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Pets and grief
Sharing feelings about loss is 
the best path to healing, says one 
expert. See Arts + Leisure.

By the wayBy the way

On the ball
Tiger girls’ tennis moved to 5-3 
by taking two out of three recent 
matches. See Sports, Page 1B.

Pet Contest
See the winning photos of our 
best friends—our pets—in Arts + 
Leisure, Pages 8 & 9.

Pesticides threatening pollinators

ANWSD mulls return 
of school to Addison

Police get more mental health crisis calls Bristol police seek 
mental health staff 

State OKs 
Lincoln’s 
MAUSD 
withdrawal

District 
merger 
blueprint 
drafted

Surging cases demanding more training

ANWSD, MAUSD to 
hold joint discussion

Lawmakers punt on bill limiting poisons that are killing bees, butterflies

(See Merger study, Page 14A)
(See Pollinators, Page 15A)

(See Addison school, Page 10A)

(See Lincoln school, Page 11A)

(See Mental health, Page 10A)

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
BRISTOL/VERGENNES — 

After 10 months of steady work, the 
ANWSD-MAUSD Merger Study 
Committee has completed draft 
articles of agreement that would 
serve as the founding document 
for a proposed merger between the 
school districts in the northern half 
of Addison County.

The draft considers the highly 
contentious issue of future school 
closures in part by requiring 
approval of a closure by a 
supermajority of merged district 
residents.

Now the committee is looking 
for public input.

The boards of the Addison 
Northwest and Mount Abraham 
Unified school districts will discuss 
the draft articles at a joint meeting 
on Monday, May 23, at 6 p.m. at 
Vergennes Union High School. The 
meeting will be available on Zoom, 
but registration is required.

The 15-member committee 
was formed in April 2021 by 
the ANWSD (serving Addison, 
Ferrisburgh, Panton, Vergennes 
and Waltham) and the MAUSD 
(serving Bristol, Lincoln, Monkton, 
New Haven and Starksboro) for the 
purpose of analyzing the feasibility 
of a potential merger.

Both districts have been 
struggling with declining 
enrollment and rising education 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
BRISTOL — Two years 

ago, when the pandemic forced 
communities into lockdown, 
the Bristol Police Department 
started getting more calls from 
folks experiencing mental health 

issues and found itself providing 
extra help for residents who 
needed, but suddenly couldn’t 
obtain, necessary services.

“There was one individual we 
went to frequently,” said BPD 

(See Bristol, Page 11A)

The Lincoln Historical Society 
will hold its annual town-
wide yard sale on May 28. The 
tents have been ordered and 
organizers are hoping to be able 
to offer buyers a great selection 
of wonderful items, but that 
depends on the generosity of those 
able to donate wares to be sold. 
Yard sale organizers are looking 
for donations of good, clean 
useable kitchenware, household 
items, linens, gardening items 
and sports equipment, among 

By JOHN FLOWERS
ADDISON COUNTY — There 

was a time not too long ago when 
Middlebury police didn’t receive 
enough calls requesting mental 
health-related help to classify them 
separately in the department’s 
yearly stats.

But that’s changed dramatically 

since 2017, according to Chief Tom 
Hanley.

In 2017, Middlebury police 
responded to 46 cases in which 
mental health/psychiatric issues 
were either the “primary or 
proximate cause” of police 
intervention. That went up to 54 
cases in 2018, 75 in 2019, 144 in 

2020 and 259 last year. There have 
been 83 such calls for service so far 
this year, putting it on track to meet 
or exceed the department’s 2021 
total.

“We’re seeing more of these 
cases than we ever did,” Hanley 
said. “What has changed is the 
entire culture of dealing with this. 
If you got a mental health call 25 
years ago, you hated it. You wanted 
to get in and get done, call CSAC 

(the Counseling Service of Addison 
County) and have them deal with 
the person. Now we realize it’s a 
regular part of what we do.”

And it’s not just in Middlebury.
Vermont State Police and leaders 

of the Vergennes and Bristol police 
departments are also reporting 
major surges in calls involving 
persons experiencing mental health 
crises. This has prompted public 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
LINCOLN — The Vermont 

State Board of Education on 
Wednesday approved Lincoln’s 
plan to withdraw from the Mount 
Abraham Unified School District.

The approval paves the way for 
the town to form an independent 
Lincoln School District, elect its 
own school board, and begin work 
on the next step of the withdrawal 
process, which involves crafting 
an exit agreement with the 
MAUSD to settle any outstanding 
fiscal matters.

In anticipation of the State 
Board’s approval, Lincoln officials 
have been making plans to hold 
school board elections, which they 
hope will take place on June 21, 
according to a May 16 Front Porch 
Forum post by Town Clerk Sally 
Ober. That date could change, so 
Lincoln residents should keep an 
eye out for updates.

Lincoln’s bid to withdraw 
from the MAUSD was launched 
last summer by a group called 
Save Community Schools (SCS), 
which cited, among other things, 
concerns over the possibility that 
the MAUSD or a merged district 
consisting of the MAUSD and 
the Addison Northwest School 
District would close the Lincoln 
Community School, which serves 
85 students, according to the 
school website.

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
MIDDLEBURY — This past winter, third-

generation beekeeper Charles “Chaz” Mraz 
of Champlain Valley Apiaries sat down with 
two state lawmakers and tried to figure out 
what could be done about the neonicotinoid 
pesticides that are killing honeybees, wild 
bees and other pollinators in large numbers.

In January, Democratic Reps. Amy Sheldon 
of Middlebury and Joseph “Chip” Troiano 
of Stannard introduced a bill based on those 
conversations, H.626. It proposed prohibiting 
the use of these highly toxic poisons until the 
Vermont Secretary of Agriculture could come 
up with some rules to regulate their use in the 
state.

While the bill as filed had some teeth, the 
version that the Vermont House and Senate 
passed last week was watered down in many 
ways and did not ban neonicotinoids — even 
temporarily. Mraz was disappointed.

“Vermont talks about the future of ag 
in Vermont, and when they’re concerned 

MIDDLEBURY BEEKEEPER CHAZ MRAZ, shown checking on one of his hives in Shoreham last year, is worried that inaction to stop 
or even slow the use of neonicotinoid pesticides could result in a mounting loss of pollinators, which are key to our food supply.

Photo by Caleb Kenna

By ANDY KIRKALDY
ADDISON/VERGENNES — 

The future of the former Addison 
Central School could be decided 
at the Addison Northwest School 
Board’s June 13 meeting, and 
one way forward could lead to 
Addison’s former elementary 
school building ending up back in 
the hands of the town.

“We’ve come to a time when we 
need to make a choice about that,” 
ANWSD Board Chair John Stroup 
told the Independent on Tuesday. 
“And we need to go down one 
or two different paths, and we’re 
going to do that on June 13.”

Certainly Addison would appear 
to have an interest in the building. 
During discussions in the summer 
of 2021 leading up to two votes on 
whether Addison should withdraw 
from ANWSD some opponents of 
leaving the district cited the fact the 
town did not own the school as an 
issue.

Those two votes on the question 
of whether Addison should 

withdraw from ANWSD were 
defeated, the first one narrowly.

When the board first discussed 
in December the possibility of 
offering the building back to the 
town, Addison Selectboard Chair 
Jeff Kauffman said Addison would 
welcome a chance to own ACS 
again.

“I believe the town has expressed 
interest in regaining ownership of 
the building,” Kauffman wrote in 
an email to the Independent.

If the ACS building sits empty, 
its carrying costs would be at least 
$80,000 for its owner, according 
to ANWSD board estimates in 
December. The building is debt-
free.

It was also in December when 
the ANWSD board started serious 
discussions about the future of 
the ACS building. Those talks 
began after Superintendent Sheila 
Soule recommended the Addison 
Wayfinder Experience (AWE), 
which has been housed at ACS, be 

Fun on wheels
WHAT IS IT? A quadri-trike? A quad-rigle? This entry for the Human Powered Parade in Bristol this 

past Saturday has three wheels and seats four. The drivers are, from left, Joe Shine of Middlebury, Ben 
Brett his dad Dan Brett of Whiting, and, bringing up the rear on accordion, Judd Markowski of Bridport.

Independent photo/Steve James
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By SARAH MEARHOFF
VTDigger.org

Gov. Phil Scott is running for a 
fourth term.

Hours after he announced his 
reelection plans in a news release 
Tuesday morning, Scott told 
reporters in Montpelier that he 
“carefully considered (his) options” 
when deciding whether to seek 
another two years in office. “It’s 
been a long six years” in office, he 
said, but he has more work yet to do.

“We’ve made some historic 
investments… investments that I 
think will give us a high return,” the 
63-year-old Republican 
said. “We have to follow 
through on them, and we 
need a seasoned team in 
order to do that.”

“That’s what we 
provide,” he said, 
referring to his 
administration.

Anti-poverty activist 
Brenda Siegel, a 
Democrat, is so far the 
only other candidate 
to enter the race, and 
no Republicans have launched a 
primary challenge to Scott yet. 
Candidates have until May 26 to file 
their candidacy.

“I don’t believe I’ve ever had a 
race throughout my political life 
where I haven’t had a primary,” 
Scott said Tuesday. “So I’m still 
expecting someone to surface a 
challenge for the primaries. We’ll 
see what happens.”

Siegel told VTDigger that she was 
unsurprised Scott kept quiet about 
his plans until close to the deadline. 
But she thinks Vermonters “are 
looking for change” after Scott’s six 
years at the helm of the state.

“I know that Vermonters are 
looking for change. They’re looking 
for affordable housing. They’re 
looking for a solution for the 
overdose crisis. They’re looking 
for a governor who works with the 
people that they send to Montpelier 
in a way that doesn’t end in so many 
vetoes,” she said. Scott vetoed six 
bills so far this session and holds the 

state record for total gubernatorial 
vetoes.

State Sen. Joe Benning, 
R-Caledonia, who is running for 
lieutenant governor, disagrees. 
He told VTDigger that he thinks 
Scott “has managed to do all of the 
things that I would hope a governor 
would,” like holding the line against 
tax increases and keeping things civil 
with other state leaders across party 
lines — “which is a very impressive 
thing in this day and age.”

“I think that the vast majority 
of Vermonters have very much 
appreciated what he’s been able to 

do,” Benning said.
Public opinion polls 

appear to reach the same 
conclusion. According 
to a Morning Consult 
poll released in April, 
Scott is the country’s 
second-most popular 
governor, with a 72% 
approval rating.

Scott describes 
himself as a centrist. 
While he has regularly 
sparred with Democratic 

leaders in the Legislature over state 
finances, including recent debates 
over the state budget and the public 
sector pension system, he routinely 
breaks with the national and state 
GOP on social issues. Scott was a 
vocal critic of President Donald 
Trump and voted for Democrat 
Joe Biden in the 2020 presidential 
election.

At his May 3 press conference, 
Scott was pressed on why he 
continues to run as a Republican 
rather than as an independent. He 
said he has been successful over 22 
years running as a Republican.

“It’s easy to go to the extremes, 
right? Extreme left, extreme right 
— everyone knows where you’re 
going to be and what your vote is 
going to be,” he said. “Those in 
the center, those moderates and 
centrists of either party, have to 
contemplate what it is that would be 
best for the state, in this situation, or 
their constituents, and what you can 
live with.”

Gov. Scott launches 
fourth bid for office

GOV.  SCOTT

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — The Vergennes 

City Council has agreed to make 
small changes to the zoning and 
subdivision regulations update 
awaiting their approval, but won’t 
make big changes that could 
significantly delay implementation 
of the rules.

At their May 10 meeting, 
councilors agreed to hold a 
work session to consider “non-
substantive” changes to the zoning 
rewrite that was forwarded to the 
council this spring by the Vergennes 
Planning Commission. 

Councilors have yet to set a date 
for that chore. 

Those changes could include 
rewording some passages, moving 
some items from one section of 
the laws to another, and changing 
language that would otherwise 
create conflict between sections. 
They were recommended by 
Councilor and former city manager/
zoning administrator Mel Hawley.

Councilors who spoke, including 
Sue Rakowski and Deputy Mayor 
Dickie Austin, said they were 
sympathetic to Hawley’s suggestion 
that the council should make the 
regulations “as close to perfect as 
we can get them.” 

But the majority of the council 
didn’t appear interested in making 
more substantial changes that 
Hawley also recommended to the 
planners’ proposal, which has been 
two years in the making and gone 
through a public process. 

Those changes he suggested 
included limiting the power of the 
zoning administrator as outlined 
in the new bylaws, essentially 
altering the laws so that more 
apartments would not be allowed in 
the Historic Neighborhood zoning 
district, and possibly removing a 
requirement that new garages have 
outlets to allow electric vehicles to 
be charged.

In asking City Manager Ron 
Redmond to find a time for the 
special council meeting to devote 
to the zoning laws, Mayor Matt 
Chabot specifically cited its purpose 
as to review the bylaws for “non-
substantive” changes. 

If the council were to make 
substantial changes, it would 
mean returning the 150-plus-page 
document, which has draw the 
support of most councilors and 
residents who have spoken, to the 
planning commission and restarting 
the rewrite process for a second 
time. The council in the summer 
of 2021 sent a first draft of the regs 
back to planners for a do-over. 

Last week’s decision to hold a 
work session came after the second 
of two council public hearing and 
one planning commission hearing at 
which residents’ testimony favored 
the new regulations. 

At the May 10 public hearing 
Vergennes Development Review 
Board Chair Brent Rakowski, 
speaking as a resident, and former 
planner Tim Cook spoke in favor 
of the document, while Steve 
Rapoport said he was glad Hawley 
had a chance to air his concerns. 

In general, the new bylaws 
would align Vergennes zoning and 
subdivision laws with the city plan 
that was adopted in 2020. 

MIDDLEBURY — Planned 
Parenthood of Northern New 
England has been in a period of 
unprecedented challenges since 
the 2016 election, through the 
defunding fight during the Trump 
Administration, the loss 
of Title X funding, the 
challenges of providing 
time-sensitive sexual 
and reproductive 
health care during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
nationwide staffing 
shortages, and now the 
impending loss of Roe v 
Wade. 

“To say these 
are difficult times is an 
understatement,” said PPNNE Vice 
President Lucy Leriche in a May 12 
letter to legislators. 

To make the organization 
sustainable and able to meet the 
needs of northern New England 
long-term, Planned Parenthood will 

closed five part-time health centers 
in Vermont and New Hampshire 
and over the next six months 
expand health center hours at seven 
health centers in Vermont, New 
Hampshire and Maine.

One of the Vermont 
PPNNE health centers 
marked for closure is 
one in Middlebury. 
The others are in Hyde 
Park, Saint Albans and 
Bennington, as well as 
in Claremont, N.H. The 
centers will close on 
June 12.

The health centers 
that will expand hours 

to five days per week are in Barre, 
Brattleboro and Williston; Exeter, 
N.H.; and Sanford, Biddeford and 
Topsham, Maine. 

As PPNE entered its budgeting 
season and looked at the most 
recent financial impact of COVID 
variants in recent months, it was 

clear that the organization needed to 
make some tough decisions, Leriche 
wrote. The organization analyzed 
what delivery care model and health 
center footprint best enables it to 
care for the organization’s stability, 
and its ability to deliver on its 
mission, now and into the future.

“Providing high-quality, 
dependable care is at the heart of 
PPNNE’s mission,” Leriche wrote. 
“With the leaps and bounds our 
telehealth program has taken over 
the pandemic, it has created new 
accessibility to care across our 
three states. And by improving 
the number of days and hours of 
availability at our health centers, we 
can better meet our mission, care for 
our patients, and support our staff.”

She said PPNNE didn’t come 
to this decision easily, but that it 
believe these changes are necessary 
to meet this moment and the 
evolving needs of its patients, staff 
and communities, and to ensure 
PPNNE remains sustainable and 
able to meet its mission in the years 
to come. 

“We will continue to provide care 
as best we can, and we will keep 
fighting to ensure our communities 
have the health care services, 
education, and access we need to 
control our bodies, our lives, and 
our future,” Leriche wrote. 

PPNNE centers planning to close 
have a notification and referral plan 
in place to help patients maintain 
access to care. They planned to 
notify the public on May 13.

Planned Parenthood to close clinic

Council will  
make minor 
tweaks to 
zoning regs

Big painting
DURING THE MOUNT Abe Fine Arts Day festivities in Bristol this past Thursday, a Mount Abraham 

Unified School District student puts the finishing touches on a painting that was created using a 
piece of heavy equipment holding the paint brush at the end of a long claw. Students ooh’d and 
aww’d while the operator flicked the brush around in the Mount Abe parking lot. Equipment was 
provided by Heffernan Brothers Aggregate, Joel FitzGerald and Sargent’s Crane Service.

Photo courtesy Mandy Chesley Park

“Providing 
high-quality, 
dependable 
care is at 
the heart 
of PPNNE’s 
mission.”
—  Lucy Leriche

Fresh, Local, Micro-Roasted Coffee

Bud’sBeans

Whole Beans and/or Brewed Cups Available at: 
Middlebury Natural Foods Co-op, Shafer’s, VT Food Collaborative, 

Middlebury Bagel & Deli, Otter Creek Bakery, VT Marketplace

63 Maple St | Middlebury, VT 05753
Thank you for supporting local businesses!

budsbeanscoffee@gmail.com
BudsBeansCoffee.com

NEW number    802-771-4289 ��

16 Creek Rd, Middlebury  

 802-388-6054
Mon. - Fri. 7:30 - 5:30, Sat. 8 - 3
countrysidecarpetandpaint.com

MAY 20 – MAY 28, 2022

CAN’T BEAT THIS
R     E     B     A     T     E

  

Get $10 back per gallon container and $50 back per 
fi ve-gallon container. Maximum rebate is $60. Offer valid 
on purchases with dates sales receipt between May 20– 
May 28, 2022. 
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2022 Public Safety Event
Saturday, May 21st 9am-12
Stone CDJR, 2149 Rt. 7 South, Middlebury

Join the fun at this family event!
Learn all about the people who keep us safe.

Activities and demonstrations including:
• Tour a LifeNet helicopter • Kids obstacle course

• Emergency vehicle extraction • Vermont Fire Safety Trailer
• Child car safety seat display • COVID boosters provided by Middlebury EMS

• Firetruck tours and much more!

Volunteer firefighters and Stone CDJR 
employees: Adam Wright and Ricky White.

Join the fun at this family event!
Learn all about the people who keep us safe.

Activities and demonstrations including:
• Tour a LifeNet helicopter

• Kids obstacle course
• Emergency vehicle extraction 

Vermont Fire Safety Trailer
• Child car safety seat display

• COVID boosters provided by Middlebury EMS
• Firetruck tours and much more!

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — With more 

than three decades of service 
to the Addison Central School 
District, Middlebury Union 
High School Assistant Principal 
Cathy Dieman has reached that 
rarifi ed air of assisting the second 
generation of children of some 
Middlebury-area families.

“It has been enjoyable to get 
to know the families over time, 
and think ‘Maybe I had a small 
part in impacting their lives and 
their parenting skills,’” she told 
the Independent late last week. 
“Maybe there was something that 
they learned from their time with 
me that is impacting them as a 
parent.”

It’s been a great run, but 
Dieman, 61, has announced she’ll 
be stepping down from her job, 
though retirement hasn’t crossed 
her mind.
33 YEARS AT MUHS

As a newly minted graduate 
of the University of Vermont, 
Dieman joined the Addison 
Central School District in 1989 
as a fi ll-in guidance counselor 
at what was then known as the 
Addison County Vocational-
Technical Center. Interestingly, 
Dieman was asked 
to fi ll in for Patricia 
Hannaford — the 
late, beloved guidance 
counselor for whom 
the career center is 
now named.

“My fi rst year here at 
the vo-tech center was 
a wonderful year,” she 
recalled. “It was really 
grounding. I love 
career and technical 
education, and I would 
say that has stayed 
with me through all 
my years here.”

Hannaford returned 
to her job a year later, 
prompting Dieman to 
pivot to another one-
year assignment: as a 
guidance counselor at 
MUHS.

“My training was in 
school counseling,” 
she said, referring to her master’s 
degree from UVM, “and both 
of the (temporary) jobs were 
connected to that.”

But time ran out on that second 
temporary counseling job, and 
Dieman wanted to stick with 
ACSD. Luck was on her side 
again, as Dieman was invited 
to step into a dean of students 
position, in charge in lower-level 
discipline at the high school.

She served as dean of students 
for several years, until she applied 
for an MUHS assistant principal 
post vacated by Jim Cournoyer 
during the mid-1990s. Thus 
began, in 1997, Dieman’s lengthy 
stint as second-in-charge at the 
school.

She continued to carry the 
student discipline responsibilities, 
and was also asked to weigh 
in on faculty supervision and 
evaluation, supervision of student 
services, and curriculum and 
program development.

Dieman appreciated her 
expanded job description.

“I really wanted to expand my 
responsibilities from the dean of 

students position, and increase 
ways for me to contribute to the 
community,” she said.

Her job satisfaction has, until 
recently, left her totally content 
with her role at MUHS, which 
provides grades 9-12 public 
education to students from 
Bridport, Cornwall, Middlebury, 

Ripton, Salisbury, 
Shoreham and 
Weybridge. 

“I have never had 
any aspirations of 
being a principal,” 
Dieman confessed. 
“Some people want to 
move up and become 
principal, but I have 
been totally happy 
doing what I’m doing.”

Until recently.
 “There have been 

recent changes in 
the organization that 
have impacted my 
job responsibilities 
— particularly what 
I enjoy about my job 
responsibilities, so 
it just seems like a 
good time to move 
on,” Dieman said 
cryptically.

She declined to 
elaborate, except to say, “there are 
some changes in student services 
that have happened and will 
continue to happen. There’s a law 
coming down changing how we 
provide some services.”

Dieman believes she has plenty 
more to offer another employer, 
whether it be in education, 
nonprofi t or business sectors.
PREDICTABLE DISCIPLINE 

But for now, she’s savoring the 
last month of her time at MUHS, 
adding to a bank of memories that 
will last a lifetime. While student 
discipline and confl ict resolution 
don’t make a lot of educators’ 
career wish lists, Dieman has 
always embraced the challenge, 
seeing it as a way to empower 
youth and hopefully send them 
along a better path.

MUHS has a code of conduct, 
so students already have an idea 
of what the consequences are 
likely to follow for whatever 
offense they’ve committed. 
Dieman said the predictability of 
disciplinary action is important 
to the students, but she always 
had the latitude to incorporate 

and then that seeps into school and 
needs to be sorted out here. That’s 
been huge.”

But one negative can’t outweigh 
all the good that 
Dieman has seen at 
MUHS and its various 
stakeholders.

“It’s given me a 
purpose each day,” she 
said of her job. “It’s 
been a privilege and 
an honor to be in this 
position for so many 
years. I’ve gotten 
to know so many 
people over the years 
— students, families 
and colleagues. I’ve 
developed some very meaningful 
relationships.”

The almost daily exposure to 
young folks has in turn kept her 
young, excited and yes — hopeful 

for the future. And that future, 
for Dieman, will include another 
professional chapter; she just 
doesn’t know yet how it will begin.

“I can’t imagine what 
it’s going to be like 
waking up on July 1 
and not having my job 
to come to,” she said, 
then doing what she 
promised she wouldn’t 
do: Wipe away a tear 
during an interview 
with a reporter who’s 
covered MUHS as long 
as she’s been there.

“It’s sort of been 
my identity,” she said 
of her job. “I was 

raised in a family of educators… 
with a strong work ethic and 
serving others. I’m hoping some 
opportunity is going to come my 
way where I can continue to make 

those qualities a reality.”
HIGH PRAISE

MUHS Principal Justin Campbell 
praised Dieman’s contributions to 
MUHS.

“Cathy Dieman is a  talented 
educator with an uncanny ability 
to help young people navigate 
tough times,” he said. “Her 
day-to-day work often involves 
holding students accountable for 
their actions while simultaneously 
supporting their growth as 
individuals. Mediating peer confl ict 
is a particular strength of Cathy’s. 
I’ve watched, repeatedly, as she 
helps students to dig beneath the 
surface of disagreement, describe 
how they feel, and listen to their 
counterpart’s perspective. Cathy’s 
work has improved lives in our 
county for well over 30 years — she 
will be remembered and missed.”

After 30 years, MUHS’s Dieman ready for new challenges
Assistant principal 
has loved her job

mediation and restorative 
justice into the fi nal outcome of 
individual cases.

“I’d like to think I do it with 
consistency, fairness and empathy,” 
she said. “If there’s any repair that 
needs to be done, we fi gure out 
how to do that.”

Dieman has prided herself on 
thinking more deeply about a 
student’s needs, rather than simply 
meting out punishment based on a 
handbook.

“Always in my mind, as I am 
dealing with them, I’m thinking 
more deeply about what’s 
triggering that behavior,” she 
said. “What need is it that they 
have that’s not being met? How 
can we meet that need in a pro-
social way? Oftentimes, the need 
that’s not being met for them is 
sort of the sense of belonging and 
sense of self-worth. I’m always 
thinking about that.”

One of the biggest rewards of 
Dieman’s job is getting a thank 
you from a former student who 
previously spent time in her offi ce 
on disciplinary matters.

“I’ll run into a former student 
… who will stop me and say, 
‘It’s great to see you and I’m 
sorry I gave you a hard time 
when I was there. But I have 
really straightened out, and I 
want to thank you for helping 
me,’” Dieman said, with a smile. 
“That’s what keeps me going.”

Like many school 
administrators, Dieman routinely 
puts in more than 40 hours 
a week. She attends a lot of 
meetings, and feels it’s important 
to attend student concerts, athletic 
events and other extracurricular 
functions to demonstrate her 
commitment to the school 
community. 

Dieman’s is a fast-paced job, 
and she never knows what crisis 
situation she might confront from 
day to day.

She’s seen many sweeping 
changes in the ACSD and in 
MUHS during the past three 
decades. They’ve included a 
major renovation of the MUHS 
building, construction of a 
new Middlebury Union Middle 
School, a trend of declining 
enrollment, an almost complete 
turnover of MUHS faculty since 
she fi rst started, and the ACSD’s 
transition to an International 
Baccalaureate curriculum.

“It was an enormous 
undertaking in a short amount of 
time, and I think we’ve realized 
we need to be working on some 
of the pillars to support that 
curriculum framework,” she said 
of IB.
SOCIAL MEDIA

But there’s one change that makes 
Dieman particularly sad: The rapid 
proliferation of smartphones and 
their almost hypnotic — and 
sometimes destructive — impact 
on teens.

“I used to be able to walk through 
the (MUHS) commons and see a 
dozen kids sitting on the couches 
chatting with one another,” she 
recalled. “Today, I walk through 
the commons and see everyone’s 
face is (looking at) a screen.

“We’re not as present with one 
another as we need to be,” she 
lamented. “And it’s been a game-
changer in student discipline. 
There’s so much stuff going on 
at night on social media, things 
kids are saying to one another that 
maybe they didn’t mean to say, 

MIDDLEBURY UNION HIGH 
School Assistant Principal Cathy 
Dieman will step down from her 
job this June after more than 
three decades of service to 
Middlebury-area students.

Independent photo/John Flowers

“We’re not as 
present with 
one another 
as we need 
to be. And 
it’s been a 
game-changer 
in student 
discipline.”
— Cathy Dieman

“Always in 
my mind, as 
I am dealing 
with them, 
I’m thinking 
more deeply 
about what’s 
triggering 
that behavior. 
What need is 
it that they 
have that’s 
not being 
met? … (Often 
its) sort of 
the sense of 
belonging and 
sense of self-
worth.”
— Cathy Dieman
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By Joanna
Colwell

Ways of
Seeing

Grrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr.
I really, really don’t want to write this column. 

I’m recovering from COVID, I’m tired, and I’m 
so, so angry. I have been involved in the fi ght for 
reproductive freedom for literally my entire life. My 
mom was a young mother in the late 1960s when it was 
common for women to die from botched abortions. 
She carried me in her backpack at demonstrations 
because I was too little to walk. 
The cry “We Won’t Go Back!” is 
personal and political.

I’m not going to try and convince 
anyone that it’s unfair that even a 
corpse has more bodily autonomy 
than a living breathing human 
being who happens to be pregnant. 
If you need to be convinced that 
women and other people who can 
experience pregnancy deserve the basic human right 
to choose whether to bear a child, I have nothing to 
say to you. I am talking to the majority of us who 
understand that abortion is healthcare, plain and 
simple. 

A fairly consistent 70 percent of voters believe in 
a woman’s right to choose. So why have the people 
in favor of forcing other people to bear children they 
don’t want or can’t take care of managed to gain 
so much political power in the years since Roe v. 
Wade was decided? Short answer: It’s a power grab. 
A segment of this country cannot handle the idea of 
living in a multi-racial democracy, where power will 
be shared and resources distributed more equitably. 
They think only white male property owners should 
get to decide things, just like the Founding Fathers 

decreed! All this talk about “Originalism” and “We 
Love the Constitution” is just a fancy way to say 
White (Male) Power. 

If you don’t believe me, google “anti-abortion 
segregation” and do some reading. It took the 
Religious Right fi ve whole years after the Roe v. 
Wade decision to land upon abortion as an issue to 
rally support for their White Power agenda. And of 

course if you’re paying attention, 
you know abortion is like the tip 
of a giant iceberg that we already 
crashed into a long time ago. 
Abortion is healthcare. These are 
the same people that have been 
fi ghting tooth and nail to prevent 
access to healthcare of all kinds. 
These are the people who think it’s 
wrong for children and teenagers 

to understand how the human body works. These are 
the people who throw their gay and trans kids out of 
the house if they don’t hide their gender/sexuality. 
These are the people who are Just Fine with our one, 
precious planet being handed to the oil companies to 
siphon dry and leave shriveled and incinerated.

How have these greedy, shortsighted, racist 
evildoers taken over America? They are a minority 
but they are in lockstep. They have their eye on the 
prize, and they are not letting go. Meanwhile, the 
rest of us are out here trying to live our lives. We’re 
helping our kids with their homework, trying to get the 
laundry done, and hoping our car will pass inspection. 
What we have failed to understand, is that since the 
earliest days of this So-Called Democracy, a divide-

What happens in the woods stays in the woods. 
And that can be a problem.

When I was young (many decades ago), if 
somebody asked a question that had a seemingly 
obvious answer, a common wisecrack reply was to 
ask the rhetorical question, “Does a bear poop in the 
woods?” 

It turns out the answer to that 
reply is not as obvious as it might 
seem. Years of hiking in Alaska 
bear territory as well as years of 
living in the Vermont woods has 
taught me that bears defecate pretty 
much everywhere. Not only that, 
but they seem to have a particular 
preference for leaving their largest 
piles right in the middle of hiking trails. In the fall in 
Vermont when the corn is ripe, they also do it right in 
the middle of our driveway. 

Humans, on the other hand, are pooping in the 
woods in record numbers. And that is a problem 
(even if they are polite enough to leave the trail 
before losing the load).

To be clear, it’s not a completely new problem. 
When I was young (which you may remember from 
the second paragraph was many decades ago), even 
the more conscientious of us who practiced a “leave 
no trace” etiquette — who packed out our trash, didn’t 
cut tree limbs or build fi re rings, and who worked to 
minimize our impact — still felt justifi ed digging 

a ditch when nature called and burying our human 
waste, toilet paper and all. It was called a “cat hole” 
and we were told that as long as it was six inches 
deep, we were fi ne. 

At some of the more popular “wilderness” 
camping spots, that practice lost even the illusion of 

sustainability years ago. Hikers 
who wanted a backcountry 
experience had to begin packing 
out their own excrement as well as 
their trash. I fi rst encountered the 
need for this practice more than a 
decade ago on an island-hopping 
sea kayak trip in Casco Bay. 
Small islands can be very quickly 
inundated when enough people 

use them as potties. More recently, on a four-day fl oat 
down the Snake River through Hell’s Canyon, our 
guides brought portable outhouses with us and saved 
everything along the way for later disposal.

Now with the dramatic upsurge in outdoor 
adventures brought on by the pandemic, the problems 
of humans pooping in the woods has surged across the 
country. Places that even a few years ago saw only a 
handful of campers in a month are now experiencing 
real traffi c. I suspect readers of this column don’t need 
any help imagining the result when large numbers 
of humans answer the call of nature along popular 
backcountry hiking trails and camping spots.

Clippings
By Matt hew
Dickerson

I was shocked and dismayed to 
learn of the imminent closure of 
the Planned Parenthood Clinic in 
Middlebury. A story online cites 
the Planned Parenthood board 
of directors as deciding to close 
the Middlebury clinic and four 
other clinics in the state and on 
the border in New Hampshire in 
order “to ensure the organization 
is sustainable and able to meet the 
needs of the region, patients, and 
staff long term.” The abruptness 
of the decision must surely be a 
blow to the dedicated staff and the 
patients, especially those who have 
limited transportation or fi nancial 
resources.

I worked at the Middlebury 
clinic for years and experienced 
the dedication, expertise and 

When I was a teenager, after 
reading the “Diary of Anne 
Frank,” I always asked myself 
if I had lived in Germany in the 
1930s, would I have spoken up 
and done the right thing. Right 
now is my 1930s.

On May 14, 10 innocent lives 
were taken by a white supremacist 
and domestic terrorist in a grocery 
store in Buffalo, N.Y. On the very 
same day in the state of Vermont, 
the VTGrassRoots organization 
and the state’s Republican Party 
were hosting two men who further 
racist and hateful ideology and 
alt-right propaganda. If you go to 
VTGrassRoots website, you will 
see a video repeating the lie that 
the 2020 election was stolen. In 
that video, you will see people of 
color putting ballots in a ballot 
box. This is accompanied by very 
dark and dramatic music. If you 
are easily fooled, it might lead one 
to assume that they are stuffi ng 
ballot boxes. It only furthers the 
narrative that our country is being 
“stolen” or “replaced” by people 
of color. 

This is violent and harmful and 
we will continue to see domestic 
terrorist acts committed in this 
country due to white supremacy. 
There is no proof presented in the 
video that anything was stolen, 
just snippets of dark and grainy 
pictures that promote lies.

I am sure there are those who 
feel that they are expressing their 
right to free speech. But because 
your free speech is hate speech, 
your rights end where the dignity 
of others begins. Please take a 
stand against racism and hate in 
this beautiful state. Please vote 
for candidates that will continue 
and build on values that allow 
everyone to live with dignity and 
respect in our country.

Patricia New
North Ferrisburgh

Please protest 
PPNNE decision

Planned Parenthood in 
Middlebury just learned it is 
being closed in four weeks! It 
is being closed by the Board of 
Planned Parenthood Northern New 
England (PPNNE). This has to be 
protested. Planned Parenthood of 
Middlebury provides affordable, 
accessible and quality health care 
for all — men and women of 
all ages. It serves our rural and 
vulnerable population. The nurse 
practitioners working there not 
only provide family planning 
services but primary health care. It 
is affordable care because it has a 
sliding scale. 

News reports say the board is 
closing Planned Parenthood in 
Middlebury and three other sites 
in order to expand the days of 
operation at its Barre, Brattleboro 
and Williston locations. It has 
also recently closed the Newport 
Health Center and is closing the 
Claremont, N.H., Health Center as 
well. PPNNE needs to understand 
that PP Midd serves a rural 
community and it is diffi cult for 
patients to travel to these other 
sites. Addison County also has a 
critical shortage of primary care 
doctors. 

Linda Andrews
Bristol

Clinic’s closure 
a terrible loss

Photosynthesizer
THE LEAVES OF a local rhubarb plant have been soaking up the spring sun and preparing the 

fruit of this plant for harvest any day now.
Independent photo/John S. McCright

In the movie this winter, “Don’t Look Up,” a huge comet is 
approaching Earth on a trajectory that’s sure to cause cataclysmic 
destruction upon impact. The president, however, chooses to tell 
her supporters not to believe the scientists who are trying to inform 
the nation, and world, of the yet-unseen gigantic rock that will 
soon collide with Earth. The chant among the president’s followers 
becomes “don’t look up” — a parody of those who initially chose to 
deny the deadly threat of the Covid-19 virus (following ex-president 
Trump’s lead) and, by extension, of their refusal to wear facemasks 
once it was proven to help prevent its spread.

Refusing to acknowledge truth in the face of facts appears to be 
a hallmark of today’s culture. Even in the face of overwhelming 
evidence, we are slow to respond to current threats.

Today’s threat is that the Covid virus is back and its spread is more 
rampant than ever. And Vermont, as well as the Northeast, is one of 
the hottest zones in the country.

Here are some recent facts, according to a New York Times story 
on Wednesday:

• Federal health offi cials warned that a third of Americans live 
in areas today where the threat of Covid-19 is so high they should 
consider wearing masks in indoor public settings.

• Nationally, the seven-day average of hospital admissions from 
Covid rose 19% over the previous week. 

• About 3,000 people a day are now being admitted to hospitals 
with Covid. Fortunately, death rates remain low (possibly because 
so many have been previously vaccinated.)

• As of this Tuesday, the average of new, confi rmed coronavirus 
cases in the U.S. 
suprassed 100,000 a day 
for the fi rst time since 
Feb. 20; that fi gure is 
up a shocking 61% from 
two weeks ago — and 
the number could be far 
higher because many 
people are not reporting 
the results of at-home 
tests.

That the spread of 
the virus has jumped 
signifi cantly in recent 
weeks has been widely 

reported by state and national media. The problem is that too many 
people are choosing to ignore the warnings. They don’t want to look 
up.

That’s evident in another statistic: 62 percent of those aged 50-
64 have not received a booster in the past six months, nor have 57 
percent of those 65 and older. Have you?

Dr. Rochelle Walensky, director of the CDC, also said that 
Americans living in the nation’s hot spots, including Vermont, 
should take precautions. “We urge local leaders to encourage the use 
of prevention strategies like masking in public indoor settings and 
increasing access to testing and treatment for individuals.” 

Forget state action or guidance. The question is to the individual 
and what makes sense to each one of us.

SHOULD AREA SCHOOLS MASK UP?
This news presents especially tough decisions for local school 

offi cials just when senior parties, school assemblies to celebrate the 
year’s work, graduation ceremonies and many other events are on-
going or being planned. 

At this stage in the pandemic, most agree that it’s more harmful 
than helpful to shutdown activities, but we can, and should, consider 
wearing masks again when indoors in public places. That includes 
schools and school events. 

Already area schools have seen large outbreaks of the virus. 
Recently, more than 50 students at Middlebury Union Middle 
School were infected. The protocol, remember, requires multiple 
days in quarantine and no return to school or work until after testing 
negative. While students and parents don’t have to worry too much 
about serious illness, it’s bad enough to keep a student out of class — 
and adults out of work — for up to 10 days if symptoms are severe.

Such likely absences are enough of a consequence for school 
administrators to reconsider a masking requirement and other 
preventative measures — and for parents and students to happily 
comply.

The risk-benefi t analysis is not that tough to fi gure out:
• Wearing a mask is not that much of a nuisance; and if it means 

being able to have school assemblies, celebrations and a real 
graduation event, most would agree it’s worth it.

• Students should not want to get Covid just ahead of fi nal exams, 
and all the other pressures — and joys — of the last weeks of the 
school year. Staying healthy should be a top priority.

• Teachers and administrators could easily move classes back 
outside, when possible, and hold larger events in larger venues or 
outside to prevent crowding students, parents and others into small 
spaces. 

None of these measures are drastic, but they could make the fi nal 
three-to-four weeks of school this year more enjoyable — and safer 
— for hundreds of area students and their families. 

Angelo Lynn

As of this Tuesday, the 
average of new, confi rmed 
coronavirus cases in the 
U.S. surpassed 100,000 
a day for the fi rst time 
since Feb. 20; that fi gure 
is up a shocking 61% 
from two weeks ago.
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and-conquer strategy has made it 
possible for a ruling elite to keep 
a lot of people, disproportionately 
Black and Brown, poor and 
unheard.

The war against women in 
the United States needs to be 
understood as a project of white 
supremacy. White women are 
both victims and aggressors. How 
are we victims? We are harmed 
by domestic violence, sexual 
violence, lack of childcare, and 
every other gendered inequality in 
the land. How are we aggressors? 
Look at the photographs from the 
early days of school desegregation. 
What do you see? White women, 
spittle fl ying from their mouths, 
violently attempting to deny entry 
to Black children to school. It 
wasn’t only in the South. White 
women of Boston threw bricks at 
school busses! White women also 
lied about Black men throughout 
the Jim Crow era, falsely accusing 
countless Black men of sexual 
assault. These lies resulted in the 
most heinous torture, mutilation, 
and murder of thousands of Black 
men in lynchings for almost a 
hundred years.

From the earliest days of women 
striving to improve their station in 
this country, white women have 
prioritized our own needs and 
pushed our Black and Brown sisters 
to the back of the line. Literally! 
Ida B. Wells, the journalist who 
led a campaign against lynching, 
traveled from Chicago to be 
part of a 1913 suffrage parade in 

Ways of Seeing 
(Continued from Page 4A)

The problem is not just the 
stink and the mess (although those 
alone have become signifi cant 
problems). And it is more than 
just the disruption to the soil from 
folks digging through fragile roots 
and mosses (although that, too, is a 
problem). Studies have shown that 
what happens in the woods, stays 
in the woods. To be more specifi c, 
our human waste does not merely 
compost itself and disappear. 
Once buried, our waste can persist 
for more than a year. And human 
waste carries all sorts of pathogens 
ranging from salmonella and E. 
coli to pharmaceuticals, hormones 
and antibiotic-resistant bacteria. 

A recent article in Outside 
magazine cites a study that 
shows these pathogens are still 
present in the soil more than a 

year later, no matter how deep of 
a hole they are planted in. And 
again, to press home a point and 
contrast the impact of what we 
(humans) do in the woods with 
what bears do, remember the high 
levels of synthetic chemicals and 
drugs and non-native bacteria 
in human systems that are not 
only not naturally present in the 
backcountry soil, but which can 
be harmful to many creatures 
— upsetting, for example, their 
reproductive cycles. All that waste 
can (and does) easily contaminate 
water sources, as well.

So what’s the solution? While 
some backcountry areas have 
begun adding more composting 
toilet structures, in many places 
those are neither feasible nor 
desirable. A more feasible option 
— though one admittedly less 

appealing for the user — is WAG 
bags. These are, as you might 
already have guessed, doggy bags 
for humans. Except unlike most 
doggy bags, which are designed 
just to drop into a trash can 50 
yards down the road, the WAG 
bags are chemically treated to 
make your waste inert so you can 
pack it with you as you continue 
your hike. 

 I can’t say that the solution to 
the problem is one that excites me 
as a backcountry enthusiast. But 
then neither did learning to carry 
around doggy bags when walking 
my dog around Middlebury. I got 
used to it. It might not be fun, 
but it’s necessary to preserve the 
very places I want to continue to 
be able to visit. Like doggy bags, 
it’s something we will need to get 
used to.

Dickerson
(Continued from Page 4A)

Our nurse Ann Gibbons provides caring
support to elders and families.

Worried about an older loved one?
We have the help you need.

Your Partner
in Eldercare

Elderly Services
Supporting Elders and Families since 1981

112 Exchange St., Midd., Vt.  |  802-388-3983
www.elderlyservices.org

compassion shown to patients by 
Rachel Guy, nurse practitioner 
and clinic manager for over 38 
years. I cannot imagine how 
this closure “meets the needs of 
patients” who have relied upon its 
superior, affordable and extensive 
reproductive health care services.

The country is reeling from the 
revelation that the Supreme Court’s 
majority intends to deny women 
the right to determine their own 
reproductive choices, established 
in Roe v. Wade almost 50 years 

ago. In addition, the effects of 
COVID on health care facilities 
has been taxing in the extreme. 
Planned Parenthood’s decision to 
close these smaller clinics targets 
many who may have limited or 
no access to reproductive health 
care and is precisely the wrong 
response. It seriously undermines 
the value that the organization has 
traditionally placed on meeting the 
health care needs of those who lack 
the resources many of us take for 
granted.

I urge everyone to consider 

the pivotal role that Middlebury 
Planned Parenthood plays in 
providing vital reproductive health 
care to so many who rely on it to 
remain safe, healthy, informed and 
empowered. Write your legislators, 
the Planned Parenthood board, 
this paper and others. If you 
donate to Planned Parenthood, 
please consider withholding those 
donations until this decision 
is satisfactorily explained and 
hopefully reversed.

Louise Giovanella
Panton

Giovanella
(Continued from Page 4A)

Letters to the Editor

COVID makes indoor graduation ceremony risky
Having the MUHS Graduation 

Ceremony indoors is an 
unnecessary risk.

This year will be the fi rst 
time in the COVID-era when 
MUHS Graduation will be held 
unmasked, indoors without any 
COVID precautions. Apparently, 
the administration sees this as the 
right thing to do despite Vermont 
having one of the highest rates 
of infection and hospitalizations 
in the U.S., and Addison County 
being classifi ed as high-risk even 
by the new less-stringent CDC 
guidelines. This is a needless risk 
when an outdoor venue would be 
easy, inexpensive and very typical 
at many institutions.

An indoor unmasked 
graduation injects signifi cant 
risk into attendees and the entire 

community for absolutely no 
reason. We all know indoor 
events are more risky than 
outdoor events, and we all know 
not wearing masks is more 
risky than wearing masks. Yet 
the administration seems to be 
throwing caution to the wind 
in favor of “what we’ve always 
done.” What lesson is that 
teaching our kids?

Graduations, like weddings, 
are one of the most wonderful 
positive events for families and 
communities to celebrate. They 
bring old and young together to 
witness this wonderful rite of 
passage. Making this event as 
safe and inclusive to all seems 
to be a basic responsibility of 
the administration and one they 
are not taking seriously. How 

will they feel if elderly or young 
unvaccinated kids attending are 
then sick, hospitalized or worse? 
Are they even giving this any 
consideration, or are they just 
assuming “it’ll be fi ne.” Their 
actions say they don’t really care.

I urge the administration to 
rethink their plans and move the 
event outdoors so that everyone 
regardless of their personal health 
risks can attend. I also urge other 
concerned community members 
to speak up and make sure the 
administration knows your 
opinion. While the nation has 
so many challenges that are so 
diffi cult to fi x, this one is easy … 
move the event outdoors.

Dan Browdy
Middlebury

Preceding the next Presidential 
Election you must vote the 
Swenson Precedent, a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity to restore 
this nation to its earlier greatness, 
armed with my strategic nation-
saving platform and principles.

Twelve score and six years 
ago our forefathers brought forth 
on the continent a new nation 
dedicated to the proposition that 
all men are created equal.

In 1786, just three years after 
our independence, this country 
was facing a virtual collapse 
of its economy and loss of true 
sovereignty due to a grossly 
inadequate body of laws (The 
Articles of Confederation) and 
the growing encroachment of 
foreign capital. As a response, 
a few enlightened visionaries 
called for, and I quote, “an end 
to this national humiliation and 
imbecility.” A new Constitution 
was called for with the primary 
purpose of regulating commerce 
and trade and securing our 
sovereignty.

Let us once again in the “Spirit 
of 86” return our relevant laws 
and agencies of implementation 
to once again achieve their 
proclaimed function of serving the 
public good for ourselves and our 
posterity.

I propose here today, that, 
“Preceding” the next presidential 
election we adopt my ten theses. 
After much struggle and soul-
searching, these ten principles 
evolved. I believe it critical that 
they be adopted by all sides of the 
political, Philosophical and moral 
spectrum that we may once again 
go forward in union … United as 
one nation under God, the United 
State of America.

1. Strategic Resource 
Administration: Stewardship 
on national and local natural 
manmade resources. Exercises 
“The Spirit of 86” absolutely 
monitoring and managing 
strategic resources. Defi ne what 
are strategic resources. Establish 
agricultural preserves. Currently 

tens of millions of acres of the 
U.S. land is being bought up by 
foreign corporations with little 
or no record of these transactions 
by the federal government. 
Ensure the absolute security and 
sovereignty of our technological 
and industrial resources.

2. National Sovereignty Act. 
Defi ne national sovereignty 
according to founding principles 
and evolved understanding. 
Establish and implement all 
institutions and resources to 
ensure sovereignty. Again, tens 
of millions of  acres of American 
land are being purchased by 
foreign corporations with no 
national accounting or record 
keeping.

3. Endangered Spaces Act. 
America loses three acres of farm 
and ranch land every minute. 
Many federally conserved national 
properties are being encroached 
upon daily. And, as mention, 
foreign corporations are buying 
tens of millions of acres. There 
must be an immediate cessation 
of agricultural land conversion. 
Further, all future attempts by 
foreigners to purchase our land 
shall be absolutely forbidden.

4. MITUS Touch — Fiscal 
Franchise. Every dollar that 
comes your way. How you earn 
it, how you spend it, how you 
invest it. Every dollar effects the 
entire economy. Every citizen is 
morally duty-bound to exercise 
their “fi scal franchise.” That is, 
vote with every dollar by how 
you earn, invest and spend it. 
Ultimately exercising the MITUS 
Touch. That is, ensure that it is 
Made In These United States.

5. Balanced Trade Act.
6. Recology. The art, the 

science, the philosophy. The 
action of renewal, restoration 
and insurance of ever-enhanced, 
sustained and nurtured natural, 
cultural, moral and philosophical 
environments. One critical 
action component would be 
the “Community Conservation 
Corps.”

7. HOPE. Reverence for life 
and dignity of life. All human life 
is precious from conception to 
ascension. End all homelessness. 
End all hunger. Offer affordable 
medical insurance for all. All 
citizens in turn are morally bound 
to exercise self-discipline in 
applying all standards for control 
of diseases, public and private. 
Education. Balance K through 12 
education costs. Nationally. Right 
now. The per students cost by state 
varies from $6,000 to $19,000.

8. Universal Tax Equity. All net 
profi ts and net earnings shall be 
taxed and balanced. Right now the 
chauffeur for a Texas oil magnate 
millionaire paid more total taxes 
than his millionaire employer. 
Three corporations netting $13 
billion in profi t paid not a single 
penny in taxes.

9. 50%. Reduce climate-
altering factors by 50% every 
year. Reduce unemployment by 
50% per year. Nationally there 
are hundreds of thousands of 
buildings and structures, mostly 
unoccupied in various states of 
disrepair and deterioration from 
superfi cial exterior deterioration to 
substantial structural failure that 
threatened the very stability of the 
structure. There are millions of 
semi-employed and unemployed 
workers who are currently isolated 
from the labor market. We must 
urgently commence a program 
that will take the workers and 
train them in construction and 
maintenance skills. A great 
number of these structures 
will then become available for 
housing and subsequently house a 
countless number of newly craft-
skilled workers.

10. Bill of Responsibilities and 
Principles of Citizenship. This 
booklet is the embodiment of all 
the principles that made us a great 
nation and shall restore us to the 
Great United States of America 
again.

Rustan Swenson
Shoreham

Measure candidates according to 10 principles

Washington, D.C. The white lady 
organizers asked them to march at 
the end of the parade, or not be part 
of it at all! Ida B. Wells refused to 
march rather than be segregated. 
But as the parade progressed, 
she emerged from the crowd, 
and joined the white Illinois 
delegation, marching between a 
couple of white supporters. What 
a badass!

So this is our project. We, the 
people of common sense, the 
people who think everyone has a 
basic human right to see the doctor 
when we are sick, to have shelter 
and food, to take a few months 
off after giving birth for heaven’s 
sake, we are the majority. But we 
only have power if we can unify. 
And unity requires humility. We 
simply must center the needs of 
our Black and Brown neighbors. 
We have to admit that we have 
looked the other way and been 
complacent over issues of mass 
incarceration, Black maternal 
mortality, police brutality, food 
deserts, environmental racism, 

and issues that don’t tend to affect 
white communities as directly. 
If we can have the humility to 
see where we have gone wrong 
historically, we can teach each 
other a new way to be in this 
world. We can do so much better 
than Roe v. Wade. 

Seeing things as they are is the 
fi rst step in making change. None 
of us are free until all of us are 
free. This is a spiritual lesson and 
we will have to keep working on 
it until we get it. Like a thorny 
philosophical problem, or a 
diffi cult concept in mathematics, 
we are going to have to pick it apart 
and wrestle with it until we have 
an unshakeable understanding that 
informs all of our actions in the 
world.

Joanna Colwell is a lifelong 
feminist who has served on the 
board of WomenSafe for many 
years. She invites you to join her 
in helping people have access to 
lifesaving healthcare by becoming 
a member of the National Network 
of Abortion Funds,

Letters to the Editor can be found
on Pages 4A, 5A and 8A.
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BROWN-McCLAY
FUNERAL HOMES

BRISTOL
802-453-2301

VERGENNES
802-877-3321

brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com

If you want a monument - get it from a monument dealer!

Celebrating 92 years | 1930-2022

57 Main St., New Haven   |   802-453-3433 
CleggsMemorials.com    |   info@cleggsmemorials.com

WE DO OUR OWN
Dra� ing  •  Lettering  •  Sandblast 

Cleaning   •   Foundations
Setting  •  Restoration

EXPERIENCE  |  QUALITY  |  VALUE

Family owned and operatedFamily owned and operated
Addison county’s ONLY full ONLY full ONLY

service monument companyservice monument company

C LEGGS 
M E MORIALS

BARRE 
GRANITE

ASSOCIATION
RETAIL

MEMBER

Please join us for a

MEMORIAL SERVICE
honoring the life of

June 29, 1967 — January 17, 2022

Sunday, May 22, 2022 at 2 p.m.
Tunbridge Fairgrounds • Tunbridge, Vermont

Terrence Rooney

From humble beginnings based on affordable, 
trustworthy services, we have grown into a reliable 
resource your family can depend on. Rooted in our 
traditions, we stay firmly connected to the families 

we serve and the care we provide. We continue 
serving all faiths and all families in the only way we 

know how — by staying true to our heritage.

Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral Home 
117 South Main St. Middlebury, VT 

802-388-2311
sandersonfuneralservice.com

Where Our Roots Are Planted

TRADITION

ObituariesADDISON
COUNTY

CORNWALL — David 
Hopkinson, 77, of Cornwall, died 
on Monday, May 9, 2022, at his 
home. His wife Karan Stefanski 
was by his side. He was born in 
Beverly, Mass., on June 26, 1944, 
son of Marilyn Miller Hopkinson 
and Victor Hopkinson.

Dave was educated in Beverly 
public schools before attending 
West Virginia Wesleyan College, 
where he earned a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Education Sciences in 
1968. His career as a teacher began 
as a secondary school Physical 
Education instructor, leading him 
to pursue a graduate degree in 
education at Keene State College. 
Under the guidance of professor 
Keith “KV” King, Dave explored 
emerging connections between 
education and experiential learning 
and was an early participant in 
Outward Bound courses in New 
England. 

In 1974, Dave was hired to 
implement and direct Project 
Challenge at Green Mountain 
Union High School in Chester, Vt. 
During his tenure as director of 
Project Challenge, he infl uenced the 
lives of hundreds of young people, 
challenging students to think in 
new ways and take responsibility 
for their own learning. 

DAVID ROLFE HOPKINSON

Dave served as a teacher, 
mentor, and educator in a variety of 
capacities for many years. Whether 
teaching in Middlebury Union High 
School’s Alternative Education 
program, as Head Counselor 
at William Lawrence Camp in 
Tuftonboro, N.H., or as Director of 
Silver Towers Camp in Ripton, Vt., 
Dave’s genuine approach and witty 
personality had a lasting impact on 
the lives of those he worked with. 

Dave was an avid outdoorsman 
and enjoyed hunting, fi shing, 
backpacking, bike touring, and 
cross-country skiing. He loved to 

garden, build boats, and, in his later 
years, putter endlessly on projects, 
brainstorming creative ways to 
solve complicated problems. 

Dave is survived by his wife 
Karan Stefanski; his four children: 
Heidi Hopkinson of Jefferson, 
Maine; Dana Hopkinson of 
Brunswick, Maine; Robert 
Hopkinson of Newfi elds, N.H.; 
and Anne Hopkinson of Bridport, 
Vt.; his two step-children, Jason 
Betourney of Bridport, Vt.; and 
Heather LaPorte of Leicester, Vt.; 
eight grandchildren; fi ve step-
grandchildren; and by his sister, 
Linda Cain, of Phoenix, Ariz. He 
is predeceased by both his parents, 
Victor Hopkinson and Marilyn 
Miller Hopkinson, and his brother, 
John Hopkinson.

A Memorial Service will be held 
at 10 a.m. on Sunday, May 22, 
2022, at Sanderson Funeral Home, 
located at 117 South Main Street, 
Middlebury Vt. 

Memorial contributions may be 
made to Addison County Home 
Health and Hospice, 254 Ethan 
Allen Highway, New Haven, VT 
05472. 

Arrangements by Sanderson 
Funeral Home, Middlebury Vt. 
Online condolences at www.
sandersonfuneralservice.com ◊

WHITING — Leonard Lionel 
Riendeau, 58, of Whiting, Vt., 
went home to be with the Lord on 
Thursday, April 28, 2022, at Porter 
UVM Hospital.

He was born in Rockville, 
Conn., on Jan. 23, 1964, the son 
of the late Alfred and Florence 
Riendeau. Leonard was a hard-
working, passionate and dedicated 
dairy farmer for 35 years on 
multiple farms, including two of 
his own in Orwell and Addison, 
Vt. Throughout his life on the farm 
he found love and passion. He was 
extraordinary in all that he could 
do and always could be found 
delivering calves in the nursery. 
He was also known and utilized 
for his tremendous expertise as a 
farmer. Leonard had accomplished 
so much with so little — was so 
proud of what he had, yet always 
remained thankful and positive 
throughout his entire life. 

He is survived by his daughter, 
Chasity Riendeau of Citrus 
Heights, Calif., and six stepchildren 
that he cared for throughout their 
lives. Aside from his children he 
is survived by many siblings; his 
brother, Michael Riendeau; sister, 
Rita Couture; triplet siblings, 
Denise Luchon, Dennis Riendeau 
and Donald Riendeau; twin brother, 
Bernie Riendeau; and his little 
sister, Carol Lessard. In addition, 

LEONARD LIONEL 
RIENDEAU

Leonard had an abundance of 
nieces and nephews who loved him 
dearly and enjoyed spending time 
with him. Alongside the family 
support he had a dearest friend, 
Sherry Brown of Middlebury, 
Vt., and her daughters Rachel and 
Renee, who he kept close to his 
heart day-in and day-out for over 
17 years.

He had a love of gardening and 
took great pride in his home-grown 
fl ower and vegetable garden. With 
his genuine heart and desire to 
give back Leonard found great joy 
by donating his garden produce 
surplus to the local food pantry.

If he wasn’t using his green 
thumb, he could be found on the 
edge of a local body of water 
enjoying a good day of fi shing. 
Leonard always enjoyed humor 
and laughter from good ole classic 
Western TV shows. Leonard was 
many things, but everyone agrees 
that he was the most selfl ess man 
who had a remarkable heart of 
gold. He was a genuine and loving 
son, father, brother, uncle and 
friend. Most recently he was so 
excited to take on his newest role 
of grandfather to his fi rst grandson. 
We all know Leonard will be 
looking over every one of us as we 
continue to remember him forever.

We would like to extend our 
gratitude to the caring staff at 
Rutland Regional Medical Center, 
Porter UVM Hospital, and his 
home health aide Nicki DeGraaf 
for the wonderful care provided to 
Leonard.

A celebration of life with 
immediate family will be held at 
a later date in honor of Leonard 
Riendeau.

Memorial donations in lieu 
of fl owers may be made in his 
memory to HOPE Food Pantry, 
282 Boardman Street,  Middlebury, 
VT 05753. 

Miller & Ketcham Funeral 
Home in Brandon is in charge of 
arrangements.◊

Leonard Lionel Riendeau, 58, of Whiting

SHOREHAM — Barbara Jean 
Chandler, 77, died Friday, May 6, 
2022 at the University of Vermont 
Medical Center in Burlington after 
a long illness.

She was born Sept. 28, 1944, 
in Granville, N.Y., the daughter 
of Kenneth and Irene (Cook) 
McGraw.

Barbara enjoyed taking care 
of children, animals, fl owers and 
cooking.

She is survived by her children, 
Wayne Corey, William Corey, 
Bareene Hathaway, Belinda 
Corey, Beverly Corey and William 
Chandler; by her step children, 
Marybeth Hier, Lynn Ann Shea, 
Amy Kennett, Dean Kennett, Diana 
Hill and John Kennett; by her 
brother Kenneth J. McGraw Jr.; by 
her former husband, Kris Chandler; 

BARBARA JEAN CHANDLER

and by her 34 grandchildren, 
several great-grandchildren and 
several great-great-grandchildren.

She was predeceased by her 
parents, by her husband, Linwood 
Kennett and a daughter, Tina 
Kennett.

Per her wishes there will be no 
visiting hours or services.

Memorial contributions may 
be made to Homeward Bound, 
Addison County’s Humane 
Society at 236 Boardman Street 
Middlebury, VT 05753.

Arrangements are under the 
direction of the Sanderson-
Ducharme Funeral Home. 
Online condolences at www.
sandersonfuneralservice.com.◊

Barbara Jean Chandler, 77, of Shoreham

SHEILA M. CARPENTER

Sheila M. Carpenter, 80, of Bristol
BRISTOL — Sheila M. Carpenter, 

80, passed away Saturday, May 7, 
2022, at Green Mountain Nursing 
Home in Colchester.

She was born on April 11, 1942, 
in Rutland City, the daughter of 
Earle and Evelyn (Gile) Fitzgerald.

Sheila is survived by four 
children: Michael Menard, Arnold 
Menard, Bernadette Menard and 
Lisa Menard; and predeceased by 
the youngest daughter, Theresa 
Menard Steadman.

A graveside service will be held 
at 11 a.m. on Thursday, May 19, at 
Mt. St. Joseph Cemetery in Bristol. 
In lieu of fl owers contributions 
may be made to American Diabetes 
Association Vermont Affi liates, 
77 Hegeman Ave., Colchester, VT 
05446.

To send online condolences 
to her family please visit www.
brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com.◊

ALLEN “BILL” AND 
MARLENE SHACKETT

MIDDLEBURY — A Mass of 
Christian burial will be said for 
both Bill and Marlene Shackett 
on Monday, May 23, 2022, at 11 
a.m., at Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary Catholic Church, 
326 College St., in Middlebury 
with burial to follow at St. Mary’s 
Cemetery. Ready Funeral Home 
in Burlington has been entrusted 
with arrangements. ◊

Allen and Marlene 
Shackett burial 

Mass

BRISTOL — A Catholic 
graveside burial service for Stephen 
J. Clodgo Sr., who died Feb. 6, 
2022, will be held on Thursday, 
May 26, at Mount St. Joseph’s 
Cemetery in Bristol, Vt., at 1 p.m. 

Stephen J.Clodgo 
graveside service

David Rolfe Hopkinson, 77, of Cornwall

WILBRAHAM, Mass. - Ross 
S. Karlson, a longtime summer 
resident on Lake Dunmore, died 
May 7, 2022, in Wilbraham, Mass., 
at the age of 93.

For over 50 years, Ross enjoyed 
spending his summers on Lake 
Dunmore, where he sailed, 
waterskied and appreciated the 
beauty of the lake and Addison 
County. He also spent countless 
winter weekends at the lake, skiing 
at Mad River, Pico, Killington, the 
Middlebury College Snow Bowl, 
and other local ski areas. Many 
Friday winter evenings, he would 
leave his job in Springfi eld, Mass., 
where he worked as a mechanical 
engineer for American Bosch 
(which later became UTC) to head 
straight to Vermont to enjoy the 
Green Mountains with his family. 
In the early years, he chopped a 
hole in the Lake Dunmore ice for 
water to use in the cottage when 
he arrived. Later, he winterized the 

ROSS S. KARLSON
house and added a well.

Ross was born in Fitchburg, 
Mass., in 1928. He attended M.I.T. 
and lived in Springfi eld, Mass., 
Chicago, Ill., and Denver, Colo., 
before moving to Wilbraham. He 
met his wife, Ruth, in Denver and 
their more than 60-year marriage 
always included a love of skiing, 

travel, and the outdoors. He 
suffered a serious stroke in 1997, 
which slowed him down, but he 
always kept a positive attitude and 
he continued to ski for many years 
after that.

He is survived by his wife, 
Ruth Karlson of Wilbraham; his 
daughter, Heather Karlson and 
son-in-law Bill Leeson of Santa 
Fe, N.M., and Addison, Vt., and 
grandson Van Leeson of Tempe, 
Ariz.; and his son, Dave Karlson 
and grandsons Spencer and Willem 
Karlson of White Salmon, Wash.

There will be a reception at 
Wilbraham United Church in 
Wilbraham. from 2-4 p.m. on 
Monday, June 27, and a small 
family celebration in Vermont later 
in the summer. In lieu of fl owers, 
donations may be made to the 
Vermont Land Trust, one of Ross’s 
favorite organizations, which 
protects the environment that he 
loved.◊

Ross S. Karlson, 93, former Salisbury summer resident

Obituaries can be found 
on pages 6A, 7A and 8A.
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WIMETT
TRADING COMPANY

802•465•4688

USED

David Wimett, 35 Years Experience
C. Michael Jackman, 40 Years Experience
2668 Route 7 • Leicester, VT 05733 • wimetttradingco@gmail.com

Wimett Trading Company
at the Big White Barn in Leicester

802-465-4688 

2014 CHEVY IMPALA 
Limited, V6, Auto, Super Clean, Only 67k miles

$14,995

AFFORDABLE, SAFE & RELIABLE
USED CARS AND TRUCKS

We also buy cars, 
locate specialty orders 

& consider consignments 
Call Dave for an appointment

2021 JEEP RENEGADE 
LTD, 4-Cyl, Auto, 4x4, Leather, Sunroof, 4k miles!

$29,995

2017 HONDA HRV 
LX, 4-Cyl, Auto, AWD, 136k miles

$17,995

2015 GMC SIERRA 
Ext Cab, 5.3L V8, Auto, 4x4, 117k miles

$28,995
More than  a decadeof delivering Quality!

““PAIN AT THE PUMP” SALE!!PAIN AT THE PUMP” SALE!!

2017 GMC SIERRA 
Ext Cab, V6, Auto, 4x4, Nice! Only 89k miles

$28,995

GET A $500 GAS CARD W/PURCHASE OF THE FOLLOWING:GET A $500 GAS CARD W/PURCHASE OF THE FOLLOWING:

We so appreciate your support! Because of your donations, Addison Countuy Parent Child Center 
can provide support and education to families and assure that our community is one in which all 

young children get off  to the right start. 

How to Participate: 

Use the following link: https://zoomgive.com/7096/c/Chairs
OR you can text “Chairs” to 800-619-5042.

Please feel free to share this invite with your family and friends. 
� ank you again for your support, and we look forward to having you at the auction!

Take a Seat Chair AuctionTake a Seat Chair Auction

Woody Jackson
Chris Hodges
Chris Murray

Emily Sunderman

Alice Eckles
Jill wMadden
Rena Diana
Sara Katz

Pam Fogg
Sage Tucker Ketcham

Laurel Waters
David Sandler & Kathy Hall

Benefi ting the Addison County Parent/Child Center
Virtual auction now through May 22, 2022 at 3:15 pm. Live auction gathering 

at 2:00pm, Sunday May 22nd at � e Edgewater Gallery deck on Mill St, 
Middlebury to wrap up. 

Auction Artists include

MIDDLEBURY — The funeral 
mass for Jean-Noel Plouffe, who 
died Jan. 15, 2022, will take place 
at St. Mary’s Church in Middlebury 
on Friday, May 20, 2022 at 10:30 
a.m.

Jean-Noel Plouffe 
Funeral service

WEYBRIDGE — Sadly, James 
D. Lilly passed away unexpectedly 
on May 13, 2022, quickly and 
peacefully while working in his 
vegetable garden at the house 
he and his wife, Connie, built in 
Weybridge some 50 years ago.

Jim was born on March 14, 1931, 
to Victor and Helen (Daniels) Lilly 
in Orwell, Vt. His younger sister, 
Janice Rich, predeceased him in 
2020, and his younger brother, Lee, 
currently lives in Montpelier. Jim is 
also survived by his sons Courtney 
(and wife Carla) and Daniel of 
Nevada; Kiet Van Nguyen of South 
Burlington; daughters Margaret 
(Peggy) Connor of Middlebury 
and Daisy Pangalila of Arizona; 
granddaughters Morgan Leshinsky 
(and husband Ross), Molly Connor, 
Michelle Page (and husband Matt), 
Vt. State Representative Karen 
Dolan (and husband Jason), and 
Amanda Lilly; grandson Travis 
Lilly (and wife Jamie); as well 
as great-grandchildren Ezra 
Leshinsky, Chloe and Lilly Dolan, 
Adam, Kendyl and Bailey Page, 
Hayden and Preston Lilly, and 
Lucas and Colton Lilly; great-great-
granddaughter Emma Page; and so 
many beloved nieces and nephews 
— both originals and grands.

Jim was a good man with a 
good heart who adored his wife, 
Connie, of more than 60 years, 
loved his children (originals, 
grands, and great-grands), and 
thoroughly enjoyed all things life 
had to offer. When they were first 
married in 1952, Jim managed an 
apple orchard in Orwell, Vt. One 
day while driving back to their 
small apartment at the orchard, they 
passed a Vermont State Trooper 
who had stopped a car on the side 
of the road. Jim turned to Connie 
and said, “Now that’s what I would 
like to do someday.” And Connie, 
always the wind beneath his wings, 

JAMES DONALD LILLY

said, “Then that’s what you’ll do.” 
She wasted no time researching 
how to make it happen — from 
the required classes he would need 
to take, to training at the police 
academy. 

Two babies later and lots of 
financial struggles in between, Jim 
realized his dream and became a 
Vermont State Trooper in 1957, 
until he retired from the force 
as a detective sergeant in 1985. 
Jim would often say that being a 
Vermont State Trooper was the 
best job he could ever have had. 
He kept a journal of all the cases he 
investigated while working for the 
Bureau of Criminal Investigation 
(BCI), including the year, the town, 
and the outcome of each case. 
He was at his best solving cases, 
putting all the pieces together. It’s 
no wonder he was nothing short of 
masterful when it came to puzzles. 
His family would compete to find 
the most challenging puzzle they 
could find to stump him, but they 
never could.

Following retirement from the 
State Police, Jim ran for Assistant 
Judge for the Addison Superior 
Court, and although he enjoyed 

that job as well, he dreaded election 
season. Campaigning and public 
speaking were about the only things 
that would rattle his nerves. But he 
must have done something right (in 
spite of himself) because he was 
repeatedly re-elected until he turned 
70, the mandatory retirement age at 
the time.

“Retired.” Now that was the one 
chapter in his life that Jim truly 
found challenging (next to public 
speaking). Although it allowed 
him extra time to more seriously 
“manage” the Red Sox and Celtics, 
it wasn’t long before he took on a 
part-time job at Elderly Services 
driving other seniors to their 
appointments. He always did like to 
be on the road.

Jim and Connie did everything 
together — winters in Florida, 
summers on Perch Pond, 
traveling the country, visiting the 
grandkids, horseshoe and bowling 
tournaments, and hosting all kinds 
of get-togethers. When she passed 
away six years ago, it devastated 
him. But he rallied and did the best 
he could flying solo. Jim’s family 
and friends take great comfort 
knowing they are together again, 
side-by-side, back in Orwell. 
Jim will be deeply missed, but 
remembered fondly and often, by 
so many. Rest well, Jim (a.k.a. Dad, 
Pa, Grandpa, Great Pa, Jim-Bob, 
Yogi).

Services for Jim will take place 
at the First Congregational Church 
of Orwell on Saturday, June 4, at 
11 a.m., followed by a graveside 
dedication at the Mountain View 
Cemetery. Friends and family are 
all invited after the services for a 
celebration of Jim’s amazing life at 
his home in Weybridge.

Arrangements under the direction 
of Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral 
Home. Online condolences at www.
sandersonfuneralservice.com.◊

James Donald Lilly, 91, of WeybridgeObituariesADDISON
COUNTY

Richard J. Phillips, 81, of Bridport
BRIDPORT — It is with a 

heavy heart that we announce the 
unexpected passing of Richard 
“Rich,” “Dick,” “Flip,” “Flammer,” 
J. Phillips, 81, of Bridport, Vt., and 
Ft. Myers, Fla., on May 15, 2022. 
No matter how you referred to 
him, he has left us with our hearts 
broken. 

Richard was born in Orange, 
N.J., on July 26, 1940, to Rudolph 
and Emma (Bangert) Phillips. Rich 
became a New Jersey transplant at 
the age of 7 when Rudolph and his 
family moved to Bridport to start 
a family farm. Richard attended a 
one-room schoolhouse in Bridport 
and later attended Middlebury High 
School, graduating in 1958. In 
both schools, Richard met lifelong 
friends who provided the basis 
of the many stories he told about 
living the life of a young man in 
Addison County in the 1950’s. 

After graduating high school, 
Richard went to work for Treadway 
Inns, specifically The Long Trail 
Inn in Killington and returned 
home in 1960 to work for H.P. 
Hood and Sons and run the family 
farm. In 1962, Richard enlisted in 
the U.S. Army, where he was an 
aircraft mechanic and crew chief 
and ultimately did a tour of duty in 
Vietnam. After returning, Richard 
worked for General Electric as a 
production control manager and 
later, for John Hancock as an agent 
in Middlebury and Rutland selling 
life insurance and advising clients 
with financial planning. 

Back in those days, he would 
make monthly visits to his clients’ 
homes to collect their premiums 
and these business calls would 
turn into dinner invitations, surely 
due to Richard’s kind, easy-going 
nature and his gift of gab. Richard 
was consistently a top-selling agent 
most certainly due to the manner in 
which he treated his clients: with 
dignity and respect. 

It was during the 1970s that 
Richard decided to attend college 
and pursue a career in law 
enforcement, graduating from 
Champlain College with a degree in 
Criminal Justice. After receiving his 
degree, Richard joined the Addison 
County Sheriffs’ Department and 
in 1976, became a member of the 
Middlebury Police Department. 
Richard requested permission to 
develop a juvenile program for the 
department but was told there was 
no money or manpower available. 
Rich decided to pursue his idea and 
developed the program on his own 
time. 

He became a fixture in the 
Middlebury elementary school 
classrooms as Officer Friendly and 

RICHARD J. PHILLIPS

later as the D.A.R.E Officer for the 
police department. To this day, kids 
who grew up in Middlebury during 
this time still refer to him as Officer 
Friendly. It was during his night 
shifts in the police department that 
he would occasionally have to bring 
someone to the emergency room 
at Porter Hospital. It was there he 
would meet the love of his life, 
Carol Ringey, an emergency room 
nurse. Although they never married, 
Richard and Carol remained life 
partners and Richard thought of 
Carol’s six children as his own.

Richard was an avid hunter, 
making annual trips to Maine and 
Pennsylvania to tag the elusive 
buck (to which he never had much 
success) and an avid fisherman, 
making trips up to Goshen Dam, to 
Lake Ontario to fish for salmon, and 
annual trips to Maine, lobstering 
on his cousin’s boat. From these 
trips to Maine, Richard and Carol 
returned with a haul each year and 
started an annual tradition hosting 
a lobster bake that brought family 
and friends together around food, 
drinks, volleyball, horseshoes, and 
a bonfire late into the night, and was 
the highlight of the summer. 

There were also many deer 
seasons spent in the Adirondacks 
with his dear friends from the Bent 
Barrel Club hunting, playing cards, 
eating and drinking in the camp he 
built from the ground up. The love 
of the outdoors prompted Richard 
to open Vermont Field Sports in 
Middlebury in 1983, a haven for 
hunters and fisherman alike — not 
only to purchase guns, ammunition 
and tackle, but also a place to 
stand around, drink coffee and talk 
politics — and talk politics he did! 

There was never any uncertainty 
as to how Richard felt on any 
political issue and he was a die-hard 
Vermont Republican through and 
through. Richard’s loves included 
reading westerns and history, 

especially American history (which 
came in handy for helping his 
grandkids complete homework 
assignments); a good gin and 
tonic with fresh lime wedges that 
accumulated in his glass (“so that 
I can keep track of how many 
I’ve had”); getting together with 
his friends to play cards; and 
socializing at the Moose, Legion 
and the Elks. 

But Richard had no love greater 
than his children and grandchildren. 
At family events, he was the first 
to arrive and the last one to leave 
and that unmistakable, boisterous, 
table-slapping laugh he had grew 
louder as the night went on — he 
loved this time together more than 
anything in the world and our hearts 
ache knowing he will not be with us 
going forward.

Richard leaves behind his six 
children, Katy Siller of South 
Portland, Maine; Andrea Ringey-
Grimm (Stan Eddy) of Ferrisburgh, 
Vt.; Valarie Cherry (David Cherry) 
of South Burlington, Vt.; Mark 
Ringey (Sue Ringey) of Grand Isle, 
Vt.; Kim Douglas (Mark Bellack) of 
North Hero, Vt.; and Lisa Ventriss 
(Curt Ventriss) of South Burlington, 
Vt.; sister Janice Perkett (Howard 
“Randy” Perkett) of Ft. Myers, 
Fla., and her children Nathan 
Smith (Maria Neves) and Rebecca 
Hall; many grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, nieces, nephews, 
grandnephews and countless 
friends near and far. Richard was 
predeceased by his parents, sons-
in-law Karl Siller and John Douglas 
and partner Carol Ringey. 

With a life so well-lived, it is hard 
to capture his spirit, his personality 
and his being in just a few short 
paragraphs. Suffice it to say, to 
know Richard is to love him and 
Richard is a very loved man. 

Richard’s family wishes to thank 
Greg Boglioli and the crew at VT 
Field Sports for holding down the 
fort while he was in Florida and to 
Chris Carl for keeping a good eye 
on Richard’s home when he was 
away. We would also like to thank 
his friends in Ft. Myers, especially 
Michael Hall. 

Calling hours will be on 
Tuesday, May 24, from 5-7 p.m. 
at Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral 
Home, 117 South St. in Middlebury. 
Richard’s funeral will be held at the 
Bridport Congregational Church 
on Wednesday, May 25, at 11 a.m., 
with burial immediately following 
in Bridport Central Cemetery

Arrangements are under the 
direction of the Sanderson-
Ducharme Funeral Home. 
Online condolences at www.
sandersonfuneralservice.com. ◊

Nancy Means 
Wright 

celebration of life

The Independent will publish paid obituaries and free notices of passing. Paid 
obituaries cost 25 cents per word and will be published, as submitted, on the date 
of the family’s choosing. For those who do not wish to purchase an obituary, the 
Independent offers a free notice of passing up to 100 words, subject to editing by our 
news department. Photos (optional) with either paid obituaries or free notices cost 
$10 per photo. Obituaries may be emailed to obits@addisonindependent.com.

Submissions must be received by 11 a.m. on Wednesday for publication in the 
Thursday paper. 

 Email obits@addisonindependent.com or call 802-388-4944 for more information.

Obituary Guidelines

SALISBURY — A celebration of 
life for Nancy Means Wright, who 
passed away Jan. 19, 2022, will be 
held on Saturday, June 11, at 2 p.m. 
at the family cottage: 330 Leisure 
Lane, Lake Dunmore — just south 
of the Branbury Beach entrance. 

Obituaries can be 
found on pages 6A, 7A 

and 8A.

ADDISON  COUNTY

School Briefs
As a full-time undergraduate 

earning a minimun grade-point 
average of 3.500 to 3.699, 
Benjamin Ewald of Leicester 
has been named to Southern New 
Hampshire University’s Winter 
2022 dean’s list.
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Midd Summer Midd Summer 
MarketMarket

Every Thursday evening in 
Downtown Middlebury

May 26th from 3-7pmMay 26th from 3-7pm
with live music by Tom Caswell Blues Bandwith live music by Tom Caswell Blues Band

Hosted by the Better Middlebury Partnership. 
Vendor application and details at 

ExperienceMiddlebury.com

Addison County’s Premier Organic Farm

1329 Lapham Bay Rd.  |  Shoreham, VT

802-897-7031   |  GoldenRussetFarm.com

• Organic Vegetable
       & Herb Plants

• Annuals & Perennials

• Hanging Baskets

• Organic Seed Potatoes

• Asparagus Crowns

• Seeds & Onion Sets

• Organic Potting Soil                
       & Fertilizer

Come Visit
Our Greenhouses

Monday - Friday
10am - 5pm

Saturday - Sunday 
9am - 5pm

Greenhouses 
Now Open

Offering:

Hanging Baskets 
Annuals • Perennials
 Vegetables & More

Make us an early stop 
on your spring greenhouse tour - 

You’ll be happy you did!
Open 10-5, Closed Tuesdays

 Vegetables & More

603 Market Road, Bridport, VT
802.758.2979 or 802.989.2752

4702 ETHAN 
ALLEN HWY,

CHARLOTTE, VT

PICK YOUR OWN. LOCAL GOODS. ORGANICALLY GROWN VEG.

@ S W E E T R O O T S V T

@ S W E E T R O O T S V T

SWEETROOTSVT.COM
802.425.3652

2638 Ethan Allen Hwy
New Haven, VT 05472

802-453-5382
greenhavengardensandnursery.com

OPEN 8-5 DAILY!

TREES, SHRUBS
PERENNIALS

ANNUALS
VEGGIES & HERBS

ObituariesADDISON
COUNTY

Sherilyn Rae ‘Sheri” Paine Guthrie, 61, formerly of Bristol
PALM COAST, Fla. — Sherilyn 

Rae “Sheri” Paine Guthrie, 61 years 
old, of Palm Coast, Fla., died after 
a long battle with kidney disease on 
Sunday, May 15, 2022.

Sheri was born in Miami, Fla., 
on March 31, 1961, to her loving 
parents, Marian Rae Palmer Paine 
and Charles William “Bill” Paine. 
In 1978, after many years of living 
around the country, Mom and Dad 
moved back to their hometown 
of Bristol, Vt., and Sheri joined 
soon after. Just a few years later, 
Sheri met her husband of nearly 35 
years, John Guthrie of Bristol. The 
two were married June 27, 1987, 
in New Haven, Vt., and shared 
three children. John’s care and 
devotion allowed Sheri to be home 
throughout most of her illness.

Through her childhood, into her 
teens, Sheri developed interests in 
cooking, baking, crafts, and music. 
During her teens, Sheri began taking 
on childcare — not just for her 
younger siblings, but babysitting for 
children of friends and neighbors. 
Her abilities in engaging with and 
caring for children would develop 
into a lifelong vocation.

During her late teens, Sheri and her 
brother Chris and friends enjoyed 
writing songs and playing music. 
Sheri focused mostly on the lyrics. 
Sheri and Chris recorded some of 
these songs to share with friends 
and family. Among her songwriting, 

SHERILYN RAE ‘SHERI’ 
PAINE GUTHRIE

her brother Billy remembers her 
collection of spontaneous novelty 
songs that poked fun at family 
idiosyncrasies. Such hits as “Would 
You Like to Be Seen (Riding Down 
the Street on a New Granny Bike?)” 
or “No Dive, No Lunch” when Billy 
was learning to swim. Sadly, these 
were not arranged or recorded.

Sheri’s work life was focused on 
teaching in preschools and later 
managing her own preschools and 
daycares. Many of the children she 
worked with over the years are now 
adults who still have fond memories 
of Sheri’s loving nature, humor, and 
dedication, which was evident in 

her clever and perfectly planned 
events, such as Sheri’s Summer 
Olympics or her annual Teddy Bear 
Picnics.

While Sheri loved her work with 
all children, her greatest pride 
came from her own and she never 
hesitated to brag about their latest 
accomplishments, whether it was 
Corey working with the National 
Security Agency, Brandi getting 
her masters degree, or Palmer’s 
acceptance to college or latest fi lm 
creation.

Sheri is survived by her husband, 
John Guthrie; daughter, Brandi 
Guthrie; son Palmer Guthrie; 
Sheri’s mother, Marian Rae Paine 
of New Haven, Vt.; her siblings 
Chris Paine and his wife Denise 
Dalton of Bristol, Vt., Bill Paine 
and his partner Bettie Barnes of 
South Burlington, Vt., and Amy 
Paine of New Haven, Vt. Numerous 
dear nephews, nieces, cousins, and 
friends all over the country also 
survive her. Sheri is predeceased 
by her father Charles William Paine 
(2014) and beloved son Corey 
Guthrie (2010, age 27 years).

A celebration of life is being 
planned. In lieu of fl owers, feel free 
to make a donation to a charity you 
feel helps children. Spend some 
time with a young person in your 
life, laugh, eat delicious food, have 
a picnic. Think about how Sheri 
would enjoy that time with you.◊

Letters to the Editor
Questions answered about proposed hut at Silver Lake

The Moosalamoo Association 
(MA) and Vermont Huts 
Association (VHA) would like to 
respond to concerns we’ve heard 
from fellow outdoor recreation 
enthusiasts regarding an overnight 
hut potentially being built near 
Silver Lake. The proposed site is 
on the east side of Silver Lake, 
which lies within the Moosalamoo 
National Recreation Area (MNRA), 
one of 40 NRAs nationwide and 
one of two in Vermont. NRA status 
is a unique Federal designation that 
recognizes the quality of this area 
for recreating.

Several locations within MNRA 
were scouted by the MA/VHA/
USFS team and factors taken into 
consideration for site selection 
included topography, access, soil 
conditions, and proximity to other 
campers and infrastructure. 

The proposed site is walk-in/
walk-out, leave no trace, and can 
be reached from the Falls of Lana 
and Silver Lake East parking lots 
within one-hour or less via hikes 
in either direction, thus making 
it accessible to families, elders, 
and mobility-impaired. Multi-day 
hikers can reach the hut within a 
few miles of the Long Trail and the 
North Country Trail. 

The proposed site is equidistant 
between the southernmost privy 
and the Leicester Hollow Trail/
Goshen Trail intersection that 
accesses the Silver Lake East 
parking lot. This location eliminates 
the need to add an additional privy, 
and is within walking distance to a 
water source for campers’ use. The 
proposed site is on the east (uphill 
not lakeside) side of the Leicester 
Hollow Trail, approximately 315’ 
from the Silver Lake shoreline. It 
may be possible to see some of the 
hut from the lake during the winter, 
but not when trees are leafed-out. 
The site is slightly uphill from an 
old, abandoned campsite. 

The hut would be managed by 
VHA in partnership with MA. It is 
similar in design to one being built 
at Grout Pond in Stratton and part 

of VHA’s statewide hut network. It 
is 1 ½ stories, 16’ x 24’ living space 
plus an attached 16’ x 8’ screened 
porch, for a total footprint of 16’ x 
32’. The hut can accommodate up 
to 10 guests and is outfi tted with 
camp mattresses, low-wattage DC 
lights, a heat source, and a small 
cooktop for meal preparation. 
There are no electrical outlets 
for appliances or charging of any 
portable devices. 

VHA, MA, and USFS share 
a common goal: Make public 
lands more accessible. All huts on 
public lands are ADA accessible. 
On average, one night’s rental 
ranges from $65-$165/night or 
$6.50-$16.50/per person at full 
occupancy, making it affordable for 
almost anyone, especially lower-
income households, disadvantaged, 
and underserved communities. 
Because the hut is equipped with 
necessities, campers can experience 
the backcountry without making a 
large investment in tents, cooking 
utensils, camp stoves, etc. The 
affordability factor increases access 
for everyone. 

Vermont’s network of huts is 
used by people from all walks of 
life. Users include experienced hut-
to-hut hikers or skiers. Or, it could 
be a family with small children 
who want to introduce their kids 
to the forest, but appreciate the 
security of four walls. On the 
opposite end of life, older folks 
might want to spend a quiet fall 
or summer night in that area but 
shy away because they don’t 
want to carry all the gear needed 
to go tent-camping. The hut is a 
good alternative for both groups. 
Roughly 80% of users are fellow 
Vermonters.

Revenue generated from hut 
rentals goes directly back into the 
hut for stewardship, employing a 
local caretaker, and overhead to 
keep booking fees affordable. The 
caretaker may also serve as a trail 
steward, assisting with routine 
maintenance of the trail(s) used 
to access the hut. This is an added 

benefi t to the Silver Lake area. 
Any additional revenue supports 
future hut maintenance and 
additional programming, including 
VHA’s FOREST Program, 
providing underserved local 
communities with free, two-day 
retreats in the backcountry. For 
more information on the Forest 
Program’s sustainability, teamwork, 
and recreation impact, visit 
vermonthuts.org/forest-program. 

The Moosalamoo Association 
also has an educational component 
as part of its mission in which area 
school students are invited into the 
Moosalamoo for various activities, 
and the Silver Lake Hut would 
expand those opportunities to other 
schools. 

While there has been some 
suggestion that this project has 
been conceived in secret, that is 
not the case. USFS District Ranger 
Christopher Mattrick has met 
with Goshen’s and Salisbury’s 
selectboards as part of USFS’s 
annual review. A meeting with 
Leicester’s selectboard is pending. 

The project is currently under 
review by the USFS. The process 
includes a review by a GMNF 
natural resources specialist, a 
USFS archeologist analysis of the 
site, and Vermont State Historic 
Preservation Offi cer (SHPO) 
approval. A proposal of this 
nature also includes a formal, 
60-day public comment period. 
We anticipate the public comment 
period will begin sometime in 
June, with notifi cation broadcasted 
through various mediums, allowing 
ample opportunity for public input 
and documentation. 

We encourage readers’ questions. 
Preliminary information and an 
FAQ are available on Moosalamoo 
Association’s website at 
moosalamoo.org/hut

Sue Hoxie
Executive Director 

Moosalamoo Association
RJ Thompson

Executive Director 
Vermont Huts Association

Obituaries can be 
found on pages 6A, 7A 

and 8A.

SELL IT
classifieds@addisonindependent.com

other things. Please only donate 
items that you would buy. Call 
Eleanor Menzer at 802-453-2807 
for more information.

Since January 2021, the 
Middlebury Diversity, Equity and 
Inclusion (DEI) Workgroup has 
been working with Vermont-based 
consultants Tabitha Moore and Lisa 
Ryan to engage the community 
in discussions regarding the local 
impacts of racism and to identify 
how the county’s shire town can 
become a more diverse, equitable, 
inclusive and welcoming place to 
work and live. Middlebury’s elected 
leaders at all levels and departments 
have been participating in workshops 
about racial equity designed to build 
capacity for the next phase of the 
effort: community engagement. 
With that in mind, local citizens 
are invited to share their thoughts, 
ideas and experiences around 
diversity, equity and inclusion as 
it relates to Middlebury and the 
surrounding area. You can do that 
through an online survey at tinyurl.
com/49ypyssf. Moore and Ryan 
will collect all the data, analyze it 
and provide the town with a report 
and recommendations for further 
engagement of community and 
for development of an DEI action 
plan. Please contact Middlebury 
Town Manager Kathleen Ramsay 
at kramsay@townofmiddlebury.
org or 802-458-8000 for paper 
copies of the survey, to request 
translation services or to seek any 
other assistance you may need in 
completing the survey.

It is time to put the second coat 
of stain on the Bristol Riding 

By the way
(Continued from Page 1A)

Ring, and fi nish stripping the 
cedar posts. The Equine Heritage 
Herd (now part of the Bristol 
Recreation Department) is 
welcoming volunteers to help on 
a “Ring Work Day,” scheduled 
for Saturday, May 21, from 8 
a.m. to noon. Following the work 
day, from noon until 1p.m., there 
will also be a Volunteer Meet 
& Greet to fi ll volunteers in on 
our 2022 Events Calendar. The 
Equine Heritage Herd hopes you 
might fi nd your way to support its 
endeavors this year to revive the 
passion of our equine community 
through educational programs 
and events. If you come on May 21 
to work on the riding ring, please 
bring work gloves, a mini paint 
roller, and something to hold the 
stain, or a tool for stripping some 
bark. Or call Elissa Cobb at 802-
349-2301 to have a chat about how 
you can help.

A big shout-out to members of 
the Middlebury Union High School 
Student Coalition on Human Rights 
and the National Honors Society 
for raising more than $2,000 for 
Amnesty International to assist 
Ukrainian refugees. The two student 

groups raised the money by selling 
small Ukrainian fl ags at school, 
collecting donations at an organized 
vigil, and setting up a donations box 
at the MUHS senior play.

The Lincoln Cooperative 
Preschool’s second annual online 
auction will extend until May 
27, so there’s still plenty of time 
to get in on some great buys to 
help subsidize programming for 
young children. Included in this 
year’s offerings are a Woodware 
Adirondack Chair, Bee’s Wrap 
assortment, handcrafted local 
jewelry, two Paper Clocks, 
numerous gift certifi cates to local 
shops, a child’s bike helmet, Aqua 
ViTea kombucha, 2 mini family 
portrait sessions from a local 
photographer and much more. 
This event helps the local preschool 
reach fundraising goals safely (in 
the age of COVID-19), and the 
money raised will help build an 
addition to the school, increase 
services, and enrich the preschool 
experience for attending children, 
who currently hail from Lincoln, 
Starksboro, Monkton, Leicester, 
Bristol and Ripton. To check out 
the online items up for bid log on 

to tinyurl.com/mr3vwzwn.

You’ve been inside the Henry 
Sheldon Museum of Vermont 
History — but have you been 
outside? Offi cials are reimagining 
the museum’s garden. The goal, with 
community support, is to create an 
outdoor recreation and performance 
space to host both museum 
programming and community-
driven events and initiatives. Your 
purchase of a brick will support 
museum operations and provide 
seed money for the reimagined 
garden planning process. A four-
inch-by-eight-inch brick can be 
purchased for a $100 donation, and 
there’s an eight-inch-by-eight-inch 
option for $250. Learn more at bri-
cksrus.com/donorsite/hsm.

Monkton Friends Methodist 
Church will be accepting #2 and 
#5 plastic plant containers at their 
plant and bake sale on Saturday, 
May 28, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. These 
containers need to be separated as 
they will go to a recycling site to be 
crushed and shredded and made 
into new nursery pots. If you have 
any questions, email Ralph at 
fi tzymodelt@gmail.com.

Bristol, VT Homeowner 
Recommends Bristol Electronics

We are so pleased with our electric solar panels that we want to tell 
everyone about our great experience!  The wonderful team at Bristol 
Electronics installed the ground-mount array last fall. We had them put in 
our solar hot water system several years prior and had established a good 
working relationship with them. We already knew them to be reliable and 
quick to fix any problems that arose.

We enjoy the idea of being a part of protecting the environment so 
when it came time to deciding on what type of solar panels to install for 
electricity, we contacted Bristol Electronics first, while also considering 
other companies and products as well. There’s a big world out there with 
a variety of choices and it was hard to know whose product was actually 

FREE SITE EVALUATIONS

802 . 453 . 2500
BristolElectronicsVT.com

best for our needs. Finally in the end, we decided on choosing Bristol Electronics because of their reliability, best 
price, the best installment time frame and most efficient system using micro-inverters instead of the conventional
less expensive string inverters.
The team provided very professional and pleasant service all the way from the planning stages to final clean-up.

When we finally made the decision to “break ground”, they were exceptionally fast, professional and easy to work 
with. From start to finish, we were making electricity in about 2 weeks.  Indeed, our yard looks better now than 
before they started!  In the end, we are saving a lot of money on both our solar hot water and solar electric systems.
Thank you Bristol Electronics for your excellent service in meeting our hopes and expectations!

Sincerely, Ed & Emily Hilbert – Bristol, VT
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Brandon Music
62 Country Club Road, Brandon, VT
802-247-4295 or 802-282-8655

PPlleeaassee  jjooiinn  uuss::

Tickets are $25, dinner & show $63.50 (inclusive of meals tax). 
Go to http//www.brandon-music.net for for details
and on-line booking.

Local favorites
Deb Brisson and The Hay BurnersDeb Brisson and The Hay Burners
will perform live at Brandon Music -
Saturday, May 28th at 7:30pm.

Climate matters
Perspectives on Change

16th in a series
By BILL McKIBBEN

Most of the time I’m writing 
about vested interest as the key 
obstacle to making the energy 
transition. And it is — without 
the endless campaign of delay, 
denial and disinformation from 
Big Oil and its friends, we’d 
have started making big changes 
long ago. But there’s another 
force at work alongside Interest, 
and that’s inertia, defined as the 
force that has kept you from, say, 
cleaning the coil on the bottom of 
your fridge, even though doing 
so would cut your electric use 
considerably.

We’re going to have to summon 
the will to make some 
changes. Many are 
fairly easy: Installing 
air-source heat pumps, 
for instance, would 
not just help defeat 
Vladimir Putin, but 
doing so could heat 
your home more 
pleasantly, efficiently 
and affordably — you 
can tell the appliance 
is having its day in 
the sun when Wired 
features it in its digital 
pages:

“Heat pumps are a 
few years behind electric vehicles 
but really deserve similar 
attention and could deliver very 
sizable reductions in emissions 
if we deployed them much more 
rapidly,” says Jan Rosenow, 
director of European programs 
at the Regulatory Assistance 
Project, an NGO dedicated to the 
transition to clean energy, Wired 
reports.

Other changes require shifts in 
how we behave. But not impossible 
ones. Take, for instance, e-bikes: 
If you were looking for a perfect 
transportation mode in a climate-
conscious era, this might be it, 
since it delivers mobility at a 

fraction of the environmental cost 
even of an electric car. E-bikes 
are outselling electric cars in 
America; in Europe, they’re so 
popular that they may soon be 
outselling all cars.

But to make this work at scale 
and at speed, which is what the 
climate crisis requires, you need 
more than the bike itself, elegant 
as it is. It helps immensely 
to also have safe bike paths. 
(Listen to Doug Gordon’s “War 
on Cars” podcast; follow Peter 
Flax’s twitter account). And 
office buildings with showers. 
And even safe panniers — that’s 
why I was interested when 
Brian Hoffman wrote me with a 

description of his new 
product, the Velocker. 
They’re sturdy, i.e. 
heavy, which was 
always a problem with 
bike bikes, but not so 
much when you’ve 
got that electric assist 
motor to get you up 
a hill. You can carry 
kids in them (well, on 
them, in clever seats 
with handles) and then 
convert them easily 
to hauling groceries. 
And they come with a 
lockable top that you 

can run a chain through — which 
is to say, if we’re going to be 
doing a lot of biking we’re going 
to need to be real about the fact 
that people steal stuff sometimes, 
even from good folks who 
virtuously ride bikes.

Transitions unleash creativity 
— new ways of doing things. 
Yes, new ways of doing things 
require us to change our daily 
habits a little. So anything that 
makes that easier is appreciated. 
Friction is the enemy. Well, 
Exxon is the enemy. But friction 
is an accomplice.

• Emily Atkin, writing in GQ, 
does a bang-up job of explaining 

what difference a few tenths of a 
degree will end up making.

• From the good folks at 
NDN Collective, a detailed 
report on the risks posed by the 
operation of the Dakota Access 
Pipeline. The 2016 showdown 
at Standing Rock, an epic 
moment in the history of both 
environmental campaigning and 
indigenous solidarity, continues 
to reverberate.

• Former Sierra Club boss 
Mike Brune has been heading 
an effort to persuade bitcoin 
miners to reduce their energy 
consumption by 99% by changing 
the “proof-of-work” algorithm 
at the core of the alternative 
currency. Note to Twitter users: 
If you’re feeling neglected and 
lonely, a good way to get a lot of 
attention is to say anything even 
slightly negative about bitcoin.

• As Bloomberg columnist 
Javier Blas points out, cutting gas 
taxes — as many American states 
have done — is a gift to Vladimir 
Putin in the middle of his war.

Fuel tax cuts are essentially a 
subsidy to Vladimir Putin, and 
they hurt the effort to end the 
war in Ukraine. Think about it: 
If oil becomes more affordable, 
consumption rises. The higher oil 
demand goes, the higher oil prices 
go, too, and the more money the 
Kremlin makes. Those extra 
petrodollars can go toward killing 
more Ukrainians.

• Corporate America has 
a pretty good green-washing 
scheme up and running. As Judd 
Legum points out, the companies 
put out press releases extolling 
their climate plans, and then 
use their trade associations, like 
the ever-retrograde Chamber 
of Commerce, to quash the 
legislation that would make those 
plans real.

• Alec Connon, writing in 
Common Dreams, explains the 
even more devious mechanics of the 

b a n k 
g r e e n -
w a s h i n g 
schemes

Rather than actually reducing the 
overall greenhouse gas emissions 
associated with its lending, 
Chase has created a convoluted 
accounting trick known as 
“carbon intensity,” pledging that 
by 2030 it will achieve a 15% 
reduction in the “carbon intensity” 
of the oil and gas firms it finances. 
The most important thing to know 
here is that reductions in “carbon 
intensity” and reductions in 
“actual greenhouse gas emissions” 
are two very different things.

Imagine you are the CEO of 
an oil firm. Your company owns 
1,000 oil wells; it doesn’t own 
any windmills. Now Chase gives 
you a $10 billion loan. You use 
that loan to buy 400 new oil wells 
and 200 windmills. You now 
own 400 additional oil wells. 
This means you are digging up 
and burning more oil than ever 
before; your overall contributions 
to climate change have gone up 
significantly. But because you 
are now also profiting from wind 
power, the “carbon intensity” of 
your company has gone down ― 
an accounting trick that enables 
your oil company to both expand 
oil production and meet Chase’s 
callow climate targets.

• The Red Sox returned to 
Boston last week to play all seven 
games this week at Fenway, home 
to MLB’s first carbon-neutral 
ballpark. They don’t call it the 
Green Monster for nothing.

 —————
Bill McKibben is an 

internationally known climate 
activist and writer who lives in 
Ripton.

Editor’s note: Read this column 
online to see and click through 
to linked stories that the writer 
refers to.

Transitions unleash creativity

E-bikes are 
outselling 
electric cars 
in America; 
in Europe, 
they’re so 
popular that 
they may 
soon be 
outselling 
all cars.

At Hamilton College’s annual 
Class and Charter Day on May 
10, two Middlebury Union High 
School graduates received awards 
for their academic and scholarly 
achievements. 

Satchel McLaughlin, of 
Middlebury was named the 
recipient of The William Gillespie 

Prize in Art. McLaughlin is a 
senior majoring in Art. 

Catherine Schmitt, also of 
Middlebury, a sophomore majoring 
in Neuroscience and Philosophy, 
was awarded the Robert Leet 
Patterson Prize Scholarship in 
Philosophy.
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By JOHN FLOWERS
SHOREHAM — The search 

for a new Shoreham Elementary 
School principal is down to two 
finalists, one of whom needs little 
introduction to the Addison Central 
School District Community. 

The candidates are Middlebury 
Union Middle School Assistant 
Principal Karyn Stannard, and 
Andy Johnson, a K-4 music teacher 
at Milton Elementary School who 
was a finalist for the recently filled 
position of assistant principal 
of Middlebury’s Mary Hogan 
Elementary School.

Both candidates visited Shoreham 
Elementary on Wednesday, May 18, 
for interviews and conversations 
with local staff, students and 
families.

Johnson and Stannard are each 
hoping to succeed Shoreham 
Principal Mike Lenox, who recently 
announced plans to step down at the 
end of this academic year in order 
to find another job that will give 
him more direct interaction with 
students. Lenox has helmed the 
rural K-5 school for eight years.

Here’s a more detailed 
introduction (in alphabetical order) 
to the two finalists:

Andy Johnson has been a music, 
band and orchestra teacher since 
2002. He has worked at elementary, 
middle and high schools in 
Vermont, Wisconsin and Illinois. 
He has his master’s degree in Music 

Performance from Ithaca College 
in New York. Previous stops on his 
professional journey have included 
Velma Hamilton Middle School/
Van Hise Elementary School in 
Madison, Wis., where he was 
grades 5-8 grade orchestra teacher; 
Williamstown Middle/High School 
in Williamstown, Vt., where he was 
grades 6-12 grade band teacher; 
James Madison Memorial High 
School/Jefferson Middle School, 
Madison, Wis., where he worked 
as 6-12 grade orchestra teacher; and 
Hunt & Edmunds Middle School in 
Burlington, Vt.,  where he taught 
orchestra in grades 6-8.

Karyn Stannard has been a 
special educator, special education 
director, and summer recreation 
director. She has worked in 
Vermont schools since 2002. 
She’s been assistant principal at 
MUMS since July of last year. Her 
previous experience includes stints 
as a special education director at 
Bennington Rutland Supervisory 
Union (2019-2021); special 
educator and classroom teacher in 
Rutland City public schools (2016-
2019); special educator at Mill 
River High School (2007- 2016); 
and Summer Recreation Director 
for the town of Fair Haven, (January 
2012-August 2014).

The Independent will report on the 
new leadership hire for Shoreham 
as soon as it’s announced.

Shoreham principal 
finalists are named

safety organizations to refine their 
response tactics and in some cases 
seek additional staffing devoted 
specifically to mental health-related 
cases.

Bristol police are asking for a 
cut of the community’s federal 
American Rescue Plan Act funding 
to hire an embedded mental health 
worker (see story on 
Page 1A).
SPECIALIZED 
TRAINING

The VSP last fall 
hired a director of 
mental health programs 
and is in the process 
of hiring mental health 
crisis specialists to 
embed in each of its 10 
barracks throughout the 
state — including here 
in Addison County.

Mourning Fox is the 
newly hired director of 
mental health programs 
for the Vermont 
Department of Public 
Safety. He said troopers 
assigned to the VSP’s 
New Haven barracks in 
2020 responded to 37 
service calls in Addison 
County involving 
people with mental health issues, 
a number that grew to 48 cases 
during 2021.

Such increases, which manifest 
in other parts of the state as well, 
have led to more specialized 
training at the Vermont Police 
Academy, where all the state’s 
law enforcement personnel are 
put through the paces to ensure 
their readiness in the field. Their 
academy training, according to Fox, 
includes two days of programming 
that’s particularly helpful for 
future, potential encounters with 
individuals experiencing mental 
health issues. It emphasizes de-
escalation and standard practices 
for interacting with people in crisis.

In addition to learning response 
techniques, trainees are introduced 
to people who have experienced 
previous contact with police while 
dealing with psychiatric illness, 
according to Fox.

He said aspiring officers and 
troopers are taught to do the 
following when they first encounter 
someone having a mental health 
crisis: Slow things down. Use 
your first name, instead of your 

police title and last name. Open a 
dialogue, be friendly and treat the 
subject with the respect to which 
you believe you’re also entitled.

“Part of taking command of a 
situation… doesn’t necessarily 
work so well when you’re talking 
about a crisis situation like that,” 
said Fox.

The academy’s specialized 
programming has 
been a part of Vermont 
law enforcement 
training for “well 
over a decade,” Fox 
added, but he noted 
VSP troopers — as 
opposed to municipal 
police trainees — also 
receive additional 
training. For three 
weeks before and 
after their academy 
experience, VSP 
troopers receive 
s u p p l e m e n t a l 
instruction, some of 
it focusing on how to 
interact with people 
in crisis. Some of 
the material is taught 
by Fox, who has an 
extensive resumé 
in the mental health 
field, where he has 

more than 25 years of experience, 
including more than four years 
as deputy commissioner of the 
Vermont Department of Mental 
Health.

Fox’s short- and long-term goals 
for the VSP include:

• Ensure each VSP barracks 
has at least one embedded mental 
health crisis specialist. In Addison 
County, that specialist is Chris 
George, a Counseling Service 
of Addison County employee 
who’s assigned to the New Haven 
barracks. Efforts to reach George 
for this article were unsuccessful as 
the Independent went to press.

• Conducting regular meetings 
with the mental health crisis 
specialists, state troopers, VSP 
command staff, first responders and 
other stakeholders on coordinated 
efforts to address mental health-
related cases.

• Helping the Department of 
Public Safety’s ongoing work 
to “re-imagine the model of 
how the police provide services 
to Vermonters who may be 
experiencing a mental-health or 
substance-use-disorder crisis, 

or who have other unmet social-
service needs,” according to a press 
release that announced Fox’s hiring 
last September.

Fox said he’s excited to be 
working in an arena where there’s 
an “intersection of law enforcement, 
criminal justice systems and mental 
health.”

And he’s not doing it by himself.
CRISIS SPECIALISTS

The embedded mental health 
crisis specialists provide key 
assistance for troopers — and not 
only on calls centering on a person 
with mental health issues. We’re 
talking about a wide range of calls, 
according to Fox, including bad 
accident scenes. Crisis specialists 
can help accident survivors— and 
family members of those who have 
perished in fatal crashes — to sort 
out their feelings.

“It can prevent that (accident 
survivor) from showing up in your 
local emergency room a week 
or two later because of intrusive 
nightmares and inability to sleep 
because of the car accident that 
happened two weeks ago,” Fox 
said.

As of this week, mental health 
crisis specialists had been hired at 
seven of the VSP’s 10 barracks. 
State police contract with area 
mental health agencies 
to provide those 
specialists, who 
can be deployed by 
troopers on calls. 
In most cases, the 
specialists have agreed 
to be on call and on a 
flex-time schedule, 
realizing that crises 
can occur outside of 
the conventional work 
week.

Crisis specialists 
help a person 
work through their 
problems, while 
learning about the 
person’s specific case 
history.

In some cases, the 
subject’s mental health 
status provides cause 
for an involuntary 
committal to a 
psychiatric facility, Fox noted, and 
the embedded specialists can 
get that process going. But the 
specialist will continue to be a 
resource for the individual after 
they’ve been discharged from the 
psychiatric hospital, Fox noted.

“That’s a pretty unique situation,” 
he said.

Middlebury police have a close 
working relationship with CSAC, 
which has an emergency team that 
can respond to officers’ calls for 
help and/or provide advice in cases 
involving persons with mental 
health issues. Also, state police 
have on occasion been able to 
provide Chris George’s assistance 
to Addison County’s municipal 
police departments.
HANDLING IT IN-HOUSE

Middlebury police officers are 
sometimes able to resolve mental 
health-related disturbances on their 
own, according to Hanley.

“A number of these cases are 
people who we know who are 
clients who have had mental 
health problems before, and we 
can usually defuse or intervene 
without having to get them further 
treatment,” he said.

A decade ago, Hanley began 
exploring the prospect of getting an 
embedded mental health worker for 
his department.

“We made an effort to get funding 
for it, but it never worked,” he said.

Hanley acknowledged that some 
might wonder if the department 
could find enough work for a 
full-time mental health worker 
on his staff. But he believes such 
a worker’s skills could also be 
applicable to training officers, 
assisting with domestic abuse 
cases and defusing neighborhood 
disputes. So an embedded mental 
health worker remains a goal for 
the Middlebury PD.

“If we have someone embedded 
here who we can also use for a 
variety of community service 
activities, it would be helpful,” he 
said.

Middlebury officers currently 
train with CSAC officials, though 
that can be tricky in terms of 
scheduling, Hanley said.

Meanwhile, the mental health-
related cases continue to pile up, 
though Hanley acknowledged 
Middlebury’s 2020 and 2021 higher 
stats coincide with the COVID-19 
pandemic and thus reflect the 
temporary relocation of a large 
number of homeless individuals — 
some suffering with mental illness 

— to the county’s shire town.
In most instances, police are 

the first responders to these cases 
and that’s not going to change, 
according to Hanley.

“We’ve been trying to do things 
in partnership with our other 
public safety partners to try to 
keep everyone safer and healthier 
without escalating a situation,” he 
said. 

Vergennes Police officers 
responded to 138 calls for service 
involving mental health issues from 
January 2020 through last month, 
according to Chief George Merkel. 
He called that figure conservative, 
given that some calls counted under 
a specific criminal offense might 
have involved persons with mental 
health challenges.

“The scope of law enforcement 
has changed quite dramatically 
over the past decade, and we’re 
dealing with more and more mental 
health issues for whatever reason 
that might be,” he said. 

Vergennes officers receive mental 
health-related training through 
the police academy. In addition, 
the department recently sent one 
of its own, Sgt. Jason Ouellette, 
to “Verbal Judo School,” which 
according to its website teaches 
the “powerful way of persuasion 

that helps us to avoid, 
resolve and manage 
resistance by using 
presence and words, 
whether to resolve 
conflict or to close a 
deal with a customer.”

Ouellette is now 
certified to teach the 
course, which he does 
to his fellow officers.

The training has 
already paid dividends, 
according to Merkel.

“We’ve had a couple 
of instances where 
even though the person 
was experiencing a 
mental health crisis, 
the techniques we 
used helped defuse 
these challenging 
situations,” he said. “A 
lot of it has to do with 
the officer’s demeanor 

when you first approach somebody; 
to not be confrontational, to listen 
to what they say and evaluate them 
to see exactly what’s going on with 
them. Try to develop a rapport or a 
bond with the person so they aren’t 
scared or intimated, and are more 
willing to work with you.”

Like Middlebury PD, Vergennes 
PD contacts CSAC — and/or the 
VSP’s Chris George — for cases in 
which a subject needs professional 
care.
PROJECT VISION NORTH

Merkel doesn’t hesitate to 
bring other stakeholders into the 
mix, including officials from the 
Turning Point Center of Addison 
County, which works with persons 
recovering from substance use 
disorder.

“There are more resources out 
there to help us,” he said. “It’s not 
just the mental health aspect, it’s 
some of the other things that might 
contribute to the person’s anxiety.”

The spirit of teamwork, Merkel 
noted, is embodied in a Rutland-
based organization called Project 
Vision, a coalition of more than 
400 partners striving to “create an 
environment of collaboration… to 
expand community engagement, 
build great neighborhoods, and 
improve public health” in the 
Rutland area.

Merkel has sought to create 
that same kind of collaboration in 
Addison County. To that end, he’s 
organized a local “Project Vision 
North” effort through which multiple 
Addison County police agencies, 
social service organizations and 
mental health professionals meet 
monthly via Zoom. Among other 
things, they discuss recent calls 
for service and flag folks who are 
repeatedly appearing on the police 
radar for mental health challenges 
so everyone at the Zoom meeting 
is aware of who needs more mental 
health treatment and wraparound 
services.

Project Vision North has been 
well worth the effort, Merkel said.

He cited the example of a 
Vergennes woman who generated 
more than 60 calls for police 
service during a five-month period. 
Bringing the collective resources of 
Project Vision North to bear on the 
case has resulted in only five calls 
to the same address during the past 
five months. 

“It’s a great concept and the way 
we’ve got to do business,” he said of 
Project Vision North. “It’s worked 
beyond my wildest dreams.” 

Mental health
(Continued from Page 1A)

“A lot of it has 
to do with 
the officer’s 
demeanor 
when you 
first approach 
somebody; 
to not be 
confrontational, 
to listen to 
what they say 
and evaluate 
them to see 
exactly what’s 
going on with 
them.”

— Vergennes 
Police Chief 

George Merkel

“A number of 
these cases 
are people 
who we know 
who are clients 
who have had 
mental health 
problems 
before, and we 
can usually 
defuse or 
intervene 
without 
having to get 
them further 
treatment.”

— Middlebury 
Police Chief

 Tom Hanley

Addison school
(Continued from Page 1A)

(See State, Page 11A)

incorporated into Vergennes Union 
High School, or possibly another 
school.

ANWSD shifted Addison’s 
elementary school students to 
Vergennes Union Elementary 
School in the fall of 2020 and at the 
same time established AWE, which 
serves special needs students from 
other local districts as well as 
ANWSD.

School officials have said there 
is room at VUHS for AWE, and 
its students could benefit from 
offerings there, such as arts, music 
and physical education. More staff 
would also be on hand to support 
the program if necessary. 

According to ANWSD Director 

of Student Support Services 
Kara Griswold in December, the 
AWE program can serve up to 
12 students in grades 6-12 who 
“need support around a variety of 
social, emotional and sometimes 
behavioral needs that cannot 
always be addressed or supported 
within a traditional middle school 
or high school environment.”
ACS OPTIONS

On Monday Stroup offered the 
board three options to consider for 
the future of ACS: 

• “Decide we need more time 
and postpone the discussion to a 
date in the fall.” This choice would 
entail stating “specifically what 
information we need and how we 
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CREATE AN OUTDOOR SPACE
UNDER AN AWNING BY INTEGRITY

Residential & Commercial
802-771-5892
IntegrityAwnings.com

Rene Paquette & Family

SWING SET RAFFLE
(valued at $2,580)

To benefit the children of College Street and Otter Creek Child Centers

Tickets $30 each or 4/$100
https://go.rallyup.com/springraffle2022

Delivered & Installed* courtesty of
*within 20 miles of their store

Generously sponsored by our friends at Fire & Ice, Middlebury Eye Associates,
The National Bank of MIddlebury, Neat Repeats and The Vermont Book Shop

We ♥ our Local Business!

Only 350 tickets 
will be sold!

Drawing at noon 
on June 1st.

Chief Bruce Nason. “Usually, 
we’d spend 15-20 minutes talking 
on the porch outside. They 
needed, I think, that person-to-
person interaction, face-to-face, 
and we did what we could to help 
them get through it.”

This is just 
one of the things 
Bristol police do, 
and it’s part of an 
overall community 
policing approach 
Nason and his 
officers were 
using well before 
the pandemic.

“We check in 
with the people 
who may have had 
a mental health 
crisis or something 
similar to that, or 
we’ll follow up 
days afterward — 
call or maybe stop 
by, maybe have a 
coffee with them,” 
Nason said. 
“Everybody I’ve 
talked to sees the 
benefit of it.”

One of those 
benefits is that 
when police are 
able to take time 
to follow up and 
check on residents 
e x p e r i e n c i n g 
mental health or 
substance abuse issues, it tends 
to reduce the number of extreme 
crisis situations police are called 
to respond to in the future, Nason 
said.

But the follow-up got a lot more 
complicated during the pandemic. 
Residents who had experienced 
crisis situations were finding 
it difficult to obtain follow-up 
appointments or establish longer 
term care situations.

“Right now, if somebody’s 
looking for some kind of 
mental health services, there’s a 
backlog,” Nason told the Bristol 
selectboard during its April 25 
meeting. “So when somebody’s 
in crisis we need somebody that 
could help immediately — and 
then for the next two to three 
weeks, before they get into more 
long-term service.”

The department only recently 
switched to using a database that 
will allow it to track such cases, 
so Nason doesn’t have any “hard 
stats,” but he told the selectboard 
the number of mental health calls 
has “increased quite a bit.”

Which is why Nason has asked 
the town to consider a police 
department position for a mental 
health/substance abuse worker 
who could fill that gap.
LOCAL HELP

“We want people to be 
comfortable enough to be able 
to call us when they’re in crisis,” 
Nason told the Independent. “Our 
focus here in Bristol is always 
community-oriented policing and 
we’ve developed a good rapport 
with the public since we’ve been 

focused on that.”
Some residents will call 

the BPD before calling the 
organizations they probably 
should, he added, because police 
take the time to sit and talk and 
guide them toward the services 
they need.

“But it’s 
the ongoing 
assistance that law 
enforcement can’t 
do,” Nason said.

The Vermont 
State Police has 
created such a 
mental health 
worker position 
at its New Haven 
barracks, and 
Nason believes the 
VSP has seen some 
success with it (See 
related story on 
Page 1A).

The VSP  mental 
health worker is 
available to assist 
Bristol police if 
needed, but the 
couple of times 
BPD has really 
needed it, the 
person was not 
on shift, Nason 
said. “It’s not 
their fault, it’s just 
scheduling.”

If the state 
ever decides to 
add another such 

position to the barracks, that 
would be great, Nason said. 
But it would be even better if 
Bristol had someone in its own 
community “who can come 
to recognize those triggers, or 
recognize when certain behaviors 
seem to be escalating, and then 
can make a nonthreatening call to 
the individual and just say, ‘Hey, 
how are you feeling? Can I help 
you?’”
WHAT IT WOULD COST

Nason estimated a full-time 
position would 
cost about $80,000 
a year.

This would 
represent a 
15% increase 
in the current 
BPD budget 
of $504,000, 
which is funded 
by a relatively 
small number 
of residents and 
businesses within the roughly 
one-square-mile Bristol Police 
District.

But Nason has been 
brainstorming on the position 
with selectboard member Ian 
Albinson and they have concluded 
it might be a viable contender for 
COVID-relief funding through 
the American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA).

Bristol is slated to get nearly 
$1.2 million in ARPA funding 
and has elected to follow the 
U.S. Treasury’s “Final Rule,” 
issued on Jan. 6, which gives 
municipalities more flexibility on 

how to spend that money.
One avenue, Nason suggested, 

would be to fund the position 
through ARPA for the first couple 
of years and then seek additional 
funding — such as the sorts of 
grants that recently allowed the 
department to add a fourth full-
time officer to the force — to 
keep it going.

“I think if we’re able to be 
successful at this, people will be 
able to see the benefit, and it will 
continue,” he said.

Since some of the calls are 
coming from people who live 
outside the police district but 
happen to be in the district when 
they call, selectboard member 
John “Peeker” Heffernan 
wondered if it would make 
more sense to create a town-
funded position that worked 
under the direction of the police 
department.

That could work, too, Nason 
said.

BPD has also explored the 
possibility of partnering with 
Vergennes police or with 
agencies like Counseling Service 
of Addison County or the Turning 
Point Center of Addison County, 
which serves people experiencing 
substance use disorders and other 
addictions.
GOOD IDEA

Bristol resident and Turning 
Point Center Executive Director 
Jennifer Mayhew supports the 
idea of a new position directly 
serving the Bristol Police 
Department.

“(It) would alleviate the 
administrative time it takes to 
care for individuals with mental 
health conditions, which will 
in turn benefit the community 
by lowering the incidences 
of incarceration and/or 
hospitalization,” Mayhew wrote 
in an April 28 Front Porch Forum 
post. “Peer support workers are a 
powerful tool when aligned with 
our law enforcement officers.”

Nason works 
closely with the 
Turning Point 
Center and has been 
a valuable partner, 
Mayhew said.

But “even with 
this partnership 
there are gaps in 
service that he is 
unable to provide,” 
she continued. 
“This new position 

would take the ‘social work’ 
burden off of the untrained PD 
officers and more appropriately 
place the job on a more qualified 
individual who has the time to 
more holistically care for the 
most vulnerable members of our 
community.”

The Bristol selectboard agreed 
it’s an idea worthy of more 
consideration and planned to 
discuss it more formally at a 
future meeting.

Reach Christopher 
Ross at christopherr@
addisonindependent.com.

Bristol
(Continued from Page 1A)

“Our focus here in 
Bristol is always 
community-
oriented policing 
and we’ve 
developed a good 
rapport with the 
public since we’ve 
been focused on 
that.”

— Bristol Police
Chief Bruce Nason

“Peer support 
workers are a 
powerful tool when 
aligned with our 
law enforcement 
officers.”

— Jennifer Mayhew, 
Turning Point Center

FERRISBURGH — The Rokeby 
Museum recently garnered more 
than $130,000 in new funding. 

A $75,000 anonymous gift will 
enable the Rokeby to continue 
sustainable growth, said officials at 
the Ferrisburgh institution.

Starting this month, an 
anonymous donor is committing 
$25,000 per year for three years 
to spark continued growth at the 
Rokeby. 

The anonymous donor had been 
a loyal member and enthusiastic 
supporter of Rokeby Museum 
for a number of years. In a press 
release, the donor said they were 
very excited over the last few years 
to see the institution’s forward 
movement, both as a museum with 
a specific cultural role to play and 
as a well-managed contemporary 
nonprofit organization. 

“We are confident that our 
contribution will further the 
excellence of Rokeby’s creative 
programming and its clear 
commitment to social justice,” the 
anonymous donor said in the press 
release. “It is our hope that others 
will join us in furthering Rokeby’s 
present progress and securing its 

promising future.”
In addition to this three-year gift, 

the museum received two separate 
donations of $20,000 and $12,000 to 
support the institution’s operations 
and educational opportunities. The 
Rokeby Museum also received 
a $25,000 grant from the A.D. 
Henderson Foundation to support 
the development of a pre-K 
program that focuses on anti-racist 
education.

Donor and Rokeby Board 
Trustee Kate Schubart noted why 
she gave to the museum:

“It provides visitors with the 
kind of people-centered history 
that makes critical shifts in the 
American experiment, such as 
the abolitionist era, come alive. 
The knowledge it so memorably 
embodies gives us the tools to 
know history better, so we are less 
likely to be ‘doomed to repeat it.’”

These new funds will enable the 
museum to expand its programming 
to new audiences and ensure the 
long-term sustainability of the 
educational staff and senior staff 
at Rokeby, noted museum Director 
Lindsay Varner.

“Rokeby Museum greatly 

appreciates these generous 
donations and the support of the 
A.D. Henderson Foundation,” 
Varner said. “Over the past couple 
of years, Rokeby committed to 
increasing its staffing capacity to 
grow its programming and outreach 
to share the nationally significant 
story of the Robinson family. This 
includes hiring a full-time director 
for the first time in the museum’s 
history and adding a part-time 
education programs manager to 
focus on the development of grade 
school programming. Gifts and 
grants like these keep the museum 
moving forward and ensure 
Rokeby remains relevant in the 
community.”

The Rokeby Museum is a 
designated National Historic 
Landmark situated on 90 acres 
off Route 7 in Ferrisburgh. The 
museum introduces visitors to 
four generations of the Robinson 
family and their contributions 
to the Abolition movement, 
agriculture, art and literature. The 
education center features an award-
winning permanent exhibit, Free 
& Safe, that documents the site’s 
Underground Railroad history. 

Rokeby Museum receives major gifts

Lincoln school
(Continued from Page 1A)

State
(Continued from Page 10A)

In August, Lincoln residents 
voted by a 3-to-1 margin to 
withdraw from the MAUSD and 
run their own school. The other four 
district towns of Bristol, Monkton, 
New Haven and Starksboro ratified 
Lincoln’s vote this past March.

Save Community Schools has 
been collaborating with officials in 
Ripton, which won independence 
from the Addison Central School 
District earlier this year, to create 
a Mountain District Supervisory 
Union.

Starksboro, which earlier this 

month also voted to leave the 
MAUSD, has been invited to join 
that collaboration.

Lincoln anticipates its 
independent school district will 
become operational on July 1, 
2023, SCS member Jim Warnock 
said.

will generate it,” he wrote.
• “Close ACS and Sell Property 

to Town.” This option, Stroup said, 
would mean starting a process 
that would include three public 
meetings, with at least one held at 
ACS, before holding a board vote 
to offer the building to Addison for 
$1, as per the ANWSD Articles of 
Unification. 

“Our motion on June 13 will be 
to begin the process to close or 
not,” Stroup said on Tuesday.

There is always another 
possibility regardless of what the 
board decides: Stroup wrote to the 
board, “If the Town declines, then 
the ANWSD retains the property.”

• “Maintain for ANWSD 
Educational Purposes.” The board 
is requesting that Soule research if 
ANWSD can find a valid need for 
ACS. 

“We’re going to determine if 
there is an educational purpose. 
That’s our job,” Stroup said. 
“Sheila is going to give us some 
options.”

Options discussed in December 
included moving the ANWSD 
central office to ACS. Board 
members said that move would 
have the downsides of ACS 
needing potentially expensive 
renovations to accommodate a 
new use. 

The district also recently signed 
a new lease for its office space in 
Vergennes. And if the district were 
to merge with the Mount Abraham 
district, as is being discussed 
seriously, renovations could be a 
sunk cost. 

Another option listed on 

Monday in the charge to Soule: 
“pre-K education for residents of 
this District.”

On Tuesday, Stroup suggested 
to the Independent it is possible 
ACS could become a PreK hub 
given a wider-spread need.

“One of the educational 
purposes the ANWSD is best 
able to provide, and that actually 
could be possible at the Addison 
Central School building, with a 
lot of work, is to use that building 
to create a strong PreK set of 
programs there,” he said. 

To do so would require 
a feasibility study, he said, 
especially to determine if the 
location is suitable given that ACS 
is not close to employment hubs, 
especially in Chittenden County.

“Are there enough people in 
Vergennes, in New Haven, and 
maybe Ferrisburgh that would be 
willing to drive their children, or 
get their kids to, Addison?” Stroup 
said. “Most of the people who 
commute are going north, so it’s 
out of their way. But they are so 
desperate for child care they might 
be willing to go there?”
WRENCH IN THE WORKS?

It is possible, but apparently 
unlikely, a new law that 
comprehensively regulates union 
school district governance, H.727, 
could complicate ANWSD’s 
plans.

The law contains an amendment 
added by the Senate that creates a 
two-year moratorium on district-
imposed school closures, unless 
a closure is in progress already, 
approved by voters in the town 
in which a school is located, or 

necessary for the health and safety 
of students and employees. 

Because the law takes effect 
on July 1, Stroup and Rep. Peter 
Conlon, D-Middlebury, a House 
Education Committee member, 
said ANWSD would be able to 
move forward with offering ACS 
back to Addison if it starts the 
process on June 13.

They also believe ANWSD 
should be able to, for example, 
await the results of a feasibility 
study for the building’s use before 
making a final decision to offer it 
to Addison.

Stroup said the ANWSD board 
believes a closure decision would 
be grandfathered under the 
moratorium. 

“We’re making the argument 
that because we’re setting 
ourselves on a path to close it 
before the deadline that even if 
we officially close it after the 
deadline we’ll be OK,” Stroup 
said. “We’re technically meeting 
the requirements of the law.”

Conlon, also an Addison 
Central School Board member, 
agreed, although he said the 
ANWSD board might want to get 
a legal opinion to be sure. He said 
moving AWE is already accounted 
for in the ANWSD’s upcoming 
fiscal year budget, meeting a key 
provision of the new moratorium. 

Conlon said in a situation like 
ANWSD’s the Legislature could 
also amend the law during its 
next session to account for similar 
circumstances, in which a process 
is started but research is needed 
before a final decision.
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VERMONT — Northeast 
Sustainable Agriculture Research 
and Education, known as SARE, is 
accepting preproposals to distribute 
$5 million in funding across its three 
largest grant programs: Research 
and Education, Research for Novel 
Approaches, and Professional 
Development Grants 

Funding in these areas begins 
at $30,000 and can be as much as 
$250,000 for projects growing the 
future of sustainable agriculture 
in the Northeast. The deadline to 
submit preproposals is 5 p.m. EST 
on Aug. 2.

All three grant programs currently 
accepting preproposals are open to 
anyone who works with farmers. 
Professional Development Grants 
are also open to those who work 
with service providers that serve 
the agricultural community. Typical 

projects range from 2-3 years and 
all projects must be completed by 
Nov. 30, 2026.

The Northeast region includes 
Vermont and the rest of New 
England, as well as Delaware, 
Maryland, New Jersey, New York, 
Pennsylvania, West Virginia and 
Washington, D.C.

Northeast SARE has allocated 
$2.25 million for Research and 
Education Grant projects in 2023. 
Research and Education Grants 
range from $30,000 to $250,000 and 
fund projects that result in gains in 
farmer knowledge, awareness, skills 
and attitudes that are then applied to 
make measurable on-farm changes 
leading to greater sustainability.

Research and Education projects 
include an education program for 
farmers that seeks to achieve a 
“performance target” that describes 

the changes in practices, behaviors 
or conditions among farmers 
expected to result from the proposed 
project.

Northeast SARE has allocated 
$1.75 million for Research for 
Novel Approaches Grant projects 
in 2023. Research for Novel 
Approaches Grants range from 
$30,000 to $200,000 and fund 
“proof of concept” projects 
intended to confi rm the benefi t and/
or feasibility of new practices and 
approaches that have high potential 
for adoption by farmers.

These practices and approaches 
may be related to production, 
marketing, business management, 
human resource management and 
other social issues, or other topics 
related to sustainable agriculture.

Northeast SARE has allocated 

BURLINGTON — May 15, was 
a busy, jam-packed day for the 44 
horse-savvy 4-H’ers who took part 
in two competitions: horse judging 
and hippology.

The day began at the Blackrose 
Morgan Farm in Colchester, where 
they judged Morgan geldings in 
hand, stock horse in hand, English 
pleasure and Western pleasure. 
The host farm provided half of the 
horses for the classes, and Erin 
Longworth Performance Horses of 
Milton supplied the other half.

At the conclusion of judging, the 

participants moved to Champlain 
Valley Exposition in Essex Junction 
for hippology, which consisted of 
a general knowledge written test, 
slides and identifi cation stations. 
The scores of all three phases were 
combined for an overall score and 
rankings.Up to 10 rosette ribbons 
were handed out in each age group 
in each contest. 

Local 4-H’er placements in the 
horse judging contest included 
9th place for Hannah Gendreau of 
Orwell in the 12-13-year-old group, 
and 7th place for Shyanne Wedge 

of Shoreham in the 14-and-older 
division.

Winners in the hippology contest 
included another 9th-place fi nish for 
Gendreau and an 8th-place fi nish 
for Wedge in their respective age 
groups

The contests were hosted 
by Chittenden County 4-H in 
collaboration with University 
of Vermont Extension 4-H. For 
information about the Vermont 4-H 
horse program and events, contact 
Wendy Sorrell at wendy.sorrell@
uvm.edu.

ORWELL’S HANNAH GENDREAU, back right, made the top 10 high scorers in the 12- and 13-year-
old age group at the State 4-H Horse Hippology Contest, May 15, claiming two ninth-place nods, one in 
horse judging and one in hippology 

Photo/Cassie Kennett

SHYANNE WEDGE OF SHOREHAM, back, second from left, claimed seventh place in horse judging 
and eighth place in hippology for her age group (14 and over) at the State 4-H Horse Judging Contest on 
May 15, putting her among the top 10 high scorers at the event. 

Photo/Cassie Kennett

Two locals take home hippology honors

$5 million in SARE funds available

(See SARE funding, Page 13A)

Introducing a new pasture mix from Preferred Seed Company designed
 for overseeding and frost seeding!

Introducing a new pasture mix from Preferred Seed Company designed

Want More Out of Your Pastures?

Our Pasture Refresher Mix is a special blend 
of highly palatable forage grasses and clover 
that establish quickly with vigorous growth, 
improving pasture quality and yield. It is an 
excellent choice for frost seeding, over-seeding, 
or no-tilling into an existing pasture.

PASTURE REFRESHER MIX
30% Duo Festulolium
25% Garibatldi Tetraploid Perennial Ryegrass
20% Crown Royale Orchardgrass
15% Zorro Italian Ryegrass
10% Jumbo Ladino Clover

• A premier mix designed for overseeding or 
frost seeding an existing pasture or meadow.

• Improves quality and yield of existing stands.
• Well suited for livestock and horses.
• Can be seeded straight for new stand 

establishment.
• Seed at half rate in two directions when 

broadcasting for best results.
• Seeding Rate: 15-351bs./acre

88 Seymour Street 
Middlebury, VT
middlebury@bbinc.us 
(802)388-7000 | (800)639-7051
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ORWELL — Elise Menguc, a 
third- grade home school student 
from Orwell, received third prize in 
UVM Extension’s 2022 Growing 
Works of Art contest. For the 
contest students from throughout 
Vermont were invited to submit 
an original story and artwork.  The 
theme of this year’s contest was 
“Sharing your TREE-mendous 
story.” A total of 355 students from 
14 schools and 23 families (home 
school and public school students 
working independently) entered 
the contest.

Entries were judged on creativity 
and originality and how well the 
story was told through writing and 
illustration. A Vermont State Park 
punch pass was awarded to the top 
entry in each grade. This year’s 
winners also will appear on Across 
the Fence, University of Vermont 
(UVM) Extension’s weekday farm 
and home program on WCAX-TV 
to read their stories and share their 
drawings.

$1 million for Professional 
Development Grant projects in 2023. 
Professional Development Grants 
range from $30,000 to $150,000 and 
fund train-the-trainer projects that 
develop the knowledge, awareness, 
skills and attitudes among the full 
range of service providers who work 
with farmers, including agricultural 
professionals who teach, advise and 
assist farmers about sustainable 
agriculture practices and strategies 
as well as non-agricultural service 
providers (e.g., attorneys, lenders, 
etc.) that work with farmers.

These service providers then use 
the knowledge, awareness, skills, 
and attitudes they gain in their work 
with farmers.

GRANTMAKING PROCESS
Preproposals are preliminary 

concept documents evaluated 
by independent review teams 
made up of farmers, researchers, 
nonprofi t staff, and agricultural 
service providers. Reviewers 
evaluate proposals on a scale of 1 
to 5 and assign a single score to the 
preproposal based on the extent to 
which it addressed review criteria.

Roughly one-third to one-half of 
preproposals are invited to submit 
full proposals and about one-third 
of full proposals are approved for 
funding by the Northeast SARE 
Administrative Council.

Both invited and not-invited 
applicants receive feedback from 
reviewers. Northeast SARE 

reviewer feedback is an invaluable 
resource for any organization 
looking to write grants related to 
sustainable agriculture.

Northeast SARE will be 
examining its grant programs and 
procedures as part of its Diversity, 
Equity, Inclusion and Justice 
Strategic Plan. To accommodate 
that work, these grant programs 
may not reopen for preproposals in 
2023.

A Preproposal Grant Webinar 
will take place at noon on June 
23. The webinar will explore 
the different grant programs, 
application process, and frequently 
asked questions. Information on 
the webinar is at northeast.sare.org/
NortheastSAREGrantWebinar.

SARE funding 
(Continued from Page 12A)

BURLINGTON — University of 
Vermont Extension, in collaboration 
with the Vermont Fresh Network and 
Dig in Vermont, recently released a 
new regulatory navigation tool for 
agritourism operators.

The free tool is designed to help 
both individuals new to agritourism 
or those interested in expanding 
their enterprises understand and 
access information about the 
permits, laws, licenses, land use 
regulations and liabilities involved 
in Vermont agritourism. It also 

increases accessibility to important 
information, including what steps 
farmers and agribusiness owners 
can take for a successful enterprise.

The information can be accessed 
online at go.uvm.edu/atguide. 
Viewers can select an agritourism 
activity to pursue, then click on the 
image for a “Getting Started Guide” 
that provides information and action 
items specifi c to that enterprise. 
Activities include farmstays, 
on-farm events, food trucks/food 
stands, store or market, summer 

camps, farmstand/pick-your-own, 
food made from farm products and 
farm tours/educational events.

Another useful resource is the 
“Regulatory Checklist,” a seven-
page pdf document that can be 
downloaded and printed. It covers 
basic regulatory information and 
action steps for entering into an 
agritourism operation or activity. It 
also contains additional resources 
for specifi c agritourism businesses, 
such as weddings, summer camps, 
farmstays and on-farm dinners.

Agritourism gets new regulatory tool

Orwell youth 
takes third

A TREE DRAWING and accompanying story by Elise Menguc of Orwell took Third place in UVM 
Extenion’s 2022 Growing Works of Art contest. Her story reads: 

My Elm Tree
I live on a goat farm and I like to climb on the elm tree that’s inside the goats’ pasture. My rabbit coop 

that my dad built is right underneath the tree and it gives them shade and it also gives the goats shade.
Sometimes in the evenings, when me and my sister are fi nished doing our goat chores, I climb the 

tree. It’s fun to climb it because it’s leaning sideways a little and when I get to the top, I can see the 
whole farm.

VERMONT — Registration is now open for the 8th 
annual Vermont Open Farm Week, taking place at farms 
across Vermont on Aug. 7-14. 

This special week in August, hosted by DigIn 
VT, creates an opportunity for folks to connect with 

Vermont’s working landscape, and it’s a great way for 
farmers to engage with their customers and communities. 
Technical assistance for farms is available. 

Register now through July 1 at diginvt.com/blog/
openfarmweekforfarmers.

Registration now open for Open Farm Week

Supporting Agriculture in Addison County 
& Beyond Since 1988

759-2562
4373 Rt 17 West 
Addison, Vermont

There is nothing like
a Vermont spring! 

Get out there and enjoy it!

Reed’s Equipment
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Call 802-872-9600 to schedule 
a FREE site evaluation or visit 
allearthrenewables.com

With as little as 1/10 of an acre you can power up with clean energy
or host a solar system for community use.

You can use the rest of your land for grazing, growing or gathering!

We have options we’d like to show you.

Harvest The Sun
DO YOU LOVE DOGS?

YOU!

How about your 
community?

And local  
businesses?

Well then,  
we have the  

perfect job for

Ye s ,  o f  c o u r s e !

A b s o l u t e l y !

1 0 0 %  v i t a l  t o 
o u r  t o w n s !

T u r n  t o  p a g e  1 1 B  t o  f i n d  y o u r  d r e a m  j o b !

costs for a number of years.
Since it began its work last July 

the merger committee and its paid 
consultant, Tracy Wrend, have 
written the merger document in 
a painstaking fashion, article by 
article, at meeting after meeting, 
and in doing so have considered 
a wide range of issues and 
governance models.

Completion of the document is a 
major milestone in a process that 
could culminate with a 10-town 
vote on Nov. 8.
BASICS

Many of the proposed articles 
cover routine but 
necessary legal topics 
and are more or less 
aligned with the 
founding documents 
of each district under 
Vermont’s Act 46.

If approved, 
the merger would 
essentially be a 
consolidation of 
consolidated districts. 
As such, the only 
two parties necessary 
to form the new district are the 
ANWSD and the MAUSD. The 
merger would require approval 
from a majority of ANWSD voters 
and a majority of MAUSD voters.

If proposed and approved this 
November, the new district, serving 
grades preK-12, would become 
operational on July 1, 2023. At that 
time, the MAUSD and ANWSD 
would cease operations. On Jan. 1, 
2024, those districts would cease 
to exist.

The potential new district would 
assume the assets and debts of 
the forming districts and honor 
existing teaching contracts until 
they expire. No new buildings or 
major renovations are proposed for 
the merged district at this time.

As in the current districts, 
budgets and other public questions 
would be determined by Australian 
ballot.
‘WEIGHTED’ VOTING

District residents would vote to 
elect a new district school board 
at the same time as they voted on 
the merger proposal. If the merger 
is approved, new school board 
members would serve initial terms 
of varying lengths until it sugared 
out that members were all serving 
three-year terms and a third of the 
seats came up for election each 
year.

Once elected, the 15-member 
school board would have the 
authority to prepare the new 
district for operation on July 1.

Following the practice in the 
ANWSD and MAUSD, each 
member community in the proposed 
district (10, as it stands now, nine if 
Lincoln completes its withdrawal 
from the MAUSD) would get at 
least one representative on the 
board. The remaining seats (five 
or, if Lincoln leaves, six) would 

get divvied up among higher-
population communities.

In an effort to achieve more 
accurate and thus more equitable 
representation, the Merger Study 
Committee has proposed that the 
new school board use “weighted 
voting,” something neither forming 
district has used.

Currently the vote of each 
member of the 12-member 
ANWSD and 13-member MAUSD 
boards counts as 1.0.

Voting on the new board would 
carry the weight of the population 
represented.

To use one of the examples in the 
proposed Articles 
of Agreement, 
an Addison 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ’s 
vote in a 10-member 
district would 
weigh 7.47, 
whereas a Bristol 
representative’s vote 
would weigh 20.69.

Voting weights 
would get 
recalculated every 
10 years when the 

new census comes around, or if the 
number of member communities 
changed.
TRANSPORTATION

If the district merger were 
approved on Nov. 8, transportation 
would continue to be provided to 
June 30, 2023, according to the 
contracts, policies and practices in 
place during the 2022-23 school 
year.

In drafting a transportation 
policy for the merged district’s 
first year of operation — likely 
the 2023-24 school year — the 
new school board would “consider 
routes and ride durations that are 
comparable to those in place” 
during the 2022-23 school year.

Starting on July 1, 2024, 
however, the board would simply 
“make all subsequent decisions 
relative to the operation of the new 
district consistent with state and 
federal laws and these Articles of 
Agreement.”
COMMUNITY SCHOOLS

School closure has been one of 
the most contentious topics the 
Merger Study Committee has had 
to address.

MAUSD’s 2016 Articles of 
Agreement prohibit the closure of 
a school without approval from 
voters in the town hosting that 
school.

Without that provision, which 
the school board bolstered with 
additional language in November, 
it’s widely believed that the 
MAUSD articles would not have 
been approved in Lincoln or 
Starksboro.

The widespread perception that 
the provision would not survive the 
transition to a merged district has 
triggered withdrawal campaigns 
in both towns. Lincoln has already 
voted to leave the MAUSD and 

is awaiting state approval to do 
so; last week Starksboro residents 
voted to leave unless the new 
merger rules give them the right 
to decide on closure of Robinson 
Elementary.

The ANWSD has no such 
provision in its articles and the 
school board has shown no 
appetite for including one in a 
future merged district.

Indeed, in July 2020, the 
ANWSD board terminated 
the elementary program at 
Addison Central School despite 
overwhelming voter opposition in 
that town. The ANWSD did not 
have the authority to “close” ACS 
without voter approval until July 
2021, according to that district’s 
articles of agreement, but the 
school board sought and received 
legal advice suggesting it had the 
authority to reassign all of the 
children in the school and replace 
the elementary program with a 
special education program, which 
it did.

Keenly aware of the balancing 
act it needed to perform, the 
Merger Study Committee held 
several discussions on the matter 
of school closure, going over 
successive article drafts with a 
fine-tooth comb.

The articles, as they stand now, 
state that during the first four years 
of operation of the new proposed 
district, an elementary school 
(grades K-5) cannot be closed 
without voter approval in the town 
hosting that school.

After four years, a school can be 
closed if approved by:

• two-thirds of a “quorum” of the 
school board and

• two-thirds of the voters in the 
entire district.

The supermajority requirement 
sets a higher bar for school closure 
than do the Articles of Agreement 
of many unified school districts 
across Vermont.

However, it’s not likely lost 
on the residents of Lincoln and 
Starksboro that, according to 2020 
U.S. Census figures, the two towns 
in such a scenario would have a 
combined voting power of less 
than 17%.
NEXT STEPS

According to a May 11 Front 
Porch Forum post by MAUSD 
board member Sandra Lee, “After 
considering stakeholder feedback, 
the (Merger Study) Committee 
will review the pros and cons of 
forming a union per the Articles of 
Agreement and will recommend, 
or not, that the question goes to the 
voters of ANWSD and MAUSD. 
If recommended, the Committee 
would anticipate sending its 
report and recommendation to the 
Vermont State Board of Education 
by July and scheduling a vote for 
Election Day, November 8, 2022.”

Reach Christopher 
Ross at christopherr@
addisonindependent.com. 

Merger study
(Continued from Page 1A)

V E R G E N N E S 
— People in the 
Vergennes community 
are invited to 
participate in a forum 
for creating a master 
plan for a public art 
corridor that will link 
the historic downtown 
core with the city’s 
parks, Otter Creek 
Basin and gateway 
entrances.

The planning 
forum will take place 
at the Vergennes 
Opera House on 
Thursday, June 2, at 
6 p.m. The gathering 
will provide a fun 
visual and interactive 
introduction as 
participants explore 
the possibilities for 
art — both permanent 
and temporary — and 
sites throughout the 
city. Families and 
children of all ages are 
welcome.

The city of Vergennes was 
recently awarded a $10,000 
municipal planning grant through 
the Vermont Department of Housing 

and Community 
Development, which 
provide the impetus 
to develop the public 
art corridor master 
plan 

Proposed works 
of public art will 
support, complement 
and connect new and 
existing pedestrian 
infrastructure as 
well as increase 
the walkability and 
livability throughout 
the corridor. Public 
art aesthetically 
enhances the public 
realm, supporting the 
local economy and 
regional tourism. 

“Public art will 
strengthen the 
Vergennes brand and 
make connections to 
the region’s history, 
ecology, people 
and culture,” said 
City Manager Ron 
Redmond in a press 

release. 
Planning organizers said the 

process of thinking about and 
discussing this project will be as 

significant and meaningful as the 
product.

Plan goals are to:
• Bring new vibrancy to 

public spaces throughout Vergennes.
• Strengthen pedestrian 

connections throughout the historic 
downtown and the Route 7 gateway 
into Vergennes. Increase walkability 
in the downtown on Main Street 
between Park and Water streets.

• Support brick and-mortar-
retail and dining.

• Strengthen the connection 
between people and place.

• Create new opportunities 
for regional, local and emerging 
artists to participate, learn and 
connect with our community.

• Increase opportunities for 
public-private partnerships through 
the development of public art 
pieces.

• Celebrate Vergennes 
history, culture, ecology and 
community through the process of 
art and place making.

The grant is a collaboration 
between Vergennes Partnership 
and the city of Vergennes with 
consulting aid from the Addison 
County Regional Planning 
Commission.

Help plan the city public art corridor

“Public art will 
strengthen 
the Vergennes 
brand 
and make 
connections 
to the region’s 
history, ecology, 
people and 
culture.”

— City Manager 
Ron Redmond

Once elected, 
the 15-member 
school board 
would have 
the authority 
to prepare the 
new district for 
operation on 
July 1.

Four local students have been 
named to the president’s list 
at southern New Hampshire 
University for the winter term. 
They include Stephanie McGrath 

of Brandon, Taylor Duffy of 
Bristol, Anne Cioffredi of New 
Haven and Sasha Bradford of 
Shoreham. 

Full-time undergraduate 

students who have earned a 
minimum grade-point average of 
3.700 and above are named to the 
list. 

ADDISON 
COUNTY School Briefs

Bunny snack
MIDDLEBURY RESIDENT DOTTIE Nelson said her family are observing No Mow May by not 

mowing their backyard as a way to provide a better environment for pollinators. Turns out that 
this rabbit is also really happy about it because the yard now has a healthy crop of dandelions. It 
“helps” by eating them as fast as it can.

Photo by Dottie Nelson
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The hound training season for bears, raccoons, and other 
wildlife starts on June 1st. Packs of uncontrolled hounds 
in pursuit of wildlife damage property, harass, and attack 
domestic animals. This can happen even in the middle of 

the night.

HOUNDING 
VIOLATES YOUR 

PRIVATE 
PROPERTY RIGHTS

Learn more at 
www.ProtectOurWildlifeVT.org or 

info@protectourwildlifevt.org

robert black 
architect  teacher  facilitator  artist

p.o.box401  brandon  vt  05733
* * *

* * *

What if you could fall in love
with your house all over again?

Robert Black will help you make simple changes
 to create space...let in light...enhance comfort...

that will transform your home and your life! 

Email or call today to learn how you and your house can bene�t!

Over 45 years bringing creative design solutions to homes  
& additions that have changed people’s lives for the better!

    robert@robertblack.biz   (734) 604-8277

 �ne

“Robert is great to interact with.  He enjoys brainstorming ideas 
with clients, and the energy he brings to the process is infectious."

“We’ve worked with Robert many times .  He integrated so many features 
despite constraints on the size of the building envelope; �e kitchen ‘bump-out’ 

that Robert designed added only 80 sq. ft. - yet solved a half-dozen issues.” 
                                                                                                  - Tim & Karen

HOMEtuning �ne
SMALL CHANGES=BIG IMPACT

A 16’ X 25’ addition
creatively included
a new Master Suite,
Guest Bedroom and
Bath plus o�ces for
both Tim & Karen >

< View into the new
Pantry - a part of an 
80 sq.ft. “bump-out” 
to improve Kitchen
functionality - while
solving a number of
historic issues in the 
mid-1800’s residence.

Pollinators
(Continued from Page 1A)

(See Threats, Page 16A)

with ag in Vermont they put a lot 
of words on paper,” he said. But 
he’s not sure how much longer 
his business can continue without 
some action to curb these poisons.

The problem was laid out clearly 
in H.626. As introduced, the bill 
listed a number of findings:

• Roughly a third of the global 
food supply and 75% of all 
agricultural crops — including 
many of the fruits, vegetables, nuts 
and seeds we eat — depend on 
pollination by bees, birds and other 
wildlife.

• Native pollinators are vital to 
Vermont’s agricultural systems, 
and protecting their health is 
essential to preserving the viability 
of farming in the state.

• Neonicotinoid pesticides were 
introduced in the 1990s, were 
rapidly adopted by the farmers, and 
are now the world’s most widely 
applied class of pesticide.

• In Vermont, these pesticides 
are most commonly found as 
powdered coatings on seeds and 
are applied almost every time 
treated seed is planted.

• Seed coatings violate the 
science-based principles of 
integrated pest management, which 
recommend applying pesticides 
not on the presumption of a pest 
problem but only when pests are 
present at damaging levels and 
other control methods have failed.

• Consequently, the use or 
overuse of neonicotinoid pesticides 
has been linked to pollinator 
decline worldwide.

The bill went on to cite multiple 
studies demonstrating the 
connections between neonicotinoid 
pesticides and colony collapse 
disorder or poor colony 
performance in bees. 

It pointed out that the Vermont 
Pollinator Protection Committee, 
created in 2016 by the Legislature, 
recommended multiple changes 
to the state’s pesticide rules to 
mitigate the effects of neonicotinoid 
pesticides on pollinators. 

That was five years ago. None of 
those recommendations has been 
implemented.

H.626 in its original form also 

noted that the EPA continues to 
allow neonicotinoid pesticides 
for agricultural and other uses 
— despite the federal agency’s 
own findings that three of the 
formulations were highly toxic to 
bees and birds, likely to adversely 
affect more than two-
thirds of endangered 
species.

On May 12, H.626 
passed the House 
and the Senate and 
was sent to Gov. 
Phil Scott for his 
signature.
TOO LITTLE

By that time, all 
of the findings above 
had been crossed out 
with big red lines.

They’ve been replaced with 
carefully worded legal definitions 
for things like “cumulative” and 
“pest.” The revised bill does not 
ban neonicotinoid pesticides, 
even temporarily until they can be 
properly regulated. It just directs 
the Ag Secretary to work with the 
“Agricultural Innovation Board” to 
come up with some proposed rules.

The Agricultural Innovation 

Board was created by the 
Legislature last year to replace 
the Vermont Pesticide Advisory 
Council. The council, which 
had been created in 1986, was 
required by law to “recommend 
targets with respect to the state 

goal of achieving an 
overall reduction in 
the use of pesticides 
consistent with sound 
pest or vegetative 
m a n a g e m e n t 
practices.”

It was also 
supposed to provide 
an annual report 
describing the state’s 
progress in meeting 
those targets, but 
the Ag Agency 

successfully pushed to have that 
requirement removed in 2018, 
according to a report in VT Digger.

In that same report, Digger noted 
that pesticide information was 
so hard to get that environmental 
advocacy group Regeneration 
Vermont had had to file a Freedom 
of Information Act request — and 
then threaten legal action — to 
obtain copies of commercial 

pesticide reports.
The Ag Agency blamed the 

unavailability of data on computer 
woes.

The Pesticide Advisory Council 
was replaced with the Agricultural 
Innovation Board last year “to 
create a more holistic approach 
to pesticide management and 
policymaking in the state,” 
according to the Ag Agency.

Currently there is no one 
representing the interests of 
beekeepers on the 13-member 
board.
TOO LATE

H.626 requires the Ag Secretary 
to submit proposed pesticide rules 
to House and Senate committees no 
later than March 1, 2024.

But Charles Mraz doesn’t know 
if he’ll still be in business then.

“If things continue like they’ve 
been for the last two years, we 
definitely won’t be around,” Mraz 
told the Independent.

Champlain Valley Apiaries 
was founded in 1931 by Mraz’s 
grandfather Charles Mraz. The 
company treats its bees organically, 

and its methods of breeding for 
disease-resistant and winter-hardy 
bees have been widely adopted.

But neonicotinoid pesticides 
have “turned the bee industry 
on its head,” Mraz said. “Our 
whole industry has changed. 
We’ve become bee replacers, not 
beekeepers.”

Nationally, beekeepers are 
losing more than 40% of their bee 
populations every year, he said. 
The last two seasons, Champlain 
Valley Apiaries has suffered losses 
of more than 50%.

“Two summers ago, at the 
height of the season, we had 
1,140 colonies,” Mraz explained. 
“And what’s happening is they’re 
collapsing. They start collapsing in 

the fall, and you end up with the 
bees just basically gone, and just 
a few bees left in the hive. They 
can’t maintain the brood because 
they don’t have enough bees to do 
it. It’s a dead hive.”

The effects are often worse in the 
winter. According to a 2020 study 
published in Frontiers in Ecology 
and Evolution, neonicotinoid 
pesticides are more toxic to bees 
at lower temperatures, which has 
implications for overwintering 
populations. 

“The crashing continues 
through the winter,” Mraz 
confirmed. “And when that 
happens you end up with a pile 
of dead bees on the bottom board 

THE USE OR overuse of neonicotinoid pesticides has been linked the worldwide decline of pollinators 
like these Champlain Valley Apiaries honeybees.

Photos by Caleb Kenna

Neonicotinoid 
pesticides have 
“turned the bee 
industry on its 
head … We’ve 
become bee 
replacers, not 
beekeepers.”

— Chaz Mraz
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If  you’re not sleeping, 
maybe you’re doing it wrong.

  

MAUI™
MEDIUM

      Twin Set ...... $849
     Full Set ........... $949
      Queen Set ........... $995
   King Set ............... $1399
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Threats
(Continued from Page 15A)

of the hive and no bees in the 
equipment.”
LESS RESILIENT

The chemical companies that 
manufacture these pesticides say 
it’s not the pesticides that are 
killing the bees but the varroa mite, 
a parasite that attacks and feeds on 
honey bees and can only reproduce 
in honey bee colonies. The mite 
can cause bee population crashes 
and hive death.

But Mraz believes the chemicals 
are making it impossible for the 
bees to withstand the mites.

“A beekeeper’s defense to 
anything like the 
varroa mite is to breed 
their survivors,” Mraz 
said. “Eventually, as 
it’s been throughout 
our history with pretty 
much any disease, we 
breed our bees out of 
the problem.”

But the bees are 
now being sickened 
by neonicotinoid 
pesticides, which 
are applied to the 
corn seeds Vermont 
farmers use to grow 
food for their cows. 
The chemicals are 
vastly more toxic than 
the carcinogenic organophosphate 
pesticides they were designed to 
replace, and about 95% of the 
chemicals never make it into the 
plants they’re meant to protect. 

The chemicals are designed to 
attack the nervous systems of target 
insects, causing uncontrollable 
shaking, paralysis and death.

“The bees, under the pressure 
of these chemicals, are not 
overcoming the mite problem,” 
Mraz said. “They’re not winning 
against the varroa mite. I strongly 
feel that if we had the bees 
of the 1980s and ’90s (before 
neonicotinoid pesticides became 
prevalent), the bees would be 
snacking on these mites by now.”

In a way, Mraz said, some of the 
most productive bees have become 
victims of their own success.

“Because they’re more 
productive they’re bringing more 
of this stuff into the hive and 

they’re dying from it,” he said. “As 
a result, we’re losing a lot of good 
genetics in our bees.”
BANNED

The European Union banned 
neonicotinoid pesticides in 2018 
because of the danger they pose 
to bees. A report from the EU 
Scientific Risk Assessors earlier 
that year had found that the 
pesticides had contaminated soil 
and water and had appeared in 
wildflowers and succeeding crops, 
according to reporting by The 
Guardian.

“Europe is more cautious in its 
approach,” Mraz said. “They need 

to prove that neonics 
are safe before they 
keep using them. 
Here we use them 
and then we have to 
prove that they’re 
harmful. And it’s 
like, ‘What world do 
you want to live in?’”

Later this year, the 
U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency 
will decide whether 
to allow the 
continued use — for 
the next 15 years — 
of four prominent 
n e o n i c o t i n o i d 
pesticides that have 

devastated bees, butterflies and 
other insects. It’s widely expected 
the EPA will agree to extend their 
use.

“I don’t know who’s driving 
the train,” Mraz said. “It doesn’t 
seem like anybody wants to take 
responsibility for doing things 
anymore. We created the EPA for 
these things not to happen, and the 
EPA has failed.”
WINNERS, LOSERS

At some point, Champlain 
Apiaries is going to have to make 
a “strictly business” decision about 
its future.

“It’s just gotten worse and worse 
for us,” Mraz said. “We love our 
bees, we love what we do, we 
raised our families on this. I’m a 
third-generation farmer. We’ve 
been doing this for 91 years, and I 
don’t want to end it by any means. 
But at some point you have to 
make the decision. At some point 

it’s going to come down to where 
we can’t make enough money to 
stay open or to justify what we’re 
doing.”

Meanwhile, the global nicotinoid 
market generated $4.42 billion in 
revenue in 2018 — double what 
it had been in the previous decade 
— according to an investigation by 
The Intercept. 

And the industry is intent on 
protecting that market.

“Lobbying documents and 
emails obtained by The Intercept 
show a vast strategy to influence 
academics, beekeepers, and 
regulators, and to divert attention 
away from the potential harm 
caused by pesticides,” the 
investigation revealed. “In 
the meantime, the effects are 
being seen in massive die-offs. 
Certain insect species are nearing 
extinction.”

Environmental advocacy group 

Friends of the Earth, which has 
been documenting the lobbying 
tactics of pesticide makers, noted 
that “the pesticide industry is using 
Big Tobacco’s PR tactics to try 
and spin the science about their 
products’ links to bee declines 
and delay action while they keep 
profiting.”

But the pesticides make things 
easier for farmers.

“Because seeds could be 
pretreated with neonics, which 
were absorbed and expressed 
through the tissue, nectar, 
and pollen, they could be also 
produced on an industrial scale, 
providing agriculture crops 
with an efficient insect-killing 
capability without the need for 
expensive spray treatments or 
constant reapplication,” The 
Intercept noted. “In other words, 
farmers could soak the ground and 
seeds with enormous amounts of 

the compound to avoid problems 
from pests in the future. The 
delivery mechanism saved money 
for farmers but set the conditions 
for chronic overuse of the 
pesticides.”

Mraz knows farmers don’t want 
to harm the environment.

“The industry created this 
problem, not farmers,” he said. 
“When I can have a one-on-one 
conversation with a farmer, they 
understand what I’m talking 
about, but the industry is feeding 
them with all kinds of BS. I think, 
personally, if dairy farmers truly 
understood how dangerous these 
pesticides were, they would not 
want any part of it.”
WATERED DOWN

Mraz was disappointed with the 
course the Legislature took with 
H.626. But he’s been here before.

“I’ve been testifying on this issue 
from day one,” he said. “I’d been 

in on two previous bills and this 
was the third. The difference now 
is that there’s a lot more people 
that’s sitting beside me. People are 
starting to understand. This stuff 
is going to come to light at some 
point, and people are going to have 
to decide what side they’re going 
to be on when it does.”

But until the pressure of these 
pesticides is taken off his bees, it’s 
really a no-win situation, he said.

“If we’d stopped using them, 
at least I would see a glimmer of 
light at the end of the tunnel and be 
able to say, ‘Well, you know, we’re 
going to suffer, but we can keep it 
going until it’s better.”

As it is now, he doesn’t know.
“These chemical practices aren’t 

sustainable. I think eventually, 
with technology, we can find a 
better way to do this, but I also 
worry it’s not going to come until 
all the damage has been done.”

“The industry 
created this 
problem, not 
farmers … I 
think, personally, 
if dairy farmers 
truly understood 
how dangerous 
these pesticides 
were, they would 
not want any 
part of it.”

— Chaz Mraz
FOLLOWING IN THE footsteps of his grandfather Charles Mraz, who in the mid-20th-century was an outspoken critic of DDT, beekeeper 

Charles “Chaz” Mraz of Champlain Valley Apiaries has testified multiple times in front of the Vermont General Assembly, pleading for better 
regulation of the neonicotinoid pesticide-treated seeds that are killing bees and other important pollinators.

Photo by Caleb Kenna
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HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Boys’ Lacrosse

5/11 MAV vs OV ............................15-10
5/12 MUHS vs Mt. Mansfield ...........16-9
5/13 Burlington at MUHS ................ Ppd.
5/14 Stowe vs Mt. Abe .....................13-4
5/14 OV vs Fairfax ...........................11-5
5/16 Rice at Mt. Abe ..............Postponed
5/17 MUHS vs Mt. Mansfield ...........13-5
5/17 OV vs Randolph ........................5-3
5/17 MUHS vs Mt. Mansfield ...........13-5 
5/18 Milton at Mt. Abe ......................Late

Girls’ Lacrosse
5/11 St. Albans vs  MUHS ...............14-6
5/12 Hartford vs MAV ......................16-3
5/13 MAV vs Lamoille ......................20-6
5/14 S. Burlington vs MUHS  ...........16-4
5/16 Rutland at MUHS ...........Postponed
5/16 MAV at St. Albans ............Canceled
5/17 MAV vs Colchester ..................17-2

Softball
5/12 Mt. Abe vs MUHS ....................17-0
5/12 Enosburg vs VUHS ..................13-1
5/12 Green Mt. vs OV ......................13-5
5/14 Mt. Abe vs Enosburg .................8-5
5/14 MUHS vs Milton ............. 12-10 (12)
5/16 Burr & Burton at OV .......Postponed
5/17 MUHS at Rice ............. Ppd. to 5/18
5/17 Mt. Abe vs Mt. Abe ...................20-8
5/17 OV vs Windsor .........................20-1

Baseball
5/12 OV vs Green Mt.  .....................13-0
5/12 Enosburg vs VUHS .............. 8-7 (9)
5/12 Mt. Abe vs MUHS ....................11-3
5/14 Milton vs MUHS .......................10-4
5/14 Mt. Abe vs Enosburg .................7-2
5/14 Missisquoi vs VUHS ..................5-3
5/16 Blue Mt. at VUHS ............Canceled
5/17 VUHS at Mt. Abe ......Susp. to 5/18,
.................................Eagles leading, 5-4
5/17 MUHS at Missisquoi ... Ppd. to 5/18
5/17 Windsor vs OV .........................10-9

Boys’ Tennis
5/11 S. Burlington vs MUHS ..............5-2
5/12 MUHS vs CVU ...........................4-3
5/13 MUHS at Rice ..................Canceled

Girls’ Tennis
5/11 Montpelier vs  MUHS  ................6-1
5/13 MUHS vs Rice  ..........................4-3
5/16 MUHS vs St. Albans ..................4-3
5/18 Spaulding at MUHS  ................Late

COLLEGE SPORTS

Women’s Lacrosse
NCAA D-III Tournament

5/14 Geneseo St vs St. Joseph’s ....19-2
5/15 Midd vs Geneseo St. ...............22-6

Baseball
NESCAC Final Four at Trinity

5/13 Midd vs Amherst  .....................14-8
5/14 Midd vs Colby ........................16-14
5/15 Hamilton vs Midd .....................17-3
5/15 Midd vs Hamilton .....................12-8

By ANDY KIRKALDY
ADDISON COUNTY — The 

high school baseball schedule 
between May 11 and 17 called for 
Mount Abraham to play two games 
against their close county rivals, 
but the Eagles only played one-
and-a-half of them. 

On May 12 the Eagles defeated 
Middlebury, but rain struck on 
Tuesday while they were playing 
Vergennes, and that game — a 
close one — was suspended to 
Wednesday, after the deadline for 
this edition. 

Elsewhere, the Commodores 
lost two close games on the road, 
MUHS lost once, and Otter Valley 
split a pair of contests.
EAGLES-VUHS

When VUHS visited Mount Abe 
on Tuesday, the game started with 
on-and-off showers that eventually 
became steadier, and the umpires 
called it with the Eagles up, 5-4, in 

the fourth. It was set to resume on 
Wednesday afternoon.

The Commodores struck first 
with a pair of runs off Eagle starter 
Gus Hill, who allowed four runs 
(two earned) on two hits and one 
walk, and struck out six in four 
innings. 

Mount Abe rallied to score five 
straight off Tyler Kimball, who 
allowed the five runs, none earned, 
on two hits and four walks while 
whiffing three. In the difficult 
conditions the teams combined for 
seven errors, five by the Eagles.

Adam Mansfield had a hit and 
two RBIs for Mount Abe, while 
Carter Monks had a hit and scored 
a run. Chance Denecker picked up 
an RBI and scored a run, and Hill, 
Norm Benoit and Tanner Castillo 
also scored.

For VUHS Kimball had a hit 
and an RBI, and Parker Kayhart 

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — The Mount 

Abraham-Vergennes girls’ lacrosse 
team stumbled to only its second 
loss of the season this past 
Thursday. Undefeated Division II 
title contender Hartford thumped 
the visiting Commodores, 16-3. 
Only Txuxa Konczal-Doherty, 
Nell Harvey and Annie Dufault 
found the net as the Hurricanes 
limited MAV to eight shots on 
goal, while goalie Carley Cook 
made six saves. 

To be fair, MAV was shorthanded 
due to an academic scheduling 
conflict for a couple players, 
but Coach Marikate Kelley was 
looking for improved play when 
her team, which remained in 
second place in D-II after the 
setback, took the field on Friday 
against Lamoille.

Fortunately, Kelley said that’s 
what she saw in the Commodores’ 
20-7 victory the next day. MAV 
also ran past visiting Colchester 
on Tuesday, 17-2, to improve their 
record to 9-2. Unofficially, they 
remain in second place in Division 
II behind Hartford.

“There were a lot of things we 

talked about that game that we 
started right from today to work 
on,” Kelley said on Friday. “And 
slowly we started to figure those 
things out and execute them. The 
second half we executed that stuff 
pretty well.”

Specifically, she said the team 
started connecting passes better 
in transition, and also positioning 
themselves better to put more 
pressure on their opponents when 
moving the ball up the field. 
Against Hartford, Kelley said, the 
Commodores were limiting each 
other’s options by not making 
good, aggressive cuts to get open 
down the field. 

“Part of what we had trouble 
with is everybody wanted to be the 
back pass on our transition, and 
nobody took off,” she said. “So we 
tried to get people chugging up the 
field.”

What Kelley also called “the 
mental piece” worked for the 
Commodores. They pulled 
together, shrugged off Thursday’s 
setback and started strong against 
Lamoille, with five goals in the first 
7:39 — two from Elena Bronson 

MAV SENIOR HALLE Huizenga lines up an open shot vs. Lamoille on Saturday. This one went just 
wide, but Huizenga made the most of another opportunity as the Commodores defeated the Lancers, 
20-7. 

Independent photo/Steve James

EAGLE SENIOR ADAM Mansfield gets ready to take a cut at a Commodore pitch on Tuesday. Mansfield 
had a hit and two RBIs before rain suspended the game in the fourth inning. It was set to resume at 
Mount Abe on Wednesday with the Eagles up by a run. 

Independent photo/Steve James

MAV girls’ lax claims big 
wins after tough road loss

(See Lacrosse, Page 3B)

Eagle nine tops MUHS; 
rain halts VUHS game

(See Baseball, Page 2B)

By ANDY KIRKALDY
MIDDLEBURY — The 

Middlebury Union High School 
girls’ tennis team moved over 
.500 by prevailing in two out three 
recent matches.

Last week the Tigers edged 
Rice on Friday, 4-3, after losing 
to defending Division II champion 
Montpelier on May 11, 6-1. On 
Monday, the Tigers won at St. 
Albans, 4-3, even though they 
were shorthanded and the match 
was moved indoors in St. Albans 
due to the day’s thunderstorms in 
Middlebury.

The Rice match was a 
continuation of a contest postponed 
from April when rain struck 
with the Tigers on top, 2-1. The 
remaining four individual matches 
were picked up where they left off 
previously. 

Most were hotly contested, 
and MUHS picked up the overall 

victory by winning three of four 
matches that went to extended 
tiebreakers.

No. 5 singles player Kaya 
Wright and the doubles teams of 
Audrey Carpenter and Caroline 
Nicolai and Maeve Roche and Oni 
Krizo prevailed in those nailbiters 
to give the Tigers the overall win. 
Middlebury’s No. 2 singles player 
Julia Bartlett won more easily. 

The scores in the individual 
matches vs. Rice were:

At No. 1 singles, At No. 1 
singles, Carolina Ciardiello (R) 
defeated Scarlet Carrara (MUHS), 
6-4, 5-7, 10-6.

At No. 2 singles, Bartlett (M) 
defeated Anna Wolters (R), 6-1, 
6-0.

At No. 3 singles, Evie Quinlin 
(R) defeated Talia Cotroneo (M), 
6-4, 6-1.

At No. 4 singles, Sophia Strouse 
(R) defeated Paige Hescock (M), 

6-1, 6-0.
At No. 5 singles, Wright (M) 

defeated Gabby Sneddon (R), 3-6, 
6-3, 11-9.

At No. 1 doubles, Carpenter/
Nicolai (M) defeated Libby 
Stevens/Aurora Moulaert (R), 1-6, 
6-2, 10-8.

At No. 2 doubles, Roche/Krizo 
(M) defeated Grace Marroquin/
Ella McCormick (R), 6-2, 2-6, 
12-10.

The Tigers’ loss to Montpelier 
was a rematch of the 2021 D-II final, 
won by the Solons. Only Bartlett 
at No. 2 singles won her match vs. 
the Solons, although matches were 
generally competitive.

At No. 1 singles, Daphne 
Lassner (Mont.) defeated Carrara 
(MUHS), 6-4, 5-7, 10-6.

At No. 2 singles, Bartlett 
(MUHS), defeated Grace Murphy 
(Mont.), 6-2, 6-1.

TIGER NO. 1 GIRLS’ tennis player Scarlet Carrara sets up for a baseline forehand during her May 13 
match against Rice’s Daphne Lassner, which Lassner took in a tight tiebreaker. MUHS took the overall 
match, however. 

Independent photo/Steve James

Girls’ tennis takes two of three

By ANDY KIRKALDY
MIDDLEBURY — The second-

ranked Middlebury College 
women’s lacrosse team cruised past 
visiting No. 23 SUNY Geneseo, 
22-6, in an NCAA Division III 
second-round game on Sunday.     

The 18-1 Panthers will next host 
a four-team NCAA regional this 
weekend, taking on Chicago (18-
1) at 11:30 a.m. on Saturday. Colby 
(15-3) and William Smith (18-1) 
will meet at 2:30 p.m. on Saturday, 
and Saturday’s winners will meet 
at 1 p.m. on Sunday for the right 

to advance to the final four the 
following weekend in Salem, Va. 

This past Sunday, the Geneseo 
(15-4), which had defeated St. 
Joseph’s of Maine, 19-2, on Kohn 
Field the day before, hung with 
Middlebury for a half. The Knights 
trailed by 9-5 at the break.

But Middlebury outscored 
Geneseo by 13-1 in the second 
half, including five straight goals 
when play restarted. 

Jane Earley scored six goals 
and controlled six draws for the 
Panthers, while Maggie Coughlin 

recorded four goals and four 
assists. Hope Shue (four goals) 
and Kelcey Dion (two goals, two 
assists) also contributed to the 
attack, while Erica Barr scooped 
four groundballs and caused three 
turnovers. 

Annie Enrietto returned from 
injury to the Panther goal and made 
five saves. Two Geneseo goalies 
combined for seven stops. Hannah 
Marafioti scored three times for 
the Knights, and picked up three 
groundballs. 

Panther women’s lax to host regional
(See Tennis, Page 5B)

Tigers edge Rice, Spaulding after setback to Solons
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There’s a NEW CHOICE in 
Trash and Recycling in Middlebury

Ask about our new Curbside Pickup of trash,
recycling and compost

Also offering Commercial and Residential
Roll-off and rear-load dumpsters

Competitive pricing! Family owned
Fully Insured and Environmentally Friendly

Acker Waste Management is taking residential trash and recycling every 
Tuesday and Thursday afternoon 2-6PM and Saturdays 8am-12 noon
$4.00 per bag for kitchen garbage (13 gal).   |   $6.00 per bag for standard trash (30 gal.)

$8.00 per bag for Contractor bags (40+ gal.)

At Quesnel Farm, 1442 Rt 7 North.
Ackerwastemenagement.com
Wade Acker • (802) 349-2414Wade, Henry and Tatum Acker

singled, walked and scored a run. 
Zeke Dubois, Gabe Scribner and
Peyton Paquette scored the other 
runs. 
EAGLES-MUHS

On May 12, the host Eagles 
coasted past the Tigers, 11-3, as 
Neil Guy earned the pitching 
win and had two hits, including 
a homer. Mansfi eld also homered 
for Mount Abe, while Denecker 
knocked out three hits, and Ethan 
Thompson and Reiss Hendee had 
two hits apiece. 

Tucker Morter led MUHS with 
a pair of hits, and Jack Wallace
took the pitching loss.

On Saturday, the Eagles 
defeated host Enosburg, 7-2, as 
Mansfi eld tossed a complete-game 
three-hitter while fanning 11. 

Also on Saturday, host Milton 
defeated the Tigers, 10-4, leaving 
them with a 1-9 record after their 
Tuesday game at Missisquoi was 
postponed until Wednesday.
COMMODORES

On May 12, host Enosburg 
edged VUHS in nine innings, 
8-7. Shea Howrigan scored the 
winning run, doubling, stealing 
third and scoring on a fi elder’s 
choice. 

Xavier DeBlois had drilled a 
three-run double in the seventh 
to give VUHS the lead, but the 
Hornets tied the game in the 
bottom of the inning to force extra 
innings. Nate Muzzy and Elijah 
Duprey added two hits apiece. 
Muzzy started and went fi ve 
innings, and Kimball took the loss 
after tossing 3.1 innings of relief. 

On Saturday, host Missisquoi 
nipped the Commodores, 5-3, 
as Parker Hakey tossed three 
scoreless innings for the T-Birds. 
Overall, MVU limited VUHS 
to four singles. Paquette went 
the distance for VUHS and took 
the loss, allowing seven hits and 

fanning fi ve.   
OTTERS

On May 12, the Otters blanked 
host Green Mountain Union, 13-0, 
in fi ve innings. Andy McEnerny
tossed the shutout for OV.

Colton Cone, Ethan Blow and
Fraser Pierpont each had three 
hits and multiple RBIs, while Ben 
Adams, Isaac Whitney and Matt 

Bryant had two hits.
On Tuesday, host Windsor 

rallied with four runs in the sixth 
and seventh innings to edge OV, 
10-9. Mason Fortin’s seventh-
inning walk-off hit plated the 
winning run as OV dipped to 5-8. 
Blow and McEnerny led OV with 
two hits apiece.

TYLER KIMBALL GOT the start on the mound for VUHS in 
Tuesday’s rain-shortened game at Mount Abe. It was set to resume 
on Wednesday with the Eagles up, 5-4, in the fourth inning.

Independent photo/Steve James

Baseball 
(Continued from Page 1B)

ScheduleSchedule
HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

Boys’ Lacrosse
5/19 S. Burlington at MUHS ..... 4:30 PM
5/20 Rice at MUHS ................... 4:30 PM
5/21 Mt. Abe at Fairfax .................11 AM
5/24 Essex at MUHS ....................  4 PM
5/24 Mt. Abe at Colchester ....... 4:30 PM
5/21 OV at Brattleboro ..................11 AM
5/26 Stratton at OV ................... 4:30 PM
5/27 CVU at MUHS .................. 4:30 PM

Girls’ Lacrosse
5/20 MAV at St. J ...................... 4:30 PM
5/21 Essex at MUHS ....................11 AM
5/23 MUHS at Brattleboro  ............ 5 PM
5/24 Milton at MAV ................... 4:30 PM
5/25 MUHS at CVU  ................. 4:30 PM
5/27 MAV at Rice ...................... 4:30 PM
5/28 MUHS at St. Albans ..............11 AM

Softball
5/19 VUHS at Milton ................. 4:30 PM
5/19 MUHS at Enosburg ........... 4:30 PM
5/20 Mt. Abe at Rice ................. 4:30 PM
5/21 MUHS at VUHS ....................11 AM
5/21 Mt. Abe at Milton ...................11 AM
5/21 Brattleboro at OV ..................11 AM
5/24 OV at Mt. Anthony ............ 4:30 PM
5/24 Mt. Abe at MUHS .............. 4:30 PM
5/24 Enosburg at VUHS ........... 4:30 PM
5/26 Rice at VUHS ................... 4:30 PM
5/26 Milton at MUHS ................ 4:30 PM
5/26 OV at Hartford .................. 4:30 PM
5/28 OV at Fair Haven  ............. 4:30 PM

Baseball
5/19 MUHS at Enosburg ........... 4:30 PM
5/19 VUHS at Milton ................. 4:30 PM
5/19 Mt. Abe at Missisquoi ........ 4:30 PM
5/21 Mt. Abe at Milton ...................11 AM
5/21 MUHS at VUHS ....................11 AM
5/21 Brattleboro at OV ..................11 AM
5/24 Mt. Abe at MUHS .............. 4:30 PM
5/24 Enosburg at VUHS ........... 4:30 PM
5/26 Missisquoi at VUHS .......... 4:30 PM
5/26 Milton at MUHS ................ 4:30 PM
5/26 Hartford at OV .................. 4:30 PM
5/26 Enosburg at Mt. Abe  ........ 4:30 PM
5/28 OV at Fair Haven ..................11 AM

Boys’ Tennis
5/20 N. Country at MUHS ......... 3:30 PM
5/23 MUHS at Harwood  ........... 3:30 PM
5/25 U-32 at MUHS .................  3:30 PM

Girls’ Tennis
5/20 MUHS at N. Country  ........ 3:30 PM
5/23 Harwood at MUHS  ........... 3:30 PM
5/25 MUHS at U-32  ................. 3:30 PM
5/27 MUHS at Montpelier  ........ 3:30 PM

Track & Field
5/19 .................Mt. Abe/ VUHS at MUHS
5/25...........Mt. Abe/MUHS at Colchester
5/28....... Mt. Abe/MUHS/VUHS at Essex
5/31................... Mt. Abe/MUHS at MMU
6/4......................D-II State Meet at U-32
6/4.........................D-III Meet at Windsor

COLLEGE SPORTS
Women’s Lacrosse

NCAA D-III Regional at Midd
5/20 Midd vs Chicago ...................11 AM
5/20 William Smith vs Colby ..... 2:30 PM
5/21 Final ....................................... 1 PM

Baseball
NCAA D-III Regional at Rochester

Double Elimination
5/19 Midd vs Rochester ............ 2:30 PM
5/20-22 ...............................Games TBD
Given rapidly changing schedules those 
interested in attending or viewing events 
are advised to check school websites for 
the latest updates

HARTFORD, Conn. — The 
Middlebury baseball team on 
Sunday claimed the NESCAC 
crown and an NCAA Division III 
tournament bid by scoring seven 
runs in the top of the ninth inning 
to erase an 8-5 defi cit and defeat 
Hamilton, 12-8. 

Hamilton (21-17) had forced 
a winner-take-all game in the 
double-elimination tournament by 
thumping the Panthers, 17-3, in the 
fi rst of two Sunday games between 
the teams.

On Monday, the 29-12 Panthers, 

who won the program’s second 
NESCAC title and fi rst since 2006, 
learned they’ll head to a four-
team, double-elimination NCAA 
regional hosted by Rochester 
University that will run from May 
20 to 22. 

The Panthers will open vs. host 
Rochester (30-14) on Friday, May 
20, at 2:30 p.m. Their schedule 
from there will depend on results. 
The other teams at the regional 
are Eastern Connecticut (39-3) 
and Swarthmore (22-17), who will 
also meet on Saturday. Middlebury 

has not played any of these teams 
— nor any other NCAA qualifi er 
— this spring. 

Before the Panthers’ decisive 
rally in the NESCAC fi nal, they 
took a 5-1 lead through the top of 
the fi fth. They scored one in the 
fi rst when Chris Borter beat out an 
infi eld hit with the bases loaded, 
and made it 2-1 in the second when 
John Collins launched a homer. 

In the fourth, Lucas Flemming 
doubled and scored on a Zip Malley 
fi elder’s choice, and Collins was 
hit by a pitch with the bases loaded 
to make it 4-1. In the fi fth, three 
two-out singles by the bottom of 
the order made it 5-1, with Malley 
picking up the RBI. 

Hamilton reached starter Sawyer 
Duarte for earned runs in the fi fth, 
when Phil Bernstein drilled a two-
run homer. And in the sixth, the 
Continentals knocked out Duarte 
and roughed up a reliever in a fi ve-
run, six-hit inning that made it 8-5. 

In the top of the ninth, Collins 
singled, and Stolper was hit by a 

pitch. Collins scored on a Borter 
sac fl y, and Flemming tripled 
Stolper home. Ashley blooped a 
single to center, scoring Flemming 
with the tying run, and Root 
grounded a single to center to drive 
in the go-ahead run. 

Ritch capped the inning with a 
three-run homer. The three RBIs 
gave Ritch 50 this spring, breaking 
the program’s single-season mark 
of 49.

George Goldstein, who came 
on to pitch in the eighth inning, 
earned the win with 1.1 innings of 
scoreless work. 

Earlier that day, Hamilton starter 
Peter Jones earned the victory, 
allowing just one run on fi ve hits in 
six innings while the Continentals 
teed off on Middlebury’s starter 
Alex Rosario and relievers in their 
17-3 win. 

For Middlebury, Stolper 
doubled, singled and scored a run; 
Borter homered; and Nathan Samii 
doubled, tripled and scored. Ritch 
stole a base, giving him 40 for 

the season and 58 for his career, 
making him the program’s career 
stolen base leader.
EARLY GAMES

On Friday, the Panthers opened 
by defeating Amherst, 14-8, 
scoring 13 runs in the fi rst four 
innings. The Mammoths fi nished 
at 16-18-2 after losing in the next 
round. 

After scratching out a fi rst-
inning run, Middlebury scored 
fi ve runs in the second to take a 
6-2 lead. Ashley’s three-run homer 
keyed the rally, Root drilled an 
RBI triple, and Ritch hit his second 
sacrifi ce fl y of the game. 

Amherst closed to within 6-5, 
but the Panthers answered with 
four runs in the bottom of the third 
with RBI hits from Ashley, Collins 
and Malley. In the fourth, Malley 
singled in two runs, and Ritch 
doubled in a run to make it 13-5, 
and the Panthers were on their way. 

Root fi nished with four hits, and 
Malley poked three and scored 

Panther nine takes NESCAC title with late rally

EAGLE SENIOR CARTER Monks is happy to score one of the fi ve 
runs Mount Abe plated before rain suspended the Eagles’ Tuesday 
home game vs. VUHS until Wednesday. They led, 5-4, in the fourth 
inning.

Independent photo/Steve James

COMMODORE EYON TEMBREULL makes contact with an Eagle 
pitch during Tuesday’s game at Mount Abe. Tembreull picked up 
an RBI before the game was suspended until Wednesday with the 
Eagles up, 5-4, in the fourth inning.

Independent photo/Steve James

(See Title, Page 5B)

Teams and Individuals  •  802-388-3060

VERMONTSUN.COM

SWIM 600 YARDS     BIKE 14 MILES     RUN 3.1 MILES

TRIATHLON

LAKE DUNMORE TRIATHLON
JUNE 25 AND AUGUST 14

1600 yard swim • 28 mile bike • 6.2 mile run1600 yard swim • 28 mile bike • 6.2 mile run

June 25 races are USA Triathlon Vermont State Championships

JUNE 25, JULY 17 AND AUGUST 14

BRANBURY CLASSIC TRIATHLON
JULY 17 –1.5 mile paddle • 14 mile bike • 3.1 mile run
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and one apiece from Emerson 
Rice, Reese Gernander and Anna 
Stillwell, with Bronson and Rice 
assisting each other on the fi rst two 
strikes.

“Getting clobbered like that, that 
was the thing I was most proud of. 
These guys, they weren’t yelling at 
each other. They weren’t blaming 
each other. They were supporting 
each other,” Kelley said. “They’ll 
say it. Everyone is supportive, and 
they’re having fun.”

Lamoille did regroup and play 
MAV on closer-to-even terms for 
the rest of the fi rst half, which 
ended with the Commodores 
up, 11-5. Lamoille sharpshooter 
Phoebe Loomis proved to be a 
handful. Loomis was not only 
elusive in the offensive fan, but 
also adept at picking corners. She 
scored four fi rst-half goals and set 
up the fi fth, by Renny Cota. 

But the closest the Lancers came 
was four goals, at 6-2, as Bronson 
sparked MAV in the fi rst half with 
four goals and two assists, Rice 
scored twice and set up a pair, 
Stillwell netted a pair, and Halle 
Huizenga and Doherty-Konczal 
added one apiece. 

It took a little less than fi ve 
minutes of the second half for MAV 
to send the game into running time 
with the 10-goal mercy rule. Rice 
scored one and Dufault scored 
twice, one with an assist from Rice, 
and it was 15-5 at 20:10. 

Dufault erupted for three more 
goals in the second half to fi nish 
with a team-high fi ve, Rice added 
another goal and assist to fi nish 
with four goals and three assists, 
Stillwell fi nished with three goals 
and an assist, and Gernander scored 
again to complete a hat trick. 

Bronson’s four goals and two 
assists and Huizenga’s goal came 
in the fi rst half before they had 
to leave to honor an academic 
commitment; they also missed the 
Hartford game. When Lamoille 
did get a shot off it was a high-
percentage effort, and MAV goalie 
Carley Cook made one save.

For Lamoille, Loomis scored 
one more late goal to tie Dufault for 
game honors with fi ve, and Cota 
added her second. Lancer goalie 
Jacie Walker stopped six shots. 

Against Colchester on Tuesday 
seven Commodores scored, and 
Cook stopped half the four shots 
she faced. Contributing to the 

attack were: Gernander (four 
goals, assist), Huizenga (four 
goals), Stillwell (three goals). Rice 
(two goals, two assists). Bronson 
(two goals, assist), Dufault (goal, 
assist), and Kennedy Denecker 
(goal). Erin Boyd scored both 
Laker goals, and goalie Grace 
Gagnon made eight saves.

Looking back on Friday, Kelley 
believed the Commodores were 
crisper in the second half as they 
began to adapt to what they were 
being asked to do after Thursday’s 
loss. They have challenging 
games on the horizon, although 
their Monday game against a top 
Division I St. Albans team was 
rained out. 

Kelley said MAV will need to 
maintain that level of focus. 

“We’ve got some tough games 
coming up,” she said. “We want 
to get ready for those tough games 
by making these adjustments and 
doing those things in every game, 
no matter who we’re playing,” 

Lacrosse 
(Continued from Page 1B)

COMMODORE MIDFIELDER EMERSON Rice moves the ball up the fi eld against Lamoille on Saturday. 
Rice scored four goals and assisted three in the MAV girls’ 20-7 victory. 

Independent photo/Steve James
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Mt. Abe tops rivals
Tiger, OV softball also earn wins

EAGLE SHORTSTOP LUCY Parker applies the tag on VUHS runner Sierra Bertrand trying to steal 
second base during Mount Abe’s win on Tuesday. Parker took a strong throw from catcher Gabrielle 
LaFreniere.

Independent photo/Steve James

VUHS SENIOR FELICIA Poirier just beats the tag of Eagle third baseman Payton Vincent during 
Tuesday’s softball game at Mount Abe, won by the host Eagles. 

Independent photo/Steve James

By ANDY KIRKALDY
ADDISON COUNTY — The 

Mount Abraham softball team 
picked up big wins over its county 
rivals Middlebury and Vergennes, 
one in a rain-soaked Tuesday affair, 
to highlight high school softball 
action between May 11 and 17. 

In other games, the Eagles rallied 
for a dramatic victory, Middlebury 
picked up a marathon road win, 
VUHS came up short away from 
home, and Otter Valley split two 
contests. 
EAGLES-VUHS

Tuesday’s game in Bristol 
between the Commodores and 
the host Eagles ended up being 
probably one of the longest, and 
most competitive, games ever 
decided by the mercy rule. The 
Eagles scored 12 straight runs over 
the fi nal two innings, including 
sixth in the fi fth after a long delay 
— during which coaches, Mount 
Abe offi cials, volunteers and even 
umpire Joel Bouvier worked to 
make the fi eld playable — to snap 
an 8-8 tie and prevail, 20-8. 

One observer called the puddle 
near where the second baseman 
normally lines up, “Lake Mount 
Abe.” But the efforts, including 
deploying a dune’s worth of sand 
and sweeping water into right 
fi eld, were successful, according 
to umpire in chief Billy Waller, and 
play resumed in the top of the fi fth. 

The 9-2 Eagles had won at 
VUHS, 13-0, earlier in the month, 
but the Commodores served notice 
they planned to compete with three 
runs in the top of the fi rst off Eagle 
starter Payton Vincent, aided 
by two Eagles miscues. Audrey 
Tembreull singled home one run, 
and Sierra Bertrand knocked in 
the other two. 

The Eagles responded with fi ve 
two-out runs in their fi rst at-bat. 
The fl ood gates opening with a two-
out infi eld error (conditions were 
tough) that scored the two runners, 
Madelyn Hayden, who bunted her 
way on, and Cami Willsey, who 
walked. A passed ball on a third 
strike kept the inning alive, and 

singles by Gabrielle Lafreniere
and Jo Toy capped the rally.

VUHS got one back in the 
second, when Sam Hallock
doubled, moved up on a ground 
ball and scored on pitcher Savanah 
Blaise’s infi eld hit. They threatened 
for more, but Willsey relieved with 
the bases loaded with two out and 
after a long battle with Bertrand 
induced her to line out to short. 

The Eagles made it 8-4 with three 
runs in the third by breaking out the 
big bats. After an Eve McCormick
single, Lafreniere and Toy drilled 
back-to-back homers. 

Undeterred, the 5-6 Commodores 
rallied for four two-out runs in the 
fourth. With the balls getting ever 
slicker (benches were feverishly 
wiping them down between at-bats, 
even pitches), Willsey issued two 
two-out walks. 

A passed ball on a strikeout 
loaded the bases for Bertrand, and 
this time the batter won the battle 
drilling a two-run single. A Kaitlyn 
Little infi eld hit brought home 
another run, and an error tied the 
game.

Then the Eagles broke loose 
in the fourth. Two walks, singles 
by McCormick and Vincent (hers 
drove in two), and a Toy double 
that plated two more made it 12-8 
and ended Blaise’s day. An error 
with Bertrand on the mound scored 
two more, and the Eagles led by 
14-8 entering the rain delay.

When play resumed the 
Commodores got their fi rst two 
runners on, one on a Jasmine Little
hit, but the fi nal two of Willsey’s 
eight strikeouts and a nice Toy 
catch in center ended the threat.

The Eagles then used two walks, 
two errors, a leadoff hit by Willsey 
and RBI singles by Lafreniere and 
Lucy Parker to score six runs to 
end the game on the mercy rule.

During the rain delay VUHS 
Coach Travis Scribner said he was 
happy to see his team’s bats come 
alive, and that he expected both the 
Eagles and the Commodores to do 
some damage in the Division II and 
III tournaments, respectively. 

EAGLES-MUHS
On May 12, the Eagles blanked 

the Tigers, 17-0, in fi ve innings. 
McCormick went three innings to 
earn the win and contributed three 
hits to the offense. Willsey belted a 
solo homer in the fi rst inning, and 
the Eagles erupted for eight runs in 
the second. 

Hayden had two hits, three runs 
and two RBIs, and Lafreniere and 
Vincent each drove in two runs 
with a pair of hits. 

Emma Deering drilled two of 
the Tigers’ three hits, and Abby 
Stafford took the pitching loss.  
EAGLES

On Saturday, the Eagles used 
two hits, Lafreniere’s two-RBI 
sacrifi ce fl y, three walks and two 
errors to score seven runs in the top 
of the seventh to rally past host 
Enosburg, 8-5. The comeback 
made a winner of pitcher Willsey, 
who went the distance, allowing 
seven hits and two walks while 
striking out 11.

Isabella Powell, Parker, 
McCormick, Hayden, Willsey, 
Vincent and Toy had hits for the 
Eagles. 
TIGERS

Also on Saturday, MUHS 
picked up a wild 12-10, 12-inning 

victory at Milton. In the decisive 
inning Middlebury catcher CC 
Rubright reached on an error 
and Deering singled. The runners 
moved up on a passed ball and 
scored on fi elder’s choices hit by 
Stafford and Lily Dame to make 
the score 12-10. 

Milton threatened in the bottom 
of the inning, but Dame in center 
fi eld ended the game by catching a 
deep fl y ball. 

Earlier in the game, Middlebury 
scored on a Dame two-run single 
and a Hannah Cameron squeeze 
bunt to score Dame to make it 5-3 
entering the seventh. 

The Tigers scored four in the 
seventh on a Makayla Swan
double, singles by Riley Farrell
and Rubright, a Deering triple, and 

a Staffford RBI grounder, and they 
led, 7-5.

A walk and three singles, 
including a game-tying hit by 
Emma Philbrook, who earlier hit a 
three-run homer, sent the game into 
extra innings. 

Both teams scored three runs 
in the eighth. Lily Russell bunted 
her way on and stole two bases, 
Farrell walked and stole second, 
and Rubright singled them home. 
Stafford later singled in Rubright. 

But Milton scored three runs 
off Stafford, in relief of starter 
Lexi Whitney, who came back 
into retire the side and earned the 
pitching win by hurling a scoreless 
12th after the Tigers’ decisive rally. 
Philbrook took the pitching loss 
despite striking out 20 Tigers. 

The Tigers’ Tuesday game at Rice 
was postponed until Wednesday, 
leaving them at 6-4.
COMMODORES

On May 12, host Enosburg 
defeated VUHS, 13-1, in fi ve 
innings. Dana Elkins earned the 
pitching win, striking out 12 and 
allowing two hits. Lilly Rabtoy 
homered for the Hornets, Bertrand 
took the pitching loss for VUHS.
OTTERS

On May 12, host Green Mountain 
Union scored eight runs in the fi rst 
three innings on the way to a 13-5 
victory over the Otters. Mackenzie 
McKay took the loss of OV, which 
got two hits apiece from Alivia 
Sheldrick, Ryleigh LaPorte and
Marissa Connors.  

The Otters’ Monday home game  
vs. Burr & Burton was postponed.  

On Tuesday, the Otter snapped 
what had been a two-game skid in 
a big way, defeating host Windsor, 
20-1 in six innings. Riley Keith
sparked OV on the mound, striking 
out 10, and at the plate, tripling 
twice, doubling and singling. OV 
improved to 7-4. 

MIDDLEBURY — The 
Middlebury Union High School 
girls’ lacrosse team wrapped up 
a recent streak of games vs. top 
teams with a 2-8 record heading 
into a Wednesday game at Mount 
Mansfi eld. The Tigers will host 
Essex on Saturday morning.

On this past Saturday South 
Burlington topped the host Tigers, 
16-4, as Wolf Sam Care led the 
way with fi ve goals and an assist. 
Nora Wootten scored twice for 
MUHS, Hana Doria and Ivy Doran 
added a goal apiece, and goalie 
Ava Schneider made seven saves.

The Tigers’ Monday game vs. 
Rutland was postponed. 

Tiger girls’
lax toppled
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Practitioner Practitioner 
of the Weekof the Week

Shannon Louise is 
the owner of 802 PMU. 
Her business began 
at 802 Ink and she 
recently transitioned 
to her own space in 
Essex Junction. In 
2021, Shannon decided 
to get her eyebrows 
microbladed and even 
though she had no idea 
what to expect, she 
was ready for a smudge-free-never-have-
to-apply-makeup-again kind of look. 

After that one session, she was hooked. 
The experience changed her life so much 
that she knew she was ready to make a 
career out of permanent makeup and she 
became a Certified PMU artist a month 
later. Shannon has discovered a love 
of helping others feel confident in their 
own skin through the use of permanent 
makeup and can’t wait to show you what 
she can do.

Contact Shannon at:
802pmu@gmail.com
802-363-0323

“Wellness is more than the absence of illness.”

50 Court St • Middlebury, Vt 05753

A Center for 
Independent Health Care Practitioners

SOMAWORK

WELLNESS
CENTER

Jim Condon Jim Condon ..... 802-388-4880 or 802-475-2349
    SomaWork

Caryn Etherington Caryn Etherington ............  802-388-4882 ext. 3
    Therapeutic Massage & Bodywork

Charlotte BishopCharlotte Bishop ................ 802-388-4882 ext. 4
    Therapeutic Soft & Deep Tissue

JoAnne KenyonJoAnne Kenyon...............................802-388-0254
Energy Work                www.joanne.abmp.com

Winfield Kelley, D.C. Winfield Kelley, D.C. ....................... 802-453-6010
   Chiropractic Treatment

Donna Belcher, M.A.Donna Belcher, M.A. ..................... 802-388-3362
    Licensed Psychologist - Master

Nancy TellierNancy Tellier.................... 802-388-4882 ext. 1
Ortho-Bionomy®

Hyla DickinsonHyla Dickinson...................................... 802-989-2969
Therapeutic Massage, Lymph Drainage
Craniosacral & Visceral Manipulation

Shannon Louise
PMU Artist

FIRST IMPRESSIONS ARE
EVERYTHING.

MAKE YOURS COUNT.

ADVERTISING@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM 802-388-4944

☑ Post to your company’s social media pages
☑ Monitor & respond to customer reviews
☑ Update your business info across
dozens of channels
☑ All in one easy-to-use platform!

Independent Digital Marketing Services:

Scan me to
learn more!

DESPITE THE PERSISTENT rain this past Sunday morning, almost 200 runners took part in the season 
kick-off of the Vermont Sun Series at Branbury State Park in Salisbury. This month featured running 
races, but the next three months will see triathlons.

Pat Hendrick Photography

Two Records set in Vermont Sun Run
SALISBURY — Most of the 220 

runners that entered the Vermont 
Sun half marathon, 5K and 10K 
showed up to race Sunday, despite 
the steady rain that fell during the 
entire event. It was well worth 
the effort for most runners as the 
races, held at Branbury State Park 
on Lake Dunmore in Salisbury, 
yielded two records.

In 2021, Micaela Young from 
Addison set the course record for 
the half marathon. This year the 
Middlebury Union High School 
assistant cross country coach set 
a new record in the 10 km race 
(40:48). Also on Sunday, Young’s 
half marathon record was broken 
by 45 seconds by Anne Falcone 
of Madison, N.J. (1:29:50). 
Middlebury’s Maya Heikkinen was 
second among women in 1:36:51.

Dylan McNamara of Essex 
Junction was the men’s half 

marathon winner in 1:22:15. He 
was followed in the 13.1-mile race 
by Patrick Campbell of Warren 
(second in 1:28:48) and Emmett 
Schmehling of Middlebury (third 
in 1:29:27).

Gregory Moreno of West 
Lebanon, N.H., won the men’s 
10-kilometer run in 41:29. 
Middlebury’s Emma Tzotschew 
was the second woman in 51:54.

Wren Pyle of Littleton, Colo., 
was the female and overall winner 
of the 5-kilometer race in 22:21. 
Colchester’s Tanner Faucett was 
the men’s winner in 23:48.

After the race there was food, 
refreshments and music as the 
rain fi nally stopped. Many of the 
participants took a swim in Lake 
Dunmore, which race organizers 
said had warmed up to about 70 
degrees. The races benefi ted and 
were supported by the Middlebury 

Union Middle School cross country 
team and Branbury State Park.

Chad Couto, 68, of Stowe was the 
oldest racer (2:00:44.7 in the half 
marathon) of the day, and 13-year-
old Charles Young of Middlebury 
was the youngest runner (2:00:15.3 
in the half marathon). Both won 
their respective divisions.

For complete results of Sunday’s 
races head online to vermontsun.
com. 

Competition returns to Branbury 
and Lake Dunmore for the 
Vermont Sun Sprint and Olympic 
distance triathlons to be held June 
25, July 17 and Aug. 14. Get more 
information at vermontsun.com or 
call 802-388-6888. Those events 
are open to teams and individuals 
and have an Aquabike division 
where participants just swim and 
bike.

ADDISON COUNTY — In high 
school boys’ lacrosse play between 
May 11 and 18, Mount Abraham/
Vergennes defeated Otter Valley, 
but OV bounced back to win a pair. 
Also, Middlebury won twice and 
MAV came up short after defeating 
the Otters.
MAV VS. OV

On May 11, the Eagles bested 
the host Otters, 15-10, to sweep the 
season series between the teams. 

Late in the fi rst period, the game 
turned in the Eagles’ favor with OV 
leading, 3-2, when Mount Abe scored 
twice in the fi nal 14.4 seconds — 
fi rst Finley Kaeck scored, and then 
Sawyer Shepard beat the horn. The 
Eagles then outscored OV by 6-0 in 
the second period to take charge. 

Henry Anderson (four goals, 
assist), Noah Ladeau (three goals, 
three assists), and Shepard (three 
goals, assist) led the MAV attack, 
and fi ve Eagles had a goal apiece, 
including Sawyer Leonard, who 
added two assists. Goalie Connor 
Meacham made eight saves, and 
Sam Mangini added one. 

OV’s Evan Thomas led all 
scorers with fi ve goals, and Matt 
Mosely and Hayden Bernhardt 
(two assists) scored two apiece. OV 
goalie Daniel O’Brien blocked four 
shots. 
TIGERS

On May 12, the Tigers outscored 
host Mount Mansfi eld, 16-9. Owen 
Lawton led the attack with four 
goals and two assists, and Eddie 
Hodde, Jackson Gillett (assist) and 
Zach Jette added two goals apiece. 
Willem Berry chipped in a goal 
and two assists, and goalie Kegan 
Brown made eight saves.

Jack Arpey led the Cougars with 
three goals, and Mason Remington 
made 11 saves.

The Tigers’ weekend game with 
Burlington was called off due to a 
COVID outbreak on the BHS squad. 

On Tuesday, the Tigers rolled to an 
8-2 halftime lead over visiting Mount 
Mansfi eld on the way to a 13-5 
victory. Other details of the game 
were not reported. Unoffi cially, their 
7-3 record is good enough for fourth 
place in Division I.

EAGLES
On May 14, visiting Stowe raided 

the Eagles’ nest, 13-4. Leanter 
Pinkham and Luke Farley led Stowe 
with three goals apiece.  

Anderson scored twice for the 
Eagles, and Ladeau and Shepard 
added a goal apiece.

The Eagles’ Monday home game 
vs. Rice was postponed.
OTTERS

On May 14, the Otters avenged 
an earlier one-goal loss at Fairfax 
by chambering the Bullets, 11-5. 
Bernhardt led the attack with four 
goals and two assists, while Thomas 
notched two goals and three assists, 
and Moseley and Nick Parker each 
scored twice.

Ben Marks added the fi nal goal 
and was a force in the faceoff circle 
for OV.

On Tuesday, O’Brien made 13 
saves as the Otters edged host 
Randolph, 5-3. Bernhardt and 
Thomas each scored twice for OV, 
and Kieran Williams had the other 
score a s the Otters improved to 7-3. 

Boys’ lax teams net victories

MIDDLEBURY — The 
Middlebury Union High School 
boys’ tennis team split two matches 
with perennial Chittenden County 
powers last week and had a third 
victory in an earlier suspended match 
confi rmed. MUHS is 6-1 heading 
into a Friday home date with North 
Country

On May 11, the Tigers lost at South 
Burlington, 5-2, but the next day 
 bounced back and defeated visiting 
Champlain Valley, 4-3. Late last 
week, Rice had agreed to concede 
to MUHS an April match suspended 
by rain in which the Tigers were 
leading. 

On May 11, South Burlington 
dealt the Tigers their fi rst setback of 
the spring in what was a rematch of a 
dramatic 2021 quarterfi nal in which 
MUHS prevailed. Most matches 
were close.

At No. 1 singles, Sriram 

Sethuraman (SB) defeated Clyde 
Malhotra (MUHS), 2-6, 6-4, (10-1).

At No. 2 singles, Chris Bialas (SB) 
defeated Kellan Bartlett (MUHS), 
7-6, 6-1.

At No. 3 singles, James Bialas 
(SB) defeated Aidan Chance 
(MUHS), 6-2, 6-2.

At No. 4 singles, Vihit Gupta (SB) 
defeated Jackson Murray (MUHS), 
6-3, 6-2.

At No. 5 singles, Iver Anderson 
(MUHS) defeated Oscar Lowermark 
(SB), 7-6, 6-2.

At No. 1 doubles, Lewis 
Suchomel/Brian Newton (MUHS) 
defeated Will Bradley/Yuyang 
Zheng (SB), 6-4, 6-3.

At No. 2 doubles, James Bradley/
Jay Eagle (SB) defeated Avery 
Hamilton/Edward Fallis (MUHS), 
4-6, 6-4, 1-0 (10-4).

Likewise, on the next day the 
Redhawks and Tigers competed 

strongly in most matches: 
At No. 1 singles, Malhotra 

(MUHS) defeated Aidan Greer 
(CVU), 6-0, 6-3.

At No. 2 singles, Bartlett (MUHS) 
defeated Charlie Mjaanes (CVU), 
1-6, 6-2, 10-5.

At No 3 singles, Ziggy Babbot 
(CVU) defeated Chance (MUHS), 
2-6, 6-3, 12-10.

At No. 4 singles, Murray (MUHS) 
defeated Nolan Sandage (CVU), 6-3, 
4-1 (Sandage retired).

At No. 5 singles, Jacob Sternberg 
(CVU) defeated Fallis (MUHS), 6-2, 
6-1.

At No. 1 doubles, Suchomel and 
Newton (MUHS) defeated John 
Bingle and Jacob Graham (CVU), 
6-3, 6-4.

At No. 2 doubles, Rusty Zia 
and Kalle Glader (CVU) defeated 
Hamilton and Silas Taylor (MUHS), 
6-0, 6-1.

Boys’ tennis takes two of three
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BURLINGTON — A win and 
a third-place showing by Mount 
Abraham’s Joseph Darling and a 
third-place effort by his teammate 
Gavin Bannister highlighted the 
efforts of Addison County athletes at 
Saturday’s Burlington Invitational, 
a major midseason track and fi eld 
meet that drew more than 20 teams. 
Many of those schools typically 
compete in Division I.

Darling won the boys’ triple jump 
with a distance of 11.76 meters and 

was third in the long jump at 6.13 
meters.

Bannister took third in 110-meter 
hurdles in 16.72 and was seventh in 
the 300 hurdles with a personal best 
in that event of 44.84. 

The other athletes from Mount 
Abe, Middlebury and Vergennes to 
crack the top 10 in any events were 
Tigers Jazmyn Hurley and Hannah 
Turner in the girls’ 400, Tiger 
Zoe Noble in the girls’ 100-meter 
hurdles, and the Tiger boys’ four-

by-800-meter relay team of Trey 
Bosworth, Baker Nelson, Aaron 
Carr-Perlow and Ethan Spritzer. 

Hurley fi nished fourth in the 400 
in 1:01.18, and Turner took sixth 
(1:03.33). Noble was eighth in the 
300 hurdles (18.49), and the 4x800 
Tiger boys’ relay team fi nished fi fth 
(9:25.33).

All three local teams are scheduled 
to compete this Thursday, May 19, 
at the Middlebury College track at a 
meet hosted by MUHS. 

VERGENNES — Vergennes 
police on May 14 responded to 
Valley Vista facility in Alden Place to 
help staff at the rehabilitation center 
deal with a client who police said 
became unruly upon her dismissal 
from the program. Police said they 
gave the woman a ride to a shelter in 
Middlebury.

In other actions between May 9 
and 15, Vergennes police conducted 
six traffi c stops, fi ve patrols by 
cruiser and two on foot, and four 
VIN inspections; responded to two 
false alarms; and:

On May 9, pulled over a driver in 
the city after receiving a report of 
a motorist seen yelling at a woman 
passenger in a New Haven parking 
lot and throwing objects from the 
car. Police spoke with the driver and 
determined he wasn’t impaired and 
checked on the safety and health of 

the passenger.
On May 10, looked unsuccessfully 

for a mail delivery driver who had 
allegedly just missed colliding with 
another vehicle on Panton Road.

On May 12, returned a wallet to 
its owner after a citizen found it on 
Alden Place.

On May 13:
• Were told that occupants of a 

car in a Main Street parking lot had 
been yelling at one another before 
the vehicle left, heading north. Police 
couldn’t fi nd the vehicle.

• Served an emergency order to a 
Main Street resident on behalf of the 
Department for Children & Families.

• Looked unsuccessfully for a 
vehicle reported to have run a red 
light at the intersection of Main 
Street and Monkton Road.

On May 14:
• Spoke to the owner of two dogs 

that were running free in Falls Park. 
• Looked unsuccessfully for 

a vehicle had reportedly been 
operating  erratically on Main Street.

• Cautioned a driver for erratic 
operation on Main Street following 
an alert.

• Referred to Vermont State 
Police a report from Clark Woods 
Road in Ferrisburgh that a car had 
tailgated a woman to her home and 
its driver had yelled at her.

On May 15:
• Handled a complaint from a 

resident of a Main Street apartment 
building about suspicious noises in 
the hallway outside his unit.

• Received a call from a man who 
alleged his ex-girlfriend was refusing 
to return his belongings at a meeting 
in the Shaw’s Supermarket parking 
lot. Police found no one when they 
responded. 

VERMONT — Vermont State 
Police responded to reports of cars 
parked on Lake Dunmore Road near 
Branbury State Park in Salisbury on 
Saturday and found more than a few 
scoffl aws.

Troopers arrived at the entrance 
to the state park and found 50 to 60 
motor vehicles parked on the side of 
the road and within the lane of travel. 
This area of Lake Dunmore Road 
is clearly posted with “No Parking” 
signs. While on scene, bystanders 
told troopers that some of the people 
who illegally parked their cars had 
jumped over the fence and didn’t pay 
for entry into Branbury.

Many state parks opened for 
the season on Friday, May 13, and 
local people report that Branbury 
was crowded that day with visitors 

enjoying the continued unseasonably 
warm weather with a trip to the 
beach. They said Lake Dunmore 
Road was also littered with many 
illegally parked vehicles that day, 
too.

After assessing the situation on 
Saturday, troopers went into the 
park and asked people parked on the 
road to move their cars. Some just 
left and others moved their vehicles 
into the appropriate parking area of 
state park, police report. But several 
vehicles remained parked on the 
roadway and were towed due to 
being a traffi c hazard.

As summer is upon us and traffi c 
increases around the state parks, 
Vermont State Police remind the 
public to abide by “No Parking” 
signs and any other rules — including 

entry fees. People who want to visit 
these beautiful natural areas can fi nd 
more information about Vermont 
State Parks online at vtstateparks.
com.

In other recent activity, Vermont 
State Police: 

• On May 14 at a few minutes 
before midnight responded to a report 
of a single-vehicle crash on Monkton 
Road in Bristol. Police cited driver 
Daniel Gebo Jr., 45, of Lincoln for 
driving under the infl uence.

• On May 16 at around 3:30 
p.m. closed Route 22A near Old 
Stonehouse Road in Addison after 
live power lines went down in the 
storm and set off a brush fi re. Police 
announced that Route 22A was open 
again at 6:52 p.m.

Police LogVt. State

Vergennes Police Log

four runs. The Panthers stole six 
bases, establishing a program 
single-season record.

Alex Price tossed the fi rst four 
innings, allowing fi ve runs (two 
earned) on seven hits with fi ve 
strikeouts. Freddy Mosier earned 
the win, tossing three scoreless 
relief innings.

On Saturday, the Panthers 
outslugged Colby, 16-14, with 
each team scoring fi ve runs in 
the ninth. Colby then lost to 
Hamilton, fi nishing 24-13.

The Panthers made it 5-1 with 
a four-run, two-out rally in the 

top of the third. Ritch homered, 
Samii’s infi eld single plated 
Collins, and Ashley singled home 
a pair.

Middlebury added three runs 
in the fourth to make it 8-2. Root 
singled home a pair and later 
scored on a wild pitch. 

Colby scored twice in each 
of the fourth and fi fth innings, 
runs sandwiched around a Chris 
Borter solo homer, and it was 9-6 
after fi ve. 

Root scored on a wild pitch in 
the sixth and Ritch singled in a 
run in the eighth to make it 11-
6, but Colby scored three in the 

eighth to close to 11-9. 
In the ninth, Borter started 

Middlebury’s fi ve-run rally with 
a two-run single, Root singled 
home another run, and Ritch 
doubled home a pair. 

Colby rallied behind a two-
run double by Jackson Roloff. 
Matthew Panker followed with 
a two-run triple to close the 
gap to 16-13. After a single by 
Patrick McConnell made it 16-
14, Andrew Gatland got the fi nal 
out for his fi rst save of the spring. 
Ritch (4-0) got the win, allowing 
fi ve earned runs over fi ve innings.

Track & field teams compete at BHS

MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 
police cited Jessica L. Devoid, 41, 
for providing false information to a 
police offi cer in Frog Hollow Alley 
on May 12. 

Police said the citation followed 
their investigation of a report that 
a dog had been left inside a hot car 
parked off Mill Street.

In other action last week, 
Middlebury police:

• Received a report about a person 
driving erratically on Ossie Road on 
May 9.

• Responded to an accident off 
Golf Course Road on May 9 that 
involved one vehicle crashing into 
three parked, unattended cars. 

• Responded to a report of a person 
who had reportedly passed out at the 
side of North Pleasant Street on May 
9. Police said the person was OK.

• Logged a complaint about 
speeding vehicles on East Main 
Street on May 9.

• Investigated a complaint of 
ongoing stalking in the Court Street 
area on May 10.

• Responded with Middlebury 
Regional EMS to a report of a 
woman experiencing a medical 
emergency in the Twin Circles area 
on May 10.

• Assisted Vermont State Police 
with a DUI stop on Route 7 South on 
May 10.

• Responded to a complaint 
that someone left a Court Street 
Extension fi ling station without 
paying for their fuel on May 10.

• Responded to an alleged stalking 
complaint in the Court Street area on 
May 11.

• Responded to a report of a child 
screaming in the Peterson Terrace 
neighborhood on May 11. Police 
said they couldn’t locate the origin 
of the scream.

• Served a mental health warrant 
on a person in the Lindale Circle area 

on May 11. Police said the person 
was taken to Porter Hospital.

• Investigated a stalking complaint 
in the Buttolph Drive area on May 
11.

• Responded to the Hallway Road 
area to assist a man who was lost and 
needed medical attention on May 11.

• Responded to a theft complaint 
in the Route 7 South area on May 11.

• Responded to a report of a loose 
cow on Route 7 North on May 11. 
Police said the farmer retrieved the 
animal.

• Assisted a local person who had 
been receiving harassing electronic 
messages on May 12.

• Received a complaint about 
“several” intoxicated men in the 
recreation park near Mary Hogan 
School on May 12.

• Arrested William Harris, 63, 
of Middlebury on an outstanding 
warrant on May 12.

• Were informed that someone had 
stolen a mountain bike from the top 
of a vehicle parked on Middlebury 
College campus on May 12.

• Returned a child who had 
wandered into a neighboring 
apartment off Danyow Drive on 
May 12.

• Received a complaint on May 
12 from Sanel Auto Parts about 
a possible fraud case. Police said 
they’re investigating the matter.

• Responded to a report on May 12 
of a man believed to have jumped off 
the Cross Street Bridge into the Otter 
Creek below. Polices said they found 
the man in question and determined 
he hadn’t made the dangerous jump.

• Warned a pet owner against 
leaving their dog in a vehicle parked 
at The Centre shopping plaza on 

what was a hot May 12.
• Were informed of the alleged 

theft of a cell phone from a person 
while in the Route 7 South area on 
May 12.

• Checked out a report of a woman 
who was allegedly crying for help in 
the Court Street Extension area on 
May 13.

• Responded to the Jayne Court/
Weybridge Street area on May 13 
on a report of an ongoing dispute 
involving a weapon.

• Responded to a report of a loud 
party in the vicinity of Cross and 
South Pleasant streets on May 13.

• Received a report that someone 
had broken into a truck to steal some 
items while it was parked off Route 
30 on May 13.

• Assisted Vermont State Police 
with a case involving a runaway 
youth in the Halpin Road area on 
May 14.

• Responded to a report of a 
customer who was upset that a Jolley 
Shortstop worker wouldn’t accept a 
passport as proof of age to purchase 
alcohol on May 14.

• Responded to a report of a 
“heavily intoxicated person” who 
had passed out off Maple Street on 
May 15.

• Received a report of a drunken 
man causing problems at the 
Tennybrook store on Court Street on 
May 15. Police said the man had left 
by the time they arrived.

• Reunited a person with their lost 
wallet on May 15.

• Investigated a report of possible 
child abuse in the Exchange Street 
area on May 15.

• Investigated a report of someone 
drawing graffi ti in the Three Mile 
Bridge area on May 15.

• Arranged to get shelter for a 
homeless woman on May 15.

Police Log
Middlebury

Woman cited for providing false information

At No. 3 singles, Emily Swensen 
(Mont.) defeated Cotroneo (MUHS), 
6-3, 6-0.

At No. 4 singles, Rachana Cherian 
(Mont.) defeated Hescock (MUHS), 
6-2, 6-1.

At No. 5 singles, Sophia Sevi 
(Mont.) defeated Wright (MUHS), 
6-3, 6-1.

At No. 1 doubles, Chloe Montieth/
Georgia Schiff (Mont.), defeated 
Carpenter/Nicolai (MUHS), 

6-4, 6-0.
At No. 2 doubles, Phoebe Gingold/

Abby Bigglestone (Mont.) defeated 
Sophie Mason/Krizo (MUHS), 6-3, 
6-4.

On Monday Coach Dan Comar 
had to juggle the MUHS lineup 
when Bartlett couldn’t participate, 
and he credited Carrara at No. 1 
and Cotroneo, moving up to No. 2, 
for setting the tones with big wins, 
Krizo for moving to the No. 5 singles 
slot and prevailing, and “yet another 
new pairing at No. 2 doubles coming 
through in the fi nal match played.”

The individual scores vs. the 
Comets were: 

At No. 1 singles, Carrara (MUHS), 
defeated Lydia Hodgeman (BFA), 
6-1 6-1.

At No. 2 singles, Cotroneo 
(MUHS) defeated Genevieve Laclair 
(BFA), 6-1, 6-3.

At No. 3 singles, Jaylin Bedard 
(BFA) defeated Hescock (MUHS), 
7-5, 7-6 (7-5).

At No. 4 singles, Shelby Bechard 

(BFA) defeated Wright (MUHS), 
6-4, 6-0.

At No. 5 singles, Krizo (MUHS) 
defeated Maura Thompson (BFA), 
6-1, 6-0.

At No. 1 doubles, Drew Ducolon/
Jaylen Bedard (BFA) defeated 
Carpenter/Nicolai (MUHS), 

3-6, 6-4 (10-6).
At No. 2 doubles, Roche/Mason 

(MUHS) defeated Saige Bessette/
Jayden Derosia (BFA), 6-1, 6-1.

Tennis 
(Continued from Page 1B)

Title 
(Continued from Page 2B)

MUHS DOUBLES PLAYER Oni Krizo lines up a two-hand backhand 
vs. Rice on Friday, May 13. Krizo and her partner, Maeve Roche, 
picked up a key victory in the Tigers’ 4-3 win. 

Independent photo/Steve James
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Helping Young Families Get The Right Start

• Community Playgroups
• Parent Education Classes
• Home Visits
• Pregnancy Prevention Programs
• Parent Training & Child Center

Pottery & Yard Sale — Don’t miss it!

Yard Sale - wide selection of goods available.  
at Fisher Electric 2417 Franklin St (Route 7) in Brandon.

Stoneware pottery is oven, microwave, and dishwasher safe.
Great prices, beautiful pieces, large selection!

Stoneware pottery, made in Vermont
by the late Diane Fick of Brandon.

Saturday May 21 from 11:00 am to 3 PM

Willing to hear all 
reasonable offers, 
motivated seller!

Pre-moving Sale!
97 Elm St, Pittsford (behind Kamuda’s Market)
9am-5pm  |  Sat & Sun
5/21-5/22 and Sat-Mon 5/28-5/30

Wide selection of books, small tools, 
glassware, records, furniture, Hoosier 
cabinets, jewelry, clothes (baby-adult), 
NEW ladies LL Bean items, kids 
items, bowling balls and bags, old 

golf clubs, vintage linens, marble 
mantle, and many more items. 

THURSDAYmay
19 American Red Cross blood drive 

in Bristol. Thursday, May 19, 12:30-5 
p.m., American Legion Bristol Post 19, 

56 Airport Drive. Donors needed to give blood 
or platelets to ensure a strong blood supply in 
the coming months. All who donate through May 
19, will receive a $10 e-gift card to a merchant 
of choice and be automatically entered to win a 
travel trailer camper that sleeps eight. Details are 
available at rcblood.org/camper. To schedule an 
appointment to donate blood, platelets or plasma, 
download the Red Cross Blood Donor App, visit 
RedCrossBlood.org or call 1-800-CROSS (1-
800-733-2767).

“All About Coyote Families” presentation in 
Vergennes. Thursday, May 19, 6 p.m., Bixby 
Memorial Library, 258 Main St. Learn about 
coyote families, where they sleep, what they eat 
and some of the common myths about coyotes 
in an effort to help promote coexistence with 
humans. The presentation will be both virtual 
and in person. Registration details for virtual 
attendance are at bixbylibrary.org/event/all-
about-coyote-families.

Sunset picnic, live music, and games in Otter 
Creek Gorge in Middlebury. *POSTPONED 
to Thursday, May 26*, from Thursday, May 19, 
evening, off Morgan Horse Farm Rd. Join MALT 
at Otter Creek Gorge for a gorgeous evening 
(fingers crossed!), featuring musician Nate 
Gusakov. Bring a picnic blanket and snacks 
to enjoy in the field. We’ll supply the campfire, 
music, and a selection of some of MALT’s finest 
outdoor games for kids and families to enjoy. 
Free, donations appreciated. Visit maltvt.org/
events to register. Rain date May 26. There are 
no bathroom facilities on site — plan accordingly.

Lake Champlain Bridge and Chimney Point 
lecture in Bristol. Thursday, May 19, 7 p.m., 
Howden Hall, 19 West St. Join the Bristol 
Historical Society for a lecture by guest speaker 
Elsa Gilbertson of Vermont State Historic Sites. 
All are welcome. 

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Starksboro. Friday, May 20, 3:30 

p.m., Starksboro Baptist Church, Route 
116. Please stay in your car. Drive up, check-
in, contact free pick up. Menu includes roast 
turkey, gravy, mashed potatoes, winter squash, 
cranberry sauce, roll, pumpkin pudding and 
milk. Advance reservations only. Call Michelle to 
reserve by Sunday, May 15, at 802-377-1419. 
Open to anyone age 60 and up and their spouse 
of any age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery 
may be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to 
inquire. TVT requires 48-hour notice.

Fish Fry in Middlebury. Friday, May 20, 5-7 
p.m., VFW, 530 Exchange St. All proceeds help 
support veterans programs. 

Poet Paul Christensen in Brandon. Friday, May 
20, 7 p.m., Compass Music and Arts Center, Park 
Village. Come to this evening with acclaimed 
poet Paul Christensen as part of the schedule 
of events planned throughout the showing of the 
art installation “We’re All At A Party Called Life 
On Earth!” Christensen will read some of his 
new poems and essays. Tickets $10 Adult/$5 
students. To register call Edna Sutton at 802-
247-4295 or e-mail edna@brandon-music.net.

Perennial and house plant sale in 
South Starksboro. Saturday, May 

21, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., Jerusalem School, off 
Route 17. Plant sale benefitting the historic 

1874 one-room Jerusalem School. Come for the 
plants, soak in the mountain range views and get 
a look inside at the efforts to improve this last 
district school owned by the town and serving 
as a community center. Please bring your own 
trays. Questions? Call Cecelia at 802-453-8447.

Garden Shoppe benefit in Bristol. Saturday, May 
21, 3319 Route 116 South. A fundraiser for the 
Brendon P Cousino Med47 Foundation. Home 
and garden decor, houseplants, handcrafted 
home and garden items, perennials, succulent 
plantings, hanging baskets, veggies plants and 
more.

Indoor Yard Sale in Vergennes. Saturday, May 
21, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., St. Peter’s Church Hall, 85 S. 
Maple St. This sale by St. Peter’s Resale Closet 
Shop will include gently used clothing for men, 
women and children, household goods, jewelry, 
crafts, books, toys, CDs and more. Prices are by 
donation only. 

Lawn sale fundraiser in Starksboro. Saturday, 
May 21, 9 a.m.-3-p.m., Starksboro Village 
Meeting House, on 2022, 2875 Route 116. A 
wide variety of items, including from a household 
downsizing, will be available. Find your treasure! 
All proceeds benefit the belfry restoration project.

Electric equipment demo and seed/seedling 
swap in Weybridge. Saturday, May 21, 9-11 
a.m., Weybridge Congregational Church, 2790 
Weybridge Rd. Free. Rain date, May 28, 1-3 
p.m. For more information, email the Weybridge 
Energy Committee at energy@townofweybridge.
org or Fran Putnam at franputnam24@gmail.com.

Public safety showcase in Middlebury. Saturday, 
May 21, 9 a.m.-noon, Stone Motors, 2149 Route 
7 South. Free family event showcasing local fire, 
rescue and police departments. Get up close to 
fire trucks, police cars and rescue vehicles of all 
kinds, including a medical helicopter. Ride the 
“Convincer.” Child car seat safety display (not an 
actual check), COVID boosters by Middlebury 
EMS. Giveaways and much more. 

Microchip clinic in Middlebury. Saturday, May 
21, from 10 a.m.-noon, Homeward Bound, 236 
Boardman St. Free microchip clinic at the shelter. 
Homeward Bound has 60 free microchips 
available, first come, first served. Please bring 
cats in carriers and dogs on leashes. 

StoryWalk celebration with Ashley Wolff in 
Salisbury. Saturday, May 21, 11 a.m., Pitch Pine 
Trail. 

Celebrate the new StoryWalk, “Lucy Goes out 
Walking,” with author Ashley Wolff. She will also 
share some of her other books and lead us on a 
directed drawing activity to learn to draw the dog 
in this story. Rain location Salisbury Free Library.

Twist O’ Wool Guild arts and crafts materials 
sale in Middlebury. Saturday, May 21, 1:30-4 
p.m., American Legion, 49 Wilson Rd. Tag sale 
and a silent auction fundraiser including items 
for a variety of crafts: knitting, crochet, felting, 
spinning, weaving, sewing, origami, etc. Yarn, 
fabric, craft magazines, project bags, books, 
knitting needles, a drum carder, an electric 

FRIDAYmay
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spinning wheel, etc. Silent auction closes at 3 
p.m. Pick up all items by 4 p.m. Cash or check 
only. Masks not required, but appreciated. If you 
are feeling under the weather please refrain from 
attending.

Age Well sit-down meal in 
Middlebury. Monday, May 23, 11 a.m., 

Rosie’s Restaurant, Route 7 South. 
Doors open at 11 a.m., meal served at 11:30 a.m. 
of baked ham, mashed potatoes, peas, coleslaw 
and Chef’s choice of dessert. Call Michelle to 
reserve by Thursday, May 19, at 802-377-1419. 
$5 suggested donation does not include gratuity. 
Open to anyone age 60 and up and their spouse 
of any age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery may 
be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. 
TVT requires 48-hour notice. Masks required 
unless seated and eating.

Age Well grab and go meal in Bristol. Monday, 
May 23, 11 a.m., American Legion, Airport Drive. 
Drive in, loop around, and stay in your car. Menu 
includes roast beef with gravy, home fries, French-
cut green beans with lentils, wheat bread, oatmeal 
cookie and milk. Advance reservations only. Call 
Michelle to reserve by Thursday, May 19, at 802-
377-1419. Open to anyone age 60 and up and 
their spouse of any age. Free ride or pick-up and 
delivery may be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-
2287 to inquire. TVT requires 48-hour notice.

Age Well and Vergennes Seniors 
in-person meal in Vergennes. 

Tuesday, May 24, 10 a.m., Vergennes 
Congregational Church, 30 South Water 

St. Doors open at 10 am. Meal served at noon 
of quiche with spinach, bacon, and cheddar 
cheese, winter mix vegetables, wheat bread, 
applesauce and milk. Advance reservations only. 
Call Michelle to reserve by Thursday, May 19, at 
802-377-1419. $5 suggested donation. Please 
bring your own place setting. Open to anyone age 
60 and up and their spouse of any age. Local bus 
provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to arrange. 
TVT requires a 48-hour notice. Masks required 
unless seated and eating.

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Monkton. Wednesday, May 25, 11:30 

a.m., Monkton Town Hall, Monkton 
Ridge. Please stay in your car. Drive up, check-
in, contact free pick up. Menu includes roast beef 
with gravy, home fries, French-cut green beans 
with lentils, wheat bread, oatmeal cookie and 
milk. Advance reservations only. Call Michelle to 
reserve by Sunday, May 22, at 802-377-1419. 
Open to anyone age 60 and up and their spouse 
of any age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery may 
be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. 
TVT requires 48-hour notice.

American Red Cross blood drive in Vergennes. 
Wednesday, May 25, noon-5 p.m., Cross Life 
Church, 1759 Route 7. Donors needed to give 
blood or platelets to ensure a strong blood 
supply in the coming months. To schedule an 
appointment to donate blood, platelets or plasma, 
download the Red Cross Blood Donor App, visit 
RedCrossBlood.org or call 1-800-CROSS (1-800-
733-2767).

Addison County Bike Club spring kickoff social 
in Middlebury. Wednesday, May 25, 5 p.m., Frog 
Hollow Bikes/ Marquis Theater, 75 Main St. Join 
the Addison County Bike Club its spring social 
gathering. We’ll ride beforehand and then get 
together for food and beverages. It’s your chance 
to boast about recent rides, meet new members 
or consider becoming a member. Wheels up at 
5 p.m. from Frog Hollow Bikes; meet at Marquis 
Theatre, Middlebury at 6 p.m.

Transparency virtual training. Wednesday, May 
25, 6:30-8:30 p.m., Town Meeting TV. Vermont 
Secretary of State Jim Condos and Deputy 
Secretary of State Chris Winters will be conducting 
a virtual training on Vermont’s government 
transparency laws, the Open Meeting Law and 
Public Records Act. In addition to the prepared 
presentation, Condos and Winters plan to answer 
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viewer questions, which can be submitted in 
advance via the Secretary of State’s website.

Pianist Natasha Koval Padon in Middlebury. 
Wednesday, May 25, 7 p.m., St. Stephen’s 
episcopal Church, on the town green. Born in 
Ukraine prior to World War II, Natasha Koval 
Paton, a gifted piano student, survived the horrors 
of war as a refugee. She was able to continue 
her studies with the help of the United Nations 
and church relief organizations. After coming to 
America in 1948, she continued her studies at 
the Mannes and Julliard Schools. Natasha has 
performed here and abroad and has often directed 
her concerts to support social causes. She is 
performing compositions by Polish composer 
Chopin, selected for their relevance to the present 
crisis in Ukraine. 

Celebrity Storytellers in Vergennes. 
Thursday, May 26, 10:30 a.m., Bixby 

Memorial Free Library, 258 Main St. As 
part of the Celebrity Storytellers series of reading 
throughout Vermont, David Zuckerman will be at 
the Bixby to read “One Horse Farm.” More info 
contact Mary L. Collins at (802) 730-0289 or 
email: mlcollinscom@gmail.com.

Age Well grab and go meal in Vergennes. 
Thursday, May 26, 11 a.m., St Peter’s Parish Hall, 
85 S. Maple St. Please stay in your car. Drive up, 
check-in, contact free pick up. Menu includes roast 
beef with gravy, home fries, French-cut green 
beans with lentils, wheat bread, oatmeal cookie 
and milk. Call Michelle to reserve by Sunday, May 
22, at 802-377-1419. Open to anyone age 60 and 
up and their spouse of any age. Free ride or pick-
up and delivery may be provided. Call TVT at 802-
388-2287 to inquire. TVT requires 48-hour notice.

Richard Collitt memorial gathering in Ripton. 
Thursday, May 26, 5:30-7 p.m., Ripton Community 
House, Route 125. The town of Ripton invites all to 
stop in to visit with Sue Collitt and her family at this 
town-wide gathering to remember Dick and his 
service to the town. Share your special memories 
with those gathered. Snacks and beverages will 
be available. All are welcome. Please wear a 
mask. For more information: Andrea Chesman: 
802-388-9782 or andreachesman@gmail.com.

 Sunset picnic, live music, and games in Otter 
Creek Gorge in Middlebury. *RESCHEDULED 
from Thursday, May 19* Thursday, May 26, 
evening, off Morgan Horse Farm Rd. Join MALT 
at Otter Creek Gorge for a gorgeous evening 
(fingers crossed!), featuring musician Nate 
Gusakov. Bring a picnic blanket and snacks 
to enjoy in the field. We’ll supply the campfire, 
music, and a selection of some of MALT’s finest 
outdoor games for kids and families to enjoy. 
Free, donations appreciated. Visit maltvt.org/
events to register. Rain date May 26. There are 
no bathroom facilities on site. Plan accordingly.

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Starksboro. Friday, May 27, 3:30 

p.m., Starksboro Baptist Church, Route 
116. Please stay in your car. Drive up, check-in, 
contact free pick up. Menu includes roast beef 
with gravy, home fries, French-cut green beans 
with lentils, wheat bread, oatmeal cookie and 
milk. Advance reservations only. Call Michelle to 
reserve by Sunday, May 22, at 802-377-1419. 
Open to anyone age 60 and up and their spouse 
of any age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery may 
be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. 
TVT requires 48-hour notice.

KeruBo in New Haven. Friday, May 27, 6-7:30 p.m., 
Lincoln Peak Vineyard, 142 River Rd. Doors open 
at 5 p.m. Come hear the first performance in Town 
Hall Theater’s World Music+Wine series. KeruBo 
is a singer/songwriter and Afro-Jazz artist from 
Kenya. Accompanied by a nine-piece band, she 
will sing a blend of African traditional music, with 
inflections of Brazilian samba/boss nova, jazz, 
and blues. Tickets $15 advance/$18 door/kids 12 
and under free, available www.townhalltheater.
org, by calling 802-382-9222, or at the door. 

THURSDAYmay
26

Gardeners rejoice
PLANT SALES AROUND the county in the coming weeks offer numerous opportunities 

for gardeners old and new to acquire some new specimens for their flower and vegetable 
gardens. Check out the calendar listings below and online for sales in Brandon, Bristol, 
Middlebury, Monkton and South Starksboro. 

Photo/Metro Creative
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CALENDARONLINE
addisonindependent.com

BSCRIBES
THE ADDISON INDEPENDENT

WE NEED U
Annual subscription for just $50. 
addisonindependent.com

Call 802-989-7220
OR email order inquiries
to info@ottereast.com

Be sure to check out our 
Facebook page for any 
specials and updates. 
Thank you all for your 
continued support!

Starting Monday May 16th  
we will be open six days a week. 

MON. 7 AM-1 PM • TUES.-SAT. 7 AM- 2 PM • SUN. CLOSED
51 OSSIE ROAD    EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT    802-989-7200

A light selection of our baked  goods/pastries  
will be available on Monday. 

Full breakfast and lunch menu available!
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Isabella Bluteau
Isabella Bluteau, or Bella, is Mount Abraham Union High School’s Student of the Week. She is the daughter of 

Danielle and Eric Bluteau, and lives in Bristol with her mother and stepfather, Randy. Her sister, Abby, graduated from 
Mt. Abe two years ago.

Bella frequently appears on the honor roll at Mt. Abe, making honors or high honors. This year she in enrolled in 
AP Art and Design, which she says has allowed her to explore art in a way that has connected to her personal growth 
throughout the years. Bella favors the arts in her pursuits. She has discovered a passion for theater while at Mt. Abe. 
In 7th grade she joined the fall musical and has participated in every fall and spring musical since. She has also been 
part of the music department since grade 7, and joined Sweet Transition, Mt. Abe’s a capella group, her sophomore 
year. Spring Musical Director Justin Bouvier says, “Bella is a student you always want in your corner. She has worked 
hard for everything she has, and I am excited to see her future unfold.” 

She played softball her freshman year and went on to become the varsity team manager for her junior and senior 
years. 

She has held a few jobs, but her most memorable was working at Bristol Cliffs Cafe from June 2018 until it closed 
in January of 2022. Prior to the pandemic she also volunteered in Burlington as a part of Love and Blessings, which 
is an organization that provides meals and other supplies for the homeless. They hosted a banquet once a month to 
serve a three-course meal to the homeless population in downtown Burlington.

When not in school or working, Bella can be found making art, writing music and hiking. 
Bella’s experience at Mt. Abe has taught her to find a learning style that works best for her as soon as possible. “Instead of struggling with a certain learning style 

because you think it’s the only option, advocate for yourself and ask for alternatives,” she says.
After high school, Bella will move to the Burlington area and learn the art of cosmetology at O’Briens Aveda Institute for Cosmetology. After the 9-month program, 

she hopes to use her cosmetology skills to go on and be a stagehand for theater productions. Everyone at Mt. Abraham wishes Bella the best in her future endeavors.. 

STUDENT OF THE WEEKSTUDENT OF THE WEEK  
 MOUNT ABRAHAM UNION HIGH SCHOOL MOUNT ABRAHAM UNION HIGH SCHOOL

Isabella Bluteau
MAUHS

• Business Law  •  Wills, Trusts and Estates
• Government Contracting  •  Elder Law

• Property and Tenancy Issues

Congratulations
Students!

A� ordable & client-focused legal services

802-489-5099 or law@jlgi.com 
28 North Street - Bristol Village

 JOHNSON LAW GROUP JOHNSON LAW GROUP

64 Jackman Drive  •  Bristol 
802.453.2381  •  JackmansInc.com

Way to go, 

Telecommunications Sales and Service
Data Cabling & Fiber Optics 

802-388-8999
Middlebury

Keep up the great work,

877-3118
Vergennes, VT

Isabella

16 Creek Road, Middlebury
388-6054

M-F 7:15-5:30 & Sat. 8-3
countrysidecarpetandpaint.com

We’ve Got You Covered!

Students of the week from all area high schools will 
receive a gift certificate from Vermont Book Shop and a 
mug from Otter Creek Bakery. Students of the Week are 

chosen by school teachers and administration.

Best of Luck to All Addison County Students!

Isabella

Jackman Fuels, Inc.
Serving the Champlain

Valley since 1945

205 Main Street, Vergennes
877-2661 • jackmanfuels.com

Congratulations to:
Isabella

27 Main Street, Vergennes

Keep your Eye
on your

future goals!
Mon 8-4 • Tues–Fri 8-5

If you are interested in advertising in Student of the 
Week contact advertising@addisonindependent.com14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDD., VT

802-388-3371

Congratulations

Stop by to grab 
your mug!

Congratulations

802-388-1338
99 Court St., Middlebury, VT

Isabella
Isabella

MIDDLEBURY — Two 
Mary Johnson Children’s Center 
caregivers have received national 
awards for their work this year. 
Jackie Prime and Brainna Heller 
were recognized as teachers who 
continue to raise the bar for the 
early childhood field with the 
Terri Lynne Lokoff Child Care 
Teacher Awards. In honor of a 
devoted childcare teacher, the 
award is designed to recognize 
and celebrate the achievements 
of outstanding early care and 
education teachers and bring 
attention to the critical role 
they play in the lives of young 
children.  

Heller, of MJCC’s Orwell 
Early Education Program, is 
in the top 10 of 50 recipients 
throughout the U.S. and in the 
running for National Child Care 
Teacher of the Year. In her own 
words, “I knew from my first 
day working as an early educator 
that teaching was my calling. My 
time at OEEP has allowed me to 
solidify my teaching philosophy 
and strengthen my leadership 
skills, and has provided me with 
a job I look forward to each 
morning. Being an early educator 
is not just a job, but a passion.” 
In addition to the Lokoff award, 
Heller was named the Helene 

Marks National Child Care 
Teacher of the Year.

Prime has been supporting 
the children and families in 
her community for over 20 
years, and is receiving the Terri 
Lynne Lokoff Award for the 
second time in her career. As 
a mother of four children, she 
understands the importance of 
having trusting, respectful, and 
transparent relationships with 
the children and families that 
she serves. Jackie notes, “We are 
early educators because it feeds 
our souls to support, inspire, and 
advocate for others.”

LINCOLN — The town-wide 
yard sale to benefit Weathervane 
United Inc., will be held on 
Saturday, May 28 from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. rain or shine. There will be 
sales at homes all over town, at 
the historical society, the library 
and the Weathervane walkway.  
The library will also 
be having their annual 
book and plant sale. 
Food will be available 
at the Lincoln Fire 
Department. The Lincoln 
Historical Society is 
looking for donations 
of good, clean, usable 
kitchenware, household 
items, linens, gardening 
items and sports 
equipment. They will be 
accepting donations at 
the museum on Friday 
and Saturday from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. and on 
Sunday from noon to 3 
p.m. Please call Eleanor 
at 802-453-2807 if you have any 
questions. 

Ladies Aid Industria would 
like to thank all their supporters, 
donators, buyers and workers who 
helped make the Spring rummage 
sale a success. All proceeds will 
be used to help those in the area.
FROM TINA SCHARF

We have a great volunteer group 
that patrols some of Lincoln’s 
roads and removes Poison Parsnip 
and Wild Chervil. These two plants 
are highly invasive, crowding out 
natives and lessening biodiversity, 
including the pollinators that need 
native plants in order to survive. 

Please patrol your own property 

for these invasive plants. If you 
don’t know what they look like, 
Google them.  Wear protective 
clothing when you pull the plants, 
especially parsnip. If you are 
unable to remove plants on your 
property let me know and I’ll try 
to find someone who can help.  

We could use 
more road warriors 
—  volunteers who will 
cover sections of road 
all summer, as opposed 
to just one group day.  

The group parsnip 
pulling day will be on 
Saturday, June 25. We’ll 
have a delicious lunch 
from the Lincoln Store 
and lots of camaraderie. 
Do take part in this 
effort in whatever way 
you can. It truly takes a 
village!
FROM THE TOWN

The Lincoln Gap Road 
is now open. Please be 

aware of bicyclists and hikers, 
and drive with caution.
REMINDER

The Lincoln Cooperative 
Preschool’s online auction is 
now live at tinyurl.com/lincoln-
preschool-auction. This year 
all proceeds of the auction are 
going towards their renovation 
campaign. They are building a 
new classroom and bathroom 
to accommodate more students, 
starting in the fall of 2022. Your 
financial support helps nurture 
the next generation. Thank you!

Until next time … Today Only 
Happens Once, Make It Amazing. 
A Winner Is A Dreamer Who 

MONKTON — May 28 will be 
a busy day in Monkton!

From 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. the 
Monkton Friend’s Methodist 
Church will hold their Annual 
Plant Sale at the church in Monkton 
Ridge. They will have a beautiful 
assortment of perennial plants for 
you to choose from. There will be 
plants for shady or sunny spots, 
herbs, fruits like rhubarb or berry 
bushes, all locally grown so you 

can be sure they will survive in our 
climate. Come and enjoy choosing 
from this great selection, see 
friends and neighbors while getting 
some good deals. Then you can go 
inside and check out the Craft Sale 
also that day to find a great gift or 
something for yourself! 

Happening too on May 28, 
Monkton’s annual Town-wide 
Yard Sale will be from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. The girls of BSA Troop 802 

are creating maps for area garage 
sales. You can have your own 
garage/lawn sale address placed on 
the map for $15.  Contact Karen 
Parker at puccidog@live.com 
before May 22nd to get your sale 
placed on the map..

So mark your calendars! 
Saturday, May 28th will be a day 
of great finds and a lot of fun. Let’s 
hope for sunshine that day!

MIDDLEBURY — When 
FM 92.1 WVTK’s Bruce Zeman 
wrapped up the 2022 “Bruce 
& Hobbes Ca$h for Paws” 
Radiothon last week, he was 
more than pleased to have raised 
$11,500 — almost double his goal 
of $6,000 — to benefit Homeward 
Bound, Addison County’s Humane 
Society.

But the popular local radio 
personality was twice as happy 
on Tuesday, May 10, when a 
New Haven resident matched 
the $11,500 raised, bringing the 
new fund drive total to a record 
$23,000.

Sweetening the pot was Roger 
Hamilton, a New Haven firefighter 
and avid listener of Zeman’s show, 
“The Wake-Up Crew with Bruce 
& Friends.”

“Roger has always supported 
our work, but this just blew me 
away. His generosity is going to 
change lives and shows the kind 
of person he is — a class act,” 
an emotional Zeman said of the 
contribution.

Created by Zeman back in 
2009, the “Bruce & Hobbes’ 
Ca$h for Paws” fundraiser has 
become a major financial boon 
for Homeward Bound, which 
provides critical care and adoption 
services primarily for abandoned 
dogs and cats in Addison County. 
Zeman established himself as a 
dog lover years ago, after adopting 

ROGER HAMILTON, CENTER, is flanked by WVTK’s Bruce Zeman 
and Hannah Manley of Homeward Bound as he presents the humane 
society an $11,500 check. The donation matched what Zeman had 
already raised on the Middlebury radio station as part of his “Bruce 
& Hobbes Ca$h for Paws” fund drive last week.

Homeward Bound nets $23K from radiothon

his irrepressible sidekick Hobbes, a 
small dachshund.

Hobbes passed away in July 
2020. Zeman has dedicated the 

radiothon to his best friend.
“I do this event for Hobbes, so 

more animals like him get the 
second chance he did,” he said.

JACKIE  PRIME BRIANNA  HELLER

NEWS

Monkton Have a news tip?
Call Liz Pecor at 453-2180

Mary Johnson Children’s Center

Teachers receive national awards

NEWS

Lincoln Have a news tip?
Call Dawn Mikkelsen at 453-7029

Never Gives Up. Either You Run 
The Day Or The Day Runs You.

We could 
use more 
road 
warriors —  
volunteers 
who will 
cover 
sections 
of road all 
summer, 
as opposed 
to just one 
group day.  

Reader Comments

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

Quotes are taken from reader comments submitted with subscription renewals.

“Thank you for being an important source
for local news and events.”

Here’s what one reader has to say about us!

A subscriber from Bristol writes:
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&&service& DIRECTORY

auto body restoration
auto repair 
carpentry/contractors
cleaning services
computers
construction

dental services
excavation
firewood
flooring
heating &
    air conditioning

home inspections
masonry
painting

Business
Thursday

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

COMPUTERS

CONSTRUCTION

CLEANING SERVICES

AUTO BODY RESTORATION

CHECK US OUT
ONLINE AT

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

David Walker Construction
298 Biddle Road
Lincoln, Vermont

05443

Residential - Remodeling
Decks  - Doors - Windows

802-989-0320
email:

dwconstruction@gmavt.net

Dupont Auto
4087 States Prison Hollow Rd

Monkton Ridge, VT 05469
(802)453-3562 • dupontauto7@gmail.com
Full service shop. We do comprehensive 
Mechanical Diagnostics and Repairs from 
Oil Changes to Engine Rebuilds and 
Replacements. Our Body/Collision Shop does 
all levels of repair and restoration. 

24 hour towing and road side service.

AUTO REPAIR

DENTAL SERVICES

      Bristol Park Dental

6 PARK PLACE, BRISTOL, VT    802.453.7700

 BristolParkDental.com • BristolParkHybridge.com

We are here for all of your dental needs, 
and offer the highest quality comprehensive 
care.  We are proud to bring the full range 
of dental services to our community, and to 
be your premiere implant provider.

Where a Happy, Healthy Smile is a Walk in the Park!

Accepting all insurances, and in network with Delta Dental, 
CIGNA, United Concordia, & CBA Blue.  No insurance? 

No problem.  Dental membership plans now available!

LOCAL CONTRACTOR
GENERAL CARPENTRY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Remodeling • Additions

Painting • Roofing
WINNER of “Best Local Contractor” 

FOUR CONSECUTIVE YEARS by 
READERS CHOICE AWARDS!

MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT

MARK TRUDEAUMARK TRUDEAU

802.388.0860802.388.0860

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

802-453-7345  |  138 Hunt Road, New Haven, VT

Metal Fabrication
Agricultural Repair
Commercial Repair

Auto Body Repair
Rust Repair
Collison Repair

Full/Custom
    restoration

We accept all major credit cards  |  We accept Insurance claims
Follow our projects on Facebook

Family owned & operated

FLOORING

Over two decades experience!

MASONRY
Fine Dry Stone Masonry

Jamie Masefield
Certified by the Dry Stone Wallers
Association of Great Britain

802-233-4670
jmasefield@gmavt.net

A friendly, professional, 
and affordable family business.
Interior & Exterior

HESCOCK PAINTING

Kim or Jonathan Hescock
hescock@shoreham.net

462-3737 or 989-9107

Free 
Estimates 

References 

Fully 
Insured

PAINTING

HOME INSPECTIONS

Champlain Valley
HOME INSPECTION

Home Inspections
Water quality testing
Radon testing

champlainvalleyhomeinspection.com
802-349-0967

Adam Thomas, Owner/Licensed Inspector

Serving northern and central Vermont

Gevry Firewood LLC
gevryfirewoodvt@gmail.com

or 802-349-0699

Are you looking for green or 
seasoned firewood?

Well we’ve got it all right here in Addison, VT!

We cut, split, and deliver hardwood 
firewood in 12-24 inch lengths.

And we now offer kiln dried firewood!
Contact us today for a quote!

FIREWOOD

Quaker Village
Carpentry

Siding, Windows, Garages, Decks & Porches
New Construction, Renovations and Repairs

Maurice plouffe
802-545-2251
1736 Quaker Village Road

Weybridge, VT 05753

FLOORING

Ductwork Design • Sealing
Fabrication • Installation 
Insulation • Replacement

Plasma Art • Torches • Welding 
Plasma Table • Duct Cleaning

H.R.V. / E.R.V. Installation
Ductwork Video Camera

Buy Local!   802.989.0396
Specializing in Ductwork for Heating, 

Ventilating & Air Conditioning Systems
Commercial/Residential . Owner Operated . Fully Insured . Neat & Clean

Ductwork Design • Sealing
Fabrication • Installation
Insulation • Replacement

Duct Cleaning
H.R.V. / E.R.V. Installation
Ductwork Video Camera

Buy Local! 802.989.0396
Specializing in Ductwork for Heating, 

Ventilating & Air Conditioning Systems
Commercial/Residential . Owner Operated . Fully Insured . Neat & Clean

HEATING AND
AIR CONDITIONING

www.vermontcustommoldings.com

EXCAVATION

802-247-5475
802-349-8265

STEADY PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & EXCAVATION

Owner

194 Silver Lake Road 
Goshen, Vt.

steadymaintenance@yahoo.com

CHUCK STEADY

SPRING IS SPRING IS 
HERE! —HERE! —

SO GET YOUR SPRING SO GET YOUR SPRING 
BUSINESS AD IN TODAY!BUSINESS AD IN TODAY!

ADVERTISE HERE TOADVERTISE HERE TO
FILL YOUR CALENDARFILL YOUR CALENDAR
CALL 802-388-4944.CALL 802-388-4944.

Melissa’s Quality
Cleaning Services
Residential & Commercial

GREAT RATES • FULLY INSURED
Reliable & Thorough 

802 345-6257

Certified
Collision Experts

All Makes and Models
Working with all

Insurance companies

(802) 388-9961
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

2196 Rt 7 South,  Middlebury
stonecdjr.com

Hometown Service from 
Your Hometown Dealers!

Factory-Trained Technicians
Servicing all makes

and models

G Stone Motors   
36 Boardman St., 

Middlebury
(802) 388-6718

gstonemotors.com 

Stone
Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
2149 Rt 7 So., Middlebury

(802) 388-9961
stonecdjr.com

F    J    C
802.310.1986

• Full service general 
contractor

• Turn key construction
• Kind knowledgeable staff

fjcbuilders.com

One cal l  does i t  a l l
Christopher Netelkos

cnetelkos@fjcbuilders.com   •   Sudbury, Vt.

 
NEW & REPAIR

Residential • Lake Camps (Dunmore)
Brick – Block – Stone 

Chimneys, Fireplaces, Outside Barbecues, 
Steps, Patios, Stone Walls

Bruce A. Maheu’s

MASONRY

                         Call Bruce
     802-352-6050 

35 Years Experience
Honest & Fair Pricing 

Free Estimates 
Fully Insured

Salisbury, VT

For an appointment , call The PC Medic of 
Vermont at 802-734-6815
www.pcmedicvt.com

The PC Medic of 
Vermont now offers 

both on-site and remote 
computer services for 

your PC.

Call today to see which 
type of appointment 

you need, and get your 
PC running correctly 

again!

Hummingbird
   Paint &
   Carpentry

Interior/Exterior 

802-377-2030
New Haven, VT

Fully 
Insured

Free
Estimates
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Soak Up The Sun!
Don’t spend your hard-earned money 
making the hot water or electricity that 
you use today–

SOLAR IS MORE AFFORDABLE THAN EVER!

Go Green with us –

We’ve been here for you for 43 years – 
Let us help you with your solar projects today. 

Call for a FREE on-site evaluation

SIDING

LAROSE SURVEYS, P.C.
Ronald L. LaRose, L.S. • Kevin R. LaRose, L.S.

Land Surveying/Septic Design
“We will take you through the

permitting process!”

25 West St. • PO Box 388
Bristol, VT 05443

Telephone: 802-453-3818
Fax: 802- 329-2138

larosesurveys@gmail.com

&&service& DIRECTORYBusiness
Thursday plumbing

property management
registration assistance
renewable energy

roofing
rubbish & recycling
septic & water
siding

storage
surveying
tree service
wood heating

SURVEYING

Reach
more potential
customers!

Place your ad in
the Addy Indy!

Marcel Brunet & Sons, Inc.
Windows & Siding

Vergennes, VT

802-316-6060 • rbrunet1@myfairpoint.net • 802-877-2640

Siding • Windows
Additions • Garages • Decks

WE HAVE THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT 
FOR THE RIGHT JOB – TO GIVE YOU

 REASONABLE RATES

Reasonable Rates • Year-round Service • Fully Insured
(802) 453-3351 • Cell (802) 363-5619

24 Hour Emergency Service 453-7014
 Brownswelding.com

Serving Vermont for over 42 years!

BROWN’S TREE & 
CRANE SERVICE

Dangerous Trees Cut & Removed
Stumps Removed  
Trusses Set
Trees Trimmed 
Land Clearing

FREE ESTIMATES FOR TREE SERVICES

TREE SERVICE

Celebrating 36 Years
Environmental Consultants – Licensed Designers

Steve Revell CPG, LD#178 BW

• Water Supply - Location, Development and Permitting
• On-Site Wastewater Design • Single & Multiple Lot Subdivision
• Property Development & Permitting
• State and Local Permitting
• Underground Storage Tank Removal & Assessment

Fax 802-453-5399 • Email: jrevell@lagvt.com
163 Revell Drive • Lincoln, VT 05443

Toll-Free: 800-477-4384
802-453-4384

www.lagvt.com

Jeremy Revell LD#611 BW • Tyler Maynard LD#597 B

REGISTRATION 
ASSISTANCE

ROOFING

Reach Thousands 
through our

Advertising Section 
List YOUR Business where 

people look for local services 
for home improvements 

of all kinds.

Call or email the 
Addison Independent

388-4944 or
ads@addisonindependent.com

BUSINESS & SERVICES

Advertise your business on these pages for under $10 per week.
Call 802-388-4944 or email advertising@addisonindependent.com for details.

PLUMBING

DO YOU  WORK ON AC UNITS?  
YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

SEPTIC & WATER

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

Phone (802) 537-3555

roofingMichael Doran
• Standing seam

• Asphalt shingles 
• Slate

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

roofing

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

Phone (802) 537-3555

Michael Doran
as seen at Addison County Field Days!

• Standing seam
• Asphalt shingles 

• Slate

mpdoransr@gmail.com

Made You Look
Imagine what
this space
could do for
your business

GETGET
RESULTS!RESULTS!
ADVERTISE ADVERTISE HEREHERE

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

Go Solar with
AllEarth Renewables
Customer-driven solutions 
designed, engineered and built 
in Vermont, with over 3,000 
installations in the state.

CALL 802.872.9600 x122
allearthrenewalables.com

RENEWABLE ENERGY

ROAD READY SERVICE LLC
JEANNE MILLER (802) 349-8483 • roadreadyservicellc@gmail.com

2877 Ethan Allen Highway, New Haven, VT. 05472

SAVE A TRIP TO THE DMVSAVE A TRIP TO THE DMV
Don’t drive to Rutland or Montpelier!

We can register all makes and models of cars, 
trucks, campers, trailers, RVs and boats

here in Addison County!

GET GET 
RESULTS!RESULTS!

ADVERTISE ADVERTISE HEREHERE

Short Surveying, inc.
Serving Addison County Since 1991

Timothy L. Short, L.S.
Property Line Surveys • Topographical Surveys

FEMA Elevation Certificates
135 S. Pleasant St., Middlebury, VT 

802-388-3511
ShortSurveyingVT@gmail.com

Serving Addison County
Call Us Today: (877) 777-7343

middleburyroofing.com
middleburyroofingvt@gmail.com

Slate Roof Specialists
S AV E  Y O U R  S L AT E  R O O F

Custom Copper • Standing Seam • Shingles 
Rubber • Chimneys • Siding • Windows

Senior Discount • Church Discount

Spring into the season!
ADVERTISE YOURADVERTISE YOUR

 LAWN & GARDEN BUSINESS HERE LAWN & GARDEN BUSINESS HERE. . 

CALL 802-388-4944 CALL 802-388-4944 
OR EMAIL OR EMAIL 

ADVERTISING@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COMADVERTISING@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM
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Public Meetings
AL-ANON OFFERS HELP 
and hope to anyone who 
has been affected by a 
loved one’s drinking.  Mid-
dlebury hosts online meet-
ings, Sunday nights at 7:15 
pm and Wednesdays at 
1:30 pm.  Visit vermonta-
lanonalateen.org for the 
link and list of other meet-
ings in the region.  If you’d 
like to speak to an Al-Anon 
member, call our answering 
service (866-972-5266) and 
an Al-Anon member will call 
you back.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS in person meetings 
are available. For a list 
of local virtual meetings 
visit http://bit.ly/district9aa.  
For more information visit 
https://aavt.org/ or call the 
24 hour hotline at 802-388-
9284.

THE TURNING POINT 
CENTER of Addison Coun-
ty is temporarily closed.  
Due to COVID-19 we are 
now holding our meetings 
online. For up-to-date infor-
mation on how to access 
recovery services remotely 
please visit  https://turning-
pointaddisonvt.org/covid-
19-page-2/.’

VERGENNES FREE 
THINKERS Founded in 
1935 on the principle of one 
alcoholic helping another 
to achieve sobriety, A.A. 
is an effective and endur-
ing program of recovery 
that has changed countless 
lives.  A.A. has always been 
committed to making its pro-
gram of recovery available 
to anyone, anywhere, who 
reaches out for help with an 
alcohol problem.  The Ver-
gennes Free Thinkers meet-
ing was created in January 
of this year to maintain a 
tradition of free expression, 
conduct a meeting where 
alcoholics may feel free to 
express any beliefs, doubts 
or disbelief they may have, 
to share their own personal 
form of spiritual experience, 
their search for it, and/or 
their rejection of it, without 
having to accept anyone 
else’s beliefs or having to 
deny their own. Meetings 
are held with a high regard 
for compassion and inclu-
sion without judgment or 
exception.  If you think we 
can help, please join us 
on Thursdays at 6pm by 
contacting Vergennesfree-
thinkers@gmail.com for 
Zoom and in-person meet-
ing information.

VERMONT SUPPORT 
LINE Are you struggling 
with a challenging situa-
tion? Do you have feel-
ings of sadness, loneliness, 
isolation, anger, or depres-
sion? You don’t have to 
face it alone. Talk with a 
caring person who under-
stands what you’re going 
through today by calling or 
texting the free and confi-
dential Pathways Vermont 
Support Line available 24/7 
at (833) VT - TALKS.

Services
C+I DRYWALL and plaster-
ing. Call Joe 802-234-5545.

CONSTRUCTION: ADDI-
TIONS, RENOVATIONS 
new construction, drywall, 
carpentry, painting, flooring, 
roofing, pressure washing, 
driveway sealing. All as-
pects of construction, also 
property maintenance. Ste-
ven Fifield 802-989-0009.

MELISSA’S QUALITY 
CLEANING Services. Resi-
dential and commercial. 
Fully insured. Great rates. 
Reliable and thorough 
cleaning. 802-345-6257.

ODD JOBS lawn work, cut 
brush, some tree work. Call 
us we do other jobs too! 
802-999-2194 John.

3
WE BUY OLD STUFF Es-
tates, collections, antiques 
etc. Also hunting and fish-
ing items. Call Erik 802-
345-0653.

Free
DIGITAL ACCESS View 
obituaries, calendar listings 
and classifieds online at 
addisonindependent.com.  
Don’t miss out on events, 
garage sales, or opportu-
nities- check out our free 
digital listings.  Looking 
to read more? Become a 
subscriber!

EXCESS NEWSPAPERS, 
GREAT for gardening.  
Keep grass and other 
weeds under control with 
newspapers. Printed with 
soy-based ink.  Newspa-
pers can also be used as 
a compost material, fire 
starter, wrapping paper, 
window cleaner and so 
much more! Available at 
The Addison Independent, 
58 Maple St. Middlebury; in 
the Marble Works. Office is 
open M-F, 9am-4pm.

Garage Sales
LINCOLN- Town Wide Yard 
Sales. May 28th from 9-3. 
Follow the orange arrows. 
Questions? Call 802-453-
4280.

DEADLINE: Monday at 5 p.m. 

CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM
Addison Independent

Cash in on our 4-for-3 rates! Pay for 3 issues, get 4th issue free! An ad placed for consective issues runs the 4th time for free! PLEASE PRINT YOUR AD...

The Independent assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in ads, but will 
rerun classified ad in which the error oc-
curred. No refunds will be possible. Ad-
vertiser will please notify us of any errors 
which may occur after first publication.

Number of words:
Cost:
# of runs:
Spotlight Charge:
Internet Listing: $2.00
TOTAL:

ADDISON INDEPENDENT
58 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-4944
addisonindependent.com •  email: classifieds@addisonindependent.com

RA
TE

S

• 25¢ per word • minimum $2.50 per ad 

• $2 internet listing for up to 4 issues • minimum 2 insertions

• Special 4 for 3 rates not valid for the following categories: Services,
Opportunities, Real Estate, Wood heat, Attn. Farmers, For Rent & Help Wanted

Notices

Card of Thanks

Personals

Services

Free**

Lost ’N Found**

Garage Sales 

Lawn & Garden

Opportunities

Adoption

Work Wanted

Help Wanted

For Sale

Public Meetings**

For Rent

Want to Rent

Wood Heat

Real Estate

Animals

Att. Farmers

Motorcycles

Cars

Trucks

SUVs

Snowmobiles

Boats

Wanted

Real Estate Wanted

Vacation Rentals

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Spotlight with large 3$2** no charge for these ads

Or, submit your classified ad on our website: addisonindependent.com

Volunteer ad

3x3 or a 6x3 

Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities County Tire Center, Inc. is a busy 10 bay shop looking 
for a motivated full-time automotive technician with 

knowledge in brakes, exhaust, oil changes, tires,
VT state inspection license as well as all other related 
mechanical job duties. Your own tools are required.

Email cover letter, resume
and three references to

lisa@countytirecenter.com
or mail/drop off at: 

County Tire Center, Inc. 
33 Seymour St

Middlebury, VT 05753

We offer competitive wages including health insurance, vacation/
sick time, 401K, uniforms and boot allowance. 

40 hours per week Monday-Friday, with 
overtime available during the months

of fall and spring tire changes.

Love Cars?
               Us Too!64 Jackman Drive • Bristol, VT  05443

802-453-2381 • JackmansInc.com

We are looking for a CDL DRIVER Class B 
with Hazmat Endorsement to set

propane tanks, deliver pellets, etc. 
Working as a team member with the service 

department is required. 

Jackman’s of Bristol is a growing local 
company looking to add quality people.  

We proudly pay for classes to further your 
education, and licenses.

Pay is commensurate with experience.
We offer a fuel benefit, employee pricing, 
health insurance, company cell phone,

and matching 401k retirement.

NOW HIRING!

Contact us today! 
Email Tim@jackmansinc.com

or apply online at JackmansInc.com

Great Monday-Friday 1st shift schedule in a beautiful 
location with lots of natural light and excellent perks 

including unlimited cold brew and fresh hot coffee daily,
1lb/week to take home, and a 50% employee discount!

 We are a growing company
with lots of opportunities, join us today!

Complete the online application at 
www.stonewallkitchen.com/employment

Because we are a sensory-sensitive company we cannot employ smokers. 

Love Great Coffee and 
Want it for FREE?

Come join the team at Vermont Coffee Company,
part of Stonewall Kitchen’s Family of Brands!

Now hiring for
Ground Line Operator

Roaster

Do you thrive in a culture
of JOY, KINDNESS, and FUN?

Join us today and be part of
something special in Middlebury!

BIG NEWS! WE ARE GROWING OUR TEAM!
The Yellow House Community (YHC) is a State licensed Therapeutic Community Residence 

located in downtown Middlebury. We recently renovated our second dwelling, the Carriage Barn,
and are excited to hire additional staff (“Sidekicks”) for our two beautiful homes.  At YHC, we provide 

residential support to young adults (“Friends”) with intellectual and developmental disabilities.
We are looking for team players who are patient, reliable, and love to have fun.

COMPETITIVE COMPENSATION – FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING – PAID TRAINING

EVENING SIDEKICK (FT/PT; Shift hours: 3pm – 9pm)
The Evening Sidekick collaborates with the Program Director and Sidekicks to assist Friends with 

nighttime activities and routines. Evening Sidekicks guide Friends in dinner preparation, games, exercise, 
social outings, household chores, personal/hygiene care, and bedtime routines. Evening Sidekicks

enjoy a laid-back, evening vibe with plenty of opportunities for connection and fun with our residents. 
Compensation ranges from $18 - 22/hr with higher rates for weekend shifts.

OVERNIGHT SIDEKICK (PT; Shift hours: 9pm – 7am)
The Overnight Sidekick is responsible for the overnight care and supervision of a dwelling’s
four young adult residents. The Overnight Sidekick sleeps at Yellow House and awakens to

respond to Friends’ needs and emergencies.  A typical night involves the Overnight Sidekick
waking up for one ten-minute session. Great second job opportunity!

$160/overnight flat-rate compensation; $175/overnight for weekends.

“TWO-PACK” SIDEKICK (PT; Evening 3pm – 9pm + Overnight 9pm – 7am)
A Two-Pack Sidekick works two Evening/Overnight combination shifts per week, with shifts starting
at 3pm and continuing through to the next morning. The Evening/Overnight combo shift is favored

by YHC staff because it allows for maximum earning power with a small weekly commitment.
Earn $28K+ annually for 2 nights per week! 

Additional pay for weekends.
For detailed job descriptions, please visit our website: 

yellowhousecommunity.com
Applicants should submit a Letter of Interest,

Resume, and 2 References (phone numbers) to
Elise Haydon, YHC Executive Director at:

elise@yellowhousecommunity.com

Addison Independent

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Public Meetings Public Meetings Services Services Free

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Tri-Valley Transit is in desperate need of volunteer drivers. With just a few spare hours 
you can give neighbors life-changing access to food and medical services. You tell us 

when you’re available and what trips you want to take - it’s all up to you!

Volunteer Drivers Needed

For more info contact Amy Buxton,
Volunteer Coordinator, at

abuxton@trivalleytransit.org
or 802-388-2287.
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Help Wanted
AMERICAN FLATBREAD 
MIDDLEBURY Hearth 
is hiring!  Offering good 
compensation, respect-
ful co-workers, and great 
food.  We are hiring for 
multiple full time and part 

time positions including bar 
leadership, daytime prep 
and evening shifts.  Ample 
opportunities for growth in 
a positive work environ-
ment.  Please stop in for 

an application or email Joe 
at joe@americanflatbread.
com. EOE.

ESTABLISHED COMPANY 
seeking exper ienced 
finish carpenters to work 
on new construction and 
renovation projects that are 
local. Looking for someone 
with attention to detail, 
outstanding craftsmanship 
and professional ism. 
Compensat ion based 
on experience and work 
performance. Possible 
additional benefits for the 
right person. Work hours 
are from 7 AM to 3:30 PM 
Monday thru Friday. Five 
paid holidays to start and 
potential to earn vacation 
time. To apply, please 
email name, contact info, 
applicable experience to 
rgale@mgalebuilders.com

3
KEEWAYDIN CAMP is 
looking for help with a wide 
variety of groundskeep-
ers and maintenance jobs, 
no experience necessary. 
M-F with a few Saturdays 
through October. Email 
lee@keewaydin.org or call 
802.352.4447 lv msg

3
LANDSCAPERS - ZERO 
TURN OPERATORS look-
ing for honest, hardworking 
people to help with busy 
2022 season. $18-$21 per 
hour depending on experi-
ence. Call Mark at Pleasant 
Valley Inc. 802-343-4820 in 
North Ferrisburgh.

PARKER EXCAVATION IS 
a local excavating company 
known for its work ethic and 
attention to detail. Do you 
take pride in your work and 
long to make the smallest 
of details fit just right? We 
may be looking for YOU! 
As our busy season ap-
proaches, we are looking 
to fill multiple positions. 
We offer competitive start-
ing package dependent 
on experience. Job Type: 
Full-time. Pay: $16.00 - 
$31.00 per hour. Call 802-
877-3434

PAINT CREW LEADER 
(Rutland County). Re-
SOURCE: A Non-Profit 
Community Enterprise, 
provides youth between 
the ages of 16 and 24 
with job skills, leadership 
and career development 
training.  The Paint Crew 
Leader will provide valuable 
job skills and safety training 
to youth crew members as 
they paint historic barns 
in Rutland County. The 
ReSOURCE staff team is 
highly collaborative and 
deeply invested in youth 
development. This is a sea-
sonal position from mid-
June through the end of 
August, for approximately 
10 weeks, full time (40 
hours a week). Priority 
candidates will have ex-
perience in both painting/
construction and education 
and must have transpor-
tation. Compensation is 
$20/hr - $25/hr, depending 
on experience. Interested 
applicants please send a 
resume and cover letter 
to Andrew Jope ajope@
resourcevt.org

Q’S COWS IS A cattle 
handling and feed produc-
ing operation. We have 
an opening for a lead per-
son. Duties would include 
transporting cattle, operat-
ing farm equipment and 
general work. This job is 
5-1/2 days a week and well 
compensated for the right 
person. 802-349-9566 for 
more information.

For Sale
FOR SALE: Mountain Bike 
$300.00 call for more infor-
mation. Sears Kenmore 
Washer & Dryer $300 for 
both. Wayne Spencer 802-
398-7636

FOR SALE: small utility 
trailer. 4ft x 6ft with tailgate. 
$220 802-388-6004

Vacation Rentals
ADDISON: LAKE CHAM-
PLAIN waterfront camp. 
Beautiful views, gorgeous 
sunsets, private beach, 
dock, rowboat and canoe 
included. $999. weekly, or 
call for weekends. 802-349-
4212, no texts.

For Rent
DRY, WINTER/SUMMER 
STORAGE SPACE in Ad-
dison. Available storage 
space in my barn for sum-
mer/winter storage. The 
barn is structurally sound 
and weather-tight with 
electricity. No heat or run-
ning water. The barn is also 
available for lease. The en-
trance door measurements 
are 8’ wide by 7’ high. For 
more info: 802-363-3403 
or rochon_m@yahoo.com.

MIDDLEBURY BRIAR-
WOOD APARTMENTS 
is currently taking wait-
list applications for 2- br 
apartments. No smoking/
No pets. Income limits 
apply- rent based on in-
come- 2 person minimum 
occupancy.  Equal Housing 
Opportunity. Handicapped 
accessible.  802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com.

MIDDLEBURY COMMONS 
(MIDDLEBURY): One 
bedroom apartment , bar-
rier free, Laundry on site, 
ACTR(Bus) stop on site, 
utilities included, rent based 
on income. For applications 
& guidelines contact 802-
828-1045. Equal Housing 
Opportunity.

MIDDLEBURY, OFF CAM-
PUS HOUSING available. 
802-388-4831, AJ Neri 
Property Rentals.

SPECTACULAR 2 BED-
ROOM rental on the lake 
in Leicester. Completely,  
newly remodeled. Long 
term rental. Heat, electric-
ity, parking included. Inter-
net available. $2,500/mo. 
plus deposit, references. 
No pets.  Available June 
1. 802-388-0860.

VERGENNES VALLEY 
VIEW APARTMENTS is 
currently taking wait list ap-
plications.  Occupants must 
be 62+ years of age.  No 
smoking/ No pets. Income 
limits apply - Rent based 
on income. Equal Housing 
Opportunity.  802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com.

Account: Real-Net 
Management, 

Bicknell Real Est
1 Cols Wide

Att. Farmers
HORSE BLANKET WASH 
and repair.  Accepting non-
leather (for now) horsewear 
of all kinds for cleaning and 
repairing at my Weybridge 
location.  Call or text Sue 
Miller at 802-377-5945 or 
email svdwmiller@icloud.
com with “horse” in the 
subject line for more in-
formation.

SMALL SQUARE BALES 
$3.50.  Excellent round 
bales $30.00.  Call 802-
377-5455.

WHITNEY’S CUSTOM 
FARM WORK Pond agi-
tating, liquid manure haul-
ing, drag line aerating. Call 
for price. 462-2755, John 
Whitney.

Wanted
WANTED: Comic Books. 
Call David 857-210-5029.

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent

MIDDLEBURY UNION 
HIGH SCHOOL

MUHS
COACHING POSITIONS

Middlebury Union High School is seeking the following:
JV Girls’ Volleyball Coach

Varsity Boys’ Basketball Coach
Assistant Varsity Boys’ Basketball Coach

Applicants must possess a strong knowledge of coaching 
principles with previous coaching experience preferred.  
Must possess strong organizational skills and the ability 
to communicate and relate to student athletes.

Interested parties should send
a letter of interest, resume, and three 

current letters of reference to:
Sean Farrell/Athletic Director

Middlebury Union High School
73 Charles Avenue

Middlebury, VT  05753
Applications will be accepted

until the positions have been filled.
E.O.E.

Seeking entry level, full-time, team 
oriented individual for routine 

maintenance of Town properties.
The applicant needs to be respectful
of equipment and safety conscious 

during vehicle and equipment operation, 
have a good work ethic, and the ability 

to take and remember directions. 
The work is physically demanding 

and we work in all kinds of weather. 
Competitive salary

and benefits are offered. 
Applications can be picked up at

the Ferrisburgh Town Clerk’s Office,
3279 US Rt. 7, Ferrisburgh,Vt. 

The Town of Ferrisburgh
is an equal opportunity employer.

Town of Ferrisburgh 
Highway/ Grounds 

Maintenance

SLATE VALLEY 
MODIFIED UNIFIED UNION 

SCHOOL DISTRICT
5th/6th GRADE ELEMENTARY 

TEACHER  2022-2023

Slate Valley School District is seeking a 
5th/6TH Grade Elementary School Teacher 
at the Fair Haven Grade School beginning 

2022-2023 school year.
Candidates must be familiar with
early middle school ideology and 
developmental needs of students 
in their early middle-level years. 

Seeking a candidate who desires to work
in a collaborative team, who values

the importance of relationships with 
students and colleagues, and who wants 
to provide instruction that is relevant, 

rigorous and engaging.
Candidate must meet Vermont State 

Teacher Licensing requirements.  
For additional information, contact Deb 
Infurna, Principal at dinfurna@svuvt.org

All applicants must apply on
www.SchoolSpring.com

Position will remain open until filled
EOE

It’s against the law to 
discriminate

when advertising housing

Let us help you sift through the complexities of the 
Fair Housing Law. Stay legal. Stay on the right side 
of the nation’s Fair Housing Law. 
Call the Addison Independent at (802) 388-4944. 

Talk to our sales professionals.

It’s against the law to discriminate when 
advertising housing. Its easier to break the 

law than you might think.
You can’t say “no children” or “adults 

only.”
There’s a lot you can’t say.

The Federal Government is watching for 
such discrimination.

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted

3 x col 8.25
addy indy sales

rep
CD

Looking for 
something different?

Your local newspaper 
is your

BEST RESOURCE 
for local 

job opportunities!

Also available online:
addisonindependent.com

2 x col 6
seed sheets CD

2 x col  4.5
whistle

pig
CD

2 x col  4
randy

s
CD

2 x col  3.5
Colby hill

CD2 x col  2.25
maplefields

CD

Help Wanted

More Help 
Wanted 

ads can be 
found on 

Page 10B.

Help Wanted

All real estate 
advertising in this 
newspaper is subject  
to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act of 
1968 as amended 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, 
or persons receiving 
public assistance, 
or an intention to 
make any such 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will 
not  knowingly accept 
any advertisement 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
in this newspaper 
are available on an 
equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain 
of discrimination, call 
HUD Toll-free at 1-800-
424-8590. For the 
Washington, DC area 
please call HUD at  
426-3500.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORUNITIY

For Rent

For Rent

Help Wanted

Christy Lynn, Director of Sales
58 Maple St. Middlebury, VT 05753

christy@addisonindependent.com

A successful candidate  
would have:
• A passion and drive to help  

local businesses pursue effective  
marketing and advertising platforms.

• A tenacious drive to support and grow sales.  

• An outgoing personality eager to meet and  help develop 
effective marketing plans for area  businesses.

• Excellent communication skills and comfort  conducting business 
over email, phone, and  in person. 

• Exceptional organization skills and the capacity to help clients 
navigate the field of options  effectively.

GREAT WORK! 
You found your dream job...

Marketing & Advertising 
Account Manager

Learn more about us at addisonindependent.com

Join us as we pursue excellence in local media!
The Addison Independent is hiring a dynamic individual  

with boundless creative energy and an optimistic  
desire to help local businesses. 

Full time position with great earning potential, a flexible schedule  
and room for self-direction, as well as the opportunity to  
join a cheerful, family-owned company in Middlebury. 

If this is you, let Christy know!

is hiring for the 2022 season.
We are located in Bristol.

Work includes Hardscape Installations, 
Planting Installations and

Planting Bed Maintenance.
Applicants should have a valid driver’s 

license and the ability to work in 
all weather conditions. Experience 

preferred but we are willing to train. 
Work to begin early April. 

Contact: Dave Brett
Email: davebrett@gmavt.net

Phone: (802)363-9958

Colby Hill
Landscape Company

LANDSCAPERS WANTED:LANDSCAPERS WANTED:

OLD & Used
guns wanted

P: 802-775-2859
C: 802-236-7213

Rifles, 
Hand 
guns, 

Shot guns
Top prices paid.

38 Pond Lane, Middlebury

Seasonal Help 
Needed

Looking for extra 
income this spring?

$18 an hour
*NO Heavy Lifting*
*Flexible Schedules*

Seedsheets is looking for seasonal 
help in processing customer orders. 
We are looking for team members 

with strong attention to detail
and a desire to create a great

product for our customers.
Our primary needs are in the 

afternoon/evenings/weekends,
but flexibility on days and
hours can be discussed.

Please email: jobs@seedsheets.com 
for more information.

ALL ADDISON COUNTY LOCATIONS 
CURRENTLY HIRING!

For openings and to apply, visit 
Maplefields.com

Looking for work in your hometown? 
We offer medical, dental, paid vacation, 

personal time, sick time and 401K for
full time positions.

Seeking experienced full time auto 
technician to work in a small, 

fast-paced tire and preventative 
maintenance repair shop.

The job requires applicant to be reliable, 
have excellent customer skills, a clean driving 

record, tools, and a VT State Inspection 
license (or the ability to obtain a license). 

Must be detail oriented, willing to work as 
a strong team member and able to work 

independently when required.
Shop hours are Mon–Fri 8am to 5pm, but 
some overtime is expected when needed, 

wage is based on experience and references.
Applicants may contact

Randy @ 802-989-1386,
randys.rf@gmail.com or

in person at Randys Service Center,
44 N. Pleasant St., Midd., VT 05753.

There are barns to paint,
lawns to mow,  and no end

of  odd jobs needing attention.

WhistlePig is looking to hire
a few seasonal employees that are 

detail-oriented, handy, and reliable. 
 

Hours: 8-4 Monday-Thursday
Wage: Hourly based on experience
Reliable transportation is needed.

Send experience and inquiry to:
jobs@whistlepigrye.com.

No phone calls, please.

Summer Help Needed
Painting, Groundskeeping, and More!

THE MEADOWS
Middlebury, VT

We are currently 
accepting applications 

for our waiting list.
Eligible applicants pay 
30% of their adjusted 

income for rent.
For more information, 
please write or call the 

rental management agent.

Real-Net
Management, Inc.

26 Court Street
Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-4994
EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY
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DAIRY AUCTION!
THE BOLDUC FAMILY DAIRY DISPERSAL

WEDNESDAY JUNE 1ST 
ADDISON COUNTY COMMISSION SALES BARNS

345 EAST Main Street - East Middlebury, Vt. 05740 (RT 125)

11AM SHARP
200 HEAD - SELECT SIRE BRED, 

FREESTALL HERD 
125 MILKERS AVE. 75LBS TO 90 LBS

23 BRED HEIFERS DUE JUNE TO NOVEMBER
– 27 YEARLINGS

  PROTEIN 33 – BUTTERFAT 45- ALL VACCINATED!!
SELECT HOLSTEIN SIRES –EVERETT, ROCKETFIRE, GROFF, 

DELRAY, BASIC, SUPERFIRE!!
THE HERD ALSO INCLUDES 20

TOP QUALITY JERSEYS
15 MILKERS – 5 BRED HEIFERS- 4 RTB – 5 CFS
SELECT JERSEY SIRES –LEMONHEAD, MATT, & CASINO

SALE NOTE – WELL BRED FOR TOP PRODUCTION!!
**ALSO FOR SALE 2PM FEEDER SALE TO FOLLOW

ACCEPTING FEEDER CONSIGNMENTS NOW **
Sale managed by: 

ADDISON COUNTY COMMISSION SALES INC.
TG WISNOWSKI & SONS • 802-388-2661 • 802-989-1507

AUCTIONEER: JOHN NOP  
FOOD: LAZY BREEZE FARM BURGER BUGGY

WWW.ACCSCATTLE.COM

Auctions

MONTPELIER — Vermont 
Secretary of State Jim Condos has 
announced that, as in past years, 
he and Deputy Secretary of State 
Chris Winters will be conducting 
a virtual training on Vermont’s 
government transparency laws, 
the Open Meeting Law and 
Public Records Act, hosted and 
livestreamed by Town Meeting 
TV on Wednesday, May 25, from 
6:30-8:30 p.m.

The event can be livestreamed 
on Town Meeting TV’s YouTube 
page.

“Vermonters demand and 
deserve transparency from their 
local, state and federal government 
officials,” said Condos. “The 
public has a right to know how its 
government is making decisions. 
Most officials I know are well-
intentioned, public servants who 
want to follow the law and best 
serve their communities — my 
hope with this training is to give 
them the tools, information and 
resources to best do so.”

Over the past 10 years, the 
Secretary and Deputy Secretary 
have conducted the ‘Transparency 
Tour’ every other year, travelling 
the state to hold these trainings in 
person. After being unable to do 
so in 2021 due to COVID, Condos 
and Winters offer this virtual and 
recorded training to Vermont local 
and state government officials, 
staff, members of the press and 
engaged residents.

“Open government is good 
government. Every government 
official, from dog catcher to 
Governor, should be working as 
if there were 643,000 Vermonters 
looking over their shoulder,” 
said Winters. “This important 
training is a way for us to promote 
responsible government at all 
levels. ‘Transparency’ isn’t just a 
buzzword, it’s the law!”

In addition to the prepared 
presentation, Condos and Winters 
plan to answer viewer questions, 
which can be submitted in advance 
via the Secretary of State’s website.

VERGENNES — Spencer 
White, a Vergennes resident and 
11-grade student at the Patricia 
A. Hannaford Career Center in 
Middlebury, won first place and a 
gold medal in the Diesel Equipment 
Technology competition at the 
2022 SkillsUSA Vermont State 
Championship at Advantage Truck 
Group (ATG) in Shrewsbury, 
Mass., where Vermont’s top diesel 
students competed in hands-on 
workstations that tested their 
skills and knowledge of diesel 
technology.

As the first-place winner in 
the competition, White qualifies 
to compete for the national 
SkillsUSA Championship in June. 
White and the other top winners 

HANNAFORD CAREER CENTER student Spencer White, third from left, Took home the gold medal in the recent SkillsUSA Vermont Diesel 
Technology competition held at Advantage Truck Group on April 28. With White are  Kevin Gaugush, left, Advantage Truck Group chief people 
officer; Christopher Gray, co-director of SkillsUSA Vermont; White; Christian Dessureau, silver medal winner from Randolph Technical 
Center; Jakob Biniecki, bronze medal winner from Northwest Technical Center; Kevin Holmes, Advantage Truck group president and CEO of 
Advantage Truck Group; and Rob Lynds, Advantage Truck Group training director. 

Photo courtesy of SkillsUSA

SPENCER WHITE OF Vergennes is observed by a judge at the 
recent Vermont SkillsUSA competition. White took home the gold 
medal.

Photo courtesy of SkillsUSA

also earn scholarship awards.
“My classes have taught me 

not only how systems work but 
also why they are important, 
and I’ve been able to combine 
that with hands-on work,” said 
White, a student in the Diesel 
Power Technology Program. “It’s 
a great program that is teaching 
me technical skills and life skills 
that will help me to be a better 
employee, like time management 
and being responsible for projects 
in the shop.”

“Spencer looks at every 
challenge as a learning 
opportunity,” said Hannaford 
Career Center’s diesel power 
technology instructor, Gretchen 
Cotell. “His careful and patient 
approach to everything he does 
makes him successful at anything 
he sets his mind to do.”

Hosted on April 28 at 
ATG, the SkillsUSA Vermont 
Diesel Equipment Technology 
State Championship included 
workstations that challenged 
students’ knowledge of tools, 
precision measurement, specific 
vehicle components and job 
interview skills. Students 
competed in hands-on tasks 
related to engine diagnostics, 
electrical systems, brakes, tires, 
air systems and more. In addition 
to hosting this year’s competition, 

ATG designed the hands-on tasks 
at each testing station and managed 
the day-long event.

“It’s a pleasure to watch these 
students work and compete. There’s 
a need for diesel technicians across 
the state and ATG is privileged 
to help support opportunities for 
students interested in this career,” 
said Kevin Holmes, president 
and CEO of ATG, whose network 
of dealers includes locations 
in Raynham, Shrewsbury and 
Westfield, Massachusetts; Lebanon, 
Manchester and Seabrook, New 
Hampshire; and Westminster, 
Vermont.

Other student winners in the 

Diesel Equipment Technology 
competition are Christian 
Dessureau from Williamstown, 
a senior at Randolph Technical 
Career Center (RTCC) who won 
second place and a silver medal, 
and Northwest Career & Technical 
Center (NCTC) junior-year student 
Jakob Biniecki from Alburgh, who 
finished in third place and was 
awarded a bronze medal.

The annual SkillsUSA 
competition helps support student 
interest in diesel technician-related 
work while helping to build the 
employment pipeline for the 
state’s trucking and agricultural 
industries.

Vergennes student wins 
gold at diesel competiton

Government transparacy
to be discussed May 25

GRAND ISLE — After a 
long winter, many anglers and 
boaters look forward to starting 
their recreation season on Lake 
Champlain as 
early as possible. 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y , 
aquatic invasive 
plants and animals, 
like curly leaf pond 
weed and zebra 
mussels, do not take 
the spring off. Many 
invasive species 
overwinter in our 
lakes and streams and 
will be growing as 
soon as the ice is out. 
If you are boating in 
April and May please 
make sure to clean, 
drain, and dry your 
boats and trailers 
and disinfect your 
fishing gear. All of 
the Northeast states 
(Connecticut, Maine, 
Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, New 
York, Vermont, and 
Rhode Island) will 
thank you if you do.  

The Northeast states spend 
millions of dollars each year 
protecting the ponds, lakes, rivers, 
and streams that call to you when 
the spring peepers are singing 
and the snowdrops are blooming. 
Together we can keep your 
favorite fishing hole or aquatic 
home-away-from-home an 
enjoyable and relaxing place to be. 

“We depend on the people 
who enjoy the natural beauty of 
our waterways in Vermont to do 
their part to ensure they remain 
healthy. It is a small measure that 

has a great impact to clean, drain, 
and dry your watercraft to protect 
one of our greatest resources” 
said Vermont Department of 

Fish & Wildlife 
C o m m i s s i o n e r 
Christopher Herrick. 

“Aquatic invasive 
species are waking 
up alongside their 
native counterparts, 
and we all need to 
make sure we do 
not move any plants 
or animals to ensure 
we are protecting the 
natural resources we 
enjoy,” said Dr. Eric 
Howe, Director of 
the Lake Champlain 
Basin Program.  

Also, remember 
that if you are boating 
in New Hampshire 
or in Maine with 
vessels registered 
in a different state, 
you must purchase 
a state-specific out-
of-state boater decal 
to boat on waters in 
those states. Decals 

are $20. The New Hampshire 
decal can be purchased at tinyurl.
com/NH-Boat-sticker and the 
Maine decal can be purchased at 
tinyurl.com/Maine-boat-sticker. 

Please check tinyurl.com/LCB-
prevent-invasives for tips on how 
to clean, drain, and dry. 

For further information about 
aquatic invasive species in Lake 
Champlain, call Meg Modley, 
Lake Champlain Basin Program 
Aquatic Invasive Species 
Management Coordinator at (802) 
372-0216. 

Clean your boat!
Put a stop to invasive species

“We depend 
on the people 
who enjoy 
the natural 
beauty of our 
waterways in 
Vermont to do 
their part to 
ensure they 
remain healthy. 
It is a small 
measure that 
has a great 
impact to clean, 
drain, and dry 
your watercraft 
to protect one 
of our greatest 
resources.”

— Christopher 
Herrick
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‘Amahl’ redux

A year after a planned encore, a 

beloved opera returns to a Salis-

bury church. See Arts+Leisure.

By the way
By the way

Not quite...

The Panther men’s hockey team 

showed promise its first games, 

but fell just short. See Page 1B.

Giving
Some Bristol neighbors held a 

festive gathering that collected 

food for donation. See Page 14A.

Departing Sheldon director made his mark on local history

Brooks brought flair to museum exhibits

(See Brooks, Page 16A)

Lt. gov. first to enter

race for Congress

Shelters
fill up as
temps dip
COVID measures 

limiting capacity

(See Shelters, Page 11A)

(See Gray, Page 15A)

Mt. Abe seeks healing after threats

Officials act and students speak out

$8M Career
Center bond
in the works

(See Career Center, Page 13A)

(See Gun scare, Page 10A)

Flag displays touched off the turmoil

(See Flags, Page 9A)

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Patricia 

Hannaford Career Center (PHCC) 

directors are reviewing an $8.1 

million plan to renovate the 

Middlebury school’s Charles 

Avenue and North Campus 

buildings, in anticipation of 

presenting it to area voters as a 

bond proposal as soon as next 

March.
The bulk of the project would 

involve energy-related repairs 

and upgrades to the PHCC’s 

50-year-old main building at 51 

Charles Ave. Completed in 1971, 

this 63,000-square-foot structure 

still operates with much of its 

original heating, ventilation, air-

conditioning, electrical, plumbing 

and lighting infrastructure, 

according to PHCC Superintendent 

Dana Peterson.

The Career Center board recently 

commissioned ENE Systems Inc. 

and Energy Efficient Investments 

Inc. to audit the energy systems 

and operating costs in the school’s 

two campuses. They found many 

deficiencies and are now pitching 

a menu of solutions — including 

With COVID-19 around it’s 

more difficult for people to go 

caroling or attend a Messiah 

sing-along. So Middlebury’s 

Town Hall Theater has found 

a way to bring the season into 

everyone’s living room — 

and raise money for hungry 

Addison County residents in the 

process. The artistic nonprofit 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Addison 

County’s two emergency homeless 

shelters are already full and 

carrying waiting lists as bone- 

chilling temperatures, sleet and 

snow once again take center stage 

in the Champlain Valley.

The Charter House Coalition 

(CHC) Emergency Shelter at 27 

North Pleasant St. in Middlebury 

has already reached its max of 24 

guests, while another 28 individuals 

are waiting in the wings in hopes 

of securing a spot, according to 

Heidi Lacey, the shelter’s top 

administrator.

Meanwhile, the eight shelter 

units at John Graham Housing & 

Services in Vergennes are also full, 

serving a total of 22 adults and 

children, according to Executive 

Director Susan Whitmore.

Like Lacey, Whitmore has noted 

a recent surge in folks seeking to 

come in from the weather. Some 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Some look 

upon history as a dispassionate 

examination of objects from a 

bygone era, their 

significance buried 

by “progress” and the 

sands of time.

That’s never been 

the case for Bill 

Brooks, who’s always 

sought to make history 

come alive.
Brooks has helmed 

Middlebury’s Henry 

Sheldon Museum of 

Vermont History for 

only 10 of its 137 

years, but his many 

contributions have 

made an immeasurable 

impact on how locals 

and visitors will 

perceive Addison 

County for many decades to come.

Brooks began as the Sheldon’s 

executive director on June 5, 2012, 

after having spent eight years as the 

development director of the Calvin 

Coolidge Memorial Foundation 

in Plymouth Notch. Now closing 

in on his 80th year, Brooks will 

soon pass the torch to the next 

steward of the Sheldon — the 

oldest community-based museum 

in the country. He’s seen a lot of 

history and wants to 

make some of his own, 

in what promises to be 

an active retirement.

“I think the Sheldon 

would benefit by new 

leadership,” Brooks 

said during a recent 

interview at the Park 

Street museum. “I’ve 

certainly enjoyed my 

10 years, but when 

you turn 80, things 

slow down a little. I 

think a younger person 

with new ideas is very 

important.”
It’s hard to imagine 

a successor topping 

Brooks’s plentiful 

ideas, which have seen him pair 

local artists, photographers, 

educators, orators and other 

creative folks with a range of 

beautiful, basic, evocative and 

quirky items in the Sheldon’s attic 

for delightfully themed exhibits.

BILL BROOKS WILL soon step down as director of the Henry Sheldon Museum of Vermont History after 

a very eventful decade. He helped bring new, vibrant exhibits to the Middlebury museum that combined 

art, history and the talents of Addison County residents. Here he stands in front of a series of miniature 

Christmas trees crafted by local residents that will be auctioned as a fundraiser for the museum.

Independent photo/John Flowers

“Having 

these various 

exhibits, two or 

three a year, 

that feature 

both history 

and art and fill 

the rooms of 

the museum, 

allows local 

visitors to come 

back and see 

new things.”

— Bill Brooks

By ANGELO LYNN

BURLINGTON — Early 

Monday morning, Vermont Lt. 

Gov. Molly Gray declared her 

candidacy for Vermont’s lone 

congressional seat being vacated 

by Congressman Peter Welch.

A lifelong Vermonter, Gray, 

37, was born and raised in South 

Newbury, Vt., on a vegetable 

and dairy farm still operated by 

her family today. She has served 

Vermont in Washington as an 

aide to Congressman Welch, 

statewide as an assistant attorney 

general and now as lieutenant 

governor. Before entering public 

office, Gray spent her career 

advocating for human rights and MOLLY  GRAY

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

BRISTOL — After almost 90% 

of students stayed away from 

Mount Abraham Union Middle/

High School on Friday, Dec. 3, 

attendance returned to almost 

normal this week, though not 

fully, Principal Shannon Warden 

said on Wednesday morning. She 

was scheduled to speak later that 

morning with a student who was 

still apprehensive about resuming 

classes.
Students, educators and 

community members this week 

were trying to make sense of an 

outburst of unrest at the Bristol 

school last week that culminated in 

a threat that a student would bring a 

weapon to school.

The Mount Abraham Unified 

School District and the Bristol 

Police Department worked late 

into the night on Thursday and 

determined that those threats were 

not credible, but by then almost all 

of the school’s parents had decided 

to keep their children home from 

school the following day.

Mount Abe instituted a ban 

on flag-related attire on Dec. 

2. Warden said in an email to 

parents that day that the ban was 

in response to a recent trend of a 

small number of students wearing 

politically themed flags or banners 

as capes. The school had initially 

permitted this activity as a form 

of self-expression, but banned 

it Thursday because it had “led 

to inappropriate, disrespectful, 

hurtful, hateful dialogue between 

students and adults.” (See “Flag 

Displays” story on this page.)

As events unfolded at Mount 

Abe, school communities around 

the country were already on edge 

after a Nov. 30 school shooting in 

Oxford, Mich., left four students 

dead and seven others wounded. 

The suspect in that case, a 15-year-

old student at the school, was 

charged with first-degree murder 

and terrorism. His parents have 

also been arrested and charged in 

the case.

By JOHN FLOWERS

BRISTOL — Only 75 of the 

650 students enrolled at Mount 

Abraham Union Middle/High 

School came to the Bristol 

school out of fear that student 

unrest the previous day could 

escalate into violence. Mount 

Abe had received a threat that 

someone would bring a weapon 

to the Bristol school.

The source of the unrest: flags, 

some worn as capes.

School officials on Friday said 

a weapon threat issued Thursday 

was traced to one student. 

Following an investigation that 

spanned into Thursday night, 

Bristol police concluded there 

was “no credible threat to the 

Mount Abraham community 

and we were safe to hold 

classes on Friday,” MAUSD 

Smile for Santa

A VERY SMALL child takes her turn having a socially distant visit with Santa and Mrs. Claus in the new park in downtown Middlebury 

this past Saturday morning. The Christmas couple sat at a safe distance while they met with youngsters during the kickoff to the Better 

Middlebury Partnership’s Very Merry Middlebury celebration. See more photos on Page 2A. Photo by Jason Duquette-Hoffman

Interested in selling the Interested in selling the Addison IndependentAddison Independent at your business?   at your business?  
Call 802.388.4944 or email frontdesk@addisonindependent.com Call 802.388.4944 or email frontdesk@addisonindependent.com 

and chat with Sadie!and chat with Sadie!

Stop by any of these 60+ locations  
for your copy of Addison County’s  

award-winning community newspaper!

Meet Sadie!
Our Circulation 

Manager
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A new classicA Dickens story we know & love 
will take the stage at Town Hall 
Theater. See Arts + Leisure.

By the way
By the way

Four-peat
The Middlebury College field 
hockey team dominated the 
NCAA Final Four. See Page 1B.

’Tis the seasonLook inside to find out what’s 
going on in all the area towns in 
our 40-page Holiday Guide.

HOPE Holiday Shop readies for kids in need

(See Holiday shop, Page 14A)

(See Hunters, Page 15A)

Eagle coach leads through empowermentStetson teaches more than skills

(See Stetson, Page 11A)

Career Ctr. redefines its priorities for the future

(See Career Ctr., Page 12A)

RNESU chief Collinsretiring at year’s end
Led schools through Act 46, COVID

(See Collins, Page 7A)

(See Nuovos, Page 12A)

Local sweethearts enter
10th decade – together

Young andother newhunters bagsome bucksOne novice killed a 195-pound, 9-pointer

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Helping 
Overcome Poverty’s Effects 
(HOPE) will reopen its Holiday 
Shop to in-person browsing next 
week after a two-year hiatus forced 
by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Located at the HOPE 
headquarters at 282 Boardman St. 
in Middlebury, the Holiday Shop 

features a hefty selection of free 
toys, books, puzzles and other gift 
options for low-income residents 
who otherwise couldn’t afford to 
provide their children Christmas 
presents. Jeanne Montross, 
executive director of HOPE, said 
the shop will likely serve around 
600 Addison County children over 
the next month.

As always, area individuals, 
businesses and places of worship 
are providing key donations that 
will allow HOPE to stock the 
Holiday Shop tables with super, 
eye catching gifts for kids ages 
birth through 18.“It’s a nice community effort 

that’s coming together,” Montross 
said during a recent interview at 

the shop.Organizers promise a return 
to “near-normal” shopping 
conditions. While patrons will 
need to social distance and wear 
face coverings, they’ll be able to 
choose gifts in person. That’s a 
departure from last year, when 
COVID-19 conditions required 

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — The town 
of Middlebury is home to many 
majestic sights — including the 
Otter Creek Falls, stately places of 
worship, and rolling, verdant hills.

But one of its most endearing and 
uplifting sights is the daily stroll 
of one of the community’s most 

senior and accomplished couples. 
If you’re lucky, you’ll spot Victor 
and Betty Nuovo just about any 
morning, walking hand-in-hand 
along Main and/or Weybridge 
streets. Both 90 years old and 
married for 68 years, the Nuovos 
breathe life into the impossible 

BETTY AND VICTOR Nuovo, one of Middlebury’s most accomplished 

and cherished couples, are each celebrating a 90th birthday, with 68 

years of marriage and many accomplishments to reflect upon.
Independent photo/Angelo S. Lynn

The Addison County 
jobless rate in October was 
1.4%, representing a drop 
from the 1.8% registered 
in September, according to 
the Vermont Department of 
Labor. Meanwhile, Vermont’s 
unemployment rate remained at 
2.8% in October, according to 

By ANDY KIRKALDYADDISON COUNTY — Young 
and first-time hunters combined to 
bring 121 deer to Addison County’s 
seven wildlife reporting stations 
after going out during Youth Hunting 
Weekend on Oct. 23 and 24. 

That total was the second-highest 
for an Addison County Youth 
Hunting Weekend, trailing only 
2019’s record high of 142. Other 
annual takes ranged from a low of 
78 in 2015 to 110 in both 2017 and 
2018.

For 2020, a wrinkle Department 
of Fish and Wildlife officials 
introduced no doubt boosted 
Youth Weekend numbers. Starting 
last year and this year, F&W has 
allowed first-time deer-hunting 
license holders ages 16 and up to 
join younger hunters during Youth 
Hunting Weekend, which now 
doubles as Novice Weekend. 

Still, 2021’s total ran ahead of 
2020’s youth weekend, during 
which young and novice hunters 
brought 105 deer to one of the 
following Addison County reporting 
stations: Rack ’N Reel in New 
Haven, Vermont Field Sports in 
Middlebury, Buxton’s Store in 
Orwell, West Addison General 
Store, Lincoln General Store, Green 
Mountain Trails End in Bristol, 
and C&S Hunting Supplies in East 
Middlebury.Overall, as of the end of the 

opening weekend of the 16-day rifle 
season (Nov. 14) hunters had taken 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
BRISTOL — Kayla Bessette 

used to think there was no way 
other people could love and 
appreciate Mary Stetson the 
way she does.“And then (earlier this month) 

at our Mt. Abe Varsity Field 
Hockey Banquet, the seniors 
attempted to talk about Mary 
and everything she has taught 
them and given them,” Bessette 
told the Independent last week. 
“Through the tears the point was 
driven home that it’s not just 
me. It’s all of her players. Mary 
Stetson emulates all things 
‘Eagle Nation.’”Mary Stetson began teaching 

at Mount Abraham Union High 
School in 1982 and has coached 
field hockey there for the past 
30 years. The program she built 
at the school is legendary, and 
for the past eight years she has 
served as the New England/

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — The 
Patricia Hannaford Career Center 
is generally doing a good job, 
but should consider adding new 
courses — such as veterinary 
science, dental hygiene and 
robotics — to reflect some of the 
evolving professional interests of 
its students.Those were among the 

takeaways of a lengthy “visioning” 
process that saw career center 
students, educators, business 
partners and community members 
take a thorough look at the school’s 
offerings and solicit feedback on 
how to better tailor vocational-
technical education for Addison 
County teens and adults.That visioning process began 

during the fall of 2019, when a 
team of Patricia Hannaford Career 

By ANGELO LYNNBRANDON — After 41 years as 
an educator, including 17 years as a 
superintendent, Rutland Northeast 
Supervisory Union Superintendent 
Jeanné Collins, 63, last Friday 
announced her resignation at the 
end of this school year. She said 
her decision was prompted by a 
change in her personal life.

“It’s bittersweet. It’s hard to let 
go,” Collins said, “but I’d like a 

different work-life balance.” 
Collins is engaged to be married 

to Mike Deweese, director of 
the Vermont Superintendents 
Association Leadership Academy, 
this coming May. Collins lives 
in Shelburne and Deweese is in 
Enosburg Falls.Collins became the 

superintendent of RNESU in 
2014, a move from the Burlington 

The chicken winner is…
EDORAH FRAZER, PRINCIPAL of Starksboro’s Robinson Elementary School, presents a chicken 

to first-grader Elijah Purinton, who suggested the name — “Snowy Chicken” — that the school voted 

to submit to the Vermont Agency of Transportation’s snowplow naming contest. The chicken will 

travel from class to class as the students do things that contribute to the greatness of the school. 

See more snowplow photos from other local schools on Page 2A.

Photo by Myriah Cogswell

MOUNT ABE FIELD hockey coach Mary Stetson looks on as her team prepares for the 2021 season 

this past August. When the Eagles won their fourth Division II state championship in a row this month, 

it was the second time Stetson’s program has had a championship “four-peat” since she started 

coaching the program in 1992.

Independent photo/Steve James
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History fan
A spunky Puritan in 17th C. New 

England is the heroine of a Lincoln 

author’s novel. See Arts + Leisure.

By the wayBy the way

Unbeaten
College women’s hockey grounds 

the Gulls to keep its winning 

streak alive. See Sports, Page 1B.

Graffi  ti or art?
Someone is pasting images 

around town, but where are they 

coming from? See Page 3A.

City police, Turning Point o� ering quick help to people in crisis

iPads allow for remote counseling

Vergennes seeks 
$25M sewer bond
Offi cials: It’s a great time for grants

ACSD to ask for 5.3% 

increase in spending

New canning facility could 

add 25 jobs at Aqua ViTea

Artim to leave Middlebury 

selectboard after 12 years
Could Lincoln, Ripton schools join forces?

Residents excited by the possibilities

And beverage start-ups would get help, too

(See Vergennes, Page 10A)

(See Aqua ViTea, Page 11A)

(See ACSD, Page 9A)

(See Schools, Page 11A)

(See Artim, Page 10A)

(See City police, Page 12A)

By ANDY 
KIRKALDY

VERGENNES — 

Thanks to Turning 

Point Center of 

Addison County, 

Vergennes Police 

Department offi cers 

this week have new 

tools at their disposal 

that can help citizens 

in need — two iPads.

Those tablet 

computers will 

travel with city 

police offi cers in 

their cruisers. If the 

offi cers encounter 

anyone who, in their 

judgment, would 

benefi t from a face-

to-face talk with one 

of Turning Point’s 13 

peer substance abuse 

coaches (at least one of whom is 

available 24/7) the offi cers can 

hand them one of the iPads.

A push of a 

button, and within 

60 seconds a trained 

peer coach will 

appear on the screen 

to listen and talk 

to, encourage, and 

support the person 

in a substance abuse 

crisis, according to 

Vergennes Police 

Chief George 

Merkel. 
“There are people 

we are dealing with 

that we can get to 

the coach to provide 

support and services 

(for), who need a 

coach … to help work 

through some of their 

issues, substance 

abuse or whatever 

else,” Merkel said.

Turning Point Center Executive 

Director Jennifer Mayhew said 

“They (offi cers) 

are out on the 

road, not always 

in the offi ce. The 

iPad seemed 

like a creative 

way to have 

access to people 

immediately, 

really in those 

most vulnerable 

moments when 

people are 
willing to think 

about rehab or 

treatment.” 
— Turning Point 

Executive Director 

Jennifer Mayhew

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — 

Nick Artim stepped onto 

Middlebury’s political stage a 

dozen years ago with a desire to 

do his civic duty and leave the 

community a better place for 

future generations.
He will step down from the 

Middlebury selectboard on 

March 1, having helped guide 

the town during a pandemic and 

an unparalleled investment in its 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

ADDISON COUNTY — Lincoln 

and Ripton, which voted last year 

to withdraw from their school 

districts, have begun exploring the 

idea of creating a new supervisory 

union to handle the administrative 

services they might not be able to 

afford individually.
“It’s one of the most exciting 

moments we’ve had in a long, 

embattled year, to be sitting with 

people who are really visioning 

something that is proactive 

and unique, but also still really 

supporting the values that our 

towns hold dear,” Ripton School 

District (RSD) board member 

Molly Witters told the Independent

earlier this month.
Since voting to leave the 

Addison Central School District 

last January and subsequently 

receiving the blessing of district 

member towns, Ripton has formed 

its own school district and now 

awaits a complicated decision 

by the Vermont State Board of 

Education (VSBE).
Lincoln voted in August to 

leave the Mount Abraham Unifi ed 

School District and awaits possible 

ratifi cation of district member 

communities on Town Meeting 

Day, March 1.

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Beverage 

maker Aqua ViTea is looking to 

substantially increase its canning 

capabilities, allowing it to hit a new 

gear in its kombucha production 

while also giving it the capacity to 

become a major incubator for small 

startup beverage companies.

Woodchuck Cider, a Middlebury 

industrial park neighbor, is shaping 

up as the other major player in 

this beverage-incubator venture, 

noted Aqua ViTea Founder/CEO 

Jeff Weaber. In short, Aqua ViTea 

is poised to acquire a 100-cans-

per-minute processing line from 

By ANDY KIRKALDY 

VERGENNES — With the 

expectation state and federal grants 

could pay for up to half of the 

cost, the Vergennes City Council 

on Tuesday decided to put a $25.5 

million bond proposal on the city 

ballot in March that if approved 

would fund a complete overhaul of 

the city’s troubled sewer collection 

system and treatment plant.

If city offi cials’ and consultants’ 

optimism about grant support is 

rewarded, most Vergennes sewer 

users would see an annual increase 

over the next few years from $500 

to $850 to fund bond payments, 

according to offi cial estimates.

Those bond-related increases 

would not be immediate, and most 

would be phased in as work is 

completed, according to offi cials. 

The Tuesday decision came 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — The Addison 

Central School District board on 

Monday unanimously agreed to 

present voters with a 2022-23 

budget of $41,578,089 that refl ects 

$34,594,034 in local education 

spending — a 5.3% increase 

compared to this year.

“This FY23 budget responds 

to an unprecedented educational 

environment in which the needs of 

our students and communities have 

shifted how our schools operate,” 

according to ACSD Superintendent 

Peter Burrows. “With the increased 

social and emotional needs of our 

students, we have worked to adapt 

traditional educational approaches 

to meet each student where they 

are. Much of this work at the 

budgetary level has consisted of 

shifts and increases to staffi ng in 

The Bridport Grange and 

the Addison County Farm 

Bureau have made the diffi cult 

decision to cancel their legislative 

breakfast series this winter due 

to the COVID-19 pandemic. It’s 

A moving sight
The 19th-century New 

Haven Junction Train Depot 

turns the corner from Route 7 

onto Route 17 in New Haven in 

predawn hours Wednesday, 

left, and later continues 

eastbound up the fi rst hill on 

Route 17 on its way to a new 

home on North Street. State 

offi cials said it was too close 

to the tracks for new higher-

speed passenger trains. See 

more photos on Pages 2A 

and 4A.
Photos by the Independent’s Steve 

James (above) and James Duggan of 

Vermont State Historic Sites

VERGENNES POLICE CHIEF George Merkel gives an iPad from the Turning Point Center a test run 

Tuesday. Police can give the iPad to people dealing with substance abuse issues and it will connect them 

to a quick face-to-face link with a peer recovery coach. Independent photo/Steve James

ADDISON:
West Addison General 

Store
BRANDON: 
Brandon Discount 

Beverage
Champlain Farms
Hannaford
Jiffy Mart
Junction Store & Deli
Mac’s Market
Union Street Grocery
Walgreen’s
BRIDPORT:
Pratt’s Store
BRISTOL:
Bristol Country Store
Bristol Discount  

Beverage
Champlain Farms
Maplefields
Shaw’s
Walgreen’s

EAST MIDDLEBURY:
Mac’s Market
Maplefields
Otter East Bakery & Deli
FERRISBURGH:
Jiffy Mart
FOREST DALE:
Forest Dale Grocery
LINCOLN:
Lincoln General Store
MIDDLEBURY:
Addison Independent
  Office
Champlain Farms
Costello’s Market
Greg’s Market
Hannaford
Kinney Drugs
Maplefields
Middlebury Discount 

Beverage
Middlebury Inn

Middlebury Natural 
Foods Co-op

Middlebury Short Stop
Paris Farmers Union
Rosie’s
Shaw’s
Stone Mill Public Market
The Vermont Book Shop
Vermont Field Sports
Vermont’s Own
Village Depot
Walgreen’s
NEW HAVEN: 
Jiffy Mart (7 & 17)
Maplefields
Village Green Market
N. FERRISBURGH:
N. Ferrisburgh Short Stop
ORWELL:
Buxton’s Store
RIPTON:
Ripton Country Store

SALISBURY:
Kampersville Store
SHOREHAM:
Shoreham Service 

Center
STARKSBORO:
Jerusalem 4-Corners  

Store
VERGENNES:
BJ’s Farm Supply
Champlain Farms
Community Market
Kinney Drugs
Shaw’s
Maplefields Vergennes
Vergennes Wine
Vermont Discount Food
PAPERS ALSO 

AVAILABLE AT:
Eastview at Middlebury
Porter Hospital/Rehab

MARKET REPORT
ADDISON COUNTY

COMMISSION SALES
RT. 125 • EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT

Sales for 5/12 & 5/16, 2022
                        COST 
BEEF LBS. /LB $
Woodnotch Farm 1035 1.04 1076.40
Vorsteveld Farm 1285 1.00 1285.00
R. Scholten 840 .99 831.60
VT Tech College 1420 .90 1278.00
MacGlaflin Farm 1460 .93 1357.80
Deer Valley Farm 1850 .825 1526.25
                        COST 
CALVES LBS. /LB $
H. Sunderland 109 3.00 327.00
Defreest 99 3.00 297.00
U. Morrissette 100 2.90 290.00
Tudhope Farm 114 2.85 324.90
A. Brisson 98 2.80 274.40
Total # Beef: 143 Total # Calves: 215
We value our faithful customers.

Sales at 3 pm - Mon. & Thurs.
call 1-802-388-2661
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Wednesday 12:30pm to 4:30pm
APPOINTMENTS REQUIRED.

FACE MASKS REQUIRED.
(even if vaccinated)

802-388-1966
addisoncountyclerk@gmail.com

Full Passport Service
Addison County Courthouse
The Addison County Clerk located in 

Frank Mahady Courthouse is available 
to accept passport applications and 

provide  passport photos.

REGULAR HOURS
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday

9am to 1pm

TOWN OF ADDISON
NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS

PROCESS & DATES FOR 2022 GRIEVANCES
Grievance hearing will be held at the Addison Town Clerk’s Office Wednesday, 

May 25, 2022, starting at 9:00AM – 2:00PM.  All grievance hearings will be 
by phone and by appointment only.  Please make an appointment by calling 
the Town’s Clerk’s Office at (802) 759-2020 Monday, Tuesday, Thursday from 
9:00AM to 12:00PM & 1:00PM to 4:00PM and Wednesday and Friday from 
9:00AM to 12:00PM prior to May 25.  All grievances must be in writing and 
delivered at your hearing on or before May 25, 2022.

Title 32.  Vermont Statutes Annotated. Section 4111 (G) says:  
“A person who feels aggrieved by the action of the Listers and desires to be 

heard by them, shall, on or before the day of the grievance meeting, file with 
them his (or her) objections in writing and may appear in person or by his (her) 
agents or attorneys.  Upon the hearing of such grievance the parties thereto 
may submit such documentary or sworn evidence as shall be pertinent thereto.”  
    Town of Addison Board of Listers:
 William Munoff
 Richard Pratt
 John Spencer

CORNWALL CENTRAL 
CEMETERY 

Annual Meeting 7pm on Friday,
May 13th at the Town Hall.
For info call 802-324-9499.

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD

 The Middlebury Select Board is looking for applicants for a position on the 
Development Review Board. This position is for an unexpired term ending April 
2023.

 If you are interested in this position, please submit an Application for 
Appointment available on the Town’s website www.townofmiddlebury.
org under Government/ Boards-Committees-Commissions-Task Forces, 
or by contacting Beth Dow at bdow@townofmiddlebury.org. Please submit 
Applications for Appointment to the Manager’s Office, 77 Main Street, 
Middlebury, or e-mail to bdow@townofmiddlebury.org, by Friday, June 3, 2022.  
If you would like to find out more about any of these positions, please contact 
us at 802-388-8100, Ext 202.

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
DOWNTOWN IMPROVEMENT

DISTRICT COMMISSION MEETING
ROOM 116 – LARGE CONFERENCE ROOM

TOWN OFFICES – 77 MAIN STREET
TUESDAY, JUNE 21, 2022 - 12:00 P.M.

 Also available via Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84299466714
By Phone: +1 646-558-8656 (not toll-free)

Webinar ID: 842 9946 6714
 AGENDA

12:00 p.m.  Call to Order
  Elect Chair & Vice Chair
 Approval of Agenda
  Public Hearing on FY22-23 Downtown Improvement
 District Budget
12:15 p.m.    Approval of April 30, 2021 Meeting Minutes 
12:20 p.m.    Citizens’ Comments
12:25 p.m.    Discussion and Approval of FY23 Budget Recommendation
 to the Selectboard
12:45 p.m.    Set Date for Next Meeting (if needed)
12:47 p.m.    Commissioner Concerns & Comments
12:55 p.m.    Adjourn

TOWN OF NEW HAVEN
INVITATION TO BID

Sealed bids for reclaiming, furnishing, and placing asphalt at noted locations 
will be received at the New Haven Town Offices at 78 North Street, New Haven, 
Vermont 05472 until 4:00 pm on May 17, 2022, and will be publically opened at 
the Selectboard meeting on May 17, 2022, on or after 7:00 pm. The link to the 
Selectboad meeting can be found at www.newhavenvt.com. 

Specifications for bidders and bid forms may be obtained without charge at 
the New Haven Town Offices, 78 North Street, New Haven, VT 05472, or on our 
website www.newhavenvt.com.

The Town of New Haven, VT reserves the right to waive any informalities, to 
reject any and all bids, or to accept the bid deemed to be in the best interest of 
the Town of New Haven.

NOTICE OF DESTRUCTION
OF PERSONNEL RECORDS

RUTLAND NORTHEAST
SUPERVISORY UNION

Brandon, Chittenden, Goshen, Leicester, Mendon, Pittsford, Sudbury, Whiting 
(RNESU, Otter Valley & Barstow Unified Union School Districts)

Let this serve as notice that Personnel Records of employees who were 
employed at Barstow Memorial School, Lothrop Elementary School, Neshobe 
School, Otter Creek Academy (formally known as Leicester Central, Sudbury 
County and Whiting Elementary Schools), or Otter Valley High School prior and 
up to the 1992 school year are being destroyed in accordance with Federal, State 
and Local Guidelines.

Anyone who would like their record should call Pam Reed at the RNESU Office 
at (802)247-5757 prior to December 31, 2022 to make arrangements to pick it up.
 Brooke Dahlin
 Human Resources Coordinator

TOWN OF SHOREHAM, VERMONT 
20-YEAR WASTEWATER SYSTEM EVALUATION

NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR STATEMENTS OF 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR ENGINEERING SERVICES

The Town of Shoreham is in the process of obtaining Statements of 
Qualifications from qualified engineering firms detailing the firms’ qualifications, 
technical expertise, management and staffing capabilities, references, and 
related prior experience. Required professional services will include but are not 
limited to preliminary engineering services, design- and construction- related 
services, preparation of bidding and contract documents, participation in the 
evaluation of bids received, and monitoring and inspection of construction 
activities to ensure compliance with plans and specifications associated with 
wastewater system improvements, particularly a 20-year evaluation for the 
wastewater treatment plant and associated facilities. 

Procurement of said services will be in accordance with elements of the 
procurement process in 40 U.S.C. § 1101-1104.  Qualified firms/candidates 
interested in being considered for the project must submit one digital (PDF) copy 
of: (1) letter of interest; (2) statement of qualifications and experience of staff 
persons who will be involved with the project; (3) references; and (4) related 
prior experience. The Statement of Qualifications will be limited to no more than 
twenty pages total. Submit the requested information to Town of Shoreham 
Wastewater Committee, c/o Steve Goodrich, 297 Main Street, Shoreham, VT 
05770, stepheng@shoreham.net; no later than 04:00 PM on June 3, 2022, in 
order to receive consideration.

Attention is directed to the fact that the proposed projects may be undertaken 
with a variety of Federal and state funds and that all work will be performed 
in accordance with the regulations issued by such agencies and the State of 
Vermont pertaining thereto.

The Town of Shoreham shall evaluate the statements of qualifications and 
performance data and other material submitted by interested firms and select, 
in their opinion, the best qualified to perform the desired services. Interviews 
with each firm selected shall be conducted, which may include discussions 
regarding anticipated concepts and proposed methods of approach The Town 
of Shoreham shall rank, in order of preference, these three professional firms 
deemed to be the most highly qualified to provide the services required and shall 
commence scope of services and price negotiations with the highest qualified 
professional firm for engineering services.

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★
TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY SELECTBOARD MEETING

ROOM 116 – LARGE CONFERENCE ROOM
TOWN OFFICES – 77 MAIN STREET
TUESDAY, MAY 24, 2022 - 7:00 P.M.

 Also available via Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82759618286
By Phone: +1 646-558-8656 (not toll-free)

Webinar ID: 827 5961 8286

 For those wishing to watch but not participate:
Selectboard meetings are livestreamed to MCTV’s YouTube Channel:

https://www.youtube.com/user/MCTVVermont
and also broadcast live on Comcast Channel 1071

AGENDA
7:00 1. **Call to Order
 2. *Approval of Agenda
 3. *Approval of Consent Agenda

3.a. Approval of Minutes of the May 10, 2022 Regular 
Selectboard Meeting
3.b. Acceptance of Selectboard Subcommittee Meeting 
Minutes 
3.c. Annual Certification of Compliance with Road & Bridge 
Standards 
3.d. FY23 Town Highways Annual Financial Plan 
3.f. Letter of Support for 2022 Small-Scale Bicycle & 
Pedestrian Grant
3.g. Town Manager’s Report
 - Update on Completion of Flood Resiliency Project
 - FY23 Year-to-Date Budget Reports as of April 30, 2022

7:05 4. Citizen Comments [Opportunity to raise or address issues not
 otherwise included on this agenda]
7:10 5. **Initial discussion of American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Funding  
 Allocations
7:15 6. Agenda Placeholder
7:25 7. Director of Public Works Planning, Dan Werner with updates and
 recommendations from the May 12, 2022 Infrastructure Committee
 Meeting

7.a. *Recommendation of award of contract to Sole Source 
Provider, Municipal Emergency Services for Self-Contained 
Breathing Apparatuses for the Fire Department
7.b. *Recommendation of award of contract for Library Fire 
Alarm System
7.c. *Recommendation of award of contract for Paving North 
Branch Road

7:45 8. *Approval of Check Warrants
             9. **Board Member Concerns
 10. *Executive Session – Real Estate & Contracts – Anticipated
 11. **Action on Matters Discussed in Executive Session
7:50 12. *Adjourn
* Decision Item      ** Possible Decision

     Public Notices Index
Public Notices for the  following can be found in this  

ADDISON INDEPENDENT  on Page 13B.
BRANDON — Otter Valley 

Union High School has released its 
latest honor roll for the 2021-2022 
school year. Students achieving the 
roll include:
GRADE 12

Scholar’s Roll: Hayden 
Bernhardt, Marissa Connors, Anna 
Kerr, Maggie Loyzelle, JoAnna 
Ray and Kieran Williams.

Honors: Jamie Dube Bordeau, 
Isaac Derepentigny, Alice Keith, 
Daniel Larsen, Jeremiah Popp, 
Dylan Stevens Clark, Evan Thomas 
and Gunnar Tinsman.

Merit: Brady Diaz, Jade Flanders, 
Riley Keith, Lucas Klein and Fraser 
Pierpont. 
GRADE 11

Scholar’s Roll: Abigail Adamsen, 
Brooke Bertrand, Ella Brytowski, 
Keith Carrara, Sydney Gallo, Jaden 
Grace, Morgan Landesman, Anna 
Lee, Alyssa McRae, Olivia Miner, 
Eliza Norford and Emily Peduto.

Principal’s List: Tucker Babcock, 
Matthew Bryant, Casey Thompson 
and Morgan White.

Honors: Dylan Brown, Makenna 
Dick, Hayden Fischer, Pajua 
Gamba, Emily Kittler, Ryleigh 
LaPorte, Katelyn Lee, Andy 
McEnerny, Mackenzie McKay, 
Keevon Parks, Elena Politano, 
Nichole Racine, Brian Stanley and 
John Woodbury.

Merit: Kelsey Adams, Devin 
Anderson, Bryce Cram, Alex 
Degennaro, Kailey Frary, Alexis 
Hayes, Cebelle Hull, Haden Lafond, 
Dylan Lear, Vera Moncrief, Ryden 

Richardson, Alivia Sheldrick, Tasia 
Tucker and Colleen Unzelman.
GRADE 10

Scholar’s Roll: Clara Cifone, 
Brianna Coffin, Max Derby, 
Linnea Faulkner, Delaney Fielder, 
Abigail Hayes, Jayden Ihinger, 
Baker LaRock, Sally OBrien, Anya 
Raley, Kaylie Selleck and Madison 
Wiggin.

Honors: Elizabeth Atherton, 
Mason Bushee, Emily Capen, 
Bryce Connaughton, Aiden Decker, 
Ella French, Hannah Greeno, 
Alexis Holbrook Duval, Olivia 
Kalinowski, Derek Li, Hayden 
Martin, Klairissa McDonough, 
Savannah Mitchell, Lily Morgan, 
Jholai Pschorr, Kylee Raymond, 
Travis Smith, Mykenzie Thibault, 
Owen Thomas and Isaiah Wood.

Merit: Alec Beaulieu, Layla 
Chamberland, Kayleigh Corey, 
Chloe Derepentigny, Dana DiPietro, 
Luciano Falco, Evelyn Manchester, 
Simon Martin, Autumn Meza, 
Andre Munson, Derek Raymond, 
Elaina Sheldrick and Isabell 
Stevens.
GRADE 9

Scholar’s Roll: Jordan Bertrand, 
Savanna Cook, Sara Loyzelle, 
Lauren Palmer and Alyssa 
Raymond.

Principal’s List: Haston Byrne, 
Logan Letourneau, Hayden 
Lutkus, Kaylee Maloy, Brendan 
McLoughlin, Ian Miner, Sophie 
Moore and Rowen Steen.

Honors: Laura Allen, Riley 
Hanfield, Aileanna Hellmuth, Lucas 

Johnson, Grace Kenyon, Calvin 
Ladd, Randi Lancour, Madyson 
Lape, Miley Lape, Matelin LaPorte, 
Ivy Manchester, Jackson Marks, 
Noel Pearsons, Mallee Richardson, 
Elyse Singh, Madisin Stevens and 
Audrey Utter.

Merit: Luke Calvin, Christina 
Carrara, Andrew Easter, Brexton 
Erickson, Oliver Lavelle, Jaylee 
Mac Jarrett, Kiera Mallette, Tucker 
Maranville, Jazmin Rivera and 
Jacob Tripp.
GRADE 8

Principal’s List: Alexis Beaulieu, 
Kaya Blaisdell, Breanna Bovey, 
Riley Connaughton, Logan Denis, 
Hannah Desabrais, Marissa Dick, 
Drake Felkl, Brody Fischer, 
Mariska Harding, Micheala Hobbs, 
Madison Mitchell, Chloe Mol, 
Roni OBrien, Kathleen Pape, Jacob 
Pockett, Jeremiah Shaw and Leann 
Thomas.

Honors: Timothy Baron, Hannah 
Bertrand, Connor Denis, Ryder 
Denton, Mia Fox, Jason Hartwell, 
Jackson Howe, Lucas Kendrick, 
Ryan Li, Aubriana Marchinkowski, 
Benjamin McGuigan, Brady 
Quenneville, Noelle Seigle, Mason 
Stewart, Riley Thomas, Braeden 
Waldie and Jacob Warrell.

Merit: Alex Bailey, Alice 
Bushee, Colin Carroccia, Kaylon 
Carvey, Dylan Derby, Brody 

Lathrop, Brayden Meza, Thomic 
Moyer, Rachel Sweeney, Amelia 
Whitney and Morgan Wood.
GRADE 7 

Principal’s List: David Bertrand, 
Liam Byrne, Allie Charbonneau, 
Seanna Erickson, Dustin Gowen, 
Michelle Hendee, Lana Karnai, 
Aila Malay, Aubrey Martin, Sophia 
Parker, Mariterese Pearsons, Kristie 
Posner, Olivia Quinn and Ryder 
Snow.

Honors: Bella Cassel, Tecaera 
Chenault, Arlo Cifone, Tayah 
Cram, Dylan Curtis, Jazzell Gallipo 
Barton, Blake Jackson, Jonathan 
Johnson, Grace Lanpher, Ella Otto, 
Keegan Reid and Oakley Rivers.

Merit: Lucia Carrara, Iris Cook, 
Asia Fredette, Katelyn Greeno, 
Cierra Hamblin, Quinn Quenneville 
and Brody Williams.

Otter Valley Union High School honor roll

SPECIAL HEARING NOTICE
TOWN OF ORWELL

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD
The Orwell Development Review Board will meet in person on Friday, June 

3, 2022 at 8:00am at the Orwell Town Clerk’s Office located at 436 Main Street, 
Orwell, VT.  By Zoom https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87159590685 use meeting ID# 
871 5959 0685 or phone 1-929-205-6099 use meeting ID: #871 5959 0685 to 
conduct the following business:

• Permit #3-13-21:  Rex & Stephanie Corey Final Plat Hearing for 
a Minor 3 Lot Subdivision located at 13 Raymond Hill Rd, Orwell, VT 
05760.

 • Permit #9-58-21:  John & Catherine Tester Final Plat Hearing for 
a Minor 2 Lot Subdivision located at 656 Route 73, Orwell, VT 05760.

Information pertaining to this matter may be viewed M, T, Th & Fr. from 9:30-
12:00 and 1:00-3:30 at the Orwell Town Clerk’s Office located at 436 Main 
Street, Orwell, VT.
Joseph Andriano, Chair
Orwell Development Review Board

TOWN OF BRIDPORT 
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Bridport Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, June 
14, 2022, in the Town Office at 82 Crown Point Road, to consider each of the 
following application(s):

• At 7:05 PM on Application (#S22-08) by Mary Paquette for a lot 
subdivision of parcel ID# 07-061A owned by Robert Myrick Sr. Family 
Trust. The property is located at 1723 Middle Rd.

• At 7:25 PM on Application (#S22-15) by Robert Zeliff for a lot 
subdivision of parcel ID# 04-003 owned by Robert & Patricia Zeliff. 
The property is located at 2209 East St.

• At 7:45 PM on Application (# S22-21) by Jennifer Lowe for a 
lot subdivision of parcel ID# 04-007A owned by Jennifer Lowes & 
Charles Duvic. The property is located at 2574 East St.

Plans and additional information regarding any such application may be 
viewed at said Town Office or by calling (802) 758-2483, Ext. 2. Participation in 
the Planning Commission’s proceeding is a prerequisite to the right to take any 
subsequent appeal on any decision of it on an application.
 Steven DeCarlo, Zoning Administrator

 NOTICE OF SELF-STORAGE LIEN SALE AUCTION 
ABC SELF-STORAGE

12 OSSIE RD • EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT 05740-0558 
Notice is hereby given that the contents of the self-storage units listed below 

will be sold at auction. This sale is being held to collect unpaid storage unit 
occupancy fees, charges and expenses of sale. The entire contents of each 
self-storage unit listed below will be sold, BY STORAGE AUCTION SOLUTIONS 
with proceeds to be distributed as follows: Payment to ABC Self-Storage for all 
accrued occupancy fees (rent) charges, late payment fees, sale expenses, and 
all other expenses in relation to the unit and its sale. Contents of each unit 
may be viewed on May 31, 2022, commencing at 11:00 am. Bidding will begin 
immediately after viewing of the entire contents of each self-storage unit. The 
highest bidder on the storage unit must remove the entire contents of the unit 
within 48 hours after the notification of their successful bid. Purchase must be 
made in cash and paid in advance of removal of contents of unit. A $50.00 cash 
deposit shall be made and will be refunded if the unit is broom cleaned. ABC 
Self-Storage reserves the right to accept or reject bids. The contents of the 
following tenants’ self-storage units will be included in the sale: 

Unit DD021 -  Darin Bushey,
18 Cedar Drive, West Addison,
VT 05491, Household Goods

Unit C025 - Joshua Litch,
54 West Road, Whiting, VT 05778, 
Household Goods

Unit E054 - Cory Ahern,
PO Box 123, Putnam Station,
NY 12861, Household Goods 

Unit Barn 6 - Frances Lebo,
PO Box 765 #2, Rutland, VT 05702,  
20 Ft. Prowler Travel Trailer  

ABC Self Storage (1)
Addison (1)

Addison County Courthouse 
(1)

Bridport (1)
Cornwall Central Cemetery 

(1)
Middlebury (3)

New Haven (1) 
Orwell (1)

Rutland Northeast 
Supervisory Union (1)

Shoreham (1)
Weybridge (1)

TOWN OF WEYBRIDGE
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE (ONLINE)

PLANNING COMMISSION
A public hearing before the Weybridge Planning Commission will be held via 

Zoom on Tuesday, June 14, 2022, at 7:00 PM, to pursue the following business:
To consider the request of Audra Ouelette to subdivide her 

property at the corner of Snake Mountain Road and Thompson Hill 
Road into two lots. 

Persons wishing to be heard at this Public Meeting may do so in person or may 
be represented at the meeting by a licensed Vermont Attorney or an authorized 
agent; please note that in accordance with Chapter 117, Section 4464 of the 
Vermont statutes that participation in the Public Meeting is a prerequisite to the 
right to take subsequent appeal. 

The full application and survey can be viewed at the Town Clerk’s Office. 
Call 802-545-2270 for access instructions. Please call or email jwolson23@
gmail.com or clerk@townofweybridge.org  for instructions on participating in the 
hearing via Zoom. 
 Jeff Olson, Chair 
 Weybridge Planning Commission
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SAPPY   SPRING!SAPPY   SPRING!
Coloring Contest  Winners

We received dozens of creative masterpieces celebrating spring in Vermont thanks to the Sappy 
Bucket artwork provided by our friends at the Little Pressroom! Thank you to all who participated 

and congratulations to the winners below:

Ruby Hunsinger, Age 1.5
Ripton

Adelaide Cammack, Age 4
Ripton

Brayden Therrien, Age 6
Brandon

Hazel Brakeley, Age 6
Middlebury

Dorothy Krahn, Age 8
Cornwall

Tenlyn Wetzel, Age 8
Ripton

Aubrey Thomas, Age 9
Lincoln

Isi Malzac, Age 11
Bridport

George Cammack, Age 12
Ripton

Sarah Tolgyesi, Age 14
Cornwall

Bip Brown, Adult
Middlebury

Jebadiah Plouffe, Adult
Middlebury

All participants are encouraged to visit our offi ce at 58 Maple Street, Middlebury, 
to pick up their artwork and/or prizes, along with a tasty treat, before 4pm on June 17th.

This contest was made possible through the support of:

We’re more than halfway to Halloween - our next coloring contest will start this fall!
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Shashi is one of Don Glauber’s (still living) cats. Her name means Moon in Sanskrit. Shashi’s human companion, Glauber, helped facilitate a virtual talk hosted by Homeward 
Bound Addison County’s Humane Society on healing after the loss of a pet last week.  INDEPENDENT PHOTO /  STEVE JAMES

en of us showed up on Zoom last 
week for a talk by Don Glauber. 
It wasn’t the happiest of ways to 
spend a sunny spring noontime, but 
nonetheless there we were to talk 
about our healing journeys from the 
loss of a beloved pet. 

“Whether your loss 
was six days ago 
or six years ago 
you should feel 
validated,” said 

host Hannah Manley, who’s the director of 
development with Homeward Bound, Addison 
County’s Humane Society. “It can be as hard 
or harder to loose a pet companion as it can to 

loose a human companion.”

Manley knows. 

“Our dog Jade had been diagnosed with 
osteosarcoma (bone cancer) in her shoulder 
shortly after acquiring a limp out of nowhere,” 
Manley explained. “We didn’t have a lot time 
with her after the diagnosis because we were 
determined not to allow her to suff er and 
at the age of 12 we did not feel putting her 
through surgery for an amputation was the 
humane thing to do, as much as we wanted 
more time with her.”

As a family they decided on at-home 
euthanasia. 

“Having Dr. Anja Wurm come to the house 
made an enormous diff erence in the way we 
were able to heal from this loss of Jade… Going 
forward, I will always fi nd a way to say goodbye 
in our home. When I want to feel close to Jade, 
I can go to this very spot on our lawn and be 
with her.”

“The best thing you can do is fi nd safe, 
supportive, non-judgmental people to share 
your stories with,” said Glauber, who led a 25-
year career as a PhD counseling psychologist 
in New York before transitioning to a semi-
retired life in Addison County with his late 
wife, Karen. The couple became dedicated 
volunteers with Homeward Bound following 

SEE PET LOSS ON PAGE 3

Lessons from loss: healing after a beloved pet passes

ELSIE
 LYNN PARINI

BY

T
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ROOTS MUSIC ORGANIZATION WILL BECOME A PROGRAM OF MIDDLEBURY’S VERMONT FOLKLIFE CENTER

Folklife Center welcomes Young Tradition Vermont

he Vermont Folklife Center has 
collaborated closely with Young 
Tradition Vermont (YTV) for many 
decades in our complimentary 
missions to amplify and sustain the 
living musical and dance traditions 
practiced by cultural communities 
across Vermont. YTV founder and 
director Mark Sustic and VFC founder 

Jane Beck began collaborating in the 1980s 
before either organization was founded. 

“I am thrilled that YTV and the Folklife Center 
will formally join to pursue our shared mission 
and vision,” said Kate Haughey, the Center’s 
executive director. “This important step for 
both organizations will ensure that many 
future generations of young people from all 
backgrounds have meaningful opportunities 
to explore the connections between traditional 
cultural practices, identity, and community.

“YTV and VFC programs over the past 40 
years have demonstrated the positive 
impact that engaging in community-based 
traditional arts has on social-emotional 
wellbeing. I look forward to expanding our 
efforts together,” Haughey added.

During the coming year, Sustic will join 
the VFC staff and remain at the helm of 
YTV’s many youth-oriented programs. 
Administration and promotion of YTV’s 
programs will transition to Folklife Center 
staff, allowing Sustic to focus on the 
programmatic efforts.

“Young Tradition Vermont, as a Vermont 
Folklife Center program, will continue 
to focus on ensuring that children and 
youth have opportunities to see, hear 
and interact with musicians, dancers, and 
instruments,” Sustic said. “This exciting step 

forward combines the strengths of both 
organizations to further the impact of both.”  

YTV programs, including Trad Camp, 
Fiddleheads, Touring Group, and the 
Young Tradition Festival, among others, 
will join the VFC’s existing programmatic 
offerings, including its Vermont Traditional 
Arts Apprenticeship Program, which is 
celebrating its 30th anniversary. 

This move is one of strength and growth for 
both organizations, allowing YTV’s programs 
to go forward with increased administrative 
support, and enhancing the Folklife Center’s 
reach among young Vermonters and their 
communities. There is always regret mixed 
with huge gratitude when a founder steps 
away, but in this case, the new partnership 
with VFC will assure long-term sustainability 
for the programs and values of YTV.

T

New world music and wine series starts 
this summer at Lincoln Peak Vineyard

Town Hall Theater’s new series World Music 
+ Wine features a monthly music showcase 
celebrating sounds from around the world. 
From May through August at Lincoln Peak 
Vineyard, drink in the music of Kenya, Chile, 
Zimbabwe, Haiti, Brazil, and Costa Rica, 
performed by local and international music all-
stars. Plus, enjoy award-winning local wine and 
food vendors, often showcasing international 
flavors. Music begins at 6 p.m.

“THT is thrilled to shine a spotlight on a 
diversity of cultures and voices through World 
Music + Wine,” THT Executive Director Lisa 
Mitchell said. “This partnership with powerful 
artists, their music and stories, in a perfect 
pastoral setting, will make summer sing.”

FRIDAY, MAY 27: KERUBO
KeruBo is a singer/songwriter and Afro-Jazz 
artist from Kenya. Accompanied by a nine-
piece band, she will sing a blend of African 
traditional music, with inflections of Brazilian 
samba/bossanova, jazz, and blues. KeruBo’s 
music is about healing and preserving African 

culture and heritage, while highlighting social 
issues affecting vulnerable minorities.

FRIDAY, JUNE 17: PASCUALA 
ILABACA Y FAUNA
Chilean singer-songwriter, Pascuala Ilabaca is 
a unique and treasured voice in both the Latin 
American and World Music scenes. Ilabaca 
and her band won Best World Beat Album at 
the Independent Music Awards. In a little over 
a decade, she has released six albums and 
performed on multiple world tours. She is known 
for her flamboyant and refreshing performances.

FRIDAY, JULY 8: MUKANA
Mukana (meaning “opportunity” in the 
Shona language of Zimbabwe) is an eclectic 
gathering of world-class musicians. This 
international band blends world and jazz 
traditions in sophisticated arrangements, with 
beautiful complexity and global rhythms. The 
artists hail from Zimbabwe, Chile, Haiti and  
Brazil – and include a Middlebury College 
grad. Mukana creates music that compels you 
to your feet in a joyful celebration of our global 
community. 

MUSIC
U P C O M I N G

TOWN HALL THEATER’S WORLD 
MUSIC + WINE SERIES

AT LINCOLN PEAK VINEYARD 
NEW MONTHLY SERIES MAY-AUGUST 

DOORS 5PM. MUSIC 6-7:30 P.M.

TICKETS: $15/ADVANCE; $18/DOOR. 
KIDS 12 AND UNDER FREE. KeruBo will perform for the Town Hall Theater World 

+ Wine series on Friday, May 27 at Lincoln Peak 
Vineyard in New Haven.

SEE MUSIC ON PAGE 5
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PET LOSS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FAR AWAY VIBES,
W I T H O U T  T H E  

FA R  AWAY  D R I V E .

For our 136th season of welcoming guests to the shores 
of Lake Champlain, Basin Harbor is offering a special 

Vermonter’s only rate for opening weekend. Guestrooms 
start at just $136/night, from May 20-23.   

To book, call 800-622-4000.

the death of 
their beloved 
cat Maya. And 
then, after the 
death of his 
wife, Glauber 
found his way 
to become a 

bereavement companion. 

Homeward Bound asked Glauber to facilitate 
the group discussion last week for the Lunch 
& Learn series, a collection of talks on pets 
issues for pet owners and pet lovers organized 
by Homeward Bound. After a brief introduction, 
he opened the Zoom fl oor to the group, to 
introduce themselves and share why they chose 
to attend this week’s talk.

“Just because I lost four pets and a wife, doesn’t 
mean I know anything more about grief than 
you,” Glauber said. “The path you’re on is the 
path you need to be on… I can’t express enough 
gratitude for you sharing. 

“Grief is radically diff erent; you don’t quite know 
it’s uniqueness and power until you go through 
it,” he continued. “It’s so damn uncomfortable, so 
why must we go through the grieving process? 
Can’t we just move on and get back to the good 
stuff ? Ironically the love of my pets and the 
losses in my wife have brought me so much 

more into my heart.”

Glauber acknowledged a few participants’ 
comments about the guilt they felt after the loss 
of their pets. 

“The coulda, shoulda, woulda (what we call 
complicated grief) is something that I would 
challenge,” he said. “What if we shifted the focus 
to what a beautiful miracle was to have this 
being in my life? Would I wish that they would 
not have come into my life? Most of us would 
answer, ‘No, of course not.’”

When Glauber is volunteering at Homeward 
Bound, he said he goes and picks up as many 
cats as want to be held. 

“That moment when they release, relax and melt 
into my chest,” Glauber explained, is a moment 
that fi lls his cup.

“In the case of two of my six cats they fell asleep 
on my heart and that’s when I fell in love in a 
very big way,” Glauber remembered of his own 
adoption experiences. “I now have the immense 
responsibility for this being… And then, all of a 
sudden, there’s the opposite feeling: ‘Oh no, 
man is it going to be hard to say goodbye to 
this creature.’ You can’t have the one without 
knowing the other will come… In our wildest 
fantasy, no being we love should ever die, but 
we know that is not true. The courage to grieve is 
the courage to love.”

And “opening your heart,” Glauber emphasized, 
“is always worth the risk.”

Homeward Bound’s Director of Development Hannah 
Manley rests in the grass with her late dog Jade.

SEE GRIEF ON PAGE 10
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ART
O N  E X H I B I T

Vermont: In the Country
on view in Brandon

ARIES: March 21-April 20. You may be 
questioning some of your relationships this 
week, Aries. Periodic refl ection is good for your 
long-term well-being, 
but move ahead with 
caution.

TAURUS: April 21-
May 21. Taurus, fi nding 
balance between your 
professional life and 
your home life may be 
challenging this week. 
Try not to hurry through 
your decision-making 
process.

GEMINI: May 22-June 
21. Typical routines 
just aren’t fulfi lling 
you lately, Gemini. 
Avoid succumbing 
to frustration and 
dissatisfaction by 
trying a new hobby or 
brainstorming ways you 
can change.

CANCER: June 22-July 
22. Avoid comparing 
yourself to friends and 
colleagues, Cancer. You 
may need a confi dence 
boost, so hang around 
friends and family who 
have your back. 

LEO: July 23-Aug. 
23. Has your love 
life aff ected your 
professional ambitions 
lately, Leo? Take a step 
back and analyze the 
situation to see what 
you can change for the 
better.  

VIRGO: Aug. 24-Sept. 22. Take some time to audit 
your health, Virgo. What you eat, how much you 
are sleeping, how often you are exercising — these 
are all factors that may require some change.

LIBRA: Sept. 23-Oct. 23. Libra, watch out for 
power struggles at work, especially if you feel 
they are causing you to be treated unfairly. Bring 

issues to a supervisor if 
it comes to it.

SCORPIO: Oct. 24-Nov. 
22. Scorpio, fatigue 
may catch up with you 
if you have not been 
pacing yourself or 
taking enough time to 
care for yourself. Slow 
down and take a mental 
health day… or two.

SAGITTARIUS: Nov. 
23-Dec. 21. You may 
be more sensitive 
than usual this week, 
Sagittarius. You may 
feel like family or 
friends are judging 
you, but that’s not 
necessarily so. 

CAPRICORN: Dec. 
22-Jan. 20. Try not to 
take part in popularity 
contests or gossip 
sessions at work, 
Capricorn. It can only 
come back to bite you 
when you least expect 
it. Stay the course and 
keep working hard.

AQUARIUS: Jan. 21-
Feb. 18. Aquarius, you 
may be seeking greener 
pastures, both at home 
and in your professional 
life. Impatience can get 
the best of you, but a 
change will happen 
over time.

PISCES: Feb. 19-March 20. You may have a 
tough time relating to others this week, Pisces. 
You view the world through a creative lens even 
when others don’t.

Cosmic ForecastCosmic Forecast

OPEN: M-F 10-5 and Saturday 9:30-4

260 Court Street, Middlebury, Vt. 05753
802-388-3559   www.middleburysewnvac.com

NOW
$1,699

quilt ambitionquilt ambition™™ 630 630May 1-31, 2022

Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30, Sat. 10-2  • Rt. 7 So., Middlebury
802-388-2800 •  www.middleburyfloralandgifts.com

Your Bridal Your Bridal 
Specialist! Specialist! 

Contact us for a Contact us for a 
free quote.free quote.

BRISTOL • VT453-7799

Tue.-Thurs 11am-5pm
Fri-Sat. 10am-5pm

Oh YARN it!

MAY 19 — Malcolm X, Civil Rights activist (d)
MAY 20 — Honoré de Balzac, novelist and 
playwright (d)
MAY 21 — Noel Fielding, comedian  (49)

MAY 22 — Morrissey, singer  (63)
MAY 23 — Michael Chabon, writer (59)
MAY 24 — Octavia Spencer, actor (52)
MAY 25 — Dorothea Lange, photographer (d)

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

The Brandon Artists Guild welcomes all Vermont 
lovers to enjoy “Vermont: In the Country,” the 
second in a series of three all-member shows 
celebrating our favorite state. Inspired by rolling 
farmland, striking mountain views and quiet lake 
scenes, this show evokes the refreshing escape 
that the Vermont landscape can give us, spanning 
all mediums. The exhibit will run from May 6-July 
10, with a mid-show reception open to the public 
and an opportunity to meet the artists on Friday, 
May 27, from 5-7 p.m.

For more information visit brandonartistsguild.
com or call 802-247-4956.

PHOTO / DICK CONRAD

MUSIC
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

FRIDAY, AUGUST 
19: MAL MAIZ
Costa Rican multi-
instrumentalist 
Maiz “Brujo” Vargas 
Sandoval and his Afro-
Latino Orchestra are a 
festive band, blending 

traditional cumbia, montuno, son corrido, puya 
and afro-Caribbean sounds — all while sharing 
heritage and culture. Bring your moves to this 
World + Wine series fi nale sure to become an 
explosive dance party. 

Tickets may be purchased at townhalltheater.
org, by calling 803-382-9222, or at the door. $15/
advance; $18/door; kids 12 and under free. Bring 
picnics, blankets or chairs. 
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M AY 1 9 - 2 9
2 0 2 2CALENDAR

FRIDAY, MAY 20
“FRESH AIR HISTORY” IN 
ROCHESTER. Friday, May 20, 
6:30 p.m., Rochester town park. 

Presented by the White River Valley Players, five 
10-minute plays based on local and Vermont 
history, presented outdoors on the park in 
Rochester village. Rain or shine. Fee admission. 
Bring a chair or blanket to sit on. Friday, May 20, 
at 6:30 p.m.

POET PAUL CHRISTENSEN IN BRANDON. 
Friday, May 20, 7 p.m., Compass Music and Arts 
Center, Park Village. Come to this evening with 
acclaimed poet Paul Christensen as part of the 
schedule of events planned throughout the 
showing of the art installation “We’re All At A 
Party Called Life On Earth!” Christensen will read 
some of his new poems and essays. Tickets $10 
adult/$5 students. To register call Edna Sutton at 
802-247-4295 or email edna@brandon-music.net.

SATURDAY, MAY 21
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN BRISTOL. 
Saturday, May 21, 9 a.m., Bristol Trail Network. 
Plan for 2.5-3 hours for 3.4-mile section around 
Bristol’s historic areas. Total elevation gain is 
under 100 feet. Excellent options for snacks/
lunch in Bristol before or afterward. Boots and 
poles suggested. More info contact Porter Knight 

at knight@gmavt.net or 802-343-3920. More at 
gmcbreadloaf.org.

STORYWALK CELEBRATION WITH ASHLEY 
WOLFF IN SALISBURY. Saturday, May 21, 11 a.m., 
Pitch Pine Trail. Celebrate the new StoryWalk, 
“Lucy Goes out Walking,” with author Ashley 
Wolff. She will also share some of her other 
books and lead us on a directed drawing activity 
to learn to draw the dog in this story. Rain 
location Salisbury Free Library.

“FRESH AIR HISTORY” IN ROCHESTER. Saturday, 
May 21, 4 and 6:30 p.m. See May 20 listing.

SUNDAY, MAY 22
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB TRAIL WORK IN 
RIPTON. Sunday, May 22, Middlebury Gap to 
Sucker Brook Trailhead with a car spot. Plan a full 
day for a strenuous hike of about 6 miles with 
trail clearing as we go along. Contact leader for 
more information, Ellen Cronan, 908-595-2926. 
More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 25
OPEN ART STUDIO IN BRISTOL. Wednesday, 
May 25, 3-5 p.m., Lawrence Memorial Library, 
40 North St. Children 3-13 are invited to come 
engage with materials together in their own 

individual way. Participants will be guided with 
predictable routines and expectations for safe, 
independent and productive use of art media 
in the setting. Come when you can, materials, 
smocks and snacks provided.

ADDISON COUNTY BIKE CLUB SPRING KICKOFF 
SOCIAL IN MIDDLEBURY. Wednesday, May 25, 
5 p.m., Frog Hollow Bikes/ Marquis Theater, 75 
Main St. Join the Addison County Bike Club its 
spring social gathering. We’ll ride beforehand 
and then get together for food and beverages. 
It’s your chance to boast about recent rides, 
meet new members or consider becoming a 
member. Wheels up at 5 p.m. from Frog Hollow 
Bikes; meet at Marquis Theatre, Middlebury at 6 
p.m.

NATASHA KOVAL PADON, PIANO, IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Wednesday, May 25, 7 p.m., St. 
Stephen’s Episcopal Church, on the town green. 
Born in Ukraine prior to World War II, Natasha 
Koval Padon, a gifted piano student, survived 
the horrors of war as a refugee. She was able 
to continue her studies with the help of the 
United Nations and church relief organizations. 
After coming to America in 1948, she continued 
her studies at the Mannes and Julliard Schools. 
Nastasha has performed here and abroad and 

    
MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY TELEVISION:

P.O. Box 785, Middlebury, Vt. 05753MCTV SCHEDULE Channels 1071 & 1091
Please see the MCTV website, www.middleburycommunitytv.org, for changes 
in the schedule; MCTV events, classes and news; and to view many programs 

online. Submit listings to the above address, or call 388-3062.
MCTV Channel 1071
Friday, May 20
Through the Night — VT State House, 
State Boards & Public Affairs
 4 a.m. Cannabis Control Board  
  (CCB)
 6:30 a.m. Medical Matters Weekly
 7:03 a.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
 7:30 a.m Congregational Church 
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Church
 5:30 p.m. Energy Week
 6:30 p.m. News, Public Affairs
Saturday, May 21
 12 a.m. Addison County Democratic  
  Congressional Candidates
 6:30 a.m. Medical Matters Weekly
 7:03 a.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
 8 a.m. Gov. Scott Weekly Update
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 3 p.m. Energy Week
 4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Service
 5:30 p.m. Eckankar
 6 p.m. Vote for Vermont
 7 p.m. Catholic Mass
 7:30 p.m. Medical Matters Weekly
 8:03 p.m. Montpelier Happy Hour
 8:30 p.m. The News Project
 9:30 p.m. Addison County Candidates
Sunday, May 22
 5 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 9 a.m. Catholic Mass
 10 a.m. Energy Week

 11 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
 3 p.m.  Earth Day March & Rally
  for All Species
 4 p.m. Congregational Service
 5:30 p.m. The News Project
 6:30 p.m. Eckankar 
 7 p.m. Catholic Mass
 7:30 a.m. Under the Dome
 8 p.m. Green Mountain Care (GMC)
Monday, May 23
 8 a.m. Vote for Vermont
 9 a.m. Energy Week
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 6 p.m. Medical Matters Weekly -  
  John Sayles
 6:29 p.m. Age Well - Meals on Wheels
 7:02 p.m. Rally for the Planet
 7:30 p.m. The News Project
 9:30 p.m. Interview with Rita Markley,  
  Director of COTS
 10:02 p.m. Alzheimer’s in Vt. 
  Panel Discussion
Tuesday, May 24
 9:30 a.m. Eckankar
 10 a.m. Selectboard
 11 a.m. GMC Board
 3 p.m. Energy Week
 4 p.m. Congregational Service
 7 p.m. Selectboard (LIVE),
  Public Affairs
Wednesday, May 25
 7:30 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
 9:30 a.m. Catholic Mass

 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 5 p.m. Energy Week
 6 p.m. Earth Day March & Rally
  for All Species
 7 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 11 p.m. State House, Public Affairs
Thursday, May 26
 5 a.m. Selectboard
 8 a.m. Congregational Service
 12 p.m. Selectboard,Public Affairs
 8 p.m. Energy Week
 9 p.m. Eckankar

MCTV Channel 1091 
Friday, May 20
 5 a.m. Burlington City Arts-   
  Visualizing Ukraine
 6:05 a.m. First Wednesdays - Jewish  
  Diaspora in 20 Recipes
 8 a.m. ACSD Board
 10:12 a.m. HCC Board
 11 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 12 p.m. Veggie Garden Questions  
  Answered
 1:30 p.m. Senior Moments -
  Eric Nielson
 8 p.m. State Board of Education
Saturday, May 21
 5 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6 a.m. North Country Chorus Spring  
  Concert
 7 a.m. Veggie Garden Questions  
  Answered

 8:30 a.m. Amazing Insects
 9:30 a.m. Yoga, Kids Yoga
 11 p.m. School Board Meetings
 5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ 
 6 p.m. North Country Chorus Spring  
  Concert
 7 p.m. Amazing Insects
 8 p.m. Jewish Diaspora in 20   
  Recipes
Sunday, May 22
 5 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6:04 a.m. Amazing Insects
 7 a.m.  Veggie Garden Questions  
  Answered
 8:30 a.m. Positively Vermont
 9 a.m. School Board Meetings
 12:45 p.m. How to Plant a Tree
  with V. J. Comai
 3 p.m. NEK Community Orchestra’s  
  Mother’s Day Concert.
 4:04 p.m. Amazing Insects
 5 p.m. Veggie Garden Questions  
  Answered
 6:30 p.m. NEK Community Orchestra
 7:30 p.m. Senior Moments -
  Eric Nielson
Monday, May 23
 5 a.m. Jewish Diaspora in 20   
  Recipes
 6:14 a.m. Veggie Garden   
  Questions Answered
 8:15 a.m. Kids Yoga, Yoga
 12 p.m. Local School Boards

 7 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 8 p.m.  Visualizing Ukraine
 10 p.m Veggie Garden Questions  
  Answered
Tuesday, May 24
 4 a.m. Veggie Garden Questions  
  Answered
 5:30 a.m. Visualizing Ukraine
 6:35 a.m. NEK Community Orchestra
 7:30 a.m. How to Plant a Tree
  with V. J. Comai
 9:45 a.m. Jewish Diaspora in 20   
  Recipes
 11 a.m. North Country Chorus
 12 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 1 p.m. School Board Meetings
 8 p.m. Veggie Garden Questions  
  Answered
Wednesday, May 25
 7 a.m. Yoga
 8:30 a.m. School Board Meetings
 12 p.m. State Board of Education
 10 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 11 p.m. Amazing Insects
Thursday, May 26
 6 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 7 a.m. Wildlife Tracking
 8:20 a.m. Yoga
 10 a.m. State Board of Education
 5:30 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6:30 p.m. Yoga Rest &  
  Restore
 7 p.m. School Board

SEE CALENDAR ON PAGE 15
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PETS IN NEED
HOMEWARD BOUND
Addison County’s Humane Society

Call or check our website.
We may have a pet for you.

802-388-1100 | HomewardBoundAnimals.org
236 Boardman Street | Middlebury, VT

Lola (top) is a growing 1.5-year-old, 70-pound 
Great Dane youngster who is still trying to figure 
out how to control her long legs! She is timid, 
gentle, and human-friendly.

Mia (below) is a 1.5-year-old, 80-pound, and 
growing Great Dane. She is human-friendly 
although can be timid at first.  She warms up easily 
with reassurance and calmness and is super goofy 
in her long-legged awkwardness.

Lola and Mia were raised together and were 
left mostly on their own running free on a large 
piece of land without being socialized with other 
dogs or humans outside the immediate family.  
Our shelter staff have been working on house 
training and walking on leash and both dogs are 
making progress but will need continued training 
and routine to get them where they need to be in 
these areas. A large yard with a high fence would 
provide a great energy release and if out for a 
walk, the new owner would need to be physically 
able to control their strength until they learn leash 
manners and basic obedience.

Both dogs are considered dog reactive and must be the only pet in a home with 
no cats or small children. We are NOT looking to adopt Lola and Mia into the 
same home because of the controlling, assertive nature Mia exhibits over Lola.

Skippy is a 2-year-old, 70-pound hound mix who 
is carrying a little extra winter weight.  He pulls 
hard on the leash when first starting out on his 
walks because he is so excited to be going and 
doing. He needs a strong person for walks or a 
fenced-in yard where he can bounce off some 
of his energy. Continued leash training would 
be beneficial. Skippy has a strong prey drive for 
cats and birds and does well with other socialized 
dogs. Kids in his family should be 10 years old 
or over and respectful of his food space. Skippy 
loves to get belly rubs and have long play 
sessions. He is still a young dog and needs as 
much exercise and play as someone is willing to 
give him.   

Apollo is a very shy boy who likes to 
bury himself under blankets to hide. He 
is very skittish but appreciates some 
head rubs. Apollo lives with other cats 
here in the shelter and he does well. 
Apollo will need a very calm and quiet 
home where he will have plenty of 
space to hide.

Dexie is a full-figured 10-year-old who 
loves to eat and even accepts the diet 
we have put her on. She is shy and 
likes to hide, but will purr loudly when 
she gets head rubs.  Dexie will lazily 
play with toys as long as she can 
reach them while laying down. She 
can be hissy with other cats but we are 
unsure if being with other cats is out of 
the question or if she just likes a lot of 
personal space.

Maze is a goofy gal who is chatty and 
affectionate. She is playful and loves 
her catnip. Maze can live with other 
cats but she has an alpha personality 
and would get along best with a docile 
cat. She has lived with dogs but would 
be her best with a cat-savvy dog.

1438 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-3139
www.parisfarmersunion.com

At Paris, we have everything you 
need for your pets and animals!

• Dry or Wet Dog & Cat food
• Dog & Cat beds, toys, cleaning supplies 

& accessories
• Fish, bird, small animal & reptile 

supplies and live feeder insects 
• Wild bird & Squirrel supplies 
• Backyard animal feed & supplies
• And friendly, knowledgeable staff 
   to help guide you!

1438 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-3139

• Wild bird & Squirrel supplies 
•
• And friendly, knowledgeable staff 
   to help guide you!

•

1438 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-3139

And friendly, knowledgeable staff 

Ask about 
our Frequent 

Buyer 
Program!

CBD for Pets  — Zero THC
Vermont-grown 

Organic 
Cannabis Products

(802) 483-6503 • 4270 Vermont Route 7, Pittsford

www.vtterps.com

Lotions • Oils  
Gummies • Pre-Rolls 

Pet Products

Cannabis Products

SEE KITTY ON PAGE 10

Goodbye, Kitty

never imagined I’d be a full-grown 
woman, weeping in my car over the 
death of my cat. But here I am. 

Kitty (real name: Haley) was 22. 
An ancient wonder-creature. 
A magical cuddle-beast. The 
runtiest one-eyed fur-angel that 
ever skulked the 

earth. We adopted her from 
Homeward Bound in 2004, 
and she moved with us six 
times — including twice with 
my parents, who cared for 
her while we lived in pets-
free apartments.

I’ve lived my entire adult life 
with this cat.

Kitty was missing an eye, 
yes. And her tail was broken 
and stumpy. She snored 
loudly and sneezed often, 
thanks to a deviated septum. 
But she loved nothing more 
than to be close to us. She 
lived for TV time. She slept 

curled up by our feet every night. She never 
put up a fi ght when the girls dressed her in 
doll hats or decorated her with play-dough. 

Kitty’s health had been deteriorating over 
the last few weeks, but yesterday it became 
clear that her time had fi nally come. I

AnimalAnimal
FamiliesFamilies
A SPECIAL SECTION OF THE ADDISON INDEPENDENT

MEGAN JAMESBY
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EACH TOP PRIZE WINNER WILL BE AWARDED AEACH TOP PRIZE WINNER WILL BE AWARDED A

$25.00 GIFT CERTIFICATE$25.00 GIFT CERTIFICATE
FROM MIDDLEBURY AGWAYFROM MIDDLEBURY AGWAY

1 1 1

BEST Pet PHOTO
C O N T E S T

presentsMIDDLEBURY

WinnersWinners
As chosen by the Addison Independent readers.

1 1 1

22 Charlie

3 Blaze

The Dog Squad:  Kota, 
Chance, Blaze and Phoenix

3 Tinsley & Rufus

2 Ollie

3 Angus T. MacKitten

2
Oakley

3 Luna

2
Finn

3 Phoenix

2 Angus

3 Gandalf the Grey

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
THIS YEAR’S TOTALLY 
PAWESOME PET PHOTO 
CONTEST WINNERS

We received more than 50 
submissions, ranging from 
sleepy cats and friendly dogs 
to goofy bunnies and even a 
majestic peacock! Each and 
every entry featured a special 
and loveable pet, but here are 
the top picks based on pup-ular 
vote after tallying up over 1,000 
Facebook likes.

All submissions can be viewed 
on the Addison Independent’s 
Facebook page and on our 
website addisonindependent.com.

First-place winners in each 
category will be mailed a $25 
Agway gift card. Winners will be 
contacted next week with more 
prize details.

This contest is made possible by  

support from Middlebury Agway.

   Work CompanionsBest Pals  Couch Potato Funny Faces Model ShotAction Shot 

Oaklee Luna TheodoreCoCo Deja Blu Blaze



PAGE 10 — Addison Independent | ARTS+LEISURE | Thursday, May 19, 2022

DEBORAH HOLMES WATERCOLORS

You are invited to
OPEN STUDIO WEEKEND

in participation with the Vermont Crafts Council
May 28 & 29, 2022 | Saturday & Sunday, 10am-5pm

24 Garfield Street, Bristol Vermont
(4th house on the left from North St. & Jones the Boy Bake Shop)

Gift prints, watercolor & acrylagouach paintings & cards
(802) 453-8511

www.deborahholmesart.com deborahholmesart@gmail.com

T.S. EliotEvery moment is a new beginning

GRIEF
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

KITTY
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

What do you do with the void and 
disorienting grief after your pet passes?

Do you replace them? Or never get a pet 
again because it was so painful? How do 
you honor the love they unlocked in your 
life? How are you left?

“There is a connection between the depth 
of your grief and the depth of your love for 
that being,” Glauber said. “How much of my 
suffering is because of how much I loved 
this being?

“You were given this gift,” Glauber continued. 
“What’s the best way to return the favor to 
the creature that’s been working on you for all 
these years? We are people who are loving 
and more open because of our animals.”

So maybe, just maybe, we can translate 
that love and openness to our human 
companions? What if we learned how to 
“love larger” — including the beings in our 
lives who are difficult.

“You have made this hour memorable and 
you’ve touched each other,” Glauber pointed 
out to the Zoom group. “You’re here sharing 
with complete strangers to the point of tears 
who love animals as much as you do.”

“There seems to be such a large need, for 
people to come together and talk,” said 
participant Gwen Delgadillo. “Thank you for 
doing this because it really does help a lot.”

“You never know what you’re capable 
of until life gives you a chance like this,” 
Glauber concluded. “After the losses I’ve 
been through, I’ve come up with an elegant 
answer for living life after the loss of a 
loved one: You just show up. You bring what 
you’ve got, and the situation guides you to 
what needs to be done.”

There was conversation at the end of the 
call of the unmet need in the community for 
people experiencing the grief of pet loss. 
Manley said she’d be willing to have those 
interested in this type of service contact 
her at 802-388-1100, ext. 224 or hmanley@
homewardboundanimals.org.

Don Glauber holds two of his cats Shashi (white) 
and Haiku (on his shoulders). Glauber is an active 
volunteer with Homeward Bound.

We’ve been prepping 
our kids for Kitty’s 
death for years. They 
already knew she was a 
centenarian in cat years 
and that she would 
leave us soon.

When we told them we would need to help Kitty end 
her long, love-filled life, Joni wept and immediately set 
to work making a heart-covered goodbye card. Frankie 
made a sad face and said, “I want a dog.”

We spent the afternoon pampering Kitty in a cozy nest 
made out of Joni’s and my shirts, the goodbye card 
taped to a nearby wall so Kitty could see it. Frankie 
saw how sad Joni was and tenderly tucked the cat in 
with a blanket.

And then this morning, after brief but heartfelt 
goodbyes from the girls, I brought Kitty to the animal 
hospital and held her in my arms to the end. 

She let out one last hearty purr after the shot, and then 
she was gone. 

Thanks for the cuddles, Kitty. We’ll miss you. 
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ACROSS
 1. Scream loudly
 5. Antidepressant 
(abbr.)
 8. The bill in a 
restaurant
11. Oblong pulpits
13. Adult female 
chicken
14. Abnormal 
breathing
15. Financial 
obligations
16. Belonging to a 
thing
17. Winged
18. Peoples
20. College hoops 
tournament
21. An informal body 
of friends

22. Region of the 
world
25. In an early way
30. Connected by 
kinship
31. Type of tree
32. Offi  cial order
33. Foundation for an 
idea
38. Small, faint 
constellation
41. Book lovers
43. Vegetable
45. Cabbage variety
47. A way to heal
49. Illuminated
50. Dish that features 
a stick
55. Insurance-related 
costs (abbr.)
56. Solid water

57. Soldier’s gear
59. “Uncle Buck” 
actress Hoff mann
60. Former measure of 
length
61. Arabic name 
meaning “spring”
62. Doctors’ group
63. Actress Susan
64. Appropriate

DOWN
 1. Cool!
 2. Hebrew unit of 
measure
 3. Swedish rock group
 4. College army
 5. Black eye
 6. One who stopped 
working
 7. Teach a value

Sudoku
Each Sudoku puzzle 
consists of a 9x9 
grid that has been 
subdivided into nine 
smaller grids of 3x3 
squares. To solve 
the puzzle each row, 
column and box must 
contain each of the 
numbers 1 to 9. Puzzles 
come in three grades: 
easy, medium and 
diffi  cult. 

Level: Medium

This week’s puzzle solutions can be found on Page 13.

 8. Rhythmic patterns
 9. “MASH” actor Alda
10. “Friday Night 
Lights” director
12. Midway between 
south and southeast
14. Indian musical 
pattern
19. Fulfi ll a desire
23. Water soaked soil
24. Brass instrument
25. Before
26. Popular color
27. Peyton’s little 

brother
28. Partner to cheese
29. Put onto
34. “Much __ about 
nothing”
35. A way to mend
36. Anger
37. Soviet Socialist 
Republic
39. Mobilized
40. Resembles an 
earlobe
41. Cut of meat
42. Nigerian people

44. Recently
45. Square stone 
building at Mecca
46. Adhere to orders
47. Adventure story
48. Marine bivalve 
mollusk
51. Retrospective 
analysis (abbr.)
52. Actor Pitt
53. Tibetan village
54. A way to change by 
heating
58. A beam of sunshine

s p o n s o r e d  byPuzzlesPuzzles
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This charming cape has a lovely lot with ample open space, as well as a nice 
wooded area behind the house. There are large sun-fi lled living and dining 
spaces that fl ow very nicely into each other, as well as a beautifully updated 
effi  cient kitchen. There are two bedrooms on the fi rst fl oor and another two 
on the second fl oor, and a full bath on both fl oors. There is hardwood and tile 
fl ooring throughout the house. The large mudroom that links the garage to the 
house also has the laundry area with a large laundry sink. This location is just 

minutes from town and is a nice blend of feeling you 
are in the country as well as a nice neighborhood.

317 ROLLING ACRES CIRCLE, 

MIDDLEBURY

A LOOK INSIDE ADDISON COUNTY HOMES FOR SALE

Middlebury cape off ers best of town & country

$535,000

This week’s property is managed by Champlain Valley Properties. 
More info at champlainvalleyproperty.net.
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WALLACE REALTY
48 Mountain Terrace

Bristol, VT 05443
PH 802-453-4670 • FAX 802-453-5898

Visit our websites at:
www.wallacere.com

www.greenbuiltvermont.com

Please call Kelly, Claire, or Tom

EQUAL 
HOUSING  
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 as amended 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons receiving 
public assistance, or an intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will not  knowingly 
accept any advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of discrimination, call 
HUD Toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.

Email Christy to fi nd out how. Christy@addisonindependent.com
Add your piece! Add your piece! Be the next sponsor of the puzzle page.

s o l u t i o n s May 19, 2022

Puzzle
Christy@addisonindependent.com

Be the next sponsor of the puzzle page.

May 19, 2022

PuzzlePuzzle

estate
real

Spring into the market!
Contact us today to advertise on our 

weekly real estate pages.
ads@addisonindependent.com

ILSLEY PUBLIC LIBRARY 2ND ANNUAL 
PHOTO CONTEST IN MIDDLEBURY.  

Entries accepted from June 1 - July 31

This year’s theme: “Water, water, everywhere. Your challenge is to photograph water 
in some way — it could be the liquid form or frozen in the form of ice. Pick fl owing 

water or still water. Capture it frozen in time or with motion. The choice is yours.”

Enter your digital photo before July 31 in either the adult (18 and over) or youth 
(17 and under) category.  Our guest judges, Steve James, Caleb Kenna and Kylie 

Wolgamont will choose 3 winners from each category. The winning images will be 
printed and hung in the library lobby and given to the artist after the exhibit. The 

rules are simple. One entry per session per person. Amature work only. Original work 
only. No photoshop or other manipulated images

Call for entries
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ipjrealestate.com
34 Main Street, downtown Middlebury

info@ipjrealestate.com  |  802.388.4242

WEYBRIDGE  NEW LISTING!
4898 SNAKE MOUNTAIN ROAD
MLS #4909340 | $535,000
3 BD | 2 BA | 1573 SF | 5.00 ACRES

The Green Mountain views are 
amazing from this property! A smart 
set of systems including radiant fl oor 
heat and mini split air conditioning 
in the main living areas, solar for 
both power and water, central 
vacuum, and a generator. Enjoy 
the outdoor hot tub and large deck. 
Plenty of space for storage or build 
out some work areas with a large, 
dry basement (already offering 
one fi nished room), and a two car 
garage with a third overhead door 
at the rear. While only minutes to 
Middlebury or Vergennes, this quiet 
country setting is a convenient 
compromise between town and 
country.

BRANDON  NEW LISTING!
74 & 62 COUNTRY CLUB ROAD
MLS #4909913 | $895,000
3 BD | 4 BA | 2786 SF | 28.06 ACRES

Two properties in one! This 
magnifi cent Federal farmhouse still 
features murals hand painted by 
previous owner Artist Warren Kimble.
The lush gardens surround the main 
house & several outbuildings—post & 
beam structures that were brought 
to the property and used for studio/
gallery space. They provide endless 
possibilities with two being fully 
insulated, heated structures. The 
main house is a handsome post & 
beam with wood fl oors, plenty of 
natural sunlight, traditional details 
and loads of charm. The large 
barn adjacent offers options. Once 
Warren Kimble’s studio space, it is 
currently “Brandon Music” used for 
musical and cultural events. Convert 
to living space, have an additional 
residence or rental property, or use it 
as a workshop or studio/performance 
space. The structure is equipped 
with radiant heat in the fl oors, air 
conditioning, gallery lighting, sound 
equipment, commercial kitchen, 3/4 
bath and parking. Plenty of acreage 
to expand on the existing trails, with 
development potential as well. Close 
to vibrant downtown Brandon and 
the golf course.

Hinesburg Artist Series 
to play Dan Forrest’s 
‘Jubilate Deo’ on May 22

he Hinesburg Artist Series is bringing 
back Dan Forrest’s “Jubilate Deo” on 
Sunday, May 22, at St. Jude Catholic 
Church in Hinesburg, with performances 
at 2 and 4:30 p.m. Originally scheduled 
for March 2020, members of the 
Hinesburg Artist Series are thrilled to 
finally perform this marvelous work for 
the community.

“The ‘Jubilate Deo’ is one of the most exciting 
pieces we have ever performed,” said Rufus 
Patrick, HAS Music Director. “Some movements 
are so joyful we can barely keep from dancing in 
our seats, and others are sublimely beautiful. This 
is a concert not to be missed!”

Set in seven different languages and drawing 
from a wide spectrum of musical influences, the 
“Jubilate Deo” is very accessible to all listeners. 
With text in Latin, Hebrew, Arabic, Mandarin 
Chinese, Zulu, Spanish and English, the piece is a 
symbolic gesture of unity between cultures and 
the music has universal appeal. 

“It is so satisfying relearning the ‘Jubilate Deo’ 
after coming within days of performing it in 2020,” 
said Maris Rose, a soprano who has performed 
with the Hinesburg Artist Series for many years. 
“Singing this piece is incredibly emotional, and I 
feel fortunate to be able to perform it this year.” 

The performance will include vocal soloists 
Amy Frostman and Amy Patrick. There will be a 
featured violin duet performed by Chris Stork 
and Kimberley Durflinger. There will also be a 
trio featuring Chris Stork, violin, Margaret Roddy, 
clarinet, and Evan Allen, piano, playing selections 
by Dmitri Shostakovich.  

“We are so grateful to the community for the 
support we’ve seen over the past two years,” 
Patrick said. 

Tickets are $20 for general admission, students 
12-18 are $10, and children under 12 are free. 
Tickets are available at has_music.eventbrite.com. 
If you need help or more info, call Rufus Patrick at 
802-373-0808.

COVID POLICY:
Audience members aged 5 and over are required 
to be vaccinated and wear masks. All performers 
will be fully vaccinated. If you are feeling sick, 
have symptoms of COVID-19, have recently tested 
positive or have recently come into contact with 
someone who has COVID-19, please do not attend. 
This policy is in effect as of April 5, 2022 and is 
subject to change. Check hinesburgartistseries.org 
for up-to-date information.

T
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802-877-2134  •  www.ReVT4u.com
Your Forever Realtors, Building Relationships One Home at a Time!

We are a designated agency brokerage.

These Real Estate Opportunities Make Your Dreams a Reality

COMMUNITY CORNER

Susan Burdick
802-989-9058

Lynn Jackson Donnelly
802-349-5382

Sean Dye
802-338-0136

Nancy Larrow
802-989-9653

ADDISON, VT
The three levels of living make this 4 BDR, 4 BA home 
perfect for many uses such as multi generational 
living, working from home, home schooling, or just 
having room to grow.
MLS#4909284 $729,000

ADDISON, VT
This unique 3 BDR, 2 BA home overlooking Lake 
Champlain was designed to take advantage of the 
wide sweeping views. With deeded lake access, wrap-
around deck, a stone patio, and plenty of outdoor 
space for gardens, the possibilities for entertainment 
or relaxation are endless.
MLS# 4908447                                                 $535,000

Lake Champlain Maritime 
Museum to Re-Open

The museum will be FREE to 
visitors from May 21–October 
16 with outside and indoor 
exhibits, summer camps

and expeditions, historic 
replica boats, new 
programs, and more.
Visit LCMM.org
for details!

New Listing

New Listing

New Listing

New Listing

New Listing

New Listing

w/Lake Access

w/Lake Access

w/Lake Access

New Listing

New Listing

New Listing

New Listing

New Listing

New Listing

BRISTOL, VT
This 3 BDR, 2 BA home offers in-town living with a 
country feel. The main level boasts a spacious and 
bright living room, a deck graces both the rear and 
front of the house, and the fenced-in backyard is 
abutted by a mountain forest.
MLS# 4909577 $275,000

replica boats, new 

K. Cory Foote
802-349-7101

Dick Elkins
802-985-8150

CALENDAR
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

has often 
directed her 
concerts to 
support social 
causes. She 
is performing 
compositions 
by Polish 

composer Chopin, selected for their relevance to 
the present crisis in Ukraine. 

THURSDAY, MAY 26
CELEBRITY STORYTELLERS IN VERGENNES. 
Thursday, May 26, 10:30 a.m., Bixby Memorial 
Free Library, 258 Main St. As part of the 
Celebrity Storytellers series of reading 
throughout Vermont, David Zuckerman will be 
at the Bixby to read “One Horse Farm.” More 
info contact Mary L. Collins at 802-730-0289 or 
email mlcollinscom@gmail.com.

“AMERICAN VIOLET” DISCUSSION IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, May 26, 6:30-7:30 
p.m.,via Zoom or at Ilsley Public Library 
(depending on COVID conditions), 75 Main 
St. Watch the fi lm in your own time, available 
through Kanopy, then join The Middlebury 
Community Classic Film Club for discussion. The 
day starts out like any other but soon we see a 
SWAT team preparing for a major drug raid at a 
housing project. Suspects, all African American, 
are rounded up and soon booked. Though 

working miles away, Dee Roberts is arrested as 
well. But she’s innocent. Will she take an unfair 
plea bargain off ered by a racist district attorney 
or will she risk spending years in prison by 
fi ghting back? Based on a true story.

FRIDAY, MAY 27
ART OPENING IN BRANDON. Friday, May 27, 
5-7 p.m., Brandon Artists Guild, 7 Center St. 
Meet the artists for the BAG’s show “Vermont: 
In the Country,” the second in a series of three 
all-member shows celebrating our favorite 
state. Inspired by rolling farmland, striking 
mountain views and quiet lake scenes, this show 
evokes the refreshing escape that the Vermont 
landscape can give us, spanning all mediums. 
More info visit brandonartistsguild.com or call 
802-247-4956.

SATURDAY, MAY 28
VERMONT OPEN STUDIO WEEKEND. Saturday, 
May 28. The 30th Annual Spring Open Studio 
Weekend gives visitors and shoppers an 
opportunity to tour the spring landscape of 
Vermont to visit more than 150 art studios and 
galleries in towns statewide. Addison County 
artists include Caleb Kennam, Robert Compton, 
Susanne Peck, Deborah Holmes, Pamela Fogg, 
Joan Curtis, Judith Rielly, and Warren Kimble. 
Info, maps images of artwork and a full list of 
participating studios at vermontcrafts.com.

DEB BRISSON AND THE HAY BURNERS IN 
BRANDON. Saturday May 28, 7:30 p.m., Brandon 
Music, 62 Country Club Rd. The opening show 
of Brandon Music’s 2022 and fi nal season. 
Brisson and the Hay Burners are a group of 
veteran Addison County performers, led by 
Brisson’s powerful, expressive vocals. Concert 
tickets $25. Pre-concert dinner available for 
$35. Reservations required for dinners and 
recommended for the show and can be made 
on-line at brandon-music.net. Venue is BYOB. 
Call 802-247-4295 or email info@brandon-music.
net for more info.

SUNDAY, MAY 29
VERMONT OPEN STUDIO WEEKEND. Sunday, 
May 29. See May 28 listing.

BLUES WITHOUT BORDERS IN CORNWALL. 
Sunday, May 29, 5-7 p.m., 14 Audet Rd. The 
West Cornwall Backyard Concert Series is 
happy to have Blues Without Borders opening 
the 2022 season. The band features the vocal 
powerhouse Deb Tier and the incendiary guitar 
stylings of Scotty Mac. The talented rhythm 
section supporting these two consists of Kasia 
“Special K” Karazim on keys, Mike “Uncle Joe” 
Burbank on bass and Dan “Freight Train of 
Rhythm” Whittemore on drums. Donations for 
the performers graciously accepted. Bring 
a picnic, enjoy the show, stick around for a 
fantastic sunset.
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YOUR YARD, GARDEN AND PET STORE

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
338 Exchange Street, Middlebury

802-388-4937 • www.MiddleburyAgway.com

Are your animal companions a central part of your life?
We help you provide quality care for all your pets!

Accessories
Collars • Leashes • Harnesses Collars • Leashes • Harnesses 

 High Viz Protective Wear  High Viz Protective Wear 
Food Dishes & Storage BinsFood Dishes & Storage Bins

Beds  •  Crates & Carrying Cases

& Grooming
Supplies 

Brushes, shampoos, skin treatment 
ointments to keep your pets’ coats 

healthy and problem free!

OurOur

Self-ServiceSelf-Service
Dog Wash is Dog Wash is OPEN EVERYDAY!OPEN EVERYDAY!
Washing your pet Washing your pet has never been easier!has never been easier!

Enjoy the pleasant atmosphere in Enjoy the pleasant atmosphere in our beautiful spa-like space.our beautiful spa-like space.

Think of Agway when you think of your pets!

Toys & Treats
Lots of fun items to keep 

your pets playful
and rewarded!

We 
Welcome 
Your Pet
We love to have 

your pet visit.  
Come  in & let them help 
you  choose a new collar,  

toy or other accessory.

           Small 
   Animal Products
     • Cages, Foods, Treats & Pine and Cedar   
     bedding for your hamsters, 
  guinea pigs, rabbits and ferrets. 
  • Bird food, toys  and cages
 • Basics for fish, too!

Horses
Compare our prices & switch to

one of the fine feeds we carry.

Feed • Supplements
Training & Grooming Equipment

  
Pet I.D. Tags

     Custom Engraved while you wait. 
Choose from a variety of styles.  

Beautiful brass Equine & 
Stable Plates, too.

Open 7 days

M- F 8-6, Sat 8-5 • Sun 9-4

ASK ABOUT OURASK ABOUT OUR

Pet Food ClubPet Food Club
EEarn rewards for your arn rewards for your 

purchases!purchases!

PET FOOD
Quality Brands Including:

Choose from a variety of styles.  

Birdfeeders, Seed & Suet, Birdfeeders, Seed & Suet, 
Sunflower Seeds Sunflower Seeds 
(Black Oil, Blend & Striped)(Black Oil, Blend & Striped) 
Houses, Accessories, Houses, Accessories, 
Fire mix & more!Fire mix & more!
Enjoy your bird-friendly yard!Enjoy your bird-friendly yard!

BIRDS

          Everything you need Everything you need 
            for pet support & safety.

& Grooming

          
            for pet support & safety.

Quality Brands Including:

     Custom Engraved while you wait. 

Congratulations to all of this year’s Pet Contest 
participants and winners! We love sharing in the beauty 

and notoreity of your cherished family members and 
hope that your family, friends and neighbors will play 

in future years. 
With warm hugs and firm paw shakes from

everyone at Middlebury Agway.
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