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Key player
An award-winning Vergennes 
church organist will leave a tough 
bench to fill. See Arts + Leisure.

By the wayBy the way

Tiger time
The MUHS boys’ lacrosse team 
moved to 2-0 with a big win over 
a rival. See Sports, Page 1B.

Volunteers
Our special section inside looks 
at the county-wide contributions 
made by those who give their time.

Vergennes to get $17.5M for sewerCounty’s lone GOP 
state rep. to retire

Wygmans to step down as top county prosecutor

State hears 
Lincoln bid 
to leave the 
MAUSD

Smith has been the farmers’ voice

USDA to fund 2/3 of cleanwater project

Bevere again sets sights on the position

Deputy to 
run for Vt. 
secretary 
of state
Winters helped draft 
COVID voting rules

(See Winters, Page 16A)

By JOHN FLOWERS
MONTPELIER — Seems like 

Vermont Deputy Secretary of State 
Chris Winters has performed just 
about every role imaginable during 
his 25 years with the office.

Except the top job, and Winters 
will compete for it this November. 
Incumbent Secretary of State Jim 
Condos has decided to take a pass 
on re-election this year, providing 
an opening for Winters and others 
interested in a role that doesn’t 
generate a lot of headlines, but 
fulfills many important functions 
for Vermonters.

The Vermont Secretary of State, 
who is a constitutional officer, 
oversees many administrative roles 
in state government, including 
elections, public records keeping, 
registration of businesses and 
licensing of professionals among 
other duties.

In 1997 Secretary of State James 
Milne hired Winters for a job as 
staff attorney for the office.

“I had just gotten out of law school 

(See Wygmans, Page 14A)

(See Lincoln, Page 15A)

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Addison 

County State’s Attorney Dennis 
Wygmans will step down from his 
job on May 7 in order to become 
one of only two Traffic Safety 
Resource Prosecutors (TSRP) in 
Vermont.

Wygmans’ succession plan 
calls for his second-in-command, 

Deputy State’s Attorney Peter 
Bevere, to lead the office until 
county voters select his permanent 
replacement during the upcoming 
November General Election.

Bevere has already told the 
Independent he’ll run for the job 
this fall. It’s a post he fell just 
10 votes short of wresting from 
Wygmans in 2018. Wygmans 

subsequently hired Bevere as 
deputy SA, and the two have 
become a tight prosecutorial team.

Bevere ran as an independent in 
2018 and plans to do the same this 
fall.

Meanwhile, Gov. Phil Scott 
could exercise his statutory right 
to appoint a new Addison County 
State’s Attorney until the next 
election. Leaders of the county’s 
Democratic Committee said they’ll 

ask Scott to take that action, and 
they’re currently gathering names 
of prospective appointees.

On Jan. 5, 2017, then-Gov. Peter 
Shumlin appointed Wygmans to 
succeed former Addison County 
State’s Attorney David Fenster, 
whom Shumlin had tapped 
for a Vermont Superior Court 
judgeship.

Wygmans is looking forward to 

(See Vergennes sewer, Page 14A)

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — USDA 

officials will be in Vergennes on 
Thursday afternoon to make official 
the federal government’s $17.5 
million contribution toward the city 
sewer system’s upcoming $25.5 

million overhaul.
Vergennes officials had been 

assured only that the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture Rural 
Development branch would fund 
20% — or around $5.1 million, 
—toward the rebuild of the city’s 

sewer collection and treatment 
system, which has been plagued 
with overflows into Otter Creek and 
treatment plant deficiencies.

“It’s amazing,” said City Manager 
Ron Redmond of the final award. 

Officials from USDA Rural 
Development are scheduled to 
formally unveil the funding at the 

city’s Canal Street sewer treatment 
plant at a 2 p.m. press conference on 
Thursday, April 21.

Expected to join them are the 
Vermont congressional delegation, 
city leaders, Vermont Department 
of Environmental Conservation 
officials, and other key stakeholders, 

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Addison 

County’s longest-serving 
lawmaker and its lone 
Republican House representative 
has confirmed he won’t seek re-
election this November.

Rep. Harvey Smith of New 
Haven told the Independent this 

week he’ll leave the House at the 
conclusion of this, his 10th two-
year term, in order to spend more 
time with family.

Smith, who was first elected 
to the House in 1999, quickly 
became a strong, effective voice 
on agricultural issues, using his 

NEW HAVEN REPUBLICAN State Rep. Harvey Smith, shown 
here with Gov. Phil Scott in 2019, said recently he won’t run 
for re-election to the Addison-5 House seat he has held for a 
combined total of two decades.

Independent file photo/John S. McCright

(See Harvey Smith, Page 15A)

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
of Middlebury’s annual Peasant 
Market isn’t happening until 
July 9, but church leaders are 
now looking for charitable causes 
to support with market revenues. 
For 75 years, the people of St. 
Stephen’s have joined together 
to host the Peasant Market, 
which offers a variety of items 
that browsers can purchase at 
a bargain, with profits returned 
to the community in the form of 
grants to nonprofit organizations. 
Grant awards this year for 501C-
3 organizations are expected 
to range from $500-$5,000, 
and multi-year grants will be 

By JOHN FLOWERS
LINCOLN — The Vermont State 

Board of Education (VSBE) on 
Wednesday heard an initial pitch from 
advocates for Lincoln’s withdrawal 
from the Mount Abraham Unified 
School District, and asked those 
supporters to provide more clarity 
on their independence drive at the 
panel’s next meeting, on May 18.

In the meantime, Lincoln is 
unable to form a local school board, 
nor can it begin to negotiate an 
exit agreement with the MAUSD. 
Lincoln’s educational independence 
must first receive conditional 
approval from the state board, 
a green light that members of 
Lincoln’s Save Community Schools 
(SCS) group is hoping to get from 
the state board on May 18.

Reaching!
MIDDLEBURY UNION HIGH School senior Jae Davis races past a Rice player and lunges for the 

disc during a Tiger Ultimate match in Middlebury on April 13. A first-year player with the team, Davis 
did not make this particular catch, but he must have caught at least five in the end zone. Tied 14-14 
as time ran out, Middlebury lost a heartbreaker by one goal in overtime.

Photo by Joe McVeigh

Ready for eggs
MORE THAN A hundred egg hunters of all ages eagerly await the opening of the gates at the Eddy Farm’s Easter Egg Hunt on 

Sunday. A master of ceremonies climbed atop a tall ladder to thank the many volunteers who helped fill 7,000 plastic eggs with candy 
— including five golden eggs — and hid them around the Middlebury farm’s fields. The Easter Bunny made an appearance, too.

Independent photo/Megan James
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By IDEAL DOWLING
Middlebury Campus

MIDDLEBURY — Early during 
the morning of Saturday, April 9, an 
unknown individual, or potentially 
multiple individuals, poured urine 
outside of the Muslim Students 
Association’s (MSA) prayer space 
in Forest Hall while two members 
of the group were inside. The 
individual or one of the individuals 
returned shortly afterwards and 
attempted to forcefully enter the 
prayer space, according to an email 
sent to the members of the MSA. 
The students in the prayer room 
remained safely inside for the 
duration of the aggression.

The attack comes while the 
Muslim community is observing 
Ramadan, a month-long celebration 
focused on community, prayer and 
refl ection. The timing of the incident 
indicates it was a targeted act 
characteristic of the discrimination, 
bias and violence that Muslims face 
due to Islamophobic attitudes. 

In a school-wide email, the 

By JOHN FLOWERS
SHOREHAM — Cornwall 

resident Jack Doyle has secured 
ownership of the historic Fort 
Ticonderoga Ferry and is targeting 
May 8 or 9 to return the ferry to 
service after a more than year-long 
hiatus.

Doyle on Monday said he’s hired 
around half the crew members he 
needs, with additional interviews 
to unfold during the coming week. 
He added customers will note 
ticket price increases that refl ect 
infl ation, increased wages and the 
recent surge in gasoline prices.

The ferry, which transports 
vehicles and people across Lake 
Champlain between Shoreham, 
Vt., and Ticonderoga, N.Y., 
remained inactive last year as 
a result of an ill-fated sale of 
the business by longtime owner 
Michael Matot to an entity known 
as “1759 Ltd.,” aka Neil Jensen 
of Clifton Park, N.Y. According 
to court documents, 1759 Ltd. 
fi nalized a deal to buy the business 
from Matot April 14, 2021, for 
$600,000. The assets included 

By ANDY KIRKALDY
FERRISBURGH — With 

Ferrisburgh residents in March 
backing legal retail cannabis 
sales in their town and Vermont 
law allowing that activity to 
begin in October, the Ferrisburgh 
selectboard on Tuesday began 
considering the town’s permitting 
process.

Zoning Administrator Steven 
True brought up the topic to the 
board, saying there is “signifi cant 
economic upside for the town if 
it’s managed right.”

True cited both the visibility of 
the Route 7 corridor and the town’s 
“suitable land” for cultivation. 

But True fi rst noted the town’s 
existing zoning regulations don’t 
offer any criteria for cannabis 
shops except those that exist for 
any other business. Those could 

be setback requirements and any 
reasonable limitations the town’s 
zoning board could impose during 
a conditional use process, such as 
on lighting, parking and hours of 
operation.

True suggested, and selectboard 
members agreed, that he should 
work with the Ferrisburgh 
Planning Commission to create 
regulations that would “capture 
this use in a better way.”

True also noted it would be 
important to have an appropriate 
process to screen potential 
cannabis businesses because “not 
all applications are equal.”

That comment led to the 
discussion of how the town could 
create a Ferrisburgh Cannabis 
Control Board, and who could sit 
on it.

Specifi cally, selectboard 

member Chris Campbell said he 
believed communities elsewhere 
in the U.S. that have not managed 
cannabis sales properly have 
suffered for those failures, and 
that the Ferrisburgh selectboard 
should be involved in the town’s 
approval process.

Other board members agreed, 
and the questions became if the 
selectboard could simply itself 
serve as the town’s cannabis board; 
if the cannabis control board could 
legally act as an advisory panel, 
thus leaving fi nal decisions up to 
the selectboard; or if selectboard 
members could sit on the cannabis 
control board.

True said he would research 
those options before the next 
selectboard meeting and begin 
developing zoning criteria for 
cannabis applicants.

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 

voters’ decision last year to open 
the town’s doors to recreational 
cannabis ventures has led to two 
such applications being fi led this 
month.

The Independent reported last 
week on a proposal to convert the 
former Middlebury Boarding & 
Grooming Kennel at 2819 South 
St. Ext. into an indoor cannabis 
growing operation called Mr. Z 
Craft Cannabis.

This week comes news of an 
application for a cannabis retail 
store at 2 Park St. in downtown 
Middlebury that could someday 
carry recreational cannabis 
cultivated by Mr. Z. The store, 
called “FLŌRA,” would sell 
cannabis fl ower and an assortment 
of related products, including 
tinctures, concentrates, edibles, 
beverages and topicals.

FLŌRA is being pitched by two 
Middlebury residents: Michael 
Sims and Dave Silberman, both of 

whom have either entrepreneurial 
or legal background in the cannabis 
industry.

Sims has fi ve years of business 
experience in hemp and cannabis, 
including growing, extraction, 
formulating products, branding, 
packaging and sales. He’s currently 
vice president of branding and 
product development for Real 
Brands Inc., a publicly traded CBD 
company in Rhode Island.

“A lot of what I do naturally, 
every day, carries over to what I’ll 
be doing for the store,” Sims said.

An attorney by trade, Silberman 
provided input to state legislators 
on Vermont’s new recreational 
cannabis law (Act 164, passed in 
2020 and amended in 2021), which 
sets up a regulated adult market 
for the substance. Act 164 in part 
created the Vermont Cannabis 
Control Board, an independent 
commission that’s been asked to 
“safely, equitably, and effectively 
implement and administer the laws 
enabling adult use and medical 

use.”
Silberman now represents many 

entrepreneurs seeking business 
opportunities in the cultivation and/
or sale of recreational cannabis. 
State law allows licensed cannabis 
retailers to begin selling on Oct. 
1, and that’s the targeted opening 
date for FLŌRA, according to the 
applicants.

Sims originally approached 
Silberman looking for counsel in 
establishing a cannabis store.

“As we were talking, it became 
clear to both of us that it would 
be better if we were partners on 
this instead,” Silberman said, 
conceding, “I never thought I 
would get involved in this way.”

The two partners fi led their 
FLŌRA store application with 
Middlebury’s planning offi ce 
earlier this month. The 2 Park 
St. location is in Middlebury’s 
Central Business District. The 
town’s Development Review 
Board is being asked to approve a 

Fort Ti Ferry ownership resolved
the tugboat, barge, cable, ferry 
equipment and two related, small 
pieces of non-contiguous land in 
Shoreham.

But 1759 Ltd. failed to meet its 
monthly payback schedule, arguing 
it was unable to do so because it 
wasn’t provided key mentorship to 
master the operation, according to 
court records.

Doyle came onto the scene late 
last fall offering to buy the note on 
the ferry and put the boat back into 
circulation for the 2022 season. 
Doyle is a 1978 Middlebury 
College graduate, a retired Wall 
Street investor and owner of 
Hibernia Farm in Cornwall.

Doyle entered into federal 
court-directed mediation sessions 
with 1759 Ltd. offi cials earlier 
this month that culminated in him 
offi cially acquiring the ferry, he 
reported on Monday.

The ferry consists of a tug and 
cable-driven barge that since 1759 
has been transporting travelers 
across Lake Champlain between 
Ticonderoga, N.Y., and Larrabee’s 
Point in Shoreham. It’s a seasonal 
operation that generally runs 

from the beginning of May until 
the end of October, with seven-
minute daytime crossings during 
“all but the most severe weather,” 
according to fortiferry.com.

Doyle said he’ll be implementing 
the fi rst Fort Ti Ferry ticket 
increases in a decade. A round-trip 
ticket will cost $20, up from $18, 
though one-way service will remain 
at $12. And Doyle is introducing a 
new charge that he said is common 
among most other ferry services: 
A fee for passengers. So there will 
be the ticket price — which covers 
the vehicle and its driver — and 
an additional fee of $4 per adult 
passenger, $3 for seniors and $2 
per child ages 6-12. Children 
younger than 6 will ride for free.

Doyle promised discounts 
for clergy, fi rst responders, U.S. 
military personnel and local sports 
teams traveling back and forth 
across the lake. He promised 10% 
of his profi ts would go to support 
school programs in Shoreham and 
Ticonderoga.

“The business model is fairly 
simple,” Doyle said. “I think it 
will work, and we’ll see.”

College Muslim space violated
Occupied prayer 
area vandalized

Community Bias Response Team 
(CBRT) and Dean of Students Derek 
Doucet condemned the defi lement 
of the religious space.

“Muslims face discrimination, 
bias, and violence in a myriad of 
ways, and these kinds of incidents 
trigger the fear and 
belief that Muslims are 
unwelcome, are other, 
and do not deserve 
safety and dignity. The 
desecration of a space 
that is dedicated for 
prayer is an abhorrent 
violation not only of 
our institutional values 
but also of basic human 
decency,” they wrote.

Public Safety is 
currently investigating 
the incident and 
welcomes anyone with 
information about what 
happened to contact its offi ce at 
(802) 443-5133. 

MSA leadership does not feel 
there’s any imminent physical 
danger to group members. 
Recognizing the emotional and 
psychological impact of the assault, 
the CBRT’s email encourages 

those who need it to access campus 
resources at the Scott Center 
for Spiritual and Religious Life, 
MiddTelehealth and the Centeno 
House Counseling Center.

The Council on American-Islamic 
Relations (CAIR), the nation’s 

largest Muslim civil 
rights and advocacy 
organization, over the 
weekend called on 
law enforcement to 
investigate the potential 
bias of the perpetrators 
in the Middlebury 
College incident.

“While the motivation 
for this act of vandalism 
remains unknown, it 
is only prudent for law 
enforcement authorities 
to investigate a possible 
bias motive, particularly 
since the incident 

occurred at a prayer space during 
the holy month of Ramadan,” said 
CAIR National Communications 
Director Ibrahim Hooper. 

Editor’s note: This story was 
originally published by the 
Middlebury Campus newspaper on 
April 14.

Ferrisburgh eyes pot shop panel

Cannabis retail store proposed
Park Street spot would host new Middlebury business

(See FLŌRA, Page 3A)

Public Safety 
is currently 
investigating 
the incident 
and welcomes 
anyone with 
information 
about what 
happened to 
contact its 
offi ce at (802) 
443-5133. 

Fresh, Local, Micro-Roasted Coffee

Bud’sBeans

Whole Beans and/or Brewed Cups Available at: 
Middlebury Natural Foods Co-op, Shafer’s, VT Food Collaborative, 

Middlebury Bagel & Deli, Otter Creek Bakery, VT Marketplace

63 Maple St | Middlebury, VT 05753
Thank you for supporting local businesses!

budsbeanscoffee@gmail.com
BudsBeansCoffee.com

NEW number    802-771-4289 ��

Looking for candy
A PONY WITH fl owers in its mane and tail leads a small procession, including the Easter Bunny 

herself, through the horse pastures at the Eddy Farm’s Easter Egg Hunt on Sunday. The holiday 
egg hunt returned after a two-year pandemic hiatus.

Independent photo/Megan James
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36 Boardman St., Middlebury VT 05753
802-388-6718 • gstonemotors.com

2149 Rt 7 South, Middlebury VT 05753
802-388-9961 • stonecdjr.com

Coin Drop and 
Bottle Drive

Saturday April 23rd, 8 a.m.-12 p.m. at 
G. Stone Motors

Call with questions 802-388-6718

No Contact coin Drop  —  Just pull up out 
front of our dealership, we will have a bucket 
ready for youto fill!

Bottle Drive  — We will have a dump truck 
ready for you to fill right out front of the 
dealership, pull up and throw your bnottles 
in!

100% of proceeds go directly to the Big 
Change Roundup for kids and the UVM 
Children’s Hospital.

Addison County’s Hometown Dealer

change of use designation for 
the site — currently occupied by 
Deppman Law PLC — from office 
to retail, in order to pave the way 
for FLŌRA. The DRB is slated to 
take up the application on May 9.

Plans on file with the town 
call for only “minor cosmetic 
exterior changes” to the building, 
including glazing windows, 
re-staining the front porch/deck, 
removal of two non-weight 
bearing walls, reconfiguration 
of interior doorways, refinishing 
floors and painting. Silberman and 
Sims, in their project narrative, 
said they want the store to convey 
a “bright, safe, welcoming space 
for locals and tourists alike to 
purchase high-quality, lab-tested 
cannabis and cannabis products 
from professional staff members 
trained to educate customers on 
safe consumption practices and 
the varied effects of different 
cannabinoids (such as THC, CBD, 
CBG and CBN), as 
well as to meticulously 
verify that 100% of 
customers are at least 
21 years old.”

“It’s not a head 
shop,” Sims stressed 
of FLŌRA. “It’s 
not a ‘dark, smoky, 
neon-signs, bongs 
everywhere’ kind of 
place. It’s an upscale, 
more like an ‘Apple 
Store’ feel, with great 
customer service and a 
nice, airy open feeling.”

“We are going for 
a discreet outside 
a p p e a r a n c e , ” 
Silberman added.

A customer entering 
the store would be 
greeted by a staff member to check 
the customer’s ID to confirm 
their age. Underage persons, and 
anyone visibly intoxicated, would 
be politely denied entry, according 
to the FLŌRA business plan. 

Once checked in, customers 
would be offered store-provided 
iPads featuring a product menu 
and educational materials. While 
a selection of store-branded 
merchandise might be offered, 
no cannabis products would be 
displayed in this waiting area, 
according to the narrative.

Beyond the waiting area, the 
customer would be admitted to 
a physically separated, secure 
sales floor, where there would be 
additional sales staff, sometimes 
referred to as “bud-tenders,” 
offering guidance on available 
products. Customers would exit 
the store using a separate secure 
door leading back to the check-in 
area, near the main front entrance. 
Each customer would be provided 
a safety information flier at 
checkout, as mandated by the 
Vermont Department of Health.

FLŌRA would also be equipped 
with a secure space reserved for 
inventory storage, packaging, 
an employee break room, and 
employees-only bathroom and the 
manager’s office, according to the 
narrative.

Customers would be barred 
from using store products on 
premises.

Silberman said all cannabis in 
inventory would be kept in sealed 
containers to preserve freshness 
and prevent odors. Plans calls for 
installation of a carbon filtration 

air exchange system “to ensure 
that no odors will be detectable 
beyond the property lines,” the 
FLŌRA narrative reads.

FLŌRA’S neighbors would 
include the Henry Sheldon 
Museum of Vermont History, 
Photoplace Gallery, Cannon 
Park, and a residence on nearby 
Mill Street, in addition to other 
tenants of the building including 
Dan Freeman Leatherworks and 
upstairs apartments. Plans call for 
the store to initially be open six 
days per week: Tuesday through 
Saturday, from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., 
and Sundays from noon to 5 p.m. 
Store hours could be adjusted later 
based on demand.

Silberman anticipates staffing 
levels will vary based on 
customer flow, with a minimum 
of two, and a maximum of six 
workers on site at any given 
time. All employees — whom the 
applicants said would undergo 
rigorous training — would be paid 

“well beyond a livable 
wage,” according to 
Silberman.

Since he represents 
a lot of growers and is 
an attorney, Silberman 
said he won’t be getting 
involved in FLŌRA-
related transactions 
with growers. Sims 
will handle that side of 
the business.

Silberman holds the 
position of Addison 
County high bailiff, 
which has limited 
powers — the most 
notable of which is to 
arrest the sitting sheriff 
if that action is deemed 
necessary. Silberman 
said he’s using the post 

more as a platform to speak about 
criminal justice reform, including 
legalization of cannabis and 
decriminalization of all drugs.

He sees no inconsistency in 
holding his elected position and 
playing an entrepreneurial role in 
the cannabis industry.

“The office of high bailiff pays 
a whopping zero dollars a year; 
I think the expectation is that the 
high bailiff does have an outside 
job,” he said with a smile. 

“There is no conflict of interest 
between the limited powers of the 
high bailiff and being a partner in 
a business like this in the manner I 
am in it,” he added.

The Independent asked Better 
Middlebury Partnership Executive 
Director Karen Duguay how she 
thought a cannabis retail store 
would fit into the downtown mix. 

“I believe what they are 
proposing will fill a need and 
fit well in Middlebury,” she 
said. “Businesses that can bring 
in additional foot traffic will 
certainly help other businesses as 
well as our community’s overall 
vitality and energy. The voters 
of Middlebury chose to allow 
cannabis retail and the BMP 
supports any and all businesses that 
are approved to operate a business 
in town. We feel that a diverse 
offering of businesses as well as 
diversity among business owners 
is beneficial to our community 
as a whole and we look forward 
to supporting FLŌRA as well as 
any additional new businesses that 
come to Middlebury.”

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

By ANDY KIRKALDY
BRIDPORT — The Tri-Town 

Water District Board acknowledges 
that the district serving Bridport, 
Addison and Shoreham 
undercharged some customers for 
two years, but it has decided not to 
ask those customers to make up for 
those underpayments now.

A March statement it sent to 
its users made clear “none of the 
(underbilled) customers will be 
billed for unpaid past usage,” 
although a new “baseline” for their 
usage will be established over the 
next year. 

According to the statement, 
the “large number of customers 
were woefully undercharged,” but 
“the negative financial impact to 
Tri-Town has been minimal and 
is fully managed by the current 
administration. Thus, there is no 
need for concern as to the financial 
viability of the Tri-Town operations 
going forward.”

According to the statement, 
the public water utility’s internal 
investigation, triggered by a 
higher than typical ratio of water 
going out to customers than being 
billed for, “revealed that one of 
our Water District operators was 
systematically under-reading or 
under-reporting the volume of 
water used by a large number of 
our customers.”

Tri-Town Board Chair Darwin 
Pratt said he was instructed by the 
board not to discuss most or all of 
the details with the Independent, 
including the number of customers 
who were undercharged, where 
they were located, how large the 
district’s financial shortfall was, 
and the nature of the investigation. 
The board is a public body.

Pratt did confirm something that 
was not in the official statement: 
The employee involved has been 
terminated. 

The statement also appears to 
claim that existing systems will 
prevent a recurrence, although the 
Independent was unable to ask 
follow-up questions. 

“We have now determined that 
our water production systems, and 
our metering systems are fully 
functioning and thus there is no 
need to change our physical plant 
nor metering processes which 
are already in place,” reads the 
statement. “What has changed, 
as a result of the investigation, is 
the oversight and management of 
one particular employee. Thus, 
we consider the matter closed and 
fully resolved.”

Or, as Pratt put it, no customers 
came to financial harm, and, “The 
employee was terminated, so the 
board feels we should say ‘no 
comment’ on the issues. It’s been 
taken care of.”

He added district officials would 
welcome follow-up questions at 
802-758-2202 or tritownwater@
gmavt.net, and said a few people 
have questioned him directly or 
called the office.

“We sent the letter out, and 
anybody who had any questions 
could refer back to the office,” 
Pratt said. “A handful of people 
have called the office.”

FLŌRA
(Continued from Page 2A)

Tri-Town
says all is 
well after 
underbilling

TWO LOCAL MEN have filed an application to establish a cannabis retail store called FLŌRA at 2 Park 
St. in downtown Middlebury. This artist’s depiction shows how they hope to present the storefront. 

“It’s not 
a ‘dark, 
smoky, neon-
signs, bongs 
everywhere’ 
kind of 
place. It’s an 
upscale, more 
like an ‘Apple 
Store’ feel, 
with great 
customer 
service and 
a nice, airy 
open feeling.”
— Michael Sims
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It takes both good luck and good care to survive 
cancer. After my breast cancer diagnosis in 1999 I had 
both. 

My friend Gina was not as fortunate. She delayed 
seeing a doctor about the lump she found because she 
didn’t have insurance. The last time I saw Gina she 
said she had failed against cancer, but she didn’t. Our 
system failed her.

Universal healthcare has been envisioned as 
Medicare for All. But as private corporations fi nd 
increasing ways to dip into our 
Medicare funds, this once-model 
program is in jeopardy. 

As a retired teacher on Medicare, 
this concerns me.

In practice, Medicare is not a 
single-payer system, and it is not 
free. Portions of Medicare carry a 
fee, and folks on Medicare usually 
purchase supplemental insurance 
called Medigap, to cover what Medicare doesn’t. 
These plans can be costly, but they prevent potentially 
catastrophic healthcare bills.

Medicare Advantage plans are another, less expensive 
form of health insurance now available to folks on 
Medicare. This year the Vermont State Teachers’ 
Retirement System switched from a supplemental 
plan to Medicare Blue Advantage, the Advantage plan 
offered by Blue Cross Blue Shield of Vermont.

I contacted the state retirement offi ce to fi nd out what 
this means. 

I was told, “Medicare Advantage essentially means 

that the provider is responsible for administering your 
Medicare benefi ts as well as the additional benefi ts of 
the plan.”

Wait a minute. That means private insurers dole 
out the funds you and I and our employers paid into 
throughout our careers. I don’t like that.

Advantage plans are promoted as an “all in one” 
alternative to navigating the confusing path of Medicare 
plus Medigap. Their glossy handouts and low rates 
have convinced nearly half the Americans on Medicare 

to sign up for some sort of Medicare 
Advantage plan.

But here’s how they work. My 
Advantage insurer receives a 
monthly Medicare allowance for 
my coverage. Whatever they don’t 
pass along to me for my health care 
bills is theirs. So I’m paying them 
to fi gure out how to get hold of my 
Medicare benefi ts and keep them. 

Actually, some Advantage plans are free — apparently, 
those rely totally on public Medicare funds for private 
corporate profi t.

I hope this concerns you, too.
Medicare Advantage plans entice consumers with 

dental, vision and hearing coverage. These “benefi ts” 
are deceptive. My providers don’t choose to contract 
with Medicare Advantage, likely because they would 
be underpaid for their services. This makes them “out 
of network” and uncovered unless I switch to “in 
network” providers. 

By Alice
Leeds

Ways of
Seeing

We are so excited to have 
passenger rail service between 
Burlington and New York, but 
as Wilson Rings pointed out this 
week, people need to beware of 
the new faster trains and recognize 
their danger. Please remind 
your readers over and over, and 
readers, tell your friends and 
neighbors, stop walking along the 
local railroad tracks. It may have 
seemed safe before, but it’s not 
safe any more.

On our trip from Los Angeles to 
Salinas, Calif., two weeks ago our 
Amtrak train hit a man on a trestle 
bridge, critically injuring him. We 
didn’t know the outcome, but I 
looked it up. What an awful thing. 
What a horror for the engineer and 
crew. 

Trains can’t stop. It’s physics. 
All they can do is blow the horn 
and brake. 

Lise Anderson
Cornwall

If you have an interest in 
astronomy, you might like this.

Billions of years ago, two 
massive black holes converged, 
making ripples in Einsteinian 
space-time. These ripples have 
reached Earth as microscopic 
ripples. 

LIGO (the Laser Interferometer 
Gravitational-wave Observatory) 
is a massive system of two 
interferometers at right angles, 
built in Europe, that can detect 
these microscopic ripples as 
they stretch and compress the 
lengths of the interferometers (and 
everything else). It has detected 
the black holes of so long ago.

The signal was converted to 
audible sound and put on the 
internet at is.gd/LIGOchirp. When 
someone played this in Arizona, 
her dog jumped. See Sky and 
Telescope, June 2022.

Peter Grant
Bristol

Dear Vermonters, 
Have you noticed all the litter 

on the roadsides? Litter is even 
fl oating in our rivers and lakes! 
It makes us look like we don’t 
care about our state. Guess what, 
it’s just not Vermonters who are 
littering; it’s also visitors from 
other states! However, it is our 
responsibility, as Vermonters, to 
clean up our own state. 

Litter is dangerous to our 
wildlife and pets. Trash bags 
that are thrown on the roadsides 
are an attraction to animals. The 
animals smell the food and rip 
open the bags. There could also be 
something poisonous in the bags. 
We need to stop littering!

Vermont has beautiful hiking 
trails. A student in our classroom 
went fi shing with his family. As 
they were hiking they noticed 
trash was all over the trail. There 
were bottles, cans, and trash. That 
is not OK.

Trash pollutes our lakes and 
rivers. Some students have found 
tires, balloons, oil cans, soda cans, 
trash, and glass bottles fl oating 
in the water, and broken glass at 
the bottom. They’ve also noticed 
furniture and appliances as well. 
This needs to stop.

May 7th is Green-Up Day. 
We are asking Vermonters, both 
adults and children, to participate 
in greening up our beautiful state. 
Let’s make Vermont clean! 

Sincerely,
The Fourth and Fifth Graders 

at OCA Leicester
Mrs. Laura Coro, teacher

Earth feeling 
space ‘ripples’

Do your part on 
Green-Up Day

Column partial 
to Christianity?

Around
the

bend
By Jessie Raymond

Statistics show that 73% of older adults develop a 
weird fascination with birds. 

I’m in that 73% now, and I’m loving it.
I’m not a true birder, the kind with a “life list” and 

a permanent squint from peering through binoculars 
in low light. But I am delighted and distracted by the 
winged wildlife in my yard.

Stepping out the back door each morning, I say, 
“Hello, my little chickadeedles, did you sleep well?”

That makes me sweet, not 
eccentric. Right?

To be fair, I’ve always liked 
watching and identifying birds, 
and I still have my dog-eared fi eld 
guide from 1991 to prove it. But 
my interest has intensifi ed over the 
years. Recently, I’ve done things 
like study the subtle differences 
between house and purple fi nches 
so I can wow others at social events 
(should I ever attend any again).

My growing bird hobby recently got a boost when a 
friend alerted me to a free bird ID app called Merlin. 
(Cornell Labs, which created the app, is not paying me 
to write this, but they should.)

The app has all you could ask of a good bird guide, 
including a database of all the species in the region, 
along with written descriptions, photos, and even 
recordings of each bird’s songs and calls. But the most 
amazing feature is the sound ID. 

Here’s how you use it, if you’re me: You walk out 
into your yard and stand there like you’re lost. You 
press the microphone icon on the app, and it begins 

recording the environment. Whenever it picks up a 
bird call, the species name pops up on the screen, along 
with a generic image. If there are multiple species 
singing at once, it lists them all. Incredible.

To date, I’ve ID’d dozens of birds by their calls, 
from nuthatches and song sparrows to cowbirds and 
downy woodpeckers. Every day, I wake up determined 
to log a new species. 

I already knew what robins and blue jays sounded 
like, of course, but I feel validated 
when Merlin confi rms their calls 
for me. And, thanks to the app, 
I’ve learned to recognize the songs 
of white-throated sparrows and 
goldfi nches without even looking. 
(I hope the Audubon Society 
doesn’t hear about that; I’d be so 
embarrassed if they nominated me 
for an ornithology prize!)

I have also developed a love/hate 
relationship with a certain Carolina 

wren in the yard. He runs through a repertoire of sing-
song calls that are lyrical but loud and repetitive. After 
15 minutes, they take on all the charm of an unattended 
car alarm. I wish he’d shut up, but I’m also tickled that 
I know who’s making the racket.

Whenever I go outside and hear unfamiliar birds, I 
freeze, hold up my phone like I’m searching for a cell 
signal and wait for the IDs to roll in.

These days, I’m enjoying the sounds of nature like I 
never have before — until non-avian noises interfere, 
that is. Planes fl ying overhead, peepers peeping, the 

I didn’t want to write this letter 
without time to more clearly 
spell out my feelings. But I also 
don’t want my displeasure to go 
un-noted, because I am sure other 
readers feel as I do. So forgive this 
brief note. 

I love this paper and especially 

As the lone Republican representing Addison County in Vermont’s 
legislature, Rep. Harvey Smith’s announcement this week that he will not 
seek re-election in November sparks a moment of political refl ection: It 
wasn’t that long ago that more than half of the county’s delegation was 
Republican, including in the Senate, and of those Republicans (particularly 
during the civil union debates of the late 1990s amid the cries of “take 
back, Vermont”), several were very conservative by Addison County 
standards. 

The news of Harvey’s decision is too fresh to have any inkling of who 
might step up to vie for that seat, but the prospect of an all-Democratic 
delegation (even though this is in a conservative district) is somewhat 
shocking in that historical context — and not wholly desirable. The 
two-party system works best when members of both parties push toward 
a common goal and make compromises to achieve the best possible 
legislation. That largely happens in Montpelier where there’s still a strong 
enough Republican infl uence — mainly from the governor’s offi ce — to 
make a contrary voice heard. 

At the legislative committee level, Vermont is fortunate that reasonable 
voices like Rep. Smith’s also are able to rise above politics that puts the 
party fi rst. 

Addison County can be proud that Rep. Smith represented the county’s 
— and the state’s — agriculture interests as well as he did for most of the 
past 20 years. They can be proud that he helped his constituents resolve 
their particular problems with state bureaucracy, and that he reveled in 
such work. They can be proud that Rep. Smith maintained a reasonable 
and congenial decorum in his discussions on all issues and respected those 
who had differing points of view. 

One might think we should not have to remark on a legislator’s ability to 
listen to others, keep an open mind and be civil, but in contrast to what we 
see on the national landscape and in other state governments, Vermonters 
shouldn’t forget how privileged we are to maintain a working, pragmatic 
and civil legislature that — all things considered — works well together. 

Kudos to Rep. Smith for his years of service to his district, Addison 
County and the state. It’s never an easy job to be in the minority party and 
still have an effective voice. Rep. Smith did that well, and did it with grace 
and a hearty laugh. He’ll be missed. 

Angelo Lynn 

With thanks, Rep. Harvey Smith

Springtime in Vermont
NICE WEATHER EARLIER this month brought out lawn furniture at this Middlebury home, but 

a Tuesday snowstorm dumped around 4 inches in Addison County. The heavy, wet snow caused 
power outages at thousands of homes and business, and rendered this chair unsuitable for outdoor 
lounging for at least a couple days.

Independent photo/John S. McCright

It’s rarely the right call to withhold information from the public about 
operational shortcomings of a public service. Within a public body, 
when residents could be affected the best course of action is to be fully 
transparent.

That is not, however, how the Tri-Town Water District Board has initially 
handled a recent incident in which some ratepayers were under-billed 
for a period of two years. While the water district board sent a letter to 
ratepayers in Bridport, Shoreham and Addison acknowledging the billing 
errors, they did not acknowledge how much money was involved, how 
many ratepayers were under-billed, what long-term impact, if any, the 
shortfall may have on operations, or what precautions have been taken to 
prevent a recurrence.

On the contrary, the letter put a good face on what could be a signifi cant 
issue. While acknowledging a “large number of customers were woefully 
undercharged,” the letter dismissed any potential harm. “The negative 
fi nancial impact to Tri-Town has been minimal and is fully managed by the 
current administration. Thus, there is no need for concern as to the fi nancial 
viability of the Tri-Town operations going forward,” the letter said.

In questioning Tri-Town Board Chair Darwin Pratt on more of the details, 
Pratt told Addison Independent reporter Andy Kirkaldy that he had been 
instructed by the board not to discuss details, including, Kirkaldy wrote 
in a story on Page 3A, “the number of customers who were undercharged, 
where they were located, how large the district’s fi nancial shortfall was, 
and the nature of the investigation.” 

Members of the Tri-Town board are elected in a public vote on town 
ballots, along with other town offi ces, and one would think they are subject 
to open meeting laws, even though they represent a public utility. In 
any case, reasonable questions that better inform the public about issues 
affecting them should be answered. 

To Pratt and the board’s credit, they assure that no customers will be 
fi nancially harmed by the under-billing. And, as Pratt said, “the employee 
was terminated, so the board feels we should say ‘no comment’ on the 
issues. It’s been taken care of.”

That may be. But in a public operation it’s not enough to provide an 
answer when explanations are also due. 

At issue is the public’s trust in the water district’s operations, and that 
trust needs to be gained with transparency in a public way. Again, the board 
tries to be open when Pratt added in his comments to the Independent that 
Tri-Town residents who had questions could follow up by calling the 
district or sending them an email.

But that misses the point. Private conversations don’t build community 
trust. Being open and transparent means doing so in a public way — not 
in a phone call, email, or in the back room. Nor should this be an issue. If 
the board is able to prevent fi nancial harm to ratepayers, why not let them 
know what happened? 

It should be a straightforward story: A mistake was made, here’s what 
happened, it’s corrected and we’re moving forward. End of story: As long 
as the crucial part — here’s what happened — is included. 

Angelo Lynn
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I choose to continue purchasing 
my eyeglasses from Amjad Hayyat, 
the Middlebury optician whose 
family business has served me well 
for decades. Same for my dental care 
practitioners, who I know and trust.

Most concerning, Medicare 
Advantage programs have a 
reputation for denying coverage on 
high-cost procedures. If my doctor 
refers me to a specialist, they may 
be out of network and thus not 
a covered expense. That’s how 
insurers offer low premiums and 
still make a profi t.

Once on Medicare Advantage, 
switching back to Medigap generally 
isn’t easy. Additional fees are often 
involved, and Medigap plans may 
not accept a person who wants to 
make that switch. Or they may raise 
their rate prohibitively, assuming 
the consumer has considerable 
medical expenses looming.

Medigap is no longer safe from 

private profi teers either. The door 
is now wide open for corporate 
takeover of these plans through 
programs called “direct contracting.” 
They’ve dressed up the program to 
look good, but it still adds up to huge 
private gain on public funds with no 
benefi t to taxpayers.

Senator Elizabeth Warren of 
Massachusetts recently stated it 
bluntly. “Private equity and insurance 
companies want the eye-popping 
profi ts that are possible when 
the federal government lets them 
pocket whatever it is they can avoid 
spending on seniors and people with 
disabilities who need healthcare.” 

She pointed out that over the 
past 12 years Medicare Advantage 
plans have cost the federal 
government $143 billion more than 
traditional Medicare. And with 
direct contracting, all of Medicare 
could soon be controlled by private 
insurers.

That money, which comes 

directly from taxpayers’ pockets, 
should be used to lower the cost 
and improve the quality of our 
healthcare, not to pad the pockets of 
already-wealthy corporate CEOs.

Vermont’s legislators must halt 
the privatization of Medicare. The 
present path is only deepening our 
healthcare crisis. 

Each of us, no matter our age or 
our socioeconomic status, deserves 
the quality of care I received when 
needed without excessive fi nancial 
burden. Let’s get corporations out 
of our public programs and focus 
our resources on those who paid 
for them — every working or once-
working Vermonter.

Alice Leeds, of Bristol, taught 
in a variety of private and public 
schools and colleges for forty years. 
Presently retired, she tries to engage 
in some useful endeavor each day. 
She enjoys hearing from readers at 
aleeds@gmavt.net.

Ways of Seeing
(Continued from Page 4A)

12th in a series
Shakespeare’s “Tragedy of Macbeth” is about a 

man who would be King; who, motivated by envy 
and ambition, achieved his life’s goal by committing 
murder, only to be defeated in the end. 
His soliloquy is an expression of his 
despair after all his efforts had failed, 
and he could look forward only to fi nal 
combat and death. 

“Tomorrow, and tomorrow, and 
tomorrow,

Creeps in this petty pace from day to 
day

To the last syllable of recorded time,
And all our yesterdays have lighted 

fools
The way to dusty death. Out, out, brief 

candle!
Life’s but a walking shadow, a poor 

player
That struts and frets his hour upon the 

stage
And then is heard no more. It is a tale
Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury,
Signifying nothing.”

[Shakespeare, “The Tragedy of 
Macbeth,” Act 5, Scene 5]

Vladimir Putin is driven by the same ambition, and 
it is likely that he will fail and be reduced to despair, 
but his last combat, if it should ever come, will not 
be hand to hand with swords and shields, but with 
weapons of mass destruction. In his last battle, if and 
when it should come, he will try to take the whole 
world with him. And Shakespeare has already written 
the fi nale: “a tale told by an idiot, full of sound and 
fury, signifying nothing.” We are living in very 
dangerous times. 

And we should be thankful that Joseph Biden and 
not Donald Trump is president of the United States. 
He has described the war in Ukraine as a confl ict 
between democracy and autocracy, and has allied our 
country on the side of democracy, which is surely the 
right side. He has had harsh words for Putin, accusing 
him of war crimes, and calling him a “thug,” and no 
doubt more vulgar names than that in private. The fact 
that he has publicly used such harsh words suggests 
that he has already decided that Putin is evil and must 
be destroyed. One does not keep faith with criminals 
and thugs.

He has warned China against supporting Russia 
in an effort to isolate him, and his goal is to reduce 
Putin’s place in the world to that of a pariah. He has 
rallied the free world against Russian tyranny. But 
he has stopped short of using armed force on the 
ground or in the skies. His explanation is that to do 
so would be to start World War III. But as Ukraine 
President Volodymyr Zelensky has said, World War 
III began when Russia invaded his country. What our 
leaders fear might come, may already have happened, 

for Putin, crazed by a lust for power, will use every 
means at hand to prevail in his ill-advised schemes. 

Against this grim background, refl ecting about the 
meaning of life leads one to ask about the meaning 

of history.
There are two sorts of history: natural 

and human, which is to say, all of reality 
passes through time. Darwin wrote the 
defi nitive work of the history of nature 
as an evolutionary process; human 
history began with the human species, a 
species, with many noble gifts, causing 
the Psalmist to describe “Man” as a 
little lower than angels (Psalm 8:4-6), 
whom God granted dominion over 
the earth. Dominion is power, which 
it is Vladimir Putin’s desire to possess 
and wield to fulfi ll his vain political 
ambition.

But, from a purely natural standpoint, 
mankind seems not to be a glorious 
creature at all, but an invasive species, 
the cause of massive environmental 
damage, capable of destroying all life on 
earth. In the light of the environmental 
crisis, the Psalmist would have had to 

change his tune, were he writing his poem today. 
Mankind is an invasive species, whose universal 
motive, if there is one, is cruel and suicidal. But I 
digress, and in any case, the people of Ukraine prove 
to us every day that our species also has a capacity 
for noble qualities, in particular, the courage to resist 
evil.

History as an academic subject is the study of 
the founding of civil societies and their struggle to 
exist, not only by overcoming hostile forces of nature 
but in a struggle for power within and without. The 
Philosophy of History is the study of history in search 
of meaning, especially moral meaning. 

From Vladimir Putin’s actions, we may infer that 
his philosophy of history is “might makes right;”; 
in contrast, the people of Ukraine are acting out the 
very opposite meaning: “right makes might.” There 
is a moral power in their resistance that Putin cannot 
understand, and, in the end, it may not be able to 
withstand, that is, if history really does have any 
meaning, other than Macbeth’s cry of despair.

So does history have a positive moral purpose? I 
should like to think so; and it is the goal I have been 
aiming at in this series of essays. But Putin’s madness 
has made me doubt that this is so. And this doubt has 
prompted me to look to my teachers for guidance. In 
particular, to Reinhold Niebuhr, a moralist, political 
realist, and philosopher of history. In 1949 he 
published a book entitled “Faith and History.” It was 
the fi rst philosophical book I ever read from cover to 
cover, as an undergraduate and it made me resolve to 
attend Union Seminary in New York and become his 
student. I am rereading it now, and will have more to 
say about it in the next essay. Please stay tuned.

The meaning of history
Does a look at our past have moral purpose?

The Meaning
of Life

by Victor Nuovo
 Middlebury College 
professor emeritus

of philosophy
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Addison, VT Homeowner 
Recommends Bristol Electronics

“We are loving our new heat pump - it’s like our house 
suddenly got bigger!  The room has been warm even on 
recent cold nights - very impressive.”

 -Viveka Fox & Peter Macfarlane
Addison, VT

dog barking — they all prevent the 
app from hearing the birds. And 
that incenses me.

I reserve my greatest fury for 
passing cars. Traffi c on our road 
hasn’t increased since I got the app, 
but I’m more aware of it now. So 
if you drive by and see me shaking 
my fi st and mouthing obscenities at 
you, it’s nothing personal. Your car 
is just drowning out the unfamiliar 
“tweedle-deet, tweedle-deet” I’m 
desperate to put a name to. 

Last week, in the middle of the 
night, I kept hearing a brief, buzzy 
call repeated every few seconds. It 
sounded like it might be coming 
from the woods across our fi eld. 
I couldn’t sleep knowing I was 
letting a bird go unidentifi ed. 

Around 4:30, when I could stand 
it no longer, I got up and held my 

phone out the window. Within 
seconds, the app returned an ID: 
woodcock. 

Cool!
Because I was still half-asleep, 

however, I forgot to turn off the 
recording for another 30 seconds. 
So later, when I replayed the bird 
call for a friend, I discovered that 
the app had also captured my voice 

saying, with childlike awe — and 
I swear this is verbatim — “How 
exciting. I never knew we were 
woodcock-adjacent.”

Ever since then, I’ve been 
wondering: At what point does 
“sweet” give way to “eccentric”? 
Because I think I may be on the 
threshold.

Jessie
(Continued from Page 4A)

Diehl letter
(Continued from Page 4A)

the opinion section. Victor Nuovo 
is one of my favorite columnists. 
But his recent series, ostensibly 
about good and evil, I’ve found 
to be frustrating and ostracizing. 
I fi nd it odd that these columns 
so clearly presume and focus on 
a Christian worldview with a god 
who exists. 

I was excited when this series 
began, hoping for an interesting 
exploration of the concepts of good 
and evil across world cultures, 

religions and philosophical 
traditions. But when week after 
week was spent merely retelling 
the book of Genesis, my hopes 
were dashed. 

While the paper is not a 
government entity, and therefore 
is not required to present a neutral 
stance on religion, I fi nd such 
neutrality a most often useful 
stance to take, and until these 
columns, I found the Addison 
Independent a fair and neutral 
place. But the prominence and 

repetition of Mr. Nuovo’s recent 
columns has made the paper 
suddenly feel like a weekly 
Christian sermon. I never thought 
the Independent would give 
me such a distasteful feeling, 
especially not for weeks on end. 
Please remember that your readers 
are of all and no religious points 
of view, especially in this most 
secular state in the nation, and a bit 
more balance would be welcome.

Kris Diehl
Middlebury

Letters to the Editor

Where have all the waterfowl gone this spring?
Where are all the geese? Where 

is all the honking and splashing 
on Otter Creek, the signs of spring 
that usually come as a relief from 
the existential dread of yet another 
winter with temperatures too 
warm, with mud season too soon? 

They’re usually so reliable 
that I don’t even note the date 
of their appearance, unlike the 
mergansers and buffl eheads whose 
arrival I record in a book each 

year. I haven’t seen those guys 
either, except once or twice in late 
winter, but usually the Canada 
geese are so plentiful that I take 
their joyful presence completely 
for granted. They’re so reliable 
that this year, without them, is not 
just eerie but a little bit terrifying. 

Were the 70 geese found dead 
from avian fl u in New Hampshire 
earlier this month the same geese 
who were supposed to be headed 

for my backyard? Does anyone 
know what’s going on here? Our 
spring this year is not exactly 
silent — the peepers are doing 
their thing in the darkness, the 
red-winged blackbirds are busy all 
day — but where in god’s name 
are the waterfowl? Where is their 
musical honking?

Middlebury
Carolyn Kuebler

ORWELL — Voters in the Slate 
Valley Unifi ed Union School 
District (SVUUSD) — which 
includes the town of Orwell — 
fi nally approved a 2022-2023 
public education budget on 
Wednesday, April 13, by an 882-
541 tally.

In addition to Orwell, the 
SVUUSD delivers K-12 public 
education to the Rutland County 
towns of Castleton, Benson, 
Hubbardton, West Haven and Fair 
Haven.

The $26,236,547 spending plan 
OK’d on April 13 was $33,500 less 
than an initial budget proposal that 
SVUUSD voters rejected this past 
March Town Meeting Day by eight 

Slate Valley voters OK school budget
In a revote

The $26,236,547 
spending plan OK’d on 
April 13 was $33,500 
less than an initial 
budget proposal that 
SVUUSD voters rejected 
this past March Town 
Meeting Day.

votes: 861 to 853.
“We want to thank the 

community for voting!” district 
offi cials posted with the vote 
results on their website.

While the new budget refl ects an 
estimated spending per equalized 

pupil of $16,957, which is 2.78% 
higher than the current year, it 
represents a decrease in both 
expenditures and estimated tax 
rates. As a result, taxpayers can 
expect to see a decrease in the 
education portion of their taxes 
in all six towns, according to 
SVUUSD offi cials. 

The education tax rate in Orwell 
is expected to decrease by 15 cents, 
and West Haven will see a 13-cent 
decrease, according to SVUUSD 
offi cials. In Benson, the rate will 
go down by an estimated 12 cents, 
and Castleton will see an 8-cent 
drop. Fair Haven’s estimated 
decrease will be 4.5 cents, and 
Hubbardton’s will be 3 cents. 
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Obituaries
ADDISON
COUNTY

Alden Calvin Richards, 91, formerly of East Middlebury
MILTON MILLS, N.H. — Alden 

Calvin Richards passed quietly 
away at home on Jan. 6, 2022, 
in his ninety-second year of life. 
A widower for 10 years, he was 
fi nally able to rejoin his beloved 
wife, Mary Jo. 

Al (only his parents called him 
Alden) was born on the 4th of July, 
1930, in St. Albans, Vt., to Herman 
and Annette Richards. Although 
he was an only child, both of his 
parents came from very large 
families that included his Aunt 
Alicia, who was seven months his 
junior and became, instead, his de-
facto sister. Al had a very happy 
childhood with summers spent 
in a cottage on Lake Champlain 
surrounded by many cousins, aunts, 
and uncles. He became a great 
hunting, fi shing, skiing and hiking 
enthusiast in those early years. In 
1948 he graduated from Bellows 
Free Academy, where he had been 
a very popular student and lettered 
athlete. From there he enrolled at 
Champlain College in Plattsburgh, 
N.Y., majoring in Pre-Dentistry. 

After two years of study, he 
decided he needed more practical 
experience, so he joined and served 
for four years in the United States 
Navy as a Dental Technician. Al 
had many adventures over those 
years and experienced many 
new countries, but the greatest 
adventure came in 1954 when 
he met his future wife, Mary Jo 
Thompson, one Maryland Sunday 
morning in church. It was love at 
fi rst sight for Al and he set about 

ALDEN CALVIN RICHARDS

winning her heart. He was fortunate 
in that he quickly impressed, and 
gained an ally, in his soon-to-be 
mother-in-law, Josephine. She was 
so impressed with his warmth, good 
humor and forthright manner that 
she told him early on that he was 
the only Yankee she ever liked (this 
was southern Maryland in the ’50s). 
Al left the Navy in 1954, married 
Mary Jo in 1955, and enrolled in the 
University of Maryland to gain a 
degree in the new fi eld of Computer 
Science. 

Over the next 23 years, Mary 
Jo and Al took a long, slow path 
back to the Green Mountain State, 
moving in turn from Maryland, 
to Connecticut, to Maine, back to 
Maryland, to New Brunswick, then 
Nova Scotia before settling in East 
Middlebury, Vt., in 1978. During 
this time, they had fi ve children: Jo 

Annette, Carolyn, Teresa, Timothy, 
and Candace. Al was a warm 
and loving father to his children 
and gifted them all with many, 
many wonderful adventures and 
memories. Whether it was pulling 
them on a sled while out hunting for 
the perfect Christmas tree, teaching 
them how to ski, or the fi ner points 
of camping, he was always ready 
with a warm hug and a kiss to 
make better the hurts of the day. 
He fi nished out a highly successful 
career in the computer fi eld and 
retired by age 60. He and Mary Jo 
fi lled their retirement years with 
visiting family and grandchildren 
(Aaron, Adam, Thomas, Emma, 
William, and Henry), playing golf, 
competing at bridge, volunteering, 
and just enjoying quiet walks with 
their dog. 

In January of 2012, Al lost Mary 
Jo too soon to illness and was once 
again on his own. After a few years 
of solitude, he decided to move to 
Milton Mills, N.H., to live near his 
son and four of his grandchildren. 
He enjoyed those years, sharing 
family meals and playing cards with 
his son, daughter-in-law Linda, and 
granddaughter Emma. Al lived a 
very long and full life. Like many 
lives, it had its ups and downs, 
but Al persevered and always kept 
his family safe and surrounded 
with love. His end, when it came, 
was peaceful. He was sitting in 
his recliner watching the Western 
Channel when he journeyed on to 
reunite with Mary Jo. Does it get 
any better than that? ◊

Walter W. Duncanson Jr., 89, of Salisbury
SALISBURY — Walter W. 

Duncanson Jr. died April 14, 2022, 
after a long illness. He was born 
Aug. 6, 1932, to Ellen and Walter 
W. Duncanson Sr. in New York 
City at Columbia Presbyterian 
Hospital.

Walter grew up in Teaneck, N.J. 
He lived there for 28 years until 
he met Lynne, his sweetheart. 
They were engaged on Easter, 
April Fool’s, after knowing each 
other for 18 days. Walter attended 
prep school at Newton School in 
Windham, Vt. 

He served in the army during the 
Korean War from 1953 to 1955. 
Walter worked at the Post Offi ce 
in Teaneck, N.J. for two-and-a-half 
years, and one day he came home 
and asked if it was all right to be a 

WALTER W. DUNCANSON JR.

full-time philatelist (stamp dealer/
collector.) Our fi rst-born was an 

infant and I said “yes.” I also had 
to tell his Dad.

We were married for 60 years 
this past July 15; he was able to 
enjoy celebrating with friends and 
family.

Walter leaves his wife, Lynne; 
daughter Whitney, her husband 
Doug, their children Laura and 
wife Eliza, Ellen, Charles, and 
William; son Trey (Walter III), 
his wife Alysia, their daughters 
Sabryna and husband Matt and 
son Zane; daughter Samantha, her 
husband Nick and son Maximus; 
daughter Kim and her children 
Carolyn, Jessica and Lane; and son 
Brandyn. Walter and Lynne lost 
a son, Tyson Hale, to S.I.D.S. in 
1972 and grandson T.J. in 2014.

A graveside service will be held 
at the cemetery on Holman Road 
in Salisbury on Saturday, April 23, 
at 10 a.m. Friends, neighbors and 
family are invited back to the house 
for refreshments.

Donations can be made to 
S.I.D.S. or Suicide Prevention 
organizations.

Arrangements are under the 
direction of Sanderson-Ducharme 
Funeral Home. Online condolences 
at www.sandersonfuneralservice.
com.◊

Barbara Anne Fuller, 81, of Panton
PANTON — Barbara Anne 

Fuller, 81, passed away Wednesday, 
April 13, 2022, at her home in 
Panton. She was born on Dec. 21, 
1940.

It is with great sadness that 
we now mourn the loss of this 
amazing woman. The daughter 
of a farmer and cattle hauler, her 
life of hard work and devotion to 
family was learned early on. She 
spent her 81 years working on a 
farm, babysitting, cashier at First 
National and the liquor store. She 
spent many years at Simmonds in 
Vergennes, caring for her ailing 
sister in Florida, a line worker at 
Earth’s Best in Middlebury, and 
fi nally retiring from Maplefi elds 
in Middlebury, Vt. I would like to 
say though that the best job she had 
was being a mother and a friend 
— family was always fi rst with 
Barbara.

Barbara was predeceased by 
her father, Earl Fuller in 1997, her 
mother Ruby Fuller in 2000, her 
brother Raymond Fuller in 1994 
and her oldest son Michael Hallock 
in 2020.

She is survived by her son 
Timothy Hallock and his wife 

BARBARA ANNE FULLER
Judy of Panton, Vt.; her daughter 
Margaret Hallock of Port Richey, 
Fla.; sisters Janice Albert of 
Ferrisburgh, Vt., and Marcia 
Dabney of Belleview, Fla.; and her 
brother Gerald (Corkey) Fuller of 
Middlebury, Vt.; her grandchildren, 
James Bevins of Bristol, Vt., 
Kathleen Byrnes of Middlebury, 
Vt., Dakota Hallock of Middlebury, 
Vt., Dale Swan of Middlebury, 
Vt., Randy Swan of Monkton, Vt., 
Donald, Katie, Brittnie and Jamie 

Blanchard, all of Vermont, Chyna 
Zachow of Florida, and Penelope 
Hallock-Zachow of Florida, along 
with many nieces, nephews, cousins 
and several great-grandchildren.

The Family would like to greatly 
thank Sarah, Stephanie, Corey, 
Debbie and Sandy with the Addison 
County Home Health Hospice, 
along with everyone behind the 
scenes that helped take such loving 
care of our mother in her fi nal 
weeks with us.

A woman with a heart as big as 
the world, taken from us too soon, 
Barbara will be greatly missed by 
many but never forgotten. We love 
you, Mom. Be at peace now.

A Mass of Christian Burial will 
be celebrated at 1 p.m. on Monday, 
April 18, at St. Peter’s Catholic 
Church in Vergennes. Interment 
will be at Gage Cemetery in 
Ferrisburgh at a later date. In lieu 
of fl owers contributions may be 
made to Addison County Home 
Health Hospice to their program 
called Waylon’s Wish, PO Box 
754, Middlebury, VT 05753. 
To send online condolences to 
her family please visit www.
brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com. ◊

Elizabeth R. Steadman, 94, of Lincoln
LINCOLN — Elizabeth R. 

Steadman 94, passed away 
peacefully in the comfort of her own 
home, surrounded by her family in 
Lincoln, Vt., on April 13, 2022. 
She was born Aug. 17, 1927, in 
Bristol, Vt. She was the daughter of 
Roger and Edna (Fortune) Lattrell. 
She was a graduate of Bristol High 
School. After high school she 
worked locally and retired from BF 
Goodrich in Vergennes.

She was president of the Lincoln 
Ladies Aide Industria for several 
years and an active member of the 
United Church of Lincoln, where 
she sang in the choir. She was an 
avid gardener and enjoyed being 
outside. Her grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren and great-
great-grandchildren were her pride 
and joy.

She was predeceased by her 

ELIZABETH R. STEADMAN

loving husband, Edson Steadman; 
both of her parents; brothers Roger 
and Leon; as well as a sister, 
Connie Hamner; and a son, Robert 

Steadman.
She is survived by her daughter, 

Linda and her husband John of 
Maine; granddaughter Tina and 
husband Dennis Weaver of Lincoln; 
grandson Jody Johnston and his 
wife Sara Beth of New Hampshire; 
great-grandchildren Elizabeth 
Kleinfeldt  (Kyle Doherty) and 
Courtney Weaver (Allen Amery); 
and great-great-grandchildren 
Skyler, Nevaeh, Mason, Sydney, 
Jacob, Maddox and Alessi Mae. 
She is also survived by her brother 
Dennis and sister Madeline as well 
as several nieces and nephews.

Services will be at a later date. 
In lieu of fl owers contributions can 
be made to the United Church of 
Lincoln. To send online condolences 
to her family please visit 
wwwbrownmcclayfuneralhomes.
com.◊

John K. Nelson, 81, longtime Addison County resident
MIDDLEBURY — John K. 

Nelson, who created The Swift 
House Inn in Middlebury, Vt., with 
his late wife Andrea Clark Nelson, 
passed away peacefully on April 
16, 2022, with his daughters by his 
side, at EastView of Middlebury. 
John, was born in Gardner, Mass., 
on May 10, 1940, the son of the 
late Arthur B. and Xenia Nelson. 

After graduating from Pompton 
Lakes High School, class of 1959, 
John enlisted in the U. S. Air Force, 
and married his school sweetheart 
and fi rst love, Janet. They had four 
children: Gail, Robert, Linda and 
Karla, and sadly shared the tragic 
loss of their son to SIDs. John earned 
his Associates degree at Rutgers 
and his Bachelors at Lafayette 
while working at IBM, from which 
he retired after a successful 29-year 
career. He earned many awards and 
promotions there.  

In 1983, John and Andy married 
and found The Swift House during 
a honeymoon trip. Together they 
developed it from a 9-bedroom 
historical home to into a wonderful 
four-diamond, 21-room Inn and 
restaurant. This labor of love was 
one of the achievements he was 
most proud of, second only to 
his pride in raising his daughters, 
with their mother Janet, to be 

JOHN K. NELSON
independent and accomplished 
women. 

After selling the Inn, John 
established a real estate partnership 
with his present wife, Christine 
Fraioli and resided in Lincoln, Vt., 
until he moved to Gardensong at 
EastView for care. 

John was active in the Vermont 
Chamber of Commerce, the 
American Legion, the Lions Club, 
the United Way, the Counseling 
Service of Addison County, and 
supported many other charities 
through generous donations. Upon 
Andy’s passing, after battling 
glioblastoma brain tumors, John 

dedicated most of his charitable 
pursuits to the creation of and 
fundraising for The Andy Fund, 
seeking to fi nd a cure. 

John is survived by his 
daughters, Gail Johnson, Linda 
Nelson and Karla Nelson and 
their mother, Janet Kocon; Gail’s 
husband William, their son, John’s 
grandson Mark; Karla’s husband 
Eric Tofte, Karla’s son and John’s 
grandson Daniel Loura; John’s 
wife Christine Fraioli, and his 
sister, Carol Mercer; his nieces 
and nephew, his stepsons Ted 
and Stephen Lieser, Sam Taylor 
and their families; and Benjamin 
Taylor. John was predeceased by 
his son Robert A. Nelson, his wife 
Andrea Clark Nelson and his sister 
Eileen Gandy. 

John requested no ceremony, 
that he laid to rest at Mount Rest 
Cemetery, in Butler, N.J., next to 
his son, Robbie, and that anyone 
wishing to make a memorial gift, 
please do so for The Andy Fund, at 
Dartmouth Offi ce of Development, 
c/o Gift Processing, One Medical 
Center Drive, Hinman 7070 
Lebanon, NH 03756-0001. Please 
make checks payable to the 
Trustees of Dartmouth College 
with “#7-107695 Andy Fund 
Cancer Center” in the memo.◊

The Independent will publish paid obituaries and free notices of passing. Paid obituaries cost 25 cents per word 
and will be published, as submitted, on the date of the family’s choosing. For those who do not wish to purchase an 
obituary, the Independent offers a free notice of passing up to 100 words, subject to editing by our news department. 
Photos (optional) with either paid obituaries or free notices cost $10 per photo. Obituaries may be emailed to obits@
addisonindependent.com.

Submissions must be received by 11 a.m. on Wednesday for publication in the Thursday paper Email obits@
addisonindependent.com or call 802-388-4944 for more information.

Obituary Guidelines

AN EVENT?
Email it to:

news@addisonindependent.com
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Sandy L. Ketcham, 79, of Middlebury

MIDDLEBURY — Daniel 
Weinstock, 27, of Middlebury, died 
on April 8, 2022, in Ithaca, New 
York, of medical causes after a 
four-year struggle with alcoholism. 
He is remembered for his quick 
brain and laugh, eagerness to jump 
in to help others, and his gift for 
teaching. Most of all, his loved ones 
remember Dan’s deep and loyal 
devotion to his friends and family, 
who fi lled him with joy.

Daniel Baker Weinstock was born 
on February 17, 1995, in Waterville, 
Maine, the son of David Weinstock 
and Ann Jones-Weinstock. He 
grew up in Middlebury, graduating 
in 2013 from Middlebury Union 
High School, where he served as a 
calculus teaching assistant and ran 
on the cross-country team. During 
high school, he also took math 
courses at Middlebury College.

He went on to Lehigh University 
to study Materials Science and 
Engineering and Polymer Science, 
graduating with highest honors. 
He served a summer internship at 

DANIEL BAKER 
WEINSTOCK

NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory, 
where he designed and performed 
heat-treatment experiments, and 
was a research assistant at Lehigh’s 
International Materials Institute for 
New Functionality in Glass.

Dan then enrolled in the Materials 
Science and Engineering Ph.D. 

program at Cornell University, 
earning the Master’s of Science 
degree in December 2021. His 
research focused on battery charge-
structure dynamics at the nanoscale, 
including sodium-ion batteries and 
their implications for sustainable 
energy-storage systems in response 
to climate change. Dan was the 
lead author in the journal paper, 
“Structure-Selective Operando 
X-ray Spectroscopy,” published in 
ACS Energy Letters in December.

He is survived by his parents, 
David Weinstock and Ann Jones-
Weinstock, of Middlebury; his 
brother, Benjamin Weinstock of 
Portland, Maine; his grandmother 
Margaret (Rodgers Jones) Nichols 
of Middlebury; and many loving 
family and friends.

A memorial service will be held 
at a later time. In lieu of fl owers, his 
family invites gifts to the charities 
Dan supported: the ACLU, Berea 
College, Doctors Without Borders, 
ProLiteracy, and the Vermont 
Children’s Trust Foundation.◊

MIDDLEBURY — Sandra 
“Sandy” Lee Ketcham, age 79, died 
peacefully with her sisters and her 
partner nearby on April 14, 2022. 
As was her wish, she died at home 
while under hospice care.

Born in Salem, Mass., she was 
the eldest daughter of Leland D. and 
Camille (Fairbanks) Whitescarver. 
Sandy grew up in Swampscott, 
Mass., but moved to Niskayuna, 
N.Y., where her father’s work took 
him. After high school graduation 
she attended American University 
in Washington, D.C.

For several years she worked as a 
travel agent during the early 1960s. 
This provided her with the unusual 
experience of extensive European 
travel at a time when this was not 
a common thing to do. Her job was 
to scout and evaluate hotels and 
attractions for the agency to use in 
booking European trips for clients. 
Later she worked as a secretary and 
aide for learning disabled students 
and their teachers. During this time 
her life was focused on her growing 
family.

Sandy returned to college at age 
40, completing studies at Castleton 
State University and graduating 
in 1988 with a BS degree in 
Elementary Education.

She taught for 20 years at 
Whiting Elementary School, 
usually teaching several grades in 
one room. She loved all aspects of 
elementary education, including her 

SANDY L. KETCHAM

interactions with children of all ages, 
reading books with and to students, 
playing with them at recess, taking 
fi eld trips to nearby places and 
further to Boston Red Sox games, 
Science and Art museum visits, 
and introducing children to urban 
culture and surroundings.

At retirement, Sandy initially 
volunteered at HOPE in Middlebury, 
later serving several years as offi ce 
manager.

She was an active member of 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 
serving on the vestry, the outreach, 
and the pastoral care committees. 
For years she was the leader of the 
clothing section of St. Stephen’s 
Peasant Market program. Sandy 
loved singing and until her voice 

was struck by damaging infection 
sang in the church choir and with 
the Community Chorus.

In 2013 she met Bill Pierce. 
Sandy and Bill fell in love and for 
nine years enjoyed an unexpected 
and exciting new and youthful love. 
Sandy and Bill traveled extensively 
in many parts of Europe, Canada, 
the Western U.S. and Hawaii. This 
travel included six transatlantic 
crossings by ship, at least as many 
air crossings, and many sailings to 
over 20 islands in the Caribbean. 
She loved to knit, read, and play 
cribbage and board games with her 
family and friends. She made it a 
point to be near the ocean whenever 
possible.

She is survived by her partner, 
Bill Pierce; her sisters Gay Klinger 
of Austin, Texas, and Susan 
Preisendorf of Thornton, Colo. She 
is also survived by her four children: 
Pamela C. Peck of Portland, Ore.; 
Michael Peck of Ogden, Utah; 
Matthew Peck of Vacaville, Calif.; 
and Jody Ketcham of Sudbury, 
Vt. Her fi ve grandchildren are 
Michael, Nicholas, Benjamin, 
Paige and Alex. Trinity is her great-
grandchild.

Celebration of life services will 
be held Saturday, April 23, at 11 
a.m., at St. Stephen’s Episcopal 
Church, on the green in Middlebury. 
Donations in lieu of fl owers can 
be made to St. Stephen’s and/or 
HOPE.◊

David Clifford Ringey, 88, Cornwall native
FLORENCE, Mass. — David 

was born in Cornwall, Vt., in an 
upstairs bedroom of the family 
home. The seventh of eight children 
he was born to Clara Viens Ringey 
and William David Ringey. David 
had wonderful memories of 
growing up in a large extended 
family and reminisced throughout 
his life about their childhood 
adventures. 

During World War II the family 
moved to Felchville, Vt., while his 
father worked as a machinist to 
support the war effort and family. 
Following the war years, the 
family returned to Cornwall, where 
his father continued to run the 
family auto repair business. David 
attended a single room schoolhouse 
in Cornwall along with his older 
siblings. His education continued 
at Saint Mary’s Parochial School in 
Middlebury. It was here, knowing 
that David liked to sing, that a priest 
was known to bring him between 
classrooms to sing a rendition of 
“Row, Row, Row Your Boat.” 

David’s local education 
concluded at Middlebury High 
School, where he was actively 
involved with football, baseball, 
boy’s chorus and drama club. He was 
chosen as Middlebury’s delegate to 
the Green Mountain Boys’ State 
Conference and the 1950 Dorey 
Cup winner while holding various 
class offi ces. Following high 
school, he attended Fitchburg State 
Teachers’ College in Massachusetts. 
While in his sophomore year at 
Fitchburg he was drafted into the 
Army during the Korean War, 
serving in Berlin, Germany. Upon 
his discharge, he completed his 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees at 

DAVID CLIFFORD RINGEY

Central Connecticut State College 
and began his industrial arts 
teaching career in Berlin, Conn. 
During his years in Connecticut, 
David married his Fitchburg State 
classmate Elizabeth Ann Bachiochi. 
They later moved to Springfi eld and 
then Longmeadow, Mass. David 
continued his teaching at Duggan 
Junior High School in Springfi eld 
and spent the fi nal twenty years of 
his career at Northampton High 
School in Northampton, Mass.  

A creative person, David’s pride 
and joy was the former Sunny 
Brook Farm dairy barn in Florence, 
Mass., that he purchased and 
then proceeded to renovate into 
a unique and cozy home for his 
family. His work was recognized 
by The Northampton Historical 
Commission and The Northampton 
Beautifi cation Society. He sang 
in the Saint Mary’s choir in 
Longmeadow and Our Lady of 
the Annunciation Church choir in 
Florence for many years. 

In February 2004, he met the 
second love of his life, Nancy P. 
Lampros, whom he married in 
Oct. 2006. Together, they enjoyed 
a happy fi fteen-year marriage and 
were active members of Hampshire 
Regional YMCA and All Out 
Adventures. 

He leaves his wife, Nancy 
(Pocograno) Lampros Ringey 
of Florence, Mass.; son Martin 
G. Ringey of Florence, Mass.; 
daughter Mo Ringey of Holyoke, 
Mass.; sister Virginia Ringey 
of Burlington, Vt.; sister-in-law 
Barbara Ringey of Middlebury, 
Vt.; sister-in-law Dorothy Agostino 
(Joseph) of Stamford, Conn.; 
brother-in-law Joseph Pocograno 
(Elaine) of Pearl River, N.Y.; 
canine companion Chase; as well as 
many nieces and nephews. He was 
predeceased by his son Matthew 
David Ringey in 1985; his wife of 
47 years, Elizabeth A. (Bachiochi) 
Ringey in 2003; parents William 
and Clara (Viens) Ringey; brothers 
Arthur, Paul and Albert; as well as 
sisters Ellen Bohlen, Mary Rose 
Bingham and Charlotte Sears.  

There are no calling hours. A 
Liturgy of Christian burial will 
take place on Tuesday, April 26, at 
Annunciation Chapel at 85 Beacon 
Street in Florence, Mass., at 10 a.m. 
with Rites of Committal and burial 
to follow in Spring Grove Cemetery 
at 320 North Maple Street in 
Florence.

Memorial contributions in 
David’s honor may be made 
to Valley Eye Radio (www.
valleyeyeradio.org), The Hampshire 
Regional YMCA (www.hrymca.
org), or All Out Adventures (www.
alloutadventures.org).◊

Daniel Baker Weinstock, 27, of Middlebury

BRISTOL — Mary L. Bienvenue, 
81, passed away on Wednesday, 
April 13, 2022, with family by her 
side.

She was born in Derry, N.H., Oct. 
16, 1940, the daughter of Frederick 
and Francina (Scott) Bennett. Mary 
was a member of the Vergennes Fire 
Department Auxiliary. She worked 
at Kelly’s Grocery in Woodsville, 
N.H. She enjoyed spending time 
with her family, who were very 
important to her. Some activities 
they did together were camping and 
sitting by the campfi re; the family 
would go to Kezar Lake in Maine, 
where they had lots of blueberry 
bushes. They would go berry 
picking and, as diffi cult as it could 
be, she would make blueberry 
muffi ns, even blueberry pie, with 
the camp stove oven. 

She liked hiking and playing 
softball. Mary also loved music — 
to sing and dance — and taught all 
of her kids how to dance. She liked 
to cook, bake, sew, knit, crochet and 

MARY L. BIENVENUE

draw. She was also a practical joker, 
although her victims might not 
think so, for instance her husband; 
when she hid in a closet and jumped 
out when he went to hang his coat 
up the kids thought it was hilarious.

She married Roger L. Bienvenue 

on June 7, 1958. They’d been 
married for 60 years when he 
passed away in 2018.

Survivors include her fi ve 
children: Lesley J. Bienvenue; 
Francie M. Deyette and husband 
Robert P. Deyette of Vergennes, 
Vt.; Roger M. Bienvenue and wife 
Melissa of Addison, Vt.; Mark 
R. Bienvenue and wife Jackie of 
Bath, N.H.; Shawn A. Bienvenue 
and wife Kimberly of North 
Haverhill, N.H.; 13 grandchildren; 
and a passel of great-grandchildren 
(30); her sisters, Marilyn Morse of 
Missouri, Florence Lasman of New 
Hampshire, and Cheryl and husband 
Fred Schram of Massachusetts; 
along with many nieces, nephews, 
and cousins. There are no public 
services planned at this time. 
In lieu of fl owers contributions 
may be made to Addison County 
Home Health & Hospice. To 
send online condolences to 
her family please visit www.
brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com.◊

Mary L. Bienvenue, 81, of Bristol
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Lake Dunmore, 

Vermont

By ANDY KIRKALDY 
VERGENNES — There were 

no surprises for the Vergennes City 
Council on April 12 when City 
Manager Ron Redmond presented 
a proposed 2022-2023 budget for 
the Vergennes Fire 
Department — at 
least on the spending 
side.

At $245,171, it’s 
identical to that of the 
current fi scal year. 

There will be 
some juggling on 
the revenue side, 
however, after a 
r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n 
of how the other 
communities the 
department protects 
— Panton, Waltham 
and much of Ferrisburgh — 
should have paid for the city for 
being their fi rst responder.

Redmond acknowledged city 
offi cials didn’t properly assess 
the four communities for their 
shares of the spending. Each 
community chips in based on the 
value of its real estate protected 
by the department, as determined 
by the communities’ grand lists. 

“There’s been a recalculation 
of revenues,” Redmond said. 
“The process I used didn’t get the 
right result.”

Redmond said Vergennes 
Counselor Mel Hawley, who for 
years as city manager calculated 
those numbers, and Ferrisburgh 
Town Clerk and Assistant 
Treasurer Pam Cousino worked 
together to iron out the wrinkles.

Hawley and Cousino 
determined Vergennes was 
undercharged by $6,357 and 
Waltham by $482, while 
Ferrisburgh was overbilled by 
$5,707 and Panton by $2,005.

Redmond said those amounts 
will be credited or charged to 
the communities as necessary 
after the city makes its fi scal year 
budget fi nal in June.

Representatives of Vergennes 
and Ferrisburgh 
— Redmond and 
Vergennes Mayor 
Matt Chabot 
and Ferrisburgh 
selectboard Chair 
Jessica James and 
Cousino — recently 
sat down with 
Addison County 
Regional Planning 
C o m m i s s i o n 
Executive Director 
Adam Lougee to 
discuss Ferrisburgh’s 
concerns with the 

existing fi re contract and their 
lack of input into the budgeting 
process. 

Redmond said Ferrisburgh, 
after initially balking late last 
year, has agreed to pay its current 
bill for coverage. The Ferrisburgh 
selectboard has cited statistics that 
show the city department handles 
more calls in Vergennes than in 
Ferrisburgh, while Ferrisburgh 
pays a proportionately larger 
share of department expenses. 

City council members have said 
the existing system dates back 
40 years, was created in tandem 
with Ferrisburgh offi cials, and 
also includes two other towns in 
a contractual obligation.

Redmond said the meeting was 
friendly, and the next step is for 
Ferrisburgh to bring ideas to the 
table. 

“My sense is that Adam did a 
great job of facilitating and that 
Ferrisburgh is going to come 
back with an idea, or some ideas, 
of what they want,” he said. 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
BRISTOL — A recent spate of 

resignations has left the Mount 
Abraham Unifi ed School District 
needing to fi ll a number of 
positions that provide supports to 
students.

As previously reported by the 
Independent, Director of Student 
Support Services Susan Bruhl 
resigned on Feb. 11 to take a 
different position in the district 
next year, Early Intervention and 
Prevention Coordinator.

Since then, the district has 
received resignations from the 
following staff members:

• Special educator and 
evaluation team member Susan 
English (Bristol Elementary).

• Special Education 
Coordinator Alice Emmell 
(Central Offi ce).

• Director of School Counseling 
and Supports April Wortmann 
(Mount Abe).

• Special Educator Hunter 
Couture (Bristol Elementary).

• Speech Language Pathologist 
Christine McGovern (Mount 
Abe).

• Psychologist Brendan Finn 
(Beeman Elementary).

• Social and Emotional 
Learning Coordinator Rae 
Donovan (Central Offi ce).

Donovan and Wortmann, 
as previously reported in the 
Independent, have taken jobs in 
the Addison Northwest School 
District for next year.

Others, according to MAUSD 
Superintendent Patrick Reen, 
were retirements.

The resignations come toward 
the end of a particularly diffi cult 
year for MAUSD, especially 
the fall, which was marked by 
student behavior issues, with 
educators pleading publicly for 
help and distraught parents fi ling 
complaints.

At the Oct. 12 MAUSD board 
meeting, educators at Bristol 

City eyes Fire Dept.
budget; two towns 
to get money back

MAUSD has numerous vacancies to fi ll
Student services 
posts take a hit

Elementary School (BES) read 
statements detailing incidents 
of violence and destruction at 
the hands of a few dysregulated 
students, describing a climate of 
fear in the building, expressing 
frustration with what they 
saw as a slow and inadequate 
response from administrators, and 
appealing to the school board for 
help.

At subsequent school board 
meetings, in addition to 
expressing vigorous 
support for educators 
and other classroom 
staff, parents sharply 
criticized student 
supports and special 
education services 
in the district, with 
some singling out the 
director of Student 
Support Services.

On Nov. 1, a 
seventh-grader at 
Mount Abraham Union 
Middle School was 
physically attacked 
by another student 
during school and was 
sent to the hospital for 
treatment.

On Nov. 10, a BES 
parent fi led a formal 
complaint with the 
district alleging their 
child had been sexually 
harassed. Frustrated 
with the response from 
administrators, the 
parent raised the issue 
at a school board meeting. The 
parent asked the board to convene 
an executive session to hear 
information about the complaint, 
but the board declined.

On Nov. 30, principals and 
central offi ce administrators 
reported to the school board that 
steps were being taken to address 
behavioral issues, to increase 
student supports and improve 
communication with parents. 
Among other things, they said, the 
district planned to hire additional 
support staff.

But by the end of that week, 
confl icts of a political nature 
brewing among students at 
Mount Abe had culminated in 
an investigation into an alleged 
gun threat. Though the threat 
was quickly determined not to 
be credible, police maintained 
a visible presence on the Mount 
Abe campus for a number of days 
afterward.

MAUSD offi cials rightly 
pointed out that students across 

the state and indeed 
across the country 
were struggling in 
new and unusual 
ways, in part because 
of the stresses and 
traumas infl icted 
by the COVID-19 
pandemic.

But many critics 
— including several 
parents who contacted 
the Independent 
throughout the fall 
to share stories, 
documents, medical 
records, outside 
evaluations and 
correspondence with 
MAUSD offi cials — 
insisted that recent 
incidents were the 
result of district 
policy decisions 
that preceded the 
pandemic.

In addition to 
events unfolding in 
the schools last fall, a 

lawsuit was fi led in federal court 
on Oct. 1 claiming that a 2018 
incident at Lincoln Community 
School, in which a student 
receiving special education 
services was allegedly injured, 
was the result of the school 
district’s negligence. That lawsuit 
is moving slowly through the 
courts and is not expected to be 
resolved until next year.
RECORD OF COMPLAINTS

In February, following 
communications with parents who 
indicated they had fi led or were 

planning to fi le formal complaints 
about special education services 
in the MAUSD, the Independent
requested records of those 
complaints from the Vermont 
Agency of Education. The agency 
denied the request on grounds 
that releasing such records would 
constitute a violation of privacy, 
making them exempt from the 
Vermont Public Records Act.

On April 8, the Independent
sent an interview request to Bruhl 
and Reen to discuss the above 
resignations for an article with an 
April 15 fi ling deadline.

“There isn’t the story here 
that some people might want to 
believe there is,” Reen replied a 
half-hour later. But he indicated 
that he and Bruhl would “get 
back to you about fi nding a time 
to meet.” But neither followed up 
before the deadline.

Also on April 8, the 
Independent fi led a revised 
records request with the Agency 
of Education, seeking, among 
other things, annual data about 
special education complaints 
against the MAUSD.

But it seems unlikely the 
Independent will see much of this 
data either.

In an April 14 response to 
the Independent, Agency of 
Education Public Records Offi cer 
Judith Cutler offered a summary 
of preliminary determinations, 
including that:

“Pursuant to the Agency’s data 
governance policy, and in order 
to protect student privacy, we 
suppress all data elements with a 
count less than 11. A quick review 
of the Agency’s available data 
indicates that, with the exception 
of mediations, all district level 
counts you are requesting are 
below that threshold.”

As of Friday afternoon, April 
15, the education employment 
website School Spring listed 
13 job openings in the MAUSD 
related to student supports.

The 
resignations 
come toward 
the end of a 
particularly 
diffi cult year 
for MAUSD, 
especially the 
fall, which 
was marked 
by student 
behavior 
issues, with 
educators 
pleading 
publicly for 
help and 
distraught 
parents fi ling 
complaints.

“There’s 
been a 
recalculation 
of revenues. 
The process 
I used didn’t 
get the right 
result.”

— City Manager 
Ron Redmond
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In an ongoing e� ort to keep the Five Town 
community informed, the Community 
Engagement Committee of the Board of 
the Mount Abraham Uni� ed School District 
(MAUSD) continues our series to help 
provide a framework for outreach, input and 
understanding of the future planning for the 
success and sustainability of MAUSD.  The 
Board aims to use this column, along with 
our website, Front Porch Forum, emails to 
community members, and Board discussion at 
meetings to ensure this process is transparent 
and includes many opportunities for public 
participation.

COMMUNITY INPUT INTO NEW SOLUTIONS 
K-12 REPORT: 

The MAUSD School Board solicited the help 
of New Solutions K-12 to evaluate proposals 
to address the challenges of declining 
student enrollment and increasing costs, 
while improving and expanding options 
for students.  These proposals include one 
submitted by Superintendent Patrick Reen 
and � ve submitted by community members.  
You can � nd the full report, as well as a 
summary, on the MAUSD website in the 
school board/facilities planning section.  As 
the Board begins to dive more deeply into 
the report by New Solutions K-12, we want 
to know what your thoughts and questions 
are.  We will be seeking your feedback in two 
ways: 1) electronically, using the Thought 
Exchange tool, and 2) at an in person and 
virtual community forum in mid-May (more 
details on that coming soon!)  The Thought 
Exchange will run until April 28, and is a way 
for you to share your thoughts and questions 
with the Board, and also to see what’s 
important to other community members. To 
access the Thought Exchange, go to this link:  
https://tejoin.com/scroll/491254773.  These 
are important conversations and we’re eager 
to hear what you think, whether you are a 
student, sta�  member, community member 
or family member of a current student.  Please 
participate!

MERGER STUDY COMMITTEE:

Included in the report by New Solutions K-12 
is the evaluation of a merger with the Addison 
Northwest Supervisory Union (ANWSD).  This 
merger focuses primarily on middle and high 
school, where we will see a continued decline 
in student enrollment even as elementary 
school enrollment levels o� .  The merger 
study committee, made up of representatives 
from MAUSD and ANWSD, is continuing 
to work on draft articles of agreement and 
planning for community engagement on 
these proposed articles. Before the committee 
makes a recommendation on whether or not 
to merge the two districts, they are required 
to bring their report to each school board 
for review and comment.  This is currently 
scheduled to happen in June, although 
the timeline could change.  The MAUSD 
Board will ask for community input into any 
recommendation from this committee, and 
if a merger is recommended, there will be a 
co-mingled vote in each district.  The work 
timeline, minutes and agendas of all merger 
study committee meetings can be found on 

the MAUSD website.  Recordings of meetings 
are also available on the site.

TOWN WITHDRAWAL PROCESSES:

The New Solutions K-12 report also includes 
variables that allow options to be adjusted 
based on the number of schools in the 
District, therefore this work can continue even 
as Lincoln and Starksboro move forward with 
a withdrawal process.  It is important to note 
that all � ve towns will remain a part of MAUSD 
through at least the 2022-2023 school year, 
and perhaps longer, depending on the many 
di� erent, moving parts that constitute the 
withdrawal process.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CHOICE:

The MAUSD administration and Board 
occasionally consider requests for tuition 
waivers by families with extenuating 
circumstances which may impact sending 
their child(ren) to the elementary school in 
their town.  However, MAUSD does not have 
a formalized process for elementary school 
choice.  At the meeting on April 12, the Board 
reviewed examples of school choice policies 
in other Vermont districts and discussed 
di� erent factors to consider before adopting 
such a policy in MAUSD.  These include: 

• Surveying families to gauge interest;

• Determining the feasibility of providing 
transportation for all who are granted 
school choice;

• Understanding potential unintended 
consequences and ways to mitigate them;

• Providing more clari� cation of the tuition 
waiver process and circumstances for 
consideration.

This will continue to be a discussion at future 
Board meetings.

NEWS FROM ALL OF OUR SCHOOLS:

There is so much to share about what’s going 
on in our schools, and as we welcome spring 
it seems like there are even more events, 
projects and achievements to celebrate.  
Each of our schools has a website that can 
be accessed from the MAUSD website, and 
many schools also have a strong social media 
presence.  Often, you can also � nd articles 
and photos in the Addison Independent that 
spotlight the great things our students and 
sta�  are doing.  We invite you to take a look 
online to see all that’s happening.  Even 
better, come to an event at one of our schools!  
Calendars, photos and more can be found at 
mausd.org. 

The location, Zoom information, agendas and 
minutes of all Board meetings and committee 
meetings can be found at www.mausd.org 
in the School Board section.  Recordings 
of meetings can be found at NEAT TV in 
the Video on Demand section: neatbristol.
com.  Please reach out to Board Chair Dawn 
Griswoldat dawn.griswold@mausd.org with 
any questions or concerns.

April 21, 2022

12th in a series
By MIKE ROY

Climate change used to be a 
topic I thought of irregularly and 
in abstract terms. For sure, it was 
something that we should all worry 
about, but it was there on that long 
list of things we needed to work on 
as a society: cancer, world hunger, 
the demise of democracy, the 
pernicious impact of technology on 
our well-being. 

Sometime in the last two years, 
addressing climate change began to 
feel far more urgent to me. It isn’t 
clear if this was the result of the 
increasingly disturbing reports from 
the United Nations on the need to 
transform our energy patterns in the 
next decade or face certain doom; 
the series of unprecedented weather 
events including deadly wildfires, 
hurricanes, and heat domes; the 
image of icebergs the size of 
Manhattan cleaving into the ocean; 
or the inspiring words of Greta 
Thunberg and other youth leaders 
ringing the alarm and telling us in 
no uncertain terms that our world is 
on fire.

Some months ago I came to 
the conclusion that I needed to 
DO something to combat climate 
change. It just wasn’t clear to me 
what, exactly, an individual of 
limited means can do to make a 
difference. I decided that the first 
step was to learn more.

Here’s what I’ve learned so far:
THE PERSONAL & THE 
POLITICAL

We all face a complex set 
of personal choices about our 
relationship with the internal 
combustion engine and the burning 
of fossil fuels. What kind of car 
should we drive? Should we fly 
anymore? How should we heat 
and cool our homes? If we haven’t 
already, should we have children? 
How should we invest our money? 

All of these questions are marked 
by one’s level of privilege. If you 
rent your home, you have fewer 
choices around going solar and 
installing heat pumps. Electric cars 
are still very expensive. If you are 
living paycheck to paycheck, how 
useful it is to be told to not buy 
stocks in fossil fuel companies? 

It’s also clear that at least for 
the short term, the impacts of 
climate change are uneven, with 
the worst impacts visited on the 
most vulnerable people. There is 
a clear through line that connects 
combating climate change with 
social justice movements that aim to 
address the long-standing inequities 
within our society.
IT’S NOT JUST PERSONAL

Many of the most articulate 
voices in the climate justice 
movement point out that while it 
is certainly important to do what 
one can as an individual to reduce 
one’s carbon footprint, we can 
not focus exclusively on these 
personal choices. We also need to 
consider larger policy questions. 
To decarbonize our economy at 
the rate that the scientists tell us 
we must do to avoid the very worst 
effects of climate change, we need 
to restructure our approach to all 
aspects of how we live. That means 
change at all levels of government. 
We need new rules and regulations, 
tax codes, incentives and actual 
investments to promote and 
catalyze decarbonization, to build 
up resilience, fund research and 
development, and signal to the 
market that decarbonization and 
resilience are the top priorities. 
Corporations and organizations 
of all kinds must play a critical 
role by setting their own goals for 
decarbonizing their operations, and 
otherwise operating more energy 
efficiently.

The more I read, the more I have 

The self education of a would-be climate activist
found myself vacillating between 
a sense of hope and excitement 
over the possibilities afforded by so 
many different opportunities to get 
involved in the climate movement, 
a sense of vertigo at the complexity 
and scale of the problem, and a 
sense of dread that perhaps we are 
too late and aren’t going to be able 
to make the necessary changes in 
the next decade.
WHAT CAN I DO?

I have found that the best way 
to stay informed, hopeful, and 
connected, and to identify specific 
actions that I can take is to change 
my reading and listening habits in 
these four specific ways.

1. Listen to Climate Change 
Podcasts — I regularly listen 
to How to Save a Planet, which 
provides fun, uplifting stories of 
individuals and groups that are 
making a difference, and also 
provides helpful advice on actions 
that individuals can take.

2. Subscribe to Climate 
Change Newsletters — Most 
major newspapers and magazines 
now offer climate newsletters. In 
addition, there are a growing number 
of climate-related newsletters 
written by leading scientists and 
activists, which I find is a great way 
to stay current on new developments 
in an accessible format.

3. Join Climate Activist 
Organizations — Depending on 
your age and theory of change, 
there are many organizations 
seeking your support and attention. 
350.org and the Sunrise Movement 
and the recently launched Third 
Act provide a way to work in 
community, as well as a regular 
set of suggested actions. Our local 
Climate Economy Action Center 
(CEAC) is launching a Climate 
Action Plan this spring and is 
actively looking for volunteers to 
pitch in.

4. Review Job Boards — 
Combating climate change is good 
for the economy. There are hundreds 
of new industries and thousands 
of new jobs being created where 
one can apply one’s talents and 
develop new skills in the service 
of decarbonization and building 
resilience, including volunteer, part-
time, and short-term opportunities. 
I can recommend climatebase.org 
and workonclimate.org as good 
places to explore.

I’ve put together a modest website 
at bit.ly/climate-matters with links 
to all of these resources and more, 
and where you can add suggested 
resources that you find helpful in 
keeping yourself informed.

All four of these approaches 
provide regular, timely, actionable 
bursts of information that over time 
provide a sustainable way to keep 
current, informed, engaged, and 

prodded 
to make 
changes both 
large and small in 
how we live, vote, and participate 
in our society. In addition, I would 
recommend reading Kim Stanley 
Robinson’s most excellent “Ministry 
for the Future,” which does the 
important work of painting a picture 
of a future world that has done the 
hard but necessary work of doing 
what needs to be done to create a 
livable and equitable future for all.

—————
Mike Roy has lived in Middlebury 

since 2008. He is dean of the 
library at Middlebury College 
and serves on the college’s Energy 
2028 Steering Committee, focusing 
on data-driven efforts to increase 
accountability, and the integration 
of energy data analysis into the 
broader curriculum.

Seven 4-H’ers gathered at the 
University of Vermont  Extension 
office in South Burlington on March 
26 for the State 4-H Sheep and Goat 
Quiz Bowl and Skill-a-thon.

The annual event, sponsored by 
UVM Extension 4-H, provided an 
opportunity for youths, ages 8-18, 
to learn about a number of different 
topics relating to sheep and goats, in 
addition to networking with experts 
and their peers. Participants rotated 
around four learning stations, both 
to better understand the topics as 
well as prepare for the quiz bowl 
that followed. The latter was just for 
fun so no scores or rankings were 
recorded.

Addison County participants 
included Sadie Hunt of Addison, 
Natalie Layn of Bristol, and Alexis, 
Erin and Katherine Whipple of 
Bridport.

They learned about lambing 
and kidding, sheep and goat 
diseases, and types of fleeces, and 
talked about show box equipment. 
Following the quiz bowl, they heard 
about about upcoming 4-H sheep 
and goat events while enjoying ice 
cream sandwiches.

4-H members take
part in quiz bowl
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Are you looking for green
or seasoned firewood? 

Well we’ve got it all
right here in Addison, VT!

Gevry Firewood LLC
gevryfirewoodvt@gmail.com or 802-349-0699

We cut, split, and deliver hardwood firewood in 12-24 inch 
lengths. Coming soon we will have kiln dried firewood as well. 

Two winners from each age group will 
win prizes from local businesses. All 
contestants will receive a treat which will 
be given when and if entries are picked 
up. Winners will be announced in the 
Thursday, May 19th edition of the Addison 
Independent. All entries and prizes must 
be claimed by Friday, June 3rd at 4pm.

SAPPY   SPRING!SAPPY   SPRING!
2022 Spring �oloring & De�ora� ng �ontest

1. Color and decorate this 
picture of Sappy Bucket 
(courtesy of Little Pressroom) 
any way you wish (you can use 
this one, photocopy it, or go 
to addisonindependent.com/
contests for a printable version). 

2. Then submit your 
masterpiece:

• Online at 
addisonindependent.com/contests

• By Email to 
contests@addisonindependent.com

• By Mail to 

Addison Independent 
58 Maple Street 
Middlebury, VT 05753

Entries will be accepted 
through Friday, May 13th.

Many thanks to our sponsors:

Name: Age:

Parent/Guardian’s name:

Address:      City:       State:   Zip:

Phone:       Email:

Age Group:    under 5      5-6      7-8      9-11      12-15      16-Adult

Sappybucket.com

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

This Sappy Bucket drawing was created especially for the Addison Independent and its readers by Little Pressroom. Thank you!

Break out those markers and let your creativity fl ow! 

MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 
police cited Ariel Goddard, 31, 
of Woodstock for driving under 
the influence (second offense), 
leaving the scene of an accident and 
reckless endangerment, following 
an investigation into a reported 
hit-and-run accident in the Jackson 
Lane area on April 11. 

Police said they measured 
Goddard’s blood-alcohol level at 
0.207%; the legal limit for driving 
is 0.08.

In other action last week, 
Middlebury police:

• Checked on the welfare of 
a juvenile who had called the 
Counseling Service of Addison 
County’s (CSAC) “crisis line” on 
April 11. Police determined the 

ADDISON COUNTY — Vermont 
State Police troopers operating out 
of the New Haven barracks said they 
issued two drunken driving citations 
between April 12 and 19.

In the first incident, on April 16 at 
around 6 p.m. officers responded to 
several reports of a person slumped 
over the steering wheel of a vehicle 
stopped near Route 7 and River Road 
in New Haven. While police were en 
route, callers reported that the vehicle 
had started heading south. 

Troopers found and stopped the 
vehicle in the Woodchuck Cidery 
parking lot in Middlebury. 

 Police report that the driver, 
identified as Dylan Racine, 32, 
of Orwell, showed indicators of 
impairment. Racine refused to be 
screened and was placed under 
arrest. Troopers took Racine to the 

New Haven barracks for processing, 
where he refused to provide a breath 
sample.  

Due to his level of impairment, 
police took Racine to the Northwest 
State Correctional Facility with a 
citation to appear in Addison County 
Superior Court, Criminal Division, 
on May 2 to answer the charge of 
driving under the influence, second 
offence, refusal.

The next day, April 17, at about 
3:45 p.m., troopers were notified 
that a vehicle sitting on the side of 
Route 7 in Salisbury had two people 
inside and they were unresponsive. 
Troopers, along with an Addison 
County Sheriff’s deputy, found 
the vehicle. State police ended up 
citing Michael Baer, 56, of South 
Burlington for driving under the 
influence of drugs.

line during the early afternoon of 
April 14. Police said they clocked 
Dempsey traveling 90 miles per 
hour on a road with a 50 mph limit.

• Assisted Vermont State Police 
with a 911 call on South Bingham 
Street in Cornwall on April 14.

• Responded to a report of a 
toddler left alone in a vehicle parked 
at a Court Street lot on April 15.

• Assisted Vermont State Police 
with an incident on Snake Mountain 
Road in Weybridge on April 15.

• Responded to an untimely death 
call at a Twin Circles home on April 
16. Police said they were called to 
the home to do a welfare check on 
a person who hadn’t showed up for 
a recent social engagement. When 
they arrived, they found 78-year-
old Sharon Saronson deceased. 
Police were assisted at the scene by 
Middlebury Regional EMS and an 
assistant medical examiner. Police 
said Saronson is believed to have 
died from natural causes.

• Checked an East Main Street 
residence on April 16 at the request 
of the homeowner who was 
concerned an unwanted person 
might be there.

• Assisted an Otterside Court 
family with a child custody issue on 
April 16.

• Responded to a report of an 
erratic driver on Route 7 North on 
April 16.

• Intervened in a dispute between 
two women at a Court Street 
residence on April; 17.

• Helped Porter Hospital officials 
with a patient experiencing a mental 
health crisis on April 17.

• Responded to a noise complaint 
at a South Pleasant Street apartment 
building on April 17.

• Assisted Porter Hospital 
officials with a person “exhibiting 
behavioral concerns” on April 17.

Police LogVt. State Reported hit-and-run driver cited for DUI

youth was safe.
• Referred a woman to CSAC to 

get help with emotional problems 
on April 11.

• Responded to a disturbance 
at the Charter House Emergency 
Shelter on North Pleasant Street on 
April 12.

• Checked on the welfare of 
a local man who had allegedly 
reported thoughts of self-harm 
online on April 12.

• Responded to a report of a 
drunken driver on Water Street on 

April 12. Police said the driver had 
left by their arrival.

• Received a complaint from a 
new local resident on April 12 who 
said their old license plates were 
being used by someone else to go 
through tolls in another state.

• Collected and disposed of used 
syringes found at the Abbey Pond 
trailhead on April 13. 

• Received a report about 
teenagers allegedly mud-bogging 
and shooting firearms on a field off 
Middle Road south on April 14.

• Checked on the welfare of a 
local person who had threatened 
self-harm on April 14.

• Cited Devon R. Dempsey, 
21, of East Rochester, N.Y., for 
excessive speed on Route 7 South 
at the Middlebury-Salisbury town 

Police Log
Middlebury

BURLINGTON — 
Understanding how to manage 
internal parasites of goats and sheep 
will help prevent health issues, 
including those of the animal’s 
gastrointestinal tract.

University of Vermont Extension 
is teaming up with the Cornell Sheep 
and Goat Program and Cornell 
Cooperative Extension to offer a free 
integrated parasite management and 
FAMACHA training course in May 
to help producers best understand 
how to manage parasites. The course 
is open to goat and sheep producers 
(dairy, meat and fiber) in Vermont 
and neighboring states.

The training includes Zoom 
webinars on May 9 (Part 1) and May 
16 (Part 2) from 7-8:30 p.m. and a 
three-hour hands-on sessions on 
May 23 at a farm in Whiting, either 
from 9 a.m.-noon or 1-4 p.m. While 
producers are welcome to attend the 
webinars just for the information, 
to receive the FAMACHA Anemia 
Card and certification they must 
participate in both webinars and one 
hands-on session.

The course will cover the basics 
of parasite control and the current 
status of new innovations in parasite 
management. Participants also will 
learn how to develop an integrated 
parasite management plan for 
their farm, which includes evasive 
grazing practices and selective 
deworming and/or alternative 
treatments.

The on-farm session will include 
hands-on training on how to use 
the FAMACHA card as part of 
a five-point check to determine 
which animals in the herd or flock 
most likely require deworming. 
Producers may bring a refrigerated 
fecal sample from one sheep or goat 
at their farm to analyze as part of the 
training on fecal egg identification 
and analysis.

Presenters include Betsy Hodge, 
Cornell University livestock 
educator; Dr. Niko Kochendoerfer, 
Cornell University Department 
of Animal Science postdoctoral 
research associate; Janice Liotta, 
Cornell University’s parasitology 
laboratory; and Dr. Tatiana Stanton, 
Cornell University Extension sheep 
and goat state specialist.

Space is limited for the on-farm 
sessions, so early registration 
is recommended at go.uvm.
edu/sheepandgoat. To request a 
disability-related accommodation 
to participate, contact Kelsie 
Meehan at (518) 810-6431 or kelsie.
meehan@uvm.edu by April 29.

For more information or questions 
about the course, contact Meehan at 
kelsie.meehan@uvm.edu.

Course covers 
management 
of parasites in 
goats and sheep
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dennis@newtonerac.com • 802- 388 -1431
www.newtonerac.com

* amounts range from $250-$500  
depending on model purchased.

A purchase made with us for a
Mitsubishi Cold Climate Heat Pump

from April 1st to May 15th will 
qualify you to receive a Visa gift card!*

SUCCESS
LIFE DOESN’T HAVE 
TO BE A MESS. 

LET US HELP YOU DESIGN A 
CUSTOMIZED CABINETRY 
SOLUTION FOR ANY ROOM
IN YOUR HOME. 

MON-FRI 8-5, SAT 8-12 OR BY APPOINTMENT | 18 CREEK RD | MIDDLEBURY, VT | (802) 458-8999  

BradfordKitchenAndBath.com

ASK US ABOUT OUR IN-HOUSE FINANCING.

• KITCHEN AND BATH DESIGN
• INSTALLATION

• RENOVATIONS
• PROJECT MANAGEMENT

• CABINETRY & COUNTERTOPS
• HARDWARE & MORE!

no me� ...

VERGENNES — Vergennes 
police on April 11 reported  that a 
Green Street resident had allegedly 
been defrauded of $1,500 by an 
emailer posing as the resident’s 
sister. 

Police said the emailer claiming 
to be the sister requested $1,500 in 
Apple gift cards, and on April 11 
the resident reported they’d been 
used — but not by her relative. 

Police said there’s little that can be 
done once such fraud has occurred 
and strongly recommended anyone 
who receives an online or phone 
solicitation for money or something 
of financial value makes sure they 
know who they are dealing with 
before sending anything.

In other action between April 11 
and 17, Vergennes police conducted 
nine traffic stops; nine patrols, 
six on foot and three in cruisers; 
two VIN inspections; a property 
watch; and two pre-employment 
fingerprinting screenings, and also:

On April 11:
• Took a report for insurance 

purposes from a resident whose car 
had been damaged while parked in 
the city.

• Issued a no-trespass order to a 
city woman’s ex-boyfriend relating 
to a child custody dispute.

MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 
Safe Routes’ annual bike swap will 
be held on Saturday, May 7, from 9 
a.m.-noon at Middlebury’s Cannon 
Park, near Frog Hollow Bikes. The 
event will be held rain or shine, 
and it will present the opportunity 
to find the perfect new-to-you bike, 
sell that old bike that’s been taking 
up space in the garage all these 
years, or, better yet, do both.  

It’s called a “bike swap” in the 
sense that people turn in bikes they 
no longer want to “swap” and a 
different used or new bike, or bikes 
can just be sold or bought at the 
swap as well. 

From kids’ bikes to road bikes, 
full suspension bikes, or maybe 
even fat-tire or e-bikes, it’s all there 
waiting. Staff and volunteers will 
be on hand to answer questions and 
guide people to the bike best suited 
for them. The swap is hosted by 
Frog Hollow Bikes and Middlebury 
Safe Routes with support from the 
Town of Middlebury. 

Drop off bikes and gear for 
the swap at FHB before noon on 
May 6 and indicate if you want 
sale proceeds to go to you or 
be donated to Middlebury Safe 
Routes. A percentage goes to FHB 
either way. Frog Hollow Bikes is 
open Monday-Saturday from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. year-round for used 
bike drop-off for consignment, 
to buy new or used bikes and to 
service and assemble bikes. 

Remember to record your 
existing and newly acquired 
bike’s make, color and any other 
identifying features in case it is 
missing to report to police, and 
secure it with a good lock. A bike 
will be raffled at the swap, and bike 
information forms will be on hand. 
Middlebury Police Department 
releases unclaimed missing and 
stolen bikes for sale in the swap. 
Claims must be made before May 
7 if your bike is missing. 

Middlebury Safe Routes 

monitors traffic patterns and 
student travel behavior, plans 
activities to teach bike skills and 
rules of the road, and recommends 
improvements to roads, parking 
lots, drop-offs, sidewalks, 
crosswalks, traffic lights, signage, 
bus routes, bike routes, bike racks, 
and more. 

Enjoy browsing related 
sales and activities happening 
downtown this Green Up Day 

weekend, including outdoor 
clothing and gear in Main Street 
stores. Learn about upcoming 
events in May, which is bike 
month, including the VT Walk/
Bike Summit on Friday, May 6, 
convening at Town Hall Theater; 
the Way to Go! Transportation 
Challenge; how to register for a 
free e-bike loan through Ilsley 
Public Library; and the Kelly Boe 
Memorial Bike Ride on May 17. 

THE PERFECT BIKE for you might be found at the Middlebury bike 
swap on Saturday, May 7, in Middlebury’s Cannon Park.

Photo courtesy of Middlebury Safe Routes

Bike swap
to be held
Sat., May 7

City resident is victim of email fraud

Police Log
Vergennes

• Accepted for destruction 
a pillbox containing drug 
paraphernalia found in a parking lot 
off Main Street.

• Looked into a report of a 
woman driving an RV that was 
blocking a gas pump at the Main 
Street Maplefields and who was 
said to be abusive to customers and 
employees. Police said she left, but 
they found her at the Agency of 
Transportation Park and Ride lot 
and learned she was under mental 
duress, but safe to continue on her 
way.

• Took a report that a teenage 
girl had not returned to her city 
home and, because of a prior 
involvement, also informed the 
Department for Children and 
Families she was missing. Police 
said she came home later in the 
evening.

On April 12, dealt with a one-car 
accident in the Shaw’s Supermarket 
parking lot, a one-vehicle accident 
on North Main Street, and a two-
vehicle accident at the intersection 

of Main Street and Monkton Road.
On April 13:
• Heard from a driver that the 

underside of her vehicle had been 
damaged when she struck a guinea 
hen on Comfort Hill.

• Checked on the welfare of a 
Main Street resident on behalf of a 
worried family member and found 
no problem.

On April 14, responded to a 
report of a loose horse on West 
Main Street.

On April 15, searched the areas 
around Vergennes Union High 
and Elementary schools and found 
all safe and sound after a VUHS 
employee reported hearing a 
possible gunshot. Police believe 
a tractor in the VUHS parking lot 
backfired.

On April 16, responded to a 
Short Street home because a man 
said he wanted his ex-girlfriend 
removed after she had overstayed 
her welcome after about three 
months. Police discovered she was 
having a medical emergency, and 
the Vergennes Area Rescue Squad 
took her to Porter Hospital. 

On April 17, helped Vermont 
State Police at the city station by 
evaluating a suspect for driving 
under the influence of drugs.  

MONTPELIER — The Vermont 
Fish and Wildlife Board voted 
on April 6 to have 60 either-sex 
moose hunting permits and 40 
antlerless moose hunting permits 
available this year for a hunt 
limited to Vermont’s Wildlife 
Management Unit (WMU) E in 
the northeastern corner of the 
state. The science-based hunt will 
result in an estimated harvest of 
51 to 65 moose, or 5 percent of the 
more than 1,000 moose currently 
estimated to live in WMU E. 

Permit applications are now 
available on the Vermont Fish and 
Wildlife Department’s website 
www.vtfishandwildlife.com.

The Fish and Wildlife 
Department recently partnered with 
University of Vermont researchers 

to conduct a study of moose health 
and survival in WMU E. The results 
of this study, in which 126 moose 
(36 cows, 90 calves) were fitted 
with GPS tracking collars, clearly 
showed that chronic high winter 
tick loads have caused the health of 
moose in that part of the state to be 
very poor. Survival of adult moose 
remained relatively good, but birth 
rates were very low and less than 
half of the calves survived their 
first winter.

The goal of the Fish and Wildlife 
Department’s 2022 moose season 
recommendation is to improve the 
health of moose in WMU-E by 
reducing the impact of winter ticks. 

Lottery applications for hunting 
permits are $10 for residents and 
$25 for nonresidents. The deadline 

to apply is June 22.  Winners of 
the permit lottery will purchase 
resident hunting permits for $100 
and nonresident hunting permits 
for $350. 

Hunters who held a permit 
within the past five years are not 
eligible to apply for a permit or 
to buy a bonus point. Applicants 
must continue to annually submit 
a moose permit application if they 
wish to retain their past bonus 
permits and accumulate subsequent 
bonus points.

Five permits will be available 
to Vermont military veterans, 
three permits will be available for 
“Special Opportunity” recipients 
with life-threatening illnesses, and 
three permits will be auctioned in 
accordance with regulations. 

Moose permit applications available
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Supporting Agriculture in Addison County 
& Beyond Since 1988

759-2562
4373 Rt 17 West 
Addison, Vermont

There is nothing like
a Vermont spring! 

Get out there and enjoy it!

Reed’s Equipment

DeVos farm sale remains unresolved
By ANDY KIRKALDY

FERRISBURGH — The 
Ferrisburgh selectboard on 
Tuesday, April 19, said it still 
needs more information from the 
Department of Fish and Wildlife 
before it can decide whether to 
support F&W’s proposed purchase 
of a 320-acre North Ferrisburgh 
farm.

The Kimball Brook Farm, 
owned by J.D. and Cheryl DeVos, 
has most of its frontage on Ashley 
Road and also fronts Long Point 
Road. It abuts to the west and south 
the Little Otter Creek Wildlife 
Management Area. F&W hopes to 
complete the sale in September, if 
Ferrisburgh backs it.

Will Duane, F&W’s land 
acquisition coordinator, addressed 
at the meeting a central concern 
of selectboard members: whether 
the tract’s usable farmland would 
remain dedicated to agriculture.

Duane said F&W offi cials plan 
to lease that farmland, at least 40 
acres — and possibly as much as 
70 acres in its northeastern portion 
if grazing land is included — to 
a local farmer with a renewable 
fi ve-year lease that will more 
likely become an arrangement of 
20 years or longer. 

“We have a long, successful 
history of renting back to local 
farmers after acquisition,” Duane 
said, citing as an example leases 
at Addison’s Dead Creek Wildlife 

Area that date “back to the 1970s.”
Later during the meeting, board 

member Red Muir revisited the 
issue.

“You couldn’t give us a solid 
answer on how long 
it would be available 
for agriculture,” 
Muir said.

John Austin, 
F&W’s Land and 
Habitat Program 
Manager, also 
attending the 
meeting via Zoom, 
responded.

“I think it is safe 
to say we would be 
looking to come up 
with an arrangement 
to lease the dry 
areas of the farm for 
continued agricultural activities 
for a period of at least 20 years 
through license agreements with 
local farmers,” Austin said.

“They’re a clause in the license 
agreements that they’re renewed 
every fi ve years unless there is a 
lack of interest by the farmer,” he 
added. “It may go well beyond 20 
years.”

F&W plans to merge the rest 
of the farm with the Wildlife 
Management Area to be used for 
wildlife conservation and public 
recreation, according to Duane and 
Austin. 

Ferrisburgh selectboard members 

have also expressed concerns about 
the loss of tax revenue. Duane and 
Austin said at the meeting that 
F&W would pay $1,771 a year 
in lieu of property taxes, and that 

amount would 
be revisited and 
almost certainly 
increased after fi ve 
years. 

D u a n e 
addressed another 
board concern. He 
noted the appraisal 
F&W used to 
make its offer also 
takes into account 
an existing 
c o n s e r v a t i o n 
easement on the 
land, thus it was 
not overpaying 

taxpayer dollars.
“Those land rights have already 

been moved off. They’re not being 
purchased a second time,” he said.

The DeVos family would retain 
10 acres of the farm in the deal, 
and the town would continue to 
receive taxes on that portion of the 
property. 

Board Chair Jessica James said 
after the meeting she would look 
into what the town could expect to 
receive from both payment in lieu 
of taxes (PILOT) and in taxes from 
the carved-out land. She said she’d 
compare that number to the town’s 

ADDISON  COUNTY

Agricultural News

“We tried to sell 
off this section 
of (farmland) 
… and none 
of the farmers 
bit on it. They 
don’t have the 
capital.”

— Cheryl DeVos

Local 4-H’ers take home awards
BURLINGTON — The State 

4-H Horse Quiz Bowl, the fi rst 
statewide 4-H horse event of 
the year, drew a large number of 
competitors.

Sixty 4-H’ers from clubs in 
six counties took part in the 
April 2 event on the University 
of Vermont (UVM) campus in 
Burlington. Rosette ribbons were 
awarded to the top ten fi nishers in 
each age group, based on scores 
from several buzzer rounds of oral 
questions covering a wide range of 
equine topics.

Of the Addison County 4-H’ers 
who participated, the following 
took home awards:

8- and 9-year-olds: Naria 
Audet, Orwell, 3rd.

Sixteen Vermont 4-H club 
members took part in this year’s 
Vermont 4-H Poultry Day.

The event, held April 2 at the 
University of Vermont (UVM) 
Extension 4-H offi ce in South 
Burlington, featured a number 
of fun activities designed to 

(See DeVos, Page 13A)

10- and 11-year-olds: Chloe 
LaMarche, Starksboro, 3rd.       

14-18-year-olds: Shyanne 
Wedge, Shoreham, 4th; and Brailey 
Livingston, New Haven, 6th.

The quiz bowl was sponsored 
by UVM Extension 4-H and 
Chittenden County 4-H.

To learn more about the Vermont 
4-H horse program and events, 
contact Wendy Sorrell at wendy.
sorrell@uvm.edu.

teach about and test the poultry 
expertise of the participants.

The top four fi nishers in each 
division were awarded a rosette 
ribbon. All other competitors 
received Danish participation 
ribbons.

Local winners include: 
Hen Level (advanced poultry 

knowledge): Erin Whipple, 14, 
1st, and Katherine Whipple, 17, 
2nd, both from Bridport 

Peep Level (beginner poultry 
knowledge): Gracelynn Barber, 
9, Shoreham 4th. 

To learn more about 4-H or 
the 4-H poultry project, call the 
UVM Extension 4-H state offi ce 
at (800) 571-0668 (toll-free) or 
(802) 651-8343.

Spring on the farm
SUNSET BACKLIGHTS A line of trees along the edge of a Middlebury farm fi eld early this week, a 

day before the April snow covered this landscape and all of Addison County.
Independent photo/John S. McCright
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Introducing a new pasture mix from Preferred Seed Company designed
 for overseeding and frost seeding!

Introducing a new pasture mix from Preferred Seed Company designed

Want More Out of Your Pastures?

Our Pasture Refresher Mix is a special blend 
of highly palatable forage grasses and clover 
that establish quickly with vigorous growth, 
improving pasture quality and yield. It is an 
excellent choice for frost seeding, over-seeding, 
or no-tilling into an existing pasture.

PASTURE REFRESHER MIX
30% Duo Festulolium
25% Garibatldi Tetraploid Perennial Ryegrass
20% Crown Royale Orchardgrass
15% Zorro Italian Ryegrass
10% Jumbo Ladino Clover

• A premier mix designed for overseeding or 
frost seeding an existing pasture or meadow.

• Improves quality and yield of existing stands.
• Well suited for livestock and horses.
• Can be seeded straight for new stand 

establishment.
• Seed at half rate in two directions when 

broadcasting for best results.
• Seeding Rate: 15-351bs./acre

88 Seymour Street 
Middlebury, VT
middlebury@bbinc.us 
(802)388-7000 | (800)639-7051

current receipts for the overall 
parcel, and share that information 
with the board when it revisits the 
question of whether to support the 
sale.

Board member Clark Hinsdale, 
who recused himself from voting 
on the question as an abutting 
landowner, described his issues 
with the deal.

“I still have a philosophical 
objection to making tenants of our 
farmers,” he said, speaking as a 
resident. “Part of the conservation 
infrastructure we’ve created in this 
state is designed to keep agricultural 
land at a fair agricultural price, 
and have it altered by farmers and 
not have a European-style feudal 
system where the lord government 
owns the land and the serfs farm 
it.” 

Hinsdale also questioned 
whether a renter would maintain 
the buildings on the farmland 
properly. 

Hinsdale and board member 
Chris Campbell both said they 
preferred the sale to F&W be 

limited to the non-agricultural land 
and not include the farmland.

Campbell suggested the board 
consider whether it would be better 
for the town if the DeVos family 
waited longer in hopes a farmer 
would buy the property rather than 
sell to F&W.

Cheryl DeVos answered.
“This farm has been for sale for 

over a year,” DeVos said. “Any 
farmer could have bought it … 
We tried to sell off this section 
of the farm (farmland), just sell 
the rest of it to Fish and Wildlife, 
and none of the farmers bit on it. 
They don’t have the capital… This 
seems like a good way for a farmer 
to get a good deal, and it remain as 
farmland.”

Duane promised to pin down 
answers to the board’s questions 
about the PILOT program, the 
ownership of a fi shing access in 
the Little Otter Creek WMA, and 
whether he could disclose the 
purchase price.

In other business on April 19, the 
Ferrisburgh selectboard:

• Heard from Minister Paul 
Hoffman that the Center Methodist 

Church next to, and to the north 
of, Ferrisburgh’s Route 7 town 
offi ce building would be placed on 
the market within a year, and the 
congregation would like to offer 
it to the town fi rst. At Hinsdale’s 
suggestion, the board agreed to 
explore whether the church could 
be converted into a senior center. 

• Voted to support a Building 
Maintenance Committee and 
Friends of the Union Meeting Hall 
proposal to remove old and unused 
sheds from the town-owned 
property on Route 7 to allow for 
the future installation of a parking 
spaces on the northeastern corner 
of the lot.

• Made a series of appointments 
— John Paul and Katie Quinn, to 
three-year terms on the Ferrisburgh 
Zoning Board of Adjustment; 
Tim Davis, Arabella Holzapfel 
and Steve Huffaker to one-year 
terms to represent the town on 
the Addison County Regional 
Planning Commission; and 
Huffaker to a one-year term on the 
ACRPC’s Transportation Advisory 
Committee. 

DeVos
(Continued from Page 12A)

Spring colors
SOME PEOPLE THINK there is a pot of gold at the end of the rainbow, but this photo shows proof 

that the celestial guide really points to a Vermont farm — in this case, a farm on Route 73 in Orwell 
where Keith Tifft milks goats. 

Photo courtesy of Frances Stone

USDA gathers data on organic 
agriculture production here

BOSTON — The United States 
Department of Agriculture’s 2021 
Organic Survey is gathering new 
data on certifi ed organic crops and 
livestock commodities in the United 
States. This effort is critical to help 
determine the economic impact 
of certifi ed organic agriculture 
production on the nation. 

The USDA continues to receive 
requests for updated data on organic 
farms, especially to measure 
growth in the production sector of 
the organic industry. According 
to the 2019 survey, U.S. certifi ed 
organic producers sold a total of 
$9.93 billion in products, up 31% 
over 2016. That is a signifi cant 
increase, and this upcoming survey 
will help determine if that type of 
growth has been sustained. 

The survey was mailed to 
over 5,000 known certifi ed 
organic farms and ranches in the 

northeastern U.S. Producers can 
return their questionnaires by mail 
or complete them online at www.
agcounts.usda.gov using the new 
Respondent Portal. On the portal, 
producers can complete their 
surveys, see previously reported 
data, access data visualizations 
and reports of interest, link to other 
USDA agencies, get a local weather 
update and more. 

The report, to be released on 
Dec. 15, 2022, will provide data 
for USDA’s Risk Management 
Agency to evaluate crop insurance 
coverage, as well as assist 
producers, suppliers, and others in 
the private sector in planning the 
production and marketing of new 
products to help sustain industry 
growth. 

For more information about the 
2021 Certifi ed Organic Survey, 
visit nass.usda.gov/organics . 

VERMONT HONEY
The USDA this month released 

some data on honey production in 
the Northeast. Honey production 
in 2021 from Vermont producers 
with fi ve or more colonies totaled 
329 thousand pounds, up 17% 
from 2020. There were 7 thousand 
colonies producing honey in 2021, 
up 17% from 2020. Yield per colony 
averaged 47 pounds, unchanged 
from 2020. Honey prices decreased 
during 2021 to $3.28 per pound, 
down 17% from $3.94 per pound in 
2020. Producer honey stocks were 
76 thousand pounds on December 
15, 2021, down 21% from a year 
earlier. 

Editor’s note: This story was 
provided by King Whetstone, 
regional director for the USDA’s 
Agricultural Statistics Service, 
Northeastern Regional Field Offi ce.
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Pet PHOTO
C O N T E S T

The categories are:

Funny Faces

Best Pals

Action Shot

Couch Potato

Model Shot

Work Companions

Be sure to include a photo, your pet name(s), approximate age(s), and a 
brief description of why your pet is the best. Contest ends May 5, 2022. 

� e Addy Indy sta�  will collect entries for each category and then turn it 
over to popular vote on our Facebook page! Winners will be announced 

on May 19 in our special Animal Issue of Arts + Leisure. 

Each category winner will receive a prize!

Be sure to include a photo, your pet name(s), approximate age(s), and a 
brief description of why your pet is the best. Contest ends May 5, 2022. 

� e Addy Indy sta�  will collect entries for each category and then turn it 
over to popular vote on our Facebook page! Winners will be announced 

FURRY? FLUFFY? SCALEY? FEATHERY? CUDDLY? WE WANT TO SEE THEM ALL!

Submit your best photo:
Email: contests@addisonindependent.com

Online: addisonindependent.com/contests

Mail or in person: 58 Maple Street, Middlebury

Hurry, enter by May 5!Hurry, enter by

� ank you to our contest sponsor:

Do you have a pup that’s totally pawesome? A cat who’s purrfectly perfect? A ferret 
that happens to be your BFF (best ferret furever)? A snake that’s sssssuper cool? 

Then it’s your time to shine in the annual Addison Independent

the challenge of being a TSRP.
“It’s of interest to mine, a 

place where we are seeing an 
increase in the number of DUIs, 
especially through COVID, both 
locally and throughout the state,” 
Wygmans said during a recent 
phone interview. “Especially with 
a large and concerning increase 
in juvenile DUIs, I’m hoping to 
assist in reinvigorating our non-
governmental partners — such as 
Mothers Against Drunk Driving — 
(to wage) a more aggressive public 
education campaign.”

In addition to prosecuting some 
of the state’s most high-profile 
drunken driving cases, Wygmans 
and his colleague Stacy Graczyk 
will gather educational materials, 
statistics and other resources for 
prosecutors statewide to more 
effectively litigate DUI cases.

The new gig will allow the 
Wygmans, a Democrat who resides 
in South Burlington, to work mainly 
from home, but he will spend time 
traveling to various courthouses 
that require his services.

Wygmans first joined the local 
state’s attorney’s office in 2013. He 
worked three years there as a deputy 
state’s attorney, prosecuting sex 
crimes and domestic violence cases. 
In December of 2016, Wygmans 
briefly left Addison County to 
become a deputy prosecutor in 
Chittenden County, taking on 
a variety of criminal cases. But 
he returned to Middlebury just a 
month later to take on the Addison 

County State’s Attorney job.
Wygmans has enjoyed his work 

as the county’s top prosecutor, 
though he conceded the past two 
pandemic-laden years have been a 
real challenge. COVID has virtually 
paralyzed in-person 
court proceedings, 
meaning most of the 
legal interactions take 
place remotely, through 
a two-dimensional 
screen.
A ROUGH TWO 
YEARS

Since trials are now 
few and far between, 
there’s a tremendous 
backlog in cases, said 
Wygmans, who’s 
currently shepherding 
about 300 of them. 
Bevere is handling a similar 
caseload, while another deputy is 
carrying more than 100.

As a TSRP, Wygmans’ caseload 
will go down to around 10, 
allowing for ample investigation 
time and therefore better conviction 
rates. And his domain won’t be 
limited to alcohol offenses; with 
recreational marijuana becoming 
legal in Vermont and available 
through licensed retail stores come 
Oct. 1, Wygmans will increasingly 
be called upon to help prosecutors 
to gauge impairment by cannabis 
consumers,

Conversely, staying with the SA’s 
office would have meant retaining a 
slew of cases and no firm timetable 
on when they’ll get adjudicated.

“That’s part of what went into 
this decision,” Wygmans said of his 
career transition. “I know things are 
going to start opening up, which is 
great, but it’s been a rough couple 
of years over the COVID stuff, 

with the courts closing, 
reopening, closing 
again, with no trials. 
It’s been an interesting 
experience, but not great 
for both prosecution 
and defense, as well as 
defendants and victims.”

Wygmans is proud 
of the contributions 
he’s made to the county 
state’s attorney’s office 
during his more than 
five years at the helm. 
He specifically cited his 
role in:

• Modernizing the prosecutors’ 
office. That’s meant converting to 
a largely paperless system that has 
in turn saved taxpayers considerable 
money. The silver lining of COVID 
is that a lot of the computer-related 
upgrades received good funding 
and considerable attention — given 
that court proceedings were at a 
standstill.

• Creating a “DLS Diversion 
Program” through which people 
convicted of driving with a 
suspended license were able to 
get relicensed quicker due to less 
onerous fines.

“DLS is truly a poor person’s 
crime,” he said. “It didn’t make 
sense to fine someone not able to 
pay that fine.”

Wygmans said the diversion 
program “has been incredibly 
successful,” allowing DLS offenders 
to learn an important lesson in a 
manner that allows them to avoid 
accruing more debt (through a big 
fine) while returning to driving so 
they can get back to work.

• Assembling what he called “a 
tremendous staff.” 

“Right now, we’re fully staffed 
and I feel really confident whatever 
storm is coming, as far as filling 
my position and whatever other 
vacancy might be there,” Wygmans 
said. “I feel I’m leaving at a good 
time.”

• Emphasizing prosecution 
of offenders whose conduct is 
“injurious to other people,” while 
not focusing as much on small 
misdemeanors.

• Helping past offenders to 
expunge from their criminal records 
convictions for misdemeanors and, 
in some cases, non-violent felonies. 
Wygmans argued that offenders who 
have long-since paid for their non-
violent crimes shouldn’t continue to 
lose potential job opportunities by 
having those past offenses linger on 
their criminal records.

“Our office was one of the first (in 

Vermont) to run an (expungement) 
clinic … and pursued it pretty 
aggressively as a way of helping 
people,” he said. “One of the things 
we didn’t anticipate in setting up 
this criminal justice system of ours 
is that a record could follow you for 
decades.”
PETER BEVERE

Wygmans is confident Bevere 
could easily step in next month as 
acting SA, which would then allow 
the office to advertise and fill the 
deputy SA position that Bevere 
would be vacating.

“Dennis and I have worked well 
together for over three years now 
and I look forward to maintaining the 
continuity of the office and working 
with our community partners to best 
serve Addison County,” Bevere 
said. “It would be an honor to be 
appointed state’s attorney by Gov. 
Scott, and I hope that my time 
and work here in Addison County, 
and my record over 15 years as a 
prosecutor, earns an appointment to 
continue this crucial work. As for 
the fall, it is my intention to run for 
state’s attorney and to do so as an 
Independent. I have always believed 
that the State’s Attorney’s Office is 
not a political office, but rather the 
office’s role is to fairly and justly 
enforce the laws the legislature 
provides us. I look forward to 
serving our community as the next 
Addison County State’s Attorney.”

Dave Silberman, vice chair of 
the Addison County Democratic 
Committee, said his group is 
committed to gathering a list of 
prospective appointees to submit to 
Scott.

“Given that there are over nine 
months left in Dennis’s current 
term (which expires Jan. 31, 2023), 
we feel leaving the office vacant 
would be harmful to public safety 
and the administration of justice 
in our county,” he said. “As things 
currently stand, there are already 
untenable delays in clearing cases 
through the criminal-legal system, 
with people facing charges waiting 
months more than usual for their day 
in court, potentially violating the 
fundamental Constitutional right to 
a speedy trial. The Addison County 
State’s Attorney’s Office needs its 
full complement of professional 
staff, and then some.”

The Independent reached out to 
Scott’s spokesman, Jason Maulucci, 
to get a sense of the governor’s 
strategy for filling the impending 
Addison County SA vacancy.

“We have not received a 
resignation letter yet so we have not 
had discussions on timing,” Mau-
lucci said, “We would likely move 
through the standard process of 
requesting names for consideration 
for an appointment, but it’s too soon 
to say.”

Wygmans
(Continued from Page 1A)

WYGMANS

according to a USDA press release.
City officials said other outside 

funding sources for the sewer 
project appear secure, including $6 
million of direct federal support.

Before the USDA RD 
announcement, city officials had 
projected most customers’ rates to 
rise from $500 to $1,040 over the 
next five years to fund the project. 
Redmond said he 
would recalculate 
rate projections 
before the next city 
council meeting.
PROJECT 
UPDATE

Meanwhile — city 
department heads, 
including Redmond, 
Public Works 
Director Jim Larrow 
and Treatment 
Plant Operator 
Rick Chaput, and 
Hoyle & Tanner and 
Associates engineers 
— are in various 
stages of planning 
for the project. 

That includes 
a sump-pump 
d i s c o n n e c t i o n 
program. A Hoyle & Tanner study 
showed, as did earlier research 
into stormwater infiltration into the 
system, that technically illegal sump 
pumps in city buildings and homes 
are a central source of the persistent 
system overflows into Otter Creek 
from its Macdonough Drive pump 
station.

Redmond said Chaput and Larrow 
are focusing on rewriting the city 
sump pump laws. City officials have 
said they would support property 
owners if necessary to help them 
wean their buildings away from 
sump pumps.

“Rick and Jim are working on 
the sump-pump plan. We’ll present 
that next time. Our plan is to ask 
the council to fund the effort using 
ARPA (American Rescue Plan Act) 
money,” Redmond said. “We ran 
that past them a couple weeks ago, 
and they seemed pretty receptive to 
it.”

Hoyle & Tanner project manager 
Jennie Auster shared details 
about the larger project with the 
Independent in a phone interview.

Auster said all projects have 
preliminary engineering, final 
design and construction phases. The 
city wastewater treatment system 
overhaul has three parts, all now in 
the preliminary engineering or final 
design phases. 

The furthest along are plans for 
the treatment plant on Otter Creek’s 
west bank, for which Auster said 
preliminary engineering is complete 
and, critically, has won approval 

from the USDA. 
Hoyle & Tanner will move 

into the final design phase for the 
treatment plant this fall, which 
Auster said would take about a year, 
including final regulatory approval. 

“It’s about a two-year construction 
period after that,” she said. The 
upshot is the city should have a new 
treatment plant by late 2025. 

A second major part of the overall 
project is the upgrade 
to the Macdonough 
Drive pump station, 
which handles all 
the inflow from the 
city east of Otter 
Creek, not always 
successfully, along 
with the addition of 
a second line from 
that station under the 
river to the treatment 
plant. The existing 
cast iron line is 
about 60 years old, 
and its condition is 
unknown. 

Hoyle & Tanner 
is in the preliminary 
engineering phase 
for that combined 
project, which could 
include new pumps 

and a holding tank to supplement 
the pump station. But Auster said 
the firm is still going “through 
the process of identifying what 
specific improvements should be 
incorporated into the project.”

That process will start soon and 
go through early next year, with 
the yearlong final design process 
to follow. That timetable pegs 
construction to begin sometime in 
2024.

The final element is the collection 
system, which the city is beginning 
to address with the sump pump 
effort. Meanwhile, Hoyle & Tanner 
will continue to look into which of 
the aging sewer lines need to be 
replaced, and in which order.

Larrow and his crew will 
help prioritize those in the worst 
condition and work around 
potential paving projects, Auster 
said. The first focus will most likely 
be on sewer line replacements for 
segments downtown and along 
North Main Street and Macdonough 
Drive. Those projects could be done 
within the next couple years.

The Army Corps of Engineers is 
expected to step in and replace a 
number of city sewer lines, but the 
Corps has a longer lead time before 
it will begin work, Auster said. 

“The ones that are funded 
through the Army Corps, it’s a 
slower moving process,” she said. 
“We don’t anticipate those going 
into construction within the next 
five years.”

Vergennes sewer
(Continued from Page 1A)

REDMOND
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Ski champs

The MUHS girls’ Nordic team 

trounced the competition in the 

state meet. See Sports, Page 1B.

Recreation

Look for kid and adult sports 

and activites opportunties in our 

Spring Guide inside. 

Spring Activity Guide
Spring Activity Guide

March - May 2022
March - May 2022

Programs, Athletics and Special Events for Adults, Youth and Families

Programs, Athletics and Special Events for Adults, Youth and Families

Middlebury Parks & Recreation Department

townofmiddlebury.org
MIDDLEBURY

Parks & Recreation

move  •  grow  •  connect

Challengers unseat ACSD incumbents Exchange student 

stands up for Ukraine

Doria, McCallum win convincingly

Vergennes 
OKs $25.5M 
for big sewer 
overhaul

Majority 
of school 
budgets 
approved
OV & Slate Valley

plans are rejected

MAUSD towns 

ratify Lincoln’s 

withdrawal vote
Midd picks Hooper, 

Seeley and Thomas

Cannabis 
sales OK’d 

in 3 towns

Delia-Lôbo’s selectboard bid falls short

(See School budgets, Page 14A)

(See Lincoln, Page 15A)

(See Middlebury, Page 16A)

(See Cannabis, Page 16A)

(See Vergennes, Page 16A)

(See Herasim, Page 14A)

(See ACSD board, Page 15A)

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Esther 

Thomas, Andy Hooper and Heather 

Seeley on Tuesday prevailed in a 

four-person race for three available 

three-year terms on the Middlebury 

selectboard.
Incumbent Esther Thomas was 

the top vote-getter with 

955 tallies, followed by 

challenger Andy Hooper 

(845) and incumbent 

Heather Seeley (783). 

Resident Matthew 

Delia-Lôbo finished 

out of the running with 

516 votes in his first 

municipal election.

Longtime incumbent 

Middlebury Selectman 

Nick Artim chose not to 

run for re-election.

Thomas, a one-year incumbent 

and residential director at 

Middlebury College, is a member 

of the town’s Infrastructure 

Committee and a leader of the 

community’s Diversity, Equity and 

Inclusion (DEI) efforts.

“I want to thank people for voting 

for me and being so supportive,” 

Thomas said during a post-election 

interview.

Her priorities for the next 

three years include expanding 

Middlebury’s affordable housing 

stock, supporting a library 

renovation/expansion project and 

continuing to make Middlebury a 

welcoming community through the 

DEI work that’s under way.

Hooper, an IT 

programmer at the Agri-

Mark/Cabot corporate 

office in Waitsfield, is 

pleased to have been 

elected after having lost 

out on a selectboard spot 

(to Thomas) last year.

“I’m thrilled,” he said.

Among other things, 

he’s looking forward 

to getting up to speed 

on board protocols 

and touring municipal 

facilities to speak with town 

workers. Having previously served 

four terms on the Montpelier City 

Council, Hooper already knows a 

lot about municipal government.

His stated priorities include 

increasing the local affordable 

housing stock, making the 

community more business-

friendly, and finding ways for 

“I want 

to thank 

people for 

voting for 

me and 

being so 

supportive.”

— Esther 

Thomas

Henry Luther Sheldon, founder 

of the Henry Sheldon Museum, 

was an avid collector. Now the 

Middlebury museum that bears 

his name (and his collection) 

wants to see, and display, some 

of your interesting artifacts. The 

Sheldon Museum is organizing a 

summer exhibit called “Addison 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

LINCOLN — Members of Save Community 

Schools are celebrating after an overwhelming 

affirmation Tuesday of their proposal to 

withdraw Lincoln from the Mount Abraham 

Unified School District.

This past August, in an effort to prevent their 

school from being closed, Lincoln residents 

voted by a 3-to-1 margin to withdraw from the 

MAUSD. That was the first step in a long process 

dictated by state statutes.

The second step was getting the four other 

MAUSD member towns of Bristol, Monkton, 

New Haven and Starksboro to ratify Lincoln’s 

vote. That was accomplished on Town Meeting 

Day, when the voters of those towns approved 

Lincoln’s plan — by a combined 3-to-1 margin.

In all, the towns cast 1,366 votes in favor, 441 

against.
Individual town results broke down as follows:

• Bristol: 554-219.

• Monkton: 289-70.

• New Haven: 240-90.

• Starksboro 286-54.

“We’re delighted,” said Paul Forlenza, the 

Lincoln selectboard’s liaison to Save Community 

Schools (SCS) and an active and outspoken 

supporter of the withdrawal movement. “This 

victory reflects an incredible amount of hard 

work, not only in Lincoln but in other towns as 

well.”
SCS is a group of parents and community 

By ANDY KIRKALDY

VERGENNES — Vergennes 

residents on Tuesday strongly 

backed spending up to $25.5 million 

— with an expectation of major 

outside government funding — for 

a complete overhaul of the city’s 

failing and aging sewer collection 

system and treatment plant.

The vote in favor of the council 

proposal went 384 to 60, or about 

87-13%.
Vergennes officials believe 

ratepayers will probably have to 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — An Addison 

Central School District board 

election firmly rooted in the 

debate over the future of small 

rural schools culminated in wins 

on Tuesday for two outspoken 

advocates for keeping all of the 

ACSD’s elementary schools open.

Town Meeting Day voting saw 

residents in the ACSD towns of 

Bridport, Cornwall, Middlebury, 

Ripton, Salisbury, Shoreham and 

Weybridge endorse challenger 

Joanna Doria over incumbent 

Amy McGlashan, 1,461-802, to 

represent Ripton on the 13-member 

panel.
In the other contested race, 

Jamie McCallum bested incumbent 

(and ACSD board Chair) Mary 

Cullinane, 1,389-845, to serve 

three years as the Weybridge 

representative on the board, which 

oversees preK-12 education for 

children in the seven member 

towns.
Doria, a member of Save Our 

Schools (SOS), already serves on 

the Ripton School District board, 

which is overseeing the town’s 

transition from ACSD member 

to an independent 

school district. Ripton 

has navigated all the 

statutory hurdles to 

become independent, 

effective July 1, 2023. 

So barring Ripton’s 

re-entry into the 

ACSD, Doria’s term 

on the district board 

will last 16 months, 

instead of three years.

McCallum, a first-

time candidate for 

local office, is also 

an advocate for preserving rural 

schools. While the ACSD board has 

no plan on the table to close any 

of the district’s seven 

elementary schools, a 

solid majority of the 

panel has stated that 

declining enrollment 

and rising education 

costs are likely to soon 

drive decisions on how 

many school buildings 

the district will be 

able to afford without 

overburdening local 

taxpayers.
All four candidates 

ran active campaigns 

that included multiple support 

messages that appeared in the 

By INDEPENDENT STAFF

ADDISON COUNTY — 

Residents in the Addison Central, 

Mount Abraham Unified and 

Addison Northwest school districts 

on Tuesday all strongly supported 

spending plans for the 2022-2023 

academic year.

But at the same time, the Otter 

Valley Unified Union School 

District budget was defeated, 

522-462, by voters in the Brandon 

area. The district’s proposed budget 

presented a 7.8% jump in spending 

to $22,710,955 with per-pupil 

spending increasing by 9.72%. 

Taxes throughout OVUUSD 

district towns, however, were not 

expected to rise nearly as much, 

with Brandon’s taxes rising only 

1.69% compared to the prior year, 

for example. 

School officials were surprised 

because very little public comment 

By JOHN S. McCRIGHT

MIDDLEBURY — When 

Diana Herasim left her European 

home last August to come to 

America and take part in a 

student exchange program she 

thought that the uneasy peace 

between her country and her 

neighbors would hold.

“I didn’t have any idea how 

this would change,” the 15-year-

old Middlebury Union High 

School junior said in a Tuesday 
DIANA HERASIM

All in favor?
IT WAS JUST like old times … plus face masks. As we approach the second anniversary of the COVID-19 pandemic and most 

Vermont towns again decided all of their annual town meeting decisions by Australian ballot, folks in Goshen saw the falling infection 

rate and decided to host an in-person town meeting this past Monday night. Here some of the three dozen participants weigh in on an 

article with a show of hands. Read all of our town-by-town coverage of town meetings on Pages 8A-13A. Independent photo/Steve James

A LITTLE BOY gets a civics lesson while his mom 

votes Tuesday in the Middlebury Recreation Center, 

where three candidates won seats on the local 

selectboard. Independent photo/Steve James

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

BRISTOL — Bristol voters on 

Town Meeting Day overwhelmingly 

approved a measure that will permit 

licensed cannabis retailers to 

operate in town.

They were joined by Ferrisburgh 

and Weybridge residents who also 

OK’d retail cannabis questions 

on their ballot. Leicester and New 

Haven defeated similar proposals.

In Bristol, the article, which 

“Coming 

together will 

be a challenge, 

given the 

lingering 

history, but I 

hope doable if 

we all agree to 

begin to heal 

together.”
— Joanna Doria
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Everlasting
After a two-year wait, “Tuck Everlasting” finally takes the stage at THT. See Arts + Leisure.
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Big lax victory
The Panther men knocked off the No. 3 team in NCAA Division III on Saturday. See Page 1B.

Ferry
A Cornwall resident is adding a new chapter to the Fort Ticonderoga Ferry story. See Page 1C.

The 5-Town Partnership will sponsor a food drive outside of Shaw’s Supermarket in Bristol on Friday, April 8, from 2-6 p.m., and Saturday, April 9, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. All items donated will be sent to the Bristol Have a Heart Food Shelf and the Little Free Pantries in Starksboro, 

Activists pushing for stricter ‘clean heat’ bill350VT: Without fixes it’s just ‘greenwashing’

Orb Weaver Creamery ceases operations

Shoreham Rep. Terry Norris to 
step away

Key issue could threaten merger

Warning: Middlebury road projects ahead

House prices and more stymie young owners’ dreams

School closure seen as deal breaker

By CHRISTOPHER ROSSMONKTON — In 2016, when cheesemaker Kate Turcotte and her husband, Zack Munzer, began working with Marjorie Susman and Marian Pollack of Orb Weaver Farm with an eye toward taking over Orb Weaver’s cheesemaking operation, the young couple rented a house up the road.The house was convenient, but it was very, very small, Turcotte said. 
The way the story spooled out over the next five years presents glaring examples of the challenges Vermont faces as it tries to put a younger face on an aging population: How do we make suitable housing available and affordable to younger families, how do we pass on the 

CHEESEMAKER KATE TURCOTTE, left, and Zack Munzer of Orb Weaver Creamery in Monkton have 

sold off the last of their herd and said goodbye to their dream of carrying on the Orb Weaver legacy. The 

pandemic, a lack of affordable housing and other factors contributed to Turcotte and Munzer’s decision 

to close up shop. 

Photo by Aliza Eliazarov

By JOHN FLOWERSSHOREHAM — Rep. Terry Norris of Shoreham will not seek another term this fall representing the Addison-Rutland House district, which includes the towns of Orwell, Shoreham, Whiting and Benson.The Independent has served in the Vermont House since early 2017, when Gov. Phil Scott appointed him to serve out the balance of a two-year term vacated by Rep. Alyson Eastman, I-Orwell, who was tapped to serve as Vermont’s deputy secretary of agriculture. Norris — a former farmer, Fort Ticonderoga Ferry captain and an avid photographer — was appointed to the House Committee on Agriculture and 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSSVERMONT — Climate and energy activists are raising the alarm about what they see as critical flaws in a proposed climate bill now being considered by the Vermont Senate Committee on Natural Resources and Energy.H.715, which passed the House last month, creates a “Clean Heat Standard” that aims to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in Vermont’s heating sector by 40%, by 2030. That sector currently accounts for more than a third of the state’s climate-changing emissions.The three major tools the Clean Heat Standard proposes using are biofuels, electric heat pumps and building weatherization. But critics doubt it will work.“This bill is trying to do too much and satisfy too many interests too quickly,” said Bristol Energy Committee Member Richard Butz, who is 

a member of 350VT. “I think many of us feel that this is a bill with some very important flaws that could, if passed the way it is, create the impression we’ve done something in regard to greenhouse gas reductions, but haven’t, actually. So it becomes a case of greenwashing.”
If it becomes law, H.715 would require certain providers of fossil-based heating fuels — oil, propane, natural gas, coal and kerosene — to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions by obtaining “clean heat credits.” They could do this by delivering lower-carbon options to their customers, making deals with other companies that deliver such options, helping install non-fossil-fuel heating systems, or buying credits from the marketplace. 

Implementing all of this would 

“We’re at a juncture in our world where there will be losers … I’m not sure why we’re trying to satisfy Vermont Gas or the heating fuel dealers.”— Kimberly Hayden

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Those who live, work or shop in Middlebury will encounter a few traffic inconveniences this spring and summer due to construction projects aimed at improving water system infrastructure and road conditions on Washington Street, Court Square and Colonial Drive.

The good news is that a lot of the work will be done at night and any traffic hassles should be a relative walk in the park for a populace that courageously weathered a $72 million rail tunnel project that tied up portions of downtown Middlebury for four years.Headlining the 2022 slate of spring-summer projects will be 

the replacement of a substantial amount of antiquated water main extending from Washington Street at Seminary Street, across Court Square, over to the town green, and then over to the intersection of Main and Seymour streets. With the winning bid of $1,988,351, Beldon Construction LLC will do 

Movin’ to the beatSENY DAFFE LEADS a group of Ripton Elementary School children in a dance at the school this past Friday afternoon while his 

partners in the Jeh Kulu drum ensemble of Guinea provide the music. See more photos of the fun on Page 8A.
Independent photo/Steve James

By CHRISTOPHER ROSSADDISON COUNTY — After ambivalent discussions on Monday night, the ANWSD-MAUSD Merger Study Committee  gave preliminary approval to an article of agreement that would allow a future merged district to close elementary schools if certain academic and financial conditions are met.The step was more of a placeholder than a decision. 

Only five of the committee’s 15 members voted in favor of it, with four opposing and six abstaining. The vote was then followed by a unanimous commitment to revisit the article and its language at a future meeting.
The comittee has been charged with studying the possibility of a merger between the Addison Northwest and Mount Abraham Unified school districts, but after 

nine months, some members have begun to express doubts about its feasibility.
“I feel like not including the language that protects the town school is a non-starter,” said committee member Dustin Corrigan of Bristol. “I don’t think this merger will pass without it, and I also think it will result in more schools leaving the current districts.”

Lincoln and Starksboro have 

Who needs snow?A SNOWBOARDER MAKES the transition from winter to spring by skimming the pond in front 

of the Middlebury College Snow Bowl lodge on Saturday. He was joined by around 115 others in 

the event that invited participants to dress for the occasion — clearly this guy got the message.Independent photo/Steve James
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Rollercoaster
Josh Panda & Clint Bierman 
join forces to vie in the American 
Song Contest. Watch the show 
live at THT. See Arts + Leisure.

By the wayBy the way

Eagles top OV
In a boys’ lax rival game, Mount 
Abe-VUHS outlasted the Otters 
in Bristol. See Sports, Page 1B.

Spring Sports!
Our special section inside takes 
a comprehensive look at all of the 
local high school athletic teams. 

Here’s something to put the 
recent, stellar play of Middlebury 
College women’s sports teams in 
perspective. Our sports columnist 
Karl Lindholm, who is both a 
scholar and an avid fan of Panther 

College land buy to boost affordability

Summer parades to return
Bristol, Midd and 
Vergennes 
events are back 

HOUSING HELP

Community 
poem heaps 
praise, love 
on Bristol

MUMS adding a 2nd 
principal to its team

New FCS head 
will look to 
support staff 
and students

Prominent Rt. 7
intersection   
could host two 
new ventures 

Mary Hogan’s Wisell will join Dudek

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
BRISTOL — As spring 

begins to reawaken the Vermont 
landscape, a new and unusual web 
of life has sprung up in Bristol. 

It didn’t poke up out of the 
soil, soak in the rain and reach 
for the sunshine, but its roots are 
deep and well-nourished — with 
hometown love and civic pride.

“Love Notes to Bristol” is a 
crowdsourced poetry project, 
a web of life spun by dozens 
of community members, 
whose moments of admiration, 
cherishing and yearning can be 
read across 38 lawn signs around 
town.

The final product, an “Ode 
to Bristol,” is also available for 
viewing in a special display at the 
Lawrence Memorial Library.

(See Bristol poem, Page 9A)

(See New business, Page 12A)

(See MUMS, Page 11A)

(See Ferrisburgh, Page 11A)

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 

Union Middle School will soon 
adopt a new leadership structure 
to help it navigate through recent 
challenges that have included 
handling an unusual number 
of student discipline issues and 
absorbing, for the first time, 
sixth-graders from throughout the 
Addison Central School District.

In a recent email to the community 
MUMS Principal Michael Dudek 
said MUMS will transition to a 
co-principalship, beginning this 
summer. Dudek’s co-leader will be 
current Mary Hogan Elementary 
School Assistant Principal Michaela 
Wisell.

And thanks to federal Elementary 
and Secondary School Emergency 
Relief (ESSER) funding, the new 
leadership team will allow — for at 
least the 2022-2023 academic year 
— Karyn Stannard to continue as a 
MUMS assistant principal.

“With myself, Michaela and 
Karyn, we have a leadership team 
who can focus deeply on the 
academic and social emotional 
development of our students,” 
Dudek stated in his email. “We have 
the skills to help our elementary 
students transition to MUMS and 
support MUMS students as they 
transition to (Middlebury Union 
High School). And we will be able to 

By ANDY KIRKALDY
FERRISBURGH — The next 

Ferrisburgh Central School 
principal, Rae Donovan, will 
arrive in July from the Mount 
Abraham Union School District, 
where she has served as the 
district’s Social and Emotional 
Learning Coordinator since 2019.

Donovan, 39, will often have 
a passenger from her North 
Ferrisburgh home this fall: 
Her older daughter attends 
kindergarten at FCS, and before 
too long her younger daughter will 
join her at the school. 

Donovan will also bring a 
diverse résumé to FCS, one that 
includes special education, English 
and Humanities teaching jobs in 

By ANDY KIRKALDY
FERRISBURGH — The 

Ferrisburgh selectboard on 
Tuesday, April 5, signed a deal 
to sell the town-owned 34.9-acre 
parcel at the junction of Routes 7 
and 22A to a pair of buyers, one a 
maker of artisanal shortbread now 
based in Shelburne, and the other a 
founder of Caledonia Spirits, who 
would process and grow grain and 
could also open a distillery on the 
site. 

The three parties, Douglas 

By INDEPENDENT STAFF
ADDISON COUNTY 

— After a two-year hiatus 
caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic, organizers of three 
of the biggest annual parades in 
Addison County have decided 
the festivities will resume this 
summer.

American Legion officials in 
Vergennes and Middlebury said 
their Memorial Day parades 
will be revived on May 30, 
and then Bristol’s Fourth of 
July parade has the green light 
to march down Main Street on 
Independence Day.

“We have the permit in hand 
for the Middlebury Memorial 
Day Parade,” said Tom Scanlon, 
adjutant for American Legion 
Post 27 in Middlebury. “Same 
time and route as in years past.”

While the Vergennes 

Memorial Day parade is billed 
as the biggest in Vermont in 
terms of number of participants, 
Bristol’s Fourth of July parade 
features many ancillary events 
that add to the spectacle. 
Middlebury’s parade aims to set 
a respectful tone as it focuses 
on honoring those who died for 

DOESN’T EVERYBODY LOVE a parade? These Shriners in the 

2018 parade in Bristol sure do. Fourth of July and Memorial Day 

parades are returning to Addison County this summer after a long 

COVID-19 hiatus. Independent file photo/Trent Campbell
(See Parades, Page 12A)

(See College land, Page 16A)

By JOHN S. MCCRIGHT
MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 

College has purchased 35 acres 
of mostly open land to build 100 
units of affordable housing within 
walking distance of downtown.

The apartments, multi-family 
and single-family homes will be 
constructed by an independent 
developer and are not being built 
for college employees. 

Town and college officials said 
the bump in housing will help 

employers — current and future 
— by providing places for their 
employees to live.

“The No. 1 priority for 
the selectboard after the rail 
project is wrapping up is 
workforce housing,” Middlebury 
selectboard chair Brian Carpenter 
said. “We’ve been talking about 
this with the college — this and 
childcare. They are priorities No. 
1 and 2.”

The 35-acre parcel is on 

Seminary Street Extension in 
Middlebury. It is east of Seminary 
Street Extension’s intersection 
with Washington Street, generally 
in the area of Valley View Road 
— on the north side of Seminary 
Street Extension. 

The college plans to sell it to 
Summit Properties. 

“The  college has no interest 
in long-term ownership of this 
property,” said David Provost, 

MIDDLEBURY SELECTBOARD CHAIR Brian Carpenter listens as Middlebury College Vice President 

David Provost talks about the college’s plans to build affordable housing on the land they are standing 

on off Seminary Street Extension, not far from downtown Middlebury. 
Independent photo/Steve James

A special publication of the Addison Independent, April 14, 
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SPORTSSPORTS

On a roll
MARY HOGAN ELEMENTARY School fifth-grader Carter Emilio turns his bike from Rogers 

Road onto Danyow Drive in Middlebury on Monday morning as he and his classmates learn some 

bicycle safety skills. Independent photo/Megan James 
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Super Pocketed Coil™ Springs
The gold standard in undisturbed 
rest.

All Simmons® mattresses are built 
so well you never have to flip them

for the life of the mattress.
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If  you’re not sleeping,  
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background as a farmer as a bridge 
to the ag community whenever new 
working lands policies or regulations 
were being discussed in Montpelier. 

His dedication to the rural 
economy could be seen in arenas 
well beyond the Statehouse. He’s 
been omnipresent in milk parlors, at 
open houses, dairies and firefighters’ 
breakfasts. He’s represented his 
ag constituents on a variety of 
boards and commissions of such 
organizations as the Agri-Mark/
Cabot Cooperative; the Addison 
County Farm Bureau, Associated 
Industries of Vermont, the Addison 
County Regional Planning 
Commission, and the Addison 
County Economic Development 
Corp.

Smith, 76, grew up on a dairy farm 
in New Hampshire, then moved to 
Vermont as a young adult to work 
on Wales Farm in Weybridge. He 
did that for six years before buying 
what would become the Smith 
Family Farm of Lime Kiln Road 
in New Haven in 1972. He and his 
wife, Donna, sold their dairy cows in 
2006 to focus on other ag projects, 
including a meat venture.

Smith’s career in the House was 
interrupted by a four-year period 
during which Christopher Bray, now 
a state senator and Bristol Democrat, 
won and held the Addison-5 seat. 
The Addison-5 district currently 
includes the towns of Bridport, New 
Haven and Weybridge.

Many lawmakers enjoy the 
challenge of crafting and shepherding 
legislation through the Legislature’s 
myriad committees until it finds its 
way to the governor’s desk.

With Smith, it’s helping individual 
constituents navigate red tape en 
route to the needed permit, vital 
record or solution to a bureaucratic 
conundrum.

“The thing I get a lot of satisfaction 
out of is helping people — not 
necessarily through legislation, but 
helping them find a way to resolve 
the problems that they come to me 
with,” he said. “I feel good about 
that. I feel it’s a good service I can 
provide and I enjoy it.”
FINDING A BALANCE

That said, Smith has never shied 
away from the nitty gritty of the 
legislative process — especially 
when it comes to issues affecting 
the farm community. The vast 
majority of Smith’s two decades in 
the Legislature have been spent on 
the House Agriculture and Forestry 
Committee.

When local selectboards and road 
foremen argued for the regulation 
of massive farm implements and 
vehicles that were stressing local 
roads, culverts and bridges, Smith’s 
diplomacy helped the parties find a 
balance between municipal and ag 
interests. Farm vehicles had long 
been exempt from such regulations.

“That was probably one of 
the most difficult things that 
I ever did up there, because it 
was hard to understand all the 
different competing laws, rules 
and regulations associated with it,” 
he said. “But we worked our way 
through that and we came up with a 
resolution.”

That resolution resulted in farmers 
agreeing to register (with some 
exemptions) large vehicles and 
implements, and to seek guidance 
from communities on which roads to 
use in order to lessen the chance of 
infrastructure damage. For example, 
a community might ask the farmer to 
use one set of roads for a full manure 
spreader, then take a different route 
back to the farm with the empty 
spreader.

“I haven’t heard a lot of 
complaints from towns since we did 
that,” Smith said.

He noted the need for huge manure 
spreaders is lessening with time, as 
farmers install satellite manure pits 
and are increasingly pumping the 
substance from farm to field, using 
large hoses.

“The technology keeps changing,” 
he said.

Other initiatives that Smith has 
spearheaded (or supported) during 
his House career include:

• The Vermont Farm Viability 
Enhancement Program. Passed in 
2017, the program funds activities 
that will “encourage or assist in 
preserving the state’s agricultural 
land and forestland.” It accomplishes 
this by offering business planning 
and technical services to diversify 
their operations — such as by 
producing other ag-related products.

“It’s the fastest-growing 
agricultural program we have in the 
state right now,” Smith said, “and 
it has expanded out to some of the 
other New England states.”

• A bill to ensure the Vermont 
and national Memorial Days fall on 
the same date. Vermont’s recognized 
Memorial Day had historically been 
May 30. Now it’s the “last Monday 
in May,”’ to mirror the federal 
holiday.

Synching the Memorial Day 
schedule might sound like a minor 
feat, but Smith initially found few 
co-sponsors, as other lawmakers 
didn’t want to be seen as “opposing” 
the state’s longstanding Memorial 
Day. But they eventually realized 
what Smith was trying to do: Make 
sure Vermont’s state and federal 
workers could mark the same day 
with their families.

• Efforts to reduce the carbon 
footprint of farm operations, while 
at the same time advocating for 
manure-to-energy projects — also 
known as “Cow Power” — that 
recycle waste while allowing farms 
to reduce their power bills.

Smith also introduced a successful 
resolution calling for farms to reduce 

their carbon footprints by 25% by 
the year 2025. This came with a plan 
and resources to help farms lower 
their greenhouse gas emissions.

“I was kind of out front on all of 
that,” he said proudly.

• The Vermont Department 
of Agriculture’s transition to the 
Vermont Agency of Agriculture. 
This ensured the secretary of 
agriculture had a spot in the 
governor’s cabinet and thus a better 
opportunity to shape state policy on 
the rural economy.

“Within 24 hours, I had 987 co-
sponsors for the bill,” Smith recalled 
of the widespread bipartisan support.

He appreciated that support, as 
well as help offered by farmers and 
other constituents through the years. 

“Because my background was 
in agriculture it was easy for me to 
focus on the ag community,” Smith 
said. “Many people appreciate 
agriculture when they drive up and 
down the road and see the open 
space, but there’s really a lack of 
understanding what kind of an 
economic impact we have in the 
state with agricultural activities.”

While the state is now down 
to around 600 dairy farms, those 
operations still generate around 
70% of the state’s agricultural 
sales and use more than 80% of its 
working land, according to a 2021 
action plan issued last November 
by the Governor’s Commission on 
the Future of Vermont’s Agriculture. 
Dairy contributes more than $2.2 
billion in annual economic activity 
toward Vermont’s $11.3 billion 
annual economic output of the entire 
food system, the action plan states.

“There are some real 
challenges, because sometimes 
the residential needs are different 
than the agricultural needs,” Smith 
acknowledged. “We have those 
internal conflicts.”

And sometimes those conflicts 
play out in the court system, where 
farmers often cite the state’s “right 
to farm” law in their defense. The 
law, however, has failed to win 
judgments for farmers in some 
high-profile cases, including the 

Trickett-Ochs apple orchard dispute 
two decades ago, and the recent case 
pitting the Hopper family of Panton 
against the Vorsteveld Farm.

“There’s still some work to be 
done,” Smith said of tweaks to the 
right to farm law.
TRANSITION

But that will be up to future 
lawmakers; Smith has done his part. 
He hopes to remain on the regional 
planning board, but will otherwise 
pare his volunteer activities to 
focus on family and Smith Family 
Meats LLC, a growing business 
that Harvey and his granddaughter 
AnnaJo Smith are operating in New 
Haven.

It’s still anyone’s guess who 
will enter, and win, the Addison-5 
House district seat that Smith will 
be vacating. Whoever it is, they’ll 
have some big shoes to fill — and 
AnnaJo someday could be the one to 
fill them. She’s already followed her 
grandfather’s footsteps in becoming 
president of the Addison County 
Farm Bureau.

What has Smith enjoyed most 
about his legislative service?

Helping people and earning their 
support.

“I’ve always respected those 
with a different point of view than 
I have,” Smith said. “It’s been very 
rewarding to serve the community… 
We have a lot of wonderful people 
living in our community and we 
should be proud of that.”

Tom Hughes, leader of the 
Addison County Republican 
Committee, said Smith will be 
missed.

“Harvey Smith is a perfect 
example of a dedicated, sincere, 
hard-working state representative,” 
he said. “He keeps himself fully 
informed about legislation and 
has always represented his district 
very conscientiously. If he were 
ever so inclined, he would be an 
excellent Vermont state senator. We 
are presently working on candidate 
recruitment, so that Addison County 
voters will continue to have the best 
possible representation in the state 
Legislature.”

Harvey Smith
(Continued from Page 1A)

“We still have a lot of work to do 
on our journey here,” said James 
Warnock, who along with SCS 
colleague Paul Forlenza helped 
represent Lincoln’s interests before 
the VSBE on Wednesday.

SCS members remain upbeat 
about Lincoln’s chances; they 
noted the town of Ripton received 
its conditional OK to part from the 
Addison Central School District last 
year following its second appearance 
before the SBE.

Lincoln is not only looking to 
follow in Ripton’s footsteps, it’s 
also hoping to partner with that 
neighboring community 
in a new “Mountain 
Supervisory Union” that 
would provide preK-12 
public education to the 
two towns’ children — 
and perhaps to other, like-
minded communities in 
the future. 

Both Lincoln and 
Ripton have sought to 
withdraw from their 
union school districts 
in order to save their elementary 
schools. One consolidation plan 
floated in the MAUSD would call for 
the Lincoln Community School to 
be repurposed, with its K-6 students 
shuttled to Bristol Elementary — but 
no such plan has yet been adopted.

The ACSD Board similarly has 
announced no school closure plans. 
But the district, which includes 
Ripton, released a draft facilities 
master plan that, among other things, 
submitted that the district’s current 
complement of seven elementary 
schools is financially unsustainable 
in light of declining enrollment and 
rising education costs. Ripton and 
Weybridge operate the smallest 
elementary schools in the ACSD.

Lincoln Community School 
currently serves 93 students, 
Ripton’s K-5 school currently counts 
around half that many.

On Aug. 24, 2021, Lincoln 
residents voted 525-172 in favor of 
leaving the MAUSD. Its decision 
was affirmed by a three-to-one 

margin by voters of Monkton, New 
Haven, Starksboro and Bristol on 
March 1.

Lincoln independence advocates 
on April 11 provided the VSBE 
with a 17-page report detailing its 
rationale for exiting MAUSD and 
the basic framework of a supervisory 
union pairing with Ripton. The 
VSBE, chaired by Oliver Olsen, 
listened to the Lincoln SCS pitch 
on Wednesday and gave the group 
a dozen questions to answer for the 
May 18 meeting. 

Those questions, according to 
Forlenza and Warnock, keyed on 
the establishment of the new SU and 

how it would be able 
to provide the requisite 
ancillary services — 
including transportation, 
central office and special 
education — that are 
consistent with state 
standards.

“They were also 
concerned with the 
small class sizes and 
the grade distribution,” 
Warnock said.

Warnock also paraphrased 
testimony from Lincoln Community 
School Principal Tory Riley, who he 
said testified that the school has a 
long and effective tradition of multi-
grade education that allows for 
optimal use of staff, combined with 
really good educational outcomes 
for students.

Warnock also spoke about having 
to educate the VSBE on a couple 
questions.  

“I think it’s sometimes difficult 
for state boards to understand the 
local reality; they were inordinately 
concerned with the distance between 
Lincoln and Ripton with regard to 
our intention to have shared staff 
… One of the state board members 
thought there was a mountain in 
between the two towns,” Warnock 
said. 

“I think (the VSBE) is used to 
dealing with bigger schools,” he 
added.

John Flowers is at johnf@
addisonindependent.com.

Lincoln
(Continued from Page 1A)

“I think it’s 
sometimes 
difficult for 
state boards 
to understand 
the local 
reality.”

— James 
Warnock
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and was trying to make a go of it in 
Barre City,” Winters recalled of his 
fledgling effort to put out his own 
shingle specializing in real estate, 
criminal law and family law.

He’d been at it for around a year, 
when he and his wife found out 
their first of four children was on 
the way.

Suddenly, life got really real. He 
realized he needed to upgrade his 
insurance and get a more reliable 
income stream.

Fortunately, Milne was looking 
for a staff attorney, and a mutual 
friend connected him to what 
became a successful hiring process.

Winters started as counsel to 
the secretary of state office’s 
licensing board, within the office 
of professional regulation (OPR), 
the largest division in the secretary 
of state’s office, focused on public 
protection and licensing.

Winters had only worked in his 
new role for a year when Milne was 
defeated by Democrat Deborah 
Markowitz. But Markowitz not 
only kept Winters on board, she 
promoted him to director of OPR.

Markowitz decided to run for 
governor in 2010, the 
same year Democrat 
Jim Condos won the 
secretary of state 
job over Republican 
Jason Gibbs.

“ F o r t u n a t e l y , 
(Condos) saw the 
wisdom of keeping 
me around,” said 
Winters, who like 
Condos before 
him, is running as a 
Democrat.

Condos did 
more than that; he 
promoted Winters 
to deputy secretary 
of state in 2015. So 
Winters has spent 
the past seven years overseeing all 
of the office’s divisions, including 
professional regulation, elections, 
corporations — and that state’s 
precious historical archives.  

With that kind of background 
and longevity, Winters believes he 
can easily prove to voters he could 
hit the ground running as secretary 

of state. And while some of the past 
secretaries of state have successfully 
ascended to loftier spots in 
state government — including 

Middlebury’s own Jim 
Douglas — Winters 
said he’d be content 
to stay put as long as 
the voters allow him 
to do so.

“A well-run 
secretary of state’s 
office makes 
Vermonters’  lives 
safer, easier and 
better,” Winters said 
earlier this month 
while formally 
announcing his 
candidacy. 

“Without the right 
person in charge, 
Vermont will see an 
immediate impact 

in public safety, the economy, 
government transparency and even 
democracy itself,” he added.
PANDEMIC VOTING

Winters believes he is the right 
person for the job, and points to 
what he said has been a stellar track 
record the office compiled before 
— and during — the COVID-19 

pandemic.
“There was a lot of pressure and 

so much was at stake,” Winters 
said of the need to ensure all 
Vermonters could safely vote and 
have their ballots counted during 
the pandemic.

The coronavirus was at the height 
of its scourge during the fall of 
2020, coinciding with one of the 
most keenly anticipated presidential 
elections (Biden versus Trump) in 
recent memory.

“We knew there would be a ton 
of people wanting to turn out, but 
knew people might be afraid to turn 
out, given what was going on with 
the coronavirus,” he said.

So the secretary of state’s office 
began working with the Legislature 
in March of that year to authorize a 
vote-by-mail election.

“It really wasn’t an easy 
legislative lift, because 
the governor (Phil 
Scott) wasn’t sure; he 
was kind of resistant,” 
Winters said. “We 
were able to convince 
the Legislature to give 
us some temporary 
emergency powers to 
do what we needed to 
do.”

Thanks to goodwill 
built up between 
lawmakers and the 
secretary of state, the 
“Legislature pretty 
much handed over the 
keys to our office to 
do what we felt was most needed,” 
he continued.

That led to a postcard for people to 
request their ballot for the primary, 
then universal vote by mail, for the 
first time ever, in November.

“That was such an incredible, 
professional challenge of our lives 
to make sure no voter had to choose 
between their health and their right 
to vote,” Winters said. “We were 
able to have a hugely successful 
election with record voter turnout in 
the middle of a pandemic.”

Ultimately, 75% of Vermonters 
chose to vote early or by mail, 
leaving manageable traffic at polling 
places on Election Day, according 
to Winters.

The success of that election 

process has led to a permanent vote 
by mail option for general elections, 
Winters said.
REGULATION

Second on Winters’ professional 
satisfaction list is the progress made 
by OPR.

“Our OPR is a national model,” 
he said. “We cut regulations to make 
them just the right size, so you’re not 
unnecessarily impeding someone’s 
ability to get a license, but at the 
same time you’re protecting the 
public. We’ve turned OPR into as 
piece of workforce development. 
We’re trying to attract people to 
the state with the very streamlined 
and focused professional regulation 
laws. We don’t have the red tape 
that some other states have.”

Winters is also touting his 
role in the creation of an ethics 
commission, a one-stop business 

portal, and efficient 
online services 
through the office.

The secretary of 
state’s office fields a 
lot of calls through 
the year from 
reporters, activists 
and citizens wanting 
to know if a state 
or local governing 
board has improperly 
conducted public 
business in secret, or 
if they are improperly 
withholding public 
documents. Winters 
has responded to 

many of those calls and he left no 
doubt where he stands on the issue 
of public records.

“I have been a strong advocate 
for transparency, accountability 
and the public’s right to know,” he 
said. “We have been a champion 
for transparency when a lot of other 
state agencies would rather circle 
the wagons and not do that, because 
it’s not easy. Sometimes it takes 
a lot of effort to be responsive in 
there way you’re supposed to be. 
But it makes you a better agency 
or government when you’re held to 
account, and if 630,000 Vermonters 
are looking over your shoulder 
when you’re doing your job.”

John Flowers is at johnf@
addisonindependent.com.

Winters
(Continued from Page 1A)

DEPUTY SECRETARY OF State 
Chris Winters is hoping voters 
will allow him to remove the word 
“deputy” from his title following 
the November General Election.

considered. The deadline for 
grant application submissions is 
May 6. To receive an application, 
send an email request to Ryan 
Nevius, St. Stephen’s Outreach 
Committee, at ryannevius@
gmail.com. Please include 
the following information: 
Organization’s name, nonprofit 
status, contact information and 
a brief overview of the program.

Vermonters are being 
encouraged to provide feedback 
for the next State Plan on Aging. 
The Department of Disabilities, 
Aging and Independent Living is 
developing the plan, an endeavor 
required by the Older Americans 
Act that outlines the roles and 
responsibilities of state and local 
Agencies on Aging in administering 
and carrying out the act. The 
draft plan is available online at 
tinyurl.com/bdhfnwj8. The Older 
Americans Act lays the framework 
with broad objectives to empower 
Americans to age with dignity, 
health and independence for as long 
as possible. In line with the act, 
the Older Vermonters Act, passed 
in 2020, sets the principles of the 
system of services, supports and 
protections for older Vermonters and 
requires an evaluation of long-term 
services and supports. The State 
Plan on Aging is designed to guide 
the state in understanding the needs 
of older Vermonters and family 
caregivers and planning to meet 
those needs with a comprehensive 
system of services and supports. 
The public comment period began 
April 1 and is open through Friday, 
April 29. Written comments can be 
submitted electronically to Conor 
O’Dea at conor.odea@vermont.
gov, or by mail to Conor O’Dea, 
Department of Disabilities, Aging 
and Independent Living, Adult 
Services Division, 280 State Drive 
HC 2 South, Waterbury, VT 05671-
0270. O’Dea can also be reached at 
(802) 585-6040.

The annual Middlebury bike 
swap is returning rain or shine on 
Saturday, May 7 (9 a.m.-noon) at 
Cannon Park near Frog Hollow 
Bikes. Find the perfect new-to-you 

bike, sell that old bike that’s been 
taking up space in your garage 
all these years, or, better yet, do 
both. It’s called a “bike swap” in 
the sense that people turn in bikes 
they no longer want to possibly 
“swap” and buy a different used 
or new bike. But you can just sell 
or buy a bike at the swap. The 
swap is hosted by the bike shop 
and Middlebury Safe Routes To 
School, with support from the 
town of Middlebury. Drop off 
bikes and gear for the swap at 
Frog Hollow Bikes before noon 
on May 6 and indicate if you want 
sale proceeds to go to you, or to 
be donated to Middlebury Safe 
Routes. A percentage of revenue 
goes to the shop. Middlebury 
Safe Routes monitors traffic 
patterns and student travel 
behavior, plans activities to teach 
bike skills and rules of the road, 
and recommends improvements 
to roads, parking lots, drop-offs, 
sidewalks, crosswalks, traffic 
lights, signage, bus routes, bike 
routes, bike racks and more.

Green Mountain Power (GMP) 
has launched the Sun Match Pilot 
Program to connect more low- 
and moderate-income customers 
with solar power. The Sun Match 
Pilot will offer up to 500 eligible 
customers the opportunity to sign 
up for a new solar rate, designed to 
encourage energy use at times when 
solar is plentiful. GMP is using an 
existing solar array, which allows 
participants to have access to that 
generated power to realize savings. 
Over the course of a year, the average 
customer in the program will save 
about $150, and the amount can 
be even more if additional energy 
use is shifted to the daytime hours, 
when there is a lot of solar. The 
savings will appear as a bill credit, 
and customers can opt out at any 
time. The program is free to join, 
and to be eligible customers must 
meet the eligibility requirements for 
seasonal fuel assistance and have a 
gross household income at or below 
185% of the federal poverty level. 
Customers interested in signing up 
for the program or learning more 
can contact GMP at sunmatch@
greenmountainpower.com.

By the way 
(Continued from Page 1A)

“(The 2020 
election) 
was such an 
incredible, 
professional 
challenge of our 
lives to make 
sure no voter 
had to choose 
between their 
health and their 
right to vote.”

— Chris Winters

“We cut 
regulations to 
make them just 
the right size, 
so you’re not 
unnecessarily 
impeding 
someone’s 
ability to get a 
license, but at 
the same time 
you’re protecting 
the public.

— Chris Winters

Scott’s Top Soil 
 .75 cubic ft . bag

Miracle Gro Potting Mix
2 cubic ft . 

Trees & Shrubs  
Buy 3 get the 4th FREE20% off Glazed, Ceramic, 

Patio Pottery and Birdbaths.

Our  Greenhouse and Nursery are fi lling with gorgeous 
fresh plants from local and regional growers.

ENJOY THE OUTDOORS!

20% off
Carhartt Clothing 
and Accessories

YOUR YARD, GARDEN and PET PLACE™      www.MiddleburyAgway.com

AGWAY Natural Cedar
3 cubic ft . bags

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY FARM & GARDEN
338 Exchange St., Middlebury, VT • 802-388-4937

 Monday - Friday 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4
OPEN 7 DAYS

$4.99 $14.99$2.99

Baby Chicks 
are due next 

week!
are due next 

Super Spring Sale! 

Sale ends 4/30/22

Perennials  Buy 3 get the 4th FREE
Free item must be equal 
or lesser value.

In stock items only – while supplies last – cannot be combined with any other sale or off er.
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Tiger boys’ lacrosse outplays Woodstock
By ANDY KIRKALDY

MIDDLEBURY — The 
Middlebury Union High School 
boys’ lacrosse team on Saturday 
showed promise in its home 
opener, doubling up traditional 
rival Woodstock, 12-6, in a game 
played at Middlebury College’s 
Alumni Stadium. 

In improving their record to 
2-0, the Tigers never trailed and 
controlled play at both ends of 
the field. Offensively, sophomore 
Toby Draper led the way with six 
goals and two assists, junior Owen 
Lawton chipped in two goals and 
four assists, and sophomore Brady 
McDonough scored twice.

Coach Matt Rizzo was happy 
with the offensive output — not 
only the ball movement, but also 
the fact that four of the Tigers’ 
goals came on the fast break. 

“One of our mantras this year 
is we’ve got to get to 12 goals, 
which we did today. And we need 
more transition goals. We can’t 
just score in six-v-six,” Rizzo 
said. “And we did both of those 
today, so we moved the ball really 
well. And those transition goals 
are just critical for us.”

Defensively, senior Matt 
Kiernan, juniors Fynn Whitlock 
and Penn Riney, and sophomore 
Noah Doherty-Konczal in 
particular, helped keep the Wasps 
in check — notably senior forward 
Keaton Piconi. He finished with 
two goals, as did Griffin Piconi, to 
lead Woodstock.

“They’re skilled, and we had a 
couple strategies in play to try to 
mitigate Keaton Piconi. We shut 
him off quite a bit,” Rizzo said. 
“We practiced it. The kids worked 
hard and executed it pretty well 
today.”

Junior goalie Kegan Brown 
made 11 saves in his second 
varsity start, and continued to 

improve his work clearing the 
ball. 

“He did great today,” Rizzo 
said. “He did everything we asked 
of him. He’s great down low. He 
had a couple quality saves.”

If there was a downside, the 
game at times looked like a flag-
tossing exhibition occasionally 
interrupted by lacrosse. Both 
teams were routinely assessed for 
a series of infractions. 

“There were too many penalties. 
In some ways we were lucky 
to put up 12 goals with as many 
penalties as we had,” Rizzo said. 
“The refs called it real tight, and 
we have to be able to adjust.”

The Tigers took an early lead 
when McDonough spun and 
scooped home a Lawton feed. 
Griffin Piconi equalized at 7:26, 
just as the first MUHS penalty 
was expiring. Goals by Draper 
and Wasp middie Corey White 
followed, and the first period 
ended at 2-2. 

A two-minute locked-in penalty 
for the Wasps opened the second 
period, and Draper scored quickly 
to make it 3-2. Three straight Tiger 
fouls stalled their momentum 
briefly, but two minutes later 
junior middie Charlie Stone set 
up Draper in transition for a man-
down strike, and it was 4-2.

Brown then made a big stop on 
Keaton Piconi, which Wasp goalie 
Ryan Runstein matched at the 
other end by denying Draper on 
a fast break. But at 5:42, Draper 
deposited a feed from senior 
middie Eddie Hodde to make it 
5-2. Both Piconis found the net 
before halftime, with Lawton, 
from Draper, answering for 
MUHS, and the Tigers led by 6-4 
entering the second half. 

There, they slowly pulled away. 
Junior middie Willem Berry and 

SOPHOMORES JACKSON GILLETT, No. 81, and Toby Draper celebrate one of Draper’s six goals, one 
assisted by Gillett, during the Tigers’ 12-6 win at Middlebury College on Saturday. 

Independent photo/Steve James

SOPHOMORE TOBY DRAPER looks to make a play during the 
Tiger boys’ lacrosse team’s victory over Woodstock at Middlebury 
College on Saturday. Draper led the MUHS attack with six goals and 
two assists. 

Independent photo/Steve James

MUHS takes control at both ends, improves to 2-0 at expense of team’s traditional rivals

(See Lacrosse, Page 2B)
By ANDY KIRKALDY

ADDISON COUNTY — While 
most high school softball games in 
the past week were called off due 
to unfavorable weather and wet 
fields, at least Mount Abraham and 
Middlebury played and won one 
game apiece. 

Elsewhere, Vergennes’ home 
opener on Saturday was canceled, 
and Otter Valley’s first two games 
were postponed — one against 
Burr & Burton last week twice to a 
later date, and one on Tuesday vs. 
Springfield to Wednesday.

Also, the Eagles’ Saturday home 
game vs. Fair Haven was changed 
to Wednesday, assuming their field 
was ready, and the Tigers’ Tuesday 
home game vs. Champlain Valley 
was moved to this Friday.
EAGLES

On this past Friday, the Eagles 
pelted visiting Burlington, 17-2, to 

improve to 2-0. Winning pitcher Eve 
McCormick allowed two earned 
runs in six innings, walking none 
and fanning nine, and at the plate 
drove in two runs with three doubles. 

Cami Willsey went four-for-four 
with five RBIs to lead the 13-hit 
Eagle attack, including a first-inning 
three-run homer. 

Other major offensive contributors 
were Gabi Lafreniere, who 
homered, doubled twice, drove in 
four runs and scored twice; and 
Payton Vincent, who doubled, 
singled, scored three runs and drove 
in one. 

Defensively, center fielder Jo 
Toy made a diving catch to end a 
Seahorse threat in the third inning.

Losing pitcher Leah Chamberlain 
poked two hits and scored both BHS 
runs.
TIGERS  

Also this past Friday, the Tigers 

jumped to a 27-4 lead after their 
at-bat in the fourth on the way to a 
27-14 season-opening five-inning 
victory over host Fair Haven. 

Emma Deering started for the 
Tigers on the mound, left after three, 
and returned to close the game out 
when a reliever struggled to find the 
strike zone. Deering allowed just 
three singles and struck out 10. 

Tiger Lily Russell singled three 
times and scored five runs. Taylor 
Betourney stroked a two-run double 
and an RBI single, and Olivia 
McCray and Deering each had two 
of the Tigers’ 13 hits. Defensively, 
Coach Bob Cameron praised right 
fielder Makayla Swan and catcher 
Patience Hanley. 

Three Slater pitchers struggled 
with their control as Fair Haven 
dropped to 1-1. Veronica Redondo 
had two hits, and Mercedes 
Cathcart doubled.

Mount Abe, Tiger softball win amidst cancellations

A few days ago the temperatures 
soared above 70. I started thinking 
about summer.

I know plenty of people make 
summer reading lists. I make 
reading lists for a year, sometimes. 
But I don’t usually make summer 
reading lists. I make summer to-
do lists. I also 
make summer 
where-to-fish 
lists. Although 
I’m reading 
books year-
round, summer 
is not usually 
the time that 
I suddenly add 
more books to 
my list. If anything, with all the 
gardening, fishing, hiking and 
outdoor adventuring to be done in 
my spare time, my reading shrinks 
a little. 

I’ve never been one to want 
to sit on a beach reading a book. 
Mention sitting in a lounge chair 
with a mug of tea or cocoa and 
a good book on a cold winter 
night, however, and you’ve got 
my attention. There was snow this 
week. It might be all gone by the 
time you read this, nevertheless, 
this week I offer you a short winter 
reading list. Feel free to read these 
books in the summer.

These are three very different 
books to read if you like fish, 
and also if you are interested in 
fishing, ecology and culture. (Note 
that while I’ve written five books 
that fit in that category, none of 
my own books are on this list.) 
I’ll start with my current read: 
“Fishing through the Apocalypse.” 
I acquired it in part because I 
liked the title, but also because the 
author, Matthew Miller, is on the 
Outdoor Writers Association of 
America board of directors with 
me. When I mentioned to him that 
I was just about to order his book, 
he generously offered to send me 
an autographed copy instead. 

The book is entertaining, 
fascinating and informative. It’s 
also challenging at times. The 
narrative is driven by the author’s 
adventures as he tours the country 
on a quest to find out what natural 
fishing looks like on a continent 
where we have ravaged most 
natural ecosystems, and where it’s 
difficult to find water inhabited 
by the same species of fish that 
inhabited it 300 years ago. 

Each chapter brings readers to 
a new body of water somewhere, 
usually in search of a native fish. 
If the opening scene depresses 
readers with a story of catching 
invasive fish out of a rusted filing 
cabinet in a drainage ditch in 

By ANDY KIRKALDY
MIDDLEBURY — The 

Middlebury Union High School 
boys’ tennis team made a 
successful debut on Friday, April 
15, edging visiting Colchester on 
the town recreation courts, 4-3, 
despite missing several players, 
including two near the top of its 
singles ladder. 

Although they were shorthanded, 
the Tigers took four out of five 
singles matches, with wins at No. 
1 from junior Clyde Malhotra, No. 
2 from junior Aidan Chance, No. 
3 from junior Lewis Suchomel, 
and No. 5 from sophomore Iver 
Anderson, all in straight sets. 

At No. 4 singles sophomore 
Brian Newton, at No. 1 doubles 
sophomore Eliot Heminway and 
freshman Avery Hamilton, and at 
No. 2 doubles sophomore Silas 
Taylor and junior Finn O’Neil 
dropped competitive matches. 

Coach Ken Schoen was 
pleased to see his team prevail 
even without sophomore Kellan 
Bartlett, expected to challenge 
Malhotra for the top of the singles 
ladder; freshman Jackson Murray, 
who will start out at No. 4 singles 
but could move higher; and junior 
Eddie Fallis, who could alternate 

with Anderson at No. 5 singles and 
on No. 2 doubles. 

Schoen noted the team lost to 
Colchester when missing players 
due to spring break a couple years 
ago, and reversing the outcome 
this time shows how talented the 
team is.

“I’m really happy. I think this 
team is going to win a lot of their 
matches,” he said. “It was nice 
to win without a lot of our good 
players. It just shows the depth of 
the team.”

At No. 1 singles, Malhotra 
defeated Colchester’s Caden 
Mercer, 6-1, 6-3. Malhotra 
dominated the first set, winning 
many points with his big forehand 
and aggressive net game, before 
wavering for a few minutes at the 
opening of the second set. 

As Schoen noted, the strong 
winds picked up and momentarily 
threw Malhotra off, but he 
recovered nicely. 

“Winds like that are sometimes 
an equalizer. It takes a good tennis 
player’s game away a little bit … 
In part that’s what happened for 
Clyde. He has such a power game, 
you throw a heavy wind like that 
into it, and your power game is 
gone. He had to slow it down and 

hit much more reservedly,” Schoen 
said. “The weather equalized the 
game for a while, and then he 
adjusted.”

At No. 2, Chance, one of the 
team’s captains, really never let 
Laker Janosh Edlemann into the 
match after the first few games in 
earning a 6-3, 6-1, victory. Chance 
gradually took control with steady 
play and a variety of backhand, 

forehand and service winners. 
At No. 5, Anderson coasted past 

Miles O’Brien, 6-0, 6-3. O’Brien 
raised his game somewhat in the 
second set, but couldn’t match 
Anderson’s consistency. 

“Iver is just so steady and so 
smart,” Schoen said. “He just stays 
in the points and wins two thirds of 
them.”

TIGER NO. 2 SINGLES player Aidan Chance gets some air as 
he serves during his match on Friday. Chance got stronger as the 
match progressed and won, 6-3, 6-1, to help the Tigers edge visiting 
Colchester.

Independent photo/Steve James

MUHS NO. 1 DOUBLES player Avery Hamilton launches a forehand 
during his and partner Eliot Heminway’s competitive, but ultimately 
unsuccessful, match in Middlebury vs. Colchester on Friday. MUHS 
defeated the Lakers, 4-3, overall. 

Independent photo/Steve James

MUHS boys’ tennis opens with victory

MATTHEW
DICKERSON

A winter 
(or summer) 
reading list

(See Tennis, Page 4B)
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Addison County Commission Sales
COMPLETE HERD DISPERSAL!!  

TOP HOLSTEIN HERD
560 HEAD  – CONSISTS OF 450 MILKERS, 110 HEIFERS

WHERE: HATCH FARM VERGENNES VT.
VERMONT FARM, ESTABLISHED IN 1796

WHEN: SATURDAY APRIL 30TH 9:00 AM
SALE NOTE - EXCELLENT HERD! 

DHI – 27,000 LB. HERD AVERAGE
TOP ABS BREEDING – SIRES SUCH AS, JO SUPER, CRUSH, MVP, SILVER, ETC.

FAT: 1010 | PROTEIN: 860 | SEMATIC CELL: 100,000 average
ALL VACCINATIONS UP TO DATE

BARN #1- 9AM SHARP
796 Webster Rd. Vergennes, VT

SELLING 250 HOLSTEIN MILKERS

BARN # 2 - to follow APPROX. 1PM
1787 Jersey St. Vergennes, VT

SELLING 200 MILKERS & DRY COWS, 
110 HEIFERS- YR. OR OLDER

Sale managed by:
ADDISON COUNTY COMMISSION SALES INC.
TG WISNOWSKI & SONS • 802-388-2661 • 802-989-1507

AUCTIONEER: JOHN NOP  
FOOD: LAZY BREEZE FARM BURGER BUGGY

WWW.ACCSCATTLE.COM 

27 Holes of Golf  - 
Just 15 Minutes from Bristol!

Open to the Public.Open to the Public.

13460 Rt. 116, 13460 Rt. 116, 
Hinesburg, VT 05461Hinesburg, VT 05461
(802) 482-3186 (802) 482-3186 
www.cedarknollgolf.comwww.cedarknollgolf.com
management@cedarknollgolf.commanagement@cedarknollgolf.com

Affordable MembershipsAffordable Memberships

Ask about our Wedding Ask about our Wedding 
and Event Spaces!and Event Spaces!

After your round, relax at..After your round, relax at...  

Now Open for the Season!Now Open for the Season!
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‘Amahl’ redux

A year after a planned encore, a 

beloved opera returns to a Salis-

bury church. See Arts+Leisure.

By the way
By the way

Not quite...

The Panther men’s hockey team 

showed promise its first games, 

but fell just short. See Page 1B.

Giving
Some Bristol neighbors held a 

festive gathering that collected 

food for donation. See Page 14A.

Departing Sheldon director made his mark on local history

Brooks brought flair to museum exhibits

(See Brooks, Page 16A)

Lt. gov. first to enter

race for Congress

Shelters
fill up as
temps dip
COVID measures 

limiting capacity

(See Shelters, Page 11A)

(See Gray, Page 15A)

Mt. Abe seeks healing after threats

Officials act and students speak out

$8M Career
Center bond
in the works

(See Career Center, Page 13A)

(See Gun scare, Page 10A)

Flag displays touched off the turmoil

(See Flags, Page 9A)

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Patricia 

Hannaford Career Center (PHCC) 

directors are reviewing an $8.1 

million plan to renovate the 

Middlebury school’s Charles 

Avenue and North Campus 

buildings, in anticipation of 

presenting it to area voters as a 

bond proposal as soon as next 

March.
The bulk of the project would 

involve energy-related repairs 

and upgrades to the PHCC’s 

50-year-old main building at 51 

Charles Ave. Completed in 1971, 

this 63,000-square-foot structure 

still operates with much of its 

original heating, ventilation, air-

conditioning, electrical, plumbing 

and lighting infrastructure, 

according to PHCC Superintendent 

Dana Peterson.

The Career Center board recently 

commissioned ENE Systems Inc. 

and Energy Efficient Investments 

Inc. to audit the energy systems 

and operating costs in the school’s 

two campuses. They found many 

deficiencies and are now pitching 

a menu of solutions — including 

With COVID-19 around it’s 

more difficult for people to go 

caroling or attend a Messiah 

sing-along. So Middlebury’s 

Town Hall Theater has found 

a way to bring the season into 

everyone’s living room — 

and raise money for hungry 

Addison County residents in the 

process. The artistic nonprofit 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Addison 

County’s two emergency homeless 

shelters are already full and 

carrying waiting lists as bone- 

chilling temperatures, sleet and 

snow once again take center stage 

in the Champlain Valley.

The Charter House Coalition 

(CHC) Emergency Shelter at 27 

North Pleasant St. in Middlebury 

has already reached its max of 24 

guests, while another 28 individuals 

are waiting in the wings in hopes 

of securing a spot, according to 

Heidi Lacey, the shelter’s top 

administrator.

Meanwhile, the eight shelter 

units at John Graham Housing & 

Services in Vergennes are also full, 

serving a total of 22 adults and 

children, according to Executive 

Director Susan Whitmore.

Like Lacey, Whitmore has noted 

a recent surge in folks seeking to 

come in from the weather. Some 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Some look 

upon history as a dispassionate 

examination of objects from a 

bygone era, their 

significance buried 

by “progress” and the 

sands of time.

That’s never been 

the case for Bill 

Brooks, who’s always 

sought to make history 

come alive.
Brooks has helmed 

Middlebury’s Henry 

Sheldon Museum of 

Vermont History for 

only 10 of its 137 

years, but his many 

contributions have 

made an immeasurable 

impact on how locals 

and visitors will 

perceive Addison 

County for many decades to come.

Brooks began as the Sheldon’s 

executive director on June 5, 2012, 

after having spent eight years as the 

development director of the Calvin 

Coolidge Memorial Foundation 

in Plymouth Notch. Now closing 

in on his 80th year, Brooks will 

soon pass the torch to the next 

steward of the Sheldon — the 

oldest community-based museum 

in the country. He’s seen a lot of 

history and wants to 

make some of his own, 

in what promises to be 

an active retirement.

“I think the Sheldon 

would benefit by new 

leadership,” Brooks 

said during a recent 

interview at the Park 

Street museum. “I’ve 

certainly enjoyed my 

10 years, but when 

you turn 80, things 

slow down a little. I 

think a younger person 

with new ideas is very 

important.”
It’s hard to imagine 

a successor topping 

Brooks’s plentiful 

ideas, which have seen him pair 

local artists, photographers, 

educators, orators and other 

creative folks with a range of 

beautiful, basic, evocative and 

quirky items in the Sheldon’s attic 

for delightfully themed exhibits.

BILL BROOKS WILL soon step down as director of the Henry Sheldon Museum of Vermont History after 

a very eventful decade. He helped bring new, vibrant exhibits to the Middlebury museum that combined 

art, history and the talents of Addison County residents. Here he stands in front of a series of miniature 

Christmas trees crafted by local residents that will be auctioned as a fundraiser for the museum.

Independent photo/John Flowers

“Having 

these various 

exhibits, two or 

three a year, 

that feature 

both history 

and art and fill 

the rooms of 

the museum, 

allows local 

visitors to come 

back and see 

new things.”

— Bill Brooks

By ANGELO LYNN

BURLINGTON — Early 

Monday morning, Vermont Lt. 

Gov. Molly Gray declared her 

candidacy for Vermont’s lone 

congressional seat being vacated 

by Congressman Peter Welch.

A lifelong Vermonter, Gray, 

37, was born and raised in South 

Newbury, Vt., on a vegetable 

and dairy farm still operated by 

her family today. She has served 

Vermont in Washington as an 

aide to Congressman Welch, 

statewide as an assistant attorney 

general and now as lieutenant 

governor. Before entering public 

office, Gray spent her career 

advocating for human rights and MOLLY  GRAY

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

BRISTOL — After almost 90% 

of students stayed away from 

Mount Abraham Union Middle/

High School on Friday, Dec. 3, 

attendance returned to almost 

normal this week, though not 

fully, Principal Shannon Warden 

said on Wednesday morning. She 

was scheduled to speak later that 

morning with a student who was 

still apprehensive about resuming 

classes.
Students, educators and 

community members this week 

were trying to make sense of an 

outburst of unrest at the Bristol 

school last week that culminated in 

a threat that a student would bring a 

weapon to school.

The Mount Abraham Unified 

School District and the Bristol 

Police Department worked late 

into the night on Thursday and 

determined that those threats were 

not credible, but by then almost all 

of the school’s parents had decided 

to keep their children home from 

school the following day.

Mount Abe instituted a ban 

on flag-related attire on Dec. 

2. Warden said in an email to 

parents that day that the ban was 

in response to a recent trend of a 

small number of students wearing 

politically themed flags or banners 

as capes. The school had initially 

permitted this activity as a form 

of self-expression, but banned 

it Thursday because it had “led 

to inappropriate, disrespectful, 

hurtful, hateful dialogue between 

students and adults.” (See “Flag 

Displays” story on this page.)

As events unfolded at Mount 

Abe, school communities around 

the country were already on edge 

after a Nov. 30 school shooting in 

Oxford, Mich., left four students 

dead and seven others wounded. 

The suspect in that case, a 15-year-

old student at the school, was 

charged with first-degree murder 

and terrorism. His parents have 

also been arrested and charged in 

the case.

By JOHN FLOWERS

BRISTOL — Only 75 of the 

650 students enrolled at Mount 

Abraham Union Middle/High 

School came to the Bristol 

school out of fear that student 

unrest the previous day could 

escalate into violence. Mount 

Abe had received a threat that 

someone would bring a weapon 

to the Bristol school.

The source of the unrest: flags, 

some worn as capes.

School officials on Friday said 

a weapon threat issued Thursday 

was traced to one student. 

Following an investigation that 

spanned into Thursday night, 

Bristol police concluded there 

was “no credible threat to the 

Mount Abraham community 

and we were safe to hold 

classes on Friday,” MAUSD 

Smile for Santa

A VERY SMALL child takes her turn having a socially distant visit with Santa and Mrs. Claus in the new park in downtown Middlebury 

this past Saturday morning. The Christmas couple sat at a safe distance while they met with youngsters during the kickoff to the Better 

Middlebury Partnership’s Very Merry Middlebury celebration. See more photos on Page 2A. Photo by Jason Duquette-Hoffman
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A new classicA Dickens story we know & love 
will take the stage at Town Hall 
Theater. See Arts + Leisure.

By the way
By the way

Four-peat
The Middlebury College field 
hockey team dominated the 
NCAA Final Four. See Page 1B.

’Tis the seasonLook inside to find out what’s 
going on in all the area towns in 
our 40-page Holiday Guide.

HOPE Holiday Shop readies for kids in need

(See Holiday shop, Page 14A)

(See Hunters, Page 15A)

Eagle coach leads through empowermentStetson teaches more than skills

(See Stetson, Page 11A)

Career Ctr. redefines its priorities for the future

(See Career Ctr., Page 12A)

RNESU chief Collinsretiring at year’s end
Led schools through Act 46, COVID

(See Collins, Page 7A)

(See Nuovos, Page 12A)

Local sweethearts enter
10th decade – together

Young andother newhunters bagsome bucksOne novice killed a 195-pound, 9-pointer

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Helping 
Overcome Poverty’s Effects 
(HOPE) will reopen its Holiday 
Shop to in-person browsing next 
week after a two-year hiatus forced 
by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Located at the HOPE 
headquarters at 282 Boardman St. 
in Middlebury, the Holiday Shop 

features a hefty selection of free 
toys, books, puzzles and other gift 
options for low-income residents 
who otherwise couldn’t afford to 
provide their children Christmas 
presents. Jeanne Montross, 
executive director of HOPE, said 
the shop will likely serve around 
600 Addison County children over 
the next month.

As always, area individuals, 
businesses and places of worship 
are providing key donations that 
will allow HOPE to stock the 
Holiday Shop tables with super, 
eye catching gifts for kids ages 
birth through 18.“It’s a nice community effort 

that’s coming together,” Montross 
said during a recent interview at 

the shop.Organizers promise a return 
to “near-normal” shopping 
conditions. While patrons will 
need to social distance and wear 
face coverings, they’ll be able to 
choose gifts in person. That’s a 
departure from last year, when 
COVID-19 conditions required 

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — The town 
of Middlebury is home to many 
majestic sights — including the 
Otter Creek Falls, stately places of 
worship, and rolling, verdant hills.

But one of its most endearing and 
uplifting sights is the daily stroll 
of one of the community’s most 

senior and accomplished couples. 
If you’re lucky, you’ll spot Victor 
and Betty Nuovo just about any 
morning, walking hand-in-hand 
along Main and/or Weybridge 
streets. Both 90 years old and 
married for 68 years, the Nuovos 
breathe life into the impossible 

BETTY AND VICTOR Nuovo, one of Middlebury’s most accomplished 

and cherished couples, are each celebrating a 90th birthday, with 68 

years of marriage and many accomplishments to reflect upon.
Independent photo/Angelo S. Lynn

The Addison County 
jobless rate in October was 
1.4%, representing a drop 
from the 1.8% registered 
in September, according to 
the Vermont Department of 
Labor. Meanwhile, Vermont’s 
unemployment rate remained at 
2.8% in October, according to 

By ANDY KIRKALDYADDISON COUNTY — Young 
and first-time hunters combined to 
bring 121 deer to Addison County’s 
seven wildlife reporting stations 
after going out during Youth Hunting 
Weekend on Oct. 23 and 24. 

That total was the second-highest 
for an Addison County Youth 
Hunting Weekend, trailing only 
2019’s record high of 142. Other 
annual takes ranged from a low of 
78 in 2015 to 110 in both 2017 and 
2018.

For 2020, a wrinkle Department 
of Fish and Wildlife officials 
introduced no doubt boosted 
Youth Weekend numbers. Starting 
last year and this year, F&W has 
allowed first-time deer-hunting 
license holders ages 16 and up to 
join younger hunters during Youth 
Hunting Weekend, which now 
doubles as Novice Weekend. 

Still, 2021’s total ran ahead of 
2020’s youth weekend, during 
which young and novice hunters 
brought 105 deer to one of the 
following Addison County reporting 
stations: Rack ’N Reel in New 
Haven, Vermont Field Sports in 
Middlebury, Buxton’s Store in 
Orwell, West Addison General 
Store, Lincoln General Store, Green 
Mountain Trails End in Bristol, 
and C&S Hunting Supplies in East 
Middlebury.Overall, as of the end of the 

opening weekend of the 16-day rifle 
season (Nov. 14) hunters had taken 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
BRISTOL — Kayla Bessette 

used to think there was no way 
other people could love and 
appreciate Mary Stetson the 
way she does.“And then (earlier this month) 

at our Mt. Abe Varsity Field 
Hockey Banquet, the seniors 
attempted to talk about Mary 
and everything she has taught 
them and given them,” Bessette 
told the Independent last week. 
“Through the tears the point was 
driven home that it’s not just 
me. It’s all of her players. Mary 
Stetson emulates all things 
‘Eagle Nation.’”Mary Stetson began teaching 

at Mount Abraham Union High 
School in 1982 and has coached 
field hockey there for the past 
30 years. The program she built 
at the school is legendary, and 
for the past eight years she has 
served as the New England/

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — The 
Patricia Hannaford Career Center 
is generally doing a good job, 
but should consider adding new 
courses — such as veterinary 
science, dental hygiene and 
robotics — to reflect some of the 
evolving professional interests of 
its students.Those were among the 

takeaways of a lengthy “visioning” 
process that saw career center 
students, educators, business 
partners and community members 
take a thorough look at the school’s 
offerings and solicit feedback on 
how to better tailor vocational-
technical education for Addison 
County teens and adults.That visioning process began 

during the fall of 2019, when a 
team of Patricia Hannaford Career 

By ANGELO LYNNBRANDON — After 41 years as 
an educator, including 17 years as a 
superintendent, Rutland Northeast 
Supervisory Union Superintendent 
Jeanné Collins, 63, last Friday 
announced her resignation at the 
end of this school year. She said 
her decision was prompted by a 
change in her personal life.

“It’s bittersweet. It’s hard to let 
go,” Collins said, “but I’d like a 

different work-life balance.” 
Collins is engaged to be married 

to Mike Deweese, director of 
the Vermont Superintendents 
Association Leadership Academy, 
this coming May. Collins lives 
in Shelburne and Deweese is in 
Enosburg Falls.Collins became the 

superintendent of RNESU in 
2014, a move from the Burlington 

The chicken winner is…
EDORAH FRAZER, PRINCIPAL of Starksboro’s Robinson Elementary School, presents a chicken 

to first-grader Elijah Purinton, who suggested the name — “Snowy Chicken” — that the school voted 

to submit to the Vermont Agency of Transportation’s snowplow naming contest. The chicken will 

travel from class to class as the students do things that contribute to the greatness of the school. 

See more snowplow photos from other local schools on Page 2A.

Photo by Myriah Cogswell

MOUNT ABE FIELD hockey coach Mary Stetson looks on as her team prepares for the 2021 season 

this past August. When the Eagles won their fourth Division II state championship in a row this month, 

it was the second time Stetson’s program has had a championship “four-peat” since she started 

coaching the program in 1992.

Independent photo/Steve James
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History fan
A spunky Puritan in 17th C. New 

England is the heroine of a Lincoln 

author’s novel. See Arts + Leisure.

By the wayBy the way

Unbeaten
College women’s hockey grounds 

the Gulls to keep its winning 

streak alive. See Sports, Page 1B.

Graffi  ti or art?
Someone is pasting images 

around town, but where are they 

coming from? See Page 3A.

City police, Turning Point o� ering quick help to people in crisis

iPads allow for remote counseling

Vergennes seeks 
$25M sewer bond
Offi cials: It’s a great time for grants

ACSD to ask for 5.3% 

increase in spending

New canning facility could 

add 25 jobs at Aqua ViTea

Artim to leave Middlebury 

selectboard after 12 years
Could Lincoln, Ripton schools join forces?

Residents excited by the possibilities

And beverage start-ups would get help, too

(See Vergennes, Page 10A)

(See Aqua ViTea, Page 11A)

(See ACSD, Page 9A)

(See Schools, Page 11A)

(See Artim, Page 10A)

(See City police, Page 12A)

By ANDY 
KIRKALDY

VERGENNES — 

Thanks to Turning 

Point Center of 

Addison County, 

Vergennes Police 

Department offi cers 

this week have new 

tools at their disposal 

that can help citizens 

in need — two iPads.

Those tablet 

computers will 

travel with city 

police offi cers in 

their cruisers. If the 

offi cers encounter 

anyone who, in their 

judgment, would 

benefi t from a face-

to-face talk with one 

of Turning Point’s 13 

peer substance abuse 

coaches (at least one of whom is 

available 24/7) the offi cers can 

hand them one of the iPads.

A push of a 

button, and within 

60 seconds a trained 

peer coach will 

appear on the screen 

to listen and talk 

to, encourage, and 

support the person 

in a substance abuse 

crisis, according to 

Vergennes Police 

Chief George 

Merkel. 
“There are people 

we are dealing with 

that we can get to 

the coach to provide 

support and services 

(for), who need a 

coach … to help work 

through some of their 

issues, substance 

abuse or whatever 

else,” Merkel said.

Turning Point Center Executive 

Director Jennifer Mayhew said 

“They (offi cers) 

are out on the 

road, not always 

in the offi ce. The 

iPad seemed 

like a creative 

way to have 

access to people 

immediately, 

really in those 

most vulnerable 

moments when 

people are 
willing to think 

about rehab or 

treatment.” 
— Turning Point 

Executive Director 

Jennifer Mayhew

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — 

Nick Artim stepped onto 

Middlebury’s political stage a 

dozen years ago with a desire to 

do his civic duty and leave the 

community a better place for 

future generations.
He will step down from the 

Middlebury selectboard on 

March 1, having helped guide 

the town during a pandemic and 

an unparalleled investment in its 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

ADDISON COUNTY — Lincoln 

and Ripton, which voted last year 

to withdraw from their school 

districts, have begun exploring the 

idea of creating a new supervisory 

union to handle the administrative 

services they might not be able to 

afford individually.
“It’s one of the most exciting 

moments we’ve had in a long, 

embattled year, to be sitting with 

people who are really visioning 

something that is proactive 

and unique, but also still really 

supporting the values that our 

towns hold dear,” Ripton School 

District (RSD) board member 

Molly Witters told the Independent

earlier this month.
Since voting to leave the 

Addison Central School District 

last January and subsequently 

receiving the blessing of district 

member towns, Ripton has formed 

its own school district and now 

awaits a complicated decision 

by the Vermont State Board of 

Education (VSBE).
Lincoln voted in August to 

leave the Mount Abraham Unifi ed 

School District and awaits possible 

ratifi cation of district member 

communities on Town Meeting 

Day, March 1.

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Beverage 

maker Aqua ViTea is looking to 

substantially increase its canning 

capabilities, allowing it to hit a new 

gear in its kombucha production 

while also giving it the capacity to 

become a major incubator for small 

startup beverage companies.

Woodchuck Cider, a Middlebury 

industrial park neighbor, is shaping 

up as the other major player in 

this beverage-incubator venture, 

noted Aqua ViTea Founder/CEO 

Jeff Weaber. In short, Aqua ViTea 

is poised to acquire a 100-cans-

per-minute processing line from 

By ANDY KIRKALDY 

VERGENNES — With the 

expectation state and federal grants 

could pay for up to half of the 

cost, the Vergennes City Council 

on Tuesday decided to put a $25.5 

million bond proposal on the city 

ballot in March that if approved 

would fund a complete overhaul of 

the city’s troubled sewer collection 

system and treatment plant.

If city offi cials’ and consultants’ 

optimism about grant support is 

rewarded, most Vergennes sewer 

users would see an annual increase 

over the next few years from $500 

to $850 to fund bond payments, 

according to offi cial estimates.

Those bond-related increases 

would not be immediate, and most 

would be phased in as work is 

completed, according to offi cials. 

The Tuesday decision came 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — The Addison 

Central School District board on 

Monday unanimously agreed to 

present voters with a 2022-23 

budget of $41,578,089 that refl ects 

$34,594,034 in local education 

spending — a 5.3% increase 

compared to this year.

“This FY23 budget responds 

to an unprecedented educational 

environment in which the needs of 

our students and communities have 

shifted how our schools operate,” 

according to ACSD Superintendent 

Peter Burrows. “With the increased 

social and emotional needs of our 

students, we have worked to adapt 

traditional educational approaches 

to meet each student where they 

are. Much of this work at the 

budgetary level has consisted of 

shifts and increases to staffi ng in 

The Bridport Grange and 

the Addison County Farm 

Bureau have made the diffi cult 

decision to cancel their legislative 

breakfast series this winter due 

to the COVID-19 pandemic. It’s 

A moving sight
The 19th-century New 

Haven Junction Train Depot 

turns the corner from Route 7 

onto Route 17 in New Haven in 

predawn hours Wednesday, 

left, and later continues 

eastbound up the fi rst hill on 

Route 17 on its way to a new 

home on North Street. State 

offi cials said it was too close 

to the tracks for new higher-

speed passenger trains. See 

more photos on Pages 2A 

and 4A.
Photos by the Independent’s Steve 

James (above) and James Duggan of 

Vermont State Historic Sites

VERGENNES POLICE CHIEF George Merkel gives an iPad from the Turning Point Center a test run 

Tuesday. Police can give the iPad to people dealing with substance abuse issues and it will connect them 

to a quick face-to-face link with a peer recovery coach. Independent photo/Steve James

Florida, the book also restores hope 
as Miller discovers little spring-fed 
streams in northeast Iowa that 
still hold native brook trout, that 
somehow found their way down 
there from the Great Lakes as the 
glaciers retreated after the last ice 
age. 

The conservation message is 
strong and urgent, but the telling 
of the stories never feels preachy. 
And the tales of the damage we’ve 
done to the earth and water is 
mingled with encouraging stories 
of places where important work 
of preservation and restoration is 
being done. The book makes me 
want to go fishing with the author. 

I will also admit that I was 
somewhat pleased early in the 
book when I found that Miller, 
while writing about Gila trout in 
New Mexico, mentioned my own 
book “Trout in the Desert.” I would 
have been more pleased, except 
he spelled my name wrong. Also, 
he caught Gila trout there, which I 
never succeeded at doing. 

If you’re interest in winter (or 
summer) reading that is more 
explicitly in the sciences, then 
Kurt Fausch’s excellent book “For 
the Love or Rivers: a Scientist’s 
Journey” is a good one for your list. 
Fausch, recently retired from a long 
career teaching at Colorado State 
University, is one of the foremost 
experts on stream ecology and 
especially on native cutthroat trout. 
(The author also has a video series 
that goes with the book. Find both 
here: fortheloveofrivers.com.) 

Although Fausch does not 
mention me in his books (nor 
misspell my name) back in 2016, 
not long after his book was 
published, I had a chance to spend 
a day with him on a little stream 
that still held native Colorado River 
cutthroat trout, high in the Rockies 
in the Apache National Forest.

I said it was a scientific book. And 
it is. But it is also narrative. The title 
is not misleading. The author’s love 
of rivers and their inhabitants comes 
through on every page, as does the 
author’s humility. The book brings 
readers from experimental streams 
in Japan where Fausch worked with 
Japanese colleagues studying the 
impacts of invasive fish, including 
not just the impact on native fish 

but also how the trophic cascade 
impacts algae, streamside spiders, 
and even songbirds. From Japan, 
we end up back in little cutthroat 
trout streams in Idaho and out onto 
the Plains of Colorado, where we 
learn about little minnows that 
inhabit seasonal streams — and are 
in trouble because of the decades-
long draining of the aquifer for 
unsustainable agriculture. Although 
fishing doesn’t play a front-and-
center role, fish and rivers do. Read 
the book and you will see every 
stream and river you ever visit after 
that with new eyes.

Finally, I was given a copy in 
2017 (the year after it was released) 
of “Body of Water: a Sage, a Seeker, 
and the World’s Most Alluring Fish” 
by Chris Dombrowski. Although 
the book is about bonefish and fly-
fishing for bonefish (at least on the 
surface), and I have never fished for 
bonefish in my life, I was completely 
capture by the compelling story and 
beautiful writing. The author is a 
poet and writes with a rich poetic 
voice. The book took me a long way 
from the trout streams where I have 
spent most of my fly-fishing life.

And (like Norman Maclean’s 
“A River Runs Through It”) while 
fishing may be central to the surface 
narrative, the deeper story is about 
people, and especially about racial 
injustice, prejudice, power and 
privilege in the Bahamas where 
the story takes place, and about 
one particular guide named Pinder. 
As the book description states, by 
the time the author has met him 
“Pinder has been abandoned by 
the industry he helped build. With 
cataracts from a lifetime of staring 
at the water and a tiny severance 
package after 40 years of service, 
he watches as the world of his 
beloved bonefish is degraded by 
the tourists he himself did so much 
to attract. But as Pinder’s stories 
unfold, Dombrowski discovers a 
profound integrity and wisdom in 
the bonefishing guide’s life.”

All of these books, while 
capturing my attention with strong 
narratives and good writing, 
simultaneously raised questions 
and pushed me to think more deeply 
and see the world through slightly 
different eyes. They might help get 
you through the hard winter ahead. 
Maybe even through the summer. 

Dickerson
(Continued from Page 1B)

Draper, from sophomore middie 
Jackson Gillette, added goals in 
the third quarter, and McDonough, 
from Lawton, made it 9-4 to open 
the fourth period, and the Tigers 
were firmly in charge. Sophomore 
Zach Jette added a late goal for 
MUHS.

The Tigers are next scheduled 
to host St. Albans on Monday, 
assuming conditions on Fucile 
Field finally cooperate. Rizzo is 
looking forward to seeing what 
they can accomplish.

“They’re playing together real 
well. The intensity is great. The 
sense of urgency is great. And 
we’re having fun,” he said. “When 
you play like you’re having fun 
you play loose, and when you play 
loose you’re more creative, and it 
all leads to good things.”WASP GOALIE RYAN Runstein makes a big save on Tiger sophomore middie Zach Jette in the second 

quarter, but Jette later scored to help the MUHS boys’ lax team defeat Woodstock on Saturday at 
Middlebury College. 

Independent photo/Steve James

JUNIOR MIDDIE WILLEM Berry controls the ball against Woodstock 
defensive pressure on Saturday during the Tiger boys’ 12-6 victory 
over the Wasps at Middlebury College. 

Independent photo/Steve James

THE TIGER BOYS’ lacrosse team was effective in transition in 
Saturday’s 12-6 home win over Woodstock, but Wasp goalie Ryan 
Runstein made a kick save on MUHS junior Owen Lawton on this fast 
break. 

Independent photo/Steve James

Lacrosse 
(Continued from Page 1B)

MIDDLEBURY — The top-
ranked Middlebury College 
women’s lacrosse team (13-0, 8-0 
NESCAC) on Saturday defeated 
visiting Colby — its major 
challenger for the NESCAC title 
— by a score of 13-5. 

Colby entered the game at 11-
1, 7-0 in NESCAC play, and the 
winner of 10 straight. The Mules 
were ranked No. 4 in NCAA 
Division III. 

The Panthers took a 3-1 lead 
after the first quarter on two goals 
from Jane Earley and one from Erin 
Nicholas, and then outscored the 
Mules, 4-0, in the second quarter, 
with Susan Rowley, Kelcey Dion, 
Maggie Coughlin and Earley, with 
1:05 left in the half, doing the 
damage 

Earley opened the second half 
with a score to make it 8-1, and 
the Mules came no closer than five 
goals the rest of the way. 

Earley finished with a career-
high six goals to go along with an 
assist. Dion added two assists to her 
goal, and Coughlin and Nicholas 
each added assists to theirs. 

Erica Barr controlled three 
draws, Grace Getman caused 
two turnovers and Getman, Kylie 
Wilson and Madison Paylor each 
scooped three groundballs. Gina 
Driscoll made eight saves in goal 
for the Panthers to earn her second 
win of the season.

Colby goalie Emily Podgorni 
made nine saves, and Annie Eddy 
had a hat trick.

The Panthers close the regular 
season with games at Amherst (8-
3, 3-4 NESCAC) on Saturday and 
Williams (4-6, 2-4) on Wednesday. 
A win in either game would clinch 
the NESCAC title and the top seed 
for the league playoffs, which 
begin April 30.

Women’s lax wins 
key league contest

MIDDLEBURY — After 
the Middlebury College men’s 
lacrosse team lost a midweek 
home non-conference game, they 
bounced back to win a NESCAC 
road game on Saturday, setting the 
squad up for its playoff seeding 
push.

On April 13, visiting No. 11 St. 
Lawrence (9-2) scored the final 
seven goals to prevail, 18-11. The 
Panthers rallied to tie the game 
at 11-11 late in the third period 
before the Saints took charge.

Billy Curtis scored three goals, 
and Tyler Forbes scored once 
and set up two goals to pace the 
Middlebury offense. William 
Munroe and Johnny Kantaros 
each scooped up four ground balls, 
and Teddy Curran caused four 
turnovers. Goalie Finn O’Connor 
stopped 13 shots.

St. Lawrence goalie William 
Helm made 10 saves. 

On Saturday, the Panthers 

defeated host Colby, 18-10. The 
Panthers improved to 7-6, 5-3 
NESCAC, good for a three-way 
tie for third place with Amherst 
and Wesleyan, with Williams right 
behind at 4-3. 

They host Amherst at 3 p.m. 
Saturday and Williams at 5 p.m. 
on Wednesday to close out the 
regular season. 

Against the Mules (4-7, 1-7), 
Middlebury bolted to a 12-5 
halftime lead and five Panthers 
recorded multiple goals. 

Curtis and Jack Sheehan each 
scored four times, Gray Thomas 
recorded a hat trick, and Patrick 
Jamin and Russell Thorndike each 
netted a pair. William Munroe 
won 12 of 20 faceoffs and scooped 
eight groundballs, and O’Connor 
made 14 saves.

Jack Rickards topped the Mules 
with three scores, and two Mule 
goalies combined for 16 saves.  

Panther men win one, 
drop one in lacrosse
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ATTENTION 
SELF-EMPLOYED  CARPENTERS

then come to work for US!
Do what you love without the headaches of running a business.

We offer great pay, comprehensive benefits and growth opportunities.

APPLY TODAY!
802.482.5777 - polliconstruction.com

Doing Paperwork?

Chasing Money?

Paying Bills?

Managing people?

Unsteady Income?

ARE YOU TIRED OF...

ADDISON COUNTY — Amid 
a flurry of postponements over the 
past week, the Mount Abraham 
and Middlebury union high school 
baseball teams dropped their 
openers, while Otter Valley won 
once in three outings. 

Vergennes’ opening game 
on Saturday was canceled, the 
Eagles’ Saturday game vs. Fair 
Haven was moved to Wednesday, 
and the Tigers’ Tuesday home 
game was CVU rescheduled to 
Friday.

OV and Bellows Falls agreed 
to move Saturday and Tuesday 
games between the teams to 
Monday, and they played a 
doubleheader in Brandon. 
EAGLES

On Friday, visiting Burlington 
bashed its way to a 12-7 victory 
over the Eagles. Will Gumbrell 
and Cooper Smith homered for the 
Seahorses, and winning pitcher 
Henry Wood-Lewis was one of 

three other BHS players with two 
hits. 

For the Eagles, Neil Guy 
counted a homer among his three 
hits, and Tanner Harris also had 
three hits. Adam Mansfield took 
the pitching loss. 

The Eagles’ home game late last 
week vs. Fair Haven was moved 
twice and finally postponed to this 
past Wednesday. 
OTTERS

On Friday, visiting Burr & 
Burton topped the Otters, 6-1, 
behind the two-hit pitching of 
Trevor Greene. Seb Dostal had 
three hits for BBA, and three 
batters touched up OV starter 
Fraser Pierpont and reliever 
Jordan Beayon for two hits apiece. 
Beayon doubled and Luca Polli 
singled for OV’s hits. 

OV and Bellows Falls split 
their Monday doubleheader. 
OV claimed the opener, 8-2, as 
Beayon had a big game. He tossed 

six innings, striking out 13, and 
doubled and singled twice at the 
plate. 

Pierpont drove in three runs 
with three hits for OV, and Luca 
Polli added a pair of hits.

BF hurler Jack Cravinho tossed 
a complete-game seven-hitter as 
the Terriers earned a split with an 
8-1 victory in the second game. 
Beayon picked up two more hits 
for OV, which will host Mount Abe 
on Thursday, weather permitting. 
TIGERS

On Friday, host Fair Haven 
stopped MUHS, 16-3, in five 
innings. Ethan Kelley scattered 
four Tiger hits over four innings 
and struck out seven to earn the 
win. Kelley and Trey Lee each 
doubled and singled for the 
Slaters, while Matt Heibler poked 
a pair of RBI singles. Joe Buxton 
tripled in a run.

OTTER JUNIOR BEN Adams rounds the bases to eventually score OV’s only run in the second game 
against visiting Bellows Falls on Monday.

Independent photo/Angelo Lynn

Early-season baseball – bad 
weather, Otters only winners

HINESBURG — Host 
Champlain Valley outscored the 
Vergennes-Mount Abraham girls’ 
lacrosse team on Monday, 19-11, 
in a game moved from Tuesday 
to dodge an unfavorable weather 
forecast.

The Commodores, whose 
Saturday game at Hartford was 
postponed, dropped to 1-1. Halle 

Huizenga led VUHS with four 
goals, Elena Bronson scored 
twice and set up two goals, and 
Reese Gernander scored twice. 
Goalie Carley Cook made 13 
saves. The Commodores were 
missing at least two starting 
midfielders for the spring break 
game.

Chloe Shipes scored five goals 

for CVU, and Amelie Scharf 
scored four and assisted three 
goals. Two Redhawk goalies 
combined for 10 saves.

The VUHS-Mt. Abe 
cooperative team is next 
scheduled to play at Green Mt. 
Valley on April 28. 

CVU sinks Commodore girls’ lax

COLCHESTER — Host 
Colchester on Friday blanked a 
shorthanded Middlebury Union 
High School girls’ tennis team, 7-0, 
in the opener for both programs.

The Tigers were playing without 
the two players expected to play 
Nos. 1 and 2 singles, Scarlet 
Carrara and Julia Bartlett, due to 
family vacation plans.

The Tigers are off until they host 
Rice at 4:30 p.m. on April 26. 

On Friday:
At No. 1 singles, Kendall 

Spencer, C, defeated Talia 
Cotroneo, 2-6, 6-1, 10-8.

At No. 2 singles, Kelsey Thomas, 
C, defeated Paige Hescock, 6-3, 
7-5.

At No. 3 singles, Maia Franchetti, 
C, defeated Kaya Wright, 6-2, 6-0.

At No. 4 singles, Emma 
McDonald, C, defeated Oni Krizo, 
6-2, 6-1.

At No. 5 singles, Mohini 
Vallabhaneni, C, defeated Caroline 
Nicolai, 6-1, 6-1.

At No. 1 doubles, Katie 
McCullagh/Hanna Wilkins, C, 
defeated Subia Khan/Audrey 
Carpenter, 6-0, 6-2.

At No. 2 doubles, Maeve 
McCullagh/Jeannine Bourassa, 
C, defeated Amelia Coburn/India 
Choudhury, 6-1, 6-0.

Colchester tames Tiger girls’ tennis 
HARTFORD, Conn. — The 

Middlebury College Panther 
women’s track & field team 
won a 19-team meet hosted by 
Connecticut College this past 
Friday and Saturday.

The Panthers scored 118.5 
points, followed by Bowdoin (110 
points) and Amherst (95 points).

The meet was highlighted by 
three individual victories and three 
runner-up results.

On Friday, Kate Kenny won 
the 3,000-meter steeplechase in 
10:57.16, with Audrey Grimes in 
third (11:25.93). 

In Friday’s 800, Nicole Johnson 
won in 2:12.42, and Katelyn Pease 
was third in 2:13.29. 

Also on Friday, Cassie Kearney 
won the 1,500 in 4:31.86.

In Friday’s field events, Zoe 
Wang took second in the pole vault 
with a height of 3.40 meters. 

On Saturday, the Panther 
women’s 4x100-meter relay quartet 
of Eva Kaiden, Michelle Louie, 
Jaqueline Topping and Cady Barns 
placed second in 48.71, and Jaxon 
Palmer was second in the javelin at 
35.93 meters. 

Earning third-place finishes were 

Ciara Dale in the 400m hurdles 
(1:05.13), Peyton Belsher in the 
high jump (1.57m), and Barns in 
the high jump (11.28m). 

At the same invitational, the 
Middlebury men’s team took fifth 
place out of 20 teams with 14 top-
10 finishes. 

On Saturday, Daniel Brey took 
second with a toss of 45.69 meters 
in the hammer throw. 

On Friday, Quinlan McGaugh 
finished second in the 1,500 in 
3:57.14, and in the 800, Max Cluss 
took third in 1:54.99. 

Panther women win track & field meet

MIDDLEBURY — The 
Middlebury College baseball team 
swept three games from visiting 
Williams over the weekend to 
improve to 15-7, 4-1 NESCAC 
West. They have won eight straight.

The Panthers were set to visit 
Castleton on Wednesday and are 
scheduled to host NESCAC West 
foe Amherst this weekend for three 
games — one at 4 p.m. Friday and 
two at noon on Saturday, 

On Friday, the Panthers rallied 
for a 5-4 win over Williams. They 
took a first-inning lead on a Beau 
Root single (the first of his three 
hits), a hit batter, and a Sammy 
Smith single. 

The Ephs took a 4-1 lead in the 
third on two Panther errors and one 
key hit.

Middlebury got a run back in the 
bottom of the inning when Alec 
Ritch singled and stole second, 
third and home, and tied the game 
with two in the fifth on a Kyle 
McCausland double, Zip Malley 
single, an error, and a Schroeder 
double. 

Middlebury plated the winning 
run in the seventh. McCausland 

was hit by a pitch, moved up on 
a fielder’s choice, and scored on a 
Sawyer Duarte single. 

George Goldstein (2-1) tossed 
2.1 shutout innings for the win, 
striking out three. He relieved 
Alex Price, who went the first 6.2 
innings, allowing four unearned 
runs.

On Sunday, the Panthers swept 
two from Williams, which dropped 
to 7-13, 1-5.

In the opener, the Panthers came 
back from a 7-3 deficit to win, 8-7, 
in a seven-inning game. 

Middlebury took a 3-1 lead in the 
first on a Ritch three-run homer, but 
Williams scored three in the third 
and three more in the fourth to take 
a four-run lead, taking advantage 
of Panther miscues and timely hits. 

Singles by Malley and Ritch 
made it 7-4, Ephs, in the fourth, 
and Middlebury scored twice in the 
fifth on walks to McCausland and 
Andrew Ashley, three wild pitches 
and a Jack Stolper RBI hit.   

Middlebury scored the tying 
and winning runs in the sixth. 
John Collins singled and advanced 
to third on a hit to right by 

McCausland, who took second 
on the throw to third. Ashley then 
singled in both runners.

Goldstein came on for the save, 
and Charlie Kutz picked the win 
with two scoreless relief innings. 
Schroeder and Ritch led the 
Panthers with two hits apiece.

In the nightcap, the Panthers 
claimed an 8-5 victory. The Ephs 
scored two unearned runs early, but 
the Panthers answered with four 
runs on four hits in the bottom of 
the third, including RBI doubles by 
Schroeder and Ashley and a Stolper 
RBI single. Middlebury made it 
5-2 in the fourth when Sawyer 
Duarte doubled and eventually 
stole home. 

In the seventh, the Panthers made 
it 7-2 on a Chris Borter home run, 
adding an unearned run. The teams 
traded runs in the eighth, with 
Ritch tripling and Ashley singling 
for Middlebury, and the Panthers 
survived a mild rally in the ninth.

Alex Rosario (5-1) picked up the 
win, allowing two unearned runs 
on three hits and a strike out in six 
innings. Schroeder and Ritch each 
had three hits. 

College nine takes three from Williams
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ScoreScore
BOARD

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Boys’ Lacrosse

4/15 Spaulding vs Mt. Abe .................9-3 
4/16 MUHS vs Woodstock ...............12-6
4/19 Rutland vs OV .........................15-1

Girls’ Lacrosse
4/16 VUHS at Hartford ...........Postponed
4/18 CVU vs. VUHS ......................19-11 

Softball
4/15 Mt. Abe vs Burlington ...............17-2
4/15 MUHS vs Fair Haven .............27-14 
4/16 Williamstown at VUHS ............ Ppd. 
4/19 CVU at MUHS ...............Postponed 
4/20 Springfi eld at OV .....................Late
4/20 Fair Haven at Mt. Abe ..............Late

Baseball
4/15 Burr & Burton vs OV ..................6-1
4/15 Fair Haven vs MUHS ...............16-3
4/15 Burlington vs Mt. Abe ...............12-7 
4/16 Williamstown at VUHS ............ Ppd.
4/18 OV vs Bellows Falls ...................8-2
4/18 Bellows Falls vs OV ...................8-1 
4/19 CVU at MUHS ...............Postponed
4/20 Fair Haven at Mt. Abe ..............Late

Girls’ Tennis
4/15 Colchester vs MUHS  ................7-0  

Boys’ Tennis
4/15 MUHS vs Colchester  ................4-3 

COLLEGE SPORTS
Women’s Lacrosse

4/16 Midd vs Colby ..........................13-5
Men’s Lacrosse

4/13 St. Lawrence vs Midd ............18-11
4/16 Midd vs Colby ........................18-10

Softball 
4/15 Midd vs Hamilton .......................6-2
4/15 Hamilton vs Midd .......................6-5
4/16 Midd vs Hamilton .....................10-5

Baseball 
4/15 Midd vs Williams ........................5-4
4/17 Midd vs Williams ........................8-7
4/17 Midd vs Williams ........................8-5
4/20 Midd at Castleton .....................Late

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Boys’ Lacrosse

4/23 Hartford at OV ......................11 AM
4/25 Randolph at OV ..................... 4 PM
4/26 Mt. Abe at Harwood  .............. 4 PM
4/27 S. Burlington at MUHS  ........  4 PM  
4/29 St. J at Mt. Abe ...................... 4 PM
4/30 MUHS at Essex ....................11 AM   

Girls’ Lacrosse
4/26 MUHS at S. Burlington ..... 4:30 PM 
4/28 GMVS at VUHS ................ 4:30 PM 
4/29 Mt. Mansfi eld at MUHS ..... 4:30 PM 
4/30 Stowe at VUHS .....................11 AM

Softball
4/21 Mt. Mansfi eld at MUHS ........... Ppd.
4/21 Mt. Abe at OV ................... 4:30 PM
4/21 VUHS at Peoples .............. 4:30 PM
4/22 CVU at MUHS .................. 4:30 PM
4/23 Richford at VUHS .................11 AM
4/23 Mt. Abe at Missisquoi  ...........11 AM
4/23 MUHS at St. Albans ..............11 AM
4/23 Richford at VUHS .................11 AM
4/23 Mt. Abe at Missisquoi  ...........11 AM 
4/23 MUHS at St. Albans ..............11 AM
4/25 MUHS at Burlington ........... 4:30PM
4/26 Fair Haven at OV .............. 4:30 PM 
4/26 Fairfax at VUHS ................ 4:30 PM
4/28 White River at OV ............. 4:30 PM
4/28 Mt. Abe at S. Burlington .... 4:30 PM
4/30 VUHS at U-32 .......................11 AM
4/30 OV at Springfi eld  .................11 AM

Baseball
4/21 Mt. Abe at OV ................... 4:30 PM 
4/21 Mt. Mansfi eld at MUHS ........... Ppd.
4/21 VUHS at Peoples .............. 4:30 PM
4/22 CVU at MUHS .................. 4:30 PM
4/23 OV at Mt. Anthony ................11 AM
4/23 VUHS at Rice .......................11 AM
4/23 MUHS at St. Albans ..............11 AM
4/25 MUHS at Burlington ........... 4:30PM
4/26 Fairfax at VUHS ................ 4:30 PM
4/26 Fair Haven at OV .............. 4:30 PM
4/28 Stratton at OV ................... 4:30 PM
4/28 Montpelier at VUHS .......... 4:30 PM
4/28 Mt. Abe at S. Burlington .... 4:30 PM
4/30 Spaulding at Mt. Abe ............11 AM
4/30 OV at Springfi eld ..................11 AM 
4/30 VUHS at U-32 .......................11 AM

Boys’ Tennis
4/26 MUHS at Rice ................... 3:30 PM 
4/28 MUHS at Mt. Mansfi eld ..... 3:30 PM   

Girls’ Tennis
4/26 Rice at MUHS  .................. 4:30 PM  
4/28 Mt. Mansfi eld at MUHS ..... 3:30 PM    
4/30 MUHS at Bellows Falls  ........10 AM 

Girls’ Ultimate
4/27 MUHS at Montpelier  ............. 4 PM  

Boys’ Ultimate
4/26 S. Burlington at MUHS .......... 4 PM 

Track & Field
4/27.......MUHS/Mount Abe at Burlington

COLLEGE SPORTS
Women’s Lacrosse

4/23 Midd at Amherst ..................... 2 PM
4/27 Midd at Williams ............... 6:30 PM
4/30.................. NESCAC Playoffs Open

Men’s Lacrosse
4/23 Amherst at Midd ..................... 3 PM
4/27 Williams at Midd .................... 5 PM
4/30.................. NESCAC Playoffs Open

Softball 
4/22 Wesleyan at Midd .................. 5 PM
4/23 Wesleyan at Midd (2) ............. Noon
4/26 Plattsburgh at Midd (2) ..... 3:30 PM
4/30 Midd at Clarkson (2) .............. 1 PM
5/1 Union at Midd (2) ..................... 1 PM 

Baseball 
4/22 Amherst at Midd ..................... 4 PM
4/23 Amherst at Midd (2) ............... Noon
4/26 Skidmore at Midd ................... 4 PM
4/27 Midd at Plattsburgh ................ 4 PM
4/29 Midd at Wesleyan .................. 4 PM
4/30 Midd at Wesleyan (2) ............. Noon
5/1 Midd at Castleton ..................... 1 PM
Given rapidly changing schedules those 
interested in attending or viewing events 
are advised to check school websites for 
the latest updates

TIGER NO. 1 SINGLES player Clyde Malhotra rips a forehand during his victory on Friday vs. his 
Colchester counterpart. Malhotra’s strong forehand was a big factor in his 6-1, 6-3 win, which helped the 
Tigers top the Lakers, 4-3.

Independent photo/Steve James

The real drama came next in 
Suchomel’s victory at No. 3 singles. 
By the time his second set was 
under way, the Tiger doubles teams 
had lost or were losing, and Newton 
had lost the fi rst set and was trailing 
in his second, ultimately losing to 
Riley Fitzgerald, 6-4, 6-0.

At No. 1 doubles, the Lakers’ 
A n t h o n y 
Klevem and 
Brady Towle 
d e f e a t e d 
H e m i n w a y 
and Avery 
Hamilton, 6-3, 
6-3. At No. 
2 doubles, 
C o l c h e s t e r ’s 
Cooper Seissen 
and Parker 
E i d s h e i m 
topped Taylor 
and O’Neil, 7-5, 
6-3. 

Suchomel cruised to a 6-0 fi rst-
set victory over Jonny Labrie, 
but the Laker rallied to make the 
second set a battle.

“It was a serious nailbiter. He 
(Suchomel) played really well, and 
then the other kid picked his game 
up,” Schoen said.

Schoen elected not to tell 
Suchomel the overall match almost 
certainly hinged on his result. 
Finally, Suchomel served for the 
set, and the match, up 5-4. And 
promptly fell behind, 0-40. 

Schoen had spoken to him before 
the game. 

“I just said, ‘Hey, man, you can 
close this out. Take your time with 

your serve, and 
you’ve got it,’” 
Schoen said. 
“And he said, 
‘Yeah, yeah, I 
think I do.’” 

After falling 
behind, Schoen 
said Suchomel 
“just got really 
calm and 
focused.” A 
couple strong 
serves and 
solid hits from 
S u c h o m e l 

then turned the game around and 
clinched the match and the Tigers’ 
win. 

Afterward, Schoen told 
Suchomel what had been at stake.

“He said, ‘Thank you. I didn’t 
want to know that,’” Schoen said. 

Tennis 
(Continued from Page 1B)

“It was a serious 
nailbiter. (Lewis 
Suchomel) played 
really well, and then 
the other kid picked 
his game up.”

— Coach Ken Schoen
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Want to
advertise within
this directory?

Contact us for information:
advertising@

addisonindependent.com

or call 802-388-4944

Practitioner Practitioner 
of the Weekof the Week

Shannon Louise is 
the owner of 802 PMU. 
Her business began 
at 802 Ink and she 
recently transitioned 
to her own space in 
Essex Junction. In 
2021, Shannon decided 
to get her eyebrows 
microbladed and even 
though she had no idea 
what to expect, she 
was ready for a smudge-free-never-have-
to-apply-makeup-again kind of look. 

After that one session, she was hooked. 
The experience changed her life so much 
that she knew she was ready to make a 
career out of permanent makeup and she 
became a Certified PMU artist a month 
later. Shannon has discovered a love 
of helping others feel confident in their 
own skin through the use of permanent 
makeup and can’t wait to show you what 
she can do.

Contact Shannon at:
802pmu@gmail.com
802-363-0323

“Wellness is more than the absence of illness.”

50 Court St • Middlebury, Vt 05753

A Center for 
Independent Health Care Practitioners

SOMAWORK

WELLNESS
CENTER

Jim Condon Jim Condon ..... 802-388-4880 or 802-475-2349
    SomaWork

Caryn Etherington Caryn Etherington ............  802-388-4882 ext. 3
    Therapeutic Massage & Bodywork

Charlotte BishopCharlotte Bishop ................ 802-388-4882 ext. 4
    Therapeutic Soft & Deep Tissue

JoAnne KenyonJoAnne Kenyon...............................802-388-0254
Energy Work                www.joanne.abmp.com

Winfield Kelley, D.C. Winfield Kelley, D.C. ....................... 802-453-6010
   Chiropractic Treatment

Donna Belcher, M.A.Donna Belcher, M.A. ..................... 802-388-3362
    Licensed Psychologist - Master

Nancy TellierNancy Tellier.................... 802-388-4882 ext. 1
Ortho-Bionomy®

Hyla DickinsonHyla Dickinson...................................... 802-989-2969
Therapeutic Massage, Lymph Drainage
Craniosacral & Visceral Manipulation

Shannon Louise
PMU Artist

MIDDLEBURY — The Panther 
softball team improved to 13-8, 5-4 
NESCAC West, by taking two out 
of three from host Hamilton this 
past weekend. The Panthers will 
next host their fi nal three NESCAC 
West games vs. Wesleyan. The 
schedule calls for a 4 p.m. game on 
Friday and a doubleheader at noon 
on Saturday.

This past Friday, Middlebury 
split a doubleheader at Hamilton, 
winning the opener, 6-2, and falling 
in the nightcap, 6-5.

In the opener, the Panthers got 
solo homers from Abby Santis 
and Noelle Ruschil and a two-run 
shot from Tori Papaleo to back 
the pitching of Jewel Ashbrook. 
Ashbrook (7-3) tossed her sixth 
complete game of the season, 
yielding two unearned runs on 
eight hits. 

Ruschil went three-for-four; 
Jordyn Johnson had two hits, two 
stolen bases, and scored a run; 
Santis picked up an RBI on a sac 
fl y; and Megan Fox singled home 

a run.  
In game two, Hamilton took a 

5-0 lead in the third, only to see 
the Panthers score fi ve in the sixth. 
Johnson singled home two runs 
and scored on a single by Santis 
before Jen McGann drilled a two-
run double.

Hamilton won the game in the 
bottom of the seventh, when Kiara 
Arcayena smacked an RBI double. 
Abigail Jankowski yielded only one 
run on fi ve hits in 3.1 innings, but 
took the loss in relief of Samantha 

Hausman. Ruschil, McGann and 
Fox each had two hits. 

On Saturday, the Panthers bolted 
to a 6-0 lead in the third inning 
on the way to a 10-5 win over the 
Continentals (14-9, 2-5 NESCAC 
West).

Santis hit a solo shot in the fi rst 
inning, and in the second Sophia 
Marlino hit a three-run homer 
to make it 4-0. In the third, RBI 
doubles by McGann and Sophie 
Bolinger made it 6-0.

The Continentals scored three 

times in the third, but the Panthers 
put the game out of reach with 
four runs in the sixth, scoring on 
a Johnson single, an error, and 
sacrifi ce fl ies by Ruschil and 
McGann.

Bolinger led with three hits, 
while Johnson and Marlino each 
had two hits. Jankowski (2-2) 
earned the win with four innings 
of relief, allowing two runs, one 
earned. 

Panther softball takes two out of three from league foe

ScheduleSchedule

Eagle boys’ lax bested
BARRE — Host Spaulding 

defeated the Mount Abraham-
Vergennes boys’ lacrosse team on 
Saturday, 9-3. The Tide improved 
to 3-1 with their third straight win, 
while the Eagles dropped to 1-1.

A 6-1 run in the second quarter 
proved to be decisive for the home 
team. Aidan Kresco, John Malnati 
and Thomas Ducharme led 
Spaulding with two goals apiece, 

and goalie Chris Howarth had a 
strong game, with 13 saves.

Eagle goalie Moises Otero made 
12 saves in his second varsity 
appearance. Noah Ladeau scored 
twice for MAV, Henry Anderson 
added one goal, and Sawyer 
Shepard picked up an assist. 

The Eagles are next scheduled to 
visit Hartford on April 26.

We’ve got an award winning website!

addsonindependent.com

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

Take a look!
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  PROSPECT CEMETERY 
ASSOCIATION 

ANNUAL MEETING
PUBLIC NOTICE

The Officers and all Persons 
interested in the Prospect Cemetery

Association are hereby warned 
to meet at the Sarah Partridge 
Community House in East Middlebury 
on Monday, May 9, 2022 at 7:30. P.M. 
for the following purpose.

1. To hear the reports of the officers.
2. To hold election of officers for the 

following year.
3. To vote on fees for the maintenance 

of the cemetery grounds.
 4. To transact any other business 

that may come before the meeting.
Masks will be optional for attendees 

fully vaccinated.
Elaine Newton, Secretary

   
  

Public
Notices 

can be found in this
ADDISON INDEPENDENT

 on Pages 5B, 11B and 12B.

PUBLIC NOTICE
THE SPORTS CAR CLUB

OF VERMONT
PRESENTS THE HISTORIC

MT. PHILO HILLCLIMB
Apr. 30-May 1, 2022

AT MT. PHILO
IN CHARLOTTE, VT

The Mt. Philo mountain road and 
hiking trails will be closed to the public 
from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM on Saturday 
and Sunday. The historic hillclimb is 
a speed event up the mountain road 
with drivers racing against the clock. 
We thank the residents of Charlotte 

and the State Parks for being a 
wonderful host for this historic event. 

Thank you! 

www.SCCV.org

ADDISON — Louise Richards 
of Addison celebrated her 100th 
birthday lifting weights along with 
her friends from the “Bridport 
Defense League.” This group 
of folks from Bridport, Addison 
and Shoreham meet regularly to 
exercise using weights and gentle 
movement as well as to have 
community contact. Twenty-one 
women joined Louise in the 
workout and partook of the cake. 

Added together, the ages of the 
21 people exercising was 1,590 
years. The fitness group started in 
2007 as part of a Champlain Valley 
Agency on Aging program. CVAA, 
now known as Age Well, supported 
a young Americorp worker who 
used research from Tufts University 
on the best exercise program 
for older bones. The Americorp 
worker trained local leaders for 
the group. In Bridport, Lynne Boie 
volunteered and trained to run the 
group and 15 years later, she is still 
at it. 

The group meets twice a week 

LOUISE RICHARDS OF Addison turned 100 this month and 
celebrated with her fellow members of the “Bridport  Defense League,” 
a group of women in their later years who get together and exercise.

BRIDPORT DEFENSE LEAGUE members join Louise Richards 
recently to celebrate her 100th birthday

Photos courtesy of Irene Zaccor 

on Mondays and Wednesdays at 
10 a.m. in the Bridport Community 
Hall. During COVID times, they 
exercised at the Addison Volunteer 
Fire Department and outdoors on 
the Bridport Town Green while 
the weather permitted, although 
cold and damp is not what older 
bones prefer. This is one group of 
remarkable, resilient and strong 
people.

WINOOSKI — Vermont Student 
Assistance Corp. is offering a free 
online webinar on how to appeal 
your financial aid offer on Tuesday, 
April 26, at 6 p.m. Students and 
families can participate via Zoom 
by registering at tinyurl.com/
VSAC-FA-Appeal or by visiting 
VSAC’s Facebook page. The event 
also will be recorded and available 
for viewing later.

Appealing financial aid offers 
for college is not new. Every year, 
students and families experience 
unexpected circumstances that 
impact their original financial 
aid award package. A loss of a 
job. An increase in family size. 
Unanticipated medical expenses 
and other one-time events.

In the era of the current pandemic, 

this is especially 
true for many 
more Vermonters. 
Families are 
struggling with a 
variety of financial 
and personal 
pressures caused 
by COVID-19. 
Vermonters who 
have received a 
Vermont state 
grant — or 
financial aid from 
the institutions they plan to 
attend — can “appeal,” or ask 
for reconsideration of their aid 
packages.

Panelists include Marilyn 
Cargill, vice president of VSAC’s 
financial aid services, research, and 

marketing; Marcia 
Corey, VSAC 
manager of grant 
and scholarship 
operations; and 
Gregory J. Davis, 
director of financial 
aid at Champlain 
College.

In this online 
panel presentation, 
parents and 
students will learn 
what a financial 

aid appeal is; how the appeal 
process works; what qualifies 
as special circumstances; what 
documentation is needed; and how 
to present a compelling request. 
Bring your questions and get 
answers from the experts.

Parents and students will have 
the opportunity to ask questions 
during the presentation, which 
may be addressed during the live 
broadcast itself, privately during 
the broadcast, or in a follow-up 1:1 
consultation.

For information about comparing 
financial aid offers, choosing the 
right education loan, and putting 
it all together, visit www.vsac.org/
college-decision-process

For general information on 
college and career planning and 
help with financial aid, go to www.
vsac.org/FAFSAfirst and check out 
our online workshops and events. 
You can also contact VSAC at 
800-642-3177, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday, or online 
at info@vsac.org.

CHAMPLAIN VALLEY 
— Join volunteers for the 
10th Annual Day in the Dirt, 
a state-wide community and 
school garden fundraiser and 
work day hosted by Vermont 
Garden Network to jump start the 
growing season. 

This event brings volunteers 
together to prepare shared 
garden spaces. Each project is 
supervised by a garden site leader 
and no special skills or tools are 
required, just a willingness to get 
your hands dirty. 

Some example projects include 
repairing raised beds, mulching 
walkways, spreading compost 
or preparing a pollinator space. 
This year Day in the Dirt will 
support 21 gardens at schools, 
parks, housing sites, hospitals 
and food shelves in nine counties, 
including Addison County. One 
local garden seeking help on Day 
in the Dirt is at Vergennes Union 
Elementary School. Volunteers 
of all ages are invited to drop-in 
on April 30 from 9 a.m.-noon at 
Vergennes elementary on School 

Street in the Little City. Help the 
school garden — dig in the dirt, 
prepare garden area, plant seeds. 
Please bring your own digging 
tools, and wear clothes that can 
get dirty.

To learn more about this 
volunteer opportunity and others 
on the Day in the Dirt, head online 
to tinyurl.com/VUESgarden.

“This anticipated event is an 
annual tradition for community 
and school gardens to bring 
people together and prepare their 
spaces,” said Michelle Gates, 

VGN’s executive director. “All 
funds raised from this event 
support the participating gardens 
and Gardens for Learning, a 
program supporting children at 
risk of summertime hunger.”

Day in the Dirt is sponsored 
by Gardener’s Supply Company, 
City Market/Onion River 
Coop, UVM Medical Center, 
AARP, Earth Breeze and Green 
Mountain Compost.  For more 
information about the event and 
volunteer registration, go to 
www.vtgardens.org 

How to appeal a financial aid offer

And have fun! 

Get your hands dirty for a great cause

CORNWALL — A newly 
installed Walker organ, completed 
in November 2021, will feature 
in a concert at the Cornwall 

Congregational Church on Sunday, 
May 1, at 2:30 p.m. 

The noted soprano Annaliese von 
Goerken will join church organist 

Charles Callahan to perform 
selections drawn from three 
centuries of the classical organ and 
vocal repertoire, including works 

by Bach, Handel, Dvorak and 
Rachmaninoff.

The concert is free and open to 
the public.

Cornwall church to celebrate new organ with concert

Appealing financial 
aid offers for college 
is not new. Every 
year, students and 
families experience 
unexpected 
circumstances that 
impact their original 
financial aid award 
package. 

Louise Richards celebrated
her 100th with ‘class’

Buy it. Read it. Share it. Need it. Love it. SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

Riley Wells
Riley Wells Is the latest Student of the Week at Mount Abraham Union High School. Riley lives in Bristol with his 

parents, Ben and Marcia Wells, and his younger sister, Allison, who is in 9th grade at Mt. Abe.
Riley works very hard at school, and his intellectual capability is apparent in his record, which includes consistent 

appearances on the high honor and highest honor rolls. As a freshman Riley received the “Heart of Global Gold 
Award,” which represented academic achievement in social studies for one student in that class. This fall he was 
invited to, and joined, the National Society of High School Scholars. During his last two years Riley has challenged 
himself with four different AP classes: Calculus, European History, Language and Composition, and U.S. History. 

Outside of classes Riley was a member of Model UN in 9th and 10th grade, and during 11th and 12th grade 
he played football. He also worked at both the Marquis Theater in Middlebury and Shaw’s supermarket in Bristol.

Riley says he is very grateful for his close-knit group of friends, with whom he spends time both in and out 
of school. He calls them his true brothers. During the summer you can find him participating in Revolutionary 
War reenactments with Colonel Seth Warner’s Regiment. The group simulates actual battles with black powder 
muskets (no projectiles) in historical locations such as Hubbardton and Fort Ticonderoga. He has been participating 
in these reenactments for almost eight years and recently assumed a leadership role in the regiment when he was 
promoted to corporal.

“I truly believe that if you work hard and consistently for the things you want, you can rise from the bottom to the 
top.” he says. “I’ve achieved my goals not through any inherited hyper-intelligence, but through raw determination 
and power of will.” When he finds himself stuck or unmotivated, he takes a walk, breathes, sits down and begins. 
“That’s all it is,” he says. “You keep solving, keep persevering, and keep accomplishing until your aspirations, no 
matter how seemingly unrealistic to some, are achieved. If you pair hard work with benevolence and kindness to others, then you will become successful beyond 
what you thought was possible.” 

Riley plans on going to college in the fall and studying History and Political Science. Everyone at Mt. Abe wishes Riley the absolute best for his future. He is a 
positive force that will be greatly missed. 

STUDENT OF THE WEEKSTUDENT OF THE WEEK  
 MOUNT ABRAHAM UNION HIGH SCHOOL MOUNT ABRAHAM UNION HIGH SCHOOL

Riley Wells
MAUHS

• Business Law  •  Wills, Trusts and Estates
• Government Contracting  •  Elder Law

• Property and Tenancy Issues

Congratulations
Students!

A� ordable & client-focused legal services

802-489-5099 or law@jlgi.com 
28 North Street - Bristol Village

 JOHNSON LAW GROUP JOHNSON LAW GROUP

64 Jackman Drive  •  Bristol 
802.453.2381  •  JackmansInc.com

Way to go, 

Telecommunications Sales and Service
Data Cabling & Fiber Optics 

802-388-8999
Middlebury

Keep up the great work,

877-3118
Vergennes, VT

Riley

16 Creek Road, Middlebury
388-6054

M-F 7:15-5:30 & Sat. 8-3
countrysidecarpetandpaint.com

We’ve Got You Covered!

Students of the week from all area high schools will 
receive a gift certificate from Vermont Book Shop. 

Students of the Week are chosen by school teachers and 
administration.

Best of Luck to All Addison County Students!

Riley

Jackman Fuels, Inc.
Serving the Champlain

Valley since 1945

205 Main Street, Vergennes
877-2661 • jackmanfuels.com

Congratulations to:
Riley

27 Main Street, Vergennes

Keep your Eye
on your

future goals!
Mon 8-4 • Tues–Fri 8-5

If you are interested in advertising in Student of the 
Week contact advertising@addisonindependent.com14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDD., VT

802-388-3371

Congratulations

Stop by to grab 
your mug!

Congratulations

802-388-1338
99 Court St., Middlebury, VT

Riley
Riley
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Helping Young Families Get The Right Start

• Community Playgroups
• Parent Education Classes
• Home Visits
• Pregnancy Prevention Programs
• Parent Training & Child Center

calendarcalendar
communitycommunity

Overlooked no more
VERMONT’S BULLHEAD POPULATION is often overlooked by fishermen, but this spring 

Vermont Fish and Wildlife is offering two Introduction to Bullhead fishing workshops at Dead 
Creek WMA in Panton, Thursday, April 28, and Friday, May 6. VF&W calls it an “introductory 
bullhead fishing clinic highlighting a seasonal opportunity to target one of Vermont’s most 
overlooked fish species.” Open to people of all ages and levels of experience, give it a try 
and create your own fish story. 

2022 Gensler Symposium Keynote 
Conversation between Loretta 

J. Ross and Carrie N. Baker at 
Middlebury College. Thursday, April 21, 5-6:30 
p.m., Robert A. Jones Conference Room or on 
Zoom, facilitated by Middlebury Professor Carly 
Thomsen. Read more about these reproductive 
justice events on their individual blog posts at 
go.middlebury.edu/gensler2022.

Spring Cleaning Book Sale in 
Brandon. Friday, April 22, 10 a.m.-6 

p.m., Brandon Public Library. Books for 
all ages: adults, YA, children non-fiction, poetry, 
drama, travel, wide selection of audio books, 
DVDs, games and puzzles. All sales by donation. 
Located downstairs at the Brandon Free Public 
Library. Sale continues on weekends through 
May 28.

“Green Cleaning – An Earth Day Program” 
in Middlebury. Friday, April 22, 11 a.m., 
Ilsley Public Library, 75 Main St. Join Renee 
for this DIY event to make your own safe, 
environmentally friendly cleaning products with 
ingredients readily available in most grocery 
stores. Patrons will take home sample sizes and 
“recipe book” for these cleaners and more.

Age Well grab and go meal in Starksboro. 
Friday, April 22, 3:30 p.m., Starksboro Baptist 
Church, Route 116. Please stay in your car. 
Drive-up, check-in, contact-free pick up. BBQ 
beef, baked beans, broccoli florets, roll, pumpkin 
cookie and milk. Advanced reservations only. 
Call Michelle to reserve by Sunday, April 17, at 
802-377-1419. Open to anyone age 60 and up 
and their spouse of any age. Free ride or pick-
up and delivery may be provided. Call TVT at 
802-388-2287 to inquire. TVT requires 48-hour 
notice.

Surf & Turf Dinner in Middlebury. Friday, April 
22, 5-7 p.m., VFW, 530 Exchange St. Delicious 
steak, shrimp, baked potato and green beans. 
Eat in or take out. Steak dinner $16/shrimp 
dinner $16/combo $18. Open to the public. All 
proceeds benefit veterans’ programs.

The Takács Quartet and Julien Labro in 
concert in Middlebury. Friday, April 22, 7:30 
p.m., Robison Concert Hall, Mahaney Arts 
Center, 72 Porter Field Rd. The acclaimed 
Takács Quartet returns for a collaborative 
concert with bandoneón player Julien Labro in 
the final event of the Middlebury Performing Arts 
Series season. Tickets $25 general public/$20 
Middlebury faculty, staff and alumni/$10 
youth/$5 Middlebury College students. 
Vaccinations and boosters (or valid medical or 
religious exemptions) and masks are required. 
The concert will also be streamed, and will 
remain available online for a 48-hour window. 
Streaming tickets are $15, or $5 for students 
(and all in-person tickets include access to the 
stream). Tickets, health and safety protocols, 
and information, at 802-443-MIDD (6433) or 
middlebury.edu/arts.

Spring Cleaning Book Sale in 
Brandon. Saturday, April 23, 10 a.m.-

4 p.m., Brandon Public Library. See 
April 22 listing.

River Watch Volunteer training session in 
Bristol and Middlebury. Saturday, April 23, 10 
a.m.-noon, Bristol Green Gazebo, or 1-3 p.m., 
Middlebury Recreation Pavilion, Mary Hogan 
Dr. In the second of two training sessions, 
volunteers with get hands-on training to collect 
water samples in six watersheds around the 
county this spring and summer for Addison 
County River Watch. Choose the location and 
time that is more convenient for you. If interested 
contact Matthew Witten, ACRWC managing 
director, at 802-434-3236, acrwcvt@gmail.com 
or on the web at acrpc.org/acrwc. See April 5 
listing for info on session 1.

Champlain Valley Fiddlers in Middlebury. Sunday, 
April 24, 11 a.m-4 p.m., VFW, 530 Exchange St. 
Mother’s day raffle. Refreshments available. 50/50 
raffle, door prize. Open mic. Listen to people sing 
and play and have a fun day.

Age Well sit down meal in 
Middlebury. Monday, April 25, 11 a.m., 

Rosie’s Restaurant, Route 7 South. 
Doors open at 11 a.m., meal served at 11:30 
a.m. of chicken and biscuit, mashed potatoes, 
peas, coleslaw, and Chef’s choice of dessert. 
Call Michelle to reserve by Thursday, April 21, 
at 802-377-1419. $5 suggested donation does 
not include gratuity. Open to anyone age 60 
and up and their spouse of any age. Free ride 
or pick-up and delivery may be provided. Call 
TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. TVT requires 
48-hour notice. Masks required unless seated 
and eating.

Age Well grab and go meal in Bristol. Monday, 
April 25, 11 a.m., American Legion, Airport Dr. 
Drive in, loop around, and stay in your car. Roast 
turkey with gravy, mashed potatoes, sliced 
carrots, roll, pumpkin pie and milk. Advanced 
reservations only. Call Michelle to reserve by 
Thursday, April 21, at 802-377-1419. Open to 
anyone age 60 and up and their spouse of any 
age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery may be 
provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. 
TVT requires 48-hour notice.

Age Well and Vergennes Seniors 
in-person luncheon in Vergennes. 

Tuesday, April 26, 10 a.m., Vergennes 
Congregational Church, 30 South Water 

St. Doors open at 10 a.m. Meal served at 
11:45 a.m. of hot turkey sandwich, mashed 
potatoes, carrots, pumpkin cookie and milk. 
Advanced reservations only. Call Michelle to 
reserve by Thursday, April 21, at 802-377-
1419. $5 suggested donation. Please bring 
your own place setting. Open to anyone age 60 
and up and their spouse of any age. Local bus 
provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to arrange. 
TVT requires 48-hour notice. Masks required 
unless seated and eating.
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How to Appeal Financial Aid Offers webinar. 
Tuesday, April 26, 6 p.m. Vermont Student 
Assistance Corporation is offering a free online 
webinar on how to appeal your financial aid offer. 
Students and families can participate via Zoom 
by registering at vsac.org/events/appeal-your-
financial-aid-offer-vsac-shows-you-how or by 
visiting VSAC’s Facebook page. The event also 
will be recorded and available for viewing later.

Drop-in Story Time with Miss 
Tricia in Middlebury. Wednesday, 

April 27, 9:15-10 a.m., Ilsley Library, 75 
Main St. Children ages 5 and under and their 
caregivers enjoy stories and songs — No need 
to pre-register again.

Age Well grab and go meal in Monkton. 
Wednesday, April 27, 11:30 a.m., Monkton Town 
Hall, 280 Monkton Ridge. Please stay in your 
car. Drive-up, check-in, contact-free pick up. 
Roast turkey with gravy, mashed potatoes, sliced 
carrots, roll, pumpkin pie and milk. Advanced 
reservations only. Call Michelle to reserve by 
Sunday, April 24, at 802-377-1419. Open to 
anyone age 60 and up and their spouse of any 
age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery may be 
provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. 
TVT requires 48-hour notice.

Amphibian presentation in Monkton. 
Wednesday, April 27, 6-7:30 p.m., Monkton Town 
Hall, Monkton Ridge, and Zoom. The Monkton 
Conservation Commission hosts herpetologist 
Jim Andrews, who will discuss the high diversity 
of unusual frogs, salamanders, snakes and 
turtles in Monkton and its neighboring towns. 
Zoom link at tinyurl.com/MonktonAmphibian. If 
joining by phone call (646)558-8656. Meeting 
ID: 802 453 3800. Password: 1762.

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Vergennes. Thursday, April 28, 11 

a.m. St. Peter’s Parish Hall, 85 S Maple 
St. Please stay in your car. Drive-up, check-in, 
contact-free pick up. Roast turkey with gravy, 
mashed potatoes, sliced carrots, roll, pumpkin 
pie and milk. Advanced reservations only. Call 
Michelle to reserve by Sunday, April 24, at 802-
377-1419. Open to anyone age 60 and up and 
their spouse of any age. Free ride or pick-up and 
delivery may be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-
2287 to inquire. TVT requires 48-hour notice.

Introduction to bullhead fishing in Panton. 
Thursday, April 28, 6:30 p.m., Dead Creek WMA, 
on the Stone Bridge Dam on West Road. An 
introductory bullhead fishing clinic highlighting a 
seasonal opportunity to target one of Vermont’s 
most overlooked fish species. Open to people 
of all ages and levels of experience. Equipment 
provided, but participants are encouraged 
to bring their own rods as well. Dress for the 
weather and bring a flashlight or headlamp. 
Limited to the first 25 registrants. Pre-registration 
required at vtfishandwildlife.com.

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Starksboro. Friday, April 29, 3:30 

p.m., Starksboro Baptist Church, Route 
116. Please stay in your car. Drive-up, check-in, 
contact-free pick up. Roast turkey with gravy, 
mashed potatoes, sliced carrots, roll, pumpkin 
pie and milk. Advanced reservations only. Call 
Michelle to reserve by Sunday, April 24, at 802-
377-1419. Open to anyone age 60 and up and 
their spouse of any age. Free ride or pick-up and 
delivery may be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-
2287 to inquire. TVT requires 48-hour notice.

Day in the Dirt in Vergennes. 
Saturday, April 30, Vergennes Union 

Elementary School, 43 East St. Help 
VUES prepare their garden space and 

jump-start the growing season as part of a 
statewide community and school garden 
fundraiser and work day hosted by Vermont 
Garden Network. No special skills or tools are 
required - just a willingness to get your hands 
dirty. More info at www.vtgardens.org. 

Rummage/Attic sale in New Haven. Saturday, April 
30, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., New Haven Congregational 
Church, 91 Town Farm Rd. Bargains galore. More 
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info call Carol at 802-453-5059.
Sister-to-Sister Summit in Middlebury. Saturday, 

April 30, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Kirk Alumni Center, 217 
Golf Course Rd. A fun day of indoor and outdoor 
activities for female-identifying and non-binary 
middle schoolers. This year’s summit will include 
a-cappella singing, poetry, art-making, community 
service, and field sports. Breakfast and lunch will 
be provided. If you have a middle schooler in your 
life who would enjoy attending the event, please 
send them our way! RSVP at go.middlebury.
edu/sts_signup or reach out to sistertosister@
middlebury.edu with any questions.

Coffee with Senator Ruth Hardy in Panton. 
Saturday, April 30, 10 a.m., Panton Town Hall, 
3176 Jersey St. Learn about the issues in the state 
senate from one of our county senators. We’ll be 
discussing issues such as Proposal 5. This is 
your chance to become informed and get your 
questions answered. Free and open to the public. 
Please plan on wearing a mask. Sponsored by 
the Panton Town Democratic Committee.

Pancake breakfast in Middlebury. 
Sunday, May 1, 8-10 a.m., VFW, 530 

Exchange St. Menu includes pancakes, 
sausage gravy and biscuits, bacon, hash, 

sausage, hash browns, eggs, toast, orange juice 
and coffee. Adults $10/children $5. Open to the 
public. All proceeds benefit Veterans’ programs.

Ladies Aid Industria spring 
rummage sale in Lincoln. Friday, 

May 6, 8 a.m.-6 p.m., Burnham Hall, 
52 E. River Rd. Donations will be accepted 

at Burnham Hall on Wednesday, May 4, from 
1-7 p.m. Clean, usable items only. No infant car 
seats or electronics. More info at 802-453-5995.

Vermont Walk/Bike Summit in Middlebury. 
Friday, May 6, 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Town Hall 
Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. Community 
organizers, local planners and sustainability 
advocates alike are invited to this summit, which 
promotes the work being done to create more 
livable communities through putting a focus 
on the needs of Vermonters. Included in this 
event are presentations on the importance of 
sustainable transportation and the importance of 
a healthy social sphere. Tickets $5. Learn more 
and register at vtwalkbikesummit.com. 

Introduction to bullhead fishing in Panton. 
Friday, May 6, 6:30 p.m., Dead Creek WMA, 
on the Stone Bridge Dam on West Road. An 
introductory bullhead fishing clinic highlighting a 
seasonal opportunity to target one of Vermont’s 
most overlooked fish species. Open to people 
of all ages and levels of experience. Equipment 
provided, but participants are encouraged 
to bring their own rods as well. Dress for the 
weather and bring a flashlight or headlamp. 
Limited to the first 25 registrants. Pre-registration 
required at www.vtfishandwildlife.com.

Day in the Dirt in Vergennes. 
Saturday, May 7, Vergennes Union 

Elementary School, 43 East St. Help 
VUES prepare their garden space and 

jump-start the growing season as part of a state-
wide community and school garden fundraiser 
and work day hosted by Vermont Garden 
Network. No special skills or tools are required 
- just a willingness to get your hands dirty. More 
info at www.vtgardens.org. 

Spring tag sale in Bristol. *POSTPONED* 
Saturday, May 7, 8 a.m.-1 p.m., First Baptist 
Church of Bristol, Park Street. Come and browse 
and find a treasure.

Ladies Aid Industria spring rummage sale 
in Lincoln. Saturday, May 7, 8 a.m.-noon, 
Burnham Hall, 52 E. River Rd. See May 6 listing.

Bike Swap in Middlebury. Saturday, May 7, 9 
a.m.-noon, Cannon Park, near Frog Hollow 
Bikes. Drop off bikes before noon on May 6 and 
indicate if you want sale proceeds to go to you 
or be donated to Middlebury Safe Routes. A 
percentage goes to Frog Hollow Bikes. People 
turn in bikes they no longer want to “swap” and 
buy a different used or new bike. You can just 
sell or buy a bike at the swap.

SUNDAYmay
1

FRIDAYmay
6

SATURDAYmay
7

CALENDARONLINE
addisonindependent.com

births
• Hannah E. Sargeant and Antonio R. Novak of Rutland, 

April 15, a boy, Jackson Gino Novak.

Keep up to date with all the action, read

Arts + Leisure
every Thursday in the Addy Indy!

Reader Comments

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

Quotes are taken from reader comments submitted with subscription renewals.

“Thank you for doing the good work of keeping the 
people informed. You folks do an excellent job

of it, and I am grateful.”

Here’s what one reader has to say about us!

A subscriber from Lebanon PA writes:

Addison County’s Premier Organic Farm

1329 Lapham Bay Rd.  |  Shoreham, VT

802-897-7031   |  GoldenRussetFarm.com

• Organic Vegetable
       & Herb Plants
• Annuals & Perennials
• Organic Seed Potatoes
• Asparagus Crowns
• Garden Seeds
• Potting Soil

Come Visit
Our Greenhouses

Opening Day
Saturday, April 23rd

Monday - Friday
10am - 5pm

Saturday - Sunday 
9am - 5pm

 

OtterCreekBakery.com

14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDDLEBURY, VT  |  802-388-3371
OPEN TUESDAY—SATURDAY, 7AM-4PM | SUNDAY 8AM-2PM

Now Offering 
our Full Menu 

on Sundays!

Otter Creek Bakery
Sandwich Special:

Herbed Goat Cheese and 
Veggies on Brioche
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&&service& DIRECTORY

auto body restoration
auto repair 
carpentry/contractors
cleaning services
computers
construction

dental services
excavation
firewood
flooring
heating &
    air conditioning

home inspections
masonry
painting

Business
Thursday

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

COMPUTERS

CONSTRUCTION

CLEANING SERVICES

AUTO BODY RESTORATION

CHECK US OUT
ONLINE AT

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

David Walker Construction
298 Biddle Road
Lincoln, Vermont

05443

Residential - Remodeling
Decks  - Doors - Windows

802-989-0320
email:

dwconstruction@gmavt.net

Dupont Auto
4087 States Prison Hollow Rd

Monkton Ridge, VT 05469
(802)453-3562 • dupontauto7@gmail.com
Full service shop. We do comprehensive 
Mechanical Diagnostics and Repairs from 
Oil Changes to Engine Rebuilds and 
Replacements. Our Body/Collision Shop does 
all levels of repair and restoration. 

24 hour towing and road side service.

AUTO REPAIR

DENTAL SERVICES

      Bristol Park Dental

6 PARK PLACE, BRISTOL, VT    802.453.7700

 BristolParkDental.com • BristolParkHybridge.com

We are here for all of your dental needs, 
and offer the highest quality comprehensive 
care.  We are proud to bring the full range 
of dental services to our community, and to 
be your premiere implant provider.

Where a Happy, Healthy Smile is a Walk in the Park!

Accepting all insurances, and in network with Delta Dental, 
CIGNA, United Concordia, & CBA Blue.  No insurance? 

No problem.  Dental membership plans now available!

LOCAL CONTRACTOR
GENERAL CARPENTRY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Remodeling • Additions

Painting • Roofing
WINNER of “Best Local Contractor” 

FOUR CONSECUTIVE YEARS by 
READERS CHOICE AWARDS!

MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT

MARK TRUDEAUMARK TRUDEAU

802.388.0860802.388.0860

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

802-453-7345  |  138 Hunt Road, New Haven, VT

Metal Fabrication
Agricultural Repair
Commercial Repair

Auto Body Repair
Rust Repair
Collison Repair

Full/Custom
    restoration

We accept all major credit cards  |  We accept Insurance claims
Follow our projects on Facebook

Family owned & operated

FLOORING

Over two decades experience!

MASONRY
Fine Dry Stone Masonry

Jamie Masefield
Certified by the Dry Stone Wallers
Association of Great Britain

802-233-4670
jmasefield@gmavt.net

A friendly, professional, 
and affordable family business.
Interior & Exterior

HESCOCK PAINTING

Kim or Jonathan Hescock
hescock@shoreham.net

462-3737 or 989-9107

Free 
Estimates 

References 

Fully 
Insured

PAINTING

HOME INSPECTIONS

Champlain Valley
HOME INSPECTION

Home Inspections
Water quality testing
Radon testing

champlainvalleyhomeinspection.com
802-349-0967

Adam Thomas, Owner/Licensed Inspector

Serving northern and central Vermont

Gevry Firewood LLC
gevryfirewoodvt@gmail.com

or 802-349-0699

Are you looking for green or 
seasoned firewood?

Well we’ve got it all right here in Addison, VT!

We cut, split, and deliver hardwood 
firewood in 12-24 inch lengths.

And we now offer kiln dried firewood!
Contact us today for a quote!

FIREWOOD

Quaker Village
Carpentry

Siding, Windows, Garages, Decks & Porches
New Construction, Renovations and Repairs

Maurice plouffe
802-545-2251
1736 Quaker Village Road

Weybridge, VT 05753

FLOORING

Ductwork Design • Sealing
Fabrication • Installation 
Insulation • Replacement

Plasma Art • Torches • Welding 
Plasma Table • Duct Cleaning

H.R.V. / E.R.V. Installation
Ductwork Video Camera

Buy Local!   802.989.0396
Specializing in Ductwork for Heating, 

Ventilating & Air Conditioning Systems
Commercial/Residential . Owner Operated . Fully Insured . Neat & Clean

Ductwork Design • Sealing
Fabrication • Installation
Insulation • Replacement

Duct Cleaning
H.R.V. / E.R.V. Installation
Ductwork Video Camera

Buy Local! 802.989.0396
Specializing in Ductwork for Heating, 

Ventilating & Air Conditioning Systems
Commercial/Residential . Owner Operated . Fully Insured . Neat & Clean

HEATING AND
AIR CONDITIONING

www.vermontcustommoldings.com

EXCAVATION

802-247-5475
802-349-8265

STEADY PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & EXCAVATION

Owner

194 Silver Lake Road 
Goshen, Vt.

steadymaintenance@yahoo.com

CHUCK STEADY

SPRING IS SPRING IS 
HERE! —HERE! —

SO GET YOUR SPRING SO GET YOUR SPRING 
BUSINESS AD IN TODAY!BUSINESS AD IN TODAY!

ADVERTISE HERE TOADVERTISE HERE TO
FILL YOUR CALENDARFILL YOUR CALENDAR
CALL 802-388-4944.CALL 802-388-4944.

Melissa’s Quality
Cleaning Services
Residential & Commercial

GREAT RATES • FULLY INSURED
Reliable & Thorough 

802 345-6257

Certified
Collision Experts

All Makes and Models
Working with all

Insurance companies

(802) 388-9961
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

2196 Rt 7 South,  Middlebury
stonecdjr.com

Hometown Service from 
Your Hometown Dealers!

Factory-Trained Technicians
Servicing all makes

and models

G Stone Motors   
36 Boardman St., 

Middlebury
(802) 388-6718

gstonemotors.com 

Stone
Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
2149 Rt 7 So., Middlebury

(802) 388-9961
stonecdjr.com

YOUR AD SHOULD HERE!YOUR AD SHOULD HERE!
CALL 802-388-4944 CALL 802-388-4944 

DO YOU DO YOU 
PAINT HOUSES?PAINT HOUSES?

F    J    C
802.310.1986

• Full service general 
contractor

• Turn key construction
• Kind knowledgeable staff

fjcbuilders.com

One cal l  does i t  a l l
Christopher Netelkos

cnetelkos@fjcbuilders.com   •   Sudbury, Vt.

 
NEW & REPAIR

Residential • Lake Camps (Dunmore)
Brick – Block – Stone 

Chimneys, Fireplaces, Outside Barbecues, 
Steps, Patios, Stone Walls

Bruce A. Maheu’s

MASONRY

                         Call Bruce
     802-352-6050 

35 Years Experience
Honest & Fair Pricing 

Free Estimates 
Fully Insured

Salisbury, VT

For an appointment , call The PC Medic of 
Vermont at 802-734-6815
www.pcmedicvt.com

The PC Medic of 
Vermont now offers 

both on-site and remote 
computer services for 

your PC.

Call today to see which 
type of appointment 

you need, and get your 
PC running correctly 

again!
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Soak Up The Sun!
Don’t spend your hard-earned money 
making the hot water or electricity that 
you use today–

SOLAR IS MORE AFFORDABLE THAN EVER!

Go Green with us –

We’ve been here for you for 43 years – 
Let us help you with your solar projects today. 

Call for a FREE on-site evaluation

SIDING

LAROSE SURVEYS, P.C.
Ronald L. LaRose, L.S. • Kevin R. LaRose, L.S.

Land Surveying/Septic Design
“We will take you through the

permitting process!”

25 West St. • PO Box 388
Bristol, VT 05443

Telephone: 802-453-3818
Fax: 802- 329-2138

larosesurveys@gmail.com

&&service& DIRECTORYBusiness
Thursday plumbing

property management
registration assistance
renewable energy

roofing
rubbish & recycling
septic & water
siding

storage
surveying
tree service
wood heating

SURVEYING

Reach
more potential
customers!

Place your ad in
the Addy Indy!

Marcel Brunet & Sons, Inc.
Windows & Siding

Vergennes, VT

802-316-6060 • rbrunet1@myfairpoint.net • 802-877-2640

Siding • Windows
Additions • Garages • Decks

WE HAVE THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT 
FOR THE RIGHT JOB – TO GIVE YOU

 REASONABLE RATES

Reasonable Rates • Year-round Service • Fully Insured
(802) 453-3351 • Cell (802) 363-5619

24 Hour Emergency Service 453-7014
 Brownswelding.com

Serving Vermont for over 42 years!

BROWN’S TREE & 
CRANE SERVICE

Dangerous Trees Cut & Removed
Stumps Removed  
Trusses Set
Trees Trimmed 
Land Clearing

FREE ESTIMATES FOR TREE SERVICES

TREE SERVICE

Celebrating 36 Years
Environmental Consultants – Licensed Designers

Steve Revell CPG, LD#178 BW

• Water Supply - Location, Development and Permitting
• On-Site Wastewater Design • Single & Multiple Lot Subdivision
• Property Development & Permitting
• State and Local Permitting
• Underground Storage Tank Removal & Assessment

Fax 802-453-5399 • Email: jrevell@lagvt.com
163 Revell Drive • Lincoln, VT 05443

Toll-Free: 800-477-4384
802-453-4384

www.lagvt.com

Jeremy Revell LD#611 BW • Tyler Maynard LD#597 B

REGISTRATION 
ASSISTANCE

ROOFING

Reach Thousands 
through our

Advertising Section 
List YOUR Business where 

people look for local services 
for home improvements 

of all kinds.

Call or email the 
Addison Independent

388-4944 or
ads@addisonindependent.com

BUSINESS & SERVICES

Advertise your business on these pages for under $10 per week.
Call 802-388-4944 or email advertising@addisonindependent.com for details.

PLUMBING

DO YOU  WORK ON AC UNITS?  
YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

SEPTIC & WATER

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

Phone (802) 537-3555

roofingMichael Doran
• Standing seam

• Asphalt shingles 
• Slate

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

roofing

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

Phone (802) 537-3555

Michael Doran
as seen at Addison County Field Days!

• Standing seam
• Asphalt shingles 

• Slate

mpdoransr@gmail.com

Made You Look
Imagine what
this space
could do for
your business

GETGET
RESULTS!RESULTS!
ADVERTISE ADVERTISE HEREHERE

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

Go Solar with
AllEarth Renewables
Customer-driven solutions 
designed, engineered and built 
in Vermont, with over 3,000 
installations in the state.

CALL 802.872.9600 x122
allearthrenewalables.com

RENEWABLE ENERGY

ROAD READY SERVICE LLC
JEANNE MILLER (802) 349-8483 • roadreadyservicellc@gmail.com

2877 Ethan Allen Highway, New Haven, VT. 05472

SAVE A TRIP TO THE DMVSAVE A TRIP TO THE DMV
Don’t drive to Rutland or Montpelier!

We can register all makes and models of cars, 
trucks, campers, trailers, RVs and boats

here in Addison County!

GET GET 
RESULTS!RESULTS!

ADVERTISE ADVERTISE HEREHERE

Short Surveying, inc.
Serving Addison County Since 1991

Timothy L. Short, L.S.
Property Line Surveys • Topographical Surveys

FEMA Elevation Certificates
135 S. Pleasant St., Middlebury, VT 

802-388-3511
ShortSurveyingVT@gmail.com

Serving Addison County
Call Us Today: (877) 777-7343

middleburyroofing.com
middleburyroofingvt@gmail.com

Slate Roof Specialists
S AV E  Y O U R  S L AT E  R O O F

Custom Copper • Standing Seam • Shingles 
Rubber • Chimneys • Siding • Windows

Senior Discount • Church Discount

Spring into the season!
ADVERTISE YOURADVERTISE YOUR

 LAWN & GARDEN BUSINESS HERE LAWN & GARDEN BUSINESS HERE. . 

CALL 802-388-4944 CALL 802-388-4944 
OR EMAIL OR EMAIL 

ADVERTISING@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COMADVERTISING@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM
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Personals
MUHS CLASS OF 1975, 
Rod Gauthier, PO Box 
84 Newport, VT 05855. 
Anyone interested, please 
contact me.

Public Meetings
AL-ANON OFFERS HELP 
and hope to anyone who 
has been affected by a 
loved one’s drinking.  
Middlebury hosts online 
meetings, Sunday nights at 
7:15 pm and Wednesdays 
a t  1 :30  pm.   V i s i t 
vermontalanonalateen.org 
for the link and list of other 
meetings in the region.  If 
you’d like to speak to an 
Al-Anon member, call our 
answering service (866-
972-5266) and an Al-Anon 
member will call you back.

A L C O H O L I C S 
ANONYMOUS in person 
meetings are available. 
For a list of local virtual 
meetings visit http://bit.
ly/district9aa.  For more 
information visit https://
aavt.org/ or call the 24 hour 
hotline at 802-388-9284.

THE TURNING POINT 
CENTER of  Addison 
County is temporarily 
closed.  Due to COVID-19 
we are now holding our 
meetings online. For up-to-
date information on how to 
access recovery services 
remotely please visit  https://
turningpointaddisonvt.org/
covid-19-page-2/.’

V E R G E N N E S  F R E E 
THINKERS Founded in 
1935 on the principle of 
one alcoholic helping an-
other to achieve sobriety, 
A.A. is an effective and 
enduring program of re-
covery that has changed 
countless lives.  A.A. has 
always been committed to 
making its program of re-
covery available to anyone, 
anywhere, who reaches 
out for help with an alcohol 
problem.  The Vergennes 
Free Thinkers meeting was 
created in January of this 
year to maintain a tradition 
of free expression, conduct 
a meeting where alcoholics 
may feel free to express 
any beliefs, doubts or dis-
belief they may have, to 
share their own personal 
form of spiritual experience, 
their search for it, and/or 
their rejection of it, without 
having to accept anyone 
else’s beliefs or having to 
deny their own. Meetings 
are held with a high re-
gard for compassion and 
inclusion without judgment 
or exception.  If you think 
we can help, please join 
us on Thursdays at 6pm 
by contacting Vergennes-
freethinkers@gmail.com 
for Zoom and in-person 
meeting information.

VERMONT SUPPORT 
LINE Are you struggling 
with a challenging situa-
tion? Do you have feel-
ings of sadness, loneliness, 
isolation, anger, or depres-
sion? You don’t have to 
face it alone. Talk with a 
caring person who under-
stands what you’re going 
through today by calling or 
texting the free and confi-
dential Pathways Vermont 
Support Line available 24/7 
at (833) VT - TALKS.

Services
C+I DRYWALL and plaster-
ing. Call Joe 802-234-5545.

CONSTRUCTION: ADDI-
TIONS, RENOVATIONS 
new construction, drywall, 
carpentry, painting, flooring, 
roofing, pressure washing, 
driveway sealing. All as-
pects of construction, also 
property maintenance. Ste-
ven Fifield 802-989-0009.

HOMEWARD BOUND Ad-
dison County’s Humane 
Society, offers FREE ster-
ilization to feral, stray, and 
barn cats around the coun-
ty.  If your farm, property, 
or place of work could use 
this FREE program, please 
contact our Trap-Neuter-
Return coordinator, Deb 
Bird at 802-989-9216 to 
schedule a site visit.  All 
cats enrolled in the program 
will be fixed, rabies vacci-
nated, ear-tipped for visual 
identification, and must be 
returned to the site where 
they live.

MELISSA’S QUALITY 
CLEANING Services. Resi-
dential and commercial. 
Fully insured. Great rates. 
Reliable and thorough 
cleaning. 802-345-6257.

ODD JOBS lawn work, cut 
brush, some tree work. Call 
us we do other jobs too! 
802-999-2194 John

3

WE BUY OLD STUFF Es-
tates, collections, antiques 
etc. Also hunting and fish-
ing items. Call Erik 802-
345-0653.

Free
DIGITAL ACCESS View 
obituaries, calendar listings 
and classifieds online at 
addisonindependent.com.  
Don’t miss out on events, 
garage sales, or opportu-
nities- check out our free 
digital listings.  Looking 
to read more? Become a 
subscriber!

DEADLINE: Monday at 5 p.m. 

CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM
Addison Independent

Cash in on our 4-for-3 rates! Pay for 3 issues, get 4th issue free! An ad placed for consective issues runs the 4th time for free! PLEASE PRINT YOUR AD...

The Independent assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in ads, but will 
rerun classified ad in which the error oc-
curred. No refunds will be possible. Ad-
vertiser will please notify us of any errors 
which may occur after first publication.

Number of words:
Cost:
# of runs:
Spotlight Charge:
Internet Listing: $2.00
TOTAL:

ADDISON INDEPENDENT
58 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-4944
addisonindependent.com •  email: classifieds@addisonindependent.com

RA
TE

S

• 25¢ per word • minimum $2.50 per ad 

• $2 internet listing for up to 4 issues • minimum 2 insertions

• Special 4 for 3 rates not valid for the following categories: Services,
Opportunities, Real Estate, Wood heat, Attn. Farmers, For Rent & Help Wanted

Notices

Card of Thanks

Personals

Services

Free**

Lost ’N Found**

Garage Sales 

Lawn & Garden

Opportunities

Adoption

Work Wanted

Help Wanted

For Sale

Public Meetings**

For Rent

Want to Rent

Wood Heat

Real Estate

Animals

Att. Farmers

Motorcycles

Cars

Trucks

SUVs

Snowmobiles

Boats

Wanted

Real Estate Wanted

Vacation Rentals

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Spotlight with large 3$2** no charge for these ads

Or, submit your classified ad on our website: addisonindependent.com

Volunteer ad

3x3 or a 6x3 

Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities

The McKernon Group is looking for a Cabinet Shop 
Foreman for our busy Cabinet Division in Brandon. 

Excellent opportunity for an experienced woodworker 
with good supervisory and organizational skills. 

Competitive salary, commensurate with experience. 
Benefits include health, dental, 401k,

paid time off and profit share. 

Send Resume to info@mckernongroup.com
or call 802.247.8500.

$1,000 SIGNING BONUS

Does making a difference in the lives of people you’ve 
never met matter to you? Are you passionate about 
the needs of seniors, reducing our carbon footprint 
and improving the health and wellbeing of your 
community? 

Tri-Valley Transit (TVT) has been providing critical 
transportation needs for community members for 
more than 25 years. Our dispatchers play a vital role in 
connecting clients with our services and are passionate 
about making a different in people’s lives. 

The essential function of the position is to 
communicate our services and schedule rides for our 
community members in a friendly and compassionate 
manner.

We offer a competitive salary
and excellent benefits, including:

• 24 paid days off to start (Holidays & PTO) 
• 100% employer paid health insurance for the 

employee + funds towards deductible (HRA plan)
• Retirement plan with employer match
• Long & short-term disability insurance
• Life Insurance
• Access to low-cost dental and vision insurance 
• Employee Assistance Program 

Please visit https://www.trivalleytransit.org/job-openings/ 
for more details and to complete our application in addition 
to submitting your resume for consideration of employment. 
Submit resume via email to: kirstie@trivalleytransit.org.

Employment is contingent upon passing required background 
checks and pre-employment drug testing.

TVT is an AA/EO Employer

$1,000 SIGNING BONUS
Full-Time Ride Coordinator/Dispatcher

 Addison Region

Addison Independent

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Public Meetings Public Meetings Services Services Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted

ads can
be found on 
Pages 9B,

10B and 11B.

We have a critical shortage of Meals on Wheels volunteer drivers in Middlebury!  
Happiness knocks when you volunteer to deliver a meal!  

The moment you knock on that door, you make a connection.  
It might be a quick hello or a conversation, but the impact lasts a lifetime.

Time commitment is based on your availability – it can vary from one day a week to two days a month.  
Delivery is typically between 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

Meals on Wheels Volunteers Needed!

To volunteer contact the Volunteer Office:  
volunteer@agewellvt.org or 802-662-5249



PAGE 10B — Addison Independent, Thursday, April 21, 2022

EXCESS NEWSPAPERS, 
GREAT for gardening.  
Keep grass and other 
weeds under control with 
newspapers. Printed with 
soy-based ink.  Newspa-
pers can also be used as 
a compost material, fire 
starter, wrapping paper, 
window cleaner and so 
much more! Available at 
The Addison Independent, 
58 Maple St. Middlebury; in 
the Marble Works. Office is 
open M-F, 9am-4pm.

Lost and Found
LOST KEYS on Middle-
bury Green by St. Steven’s 
Church. Key ring with 8-10 
keys. No key chain. 802-
557-7382 $25.00 Reward.

Help Wanted

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent

Looking for 
something different?

Your local newspaper 
is your

BEST RESOURCE 
for local 

job opportunities!

Also available online:
addisonindependent.com

  Are you highly effective in 
working objectively with a diverse 
group of people, groups and 
organizations?    Addison Community 
Action, a program of CVOEO, has an 
opening for a Housing Specialist.  The 
Housing Specialist will be responsible 
for working with property owners, 
landlords, property managers and 
housing authorities to create housing 
opportunities for people who are 
homeless or at-risk of homelessness. 
This is a 40 hour/week, temporary 
position that is expected to end on 
6/30/2023 with possible extension.

 If you have a Bachelor degree in a 
related human services field, 2 years 
of supervised social work experience 
working directly with individuals; 
effective verbal and written 
communication skills, bilingual 
abilities are a plus; proficiency in 
Microsoft Word, e-mail and internet; 
exceptional organizational skills and 
attention to detail; a valid driver’s 
license, a clean driving record and 
access to reliable transportation; 
we’d like to hear from you! 

  We offer an excellent benefit 
package including medical, dental 
and vision insurance, generous time 
off, a retirement plan and discounted 
gym membership. To learn more 
about this position please visit www.
cvoeo.org/careers. Please include 
a cover letter and resume with your 
application. CVOEO is interested in 
candidates who can contribute to our 
diversity and excellence. Applicants 
are encouraged to include in their 
cover letter information about how 
they will further this goal. 

Visit www.cvoeo.org/careers
for a detailed job description and

to submit your resume today!

HOUSING SPECIALIST
Addison County - Middlebury

ALL ADDISON COUNTY LOCATIONS 
CURRENTLY HIRING!

For openings and to apply, visit 
Maplefields.com

Looking for work in your hometown? 
We offer medical, dental, paid vacation, 

personal time, sick time and 401K for
full time positions.

60 North Pleasant Street, Middlebury VT

Food service Amatos Coordinator

Must be � exible to learn 
all shifts and train sta� , 
inventory scheduling, 

and work with the Store 
Managers  with hiring. 

Full bene� ts paid vacation and sick 
time, o� er medical, dental,

 401k and supplemental insurance. 

Apply at Maple� elds.com/employment

KITCHEN LEAD/
DELI COORDINATOR

We are looking for a kitchen lead/
coordinator to oversee the My Fresh Cafe 

day in and day out to ensure optimal 
customer experience and smooth kitchen 

operation. The job will be to direct the 
food preparation process for hot plate 

and cold well products to maximize sales 
but limit spoilage waste while keeping up 

with Food Safety Standards. Must have 
the ability to be a leader and delegate 
effectively. Hours range from 4am to 

9pm, with occasional weekends
and possible holidays.

Apply at:
MAPLEFIELDS.COM or 

in person and  
ask for Store Manager. EOE

Middlebury Maplefields
3201 Route 7 South Middlebury

SLATE VALLEY 
UNIFIED UNION 

SCHOOL DISTRICT
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 

SPECIALIST
Slate Valley Unified Union School District 

has a year round full time position 
opening for an ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 
SPECIALIST. Responsibilities including 
processing accounts payable for a public 
school district. Bookkeeping experience 
is required, as well as strong technology 
and organizational skills. Must perform 

other related duties as prescribed in the job 
description that is available upon request.

For more information,  
please contact Cheryl Scarzello,  

Director of Finance at (802) 265-2561  
or email at cscarzello@svuvt.org

All applicants must apply
on www.SchoolSpring.com

Position will remain open until filled
EOE
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ads can
be found on 
Pages 9B,

10B and 11B.

MARKETING & ADVERTISING 
ACCOUNT MANAGER

Join us as we pursue  
excellence in local media!

The Addison Independent is hiring a dynamic 
individual with boundless creative energy and an 

optimistic desire to help local businesses. 

A SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATE WOULD HAVE:

• A passion and drive to help local businesses pursue 
effective marketing and advertising platforms.

• A tenacious drive to support and grow sales.  

• An outgoing personality eager to meet and  help 
develop effective marketing plans for area  businesses.

• Excellent communication skills and comfort  
conducting business over email, phone, and  in person. 

• Exceptional organization skills and the capacity to help 
clients navigate the field of options  effectively.

Full time position offering generous 
benefits, a flexible schedule and 
room for self-direction, as well as 
the opportunity to join a cheerful, 

family-owned company in 
Middlebury

If this is you,  
let Christy know!

Christy Lynn, Director of Sales
58 Maple St. Middlebury, VT 05753
christy@addisonindependent.com

And, we 
love our 

pets!

The Town of  Bristol is an equal opportunity provider and employer and 
does not discriminate on the basis of  race, color, national origin, age, 
disability, religion, gender, or familial status.

The Town of Bristol is seeking qualified candidates for multiple open positions. 
These seasonal positions will remain open until filled. All positions involve a 
variety of tasks relating to supervising campers, helping facilitate activities, 
and actively coaching.

The Summer Camp Counselor position is full-time, seasonal from June 20th to 
August 19th. Two days of mandatory training (paid) would be required prior 
to the first day of camp.

A detailed job description is available at www.bristolvtrec.com. Wage: $15.00 
to $17.00 per hour, commensurate with experience.
The Lifeguard/Swim Instructor position is full-time, seasonal from July 11th to 
August 6th. One day of mandatory training (paid) would be required prior to 
the first day of work.

A detailed job description is available at www.bristolvtrec.com. Wage: $13.00 
to $18.00 per hour, commensurate with experience.

To apply, please e-mail a cover letter, resume and three references by the end 
of the day April 22, 2022 (or until positions are filled) to recreation@bristolvt.
org with Bristol Recreation Employee in the subject line or send to:

Bristol Recreation Employee Search
P.O. Box 249
Bristol, VT 05443

Town of Bristol  
RECREATION POSITIONS

Part-Time Road Commissioner  
The Town of Ripton is seeking to hire a part-time 
Road Commissioner. The successful candidate 

will be knowledgeable about road work and 
maintenance (both paved and gravel roads), 

and be able to supervise contractors (there is no 
Town road crew) performing Town road work. 
The candidate needs to be familiar with State of 

Vermont road-construction standards and grant 
process. Helping to prepare grant applications in 

coordination with the Town’s Project Manager will 
be part of the job. Hours variable, but estimated 

between 10 to 20 hours a month. The Road 
Commissioner needs to be available on call to help 
deal with road emergencies. A job description and 

application form are available upon request to 
(802) 388-2266 or at riptonvermont.org. 

Application deadline: April 29, 2022

Part-Time Road Commissioner  

Spherion Staffing is hiring for multiple positions at 
Cabot/Agri-Mark in Middlebury, VT!

Pay ranges from $18.39/hr.-$19.06/hr. with pay increase after  
full-time employment.  No experience required.  Hiring for 

all shifts, including days, weekends and overnights.

Call or text “APPLY” to 802-864-5900 to start as soon as possible!

ARTS+LEISURE
EVERY THURSDAY

IN YOUR ADDY INDY

DON'T MISS 

County Tire Center, Inc. is a busy 10 bay shop looking 
for a motivated full-time automotive technician with 

knowledge in brakes, exhaust, oil changes, tires,
VT state inspection license as well as all other related 
mechanical job duties. Your own tools are required.

Email cover letter, resume
and three references to

lisa@countytirecenter.com
or mail/drop off at: 

County Tire Center, Inc. 
33 Seymour St

Middlebury, VT 05753

We offer competitive wages including health insurance, vacation/
sick time, 401K, uniforms and boot allowance. 

40 hours per week Monday-Friday, with 
overtime available during the months

of fall and spring tire changes.

Love Cars?
               Us Too! We’re seeking a meticulously organized, energetic 

and positive individual to be the Race Director 
for the Middlebury Maple Run. 

Part time position starting in April and ramping 
up until race day in early October.

Be a part of a dedicated team working to keep 
this event thriving in downtown Middlebury.

Ready for a RACE?

To apply, email Christy Lynn at 
christy@addisonindependent.com
with a letter of interest and resume. 
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AMERICAN FLATBREAD 
MIDDLEBURY Hearth 
is hiring!  Offering good 
compensation, respect-
ful co-workers, and great 
food.  We are hiring for 
multiple full time and part 
time positions including bar 
leadership, daytime prep 
and evening shifts.  Ample 
opportunities for growth in 

a positive work environ-
ment.  Please stop in for 
an application or email Joe 
at joe@americanflatbread.
com. EOE.

GENERAL CONSTRUC-
TION worker needed 
Greenhouses and resi-
dential construction. Small 
family business, full-time, 
Some travel required. Ex-
cellent opportunity to learn 
and grow with us. $16-20 
based on experience. Send 
resume/work experience 
and job references to ver-
montvictorygreenhouses@
gmail.com

3 
KEEWAYDIN CAMP is 
looking for help with a wide 
variety of groundskeep-
ers and maintenance jobs, 
no experience necessary. 
M-F with a few Saturdays 
through October. Email 
lee@keewaydin.org or call 
802.352.4447 lv msg

3
LANDSCAPERS - ZERO 
TURN OPERATORS look-
ing for honest, hardworking 
people to help with busy 
2022 season. $18-$21 per 
hour depending on experi-
ence. Call Mark at Pleasant 
Valley Inc. 802-343-4820 in 
North Ferrisburgh.

NOW HIRING 1-2 people 
to work with 2 develop-
mentally challenged indi-
viduals. Must be 18yrs or 
older, have a valid driver’s 
license, and pass a back-
ground check. (802) 247-
3059.

For Sale
1999 CLASS C CAMPER. 
Ford E450 truck. 31,000 
miles. Jamboree model. 
Good condition. $19,995. 
Reduced to $18,500.  Go 
south. Sally 802-377-7645.

Lawn and 
Garden

3
GARDEN TILLING large 
and small. Brush Hogging, 
lawn mowing. Reasonable 
rates. Contact Wayne 802-
382-7465.

For Rent
ADDISON: Peaceful loca-
tion 30 minutes to Middle-
bury. Furnished space w/ 
private BA/small kitchen. 
$550/mo. plus help w/ 
mowing, stacking wood, 
& pet care for 2 friendly 
dogs. 802-863-5625 or 
HomeShareVermont.org 
for application. Interview, 
refs, background checks 
req. EHO

DRY, WINTER/SUMMER 
STORAGE SPACE in Ad-
dison. Available storage 
space in my barn for sum-
mer/winter storage. The 
barn is structurally sound 
and weather-tight with 
electricity. No heat or run-
ning water. The barn is also 
available for lease. The en-
trance door measurements 
are 8’ wide by 7’ high. For 
more info: 802-363-3403 
or rochon_m@yahoo.com.

MIDDLEBURY BRIAR-
WOOD APARTMENTS 
is currently taking wait-
list applications for 2- br 
apartments. No smoking/
No pets. Income limits 
apply- rent based on in-
come- 2 person minimum 
occupancy.  Equal Housing 
Opportunity. Handicapped 
accessible.  802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com.

MIDDLEBURY, OFF CAM-
PUS HOUSING available. 
802-388-4831, AJ Neri 
Property Rentals.

SPECTACULAR 2 BED-
ROOM rental on the lake 
in Leicester. Completely,  
newly remodeled. Long 
term rental. Heat, electric-
ity, parking included. Inter-
net available. $2,000/mo. 
plus deposit, references. 
Available June 1. 802-388-
0860.

VERGENNES VALLEY 
VIEW APARTMENTS is 
currently taking wait list ap-
plications.  Occupants must 
be 62+ years of age.  No 
smoking/ No pets. Income 
limits apply - Rent based 
on income. Equal Housing 
Opportunity.  802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com.

Want to Rent
ARE YOU LOOKING to 
look after your house while 
on vacation? Would like to 
rent a house for 2-7 July 
2022 near Middlebury, 
Cornwall, Bridport, Bristol 
and other surrounding ar-
eas. Middlebury born and 
raised. Returning to Mid-
dlebury for July 4th vaca-
tion. There are 10 people, 
7 adults and 3 children. 
Children ages 10, 13 and 
16. Have several local ref-
erences. We are all non-
smokers. My husband and 
I reside in Fredericksburg 
Virginia. The other two fam-
ilies are my daughters and 
their families. Please email 
me at rrishell@verizon.net. 
Thank you.

Real Estate
LANDMARK MIDDLE-
BURY business for sale. 
Call 1-844-MIDDLEBURY.

Att. Farmers
HORSE BLANKET WASH 
and repair.  Accepting non-
leather (for now) horsewear 
of all kinds for cleaning and 
repairing at my Weybridge 
location.  Call or text Sue 
Miller at 802-377-5945 or 
email svdwmiller@icloud.
com with “horse” in the 
subject line for more in-
formation.

SMALL SQUARE BALES 
$3.50.  Excellent round 
bales $30.00.  Call 802-
377-5455.

WHITNEY’S CUSTOM 
FARM WORK Pond agi-
tating, liquid manure haul-
ing, drag line aerating. Call 
for price. 462-2755, John 
Whitney.

Wanted
LIONS CLUB NEEDS good 
items for their annual auc-
tion.  Please no appliances 
or electronics.  Call for pick 
up, 388-7124.  Help us, 
help others.

WANTED: Comic Books. 
Call David 857-210-5029.
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It’s against the law to 
discriminate
when advertising 

housing

Let us help you sift 
through the complexities 
of the Fair Housing Law. 
Stay legal. Stay on the 
right side of the nation’s 
Fair Housing Law. 

Call the Addison 
Independent at
(802) 388-4944. 

It’s against the law to discriminate when 
advertising housing. Its easier to break 
the law than you might think. You can’t 
say “no children” or “adults only.”
There’s a lot you can’t say.
The Federal Government  
is watching for such
discrimination.

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent

Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted For Rent

For Rent For Rent

Our Director of Public Works Planning is 
retiring a� er 20 successful years leading the 
Town’s ambitious infrastructure investment 
program ($5M+ in projects in 2021 alone)!

� e Director of Public Works Planning is 
responsible for developing and guiding the 
implementation of the Town’s 5-year capital 
improvement plan through every stage of 
the process - from budget development 
to project close-out. Project management 
experience, superior customer service and 
public presentation skills are essential for 
this position.

If you are up for a new challenge and think 
you have the experience, know-how and 
temperament, please see the detailed job 
advertisement and description on the Town’s 
website, www.townofmiddlebury.org.

Competitive compensation ($78,000 - 
$98,000) and generous, comprehensive 
bene� t package, including health and dental 
insurance and municipal retirement. Please 
send cover letter, resume and application to: 
Town of Middlebury, Attn: Crystal Grant, 
Executive Assistant to the Town Manager, 
Town O�  ces, 77 Main Street Middlebury, 
VT 05753, or e-mail to ManagersO�  ce@
townofmiddlebury.org for prompt 
consideration. Candidates are encouraged to 
apply as soon as possible.

� e Town of Middlebury is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer.  

Town of Middlebury
Director of Public Works Planning

OLD & Used
guns wanted

P: 802-775-2859
C: 802-236-7213

Rifles, 
Hand 
guns, 

Shot guns
Top prices paid.

38 Pond Lane, Middlebury

*NO Heavy Lifting*
*Flexible Schedules*

As we near our busy season, 
Seedsheets is looking for seasonal 

help in processing customer orders. 
We are looking for team members 

with strong attention to detail and a 
desire to create a great product for 

our customers.
Primary business hours are 8:00-5:00, 

but flexibility on days and hours
can be discussed.

Please email: jobs@seedsheets.com 
for more information.

Seasonal Help 
Needed

Looking for extra 
income this spring?

$18 an hour

Are you a lover of 
psychology?

Do you have a passion to use 
what you know in the service of 
creating better lives for people 
less fortunate than yourself?

Then you belong with us!  Specialized 
Community Care is an organization that 
serves people with intellectual disabilities 

who have complex psychological, 
psychiatric, and behavioral issues in 

community based models. 
We need you to help us carry out

and expand our mission.  
Pay rates are based on skill set, minimum 

pay is $14/hr for no experience.

If you have the passion,
we will train. 
Contact us at

humanresources@sccvt.org
or by phone at 802-388-6388.

 

is hiring for the 2022 season.
We are located in Bristol.

Work includes Hardscape Installations, 
Planting Installations and

Planting Bed Maintenance.
Applicants should have a valid driver’s 

license and the ability to work in 
all weather conditions. Experience 

preferred but we are willing to train. 
Work to begin early April. 

Contact: Dave Brett
Email: davebrett@gmavt.net

Phone: (802)363-9958

Colby Hill
Landscape Company

LANDSCAPERS WANTED:LANDSCAPERS WANTED:

THE MEADOWS
Middlebury, VT

We are currently 
accepting applications 

for our waiting list.
Eligible applicants pay 
30% of their adjusted 

income for rent.
For more information, 
please write or call the 

rental management agent.

Real-Net
Management, Inc.

26 Court Street
Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-4994
EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY

 All real estate advertising 
in this newspaper is 
subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 
as amended which makes 
it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons 
receiving public assistance, 
or an intention to make any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will 
not  knowingly accept any 
advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.  To complain 
of discrimination, call HUD 
Toll-free at 1-800-424-8590. 
For the Washington, DC area 
please call HUD at  
426-3500.

Road 
Crew 

Member

Do you have a CDL and are 
looking for a job with great 

benefi ts in Addison 
County? Join the 
Town of Starksboro 

as a full-time road 
crew member! Under the 

direction of the Road Foreman, 
our crew implements all municipal 

highway operations to advance the 
safe and effective functioning of the Starksboro road 
system, including municipal construction 
projects and maintenance of municipal roads, 
vehicles, and equipment. The full job description 
and required application form is available at www.
starksborovt.org/road-crew. Must live or be willing to 
relocate to within reasonable distance of Starksboro. 
Full health insurance benefi ts, 401k retirement match, 
plus paid holidays, vacation, and sick time. Hourly rate 
based on relevant experience. 

Submit applications to the Starksboro 
Selectboard c/o Rebecca Elder

at PO Box 91, Starksboro, VT 05487
or email to rebecca@starksborovt.org

Applications will be accepted
until position is fi lled. EOE

Driver wanted for contracted 
transportation Monday thru Friday. 

$20 - $25 per hour including health 
benefits, 401K and profit sharing plans. 
We provide vehicles, maintenance, fuel, 

and insurance.
Must be reliable, have a clean 

drivers license and must be able to 
pass a background check.

Respond to info@vtridenetwork.com, 
subject: DRIVER WANTED.

DRIVER WANTED

SLATE VALLEY 
UNIFIED UNION 

SCHOOL DISTRICT

Elementary Classroom Teacher, 2nd
Grade needed at Orwell Village School 

beginning with the 2022-2023 school year. 
Must meet Vermont State

Teacher Licensing requirements.
For additional information,

contact Patrick Walters, Principal
at 802-948-2871.

All applicants must apply on 
SchoolSpring.com

Position will remain open until filled EOE

2022-2023 VACANCY 
ELEMENTARY CLASSROOM 

TEACHER

SLATE VALLEY 
UNIFIED UNION 

SCHOOL DISTRICT

Slate Valley School District is seeking a
full-time School Nurse, RN for the 2022-2023 

school year. Candidate must be licensed as
a school nurse through the Vermont Agency 

of Education Licensing Department.

For more information please contact 
Casey O’Meara, Director of Curriculum

at 802-265-4905 or
email at comeara@svuvt.org.

All applicants must apply
on www.SchoolSpring.com.

Position will remain open until filled.
EOE

SCHOOL NURSE
ANTICIPATED VACANCY

2022-2023

TOWN OF RIPTON
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Zoning Board of Adjustment and Planning Commission will hold a public 
hearing in the Community House on Tuesday, May 17,  2022 at 7:15 p.m., 
(accommodation via videoconference, link posted  on the Town website www. 
riptonvermont.org, is available) to  conduct a hearing and review and site plan 
review of application  (#22-03) from Hannamarie Guinn for approval of her plans 
to  change the use of a shed to a primitive camp for use by paying  guests on her 
property located at 2074 Natural Turnpike  (Tax Map ID# 06-03-11).  

The application is available for inspection at the Town  Office.  Interested 
parties who wish to appeal or to be heard at the hearing may do so in person, or 
may be represented by an agent or an attorney.  Communications relating to the  
application may be filed in writing with the Commission either before or during the 
hearing.

N.B.:  Participation in the hearing is necessary to establish status as an 
‘interested person’ and the right to appeal decisions rendered in that hearing, 
according to the provisions of 24 V.S.A. 117 §§4465(b) and 4471(a).  Participation 
consists of offering, through oral or written testimony, evidence or a statement of 
concern directly related to the subject of the hearing.

Respectfully submitted
Caroline Herzog

     Public Notices Index
Public Notices for the  following can be found in this  

ADDISON INDEPENDENT  on Pages 5B, 11B and 12B.
116 Self Storage (1)

Addison County Courthouse (1)
Ilsley Public Library (1)

Lakeview Cemetery Association (1)
Lincoln (1)

Middlebury (2)
Panton (1)

Prospect Cemetery Association (1)
Ripton (1)

Sports Car Club of Vermont (1)
State of Vermont (1)

Vergennes (1)
Vermont Rail System (1)

Whiting (1)
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MARKET REPORT
ADDISON COUNTY

COMMISSION SALES
RT. 125 • EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT

Sales for 4/14 & 4/18, 2022
                        COST 
BEEF LBS. /LB $
J Fifield 1575 .92 1449.00
B Simpson 1755 .90 1579.50
Correia Family 1715 .90 1543.50
Malnati Farm 1095 .885 969.08
Nop Bros. & Sons 1135 .88 998.80
J Hatch Farm 1615 .89 1437.35
P Ainsworth 1245 .83 1033.35

                        COST 
CALVES LBS. /LB $
Correia Family 99 3.00 297.00
A Brisson Farm 95 2.95 280.25
H Sunderland 92 2.95 271.40
Kayhart Bros 91 2.80 254.80
M + L Quesnel 109 2.575 280.68

Total # Beef: 129 Total # Calves: 230
We value our faithful customers.

Sales at 3 pm - Mon. & Thurs.

ADDISON COUNTY COMMISSION SALES

ANNUAL SPRING MACHINERY 
CONSIGNMENT SALE

10 AM SHARP - SATURDAY MAY 4th, 2019  
AT ACCS BARNS • RT 125 EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT

ACCEPTING ALL GOOD  
CONSIGNMENTS NOW!

*(Please no household items)*
Farm Machinery

Tractors-balers-tedders-hay equipment-wagon 
plows-brush hogs

Lawn and garden tractors-mowers  
and much more!!

Sale managed by: T.G. Wisnowski & son
For more info- www.Accscattle.Com

802-388-2661
Auctioneer John Nop

Lunch Served 
**don’t miss this sale**

ADDISON COUNTY COMMISSION SALES

ANNUAL SPRING MACHINERY 
CONSIGNMENT SALE

10 AM SHARP - SATURDAY MAY 4th, 2019  
AT ACCS BARNS • RT 125 EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT

ACCEPTING ALL GOOD  
CONSIGNMENTS NOW!

*(Please no household items)*
Farm Machinery

Tractors-balers-tedders-hay equipment-wagon 
plows-brush hogs

Lawn and garden tractors-mowers  
and much more!!

Sale managed by: T.G. Wisnowski & son
For more info- www.Accscattle.Com

802-388-2661
Auctioneer John Nop

Lunch Served 
**don’t miss this sale**

Sale managed by: T.G. Wisnowski & Sons

Visit ACCScattle.com for more info
802-388-2661

Auctioneer John Nop
Lunch served (Lazy Breeze Burger Buggy)

Don’t miss this sale!!

10 AM SHARP - SATURDAY, MAY 7th, 2022

ADDISON COUNTY COMMISSION SALES

ANNUAL SPRING MACHINERY 
CONSIGNMENT SALE

10 AM SHARP - SATURDAY MAY 4th, 2019  
AT ACCS BARNS • RT 125 EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT

ACCEPTING ALL GOOD  
CONSIGNMENTS NOW!

*(Please no household items)*
Farm Machinery

Tractors-balers-tedders-hay equipment-wagon 
plows-brush hogs

Lawn and garden tractors-mowers  
and much more!!

Sale managed by: T.G. Wisnowski & son
For more info- www.Accscattle.Com

802-388-2661
Auctioneer John Nop

Lunch Served 
**don’t miss this sale**
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TOWN OF LINCOLN PUBLIC NOTICE
The Lincoln Zoning Board of Adjustment will hold a public hearing for Waiver 

Application # 22-023 as requested by Marilyn Ganahl on May 9, 2022, at 7:00 
pm at Burnham Hall and virtually using Zoom.

The subject of appeal is Permit # 22-022 that was granted to Kyle 
Clark for a Restricted Landing Area on Parcel I.D. # 17070163.100 at 
432 Orchard Road North in Lincoln, VT. Please call the Town Office 
at (802) 453-2980 to arrange a time to view the complete application.

The Zoom link will be included in the agenda which can be found on the 
Town’s website the week prior to the hearing: https://lincolnvermont.org/zba

Nicole Lee, Lincoln ZBA Clerk

PROPOSED STATE RULES
By law, public notice of proposed rules must be given by publication in 

newspapers of record. The purpose of these notices is to give the public a 
chance to respond to the proposals. The public notices for administrative rules 
are now also available online at https://secure.vermont.gov/SOS/rules. The law 
requires an agency to hold a public hearing on a proposed rule, if requested to 
do so in writing by 25 persons or an association having at least 25 members.

To make special arrangements for individuals with disabilities or special 
needs please call or write the contact person listed below as soon as possible. 

To obtain further information concerning any scheduled hearing(s), obtain 
copies of proposed rule(s) or submit comments regarding proposed rule(s), 
please call or write the contact person listed below. You may also submit 
comments in writing to the Legislative Committee on Administrative Rules, 
State House, Montpelier, Vermont 05602 (802-828-2231).

Vermont Regulations for Control of Pesticides.
Vermont Proposed Rule: 22P006
AGENCY: Agriculture, Food & Markets
CONCISE SUMMARY: The rule is being amended in order to maintain 
compliance with federal regulatory standards concerning applicator certification 
and training, recordkeeping, container containment, and maintain State 
jurisdiction of the program. The rule is also being amended to update currently 
outdated provisions to more effectively and efficiently regulate modern trends in 
pesticide use. For example, the amended rule adds two new permit programs 
one of which places new restrictions on the application of mosquito adulticides 
and another which provides a mechanism to control for terrestrial invasive plant 
species on another’s property. Further, the rule is being amended to clarify 
unclear language for the regulated community; incorporate new pollinator 
protections; create more transparency for the benefit of third parties to a 
pesticide application through new notification requirements; and create a more 
robust storage regulation to further minimize adverse effects to public health and 
the environment.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT: Cary Giguere Vermont Agency of 
Agriculture, Food and Markets 116 State Street, Montpelier, VT 05620 Tel: 802-
793-1706 Email: cary.giguere@vermont.gov URL: https://agriculture.vermont.
gov/. 
FOR COPIES: David Huber Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets 
116 State Street, Montpelier, VT 05620 Tel: 802-461-7160 Email: david.huber@
vermont.gov

TOWN OF WHITING 
REQUEST FOR BIDS

4/21

The Town of Whiting is accepting 
bids for the 2022-2024 lawn mowing 

season. Parcels include the Town 
Office, Town Hall, the Old School, 
and the Library. All parcels include 

mowing and string trimming. Please 
include your certificate of insurance 

with your annual bid and mail to:
Whiting Select Board

Mowing Bid
29 S Main St.

Whiting, VT 05778
Deadline May 9th and opened the 

same day by the Select Board.
For more information please contact 

the Town Clerk at 802-623-7813.
Heather Bouchard, Town Clerk

 ILSLEY LIBRARY
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

The Town of Middlebury seeks proposals to replace the existing fire alarm 
control panel and applicable field devices at Ilsley Public Library. Proposals will 
be received at the Office of the Director of Ilsley Library, 75 Main St., Middlebury, 
Vermont 05753 until May 13th at 9:00 am and will be publicly opened and 
read aloud soon thereafter. A full copy of the Request for Proposals may be 
obtained, without charge, at the Office of the Library Director, 75 Main Street, 
Middlebury, Vermont 05753, 802-388-4098. A mandatory pre-bid meeting will 
be held on Thursday, April 21 at 10:00 am at the Ilsley Public Library. The Town 
of Middlebury, Vermont reserves the right to waive any informalities in, or reject 
any and all bids, or to accept any bid deemed to be in the best interest of the 
Town. 

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Middlebury Development Review Board will hold a public hearing on 
Monday, May 9, 2022, beginning at 7:00 p.m. in the Large Conference Room 
at the Town Offices, 77 Main Street, to consider the following application(s). 
The hearing is also available to participants via Zoom video link. The link will 
be provided on the meeting agenda posted on the Towns website as required 
by State Law.

1. Application (file #2022-24:066.000-CU) is a request for conditional 
use approval for a retail store and/or service by David Silberman, 
dba Park Rec, LLC for the property located at 2 Park Street. This is 
considered a change of use from the existing business/professional 
office use. 2 Park Street is identified as parcel ID# 024066.000 owned 
by Park 88, LLC. The property is in the Central Business District.

Plans and additional information regarding these applications may be viewed 
at the Planning and Zoning Office in the Town Offices or by calling 388-8100, 
Ext 226.  Participation in this public hearing is a prerequisite to the right to take 
any subsequent appeal. 
 David Wetmore
 DRB Coordinator

 Also available via Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87943619766
By Phone: +1 646 558 8656 (not toll-free)

Webinar ID: 879 4361 9766
 For those wishing to watch but not participate:

Selectboard meetings are livestreamed to MCTV’s YouTube Channel:
https://www.youtube.com/user/MCTVVermont

and also broadcast live on Comcast Channel 1071

AGENDA
7:00 1. **Call to Order
 2. *Approval of Agenda
 3. *Approval of Consent Agenda

3.a. Approval of Minutes of the February 28, 2022 Selectboard 
Town Informational Meeting, the April 8, 2022 Special Selectboard 
Meeting, the April 12, 2022 Regular Selectboard Meeting, and the 
April 19, 2022 Selectboard Retreat 
3.b. Acceptance of Selectboard Subcommittee Meeting Minutes – 
Infrastructure Committee Meeting Minutes of April 14, 2022
3.c. Appointment of Ken Perine to the vacant seat on the Ilsley 100 
Project Team 
3.d. Authorization of Signature of Certification of Local Government 
Approval for Non-Profit Organizations Receiving Housing 
Opportunity Grant Program Funds from the State of Vermont for the 
Charter House Coalition
3.e. Town Manager’s Report

 - Project Kick-Off Meeting for Preliminary Design of Court-
Charles-Monroe Intersection

 - Project Kick-Off Meeting for Design of Sidewalk from Rail 
Platform to Downtown

 - FY22 Year-to-Date Budget Reports as of March 31, 2022
 - Update on Completion of Flood Resiliency Project
 - Vermont Department of Historic Preservation to hold a 

meeting on the nomination of Middlebury Village to the 
National Register of Historic Places at the Town Offices on 
May 19, 2022

7:05 4. *Citizen Comments [Opportunity to raise or address issues not 
otherwise included on this agenda]

7:10 5. *Appointments to Appointed Boards, Committees, Commissions & 
Official Positions 

7:30 6. *Tom Hanley, Chief of Police and Emergency Management Director, 
Requesting Annual Adoption of Local Emergency Management Plan 
(LEMP)

7:40 7. *Director of Public Works Planning Dan Werner with 
recommendations from the April 14, 2022 Infrastructure

  Committee Meeting
7.a. *Paving Bids
7.b. *Highway Tractor for Roadside Mowing
7.c. *Strategy for Teen Center Energy Efficiency Improvements
7.d. *Library Historic Windows
7.e. *Well Pump
7.f.  **Discussion of Seymour Street – sanitary force main & gravity 
sewer, stormwater and street rehabilitation
7.g. **Discussion of Overnight Parking

8:00 8. *Request from the Churchill Family of 1 Forrest Lane for the 
conveyance of additional property from the Town

8:10 9. *Approval of the Town’s consent to the merger between the Addison 
Partnership and the Smith Partnership with the Addison Partnership 
being the surviving partnership (if available)

8:15 10. **Report on the Board’s April 19, 2022 Annual Strategic Planning 
Retreat

8:25           11. *Fire Chief David Shaw with requests for Purchase Orders for 
turnout gear
12. *Ap proal of Check Warrants
13. **Board Member Concerns
14. *Executive Session – Real Estate & Contracts – Anticipated
15. **Action on Matters Discussed in Executive Session

8:40 16. *Adjourn
* Decision Item      ** Possible Decision

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★
TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY SELECTBOARD MEETING

ROOM 116 - LARGE CONFERENCE ROOM
TOWN OFFICES - 77 MAIN STREET

TUESDAY, APRIL 26, 2022 - 7:00 P.M.

NOTICE OF SELF-STORAGE 
LIEN SALE

116 SELF STORAGE, BRISTOL, VT
Notice is hereby given that the contents 

of the self-storage unit listed below will 
be sold at public auction by sealed bid at 
the 116 Self Storage facility. This sale is 
being held to collect unpaid storage unit 
occupancy fees, charges and expenses 
of the sale.

The entire contents of the self-storage 
unit listed below will be sold, with the 
proceeds to be distributed to 116 Self 
Storage for all accrued occupancy fees 
(rent charges), attorney’s fees, sale 
expenses in relation to the unit and its 
sale. Any proceeds beyond the foregoing 
shall be returned to the unit holder.

Contents of the unit may be viewed 
on 5/6/2022 commencing at 10 a.m. 
Sealed bids are to be submitted on the 
entire contents of the self-storage unit. 
Bids will be opened one-quarter of an 
hour after the unit has been viewed on 
5/6/2022. The highest bidder on the 
storage unit must remove the entire 
contents within 48 hours after notification 
of their successfull bid. Purchase must 
be made in cash and paid in advance of 
the removal of the contents of the unit. 
A $50.00 cash deposit shall be made 
and will be refunded if the unit is broom 
cleaned. 116 Self Storage reserves the 
right to accept or reject bids. 

Unit 42 - Coms

Wednesday 12:30pm to 4:30pm
APPOINTMENTS REQUIRED.

FACE MASKS REQUIRED.
(even if vaccinated)

802-388-1966
addisoncountyclerk@gmail.com

Full Passport Service
Addison County Courthouse
The Addison County Clerk located in 

Frank Mahady Courthouse is available 
to accept passport applications and 

provide  passport photos.

REGULAR HOURS
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday

9am to 1pm

LAKE VIEW CEMETERY 
ASSOCIATION NOTICE
The Lakeview Cemetery Association 

will hold their annual cemetery meeting 
on Tuesday, May 17, at 7 p.m., at the 
West Addison Community House.

STATE OF VERMONT
SUPERIOR COURT      

PROBATE DIVISION
ADDISON UNIT

DOCKET NO.: 22-PR-01687
IN RE ESTATE OF:
GLENN KIMBALL

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
To the creditors of Glenn Kimball, 

late of Vergennes, Vermont.
I have been appointed to administer 

this estate.  All creditors having 
claims against the decedent or the 
estate must present their claims in 
writing within four (4) months of the 
first publication of this notice.  The 
claim must be presented to me at 
the address listed below with a copy 
sent to the Court.  The claim may be 
barred forever if it is not presented 
within the four (4) month period.
Dated: 04/15/22

Vermont Mechanical, Inc.
Attn: Kelley J. Kimball

PO Box 728
Williston, VT 05495

802-264-1115
Kelley.Kimball@vtmechanical.com

Publication: Addison Independent
Publication Date: 04/21/22
Vermont Superior Court 
Probate Division - Addison Unit
7 Mahady Court, Middlebury, VT 05753

TOWN OF PANTON REQUEST
FOR CEMETERY MAINTENANCE BIDS

The Town of Panton seeks bids for landscape maintenance of the Town 
cemeteries for the 2022 season. 

Adams Cemetery: 1.2 acres on Arnold Bay Road
Kent Cemetery: 0.94 acres on Pease Road

Hawley Cemetery: 1.0 acres on Vermont Route 22A
Landscape maintenance to include as needed:

●	 mowing grass
●	 weed-whacking around headstones
●	 branch and stick clean-up
●	 trimming/pruning of border plants, shrubs, and trees

Bids should include pricing structure (per visit or other), payment terms, proof 
of liability insurance at $100,000.00, and 3 professional references. 

Bids will be accepted until 4:30 p.m. on Tuesday, April 26, 2022. They may 
be submitted in person at Town Hall during regular business hours (M-Th 8:30 
to	12:30	and	1:30	to	5:30),	placed	in	the	official	drop	box	in	front	of	Town	Hall,	or	
mailed to Town of Panton, 3176 Jersey St, Panton, VT 05491.

VERMONT RAIL SYSTEM 
Vermont Railway • Green Mountain Railroad 

Clarendon & Pittsford Railroad • Washington County 
Railroad & WACR Conn River Division

Weed Control Program Newspaper Advertisement
The Vermont Rail System has applied to the Secretary of Agriculture for a permit 

to apply herbicides to its tracks for control of weed growth in the ballast.
Vermont Railway operates between Bennington and Burlington.

(In the towns of Burlington, S. Burlington, Shelburne, Charlotte, Ferrisburgh, 
Vergennes, New Haven, Middlebury, Salisbury, Leicester, Brandon, Pittsford, Rutland 
Town, Rutland City, Clarendon, Wallingford, Danby, Mt. Tabor, Dorset, Manchester, 
Sunderland, Arlington, Shaftsbury, Bennington)

Green Mountain Railroad operates between Bellows Falls and Rutland City.
(In the towns of Rockingham/Bellows Falls, Chester, Cavendish, Ludlow, Mt. Holly, 
East Wallingford, Shrewsbury, Rutland Town, Rutland City)

Clarendon & Pittsford Railroad operates between Rutland and Whitehall NY, 
and Pittsford Town.

(In the towns of Pittsford, Rutland Town, West Rutland, Ira. Castleton, Fair Haven)

Washington County Railroad operates between Montpelier and Barre.
(In the towns of Montpelier, Barre City, Barre Town, S. Barre, Berlin)

WACR Conn River Division operates between White River Junction to Newport 
Vermont.

(In the towns of White River, Hartford, Wilder, Norwich, Thetford, Fairlee, Bradford, 
Newbury, Wells River, Newport, Coventry, Orleans, Barton, Sutton, West Burke, 
Lyndonville, St. Johnsbury,Passumpsic, Barnet, Ryegate.)

The tracks in these locations will be treated utilizing “hi-rail” equipped trucks with 
nozzles aimed downward from fixed booms 18 inches above the rails which spray 
the roadbed beneath the tracks. Beginning on or near May 1st, 2022, our applicator 
will be using a mix of Aquaneat or Roundup Custom (Glyphosate), Esplanade 200 
SC (Indazliflam) Method 240SL (Aminocyclopyrachlor), and Oust XP (Sulfometuron 
Methyl) with an anti drift additive in water for control of weeds and grass. Beginning 
on or about July 1st, 2022 areas close to streams and standing water which were 
not sprayed on the first application, will be spot treated with Aquaneat or Roundup 
Custom (Glyphosate) with an anti-drift additive in water. 

Residents abutting Vermont Rail System right-of-way should protect private 
water supplies or other sensitive areas. It is the responsibility of the resident to 
notify us of the existence of a private water supply located near our property.

• Notification from residents along the Vermont Railway, Clarendon & Pittsford 
Railroad, Green Mountain Railroad, Washington County Conn River 
Division and the Washington County Railroad Barre to Montpelier, should be 
made before April 26th, 2022 to: Rick .T. Boucher, Chief Engineer M.O.W.  
• Vermont Railway, Inc. • 118 Post Street Rutland, VT 05701, or by telephone 
at (802) 775-4356, Monday through Friday between 7:30 am and 4:30 pm.

• Questions or comments should be addressed to: Vermont Department of 
Agriculture • 116 State Street • Montpelier, VT 05602-2901, or by telephone 
at (802) 828-2431. 04/14, 04/21

CITY OF VERGENNES
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given to the residents of the City of Vergennes that the City 
Council will hold the second of two public hearings on Tuesday, May 10, 2022 at 
5:30 P.M. for discussion of the final draft of the revised Zoning and Subdivision 
Regulations.  

This public hearing will be held as a “hybrid meeting”, with participation either 
in person, remotely through Zoom, or by phone. To join the hearing remotely 
through Zoom by computer: https://zoom.us/j/561577976.  To join through Zoom 
by phone, dial: 1 (312) 626-6799.  The hearing ID is: 561 577 976, and the hearing 
password is 1234. The in-person hearing will be held at the Fire Station in the 
basement conference room. 

For participants joining by phone:
· To raise your hand during the hearing, press *9
· To mute/unmute during the hearing, press *6

If you experience any difficulty in accessing the conference call, contact City 
Manager Ron Redmond at 802-238-5598.

Statement of Purpose:
The purpose of re-writing the zoning regulations is to bring the regulations into 
conformance with the municipal plan, to update language use; to clarify intent 
of certain provisions; to modify zoning districts dimensional standards; to make 
changes in permitted and conditional uses in certain zoning districts; to make 
additions, to modify, and to delete sections of the definitions and miscellaneous 
other changes. 

Geographic Area Affected
The entire area of the City of Vergennes is affected.

Table of Contents of Proposed Amendments – Note that this is a summary 
of proposed language changes and does not include all the specifics 
of those changes.  To see all of the specific details of the proposed 
changes, please review the detailed document at vergennes.org, (home; 
government; committees and commissions; planning commission) 

TABLE OF CONTENTS – MODIFIED TO ADDRESS PROPOSED CHANGES

ARTICLE I: DEFINITIONS – INCLUDES UPDATED LANGUGE, ADDITIONS, 
MODIFICATIONS AND DELETIONS

ARTICLE II: ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT – CLARIFIES ZONING 
ADMINISTRATOR AUTHORITY AND RESPONSIBILITY; CLARIFIES ZONING 
ENFORCEMENT AND PENALITIES; CREATES CIVIL OFFENSE PENALTY FEE 
STRUCTURE.
ARTICLE III: ZONING PERMITS; GENERAL PROVISIONS – ADDS 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR CERTAIN FUNCTIONS RELATED TO CERTIFICATES 

OF OCCUPANCY AND SKETCH PLANS TO ZONING ADMINISTRATOR

ARTICLE IV: PERMITS FOR ONE-HOUSEHOLD AND TWO-HOUSEHOLD 
DWELLING USES: CHANGES CONDITIONS FOR AN ACCESSORY DWELLING 
UNIT.

ARTICLE V: PROCEDURES REQUIRING REVIEW BY THE DEVELOPMENT 
REVIEW           BOARD:  ADDS NOTICE OF “ON THE RECORD APPEALS”.

ARTICLE VI: APPEALS: ADDS NOTICE OF “ON THE RECORD APPEALS”.
 
ARTICLE VII: SITE PLAN REVIEW:  ADDS REQUIREMENT TO DETAIL 
RENEWABLE ENERGY RESOURCES.

ARTICLE VIII: CONDITIONAL USE REVIEW:  NO CHANGES

ARTICLE IX: SUBDIVISION REVIEW:  ADDS REQUIREMENT TO DETAIL 
RENEWABLE ENERGY RESOURCES.

ARTICLE X: PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT:  MODIFIES DENSITY BONUSES. 

ARTICLE XI: LOCAL ACT 250 REVIEW:  NO CHANGES.

ARTICLE XII: PARKING, LOADING, AND DRIVEWAYS:  MODIFIES PARKING 
REQUIREMENTS; MODIFIES OPEN STORAGE OF MOTOR VEHICLES.

ARTICLE XIII: SIGNS:  ADDS REGULATIONS FOR TEMPORARY SIGNS.

ARTICLE XIV: GENERAL REGULATIONS:  CHANGES FRONTAGE 
REQUIREMENTS

ARTICLE XV: SPECIFIC REGULATIONS:  CHANGES RULES FOR STORAGE 
OF CAMPERS; ADDS REQUIREMENT TO PROVIDE ELECTRICAL OUTLETS 
IN NEW GARAGES; BANS HELIPADS AND AIRFIELDS IN THE CITY.

ARTICLE XVI: ZONING DISTRICT REGULATIONS:  MODIFIES DIMENSIONAL 
REQUIREMENTS; MODIFIES DEMOLITION STANDARDS; CLARIFIES 
CONDITIONAL USE CATEGORIES.

A copy of the full text of the final revised version of the Zoning and Subdivision 
Regulations is available for public review by contacting Peter Garon at pgaron@
vergennes.org.  Copies are also available for review at the office of the City Clerk, 
or on the City website at www.vergennes.org.  

March 17, 2022
Matt Chabot, Mayor, City of Vergennes

   
  Public

Notices 
can be found in this

ADDISON INDEPENDENT
 on Pages 5B, 11B and 12B.
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or the past seven years, Jenny 
Bower has been sitting at the 
Vergennes Congregational 
Church’s 1879 Hook and Hastings 
organ, playing hymns and more 
for congregants. Bower has also 
performed with the Burlington 
Chamber Orchestra and the 

Burlington Choral 
Society, as well as in 
Germany and China. 
In 2018 she was 
selected as Vermont 

Organist of the Year. She’s got chops. 

Sadly, this organist exemplar will be moving 
south to North Carolina. She will give a 

farewell organ concert at the Vergennes 
Congregational Church on April 30, at 2:30 p.m. 

Wondering what drew this 30-something, 
Missouri native to the Green Mountain State in 
the fi rst place? Well, after graduating Oberlin 
College and Conservatory in Ohio with a 
master’s degrees in organ and harpsichord 
performance, she followed her other interest in 
soil science to the University of Vermont. Since 
coming here in 2014, Bower has been working 
her way through a Ph.D. in soil science.

“I work with ‘Dr. Dirt’” she said, using an 
aff ectionate name for well-known UVM 
professor emeritus Don Ross, who lives in 
Vergennes. “I’m almost done with my Ph.D. 

and I’m hoping to do my post-doc down in 
Durham.”

Bower is excited to explore “that good red 
clay” they have in North Carolina, and be closer 
to family. She’s hoping that she can continue 
pursing research for her career, possibly for a 
university or college. 

And, it doesn’t hurt that the Duke University 
campus cathedral in Durham has an organ or 
two.

“I would die happy if I could crawl into the 
Duke cathedral at 3 a.m. and play one of 
their organs,” Bower said dreamily. “Organ-

SEE ORGAN ON PAGE 3

Vergennes organist bids farewell with a concert

ELSIE
 LYNN PARINI

BY

After seven years playing in the Little City, Jenny Bower will give a farewell organ concert at the Vergennes Congregational Church on April 30, at 2:30 p.m. Admission is free; any 
donations will benefi t the youth ministry. INDEPENDENT PHOTO / STEVE JAMES 
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‘The Niceties’ thrills as it unpacks race in America

Free benefit performance will include poetry, music and culture

iddlebury’s professional theater 
troupe, Middlebury Acting 
Company, kicks off its 2022 season 
with “The Niceties” by Eleanor 
Burgess, a complex and compelling 
depiction of racial and generational 
divides that speaks directly to 
our polarized, post-truth era, as it 
asks who gets to tell the story of 

America, and how. It has been described as an 
explosive thriller... nothing short of seismic. 

At an elite Northeast university, an ambitious 
young Black student and her esteemed White 
professor meet to discuss a paper the college 
junior is writing about the American Revolution. 
They’re both liberal, they’re both women 
and they’re both brilliant. But very quickly, 
discussions of grammar and Google turn to race 
and reputation, and before they know it, they’re 
in dangerous territory neither of them had 
foreseen — and facing stunning implications that 
can’t be undone.

Karen Lefkoe, a long-time MACo actress with a 
loyal fan base in Middlebury and beyond, returns 
to play American History Professor Janine Bosko.  
New York-based actress Kimmy Gordon joins 
MACo to play student Zoe Reed.  

Margo Whitcomb, a Burlington director with 
a deep professional resume, directs. And 
Middlebury History Professor Emeritus William 
Hart serves as an advisor and consultant to 
Whitcomb and the cast, bringing his wealth of 
experience to the conversation. Local artist (and 
Addison Independent copy editor/designer) 

Sarah Pope is production designer, and Matthew 
Stone is lighting designer.

“I have “I have never encountered another 
dialogue that has so completely allowed me 
to hear and understand authentic, human and 
opposing positions from people within this 
controversy,” Whitcomb explained “‘The Niceties’ 

allows us to really hear the conversation.” 

Whitcomb is a former colleague of playwright 
Burgess, whose work has been produced across 
the United States and internationally. 

“Having had a chance to work directly with 

Middlebury College students, alumni, faculty 
and staff will come together on Saturday, 
April 23, to present “United for Ukraine,” a 
beneficiary evening of music, spoken word, 
dance and more to dignify the culture of 
Ukraine. The event will be held at 7:30 p.m. in 
the Mahaney Arts Center’s Robison Hall, and 
will also be live streamed.

“United for Ukraine” will include a variety 
of Ukrainian arts and cultural offerings. 
Middlebury College students Rostyk Yarovyk, 
Mariia Dzholos, Kayla Schwartz, and Teddy 
Best, as well as Middlebury Union High School 
exchange student Diana Herasim, will read 
poetry aloud; other students will perform folk 
dances. Members of the Middlebury College 
Choir and College Community Chorus will 
perform Ukrainian folk and sacred song, and 
Vermont musicians Jessica Allen, Jeffrey 
Buettner, and David Gusakov will share vocal 

and fiddle music. Masha Makutonina ’21 will 
dramatize the real-life diary of journalist Asia 

Bazdyrieva from her entries in the Ukrainian 
capital Kyiv. Guest artists will include Teryn 
Kuzma and Stephan Zaets of the Ukrainian 
Bandurist Chorus, playing selections on 
the bandura, a Ukrainian string instrument 
traditionally used in folk music. Andriiana 
Ilkiv, a Middlebury sophomore from Ukraine 
majoring in film, will serve as the evening’s 
emcee.

Though the performance is free and open 
to the public, resources about donating to 
reputable charities will be provided for anyone 
who wishes to contribute.

“United for Ukraine” is organized by Masha 
Makutonina (a 2021 Middlebury grad) in 
partnership with the Ukrainian students 
group, the Mahaney Arts Center, and the 
Department of Music. Read more online at at 
go.middlebury.edu/UnitedForUkraine.

M

“United for Ukraine,” a free beneficiary evening of 
music, spoken word, dance and more, will take place 
at the Mahaney Arts Center on Saturday, April 23. 

IMAGE DESIGN / PAUL DAHM

Kimmy Gordon, left, and Karen Lefkoe, right, rehearse a scene from “The Niceties,” which will take the Town Hall 
Theater Stage starting April 28.  PHOTO / DAVID DEVINE

SEE NICETIES ON PAGE 3
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players have 
a pretty small 
community.”

But let’s pause 
for a moment 
and enjoy 
Bower’s skills 

while they’re still here in Addison County. 

When she thought about this farewell concert 
in Vergennes she said she reflected back to the 
last solo organ concert she gave in 2014. 

“It’s going to be pretty different,” she said. “When 
I got to Vermont I was conservatory trained and 
super into Baroque music; it was all music I really 
loved… After that concert a really famous organ 
builder came up to me and asked, ‘Don’t you 
know any other music?’”

That question stayed with Bower and her 
repertoire began to expand. 

“Playing at the Vergennes Congregational 
Church changed my musical goals,” Bower 
continued. “I play now as a way to give back 
musically. I feel super inspired by the people 
there. The church feels like family.”

Bower’s concert on the 30th will have a little bit 
of Bach and romantic composers — including 

Bower’s favorite lesbian organist Ethel Smyth 
— as well as local Vermont composers Charles 
Callahan and Kathy Wonson Eddy, and a theme 
and variation piece by Maurice Gustave Duruflé.

Bower will be performing with Vermont violist 
Elizabeth Reid. The concert will include a hymn 
and some of the pieces that got Bower through 
the pandemic. 

“The theme of the concert is hopefulness,” 
Bower said, adding that some of the music has 
been shared with the church virtually, when they 
were doing services over Zoom. “There will be 
dissonance and resolution.”

Bower’s absence will leave the seat open at 
the Vergennes Congregational Church’s Hook 
& Hastings organ… a seat that Bower hopes 
someone will soon fill.

“It’s hard to describe that organ,” she said. 

“Maybe one way to do it is to think about it like a 
house. Some houses in high-demand areas are 
renovated 20 million times; or you might have a 
gorgeous old house in a small town that’s been 
the same for 200 years. That’s how this organ 
is; it’s amazingly original to how it was built. It’s 
not very electrified except the wind. If you play 
organ or know someone who does, you should 
definitely reach out.”

Don’t miss this opportunity to catch Bower on 
the organ at the Vergennes Congregational 
Church, April 30, at 2:30 p.m. This might just be 
our last chance to hear her play, or maybe — if 
we’re lucky — she’ll be back… someday.

Margo on previous productions and to hear 
her vision for this new production of ‘The 
Niceties,’” Burgess reflected, “I know that she 
will do an exceptional job of making this play 
a jumping-off point for deep conversations 
and for exactly the sort of nuanced, sensitive 

exploration our society is so badly in need of.”

The play will be staged on the floor of the 
Town Hall Theater, bringing the audience in 
close on three sides, so playgoers will feel 
like they are almost in the classroom as this 
riveting play unfolds. There will also be an 
optional talk-back after each performance. 
Shows are 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, April 28 – 
Saturday, April 30, and 2 p.m. on Sunday, May 
1. Tickets can be purchased at the Town Hall 
Theater box office at 802-382-9222 or on the 
web at townhalltheater.org. 

The organ at the Vergennes Congregational Church dates back to 1879. Jenny Bower has been the organist 
at the church for the past seven years, but will be leaving her seat vacant when she moves to North Carolina. 
She will give a free farewell concert on April 30, at 2:30 p.m. INDEPENDENT PHOTO / STEVE JAMES 

Some of the organ pulls of the instrument at the 
Vergennes Congregational Church show the originality 
of this 1879 organ. INDEPENDENT PHOTO / STEVE JAMES 

“I PLAY NOW AS A WAY TO GIVE 
BACK MUSICALLY. I FEEL SUPER 
INSPIRED BY THE PEOPLE 
THERE. THE CHURCH FEELS LIKE 
FAMILY.” — Jenny Bower
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ARIES: March 21-April 
20. Aries, a mild feeling 
of discontent has you 
searching for new 
projects. There may 
be something that has 
been on your to-do list, 
but you can’t seem to 
fi gure it out right now.

TAURUS: April 21-May 
21. A lot of things are 
keeping you on your 
toes, Taurus. There’s 
a good chance you 
have been craving 
some quiet time. Find 
a retreat and stay there 
for a couple of days.

GEMINI: May 22-
June 21. There are no 
obstacles in your way 
on the path to success 
this week, Gemini. If you 
have been holding off  
on big plans, now is the 
time to push things into 
action. 

CANCER: June 22-July 
22. Cancer, aligning 
your goals with others 
is a surefi re way to get 
things accomplished. 
You can deviate onto 
your own course when 
action is established. 

LEO: July 23-Aug. 23. 
Leo, take a moment 
and be sure a goal 
you’re pursuing right 
now is really worth it. If 
fi nances are involved, 
you will likely have to 
pay it back in the near 
future. 

VIRGO: Aug. 24-Sept. 
22. Virgo, collaboration 
could be key in the 
days ahead. Another 
person gets the ball 
rolling and now you 
can join in. Follow their 
lead and trust this 
person’s judgment.

LIBRA: Sept. 23-Oct. 
23. So many voices are 
shouting at you from 
diff erent directions, 
Libra. With so much 
advice coming your 
way, you may not know 
which way to turn. Mull 
it over a bit longer.

SCORPIO: Oct. 24-
Nov. 22. Nothing is 
guaranteed, but taking 
a risk this week could 
pay off  in a big way, 
Scorpio. Things are 
more likely to go your 
way this time of the 
month, so start moving!

SAGITTARIUS: Nov. 
23-Dec. 21. Pay some 
extra attention to your 
life at home, Sagittarius. 
There are issues 
that can use a little 
attention. Letting them 
fester could lead to big 
problems.

CAPRICORN: Dec. 
22-Jan. 20. A hectic 
week is likely ahead of 
you, Capricorn. Things 
seemingly pop up out 
of nowhere and you 
have to fi gure out how 
to tackle them all. Try to 
delegate some of your 
tasks.

AQUARIUS: Jan. 
21-Feb. 18. It’s 
understandable that 
you want to make 
some waves right now, 
Aquarius. However, it 
may be better to aim for 
subtle ripples instead of 
a cannonball splash.

PISCES: Feb. 19-March 
20. Express your 
confi dent side at work 
and others will be 
inspired, Pisces. It’s 
good to stray out of 
your comfort zone 
every so often.

Cosmic ForecastCosmic Forecast

APRIL 21 — Charlotte Bronte, author (d)
APRIL 22 — Issey Miyake, fashion designer (83)
APRIL 23 — Chloe Kim, Olympic gold-medalist 

snowboarder (22)
APRIL 24 — Shirley MacClaine, actress (88)
APRIL 25 — Ella Fitzgerald, singer (d)
APRIL 26 — Jet Li, actor, martial artist (40)
APRIL 27 — August Wilson, playwright (d)

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

SEE EXHIBITS ON PAGE 14

ART
O N  E X H I B I T

M O R E  E X H I B I T S

ART ON MAIN OPENS EARTH 
DAY EXHIBIT ON APRIL 22

Art on Main Gallery in Bristol is opening a new 
exhibit on Earth Day, April 22. The show “OurEarth 
Appreciation Community Exhibit” will open this 
Friday with a public reception from 5-7 p.m. 
Refreshments will be served. 

The art comes from community members who 
responded with paintings, photography, prints and 
sculptures that represent their appreciation for 
“OurEarth.” John Vincent of A Revolutionary P ress 
will supply a printing press for those who want to 
print their own poster. Call 802-453-4032 or email 
aom@gmavt.net for more info.

NORTHERN DAUGHTERS FINE ART 
GALLERY
221 Main Street, Vergennes — by appointment only.
Visit northerndaughters.com or call 802-877-2173 
for more info.

“Life in the Valley.” A solo exhibit of new work from 
Hannah Sessions that brings her viewers into sacred 
moments of life in rural Vermont. There is a beautiful 
depth in values and distinct movement in this 
emotive body of work. On view March 15-April 30.

Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30, Sat. 10-2  • Rt. 7 So., Middlebury
802-388-2800 •  www.middleburyfloralandgifts.com

Your Bridal Your Bridal 
Specialist! Specialist! 

Contact us for a Contact us for a 
free quote.free quote.

OPEN: M-F 10-5 and Saturday 9:30-4

260 Court Street, Middlebury, Vt. 05753
802-388-3559   www.middleburysewnvac.com

SPRING CLEANING
COUPON

OFFER EXPIRES April 30, 2022

$5 OFF
Sewing Machine Cleaning
Includes: Check Motor, Timing & Tension

BRISTOL • VT453-7799

Stop by today, 

we WOOL always 
have time for you!

Tue.-Thurs 11am-5pm
Fri-Sat. 10am-5pm

NOW OPEN IN BRANDONNOW OPEN IN BRANDON
Fully stocked and offering:
• 420 Glass & Accessories • Gifts • Tapestries 
• Incense • Local CBD products from VT Terps
• Custom T-shirts • Art • Jewelry • Pottery and more! 

OPEN 7 DAYS: 11 AM – 7 PM
1410 Franklin St., Brandon • 802-345-6033
*We do not sell tobacco products or actual cannabis.

• Custom T-shirts • Art • Jewelry • Pottery and more! 

“Beneath the Surface” by  Terry Racich.
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THURSDAY, 
APRIL 21
AN EVENING OF POETRY 

VIRTUAL GATHERING. Thursday, April 21, 6 p.m., 
Zoom. Zig Zag Lit Mag hosts this one-time, free 
evening to celebrate local voices of all talents. 
Interested in sharing your poetry? Space is limited. 
Email jay@zigzaglitmag.org for details. Register 
here at bit.ly/bixbypoetry.

“GRIZZLY MAN” ON SCREEN IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Thursday, April 21, 7 p.m., Town Hall Theater, 68 S. 
Pleasant St. Legendary director Werner Herzog 
delivers a heart rending docudrama that centers 
on amateur grizzly bear expert Timothy Treadwell, 
who periodically journeyed to Alaska to study and 
live with the bears. He was killed, along with his 
girlfriend, Amie Huguenard, by a rogue bear in 
2003. More info at mnff .org or townhalltheater.org.

PETE SUTHERLAND AND OLIVER SCANLON 
VIRTUAL CONCERT. Thursday, April 21, 7:30-
8:30 p.m., NEAT TV. Part of the monthly winter 
concerts organized by the 5 Town Friends of the 
Arts, Lawrence Memorial Library and Northeast 
Addison Television. The concerts will be fi lmed 
and broadcast from the library with no in-person 
audience and broadcast live on NEAT TV. The 

shows will also be streamed live through the 
neatbristol.com website. For those unable to see 
the original broadcasts, the show can be seen 
afterwards on the NEAT archives.

FRIDAY, APRIL 22
ART OPENING IN BRANDON. Friday, April 22, 5-8 
p.m., Compass Music and Arts Center, Park Village. 
“We’re All At A Party Called Life on Earth!” features 
FROBERTAN, a collaboration between acclaimed 
artist Fran Bull and long time collaborator Robert 
Black. Light refreshments will be served. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 23
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Saturday, April 23, Chipman Hill Trail Around 
Middlebury (TAM). Early hill workout and spring 
fl owers. Let’s see how many times we can go up 
and down Chipman Hill in a few hours. Not just on 
the TAM — we’ll be enjoying the unmarked trails 
as well. Strenuous, maximum elevation gain, 5-7 
miles. Contact Ellen Cronan, 908-595-2926. More 
at gmcbreadloaf.org.

“UNITED FOR UKRAINE” PERFORMANCE IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, April 23, 7:30 p.m., Robison 
Hall, Mahaney Arts Center, 72 Porter Field Rd. 
Middlebury College students, alumni, faculty and 

staff  will come together to present a benefi ciary 
evening of music, spoken word, dance and 
more to dignify the culture of Ukraine. Though 
the performance is free and open to the public, 
resources about donating to reputable charities will 
be provided for anyone who wishes to contribute. 
Full vaccinations and boosters (or valid medical 
or religious exemptions) and masks are required. 
The concert will also be live streamed. More info at 
middlebury.edu/arts or 802-443-MIDD (6433).

MILES DONAHUE AND GERSON QUIROGA IN 
CONCERT IN MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, April 23, 
8 p.m., Champlain Valley Unitarian Universalist 
Society, 2 Duane Ct. Bassist Gerson Quiroga of Chile 
joins saxophonist and trumpeter Miles Donahue, 
pianist Steve Hunt and percussionist Larry Finn in 
this free jazz concert. See story on page 7.

SUNDAY, APRIL 24
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN ADDISON. 
Saturday April 24, Chimney Point. *RESCHEDULED 
FROM MARCH 12.* Observe birds from the 
Chimney Point/Crown Point bridge and an easy 
walk among the fort ruins on the Crown Point side 
at the lake’s edge. About three miles with minimal 
elevation gain. Contact leader Ruth Penfi eld at 
860-214-4180 or ruthpenfi eld@gmail.com for 

‘FULL FRONTAL FAIRYTALES’ 
ON STAGE IN ROCHESTER

Bald Mountain Theater presents “Full Frontal Fairytales” on 
Saturday, April 30, at 7:30 p.m., streaming live in partnership 
with TheaterEngine. This one-night storytelling event features 
new, original fairytales by our artistic community’s best 
writers that run the gambit from zany to heart-wrenching to 
profound and back again.

“Our defi nition of ‘full frontal’ does not mean sexually explicit,” 
said Artistic Director Ethan Bowen, “but rather open, revealing, 
and no-holds-barred.”

Featured artists include Erica Robinson, Stephen Kiernan, 
Sasha Olinick, Robert Melik Finkle, Amy Braun, Erica 
Furgiuele, Katie Reich, Ethan Bowen, Killian White, and 
budding young writers Wilder Bowen and Kaia Griffi  th.

“These very short stories deal with a bumbling-but-well-
meaning young uncle’s attempts at a bedtime story; some 
bloody, old-school Brothers Grimm-style revenge; and what 
to do after the drama (and trauma) of a storybook adventure,” 
said Managing Director Killian White. “It’ll be a high-speed 
exploration of modern life through the multi-colored lens of 

SEE CALENDAR ON PAGE 15

SEE FAIRYTALES ON PAGE 15
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MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY TELEVISION:
P.O. Box 785, Middlebury, Vt. 05753MCTV SCHEDULE Channels 1071 & 1091

Please see the MCTV website, www.middleburycommunitytv.org, for changes 
in the schedule; MCTV events, classes and news; and to view many programs 

online. Submit listings to the above address, or call 388-3062.
MCTV Channel 1071

Friday, April 22
Through the Night — Public Affairs
 4 a.m. Cannabis Control  Board (CCB)
 7:30 a.m Congregational Church Service
 10 a.m. Selectboard, VT State House
 4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Church 
  Service
 5:30 p.m. Energy Week
6:30 p.m.  Gov. Scott Weekly Update
Saturday, April 23
 12 a.m. Green Mountain Care (GMC
  Board
 7:30 a.m. CCB
 10 a.m. Selectboard, PressConferences
 3 p.m. Energy Week
 4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Service
 5:30 p.m. Eckankar
 7 p.m. Catholic Mass
 7:30 p.m. Racism in America
 9:40 p.m. State House, Public Affairs
Sunday, April 24
 5 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 9 a.m. Catholic Mass
 10 a.m. Energy Week
 11 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service

 1 p.m.  Racism in America
 4 p.m. Congregational Service
 6:30 p.m. Eckankar 
 7 p.m. Catholic Mass
 7:30 a.m. Gov. Scott
Monday, April 25
 12 a.m. CCB
 6 a.m. CCB
 8:30 a.m. Energy Week
 9:30 a.m. Middlebury Edition
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 6 p.m. GMC Board
Tuesday, April 26
 12 a.m.  State House
9:30 a.m.  Eckankar
 10 a.m. Selectboard, State House
 3 p.m. Energy Week
 4 p.m. Congregational Service
 6 p.m. Middlebury Edition
 7 p.m. Select-board, Public Affairs
Wednesday, April 27
4:30 a.m.  Middlebury Edition
7:30 a.m.  Memorial Baptist Service
9:30 a.m.  Catholic Mass
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 5 p.m. Energy Week
 7 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 11 p.m. State House, Public Affairs

Thursday, April 28
 5 a.m. Selectboard
 8 a.m. Congregational Service
 12 p.m. Selectboard, State House
 8 p.m. Energy Week
 9 p.m. Eckankar
 10 p.m. Gov. Scott

MCTV Channel 1091 
Friday, April 22
 6 a.m. ACSD Board 
 8:30 a.m. HCC Board
 11 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 12 p.m. OLLI - Joe Picard:
  Man of the Land
 1 p.m. Senior Moments - Eric Nielson
 5:30 p.m. How to Plant a Tree
  with V. J. Comai
 8 p.m. Local School Board Meetings
Saturday, April 23 
 5 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6 a.m. How to Plant a Tree
  with V. J. Comai
 8:12 a.m. Roadside Ecology
 9:15 a.m. Kids Yoga, Yoga
 11 a.m. Local School Board Meetings
 3 p.m. Lyndon Institute Spring Concert
 4 p.m. OLLI - Joe Picard: 

  Man of the Land
 5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ 
 6 p.m. Dr. John Campbell
 8 p.m. How to Plant a Tree
  with V. J.  Comai
 10:15 p.m.Roadside Ecology
Sunday, April  24
 5 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 8 a.m. OLLI - Joe Picard:
  Man of the Land
 9 a.m. Local School Board Meetings
 3:10 p.m. Lyndon Institute Spring Concert
 4 p.m. Dr. John Campbell
 7 p.m. OLLI - Joe Picard:
  Man of the Land
 9 p.m. Senior Moments - Eric Nielson
Monday, April 25
 12 a.m. Senior Moments - Eric Nielson
 6:30 a.m. What is a Library?
 8 a.m. Kids Yoga, Yoga
 9:45 a.m. How to Plant a Tree
  with V. J. Comai
 12 p.m. Local School Boards
 6 p.m. How Music Changed the World
 7 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 8 p.m.  OLLI - Joe Picard:
  Man of the Land
 9 p.m. Fruit Tree Pruning Presentation

Tuesday, April 26
 5:30 a.m. New England Roadside  
  Ecology
 6:33 a.m. How to Plant a Tree
  with V. J. Comai
 8:45 a.m. Fruit Tree Pruning Presentation 
 12 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 1 p.m. School Board Meetings
 8 p.m.  Lyndon Institute Spring Concert
 9 p.m. OLLI - Outer Limits
Wednesday, April 27
 7 a.m. Yoga
 11 a.m. School Board Meetings 
 6 p.m. Lyndon Institute Spring Concert
 6:50 p.m. Fruit Tree Pruning   
  Presentation 
 10 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 11 p.m. How to Plant a Tree
  with V. J. Comai
Thursday, April 28
 5 a.m. Lyndon Institute Spring Concert
 6 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 7 a.m. Yoga
 10 a.m. State Board of Education
 5:30 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6:30 p.m. Yoga Rest & Restore
 7 p.m. School Board Meetings

UNUSUAL CONCERT PAIRING CAPS THIS  
YEAR’S PERFORMING ARTS SERIES AT THE MAC

The acclaimed Takács Quartet returns 
for a collaborative concert with 
bandoneón player Julien Labro on 
Friday, April 22, in the final event of the 
Middlebury Performing Arts Series’ 
season. The Takács are “one of the 
world’s greatest string quartets” (New 
York Times) and long-time friends of 
the Performing Arts Series — this is 
their 27th appearance at Middlebury. 
For this unique concert, the Takács will 
be joined by Julien Labro, one of the 
foremost accordion and bandoneón 
players in both the classical and jazz 
worlds. His artistry, virtuosity and 

creativity as a musician, composer and 
arranger have earned him international 
acclaim.

The quartet and Labro will perform 
works separately — Ravel’s String 
Quartet in F Major for the Takács, and 
selected solo works for bandoneón 
and accordina for Labro — and they 
will also join together to play three 
New England premieres: Bryce 
Dessner’s “Circles,” Labro’s Meditation 
#1, and Clarice Assad’s “Clash.” 
Middlebury proudly co-commissioned 

tunesmore
FREE JAZZ APPRECIATION CONCERT 
TO BE HELD AT CVUUS ON SATURDAY

For the past 16 years, Miles Donahue has 
organized a springtime jazz concert at 
Middlebury College. But this year, Donahue 
explained that the “funding has been 
suspended.” 

But that didn’t stop this jazz saxophonist and 
trumpet player, composer and educator. His 
April jazz appreciation concert will take place this 
year on April 23, 8 p.m., at the Champlain Valley 
Unitarian Universalist Society in Middlebury. 
Admission is free; donations are appreciated.

Donahue will be joined by bassist Gerson Quiroga 
from Chile, who was awarded a Presidential 
Scholarship at Berklee College of Music and who 
has performed with Latin Grammy winner Pablo 
Zeiglar. Performing on piano and keyboards will 
be Steve Hunt, a truly incredible piano player, 
professor of piano at Berklee College and 
keyboard player with the Alan Holdsworth fusion 
band; as well touring musical director of the Jazz 
Explosion with artists including Freddie Hubbard, 
Kenny G and George Duke. Joining them is Larry 
Finn on percussion, who has toured with Paula 
Cole, Tiger’s Baku, Al Kooper and Peter Wolf. He 
was also the drummer for the musical “RENT” 
during its Boston stay. Finn is a professor at 
Berklee College.

Donahue’s discography includes 17 CDs check 
them out!.

MUSIC
U P C O M I N G

The Takács Quartet will play a collaborative concert with bandoneón player Julien Labro on Friday, April 
22, at the Mahaney Arts Center.  PHOTO / J. M. LENNON (JULIEN LABRO) AND AMANDA TIPTON (TAKÁCS QUARTET) 

SEE MUSIC ON PAGE 13
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Holmes’s history of a family 
farm also sheds light on what 
it means to be a Vermonter

aving lived in the Green 
Mountain State off and on for 
more than three decades I like 
to read Vermont histories and 
talk with people about life in 
Vermont in the past to try and 
figure out how we got where 
we are today (plus, when done 

well it can 
just be darn 
entertaining). 
How do we 

understand the present world we live and 
struggle in day to day? In part we look 
to the past to see how people lived and 
how they made decisions. Of course, it is 
really important to look at the past frankly 
when we evaluate our predecessors’ 
motivations and circumstances, not 
through some gauzy veil that imparts a 
charming but less-than-honest picture of 
the “good old days.”

A book recently crossed our desk that is 
a wonderful straight history of how things 
were in the days of yore. One thing that 
made it particularly appealing is that 
as a core principal the author uses his 
exploration of the past to figure out what 
makes a Vermonter a Vermonter — both in 
days gone by and today.

The book is On Being a Vermonter and the 
Rise and Fall of the Holmes Farm 1822-1923 
by David R. Holmes, which was published 
last fall. The Panton resident tells the story 
of the Charlotte farm that his ancestors 
founded, ran for 101 years and were forced 
to leave because of a cash crunch. The 
Holmes Farm was both typical of Vermont 
agricultural operations and extraordinary. 
Typical in the way the author traces his 
ancestors back to their trek from England to 
Connecticut and Boston, then to Monkton 
and Huntington, Vt., before they made their 
way to an acreage in Charlotte that was not 
only flatter with better soils, but also had 
access to Lake Champlain as a road for 
easily transporting crops to market.

Also typically, the Holmes Farm, like most 
agricultural businesses after the Civil War, 
was forced to diversify. The Holmes family 
went big into apples and Morgan horses, 
which complemented its existing crop 
operations, as well as its brick-making 
business. 

One aspect of this book that is so 
satisfying is its telling of the history in part 
from an economic perspective. The author 
gives many dollars-and-cents examples 
that consider the financial cost/benefits 
of Vermont farms in the 19th and early 
20th centuries. These include weighing 
the economic value of having a place 
to live — how often does a farmer ask, 
“Where am I going to live if I give up the 
farm?” He also takes great effort to give 
proper weight to the farm wife’s tasks that 
bring cash or other economic value to the 
family enterprise. It is easy for those of us 
who live in towns and villages to enjoy the 
picturesque barns and pastures without 
considering how in the world the farmers 
make their payroll or pay for seeds and 
other basic inputs that keep the farms 
afloat. This book reminds us not to take 
such things for granted, because certainly 
in the past — as now — Vermont farmers 
could not.

Holmes gives farmers — all farmers, not 
just his family — respect for the range of 
knowledge they had to acquire and use 
in the daily operation of their businesses. 
And the more diversified the farm, the 
more fields of knowledge the farmer had 
to master. The men and women who ran 
the Holmes Farm had to know how to 
plant, cultivate and harvest crops; make, 
transport and sells bricks; grow apple 
trees, sustain them over decades and 
harvest their fruit; and raise, breed and 
train Morgan horses. And that doesn’t 
include the additional skills to hire and 
manage employees who help sustain 
such a large operation and the skills to 
market the crops, bricks and horses that 
the farm produces. 

“In a sense, the farm was its own 
university,” the author writes. “Absent 
a college education, these were well-
informed, intelligent people who knew 
how to do things well.”

So the Holmes Farm in this book 
was typical in many ways. What was 
extraordinary was its success. The apple 
operation that C.T. Holmes built into a 
powerhouse business was said to be the 
largest apple orchard in Vermont in 1910, 
with a dock on Lake Champlain from 
which apples were shipped out into the 

wide world. His Morgan horse business 
sold trotters at Madison Square Garden in 
New York City and to clients as far away as 
South America. 

The Holmeses were somewhat out of the 
ordinary among Vermont farmers in the 
prodigious record they left of their lives and 
times. David Holmes does an admirable 
job of marshaling that record to tell his 
story — the proceedings of the State 
Horticultural Society, oodles of scholarly 
works, printed primary sources from over 
the course of a couple centuries, public 
and private family journals, gravestones, 
photographs, human-built and natural 
landmarks. Holmes was also skillful in his 
use of personal family information that an 
unrelated biographer wouldn’t have. He 
explains how he heard vague stories from 
family about the farm and, in particular, 
its demise. Some of his research involved 
interviewing family members with direct 
knowledge of the people and places of the 
past. 

And beyond an account of just farming, 
David Holmes presents stories and 
facts about the wide range of human 

community beyond family including 
Vermont schools, medicine, friendships, 
banking and even architecture.

Although all his inside information could 
make an author reticent to shine too bright 
a light on long ago family squabbles, 
the author does not romanticize the 
relationships between his family 
members, which surely were stained to 
some degree on occasion. He opening 
speculates on the reason William Holmes, 
his great-uncle, moved from the farm 
in Charlotte to Proctor in 1898, floating 
concerns about how he could support 
his family along with that of his brother’s 
family through the limited resources 
on the farm, judgment of the economic 
viability of the farm, legal problems 
and possible intrafamily strife, among 
others. Holmes acknowledges that it was 
probably a mixture of these factors and 
not simply one easy-to-swallow reason.

As I indicated above, part of the relevance 
of this book is the author’s attempt to 
derive some understanding of what it 
means to be a Vermonter. He himself grew 
up in Vermont but left the state for work, 

H
JOHN S.
 MCCRIGHT

BY

One of the various agricultural businesses that supported the Holmes Farm in Charlotte during its 
century in existence was an apple orchard, which was said to be the largest in Vermont and sold fruit 
as far away as London. Shown during the 1911 harvest are pickers led by C.T. Holmes, in front with 
mustache, who was responsible for the growth of the apple business. He is flanked by son Robert 
and brother William, who formed the family leadership team.
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community beyond family including 
Vermont schools, medicine, friendships, 
banking and even architecture.

Although all his inside information could 
make an author reticent to shine too bright 
a light on long ago family squabbles, 
the author does not romanticize the 
relationships between his family 
members, which surely were stained to 
some degree on occasion. He opening 
speculates on the reason William Holmes, 
his great-uncle, moved from the farm 
in Charlotte to Proctor in 1898, floating 
concerns about how he could support 
his family along with that of his brother’s 
family through the limited resources 
on the farm, judgment of the economic 
viability of the farm, legal problems 
and possible intrafamily strife, among 
others. Holmes acknowledges that it was 
probably a mixture of these factors and 
not simply one easy-to-swallow reason.

As I indicated above, part of the relevance 
of this book is the author’s attempt to 
derive some understanding of what it 
means to be a Vermonter. He himself grew 
up in Vermont but left the state for work, 

returned for many years, then left again 
before returning a second time. Clearly 
he wants to understand himself and his 
people; and luckily for the reader his 
people are Vermonters. 

In one telling analysis about Vermont 
humor, Holmes relates some funny stories 
that he analyzes as having a common 
thread of Vermontiness. They all present 
everyday situations that would be familiar 
to the listener, they all take a subtle dig 
at a person without being mean-spirited, 
they see life from many different levels, 
they poke fun at small absurdities of life, 
and they present their humor in a low-key, 
subtle way.

Why is this book important now? Vermont 
faces a turning point in agriculture when 
many, many dairy farms are going out 
of business either because 1. the farms 
don’t have the knowledge, interest, skill 
or money to redirect toward another type 
of business, or 2. the older generation 
is retiring and the next generation just 
doesn’t want to farm. This book’s look 
at the four-generation Holmes farm 
illustrates an example of how transitions 
can be done successfully and ultimately 
how transitions can fail.

Although the author worked on this book 
for decades, there is another contemporary 
element that makes it relevant today. One 
external factor that contributed to the 
failure of the Holmes Farm was the so-

called Spanish flu pandemic, which put 
economic pressure on the farm and its 
owners that may have played a role in the 
farm’s demise. Could economic strains 
from COVID result in more farm businesses 
in Vermont failing? History never repeats 
word for word, but this story does give 
policymakers and the community at large 
pause to consider next steps in planning for 
agriculture in Vermont.

David Holmes will speak about his new 
book at the Bixby Library in Vergennes 
in the Community Room, Thursday, April 
28, from 6-7 p.m. The event will also be 
broadcast online via Zoom. More info 
available at bixbylibrary.org/event/on-
being-a-vermonter-local-talk-author-
david-holmes.

Like many Vermont farms in the 19th century, the Holmes Farm produced a variety of products to be 
sold — including Morgan horses. Shown here is Robert Holmes (above) showing off a sulky on the 
farm and (below) at one of the Charlotte racetracks. 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF DAVID R. HOLMES

One of the various agricultural businesses that supported the Holmes Farm in Charlotte during its 
century in existence was an apple orchard, which was said to be the largest in Vermont and sold fruit 
as far away as London. Shown during the 1911 harvest are pickers led by C.T. Holmes, in front with 
mustache, who was responsible for the growth of the apple business. He is flanked by son Robert 
and brother William, who formed the family leadership team.

DAVID R. HOLMES
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ACROSS
 1. A woman of 
refi nement
 7. Body part
10. One who imitates
12. Tropical Asian 
starlings
13. A type of delivery
14. W. Australian 
capital
15. Many wombs
16. Wings
17. Expression of 
amusement
18. Brews
19. Mild yellow 
Dutch cheese
21. Mild expression
22. Solitary

27. Distance to top
28. The rebirth of a 
soul in a new body
33. Police who 
investigate police 
(abbr.)
34. Begrudged
36. Popular sports 
league
37. Autonomous 
republic of Russia
38. Double-headed 
drum
39. Type of light bulb
40. Czech River
41. Male servants 
(Span.)
44. Previously
45. Minor

48. Metrical foot
49. Days that follow 
Mondays
50. Small European 
viper
51. News shows 
have one

DOWN
 1. Inspiration
 2. Resembling wings
 3. Form of Persian
 4. Consumed
 5. Extinct fl ightless 
bird of New Zealand
 6. Sea eagle
 7. Jaguarundis
 8. Poker stake
 9. Bravo! Bravo! 

Sudoku
Each Sudoku puzzle 
consists of a 9x9 
grid that has been 
subdivided into nine 
smaller grids of 3x3 
squares. To solve 
the puzzle each row, 
column and box must 
contain each of the 
numbers 1 to 9. Puzzles 
come in three grades: 
easy, medium and 
diffi  cult. 

Level: Medium

This week’s puzzle solutions can be found on Page 13.

Bravo!
10. South American 
nation
11. A colorless, 
odorless gas
12. Disturbance
14. Artist’s tool
17. Polish peninsula
18. Ottoman military 
leaders
20. Bird-like 
dinosaur
23. Drinking glass

24. Central Florida 
city
25. One’s mother
26. To do it is human
29. Atomic #10
30. Used to write
31. The branch of 
medicine concerned 
with the ear
32. Adversaries
35. Have already 
done
36. One of 

conspicuous wealth
38. It fl ies over 
sporting events
40. Geological times
41. Net
42. Musical phrase
43. Chadic dialect
44. Private Internet 
Access (abbr.)
45. Lizard genus
46. Woman of the 
church
47. Having ten

52 Main St
Middlebury, VT 05753
(802) 989-7225
Wednesday - Saturday, 10am-5pm
Sunday, 11am-4pm

info@sparrowartsupply.com
sparrowartsupply.com
@sparrowartsupply

Open Studio Sessions!
Unwind after a long day by drawing in 
a creative oasis. Draw solo or join with 

friends for a fun evening out.
All skill levels welcome!

JOIN US FOR OUR NEW

 Sign up at sparrowartsupply.com 

NEXT SESSION: FIGURE DRAWING
APRIL 28, 6:00-8:00PM

s p o n s o r e d  byPuzzlesPuzzles
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PETS IN NEED
HOMEWARD BOUND
Addison County s̓ Humane Society

Call or check our website.
We may have a pet for you.

802-388-1100 | HomewardBoundAnimals.org
236 Boardman Street | Middlebury, VT

Jitterbug is an independent bunny who 
loves her food and toys. She would do 
great in a calm home with an owner 
who would be interested in helping her 
become more accustomed to lots of 
human affection. She is not interested 
in having bunny friends at the moment 
but could enjoy the company of other 
mellow pets in the home.

Meet Dozin who is presumably named 
after his “dozens” of toes. Dozin is a 
“foodie” and will run to anything that 
sounds like a treat bag. He is a goofy 
guy who is independent at times, but 
he is easily won over with his favorite 
treats. He prefers not to be picked up, 
but he will follow you anywhere! Dozin 
says no thank you to sharing space with 
other cats or dogs!

Kay-Dub is a playful and affectionate 
5-year-old chow-hound. He is diabetic 
and requires insulin twice a day. Kay-
Dub is on a special diet to regulate his 
sugar levels. He loves to explore all of 
his surroundings but would like to be 
the only pet in the home.

Nemesis is a young reserved guy 
who is coming out of his shell since 
arriving at the shelter. After hiding in the 
shadows of his hidey-hole for about a 
month, he has been seen exploring his 
room and meeting his cat roommates. 
Nemesis likes to bat around ping-pong 
balls in the water and loves his treats. 
He has so much love to give and is 
waiting for a family to call his own.

Dozer is a playful 2-year-old, 60-pound 
pup who needs an adult-only home.  He is 
human-friendly, but dog selective.  He is an 
extremely strong dog and pulls on leash so 
his new owner needs to be physically able to 
handle him until he gets more leash and basic 
commands training. Dozer is housetrained.

Irish is a spring-loaded pup with the most 
loving personality. He has great energy and 
needs an owner who is down for endless 

snuggles, 
play, and 
adventure 
time. Irish 
can’t be with other pets in the home and has 
shown signifi cant prey drive for small animals, 
as he, unfortunately, wasn’t socialized properly 
as a pup. He really needs a BFF human – it is 
literally all he wants. He says hi to everyone he 
sees and has such a happy-go-lucky vibe. Young 
children are over-stimulating to him and he would 
do better with older kids. He loves every single 
human he meets, riding in the car, and being 
showered with attention. Irish has been lovingly 
dubbed the Linebacker Lapdog!

1438 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-3139
www.parisfarmersunion.com

At Paris, we have everything you 
need for your pets and animals!

• Dry or Wet Dog & Cat food
• Dog & Cat beds, toys, cleaning supplies 

& accessories
• Fish, bird, small animal & reptile 

supplies and live feeder insects 
• Wild bird & Squirrel supplies 
• Backyard animal feed & supplies
• And friendly, knowledgeable staff 
   to help guide you!

1438 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-3139

• Wild bird & Squirrel supplies 
•
• And friendly, knowledgeable staff 
   to help guide you!

•

1438 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-3139

And friendly, knowledgeable staff 

Time To 
Order Your 

Chicks!
Orders due by 

May 9th!Send us your pet!
news@addisonindependent.com

Pet of the 
WEEK
Pet of the 

you
know?

did
ACCORDING TO THE ASPCA, THE NUMBER 
OF DOGS AND CATS EUTHANIZED IN 
UNITED STATES ANIMAL SHELTERS HAS 
DECLINED SIGNIFICANTLY SINCE 2011. 

The ASPCA reports that approximately 1.5 million shelter animals are euthanized 
each year. That number is high, but it marks an improvement over 2011, when roughly 
2.6 million dogs and cats were euthanized. The ASPCA credits part of this decline in 
euthanizations to an increase in animal adoptions and greater success at returning 
stray animals to their owners. Recent data indicates that roughly 3.2 million shelter 
animals are adopted each year, with a 50/50 split between dogs and cats.

A GREATER EMPHASIS ON ADOPTION CAN HELP REDUCE 
EUTHANIZATION STATISTICS EVEN FURTHER.  — MetroCreative
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Exceptional contemporary-style home featuring 3 large bedrooms and 3 bathrooms 
an open fl oor plan with tons of windows and skylights to maximize the natural light and 
compliment the woodwork throughout including beautiful hardwood fl oors. Spacious 
kitchen with large center island and walk-in pantry. Entertain with ease as guests dine at 
the breakfast nook or in the formal dining room. Expansive living room with a wood-burning 
fi replace. Glass atrium with hot tub. Retreat to the primary bedroom suite featuring built-
ins, another fi replace, a dressing room, a luxurious 5-piece bath, plus a balcony with views! 
Enjoy convenient second fl oor laundry and the walk-up attic with an offi  ce and storage. 
Separate accessory apartment over the 2-car garage off ering a kitchen, full bathroom, 

and loft - great for an au-pair, in-laws, property caretaker, 
or a rental. Enjoy the wildlife on your private 23.5 acres 
with seasonal mountain views just minutes to Downtown 
Hinesburg and 25 minutes to Burlington.

302 CATTAIL LANE, HINESBURG

A LOOK INSIDE ADDISON COUNTY HOMES FOR SALE

Vermont country estate nestled in Hinesburg

$1,225,000

This home is listed by The Lipkin Audette Team of Coldwell Banker 
Hickok & Boardman. Please call 802-846-8800 for details. 
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WALLACE REALTY
48 Mountain Terrace

Bristol, VT 05443
PH 802-453-4670 • FAX 802-453-5898

Visit our websites at:
www.wallacere.com

www.greenbuiltvermont.com

Please call Kelly, Claire, or Tom

EQUAL 
HOUSING  
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 as amended 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons receiving 
public assistance, or an intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will not  knowingly 
accept any advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of discrimination, call 
HUD Toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.

nbmvt.com • 1-877-508-8455 
Bank NMLS #403372

Make the dream of home ownership a reality. 
We can help. Contact us today or apply online.
Sharon Brown | Community Lender | NMLS #491713

Email Christy to fi nd out how. Christy@addisonindependent.com
Add your piece! Add your piece! Be the next sponsor of the puzzle page.

s o l u t i o n s April 21, 2022

Puzzle
Christy@addisonindependent.com

Be the next sponsor of the puzzle page.

April 21, 2022

PuzzlePuzzle

these three new works through 
its membership in the national 
consortium Music Accord.

This live, in-person concert will 
take place in the Mahaney Arts 
Center’s Robison Hall, and is open 
to on- and off -campus audiences. 

Full vaccinations with boosters and 
masks are required. The concert 
will also be streamed, with 48-hour 
playback available.

Tickets are $25 for the general 
public, $20 for Middlebury faculty/
staff  and alumni, $10 for youth, and 
$5 for Middlebury College students. 
Streaming tickets are $15, or $5 for 
students (and all in-person tickets 
include access to the stream.) For 
tickets, health and safety protocols, 
and information, call (802) 443-MIDD 
(6433) or visit middlebury.edu/arts.

MUSIC
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

BSCRIBES
THE ADDISON INDEPENDENT

WE NEED U Annual subscription for just $50.
addisonindependent.com

estate
real

Spring into the market!
Contact us today to advertise on our 

weekly real estate pages.
ads@addisonindependent.com
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art?your
ipjrealestate.com

34 Main Street, downtown Middlebury
info@ipjrealestate.com  |  802.388.4242

MIDDLEBURY
376 SOUTH RIDGE DRIVE
MLS #4898249 | $192,000
0.60 ACRES

Build-ready lot in the South Ridge
development served by town water
and sewer. The driveway has been
roughed in with utilities/services at the
edge of the building envelope. One
of your last chances to get in!

FERRISBURGH
1179 FULLER MOUNTAIN ROAD
MLS #4899860 | $1,495,000
6 BD | 5 BA | 4308 SF | 64.80 AC

Peaceful and private—this
farmstead is perfect for horse lovers.
Six stall barn, heated tack room, 3
run-ins, and equipment shed. The
custom built contemporary offers
hardwood fl  oors, massive stone
hearth, butler’s pantry, screened
porch, and spacious deck with
hot tub. Add an attached au pair/
in-law suite, a fi  nished gym and
partially fi  nished game room in
the lower level, and a detached,
heated two car garage with
spacious attic space. Outside, enjoy
perennial gardens, fruit trees and
a large vegetable garden while
surrounded by acres of meadow
and woodlands. All only thirty
minutes to Burlington.

FERRISBURGH
BASIN HARBOR ROAD
MLS #4899779 | $895,000
163.20 ACRES

This parcel offers it all: access to Lake
Champlain, a border on Otter Creek,
and a mix of pasture and woods. The
full package includes Adirondack
and Green Mtn views and proximity
to Basin Harbor Club & Vergennes!

EXHIBITS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

SPARROW ART 
SUPPLY
52 Main Street, Middlebury. 
Visit sparrowartsupply.com 
for more info. 

“Nice to Meet You,” is 
the Grand Opening Party 

exhibit for Sparrow Art Supply. This juried showcase 
features work by over 40 local artists across all 
mediums. The exhibit will remain on view through 
April 24.

PHOTOPLACE GALLERY
3 Park Street, Middlebury. 
Visit photos@photoplacegallery.com or call 802-388-
4500 for more info.

“Botanical.” This exhibit was juried and curated 
by Lee Anne White. Artists responded to the call 
for images that capture the beauty and unique 
character of plants. Thirty-five images were 
selected for exhibition in the gallery and 40 more 
for the digital gallery. On view through April 23. 

EDGEWATER GALLERY AT THE FALLS
1 Mill Street, Middlebury
Visit edgewatergallery.com, call 802-458-0098 
or email info@edgewatergallery-vt.com for more 
information.

“Open Air,” a solo exhibition featuring Hannah 
Bureau. “The paintings in this show have a lower 
horizon allowing for more sky, light, and air to 
create a bright atmosphere that feels open and 
fresh,” the artist said. On view April 15-May 22.

EDGEWATER GALLERY ON THE GREEN
6 Merchant’s Row, Middlebury

“Tools of the Trade,” a group exhibition featuring 
Tom Dunne, Kate Gridley, Duncan Johnson and 
Peter Kirkiles. This exhibit honors the process of 
crafting fine art, the tools themselves that make 
the work possible and the beauty of the finished 
product. On view March 18- April 26.

MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE MUSEUM OF ART
72 Porter Field Road, Middlebury.
Visit museum.middlebury.edu/exhibitions or call 
802-443-5007 to make your free reservations.

“Contemporary to Classical: Highlights from the 
New Collection Handbook,” featuring more than 
40 works from the museum’s new permanent 
collection handbook. On view Jan. 28-Aug. 7.

“Into the Screen: Digital Art from teamLab.” This 
exhibition highlights a singular immersive digital 
experience by teamLab and the traditional 17th- to 
20th-century screens and prints that inspired it. On 
view Jan. 28-Aug. 7.

We want to know.
Email elsie@addisonindependent.comWhat’s
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802-877-2134  •  www.ReVT4u.com
Your Forever Realtors, Building Relationships One Home at a Time!

We are a designated agency brokerage.

We are happy to welcome our two new agents Dick Elkins and Cory Foote!

With decades of real estate experience, Dick 
brings knowledge and understanding to his work 
with buyers, sellers and builders. Dick is a native 
Vermonter, retired Veteran, father of 3 and proud 
grandfather to 3 wonderful grand kids. He enjoys 
being in the woods, hiking and biking (HD) and 
watching regional, UVM, and local sports events. 
He has been active in coaching youth sports 
and has served on various town boards and 
committees. Dick is ready to help you with all 
your real estate needs.

As an 8th 
generation 
Vermonter Cory 
appreciates 
the uniqueness 
of what our 
beautiful state 
has to offer. ”It’s 
the emphasis 
we place on 
community that 
makes living and 
doing business 
here so special.” 
Cory began 
his real estate 
career in 1985, 
representing 
both buyers 
and sellers 
with residential 

and commercial properties. He has an extensive local 
network and a broad knowledge of our towns, cities 
and neighborhoods. For more than 20 years, Cory 
owned and operated Small City Market in Vergennes.  
Participating in community events and supporting local 
schools and charities was especially satisfying to Cory. 
With his strong negotiating skills and a comprehensive 
knowledge of the market Cory is dedicated to providing 
a positive and successful experience for his clients. 
Cory lives in Weybridge with his wife Hilary, their three 
children and their exuberant dog Fynn.

MIDDLEBURY, VT
Check out this super clean 2006 home on a large 
corner lot in Middlebury. This is an affordable way to 
get into home ownership. Park fee is $363 per month.
 $55,000

ADDISON, VT
Can you believe this price for direct lakefront on Lake 
Champlain? This charming, classic cottage won’t last 
long. Start your new summer traditions this year. 
 $195,000

New

Lakeshore Listing

New Listing

DICK ELKINS
dickelkins@vtregroup.com

802-985-8150

K. CORY FOOTE
coryfoote@vtregroup.com

802-349-7101

the fairytale that won’t 
give you a second to feel 
boredom.”

This virtual evening of 
mixed-media storytelling 
will run for no more 
than an hour. Parents 
should be advised that 
content includes foul 
language, violence, and 
melancholia, but rest 
assured no wild toilets 
were harmed in the 
making of this event.

Tickets to this virtual 
event are free. Suggested 
donation is $15. The 
event will be streamed 
at theaterengine.com/
productions/2056. Visit 
baldmountaintheater.org 
for more information.

FAIRYTALES
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

CALENDAR
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

more information. More at 
gmcbreadloaf.org.

THURSDAY, 
APRIL 28
“THE NICETIES” ON STAGE 

IN MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, April 28, 7:30 p.m., Town Hall 
Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. Middlebury Acting Company 
presents this timely and complex play by Eleanor Burgess, 
a compelling depiction of racial and generational divides 
as it asks who gets to tell the story of America, and how. 
Tickets $30 adult/$25 senior/$15 student plus applicable 
fees, available at townhalltheater.org. Repeats on Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday. See story on page 2.

FRIDAY, APRIL 29
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB WILDFLOWER HIKE IN 
BRISTOL. Friday, April 29, The Watershed Center. Moderate 
4- or 5-mile hike on the Waterworks property, with modest 
elevation gain. Some muddy patches likely. Contact leader 
David Andrews at vtrevda@yahoo.com or 802-388-4894 for 
more information and to register. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

SPRING HOMESTEAD WEEKEND IN BRISTOL. Friday, April 
29-Sunday, May 1, Wild Roots Farm Community Farm, 195 
Harvey Rd. A weekend of food systems education and 
wilderness living skills that include plant propagation, 
mushroom cultivation, herbal medicine, homestead 
medical, forestry and bushcraft. Friday evening kicks 

off with food and fire. Saturday and Sunday are classes 
and demonstrations. Tickets $30 day/$55 weekend. 
Register at springhomestead2022.eventbrite.com. More 
info at 802-377-1214, wildrootsfarmvt@gmail.com, or 
wildrootsfarmvermont.com.

“THE NICETIES” ON STAGE IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, April 
29, 7:30 p.m., Town Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. See April 
28 listing.

SATURDAY, APRIL 30
JENNY BOWER FAREWELL CONCERT IN VERGENNES. 
Saturday, April 30, 2:30 p.m., Vergennes Congregational 
Church, 30 South Water St. Friends, colleagues, and 
fellow-music-lovers are invited to hear Bower give a final 
performance before her departure from Vermont later 
this spring. The concert is open to the public with freewill 
donation at the door. Please bring a mask. More info at 802- 
877-2435. See story page 1.

LC JAZZ WINTER THAW IN VERGENNES. Saturday, April 
30, 7:30 p.m., Vergennes Opera House, 120 Main St. Free 
Community Concert. LC Jazz plays the music of the greats, 
(Basie, Ellington, Goodman, Miller, Sinatra, Darin) and, for 
over 25 years, raises funds for their music scholarship 
program. The scholarships benefit students from 
Vergennes, Mt. Abe and Middlebury high schools who are 
entering a music performance or music education program. 
Free. Donations welcome at the door and will go toward the 
student scholarship fund. Doors and cash bar hosted by Bar 
Antidote/Hired Hand open at 6:30.
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We’re open!

After two years of having to limit access, we’re once again fully open 
to the public. No reservations required—and free, as always.

museum.middlebury.edu

All image rights reserved. For full image credits, see our current exhibits pages at bit.ly/OnViewNow.
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Celebrate Service
April 17-23, 2022

Drivers get folks where they need to go
Volunteers provide 
key transportation
By JOHN S. McCRIGHT

ADDISON COUNTY — Dave 
Andrews doesn’t have a regular 
workweek, but he still likes to get 
out and see people.

“I’ve been retired quite a while 
and I really enjoy the contact this 
gives me with people not part 
of my normal social circle,” the 
77-year-old Middlebury resident 
said.

“This” is Dial-A-Ride, a 
service for which he serves as a 
volunteer driver.

Dial-A-Ride offers a lift to 
people who need to get places 
that either aren’t served by typical 
bus schedules or who need a 
little more one-on-one care than 
a bus can provide. Dial-A-Ride 
depends on volunteer drivers to 
pick up passengers and give them 
life-changing access to medical 
appointments, food shopping and 
other necessities. 

It is managed by Tri-Valley 
Transit, the bus service that 
formed from the merger of 
Middlebury-based Addison 
County Transit Resources and 
Randolph-based Stagecoach,

Volunteers use their own cars 
and get a reimbursement for the 
miles they drive.

Andrews welcomes the 
chance to help people get to 
critical services like dialysis or 
methadone treatments. But he 
also just likes to talk with people.

“I’ve been in Middlebury since 
1982, so quite a few of these 
people I know somewhat,” he 
said.

This service is available to 
eligible residents of Addison, 
Orange and Northern Windsor 
counties and provides support for 
elderly, disabled and Medicaid-
eligible neighbors who can’t 
drive themselves or access buses.

Rides to doctor’s appointments 
can take volunteer drivers to 
Burlington or even to New 
Hampshire to see a physician at 
Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical 
Center. TVT asks for Dial-a-Ride 
clients to give at least 48 hours (See Rides, Page 10C)

notice before they need a ride, 
because it can take many phone 
calls to match a volunteer driver to 
the time that is needed.

Like a lot of other volunteer 
drivers, Sara Kurtz found herself 
with some extra time on her hands. 
She had an extremely stressful job 
and was getting kind of burned out, 
so she moved to part-time. She was 
casting about and saw a call out 
from TVT and she thought, “ I do 
love to drive, it’s something I’ve 
always loved to do,” Kurtz recalled.

So she tried it, and she fell in love 
with it.

“Every passenger I’ve had has 
been great,” the Addison resident 
said.

Beginning in 2020, Kurtz had to 
have passengers sit in the back seat 
because of COVID-19 restrictions. 
But since that requirement was 
lifted she has them sit in the front 
with her.

“If they’re in the back I felt like 
more of a taxi driver,” she said. “I 
want to talk to people.”

Rick Collins has been 
volunteering as a driver since 
December. The reason he started 

doing this is pretty common. The 
65-year-old Bridport resident was 
wrapping up a job as a quality 
manager at Collins Aerospace 
in Vergennes in which he was 
working 60 hours per week. He 
didn’t want that kind of intensity.

“I was retiring kind of,” Collins 
said. “I didn’t want right back into 

a full-time job.”
So he created some side jobs 

and he decided to do volunteer 
driving to fill in around those other 
activities. He said TVT works 
around his schedule.

“They are very accommodating,” 
he said. “I seem to be at a good 

ADDISON COUNTY — 
Clambering the stream banks in 
rubber boots on a spring morning. 
Leaning forward to fill a sample 
vial with cold river water. 
Working with a team to carefully 
note down details.

These are typical things 
you would see with the 
Addison County River Watch 
Collaborative, which runs on 
volunteer power and precision 
(and perhaps a little coffee). 

River Watch monitors and 
assesses the condition and uses 
of local rivers. It does this 
with hands-on volunteers who 
comprise a fine network of citizen 
scientists who will collect water 
samples in six watersheds around 
the county during spring and 
summer.

Trained volunteers sample 
rivers in these watersheds 
twice per month (on Tuesday 
mornings) from late April to early 
September.

The organization held its annual 
training orientation session earlier 
this month. Hands-on training 
in the field will take place this 

Volunteers help keep 
our watersheds clean

(See Rivers, Page 9C)

People who care about literacy  
get books in front of children

ADDISON COUNTY — All 
kinds of organizations depend 
on volunteers, and they do so to 
different extents.

One local organization that is run 
entirely by volunteers is Addison 
County Readers, the local chapter of 
Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library. 

It’s an international preschool 
literacy program that mails a free, 
high-quality, age-appropriate book 
to the homes of registered children 

age birth-5 years. 
New volunteers are always 

welcome, particularly for general 
publicity via social media and other 
communication avenues and for 
recruitment of children in the various 
Addison County towns. Volunteers 
also support ACR’s Books at 
Birth program, which collaborates 
with the Porter Medical Center 
Birthing Center to give all families 

(See Readers, Page 3C)

SARA KURTZ, A volunteer for Tri-Valley Transit’s Dial-A-Ride program, drops off passenger Elaine McLaren 
to Project Independence on Friday. Kurtz likes to have riders sit in the front seat with her so it doesn’t feel so 
much like a taxi service.

Independent photo/Steve James

VOLUNTEER DRIVER DAVE Andrews has lived in Addison County 
40 years and is happy to know quite a few people for whom he provides 
trips through Dial-A-Ride. 

Independent photo/John S. McCright

PROJECT INDEPENDENCE PATRON Elaine McLaren gets a hand from Rick Beers outside Elderly Services in Middlebury as Dial-A-Ride 
volunteer driver Sara Kurtz drops her off. The program gives a lift to people who need to get to critical services but aren’t served by typical bus 
schedules or who need more assistance than a bus can provide.

Independent photo/Steve James

MARIE THEBERGE, A volunteer for the Addison County River Watch 
Collaborative, uses a phosphorus test strip to check a water sample from a 
Middlebury stream during the 2021 testing season. River Watch depends 
on a corps of volunteer citizen scientists to monitor the health of six local 
watersheds. Independent file photos/William Haig

ADDISON COUNTY RIVER 
Watch Collaborative volunteer 
Marie Theberge, left, confers with 
Technical Coordinator Monica 
Przyperhart during a 2021 water 
sampling event in Middlebury. River 
Watch has many volunteers who 
take water samples and mark down 
test results.
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Thank You Volunteers For All You Do For Our Community!

Thank you, Volunteers!
National Volunteer Week is about inspiring and recognizing volunteerism in our communities.

In honor of National Volunteer Week, RSVP and our Addison County nonprofits would like 
to recognize the many dedicated volunteers who have invested their time to help keep our 

community strong, safe and well cared for during this time.
We greatly appreciate your support and generosity.

Abby - 
  Middlebury College 
Gretchen Adsit
Raquel Albarran
Mattie Alpaugh
Emilia Andersen
Pat Anderson
Declan Anderson
Jean Andersson-Swayze
Glenn Andres
Barbara Andres
David Andrews
Laura Asermily
Nelly Aranibar-Salomon
Jeannette Armell
Sarah Ashe

Derrick Bailey
Gretchen Bailey
Charlie Bain
Dinah Bain
Katie Baker
Moriah Baker
Martha Baldwin
Marilyn Barbato
Ellen Barbera
Jan Bark
Jennifer Barker
Jane Barlowe
Julie Barry
Jean Bateson
Marita Bathe-Schine
Sandi Bauer
Katie Beadle
David Bearor
Eileen Bearor
Beth Beauchamp
Karly Beavers
Tyler Beayon
Eloise Beil
Margie Bekoff
Cindy Belanger
Dick Bemis
David Bennett
Erin Bent
Alice Berninghausen
John Berninghausen
Libby Berry
Kathy Bessette
Anna Betz
John Betz
Krystal Bigelow
Anne Bijur
Deb Bird
David Bishop
Janet Bishop
Robert Black
Judith Blake
Gail Blasius
Victoria Blewer
Leslie Blow
Amanda Bodell
Janet Bogdan
Lynne Boie
Curtis Borden
Sid Bosworth
Trey Bosworth
Sheila Bothwell
Jenna Bourassa
Clement Bourgon
Sarah Bourne
Suzanne Boyle
Richard Brach
Cole Bradford
Kara Bradford
Bethanie Brady Farrell
Linda Braginton
Kira Braham
Gayl Braisted
Katherine Branch
Jessica Breault
Edward Brennan
George Brewer
Mary Lou Bright
Neil Brons
Catherine Brooks
Ron Browe
Judy Brown
Stacey Brown
Mei Mei Brown
Catherine Bryne
Michelle Bulley
Constance Bumbeck
Emily Bulczynski
Joan Burt
Jane Burton
Bruce Byers
Sue Byers

Kim Callahan
Michael  Cameron
Eliana Cañas-Parra
Margaret Carothers

Margaret Catillaz
Bruce Catlin
Holly Catlin
Carol Causton
Martha Chaplin
Charlie - 
   Middlebury College
Charlotte Chase
Jessica Chatfield
Ronnie Chirnoff
Sylvie Choiniere
Teresa Churchill
Veronica Ciambra
Jon Ciappa
Judith Clark
David Clark
Kathy Coakley
Lucinda Cockrell
Rachel Codding
Judy Cole
Maria Collette
Owen Collette
Anne Collins
Rick Collins
Kevin Conchieri
Mary Conlon
Connor - 
   Middlebury College 
Geoff Conrad
Maureen Conrad
Mike Corbett
Diane Cota
Courtney - 
   Middlebury College
Matthew Cox
Mary Ruth Crawford
Meg Crosby
Bill Cunningham
Laurie Curler
Dan Currier
Nicole Curvin

Barbara Darling
Polly Darnell
Dan D’Avignon
Ted Davis
James Calvin Davis
Mickey Davis
Craig Davis
Lori Davis
Mark Dean
Renee Dean
Lyn DeGraff
Caroline DeLisle
Magdalena Deloya
Corie DeMatties
Glenna M.  Densman
Sandy Desorda
Mike Dever
Karlene DeVine
Deborah Dickerson
Krista Diego
Steven Diehl
Flora Diehl-Noble
Mary Dodge
David Dodge
Jessica Doos
Levi Doria
Jilly dos Santos
Eliza Doucet
Emma Doucet
Julia Doucet
Amy Douglas
Dorothy Douglas
Naomi Drummond
Kathleen Duclos
Lyn DuMoulin
Dot Dunham
Frankie Dunleavy-
  Yeaton
Judy Dunning

Jim Eagan
Margaret Eagan
William Eber
Deb Eddington
Beth Eddy Montello
Jamie Edwards-Orr
Barbara Ekedahl
Marc Elbaum
Cecilia Elwert
Deb Emerson
Glenna Emilo
Judy English

John Fallon
Lois Farnham
Pamela Farnsworth
Nicolas Farrell
Adam Fasoli
Grey Fearon
Ellen Fenn

Miguel Fernandez
Linda Field
Dan Fields
Peggy Fischel
Taija Fish
Sylvia Fisk
Lynne Fittje
Barbara Fitzpatrick
Barbara Fleming
Elwyn Flynn
Kelly Flynn
Sandy Fogg
Ann Folger
Nancy Foster
Ellery Foutch
Christina Frandino
Bill Frank
Bob Franzoni
Janet Fredericks
Beverley Freeguard
Jacob Freeman
Ben Freund
Mark Friis
Ben Fuller
Peter Fuller

Jacki Galenkamp
Barbara Ganley
Alex Gemme
Juliet Gerlin
Suzanne Germain
Gracie Getman
Mary Gill
Susan Gingras
Donald Glauber
Richard Glidden
Rita Glidden
Silvia Gonzalez
Christopher Grace
Amy Graham
Peter Grant
Larry Green
Melissa Green
Sharon Greene
Barbara Greenewalt
Susan Grigg
Vaughn Grimes
Jessica Guter

Helen Haerle
Wilma Hallock
Jane Halpin
Francine Hamberlin
Ali O. Hamedani
Chenoa Hamilton
Kari Hansen
Alicia Harder
Anna Hardway
Peter Hare
Kathleen Harriman
Bill Hart
Kaitlyn Harwood
Audrey Hathaway
Bridget Hauman
Helmut Heitzker
Eric  Heller
Barbara Herrington
Lindsey Hescock
Kelly Hickey
Helmut Hietzker
Gail Hietzker
Lois Higbee
Ed Hilbert
Edwina Ho
Mandy Hodson
Marsha Hoffman
Amy Hoffman
Sally Holland
Tim Hollander
David Holmes
Judy Holmes
Peter Hopper
Anne Hornbeck
Michelle Houghton
Courtney Houston
   DeBisschop
Art Howard
Esther Howlett
Sue Hoxie
Stan Huber
Sara Huddleston
Mandy Hudson
Rebecca Huestis
Sheila Huestis
Arlene Hunt
Patti  Hunt
Gale Hurd

India -
   Middlebury College 
Steve Ingram
Maude Irwin

Martin Isack
Elaine Ittleman
Nancy Iwanicki

David Jablonski
Woody Jackson
Pat Jackson
Holmes Jacobs
Travis Jacobs
Sandra James
Mark Jensen
Mary Jerome
Judy Jessup
Kathy Jewett
Steve Jewett
Lynsie Johnson
Shari Johnson
Mary Johnson
Christina Johnston
Hayley Jones
Ann Jones-Weinstock
Gus Jordan
Thea Joseph

Peggy Kadima-Mazela
Rachel Kahan
Cheryl Kater
Roger Kayser
Peggy Keith
Nathaniel Klein
Judith Kennedy
Christine Ketcham
Mike Kiernan
Matthew Kimble
Tim King
Debbie Kirby
Brad Kohler
Amanda Korodi
Carol Kress
John Kromer
Kim Kurak
Sarah Kurtz
Mia Kutchukian

Linda Laberge
Michelle LaBombard
Barbara LaFramboise
Kate LaMancuso
Evelyn Landis
Joann Langrock
Linn Larson
Lise Lathrop
Matt LaValley
Peggy Lawrence
Larry Lawson
Merle Lee-Edwards
Melanie Leider
Brittany Leno
Susie Leonard
Brandon Levenson
Nancy Lewis
Patty Lewis
Eric Lindstrom
Joelle Logan
Marjorie London
Rachel Longaway

Carrie MacFarlane
Laura Mack
Kathy Mackey
Neil Mackey
Sue Mackey
Courtney Mackey
Jill Madden
Mike Maheu
Larry Maier
Kathy Malzac
Dorothy Mammen
Michael Manley
Deborah Many
George Marcus
Nancy Marcus
Liz Marino
Liz Markowski
Conor Marrinan
Patti Marrinan
Megan Marsh
Sara Marshall
Cindy Marshall
Hannah Martin
Rux Martin
Liz Martino
Aiden Masters
Abby Matson
George Matthew
Alice Maurer
Nancy Maxwell
Chip Mayer
Pat Mayo
Meghan McAlary
Amy McAninch

Stuart McAninch
Susannah McCandless
Patty McCormick
Helen McFerran
Grace McGrath
Ed McGuire
Lynn McKenna
Lucy McKeon
Marilyn McLaughlin
Aidan McMillan
Carolina Menendez
   Ferreira
Robert Merchant
George Merkel
Barbara Merz
John Metcalfe
Daniela Michaels
Ed Miller
Rick Miller
Jeff Minns
Joy Minns
Rob Moeller
Chris Monje
Alan Moore
Tom Morgan
Elizabeth Morrison
Pat Morrow
Lenore Morse
Janet Mosurick
Karin Mott
Alicia Moyer
Kerry Mulcahy
Lorrie Muller
Maryann Mullins
Alice Munson
Julia Munz
Peg Myhre
Scott Myrick

Mike Nason
Elizabeth Nault
Terrence Naumann
Fran Nelson
Nora Nelson
Susan Nelson
Dottie Neuberger
Ruby Neustadt
Ryan Nevius
Tom Nicholson
Bridget Nilsson
Jenn Nixon

Mary O’Brien
Elizabeth Oettinger
Lauren Ogden
Jeff Olson
K.O. Onufry
Nancy Orvis
Shawn Oxford

Cathy Palmer
Gisela Palmer
Kathy Palmer
Diane Palmeri
Shirley Parfitt
Garreth Parizo
Wendy Parker
Faith Parkins
Julie Parkinson
Jaime Parmelee
Julie Peddie
Don Peddie
Lucy Pelligrini
Sarah Peluso
Natalie Peters, emeritus
Terri Phelps
Kristin Phillips
Jane Phinney
Priscilla Pierce
Paige Pierson
Myrrh Pitkin
Nikhil Plouffe
May Poduschnick
Robert Poirier
Susan Polk
Stacey Powers
Chris Prickett
Marilyn Prior
Eben Punderson
Linda Punderson
Dorothy Punderson
Holly Puterbaugh
Deanetta Putnam
Spence Putnam
Will Pyle

Amy Quenneville
David Quesnel
Kevin Quiet
Diane Quiet

     A
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     Y

Jill Rainville 
Yvonne Rathbun
Kathleen Ready
Patricia Reid
Steve Reigle
Nancy Remsen
Alice Reynolds
Sheila Rheaume
Adam Rice
Llyn Rice
Pearl Riney
Mary Rizos
Sarah Robart
Sean Roberts
Elizabeth Robinson
James Robinson
Erin Roche
Alicia Rodriguez
Laurene Rogers
Ronnie Romano
Gaziena Roorda
Lizzie Ross
Danielle Rougeau
Julian Roy
Erin Ruble
Ron Rucker
Nancy Rucker
Paul Ruffolo
Jim Runcie
Paige Russell
Maggie Ryan
Samantha Ryan
Vera Ryersbach
Peter Ryersbach

Marshall Sanchez
Steven Sanchez
Monica Sanchez Webb
Lena Sandler
Marilyn Sandoval Nulsen
Pat Santner
Santo Santoriello
Gary Sarachan
Lisa Sargent
Mary Saudade
Barb Saunders
Sibylle Saunders
Maxine Saville
Nancy Sawyer
Chris Schaner
Monica Schaner
Ed Scollon
Grace Seale
Sue Sears
Maggi Shadroui
Regina Shea
Jane Shepard
Kieran Sheridan
Deborah Sherry
Mark Shiff
Russ Sholes
Joey David Siesholtz
Emily Silman
Virginia Silvey
Dina Sipley
Nancy Skidmore
Gerry Slager
Earlene Smith
Kathleen Smith
Steve Smith
Tom Smith
Paul  Smith
Scott Smith
Sarah Sodaro
Pam Spatafora
Thomas Spencer
Chris Spencer
Sue Spitzner
Anja Stadelmann
Sarah Stahl
David Stameshkin
Beth Stanway
Darlene Stark
Kathy Starr
Scott Steady
Jay Stearns
Jane Steele 
Linda Steele
Joyce Stephens
Bonnie Stevens
Roza Stewart
Gloria Stokes
Frances Stone
Jeremy Stone

Susan Stone
Sharon Strassner
Rex Stratton
Walter Stugis
Chuck Strum
Lewis Suchomel
Nick Suchomel
Dave Sullivan
Christie Sumner
Rich Surprenant
Kelly Sweeney

T Tall
Cy Tall
Carolyn Tallen
Charlotte Tate
Zahra Tavalxoli
Anne Taylor
Karen Taylor
John Tenny
Ken Terrien
Bern Terry
Amy Tewksbury
Winky Thomas
Lois Thompson
Carolyn Thompson
Andrea Tibbetts
Mary Beth Tichacek
Valerie Tilford
Gina Tindall
Abby Tinsley
Eileen Toomey
Silas Towler
Sarah Tully
Becky Turner
Helen Turner
Stanley Turner
Jeff Tweedy

Cherie Vachon
Roberto Veguez
Susan Veguez
Maria Luisa Verduzco
Tom Verner
Jill Vickers
Hector Vila
Sawyer Visco-Lyons

Ed Wageman
Jessica Wagener
Connie Wagner
Jan Walker
Kim Walker
Kate Wallace
Nancy Ward
Cynthia Watters
Peter Welch
Vicki Wells
Cindy Wemette
Edgar  Whitney
Vicky Wideman 
Dick Wien
Judy Wiger-Grohs
Mark Wilch
Jill Wilkens
Ken Williams
Kate Williams
Heidi Willis
Barb Wilson
Nolan Wilson
Lisa Winkler
Naomi Wolcott-MacCausland
Anna Wolosinski
Craig Wolosinski
Marnie Wood
Sara Woodruff
Lauren Wright
Rosalie Wright-Lapin
Skip Wyer

Grace Yasewicz
Amy Young
Jordan Young II

John Zahn
Pat Zeliff
Maja Zimmermann

     R
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of newborns a board book and 
information about the Dolly Parton’s 
Imagination Library program.  

The Imagination Library has 
proven to be immensely popular with 
children and parents alike. Parents 
frequently report that receiving a 
book in the mail is the highlight of 
their children’s day and that many 
DPIL books are among the most 
cherished in their collection. Parents 
have told Addison County Readers 
that a new book came in the mail and 
they had to read it three times before 
their child was willing to leave the 
house the next day. For families 
whose resources are limited, the 
program has turned out to be an 
especially important resource.

In Addison County the program 
was initiated in 2007 by Ilsley 
Public Library and its then-director 
David Clark for Middlebury 
children. It was the first program 
offered in Vermont. Before any 
books were even shipped, Addison 
County Readers (ACR), a Vermont 
non-profit, was created to expand 
the program to all of Addison 
County. Addison County Readers is 
an all-volunteer organization which 

has been sponsoring the program 
since the first books were shipped in 
January 2008.

The Addison County program 
currently provides books to more 
than 1,000 children in all 23 county 
towns. There are 15 Dolly Parton’s 
Imagination Library affiliates in the 
Vermont that send books to almost 
5,000 children. There is a legislative 
proposal to expand the program to 
cover the entire state.

Many members of the ACR board 
have been with the organization for 
over a decade. Dinah Bain and Pat 
Anderson have been involved with 
Addison County Readers and the 
program from the very beginning 
in 2007. Mary Dodge, a former 
kindergarten teacher, has been 
involved for almost as long. 

The group feels strongly that the 
best way to support literacy and 
have children ready for school is 
to provide books in the home. That 
has been shown to have the most 
effective and long-lasting impact. To 
further this mission as a volunteer 
with Addison County Readers, 
please visit addisoncountyreaders.
org.

Readers
(Continued from Page 1C)

BRISTOL — Volunteers have 
been working hard to update 
the skatepark at the Bristol Hub 
Teen Center, next to the Bristol 
recreation fields. Supporters are 
working to replace all the metal 
and make sure the wood structures 
are solid. 

With the warm and dry weather 
coming, the Hub is looking to 
address more skatepark deficiencies 
and thus needs more helpers. Those 
who are interested should email 

Taylor Welch at bristolhub@gmail.
com. Please include your phone 
number or email address, as well 
as when during the week you might 
be available, and you’ll receive 
a text or email suggesting work 
times/dates.

The Hub Teen Center & 
Skatepark serves youth from 
ages 12 to 19 with the mission 
of providing a safe, supervised, 
substance-free environment when 
school is not in session.

Skatepark needs volunteers

Rough and ready to help
A GROUP OF teenage volunteers from the Congregational Church 

of Middlebury’s youth group gave four days of their time and effort to 
haul wooden logs 3.5 miles up the Emily Proctor Trail in the Green 
Mountains this past July. The wood provided the foundations for 
a “moldering privy,” a type of outdoor restroom that provides less 
potential for groundwater contamination and also accelerates the 
decomposition of human waste. The youngsters and a few adult 
advisers also constructed the privy’s foundations, leaving the next 
set of volunteers who’ll work on the outhouse a generous head start. 
Above, Jack Wallace drills a pilot hole in lumber that will be part of 
the foundation with help from Amanda Kearns and Lucas Nelson. 
Left, Anna Berg nails together the foundation with assistance from 
Peter Nelson.
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 Richard Brach, Open Door Clinic  
 Rich started volunteering for the Open Door Clinic back in 2014, when he was a Middlebury 

College student, and would come each year to do the unsavory task of moving a year’s worth 
of charts from one file cabinet to another. A pre-med student then, Rich didn’t speak Spanish 
and was willing to help in any way he could. It’s been a pleasure to see him graduate from 
Middlebury, get accepted to medical school, and become fluent in Spanish along the way. 
Rich is on the verge of graduating and starting an exciting new chapter of residency at UCLA 
with our beloved staff member Paola – who he met while volunteering at ODC! Even in his 
fourth year of medical school, Rich continues to volunteer in any way he can, either greeting 
patients at the front desk, helping them fill bags with food through our gleaning collaboration, 
or interpreting for their appointment. What does Rich enjoy most about volunteering? “The 
people. ODC attracts some of the kindest, most dedicated, and most interesting people as 
volunteers and staff. They put 110% effort into their work on any task, no matter how small, 
and the energy of this work environment is contagious and motivates me to be more dedicated 
and humanistic. The same can be said for the patients we serve, many of whom volunteer 
alongside us. The collaborative nature of this organization’s work brings us closer and makes 
everyone better human beings.” For the past four years Rich has also volunteered with an UVM 
medical student group called “Here to Help”, providing meals, clothes, hygiene products, 
showers, haircuts, and other resources to low-income individuals. “We host the event every 
3rd Saturday of the month in the multipurpose room of the First Congregational Church in 
Burlington. My primary role has been giving free haircuts (I cut my own!) and trying to recruit 
other volunteer hairstylists.” We will miss you – and Paola – very much, Rich. Thank you for 
everything you’ve done for the Open Door Clinic over the last eight years.

Kathleen Ready, Open Door Clinic 
 Kathleen Ready, RN, started volunteering at the Open Door Clinic back in 2009. After 

a couple of years, she took some off time from us, and rejoined the ODC when we most 
needed her: March 2020, as the pandemic was unfolding. Kathleen enthusiastically and 
competently jumped right into the chaotic fray of the clinic during COVID and kept us 
afloat. Not only is she a calming, kind presence, but she is a quick learner and incredibly 
generous with her time. “What I most enjoy about volunteering at the ODC is the optimism 
that is shared by the patients, staff and volunteers. Despite the challenges that the ODC 
community experiences, everyone is working hard to take care of themselves and their 
families. It is a positive place with a big heart.”, she says. Kathleen lives in New Haven and 
has dedicated about 160 hours to the ODC since she started. The community is lucky to 
have you, Kathleen. We couldn’t have accomplished what we did in the last couple of years 
without you, thank you very much!

 Alicia Rodriguez, Open Door Clinic 
 Alicia Rodriguez, a resident of Salisbury, has served for a number of years on Open 

Door Clinic’s Board, but this is not her only role. She started volunteering back in 2015 as 
a medical interpreter. “I most enjoy helping interpret for the Hispanic community, giving 
them confidence in something as important as health. When I arrived in Vermont, my 
husband and I didn’t speak English and we were in the same situation as many of ODC’s 
patients. When my daughter was born, I only had access to an interpreter over the phone 
and he wasn’t even Spanish-speaking. It was traumatic for me to feel so vulnerable, not be 
able to express myself, and not have someone to represent me in something as important 
as health. I also love being able to work together with the doctors, especially with Dr. 
(Christopher) Grace. It is an honor for me to be able to work with them and see that our 
interests align to make patients feel confident knowing that we can meet their medical 
needs. It also makes me feel very happy to be able to give a little, given how much ODC 
gives to the Mexican community.” Alicia has also been volunteering at the Festival on the 
Green for around 15 years, doing whatever is needed, such as setting up chairs, cleaning 
up after the show is over, collecting donations, and working in the kitchen. And two years 
ago, she was one of the founders of St. Ambrose/St. Peter’s Migrant Outreach Caring 
Community. “We provide spiritual help to the Hispanic community organizing a minimum 
of four masses in Spanish a year, followed by a gathering with donated food to share with 
other community members. I think that socializing is very important because, as we know, 
working on the farms is very isolating. We also cover other needs such as clothing, air 
conditioners in summer, and food pantries.” Our community is certainly lucky to have you, 
Alicia! Thank you for your dedication all these years, we can’t express how much proud we 
are of you, and how grateful we are for your services. ¡Muchas gracias! 

Susan “Chuchi” Veguez, Open Door Clinic  
 Susan Veguez, also affectionately known as “Chuchi”, started volunteering for the Open 

Door Clinic about two decades ago. We started documenting her hours back in 2005, when our 
system was set up, but she probably started a few years before that. Since then, we’ve recorded 
about 710 hours of volunteering, and those are only the hours we’ve been able to document. 
We feel safe to say Susan has volunteered at least ten times that number! Susan dedicates her 
days helping Latinx children and mothers around Addison County getting whatever they need, 
should it be enrolling for Dr. Dynasaur, getting to soccer practice, interpreting at medical 
appointments, dentists, specialists, school meetings, you name it. Her love and commitment 
deservingly won her WomenSafe’s Kimberly Krans Award in 2015. “I enjoy working with the 
wonderful, dedicated staff at ODC, and of course the many hard-working families who keep 
our farms going and enrich our community in so many ways. The immigrant families that 
depend on the wonderful staff and volunteers at ODC have enriched all our lives far more than 
we could have imagined decades ago!” A resident of Cornwall, Susan has served in ODC’s 
Board of directors in the past, when she was critical to increasing our services to non-English 
speaking patients. She has also volunteered doing morning chores at a horse barn for many 
years, and for about 40 years, Susan taught figure skating as a volunteer to area youth (and 
in later years to the children of farm workers). Susan is a steadfast volunteer who supports our 
clinic in whatever way we ask her to. We couldn’t do it without you, Susan, and we are very 
grateful you and Roberto chose to call Addison County your home. ¡Muchas gracias!

MANY THANKS TO  
COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS

We are seeking to grow our volunteer 
program. Our in-depth comprehensive 
volunteer training is remote, online,
and self-paced. If you are a trained 

volunteer or a new volunteer,
we would love to meet you!

254 Ethan Allen Highway, New Haven (Rte 7)  |  ACHHH.org

Addison County Home Health and Hospice  
salutes the community volunteers
who are using their time,
talents and resources to help others
in these challenging times.
We are especially
thankful for our agency
volunteers who visit
our patients and
provide such warmth
and comfort to them.

To learn more about our  
growing volunteer program please contact  

Heather Barry at  
802-388-7259 or hmbarry@achhh.org

Thank you, 
Addison County 

volunteers! 
You help keep this  
community going!

32 PINE ST   | BRISTOL, VT  05443   |  802-453-2381  |  JackmansInc.com

Amanda Bodell, Addison County Restorative Justice Services 
Amanda Bodell, of Waltham, has been a volunteer with Addison County Restorative Justice 

Services for the past year. Amanda meets with other panel volunteers and ACRJ staff to work with 
program participants as they account for their actions, acknowledge those affected, and plan for 
repair/restoration to move forward with their lives. She is thoughtful and empathic towards the 
participants and supportive in helping them think about repairing harm. Amanda most enjoys the 
sense of community built as panel members, and participants develop an understanding of each 
other. “The program’s success requires open, honest communication and full commitment by 
all involved. It is rewarding to see the positive impact the Restorative Justice process can have in 
supporting people to repair harm and plan for more physically, socially and emotionally healthy 
futures.” Amanda also volunteers her time at the Boys and Girls Club in Vergennes and Sweet 
Charity ReSale Store. Thank you for all you do, Amanda!

To all our wonderful volunteers, 
thank you for helping to keep the 
wheels of our community turning 

- even during the pandemic!
We could not do it without you!

282 Boardman St., Middlebury • 802-388-3608
www.hope-vt.org

33 Seymour Street | Middlebury | 388-7620

Let us help you drive 
safe. Stop in today!

Thank you  
volunteers for  
keeping our 
community  

running.

PARTS & SUPPLIES



NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK • Addison Independent, Thursday, April 21, 2022 — PAGE 5C

National VOLUNTEER WEEKVOLUNTEER WEEK Celebrate Service
April 17-23, 2022

Homeward Bound
Addison County’s Humane Society

236 Boardman St. • Middlebury • 388-1100

Please visit our website
www.homewardboundanimals.org

for information on our 
volunteer program.

Homeward Bound wants all 
our volunteers – our board 
members, our dedicated dog 
walkers and cat socializers, 
our dynamic community 
outreach ambassadors, our 
tireless foster care families, 
our clerical and customer 
service folks, and everyone 
in the community who steps 
up when asked for help – to 
know how very grateful we are for your support 
and commitment!

Grace McGrath, Addison 
County Restorative 
Justice Services 

 Grace McGrath of Middlebury 
has been a volunteer with 
Addison County Restorative 
Justice Services for the past 
five years. Grace serves on 
Restorative Justice Panels and 
her role involves supporting 
participants to be accountable 
for their actions and make 
repairs for those actions. Grace 
enjoys her work and finds it 
rewarding to help people who 
have committed crimes accept 
responsibility, make amends 
to victims, and restore the 
community’s trust. “Grace is 
thoughtful and empathetic and 
always brings clarity to her work 
with participants,” describes 
ACRJS Executive Director Jean 
Stone. “She is a valued member 

Kate Williams, Addison 
County Restorative 
Justice Services 

 Kate Williams of Leicester 
has served as a Panel Member 
for Addison County Restorative 
Justice Services for the past year. 
Kate joins other community 
members on the panel to talk 
with people who have offended 
and help them take responsibility 
for their actions and take steps 
to repair what harm they have 
caused. Kate shares, “I feel that 
we need a more restorative 
and less punitive system for 
those who break the law in this 
community.” ACRJS Executive 
Director Jean Stone appreciates 
Kate’s help and describes, 
“Kate participates on both 
the Diversion and Reparative 
Panels. She is skilled at asking 
questions to support participants 
and to help them to understand 

Elizabeth Oettinger, 
Addison County 
Restorative Justice 
Services  

Elizabeth Oettinger, of 
Middlebury, has been an ACRJS 
Community Representative for 
the past 6 months. Elizabeth 
represents the community at 
monthly panel meetings where 
offenders become accountable, 
make repair actions, and 
move forward. What she most 
appreciates about the work is “the 
chance to help the offenders, the 
victim, and the community heal 
and move forward together”. 
Executive Director Jean Stone is 
grateful for her help, “Elizabeth 
volunteers her time on Diversion 
and Reparative Panels. She 
is thoughtful and committed 
to restorative justice, and we 
are fortunate to have her!”. 
Elizabeth has been involved with 
St. Stephen’s Church for the past 

Steve Jewett, Addison County Restorative Justice Services 
 Steve Jewett of Middlebury has volunteered with Addison County Restorative Justice Services 

for the past 2 years. Steve participates in groups that support people being released from 
incarceration, providing weekly support and accountability. He also sits on panels that seek to 
help restore damage a convict has done to the community and their victims. “I enjoy working 
with such dedicated staff and community members,” says Steve. “I’m learning a lot about our 
justice system and the background stories of people who are trying to re-center our community. 
I enjoy the friendships most of all”. Jean Stone of ACRJS expresses, “Steve is a member of our 
Circles of Support and Accountability Team (COSA), which supports high-risk individuals re-
entering the community from incarceration. The focus is on increasing safety for the community 
as well as the participant. Steve is kind and caring and is committed to supporting participants 
to make healthy, lasting change. During the past two years, Steve has attended COSA virtually 
from different locations around the globe”. Steve has volunteered with the Charter House 
Coalition for 10 years, and has sung with the Middlebury Congregational Church for the past 
7 years. We are grateful for your contributions, Steve!

Peter Ryersbach, Addison County Restorative Justice Services  
Peter Ryersbach of Starksboro has volunteered with Addison County Restorative Justice 

Services for the past 13 Years. While serving as a Board Member, Peter trained to work on 
Court Diversion Panels. He has continued in that role and become a team member with Core 
Participants of the Circle of Support and Accountability (COSA) and on Tamarack and Reparative 
Panels.  It is meaningful to Peter that the community of people involved help validate that harm 
done does not discredit the humanity of the person doing harm and accepting responsibility for 
their actions. He most appreciates how “the COSA, especially, becomes a social family, sharing 
food, sharing thoughts, sharing feelings, and sharing insight.” Jean Stone, Executive Director for 
ACRJS describes, “Peter is passionate about restorative justice and giving back to his community. 
Peter has served on the Board of Directors in the past and is involved with several panels. He has 
gone above and beyond, most recently collecting signatures for ACRJS in Starksboro where he 
resides. We truly appreciate everything he does for ACRJS participants.” Peter has volunteered 
with the Guardian ad Litem Program 3 years and with the Starksboro Food Shelf for 6 years. 
Thank you for the difference you make, Peter!  

Cindy Wemette, Addison County Restorative Justice Services 
 Cindy Wemette of Middlebury began her work with Addison County Restorative Justice Services 

by serving as a member of the Court Diversion Panel and assisting with their accounting functions. 
Cindy has continued these roles and now serves as a Board Member for ACRJS. Cindy has 
appreciated the opportunity to broaden her knowledge of the restorative programs available 
to the residents of Addison County. She enjoys using her accounting background to assist the 
agency with internal controls, accounting, and audit needs and working with the dedicated 
staff. Jean Stone of ACRJS says, “Cindy has donated her time and efforts to support the agency 
and has a keen eye for detail that is so helpful. Her experience with accounting is invaluable, 
and she has been instrumental in helping the agency adjust its accounting practices during the 
pandemic to meet best practice”. Cindy formerly served as Treasurer for Friends of Hockey and 
the Congregational Church and worked as an AARP Tax-Aide Volunteer this year. Thank you for 
your generosity, Cindy!

Erin Ruble, Addison 
County Restorative 
Justice Services 

Erin Ruble of New Haven has 
served as a Reparative Panel 
member with Addison County 
Restorative Justice Services 
since 2016. In this role, Erin 
supports participants to take 
responsibility for their actions 
and make repairs for the 
harm they caused. Erin enjoys 
connecting with community 
members and helping to make 
things better. “I sit on panels that 
help guide participants to repair 
the damage they have caused 
so they can get their lives back 
on track.” 

Erin’s volunteer work also 
includes serving as a Board 
Member of Treleven (10 
years), coordinating Four 
Winds Nature Program for 
Beeman Elementary School (9 
years), and participating in the 
PTO for Beeman Elementary 
School (7 years). Erin also 
assisted with the Children’s 
Committee for Middlebury 

of our team.” In addition to 
her work with ACRJS, Grace 
also provides Pastoral Care at 
Middlebury Friends Meetings. 
Thank you for your generous 
support, Grace!  

Friends Meeting (8 years) and 
as a member of MAUSD’s 
Community Engagement and 
Input Committees. Jean Stone, 
Executive Director of ACRJS 
describes, “Erin is committed to 
making the community a healthy 
and safe place.” Thank you for 
the work you do, Erin! 

their impact.” Kate has also 
volunteered with Age Well’s 
Meals on Wheels for the past 
two years, and the Open Door 
Clinic for the past five years. 
Thank you for the work you do, 
Kate!  

15 years, Wellspring Hospice 
Singers for the past 14 years, 
and as a hospice volunteer for 
the past 12 years. Thank you for 
all you give to the community, 
Elizabeth!  

141A Main Street, Vergennes • 877-6200
www.sweetcharityvt.com

Proceeds from our sales help support 
Women of Wisdom; and Women, Children & Families.

AN INTERESTING
RESALE SHOP

AN INTERESTING
RESALE SHOP

AN INTERESTING
RESALE SHOP

Proceeds from our sales help support 
Women of Wisdom; and Women, Children & Families.

AN INTERESTING
RESALE SHOP

TH
ANK YOU to all our

SW
EET CHARITY VOLUNTEERS!Elsa Lang

Tom Turley

Suzanne Chornyak

Sarah O’Donnell

Peggy Moccia

Lenore Morse

Sally Worthington

Maggie Catillaz
Jessica 
Sturtevant

Sabrina 
Warner

APPRECIATES VOLUNTEERS!APPRECIATES VOLUNTEERS!

24 Hour Hotline: 802-388-4205   • info@womensafe.net

WomenSafe would like to thank
our 66 dedicated volunteers who
donated 7,861 hours of their time 

during the 2021 fi scal year by:

• Staffi ng our 24/7 hotline
• Assisting people at court
• Co-facilitating support groups
• Performing administrative tasks
• Serving on our Board of Directors
• Supporting our stewardship efforts

WomenSafe could not do our work 
without the dedication and commitment 
of our volunteers. We appreciate you all!
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 Mike Corbett, Middlebury Area Land Trust  
Michael served on the MALT Board of Directors for nearly 7 

years. He started as a board member and on our TAM Trek 
committee, then assumed the Treasurer role for a number 
of years, and ended his tenure as our most recent President. 
Michael was critical to MALT’s most recent growth and 
evolution. He helped us set ambitious goals and showed up to 
get them accomplished. From making announcements at our 
annual fundraiser, TAM Trek, to helping us update bylaws, and 
navigating tricky land development issues, Michael was deeply 
engaged. Jamie Brookside, MALT’s Executive Director describes, 
“Michael is not afraid of hard or complex undertakings. He 
pairs that ambition with his unique gift of building trust with 
those on his team. Naturally, Michael was a great fit for our 
Board President as MALT quadrupled our annual budget and 
pursued a staff growth from two part-time to three full-time staff.  
Michael has a keen eye for financial strategy and a hard time 
writing short speeches, which make us love him even more!” We 
just hired our third full-time staff this year, a milestone for the 
organization that we’re so proud of. We would not have reached 
it without Michael’s ambition and all-in attitude! Michael also 
lends his time to coach youth sports, and “enjoys seeing the 

Susan Polk, Middlebury Area Land Trust 
Susan Polk, of Middlebury, has been volunteering with the 

Middlebury Area Land Trust for the past 5 years. Susan helps 
with a lot of things, including bringing chocolate, sorting and 
organizing files, proofreading documents, helping with mailings, 
and volunteering at TAM Trek, but a common theme is that her 
head sits squarely on her shoulders when the heads of the MALT 
staff explode. She is the voice of reason, encouragement, and 
reality we all need! Her organizational skills are unmatched, and 
her advice on accounting and running a business is much needed. 
This year, Susan helped us move and organize our office to fit 
another full-time staff member. Now no one has to ask where 
things are because the way Susan did it simply...makes sense! 
Susan has also volunteered with the Ilsley Library Children’s 
Room, helping sort and organize the picture book section. Susan 
shares, “I like the feeling of having accomplished something that 
needs to be done, especially if it might not get done otherwise. I 
also like to help lighten the load for busy staff who juggle many 
responsibilities.” Thank you for all you give, Susan!

Charlotte Tate, 
Middlebury Area
Land Trust  

Charlotte has been with MALT 
for a long time. She seems to 
volunteer for everything from 
TAM Trek to Trail Steward 
to Land Monitor! She is 
dependable and offers valuable 
input to our projects. This winter, 
Charlotte became one of our 
first community scientists in our 
land monitoring program. She 
has taken charge of one of the 
conserved properties that MALT 
takes care of, and will monitor 
it yearly to ensure the terms of 
the conservation easement are 
being upheld. Her background 
and expertise make her an 
invaluable member of our team. 
Charlotte also volunteers with 
the Middlebury Conservation 
Commission, Green Mountain 
Club, and enjoys “helping to care 
for our beautiful environment 
and our special community”. We 
are so grateful for your support, 
Charlotte!

Barbara Andres, Salisbury Free Public Library   
Barbara Andres has been a dedicated volunteer with the Salisbury Free Public Library for many 

years. Barbara has served as a Board Member, Secretary, and Chairman of the library’s board of 
Trustees. Co-Board Member Mary Beth Tichacek describes, “Barbara has been the Chairman of 
the Salisbury Library Board of Trustees for 9 years and held the position of secretary for many years 
prior. She has been a member almost since its inception in the 1970s. Barbara has exhibited a love 
for our tiny little library and a desire to share the gems within it with the entire community. She has 
dreamed up and worked on many programs and events for all ages. Barbara is always open to new 
ideas and willing to get involved to ensure their success. Her love for community shines through in 
all that she does for the library”. Barbara has made many other contributions to the Addison County 
Community, including serving as Chair and Secretary of the Town Hall Renovation Committee (10 
years), as Secretary for the Salisbury Cemetery Committee, as Town Meeting Committee Organizer 
(3 years), and as a Poll Volunteer (3 years). She has organized the Salisbury Ice Cream Social 
for over 40 years. Barbara also participated in the Everybody Wins! Mentoring Program (5 years), 
was a member of the Foreign Language Committee at MUMS, and helped establish the Salisbury 
kindergarten. “I have greatly enjoyed bringing people together, especially when the collaboration 
results in improvements for the community. I continue to be inspired by what can be accomplished 
where ‘Small is Beautiful.’” We are grateful to you for your service, Barbara!  

Lucinda Cockrell, Henry Sheldon Museum   
Lucinda Cockrell of Lincoln has served as President of the Henry Sheldon Museum Board of Trustees 

and as a Research Center volunteer for the past 7 years. Lucinda wears many volunteer hats at the 
Henry Sheldon Museum, but they all involve helping bring Addison County’s history and culture 
alive through the collections and community connections. Lucinda began working with archivist 
Eva Garcelon-Hart in the Stewart-Swift Research Center in 2015, creating archival inventories, 
cataloging, preserving ephemera, manuscripts, documents, and other materials, writing grants, 
and preserving digital assets. Lucinda shares, “I love working with the collections to preserve them 
and make them accessible to the public, whether that be students, researchers, teachers, or anyone 
interested in life-long learning. I like the detailed work of inventorying and cataloging, researching 
and discovering hidden treasures!” In 2018, Lucinda joined the Board of Trustees, and in 2021 
she became Board President. Eva Garcelon-Hart describes, “Lucinda came to the Sheldon with an 
extensive professional background in archives. She is extremely dependable, conscientious, and a 
pleasure to work with. Her passion and enthusiasm for the Sheldon Museum and her volunteer work 
is inspiring. As President of the Sheldon’s Board of Trustees, Lucinda exhibited strong leadership 
skills as she navigated the staff and board through the transition toward a new directorship”. 
Lucinda loves working with the staff and Board members and seeing the Museum and Research 
Center thrive. “I can truly say the Sheldon is a rare gem in Middlebury and Addison County – one 
we should all take pride in to call our own. Nowhere else can say they have the oldest community-
based museum in the nation with such a rich cultural heritage!” Lucinda also volunteers her time 
at the Lincoln Library (7 years) and the Lincoln Historical Society (4 years). We are grateful for your 
many contributions, Lucinda!  

M E M B E R  O W N E D .  M E M B E R  C O M M I T T E D .

B U S I N E S S  •  H O M E  •  A U T O  •  F A R M
Middlebur y, VT •  802-388-7917 •  co-opinsurance.com

Thank You to all the Volunteers Making  
a Difference in Our Community

JACKMAN FUELS, INC.
Serving Addison & Chittenden Counties Since 1945

205 Main Street, Vergennes • jackmanfuels.com

Thank you to all  
Addison County volunteers!

PROPANE • ULTRA LOW SULFUR FUEL OIL • KEROSENE
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICES

802-877-2661

George Merkel, Addison 
County Restorative 
Justice Services 

Vergennes Police Chief 
George Merkel has served as 
a Board Member with Addison 
County Restorative Justice 
Services for the past two years. 
George values being a part of a 
group of community volunteers 
who assist and guide those 
who are or were in the criminal 
justice system. ACRJS Executive 
Director Jean Stone appreciates 
George’s willingness to answer 
questions and always help the 
agency. George is a former 
member of the Vergennes 
Rotary, and he and his wife 
are former volunteers with 
the Vergennes Boys and Girls 
Club and foster care parents. 
Thank you, George, for your 
commitment to Addison County 
Restorative Justice. 

Juliet Gerlin, Addison 
County Restorative 
Justice Services 

  Juliet Gerlin of Cornwall has 
been volunteering with ACRJS 
for over 10 years. As a Court 
Diversion Panel Member, she 
supports the participant in taking 
responsibility for their actions 
and making steps to repair what 
harm they have caused. “I listen 
to clients, and work with the 
group and client to come up 
with an appropriate resolution. I 
like being part of a community, 
feeling that I am contributing, 
and helping people who have 
made mistakes to find a path 
forward that is a good one for 
them.” ACRJS is thankful for her 
help and how supportive she 
is to participants while helping 
to hold them responsible for 

making amends. Juliet has also 
delivered Meals on Wheels for 
the past 20 years. Thank you for 
your dedication, Juliet!

impact of my efforts on the community”. Thank you for your generosity, Michael!

@bixby_library
802-877-2211 

BixbyLibrary.org

We Love Our
Bixby Volunteers!

For ALL you do
for the people

of our community,
THANK YOU!

20 Main Street  |  Vergennes

802.877.3371  |  VergennesAH.com

Vergennes Animal Hospital  
salutes the many volunteers  

who give their time
throughout the year

for the good of the community.

Follow our renovation progress

on social media @VergennesAH

Volunteers lend a hand

in making the Little City

the best that it can be!
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Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Vermont Realty Group

32 Merchants Row, Middlebury, VT
802-388-9836  •  vtregroup.com

Your Forever Realtors, Building Relationships One Home at a Time!

We enjoy our volunteer time and thank 
all the hard working volunteers!

Martin Isack,
Homeward Bound  

Martin Isack, known fondly 
as Marty, is an exceptional 
volunteer at Homeward Bound, 
Addison County’s Humane 
Society. Marty (aka The 
Energizer Bunny) helps us keep 
our dogs enthused and happy 
5 days a week. Upon arrival 
each morning, Marty provides 
kennel and yard maintenance 
for our dogs and then transitions 
over to dog enrichment in 
the afternoons. Whether it’s 
a chance to go for a ride or a 
long walk and romp around 
our fenced dog yard, dogs just 
adore time with Marty. With his 
infectious positivity and “can-do” 
attitude, Marty is always a joy to 
have around. Marty is never shy 
to offer up help to staff members 
and volunteers alike. We are so 
fortunate and grateful to have 
Marty as part of our volunteer 
team! 

 Judy Holmes, Homeward Bound  
Judy Holmes, has been volunteering with Homeward Bound for 

over 5 ½ years. Judy provides weekly Reiki to all of our animals. 
With the Let Animals Lead Reiki method our animals are able to 
decompress and comfortably adapt to their new environment. Not 
only is her meditation calming, but Judy has an overall sense of 
peacefulness that she brings every time we see her. She loves to help 
our four-legged friends, however she never forgets about the staff! 
Judy makes sure to keep our staff “sweet” by bringing in snacks 
and candy on a regular basis. In addition to the amazing work she 
does at Homeward Bound, Judy also finds time to volunteer at the 
Rutland County Humane Society once a month. We are always in 
awe at how well the animals respond to her presence! Judy - thank 
you for giving our animals a peace of mind and for keeping us 
“sweet”!

 Mei Mei Brown, Homeward Bound  
Meet Mei Mei Brown, a self-proclaimed “Cat Lady” 

and longtime volunteer with Homeward Bound.  We 
are just one of her many volunteer efforts. Mei Mei 
also volunteers with The Rutland County Humane 
Society, Brandon Free Public Library, Brandon Feral 
Cat Assistance Program, and the Safer Society 
Foundation. Here at Homeward Bound, Mei Mei 
volunteers her time as a PetCORE Case Worker 
and as a receptionist at our weekly PetCORE 
Wellness Clinics. In addition, you’ll find Mei Mei 
assisting our vet and surgical staff by providing 
post-surgical support during spay and neuter clinics. 
Mei Mei is always willing to help our animals and 
staff regardless of the task. When asked what she 
enjoys most about volunteering, Mei Mei stated “I 
find it very satisfying to be able to give back to my 
community. Cats and books are my passion. Making 
life better for the pets makes my heart sing”. You 
make our hearts sing Mei Mei and we can’t imagine 
our community without you and your great laugh!

Ed Scollon recovering a Revolutionary War canon ball from Arnold’s Bay last 
year, courtesy of the Lake Champlain Maritime Museum 

Ed Scollon, of Moriah, N.Y., has been a Research Associate with the Lake Champlain Maritime 
Museum for 23 Years. Ed has assisted with various underwater archaeological research projects and 
the Vermont Underwater Historic Preserve as a scuba diver, boat operator, and archaeologist. As 
a historian, he has assisted with archival research, helped direct and interpret their archaeological 
fieldwork, and has made several presentations interpreting their work to the public. Ed has also 
assisted the Museum with managing their dive equipment and working on the museum grounds. “I 
enjoy diving, history, archival research, and archaeology, living in the Champlain Valley, and being 
on and in Lake Champlain. My work with the Maritime Museum combines it all. Assisting the Museum 
in exploring, documenting, preserving, protecting, and interpreting the lake’s cultural resources has 
been among my most rewarding endeavors.” Chris Sabick, Director of Research and Archaeology for 
the LCMM describes, “Ed’s varied skill sets of being a detailed and organized historic researcher as 
well as a talented archaeological diver and vessel operator are an enormously useful combination. 
Ed went above and beyond this year by offering his vessel for museum dive operations. This required 
a significant investment of time and money to ensure that various operations around the Champlain 
Valley were carried out successfully and safely.” Thank you for your many contributions, Ed!

Roger Kayser, Boys & Girls Club of Greater Vergennes
A retired professional chef and resident of Panton, Roger has 

been a one of a kind volunteer for the Boys & Girls Club of Greater 
Vergennes. The Club has been fortunate to have Roger join us, taking 
lead in activities such as the Club’s cooking program and the 2022 
Jr. Iron Chef team. His approach to working with youth has been 
to guide and teach valuable skills for youth to have as personal life 
experiences. This deeply relates to the Club’s mission to provide 
unique experiences for Boys & Girls Club members. Roger came to 
the Club as a volunteer two years ago to teach and mentor youth 
through numerous outlets of skills development. Since his time, he 
has made sure to keep in touch with the Club and offer assistance in 
all areas. His ability to create relationships and guide youth through 
hands-on activities goes the extra mile. Roger is such a delight to work 
with and we are so fortunate to count on Roger volunteering his time 
at the Boys & Girls Club of Greater Vergennes.

Emily Bulczynski, Nutrition Outreach & Mentoring  
Emily Bulczynski ‘22 is the President of the Middlebury College Community Engagement 

Organization, Nutrition Outreach & Mentoring (NOM), which provides mentorship to local youth 
through the cooking and enjoyment of food and learning about nutrition. As the club President, 
Emily coordinates partnerships with local schools and organizations, including Mary Hogan 
Elementary, Middlebury Union Middle, and the Addison Teen Center. Emily also consults with local 
dieticians and nutritionists to ensure programming is rooted in best practices for teaching kids 
about nutrition. “It’s really fun to connect with the kids while we cook together and to talk about 
trying new foods! It’s awesome when we get them to try new things like new types of vegetables, 
and it’s fun to share recipe and cooking ideas with the kids and families we work with.” Emily has 
been part of NOM for 2.5 years and works hard to plan fun and engaging activities for kids while 
recruiting new college students. Thank you for the difference you make, Emily! 

 Abbey Tinsley, Middlebury College Access Mentors 
 Abbey Tinsley ‘23 is the Co-President of the Middlebury College Community Engagement 

Organization, Middlebury College Access Mentors (MiddCAM). MiddCAM matches college 
student volunteers with local high school students to help them navigate the higher education 
admissions and financial aid process. Abbey helps coordinate mentor pairings, provides 
resources and tools to mentors and mentees, and coordinates the partnership with school 
partners. Under Abbey’s leadership, MiddCAM has worked hard to adapt their model to the 
ever-changing COVID-19 protocols, ensuring that the community is safe and that mentors 
and mentees can continue to meet regularly. Abbey helps oversee, train, and match about 
20 mentor/mentee pairs. She shares, “I truly love building relationships with the students we 
work with, and my favorite is when they decide where they want to go to school.” Thank you 
for all you do, Abbey! 

www.VergennesDowntown.org

Sincere thanks to the volunteers Sincere thanks to the volunteers 
who put their heart and energies who put their heart and energies 

into making the Little City a into making the Little City a 
great place to live, work, & play!great place to live, work, & play! 

Let’s get social:
@VergennesPartnership 

99 Court Street,  
Middlebury, VT  

www.RainbowVT.com

We are grateful
for all volunteers
who help our

community grow strong! 
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 Anna Hardway, HOPE 
Anna Hardway, of Middlebury, has been a 

food shelf volunteer with HOPE for the past 11 
years. Anna enjoys helping clients eat better and 
finds it rewarding to help others. Anna Freund, 
Food Programs Coordinator with HOPE, 
appreciates all the ways she helps out, “Anna 
helps customers in the food shelf, restocks the 
shelves, and assists with grinding coffee. She is 
always willing to pick up additional shifts and 
help us on-board new food shelf volunteers”. 
Anna has also been a long-time volunteer with 
the Community Suppers at the Congregational 
Church. She has made cookies for the Friday 
Night Suppers for the past 11 years! Thank you 
for everything you do, Anna! 

 Geoff Conrad, HOPE 
Geoff Conrad of Middlebury has 

volunteered in HOPE’s Food Shelf for the 
past two years. HOPE’s Food Program 
Coordinator, Anna Freund appreciates 
his generous support and how Geoff 
“is always willing to pitch in wherever 
needed.” Geoff enjoys his work and 
finds it gratifying to help others in need. 
He has been a Rotary Club Member for 
the past 10 years. This year he recruited 
members to help pack and deliver 
vacation snack bags to the local schools. 
Geoff has been a Shard Villa Board 
Member for 2 years and volunteered 
with Addison County Home Health and 
Hospice for 1 year.  Thank you for all 
you give, Geoff!

Rita Glidden, HOPE  
Rita Glidden of Cornwall has been a Food 

Shelf Volunteer at HOPE for the past 5 years. 
Rita enjoys stocking the shelves, packaging 
produce for distribution and helping clients 
that come in. She also offers sewing classes 
and shares cooking tips with clients. HOPE’s 
Food Programs Coordinator Anna Freund, 
appreciates Rita’s caring and welcoming nature 
and all she does to support the organization. 
Thank you for all you do for HOPE, Rita! 

Kathy Palmer, HOPE  
Kathy Palmer of Vergennes has been 

volunteering at HOPE for the past 18 years. Kathy 
assists in the warehouse and has also donated 
time to help in the food shelf. In the warehouse, 
Kathy sorts and prices household items, sorts 
and hangs clothing, and assists with incoming 
donations. Kathy shares, “I enjoy seeing people 
who I’ve known for years, and having fun with the 
employees and customers.” HOPE’s Warehouse 
Manager, Penny Thompson, greatly appreciates 
Kathy’s support. “Kathy was an employee in the 
past and that experience is priceless. Now she 
uses those skills to help out as a volunteer. She 
can jump into several tasks and work right along 
with us, always with a smile and a great sense of 
humor!” Thank you for your support, Kathy!

Mary Ruth Crawford, HOPE  
Mary Ruth Crawford of Middlebury is known 

to many as “The Book Lady”! Mary Ruth has 
been volunteering with HOPE since 1979. 
Her volunteer work involves sorting, pricing 
and shelving book donations for HOPE’s 
Resale shop. Mary Ruth is passionate about 
what she does and describes, “I love being 
at HOPE and believe in their mission. I am 
happy that my accumulated years of book 
skills are useful to them.” Penny Thompson 
manages the warehouse and is grateful for 
Mary Ruth’s expertise, “Mary Ruth oversees 
the quality of the books coming in. She has 
the ability to handle hundreds of pieces a day 
due to her experience and love of books. We 
also appreciate her help making displays and 
visiting with folks about books.” Thank you for 
your dedication to HOPE, Mary Ruth

Tom Smith, HOPE 
Tom Smith of Ripton has been 

volunteering with HOPE for 7 years. 
Tom enjoys the opportunity to help offer 
clients a choice of food items rather 
than receiving a box of pre-packed 
items. HOPE appreciates his help, “Tom 
helps customers shop in the food shelf 
and picks up milk and eggs from local 
farms. He has attention for detail and he 
keeps a close eye on our supplies”. Tom 
also volunteers with the Ripton Energy 
Assistance Program, Age Well’s Meals 
on Wheels Program, and the Addison 
Community Athletic Foundation. Thank 
you for your generosity, Tom!

Kathy Mackey, HOPE 
Kathy Mackey of Middlebury has 

volunteered in HOPE’s warehouse for 
the past 20 years. Kathy helps with new 
products and is great at looking up items 
of value. She also has a good eye for 
knowing the worth of different pieces 
including art, jewelry, collectibles, and 
clothing. Thank you for your support, 
Kathy!

Santo Santoriello, HOPE 
Santo Santoriello of Bristol assists HOPE 

as a Food Delivery Driver. Santo has been 
a volunteer with HOPE for the past several 
months, and enjoys being of help to those 
in need. Santo also volunteers with Age 
Well’s Meals on Wheels Program. Thank 
you for your contributions, Santo! 

Mike Nason, HOPE 
Mike Nason of Lincoln has served as 

a Board Chair Member of HOPE for the 
past 4 years. Mike enjoys being involved 
and supporting HOPE’s mission. Mike has 
also served as a mentor at the Lincoln 
Community School. We are grateful for all 
you do, Mike!

Bridget Hauman, Homeward Bound  
Bridget Hauman of Williston has been volunteering with Homeward Bound 

for over 5 years. Bridget comes weekly to socialize our kittens and cats and 
give them one-on-one time. She helps them learn how to interact with people 
by acclimating them to human touch, noises, and different textures. In addition, 
Bridget is also a dedicated foster mom to our felines who need a cozy home while 
awaiting adoption. Proudly a three-time foster failure and now with three cats of 
her own, her love knows no boundaries. When asked about volunteering, Bridget 
says “Giving my love & attention to cats waiting for their forever homes is very 
gratifying & the affection I receive back is a reward in itself”. We are so fortunate 
to have Bridget’s support. Her kindness and compassion for all creatures makes 
a huge impact here at Homeward Bound and we couldn’t be more grateful!

Photos Unavailable

Ordinary People
Selfless Acts

Vergennes Lions—We Serve.

The COVID-19 Vaccination 
Clinic has moved to the 

MREMS station located at 
55 Collins Drive in Middlebury. 

The new hours of operation 
are 9 am - 4 pm on Tuesdays, 

Thursdays and Fridays. 
No appointment necessary.

Middlebury Regional EMS salutes the 
dedicated volunteers from our community 

serving with our organization as well as those 
Emergency Medical Responders volunteering 

with local First Response Agencies
and other local ambulance services.  

CHC is home to an amazing group of dedicated volunteers.
The community we serve grows in ways unimaginable because of the 

commitment and encouragement of each person and organization
that supports our work. With admiration and gratitude
for all of the hours and miles, we sincerely thank you! 

To volunteer email volunteer@chcvt.org.

Owners of Treeline Terrains, (Midd Alums) join us every Saturday
evening to cook, dine and enjoy board games after the meal.

(L to R: Nathaniel Klein, Alex Gemme, Jacob Freeman)

Charter House Coalition

THANK YOU!
Students, Faculty, Staff, and 

Community Partners for your resilience 

and continued commitment

to public service this year.

-The Center for Community Engagement

Page One Literacy Project students prepare
Diwali-themed craft kits for the Ilsley Library

to give out to families.
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Steve Reigle, HOPE 
Steve Reigle of Weybridge has 

been a Food Delivery Driver with 
HOPE for the past 8 years. Steve 
appreciates his work, especially 
his interactions with clients, “I 
enjoy the smiles I get from clients 
when I deliver food”. 

We are grateful for your help, 
Steve!

Mary Saudade, HOPE  
Mary Saudade of Addison has 

been volunteering with HOPE 
as a Food Shelf Delivery Driver 
for the past few months. Mary 
enjoys the opportunity to give 
back to the community and 
support those in need. Mary 
also volunteers her time with 
the Champlain Valley Unitarian 
Universalist Society. Thank you 
for your work, Mary!

Photos Unavailable

 Maxine Saville, HOPE 
Maxine Saville of Orwell has been a volunteer 

driver with HOPE for the past year. Maxine picks 
up donated produce and baked goods from 
Hannaford Foods on Tuesdays, and delivers 
food to local families. Maxine enjoys “listening 
to the radio while on her routes, and meeting 
and supporting the community”. Anna Freund, 
Food Programs Coordinator, appreciates 
Maxine’s assistance as a delivery driver and 
has also her help with gleaning for HOPE. 
Thank you for your contributions, Maxine!

Valerie Tilford, HOPE 
Valerie Tilford of Middlebury has been a volunteer 

with HOPE for the past 5 years. Valerie assists with 
reception for the food shelf – she greets clients, checks 
clients in for the food shelf, and triages phone calls. 
Valerie enjoys helping, giving back, and being a 
part of a crucial and supportive organization. Kerry 
Conley, HOPE’s Services Manager shares, “Val is 
very kind and patient with clients. She always has 
a smile on her face when she’s here and is willing 
to help out where needed.” Thank you for all you 
give, Valerie!

Rick Miller, HOPE  
Rick Miller of Middlebury has been assisting in HOPE’s Food Shelf for the past 4 years. 

Rick stocks shelves, helps clients, unloads the food bank truck and date codes donations. 
He volunteers because he enjoys helping and being with people. Anna Freund, Food 
Programs Coordinator, is thankful to Rick for his service, “We really appreciate Rick’s help 
and how he always has a smile.”  Thank you for all you do, Rick!

Dan Currier, HOPE 
Dan Currier of Vergennes has 

been a volunteer with HOPE for 
the past 10 years. Dan assists 
with maintenance such as 
managing woodshed donations, 
helping with house cleanouts, 
picking up donations, and 
recycling unwanted products at 
the transfer station. Thank you 
for all you do, Dan!

Saturday, April 23 (10 a.m.-
noon in Bristol at the gazebo 
on the town green and 1-3 p.m. 
at the recreation pavilion in 
Middlebury next to Mary Hogan 
Elementary School).

Sampling begins this 
Tuesday, April 26, in the Lemon 
Fair, New Haven River, Little 
Otter Creek, Middlebury River, 
Dead Creek and Barnes Brook 
watersheds.

If you’d like to volunteer 
contact Matthew Witten, 
ACRWC managing director, 
at 802-434-3236 or acrwcvt@
gmail.com. More information is 
online at acrpc.org/acrwc.

Witten said River Watch last 
year got very high phosphorus 
readings in Prickly Ash Brook, 
a tributary of the Lemon Fair 
in Shoreham, so it is adding 
sampling locations in an attempt 
to pinpoint what that is causing 
the high readings. Also, there 
were high (and non-compliant 
with water quality standards) 
readings of salt in Barnes Brook, 
which runs through much of the 
east side of Middlebury near 
Mary Hogan Elementary. 

“We have added sample sites 
to that little stream to see if we 
can pinpoint where the issue is 
coming from,” Witten said, “and 
we also received a Vermont 
Watershed Grant to reach out to 
landowners in that area of town, 
and the elementary school, to 
see what solutions might be 
possible.”

Rivers
(Continued from Page 1C)

A big THANK YOU  

to all the volunteers who 

contribute so much to the 

quality of so many lives.

Route 7 South, Middlebury  •  388-6297 
 www.woodwarevt.com      Mon-Sat 9-5, Closed Sundays

MONICA PRZYPERHART, ADDISON County River Watch Collaborative technical coordinator, takes a water 
sample at a site in the Barnes Brook watershed just off Buttolph Drive in Middlebury in 2021. Volunteers on this 
coming Tuesday will begin the 2022 sampling of six local watersheds.

Independent file photo/William Haig

ipjrealestate.com

Our community is stronger 
because of  the work that you do.

Thank you 
for volunteering!

See the
Addy Indy 
Classified 
Pages 
each week 
for local 
volunteer 
opportunites.
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We are proud to live, work and play  
in a place where volunteerism is a big part  

of our community. 

Thank you to all the dedicated volunteers 
who allow our programs and events to thrive 

and all those giving their time to others!

 Thank You
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4-H Leaders Who Are Shaping Our Future
If you see them say Thank You!

The University of Vermont Extension wants to thank our 4-H leaders, volunteers and Addison 4-H 
Foundation directors who dedicate hours of time and energy to the 4-H Youth Program in Addison County.

These volunteers are the core of the 4-H Youth Program: the very reason for over 100 years of success!
Becky Allen
Joe Allen
Janelle Ashley
Ashley Atkins
Ashley Audet
Nancy Audet
Courtney Banach
Sonya Barber
Kyle Bearor
Laurie Bertrand
Victor Bolduc

Dorothy Boutin
Louise Bowdish
Kylie Chittenden
Hannah Clark
Betty Cram
Dwight Cram
Sharon Cram
Elaine Desforges
Tina Evens-Wright
Erin Farr
Becky Fifield

Lise Fifield
Tricia Foster
Pam Gevry
Bailee Layn-Gordon
Melanie Harrison
Jeanette Hill
Kendra Hutchins
Jake Jacobs
Kristyn Jerome
Brian Kayhart
Cindy Kayhart

Kimberly Kayhart
Cassandra Kennett
Jennifer Kennett
Kathy Kennett
Renee LaCoss
Laura Lalumiere
Jeff Lester
Dawn Livingston
Terri Metcalf
Kathy Nisun
Diane Norris
Barbara Palmer
Nancy Palermo-Lee
 

Rebekah Parent
Sharlena Payne
Michelle Perlee
Janet Piper
Becky Plouffe
Susan Quesnel
Kristina Reen
Patrick Reen
Abby Roleau
Martha Seifert
Robin Severy
Colin Siegmund
Melinda Siel
 

AnnaJo Smith 
Karri Smith
Shelly Smith
Matt Stevers
Megan Sutton
Siri Swanson
Wendy Swanson
Brittany Trudo
Vicki Vander Wey
Jill Wade
Cindy Watrous
Kristy Whipple
Cady White
Maureen Whitney

place because it gives me enough 
time to do other things on the side.”

He drives three days a week. 
“I get a trip sheet,” Collins 

describes. “I go from point A to 
Point B, drop them and go back 
for another client or wait for them 
and take them home. It’s pretty low 
key.”

Collins does like driving, but not 
so much that he would want to do a 
whole lot more of it.

“I don’t think I’d like to be a long-
haul trucker,” he said. “I like being 
out and about, I love nature and the 
different seasons.

“The trips go by pretty quickly 
because I get into the conversations.”

He sees a variety of clients. Some 
don’t have a vehicle and need to get 
somewhere; some can’t drive for 
health or other reasons. Some are 
elderly, but not all of them. There 
is one thing that many have in 
common.

“Most of them are pretty 
talkative,” Collins said. “For the 
most part I have some pretty good 
conversations.”

One unanticipated 
side benefit Kurtz has 
found is that riders 
often have a store of 
personal knowledge 
about Addison County 
and most are happy to 
share it. So she feeds 
that sometimes by 
taking people through 
different routes to their 
destinations.

“I do like to go 
back roads; someone’s 
always got the history 
for somewhere that 
they share,” said Kurtz, 54. “I enjoy 
learning history of the county and 
the state.”

Kurtz knows that she is a 
quiet person, so the amount of 
conversation is determined by the 
passenger. 

“Some people don’t talk the 
whole trip, others talk your ear off,” 
she said. “If they want to talk I’ll 
talk, or not talk, that’s fine.”

Do volunteer drivers put in a lot of 
miles? It depends on the individual 
and the demand.

“My all time high was 280 miles 
in one day,” Andrews said. 

That day he drove a person to 
the VA hospital in White River 
Junction, waited for two hours and 
then brought them home. And that 
was followed by a trip to Burlington, 
plus a second round trip the Queen 
City.

“They were kind of shorthanded 
that day,” Andrews speculated.

Providing a safe experience 
for volunteers and customers is 
important to TVT, said Mary-Claire 
Crogan, community relations 
manager for Tri-Valley Transit. The 
organization matches up drivers 
who want it with an AARP safety 
training course if they want it.

“We never call a volunteer while 
they are driving,” she added.

Still, accidents do happen. Last 
summer Andrews was driving a 
passenger south on Court Street in 
Middlebury when a driver “tried 
to sneak out on Creek Road,” and 
a fender-bender resulted. The other 

driver’s insurance paid for repairs, 
but Andrews’s car was out of service 
for months. 

“It was a little inconvenient,” he 
said.
MONEY FOR MILES

In addition to the good feeling 
one gets when they help out 
another, Dial-a-Ride volunteers are 
reimbursed for miles they drive — 
from their own home and back — at 

the federal government 
mileage reimbursement 
rate, which is currently 
58.5 cents per mile. 
Also, County Tire 
gives a discounted rate 
on service they provide 
to a Dial-a-Ride 
volunteer’s car.

Because the 
monetary benefits are 
“reimbursement” — 
not pay — they do not 
affect the volunteer’s 
Social Security, 
Medicare or many 
other social services 

benefits they already receive.
Drivers recognize the need for the 

reimbursement
“You’ve got to think about it,” 

Kurtz said. “It does take wear and 
tear on your car. You put on a lot of 
miles on your vehicle. 
Last year I had almost 
20,000 miles.”

Driver David 
A n d r e w s ’ s 
feeling about the 
reimbursement seems 
to be typical. 

“It doesn’t cost 
anywhere near that 
much to buy gas,” he said. “I don’t 
do it for the money.”

Kurtz said that even when she 
considers the extra maintenance 
she does for the car she dedicates to 
Dial-a-Ride, “I’m still ahead. (And) 
I do take good care of my car.”

Collins said the impact of 
his driving on his vehicle is 
“negligible.” 

You might think that anyone who 
volunteers to drive their own car 
must have a high-efficiency electric 
car, but that’s not the case. Andrews 
drives a Subaru Forester, which he 
said gets 30 miles per gallon. “It 
sits high enough off ground that 
it is easy to get people in and out 
of,” Andrews said. If a 
passenger has a walker 
or some other mobility 
aid, the Forester is 
roomy enough for him 
to put it in the back end.

Collins drives a 
Toyota Tacoma pickup, 
which does limit his 
services only to clients 
who can get in and 
out of the high-sitting chassis. But 
usually it is not a deal breaker.

“Even folks who are a little bit 
older, they grab on to the handles 
and can get in,” Collins said.
SHOPPING BUDDIES

Dial-A-Ride doesn’t have enough 
volunteers to fulfill every request, 
so TVT has to prioritize rides. 
Doctor’s appointments generally 
take precedence.

But that means that 
requests to get a ride to 
do grocery shopping, 
for instance, might go 
unfulfilled. To make 
up for that, Crogan has started a 
spin-off volunteer opportunity that 
she is calling “Shopping Buddies.” 
These volunteers agree to take a 
person who needs a ride with them 
when they themselves go to the 
supermarket.

“It is less daunting,” Crogan 

pointed out. “A potential volunteer 
says, ‘Ya, I can spare an hour out of 
my trip to help this person.’ And it 
makes a huge impact.”

Of course, if the volunteer 
discovered that they liked the 
camaraderie of offering rides and 
the good feeling it imparts, Crogan 
said they could become more active 
Dial-a-Ride volunteers.

As volunteers the drivers can 
decide how much or how little they 
want to make themselves available; 
if they don’t want to drive after 
dark or outside the county they can 
stipulate that. 

“I don’t put limits on when I 
drive,” Kurtz said. “Some days I’m 
going from 5 in morning to 7:30 at 
night.

“Even though it is a volunteer 
job, to me I treat it like a job.”

And making herself available 
has meant that there are some busy 
days. 

“I’ve gone from Middlebury to 
Burlington four or five times in a 
day,” Kurtz said. “You definitely 
have to like to drive.”

Crogan said there is a lot of 
demand for volunteer drivers — 
more than TVT can meet right now. 
Typically TVT has 70 volunteers 
that serve both the Addison County 

region formerly served 
by ACTR and the 
Orange County and 
Northern Windsor 
County regions 
formerly served by 
Stagecoach. Since 
COVID struck, the 
service has only about 
half that number — 35 

— to serve the same huge swath of 
Vermont.

The agency is putting out a call 
for anyone who can to give it a try. 

“Many of our volunteers could 
qualify for services themselves,” 
she said. “We need more young 
people to get the work done.”

Volunteers must have 5 years 
of driving experience, a reliable/
insured vehicle and be able to pass 
background checks.  Volunteers 
set their own parameters on how 
frequently they would like to drive, 
and who they are comfortable 
transporting. 

How to volunteer: Application 
on the website, call TVT at 802-

388-2287, or stop by 
the office at 297 Creek 
Road in Middlebury. 
Crogan pointed out 
that her organization 
recently streamlined 
the application process; 
it went from a 16-page 
application to just two 
pages plus two pages 
of information for 

background checks.
All of the drivers contacted by 

the Independent noted that their 
passengers are thankful for the ride 
and some become regular clients of 
a particular driver. Kurtz welcomes 
the repeat business.

“Every night, I’d always take ‘my 
ladies’ from Project Independence,” 
she says.  “I take them home … and 

we just chit chat and 
catch up. It’s nice.”

It’s that kind of 
relationship-building 
that makes volunteering 
for Tri-Valley Transit 

enjoyable and fulfilling. 
“If this was something I could’ve 

done years ago I would have done 
it, I just didn’t know about it,” Kurtz 
said.

“I highly recommend it, even if it 
is just one day of the week.”

Rides
(Continued from Page 1C)

VERMONT — As part of 
National Volunteer Week, April 
17-23, the American Red Cross 
Vermont Chapter honors the work of 
its volunteers who give their time to 
help people in need.

Across the country, more than 
300,000 Red Cross volunteers serve 
their communities by responding to 
thousands of disasters, supporting 
the collection of blood to help 
patients receive the critical care 
they need, supporting members 
of the military and their families, 
helping communities prepare for 
emergencies around the globe and 
much more.

Here in Vermont, 301 Red Cross 
volunteers help their community. 

“National Volunteer Week is time 
to honor all of our volunteers for 
their constant service and support,” 
said Kevin Mazuzan, executive 
director of American Red Cross of 
Northern New England Vermont 
Chapter. “They are true heroes who 
give their time day and night to help 
their local community.”

Last fiscal year, Red Cross 
volunteers in Vermont logged more 
than 21,000 hours providing food, 
shelter, comfort and hope to 383 
local people who faced emergency 
situations. They trained 5,181 people 
in lifesaving skills and provided 
614 services to military members, 
veterans and their families.

The need for volunteers has never 
been greater as we experience larger 
and more intense disasters across 
the country. Red Cross is asking 
Vermonters to consider becoming a 
volunteer to help families in need. It 
will provide all of the training you 
need. Learn more online at redcross.
org/VolunteerNNE.

The most-needed volunteers are 
for the following teams:

Shelter Support Team: During 
large disasters, these volunteers 
support the day-to-day activities 
such as welcoming and registering 
residents, helping with meal service, 

distributing cots, blankets and 
hygiene supplies, and providing 
information and other assistance 
within a shelter. If the need arises, 
volunteers are asked to commit 
to multiple local shifts of 4-12 
hours each. For those able to 
travel, a commitment of at least 14 
consecutive days, working 8- or 12-
hour shifts is required.

Disaster Health Services 
Team: These volunteers use their 
professional skills as a licensed 
healthcare provider to deliver hands 
on care and education to shelter 
residents during a large disaster. Our 
free online training can count towards 
nursing continuing education units. If 
the need arises, volunteers are asked 
to commit to multiple local shifts of 
4-12 hours each. For those able to 
travel, a commitment of at least 10-
14 consecutive days, working 8- or 
12-hour shifts is required. Qualified 
licenses include RN, LPN, LVN, 
EMT, Paramedic, MD, DO, PA, 
NP and APRN. Only RNs have full 
scope of practice.

Disaster Action Team: While big 
hurricanes and wildfires get the most 
news coverage, smaller disasters 
such as home fires are no less 
devastating to those affected. That’s 
why we need volunteers to help 
comfort and support local families 
in need by providing food, shelter, 
clothing or supplies, and connecting 
families to recovery assistance.

Just as disasters happen every 
day, the need for blood is constant. 
The Red Cross is also recruiting for 
critical volunteers to support our 
work to ensure hospital patients have 
access to safe, lifesaving blood.

You can help save countless lives 
as a blood donor ambassador. These 
volunteers check blood donors into 
their appointments, answer questions 
and give out post donation snacks. 
Got a bit more time? Join the team of 
volunteers who drive the blood from 
donors to the patients in hospitals. 
Transportation specialists support 
hospital patients by delivering blood 
from Red Cross facilities to local 
hospitals.

Blood draws
are backed 
by many 
volunteers

ADDISON COUNTY — United 
Way of Addison County fosters 
community service in all community 
members, but especially in our 
youth. In that spirit, the organization 
again this year will honor local high 
school seniors through its “LIVE 
UNITED” Volunteer Scholarship 
Award.

On behalf of a generous donor, 
three students are chosen annually 
for the scholarship, recognizing 
students who volunteer in their 
community and who are interested 
in advancing their education. This 
award comes with a $1,000 cash 
award for each student, to be used for 
post-graduation education (college, 
trade school, adult education, etc.).

Scholarship nominees must meet 
the following criteria:

1. Addison County high school 
senior or equivalent.

2. 21 years old or younger.
3. Has volunteered in Addison 

County within the 2021-2022 school 
year (July 1, 2021 to present).

4. The volunteer service has 
made an impact on a non-profit 
organization, its clients, the 
community, and their own personal 
learning.

5. Must be applying to or enrolled 
in an accredited post-graduation site. 
This could be college, trade school, 
adult education (minimum six-credit 
semester or the equivalent).

6. Participation in this scholarship 
award shall be on a voluntary basis.

7. Applicant must not be employed 
by UWAC or be a dependent of 
UWAC staff or board members.

In addition to completing the 
application, a student seeking 
the scholarship must provide a 
resume listing all applicable high 

school activities (sports, student 
government, activities, jobs, etc.), 
and a letter of reference from one 
or more representatives of the 
volunteer site.

UWAC will make payment 
directly to the educational institution 
in which the student is enrolled.

Last year’s UWAC volunteer 
scholarship winners were MUHS 
graduating seniors Harper Sinclair, 
Anna Wagner and Kyle Mitchell.

Know a high school senior 
who volunteers and should 
apply? Encourage them to 
check out the scholarship at 
unitedwayaddisoncounty.org for 
more info. Download the application 
at unitedwayaddisoncounty.org/
client_media/files/2022VolunteerSc
holarshipApplication.pdf.

The deadline for applications is 
Friday, May 6.

UWAC offers student volunteer scholarships

“I like being 
out and 
about, I love 
nature and 
the different 
seasons. The 
trips go by 
pretty quickly 
because I 
get into the 
conversations.”

— Rick Collins

“Some people 
don’t talk the 
whole trip, 
others talk 
your ear off.”

— Sara Kurtz

“I don’t do it 
for the money.”
— Dave Andrews

“We need more 
young people 
to get the work 
done.”

— Mary-Claire 
Crogan,

Tri-Valley Transit

OLLIE CURTRARA OF Cornwall is calm, cool and collected while 
donating blood at the Middlebury Recreation Center this past July. The 
American Red Cross depends on 300,000 volunteers at blood drives in 
Addison County and around the country. 

Independent rile photo/Steve James

VOLUNTEER DRIVER SARA Kurtz sometimes takes less-traveled 
roads when she is transporting Dial-A-Ride passengers and is tickled to 
find out bits of history and trivia about local spots from her passengers.

Independent photo/Steve James
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