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Careful! A few books in the college 
collection contain toxins in their 
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Spring home
A greenhouse is more than a 
collection of pretty plants. Read 
our Home & Garden section.

The Eagles and Tigers both fared  
well when Mt. Abe hosted a meet 

on Monday. See Page 1B.

Track & field

Starksboro votes to leave MAUSD Federal move jeopardizes 
free summer meal sites

Downtown 
market to 
spring up

Ripton OKs 
budgets & 
elects new 
officers

Walk/Bike Summit watchwords: health, safety & community
Statewide conference 
promotes active lifestyle

Four other towns must now weigh in

Weekly offering 
to debut May 19

(See Starksboro, Page 12A)

(See Ripton, Page 16A)(See Market, Page 16A)
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By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Vermont Health 

Commissioner Dr. Mark Levine told 
people at the 2022 Vermont Walk/Bike 
Summit in Middlebury last Friday that he 
believes “active and public transportation” 
must play an increasing role in keeping 
Vermonters healthy.

“While Vermont usually ranks better 
than other states, obesity and overweight 
rates have gone up over the past several 
years. People who are overweight or obese 
are more likely to develop chronic diseases 
such as diabetes, high blood pressure, 
cardiovascular disease and some cancers,” 
he warned the crowd assembled in Town 
Hall Theater for the summit’s opening 
session. 

“Adults should have at least 30 minutes 
of moderate intensity physical activity 
such as brisk walking every day. Youth 
should have at least 60 minutes of moderate 
intensity physical activity every day. And 
public transportation can improve health 
through reduced environmental impacts.”

Around 200 municipal planners, 
activists, fitness enthusiasts and health 
care advocates from throughout the state 
converged on Middlebury on May 6 for 
the summit, a venue for sharing knowledge 
and ideas to help make communities more 
livable through the creation and promotion 
of more pedestrian- and cyclist-related 
facilities and services.

The summit offered 18 workshops 
held in several venues in Middlebury. 
Workshops included “Cycling Savvy,” 

“eBike Lending,” “Supporting Innovative 
& Equitable Strategies to Walk & 
Bike,” “Vermont Walk/Bike Laws,” and 
“Connecting Two Towns: Creating a Safe 

Route.”
Levine set the stage for the summit 

with his speech, which focused on three 
important words that would play a key role 

in virtually all of the 18 workshops: Health, 
safety and community.

Levine — who’s become well known 
(See Bike/Walk Summit, Page 18A)

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — 

Middlebury’s remodeled Triangle 
Park — an eye-catching byproduct 
of the recently completed $72 
million downtown tunnel project 
— will soon become a weekly 
hub for shopping, music and 
socializing.

The park, which fronts 
Middlebury’s town green and St. 
Stephen’s Episcopal Church, will 
host the first of 20 consecutive 
Midd Summer Market gatherings 
next Thursday, May 19. The 
markets will be held from 3-7 p.m. 
each Thursday, through Oct. 6.

“It’s really exciting,” said Karen 
Duguay, executive director of the 
Better Middlebury Partnership 
(BMP), which is spearheading 
the markets. “It should be a fun 
addition to the downtown.”

Duguay explained the idea for 
the markets arose last fall while 
BMP officials were brainstorming 
ways to restore vitality to the 
downtown following multiple 

By JOHN FLOWERS
RIPTON — Ripton residents on 

Monday, May 9, approved all of 
the financial items at their annual 
town gathering, and then went to 
the polls the next day to decide 
contested races for the selectboard 
and town constable.

Ripton Town Clerk Alison 
Joseph Dickinson said 95 people 
— 23% of the 421 residents on the 
community’s voter checklist — 
turned out at the polls on Tuesday 
to pick Giles Hoyler over Bonnie 
Swan, 58-32, for a two-year term 
on the selectboard. The two years 
is the balance of a three-year 
term left by former incumbent 
Selectman Ron Wimett, who died 
unexpectedly last fall. Swan was 
appointed to replace Wimett until 
Town Meeting Day — which 
Ripton officials decided to shift 
from the usual first Tuesday 
in March to May, in hopes the 
COVID-19 pandemic would 
recede to a point where it would be 
safer to hold a large gathering.

As an extra health-safety 

Thirty-six Salisbury residents, 
along with more than 50 local 
school children and teachers, 
members of the 4-H Swamp 
Riders and 4-H Silver Hooves, 
participated in their community’s 
Green Up Day cleanup this past 
Saturday, May 7. The joint effort 
resulted in the removal of 1,200 
pounds (including 144 bags and 
large items) of roadside trash, 
along with 33 tires. Participants 
want to thank the Salisbury road 
crew for trucking the trash heap 
to the Addison County Solid 
Waste Management District 
transfer station in Middlebury.

A free screening of the Vermont 

By JOHN FLOWERS
ADDISON COUNTY — The 

scheduled June 30 expiration 
of a federal waiver will reduce 
the number of Addison County 
locations at which children ages 
18 and younger will be able to 
access free food.

Local officials continue to 

research exactly how many 
fewer sites there will be and 
where they will be.

“It’s really, really sad,” 
Keely Agan, Early Childhood 
Nutrition Manager for Hunger 
Free Vermont, said of the 
upcoming reduction in free 

(See Meals, Page 10A)

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
STARKSBORO — So unusually 

high was the turnout at Starksboro’s 
special town meeting Tuesday 
night that it took a while to get 
everyone signed in. 

More than 200 registered 
voters turned out at the Robinson 
Elementary School multipurpose 
room to vote from the floor on 

a proposal to exit the Mount 
Abe school district, and the 
overwhelming majority said “yes” 
when the question was finally asked.

But first there was the delay. 
Still, there were few if any signs 
of impatience outside or in the 
building, where most people 
heeded the recommendation to 
wear masks.

A few minutes after the 7 p.m. 
meeting was scheduled to start, 
Town Moderator Keegan Tierney 
announced it was going to be 
a “standing room only” event 
and invited the young and the 
restless and the energetic to do the 
standing, so they did.

People chatted with neighbors 
and availed themselves of free 
community-provided snacks, and 
the room grew hot with bodies and 

accumulated sunshine. 
Elsewhere in the school 

building the “olders” minded the 
“youngers” so parents attending 
the meeting could focus on the 
business at hand.

After a while, Tierney invited 
the older and the sturdier to join 
the standing if they could.

At 7:45, looking out over a sea of 
townspeople, the moderator called 

Pick up, throw out
VERMONTERS SPREAD OUT along the roads and byways of the state this past Saturday to pick up accumulated winter roadside 

trash on Green Up Day. A group of tidy folk at the Congregational Church of Middlebury gathered many green bags of trash around 
downtown Middlebury, including behind the Ilsley Library. Here they celebrate their haul by tossing the last few bags into a pickup 
bound for the transfer station.

Independent photo/Steve James

PRESCHOOLERS IN KIM Forbes’s class at Mary Hogan Elementary School participated in the Vermont Walk/Bike Summit in 
Middlebury on Friday by showing off their traffic safety skills, which they have honed on weekly walking “adventures” into town 
since September. Forbes gave a presentation to summit attendees at Triangle Park about how she incorporates basic pedestrian 
know-how into her early education curriculum. Here the 3- to 5-year-olds show off pedestrian flags at a crosswalk.

Independent photo/Steve James
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Get chalking
STUDENTS AT MIDDLEBURY Union Middle 

School last week took to the sidewalks for 
a Chalk Festival. The festival was organized 
by The Friends of MUMS group and the 
Community Partnership Council as an 
end-of-year celebration. Despite the rain, 
the students created vibrant drawings and 
positive messages on the sidewalk leading to 
the school. They also had a special barbecue 
lunch and popsicles donated by Hannaford 
supermarket.

Pictured, clockwise from above, are 
Kahlaia Desmarais, Quinn Doria and Sawyer 
Witscer, and Lucas Williams.

Photos courtesy of ACSD

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Addison 

Central School District officials 
are urging vigilance and voluntary 
compliance with COVID-19 safety 
protocols — rather than mandatory 
masking and other restrictions 
— in the wake of recent, major 
coronavirus case 
spikes at three 
of the district’s 
schools.

Kelly Landwehr, 
RN, the district’s 
lead nurse and 
C O V I D - 1 9 
p r o g r a m 
c o o r d i n a t o r , 
reported 24 
confirmed cases at 
Middlebury Union 
Middle School 
on Monday. This 
follows confirmed 
outbreaks of the 
virus at both 
Cornwall and 
Shoreham elementary schools 
during recent weeks. A COVID-19 
spike is classified as an “outbreak” 
if at least 10% of the school 
community is confirmed with the 
virus at the same time, officials 
said.

Shoreham Elementary School 
Principal Mike Lenox on May 2 
informed his community of 12 
new COVID cases since April 28, 
affecting all grades. The school 
has recorded a couple of additional 
cases since May 2.

“We recognize that any increase 
in COVID cases can cause 
concern,” Lenox wrote. “This 

increase in cases was reported to 
the Vermont DOH (Department of 
Health) and we received guidance 
from our local school nurse 
liaison and members of the state 
epidemiology team from the DOH. 
They were not surprised to hear that 
cases were spreading quickly as the 

majority of current 
COVID cases are 
the Omicron BA-1 
and BA-2 variants 
and are highly 
transmissible.”

C o r n w a l l ’ s 
B i n g h a m 
Memorial School 
logged more 
than 10 positive 
COVID cases 
during the month 
of April.

The DOH 
e p i d e m i o l o g y 
team’s advice, 
according to 
L a n d w e h r , 

included that local families 
encourage their students to 
mask-up, that affected schools 
temporarily suspend group 
activities on campus, that kids 
stay home when they’re sick, and 
that copious numbers of COVID 
test kits be passed out to local 
households.

“It really did help,” Landwehr 
told members of the ACSD board 
on Monday evening. “(The DOH 
advice) cut (the spike) short and 
brought the numbers down quite 
quickly. It was impressive how 
quickly it went away in Shoreham.”

By ANDY KIRKALDY
FERRISBURGH — By August, 

or possibly November, Ferrisburgh 
could have new zoning in place 
to establish where in the town 
cannabis retailers can set up shop 
and growers can plant their crops. 
A public vote on any new zoning 
laws is required.

A Ferrisburgh Planning 
Commission subcommittee is 
now working on cannabis zoning 
laws, which according to state 
law is essentially the only way 
municipalities can now regulate 

cannabis sellers, growers and 
manufacturers. 

Ferrisburgh Zoning 
Administrator Steven True, who 
is joined in the subcommittee by 
Jean Richardson, Gail Blasius and 
Arabella Holzapfel, has helped 
research what the town can and 
cannot do in dealing with cannabis 
businesses. He has twice updated 
the selectboard at recent meetings 
and spoke to the Independent last 
week.

Essentially, all cannabis permits 
go through the Vermont Cannabis 

Control Board except town zoning, 
True said, and towns must grant 
permits to cannabis ventures that 
conform with their zoning laws. 
Thus, he recommended to town 
officials the zoning law update.

When True began the process of 
researching the issue he thought 
towns would have more say, but 
said he learned otherwise. 

“I was under the impression the 
towns would have more, for a lack 
of better term, veto power,” True 
said. “And that’s just not the case. 
We’re really tied to statutes. One is 

really tied to zoning. It really limits 
the power of the zoning board to 
making regulations in the town.”

True told the selectboard that if 
Ferrisburgh does not have its own 
zoning in place to regulate cannabis 
operations, control over where 
cannabis sales and cultivation can 
occur would default to the Vermont 
Cannabis Control Board. 

At the same time, True also 
made it clear the town could not 
make “arbitrary decisions” to deny 
applicants the right to operate, as 

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Stephen 

McKinney, a Mead, Wash., native 
who has spent the past seven years 
as an educator in China, has been 
named the new assistant principal 
of Middlebury’s Mary Hogan 
Elementary School.

McKinney emerged from a field 
of two finalists for the job, which 
will soon be vacated by Michaela 
Wisell, who in July will become a 
co-principal of Middlebury Union 
Middle School.

A hiring committee held on-
site interviews on Monday, May 
9, with McKinney and Andy 

Johnson, currently a grades K-4 
general music teacher at Milton 
Elementary School. His previous 
teaching experience was primarily 
in the state of Wisconsin, except 
for a two-year stint (2009-2011) 
as a grades 6-8 orchestra teacher at 
Burlington, Vt.’s Hunt & Edmunds 
Middle School.

McKinney has thus far spent his 
teaching career halfway around the 
world in China.

He most recently served (until 
October of last year) as elementary 
director of instruction at QSI 
Chengdu International School in 
Chengdu, China. He joined that 

school as a fourth-grade teacher, 
from 2017 to 2021.

Prior to that, McKinney worked 
as a fourth- and sixth-grade teacher 
at QSI Kyiv International School 
in Chengdu from 2015-2017.

Mary Hogan Principal Jen 
Kravitz is eager to welcome 
McKinney into the fold.

“Stephen has experience 
teaching at the elementary level 
as well as school leadership 
experience,” Kravitz said in a 
statement confirming McKiney’s 
selection. “Connection, belonging, 
growth, and respect are Mary 
Hogan’s core values, and Stephen 

has fostered these core values in 
his work at Chengdu International 
School. We saw this when he 
visited, for even via Zoom, he 
listened and asked thoughtful 
questions to learn more about Mary 
Hogan. Stephen has worked closely 
with multi-language learners as 
well as supporting faculty and staff 
from preschool through 5th grade 
with all learners. He will bring all 
of this to Mary Hogan and we are 
lucky to learn and grow with him 
here.”

Reporter John Flowers is 
at johnf@addisonindependent.
com.

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Members 

of the Addison County 
Democratic Committee on 
Wednesday, May 11, were 
slated to interview two attorneys 
seeking the party’s endorsement 
for a gubernatorial appointment 
to the post of Addison County 
state’s attorney, recently vacated 
by Dennis Wygmans.

As the Addison Independent 
went to press on Wednesday, 
Addison County Deputy State’s 
Attorney Peter Bevere and 
attorney Eva P. Vekos, a litigator 
with the Middlebury firm Marsh 
& Wagner, were scheduled to 
meet with county Dems at an 
early-evening interview session 
at the Ilsley Public Library, 
according to Dave Silberman, 
vice chair of the Addison County 
Democratic Committee.

The local Dems’ endorsement 
will be forwarded to Gov. Phil 
Scott, who can appoint someone 
to fill the state’s attorney vacancy 
until the upcoming November 
General Election. Bevere has 
already told the Independent 
he’ll run for the job this fall. It’s 
a post he fell just 10 votes shy 
of wresting from Wygmans in 
2018. Wygmans subsequently 
hired Bevere as deputy SA.

Bevere ran as an independent 
in 2018 and plans to do the same 
this fall. His previous work 

experience includes stints as an 
associate with English, Carroll 
& Boe, PC; as a deputy state’s 
attorney in both Chittenden and 
Rutland counties; and as a chief 
deputy state’s attorney for the 
state of Vermont.

Vekos’s bio on 
marshandwagner.com states 
she’s been a litigator for more 
than 20 years, specializing in 
criminal defense and juvenile 
law. She now applies those skills 
in family law matters, such as 
divorce, child custody, and wills 
and estates.

Vekos, a Democrat, previously 
served as a public defender in 
New York, Massachusetts and 
Vermont.

Then-Gov. Peter Shumlin 
appointed Wygmans to succeed 
former Addison County State’s 
Attorney David Fenster on Jan. 
5, 2017, after the latter was 
appointed to a judgeship on 
Vermont Superior Court.

Wygmans left his job as state’s 
attorney on May 7 in order to 
become one of only two Traffic 
Safety Resource Prosecutors in 
the state of Vermont.

The Addison County state’s 
attorney job, which carries a 
four-year term, will be on the 
ballot this November.

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.
com.

Three ACSD schools 
see COVID-19 surge
No new mandates, but vigilance urged

Two emerge for vacant 
state’s attorney position

(See COVID, Page 3A)

“It’s a weird time. 
We kind of went 
through two years 
of really being 
traumatized by this 
illness, and being 
so vigilant ... And 
then we made this 
transition to ‘masks 
optional,’ and 
dropping a lot of our 
mitigation factors.”

— Kelly Landwehr

Mary Hogan School administrator picked

Ferrisburgh eyeing zoning for cannabis ventures

(See Ferrisburgh, Page 3A)
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2022 Public Safety Event
Saturday, May 21st 9am-12
Stone CDJR, 2149 Rt. 7 South, Middlebury

Join the fun at this family event!
Learn all about the people who keep us safe.

Activities and demonstrations including:
• Tour a LifeNet helicopter • Kids obstacle course

• Emergency vehicle extraction • Vermont Fire Safety Trailer
• Firetruck tours and much more!

Volunteer firefighters and Stone CDJR 
employees: Adam Wright and Ricky White.

Landwehr noted the district 
didn’t issue any mandatory 
restrictions to curb the COVID 
spike.

“It’s gone from… trying to keep 
it away, to accepting that it’s a part 
of our life and really is into the 
hands of individuals on how they 
want to deal with it,” she said. 
“You can continue to mask, you 
can continue to do certain things; 
it’s really a personal choice, based 
on your own medical history or 
your home situation, or whatever 
it may be.”

Landwehr refl ected on how 
COVID response has gradually 
changed at the global, state and 
local levels.

“It’s a weird time,” Landwehr 
said. “We kind of went through two 
years of really being traumatized 
by this illness, and being so 
vigilant, putting in so many factors 
to keep (the virus) away from us 

long as their proposals conformed 
with relevant zoning. For example, 
he said, the zoning board of 
adjustment could not say there 
were already enough cannabis 
shops in a particular area and deny 
applicants on that basis.
POSSIBILITIES 

But it could put some areas off 
limits, True said, as long as not 
done in a discriminatory fashion: 
“The town does have the ability to 
… prohibit certain uses in its zoning 
districts.”

True added there are three tiers 
of cannabis manufacturing licenses 
allowed in state regulations for 
extraction of substances 
from cannabis plants. 
Ferrisburgh will 
probably allow two 
tiers, for temperature 
and organic procedures, 
but not the third, in 
which he said there 
are “some chemical 
solvent processes.”

Because Ferrisburgh 
lacks municipal 
sewer, the planning 
c o m m i s s i o n 
subcommittee is 
proposing that third tier not be 
permitted, True said, using a 
standard that could be applied to 
other manufacturers.

“That’s really the test, this thing 
that you’re applying, is it applicable 
to other cases, or is it specifi c to 
cannabis,” he said. “If it’s specifi c 
to cannabis, you can’t do that.”

True said what the subcommittee 
will propose to the full planning 
commission on Wednesday, 
May 18, are bylaws that will 
specify in which zoning districts 
manufacturers, growers and sellers 
can operate, and what conditions 
the zoning board can attach to their 
businesses. 

Typically, those conditions 
would include requirements for 
setbacks and frontage, and in the 
case of cannabis businesses security 
measures and limits on hours of 
operations. 

Other items almost always dealt 
with in business applications are 
lighting, egress and access, parking, 
landscaping, impact on immediate 
neighbors, and similar elements 

including what True called “the 
general site review” that goes along 
with any conditional use review. 

True, speaking only for himself 
on a preliminary basis, shared some 
thoughts on how things might look. 
He said growing might be allowed 
on a more widespread basis, while 
given the cost of new construction 
those interested in retail might seek 
existing stores in which to set up 
shop.  

“I see a lot of suitability for these 
cultivator licenses. There is a sort 
of natural limiting factor for retail 
locations, just in the fact that we 
don’t have a lot of open commercial 
(sites) that are suitable,” he said. 

True acknowledged 
the Route 7 corridor is 
probably a logical place 
for cannabis retail.

“You can say 
we’re looking at your 
Highway Mixed Use 
(district),” he said.

At least one 
Chittenden County 
business has expressed 
preliminary interest in a 
Route 7 site, according 
to town offi cials. 
PROCESS

When a town-wide vote can be 
held depends on how smoothly 
the process runs and whether the 
full planning commission and then 
the selectboard agree with the 
subcommittee’s recommendations.

If the planning commission 
approves of the committee’s 
proposal, with minor tweaks if 
necessary, on May 18, True said 
planners could then forward the 
bylaws to the selectboard as soon as 
May 31. 

If the selectboard also approves 
of the bylaws, it could call for a 
public hearing as soon as June 21. 

If one hearing is suffi cient, and 
there is not a public outcry for 
major changes in the bylaws, the 
town could hold a public vote on 
the bylaws on Aug. 9 — same day 
as the statewide primary election. 

If that timetable cannot be 
met, a vote on bylaws regulating 
cannabis ventures is possible on 
the November state and federal 
election date, again assuming 
offi cials and the public are in 
agreement on new regs. 

Certainly a majority of 
Ferrisburgh voters do not object 
to the overall concept. In March 
residents backed the idea that 
cannabis retailers should be 
allowed to operate in the town, 
294-172.

They also supported another 
measure that would allow cannabis 
integrated licensees in Ferrisburgh 
— those who combine selling 
growing, manufacturing in some 
fashion — by a 295-170 margin.
LOCAL BOARD

The Ferrisburgh selectboard has 
also discussed with True creating 
a town cannabis control board, 
even though town offi cials agree it 
would not now have any regulatory 
authority under state law. 

True and Ferrisburgh Selectboard 
Chair Jessica said the main benefi t 
to a local cannabis board is that the 
state board would share its detailed 
cannabis permit application 
information with a local board. 
Thus, town offi cials could learn 
more about those proposing to do 
business in Ferrisburgh.

“Hopefully those people on 
the board would have more 
information,” James said. “Since 
we don’t really have any other way 
to review the information other 
than through zoning, it would just 
give them (applicants) another 
connection with the town.”

In the future, however, if laws 
change to give more control to 
communities, James and True said 
the town would already have a 
panel in place. 

For example, True said if 
retail cannabis licenses were 
someday to be treated like liquor 
licenses, towns could impose 
more conditions on how retail 
shops operate. Now, selectboards 
or city councils renew liquor 
licenses on an annual basis and 
can change businesses hours 
of operation or conditions after 
complaints about noise or other 
issues, for example.

James agreed that was a potential 
benefi t.

“Steven has been really great in 
sharing information about what 
we can do to help the future of 
Ferrisburgh in that aspect, and see, 
if there are any changes, that we 
are ready,” she said.

Ferrisburgh
(Continued from Page 2A)

COVID
(Continued from Page 2A)

and out of our schools. And then 
we made this transition to ‘masks 
optional,’ and dropping a lot of our 
mitigation factors.

“I think none of us ever thought 
the pandemic was truly over,” she 
added. “We all recognized it was 
here, but there’s more of a shift in 

how we deal with it, how we look 
at it, and how we confront and 
navigate it right now.”

Only time — and the changing 
nature of the virus — will tell 
what COVID-19 has in store for 
the balance of this school year and 
start of the next.

“As you all know, almost two-
and-a-half years into this, this 
process seems like it just keeps on 
changing and morphing,” ACSD 
Superintendent Peter Burrows 
said.

School offi cials are now looking 
forward to a little respite from the 
coronavirus.

“I think summer can’t come 
quick enough, so we can get out 
of the buildings and get outside,” 
Landwehr said. “It will be 
interesting to see what the summer 
brings.”

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

KELLY  LANDWEHR, RN

College signs grad speakers

MIDDLEBURY — 
Middlebury College will host 
two commencement ceremonies 
at the end of this month — one on 
May 29 for the current Class of 
2022, and one two days later for 
the Class of 2020, which held a 
virtual graduation because of the 
onset of COVID10 pandemic.

This week the college 
announced the speakers for both 
graduation ceremonies. 

Dan Schulman, president 
and CEO of PayPal, the digital 
payment services company, will 
deliver the 2022 Middlebury 
College Commencement 
address on Sunday, May 29. 
The ceremony on the main 
quadrangle begins at 10 a.m.

Jason Collins, a retired 
National Basketball Association 
player, will deliver the 
commencement address to the 
class of 2020 at an in-person 
ceremony on the quad at 10 a.m. 
on Tuesday, May 31.
2022 COMMENCEMENT 

One of the country’s leading 
CEOs, Schulman has advocated 
for companies to help shape 
society for the better by sharing 
their fi nancial success with their 
employees. He is also widely 
recognized for his commitment 
to social change and his passion 
for equity, justice, and basic 
human rights.

Schulman, a 1980 graduate 
of Middlebury, is working to 
democratize and transform 
fi nancial services and 
e-commerce to improve the 
fi nancial health of people, 
families, and 
businesses around 
the world. With 
more than 426 
million individuals 
and businesses 
using PayPal, 
Schulman has 
helped grow and 
strengthen the 
company since his 
arrival in 2014.

U n d e r 
S c h u l m a n ’ s 
leadership, PayPal 
has received 
recognition for 
its efforts to build 
a more inclusive 
workplace. It is 
ranked sixth on 
the 2022 list of 
America’s Most 
Just Companies 
and was also 
included in Human 
Rights Campaign’s 
2022 Best Places to 
Work for LGBTQ+ 
Equality and the 
2021 Bloomberg 
Gender-Equality 
Index. PayPal’s efforts to 
provide more fi nancial security 
for a greater number of people 
include changes that impact 
the company’s own employees, 
demonstrated through the 
Financial Wellness Initiative 
introduced in 2019. The program 
increased wages, lowered the 
cost of healthcare benefi ts, and 
made all employees shareholders 
of the company. 

“Dan Schulman is setting an 

PAYPAL CEO DAN Schulman, a 1980 graduate of Middlebury 
College, will deliver the commencement address at his alma 
mater’s graduation ceremony on May 29. That ceremony is for the 
Class of 2022; two days later Middlebury will host an in-person 
ceremony for the Class of 2020.

example for corporate America 
by demonstrating that the private 
sector can be a force for positive 
change,” said Middlebury 
President Laurie Patton. “He 
has won numerous awards 

for his creativity, 
entrepreneurship, 
and leadership skills. 
We are looking 
forward to hearing 
the wisdom he 
will share with our 
graduates.” 

Schulman’s many 
honors include 
the New York 
Urban League’s 
2021 Frederick 
Douglass Award, 
in recognition of 
his commitment, 
dedication, and 
infl uence to 
advance the rights 
of generations of 
underserved Black 
Americans. He also 
received the 2021 
Voices of Solidarity 
Award, presented 
by Vital Voices, for 
advocating on behalf 
of women and girls 
around the world. In 
2021, he was ranked 
third on Fortune’s 
list of the World’s 

Greatest Leaders, an honor 
that recognized individuals for 
their leadership throughout the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Schulman previously served 
in senior leadership roles at 
American Express and Sprint 
Nextel Corporation following 
its acquisition of Virgin Mobile 
USA, where he led the company 
as its founding CEO for eight 
years. Earlier in his career, 
he was president and CEO of 

Priceline Group, and he spent 
18 years at AT&T. Schulman 
serves on the boards of a number 
of organizations, including the 
Business Roundtable. He is also 
a life member of the Council on 
Foreign Relations.

In addition to his BA from 
Middlebury College, Schulman 
earned an MBA from New York 
University’s Leonard N. Stern 
School of Business. He will 
receive an honorary Doctor of 
Letters at the Commencement 
ceremony. 

Two additional honorary 
degrees will be bestowed that day. 
The will go to Joseph Bruchac 
and Nan Jenks-Jay.

Joseph Bruchac is a citizen 
of the Nulhegan Abenaki Nation, 
respected elder, author, poet, 
musician, storyteller, speaker, 
and advocate for equality, peace, 
and social justice. Bruchac is the 
author of more than 170 books 
in numerous genres. His poems, 
fi ction, and essays have appeared 
in hundreds of publications from 
American Poetry Review to 
National Geographic. His books 
for young readers, which often 
focus on Native American history 
and culture, can be found in 
virtually every school library. He 
coauthored the groundbreaking 
volume “Keepers of the Earth,” 
which teaches science through 
Native American stories and 
has sold more than a million 
copies. With his sons, Jesse and 
James, he is also the director 
of the Ndakinna Education 
Center, which offers programs in 
traditional Native survival skills, 
outdoor awareness, storytelling, 
and Abenaki language in the 
foothills of the Adirondacks. In 
1970, with his late wife Carol, he 
cofounded the Greenfi eld Review 

PayPal CEO & 
NBA star lined up

(See Commencement, Page 10A)

“Dan Schulman 
is setting an 
example for 
corporate 
America by 
demonstrating 
that the private 
sector can be a 
force for positive 
change.”

 — Middlebury 
President

Laurie Patton

At least one 
Chittenden 
County 
business has 
expressed 
preliminary 
interest in a 
Route 7 site, 
according to 
town offi cials. 
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Ways of
Seeing

Community
 Forum

This week’s writer 
is Liam Madden. 
The Bellows Falls 
resident is a Marine 
Corps veteran who 
became the leader of 
the America’s largest 
antiwar organization 
of Iraq/Afghanistan 
veterans and 
who won M.I.T.’s 
“Solve” award 
for organizations 
innovating solutions 
to climate change. 

Most of us do not need to be convinced that the two 
party system is incapable of solving our challenges. 
The mutual disgust with how ineffective and corrupt 
this system is happens to be one of the few remaining 
areas of agreement between the left and 
right. (This is an important and inspiring 
fact I’ll connect to our solutions later.) 
It calls up the saying, “The defi nition of 
insanity is trying the same thing over and 
over, expecting different results.”

The most obvious reason for our 
dissatisfaction, the reason two thirds 
of us believe the system is broken, 
is that our major problems continue 
to fester: Declining health and rising 
healthcare costs, lack of affordable 
housing, accelerating inequality, an 
economy based on never-ending growth 
and accelerating resource depletion; 
never mind the truly dangerous threats 
like ecological devastation leading to 
mass refugee crises, or technologies 
like artifi cial intelligence or mass scale 
weapons in the wrong hands.

Another reason I think most of us are 
fed up is that we see which topics the two parties 
always manage to agree on. Perhaps what is an 
even better defi nition of insanity is the list of oft-
unspoken agreements between the two parties, things 
like: Keeping the war machine well fed, keeping 

billionaires appeased, giving special treatment to 
special interests, and — especially — making sure 
nobody threatens the death grip the two parties — 
and their owners — have on our governmental power.

There is a path out. I will get there, but 
give me one more moment to remind us 
why it is so important that we liberate 
ourselves from this stranglehold on our 
republic, our democracy, whatever you 
want to call it.

First of all, the two parties don’t 
represent us. Most of us have signifi cant 
disagreements with the party platforms 
of the major party we happen to align 
with more, and therefore vote for 
slightly more often. Yet those important 
disagreements get lost, and nuance, and 
the superior problem-solving possible 
when nuance lives, is forgone.

And … the two party system drives 
us apart. For example, President Trump 
did not represent most Republicans. In 
most primaries, he won less than 40% 
of the vote of Republican “primary” 
voters (a total of 4% of the population 

made Trump the Republican Evil in our lesser of two 
evils contest). Yet, he became their only option in 
the general election, which accelerated the process 
of polarization even though most Republicans didn’t 

In 1948, my grandmother married my grandfather. 
Soon after, they had their fi rst child. He was the fi rst 
of ten. Between 1948 and 1966, she birthed eight 
boys and two girls. To be sure, she loved all of her 
children and grandchildren dearly. I always felt 
that, and I loved her in return, but as I got older 
and we became closer, I realized things were more 
complicated than I knew. 

My grandmother, a woman of German ancestry, 
became an orphan as a toddler. My great-grandmother 
abandoned her and her sister at 
an orphanage run by Mexican 
nuns. A young mother, crushed by 
the weight of her children, fl ed, 
leaving my grandma and her sister 
to be raised by near-penniless 
nuns, steeped in the Catholic faith 
and in the Spanish language. As a 
result, my very German-looking 
grandmother was the most 
culturally Mexican grandparent I had. She was a 
native Spanish speaker who also learned English. 
She was devout in her religion. She believed it was 
her duty to serve her god and later her husband and 
family. She did all of those things. 

As a young woman, my grandmother reunited with 
her biological mother and lived with her for a while. 
Then, a few years after high school graduation, she 
met my grandfather in south Texas. His family had 
moved there from a small town in Mexico and spoke 
only Spanish. She taught my grandfather to speak 
English and supported him while he worked at a 
furniture company. They didn’t have a lot, but with 
careful budgeting, they managed. Occasionally, she 

worked outside the home for supplemental income. 
In her life, she survived the aftermath of the Great 
Depression, abandonment, a world war, the birth of 
ten children, the death of one, and so much more. 
She died last year, a few days shy of turning 95, with 
16 grandchildren and several great-grandchildren. 

To many, her story is one of “resilience” — a word 
increasingly used by privileged folks to describe 
the ways that those of us who grew up with less 
privilege have persevered. Or her story is a story of 

success — a poor girl, abandoned 
as a toddler, who grew up to 
raise a big, beautiful family of 
relatively productive children. For 
others, it’s an immigrant triumph 
of upward mobility where one 
generation sacrifi ces so that the 
next can do better. Still for others, 
it is a quintessential American 
tale: one where a husband marries 

a wife and they raise several children, with the wife 
doing the rearing and the husband off at work. This 
last one, especially, is one many of our nation’s 
politicians might even say, “made America great.” 

My grandmother’s story is all of those things. But 
below the surface, there’s something few people see 
or give much thought to: she lived a life in which 
she was trapped by religion and patriarchy. 

When I was older, she told me that she didn’t 
have ten children by choice. She had them because 
contraception wasn’t available to her. When she 
told her husband that she didn’t want to have 
more children, and the only way to do so was by 

Ah, spring weather, open 
the windows and doors, It’s 50 
degrees out there.

Hmm, feels cold in here so let’s 
turn up the furnace. Leave the 
door open, it is so nice out there.

What a waste of fuel and 
dollars. Watch all that expensively 
heated air go out the window.

Now, it is too warm, don’t lower 
the furnace, but open another 
window.

Then, on into the summer. 
It is obviously too hot to open 
the window, so turn up the air 
conditioner.

Wow, it is chilly in here, turn 
up the furnace. Having both run at 
the same time doesn’t seem to ring 
bells about wasting energy.

Maybe try: If it is too warm turn 
down the furnace and if it’s too 
cold close a window of turn down 
the air conditioner.

I thought that would be more 
obvious with gas costing over $6 a 
gallon. But I see it happening.

Peter Grant
Bristol

Come together 
for the planet

I would like everyone who 
believes in whatever or whoever 
they may or may not believe 
in, whether it be Allah, Jesus, 
El Shaddai, Great Spirit, Shiva, 
a table, a rock, a potato, their 
Higher Power, the Sun, the 
Universe, whatever, an Angel, or 
nothing at all, to pray for (think 
of, make a good wish for) peace, 
justice, forgiveness, the end of all 
strife and the sacred ecology and 
environment of Planet Earth and 
every living being and inhabitant 
of Earth, including all plants, 
trees, mammals, etc., as well as 
all leaders of our Earth to make 
wise decisions, to enact in order 
to safeguard Earth as one tiny dot 
in the eye of the Universe.

With the Planet Earth’s current 
situation, matters don’t seem to 
be going too well, and I would 
suggest we hope and trust for 
the best. Any outcome of Earth’s 
current situation is unknown to 
anyone, only existence itself in 
determining the results of whether 
there will even be existence any 
more, and I’ll leave that up to 
the philosophers and prophets to 
speculate and ponder on.

Dana Bingham Severson
Middlebury

Arbor Day: Not 
to be overlooked

There is much information about 
the beginning of Arbor Day, and if 
interested it is easy to look up on 
the internet. Arbor Day is observed 
here in Vermont on the fi rst Friday 
of May and for this year, the date 
is May 6.

It is interesting to note that on 
April 15, 1907, President Theodore 
Roosevelt issued an “Arbor 
Day Proclamation to the School 
Children of the United States,” 
telling them, in part:

“It is well that you should 
celebrate your Arbor Day 
thoughtfully, for within your 
lifetimes the Nation’s need of 
trees will become serious. We of 
an older generation can get along 
with what we have, though with 
growing hardship; but in your full 
manhood and womanhood you 
will want what nature once so 
bountifully supplied and man so 
thoughtlessly destroyed...

“A true forest is not merely a 
storehouse full of wood, but, as 
it were, a factory of wood, and 
at the same time a reservoir of 
water. When you help to preserve 
our forests or to plant new ones, 
you are acting the part of good 
citizens.”

We can be grateful that 
President T. Roosevelt had this 
deep appreciation and insight 
regarding our forests. This Arbor 
Day, may we give thanks to him 
for championing the well-being 
of trees. The well-being of all life 
on Earth, as we are learning, is 
related to the wise stewardship of 
our trees.

Because of current research, 

Editor’s note: The following is a statement made by Sen. Patrick 
Leahy, D-Vermont, on the U.S. Senate fl oor Wednesday, May 11, during 
discussion about the Women’s Health Protection Act, a federal act that 
would protect a woman’s right for health care (and abortion) even if Roe 
v Wade is overruled. This federal act mirrors Vermont’s approval of The 
Freedom of Choice Act, passed overwhelmingly by the Vermont House 
and Senate and endorsed by Republican Gov. Phil Scott.

By Sen. Patrick Leahy
This is a debate about the Women’s Health Protection Act. Protecting 

women’s health. Protecting half America’s population in their right to seek 
the health care they require. Protecting their ability, half of America, to 
make decisions about their own bodies. How is this a question even up for 
debate?

Today the Senate considers the Women’s Health Protection Act. A 
woman’s right to make choices about her own body is a constitutional 
right. It was affi rmed by the Supreme Court nearly 50 years ago. Polling 
– as if that should be the benchmark by which we legislate – shows that 
nearly two-out-of-three Americans believe the fundamental right established 
in 1973’s Roe vs. Wade should be upheld. Yet here we are today – a body 
of 100, 76 percent of which are male – making decisions about the private 
lives of the nearly 168 million women in this country. That’s ludicrous.

The right of any woman to receive the health care they choose and seek 
should be important to each and every one of us. Women – our mothers, 
daughters, sisters, aunts, friends – they know what is best for them in their 
own lives. How patronizing to suggest otherwise. How patriarchal. How 
insulting. How dangerous.

I am the dean of the Senate. I am the longest serving member of this 
body today. I have worked for decades to support legislation that affi rms a 
woman’s right to access comprehensive health care from a trusted provider 
without interference. The right to comprehensive family planning resources 
– whatever those resources may be – is not only a fundamental right to 
privacy for these women, but it is an important public health policy as well.

In 2019, the Vermont House and 
Senate by wide margins approved The 
Freedom of Choice Act, which guarantees 
the right to access safe abortion care in 
Vermont. Governor Scott – a Republican 
– signed that bill into law in June 2019. If 
the Court does overturn Roe, the Freedom 
of Choice Act would protect this health 
care right in Vermont, just as the Supreme 
Court case that was ahead of Roe vs. 
Wade, Beecher vs. Leahy, does the same. 

Once again, Vermont is a leader on an 
issue of national signifi cance. 

The unfortunate reality is that 26 other 
states stand ready to ban abortion rights in 
the absence of Roe. What are the women 
of these states to do? And prominent 
Republican voices in the Senate even now 
say they would not rule out the possibility 
that a future Senate and Congress would 
overrule such state laws in Vermont and 
elsewhere, and impose a national ban on 
women’s choice. 

And what laws are these states prepared 
to pass – what resources are they prepared to provide – to support these 
women, and the children they will bear? The answer we know, and I fear, is 
none. States will determine what you do, but they won’t do anything to help 
you afterward.

The implications of the Supreme Court’s opinion, should a fi nal decision 
mirror the leaked draft, go far beyond reproductive rights. For decades, the 
Supreme Court has stood as an independent arbiter in this country. Striking 
down a constitutional right that has supported millions of Americans, not 
just women, will cause many to lose confi dence in the integrity of our 
judicial system. Worse still, it could threaten the rights protected under the 
precedent set by Roe and affi rmed in other cases. I acknowledge the fear 
that many are feeling right now about that possibility.  Certainly I hear it in 
my offi ce. And that is why we need to pass the Women’s Health Protection 
Act.

What would the suffragists say of us today? What would the icons of the 
civil rights movement say of us today? A vote against the Women’s Health 
Protection Act is a vote against equality. It’s a vote against women, plain and 
simple. It’s a vote against the progress we have made to right the wrongs 
of inequality. And it is at odds with what an overwhelming majority of the 
American public believes. It says, in many states in this country, women 
will be treated differently than men.

You know, my sons and grandsons can travel anywhere in the 
United States knowing the law is the same for them. My daughter and 
granddaughters, under this, would know they could not be treated the same 
as they travelled around the country. What does that say about America, that 
our sons and our grandsons will be treated differently than our daughters 
and our granddaughters? Our daughters and our granddaughters will be told 
by some states, you have less rights than your brothers or your fathers or 
your uncles.

Shame on this Senate today. I stand with women – my wife, my daughter, 
my granddaughters – when I say that I trust them to make the health 
decisions that are best for them. And I will fi ght against any effort to erode 
those fundamental, constitutional rights. That’s what the Senate should do; 
that’s what we should do if we truly are going to be the conscience of the 
nation. That’s what this Vermonter intends to do.

“A vote against the 
Women’s Health 
Protection Act is 
a vote against 
equality. It’s a vote 
against women, 
plain and simple. 
It’s a vote against 
the progress we 
have made to right 
the wrongs of 
inequality. And it is 
at odds with what 
an overwhelming 
majority of the 
American public 
believes.”

— Sen. Patrick Leahy 

Hints of summer 
THE EMERGING LEAVES on the maple in Vergennes Falls Park say spring, but the warm sun, 

sleeveless shirt and shorts say summer. Seems like this young woman found the perfect place to 
get some work done on Tuesday morning.

Independent photo/Steve James
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abstinence, her husband became 
angry and unfaithful. They didn’t 
divorce because the Catholic 
church wouldn’t allow it, and 
that also wasn’t something she 
would consider because of her 
devoutness. So she stayed and 
pushed through in a miserable 
marriage and a relatively unhappy 
life. I have very few memories 
of seeing her look truly happy, 
because she wasn’t. Does that 
oppressive story make America 
great?

My grandmother was always in 
awe of my own freedom. She’d 
discourage me from getting 
married, telling me it was just 
a distraction. It was the very 
opposite of what some might 
expect from a culturally Mexican 
grandmother, but I think her 
advice to me refl ected her lack of 
choice and how happy she was to 
see that I had choices she never 
had. 

Last week, we saw a draft of 
the Supreme Court’s thoughts on 
overturning Roe v Wade, a case 
that, in 1973 granted citizens 
the right to choose whether or 
not to give birth to a child. The 
language therein can get tricky. 
At what point is an abortion an 
abortion? How might this open 
the door for further restriction 

for contraception later? There are 
many things to consider. 

Every person deserves the right 
to bodily autonomy. Of course 
there are extreme cases: cases of 
rape, cases where a parent’s life is 
in danger, cases of incest that are 
all notable reasons for people to 
consider having an abortion. But 
there are also more subtle cases, 
where people should have the 
choice about how many children 
they want to have or when they 
want to have them so they don’t 
fi nd themselves trapped. 

The right to life and the pursuit 
of happiness matter for those who 
carry the fetus as well. Choice 
is pro-life. Without it, we are 
pushing ourselves backward to 
a place where people will not be 
able to have access to all that life 
might offer them. I don’t know 
what my grandmother’s stance 
was on abortion — given her 
devoutness, she was probably 
against it, but given her life 
experience, I know she wanted 
me to have freedom of choice in 
the way she did not.

For all of those who struggled 
before us, let’s not go backwards.

Mary E. Mendoza is an assistant 
professor of history and Latino/a 
Studies at Penn State University. 
She lives in Weybridge, Vermont.

really prefer his political platform. 
This is a natural consequence of 
the two party system, it drives 
us toward extremes — making 
good problem-solving nearly 
impossible.

Lastly, the dangers of a two 
party system were foreseen by 
the political architects of our 
country. George Washington said, 
“The alternate domination of one 
faction over another, sharpened by 
the spirit of revenge ... is itself a 
frightful despotism.” John Adams 
agreed, adding “a division of the 
republic into two great parties 
… is to be dreaded as the great 
political evil.”

So, it sucks. We know it sucks. 
They told us it would suck. But 
what do we do? The two parties 
have the power and they crush 
those who oppose them.

First, let’s go over what doesn’t 
work. What every politician 
will say is, “Yeah, we face big 
problems, yeah, the system is 
broken, but just 
vote for my side.” 
What’s implied here 
is, this is a war, 
not a cooperative 
endeavor, and let’s 
just dominate those 
who disagree with 
us. Help us do that, 
they ask. But our 
experience teaches us 
that helping one side 
win doesn’t work, 
even if we felt right 
about dominating 
the minority into 
irrelevance.

Then there’s the 
other thing we know 
doesn’t work, which 
is the naive nonsense 
of the two party 
moderate, “Vote for 
me, I’m in the middle and I’ll 
bring the sides together.” These 
folks might think they are so 
charismatic or so diplomatic that 
their efforts are suffi cient to hold 
together the parting continents 
of a system structurally designed 
to polarize our politics. They are 
naive if that is what they think 
will solve this situation. So we are 
naive to believe them.

So what will work? First of all, 
the founders of our governmental 
structure built the foundation of 
this system when information 
traveled at the speed of horseback. 
It now travels at the speed of light. 
Maybe, just maybe, upgrading 
our governmental design to 
responsibly accommodate 
technology is part of the answer 
here.

But how can technology help 
improve our government? Well 
I’m glad I asked, so that I can go 
ahead and answer right now: I call 
this concept an Online Democracy 
Forum. I can explain it pretty well 
in three steps.

1. Use technology to gather 
input from the public in near real 
time — not every 2-4 years, when 
we get to choose between the 
lesser of two evils. Use technology 

Ways of Seeing
(Continued from Page 4A)

They are not a replacement 
of Congress, or of the 
Constitution, they are a necessary 
modernization.

All of the above is how we begin 
rebirthing Democracy. It is on the 
level of our collective institutions. 
But our rebirth will be a stillbirth 
if we don’t concurrently use 
the same mindset, and embrace 
of technology — to radically 
improve our personal level tools 
too, our empathy,rigorous sense-
making, listening and perspective-
taking abilities. Democracy can 
only survive when there is health 
on the individual and collective 
scale.

So, my argument is that fi xing 
government can’t be done by 
picking a side and voting for the 
lesser of two evils, and it can’t 
be done by voting for moderates. 
It must be done by making your 
primary voting criteria — fi xing 
government at a root cause level 
— fi rst and foremost. This must 
become an explicit test for every 
candidate, “Do you support a direct 
democracy forum? Where do you 
stand on rebirthing Democracy?” 
If they’re an independent, so 
much the better.

If you’d like to see a candidate 
focused on bringing structural 
innovations to our government, 
innovations that actually 
incorporate the ideas of the public, 
you can support my independent 
campaign for Congress. With 
an open race, and no incumbent, 
now is the ideal time to question 
the two-party death grip on our 
democracy. This is a campaign, 
and an issue, that actually unites 
across political dividing lines.

I am a Marine Corps veteran who 
became the leader of the nation’s 
largest antiwar organization of 
Iraq/Afghanistan veterans. I then 
became an entrepreneur who 
won M.I.T.’s “Solve” award for 
organizations innovating solutions 
to climate change. I am a working-
class child of Vermont, and I am a 
father and citizen concerned about 
our ability to solve problems 
together. Send me to Congress and 
I will continue to devote my life 
in service to the more beautiful 
world our hearts know is possible.

Many will argue that it is 
better to have a candidate with 
“experience,” to which I respond, 
do we really need more experience 
borne of the same mindset? Won’t 
that experience imply these 
candidates will continue to rely on 
outdated tools that are insuffi cient 
to the scale of our problems? 
Would we value the experience 
of a doctor who is experienced 
in misdiagnosing disease and 
prescribing band aids? We need 
innovation and vision more than 
experience.

If you are satisfi ed with Band- 
aids, and changing the players, 
then you have a few good options 
this election. If you know in your 
heart that we need to change 
the rules of the game, you have 
one clear choice. Let’s rebirth 
democracy together.

Community Forum
(Continued from Page 4A) to formally allow the public to 

inform and decide upon policy 
much more frequently than current 
election cycles. If American Idol 
gets feedback the night of their 
show to decide who wins, we can 
fi gure out how to get ideas to make 
our lives better to the government 
faster than every 2 years.

2. Create a simple to use, yet 
technically sophisticated online 
national “Democracy Forum” 
(with appropriate safeguards to 
prevent corruption and fraud) 
whereby the public can submit 
and amend proposals for policy 
solutions. Policy measures that 
reach a certain high threshold 
of public support, particularly 
support across the ideological 
spectrum, are automatically 
put to the legislators to take 
meaningful action upon. If support 
is great enough, policy can bypass 
politicians altogether.

Steps 1 and 2 above give the 
citizenry more power, but it will 
not necessarily help the citizenry 

make wiser and 
more compassionate 
policy. Just because 
a lot of people want 
something, doesn’t 
mean it’s a good idea. 
That is the purpose of 
step three.

3. Get the most 
out of the public’s 
collective wisdom 
by building the 
Democracy Forum 
with the same 
technological power 
that is currently 
h i g h l i g h t i n g , 
emphasizing, and 
circulating the 
most divisive and 
polarizing ideas in 
social media, except 
point that technology 

in the opposite direction. Use the 
artifi cial intelligence-enhanced 
social media algorithms to 
accelerate our compassion, 
maturity, shared understanding and 
other virtues that create a context 
where solutions can be refi ned 
and revealed that far exceed the 
level of support and effi cacy of the 
solutions produced by the current 
system. We need contexts where 
we feel safe being vulnerable in 
order to actually work together.

The way it is now, improvement 
on policy tends to end as soon as a 
majority is reached, and often, the 
entire problem-solving process is 
premised on false choices between 
values (ex. protecting the planet vs 
improving quality of life) that are 
not actually mutually exclusive.

A fi nal feature of this system 
is allowing people who have 
achieved a large amount of public 
trust and expertise on given issue 
areas (think of how different hosts 
on AirBnB or sellers on Amazon 
are given public scores on relevant 
criteria) to have disproportionate 
infl uence on policy in those areas.

These steps are not a 
comprehensive map to rebirthing 
democracy, but they serve as a 
viable starting point. An outline. 

Eldercare Counseling Available
By phone: 802-388-3983

By email: elawson@elderlyservices.org

Worried About Your
Elderly Relative?

� e Garden Patch
Patricia A. Hannaford Career Center

51 Charles Avenue, Middlebury VT | (802)-382-1073
Proceeds Bene� t Middlebury FFA Chapter

Vegetables-Annuals-Perennials
Hanging Baskets-Herbs

We will be open 
Monday, May 2-Friday, May 27, 2022 

for in-person sales only, 
while supplies last.

Monday-Friday, 9 am-2 pm and Saturdays, 9 am-1 pm.

Website orders and curbside pickup are not available 
this year.

For the second year, products will also be available 
at Aubuchon Hardware in Middlebury for the same 

prices during their regular store hours.

especially the research of scientists 
like William R. Moomaw of Tufts 
University and his introduction 
of the term “Proforestation,” 
the state-of-the-art in science 
now tells us that old and mature 
trees and their contiguous forests 
are needed to help mitigate the 
climate emergency, as the oldest 
trees absorb the greatest amount 
of carbon dioxide. In addition, 
clean, oxygenated air, fresh water, 
and abundant diversity of habitat 
are also produced by our intact, 
undisturbed mature and older 
forests.

Places like the White Rocks 
Recreation area in the Green 
Mountain National Forest, which 
is slated for more than 11,000 
acres of invasive “management 
practices” (that translate into clear 
cuts and profi ts going to the timber 
industry), has a particularly large 
concentration of old trees. There 
are efforts now to stop the logging 
in that area. The organization 

Standing Trees is signifi cantly 
helping that effort, at standingtrees.
org.

This Arbor Day, and on future 
Arbor Days to come, may we as 
a people refl ect on and celebrate 
the knowledge and wisdom 
regarding our remaining old and 
mature trees and forests. May we 
have the wisdom to help preserve 
what is left of these special trees, 
which take sometimes up to 100 
years to grow. They are priceless 
for what they offer to supporting 
life on Earth. May we work with 
our local timber industry to help 
bring in balance with our differing 
views, and may we also create new 
legislation that refl ects a respect for 
what the current science is telling 

us, to leave the old and mature 
trees alone. 

May we recognize that we no 
longer have the time to wait for 
newly planted tree seedlings to 
grow up or the time to wait for new 
management practices that aim to 
create conditions for old growth 
forests in the distant future. The 
critical time is now, to integrate 
current science into how and why 
we protect, care for, and reframe 
our use of older and maturing 
forests into a more life sustaining 
course for future generations.

This Arbor Day, may we refl ect 
on these things.

Thank you,
Jennifer Vyhnak

Bristol

Vyhnak letter
(Continued from Page 4A)

Letters to the Editor

Memorial Day: Let us not forget what they did for us
As Memorial Day approaches it 

is a time to refl ect upon what we 
are called to remember.

As one of the few remaining 
members of the so-named 
“Greatest Generation,” I hope we 
can take the time to remember 
why we are a free nation and at 
what cost.

We study the American 
Revolution in school, but do 
we learn of the more recent 
revolutions, WWI and WWII? 
During WWI, America rose to 
the threat of the undermining of 
world peace. Merely 20 years 
later we were impelled to do it 
again. We learned that Nazism 
was impregnating the vulnerable 
minds of those who were fi nally 
recovering from the idea that their 
loss of WWI — the war to end all 
wars — could never happen again. 
They allowed one charismatic 
man, Adolph Hitler, to give false 
hope of a stable future ideally for 
Germany to become once again a 
force in the world. It soon became 

obvious that this was not the case 
as his hatred for Jews became 
a fearful reality and part of his 
desire to invade virtually all of 
Europe.

While America pondered the 
dangerous display of terror that 
Nazism posed, Japan attacked 
our naval base at Pearl Harbor, 
Hawaii. We were suddenly at war 
with Japan and also Germany. 
Names like Wake, Kwajalein, 
Guadalcanal, Saipan, Iwo Jima, 
Okinawa, Midway, Pacifi c Islands 
rolled off our lips. The European 
War brought the names of Anzio, 
Sicily, Casablanca, Normandy, 
Paris, Berlin to our new 
vocabulary. Boys barely past their 
childhood enlisted to serve their 
country. Soon every able-bodied 
man was conscripted to fi ght for 
our freedom.

This Memorial Day, we may 
remember D-Day — maybe not. 
That day, June 6, 1944 was the 
day that brave men from America, 
Great Britain and Canada stormed 

the beaches of Normandy, France. 
The beaches were named Utah 
Beach, Omaha Beach, Gold 
Beach and Juno Beach. 3,000 
heroes lost their lives in that one 
day. This endeavor was named 
Overlord. During that ensuing 
Allied campaign to liberate 
Europe from Nazi control, it’s 
estimated that America lost 
135,000 men. Meanwhile, the 
Nazis exterminated 6 million Jews 
during the Holocaust.

At the same time, America was 
embroiled in the bloody war in 
the South Pacifi c. 111,606 soldiers 
were killed in that war. Finally, 
in 1945, Germany and Japan 
surrendered. The fi nal tally of 
American men lost was 405,399, 
not to mention the warriors 
missing in action and wounded.

This Memorial Day let us 
remember that the freedom we 
enjoy is not free.

We promised never to forget.
Jean Panicucci

MiddleburyBut how can 
technology help 
improve our 
government? 
Well I’m glad I 
asked, so that 
I can go ahead 
and answer 
right now: I call 
this concept 
an Online 
Democracy 
Forum. I can 
explain it pretty 
well in three 
steps.

Lettersto the editor
The Addison Independent 

encourages you to write letters to the 
editor. 

We print signed letters only. Include 
an address and telephone number, 
too, so we can clear up any questions.

Send it to: Letters to the Editor, 
Addison Independent, 58 Maple St., 
Middlebury, VT 05753. Or email to 
news@addisonindependent.com.

Leters can be found 
on Pages 4A,

5A, 7A and 9A.

 

14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDDLEBURY, VT  |  802-388-3371
OPEN TUESDAY—SATURDAY, 7AM-4PM | SUNDAY 8AM-2PM

OtterCreekBakery.com

Bread, pastries, and cookies 
now offered at Pratt’s!

Limited retail quantities delivered
on Wednesday and Saturday afternoon!

Unable to make it 
into Middlebury?

Craving a sandwich 
on our fluffy bread?

Stop at Pratt’s Deli in Bridport and
order a sandwich on our Sourdough Rye

or Classic Honey Oat Bread.
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Many people are planning for their funeral in advance 
in a sincere effort to ease the stress loved ones will face 

at an emotional time. It takes only a little time and 
can be handled in the privacy of your home or at the 

Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral Home.

Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral Home 
117 South Main St. Middlebury, VT 

802-388-2311
sandersonfuneralservice.com

Planning
Planning for Your Funeral,

the Smart Thing to Do…

If you want a monument - get it from a monument dealer!

Celebrating 92 years | 1930-2022

57 Main St., New Haven   |   802-453-3433 
CleggsMemorials.com    |   info@cleggsmemorials.com

WE DO OUR OWN
Dra� ing  •  Lettering  •  Sandblast 

Cleaning   •   Foundations
Setting  •  Restoration

EXPERIENCE  |  QUALITY  |  VALUE

Family owned and operatedFamily owned and operated
Addison county’s ONLY full ONLY full ONLY

service monument companyservice monument company

C LEGGS 
M E MORIALS

BARRE 
GRANITE

ASSOCIATION
RETAIL

MEMBER

If you answered “Yes!” to either of these questions, consider sponsoring or participating in our event!If you answered “Yes!” to either of these questions, consider sponsoring or participating in our event!

Do you like golf?  Would you like to support TWO worthy causes?Do you like golf?  Would you like to support TWO worthy causes?
For the first time ever, Addison County Home Health and Hospice (ACHHH) and Middlebury 
Rotary are teaming up to co-host the 21st Annual Buster Brush Memorial Golf Outing!

The outing will take place on Friday, May 20 at the beautiful Ralph Myhre Golf Course 
at Middlebury College. We are actively seeking sponsors and players who want to enjoy a 
fun outing while supporting two great organizations that help this 
community every day. 
For more information please contact: 
Neil Mackey (Middlebury Rotary) 
802-238-3865 or cometovt@gmail.com

Maureen Conrad (ACHHH)
802-382-3258 or mconrad@achhh.org

ObituariesADDISON
COUNTY

Allen Earl Farnsworth, 85, of Waltham
TAMPA, Fla. — Allen Earl 

Farnsworth, 85, passed away 
March 15, 2022, in Tampa, Fla. 
Mr. Farnsworth was born Aug. 2, 
1936, in Ferrisburgh, Vt., to Earl 
and Marguerite (Allen) Farnsworth. 
Allen is survived by his wife 
Carol, sons Jeffrey and Paul, Paul’s 
children Piper and Walter, his sister 
Joanne Woolery (and Maynard 
Thompson), and her son Wayne 
(and Michelle), and their children 
Ryan and Katie.

Allen worked on the family 
dairy farm in Waltham, Vt., until 
he graduated from Vergennes 
High School. He then enlisted 
in the Navy, where he served on 
active duty from 1954 to 1957. 
He ultimately retired as a Master 
Sergeant from the National Guard 
after serving with the Army Guard 
from 1975 to 1981, and the Air 
Guard from 1981 to 1996. He was 
proud of the fact that he served in 
three branches of the military.

Allen’s civilian career started as 
a jet engine technician for Pratt and 
Whitney aircraft in Hartford, Conn. 
He then served in various disciplines 
as a Vermont State Employee for the 
Vergennes Weeks School, multiple 
human services offi ces, and in 2001 
completed his 35-year career as a 
VT Occupational, Safety & Health 
Agency Consultant.

Allen married Carol Ann 

ALLEN EARL FARNSWORTH

Webster of Old Town and Portland, 
Maine, on June 23, 1962, and 
they eventually made their home 
in Waltham, Vt., where he built 
High Manor Park on Green Street. 
He took much pride in building 
and maintaining a high-quality, 
manufactured housing community 
for persons age 55 and older. Allen 
served the Town of Waltham for 
many years as a Lister, and on the 
Planning and Zoning Commission, 
and he regularly donated to Habitat 
for Humanity. Allen was also a 
member of the American Legion.

Allen was a very social person, 
and he had many friends with 
whom he was not afraid to engage 
in conversation about politics, the 

latest news, or pending legislation. 
Allen would read the newspaper 
on a daily basis, complete the 
Word Jumble and Sudoku, check 
the obituaries, Day-In-Court, and 
Police Logs. He lovingly engaged 
with people, and would light up a 
room wherever he was.

Allen also loved his winter home 
in Betmar Acres, Zephyrhills, 
Fla., where he enjoyed activities 
such as golf, tennis, pickleball, 
cribbage, billiards, ping-pong, 
and shuffl eboard. He was always 
competitive and vocal about 
whatever activity he was engaged 
in, and would say things like “I 
can’t believe you just got that!” to 
his opponent.

Allen’s biggest love and joy were 
his wonderful grandchildren, Piper 
and Walter. He spent as much time 
as possible playing, teaching, and 
mentoring them. He will be dearly 
missed by all.

A memorial service will be held 
at the Vergennes Congregational 
Church on Saturday, June 4, at 2 
p.m. An interment service, with 
military honors, will take place at 
the Vermont Veterans Memorial 
Cemetery, in Randolph, Vt., on 
Monday, June 6, at 1 p.m. In lieu 
of fl owers, please donate to Habitat 
for Humanity, 27 N. Pleasant St, 
Charter House, Middlebury, VT 
05753.◊

BRANDON — Bill “Sonny” 
Brooks, passed away on May 5, 
2022, after a long illness.

His children, Lori Brooks Barish, 
Kim Miner, Kelly Brooks and 
Lynn Miner remember him as a 
devoted father and a self-made 
man. Grandchildren Adam, Aaron, 
Lora, Josh, Jacob and three great-
grandchildren use the wisdom he 
imparted every day.

Bill built a successful legacy 
developing a reputation as the “egg 
man,” delivering to local markets 
out of a small pickup truck; from the 
earnings, he graduated to investing 
in real estate, erecting homes with 
the help of a small team. The effort 
spawned a career that he would 
continue for the rest of his life.

Bill had many passions: He was 
an avid adventurer, spending most 
winter weekends riding trails local 
and afar; he enjoyed boating, and 

he and a couple of mates sailed the 
Caribbean; he even tried his hand 
at cattle ranching in Brandon for a 
time.

Bill was married to Lorraine A. 
Brooks (Pratt) for 41 years, until her 
passing in 1999. Rachel Chartrand 
has been Bill’s loving companion 
for 20 years.

Burial will be privately held with 
family, but friends are invited to a 
celebration of his life on Sunday, 
May 15, at 31 Mountain Meadows, 
Brandon, Vt., from 1-3 p.m.

Memorial gifts in lieu of fl owers 
may be made in his memory to 
Rutland County Humane Society, 
765 Stevens Road, Pittsford, 
VT 05763 or to Brandon Senior 
Citizens, 1591 Forest Dale Road, 
Brandon, VT 05733.

Arrangements are under the 
direction of the Miller & Ketcham 
Funeral Home in Brandon.◊

William E. Brooks of Brandon

MIDDLEBURY — Joyce Ann 
(Morin) Dupoise, age 60, passed 
away unexpectedly at her home 
in Middlebury on Friday, May 6, 
2022.

Joyce was born the fi fth of seven 
children to Rejean and Arlene 
(Whitney) Morin on Jan. 23, 
1962. She attended Middlebury 
Union High School but ultimately 
received her GED from Vermont 
Adult Learning.

Joyce dedicated her life to the 
care of others. She was employed 
at the Counseling Service of 
Addison County, working with 
the developmentally disabled. She 
transitioned her employment from 
working in residential homes to 
opening her home to clients as a 
developmental home.

Joyce was passionate about 
her family and traveling. Her 
grandchildren and her beloved 
Ziggy were the light of her life. To 
meet her once was to become her 

JOYCE ANN (MORIN) 
DUPOISE

friend and soon her family. Joyce 
loved meeting new people and 
was always talking to someone, 
stranger or not. She always tried to 
make others smile and have a good 
day.

She is survived by her loving 

life partner of 36 years, Craig P. 
Dupoise; twin daughters, Megan 
Dupoise-Chandler and family of 
Leicester, and Dannielle Dupoise 
and family of Brandon; four  
brothers, Oral Morin, David Morin, 
Jan Morin and Robert “Bob” Morin; 
and her cherished grandchildren, 
Landon Popp and Idaylia and Chloe 
Dupoise-Chandler. Joyce was 
predeceased by her parents, brother 
Ricky Morin, sister Kathy Houle, 
cousin Nathan “Nate” Jackson and 
nephew Abraham “Abe” Seeley.

A celebration of life will be held 
at the Veterans of Foreign War on 
Exchange Street in Middlebury, 
Vt., on Sunday, May 15, at 1 p.m. 
She would want us to celebrate her 
life, not mourn her death, so that’s 
what we will do. Come celebrate 
with us and let’s remember all the 
good times we had with her.

Arrangements are under the 
direction of Miller & Ketcham 
Funeral Home in Brandon.◊

Joyce Ann (Morin) Dupoise, 60, of Middlebury

PANTON — Jeffrey Minns of 
Panton died surrounded by his 
family, on May 7, 2022, after a 
lengthy battle with Alzheimer’s. 
He was born in Akron, Ohio, on 
Dec. 28, 1946, to Edith (Paige) 
and Rupert Minns. Jeff spent a lot 
of time in Vermont’s Northeast 
Kingdom as a child, visiting family 
and fi shing with his grandfather. 
After attending Western Reserve 
Academy in Hudson, Ohio, on 
a full scholarship, he was drawn 
permanently back to Vermont and 
studied English at Middlebury 
College.

Jeff enjoyed Shakespeare and 
poetry and could recite almost any 
poem upon request. He especially 
loved Walt Kelly’s Pogo and had 
a huge collection of his works, 
which he had memorized. Jeff was 
athletic and played varsity football 
and soccer, wrestled and ran track 
at Reserve. He enjoyed hunting and 
fi shing, doing crossword puzzles, 
and puns.

During and after college, he 

JEFFREY MINNS
worked at the North 40, Dog Team 
Tavern, Palmer’s Dairy, and Bud’s 
Market. Eventually Jeff settled 
on a teaching career and taught 
English and Latin for many years 
at Vergennes Union High School, 
where he was also a soccer and 
wrestling coach. After taking one 
computer course, Jeff was hooked 
and switched gears and fi nished his 

teaching years at MUMS teaching 
computer skills. He also drove a 
school bus for numerous fi eld trips 
and sporting events since the early 
‘70s.

Jeff preferred to stay home, 
inventing tools and gadgets and 
was an avid “collector.” He was 
able to repair almost anything. He 
loved vegetable gardening and 
often had a stand for the overfl ow 
at the end of the driveway. After his 
wife, Joy, forced him to accompany 
her to Hawaii in 2007, his outlook 
changed and he returned there often 
and even allowed himself to be 
dragged off to Germany, Austria, 
and Hungary.

Jeff married Joy Ostovitz in 
1976 and they had two dearly 
loved children, Jennifer and Jason. 
He was predeceased by his parents 
and his brother, Mark. He leaves 
behind his wife and children, his 
sister Susan (Dennis) Leipold, 
Gregory (Tina) Minns, Roger 
(Dolly) Minns, and Mariedith 
(Ken) Massey.

A memorial service will be held 
at the Christian Reformed Church 
in Vergennes on Saturday, May 21, 
at 11 a.m. A reception will be held 
there from noon-2 p.m.

The family thanks the staff 
at EastView, who made Jeff’s 
fi nal months cheerful and 
comfortable. Memorial gifts may 
be sent to the Panton Community 
Church and Camp Ta-kum-ta. 
To send online condolences to 
his family, please visit www.
brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com.◊

Jeffrey Minns, 75, of Panton

VERGENNES — Walter J. 
Young passed away peacefully May 
7, 2022, after a brief illness. He was 
born Oct. 6, 1932. He was the son 
of Walter Young Sr. and Catherine 
(Rivers) Young of Vergennes.

He worked for 33 years as an 
accountant at Simmonds Precision. 
Walter was an avid hunter and 
enjoyed spending time with his 
father in the woods. He enjoyed 
investing and was very generous 
with his gains. He was a member of 
St. Peters Catholic Church, holding 
fast to his faith until the very end of 
his life.

All who knew Walter will 
remember him as an animated 
storyteller. He loved to talk about 
his youth. His mother ran the 
telephone company from their 
home while father served as the 
postmaster in Vergennes. Walter 
had a vibrant personality and will be 
missed dearly.

He is survived by his sister Jean 
and numerous nieces and nephews. 
He is predeceased by his father, 
mother and sisters, Olive and Mary. 

I want to thank the staff at UVM 
Medical Center and the McClure 

WALTER J. YOUNG
Miller Respite House for their love 
and support during the past few 
weeks of Walter’s life. In lieu of 
fl owers donations can be made to 
Age Well of Addison County.

A Mass of Christian burial will be 
celebrated 1:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 
May 18, at St. Peter’s Catholic 
Church in Vergennes. Interment 
will be at St. Peter’s Cemetery 
in Vergennes. To send online 
condolences to his family please visit 
www.brownmcclayfuneralhomes.
com.◊

Walter J. Young, 89, of Vergennes

FERRISBRUGH — A 
celebration of life for former 
Weybridge resident Glenn Van 
Stephenson, who died Nov. 1, 
2021, will be held at the Button 
Bay Pavilion, Button Bay State 
Park, Ferrisburgh, on Sunday, June 
5, at 1 p.m.◊

GLENN VAN STEPHENSON

Glenn Van 
Stephenson 

celebration of life

STARKSBORO — There will be 
an open house celebration of life for 
James E. Hunt, who passed away 
unexpectedly on Feb. 6, 2022. We 
will gather informally to celebrate 
Jim’s life on Sunday, May 22, 
2022, at Common Ground Center, 
473 Tatro Road in Starksboro, Vt., 
from noon until 4 p.m. Please drive 
slowly and observe the 15 mph 
speed limit on Tatro Road.

Food and drink will be provided.◊

JAMES E. HUNT

James E. Hunt 
celebration of life

BRISTOL — Sheila M. 
Carpenter, 80, passed away 
Saturday, May 7, 2022 at Green 
Mountain Nursing Home in 
Colchester.

A graveside service will be held 
at 11 a.m. on Thursday, May 19, at 
Mt. St. Joseph Cemetery in Bristol. 
In lieu of fl owers contributions 
may be made to American Diabetes 
Association Vermont Affi liate, 77 
Hegeman Ave., Colchester, VT 
05446.

The full obituary will be 
in next week’s paper. To 
send online condolences to 
her family please visit www.
brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com◊

SHEILA M. CARPENTER

Sheila M. 
Carpenter, 80, of 

Bristol
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FUNERAL
MEMORIAL 
SERVICE
CREMATION
PRE-PLANNING   

SERVICES

BROWN-McCLAY
FUNERAL HOMES

BRISTOL
802-453-2301

VERGENNES
802-877-3321

brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com

Allow Future Generations
to celebrate and remember a loved one

with a personalized memorial

We offer Cleaning, Onsite lettering, Sand blasting,
Drafting, Delivery, Installation 

A locally-owned Addison county business • Free consultations

At the corners of Rt 116 & 17, Bristol, VT
802-453-2226   |   www.livingstonfarm.com

WIMETT
TRADING COMPANY

802•465•4688

USED

David Wimett, 35 Years Experience
C. Michael Jackman, 40 Years Experience
2668 Route 7 • Leicester, VT 05733 • wimetttradingco@gmail.com

Wimett Trading Company
at the Big White Barn in Leicester

802-465-4688 

2015 TOYOTA TACOMA 
DBL Cab, V6, Auto, 4x4, 97k miles

$27,995

AFFORDABLE, SAFE & RELIABLE
USED CARS AND TRUCKS

We also buy cars, 
locate specialty orders 

& consider consignments 
Call Dave for an appointment

2014 TOYOTA 4-RUNNER 
SR5, V6, Auto, 4x4, 133k miles

$25,995

2019 TOYOTA TUNDRA 
DBL Cab, 5.7L V8, Auto, 4x4, 61k miles

$39,895

2010 TOYOTA TUNDRA 
DBL Cab, 5.7L V8, Auto, 4x4,

$13,995
More than  a decadeof delivering Quality!

 WIMETT’S TOYOTA SUPER SALE! WIMETT’S TOYOTA SUPER SALE!

2017 TOYOTA RAV 4 
LE, 4-Cyl, Auto, AWD, Only 18k miles!

$26,995

Obituaries
ADDISON
COUNTY

Barbara Jean White, 73, of Ferrisburgh
FERRISBURGH — Barbara 

Jean White, 73, born Nov. 19, 
1948, passed away peacefully at 
her home in Ferrisburgh, Vt., with 
her beloved dog Baby by her side 
on May 8, 2022. Barbara leaves 
behind her husband, children, 
stepchildren, sisters, brother, 
nieces, nephews, grandchildren, 
and many friends, including her 
lifetime friend she knew since they 
were in their mommies’ bellies. 
Barbara was predeceased by a son, 
her parents, and a sister. Not a day 
went by that she didn’t miss them 
all. 

Barbara was born and raised 
in Vermont, where she spent her 
entire life. She worked for the 
State of Vermont since she was 18, 
where she would eventually retire. 
In her retirement she worked part-
time for Field Automotive for her 
baby brother, as she affectionately 
called him, and later for one of 
her nieces at Vergennes Discount 
Food. Both jobs were in Vergennes, 
and both kept her in contact with 

BARBARA JEAN WHITE

the community she loved.
Barbara went by several names, 

depending on how you knew her. 
She was Bubba, Babs and Barb, but 
her favorite and the one that brought 
her the most joy was Dada. She 
loved spending time with family 
and friends. She always arrived 
with a smile and her famous cooler. 

She was a gem, she was stubborn, 
she was the life of the party, fi rst to 
laugh, fi rst to cry, fi rst to hug, and 
always, always made you smile. 

Barbara loved fl owers; she had 
a beautiful array in her front yard. 
She loved to make soup and stay 
home on Sundays to cook, change 
her sheets and take a bath. She 
loved traveling to Eleuthera with 
friends, she loved live music, and 
most importantly she loved life. 
She was a social butterfl y, loved to 
watch her shows with friends, have 
a bonfi re, have a drink, and smile 
and laugh. Barbara was the most 
selfl ess person; she always put 
everyone’s needs before her own. 
Always. She will be greatly missed 
by all that knew her, because to 
know her was to love her. May 
your soul and spirit fl y Barbara.

The graveside service will be a 
private event for family and close 
friends. In lieu of fl owers, please 
consider a donation to Vergennes 
Area Rescue quad or Turning Point 
Center of Addison County.◊

MIDDLEBURY — Kenneth M. 
Wilkins, 96, of Middlebury, Vt., 
passed away peacefully on May 6, 
2022.

Ken was born on June 5, 1925, 
to Mark Wilkins and Doris Cox 
Wilkins of Oakland, Calif. Finishing 
Freemont High School in 1942, Ken 
was unable to attend his graduation 
ceremony: He had already left for 
his service in the U.S. Navy, where 
he proudly served his country as 
the sonar operator on the U.S.S. 
Skate (SS-305) in the War in the 
Pacifi c. He married his high school 
sweetheart, Phyllis Bullock, also of 
Oakland, Calif., and they lived for 
a time in San Diego until he was 
discharged. 

Ken attended UC Berkeley on 
the GI Bill and studied electrical 
engineering. He worked as an 
electrical systems salesman with 
Graybar Electric until 1975, 
and then went into business for 
himself, representing electrical 
manufacturers. 

After Phyllis’s death in 1999, 
Ken met Alexandra Baker of 
Middlebury, Vt., on a 2001 
Elderhostel tour of China, and they 
were married in 2002.

KENNETH M. WILKINS

Ken was a passionate sailor and 
fi sherman, a model train enthusiast, 
a hobby winemaker, an enthusiastic 
gardener, and an avid reader. He 
loved to travel and saw most of 
the world during his travel years. 
He continued to participate in the 
U.S. Submarine Veterans Green 
Mountain Base until his death. 
His outgoing nature and keen wit 
made him friends wherever he 
went. Through all the phases of his 
life, he never lost his great sense 
of humor — and he always had a 

program.
Ken was predeceased by his 

wife, Phyllis; his sister, Diane; 
and two brothers, Mark and 
Don. He is survived by his wife, 
Alexandra Baker of Middlebury, 
Vt.; a daughter, Nancy Wilkins 
of Bainbridge Island, Wash.; 
a grandson, Reed Linenberger 
(Sohaila Maleki) of Boise, Idaho; 
and two great-grandchildren, Finley 
and Rowan; nieces, including Linda 
Crownholm of Walnut Creek, Calif. 
and Eileen Marston of Santa Cruise, 
Calif.; stepchildren Lawrence Baker 
(Blythe Stover) and Elizabeth 
Baker (Xiaobing Tang), and step-
grandchildren Brea, Ryan, Mac, 
Tessa, Katerina, and Nikolai.

Ken, we will miss your punctual 
martinis — may it always be 5 
o’clock where you are. Fair winds 
and following seas on your Eternal 
Patrol.

A memorial service at St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church in Middlebury 
and interment at the town cemetery 
will be held on June 17. In lieu of 
fl owers, please consider a donation 
to the U.S.S. Vermont Support 
Group, 331 Harte Circle, Williston, 
VT 05495 or ussvermont.org/.◊

Kenneth M. Wilkins, 96, of Middlebury

The Independent will publish paid obituaries and free notices of passing. Paid obituaries cost 25 cents per word 
and will be published, as submitted, on the date of the family’s choosing. For those who do not wish to purchase an 
obituary, the Independent offers a free notice of passing up to 100 words, subject to editing by our news department. 
Photos (optional) with either paid obituaries or free notices cost $10 per photo. Obituaries may be emailed to obits@
addisonindependent.com.

Submissions must be received by 11 a.m. on Wednesday for publication in the Thursday paper. Email obits@
addisonindependent.com or call 802-388-4944 for more information.

Obituary Guidelines

Governor Phil Scott
1-800-649-6825 (Vt. only) 

 802-828-3333
109 State Street, Pavillion

Montpelier, Vermont 05609-0101
www.vermont.gov/governor
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Letters to the Editor

Problems in schools not just the result of COVID
In a recent editorial 

(“Challenging times for schools”; 
April 14), Angelo Lynn too simply 
dismisses the challenges in our 
schools, saying “the pandemic 
has upset the apple cart” and that 
it is “no one’s fault.” Christine 
Wadsworth, in a letter to the editor 
in that same issue of the paper, 
“ACSD struggles tied to decisions 
by leadership” uses stronger, 
more appropriate terms, blaming 
district-wide troubles on “awful, 
and avoidable, management 
decisions.” It is a shame that Lynn 
preemptively undercuts her letter 
in his own editorial, questioning if 
her letter “is close to its mark” and 
seeming to blame the messenger 
a bit for not working “together 
to solve problems without fi rst 
casting blame.”

I’ll speak to the situation at 
ACSD and MUMS, since my 
spouse teaches there, my daughter 
is in the 6th grade, and I lead 
an extracurricular club there. I 
do not exaggerate when I say 
that MUMS is in crisis; many 
faculty have left, or will not 
return; students are departing for 
other schools, and many classes 
are taught for extended times 
by substitute teachers. Until the 
superintendent and board publicly 
acknowledge that moving the 6th 
grade without adequate staffi ng, 
planning, or support was a 
monumental mistake, the problems 
will not be rectifi ed. This is a 
case where identifying mistakes, 
and apportioning blame, are 
appropriate and necessary if we are 
to correct them. The pandemic did 
not cause the problems, but it did 
make them show up in sharp relief.

There has been a leadership 
vacuum at MUMS for several 
years, with turnover, staff 
shuffl ing, and little heed paid to the 
warnings raised by teachers about 
the 6th-grade move. The only 

MUMS administrator with more 
than just this year’s experience 
at MUMS is leaving, and none 
of them were present when 
MUMS was a highly regarded 
middle school, praised throughout 
the district. Now, the district’s 
commitment to the middle school 
model itself seems questionable. 

The schedule, staffi ng, and 
administration seem to have 
reverted to a junior high model. 
I too, am hopeful, and wish 
Michaela Wisell success next 
year at MUMS, as she brings 
something very valuable to the 
table: relationships with many of 
the students from her time at Mary 
Hogan. But too many veteran 
teachers will not be there next year. 
Just like the Addison Independent
published an article on student 
service positions that need to be 
fi lled in MAUSD, we need to 
know what the staffi ng situation 
looks like in ACSD, and MUMS 
in particular. Exit interviews with 
departing staff should be held to 
determine the real causes behind 
departures, conducted by someone 
outside the traditional teacher/
supervisor chain. Additionally, a 
more in-depth look at the fi nances 
of the IB program, and its impact 
on staffi ng, is long overdue. There 
are a number of former classroom 
teachers who have been moved 
into IB coaching roles with little 
actual student contact. There were 
6th-grade teachers who were let 
go or reassigned at the end of the 
2021 school year. How might 
they have helped if they had been 
moved to MUMS with the students 
instead?

Lastly, the approval of staff 
bonuses reported in the Apr. 28 
edition “ACSD approves staff 
bonuses” and “MAUSD to pay 
out extra cash” are described as 
retention bonuses in both districts. 
One troubling detail, however, 

is that these bonuses will also 
be paid to new hires. Let that 
sink in a moment. The language 
of the retention bonus describes 
employees who have “persevered 
through ...the past two-plus years 
of coronavirus conditions” but 
if they retire or otherwise do not 
return next year, their replacement 
will get that bonus after absolutely 
no service to the district during the 
pandemic: “one single payment in 
June 2023 (for new employees).” 

Turning retention bonuses into 
hiring bonuses is a slap in the face 
to the faculty and staff who have 
been the glue that held our schools, 
and our community, together 
during this global pandemic. Those 
bonuses should be reclassifi ed as 
hazard duty pay for all staff who 
served during the pandemic. 

A MUHS science teacher, 
Kourtney Penatzer, spoke during 
public comment at the April 11 
ACSD board meeting. She had 
asked for, and been denied, an 
appearance during executive 
session, so instead she read a 
prepared statement. I’m glad 
she did, because now her story 
is out in public. She was forced 
to re-interview for her position 
because of the late date on which 
she was hired last year, and 
despite satisfactory evaluations 
from supervisors and students, 
she was let go in favor of a new 
applicant. This is absolutely 
appalling treatment for someone 
who sacrifi ced to be here, and 
sacrifi ced throughout this past 
school year. And her replacement 
will get a $1,000 bonus next June. 
Watch her public comment; it’s 
available online at Middlebury 
Community Television. And read 
Christina Wadsworth’s letter, as it 
has tangible steps to help remedy 
some of these problems.

Kurt Broderson
Middlebury

When Donald Trump was in 
offi ce, he and Mitch McConnell 
made three lifetime appointments 
to the Supreme Court. McConnell 
went so far as to defy Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg’s dying wish — that 
the next president appoint her 
replacement — by packing the 
Court with Amy Coney Barrett 
just eight days before the 2020 
election.

The result? Today’s Supreme 
Court has been taken over by a 

hyper-partisan supermajority that 
is on the verge of dismantling 
abortion care in America.

But there’s something we can 
do. The Judiciary Act of 2021 
would add four seats to the 
Supreme Court bench — restoring 
balance to the court. It’s the 
solution we need to move away 
from the extremely partisan rulings 
that now threaten our fundamental 
freedoms. Recent polling showed 
that the majority of voters support 

expanding the court.
Congress has changed the size 

of the Supreme Court seven times 
already in our nation’s history. 
It’s time to do it again. I’m urging 
our representatives to back this 
important bill now so we know 
they want to protect the rights of 
the American people. The stakes 
are too high to stay quiet on this 
important issue.

Elissa Cobb
Bristol

Supreme Court balance requires additional justices

VERGENNES — Every year, 
each high school in the United 
States may choose at least one 
sophomore to represent them at 
their state’s Hugh O’Brien Youth 
Leadership (HOBY) Seminar. 
This year, Vergennes Union High 
School’s HOBY Ambassadors are 
Sam Moriglioni and Zoe Reid-St. 
John. 

Moriglioni and Reid-St. John 
were nominated and selected for this 
honor based on their demonstrated 
and potential leadership skills and 
traits. The two will attend the HOBY 
Seminar on May 26-29. This year’s 
seminar will be held at Vermont 
Technical College (Randolph 
Campus). 

HUGH O’Brian Leaders chosen at VUHS

VUHS HUGH O’BRIEN Leadership Seminar selectees for this year 
are Zoe Reid-St. John, left, and Sam Moriglioni.

On Wednesday we attended a 
Vigil for Reproductive Justice 
held on the town green. It was 
organized by pastors Andy Nagy-
Benson and Elizabeth Gleich 
of the Congregational Church, 
UCC. Pastor Elizabeth led the 
event, and she was joined by 
Emily Joselson and Rebecca 
Gould from the Havurah Jewish 
Community. We were invited to 
be present as part of a group who 
sang a spiritual that was inspired 
by the life of Congressman John 
Lewis. Attendance at the 5 p.m. 
event was modest, though perhaps 

surprisingly good in light of the 
day’s gloom and a steady drizzle.

What we heard and experienced 
brought rays of hope and bright 
sunshine to Middlebury. We heard 
a pastor from a local church, who 
is also a new mother, speak from 
her Christian faith with deep 
conviction about the complexities 
and tragedies that too often face 
women in our nation. We heard her 
defend the need for women to have 
full access to reproductive health 
care. We heard her defend the 
rights of women to control their 
own bodies and to make their own 

decisions about whether and when 
to have families, and to make those 
decisions even and especially at 
times of personal crisis. We heard 
Pastor Elizabeth speak from deeply 
personal experiences when her 
faith compels her to take a public 
stand. It seemed in vivid contrast 
to the usual media portrayals of 
Christianity.

We also saw women 
spokespersons from different 
religious traditions, Christian and 
Jewish, engaging these troubling 
issues. Emily Joselson reviewed 

Vigil for Reproductive Justice powerful, inspiring

(See Emerson, Page 9A)

Letters on pages 4A, 5A, 7A and 9A
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By CHRISTOPHER ROSS 
STARKSBORO — A pair 

of Addison County Regional 
Planning Commission projects 
aimed at addressing issues in 
the Lewis Creek watershed in 
Starksboro have been selected to 
receive Vermont Flood Resilient 
Communities Fund grants totaling 
more than $113,000.

One project will clear an old 
bridge out of one of the creek’s 
tributaries. The other will study 
an area of the creek that’s prone to 
flooding.

The $4.8 million Flood Resilient 
Communities Fund (FRCF), which 
is made possible with money 
from the American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA), was established 
by the Legislature last year to 
improve landscape and community 
resilience and to reduce the future 
public safety and water quality 
impacts of climate-related flood 
hazards, according to the Vermont 
Department of Public Safety 
website.

“The state has been extremely 
efficient with getting this funding 
out and supportive of these 
projects,” said ACRPC Emergency 
Management Planner Andrew 
L’Roe. “The ARPA funding has 
made it possible to look at projects 
that would otherwise have been 
impossible under existing (Federal 
Emergency Management Agency) 
programs.”

ACRPC’s two Starksboro 
projects are among a dozen 
around the state that will receive 
a combined $2.1 million as part 
of the FRCF’s second round of 
funding, according to an April 26 
media release. An initial round of 
funding in December totaled $2.6 
million.

“It’s clear there’s a strong desire 
to protect against flood damage and 
to make the state a safer place for 
Vermonters,” Gov. Phil Scott said 
in the media release. “I commend 
the communities and organizations 
taking on these projects for their 
vision and commitment.”

ACRPC’s first project — to 
remove old bridge abutments and 
concrete in Hollow Brook, which 

SHOREHAM — The Vermont 
Division for Historic Preservation 
and Vermont Advisory Council 
on Historic Preservation have 
announced the 2022 Barn 
Preservation grant awardees. 
The 22 grants, totaling $299,325, 
were awarded to municipalities, 
nonprofit organizations and 
private barn owners in 11 Vermont 
counties to repair and rehabilitate 
agricultural landmarks. One barn 
in Shoreham is among the 22 that 
will get money for its repair.

“Investing in the preservation of 
Vermont’s vibrant and rich history 
strengthens our communities and 
further enhances the success of 
our future,” Gov. Phil Scott said 
in announcing the awards. “Just as 
importantly, we are putting people 
to work restoring our past and 
creating new opportunities for the 
next generation of Vermonters.”

“This competitive grant 
program has elevated the profile of 
agricultural-based preservation,” 
said Vermont State Historic 
Preservation Officer Laura 
Trieschmann in a press release. 
“The recipients deserve recognition 
for their commitment to historic 
resources that not only recount 
Vermont’s agricultural heritage but 
strengthen the significance of our 
working landscapes.”

Grants awarded this year will 
support projects from Albany to 
Bennington. One Addison County 
project was funded.

In Shoreham, a $15,000 grant 
will go toward the repair of the 
Douglas Orchards Barn on Basin 
Harbor Road. Douglas Orchards 
was conserved by the Vermont 
Land Trust in 2020. It consists of 
184 acres planted with fruit trees 
and berries, offering pick-your-
own strawberries, cherries and 
apples. The farmstead includes 
multiple agricultural buildings 
including a machine shop/barn, 
cold storage building, cider mill 
and a former dairy barn. The oldest 
section of this barn dates to around 

1800.
Matching grant funds will 

address structural repairs, roof 
repairs and replacement of 
deteriorated siding. Once repairs 
are complete, the owners plan to 
expand use of the barn to display 
and retail specialty lumber and 
finished wood products from trees 
harvested on the property. 

Elsewhere in the state, a rare 
and significant masonry “cheese 
house” at Consider Bardwell 
Farm in Pawlet will receive 
funding to complete parging and 
masonry repairs, and multiple 
roof repair/replacement projects 
will be completed in Hardwick, 
South Burlington and Tinmouth. 
Other projects include foundation, 
structural and drainage projects at 
Brookacres Farm in Brattleboro 
and Bread and Puppet Theater’s 
main barn in Glover; foundation 
and flooring work at Bread and 
Butter Farm in Shelburne; and 
structural repairs to the main barn 
at the Hughes Barn Museum in 
Thetford.

“Barns are a critical part of 
Vermont’s landscape. They speak 
to our past and present,” Agriculture 
Secretary Anson Tebbetts said. 
“Restoring and improving these 
impressive structures reinforces 
Vermont’s commitment to a 
working landscape. We are grateful 
to have these dollars so these 
barns can continue to support our 
communities and their owners.”

The Division for Historic 
Preservation administers state-
funded matching grants for the 
repair of Vermont’s historic 
agricultural buildings and 
structures. These grants are 
awarded by the Vermont Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation. 
To qualify, buildings and structures 
must be at least 50 years old and 
listed or eligible to be listed in 
the National Register of Historic 
Places.

For a complete list of the projects 
awarded, visit DHP’s website.

feeds into Lewis Creek — received 
a grant for $81,900.

L’Roe said the application was in 
part inspired by a November 2021 
article in the Addison Independent 
written by Kate Kelly, program 
director for the Lewis Creek 
Association (LCA).

LCA and local homeowners 
have partnered to improve water 
quality and reduce flooding risk in 
Starksboro near Lazy Brook Mobile 
Home Park on Hollow Road, Kelly 
explained. She cited a number of 
issues that have contributed to the 
area’s current condition, including:

• past agricultural practices.
• development.
• the old bridge abutment.
• runoff from roads upstream.
• an inadequately sized culvert.

ACRPC partnered with LCA and 
the Addison County Community 
Trust, which manages the Lazy 
Brook Mobile Home Park, to apply 
for the grant, L’Roe said.

A second Hollow Brook project 
— the construction of a new bridge 
to replace the old one — was 
not tapped for an FCRF grant, 
but L’Roe said the organizations 
will continue seeking funding 
elsewhere.

ACRPC’s second FRCF project, 
a scoping study of Lewis Creek 
Reaches, received a grant of 
$31,500.

The area has seen repeated 
flooding in past years, most 
recently during the Halloween 
Storm of 2019, L’Roe said.

“We wanted to get the ball rolling 

on understanding and evaluating 
engineering options or providing 
recommendations for home 
elevation or offering voluntary 
buyouts if residents feel that’s the 
best option for them.”

ACRPC looks forward to 
helping manage these and other 
projects in the future, he said, and 
the Planning Commission always 
welcomes input from landowners 
and municipalities with ideas 
for projects that might improve 
water quality and improve flood 
resiliency.

For more information visit acrpc.
org.

Reach Christopher 
Ross at christopherr@
addisonindependent.com.

A PORTION OF Lewis Creek near the Starksboro-Bristol town line has been susceptible to flooding 
in recent years, as pictured here in the aftermath of the Halloween storm of 2019. The Addison County 
Regional Planning Commission recently received state climate funding to study the problem.

Photo courtesy of Andrew L’Roe/ACRPC

Starksboro projects net climate funding $300K grant will help 
restore Shoreham barn
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Climate matters
Perspectives on Change

15th in a series
By MATTHEW WITTEN

With great respect I recognize 
the indigenous peoples who 
have known, loved, cared for 
and inhabited this homeland for 
thousands of years.

I’ve been directing Addison 
County River Watch Collaborative 
for about 10 years, and I still feel 
like a beginner. I’m only starting 
to get to know the six rivers we 
monitor. It’s a tall order to truly 
become familiar with even one 
river, its fi sh, trees, invertebrates, 
swimming holes, its watershed’s 
landscape and geology, its land 
stewards, its changes.

River Watch is about 35 
volunteer citizen scientists 
collecting water samples in 
Addison County to monitor and 
assess the condition of our local 
watersheds. We sample multiple 
reaches of streams and rivers, send 
the water samples to labs, and 
examine the results. Every time we 
mine our data to fi gure out where 
problems might be occurring — 
such as high concentrations of 
phosphorus, nitrogen, chloride or 
E. coli — I am humbled by the 
variations in the signal due to rain 
events, temperature fl uctuations, 
and shortcomings in our sample 
design. These variations in nature 
and human nature remind me how 
patient we need to be to tease out 
patterns that give us the knowledge 
we need to make good decisions.

That said, some patterns 
have emerged in the last few 
decades. We know phosphorus 
concentrations have been 
increasing in Lake Champlain (as 
have salt levels). And, in some 

cases, our water quality data reveal 
“hot spots” where time after time 
there are spikes in phosphorus 
or other contaminants at certain 
stream locations. 

One pattern that I have been 
noticing around our county: 
despite many years of incentives 
to create riparian (i.e., riverside) 
buffers along streams and rivers, 
landowners in our part of Vermont 
have left many riparian areas 
unvegetated. I often see land 
near and up to streambanks that 
is mown or planted in crops. I 
believe that, on every stream and 
river in our county, there should 
be a 25-100-foot belt of natural 
vegetation between our meadows, 
fi elds or developments and the 
water. Most of our town plans call 
for this. The state of Vermont’s 
Required Agricultural Practices 
Rule requires a 25-foot buffer 
on farmland. Yet slumping and 
eroding streambanks adjacent 
to almost bare ground are still 
common.

This drives me nuts. We can do 
better.

I think that every single one of 
these river reaches where banks 
and adjacent lands are naked of 
trees and shrubs represents a failure 
to tend to our commons — the 
public waterways — properly and 
carefully. How could our society 
possibly forego this obviously 
low-hanging fruit? Buffers slow 
the loss of soil. They stabilize 
river banks. They create wildlife 
corridors. They can reduce the 
fl ow of pollutants into the stream. 
And, perhaps most importantly in 
this time of climate change, they 
help keep the streams cool.

In Addison County we are 
blessed with several rivers — 
Lewis Creek, New Haven River 
and Middlebury River leap to mind 
— that are home to a number of 
cold-water fi sh species, including 
brook, rainbow and brown 
trout. All of these species prefer 
cold temperatures, ideally with 
maximum temperatures between 
52 degrees F and 57 degrees F, 
with even cooler temperatures 
needed for spawning, says Clark 
Amadon, angler and president of 
the MadDog Chapter of Vermont 
Trout Unlimited.

Temperatures in Vermont have 
risen about 3 degrees F since the 
beginning of the 20th century, 
according to the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration’s 
2022 State Climate Summary for 
Vermont. That summary also states 
that annual average precipitation 
in Vermont has increased nearly 
six inches since the 1960s, with 
the largest increases occurring 
in mountainous regions of the 
state. “Extreme weather events, 
particularly fl oods and severe 
storms, are having a stronger 
impact on Vermont,” the report 
states. My takeaway is that, in 
order to help keep our rivers cool 
and stable, we need to allow and 
encourage trees to grow as much 
as possible along our rivers. 

But it’s not as easy as buying 
a bunch of trees, gathering 
volunteers and planting. Riparian 
willows, alders, silver maples, 
and other plants can be chewed by 
beavers and voles — both rightful 
and valuable members of the 
riparian ecosystem that we need 
to accommodate. Invasive species 

c a n 

prevent 
p l a n t i n g s f r o m 
thriving. Plantings are also subject 
to droughts and fl oods. Whoever 
plants the riparian buffer will have 
to manage it over a number of 
years, which requires vigilance, 
persistence and effort.

And, prior to all that, there’s 
the sometimes tricky task of 
convincing the landowner that it is 
in their best interest to let a portion 
(sometimes a substantial one) of 
their prized land go fallow, wild 
and full of shrubs and trees.

My request to you is that you 
help spread the word about the 
value of riparian buffers, and, if 
you have land next to a stream 
or river, to fi nd a way to say 
“Yes” to allowing a good swath 
of land next to the water to grow 
into a wild tangle of shrubs and 
trees. Call it climate resilience 
or limiting erosion, but I see it 
mostly as honoring and tending to 
the waters. And please get in touch 
with me if you have questions or 
concerns! Email: acrwcvt@gmail.
com; Phone: 802-434-3236.

—————
Matthew Witten has been the 

director of the Addison County 
River Watch Collaborative since 
2012. Witten started and directed 
the Lake Champlain Maritime 
Museum’s Paddling Ecology 
program. He has a master’s degree 
in Natural Resources from UVM, 
and served as a National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration 
Sea Grant Fellow at the U.S. 
EPA Wetlands Division offi ce in 
Washington, D.C.

Honor and tend our waterways

Lewis Creek
photo courtersy of ACRPC

ADDISON  COUNTY

School Briefs
Congratulations to Belhaven 

University Psychology major 
Nathan Viera of Lincoln on being 
named to the Belhaven University 
Spring 2022 dean’s list.

Viera is among a select number 
of students named to the list. To 
be eligible, a student must achieve 
a grade-point average of 3.4-3.99 
while taking a full course load of at 
least 12 semester hours.

historical perspectives of Judaism 
around human life. Becky Gould 
grounded her remarks in her long 
experiences in working with 
women in the College classroom; 
she even shared something of 
discussions that had taken place 
on campus that very day. Although 
their analyses and arguments 
were not the same, the shared 
conclusions of the three speakers 
demonstrated that people from 
different corners of the Judeo-

Christian tradition can work 
together to engage important 
issues. The speakers consistently 
expressed respect for those whose 
views may differ from their 
own — a refreshing stance in the 
present climate.

Thank you to the speakers, 
and to those working behind 
the scenes, who assembled this 
community event so quickly, and 
executed it so well.

John and Amy Emerson
Middlebury

Emerson
(Continued from Page 7A)

I am writing to express my 
support for Lt. Gov. Molly 
Gray in her race for the U.S. 
House of Representatives. As 
an environmentalist, nonprofi t 
professional and expecting mother, 
I feel that Molly is best qualifi ed to 
get to work tackling my top policy 
priorities.

Molly understands that 
climate is a massive, global-scale 
challenge — but also one that 
demands local action. As our 
Congresswoman, Molly will use 
her experience as an international 
human rights lawyer to encourage 
climate diplomacy; at the same 
time, she will pursue domestic 
legislation giving Vermont the 
tools to build out our green 
infrastructure and meet our climate 
goals.

As an expecting mother, I am 
acutely aware that the U.S. is one 
of only a handful of countries 
without national paid maternity 

leave. I know that in Congress 
Molly will push hard to pass a 
Paid Family and Medical Leave 
bill. Beyond its obvious moral 
imperative, this law will help to 
address our state’s workforce and 
child care crises.

There are multiple well-qualifi ed 
Democratic women in this race. I 
would happily cast my ballot for 
any one of them in November. 
However, Molly has shown that 
she’s the pragmatic, tested choice. 
She’s the only candidate to have 
won statewide — an important 
credential, given our popular 
Republican governor. And with her 
considerable experience on Capitol 
Hill, she’s the best-equipped to put 
her agenda into action.

I’ll be voting for Lt. Gov. Molly 
Gray in the August 9 primary. I 
urge my fellow Vermonters to join 
me.

Abby Blum
Vergennes

Molly Gray is strong on issues
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summer meal sites.
“There are going to be a lot 

of gaps and a lot of confusion, 
because families for the past few 
years have known so many sites to 
be available to them to access free 
meals during the summer.”

Historically, the federal 
government has underwritten free 
summer meals in communities in 
which more than 50% of the local 
population qualifies for free and 
reduced-price school lunches. This 
has ensured that children in low-
income families could continue to 
eat free food when an important 
source of balanced meals — public 
schools — were in 
summer hibernation.

But the feds waived 
that 50% rule during 
the past two years 
of the COVID-19 
pandemic. This led 
to a proliferation 
of “open” summer 
meals sites where 
any child — 
regardless of family 
income — could 
conveniently grab a 
free meal in concert 
with local recreation 
programming, child 
care services or by 
simply stopping by 
the site.

There have been 
multiple Addison 
County free and 
open summer meal 
sites during the 
pandemic years of 
2020 and 2021, including at Mary 
Hogan Elementary School, Ripton 
Elementary School, Bingham 
Memorial School in Cornwall, 
Salisbury Community School, 
Mount Abraham and Vergennes 
high schools, Robinson Elementary 
and Lazy Brook Mobile Home Park 
in Starksboro, Shoreham’s Platt 
Memorial Library, and Bridport 
Central School.

But with the pandemic showing 
signs of waning (aside from the 
194 positive COVID-19 cases in 
Addison County in the past two 
weeks), the feds have elected to 
end the waiver, thus restoring the 
original summer meal qualification 
criteria. Hunger Free Vermont 
and the Vermont Department of 
Education, among other entities, 
lobbied to no avail for a waiver 
extension.

“Unfortunately, Congress pretty 
intentionally blocked any efforts by 
any state to get a waiver extension 
for area eligibility,” Agan said. 
“It was not for a lack of effort by 
our Agency of Education. But 
unfortunately at the federal level, 
it’s been blocked.”

So instead of universal free meals 
and multiple county locations, the 
free food options this summer will 

be more limited for kids, according 
to advocates, who are crunching 
the eligibility numbers.

Laura LaVacca is food service 
director for the Addison Central 
School District. She said it’s 
too soon to confirm the exact 
implications for Middlebury-area 
children, but voiced confidence 
in late April that both Mary 
Hogan Elementary School and 
the Middlebury Recreation 
Program would be open sites 
serving breakfast and lunch daily. 
Fortunately, there’s a federal 
provision that allows a new summer 
meal site to be considered eligible 
for up to five years from the date of 

its designation.
LaVacca said 

she believes 
Bridport and 
Salisbury continue 
to be eligible 
c o m m u n i t i e s , 
though Shoreham 
might lose its “open” 
summer meal site 
status.

“I’d like to 
hold off on any 
a n n o u n c e m e n t 
of summer meals 
until I have a solid 
plan,” LaVacca said 
through an email.
IN VERGENNES

Kathy Alexander 
is director of the 
Mount Abraham 
Unified School 
District and Addison 
Northwest School 
District Food 

Service Cooperative.
“Yes, the end of the federal 

waivers means that we will not 
be able to run all the programs we 
have run in the past, particularly 
in Vergennes,” Alexander stated 
through an email exchange with 
the Independent.

She said summer meal sites in 
the Little City will likely be limited 
to Vergennes Union elementary 
and high schools. And those sites 
won’t serve all children, Alexander 
qualified.

“These are school-based 
summer enrichment and recreation 
programs that will not be ‘open’ 
sites, as they have been in the past, 
where any child under 18 could get 
a summer meal. Instead, we will 
be providing meals to the enrolled 
children and meals will be paid 
for by the program or with federal 
reimbursements for only those 
students who are eligible for free 
meals.”

Alexander noted that the 
Nutrition Programs Office of 
the Agency of Education has 
requested a special USDA waiver 
for six areas/towns — including 
Vergennes — that were at the end 
of their five-year eligibility cycle 
when the pandemic started.

“The request is to give these 
programs one more year,” she 
said. “Vergennes is on that list 
but there has been no word as yet 
about whether this waiver will be 
granted so we must plan for what 
we know.”

Free summer meals will also be 
less accessible in the MAUSD, 
and most conspicuously absent 
from Mount Abraham Union High 
School.

“We are able to have a few open 
sites there and we are working 
to determine where they will 
be and what we will be able to 
do,” Alexander said. “We are 
in the process now of planning 
to serve free meals at all of the 
Bristol Recreation Program camp 
sites, at the Common Ground 
Summer Camp. There will not be 
a Summer Meals site at the high 
school because the building will 
not be hosting any activities due 
to construction. The ELP Summer 
Program has moved to New Haven 
and we will serve meals there, but 
since the town of New Haven is 
not eligible for summer meals, we 
will be serving meals to enrolled 
children only and will only be 
reimbursed for eligible children 
similar to how the VUES program 
will work.”

Starksboro is the only MAUSD 
community eligible for free 
summer meals based on current 
federal criteria, according to 
Alexander.

“We will likely do a Meal Kit 
program for these children with 
5-7 meals for the week and a once-
a-week pickup,” she said. “We 
are working with the Starksboro 
Book Wagon to come up with a 
cooperative plan where families 
could get both books and a Meal 
Kit once a week throughout the 
summer.”

Like LaVacca, Alexander 
cautioned that the summer meal 
sites picture could change quickly 
if Congress elects to extend the 
waiver or take other action.

In related news, the Vermont 
Senate on Tuesday passed bill 
S.100, which proposes to require 
that all Vermont public schools 
make breakfast and lunch available 
to all students at no charge, 
with funding provided to school 
districts from the state’s Education 
Fund. The bill — which was 
passed earlier this session by the 
House — would also establish a 
task force to advise the General 
Assembly on how, no later than the 
2026–2027 school year, to achieve 
the goal of providing universal 
school lunch for all public school 
students at no cost to the students 
or their families.

The bill now goes to the desk of 
Gov. Phil Scott.

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

Meals
(Continued from Page 1A)

MONTPELIER — Watching 
wildlife is enjoyable, especially 
when young animals appear in the 
spring. But it is best to keep your 
distance. 

When people see young animals 
alone, they often mistakenly 
assume these animals are helpless 
or lost, in trouble or needing to be 
rescued. Bringing young wildlife 
into a human environment often 
results in permanent separation 
from their mothers and a sad 
ending for the animal.

Handling wildlife could also 
pose a threat to the people involved. 
Wild animals can transmit disease 
and angry wildlife mothers can 
pose significant dangers. 

Department scientists 
encourage wildlife watchers to 
respect the behavior of animals in 
the spring and early summer, and 
to resist the urge to assist wildlife 
in ways that may be harmful. Here 

are some helpful tips:
• Deer and moose nurse their 

young at different times during 
the day, and often leave young 
alone for long periods of time. 
These animals are not lost. Their 
mother knows where they are and 
will return.

• Young birds on the ground 
may have left their nest, but their 
parents will still feed them.

• Young animals such as fox 
and raccoon will often follow 
their mother. The mother of a 
wildlife youngster is usually 
nearby but just out of sight to a 
person happening upon it. 

• Animals that act sick can 
carry rabies, parasites or other 
harmful diseases. Do not handle 
them. Even though they do not 
show symptoms, healthy-looking 
raccoons, foxes, skunks, and bats 
may also be carriers of the deadly 
rabies virus. 

• Many wildlife species will 
not feed or care for their young 
when people are close by. Obey 
signs that restrict access to wildlife 
nesting areas, including hiking 
trails that may be temporarily 
closed. 

• Keep domestic pets indoors, 
leashed or fenced in. Dogs and 
cats kill many baby animals each 
year. 

• Avoid projects that remove 
trees, shrubs and dead snags that 
contain nests during the spring 
and summer. 

For information about rabies 
and wildlife conflicts, or truly 
orphaned wildlife, call the 
Vermont Rabies Hotline at 
1-800-4RABIES (1-800-472-
2437). For the safety of all 
wildlife, taking a wild animal into 
captivity is illegal, even one you 
suspect is sick, injured or has been 
abandoned. 

PICKING UP YOUNG wildlife like this baby skunk can do more harm than good, according to the 
Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department. It’s also against the law. 

VTF&W photo by John Hall

Young wildlife belong in the wild

“We will likely 
do a Meal Kit 
program for these 
children with 
5-7 meals for 
the week and 
a once-a-week 
pickup. We are 
working with 
the Starksboro 
Book Wagon to 
come up with a 
cooperative plan 
where families 
could get both 
books and a Meal 
Kit once a week 
throughout the 
summer.”

— Kathy Alexander

Press, an early multicultural 
publisher whose works include 
leading Native American authors. 

Nan Jenks-Jay, who played a 
key role in making Middlebury a 
national leader in sustainability in 
higher education, served as dean of 
environmental affairs and taught in 
the Environmental Studies Program 
at the college for 23 years before 
retiring in 2019. Jenks-Jay fostered 
an integrated institutional vision 
for sustainability. By engaging 
students, trustees, administrators, 
alumni, staff, and faculty across the 
institution, she launched numerous 
successful initiatives. They include 
achieving carbon neutrality 
2020 COMMENCEMENT 

Jason Collins briefly greeted 
the 2020 graduates in their 
commencement video in 2020 but 
he will give full remarks at their 
ceremony this month.

After the 2012–2013 NBA season 
concluded, Collins publicly came 
out as gay in a cover story for Sports 
Illustrated. He was the first male 
active player in any of the four 
major American professional sports 
to announce that he was gay. Former 

President Obama expressed his 
gratitude to Collins for his courage 
and said he “couldn’t be prouder” of 
Collins, recognizing this as a point of 
progress for the LGBT community.

“Jason Collins knows how 
important it is for young people 
to be free to be themselves,” said 
Middlebury President Patton. “He 
had the bravery to do this and 
has spent his career since retiring 
from the NBA as an advocate, 
encouraging others to take the same 
bold step.

“It is an honor to have Jason 
Collins as our speaker. We know 
that his example as a member of 
the LGBTQIA+ community will 
inspire our students as they graduate 
and move to new challenges in their 
lives.”

Collins attended Stanford 
University, where he was an All-
American in the 2000–2001 season. 
Upon graduating from Stanford, 
Collins was selected in the first 
round of the 2001 NBA draft with 
the 18th overall pick. 

A 13-year veteran, Collins played 
center for seven teams including 
New Jersey, Memphis, Minnesota, 
Atlanta, Boston, Washington, and 

the Brooklyn Nets (formerly the 
New Jersey Nets). During his time 
in the league, Collins’s teams earned 
10 trips to the playoffs, including 
two NBA finals appearances. 

Collins has traveled the country 
with the mission of empowering 
people to live their lives as their true 
selves and has become an active 
member of numerous charities, 
foundations, and organizations. He 
has also received many awards. In 
April 2014, Collins was featured 
on the cover of TIME magazine’s 
“100 Most Influential People in the 
World” issue. In January of 2015, 
the National Civil Rights Museum 
honored Collins with a Sports 
Legacy Award.

Collins will receive an honorary 
Doctor of Humane Letters at 
the commencement ceremony. 
Middlebury will honor four other 
people with honorary degrees at the 
ceremony: Judge Allison Burroughs 
’83, renowned musician and music 
educator Marta Casals Istomin, 
former chair of the Middlebury 
Board of Trustees Kim Collins 
Parizeau ’79, and entrepreneur, 
investor, advisor, and educator Ernie 
Parizeau.

Commencement 
(Continued from Page 3A)

Job Fest to be held May 19 in Middlebury
MIDDLEBURY — The 

Vermont Department of Labor will 
host a May Job Fest in Middlebury 
next Thursday, May 19. The event 
will be held at the Middlebury Rec 
Park from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Partnering with the Vermont 
Department of Labor are the 
Middlebury Rec Park and Addison 
County Workforce Alliance.

“With the need that we know 
employers have, coordinated 
efforts like these job fairs and 

other hiring events are crucial,” 
said Labor Commissioner 
Michael Harrington. “These 
events continue to bring attention 
to the fact that employers across 
our state need workers, and we 
have to make every effort to 
provide opportunities, like this, 
for connections to happen.”

Complete details on how to 
register for upcoming job fairs and 
hiring events, both as a jobseeker 
and as an employer, can be found 

at Labor.Vermont.gov/Jobs.
All events are free for 

jobseekers, and all are encouraged 
to attend. To pre-register, please 
go to the links above, or contact 
your local Department of Labor 
Workforce Development team by 
calling 802-828-4394. Employers 
interested in participating in these 
and other recruitment and hiring 
events are also encouraged to 
contact the department.

VERGENNES — Recently the 
Vergennes Union Middle School 
Student Response Team created 
a powerful and informative video 
featuring interviews with youth 
and adults discussing mental health 
in the context of the COVID-19 
pandemic, as well as the social and 
political reckonings of the past few 
years. 

The team took part in the October 
Getting to “Y” training at the 
Vermont College of Fine Arts in 
Montpelier, where they learned 
how to run a data analysis retreat. 

Around 20 students attended the 
data analysis retreat in December, 
during which they created a 
visual list of assets of the school 
and community, and decided on 
priorities gleaned from their middle 
school Youth Risk Behavior Survey 
data. The group identified several 
strengths, including the high rate of 
seatbelt use in their community, the 
high percentage of students who eat 
dinner regularly with adult family 
members, and the high percent of 
students who report having trusted 
adults in school. 

They also identified concern areas 
in their data around suicide ideation, 
alcohol use before the age of 11, 
students’ low perception of the harm 
of electronic vapor products, and 
the small percentage of students 
who said their doctors or dentists 
asked them about tobacco use. They 
decided to focus action first on their 
concerns around suicide ideation 
and created their video, which was 
shared at the school’s Mental Health 
Matters Community Event. The 
video can be found at tinyurl.com/
VUMS-mental-Health.

VUMS student video considers youth health
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By ANGELO LYNN
BRANDON — After two-plus 

years of planning for a capital 
campaign to renovate the Brandon 
Free Public Library (BFPL), the 
$2.2 million quest is well on its 
way. 

 “The train has left the station,” 
said a smiling and optimistic David 
Roberts, chair of the library board 
and of the campaign committee, 
adding that “sometimes it feels as 
if we’re chasing the train.”

That’s because once things as 
large as this project get rolling, 
there’s no turning back or even 
having a moment to catch your 
breath. “There are teams of 
people making this all happen,” 
Roberts said, singling out the 
leadership committee, the 

campaign committee, and groups 
of volunteers who have already 
met twice in preparation for 
“moving days” when the library 
will be moved to parts of the 
Brandon Town Hall to continue its 
important work as the renovation 
work begins. 

On one of those occasions, it was 
a snowy, cold and raw March day, 
but nevertheless 55 people turned 
out to learn what would be needed 
and sign up to volunteer. 

“There are a lot of people who put 
their heart and soul into this library, 
and you can really feel the love,” 
Roberts said of the community’s 
enthusiasm for the project. 
A BOLD PROJECT

That project has bold ambitions 
to renovate the entire interior of 

the library, plus adding an elevator 
and stairwell to reach all four fl oors 
of the building. In the process, the 
renovation and addition will add 
1,700 square feet that includes 
1,400 square feet of new patron 
accessible space; reconfi gure 
book shelves and space that will 
add about 15% more space for 
books; and update all spaces and 
systems to be fi re, life-safety and 
code compliant with the American 
Disabilities Act.

The minimum construction costs 
are pegged at $1,407,128, with 
the optimum need at $1,529,367. 
Design, estimate and planning 
costs of $160,986 are in addition 
to that sum, as are “other costs” 
of $328,148 to $511,892, which 
include permits, fundraising 

BRANDON PUBLIC FREE Library board chair David Roberts and librarian Molly Kennedy review 
architectural plans for the library’s proposed $2.2 million renovation. 

Independent photo/Angelo Lynn

AN ARCHITECT’S RENDERING shows the proposed improvements to the Brandon Free Public Library.

We so appreciate your support! Because of your donations, Addison Countuy Parent Child Center 
can provide support and education to families and assure that our community is one in which all 

young children get off  to the right start. 

How to Participate: 

Use the following link: https://zoomgive.com/7096/c/Chairs
OR you can text “Chairs” to 800-619-5042.

Please feel free to share this invite with your family and friends. 
� ank you again for your support, and we look forward to having you at the auction!

Take a Seat Chair AuctionTake a Seat Chair Auction

Woody Jackson
Chris Hodges
Chris Murray

Emily Sunderman

Alice Eckels
Jill wMadden
Rena Diana
Sara Katz

Pam Fogg
Sage Tucker Ketcham

Laurel Waters
David Sandler & Kathy Hall

Benefi ting the Addison County Parent/Child Center
Virtual auction now through May 21, 2022 at 3:15 pm. Live auction gathering 

at 2:00pm, Saturday May 21st at � e Edgewater Gallery deck on Mill St, 
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Brandon library $2M campaign opens

costs, furniture and project 
administration.

Because the BFPL is a 
freestanding nonprofi t, and not 
part of the town’s budget, the 
vast majority of the $2.2 million 
is expected to be raised by 
private donations. In a typical 
year, the library relies on a town 
appropriations of about $90,000, 
as well as grants and fundraising 
for its annual budget of about 
$200,000 annually.

But because the library runs 
on such a tight budget, it needs 
community support to do any 
capital improvements. Hence, 
the last time the building saw any 
serious work was in 1967 when the 
Children’s Room was added to the 
library by connecting the two old 
buildings that were built virtually 
side-by-side.
IT’S BEEN 55 YEARS

In those ensuing 55 years, 
while minor repairs and necessary 
maintenance have been done over 
the past 25 years, including a new 
furnace about eight years ago, no 
major capital campaigns have been 
launched to tackle bigger projects.

The building, which has asbestos 
mud in the sheetrock and lead paint 
throughout and needs to be brought 
into compliance with ADA laws, 
will also be reconfi gured to create 
more usable spaces for today’s 
needs. 

“We don’t just check out books 
anymore,” said librarian Molly 
Kennedy. “We’re a community 
center and we like to show up for 
our community in whatever way 
we need to. One of those ways 
is by serving the community as a 
community work space, so we’ll 
be setting up more private spaces 
to meet.”

Kennedy also said the renovation 
will expand the effective area 
of children’s 
reading rooms 
by taking out the 
wall currently 
separately the 
two areas on 
the main fl oor, 
while creating 
new space for 
a teens area on 
the second fl oor, 
and turning the 
third fl oor attic 
into a large 
c o m m u n i t y 
meeting space. The main fl oor 
will also feature an expanded and 
enclosed entry area the north side 

of the building. 
The basement, which currently 

has poor heating and ventilation, 
will be renovated with modern 
heating, cooling and air fi ltration 
systems with slightly less space 
for the Friends of the Library, but 
much nicer — all the better to 
hold what locals say is the longest 
running book sale in the state.

In the end, the building 
renovation, which was designed by 
Vermont Integrated Architecture 
P.C. of Middlebury and construction 
estimates were provided by Naylor 
& Breen Builders Inc. of Brandon, 
will have: 

• Fully ADA-compliant 
restrooms accessible throughout 
the building; 

• F u l l y 
a c c e s s i b l e 
building with all 
fl oors accessible 
by a lift; 

• N e w 
circulation desk 
with high and 
low counters for 
patron and staff 
comfort and 
accessibility; 

• Increased energy effi ciency 
and environmental sustainability; 

• Important building upgrades 
to address hazardous material 
removal and code compliance.

Wisely, the project is being 
calculated on two levels: a 
minimum need and an optimum 
need. Such planning allows the 
project to proceed if the capital 
campaign doesn’t meet 100% 
of its optimum target by the due 
date. The minimum overall target 
is $1,896,262, compared to the 
optimum target of $2,202,245. 

“This will allow us to go ahead 
with the construction as we 
continue to raise money during 

the public part of 
the campaign,” 
Roberts said, 
adding that the 
major gifts have 
already brought 
in about $1.2 
million, with the 
middle phase of 
the campaign still 
underway. The 
public part of the 
campaign, where 
every willing 
member of the 

public is encouraged to give what 
they can, will be launched early 
summer, just as the fi nal plans, 

permits and approvals are expected 
to be completed.

The project will then go out 
through a public bid process with 
construction expected to begin in 
August or September of 2022. If 
that happens on time, construction 
is expected to be fi nished by April 
2023.

During the construction, the 
library would move the bulk of its 
books and activities to the basement 
of the Brandon Town Hall.
IT’S COME A LONG WAY

In recalling the genesis of the 
project — from wanting to install 
a lift to reach all four levels of the 
building — to its current scope, 
Roberts said the expansion of the 
4,200-square-foot building was 

realistic and 
practical.

“We went from 
simply wanting 
to build an 
elevator shaft on 
the back of the 
building to this 
full expansion 
and renovation 
because we 
needed to,” he 

said. “We learned the building is 
covered in asbestos and with lead 
paint. Then the fi re marshal came 
in, and that added to the costs. We 
have historic windows in the front, 
and those have to be restored, and 
we have to be ADA compliant.”

While it all adds up, it’s the right 
thing to do, Roberts said. 

“It’s a beautiful building and it 
has a lot of community love… But 
the reason I’m doing this is because 
I believe in Molly and her staff 
and the library’s mission. Molly 
does a fantastic job and I believe 
this effort will make the library 
even better able to serve the public 
under Molly’s leadership and her 
team’s hard work.”

Roberts noted that the Brandon 
library operates very frugally, and 
serves its community at a cost of 
about $16 per capita, compared to 
a bigger library like the Ilsley in 
Middlebury which spends about 
$50-$60 per capita.

In turn, Kennedy said the 
fundraising effort would still have 
been in the talking stages without 
Roberts’ force of energy and 
dedication. 

“He’s taken this on as a second 
job,” she said, in awe of his 
commitment. “Without David, to 
get where we are simply wouldn’t 
be possible.”

“There are a lot of 
people who put their 
heart and soul into 
this library, and you 
can really feel the 
love.”
— David Roberts

“We don’t just check 
out books anymore. 
We’re a community 
center and we like 
to show up for 
our community in 
whatever way we 
need to.” 
— Librarian Molly Kennedy

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — The Falls 

Park area in Vergennes by 2023 
will have half an acre devoted to 
providing a friendly habitat for bees 
and other pollinators, and by two or 
three years later could have a dog 
park nearby. 

At its April 26 meeting, 
the Vergennes City Council 
unanimously supported a 
“Pollinator Habitat” proposal put 
forth by Bee The Change, a Vermont 
nonprofi t dedicated to preserving 
honeybees and bumblebees, often 
with plantings around solar arrays. 

The Vergennes Parks and 
Recreation Committee, represented 
by member Erin Wolcott, 
recommended the council dedicate, 
to pollinator habitat, a half-acre 
of lawn near and to the left of the 
parking lot that serves both Falls 
Park and the city sewer treatment 
plant.

Bee The Change representative 
Patrick Kitchen and Wolcott told 
the council the nonprofi t would till 
the half-acre sometime this year and 
then seed it in 2023 with pollinator-

friendly fl owers and plants. 
Kitchen said the offer is part of 

a statewide program in which all 
Vermont towns would be offered the 
same arrangement on up to an acre 
of land. He said Bee The Change is 
seeking to “branch out into more 
educational opportunities” as well 
as create more habitat.

Wolcott said the half-acre in 
question is now little-used lawn that 
the public works department will 
now no longer have to mow, and 
the fi nished project could include 
paths for educational purposes. The 
council embraced the proposal, and 
Bee The Change could begin tilling 
at any time. 

Councilors also said they’d 
consider a recommendation for 
a dog park Wolcott made on 
behalf of the Parks and Recreation 
Committee. 

Essentially, the committee 
said it should be created in the 
footprint of the northerly of the 
two existing sewer treatment plant 
lagoons, which will be fi lled in and 
abandoned during the course of the 
upcoming sewer system overhaul. 

Offi cials expect that work to be 
completed by 2025 or 2026.

City Manager Ron Redmond 
confi rmed late last week the area 
would be outside the scope of the 
rebuilt treatment plant. 

Wolcott said it will be, like the 
pollinator habitat, close to parking, 
and the site has the added benefi t of 
being already fenced on three sides. 
Its footprint is more than adequate, 
she said: When the fourth side of 
fencing is added, it will enclose an 
area 30% larger than Middlebury’s 
popular dog park. 

Wolcott noted a March 2020 
survey commissioned by the 
Recreation Committee showed a 
dog park was high on residents’ 
wish list.

“There’s been a lot of people in 
the community interested in a dog 
park,” she said. 

After approving the pollinator 
habitat, the council took no action 
on the dog park, but Mayor Matt 
Chabot said councilors will take the 
recommendation seriously.

“It might just make perfect 
sense.” Chabot said.  

Council backs pollinator habitat
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CREATE AN OUTDOOR SPACE
UNDER AN AWNING BY INTEGRITY

Residential & Commercial
802-771-5892
IntegrityAwnings.com

Rene Paquette & Family

Starksboro
(Continued from Page 1A)

the meeting to order and read the 
articles aloud.

Article 1 asked if the town 
should withdraw from the Mount 
Abraham Unified School District.

Article 2 asked if the selectboard 
should be authorized to terminate 
the withdrawal process if the 
ANWSD-MAUSD Merger Study 
Committee enshrines a town’s right 
to vote on school closure, or if the 
merger proposed by that committee 
fails to win approval.
ARTICLE 1

Nancy Cornell, a member of 
the group Starksboro Save Our 
School (SOS), which organized the 
petition calling for Tuesday night’s 
vote, opened the discussion.

“Starksboro’s withdrawal vote 
tonight is really about preserving 
our town’s right to vote on school 
closure,” she said.

If the Robinson school were not 
viable, Cornell would vote to close 
it, she said. And she was sure most 
of her neighbors would do the 
same.

“But that’s not where we are. 
This vote tonight isn’t about 
keeping Robinson open no matter 
what. It’s about making sure that 
the people closest to the kids and 
the community get to decide. 
It’s about preserving our town’s 

right to make this decision. It’s 
about knowing that our diverse 
community has the wisdom to do 
the right thing, whatever the right 
thing is.”

Starksboro SOS feels it has 
made significant progress in the 
Mount Abraham Unified School 
District to preserve a town’s right 
to vote on any proposal that would 
close or remove children from its 
local school, Cornell said. But the 
ANWSD/MAUSD Merger Study 
Committee could undo all of that.

Additionally, the Legislature is 
working on a bill that would make 
the rules for withdrawing much 
more difficult.

In short, Cornell said, “Voting 
to withdraw is now the only way 
to ensure we maintain our right to 
vote on school closure if a merger 
goes through.”

When Cornell finished, Tierney 
asked if anyone else would like to 
speak. 

Around the room heads turned, 
looking for raised hands. There 
were none.

“Fantastic,” Tierney whispered 
into the microphone, prompting 
laughter, then applause.

Those in favor of Article 1 
responded with vigor and the room 
filled with Ayes. If there was a Nay 
among the 221 voters, it was not 

audible. 
The crowd erupted in whooping 

and clapping.
ARTICLE 2

Discussion on Article 2 was 
more complicated, in part because 
the town attorney has recently 
expressed ambivalence about the 
selectboard’s statutory authority as 
spelled out in the article’s language.

In his opinion, it could possibly 
be contested in court, selectboard 
chair Koran Cousino explained, 
but he “was not advising that 
the voters do anything with the 
petition, necessarily, and/or amend 
the articles.”

Some residents, such as Mary 
Barnett, who spoke up during the 
meeting, were in favor of making 
a “clean break” from the school 
district and questioned the need for 
Article 2’s “off ramp.”

But as before, support for the 
article was overwhelming, though 
a dozen or two Nays were clearly 
audible.
TURNOUT

As of March 22, Starksboro had 
1,316 registered voters, according 
to Town Clerk Amy McCormick, 
which means the official turnout 
Tuesday night was roughly 17%.

Compared with Lincoln 
(MAUSD) and Ripton (Addison 
Central), which last year held 

school district withdrawal votes by 
Australian ballot and saw turnout 
in excess of 60%, Starksboro’s 
decision was made by a far smaller 
share of its residents.

But as Cousino explained in an 
April 26 Front Porch Forum post, 
the town didn’t have a choice about 
conducting voting from the floor.

“Floor voting is the method 
our town uses to vote on public 
questions at special or annual 
town meetings,” she wrote. “This 
method of voting cannot be 
changed by the selectboard. There 
must be a town-wide vote to switch 
to Australian ballot at an annual or 
special meeting.”

Starksboro has switched to 
Australian balloting in recent 
years only because of a temporary 
pandemic-related act of the 
Legislature, she added.

Some residents have expressed 
frustration about the town’s current 
voting rules. 

“I think this is a very 
discriminatory approach that only 
allows those town members who 
are healthy enough and able to 
attend the town meeting to vote,” 
wrote Jon Fenner in a May 3 
Front Porch Forum post lamenting 
the “limits to democracy in 
Starksboro.”

Fenner added he’s hoping to 

organize an effort to get the local 
law changed.
HURDLES

The next step in the withdrawal 
process requires the other four 
MAUSD member towns of Bristol, 
Lincoln, Monkton and New Haven 
to ratify Starksboro’s withdrawal 
vote.

They all have to vote on the 
same day, so it’s unlikely to get 
scheduled until August, during the 
primaries for the 2022 election, 
Cornell said.

By that time, it’s possible the 
Legislature will have changed the 
rules.

H.727, if passed, would go 
into effect on July 1 and would 
effectively force Starksboro 
withdrawal advocates to start all 
over from square one.

As Starksboro SOS member 
Herb Olson put it in an April 
25 letter to Jaye Johnson, legal 
counsel to Gov. Phil Scott:

“If enacted (the bill) will 
retroactively nullify three school 
district withdrawal elections (in 
Ripton, Lincoln, Starksboro) even 
though the elections have been, or 
will have been properly conducted 
under applicable law at the time of 
the elections.”

Olson conceded the Legislature 
has the power to regulate the 

conduct of elections, but it 
“does not have the constitutional 
authority to retroactively nullify 
an election, once that election has 
been properly held under state and 
federal laws in effect at the time of 
the election.”

Should it successfully withdraw 
from the MAUSD, Starksboro also 
faces the same hurdles as Ripton 
and Lincoln — finding an entity 
to provide mandated, and costly, 
“supervisory services,” such as 
special education, transportation 
and district administration.

Some residents have expressed 
hope that Starksboro could join 
Ripton and Lincoln’s efforts to 
form a Mountain Supervisory 
Union to take care of those services, 
but that’s a distant milestone along 
a withdrawal path that, as Cornell 
said Tuesday night, has many steps.

Still, Cornell was pleased with 
the town meeting results, she said 
Wednesday morning.

“It was so gratifying to see so 
many Starksboro residents turn out 
to support our wonderful Robinson 
Elementary School, and to affirm, 
support, and ensure our right to 
determine its future.”

Reach Christopher 
Ross at christopherr@
addisonindependent.com.

MORE THAN 200 registered voters in Starksboro showed up at a special town meeting at Robinson Elementary School on Tuesday night to vote on a proposal to withdraw from the Mount Abraham Unified 
School District. The meeting got a late start because of the unusually large crowd, but voters took little time to approve both articles.

Independent photo/Christopher Ross

Governor Scott vetoes climate change bill
By EMMA COTTON
VTDigger.org

MONTPELIER — Gov. Phil 
Scott on Friday vetoed the clean 
heat standard, which is widely 
viewed as the largest climate 
change bill of the session. 

On Tuesday the Vermont House 
failed to override the veto.

The bill, H.715, was designed 
to dramatically reform Vermont’s 
heat sector, which is responsible 
for more than a third of the state’s 
emissions. It was one of the most 

significant recommendations to 
come out of the Climate Action 
Plan, published in December, 
which outlined ways the state can 
curb emissions and meet legally 
mandated reduction targets. 

In his veto letter to lawmakers, 
Scott cited concerns about the 
potential financial impacts of the 
clean heat standard, which would 
have incentivized a shift away 
from fossil fuel heat. Lawmakers 
had proposed charging the state’s 
Public Utility Commission with 

drawing up and implementing the 
full policy.

Scott said he wanted that policy to 
be run back through the Legislature 
before being implemented. 

“I have clearly, repeatedly, and 
respectfully asked the Legislature 
to include language that would 
require the policy and costs to come 
back to the General Assembly in 
bill form so it could be transparently 
debated with all the details before 
any potential burden is imposed,” 
Scott wrote to lawmakers. “This 

is how lawmaking and governing 
is supposed to work and what 
Vermonters expect, deserve and 
have a right to receive.”

Lawmakers in the House 
supported the bill in a 96-44 vote 
with nine members absent. But on 
Tuesday, the House voted 99-51 
to reinstate the bill, but that failed 
to meet the two-thirds majority 
required. Locally, only Reps. 
Harvey Smith of New Haven and 
Terry Norris of Shoreham voted 
against the override.

“The Governor’s veto of Clean 
Heat clearly shows that he is 
not committed to meeting the 
challenges of climate change, 
and the impact it will have on 
our state,” House Speaker Jill 
Krowinski, D-Burlington, wrote 
in a statement. “It is especially 
frustrating, given that we worked 
with his administration to add 
language to the bill that addressed 
his concerns in the spirit of 
collaboration and compromise.”

Scott also vetoed the Global 

Warming Solutions Act in 2020. 
As passed out of the Senate, 

the bill included a “check back” 
amendment, which would require 
the Public Utility Commission 
to report to the Legislature in 
both February 2023 and January 
2024, when its members know 
more about, for example, how the 
program impacts ratepayers and 
reduces fossil fuel use. 

In his letter to lawmakers, 
Scott called the amendment 
“inadequate.” 
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filmmaker Bess O’Brien’s 
documentary “I Am From Here” is 
scheduled for Thursday, May 19, 
at 7 p.m. at the Mount Abraham 
Union High School cafeteria. A 
discussion will follow the showing 
of the film, which chronicles the 
experience of Black and Brown 
youth in Vermont’s public schools. 
Individuals and families are 
welcome to attend. The film is 
deemed appropriate for middle 
schoolers and older. No registration 
is required for this, the second in a 
monthly social justice discussion 
series for the Bristol community. 
Last month, 32 folks logged 
onto a Zoom call about “Seeing 
and Disrupting Racism.” Stay 
tuned for future events, and email 
knight@gmavt.net if you have any 
questions.

You know the summer can’t be 
far away when town bands begin 
to warm up for another season of 
weekly community appearances. 
The Vergennes City Band will 
hold rehearsals at the Vergennes 
Opera House from 7-9 p.m. on the 
Mondays of May 16 and 23, and 
June 6 and 13. Weekly concerts 
in the city park will commence 
Monday, June 20, and continue 
for consecutive Mondays 
through Aug. 29. New members 
are welcomed. Please email Dave 
Tatlock at dtatlockvt@gmail.com 
with any questions.

The Starksboro Village Meeting 
House will hold a lawn sale on 

Saturday, May 21, from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. A wide variety of items 
will be available, including items 
from a downsized household. All 
proceeds will benefit the meeting 
house’s belfry restoration project. 
Meanwhile, donations of good 
quality items are welcome. Limited 
clothing gifts please. Call Marlaine 
at 802-453-2795 or Peg at 802-
989-4591 to arrange a drop-off 
before the sale, or if you have any 
questions. If townspeople would 
like to set up a table to sell their own 
items, contact Marlaine or Peg. A 
donation for a vendor space would 
be appreciated. The Starksboro 
Meeting House is located at 2875 
Vt. Route 116, in the center of 
Starksboro village. Parking is 
available in the town center.

There’s still time to get in on 
the Addison County Parent-
Child Center’s virtual auction, 
which started April 30 and ends 
May 21, at 3:15 p.m. All proceeds 
from this event will help the 
Parent/Child Center, a nationally 
renowned nonprofit that offers 
diverse educational and self-help 
programming for young parents 
and their children. You can 
participate in this auction from 
your mobile device or desktop 
computer in the comfort of 
your own home, by logging on 
to zoomgive.com/7096/c/Chairs. 
You can also text “Chairs” 
to 800-619-5042. The auction 
includes artwork from such 
folks as Woody Jackson, Chris 
Hodges, Chris Murray, Emily 

Sunderman, Alice Eckels, Jill 
Madden, Rena Diana, Sara 
Katz, Pam Fogg, Sage Tucker 
Ketcham, Laurel Waters, David 
Sandler & Kathy Hall.

Beginning on June 1, 
Middlebury’s Henry Sheldon 
Museum of Vermont History 
will introduce a new admission/
membership pricing structure. It 
looks very similar to the current 
structure, but blends in what 
museum officials are calling 
“enticing new opportunities.” 
For example, there’s an all-
new Addison County Family 
membership that allows area 
residents to enjoy the perks of 
the museum’s traditional “Family 
membership” at a discounted rate 
of $60. Current membership fees 
listed on the museum’s website 
are $40 for an individual, $55 for 
“family,” $100 for “friend,” $150 
for “supporter,” $500 for “patron” 
and $1,000 and up for “benefactor.” 
New and renewing members at the 
“Supporter” level and above will 
receive a complimentary Henry 
Sheldon Museum tote bag to sport 
around town. And, in conjunction 
with the Sheldon’s 2022 “Buy A 
Brick, Plant a Seed” campaign, 
new and renewing members at the 
Patron and Benefactor levels will 
receive complimentary bricks to 
be laid in the Sheldon’s reimagined 
garden. These changes will begin 
on June 1, and won’t affect active 
members until it’s time for renewal, 
at which point membership will be 
subject to the pricing change.

BRISTOL — The First 
Baptist Church of Bristol is 
having a special outdoor service 
Sunday, May 29, at 10:15 a.m. 
followed by a potluck picnic 
to show their appreciation for 
Todd Goodyear, who has served 
as interim pastor.

After 7.5 years of successfully 

leading the church, First Baptist 
is sad to announce that he is 
moving on to other endeavors. 
To thank him they invite his 
friends and family to join us in 
the Appreciation Service and 
Pot Luck Picnic.

To add to the festivities the 
service will include a special 

puppet show and after the 
picnic and games. Bring a chair 
or blanket and some food to add 
to the feast. Cold drinks will be 
supplied and dishes. If it rains, 
it will be inside the church. 

For more info contact Janet at 
802-377-1668.

Bristol church to hold special service

By the way
(Continued from Page 1A)

VERGENNES — Five VUHS 
juniors, Jackson Bennett, Thane 
Gill, Parker Kayhart, Peyton 
Paquette and Shamus Rooney 
have been selected to attend Green 
Mountain Boys’ State. Sponsored 
by the Vergennes American Legion 
Post 14, Boys’ State will be held 
June 19-24 on the campus of 

Northern Vermont University-
Lyndon in Lyndonville.

These students were nominated 
by faculty and staff based on 
leadership, scholarship, character 
and loyalty and service to their 
school.

Green Mountain Boys’ State 
is a leadership laboratory for 

rising high school senior boys. 
The main focus is Vermont town, 
county, and state government, 
and its organization, policies and 
procedures. They will work on 
issues relating to Vermont, and 
debate and discuss these issues 
during a session at the State House 
in Montpelier.

VERGENNES — The Vergennes 
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 
14 will sponsor three 11th-grade 
students, Jasmine Little, Emily 
Lowe and Carlyn Rapoport, as 
delegates to Vermont Girls’ State, 

June 18-22 at VTC in Randolph. 
The purpose of Girls’ State is to 

provide citizenship training for girls 
of high school age and to inform 
them about the duties, privileges, 
rights and responsibilities of 

American citizenship, in order 
that they may understand and 
participate in the functioning of 
their government.

VUHS HAS CHOSEN Jackson Bennet, left, Thane Gill, Peyton Paquette, Parker Kayhart and Shamus 
Rooney as delegates to this year’s Green Mountain Boys’ State.

Five choosen for Boys State

VUHS HAS CHOSEN Jasmine Little, left,  Emily Lowe and Carlyn Rapoport as this year’s delegates to  
Girls’ State.

VUHS girls choosen for Girl’s State
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Ages 13-17
Earn volunteer credit and 
spend a summer outside 
with MALT
Work with kids ages 5-11
Must love being outside
Must love play in nature

Applications due ASAP.
Apply: tinyurl.com/MALTCIT
Questions: camp@maltvt.org

All talents and interests welcomed: crafts, building, 
science, art, play, wilderness skills, and more

MALT is looking for MALT is looking for 
Counselors in Training!Counselors in Training! MONTPELIER — Two 

former Addison County Student 
Assistance Professionals, Tom 
Fontana and Sharon Koller, 
were recognized at a recent 
Prevention Works!VT celebration 
for their dedication to promoting 
health and wellness. Fontana 
was honored as a Prevention 
Champion Prevention Colleague 
Award for his involvement in and 
promotion of substance misuse 
prevention, and Sharon Koller 
was honored with a Prevention 
Champion Lifetime Achievement 
Award for recognition of long 
term of service to the prevention 
field.

A licensed mental health/alcohol 
and drug counselor and author, 
Fontana has worked to advance 
the conversation at both the youth 
and collegiate level and introduced 
programs that have made an 
immense difference with students 
of all ages. From his years as the 
Student Assistance Professional 
at Vergennes Union Middle and 
High School to his current work 

with students at University of 
Vermont, Fontana has been able 
to make lifelong connections that 
guide people throughout their 
work in the prevention field. His 
friendly, nonjudgmental, fun, 
knowledgeable and supportive 
approach has allowed him to 
coordinate education, prevention, 
and intervention programs in a 
shame-free manner by engaging 
students in conversation and 
keeping the floor open to 
questions. An incredible mentor, 
he continues to have an impact on 
the community and the youth he 
works with.

Koller has worked with young 
people in many capacities for over 
30 years. Starting her career as a 
licensed therapist, she also served 
on governance boards, volunteers 
in classrooms, and worked as the 
Student Assistance Professional 
at Mount Abraham Union Middle 
and High School providing 
mental health and substance 
misuse prevention screening and 
early intervention, and providing 

students with meaningful ways to 
make a difference in their school 
and community. Koller currently 
serves as the Coordinator for 
UP for Leaning’s Getting to “Y” 
program, where students promote 
youth health and wellbeing by 
bringing meaning to their own 
Youth Risk Behavior Survey data, 
engaging with their community, 
and taking action. Putting the 
importance of empowering youth 
and school communities at the 
forefront of everything she has 
done, Koller has dedicated her 
life to youth wellness, prevention, 
and education. Koller is a kind, 
thoughtful, and dedicated woman 
who gives her all to help others 
and leaves a lasting impact behind 
wherever she goes.

Prevention Works!VT is a 
network of community coalition 
leaders, prevention consultants, 
service providers and individuals 
with an interest in and a 
commitment to substance misuse 
prevention across the state of 
Vermont.

WEYBRIDGE — At its annual 
spring conference on Sunday, April 
24, Vermont Interfaith Power & 
Light (VTIPL) recognized the 
Weybridge Congregational Church 
as the recipient of VTIPL’s inaugural 
Green Congregation of the Year 
award.

Richard Butz, a VTIPL Board 
member, made the presentation, 
which consisted of a commemorative 
plaque and an award of $500 to 
be applied to “green projects or 
programs” in the congregation or 
community. Accepting the award 
were David Andrews, Nancy Spears 

and Daniel Wright, members of the 
Weybridge Congregational Church.

In making the award, Butz 
identified this as the first of an annual 
VTIPL award, which VTIPL plans 
to make based on self-nominations 
or applications starting in January of 
each year. Butz also identified some 
of the actions that the Weybridge 
Congregational Church undertook to 
warrant this award include:

• Founding a church “Green 
Team” in 2013

• Weatherizing the church
• Sharing Creation Care moments 

at the beginning of each worship 

service
• Celebrating Earth Day with a 

special worship service each year
• Having sermons on Creation 

Care regularly throughout the year
• Divesting the church’s 

investments from fossil fuels
• Receiving UCC Creation 

Justice Church certification in 2019
• Introducing and subscribing 

to the Interfaith Climate Action 
Network (ICAN) Solar 2 community 
solar project; participating in the 
Bristol Solar Community Project in 
2020-2021

Area church receives Green award

UP FOR LEARNING’S Sharon Koller received 
Prevention Works!VT  Prevention Champion 
Lifetime Achievement Award for recognition of 
long-term service to the prevention field. 

UVM’S TOM FONTANA received the Prevention 
Champion Prevention Colleague Award for his 
involvement in and promotion of substance 
misuse prevention.

Photos courtesy of Prevention Works! VT

Locals are named Prevention Champs
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Vergennes Union High SchoolMiddlebury Union High School
Felicia Poirier, daughter of Melissa Thayer and Jack Poirier of Ferrisburgh, 

is Vergennes Union High School’s latest Student of the Week. Felicia has 
demonstrated academic excellence while at VUHS. She was inducted into the 
National Honor Society and has taken challenging courses, such as Chemistry, 
AP Calculus, and AP Language and Composition. It should be no surprise that 
she has made the honor roll and high honor roll throughout her high school 
years. She received the World Languages Award in Spanish 2 and has also 
received the Elmira College Key Award her junior year. Felicia is a three-
season athlete, contributing to the varsity soccer, basketball and softball teams 
all four years. Exemplifying her leadership abilities, Felicia was named captain 
for all three teams this year. 

Since 9th grade Felicia has helped her father’s business mowing lawns. 
She says it has taught her the value of working hard and saving money. She 
also works at Olsen’s Ice Cream in Vergennes every day that she doesn’t mow. 
Scooping and serving ice cream has taught her to communicate with others in 
a different way. She also dog-sits and cleans a mobile dog grooming van. She 
says holding down these jobs and going to school has given her some pretty 
strong time management skills. This is even more evident because in addition 
to school, sports and work, Felicia also volunteers. She has helped her father 
with the V.A.S.T. club in Ferrisburgh, done sports clinics for younger kids, and other volunteering events with the National 
Honor Society. 

In her free time Felicia likes to fish and hunt. She says being outside gives her something fun to do. Her friends and family 
mean a lot to her, so she enjoys being with them when she has nothing else going on. 

She says high school has taught her how to challenge herself, whether it’s an academic subject or sports. She learned 
this from taking AP Calculus, which was very challenging. Felicia believes there are no failures in life, just outcomes to learn 
from. No matter what happens, keep pushing through it. 

Felicia will enroll at Castleton University in the fall and plans to major in Health Sciences/Pre-Pharmacy as a first step to 
becoming a pharmacist. All of us at VUHS wish her the best of luck. 

Julia Bartlett
MUHS

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK FROM AREA HIGH SCHOOLSSTUDENTS OF THE WEEK FROM AREA HIGH SCHOOLS

Julia Bartlett Felicia Poirier

Telecommunications Sales and Service
Data Cabling & Fiber Optics 

802-388-8999
Middlebury

16 Creek Road, Middlebury
388-6054

M-F 7:15-5:30 & Sat. 8-3
countrysidecarpetandpaint.com

We’ve Got You Covered!
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Vergennes, VT

Jackman Fuels, Inc.
Serving the Champlain
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205 Main Street, Vergennes
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64 Jackman Drive  •  Bristol 
802.453.2381  •  JackmansInc.com

Way to go, 
• Business Law  •  Wills, Trusts and Estates

• Government Contracting  •  Elder Law
• Property and Tenancy Issues

Congratulations
Students!

A� ordable & client-focused legal services
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28 North Street - Bristol Village
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Congratulations

802-388-1338
99 Court St., Middlebury, VT

Students of the Week from all area high schools 
will receivea gift certificate from Vermont Book 

Shop and a mug from Otter Creek Bakery. 
Students of the Week are chosen by school 

teachers and administration.

Best of Luck to All Addison County Students!
If you are interested in advertising in Student of the Week 

contact advertising@addisonindependent.com

Julia and Felicia

Middlebury Union High School introduces Julia Bartlett, the daughter of 
Karen and Jud Bartlett, of Middlebury as the Student of the Week. She has 
a younger brother, Kellen, who is a sophomore at the high school. Julia was 
admitted to Carleton College in Northfield, Minn., as an early decision candidate 
and will enroll in the fall to pursue studies in the sciences.

Julia is looking forward to graduation in June and is a candidate for the full 
International Baccalaureate Diploma. She has appreciated the academic focus 
and rigor of the program and found the challenge to be a solid foundation for 
what lies ahead in college. Julia says enrolling in IB has taught her to be more 
organized and she has valued her teachers’ dedication and creativity in the 
classroom. She especially enjoyed the Personal Project where she focused her 
attention on local food systems in Addison County. She created a cookbook 
based on her work at the Elmer Farm in East Middlebury and developed recipes 
based on seasonal recipes for the farm’s CSA. She wrote her extended essay 
on Norway’s salmon aquaculture. 

Our teachers value Julia’s contributions in the classroom and her keen 
attention to detail. She is noted for being consistently engaged in class and for 
offering thoughtful insights. She works collaboratively with her peers on group 
projects and is highly regarded for her diligence. Julia thanks all of her teachers, 
but most especially Mr. Sears, Ms. Slater, and Mr. Wilkerson for creating such interesting discussions.

Outside of the classroom Julia is involved in a wide range of extracurricular activities. She’s the goalie for the varsity soccer 
team and captains the varsity tennis team. Julia can be found at the Snow Bowl in the winter coaching children ages 7 to 13 
as they learn to ski. She also serves as a babysitter to local families. In the late spring of 2020 Julia set a goal of becoming 
an Adirondack 46er, meaning she hopes to summit each of the Adirondack peaks that are over 4,000 feet. She is well on her 
way as she has already completed 23 of the 46! She will be spending this summer in Lake George as a counselor in training 
at Adirondack Camp. 

Julia reflects on her time at MUHS fondly and is grateful for her teachers, friends, and coaches. She is excited about the next 
four years in college and we wish her well on what surely will be a bright future.

Felicia Poirier
VUHS
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Bristol BeatBristol Beat

Family Owned Since 1906

Manufactured locally
in Bristol, Vermont
QUALITY Kiln-dried 

Lumber
Hardwood

Mon-Fri 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
(closed noon-12:30pm)

802-453-4884
www.vermontlumber.com

Friendly & Professional Service
Cash & Volume Discounts

ROUGH HARDWOODS
Maple • Oak • Birch • Cherry • Ash
Butternut • Yellow Poplar • Walnut 

• Mahogany

Repairs & Remodeling • New Con-
struction • Furniture • Cabinets

Superior Quality and Great Prices!

Call for pricing and availability.

JAMES A. DUMONT, ESQ.

15 Main Street
PO Box 229

Bristol, Vermont
05443

1-802-453-7011

jim@dumontlawvt.com

Visit our website at
dumontlawvt.com

Representing injury victims for more than 35 years

Call me toll free - 1-866-453-7011

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
STARKSBORO — After 

months of community debate and 
public discussion, a request by 
snowmobilers to ride on certain 
Starksboro roads has failed to 
win approval from the town 
selectboard, which plans to make 
its official decision in writing.

On April 26, just over four 
months after receiving an initial 
inquiry from the Mt. Abe Snow 
Sports / Snowmobiling Club 
(MASSSC), the board voted 4-0 
to approve a public 
statement indicating it 
would deny the club’s 
request.

For selectboard 
member Carin 
McCarthy, the decision 
wasn’t “no for always,” 
but she felt the club’s 
request lacked detail, 
she said at the meeting.

“The process by 
which this has gone 
down was a bit ‘cart 
before horse,’” she said.

Snowmobiling on plowed roads 
is prohibited by state law, but 
municipal governing boards can 
grant exceptions. As previously 
reported by the Independent, 
MASSSC, which is a member of 
the Vermont Association of Snow 
Travelers (VAST), requested such 
an exception by phone on Dec. 12.

At the direction of the selectboard 
the club submitted its request in 
writing on Jan. 10, then submitted 
a revised version on Jan. 23.

MASSSC was seeking to 
include portions of Ireland, 
Conway and Robert Young roads 
as part of a proposed connector 
trail between the Lewis Creek 
Wildlife Management Area and the 
Jerusalem Corners Store.

Most of the property owners 
along the proposed route on Ireland 
and Conway roads have made or 
signed public statements opposing 
the request, citing noise, safety 
concerns, past snowmobiling 
incidents in the area and other 
issues.

Underscoring residents’ concerns 
was the fact that VAST trail signage 
had been posted along Ireland and 
Conway roads in early December, 
before the club had even requested 
permission. Later that month, 
one or more snowmobile club 
members removed a heavy boulder 
from the entrance to the Wildlife 
Management Area. The boulder 

GREEN PENNANTS SUCH as this one on Ireland Road in Starksboro should be used to clearly mark 
the boundaries of the snowmobile trail. But there is no designated trail along the road pictured, and 
local residents say this and other green pennants were put up before VAST asked for or received town 
permission to establish a trail here. 

Independent photo/Christopher Ross

Starksboro to deny snowmobile request
had been put there by the Vermont 
Fish and Wildlife Department for 
the express purpose of preventing 
the passage of motorized vehicles.

“Those sort of behaviors, I think, I 
would want to avoid in the future as 
we move forward,” said selectboard 
chair Koran Cousino at the April 26 
meeting.

For their part, many MASSSC 
members argued that they had 
residual permission to ride there 
because those roads had been part 
of an official VAST trail in the past.

The selectboard 
provided for lengthy 
public comment periods 
during its regular 
meetings this past 
winter, scheduled a 
special hearing on the 
matter on March 8, and 
collected testimony 
from people on all sides 
of the issue.

Information related to 
all of these deliberations 
can be found on the 
town website.

At their April 26 meeting, 
selectboard members noted that 
portions of the VAST connector 
trail will require permission from 
other stakeholders, including the 
Fish and Wildlife, which manages 
the Lewis Creek wildlife area. That 
permission has yet to be granted, 
which added to the selectboard’s 
reluctance.

If there is no way to get to 
the existing VAST trail because 
snowmobilers don’t have 
permission from Fish and Wildlife, 
“it doesn’t make sense to open the 
road,” said selectboard member 
John Painter.

But, like McCarthy, he expressed 
a willingness to consider future 
ideas.

“I’m a trails guy, I like to get out 
in the woods, for other people to do 
the same thing, and I would love to 
see for somehow those two trails 
to be connected, because I think it 

makes a lot of sense,” Painter said. 
“The way it’s rolled out this time 
around, and the information that we 
have right now, makes me say no. I 
just wonder if there are other ways 
that it can be done.”

Cousino acknowledged the 
amount of work VAST had put into 
its proposal, but pointed out that 
the five-member board has a “huge 
responsibility” when considering 
such requests, and she felt like 
the snowmobilers should have 
investigated more options before 
approaching the board.

“I’m sure there will be another 
request in the future, and I will be 
open to reviewing it,” Cousino 
said, “but I would just hope that 
the residents would all be conferred 
with before actions are taken, and 
that their buy-in is received before 
they’re impacted by use on their 
property or along their property.”

McCarthy suggested the 
snowmobilers could “try again next 
year.”

But Starksboro resident Margi 
Gregory, who lives along the 
proposed VAST trail, hopes the 
issue will not come up again, she 
told the Independent.

Gregory was among those who 
initially expressed concerns about 
the trail.

“Never did we expect our quiet 
country road might turn into 
a snowmobile superhighway, 
connecting VAST’s huge network 
of trails, and bringing in hundreds of 
people from all over the state,” she 
wrote to the selectboard on Dec. 23.

Since then, Gregory has 
appreciated the selectboard’s 
delicate handling of what has at 
times been a source of tension 
among neighbors.

If snowmobilers do submit 
another trail proposal, she said, “we 
don’t want it to be a divisive issue 
for the town.”

Reach Christopher Ross at 
christopherr@addisonindependent.
com.

LINCOLN — The Lincoln 
Library is publishing a booklet 
called Exploring Lincoln. This 
booklet was accomplished with the 
help of many community members, 
and was inspired by the Hill County 
Hunt booklet of 30 years ago. It 
includes seven different family-
friendly activities, including a letter 
quest, a ramble and a tour. Get 
outside, learn about our town, and 
see how you can get involved! This 
project was funded by a grant from 
the American Library Association 
through Libraries Transforming 
Communities.

The library is busy preparing 
for its annual book and plant sale, 
which will be held Saturday, May 
28 in conjunction with the Town 
Wide Yard Sale. The library will be 
accepting book donations (one box 
per patron) or plants anytime after 
Monday, May 23. If you would like 
some help dividing or transporting 
plants, contact Wendy at 453-2665 
or lincolnlibraryvt@gmail.com.
FROM THE TOWN

The Lincoln Selectboard 
announced a special election for 
Tuesday, June 21 to elect School 
Directors for the new Lincoln 
School District. The election will 
be for three board members with 
initial terms ending March 2023, 
March 2024 and March 2025. After 
those initial terms, member terms 
will be for three years. Candidates 
must submit a nominating petition 
and consent form to the town clerk 
by Monday, May 16, at 5:00 p.m. 

BRISTOL — The horseshoe 
pitching season is approaching 
us very fast. The Sodbusters 
Horseshoe Pitching Club in Bristol 
started up their Tuesday Night 
Handicap Singles Summer League 
on May 10, at 6:30 p.m. 

The season will run through 
Sept. 6. 

The price to take part in club 
play is $40 for full-time member, 
$25 for substitute members or 
$15 for non-league members. 
Participants must purchase a 
NHPA Sanction Card at $29 since 
this is a Sanctioned League with 
the National Horseshoe Pitchers 
Association. 

There are 32 spots to fill 
for regulars and subs to fill in. 
Organizers invite everyone to come 
and enjoy some fun and exercise. 
For more information call or email, 
Debra Brown at 802-453-2219 or 
mbrownie56@comcast.net.

Sodbusters 
looking for
more players

NEWS

Lincoln Have a news tip?
Call Dawn Mikkelsen at 453-7029

Blank forms may be obtained at 
lincolnvermont.org/forms. At least 
12 valid signatures are needed. 
This election is predicated on the 
State Board of Education at its 
May 18 meeting, granting Lincoln 
approval to elect a school board. 
Questions? Contact Lincoln Town 
Clerk, Sally Ober at clerk@
lincolnvermont.org or 453-2980.
REMINDER

This month’s senior lunch will be 
held at Burnham Hall on Thursday, 

May 19. Doors open at 11:00 a.m. 
and lunch is served at noon. Cost 
of the lunch is by donation. Please 
contact Nancy Orvis at 802-453-
4573 if you have any questions.

Until next time … Never Let 
Negative Energy Affect Your 
Positive Mindset. Whatever You 
Decide To Do, Make Sure It Makes 
You Happy. Never Give Up On 
Anything That Makes Your Heart 
Soar.

“The process 
by which 
this has 
gone down 
was a bit 
‘cart before 
horse.’”

— Carin 
McCarthy, 

selectboard 
member

Curbside pick-up, local delivery & shipping available
12 Main St. Bristol  •  802-453-6945  •  www.simonsaysvt.com

Spring has 
Sprung!!

We have lots of fun 
ways to help you play 

outside!

Used & New Books
Puzzles, Board Games

Art & Craft Supplies
Toys & Gifts

Melissa & Doug
Thames & Kosmos

             BO OK S & I N S T R U M EN TS 

1 Main St • Bristol • 453-5982
www.recycledreadingofvt.com

Supply Your Imagination

Mon 10-5, Wed-Sat 10-5, Sun 11-4

Acoustic & Electric Guitars, & Supplies  
   Ukes, Harmonicas, World Instruments
  Kid’s Instruments - Kazoos to Guitars

Cajons, Percussion, Steel Tongue Drums

Your Art Supply Needs 
Painting, Drawing, Calligraphy Supplies 

 Artist Grade Watercolors & Oils 
Art Sets, Clay & Tools, Craft Supplies

Bristol’s Premier Game Shop!
Co-Op, Strategy, World-Building
Legacy, Campaign, Card Games

Gaming Dice, Mats & Game Shells
Cribbage, Backgammon,

Chess, and Checkers Sets
Classic Family & Party Games

One-on-One & Single Player Games

Thousands of Used/New/Discount Books!

Award Winning Children’s Games
Learning Toys, Building & Craft Kits

STEM Kits, Shashibo Cubes

Games & Collectables
Booster Packs
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Greenhouses 
Now Open

Offering:

Hanging Baskets 
Annuals • Perennials
 Vegetables & More

Make us an early stop 
on your spring greenhouse tour - 

You’ll be happy you did!
Open 10-5, Closed Tuesdays

603 Market Road, Bridport, VT
802.758.2979 or 802.989.2752

Motion 
Separation 

Index

170
Super Pocketed Coil™ Springs
The gold standard in undisturbed 
rest.

All Simmons® mattresses are built 
so well you never have to flip them

for the life of the mattress.

   

MAUI™
MEDIUM

      Twin Set ...... $849
     Full Set ........... $949
      Queen Set ........... $995
   King Set ............... $1399

If  you’re not sleeping,  
maybe you’re doing it wrong.
Simmons Beautyrests are designed to bring you better quality sleep – 
so you’ll have more energy the next day.

   
      Twin Set ...... $895
     Full Set ......... $1095
      Queen Set ......... $1299
   King Set ............... $1699

CAYMAN™
EXTRA FIRM

  

L-CLASS™
PLUSH

      
     Twin XL Set ... $2049
    Full Set ............ $2399
   Queen Set ............ $2499
 King Set ................. $3099

  

L-CLASS™
EXTRA FIRM

    
       Twin XL Set ... $1749
    Full Set ............ $2099
    Queen Set ........... $2199  
King Set ................. $2799

  

L-CLASS™
MEDIUM PILLOW TOP

    
     Twin XL Set ... $2349
    Full Set ............ $2699
    Queen Set ........... $2799
  King Set ................ $3399

  

C-CLASS™
PLUSH

      Twin Set .... $2599
     Full Set ......... $2899
      Queen Set ......... $3099
   King Set ............... $4199

  

C-CLASS™
MEDIUM

    
      Twin XL Set .. $2599
   Full Set ........... $2899
      Queen Set ......... $3199
   King Set ............... $4199

1-800-261-WOOD
802-388-6297

• FREE Delivery
• FREE Set-up
• FREE Removal

    www.woodwarevt.com 

FREE
DELIVERY

Route 7 South • Middlebury VT       
Hours: Monday-Saturday 9-5, Closed Sundays

years of mercantile hardship 
brought on by tunnel construction 
and pandemic restrictions. One of 
the bright spots during those tough 
years was “Bundle,” a pop-up 
events space that gained a nice 
following and prompted devotees 
to dine and shop at other downtown 
businesses.

“It gave some energy to the 
downtown,” Duguay said of 
Bundle. “We were thinking of 
ways to replicate that, and one of 
the things our board was adamant 
about is that (a new draw) be 
consistently offered, and offered at 
the same time and same place each 
week.”

They decided on a Midd 
Summer Market series, and agreed 
a manager was needed to provide 
the weekly events with effective 
stewardship. Serendipitously, a 
local charity known as Table 21 had 
been looking for a local economic 
development cause to support, 
and contributed $25,000 to get the 
Midd Summer Markets off to a 
rollicking start. This seed money, 
among other things, enabled the 
organization to hire Nan Carpenter 
as market manager.

The timing was great for 
Carpenter, who’d been looking 
to pivot from her nursing job in 
Rutland County to more civic-
oriented service closer to her 
Middlebury home. She knew she 
wanted to become involved with 
the summer market series as soon 
as she heard about the idea and saw 
the transformed Triangle Park.

“I wanted a new direction in 
life and wasn’t interested in being 
in the health care field anymore; I 
wanted to feel more involved with 
the community,” said Carpenter, 
whose long career in nursing 
included stints with Middlebury 
College, the former St. Mary’s 
School and Camp Keewaydin.

Plans call for the markets 
to become an annual offering, 
financially sustained through 
vendor fees and potential grants. 
Vendors must fill out an application 

Market
(Continued from Page 1A)

specifying which market date(s) 
on which they’d like to reserve a 
10-feet-by-10-feet spot located on 
the hard surface of Triangle Park, 
or abutting grassy area of the town 
green.

The vendor fee is $30 per market.
Organizers envision markets 

with a maximum of 14-18 on-site 
vendors selling a diverse array 
of products ranging from fresh 
seasonal produce to artwork and 
crafts.

“We’re going to offer a unique 
experience week after week in 
terms of the mix of vendors,” 
Duguay promised.

Main Street merchants will also 
be able to benefit on market days, 
according to Duguay. They’ll have 
an opportunity to hold sidewalk 
sales (town permission pending) 
and adjust their store hours to 
remain open until 7 p.m.

Depending on demand, a food 
truck could be allowed to set up 
near the park. Vendors will be 
allowed to sell prepared food as an 
additional on-site convenience for 
market-goers, Duguay confirmed.

The BMP has contracted with 
Town Hall Theater to secure live 
music for the weekly markets; 
performers will likely play/sing for 
two hours at the venue during each 
Thursday session.

Organizers stressed Midd 
Summer Markets won’t compete 
with the traditional Middlebury 
Farmers Markets held each 
Wednesday and Saturday on the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 
7823 property at 530 Exchange St. 

In fact, the BMP is offering current 
Middlebury Farmers Market 
vendors a reduced rate for spots 
at the Midd Summer sessions to 
encourage their participation. Plans 
call for cross-promotional efforts 
among the two markets, according 
to Duguay.

“We are really looking to be 
collaborative on this,” she said. 
“What we’ve said is they can come, 
they can test us out at pretty much 
no risk to them. We’re offering 
them a 50% discount, we’re doing 
the coordination, the marketing and 
providing the music. Come test out 
the downtown space and see how it 
is. We’re saying (to farmers market 
leaders), ‘If your vendors really 
like the experience, maybe that will 
lead to more conversations about 
how the downtown can be utilized 
for a future farmers market.’”
NOVICE VENDORS

No previous experience as a 
market vendor? Each week, the 
BMP will provide a free spot to 
one or two novice vendors who are 
learning the market scene. They’ll 
be provided with a tent, table, 
chairs and sales advice for that one 
free appearance. 

A special section of the market 
will be set aside for established 
Middlebury businesses to promote 
their products, sales, menus and 
more.

Carpenter is already thinking 
big about the market’s potential 
and how it might branch into new 
directions. For example, she’d 
like to set up a booth for child 
entrepreneurs. Her vision includes 
expanding the reach of the market 
to other downtown locations — 
such as the Frog Hollow area, 
with its scenic Otter Creek Falls 
backdrop.

“We’d like to make it a 
Middlebury experience,” she said.

Midd Summer Market is already 
proving a hot ticket with vendors. 
Duguay said vendor spaces are 
sold out for a few of the 20 market 
dates. Those seeking to reserve 
one of the spaces need to fill out 
an application at tinyurl.com/
ycycj37j.

More details about the 
market can be found at 
experiencemiddlebury.com, or by 
emailing MiddSummerMarket@
gmail.com.

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

NAN CARPENTER WILL 
coordinate a series of weekly 
summer markets that will be 
held Thursdays on Middlebury’s 
newly refurbished Triangle Park, 
beginning May 19.

precaution, Ripton’s town 
gathering on Monday was held at 
the Silver Towers Camp off the 
Goshen Road.

In the other contested local 
election on Tuesday, Chris Smith 
topped Perry Hanson, 50-42, in the 
race for a one-year term as town 
constable.

Winners of uncontested elections 
on Tuesday included Timothy 
Hanson, three years, selectboard; 
Tim O’Leary, town moderator, one 
year; Carolyn Smith, delinquent 
tax collector, one year; Tim 
O’Leary, school moderator, one 
year; Elizabeth Walker, cemetery 
commissioner, one year; and Erik 
Eriksen, lister, three years.

Residents added two new 
members to their new school board. 
Townspeople had previously 
agreed to bump their school board 
from three to five members, and 
Jane Phinney (one year) and Wendy 
Harlin (two years) ran unopposed 

for those two new spots. Incumbent 
Molly Witters was unopposed for a 
new three-year term on the panel.

Dickinson confirmed participants 
at Monday’s annual gathering 
OK’d the following financial 
requests by unanimous voice votes:

• A proposed 2022-2023 general 
fund budget of $246,904, up from 
the current spending plan of 
$233,211.

• A proposed fiscal year 2023 
highway budget of $416,050, 
almost $2,000 more than current 
spending.

• $35,000 for the Ripton School 
Board  to pay the following 
expenses: business services 
($8,000), legal services ($10,000), 
supervisory consulting ($6,000), 
curriculum consulting ($6,000), job 
advertising and recruiting ($2,000), 
virtual meeting subscription 
($250), and town office services 
($2,750). All these expenses are 
part of the town’s transition to 
an independent preK-12 school 
district beginning July 1.

• $41,000 for the Ripton 
Volunteer Fire and First Response 
Department to pay expenses from 
July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023.

• $6,000 to the Ripton Cemetery 
Commission.

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

Ripton
(Continued from Page 1A)

VERMONT — The second 
annual #Farm24VT, a 24-hour 
social media celebration of 
agriculture, food, and dairy in 
Vermont, is set to get underway on 
May 18 at 5 a.m. The event will 
run through 5 a.m. on May 19. 

Vermont farmers, agribusinesses, 
and food producers will take to 
social media to share photos, videos, 
and stories, giving people throughout 
the region a real-time look at where 
their favorite food 
and farm products 
come from. All of the 
posts will include the 
#Farm24VT hashtag so 
members of the public 
can easily find them.

More than 4.5 
billion people across 
the globe are now 
actively engaged on 
social media platforms 
( W e A r e S o c i a l ) . 
Showcasing how food 
and other agricultural 
products are made 
on social media is an 
integral trust-building 
tool for farmers and 
producers. Not only 
will the public be 
given this behind-the-
scenes opportunity to 
learn, they also have some other 
prize-packed reasons to tune-in on 
May 18.

In 2021, 100 agricultural and 
food businesses throughout the 
state participated in #Farm24VT. 
They represented a broad spectrum 
of Vermont products, including 
dairy, meat, eggs, maple, honey, 
wool, fruits, vegetables, herbs, 
fungi, rice, trees, and more. 
Altogether, they reached an 
estimated 150,000 consumers in 
Vermont and beyond.

“What I think is most exciting 
about this event is that it brings 
our amazing agriculture and 
food communities together,” said 
Sarah Audet, interim Executive 
Director of Addison County-based 
Champlain Valley Farmer Coalition 
(CVFC), which organizes the event 
in partnership with the Connecticut 

River Watershed Farmers Alliance 
(CRWFA). “They are all deeply 
committed to their work and proud 
to help educate the public about 
our food system.” 

Erin Farr of Farr Farm 
in Richmond concurs. She 
participated in #Farm24VT in 
2021, and plans to do so again this 
year. “Social media has been an 
entertaining and effective way for 
us to build relationships with our 

communities and our 
consumers,” said Farr. 
“It’s an opportunity 
for us to share how 
our values influence 
the way we farm, 
and address some 
common questions 
folks have about food 
production.” 

Janna Guillemette 
of Guillemette Farm 
in Shelburne is 
another participant 
returning for the next 
#Farm24VT. “We 
love what we do. 
Farming is a lot of 
hard work, but it’s 
something we’re very 
passionate about,” 
said Guillemette, who 
often posts funny and 

educational videos of her family’s 
farm. “#Farm24VT is a great way 
for us to spread that message to a 
larger audience, and get them just 
as excited about food and farming 
as we are.”

For community members 
wishing to enjoy all that Vermont 
farmers, food producers, and 
agribusinesses are sharing 
during #Farm24VT, participation 
is simple. They can head to 
Instagram, Facebook, and/or 
Twitter and enter the #Farm24VT 
hashtag in the search bar to find 
their posts throughout the day.

Amy Richardson of the 
Connecticut River Watershed 
Farmers Alliance and one of the 
event’s organizers encourages 
Vermonters to like, comment, 
share, and ask questions.  “Vermont 
farmers and food producers are 

thrilled for this day to share their 
work with the community,” said 
Richardson. “They welcome 
everyone’s questions about what’s 
happening in the agriculture and 
food sectors.”

The event will include the chance 
for those watching from home, 
work, or school to win Vermont 
food and farm products every hour 
of the event. Prizes include a year’s 
supply of Cabot cheese, a Dakin 
Farm breakfast basket, and goat’s 
milk caramel from Fat Toad Farm. 
Other businesses donating prizes 
include 5 Generations Farmstead 
Creamery, Broadfork, Daona 
Farm, Farr Farm, Guillemette 
Farm, Hanover Co-op Food Stores 
of New Hampshire and Vermont, 
Poulin Grain, Silloway Maple, 
Silver Street Alpaca Farm, Smith 
Family Farm, Summit Maple 
Farm, Vermont Creamery, vTerra 
Farms, and West Addison Acres. 

Anyone in the Vermont 
agriculture and food sectors 
who would like to participate 
in #Farm24VT are welcome to 
register through the day of the 
event. All participants receive free 
access to social media workshops 
produced in partnership with New 
England Dairy, an online support 
community, and a toolkit with 
social media tips, post ideas, and 
more. 

#Farm24VT is a project of 
the Champlain Valley Farmer 
Coalition and the Connecticut 
River Watershed Farmers 
Alliance. It is sponsored by Farm 
Credit East, Vermont Agency of 
Agriculture, Cabot, Hanover Co-
op Food Stores of New Hampshire 
and Vermont, Reed’s Equipment, 
North Country Organics, Vermont 
Economic Development Authority, 
Bourdeau Bros. of Middlebury, 
The Farmer’s Feed, Seedway, and 
the New England States Holstein 
Association. 

For more details about 
#Farm24VT, visit their website, 
www.farm24vt; find them on 
Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter 
@farm24vt; or search for the 
#Farm24VT hashtag. 

#Farm24VT event is next week

“What I think 
is most exciting 
about this event 
is that it brings 
our amazing 
agriculture 
and food 
communities 
together. They 
are all deeply 
committed to 
their work and 
proud to help 
educate the 
public about our 
food system.” 

— Sarah Audet

For breaking
news & updates

wherever
you are!

@addisonindependent
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Ye s ,  o f  c o u r s e !

A b s o l u t e l y !

1 0 0 %  v i t a l  t o 
o u r  t o w n s !

T u r n  t o  p a g e  1 0 B  t o  f i n d  y o u r  d r e a m  j o b !

The 
Roaring 
Twenties

MUHS Prom

Photos by Sarah Soule

More than a hundred teens 
came to the Town Hall Theater on 
Saturday to celebrate Middlebury 
Union High School’s 2022 prom. 
Taking part in the festivities were, 
clockwise from top right, Ukrainian 
exchange student  Diana Herasim, 
2022 Senior Prom Queen and King Ivy 
Doran and Eddie Hodde, partygoers 
Hannah Cameron and Cooper 
Laroche, and Lacey Lazarski-Brock 
and Hunter Lloyd, who were dropped 
off by a Salisbury fi retruck that gave 
a “toot-toot” before departing. 

One observer said the kids were 
so happy to have the time together 
and share a special evening in a 
magical place. Christine Giorgio, the 
prom committee chair and advisor, 
deserves tremendous credit for 
putting together such a fabulous 
event! She was ably supported by 
the Prom Committee — Makayla 
Swan, Joleigh Bradford, Vanessa 
Sunderland, Riellie Washburn and 
Addie Richie.
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YOUR YARD, GARDEN AND PET PLACE™          www.MiddleburyAgway.com

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
338 Exchange St., Middlebury • 802-388-4937

Open 7 days! Mon–Fri 8-6 • Sat 8-5 • Sun 9-4

Please Check Back Often for In-Store Specials and Promotions!

MARVELOUS
MAY SPECIALS!

Greenhouse 
Gold Compost

$349
reg. $4.49

Scott’s 
Topsoil
.75 cu. ft. bag

$299
reg. $3.99

Feathered Friend Black 
Oil Sunflower Seed 
40 lb. $2799

reg. $32.99

Grow Max 
3 in 1 
Planting 
Mix
30 qt.

reg. $5.99 each
6 for $24

Hummingbird
Feeders

20% 

Agway 
Natural 
Cedar 
Mulch
$499

3 cu. ft.

1cu ft

Great for
planting 

trees and
shrubs!

While supplies last. Substitute products may be available and cannot be combined with any other sale or offer. Valid now through 5/30/22

statewide due to his regular updates 
and counsel on the COVID-19 
pandemic — lamented the fact 
that a negative byproduct of 
quarantining during the pandemic 
has been more Vermonters putting 
on weight. So he urged them to 
rediscover exercise, particularly 
with the spring season upon us. 
The alternative is damaging in 
many ways, he noted.

“The root cause of so many of 
our societal and health problems 
is social isolation and a lack 
of connectivity to community, 
especially for our youth,” he said. 
“It is so reassuring to me, and 
should be affirming to you, that 
you are confronting this simple 
but critical fact head on in your 

planning for this day.”
He praised the assembled 

planners for their efforts to make 
exercise more convenient for 
locals and visitors alike.

“Healthy community design 
means planning and designing 
communities to make it easier for 
people to live healthy lives,” Levine 
said. “Communities designed for 
the safety of vulnerable road users, 
especially people walking, biking 
and using public transport, will be 
safer for all users.”

The commissioner remarked that 
“Built Environment” was one of 
the themes of this year’s summit.  

“We at the Health Department 
use that term all the time; it is 
clearly a core principle, one that 
forces us to be collaborative and 

VERMONT HEALTH COMMISSIONER Dr. Mark Levine helped 
set the stage for the 2022 Vermont Walk/Bike Summit, which drew 
around 200 planners and activists to Middlebury’s Town Hall Theater 
on May 6.

Independent photo/John Flowers

Bike/Walk Summit
(Continued from Page 1A)

partner broadly, in activities such 
as ‘Health in All Policies,’ which is 
a government task force that brings 
all sectors of state government 
to the same table  — agriculture 
and housing and community 
development and transportation 
and environmental conservation 
— to be informed by health and 
place a health lens on the work 
they are already doing. That is 
where the work of community 
design can become so powerful in 
accomplishing multiple missions 
at once and not just connecting 
point A with point B.”

Levine urged state and local 
governments to work together 
on pedestrian safety upgrades in 
communities. He added maintaining 
healthy and safe communities will 
require buy-in from citizens, along 
with police efforts to enforce the 
rules and the media “to cover 
stories around our transportation 

system and use language that does 
not inadvertently assign blame to 
victims, and individuals can follow 
the rules of the road and respect the 
safety of their neighbors.”
SUMMIT 
ORGANIZERS

The Addison 
County Regional 
Planning Commission 
played a major role in 
organizing this year’s 
summit, specifically 
Mike Winslow, 
the ACRPC’s 
transportation planner. 
Other contributors to 
the summit included 
Levine; Erin Parizo, 
deputy chief engineer 
for the Vermont Department of 
Transportation; Kim Forbes of the 
Mary Hogan Preschool “Walk to 
School” program; and Jim Gish, 
who for several years served as the 

town of Middlebury’s liaison to the 
recently completed downtown rail 
tunnel project.

Don Kostelec, a partner in Idaho-
based Vitruvian Planning, gave 

a keynote address. 
Kostelec has become 
known in part for 
measuring potential 
health impacts in 
planning for municipal 
and private projects 
throughout the U.S.

Creating safe 
walking infrastructure 
is an equity issue, 
Levine stressed. 
Referencing a 
2021 report from 
Smart Growth 

America, Levine said that in 
the U.S., older adults, African 
Americans, Indigenous people, 
and people walking in low-income 
communities “continue to be 

disproportionately represented 
in fatal crashes involving people 
walking.”

Moreover, he said people of 
color — especially Black or African 
American, and American Indian or 
Alaska Native people, — continue 
to die while walking at higher rates 
compared to white, non-Hispanic, 
Hispanic, Asian, and Pacific Islander 
people. He pointed to a state survey 
in 2017 indicating 9% of Vermont 
adults felt their community wasn’t 
at all safe or “slightly safe” to walk 
in, with Vermont adults living with 
disabilities more than three times as 
likely to feel that their community 
was unsafe for walking.”

“And this is in Vermont,” he 
said, with incredulity. “I can only 
imagine what the sentiments are in 
far more populated and urban parts 
of our country.”

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

“Adults should 
have at least 
30 minutes 
of moderate 
intensity 
physical activity 
such as brisk 
walking every 
day.”
— Dr. Mark Levine

EVERY MONDAY, IN all seasons, Mary Hogan Elementary School teachers Kim Forbes and Katie Mitchell lead kids in their pre-K class walks 
to different destinations in town, or through the Buttolph Acres neighborhood, or into the Battell Woods, to practice crossing streets and 
sharing the sidewalk, and to get to know their community. On Friday, during the Vermont Bike/Walk Summit, they discovered the labyrinth at 
the new Lazarus Park and coursed through its paths.

Independent photo/Steve James
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Eagle, Tiger athletes excel at Mt. Abe

By ANDY KIRKALDY
MIDDLEBURY — Visiting 

Enosburg scored 10 runs in the fi nal 
two innings to break open a tight 
game and defeat the Middlebury 
Union High School softball team 
on Saturday, 13-3. 

Combined with a 13-0 setback 
at home to Colchester two days 
earlier, Coach Bob Cameron’s 
Tigers found themselves back at 
.500 (3-3) heading into a busy 
week. 

They were set to host Mount 
Mansfi eld on Monday and 
Vergennes on Tuesday (see softball 
wrap on Page 2B), and then visit 
Mount Abraham on Thursday and 
Milton on Saturday. 

This past Saturday, Cameron said 
he’d like to see more consistency 
from the Tigers when they’re in the 
fi eld. 

“In the losses, our defense has 
struggled a lot, passed balls, and 
just some throwing errors, some 

fi elding errors,” he said. “They just 
add up, and they’re going to hurt 
you.”

On Saturday there were a few 
good moments, including nice 
scoops by third baseman Meredith 
Cameron and fi rst baseman Riley 
Farrell on both ends of a fi fth-
inning play, and a strong throw 
from catcher Patience Hanley 
and a diving tag by shortstop Lily 
Russell to catch a runner stealing in 
the second. 

But Enosburg’s fi nal 10 runs 
were unearned after Tiger miscues 
in the fi nal two innings. Losing 
pitcher Emma Deering allowed 
three earned runs on 11 hits, six 
in the sixth inning, and two walks 
while fanning six. 

The Tigers had chances to break 
through early on, but couldn’t get 
a big two-out hit or a break with 
runners on. 

Coach Cameron said the game 
could‘ve been different with a 

couple more runs in the early 
innings.

“I’m sure it would have, 
but that’s just the way the ball 
bounces,” he said.

Cameron credited hard-throwing 
Hornet hurler Makenna Lovelette, 
who tossed a complete-game six-
hitter, striking out 11 Tigers and 
walking two.

“The little bit quicker pitchers, 
we struggle with at the plate. 
We’ve blown out two different 
teams big-time, but their pitching 
wasn’t as good,” he said.

The Tigers had runners on second 
and third with two out in the fi rst, 
courtesy of a Taylor Betourney 
single and an error, but Lovelette 
fanned the next batter. 

Deering kept the Hornets off 
the boards until the third. Then 
she walked the fi rst hitter, and two 
batters later, Dana Elkins deposited 
an offering over the right-center 

         TIGER FRESHMAN JOSHUA Kafumbe gets  
    some serious air while fi nishing sixth  
           in the long jump at Monday’s track  
  & fi eld meet at Mount Abraham. 

                    Independent photo/Steve James

TIGER SOPHOMORE PITCHER Emma Deering fi res a pitch during the MUHS softball team’s 13-3 loss 
to Enosburg on Saturday. Deering allowed three earned runs on 11 hits while striking out six. 

Independent photo/Steve James

ENOSBURG’S DANA ELKINS just beats Tiger catcher Patience Hanley’s tag after a fi fth-inning 
groundout. Elkins homered and scored four times as her team pulled away in the fi nal two innings to 
win, 13-3. 

Independent photo/Steve James

Enosburg rolls past Tiger softball

By ANDY KIRKALDY
MIDDLEBURY — Third-seeded 

Tufts upset the top-seeded and 
undefeated host Middlebury College 
women’s lacrosse team in Sunday’s 
NESCAC title game, 9-8.

But the 17-1 Panthers on Monday 
still received a top seed for the 
NCAA Division III tournament. 
Middlebury will host Geneseo State 
(14-3) and St. Joseph’s of Maine 
(20-0); those two teams will square 
off on Saturday at 1 p.m. The winner 
will face the Panthers on Sunday at 
1 p.m.

Middlebury, if it survives an 
unlikely upset bid this Sunday, 
appears to be in line to host an 
NCAA regional on May 20 and 21. 

The Panthers’ Sunday setback 
at the hands of the 15-3 Jumbos 
snapped a 42-game winning streak 
for the program dating back to 
the 2019 season. The Jumbos had 
knocked off No. 2 seed Colby on 
Saturday, 10-7, by scoring the fi nal 
fi ve goals of the game. 

In Sunday’s fi nal the Jumbos took 
a 3-0 lead in the fi rst period on a goal 
by Genna Gibbons in the second 
minute followed by two Margie 
Carden strikes. Niki Mormile made 
it 3-1 late in the period. 

The Panthers clamped down 
defensively in the second period, 
allowing only two shots on goalie 
Gina Driscoll (six saves), both of 
which she stopped, and tying the 
game on free-position conversions 
by Grace Getman and Mormile. 
Tufts goalie Molly Laliberty, who 
made nine stops overall, made a 
couple acrobatic saves in the period. 

Both teams scored twice in the 
third period, with Anna Clark and 
Carden fi nding the net for Tufts and 
Hope Shue, in a solo effort, and Anna 
Spehr, on a transition give-and-go 
with Kelcey Dion, answering for 
Middlebury. Susan Rowley caused a 
turnover in the defensive end and set 
up that play. 

The Jumbos then scored three 
times to go on top in the third. Clarke 
and Carden converted within the 
offensive fl ow, and then Caroline 
Walter scooped up a ball the Panther 
defense had knocked loose in the fan 
and beat the shot clock to make it 8-5. 

Shue and Erin Nicholas answered 
to make it 8-7, but Carden cut 
through the fan and converted a feed 
with 3:19 left to give the Jumbos a 
two-goal cushion. 

Getman made it 9-8 with just 
under three minutes to go on a 

behind-the-net feed from Dion. Shue 
then had two free position chances 
in the fi nal 17 seconds, but Laliberty 
made an outstanding kick save on 
one, and the other bounced just wide 
left. 

The Panthers advanced to the fi nal 
by defeating Wesleyan in Saturday’s 
semifi nal, 16-6. They bolted to a 
7-1 lead early in the second period 
and extended it to 11-2 by halftime. 
The 13-4 Cardinals had given the 
Panthers’ their toughest regular-
season battle in a one-goal game at 
Wesleyan.

Olivia Lai gave the Cardinals a 
short-lived lead with the game’s fi rst 
score, but Middlebury’s Jane Earley 
notched three fi rst-period goals, and 
Getman, Shue and Rowley all scored 
in the quarter as Middlebury took a 
6-1 lead. 

Nicholas made it 7-1 early in the 
second, and after another Lai strike 
the Panthers closed out the half with 
goals from Earley, Mormile, Lily 
Riseberg and Shue to take charge. 

Earley added an assist to her fi ve 
goals, and Nicholas and Riseberg 
joined Shue in scoring two goals 
apiece. Driscoll made a career-high 
12 saves, while two Cardinal goalies 
combined for six saves.

Women’s lax falls in NESCAC 
final, still will host NCAA games

Hornets take off in late innings to deal MUHS 10-run loss

By ANDY KIRKALDY
MIDDLEBURY — In a Tuesday 

battle of rebuilding high school 
programs, host Middlebury came 
out on top of Vergennes for its fi rst 
varsity baseball win since 2019, 
6-4.

COVID cancelled the 2020 
season, and the Tigers dropped to 
the JV level last year. Tuesday’s 
victory moved MUHS to 1-7. It 
also gave fi rst-year Coach Tim 
Paquette and sophomore hurler 
Carter Paquette their initial varsity 
wins.

Carter Paquette went the 
distance, allowing 11 hits, not 
all hard-hit, striking out nine and 
walking one. He showed movement 
on his fastball, kept hitters off-
balance with a breaking ball, and 
at times had the Commodores 
chasing pitches. And he seemed to 
get stronger as the game wore on, 
allowing one hit over the fi nal two 
innings. 

“He throws lots of strikes, and 
today he had the defense to back 
him up,” Coach Paquette said. “His 
fastball got a little harder as he got 

pumped up toward the end. Maybe 
the fi rst victory made him go a 
little harder.”

VUHS Coach Andy O’Brien, 
another fi rst-year coach, saw his 
team drop to 2-5 after a run to the 
D-III semifi nal round a year ago 
and then seeing many athletes 
graduate. He said his defense could 
have been a little stronger behind 
losing pitcher (and cousin of the 
winning pitcher) Peyton Paquette, 
and  his batters at times helped out 
the Tiger hurler. 

TIGER SOPHOMORE RILEY Disorda is out at second on a close play as Commodore shortstop Zeke 
Dubois applies the tag. Disorda tried to stretch a third-inning single into a double during the Tigers’ win 
on Tuesday. 

Independent photo/Steve James

Tigers break through, top VUHS

By ANDY KIRKALDY
BRISTOL — The host Mount 

Abraham boys enjoyed their day 
in the spring sun on Monday, 
when they came out on top of an 
eight-team home track and fi eld 
meet with 169 points, besting 
second-place Richford (142) and 
third-place Middlebury (91).

Rice (130.5) prevailed on the 
girls’ side, ahead of MUHS (110.5) 
and the host Eagles (85). 

Gavin Bannister led the Mount 
Abe boys by sweeping the hurdles 
and placing at 400 meters and in 
the triple jump. Eagle Joe Darling 
won the long and triple jumps, 
Alex Yaggy won the javelin and 
took second in the shot put, and 

Evan Roy prevailed in the pole 
vault as Mount Abe excelled in the 
fi eld events. 

The Tiger boys won the four-by-
100-meter relay (Greg Wilhelm, 
Haakon Olsen, Eliot Schneider and 
Ethan Foster) and the 4X800 (Matt 
Berg, Noah Berg, Ethan Spritzer 
and Baker Nelson). 

The MUHS girls got individual 
event wins from Jazmyn Hurley at 
100 meters and Zoe Noble in the 
100 hurdles, and they swept the 
relay events.

Viviana Hammond, Zoe Noble, 
Hurley and Natalia Mendez 
Capelan won the 4X100-meter 
relay; Ella Landis, Beth McIntosh, 
Sarah Benz and Hannah Turner 

prevailed in the 4X400; and Landis, 
McIntosh, Seina Dowgiewicz and 
Turner took the 4X800.

The Eagle girls won only one 
event: Olivia Devino claimed the 
pole vault. 

Both local head coaches, the 
Eagles’ Eva Friend and the Tigers’ 
Ben Weir, were just pleased 
to fi nally be out in reasonable 
weather and to continue to let 
athletes work on their times, 
heights and distances, and in some 
cases continue to experiment with 
new events. 

Both teams also continue to 
work towards qualifying athletes 
for the Division II championship 
meet. At about the midway point in 

the season, Friend said her team 
is enjoying its most successful 
season in a few years and 
has about a dozen athletes 
qualifi ed in as many 
events so far. Weir 
said the count of 
D-II qualifying 
marks for his 
larger team is up to 
about 16 in 28 events. 

The Eagles a l s o 
placed well at an away 
event three days e a r l i e r 
also attended by the 
Vergennes team; see below.

Boys’ individual results at 
Mount Abe on Monday were:

• 100 meters: 6. Foster, MU, 
12.86.

• 400: 2. Noah Engvall, MA, 
58.18; 4. Bannister, MA, 58.61; 6. 
Spritzer, MU, 1:00.06.

• 800: 2. Noah Berg, MU, 
2:21.42; 4. Hugh Ball, MA, 
2:27.48; 5. Spritzer, MU, 2:30.81; 
6. Aaron Carr-Perlow, MU, 
2:32.74.

• 1,500: 2. 
Baxter Harrington, MU, 
4:38.95; 3. N. Berg, MU, 4:49.01; 
4. Engvall, MA, 5:02.93; 5. Toby 
Wells-Spackman, MU, 5:06.42; 6. 
Baker Nelson, MU, 5:07.14.

• 3,000: 2. Schneider, MU, 

10:18.16; 3. Harrington, 
MU, 10:18.84.

• 110 hurdles: 
1. Bannister, MA, 
17.42; 4. Dustin 
Lavigne, MA, 
20.93.
• 300 hurdles: 1. 

B a n n i s t e r , 
MA, 48.39;  
4. Lavigne, 
MA, 53.54.
• 4X100 

relay: 1. 
M U , 49.38 (Wilhelm, 
Olsen, Schneider, 
Foster).

• 4X400: 2. MA, 
4:19.37 (William 

Illiff, Tristan Parker, 
Ball, Engvall).

• 4X800: 
1, MU, 
9:45.82 (M. 
Berg, N. Berg, 

(See Softball, Page 2B)

(See Tigers, Page 3B)
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There’s a NEW CHOICE in 
Trash and Recycling in Middlebury

Ask about our new Curbside Pickup of trash,
recycling and compost

Also offering Commercial and Residential
Roll-off and rear-load dumpsters

Competitive pricing! Family owned
Fully Insured and Environmentally Friendly

Acker Waste Management is taking residential trash and recycling every 
Tuesday and Thursday afternoon 2-6PM and Saturdays 8am-12 noon
$4.00 per bag for kitchen garbage (13 gal).   |   $6.00 per bag for standard trash (30 gal.)

$8.00 per bag for Contractor bags (40+ gal.)

At Quesnel Farm, 1442 Rt 7 North.
Ackerwastemenagement.com
Wade Acker • (802) 349-2414Wade, Henry and Tatum Acker

Enosburg made it 3-1 in the fi fth. 
Elkins worked a leadoff walk and 
reached third on an Emma Keelty 
single and a Lilly Rabtoy sacrifi ce 
bunt. She scored when Lovelette 
grounded to Deering, who checked 
the runner and threw to fi rst; Elkins 
just beat a strong relay to home from 
Farrell. 

Things went south for MUHS 
in the sixth. Gabrielle Spaulding 
reached on an error and moved up on 
a passed ball and scored on two wild 
pitches. Zoe McGee singled in front 
of a Keelty homer to left. Rabtoy 
struck out, but stayed alive on a 
passed ball, and eventually scored 
on Lovelette’s RBI single, making 
it 8-1.

The Tigers got two runs back in 
the bottom of the inning. Rubright 
reached on an infi eld hit, and 
Russell walked. Farrell struck out, 
but stayed alive on a wild pitch, to 
load the bases, and Dame ripped a 
hard ground ball that the Enosburg 
shortstop booted, allowing Rubright 
and Russell to score to make it 8-3.

But any hopes of a rally died with 

Enosburg added fi ve runs in the 
seventh on three errors, a wild pitch, 
and singles by Aleta Dueso, Kayla 
Gervais, Erica Goodhue, Elkins, 

Rabtoy and Lovelette. 
Cameron said the Tigers are 

talented and expects them to bounce 
back. 

“They’ll improve,” he said. “We’re 
not going to give up. We’ll keep on 
trucking, and hopefully things will 
turn for the better.”

TIGER SHORTSTOP LILY Russell dives to tag out Enosburg’s Gabrielle Spaulding while trying to steal 
during Saturday’s softball game at MUHS. Tiger catcher Patience Hanley made a strong throw. Enosburg 
prevailed, 13-3, despite this defensive highlight.

Independent photo/Steve James

ScoreScore
BOARD

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Boys’ Lacrosse

5/4 Mt. Abe vs Randolph ...................6-5
5/6 MUHS  vs St. Albans  ..................7-2
5/7 Montpelier vs MAV ...................13-11
5/9 Fairfax vs OV ...........................12-11
5/10 Burr & Burton vs MUHS ...........14-9
5/11 MAV at OV ...............................Late

Girls’ Lacrosse
5/4 MAV vs Harwood .......................16-3
5/4 Essex vs MUHS ...........................7-5
5/6 MAV vs U-32 ................................7-4
5/9 CVU vs MUHS  ..........................11-5
5/10 MAV vs Spaulding .......... 10-9 (OT)
5/11 St. Albans at MUHS .................Late

Softball
5/5 OV vs Hartford ...........................14-4
5/5 Colchester vs MUHS .................14-0
5/5 Mt. Abe vs VUHS .......................13-0
5/7 Mt. Abe vs Rice ............................9-1
5/7 Enosburg vs MUHS ...................13-3
5/7 VUHS vs Milton .........................17-3
5/7 OV vs West Rutland ....................6-4
5/9 MUHS vs Mt. Mansfi eld ............ 20-2
5/9 Rice vs VUHS ..............................4-2
5/10 Rutland vs OV ...........................6-0
5/10 MUHS vs VUHS ........................2-1
5/10 Mt. Abe vs Milton .....................18-5

Baseball
5/5 Hartford vs OV ..................... 6-5 (10)
5/5 Colchester vs MUHS .................13-5
5/5 Mt. Abe vs VUHS .........................8-3
5/7 VUHS vs Milton .........................10-2
5/7 Enosburg vs MUHS .....................7-3
5/7 Mt. Abe vs Missisquoi ..................9-6
5/9 Mt. Mansfi eld vs MUHS ............ 10-0
5/10 MUHS vs VUHS ........................6-4
5/10 Rutland vs OV .........................11-8
5/10 Mt. Abe vs Milton .......................4-3

Boys’ Tennis
5/7 MUHS vs Harwood ......................7-0
5/9 MUHS vs U-32 .............................7-0
5/11 MUHS at Montpelier  .......Canceled

Girls’ Tennis
5/7 MUHS vs Harwood ......................4-3
5/9 MUHS vs U-32 ............................ 4-3
5/11 Montpelier at MUHS  ...............Late

COLLEGE SPORTS
Women’s Lacrosse

NESCAC Final Four at Midd
5/7 Midd vs Wesleyan .....................16-6
5/8 Tufts vs Midd ...............................9-8

Softball
NESCAC Tournament at Tufts

5/7 Midd vs Colby ..............................7-2
5/7 Tufts vs Midd ...............................9-3

Baseball
NESCAC Quarterfi nal Series at Midd

5/7 Midd vs Tufts ...............................4-3
5/7 Tufts vs Midd .............................22-9
5/8 Midd vs Tufts .............................13-1

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Boys’ Lacrosse

5/12 MUHS at Mt. Mansfi eld .......... 4 PM
5/13 Burlington at MUHS ............... 4 PM
5/14 Stowe at Mt. Abe ..................10 AM
5/14 Fairfax at OV ........................11 AM
5/16 Rice at Mt. Abe ................. 4:30 PM

Schedule  continued
5/17 Mt. Mansfi eld at MUHS .......... 4 PM
5/17 OV at Randolph ................ 4:30 PM
5/18 Milton at Mt. Abe ............... 4:30 PM
5/19 S. Burlington at MUHS .......... 7 PM
5/20 Rice at MUHS ........................ 4 PM
5/21 Mt. Abe at Fairfax .................11 AM

Girls’ Lacrosse
5/12 VUHS at Hartford .............. 6:30 PM
5/13 Lamoille at VUHS ............. 4:30 PM
5/14 S.Burlington at MUHS  .........11 AM
5/16 Rutland at MUHS .............. 4:30 PM
5/16 VUHS at St. Albans .......... 4:30 PM
5/17 Colchester at VUHS ......... 4:30 PM
5/18 MUHS at Mt. Mansfi eld ..... 4:30 PM
5/20 VUHS at St. J ................... 4:30 PM
5/21 Essex at MUHS ....................11 AM

Softball
5/12 MUHS at Mt. Abe .............. 4:30 PM
5/12 VUHS at Enosburg ........... 4:30 PM
5/12 OV at Green Mt.  .............. 4:30 PM
5/14 Mt. Abe at Enosburg .............11 AM
5/14 MUHS at Milton ....................11 AM
5/16 Burr & Burton at OV .......... 4:30 PM
5/17 MUHS at Rice .................... 4:30PM
5/17 VUHS at Mt. Abe  ............. 4:30 PM
5/17 OV at Windsor .................. 4:30 PM
5/19 Mt. Abe at Rice ................. 4:30 PM
5/19 VUHS at Milton ................. 4:30 PM
5/19 MUHS at Enosburg ............ 4:30PM
5/21 MUHS at VUHS ....................11 AM
5/21 Mt. Abe at Milton ...................11 AM
5/21 Brattleboro at OV ..................11 AM

Baseball
5/12 OV at Green Mt.  .............. 4:30 PM
5/12 VUHS at Enosburg ........... 4:30 PM
5/12 MUHS at Mt. Abe ............... 4:30PM
5/14 MUHS at Milton ..................... 3 PM
5/14 Mt. Abe at Enosburg .............11 AM
5/14 VUHS at Missisquoi ..............11 AM
5/17 VUHS at Mt. Abe .............. 4:30 PM
5/17 MUHS at Missisquoi ......... 4:30 PM
5/17 OV at Windsor .................. 4:30 PM
5/19 MUHS at Enosburg ........... 4:30 PM
5/19 VUHS at Milton ................. 4:30 PM
5/19 Mt. Abe at Missisquoi ........ 4:30 PM
5/21 Mt. Abe at Milton ...................11 AM
5/21 MUHS at VUHS ....................11 AM
5/21 Brattleboro at OV ..................11 AM

Boys’ Tennis
5/12 CVU at MUHS  ................. 3:30 PM
5/13 MUHS at Rice ................... 3:30 PM
5/20 N. Country at MUHS ......... 3:30 PM

Girls’ Tennis
5/13 Rice at MUHS  .................. 3:30 PM
5/16 St. Albans at MUHS  ......... 3:30 PM
5/18 Spaulding at MUHS  ......... 3:30 PM
5/20 MUHS at N. Country  ........ 3:30 PM

Track & Field
5/14......................Mt. Abe/MUHS/VUHS
............................................at Burlington
5/19 ....... Mt. Abe, VUHS et al.  at MUHS

COLLEGE SPORTS

Women’s Lacrosse
NCAA D-III Tournament

5/14 Geneseo vs St. Joseph’s ....... 1 PM
5/15 Midd vs Saturday Winner ...... 1 PM

Baseball
NESCAC Final Four at Trinity

Double Elimination
5/13 Colby vs Hamilton ............. 2:30 PM
5/13 Midd vs Amherst  ................... 6 PM
5/14 Games TBD .... 10:30 AM and 2 PM
5/15 Final (2 If Nec) .................10:30 AM
Given rapidly changing schedules those 
interested in attending or viewing events 
are advised to check school websites for 
the latest updates.

ScheduleSchedule

Softball
(Continued from Page 1B)

Teams and Individuals  •  802-388-3060

VERMONTSUN.COM

SWIM 600 YARDS     BIKE 14 MILES     RUN 3.1 MILES

TRIATHLON

LAKE DUNMORE TRIATHLON
JUNE 25 AND AUGUST 14

1600 yard swim • 28 mile bike • 6.2 mile run1600 yard swim • 28 mile bike • 6.2 mile run

June 25 races are USA Triathlon Vermont State Championships

JUNE 25, JULY 17 AND AUGUST 14

BRANBURY CLASSIC TRIATHLON
JULY 17 –1.5 mile paddle • 14 mile bike • 3.1 mile run

ADDISON COUNTY — 
Middlebury and Mount Abraham 
both took rivalry game wins from 
Vergennes to highlight local high 
school softball action between 
May 4 and 10, which also saw 
Otter Valley take two out of three 
and all four teams remain over 
.500.

See story on Page 1B for two 
MUHS games played last week.
MUHS VS. VUHS

On Tuesday, the Tigers 
rallied for a 2-1 victory over 
visiting Vergennes when Taylor 
Betourney slugged a two-run 
homer in the bottom of the sixth, 
a blast following a VUHS miscue. 
The Tigers played solid defense, 
with only one error behind starter 
Lexi Whitney, who allowed one 
run in four innings, and Emma 
Deering, who picked up the win 
in relief. 

Savanah Blaise took the 
pitching loss, allowing one earned 
run and two hits and striking out 
nine. She also scored the VUHS 
run in the fi rst inning on a bases-
loaded walk to Kaitlyn Little. 

MUHS improved to 5-3, and 
VUHS dropped to 5-4.

On Monday, MUHS toasted 
visiting Mount Mansfi eld, 20-2, 
in fi ve innings, bouncing back 
from two losses late last week to 

Colchester and Enosburg. Leading 
the attack were Olivia McCray, 
Hannah Cameron and Meredith 
Cameron, each with two hits and 
two RBIs. Betourney chipped in 
a double and an RBI, and Abby 
Stafford earned the pitching win.  
EAGLES VS. VUHS

On May 5, the Eagles cooled 
off the previously streaking 
Commodores, 13-0, in fi ve innings. 
Payton Vincent earned the win, 
walking two and striking out four. 
She worked out of three jams in 
which the Commodores put two 
runners on base with less than two 
outs. Cami Willsey belted a three-
run homer and doubled, and Eve 
McCormick homered to lead the 
Eagle offense.

For VUHS, Blaise allowed six 
runs through the fi rst four innings 
to take the loss, Audrey Tembreull
doubled twice, and Felicia Poirier
doubled.
EAGLES

On Saturday, the Eagles brushed 
aside visiting Rice, 9-1, as 
McCormick earned the complete-
game win, allowing 10 hits, but 
walking none. McCormick also 
staked Mount Abe to an early 
lead with a fi rst-inning, three-run 
homer. 

Willsey also homered for the 
second straight game, part of a 

three-hit day in which she drove in 
three runs. Lucy Parker doubled, 
singled, scored twice and drove 
in a run, and Dakota Larocque
picked up two hits and an RBI.  

On Tuesday, the Eagles 
dispatched visiting Milton, 18-5, 
to improve to 6-2. McCormick 
homered again, singled twice, and 
drove in fi ve runs. Parker singled, 
doubled and scored three times 
and Bella Powell doubled, tripled, 
scored three runs and drove in 
three.   
COMMODORES

The Commodores bounced back 
on Saturday to dismiss visiting 
Milton in fi ve innings, 17-3. 
Blaise earned the pitching win, 
striking out fi ve, and also had two 
hits, scored twice and drove in a 
run. Also fi nishing with two hits 
for VUHS were Jasmine Little
(double, three runs, four RBIs), 
Tembreull (two runs, three RBIs), 
and Rory Couture (two RBIs).

On Monday, Rice hurler 
Jaydenne Garbarino held the 
Commodores to three hits and 
fanned eight as her team edged 
VUHS, 4-2. Rice’s Lauren Powers 
and Madi Denton hit back-to-back 
RBI singles in the fi fth-inning to 
give their team the lead. 

Jasmine Little doubled and 
singled for VUHS, and Blaise took 

the loss, allowing nine hits and 
fanning seven in six innings.  
OTTERS

On May 5, the Otters topped 
visiting Hartford, 14-4, as Riley 
Keith tossed a two-hitter, striking 
out 14. Keith also slugged a 
three-run double when OV broke 
the game open with eight runs 
in the sixth. Ryleigh LaPorte
walked four times and scored three 
runs, and Mackenzie McKay
contributed two hits for OV.

On Saturday, OV edged host 
West Rutland, 6-4, as McKay went 
fi ve innings for the win, allowing 
four runs, not all earned, on six 
hits, and Keith tossed two innings 
for the save. 

OV scored fi ve times in the 
third on a Keith triple, an error, 
and hits by Sydney Gallo, Alice 
Keith, Sierra Cormany and Bryn 
Blanchard. Riley Keith added an 
inside-the-park home run in the 
fourth. 

On Tuesday, Rutland topped 
OV, 6-0, to snap OV’s six-game 
winning streak as Alyssa Kennedy 
tossed a one-hitter for the host 
Raiders. Cormany singled in the 
fi fth to end Kennedy’s bid for a no-
hitter. Riley Keith took the loss for 
the 6-3 Otters, allowing just one 
earned run while striking  out eight 
in six innings.

Eagles, Tigers take softball rivalry wins

VERGENNES — The Vergennes-
Mount Abraham girls’ lacrosse team 
picked up three more wins in the past 
week to improve to 7-1. 

On May 4, the Commodores 
dismissed visiting Harwood, 16-3, 
as Emerson Rice (four goals, two 
assists) and Halle Huizenga (three 
goals, four assists) led the charge. 
Txuxa Doherty-Konczal and Nell 
Harvey chipped in two goals apiece, 

and goalie Carley Cook made 
eight saves. Highlander goalie Abi 
Leighty stopped fi ve shots. 

On Friday, MAV defeated visiting 
U-32, 7-4, as six Commodores 
scored. Rice led with two, and fi ve 
players had a goal apiece, Annie 
Dufault, Elena Bronson, Huizenga, 
Elena Bronson, Reese Gernander, 
and Doherty-Konczal; Cook made 
three saves. Willa Long scored twice 

for the Raiders, and goalie Emily 
Fuller made eight saves.

On Tuesday, Bronson scored in 
overtime, her third goal of the game, 
as MAV topped host Spaulding, 10-
9. Dufault led MAV with four goals, 
and Doherty-Konczal scored two. 
Cook backstopped the win with nine 
saves. Addison Pinard scored three 
goals for the Tide, and goalie Carson 
Moulton stopped 10 shots. 

MAV girls’ lacrosse team wins 3



Addison Independent, Thursday, May 12, 2022 — PAGE 3B

Sports (Mostly)
KARL 

LINDHOLM

I remember walking into Farrell’s 
Men’s Store in Middlebury my 
freshman year in college. Jimmy 
Farrell, the proprietor, shook my 
hand and asked my name. I told 
him and he immediately said, 
“You’re from Rutland.”

“No,” I answered, bemused. 
“I’m from Lewiston, Maine.” 

This exchange happened 
again and again, whenever I met 
Middlebury townspeople. I was 
baffl ed for a long time. Then I 
had the occasion to drive through 
Rutland on Route 7 and saw the 
Lindholm Diner right there on the 
corner. 

I later learned about 
Lindholm Motors (the 
fi rst VW dealership 
in Vermont), and the 
Lindholm Sporting 
Goods Store. It was 
apparent the Lindholms 
were big in Rutland. 

Growing up, I was 
pretty sure there were 
no Lindholms in the 
world I wasn’t related 
to. It’s not a common 
Swedish name, like Peterson, or 
Olson, or Johansson, and New 
England was never a hotbed of 
Swedish immigration. My people 
settled here to work in the watch 
factory in Waltham, Mass., on the 
Charles River just west of Boston, 
a part of a small but tight Swedish 
community.   

Today, quite to my surprise, the 
sports world seems overrun with 
Lindholms. Have you noticed? 
I fi gure all we Lindholms must 
be related in some way, distant 
cousins perhaps. 

The big Lindholm news is 
that the Boston Bruins traded 
with the Anaheim Ducks in mid-
March for Hampus Lindholm, 
an outstanding defenseman. He 
immediately was paired with 
Charlie McAvoy as the B’s top 
blue line combination. Hampus 
was acquired to enhance Boston’s 
Stanley Cup chances. 

Though he’s only 28, Cousin 
Hampus is in his eighth season in 
the NHL. On Sunday, May 1, he 
was the subject of a major feature 
on the fi rst page of the Boston 
Globe. Hockey writer Matt Porter 
revealed that Hampus is called 
“Lindy” by teammates and friends, 
which is also how my dad, Milton 
Lindholm, quite an athlete himself 
(football), was universally known. 

Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy 
described Hampus as “the human 
breakout” and remarked upon 
“Lindholm’s size, agility, and 
intelligence.” (I read that line and 
thought it might well have been 
written about me when I was 
an athlete here at Middlebury 
College, except for the part about 
size, agility, and intelligence.)

Go Bruins! Go Hampus!
There’s another Lindholm in the 

National Hockey League, also a 
Swede, who plays all the way on 
the other side of North America, 
Elias Lindholm, of the Calgary 
Flames. He claims he is no relation 

to Hampus, but I think he’s not 
looking hard enough. 

Cousin Elias is a high-fl ying 
forward, who was drafted, like 
Hampus, in the fi rst round (fi fth 
overall). At 27, he is playing in 
his ninth season in the NHL. Both 
the Bruins and the Flames have 
a Lindholm leading them in the 
postseason. 

When Brett and I named our son 
“Peter,” we didn’t know he was 
the namesake of one of the top 
athletes in the world in his sport. 
This other Peter Lindholm won 
world championships in curling 

in 1997, 2001, and 
2004, and appeared in 
three different Olympic 
Games. Curling is a 
sport that entrances 
Americans every four 
years. 

My own children 
were Lindholm athletes. 
Jane and David had 
successful college 
careers in rowing and 
soccer, and Peter and 
Annie were enthusiastic 

members of MUHS teams. All are 
sports fans, which pleases their dad 
to no end.

David Lindholm is the athletic 
director at Bard College. Perhaps 
as tacit acknowledgement of 
Sweden’s Peter Lindholm’s 
admirable career, he builds a 
curling rink on the tennis courts at 
Bard each winter. 

Finally, there’s Cousin Remi 
Lindholm of Finland who earned 
international recognition in last 
February’s Winter Olympics 
in Beijing. Remi’s event, the 
50-kilometer cross-country race, 
was delayed more than an hour 
and shortened to 30K because 
of concerns about skiers’ safety 
in the extremely cold and windy 
conditions that day.  

I fi rst heard about Remi’s race 
on ESPN’s Sports Center, then on 
the CBS Evening News — and I 
read about it the next day in the 
Globe. No, Remi didn’t win the 
race and set a world record. It 
was his misfortune that brought 
him fl eeting fame. Here’s the 
headline from CNN online on Feb. 
21: “Cross-country skier Remi 
Lindholm suffers frozen penis in 
mass start race.” 

What surprised many was Remi’s 

admission that this was the second 
time he had been coldcocked 
in a race. He described the pain 
of the warming-up process as 
“unbearable.” This was confi rmed 
to me by a Middlebury friend who 
had been similarly affl icted in a 
long cross-country event — and 
was entirely sympathetic.

Not so sympathetic were 
the dozen or so of my friends 
who emailed me their clever 
commentary on poor Cousin 
Remi’s fate in the Olympics. 

If truth be told, my immediate 
Lindholm clan are not really 
Lindholms at all. 

As a young man, my dad, 
the aforementioned Lindy, 
took a summer school course 
in anthropology. The professor 
was showing off in the fi rst class 
by going through the names 
of the students in the class and 
commenting on their national 
backgrounds.

“Ah, ‘Lindholm,’” he said, “a 
Swede, and one who came from 
a family of status or means,” 
and then explained Sweden’s 
patronymic convention, in which 
sons take on as their surname the 
fi rst name of the father, hence all 
those Petersons and Johanssons. 
Members of the nobility or clergy 
adopted their own names.

My dad went home and proudly 
reported this information to his 
mother, who said, “Sit down, son, 
and I’ll tell you the story of the 
Lindholms,” which in short goes 
like this:

My great-grandfather was 
Carl, the son of Olof Larsson — 
consequently, Carl Olsson. When 
he entered the Swedish military, 
he was allowed (encouraged!) to 
choose another name because of 
the abundance of Olssons. 

He chose “Lindholm,” which 
essentially means someplace 
where there’s a linden tree. When 
he left the military, he retained the 
name. He liked it. If he hadn’t, we 
would all be Olsons! 

I asked my mother once why 
they named me Karl with a K, and 
not a C, if I were named after my 
historic forebear, Carl.

She shrugged: “We preferred it.”
I’m just glad they didn’t name 

me Hampus.
Contact Karl Lindholm at 

lindholm@middlebury.edu.

What’s in a Name? Hampus Lindholm!

WHEN HE WAS a student at Middlebury College, our sports 
columnist was quite sure he was the only Lindholm in Vermont, until 
he drove by the Lindholm Diner in Rutland! Now the sports world 
seems overrun with Lindholms.

By ANDY KIRKALDY
MIDDLEBURY — The 

Middlebury College baseball team 
defeated visiting Tufts, 13-1, on 
Sunday in the decisive third game 
of the teams’ NESCAC quarterfi nal 
series and advanced to the league’s 
fi nal four at Trinity this weekend. 

The teams split games on 
Saturday, the Panthers winning the 
opener, 4-3, and the Jumbos taking 
a 22-9 victory in the second game 

Middlebury (26-11) will take 
on Amherst (16-16-1) at 6 p.m. on 
Friday in the four-team double-
elimination fi nal four at Trinity. 
Bowdoin (16-19) and Colby (23-11) 
meet at  2:30 p.m., and games will 
follow on Saturday and Sunday to 
determine the NESCAC champion 
and the league’s representative in 
the NCAA Division III tournament. 

In this past Sunday’s decisive 
game vs. 24-12 Tufts, the Panthers 
gradually pulled away. Alec Ritch 
pitched six innings of one-run 
ball, and Cole Crider and George 
Goldstein mopped up. 

The Panthers got two runs in the 
second inning on hits from Nathan 
Samii, Chris Borter and Andrew 
Ashley and a groundout from 
Saturday hero Zip Malley. 

Two walks, a wild pitch and a 
Jack Stolper sacrifi ce fl y made it 

3-1 in the third after the Jumbos 
added a run in the top of the inning. 

In the fourth, the Panthers scored 
three on a Beau Root RBI grounder, 
a walk, a John Collins RBI single 
and an error. When Ritch scored 
he became the program’s single-
season leader with 45 runs. 

In the sixth, Collins deposited 
a hanging curve far over the left-
fi eld fence to make it 7-1; it was 
his league-best 12th homer. Inthe 
sevent, Stolper homered and Borter  
and Ritch added RBIs to make it 
10-1. Middlebury added runs in the 
eighth, on a Malley two-run double 
and a Borter grounder. 

Borter fi nished with four hits and 
scored three runs, Samii and Root 
had two hits apiece. 

On Saturday, the Panthers won 
the opener, 4-3, when Malley 
dumped a two-out, ninth-inning 
RBI single into right center to 
plate Sammy Smith, who singled 
and moved to second on a Stolper 
bunt. Goldstein (3-1) earned the 
win, tossing the fi nal 2.2 innings, 
allowing one hit and whiffi ng fi ve.

Middlebury took a 2-0 lead in 
the second when Stolper homered 
after Ashley singled. Miles Reid 
homered off starting pitcher Alex 
Price to make it 2-1 in the fourth, 
while Smith homered to restore the 

two-run lead in the bottom of the 
inning. 

Tufts tied the game in the 
sixth on a solo homer by Connor 
Flavin and an RBI double by Ben 
Leonard. Cameron Mayer took the 
loss allowing four runs on nine hits 
with 13 strikeouts in 8.2 innings.

In Saturday’s second game, the 
Jumbos scored nine runs in the 
fi rst inning off losing pitcher Alex 
Rosario (6-3) and Andrew Gatland, 
and added two more in the third, 
blasting three home runs in the 
process. 

The Panthers scored eight in the 
third inning to make it 11-8, but 
the Jumbos roughed up a series of 
Middlebury relievers and pulled 
away to win by 22-9 and force 
Sunday’s decisive game.

Samii (two hits, four RBIs) and 
Collins (fi ve hits) homered for the 
Panthers, and Ritch drilled a two-
run double. 

Peter DeMaria led Tufts with 
four hits, including a double and 
one of four Tufts homers, while 
driving in three runs and scored 
three times. Patrick Solomon added 
three hits and scored three runs, 
while driving in three. Connor 
Podeszwa (5-3) earned the win in 
relief, giving up one run over six 
innings.

“We just didn’t support our 
(pitcher). He followed the game 
plan, did what we wanted him to 
do. We just didn’t produce, didn’t 
execute the small things we needed 
to do,” O’Brien said. “(There were) 
some ground balls the kids have got 
to start laying out for, sacrifi cing, 
which we’ve been building upon, 
and then we were just not executing 
at the plate.”

The Tigers, who have just one 
senior and one junior on the roster, 
took a 1-0 lead in the fi rst when Tim 
Whitney reached on an infi eld error 
with two outs and Paquette singled 
him home. 

The Commodores equalized in 
their next at-bat. Gabe Scribner 
singled, Tyler Kimball bunted him 
to second, and Reese Paquette (yes, 
another cousin) poked an RBI single. 

The Tigers erupted for four runs in 
what proved to be a decisive bottom 
of the second inning. Riley Disorda 
led off with a single, stole second 
and moved to third on an errant 
throw on the play, and scored on 
Jacob Kemp’s RBI ground out. 

Senior Jack Wallace re-started 
the rally with a single, and leadoff 

hitter Alex Sperry bunted his way 
on. Catcher Cole Warren loaded the 
bases with another single, and then 
came a key play. 

Whitney drilled a hard-hit two-
out grounder that could have ended 
the inning, but it bad-hopped the 
infi elder and went for an RBI single. 
Carter Paquette followed by pulling 
a double just out of the diving reach 
of VUHS third baseman Eyon 
Tembreull, and it was 5-1. It could 
have been more, but Kimball in left 
fi eld made an outstanding catch to 
end the threat. 

The Commodores fought back 
in the third, opening the inning 
with back-to-back doubles by Zeke 
Dubois and Peyton Paquette to make 
it 5-2. A wild pitch moved courtesy 
runner Elijah Duprey to third. 
Tembreull then walked and tried to 
steal second. Warren threw him out, 
with Duprey scoring on the play, and 
it was 5-3. 

The Commodores then loaded 
the bases with two out on a Scribner 
bloop single and infi eld hits by 
Kimball and Parker Kayhart. But 
Carter Paquette ended the threat 
with a strikeout, and runs after that 
became harder to come by for both 

teams.
Sperry manufactured a run for 

MUHS in the fourth. He doubled, 
stole third and scored when the 
throw got away. The Commodores 
got their fi nal run in the fi fth, when 
Kimball singled and Reese Paquette 
doubled him home. 

Both coaches afterward were 
confi dent their teams are on the 
upswing. O’Brien pointed to the 
strong all-round game VUHS played 
in a 10-2 win over Milton three days 
earlier.

“We’re getting there,” he said. “I 
keep telling the kids we’re getting 
closer.”

Paquette was happy to see better 
defense and said as long as the Tigers 
maintain a positive frame of mind 
they will continue to improve. They 
have played fi ve tough Division I 
teams in the early going, and the rest 
of the way his team will battle in its 
weight class. 

“I try to tell them we’re young. 
We’re facing guys who are a couple 
years older. We’re going to take our 
knocks,” Paquette said. “But don’t 
let it get you down. Just keep up the 
hard work and play the game you 
know.” 

MUHS THIRD BASEMAN Jack Wallace and VUHS baserunner Elijah Duprey look to the umpire for the 
call on this close play on Duprey’s sixth-inning steal of third base in Tuesday’s game at MUHS. The ruling: 
Safe, but the Tigers stranded him there.

Independent photo/Steve James

Tigers 
(Continued from Page 1B)

MIDDLEBURY — The 
Middlebury Union High School girls’ 
tennis team claimed a pair of recent 
matches, defeating host Harwood 
on Saturday, 4-3, and knocking off 
visiting U-32 on Monday by the same 
score. The Tigers improved to 4-2. 

Their individual results vs. 
Harwood, with a key tiebreaker win 
by the Tigers’ top doubles team to 
offset three tiebreaker losses, were:

At No. 1 singles, Scarlet Carrara, 
M, defeated Livi Ambler, H, 6-0, 6-1.

At No. 2 singles, Julia Bartlett, M, 
defeated Ella Dice, H, 6-1, 6-1.

At No. 3 singles, Talia Cotroneo, 
M, defeated Livy Sprague, H, 6-1, 
6-2.

At No. 4 singles, Cierra McKay, H, 
defeated Paige Hescock, M, 4-6, 6-4, 
10-8.

At No. 5 singles, Anna Alberghini, 
H, defeated Oni Krizo, M, 3-6, 6-2, 
10-6.

At No. 1 doubles, Audrey 
Carpenter/Caroline Nicolai, M, 
defeated Quinn Nelson/Charlie Flint, 
6-7 (4-7), 6-3, 13-11.

At No. 2 doubles, Addey Lilly/Cass 
Berry, H, defeated Sophie Mason/
Maeve Roche, M, 6-3, 1-6, 10-7.

The individual results vs. U-32, 
with many hotly contested results, 
were: 

At No. 1 singles, Carrara, M, 
defeated Ruby McElwain, U-32, 6-1, 
6-2. 

At No. 2 singles, Bartlett, M, 
defeated Tovah Williams, U-32, 6-1, 
6-2.

At No. 3 singles, Cotroneo, M, 
defeated Jin Clayton, U-32, 6-4, 3-6, 

10-8.
At No. 4 singles, Maya Elliott, 

U-32, defeated Hescock, M, 6-4 7-6 
(7-4).

At No. 5 singles, Samantha 
Martzke, U-32, defeated Kaya 
Wright, M, 6-4 7-6 (7-4).

At No. 1 doubles, Yvette Petrella/
Meredith Wilcox, U-32, defeated 
Carpenter/Nicolai, M, 6-4, 7-6, (7-3).

At No. 2 doubles, Roche/Krizo, 
M, defeated Kaitlyn Moyer/ Sophie 
Martel, U-32, 6-2, 6-3.

Tiger girls’ tennis takes two matches

Panther nine advances in NESCAC postseason

Call 802-989-7220
OR email order inquiries
to info@ottereast.com

Be sure to check out our 
Facebook page for any 
specials and updates. 
Thank you all for your 
continued support!

Starting Monday May 16th  
we will be open six days a week. 

MON. 7 AM-1 PM • TUES.-SAT. 7 AM- 2 PM • SUN. CLOSED
51 OSSIE ROAD    EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT    802-989-7200

A light selection of our baked  goods/pastries  
will be available on Monday. 

Full breakfast and lunch menu available!
Now available at: 

ADDISON  COUNTY
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By the wayBy the way

Ski champs

The MUHS girls’ Nordic team 

trounced the competition in the 

state meet. See Sports, Page 1B.

Recreation

Look for kid and adult sports 

and activites opportunties in our 

Spring Guide inside. 

March - May 2022
March - May 2022

Programs, Athletics and Special Events for Adults, Youth and Families

Programs, Athletics and Special Events for Adults, Youth and Families

Middlebury Parks & Recreation Department

townofmiddlebury.org
MIDDLEBURY

Parks & Recreation

move  •  grow  •  connect

Challengers unseat ACSD incumbents Exchange student 

stands up for Ukraine

Doria, McCallum win convincingly

Vergennes 
OKs $25.5M 
for big sewer 
overhaul

Majority 
of school 
budgets 
approved
OV & Slate Valley

plans are rejected

MAUSD towns 

ratify Lincoln’s 

withdrawal vote
Midd picks Hooper, 

Seeley and Thomas

Cannabis 
sales OK’d 

in 3 towns

Delia-Lôbo’s selectboard bid falls short

(See School budgets, Page 14A)

(See Lincoln, Page 15A)

(See Middlebury, Page 16A)

(See Cannabis, Page 16A)

(See Vergennes, Page 16A)

(See Herasim, Page 14A)

(See ACSD board, Page 15A)

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Esther 

Thomas, Andy Hooper and Heather 

Seeley on Tuesday prevailed in a 

four-person race for three available 

three-year terms on the Middlebury 

selectboard.
Incumbent Esther Thomas was 

the top vote-getter with 

955 tallies, followed by 

challenger Andy Hooper 

(845) and incumbent 

Heather Seeley (783). 

Resident Matthew 

Delia-Lôbo finished 

out of the running with 

516 votes in his first 

municipal election.

Longtime incumbent 

Middlebury Selectman 

Nick Artim chose not to 

run for re-election.

Thomas, a one-year incumbent 

and residential director at 

Middlebury College, is a member 

of the town’s Infrastructure 

Committee and a leader of the 

community’s Diversity, Equity and 

Inclusion (DEI) efforts.

“I want to thank people for voting 

for me and being so supportive,” 

Thomas said during a post-election 

interview.

Her priorities for the next 

three years include expanding 

Middlebury’s affordable housing 

stock, supporting a library 

renovation/expansion project and 

continuing to make Middlebury a 

welcoming community through the 

DEI work that’s under way.

Hooper, an IT 

programmer at the Agri-

Mark/Cabot corporate 

office in Waitsfield, is 

pleased to have been 

elected after having lost 

out on a selectboard spot 

(to Thomas) last year.

“I’m thrilled,” he said.

Among other things, 

he’s looking forward 

to getting up to speed 

on board protocols 

and touring municipal 

facilities to speak with town 

workers. Having previously served 

four terms on the Montpelier City 

Council, Hooper already knows a 

lot about municipal government.

His stated priorities include 

increasing the local affordable 

housing stock, making the 

community more business-

friendly, and finding ways for 

“I want 

to thank 

people for 

voting for 

me and 

being so 

supportive.”

— Esther 

Thomas

Henry Luther Sheldon, founder 

of the Henry Sheldon Museum, 

was an avid collector. Now the 

Middlebury museum that bears 

his name (and his collection) 

wants to see, and display, some 

of your interesting artifacts. The 

Sheldon Museum is organizing a 

summer exhibit called “Addison 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

LINCOLN — Members of Save Community 

Schools are celebrating after an overwhelming 

affirmation Tuesday of their proposal to 

withdraw Lincoln from the Mount Abraham 

Unified School District.

This past August, in an effort to prevent their 

school from being closed, Lincoln residents 

voted by a 3-to-1 margin to withdraw from the 

MAUSD. That was the first step in a long process 

dictated by state statutes.

The second step was getting the four other 

MAUSD member towns of Bristol, Monkton, 

New Haven and Starksboro to ratify Lincoln’s 

vote. That was accomplished on Town Meeting 

Day, when the voters of those towns approved 

Lincoln’s plan — by a combined 3-to-1 margin.

In all, the towns cast 1,366 votes in favor, 441 

against.
Individual town results broke down as follows:

• Bristol: 554-219.

• Monkton: 289-70.

• New Haven: 240-90.

• Starksboro 286-54.

“We’re delighted,” said Paul Forlenza, the 

Lincoln selectboard’s liaison to Save Community 

Schools (SCS) and an active and outspoken 

supporter of the withdrawal movement. “This 

victory reflects an incredible amount of hard 

work, not only in Lincoln but in other towns as 

well.”
SCS is a group of parents and community 

By ANDY KIRKALDY

VERGENNES — Vergennes 

residents on Tuesday strongly 

backed spending up to $25.5 million 

— with an expectation of major 

outside government funding — for 

a complete overhaul of the city’s 

failing and aging sewer collection 

system and treatment plant.

The vote in favor of the council 

proposal went 384 to 60, or about 

87-13%.
Vergennes officials believe 

ratepayers will probably have to 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — An Addison 

Central School District board 

election firmly rooted in the 

debate over the future of small 

rural schools culminated in wins 

on Tuesday for two outspoken 

advocates for keeping all of the 

ACSD’s elementary schools open.

Town Meeting Day voting saw 

residents in the ACSD towns of 

Bridport, Cornwall, Middlebury, 

Ripton, Salisbury, Shoreham and 

Weybridge endorse challenger 

Joanna Doria over incumbent 

Amy McGlashan, 1,461-802, to 

represent Ripton on the 13-member 

panel.
In the other contested race, 

Jamie McCallum bested incumbent 

(and ACSD board Chair) Mary 

Cullinane, 1,389-845, to serve 

three years as the Weybridge 

representative on the board, which 

oversees preK-12 education for 

children in the seven member 

towns.
Doria, a member of Save Our 

Schools (SOS), already serves on 

the Ripton School District board, 

which is overseeing the town’s 

transition from ACSD member 

to an independent 

school district. Ripton 

has navigated all the 

statutory hurdles to 

become independent, 

effective July 1, 2023. 

So barring Ripton’s 

re-entry into the 

ACSD, Doria’s term 

on the district board 

will last 16 months, 

instead of three years.

McCallum, a first-

time candidate for 

local office, is also 

an advocate for preserving rural 

schools. While the ACSD board has 

no plan on the table to close any 

of the district’s seven 

elementary schools, a 

solid majority of the 

panel has stated that 

declining enrollment 

and rising education 

costs are likely to soon 

drive decisions on how 

many school buildings 

the district will be 

able to afford without 

overburdening local 

taxpayers.
All four candidates 

ran active campaigns 

that included multiple support 

messages that appeared in the 

By INDEPENDENT STAFF

ADDISON COUNTY — 

Residents in the Addison Central, 

Mount Abraham Unified and 

Addison Northwest school districts 

on Tuesday all strongly supported 

spending plans for the 2022-2023 

academic year.

But at the same time, the Otter 

Valley Unified Union School 

District budget was defeated, 

522-462, by voters in the Brandon 

area. The district’s proposed budget 

presented a 7.8% jump in spending 

to $22,710,955 with per-pupil 

spending increasing by 9.72%. 

Taxes throughout OVUUSD 

district towns, however, were not 

expected to rise nearly as much, 

with Brandon’s taxes rising only 

1.69% compared to the prior year, 

for example. 

School officials were surprised 

because very little public comment 

By JOHN S. McCRIGHT

MIDDLEBURY — When 

Diana Herasim left her European 

home last August to come to 

America and take part in a 

student exchange program she 

thought that the uneasy peace 

between her country and her 

neighbors would hold.

“I didn’t have any idea how 

this would change,” the 15-year-

old Middlebury Union High 

School junior said in a Tuesday 
DIANA HERASIM

All in favor?
IT WAS JUST like old times … plus face masks. As we approach the second anniversary of the COVID-19 pandemic and most 

Vermont towns again decided all of their annual town meeting decisions by Australian ballot, folks in Goshen saw the falling infection 

rate and decided to host an in-person town meeting this past Monday night. Here some of the three dozen participants weigh in on an 

article with a show of hands. Read all of our town-by-town coverage of town meetings on Pages 8A-13A. Independent photo/Steve James

A LITTLE BOY gets a civics lesson while his mom 

votes Tuesday in the Middlebury Recreation Center, 

where three candidates won seats on the local 

selectboard. Independent photo/Steve James

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

BRISTOL — Bristol voters on 

Town Meeting Day overwhelmingly 

approved a measure that will permit 

licensed cannabis retailers to 

operate in town.

They were joined by Ferrisburgh 

and Weybridge residents who also 

OK’d retail cannabis questions 

on their ballot. Leicester and New 

Haven defeated similar proposals.

In Bristol, the article, which 

“Coming 

together will 

be a challenge, 

given the 

lingering 

history, but I 

hope doable if 

we all agree to 

begin to heal 

together.”
— Joanna Doria
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Everlasting
After a two-year wait, “Tuck Everlasting” finally takes the stage at THT. See Arts + Leisure.

By the wayBy the way

Big lax victory
The Panther men knocked off the No. 3 team in NCAA Division III on Saturday. See Page 1B.

Ferry
A Cornwall resident is adding a new chapter to the Fort Ticonderoga Ferry story. See Page 1C.

The 5-Town Partnership will sponsor a food drive outside of Shaw’s Supermarket in Bristol on Friday, April 8, from 2-6 p.m., and Saturday, April 9, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. All items donated will be sent to the Bristol Have a Heart Food Shelf and the Little Free Pantries in Starksboro, 

Activists pushing for stricter ‘clean heat’ bill350VT: Without fixes it’s just ‘greenwashing’

Orb Weaver Creamery ceases operations

Shoreham Rep. Terry Norris to 
step away

Key issue could threaten merger

Warning: Middlebury road projects ahead

House prices and more stymie young owners’ dreams

School closure seen as deal breaker

By CHRISTOPHER ROSSMONKTON — In 2016, when cheesemaker Kate Turcotte and her husband, Zack Munzer, began working with Marjorie Susman and Marian Pollack of Orb Weaver Farm with an eye toward taking over Orb Weaver’s cheesemaking operation, the young couple rented a house up the road.The house was convenient, but it was very, very small, Turcotte said. 
The way the story spooled out over the next five years presents glaring examples of the challenges Vermont faces as it tries to put a younger face on an aging population: How do we make suitable housing available and affordable to younger families, how do we pass on the 

CHEESEMAKER KATE TURCOTTE, left, and Zack Munzer of Orb Weaver Creamery in Monkton have 

sold off the last of their herd and said goodbye to their dream of carrying on the Orb Weaver legacy. The 

pandemic, a lack of affordable housing and other factors contributed to Turcotte and Munzer’s decision 

to close up shop.

Photo by Aliza Eliazarov

By JOHN FLOWERSSHOREHAM — Rep. Terry Norris of Shoreham will not seek another term this fall representing the Addison-Rutland House district, which includes the towns of Orwell, Shoreham, Whiting and Benson.The Independent has served in the Vermont House since early 2017, when Gov. Phil Scott appointed him to serve out the balance of a two-year term vacated by Rep. Alyson Eastman, I-Orwell, who was tapped to serve as Vermont’s deputy secretary of agriculture. Norris — a former farmer, Fort Ticonderoga Ferry captain and an avid photographer — was appointed to the House Committee on Agriculture and 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSSVERMONT — Climate and energy activists are raising the alarm about what they see as critical flaws in a proposed climate bill now being considered by the Vermont Senate Committee on Natural Resources and Energy.H.715, which passed the House last month, creates a “Clean Heat Standard” that aims to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in Vermont’s heating sector by 40%, by 2030. That sector currently accounts for more than a third of the state’s climate-changing emissions.The three major tools the Clean Heat Standard proposes using are biofuels, electric heat pumps and building weatherization. But critics doubt it will work.“This bill is trying to do too much and satisfy too many interests too quickly,” said Bristol Energy Committee Member Richard Butz, who is 

a member of 350VT. “I think many of us feel that this is a bill with some very important flaws that could, if passed the way it is, create the impression we’ve done something in regard to greenhouse gas reductions, but haven’t, actually. So it becomes a case of greenwashing.”
If it becomes law, H.715 would require certain providers of fossil-based heating fuels — oil, propane, natural gas, coal and kerosene — to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions by obtaining “clean heat credits.” They could do this by delivering lower-carbon options to their customers, making deals with other companies that deliver such options, helping install non-fossil-fuel heating systems, or buying credits from the marketplace. 

Implementing all of this would 

“We’re at a juncture in our world where there will be losers … I’m not sure why we’re trying to satisfy Vermont Gas or the heating fuel dealers.”— Kimberly Hayden

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Those who live, work or shop in Middlebury will encounter a few traffic inconveniences this spring and summer due to construction projects aimed at improving water system infrastructure and road conditions on Washington Street, Court Square and Colonial Drive.

The good news is that a lot of the work will be done at night and any traffic hassles should be a relative walk in the park for a populace that courageously weathered a $72 million rail tunnel project that tied up portions of downtown Middlebury for four years.Headlining the 2022 slate of spring-summer projects will be 

the replacement of a substantial amount of antiquated water main extending from Washington Street at Seminary Street, across Court Square, over to the town green, and then over to the intersection of Main and Seymour streets. With the winning bid of $1,988,351, Beldon Construction LLC will do 

Movin’ to the beatSENY DAFFE LEADS a group of Ripton Elementary School children in a dance at the school this past Friday afternoon while his 

partners in the Jeh Kulu drum ensemble of Guinea provide the music. See more photos of the fun on Page 8A.
Independent photo/Steve James

By CHRISTOPHER ROSSADDISON COUNTY — After ambivalent discussions on Monday night, the ANWSD-MAUSD Merger Study Committee  gave preliminary approval to an article of agreement that would allow a future merged district to close elementary schools if certain academic and financial conditions are met.The step was more of a placeholder than a decision. 

Only five of the committee’s 15 members voted in favor of it, with four opposing and six abstaining. The vote was then followed by a unanimous commitment to revisit the article and its language at a future meeting.
The comittee has been charged with studying the possibility of a merger between the Addison Northwest and Mount Abraham Unified school districts, but after 

nine months, some members have begun to express doubts about its feasibility.
“I feel like not including the language that protects the town school is a non-starter,” said committee member Dustin Corrigan of Bristol. “I don’t think this merger will pass without it, and I also think it will result in more schools leaving the current districts.”

Lincoln and Starksboro have 

Who needs snow?A SNOWBOARDER MAKES the transition from winter to spring by skimming the pond in front 

of the Middlebury College Snow Bowl lodge on Saturday. He was joined by around 115 others in 

the event that invited participants to dress for the occasion — clearly this guy got the message.Independent photo/Steve James
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Rollercoaster
Josh Panda & Clint Bierman 
join forces to vie in the American 
Song Contest. Watch the show 
live at THT. See Arts + Leisure.

By the wayBy the way

Eagles top OV
In a boys’ lax rival game, Mount 
Abe-VUHS outlasted the Otters 
in Bristol. See Sports, Page 1B.

Spring Sports!
Our special section inside takes 
a comprehensive look at all of the 
local high school athletic teams. 

Here’s something to put the 
recent, stellar play of Middlebury 
College women’s sports teams in 
perspective. Our sports columnist 
Karl Lindholm, who is both a 
scholar and an avid fan of Panther 

College land buy to boost affordability

Summer parades to return
Bristol, Midd and 
Vergennes 
events are back 

HOUSING HELP

Community 
poem heaps 
praise, love 
on Bristol

MUMS adding a 2nd 
principal to its team

New FCS head 
will look to 
support staff 
and students

Prominent Rt. 7
intersection   
could host two 
new ventures 

Mary Hogan’s Wisell will join Dudek

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
BRISTOL — As spring 

begins to reawaken the Vermont 
landscape, a new and unusual web 
of life has sprung up in Bristol. 

It didn’t poke up out of the 
soil, soak in the rain and reach 
for the sunshine, but its roots are 
deep and well-nourished — with 
hometown love and civic pride.

“Love Notes to Bristol” is a 
crowdsourced poetry project, 
a web of life spun by dozens 
of community members, 
whose moments of admiration, 
cherishing and yearning can be 
read across 38 lawn signs around 
town.

The final product, an “Ode 
to Bristol,” is also available for 
viewing in a special display at the 
Lawrence Memorial Library.

(See Bristol poem, Page 9A)

(See New business, Page 12A)

(See MUMS, Page 11A)

(See Ferrisburgh, Page 11A)

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 

Union Middle School will soon 
adopt a new leadership structure 
to help it navigate through recent 
challenges that have included 
handling an unusual number 
of student discipline issues and 
absorbing, for the first time, 
sixth-graders from throughout the 
Addison Central School District.

In a recent email to the community 
MUMS Principal Michael Dudek 
said MUMS will transition to a 
co-principalship, beginning this 
summer. Dudek’s co-leader will be 
current Mary Hogan Elementary 
School Assistant Principal Michaela 
Wisell.

And thanks to federal Elementary 
and Secondary School Emergency 
Relief (ESSER) funding, the new 
leadership team will allow — for at 
least the 2022-2023 academic year 
— Karyn Stannard to continue as a 
MUMS assistant principal.

“With myself, Michaela and 
Karyn, we have a leadership team 
who can focus deeply on the 
academic and social emotional 
development of our students,” 
Dudek stated in his email. “We have 
the skills to help our elementary 
students transition to MUMS and 
support MUMS students as they 
transition to (Middlebury Union 
High School). And we will be able to 

By ANDY KIRKALDY
FERRISBURGH — The next 

Ferrisburgh Central School 
principal, Rae Donovan, will 
arrive in July from the Mount 
Abraham Union School District, 
where she has served as the 
district’s Social and Emotional 
Learning Coordinator since 2019.

Donovan, 39, will often have 
a passenger from her North 
Ferrisburgh home this fall: 
Her older daughter attends 
kindergarten at FCS, and before 
too long her younger daughter will 
join her at the school. 

Donovan will also bring a 
diverse résumé to FCS, one that 
includes special education, English 
and Humanities teaching jobs in 

By ANDY KIRKALDY
FERRISBURGH — The 

Ferrisburgh selectboard on 
Tuesday, April 5, signed a deal 
to sell the town-owned 34.9-acre 
parcel at the junction of Routes 7 
and 22A to a pair of buyers, one a 
maker of artisanal shortbread now 
based in Shelburne, and the other a 
founder of Caledonia Spirits, who 
would process and grow grain and 
could also open a distillery on the 
site. 

The three parties, Douglas 

By INDEPENDENT STAFF
ADDISON COUNTY 

— After a two-year hiatus 
caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic, organizers of three 
of the biggest annual parades in 
Addison County have decided 
the festivities will resume this 
summer.

American Legion officials in 
Vergennes and Middlebury said 
their Memorial Day parades 
will be revived on May 30, 
and then Bristol’s Fourth of 
July parade has the green light 
to march down Main Street on 
Independence Day.

“We have the permit in hand 
for the Middlebury Memorial 
Day Parade,” said Tom Scanlon, 
adjutant for American Legion 
Post 27 in Middlebury. “Same 
time and route as in years past.”

While the Vergennes 

Memorial Day parade is billed 
as the biggest in Vermont in 
terms of number of participants, 
Bristol’s Fourth of July parade 
features many ancillary events 
that add to the spectacle. 
Middlebury’s parade aims to set 
a respectful tone as it focuses 
on honoring those who died for 

DOESN’T EVERYBODY LOVE a parade? These Shriners in the 

2018 parade in Bristol sure do. Fourth of July and Memorial Day 

parades are returning to Addison County this summer after a long 

COVID-19 hiatus. Independent file photo/Trent Campbell
(See Parades, Page 12A)

(See College land, Page 16A)

By JOHN S. MCCRIGHT
MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 

College has purchased 35 acres 
of mostly open land to build 100 
units of affordable housing within 
walking distance of downtown.

The apartments, multi-family 
and single-family homes will be 
constructed by an independent 
developer and are not being built 
for college employees. 

Town and college officials said 
the bump in housing will help 

employers — current and future 
— by providing places for their 
employees to live.

“The No. 1 priority for 
the selectboard after the rail 
project is wrapping up is 
workforce housing,” Middlebury 
selectboard chair Brian Carpenter 
said. “We’ve been talking about 
this with the college — this and 
childcare. They are priorities No. 
1 and 2.”

The 35-acre parcel is on 

Seminary Street Extension in 
Middlebury. It is east of Seminary 
Street Extension’s intersection 
with Washington Street, generally 
in the area of Valley View Road 
— on the north side of Seminary 
Street Extension. 

The college plans to sell it to 
Summit Properties. 

“The  college has no interest 
in long-term ownership of this 
property,” said David Provost, 

MIDDLEBURY SELECTBOARD CHAIR Brian Carpenter listens as Middlebury College Vice President 

David Provost talks about the college’s plans to build affordable housing on the land they are standing 

on off Seminary Street Extension, not far from downtown Middlebury.
Independent photo/Steve James

A special publication of the Addison Independent, April 14,
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SPORTSSPORTS

On a roll
MARY HOGAN ELEMENTARY School fifth-grader Carter Emilio turns his bike from Rogers 

Road onto Danyow Drive in Middlebury on Monday morning as he and his classmates learn some 

bicycle safety skills. Independent photo/Megan James 
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&
Otter Creek

Bakery & Deli

No Mow May

But cut them once they start to seed. 
Dandelions are a very important 
source of early pollen and nectar for 
bees and many other pollinators.  
Please consider pollinator pathways 
or consider select areas of your lawns 
not to mow. May is full of forage for 
pollinators, but a properly planned 
pollinator garden can be a source 
throughout the Spring, Summer 
and Fall. 

Thank you to Chaz Mraz and
 Cee Denney, Champlain Valley 

Apiaries for the information and picture.

or consider select areas of your lawns 
not to mow. May is full of forage for 
pollinators, but a properly planned 
pollinator garden can be a source 
throughout the Spring, Summer 

Thank you to Chaz Mraz and
 Cee Denney, Champlain Valley 

Apiaries for the information and picture.

But cut them once they start to seed. 

On behalf of the pollinators and 
citizens who care about them, 

please let the dandelions bloom!
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  Wellness        
    Directory

Want to
advertise within
this directory?

Contact us for information:
advertising@

addisonindependent.com

or call 802-388-4944

Practitioner Practitioner 
of the Weekof the Week

“Wellness is more than the absence of illness.”

50 Court St • Middlebury, Vt 05753

A Center for 
Independent Health Care Practitioners

SOMAWORK

WELLNESS
CENTER

Jim Condon Jim Condon ..... 802-388-4880 or 802-475-2349
    SomaWork

Caryn Etherington Caryn Etherington ............  802-388-4882 ext. 3
    Therapeutic Massage & Bodywork

Charlotte BishopCharlotte Bishop ................ 802-388-4882 ext. 4
    Therapeutic Soft & Deep Tissue

JoAnne KenyonJoAnne Kenyon...............................802-388-0254
Energy Work                www.joanne.abmp.com

Winfield Kelley, D.C. Winfield Kelley, D.C. ....................... 802-453-6010
   Chiropractic Treatment

Donna Belcher, M.A.Donna Belcher, M.A. ..................... 802-388-3362
    Licensed Psychologist - Master

Nancy TellierNancy Tellier.................... 802-388-4882 ext. 1
Ortho-Bionomy®

Hyla DickinsonHyla Dickinson...................................... 802-989-2969
Therapeutic Massage, Lymph Drainage
Craniosacral & Visceral Manipulation

Donna Belcher, 
M.A., psychologist-
master, has been 
in private practice 
in Vermont for 34 
years. She has felt 
privileged to work 
with a wide variety 
of people. She has 
experience with 
such challenges 
as: depression, 
anxiety, grief, 
chronic illness, 
divorce, caregiver 
burnout, work 
stress, mid life 
transitions and 
developing a 
deeper connection with creativity 
and life purpose.

My office is currently open for 
telephone, online, and in person 
appointments.

Most insurances now cover 
telephone and video.

Donna Belcher, 
MA Licensed 
Psychologist 

- Master, 
Psychotherapy
 & Hypnosis

SomaworkSomaworkss    ••    MiddleburMiddleburyy,, VT VT 
802-388-3362 802-388-3362 

Spritzer, Nelson); 2. MA, 
10:33.31 (Illiff, Luke Mayer, 
Ball, Engvall).

• Shot put: 2. Yaggy, MA, 36 
feet, 7 inches; 4. Darling, MA, 
31-10.5.

• Discus: 6. Yaggy, MA, 25.42 
meters.

• Javelin: 1 Yaggy, MA, 124-
11; 6. Parker, MA, 100.06.

• Pole vault: 1. Roy, MA, 9-6; 
2. Nathaniel Gustin, MA, 7-6.

• Long jump: 1. Darling, MA, 
18-6; 2. Lavigne, MA, 16-10; 6. 
Joseph Kafumbe, MU, 14-10.

• Triple jump: 1. Darling, MA, 
37-1; 3. Bannister, MA, 35-05; 6. 
Lavigne, MA, 32-1.

The girls’ individual results at 
Mount Abe were:

• 100 meters: 1. Hurley, MU, 
13.65; 5. Maddie Donaldson, 
MA, 14.41.

• 200: 2. Mendez Capelan, 
MU, 29.18.

• 400: 4. Benz, MU, 1:10.82; 
5. Hammond, MU, 1:11.34; 6. 
Abigail Sturtevant, MA, 1:11.75.

• 800: 5. Lauren Cousino, MA, 
2:48.

• 1,500: 3. Landis, MU, 
5:24.33; 5. McIntosh, MU, 
5:40.17; 5. Cousino, MA, 5:47.8.

• 3,000: 1. Estella Laird, North 
Branch School, 11:21.09. 

• 100 hurdles: 1. Noble, MU, 
18:85; 3. Isabella Shea, MA, 
19.92; 5. Ruby Jean Hall, MA, 
19.99. 

• 300 hurdles: 4. Noble, MU, 
56.54.

• 4X100 relay: 1. MU, 56.89 
(Hammond, Noble, Hurley, 
Mendez Capelan); 3. MA, 
1:02.96 (Hazel Stoddard, Maisy 
Hill, Ellison Thomas, Whitney 
Dykstra).

• 4X400: 1. MU, 4.40 (Landis, 
McIntosh, Benz, Turner).

• 4X800: 1. MU, 11:12.17 
(Landis, McIntosh, Dowgiewicz, 
Turner); 3. MA, 11:56.86 
(Cousino, Thomas, Abigail 
Johnson, Kayla Friend)

• Shot put: 5. Grace Orvis, 
MA, 18-0.5; 6. Jessie Bodette, 
MU, 17-9.5.

• Discus: 2. Cady Pitner, MU, 
17.84M; 3. Donaldson, MA, 
17.77M.

• Javelin: 5. Stella Scalia, MU, 
51-5.

• Pole vault: 1. Devino, MA, 
7-0.

• Long jump: 5. Genevieve 
Mott, MU, 12.02.
MILTON MEET

On May 6 the Eagle boys 
took second and the Mount Abe 
girls third at a seven-team meet 
hosted by Milton. Vergennes also 
participated, with the Commodore 
boys’ fi nishing fi fth. Mount 
Mansfi eld won both sides of the 
event.

The top three boys’ teams were 
MMU, 265; Mount Abe, 147; and 
Randolph, 74. VUHS scored 30. 

On the girls’ side MMU won 
with 258, followed by Missisquoi 
(96) and Mount Abe (88).

Bannister led the boys with 
wins in both hurdling events. The 
Eagle girls won two relay races.

BOYS’ RESULTS
• 400: 3. Bannister, M, 57.28; 

5. Ryder Messenger, VUHS, 
57.49; 6. Engvall, M, 58.22.

• 800: 4. Calvin Gramling, 
V, 2:31.55; 5. Grey Fearon, V, 
2:33.23; 6. Andrew Lester, M, 
2:38.83.

• 1,500: 2. Engvall, M, 4:56.43.
• 3,000: 3. Chris Therrien, V, 

12:19.03.
• 110 hurdles: 1. Bannister, M, 

16.93; 4. Lavigne, M, 21.03.
• 300 hurdles; 1. Bannister, M, 

47.21. 
• 4X100: 3. M, 54.32 (Elliot 

Senecal, Sean Davison, Parker, 
Ian Stevers.

• 4X400: 2. M, 4:20.67 (Illiff, 
Parker, Ball, Engvall).

• 4X800: 1. M, 12:14.69 (Illiff, 
Mayer, Ball, Engvall).

• Shot: 2. Yaggy, M, 10.96 
meters; 5. Lester, M, 8.28M; 6. 
Fearon, V, 7.84M.

• Discus: 3. Yaggy, M, 25.91; 
6: Lester, M, 21.08M.

• Javelin: 2. Yaggy, M, 36.37M; 
3. Illiff, M, 30.92M; 5. Parker, M, 
30M; 6. Gustin, M, 26.87M.

• Pole Vault: 4. Evan Roy, M, 

2.9M. 
• Long jump: 4. Lavigne, M, 

4.74M.
• Triple jump: 2. Bannister, 

9.43M.
GIRLS’ RESULTS
• 400: 4. Friend, M, 1:13.95; 6. 

Sturtevant, M, 1:14.7.
• 800: 5. Cousino, M, 2:48.29.
• 1,500: 3. Cousino, M, 

5:40.91.
• 100 hurdles: 1. Hall, M, 

19.31; 2. Hill, M, 19.82.
• 4X400: 1. M, 5:04 (Cousino, 

Friend, Donaldson, Hill); 2. M, 
5:14.33 (Hazel Stoddard, Hall, 
Sturtevant, Johnson).

• 4X800: 1. M, 13.22.5 
(Conrad, Friend, Thomas, 
Johnson).

• Discus: 6. Donaldson, M, 
19.69M.

• Pole Vault: 4. Devino, M, 
1.83M. 

EAGLE SENIOR GAVIN Bannister swept the hurdling races and placed in the top three in two other 
events to help the Mount Abe boys win their home meet on Monday. 
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ADDISON COUNTY — A 
winning str eak for Mount Abraham 
provided the highlight for local 
high school baseball between May 
4 and 10, when also Vergennes 
earned a win, but Otter Valley and 
Middlebury found tough sledding. 

The Tigers also hosted the 
Commodores on Tuesday; see story 
on Page 1B.
EAGLES VS. VUHS

On May 5, Mount Abe snapped a 
four-game skid, all against Division 
I teams, with an 8-3 victory at 
VUHS. Gus Hill went the distance 
for the pitching win, allowing six 
hits and striking out 10. Adam 
Mansfi eld paced the attack with his 
second two-run homer of the week, 
Hill singled twice, and Chance 
Denecker chipped in a key hit. 

Tyler Kimball pitched six 
innings for VUHS, allowing two 
hits and three walks, striking out 
fi ve, and the Eagles reached Peyton 
Paquette for three hits and a walk 
in the seventh. Nate Muzzy led 
VUHS with a double and a single.  
COMMODORES

On Saturday, the Commodores 
improved to 2-4 heading into 
Tuesday’s game at MUHS with 
a 10-2 win over visiting Milton. 
Muzzy tossed six innings of one-hit 
ball, allowing one run, for the win. 

Zeke Dubois and Eyon 
Tembreull each doubled and singled 
for VUHS, and Gabe Scribner, 
Muzzy and Tyler Kimball poked 
two hits apiece. 
EAGLES

On Saturday, the Eagles outlasted 
visiting Missisquoi, 9-6. Mansfi eld 
earned the pitching win, belted 
his third homer of the week, and 
drove in three runs, and Denecker 
homered and singled.

On Tuesday the Eagles made it 
three in a row by edging Milton, 
4-3. The Yellowjackets rallied for 
three runs in the top of the seventh 

to tie the game, but Carter Monks
drove home the winning run in the 
bottom of the inning. Denecker 
earned the pitching win as Mount 
Abe improved to 5-4. 
OTTERS 

On May 5, host Hartford scratched 
out six unearned runs to defeat OV, 
6-5, in 10 innings. Fraser Pierpont 
was the tough-luck loser, going the 
distance and striking out six. 

Luca Polli had four of the Otters’ 
11 hits, and Ben Adams added two 
hits and two RBIs.  

On Tuesday, host Rutland hung 
on for an 11-8 victory over OV, 
dropping the Otters to 4-7. 

Jordan Beayon started and 
allowed only four hits in fi ve 
innings, but the Ravens scored 
several runs as the OV defense 
struggled. The Raiders knocked 
Pierpont around in the sixth to pad 
their lead.  

Beayon had three hits, including 
an RBI single, and Adams doubled 
in two runs and singled for the 
Otters.
TIGERS

On May 5, visiting Colchester 
(6-2) bested MUHS, 13-5. Cole 
Warren drove in two runs for the 
Tigers, and Carter Paquette and
Alex Sperry knocked out two hits 
apiece. Tucker Morter took the 
pitching loss.

On Saturday, Enosburg (6-1) 
topped the Tigers, 7-3. Paquette led 
the Tiger attack with two more hits, 
and John Wallace took the loss. 

On Monday, three Mount 
Mansfi eld hurlers combined for 
a two-hit shutout as the visiting 
Cougars defeated MUHS, 10-0. 
Riley Disorda and Warren had 
the hits for the Tigers, and Tim 
Whitney was the losing pitcher. 
The Tigers dropped to 0-7 heading 
into their Tuesday home game vs. 
the Commodores. 

Mount Abe, VUHS 
net diamond wins

MIDDLEBURY — The 
Middlebury Union High School 
boys’ tennis team won twice 
recently, both without dropping an 
individual match, and the Tigers 
remain unbeaten at 4-0.

On this past Saturday the Tigers 
blanked visiting Harwood, 7-0, 
and on Monday they defeated U-32 
by the same score.

Visiting Champlain Valley will 
challenge the Tigers this Thursday 
afternoon at 3:30 p.m.

Their individual results vs. 
Harwood, a match in which the 
Tigers did not drop a set, were:

At No. 1 singles, Clyde 
Malhotra, M, defeated Cole Baitz, 
H, 6-1, 6-4.

At No. 2 singles, Kellan 
Bartlett, M, defeated Christopher 

Cummiskey, H, 6-3, 6-1.
At No. 3 singles, Aidan Chance, 

M, defeated Artur Cantallops, H, 
6-1, 6-0.

At No. 4 singles, Jackson Murray, 
M, defeated Eric Dessureau, H, 
6-0, 6-0.

At No. 5 singles, Iver Anderson, 
M, defeated Rohin Jordan, H, 6-0, 
6-2.

At No. 1 doubles, Lewis 
Suchomel and Brian Newton, M, 
defeated River Collins and Dylan 
Silveira, H, 6-0, 6-0.

At No. 2 doubles, Eliot 
Heminway/Edward Fallis, M, 
defeated Colin Deschamps/Jeswin 
Antony, H, 7-6, 6-2.

The individual results vs. U-32, 
including tiebreak wins at the top 
of the singles ladder, were: 

At No. 1 singles, Malhotra, M, 
defeated Kayl Hume, U, 2-6, 6-3, 
10-8.

At No. 2 singles, Bartlett, M, 
defeated Tzevi Schwartz, U, 6-2, 
3-6, 10-7. 

At No. 3 singles, Chance, M, 
defeated Ben Clark, U, 6-0, 6-2.

At No. 4 singles, Murray, M, 
defeated Rory Mclane, U 6-1, 6-1.

At No. 5 singles, Anderson, M, 
defeated Sean Butler, U, 6-3, 6-1.

At No. 1 doubles, Suchomel/
Newton, M, defeated Hughes 
Gilbert/Julius Fitz, U 6-1, 6-1.

At No. 2 doubles, Heminway/
Fallis, M, defeated Gabe 
Goldstein-Peudvie/Emerson Colt, 
U, 6-4, 6-2.

Boys’ tennis nets a pair of matches
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THE PANTHERS GREET senior Noelle Ruschil at home after her grand slam broke open the second game of the Middlebury softball 
team’s home doubleheader vs. Wesleyan on April 23. Ruschil’s two homers in the game gave her the program’s career record and 
helped the Panthers to a sweep of the series.

Independent photo/Steve James

Talent and intangibles

Midd College softball senior raised the bar

“It’s 
unprecedented 
… She’s set 
the bar for all 
these offensive 
records. In 
basically two 
years, she’s 
broken every 
offensive record 
we’ve ever had.”

— Coach 
Kelly Bevere

“She helps us 
remember why 
we love this 
sport.” 

— Teammate
Abby Santis 

“My dad used to 
build an outside 
ice rink, and 
he’d put me 
through hockey 
drills that my 
brother had to 
learn.”

— Noelle Ruschil

BRISTOL — Between April 18 
and 24 Bristol police completed 
five foot patrols and one car patrol, 
conducted five traffic stops, and 
checked security at Mount Abraham 
Union High School seven times, at 
Bristol Elementary School seven 
times, and at local businesses eight 
times.

Police also processed three 
fingerprint requests and facilitated 
the return of one lost wallet.

During this period Bristol police 
assisted Vermont State Police once 
and Hartford police once.

In other recent activity, Bristol 
police:

• On April 19 completed grant-
funded training on body-worn 
cameras.

• On April 20 issued a parking 
ticket at the intersection of West and 
North streets.

• On April 21 took an animal 
complaint on Birch Ledge. The 
Bristol selectboard will hold a 
hearing to address an ongoing issue 

with dogs at large.
• On April 22 responded to a one-

car crash with damage on Maple 
Street.

• On April 22 tried to help 
someone get into their locked 
vehicle on South Street but were not 
successful.

• On April 22 responded to a 
report of an abandoned motorcycle 
on Airport Drive. Its owner had it 
towed away.

• On April 22 tried to help 
someone looking for a property on 
Taylor Avenue but they were unable 
to find it.

• On April 23 responded to 
a dispute on West Street and 
determined no action rose to the 
level of an offense.

• On April 23 issued parking 
warnings on West and Church 
streets.

• On April 23 began investigating 
a trespass complaint on West Street.

• On April 24 helped someone 
contact the rescue squad.

VERMONT — Between May 
3 and 10, Vermont State Police 
operating out of the New Haven 
barracks reported two motor vehicle 
crashes and one person allegedly 
violating court orders.

Both crashes occurred on the 
afternoon of May 4, when it was 
raining.

In the first, police report that 
Emmalee Smith, 36, of Salisbury 
was driving a 2006 VW Passat 
southbound on Lake Dunmore 
Road in Salisbury at a little before 
4 p.m. when she apparently fell 
asleep at the wheel. The VW went 
off the road and hit a tree, resulting 
in minor bumps and bruises to 
the driver and totaling the car. 

State police were assisted by the 
Salisbury Fire Department and 
Rescue. 

Then, at around 4:25, state police 
closed the northbound lane and part 
of the southbound lane of Route 116 
in the area of the Bristol Country 
Store on the south end of town after 
a tractor-trailer got stuck in a ditch. 
Traffic was delayed for around 40 
minutes while the rig was removed.

The next day, May 5, troopers 
looked into a report that Ryan 
Lamothe, 42, of Bristol had violated 
orders of the court by consuming 
alcohol when he was ordered not to. 
Police cited Lamothe for violating 
conditions of release.

VERGENNES — Vergennes 
police didn’t have to travel far on 
May 5 to issue multiple citations 
to three people, including one for 
drunk driving, two for possession 
of cocaine, one for simple assault, 
and one for unlawful mischief. 
Police also ticketed two minors for 
possession of alcohol.

At 9:48 p.m. on that Thursday, a 
pickup truck towing a boat pulled 
into the North Main Street police 
station’s parking lot with two 
passengers. One person knocked 
on the station door, and police said 
they could hear sounds of a fight 
outside. 

Police went outside and found 
Anna Draper, 20, of Hyde Park, 
sitting in the boat with blood on her 
hands that police allege came from 
a broken glass bong.

They eventually cited the driver, 
Donovan Lamothe, 22, of Panton, 
for driving under the influence of 
alcohol and possession of cocaine. 

Police cited Draper for simple 
assault, alleging she kicked 
Lamothe in the head and bit him; 
for unlawful mischief, alleging 
she broke one of his truck’s door 
handles; and for possession of 
cocaine. They then ticketed Draper 
and the third person, Tegan Ross, 
20, of Williston, for possession of 
alcohol by a minor.

Police wouldn’t speculate on 
why Lamothe pulled into the police 
station.

Between May 2 and 8, Vergennes 
police also conducted 16 traffic 
stops, three foot patrols and a VIN 
inspection, and also:

On May 3:

Police LogVt. State

Intoxicated pugilists 
show up at police HQ

Police Log
Vergennes
• Responded to a report of a 

woman driving a pickup truck back 
and forth in front of a Northlands 
Job Corps building and threatening 
and upsetting a female center 
employee with texts. Police calmed 
both parties.

• Calmed an arguing parent 
and teen at a city home and 
recommended family counseling. 

• Checked out a report of two 
men sitting for hours in a vehicle 
near the Peoples United Bank 
downtown, causing employees to be 
concerned. Police learned they were 
delivering equipment to the bank 
and were waiting for an installer.

On May 5, attempted to serve a 
relief-from-abuse order on a Valley 
Vista client, but learned she’d been 
dismissed from the facility.

On May 8, responded to a Main 
Street apartment building when told 
a woman was yelling for help out 
of a second-story window. When 
police arrived, they smelled smoke 
and also met a family member there 
who was seeking to remove children 
from the apartment. The woman 
who had been yelling, according 
to police, was drunk, claiming her 
children were attacking her. The 
woman denied starting a fire and 
refused assistance, police said. 
The children left with the family 
member, and police informed the 
Department for Children & Families 
of the situation. 

VERGENNES — Marcus 
DeSmit of Vergennes has been 
selected to compete in the 2022 
Special Olympics USA Games, to 
be held June 5-12 in Orlando, Fla. 
DeSmit, who will be swimming, 
is one of six athletes representing 
Vermont. The athletes will be 
accompanied by coaches, Unified 
Partners and staff.

To qualify for consideration as 
a competitor at Special Olympics 
USA or World Games, athletes 
must meet several requirements. 
They must have earned a gold 
or silver medal at a state level 
competition, be able to train and 
travel independently, and a be 
willing to represent themselves, 

their local program, and the Special 
Olympics Vermont delegation with 
competence and pride at the Games.

The Special Olympics USA 
Games, which is hosted every four 
years, will unite more than 5,500 
athletes and coaches from all 50 
states and the Caribbean. Over 
10,000 volunteers will fill more 
than 20,000 volunteer shifts during 
the week. Over 125,000 family 
members, friends and spectators 
will witness the inspiring athletic 
accomplishments in 19 Olympic-
style team and individual sports 
and more than 30 events. It all 
takes place at world-class venues, 
centered at ESPN Wide World of 
Sports at Walt Disney World Resort.

Police LogBristol

DeSmit to compete in
USA Games in Florida

By BLAISE SIEFER
MIDDLEBURY — Back on April 15, the 

Middlebury and Hamilton college softball 
teams were tied entering the final inning of 
a midseason game, one with 
significant implications for the 
NESCAC standings. 

In the Middlebury dugout, 
silence permeated –– the pressure 
was on. 

It was quiet until Noelle 
Ruschil, Middlebury’s senior 
captain, exclaimed to her 
teammates: “Doesn’t this just 
make you love softball? It’s so 
exciting.”

Abby Santis, a junior on the 
team, smiled as she remembered 
Ruschil cutting through the 
tension. 

“She helps us remember why 
we love this sport,” Santis said. 
“It’s to play and have fun, not to be stressed.”

Ruschil’s teammates and coaches would 
say this moment encapsulates her perfectly. 
In a game that can often feel nerve-wracking, 
Noelle helps her teammates remember why 
they play in the first place. 

This mentality, combined with her talent, 
begins to explain why Coach Kelly Bevere 
calls Ruschil the best player she has ever 
worked with in her 18 years coaching at 
Middlebury. 

The Panthers finished at 20-10 and reached 
the NESCAC semifinals this season, one of 
their best. They were hoping for an at-large 
bid to the NCAA tournament, but sadly none 
was forthcoming on Monday. Only the teams 
that battled for the NESCAC title this past 
weekend, Amherst and Tufts, both with better 
records than the Panthers, were selected from 
the league.

Still, as Middlebury competed in what was 
still a successful spring, Ruschil’s leadership 

and statistical 
contributions were 
indispensable.

As of Monday, 
she led NESCAC 
in batting average 
(.484), homers 
(15), RBIs (48), 
on-base percentage 
(.565), and 

slugging percentage (1.108). She has smashed 
multiple program records, including the career 
home run mark and single-season home run 
and RBI records. 
EARLY SUCCESS

Since she began playing softball at the age 
of seven, Ruschil’s athletic ability was clear. 
When the coaches of her older sister, Marissa, 
first saw her play, they raved to Ruschil’s 
parents about Noelle’s natural talent. From 
then on, softball was her sport.

Because there weren’t many teams near 
Ruschil’s hometown of Katonah, N.Y., she 
consistently played in older age groups. 
When she was 15, for example, she played 
in an 18-and-under league. The only year 
she wasn’t the youngest on her team was as a 
senior in high school.

Playing with older girls helped spark 
Ruschil’s development, as did playing 
backyard sports with her two siblings. Ruschil 
has a twin brother, Evan, who is now Williams 
College’s starting hockey goalie. Her sister, 
Marissa, played softball for four years at 
Dickinson College, graduating in 2019. 

“(There was) a lot of sports playing when 
we were young,” Ruschil said. “My dad used 
to build an outside ice rink, and he’d put me 

IT’S NOT UNUSUAL to see this kind of smile on record-setting Middlebury College 
senior third baseman Noelle Ruschil when she plays softball. Her coach and teammates 
say the joy with which she plays is contagious.

Photo courtesy of Steve McLaughlin

through hockey drills that my brother had 
to learn. We were fortunate to have a lot of 
places to practice and play all sorts of sports.”

Ruschil grew up as a catcher, but during her 
senior year of high school she 
tore her ACL. The injury sent 
her on a long road of recovery, 
extending into her rookie 
season at Middlebury. As she 
healed, Noelle switched to 
playing third base, where she’s 
become a mainstay.

Her rookie season in 
Middlebury, Noelle started 
in all 31 games, batting .374. 
Despite a successful season, 
Ruschil was still easing back 
from her injury, and she and her 
coaches knew she was capable 
of more. 

“She was really good her 
freshman year but … she 

wasn’t full strength,” Bevere said.
The pandemic upended Ruschil’s 

sophomore season in 2020, and then there 
was a makeshift 15-game season last spring. 
These patchwork campaigns helped build the 
anticipation for spring 2022 –– and she took 
full advantage. 

Bevere isn’t surprised by 
Ruschil’s contributions: “She’s 
the best player that I’ve ever 
coached. The umpires are 
joking. ‘She hasn’t hit a HR yet, 
what’s going on?’ When she hits 
the ball on the ground, it’s kind 
of shocking.”

Breaking multiple program 
records is impressive, of course, 
but even more remarkable 
is that Noelle has basically 
accomplished it all in one 
season. Ruschil has hit 15 of her 20 career 
home runs this spring.

“It’s unprecedented,” Bevere said. “She’s 
set the bar for all these offensive records. 
In basically two years, she’s broken every 
offensive record we’ve ever had.”
APPROACH TO THE GAME

Ruschil credits her success in part to her 
mechanics, ability to read pitchers, and 
confidence in her approach. 

Since she was 14, Ruschil’s worked with a 
personal batting coach, Cassie Reilly-Boccia, 
a former softball player at the University of 
Alabama. During school breaks, Ruschil 
trains with Reilly-Boccia, who not only helps 
her mechanically, but also mentally. 

This work on the mental side of softball 
is certainly paying dividends. Ruschil said 
she has more belief in her ability than ever. 
Some practices she won’t even swing her 
bat, taking a “mental day.” It’s a practice 
that other teammates have begun doing, too, 
emphasizing the power of visualization. 

“I’ve asked her about her mentality going 
into the box because she looks so calm,” 
Santis said. “And I struggle a bit more with 
getting nervous. She seems so confident.”

Bevere also believes that Noelle’s character 
factors into her success.

“The thing that’s really impressive about 
her is the person she is,” Bevere said. “She’s 
the best teammate you could possibly want. 
She’s a really good person and I think it 
makes her a better player.”

Ruschil is more of a quiet leader, but 
teammates and coaches say she picks her 
spots and knows when to hype up the team. 
Take the game against Hamilton for example, 

when a reminder of the joy of 
softball helped calm nerves. 

“As our leader, she’s setting 
the example. She doesn’t ride 
the emotional rollercoaster. 
She’s steady,” Bevere said. 

Bevere has already asked 
Noelle, a Conservation Biology 
major at Middlebury, to come 
back and help coach for the 
Panthers after graduating this 
month. Ruschil says she’s 
thought about coaching, but at 
the moment her post-graduation 

plans are still undecided.
Even without an NCAA tournament to cap 

her career, Ruschil said she and her teammates 
will take away a lifetime of memories.

“I feel really bonded to this team,” Noelle 
said. “All the little antics, like the dances in 
the dugout for the walk-up songs. We have all 
these little phrases like ‘fire me up’ and ‘play 
fun.’ That’s something that everyone is going 
to remember doing.”  
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“It’s my strongest link to ‘home.’ Been all over the map
with military and schooling, but like to see the

hometown news and wisdom.”

Here’s what one reader has to say about us!

A subscriber from Chicopee, MA writes:

Addison County’s Premier Organic Farm

1329 Lapham Bay Rd.  |  Shoreham, VT

802-897-7031   |  GoldenRussetFarm.com

• Organic Vegetable
       & Herb Plants

• Annuals & Perennials

• Hanging Baskets

• Organic Seed Potatoes

• Asparagus Crowns

• Seeds & Onion Sets

• Organic Potting Soil                 
       & Fertilizer

Come Visit
Our Greenhouses

Monday - Friday
10am - 5pm

Saturday - Sunday 
9am - 5pm

4702 ETHAN 
ALLEN HWY,

CHARLOTTE, VT

PICK YOUR OWN. LOCAL GOODS. ORGANICALLY GROWN VEG.

@ S W E E T R O O T S V T

@ S W E E T R O O T S V T

SWEETROOTSVT.COM
802.425.3652

info@addisoncountypcc.org • addisoncountypcc.org • 388-3171

Helping Young Families Get The Right Start

• Community Playgroups
• Parent Education Classes
• Home Visits
• Pregnancy Prevention Programs
• Parent Training & Child Center

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Vergennes. Thursday, May 12, 11 

a.m., St Peter’s Parish Hall, 85 S. Maple 
St. Please stay in your car. Drive up, check-
in, contact free pick up. Menu includes roast 
pork, raisin sauce, mashed sweet potatoes, 
Scandinavian vegetable blend, roll, apple crisp 
and milk. Call Michelle to reserve by Sunday, 
May 8, at 802-377-1419. Open to anyone age 
60 and up and their spouse of any age. Free ride 
or pick-up and delivery may be provided. Call 
TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. TVT requires 
48-hour notice. 

Art opening in Middlebury. Thursday, May 12, 
5-7 p.m., Jackson Gallery, Town Hall Theater, 
68 S. Pleasant St. An opening reception for the 
new exhibit, “It Runs with the Territory: A Prindle 
Wissler Retrospective.” Come see the work of 
Middlebury’s best-loved and longest-living artist 
(she died at age 99) whose work spans from 
the 1940s to the early 2000s. Free admission; 
paintings available for purchase.

Ferrisburgh Union Cemetery Committee 
meeting in Ferrisburgh. Thursday, May 12, 6 
p.m., Ferrisburgh Town Hall. Come and discuss 
membership and volunteer opportunities.

“Never Before Scene: Ten Minute One Acts” on 
stage in Middlebury. Thursday, May 12, 7 p.m., 
A.R.T. Performance Space, Hannaford Career 
Center, 51 Charles Ave. Addison Repertory 
Theatre presents original 10-minute one acts 
created by students for the Vermont Young 
Playwrights Festival. Tickets available online at 
addisonrep.ludus.com/index.php or by calling 
(802) 382-1036. Performances will also include 
desserts by the Career Center’s Glass Onion 
Cafe at intermission. Repeats May 13.

“Disney’s Descendants: The Musical” in Bristol. 
Thursday, May 12, 7 p.m., Mount Abraham 
Union High School Auditorium, Airport Dr. Based 
on the popular Disney Channel Original Movies, 
come see a brand-new musical jam-packed with 
comedy, adventure, Disney characters and hit 
songs from the films. Performed by MAUSD 6th-, 
7th- and 8th-graders with guest star appearances 
by ELP staff. Tickets $5, available at showtix4u.
com/event-details/64164.

How Does Article 22 Impact 
Vermont Taxpayers? presentation 

in Middlebury. Friday, May 13, 6-8 p.m., 
Middlebury American Legion, 40 Wilson Rd. 
Informational meeting on the impact Article 22 
will have on all Vermonters followed by questions 
and answers.

Art opening in Middlebury. Friday, May 13, 
4-7 p.m., Sparrow Art Supply, 52 Main St. An 
opening reception for “Sense of Relief,” a new 
group exhibit celebrating the art of relief printing. 
2-D prints, book arts, mixed media, and more. 
With work by over 20 artists, this show spans all 
subject matters unified by this incredible printing 
process. Open to the public and family-friendly.

Author discussion and book signing in 
Middlebury. Friday, May 13, 6 p.m., Little Seed 
Coffee Roasters, 24 Merchants Row. Middlebury 
College Professor of Luso-Hispanic Studies 
Gloria Estela González Zenteno will present her 
novel “Arribada,” the story of a well-to-do woman 
pushed to confront her role in environmental and 
social injustice. González’s colleague Roberto 
Lint-Sagarena will join her in conversation. 
There will be complimentary snacks from La 
Catrina 802 and beer for purchase from Drop-In 
Brewery, as well as coffee drinks from Little Seed 
Coffee Roasters.

“Never Before Scene: Ten Minute One Acts” on 
stage in Middlebury. Friday, May 13, 7 p.m., 
ART Performance Space, Hannaford Career 
Center, 51 Charles Ave. Details in May 12 listing.

“Disney’s Descendants: The Musical” in Bristol. 
Friday, May 13, 7 p.m., Mount Abraham Union 
High School Auditorium, Airport Dr. See May 12 
listing.

Wildlife walk in Middlebury. 
Saturday, May 14, 7 a.m., Otter View 

Park, Weybridge St. and Pulp Mill 
Bridge Rd. Help Otter Creek Audubon and the 
Middlebury Area Land Trust survey birds and 
other wildlife at Otter View Park and the Hurd 
Grassland. Birders of all ages and abilities 
welcome. Please take common sense COVID-19 
precautions. Stay home if you are feeling ill, and 
wear a mask if you are unvaccinated. For more 
information, call 802-388-6019.

Tag Sale fundraiser in Weybridge. Saturday, May 
14, 8 a.m.-2 p.m., Weybridge Elementary School. 
Help raise funds for Weybridge Elementary 
School. Drop items on the evenings of May 
11 and 12 between 3 and 6 p.m., or anytime 
between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. on Friday, May 13. 
Please reach out to Kirsten (kleavstrom@acsdvt.
org) to make special arrangements if needed.

Human Powered parade in Bristol. Saturday, 
May 14, 10 a.m.-1 p.m., Bristol recreation fields, 
Airport Drive. Share human potential to activate 
change. What better way to celebrate the 
emergence of spring than a zany village parade. 
When we ride bikes, scooters, skateboards, 
walk, or run, we connect with our environment in 
a more direct way. We interact with the weather, 
our neighbors, our own power, and the joy of 
moving freedom. Free and open to all.

Fireside talk with artist Nicolas DeJesus in 
Monkton. Saturday, May 14, 3 p.m., The Willowell 
Foundation, 37 Stoney Meadow Ln. Visiting 
Mexican artist Nicolas DeJesus and art curator/
scholar Patrice Giasson will lead conversations 
about the intersection of art, environment, 
globalism, and indigenous perspectives at on . 
Free and Open to the Public. Park in the South 
lot on your right, and head down the North field 
through the Edible Forest Pathway. 

Take-out roast pork supper in Vergennes. 
Saturday, May 14, 5-6 p.m., Vergennes United 
Methodist Church, Main St., across from the 
Opera House. Menu includes roast pork, mashed 
potatoes, stuffing, gravy, vegetable, applesauce, 
roll and dessert. $12. Preorder only. Call 802-
877-3150 before 7 p.m. on Thursday, May 12.

Bingo in Vergennes. Saturday, May 14, 5 p.m., St. 
Peter’s Parish Hall, 85 South Maple St. Doors 
open at 5 p.m., Bingo starts at 6 p.m. This is a 
family-friendly event. All cash prizes, 50/50 raffle. 
Refreshments sold. Sponsored by St. Peter’s 
Cemetery Committee to benefit the on-going 
efforts for cemetery improvements.

King Pede card party in Ferrisburgh. Saturday, 

Coyotes are cool
LEARN ABOUT COYOTE families, where they sleep, what they eat and some of the 

common myths about coyotes at Bixby Memorial Library on Thursday, May 19, 6 p.m., at the 
presentation “All About Coyote Families.” The presentation aims to help promote coexistence 
with humans. See listing for more details.

Photo by Michael Runtz
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May 14, 6:30 p.m., Ferrisburgh Town Hall, Route 
7. Evening begins at 6:30 p.m. with a sandwich 
supper and then on to fun and card games. King 
Pede is an unusual game that involves “trick-
taking” techniques such as in Hearts and Spades 
or Pitch. It is requested that attendees be fully 
vaccinated against COVID-19.

Vermont Sun half marathon in 
Salisbury. Sunday, May 15, 9 a.m., 

Branbury State Park, Route 53. The 
half-marathon, out-and-back course is flat 

and fast following a counter clockwise pattern. 
The course is very shady and scenic with lots 
of trees providing cover from the hot sun or 
inclement weather conditions. $53 race fee 
and $4.07 sign-up fee. Registration ended May 
10. Beginner to advanced. More info at www.
vermontsuntriathlonseries.com.

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Bristol. Monday, May 16, 11 a.m., 

American Legion, Airport Drive. Drive 
in, loop around, and stay in your car. Menu 
includes roast turkey, gravy, mashed potatoes, 
winter squash, cranberry sauce, roll, pumpkin 
pudding and milk. Advanced reservations only. 
Call Michelle to reserve by Thursday, May 12, at 
802-377-1419. Open to anyone age 60 and up 
and their spouse of any age. Free ride or pick-up 
and delivery may be provided. Call TVT at 802-
388-2287 to inquire. TVT requires 48-hour notice.

Age Well and Vergennes Seniors 
in-person meal in Vergennes. 

Tuesday, May 17, 10 a.m., Vergennes 
Congregational Church, 30 South Water St. 
Doors open at 10 am. Meal served at noon of 
sweet and sour chicken over rice and beans, 
Brussels sprouts, roll, pineapple tidbits and milk. 
Advanced reservations only. Call Michelle to 
reserve by Thursday, May 12, at 802-377-1419. 
$5 suggested donation. Please bring your own 
place setting. Open to anyone age 60 and up and 
their spouse of any age. Local bus provided. Call 
TVT at 802-388-2287 to arrange. TVT requires a 
48-hour notice. Masks required unless seated and 
eating.

Age Well grab and go meal in Bridport. Tuesday, 
May 17, 11 a.m., Bridport Congregational Church, 
54 Middle Rd. Drive in, loop around, and stay 
in your car. Menu includes roast turkey, gravy, 
mashed potatoes, winter squash, cranberry 
sauce, roll, pumpkin pudding and milk. Advanced 
reservations only. Call Michelle to reserve by 
Thursday, May 12, at 802-377-1419. Open to 
anyone age 60 and up and their spouse of any 
age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery may be 
provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. 
TVT requires 48-hour notice.

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Monkton. Wednesday, May 18, 11:30 

a.m., Monkton Town Hall, Monkton Ridge. 
Please stay in your car. Drive up, check-in, 

contact free pick up. Menu includes roast turkey, 
gravy, mashed potatoes, winter squash, cranberry 
sauce, roll, pumpkin pudding and milk. Advanced 
reservations only. Call Michelle to reserve by 
Friday, May 13, at 802-377-1419. Open to anyone 
age 60 and up and their spouse of any age. Free 
ride or pick-up and delivery may be provided. Call 
TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. TVT requires 48-
hour notice.

Age Well grab and go meal in Middlebury. 
Wednesday, May 18, 11:30 a.m., VFW, 530 
Exchange St. Please stay in your car. Drive up, 
check-in, contact free pick up. Menu includes roast 
turkey, gravy, mashed potatoes, winter squash, 
cranberry sauce, roll, pumpkin pudding and milk. 
Advanced reservations only. Call Michelle to 
reserve by Sunday, May 15, at 802-377-1419. 
Open to anyone age 60 and up and their spouse 
of any age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery may 
be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. 
TVT requires 48-hour notice.

Remaining independent while aging presentation 
in Shoreham. Wednesday, May 18, 2 p.m., 
Shoreham Congregational Church, School Street. 
Many Vermonters wish to remain independent as 
long as possible. Tracey Shamberger, director 
of public relations for Age Well Vermont, will 
give a presentation about the services that they 
offer. Free and open to the public. The hall is 
handicapped accessible.

American Red Cross blood drive 
in Bristol. Thursday, May 19, 12:30-

5 p.m., American Legion Bristol Post 19, 
56 Airport Drive. Donors needed to give blood or 
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platelets to ensure a strong blood supply in the 
coming months. All who donate through May 19, 
will receive a $10 e-gift card to a merchant of choice 
and be automatically entered to win a travel trailer 
camper that sleeps eight. Details are available at 
rcblood.org/camper. To schedule an appointment 
to donate blood, platelets or plasma, download the 
Red Cross Blood Donor App, visit RedCrossBlood.
org or call 1-800-CROSS (1-800-733-2767).

“All About Coyote Families” presentation in 
Vergennes. Thursday, May 19, 6 p.m., Bixby 
Memorial Library, 258 Main St. Learn about 
coyote families, where they sleep, what they eat 
and some of the common myths about coyotes 
in an effort to help promote coexistence with 
humans. The presentation will be both virtual 
and in person. Registration details for virtual 
attendance are at bixbylibrary.org/event/all-
about-coyote-families.

Sunset picnic, live music, and games in Otter 
Creek Gorge in Middlebury. Thursday, May 
19, evening, off Morgan Horse Farm Rd. Join 
MALT at Otter Creek Gorge for a gorgeous 
evening (fingers crossed!), featuring musician 
Nate Gusakov. Bring a picnic blanket and snacks 
to enjoy in the field. We’ll supply the campfire, 
music, and a selection of some of MALT’s finest 
outdoor games for kids and families to enjoy. 
Free, donations appreciated. Visit maltvt.org/
events to register. Rain date May 26. There are 
no bathroom facilities on site. Plan accordingly.

Lake Champlain Bridge and Chimney Point 
lecture in Bristol. Thursday, May 19, 7 p.m., 
Howden Hall, 19 West St. Join the Bristol 
Historical Society for a lecture by guest speaker 
Elsa Gilbertson of Vermont State Historic Sites. 
All are welcome. 

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Starksboro. Friday, May 20, 3:30 

p.m., Starksboro Baptist Church, Route 
116. Please stay in your car. Drive up, 

check-in, contact free pick up. Menu includes 
roast turkey, gravy, mashed potatoes, winter 
squash, cranberry sauce, roll, pumpkin pudding 
and milk. Advanced reservations only. Call 
Michelle to reserve by Sunday, May 15, at 802-
377-1419. Open to anyone age 60 and up and 
their spouse of any age. Free ride or pick-up and 
delivery may be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-
2287 to inquire. TVT requires 48-hour notice.

Poet Paul Christensen in Brandon. Friday, May 
20, 7 p.m., Compass Music and Arts Center, Park 
Village. Come to this evening with acclaimed 
poet Paul Christensen as part of the schedule 
of events planned throughout the showing of 
the art installation “We’re All At A Party Called 
Life On Earth!” Christensen will read some of 
his new poems and essays. Tickets $10 Adult/$5 
students. To register call Edna Sutton at 802-247-
4295 or e-mail edna@brandon-music.net.

Perennial and house plant sale in 
South Starksboro. Saturday, May 

21, Jerusalem School, off VT Route 17. 
Plant sale benefitting the historic 1874 one 

room Jerusalem School. Come for the plants, 
soak in the mountain range views and get a look 
inside at the efforts to improve this last district 
school owned by the town and serving as a 
community center. 

Garden Shoppe benefit in Bristol. Saturday, May 
21, 3319 S 116 Rd. A fundraiser for the Brendon 
P Cousino Med47 Foundation. Home and garden 
decor, houseplants, handcrafted home and 
garden items, perennials, succulent plantings, 
hanging baskets, veggies plants and more.

Indoor Yard Sale in Vergennes. Saturday, May 
21, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., St. Peter’s Church Hall, 85 S. 
Maple St. This sale by St. Peter’s Resale Closet 
Shop will include gently used clothing for men, 
women and children, household goods, jewelry, 
crafts, books, toys, CDs and more. Prices are by 
donation only. 

Lawn sale fundraiser in Starksboro. Saturday, 
May 21, 9 a.m.-3-p.m., Starksboro Village 
Meeting House, on 2022, 2875 VT Route 116. A 
wide variety of items, including from a household 
downsizing, will be available. Find your treasure! 
All proceeds benefit the belfry restoration project.

Electric equipment demo and seed/seedling 
swap in Weybridge. Saturday, May 21, 9-11 
a.m., Weybridge Congregational Church, 2790 
Weybridge Rd. Free. Rain date, May 28, 1-3 p.m. 
For more information, email the Weybridge Energy 
Committee at energy@townofweybridge.org or 
Fran Putnam at franputnam24@gmail.com.

Microchip clinic in Middlebury. Saturday, May 
21, from 10 a.m.-noon, Homeward Bound, 
236 Boardman St. Free microchip clinic at the 
shelter. Homeward Bound has 60 free microchips 
available, first come, first served. Please bring 
cats in carriers and dogs on leashes. 
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Middlebury Union High 
School student Amanda Gomes 
has been chosen to attend the 
National Student Leadership 
Congress in Washington, D.C., 
from June 11-16. 

The congress, which will 
be held at George Washington 
University, is focused on 
bringing students together to find 
innovative solutions to today’s 
societal issues. Highlights of the 
event include a mock Congress 

competition, diversity and 
inclusion training, interactive 
learning labs, a college and career 
fair, monuments tour, and a day at 
Capitol Hill.

Designed for high school 
juniors and seniors, the program 
accepts only outstanding students 
who are prepared for a full 
schedule that will challenge them 
and provide an intensive learning 
experience. 

ADDISON  COUNTY
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auto body restoration
auto repair 
carpentry/contractors
cleaning services
computers
construction

dental services
excavation
firewood
flooring
heating &
    air conditioning

home inspections
masonry
painting

Business
Thursday

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

COMPUTERS

CONSTRUCTION

CLEANING SERVICES

AUTO BODY RESTORATION

CHECK US OUT
ONLINE AT

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

David Walker Construction
298 Biddle Road
Lincoln, Vermont

05443

Residential - Remodeling
Decks  - Doors - Windows

802-989-0320
email:

dwconstruction@gmavt.net

Dupont Auto
4087 States Prison Hollow Rd

Monkton Ridge, VT 05469
(802)453-3562 • dupontauto7@gmail.com
Full service shop. We do comprehensive 
Mechanical Diagnostics and Repairs from 
Oil Changes to Engine Rebuilds and 
Replacements. Our Body/Collision Shop does 
all levels of repair and restoration. 

24 hour towing and road side service.

AUTO REPAIR

DENTAL SERVICES

      Bristol Park Dental

6 PARK PLACE, BRISTOL, VT    802.453.7700

 BristolParkDental.com • BristolParkHybridge.com

We are here for all of your dental needs, 
and offer the highest quality comprehensive 
care.  We are proud to bring the full range 
of dental services to our community, and to 
be your premiere implant provider.

Where a Happy, Healthy Smile is a Walk in the Park!

Accepting all insurances, and in network with Delta Dental, 
CIGNA, United Concordia, & CBA Blue.  No insurance? 

No problem.  Dental membership plans now available!

LOCAL CONTRACTOR
GENERAL CARPENTRY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Remodeling • Additions

Painting • Roofing
WINNER of “Best Local Contractor” 

FOUR CONSECUTIVE YEARS by 
READERS CHOICE AWARDS!

MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT

MARK TRUDEAUMARK TRUDEAU

802.388.0860802.388.0860

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

802-453-7345  |  138 Hunt Road, New Haven, VT

Metal Fabrication
Agricultural Repair
Commercial Repair

Auto Body Repair
Rust Repair
Collison Repair

Full/Custom
    restoration

We accept all major credit cards  |  We accept Insurance claims
Follow our projects on Facebook

Family owned & operated

FLOORING

Over two decades experience!

MASONRY
Fine Dry Stone Masonry

Jamie Masefield
Certified by the Dry Stone Wallers
Association of Great Britain

802-233-4670
jmasefield@gmavt.net

A friendly, professional, 
and affordable family business.
Interior & Exterior

HESCOCK PAINTING

Kim or Jonathan Hescock
hescock@shoreham.net

462-3737 or 989-9107

Free 
Estimates 

References 

Fully 
Insured

PAINTING

HOME INSPECTIONS

Champlain Valley
HOME INSPECTION

Home Inspections
Water quality testing
Radon testing

champlainvalleyhomeinspection.com
802-349-0967

Adam Thomas, Owner/Licensed Inspector

Serving northern and central Vermont

Gevry Firewood LLC
gevryfirewoodvt@gmail.com

or 802-349-0699

Are you looking for green or 
seasoned firewood?

Well we’ve got it all right here in Addison, VT!

We cut, split, and deliver hardwood 
firewood in 12-24 inch lengths.

And we now offer kiln dried firewood!
Contact us today for a quote!

FIREWOOD

Quaker Village
Carpentry

Siding, Windows, Garages, Decks & Porches
New Construction, Renovations and Repairs

Maurice plouffe
802-545-2251
1736 Quaker Village Road

Weybridge, VT 05753

FLOORING

Ductwork Design • Sealing
Fabrication • Installation 
Insulation • Replacement

Plasma Art • Torches • Welding 
Plasma Table • Duct Cleaning

H.R.V. / E.R.V. Installation
Ductwork Video Camera

Buy Local!   802.989.0396
Specializing in Ductwork for Heating, 

Ventilating & Air Conditioning Systems
Commercial/Residential . Owner Operated . Fully Insured . Neat & Clean

Ductwork Design • Sealing
Fabrication • Installation
Insulation • Replacement

Duct Cleaning
H.R.V. / E.R.V. Installation
Ductwork Video Camera

Buy Local! 802.989.0396
Specializing in Ductwork for Heating, 

Ventilating & Air Conditioning Systems
Commercial/Residential . Owner Operated . Fully Insured . Neat & Clean

HEATING AND
AIR CONDITIONING

www.vermontcustommoldings.com

EXCAVATION

802-247-5475
802-349-8265

STEADY PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & EXCAVATION

Owner

194 Silver Lake Road 
Goshen, Vt.

steadymaintenance@yahoo.com

CHUCK STEADY

SPRING IS SPRING IS 
HERE! —HERE! —

SO GET YOUR SPRING SO GET YOUR SPRING 
BUSINESS AD IN TODAY!BUSINESS AD IN TODAY!

ADVERTISE HERE TOADVERTISE HERE TO
FILL YOUR CALENDARFILL YOUR CALENDAR
CALL 802-388-4944.CALL 802-388-4944.

Melissa’s Quality
Cleaning Services
Residential & Commercial

GREAT RATES • FULLY INSURED
Reliable & Thorough 

802 345-6257

Certified
Collision Experts

All Makes and Models
Working with all

Insurance companies

(802) 388-9961
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

2196 Rt 7 South,  Middlebury
stonecdjr.com

Hometown Service from 
Your Hometown Dealers!

Factory-Trained Technicians
Servicing all makes

and models

G Stone Motors   
36 Boardman St., 

Middlebury
(802) 388-6718

gstonemotors.com 

Stone
Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
2149 Rt 7 So., Middlebury

(802) 388-9961
stonecdjr.com

F    J    C
802.310.1986

• Full service general 
contractor

• Turn key construction
• Kind knowledgeable staff

fjcbuilders.com

One cal l  does i t  a l l
Christopher Netelkos

cnetelkos@fjcbuilders.com   •   Sudbury, Vt.

 
NEW & REPAIR

Residential • Lake Camps (Dunmore)
Brick – Block – Stone 

Chimneys, Fireplaces, Outside Barbecues, 
Steps, Patios, Stone Walls

Bruce A. Maheu’s

MASONRY

                         Call Bruce
     802-352-6050 

35 Years Experience
Honest & Fair Pricing 

Free Estimates 
Fully Insured

Salisbury, VT

For an appointment , call The PC Medic of 
Vermont at 802-734-6815
www.pcmedicvt.com

The PC Medic of 
Vermont now offers 

both on-site and remote 
computer services for 

your PC.

Call today to see which 
type of appointment 

you need, and get your 
PC running correctly 

again!

Hummingbird
   Paint &
   Carpentry

Interior/Exterior 

802-377-2030
New Haven, VT

Fully 
Insured

Free
Estimates
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Soak Up The Sun!
Don’t spend your hard-earned money 
making the hot water or electricity that 
you use today–

SOLAR IS MORE AFFORDABLE THAN EVER!

Go Green with us –

We’ve been here for you for 43 years – 
Let us help you with your solar projects today. 

Call for a FREE on-site evaluation

SIDING

LAROSE SURVEYS, P.C.
Ronald L. LaRose, L.S. • Kevin R. LaRose, L.S.

Land Surveying/Septic Design
“We will take you through the

permitting process!”

25 West St. • PO Box 388
Bristol, VT 05443

Telephone: 802-453-3818
Fax: 802- 329-2138

larosesurveys@gmail.com

&&service& DIRECTORYBusiness
Thursday plumbing

property management
registration assistance
renewable energy

roofing
rubbish & recycling
septic & water
siding

storage
surveying
tree service
wood heating

SURVEYING

Reach
more potential
customers!

Place your ad in
the Addy Indy!

Marcel Brunet & Sons, Inc.
Windows & Siding

Vergennes, VT

802-316-6060 • rbrunet1@myfairpoint.net • 802-877-2640

Siding • Windows
Additions • Garages • Decks

WE HAVE THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT 
FOR THE RIGHT JOB – TO GIVE YOU

 REASONABLE RATES

Reasonable Rates • Year-round Service • Fully Insured
(802) 453-3351 • Cell (802) 363-5619

24 Hour Emergency Service 453-7014
 Brownswelding.com

Serving Vermont for over 42 years!

BROWN’S TREE & 
CRANE SERVICE

Dangerous Trees Cut & Removed
Stumps Removed  
Trusses Set
Trees Trimmed 
Land Clearing

FREE ESTIMATES FOR TREE SERVICES

TREE SERVICE

Celebrating 36 Years
Environmental Consultants – Licensed Designers

Steve Revell CPG, LD#178 BW

• Water Supply - Location, Development and Permitting
• On-Site Wastewater Design • Single & Multiple Lot Subdivision
• Property Development & Permitting
• State and Local Permitting
• Underground Storage Tank Removal & Assessment

Fax 802-453-5399 • Email: jrevell@lagvt.com
163 Revell Drive • Lincoln, VT 05443

Toll-Free: 800-477-4384
802-453-4384

www.lagvt.com

Jeremy Revell LD#611 BW • Tyler Maynard LD#597 B

REGISTRATION 
ASSISTANCE

ROOFING

Reach Thousands 
through our

Advertising Section 
List YOUR Business where 

people look for local services 
for home improvements 

of all kinds.

Call or email the 
Addison Independent

388-4944 or
ads@addisonindependent.com

BUSINESS & SERVICES

Advertise your business on these pages for under $10 per week.
Call 802-388-4944 or email advertising@addisonindependent.com for details.

PLUMBING

DO YOU  WORK ON AC UNITS?  
YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

SEPTIC & WATER

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

Phone (802) 537-3555

roofingMichael Doran
• Standing seam

• Asphalt shingles 
• Slate

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

roofing

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

Phone (802) 537-3555

Michael Doran
as seen at Addison County Field Days!

• Standing seam
• Asphalt shingles 

• Slate

mpdoransr@gmail.com

Made You Look
Imagine what
this space
could do for
your business

GETGET
RESULTS!RESULTS!
ADVERTISE ADVERTISE HEREHERE

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

Go Solar with
AllEarth Renewables
Customer-driven solutions 
designed, engineered and built 
in Vermont, with over 3,000 
installations in the state.

CALL 802.872.9600 x122
allearthrenewalables.com

RENEWABLE ENERGY

ROAD READY SERVICE LLC
JEANNE MILLER (802) 349-8483 • roadreadyservicellc@gmail.com

2877 Ethan Allen Highway, New Haven, VT. 05472

SAVE A TRIP TO THE DMVSAVE A TRIP TO THE DMV
Don’t drive to Rutland or Montpelier!

We can register all makes and models of cars, 
trucks, campers, trailers, RVs and boats

here in Addison County!

GET GET 
RESULTS!RESULTS!

ADVERTISE ADVERTISE HEREHERE

Short Surveying, inc.
Serving Addison County Since 1991

Timothy L. Short, L.S.
Property Line Surveys • Topographical Surveys

FEMA Elevation Certificates
135 S. Pleasant St., Middlebury, VT 

802-388-3511
ShortSurveyingVT@gmail.com

Serving Addison County
Call Us Today: (877) 777-7343

middleburyroofing.com
middleburyroofingvt@gmail.com

Slate Roof Specialists
S AV E  Y O U R  S L AT E  R O O F

Custom Copper • Standing Seam • Shingles 
Rubber • Chimneys • Siding • Windows

Senior Discount • Church Discount

Spring into the season!
ADVERTISE YOURADVERTISE YOUR

 LAWN & GARDEN BUSINESS HERE LAWN & GARDEN BUSINESS HERE. . 

CALL 802-388-4944 CALL 802-388-4944 
OR EMAIL OR EMAIL 

ADVERTISING@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COMADVERTISING@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM
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Personals
MUHS CLASS OF 1975, 
Rod Gauthier, PO Box 
84 Newport, VT 05855. 
Anyone interested, please 
contact me.

Public Meetings
AL-ANON OFFERS HELP 
and hope to anyone who 
has been affected by a 
loved one’s drinking.  Mid-
dlebury hosts online meet-
ings, Sunday nights at 7:15 
pm and Wednesdays at 
1:30 pm.  Visit vermonta-
lanonalateen.org for the 
link and list of other meet-
ings in the region.  If you’d 
like to speak to an Al-Anon 
member, call our answering 
service (866-972-5266) and 
an Al-Anon member will call 
you back.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS in person meetings 
are available. For a list 
of local virtual meetings 
visit http://bit.ly/district9aa.  
For more information visit 
https://aavt.org/ or call the 
24 hour hotline at 802-388-
9284.

THE TURNING POINT 
CENTER of Addison Coun-
ty is temporarily closed.  
Due to COVID-19 we are 
now holding our meetings 
online. For up-to-date infor-
mation on how to access 
recovery services remotely 
please visit  https://turning-
pointaddisonvt.org/covid-
19-page-2/.’

DEADLINE: Monday at 5 p.m. 

CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM
Addison Independent

Cash in on our 4-for-3 rates! Pay for 3 issues, get 4th issue free! An ad placed for consective issues runs the 4th time for free! PLEASE PRINT YOUR AD...

The Independent assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in ads, but will 
rerun classified ad in which the error oc-
curred. No refunds will be possible. Ad-
vertiser will please notify us of any errors 
which may occur after first publication.

Number of words:
Cost:
# of runs:
Spotlight Charge:
Internet Listing: $2.00
TOTAL:

ADDISON INDEPENDENT
58 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-4944
addisonindependent.com •  email: classifieds@addisonindependent.com

RA
TE

S

• 25¢ per word • minimum $2.50 per ad 

• $2 internet listing for up to 4 issues • minimum 2 insertions

• Special 4 for 3 rates not valid for the following categories: Services,
Opportunities, Real Estate, Wood heat, Attn. Farmers, For Rent & Help Wanted

Notices

Card of Thanks

Personals

Services

Free**

Lost ’N Found**

Garage Sales 

Lawn & Garden

Opportunities

Adoption

Work Wanted

Help Wanted

For Sale

Public Meetings**

For Rent

Want to Rent

Wood Heat

Real Estate

Animals

Att. Farmers

Motorcycles

Cars

Trucks

SUVs

Snowmobiles

Boats

Wanted

Real Estate Wanted

Vacation Rentals

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Spotlight with large 3$2** no charge for these ads

Or, submit your classified ad on our website: addisonindependent.com

Volunteer ad

3x3 or a 6x3 

Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities

DUMP  TRUCK
DRIVER  WANTED

Class B or higher
CDL required, experience preferred.

Year-round position, mechanical
ability a plus. Benefits included. 

Call (802) 482-2335 for more information 
or send your resume to:

Hinesburg Sand & Gravel, Co.
12818 Route 116, Hinesburg, VT 05461

ALL ADDISON COUNTY LOCATIONS 
CURRENTLY HIRING!

For openings and to apply, visit 
Maplefields.com

Looking for work in your hometown? 
We offer medical, dental, paid vacation, 

personal time, sick time and 401K for
full time positions.

4 x col 7.5
yellow house

CD2 x col  6
seed sheets

CD

$1,000 SIGNING BONUS$1,000 SIGNING BONUS
Fleet Maintenance Technician

Are you interested in doing valuable work that supports our 
community and environment? Tri-Valley Transit (TVT) has 

been providing critical transportation needs for community 
members for more than 25 years. The essential function 

of the position is to ensure TVT vehicles are mechanically 
sound, safe, and clean.

Position Requires:
• Basic Maintenance Technician skills
• Experience with tires, brakes, exhaust, and other 

preventative maintenance 
• CDL Class C with Passenger Endorsement, Onsite 

CDL training available for the right candidate
• Ability to lift 50lbs & push/pull 75lbs
• Willingness to learn new skills
• A high level of professionalism, attitude matters!
• Attention to detail
• Must have a good selection of automotive tools, 

specialty tools will be provided
• Must be a team player
• Bus detailing  
• May be asked to drive routes when needed

We offer a competitive salary and excellent 
benefits, including:

• Modern, well-equipped shop 
• 24 paid days off to start (Holidays & PTO) 
• 100% employer paid health insurance for the 

employee + funds towards deductible (HRA plan)
• Retirement plan with employer match
• Long & short-term disability insurance
• Life Insurance
• Access to low-cost dental and vision insurance 
• Employee Assistance Program 

Visit https://www.trivalleytransit.org/job-openings/ for more 
details and to complete an application. In addition, submit 
your resume to: kirstie@trivalleytransit.org.
Employment is contingent upon passing required background 
checks and pre-employment drug testing.

TVT is an AA/EO Employer

3 x col 5
mountain times

CD
Help Wanted 
ads can be 

found on Pages 
9B, 10B and11B.

38 Pond Lane, Middlebury

Seasonal Help 
Needed

Looking for extra 
income this spring?

$18 an hour
*NO Heavy Lifting*
*Flexible Schedules*

Seedsheets is looking for seasonal 
help in processing customer orders. 
We are looking for team members 

with strong attention to detail
and a desire to create a great

product for our customers.
Our primary needs are in the 

afternoon/evenings/weekends,
but flexibility on days and
hours can be discussed.

Please email: jobs@seedsheets.com 
for more information.

Do you thrive in a culture
of JOY, KINDNESS, and FUN?

Join us today and be part of
something special in Middlebury!

BIG NEWS! WE ARE GROWING OUR TEAM!
The Yellow House Community (YHC) is a State licensed Therapeutic Community Residence 

located in downtown Middlebury. We recently renovated our second dwelling, the Carriage Barn,
and are excited to hire additional staff (“Sidekicks”) for our two beautiful homes.  At YHC, we provide 

residential support to young adults (“Friends”) with intellectual and developmental disabilities.
We are looking for team players who are patient, reliable, and love to have fun.

COMPETITIVE COMPENSATION – FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING – PAID TRAINING

DAYTIME SIDEKICK (FT/PT; Shift hours: 7am – 3pm)
The Daytime Sidekick partners with the Program Director and Sidekicks to support Friends with 
social, residential, and vocational activities and outings. Cooking, exercise, art, gardening, household 
chores, and personal/hygiene care are all part of an energizing day at Yellow House! Sidekicks are 

encouraged to share their own interests, skills, and passions with the group.

EVENING SIDEKICK (FT/PT; Shift hours: 3pm – 9pm)
The Evening Sidekick collaborates with the Program Director and Sidekicks to assist Friends with 

nighttime activities and routines. Evening Sidekicks guide Friends in dinner preparation, games, exercise, 
social outings, household chores, personal/hygiene care, and bedtime routines. Evening Sidekicks

enjoy a laid-back, evening vibe with plenty of opportunities for connection and fun with our residents. 

OVERNIGHT SIDEKICK (PT; Shift hours: 9pm – 7am)
The Overnight Sidekick is responsible for the overnight care and supervision of a dwelling’s
four young adult residents. The Overnight Sidekick sleeps at Yellow House and awakens to

respond to Friends’ needs and emergencies. Great second job opportunity!

“TWO-PACK” SIDEKICK (PT; Evening 3pm – 9pm + Overnight 9pm – 7am)
A Two-Pack Sidekick works two Evening/Overnight combination shifts per week, with shifts starting
at 3pm and continuing through to the next morning. The Evening/Overnight combo shift is favored

by YHC staff because it allows for maximum earning power with a small weekly commitment.
Earn $28K+ annually for 2 nights per week! 

For detailed job descriptions, please visit our website: 
yellowhousecommunity.com

Applicants should submit a Letter of Interest,
Resume, and 2 References (phone numbers) to

Elise Haydon, YHC Executive Director at:
elise@yellowhousecommunity.com

Addison Independent

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Public Meetings Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Middlebury Community Music Center (MCMC), a nonprofit music school for all ages,
is looking for a volunteer handy person. This individual would assist with building 

related projects such as moving heavy items, installing large items like an air 
conditioning unit, painting, and constructing items. If you have prior experience

with these types of projects and some time to give, 
please contact RSVP  

of Addison County at  

802-388-7044  

for more information!

Volunteer Handy Person Needed!



PAGE 10B — Addison Independent, Thursday, May 12, 2022

V E R G E N N E S  F R E E 
THINKERS Founded in 
1935 on the principle of 
one alcoholic helping an-
other to achieve sobriety, 
A.A. is an effective and 
enduring program of re-
covery that has changed 
countless lives.  A.A. has 
always been committed to 
making its program of re-
covery available to anyone, 
anywhere, who reaches 
out for help with an alcohol 

problem.  The Vergennes 
Free Thinkers meeting was 
created in January of this 
year to maintain a tradition 
of free expression, conduct 
a meeting where alcoholics 
may feel free to express 
any beliefs, doubts or dis-
belief they may have, to 
share their own personal 
form of spiritual experience, 
their search for it, and/or 
their rejection of it, without 
having to accept anyone 

else’s beliefs or having to 
deny their own. Meetings 
are held with a high re-
gard for compassion and 
inclusion without judgment 
or exception.  If you think 
we can help, please join 
us on Thursdays at 6pm 
by contacting Vergennes-
freethinkers@gmail.com 
for Zoom and in-person 
meeting information.

VERMONT SUPPORT 
LINE Are you struggling 
with a challenging situa-
tion? Do you have feel-
ings of sadness, loneliness, 
isolation, anger, or depres-
sion? You don’t have to 
face it alone. Talk with a 
caring person who under-
stands what you’re going 
through today by calling or 
texting the free and confi-
dential Pathways Vermont 
Support Line available 24/7 
at (833) VT - TALKS.

Services
C+I DRYWALL and plaster-
ing. Call Joe 802-234-5545.

CONSTRUCTION: ADDI-
TIONS, RENOVATIONS 
new construction, drywall, 
carpentry, painting, flooring, 
roofing, pressure washing, 
driveway sealing. All as-
pects of construction, also 
property maintenance. Ste-
ven Fifield 802-989-0009.

MELISSA’S QUALITY 
CLEANING Services. Resi-
dential and commercial. 
Fully insured. Great rates. 
Reliable and thorough 
cleaning. 802-345-6257.

ODD JOBS lawn work, cut 
brush, some tree work. Call 
us we do other jobs too! 
802-999-2194 John

3
WE BUY OLD STUFF Es-
tates, collections, antiques 
etc. Also hunting and fish-
ing items. Call Erik 802-
345-0653.

Free
DIGITAL ACCESS View 
obituaries, calendar listings 
and classifieds online at 
addisonindependent.com.  
Don’t miss out on events. 
Looking to read more? Be-
come a subscriber!

EXCESS NEWSPAPERS, 
GREAT for gardening.  
Keep grass and other 
weeds under control with 
newspapers. Printed with 
soy-based ink.  Available at 
The Addison Independent, 
58 Maple St. Middlebury; in 
the Marble Works. Office is 
open M-F, 9am-4pm.

FREE SCRAP METAL you 
haul away call 802-877-
3763

Help Wanted

3
KEEWAYDIN CAMP is 
looking for help with a wide 
variety of groundskeep-
ers and maintenance jobs, 
no experience necessary. 
M-F with a few Saturdays 
through October. Email 
lee@keewaydin.org or call 
802.352.4447 lv msg 

AMERICAN FLATBREAD 
MIDDLEBURY Hearth 
is hiring!  Offering good 
compensation, respect-
ful co-workers, and great 
food.  We are hiring for 
multiple full time and part 
time positions including bar 
leadership, daytime prep 
and evening shifts.  Ample 
opportunities for growth in 
a positive work environ-
ment.  Please stop in for 
an application or email Joe 
at joe@americanflatbread.
com. EOE.

ESTABLISHED COMPA-
NY seeking experienced 
finish carpenters to work 
on new construction and 
renovation projects that are 
local. Looking for someone 
with attention to detail, out-
standing craftsmanship and 
professionalism. Compen-
sation based on experience 
and work performance. 
Possible additional benefits 
for the right person. Work 
hours are from 7 AM to 3:30 
PM Monday thru Friday. 
Five paid holidays to start 
and potential to earn vaca-
tion time. To apply, please 
email name, contact info, 
applicable experience to 
rgale@mgalebuilders.com

PAINT CREW LEADER 
(Rutland County). Re-
SOURCE: A Non-Profit 
Community Enterprise, 
provides youth between 
the ages of 16 and 24 
with job skills, leadership 
and career development 
training.  The Paint Crew 
Leader will provide valuable 
job skills and safety training 
to youth crew members as 
they paint historic barns 
in Rutland County. The 
ReSOURCE staff team is 
highly collaborative and 
deeply invested in youth 
development. This is a sea-
sonal position from mid-
June through the end of 
August, for approximately 
10 weeks, full time (40 
hours a week). Priority 
candidates will have ex-
perience in both painting/
construction and education 
and must have transpor-
tation. Compensation is 
$20/hr - $25/hr, depending 
on experience. Interested 
applicants please send a 
resume and cover letter 
to Andrew Jope ajope@
resourcevt.org

3
LANDSCAPERS - ZERO 
TURN OPERATORS look-
ing for honest, hardworking 
people to help with busy 
2022 season. $18-$21 per 
hour depending on experi-
ence. Call Mark at Pleasant 
Valley Inc. 802-343-4820 in 
North Ferrisburgh.

PARKER EXCAVATION IS 
a local excavating company 
known for its work ethic and 
attention to detail. Do you 
take pride in your work and 
long to make the smallest of 
details fit just right? We may 
be looking for YOU! As our 
busy season approaches, 
we are looking to fill multiple 
positions. We offer com-
petitive starting package 
dependent on experience. 
Job Type: Full-time. Pay: 
$16.00 - $31.00 per hour. 
Call 802-877-3434

Q’S COWS IS A cattle 
handling and feed produc-
ing operation. We have 
an opening for a lead per-
son. Duties would include 
transporting cattle, operat-
ing farm equipment and 
general work. This job is 
5-1/2 days a week and well 
compensated for the right 
person. 802-349-9566 for 
more information.

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent

3 x col 
8.25

addy indy
sales rep

CD

2 x col  4
ferrisburgh
high way

CD

There are barns to paint,
lawns to mow,  and no end

of  odd jobs needing attention.

WhistlePig is looking to hire
a few seasonal employees that are 

detail-oriented, handy, and reliable. 
 

Hours: 8-4 Monday-Thursday
Wage: Hourly based on experience
Reliable transportation is needed.

Send experience and inquiry to:
jobs@whistlepigrye.com.

No phone calls, please.

Summer Help Needed
Painting, Groundskeeping, and More!

County Tire Center, Inc. is a busy 10 bay shop looking 
for a motivated full-time automotive technician with 

knowledge in brakes, exhaust, oil changes, tires,
VT state inspection license as well as all other related 
mechanical job duties. Your own tools are required.

Email cover letter, resume
and three references to

lisa@countytirecenter.com
or mail/drop off at: 

County Tire Center, Inc. 
33 Seymour St

Middlebury, VT 05753

We offer competitive wages including health insurance, vacation/
sick time, 401K, uniforms and boot allowance. 

40 hours per week Monday-Friday, with 
overtime available during the months

of fall and spring tire changes.

Love Cars?
               Us Too!

64 Jackman Drive • Bristol, VT  05443
802-453-2381 • JackmansInc.com

We are looking for a CDL DRIVER Class B 
with Hazmat Endorsement to set

propane tanks, deliver pellets, etc. 
Working as a team member with the service 

department is required. 

Jackman’s of Bristol is a growing local 
company looking to add quality people.  

We proudly pay for classes to further your 
education, and licenses.

Pay is commensurate with experience.
We offer a fuel benefit, employee pricing, 
health insurance, company cell phone,

and matching 401k retirement.

NOW HIRING!

Contact us today! 
Email Tim@jackmansinc.com

or apply online at JackmansInc.com

Summer Camp 
Support Position

Help with a variety of camp support jobs 
including driving, trip excursion food 

prep, and errands at Keewaydin Dunmore 
boys’ camp on beautiful Lake Dunmore! 
Approximately 20 - 30 hours per week 
from June 20 - August 20, competitive 

wages, flexible schedule. 
Contact Pete Hare at pete@keewaydin.org 

for information.

KEEWAYDIN CAMPSKEEWAYDIN CAMPSKEEWAYDIN CAMPSKEEWAYDIN CAMPS
HELP WANTED

Camp Songadeewin for girls, located
on Lake Dunmore in Salisbury
has the following positions open
for June 18 to August 20, 2022.

Contact Ellen Flight, Songadeewin Director,
for more complete job descriptions at
ellen@keewaydin.org or 802-352-9860.

• Supervise lifeguards
• Run daily swim classes
• Teach swim classes
• Maintaining a safe waterfront
• This position is residential, includes 

room and board as well as salary

Head of Waterfront
Must be highly responsible, over 21 with current
life guard certification and previous supervision

and life guarding experience.

Camp Mother
Must have a clean driving record and be over 21. 
Responsible for a variety of tasks and areas of the 

campus requiring someone to be conscientious, 
organized and complete a variety of tasks.

Tasks include but are not limited to:
• Run errands
• Airport pick-up and drop-off
• Accompany campers to doctor appointments
• Transport staff to town for their time-off
• This position is residential, includes room 

and board as well as salary

• Drive out our canoe trips to the ADKS, 
Maine, Northern NH and Canada

• Non-residential, daily rate approximately 
20-25 days for the summer with some 
overnights and weekends

Driver
Must have experience driving 15 passenger vans 

and trailers,  CDL preferred, passport or enhanced 
license and clean driving record required. Must 
enjoy working with children and young adults

Seeking experienced full time auto 
technician to work in a small, 

fast-paced tire and preventative 
maintenance repair shop.

The job requires applicant to be reliable, 
have excellent customer skills, a clean driving 

record, tools, and a VT State Inspection 
license (or the ability to obtain a license). 

Must be detail oriented, willing to work as 
a strong team member and able to work 

independently when required.
Shop hours are Mon–Fri 8am to 5pm, but 
some overtime is expected when needed, 

wage is based on experience and references.
Applicants may contact

Randy @ 802-989-1386,
randys.rf@gmail.com or

in person at Randys Service Center,
44 N. Pleasant St., Midd., VT 05753.

SLATE VALLEY 
MODIFIED UNIFIED UNION 

SCHOOL DISTRICT
ALTERNATIVE PROGRAM 
INSTRUCTOR VACANCY

2022-2023
ALTERNATIVE PROGRAM 

INSTRUCTOR needed for the Annex 
Program at Fair Haven Union High 

School.  This position begins for the 2022-
2023 school year. 

The successful candidate will have some 
combination of multiple content area 
endorsements for Grades 9-12.  Must 
meet Vermont State Teacher Licensing 

requirements. Bachelors Degree required. 

For additional information contact Ben 
Worthing, Principal at 802-265-4966.  

Applications for this position must apply 
on www.SchoolSpring.com

The above position will remain open 
until filled.

EOE

SLATE VALLEY UNIFIED 
UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT

SCHOOL COUNSELOR VACANCY
2022-2023

Slate Valley School District (9-12) 
is seeking qualified candidates for a 

School Counselor.
This position would involve sharing 

responsibilities with other School Counselors 
and collaborating with other faculty, 

staff and families to best support student 
needs. Knowledge and experience in 

scheduling, data analysis, counseling, college 
preparation, peer mediation, restorative 
practices etc. are integral to this position. 

For more information, please contact Ben 
Worthing, Principal at 802-265-4966

All applicants must apply on 
www.SchoolSpring.com

The above position will remain open 
until filled.

EOE

More Help Wanted ads 
can be found on Pages 

9B, 10B and11B.

Seeking entry level, full-time, team 
oriented individual for routine 

maintenance of Town properties.
The applicant needs to be respectful
of equipment and safety conscious 

during vehicle and equipment operation, 
have a good work ethic, and the ability 

to take and remember directions. 
The work is physically demanding 

and we work in all kinds of weather. 
Competitive salary

and benefits are offered. 
Applications can be picked up at

the Ferrisburgh Town Clerk’s Office,
3279 US Rt. 7, Ferrisburgh,Vt. 

The Town of Ferrisburgh
is an equal opportunity employer.

Town of Ferrisburgh 
Highway/ Grounds 

Maintenance

Public Meetings

Public Meetings Services Help Wanted Help Wanted

Public Meetings Public Meetings

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Christy Lynn, Director of Sales
58 Maple St. Middlebury, VT 05753

christy@addisonindependent.com

A successful candidate  
would have:
• A passion and drive to help  

local businesses pursue effective  
marketing and advertising platforms.

• A tenacious drive to support and grow sales.  

• An outgoing personality eager to meet and  help develop 
effective marketing plans for area  businesses.

• Excellent communication skills and comfort  conducting business 
over email, phone, and  in person. 

• Exceptional organization skills and the capacity to help clients 
navigate the field of options  effectively.

GREAT WORK! 
You found your dream job...

Marketing & Advertising 
Account Manager

Learn more about us at addisonindependent.com

Join us as we pursue excellence in local media!
The Addison Independent is hiring a dynamic individual  

with boundless creative energy and an optimistic  
desire to help local businesses. 

Full time position with great earning potential, a flexible schedule  
and room for self-direction, as well as the opportunity to  
join a cheerful, family-owned company in Middlebury. 

If this is you, let Christy know!
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DAIRY AUCTION!
THE BOLDUC FAMILY DAIRY DISPERSAL

WEDNESDAY JUNE 1ST 
ADDISON COUNTY COMMISSION SALES BARNS

345 EAST Main Street - East Middlebury, Vt. 05740 (RT 125)

11AM SHARP
200 HEAD - SELECT SIRE BRED, 

FREESTALL HERD 
125 MILKERS AVE. 75LBS TO 90 LBS

23 BRED HEIFERS DUE JUNE TO NOVEMBER
– 27 YEARLINGS

  PROTEIN 33 – BUTTERFAT 45- ALL VACCINATED!!
SELECT HOLSTEIN SIRES –EVERETT, ROCKETFIRE, GROFF, 

DELRAY, BASIC, SUPERFIRE!!
THE HERD ALSO INCLUDES 20

TOP QUALITY JERSEYS
15 MILKERS – 5 BRED HEIFERS- 4 RTB – 5 CFS
SELECT JERSEY SIRES –LEMONHEAD, MATT, & CASINO

SALE NOTE – WELL BRED FOR TOP PRODUCTION!!
**ALSO FOR SALE 2PM FEEDER SALE TO FOLLOW

ACCEPTING FEEDER CONSIGNMENTS NOW **
Sale managed by: 

ADDISON COUNTY COMMISSION SALES INC.
TG WISNOWSKI & SONS • 802-388-2661 • 802-989-1507

AUCTIONEER: JOHN NOP  
FOOD: LAZY BREEZE FARM BURGER BUGGY

WWW.ACCSCATTLE.COM

Auctions

MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 
police assisted Middlebury Union 
Middle School officials with an 
“out-of-control” student on May 3. 
School officials alleged the student 
assaulted staff members. 

Police said the student’s parents 
collected the student from school.

In other action last week, 
Middlebury police:

• Took a drunken student to 
Porter Hospital for a medical exam 
on May 2.

• Responded to a juvenile 
complaint on Woodbridge Lane 
on May 2. Police said they were 
unable to locate any juveniles in 
that area.

• Responded to a report of 
someone stealing the LGBTQ 
flag from Porter Medical Center 
campus on May 2. Middlebury 
police were soon informed that 
Brandon police had cited David 
Woodward, 65, of Brandon for the 
theft.

• Received a report on May 2 
about the alleged theft of money 
from the Porter Hospital campus. 
Police said the case is under 
investigation.

• Gave a ride to a person who 
had been involved in a crash on 
Cody Road on May 2.

• Assisted Middlebury Regional 
EMS on a medical call in the 
Buttolph Drive neighborhood on 
May 3.

• Assisted Bristol Rescue with a 
medical emergency at the Charter 
House Emergency Shelter on May 
3.

• Responded to a reported 
domestic disturbance in the Airport 
Road area on May 3.

• Received a report of a Turning 
Point Center of Addison County 
guest being disruptive and refusing 
to leave the nonprofit’s Creek Road 
headquarters on May 3.

• Took a mother and child to 
Porter Hospital during the evening 
of May 4 after receiving word that 

the child had experienced a medical 
emergency.

• Assisted the Charter House 
Emergency Shelter with an unruly 
guest on May 4.

• Were informed of the theft of 
a road bike from a College Street 
building on May 5.

• Responded to a complaint of 
someone bringing a snake into a 
Foote Street home on May 5.

• Investigated reports that a 
“small black vehicle” knocked 
down several signs in the Airport 
Road neighborhood on May 5. 
Police couldn’t find the vehicle.

• Investigated reports of a loud 
party off Quarry Road at around 
11:15 p.m. on May 6.

• Assisted MREMS on a call to 
the Addison County Parent-Child 
Center on Monroe Street, where 
a nine-month-old child had been 
experiencing difficulty breathing. 
MREMS officials were able to help 
the child, police said.

• Responded to a report of 
someone driving erratically on 
College Street and Route 125 on 
May 6.

• Checked on the welfare of an 
elderly Lindale Circle resident who 
reported having no running water 
or heat in her home on May 6.

• Investigated a report on 
May 6 of a vehicle striking a fire 
hydrant and causing a water leak 
at the intersection of High and 
Washington streets on May 6.

• Responded to an untimely 
death report in the Deerfield Lane 
area on May 6. Police identified 
the deceased as 60-year-old Joyce 
Dupoise, whose remains were 
taken to the Vermont Medical 
Examiner’s Office for autopsy.

• Took a drunken student to 
Porter Hospital for detox services 
on May 7.

• Responded to a report of a 
drunken student causing problems 
at the Porter Hospital Emergency 
Department on May 7.

• Conducted parking 
enforcement in downtown 
Middlebury on May 7.

• Received complaints about 
vehicles illegally parked along the 
side of Seminary Street Extension 
during the afternoon of May 7.

• Received a report of a college 
party causing traffic issues in 

Police assist MUMS
officials with student

Police Log
Middlebury

(See Middlebury log, Page 12B)
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For Sale
FOR SALE: Mountain Bike 
$300.00 call for more infor-
mation. Sears Kenmore 
Washer & Dryer $300 for 
both. Wayne Spencer 802-
398-7636

FOR SALE: small utility 
trailer. 4ft x 6ft with tailgate. 
$220 802-388-6004

For Rent
DRY, WINTER/SUMMER 
STORAGE SPACE in Ad-
dison. Available storage 
space in my barn for sum-
mer/winter storage. The 
barn is structurally sound 
and weather-tight with 
electricity. No heat or run-
ning water. The barn is also 
available for lease. The en-
trance door measurements 
are 8’ wide by 7’ high. For 
more info: 802-363-3403 
or rochon_m@yahoo.com.

MIDDLEBURY COMMONS 
(MIDDLEBURY): One 
bedroom apartment , bar-
rier free, Laundry on site, 
ACTR(Bus) stop on site, 
utilities included, rent based 
on income. For applications 
& guidelines contact 802-
828-1045. Equal Housing 
Opportunity.

MIDDLEBURY SUGAR-
WOOD APARTMENTS 
is currently taking waitlist 
applications for 2, 3, 4  bed-
room apartments. Minimum 
occupancy requirements.  
No smoking/ No pets.  In-
come limits apply- Rent 
based on income. Equal 
Housing Opportunity 802-
247-0165 TTY: 800-253-
0191 www.SummitPMG.
com.

MIDDLEBURY, OFF CAM-
PUS HOUSING available. 
802-388-4831, AJ Neri 
Property Rentals.

SPECTACULAR 2 BED-
ROOM rental on the lake 
in Leicester. Completely,  
newly remodeled. Long 
term rental. Heat, electric-
ity, parking included. Inter-
net available. $2,500/mo. 
plus deposit, references. 
No pets.  Available June 
1. 802-388-0860.

VERGENNES VALLEY 
VIEW APARTMENTS is 
currently taking wait list ap-
plications.  Occupants must 
be 62+ years of age.  No 
smoking/ No pets. Income 
limits apply - Rent based 
on income. Equal Housing 
Opportunity.  802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com.

Att. Farmers
FOR SALE 29 ft Wheel 
Harrow, 8 ft Power Har-
row, 8 ft 3-point blade, 16 
ft Houle Land Leveler, 05 
Verland Bottom Plow, 5 ft 
Bushhog. 802-623-8571

HORSE BLANKET WASH 
and repair.  Accepting non-
leather (for now) horsewear 
of all kinds for cleaning and 
repairing at my Weybridge 
location.  Call or text Sue 
Miller at 802-377-5945 or 
email svdwmiller@icloud.
com with “horse” in the 
subject line for more in-
formation.

SMALL SQUARE BALES 
$3.50.  Excellent round 
bales $30.00.  Call 802-
377-5455.

WHITNEY’S CUSTOM 
FARM WORK Pond agi-
tating, liquid manure haul-
ing, drag line aerating. Call 
for price. 462-2755, John 
Whitney.

Wanted
WANTED: Comic Books. 
Call David 857-210-5029.

3 x col 5.5
vt coffee CD

3 x col 2,75
mcKernon

CD

Executive Director
Clean water. Healthy soil. Thriving agriculture.
It’s all in a day’s work for Vermont’s farmers...

And it can be a part of your work, too!

The Champlain Valley Farmer Coalition seeks
a full-time Executive Director. Our mission is to 

assist farmers in implementing innovative agricultural 
practices that enhance water quality, soil health, 
climate-smart farming, and economic resiliency

in the Champlain Valley. We accomplish this through
a positive, unified voice that provides targeted 

education and outreach to farmers and the public; 
advocates on behalf of farmers’ environmental 

interests; and collaborates with community partners
to achieve common goals. Annual salary

is $55,000-$65,000, plus two weeks of paid leave.

Visit cvfc-vt.com/careers to view the full job 
description. To apply, submit a cover letter

and resumé to info@cvfc-vt.com.

Looking for 
something different?

Your local newspaper 
is your

BEST RESOURCE 
for local 

job opportunities!

Also available online:
addisonindependent.com

*Sign-On Bonus and Travel Allowance*
The Residence at Otter Creek, a premiere senior living community 

in Middlebury, VT is accepting applications for:

Full/Part-Time Med Techs/LPN ($3,000 sign-on bonus)

Full/Part-Time Caregiver ($3,000 sign-on bonus)

Full-Time Dishwasher ($500 sign-on bonus)

Full-Time Servers ($500 sign-on bonus)

Full/Part-Time Receptionist ($500 sign-on bonus)

Applicants must be able to work weekends.
Background checks required.  
Please email your resume to

Kristen LaFlam at klaflam@residenceottercreek.com.
The Residence at Otter Creek

350 Lodge Road, Middlebury, VT 05753
www.residenceottercreek.com

NOW HIRING

More Help 
Wanted 

ads can be 
found on 

Pages 9B, 
10B and11B.

Help Wanted

The McKernon Group is looking
for Foremen, Lead Carpenters

and Carpenters to join our team!
Excellent pay and benefits. Health, Dental,

Paid Time off, 401k Match & Profit Share.

Please send Resume to info@mckernongroup.com
or call our office, 802-247-8500 for an interview.

THE MEADOWS
Middlebury, VT

We are currently 
accepting applications 

for our waiting list.
Eligible applicants pay 
30% of their adjusted 

income for rent.
For more information, 
please write or call the 

rental management agent.

Real-Net
Management, Inc.

26 Court Street
Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-4994
EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY

OLD & Used
guns wanted

P: 802-775-2859
C: 802-236-7213

Rifles, 
Hand 
guns, 

Shot guns
Top prices paid.

Great Monday-Friday 1st shift schedule in a beautiful 
location with lots of natural light and excellent perks 

including unlimited cold brew and fresh hot coffee daily,
1lb/week to take home, and a 50% employee discount!

 We are a growing company
with lots of opportunities, join us today!

Complete the online application at 
www.stonewallkitchen.com/employment

Because we are a sensory-sensitive company we cannot employ smokers. 

Love Great Coffee and 
Want it for FREE?

Come join the team at Vermont Coffee Company,
part of Stonewall Kitchen’s Family of Brands!

Now hiring for
Manufacturing Associates

Roaster

All real estate 
advertising in this 
newspaper is subject  to 
the Federal Fair Housing 
Act of 1968 as amended 
which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, national 
origin, sexual orientation, 
or persons receiving 
public assistance, or an 
intention to make any such 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will 
not  knowingly accept any 
advertisement for real 
estate which is in violation 
of the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available 
on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of 
discrimination, call HUD 
Toll-free at 1-800-424-
8590. For the Washington, 
DC area please call HUD 
at 426-3500.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent

For Rent

For Rent

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

It’s against the law to 
discriminate

when advertising housing

Let us help you sift through the complexities of 
the Fair Housing Law. Stay legal. Stay on the right 
side of the nation’s Fair Housing Law. 
Call the Addison Independent at (802) 388-4944. 

Talk to our sales professionals.

It’s against the law to discriminate when 
advertising housing. Its easier to break the law 

than you might think.
You can’t say “no children” or “adults only.”

There’s a lot you can’t say.
The Federal Government is watching for such 

discrimination.

For Rent Att. Farmers

For Rent For Rent

MARKET REPORT
ADDISON COUNTY

COMMISSION SALES
RT. 125 • EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT

Sales for 5/5 & 5/9, 2022
                        COST 
BEEF LBS. /LB $
Woodard Farm 1885 .90 1696.50
Correia Family 1655 .885 1464.68
M. Davis 1110 .84 932.40
Blue Spruce Farm 1785 .82 1463.70
MacGlaflin Farm  1705 .80 1364.00
H. Degraaf 1560 .80 1248.00
Nop Bros. & Sons 1385 .765 1059.53
                        COST 
CALVES LBS. /LB $
Monument Farms 112 3.10 347.20
Correia Family 107 3.00 321.00
Kayhart Bros. 92 3.00 276.00
Barnes Bros. 118 2.20 259.60
M. Churchill 91 2.50 227.50
Total # Beef: 150 Total # Calves: 243
We value our faithful customers.

Sales at 3 pm - Mon. & Thurs.
call 1-802-388-2661
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Wednesday 12:30pm to 4:30pm
APPOINTMENTS REQUIRED.

FACE MASKS REQUIRED.
(even if vaccinated)

802-388-1966
addisoncountyclerk@gmail.com

Full Passport Service
Addison County Courthouse
The Addison County Clerk located in 

Frank Mahady Courthouse is available 
to accept passport applications and 

provide  passport photos.

REGULAR HOURS
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday

9am to 1pm

CORNWALL CENTRAL 
CEMETERY 

Annual Meeting 7pm on Friday,
May 13th at the Town Hall.
For info call 802-324-9499.

LAKE VIEW CEMETERY 
ASSOCIATION NOTICE
The Lakeview Cemetery Association 

will hold their annual cemetery meeting 
on Tuesday, May 17, at 7 p.m., at the 
West Addison Community House.

TOWN OF NEW HAVEN
INVITATION TO BID

Sealed bids for reclaiming, furnishing, and placing asphalt at noted locations 
will be received at the New Haven Town Offices at 78 North Street, New Haven, 
Vermont 05472 until 4:00 pm on May 17, 2022, and will be publically opened at 
the Selectboard meeting on May 17, 2022, on or after 7:00 pm. The link to the 
Selectboad meeting can be found at www.newhavenvt.com. 

Specifications for bidders and bid forms may be obtained without charge at 
the New Haven Town Offices, 78 North Street, New Haven, VT 05472, or on our 
website www.newhavenvt.com.

The Town of New Haven, VT reserves the right to waive any informalities, to 
reject any and all bids, or to accept the bid deemed to be in the best interest of 
the Town of New Haven.

STATE OF VERMONT
SUPERIOR COURT      

ADDISON UNIT 
PROBATE DIVISION

DOCKET NO.: 22-PR-0242
IN RE: ESTATE OF:

RALPH P. FARNSWORTH
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
To the creditors of Ralph P. 

Farnsworth, late of New Haven, VT
I have been appointed to administer 

this estate.  All creditors having 
claims against the decedent or the 
estate must present their claims in 
writing within four (4) months of the 
first publication of this notice.  The 
claim must be presented to me at 
the address listed below with a copy 
sent to the Court.  The claim may be 
barred forever if it is not presented 
within the four (4) month period.
Dated: May 4, 2022
Signed: /s/ Anthony R. Duprey, Esq.

Attorney for Executor
Michael A. Farnsworth

Address: Duprey Law, PLLC
11 Main Street, Suite B110F

Vergennes, VT 05491
Publication: Addison Independent
Publication Date: 05/12/22
Vermont Superior Court
- Addison Unit
Probate Division
7 Mahady Court, Middlebury, VT 05753

NOTICE OF DESTRUCTION
OF PERSONNEL RECORDS

RUTLAND NORTHEAST
SUPERVISORY UNION

Brandon, Chittenden, Goshen, Leicester, Mendon, Pittsford, Sudbury, Whiting 
(RNESU, Otter Valley & Barstow Unified Union School Districts)

Let this serve as notice that Personnel Records of employees who were 
employed at Barstow Memorial School, Lothrop Elementary School, Neshobe 
School, Otter Creek Academy (formally known as Leicester Central, Sudbury 
County and Whiting Elementary Schools), or Otter Valley High School prior and 
up to the 1992 school year are being destroyed in accordance with Federal, State 
and Local Guidelines.

Anyone who would like their record should call Pam Reed at the RNESU Office 
at (802)247-5757 prior to December 31, 2022 to make arrangements to pick it up.
 Brooke Dahlin
 Human Resources Coordinator

STATE OF VERMONT AGENCY
OF NATURAL RESOURCES

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

The Department of Environmental Conservation (Department) is reissuing 
the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) pesticide general 
permit (2022 PGP), which authorizes the point source discharges of biological 
pesticides, and chemical pesticides that leave a residue, to waters of Vermont. 
The 2022 PGP is proposed to renew authorizations for point source discharges 
from the application of pesticides to, over, or near waters of the State for the 
following pesticide use patterns: (1) mosquito and other flying insect pest control; 
(2) weed and algae control; (3) animal pest control; and (4) forest canopy pest 
control. The Department is issuing this draft PGP for a minimum thirty (30) day 
public comment period, which is described in more detail below.

The public is invited to provide written comment on the draft 2022 PGP 
through the close of business (4:30pm) on Wednesday, June 22, 2022.

Written comments on the draft 2022 PGP should be emailed to Misha Cetner 
at Misha.Cetner@vermont.gov or mailed to:

Misha Cetner
DEC Lakes & Ponds Program
1 National Life Drive, Davis 3
Montpelier, VT 05620-3522
A public information meeting on the draft 2022 PGP will be held on Wednesday, 

June 16, 2022, at 3:00 PM, at the ANR Annex building located at 190 Junction 
Road, Berlin VT.

A copy of the draft 2022 PGP, information on virtual or call-in options for the 
public meeting, and related documents are posted here: https://enb.vermont.
gov/?id=16329

Questions should be sent to the email above or directed to 802-490-6199.
In making a final determination on the application, the Agency will consider all 

information received by that date or presented at the meeting.
Misha Cetner, Lake & Shoreland Permit Analyst
Watershed Management Division
May 5, 2022

PROPOSED STATE RULES
By law, public notice of proposed rules must be given by publication in 

newspapers of record. The purpose of these notices is to give the public a 
chance to respond to the proposals. The public notices for administrative rules 
are now also available online at https://secure.vermont.gov/SOS/rules. The law 
requires an agency to hold a public hearing on a proposed rule, if requested to 
do so in writing by 25 persons or an association having at least 25 members.

To make special arrangements for individuals with disabilities or special 
needs please call or write the contact person listed below as soon as possible. 

To obtain further information concerning any scheduled hearing(s), obtain 
copies of proposed rule(s) or submit comments regarding proposed rule(s), 
please call or write the contact person listed below. You may also submit 
comments in writing to the Legislative Committee on Administrative Rules, 
State House, Montpelier, Vermont 05602 (802-828-2231).

Rules and Regulations: Visitor Conduct and Fees and Charges
for State Park Services and Commercial
Activities on Department Lands.
Vermont Proposed Rule: 22P007
AGENCY: Agency of Natural Resources; Forests, Parks & Recreation.
CONCISE SUMMARY: Removed the designation of 2- or 4-night camping 
reservation minimums. Removed Waterbury Reservoir from the no minimum 
reservation. Price changes for use of state parks: Adult day use increased $1 
per person. Vermont resident camping increased $1 per night per site. Non-
resident camping increased $7 per night. Vermont resident lean-to camping 
increased $2 per night. Non-resident lean-to camping increased $8 per night. 
Cabin rentals increased $9 per night. Price for overnight pets increased $1. The 
Stone Hut nightly rental increased from $225 to $300 per night. Pavilion rentals 
increased $25 per rental. Seyon Lodge 1/2-day boat rental increased $5 per 
use. The Burton Island Marina slip price increased by $0.50 to $2.25 per linear 
foot and the Burton Island Mooring price increased by $0.25 to $1 per linear 
foot. Allow for some seasonal slip space at Burton Island Marina. Removed 
Green River Reservoir unique camping reservation structure. Add vehicle pass 
for organized groups. Adjust municipal recreation rates. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT: Nate McKeen, Director of State 
Parks, Agency of Natural Resources, 1 National Life Drive, Montpelier VT 05620 
Tel: 802-777-0814 Email: nate.mckeen@vermont.gov  URL: vtstateparks.com 
http://vtstateparks.com. 
FOR COPIES: Rochelle Skinner, Agency of Natural Resources, 1 National 
Life Drive, Montpelier VT 05620 Tel: 802-522-0841 Email: rochelle.skinner@
vermont.gov. 

Updates to the Beryllium Standard for the Construction and Shipyard Industry
Vermont Proposed Rule: 22P008
AGENCY: Department of Labor
CONCISE SUMMARY: VOSHA is amending its existing construction and 
shipyard standards for occupational exposure to beryllium and beryllium 
compounds to clarify certain provisions and simplify or improve compliance. 
These changes are designed to accomplish three goals: to more appropriately 
tailor the requirements of the construction and shipyards standards to the 
particular exposures in these industries, in light of partial overlap between the 
beryllium standards’ requirements and other OSHA standards (such as the 
Hazard Communication Standard); to aid compliance and enforcement across 
the beryllium standards by avoiding inconsistency, where appropriate, between 
the shipyards and construction standards and recent revisions to the general 
industry standard; and to clarify certain requirements with respect to materials 
containing only trace amounts of beryllium. This final rule does not affect the 
general industry beryllium standard.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT: Daniel A. Whipple, Vermont 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration, P.O. Box 488 Montpelier, VT 
05601-0488, Tel: 802-828-5084, Fax: 802-828-0488, Email: dan.whipple@
vermont.gov URL: https://labor.vermont.gov/workplace-safety.  
FOR COPIES: Bailey Thibault, Vermont Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration, P.O. Box 488 Montpelier, VT 05601-0488, Tel: 802-828-5085, 
Fax: 802-828-0488, Email: bailey.thibault@vermont.gov.

TOWN OF ADDISON
NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS

PROCESS & DATES FOR 2022 GRIEVANCES
Grievance hearing will be held at the Addison Town Clerk’s Office Wednesday, 

May 25, 2022, starting at 9:00AM – 2:00PM.  All grievance hearings will be 
by phone and by appointment only.  Please make an appointment by calling 
the Town’s Clerk’s Office at (802) 759-2020 Monday, Tuesday, Thursday from 
9:00AM to 12:00PM & 1:00PM to 4:00PM and Wednesday and Friday from 
9:00AM to 12:00PM prior to May 25.  All grievances must be in writing and 
delivered at your hearing on or before May 25, 2022.

Title 32.  Vermont Statutes Annotated. Section 4111 (G) says:  
“A person who feels aggrieved by the action of the Listers and desires to be 

heard by them, shall, on or before the day of the grievance meeting, file with 
them his (or her) objections in writing and may appear in person or by his (her) 
agents or attorneys.  Upon the hearing of such grievance the parties thereto 
may submit such documentary or sworn evidence as shall be pertinent thereto.”  
    Town of Addison Board of Listers:
 William Munoff
 Richard Pratt
 John Spencer

WEYBRIDGE CEMETERY 
ASSOCIATION  

ANNUAL MEETING
The Weybridge Cemetery 

Association Annual Meeting will 
be held Saturday, May 14, 2022 
at 9:00 a.m. at the Weybridge 
Congregational Church.

For information, call  545-2502.

the vicinity of Quarry Road and 
Seminary Street Extension on May 
7. Police said one of the partygoers 
tried to take the Happy Valley 
Orchard sign, which was ultimately 
found and returned.

• Received a report a dog biting 
someone in the Water Street area 
own May 7.

• Responded to a noise 
complaint on Court Street on May 
7.

• Cited Jason Berger, 22, of New 
York, N.Y., for driving under the 
influence, following a traffic stop 
one South Main Street on May 8. 

Police said they measured Berger’s 
blood-alcohol content at 0.104%; 
the legal limit for driving is 0.08.

• Retrieved a bicycle that had 
been abandoned at the intersection 
of College and Weybridge streets 
on May 8.

• Observed that someone had 
vandalized a mailbox on Halladay 
Road on May 8. Police said they 
tried to notify the homeowners, but 
they were away at the time.

• Assisted a woman having a 
mental health episode at a Jackson 
Lane residence on May 8.

• Quieted a loud party at a South 
Main Street home on May 8.

RIPTON — Students at 
Ripton Elementary and Salisbury 
Community Schools have 
launched “Cards for Caring”, a 
service learning project to provide 
humanitarian relief for Ukraine. 

Students are hard at work during 
their weekly Art Class making 
one-of-a-kind note cards that are 
currently being offered for sale. 
Under the direction of their Art 

Teacher, Eileen Gombosi, students 
are creating handmade note cards 
using pen and ink, watercolor 
paint and printmaking and finding 
inspiration from the art of Ukrainian 
artist, Maria Prymachenko.

Prymachenko, the most 
renowned folk artist of Ukraine, is 
inspiring students with her fantastic 
creatures, colors and patterns. Her 
work even inspired artists such as 
Picasso and Matisse. 

Cards will be bundled in packs 
of 4 and sell for $5 a pack through 
local businesses. All proceeds will 
go to Heart to Heart International, 
working on the frontlines to aid 
those affected by the conflict. The 
students are incredibly excited to 
make a positive change with their 
art. Cards for sale can be found at 
The Middlebury Frameshop on 
Exchange Street; The Middlebury 
Studio School, both in the Marble 
Works and on Route 7 South; 
Sparrow Art Supply at 52 Main 
St; and the Ripton Country Store. 
Cards may also be purchased 
directly from the schools:  Ripton 
School, 802-388-2208; Salisbury 
Community School, 802-352-4291; 
or by emailing Eileen Gombosi 
egombosi@acsdvt.org.

RIPTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL students Tenlyn Wetzel and 
Beatrice Doria pose with the stack of notecards they created as 
part of their “Cards for Caring” project, aimed at raising funds for 
humanitarian aid to Ukraine.

SALISBURY COMMUNITY SCHOOL student Tucker Sheldrick 
displays one of the note cards he created for his “Card for Caring” 
project. Inspired by Ukrainian artist Maria Prymachenko, the note 
cards, will be for sale locally to generate funds for humanitarian aid 
to Ukraine. 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL STUDENT Sophia Gorton used an image 
by Ukrainian artist Maria Prymachenko as inspiration for the note 
cards she is making for the Ripton and Salisbury elementary schools’  
“Card for Caring” fundraiser for Ukraine.

Photos courtesy Eileen Gomabosi

Elementary students
make art for Ukraine

Middlebury log
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Two local students, Alexandra 
Bonavita of Middlebury, a student 
at Middlebury Union High School, 
and Felicia Poirier of Ferrisburgh, 
a student at Vergennes Union High 

School, have been selected to 
receive scholarships of $500 from 
The American Legion. Bonavita 
and Poirer were selected from 
more than 200 applicants. 
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Jody Smith and Joseph Watson found four poisonous books in the Middlebury College Special Collections that contain arsenic as well as other elements. The books all are 
covered in these brilliant green covers, which were popular in the 19th century. The books have since been registered on the Arsenical Books Database. 

INDEPENDENT PHOTO / STEVE JAMES 

hey say, “Don’t judge a book by its 
cover;” but in this case you might 
want to… In fact, that’s exactly 
how Joseph Watson, preservation 
manager and Special Collections 
associate at Middlebury College, 
found four books from the early 
19th century that turned out to be 

poisonous. 

“They had just been 
sitting on the shelf,” 
Watson said in an 

interview last week. “It really only took a couple 
of hours to search the collection because 
I could look for the specifi c emerald green 
aesthetic of the binding. I used a bookmark 

tool to match the color and once I found one 
or two I could spot them pretty easily.”

Watson began the search after Kaitlin Buerge, 
a former coworker in special collections, 
pointed out Melissa Tedone’s eff orts with 
The Poison Book Project. Tedone works as 
the lab head for book and library materials 
conservation at Winterthur Museum, Garden 
and Library in Delaware. She discovered the 
emerald green books’ “hidden hazard” while 
preparing one such Victorian-era book for 
exhibit at Winterthur back in the spring of 2019. 

“Aware of recent literature about Victorian 
wallpapers, apparel and other household 
goods colored with toxic emerald green 

pigment, a dubious concern grew in my mind: 
Could this same toxic pigment have been 
used to color 19th-century bookcloth?” reads 
Tedone’s article in The International Institute 
for Conservation of Historic and Artistic Works
(spring 2020). 

Indeed when the books were analyzed they 
“identifi ed the strong presence of arsenic and 
copper in the bookcloth.”

So how dangerous are these enchanting 
emerald reads?

“I like how Dr. Tadone put it,” said Watson 
paraphrasing. “She says that you should be 

SEE POISON ON PAGE 3

Need a killer read? Check out these poison books

ELSIE
 LYNN PARINI

BY
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HAROLD LLOYD FEATURE TO KICK OFF 11TH YEAR OF FREE CLASSIC CINEMA AT BRANDON’S TOWN HALL

Silent film series starts up again on May 14

lassics from the silent film era return 
to the big screen this May at the 
Brandon Town Hall and Community 
Center, which will host another season 
of vintage cinema with live music.

First up is Harold Lloyd in “For 
Heaven’s Sake” (1926), an uproarious 

romantic comedy which screens on Saturday, 
May 14, at 7 p.m.

Admission is free; donations are welcome to 
help support ongoing Town Hall renovation 
efforts.

Live music for each silent film program will be 
provided by Jeff Rapsis, a New Hampshire-
based performer and composer who 
specializes in scoring and presenting silent 
films.

In “For Heaven’s Sake,” Lloyd plays a wealthy 
young man smitten with the 
daughter of an impoverished 
clergyman who ministers to the 
urban poor.

On the day Lloyd and the girl 
plan to marry, Lloyd’s wealthy 
country club friends kidnap 
him to prevent what they see 
as an embarrassing mistake.

Can the urban mission’s 
petty criminals and chronic 
alcoholics rescue Harold 
and get him to the church 
on time?

“For Heaven’s Sake,” 
promoted with the tagline “A Man With A 
Mansion, A Miss with a Mission,” became the 
fourth-highest grossing film of 1926, earning 
$2.6 million.

Critic Leonard Maltin described “For Heaven’s 
Sake” as “a screamingly funny silent comedy.”

In accompanying films live, Rapsis uses a 
digital synthesizer to recreate the texture of 
the full orchestra. He improvises the music in 
real time, as the movie is shown.

“It’s a real treat to return to Brandon for 
another season of great silent film,” Rapsis 
said. “If you’ve never seen one of these 
movies in a theater, check it out. These films 
were the pop culture of their day, and retain 
their ability to hold an audience and deliver a 
great time at the movies.”

It’s the 11th year of the popular 
silent film series, which gives 
residents and visitors a chance 
to see great movies from the 
pioneering days of cinema as they 
were meant to be shown — on the 
big screen, with an audience and 

accompanied by live music.

Screenings are held once a month on 
Saturday nights starting in May and running 
through November. 

Other films in this year’s Brandon Town Hall 
silent film series include:

SATURDAY, JUNE 11, 7 P.M.
“The Adventures of Robin Hood” (1922) 
starring Douglas Fairbanks Sr. 100th 
anniversary of blockbuster adaptation of the 
tales of Robin Hood. The top grossing film of 
1922. 

SATURDAY, JULY 23, 7 P.M.
“Sherlock Jr.” (1924) and “Battling Butler” 
(1926). A Buster Keaton double feature 

showing the stone-faced comedian at the 
peak of his physical comedy powers. 

SATURDAY, AUG. 13, 7 P.M.
“Blood and Sand” (1922) starring Rudolph 
Valentino in his first starring role, as a sexy 
bullfighter in this romantic thriller. Celebrating 
its 100th anniversary. 

SATURDAY, SEPT. 10, 7 P.M.
“The Flying Ace” (1926), rare example of 
movies produced for black-only theaters in 
segregated parts of the nation; added to the 
National Film Registry in 2021. 

SATURDAY, OCT. 22, 7 P.M.
“Nosferatu” (1922) Just in time for Halloween. 
Celebrate the 100th anniversary of F.W. 
Murnau’s original adaptation of Bram Stoker’s 
“Dracula” story.

SATURDAY, NOV. 19, 7 P.M.
“Her Sister from Paris” (1925) starring 
Constance Talmadge, Ronald Colman. 
The scene: Europe. The cast: Rich people. 
Effervescent battle-of-the-sexes comedy. 

C

Harold Lloyd stars in “For Heaven’s Sake” (1926), a romantic comedy to be screened with 
live music on Saturday, May 14, at 7 p.m., at Brandon Town Hall. Admission free; donations 
accepted. For more info, visit brandontownhall.com.
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POISON
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

aware that these 
books can kill 
you… but you’d 
have to eat it.

“We wear 
gloves when 
interacting 

with the books and keep them now in plastic 
bags… but the exposure is low if the book is in its 
undisturbed form.”

Still, it’s good to know.

That’s why Tadone and the Winterthur research 
team had a goal to “provide accessible tools 
for identifying potentially arsenical bookcloth 
in collections along with the most thorough, 
science-based information possible to help 
institutions make those logistical decisions,” the 
2020 report read. “To this end we have designed 
and printed color swatch bookmarks which can 
be used for visual identification of the remarkably 
consistent hue of emerald green bookcloth 
when considered in combination with other 
historical clues.”

With the help of this bookmark Watson obtained 
from the Winterthur Poison Book Project, he was 
able to select several books from Middlebury’s 
Special Collections that might be carrying 
arsenic. And then he took his samples to Jody 
Smith to find out if these titles were in fact 
hazards. 

Smith manages the technical operations in 
McCardell Bicentennial Hall and provides 
support and training for advanced analytical 
instruments and instrument systems. The 
Rutland native and University of Vermont grad 
holds her master’s in analytical chemistry. She’s 
the person to know if you want to find out what’s 
in a book cover.

“We used XRF (X-ray fluorescence), which 
here at Middlebury is typically used for rock 
samples to identify elemental compositions,” 
Smith said. “But it’s a great tool for art and history 
conservation. The reason it is very appropriate for 
something like a book or a painting is that XRF is 
non-destructive. We don’t have to sample any of 
the material to test it.”

So how does the XRF instrument work exactly?

“In the simplest terms, we shoot x-rays at a 
sample (in this case the book),” Smith explained. 
“When an atom is struck by those x-rays, an 
electron from that atom is ejected. The way 
atoms work is they want to be very stable. 
Atoms don’t like to have an empty vacancy in 
their inner orbital shell. So an electron from 
a higher energy orbital fills in and emits a 
fluorescent x-ray, which is detected by the 
instrument. The energy of that x-ray is equal to 
the specific difference in energy between two 
quantum states of the electron.”

Smith is then able to take the data and identify 
several elements. 

“It was very obvious,” said Smith, who with 
Watson’s assistance tested seven books over 
spring break. “We found arsenic, gold, copper 
and lead… There was arsenic in the first four 
samples we did, but not in the other three 
samples that were a much duller color green.”

Watson submitted the four books and test 
results to the Arsenical Books Database, where 
they are now listed. The books have also been 
placed in ziplock polyethylene bags and will be 
stored in special boxes with special handling 
instructions.

“Honestly, I was surprised that we didn’t have 
more than four,” Watson said. “But that is more 
than enough for us to use as an example 

of these ‘Poison Books’ for our educational 
purposes.”

“I was surprised to see that the gold leafing is 
actually gold,” Smith added. “It was different for 
me to handle a book from the 1800s… I’m not 
artsy, so for me tying arts and science together 
is cool.”

“Ten Nights in a Bar-Room: And What I Saw There” by T.S. 
Arthur (1855), “The Oasis: or, Golden Leaves of Friendship” 
by N.L. Ferguson (1854), “The Oasis: or, Golden Leaves of 
Friendship” by M.J. Percival (1856), and “Uncle Tom’s Cabin 
or The History of a Christian Slave” by Harriet Beecher 
Stowe (1853) were the four poisonous books found in the 
Middlebury College Special Collections. 

PHOTO / COURTESY OF MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE

The books were tested using at Middlebury College 
using an X-ray fluorescence instrument.

INDEPENDENT PHOTO / STEVE JAMES
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SEE EXHIBITS ON PAGE 15

ART
O N  E X H I B I T

ART ON MAIN
25 Main Street, Bristol
Visit artonmain.net or call 802-453-4032 for more 
info

Cynthia Guild Kling Retrospective, is a solo show 
featuring the work of the 90-year-old Starksboro 
painter. Kling is an active volunteer and board 
member of Art on Main. The exhibit will run 
through May 19.

EDGEWATER GALLERY AT THE FALLS
1 Mill Street, Middlebury
Visit edgewatergallery.com, call 802-458-0098 
or email info@edgewatergallery-vt.com for more 
information.

“Open Air,” a solo exhibition featuring Hannah 
Bureau. “The paintings in this show have a lower 
horizon allowing for more sky, light, and air to 
create a bright atmosphere that feels open and 
fresh,” the artist said. On view April 15-May 22.

EDGEWATER GALLERY 
ON THE GREEN
6 Merchant’s Row, Middlebury

“Town and Country,” a two-person exhibition 
featuring Susan Abbott and Molly Doe Wensberg, 
on view April 30-June 26. “Town and Country” 
brings together two painters who present the 
landscape of rural New England from two very 
diff erent perspectives.

JACKSON GALLERY
68 S Pleasant Street, Middlebury
Visit townhalltheater.org/jackson-gallery or call 
802-382-9222 for more info.

“It Runs With The Territory: A Prindle Wissler 
Retrospective” features work by the late local 
artist Prindle Wissler. The paintings and prints in 
this exhibit span from the 1940s to the early 2000s. 
On view May 12-June 30. An opening reception will 
be held Thursday, May 12, from 5-7 p.m.

MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE 
MUSEUM OF ART
72 Porter Field Road, Middlebury.
Visit museum.middlebury.edu/exhibitions or call 
802-443-5007 to make your free reservations.

“Contemporary to Classical: Highlights from the 
New Collection Handbook,” featuring more than 
40 works from the museum’s new permanent 
collection handbook. On view Jan. 28-Aug. 7.

ARIES: March 21-April 20. This week could be a 
strange time in regard to your fi nances, Aries. It 
might be a good idea to get all of your fi nancial 
aff airs in order to fi gure 
out where you stand.

TAURUS: April 21-May 
21. Check around the 
house for any areas that 
could benefi t from a little 
improvement, Taurus. 
Some renovations could 
provide a whole new 
look and even outlook.

GEMINI: May 22-June 
21. Figure out a way 
to show support for 
a valued colleague, 
Gemini. Sometimes 
just a kind word can 
transform someone’s 
day. Your kindness will 
be repaid. 

CANCER: June 22-July 
22. Excessive spending 
could come back to 
haunt you this week, 
Cancer. Spend wisely 
and avoid impulse 
purchases. A fi nancial 
windfall could soon be in 
your future. 

LEO: July 23-Aug. 23. 
Leo, if you have been 
feeling bored and 
restless for the last 
several days, a change 
of scenery could be in 
order. A vacation can fi t 
the bill, but even a day 
trip will prove eff ective.  

VIRGO: Aug. 24-Sept. 
22. Your ability to focus is 
high today, Virgo. This means you can learn many 
new skills and apply them how you see fi t. Take 
advantage of this chance to better yourself.

LIBRA: Sept. 23-Oct. 23. Give some thought to 
how you can increase your income, Libra. It can 
help to have a few extra dollars coming in each 

month. A part-time job 
may be the right fi t for 
now.

SCORPIO: Oct. 24-Nov. 
22. Setbacks at work 
may have you feeling a 
little nervous, Scorpio. 
However, everything 
goes through a natural 
cycle and soon all will be 
well again. Maintain the 
status quo.

SAGITTARIUS: Nov. 
23-Dec. 21. Information 
you glean from the news 
lately could change 
your perspective on 
certain situations, 
Sagittarius. Take it all in 
before making a fi nal 
assessment.  

CAPRICORN: Dec. 
22-Jan. 20. T A task that 
has been in the works for 
some time fi nally comes 
to fruition this week, 
Capricorn. You will have 
mixed feelings about 
getting things done 
and moving on to new 
projects.

AQUARIUS: Jan. 21-
Feb. 18. Aquarius, a goal 
regarding your career 
will fi nally become a 
reality. At fi rst you might 
not believe it, but it’s 
certainly true. You’ve 
worked hard for this.

PISCES: Feb. 19-March 20. Pisces, you tend to be 
your worst critic, but that pushes you to achieve as 
much as you can. It can be a blessing in disguise.

Cosmic ForecastCosmic Forecast

OPEN: M-F 10-5 and Saturday 9:30-4

260 Court Street, Middlebury, Vt. 05753
802-388-3559   www.middleburysewnvac.com

Fill Your Bag with

Accessories and SAVE 20% 
Offer valid
May 16-31, 

2022

BRISTOL • VT453-7799

Tue.-Thurs 11am-5pm
Fri-Sat. 10am-5pm

Be a KNITTER, 
not a quitter!

Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30, Sat. 10-2  • Rt. 7 So., Middlebury
802-388-2800 •  www.middleburyfloralandgifts.com

Support YourSupport Your
Local FloristLocal Florist
Shop Local!Shop Local!

MAY 12 — Katherine Hepburn, actress (d)
MAY13 — Stephen Colbert, comedian (58)
MAY 14— David Byrne, musician (70)
MAY15 — Jasper Johns, artist (92)

MAY16 — Jonathan Richman, musician (71)
MAY 17 — Lena Waithe, screenwriter, actor (38)
MAY 18 — Omar Khayyam, mathematician (d)

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
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THURSDAY,  
MAY 12
“THE RIDER” ON SCREEN IN 

MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, May 12, 7 p.m., Town Hall 
Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. The highly acclaimed 
second feature from Oscar-winning director 
Chloe Zhao, “The Rider” tells the poignant story 
of a young rodeo cowboy who, after suffering a 
near fatal head injury, undertakes a search for 
new identity, seeking to know what it means to 
be a man in the heartland of America. Focusing 
on life in the indigenous community of the Pine 
Ridge reservation, Zhao offers a penetrating vision 
of masculinity and humility set in a world where 
humans and animals intimately co-exist. More info 
at mnff.org or townhalltheater.org.

“DISNEY’S DESCENDANTS: THE MUSICAL” IN 
BRISTOL. Thursday, May 12, 7 p.m., Mount Abraham 
Union High School Auditorium, Airport Dr. Based 
on the popular Disney Channel Original Movies, 
come see a brand-new musical jam-packed with 
comedy, adventure, Disney characters, and hit 
songs from the films. Performed by MAUSD 6th, 
7th, and 8th graders with guest star appearances 
by ELP staff. Tickets $5, available at showtix4u.
com/event-details/64164.

FRIDAY, MAY 13
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN LEICESTER. 
Friday, May 13, Chandler Ridge. Hike Chandler 
Ridge via the Minnie Baker Trail north to Silver 

Lake. Moderate. 6.1 miles with 1,350-foot ascent/
descent. Planned hiking time 5 hours with lunch 
stop. Requires car spot at Silver Lake/Falls of Lana 
parking lot on Route 53 with carpool to Minnie 
Baker trailhead parking area. Some views of Green 
Mountains, Lake Dunmore and Adirondacks from 
Chandler Ridge. Bring lunch, water. Contact Ruth 
Penfield for meeting time at 860-214-4180 or 
ruthpenfield@gmail.com. More at gmcbreadloaf.
org.

AUTHOR DISCUSSION AND BOOK SIGNING IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Friday, May 13, 6 p.m., Little Seed 
Coffee Roasters, 24 Merchants Row. Middlebury 
College Professor of Luso-Hispanic Studies Gloria 
Estela González Zenteno will present her novel 
“Arribada,” the story of a well-to-do woman pushed 
to confront her role in environmental and social 
injustice. González’s colleague Roberto Lint-
Sagarena will join her in conversation. There will 
be complimentary snacks from La Catrina 802 and 
beer for purchase from Drop-In Brewery, as well as 
coffee drinks from Little Seed Coffee Roasters.

SPRING OPEN MIC IN VERGENNES. Friday, May 
13, 7 p.m., Vergennes Congregational Church, 30 S. 
Water St. Bring a friend, share a song, tell a story, 
read a poem, or offer stand up comedy. Theme: 
“Lucky or Unlucky?” Enjoy some refreshments 
while donating to the John Graham Homeless 
Shelter. Contact LiamBattjes@gmail.com to join the 
open mic line-up. Performers of all ages welcome.

THE GRIFT: G23 IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, May 13, 
7 p.m., Town Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. How 

does The Grift celebrate 23 years as a band? With 
G23, a two-night rock extravaganza with some 
very special guests. Two sets each night. No 
song played twice. Tickets $39, and information 
available via The Grift’s website at bit.ly/GriftTHT. A 
portion of proceeds benefit the Giving Fridge and 
Middlebury Community Music Center.

“DISNEY’S DESCENDANTS: THE MUSICAL” IN 
BRISTOL. Friday, May 13, 7 p.m., Mount Abraham 
Union High School Auditorium, Airport Dr. See May 
12 listing.

SATURDAY, MAY 14
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB KAYAK/CANOE TRIP IN 
WEST HAVEN. Saturday, May 14, Lower Poultney 
River. Flatwater trip with a mild current on an 
undeveloped stream north and east of Whitehall, 
N.Y. One of the most ecologically diverse rivers 
in New England. Home to endangered fish and 
mussels, spawning habitat for Lake Champlain 
fishes, surrounded by an equally diverse landscape 
of wetlands and forests found on lands mostly 
owned by The Nature Conservancy. Depart 
Middlebury at 9:30 a.m. More info contact leader 
Barry Francis, 802-349-9206. Participants will need 
to furnish their own kayak or canoe and life jacket. 
More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

WILDLIFE WALK IN MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, May 
14, 7 a.m., Otter View Park, Weybridge St. and Pulp 
Mill Bridge Rd. Help Otter Creek Audubon and the 
Middlebury Area Land Trust survey birds and other 

    
MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY TELEVISION:

P.O. Box 785, Middlebury, Vt. 05753MCTV SCHEDULE Channels 1071 & 1091
Please see the MCTV website, www.middleburycommunitytv.org, for changes 
in the schedule; MCTV events, classes and news; and to view many programs 

online. Submit listings to the above address, or call 388-3062.

MCTV Channel 1071
Friday, May 13
Through the Night — Public Affairs
 4 a.m. Cannabis Control Board (CCB)
 6:30 a.m. Alzheimer’s in VT - Panel  
  Discussion
 7:30 a.m Congregational Church
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Church
 5:30 p.m. Energy Week
 6:30 p.m. Gov. Scott Weekly Update
Saturday, May 14
 12 a.m. Digger Debate Series - VT  
  U.S. House Candidates
 6:30 a.m. Medical Matters Weekly
 7 a.m. Alzheimer’s in VT
 8 a.m. Gov. Scott Weekly Update
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Press   
  Conferences
 3 p.m. Energy Week
 4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Service
 5:30 p.m. Eckankar
 7 p.m. Catholic Mass
 7:30 p.m. Alzheimer’s in VT
 8:30 p.m. Addiction Recovery Panel
 9:30 p.m. Digger Debate Series - 
  U.S. House 
 11:15 p.m. State House, Public Affairs

Sunday, May 15
 5 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 9 a.m. Catholic Mass
 10 a.m. Energy Week
 11 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
 3 p.m.  Alzheimer’s in VT
 4 p.m. Congregational Service
 5:30 p.m. Occupational Therapy - 
  What is it?
 6:30 p.m. Eckankar 
 7 p.m. Catholic Mass
 7:30 a.m. Migrant Justice
 8 p.m. CCB
Monday, May 16
Through the Night — Public Affairs
 7 a.m. Occupational Therapy - 
  What is it?
 9 a.m. Energy Week
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 6 p.m. Alzheimer’s in VT
 7 p.m. Green Mountain Care (GMC)  
  Board
Through the Night — Public Affairs
Tuesday, May 17
 9:30 a.m. Eckankar
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Migrant Justice
 3 p.m. Energy Week
 4 p.m. Congregational Service

 7 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
Wednesday, May 18
 7:30 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
 9:30 a.m. Catholic Mass
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 5 p.m. Energy Week
 7 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 11 p.m. State House, Public Affairs
Thursday, May 19
 5 a.m. Selectboard
 8 a.m. Congregational Service
 12 p.m. Selectboard, State House
 8 p.m. Energy Week
 9 p.m. Eckankar

MCTV Channel 1091 
Friday, May 13
 6 a.m. ACSD Board 
 8:30 a.m. HCC Board
 11 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 12 p.m. How Democracies Die -  
  Lessons from Turkey
 1:31 p.m. Senior Moments - Eric Nielson
 8 p.m. State Board of Education
Saturday, May 14
 5 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6 a.m. Wildlife Tracking

 9:15 a.m. Yoga, Kids Yoga
 11 p.m. School Board Meetings
 5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ 
 6 p.m. Wednesday Night Live - John  
  Lackard Blues Band
 8 p.m. How Democracies Die
 9:31 p.m. Wildlife Tracking
Sunday, May 15
 5 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6 a.m. Wildlife Tracking
 7:20 a.m.  How Democracies Die
 9 a.m. School Board Meetings
 3 p.m. Burlington City Arts -   
  Visualizing Ukraine
 4:04 p.m. Invasive Plants
 5:15 p.m. Visualizing Ukraine
 7:30 p.m. Senior Moments - Eric Nielson
Monday, May 16
 5 a.m. Visualizing Ukraine
 6:04 a.m. How to Plant a Tree
  with V. J. Comai
 8:15 a.m. Kids Yoga, Yoga
 10 a.m. Collegiate A Cappella   
  Competition
 12 p.m. Local School Boards
 7 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 8 p.m.  John Lackard Blues Band 
 10 p.m Wildlife Tracking

Tuesday, May 17
 4 a.m. How Democracies Die
 5:30 a.m. Invasive Plants
 6:40 a.m. Wildlife Tracking
 8 a.m. Fruit Tree Pruning Presentation
 12 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 1 p.m. School Board Meetings
 8 p.m. How Democracies Die
 9:31 p.m. John Lackard Blues Band 
 11:30 p.m. Collegiate A Cappella
Wednesday, May 18
 5 a.m. How to Plant a Tree
 7:12 a.m. Yoga
 8:30 a.m. School Board Meetings
 12 p.m. State Board of Education
 10 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 11 p.m. Invasive Plants
Thursday, May 19
 5 a.m. Spring Migratory Birds
 6 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 7 a.m. Wildlife Tracking
 8:20 a.m. Yoga
 10 a.m. State Board of Education
 5:30 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6:30 p.m. Yoga Rest & Restore
 7 p.m. School Board Meetings

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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he Vermont Sun 5K, 10K and 
Half Marathon will be held 
Sunday, May 15, at Branbury 
State Park on Lake Dunmore in 
Salisbury. The series continues 
with three Triathlon dates.

The signature Vermont Sun 
sprint triathlon will be held June 25, 
July 17, and Aug. 14. The Lake Dunmore 
Olympic distance triathlon will be held 
June 25 and Aug. 14. The sprint event 
consists of a 600-yard swim, 14-mile 
bike and 3.1-mile run. The Olympic 
distance is 1,600 swim, 28-mile bike and 
6.2 mile run.

For those that would like to paddle as 
opposed to swim, the Branbury Classic 
Triathlon on July 17 provides a course 
of a 1.5-mile paddle, 14-mile bike, and 
3.1-mile run.

The June triathlons are the USA 
Triathlon state championships. Those 
events and all the others are open to 
anyone. The short sprint races attract 
many fi rst time recreational athletes.

Each triathlon is friendly to those that 
don’t want to do all three legs as it has a 
team division. There is also an aqua bike 

option in each race where individuals 
just do the water and bike courses and 
do not run.

The events always include plenty of 
amenities like food, refreshments, 
professional photographs, water bottles, 
swim caps, chip timing, custom awards, 
race tactical t-shirts, race numbers, 
massage and more.

Complete information on entering or 
helping with the triathlons and road 
runs can be found at vermontsun.com 
or by calling 802-388-6888.

No Mow May

But cut them once they start to seed. 
Dandelions are a very important 
source of early pollen and nectar for 
bees and many other pollinators.  
Please consider pollinator pathways 
or consider select areas of your lawns 
not to mow. May is full of forage for 
pollinators, but a properly planned 
pollinator garden can be a source 
throughout the Spring, Summer 
and Fall. 

Thank you to Chaz Mraz and
 Cee Denney, Champlain Valley 

Apiaries for the information and picture.

or consider select areas of your lawns 
not to mow. May is full of forage for 
pollinators, but a properly planned 
pollinator garden can be a source 
throughout the Spring, Summer 

Thank you to Chaz Mraz and
 Cee Denney, Champlain Valley 

Apiaries for the information and picture.

But cut them once they start to seed. 

On behalf of the pollinators and 
citizens who care about them, 

please let the dandelions bloom!

Vermont Sun hosts 37th run 
and triathlon series this summer

T

SEE CALENDAR ON PAGE 11

wildlife at Otter View Park and the Hurd Grassland. Birders of 
all ages and abilities welcome. Please take common sense 
COVID-19 precautions. Stay home if you are feeling ill, and 
wear a mask if you are unvaccinated. For more information, 
call 802-388-6019.

HUMAN POWERED PARADE IN BRISTOL. Saturday, May 
14, 10 a.m.-1 p.m., Bristol recreation fi elds, Airport Dr.  Share 
human potential to activate change. What better way to 
celebrate the emergence of spring than a zany village 
parade. When we ride bikes, scooters, skateboards, walk, or 
run,  we connect with our environment in a more direct way. 
We interact with the weather, our neighbors, our own power, 
and the joy of moving freedom. Free and open to all.

“FOR HEAVEN’S SAKE” SILENT MOVIE IN BRANDON. 
Saturday, May 14, 7 p.m., Brandon town Hall, 1 Conant Square. 
This classic Harold Lloyd comedy kicks off  the 2022 Brandon 
Town Hall silent fi lm series. Lloyd plays a wealthy young man 
smitten with the daughter of an impoverished clergyman 
who ministers to the urban poor. Live music for each 
silent fi lm program will be provided by Jeff  Rapsis, a New 
Hampshire-based performer and composer who specializes 
in scoring and presenting silent fi lms. Admission is free; 
donations are welcome to help support ongoing Town Hall 
renovation eff orts.

THE GRIFT: G23 IN MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, May 14, 7 p.m., 
Town Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. See May 13 listing.

SUNDAY, MAY 15
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN HUNTINGTON. Sunday, 
May 15, Burnt Rock Mountain via Long Trail. Strenuous 
out and back 10-mile hike. Spectacular views in nearly 
every direction, per the Long Trail Guide. Elevation gain of 
approximately 2,000 feet. Plan for rock scrambles and rough 
terrain. More info contact leader Ellen Cronan, 908-595-
2926. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

GREEN MOUNTAIN BICYCLE CLUB KINGSLAND BAY 
RIDE. Sunday, May 15, 9:15 a.m., meet at Shelburne 
Village Shopping Center. The 35-mile (E/M) ride rolls 
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My Side Of the Bed: New work by Sarah King on view 
at Northern Daughters Gallery in Vergennes

Northern Daughters Gallery on Main Street in 
Vergennes, opened a solo exhibit from artist 
Sarah King at the beginning of the month. King 
has created a body of work depicting moments 
of motherhood during quarantine for this show. 
Between the bathroom and the bedroom, King 

illustrates moments familiar for anyone who 
has intimately cared for young children. The 
composition of King’s paintings often centers her 
perspective, allowing the viewer to see directly 
from her vantage point.

“Motherhood has been both the greatest 
transition and biggest challenge I have ever 
faced,” King explained. “My entire identity, 
day-to-day life and art has all gone through an 
incredible transformation. I believe that there are 
many misconceptions about motherhood.” 

What King presents in her work are honest and 
iconic moments of early parenthood. The viewer 
is allowed the space to reflect on them through 
their own personal lens. At a closer look, some 
of King’s titles give a more nuanced tone to all 
feelings that can coexist in these most intimate 
and often humbling moments. King does not try 
to color your perception of motherhood and she 
doesn’t romanticize it either.

“I wanted my work to document both the 
beauty and the challenges faced by me, 
and other mothers” the artist continued. 
“These moments are often unspoken and 

undocumented and yet they are what we 
encounter as mothers daily. Going to the 
bathroom, bathing, sleeping (or not), our 
relationship with our partner, are all important 
daily challenges we face. Recently, with the 
ongoing pandemic, motherhood has magnified 
my feelings of love, joy, anxiety, fear, guilt, 
claustrophobia and isolation. Navigating this 
experience while parenting has brought an 
added intensity to these pieces. This body of 
work is a result of my reckoning with this lens, 
as I deal with my new life postpartum all while 
parenting through Covid.”

King also mentioned that being an artist and 
a mother can be viewed professionally in 

exhibitsmore
Sparrow Art Supply announces 
its next show ‘Sense of Relief’ 
opening May 13 in Middlebury

Sparrow Art Supply will host the 
new exhibition “Sense of Relief” 
starting with an opening reception 
on Friday, May 13. In this show you’ll 
find 2D prints, book arts, mixed 
media, and more. With work by 

over 20 artists, this show spans all subject 
matters unified by this incredible printing 
process. The exhibit will run from May 13-
July 10. Friday’s opening reception will be 
hosted at the Middlebury art supply store 
at 52 Main Street from 4-7 p.m.

ARTO N  E X H I B I T

Capital City Concerts ends season with Bach performance

If you happen to be traveling north, go catch 
Capital City Concerts’ final show of the 2021-
2022 season. On Saturday, May 21, the large 
ensemble will perform “Oh, for the Love of 
Bach,” at 7:30 p.m., at the Bethany United 
Church of Christ in Montpelier.

The performance will include a small 
orchestra performing J.S. Bach’s Brandenburg 
Concerto #5 in D major, BWV 1050, as well as 
the Sonata in G major for cello and piano, BWV 
1027, and a number of arias featuring soprano 
Hyunah Yu, a protege of the late Blanche 
Honegger Moyse. Yu is known internationally 
for her tender and unerringly appropriate 
interpretations of Bach.

The instrumentalists are favorite musicians 
at Capital City Concerts and include cellist 
Edward Arron, bassist Lou Kosma, pianist 
Jeewon Park, violinists Theodore Arm and 
Mary Gibson, violist Stefanie Taylor, and flutist 
Karen Kevra, who is the founder and Artistic 
Director of Capital City Concerts.

“We missed the concerts terribly when the 
pandemic forced us to shut down, but none 
more than our annual Bach concerts,” explained 
Kevra, who lives in Cornwall. “Audience 
members wrote to me to say they were yearning 
to hear Bach. So Bach is back. I chose pieces in 
which Bach’s depth of emotion and the theme 

MUSIC

Theodore Arm, Hyunah Yu, Karen Kevra, Jeewon Park 
and Edward Arron will perform in the Capitol City 
Concerts’ final performance of the season on May 21 
at the Bethany United Church of Christ in Montpelier. 
Can’t attend the live performance, see it online 
beginning May 28. 

“Waiting for the Trash Truck” by  Sarah King. SEE KING ON PAGE 15

SEE MUSIC ON PAGE 14
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o you spend a lot of effort to get rid 
of the moss you find in your lawn? 
Knowing the benefits of moss may 
convince you otherwise.

Mosses belong to the bryophyte 
group of the plant kingdom. At 450 
million years old, they are the oldest 

recorded living 
plants on earth and 
are found on every 
continent.

Mosses differ from the usual flowering plants. 
While they have stems and leaves, they 
lack roots, flowers or seeds. Instead of roots, 
mosses have rhizoids, whose only function 
is to anchor the plant to a substrate. In place 
of flowers, they have sporophytes, which are 
small stalks ending in tiny pods filled with 
spores, not seeds.

Mosses reproduce naturally through spores 
dispersed by the wind but also can be 
reproduced manually by transplanting. 

Incredibly hardy, mosses survive harsh 
conditions including fires, intense winds and 
very cold temperatures. They thrive under 
blankets of snow.

Mosses get all their nutrients from air and 
water through their leaves, so don’t need 
fertilizers. Moss leaves absorb ample amounts 
of water that they slowly release into the 
ground and air. In addition, their anchoring 
rhizoids tether them to surfaces preventing 

them from washing away, ideal for erosion 
control.

Like all plants, its plant tissues store carbon, 
which helps reduce carbon dioxide in the air. 
As moss does not grow in areas with high air 
pollution, it’s a good indicator of air quality.

Moss offers a healthy habitat for wildlife. 
Many beneficial insects live inside or under 
moss, providing a source of food for many 
amphibians, reptiles and birds. Some birds use 
moss to build soft nests for their hatchlings. 
Another interesting benefit is that moss offers 
an ideal moist breeding site for the fireflies that 
enchant our summer nights with twinkles.

Mosses grow in all soil types in shade, partial 
shade and sun. Sun-tolerant moss can grow 
in alkaline soil with a pH above 7.0 while most 
mosses found in dense shade prefer an acidic 
soil pH between 5.0 and 5.5.

Growing moss is likely to transform a 
neglected damp, shady area into a charming 
element in your landscape.

You will need to source moss that grows in 
a similar light condition and soil type as your 
target area. You can purchase it, or better 
yet, find local naturally occurring moss to 
transplant from your own yard or from a 
friend’s property.

First, check your soil pH to determine whether 
it needs to be adjusted. If needed, acidify 
the soil by spreading some elemental sulfur 

(according to packaging instructions) before 
planting.

Clear the area of weeds and debris. Compact 
the soil by using a tamper or by walking over 
it. Then, lightly etch the compacted soil with a 
cultivator or tine hoe.

With a flat tool, such as an old kitchen spatula 
or masonry trowel, scoop up sections of 
existing moss with enough soil to protect the 
rhizoids. Tear sections into pieces, spread 
these evenly over the prepared area and press 
into the soil. Limit traffic for a year and keep 
the area moist with regular watering until the 
moss takes hold.

Don’t let this initial watering chore deter you 
from growing moss. Once established, moss 
can tolerate drought.

Moss is relatively low maintenance. No 
mowing, aerating or fertilizing is required. You 
only need to weed and keep clean of debris. 
Just pull a weed, pat down the surface and 
place a piece of moss over the bare spot. 
Hand pick litter or use a leaf blower on a low 
setting to scatter dead leaves away.

While softening your carbon footprint, you can 
upholster your problem site with a lush natural 
velvet.

GARDENER
A S K  A  M A S T E R

W H Y  Y O U  S H O U L D  E M B R A C E  M O S S

Nadie VanZandt is a 
UVM Extension Master 
Gardener from Panton.

Mosses will grow in all soil types and light conditions and once established in the landscape will require minimum 
maintenance.  PHOTO / NADIE VANZANDT

NADIE
 VANZANDT

BY

D

PLANT  
YOURSELF 

HERE.
Reach readers who 
are interested in all 

things gardening and 
advertise on this page. 

Contact us today.

A D S @ A D D I S O N I N D E P E N D E N T.C O M
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ACROSS
 1. Amounts of time
 5. A ship’s place at a 
wharf
10. Point a fi nger at
12. Large, burrowing 
rodent
14. Raises the stakes
16. Measure of 
illumination
18. Cast out
19. One who is staid
20. A word used for 
emphasis
22. Military missions
23. Wet with rain
25. Selling at specially 
reduced prices
26. Word element 
meaning ear
27. __ student,
28. Blood relation
30. Make into leather

31. One billionth of a 
second (abbr.)
33. Containing salt
35. A seat
37. A type of fi ne 
pottery
38. You’re caught red-
__!
40. “Heat” director 
Michael
41. Expression of 
creative skill
42. Title of respect
44. Crony
45. Payroll experts
48. Actress Remini
50. Famed consumer 
advocate
52. Indigenous Thai 
person
53. Fitzgerald and 
Baker are two
55. Cooking tool

56. Decorate a cake 
with frosting
57. The seventh note 
of a major scale
58. Transfer from 
private to state 
ownership
63. A set of fi ve
65. Removes
66. Foolish persons
67. Lower parts of a 
wall

DOWN
 1. Old EU money
 2. Some put it on 
steak
 3. Sign language
 4. Sowed on the 
ground
 5. Tags
 6. Everyone has one
 7. Arguments

Sudoku
Each Sudoku puzzle 
consists of a 9x9 
grid that has been 
subdivided into nine 
smaller grids of 3x3 
squares. To solve 
the puzzle each row, 
column and box must 
contain each of the 
numbers 1 to 9. Puzzles 
come in three grades: 
easy, medium and 
diffi  cult. 

Level: Medium

This week’s puzzle solutions can be found on Page 13.

 8. N. African capital
 9. Midgame (abbr.)
10. Change as needed
11. Functioning as a 
consonant
13. An island in the 
north Atlantic
15. Carpenter’s tool
17. Small football 
player
18. Ghosts say it
21. Explain through 
logic
23. Having ten
24. Criticize
27. Arms of the sea

29. Belonging to a 
bottom layer
32. __ Caesar, 
comedian
34. Licensed health 
care pro (abbr.)
35. Swiss cottage
36. Cleft lip
39. Loud, unpleasant 
noise
40. Disfi gure
43. Kayakers traverse 
them
44. Authored
46. Small freshwater 
fi shes

47. Macabre poet
49. Carthaginian 
statesman
51. Principle 
underlying the 
universe
54. Common Japanese 
surname
59. The bill in a 
restaurant
60. Small constellation
61. Chap
62. Equal
64. One quintillion 
bytes (abbr.)

s p o n s o r e d  byPuzzlesPuzzles
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PETS IN NEED
HOMEWARD BOUND
Addison County’s Humane Society

Call or check our website.
We may have a pet for you.

802-388-1100 | HomewardBoundAnimals.org
236 Boardman Street | Middlebury, VT

Dozer is a playful 2-year-old, 60-pound 
pup who needs an adult-only home.  He 
is human-friendly, but dog selective.  He 
is an extremely strong dog and pulls 
on leash so his new owner needs to be 
physically able to handle him until he gets 
more leash and basic commands training.  
Dozer is housetrained.

Missy is a young hound mix that her 
current caretakers took in to provide 
her with some stability after her original 
owner was no longer able to care for 
her.  She was in several other homes 
before and desperately needed routine 
and a calm atmosphere. Missy’s anxiety 
level was high after having so many 
changes in a short period of time, which 
resulted in a lot of barking. She has 

calmed down considerably in her current placement and the company of another 
dog seems to help. Missy seems tolerant of kids and cats.  She is a very strong 
dog and will pull hard when she sees something that interests her hound nose. She 
needs someone who is physically capable of controlling her until she has training 
to help her understand appropriate manners and boundaries. Missy is part of a 3rd

party adoption and is not at the shelter. For questions regarding Missy, please call 
Melody at 802-310-2662 or 802-989-3563.

Skippy is a 2-year-old, 70-pound hound mix who is 
carrying a little extra winter weight.  He pulls hard 
on the leash when first starting out on his walks 
because he is so excited to be going and doing. 
He needs a strong person for walks or a fenced-in 
yard where he can bounce off some of his energy. 
Continued leash training would be beneficial. 
Skippy has a strong prey drive for cats and birds 
and does well with other socialized dogs. Kids in 
his family should be 10 or over and respectful of 
his food space. Skippy loves to get belly rubs and 
have long play sessions. He is still a young dog 
and needs as much exercise and play as someone is willing to do with him.   

Dolly is a 16-year-old very chatty lady 
who yells at you for attention! She is 
very affectionate and loves her food. 
Dolly is on a low-cost medication for 
hyperthyroidism that she eats in her 
wet food twice a day. She has lived 
with other cats but she doesn’t like 
to be bothered too much by them. 
Dolly is considered a special needs 
pet because of her daily medication 
needs so her adoption fee would be 
on a donation basis.

Jack is a hefty 10-year-old guy who is in love 
with his stuffed rabbit. He has had it since he was 
a kitten and it has become his surrogate mother. 
He also loves people and enjoys attention and 
affection. Jack has had one eye removed due to 
glaucoma and has fully recovered. He is playful 
at night when we aren’t looking and he loves to 
roll on his back with some catnip. Jack enjoys 
being brushed and petted but would like all the 

attention to 
himself in a 
home with his bunny and no other pets.

Vermont is a 6-year-old female with a 
sweet and docile nature who would do best 
in a relaxed, quiet home. She is currently in 
foster care lounging with her feline friends 
while awaiting a home of her own.

Proud to help you provide quality care for all of your pets,
we know your animal companions are a central part of your life! 

PET FOOD
Quality Brands Including:

ASK ABOUT OURPet Food ClubEarn rewards for your purchases!

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
338 Exchange Street, Middlebury

388-4937 • www.MiddleburyAgway.com
Mon - Fri 8-6 • Sat 8-5 • Sundays 9-4

Open 
7 days

Join our email list
 for preferred

customer savings!

TOYS &
TREATS

SELF SERVEAccessories
 & Grooming 

Supplies
Leashes • Harnesses 
Collars • Clothing 

Food Dishes 
Storage Bins 

 Beds & Baskets
Brushes, shampoos, skin treatment, ointments to keep your

pets’ coats healthy and problem free!
Kennels, Dog Houses & Carrying Cases
Come in and check the variety we have in stock!

   Large & Small Animal Products
    • Feed • Supplements • Training & Grooming Supplies
    • Cages, Foods, Treats & Bedding 
    • Bird food, toys and cages
    • Basics for fish, too!

Everything you need for pet support!

Feeders,
 Seed & Suet, 

Houses & 
Accessories.

Wild Bird 
Supplies

YOUR YARD, GARDEN AND PET PLACE™   •  www.middleburyagway.com

Think of Agway when you think of your pets!

from Shelburne through Charlotte to 
Kingsland Bay Park and back. The 51-
mile (M) ride heads towards Vergennes 
and climbs to Monkton Ridge, returning 
through Hinesburg and a 65-mile (M/S) 
option heads into Huntington but will not 
have a leader. More info contact leader: 
Brian Howard at 802-304-0610, co-leader 
Mark Dupuis at 802-864-5567, or social ride 
leader Donna Leban at 802-862-1901.

TUESDAY, MAY 17
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN 
BRISTOL. Tuesday, May 17, 
1 p.m., Bristol Trail Network. 
Plan for 2.5-3 hours for 
3.4-mile section around 
Bristol’s historic areas. Total 
elevation gain is under 100 
feet. Excellent options for 
snacks/lunch in Bristol 
before or afterward. Boots 
and poles suggested. More 
info contact Porter Knight 
at knight@gmavt.net or 
802-343-3920. More at 
gmcbreadloaf.org.

FRIDAY, 
MAY 20
“FRESH AIR HISTORY” IN 
ROCHESTER.  Friday, May 
20, 6:30 p.m., Rochester 
town park. Presented by the 
White River Valley Players, 
fi ve 10-minute plays based 
on local and Vermont 
history, presented outdoors 
on the park in Rochester 
village.  Rain or shine. Fee 
admission. Bring a chair or 
blanket to sit on. Friday, May 
20 at 6:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, 
MAY 21
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
HIKE IN BRISTOL. Saturday, 
May 21, 9 a.m., Bristol Trail 
Network. Plan for 2.5-3 
hours for 3.4-mile section 
around Bristol’s historic 
areas. Total elevation gain 
is under 100 feet. Excellent 

options for snacks/lunch in Bristol before 
or afterward. Boots and poles suggested. 
More info contact Porter Knight at knight@
gmavt.net or 802-343-3920. More at 
gmcbreadloaf.org.

“FRESH AIR HISTORY” IN ROCHESTER. 
Saturday, May 21, 4 and 6:30 p.m. See May 
20 listing.

SUNDAY, MAY 22
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB TRAIL WORK 
IN RIPTON. Sunday, May 22, Middlebury 
Gap to Sucker Brook Trailhead with a car 
spot. Plan a full day for a strenuous hike of 
about 6 miles with trail clearing as we go 
along. Contact leader for more information, 
Ellen Cronan, 908-595-2926. More at 
gmcbreadloaf.org.

CALENDAR
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7
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Sited on a charming spot of land and convenient to all that downtown 
Middlebury has to off er, this beautifully renovated and expanded 1960 
Cape has three bedrooms and is just under 2,000 sq. ft. The covered front 
porch off ers shaded respite. Open the screened French doors into the living 
space, as well as the door to the back deck across the room, to capture the 
soft summer evening breezes. Throughout the entire home you’ll fi nd an 
abundance of natural light, gleaming wood fl oors, soft white walls and clean 
lines. An updated kitchen is highlighted by granite countertops. A new picture 

window in the primary bedroom frames a serene 
view across a private backyard and the fi elds and 
mountains beyond. 

103 SEMINARY STREET EXTENSION, MIDDLEBURY

A LOOK INSIDE ADDISON COUNTY HOMES FOR SALE

Form meets function in upgraded cape

$420,000

This week’s property is managed by IPJ Real Estate. 
More info at middvermontrealestate.com.

Contact info@ipjrealestate.com or 802-388-4242.
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WALLACE REALTY
48 Mountain Terrace

Bristol, VT 05443
PH 802-453-4670 • FAX 802-453-5898

Visit our websites at:
www.wallacere.com

www.greenbuiltvermont.com

Please call Kelly, Claire, or Tom

EQUAL 
HOUSING  
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 as amended 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons receiving 
public assistance, or an intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will not  knowingly 
accept any advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of discrimination, call 
HUD Toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.

nbmvt.com • 1-877-508-8455 
Bank NMLS #403372

Make the dream of home ownership a reality. 
We can help. Contact us today or apply online.
Sharon Brown | Community Lender | NMLS #491713

Email Christy to fi nd out how. Christy@addisonindependent.com
Add your piece! Add your piece! Be the next sponsor of the puzzle page.

s o l u t i o n s May 12, 2022

Puzzle
Christy@addisonindependent.com

Be the next sponsor of the puzzle page.

May 12, 2022

PuzzlePuzzle

estate
real

Spring into the market!
Contact us today to advertise on our 

weekly real estate pages.
ads@addisonindependent.com
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ipjrealestate.com
34 Main Street, downtown Middlebury

info@ipjrealestate.com  |  802.388.4242

RIPTON
1233 ROUTE 125
MLS #4881064 | $949,000
11 BD | 11 BA | 5258 SF | 5.90 ACRES

This is your opportunity to buy an 
historic Vermont Inn and continue 
the business or make it into your 
family home or multi-family getaway! 
Built in1828 by Daniel Chipman, a 
U.S. Representative from VT, founder 
and professor of law at Middlebury 
College, the original farmhouse 
began operating as an inn and 
public dining room in 1974. Nine 
guest rooms with baths, owner’s 
quarters with bath, handsome bar, 
commercial kitchen with walk-in. Fully 
renovated east wing. Post and beam 
barn. Only 7 miles to Middlebury and 
just down the road from Rikert and 
the Snow Bowl. Lovingly maintained 
by its current owner, it is time for this 
inn to enter a new chapter.

NEW HAVEN  NEW LISTING!
4003 RIVER ROAD
MLS #4908700 | $389,000
4 BD | 2 BA | 1980 SF | 3.40 ACRES

Quaint and classic—this post and 
beam farmhouse has been a solid 
home for many years and now it’s 
your turn to call this place home! 
Charming details and plenty 
of space inside. Recent utilities 
upgrades include a new oil tank, 
new hot water heater and new 
electric box. Outside you’ll fi nd 
just under 3.5 acres ready for your 
homesteading dreams. You’ve got 
a good start, with berry bushes, 
rhubarb, and hundreds of feet of 
frontage on the New Haven River 
across the street. Storage shed for 
your water toys on the river side 
and a two car garage adjacent 
to the home. 

Poet to read new 
work in Brandon

n Friday, May 7, from 
7-8:30 p.m., The 
Compass Music and 
Arts Center, Park 
Village in Brandon will 
present an evening 
with acclaimed poet 
Paul Christensen. This 

poetry reading is part of the schedule 
of events planned throughout the 
showing of the art installation by Fran 
Bull and partner Robert Black, titled 
“WE’RE ALL AT A PARTY CALLED LIFE 
ON EARTH!” Christensen will read some of his new poems 
and essays, adding a further dimension to the installation, 
which explores the theme of human connectedness.

“The pattern of my life is no more than a crazy quilt,” Christensen 
explained. “I have always had the desire to illuminate something 
as complex as American experience.  Others have done it 
better, with more tools at hand, but I believe my life has not 
been wasted trying to turn ink into ideas.”

Christensen is a critic of poetry in the United States and has 
been writing remarkable poems for more than 30 years. He is 
the author of many books of poetry including “Hard Country” 
and “The Human Condition,” two studies of modern American 
poets, and several memoirs about his life in Texas and in 
southern France. He’s also written several hundred essays and 
blogs, and short stories. He was an NEA fellow in poetry, twice 
a Senior Fulbright lecturer (Austria and Norway) and for many 
years a teacher of creative writing and contemporary literature 
at Texas A&M University. Christensen now lives in Brandon 
and spends summers in Southern France.

Tickets for the evening with Christensen are $10, or $5 for 
students. Call Edna Sutton for more info or to register at 802-
247-4295 or email edna@brandon-music.net.

O
PAUL CHRISTENSEN 

MUSIC
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

of love really come across. 
Even the Brandenburg 
Concerto #5 fits — the 
slow movement is entitled 
“Affetuoso” or “with affection.”

“Aus Liebe” (“Out of Love”) is 
the extraordinary aria from 
the Saint Matthew Passion 

in which the virgin Mary sings “Out of love my Saviour is willing 
to die.” “Schlummert ein” is a dark and paradisal lullaby from 
Bach’s Ich Habe Genug cantata. Bach endured the deaths of six 
children, including a 6-month-old son before writing this cantata.

Tickets to hear the concert live ($15-$25) are available at 
capitalcityconcerts.org, and at the door on the day of the 
performance while they last. Remote tickets (pay-as-you-can) 
start at $10 and enable you to watch on-demand beginning 
the weekend of May 28. Information including programs, 
bios, and the latest updates of possible Covid protocols are 
available at capitalcityconcerts.org.
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 Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Vermont Realty Group

32 Merchants Row, Middlebury, VT
802-388-9836  •  www.vtregroup.com

Your Forever Realtors, Building Relationships One Home at a Time!

NEWNEW
LISTINGLISTING

BRISTOL, VT MLS#4908258 $245,000
This three-unit building has a solid rental history. It’s a great location for tenants, 
with Bristol Village and its shops and restaurants just up the hill. There are two 2 BDR 
apartments and one 3 BDR apartment. Fully leased--come take a look!

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Vermont Realty Group 

BRISTOL, VT MLS#4908259 $145,000
This duplex--each unit with 2 BDR and a full bath--has had some recent 
improvements. New water heaters, new windows on the second floor, newer flooring, 
and new supports for the stairs. It’s just a quick trip into beautiful Bristol and its 
wonderful shops and eateries. 

MIDDLEBURY, VT MLS#4908249 $370,000
This 3 BDR, 2 BA raised ranch includes a light-filled living room that leads to a large 
eat-in kitchen with island. The primary bedroom is nicely separated from the two 
additional bedrooms. The large lot has a yard with plenty of room for play, pets, and 
gardens, as well as a path leading into a wooded area.

BACK ROW L-R:
Sue Mackey, Nikhil Plouffe, Amy Young, Liz Marino, Sam Ryan, Deb Hillman

FRONT ROW L-R:
Neil Mackey, Jan Bark, Lisa Sargent, Mandy Hodson, Mascot: Josie

MISSING FROM PHOTO: Jeff Olson and George Brewer

“Into the Screen: Digital 
Art from teamLab.” This 
exhibition highlights a 
singular immersive digital 
experience by teamLab 
and the traditional 17th- to 
20th-century screens and 
prints that inspired it. On 
view Jan. 28-Aug. 7.

NORTHERN DAUGHTERS FINE ART GALLERY
221 Main Street, Vergennes — by appointment only.
Visit northerndaughters.com or call 802-877-2173 for more 
info.

“My Side Of the Bed” features a solo exhibit from artist 
Sarah King. King has created a body of work depicting 
moments of motherhood during quarantine for this show. 
The exhibit will be on view through June 15 with open hours 
beginning May 20, from 11 a.m.-6 p.m., and Fridays 10 a.m.-4 
p.m.

SPARROW ART SUPPLY
52 Main Street, Middlebury. 
Visit sparrowartsupply.com for more info. 

“Sense of Relief,” a new group exhibit celebrates the art of 
relief printing. In this show you’ll fi nd 2D prints, book arts, 
mixed media, and more. With work by over 20 artists, this 
show spans all subject matters unifi ed by this incredible 
printing process. The exhibit will run from May 13-July 10, 
with an opening reception on Friday, May 13, from 4-7 p.m., 
open to the public and family friendly.

EXHIBITS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

KING
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

confl ict with one another. The artist 
refl ected that a famous painter once told 
her becoming a mother would cause her 
to become a “Sunday painter.” And yet in 
2021, the labor force participation rate for 
mothers with children under 18 was 71.3%.

“King choosing to center her family as 
the subject matter is an apt retorte to the 
idea that motherhood would dampen her 
capacity to be a ‘serious’ artist, or pursue 
any other profession for that matter,” said 
gallerist Sophie Pickens. 

“My hope for mothers is that they can 
participate in the world however they 
desire,” gallerist Justine Jackson added. 
“I think opening up the conversation and 

diversifying the language used to address 
the full experience of being a mother and/
or a primary caregiver in the U.S. is pivotal 
in creating a reality where the pathways are 
infi nite. King provides us with an entry point 
to this project with these honest works.”

ABOUT SARAH KING
Sarah King is a painter, illustrator and 
teacher who lives and works in Stamford, 
Conn. She has a MALS in Children’s Book 
Illustration from Hollins University and an 
MFA from The New York Studio School. 
She is also a member of the Society of 
Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators. 
Painted Bear Studios LLC was established 
in 2011 and serves as a platform for her to 
pursue all of her creative endeavors.

“My Side of the Bed” will be on view at 
the Vergennes through June 15 with open 
hours beginning May 20, from 11 a.m.-6 
p.m., and Fridays 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

For more info contact info@
northerndaughters.com or 802-877-2173.
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SummerSummer
MarketMarket

middmidd 

Beginning May 19thBeginning May 19th

Featuring:
Live Music 
Artisans
Makers 

Growers 
Producers

Prepared Food
+ More 

Every Thursday 
evening 3-7pm 
in Downtown 

Middlebury

Still accepting 
vendors through 

October 6th!

Vendor application and details at ExperienceMiddlebury.com

with live music by Atom and the Orbitswith live music by Atom and the Orbits
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Bluebells are a classic spring flower.

This image was made by Dick Conrad.
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WE WON’T JUDGE!

MON-FRI 8-5, SAT 8-12 OR BY APPOINTMENT | 18 CREEK RD | MIDDLEBURY, VT | (802) 458-8999  

BradfordKitchenAndBath.com

ASK US ABOUT OUR IN-HOUSE FINANCING.

• KITCHEN AND BATH DESIGN
• INSTALLATION

• TUBS, TOILETS, FAUCETS, ETC
• PROJECT MANAGEMENT

• CABINETRY & COUNTERTOPS
• HARDWARE & MORE!

te  us what y�  need

and � ’  make it happen.

OUR EXPERT TEAM IS 
READY TO ASSIST YOU 
WITH A PERSONALIZED 
CONSULTATION. COME 
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 
AND TELL US ABOUT 
YOUR DREAM SPACE — 
WE’RE HERE TO MAKE 
YOUR DREAMS A REALITY!
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By JUDITH IRVEN
Our greenhouse is much more 

than a collection of pretty plants. It 
is a magical space where, even in 
the depths of winter, we retreat to be 
immersed in the soothing presence 
of growing things.

Surrounded by four walls and full 
of greenery, it is a green room in the 
truest sense of the term. 

Our green room is designed to 
be congenial for both people and 
plants. As such it meets two very 
different sets of needs:

People needs: an aesthetically 
pleasing living space where one can 
read a good book, sit and chat, or 
comfortably minister to the needs of 
the plants.

Plants needs: appropriate 
amounts of light, water and nutrients 
in a frost-free and predominately 
pest-free environment.

Dick and I started our Vermont 
lives in Goshen with an all-glass 
aluminum-framed greenhouse and, 
over time, discovered it leaked heat 
like a sieve.

So in 2009 we bit the bullet and 
decided to replace it with a new, 

wood-framed, more heat-retentive 
structure, while using the old 
foundation wall.

And for this we turned to Dennis 
Bates of Vermont 
Sun Structures. His 
beautifully hand-crafted 
structures are a pleasure 
to behold, and we were 
attracted to his unique 
design, optimized for our 
latitude, that maximizes 
winter heat efficiency 
while minimizing 
summer heat build-up. 
Unlike a conventional 
greenhouse with an all-
glass roof, Dennis uses 
glass in just the lower 
half of the roof.

In the winter months 
the sun is low in the 
sky and, even with a 
half-glass roof, sunlight 
reaches all the way to 
the north wall of our 
greenhouse. This captures the 
maximum light, which is good for 
winter plant growth and provides 
desirable solar heating.

By contrast, in summer the sun is 
much higher in the sky, and the solid 
portion of the roof shades the entire 
back half of the greenhouse, which 

reduces unwanted solar 
heating.

Orientation matters
The long front wall 

and angled roof of 
our greenhouse face 
due south, which is 
the ideal orientation 
to make the most of 
the weak winter sun. 
And indeed on sunny 
days, even when the 
temperature outside is 
down around -10°F, the 
temperature inside the 
greenhouse will climb a 
very comfortable 70°F, 
making it the perfect 
space for reading the 
newspaper or sipping 
tea.

Spatial design
Designing an indoor garden room 

is not so different from designing 
a multi-use outdoor garden space, 
like a patio or an entrance garden.

Consider both form and function.
Our greenhouse measures just 18 

feet long and 10 feet deep. Space 
is at a premium and we share very 
close quarters with our plants.

So when it comes to spatial 
lay-out, every inch counts, and 
it is really helpful to use a scale 
drawing that shows how everything 
will relate to everything else on the 
ground.

In the early days with our old 
greenhouse I must confess to a 
strictly rectilinear layout. Then 
one day it hit me. This was neither 
visually attractive, nor was it 
particularly efficient.

So, like any garden designer, 
I grabbed a piece of paper and 
drew up a base plan of the whole 
space, showing everything that 
was immutable. Then, just as 
with an outdoor design, I set 
about experimenting with concept 
sketches to find a layout that would 
be both functional and aesthetically 
pleasing.

I was delighted with the resulting 
design, which I immediately 
implemented in the old greenhouse. 

JUDITH’S GREENHOUSE, BUILT by Vermont Sun Structures, with ceiling windows on just the lower portion of the roof, allows midwinter sun to reach the back wall, while shading more sun in the summer months.
Photos by Dick Conrad

Then, since the new greenhouse 
used the identical dimensions, it 
made perfect sense to carry over 
most of the basic design too.

The design starts with the people 
spaces:

The entrance: a pair of sliding 
glass doors in the left half of the rear 
(north) wall.

A sitting space: two chairs and 
a small table along the right half of 
the rear wall.

The floor: pavers set in a 
herringbone pattern that permits 
drainage.

A workspace: a small potting 
table and shelves above, in the 
northwest corner.

A curved path: unencumbered 
floor space linking the door and the 
sitting space.

An exit to the outside: a glass 
door set into the east wall.

Planning makes a greenhouse work
Master gardener finds the secret to a successful green room in her Goshen home

(See Greenhouse, Page 15C)

THE AUTHOR TENDS to one of her favorite camellias inside the 
greenhouse in their Goshen home that stays relatively warm even on 
cold winter days. 

Photo by Dick Conrad

In the winter 
months the sun 

is low in the sky 
and, even with 
a half-glass roof, 
sunlight reaches 
all the way to 
the north wall of 
our greenhouse. 
This captures 
the maximum 
light, which is 
good for winter 
plant growth 
and provides 
desirable solar 
heating.

Treat your deck right…
 so you can enjoy it  

all summer long! 
 

We’ve got all the best brands to 
meet your exterior staining needs! 

16 Creek Road, Middlebury • 802-388-6054
M-F 7:15 - 5:30, Sat. 8 - 3 • www.countrysidecarpetandpaint.com

Transparent  Stains
Semi-Transparent Stains

Semi- Solid Stains
Solid Stains

&  More!

MAKE YOUR HOME
BLOOMING BEAUTIFUL

Our Greenhouse Flourishes with
NEW ARRIVALS DAILY
Large variety 

of annual 
flower and 
vegetable 

plants & herbs.

Huge selection of healthy 
nursery stock 

Shrubs • Perennials • 
Roses

Yard & Yard & GardenGarden
Bulk Mulches Pine, Natural Cedar & Hemlock

Bulk Compost & Top Soil
          Delivery available on all bagged and bulk products.

Buy bulk 
and Save!

Bagged Mulch & Soils

YOUR YARD, GARDEN and PET PLACE™  www.MiddleburyAgway.com

     MIDDLEBURY AGWAY FARM & GARDEN
338 Exchange St., Middlebury, VT • 802-388-4937

Monday - Friday 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4 

• Concrete Pavers • Edging • Step Stones • 
Wall Stones • Natural Field Stones • Slate

for patios, edging and stone walls!
Open 7

days a week

 Weber Grills are here!
Many Weber Gas & Charcoal Models 

Available in Colors!  
Also Available with Stainless

Steel Upgrades.
FREE assembly and

FREE propane fill up makes
Agway the best deal on Weber

 you’ll find anywhere!

Middlebury Agway Coupon

NURSERY CUSTOMER BUCKS
o $5 off          o $15 off          o $25 off
any $50 Nursery 

Purchase

The more you buy,
 the more you save!

any $100 Nursery 
Purchase

any $150 Nursery 
Purchase

Combined nursery purchases include Trees, Shrubs, Annuals, Herbs, Perennials
Cannot be combined with any other sale or offer.

One coupon per visit. Valid at Middlebury Agway only. Valid now through 5/31/22

2020%%offoff
CLOTHING PURCHASE

Carhartt makes great  cothing for all seasons!  
Pants, Jeans, shorts, T’s, overalls, hats and much more!

SUMMER CLOTHING FOR MEN, WOMEN & CHILDREN
Middlebury Agway Coupon

Valid now
through 5/31/22

FREE Propane
fill up w/gas grill 

purchase

Cannot be combined with any other sale or offer.
Coupon good for in-stock items only and while supplies last.

Our beautiful  SELF-SERVICE Dog 
Wash is OPEN EVERYDAY!

We also make PET I.D. TAGS
Custom engraved while you wait. Choose from a variety of styles. 

Washing your pet has never been easier!
Enjoy the pleasant atmosphere in our beautiful spa-like space.

PET SERVICES

Beautiful brass Equine & Stable Plates, too.

PET FOOD
Wide variety of premium, quality brands.

 Join our Pet Club and earn rewards for your purchases.
Toys & treats, accessories, grooming 
& supplies.  Plus, products for birds 

and small animals.
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As spring blooms and millions 
of trees across the country turn 
from bare to budding, most 

Arborist leads women into trees
Lincoln specialist 
shows skills on TV

people focus on the promise of 
warmer days, rather than the 
spectacular show transpiring in the 
tree tops.

But not Lincoln arborist Bear 
LeVangie. 

LeVangie has made it her life’s 

LINCOLN’S BEAR LEVANGIE will demonstrate proper tree 
climbing for arborists in a show to be broadcast May 14 on WCAX-
TV. LeVangie is a founder of the Women’s Tree Climbing Workshop 
organization.

work to study trees and be a 
proud steward of their health and 
longevity in her own Lincoln 
community and beyond. 

“If you are breathing, then 
thank a tree,” LeVangie said. 
“Quite simply, without trees, 
humans cannot live on this 
planet.”

Always happiest playing 
outdoors while growing up in 
Barre, Mass., Bear and twin 
sister Melissa both discovered 
their dream jobs were in 
arboriculture. But after realizing 
that training opportunities for 
female arborists were far and 
few, they founded the Women’s 
Tree Climbing Workshop, or 
WTCW, a national female-
led organization dedicated to 
creating a safe and empowering 
learning environment for women 
to climb trees. To date, the 
organization has taught more 
than 700 women how a climbing 
arborist works, safe climbing 
techniques and responsible tree 
care.

The LeVangies recently 
partnered with The TurfMutt 
Foundation, an organization 
that encourages outdoor learning 
experiences, stewardship of 
green spaces and care for living 
landscapes to showcase these 
outdoor career possibilities for 
young women for a segment 
on the CBS series “Mission 
Unstoppable,” which will be 
broadcast on Saturday, May 14, 
at 11 a.m. on WCAX-TV/CBS. 

The award-winning show, 
which spotlights diverse females 
in unique STEM professions, will 
feature the sisters demonstrating 
how to safely climb, descend 
and use power tools to properly 
prune trees.

“Most people still don’t 
understand the importance of 
trees,” says LeVangie. “For 
oxygen, shade, habitat, property 
values, overall well-being, and 
the list goes on. If trees provided 
Wi-Fi, we would be planting 
them everywhere. But they only 
give us the air that we breathe.”

WEYBRIDGE — With the 
arrival of spring (finally!), yard 
design and maintenance have risen 
again to the top of people’s to-do 
lists. Have you been thinking 
about switching to an electric lawn 
mower or weed whacker? Ready 
to start converting some lawn 
to a pollinator garden but need 
some plants, seeds or advice? The 
Weybridge Energy Committee 
invites all interested community 
members to an Electric Equipment 
Demo and Seed/Seedling Swap on 
Saturday, May 21, from 9 to 11 
a.m. on the lawn at the Weybridge 
Congregational Church, 2790 
Weybridge Road, Weybridge.  
(Rain date is May 28, from 1-3 
p.m., same location). 

The committee will have an 
array of models and brands of 
electric lawn equipment (mowers, 
weed whackers, chainsaws, etc.) 
for people to try. Owners will be 

Swap seeds & more in Weybridge

The Federated Garden Clubs of 
Vermont (FGCV) and its member 
garden clubs — including the 
Middlebury Garden Club — will 
partner with five nurseries and 
garden centers for 
Vermont Garden Club 
Day 2022 on Saturday, 
May 21. This first 
annual event will be a 
statewide celebration of 
gardening, garden clubs 
and some of Vermont’s 
finest nurseries and 
garden centers.

This event aims to 
reinforce the partnership 
between Vermont 
garden clubs and their 
members and Vermont 
garden centers, which 
bring both traditional 
and exotic plant materials to the 
public. This partnership event 
will encourage citizens to take an 
interest in the beauty of private 
landscapes and community civic 
spaces, either on their own or 
through membership in one of 
Vermont’s local garden clubs. 

One of the participating 
nurseries is Rocky Dale Gardens 

at 806 Rockydale Road in Bristol. 
The others are Horsford Gardens 
and Nursery at 2111 Greenbush 
Road in Charlotte, as well as 
nurseries in Manchester, Dorset 

and Rockingham
The garden clubs 

will be at Rocky Dale 
Gardens 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
on the 21st, during a 
weekend when waking 
Vermont gardens are 
beginning to burst into 
spring color. Veteran 
and nascent gardeners 
alike will be flocking 
to garden centers to 
seek out vegetable 
starts and annual plants, 
new shrubs and trees 
to replace those that 
didn’t fare well over the 

winter and to source plantings for 
areas in their gardens that are in 
need of a new look. 

On that day, garden club 
members will have display tables 
with publicity materials about 
gardening, conservation, and club 
projects, offering helpful hints on 
design, native plants to consider 
and the important role plants play 

in the ecology of our Vermont 
landscape.   

The FGCV consists of 15 local 
garden clubs in Vermont and was 
established to promote and aid in 
the protection and conservation 
of our state’s natural resources, 
assist garden clubs in Vermont, and 
encourage educational programs in 
the fields of horticulture, ecology, 
forestry, landscape design, 
environmental studies and floral 
design. Projects run by the FGCV 
include an annual scholarship 
award, civic beautification 
initiatives and youth gardening 
programs. FGCV is a member of 
The New England Garden Clubs 
Inc., and a member of The National 
Garden Clubs Inc.

Comprising more than 700 
members, the FGCV garden clubs 
are an asset to the communities 
they serve. Individual clubs 
sponsor garden tours of local 
prominent private gardens, provide 
scholarships for high school 
and college level students, and 
conduct educational programs for 
the public on topics ranging from 
conservation to floral design.

Vt. garden clubs to visit nurseries

The garden 
clubs will be 

at Rocky Dale 
Gardens 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. on 
the 21st, during 
a weekend when 
waking Vermont 
gardens are 
beginning to 
burst into spring 
color. 

on hand to answer questions. As a 
bonus, they’ll have several electric 
cars on display with owners happy 
to answer your questions. 

Happening simultaneously 
is the third annual Weybridge 
Seed Swap. Given the push for 
more native plants to support 
pollinators, organizers encourage 
participants in this year’s swap 
to bring native plant seeds and 
seedlings as well as vegetable 
seeds and starts that have not been 
treated with pesticides. 

Representatives from Pollinator 
Pathway of Addison County 
will be available to answer your 
questions and share information. 
Anyone can participate, whether 
or not they have seeds or seedlings 
to contribute.  Participants are 
asked to label any seeds not in 
commercial packaging.

For more information about 
this free event, please email the 
Weybridge Energy Committee at 
energy@townofweybridge.org or 
Fran Putnam at franputnam24@
gmail.com.

Given the push for more 
native plants to support 

pollinators, organizers 
encourage participants in this 
year’s swap to bring native 
plant seeds and seedlings as 
well as vegetable seeds and 
starts that have not been 
treated with pesticides. 

Energy Committee will also demo electric garden equipment
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Wondering when to plant 
your tomatoes? Confused about 
composting? Or maybe you need 
some advice on caring for your 
lawn.

University of Vermont (UVM) 
Extension Master Gardeners are 
available to answer questions from 
gardeners in Vermont on a broad 
range of home horticulture topics 
including soil bed preparation 
and planting; vegetable and fruit 
gardening; annuals and perennials; 
backyard composting; sustainable 
lawn care; plant diseases and 
integrated pest management, 
among others.

Volunteers will answer calls on 
the Master Gardener Helpline from 
9 a.m.-noon on Thursdays through 
Oct. 27. The number to call is (802) 
656-5421.

Questions also may be 
submitted online at go.uvm.edu/
gardenquestion for a speedier 
response. The online form includes 
an option for providing up to 
three photos. Gardeners also are 
encouraged to use the online 
system to submit photos of plants 
damaged by insects and diseases.

Soil tests for home gardens 
are available through the UVM 
Agricultural and Environmental 
Testing Lab. For information, visit 
pss.uvm.edu/ag_testing. If you 
have follow-up questions about soil 
recommendations, please upload a 
copy of your soil test report with 
the helpline online form.

Got gardening questions?

Ask an Extension Master Gardener

UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT Extension Master Gardeners will 
respond to questions on a range of home horticulture questions 
through the Master Gardener Helpline or online form on the website. 

Commercial growers of 
vegetables, berries, tree fruit and 
related crops should contact the 

UVM Extension Commercial 
Horticulture Team at go.uvm.edu/
hort for information and assistance.

The decision to replace windows 
often comes down to aesthetics 
and necessity. Drafty windows 
can reduce energy efficiency in a 
home, requiring HVAC systems 
to work harder to keep interiors 
comfortable. The harder the HVAC 
must work, the more homeowners 
will pay in energy costs. 

Old windows also may be 
points of entry for water and 
insects. Despite the importance of 
windows, Money magazine advises 
that new windows make up only a 
fraction of the home’s total exterior 
“envelope,” resulting in only about 

5 to 15% of total energy savings. 
But there are still plenty of 

reasons to invest in new windows.
1. Some experts say that vinyl 

or aluminum may be best. Lumber 
is farmed rather quickly today 
and solid wood products may not 
stand up to elements as well as 
wood used a half-century ago. To 
avoid rot, vinyl windows often are 
an affordable and durable choice. 
Homeowners also have the option 
of wood windows with aluminum 
cladding, which are long-lasting.

2. Moisture problems indicate 
windows need to be replaced. 

Condensation that shows up as 
fogging between double-pane 
windows or on the inside of 
windows indicates that the windows 
are starting to fail. If installing a 
vapor barrier in the basement or 
crawl space, ventilating properly 
when showering or cooking, or 
using a dehumidifier indoors does 
not remedy the situation, it might 
be time to replace windows.

3. Windows add curb appeal. 
Beyond functionality, replacement 
windows immediately update the 
look of the home and can improve 

7 things to know before replacing windows

(See Windows, Page 6C)

Harbinger 
of good 
things

AN OLD SAYING 
has it that a single 
daffodil signals 
misfortune, but a 
bunch expresses 
joy and happiness. If 
that is the case, then 
this time of spring 
is filled with lots of 
joy and happiness 
in Addison County. 
We saw many lawns 
absolutely bursting 
with daffodils when 
we stopped to take 
photos at this spot in 
Middlebury last week.

Independent photos/
John S. McCright
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260 Court St., Suite 4 • Middlebury, VT 05753  • 802.388.3559
M-F 10am - 5pm, Sat. 9:30am - 4pm, Closed Sunday 

middleburysewnvac.com

YourYour Source forSource forlocallocal

Sewing Accessories, Zippers,
Quilting Fabric and More

Vacuum Bags, Accessories,
Parts and More

Plus… a Service Department for all makes and models
of sewing machine and vacuum cleaners.

Vacuum Vacuum 
CleanersCleaners

Sewing Sewing 
MachinesMachines

curb appeal since they are one of 
the most prominent features on the 
exterior of a home. If a house needs 
an update, replacing windows and 
can be a quick update — whether 
it is affordable or not depends on 
your particular situation.

4. Consider other energy-
efficient upgrades. Sometimes 
older windows can be salvaged, 
especially if they are not damaged 
and only moderately drafty. 
Replacing panes, sash cords, 
weather stripping, and even 
glazing may be less expensive than 
replacing a window. Plus, older 
homes with attractive windows 
complement one another. To keep 
energy bills down, think about 
adding insulation to the attic and 
basement — which is a good idea 
even if you are replacing windows.

5. The wrong windows can 
adversely affect home value. The 
National Association of Realtors 
says homeowners get about 73% 
of their replacement window 
investment back when they resell 
a home. But choosing the wrong 
windows might lower the value of 
the home. It’s important to match 
the look of the original windows, 
including window material and the 

Windows
(Continued from Page 5C)

Metro Creative photo

If you get state help paying for 
food, you can purchase fruit and 
vegetable seeds and seedlings with 
your 3SquaresVT benefits to put 
fresh food on your table all season 
long. 

As spring sets, it’s time to think 
about which fruits, vegetables 
and herbs to grow this season. 
Vermonters should know that they 
can buy their seeds and seedlings 
that produce edible foods with 
benefits they receive from 
3SquaresVT. 

3SquaresVT is Vermont’s name 
for the federal Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP), which provides eligible 
people with money every month to 
buy groceries. 

Nearly 70,000 people in 

Vermont are signed up 
for 3SquaresVT and 
can shop at over 600 
retailers and more than 
40 farmers markets 
across the state. In 
addition to typical 
grocery food items, 
3SquaresVT can be 
used to buy seeds and 
seedlings. Grocers 
across the state carry 
seeds and seedlings all 
season long, including 
City Market, Onion River Co-op 
in Burlington, the Middlebury 
Natural Foods Co-op, and the 
Brattleboro Food Coop. 

At most farmers markets, 
shoppers with 3SquaresVT can 
double their dollar to buy produce, 

seeds and seedlings. 
This dollar-match 
program, called Crop 
Cash, is operated by 
NOFA-VT. For every 
$1 spent in 3SquaresVT 
benefits, shoppers will 
receive an additional 
$1 in Crop Cash, up to 
$10 in extra money for 
fruits, veggies, seeds 
and seedlings. 

“With the rising 
costs of food and fuel, 

3SquaresVT is always here to 
support our food budgets through 
challenging times,” said Ivy Enoch, 
Food Security Advocacy Manager 
at Hunger Free Vermont. “People 
shopping with 3SquaresVT keep 
millions of dollars every month 

in our local economy, and support 
our local food retailers, farmers, 
and growers, who create jobs and 
provide nourishing food to our 
communities. It’s a win-win.”

One in 10 Vermonters receive 
3SquaresVT benefits, but many 
more are eligible. There are 
enough benefits for everyone 
who qualifies, so no one is taking 
away benefits from anyone else 
by signing up. Everyone who is 
eligible to receive 3SquaresVT will 
get this important financial support 
with an approved application, and 
organizations across the state can 
help people apply. Visit Vermont 
Food Help to learn more about 
3SquaresVT, how to apply, and 
where to shop: vermontfoodhelp.
com.

divided light pattern (the number 
of panes in each window) with the 
original windows. 

6. Think about soundproofing, 
too. When upgrading windows, 
also think about how certain 
windows can cancel out noises 
and make homes more soundproof. 

Some windows can help reduce 
outdoor distractions like leaf 
blowers or lawn mowers.

7. Proper installation is key to 
longevity. Replacement windows 
are only as good as their installation 
in many cases. Poor installation 
and orders of standard rather than 

custom sized windows could 
result in poor fitting and seals. 
Homeowners should carefully vet 
and review window replacement 
contractors to find the best 
professionals for the job.

— Metro Creative

3SquaresVT benefits buy garden seeds
“With the 

rising 
costs of food and 
fuel, 3SquaresVT 
is always here to 
support our food 
budgets through 
challenging 
times.” 

— Ivy Enoch

Kitchens have long been 
considered the most popular 
gathering spaces in a home. That 
popularity compels millions of 
homeowners to renovate their 
kitchens each year, and the return 
on those investments is often 
significant.

A number of 
variables, including the 
value of neighboring 
homes and how 
quickly homeowners 
sell their homes 
after a renovation, 
affect the return on 
investment with a given 
project. According to 
Remodeling magazine’s 
“2021 Cost vs. Value 
Report,” homeowners 
recouped roughly 72% 
of their investment 
in a minor kitchen 
remodel at resale. 
That’s a sizable return 
that outperformed other 
popular upgrades, including vinyl 
siding replacement and wood deck 
additions.

When renovating kitchens, 
homeowners will have to consider 
various components within 
the room, including the floors. 
Average flooring costs can be hard 
to calculate because they depend 
so heavily on homeowners’ choice 
of materials. The following are 

some popular flooring materials 
that homeowners can consider 
as they plan to renovate their 
kitchens.

• Vinyl: Vinyl flooring is 
popular thanks in large part to 
its cost. According to the home 

remodeling experts at 
HomeAdvisor, vinyl 
flooring installation 
is much less costly 
than other types 
of flooring. But its 
budget-friendliness is 
not the only benefit of 
vinyl flooring, which 
HGTV notes is easy 
to clean, making it 
an ideal choice for 
families that routinely 
confront spills and 
stains. HomeAdvisor 
notes that vinyl is 
the best waterproof 
material among all 
kitchen floors. When 
it comes to resale, 

however, not every prospective 
buyer will like vinyl.

• Porcelain/ceramic tile: 
HomeAdvisor reports that the 
average cost to install porcelain 
or ceramic tile flooring is between 
$885 and $2,994. That’s less 
than the average cost to install 
stone or wood flooring. Porcelain 
or ceramic tiles can be slippery 

Consider this when you 
pick flooring materials

Metro Creative photo

(See Flooring, Page 9C)

A number of 
variables, 

including 
the value of 
neighboring 
homes and 
how quickly 
homeowners sell 
their homes after 
a renovation, 
affect the return 
on investment 
with a given 
project.
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We Specialize in Turn-Key Home Design/Build Services,
Residential Design, Custom Cabinetry

& Mill-Work Throughout The Northeastern U.S. 
 

Whether You’re Planning A New Home, Addition Or Renovation, We Can Provide 
Design Services, Cabinetry & Management For Any Phase Of Your Project.

Free Kitchen Remodel Consultation — Give Us A Call Today! 

DESIGN/BUILD AND
CUSTOM CABINETRY

AddisonResidential.com   |   802-388-7707

Find us online and follow us on Facebook, Instagram,
& Houzz to keep up to date on all of our projects!

We service and install Mitsubishi
ductless heat pump systems.

dennis@newtonerac.com • 802- 388 -1431
www.newtonerac.com

Proudly celebrating our 30th year in business, serving Addison County and beyond since 1992.
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Waking up the gardens
LAUREN SLAYTON AND Justin Willis freshen up the rain 

gardens in Riverfront Park in Middlebury’s Marble Works this past 
Thursday. Removal of a few early weeds and a fresh coating of 
mulch and composted soil makes for a nice backdrop for the red 
dogwood stems and yellow and white daffodils.

Independent photos/John S. McCright

Remember being too hot to sit
outside on your patio or deck?
Awnings work to keep you cool

and enjoy being outside.
Awnings protect you 

from sun & rain.

THE NEW CHOICE IN AWNINGS
IntegrityAwnings.com |  802-771-5892
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The Industry’s Most Innovative, 
Intuitive Exterior Woodcare System.

$10 OFF A GALLON STORM STAIN SYSTEM ONLY!
Coupon valid until 6/30/22

1396 Rte 7 South
 Middlebury, VT      

 388-2500 
M- F 7:30-5:30, Sat. 8-1       

Fine Home Building      •      Expert Renovations      •      Custom Woodworking
802.989.7677      46 River Road, New Haven, VT      SilverMapleConstruction.com

when they get wet, though HGTV 
notes that some porcelain flooring 
tiles have been certified as slip-
resistant by the Americans with 
Disabilities Act.

• Hardwood: It’s hard to beat 
hardwood when it comes to 

aesthetic appeal. Hardwood can 
be especially suitable in homes 
with open-concept floor plans that 
already have hardwood floors in 
surrounding rooms. HomeAdvisor 
notes that hardwood flooring 
installation can be costly, which 
might make it a less realistic 

option for budget-conscious 
homeowners. According to 
HGTV, engineered wood planks 
may be something to consider in 
the kitchen, as these are designed 
to be less susceptible to humidity 
and temperature. That’s an 
important component to consider 

in the kitchen, where temperatures 
can fluctuate while meals are 
being prepared.

• Stone: Natural stone tile is 
another popular kitchen flooring 
material. HomeAdvisor traces 
that popularity to its wide variety 
of styles and price points, which 

make it a realistic option for 
homeowners working with 
budgets big and small. Stone tiles 
also provide a unique look because 
no two look the same, which 
might appeal to homeowners who 
want their kitchen floors to create 
a one-of-a-kind impression.

Kitchen flooring materials 
vary widely. That variety ensures 
there’s a material for any style and 
budget homeowners are working 
with.

— Metro Creative

Flooring
(Continued from Page 6C)

VERMONT — Vermont, along 
with the rest of the country, will 
recognize National Emerald Ash 
Borer Awareness Week, May 22-
28.

The week is designed to draw 
attention to the impact that this 
invasive species, a native of Asia, 
can have on ash trees. In Vermont, 
the emerald ash borer (EAB) was 
first spotted in 2018 in Orange 
County and is now confirmed in 
all but Essex County. The beetle 
attacks all three species of ash that 
grow in the state.

Although it can’t be eradicated, 
increased awareness of this 
destructive wood-boring beetle can 

help slow its spread. To that end, 
University of Vermont (UVM) 
Extension is collaborating with the 
Vermont Department of Forests, 
Parks and Recreation and the 
Vermont Agency of Agriculture, 
Food and Markets to get the word 
out. Vermonters are encouraged 
to get involved by organizing a 
community activity or posting on 
social media or Front Porch Forum.

An online Emerald Ash 
Borer Awareness Week Toolkit 
is available at go.uvm.edu/
eab-toolkit to provide ideas and 
information. It contains posters, 
videos, sample social media posts 
and other tools; resources for 

educators; information on ash tree 
identification and guidelines for 
hosting a neighborhood ash tree 
walk or tree tagging event.

The Vermont Invasives website 
vtinvasives.org has a number of 
resources, including videos and 
maps indicating infested areas, to 
help homeowners, municipalities 
and forest landowners and 
managers identify, understand and 
control the spread of EAB. If you 
think you have spotted an infested 
ash tree, you can use the website’s 
Report It! link to submit a photo. 
There’s also a link to sign up for 
the EAB Update Listserv.

Public events planned for the 

week include:
• May 24, 6-8 p.m. U-32 Middle 

and High School, East Montpelier. 
EAB and Resilient Roads. Join the 
East Montpelier Resilient Roads 
committee and Joanne Garton, 
Vermont Urban and Community 
Forestry Program technical 
assistance coordinator, for a walk 
and presentation to learn about East 
Montpelier’s proactive approach to 
EAB management.

• May 28, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Nulhegan Basin Visitor Center, 
5396 VT Rte. 105, Brunswick. 
Join Abenaki craftspeople and 
basket makers to learn about the 
significance of black ash trees in 

A SIGN OF emerald ash borer infestation is the “blonding” of the 
tree’s bark, where woodpeckers have flecked away the outer bark 
and drilled holes. 

Photo/Ginger Nickerson/UVM Extension

Abenaki culture and their use in 
basket making. Come help pound 
ash trunks and learn how ash splints 
are made into baskets. Volunteer 
pounders are needed. Lunch is a 
potluck, so please bring a dish to 
share.  

For information about other 
planned activities, visit go.uvm.
edu/vtucfevents. To list an event 
in your community, contact Ginger 
Nickerson, UVM Extension forest 
pest education coordinator, at 
ginger.nickerson@uvm.edu.

THE EMERALD ASH BORER, a wood-boring beetle that infests ash tree species, has been found in 13 Vermont counties. 
photo/Stephen Ausmus/USDA--ARS

Raising awareness about Emerald Ash Borer pests

Open daily 8am-5pm  |  802-453-5382 

2638 Ethan Allen Hwy.  |  New Haven, VT 05472

greenhavengardensandnursery.com

Trees, Shrubs, Perennials
Annual Flowers, Veggies & Herbs
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By DEBORAH J. BENOIT
Extension Master Gardener
University of Vermont

Do you want to enjoy fresh, 
home-grown veggies this summer? 
Perhaps you’d like to adorn your 
home with fresh-cut flowers. 
Whatever the reason, this year 
you’ve decided to start a garden 
of your own. But before you grab 
a spade and head for the backyard, 
put pen to paper and make a plan. 

Dream as big as you like, but 
for this year at least, plan small. 
Your first garden will be a learning 
experience. To ensure success, 
narrow your focus. Trying to do 
it all is a sure way to become 
overwhelmed.  

Whether you choose to garden in 
a small plot, a raised bed or a few 
pots by the back door, gardening 
success isn’t hard to achieve.  

First and foremost, like the old 
saying, it’s all about location. Look 
around your yard at various times of 
day before you decide where to put 
your garden. The location needs to 
provide three things that are key to 
success: soil, light and water.  

If you’re gardening in containers 
or raised beds, you can purchase 
soil to meet your needs. If you’re 
planning on a more traditional 
garden plot, choose a location with 
good soil. Ideally, you’ll want soil 

that’s loamy — a balance of clay, 
silt and sand that retains moisture 
but drains well and will provide 
nutrients for your garden.  

If you’re not sure about your 
soil, consider a soil test. If your 
soil is less than ideal (most are), 
it can be amended, for example, 
by the addition of compost. A 
soil test will tell you about your 
soil’s pH and nutrients and make 
recommendations for amendments 
and fertilizer. More information 
on soil testing can be found at the 
University of Vermont (UVM) 
Agricultural and Environmental 
Testing Lab’s website: pss.uvm.
edu/ag_testing.   

The location you select should 
provide full sun for at least 6-8 
hours a day since most vegetable 
plants and flowers require that to 
grow to their fullest potential. And 
you’ll want a convenient source of 
water nearby. Toting water to the 
far side of the yard in the summer 
heat is a sure way to dampen your 
enthusiasm, resulting in skipped 
watering and unhappy plants.

Once you’ve selected a location 
and know how much space you 
have available in your garden, get to 
know the plants you want to grow. 
Invest some time in a little research. 
That tiny tomato plant in its 4-inch 
pot may grow 2 feet wide and 6 feet 

tall or sprawl out to cover several 
feet of your raised bed. Be sure to 
give your plants room to grow. 

Introduce your plants to the 
outdoors gradually. “Hardening off” 
allows them to adjust to conditions 
in the garden, particularly the sun. 
Place your plants outside in a semi-
shady spot, gradually moving them 
into direct sun over a week or two. 

When planting, water them well. 
If a support, such as a trellis or 
tomato cage, will be needed, put 
it in place at the time of planting. 
Cover garden soil with mulch to 
help retain moisture and suppress 
weeds. 

Keep an eye out for pests or signs 
the plant may be stressed. Be sure 
plants get adequate water, fertilize 
as recommended for your particular 
plant and remove weeds. Before 
you know it, you’ll be enjoying the 
fruits of your garden. 

The UVM Extension Master 
Gardener website,  uvm.edu/
extension/mastergardener, is an 
excellent gardening resource. If you 
have questions, click on “Gardener 
Helpline.” If you’d like to expand 
your knowledge of gardening (and 
perhaps help others to do so, too), 
consider becoming an Extension 
Master Gardener. Information 
is available through the ‘Master 
Gardener Program” link. 

CHOOSING THE RIGHT location, one with good soil and light, is the key to success for healthy plants 
and high yield of tomatoes and other crops. 

Photo/Deborah J. Benoit

FOR VEGETABLES, SUCH as tomatoes, that require support, put the trellis or tomato cage in place at 
the time of planting. 

Photo/Deborah J. Benoit

Things new gardeners need to know

64 Jackman Drive  •  Bristol, VT 05443 
mary@jackmansinc.com  •  melanie@jackmansinc.com  •  tim@jackmansinc.com

802-453-2381 or www.JackmansInc.com

802-453-2381
We’re proud of the

peace of mind we can offer
as a local company offering

an 802 rather than
an 800 number to call 
in times of emergency.

24 Hour Service Mitsubishi Heat Pump Diamond Dealer
Propane Fill Station A/C Install & Service
Plumbing Generac Generator Dealer, Installation, & Service
Full HVAC Work Kohler Generator Dealer, Installation, & Service
Heating On-Road & Off-Road Diesel Pumps 
BBQ Tank Exchange Kerosene Pumps
Oil Burner Service Natural Gas Certified Installation & Service
Propane Service Pellet Stove Installation & Service
Wood Pellets Residential & Commercial Propane Delivery
Coal

A locally owned 
company working
for the community

for 92 years

We are committed to providing high quality service
and high quality products to suit your needs. 

Heating  •  Plumbing  •  Air Conditioning 

Heat Pump Installation

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

24/7 Pager Service  
M-F   7am - 4pm

24 Hour Emergency
 Repair Service

1786 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT  •  802- 388-2296

Don’t suffer
from the heat! 

Call Plouffe’s Boiler & Mechanical Service Inc. to help install and repair
the central air conditioning or heat pump in your home or business.

We also offer routine maintenance, parts replacement, and more,
to ensure that we catch the potential problems

early before they become big problems.

With over 20 years of experience, you can rely on us for the best service and the 
use of the highest quality products available. And with our 24-hour emergency 

services, you can count on us to arrive quickly to get your systems back on track.
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Your home is your life, your comfort, and your security
Goodro Lumber Company in East Middlebury can help you make your home the best it can 
be! Inside or outside, we have the top name-brand products that make your home stand out 
and withstand the test of time.

• Doors by Therma Tru, Simpson and Lemieux
• Atlas Shingles
• Windows by Andersen, Simonton, Sierra Pacific
• DeWalt and Milwaukee tools
• Metal Roofing by Everlast, Metal Sales, and Ideal
• Insulation by Rockwool, Dow, and Owens Corning

Stop by today and see 
what Goodro Lumber can 

do for you!

Main Store and Lumberyard (802) 388-4915
388 Rt. 125, E Middlebury, VT

www.goodro-lumber.com
6:30-4:30 M-F

92nd
  A

nniversary
Anniversary

Brian Quigley, Kitchen & Bath Designer.  
Call or email him at:

brian@goodrolumber.net

VISIT GOODRO’S KITCHEN,
BATH & FLOORING CENTER

• Cabinetry and Counters
• Plumbing Fixtures
• Extensive Flooring

3255 Route 7 South, Middlebury, VT
www.goodro-lumber.com

6:30-4:30 M-F
Saturdays by appt.

(802) 388-0209
Fax: (802)989-7540

Home improvement projects 
require substantial financial 
investment. But just because a 
homeowner wants to bring a fresh 
look indoors doesn’t mean he or she 
has to break the bank along the way. 

Living rooms are some of the 
most frequently used spaces in a 
home, and they can use an update 
from time to time to stay on trend or 
to make the area more functional for 
a changing family dynamic. Here 
are some budget-friendly ideas for 
breathing new life into living room 
designs.

• Establish the budget. 
Homeowners should figure out how 
many dollars they can designate 
to a living room makeover before 
purchasing supplies or hiring out 
the work. Figure out the scope of 
the remodel, visit stores or suppliers 
to price out materials, get estimates 
from contractors, and then plan 
for some unforseen circumstances 
along the way to determine if this 
type of renovation is affordable. 
If not, scale things back until the 
project more closely aligns with 
your budget.

• Change the paint color. Lighter 
and brighter colors are on trend. A 
can or two of paint can do wonders 
for updating a space without a large 
financial commitment. Pair that 
new paint color with new window 
coverings and complementary 
throw pillows to pull the theme 
together with minimal expense.

• Update the flooring. Tired, 
outdated carpeting or other flooring 
can use an overhaul. While 
solid hardwood flooring may be 
preferable, there are many types of 
laminate flooring that mimic the 
looks of popular wood colors and 
styles for a fraction of the cost. Plus, 
many are sold at home improvement 
retailers and even at warehouse 
clubs or online for reasonable 
prices. Laminate flooring also may 
be a potential DIY job for a skilled 
homeowner, saving even more 
money.

• Introduce a fireplace. Fireplaces 
were once hot commodities, but that 
popularity waned in the 1970s and 
1980s. Homeowners with chimneys 
may discover a fireplace was 
boarded over and the bare bones 

Don’t break the bank, 
just update a few things

still exist that can be renovated to 
bring back character. There also are 
ventless freestanding units that are 
quite affordable that can mimic the 
look of a built-in fireplace.

• Reupholster instead of replace 
furniture. There’s no need to throw 
away quality furniture if the fabric 
is the only thing impeding design. 
New upholstery or even a slipcover 
can update designs.

• Conquer clutter. Rather than 
adding something to the living room, 
remove clutter to give the room a 
more airy feel. This can instantly 
change the look of the room. Use 
cord covers to tame plugs for 
electronics and remove unnecessary 
furniture from the room.

• Improve lighting. Another 
easy and often inexpensive fix is to 
change lighting fixtures, including 
using brighter, more energy efficient 
LED bulbs, and to assess lighting 
needs to eliminate dark corners of 
rooms that can make the space seem 
drab.

Living room spaces in need of 
an update often can benefit from 
improvements that go easy on the 
wallet.

— Metro Creative

Metro Creative photo

Working on the lawn 
THE BATTELL BLOCK in downtown Middlebury provides a 

beautiful red backdrop to the brown soil that Cale Gleason is 
raking over the green grass in Triangle Park recently. Gleason, 
a superintendent for Kubricky Construction who worked on the 
main rail tunnel project — including laying in the precast concrete 
tunnel sections — took advantage of the nice spring weather last 
week to tidy up some of the landscaping that is finishing up the 
$72 million job.

Independent photos/John S. McCright
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Family Owned Since 1906

Manufactured locally
in Bristol, Vermont
QUALITY Kiln-dried 

Lumber
Hardwood

Mon-Fri 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
(Closed Noon-12:30 for lunch) 

802-453-4884
www.vermontlumber.com

106 Andrew Johnson Dr., Bristol, Vt.

Friendly & Professional Service
Cash & Volume Discounts

ROUGH HARDWOODS
Maple • Oak • Birch • Cherry • Ash
Yellow Poplar • Walnut • Mahogany

Repairs & Remodeling • New Construction 
Furniture • Cabinets

Superior Quality and Great Prices!

Call for pricing and availability.

Kittredge Land Surveying, PLLCKittredge Land Surveying, PLLC
Seth W. Kittredge, L.S.Seth W. Kittredge, L.S.

28 Thomas Circle  -  Vergennes, Vt. 05491
Phone: 802-870-7028  -  Cell: 802-989-1625

kittredgelandsurveying.com
info@kittredgelandsurverying.com

Boundary Retracement
Subdivisions

Boundary Line Adjustments
FEMA Flood Certifications

Replacement of Missing Corner Monuments
Vermont Land Records Research

  Expert Witness Services
Topographic/Site Surveys

Construction Layout

A project created by a three 
design/build team at a Middlebury 
architecture firm was among three 
projects honored at the 10th annual 
Vermont’s Greenest Building 
Awards, hosted recently 
by the Vermont Green 
Building Network 
(VGBN). 

The projects 
received awards 
for achieving the 
highest standard of 
demonstrated building 
energy performance 
for commercial and 
residential buildings 
and documentation 
of green building 
strategies including 
health, transportation, 
water and affordability. 

“It is wonderful to recognize 
the innovation, talent and 
creativity building professionals 
are bringing to their projects,” 
said VGBN Executive Director 

Jenna Antonino DiMare. “I am 
proud of the outstanding work 
our Vermont green building 
community is doing to push the 
market towards more sustainable 

building practices.”
The 2021 winners 

were celebrated during 
the Vermont Green 
Building Celebration 
webinar event hosted 
by VGBN on April 
13, featuring keynote 
speaker Sue Minter. 
Winning buildings 
were showcased as 
inspirational, model 
green buildings that 
create a new standard 
for environmentally 
responsible building in 

Vermont. 
The local winner was Vermont 

Integrated Architecture.
The 2021 Vermont’s Greenest 

Building Award winners are:
Vermont’s Greenest Building 

Award and Net Zero Award | 
Residential: Maple Hill Passive 
House

This project, submitted by 
Montpelier Construction, is a 
PHIUS certified, 1200-square-foot, 
one-level home with continuous 
heat recovery balanced ventilation 
resulting in extremely healthy 
indoor air quality. This net zero 
home has a small 6.46 KW roof-
mounted solar array that produces 
more energy than the building uses, 
and the home used low-embodied 
carbon building materials. Energy 
Use Intensity (EUI): 9 kBtu/sf/yr.

Builder: Montpelier 
Construction.

Designers: Matthew Lutz + 
homeowners.

Vermont’s Greener Building 
Award | Residential: Slope House

This project, submitted by 
Vermont Integrated Architecture, is 
a modern home with stunning views 
of Mad River Glen. The 15% south-
facing slope offers perfect passive 
solar exposure. The home has two 
heat pumps — a single head on the 
main level and a mini-ducted on the 
lower level — that work to heat and 
cool the home, which is built to near 

“Slope House,” completed by Middlebury’s Vermont Integrated Architecture in 2020, recently won Vermont’s Greener Building Award by 
the Vermont Green Building Network.

VIA receives Vt. Greener
Builder 2021 Award

Keeping
Good Company 

Full Interior Design Service
Pam Carter & Chelsea Audy

kgcvt.com - design@kgcvt.com
802-877-3004
Vergennes, VT 

passive house standards. Energy 
Use Intensity (EUI): 13 kBtu/sf/yr.

Architect: Vermont Integrated 
Architecture.

Builder: Shelterwood 
Construction.

Vermont’s Going Green 
Building Award | Residential: 
Ames Hill Passive

This project, submitted by 
studioWEBSTER, is a single-
family home designed and built in 
Marlboro for a family of five. Built 
up to Passive House standards, 

the home features local materials 
including wood harvested onsite 
and tiles handmade by the owners. 
The home uses an all-in-one 
Minotair for HVAC and has a hand-
crafted, locally sourced Gryphon 
door insulated with sheep wool. 
Energy Use Intensity (EUI): 26 
kBtu/sf/yr.

Architect: studioWEBSTER.
Project Management: HELM 

Construction Solutions.
Contractor: Mathes Hulme 

Builders.

“It is wonderful 
to recognize 

the innovation, 
talent and 
creativity 
building 
professionals are 
bringing to their 
projects.”

— VGBN Executive 
Director Jenna 

Antonino DiMare

For over 30 years, Raymond Renovation & New Construction, LLC,
has established a solid reputation in Addison County as a dependable general contractor 

doing quality work in all phases of residential and light commercial carpentry – 
from new home construction to additions and remodeling. 

FULLY INSURED  •  FREE BIDS

Mark Raymond    raymondrenovationvt.com    Middlebury, VT    802-388-0742

  FRAMING

  PAINTING

  SIDING

  WINDOWS

  FINISHING

  SHEETROCKING 

  BUILT-INS

  CUSTOM SHOWERS                         

  CUSTOM MILLWORK
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Professional Septic Installation Since 1982

PUMPING • MOUND AND CONVENTIONAL SYSTEM INSTALLATION
CERTIFIED PRESBY INSTALLATION • REPAIRS

LOCATING • CAMERA INSPECTIONS
TANK AND LEACH FIELD INSPECTIONS • ROOTER SERVICE

STEAM THAWING • FULL EXCAVATION SERVICE
Prompt friendly service • Family Owned & Operated

Office: 802-388-4529
truck cell: 802-236-7101
Route 7 • Middlebury, VT

802-388-4529

802-388-2019John D. Fuller  
Master Plumber

Serving Addison County  
since 1989 

• Repairs, renovations and new construction

•  Heating systems installed, cleaned  
and serviced

•  Water heaters and filtration systems  
installed & serviced

• Kitchen, bath fixtures and faucets installed

When hiking in Vermont’s 
woods, have you ever been wowed 
by a larger-than-average tree? Or 
perhaps you have a mammoth 
specimen growing in your own 
backyard. If so, you may be 
looking at a champion 
tree, one worth adding 
to the state’s big tree 
database.

The Vermont Big 
Tree Program is an 
ongoing effort to locate, 
measure and record the 
largest trees in the state. 
Fifty-three species 
are currently listed in 
the database, twice as 
many as when the list 
was first created in 
1972 by Jeff Freeman, 
a now-retired Castleton University 
botany professor. Today, the 
database is maintained by the 
Vermont Urban and Community 
Forestry program, a partnership of 
University of Vermont Extension 
and the Vermont Department of 
Forests, Parks and Recreation.

Nominations for both native and 
introduced species are accepted 
from January through June each 
year. From July to December, a 
team of trained Forests, Parks 
and Recreation staff, consulting 

foresters and tree 
wardens conduct 
site visits to measure 
nominated trees. 
They assign points 
to each tree using a 
formula that includes 
measurements of the 
circumference, height 
and crown spread in 
accordance with the 
American Forests’ 
National Register 
of Champion Trees 
criteria.

If you think your tree might be 
eligible for inclusion, first view 
the list of confirmed big tree 
champions and list vacancies. A 
searchable database, formula to 
calculate size, nomination form 
and other details can be found at 
go.uvm.edu/bigtrees.

The listing for each tree, even 
if located on private property, 
includes an image, measurements 
and date of last official visit. 
Location information is provided 
if the tree is on public land or 
viewable from the road or other 
public property if on private land.

The biggest tree in the state is an 
eastern cottonwood in Colchester. 
Other top contenders are a silver 
maple (Brattleboro), sugar maple 
(Westminster) and northern red 
oak (Shaftsbury).

Vermont has three national 
champions: sweet crabapple 
(Randolph), sweet birch 
(Chester) and roundleaf shadbush 
(Clarendon). To learn about these 
trees and to view the list of more 
than 500 national champions, 
check out the American Forests’ 
database at americanforests.org/
champion-trees.

For more information about 
the Vermont Big Tree Program, 
contact Gwen Kozlowski at gwen.
kozlowski@uvm.edu or (802) 
651-8343, ext. 506.

A 97-FOOT-TALL BLACK walnut with a 108-foot crown spread, located in Hartland, is the current big 
tree champion for its species in the state of Vermont. 

Photo courtesy of the Vermont Urban and Community Forestry program

SAM SCHNESKI OF the Vermont Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation took the official 
measurements of a 92-foot-tall sycamore in Harmonyville, the biggest of its species in the state.

Photo courtesy of the Vermont Urban and Community Forestry program

MILTON TREE WARDEN Kris Dulmer stands next to an eastern cottonwood in Colchester, the biggest 
tree of all species in Vermont.

Photo courtesy of the Vermont Urban and Community Forestry program

Wanted:
Help identifying Vt’.s biggest trees

The listing 
for each 

tree, even if 
located on 
private property, 
includes 
an image, 
measurements 
and date of last 
official visit. 
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VERMONT — Efficiency 
Vermont is offering free energy 
savings kits to qualifying 
Vermonters to encourage them to 
take a few simple steps to begin 
reducing their energy use, their 
bills, and their carbon footprint. 

Energy efficiency is the most 
cost-effective way to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions, 
Efficiency Vermont says.

The kits contain easy-to-install 
energy saving measures, and for 

a limited time 
also include 
w i l d f l o w e r 
seed packets 
from American 
Meadows for 
c u s t o m e r s 
to support 
p o l l i n a t o r 
habitat around 
their homes.

“ C l i m a t e 
change is a 
big problem 
and can feel 
overwhelming, 
but we can 
begin planting 
the seeds 
of change 
now,” said 
Jody Lesko, 
E f f i c i e n c y 
V e r m o n t 
P r o g r a m 
D i r e c t o r . 
“We want 
to help our 
customers feel 

empowered by acting locally and 
taking even the smallest steps to 
make a positive impact; because 
those first small steps can lead to 
bigger steps down the road.”

The free kits have a retail value 
of about $47, and when installed 
will generate a roughly equal 
amount in annual energy cost 
savings. The kits include:

• 10 LED bulbs (40/60/75-watt 
equivalents)

• 1 low-flow showerhead
• 2 faucet aerators
• A bonus smart bulb and/or 

wildflower seed packets, while 
supplies last.

Vermonters (outside of 
Burlington) who have not already 
received a kit, can request one at 
efficiencyvermont.com/kits. 

In addition to ordering an 
Energy Savings Kit, there are 
other simple steps Vermonters 
can take to improve their home’s 
energy efficiency and lower 
carbon emissions:

• Seal up air leaks around 
places like windows, doors, the 
attic, basement, and foundation.

• Clean dust and dirt from 
around your refrigerator filter 
and bathroom fans.

• Unplug electronics and small 
appliances when not in use, or 
purchase an Advanced Power 
Strip.

• When your household 
appliances or electronics need 
to be replaced, shop for the most 
energy efficient models within 
your budget by looking for the 
Energy Star logo first.

• Research bigger investments 
now (like getting a heat pump, 
replacing a water heater, or 
weatherizing your home) so 
you’re ready if your equipment 
unexpectedly fails, or when the 
time comes to upgrade.

For more ideas and advice, visit 
www.efficiencyvermont.com and 
check out “How To” guides on 
the Blog. Efficiency Vermont 

customer support experts are 
also available by calling 1-888-
921-5990. They can answer 
questions, provide advice, and 
connect customers to incentives 
and other resources to support 
Vermonters ready to take their 
next step toward a low-carbon 
future. 

As the nation’s first energy 
efficiency utility, Efficiency 
Vermont has helped Vermont 
avoid over 13 million metric 
tons of greenhouse gas 
emissions and has received the 
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency’s Energy Star program 
Partner of the Year – Sustained 
Excellence award for the last six 
consecutive years. 

By BROOKE DECKER
Apiary Program Manager, Vt. 
Agency of Agriculture

An increasingly popular 
conservation initiative called No-
Mow-May is blooming across the 
nation. This initiative follows the 
“less is more” wisdom we often 
hear from our parents and is now 
a popular environmental mantra 
of the day. By simply eliminating 
or sharply reducing the mowing 
of your lawn and allowing more 
flowers to bloom offers bees and 
other pollinators a wonderful 
playground of floral resources at 
a critical time in their lifecycle. 
Studies have shown this simple 
act can increase abundance and 
diversity of wildlife in your yard, 
especially pollinators.

No-Mow-May will allow 
you the time to enjoy observing 
the diversity of nature in your 
lawn. Dandelions are often the 
most noticeable of the spring 
lawn flowers. They provide 
abundant nutritional resources 
for pollinators, especially bees. 
Observing flowers during a sunny 
day will display numerous insect 
guests. Honey bees, bumble bees 
or some of Vermont’s other 400 
native bee species are likely 
visitors.

As the love for your lawn 
flowers grows, you might consider 
mowing less frequently the rest of 

By forgoing lawn mowing in May you are giving pollinators 
more chances to do their thing.

Consider waiting for your
first mow to help pollinators

the year. When mowing becomes 
necessary, setting the cut height 
of 4-5 inches allows for better 
habitat regrowth and continued 
pollinator benefits during the 
summer months. Consider 
turning your lawn into a “bee 
lawn” by seeding Dutch clover 
and other low growing flowering 
plants like creeping thyme, self-
heal and native violets.

For a real-life pollinator 
paradise, consider No-Mow-
May.

Efficiency
Vt. offering
free energy 
saving kits

A FREE ENERGY saving kit from Efficiency Vermont includes LED light bulbs, low-flow shower heads 
and, in honor of spring, some even include seeds to plant in your gardens.

“We want 
to help our 

customers 
feel 
empowered 
by acting 
locally and 
taking even 
the smallest 
steps to 
make a 
positive 
impact; 
because 
those first 
small steps 
can lead to 
bigger steps 
down the 
road.”

 — Jody Lesko
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Water Softening:
Culligan’s Water Softeners work to get rid of hard water-causing minerals, removing scale and 
build up over time. Hard water symptoms to look for include:

Water Filtration: 
For over 80 years, Culligan’s water filtration systems have improved water quality for thousands 
of families worldwide. Culligan’s Under the Sink Filtration and Whole House Filtration systems 
can both remove common contaminants* like:  

 

Water Dispensing:
Culligan water dispensers make it convenient, easy and affordable to always have 
access to cleaner, better-tasting water on tap. Whether you’re in your 
home or office, stylish coolers in compact sizes make it refreshingly 
simple to get cleaner and tastier water. Never worry about 
installation or maintenance, just set a delivery schedule that 
works for you and let your local Culligan Water Expert take 
care of the rest!

Your local Culligan Water dealer is your area’s water 
expert. Call us to schedule a free water test and let us 
recommend which products will benefit you and your 
family the most!

Culligan Water  •    Colchester, VT  •  www.culligan4u.com  802-865-0000

• Water spots on your glasses 
• Hard crust around faucets or drains 
• Skin feels dry or irritated after showering 
• Cloudy ice cubes

• Iron (rust stains in your tub)       
• Sulfur (rotten egg-like smell)  
• Harmful chemicals  
• Sediment (floating sand-like particles in your water)

*Contaminants may not be in your water.

ECHEVERIA LIKE THIS are succulents that make wonderful greenhouse plants. Because it is planted 
in a beautiful pot it can be displayed inside the greenhouse during the winter and moved outside for the 
summer.

Photo by Dick Conrad

Greenhouse
(Continued from Page 3C)

The remaining floorspace, 
including the entire south wall as 
well as the southeast and southwest 
corners, is for plants. Smaller plants 
sit on a low plant table along the 
center of the south wall and, in 
winter, on a plant stand covering 
the door to the outside; while larger 
plants in their pots sit directly on the 
floor.

This arrangement had plenty of 
advantages:

The sitting space is sized for two 
chairs and a small table

People look out through the 
plants to the snowy world outside

The plant space is nicely sunny 
and the southeast and southwest 
corners can accommodate several 
good-size shrubs in pots.

Light and shade 
All plants need some light, but 

some need less than others.
In the world outdoors, trees reach 

up to the sun and, in so doing they 
cast a dappled shade on the ground 
below. And this is where you find 
plants that prefer a shady lifestyle. 
Many of these, like the Darmera, 
which I grow in my outdoor garden, 
have evolved outsize leaves to catch 

enough rays for their photosynthetic 
needs.

In my indoor garden I follow 
this natural order. First I positioned 
the tall shrubby camellias in large, 
hard-to-move pots, in the southeast 
and southwest corners of the 
greenhouse. The gentle shade on 
the floor below is a perfect spot for 
plants like Clivia, Oxalis and Rex 
Begonias that are prone to sunburn.

I can recall a huge planting of 
Clivia thriving under the trees in 
Golden Gate Park in San Francisco. 
And this is the setting that I have 
replicated in miniature in my 
greenhouse.

Pots for greenhouse versatility
In the old greenhouse many 

of my plants lived together in a 
long, raised bed along the entire 
south wall. But I found that this 
very static arrangement was not 
at all satisfactory, and in our new 
greenhouse almost every plant lives 
in its own pot. Here is why:

The indoor garden benefits 
immensely from gorgeous 
containers. So my prized hand-
thrown clay pots get to spend 
summers outdoors and their winters 
in the greenhouse. I have set a 

large specimen begonia, still in its 
terracotta pot (with packing peanuts 
underneath for added height), 
inside an elegant creamy-colored 
container.

One of life’s small pleasures is 
being able to group plants together 
for aesthetic effect. For instance, in 
one spot I feature, Clivia’s orange 
blooms stand out in front of a 
purple-leaved Rex Begonia and a 
yellow Oxalis.

It is extremely desirable to be able 
to re-position plants in response to 
seasonal light changes.

Despite the best planning, in 
a communal bed some plants 
eventually outgrow their welcome.

A bug-infested plant can be 
quickly banished for treatment.

——————
Judith Irven is a Vermont 

Certified Horticulturist and teaches 
Sustainable Home Landscaping 
for the Vermont Master Gardener 
program. You can subscribe to her 
blog about her Vermont gardening 
life at northcountryreflections.
com. Dick Conrad is a landscape 
and garden photographer; you 
can see more of his photographs at 
northcountryimpressions.

Building Addison County community, one project at a time.Building Addison County community, one project at a time.

 smithmcclain.com  smithmcclain.com 
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802 . 453 . 2500 • BristolElectronicsVT.com

FREE ON-SITE EVALUATIONS

Homeowners Recommendations
We received quotes from Bristol Electronics and another well-

known Vermont solar company, and were pleasantly surprised that 
Bristol had the better price, and we preferred Bristol’s microinverter 
approach. Additionally, we were very pleased to learn that the 
panels and racking system were made in the USA with some 
components manufactured by a Vermont company.  On top of 
this, the folks at Bristol were such a pleasure to work with. We 
can’t remember a more pleasant experience when making a major 
investment. 

We had a variety of questions which they happily 
addressed. Their knowledgeable staff was well versed with 
applicable regulations and requirements, building codes and 
even wind loading concerns. They truly went out of their way to 
make sure we were educated on the system and pleased with the 
installation. 

This was a very rewarding experience which began with a goal 
of wanting to make our home fully renewably powered by working 
with a local team and culminated with meeting great members of 
our community, keeping our dollars local while also supporting 
other American renewable technology manufacturers. We found 
kindred spirits at BE and we can’t recommend them highly enough!

Megan Nedzinski and Joshua Faulkner – 
South Starksboro, VT

“We are loving our new 
heat pump - it’s like our 
house suddenly got bigger!  
The room has been warm 
even on recent cold nights 
- very impressive.”

 -Viveka Fox
and

Peter Macfarlane, 
Addison, VT

“Bristol Electronics makes it easy for you to go solar.
From the detailed, patient explanations, to the rebates, 

estimates and permits, Bristol Electronics takes care of it all. 
I obtained several quotes from various companies but it was 
Bristol Electronics who ultimately won my business with their 
friendly, approachable attitude and superior knowledge of the 
technology. When I began this project I was uneducated and 
apprehensive. Now I fi nd myself encouraging my friends and 
family to call Bristol Electronics for a free quote and explanation 
because I truly believe in their product and company. They are 
highly skilled and professional in every respect.

Stephen and his crew encouraged my children’s curiosity and 
made learning fun for them. Little things like making handprints 
in the cement of our solar system sparked talks about reducing 
your carbon footprint and how everyone can help, even 
children. The whole experience could not have been easier or 
better. Seeing the power meter run backwards is just icing on 
the cake.”

   Heather Shepard – Bristol

If you have been considering solar, heat pumps, or whole house batteries,
please give us a call to discuss your options.
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