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By ANDY KIRKALDY
MIDDLEBURY — Amid a 

number of generally positive 
results in the spring of 2021, 
including postseason wins by 
Middlebury Union softball, both 
boys’ and girls’ lacrosse, and boys’ 
tennis teams, plus a Division II title 
berth earned by girls’ tennis, the 
Tigers came away with one piece 
of fi rst-place hardware — a girls’ 
400-meter title earned by junior 
Hannah Turner. 

As always, it’s back to square 
one this spring, with teams ever 
hopeful and one more horse in 
the race: MUHS baseball returns 
to the varsity level after school 
offi cials decided low numbers 
and inexperience made a JV-only 
program advisable in 2021. 
GIRLS’ TENNIS

MUHS teacher Dan Comar, who 
led the boys’ tennis team to a D-I 
semifi nal berth a year ago, takes 
over that successful girls’ tennis 
team this season.

A number of players graduated 
from the 2021 girls’ team, but three 
members of the singles ladder 
return, a senior who was injured 
in 2021 is back, and Comar sees 

enough depth to form competitive 
doubles partnerships.

“It’s a new team, but with a lot of 
confi dence,” he said.

The team’s No. 1 and 2 singles 
players are back, junior Scarlet 
Carrara and senior Julia Bartlett, 
respectively. Comar said both have 
improved since the 2021 season, 
and Bartlett could challenge 
Carrara for the top spot. 

Comar expects another improved 
player, junior Paige Hescock, to 
move up and take over at No. 3, 
while senior Talia Cotroneo, after 
missing 2021, could make a run for 
that rung or slot in at No. 4. 

Several players will compete for 
the fi nal singles position, including 
seniors Kaya Wright and Oni 
Krizo, junior Maeve Roche, and 
sophomore Caroline Nicolai. 

Those players are also 
doubles candidates, as are senior 
Abigail Sunderland; junior India 
Choudhury; sophomores Audrey 
Carpenter, Amelia Coburn and 
Sophie Mason; and most likely, 
Comar said, Subia Khan among the 
team’s fi ve freshmen. 

He described the team as 
enthusiastic and coachable. 

“They really tackle the drills 
purposefully. They really want 
to understand what I’m asking of 
them,” Comar said. “It’s going 
well. They’re really dedicated. I 
get to the tennis center at 6 in the 
morning, and three or four of them 
are already there waiting.”

He concluded: “I think we’re 
going to hold our own.” 
BASEBALL

Tiger baseball returns to the 
varsity level this spring under a 
new coach, Tim Paquette, a former 
Vergennes standout in the early 
1990s who played many years after 
his high school career and brings 
coaching experience.

Paquette expects his young team 
to be competitive this year even 
moving up to the varsity level. 
He pointed out the same group he 
coached in 2021 had a winning JV 
season and also excelled under his 
leadership playing together in the 
summer as a Babe Ruth team. 

“The boys play hard. They 
play fundamental baseball, and 
they hit the ball,” Paquette said. 
“Our pitching is good, our infi eld 
is pretty solid, and if we get the 
outfi eld where we need them to 

play I think we’ll be pretty solid 
all the way around as a young team 
coming up.”

Starting pitchers will include the 
team’s only junior, John Wallace; 
sophomores Cole Warren and 
Timothy Whitney; and freshman 
Tucker Morter. Sophomore Tucker 
Paquette will do the bulk of the 
work behind the plate, with Warren 
also available there. 

Sophomore Jakob Kemp will 
hold down fi rst base and could also 
throw in relief. Warren is likely to 
start at second base and Whitney 
at short, with freshman Tucker 
Choiniere also ready to see time 
in the middle infi eld. Wallace is 
the third baseman, with Morter 
available there. 

Milo Gordon, the team’s only 
senior, will start in center fi eld and 
can also pitch in relief. Sophomore 
Riley Disorda and freshman 
Alex Sperry project to start at the 
outfi eld corners, where sophomore 
Aiden LaDuke will also see time. 
Paquette sees sophomore Ethan 
Sweet as the team’s designated 
hitter. 

Paquette expects the Tigers to 
hold up against a tough schedule 
this year, and to get better over 
time. 

“These boys are going to be a 
team to watch in two, three years,” 
he said.
SOFTBALL

The Tiger softball team graduated 

only two players from the squad 
that made the D-II semifi nals in 
2021, and second-year Coach 
Bob Cameron is liking the Tigers’ 
chances, especially if sophomore 
pitcher Emma Deering lives up to 
the promise she showed in limited 
duty a year ago.  

“We were very happy with last 
year’s season,” Cameron said. “I 
think our defense is going to be 
fairly strong. I think our offense is 
going to be fairly strong. If Emma 
Deering is h e a l t h y 
most of the s e a s o n 
I think our pitching 
is going to be 
very strong.”

The Tigers 
do have a 
solid No. 
2 to support 
Deering on the 
mound in junior 
A b i g a i l 
Stafford. 
B o t h 
w i l l 

p r o b a b l y 
throw to sophomore 

catcher Sienna 
Rubright, with 
versatile senior 

Patience Hanley also available 
there.

Cameron had not settled on his 
starting infi eld midway through 
the preseason, with the decision 
complicated by good options and 

bad weather limiting his ability to 
see players in action. 

For sure senior Riley Farrell 
returns at fi rst base, and Cameron 
said it looks like freshman Meredith 
Cameron has earned third base. 

Second base could depend on 
which senior wins the shortstop 
job, Taylor Betourney or strong-
armed Lilian Russell. Cameron 
said if Russell wins Betourney 
could move over to second. 
If Betourney gets t h e 
nod, Russell 

would most likely 
move back to the 

outfi eld. Second-base 
candidates would then 
include senior Hannah 
Cameron, Hanley and 
freshman Lily Dame. 

Cameron has senior 
Olivia McCray pegged 

for center fi eld, with junior 
Makayla Swan, Dame and 

Hanley in the mix, as well 
as possibly Russell. 

Hanley could 
also serve as 

the DH, he said.
Regardless of how the 

lineup shakes out or changes 
through the season, Cameron 
believes the Tigers will succeed 
again.

“I think we’re going to be able 

Middlebury

4/5  @ Mt. Mansfi eld  4 p.m.
4/7  @ Woodstock  4 p.m.
4/9  @ Burlington  11 a.m.
4/11  Rice   4 p.m.
4/13  St. Albans  4 p.m.
4/16  Woodstock 11 a.m.
4/27  S. Burlington  4 p.m.
4/30  @ Essex   11 a.m.
5/3  @ CVU   4:30 p.m.
5/4  @ St. Albans  4:30 p.m.
5/10  @ Burr & Burton  4 p.m.
5/13  Burlington   4 p.m.
5/17  Mt. Mansfi eld 4 p.m.
5/20  @ S. Burlington  7 p.m.
5/24  Essex  4 p.m.
5/27  CVU   4:30 p.m.

Eddie Hodde 12
Matthew Kiernan 12
Joseph Pellerin 12
Willem Berry 11
Kegan Brown 11
Devon Cyr 11
Tony Engel 11
Henry Hunsdorfer 11
Evan Krizo 11
Owen Lawton 11
Tyler Quesnel 11
Penn Riney 11
Cole Schnoor 11
Cameron Stone 11
Charlie Stone 11
Fynn Whitlock 11
Noah Doherty-Konczal 10
Toby Draper 10
Jackson Gillett 10
Gus Hodde 10

Zach Jette 10
Brady McDonough 10
Connor McNamara 10
Gavin McNulty 10
Angus Blackwell 9
George Devlin 9
Luke Nuceder 9

MUHS Boys Lacrosse
Coach: Matt Rizzo

Roster Schedule

Wishing you a 
season of growth 

and fun!

Call the o�  ce or speak 
with your provider about 

scheduling an appointment. 
802-388-1338

rainbowvt.com

Make an appointment today!

Union High SchoolUnion High School

(See MUHS, Page 3C)
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to hit the ball, fi eld the ball,” he 
said. “I’m pretty optimistic, to be 
honest.”
BOYS’ LACROSSE

The MUHS boys’ lacrosse 
program has improved from four 
wins three years ago to 11 this 
past spring, and Coach Matt Rizzo 
expects more progress this spring. 

“Our goal every year is to win 
the state championship,” he said. 
“And we’re better this year than we 
were last year.”

The team’s strengths start with a 
defense buoyed by all-star senior 
Matt Kiernan and all-state junior 
long-stick middie Fynn Whitlock. 
Juniors Cole Schnoor and Penn 
Riney will join Kiernan as starting 
low defenders, and sophomore 
Gavin McNulty will rotate in at 
long-stick middie. Backing on low 
defense will be sophomores Noah 
Doherty-Konczal and Connor 
McNamara, and freshman George 
Devlin will spot in at defense and 
long-stick middie. 

Three short-stick defensive 
midfi elders join the back line, 
senior Joe Pellerin and juniors 
Henry Hunsdorfer and Charlie 
Stone. The defense will line up 
in front of junior goalie Kegan 
Brown. 

“The defensive unit is fantastic,” 
Rizzo said. 

Rizzo plans to run two lines of 
middies. The top line will be senior 
Eddie Hodde, junior Willem Berry 
and sophomore Jackson Gillett, 
and the second unit is junior Even 
Krizo, sophomore Gus Hodde and 
freshman Angus Blackwell. 

Faceoff specialist Cameron 
Stone will also join either line 
rather than just bolt off the fi eld, 
Rizzo said. Two other midfi elders 

will spot in, junior Tyler Quesnel 
and freshman Luke Nuceder. 

Up front Rizzo said junior Owen 
Lawton and sophomores Toby 
Draper and Brady McDonough 
are set to start, with sophomore 
Zach Jette the fi rst to rotate in, and 
juniors Tony Engel and Devon Cyr 
also in the mix.

Rizzo said more scoring will 
probably be needed for the Tigers 
to take another step forward, and 
to do that they might have to 
improve at another phase of the 
game. 

“We have to just not hurt 
ourselves,” he said. “We have 
to eliminate the unforced 
errors. We have to eliminate 

the turnovers.”
C e r t a i n l y , 

Rizzo expects 
the effort to 
be there. 

“ I t ’ s a great 
g r o u p of kids,” 
he said. “They bust 
their butts. They’re always 
hustling.”
BOYS’ TENNIS

After a two-year hiatus 
Coach Ken Schoen returns 
to lead the Tiger boys’ tennis 
team. 

And Schoen said his 2022 squad 
might have more talent than the 
group that posted an undefeated 
regular season a few years ago.

“This group is deeper, much 
deeper,” he said. “It’s the best team 
I’ve ever coached.”

Senior Clyde Malhotra and junior 
Kellan Bartlett will most likely 
duel for the Nos. 1 and 2 spots on 
the ladder, with freshman Jackson 
Murray possibly challenging them. 

Senior Aidan Chance is right in 
the mix and also could end high in 
the ladder, as could junior Lewis 
Suchomel and sophomore Brian 
Newton.

Or, Schoen said, Suchomel, 
Newton and/or Murray could play 
doubles, opening up singles slots 
for sophomores Iver Anderson and 
Eddie Fallis or freshman Avery 
Hamilton. Those three could 

also compete for singles 
and doubles slots with 
sophomores Eliot Heminway 

and Silas Taylor. 
Schoen also 

wouldn’t rule out 
senior Sasha Meyers 
or juniors Shannon 
Gillett, Finn O’Neil 

and Conan Pasciak 
fi nding their way into the 

ladder.
In the preseason, Schoen 

said he might adjust his singles 
and doubles lineups based on the 
opponents: “I’m in the middle of 
fi guring out the different rosters 
based on the teams we play.” 

Singles orders will be 
determined on the court during 
the course of the season, however.

“We’re having our fi rst ladder 
battle tomorrow,” Schoen said.

He also summed up expectations. 
“This is defi nitely a team that has 

great potential to have a winning 
season,” Schoen said, “and a 
possibility for an extraordinary 
season.”
TRACK & FIELD

Coach Ben Weir is happy to 
see the MUHS track & fi eld team 
returning many 2021 state meet 
scorers and qualifi ers, and seeing 
an infl ux of about 15 freshmen 
and a few upperclassman that 
has brought the program’s athlete 
count back to its standard of a little 
more than 50.

“On the whole I’m just feeling 
good about our numbers and 

our numbers of ninth-graders,” 
Weir said. “Last year we were 
challenged by the lack of access to 
the track. We were just doing it in 
a fi eld behind the school, and we 
made the best of that.”

On both the girls’ and boys’ sides 
successful runners return. They 
include athletes who scored points 
individually at 400 meters and 
collectively in the four-by-400- 
and four-by-800-meter relays.

“Our strength this year will 
likely be in the middle sprints, 
the mid-distance stuff, and in the 
relays,” Weir said. “We had good 
four-by-fours last year, and I think 
they’ll be even better.”

Top among the returners is 
senior Turner, who will defend her 
2021 girls’ 400-meter title. Turner 
also ran with senior classmate 
Ella Landis and junior Seina 
Dowgowiecz on the second-place 
4X800 team, and with classmates 
Viviana Hammond and Zoe Noble 
on the third-place 4X400 squad.

Hammond also qualifi ed for the 
state meet at 100 meters a year 
ago, as did returning junior Mary 
Johnson. Noble qualifi ed for the 
100 hurdles a year ago, as did 
returning junior Nell Brayton, and 
Noble also ran in the state meet in 
the 300 hurdles. Landis qualifi ed 
at both 800 and 1,500 meters and 
ran well for the Tigers in the cross-
country season. 

Among the ninth-grade girls 
Beth McIntosh might make the 
biggest impact. Known for cross-
county running and Nordic skiing, 
McIntosh is also quick enough to 
help the Tigers in distances ranging 
from 400 to 800 meters, Weir said. 
He said freshman sprinter Jazmyn 
Hurley also impressed early on.

Juniors Cady Pitner and Lily 
Lapiner are newcomers to the girls’ 
team, but bring athletic credentials 
and showed promise in preseason 
testing, Weir said.

They are among a number of 
athletes on both the girls’ and boys’ 
teams who were experimenting in 
the preseason.  

“That’s what we’re excited 
about, just getting more athletes 
trying fi eld events, getting more 
athletes trying more things out and 
seeing how it goes,” Weir said. 

Among the boys senior Greg 
Wilhelm returns after fi nishing 
fourth in D-II at 400 meters in 
2021; Wilhelm and returning 
juniors Eliot Schneider and Ben 
Seaton ran on the Tigers’ fourth-
place 4X400 team. 

Juniors Ronen Silberman and 
Toby Wells-Spackman are back 
from the group that fi nished sixth 
in the boys’ 4X800 in 2021.

Sophomore Baxter Harrington 
qualifi ed at 3,000 meters in 2021, 
and Weir is also high on freshman 
Haakon Olsen, a member of the 
Tiger cross-country and Nordic 
teams, as an individual and relay 
runner. 

Other returning state-meet 
qualifi ers are senior Ethan Foster 
at 100 meters, and Silberman in the 
1,500. 

In all, Weir is eyeing a modest 
uptick from the girls’ fi fth-place 
and the boys’ 13th-place efforts at 
the 2021 state meet. 

“We have a good possibility to 
score better on both sides at states 
than we did last year,” he said. 
GIRLS’ LACROSSE

Deena Greenman is the new 
coach of the Tiger girls’ lacrosse 
program, but she is a familiar 
sight to almost all the athletes: 
Greenman, a former Middlebury 
College player in the 1990s, 
for many years headed up the 
Middlebury girls’ youth lacrosse 
program.

“These juniors and seniors are 
the kids that I coached pretty much 
all the way through,” she said.

Greenman is also a familiar 

fi gure on the girls’ lacrosse scene 
statewide. In 1999 she founded the 
Burlington High School team and 
served as its fi rst varsity coach for 
a half-dozen years. 

She inherits a program that is 
four years removed from its last 
D-I title. In 2021 the Tigers earned 
a No. 8 seed and won a fi rst-round 
game before being bounced in the 
quarterfi nal found by top-seeded 
Burr & Burton.

Greenman said her primary 
objectives are to raise the team’s 
level of play and make sure it 
maintains good chemistry. 

“We’re in a super tough league, 
and we’ve struggled to get wins 
in the past couple seasons. The 
main positive is we’re creating an 
amazing team culture, and the girls 
are really supporting each other 
and starting from a place of trust,” 
she said.

On the fi eld Greenman is making 
changes to the team’s offensive and 
defensive systems that could take 
some time to pay off, even though 
she said the Tigers are learning 
fast.

“The girls are picking it up 
quickly and really learning to work 
together,” she said.

Anchoring that new defense will 
be senior tri-captains Ivy Doran 
and Fairley Olson. Greenman said 
juniors Elizabeth Crawford and 
Naomi Brightman would most 
likely also start in the back, with 
juniors Abby Tufts and Becca 
Orten ready to step in. Junior 
Megan Gemignani is the starter in 
goal, with freshman Ava Schneider 
likely to see time as her backup.

Senior Sophie Larocque and 
juniors Hana Doria and Lia 
Robinson are the likely starters 
at midfi eld, with juniors Dahlia 
Harrison-Irwin and Willow 
Fitzgerald and freshman McKenna 
Raymond spelling them. 

FLOORING SOLUTIONS
Talk to our expert team and choose from our 
vast selection of flooring options!

PAINT CONSULTATION
You cannot go wrong when the paint comes 
from Countryside Carpet & Paint. Bring your 
ideas and bring your questions!

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Window treatments can affect heating and 
cooling. Come learn how we can help!

16 Creek Road, Middlebury  •  M-F 7:15-5:30, Sat. 8-3  •  802-388-6054
C O U N T R Y S I D E C A R P E TA N D PA I N T. C O M

Middlebury’s source for 
interior/exterior paint

& decorating needs

N O  M AT T E R  W H AT  Y O U R 
T E A M  CO LO R S  A R E …

WE’VE GOT 
YOU COVERED

Middlebury’s source for 

GIRLS
Viviana Hammond 12
Ella Landis 12
Natalia Mendez Capelan 12
Zoe Noble 12
Stella Scalia 12
Abby Sunderland 12
Hannah Turner 12
Narges Anzali 11
Maddie Crowne 11
Seina Dowgiewicz 11
Nell Brayton 11
Mary Johnson 11
Lily Lapiner 11
Genevieve Mott 11
Cady Pitner 11
Emerson Brookman 10
Katie Chamberlain 10
Emma Oliver 10
Amelia Quesnel 10
Sarah Benz 9
Jessie Bodette 9
William Dragon 9
Jazmyn Hurley 9
Naomi McConville 9
Beth McIntosh 9
Maggie Noble 9

BOYS
Noah Berg 12
Ethan Foster 12
Eli Marks 12
Ben Munkres 12
Greg Wilhelm 12
Trey Bosworth 11
Wu Dong 11
Chad Fredette 11
Peter Lynch 11
Eliot Schneider 11
Ben Seaton, Ben 11
Ronen Silberman 11
Toby Wells-Spackman 11
Baxter Harrington 10
Hunter Lloyd 10
Matthew Berg 9
Keil Broderson 9
Aaron Carr-Perlow 9
Lucas Flinne 9
Joshua Kafumbe 9
Baker Nelson 9
Haakon Olsen 9
Ian Sinclair 9
Ethan Spritzer 9

4/5  @  Mt. Mansfi eld
4/12  @  CVU
4/15  Mount Abe
4/27  @  Burlington
5/19  Mt. Abe & VUHS
5/25  @  Colchester
5/31 @  Mt. Mansfi eld

MUHS Track and Field 
Coach: Ben Weir

ScheduleRoster
4/5  Burr & Burton 4:30 p.m.
4/8  @ Burlington  4:30 p.m.
4/15  @ Mt. Anthony  4:30 p.m.
4/26  @ South Burlington  4:30 p.m.
4/29  Mount Mansfi eld 4:30 p.m.
5/2  @ Burr & Burton  4:30 p.m.
5/4  @ Essex   7 p.m.
5/9  CVU  4:30 p.m.
5/11  BFA-St. Albans 4:30 p.m.
5/14  South Burlington 11 a.m.
5/16  Rutland  4:30 p.m.
5/18  @ Mt. Mansfi eld  4:30 p.m.
5/21  Essex   11 a.m.
5/23  @ Brattleboro  5 p.m.
5/25  @ CVU   4:30 p.m.
5/28  @ St. Albans  11 a.m.

Ivy Doran 12
Reese Fitzgerald 12
Sophie Larocque 12
Fairley Olson 12
Alanna Trudeau 12
Naomi Brightman 11
Nyna Cole 11
Elisabeth Crawford 11
Hana Doria 11
Willow Fitzgerald 12
Megan Gemignani 11
Becca Orten 11
Lia Robinson 11
Nora Wootten 11
McKenna Raymond 9
Ava Schneider 9
Ada Weaber 9

MUHS Girls Lacrosse
Coach: Deena Greenman

Roster Schedule

(See MUHS, Page 5C)

MUHS
(Continued from Page 2C)
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MUHS Boys Ultimate
Coach: Nathan Billings

We Support
All of Our High 
School Teams!

33 Seymour Street, Middlebury, VT  •  802-388-7620 
 www.countytirecenter.com •  info@countytirecenter.com

Mon – Fri  8am-4pm  •  Closed Sunday

Family operated since 1982

county tire 
keeps you 

in the game

Oldest Locally Owned & Operated  Automotive
and Tire Shop in Addison County for 38 Years!

Serving Addison County since 1989

John Fuller, Master Plumber

“We Have
Tiger Pride!”

802-388-2019

4/5  @ CVU   5:15 p.m.
4/11 BFA Fairfax  5:30 p.m.
4/12  @ South Burlington  4 p.m.
4/27  @ Montpelier  4 p.m.
5/02  @ Burlington  4 p.m.
5/03  St. Johnsbury 4 p.m.
5/05  Montpelier  4 p.m.
5/16  St. Johnsbury 4 p.m.
5/15  @ Fairfax   4 p.m.
5/19  South Burlington 4 p.m.
5/24  Burlington  4 p.m.
5/26  CVU  4 p.m.

Megan Balparda 12
Camille Maglienti 12
Astrid Olsen 12
Melody Barenbaum 11
Mary Conklin 11
Ari Graham-Gurland 11
Elise Heppell 11
Liliana Luksch 11
Vivian Ross 11
B Porter 10

MUHS Girls Ultimate
Coach: Michelle Steele

Roster Schedule

Roster Schedule
Zachariah Burrows 12
Ira Carling 12
Reilly Lawson 12
Jason Li 12
Jordan Martin 12
Nathaniel McVeigh 12
Layne Chant 11
Carter Lee 11
Trevor Schnoor 11
Max Carpenter 10
Benedict Diehl-Noble 10
Henry Weston 10
Gavin Jones 9
Jackson Trump 9

4/7  Burlington   4 p.m.
4/11  BFA Fairfax  4 p.m.
4/13  Rice  4 p.m.
4/26  South Burlington 4 p.m.
5/6  @ Colchester  4 p.m.
5/11  @ Essex   5 p.m.
5/13  @ Montpelier 4 p.m.
5/16  CVU   4 p.m.
5/18  @ Milton   4 p.m.
5/20  @ Mt. Mansfi eld 4 p.m.
5/25  St. Johnsbury 4 p.m.

MUHS Boys Tennis   Coach: Ken Schoen

Roster
Sasha Meyers  12
Aidan Chance  11
Shannon Gillett  11
Clyde Malhotra  11
Finn O’Neil  11
Konan Pasciak 11
Lewis Suchomel 11
Iver Anderson 10
Kellan Bartlett 10
Edward Fallis 10
Eliot Heminway 10
Brian Newton  10
Silas Taylor 10
Avery Hamilton 9
Jackson Murray 9

4/14  Colchester  3:30 p.m.
4/26  @ Rice   4:30 p.m.
4/28  @ Mt. Mansfi eld  3:30 p.m.
4/30  St. Albans   10 a.m.
5/5  @ North Country  3:30 p.m.
5/7  Harwood   10 a.m.
5/9  @ U-32   3:30 p.m.
5/11  @ Montpelier  3:30 p.m.
5/12  CVU   3:30 p.m.
5/16  @ St. Albans  3:30 p.m.
5/20  North Country  3:30 p.m.
5/23  @ Harwood 3:30 p.m.
5/25 U-32   3:30 p.m.
5/27  Montpelier  3:30 p.m.

Schedule

MUHS Girls Tennis   Coach: Dan Comar

Roster Schedule
Julia Bartlett 12  
Talia Cotroneo 12
Oni Krizo 12
Abigail Sunderland 12
Kaya Wright 12
Scarlet Carrara 11
India Choudhury 11
Paige Hescock 11
Maeve Roche 11
Audrey Carpenter 10
Amelia Coburn 10
Sophie Mason 10
Caroline Nicolai 10
Chant Clara 9
Piper Farnsworth 9
Ruby Harrison-Irwin 9
Diana Herasim 9
Subia Khan 9
Caroline Nicolai 9

4/14  @ Colchester  3:30 p.m.
4/26  Rice  4:30 p.m.
4/28  Mt. Mansfi eld 3:30 p.m.
4/30  @ Bellows Falls  10  a.m.
5/3  @ Spaulding 3:30 p.m.
5/5  N. Country  TBA
5/7  @ Harwood 10 a.m.
5/9  U-32   3:30 p.m.
5/11  Montpelier  3:30 p.m.
5/16  St. Albans  3:30 p.m.
5/18  Spaulding  3:30 p.m.
5/20  @ N. Country 3:30 p.m.
5/23  Harwood  3:30 p.m.
5/25  @ U-32  3:30 p.m.
5/27  @ Montpelier 3:30 p.m.
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Senior tri-captain Alanna 
Trudeau and juniors Nyna Cole 
and Nora Wootten are the probable 
starters on attack, with senior 
Reese Fitzgerald and freshman 
Ada Weaber rotating in. 

Greenman believes the Tigers’ 
intangibles will result in growth 
and improvement throughout the 
season, but tempered expectations. 

“They are early to practice. They 
are focused. They are determined. 
They are working really hard,” she 

said. “I think that is going to pay 
off on the fi eld. We’re just going 
to keep our goals realistic until we 
play our fi rst few games, until we 
see where we’re at … But we’re 
keeping in mind that this is a game, 
and this is for fun, and that we 
should be having fun every single 
day.”
ULTIMATE

The Tiger Ultimate program has 
enough numbers to better support 
both boys’ and girls’ teams this 
year, although the margin is thinner 
on the girls’ side. If all the athletes 
show up on game day, girls’ 
Ultimate Coach Michelle Steele 
will have only seven on the fi eld 

and three subs.
Boys’ Ultimate Coach Nathan 

Billings has the luxury of seven 
subs, but not that many more 
veterans. 

Still, he is optimistic his team 
can move up from near the bottom 
of the standings in 2021. 

“This year is defi nitely looking 
pretty bright,” Billings said. 

“We don’t have enough for a 
full JV this year,” he said. “But 
that said, some of these returners, 
they really know what they’re 
doing. They’re up in their senior 
year, so they’ve come ready with 
the physicality, and they’re doing 
some teaching.”

One of the team’s more 
experienced players is senior 
Zachariah Burrows, who will be a 
primary handler (or thrower), but 
could also serve as a target to score 
points as a cutter (or receiver) in 
the end zone. 

Senior Nat McVeigh is also a 
both a handler and cutter, as is 
potentially senior Jordan Martin. 
Billings said seniors Ira Carling 
and Reilly Lawson are “deep 
cutters” who can use their height 
as end zone threats. The team’s 
fi nal senior, Jason Li, could use his 
quickness as an effective cutter, 
according to Billings. 

Junior Layne Chant will both 

handle and cut, and two other 
juniors will mostly serve as cutters, 
Carter Lee and Trevor Schnoor, 
with Schnoor as a deep threat. 
Sophomore Benedict Diehl-Noble 
is primarily a handler, Billings said, 
while classmates Max Carpenter 
and Henry Weston will be cutters. 
Freshman newcomers Gavin 
Jones and Jackson Trump will 
also be cutters. 

Based on what he’d 
seen in practices and the 
Tigers’ performance vs. 
South Burlington in a 
scrimmage, Billings 
said he expects decent 
results: “I expect to be 

middle of the pack, and maybe a 
little better as we get 

everyone on board.”

Steele’s team 
will also have 

a couple players 
with defi ned roles, 

notably its co-captains, 

MUHS Baseball   Coach: Tim Paquette

Roster
Milo Gordon  12
John Wallace 11
James Disorda 10
Jacob Kemp 10
Aiden LaDuke 10
Carter Paquette 10
Ethan Sweet 10
Cole Warren 10
Timothy Whitney 10
Tucker Choiniere 9
Tucker Morte 9
Alex Sperry 9

4/14  @ Fair Haven  4:30 p.m.
4/19  CVU    4:30 p.m.
4/21  Mt. Mansfi eld 4:30 p.m.
4/23  @ St. Albans  11 a.m.
4/26  @ Burlington  4:30 p.m.
5/3  Missisquoi  4:30 p.m.
5/5  Colchester   4:30 p.m.
5/7  Enosburg   11 a.m.
5/10  VUHS    4:30 p.m.
5/12  @ Mt. Abe  4:30 p.m.
5/14  @ Milton   11 a.m.
5/17  @ Missisquoi  4:30 p.m.
5/19  @ Enosburg  4:30 p.m.
5/21  @ VUHS   11 a.m.
5/24  Mt. Abe   4:30  p.m.
5/26  Milton   4:30  p.m.

MUHS Softball   Coach: Bob Cameron

Roster
4/14  @ Fair Haven  4:30 p.m.
4/19  CVU   4:30 p.m.
4/21  Mt. Mansfi eld 4:30 p.m.
4/23  @ St. Albans  11 a.m.
4/26  @ Burlington  4:30 p.m.
5/3  Rice  4:30 p.m.
5/5  Colchester  4:30 p.m.
5/7  Enosburg  11 a.m.
5/10  VUHS  4:30  p.m.
5/12  @ Mt. Abe  4:30 p.m.
5/14  @ Milton   11 a.m.
5/17  @ Rice   4:30 p.m.
5/19  @ Enosburg  4:30 p.m.
5/21  @ VUHS   11 a.m.
5/24  Mt. Abe  4:30 p.m.
5/26  Milton  4:30 p.m.

Schedule
Taylor Betourney 12
Hannah Cameron 12
Riley Farrell 12
Lilian Russell 12
Olivia McCray 12
Patience Hanley 12
Emma Welch 12
Hannah Cormier 11
Abigail Stafford 11
Makayla Swan 11
Emma Deering 10
Sienna Rubright 10
Meredith Cameron 9
Lily Dame 9

MUHS
(Continued from Page 3C)

Rental Space Available All Summer Long!

MEMORIAL SPORTS CENTER
296 Buttolph Drive, Middlebury VT • 802-388-1238

info@memorialsportscenter.org • www.memorialsportscenter.org

• Soccer 
• Lacrosse 
• Basketball
• Baseball 
• Hockey 
• Rollerblading 

• Concerts 
• Car Shows
• Home Shows
• Flea Markets
• Fundraisers
• & More

Let Us Host Your Event!

Teamwork divides
the task and
multiplies the success.
    Author Unknown

Good Luck Teams!

HEATING OIL  •  PLUMBING & HEATING  • GASOLINE

Owned & Operated by the MacIntyre Family since 1943

“Making Friends Warm Is Our Business”

388-9260
213 Exchange St., Middlebury

Schedule

(See MUHS, Page 6C)
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By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — The 2021 

highlights for Vergennes Union 
High School spring sports were 
boys’ track and fi eld’s third-place 
fi nish in Division III, including fi ve 
event wins; semifi nal appearances 
by the baseball and VUHS-Mount 
Abe girls’ lacrosse teams; and 
continued progress by the softball 
program. 

It could look a little different this 
spring, as senior track, baseball 
and lacrosse stars have graduated, 
although there are reasons for 
either or both long- and short-term 
optimism for all those programs. 

And softball looks to be 
continuing its upswing as 
reinforcements arrive to 
supplement a strong nucleus.

What to look for?
SOFTBALL

With a veteran core, deeper 
pitching and young talent, Coach 
Travis Scribner believes the 

Commodore softball team could 
break through in D-III this spring.

“I’m excited for this year because 
we have the depth. We have the 
veteran presence,” Scribner said. 

Senior Sierra Bertrand returns 
after varsity appearances since her 
freshman year while serving as a 
pitching anchor over the years. This 
season she will share the mound 
with promising freshman Savanah 
Blaise. “We’ve got pitching depth 
this year,” Scribner said. 

Another veteran, senior Felicia 
Poirier, can also spot in on the 
rubber, but she primarily brings 
a strong bat and defense as a fi rst 
baseman. Bertrand can fi ll in there 
if Poirier does pitch. 

Senior Kaitlyn Little returns 
behind the plate, with junior 
Samantha Hallock the backup.

Scribner plans for Bertrand 
and Blaise to share the second 
base job, and senior shortstop 
Audrey Tembreull, like Poirier, is a 

multi-year starter. Junior Madison 
Perkins, sophomore Maci Forgues 
and freshman Rory Couture back 
up the middle infi eld. 

Jasmine Little excelled in left 
fi eld in 2021, but takes over third 
base this season, with freshman 
Katie Laberge available there if 
necessary. “Our infi eld is going to 
be solid,” Scribner said. 

Scribner plans to deploy Laberge 
in left fi eld, with Hallock in center 
fi eld and the team’s other multi-year 
senior veteran, Audrey Scribner, 
in right fi eld. Juniors Mckenzie 
Bell and Madison Laberge and 
freshmen Kira Emmons and Ava 
Mullin will also see time in the 
outfi eld, according to the coach.

In all, Scribner is looking 
forward to a competitive season. 

“It feels good to be able to get 
back out on the diamond with the 
girls,” he said.
GIRLS’ LACROSSE

In 2019, Coach Marikate Kelley’s 

Vergennes-Mount Abraham 
cooperative girls’ lacrosse team 
went undefeated on the way to the 
D-II title. 

But after graduation of a number 
of players in the past two years 
and the decision of a few seniors 
to forego their last season, only 
two athletes from that team return 
this spring, senior midfi elders 
Txuxa Konczal-Doherty and Elena 
Bronson. 

And only two other full-time 
players return from the 2021 
team, which reached the D-II 
semifi nal round a year ago: senior 
attacker Halle Huizenga and junior 
midfi elder Cassandra Guillemette. 
Sophomore goalie Carley Cook 
also fi lled in at the end of last 
spring. 

Nevertheless, Kelley 
liked what she saw this 
preseason, and not just 
because she 
was “really 
excited” about 
the growth in t h e 
younger players.

“The whole group is coachable,” 
she said. “We’re really having 
to start from scratch, and they’re 
really buying into it. And those kids 

who are upperclassmen are just 
really supportive of those players 
and showing good leadership.”

The roster includes Cook in goal 
and 13 fi eld players: Kelley said all 

will see plenty of time 
playing games.

On defense will 
be juniors Liana 
Gay, Francesca 

Nudo and 
Natalie Adams, 
and sophomore 

Nell Harvey. 

Along with 
Konczal-Doherty, 

Bronson and 

Guillemette, 
Kelley said s h e ’ d 
probably rotate p l a y e r s 
at attack and midfi eld, including 
Huizenga and sophomores Annie 
Dufault and Emerson Rice. 

Joining Huizenga, Dufault and 
Rice as attackers will be juniors 

Carlyn Rapoport and Reese 
Gernander and sophomore Anna 
Stillwell. 

Kelley expects the team to 
improve as the season progresses, 
and cites that as her main goal this 
spring. 

“When you have a young team, 
the growth over the course of the 
season is what you’re hoping for,” 
Kelley said, adding, “They’re 
working hard, they’re really 
coachable, and from what I’ve seen 
they really support each other so 
far. And for me those are the pieces 
that make success over time.”

The Commodores are playing a 
more challenging schedule, which 
could also improve their play. 

“Play some tough games, 
and it will get you ready for the 
tournament,” Kelley said.
BASEBALL

After a number of years as an 
assistant, Andy O’Brien takes over 
as the Commodore head coach this 
spring. O’Brien has for years also 
coached VUHS middle school and 
area youth teams, and also assisted 
Middlebury Union High School 
varsity hockey.

He inherits a team that has 

Serving Addison & Chittenden Counties Since 1945

PROPANE • ULTRA LOW SULFUR FUEL OIL • KEROSENE
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICES

802-877-2661
205 Main Street, Vergennes • jackmanfuels.com

Best of Luck to all of our 
Student Athletes this Spring!

JACKMAN FUELS, INC.

Union High SchoolUnion High School
Vergennes

VUHS Softball  Coach: Travis Scribner

Roster
Sierra Bertrand 12
Kaitlyn Little 12
Felicia Poirier 12
Audrey Scribner 12
Audrey Tembreull 12
McKenzie Bell 11
Samantha Hallock 11
Madison Laberge 11
Jasmine Little 11
Madison Perkins 11
Maci Forgues 10
Savanah Blaise 9
Rory Couture 9
Kira Emmons 9
Katelyn Laberge 9
Ava Mullin 9

4/16  Williamstown 11 a.m.
4/21  @ Peoples  4:30 p.m.
4/23  Richford  11 a.m.
4/26  BFA Fairfax  4:30 p.m.
4/30  @ U-32   11 a.m.
5/3  Hartford  4:30 p.m.
5/5  @ Mt. Abe  4:30 p.m.
5/7  Milton  4:30 p.m.
5/10  @ MUHS   4:30 p.m.
5/12  @ Enosburg  4:30 p.m.
5/14  @ Rice   11 a.m.
5/17  @ Mt. Abe  4:30 p.m.
5/19  @ Milton  4:30 p.m.
5/21  MUHS  11 a.m.
5/24  Enosburg  4:30 p.m.
5/26  Rice  4:30 p.m.

Schedule

VUHS Baseball  Coach: Andy O’Brien

Roster
Kyle Bacon 12
Richard Cosgrove 12
Jacob Aunchman 11
Xavier DeBlois 11
Zeke Dubois 11
Elijah Duprey 11
Parker Kayhart 11
Nathan Muzzy 11
Peyton Paquette 11
Jackson Becher 10
Tyler Kimball 10
Eyon Tembreull 10
Reese Paquette 9
Gabriel Scribner 9

4/16  Williamstown 11 a.m.
4/21  @ Peoples  4:30 p.m.
4/23  @ Rice   11 a.m.
4/26  BFA Fairfax  4:30 p.m.
4/28  Montpelier  4:30 p.m.
4/30  @ U-32   11 a.m.
5/5  @ Mt. Abe  4:30 p.m.
5/7  Milton  4:30 p.m.
5/10  @ MUHS   4:30 p.m.
5/12  @ Enosburg 4:30 p.m.
5/14  @ Missisquoi  11 a.m.
5/17  @ Mt. Abe  4:30 p.m.
5/19  @ Milton   4:30 p.m.
5/21  MUHS  11 a.m.
5/24  Enosburg   4:30 p.m.
5/26  Missisquoi  4:30 p.m.

Schedule

VUHS Track and Field Coach: Charlie Kornman

Roster
Madeline DeGraaf 12
Christopher Therrien 12
Calvin Gramling 10
Ryder Messinger 10
Calder Rakowski 10
Rory Couture 9
Ethan Croke 9
Grey Fearon 9
Torrey Hanna 9

4/5  @ Burlington
4/12  @ CVU
5/4  @ Milton
5/6  @ South Burlington
5/7  @ Fair Haven
5/14  @ Burlington Invite
5/19  @ MUHS
5/28  @ Essex Invite
6/4  D-III Championship Meet, Windsor

Schedule

(See VUHS, Page 7C)

senior Megan Balparda and junior 
Vivian Ross, are likely to do more 
handling that most of the other 
players. 

But Steele would like to 
emphasize versatility among the 
team’s athletes to allow for a 
smoother and more effective game 

fl ow. She would like the cutters to 
be able to throw, and handlers to 
be able to cut effectively. 

“One of our goals for the team 
this year was to have everybody 
doing everything,” Steele said.

Senior Astrid Olsen, returning 
to Ultimate after a year on the track 
team, and three of the team’s juniors 
in particular should be able to fi ll 
both roles, Melody Berenbaum, 
Mary Conklin, and Spirit Captain 
Ari Graham-Gurland. 

Senior Camille Magliente; 

juniors Elise Heppell, possibly 
the team’s strongest defender, and 
Liliana Luksch; and sophomore B 
Porter will primarily cut, at least to 
start with, according to Steele. 

A team positive, Steele said, is 
the athletes’ chemistry.

“Their team cohesion is unreal,” 
she said. “They were really 
successful at establishing a team 
culture. They really bonded with 
each other. They really work well 
together.”

Steele is encouraged about the 

season because she expects the 
Tigers to improve because of 
their positive attitude and “growth 
mindset.”

“They play hard every point, 
and see everything as a learning 
opportunity,” she said.

Also importantly for MUHS 
Ultimate, Tiger teams have 
consistently been recognized for 
their integrity in self-offi ciating, 
sportsmanship and demeanor — 
collectively known as “Spirit” in 
the Ultimate world. 

At the end of the game, teams 
rank each other on spirit, 
and at the end of the season, 
the team with the highest 
rankings is honored. MUHS 
has always fared well, and it 
is a point of emphasis before 
and during the season. 

“I think for the past three 
years we’ve won the Spirit Award,” 
Billings said. “There’s a lot of 
fairness and equity we talk about, 
and it’s kind of baked into the 
culture. Yeah, I think we’ll keep 

that 
up.” MUHS

(Continued from Page 5C)
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By ANDY KIRKALDY
BRISTOL — The spring of 2021 

saw the Mount Abraham softball 
team and its joint boys’ lacrosse 
squad with Vergennes reach 
semifi nals, the baseball squad win 
a fi rst-round Division II game after 
winning 10 regular season games, 
and the track and fi eld program 
qualify a number of athletes for the 
D-II championship meet, with a 
couple reaching the podium. 

It’s safe to say expectations are 
high again in 2022.
SOFTBALL

The Eagle softball program 
has enjoyed plenty of success in 
recent years, winning the D-II title 
in 2017, 2018 and 2019 before 
COVID-19 in 2020 and a semifi nal 
upset at home this past spring 
ended the streak. 

Coach Don McCormick said a 
few things would be important for 
a return to glory for a team that he 
pointed out returned 90% of its 
players last year. 

McCormick would like to see 
the Eagles earn a top-four seed and 

thus home fi eld for the fi rst three 
rounds. Support from hundreds of 
family members and friends has 
certainly helped boost the Eagles 
to those fi nals over the years. 

And do so he said the team has 
to focus every time out.

“We’ve got to be all on the 
same page during the games,” 
McCormick said.

And he expects another issue, 
a 2021 defense not up to the 
program’s high standards, 
to resolve itself.

McCormick said the 
Eagles had fi rst-year starters 
around the infi eld in 2021, and 
he foresees a tighter defense this 
spring with more seasoning.

“We’ve got to improve our 
defense, for sure. We gave a lot 
of teams a lot of runs last year,” 
he said. “We’re defi nitely a better 
defensive team than we showed, 
and we’re already this spring 
looking better.”

It will help that the team is 
loaded with good pitching and 
catching. On the mound, juniors 

Eve McCormick and Payton 
Vincent and senior Cami Willsey 

are all proven competitors. 
“We’ve honestly 

got three B-plus 
p i t c h e r s , ” 
McCormick said. 
“Not a lot of D-II 
schools can say 

that.”
Behind the 

plate Willsey tops 
a depth chart that 

also includes senior 
Isabella Powell, junior 
Gabby Lafreniere and 
sophomore Joanna 
Toy, all of whom will 
start somewhere in the 

lineup. 
“I feel really great about 

our pitching and catching,” 
McCormick said.

Around the infi eld returning are 
senior Natalie Chase at fi rst base, 
sophomore Madelyn Hayden at 
second base, junior Lucy Parker 
at shortstop, and Vincent at third 
base. McCormick can move from 
the mound to play fi rst, junior 
Dakota Larocque can play second 
base or outfi eld, and Willsey can 
take over at third if Vincent moves 
to the mound.

Toy, Powell in center and 
Lafreniere are top candidates in 
the outfi eld, with senior Alyssa 
Whitcomb, junior Patricia 
McNerney, Breanne Preston and 
Larocque, and sophomore Sarah 
Heath also in the mix.

Will the Eagles hit well enough 
to achieve the program goal of 
contending for another crown?

“I’m not worried about our 
offense,” McCormick said.

BASEBALL 
Entering his 41st spring at 

Mount Abe, Coach Jeff Stetson is 
ever optimistic about his baseball 
team, especially this year, when 
a half-dozen seniors return who 
helped spark his Eagles to a 10-win 
season in 2021.

“That group of seniors are a 
good group of baseball players and 
are really motivated kids,” Stetson 
said. “We have a great leadership 
core.”

Those seniors mostly fulfi ll key 
roles. 

Neil Guy is the starter at 
shortstop and member of what 
Stetson envisions as a solid 
pitching rotation; Adam Mansfi eld 
is the No. 1 starter on the mound 
and will play some third base and 
outfi eld; Tanner Harris will likely 
start at catcher; Carter Monks gets 

the nod at fi rst and will throw in 
relief; Ethan Thompson will rotate 
in at catcher, outfi eld and DH; and 
Owen Bromley will back up at fi rst 
base.

Rounding out the pitching 
rotation will be juniors Chance 
Denecker and Gus Hill, while 
Thompson and junior Caleb Russell 
are capable relievers, Stetson said. 

“I’ve got four guys I can pitch, 
and then a couple others I feel 
pretty good about,” Stetson said.

Denecker will most likely start 
at second and Hill at third when 
they are not on the mound, with 
junior Reiss Hendee ready to step 
in at second and Russell available 
at third as well as fi rst. Sophomore 
Tanner Castillo will spell Guy at 
short when he’s on the mound, 
and juniors Aidan Harris and Ben 

contended the past couple seasons 
in D-III, but was hard-hit by 
graduation, including losing its 
entire 2021 starting pitching 
rotation.

But O’Brien said intangibles 
should help the Commodores make 
the most of their talent.

“There’s sort of a change in 
mindset, getting them to buy into 
what we’re teaching them. Every 
practice is organized. Every drill 
is timed,” he said in the preseason. 

“And we’re trying to build a 
team mentality, not individual. 
You can’t win as one person on a 
baseball team. You’ve got to win as 
nine. Only nine come to the table, 
but everyone on the team has got to 
be a contributor… almost everyone 
has a defi ned role on the team right 
now. They’re all buying into that.”

O’Brien acknowledged some 
roles could change, but shared an 

outline of how things could look. 
He foresees a p i t c h i n g 

staff that includes j u n i o r s 
Nate Muzzy, Peyton 
Paquette and 
Elijah Duprey, 
sophomore Tyler 
Kimball, and at least in 
relief, freshman 
G a b r i e l 
Scribner.

“We’re a 
young pitching 
squad, but they 
all saw time at the JV level. 
And in the three weeks we’ve 
had them, they’ve come a 
long way,” O’Brien said.

Senior Kyle Bacon, 
junior Parker Kayhart 
and freshman Reese 
Paquette could all put on 
the catching equipment. 

Around the infi eld, O’Brien 
said fi rst base is a bit of a 
question mark, with juniors 
Jacob Aunchman, Zeke 
Dubois and Xavier DeBlois 
and sophomore Tyler Kimball 
among the candidates.

DeBlois is 
more likely to 

see time at 
second base, 
with Scribner 
and Peyton 

P a q u e t t e 
a l s o 
available 
t h e r e . 
D u p r e y 
is the 
s h o r t s t o p 

when not 
on the 
mound, with 
Scribner the 

most likely backup, 
and sophomore 

Eyon Tembreull 
the probable starter 

at third. Kayhart and 
Reese Paquette could 

also see time in the infi eld, 
according to O’Brien. 
Senior Richard Cosgrove 

and sophomore Logan Becher 
are outfi elders, with Bacon, 

Scribner, Aunchman, Muzzy, 
Kimball and Dubois also in the 

outfi eld mix. 
Defensively, O’Brien expects 

the Commodores to be solid. At 
bat and on the basepaths, he said 
they’ll have to be aggressive. 

“We’ve got to create our 
runs. They’re not going to come 
easy, so we’ve got to create our 
opportunities, and make the 
most out of those opportunities,” 
O’Brien said. “If that happens, 
we’ll have success offensively.”
TRACK & FIELD

Another new coach takes over 
the Commodore track and fi eld 
program: VUHS teacher Charlie 
Kornman, a former track and fi eld 
and football coach elsewhere who 
specialized in throwing events as a 
competitor. 

Meanwhile, VUHS varsity cross-
country and indoor track and fi eld 
Coach Mary Neffi nger will take 
over the VUHS middle-school 
program, which features 31 athletes, 
offering promise for the future of 
the varsity program. 

Kornman is overseeing a 
varsity team with low numbers 
— 10 athletes, few with varsity 

experience. 
Despite the athlete count, he’s 

working with Neffi nger to add 
more options to a program that 
has largely focused on running. 
Several Commodores have picked 
up either the discus or the shot this 
past winter and notably this spring, 
plus some have looked at jumping, 
at least on the middle school side.

“Some of the specialty sessions, 
for jumping and throwing, we may 
mix up middle school and high 
school,” Kornman said.

Meanwhile, he said the 
Commodores have come in with 
positive attitudes and open minds.

“They’re excited about the 
season, and they’re really excited 
about trying some new things,” 
Kornman said. 

The team has two seniors: 
Madeline DeGraaf in the preseason 
was eyeing running at 200 and 400 
meters, while Christopher Therrien 
is an experienced distance runner 
who will likely run at 1,500 meters 
and could stretch out to 3,000.

Sophomores Calvin Gramling, 
Ryder Messinger and Calder 

Rakowski all have experience 
at middle distances and could 
run the 400 and 800; Gramling 
and Rakowski are among those 
experimenting with the discus. 

Sophomores Riley Gagnon and 
Ethan Croke are candidates to run 
at 200 and 400 meters, at least 
to start out with, and will join the 
sophomores in the competition to 
form a new VUHS four-by-400 
boys’ relay team. 

Freshman Grey Fearon is a 
middle-distance and distance runner 
who also threw the shot this winter 
and might start hurling the discus as 
well, according to Kornman. 

Joining DeGraaf on the girls’ 
side are freshmen Rory Couture, 
a sprinter, and Torrey Hanna, who 
Kornman said could run the 800 
and throw the discus. 

Kornman is looking forward to 
working with the Commodores this 
spring. 

“It’s not a huge group, but they’ve 
been doing cross-country and track 
together, many of them for years 
now,” he said. “It’s a great group.”

VUHS
(Continued from Page 6C)

VUHS Girls Lacrosse
Coach: Marikate Kelley

Roster
Elena Bronson  12
Txuxa Doherty-Konczal 12
Halle Huizenga 12
Natalie Adams 11
Liana Gay 11
Carlyn Rapport 11
Cassandra Guillemette 11
Francesca Nudo 11
Reese Gernander 11
Nell Harvey 10
Carley Cook 10
Annie Dufault 10
Emerson Rice 10
Anna Stilwell 10

4/5  Essex  4:30 p.m.
4/12  @ S. Albans  4:30 p.m.
4/16  @ Hartford  11 a.m.
4/19  @ CVU   4:30 p.m.
4/26  @ Burlington  4:30 p.m.
4/28  GMVS   4:30 p.m.
4/30  Stowe  11 a.m.
5/4  Harwood  4:30 p.m.
5/6  U-32  4:30 p.m.
5/10  @ Spaulding  4:30 p.m.
5/13  Lamoille  4:30 p.m.
5/17  Colchester   4:30 p.m.
5/20  @ St. Johnsbury  4:30 p.m.
5/24  Milton  4:30 p.m.
5/27  @ Rice   4:30 p.m.

Schedule

Mount Abraham

Make that spoonful the

BEST it can be with
MONUMENT FARMS MILK!

skim milk
1% milk
2% milk

whole milk

Monument Farms Dairy
2107 James Road  |  Weybridge, VT 

802-545-2119  |  MonumentFarms.com

MAUHS Softball   Coach: Don McCormick

Roster
Natalie Chase 12
Isabella Powell 12
Alyssa Whitcomb 12
Cami Willsey 12
Gabrielle LaFreniere 11
Dakota Larocque 11
Eve McCormick 11
Lucy Parker 11
Breanne Preston 11
Madelyn Hayden 9
Sarah Heath 9
Joanna Toy 9

4/12 Spaulding 4:30 p.m.
4/14 Burlington 4:30 p.m.
4/16 Fair Haven 4:30 p.m.
4/21 @ OVUHS 4:30 p.m.
4/23 @ Missisquoi 11 a.m.
4/28 @ S. Burlington 4:30 p.m.
5/5 @ VUHS 4:30 p.m.
5/7 Rice 2:30 p.m.
5/10 Milton 4:30 p.m.
5/12 MUHS 4:30 p.m.
5/14 @ Enosburg 11 a.m.
5/17 VUHS 4:30 p.m.
5/19 @ Rice 4:30 p.m.
5/21 @ Milton 11 a.m.
5/24 @ MUHS 4:30 p.m.
5/26 Enosburg 4:30 p.m.

Schedule

(See MAUHS Page 8C)

Union High SchoolUnion High School
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Marcum could see time at fi rst 
base. 

Castillo; juniors Lucas Grover, 
Norm Benoit and Bradley Wells; 
Mansfi eld and Thompson, are all 
in the mix in the outfi eld. 

Offensively, Stetson sees the 
Eagles as contact hitters rather than 
sluggers 

“I think we’ll hit the ball hard 
and make teams make plays,” he 
said. 

Coming off 10 wins for the 
fi rst time in a few years, Stetson 
wouldn’t rule out a run at the 
program’s fi rst D-II title since 2016 
and sixth since 2000. And after all 
these years, he even pointed out 
technology has fi nally made its 
way to the north end of the Mount 
Abe campus.

“Their expectations of 
themselves are high, where they 
feel like everybody we play, we’re 
going to give them a game,” he 
said. “We’re excited. We even have 
a scoreboard this year.”
TRACK & FIELD 

With close to a dozen athletes 
returning who qualifi ed to compete 
in either the D-II 2021 outdoor or 
2022 winter indoor championship 
meet, plus a number of promising 
younger participants, Mount Abe 
track and fi eld co-coaches Evan 
Friend and Kat Hughes were 
looking forward to this spring. 

“We’re super excited to have 
these kids out here,” Friend said.

She believes some of the Eagles 
will break through to the next level.

“We’re hoping to see more 
athletes at New Englands this 
year,” Friend said. “I think it’s very 
possible to see a lot of our athletes 
from states to New Englands.”

Four athletes return after podium 
performances: Junior Gavin 
Bannister placed in the 2021 
300-meter hurdles, senior Maddie 
Donaldson at 800 meters, junior 
Maisy Hill in the 2021 100 hurdles, 
and sophomore Joe Darling in the 
indoor triple jump.

Qualifi ers from 2021 include 
seniors Noah Engvall and Abigail 
Johnson at 800 meters, senior Alex 
Yaggy in the 100, junior Olivia 
Devino in the pole vault, junior 
Ruby Jean Hall in the 300 hurdles, 
and Darling in the 200.

Indoor qualifi ers include Yaggy 
in the shot put, junior Dustin 
Lavigne in the hurdles, and 
freshman runner Kayla Friend. 

Hughes noted a number of the 
newcomers are interested in the 
hurdles, making that discipline a 
strong point for the team: “We have 
some brand-new hurdlers, and this 
year we also have some returning.”  

Hughes and Friend also expect 
some younger runners to break 
through, including freshman 
Lauren Cousino as well as 
sophomores Grace Orvis and Luke 
Mayer, particularly with help from 
veteran mentors. 

“We’ve got some great up and 

coming new runners that we’re 
excited to see how they perform. 
And they’re very self-motivated.” 
Hughes said. “They’re happy to be 
here, and all the older athletes have 
really welcomed them in, which is 
something that we love to see.”

“It’s just great to see that,” 
Friend added, citing senior Maddie 
Donaldson, Yaggy and junior 
Abby Sturtevant in particular as 
demonstrating leadership.

The coaches are also looking at 
the running depth as allowing the 
Eagles to fi eld competitive girls’ 
and boys’ relay teams, particularly 
in the four-by-100- and 200-meter 
distances. Early tryouts were 
encouraging. 

“There are some good times 
there,” Hughes said. 
BOYS’ LACROSSE

In 2021 the Mount Abe boys’ 
lacrosse team had a shot at the 
D-III title, but in a semifi nal 
couldn’t hold a late lead at eventual 
champion Green Mountain Valley, 
losing by a goal. 

“We made an incredible run last 
year,” said Coach Ed Cook. “Our 
fi tness ran out.”

That result means a focus on 
conditioning this spring, especially 
without a lot of depth this season.

“That’s a big emphasis at this 
point of the season, getting our 
kids fi t,” Cook said. “We have a 
light roster, so we’re going to have 
to be really fi t.”

The team also has a tough D-II 
schedule, graduated a number of 
key players, and lost key senior 

defender Carmelo Miceli to injury. 
Cook was thinking about a 

strictly rebuilding season until the 
Eagles moved the ball well and 
scored 14 goals in 
a scrimmage in 
Burlington.

“It went 
f r o m a 
completely 
rebuilding 
mindset, 
to we 
c a n 

w i n 
s o m e 

games and be 
competitive,” he said.
Graduation did hit the 

program harder on defense 
and to an extent at midfi eld, 
and Cook expects a learning 
curve this spring. 

“Our defense is still a 
work in progress,” he said. 
“We’re going to struggle in 
the beginning.”

He is confi dent in an 
attack that will feature 
juniors Henry Anderson 
and Sawyer Shepard and 
sophomore Noah Ladeau, 
with sophomore Finley Kaeck 
spelling them. 

Senior Taylor Stearns 
will anchor the midfi eld, 
including by serving as the 
Eagles’ faceoff specialist. 
Senior Bill Lyons; 
sophomores Jake 
Kadar, Finley, Sawyer 
Leonard, Samuel 

Mangini and Andrew Nolan; and 
freshmen Chase Atkins, Lorenzo 
Atocha and Jonah Howell are all in 
the midfi eld mix. 

Seniors Collin 
Dupoise and Creed 
Stillwell are long-
s t i c k 
m i d d i e s 
o r 

potential 
defensive 
s t a r t e r s , 
and senior 
J a d e 

E d w a r d s 
could also start 

in the back. Cook also 
expects sophomores Benjamin 

MacDonald and Jordan Schroeder 
to be defensive mainstays. 

Sophomore Connor Meacham 
will take over in goal, and another 
sophomore, Moises Otero, 

volunteered to serve as his backup.
Cook said the challenging 

schedule should prepare the 
Eagles for the D-III playoffs, but 
regardless of how things play out 
this year he believes the future is 
bright, especially with a youth 
program now established in 
Bristol. 

“We have a young 
team,” he said. 

“We’re going 
to have some 

g r o w i n g 
p a i n s , 
and we’re 
going to 

t a k e 
o u r 

lumps and bumps, 
but in the next 
couple years we’re 

going to be right back 
where we were last 

year.”

MAUHS 
(Continued from Page 7C)

MAUHS Boys Lacrosse   
Coach: Don McCormick

Roster
Collin Dupoise 12
Jade Edwards  12
William Lyons 12
Carmelo Miceli 12
Taylor Stearns 12
Creed Stilwell  12
Henry Anderson 11
Sawyer Shepard 11
Owen Frizzell 10
Jake Kadar 10
Finley Kaeck 10
Noah Ladeau 10
Sawyer Leonard 10
Benjamin MacDonald 10
Samuel Mangini 10
Connor Meacham 10
Andrew James Nolan 10

Moises Otero 10
Jordan Schroeder 10
Chase Atkins 9
Lorenzo Atocha 9
Jonah Howell 9

4/12 OVUHS 4 p.m.
4/15 @ Spaulding 4 p.m.
4/26 @ Harwood 4 p.m.
4/29 St. Johnsbury 4 p.m.
5/2 Hartford 4:30 p.m.
5/4 Randolph 4:30 p.m.
5/7 @ Montpelier 3 p.m.
5/11 @ OVUHS 4:30 p.m.
5/14 Stowe 10 a.m.
5/16 Rice 4:30 p.m.
5/18 Milton 4:30 p.m.
5/21 @ BFA Fairfax 11 a.m.
5/26  @ Colchester 4:30 p.m.

Schedule

MAUHS Baseball
Coach: Jeff Stetson

Roster
Owen Bromley 12
Neil Guy 12
Tanner Harris 12
Adam Mansfi eld 12
Carter Monks 12
Ethan Thompson 12
Norm Benoit 11
Chance Denecker 11
Lucas Grover 11
Aiden Harris 11
Reiss Henke 11
Ben Marcum 11
Gus Hill 11
Caleb Russell 11
Bradley Wells 11
Tanner Castillo 10

4/14 Burlington 4:30 p.m.
4/16 Fair Haven 11 a.m.
4/21 @ OVUHS 4:30 p.m.
4/28 @ S. Burlington 4:30 p.m.
4/30 Spaulding 11 a.m.
5/3 @ Rice 4:30 p.m.
5/5 @ VUHS 4:30 p.m.
5/7 Missisquoi 2:30 p.m.
5/10 Milton 4:30 p.m.
5/12 MUHS 4:30 p.m.
5/14 @ Enosburg 11 a.m.
5/17 VUHS 11 a.m.
5/19 @ Missisquoi 4:30 p.m.
5/21 @ Milton 11 a.m.
5/24 @ MUHS 4:30 p.m.
5/26 Enosburg 4:30 p.m.

Schedule

ScoreScoreBOARD
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 MATT DICKERSON
Outdoors (and outdoor writers) in Vermont

(See Dickerson, Page 3B)

(See Schedule, Page 4B)

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTSBoys’ Hockey2/5 MUHS at Rice................................LateGirls’ Hockey2/5 MUHS at Stowe.............................LateGirls’ Basketball2/4 Mt. Abe vs. MUHS .......................45-21
2/4 Enosburg vs. VUHS.....................55-50
2/4 Burr & Burton vs. OV...................41-23Boys’ Basketball2/3 MUHS vs. Missisquoi...................83-57

2/3 Twinfield vs. VUHS ......................53-48
2/5 Enosburg at VUHS ........................Late
2/5 Mt. Abe at Missisquoi.....................Late
2/5 Milton at MUHS .............................Late
2/5 MSJ at OV .....................................LateCOLLEGE SPORTSWomen’s Hockey2/4 Midd. vs. Norwich ............................2-2

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTSBoys’ Hockey2/7 CVU at MUHS ............................. 7 PM
2/12 MUHS at St. Albans................... 7 PM
2/14 Stowe at MUHS......................... 7 PMGirls’ Hockey2/7 Brattleboro at MUHS ................... 5 PM

2/12 MUHS at Essex .................... 6:15 PM
2/14 U-32 at MUHS ........................... 5 PM

ScheduleSchedule

This coming June, the 
Outdoor Writers Association of 
America (OWAA) is hosting 
their annual conference at Jay 
Peak up in northern Vermont. 
It’s a great gathering of outdoor 
communicators: writers, 
photographers, filmmakers, 
editors and publishers, and 
others affiliated with the industry 
including reps of various 
manufacturers. I’ve been to this conference 

twice in the past four years: when it was held in Montana in 2016 and then again in Arkansas in 2019. As enjoyable as those locations were, and as 
much as they had to offer in 
outdoor recreation, I’m even more 
excited to have the conference 
come to Vermont in 2020. 
Though as one of the “local” 
OWAA members I got drawn into 
some of the organizational work 
of planning the event, the work 
should prove worthwhile for 
several reasons. One reason is I won’t have 

to travel by plane to go to the 
conference this year.A bigger reason is that Vermont 

has a lot to offer when it comes 
to outdoor activities. I have more 
than a little pride in my state, 
and am glad people from away 
get to taste a bit of that. When 
I’m interacting with my outdoor 
communicator colleagues at the 
conference, I’ll claim all those 
great outdoor opportunities as my 
own, as though I know all about 
them and get to take advantage 
of them all the time. I’ll hope to 
be given credit for how much the 
state has to offer, or at least to be 
viewed as a possessor of local 
knowledge.The reality, however, is that 

Eagle girls ride press past Tigers
Defense too much for visiting MUHS

Mount Abe grad makes Hall of Fame

By ANDY KIRKALDYJERICHO — The Vergennes 
Union High School wrestling team 
finished third, the highest among 
Vermont teams, at Saturday’s Jason 
Lowell Memorial Tournament 
hosted by Mount Mansfield Union 
High School.Five Commodores reached the 

podium, led by junior Aidan Gebo. 
Gebo won at 126 pounds and the 
tournament’s coaches chose him as 
the event’s Outstanding Wrestler. Otter Valley, Mount Abraham 

and Middlebury wrestlers also 
earned top-four finishes at the 29-
team tournament. Peru, N.Y. won the tournament 

with 241.5 points, followed by 
Malone, N.Y. (108.5), VUHS 
(100), Champlain Valley (95.5), 
and OV (89).Mount Abe (63.5) took ninth, 

and MUHS (37) was 14th.Local wrestlers finishing in the 
top four in their weight classes 
were: 

• 106 pounds: 4. Eli Brace, 
VUHS.

• 120: 3. Matt Conant, MAUHS.
• 126: 1. Gebo, VUHS.• 132: 3. Taylor Stearns, VUHS.

• 152: 3. David Williams, OV; 4. 
John Bent, MAUHS.• 160: 4. Calvin Kennett, 

MUHS.
• 182: 3. Barret Barrows, VUHS.
• 195: 2. Gabe Payne-Vinick, 

VUHS. 
• 220: 4. Keaton Rayborn, 

MAUHS.
• 285: 2. Jared Denis, OV; 3. 

Nick Sheldrick, MUHS.

H.S. hoop: Tiger boys post only victory

VUHS wrestling excels at MMU tournament

(See Wrap, Page 3B)

ADDISON COUNTY — In high 
school basketball action earlier this 
week only the Middlebury boys 
picked up a win, as the Vergennes 
and Otter Valley girls teams lost at 
home, and the Commodore boys 
lost a close road game. The Tiger girls also visited 

Mount Abraham on Tuesday; see 
story on Page 1B. The Mount Abe and Otter Valley 

boys both played on Wednesday 
after the deadline for this edition. 
TIGER BOYSOn Monday the Tiger boys 

bounced back from a disappointing 
setback on the previous Friday to 
thump visiting Missisquoi, 83-
57. Tyler Buxton led a balanced 
offense with 16 points, and Colby 
Hammond and Jeff Lokatys add-
ed 10 apiece for MUHS.The 8-6 Tiger boys were sched-

uled to host Milton on Wednesday 
and are set to visit North Country 
on Saturday.VUHS GIRLSAt VUHS on Tuesday Enosburg 

used a high-scoring second half 
and sank seven three-pointers to 
edge the Commodore girls, 55-50. 
Lydia Bowen led a balanced Hornet 
attack with 15 points.Felicia Poirier sparked VUHS 

with 24 points, 10 rebounds and 
eight steals. Sophie Hatch scored 
10, and Kate Gosliga finished with 

COLCHESTER — Former 
Mount Abraham Union High 
School multi-sport all-star and 
University of New Hampshire 
standout hockey player Carol 
Weston, now a soccer and hockey 
referee, was picked last week as 
one of the 10 newest members of 
the Vermont Sports Hall of Fame. 

The Vermont Sports Hall of 
Fame announced its eighth group 
of inductees during a Jan. 29 news 

conference at Saint Michael’s 
College.

The other inductees are cross 
country and track star Tara Chaplin 
of Middlesex, former UVM 
hockey coach Jim Cross, former 
BFA-St. Albans hockey player 
and coach Toby Ducolon, South 
Burlington gymnastics champion 
Debbie Dunkley, Olympic ski 
jumper Jeff Hastings of Norwich, 
basketball players Ed Hockenbury 

of Northfield and Sarah Schreib 
of East Fairfield, golf pro and 
basketball player Libby Smith of 
Essex, and golfer Thomas Pierce 
of Rutland.Complete bios of the 

inductees are available online at 
vermontsportshall.com. The class will be formally 

inducted at the 2020 Vermont 
Sports Hall of Fame dinner at the (See Weston, Page 3B)

CAROL  WESTON

By ANDY KIRKALDYBRISTOL — Pressure defense 
by the host Mount Abraham Union 
High School girls’ basketball team 

proved to be too much for visiting 
Middlebury on Tuesday, when 
the Eagles forced 17 first-half 
turnovers and 28 total in a 45-21 
victory. 

The 8-5 Eagles also showed signs 
of the more balanced scoring that 
Coach Connie LaRose has been 

seeking to support senior guard 
Chloe Johnston, especially now 
that it is official that sophomore 
forward Grace Harvey will not 
return from a Jan. 23 knee injury. Johnston still led the way with 

15 points, but four other Eagles 
contributed between five and nine 

points apiece, and generally they 
showed a greater willingness to be 
more assertive on the attack.LaRose was pleased with the 

development.  “We’ve been talking about 
that for a week and a half. Teams 
have been face-guarding Chloe. 
They’re double-teaming her. That 
means somebody else has some 
options out there, and we need to 
be looking at them,” LaRose said. 
“And whether they went in or not, 
they were taking good shots for the 
most part. We’re working hard on 
practice that when you make those 
cuts and you get the ball, you’re 
head is up on the rim … and I could 
visibly see it happening a few times 
tonight.”

Coach Jen Heath’s 3-10 young 
Tigers — two freshmen, two 
sophomores and a senior started 
— have made progress, but the 
Eagles’ 2-2-1 press proved to be 
too big a hurdle as the Eagles took 
a 15-3 lead after one period. “They have a good press, and we 

practice for it, but nerves come into 
play. It also led to us not having 
enough shots,” Heath said.Heath said the Tigers have fared 

best when they can use their speed 
and athleticism in transition, and 
the Eagles’ press and disciplined 
3-2 zone was not a good matchup, 
although Heath said her team also 
played good man-to-man defense 
— the Tigers forced 19 turnovers. 

“We never got into an offensive 
groove,” Heath said. “I feel like we 
played some really tough defense. 
I thought our intensity was great.”(See Hoops, Page 2B)

EAGLE SENIOR GUARD Chloe Johnston goes high over Tiger defenders Cady Pitner, left, and Hannah Turner to get a shot off in the lane 

during Tuesday’s basketball game at Mount Abraham. Johnston scored 15 points in the Eagles’ victory
Independent photos/Steve James

MUHS SOPHOMORE HANNAH Turner uses a pick set by senior teammate Phoebe Smith on Eagle 

sophomore Abby Reen to attack the lane during Tuesday’s basketball game at Mount Abraham. Turner 

scored five points in the game and was strong on the boards. 
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 MATT DICKERSON

A first adventure

in snow

(See Dickerson, Page 2B)

(See Schedule, Page 3B)

Men’s basketball splits 

games, gets No. 5 seed

Girls’ hockey grounds T-Birds

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

Boys’ Hockey

2/19 MUHS at Colchester..................
..Late

Girls’ Hockey

2/18 MUHS vs. Missisquoi...................
..8-1

Girls’ Basketball

2/17 VUHS vs. Milton ....................
....53-26

2/17 Enosburg vs. MUHS ..................3
9-26

2/17 Mt. Abe vs. Winooski .................5
2-26

2/18 Rutland vs. OV ....................
......52-35

Boys’ Basketball

2/17 Burr & Burton vs. OV .................56-50

2/18 Missisquoi vs. VUHS .................5
4-46

2/18 St. Albans vs. Mt. Abe................50-46

2/18 MSJ vs. OV....................
............49-27

2/19 Enosburg at MUHS....................
..Late

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

Boys’ Hockey

2/22 MUHS at Essex ....................
6:30 PM

2/25 South Burlington at MUHS ........ 7 PM

2/27 ...................
......... Playoff Pairings Set

2/28&29 ....................
.. First-Round Games

3/3&4 ....................
................ Quarterfiinals

3/6&7 ....................
....................

. Semifinals

Girls’ Hockey

2/21 Rice at MUHS....................
........ 7 PM

2/27 ...................
......... Playoff Pairings Set

2/28&29 ....................
.. First-Round Games

3/3&4 ....................
................ Quarterfiinals

3/6&7 ....................
....................

. Semifinals

Girls’ Basketball

2/20 OV at Hartford ....................
....... 7 PM

2/20 Missisquoi at VUHS...................
7 PM

2/20 Colchester at Mt. Abe ................ 7 PM

2/22 VUHS at Richford ............... 12:30 PM

2/21 MUHS at North Country........ 6:30 PM

2/24 MUHS at Milton ....................
..... 7 PM

2/24 Winooski at VUHS ....................
. 7 PM

2/24 Mt. Abe at Missisquoi................. 7 PM

2/25 Springfield at OV .................. 2:30 PM

ScheduleSchedule

Several days ago my wife, 

Deborah, and I went snowshoeing 

and cross-country skiing on a thick 

blanket of lovely fresh snow. We 

weren’t alone. Joining us on the 

outing was our friend Felicia. Felicia 

had never been snowshoeing or 

skiing before. 

Felicia is in 

her third and 

final year living 

in Vermont 

thanks to a 

temporary job in 

town. Two and a 

half years in, and 

she still isn’t a big fan of the cold of 

Vermont winters. For that, she can be 

excused. Felicia grew up in Jamaica. 

The average January temperature 

in Montego Bay (near the cold 

northwest corner of the Caribbean 

island nation) is 74 degrees. That’s at 

nighttime. In the day, it’s 83. Down 

in Kingston on the southeast coast, 

the average daytime temperature is 

even warmer: a balmy 88. When her 

job ends, Felicia will be returning to 

Jamaica, leaving ice and snow and 

frost far behind. Yet she decided she 

shouldn’t leave Vermont without at 

least trying out a winter sport. 

In many ways, this was a bold and 

adventurous step. There are plenty of 

people who have lived in Vermont 

for years, who have never been on 

cross-country skis. Those who have 

been on skis — especially those who 

remember their first experience on 

them — will tell you that skis are 

slippery. They are designed that way. 

Until you learn to control them, they 

have a habit of shooting out from 

under you. 
When I’m in hiking boots and 

I start down a steep slope, I lean 

backward into the slope. That leaning 

backward is a natural instinct when 

one is headed downhill wanting to 

MIDDLEBURY — The Mid-

dlebury Union High School girls’ 

hockey team blitzed visiting Mis-

sisquoi on Tuesday, 8-1, in a key 

Tier II matchup. 

The win moved the Tigers to 

11-6-2 with one game left in their 

regular season. They remained in 

second place in Tier II, right behind 

Harwood (11-5-1). Missisquoi 

dropped to 9-7-1 in Tier II, but 

remained in third place. 

The top two teams in Tier II will 

compete in the Division I tourna-

ment, while the remaining Tier II 

teams and all Tier III teams will 

compete in the D-II tournament.

The Tigers will conclude their 

regular season by hosting Rice on 

Friday at 7 p.m.

The Vermont Principals’ Associ-

ation will release playoff pairings 

for both the Tiger girls’ and boys’ 

hockey teams on Feb. 27. Their 

first-round games, if scheduled, 

will be played on Feb. 28 or 29, 

and quarterfinals are set for March 

3 and 4. 

On Tuesday, the Tigers outshot the 

T-Birds, 42-13. Tiger goalies Abby 

Hodsden and Claire Bruley com-

bined for 12 saves, while Madison 

Conley made 34 saves for MVU. 

Audrey Schnoor led the Tigers 

with three goals and two assists. 

Avery Gale (assist) and Taylor 

Moulton each scored twice, Bella 

Gale scored one goal and assisted 

on two, and Ella Tucker contribut-

ed four assists. 

Brianna Parent scored the lone 

MVU goal. 

Team spirit!
THE VERGENNES AND Otter Valley union high school cheer teams did 

not come away with top-three finishes at Saturday’s state championships 

at VUHS, but displayed plenty of energy, enthusiasm and coordination 

in their routines. The members of the Commodore team are Jenna 

Howlett, Ryleigh Dieterle, Alexis Emmons, Keira Lacey, Skyelynne 

Thayer, Shelby Paquin, Natalie Bergeron, Brianna Cram, Arielle Dumont, 

Heather Dwire, Madison Laberge, Madison Perkins and Kassidy Quinlan. 

OV’s cheerleaders are Paige Bessette, Kellette Boynton, Erika Chapin, 

Madison Colburn, Emily Hutchins, Maggie Loyzelle, Zoe Elliott and Taylor 

Lampman.
Independent photos/Steve James

(See Panthers, Page 2B)

MIDDLEBURY — The 

Middlebury College men’s 

basketball team split two 

NESCAC games this past 

weekend as the Panthers’ 

regular season concluded with 

a satisfying victory over the 

league’s first-place team on 

Friday followed by a stunning, 

last-second upset on Saturday 

that cost Middlebury a first-round 

home playoff game. 

The Panthers (20-4 overall, 

6-4 in NESCAC) finished in a 

three-way tie for third place with 

Trinity (16-8, 6-4) and Williams 

(13-11, 6-4), but lost out on 

tiebreakers because Trinity swept 

both teams in the regular season, 

including the Bantams’ 82-76 

home win on Jan. 31. 
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Otter Valley
Union High SchoolUnion High School

MAUHS Track and Field  Coaches: Eva Friend and Kat Hughes

Roster
Hugh Ball 12
Madeline Donaldson 12
Noah Engvall 12
Abigail Johnson 12
Jazzlynn Senecal 12
Alexander Yaggy 12
Gavin Bannister 11
Sean Davison 11
Olivia Devino 11
Nathaniel Gustin 11

Ruby Hall 11
Maisy Hill 11
William Illiff 11
Dustin Lavigne 11
Andrew Lester 11
Tristan Pudvah 11
Owen Reynolds 11
Evan Roy 11
Abigail Sturtevant 11
Natalie Atkins 10

Joseph Darling 10
Mason Frazier 10
Luke Mayer 10
Teagan Obarski 10
Michael Sayre 10
Ellison Thomas 10
Rosemary Behounek 9
Lauren Cousin 9
Ryan Cross 9
Whitney Dykstra 9

Kayla Firene 9
Finn Harris 9
Damian Newell 9
Samuel Schoendorf 9
Elliot Senecal 9
Isabella Shea 9
Hazel Stoddard 9

 4/12 @ CVU
 4/15 @ Middlebury
 4/27 @ Burlington
 5/4 @ Milton
 5/7 @ Fair Haven
 5/9 Home Meet
 5/14 @ Burlington
 5/19 @ Middlebury
 5/25 @ Colchester
 5/28 @ Essex
 5/31 @ Mt. Mansfi eld
 6/4 D-II Championship Meet

Schedule

64 Jackman Drive  •  Bristol, VT 05443 
For information on all your energy needs, please call us at:  

802-453-2381 or www.JackmansInc.com

GOOD LUCK TO ALL SPRING
SPORTS TEAMS!

HARD WORK AND DETERMINATION
WILL MAKE YOU CHAMPIONS!

By GENE DELORENZO 
BRANDON — Coach Matt 

Clark will have a challenging task 
on his hands as he looks to build 
his Otter Valley boys’ lacrosse 
t e a m into a title 

contender 
t h i s 
y e a r , 

a f t e r 
finishing 

l a s t 
season 1-11. 
Faced with 

a shortage 
o f 

numbers, he will have to create 
a fl exible team of players who 
can fi ll in at numerous positions 
and play long minutes during 
gametime action. 

Fortunately, Clark has some 
quality athletes who possess a 
collective team spirit and work 
ethic that could carry the team 
a long way this spring. Look for 
senior Hayden Bernhardt to be 
the team leader, ably supported 
by fellow seniors Evan Thomas, 
Nick Parker, Kieran Williams and 
Danny O’Brien. O’Brien, a lanky 
and trim goalkeeper, is very active 
and aggressive in the goal and 
will be able to provide athleticism 
and a lot of energy to the Otters’ 
defense. 

Bernhardt, at 6-feet, 4 inches 
tall, is an imposing fi gure on 
the lacrosse fi eld. Others who 
will contribute include Dom 
Davis, Isaac Dereptigny, Austin 
Cormany, Simon Martin and 
Sawyer Thinsman. 

The Otters’ schedule will be 
a tough one, but Coach Clark 
has hopes for some measure of 
success this season.

A team opening with a tough 
game on their schedule is the Otter 
Valley baseball team, which opens 
on Thursday, April 14, versus 
Division I Burr and Burton at the 
Otters’ home fi eld. But Coach 
Mike Howe looks forward to a 
veteran team and a solid pitching 
staff to lead the way for the 

Brandon-area squad.
Otter baseball went 8-9 last 

year, but they won a game in the 
fi rst round of the playoffs before 
falling to the undefeated top seed.

Pitchers Fraser Pierpont, Andy 
McEnerny and Jordan Beayon 
should be the strength of Otter 
Valley. All have varsity experience 
and have experienced success for 
Coach Howe. The entire infi eld 
returns and looked sharp in a pre-
season practice session last week. 

A key will be fi nding out who 
will be the primary catcher as 
two younger players vie for that 
all-important position. The team 
has great spirit and competition 
has been keen thus far in early 
practices.

Over on the softball diamond, 
Otter Coach Kelly Trayah enters 
his 27th season of coaching 
softball in the Greater Addison 
County area, and his experience 
and knowledge is very apparent 
as you set foot on Patti Candon 

Field. In preseason practices, 
players moved with a purpose 
and discipline and the teaching 
from Trayah and his assistants 
is interesting and worthwhile to 
watch. 

This year, OV softball has some 
very fi ne athletes within and the 
team will be an exciting one to 
watch.

Several players will vie to be the 
number one pitcher, but whoever 
Trayah chooses should do well on 
the mound. There were at least fi ve 
throwing the day we visited and 
they were all throwing strikes — a 
requisite on the softball diamond. 

Trayah hopes to have senior 
Alice Keith back in a softball 
uniform after a few years away 
from the sport. Her outstanding 
athletic ability is well known to 
area fans. Keith seemingly can 
play any sport she picks up — she 
is a natural. 

Another dynamite athlete from 
the basketball court is junior 

Ryleigh LaPorte. Destined to be 
the leadoff hitter, she can fl y. Even 
better than that, watching LaPorte 
run the bases in the practice 
environment was a treat to watch. 
She is very intelligent on the bases 
and knows the game extremely 
well. Look for her to score a lot of 
runs for the Otters this spring. 

The infi eld and outfi eld positions 
seem to be well in place and held 
by veteran players. Coach T. will 
just need some solid hitting to 
back up his excellent pitching and 
defense and this team could go a 
long way. 

Last year, Otter softball — like 
the baseball team — won a fi rst-
round playoff game before falling 
to a top seed. They are hoping for 
better this year.

The opener for softball is 
Thursday, April 14, versus Burr 
and Burton in Brandon at Patti 
Candon Field. Game time is 4:30 
p.m.

OVUHS Softball   Coach: Kelly Trayah

Roster
Virgil Chapin 12
Marissa Connors 12
Emily Hutchins 12
Alice Keith  12
Riley Keith  12
JoJo LaRock 12
Bryn Blanchard 11
Sydney Gallo 11
Alexis Hayes 11
Ryleigh LaPorte 11
Mackenzie McKay 11
Olivia Miner 11
Grace O’Connell 11
Alivia Sheldrick 11
Sierra Cormany 10
Ella French 10
MyKenzie Thibault 10

4/14 Burr & Burton 4:30 p.m.
4/19 Springfi eld  4:30 p.m.
4/21 Mt. Abraham 4:30 p.m.
4/26 Fair Haven 4:30 p.m.
4/28 White River Valley 4:30 p.m.
4/30 @ Springfi eld 11 a.m.
5/3 Windsor  4:30 p.m.
5/5 Hartford  4:30 p.m.
5/7 @ West Rutland 4:30 p.m.
5/10 @ Rutland  5 p.m.
5/12 @ Green Mountain 4:30 p.m.
5/17 @ Windsor 4:30 p.m.
5/21 Brattleboro 11 a.m.
5/24 @ Mt. Anthony 4:30 p.m.
5/26 @ Hartford 6:30 p.m.
5/28 @ Fair Haven 11 a.m.

Schedule
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At Co-op, we’re member owned and member committed. For more than 100 years, we’ve been 
providing protection for individuals, farms and businesses with a large network of local agents,

fast and fair claims service, knowledge of farm safety practices, and affordable rates. 
At the Co-op, you’re a member not just a number.

Be a Member.
Not just a Number.

Member owned. Member committed.
(802) 388-7917   |   www.co-opinsurance.com | www.facebook.com/coopinsco

OVUHS Baseball  Coach: Michael Howe

Roster
Ethan Blow 12
Fraser Pierpont 12
Ben Adams 11
Jordan Beayon 11
Matt Bryant 11
Colton Cone 11
Richard Lafountaine 11
Andrew McEnerny 11
Cody Pariseau 11
Gavin Parry 11
Brian Stanley 11
Caleb Whitney 11
Luciano Falco 10
Luca Polli  10
Isaac Whitney 9

4/14 Burr & Burton 4:30 p.m. 
4/16 Bellows Falls 11 a.m.
4/19 @ Bellows Falls 4:30 p.m.
4/21 Mt. Abraham 4:30 p.m.
4/23 @ Mt. Anthony 11 a.m.
4/26 Fair Haven 4:30 p.m.
4/28 Stratton  4:30 p.m.
4/30 @ Springfi eld 11 a.m.
5/3 Windsor  4:30 p.m.
5/5 @ Hartford  7 p.m.
5/10 @ Rutland  5 p.m.
5/12 @ Green Mountain 4:30 p.m.
5/17 @ Windsor 4:30 p.m.
5/21 Brattleboro 11 a.m.
5/26 Hartford  4:30 p.m.
5/28 @ Fair Haven 11 a.m.

Schedule

OVUHS Boys Lacrosse
Coach: Matthew Clark

Roster
Hayden Bernhardt 12
Austin Cormany 12
Domanic Davis 12
Isaac Derepentigny 12
Cooper Johnson 12
Matthew Moseley 12
Daniel O’Brien 12
Nick Parker 12
Evan Thomas 12
Kieran Williams 12
Chase Cram 11
Benjamin Marks 11
Thomas Politano 11
Derek Raymond 11
Malachi Sheldrick 11
Matthew Cole 10
Simon Martin 10

Sawyer Tinsman 10
Aiden Wade 10
Gavyn Towle 9

4/5  Essex  4:30 p.m.
4/12  @ S. Albans  4:30 p.m.
4/16  @ Hartford  11 a.m.
4/19  @ CVU   4:30 p.m.
4/26  @ Burlington  4:30 p.m.
4/28  GMVS   4:30 p.m.
4/30  Stowe  11 a.m.
5/4  Harwood  4:30 p.m.
5/6  U-32  4:30 p.m.
5/10  @ Spaulding  4:30 p.m.
5/13  Lamoille  4:30 p.m.
5/17  Colchester   4:30 p.m.
5/20  @ St. Johnsbury  4:30 p.m.
5/24  Milton  4:30 p.m.
5/27  @ Rice   4:30 p.m.

Schedule
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Vermont’s “Sweetest” Half Marathon is Back!

M I D D L E B U R Y M A P L E R U N . C O M

After two years off because of the pandemic (2020 and 2021),  central Vermont's 
sweetest half marathon is back on!  But... We're changing the date from the spring to fall.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR

Sunday, Oct. 2, 2022

Pitch.
Hit.
Run.
Shoot.
Throw.

Have a 
great 
season, 
spring 
sports 
teams!
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We are proud sponsors of the
Middlebury Atletico kids’ soccer program!

Mon – Thurs 8am – 5pm, Fri 8am – 2pm 
1330 Exchange Street, Suite 107, Middlebury 

802-388-3553 • Middleburydentalvt.com

We hope all area athletes have
 a wonderful spring season!

We respect and admire 
your perseverance. 

Congratulations on your dedication — 
we’ll be proudly rooting for you all season long!

NMLS# 403372

231 Court Street Middlebury  • 802-388-3533 • www.addisonwellnesspt.com

Matt Horne, PT, CSCS 
Tracy Horne, PT

Leila Kiernan, PT, DPT 
Jodi Belisle Eddy, PT

Our staff would like to 
wish the athletes of 
Addison County the 
best of luck in the 
spring sports season!
We are here to cheer 
you on the sidelines 
and support your 
recovery should your 
hard work require some 
TLC.

802-388-6888   •   VERMONTSUN.COM

Novice and advanced athletes alike marvel at the beauty of our courses 
and enjoy the mountains, lakes and streams of Central Vermont.

See our website for course maps, race details and registration.

5K,  10K  &  5K,  10K  &  HALF MARATHON

May 15, 2022May 15, 2022
Lake Lake Dunmore, Dunmore, 

VermontVermont

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING & HEATING NEEDS!

From Our Team To Your Team
We wish all student athletes
a fun and rewarding season!

PLUMBING • HEATING • A/C • HEAT PUMPS • WATER SYSTEMS

PLUMBING • HEATING • 453-2325
125 Monkton Road, Bristol, VT • cvplumbingheating.com

BIO DIESEL • K1 KEROSENE • FUEL OIL • GASOLINE • DIESEL

FUEL DELIVERY • 388-4975
185 Exchange St., Middlebury  • champlainvalleyfuels.com

Teamwork Makes the Dream WorkTeamwork Makes the Dream Work
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