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Bluebells are a classic spring flower.

This image was made by Dick Conrad.
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WE WON’T JUDGE!

MON-FRI 8-5, SAT 8-12 OR BY APPOINTMENT | 18 CREEK RD | MIDDLEBURY, VT | (802) 458-8999  

BradfordKitchenAndBath.com

ASK US ABOUT OUR IN-HOUSE FINANCING.

• KITCHEN AND BATH DESIGN
• INSTALLATION

• TUBS, TOILETS, FAUCETS, ETC
• PROJECT MANAGEMENT

• CABINETRY & COUNTERTOPS
• HARDWARE & MORE!

te  us what y�  need

and � ’  make it happen.

OUR EXPERT TEAM IS 
READY TO ASSIST YOU 
WITH A PERSONALIZED 
CONSULTATION. COME 
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 
AND TELL US ABOUT 
YOUR DREAM SPACE — 
WE’RE HERE TO MAKE 
YOUR DREAMS A REALITY!



HOME • Addison Independent, Thursday, May 12, 2022 — PAGE 3C

By JUDITH IRVEN
Our greenhouse is much more 

than a collection of pretty plants. It 
is a magical space where, even in 
the depths of winter, we retreat to be 
immersed in the soothing presence 
of growing things.

Surrounded by four walls and full 
of greenery, it is a green room in the 
truest sense of the term. 

Our green room is designed to 
be congenial for both people and 
plants. As such it meets two very 
different sets of needs:

People needs: an aesthetically 
pleasing living space where one can 
read a good book, sit and chat, or 
comfortably minister to the needs of 
the plants.

Plants needs: appropriate 
amounts of light, water and nutrients 
in a frost-free and predominately 
pest-free environment.

Dick and I started our Vermont 
lives in Goshen with an all-glass 
aluminum-framed greenhouse and, 
over time, discovered it leaked heat 
like a sieve.

So in 2009 we bit the bullet and 
decided to replace it with a new, 

wood-framed, more heat-retentive 
structure, while using the old 
foundation wall.

And for this we turned to Dennis 
Bates of Vermont 
Sun Structures. His 
beautifully hand-crafted 
structures are a pleasure 
to behold, and we were 
attracted to his unique 
design, optimized for our 
latitude, that maximizes 
winter heat efficiency 
while minimizing 
summer heat build-up. 
Unlike a conventional 
greenhouse with an all-
glass roof, Dennis uses 
glass in just the lower 
half of the roof.

In the winter months 
the sun is low in the 
sky and, even with a 
half-glass roof, sunlight 
reaches all the way to 
the north wall of our 
greenhouse. This captures the 
maximum light, which is good for 
winter plant growth and provides 
desirable solar heating.

By contrast, in summer the sun is 
much higher in the sky, and the solid 
portion of the roof shades the entire 
back half of the greenhouse, which 

reduces unwanted solar 
heating.

Orientation matters
The long front wall 

and angled roof of 
our greenhouse face 
due south, which is 
the ideal orientation 
to make the most of 
the weak winter sun. 
And indeed on sunny 
days, even when the 
temperature outside is 
down around -10°F, the 
temperature inside the 
greenhouse will climb a 
very comfortable 70°F, 
making it the perfect 
space for reading the 
newspaper or sipping 
tea.

Spatial design
Designing an indoor garden room 

is not so different from designing 
a multi-use outdoor garden space, 
like a patio or an entrance garden.

Consider both form and function.
Our greenhouse measures just 18 

feet long and 10 feet deep. Space 
is at a premium and we share very 
close quarters with our plants.

So when it comes to spatial 
lay-out, every inch counts, and 
it is really helpful to use a scale 
drawing that shows how everything 
will relate to everything else on the 
ground.

In the early days with our old 
greenhouse I must confess to a 
strictly rectilinear layout. Then 
one day it hit me. This was neither 
visually attractive, nor was it 
particularly efficient.

So, like any garden designer, 
I grabbed a piece of paper and 
drew up a base plan of the whole 
space, showing everything that 
was immutable. Then, just as 
with an outdoor design, I set 
about experimenting with concept 
sketches to find a layout that would 
be both functional and aesthetically 
pleasing.

I was delighted with the resulting 
design, which I immediately 
implemented in the old greenhouse. 

JUDITH’S GREENHOUSE, BUILT by Vermont Sun Structures, with ceiling windows on just the lower portion of the roof, allows midwinter sun to reach the back wall, while shading more sun in the summer months.
Photos by Dick Conrad

Then, since the new greenhouse 
used the identical dimensions, it 
made perfect sense to carry over 
most of the basic design too.

The design starts with the people 
spaces:

The entrance: a pair of sliding 
glass doors in the left half of the rear 
(north) wall.

A sitting space: two chairs and 
a small table along the right half of 
the rear wall.

The floor: pavers set in a 
herringbone pattern that permits 
drainage.

A workspace: a small potting 
table and shelves above, in the 
northwest corner.

A curved path: unencumbered 
floor space linking the door and the 
sitting space.

An exit to the outside: a glass 
door set into the east wall.

Planning makes a greenhouse work
Master gardener finds the secret to a successful green room in her Goshen home

(See Greenhouse, Page 15C)

THE AUTHOR TENDS to one of her favorite camellias inside the 
greenhouse in their Goshen home that stays relatively warm even on 
cold winter days. 

Photo by Dick Conrad

In the winter 
months the sun 

is low in the sky 
and, even with 
a half-glass roof, 
sunlight reaches 
all the way to 
the north wall of 
our greenhouse. 
This captures 
the maximum 
light, which is 
good for winter 
plant growth 
and provides 
desirable solar 
heating.

Treat your deck right…
 so you can enjoy it  

all summer long! 
 

We’ve got all the best brands to 
meet your exterior staining needs! 

16 Creek Road, Middlebury • 802-388-6054
M-F 7:15 - 5:30, Sat. 8 - 3 • www.countrysidecarpetandpaint.com

Transparent  Stains
Semi-Transparent Stains

Semi- Solid Stains
Solid Stains

&  More!

MAKE YOUR HOME
BLOOMING BEAUTIFUL

Our Greenhouse Flourishes with
NEW ARRIVALS DAILY
Large variety 

of annual 
flower and 
vegetable 

plants & herbs.

Huge selection of healthy 
nursery stock 

Shrubs • Perennials • 
Roses

Yard & Yard & GardenGarden
Bulk Mulches Pine, Natural Cedar & Hemlock

Bulk Compost & Top Soil
          Delivery available on all bagged and bulk products.

Buy bulk 
and Save!

Bagged Mulch & Soils

YOUR YARD, GARDEN and PET PLACE™  www.MiddleburyAgway.com

     MIDDLEBURY AGWAY FARM & GARDEN
338 Exchange St., Middlebury, VT • 802-388-4937

Monday - Friday 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4 

• Concrete Pavers • Edging • Step Stones • 
Wall Stones • Natural Field Stones • Slate

for patios, edging and stone walls!
Open 7

days a week

 Weber Grills are here!
Many Weber Gas & Charcoal Models 

Available in Colors!  
Also Available with Stainless

Steel Upgrades.
FREE assembly and

FREE propane fill up makes
Agway the best deal on Weber

 you’ll find anywhere!

Middlebury Agway Coupon

NURSERY CUSTOMER BUCKS
o $5 off          o $15 off          o $25 off
any $50 Nursery 

Purchase

The more you buy,
 the more you save!

any $100 Nursery 
Purchase

any $150 Nursery 
Purchase

Combined nursery purchases include Trees, Shrubs, Annuals, Herbs, Perennials
Cannot be combined with any other sale or offer.

One coupon per visit. Valid at Middlebury Agway only. Valid now through 5/31/22

2020%%offoff
CLOTHING PURCHASE

Carhartt makes great  cothing for all seasons!  
Pants, Jeans, shorts, T’s, overalls, hats and much more!

SUMMER CLOTHING FOR MEN, WOMEN & CHILDREN
Middlebury Agway Coupon

Valid now
through 5/31/22

FREE Propane
fill up w/gas grill 

purchase

Cannot be combined with any other sale or offer.
Coupon good for in-stock items only and while supplies last.

Our beautiful  SELF-SERVICE Dog 
Wash is OPEN EVERYDAY!

We also make PET I.D. TAGS
Custom engraved while you wait. Choose from a variety of styles. 

Washing your pet has never been easier!
Enjoy the pleasant atmosphere in our beautiful spa-like space.

PET SERVICES

Beautiful brass Equine & Stable Plates, too.

PET FOOD
Wide variety of premium, quality brands.

 Join our Pet Club and earn rewards for your purchases.
Toys & treats, accessories, grooming 
& supplies.  Plus, products for birds 

and small animals.
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As spring blooms and millions 
of trees across the country turn 
from bare to budding, most 

Arborist leads women into trees
Lincoln specialist 
shows skills on TV

people focus on the promise of 
warmer days, rather than the 
spectacular show transpiring in the 
tree tops.

But not Lincoln arborist Bear 
LeVangie. 

LeVangie has made it her life’s 

LINCOLN’S BEAR LEVANGIE will demonstrate proper tree 
climbing for arborists in a show to be broadcast May 14 on WCAX-
TV. LeVangie is a founder of the Women’s Tree Climbing Workshop 
organization.

work to study trees and be a 
proud steward of their health and 
longevity in her own Lincoln 
community and beyond. 

“If you are breathing, then 
thank a tree,” LeVangie said. 
“Quite simply, without trees, 
humans cannot live on this 
planet.”

Always happiest playing 
outdoors while growing up in 
Barre, Mass., Bear and twin 
sister Melissa both discovered 
their dream jobs were in 
arboriculture. But after realizing 
that training opportunities for 
female arborists were far and 
few, they founded the Women’s 
Tree Climbing Workshop, or 
WTCW, a national female-
led organization dedicated to 
creating a safe and empowering 
learning environment for women 
to climb trees. To date, the 
organization has taught more 
than 700 women how a climbing 
arborist works, safe climbing 
techniques and responsible tree 
care.

The LeVangies recently 
partnered with The TurfMutt 
Foundation, an organization 
that encourages outdoor learning 
experiences, stewardship of 
green spaces and care for living 
landscapes to showcase these 
outdoor career possibilities for 
young women for a segment 
on the CBS series “Mission 
Unstoppable,” which will be 
broadcast on Saturday, May 14, 
at 11 a.m. on WCAX-TV/CBS. 

The award-winning show, 
which spotlights diverse females 
in unique STEM professions, will 
feature the sisters demonstrating 
how to safely climb, descend 
and use power tools to properly 
prune trees.

“Most people still don’t 
understand the importance of 
trees,” says LeVangie. “For 
oxygen, shade, habitat, property 
values, overall well-being, and 
the list goes on. If trees provided 
Wi-Fi, we would be planting 
them everywhere. But they only 
give us the air that we breathe.”

WEYBRIDGE — With the 
arrival of spring (finally!), yard 
design and maintenance have risen 
again to the top of people’s to-do 
lists. Have you been thinking 
about switching to an electric lawn 
mower or weed whacker? Ready 
to start converting some lawn 
to a pollinator garden but need 
some plants, seeds or advice? The 
Weybridge Energy Committee 
invites all interested community 
members to an Electric Equipment 
Demo and Seed/Seedling Swap on 
Saturday, May 21, from 9 to 11 
a.m. on the lawn at the Weybridge 
Congregational Church, 2790 
Weybridge Road, Weybridge.  
(Rain date is May 28, from 1-3 
p.m., same location). 

The committee will have an 
array of models and brands of 
electric lawn equipment (mowers, 
weed whackers, chainsaws, etc.) 
for people to try. Owners will be 

Swap seeds & more in Weybridge

The Federated Garden Clubs of 
Vermont (FGCV) and its member 
garden clubs — including the 
Middlebury Garden Club — will 
partner with five nurseries and 
garden centers for 
Vermont Garden Club 
Day 2022 on Saturday, 
May 21. This first 
annual event will be a 
statewide celebration of 
gardening, garden clubs 
and some of Vermont’s 
finest nurseries and 
garden centers.

This event aims to 
reinforce the partnership 
between Vermont 
garden clubs and their 
members and Vermont 
garden centers, which 
bring both traditional 
and exotic plant materials to the 
public. This partnership event 
will encourage citizens to take an 
interest in the beauty of private 
landscapes and community civic 
spaces, either on their own or 
through membership in one of 
Vermont’s local garden clubs. 

One of the participating 
nurseries is Rocky Dale Gardens 

at 806 Rockydale Road in Bristol. 
The others are Horsford Gardens 
and Nursery at 2111 Greenbush 
Road in Charlotte, as well as 
nurseries in Manchester, Dorset 

and Rockingham
The garden clubs 

will be at Rocky Dale 
Gardens 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
on the 21st, during a 
weekend when waking 
Vermont gardens are 
beginning to burst into 
spring color. Veteran 
and nascent gardeners 
alike will be flocking 
to garden centers to 
seek out vegetable 
starts and annual plants, 
new shrubs and trees 
to replace those that 
didn’t fare well over the 

winter and to source plantings for 
areas in their gardens that are in 
need of a new look. 

On that day, garden club 
members will have display tables 
with publicity materials about 
gardening, conservation, and club 
projects, offering helpful hints on 
design, native plants to consider 
and the important role plants play 

in the ecology of our Vermont 
landscape.   

The FGCV consists of 15 local 
garden clubs in Vermont and was 
established to promote and aid in 
the protection and conservation 
of our state’s natural resources, 
assist garden clubs in Vermont, and 
encourage educational programs in 
the fields of horticulture, ecology, 
forestry, landscape design, 
environmental studies and floral 
design. Projects run by the FGCV 
include an annual scholarship 
award, civic beautification 
initiatives and youth gardening 
programs. FGCV is a member of 
The New England Garden Clubs 
Inc., and a member of The National 
Garden Clubs Inc.

Comprising more than 700 
members, the FGCV garden clubs 
are an asset to the communities 
they serve. Individual clubs 
sponsor garden tours of local 
prominent private gardens, provide 
scholarships for high school 
and college level students, and 
conduct educational programs for 
the public on topics ranging from 
conservation to floral design.

Vt. garden clubs to visit nurseries

The garden 
clubs will be 

at Rocky Dale 
Gardens 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. on 
the 21st, during 
a weekend when 
waking Vermont 
gardens are 
beginning to 
burst into spring 
color. 

on hand to answer questions. As a 
bonus, they’ll have several electric 
cars on display with owners happy 
to answer your questions. 

Happening simultaneously 
is the third annual Weybridge 
Seed Swap. Given the push for 
more native plants to support 
pollinators, organizers encourage 
participants in this year’s swap 
to bring native plant seeds and 
seedlings as well as vegetable 
seeds and starts that have not been 
treated with pesticides. 

Representatives from Pollinator 
Pathway of Addison County 
will be available to answer your 
questions and share information. 
Anyone can participate, whether 
or not they have seeds or seedlings 
to contribute.  Participants are 
asked to label any seeds not in 
commercial packaging.

For more information about 
this free event, please email the 
Weybridge Energy Committee at 
energy@townofweybridge.org or 
Fran Putnam at franputnam24@
gmail.com.

Given the push for more 
native plants to support 

pollinators, organizers 
encourage participants in this 
year’s swap to bring native 
plant seeds and seedlings as 
well as vegetable seeds and 
starts that have not been 
treated with pesticides. 

Energy Committee will also demo electric garden equipment
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Wondering when to plant 
your tomatoes? Confused about 
composting? Or maybe you need 
some advice on caring for your 
lawn.

University of Vermont (UVM) 
Extension Master Gardeners are 
available to answer questions from 
gardeners in Vermont on a broad 
range of home horticulture topics 
including soil bed preparation 
and planting; vegetable and fruit 
gardening; annuals and perennials; 
backyard composting; sustainable 
lawn care; plant diseases and 
integrated pest management, 
among others.

Volunteers will answer calls on 
the Master Gardener Helpline from 
9 a.m.-noon on Thursdays through 
Oct. 27. The number to call is (802) 
656-5421.

Questions also may be 
submitted online at go.uvm.edu/
gardenquestion for a speedier 
response. The online form includes 
an option for providing up to 
three photos. Gardeners also are 
encouraged to use the online 
system to submit photos of plants 
damaged by insects and diseases.

Soil tests for home gardens 
are available through the UVM 
Agricultural and Environmental 
Testing Lab. For information, visit 
pss.uvm.edu/ag_testing. If you 
have follow-up questions about soil 
recommendations, please upload a 
copy of your soil test report with 
the helpline online form.

Got gardening questions?

Ask an Extension Master Gardener

UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT Extension Master Gardeners will 
respond to questions on a range of home horticulture questions 
through the Master Gardener Helpline or online form on the website. 

Commercial growers of 
vegetables, berries, tree fruit and 
related crops should contact the 

UVM Extension Commercial 
Horticulture Team at go.uvm.edu/
hort for information and assistance.

The decision to replace windows 
often comes down to aesthetics 
and necessity. Drafty windows 
can reduce energy efficiency in a 
home, requiring HVAC systems 
to work harder to keep interiors 
comfortable. The harder the HVAC 
must work, the more homeowners 
will pay in energy costs. 

Old windows also may be 
points of entry for water and 
insects. Despite the importance of 
windows, Money magazine advises 
that new windows make up only a 
fraction of the home’s total exterior 
“envelope,” resulting in only about 

5 to 15% of total energy savings. 
But there are still plenty of 

reasons to invest in new windows.
1. Some experts say that vinyl 

or aluminum may be best. Lumber 
is farmed rather quickly today 
and solid wood products may not 
stand up to elements as well as 
wood used a half-century ago. To 
avoid rot, vinyl windows often are 
an affordable and durable choice. 
Homeowners also have the option 
of wood windows with aluminum 
cladding, which are long-lasting.

2. Moisture problems indicate 
windows need to be replaced. 

Condensation that shows up as 
fogging between double-pane 
windows or on the inside of 
windows indicates that the windows 
are starting to fail. If installing a 
vapor barrier in the basement or 
crawl space, ventilating properly 
when showering or cooking, or 
using a dehumidifier indoors does 
not remedy the situation, it might 
be time to replace windows.

3. Windows add curb appeal. 
Beyond functionality, replacement 
windows immediately update the 
look of the home and can improve 

7 things to know before replacing windows

(See Windows, Page 6C)

Harbinger 
of good 
things

AN OLD SAYING 
has it that a single 
daffodil signals 
misfortune, but a 
bunch expresses 
joy and happiness. If 
that is the case, then 
this time of spring 
is filled with lots of 
joy and happiness 
in Addison County. 
We saw many lawns 
absolutely bursting 
with daffodils when 
we stopped to take 
photos at this spot in 
Middlebury last week.

Independent photos/
John S. McCright
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260 Court St., Suite 4 • Middlebury, VT 05753  • 802.388.3559
M-F 10am - 5pm, Sat. 9:30am - 4pm, Closed Sunday 

middleburysewnvac.com

YourYour Source forSource forlocallocal

Sewing Accessories, Zippers,
Quilting Fabric and More

Vacuum Bags, Accessories,
Parts and More

Plus… a Service Department for all makes and models
of sewing machine and vacuum cleaners.

Vacuum Vacuum 
CleanersCleaners

Sewing Sewing 
MachinesMachines

curb appeal since they are one of 
the most prominent features on the 
exterior of a home. If a house needs 
an update, replacing windows and 
can be a quick update — whether 
it is affordable or not depends on 
your particular situation.

4. Consider other energy-
efficient upgrades. Sometimes 
older windows can be salvaged, 
especially if they are not damaged 
and only moderately drafty. 
Replacing panes, sash cords, 
weather stripping, and even 
glazing may be less expensive than 
replacing a window. Plus, older 
homes with attractive windows 
complement one another. To keep 
energy bills down, think about 
adding insulation to the attic and 
basement — which is a good idea 
even if you are replacing windows.

5. The wrong windows can 
adversely affect home value. The 
National Association of Realtors 
says homeowners get about 73% 
of their replacement window 
investment back when they resell 
a home. But choosing the wrong 
windows might lower the value of 
the home. It’s important to match 
the look of the original windows, 
including window material and the 

Windows
(Continued from Page 5C)

Metro Creative photo

If you get state help paying for 
food, you can purchase fruit and 
vegetable seeds and seedlings with 
your 3SquaresVT benefits to put 
fresh food on your table all season 
long. 

As spring sets, it’s time to think 
about which fruits, vegetables 
and herbs to grow this season. 
Vermonters should know that they 
can buy their seeds and seedlings 
that produce edible foods with 
benefits they receive from 
3SquaresVT. 

3SquaresVT is Vermont’s name 
for the federal Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP), which provides eligible 
people with money every month to 
buy groceries. 

Nearly 70,000 people in 

Vermont are signed up 
for 3SquaresVT and 
can shop at over 600 
retailers and more than 
40 farmers markets 
across the state. In 
addition to typical 
grocery food items, 
3SquaresVT can be 
used to buy seeds and 
seedlings. Grocers 
across the state carry 
seeds and seedlings all 
season long, including 
City Market, Onion River Co-op 
in Burlington, the Middlebury 
Natural Foods Co-op, and the 
Brattleboro Food Coop. 

At most farmers markets, 
shoppers with 3SquaresVT can 
double their dollar to buy produce, 

seeds and seedlings. 
This dollar-match 
program, called Crop 
Cash, is operated by 
NOFA-VT. For every 
$1 spent in 3SquaresVT 
benefits, shoppers will 
receive an additional 
$1 in Crop Cash, up to 
$10 in extra money for 
fruits, veggies, seeds 
and seedlings. 

“With the rising 
costs of food and fuel, 

3SquaresVT is always here to 
support our food budgets through 
challenging times,” said Ivy Enoch, 
Food Security Advocacy Manager 
at Hunger Free Vermont. “People 
shopping with 3SquaresVT keep 
millions of dollars every month 

in our local economy, and support 
our local food retailers, farmers, 
and growers, who create jobs and 
provide nourishing food to our 
communities. It’s a win-win.”

One in 10 Vermonters receive 
3SquaresVT benefits, but many 
more are eligible. There are 
enough benefits for everyone 
who qualifies, so no one is taking 
away benefits from anyone else 
by signing up. Everyone who is 
eligible to receive 3SquaresVT will 
get this important financial support 
with an approved application, and 
organizations across the state can 
help people apply. Visit Vermont 
Food Help to learn more about 
3SquaresVT, how to apply, and 
where to shop: vermontfoodhelp.
com.

divided light pattern (the number 
of panes in each window) with the 
original windows. 

6. Think about soundproofing, 
too. When upgrading windows, 
also think about how certain 
windows can cancel out noises 
and make homes more soundproof. 

Some windows can help reduce 
outdoor distractions like leaf 
blowers or lawn mowers.

7. Proper installation is key to 
longevity. Replacement windows 
are only as good as their installation 
in many cases. Poor installation 
and orders of standard rather than 

custom sized windows could 
result in poor fitting and seals. 
Homeowners should carefully vet 
and review window replacement 
contractors to find the best 
professionals for the job.

— Metro Creative

3SquaresVT benefits buy garden seeds
“With the 

rising 
costs of food and 
fuel, 3SquaresVT 
is always here to 
support our food 
budgets through 
challenging 
times.” 

— Ivy Enoch

Kitchens have long been 
considered the most popular 
gathering spaces in a home. That 
popularity compels millions of 
homeowners to renovate their 
kitchens each year, and the return 
on those investments is often 
significant.

A number of 
variables, including the 
value of neighboring 
homes and how 
quickly homeowners 
sell their homes 
after a renovation, 
affect the return on 
investment with a given 
project. According to 
Remodeling magazine’s 
“2021 Cost vs. Value 
Report,” homeowners 
recouped roughly 72% 
of their investment 
in a minor kitchen 
remodel at resale. 
That’s a sizable return 
that outperformed other 
popular upgrades, including vinyl 
siding replacement and wood deck 
additions.

When renovating kitchens, 
homeowners will have to consider 
various components within 
the room, including the floors. 
Average flooring costs can be hard 
to calculate because they depend 
so heavily on homeowners’ choice 
of materials. The following are 

some popular flooring materials 
that homeowners can consider 
as they plan to renovate their 
kitchens.

• Vinyl: Vinyl flooring is 
popular thanks in large part to 
its cost. According to the home 

remodeling experts at 
HomeAdvisor, vinyl 
flooring installation 
is much less costly 
than other types 
of flooring. But its 
budget-friendliness is 
not the only benefit of 
vinyl flooring, which 
HGTV notes is easy 
to clean, making it 
an ideal choice for 
families that routinely 
confront spills and 
stains. HomeAdvisor 
notes that vinyl is 
the best waterproof 
material among all 
kitchen floors. When 
it comes to resale, 

however, not every prospective 
buyer will like vinyl.

• Porcelain/ceramic tile: 
HomeAdvisor reports that the 
average cost to install porcelain 
or ceramic tile flooring is between 
$885 and $2,994. That’s less 
than the average cost to install 
stone or wood flooring. Porcelain 
or ceramic tiles can be slippery 

Consider this when you 
pick flooring materials

Metro Creative photo

(See Flooring, Page 9C)

A number of 
variables, 

including 
the value of 
neighboring 
homes and 
how quickly 
homeowners sell 
their homes after 
a renovation, 
affect the return 
on investment 
with a given 
project.
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We Specialize in Turn-Key Home Design/Build Services,
Residential Design, Custom Cabinetry

& Mill-Work Throughout The Northeastern U.S. 
 

Whether You’re Planning A New Home, Addition Or Renovation, We Can Provide 
Design Services, Cabinetry & Management For Any Phase Of Your Project.

Free Kitchen Remodel Consultation — Give Us A Call Today! 

DESIGN/BUILD AND
CUSTOM CABINETRY

AddisonResidential.com   |   802-388-7707

Find us online and follow us on Facebook, Instagram,
& Houzz to keep up to date on all of our projects!

We service and install Mitsubishi
ductless heat pump systems.

dennis@newtonerac.com • 802- 388 -1431
www.newtonerac.com

Proudly celebrating our 30th year in business, serving Addison County and beyond since 1992.
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Waking up the gardens
LAUREN SLAYTON AND Justin Willis freshen up the rain 

gardens in Riverfront Park in Middlebury’s Marble Works this past 
Thursday. Removal of a few early weeds and a fresh coating of 
mulch and composted soil makes for a nice backdrop for the red 
dogwood stems and yellow and white daffodils.

Independent photos/John S. McCright

Remember being too hot to sit
outside on your patio or deck?
Awnings work to keep you cool

and enjoy being outside.
Awnings protect you 

from sun & rain.

THE NEW CHOICE IN AWNINGS
IntegrityAwnings.com |  802-771-5892
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The Industry’s Most Innovative, 
Intuitive Exterior Woodcare System.

$10 OFF A GALLON STORM STAIN SYSTEM ONLY!
Coupon valid until 6/30/22

1396 Rte 7 South
 Middlebury, VT      

 388-2500 
M- F 7:30-5:30, Sat. 8-1       

Fine Home Building      •      Expert Renovations      •      Custom Woodworking
802.989.7677      46 River Road, New Haven, VT      SilverMapleConstruction.com

when they get wet, though HGTV 
notes that some porcelain flooring 
tiles have been certified as slip-
resistant by the Americans with 
Disabilities Act.

• Hardwood: It’s hard to beat 
hardwood when it comes to 

aesthetic appeal. Hardwood can 
be especially suitable in homes 
with open-concept floor plans that 
already have hardwood floors in 
surrounding rooms. HomeAdvisor 
notes that hardwood flooring 
installation can be costly, which 
might make it a less realistic 

option for budget-conscious 
homeowners. According to 
HGTV, engineered wood planks 
may be something to consider in 
the kitchen, as these are designed 
to be less susceptible to humidity 
and temperature. That’s an 
important component to consider 

in the kitchen, where temperatures 
can fluctuate while meals are 
being prepared.

• Stone: Natural stone tile is 
another popular kitchen flooring 
material. HomeAdvisor traces 
that popularity to its wide variety 
of styles and price points, which 

make it a realistic option for 
homeowners working with 
budgets big and small. Stone tiles 
also provide a unique look because 
no two look the same, which 
might appeal to homeowners who 
want their kitchen floors to create 
a one-of-a-kind impression.

Kitchen flooring materials 
vary widely. That variety ensures 
there’s a material for any style and 
budget homeowners are working 
with.

— Metro Creative

Flooring
(Continued from Page 6C)

VERMONT — Vermont, along 
with the rest of the country, will 
recognize National Emerald Ash 
Borer Awareness Week, May 22-
28.

The week is designed to draw 
attention to the impact that this 
invasive species, a native of Asia, 
can have on ash trees. In Vermont, 
the emerald ash borer (EAB) was 
first spotted in 2018 in Orange 
County and is now confirmed in 
all but Essex County. The beetle 
attacks all three species of ash that 
grow in the state.

Although it can’t be eradicated, 
increased awareness of this 
destructive wood-boring beetle can 

help slow its spread. To that end, 
University of Vermont (UVM) 
Extension is collaborating with the 
Vermont Department of Forests, 
Parks and Recreation and the 
Vermont Agency of Agriculture, 
Food and Markets to get the word 
out. Vermonters are encouraged 
to get involved by organizing a 
community activity or posting on 
social media or Front Porch Forum.

An online Emerald Ash 
Borer Awareness Week Toolkit 
is available at go.uvm.edu/
eab-toolkit to provide ideas and 
information. It contains posters, 
videos, sample social media posts 
and other tools; resources for 

educators; information on ash tree 
identification and guidelines for 
hosting a neighborhood ash tree 
walk or tree tagging event.

The Vermont Invasives website 
vtinvasives.org has a number of 
resources, including videos and 
maps indicating infested areas, to 
help homeowners, municipalities 
and forest landowners and 
managers identify, understand and 
control the spread of EAB. If you 
think you have spotted an infested 
ash tree, you can use the website’s 
Report It! link to submit a photo. 
There’s also a link to sign up for 
the EAB Update Listserv.

Public events planned for the 

week include:
• May 24, 6-8 p.m. U-32 Middle 

and High School, East Montpelier. 
EAB and Resilient Roads. Join the 
East Montpelier Resilient Roads 
committee and Joanne Garton, 
Vermont Urban and Community 
Forestry Program technical 
assistance coordinator, for a walk 
and presentation to learn about East 
Montpelier’s proactive approach to 
EAB management.

• May 28, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Nulhegan Basin Visitor Center, 
5396 VT Rte. 105, Brunswick. 
Join Abenaki craftspeople and 
basket makers to learn about the 
significance of black ash trees in 

A SIGN OF emerald ash borer infestation is the “blonding” of the 
tree’s bark, where woodpeckers have flecked away the outer bark 
and drilled holes. 

Photo/Ginger Nickerson/UVM Extension

Abenaki culture and their use in 
basket making. Come help pound 
ash trunks and learn how ash splints 
are made into baskets. Volunteer 
pounders are needed. Lunch is a 
potluck, so please bring a dish to 
share.  

For information about other 
planned activities, visit go.uvm.
edu/vtucfevents. To list an event 
in your community, contact Ginger 
Nickerson, UVM Extension forest 
pest education coordinator, at 
ginger.nickerson@uvm.edu.

THE EMERALD ASH BORER, a wood-boring beetle that infests ash tree species, has been found in 13 Vermont counties. 
photo/Stephen Ausmus/USDA--ARS

Raising awareness about Emerald Ash Borer pests

Open daily 8am-5pm  |  802-453-5382 

2638 Ethan Allen Hwy.  |  New Haven, VT 05472

greenhavengardensandnursery.com

Trees, Shrubs, Perennials
Annual Flowers, Veggies & Herbs
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By DEBORAH J. BENOIT
Extension Master Gardener
University of Vermont

Do you want to enjoy fresh, 
home-grown veggies this summer? 
Perhaps you’d like to adorn your 
home with fresh-cut flowers. 
Whatever the reason, this year 
you’ve decided to start a garden 
of your own. But before you grab 
a spade and head for the backyard, 
put pen to paper and make a plan. 

Dream as big as you like, but 
for this year at least, plan small. 
Your first garden will be a learning 
experience. To ensure success, 
narrow your focus. Trying to do 
it all is a sure way to become 
overwhelmed.  

Whether you choose to garden in 
a small plot, a raised bed or a few 
pots by the back door, gardening 
success isn’t hard to achieve.  

First and foremost, like the old 
saying, it’s all about location. Look 
around your yard at various times of 
day before you decide where to put 
your garden. The location needs to 
provide three things that are key to 
success: soil, light and water.  

If you’re gardening in containers 
or raised beds, you can purchase 
soil to meet your needs. If you’re 
planning on a more traditional 
garden plot, choose a location with 
good soil. Ideally, you’ll want soil 

that’s loamy — a balance of clay, 
silt and sand that retains moisture 
but drains well and will provide 
nutrients for your garden.  

If you’re not sure about your 
soil, consider a soil test. If your 
soil is less than ideal (most are), 
it can be amended, for example, 
by the addition of compost. A 
soil test will tell you about your 
soil’s pH and nutrients and make 
recommendations for amendments 
and fertilizer. More information 
on soil testing can be found at the 
University of Vermont (UVM) 
Agricultural and Environmental 
Testing Lab’s website: pss.uvm.
edu/ag_testing.   

The location you select should 
provide full sun for at least 6-8 
hours a day since most vegetable 
plants and flowers require that to 
grow to their fullest potential. And 
you’ll want a convenient source of 
water nearby. Toting water to the 
far side of the yard in the summer 
heat is a sure way to dampen your 
enthusiasm, resulting in skipped 
watering and unhappy plants.

Once you’ve selected a location 
and know how much space you 
have available in your garden, get to 
know the plants you want to grow. 
Invest some time in a little research. 
That tiny tomato plant in its 4-inch 
pot may grow 2 feet wide and 6 feet 

tall or sprawl out to cover several 
feet of your raised bed. Be sure to 
give your plants room to grow. 

Introduce your plants to the 
outdoors gradually. “Hardening off” 
allows them to adjust to conditions 
in the garden, particularly the sun. 
Place your plants outside in a semi-
shady spot, gradually moving them 
into direct sun over a week or two. 

When planting, water them well. 
If a support, such as a trellis or 
tomato cage, will be needed, put 
it in place at the time of planting. 
Cover garden soil with mulch to 
help retain moisture and suppress 
weeds. 

Keep an eye out for pests or signs 
the plant may be stressed. Be sure 
plants get adequate water, fertilize 
as recommended for your particular 
plant and remove weeds. Before 
you know it, you’ll be enjoying the 
fruits of your garden. 

The UVM Extension Master 
Gardener website,  uvm.edu/
extension/mastergardener, is an 
excellent gardening resource. If you 
have questions, click on “Gardener 
Helpline.” If you’d like to expand 
your knowledge of gardening (and 
perhaps help others to do so, too), 
consider becoming an Extension 
Master Gardener. Information 
is available through the ‘Master 
Gardener Program” link. 

CHOOSING THE RIGHT location, one with good soil and light, is the key to success for healthy plants 
and high yield of tomatoes and other crops. 

Photo/Deborah J. Benoit

FOR VEGETABLES, SUCH as tomatoes, that require support, put the trellis or tomato cage in place at 
the time of planting. 

Photo/Deborah J. Benoit

Things new gardeners need to know

64 Jackman Drive  •  Bristol, VT 05443 
mary@jackmansinc.com  •  melanie@jackmansinc.com  •  tim@jackmansinc.com

802-453-2381 or www.JackmansInc.com

802-453-2381
We’re proud of the

peace of mind we can offer
as a local company offering

an 802 rather than
an 800 number to call 
in times of emergency.

24 Hour Service Mitsubishi Heat Pump Diamond Dealer
Propane Fill Station A/C Install & Service
Plumbing Generac Generator Dealer, Installation, & Service
Full HVAC Work Kohler Generator Dealer, Installation, & Service
Heating On-Road & Off-Road Diesel Pumps 
BBQ Tank Exchange Kerosene Pumps
Oil Burner Service Natural Gas Certified Installation & Service
Propane Service Pellet Stove Installation & Service
Wood Pellets Residential & Commercial Propane Delivery
Coal

A locally owned 
company working
for the community

for 92 years

We are committed to providing high quality service
and high quality products to suit your needs. 

Heating  •  Plumbing  •  Air Conditioning 

Heat Pump Installation

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

24/7 Pager Service  
M-F   7am - 4pm

24 Hour Emergency
 Repair Service

1786 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT  •  802- 388-2296

Don’t suffer
from the heat! 

Call Plouffe’s Boiler & Mechanical Service Inc. to help install and repair
the central air conditioning or heat pump in your home or business.

We also offer routine maintenance, parts replacement, and more,
to ensure that we catch the potential problems

early before they become big problems.

With over 20 years of experience, you can rely on us for the best service and the 
use of the highest quality products available. And with our 24-hour emergency 

services, you can count on us to arrive quickly to get your systems back on track.
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Your home is your life, your comfort, and your security
Goodro Lumber Company in East Middlebury can help you make your home the best it can 
be! Inside or outside, we have the top name-brand products that make your home stand out 
and withstand the test of time.

• Doors by Therma Tru, Simpson and Lemieux
• Atlas Shingles
• Windows by Andersen, Simonton, Sierra Pacific
• DeWalt and Milwaukee tools
• Metal Roofing by Everlast, Metal Sales, and Ideal
• Insulation by Rockwool, Dow, and Owens Corning

Stop by today and see 
what Goodro Lumber can 

do for you!

Main Store and Lumberyard (802) 388-4915
388 Rt. 125, E Middlebury, VT

www.goodro-lumber.com
6:30-4:30 M-F

92nd
  A

nniversary
Anniversary

Brian Quigley, Kitchen & Bath Designer.  
Call or email him at:

brian@goodrolumber.net

VISIT GOODRO’S KITCHEN,
BATH & FLOORING CENTER

• Cabinetry and Counters
• Plumbing Fixtures
• Extensive Flooring

3255 Route 7 South, Middlebury, VT
www.goodro-lumber.com

6:30-4:30 M-F
Saturdays by appt.

(802) 388-0209
Fax: (802)989-7540

Home improvement projects 
require substantial financial 
investment. But just because a 
homeowner wants to bring a fresh 
look indoors doesn’t mean he or she 
has to break the bank along the way. 

Living rooms are some of the 
most frequently used spaces in a 
home, and they can use an update 
from time to time to stay on trend or 
to make the area more functional for 
a changing family dynamic. Here 
are some budget-friendly ideas for 
breathing new life into living room 
designs.

• Establish the budget. 
Homeowners should figure out how 
many dollars they can designate 
to a living room makeover before 
purchasing supplies or hiring out 
the work. Figure out the scope of 
the remodel, visit stores or suppliers 
to price out materials, get estimates 
from contractors, and then plan 
for some unforseen circumstances 
along the way to determine if this 
type of renovation is affordable. 
If not, scale things back until the 
project more closely aligns with 
your budget.

• Change the paint color. Lighter 
and brighter colors are on trend. A 
can or two of paint can do wonders 
for updating a space without a large 
financial commitment. Pair that 
new paint color with new window 
coverings and complementary 
throw pillows to pull the theme 
together with minimal expense.

• Update the flooring. Tired, 
outdated carpeting or other flooring 
can use an overhaul. While 
solid hardwood flooring may be 
preferable, there are many types of 
laminate flooring that mimic the 
looks of popular wood colors and 
styles for a fraction of the cost. Plus, 
many are sold at home improvement 
retailers and even at warehouse 
clubs or online for reasonable 
prices. Laminate flooring also may 
be a potential DIY job for a skilled 
homeowner, saving even more 
money.

• Introduce a fireplace. Fireplaces 
were once hot commodities, but that 
popularity waned in the 1970s and 
1980s. Homeowners with chimneys 
may discover a fireplace was 
boarded over and the bare bones 

Don’t break the bank, 
just update a few things

still exist that can be renovated to 
bring back character. There also are 
ventless freestanding units that are 
quite affordable that can mimic the 
look of a built-in fireplace.

• Reupholster instead of replace 
furniture. There’s no need to throw 
away quality furniture if the fabric 
is the only thing impeding design. 
New upholstery or even a slipcover 
can update designs.

• Conquer clutter. Rather than 
adding something to the living room, 
remove clutter to give the room a 
more airy feel. This can instantly 
change the look of the room. Use 
cord covers to tame plugs for 
electronics and remove unnecessary 
furniture from the room.

• Improve lighting. Another 
easy and often inexpensive fix is to 
change lighting fixtures, including 
using brighter, more energy efficient 
LED bulbs, and to assess lighting 
needs to eliminate dark corners of 
rooms that can make the space seem 
drab.

Living room spaces in need of 
an update often can benefit from 
improvements that go easy on the 
wallet.

— Metro Creative

Metro Creative photo

Working on the lawn 
THE BATTELL BLOCK in downtown Middlebury provides a 

beautiful red backdrop to the brown soil that Cale Gleason is 
raking over the green grass in Triangle Park recently. Gleason, 
a superintendent for Kubricky Construction who worked on the 
main rail tunnel project — including laying in the precast concrete 
tunnel sections — took advantage of the nice spring weather last 
week to tidy up some of the landscaping that is finishing up the 
$72 million job.

Independent photos/John S. McCright
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Family Owned Since 1906

Manufactured locally
in Bristol, Vermont
QUALITY Kiln-dried 

Lumber
Hardwood

Mon-Fri 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
(Closed Noon-12:30 for lunch) 

802-453-4884
www.vermontlumber.com

106 Andrew Johnson Dr., Bristol, Vt.

Friendly & Professional Service
Cash & Volume Discounts

ROUGH HARDWOODS
Maple • Oak • Birch • Cherry • Ash
Yellow Poplar • Walnut • Mahogany

Repairs & Remodeling • New Construction 
Furniture • Cabinets

Superior Quality and Great Prices!

Call for pricing and availability.

Kittredge Land Surveying, PLLCKittredge Land Surveying, PLLC
Seth W. Kittredge, L.S.Seth W. Kittredge, L.S.

28 Thomas Circle  -  Vergennes, Vt. 05491
Phone: 802-870-7028  -  Cell: 802-989-1625

kittredgelandsurveying.com
info@kittredgelandsurverying.com

Boundary Retracement
Subdivisions

Boundary Line Adjustments
FEMA Flood Certifications

Replacement of Missing Corner Monuments
Vermont Land Records Research

  Expert Witness Services
Topographic/Site Surveys

Construction Layout

A project created by a three 
design/build team at a Middlebury 
architecture firm was among three 
projects honored at the 10th annual 
Vermont’s Greenest Building 
Awards, hosted recently 
by the Vermont Green 
Building Network 
(VGBN). 

The projects 
received awards 
for achieving the 
highest standard of 
demonstrated building 
energy performance 
for commercial and 
residential buildings 
and documentation 
of green building 
strategies including 
health, transportation, 
water and affordability. 

“It is wonderful to recognize 
the innovation, talent and 
creativity building professionals 
are bringing to their projects,” 
said VGBN Executive Director 

Jenna Antonino DiMare. “I am 
proud of the outstanding work 
our Vermont green building 
community is doing to push the 
market towards more sustainable 

building practices.”
The 2021 winners 

were celebrated during 
the Vermont Green 
Building Celebration 
webinar event hosted 
by VGBN on April 
13, featuring keynote 
speaker Sue Minter. 
Winning buildings 
were showcased as 
inspirational, model 
green buildings that 
create a new standard 
for environmentally 
responsible building in 

Vermont. 
The local winner was Vermont 

Integrated Architecture.
The 2021 Vermont’s Greenest 

Building Award winners are:
Vermont’s Greenest Building 

Award and Net Zero Award | 
Residential: Maple Hill Passive 
House

This project, submitted by 
Montpelier Construction, is a 
PHIUS certified, 1200-square-foot, 
one-level home with continuous 
heat recovery balanced ventilation 
resulting in extremely healthy 
indoor air quality. This net zero 
home has a small 6.46 KW roof-
mounted solar array that produces 
more energy than the building uses, 
and the home used low-embodied 
carbon building materials. Energy 
Use Intensity (EUI): 9 kBtu/sf/yr.

Builder: Montpelier 
Construction.

Designers: Matthew Lutz + 
homeowners.

Vermont’s Greener Building 
Award | Residential: Slope House

This project, submitted by 
Vermont Integrated Architecture, is 
a modern home with stunning views 
of Mad River Glen. The 15% south-
facing slope offers perfect passive 
solar exposure. The home has two 
heat pumps — a single head on the 
main level and a mini-ducted on the 
lower level — that work to heat and 
cool the home, which is built to near 

“Slope House,” completed by Middlebury’s Vermont Integrated Architecture in 2020, recently won Vermont’s Greener Building Award by 
the Vermont Green Building Network.

VIA receives Vt. Greener
Builder 2021 Award

Keeping
Good Company 

Full Interior Design Service
Pam Carter & Chelsea Audy

kgcvt.com - design@kgcvt.com
802-877-3004
Vergennes, VT 

passive house standards. Energy 
Use Intensity (EUI): 13 kBtu/sf/yr.

Architect: Vermont Integrated 
Architecture.

Builder: Shelterwood 
Construction.

Vermont’s Going Green 
Building Award | Residential: 
Ames Hill Passive

This project, submitted by 
studioWEBSTER, is a single-
family home designed and built in 
Marlboro for a family of five. Built 
up to Passive House standards, 

the home features local materials 
including wood harvested onsite 
and tiles handmade by the owners. 
The home uses an all-in-one 
Minotair for HVAC and has a hand-
crafted, locally sourced Gryphon 
door insulated with sheep wool. 
Energy Use Intensity (EUI): 26 
kBtu/sf/yr.

Architect: studioWEBSTER.
Project Management: HELM 

Construction Solutions.
Contractor: Mathes Hulme 

Builders.

“It is wonderful 
to recognize 

the innovation, 
talent and 
creativity 
building 
professionals are 
bringing to their 
projects.”

— VGBN Executive 
Director Jenna 

Antonino DiMare

For over 30 years, Raymond Renovation & New Construction, LLC,
has established a solid reputation in Addison County as a dependable general contractor 

doing quality work in all phases of residential and light commercial carpentry – 
from new home construction to additions and remodeling. 

FULLY INSURED  •  FREE BIDS

Mark Raymond    raymondrenovationvt.com    Middlebury, VT    802-388-0742

  FRAMING

  PAINTING

  SIDING

  WINDOWS

  FINISHING

  SHEETROCKING 

  BUILT-INS

  CUSTOM SHOWERS                         

  CUSTOM MILLWORK
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Professional Septic Installation Since 1982

PUMPING • MOUND AND CONVENTIONAL SYSTEM INSTALLATION
CERTIFIED PRESBY INSTALLATION • REPAIRS

LOCATING • CAMERA INSPECTIONS
TANK AND LEACH FIELD INSPECTIONS • ROOTER SERVICE

STEAM THAWING • FULL EXCAVATION SERVICE
Prompt friendly service • Family Owned & Operated

Office: 802-388-4529
truck cell: 802-236-7101
Route 7 • Middlebury, VT

802-388-4529

802-388-2019John D. Fuller  
Master Plumber

Serving Addison County  
since 1989 

• Repairs, renovations and new construction

•  Heating systems installed, cleaned  
and serviced

•  Water heaters and filtration systems  
installed & serviced

• Kitchen, bath fixtures and faucets installed

When hiking in Vermont’s 
woods, have you ever been wowed 
by a larger-than-average tree? Or 
perhaps you have a mammoth 
specimen growing in your own 
backyard. If so, you may be 
looking at a champion 
tree, one worth adding 
to the state’s big tree 
database.

The Vermont Big 
Tree Program is an 
ongoing effort to locate, 
measure and record the 
largest trees in the state. 
Fifty-three species 
are currently listed in 
the database, twice as 
many as when the list 
was first created in 
1972 by Jeff Freeman, 
a now-retired Castleton University 
botany professor. Today, the 
database is maintained by the 
Vermont Urban and Community 
Forestry program, a partnership of 
University of Vermont Extension 
and the Vermont Department of 
Forests, Parks and Recreation.

Nominations for both native and 
introduced species are accepted 
from January through June each 
year. From July to December, a 
team of trained Forests, Parks 
and Recreation staff, consulting 

foresters and tree 
wardens conduct 
site visits to measure 
nominated trees. 
They assign points 
to each tree using a 
formula that includes 
measurements of the 
circumference, height 
and crown spread in 
accordance with the 
American Forests’ 
National Register 
of Champion Trees 
criteria.

If you think your tree might be 
eligible for inclusion, first view 
the list of confirmed big tree 
champions and list vacancies. A 
searchable database, formula to 
calculate size, nomination form 
and other details can be found at 
go.uvm.edu/bigtrees.

The listing for each tree, even 
if located on private property, 
includes an image, measurements 
and date of last official visit. 
Location information is provided 
if the tree is on public land or 
viewable from the road or other 
public property if on private land.

The biggest tree in the state is an 
eastern cottonwood in Colchester. 
Other top contenders are a silver 
maple (Brattleboro), sugar maple 
(Westminster) and northern red 
oak (Shaftsbury).

Vermont has three national 
champions: sweet crabapple 
(Randolph), sweet birch 
(Chester) and roundleaf shadbush 
(Clarendon). To learn about these 
trees and to view the list of more 
than 500 national champions, 
check out the American Forests’ 
database at americanforests.org/
champion-trees.

For more information about 
the Vermont Big Tree Program, 
contact Gwen Kozlowski at gwen.
kozlowski@uvm.edu or (802) 
651-8343, ext. 506.

A 97-FOOT-TALL BLACK walnut with a 108-foot crown spread, located in Hartland, is the current big 
tree champion for its species in the state of Vermont. 

Photo courtesy of the Vermont Urban and Community Forestry program

SAM SCHNESKI OF the Vermont Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation took the official 
measurements of a 92-foot-tall sycamore in Harmonyville, the biggest of its species in the state.

Photo courtesy of the Vermont Urban and Community Forestry program

MILTON TREE WARDEN Kris Dulmer stands next to an eastern cottonwood in Colchester, the biggest 
tree of all species in Vermont.

Photo courtesy of the Vermont Urban and Community Forestry program

Wanted:
Help identifying Vt’.s biggest trees

The listing 
for each 

tree, even if 
located on 
private property, 
includes 
an image, 
measurements 
and date of last 
official visit. 
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VERMONT — Efficiency 
Vermont is offering free energy 
savings kits to qualifying 
Vermonters to encourage them to 
take a few simple steps to begin 
reducing their energy use, their 
bills, and their carbon footprint. 

Energy efficiency is the most 
cost-effective way to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions, 
Efficiency Vermont says.

The kits contain easy-to-install 
energy saving measures, and for 

a limited time 
also include 
w i l d f l o w e r 
seed packets 
from American 
Meadows for 
c u s t o m e r s 
to support 
p o l l i n a t o r 
habitat around 
their homes.

“ C l i m a t e 
change is a 
big problem 
and can feel 
overwhelming, 
but we can 
begin planting 
the seeds 
of change 
now,” said 
Jody Lesko, 
E f f i c i e n c y 
V e r m o n t 
P r o g r a m 
D i r e c t o r . 
“We want 
to help our 
customers feel 

empowered by acting locally and 
taking even the smallest steps to 
make a positive impact; because 
those first small steps can lead to 
bigger steps down the road.”

The free kits have a retail value 
of about $47, and when installed 
will generate a roughly equal 
amount in annual energy cost 
savings. The kits include:

• 10 LED bulbs (40/60/75-watt 
equivalents)

• 1 low-flow showerhead
• 2 faucet aerators
• A bonus smart bulb and/or 

wildflower seed packets, while 
supplies last.

Vermonters (outside of 
Burlington) who have not already 
received a kit, can request one at 
efficiencyvermont.com/kits. 

In addition to ordering an 
Energy Savings Kit, there are 
other simple steps Vermonters 
can take to improve their home’s 
energy efficiency and lower 
carbon emissions:

• Seal up air leaks around 
places like windows, doors, the 
attic, basement, and foundation.

• Clean dust and dirt from 
around your refrigerator filter 
and bathroom fans.

• Unplug electronics and small 
appliances when not in use, or 
purchase an Advanced Power 
Strip.

• When your household 
appliances or electronics need 
to be replaced, shop for the most 
energy efficient models within 
your budget by looking for the 
Energy Star logo first.

• Research bigger investments 
now (like getting a heat pump, 
replacing a water heater, or 
weatherizing your home) so 
you’re ready if your equipment 
unexpectedly fails, or when the 
time comes to upgrade.

For more ideas and advice, visit 
www.efficiencyvermont.com and 
check out “How To” guides on 
the Blog. Efficiency Vermont 

customer support experts are 
also available by calling 1-888-
921-5990. They can answer 
questions, provide advice, and 
connect customers to incentives 
and other resources to support 
Vermonters ready to take their 
next step toward a low-carbon 
future. 

As the nation’s first energy 
efficiency utility, Efficiency 
Vermont has helped Vermont 
avoid over 13 million metric 
tons of greenhouse gas 
emissions and has received the 
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency’s Energy Star program 
Partner of the Year – Sustained 
Excellence award for the last six 
consecutive years. 

By BROOKE DECKER
Apiary Program Manager, Vt. 
Agency of Agriculture

An increasingly popular 
conservation initiative called No-
Mow-May is blooming across the 
nation. This initiative follows the 
“less is more” wisdom we often 
hear from our parents and is now 
a popular environmental mantra 
of the day. By simply eliminating 
or sharply reducing the mowing 
of your lawn and allowing more 
flowers to bloom offers bees and 
other pollinators a wonderful 
playground of floral resources at 
a critical time in their lifecycle. 
Studies have shown this simple 
act can increase abundance and 
diversity of wildlife in your yard, 
especially pollinators.

No-Mow-May will allow 
you the time to enjoy observing 
the diversity of nature in your 
lawn. Dandelions are often the 
most noticeable of the spring 
lawn flowers. They provide 
abundant nutritional resources 
for pollinators, especially bees. 
Observing flowers during a sunny 
day will display numerous insect 
guests. Honey bees, bumble bees 
or some of Vermont’s other 400 
native bee species are likely 
visitors.

As the love for your lawn 
flowers grows, you might consider 
mowing less frequently the rest of 

By forgoing lawn mowing in May you are giving pollinators 
more chances to do their thing.

Consider waiting for your
first mow to help pollinators

the year. When mowing becomes 
necessary, setting the cut height 
of 4-5 inches allows for better 
habitat regrowth and continued 
pollinator benefits during the 
summer months. Consider 
turning your lawn into a “bee 
lawn” by seeding Dutch clover 
and other low growing flowering 
plants like creeping thyme, self-
heal and native violets.

For a real-life pollinator 
paradise, consider No-Mow-
May.

Efficiency
Vt. offering
free energy 
saving kits

A FREE ENERGY saving kit from Efficiency Vermont includes LED light bulbs, low-flow shower heads 
and, in honor of spring, some even include seeds to plant in your gardens.

“We want 
to help our 

customers 
feel 
empowered 
by acting 
locally and 
taking even 
the smallest 
steps to 
make a 
positive 
impact; 
because 
those first 
small steps 
can lead to 
bigger steps 
down the 
road.”

 — Jody Lesko
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Water Softening:
Culligan’s Water Softeners work to get rid of hard water-causing minerals, removing scale and 
build up over time. Hard water symptoms to look for include:

Water Filtration: 
For over 80 years, Culligan’s water filtration systems have improved water quality for thousands 
of families worldwide. Culligan’s Under the Sink Filtration and Whole House Filtration systems 
can both remove common contaminants* like:  

 

Water Dispensing:
Culligan water dispensers make it convenient, easy and affordable to always have 
access to cleaner, better-tasting water on tap. Whether you’re in your 
home or office, stylish coolers in compact sizes make it refreshingly 
simple to get cleaner and tastier water. Never worry about 
installation or maintenance, just set a delivery schedule that 
works for you and let your local Culligan Water Expert take 
care of the rest!

Your local Culligan Water dealer is your area’s water 
expert. Call us to schedule a free water test and let us 
recommend which products will benefit you and your 
family the most!

Culligan Water  •    Colchester, VT  •  www.culligan4u.com  802-865-0000

• Water spots on your glasses 
• Hard crust around faucets or drains 
• Skin feels dry or irritated after showering 
• Cloudy ice cubes

• Iron (rust stains in your tub)       
• Sulfur (rotten egg-like smell)  
• Harmful chemicals  
• Sediment (floating sand-like particles in your water)

*Contaminants may not be in your water.

ECHEVERIA LIKE THIS are succulents that make wonderful greenhouse plants. Because it is planted 
in a beautiful pot it can be displayed inside the greenhouse during the winter and moved outside for the 
summer.

Photo by Dick Conrad

Greenhouse
(Continued from Page 3C)

The remaining floorspace, 
including the entire south wall as 
well as the southeast and southwest 
corners, is for plants. Smaller plants 
sit on a low plant table along the 
center of the south wall and, in 
winter, on a plant stand covering 
the door to the outside; while larger 
plants in their pots sit directly on the 
floor.

This arrangement had plenty of 
advantages:

The sitting space is sized for two 
chairs and a small table

People look out through the 
plants to the snowy world outside

The plant space is nicely sunny 
and the southeast and southwest 
corners can accommodate several 
good-size shrubs in pots.

Light and shade 
All plants need some light, but 

some need less than others.
In the world outdoors, trees reach 

up to the sun and, in so doing they 
cast a dappled shade on the ground 
below. And this is where you find 
plants that prefer a shady lifestyle. 
Many of these, like the Darmera, 
which I grow in my outdoor garden, 
have evolved outsize leaves to catch 

enough rays for their photosynthetic 
needs.

In my indoor garden I follow 
this natural order. First I positioned 
the tall shrubby camellias in large, 
hard-to-move pots, in the southeast 
and southwest corners of the 
greenhouse. The gentle shade on 
the floor below is a perfect spot for 
plants like Clivia, Oxalis and Rex 
Begonias that are prone to sunburn.

I can recall a huge planting of 
Clivia thriving under the trees in 
Golden Gate Park in San Francisco. 
And this is the setting that I have 
replicated in miniature in my 
greenhouse.

Pots for greenhouse versatility
In the old greenhouse many 

of my plants lived together in a 
long, raised bed along the entire 
south wall. But I found that this 
very static arrangement was not 
at all satisfactory, and in our new 
greenhouse almost every plant lives 
in its own pot. Here is why:

The indoor garden benefits 
immensely from gorgeous 
containers. So my prized hand-
thrown clay pots get to spend 
summers outdoors and their winters 
in the greenhouse. I have set a 

large specimen begonia, still in its 
terracotta pot (with packing peanuts 
underneath for added height), 
inside an elegant creamy-colored 
container.

One of life’s small pleasures is 
being able to group plants together 
for aesthetic effect. For instance, in 
one spot I feature, Clivia’s orange 
blooms stand out in front of a 
purple-leaved Rex Begonia and a 
yellow Oxalis.

It is extremely desirable to be able 
to re-position plants in response to 
seasonal light changes.

Despite the best planning, in 
a communal bed some plants 
eventually outgrow their welcome.

A bug-infested plant can be 
quickly banished for treatment.

——————
Judith Irven is a Vermont 

Certified Horticulturist and teaches 
Sustainable Home Landscaping 
for the Vermont Master Gardener 
program. You can subscribe to her 
blog about her Vermont gardening 
life at northcountryreflections.
com. Dick Conrad is a landscape 
and garden photographer; you 
can see more of his photographs at 
northcountryimpressions.

Building Addison County community, one project at a time.Building Addison County community, one project at a time.

 smithmcclain.com  smithmcclain.com 



PAGE 16C — HOME • Addison Independent, Thursday, May 12, 2022

802 . 453 . 2500 • BristolElectronicsVT.com

FREE ON-SITE EVALUATIONS

Homeowners Recommendations
We received quotes from Bristol Electronics and another well-

known Vermont solar company, and were pleasantly surprised that 
Bristol had the better price, and we preferred Bristol’s microinverter 
approach. Additionally, we were very pleased to learn that the 
panels and racking system were made in the USA with some 
components manufactured by a Vermont company.  On top of 
this, the folks at Bristol were such a pleasure to work with. We 
can’t remember a more pleasant experience when making a major 
investment. 

We had a variety of questions which they happily 
addressed. Their knowledgeable staff was well versed with 
applicable regulations and requirements, building codes and 
even wind loading concerns. They truly went out of their way to 
make sure we were educated on the system and pleased with the 
installation. 

This was a very rewarding experience which began with a goal 
of wanting to make our home fully renewably powered by working 
with a local team and culminated with meeting great members of 
our community, keeping our dollars local while also supporting 
other American renewable technology manufacturers. We found 
kindred spirits at BE and we can’t recommend them highly enough!

Megan Nedzinski and Joshua Faulkner – 
South Starksboro, VT

“We are loving our new 
heat pump - it’s like our 
house suddenly got bigger!  
The room has been warm 
even on recent cold nights 
- very impressive.”

 -Viveka Fox
and

Peter Macfarlane, 
Addison, VT

“Bristol Electronics makes it easy for you to go solar.
From the detailed, patient explanations, to the rebates, 

estimates and permits, Bristol Electronics takes care of it all. 
I obtained several quotes from various companies but it was 
Bristol Electronics who ultimately won my business with their 
friendly, approachable attitude and superior knowledge of the 
technology. When I began this project I was uneducated and 
apprehensive. Now I fi nd myself encouraging my friends and 
family to call Bristol Electronics for a free quote and explanation 
because I truly believe in their product and company. They are 
highly skilled and professional in every respect.

Stephen and his crew encouraged my children’s curiosity and 
made learning fun for them. Little things like making handprints 
in the cement of our solar system sparked talks about reducing 
your carbon footprint and how everyone can help, even 
children. The whole experience could not have been easier or 
better. Seeing the power meter run backwards is just icing on 
the cake.”

   Heather Shepard – Bristol

If you have been considering solar, heat pumps, or whole house batteries,
please give us a call to discuss your options.
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