. Genus of clams
44. Parts of a movie
47. Residue
48. Ethnic group of 
Laos and Thailand
49. Atomic #77
50. Where wrestlers 
work
52. Northeast
53. Type of lettuce
56. Abstain
61. Communication 
between two
63. One who 
administers 

medicine
64. Sun up in New 
York
65. Having eight

DOWN
 1. He played 
“Milton”
 2. Elsa’s sister
 3. Digital wallet
 4. About backbone
 5. Type of weapon
 6. __ Turner, rock 
singer
 7. Microgram
 8. Hair product
 9. Health care pro
10. Holy fi re
11. Military ID (abbr.)
12. __ the ante
13. Containing 

Sudoku
Each Sudoku puzzle 
consists of a 9x9 
grid that has been 
subdivided into nine 
smaller grids of 3x3 
squares. To solve 
the puzzle each row, 
column and box must 
contain each of the 
numbers 1 to 9. Puzzles 
come in three grades: 
easy, medium and 
diffi  cult. 

Level: Medium

This week’s puzzle solutions can be found on Page 26.

nitrogen
14. Green citrus fruit
17. Male parent
22. Bring up
23. Murdered
24. Soviet Socialist 
Republic
25. Supreme ruler 
Genghis
26. Social media 
hand gesture
28. Semitic Sun god
29. Land

32. Database 
management 
system
36. Similar
38. Nice to look at
40. Covered with 
mud
43. Simple dry fruit
44. Title of respect
45. Type of footwear
46. Most lucid
51. Exam
54. Extinct fl ightless 

bird of New Zealand
55. “Rule, Britannia” 
composer
56. Small Eurasian 
deer
57. “Within”
58. Insures bank’s 
depositors
59. A pause for 
relaxation
60. Social insect
62. Expresses 
acidity

s p o n s o r e d  byPuzzlesPuzzles
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PPet of et of the the WWeekeekMiniBury
A RELIABLE RESOURCE FOR PARENTS SEEKING FAMILY-FRIENDLY EVENTS, ACTIVITIES, CAMPS AND CLASSES IN AND AROUND MIDDLEBURY

Where to fi nd FREE summer meals
Late last month Governor Scott signed a bill 
to ensure all Vermont students eat for free 
at school. But what happens in the summer 
when school’s out? 

That’s where the free summer meals sites 
come in. Children ages 18 and under can 
show up at locations around the state and 
eat for free. Recent changes at the federal 
level are expected to result in fewer sites this 
summer than in previous years. But Hunger 
Free Vermont’s Laura LaVacca assured 
families that no one will be turned away.  

Details are still being ironed out, but here’s 
what we know so far: 

Anyone 18 and under can eat free breakfast 
and lunch every weekday outside Memorial 
Sports Center in Middlebury. It’s a fun, 

picnic atmosphere that is always bustling 
in the summertime. On Thursdays, starting 
June 23, Ilsley Librarian Tricia Allen dons a 
festive costume and rides her “book bike” to 
the event, where she gives away free books 
and entertains with an outdoor storytime.

Lawrence Memorial Library in Bristol will 
provide grab-and-go snacks for children 
during regular library hours all summer long.

In Whiting, families can pick up breakfasts 
and lunches at 87 Main Street, Tuesday 
through Friday during the summer. 

Want to fi nd the closest free meal pickup site 
near you? Text “FOOD” to 304-304. 

MiniBury will post an updated list of meal 
sites when that information is available.

MiniBury.com
THINGS TO DO    MEET PARENTS & FRIENDS  

  NEWS FOR FAMILIES    TIPS, TRICKS & TRENDS    CALENDAR

A PARTNERSHIP WITH THE ADDY INDY

The Vergennes town pool is open for the summer. Middlebury’s town 
pool opens June 20 — with brand new climbing walls. And, after being 
closed for two consecutive summers due to the pandemic, the Button 
Bay State Park pool  — with waterslide! — is open again.

See more online

The Vergennes town pool is open for the summer. Middlebury’s town 

Pools are open!

Coming Up:
Foodaroo
June 26, 4-8 p.m., 
Middlebury Marbleworks
Folks taste their way 
through a huge diversity of 
Vermont food trucks and 
vendors while musicians, 
street performers, dancers 
and more entertain. This 
year features a King Arthur 
Baking-sponsored baking 
contest for kids and adults 
alike. Register by June 23.
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Aster is a 3-year-old, 52-pound terrier 
mix. She is high-energy and would 
make a fantastic hiking/walking buddy! 
Exercise is key for her. She is human 
affectionate and dog friendly, but she 
reacts negatively to cats. Older kids 
would be fine. Aster walks well on the 
leash and absolutely loves snuggle time. 
She is often paired with another dog at 
the shelter, Irish, for outside play dates 
at the shelter and their goofiness is fun 
to watch.

Ginny and Hazel are a bonded pair of 
guinea girls! Ginny is the orange fluff 
who is the dominant one of the pair. 
She’s smart, loves food and will accept 
it by hand. Hazel looks like a little brown 
squirrel and is still skittish, but learning 
how to accept love. Hazel is very 
animated and goofy while playing with her 
sister. She loves to forage for her veggies. 
Both are just under a year old and are 
fully vetted. They have been around cats 
and do okay, but have had little time with 

them so they would need proper intros to other pets.

Apollo was very shy and wanted to bury 
himself under blankets to hide when he 
first came to the shelter. In a short time, 
this 3-year-old has become an absolute 
love bug and lap cat. He still hides from 
scary noises and new people at first, 
but he has gained a lot of confidence.  
Apollo does not like fishy foods and 
prefers poultry. He enjoys wand toys and 
spending time on the “catio.” Apollo is 
afraid of dogs but does great with cats.

Jack is a hefty 10-year-old guy who is in 
love with his stuffed rabbit. He has had it 
since he was a kitten and it has become 
his surrogate mother. He also loves people 
and enjoys attention and affection. Jack 
has had one eye removed due to glaucoma 
and has fully recovered. He is also diabetic 
and requires twice-a-day insulin injections 
and a special diet. Jack is playful at night 
when we aren’t looking and he loves to 

roll on his back with some catnip. He enjoys attention and head rubs. He might 
do okay in a home with another mellow older cat.  Jack is considered a special 
needs pet and his adoption fee is on a donation basis.

Elmer is about 3 months old and looking 
for her forever home. She came to the 
shelter after being found out in the cold 
with her 2 other siblings. While growing 
up here in the shelter they have become 
super social little buns just waiting to hop 
into their new home! Elmer loves to flop 
out on her side and have access to all 
the fresh hay that she can get!

Jitterbug is a very curious, eager, and 
playful bunny! She’s a sweetie that likes 
to follow people around, waiting to be pet 
and get forehead kisses. She is litterbox 
trained and comes when you call her 
name. Jitterbug loves her treats and toys! 
She enjoys company and gets along great 
with bunny-savvy kids and adults alike. 
She does not like to be picked up but, with 

patience, she could get used to it. She is not interested in having bunny friends 
but could enjoy the company of other mellow pets in the home.

PETS IN NEED
HOMEWARD BOUND
Addison County’s Humane Society

Call or check our website.
We may have a pet for you.

802-388-1100 | HomewardBoundAnimals.org
236 Boardman Street | Middlebury, VT

PPet of et of the the WWeekeek

Meet Skippy!Meet Skippy!
Skippy is a 2 year-old, 
70-pound hound mix who 
is carrying a little extra 
winter weight and that’s 
okay because he loves to 
exercise and play! Skippy is 
in need of continued leash 
training as he pulls hard 
when fi rst starting out on his 
walks. He is just so excited 
to be out and about!  He 
needs a strong person for 
these walks or a fenced-in 
yard where he can burn 
off  his energy.Skippy has a 
strong prey drive for cats 
and birds, but does well 
with other socialized dogs. 
Any children in his future 
family should be over the 
age of 10 and respectful 
of his food space.  Skippy 
loves to get belly rubs. Last 
month we took him to 
hang out on the plaza at 
the Middlebury Co-op and 
he made so many friends!  

He wasn’t shy at all and 
he loved every ounce of 
attention from the nice 
folks who stopped to greet 
him. Skippy is a dog with 
enormous potential and we 
are confi dent that he will be 

a wonderful family member 
for the right match!Contact 
Homeward Bound at (802) 
388-1100 or shelter@
homewardboundanimals.
org today to make Skippy a 
part of your family!

1438 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-3139
www.parisfarmersunion.com

At Paris, we have everything you 
need for your pets and animals!

• Dry or Wet Dog & Cat food
• Dog & Cat beds, toys, cleaning supplies 

& accessories
• Fish, bird, small animal & reptile 

supplies and live feeder insects 
• Wild bird & Squirrel supplies 
• Backyard animal feed & supplies
• And friendly, knowledgeable staff 
   to help guide you!

1438 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-3139

• Wild bird & Squirrel supplies 
•
• And friendly, knowledgeable staff 
   to help guide you!

•

1438 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-3139

And friendly, knowledgeable staff 

Ask about 
our Frequent 

Buyer 
Program!
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eaches are one of the more surprising 
fruits that grow in Vermont. Easy to 
pick and fantastically juicy, peaches 
are beautiful, fuzzy globes to look 
forward to each summer.

Growing peaches is often associated 
with warmer climates, such as 

Georgia or South 
Carolina, as well as 
Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey and other 

mid-Atlantic states. Vermont’s U.S. Department 
of Agriculture cold hardiness zones 
(planthardiness.ars.usda.gov) are on the cold-
end of the peach-growing spectrum, ranging 
from 3a to 5b across the state. Luckily, certain 
varieties of peaches have been adapted to 
grow in cooler climates, and in some cases, 
can be grown here.

Two varieties that do well in cooler climates 
are “Reliance” and “Contender.” “Reliance” was 
developed in New Hampshire and is known 
for its reliable cold hardiness. “Contender” 
is known for its high quality fruit, though is 
potentially not as cold-hardy as “Reliance.”

Because Vermont is fairly cold for peach 
growing, site selection is very important. It may 
be easier to grow peaches in parts of the state 
that have milder winters and warmer weather 

although the right microclimate in cooler areas 
can have a positive impact.

Choose a warm site with plenty of sun and 
protection from wind. Peaches like soil that is 
well-drained. Be sure to pick a site that has 
enough space for each tree to grow. A peach 
tree will grow approximately 15-20 feet wide 
and tall and will need at least that amount of 
space per tree.

Unlike apples, peaches are self-fruitful or self-
pollinating, meaning that they do not require a 
second tree to pollinate and produce fruit. This 
means that you can start with just one tree if 
desired.

Peach trees can be found at local fruit 
nurseries across the state. If you can, talk 
to the local nursery owners about their 
experience growing peaches. They will have 
invaluable information to offer.

You will likely find peach trees for purchase 
in containers or as bare roots. Containerized 
trees are available in a variety of sizes and 
prices.

Bare roots are small, dormant woody plants 
without soil that must be planted within 24-48 
hours of purchase. The advantage to these 
plants is that they are less expensive, while the 

disadvantages are that the plants are smaller, 
so it will take longer to produce a peach.

Planting a peach tree is much like planting 
a deciduous tree. Check out the Vermont 
Urban and Community Forestry resources on 
planting trees (go.uvm.edu/treeplanting) to 
make sure you start your tree off on the right 
foot.

After your peach tree is planted, it will need to 
be watered at least 1-2 inches per week for the 
first year (including rainfall). This watering will 
help the roots get established in its new site.

Depending on the size of your tree, after about 
2-5 years, you can expect to have peaches to 
pick.

Peaches are ready to pick when they turn a 
yellow-orange to pink and release fairly easily 
from the branch. Peaches can be kept on 
the countertop until completely ripe (there 
should be a little bit of give when gently 
squeezed). Ripened peaches can be stored 
on the counter or in the refrigerator in bags or 
containers for almost a week.

Interested in having peaches sooner? Look 
for pick-your-own farms in Vermont that offer 
peaches in addition to other fruits like apples, 
pears and sour cherries.

GARDENER
A S K  A  M A S T E R

H O W  T O  G R O W  P E A C H E S  I N  V E R M O N T

Bonnie Kirn Donahue 
is a UVM Extension 

Master Gardener and 
landscape designer 

from central Vermont.

Peaches can be picked when they turn yellow-orange to pink and release fairly easily from the branch.
PHOTO / BONNIE KIRN DONAHUE

BONNIE KIRN
 DONAHUE

BY

P

PLANT  
YOURSELF 

HERE.
Reach readers who 
are interested in all 

things gardening and 
advertise on this page. 

Contact us today.

A D S @ A D D I S O N I N D E P E N D E N T.C O M
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Set on 2 private acres on the tranquil shores of beautiful Cedar Lake is this wonderful, 
lakefront ranch-style home. Featuring over 1,500 sf of living space, this eclectic home 
off ers 3 beds, 2 baths, and a modern open fl oor plan. Above the oversized detached 
garage is an additional 600 sf of fi nished space, including another bath. With 250 feet of 
private lakefront and wood dock, this is a perfect spot to enjoy Vermont summers. And the 
spacious deck overlooking the lake is a great place to relax and take in the spectacular 
sunsets. The home features new waterproof laminate fl ooring throughout the open living/
dining room and kitchen, as well as the laundry room and bath. The eat-in kitchen features 
a center island and is open to a spacious living room. The main living area features a wall 
of windows and patio doors that open out to the expansive deck with gorgeous views of 
Cedar Lake. 3 bedrooms are on the main fl oor along with some more available space to 
be fi nished. The owner has attentively updated this home with new windows, patio doors, 
bathroom fi xtures, fl ooring, drilled well, oil tank, seamless gutters, effi  cient solar panels, 
and much more. The large bonus room above the garage is perfect for an offi  ce space or 

rec room. Convenient to Vergennes, Middlebury, Burlington, 
and ski areas, this beautiful property is a real gem.

410 MONKTON ROAD, MONKTON

A LOOK INSIDE ADDISON COUNTY HOMES FOR SALE

Enjoy lakefront living on Cedar Lake

$439,500

This property is listed and marketed by Chris Von Trapp, REALTOR, 
and managed by Coldwell Banker Hickok & Boardman. For 
more info, please call Chris directly at 802-846-9525 or visit 
hickokandboardman.com.
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WALLACE REALTY
48 Mountain Terrace

Bristol, VT 05443
PH 802-453-4670 • FAX 802-453-5898

Visit our websites at:
www.wallacere.com

www.greenbuiltvermont.com

Please call Kelly, Claire, or Tom

EQUAL 
HOUSING  
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 as amended 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons receiving 
public assistance, or an intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will not  knowingly 
accept any advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of discrimination, call 
HUD Toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.

Email Christy to fi nd out how. Christy@addisonindependent.com
Add your piece! Add your piece! Be the next sponsor of the puzzle page.

s o l u t i o n s June 16, 2022

Puzzle
Christy@addisonindependent.com

Be the next sponsor of the puzzle page.

June 16, 2022

PuzzlePuzzle

estate
real

Spring into the market!
Contact us today to advertise on our 

weekly real estate pages.
ads@addisonindependent.com

CALENDAR
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

MONDAY, JUNE 20
MUSIC MONDAY IN BRISTOL. Monday, June 
20, 5 p.m., on the green. Head to the town 
green for al fresco dining and bar from 3 
Squares Cafe, Lulu Ice Cream, Crooked Ladle 
Catering, Pavlov’s Dogs and South Mountain 
Crepes. Stay for the live music from 6-8 p.m. 

BILL MCKIBBEN ON THE FLAG, THE CROSS, 
AND THE STATION WAGON IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Monday, June 20, 7 p.m., Champlain Valley 
Unitarian Universalist Society, 2 Duane Ct. In 
his new book, “The Flag, the Cross, and the 
Station Wagon: A Graying American Looks 
Back at His Suburban Boyhood and Wonders 
What the Hell Happened,” McKibben digs 
deep into our history and into the latest 
scholarship on race and inequality in America, 
on the rise of the religious right, and on our 

environmental crisis to explain how we got to 
this point. Free. Books will be available for sale 
and signing.

THURSDAY, JUNE 23
QUILT EXHIBITION IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Thursday, June 23, 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 260 Court 
St. The Quilters’ Corner at Middlebury Sew-
N-Vac hosts this show of works by local 
quilters. There will be demonstrations and 
voting for viewer’s choice. Free.

BRETT HUGHES AND MATT FLINNER AND 
PIZZA IN GOSHEN. Thursday, June 23, 
5-8 p.m., Blueberry Hill Inn and Outdoor 
Center, Ripton-Goshen Rd. Come hear 
these diverse and accomplished musicians 
and enjoy pizza too. Bring a picnic blanket. 
Tickets $35, includes pizza and inn-made 
lemonade or iced tea and live music. Kids 
5 and under are free. Bring a picnic blanket. 
Reservations for each pizza night will open 
the Monday prior to the event. BYOB.

FRIDAY, JUNE 24
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE THE IN 
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ipjrealestate.com
34 Main Street, downtown Middlebury

info@ipjrealestate.com  |  802.388.4242

CORNWALL  NEW LISTING!
2195 SOUTH BINGHAM STREET
MLS #4913895 | $689,500
3 BD | 3 BA | 2606 SF | 20.10 ACRES

Tuck yourself into the woods for 
total privacy and enjoy amazing 
trails, beautiful gardens and a 
lovingly cared for home you’ll never 
want to leave. Find antique verde 
marble countertops, a propane 
woodstove, warm and minimal 
wood fi nishes, plus huge windows 
and skylights that bring the outside 
in. Plenty of space to steal away 
to, from the den/offi ce, family 
room, two south facing year-round 
Otter Creek awning rooms, and 
a hideaway crow’s nest ready for 
play or meditation. The ambiance 
and charm of this special property 
will draw family and friends for visits 
for years to come.

MIDDLEBURY  NEW LISTING!
5 METHODIST LANE
MLS #4914597 | $325,000
2 BD | 2 BA | 1348 SF | 0.08 ACRES

Completely renovated in 2017 from 
top to bottom. This in-town home 
has new everything: roof, insulation, 
insulated windows, fl ooring, 
bathrooms, kitchen, back porch, 
wiring, plumbing, heating, gutters... 
the list goes on. 

GOSHEN  NEW LISTING!
681 HATHAWAY ROAD
MLS #4914261 | $625,000
2 BD | 3 BA | 2874 SF | 51.70 ACRES

This stunning Goshen property 
includes a lofty post and beam two 
bedroom residence, post and beam 
barn with lower level workshop/
garages, as well as a smaller 
garden shed, all on over 50 acres 
of woods, meadows, and trails. 
Home offers a fi eldstone fi replace, 
cathedral ceilings, French doors, 
exposed beams and a large back 
deck. Finished walk-out lower level 
provides space to confi gure to your 
needs and includes a single garage 
adjacent. Endless possibilities in the 
multi-level barn, whether you use 
it for entertaining, studio space, 
workshop or for animals. Minutes to 
Brandon and recreation.

dynamic relationship 
between the People and 
water in the Abenaki 
homeland, past and 
present. Water is 
essential for life and 
Nebizun (or Nebizon) 
is the Abenaki word for 

medicine. Meet the curator, Vera Longtoe Sheehan, for a 
gallery talk and conversation. This exhibit will be on view 
through mid-October.

MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE MUSEUM OF ART
72 Porter Field Road, Middlebury.
Visit museum.middlebury.edu/exhibitions or call 802-443-
5007 to make your free reservations.

“Contemporary to Classical: Highlights from the New 
Collection Handbook,” featuring more than 40 works from 
the museum’s new permanent collection handbook. On 
view Jan. 28-Aug. 7.

“Into the Screen: Digital Art from teamLab.” This 
exhibition highlights a singular immersive digital 
experience by teamLab and the traditional 17th- to 20th-
century screens and prints that inspired it. On view Jan. 
28-Aug. 7.

SPARROW ART SUPPLY
52 Main Street, Middlebury. 
Visit sparrowartsupply.com for more info. 

“Sense of Relief,” a new group exhibit celebrates the art of 
relief printing. In this show you’ll find 2D prints, book arts, 
mixed media, and more. With work by over 20 artists, this 
show spans all subject matters unified by this incredible 
printing process. The exhibit will run from May 13-July 10.

EXHIBITS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

MIDDLEBURY. Friday, June 24, Battell and Means Woods. 
This is an easy to moderate 3+ mile hike that meanders 
through Battell and Means Woods with an 800 ft. ascent up 
Chipman Hill. Wear appropriate clothing for hiking and bring 
water, a snack and hiking poles. (Info at maltvt.org.) Contact 
David Andrews for information or to register; vtrevda@yahoo.
com. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

QUILT EXHIBITION IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, June 24, 10 a.m.-
5 p.m., 260 Court St. See June 23 listing. 

EXHIBIT RECEPTION IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, June 24, 5-7 
p.m., Sheldon Museum, One Park Street. Come celebrate 
the Sheldon Museum’s summer exhibits: Addison County 
Collects & Addison County Kids Collect; Archiving History: 
Stewart-Swift Research Center at 50; The Elephant in 
the Archives; and Sculptures of Perseverance: Ukraine-
Inspired Carvings by Chuck Herrmann. Free and open to the 
public with music by Back Porch Jazz. More info at www.
HenrySheldonMuseum.org or 802-388-2117.

BREAD AND BONES AND PIZZA IN GOSHEN. Friday, June 
24, 5-8 p.m., Blueberry Hill Inn and Outdoor Center, Ripton-
Goshen Rd. Bread and Bones is an award-winning Vermont-
based acoustic trio performing original music that is steeped 
in tradition but of its own time. Reservations for each pizza 
night will open the Monday prior to the event. BYOB.
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802-877-2134  •  www.ReVT4u.com
Your Forever Realtors, Building Relationships One Home at a Time!

We are a designated agency brokerage.

Your Forever Agents, Building Relationships One Home at a Time!

COMMUNITY CORNER

BRISTOL, VT
This property includes three units. The main unit has 
3 BDR, a full bath, and a grand front porch made of 
Brazilian cherry hardwood. The second unit is attached 
and expandable to the main building. The third unit is a 
converted carriage barn fi nished with antique planking.
MLS#4881801 $449,000

Back on

Back on

Back on

the M
arket

the M
arket

the M
arket

New Listing

New Listing

New Listing

MIDDLEBURY, VT
Charming 3 BDR, 2 BA farmhouse sited on a corner 
lot with 2 acres. Beautiful new kitchen and dining 
area complete with a live edge island & new stainless 
appliances. Heat pump and owned solar so your electric 
bill is minimal. Only minutes to the center of Middlebury.
MLS#4912014 $364,900

Concert for the Pavilion 
SUN. JUNE 26TH @ 6-8pm

Join us for a FREE concert at the Vergennes Veterans 
Memorial Park Basketball Court to support the 
Pavilion Project. Participating local musicians 

include Steve Sawyer, Bob Levinson, Andy Smith, 
Joel Palmer, Darren Donovan, Holly Mugford, & 

Guests.  Food available for purchase: Wood Fired 
Pizza from Farmers Market LLC, Ice cream from 
lu•lu, popcorn, water/soft drinks. Donations are 

accepted and will go toward Phase 1 of the Pavilion 
Project to resurface the basketball court/rink and 

prepare for future pavilion.

New Price

New Price

New Price

ADDISON, VT
This home is perfect for multi-generational living, 
working from home, or just providing room to grow. 
Spa-like retreat with tile bath & soaking tub, sitting 
area, and propane stove for chilly nights in the 2nd fl oor 
suite. Minutes to Lake Champlain & marina.
MLS#4909284 $649,900

Custom Home

Custom Home

Custom Home

Custom Home

Custom Home

Custom Home

Custom Home

Custom Home

Custom Home

with Views

with Views

with Views

ADDISON, VT
Unique 3 BDR, 2 BA home overlooking Lake Champlain 
was designed to take advantage of the wide sweeping 
views. With deeded lake access, wrap-around deck, a 
stone patio, and plenty of outdoor space for gardens, the 
possibilities for entertainment or relaxation are endless.
MLS#4908447 $529,900

New Price

New Price

New Price

RUTLAND CITY, VT
This three-unit Victorian offers great income potential 
for the investor. Each unit offers a porch or outside 
living area, hardwood fl oors, and architectural features 
such as bay windows, fi replaces, ornate mantles, or 
clawfoot tubs that make each unit unique and beautiful.
MLS#4914262 $225,000

A FATHER’S DAY DEAL
W O R T H  J U M PI N G  O N .

Treat Dad to a little staycation, with 30% off 
our best available rates on lodging.

Just visit BasinHarbor.com/dad22 
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