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Drivers get folks where they need to go
Volunteers provide 
key transportation
By JOHN S. McCRIGHT

ADDISON COUNTY — Dave 
Andrews doesn’t have a regular 
workweek, but he still likes to get 
out and see people.

“I’ve been retired quite a while 
and I really enjoy the contact this 
gives me with people not part 
of my normal social circle,” the 
77-year-old Middlebury resident 
said.

“This” is Dial-A-Ride, a 
service for which he serves as a 
volunteer driver.

Dial-A-Ride offers a lift to 
people who need to get places 
that either aren’t served by typical 
bus schedules or who need a 
little more one-on-one care than 
a bus can provide. Dial-A-Ride 
depends on volunteer drivers to 
pick up passengers and give them 
life-changing access to medical 
appointments, food shopping and 
other necessities. 

It is managed by Tri-Valley 
Transit, the bus service that 
formed from the merger of 
Middlebury-based Addison 
County Transit Resources and 
Randolph-based Stagecoach,

Volunteers use their own cars 
and get a reimbursement for the 
miles they drive.

Andrews welcomes the 
chance to help people get to 
critical services like dialysis or 
methadone treatments. But he 
also just likes to talk with people.

“I’ve been in Middlebury since 
1982, so quite a few of these 
people I know somewhat,” he 
said.

This service is available to 
eligible residents of Addison, 
Orange and Northern Windsor 
counties and provides support for 
elderly, disabled and Medicaid-
eligible neighbors who can’t 
drive themselves or access buses.

Rides to doctor’s appointments 
can take volunteer drivers to 
Burlington or even to New 
Hampshire to see a physician at 
Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical 
Center. TVT asks for Dial-a-Ride 
clients to give at least 48 hours (See Rides, Page 10C)

notice before they need a ride, 
because it can take many phone 
calls to match a volunteer driver to 
the time that is needed.

Like a lot of other volunteer 
drivers, Sara Kurtz found herself 
with some extra time on her hands. 
She had an extremely stressful job 
and was getting kind of burned out, 
so she moved to part-time. She was 
casting about and saw a call out 
from TVT and she thought, “ I do 
love to drive, it’s something I’ve 
always loved to do,” Kurtz recalled.

So she tried it, and she fell in love 
with it.

“Every passenger I’ve had has 
been great,” the Addison resident 
said.

Beginning in 2020, Kurtz had to 
have passengers sit in the back seat 
because of COVID-19 restrictions. 
But since that requirement was 
lifted she has them sit in the front 
with her.

“If they’re in the back I felt like 
more of a taxi driver,” she said. “I 
want to talk to people.”

Rick Collins has been 
volunteering as a driver since 
December. The reason he started 

doing this is pretty common. The 
65-year-old Bridport resident was 
wrapping up a job as a quality 
manager at Collins Aerospace 
in Vergennes in which he was 
working 60 hours per week. He 
didn’t want that kind of intensity.

“I was retiring kind of,” Collins 
said. “I didn’t want right back into 

a full-time job.”
So he created some side jobs 

and he decided to do volunteer 
driving to fill in around those other 
activities. He said TVT works 
around his schedule.

“They are very accommodating,” 
he said. “I seem to be at a good 

ADDISON COUNTY — 
Clambering the stream banks in 
rubber boots on a spring morning. 
Leaning forward to fill a sample 
vial with cold river water. 
Working with a team to carefully 
note down details.

These are typical things 
you would see with the 
Addison County River Watch 
Collaborative, which runs on 
volunteer power and precision 
(and perhaps a little coffee). 

River Watch monitors and 
assesses the condition and uses 
of local rivers. It does this 
with hands-on volunteers who 
comprise a fine network of citizen 
scientists who will collect water 
samples in six watersheds around 
the county during spring and 
summer.

Trained volunteers sample 
rivers in these watersheds 
twice per month (on Tuesday 
mornings) from late April to early 
September.

The organization held its annual 
training orientation session earlier 
this month. Hands-on training 
in the field will take place this 

Volunteers help keep 
our watersheds clean

(See Rivers, Page 9C)

People who care about literacy  
get books in front of children

ADDISON COUNTY — All 
kinds of organizations depend 
on volunteers, and they do so to 
different extents.

One local organization that is run 
entirely by volunteers is Addison 
County Readers, the local chapter of 
Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library. 

It’s an international preschool 
literacy program that mails a free, 
high-quality, age-appropriate book 
to the homes of registered children 

age birth-5 years. 
New volunteers are always 

welcome, particularly for general 
publicity via social media and other 
communication avenues and for 
recruitment of children in the various 
Addison County towns. Volunteers 
also support ACR’s Books at 
Birth program, which collaborates 
with the Porter Medical Center 
Birthing Center to give all families 

(See Readers, Page 3C)

SARA KURTZ, A volunteer for Tri-Valley Transit’s Dial-A-Ride program, drops off passenger Elaine McLaren 
to Project Independence on Friday. Kurtz likes to have riders sit in the front seat with her so it doesn’t feel so 
much like a taxi service.

Independent photo/Steve James

VOLUNTEER DRIVER DAVE Andrews has lived in Addison County 
40 years and is happy to know quite a few people for whom he provides 
trips through Dial-A-Ride. 

Independent photo/John S. McCright

PROJECT INDEPENDENCE PATRON Elaine McLaren gets a hand from Rick Beers outside Elderly Services in Middlebury as Dial-A-Ride 
volunteer driver Sara Kurtz drops her off. The program gives a lift to people who need to get to critical services but aren’t served by typical bus 
schedules or who need more assistance than a bus can provide.

Independent photo/Steve James

MARIE THEBERGE, A volunteer for the Addison County River Watch 
Collaborative, uses a phosphorus test strip to check a water sample from a 
Middlebury stream during the 2021 testing season. River Watch depends 
on a corps of volunteer citizen scientists to monitor the health of six local 
watersheds. Independent file photos/William Haig

ADDISON COUNTY RIVER 
Watch Collaborative volunteer 
Marie Theberge, left, confers with 
Technical Coordinator Monica 
Przyperhart during a 2021 water 
sampling event in Middlebury. River 
Watch has many volunteers who 
take water samples and mark down 
test results.
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Thank You Volunteers For All You Do For Our Community!

Thank you, Volunteers!
National Volunteer Week is about inspiring and recognizing volunteerism in our communities.

In honor of National Volunteer Week, RSVP and our Addison County nonprofits would like 
to recognize the many dedicated volunteers who have invested their time to help keep our 

community strong, safe and well cared for during this time.
We greatly appreciate your support and generosity.

Abby - 
  Middlebury College 
Gretchen Adsit
Raquel Albarran
Mattie Alpaugh
Emilia Andersen
Pat Anderson
Declan Anderson
Jean Andersson-Swayze
Glenn Andres
Barbara Andres
David Andrews
Laura Asermily
Nelly Aranibar-Salomon
Jeannette Armell
Sarah Ashe

Derrick Bailey
Gretchen Bailey
Charlie Bain
Dinah Bain
Katie Baker
Moriah Baker
Martha Baldwin
Marilyn Barbato
Ellen Barbera
Jan Bark
Jennifer Barker
Jane Barlowe
Julie Barry
Jean Bateson
Marita Bathe-Schine
Sandi Bauer
Katie Beadle
David Bearor
Eileen Bearor
Beth Beauchamp
Karly Beavers
Tyler Beayon
Eloise Beil
Margie Bekoff
Cindy Belanger
Dick Bemis
David Bennett
Erin Bent
Alice Berninghausen
John Berninghausen
Libby Berry
Kathy Bessette
Anna Betz
John Betz
Krystal Bigelow
Anne Bijur
Deb Bird
David Bishop
Janet Bishop
Robert Black
Judith Blake
Gail Blasius
Victoria Blewer
Leslie Blow
Amanda Bodell
Janet Bogdan
Lynne Boie
Curtis Borden
Sid Bosworth
Trey Bosworth
Sheila Bothwell
Jenna Bourassa
Clement Bourgon
Sarah Bourne
Suzanne Boyle
Richard Brach
Cole Bradford
Kara Bradford
Bethanie Brady Farrell
Linda Braginton
Kira Braham
Gayl Braisted
Katherine Branch
Jessica Breault
Edward Brennan
George Brewer
Mary Lou Bright
Neil Brons
Catherine Brooks
Ron Browe
Judy Brown
Stacey Brown
Mei Mei Brown
Catherine Bryne
Michelle Bulley
Constance Bumbeck
Emily Bulczynski
Joan Burt
Jane Burton
Bruce Byers
Sue Byers

Kim Callahan
Michael  Cameron
Eliana Cañas-Parra
Margaret Carothers

Margaret Catillaz
Bruce Catlin
Holly Catlin
Carol Causton
Martha Chaplin
Charlie - 
   Middlebury College
Charlotte Chase
Jessica Chatfield
Ronnie Chirnoff
Sylvie Choiniere
Teresa Churchill
Veronica Ciambra
Jon Ciappa
Judith Clark
David Clark
Kathy Coakley
Lucinda Cockrell
Rachel Codding
Judy Cole
Maria Collette
Owen Collette
Anne Collins
Rick Collins
Kevin Conchieri
Mary Conlon
Connor - 
   Middlebury College 
Geoff Conrad
Maureen Conrad
Mike Corbett
Diane Cota
Courtney - 
   Middlebury College
Matthew Cox
Mary Ruth Crawford
Meg Crosby
Bill Cunningham
Laurie Curler
Dan Currier
Nicole Curvin

Barbara Darling
Polly Darnell
Dan D’Avignon
Ted Davis
James Calvin Davis
Mickey Davis
Craig Davis
Lori Davis
Mark Dean
Renee Dean
Lyn DeGraff
Caroline DeLisle
Magdalena Deloya
Corie DeMatties
Glenna M.  Densman
Sandy Desorda
Mike Dever
Karlene DeVine
Deborah Dickerson
Krista Diego
Steven Diehl
Flora Diehl-Noble
Mary Dodge
David Dodge
Jessica Doos
Levi Doria
Jilly dos Santos
Eliza Doucet
Emma Doucet
Julia Doucet
Amy Douglas
Dorothy Douglas
Naomi Drummond
Kathleen Duclos
Lyn DuMoulin
Dot Dunham
Frankie Dunleavy-
  Yeaton
Judy Dunning

Jim Eagan
Margaret Eagan
William Eber
Deb Eddington
Beth Eddy Montello
Jamie Edwards-Orr
Barbara Ekedahl
Marc Elbaum
Cecilia Elwert
Deb Emerson
Glenna Emilo
Judy English

John Fallon
Lois Farnham
Pamela Farnsworth
Nicolas Farrell
Adam Fasoli
Grey Fearon
Ellen Fenn

Miguel Fernandez
Linda Field
Dan Fields
Peggy Fischel
Taija Fish
Sylvia Fisk
Lynne Fittje
Barbara Fitzpatrick
Barbara Fleming
Elwyn Flynn
Kelly Flynn
Sandy Fogg
Ann Folger
Nancy Foster
Ellery Foutch
Christina Frandino
Bill Frank
Bob Franzoni
Janet Fredericks
Beverley Freeguard
Jacob Freeman
Ben Freund
Mark Friis
Ben Fuller
Peter Fuller

Jacki Galenkamp
Barbara Ganley
Alex Gemme
Juliet Gerlin
Suzanne Germain
Gracie Getman
Mary Gill
Susan Gingras
Donald Glauber
Richard Glidden
Rita Glidden
Silvia Gonzalez
Christopher Grace
Amy Graham
Peter Grant
Larry Green
Melissa Green
Sharon Greene
Barbara Greenewalt
Susan Grigg
Vaughn Grimes
Jessica Guter

Helen Haerle
Wilma Hallock
Jane Halpin
Francine Hamberlin
Ali O. Hamedani
Chenoa Hamilton
Kari Hansen
Alicia Harder
Anna Hardway
Peter Hare
Kathleen Harriman
Bill Hart
Kaitlyn Harwood
Audrey Hathaway
Bridget Hauman
Helmut Heitzker
Eric  Heller
Barbara Herrington
Lindsey Hescock
Kelly Hickey
Helmut Hietzker
Gail Hietzker
Lois Higbee
Ed Hilbert
Edwina Ho
Mandy Hodson
Marsha Hoffman
Amy Hoffman
Sally Holland
Tim Hollander
David Holmes
Judy Holmes
Peter Hopper
Anne Hornbeck
Michelle Houghton
Courtney Houston
   DeBisschop
Art Howard
Esther Howlett
Sue Hoxie
Stan Huber
Sara Huddleston
Mandy Hudson
Rebecca Huestis
Sheila Huestis
Arlene Hunt
Patti  Hunt
Gale Hurd

India -
   Middlebury College 
Steve Ingram
Maude Irwin

Martin Isack
Elaine Ittleman
Nancy Iwanicki

David Jablonski
Woody Jackson
Pat Jackson
Holmes Jacobs
Travis Jacobs
Sandra James
Mark Jensen
Mary Jerome
Judy Jessup
Kathy Jewett
Steve Jewett
Lynsie Johnson
Shari Johnson
Mary Johnson
Christina Johnston
Hayley Jones
Ann Jones-Weinstock
Gus Jordan
Thea Joseph

Peggy Kadima-Mazela
Rachel Kahan
Cheryl Kater
Roger Kayser
Peggy Keith
Nathaniel Klein
Judith Kennedy
Christine Ketcham
Mike Kiernan
Matthew Kimble
Tim King
Debbie Kirby
Brad Kohler
Amanda Korodi
Carol Kress
John Kromer
Kim Kurak
Sarah Kurtz
Mia Kutchukian

Linda Laberge
Michelle LaBombard
Barbara LaFramboise
Kate LaMancuso
Evelyn Landis
Joann Langrock
Linn Larson
Lise Lathrop
Matt LaValley
Peggy Lawrence
Larry Lawson
Merle Lee-Edwards
Melanie Leider
Brittany Leno
Susie Leonard
Brandon Levenson
Nancy Lewis
Patty Lewis
Eric Lindstrom
Joelle Logan
Marjorie London
Rachel Longaway

Carrie MacFarlane
Laura Mack
Kathy Mackey
Neil Mackey
Sue Mackey
Courtney Mackey
Jill Madden
Mike Maheu
Larry Maier
Kathy Malzac
Dorothy Mammen
Michael Manley
Deborah Many
George Marcus
Nancy Marcus
Liz Marino
Liz Markowski
Conor Marrinan
Patti Marrinan
Megan Marsh
Sara Marshall
Cindy Marshall
Hannah Martin
Rux Martin
Liz Martino
Aiden Masters
Abby Matson
George Matthew
Alice Maurer
Nancy Maxwell
Chip Mayer
Pat Mayo
Meghan McAlary
Amy McAninch

Stuart McAninch
Susannah McCandless
Patty McCormick
Helen McFerran
Grace McGrath
Ed McGuire
Lynn McKenna
Lucy McKeon
Marilyn McLaughlin
Aidan McMillan
Carolina Menendez
   Ferreira
Robert Merchant
George Merkel
Barbara Merz
John Metcalfe
Daniela Michaels
Ed Miller
Rick Miller
Jeff Minns
Joy Minns
Rob Moeller
Chris Monje
Alan Moore
Tom Morgan
Elizabeth Morrison
Pat Morrow
Lenore Morse
Janet Mosurick
Karin Mott
Alicia Moyer
Kerry Mulcahy
Lorrie Muller
Maryann Mullins
Alice Munson
Julia Munz
Peg Myhre
Scott Myrick

Mike Nason
Elizabeth Nault
Terrence Naumann
Fran Nelson
Nora Nelson
Susan Nelson
Dottie Neuberger
Ruby Neustadt
Ryan Nevius
Tom Nicholson
Bridget Nilsson
Jenn Nixon

Mary O’Brien
Elizabeth Oettinger
Lauren Ogden
Jeff Olson
K.O. Onufry
Nancy Orvis
Shawn Oxford

Cathy Palmer
Gisela Palmer
Kathy Palmer
Diane Palmeri
Shirley Parfitt
Garreth Parizo
Wendy Parker
Faith Parkins
Julie Parkinson
Jaime Parmelee
Julie Peddie
Don Peddie
Lucy Pelligrini
Sarah Peluso
Natalie Peters, emeritus
Terri Phelps
Kristin Phillips
Jane Phinney
Priscilla Pierce
Paige Pierson
Myrrh Pitkin
Nikhil Plouffe
May Poduschnick
Robert Poirier
Susan Polk
Stacey Powers
Chris Prickett
Marilyn Prior
Eben Punderson
Linda Punderson
Dorothy Punderson
Holly Puterbaugh
Deanetta Putnam
Spence Putnam
Will Pyle

Amy Quenneville
David Quesnel
Kevin Quiet
Diane Quiet

     A

     B

     C

     D

     E

     H

     F

     G

     I

     L

     J

     K

     M

     N

     O

     Q

     P

     S

     V

     T

     W

     Z

     Y

Jill Rainville 
Yvonne Rathbun
Kathleen Ready
Patricia Reid
Steve Reigle
Nancy Remsen
Alice Reynolds
Sheila Rheaume
Adam Rice
Llyn Rice
Pearl Riney
Mary Rizos
Sarah Robart
Sean Roberts
Elizabeth Robinson
James Robinson
Erin Roche
Alicia Rodriguez
Laurene Rogers
Ronnie Romano
Gaziena Roorda
Lizzie Ross
Danielle Rougeau
Julian Roy
Erin Ruble
Ron Rucker
Nancy Rucker
Paul Ruffolo
Jim Runcie
Paige Russell
Maggie Ryan
Samantha Ryan
Vera Ryersbach
Peter Ryersbach

Marshall Sanchez
Steven Sanchez
Monica Sanchez Webb
Lena Sandler
Marilyn Sandoval Nulsen
Pat Santner
Santo Santoriello
Gary Sarachan
Lisa Sargent
Mary Saudade
Barb Saunders
Sibylle Saunders
Maxine Saville
Nancy Sawyer
Chris Schaner
Monica Schaner
Ed Scollon
Grace Seale
Sue Sears
Maggi Shadroui
Regina Shea
Jane Shepard
Kieran Sheridan
Deborah Sherry
Mark Shiff
Russ Sholes
Joey David Siesholtz
Emily Silman
Virginia Silvey
Dina Sipley
Nancy Skidmore
Gerry Slager
Earlene Smith
Kathleen Smith
Steve Smith
Tom Smith
Paul  Smith
Scott Smith
Sarah Sodaro
Pam Spatafora
Thomas Spencer
Chris Spencer
Sue Spitzner
Anja Stadelmann
Sarah Stahl
David Stameshkin
Beth Stanway
Darlene Stark
Kathy Starr
Scott Steady
Jay Stearns
Jane Steele 
Linda Steele
Joyce Stephens
Bonnie Stevens
Roza Stewart
Gloria Stokes
Frances Stone
Jeremy Stone

Susan Stone
Sharon Strassner
Rex Stratton
Walter Stugis
Chuck Strum
Lewis Suchomel
Nick Suchomel
Dave Sullivan
Christie Sumner
Rich Surprenant
Kelly Sweeney

T Tall
Cy Tall
Carolyn Tallen
Charlotte Tate
Zahra Tavalxoli
Anne Taylor
Karen Taylor
John Tenny
Ken Terrien
Bern Terry
Amy Tewksbury
Winky Thomas
Lois Thompson
Carolyn Thompson
Andrea Tibbetts
Mary Beth Tichacek
Valerie Tilford
Gina Tindall
Abby Tinsley
Eileen Toomey
Silas Towler
Sarah Tully
Becky Turner
Helen Turner
Stanley Turner
Jeff Tweedy

Cherie Vachon
Roberto Veguez
Susan Veguez
Maria Luisa Verduzco
Tom Verner
Jill Vickers
Hector Vila
Sawyer Visco-Lyons

Ed Wageman
Jessica Wagener
Connie Wagner
Jan Walker
Kim Walker
Kate Wallace
Nancy Ward
Cynthia Watters
Peter Welch
Vicki Wells
Cindy Wemette
Edgar  Whitney
Vicky Wideman 
Dick Wien
Judy Wiger-Grohs
Mark Wilch
Jill Wilkens
Ken Williams
Kate Williams
Heidi Willis
Barb Wilson
Nolan Wilson
Lisa Winkler
Naomi Wolcott-MacCausland
Anna Wolosinski
Craig Wolosinski
Marnie Wood
Sara Woodruff
Lauren Wright
Rosalie Wright-Lapin
Skip Wyer

Grace Yasewicz
Amy Young
Jordan Young II

John Zahn
Pat Zeliff
Maja Zimmermann

     R



NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK • Addison Independent, Thursday, April 21, 2022 — PAGE 3C

National VOLUNTEER WEEKVOLUNTEER WEEK Celebrate Service
April 17-23, 2022

of newborns a board book and 
information about the Dolly Parton’s 
Imagination Library program.  

The Imagination Library has 
proven to be immensely popular with 
children and parents alike. Parents 
frequently report that receiving a 
book in the mail is the highlight of 
their children’s day and that many 
DPIL books are among the most 
cherished in their collection. Parents 
have told Addison County Readers 
that a new book came in the mail and 
they had to read it three times before 
their child was willing to leave the 
house the next day. For families 
whose resources are limited, the 
program has turned out to be an 
especially important resource.

In Addison County the program 
was initiated in 2007 by Ilsley 
Public Library and its then-director 
David Clark for Middlebury 
children. It was the first program 
offered in Vermont. Before any 
books were even shipped, Addison 
County Readers (ACR), a Vermont 
non-profit, was created to expand 
the program to all of Addison 
County. Addison County Readers is 
an all-volunteer organization which 

has been sponsoring the program 
since the first books were shipped in 
January 2008.

The Addison County program 
currently provides books to more 
than 1,000 children in all 23 county 
towns. There are 15 Dolly Parton’s 
Imagination Library affiliates in the 
Vermont that send books to almost 
5,000 children. There is a legislative 
proposal to expand the program to 
cover the entire state.

Many members of the ACR board 
have been with the organization for 
over a decade. Dinah Bain and Pat 
Anderson have been involved with 
Addison County Readers and the 
program from the very beginning 
in 2007. Mary Dodge, a former 
kindergarten teacher, has been 
involved for almost as long. 

The group feels strongly that the 
best way to support literacy and 
have children ready for school is 
to provide books in the home. That 
has been shown to have the most 
effective and long-lasting impact. To 
further this mission as a volunteer 
with Addison County Readers, 
please visit addisoncountyreaders.
org.

Readers
(Continued from Page 1C)

BRISTOL — Volunteers have 
been working hard to update 
the skatepark at the Bristol Hub 
Teen Center, next to the Bristol 
recreation fields. Supporters are 
working to replace all the metal 
and make sure the wood structures 
are solid. 

With the warm and dry weather 
coming, the Hub is looking to 
address more skatepark deficiencies 
and thus needs more helpers. Those 
who are interested should email 

Taylor Welch at bristolhub@gmail.
com. Please include your phone 
number or email address, as well 
as when during the week you might 
be available, and you’ll receive 
a text or email suggesting work 
times/dates.

The Hub Teen Center & 
Skatepark serves youth from 
ages 12 to 19 with the mission 
of providing a safe, supervised, 
substance-free environment when 
school is not in session.

Skatepark needs volunteers

Rough and ready to help
A GROUP OF teenage volunteers from the Congregational Church 

of Middlebury’s youth group gave four days of their time and effort to 
haul wooden logs 3.5 miles up the Emily Proctor Trail in the Green 
Mountains this past July. The wood provided the foundations for 
a “moldering privy,” a type of outdoor restroom that provides less 
potential for groundwater contamination and also accelerates the 
decomposition of human waste. The youngsters and a few adult 
advisers also constructed the privy’s foundations, leaving the next 
set of volunteers who’ll work on the outhouse a generous head start. 
Above, Jack Wallace drills a pilot hole in lumber that will be part of 
the foundation with help from Amanda Kearns and Lucas Nelson. 
Left, Anna Berg nails together the foundation with assistance from 
Peter Nelson.
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 Richard Brach, Open Door Clinic  
 Rich started volunteering for the Open Door Clinic back in 2014, when he was a Middlebury 

College student, and would come each year to do the unsavory task of moving a year’s worth 
of charts from one file cabinet to another. A pre-med student then, Rich didn’t speak Spanish 
and was willing to help in any way he could. It’s been a pleasure to see him graduate from 
Middlebury, get accepted to medical school, and become fluent in Spanish along the way. 
Rich is on the verge of graduating and starting an exciting new chapter of residency at UCLA 
with our beloved staff member Paola – who he met while volunteering at ODC! Even in his 
fourth year of medical school, Rich continues to volunteer in any way he can, either greeting 
patients at the front desk, helping them fill bags with food through our gleaning collaboration, 
or interpreting for their appointment. What does Rich enjoy most about volunteering? “The 
people. ODC attracts some of the kindest, most dedicated, and most interesting people as 
volunteers and staff. They put 110% effort into their work on any task, no matter how small, 
and the energy of this work environment is contagious and motivates me to be more dedicated 
and humanistic. The same can be said for the patients we serve, many of whom volunteer 
alongside us. The collaborative nature of this organization’s work brings us closer and makes 
everyone better human beings.” For the past four years Rich has also volunteered with an UVM 
medical student group called “Here to Help”, providing meals, clothes, hygiene products, 
showers, haircuts, and other resources to low-income individuals. “We host the event every 
3rd Saturday of the month in the multipurpose room of the First Congregational Church in 
Burlington. My primary role has been giving free haircuts (I cut my own!) and trying to recruit 
other volunteer hairstylists.” We will miss you – and Paola – very much, Rich. Thank you for 
everything you’ve done for the Open Door Clinic over the last eight years.

Kathleen Ready, Open Door Clinic 
 Kathleen Ready, RN, started volunteering at the Open Door Clinic back in 2009. After 

a couple of years, she took some off time from us, and rejoined the ODC when we most 
needed her: March 2020, as the pandemic was unfolding. Kathleen enthusiastically and 
competently jumped right into the chaotic fray of the clinic during COVID and kept us 
afloat. Not only is she a calming, kind presence, but she is a quick learner and incredibly 
generous with her time. “What I most enjoy about volunteering at the ODC is the optimism 
that is shared by the patients, staff and volunteers. Despite the challenges that the ODC 
community experiences, everyone is working hard to take care of themselves and their 
families. It is a positive place with a big heart.”, she says. Kathleen lives in New Haven and 
has dedicated about 160 hours to the ODC since she started. The community is lucky to 
have you, Kathleen. We couldn’t have accomplished what we did in the last couple of years 
without you, thank you very much!

 Alicia Rodriguez, Open Door Clinic 
 Alicia Rodriguez, a resident of Salisbury, has served for a number of years on Open 

Door Clinic’s Board, but this is not her only role. She started volunteering back in 2015 as 
a medical interpreter. “I most enjoy helping interpret for the Hispanic community, giving 
them confidence in something as important as health. When I arrived in Vermont, my 
husband and I didn’t speak English and we were in the same situation as many of ODC’s 
patients. When my daughter was born, I only had access to an interpreter over the phone 
and he wasn’t even Spanish-speaking. It was traumatic for me to feel so vulnerable, not be 
able to express myself, and not have someone to represent me in something as important 
as health. I also love being able to work together with the doctors, especially with Dr. 
(Christopher) Grace. It is an honor for me to be able to work with them and see that our 
interests align to make patients feel confident knowing that we can meet their medical 
needs. It also makes me feel very happy to be able to give a little, given how much ODC 
gives to the Mexican community.” Alicia has also been volunteering at the Festival on the 
Green for around 15 years, doing whatever is needed, such as setting up chairs, cleaning 
up after the show is over, collecting donations, and working in the kitchen. And two years 
ago, she was one of the founders of St. Ambrose/St. Peter’s Migrant Outreach Caring 
Community. “We provide spiritual help to the Hispanic community organizing a minimum 
of four masses in Spanish a year, followed by a gathering with donated food to share with 
other community members. I think that socializing is very important because, as we know, 
working on the farms is very isolating. We also cover other needs such as clothing, air 
conditioners in summer, and food pantries.” Our community is certainly lucky to have you, 
Alicia! Thank you for your dedication all these years, we can’t express how much proud we 
are of you, and how grateful we are for your services. ¡Muchas gracias! 

Susan “Chuchi” Veguez, Open Door Clinic  
 Susan Veguez, also affectionately known as “Chuchi”, started volunteering for the Open 

Door Clinic about two decades ago. We started documenting her hours back in 2005, when our 
system was set up, but she probably started a few years before that. Since then, we’ve recorded 
about 710 hours of volunteering, and those are only the hours we’ve been able to document. 
We feel safe to say Susan has volunteered at least ten times that number! Susan dedicates her 
days helping Latinx children and mothers around Addison County getting whatever they need, 
should it be enrolling for Dr. Dynasaur, getting to soccer practice, interpreting at medical 
appointments, dentists, specialists, school meetings, you name it. Her love and commitment 
deservingly won her WomenSafe’s Kimberly Krans Award in 2015. “I enjoy working with the 
wonderful, dedicated staff at ODC, and of course the many hard-working families who keep 
our farms going and enrich our community in so many ways. The immigrant families that 
depend on the wonderful staff and volunteers at ODC have enriched all our lives far more than 
we could have imagined decades ago!” A resident of Cornwall, Susan has served in ODC’s 
Board of directors in the past, when she was critical to increasing our services to non-English 
speaking patients. She has also volunteered doing morning chores at a horse barn for many 
years, and for about 40 years, Susan taught figure skating as a volunteer to area youth (and 
in later years to the children of farm workers). Susan is a steadfast volunteer who supports our 
clinic in whatever way we ask her to. We couldn’t do it without you, Susan, and we are very 
grateful you and Roberto chose to call Addison County your home. ¡Muchas gracias!

MANY THANKS TO  
COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS

We are seeking to grow our volunteer 
program. Our in-depth comprehensive 
volunteer training is remote, online,
and self-paced. If you are a trained 

volunteer or a new volunteer,
we would love to meet you!

254 Ethan Allen Highway, New Haven (Rte 7)  |  ACHHH.org

Addison County Home Health and Hospice  
salutes the community volunteers
who are using their time,
talents and resources to help others
in these challenging times.
We are especially
thankful for our agency
volunteers who visit
our patients and
provide such warmth
and comfort to them.

To learn more about our  
growing volunteer program please contact  

Heather Barry at  
802-388-7259 or hmbarry@achhh.org

Thank you, 
Addison County 

volunteers! 
You help keep this  
community going!

32 PINE ST   | BRISTOL, VT  05443   |  802-453-2381  |  JackmansInc.com

Amanda Bodell, Addison County Restorative Justice Services 
Amanda Bodell, of Waltham, has been a volunteer with Addison County Restorative Justice 

Services for the past year. Amanda meets with other panel volunteers and ACRJ staff to work with 
program participants as they account for their actions, acknowledge those affected, and plan for 
repair/restoration to move forward with their lives. She is thoughtful and empathic towards the 
participants and supportive in helping them think about repairing harm. Amanda most enjoys the 
sense of community built as panel members, and participants develop an understanding of each 
other. “The program’s success requires open, honest communication and full commitment by 
all involved. It is rewarding to see the positive impact the Restorative Justice process can have in 
supporting people to repair harm and plan for more physically, socially and emotionally healthy 
futures.” Amanda also volunteers her time at the Boys and Girls Club in Vergennes and Sweet 
Charity ReSale Store. Thank you for all you do, Amanda!

To all our wonderful volunteers, 
thank you for helping to keep the 
wheels of our community turning 

- even during the pandemic!
We could not do it without you!

282 Boardman St., Middlebury • 802-388-3608
www.hope-vt.org

33 Seymour Street | Middlebury | 388-7620

Let us help you drive 
safe. Stop in today!

Thank you  
volunteers for  
keeping our 
community  

running.

PARTS & SUPPLIES
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Homeward Bound
Addison County’s Humane Society

236 Boardman St. • Middlebury • 388-1100

Please visit our website
www.homewardboundanimals.org

for information on our 
volunteer program.

Homeward Bound wants all 
our volunteers – our board 
members, our dedicated dog 
walkers and cat socializers, 
our dynamic community 
outreach ambassadors, our 
tireless foster care families, 
our clerical and customer 
service folks, and everyone 
in the community who steps 
up when asked for help – to 
know how very grateful we are for your support 
and commitment!

Grace McGrath, Addison 
County Restorative 
Justice Services 

 Grace McGrath of Middlebury 
has been a volunteer with 
Addison County Restorative 
Justice Services for the past 
five years. Grace serves on 
Restorative Justice Panels and 
her role involves supporting 
participants to be accountable 
for their actions and make 
repairs for those actions. Grace 
enjoys her work and finds it 
rewarding to help people who 
have committed crimes accept 
responsibility, make amends 
to victims, and restore the 
community’s trust. “Grace is 
thoughtful and empathetic and 
always brings clarity to her work 
with participants,” describes 
ACRJS Executive Director Jean 
Stone. “She is a valued member 

Kate Williams, Addison 
County Restorative 
Justice Services 

 Kate Williams of Leicester 
has served as a Panel Member 
for Addison County Restorative 
Justice Services for the past year. 
Kate joins other community 
members on the panel to talk 
with people who have offended 
and help them take responsibility 
for their actions and take steps 
to repair what harm they have 
caused. Kate shares, “I feel that 
we need a more restorative 
and less punitive system for 
those who break the law in this 
community.” ACRJS Executive 
Director Jean Stone appreciates 
Kate’s help and describes, 
“Kate participates on both 
the Diversion and Reparative 
Panels. She is skilled at asking 
questions to support participants 
and to help them to understand 

Elizabeth Oettinger, 
Addison County 
Restorative Justice 
Services  

Elizabeth Oettinger, of 
Middlebury, has been an ACRJS 
Community Representative for 
the past 6 months. Elizabeth 
represents the community at 
monthly panel meetings where 
offenders become accountable, 
make repair actions, and 
move forward. What she most 
appreciates about the work is “the 
chance to help the offenders, the 
victim, and the community heal 
and move forward together”. 
Executive Director Jean Stone is 
grateful for her help, “Elizabeth 
volunteers her time on Diversion 
and Reparative Panels. She 
is thoughtful and committed 
to restorative justice, and we 
are fortunate to have her!”. 
Elizabeth has been involved with 
St. Stephen’s Church for the past 

Steve Jewett, Addison County Restorative Justice Services 
 Steve Jewett of Middlebury has volunteered with Addison County Restorative Justice Services 

for the past 2 years. Steve participates in groups that support people being released from 
incarceration, providing weekly support and accountability. He also sits on panels that seek to 
help restore damage a convict has done to the community and their victims. “I enjoy working 
with such dedicated staff and community members,” says Steve. “I’m learning a lot about our 
justice system and the background stories of people who are trying to re-center our community. 
I enjoy the friendships most of all”. Jean Stone of ACRJS expresses, “Steve is a member of our 
Circles of Support and Accountability Team (COSA), which supports high-risk individuals re-
entering the community from incarceration. The focus is on increasing safety for the community 
as well as the participant. Steve is kind and caring and is committed to supporting participants 
to make healthy, lasting change. During the past two years, Steve has attended COSA virtually 
from different locations around the globe”. Steve has volunteered with the Charter House 
Coalition for 10 years, and has sung with the Middlebury Congregational Church for the past 
7 years. We are grateful for your contributions, Steve!

Peter Ryersbach, Addison County Restorative Justice Services  
Peter Ryersbach of Starksboro has volunteered with Addison County Restorative Justice 

Services for the past 13 Years. While serving as a Board Member, Peter trained to work on 
Court Diversion Panels. He has continued in that role and become a team member with Core 
Participants of the Circle of Support and Accountability (COSA) and on Tamarack and Reparative 
Panels.  It is meaningful to Peter that the community of people involved help validate that harm 
done does not discredit the humanity of the person doing harm and accepting responsibility for 
their actions. He most appreciates how “the COSA, especially, becomes a social family, sharing 
food, sharing thoughts, sharing feelings, and sharing insight.” Jean Stone, Executive Director for 
ACRJS describes, “Peter is passionate about restorative justice and giving back to his community. 
Peter has served on the Board of Directors in the past and is involved with several panels. He has 
gone above and beyond, most recently collecting signatures for ACRJS in Starksboro where he 
resides. We truly appreciate everything he does for ACRJS participants.” Peter has volunteered 
with the Guardian ad Litem Program 3 years and with the Starksboro Food Shelf for 6 years. 
Thank you for the difference you make, Peter!  

Cindy Wemette, Addison County Restorative Justice Services 
 Cindy Wemette of Middlebury began her work with Addison County Restorative Justice Services 

by serving as a member of the Court Diversion Panel and assisting with their accounting functions. 
Cindy has continued these roles and now serves as a Board Member for ACRJS. Cindy has 
appreciated the opportunity to broaden her knowledge of the restorative programs available 
to the residents of Addison County. She enjoys using her accounting background to assist the 
agency with internal controls, accounting, and audit needs and working with the dedicated 
staff. Jean Stone of ACRJS says, “Cindy has donated her time and efforts to support the agency 
and has a keen eye for detail that is so helpful. Her experience with accounting is invaluable, 
and she has been instrumental in helping the agency adjust its accounting practices during the 
pandemic to meet best practice”. Cindy formerly served as Treasurer for Friends of Hockey and 
the Congregational Church and worked as an AARP Tax-Aide Volunteer this year. Thank you for 
your generosity, Cindy!

Erin Ruble, Addison 
County Restorative 
Justice Services 

Erin Ruble of New Haven has 
served as a Reparative Panel 
member with Addison County 
Restorative Justice Services 
since 2016. In this role, Erin 
supports participants to take 
responsibility for their actions 
and make repairs for the 
harm they caused. Erin enjoys 
connecting with community 
members and helping to make 
things better. “I sit on panels that 
help guide participants to repair 
the damage they have caused 
so they can get their lives back 
on track.” 

Erin’s volunteer work also 
includes serving as a Board 
Member of Treleven (10 
years), coordinating Four 
Winds Nature Program for 
Beeman Elementary School (9 
years), and participating in the 
PTO for Beeman Elementary 
School (7 years). Erin also 
assisted with the Children’s 
Committee for Middlebury 

of our team.” In addition to 
her work with ACRJS, Grace 
also provides Pastoral Care at 
Middlebury Friends Meetings. 
Thank you for your generous 
support, Grace!  

Friends Meeting (8 years) and 
as a member of MAUSD’s 
Community Engagement and 
Input Committees. Jean Stone, 
Executive Director of ACRJS 
describes, “Erin is committed to 
making the community a healthy 
and safe place.” Thank you for 
the work you do, Erin! 

their impact.” Kate has also 
volunteered with Age Well’s 
Meals on Wheels for the past 
two years, and the Open Door 
Clinic for the past five years. 
Thank you for the work you do, 
Kate!  

15 years, Wellspring Hospice 
Singers for the past 14 years, 
and as a hospice volunteer for 
the past 12 years. Thank you for 
all you give to the community, 
Elizabeth!  

141A Main Street, Vergennes • 877-6200
www.sweetcharityvt.com

Proceeds from our sales help support 
Women of Wisdom; and Women, Children & Families.

AN INTERESTING
RESALE SHOP

AN INTERESTING
RESALE SHOP

AN INTERESTING
RESALE SHOP

Proceeds from our sales help support 
Women of Wisdom; and Women, Children & Families.

AN INTERESTING
RESALE SHOP

TH
ANK YOU to all our

SW
EET CHARITY VOLUNTEERS!Elsa Lang

Tom Turley

Suzanne Chornyak

Sarah O’Donnell

Peggy Moccia

Lenore Morse

Sally Worthington

Maggie Catillaz
Jessica 
Sturtevant

Sabrina 
Warner

APPRECIATES VOLUNTEERS!APPRECIATES VOLUNTEERS!

24 Hour Hotline: 802-388-4205   • info@womensafe.net

WomenSafe would like to thank
our 66 dedicated volunteers who
donated 7,861 hours of their time 

during the 2021 fi scal year by:

• Staffi ng our 24/7 hotline
• Assisting people at court
• Co-facilitating support groups
• Performing administrative tasks
• Serving on our Board of Directors
• Supporting our stewardship efforts

WomenSafe could not do our work 
without the dedication and commitment 
of our volunteers. We appreciate you all!
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 Mike Corbett, Middlebury Area Land Trust  
Michael served on the MALT Board of Directors for nearly 7 

years. He started as a board member and on our TAM Trek 
committee, then assumed the Treasurer role for a number 
of years, and ended his tenure as our most recent President. 
Michael was critical to MALT’s most recent growth and 
evolution. He helped us set ambitious goals and showed up to 
get them accomplished. From making announcements at our 
annual fundraiser, TAM Trek, to helping us update bylaws, and 
navigating tricky land development issues, Michael was deeply 
engaged. Jamie Brookside, MALT’s Executive Director describes, 
“Michael is not afraid of hard or complex undertakings. He 
pairs that ambition with his unique gift of building trust with 
those on his team. Naturally, Michael was a great fit for our 
Board President as MALT quadrupled our annual budget and 
pursued a staff growth from two part-time to three full-time staff.  
Michael has a keen eye for financial strategy and a hard time 
writing short speeches, which make us love him even more!” We 
just hired our third full-time staff this year, a milestone for the 
organization that we’re so proud of. We would not have reached 
it without Michael’s ambition and all-in attitude! Michael also 
lends his time to coach youth sports, and “enjoys seeing the 

Susan Polk, Middlebury Area Land Trust 
Susan Polk, of Middlebury, has been volunteering with the 

Middlebury Area Land Trust for the past 5 years. Susan helps 
with a lot of things, including bringing chocolate, sorting and 
organizing files, proofreading documents, helping with mailings, 
and volunteering at TAM Trek, but a common theme is that her 
head sits squarely on her shoulders when the heads of the MALT 
staff explode. She is the voice of reason, encouragement, and 
reality we all need! Her organizational skills are unmatched, and 
her advice on accounting and running a business is much needed. 
This year, Susan helped us move and organize our office to fit 
another full-time staff member. Now no one has to ask where 
things are because the way Susan did it simply...makes sense! 
Susan has also volunteered with the Ilsley Library Children’s 
Room, helping sort and organize the picture book section. Susan 
shares, “I like the feeling of having accomplished something that 
needs to be done, especially if it might not get done otherwise. I 
also like to help lighten the load for busy staff who juggle many 
responsibilities.” Thank you for all you give, Susan!

Charlotte Tate, 
Middlebury Area
Land Trust  

Charlotte has been with MALT 
for a long time. She seems to 
volunteer for everything from 
TAM Trek to Trail Steward 
to Land Monitor! She is 
dependable and offers valuable 
input to our projects. This winter, 
Charlotte became one of our 
first community scientists in our 
land monitoring program. She 
has taken charge of one of the 
conserved properties that MALT 
takes care of, and will monitor 
it yearly to ensure the terms of 
the conservation easement are 
being upheld. Her background 
and expertise make her an 
invaluable member of our team. 
Charlotte also volunteers with 
the Middlebury Conservation 
Commission, Green Mountain 
Club, and enjoys “helping to care 
for our beautiful environment 
and our special community”. We 
are so grateful for your support, 
Charlotte!

Barbara Andres, Salisbury Free Public Library   
Barbara Andres has been a dedicated volunteer with the Salisbury Free Public Library for many 

years. Barbara has served as a Board Member, Secretary, and Chairman of the library’s board of 
Trustees. Co-Board Member Mary Beth Tichacek describes, “Barbara has been the Chairman of 
the Salisbury Library Board of Trustees for 9 years and held the position of secretary for many years 
prior. She has been a member almost since its inception in the 1970s. Barbara has exhibited a love 
for our tiny little library and a desire to share the gems within it with the entire community. She has 
dreamed up and worked on many programs and events for all ages. Barbara is always open to new 
ideas and willing to get involved to ensure their success. Her love for community shines through in 
all that she does for the library”. Barbara has made many other contributions to the Addison County 
Community, including serving as Chair and Secretary of the Town Hall Renovation Committee (10 
years), as Secretary for the Salisbury Cemetery Committee, as Town Meeting Committee Organizer 
(3 years), and as a Poll Volunteer (3 years). She has organized the Salisbury Ice Cream Social 
for over 40 years. Barbara also participated in the Everybody Wins! Mentoring Program (5 years), 
was a member of the Foreign Language Committee at MUMS, and helped establish the Salisbury 
kindergarten. “I have greatly enjoyed bringing people together, especially when the collaboration 
results in improvements for the community. I continue to be inspired by what can be accomplished 
where ‘Small is Beautiful.’” We are grateful to you for your service, Barbara!  

Lucinda Cockrell, Henry Sheldon Museum   
Lucinda Cockrell of Lincoln has served as President of the Henry Sheldon Museum Board of Trustees 

and as a Research Center volunteer for the past 7 years. Lucinda wears many volunteer hats at the 
Henry Sheldon Museum, but they all involve helping bring Addison County’s history and culture 
alive through the collections and community connections. Lucinda began working with archivist 
Eva Garcelon-Hart in the Stewart-Swift Research Center in 2015, creating archival inventories, 
cataloging, preserving ephemera, manuscripts, documents, and other materials, writing grants, 
and preserving digital assets. Lucinda shares, “I love working with the collections to preserve them 
and make them accessible to the public, whether that be students, researchers, teachers, or anyone 
interested in life-long learning. I like the detailed work of inventorying and cataloging, researching 
and discovering hidden treasures!” In 2018, Lucinda joined the Board of Trustees, and in 2021 
she became Board President. Eva Garcelon-Hart describes, “Lucinda came to the Sheldon with an 
extensive professional background in archives. She is extremely dependable, conscientious, and a 
pleasure to work with. Her passion and enthusiasm for the Sheldon Museum and her volunteer work 
is inspiring. As President of the Sheldon’s Board of Trustees, Lucinda exhibited strong leadership 
skills as she navigated the staff and board through the transition toward a new directorship”. 
Lucinda loves working with the staff and Board members and seeing the Museum and Research 
Center thrive. “I can truly say the Sheldon is a rare gem in Middlebury and Addison County – one 
we should all take pride in to call our own. Nowhere else can say they have the oldest community-
based museum in the nation with such a rich cultural heritage!” Lucinda also volunteers her time 
at the Lincoln Library (7 years) and the Lincoln Historical Society (4 years). We are grateful for your 
many contributions, Lucinda!  

M E M B E R  O W N E D .  M E M B E R  C O M M I T T E D .

B U S I N E S S  •  H O M E  •  A U T O  •  F A R M
Middlebur y, VT •  802-388-7917 •  co-opinsurance.com

Thank You to all the Volunteers Making  
a Difference in Our Community

JACKMAN FUELS, INC.
Serving Addison & Chittenden Counties Since 1945

205 Main Street, Vergennes • jackmanfuels.com

Thank you to all  
Addison County volunteers!

PROPANE • ULTRA LOW SULFUR FUEL OIL • KEROSENE
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICES

802-877-2661

George Merkel, Addison 
County Restorative 
Justice Services 

Vergennes Police Chief 
George Merkel has served as 
a Board Member with Addison 
County Restorative Justice 
Services for the past two years. 
George values being a part of a 
group of community volunteers 
who assist and guide those 
who are or were in the criminal 
justice system. ACRJS Executive 
Director Jean Stone appreciates 
George’s willingness to answer 
questions and always help the 
agency. George is a former 
member of the Vergennes 
Rotary, and he and his wife 
are former volunteers with 
the Vergennes Boys and Girls 
Club and foster care parents. 
Thank you, George, for your 
commitment to Addison County 
Restorative Justice. 

Juliet Gerlin, Addison 
County Restorative 
Justice Services 

  Juliet Gerlin of Cornwall has 
been volunteering with ACRJS 
for over 10 years. As a Court 
Diversion Panel Member, she 
supports the participant in taking 
responsibility for their actions 
and making steps to repair what 
harm they have caused. “I listen 
to clients, and work with the 
group and client to come up 
with an appropriate resolution. I 
like being part of a community, 
feeling that I am contributing, 
and helping people who have 
made mistakes to find a path 
forward that is a good one for 
them.” ACRJS is thankful for her 
help and how supportive she 
is to participants while helping 
to hold them responsible for 

making amends. Juliet has also 
delivered Meals on Wheels for 
the past 20 years. Thank you for 
your dedication, Juliet!

impact of my efforts on the community”. Thank you for your generosity, Michael!

@bixby_library
802-877-2211 

BixbyLibrary.org

We Love Our
Bixby Volunteers!

For ALL you do
for the people

of our community,
THANK YOU!

20 Main Street  |  Vergennes

802.877.3371  |  VergennesAH.com

Vergennes Animal Hospital  
salutes the many volunteers  

who give their time
throughout the year

for the good of the community.

Follow our renovation progress

on social media @VergennesAH

Volunteers lend a hand

in making the Little City

the best that it can be!
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Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Vermont Realty Group

32 Merchants Row, Middlebury, VT
802-388-9836  •  vtregroup.com

Your Forever Realtors, Building Relationships One Home at a Time!

We enjoy our volunteer time and thank 
all the hard working volunteers!

Martin Isack,
Homeward Bound  

Martin Isack, known fondly 
as Marty, is an exceptional 
volunteer at Homeward Bound, 
Addison County’s Humane 
Society. Marty (aka The 
Energizer Bunny) helps us keep 
our dogs enthused and happy 
5 days a week. Upon arrival 
each morning, Marty provides 
kennel and yard maintenance 
for our dogs and then transitions 
over to dog enrichment in 
the afternoons. Whether it’s 
a chance to go for a ride or a 
long walk and romp around 
our fenced dog yard, dogs just 
adore time with Marty. With his 
infectious positivity and “can-do” 
attitude, Marty is always a joy to 
have around. Marty is never shy 
to offer up help to staff members 
and volunteers alike. We are so 
fortunate and grateful to have 
Marty as part of our volunteer 
team! 

 Judy Holmes, Homeward Bound  
Judy Holmes, has been volunteering with Homeward Bound for 

over 5 ½ years. Judy provides weekly Reiki to all of our animals. 
With the Let Animals Lead Reiki method our animals are able to 
decompress and comfortably adapt to their new environment. Not 
only is her meditation calming, but Judy has an overall sense of 
peacefulness that she brings every time we see her. She loves to help 
our four-legged friends, however she never forgets about the staff! 
Judy makes sure to keep our staff “sweet” by bringing in snacks 
and candy on a regular basis. In addition to the amazing work she 
does at Homeward Bound, Judy also finds time to volunteer at the 
Rutland County Humane Society once a month. We are always in 
awe at how well the animals respond to her presence! Judy - thank 
you for giving our animals a peace of mind and for keeping us 
“sweet”!

 Mei Mei Brown, Homeward Bound  
Meet Mei Mei Brown, a self-proclaimed “Cat Lady” 

and longtime volunteer with Homeward Bound.  We 
are just one of her many volunteer efforts. Mei Mei 
also volunteers with The Rutland County Humane 
Society, Brandon Free Public Library, Brandon Feral 
Cat Assistance Program, and the Safer Society 
Foundation. Here at Homeward Bound, Mei Mei 
volunteers her time as a PetCORE Case Worker 
and as a receptionist at our weekly PetCORE 
Wellness Clinics. In addition, you’ll find Mei Mei 
assisting our vet and surgical staff by providing 
post-surgical support during spay and neuter clinics. 
Mei Mei is always willing to help our animals and 
staff regardless of the task. When asked what she 
enjoys most about volunteering, Mei Mei stated “I 
find it very satisfying to be able to give back to my 
community. Cats and books are my passion. Making 
life better for the pets makes my heart sing”. You 
make our hearts sing Mei Mei and we can’t imagine 
our community without you and your great laugh!

Ed Scollon recovering a Revolutionary War canon ball from Arnold’s Bay last 
year, courtesy of the Lake Champlain Maritime Museum 

Ed Scollon, of Moriah, N.Y., has been a Research Associate with the Lake Champlain Maritime 
Museum for 23 Years. Ed has assisted with various underwater archaeological research projects and 
the Vermont Underwater Historic Preserve as a scuba diver, boat operator, and archaeologist. As 
a historian, he has assisted with archival research, helped direct and interpret their archaeological 
fieldwork, and has made several presentations interpreting their work to the public. Ed has also 
assisted the Museum with managing their dive equipment and working on the museum grounds. “I 
enjoy diving, history, archival research, and archaeology, living in the Champlain Valley, and being 
on and in Lake Champlain. My work with the Maritime Museum combines it all. Assisting the Museum 
in exploring, documenting, preserving, protecting, and interpreting the lake’s cultural resources has 
been among my most rewarding endeavors.” Chris Sabick, Director of Research and Archaeology for 
the LCMM describes, “Ed’s varied skill sets of being a detailed and organized historic researcher as 
well as a talented archaeological diver and vessel operator are an enormously useful combination. 
Ed went above and beyond this year by offering his vessel for museum dive operations. This required 
a significant investment of time and money to ensure that various operations around the Champlain 
Valley were carried out successfully and safely.” Thank you for your many contributions, Ed!

Roger Kayser, Boys & Girls Club of Greater Vergennes
A retired professional chef and resident of Panton, Roger has 

been a one of a kind volunteer for the Boys & Girls Club of Greater 
Vergennes. The Club has been fortunate to have Roger join us, taking 
lead in activities such as the Club’s cooking program and the 2022 
Jr. Iron Chef team. His approach to working with youth has been 
to guide and teach valuable skills for youth to have as personal life 
experiences. This deeply relates to the Club’s mission to provide 
unique experiences for Boys & Girls Club members. Roger came to 
the Club as a volunteer two years ago to teach and mentor youth 
through numerous outlets of skills development. Since his time, he 
has made sure to keep in touch with the Club and offer assistance in 
all areas. His ability to create relationships and guide youth through 
hands-on activities goes the extra mile. Roger is such a delight to work 
with and we are so fortunate to count on Roger volunteering his time 
at the Boys & Girls Club of Greater Vergennes.

Emily Bulczynski, Nutrition Outreach & Mentoring  
Emily Bulczynski ‘22 is the President of the Middlebury College Community Engagement 

Organization, Nutrition Outreach & Mentoring (NOM), which provides mentorship to local youth 
through the cooking and enjoyment of food and learning about nutrition. As the club President, 
Emily coordinates partnerships with local schools and organizations, including Mary Hogan 
Elementary, Middlebury Union Middle, and the Addison Teen Center. Emily also consults with local 
dieticians and nutritionists to ensure programming is rooted in best practices for teaching kids 
about nutrition. “It’s really fun to connect with the kids while we cook together and to talk about 
trying new foods! It’s awesome when we get them to try new things like new types of vegetables, 
and it’s fun to share recipe and cooking ideas with the kids and families we work with.” Emily has 
been part of NOM for 2.5 years and works hard to plan fun and engaging activities for kids while 
recruiting new college students. Thank you for the difference you make, Emily! 

 Abbey Tinsley, Middlebury College Access Mentors 
 Abbey Tinsley ‘23 is the Co-President of the Middlebury College Community Engagement 

Organization, Middlebury College Access Mentors (MiddCAM). MiddCAM matches college 
student volunteers with local high school students to help them navigate the higher education 
admissions and financial aid process. Abbey helps coordinate mentor pairings, provides 
resources and tools to mentors and mentees, and coordinates the partnership with school 
partners. Under Abbey’s leadership, MiddCAM has worked hard to adapt their model to the 
ever-changing COVID-19 protocols, ensuring that the community is safe and that mentors 
and mentees can continue to meet regularly. Abbey helps oversee, train, and match about 
20 mentor/mentee pairs. She shares, “I truly love building relationships with the students we 
work with, and my favorite is when they decide where they want to go to school.” Thank you 
for all you do, Abbey! 

www.VergennesDowntown.org

Sincere thanks to the volunteers Sincere thanks to the volunteers 
who put their heart and energies who put their heart and energies 

into making the Little City a into making the Little City a 
great place to live, work, & play!great place to live, work, & play! 

Let’s get social:
@VergennesPartnership 

99 Court Street,  
Middlebury, VT  

www.RainbowVT.com

We are grateful
for all volunteers
who help our

community grow strong! 
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 Anna Hardway, HOPE 
Anna Hardway, of Middlebury, has been a 

food shelf volunteer with HOPE for the past 11 
years. Anna enjoys helping clients eat better and 
finds it rewarding to help others. Anna Freund, 
Food Programs Coordinator with HOPE, 
appreciates all the ways she helps out, “Anna 
helps customers in the food shelf, restocks the 
shelves, and assists with grinding coffee. She is 
always willing to pick up additional shifts and 
help us on-board new food shelf volunteers”. 
Anna has also been a long-time volunteer with 
the Community Suppers at the Congregational 
Church. She has made cookies for the Friday 
Night Suppers for the past 11 years! Thank you 
for everything you do, Anna! 

 Geoff Conrad, HOPE 
Geoff Conrad of Middlebury has 

volunteered in HOPE’s Food Shelf for the 
past two years. HOPE’s Food Program 
Coordinator, Anna Freund appreciates 
his generous support and how Geoff 
“is always willing to pitch in wherever 
needed.” Geoff enjoys his work and 
finds it gratifying to help others in need. 
He has been a Rotary Club Member for 
the past 10 years. This year he recruited 
members to help pack and deliver 
vacation snack bags to the local schools. 
Geoff has been a Shard Villa Board 
Member for 2 years and volunteered 
with Addison County Home Health and 
Hospice for 1 year.  Thank you for all 
you give, Geoff!

Rita Glidden, HOPE  
Rita Glidden of Cornwall has been a Food 

Shelf Volunteer at HOPE for the past 5 years. 
Rita enjoys stocking the shelves, packaging 
produce for distribution and helping clients 
that come in. She also offers sewing classes 
and shares cooking tips with clients. HOPE’s 
Food Programs Coordinator Anna Freund, 
appreciates Rita’s caring and welcoming nature 
and all she does to support the organization. 
Thank you for all you do for HOPE, Rita! 

Kathy Palmer, HOPE  
Kathy Palmer of Vergennes has been 

volunteering at HOPE for the past 18 years. Kathy 
assists in the warehouse and has also donated 
time to help in the food shelf. In the warehouse, 
Kathy sorts and prices household items, sorts 
and hangs clothing, and assists with incoming 
donations. Kathy shares, “I enjoy seeing people 
who I’ve known for years, and having fun with the 
employees and customers.” HOPE’s Warehouse 
Manager, Penny Thompson, greatly appreciates 
Kathy’s support. “Kathy was an employee in the 
past and that experience is priceless. Now she 
uses those skills to help out as a volunteer. She 
can jump into several tasks and work right along 
with us, always with a smile and a great sense of 
humor!” Thank you for your support, Kathy!

Mary Ruth Crawford, HOPE  
Mary Ruth Crawford of Middlebury is known 

to many as “The Book Lady”! Mary Ruth has 
been volunteering with HOPE since 1979. 
Her volunteer work involves sorting, pricing 
and shelving book donations for HOPE’s 
Resale shop. Mary Ruth is passionate about 
what she does and describes, “I love being 
at HOPE and believe in their mission. I am 
happy that my accumulated years of book 
skills are useful to them.” Penny Thompson 
manages the warehouse and is grateful for 
Mary Ruth’s expertise, “Mary Ruth oversees 
the quality of the books coming in. She has 
the ability to handle hundreds of pieces a day 
due to her experience and love of books. We 
also appreciate her help making displays and 
visiting with folks about books.” Thank you for 
your dedication to HOPE, Mary Ruth

Tom Smith, HOPE 
Tom Smith of Ripton has been 

volunteering with HOPE for 7 years. 
Tom enjoys the opportunity to help offer 
clients a choice of food items rather 
than receiving a box of pre-packed 
items. HOPE appreciates his help, “Tom 
helps customers shop in the food shelf 
and picks up milk and eggs from local 
farms. He has attention for detail and he 
keeps a close eye on our supplies”. Tom 
also volunteers with the Ripton Energy 
Assistance Program, Age Well’s Meals 
on Wheels Program, and the Addison 
Community Athletic Foundation. Thank 
you for your generosity, Tom!

Kathy Mackey, HOPE 
Kathy Mackey of Middlebury has 

volunteered in HOPE’s warehouse for 
the past 20 years. Kathy helps with new 
products and is great at looking up items 
of value. She also has a good eye for 
knowing the worth of different pieces 
including art, jewelry, collectibles, and 
clothing. Thank you for your support, 
Kathy!

Santo Santoriello, HOPE 
Santo Santoriello of Bristol assists HOPE 

as a Food Delivery Driver. Santo has been 
a volunteer with HOPE for the past several 
months, and enjoys being of help to those 
in need. Santo also volunteers with Age 
Well’s Meals on Wheels Program. Thank 
you for your contributions, Santo! 

Mike Nason, HOPE 
Mike Nason of Lincoln has served as 

a Board Chair Member of HOPE for the 
past 4 years. Mike enjoys being involved 
and supporting HOPE’s mission. Mike has 
also served as a mentor at the Lincoln 
Community School. We are grateful for all 
you do, Mike!

Bridget Hauman, Homeward Bound  
Bridget Hauman of Williston has been volunteering with Homeward Bound 

for over 5 years. Bridget comes weekly to socialize our kittens and cats and 
give them one-on-one time. She helps them learn how to interact with people 
by acclimating them to human touch, noises, and different textures. In addition, 
Bridget is also a dedicated foster mom to our felines who need a cozy home while 
awaiting adoption. Proudly a three-time foster failure and now with three cats of 
her own, her love knows no boundaries. When asked about volunteering, Bridget 
says “Giving my love & attention to cats waiting for their forever homes is very 
gratifying & the affection I receive back is a reward in itself”. We are so fortunate 
to have Bridget’s support. Her kindness and compassion for all creatures makes 
a huge impact here at Homeward Bound and we couldn’t be more grateful!

Photos Unavailable

Ordinary People
Selfless Acts

Vergennes Lions—We Serve.

The COVID-19 Vaccination 
Clinic has moved to the 

MREMS station located at 
55 Collins Drive in Middlebury. 

The new hours of operation 
are 9 am - 4 pm on Tuesdays, 

Thursdays and Fridays. 
No appointment necessary.

Middlebury Regional EMS salutes the 
dedicated volunteers from our community 

serving with our organization as well as those 
Emergency Medical Responders volunteering 

with local First Response Agencies
and other local ambulance services.  

CHC is home to an amazing group of dedicated volunteers.
The community we serve grows in ways unimaginable because of the 

commitment and encouragement of each person and organization
that supports our work. With admiration and gratitude
for all of the hours and miles, we sincerely thank you! 

To volunteer email volunteer@chcvt.org.

Owners of Treeline Terrains, (Midd Alums) join us every Saturday
evening to cook, dine and enjoy board games after the meal.

(L to R: Nathaniel Klein, Alex Gemme, Jacob Freeman)

Charter House Coalition

THANK YOU!
Students, Faculty, Staff, and 

Community Partners for your resilience 

and continued commitment

to public service this year.

-The Center for Community Engagement

Page One Literacy Project students prepare
Diwali-themed craft kits for the Ilsley Library

to give out to families.
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Steve Reigle, HOPE 
Steve Reigle of Weybridge has 

been a Food Delivery Driver with 
HOPE for the past 8 years. Steve 
appreciates his work, especially 
his interactions with clients, “I 
enjoy the smiles I get from clients 
when I deliver food”. 

We are grateful for your help, 
Steve!

Mary Saudade, HOPE  
Mary Saudade of Addison has 

been volunteering with HOPE 
as a Food Shelf Delivery Driver 
for the past few months. Mary 
enjoys the opportunity to give 
back to the community and 
support those in need. Mary 
also volunteers her time with 
the Champlain Valley Unitarian 
Universalist Society. Thank you 
for your work, Mary!

Photos Unavailable

 Maxine Saville, HOPE 
Maxine Saville of Orwell has been a volunteer 

driver with HOPE for the past year. Maxine picks 
up donated produce and baked goods from 
Hannaford Foods on Tuesdays, and delivers 
food to local families. Maxine enjoys “listening 
to the radio while on her routes, and meeting 
and supporting the community”. Anna Freund, 
Food Programs Coordinator, appreciates 
Maxine’s assistance as a delivery driver and 
has also her help with gleaning for HOPE. 
Thank you for your contributions, Maxine!

Valerie Tilford, HOPE 
Valerie Tilford of Middlebury has been a volunteer 

with HOPE for the past 5 years. Valerie assists with 
reception for the food shelf – she greets clients, checks 
clients in for the food shelf, and triages phone calls. 
Valerie enjoys helping, giving back, and being a 
part of a crucial and supportive organization. Kerry 
Conley, HOPE’s Services Manager shares, “Val is 
very kind and patient with clients. She always has 
a smile on her face when she’s here and is willing 
to help out where needed.” Thank you for all you 
give, Valerie!

Rick Miller, HOPE  
Rick Miller of Middlebury has been assisting in HOPE’s Food Shelf for the past 4 years. 

Rick stocks shelves, helps clients, unloads the food bank truck and date codes donations. 
He volunteers because he enjoys helping and being with people. Anna Freund, Food 
Programs Coordinator, is thankful to Rick for his service, “We really appreciate Rick’s help 
and how he always has a smile.”  Thank you for all you do, Rick!

Dan Currier, HOPE 
Dan Currier of Vergennes has 

been a volunteer with HOPE for 
the past 10 years. Dan assists 
with maintenance such as 
managing woodshed donations, 
helping with house cleanouts, 
picking up donations, and 
recycling unwanted products at 
the transfer station. Thank you 
for all you do, Dan!

Saturday, April 23 (10 a.m.-
noon in Bristol at the gazebo 
on the town green and 1-3 p.m. 
at the recreation pavilion in 
Middlebury next to Mary Hogan 
Elementary School).

Sampling begins this 
Tuesday, April 26, in the Lemon 
Fair, New Haven River, Little 
Otter Creek, Middlebury River, 
Dead Creek and Barnes Brook 
watersheds.

If you’d like to volunteer 
contact Matthew Witten, 
ACRWC managing director, 
at 802-434-3236 or acrwcvt@
gmail.com. More information is 
online at acrpc.org/acrwc.

Witten said River Watch last 
year got very high phosphorus 
readings in Prickly Ash Brook, 
a tributary of the Lemon Fair 
in Shoreham, so it is adding 
sampling locations in an attempt 
to pinpoint what that is causing 
the high readings. Also, there 
were high (and non-compliant 
with water quality standards) 
readings of salt in Barnes Brook, 
which runs through much of the 
east side of Middlebury near 
Mary Hogan Elementary. 

“We have added sample sites 
to that little stream to see if we 
can pinpoint where the issue is 
coming from,” Witten said, “and 
we also received a Vermont 
Watershed Grant to reach out to 
landowners in that area of town, 
and the elementary school, to 
see what solutions might be 
possible.”

Rivers
(Continued from Page 1C)

A big THANK YOU  

to all the volunteers who 

contribute so much to the 

quality of so many lives.

Route 7 South, Middlebury  •  388-6297 
 www.woodwarevt.com      Mon-Sat 9-5, Closed Sundays

MONICA PRZYPERHART, ADDISON County River Watch Collaborative technical coordinator, takes a water 
sample at a site in the Barnes Brook watershed just off Buttolph Drive in Middlebury in 2021. Volunteers on this 
coming Tuesday will begin the 2022 sampling of six local watersheds.

Independent file photo/William Haig

ipjrealestate.com

Our community is stronger 
because of  the work that you do.

Thank you 
for volunteering!

See the
Addy Indy 
Classified 
Pages 
each week 
for local 
volunteer 
opportunites.
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We are proud to live, work and play  
in a place where volunteerism is a big part  

of our community. 

Thank you to all the dedicated volunteers 
who allow our programs and events to thrive 

and all those giving their time to others!

 Thank You
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4-H Leaders Who Are Shaping Our Future
If you see them say Thank You!

The University of Vermont Extension wants to thank our 4-H leaders, volunteers and Addison 4-H 
Foundation directors who dedicate hours of time and energy to the 4-H Youth Program in Addison County.

These volunteers are the core of the 4-H Youth Program: the very reason for over 100 years of success!
Becky Allen
Joe Allen
Janelle Ashley
Ashley Atkins
Ashley Audet
Nancy Audet
Courtney Banach
Sonya Barber
Kyle Bearor
Laurie Bertrand
Victor Bolduc

Dorothy Boutin
Louise Bowdish
Kylie Chittenden
Hannah Clark
Betty Cram
Dwight Cram
Sharon Cram
Elaine Desforges
Tina Evens-Wright
Erin Farr
Becky Fifield

Lise Fifield
Tricia Foster
Pam Gevry
Bailee Layn-Gordon
Melanie Harrison
Jeanette Hill
Kendra Hutchins
Jake Jacobs
Kristyn Jerome
Brian Kayhart
Cindy Kayhart

Kimberly Kayhart
Cassandra Kennett
Jennifer Kennett
Kathy Kennett
Renee LaCoss
Laura Lalumiere
Jeff Lester
Dawn Livingston
Terri Metcalf
Kathy Nisun
Diane Norris
Barbara Palmer
Nancy Palermo-Lee
 

Rebekah Parent
Sharlena Payne
Michelle Perlee
Janet Piper
Becky Plouffe
Susan Quesnel
Kristina Reen
Patrick Reen
Abby Roleau
Martha Seifert
Robin Severy
Colin Siegmund
Melinda Siel
 

AnnaJo Smith 
Karri Smith
Shelly Smith
Matt Stevers
Megan Sutton
Siri Swanson
Wendy Swanson
Brittany Trudo
Vicki Vander Wey
Jill Wade
Cindy Watrous
Kristy Whipple
Cady White
Maureen Whitney

place because it gives me enough 
time to do other things on the side.”

He drives three days a week. 
“I get a trip sheet,” Collins 

describes. “I go from point A to 
Point B, drop them and go back 
for another client or wait for them 
and take them home. It’s pretty low 
key.”

Collins does like driving, but not 
so much that he would want to do a 
whole lot more of it.

“I don’t think I’d like to be a long-
haul trucker,” he said. “I like being 
out and about, I love nature and the 
different seasons.

“The trips go by pretty quickly 
because I get into the conversations.”

He sees a variety of clients. Some 
don’t have a vehicle and need to get 
somewhere; some can’t drive for 
health or other reasons. Some are 
elderly, but not all of them. There 
is one thing that many have in 
common.

“Most of them are pretty 
talkative,” Collins said. “For the 
most part I have some pretty good 
conversations.”

One unanticipated 
side benefit Kurtz has 
found is that riders 
often have a store of 
personal knowledge 
about Addison County 
and most are happy to 
share it. So she feeds 
that sometimes by 
taking people through 
different routes to their 
destinations.

“I do like to go 
back roads; someone’s 
always got the history 
for somewhere that 
they share,” said Kurtz, 54. “I enjoy 
learning history of the county and 
the state.”

Kurtz knows that she is a 
quiet person, so the amount of 
conversation is determined by the 
passenger. 

“Some people don’t talk the 
whole trip, others talk your ear off,” 
she said. “If they want to talk I’ll 
talk, or not talk, that’s fine.”

Do volunteer drivers put in a lot of 
miles? It depends on the individual 
and the demand.

“My all time high was 280 miles 
in one day,” Andrews said. 

That day he drove a person to 
the VA hospital in White River 
Junction, waited for two hours and 
then brought them home. And that 
was followed by a trip to Burlington, 
plus a second round trip the Queen 
City.

“They were kind of shorthanded 
that day,” Andrews speculated.

Providing a safe experience 
for volunteers and customers is 
important to TVT, said Mary-Claire 
Crogan, community relations 
manager for Tri-Valley Transit. The 
organization matches up drivers 
who want it with an AARP safety 
training course if they want it.

“We never call a volunteer while 
they are driving,” she added.

Still, accidents do happen. Last 
summer Andrews was driving a 
passenger south on Court Street in 
Middlebury when a driver “tried 
to sneak out on Creek Road,” and 
a fender-bender resulted. The other 

driver’s insurance paid for repairs, 
but Andrews’s car was out of service 
for months. 

“It was a little inconvenient,” he 
said.
MONEY FOR MILES

In addition to the good feeling 
one gets when they help out 
another, Dial-a-Ride volunteers are 
reimbursed for miles they drive — 
from their own home and back — at 

the federal government 
mileage reimbursement 
rate, which is currently 
58.5 cents per mile. 
Also, County Tire 
gives a discounted rate 
on service they provide 
to a Dial-a-Ride 
volunteer’s car.

Because the 
monetary benefits are 
“reimbursement” — 
not pay — they do not 
affect the volunteer’s 
Social Security, 
Medicare or many 
other social services 

benefits they already receive.
Drivers recognize the need for the 

reimbursement
“You’ve got to think about it,” 

Kurtz said. “It does take wear and 
tear on your car. You put on a lot of 
miles on your vehicle. 
Last year I had almost 
20,000 miles.”

Driver David 
A n d r e w s ’ s 
feeling about the 
reimbursement seems 
to be typical. 

“It doesn’t cost 
anywhere near that 
much to buy gas,” he said. “I don’t 
do it for the money.”

Kurtz said that even when she 
considers the extra maintenance 
she does for the car she dedicates to 
Dial-a-Ride, “I’m still ahead. (And) 
I do take good care of my car.”

Collins said the impact of 
his driving on his vehicle is 
“negligible.” 

You might think that anyone who 
volunteers to drive their own car 
must have a high-efficiency electric 
car, but that’s not the case. Andrews 
drives a Subaru Forester, which he 
said gets 30 miles per gallon. “It 
sits high enough off ground that 
it is easy to get people in and out 
of,” Andrews said. If a 
passenger has a walker 
or some other mobility 
aid, the Forester is 
roomy enough for him 
to put it in the back end.

Collins drives a 
Toyota Tacoma pickup, 
which does limit his 
services only to clients 
who can get in and 
out of the high-sitting chassis. But 
usually it is not a deal breaker.

“Even folks who are a little bit 
older, they grab on to the handles 
and can get in,” Collins said.
SHOPPING BUDDIES

Dial-A-Ride doesn’t have enough 
volunteers to fulfill every request, 
so TVT has to prioritize rides. 
Doctor’s appointments generally 
take precedence.

But that means that 
requests to get a ride to 
do grocery shopping, 
for instance, might go 
unfulfilled. To make 
up for that, Crogan has started a 
spin-off volunteer opportunity that 
she is calling “Shopping Buddies.” 
These volunteers agree to take a 
person who needs a ride with them 
when they themselves go to the 
supermarket.

“It is less daunting,” Crogan 

pointed out. “A potential volunteer 
says, ‘Ya, I can spare an hour out of 
my trip to help this person.’ And it 
makes a huge impact.”

Of course, if the volunteer 
discovered that they liked the 
camaraderie of offering rides and 
the good feeling it imparts, Crogan 
said they could become more active 
Dial-a-Ride volunteers.

As volunteers the drivers can 
decide how much or how little they 
want to make themselves available; 
if they don’t want to drive after 
dark or outside the county they can 
stipulate that. 

“I don’t put limits on when I 
drive,” Kurtz said. “Some days I’m 
going from 5 in morning to 7:30 at 
night.

“Even though it is a volunteer 
job, to me I treat it like a job.”

And making herself available 
has meant that there are some busy 
days. 

“I’ve gone from Middlebury to 
Burlington four or five times in a 
day,” Kurtz said. “You definitely 
have to like to drive.”

Crogan said there is a lot of 
demand for volunteer drivers — 
more than TVT can meet right now. 
Typically TVT has 70 volunteers 
that serve both the Addison County 

region formerly served 
by ACTR and the 
Orange County and 
Northern Windsor 
County regions 
formerly served by 
Stagecoach. Since 
COVID struck, the 
service has only about 
half that number — 35 

— to serve the same huge swath of 
Vermont.

The agency is putting out a call 
for anyone who can to give it a try. 

“Many of our volunteers could 
qualify for services themselves,” 
she said. “We need more young 
people to get the work done.”

Volunteers must have 5 years 
of driving experience, a reliable/
insured vehicle and be able to pass 
background checks.  Volunteers 
set their own parameters on how 
frequently they would like to drive, 
and who they are comfortable 
transporting. 

How to volunteer: Application 
on the website, call TVT at 802-

388-2287, or stop by 
the office at 297 Creek 
Road in Middlebury. 
Crogan pointed out 
that her organization 
recently streamlined 
the application process; 
it went from a 16-page 
application to just two 
pages plus two pages 
of information for 

background checks.
All of the drivers contacted by 

the Independent noted that their 
passengers are thankful for the ride 
and some become regular clients of 
a particular driver. Kurtz welcomes 
the repeat business.

“Every night, I’d always take ‘my 
ladies’ from Project Independence,” 
she says.  “I take them home … and 

we just chit chat and 
catch up. It’s nice.”

It’s that kind of 
relationship-building 
that makes volunteering 
for Tri-Valley Transit 

enjoyable and fulfilling. 
“If this was something I could’ve 

done years ago I would have done 
it, I just didn’t know about it,” Kurtz 
said.

“I highly recommend it, even if it 
is just one day of the week.”

Rides
(Continued from Page 1C)

VERMONT — As part of 
National Volunteer Week, April 
17-23, the American Red Cross 
Vermont Chapter honors the work of 
its volunteers who give their time to 
help people in need.

Across the country, more than 
300,000 Red Cross volunteers serve 
their communities by responding to 
thousands of disasters, supporting 
the collection of blood to help 
patients receive the critical care 
they need, supporting members 
of the military and their families, 
helping communities prepare for 
emergencies around the globe and 
much more.

Here in Vermont, 301 Red Cross 
volunteers help their community. 

“National Volunteer Week is time 
to honor all of our volunteers for 
their constant service and support,” 
said Kevin Mazuzan, executive 
director of American Red Cross of 
Northern New England Vermont 
Chapter. “They are true heroes who 
give their time day and night to help 
their local community.”

Last fiscal year, Red Cross 
volunteers in Vermont logged more 
than 21,000 hours providing food, 
shelter, comfort and hope to 383 
local people who faced emergency 
situations. They trained 5,181 people 
in lifesaving skills and provided 
614 services to military members, 
veterans and their families.

The need for volunteers has never 
been greater as we experience larger 
and more intense disasters across 
the country. Red Cross is asking 
Vermonters to consider becoming a 
volunteer to help families in need. It 
will provide all of the training you 
need. Learn more online at redcross.
org/VolunteerNNE.

The most-needed volunteers are 
for the following teams:

Shelter Support Team: During 
large disasters, these volunteers 
support the day-to-day activities 
such as welcoming and registering 
residents, helping with meal service, 

distributing cots, blankets and 
hygiene supplies, and providing 
information and other assistance 
within a shelter. If the need arises, 
volunteers are asked to commit 
to multiple local shifts of 4-12 
hours each. For those able to 
travel, a commitment of at least 14 
consecutive days, working 8- or 12-
hour shifts is required.

Disaster Health Services 
Team: These volunteers use their 
professional skills as a licensed 
healthcare provider to deliver hands 
on care and education to shelter 
residents during a large disaster. Our 
free online training can count towards 
nursing continuing education units. If 
the need arises, volunteers are asked 
to commit to multiple local shifts of 
4-12 hours each. For those able to 
travel, a commitment of at least 10-
14 consecutive days, working 8- or 
12-hour shifts is required. Qualified 
licenses include RN, LPN, LVN, 
EMT, Paramedic, MD, DO, PA, 
NP and APRN. Only RNs have full 
scope of practice.

Disaster Action Team: While big 
hurricanes and wildfires get the most 
news coverage, smaller disasters 
such as home fires are no less 
devastating to those affected. That’s 
why we need volunteers to help 
comfort and support local families 
in need by providing food, shelter, 
clothing or supplies, and connecting 
families to recovery assistance.

Just as disasters happen every 
day, the need for blood is constant. 
The Red Cross is also recruiting for 
critical volunteers to support our 
work to ensure hospital patients have 
access to safe, lifesaving blood.

You can help save countless lives 
as a blood donor ambassador. These 
volunteers check blood donors into 
their appointments, answer questions 
and give out post donation snacks. 
Got a bit more time? Join the team of 
volunteers who drive the blood from 
donors to the patients in hospitals. 
Transportation specialists support 
hospital patients by delivering blood 
from Red Cross facilities to local 
hospitals.

Blood draws
are backed 
by many 
volunteers

ADDISON COUNTY — United 
Way of Addison County fosters 
community service in all community 
members, but especially in our 
youth. In that spirit, the organization 
again this year will honor local high 
school seniors through its “LIVE 
UNITED” Volunteer Scholarship 
Award.

On behalf of a generous donor, 
three students are chosen annually 
for the scholarship, recognizing 
students who volunteer in their 
community and who are interested 
in advancing their education. This 
award comes with a $1,000 cash 
award for each student, to be used for 
post-graduation education (college, 
trade school, adult education, etc.).

Scholarship nominees must meet 
the following criteria:

1. Addison County high school 
senior or equivalent.

2. 21 years old or younger.
3. Has volunteered in Addison 

County within the 2021-2022 school 
year (July 1, 2021 to present).

4. The volunteer service has 
made an impact on a non-profit 
organization, its clients, the 
community, and their own personal 
learning.

5. Must be applying to or enrolled 
in an accredited post-graduation site. 
This could be college, trade school, 
adult education (minimum six-credit 
semester or the equivalent).

6. Participation in this scholarship 
award shall be on a voluntary basis.

7. Applicant must not be employed 
by UWAC or be a dependent of 
UWAC staff or board members.

In addition to completing the 
application, a student seeking 
the scholarship must provide a 
resume listing all applicable high 

school activities (sports, student 
government, activities, jobs, etc.), 
and a letter of reference from one 
or more representatives of the 
volunteer site.

UWAC will make payment 
directly to the educational institution 
in which the student is enrolled.

Last year’s UWAC volunteer 
scholarship winners were MUHS 
graduating seniors Harper Sinclair, 
Anna Wagner and Kyle Mitchell.

Know a high school senior 
who volunteers and should 
apply? Encourage them to 
check out the scholarship at 
unitedwayaddisoncounty.org for 
more info. Download the application 
at unitedwayaddisoncounty.org/
client_media/files/2022VolunteerSc
holarshipApplication.pdf.

The deadline for applications is 
Friday, May 6.

UWAC offers student volunteer scholarships

“I like being 
out and 
about, I love 
nature and 
the different 
seasons. The 
trips go by 
pretty quickly 
because I 
get into the 
conversations.”

— Rick Collins

“Some people 
don’t talk the 
whole trip, 
others talk 
your ear off.”

— Sara Kurtz

“I don’t do it 
for the money.”
— Dave Andrews

“We need more 
young people 
to get the work 
done.”

— Mary-Claire 
Crogan,

Tri-Valley Transit

OLLIE CURTRARA OF Cornwall is calm, cool and collected while 
donating blood at the Middlebury Recreation Center this past July. The 
American Red Cross depends on 300,000 volunteers at blood drives in 
Addison County and around the country. 

Independent rile photo/Steve James

VOLUNTEER DRIVER SARA Kurtz sometimes takes less-traveled 
roads when she is transporting Dial-A-Ride passengers and is tickled to 
find out bits of history and trivia about local spots from her passengers.

Independent photo/Steve James
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